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Preface







The first edition of the groundbreaking New Oxford American Dictionary
 was published in 2001. For this third edition, more than 2,000 new words, senses, and phrases have been added, and key areas of vocabulary have been reanalyzed, reviewed, and revised. Fast-moving areas such as computing, mobile technology, the media, finance, and the environment have provided many of the new terms, and there is also a great deal of new informal and slang material.

New entries tend to be the focus of attention when a dictionary is published, but in the case of this edition, the revisions to existing entries are at least as significant. In countries such as the US, the UK, and Australia more than 70 percent of households now have Internet access. People not only work and access information and entertainment online, but also conduct their social lives via the Internet. These changes in society are reflected in the language, and in the dictionary: items of core vocabulary such as bookmark
 , browse
 , favorite
 , feed
 , and friend
 have new meanings, and other computing-related definitions have been revised to take account of the fact that computers are now part of everyday life.

Oxford Dictionaries is responsible for the largest language research program in the world, constantly monitoring language use of all types in all parts of the English-speaking world. Our primary source for new and revised material is the Oxford English Corpus, a dynamic database of more than two billion words which provides a detailed picture of 21st-century English as an international language. In compiling this new edition, we have also drawn on other sources within Oxford’s language research program, including the database of the Oxford Reading Programme, which now consists of around 100 million words.

Entries for proper names have been revised, with death dates and other changes noted as necessary. For example, the Indian cities formerly known as Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras are now referred to as Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai. All population figures have been researched, and where possible, recent census figures are given.

The Oxford Dictionaries team work alongside the staff of the full historical Oxford English Dictionary
 , and are very fortunate in being able to call on their resources and expertise. Apart from the contributors listed on the separate credits page, we would like to thank Graeme Diamond and his group for help with drafting new words, Philip Durkin and Katrin Thier for work on etymologies, and Bill Trumble, Alan Hughes, and Jeremy Marshall for advice on scientific entries.

The third edition of the New Oxford American Dictionary
 is available online as well as in print, via Oxford Dictionaries Online. The site, which is updated regularly, allows much fuller exploration of the dictionary text, and beyond: the user can follow links from dictionary to thesaurus and dictionary to dictionary, consult extra information on usage, grammar, and writing, and view more than 1.9 million illustrative examples of real English. However, although the online dictionary brings undoubted advantages in access and searching, consulting a book can still be the quickest and most convenient way of finding a definition, as well as being an enjoyable method of browsing in its own right.


Note on trademarks and proprietary status


This book includes some words that are, or are asserted to be, proprietary names or trademarks. Their inclusion does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a nonproprietary or general significance, nor is any other judgment implied concerning their legal status. In cases where the editor has some evidence that a word is used as a proprietary name or trademark, this is indicated by the designation trademark,
 but no judgment concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied thereby.






Preface to the first edition







The New Oxford American Dictionary
 is a completely new American dictionary, written on new principles. It builds on the excellence of the lexicographical traditions of scholarship and analysis of evidence as set down by the Oxford English Dictionary
 over a century ago, but it is also a new departure. The New Oxford American Dictionary
 is a dictionary of current American English, based on currently available evidence and current thinking about language and cognition. It is an inventory of the words and meanings of present-day English, both those in actual use and those found in the literature of the past. The compilers have gone to the heart of the traditional practices of dictionary making and reappraised the principles on which lexicography is based. In particular, the focus has been on a different approach to an understanding of “meaning” and how this relates to the structure, organization, and selection of material for the dictionary.

Linguists, cognitive scientists, and others have been developing new techniques for analyzing usage and meaning, and the New Oxford American Dictionary
 has taken full advantage of these developments. Foremost among them is an emphasis on identifying what is “central and typical,” as distinct from the time-honored search for “necessary conditions” of meaning (that is, a statement of the conditions that would enable someone to pick out all and only the cases of the term being defined). Past attempts to cover the meaning of all possible uses of a word have tended to lead to a blurred, unfocused result, in which the core of the meaning is obscured by many minor uses. In the New Oxford American Dictionary
 , meanings are linked to central norms of usage as observed in the language. The result is fewer meanings, with sharper, crisper definitions.

The style of definition adopted for the New Oxford American Dictionary
 aims in part to account for the dynamism, imaginativeness, and flexibility of ordinary American usage. The New Oxford American Dictionary
 records and explains all normal meanings and uses of well-attested words, but also illustrates transferred, figurative, and derivative meanings, insofar as these are conventional within the language.

The layout and organization of each entry in the dictionary reflect this new approach to meaning. Each entry has at least one core meaning, to which a number of subsenses, logically connected to it, may be attached. The text design is open and accessible, making it easy to find the core meanings and so to navigate the entry as a whole.

At the heart of this dictionary lies the evidence. This evidence forms the basis for everything that we, as lexicographers, are able to say about the language and the words within it. In particular, the large databank of searchable electronic texts collected by Oxford gives, with its 100 million words, a selection of real, modern, and everyday language, equivalent to an ordinary person’s reading over ten years or more. Using computational tools to analyze this databank and other corpora, the editors have been able to look at the behavior of each word in detail in its natural contexts, and so to build up a picture for every word in the dictionary.

Databank analysis has been complemented by analysis of other types of evidence: the New Oxford American Dictionary
 makes extensive use of the citation database of the Oxford North American Reading Program, a collection of citations (currently standing at over 64 million words and growing at a rate of about 4.5 million words a year) taken from a variety of sources from all the English-speaking countries of the world. In addition, a specially commissioned reading program has targeted previously neglected specialist fields as diverse as computing, alternative medicine, antique collecting, and sports.

The general approach to defining in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 has particular application for specialist vocabulary. Here, in the context of dealing with highly technical information that may be unfamiliar to the nonspecialist reader, the focus on clarity of expression is of great importance. Avoidance of overtechnical terminology and an emphasis on explaining and describing as well as defining are balanced by the need to maintain a high level of technical information and accuracy. In many cases, additional technical information is presented separately in an easily recognizable alternative format.

The New Oxford American Dictionary
 views the language from the perspective that English, although a world language, is now centered in the United States, and that American vocabulary and usage deserve special attention. Although the focus is on American English, a network of consultants throughout the English-speaking world has enabled us to ensure excellent coverage of world English, from the United Kingdom and Canada to the Caribbean, India, South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. We have been indebted to the opportunities provided for communication by the Internet; lively discussions by e-mail across the oceans have formed an everyday part of the dictionary-making process.

Many people have been involved in the preparation of this dictionary, and thanks are due to them all. The US Dictionaries Program would like to give special thanks to Judy Pearsall, Patrick Hanks, and the lexicographers of the Current English Dictionaries department in the United Kingdom for creating the foundation on which we have built. We would also like to express our gratitude to Stephen Perkins of dataformat.com
 , without whose patience and intelligence this dictionary would not have been possible.






Introduction







The New Oxford American Dictionary
 has been compiled according to principles that are quite different from those of traditional American dictionaries. New types of evidence are now available in sufficient quantity to allow lexicographers to construct a picture of the language that is more accurate than has been possible before. The approach to structure and organization within individual entries has been rethought, as has the approach to the selection and presentation of information in every aspect of the dictionary: definitions, choice of examples, grammar, word histories, and every other category. New approaches have been adopted in response to a reappraisal of the workings of language in general and its relationship to the presentation of information in a dictionary in particular. The aim of this introduction is to give the reader background information for using this dictionary and to explain some of the thinking behind these new approaches.




The making of the New Oxford American Dictionary






The information presented in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 is based on close analysis of how words behave in real, natural language. Behind every dictionary entry are examples of the word in use—often hundreds and thousands of them—which have been analyzed to give information about typical usage, about distribution (whether typically British or typically Canadian, for example), about register (whether informal or derogatory, for example), about currency (whether archaic or dated, for example), and about subject (whether used chiefly in Medicine, Finance, Chemistry, or Sport, for example).



The Oxford English Corpus





A corpus is a collection of texts of written (or spoken) language presented in electronic form. It provides the evidence of how language is used in real situations, from which lexicographers can write accurate and meaningful dictionary entries. Whereas compilers of previous dictionaries were able to base their work on only a limited selection of citations, lexicographers on the New Oxford American Dictionary
 could analyze hundreds or thousands of examples of each word to see how real language behaves today.

The corpus used on the first edition was the British National Corpus, a database of 100 million words. Revisions made to to this third edition, and new material added to it, have been derived largely from analysis of the new Oxford English Corpus, which contains more than two billion words. All content dates from 2000 at the earliest, and the corpus is regularly updated with the latest material, allowing a true picture of language change to build up.

The Oxford English Corpus represents all types of English, from fiction and specialist journals to everyday newspapers and magazines, and from official reports to the language of Internet message boards, chat rooms, and Twitter. And, as English is a global language, used by an estimated one third of the world’s population, the Oxford English Corpus contains language from all parts of the world—not only from the US and the UK but also from Canada, Australia, the Caribbean, India, Singapore, and South Africa. It is the largest English corpus of its type: the most representative slice of the English language available.

Meanings of words and phrases change and so do spellings, despite the existence of “standard” or “correct” spelling. A strength of the corpus is that it contains not only published works in which the text has been edited but also unpublished and unedited writing like emails and blogs. Some of the most inventive uses and deliberate exploitations of language (as well as simple mistakes) start out in this kind of informal and unselfconscious language, so tracking them is an essential part of tracking the language as a whole.

Analyzing the corpus lets us identify items that occur there but are not covered in the dictionary, and so helps us to draw up a shortlist of potential new entries. It tells us which words are more common than they were ten years ago, and which are rarer; and which words are increasingly being used in a different way, or in a different sense. It also lets us define familiar, established words more accurately, by telling us more about them.

Concordances show at a glance that some combinations of words (called “collocations”) occur together much more often than others. For example, in the concordance on page xv, “end in,” “end the,” and “end up” all occur quite often. But are any of these combinations important enough to be given special treatment in the dictionary?

Recent research has focused on identifying combinations that are not merely frequent but also statistically significant. In the Oxford English Corpus, the two words “end the” occur very frequently together, but they do not form a statistically significant unit, since the word “the” is the most common in the language. The combinations end up
 and end in
 , on the other hand, are shown to be more significant and tell us something about the way the verb end
 behaves in normal use. Of course, a dictionary for general use cannot go into detailed statistical analysis of word combinations, but it can present examples that are typical of normal usage. In the New Oxford American Dictionary,
 particularly significant or important patterns are highlighted, in bold or in bold italics, e.g.,






end






[no obj.] (end in
 ) have as its final part or result: one in three marriages is now likely to end in divorce
 .





[no obj.] (end up
 ) eventually reach or come to a specified place, state, or course of action: 
I ended up in
 Connecticut
 |
 you could end up with
 a higher income
 .



For further details, see the section on Grammar
 .

The corpus also shows that the verb cause
 is typically used to describe negative events, with typical objects being death
 , damage
 , chaos
 , disturbance
 , and problems
 . Most dictionaries define the word neutrally, for example as “make (something) happen,” but armed with the corpus information we have redefined it as “make (something, especially something bad) happen.” Similarly, decline
 is often defined simply as “become smaller, fewer, or less,” but a look at the corpus shows us that the typical subject is something regarded as good, such as standards, output, or income—when something such as crime decreases it doesn’t decline, it falls. This level of precision and accuracy across a huge range of meaning and usage is part of what makes the Oxford English Corpus unique.

[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]



Figure 1
 Extract from a short concordance from the Oxford English Corpus, showing the word “end.”





The Oxford Reading Programme





The citation database created by the Oxford Reading Programme is an ongoing research project in which readers around the world select short extracts from a huge variety of specialist and non-specialist sources in all varieties of English. It is a direct development of the program first created when the original Oxford English Dictionary
 was being compiled in the 19th
 century. This database currently stands at around 100 million words, and tens of thousands of new citations are added every year.



Illustrative examples





The New Oxford American Dictionary
 contains many more examples of words in use than any other comparable dictionary. Generally, the examples are there to show typical uses of the word or sense. All examples are authentic, in that they represent actual usage. In the past dictionaries used invented examples, partly because not enough authentic text was available and partly through an assumption that invented examples were better because they could be tailored to the precise needs of the dictionary entry. Such a view finds little favor today, and it is now generally recognized that the “naturalness” provided by authentic examples is of the utmost importance in providing an accurate picture of language in use.



Word trends





Through our analysis of the Oxford English Corpus for the third edition, we have been able to identify some high-profile words whose use has changed significantly since the beginning of the century. Thus, for example, terror
 is now commonly used as shorthand for terrorism
 , and web
 primarily relates to the Internet rather than to spiders. Some of these findings have been presented in a new feature called Word Trends, which give an informal account of the word’s development.




Structure: Core Sense and Subsense






Within an entry the first part of speech is the primary one for that word: thus, for bag
 and balloon
 the senses of the noun are given before those for the verb, while for babble
 and bake
 the senses of the verb are given before those of the noun.

Within each part of speech, the first definition given is the core sense
 . The general principle on which the senses in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 are organized is that each word has at least one core meaning, to which a number of subsenses may be attached. If there is more than one core sense, this is introduced by a bold sense number. Core meanings represent typical, central uses of the word in question in modern standard English, as established by research on and analysis of American and World English through corpora (language databanks) and citation databases.

The core meaning is the one that represents the most literal sense that the word has in ordinary modern American usage. This is not necessarily the same as the oldest meaning, because word meanings change over time. Nor is it necessarily the most frequent meaning, because figurative senses are sometimes the most frequent. It is the meaning accepted by native speakers as the one that is most established as literal and central.

The core sense also acts as a gateway to other, related subsenses. These subsenses are grouped under the core sense, each one being introduced by a solid square symbol.


co·coon
 /kə'koōn/ ▸ n
 . a silky case spun by the larvae of many insects for protection in the pupal stage. ■ a covering that prevents the corrosion of metal equipment. ■ something that envelops or surrounds, esp. in a protective or comforting way: the cocoon of
 her kimono |
 figurative 
a warm cocoon of
 love.


There is a logical relationship between each subsense and the core sense under which it appears. The organization of senses according to this logical relationship is designed to help the user, not only in being able to navigate the entry more easily and find relevant senses more readily, but also in building up an understanding of how senses in the language relate to one another and how the language is constructed on this model. The main types of relationship of core sense to subsense are as follows:


(a) figurative extension of the core sense,
 e.g.,







	



	
  




	

barbed








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
having a barb or barbs: barbed arrows.








	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ (of a remark or joke) deliberately hurtful: a fair degree of barbed wit.








	
  




	

boiling point








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
the temperature at which a liquid boils and turns to vapor.







	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ the point at which anger or excitement breaks out into violent expression: emotions had reached boiling point and could spill over into violence
 .









(b) specialized case of the core sense,
 e.g.,







	



	
  




	

zone








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
[usu. with modifier] an area or stretch of land having a particular characteristic, purpose, or use, or subject to particular restrictions: a pedestrian zone.








	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ Geography a well-defined region extending around the earth between definite limits, esp. between two parallels of latitude: a zone of easterly winds.








	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ Sports in basketball, football, and hockey, a specific area of the court, field, or rink, esp. one to be defended by a particular player.







	
  




	

demand








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
an insistent and peremptory request, made as if by right: a series of demands for
 far-reaching reforms.








	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ Economics the desire of purchasers, consumers, clients, employers, etc., for a particular commodity, service, or other item: a recent slump in demand
 | a demand for specialists.










(c) other extension or shift in meaning, retaining one or more elements of the core sense,
 e.g.,







	



	
  




	

bamboo








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
■ a giant woody grass that grows chiefly in the tropics, where it is widely cultivated.







	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ the hollow jointed stem of this plant, used as a cane or to make furniture and implements: [as modifier] a bamboo serving tray.








	
  




	

management








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
the process of dealing with or controlling things or people: the management of elk herds.








	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ Medicine & Psychiatry the treatment or control of diseases, injuries, or disorders, or the care of patients who suffer from them: the use of combination chemotherapy in the management of breast cancer.








	
  




	

mandarin








	

CORE SENSE
  




	
an official in any of the nine top grades of the former imperial Chinese civil service.







	

SUBSENSE
  




	
■ a powerful official or senior bureaucrat, esp. one perceived as reactionary and secretive: a civil service mandarin.









Many entries have just one core sense. However, some entries are more complex and have different strands of meaning, each constituting a core sense. In this case, each core sense is introduced by a bold sense number, and each potentially has its own block of subsenses relating to it.


belt
 /belt/ ▸ n. 1
 a strip of leather or other material worn around the waist or across the chest, esp. in order to support clothes or carry weapons: a sword belt
 | [as modifier] a belt buckle,
 ■ short for 
SEAT BELT
 .
 ■ a belt worn as a sign of rank or achievement: he was awarded the victor's belt,
 ■ a belt of a specified color, marking the attainment of a particular level in judo, karate, or similar sports: [as modifier] brown-belt level.
 ■ a person who has reached such a level: I am a karate black belt.
 ■ (the belt)
 the punishment of being struck with a belt.

2
 a strip of material used in various technical applications, in particular: ■ a continuous band of material used in machinery for transferring motion from one wheel to another. ■ a conveyor belt. ■ a flexible strip carrying machine-gun cartridges.




Specialist Vocabulary






One of the most important uses of a dictionary is to provide explanations of terms in specialized fields that are unfamiliar to a general reader. Yet in many traditional dictionaries, the definitions have been written by specialists as if for other specialists, and as a result the definitions are often opaque and difficult to understand.

One of the primary aims of the New Oxford American Dictionary
 has been to break down the barriers to understanding specialist vocabulary. The challenge has been, on the one hand, to give information that is comprehensible, relevant, and readable, while on the other hand maintaining the high level of technical information and accuracy suitable for the more specialist reader.

This has been achieved in some cases, notably entries for plants and animals and chemical substances, by separating technical information from the rest of the definition:




A·mier·i·can croc·o·dile
 ▸ n
 . a crocodile with a long tapering head, occurring from southernmost Florida to Ecuador. • Crocodylus acutus,
 family Crocodylidae.


ben·zo·py·rene
 /ˌbenzō'pīrēn/ ▸ n
 . Chemistry a compound that is the major carcinogen present in cigarette smoke. It also occurs in coal tar. • A polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon; chem. formula: C20
 H12
 .



In other cases, it is achieved by giving additional explanatory information within the definition itself:


curl·ing
 /'kərlíNG
 / ▸ n
 . a game played on ice, esp. in Scotland and Canada, in which large, round, flat stones are slid across the surface toward a mark. Members of a team use brooms to sweep the surface of the ice in the path of the stone to control its speed and direction.


al·che·my
 /'alkəmē/ ▸ n
 . the medieval forerunner of chemistry, based on the supposed transformation of matter. It was concerned particularly with attempts to convert base metals into gold or to find a universal elixir. ■ a seemingly magical process of transformation, creation, or combination: finding the person who's right for you requires a very subtle alchemy.


As elsewhere, the purpose is to give information that is relevant and interesting, aiming not just to define the word but also to describe and explain its context in the real world. Additional information of this type, where it is substantial, is given in the form of separate boxed features:




earth
 /ərTH
 / ▸ n
 . 1 (also Earth
 ) the planet on which we live; the world: the diversity of life on earth.

 ■ the surface of the world as distinct from the sky or the sea: it plummeted back to earth at 60 mph.
 ■ the present abode of humankind, as distinct from heaven or hell.






The earth is the third planet from the sun in the solar system, orbiting between Venus and Mars at an average distance of 90 million miles (149.6 million km) from the sun, and has one natural satellite, the moon. It has an equatorial diameter of 7,654 miles (12,756 km), an average density 5.5 times that of water, and is believed to have formed about 4,600 million years ago. The earth, which is three-quarters covered by oceans and has a dense atmosphere of nitrogen and oxygen, is the only planet known to support life.










E·o·cene
 /'ēəˌsēn/ ▸ adj
 . Geology of, relating to, or denoting the second epoch of the Tertiary period, between the Paleocene and Oligocene epochs. ■ (as noun the Eocene
 ) the Eocene epoch or the system of rocks deposited during it.






The Eocene epoch lasted from 56.5 million to 35.4 million years ago. It was a time of rising temperatures, and there was an abundance of mammals, including the first horses, bats, and whales.









An especially important feature of the New Oxford American Dictionary
 is the coverage of American animals and plants. In-depth research and a thorough review have been carried out for animals and plants in the Americas and throughout the world and, as a result, a large number of entries have been included that have never before been included in general American dictionaries. The style and presentation of these entries follow the general principles for specialist vocabulary in the New Oxford American Dictionary:
 the entries not only give the technical information, but also describe, in everyday English, the appearance and other characteristics (of behavior, medicinal or culinary use, mythological significance, reason for the name, etc.), and the typical habitat and distribution:




mes·o·saur
 /'mezaˌ sôrˌ 'mē-/ (also mesosaurus
 /ˌmezə'sôrəs/) ▸ n.
 an extinct small aquatic reptile of the early Permian period, with an elongated body, flattened tail, and a long narrow snout with numerous needlelike teeth. • Genus Mesosaurus,
 order Mesosauria, subclass Anapsida.


black·tail deer
 /'blakˌtāl/ (also black-tailed deer)
 ▸ n.
 a type of mule deer with black markings on the upper side of its tail, found west of the crest of the Cascade Mountains. • Odocoileus hemionus
 subsp. columhianus,
 family Cervidae.


chi·a
 / 'CH
 ēə/ ▸ n
 . a plant of the mint family with clusters of small two-lipped purple flowers. Chia is common throughout California and the Great Basin. • Salvia columhariae,
 family Labiatae.




Encyclopedic Material






Some dictionaries do not include entries for the names of people and places and other proper names, or include them only in separate sections. The argument for this is based on a distinction between “words” and “facts,” by which dictionaries are about “words” while encyclopedias and other reference works are about “facts.” The distinction is an interesting theoretical one, but in practice there is a considerable overlap: names such as Shakespeare and Mississippi are as much part of the language as words such as drama or river, and they belong in a large dictionary.

The New Oxford American Dictionary
 includes all those terms forming part of the enduring common knowledge of English speakers, regardless of whether they are classified as “words” or “names.” The information given is the kind of information that people are likely to need from a dictionary, however that information may traditionally be classified. Both the style of definitions in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 and the inclusion of additional material in separate blocks reflect this approach.

The New Oxford American Dictionary
 includes more than 5,000 place-name entries, 4,000 biographical entries, and just under 3,000 other proper names. The biographical entries are designed to provide not just the basic facts (such as birth and death dates, full name, and nationality), but also a brief context giving information about, for example, a person’s life and why he or she is important. For a few particularly important encyclopedic entries—for example, countries—a fuller treatment is given and additional information appears in a separate boxed note.




Grammar






In recent years, grammar has begun to enjoy greater prominence than in the past few decades. It is once again being taught explicitly in schools throughout the United States. In addition, there is a recognition that different meanings of a word are closely associated with different lexical and syntactic patterns. The New Oxford American Dictionary
 records and exemplifies the most important of these patterns at the relevant senses of each word, thus giving guidance on language use as well as word meaning.

For example, with the word bomb,
 it is possible to distinguish the main senses of the verb simply on the basis of the grammar: whether the verb is transitive (takes a direct object) or intransitive (no direct object):





	



	

CORE SENSE
  




	
attack *(a place or vehicle)* with a bomb or bombs: *London* was bombed, night after night.








	
grammar 


	
[with obj.]






(the asterisks shown here match the direct object in the example with the parenthetical item in the definition)





	



	

CORE SENSE
  




	
informal (of a movie, play, or other event) fail miserably: a big-budget movie that bombed at the box office.








	
grammar 


	
[no obj.]






This has particular relevance for a dictionary such as the New Oxford American Dictionary
 , where the aim is to present information in such a way that it helps to explain the structure of the language itself, not just the meanings of individual senses. For this reason, special attention has been paid to the grammar of each word, and grammatical structures are given explicitly.

Where possible, the syntactic behavior of a word is presented directly: for example, if a verb is normally found in a particular sense followed by a certain preposition, this is indicated before the definition, in bold:






build






(build on
 ) use as a basis for further progress or development: the nation should build on the talents of its workforce.




In other cases, collocations that are typical of the term in use, although not obligatory, are shown highlighted within the example sentence:






ball game






a particular situation, esp. one that is completely different from the previous situation: making the film was a whole new ball game
 for her.







bet






a candidate or course of action to choose; an option: 
your best bet
 is to call a professional exterminator.




Great efforts have been made to use a minimum of specialist terminology. Nevertheless, a small number of terms are essential in explaining the grammar of a word. The less familiar terms are explained below. All terms are, of course, defined and explained under their own entries in the dictionary.


Terms relating to nouns





[as modifier]:
 used to mark a noun that can be placed before another noun in order to modify its meaning, e.g.,






boom






[often as modifier] a movable arm over a television or movie set, carrying a microphone or camera: a boom mike.







bedside






the space beside a bed, typically that of someone who is ill: he was summoned to the bedside of a dying man
 | [as modifier] a bedside lamp.





[treated as sing.]:
 used to mark a noun that is plural in form but is used with a singular verb, e.g., mumps
 in mumps is one of the major childhood diseases
 or genetics
 in genetics has played a major role in this work
 .


[treated as sing. or pl.]:
 used to mark a noun that can be used with either a singular or a plural verb without any change in meaning or in the form of the headword (often called collective nouns
 , because they typically denote groups of people considered collectively), e.g., the staff are committed to this policy
 or the staff is trying to gag its critics
 .


[in sing.]:
 used to mark a noun that is used as a count noun but is never or rarely found in the plural, e.g., ear
 in an ear for rhythm
 .


Terms relating to verbs





[with obj.]:
 used to mark a verb that is transitive, i.e., takes a direct object (the type of direct object often being shown in parentheses in the definition), e.g.,






escort






[with obj.] accompany (someone or something) somewhere, esp. for protection or security, or as a mark of rank: Shiona escorted Janice to the door
 | the shipment was escorted by armed patrol boats.





[no obj.]:
 used to mark a verb that is intransitive, i.e., takes no direct object, e.g.,






quibble






[no obj.] argue or raise objections about a trivial matter: they are always quibbling about the amount they are prepared to pay.





[with adverbial]:
 used to mark a verb that takes an obligatory adverbial, typically a prepositional phrase, without which the sentence in which the verb occurs would sound unnatural or weird, e.g.,






glare







[with adverbial]
 (of the sun or an electric light) shine with a strong or dazzling light: the sun glared out of a clear blue sky.





Terms relating to adjectives





[attrib.]:
 used to mark an adjective that is normally used attributively, i.e., comes before the noun that it modifies, e.g., certain
 in a certain man
 (not the man is certain
 , which has a very different meaning). Note that attributive use is standard for many adjectives, especially in specialist fields: the [attrib.] label is used only to mark those cases in which predicative use would be less usual.


[predic.]:
 used to mark an adjective that is normally used predicatively, i.e., comes after the verb, e.g., alike
 in the brothers were alike
 (not the alike brothers
 ).


[postpositive]:
 used to mark an adjective that is used postpositively, i.e., typically comes immediately after the noun that it modifies (such uses are unusual in English and generally arise because the adjective has been adopted from a language where postpositive use is standard), e.g., galore
 in there were prizes galore
 .


Terms relating to adverbs





[sentence adverb]:
 used to mark an adverb that stands outside a sentence or clause, providing commentary on it as a whole or showing the speaker’s or writer’s attitude to what is being said, rather than the manner in which something was done. Sentence adverbs most frequently express the speaker’s or writer’s point of view, although they may also be used to set a context by stating a field of reference, e.g.,






certainly






[sentence adverb] undoubtedly; definitely; surely: the prestigious address certainly adds to the firm’s appeal
 | it certainly isn’t worth risking your life.





[as submodifier]:
 used to mark an adverb that is used to modify an adjective or another adverb, e.g.,






comparatively






[as submodifier] to a moderate degree as compared to something else; relatively: inflation was comparatively low.







Word Histories






The etymologies in standard dictionaries explain the language from which a word was brought into English, the period at which it is first recorded in English, and the development of modern word forms. While the New Oxford American Dictionary
 does this, it also goes further. It explains sense development as well as morphological (or form) development. Information is presented clearly and with a minimum of technical terminology, and the perspective taken is that of the general reader who would like to know about word origins but who is not a philological specialist. In this context, the history of how and why a particular meaning developed from an apparently quite different older meaning is likely to be at least as interesting as, for example, what the original form was in Latin or Greek.

For example, the word history for the word oaf
 shows how the present meaning developed from the meaning ‘elf,’ while the entry for compass
 shows how the sense ‘magnetic compass’ may have been influenced by Italian:




oaf
 /ōf/ ▸ n.
 a stupid, uncultured, or clumsy person.

– ORIGIN
 early 17th cent.: variant of obsolete auf,
 from Old Norse álfr
 ‘elf.’ The original meaning was ‘elf’s child, changeling,’ later ‘idiot child’ and ‘halfwit,’ generalized in the current sense.


com·pass
 /'kəmpes/ ▸ n. 1
 (also magnetic compass)
 an instrument containing a magnetized pointer that shows the direction of magnetic north and bearings from it.

– ORIGIN
 Middle English: from Old French compás
 (noun), compasser
 (verb), based on Latin com-
 ‘together’ + passus
 ‘a step or pace.’ Several senses (‘measure,’ ‘artifice,’ ‘circumscribed area,’ and ‘pair of compasses’) that appeared in Middle English are also found in Old French, but their development and origin are uncertain. The transference of sense to the magnetic compass is held to have occurred in the related Italian word compasso,
 from the circular shape of the compass box.

Additional special features of the New Oxford American Dictionary
 include “internal etymologies” and “folk etymologies.” Internal etymologies are given within entries to explain the origin of particular senses, phrases, or idioms. For example, how did the figurative use of red herring
 come about? Why do we call something a flash in the pan
 ?




red her·ring
 ▸ n. 1
 a dried smoked herring, which is turned red by the smoke.

2
 something, esp. a clue, that is or is intended to be misleading or distracting: the book is fast-paced, exciting, and full of red herrings,
 [so named from the practice of using the scent of red herring in training hounds.]

– PHRASES
 flash in the pan
 a thing or person whose sudden but brief success is not repeated or repeatable: our start to the season was just a flash in the pan.
 [with allusion to the priming of a firearm, the flash arising from an explosion of gunpowder from the pan within the lock.]

The New Oxford American Dictionary
 presents the information in a straightforward, user-friendly fashion immediately following the relevant definition. In a similar vein, folk etymologies—those explanations that are unfounded but nevertheless well known to many people—have traditionally simply been ignored in dictionaries. The New Oxford American Dictionary
 gives an account of widely held but often erroneous folk etymologies for the benefit of the general reader, explaining competing theories and assessing their relative merits where applicable.




posh
 /päSH
 / informal ▸ adj.
 elegant or stylishly luxurious: a posh Munich hotel.
 ■ chiefly Brit, typical of or belonging to the upper class of society: she had a posh accent.


– ORIGIN
 early 20th cent.: perhaps from slang posh,
 denoting a dandy. There is no evidence to support the folk etymology that posh
 is formed from the initials of port out starboard home
 (referring to the practice of using the more comfortable accommodations, out of the heat of the sun, on ships between England and India).


snob
 /snäb/ ▸ n.
 a person with an exaggerated respect for high social position or wealth who seeks to associate with social superiors and dislikes people or activities regarded as lower-class. ■ [with adj. or noun modifier] a person who believes that their tastes in a particular area are superior to those of other people: a musical snob.


– DERIVATIVES
 snob·bism
 /-ˌbizəm/n., snob-by adj
 . (snobbier, snobbiest
 ).


– ORIGIN
 late 18th cent, (originally dialect in the sense ‘cobbler’): of unknown origin; early senses conveyed a notion of ‘lower status or rank,’ later denoting a person seeking to imitate those of superior social standing or wealth. Folk etymology connects the word with Latin sine nohilitate
 ‘without nobility’ but the earliest recorded sense has no connection with this.

Researching word histories is similar in some respects to archaeology: the evidence is often partial or not there at all, and etymologists must make informed decisions using the evidence available, however inadequate it may be. From time to time, new evidence becomes available, and the known history of a word may need to be reconsidered. In this, the New Oxford American Dictionary
 has been able to draw on the extensive expertise and ongoing research of the Oxford English Dictionary
 .




Usage Notes






Interest in questions of good usage is widespread among English speakers everywhere, and many issues are hotly debated. In the New Oxford American Dictionary
 , traditional issues have been reappraised, and guidance is given on various points, old and new. The aim is to help people to use the language more accurately, more clearly, and more elegantly, and to give information and offer reassurance in the face of some of the more baffling assertions about “correctness” that are sometimes made.

This reappraisal has involved looking carefully at evidence of actual usage (in the Oxford English Corpus, the citations collected by the Oxford Reading Programme, and other sources) in order to find out where mistakes are actually being made, and where confusion and ambiguity actually arise. The issues on which journalists and others tend to comment have been reassessed and a judgment made about whether their comments are justified.

From the 15th century onward, traditionalists have been objecting to particular senses of certain English words and phrases, for example, “due to” and “hopefully.” Certain grammatical structures, too, have been singled out for adverse comment, notably the split infinitive and the use of a preposition at the end of a clause. Some of these objections are founded on very dubious arguments, for example, the notion that English grammatical structures should precisely parallel those of Latin or that meaning change of any kind is inherently suspect.











USAGE
 There is a traditional view, as set forth by the 17th-century poet and dramatist John Dryden, that it is incorrect to put a preposition at the end of a sentence, as in where do you come from
 ?
 or she’s not a writer I’ve ever come across

 . The rule was formulated on the basis that, since in Latin a preposition cannot come after the word it governs or is linked with, the same should be true of English. What this rule fails to take into account is that English is not like Latin in this respect, and in many cases (particularly in questions and with phrasal verbs) the attempt to move the preposition produces awkward, unnatural-sounding results. Winston Churchill famously objected to the rule, saying “This is the sort of English up with
 which I will not put
 .”
 In standard English the placing of a preposition at the end of a sentence is widely accepted, provided the use sounds natural and the meaning is clear.















USAGE
 The use of due to
 as a prepositional phrase meaning ‘because of,’ as in he had to retire due to
 an injury
 first appeared in print in 1897, and traditional grammarians have opposed this prepositional usage for more than a century on the grounds that it is a misuse of the adjectival phrase due to
 in the sense of ‘attributable to, likely or expected to’ (the train is due to arrive at 11:15
 ), or ‘payable or owed to’ (render unto Caesar what is due to Caesar
 ). Nevertheless, this prepositional usage is now widespread and common in all types of literature and must be regarded as standard English. The phrase due to the fact that
 is very common in speech, but it is wordy, and, especially in writing, one should use the simple word ‘because.’















USAGE
 The traditional sense of hopefully
 , ‘in a hopeful manner’ (he stared hopefully at the trophy
 ), has been used since 1593. The first recorded use of hopefully
 as a sentence adverb, meaning ‘it is to be hoped that’ (hopefully, we’ll see you tomorrow
 ), appears in 1702 in the Magnalia Christi Americana
 , written by Massachusetts theologian and writer Cotton Mather. This use of hopefully
 is now the most common one. Sentence adverbs in general (frankly
 , honestly
 , regrettably
 , seriously
 ) are found in English since at least the 1600s, and their use has become common in recent decades. However, most traditionalists take the view that all sentence adverbs are inherently suspect. Although they concede that the battle over hopefully
 is lost on the popular front, they continue to withhold approval of its use as a sentence adverb. Attentive ears are particularly bothered when the sentence that follows does not match the promise of the introductory adverb, as when frankly
 is followed not by an expression of honesty but by a self-serving proclamation (frankly, I don’t care if you go or not
 ). See also usage at 
SENTENCE ADVERB

 and 
THANKFULLY

 .











The usage notes in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 take the view that English is English, not Latin, and that English is, like all living languages, subject to change. Good usage is usage that gets the speaker’s or writer’s message across, not usage that conforms to some arbitrary rules that fly in the face of historical fact or current evidence. The editors of the New Oxford American Dictionary
 are well aware that the prescriptions of pundits in the past have had remarkably little practical effect on the way the language is actually used. A good dictionary reports the language as it is, not as the editors (or anyone else) would wish it to be, and the usage notes must give guidance that accords with observed facts about present-day usage.

This is not to imply that the issues are straightforward or that there are simple solutions, however. Much of the debate about use of language is highly political, and controversy is, occasionally, inevitable. Changing social attitudes have stigmatized long-established uses, such as the word “man” to denote the human race in general, and have highlighted the absence of a gender-neutral singular pronoun meaning both “he” and “she” (for which purpose “they” is now often used). Similarly, words such as “race” and “native” are now associated with particular problems of sensitivity in use. The usage notes in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 offer information and practical advice on such issues.











USAGE
 Traditionally, the word man
 has been used to refer not only to adult males but also to human beings in general, regardless of sex. There is a historical explanation for this: in Old English, the principal sense of man
 was ‘a human being,’ and the words wer
 and wif
 were used to refer specifically to ‘a male person’ and ‘a female person,’ respectively. Subsequently, man
 replaced wer
 as the normal term for ‘a male person,’ but at the same time the older sense ‘a human being’ remained in use. In the second half of the 20th century, the generic use of man
 to refer to ‘human beings in general’ (as in reptiles were here long before man appeared on the earth
 ) became problematic; the use is now often regarded as sexist or old-fashioned. In some contexts, terms such as the human race
 or humankind
 may be used instead of man
 or mankind
 . Certain fixed phrases and sayings, such as time and tide wait for no man

 can be easily rephrased (e.g., time and tide wait for no one

 ). Alternatives for other related terms exist as well: the noun manpower
 , for example, can usually be replaced with staff
 or crew
 , and in most cases, the verbal form to man
 can be expressed as to staff
 or to operate
 .















USAGE
 In contexts such as a native
 of Boston
 or New York in the summer was too hot even for the natives

 , the noun native
 is quite acceptable. But when it is used to mean ‘a nonwhite original inhabitant of a country,’ as in this dance is a favorite with the natives

 , it is more problematic. This meaning has an old-fashioned feel and, because of its associations with a colonial European outlook, it may cause offense.














Standard English






Unless otherwise stated, the words and senses recorded in this dictionary are all part of standard English; that is, they are in normal use in both speech and writing everywhere in the world, at many different levels of formality, ranging from official documents to casual conversation. Some words, however, are appropriate only in particular contexts, and these are labeled accordingly. The technical term for a particular level of use in language is register
 .



The New Oxford American Dictionary
 uses the following register labels:






formal:
 normally used only in writing, in contexts such as official documents.






informal:
 normally used only in contexts such as conversations or letters between friends.






dated:
 no longer used by the majority of English speakers, but still encountered occasionally, especially among the older generation.






archaic:
 very old-fashioned language, not in ordinary use at all today, but sometimes used to give a deliberately old-fashioned effect, or found in works of the past that are still widely read.






historical:
 still used today, but only to refer to some practice or artifact that is no longer part of the modern world.






literary:
 found only or mainly in literature written in an “elevated” style.






technical:
 normally used only in technical and specialist language, though not necessarily restricted to any specific subject field.






rare:
 not in normal use.






humorous:
 used with the intention of sounding funny or playful.






dialect:
 not used in standard American English, but still widely used in certain local regions of the United States.






offensive:
 language that is likely to cause offense, particularly ethnic or racial offense, whether the speaker intends it or not.






derogatory:
 language intended to convey a low opinion or cause personal offense.






vulgar slang:
 informal language that may cause offense, often because it refers to the bodily functions of sexual activity or excretion, which are still widely regarded as taboo.






World English






English is spoken as a first language by more than 300 million people throughout the world, and used as a second language by many millions more. It is the language of international communication in business, diplomacy, sports, science, technology, and countless other fields.

The main regional standards are American, British, Canadian, Australian and New Zealand, South African, Indian, and West Indian. Within each of these regional varieties, a number of highly differentiated local dialects may be found. For example, within American English, Southern and Appalachian English have a long history and a number of distinctive features, which have in turn influenced other varieties.

The scope of a dictionary such as the New Oxford American Dictionary
 , given the breadth of material it aims to cover, must be limited for the most part to the vocabulary of the standard language of the United States rather than world English variation. Nevertheless, the New Oxford American Dictionary
 includes thousands of regionalisms encountered in standard contexts in the different English-speaking areas of the world, e.g.,




bun·yip
 /'bənyip/ ▸ n.
 Austral. 1
 a mythical amphibious monster inhabiting inland waterways.

2
 [often as modifier] an impostor or pretender:


Australia's bunyip aristocracy.


– ORIGIN
 from Wemba-Wemba banib.



ka·ross
 /kə'räs/ ▸ n
 . S. African a rug or blanket of sewn animal skins, formerly worn as a garment by African people, now used as a bed or floor covering.

– ORIGIN
 South African Dutch, from Khoikhoi karos.



par·kade
 /pär'kād/ ▸ n
 . Canadian a multistory parking garage.

– ORIGIN
 1950s: from 
PARK

 , on the pattern of arcade.



ser·vi·ette
 /ˌsarvē'et/ ▸ n
 . Brit & Canadian a table napkin.

– ORIGIN
 late 15th cent.: from Old French, from servir
 ‘to serve.’


snog
 /snäg/ Brit. informal ▸ v
 . (snogs, snogging, snogged)
 [with obi.] kiss and caress amorously.

▸ n
 . an act or spell of amorous kissing and caressing.

– DERIVATIVES
 snog·ger n.


– ORIGIN
 1940s: of unknown origin.


tuque
 /t(y)oōk/ ▸ n. Canadian a close-fitting knitted stocking cap.

– ORIGIN
 Canadian French form of 
TOQUE
 .



tyke
 /tīk/ (also tike
 ) ▸ n. 1
 [usu. with adj.] informal a small child: is the little tyke up to his tricks again?
 ■ [usu. as modifier] Canadian an initiation level of sports competition for young children: tyke hockey.


2
 dated, chiefly Brit, an unpleasant or coarse man.

3
 a dog, esp. a mongrel.

– ORIGIN
 late Middle English (sense 2 and sense 3): from Old Norse tík
 ‘bitch.’

The underlying approach has been to get away from the traditional, parochial notion that “correct” English belongs to a chosen few in any one geographical area or social class. A network of consultants in all parts of the English-speaking world has assisted in this by giving information and answering queries—by e-mail, on a regular, often daily basis—on all aspects of the language in a particular region. Often, the aim has been to find out whether a particular word, sense, or expression, well known and standard in American English, is used anywhere else. The picture that emerges is one of complex interactions among an overlapping set of regional standards.

The vast majority of words and senses in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 are common to all the major regional standard varieties of English, but where important local differences exist, the New Oxford American Dictionary
 records them. There are over 6,000 geographical labels on words and senses in this dictionary, but this contrasts with more than ten times that number that are not labeled at all.

The complexity of the overall picture has necessarily been simplified, principally for reasons of space and clarity of presentation. For example, a label such as “chiefly Brit.” implies, but does not state, that a term is not standard in American English, though it may nevertheless be found in some local varieties in the United States. The label “Brit.,” on the other hand, implies that the use is found typically in standard British English but is not found in standard American English, though it may be found elsewhere.




Spelling






It is often said that English spelling is both irregular and illogical, and it is certainly true that it is only indirectly related to contemporary pronunciation. English spelling reflects not modern pronunciation but the pronunciation of the 16th and 17th centuries, in particular through the influence of the works of Shakespeare and the Authorized Version of the Bible. However, in the two centuries between Chaucer and Shakespeare, English pronunciation had undergone huge changes, but spelling had failed to follow.

In the 18th century, standard spelling became almost completely fixed. The dictionaries written in this period, particularly Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary of the English Language
 (1755), helped establish this standard, which, with only minor change and variation, is the standard accepted in British English today. Just over fifty years after the American colonies became independent, in 1828, Noah Webster published a dictionary with many of the spellings that we recognize today as being distinctly American rather than British. The complex history of the English language, together with the absence of any ruling body imposing “spelling reform,” has ensured that many idiosyncrasies and anomalies in standard spelling have not only arisen but have also been preserved.

The New Oxford American Dictionary
 gives advice and information on spelling, particularly those cases that are irregular or that otherwise cause difficulty for native speakers. The main categories are summarized below.


Variant spellings




The main form of each word given in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 is always the standard American spelling. If there is a standard variant, e.g., a standard British spelling variant, this is indicated at the top of the entry and is cross-referred if its alphabetical position is more than five entries distant from the main entry.




esophagus
 (Brit, oesophagus)



oesophagus
 British spelling of ESOPHAGUS.



phyllo
 (also filo)



filo
 variant spelling of PHYLLO.




Other variants, such as archaic, old-fashioned, or informal spellings, are cross-referred to the main entry, but are not themselves listed at the parent entry.


cyder
 archaic spelling of CIDER.



Hyphenation




Although standard spelling in English is fixed, the use of hyphenation is not. In standard American English, a few general rules are followed, and these are outlined below.


Hyphenation of noun compounds
 : There is no hard-and-fast rule to determine whether, for example, airstream
 , air stream
 , or air-stream
 is correct. All forms are found in use: all are recorded in the Oxford English Corpus and other standard texts. However, there is a broad tendency to avoid hyphenation for noun compounds in modern English (except when used to show grammatical function: see below). Thus there is, for example, a preference for airstream
 rather than air-stream
 , and for air raid
 rather than air-raid
 . Although this is a tendency in both American and British English, there is an additional preference in American English for the form to be one word and in British English for the form to be two words—e.g., airfare
 tends to be the most common form in American English, while air fare
 tends to be the most common form in British English. To save space and avoid confusion, only one of the three potential forms of each noun compound (the standard American one) is generally used as the headword form in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 . This does not, however, imply that other forms are incorrect or not used.


Grammatical function:
 Hyphens are also used to perform certain grammatical functions. When a noun compound made up of two separate words (e.g., credit card
 ) is placed before another noun and used to modify it, the general rule is that the noun compound becomes hyphenated, e.g., I have overused my credit card and am now in credit-card debt
 . This sort of regular alternation is seen in example sentences in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 but is not otherwise explicitly mentioned in the dictionary entries.

A similar alternation is found in compound adjectives such as well intentioned
 . When used predicatively (i.e., after the verb), such adjectives are unhyphenated, but when used attributively (i.e., before the noun), they are hyphenated: his remarks were well intentioned
 ; a well-intentioned remark
 .

A general rule governing verb compounds means that, where a noun compound is two words (e.g., beta test
 ), any verb derived from it is normally hyphenated (to beta-test
 : the system was beta-tested
 ). Similarly, verbal nouns and adjectives are more often hyphenated than ordinary noun or adjective compounds (e.g., epoch-making
 , nation-building
 ).


Inflection




Compared with other languages, English has comparatively few inflections, and those that exist are remarkably regular. We add an -s
 to most nouns to make a plural; we add -ed
 to most verbs to make a past tense or a past participle, and -ing
 to make a present participle.

Occasionally, a difficulty arises: for example, a single consonant after a short stressed vowel is doubled before adding -ed
 or -ing
 (hum
 , hums
 , humming
 , hummed
 ). In addition, words borrowed from other languages generally bring their foreign inflections with them, causing problems for English speakers who are not proficient in those languages.

In all such cases, guidance is given in the New Oxford American Dictionary
 . The main areas covered are outlined below.


Verbs




The following forms are regarded as regular and are therefore not shown in the dictionary:




	third person singular present forms adding -s
 to the stem (or -es
 to stems ending in -s
 , -x
 , -z
 , -sh
 , or soft -ch
 ), e.g., find
 ➤ finds
 ; crush
 ➤ crushes


	past tenses and past participles dropping a final silent e
 and adding -ed
 to the stem, e.g., change
 ➤ changed
 ; dance
 ➤ danced


	present participles dropping a final silent e
 and adding -ing
 to the stem, e.g., change
 ➤ changing
 ; dance
 ➤ dancing






Other forms are given in the dictionary, notably for:




	verbs that inflect by doubling a consonant, e.g., bat
 ➤ bats, batting
 , batted


	verbs ending in -y
 that inflect by changing -y
 to -i
 , e.g., try
 ➤ tries
 , trying, tried


	verbs in which past tense and past participle do not follow the regular -ed
 pattern, e.g., feel
 ➤ past felt
 ; awake
 ➤ past awoke
 ; ➤ past part. awoken


	present participles that add -ing
 but retain a final e
 (in order to make clear that the pronunciation of g
 remains soft), e.g., singe
 ➤ singeing







Nouns




Plurals formed by adding -s
 (or -es
 when they end in -s
 , -x
 , -z
 , -sh
 , or soft -ch
 ) are regarded as regular and are not shown, e.g., dog
 ➤ dogs
 ; lunch
 ➤ lunches


Other plural forms are given in the dictionary, notably for:




	nouns ending in -i
 or -o
 , e.g., agouti
 ➤ agoutis
 ; albino
 ➤ albinos


	nouns ending in -a
 , -um
 , or -us
 that are or appear to be Latinate forms, e.g., alumna
 ➤ alumnae
 ; spectrum
 ➤ spectra
 ; alveolus
 ➤ alveoli


	nouns ending in -y
 , e.g., fly
 ➤ flies
 ; party
 ➤ parties


	nouns with more than one plural form, e.g., crux
 ➤ cruxes
 or cruces
 ; money
 ➤ moneys
 or monies


	nouns with plurals showing a change in the stem, e.g., foot
 ➤ feet
 ; louse
 ➤ lice


	nouns with plurals unchanged from the singular form, e.g., sheep
 ➤ (
 pl. same
 ); bonsai
 ➤ (pl. same
 )






Adjectives




The following forms for comparative and superlative are regarded as regular and are not shown in the dictionary:




	words of one syllable adding -er
 and -est
 , e.g., great
 ➤ greater
 , greatest


	words of one syllable ending in silent e
 , which drop the -e
 and add -er
 and -est
 , e.g., brave
 ➤ braver
 , bravest


	words that form the comparative and superlative by adding “more” and “most”; e.g., beautiful
 ➤ more beautiful, most beautiful






Other forms are given in the dictionary, notably for:




	adjectives that form the comparative and superlative by doubling a final consonant, e.g., hot
 ➤ hotter
 , hottest


	two-syllable adjectives that form the comparative and superlative with -er
 and -est
 (typically adjectives ending in -y
 and their negative forms), e.g., happy
 ➤ happier
 , happiest
 ; unhappy
 ➤ unhappier
 , unhappiest.











How to use this dictionary
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Key to pronunciations







This dictionary uses a simple respelling system to show how entries are pronounced, using the symbols listed below. Generally, only the first of two or more identical headwords will have a pronunciation respelling. Where a derivative simply adds a common suffix such as -less
 , -ness
 , or -ly
 to the headword, the derivative may not have a pronunciation respelling unless some other element of the pronunciation also changes.







	



	
a 




	

as in
 hat
 /hat/, fashion
 /'faSH
 ən/, carry
 /'karē/







	
ā 




	

as in
 day
 /dā/, rate
 /rāt/, maid
 /mād/, prey
 /prā/







	
ä 




	

as in
 lot
 /lät/, father
 /'fä

TH


 ər/, barnyard
 /'bärn'
 yärd/







	
b 




	

as in
 big
 /big/







	

CH
  




	

as in
 church
 /CH
 ərch/, picture
 /'pikCH
 ər/







	
d 




	

as in
 dog
 /dôg/, bed
 /bed/







	
e 




	

as in
 men
 /men/, bet
 /bet/, ferry
 /'ferē/







	
ē 




	

as in
 feet
 /fēt/, receive
 /ri'sēv/







	
e(ə)r 




	

as in
 air
 /e(ə)r/, care
 /ke(ə)r/







	
ə 




	

as in
 about
 /ə'bout/, soda
 /'sōdə/, mother
 /'məthər/, person
 /'pərsən/







	
f 




	

as in
 free
 /frē/, graph
 /graf/, tough
 /təf/







	
g 




	

as in
 get
 /get/, exist
 /ig'zist/, egg
 /eg/







	
h 




	

as in
 her
 /hər/, behave
 /bi'hāv/







	
i 




	

as in
 fit
 /fit/, guild
 /gild/, women
 /'wimin/







	
ī 




	

as in
 time
 /tīm/, guide
 /gīd/, hire
 /hī(ə)r/, sky
 /skī/







	
i(ə)r 




	

as in
 ear
 /i(ə)r/, beer
 /bi(ə)r/, pierce
 /pi(ə)rs/







	
j 




	

as in
 judge
 /jəj/, carriage
 /'karij/







	
k 




	

as in
 kettle
 /'ketl/, cut
 /kət/, quick
 /kwik/







	
l 




	

as in
 lap
 /lap/, cellar
 /'selər/, cradle
 /'krādl/







	
m 




	

as in
 main
 /mān/, dam
 /dam/







	
n 




	

as in
 need
 /nēd/, honor
 /'änər/, maiden
 /'mādn/







	

NG
  




	

as in
 sing
 /siNG
 /, anger
 /'aNG
 gər/







	
ō 




	

as in
 go
 /gō/, promote
 /prə'mōt/







	
ô 




	

as in
 law
 /lô/, thought
 /thôt/, lore
 /lôr/







	
oi 




	

as in
 boy
 /boi/, noisy
 /'noizē/







	
oŏ 




	

as in
 wood
 /woŏd/, football
 /'foŏt'
 bôl/, sure
 /SH
 oŏr/







	
oō 




	

as in
 food
 /foōd/, music
 /'myoōzik/







	
ou 




	

as in
 mouse
 /mous/, coward
 /'kou(ə)rd/







	
p 




	

as in
 put
 /poŏt/, cap
 /kap/







	
r 




	

as in
 run
 /rən/, fur
 /fər/, spirit
 /'spirit/







	
s 




	

as in
 sit
 /sit/, lesson
 /'lesən/, face
 /fās/







	

SH
  




	

as in
 shut
 /shət/, social
 /'sōSH
 əl/, action
 /'akSH
 ən/







	
t 




	

as in
 top
 /täp/, seat
 /sēt/, forty
 /'fôrte/







	

TH
  




	

as in
 thin
 /TH
 in/, truth
 /troōTH
 /







	



TH


  




	

as in
 then
 /

TH


 en/, father
 /'fä

TH


 ər/







	
v 




	

as in
 never
 /'nevər/, very
 /'verē/







	
w 




	

as in
 wait
 /wāt/, quit
 /kwit/







	
(h)w 




	

as in
 when
 /(h)wen/, which
 /(h)wiCH
 /







	
y 




	

as in
 yet
 /yet/, accuse
 /ə'kyoōz/







	
z 




	

as in
 zipper
 /'zipər/, musician
 /myoō'ziSH
 ən/







	

ZH
  




	

as in
 measure
 /'meZH
 ər/, vision
 /'viZH
 ən/









Foreign Sounds





KH
 as in
 Bach
 /bäKH
 /

A fricative consonant pronounced with the tongue in the same position as for /k/, as in German Buch
 and ich
 , or Scottish loch
 .


N
 as in
 en route
 /äN
 'roōt/, Rodin
 /rōdaN
 /

The /N
 / does not represent a separate sound; it indicates that the preceding vowel is nasalized, as in French bon
 (bon voyage) and en
 (en route).

œ as in
 hors d’oeuvre
 /ôr 'dœvrə/, Goethe
 /'gœtə/

A vowel made by rounding the lips as with /ô/ while saying /e/ or /ā/, as in French boeuf
 and feu
 , or German Hölle
 and Höhle
 .

y as in
 Lully
 /ly'lē/, Utrecht
 /'y'
 treKH
 t/

A vowel made by rounding the lips as with /oŏ/ or /oō/ while saying /i/ or /ē/, as in French rue
 or German fühlen
 .


Stress Marks




Stress (or accent) is represented by marks placed before the affected syllable. The primary stress mark is a short, raised vertical line /'/ which signifies that the heaviest emphasis should be placed on the syllable that follows. The secondary stress mark is a short, lowered vertical line /'
 / which signifies a somewhat weaker emphasis than on the syllable with primary stress.


Variant Pronunciations




There are several ways in which variant pronunciations are indicated in the respellings.

Some respellings show a pronunciation symbol within parentheses to indicate a possible variation in pronunciation; for example, in sandwich
 /'san(d)wiCH
 / sometimes the /d/ is pronounced, while at other times it is not.

Variant pronunciations may be respelled in full, separated by semicolons. The more common pronunciation is listed first, if this can be determined, but many variants are so common and widespread as to be of equal status.

Variant pronunciations may be indicated by respelling only the part of the word that changes. A hyphen will replace the part of the pronunciation that has remained the same. These ‘cutback’ respellings will occur primarily in three areas:





a) where the headword has a variant pronunciation: quasiparticle
 /'
 kwāzī'pärtikəl; '
 kwäzē-/





b) in derivative forms: dangle
 /'daNG
 gəl/      dangler
 /-glər/      dangly
 /-glē/




Note:
 Cutbacks in derivatives always refer back to the headword respelling, not the preceding derivative.





c) at irregular plurals: parenthesis
 /pə'renTH
 əsis/      parentheses
 /-'
 sēz/




Note:
 A hyphen sometimes serves to separate syllables where the respelling might otherwise look confusing, as at reinforce /'
 rē-in'fôrs/.






Key to abbreviations











	



	
abbr. 




	
abbreviation







	
adj. 




	
adjective







	
adv. 




	
adverb







	
attrib. 




	
attributive







	
Austral. 




	
Australian







	
Brit. 




	
British







	
C 




	
Celsius







	
c. 




	
circa (‘about, around’)







	
cent. 




	
century







	
chem. 




	
chemical







	
cm 




	
centimeter, centimeters







	
comb. 




	
combining







	
conj. 




	
conjunction







	
cu. 




	
cubic







	
e.g. 




	
exempli gratia (‘for example’)







	
esp. 




	
especially







	
etc. 




	
et cetera (‘and other things’)







	
exclam. 




	
exclamation







	
F 




	
Fahrenheit







	
fem. 




	
feminine







	
fl. 




	
flourished







	
fl. oz. 




	
fluid ounce, fluid ounces







	
ft. 




	
foot, feet







	
i.e. 




	
id est (‘that is’)







	
in. 




	
inch, inches







	
intrans. 




	
intransitive







	
kg 




	
kilogram, kilograms







	
km 




	
kilometer, kilometers







	
l 




	
liter, liters







	
lb. 




	
pound, pounds







	
m 




	
meter, meters







	
masc. 




	
masculine







	
mi. 




	
mile, miles







	
ml 




	
milliliter, milliliters







	
mm 




	
millimeter, millimeters







	
mph 




	
miles per hour







	
n. 




	
noun







	
N. Amer. 




	
North American







	
N. English 




	
Northern English







	
N. Irish 




	
Northern Irish







	
NZ 




	
New Zealand







	
obj. 




	
object







	
oz. 




	
ounce, ounces







	
part. 




	
participle







	
pl. 




	
plural







	
pop. 




	
population







	
predic. 




	
predicative







	
prep. 




	
preposition







	
pron. 




	
pronoun







	
rpm 




	
revolutions per minute







	
S. African 




	
South African







	
sc. 




	
scilicet (‘that is to say’)







	
sing. 




	
singular







	
sq. 




	
square







	
trans. 




	
transitive







	
UK 




	
United Kingdom







	
US 




	
United States







	
usu. 




	
usually







	
v. 




	
verb







	
var. 




	
variety







	
vs. 




	
versus







	
W. Indian 




	
West Indian







	
yd. 




	
yard, yards
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3D printer






noun




a machine allowing the creation of a physical object from a three-dimensional digital model, typically by laying down many thin layers of a material in succession




•
 
he is using his 3D printer to make a replica of a 1961 Aston Martin.




















a

 
/ā ə /

 
an





I.
 
determiner



1.
 
used when referring to someone or something for the first time in a text or conversation




•
 
a man came out of the room




•
 
it has been an honor to have you




•
 
we need people with a knowledge of languages.







Compare with the
 .




2.
 
used with units of measurement to mean one such unit




•
 
a hundred




•
 
a quarter of an hour.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — one single; any




•
 
I simply haven't a thing to wear.










4.
 
used when mentioning the name of someone not known to the speaker




•
 
a Mr. Smith telephoned.










5.
 
someone like (the name specified)




•
 
you're no better than a Hitler.










6.
 
used to indicate membership of a class of people or things




•
 
he is a lawyer




•
 
this car is a BMW.










7.
 
used when expressing rates or ratios; in, to, or for each; per




•
 
typing 60 words a minute




•
 
cost as much as eight dollars a dozen.

















– origin

 Middle English: weak form of 
ān

 ‘one.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 The article 
a

 can be pronounced either /ā/, when stressed (“He gave you 
a

 flower?”—that is, only one flower), or /ə/, when unstressed (“He gave you a 
flower

 ?”—that is, the emphasis is on 
flower

 , not on the number of flowers). The form 
an

 is used before words beginning with a vowel sound. 
2

 On the question of using 
a

 or 
an

 before words beginning with 
h

 , see also usage at an
 .





A1


 
/ā /

 
a





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the first letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the first in a set of items, categories, sizes, etc.




3.
 
denoting the first of two or more hypothetical people or things




•
 
suppose A had killed B.










4.
 
the highest class of academic mark.




5.
 
(
a

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the first file from the left, as viewed from white's side of the board.




6.
 
(usu. 
a

 )
 — the first fixed quantity in an algebraic expression.




7.
 
(
A

 )
 — the human blood type (in the ABO system) containing the A agglutinogen and lacking the B.




8.
 
a shape like that of a capital A


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an A-shape.







See also A-frame
 , A-line
 .




9.
 


[Music]

 the sixth note of the diatonic scale of C major.




10.
 
a key based on a scale with A as its keynote.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
from A to B






from one's starting point to one's destination




•
 
most road atlases will get you from A to B.















2.
 
from A to Z






over the entire range; completely




•
 
make sure you understand the subject from A to Z.















3.
 
plan A






one's original plan or strategy




•
 
plan A having gone horribly wrong, Ferguson used the interval to change his formation.







Compare with plan B
 .

















A2


 
/ā/






abbreviation



1.
 
ace (used in describing play in bridge and other card games)




•
 
you cash AK of hearts.










2.
 
ampere(s).




3.
 
(
Å

 )
 — ångstrom(s).




4.
 
answer




•
 
Q: What's the senator's zodiac sign? A: He's a Leo.










5.
 
(in personal ads) Asian.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 A level.














a-1






I.
 
prefix




not; without




•
 
atheistic




•
 
atypical.

















– origin

 from Greek.






a-2






I.
 
prefix



1.
 
to; toward




•
 
aside




•
 
ashore.










2.
 
in a specified state or manner




•
 
asleep




•
 
aloud.










3.
 
in the process of (an activity)




•
 
a-hunting.










4.
 
on




•
 
afoot.










5.
 
in




•
 
nowadays.

















– origin

 Old English, unstressed form of on
 .





a-3







prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
sc

 , 
sp

 , and 
st

 (as in 
ascend

 , 
aspire

 , and 
astringent

 ).













a-4







prefix



1.
 
of




•
 
anew.







[unstressed form of of
 .]




2.
 
utterly




•
 
abash.







[from Anglo-Norman French (corresponding to Old French 
e-

 , 
es-

 ), from Latin 
ex

 .]














-a1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming:




2.
 
ancient or Latinized modern names of animals and plants




•
 
primula.










3.
 
names of oxides




•
 
baryta.










4.
 
geographical names




•
 
Africa.










5.
 
ancient or Latinized modern feminine forenames




•
 
Lydia.










6.
 
nouns from Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish




•
 
duenna




•
 
stanza.

















– origin

 representing a Greek, Latin, or Romance feminine singular.






-a2







suffix



1.
 
forming plural nouns:




2.
 
from Greek or Latin neuter plurals corresponding to a singular in 
-um

 or 
-on

 (such as 
addenda

 , 
phenomena

 ).




3.
 
in names (often from modern Latin) of zoological groups




•
 
Protista




•
 
Insectivora.



















-a3






I.
 
suffix



1.
 


‹informal›

 of




•
 
coupla.










2.
 


‹informal›

 have




•
 
mighta.










3.
 


‹informal›

 to




•
 
oughta.

















– origin

 representing a casual pronunciation.





A1

 
/ˈˌāˈwən/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 very good or well; excellent




•
 
guitar in A1 condition.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Nautical]

 (of a vessel) equipped to the highest standard, especially as certified by a classification society; first-class.













A3






noun



1.
 
a standard European size of paper, 420 × 297 mm


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
A3 posters.










2.
 
A3 paper




•
 
a prospectus printed on A3.



















A4






noun



1.
 
a standard European size of paper, 210 × 297 mm


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an A4 page.










2.
 
A4 paper




•
 
several sheets of A4.



















A5






noun



1.
 
a standard European size of paper, 210 × 148 mm


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a little A5 booklet.










2.
 
A5 paper




•
 
printed on A5.




















aa

 
/ˈäˌä/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 basaltic lava forming very rough jagged masses with a light frothy texture.

Often contrasted with pahoehoe
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hawaiian ’
a-'a

 .





AA

 
/ˈˌā ˈā/






abbreviation



1.
 
Alcoholics Anonymous.




2.
 
antiaircraft.




3.
 
administrative assistant.




4.
 
Associate of Arts.













AAA

 
/ˌtripəlˈā/






abbreviation



1.
 
American Automobile Association.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 see triple A
 .













AAAS






abbreviation




American Association for the Advancement of Science.














Aachen

 
/ˈäKHən ˈäkən/






an industrial city and spa in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 258,800 (est. 2006).

French name Aix-la-Chapelle
 .









AAD






abbreviation




analog analog digital, indicating that a musical recording was made and mastered in analog form before being stored digitally.













Aalborg

 
/ˈôlˌbôrɡ ˈälˌbôrɡ /

 
Ålborg






an industrial city and port in northern Jutland, Denmark; pop. 101,497 (2009).









Aalto, Alvar

 
/ˈältō/






(1898–1976), Finnish architect and designer; full name 
Hugo Alvar Henrik Aalto

 . He is known as the inventor of bent plywood furniture.









AAM






abbreviation




air-to-air missile.













A & M






abbreviation






(US)

 Agricultural and Mechanical (college).













A & R






abbreviation




artist(s) and repertory, used to denote employees of a record company who select and sign new artists.














aardvark

 
/ˈärdˌvärk/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal burrowing mammal with long ears, a tubular snout, and a long extensible tongue, feeding on ants and termites. Aardvarks are native to Africa and have no close relatives.

Also called ant bear
 . [
Orycteropus afer

 , the only living member of the family 
Orycteropidae

 and order 
Tubulidentata

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from South African Dutch, from 
aarde

 ‘earth’ + 
vark

 ‘pig.’





aardwolf

 
/ˈärdwo͝olf/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal black-striped African mammal of the hyena family, feeding mainly on termites.

[
Proteles cristatus

 , family 
Hyaenidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from South African Dutch, from 
aarde

 ‘earth’ + 
wolf

 ‘wolf.’





aargh

 
/är, ärɡ /

 
argh





I.
 
exclamation




used as an expression of anguish, horror, rage, or other strong emotion, often with humorous intent.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative, lengthened form of ah
 , expressing a prolonged cry.





Aarhus

 
/ˈôrˌho͞os ˈärˌho͞os /

 
Århus






a city on the coast of eastern Jutland, Denmark; pop. 239,865 (2009).










Aaron

 
/ˈerən/






(in the Bible) brother of Moses and traditional founder of the Jewish priesthood.









Aaron, Hank

 
/ˈe(ə)rən, ˈar-/






(1934–), US baseball player; full name 
Henry Louis Aaron

 . His career record for home runs (755) was unbroken until 2007. Baseball Hall of Fame (1982).










Aaron's beard

 
/ˈerənz ˈbi(ə)rd/





I.
 
noun




a name given to various plants, esp. the rose of Sharon
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alluding to Aaron
 , whose beard “went down to the skirts of his garments” (Psalms 133:2), because of the prominent hairy stamens or the long runners that some of these plants put out.





Aaron's rod

 
/ˈerənz ˈräd/





I.
 
noun




another term for the great or common mullein.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alluding to Aaron
 , whose staff was said to have flowered (Numbers 17:8).





AARP

 
/ärp, ˈā ˈā ˈär ˈpē/






abbreviation




American Association of Retired Persons.













AAU






abbreviation




Amateur Athletic Union.













AAUP






abbreviation



1.
 
American Association of University Presses.




2.
 
American Association of University Professors.













AAVE






abbreviation






[Linguistics]

 African-American Vernacular English.













Ab1


 
/äb, äv /

 
Av





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the eleventh month of the civil year and the fifth month of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of July and August.











– origin

 from Hebrew ’
āḇ

 .





Ab2


 
/äb/






abbreviation






[Biology]

 antibody.













AB1







noun




a human blood type (in the ABO system) containing both the A and B agglutinogens. In blood transfusion, a person with blood of this group is a potential universal recipient.













AB2







abbreviation



1.
 
able seaman; able-bodied seaman.

[from 
able-bodied

 .]




2.
 


(US)

 Bachelor of Arts.

[from Latin 
Artium Baccalaureus

 .]




3.
 
airman basic.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 at bat.




5.
 
Alberta (in official postal use).














ab-

 
abs-





I.
 
prefix




away; from




•
 
abaxial




•
 
abominate.

















– origin

 from Latin.





ABA






abbreviation



1.
 
American Bar Association.




2.
 
American Basketball Association.




3.
 
American Bankers Association.




4.
 
American Booksellers Association.














abaca

 
/ˈabəkä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large herbaceous Philippine plant of the banana family that yields Manila hemp.

[
Musa textilis

 , family 
Musaceae

 .]




2.
 
Manila hemp.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Spanish from Tagalog 
abaká

 .






aback

 
/əˈbak/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 toward or situated to the rear




•
 
the little strip of pasture aback of the house.










2.
 


[Sailing]

 with the sail pressed backward against the mast by a headwind.








II.
 
phrases





take someone aback






shock or surprise someone




•
 
he was taken aback by the sharpness in her voice.





















– origin

 Old English 
on bæc

 . Long written as two words, the term came to be treated as a single word in nautical use.





abacus

 
/ˈabəkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an oblong frame with rows of wires or grooves along which beads are slid, used for calculating.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 the flat slab on top of a capital, supporting the architrave.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a board strewn with sand on which to draw figures): from Latin, from Greek 
abax

 , 
abak-

 ‘slab, drawing board,’ of Semitic origin; probably related to Hebrew '
āḇāq

 ‘dust.’





Abadan

 
/ˌäbəˈdän, ˌabəˈdan/






a major port and oil-refining center on an island of the same name on the Shatt al-Arab waterway in western Iran; pop. 219,772 (2006).










Abaddon

 
/əˈbadn/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a name for the Devil or for hell.







– origin

 late Middle English: via Greek from Hebrew 
῾ăḇaddōn

 ‘destruction.’ Its use for ‘hell’ arose in the late 17th cent.






abaft

 
/əˈbaft /

 

‹Nautical›






I.
 
adverb




in or behind the stern of a ship.








II.
 
preposition




nearer the stern than; behind




•
 
the yacht has a shower just abaft the galley.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘backward’): from a-
 2
 (expressing motion) + archaic 
baft

 ‘in the rear.’






Abakan

 
/ˌäbəˈkän, ˌəbə-/






an industrial city in south central Russia, capital of the republic of Khakassia; pop. 163,200 (est. 2008).

Former name (until 1931) Ust-Abakanskoe
 .










abalone

 
/ˌabəˈlōnē ˈabəˌlōnē/





I.
 
noun




an edible mollusk of warm seas that has a shallow ear-shaped shell lined with mother-of-pearl and pierced with respiratory holes.

Also called ear shell
 . [Genus 
Haliotis

 , family 
Haliotidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Latin American Spanish from 
aulun

 , from an American Indian language of Monterey Bay, California.





abandon

 
/əˈbandən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give up completely (a course of action, a practice, or a way of thinking)




•
 
he had clearly abandoned all pretense of trying to succeed.










2.
 
discontinue (a scheduled event) before completion




•
 
against the background of perceived threats, the tour was abandoned.










3.
 
cease to support or look after (someone); desert




•
 
her natural mother had abandoned her at an early age.










4.
 
leave (a place or vehicle) empty or uninhabited, without intending to return




•
 
derelict houses were abandoned.










5.
 
(
abandon someone/something to

 )
 — condemn someone or something to (a specified fate) by ceasing to take an interest in or look after them




•
 
it was an attempt to persuade businesses not to abandon the area to inner-city deprivation.










6.
 
(
abandon oneself to

 )
 — allow oneself to indulge in (a desire or impulse)




•
 
abandoning herself to moony fantasies.














II.
 
noun




complete lack of inhibition or restraint




•
 
she sings and sways with total abandon.














III.
 
phrases





abandon ship





a.
 
leave a ship because it is sinking.




b.
 
hurriedly leave an organization or enterprise




•
 
he would rather abandon ship now than resign in shame in two years.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
abandoner

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
bandon

 ‘control,’ based on late Latin 
bannus

 , 
bannum

 (see ban
 1
 ). The original sense was ‘bring under control,’ later ‘give in to the control of, surrender to’ (sense 3).





abandoned

 
/əˈband(ə)nd/






adjective



1.
 
having been deserted or cast off




•
 
an abandoned car




•
 
abandoned pets.










2.
 
unrestrained; uninhibited




•
 
a wild, abandoned dance.



















abandonment

 
/əˈbandənmənt/






noun




the action or fact of abandoning or being abandoned




•
 
she had a feeling of utter abandonment and loneliness.



















abandonware

 
/əˈbandənˌwer/






noun




computer software that is no longer distributed or supported by the developer or copyright holder




•
 
those who illegally distribute abandonware on the Web see themselves as archivists who are helping save old computer programs for posterity.




















abase

 
/əˈbās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
behave in a way so as to belittle or degrade (someone)




•
 
I watched my colleagues 
abasing themselves

 before the board of trustees.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
abaissier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
baissier

 ‘to lower,’ based on late Latin 
bassus

 ‘short of stature.’ The spelling has been influenced by base
 2
 .





abasement

 
/əˈbāsmənt/






noun




the action or fact of abasing or being abased; humiliation or degradation.














abash

 
/əˈbaSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
abashed

 )


1.
 
cause to feel embarrassed, disconcerted, or ashamed




•
 
she was not abashed at being caught.














II.
 
derivatives





abashment

 
/əˈbaSHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
abaïss-

 ; compare with Old French 
esbaïss-

 , lengthened stem of 
esbaïr

 , from 
es-

 ‘utterly’ + 
baïr

 ‘astound.’






abate

 
/əˈbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something perceived as hostile, threatening, or negative) become less intense or widespread




•
 
the storm suddenly abated.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to become smaller or less intense




•
 
nothing abated his crusading zeal.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 lessen, reduce, or remove (especially a nuisance)




•
 
this action would not have been sufficient to abate the odor nuisance.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the legal sense ‘put a stop to (a nuisance)’): from Old French 
abatre

 ‘to fell,’ from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
batre

 ‘to beat’ (from Latin 
battere

 , 
battuere

 ‘to beat’).





abatement

 
/əˈbātmənt/





I.
 
noun




(often in legal use) the ending, reduction, or lessening of something




•
 
noise abatement




•
 
an abatement in the purchase price.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
abatre

 ‘fell, put an end to’ (see abate
 ).





abattoir

 
/ˈabəˌtwär/





I.
 
noun




a slaughterhouse.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
abattre

 ‘to fell.’





a battuta

 
/ˌä bäˈto͞otä/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (typically as a direction) returning to strict tempo.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘to the beating.’






abaxial

 
/aˈbaksēəl/






adjective






[Botany]

 facing away from the stem of a plant (especially denoting the lower surface of a leaf).

The opposite of adaxial
 .













abaya

 
/əˈbīə/





I.
 
noun




a full-length, sleeveless outer garment worn by some Muslim women.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic 
'abāya

 .






Abba

 
/ˈäbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the New Testament) an intimate term for God as father.




2.
 
(in the Syrian Orthodox and Coptic churches) a title given to bishops and patriarchs.











– origin

 via Greek from Aramaic 
῾abbā

 ‘daddy.’





abbacy

 
/ˈabəsē/





I.
 
noun




the office or period of office of an abbot or abbess.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
abbacia

 , from 
abbas

 , 
abbat-

 (see abbot
 ).





Abbas, Ferhat

 
/äˈbäs/






(1899–1989), Algerian nationalist leader. He was president of the Algerian provisional government from 1958 and then president of the constituent assembly of independent Algeria 1962–63.









Abbas, Mahmoud

 
/äˈbäs/






(1935–), Palestinian statesman, president of the Palestinian National Authority since 2005, and chairman of the PLO since 2004; also known as 
Abu Mazen

 .









Abbasid

 
/ˈabəsid, əˈbasid/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a dynasty of caliphs who ruled in Baghdad from 750 to 1258.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Abbasid dynasty.











– origin

 named after 
al-Abbas

 (566–652), the prophet Muhammad's uncle: the dynasty was founded by his descendants.





abbatial

 
/əˈbāSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to an abbey, abbot, or abbess.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
abbatialis

 , from 
abbas

 , 
abbat-

 (see abbot
 ).





abbé

 
/aˈbā/





I.
 
noun




(in France) an abbot or other cleric




•
 
the abbé was his confessor




•
 [as 
title

 ]
 
Abbé Pierre.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: French, from ecclesiastical Latin 
abbas

 , 
abbat-

 (see abbot
 ).





abbess

 
/ˈabəs/





I.
 
noun




a woman who is the head of an abbey of nuns.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
abbesse

 ‘female abbot,’ from ecclesiastical Latin 
abbatissa

 , from 
abbas

 , 
abbat-

 (see abbot
 ).






Abbevillian

 
/abˈvilēən, ˌabə- /

 
Abbevillean





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 
‹dated›

 of, relating to, or denoting the first Paleolithic culture in Europe. It is now usually referred to as the Lower Acheulean.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Abbevillian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 
‹dated›

 the Abbevillian culture or period.











– origin

 1930s: from French 
Abbevillien

 ‘from 
Abbeville

 ,’ a town in northern France where tools from this culture were discovered.





abbey

 
/ˈabē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the building or buildings occupied by a community of monks or nuns.




2.
 
a church or house that was formerly an abbey.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
abbeïe

 , from medieval Latin 
abbatia

 ‘abbacy,’ from 
abbas

 , 
abbat-

 (see abbot
 ).





Abbey Road

 
/ˌabē ˈrōd/






a road in northwestern London in England, west of Regents Park, the site of recording studios that are associated with the Beatles and other pop music figures.










abbot

 
/ˈabət/





I.
 
noun




a man who is the head of an abbey of monks.











– origin

 Old English 
abbod

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
abbas

 , 
abbat-

 , from Greek 
abbas

 ‘father,’ from Aramaic 
῾abbā

 (see Abba
 ).





Abbott, Berenice

 
/ˈabət/






(1898–1991), US photographer and teacher of photography. She is noted for her documentation of New York City in the 1930s, published in 
Changing New York

 (1939). She edited 
The World of Atget

 (1964).









Abbott, Sir John






(1821–93), Canadian Conservative statesman; full name 
John Joseph Caldwell Abbott

 . He was prime minister 1891–92.









Abbott, Tony

 
/ˈabət/






(1957–), Australian Liberal statesman, Prime Minister since 2013; full name 
Anthony John Abbott

 .









abbr.






abbreviation




abbreviation.














abbreviate

 
/əˈbrēvēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shorten (a word, phrase, or text)




•
 
the business of artists and repertory, commonly abbreviated to A&R.










2.
 
shorten the duration of; cut short




•
 
I decided to abbreviate my stay in Cambridge.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
abbreviat-

 ‘shortened,’ from the verb 
abbreviare

 , from Latin 
brevis

 ‘short.’





abbreviated

 
/əˈbrēvēˌādəd/






adjective




shortened; cut short




•
 
an abbreviated version of the earlier work




•
 
we intended to run an abbreviated event.



















abbreviation

 
/əˌbrēvēˈāSH(ə)n /

 
abbr.






noun



1.
 
a shortened form of a word or phrase.




2.
 
the process or result of abbreviating.













ABC1


 
/ˈˌā ˈˌbē ˈsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the alphabet.




2.
 
(also 
ABCs

 )
 — the rudiments of a subject




•
 
the 
ABCs of

 emergency heart-lung resuscitation.










3.
 
an alphabetical guide




•
 
an ABC of Civil War battlefields.














II.
 
phrases





easy (or simple) as ABC






extremely easy or straightforward.

















ABC2


 
/ˈˌā ˈˌbē ˈsē/






abbreviation




American Broadcasting Company.













ABC3


 
/ˈˌā ˈˌbē ˈsē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




an American-born person of Chinese descent




•
 
like many ABCs, his identity is a tapestry.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting American-born people of Chinese descent




•
 
some ABC parents send their children to Chinese language schools.

















– origin

 1970s: from the initial letters of 
American-born Chinese

 .





ABC Islands






the Caribbean islands of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curaçao.









ABD






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 all but dissertation, used to denote a student who has completed all other parts of a doctorate




•
 
ABDs will be considered, but receipt of the doctorate will be a condition of tenure.



















abdicate

 
/ˈabdəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a monarch) renounce one's throne




•
 
in 1918 Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated as German emperor




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Ferdinand abdicated the throne in favor of the emperor's brother.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fail to fulfill or undertake (a responsibility or duty)




•
 
the government was accused of abdicating its responsibility




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the secretary of state should not 
abdicate from

 leadership on educational issues.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
abdicat-

 ‘renounced,’ from the verb 
abdicare

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
dicare

 ‘declare.’





abdication

 
/ˌabdəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an act of abdicating or renouncing the throne




•
 
Edward VIII did not marry until after his abdication.










2.
 
failure to fulfill a responsibility or duty




•
 
we are witnessing an abdication of responsibility on the part of state governments.



















abdomen

 
/ˈabdəmən abˈdōmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the body of a vertebrate containing the digestive organs; the belly. In humans and other mammals, it is bounded by the diaphragm and the pelvis.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the posterior part of the body of an arthropod, especially the segments of an insect's body behind the thorax.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin.





abdominal

 
/ˌabˈdämən(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the abdomen




•
 
abdominal pain.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
abdominals

 )


1.
 
an abdominal muscle.








III.
 
derivatives





abdominally






adverb





















abdominoplasty

 
/abˈdämənəˌplastē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a surgical operation involving the removal of excess flesh from the abdomen.













abdominous

 
/abˈdämənəs/






adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a person) having a large belly; fat.













abducens

 
/abˈd(y)o͞osənz/






noun






[Anatomy]

 short for abducens nerve
 .













abducens nerve

 
/abˈd(y)o͞osənz ˌnərv/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the sixth pair of cranial nerves, supplying the muscles concerned with the lateral movement of the eyeballs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
abducens

 (modern Latin, ‘leading away’), from the Latin verb 
abducere

 .






abduct

 
/abˈdəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (someone) away illegally by force or deception; kidnap




•
 
the millionaire who disappeared may have been abducted.










2.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a muscle) move (a limb or part) away from the midline of the body or from another part.

The opposite of adduct
 1
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
abduct-

 ‘led away,’ from 
abducere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





abductee

 
/ˌabdəkˈtē/






noun




a person who has been abducted.













abduction

 
/abˈdəkSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or an instance of forcibly taking someone away against their will




•
 
they organized the abduction of Mr. Cordes on his way to the airport




•
 
abductions by armed men in plain clothes.










2.
 
(in legal use) the illegal removal of a child from parents or guardians.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 the movement of a limb or other part away from the midline of the body, or from another part.

The opposite of adduction
 (see adduct
 1
 ).














abductor

 
/abˈdəktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who abducts another person.




2.
 
(also 
abductor muscle

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction moves a limb or part away from the midline of the body, or from another part.

Compare with adductor
 .




3.
 
any of a number of specific muscles in the hand, forearm, or foot


[followed by Latin genitive]


•
 
abductor pollicis.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a term in anatomy): modern Latin (see abduct
 ).





Abdul Hamid II

 
/ˌäbdo͝ol häˌmēd T͟Həˈsekənd/






(1842–1918), the last sultan of Turkey 1876–1909. An autocratic ruler, he was deposed after the revolt of the Young Turks.









Abdul-Jabbar

 
/ˌäbdo͝oljəˈbär/






Kareem, (1947–), US basketball player; former name 
Lewis Ferdinand Alcindor

 . He played professionally for the Milwaukee Bucks 1969–75 and the Los Angeles Lakers 1975–89 and holds several records.










Abdullah ibn Hussein

 
/abˌdo͝olə ˌib(ə)n ho͝oˈsān/






(1882–1951), king of Jordan 1946–51. After serving as emir of Transjordan from 1921, he became king of Jordan at the time of independence. He was assassinated in 1951.









Abdullah II

 
/abˌdo͝olə T͟Həˈsekənd/






(1962–), king of Jordan since 1999; full name 
Abdullah II ibn al-Hussein

 . The son of King Hussein, he maintained a moderate political stance and initiated economic reforms.









Abdul Rahman, Tunku

 
/äbˈdo͝ol ˈrämən, ˈräKHmän, räKHˈmän/






(1903–90), Malayan statesman; prime minister of Malaya 1957–63 and of Malaysia 1963–70.









abeam

 
/əˈbēm/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
on a line at right angles to a ship's or an aircraft's length.




2.
 
(
abeam of

 )
 — opposite the middle of (a ship or aircraft)




•
 
she was lying almost abeam of us




•
 [as 
prep.

 ]
 
before I knew it, I was abeam the ship.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a-
 2
 (expressing general direction) + beam
 .





abecedarian

 
/ˌābēsēˈderēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arranged alphabetically




•
 
in abecedarian sequence.










2.
 
rudimentary; elementary




•
 
abecedarian technology.














II.
 
noun




a person who is just learning; a novice.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
abecedarius

 ‘alphabetical’ (from the names of the letters 
a

 , 
b

 , 
c

 , 
d

 ) + -an
 .






abed

 
/əˈbed/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in bed.











– origin

 Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘in, on’ + bed
 .





Abel

 
/ˈābəl/






(in the Bible) the second son of Adam and Eve, murdered by his brother Cain.










Abel, Niels Henrik

 
/ˈäbəl/






(1802–29), Norwegian mathematician. He developed the concept of elliptic functions, independently of Jacobi, and did work on integral equations and power series.









Abelard, Peter

 
/ˈabəˌlärd/






(1079–1142), French scholar, theologian, and philosopher. He is famous for his tragic love affair with his student Héloïse.

See also Héloïse
 .










abele

 
/əˈbēl/





I.
 
noun




the white poplar.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
albellus

 , diminutive of 
albus

 ‘white.’ The term was reintroduced in the late 16th cent. from Dutch 
abeel

 (from Old French 
abel

 ), when specimens were imported into England from the Netherlands.





abelian

 
/əˈbēlyən/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 (of a group) having members related by a commutative operation (e.g., 
a

 ×
b

 = 
b

 ×
a

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after N. H. 
Abel

 (see Abel, Niels Henrik
 ).





Abeokuta

 
/ˌäbāˈōko͝oˌtä/






a city in southwestern Nigeria, capital of the state of Ogun; pop. 487,600 (est. 2005).









Aberdeen

 
/ˌabərˈdēn ˈabərˌdēn/





I.
 
a city and seaport in northeastern Scotland, a center of the offshore North Sea oil industry; pop. 166,900 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a town in northeastern Maryland, on Chesapeake Bay; pop. 13,993 (est. 2008). A major military test range is nearby.




III.
 
a city in northeastern South Dakota, a dairy center; pop. 24,460 (est. 2008).










Aberdeen Angus





I.
 
noun




an animal of a Scottish breed of hornless black beef cattle.

Also called Black Angus
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.





Abernathy, Ralph David

 
/ˈabərˌnaTHē/






(1926–90), US minister and civil rights activist. He served as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) from 1968 until 1977. His autobiography, 
And the Walls Came Tumbling Down

 , was published in 1989.










aberrant

 
/ˈabərənt əˈberənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
departing from an accepted standard.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 diverging from the normal type




•
 
aberrant chromosomes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aberrance

 
/ˈab(ə)rəns əˈberəns /






noun













2.
 
aberrancy






noun













3.
 
aberrantly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
aberrant-

 ‘wandering away,’ from the verb 
aberrare

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
errare

 ‘to stray.’





aberration

 
/ˌabəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a departure from what is normal, usual, or expected, typically one that is unwelcome




•
 
they described the outbreak of violence in the area as an aberration.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a characteristic that deviates from the normal type




•
 
color aberrations.










3.
 


[Optics]

 the failure of rays to converge at one focus because of limitations or defects in a lens or mirror.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the apparent displacement of a celestial object from its true position, caused by the relative motion of the observer and the object.








II.
 
derivatives





aberrational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
aberratio(n-)

 , from 
aberrare

 ‘to stray’ (see aberrant
 ).






Abertawe

 
/ˌabərˈtouē/






see Swansea
 .










abet

 
/əˈbet/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
encourage or assist (someone) to do something wrong, in particular, to commit a crime or other offense




•
 
he was not guilty of murder but was guilty of 
aiding and abetting

 others.










2.
 
encourage or assist someone to commit (a crime)




•
 
we are 
aiding and abetting

 this illegal traffic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abetment

 
/əˈbetmənt /






noun













2.
 
abettor

 
/əˈbedər /

 
abetter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘urge to do something good or bad’): from Old French 
abeter

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
beter

 ‘hound, urge on.’





abeyance

 
/əˈbāəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of temporary disuse or suspension




•
 
matters were 
held in abeyance

 pending further inquiries.










2.
 


[Law]

 the position of being without, or waiting for, an owner or claimant.








II.
 
derivatives





abeyant

 
/əˈbāənt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the legal sense): from Old French 
abeance

 ‘aspiration to a title,’ from 
abeer

 ‘aspire after,’ from 
a-

 ‘toward’ + 
beer

 ‘to gape.’






abhor

 
/abˈhôr əbˈhôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 regard with disgust and hatred




•
 
professional tax preparers abhor a flat tax because it would dry up their business.














II.
 
derivatives





abhorrer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
abhorrere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away from’ + 
horrere

 ‘to shudder.’





abhorrence

 
/abˈhôrəns abˈhärəns/






noun




a feeling of repulsion; disgusted loathing




•
 
the thought of marrying him filled her with abhorrence




•
 
society's 
abhorrence of

 crime.



















abhorrent

 
/abˈhôrənt abˈhärənt/





I.
 
adjective




inspiring disgust and loathing; repugnant




•
 
racial discrimination was 
abhorrent to

 us all.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
abhorrent-

 ‘shuddering away from in horror,’ from the verb 
abhorrere

 (see abhor
 ).






abide

 
/əˈbīd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
abide by

 )
 — accept or act in accordance with (a rule, decision, or recommendation)




•
 
I said I would abide by their decision.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
can/could not abide

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be unable to tolerate (someone or something)




•
 
if there is one thing I cannot abide it is a lack of discipline.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a feeling or a memory) continue without fading or being lost.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 live; dwell.











– origin

 Old English 
ābīdan

 ‘wait,’ from 
ā-

 ‘onward’ + 
bīdan

 (see bide
 ).





abiding

 
/əˈbīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a feeling or a memory) lasting a long time; enduring




•
 
he had an abiding respect for her.














II.
 
derivatives





abidingly






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
an abidingly mysterious quality



























Abidjan

 
/ˌabəˈjän/






the chief port of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), the capital 1935–83; pop. 4,000,000 (est. 2009).









Abilene

 
/ˈabəˌlēn/





I.
 
a city in east central Kansas; pop. 6,400 (est. 2008). It was the first terminus of the Chisholm Trail.




II.
 
a city in north central Texas, an agricultural and oil industry center; pop. 116,484 (est. 2008).










ability

 
/əˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — possession of the means or skill to do something




•
 
the manager had lost his ability to motivate the players




•
 
they'll examine your ability to pay.










2.
 
talent, skill, or proficiency in a particular area




•
 
a man of exceptional ability




•
 
students of all abilities.














II.
 
phrases





to the best of one's ability






as well as one can




•
 
Conrad must do his job to the best of his abilities.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ablete

 , from Latin 
habilitas

 , from 
habilis

 ‘able.’





-ability





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns of quality corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-able

 (such as 
suitability

 corresponding to 
suitable

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-abilité

 or Latin 
-abilitas

 , noun endings.





Abington

 
/ˈabiNGtən/






a township in southeastern Pennsylvania, north of Philadelphia; pop. 53,980 (est. 2008).









ab initio

 
/ˌab əˈniSHēˌō/





I.
 
adverb




from the beginning (used chiefly in formal or legal contexts)




•
 
the agreement should be declared void ab initio.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
starting from the beginning




•
 
he was instructing ab initio pilots.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin.





abiogenesis

 
/ˌābīōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the original evolution of life or living organisms from inorganic or inanimate substances




•
 
to construct any convincing theory of abiogenesis, we must take into account the condition of the Earth about 4 billion years ago.










2.
 


‹historical›

 another term for spontaneous generation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





abiogenic






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘not’ + Greek 
bios

 ‘life’ + genesis
 .





abiotic

 
/ˌābīˈädik/






adjective



1.
 
physical rather than biological; not derived from living organisms.




2.
 
devoid of life; sterile.













Abiquiu

 
/ˈabəˌkyo͞o/






a ranching community in northern New Mexico, the longtime home of artist Georgia O'Keeffe.









abject

 
/ˈabˌjekt abˈjekt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a situation or condition) extremely bad, unpleasant, and degrading




•
 
abject poverty.










2.
 
(of an unhappy state of mind) experienced to the maximum degree




•
 
his letter plunged her into abject misery.










3.
 
(of a person or their behavior) completely without pride or dignity; self-abasing




•
 
an abject apology.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abjection

 
/abˈjekSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
abjectly

 
/ˈabˌjek(t)lē ˌabˈjek(t)lē /






adverb













3.
 
abjectness

 
/ˈabˌjek(t)nəs ˌabˈjek(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rejected’): from Latin 
abjectus

 , past participle of 
abjicere

 ‘reject,’ from 
ab-

 ‘away’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





abjure

 
/abˈjo͝or əbˈjo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 solemnly renounce (a belief, cause, or claim)




•
 
his refusal to abjure the Catholic faith.














II.
 
phrases





abjure the realm








‹historical›

 swear an oath to leave a country or realm forever.












III.
 
derivatives





abjuration

 
/ˌabjəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
abjurare

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away’ + 
jurare

 ‘swear.’





Abkhaz

 
/abˈkäz /

 
Abkhazian





I.
 
adjective




relating to Abkhazia, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Caucasian people living in Abkhazia.




2.
 
a Northwest Caucasian language.













Abkhazia

 
/äbˈkäzēə, abˈkāZH(ē)ə/






an autonomous territory in northwestern Georgia, south of the Caucasus mountains on the Black Sea; pop. 215,972 (2003); capital, Sokhumi. In 1992, Abkhazia unilaterally declared itself independent, sparking ongoing armed conflict with Georgia.










ablation

 
/əˈblāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the surgical removal of body tissue.




2.
 
the removal of snow and ice by melting or evaporation, typically from a glacier or iceberg.




3.
 
the erosion of rock, typically by wind action.




4.
 
the loss of surface material from a spacecraft or meteorite through evaporation or melting caused by friction with the atmosphere.








II.
 
derivatives





ablate

 
/əˈblāt /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘taking away, removal’): from late Latin 
ablatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
ablat-

 ‘taken away,’ from 
ab-

 ‘away’ + 
lat-

 ‘carried’ (from the verb 
ferre

 ).





ablative

 
/ˈablədiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to or denoting a case (especially in Latin) of nouns and pronouns (and words in grammatical agreement with them) indicating separation or an agent, instrument, or location.




2.
 
(of surgical treatment) involving ablation.




3.
 
of, relating to, or subject to ablation through melting or evaporation




•
 
the spacecraft's ablative heat shield.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a word in the ablative case.




2.
 
(
the ablative

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the ablative case.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ablative

 (feminine of 
ablatif

 ), Latin 
ablativus

 , from 
ablat-

 ‘taken away’ (see ablation
 ).





ablative absolute






noun




a construction in Latin that consists of a noun and participle or adjective in the ablative case and that is syntactically independent of the rest of the sentence.














ablaut

 
/ˈablout/





I.
 
noun




a change of vowel in related words or forms, e.g., in Germanic strong verbs (e.g., in 
sing

 , 
sang

 , 
sung

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
ab

 ‘off’ + 
Laut

 ‘sound.’





ablaze

 
/əˈblāz/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
burning fiercely




•
 
his clothes were ablaze




•
 [as 
complement

 ]
 
farm buildings were 
set ablaze

 .










2.
 
very brightly colored or lighted




•
 
New England is 
ablaze with

 color in autumn




•
 


‹figurative›

 his eyes were 
ablaze with

 anger.










3.
 
filled with anger or another strong emotion




•
 
in 1848 the whole of Europe was 
ablaze with

 revolution.




















able

 
/ˈābəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — having the power, skill, means, or opportunity to do something




•
 
he was able to read Greek at the age of eight




•
 
he would never be able to afford such a big house.










2.
 
having considerable skill, proficiency, or intelligence




•
 
the dancers were technically very able.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘easy to use, suitable’): from Old French 
hable

 , from Latin 
habilis

 ‘handy,’ from 
habere

 ‘to hold.’






-able

 
/əb(ə)l/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives meaning:




2.
 
able to be




•
 
calculable.










3.
 
due to be




•
 
payable.










4.
 
subject to




•
 
taxable.










5.
 
relevant to or in accordance with




•
 
fashionable.










6.
 
having the quality to




•
 
suitable




•
 
comfortable.

















– origin

 from French 
-able

 or Latin 
-abilis

 , adjectival endings; originally found in words only from these forms but later used to form adjectives directly from English verbs ending in 
-ate

 , e.g., 
educable

 from 
educate

 . The unrelated able
 has probably influenced terms such as 
bearable

 , 
salable

 .





able-bodied

 
/ˌābəlˈbädēd/






adjective




fit, strong, and healthy; not physically disabled




•
 
he was the only able-bodied man on the farm.



















able-bodied seaman






noun




a merchant seaman qualified to perform all routine duties.













abled

 
/ˈābəld/





I.
 
adjective




having a full range of physical or mental abilities; not disabled.

See also differently abled
 .











– origin

 1980s: back-formation from disabled
 .





ableism

 
/ˈābəˌlizəm /

 
ablism





I.
 
noun




discrimination in favor of able-bodied people.








II.
 
derivatives





ableist






noun, adjective





















able seaman

 
/ˈābəlˈsēmən/






noun




an able-bodied seaman.













abloom

 
/əˈblo͞om/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
covered in flowers.













ablution

 
/əˈblo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
ablutions

 )


1.
 
the act of washing oneself (often used for humorously formal effect)




•
 
the women performed their ablutions.










2.
 
a ceremonial act of washing parts of the body or sacred containers.








II.
 
derivatives





ablutionary






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ablutio(n-)

 , from 
abluere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away’ + 
luere

 ‘wash.’ The original use was as a term in chemistry and alchemy meaning ‘purification by using liquids,’ hence ‘purification of the body by washing’ (mid 16th cent).





ably

 
/ˈāblē/






adverb




skillfully; competently




•
 
Steven has summed up our concerns very ably.



















-ably






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-able

 (such as 
suitably

 corresponding to 
suitable

 ).













ABM






abbreviation




antiballistic missile.













Abnaki

 
/abˈnakē, äbˈnä- /

 
Abenaki





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a North American Indian people of Maine on the Atlantic coast to southern Quebec.




2.
 
either or both of two Algonquian languages, 
Eastern Abnaki

 and 
Western Abnaki

 , now nearly extinct.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Abnaki or their language.











– origin

 from French 
Abénaqui

 , from Eastern Abnaki.






abnegate

 
/ˈabnəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renounce or reject (something desired or valuable)




•
 
he attempts to abnegate personal responsibility.














II.
 
derivatives





abnegator

 
/-ˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
abnegat-

 ‘renounced,’ from the verb 
abnegare

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, off’ + 
negare

 ‘deny.’





abnegation

 
/ˌabnəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the act of renouncing or rejecting something




•
 
abnegation of political lawmaking power.










2.
 
self-denial.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
abnegatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
abnegare

 (see abnegate
 ).





abnormal

 
/abˈnôrməl/





I.
 
adjective




deviating from what is normal or usual, typically in a way that is undesirable or worrying




•
 
the illness is recognizable from the patient's abnormal behavior.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration (by association with Latin 
abnormis

 ‘monstrosity’) of 16th-cent. 
anormal

 , from French, variant of 
anomal

 , via Latin from Greek 
anōmalos

 (see anomalous
 ).





abnormality

 
/ˌabnôrˈmalədē/






noun



1.
 
an abnormal feature, characteristic, or occurrence, typically in a medical context




•
 
a chromosome abnormality.










2.
 
the quality or state of being abnormal.













abnormally

 
/abˈnôrməlē/






adverb




in a manner that deviates from what is normal or usual; irregularly or extraordinarily




•
 
her heart started beating abnormally




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an abnormally wet summer.



















Abo

 
/ˈabō /

 

‹Austral. informal, offensive›


 
abo





I.
 
noun




an Aborigine.








II.
 
adjective




Aboriginal.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






Åbo

 
/ˈôbo͞o/






Swedish name for Turku
 .









aboard

 
/əˈbôrd/





I.
 
adverb, preposition



1.
 
on or into (a ship, aircraft, train, or other vehicle)


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the plane crashed, killing all 158 people aboard




•
 


‹figurative›

 he came aboard as IBM's new chairman




•
 [as 
prep.

 ]
 
climbing aboard the yacht.










2.
 
on or onto (a horse)


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
with Migliore aboard, he won the cup at a gallop.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 on base as a runner




•
 
putting their first batter aboard.














II.
 
phrases





all aboard!






a call warning passengers to get on a ship, train, or bus that is about to depart.















– origin

 late Middle English: from a-
 2
 (expressing motion) + board
 , reinforced by Old French 
à bord

 .





abode1


 
/əˈbōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 a place of residence; a house or home




•
 
her current abode




•
 


‹humorous›

 my humble abode.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 residence




•
 
a place of abode.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 a stay; a sojourn.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘act of waiting’): verbal noun from abide
 .





abode2


 
/əˈbōd/






archaic past of abide
 .









abolish

 
/əˈbäliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
formally put an end to (a system, practice, or institution)




•
 
the tax was abolished in 1977.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abolisher






noun













2.
 
abolishment

 
/əˈbäliSHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aboliss-

 , lengthened stem of 
abolir

 , from Latin 
abolere

 ‘destroy.’





abolition

 
/ˌabəˈliSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or an act of abolishing a system, practice, or institution




•
 
the abolition of child labor.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
abolitio(n-)

 , from 
abolere

 ‘destroy.’





abolitionist

 
/ˌabəˈliSHənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who favors the abolition of a practice or institution, especially capital punishment or (formerly) slavery.








II.
 
derivatives





abolitionism

 
/ˌabəˈliSHəˌnizəm /






noun





















abomasum

 
/ˌabəˈmāsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the fourth stomach of a ruminant, which receives food from the omasum and passes it to the small intestine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
omasum

 (see omasum
 ).





A-bomb

 
/ˈā ˌbäm/






noun




short for atom bomb
 .













Abomey

 
/ˌabəˈmā, əˈbōmē/






a town in southern Benin, capital of the former kingdom of Dahomey; pop. 87,941 (2006).









abominable

 
/əˈbäm(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing moral revulsion




•
 
the uprising was suppressed with abominable cruelty.










2.
 
very bad or unpleasant




•
 
a cup of abominable tea.














II.
 
derivatives





abominably

 
/əˈbäm(ə)nəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
abominabilis

 , from 
abominari

 (see abominate
 ). The term was once widely believed to be from ab-
 ‘away from’ + Latin 
homine

 (from 
homo

 ‘human being’), thus ‘inhuman, beastly,’ and frequently spelled 
abhominable

 until the 17th cent.





Abominable Snowman






noun




a large hairy creature resembling a human or bear, said to live in the highest part of the Himalayas.

Also called yeti
 .














abominate

 
/əˈbäməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 detest; loathe




•
 
they abominated the very idea of monarchy.














II.
 
derivatives





abominator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
abominat-

 ‘deprecated,’ from the verb 
abominari

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
omen

 , 
omin-

 ‘omen.’





abomination

 
/əˌbäməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that causes disgust or hatred




•
 
this bill is an abomination to all mankind




•
 


‹informal›

 concrete abominations masquerading as hotels.










2.
 
a feeling of hatred




•
 
their abomination of indulgence.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
abominatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
abominari

 (see abominate
 ).





aboral

 
/abˈôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 relating to or denoting the side or end that is furthest from the mouth, especially in animals that lack clear upper and lower sides, such as echinoderms.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 moving or leading away from the mouth




•
 
propagated in an aboral direction.














II.
 
derivatives





aborally






adverb





















aboriginal

 
/ˌabəˈrijənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of human races, animals, and plants) inhabiting or existing in a land from the earliest times or from before the arrival of colonists; indigenous.




2.
 
(
Aboriginal

 )
 — of or relating to the Australian Aborigines or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an aboriginal inhabitant of a place.




2.
 
(
Aboriginal

 )
 — a person belonging to one of the indigenous peoples of Australia.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
aborigines

 ‘original inhabitants’ (see aborigine
 ) + -al
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at aborigine
 .





Aboriginality

 
/ˌabəˌrijəˈnalədē/






noun




the distinctive culture of aboriginal peoples, especially those in Australia




•
 
their music reflects their Aboriginality.




















aborigine

 
/ˌabəˈrijənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, animal, or plant that has been in a country or region from earliest times.




2.
 
(
Aborigine

 )
 — an aboriginal inhabitant of Australia.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from the 16th-cent. plural 
aborigines

 ‘original inhabitants’ (in classical times referring to those of Italy and Greece), from the Latin phrase 
ab origine

 ‘from the beginning.’ / 
usage:

 Both 
Aboriginal

 and 
Aborigine

 may be used as nouns referring to a member of an Australian Aboriginal people, but the term 
Aborigine

 is more common and is often preferred, especially in the plural.





aborning

 
/əˈbôrniNG/





I.
 
adverb






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 while being born or produced




•
 
the idea died aborning.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
being born or produced




•
 
in the early 1960s, hippiedom was aborning.

















– origin

 1930s: from 
a-

 ‘in the process of’ + 
borning

 , verbal noun from 
born

 (North American dialect usage) ‘to be born.’






abort

 
/əˈbôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out or undergo the abortion of (a fetus).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pregnant woman or female animal) have a miscarriage, with loss of the fetus.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 (of an embryonic organ or organism) remain undeveloped; fail to mature.




4.
 
bring to a premature end because of a problem or fault




•
 
the pilot aborted his landing.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹technical›

 an act of aborting a flight, space mission, or other enterprise




•
 
there was an abort because of bad weather.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
aboriri

 ‘miscarry,’ from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
oriri

 ‘be born.’





abortifacient

 
/əˌbôrdəˈfāSHənt /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) causing abortion.








II.
 
noun




an abortifacient drug.













abortion

 
/əˈbôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the deliberate termination of a human pregnancy, most often performed during the first 28 weeks of pregnancy.




2.
 
the expulsion of a fetus from the uterus by natural causes before it is able to survive independently.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the arrest of the development of an organ, typically a seed or fruit.




4.
 
an object or undertaking regarded by the speaker as unpleasant or badly made or carried out.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
abortio(n-)

 , from 
aboriri

 ‘miscarry’ (see abort
 ).





abortionist

 
/əˈbôrSHənəst/






noun




a person who carries out abortions (typically applied to someone not working in a hospital, or used to convey disapproval of abortion).













abortion pill






noun






‹informal›

 a drug that can induce abortion, especially mifepristone.













abortive

 
/əˈbôrdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
failing to produce the intended result




•
 
an abortive attempt to overthrow the government.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a virus infection) failing to produce symptoms.




3.
 


‹dated›

 (of an organ or organism) rudimentary; arrested in development




•
 
abortive medusae.










4.
 


‹rare›

 causing or resulting in abortion




•
 
abortive techniques.














II.
 
derivatives





abortively






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a stillborn child or animal): via Old French from Latin 
abortivus

 , from 
aboriri

 ‘miscarry’ (see abort
 ).





abortus fever

 
/əˌbôrtəs ˈfēvər/





I.
 
noun




the most common form of undulant fever in humans.

[This disease is caused by the bacterium 
Brucella abortus

 , which is also the chief cause of brucellosis in cattle.]











– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
abortus

 ‘miscarriage.’





ABO system






noun




a system of four basic types (A, AB, B, and O) into which human blood may be classified, based on the presence or absence of certain inherited antigens.














abound

 
/əˈbound/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exist in large numbers or amounts




•
 
rumors of a further scandal abound.










2.
 
(
abound in/with

 )
 — have in large numbers or amounts




•
 
this land abounds with wildlife.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘overflow, be abundant’): from Old French 
abunder

 , from Latin 
abundare

 ‘overflow,’ from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
undare

 ‘surge’ (from 
unda

 ‘a wave’).





abounding

 
/əˈboundiNG/






adjective




very plentiful; abundant




•
 
his abounding creative talent.




















about

 
/əˈbout/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
on the subject of; concerning




•
 
I was thinking about you




•
 
an article about yellow fever




•
 
it's 
all about

 having fun.










2.
 
so as to affect




•
 
there's nothing we can do about it.










3.
 
used to indicate movement within a particular area




•
 
she looked about the room.










4.
 
used to express location in a particular place




•
 
rugs strewn about the hall




•
 
he produced a knife from somewhere about his person.










5.
 
used to describe a quality apparent in a person




•
 
there was a look about her that said everything.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to indicate movement in an area




•
 
men were floundering about




•
 
finding my way about.










2.
 
used to express location in a particular place




•
 
there was a lot of flu about




•
 
a thief about in the hotel.










3.
 
(used with a number or quantity) approximately




•
 
reduced by about 5 percent




•
 
he's about 35.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
about to do something






intending to do something or close to doing something very soon




•
 
the ceremony was about to begin.















2.
 
be not about to do something






be unwilling to do something




•
 
he is not about to step down after so long.















3.
 
how about






see how
 1
 .









4.
 
just about






see just
 .









5.
 
know what one is about








‹informal›

 be aware of the implications of one's actions or of a situation, and of how best to deal with them.









6.
 
up and about






see up
 .









7.
 
what about






see what
 .















– origin

 Old English 
onbūtan

 , from 
on

 + 
būtan

 ‘outside of.’





about-face

 
/əˌboutˈfās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly in military contexts) a turn made so as to face the opposite direction




•
 
he did an about-face and marched out of the tent.










2.
 
a complete change of opinion or policy




•
 
he threatened to stop helping us, but did a complete about-face.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn so as to face the opposite direction.








III.
 
exclamation

 — (
about face!

 )


1.
 
(in military contexts) a command to make an about-face.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: shortening of 
right-about face

 .





above

 
/əˈbəv/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in extended space over and not touching




•
 
a display of fireworks above the town




•
 [with 
verb

 ]
 
a cable runs above the duct.










2.
 
extending upward over




•
 
her arms above her head.










3.
 
higher than and to one side of; overlooking




•
 
in the hills above the capital




•
 
on the wall above the altar.










4.
 
at a higher level or layer than




•
 
bruises above both eyes




•
 
small windows above the aisles.










5.
 
higher in grade or rank than




•
 
at a level above the common people.










6.
 
considered of higher status or worth than; too good for




•
 
she 
married above her






•
 
above reproach.










7.
 
in preference to




•
 
they cynically chose profit above car safety.










8.
 
at a higher volume or pitch than




•
 
above a whisper




•
 
it went unheard above the din.










9.
 
higher than (a specified amount, rate, or norm)




•
 
above average




•
 
above freezing




•
 
above sea level




•
 
the unemployment rate will 
soar above

 its present level.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
at a higher level or layer




•
 
place a quantity of mud in a jar with water above.










2.
 
higher in grade or rank




•
 
an officer of the rank of superintendent or above.










3.
 
higher than a specified amount, rate, or norm




•
 
boats of 31 ft. or above.










4.
 
(in printed text) mentioned earlier or further up on the same page




•
 
the two cases described above




•
 
see above left




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
at the above address




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
since writing 
the above

 , I have reconsidered.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
above all (else)






more so than anything else




•
 
he was concerned above all to speak the truth.















2.
 
above oneself






conceited; arrogant.









3.
 
from above





a.
 
from overhead




•
 
branches rained from above.










b.
 
from a position of higher rank or authority




•
 
mass culture is imposed from above.















4.
 
not be above






be capable of stooping to (an unworthy act)




•
 
he was not above practical jokes.















5.
 
over and above






see over
 .















– origin

 Old English 
abufan

 (as an adverb), from 
a-

 ‘on’ + 
bufan

 (from 
bi

 ‘by’ + 
ufan

 ‘above’).





aboveboard

 
/əˈbəvˌbôrd /

 
above board






adjective, adverb




legitimate, honest, and open


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
certain transactions were not totally aboveboard




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the accountants acted completely above board.



















above-mentioned

 
/əˌbəvˈmenSHənd/






adjective




(in printed text) denoting a person or thing previously mentioned




•
 
the above-mentioned changes did not take place overnight.



















above-stated






adjective




(in printed text) denoting a point or idea previously stated




•
 
we should not abandon the above-stated democratic ideal.



















ab ovo

 
/ab ˈōˌvō, äb/





I.
 
adverb




from the very beginning.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘from the egg.’





Abp.






abbreviation




Archbishop.













abracadabra

 
/ˌabrəkəˈdabrə/





I.
 
exclamation




a word said by magicians when performing a magic trick.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 language, typically in the form of gibberish, used to give the impression of arcane knowledge or power




•
 
I get so fed up with all the mumbo jumbo and abracadabra.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the implausibly easy achievement of difficult feats




•
 
a computer and a little abracadabra turn a freeze-dried steak into a romantic dinner.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a mystical word engraved and used as a charm to ward off illness): from Latin, first recorded in a 2nd-cent. poem by Q. Serenus Sammonicus, from a Greek base.






abrade

 
/əˈbrād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scrape or wear away by friction or erosion




•
 
a landscape slowly abraded by a fine, stinging dust.














II.
 
derivatives





abrader






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
abradere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
radere

 ‘to scrape.’





Abraham

 
/ˈābrəˌham/






(in the Bible) the Hebrew patriarch from whom all Jews trace their descent.









Abraham, Plains of






see Plains of Abraham
 .









Abrahamic

 
/ˌābrəˈhamik/






adjective



1.
 
denoting any or all of the religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) that revere Abraham, the Biblical patriarch




•
 
the monotheistic faiths that grew out of the Abrahamic heritage.










2.
 
relating specifically to the Biblical patriarch Abraham.













Abrahams, Harold

 
/ˈābrəˌhamz/






(1899–1978), English athlete; full name 
Harold Maurice Abrahams

 . In 1924 he became the first Englishman to win the 100 meters in the Olympic Games. His story was retold in the movie 
Chariots of Fire

 (1981).










abrasion

 
/əˈbrāZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of scraping or wearing away




•
 
the metal is resistant to abrasion.










2.
 
an area damaged by scraping or wearing away




•
 
there were cuts and abrasions to the lips and jaw.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
abrasio(n-)

 , from the verb 
abradere

 (see abrade
 ).





abrasive

 
/əˈbrāsiv əˈbrāziv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance or material) capable of polishing or cleaning a hard surface by rubbing or grinding.




2.
 
tending to rub or graze the skin




•
 
the trees were abrasive to the touch.










3.
 
(of a person or manner) showing little concern for the feelings of others; harsh




•
 
her abrasive and arrogant personal style won her few friends.














II.
 
noun




a substance used for grinding, polishing, or cleaning a hard surface.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abrasively

 
/əˈbrāsivlē əˈbrāzivlē /






adverb













2.
 
abrasiveness

 
/əˈbrāsivnəs əˈbrāzivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
abras-

 ‘abraded,’ from the verb 
abradere

 (see abrade
 ), + -ive
 .





abrazo

 
/əˈbräsō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an embrace.











– origin

 Spanish.





abreact

 
/ˌabrēˈakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 release (an emotion) by abreaction.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from abreaction
 .






abreaction

 
/ˌabrēˈakSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 the expression and consequent release of a previously repressed emotion, achieved through reliving the experience that caused it (typically through hypnosis or suggestion).








II.
 
derivatives





abreactive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ab-
 ‘away from’ + reaction
 , translating German 
Abreagierung

 .





abreast

 
/əˈbrest/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
side by side and facing the same way




•
 
the path was wide enough for two people to walk abreast




•
 
they were riding three abreast.










2.
 
alongside or even with something




•
 
the cart came 
abreast of

 the Americans in their rickshaw.










3.
 
up to date with the latest news, ideas, or information




•
 


keeping abreast of

 developments.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘in’ + breast
 .






abridge

 
/əˈbrij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shorten (a book, movie, speech, or other text) without losing the sense




•
 
the cassettes have been abridged from the original stories




•
 (as 
adj.

 
abridged

 )
 
an abridged text of his speech.










2.
 


[Law]

 curtail (rights or privileges)




•
 
even the right to free speech can be abridged.














II.
 
derivatives





abridger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘deprive of’): from Old French 
abregier

 , from late Latin 
abbreviare

 ‘cut short’ (see abbreviate
 ).





abridgment

 
/əˈbrijmənt /

 
abridgement





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shortened version of a larger work




•
 
an abridgment of Shakespeare's Henry VI.










2.
 


[Law]

 a curtailment of rights




•
 
the abridgment of the rights of ownership.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
abregement

 , from the verb 
abreg(i)er

 (see abridge
 ).





abroad

 
/əˈbrôd/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or to a foreign country or countries




•
 
we usually 
go abroad

 for a week in May




•
 
competition from companies 
at home and abroad

 .










2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 out of doors




•
 
few people ventured abroad from their warm houses.










3.
 
in different directions; over a wide area




•
 
millions of seeds are annually scattered abroad.










4.
 
(of a feeling or rumor) widely current




•
 
there is a new buccaneering spirit abroad.










5.
 
freely moving about




•
 
con artists abroad on the streets of the town.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 wide of the mark; in error.








II.
 
noun




foreign countries considered collectively




•
 
servicemen returning 
from abroad

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + broad
 .





abrogate

 
/ˈabrəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 repeal or do away with (a law, right, or formal agreement)




•
 
a proposal to abrogate temporarily the right to strike.










2.
 


‹formal›

 evade (a responsibility or duty)




•
 
we believe the board is abrogating its responsibilities to its shareholders.














II.
 
derivatives





abrogation

 
/ˌabrəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
abrogat-

 ‘repealed,’ from the verb 
abrogare

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
rogare

 ‘propose a law.’ / 
usage:

 The verbs 
abrogate

 and 
arrogate

 are quite different in meaning. While 
abrogate

 means ‘repeal (a law),’ 
arrogate

 means ‘take or claim (something) for oneself without justification,’ often in the structure arrogate something to oneself, as in the emergency committee arrogated to itself whatever powers it chose.






abrupt

 
/əˈbrəpt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sudden and unexpected




•
 
I was surprised by the abrupt change of subject




•
 
our round of golf came to an abrupt end on the 13th hole.










2.
 
brief to the point of rudeness; curt




•
 
you were rather abrupt with that young man.










3.
 
(of a style of speech or writing) not flowing smoothly; disjointed.




4.
 
steep; precipitous




•
 
the abrupt double peak of the mountain.














II.
 
derivatives





abruptness

 
/əˈbrəp(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
abruptus

 ‘broken off, steep,’ past participle of 
abrumpere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
rumpere

 ‘break.’





abruption

 
/əˈbrəpSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 the sudden breaking away of a portion from a mass.




2.
 
(also 
placental abruption

 )
 — 

‹technical›

 
[Medicine]

 separation of the placenta from the wall of the uterus, especially when it occurs prematurely during pregnancy.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
abruptio(n)-

 , from 
abrumpere

 ‘break off’ (see abrupt
 ).





abruptly

 
/əˈbrəptlē/






adverb



1.
 
suddenly and unexpectedly




•
 
the film ends rather abruptly




•
 
a drama about two young brothers who are abruptly abandoned by their father.










2.
 
in a rude or curt manner




•
 
she barely conceals her irritation and speaks briefly and abruptly to the woman.










3.
 
steeply; precipitously




•
 
the forested terrain ascends abruptly.



















Abruzzian

 
/əˈbro͞otsēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian region of Abruzzi or its inhabitants




•
 
the Abruzzian mountaineers sung their praises.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian region of Abruzzi




•
 
Abruzzians sometimes use mutton in this dish.



















abs

 
/abz /

 

‹informal›







noun




the abdominal muscles.













ABS

 
/ˌā ˌbē ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 
acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene, a composite plastic used to make car bodies and cases for computers and other appliances.




2.
 
antilock braking system (for motor vehicles).













abs-






prefix




variant spelling of ab-
 before 
c

 , 
q

 , and 
t

 (as in 
abscond

 , 
abstain

 ).













Absaroka Range

 
/abˌsärəkə ˈrān(d)ZH/






a range of the Rocky Mountains in Montana and Wyoming.









abscess

 
/ˈabˌses/





I.
 
noun




a swollen area within body tissue, containing an accumulation of pus.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
abscessus

 ‘a going away,’ from the verb 
abscedere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away from’ + 
cedere

 ‘go,’ referring to the elimination of infected matter via the pus.





abscise

 
/abˈsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off or away.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Botany]

 separate by abscission; fall off.













abscisic acid

 
/abˌsisik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a plant hormone that promotes leaf detachment, induces seed and bud dormancy, and inhibits germination.











– origin

 1960s: 
abscisic

 from the earlier name for the hormone 
abscisin

 , from abscission
 .





abscissa

 
/abˈsisə/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 (in a system of coordinates) the 
x

 -coordinate, the distance from a point to the vertical or 
y

 -axis measured parallel to the horizontal or 
x

 -axis.

Compare with ordinate
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the part of a line between a point on it and the point of intersection with an ordinate): from modern Latin 
abscissa (linea

 ) ‘cutoff (line),’ feminine past participle of 
abscindere

 (see abscission
 ).






abscission

 
/abˈsiZHən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the natural detachment of parts of a plant, typically dead leaves and ripe fruit.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
abscissio(n-)

 , from 
abscindere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘off, away’ + 
scindere

 ‘to cut.’





abscond

 
/əbˈskänd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave hurriedly and secretly, typically to avoid detection of or arrest for an unlawful action such as theft




•
 
she absconded with the remaining thousand dollars.










2.
 
(of someone on bail) fail to surrender oneself for custody at the appointed time.




3.
 
(of a person kept in detention or under supervision) escape




•
 
176 detainees absconded.










4.
 
(of a colony of honeybees, especially Africanized ones) entirely abandon a hive or nest.








II.
 
derivatives





absconder

 
/əbˈskändər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘hide, conceal (oneself)’): from Latin 
abscondere

 ‘hide,’ from 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
condere

 ‘stow.’





abseil

 
/ˈabˌsāl/





I.
 
noun, verb




another term for rappel
 .








II.
 
derivatives





abseiler






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from German 
abseilen

 , from 
ab

 ‘down’ + 
Seil

 ‘rope.’





absence

 
/ˈabsəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being away from a place or person




•
 
the letter had arrived during his absence




•
 
I supervised the rehearsal 
in the absence of

 the director.










2.
 
an occasion or period of being away from a place or person




•
 
repeated absences from school.










3.
 
(
absence of

 )
 — the nonexistence or lack of




•
 
she found his total absence of facial expression disconcerting.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
absence makes the heart grow fonder








‹proverb›

 you feel more affection for those you love when parted from them.









2.
 
absence of mind






failure to concentrate on or remember what one is doing.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
absentia

 , from 
absens

 , 
absent-

 (see absent
 ).






absent





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈabsənt /



1.
 
not present in a place, at an occasion, or as part of something




•
 
most students were 
absent from

 school at least once




•
 
absent colleagues




•
 
wings are absent in several species of crane flies.










2.
 
(of an expression or manner) showing that someone is not paying attention to what is being said or done




•
 
she looked up with an absent smile.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/abˈsent /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (
absent oneself

 )


1.
 
stay or go away




•
 
various people absented themselves because of his presence




•
 
halfway through the meal, he 
absented himself from

 the table.














III.
 
preposition

 — 
/abˈsent /



1.
 


‹formal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 without




•
 
employees could not be fired absent other evidence.














IV.
 
derivatives





absently

 
/ˈabsəntlē /






adverb





absent
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
absens

 , 
absent-

 ‘being absent,’ present participle of 
abesse

 , from 
ab-

 ‘from, away’ + 
esse

 ‘to be.’





absentee

 
/ˌabsənˈtē/






noun




a person who is expected or required to be present at a place or event but is not.













absentee ballot

 
/ˈˌabsənˈtē ˈbalət/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a ballot completed and typically mailed in advance of an election by a voter who is unable to be present at the polls.













absenteeism

 
/ˌabsənˈtēˌizəm/






noun




the practice of regularly staying away from work or school without good reason.













absentee landlord

 
/ˈˌabsənˈtē ˈlan(d)ˌlôrd/






noun




a landlord who does not live at and rarely visits the property rented out.













absentminded

 
/ˌabsəntˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or a person's behavior or manner) having or showing a habitually forgetful or inattentive disposition




•
 
an absentminded smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
absentmindedly

 
/ˌabs(ə)ntˈmīndədlē /






adverb













2.
 
absentmindedness

 
/ˌabs(ə)ntˈmīndədnəs /






noun





















absinthe

 
/ˈabˌsinTH /

 
absinth





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a potent green aniseed-flavoured liqueur, originally made with the shrub wormwood.




2.
 
another term for wormwood
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
absinthe

 , from Latin 
absinthium

 , from Greek 
apsinthion

 ‘wormwood.’





absit omen

 
/ˌabsəd ˈōmən/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express the hope that a reference to something undesirable should not foreshadow its arrival or occurrence.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘may this (evil) omen be absent.’





absolute

 
/ˈabsəˌlo͞ot ˌabsəˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not qualified or diminished in any way; total




•
 
absolute secrecy




•
 
absolute silence




•
 
the attention he gave you was absolute.










2.
 
used for general emphasis when expressing an opinion




•
 
the policy is absolute folly.










3.
 
(of powers or rights) not subject to any limitation; unconditional




•
 
no one dared challenge her absolute authority




•
 
human right to life is absolute.










4.
 
(of a ruler) having unrestricted power




•
 
he proclaimed himself absolute monarch.










5.
 


[Law]

 (of a decree) final




•
 
the decree of nullity was made absolute.










6.
 


[Law]

 see absolute title
 .




7.
 
viewed or existing independently and not in relation to other things; not relative or comparative




•
 
absolute moral standards.










8.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a construction) syntactically independent of the rest of the sentence, as in




•
 
dinner being over, we left the table.










9.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a transitive verb) used without an expressed object (e.g., 
guns kill

 ).




10.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective) used without an expressed noun (e.g., 
the brave

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 a value or principle that is regarded as universally valid or that may be viewed without relation to other things




•
 
good and evil are presented as absolutes.










2.
 
(
the absolute

 )
 — 

[Philosophy]

 that which exists without being dependent on anything else.




3.
 
(
the absolute

 )
 — 

[Theology]

 ultimate reality; God.








III.
 
derivatives





absoluteness

 
/ˈabsəˌlo͞otnəs ˌabsəˈlo͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
absolutus

 ‘freed, unrestricted,’ past participle of 
absolvere

 (see absolve
 ).





absolute advantage






noun






[Economics]

 the ability of an individual or group to carry out a particular economic activity more efficiently than another individual or group.













absolute alcohol






noun




ethanol containing less than one percent of water by weight.













absolutely

 
/ˈabsəˌl(y)o͞otlē ˌabsəˈl(y)o͞otlē/






adverb



1.
 
with no qualification, restriction, or limitation; totally




•
 
she trusted him absolutely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
you're absolutely right.










2.
 
used to emphasize a strong or exaggerated statement




•
 
he absolutely adores that car




•
 
it's absolutely pouring out there




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
Dad was absolutely furious.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — none whatsoever




•
 
she had absolutely no idea what he was talking about.










4.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express and emphasize one's assent or agreement




•
 
“Did they give you a free hand when you joined the band?” “Absolutely!”










5.
 
independently; not viewed in relation to other things or factors




•
 
white-collar crime increased both absolutely and in comparison with other categories.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb) without a stated object.














absolute magnitude






noun






[Astronomy]

 the magnitude (brightness) of a celestial object as it would be seen at a standard distance of 10 parsecs.

Compare with apparent magnitude
 .













absolute majority






noun




a majority over all rivals combined; more than half.














absolute music






noun




instrumental music composed purely as music, and not intended to represent or illustrate something else.

Compare with program music
 .













absolute pitch

 
/ˌæbsəˌl(j)ut ˈpɪtʃ/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the ability to recognize the pitch of a note or produce any given note; perfect pitch.




2.
 


[Music]

 pitch according to a fixed standard defined by the frequency of the sound vibration.













absolute temperature






noun




(Symbol: 
T

 )
 — a temperature measured from absolute zero in kelvins.














absolute title






noun






[Law]

 guaranteed title to the ownership of a property or lease.













absolute unit






noun




a unit of measurement that is defined in terms of the fundamental units of a system (mass, length, and time) and is not based on arbitrary definitions.














absolute value






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the magnitude of a real number without regard to its sign.

Also called modulus
 . [The absolute value of a complex number 
a + ib

 is the positive square root of 
a

 2
 
+ b

 2
 .]




2.
 


‹technical›

 the actual magnitude of a numerical value or measurement, irrespective of its relation to other values.













absolute zero






noun




the lowest temperature that is theoretically possible, at which the motion of particles that constitutes heat would be minimal. It is zero on the Kelvin scale, equivalent to –273.15°C or –459.67°F.













absolution

 
/ˌabsəˈl(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
formal release from guilt, obligation, or punishment.




2.
 
an ecclesiastical declaration of forgiveness of sins




•
 
the priest administered absolution.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
absolutio(n-)

 , from the verb 
absolvere

 (see absolve
 ).





absolutism

 
/ˈabsəl(y)o͞oˌtizəm/






noun




the acceptance of or belief in absolute principles in political, philosophical, ethical, or theological matters.













absolutist

 
/ˌabsəˈl(y)o͞odəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who holds absolute principles in political, philosophical, or theological matters




•
 
he was a moral absolutist with little patience for shades of gray.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or supporting absolute principles




•
 
an absolutist political tradition




•
 
these claims might strike many people as absolutist and extreme.



















absolutize

 
/ˈabsəlo͞oˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 
[Theology]

 make (or treat as) absolute.








II.
 
derivatives





absolutization

 
/ˌabsəˌlo͞otiˈzāSHən /






noun






















absolve

 
/əbˈzälv əbˈsälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set or declare (someone) free from blame, guilt, or responsibility




•
 
the pardon 
absolved

 them 
of

 any crimes.










2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 give absolution for (a sin).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
absolvere

 ‘set free, acquit,’ from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
solvere

 ‘loosen.’





absonant

 
/ˈabsənənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 discordant or unreasonable.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
ab-

 ‘away, from’ + 
sonant-

 ‘sounding,’ from 
sonare

 , on the pattern of words such as 
dissonant

 .






absorb

 
/əbˈzôrb əbˈsôrb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take in or soak up (energy, or a liquid or other substance) by chemical or physical action, typically gradually




•
 
buildings can be designed to absorb and retain heat




•
 
steroids are 
absorbed into

 the bloodstream.










2.
 
take in and assimilate (information, ideas, or experience)




•
 
she absorbed the information in silence.










3.
 
take control of (a smaller or less powerful entity), making it a part of oneself by assimilation




•
 
the family firm was 
absorbed into

 a larger group.










4.
 
use or take up (time or resources)




•
 
arms spending absorbs roughly 2 percent of the national income.










5.
 
take up and reduce the effect or intensity of (sound or an impact)




•
 
deep-pile carpets absorbed all sound of the outside world.










6.
 
engross the attention of (someone)




•
 
the work absorbed him and continued to make him happy.














II.
 
derivatives





absorber

 
/əbˈzôrbər abˈzôrbər əbˈsôrbər abˈsôrbər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
absorbere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
sorbere

 ‘suck in.’





absorbable

 
/əbˈzôrbəb(ə)l əbˈsôrbəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be absorbed, especially into the body.








II.
 
derivatives





absorbability

 
/əbˌzôrbəˈbilədē əbˌsôrbəˈbilədē /






noun





















absorbance

 
/əbˈzôrbəns, -ˈsôr-/






noun






[Physics]

 a measure of the capacity of a substance to absorb light of a specified wavelength. It is equal to the logarithm of the reciprocal of the transmittance.













absorbed

 
/əbˈzôrbd əbˈsôrbd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
intensely engaged; engrossed




•
 
she sat in an armchair, 
absorbed in

 a book.














II.
 
derivatives





absorbedly

 
/əbˈzôrbədlē abˈzôrbədlē əbˈsôrbədlē abˈsôrbədlē /






adverb





















absorbed dose






noun






[Physics]

 the energy of ionizing radiation absorbed per unit mass by a body, often measured in rads.













absorbent

 
/əbˈzôrbənt əbˈsôrbənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a material) able to soak up liquid easily




•
 
drain on absorbent paper towels.














II.
 
noun




a substance or item that soaks up liquid easily.








III.
 
derivatives





absorbency

 
/əbˈzôrbən(t)sē abˈzôrbən(t)sē əbˈsôrbən(t)sē abˈsôrbən(t)sē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
absorbent-

 ‘swallowing up,’ from the verb 
absorbere

 (see absorb
 ).






absorbent cotton






noun






(N. Amer.)

 fluffy wadding of a kind originally made from raw cotton, used for cleansing wounds, removing cosmetics, and padding delicate objects.













absorbing

 
/əbˈzôrbiNG əbˈsôrbiNG/





I.
 
adjective




intensely interesting; engrossing




•
 
an absorbing account of their marriage.














II.
 
derivatives





absorbingly






adverb






















absorption

 
/əbˈzôrpSH(ə)n əbˈsôrpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or action by which one thing absorbs or is absorbed by another




•
 
East Germany's 
absorption into

 West Germany




•
 
shock absorption.










2.
 
the fact or state of being engrossed in something




•
 
her 
absorption in

 the problems of the Third World.














II.
 
derivatives





absorptive

 
/əbˈzôrptiv abˈzôrptiv əbˈsôrptiv abˈsôrptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘the swallowing up of something’): from Latin 
absorptio(n-)

 , from 
absorbere

 ‘swallow up’ (see absorb
 ).





absorption nebula






noun






[Astronomy]

 another term for dark nebula
 .














absorption spectrum






noun






[Physics]

 a spectrum of electromagnetic radiation transmitted through a substance, showing dark lines or bands due to absorption of specific wavelengths.

Compare with emission spectrum
 .













absquatulate

 
/abˈskwäCHəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹humorous›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 leave abruptly




•
 
some overthrown dictator who had absquatulated to the U.S.A.














II.
 
derivatives





absquatulation

 
/abˌskwäCHəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend, simulating a Latin form, of 
abscond

 , 
squattle

 ‘depart,’ and 
perambulate

 .






abstain

 
/əbˈstān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrain oneself from doing or enjoying something




•
 


abstaining from

 chocolate.










2.
 
refrain from drinking alcohol




•
 
most pregnant women abstain or drink very little.










3.
 
formally decline to vote either for or against a proposal or motion




•
 
forty-one voted with the opposition, and some sixty more abstained.














II.
 
derivatives





abstainer

 
/əbˈstānər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
abstenir

 , from Latin 
abstinere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
tenere

 ‘hold.’





abstemious

 
/əbˈstēmēəs/





I.
 
adjective




not self-indulgent, especially when eating and drinking




•
 
“We only had a bottle.” “Very abstemious of you.”














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abstemiously

 
/əbˈstēmēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
abstemiousness

 
/əbˈstēmēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
abstemius

 (from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + a word related to 
temetum

 ‘strong drink’) + -ous
 .





abstention

 
/əbˈsten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of declining to vote for or against a proposal or motion




•
 
a resolution passed by 126 votes to none, with six abstentions.










2.
 
the fact or practice of restraining oneself from indulging in something; abstinence




•
 
alcohol consumption versus abstention.














II.
 
derivatives





abstentionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting the act of keeping back or restraining): from late Latin 
abstentio(n-)

 , from the verb 
abstinere

 (see abstain
 ).





abstinence

 
/ˈabstənəns/





I.
 
noun




the fact or practice of restraining oneself from indulging in something, typically alcohol




•
 
I started drinking again after six years of abstinence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abstinent

 
/ˈabstənənt /






adjective













2.
 
abstinently






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
abstinentia

 , from the verb 
abstinere

 (see abstain
 ).






abstract





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/abˈstrakt ˈabˌstrakt /



1.
 
existing in thought or as an idea but not having a physical or concrete existence




•
 
abstract concepts such as love or beauty.










2.
 
dealing with ideas rather than events




•
 
the novel was too abstract and esoteric to sustain much attention.










3.
 
not based on a particular instance; theoretical




•
 
we have been discussing the problem in a very abstract manner.










4.
 
(of a word, especially a noun) denoting an idea, quality, or state rather than a concrete object




•
 
abstract words like truth or equality.










5.
 
of or relating to abstract art




•
 
abstract pictures that look like commercial color charts.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/abˈstrakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider (something) theoretically or separately from something else




•
 
to 
abstract

 science and religion 
from

 their historical context can lead to anachronism




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he cannot form a general notion by 
abstracting from

 particulars.










2.
 
extract or remove (something)




•
 
applications to 
abstract

 more water 
from

 streams.










3.
 
used euphemistically to say that someone has stolen something




•
 
his pockets contained all he had been able to 
abstract from

 the apartment.










4.
 
(
abstract oneself

 )
 — withdraw




•
 
as our relationship deepened you seemed to abstract yourself.










5.
 
make a written summary of (an article or book)




•
 
staff who index and abstract material for an online database.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈabˌstrakt /



1.
 
a summary of the contents of a book, article, or formal speech




•
 
an abstract of his inaugural address.










2.
 
an abstract work of art




•
 
a big unframed abstract.










3.
 
(
the abstract

 )
 — that which is abstract; the theoretical consideration of something




•
 
the abstract must be made concrete by examples.














IV.
 
phrases





in the abstract






in a general way; without reference to specific instances




•
 
there's a fine line between promoting US business interests in the abstract and promoting specific companies.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abstractly

 
/əbˈstrak(t)lē abˈstrak(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
abstractor

 
/əbˈstraktər abˈstraktər /






noun





abstract
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
abstractus

 , literally ‘drawn away,’ past participle of 
abstrahere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
trahere

 ‘draw off.’





abstract art






noun




art that does not attempt to represent external reality, but seeks to achieve its effect using shapes, forms, colors, and textures.













abstracted

 
/abˈstraktəd/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of concentration on what is happening around one




•
 
she seemed abstracted and unaware of her surroundings




•
 
an abstracted smile.














II.
 
derivatives





abstractedly

 
/əbˈstraktədlē /






adverb





















abstract expressionism





I.
 
noun




a development of abstract art that originated in New York in the 1940s and 1950s and aimed at subjective emotional expression with particular emphasis on the creative spontaneous act (e.g., action painting). Leading figures were Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning.








II.
 
derivatives





abstract expressionist






noun





















abstraction

 
/abˈstrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of dealing with ideas rather than events




•
 
topics will vary in degrees of abstraction.










2.
 
something that exists only as an idea




•
 
the question can no longer be treated as an academic abstraction.










3.
 
freedom from representational qualities in art




•
 
geometric abstraction has been a mainstay in her work.










4.
 
an abstract work of art.




5.
 
a state of preoccupation




•
 
she sensed his momentary abstraction.










6.
 
the process of considering something independently of its associations, attributes, or concrete accompaniments




•
 
duty is no longer determined 
in abstraction from

 the consequences.










7.
 
the process of removing something, especially water from a river or other source




•
 
the abstraction of water from springs and wells.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
abstractio(n-)

 , from the verb 
abstrahere

 ‘draw away’ (see abstract
 ).





abstractionism

 
/əbˈstrakSHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the principles and practice of abstract art.




2.
 
the presentation of ideas in abstract terms.








II.
 
derivatives





abstractionist

 
/əbˈstrakSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective





















abstract noun






noun




a noun denoting an idea, quality, or state rather than a concrete object




•
 
the website contains considerably more abstract nouns than hard facts.



















abstract of title

 
/ˌabstrakt əv ˈtīdl/






noun






[Law]

 a summary giving details of the title deeds and documents that prove an owner's right to dispose of land, together with any encumbrances that relate to the property.













abstruse

 
/abˈstro͞os əbˈstro͞os/





I.
 
adjective




difficult to understand; obscure




•
 
an abstruse philosophical inquiry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abstrusely

 
/abˈstro͞oslē əbˈstro͞oslē /






adverb













2.
 
abstruseness

 
/abˈstro͞osnəs əbˈstro͞osnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
abstrusus

 ‘put away, hidden,’ from 
abstrudere

 ‘conceal,’ from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
trudere

 ‘to push.’






absurd

 
/əbˈsərd əbˈzərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an idea or suggestion) wildly unreasonable, illogical, or inappropriate




•
 
the allegations are patently absurd




•
 
so you think I'm a spy? How absurd!




•
 (as 
noun

 
the absurd

 )
 
he had a keen eye for the incongruous and the absurd.










2.
 
(of a person or a person's behavior or actions) foolish; unreasonable




•
 
she was being absurd—and imagining things.










3.
 
(of an object or situation) arousing amusement or derision; ridiculous




•
 
gym shorts and knee socks looked absurd on such a tall girl.














II.
 
derivatives





absurdly

 
/əbˈsərdlē abˈsərdlē əbˈzərdlē abˈzərdlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
absurdus

 ‘out of tune,’ hence ‘irrational’; related to 
surdus

 ‘deaf, dull.’





absurdism

 
/əbˈsərdˌizəm, -ˈzərd-/






noun



1.
 
intentionally ridiculous or bizarre behavior or character




•
 
the absurdism of the Dada movement.










2.
 
the belief that human beings exist in a purposeless, chaotic universe.













absurdist

 
/əbˈsərdəst əbˈzərdəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
intentionally ridiculous or bizarre; surreal




•
 
a delightful piece of absurdist nonsense.










2.
 
relating to or supporting the belief that human beings exist in a purposeless, chaotic universe.








II.
 
noun




a writer or artist who deals with absurdist themes




•
 
the French absurdists of the fifties.



















absurdity

 
/əbˈsərdədē əbˈzərdədē/





I.
 
noun




the quality or state of being ridiculous or wildly unreasonable




•
 
Duncan laughed at the absurdity of the situation




•
 
the absurdities of haute cuisine.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dissonance’): from Latin 
absurditas

 , from 
absurdus

 (see absurd
 ).





abubble

 
/əˈbəbəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
full of excitement and enthusiasm




•
 
he was 
abubble with

 the news.

















– origin

 1930s: from a-
 2
 ‘in the process of’ + bubble
 .





Abu Dhabi

 
/ˌäbo͞o ˈdäbē/





I.
 
the largest of the seven member states of the United Arab Emirates, lying between Oman and the Gulf coast; pop. 2,061,100 (est. 2009). The former sheikhdom joined the federation of the United Arab Emirates in 1971.




II.
 
the capital of the state of Abu Dhabi; pop. 896,800 (est. 2009). It is also the federal capital of the United Arab Emirates.









abuela

 
/ˌäˈbwālə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 (in Spanish-speaking areas) one's grandmother




•
 
Diego lives with his abuela and helps run the family restaurant.

















– origin

 Spanish.





abuelo

 
/ˌäˈbwālō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 (in Spanish-speaking areas) one's grandfather




•
 
breakfast tortillas topped with chili sauce, onion, and cheese—just the way my abuelo liked it.

















– origin

 Spanish.





Abuja

 
/əˈbo͞ojə/






a newly built city in central Nigeria, designated in 1982 to replace Lagos as the national capital; pop. 776,300 (est. 2006).









abulia

 
/əˈbo͞olēə /

 
aboulia





I.
 
noun




an absence of willpower or an inability to act decisively, as a symptom of mental illness.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
boulē

 ‘the will.’





Abu Musa

 
/ˌäbo͞o ˈmo͞osə/






a small island in the Persian Gulf. Formerly held by the emirate of Sharjah, it was occupied by Iran by agreement from 1971 until it was taken over by them in 1992.









Abuna

 
/əˈbo͞onə/





I.
 
noun




a title given to the Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.











– origin

 Amharic, from Arabic 
῾abūnā

 ‘our father.’





abundance

 
/əˈbəndəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very large quantity of something




•
 
the tropical island boasts an 
abundance of

 wildlife.










2.
 
the quantity or amount of something, e.g., a chemical element or an animal or plant species, present in a particular area, volume, sample, etc.




•
 
estimates of abundance of harp seals




•
 
the 
relative abundances

 of carbon and nitrogen.










3.
 
(in solo whist) a bid by which a player undertakes to make nine or more tricks.




4.
 
the state or condition of having a copious quantity of something; plentifulness




•
 
vines and figs grew 
in abundance

 .










5.
 
plentifulness of the good things of life; prosperity




•
 
the growth of industry promised wealth and abundance.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
abundantia

 , from 
abundant-

 ‘overflowing,’ from the verb 
abundare

 (see abound
 ).





abundant

 
/əˈbəndənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing or available in large quantities; plentiful




•
 
there was abundant evidence to support the theory.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
abundant in

 )
 — having plenty of something




•
 
the riverbanks were abundant in wild plants.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
abundant-

 ‘abounding,’ from the verb 
abundare

 (see abound
 ).





abundantly

 
/əˈbəndəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in large quantities; plentifully




•
 
the plant grows abundantly in the wild.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — extremely




•
 
my boss 
made it abundantly clear

 that if I didn't like it, I should look for another job.




















abuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈbyo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use (something) to bad effect or for a bad purpose; misuse




•
 
the judge abused his power by imposing the fines.










2.
 
make excessive and habitual use of (alcohol or drugs, especially illegal ones).




3.
 
treat (a person or an animal) with cruelty or violence, especially regularly or repeatedly




•
 
riders who abuse their horses should be prosecuted.










4.
 
assault (someone, especially a woman or child) sexually




•
 
he was a depraved man who had abused his two young daughters




•
 (as 
adj.

 
abused

 )
 
abused children.










5.
 
(
abuse oneself

 )
 — 

‹euphemistic›

 masturbate.




6.
 
use or treat in such a way as to cause damage or harm




•
 
he had been abusing his body for years.










7.
 
speak in an insulting and offensive way to or about (someone)




•
 
the referee was abused by players from both teams.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/əˈbyo͞os /



1.
 
the improper use of something




•
 
alcohol abuse




•
 
an 
abuse of

 public funds.










2.
 
unjust or corrupt practice




•
 
protection against fraud and abuse




•
 
human rights abuses.










3.
 
cruel and violent treatment of a person or animal




•
 
a black eye and other signs of physical abuse.










4.
 
violent treatment involving sexual assault, especially on a repeated basis




•
 
young people who have suffered sexual abuse.










5.
 
insulting and offensive language




•
 
waving his fists and 
hurling abuse at

 the driver.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
abus-

 ‘misused,’ from the verb 
abuti

 , from 
ab-

 ‘away’ (i.e., ‘wrongly’) + 
uti

 ‘to use.’





abuser

 
/əˈbyo͞ozər/






noun



1.
 
a person who uses something to bad effect or for a bad purpose




•
 
notorious abusers of the English language.










2.
 
a person who makes excessive and habitual use of alcohol or drugs, especially illegal ones




•
 
a chronic cocaine abuser.










3.
 
a person who treats another person or animal with cruelty or violence, especially regularly or repeatedly




•
 
a vicious abuser who beats both his wife and his son.










4.
 
a person who sexually assaults someone, especially a woman or child




•
 
how much do we know about what makes someone a sexual abuser?



















Abu Simbel

 
/ˌäbo͞o ˈsimbəl/






the site of two huge rock-cut temples in southern Egypt, built during the reign of Ramses II in the 13th century 
BC

 , and commemorating him and his first wife 
Nefertari

 . Following the building of the High Dam at Aswan, the monument was rebuilt higher on the hillside.









abusive

 
/əˈbyo͞osiv əˈbyo͞oziv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely offensive and insulting




•
 
abusive language




•
 
he became quite abusive and swore at her.










2.
 
engaging in or characterized by habitual violence and cruelty




•
 
abusive parents




•
 
an abusive relationship.










3.
 
involving injustice or illegality




•
 
the abusive and predatory practices of businesses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
abusively

 
/əˈbyo͞osivlē əˈbyo͞ozivlē /






adverb













2.
 
abusiveness

 
/əˈbyo͞osivnəs əˈbyo͞ozivnəs /






noun





















abustle

 
/əˈbəsəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
bustling; busy




•
 
the main drag is always 
abustle with

 inventive sidewalk artists.

















– origin

 1930s: from a-
 2
 ‘in the process of’ + bustle
 1
 .






abut

 
/əˈbət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an area of land or a building) be next to or have a common boundary with




•
 
gardens abutting Prescott Street




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a park 
abutting on

 an area of wasteland.










2.
 
touch or lean upon




•
 
masonry may crumble where a roof abuts it.

















– origin

 late Middle English: the sense ‘have a common boundary’ from Anglo-Latin 
abuttare

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + Old French 
but

 ‘end’; the sense ‘lean upon’ (late 16th cent.) from Old French 
abouter

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
bouter

 ‘strike, butt,’ of Germanic origin.





abutilon

 
/əˈbyo͞odlˌän/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant or shrub of the mallow family, native to warm climates and typically bearing showy yellow, red, or mauve flowers.

[Genus 
Abutilon

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Arabic 
ūbūṭīlūn

 ‘Indian mallow.’





abutment

 
/əˈbətmənt/






noun



1.
 
a structure built to support the lateral pressure of an arch or span, e.g., at the ends of a bridge.




2.
 
the process of supporting something with an abutment.




3.
 
a point at which something abuts against something else.













abutter

 
/əˈbədər/






noun






(chiefly US)

 the owner of property that abuts (touches on) another.













abuzz

 
/əˈbəz/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
filled with a continuous humming sound




•
 
the room was 
abuzz with

 mosquitoes




•
 


‹figurative›

 the city was 
abuzz with

 rumors.



















ABV






abbreviation




alcohol by volume.














abysm

 
/əˈbizəm/





I.
 
noun




a literary or poetic term for abyss
 :




•
 
the abysm from which nightmares crawl.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
abisme

 , medieval Latin 
abysmus

 , alteration of late Latin 
abyssus

 ‘bottomless pit,’ the ending being assimilated to the Greek ending 
-ismos

 .





abysmal

 
/əˈbizməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely bad; appalling




•
 
the quality of her work is abysmal.










2.
 


‹literary›

 very deep.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from abysm
 . Sense 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





abysmally

 
/əˈbizməlē/






adverb




in an extremely bad way; appallingly




•
 
she treats me abysmally at times




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the conviction rate is abysmally low.




















abyss

 
/əˈbis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep or seemingly bottomless chasm




•
 
a rope led down into the dark abyss.










2.
 
a wide or profound difference between people; a gulf




•
 
the 
abyss between

 the two nations.










3.
 
the regions of hell conceived of as a bottomless pit




•
 
Satan's dark abyss.










4.
 
(
the abyss

 )
 — a catastrophic situation seen as likely to occur




•
 
teetering on 
the edge of the abyss

 of a total political wipeout.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘infernal pit’): via late Latin from Greek 
abussos

 ‘bottomless,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
bussos

 ‘depth.’





abyssal

 
/əˈbisəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 relating to or denoting the depths or bed of the ocean, especially between about 10,000 and 20,000 feet (3,000 and 6,000 m) down




•
 
the genera found in the abyssal North Atlantic.










2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 
[Geology]

 another term for plutonic
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
abyssalis

 ‘belonging to an abyss’ (see abyss
 ).






Abyssinia

 
/ˌabəˈsinēə/






former name for Ethiopia
 .









Abyssinian

 
/ˌabəˈsinēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹historical›

 of or relating to Abyssinia or its people.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a native of Abyssinia.




2.
 
(also 
Abyssinian cat

 )
 — a domestic cat of a breed having long ears and short brown hair flecked with gray.













Abzug, Bella

 
/ˈabˌzo͝oɡ/






(1920–98), US politician, lawyer, and women's rights activist; full name 
Bella Savitsky Abzug

 . She helped to found Women Strike for Peace in 1961. Serving in Congress as a Democrat from New York, she fought for the rights of women and of the poor.









Ac






symbol




the chemical element actinium.














AC

 
/ˈˌā ˈsē/






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
ac

 )
 — alternating current.




2.
 
(also 
ac

 )
 — air conditioning




•
 
a sedan with power steering and AC.










3.
 
before Christ.

[from Latin 
ante Christum

 .]




4.
 
appellation contrôlée




•
 
AC Sauvignon and Chardonnay.










5.
 
athletic club.




6.
 
(
ac.

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 acre




•
 
a 22-ac. site.



















a/c

 
/əˈkount/






abbreviation



1.
 
account.

[from the obsolete phrase 
account current

 denoting a continuous account detailing sums paid and received.]




2.
 
(also 
A/C

 )
 — air conditioning.














ac-






prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
c

 and 
q

 (as in 
accept

 , 
acquit

 , and 
acquiesce

 ).














-ac





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives that are also often (or only) used as nouns, such as 
maniac

 .

Compare with -acal
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
-akos

 via Latin 
-acus

 or French 
-aque

 .





ACA

 
PPACA






abbreviation




(in the US) Affordable Care Act or (in full) Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

See also Obamacare
 .













acacia

 
/əˈkāSHə /

 
acacia tree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree or shrub of warm climates that bears spikes or clusters of yellow or white flowers and is frequently thorny.

[Genus 
Acacia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : numerous species, including 
A. senegal

 , which yields gum arabic.]




2.
 
see false acacia
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
akakia

 .





academe

 
/ˌakəˈdēm ˈakəˌdēm/





I.
 
noun




the academic environment or community; academia




•
 
bridging the gap between industry and academe




•
 


the groves of academe

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘academy’): from Latin 
academia

 , reinforced by Greek 
Akadēmos

 (see academy
 ).





academia

 
/ˌakəˈdēmēə/





I.
 
noun




the environment or community concerned with the pursuit of research, education, and scholarship




•
 
he spent his working life in academia.

















– origin

 1950s: from Latin (see academy
 ).






academic

 
/ˌakəˈdemik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to education and scholarship




•
 
academic achievement




•
 
he had no academic qualifications.










2.
 
of or relating to an educational or scholarly institution or environment




•
 
students resplendent in academic dress.










3.
 
(of an institution or a course of study) placing a greater emphasis on reading and study than on technical or practical work




•
 
an academic high school that prepares students for the best colleges and universities.










4.
 
(of a person) interested in or excelling at scholarly pursuits and activities




•
 
Ben is not an academic child but he tries hard.










5.
 
(of an art form) conventional, especially in an idealized or excessively formal way




•
 
academic painting.










6.
 
not of practical relevance; of only theoretical interest




•
 
the debate has been largely academic.














II.
 
noun




a teacher or scholar in a college or institute of higher education.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
académique

 or medieval Latin 
academicus

 , from 
academia

 (see academy
 ).





academically

 
/akəˈdemiklē/






adverb




in a way that relates to education and scholarship




•
 
applicants must excel academically.



















academic freedom






noun




a scholar's freedom to express ideas without risk of official interference or professional disadvantage




•
 
we cannot protect academic freedom by denying others the right to an opposing view.



















academician

 
/ˌakədəˈmiSHən əˌkadəˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an academic; an intellectual.




2.
 
a member of an academy, especially of the Royal Academy of Arts, the Académie Française, or the Russian Academy of Sciences.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
académicien

 , from medieval Latin 
academicus

 (see academic
 ).





academicism

 
/ˌakəˈdeməˌsizəm /

 
academism






noun




adherence to formal or conventional rules and traditions in art or literature




•
 
the opposition between academicism and creative authenticity.




















academic year






noun




the period of the year during which students attend an educational institution, usually from September to June.

Also called school year
 .














academy

 
/əˈkadəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place of study or training in a special field




•
 
a police academy.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a place of study.




3.
 


(US)

 
(Scottish)

 a secondary school, typically a private one




•
 
he had passed all his finals at Ephebus Academy.










4.
 
(
the Academy

 )
 — the teaching school founded by Plato.




5.
 
a society or institution of distinguished scholars, artists, or scientists, that aims to promote and maintain standards in its particular field




•
 
the National Academy of Sciences.










6.
 
the community of scholars; academe




•
 
a writing and publishing world outside the academy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the garden where Plato taught): from French 
académie

 or Latin 
academia

 , from Greek 
akadēmeia

 , from 
Akadēmos

 , the hero after whom Plato's garden was named.





Academy Award

 
/əˈkadəmē əˈwôrd/






noun






‹trademark›

 any of a series of awards of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Hollywood given annually since 1928 for achievement in the movie industry in various categories; an Oscar.













Acadia

 
/əˈkādēə/





I.
 
a former French colony established in 1604 in the territory that now includes Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island in Canada. Contested by France and Britain, it was ceded to Britain in 1763, and many French Acadians were deported to other parts of North America, especially Louisiana.







– origin

 from 
Acadie

 , the French name for what became (chiefly) Nova Scotia.






Acadian

 
/əˈkādēən /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Acadia or its people.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Acadia.




2.
 


(chiefly Canadian)

 a French-speaking descendant of the early French settlers in Acadia.




3.
 


(US)

 a descendant of the Acadians deported to Louisiana in the 18th century; a Cajun.













açai

 
/əˈsīˌē ˌäsäˈē/





I.
 
noun




a South American palm tree producing small edible blackish-purple berries.

[Genus 
Euterpe

 , esp. 
E. oleracea

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Portuguese 
açaí

 , from Tupi-Guarani 
asaí

 .






acajou

 
/ˈäkəZHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wood of certain tropical timber-yielding trees, especially mahogany.




2.
 
another term for cashew
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, via Portuguese from Tupi 
acajú

 .






-acal






suffix




forming adjectives from nouns and adjectives usually ending in 
-ac

 , such as 
maniacal

 , often making a distinction from nouns ending in 
-ac

 (as in 
maniacal

 compared with 
maniac

 ).













acalculia

 
/ˌākalˈkyo͞olēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 loss of the ability to perform simple arithmetic calculations, typically resulting from disease or injury of the parietal lobe of the brain.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘not’ + Latin 
calculare

 ‘calculate’ + -ia
 1
 .






acantho-

 
acanth-





I.
 
combining form




having thornlike characteristics.











– origin

 from Greek 
akantha

 ‘thorn.’





Acanthocephala

 
/əˌkanTHōˈsefələ /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of parasitic invertebrates that comprises the thorny-headed worms.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
acanthocephalan






adjective, noun













2.
 
acanthocephalid

 
/-lid /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 modern Latin, from acantho-
 ‘thorn’ + Greek 
kephalē

 ‘head.’





acanthodian

 
/ˌakənˈTHōdēən/





I.
 
noun




a small spiny-finned, jawed fossil fish of a group found chiefly in the Devonian period.

[Class (or subclass) 
Acanthodii

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Acanthodii

 (from acantho-
 ) + -an
 .





acanthus

 
/əˈkanTHəs/






noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant or shrub with bold flower spikes and spiny decorative leaves, native to Mediterranean regions.

[via Latin from Greek 
akanthos

 , from 
akantha

 ‘thorn,’ from 
akē

 ‘sharp point.’] [Genus 
Acanthus

 , family 
Acanthaceae

 : many species.]




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a conventionalized representation of an acanthus leaf, used especially as a decoration for Corinthian column capitals.













a cappella

 
/ä kəˈpelə a kəˈpelə/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(with reference to choral music) without instrumental accompaniment


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an a cappella Mass




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the trio usually performs a cappella.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘in chapel style.’





Acapulco

 
/ˌäkəˈpo͝olkō, äkəˈpo͞olkō/






a port and resort in southern Mexico, on the Pacific coast; pop. 616,384 (2005). Full name 
Acapulco de Juárez

 .









Acari

 
/ˈakəˌrī /

 

‹Zoology›


 
Acarina





I.
 
a large order (or subclass) of small arachnids that comprises the mites and ticks. They are distinguished by an apparent lack of body divisions.




II.
 
derivatives





acarid

 
/-rid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
acarus

 , from Greek 
akari

 ‘mite.’





acaricide

 
/əˈkarəˌsīd, ˈakərə-/





I.
 
noun




a substance poisonous to mites or ticks.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
akari

 ‘mite, tick’ + -cide
 .





acarine

 
/ˈakəˌrīn, -ˌrēn /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a small arachnid of the order 
Acari

 ; a mite or tick.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting acarines.













acarology

 
/ˌakəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of mites and ticks.








II.
 
derivatives





acarologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
akari

 ‘mite, tick’ + -logy
 .





acatalectic

 
/āˌkadlˈektik /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




(of a line of verse) having the full number of syllables.








II.
 
noun




a line of acatalectic verse.














accede

 
/əkˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 assent or agree to a demand, request, or treaty




•
 
the authorities did not 
accede to

 the strikers' demands.










2.
 


‹formal›

 assume an office or position




•
 
he 
acceded to

 the post of director in September.










3.
 


‹formal›

 become a member of a community or organization




•
 
Albania acceded to the IMF in 1990.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘come forward, approach’): from Latin 
accedere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
cedere

 ‘give way, yield.’





accelerando

 
/äkˌseləˈrändō, äˌCHeləˈrändō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




with a gradual increase of speed (used chiefly as a direction).








II.
 
noun




an accelerando passage.











– origin

 Italian.





accelerant

 
/əkˈselərənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance used to aid the spread of fire




•
 
stolen accelerants could be used as firebombs.














II.
 
adjective




accelerating or causing acceleration




•
 
accelerant factors for carcinoma.




















accelerate

 
/əkˈseləˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vehicle or other physical object) begin to move more quickly




•
 
the car accelerated toward her.










2.
 
increase in amount or extent




•
 
inflation started to accelerate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the key question is whether stress accelerates aging




•
 (as 
adj.

 
accelerating

 )
 
accelerating industrial activity.










3.
 


[Physics]

 undergo a change in velocity.








II.
 
derivatives





accelerative

 
/əkˈselərədiv akˈselərədiv akˈseləˌrādiv əkˈseləˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘hasten the occurrence of’): from Latin 
accelerat-

 ‘hastened,’ from the verb 
accelerare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
celer

 ‘swift.’





accelerated learning






noun



1.
 
an intensive method of study employing techniques that enable material to be learned in a relatively short time.




2.
 
a program of learning that allows certain students, especially those more academically able, to progress through school more rapidly than others.













acceleration

 
/akˌseləˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
increase in the rate or speed of something




•
 
the acceleration of the industrialization process




•
 


an acceleration in

 the divorce rate.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the rate of change of velocity per unit of time.




3.
 
a vehicle's capacity to gain speed within a short time




•
 
a Formula One car is superior to an Indy car in its acceleration.



















accelerator

 
/əkˈseləˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
something that brings about acceleration, in particular




2.
 
the device, typically a pedal, that controls the speed of a vehicle's engine.




3.
 


[Physics]

 an apparatus for accelerating charged particles to high velocities.




4.
 
a substance that speeds up a chemical process, typically the vulcanization of rubber or the curing of a plastic.













accelerator board

 
accelerator card






noun




an accessory circuit board that can be plugged into a computer to increase the speed of its processor or input/output operations.













accelerometer

 
/əkˌseləˈrämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring acceleration, typically that of an automobile, ship, aircraft, or spacecraft, or that involved in the vibration of a machine, building, or other structure.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from accelerate
 + -meter
 .






accent





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈakˌsent /



1.
 
a distinctive mode of pronunciation of a language, especially one associated with a particular nation, locality, or social class




•
 
a strong German accent.




•
 
she never mastered the French accent.










2.
 
a distinct emphasis given to a syllable or word in speech by stress or pitch.




3.
 
a mark on a letter, typically a vowel, to indicate pitch, stress, or vowel quality.




4.
 


[Music]

 an emphasis on a particular note or chord.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a special or particular emphasis




•
 


the accent is on

 participation.










6.
 
a feature that gives a distinctive visual emphasis to something




•
 
blue woodwork and accents of red.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈakˌsent akˈsent /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emphasize (a particular feature)




•
 
fabrics that accent the background colors in the room.










2.
 


[Music]

 play (a note, a beat of the bar, etc.) with an accent.








III.
 
derivatives





accentual

 
/akˈsen(t)SH(o͞o)əl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘intonation’): from Latin 
accentus

 ‘tone, signal, or intensity’ (from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
cantus

 ‘song’), translating Greek 
prosōidia

 ‘a song sung to music, intonation.’





accented

 
/ˈakˌsen(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
spoken with or characterized by a particular accent




•
 
he spoke in slightly accented English.










2.
 
(of a word or syllable) marked with a stress or other accent.













accentor

 
/ˈaksentər/





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian songbird with generally drab-colored plumage.

[Family 
Prunellidae

 and genus 
Prunella

 : several species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin, from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
cantor

 ‘singer.’





accentuate

 
/əkˈsen(t)SHəˌwāt akˈsen(t)SHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make more noticeable or prominent




•
 
his jacket unfortunately accentuated his paunch.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
accentuat-

 ‘accented,’ from the verb 
accentuare

 , from 
accentus

 ‘tone’ (see accent
 ).





accentuation

 
/əkˌsen(t)SHəˈwāSH(ə)n akˌsen(t)SHəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of emphasizing something




•
 
the accentuation of the Treasury's currency policy.










2.
 
the prominence of a thing relative to the normal




•
 
a condition where there is an accentuation of female characteristics.










3.
 
the manner in which accents are apparent in pronunciation, or indicated in writing.














accept

 
/əkˈsept/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consent to receive (a thing offered)




•
 
he accepted a pen as a present.










2.
 
give an affirmative answer to (an offer or proposal); say yes to




•
 
he would accept their offer and see what happened




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Tim offered Brian a lift home and he accepted.










3.
 


‹dated›

 say yes to a proposal of marriage from (a man)




•
 
Ronald is a good match and she ought to accept him.










4.
 
receive as adequate, valid, or suitable




•
 
the college accepted her as a student




•
 
credit cards are widely accepted.










5.
 
regard favorably or with approval; welcome




•
 
the Harvard literati never accepted him as one of them.










6.
 
(of a thing) be designed to allow (something) to be inserted or applied




•
 
vending machines that accepted 100-yen coins for cans of beer.










7.
 
believe or come to recognize (an opinion, explanation, etc.) as valid or correct




•
 
this tentative explanation came to be accepted by the group




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is accepted that aging is a continuous process.










8.
 
take upon oneself (a responsibility or liability); acknowledge




•
 
Jenkins is willing to accept his responsibility




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he accepts that he made a mistake.










9.
 
tolerate or submit to (something unpleasant or undesired)




•
 
they accepted the need to cut expenses.














II.
 
derivatives





accepter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
acceptare

 , frequentative of 
accipere

 ‘take something to oneself,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’ / 
usage:

 
Accept

 , which means ‘take (that which is offered),’ may be confused with the verb 
except

 , which means ‘exclude.’ Thus: I 
accept

 the terms of your offer, but I wish to 
except

 the clause calling for repayment of the deposit.





acceptability

 
/əkˌseptəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being tolerated or allowed




•
 
what has changed is the social acceptability of such actions




•
 
it was simply beyond the limits of acceptability to attack someone who could not defend himself.










2.
 
the quality of being accepted




•
 
money derives its purchasing power entirely from its acceptability as a medium of exchange.



















acceptable

 
/əkˈseptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be agreed on; suitable




•
 
has tried to find a solution 
acceptable to

 everyone.










2.
 
adequate; satisfactory




•
 
an acceptable substitute for champagne.










3.
 
pleasing; welcome




•
 
some coffee would be most acceptable.










4.
 
able to be tolerated or allowed




•
 
pollution in the city had reached four times the acceptable level.














II.
 
phrases





the acceptable face of






the tolerable or attractive manifestation or aspect of




•
 
he presents himself as the acceptable face of gambling.


















III.
 
derivatives





acceptably

 
/əkˈseptəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
acceptabilis

 , from 
acceptare

 (see accept
 ).





acceptance

 
/əkˈseptəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of consenting to receive or undertake something offered




•
 
charges involving the acceptance of bribes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an acceptance speech




•
 
he had an acceptance from the magazine.










2.
 
a draft or bill that is accepted by being signed.




3.
 
the action or process of being received as adequate or suitable, typically to be admitted into a group




•
 
you must wait for acceptance into the club.










4.
 
agreement with or belief in an idea, opinion, or explanation




•
 
acceptance of the teaching of the church.










5.
 
willingness to tolerate a difficult or unpleasant situation




•
 
a mood of resigned acceptance.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, from 
accepter

 (see accept
 ).





acceptant

 
/əkˈsept(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective

 — (
acceptant of

 )


1.
 


‹rare›

 willingly accepting.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, ‘accepting,’ present participle of 
accepter

 ‘to accept.’





acceptation

 
/ˌaksepˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a particular sense or the generally recognized meaning (
common acceptation

 ) of a word or phrase.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘favorable reception, approval’): from late Latin 
acceptatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
acceptare

 (see accept
 ). The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





accepted

 
/əkˈseptəd/






adjective




generally believed or recognized to be valid or correct




•
 
he wasn't handsome in the accepted sense.




•
 
the accepted consensus within the church.



















acceptor

 
/əkˈseptər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that accepts something, in particular




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 an atom or molecule that is able to bind to or accept an electron or other species.




3.
 


[Physics]

 an acceptor atom forming a positive hole in a semiconductor.













access

 
/ˈakˌses/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a means of approaching or entering a place




•
 
the staircase gives 
access to

 the top floor




•
 
wheelchair access




•
 
the bypass will greatly improve road access




•
 
the building has a side access.










2.
 
the right or opportunity to use or benefit from something




•
 
do you 
have access to

 a computer?




•
 
awards to help people 
gain access to

 training.










3.
 
the right or opportunity to approach or see someone




•
 
we were 
denied access to

 our grandson.










4.
 
the action or process of obtaining or retrieving information stored in a computer's memory




•
 
this prevents unauthorized access or inadvertent deletion of the file.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting noncommercial broadcasting produced by local independent groups, rather than by professionals




•
 


public-access television

 .










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an attack or outburst of an emotion




•
 
I was suddenly overcome with 
an access of

 rage.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
approach or enter (a place)




•
 
single rooms have private baths accessed via the balcony.










2.
 


[Computing]

 obtain, examine, or retrieve (data or a file).











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘sudden attack of illness’): from Latin 
accessus

 , from the verb 
accedere

 ‘to approach’ (see accede
 ). Sense 1 is first recorded in the early 17th cent. / 
usage:

 The verb 
access

 is standard and common in computing and related terminology (employees can 
access

 the office network). But its use outside computing contexts, although well established in the language, is sometimes criticized as being ‘jargon’ (we lacked adequate supply to 
access

 the markets we needed to reach). Other words or phrases such as ‘enter’ or ‘gain access to’ are suggested as ready substitutes. For another example of a controversial formation of a verb from a noun, see usage at impact
 .





access charge

 
access fee






noun




a charge made for the use of computer or local telephone-network facilities.













access course

 
//






noun




an educational course enabling those without traditional qualifications to become eligible for higher education.













accessibility

 
/əkˌsesəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being able to be reached or entered




•
 
the restoration project involved repairing the roof and improving accessibility.










2.
 
the quality of being easy to obtain or use




•
 
students were concerned about the accessibility of quality academic counseling.










3.
 
the quality of being easily understood or appreciated




•
 
the accessibility of his work helped to popularize modern art.










4.
 
the quality of being easily reached, entered, or used by people who have a disability




•
 
many architects believe that accommodating wheelchairs is all there is to providing accessibility.




















accessible

 
/əkˈsesəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a place) able to be reached or entered




•
 
the town is 
accessible by

 bus




•
 
this room is not 
accessible to

 elderly people.










2.
 
(of an object, service, or facility) able to be easily obtained or used




•
 
making learning opportunities more 
accessible to

 adults.










3.
 
easily understood




•
 
his Latin grammar is lucid and accessible.










4.
 
able to be reached or entered by people who have a disability




•
 
features such as nonslip floors and accessible entrances.










5.
 
(of a person, typically one in a position of authority or importance) friendly and easy to talk to; approachable




•
 
he is more accessible than most tycoons.














II.
 
derivatives





accessibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
accessibilis

 , from Latin 
access-

 ‘approached,’ from the verb 
accedere

 (see accede
 ).





accession

 
/akˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the attainment or acquisition of a position of rank or power, typically that of monarch or president




•
 
the queen's 
accession to the throne






•
 
lost the vote on the Fortas accession to the chief justiceship.










2.
 
the action or process of formally joining or being accepted by an association, institution, or group




•
 
the accession of Spain and Portugal into the European Community.










3.
 
a new item added to an existing collection of books, paintings, or artifacts.




4.
 
an amount added to an existing quantity of something




•
 
did not anticipate any further accession of wealth from the man's estate.










5.
 
the formal acceptance of a treaty or agreement




•
 
accession to the Treaty of Paris.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be accessioned

 )


1.
 
record the addition of (a new item) to a library, museum, or other collection.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘something added’): from Latin 
accession-

 , from the verb 
accedere

 ‘approach, come to’ (see accede
 ).





accessorize

 
/əkˈsesəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide or complement (a garment) with a fashion accessory




•
 
the leisure suits were accessorized with white vinyl loafers and matching belts.



















accessory

 
/əkˈses(ə)rē /

 
accessary





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that can be added to something else in order to make it more useful, versatile, or attractive




•
 
a range of bathroom accessories.










2.
 
a small article or item of clothing carried or worn to complement a garment or outfit




•
 
among the hottest items are hair accessories such as rhinestone-studded barrettes.










3.
 


[Law]

 someone who gives assistance to the perpetrator of a crime, without directly committing it, sometimes without being present




•
 
she was charged as an 
accessory to

 murder.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 contributing to or aiding an activity or process in a minor way; subsidiary or supplementary




•
 
functionally the maxillae are a pair of accessory jaws.














III.
 
phrases





accessory before (or after) the fact








[Law]

 
‹dated›

 a person who incites or assists someone to commit a crime (or knowingly aids someone who has committed a crime).















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
accessorius

 ‘additional thing,’ from Latin 
access-

 ‘increased,’ from the verb 
accedere

 (see accede
 ).





accessory cell






noun






[Physiology]

 any of various cells of the immune system that interact with T cells in the initiation of the immune response.













accessory mineral






noun






[Geology]

 a constituent mineral present in small quantity and not taken into account in identifying a rock.













accessory nerve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the eleventh pair of cranial nerves, supplying certain muscles in the neck and shoulder.













access provider






noun




another term for service provider
 .













access road

 
/ˈakˌses rōd/






noun




a road giving access to a place or to another road.













access time

 
/ˈakˌses tīm/






noun






[Computing]

 the time taken to retrieve data from storage.













acciaccatura

 
/äˌCHäkəˈto͝orə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a grace note performed as quickly as possible before an essential note of a melody, and falling before the beat.











– origin

 Italian, from 
acciaccare

 ‘to crush.’





accidence

 
/ˈaksədəns/





I.
 
noun




the part of grammar that deals with the inflections of words.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
accidentia

 (translation of Greek 
parepomena

 ‘things happening alongside’), neuter plural of the present participle of 
accidere

 ‘happen’ (see accident
 ).






accident

 
/ˈaksədənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unfortunate incident that happens unexpectedly and unintentionally, typically resulting in damage or injury




•
 
he had an accident at the factory




•
 
if you are unable to work owing to accident or sickness




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an accident investigator.










2.
 
a crash involving road or other vehicles, typically one that causes serious damage or injury




•
 
four people were killed in a car accident.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used euphemistically to refer to an incidence of incontinence, typically by a child or an animal.




4.
 
an event that happens by chance or that is without apparent or deliberate cause




•
 
the pregnancy was an accident




•
 


it is no accident that

 my tale features a tragic romance.










5.
 
the working of fortune; chance




•
 
my faith is an 
accident of birth

 , not a matter of principled commitment




•
 
he came to Harvard largely through accident.










6.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in Aristotelian thought) a property of a thing that is not essential to its nature.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
an accident waiting to happen





a.
 
a potentially disastrous situation, typically caused by negligent or faulty procedures.




b.
 
a person certain to cause trouble.









2.
 
accidents will happen






however careful you try to be, it is inevitable that some unfortunate or unforeseen events will occur




•
 
problems like these should not occur, but accidents will happen.















3.
 
by accident






unintentionally; by chance




•
 
she didn't get where is today by accident.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘an event’): via Old French from Latin 
accident-

 ‘happening,’ from the verb 
accidere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward, to’ + 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’






accidental

 
/ˌaksəˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening by chance, unintentionally, or unexpectedly




•
 
a verdict of accidental death




•
 
the damage might have been accidental.










2.
 
incidental; subsidiary




•
 
the location is accidental and contributes nothing to the tension between the characters in the poem.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in Aristotelian thought) relating to or denoting properties that are not essential to a thing's nature.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a sign indicating a momentary departure from the key signature by raising or lowering a note.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 another term for vagrant
 .








III.
 
derivatives





accidentally

 
/ˌaksəˈden(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective and 
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective): from late Latin 
accidentalis

 , from Latin 
accident-

 ‘happening’ (see accident
 ).





accident-prone

 
/ˈaksədənt ˌprōn/






adjective




tending to be involved in a greater than average number of accidents.













accidie

 
/ˈaksədē/





I.
 
noun




acedia.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
accidia

 , alteration of acedia
 . Obsolete after the 16th cent., the term was revived in the late 19th cent.





accipiter

 
/akˈsipədər/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a hawk of a group distinguished by short, broad wings and relatively long legs, adapted for fast flight in wooded country.

[
Accipiter

 and related genera, family 
Accipitridae

 : numerous species, including the goshawk.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘hawk, bird of prey.’





accipitrine

 
/akˈsipitrin, -ˌtrīn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Ornithology]

 of or relating to birds of a family that includes most diurnal birds of prey other than falcons, New World vultures, and the osprey.

[Family 
Accipitridae

 ; treated as a subfamily (
Accipitrinae

 ) in this sense when the osprey is included in this family.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
accipiter

 ‘bird of prey.’






acclaim

 
/əˈklām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise enthusiastically and publicly




•
 
the conference was 
acclaimed as

 a considerable success




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
he was acclaimed a great painter.














II.
 
noun




enthusiastic and public praise




•
 
she has won acclaim for her commitment to democracy.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘express approval’): from Latin 
acclamare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
clamare

 ‘to shout.’ The spelling has been influenced by association with claim
 . Current senses date from the 17th cent.





acclamation

 
/ˌakləˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




loud and enthusiastic approval, typically to welcome or honor someone or something




•
 
the tackle brought the fans to their feet in acclamation




•
 
the president was again greeted by the acclamations of all present.














II.
 
phrases





by acclamation





a.
 
(of election, agreement, etc.) by overwhelming vocal approval and without ballot.




b.
 


(Canadian)

 (of election) by virtue of being the sole candidate.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
acclamatio(n-)

 , from 
acclamare

 ‘shout at,’ later ‘shout in approval’ (see acclaim
 ).






acclimate

 
/ˈakləˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be acclimated

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 become accustomed to a new climate or to new conditions




•
 
it will take a few days to get 
acclimated to

 the altitude.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Biology]

 respond physiologically or behaviorally to a change in a single environmental factor




•
 
trees may 
acclimate to

 high CO2
 levels by reducing the number of stomata.







Compare with acclimatize
 .




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Botany]

 
[Horticulture]

 harden off (a plant).








II.
 
derivatives





acclimation

 
/ˌakləˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
acclimater

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
climat

 ‘climate.’






acclimatize

 
/əˈklīməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
acclimate




•
 
they 
acclimatized themselves

 before ascending Everest.










2.
 


[Biology]

 respond physiologically or behaviorally to changes in a complex of environmental factors.

Compare with acclimate
 .




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Botany]

 
[Horticulture]

 harden off (a plant).








II.
 
derivatives





acclimatization

 
/əˌklīmədəˈzāSHən əˌklīməˌtīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
acclimater

 ‘acclimatize’ + -ize
 .





acclivity

 
/əˈklivədē/





I.
 
noun




an upward slope.








II.
 
derivatives





acclivitous

 
/-itəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
acclivitas

 , from 
acclivis

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
clivus

 ‘a slope.’





accolade

 
/ˈakəˌlād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an award or privilege granted as a special honor or as an acknowledgment of merit




•
 
the ultimate official accolade of a visit by the president.










2.
 
an expression of praise or admiration.




3.
 
a touch on a person's shoulders with a sword at the bestowing of a knighthood.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Provençal 
acolada

 , literally ‘embrace around the neck (when bestowing knighthood),’ from Latin 
ad-

 ‘at, to’ + 
collum

 ‘neck.’






accommodate

 
/əˈkäməˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of physical space, especially a building) provide lodging or sufficient space for




•
 
the cabins accommodate up to 6 people.










2.
 
fit in with the wishes or needs of




•
 
any language must accommodate new concepts.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
accommodate to

 )
 — adapt to




•
 
making consumers accommodate to the realities of today's marketplace.














II.
 
derivatives





accommodative

 
/əˈkäməˌdādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
accommodat-

 ‘made fitting,’ from the verb 
accommodare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
commodus

 ‘fitting.’





accommodating

 
/əˈkäməˌdādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




fitting in with someone's wishes or demands in a helpful way.








II.
 
derivatives





accommodatingly

 
/əˈkäməˌdādiNGlē /






adverb





















accommodation

 
/əˌkäməˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
accommodations

 )
 — a room, group of rooms, or building in which someone may live or stay




•
 
the cost includes airfare and hotel accommodations.










2.
 
(
accommodations

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 lodging; room and board




•
 
the company offers a number of guesthouse accommodations in Cape Cod.










3.
 
the available space for occupants in a building, vehicle, or vessel




•
 
there was lifeboat accommodation for 1,178 people.










4.
 
the provision of a room or lodging




•
 
the building is used exclusively for the accommodation of guests.










5.
 
a convenient arrangement; a settlement or compromise




•
 
management was seeking an accommodation with labor.










6.
 
the process of adapting or adjusting to someone or something




•
 
accommodation to a separate political entity was not possible.










7.
 
the automatic adjustment of the focus of the eye by flattening or thickening of the lens.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
accommodatio(n-)

 , from 
accommodare

 ‘fit one thing to another’ (see accommodate
 ).





accommodationist

 
/əˌkäməˈdāSHənəst/






noun






(US)

 a person who seeks compromise with an opposing point of view, typically a political one.













accommodation ladder

 
/əˌkäməˈdāSHən ˈladər/






noun




a ladder or stairway up the side of a ship allowing access, especially to and from a small boat, or from a dock.













accompaniment

 
/əˈkəmp(ə)nimənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical part that supports or partners a solo instrument, voice, or group




•
 
she sang to a guitar accompaniment




•
 
sonatas for piano with violin accompaniment.










2.
 
a piece of music played to complement or as background to an activity




•
 
lush string accompaniments to romantic scenes in movies.










3.
 
something that is supplementary to or complements something else, typically food




•
 
sugar snap peas make a delicious accompaniment for salmon.














II.
 
phrases





to the accompaniment of





a.
 
with accompanying or background music or sound from




•
 
we filed out to the accompaniment of the organ.










b.
 
with another event happening at the same time as




•
 
the dam was completed to the accompaniment of numerous scandals.





















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
accompagnement

 , from 
accompagner

 ‘accompany.’





accompanist

 
/əˈkəmpənəst/






noun




a person who provides a musical accompaniment to another musician or to a singer.














accompany

 
/əˈkəmp(ə)nē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go somewhere with (someone) as a companion or escort




•
 
the two sisters were to accompany us to New York




•
 
he was at the banquet accompanied by his daughter.










2.
 
be present or occur at the same time as (something else)




•
 
the illness is often accompanied by nausea




•
 (as 
adj.

 
accompanying

 )
 
the accompanying documentation.










3.
 
provide (something) as a complement or addition to something else




•
 
home-cooked ham accompanied by brown bread.










4.
 
play a musical accompaniment for.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
accompagner

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
compagne

 , from Old French 
compaignon

 ‘companion.’ The spelling change was due to association with company
 .






accomplice

 
/əˈkämpləs/





I.
 
noun




a person who helps another commit a crime.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration (probably by association with accompany
 ) of Middle English 
complice

 ‘an associate,’ via Old French from late Latin 
complex

 , 
complic-

 ‘allied,’ from 
com-

 ‘together’ + the root of 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





accomplish

 
/əˈkämpliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
achieve or complete successfully




•
 
the planes accomplished their mission.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
acompliss-

 , lengthened stem of 
acomplir

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
complere

 ‘to complete.’





accomplished

 
/əˈkämpliSHt/






adjective



1.
 
highly trained or skilled




•
 
an accomplished pianist.










2.
 


‹dated›

 having a higher level of education than average and good social skills.













accomplishment

 
/əˈkämpliSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
something that has been achieved successfully




•
 
the reduction of inflation was a remarkable accomplishment.










2.
 
the successful achievement of a task




•
 
the accomplishment of planned objectives.










3.
 
an activity that a person can do well, typically as a result of study or practice




•
 
long-distance running was another of her accomplishments.










4.
 
skill or ability in an activity




•
 
a poet of considerable accomplishment.




















accord

 
/əˈkôrd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give or grant someone (power, status, or recognition)




•
 
the powers 
accorded to

 the head of state




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the young man had accorded her little notice.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
accord with

 )
 — (of a concept or fact) be harmonious or consistent with.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an official agreement or treaty.




2.
 
agreement or harmony




•
 
the government and the rebels are in accord on one point




•
 
function and form in harmonious accord.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in accord with






according to.









2.
 
of one's own accord






voluntarily or without outside intervention




•
 
he would not seek treatment of his own accord




•
 
the rash may go away of its own accord.















3.
 
with one accord






in a united way.















– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
acorder

 ‘reconcile, be of one mind,’ from Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart’; influenced by concord
 .





accordance

 
/əˈkôrdns/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
in accordance with

 )


1.
 
in a manner conforming with




•
 
the product is disposed of in accordance with federal regulations.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
acordance

 , from 
acorder

 ‘bring to an agreement’ (see accord
 ).





accordant

 
/əˈkôrdnt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 agreeing or compatible




•
 
I found the music 
accordant with

 the words of the service.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
acordant

 , from 
acorder

 ‘bring to an agreement’ (see accord
 ).





according

 
/əˈkôrdiNG/






adverb



1.
 
(usu. 
according to

 )
 — as stated by or in




•
 
the outlook for investors is not bright, according to financial experts




•
 
he may have only weeks to live, according to a source close to the family.




•
 
we have the world's most expensive public transport, according a recent survey.










2.
 
in a manner corresponding or conforming to




•
 
cook the rice according to the instructions.










3.
 
in proportion or relation to




•
 
salary will be fixed according to experience.










4.
 
(
according as

 )
 — depending on whether.













accordingly

 
/əˈkôrdiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is appropriate to the particular circumstances




•
 
we have to discover what his plans are and act accordingly.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — consequently; therefore




•
 
There was no breach of the rules. Accordingly, there will be no disciplinary inquiry.




















accordion

 
/əˈkôrdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portable musical instrument with metal reeds blown by bellows, played by means of keys and buttons


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an accordion player.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — folding like the bellows of an accordion




•
 
an accordion pleat.














II.
 
derivatives





accordionist

 
/əˈkôrdēənəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Akkordion

 , from Italian 
accordare

 ‘to tune.’





accost

 
/əˈkôst əˈkäst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
approach and address (someone) boldly or aggressively




•
 
reporters accosted him in the street




•
 
he was accosted by a thief, demanding his money or his life




•
 
a man tried to accost the girl on her way to school.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘lie or go alongside’): from French 
accoster

 , from Italian 
accostare

 , from Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
costa

 ‘rib, side.’






accouchement

 
/ˌäko͞oSHˈmänt əˈko͞oSHmənt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the process of giving birth to a baby.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
accoucher

 ‘act as midwife,’ from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
coucher

 ‘put to bed’ (see couch
 ).





accoucheur

 
/ˌäko͞oˈSHər/





I.
 
noun




a male midwife.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from 
accoucher

 (see accouchement
 ).






account

 
/əˈkount/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a report or description of an event or experience




•
 
a detailed account of what has been achieved.










2.
 
an interpretation or rendering of a piece of music




•
 
a lively account of Offenbach's score.










3.
 
(abbr.: 
acct.

 )
 — a record or statement of financial expenditure or receipts relating to a particular period or purpose




•
 
the ledger contains all the income and expense accounts




•
 
he submitted a quarterly account.










4.
 
(
accounts

 )
 — the department of a company that deals with such records.




5.
 
(abbr.: 
acct.

 )
 — an arrangement by which a body holds funds on behalf of a client or supplies goods or services to the client on credit




•
 
a bank account




•
 
charge it to my account




•
 
I wanted to get some money from the ATM and check my account




•
 
I began buying things 
on account

 .










6.
 
a client having an account with a supplier




•
 
selling bibles to established accounts in the North.










7.
 
a contract to do work periodically for a client




•
 
another agency was awarded the account.










8.
 
an arrangement by which a user is given personalized access to a computer, website, or application, typically by entering a username and password




•
 
we've reset your password to prevent others from accessing your account.










9.
 
importance




•
 
money was 
of no account

 to her.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
consider or regard in a specified way




•
 
her visit could not be accounted a success




•
 
he 
accounted himself

 the unluckiest man alive.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by (or from) all accounts






according to what one has heard or read




•
 
by all accounts he is a pretty nice guy.















2.
 
call (or bring) someone to account






require someone to explain a mistake or poor performance.









3.
 
give a good (or bad) account of oneself






make a favorable (or unfavorable) impression through one's performance.









4.
 
keep an account of






keep a record of.









5.
 
leave something out of account






fail or decline to consider a factor.









6.
 
on someone's account






for a specified person's benefit




•
 
don't bother on my account.















7.
 
on account of






because of.









8.
 
on no account






under no circumstances




•
 
on no account let anyone know we're interested.















9.
 
on one's own account






with one's own money or assets, rather than for an employer or client




•
 
he began trading on his own account.















10.
 
settle (or square) accounts with





a.
 
pay money owed to (someone).




b.
 
have revenge on




•
 
the potential danger of using the bill for settling accounts with political opponents.















11.
 
take something into account (or take account of)






consider a specified thing along with other factors before reaching a decision or taking action.









12.
 
there's no accounting for tastes (or taste)








‹proverb›

 it is impossible to explain why different people like different things, especially those things that the speaker considers unappealing.









13.
 
turn something to (good) account






turn something to one's advantage.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





account for





a.
 
give a satisfactory record of (something, typically money, that one is responsible for).




b.
 
provide or serve as a satisfactory explanation or reason for




•
 
he was brought before the Board to account for his behavior.










c.
 
know the fate or whereabouts of (someone or something), especially after an accident




•
 
everyone was accounted for after the floods.










d.
 
succeed in killing, destroying, or defeating




•
 
the fifth inning accounted for Lyons, who gave up three back-to-back home runs.










e.
 
supply or make up a specified amount or proportion of




•
 
social security accounts for about a third of total public spending.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘counting,’ ‘to count’): from Old French 
acont

 (noun), 
aconter

 (verb), based on 
conter

 ‘to count.’





accountability

 
/əˌkoun(t)əˈbilədē/






noun




the fact or condition of being accountable; responsibility




•
 
their lack of accountability has corroded public respect.



















accountable

 
/əˈkoun(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person, organization, or institution) required or expected to justify actions or decisions; responsible




•
 
government must be 
accountable to

 its citizens




•
 
parents could be 
held accountable for

 their children's actions.










2.
 
explicable; understandable




•
 
the delayed introduction of characters' names is accountable, if we consider that names have a low priority.



















accountancy

 
/əˈkountənsē/






noun




the profession or duties of an accountant.













accountant

 
/əˈkount(ə)nt /

 
acct.





I.
 
noun




a person whose job is to keep or inspect financial accounts.











– origin

 Middle English: from legal French, present participle of Old French 
aconter

 (see account
 ). The original use was as an adjective meaning ‘liable to give an account,’ hence denoting a person who must do so.





account executive






noun




a business executive who manages the interests of a particular client, typically in advertising.













accounting

 
/əˈkoun(t)iNG/






noun




the action or process of keeping financial accounts.













accounts payable






plural noun




money owed by a company to its creditors.













accounts receivable






plural noun




money owed to a company by its debtors.














accoutre

 
/əˈko͞odər /

 
accouter





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be accoutred

 )


1.
 
clothe or equip, typically in something noticeable or impressive.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
accoutrer

 , from Old French 
acoustrer

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
cousture

 ‘sewing’ (see couture
 ).





accoutrement

 
/əˈko͞odərmənt əˈko͞otrəmənt /

 
accouterment





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
accoutrements

 )


1.
 
additional items of dress or equipment, or other items carried or worn by a person or used for a particular activity




•
 
the accoutrements of religious ritual.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from 
accoutrer

 ‘clothe, equip’ (see accoutre
 ).





Accra

 
/əˈkrä/






the capital of Ghana, a port on the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 1,970,400 (est. 2005).









accredit

 
/əˈkredət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be accredited

 )


1.
 
give credit (to someone) for




•
 
he was 
accredited with

 being one of the world's fastest sprinters.










2.
 
attribute (an action, saying, or quality) to




•
 
the discovery of distillation is usually 
accredited to

 the Arabs.










3.
 
(of an official body) give authority or sanction to (someone or something) when recognized standards have been met




•
 
institutions that do not meet the standards will not be accredited for teacher training.










4.
 
give official authorization for (someone, typically a diplomat or journalist) to be in a particular place or to hold a particular post




•
 
an ambassador 
accredited to

 a northern European country.














II.
 
derivatives





accreditor






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
accréditer

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
crédit

 ‘credit.’





accreditation

 
/əˌkrediˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of officially recognizing someone as havinɡ a particular status or beinɡ qualified to perform a particular activity




•
 
the accreditation of professionals




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a simple accreditation process.










2.
 
official certification that a school or course has met standards set by external regulators




•
 
the first fully online university to receive national accreditation




•
 
the accreditation of professional training programs in Canada.










3.
 
an acknowledgment of a person's responsibility for or achievement of something




•
 
both parties create authorship, and to make this clear I have always used joint accreditations.



















accredited

 
/əˈkredədəd/






adjective




(of a person, organization, or course of study) officially recognized or authorized




•
 
an accredited chiropractic school.




















accrete

 
/əˈkrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grow by accumulation or coalescence




•
 
ice that had accreted grotesquely into stalactites.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form (a composite whole or a collection of things) by gradual accumulation




•
 
the collection of art he had accreted was to be sold.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 (with reference to matter or a body) come or bring together under the influence of gravitation




•
 
the gas will cool and then 
accrete to

 the galaxy's core.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
accret-

 ‘grown,’ from the verb 
accrescere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
crescere

 ‘grow.’





accretion

 
/əˈkrēSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of growth or increase, typically by the gradual accumulation of additional layers or matter




•
 
the accretion of sediments in coastal mangroves




•
 


‹figurative›

 the growing accretion of central government authority.










2.
 
a thing formed or added by gradual growth or increase




•
 
about one-third of California was built up by accretions




•
 
the city has a historic core surrounded by recent accretions.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 the coming together and cohesion of matter under the influence of gravitation to form larger bodies.








II.
 
derivatives





accretive

 
/əˈkrētiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
accretion-

 , from 
accrescere

 ‘become larger’ (see accrete
 ).





accretionary prism

 
/əˌkrēSHənerē ˈprizəm /

 
accretionary wedge






noun






[Geology]

 a mass of sedimentary material scraped off a region of oceanic crust during subduction and piled up at the edge of the overriding plate.













accretion disk

 


‹Brit.›

 accretion disc






noun






[Astronomy]

 a rotating disk of matter formed by accretion around a massive body (such as a black hole) under the influence of gravitation.













accrue

 
/əˈkro͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of sums of money or benefits) be received by someone in regular or increasing amounts over time




•
 
financial benefits will 
accrue from

 restructuring




•
 (as 
adj.

 
accrued

 )
 
the accrued interest.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — accumulate or receive (such payments or benefits).




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make provision for (a charge) at the end of a financial period for work that has been done but not yet invoiced.








II.
 
derivatives





accrual

 
/əˈkro͞oəl /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
acreue

 , past participle of 
acreistre

 ‘increase,’ from Latin 
accrescere

 ‘become larger’ (see accrete
 ).





acct.






abbreviation



1.
 
account.




2.
 
accountant.













acculturate

 
/əˈkəlCHəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb




assimilate or cause to assimilate a different culture, typically the dominant one


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
those who have 
acculturated to

 the US




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the next weeks were spent acculturating the field staff




•
 (as 
adj.

 
acculturated

 )
 
an acculturated Cherokee.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
acculturation

 
/əˌkəlCHəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
acculturative

 
/-ərətiv, -əˌrātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ac-
 + culture
 + -ate
 1
 . The noun 
acculturation

 dates from the late 19th cent.





accumbent

 
/əˈkəmbənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a cotyledon) lying edgewise against the folded radicle in the seed.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
accumbent-

 ‘reclining,’ from 
accumbere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + a verb related to 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’





accumulate

 
/əˈkyo͞om(y)əˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather together or acquire an increasing number or quantity of




•
 
investigators have yet to accumulate enough evidence.










2.
 
gradually gather or acquire (a resulting whole)




•
 
her goal was to accumulate a huge fortune.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gather or build up




•
 
the toxin accumulated in their bodies.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
accumulat-

 ‘heaped up,’ from the verb 
accumulare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
cumulus

 ‘a heap.’





accumulation

 
/əˌkyo͞om(y)əˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the acquisition or gradual gathering of something




•
 
the accumulation of wealth.










2.
 
a mass or quantity of something that has gradually gathered or been acquired




•
 
the accumulation of paperwork on her desk.



















accumulative

 
/əˈkyo͞om(y)ələdiv əˈkyo͞om(y)əˌlādiv/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
gathering or growing by gradual increases




•
 
the accumulative effects of pollution.



















accumulator

 
/əˈkyo͞om(y)əˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that accumulates things




•
 


accumulator of

 capital.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a register used to contain the results of an arithmetical or logical operation.














accuracy

 
/ˈakyərəsē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being correct or precise




•
 
we have confidence in the accuracy of the statistics




•
 
she hit the ball with great accuracy.










2.
 


‹technical›

 the degree to which the result of a measurement, calculation, or specification conforms to the correct value or a standard




•
 
the accuracy of radiocarbon dating




•
 
accuracies of 50–70%.







Compare with precision
 .













accurate

 
/ˈakyərət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of information, measurements, statistics, etc.) correct in all details; exact




•
 
accurate information about the illness is essential




•
 
an accurate assessment.










2.
 
(of an instrument or method) capable of giving accurate information




•
 
an accurate thermometer.










3.
 
faithfully or fairly representing the truth about someone or something




•
 
the portrait is an accurate likeness of Mozart.










4.
 
(with reference to a weapon, missile, or shot) capable of or successful in reaching the intended target




•
 
reliable, accurate rifles




•
 
a player who can deliver long accurate passes.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
accuratus

 ‘done with care,’ past participle of 
accurare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
cura

 ‘care.’





accurately

 
/ˈakyərətlē/






adverb




in a way that is correct in all details; exactly




•
 
we are simply unable to predict long-term trends accurately




•
 
every single vote was accurately counted.



















accursed

 
/əˈkərst əˈkərsəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 under a curse




•
 
the Angel of Death walks this accursed house.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express strong dislike of or anger toward someone or something




•
 
those accursed books!

















– origin

 Middle English: past participle of obsolete 
accurse

 , from 
a-

 (expressing intensity) + curse
 .





accusal

 
/əˈkyo͞ozəl/






noun




another term for accusation
 .














accusation

 
/ˌakyəˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a charge or claim that someone has done something illegal or wrong




•
 
accusations of bribery.










2.
 
the action or process of accusing someone




•
 
there was accusation in Brian's voice.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
accusatio(n-)

 , from 
accusare

 ‘call to account’ (see accuse
 ).





accusative

 
/əˈkyo͞ozədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a case of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives that expresses the object of an action or the goal of motion.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a word in the accusative case.




2.
 
(
the accusative

 )
 — the accusative case.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
casus) accusativus

 , literally ‘relating to an accusation or (legal) case,’ translating Greek (
(ptōsis) aitiatikē

 ‘(the case) showing cause.’






accusatorial

 
/əˌkyo͞ozəˈtôrēəl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 (especially of a trial or legal procedure) involving accusation by a prosecutor and a verdict reached by an impartial judge or jury.

Often contrasted with inquisitorial
 .













accusatory

 
/əˈkyo͞ozəˌtôrē/






adjective




indicating or suggesting that one believes a person has done something wrong




•
 
he pointed an accusatory finger in her direction.




















accuse

 
/əˈkyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
charge (someone) with an offense or crime




•
 
he was 
accused of

 murdering his wife's lover.










2.
 
claim that (someone) has done something wrong




•
 
he was 
accused of

 favoritism.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
acuser

 , from Latin 
accusare

 ‘call to account,’ from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
causa

 ‘reason, motive, lawsuit.’





accused

 
/əˈkyo͞ozd/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ] (or 
pl.

 
the accused

 )


1.
 
a person or group of people who are charged with or on trial for a crime




•
 
the accused was ordered to stand trial on a number of charges.



















accuser

 
/əˈkyo͞ozər/






noun




a person who claims that someone has committed an offense or done something wrong




•
 
I dislike any law that puts the burden of proof on the accused rather than the accuser




•
 
hero faints before her three accusers leave.



















accusing

 
/əˈkyo͞oziNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of an expression, gesture, or tone of voice) indicating a belief in someone's guilt or culpability




•
 
she stared at him with accusing eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





accusingly

 
/əˈkyo͞oziNGlē /






adverb





















accustom

 
/əˈkəstəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) accept something as normal or usual




•
 
I 
accustomed

 my eyes 
to

 the lenses




•
 
they tried to accustom him to their lighthearted ways.










2.
 
(
be accustomed to

 )
 — be used to




•
 
my eyes gradually became accustomed to the darkness.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
acostumer

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
costume

 ‘custom.’





accustomed

 
/əˈkəstəmd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
customary or usual




•
 
his accustomed route.



















AC/DC

 
/ˌāsēˈdēsē/






adjective



1.
 
alternating current/direct current.




2.
 


‹informal›

 bisexual.













ace

 
/ās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a playing card with a single spot on it, ranked as the highest card in its suit in most card games




•
 
the 
ace of

 diamonds




•
 


‹figurative›

 life had started dealing him aces again.










2.
 


[Golf]

 
‹informal›

 a hole in one.




3.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who excels at a particular sport or other activity




•
 
a motorcycle ace.










4.
 
a pilot who has shot down many enemy aircraft, especially in World War I or World War II.




5.
 
(in tennis and similar games) a service that an opponent is unable to touch and thus wins a point.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very good




•
 
an ace swimmer.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (in tennis and similar games) serve an ace against (an opponent).




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Golf]

 score an ace on (a hole) or with (a shot).




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 get an A or its equivalent in (a test or exam)




•
 
I aced my grammar test.










4.
 
(
ace someone out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 outdo someone in a competitive situation




•
 
the magazine won an award, acing out its rivals




•
 
it wasn't our intention to 
ace

 Phil 
out of

 a job.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
an ace up one's sleeve (or in the hole)






a plan or piece of information kept secret until it becomes necessary to use it.









2.
 
hold all the aces






have all the advantages.









3.
 
play one's ace






use one's best resource




•
 
deciding to play her ace, Emily showed the letter to Vic.















4.
 
within an ace of






very close to




•
 
they 
came within an ace of

 death.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the “one” on dice): via Old French from Latin 
as

 ‘unity, a unit.’





ACE






abbreviation






(US)

 Army Corps of Engineers.













-acea





I.
 
suffix






[Zoology]

 forming the names of zoological groups




•
 
Crustacea.







Compare with -acean
 .











– origin

 from Latin, ‘of the nature of,’ neuter plural adjectival ending.





-aceae





I.
 
suffix






[Botany]

 forming the names of families of plants




•
 
Liliaceae.

















– origin

 from Latin, ‘of the nature of,’ feminine plural adjectival ending.






-acean





I.
 
suffix






[Zoology]

 forming adjectives and nouns from taxonomic names ending in 
-acea

 (such as 
crustacean

 from 
Crustacea

 ).











– origin

 from Latin 
-aceus

 , adjectival ending meaning ‘of the nature of.’






acedia

 
/əˈsēdēə/





I.
 
noun




spiritual or mental sloth; apathy.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: late Latin, from Greek 
akēdia

 ‘listlessness,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
kēdos

 ‘care.’





acellular

 
/āˈselyələr/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 not consisting of, divided into, or containing cells.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (especially of protozoa) consisting of one cell only.














-aceous





I.
 
suffix



1.
 


[Botany]

 forming adjectives from nouns ending in 
-aceae

 (such as 
ericaceous

 from




•
 
Ericaceae).










2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Geology]

 forming adjectives describing similarity, especially in shape, texture, or color




•
 
arenaceous




•
 
foliaceous




•
 
olivaceous.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-aceus

 , adjectival ending meaning ‘of the nature of.’





acephalous

 
/āˈsefələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
no longer having a head




•
 
an acephalous skeleton.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 not having a head.




3.
 
having no leader or chief




•
 
an acephalous society.










4.
 


[Prosody]

 lacking a syllable or syllables in the first foot.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
akephalos

 ‘headless’ (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head’) + -ous
 .





acerb

 
/əˈsərb/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 
(chiefly US)

 another term for acerbic
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
acerbus

 ‘sour-tasting.’






acerbic

 
/əˈsərbik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a comment or style of speaking) sharp and forthright




•
 
his acerbic wit.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹technical›

 tasting sour or bitter.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
acerbically






adverb













2.
 
acerbity

 
/əˈsərbədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
acerbus

 ‘sour-tasting’ + -ic
 .





acet-






prefix




variant spelling of aceto-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
acetaldehyde

 ).













acetabulum

 
/ˌasəˈtabyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the socket of the hipbone, into which the head of the femur fits.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 any cup-shaped structure, especially a sucker.








II.
 
derivatives





acetabular






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a vinegar cup, hence a cup-shaped cavity): from Latin, from 
acetum

 ‘vinegar’ + 
-abulum

 , denoting a container.





acetal

 
/ˈasəˌtal ˈasəd(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound formed by the condensation of two alcohol molecules with an aldehyde molecule.

[Acetals have the general formula R1
 CH(OR2
 )2
 , where R1
 and R2
 are alkyl groups.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from acetic
 + 
-al

 from 
alcohol

 , 
aldehyde

 .






acetaldehyde

 
/ˌasəˈtaldəhīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless volatile liquid aldehyde obtained by oxidizing ethanol.

[Alternative name: 
ethanal

 ; chem. formula: CH3
 CHO.]














acetamide

 
/əˈsedəˌmīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the crystalline amide of acetic acid.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CONH2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from acetyl
 + amide
 .






acetaminophen

 
/əˌsēdəˈminəfən/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an analgesic drug used to treat headaches, arthritis, etc., and also to reduce fever, often as an alternative to aspirin. Proprietary names include 
Tylenol

 .

[Chem. formula: C8
 H9
 NO2
 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tablet containing the drug acetaminophen.













acetanilide

 
/ˌasəˈtanəlīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline solid prepared by acetylation of aniline, used in dye manufacture.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 NHCOCH3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
acet(yl)

 + 
anil(ine)

 + -ide
 .





acetate

 
/ˈasəˌtāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of acetic acid, containing the anion CH3
 COO−
 or the group —OCCH3
 .




2.
 
cellulose acetate, especially as used to make textile fibers or plastic


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
acetate silk.










3.
 
a transparency made of cellulose acetate film.




4.
 
a recording disk coated with cellulose acetate.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from acetic
 + -ate
 1
 .






acetic

 
/əˈsēdik/





I.
 
adjective




of or like vinegar or acetic acid.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
acétique

 , from Latin 
acetum

 ‘vinegar.’






acetic acid

 
/əˌsēdik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the acid that gives vinegar its characteristic taste. The pure acid is a colorless viscous liquid or glassy solid.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 COOH.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
acetic

 from French 
acétique

 , from Latin 
acetum

 ‘vinegar.’





acetic anhydride






noun






[Chemistry]

 the anhydride of acetic acid. It is a colorless pungent liquid, used in making synthetic fibers.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 CO)2
 O.]














aceto-

 
acet-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing acetic
 or acetyl
 .













acetobacter

 
/əˌsētəˈbaktər, ˌasitə-/





I.
 
noun




bacteria that oxidize organic compounds to acetic acid, as in vinegar formation.

[Genus 
Acetobacter

 ; Gram-negative oval or rod-shaped bacteria.]











– origin

 modern Latin (genus name), from aceto-
 + bacterium
 .





acetogenic

 
/əˌsētəˈjenik, ˌasitə-/






adjective




(of bacteria) forming acetate or acetic acid as a product of metabolism.














acetone

 
/ˈasəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless volatile liquid ketone made by oxidizing isopropanol, used as an organic solvent and synthetic reagent.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 COCH3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from acetic
 + -one
 .





acetonemia

 
/əˌsētəˈnēmēə, ˌasitə-/






noun




another term for ketonemia
 .














acetonitrile

 
/ˌasidōˈnītril, ˌasidōˈnītrēl, əˌsēdōˈnītril, əˌsēdōˈnītrēl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic odoriferous liquid, used as a solvent in high-performance liquid chromatography.

[Alternative name: 
methyl cyanide

 ; chem. formula: CH3
 CN.]













acetous

 
/əˈsēdəs ˈasədəs/





I.
 
adjective




producing or resembling vinegar




•
 
acetous fermentation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (rare before the late 18th cent.): from late Latin 
acetosus

 ‘sour,’ from Latin 
acetum

 ‘vinegar.’






acetyl

 
/əˈsēdl ˈasədl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the acyl radical —C(O)CH3
 , derived from acetic acid




•
 
acetyl chloride




•
 
an acetyl group.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from acetic
 + -yl
 .





acetylate

 
/əˈsedlˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce an acetyl group into (a molecule or compound)


(as 
adj.

 
acetylated

 )


•
 
the acetylated forms of chloramphenicol.














II.
 
derivatives





acetylation

 
/əˌsetlˈāSHən /






noun





















acetylcholine

 
/əˌsētlˈkōˌlēn, ˌasitl-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that occurs throughout the nervous system, in which it functions as a neurotransmitter.













acetylcholinesterase

 
/əˌsētlˌkōləˈnestəˌrās, əˌsētlˌkōləˈnestəˌrāz, ˌasitlˌkōləˈnestəˌrās, ˌasitlˌkōləˈnestəˌrāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that causes rapid hydrolysis of acetylcholine. Its action serves to stop excitation of a nerve after transmission of an impulse.













acetyl-coenzyme A






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the acetyl ester of coenzyme A, involved as an acetylating agent in many biochemical processes.














acetylene

 
/əˈsed(ə)lˌēn əˈsed(ə)lən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless pungent-smelling hydrocarbon gas, which burns with a bright flame, used in welding and formerly in lighting.

[Alternative name: 
ethyne

 ; chem. formula: C2
 H2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from acetic
 + -yl
 + -ene
 .





acetylide

 
/əˈsedlˌīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a saltlike compound formed from acetylene and a metal, containing the anion (C≡C)–
 or HC≡C–
 . Acetylides are typically unstable or explosive.













acetylsalicylic acid

 
/əˌsētlˌsaliˌsilik ˈasid/






noun




systematic chemical name for aspirin
 .













ACH






abbreviation




short for Automated Clearinghouse
 .













Achaea

 
/əˈkēə əˈkāə/






a region of ancient Greece on the north coast of the Peloponnesus.









Achaean

 
/əˈkēən əˈkāən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Achaea in ancient Greece.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (especially in Homeric contexts) Greek.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of Achaea.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (especially in Homeric contexts) a Greek.





The Achaeans were among the earliest Greek-speaking inhabitants of Greece, being established there well before the 12th century 
BC

 . Some scholars identify them with the Mycenaeans of the 14th–13th centuries 
BC

 . The Greek protagonists in the Trojan War are regularly called Achaeans in the 
Iliad

 , though this may have referred only to the leaders.









Achaemenid

 
/əˈkēmənəd /

 
Achaemenian





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the dynasty ruling in Persia from Cyrus I to Darius III (553–330 
BC

 ).








II.
 
noun




a member of the Achaemenid dynasty.











– origin

 from Greek 
Akhaimenēs

 ‘Achaemenes’ (the reputed ancestor of the dynasty) + -id
 1
 .





achalasia

 
/ˌakəˈlāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the muscles of the lower part of the esophagus fail to relax, preventing food from passing into the stomach.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without, not’ + Greek 
khalasis

 ‘loosening’ (from 
khalan

 ‘relax’) + -ia
 1
 .





acharya

 
/əˈCHärēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in India) a Hindu or Buddhist spiritual teacher or leader.




2.
 
an influential mentor.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Sanskrit 
ācārya

 ‘master, teacher.’






Achates

 
/əˈkādēz /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›







a companion of Aeneas. His loyalty to his friend was so exemplary as to become proverbial, hence the term 
fidus Achates

 (‘faithful Achates’).









ache

 
/āk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous or prolonged dull pain in a part of one's body




•
 
the ache in her head worsened.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an emotion experienced with painful or bittersweet intensity




•
 
an ache in her heart.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) suffer from a continuous dull pain




•
 
I'm aching all over.










2.
 
(of a part of one's body) be the source of a continuous dull pain




•
 
my legs ached from the previous day's exercise.










3.
 
feel intense sadness or compassion




•
 
she sat still and silent, her heart aching




•
 
she looked so tired that my heart 
ached for

 her.










4.
 
feel an intense desire for




•
 
she 
ached for

 his touch




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he was aching to get his hands on the ball.














III.
 
phrases





aches and pains






minor pains and discomforts, typically in the muscles.















– origin

 Old English 
æce

 (noun), 
acan

 (verb). In and the noun was spelled 
atche

 and pronounced so as to rhyme with ‘batch,’ the verb was spelled and pronounced as it is today. The noun began to be pronounced like the verb around 1700. The modern spelling is largely due to Dr. Johnson, who mistakenly assumed its derivation to be from Greek 
akhos

 ‘pain.’





Achebe, Chinua

 
/äˈCHābā/






(1930–2013), Nigerian novelist, poet, short-story writer, and essayist; born 
Albert Chinualumgu

 . Notable works: 
Things Fall Apart

 (1958), 
A Man of the People

 (1966), and 
Anthills of the Savannah

 (1988). Nobel Prize for Literature (1989).









achene

 
/āˈkēn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a small, dry, one-seeded fruit that does not open to release the seed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
achaenium

 , derived irregularly from 
a-

 ‘not’ + Greek 
khainein

 ‘to gape.’





Achernar

 
/ˈakərˌnär /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the ninth brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Eridanus. It marks the southern limit of Eridanus, and is only visible to observers in the southern hemisphere.







– origin

 from Arabic, ‘end of the river (i.e., Eridanus).’





Acheron

 
/ˈakərän /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
one of the rivers of Hades.




II.
 


‹literary›

 hell.







– origin

 early 16th cent.: Latin from Greek 
Akherōn

 .





Acheson, Dean Gooderham

 
/ˈaCHəsən/






(1893–1971), US statesman; secretary of state 1949–53. He urged international control of nuclear power, was instrumental in the formation of NATO, and implemented the Marshall Plan and the Truman Doctrine.









Acheulean

 
/əˈSHo͞olēən /

 
Acheulian





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the main Lower Paleolithic culture in Europe, represented by hand-ax industries, and dated to about 1,500,000–150,000 years ago.

See also Abbevillian
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Acheulean

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Acheulean culture or period.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
Acheuléen

 , from 
St-Acheul

 near Amiens in northern France, where objects from this culture were found.





achievable

 
/əˈCHēvəb(ə)l/






adjective




able to be brought about or reached successfully




•
 
it was an ambitious goal, but it seemed achievable




•
 
he broke the climb into small, achievable stages.



















achieve

 
/əˈCHēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach or attain (a desired objective, level, or result) by effort, skill, or courage




•
 
he achieved his ambition to become a journalist




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
people striving to achieve.










2.
 
accomplish or bring about




•
 
the entire sequence is achieved in a single shot.














II.
 
derivatives





achiever

 
/əˈCHēvər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘complete successfully’): from Old French 
achever

 ‘come or bring to a head,’ from 
a chief

 ‘to a head.’





achievement

 
/əˈCHēvmənt/






noun



1.
 
a thing done successfully, typically by effort, courage, or skill




•
 
to reach this stage is a great achievement.










2.
 
the process or fact of achieving something




•
 
the achievement of professional recognition




•
 
assessing ability in terms of academic achievement




•
 
a sense of achievement.










3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a representation of a coat of arms with all the adjuncts to which a bearer of arms is entitled.













achillea

 
/əˈkilēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family, which typically has heads of small white or yellow flowers and fernlike leaves.

[Genus 
Achillea

 , family 
Compositae

 : numerous species, including the common yarrow.]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Akhilleios

 , denoting a plant supposed to have been used medicinally by Achilles.






Achilles

 
/əˈkilēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a hero of the Trojan War, son of Peleus and Thetis. During his infancy his mother plunged him in the Styx, thus making his body invulnerable except for the heel by which she held him. During the Trojan War, Achilles killed Hector but was later wounded in the heel by an arrow shot by Paris and died.









Achilles heel





I.
 
noun




a weakness or vulnerable point.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alluding to the vulnerability of Achilles
 .





Achilles tendon

 
/əˈˌkilēz ˈtendən/






noun




the tendon connecting calf muscles to the heel.













achimenes

 
/əˈkiməˌnēz/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American plant with tubular or trumpet-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Achimenes

 , family 
Gesneriaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, either from Greek 
akhaimenis

 , denoting a different plant (euphorbia), or from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
kheimanein

 ‘expose to the cold.’





aching

 
/ˈākiNG/






adjective



1.
 
sore; throbbing with pain




•
 
the cool air was a relief to my aching head.










2.
 
feeling intense or wistful sadness; sorrowful




•
 
an aching feeling of nostalgia.



















achingly

 
/ˈākiNGlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in a way that arouses or expresses intense sorrow or longing




•
 
the letters are achingly tender




•
 
an achingly beautiful piece of music.



















achiote

 
/ˌäCHēˈōtē, ˌäkē-/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 annatto.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish, from Nahuatl 
achiotl

 .





achlorhydria

 
/ˌāklôrˈhīdrēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 absence of hydrochloric acid in the gastric secretions.













Acholi

 
/əˈkōlē, əˈCHō-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a member of a farming and pastoral people of northern Uganda and South Sudan.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Acholi.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Acholi or their language.











– origin

 the name in Acholi.





achondroplasia

 
/āˌkändrəˈplāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a hereditary condition in which the growth of long bones by ossification of cartilage is retarded, resulting in very short limbs and sometimes a face that is small in relation to the (normal-sized) skull.








II.
 
derivatives





achondroplastic

 
/-ˈplastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
khondros

 ‘cartilage’ + 
plasis

 ‘molding’ + -ia
 1
 .





achromat

 
/ˈakrəˌmat/






noun




another term for achromatic lens
 .













achromatic

 
/ˌakrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to, employing, or denoting lenses that transmit light without separating it into constituent colors.




2.
 


‹literary›

 without color




•
 
achromatic gloom.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Greek 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
khrōmatikos

 (from 
khrōma

 ‘color’).






achromatic lens






noun




a lens that transmits light without separating it into constituent colors.













achy

 
/ˈākē/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
suffering from continuous dull pain




•
 
she felt tired and achy.



















acicular

 
/əˈsikyələr/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (chiefly of crystals) needle-shaped.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin 
acicula

 ‘small needle,’ diminutive of 
acus

 .






acid

 
/ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chemical substance that neutralizes alkalis, dissolves some metals, and turns litmus red; typically, a corrosive or sour-tasting liquid of this kind




•
 
rainwater is a very weak acid




•
 
traces of acid.







Often contrasted with alkali
 or base
 1
 .




2.
 
bitter or cutting remarks or tone of voice




•
 
she was unable to quell the acid in her voice.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 a molecule or other entity that can donate a proton or accept an electron pair in reactions.




4.
 


‹informal›

 the drug LSD.





Acids are compounds that release hydrogen ions (H+
 ) when dissolved in water. Any solution with a pH of less than 7 is acidic, strong acids such as sulfuric or hydrochloric acid having a pH as low as 1 or 2. Most organic acids (
carboxylic

 or 
fatty acids

 ) contain the carboxyl group COOH.




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing acid or having the properties of an acid; in particular, having a pH of less than 7




•
 
poor, acid soils.







Often contrasted with alkaline
 or basic
 .




2.
 


[Geology]

 (of rock, especially lava) containing a relatively high proportion of silica.




3.
 


[Metallurgy]

 relating to or denoting steelmaking processes involving silica-rich refractories and slags.




4.
 
sharp-tasting or sour




•
 
acid fruit.










5.
 
(of a person's remarks or tone) bitter or cutting.




6.
 
(of a color) intense or bright




•
 
an acid green.














III.
 
derivatives





acidy






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘sour-tasting’): from Latin 
acidus

 , from 
acere

 ‘be sour.’





acidhead

 
/ˈasədˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a habitual user of the drug LSD.














acid house






noun




a kind of popular synthesized dance music with a fast repetitive beat, popular in the 1980s and associated with the taking of drugs such as Ecstasy.














acidic

 
/əˈsidik/






adjective



1.
 
having the properties of an acid, or containing acid; having a pH below 7.

Often contrasted with alkaline
 or basic
 .




2.
 


[Geology]

 (of rock, especially lava) relatively rich in silica.




3.
 


[Metallurgy]

 relating to or denoting steelmaking processes involving silica-rich refractories and slags.




4.
 
sharp-tasting or sour




•
 
acidic wine.










5.
 
(of a person's remarks or tone) bitter or cutting




•
 
the occasional acidic comment.










6.
 
(of a color) intense or bright




•
 
an acidic yellow.










7.
 
of or relating to acid rock or acid house music.













acidify

 
/əˈsidəˌfī/





I.
 
verb




make or become acid


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
pollutants can acidify surface water




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the paper was acidifying.














II.
 
derivatives





acidification

 
/əˌsidəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















acidimetry

 
/ˌasəˈdimətrē/






noun




measurement of the strengths of acids.













acidity

 
/əˈsidədē/






noun



1.
 
the level of acid in substances such as water, soil, or wine.




2.
 
the level of acid in the gastric juices, typically when excessive and causing discomfort.




3.
 
the bitterness or sharpness of a person's remarks or tone




•
 
the cutting acidity in his voice.



















acid jazz





I.
 
noun




a kind of popular dance music incorporating elements of jazz, funk, soul, and hip-hop.











– origin

 apparently coined from acid house
 and popularized by the 
Acid Jazz

 record label founded in 1988.





acidly

 
/ˈasədlē/






adverb




with bitterness or sarcasm




•
 
“Is it up to you to make that decision?” she asked acidly.



















acidophil

 
/əˈsidəˌfil, ˈasidə-/






noun






[Biology]

 an acidophilic white blood cell.













acidophilic

 
/əˌsidəˈfilik, ˌasidə-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a cell or its contents) readily stained with acid dyes.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a microorganism or plant) growing best in acidic conditions.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from acid
 + 
-philic

 (see -philia
 ).





acidophilus

 
/ˌasəˈdäfələs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that is used to make yogurt and to supplement the intestinal flora.

[
Lactobacillus acidophilus

 , a Gram-positive rod-shaped bacterium.]











– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, literally ‘acid-loving.’





acidosis

 
/ˌasəˈdōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an excessively acid condition of the body fluids or tissues.








II.
 
derivatives





acidotic

 
/-ˈdätik /






adjective





















acid radical

 
/ˈasəd ˈradəkəl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a radical formed by the removal of hydrogen ions from an acid.













acid rain

 
/ˈasəd ˌrān/






noun




rainfall made sufficiently acidic by atmospheric pollution that it causes environmental harm, typically to forests and lakes. The main cause is the industrial burning of coal and other fossil fuels, the waste gases from which contain sulfur and nitrogen oxides, which combine with atmospheric water to form acids.













acid reflux






noun




a condition in which acidic gastric fluid is regurgitated into the esophagus, causing heartburn.













acid rock






noun




a type of rock music, mainly of the late 1960s, associated with or inspired by the use of hallucinogenic drugs.













acid salt






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt formed by incomplete replacement of the hydrogen of an acid, e.g., potassium hydrogen sulfate (KHSO4
 ).













acid test

 
/ˈasəd test/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a conclusive test of the success or value of something




•
 
the pact with the rebels is an acid test of the government's sincerity.

















– origin

 figuratively, from the original use denoting a test for gold using nitric acid.





acidulate

 
/əˈsijəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
acidulated

 )


1.
 
make slightly acidic




•
 
acidulated water.














II.
 
derivatives





acidulation

 
/əˌsijəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
acidulus

 (from 
acidus

 ‘sour’) + -ate
 3
 .





acidulous

 
/əˈsijələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharp-tasting or sour.




2.
 
(of a person's remarks or tone) bitter or cutting.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
acidulus

 (from 
acidus

 ‘sour’) + -ous
 .





acinus

 
/ˈasənəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small saclike cavity in a gland, surrounded by secretory cells.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a region of the lung supplied with air from one of the terminal bronchioles.








II.
 
derivatives





acinar






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘a kernel.’






-acious





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) inclined to; having as a capacity




•
 
audacious




•
 
capacious.

















– origin

 from the Latin ending 
-ax

 , 
-acis

 (especially forming adjectives from verbal stems) + -ous
 .





-acity





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns of quality or state corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-acious

 (such as 
audacity

 corresponding to 
audacious

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-acité

 or Latin 
-acitas

 , noun endings.





ack-ack

 
/akˈak /

 

‹Military informal›






I.
 
noun




antiaircraft gunfire


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a quick burst of ack-ack fire.

















– origin

 World War II: signalers' name for the letters 
AA

 .





acknowledge

 
/əkˈnäləj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — accept or admit the existence or truth of


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the plight of the refugees was acknowledged by the authorities




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the government 
acknowledged that

 the tax was unfair




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“That's true,” she acknowledged.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a body of opinion) recognize the fact or importance or quality of




•
 
the art world has begun to acknowledge his genius




•
 
he's generally acknowledged to be the game's finest coach.










3.
 
express or display gratitude for or appreciation of




•
 
he received a letter acknowledging his services.










4.
 
accept the validity or legitimacy of




•
 
Henry acknowledged Richard as his heir.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — show that one has noticed or recognized (someone) by making a gesture or greeting




•
 
she refused to acknowledge my presence.










6.
 
confirm (receipt of something).











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from the obsolete Middle English verb 
knowledge

 , influenced by obsolete 
acknow

 ‘acknowledge, confess.’





acknowledged

 
/əkˈnäləjd/






adjective



1.
 
recognized as being good or important




•
 
he's an acknowledged expert in the field.




•
 
an acknowledged comedy genius.










2.
 
accepted as valid or legitimate




•
 
an acknowledged brand leader.



















acknowledgment

 
/əkˈnäləjmənt /

 
acknowledgement






noun



1.
 
acceptance of the truth or existence of something




•
 
there was no acknowledgment of the family's trauma.










2.
 
the action of expressing or displaying gratitude or appreciation for something




•
 
he received an award 
in acknowledgment of

 his work.










3.
 
the action of showing that one has noticed someone or something




•
 
he touched his hat 
in acknowledgment of

 the salute.










4.
 
a letter confirming receipt of something




•
 
I received an acknowledgment of my application.










5.
 
(usu. 
acknowledgments

 )
 — an author's or publisher's statement of indebtedness to others, typically one printed at the beginning of a book.













ACL






abbreviation




anterior cruciate ligament.













aclinic line

 
/āˌklinik ˈlīn/





I.
 
noun




another term for magnetic equator
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
aclinic

 from Greek 
aklinēs

 , from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
klinein

 ‘to bend.’





ACLU






abbreviation




American Civil Liberties Union.














acme

 
/ˈakmē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the point at which someone or something is best, perfect, or most successful




•
 
physics is the acme of scientific knowledge.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
akmē

 ‘highest point.’ Until the 18th cent. it was often consciously used as a Greek word and often written in Greek letters.





Acmeist

 
/ˈakmēist/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an early 20th century movement in Russian poetry that rejected the values of symbolism in favor of formal technique and clarity of exposition. Notable members were Anna Akhmatova and Osip Mandelstam.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Acmeist movement.








III.
 
derivatives





Acmeism

 
/ˈakmēizəm /






noun






















acne

 
/ˈaknē/





I.
 
noun




the occurrence of inflamed or infected sebaceous glands in the skin; in particular, a condition characterized by red pimples on the face, prevalent chiefly among teenagers.








II.
 
derivatives





acned






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via modern Latin from Greek 
aknas

 , a misreading of 
akmas

 , accusative plural of 
akmē

 ‘highest point, peak, or facial eruption’; compare with acme
 .





acolyte

 
/ˈakəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person assisting the celebrant in a religious service or procession.




2.
 
an assistant or follower.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
acolyt

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
acolytus

 , from Greek 
akolouthos

 ‘follower.’





Aconcagua

 
/ˌakənˈkäɡwə, ˌäk-/






a mountain in the Andes, in western Argentina near the Chilean border, rising to 22,834 feet (6,960 m). It is the highest mountain in the western hemisphere.









aconite

 
/ˈakəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poisonous plant of the buttercup family, which bears hooded pink or purple flowers. It is native to temperate regions of the northern hemisphere.

[Genus 
Aconitum

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : many species, including monkshood and wolfsbane.]




2.
 
an extract of aconite, used as a poison or in medicinal preparations.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French and Latin from Greek 
akoniton

 .





aconitine

 
/əˈkäniˌtēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous alkaloid obtained from monkshood and related plants.














acorn

 
/ˈāˌkôrn/





I.
 
noun




the fruit of the oak, a smooth oval nut in a rough cuplike base.











– origin

 Old English 
æcern

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aker

 , also to acre
 , later associated with oak
 and corn
 1
 .






acorn barnacle






noun




a stalkless barnacle that attaches itself to a variety of surfaces including rocks, ships, and marine animals. Large numbers of individuals may form a heavy encrustation that can affect the progress of a ship.

[Genus 
Balanus

 , family 
Balanidae

 .]













acorn squash






noun




a winter squash, typically of a dark green variety, with a longitudinally ridged rind.













acorn worm






noun




a burrowing wormlike marine animal of shallow waters. Its body consists of a proboscis, a collar, and a long trunk with gill slits, and contains a notochordlike structure.

[Class 
Enteropneusta

 , phylum 
Hemichordata

 .]













acotyledon

 
/ˌākädlˈēdn/





I.
 
noun




a plant with no distinct seed leaves, especially a fern or moss.








II.
 
derivatives





acotyledonous

 
/ˌāˌkädəˈlēd(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin plural 
acotyledones

 (see a-
 1
 , cotyledon
 ).





acoustic

 
/əˈko͞ostik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to sound or the sense of hearing




•
 
dogs have a much greater acoustic range than humans.










2.
 
(of building materials) used for soundproofing or modifying sound




•
 
acoustic tiles.










3.
 
(of an explosive mine or other weapon) able to be set off by sound waves.




4.
 
(of popular music or musical instruments) not having electrical amplification




•
 
a sad, gentle acoustic ballad




•
 
old-fashioned acoustic instruments.










5.
 
(of a person or group) playing musical instruments without electrical amplification.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
acoustics

 )
 — the properties or qualities of a room or building that determine how sound is transmitted in it




•
 
Symphony Hall has perfect acoustics.










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
acoustics

 )
 — the branch of physics concerned with the properties of sound.




3.
 
a musical instrument without electrical amplification, typically a guitar.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
acoustical






adjective













2.
 
acoustically

 
/əˈko͞ostik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
akoustikos

 , from 
akouein

 ‘hear.’





acoustic guitar






noun




a guitar that does not require electrical amplification, having a hollow body that amplifies the vibrations of the strings




•
 
he toured alone, playing an acoustic guitar.



















acoustician

 
/ˌako͞oˈstiSHən/






noun




an expert in the branch of physics concerned with the properties of sound.














acoustic impedance






noun






[Physics]

 the ratio of the pressure over an imaginary surface in a sound wave to the rate of particle flow across the surface.













acoustic shock






noun




damaged hearing suffered by the user of a listening device as a result of sudden excessive noise.














acquaint

 
/əˈkwānt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
acquaint someone with

 )


1.
 
make someone aware of or familiar with




•
 
new staff should be acquainted with fire exit routes




•
 
you need to 
acquaint yourself with

 the house style.










2.
 
(
be acquainted

 )
 — be an acquaintance




•
 
I am not 
acquainted with

 any young lady of that name




•
 
I'll leave you two to 
get acquainted

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
acointier

 ‘make known,’ from late Latin 
accognitare

 , from Latin 
accognoscere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
cognoscere

 ‘come to know.’





acquaintance

 
/əˈkwāntəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's knowledge or experience of something




•
 
the students had little 
acquaintance with

 the language.










2.
 
one's slight knowledge of or friendship with someone




•
 
I renewed my 
acquaintance with

 Herbert




•
 
most men 
of her acquaintance

 were in uniform now.










3.
 
a person one knows slightly, but who is not a close friend




•
 
a wide circle of friends and acquaintances.










4.
 
acquaintances considered collectively




•
 
his extensive acquaintance included Oscar Wilde and Yeats.














II.
 
phrases





make the acquaintance of (or make someone's acquaintance)






meet someone for the first time and become only slightly familiar




•
 
they are anxious to make your acquaintance.


















III.
 
derivatives





acquaintanceship

 
/əˈkwānt(ə)n(s)ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘mutual knowledge, being acquainted’): from Old French 
acointance

 , from 
acointier

 ‘make known’ (see acquaint
 ).





acquaintance rape

 
/əˈkwān(t)əns rāp/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 rape by a person who is known to the victim.














acquiesce

 
/ˌakwēˈes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accept something reluctantly but without protest




•
 
Sara 
acquiesced in

 his decision.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
acquiescere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to, at’ + 
quiescere

 ‘to rest.’





acquiescence

 
/ˌakwēˈesəns/






noun




the reluctant acceptance of something without protest




•
 
in silent acquiescence, she rose to her feet.



















acquiescent

 
/ˌakwēˈes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




ready to accept something without protest, or to do what someone else wants




•
 
the unions were acquiescent and there was no overt conflict.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
acquiescent-

 ‘remaining at rest,’ from the verb 
acquiescere

 (see acquiesce
 ).





acquihire

 
/ˌakwiˈhīr /

 
acqhire /akˈhīr/






I.
 
noun




an act or instance of buying out a company primarily for the skills and expertise of its staff, rather than for the products or services it supplies




•
 
this would appear to be a straight acquihire to pick up an engineering and product design team.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy out (a company) primarily for the skills and expertise of its staff, rather than for its products or services




•
 
the start-ups are being acquihired in a bid to harvest their talent.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of acquisition
 and hire
 .






acquire

 
/əˈkwī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy or obtain (an object or asset) for oneself.




2.
 
learn or develop (a skill, habit, or quality)




•
 
you must acquire the rudiments of Greek




•
 
I've never acquired a taste for whiskey.










3.
 
achieve (a particular reputation) as a result of one's behavior or activities.








II.
 
phrases





acquired taste






a thing that one has come to like only through experience




•
 
pumpkin pie is an acquired taste.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
acquirable

 
/əˈkwī(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
acquirer

 
/əˈkwī(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
acquere

 , from Old French 
aquerre

 , based on Latin 
acquirere

 ‘get in addition,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’ The English spelling was modified (
c.

 1600) by association with the Latin word.





acquired characteristic

 
acquired character






noun






[Biology]

 a modification or change in an organ or tissue during the lifetime of an organism due to use, disuse, or environmental effects, and not inherited.













acquirement

 
/əˈkwī(ə)rmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of acquiring




•
 
the acquirement of self control.










2.
 
something acquired, typically a skill.














acquisition

 
/ˌakwəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an asset or object bought or obtained, typically by a library or museum.




2.
 
an act of purchase of one company by another




•
 
there were many acquisitions among travel agents




•
 
expanding by growth or acquisition.










3.
 
buying or obtaining an asset or object




•
 
Western culture places a high value on material acquisition.










4.
 
the learning or developing of a skill, habit, or quality




•
 
the acquisition of management skills.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘act of acquiring something’): from Latin 
acquisitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
acquirere

 (see acquire
 ).





acquisitive

 
/əˈkwizədiv/





I.
 
adjective




excessively interested in acquiring money or material things.








II.
 
derivatives





acquisitively






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
acquisitif

 , 
-tive

 , from late Latin 
acquisitivus

 . from Latin 
acquisit-

 ‘acquired,’ from the verb 
acquirere

 (see acquire
 ).





acquisitiveness

 
/əˈkwizidivnəs/






noun




excessive interest in acquiring money or material things




•
 
a culture of acquisitiveness permeated his administration.




















acquit

 
/əˈkwit/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be acquitted

 )
 — free (someone) from a criminal charge by a verdict of not guilty




•
 
she was acquitted on all counts




•
 
the jury 
acquitted

 him 
of

 murder.










2.
 
(
acquit oneself

 )
 — conduct oneself or perform in a specified way




•
 
all the young women in the contest acquitted themselves well.










3.
 
(
acquit oneself of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 discharge (a duty or responsibility)




•
 
they acquitted themselves of their charge with vigilance.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘pay a debt, discharge a liability’): from Old French 
acquiter

 , from medieval Latin 
acquitare

 ‘pay a debt,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
quitare

 ‘set free.’





acquittal

 
/əˈkwid(ə)l/






noun




a judgment that a person is not guilty of the crime with which the person has been charged




•
 
the trial resulted in an acquittal




•
 
the women felt their chances of acquittal were poor.



















acquittance

 
/əˈkwitns/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹dated›

 a written receipt attesting the settlement of a fine or debt.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
aquiter

 ‘discharge (a debt)’ (see acquit
 ).






acre

 
/ˈākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of land area equal to 4,840 square yards (0.405 hectare)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a 15-acre estate.










2.
 
(
acres of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large extent or amount of something




•
 
acres of space.














II.
 
derivatives





acred

 
/ˈākərd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 :]


•
 
a many-acred park

























– origin

 Old English 
æcer

 (denoting the amount of land a yoke of oxen could plow in a day), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
akker

 and German 
Acker

 ‘field,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
ajra

 ‘field,’ Latin 
ager

 , and Greek 
agros

 .





Acre





I.
 

/ˈäkər, ˈākər /

 — an industrial seaport of Israel; pop. 46,300 (est. 2008).

Also called Akko
 .




II.
 

/ˈäkrə, ˈäkrā /

 — a state in western Brazil, on the border with Peru; capital, Rio Branco.









acreage

 
/ˈāk(ə)rij/






noun




an area of land, typically when used for agricultural purposes, but not necessarily measured in acres




•
 
a 35% increase in net acreage.



















acre-foot






noun




a unit of volume equal to the volume of a sheet of water one acre (0.405 hectare) in area and one foot (30.48 cm) in depth; 43,560 cubic feet (1233.5 cu m).














acrid

 
/ˈakrəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an irritatingly strong and unpleasant taste or smell




•
 
acrid fumes.










2.
 
angry and bitter




•
 
an acrid farewell.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
acridity

 
/əˈkridədē /






noun













2.
 
acridly






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
acer

 , 
acri-

 ‘sharp, pungent’ + -id
 1
 , probably influenced by 
acid

 .






acridine

 
/ˈakrəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless solid compound obtained from coal tar, used in the manufacture of dyes and drugs.

[Chem. formula: C13
 H9
 N.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from acrid
 + -ine
 4
 .





acriflavine

 
/ˌakrəˈflāvēn/





I.
 
noun




a bright orange-red dye derived from acridine, used as an antiseptic.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from acridine
 and flavine
 .





Acrilan

 
/ˈakrəˌlan/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic acrylic textile fiber.











– origin

 1950s: from acrylic
 + Latin 
lana

 ‘wool.’





acrimonious

 
/ˌakrəˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of speech or a debate) angry and bitter




•
 
an acrimonious dispute about wages.














II.
 
derivatives





acrimoniously

 
/ˌakrəˈmōnēəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bitter, pungent’): from acrimony
 + -ous
 .






acrimony

 
/ˈakrəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun




bitterness or ill feeling




•
 
a quagmire of lawsuits, acrimony, and finger-pointing.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bitter taste or smell’): from French 
acrimonie

 or Latin 
acrimonia

 , from 
acer

 , 
acri-

 ‘pungent, acrid.’





acrobat

 
/ˈakrəˌbat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an entertainer who performs gymnastic feats.




2.
 
a person noted for constant change of mind, allegiance, etc.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
acrobate

 , from Greek 
akrobatēs

 , from 
akrobatos

 ‘walking on tiptoe,’ from 
akron

 ‘tip’ + 
bainein

 ‘to walk.’





acrobatic

 
/ˌakrəˈbadik/





I.
 
adjective




performing, involving, or adept at spectacular gymnastic feats




•
 
an acrobatic dive.














II.
 
derivatives





acrobatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















acrobatics

 
/ˌakrəˈbadiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
gymnastic feats




•
 


‹figurative›

 goes through all sorts of financial acrobatics to make the monthly payments.



















acrocyanosis

 
/ˌakrōˌsīəˈnōsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 bluish or purple coloring of the hands and feet caused by slow circulation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
akron

 ‘tip’ + cyanosis
 .






acrolect

 
/ˈakrəˌlekt/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the most prestigious dialect or variety of a particular language (used especially in the study of Creoles).

Compare with basilect
 , mesolect
 .








II.
 
derivatives





acrolectal

 
/akrəˈlektl /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
akron

 ‘summit’ + 
-lect

 as in 
dialect

 .





acromegaly

 
/ˌakrōˈmeɡəlē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal growth of the hands, feet, and face, caused by overproduction of growth hormone by the pituitary gland.








II.
 
derivatives





acromegalic

 
/-məˈɡalik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
akron

 ‘tip, extremity’ + 
megas

 , 
megal-

 ‘great.’






acronym

 
/ˈakrəˌnim/





I.
 
noun




an abbreviation formed from the initial letters of other words and pronounced as a word (e.g., 
ASCII

 , 
NASA

 ).











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
akron

 ‘end, tip’ + 
onuma

 ‘name,’ on the pattern of 
homonym

 .






acropetal

 
/əˈkräpid(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of growth or development) upward from the base or point of attachment.

The opposite of basipetal
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of the movement of dissolved substances) outward toward the shoot and root apexes.








II.
 
derivatives





acropetally






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
akron

 ‘tip’ + Latin 
petere

 ‘seek.’





acrophobia

 
/ˌakrəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of heights.








II.
 
derivatives





acrophobic

 
/-ˈfōbik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
akron

 ‘summit’ + -phobia
 .





acropolis

 
/əˈkräpələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a citadel or fortified part of an ancient Greek city, typically built on a hill.




2.
 
(
the Acropolis

 )
 — the ancient citadel at Athens, containing the Parthenon and other notable buildings, mostly dating from the 5th century 
BC

 .











– origin

 Greek, from 
akron

 ‘summit’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’





across

 
/əˈkrôs əˈkräs/





I.
 
preposition, adverb



1.
 
from one side to the other of (something).




2.
 
expressing movement over a place or region




•
 
I ran across the street




•
 
traveling across Europe




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he had swum across.










3.
 
expressing position or orientation




•
 
they lived across the street from one another




•
 
the bridge across the river




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he looked across at me




•
 
halfway across, Jenny jumped.










4.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — used with an expression of measurement




•
 
can grow to 4 feet across.










5.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — with reference to a crossword puzzle answer that reads horizontally




•
 
19 across.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
across from






opposite




•
 
she sat across from me.















2.
 
across the board





a.
 
applying to all




•
 
the cutbacks might be across the board.










b.
 


(US)

 (in horse racing) denoting a bet in which equal amounts are staked on the same horse to win, place, or show in a race.















– origin

 Middle English (as an adverb meaning ‘in the form of a cross’): from Old French 
a croix

 , 
en croix

 ‘in or on a cross,’ later regarded as being from a-
 2
 + cross
 .





acrostic

 
/əˈkrôstik/





I.
 
noun




a poem, word puzzle, or other composition in which certain letters in each line form a word or words.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
acrostiche

 , from Greek 
akrostikhis

 , from 
akron

 ‘end’ + 
stikhos

 ‘row, line of verse.’ The spelling change was due to association with -ic
 .





Acrux

 
/ˈāˌkrəks/





I.
 
the star Alpha Crucis, the brightest star in the Southern Cross (Crux). It is the twelfth brightest star in the sky.







– origin

 from 
A

 for 'alpha' + crux
 .





acrylamide

 
/əˈkriləˌmīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline solid that readily forms water-soluble polymers.

[The amide of acrylic acid; chem. formula: CH2
 =CHCONH2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from acrylic
 + amide
 .






acrylic

 
/əˈkrilik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of synthetic resins and textile fibers) made from polymers of acrylic acid or acrylates




•
 
a red acrylic sweater.










2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting paints based on acrylic resin as a medium




•
 
acrylic colors




•
 
an acrylic painting.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an acrylic textile fiber




•
 
a sweater in four-ply acrylic.










2.
 
(often 
acrylics

 )
 — an acrylic paint




•
 
washes of white acrylic.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the liquid aldehyde 
acrolein

 (from Latin 
acer

 , 
acri-

 ‘pungent’ + 
ol(eum

 ) ‘oil’ + -in
 1
 ) + -yl
 + -ic
 .





acrylic acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a pungent liquid organic acid that can be polymerized to make synthetic resins.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 CH=COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





acrylate

 
/ˈakrəˌlāt /






noun





















acrylonitrile

 
/ˌakrəlōˈnītrīl, ˌakrəlōˈnītril/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a pungent, toxic liquid, used in making artificial fibers and other polymers.

[The nitrile of acrylic acid: chem. formula: CH2
 =CHCN.]














act

 
/akt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take action; do something




•
 
they urged Washington to act




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
governments must act to reduce pollution.










2.
 
(
act on

 )
 — take action according to or in the light of




•
 
I shall certainly act on his suggestion.










3.
 
(
act for

 )
 — take action in order to bring about




•
 
one's ability to act for community change.










4.
 
(
act for/on behalf of

 )
 — represent (someone) on a contractual, legal, or paid basis




•
 
he chose an attorney to act for him.










5.
 
(
act from/out of

 )
 — be motivated by




•
 
you acted from greed.










6.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — behave in the way specified




•
 
they followed the man who was seen acting suspiciously




•
 
he acts as if he owned the place.










7.
 
(
act as/like

 )
 — behave in the manner of




•
 
try to act like civilized adults.










8.
 
(
act as

 )
 — fulfill the function or serve the purpose of




•
 
they need volunteers to act as foster parents.










9.
 
have the effect of




•
 
a five-year sentence will act as a deterrent.










10.
 
take effect; have a particular effect




•
 
bacteria 
act on

 proteins and sugar.










11.
 
perform a fictional role in a play, movie, or television production




•
 
she acted in her first professional role at the age of six.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (a part or role)




•
 
he acted the role of the dragon




•
 
he got the chance to 
act out

 other people's jobs.










13.
 
[with 
complement

 ]
 — behave so as to appear to be; pretend to be




•
 
I acted dumb at first.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
act something out

 )
 — perform a narrative as if it were a play




•
 
encouraging students to act out the stories.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
act something out

 )
 — 

[Psychoanalysis]

 express repressed or unconscious feelings in overt behavior




•
 
the impulses of hatred and killing which some human beings act out.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing done; a deed




•
 
a criminal act




•
 


the act of

 writing down one's thoughts




•
 
an act of heroism.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a pretense




•
 
she was 
putting on an act

 and laughing a lot.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a particular type of behavior or routine




•
 
he did his Sir Galahad act.










4.
 


[Law]

 a written ordinance of Congress, or another legislative body; a statute




•
 
the act to abolish slavery.










5.
 
a document attesting a legal transaction.




6.
 
(often 
acts

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 the recorded decisions or proceedings of a committee or an academic body.




7.
 
a main division of a play, ballet, or opera.




8.
 
a set performance




•
 
her one-woman poetry act.










9.
 
a performing group




•
 
an act called the Apple Blossom Sisters.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
act of God






an instance of uncontrollable natural forces in operation (often used in insurance claims).









2.
 
act of grace






a privilege or concession that cannot be claimed as a right.









3.
 
catch someone in the act






(usu. 
be caught in the act

 )
 — surprise someone in the process of doing something wrong




•
 
the thieves were caught in the act.















4.
 
clean up one's act






behave in a more acceptable manner.









5.
 
get one's act together








‹informal›

 organize oneself in the manner required in order to achieve something.









6.
 
get (or be) in on the act








‹informal›

 become or be involved in a particular activity, in order to gain profit or advantage.









7.
 
in the act of






in the process of




•
 
they photographed him in the act of reading other people's mail.















8.
 
read someone the Riot Act






see Riot Act
 .









9.
 
a tough (or hard) act to follow






an achievement or performance that sets a standard regarded as being difficult for others to measure up to.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
act out






misbehave, especially when unhappy or stressed




•
 
many children who act out while awaiting placement in a health care facility end up in juvenile detention.















2.
 
act up





a.
 
(of a thing) fail to function properly




•
 
the plane's engine was acting up.










b.
 
(of a person) misbehave.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
actability

 
/ˌaktəˈbilitē /






noun





act
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 verb)













2.
 
actable






adjective





act
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
actus

 ‘event, thing done,’ 
act-

 ‘done,’ from the verb 
agere

 , reinforced by the French noun 
acte

 .





ACT






abbreviation



1.
 


‹trademark›

 American College Test.




2.
 
Australian Capital Territory.













Actaeon

 
/akˈtēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a hunter who, because he accidentally saw Artemis bathing, was changed into a stag and killed by his own hounds.









actant

 
/ˈaktənt/






noun




(in literary theory) a person, creature, or object playing any of a set of active roles in a narrative




•
 
the room has become an actant, a surrogate for the heroine herself.



















ACTH






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 adrenocorticotropic (or adrenocorticotrophic) hormone.














actin

 
/ˈaktən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that forms (together with myosin) the contractile filaments of muscle cells, and is also involved in motion in other types of cells.











– origin

 1940: from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’ + -in
 1
 .





acting

 
/ˈaktiNG/





I.
 
noun




the art or occupation of performing in plays, movies, or television productions




•
 
she studied acting in New York.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
temporarily doing the duties of another person




•
 
acting director.



















actinian

 
/akˈtinēən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sea anemone.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from the modern Latin genus name 
Actinia

 (from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’) + -an
 .





actinic

 
/akˈtinik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of light or lighting) able to cause photochemical reactions, as in photography, through having a significant short wavelength or ultraviolet component.




2.
 
relating to or caused by actinic light




•
 
actinic degradation.














II.
 
derivatives





actinism

 
/ˈaktəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’ + -ic
 .





actinide

 
/ˈaktəˌnīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the series of fifteen metallic elements from actinium (atomic number 89) to lawrencium (atomic number 103) in the periodic table. They are all radioactive, the heavier members being extremely unstable and not of natural occurrence.











– origin

 1940s: from actinium
 + -ide
 , on the pattern of 
lanthanide

 .






actinium

 
/akˈtinēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ac

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 89, a radioactive metallic element of the actinide series. It is rare in nature, occurring as an impurity in uranium ores.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’ + -ium
 .





actinometer

 
/ˌaktəˈnämədər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an instrument for measuring the intensity of radiation, typically ultraviolet radiation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’ + -meter
 .






actinomorphic

 
/ˌaktənōˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 characterized by radial symmetry, such as a starfish or the flower of a daisy.

Compare with zygomorphic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





actinomorphy

 
/akˈtinəˌmôrfē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’ + 
morphē

 ‘form’ + -ic
 .





actinomycete

 
/ˌaktənōˈmīˌsēt, -mīˈsēt/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium of an order of typically nonmotile filamentous form. They include the economically important streptomycetes, and were formerly regarded as fungi.

[Order 
Actinomycetales

 ; Gram-positive.]











– origin

 1920s (originally only in the plural): modern Latin, from Greek 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray’ + 
mukētes

 , plural of 
mukēs

 ‘fungus.’






action

 
/ˈakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or process of doing something, typically to achieve an aim




•
 
he vowed to take tougher action against persistent offenders




•
 
if there is a breach of regulations, we will 
take action

 .










2.
 
the way in which something such as a chemical has an effect or influence




•
 
the seeds require the catalytic action of water to release hotness.










3.
 
armed conflict




•
 
servicemen listed as 
missing in action

 during the war.










4.
 
a military engagement




•
 
a rearguard action.










5.
 
the events represented in a story or play




•
 
the action is set in the country.










6.
 


‹informal›

 exciting or notable activity




•
 
the nonstop action of mountain biking




•
 
people in the media want to be 
where the action is

 .










7.
 


‹informal›

 betting.




8.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used by a movie director as a command to begin




•
 
lights, camera, action!










9.
 
a thing done; an act




•
 
she frequently questioned his actions




•
 
I would not be responsible for my actions if I saw him.










10.
 
a legal process; a lawsuit




•
 
an action for damages.










11.
 
a gesture or movement




•
 
his actions emphasized his words.










12.
 
a manner or style of doing something, typically the way in which a mechanism works or a person moves




•
 
a high paddle action in canoeing




•
 
the weapon has speed and smooth action.










13.
 
the mechanism that makes a machine or instrument work




•
 
a piano with an escapement action.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go into action






start work or activity.









2.
 
in action






engaged in a certain activity; in operation.









3.
 
out of action






temporarily unable to engage in a certain activity; not working




•
 
a heart attack put him out of action




•
 
the ship was out of action for 16 days.















4.
 
put into action






put into effect; carry out.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
actio(n-)

 , from 
agere

 ‘do, act.’





actionable

 
/ˈakSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 giving sufficient reason to take legal action




•
 
slanderous remarks are actionable.










2.
 


[Law]

 able to be done or acted on; having practical value




•
 
insightful and actionable information on the effect advertising is having on your brand.



















action committee

 
/ˈakSHən kəˈmidē /

 
action group






noun




a body formed to campaign politically, typically on a particular issue.













action figure






noun




a doll representing a person or fictional character known for vigorous action, such as a soldier or superhero. The figure typically is posable, with jointed limbs.













action painting

 
/ˈakSHən ˌpān(t)iNG/






noun




a technique and style of abstract painting in which paint is randomly splashed, thrown, or poured on the canvas. It was made famous by Jackson Pollock, and formed part of the more general movement of abstract expressionism.













action point






noun




a specific proposal for action to be taken, typically one arising from a discussion or meeting.













action potential






noun






[Physiology]

 the change in electrical potential associated with the passage of an impulse along the membrane of a muscle cell or nerve cell.













Actium, Battle of

 
/ˈaktēəm, ˈakSHēəm/






a naval battle that took place in 31 
BC

 off the promontory of Actium in western Greece, in the course of which Octavian defeated Mark Antony.









activate

 
/ˈaktəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) active or operative




•
 
fumes from cooking are enough to activate the alarm.










2.
 
convert (a substance, molecule, etc.) into a reactive form


(as 
adj.

 
activated

 )


•
 
activated chlorine.














II.
 
derivatives





activator

 
/ˈaktəˌvādər /






noun





















activated carbon

 
/ˈaktəˌvādid ˈkärbən /

 
activated charcoal






noun




charcoal that has been heated or otherwise treated to increase its adsorptive power.













activated sludge






noun




aerated sewage containing aerobic microorganisms that help to break it down.













activation

 
/ˌaktiˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of making something active or operative




•
 
phones with voice activation




•
 
the constant activation of the vibrating alert is running the batteries down.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the process of making a substance chemically or catalytically active.













activation analysis

 
/ˌaktəˈvāSH(ə)n əˌnaləsəs/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a technique of analysis in which atoms of a particular element in a sample are made radioactive, typically by irradiation with neutrons, and their concentration is then determined radiologically.













activation energy






noun






[Chemistry]

 the minimum quantity of energy that the reacting species must possess in order to undergo a specified reaction.














active

 
/ˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) engaging or ready to engage in physically energetic pursuits




•
 
I needed to change my lifestyle and become more active.










2.
 
moving or tending to move about vigorously or frequently




•
 
active fish need a larger tank.










3.
 
characterized by energetic activity




•
 
they enjoyed an active social life.










4.
 
(of a person's mind or imagination) alert and lively.




5.
 
doing things for an organization, cause, or campaign, rather than simply giving it one's support




•
 
she was an active member of the church




•
 
he had never been very 
active in

 the affairs of the institute




•
 
he enjoyed the active support of the government.










6.
 
(of a person) participating or engaged in a particular sphere or activity




•
 
a politically active student body.










7.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) pursuing their usual occupation or activity, typically at a particular place or time




•
 
tigers are active mainly at night.










8.
 
working; operative




•
 
the old mill was active until 1960.










9.
 
(of a bank account) in continuous use.




10.
 
(of an electrical circuit) capable of modifying its state or characteristics automatically in response to input or feedback.




11.
 
(of a volcano) currently erupting, or that has erupted within historical times.

Often contrasted with dormant
 or extinct
 .




12.
 
(of a disease) in which the symptoms are manifest; not in remission or latent




•
 
active colitis.










13.
 
having a chemical or biological effect on something




•
 
350 active ingredients have been banned from pesticides.










14.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to or denoting the voice that attributes the action of a verb to the person or thing from which it logically proceeds (e.g., of the verbs in 
guns kill

 and 
we saw him

 ).

The opposite of passive
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 an active form of a verb.




2.
 
(
the active

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the active voice.








III.
 
derivatives





activeness

 
/ˈaktivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘preferring action to contemplation’): from Latin 
activus

 , from 
act-

 ‘done,’ from the verb 
agere

 .





active barrier






noun



1.
 
a barrier that allows passage of defined agents while preventing or impeding others, in particular




2.
 
a security barrier that responds to attempted entries with sensors or personnel.




3.
 
a physical or chemical barrier that intercepts contaminants, debris, or other unwanted substances.













active duty

 
/ˈaktiv ˈd(y)o͞odē/






noun



1.
 
full-time service in the police or armed forces.




2.
 
the playing of a direct role in the operational work of the police or armed forces as opposed to doing administrative work.














active immunity






noun






[Physiology]

 the immunity that results from the production of antibodies by the immune system in response to the presence of an antigen.

Compare with passive immunity
 .













active layer






noun






[Geography]

 the seasonally thawed surface layer above permafrost.













active list

 
/ˈaktiv list/






noun




a list of the officers in an armed service who are liable to be called on for duty.













actively

 
/ˈaktivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a deliberate and positive way




•
 
the company is actively looking for a buyer.










2.
 
in an energetic or vigorous way




•
 
they were actively engaged in supporting the war effort




•
 
actively growing weeds.



















active matrix






noun






[Electronics]

 a display system in which each pixel is individually controlled.













active service

 
/ˈaktiv ˈsərvəs/






noun




direct participation in warfare as a member of the armed forces.













active site






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a region on an enzyme that binds to a protein or other substance during a reaction.













active transport






noun






[Biology]

 the movement of ions or molecules across a cell membrane into a region of higher concentration, assisted by enzymes and requiring energy.













activewear

 
/ˈaktivˌwer/






noun




clothing designed to be worn for sports, exercise, and outdoor activities.














activism

 
/ˈaktəˌvizəm/






noun




the policy or action of using vigorous campaigning to bring about political or social change.













activist

 
/ˈaktivəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who campaigns to bring about political or social change




•
 
police arrested three activists




•
 
a committed animal rights activist.














II.
 
adjective




campaigning to bring about political or social change




•
 
activist groups around the world are organizing solidarity events




•
 
a green-leaning activist magazine.



















activity

 
/akˈtivədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition in which things are happening or being done




•
 
there has been a sustained level of activity in the economy




•
 
16, they say, is too young for sexual activity.










2.
 
busy or vigorous action or movement




•
 
the room was a 
hive of activity

 .










3.
 
(usu. 
activities

 )
 — a thing that a person or group does or has done




•
 
the firm's marketing activities.










4.
 
a recreational pursuit or pastime




•
 
a range of sports activities.










5.
 
(
activities

 )
 — actions taken by a group in order to achieve their aims




•
 
the police were investigating anarchist activities.










6.
 
the degree to which something displays its characteristic property or behavior




•
 
abnormal liver enzyme activities.










7.
 


[Chemistry]

 a thermodynamic quantity representing the effective concentration of a particular component in a solution or other system, equal to its concentration multiplied by an 
activity coefficient

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
activité

 or late Latin 
activitas

 , from Latin 
act-

 ‘done,’ from the verb 
agere

 .





act of contrition

 
/ˌakt əv kənˈtriSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a penitential prayer.




2.
 
something done to make amends for an offense.













actomyosin

 
/ˌaktəˈmīəsən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a complex of actin and myosin of which the contractile protein filaments of muscle tissue are composed.











– origin

 1940s: from actin
 + myosin
 .





actor

 
/ˈaktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose profession is acting on the stage, in movies, or on television.




2.
 
a person who behaves in a way that is not genuine




•
 
in war one must be a good actor.










3.
 
a participant in an action or process




•
 
employers are key actors within industrial relations.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting an agent or administrator): from Latin, ‘doer, actor,’ from 
agere

 ‘do, act.’ The theater sense dates from the 16th cent.





actorly

 
/ˈaktərlē/






adjective



1.
 
characteristic of an actor or actress




•
 
he seems to lack the actorly range that the role requires.










2.
 
affected or excessively dramatic




•
 
she eschews the actorly flourishes of her co-star.



















Actors' Studio






an acting workshop in New York City, founded in 1947 by Elia Kazan and others, and a leading center of method acting.









actress

 
/ˈaktrəs/






noun




a female actor.













actressy

 
/ˈaktrəsē/






adjective




characteristic of an actress; stereotypically being self-consciously theatrical or emotionally volatile




•
 
her actressy manner was an irritant to the others.



















Acts

 
/akts /

 
Acts of the Apostles






a New Testament book immediately following the Gospels and relating the history of the early Church.









actual

 
/ˈak(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing in fact; typically as contrasted with what was intended, expected, or believed




•
 
the estimate was much less than the actual cost




•
 
those were his actual words.










2.
 
used to emphasize the important aspect of something




•
 
the book could be condensed into half the space, but what of the actual content?










3.
 
existing now; current




•
 
using actual income to measure expected income.














II.
 
phrases





in actual fact






used to emphasize a comment, typically one that modifies or contradicts a previous statement




•
 
people talk as if he were a monster—in actual fact he was a very kind guy.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
actuel

 ‘active, practical,’ from late Latin 
actualis

 , from 
actus

 (see act
 ).





actuality

 
/ˌak(t)SHəˈwalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
actual existence, typically as contrasted with what was intended, expected, or believed




•
 
the building looked as impressive 
in actuality

 as it did in magazines




•
 
a mission was sent to investigate the actuality of the situation.










2.
 
(
actualities

 )
 — existing conditions or facts




•
 
the grim actualities of prison life.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘activeness’): from Old French 
actualite

 or medieval Latin 
actualitas

 , from 
actualis

 ‘active, practical,’ from 
actus

 (see act
 ).





actualize

 
/ˈak(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a reality of




•
 
he had actualized his dream and achieved the world record.














II.
 
derivatives





actualization

 
/ˌak(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















actually

 
/ˈak(t)SH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
as the truth or facts of a situation; really




•
 
we must pay attention to what young people are actually doing




•
 
the time actually worked on a job.










2.
 
[as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to emphasize that something someone has said or done is surprising




•
 
he actually expected me to be pleased about it!










3.
 
used when expressing an opinion, typically one that is not expected




•
 
“Actually,” she said icily, “I don't care who you go out with.”










4.
 
used when expressing a contradictory opinion or correcting someone




•
 
“Tom seems to be happy.” “He isn't, actually, not any more.”










5.
 
used to introduce a new topic or to add information to a previous statement




•
 
he had a thick Brooklyn accent—he sounded like my grandfather actually.



















actuarial

 
/ˌak(t)SHəˈwerēəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to actuaries or their work of compiling and analyzing statistics to calculate insurance risks and premiums




•
 
an actuarial consulting firm




•
 
faulty actuarial assumptions.














II.
 
derivatives





actuarially

 
/ˌak(t)SHəˈwerēəl /






adverb





















actuary

 
/ˈak(t)SHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun




a person who compiles and analyzes statistics and uses them to calculate insurance risks and premiums.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a clerk or registrar of a court): from Latin 
actuarius

 ‘bookkeeper,’ from 
actus

 (see act
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





actuate

 
/ˈak(t)SHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a machine or device) to operate




•
 
the pendulum actuates an electrical switch.










2.
 
(usu. 
be actuated

 )
 — cause (someone) to act in a particular way; motivate




•
 
the defendants were actuated by malice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
actuation

 
/ˌak(t)SHəˈwāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
actuator

 
/-ˈātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
actuat-

 ‘carried out, caused to operate,’ from the verb 
actuare

 , from Latin 
actus

 (see act
 ). The original sense was ‘carry out in practice,’ later ‘stir into activity, enliven’; sense 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.






actus reus

 
/ˌaktəs ˈrēəs, ˈrāəs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 action or conduct that is a constituent element of a crime, as opposed to the mental state of the accused.

Compare with mens rea
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Latin, literally ‘guilty act.’





acuity

 
/əˈkyo͞oədē/





I.
 
noun




sharpness or keenness of thought, vision, or hearing




•
 
intellectual acuity




•
 
visual acuity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
acuite

 or medieval Latin 
acuitas

 , from Latin 
acuere

 ‘sharpen’ (see acute
 ).





aculeate

 
/əˈkyo͞olēət əˈkyo͞olēˌāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Entomology]

 (of an insect) having a sting.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 sharply pointed; prickly.








II.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a stinging insect of a group that includes the bees, wasps, and ants.

[Section 
Aculeata

 , suborder 
Apocrita

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
aculeatus

 , from 
aculeus

 ‘a sting,’ diminutive of 
acus

 ‘needle.’





acumen

 
/əˈkyo͞omən ˈakyəmən/





I.
 
noun




the ability to make good judgments and quick decisions, typically in a particular domain




•
 
business acumen.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘sharpness, point,’ from 
acuere

 ‘sharpen’ (see acute
 ).





acuminate

 
/əˈkyo͞omənət əˈkyo͞oməˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant or animal structure, e.g., a leaf) tapering to a point.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
acuminatus

 ‘pointed,’ from 
acuminare

 ‘sharpen to a point,’ from 
acuere

 ‘sharpen’ (see acute
 ).





acupressure

 
/ˈakyo͞oˌprəSHər/





I.
 
noun




another term for shiatsu
 .











– origin

 1950s: blend of acupuncture
 and pressure
 .






acupuncture

 
/ˈakyo͞oˌpəNG(k)(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




a system of complementary medicine that involves pricking the skin or tissues with needles, used to alleviate pain and to treat various physical, mental, and emotional conditions. Originating in ancient China, acupuncture is now widely practiced in the West.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
acu

 ‘with a needle’ + puncture
 .





acupuncturist

 
/ˈakyo͝opəNGkSHərəst/






noun




a person who practices acupuncture




•
 
find an acupuncturist in your area who works with addictions.



















acutance

 
/əˈkyo͞otns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sharpness of a photographic or printed image.




2.
 
a measure of this.











– origin

 1950s: from acute
 + -ance
 .






acute

 
/əˈkyo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a bad, difficult, or unwelcome situation or phenomenon) present or experienced to a severe or intense degree




•
 
an acute housing shortage




•
 
the problem is acute and getting worse.










2.
 
(of a disease or its symptoms) of short duration but typically severe




•
 
acute appendicitis.







Often contrasted with chronic
 .




3.
 
denoting or designed for patients with acute conditions




•
 
acute hospital services




•
 
acute patients.










4.
 
having or showing a perceptive understanding or insight: shrewd




•
 
an acute awareness of changing fashions.










5.
 
(of a physical sense or faculty) highly developed; keen




•
 
an acute sense of smell.










6.
 
(of an angle) less than 90°.




7.
 
having a sharp end; pointed.




8.
 
(of a sound) high; shrill.








II.
 
noun




short for acute accent
 .








III.
 
derivatives





acuteness

 
/əˈkyo͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): from Latin 
acutus

 , past participle of 
acuere

 ‘sharpen,’ from 
acus

 ‘needle.’






acute accent






noun




a mark (´) placed over certain letters in some languages to indicate an alteration of a sound, as of quality, quantity, or pitch, e.g., in 
risqué

 .













acutely

 
/əˈkyo͞otlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
(with reference to something unpleasant or unwelcome) intensely




•
 
the whole situation was acutely embarrassing




•
 
Elizabeth felt Jane's distress acutely.










2.
 
(in relation to illness) in a way that progresses rapidly but lasts for a short period




•
 
an acutely inflamed gall bladder.










3.
 
in a way that shows a perceptive understanding or insight




•
 
we are all 
acutely aware

 of the fragility of our world.




















-acy





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns of state or quality




•
 
celibacy




•
 
lunacy.

















– origin

 a branch of the suffix -cy
 , from Latin 
-atia

 (medieval Latin 
-acia

 ), or from Greek 
-ateia

 , noun suffixes.





acyclic

 
/āˈsīklik/






adjective



1.
 
not displaying or forming part of a cycle.




2.
 
(of a woman) not having a menstrual cycle.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a compound or molecule) containing no rings of atoms.














acyclovir

 
/āˈsīkləˌvir/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antiviral drug used especially in the treatment of herpes and AIDS.

Also called Zovirax
 .













acyl

 
/ˈasəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a radical of general formula —C(O)R, where R is an alkyl group, derived from a carboxylic acid




•
 
acyl groups.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed in German, from Latin 
acidus

 (see acid
 ) + -yl
 .






acylate

 
/ˈasəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce an acyl group into (a molecule or compound)


(as 
adj.

 
acylated

 )


•
 
an acylated glycine derivative.














II.
 
derivatives





acylation

 
/ˌasəˈlāSHən /






noun





















ad1


 
/ad/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an advertisement.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





ad2


 
/ad/






noun






[Tennis]

 
‹informal›

 short for advantage
 .














AD

 
/ˌā ˈdē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 


[Military]

 active duty.




2.
 
(usu. 
AD

 )
 — Anno Domini (used to indicate that a date comes the specified number of years after the accepted date of Christ's birth).




3.
 
armored division.




4.
 
athletic director.











usage:

 In dates, 
AD

 is normally written in small capitals and is traditionally placed before the numerals, as in 
AD

 375 (
not

 375 
AD

 ). The reason for this is that 
AD

 is an abbreviation of anno domini, which means ‘in the year of our Lord.’ However, when the date is spelled out, it is normal to write the third century 
AD

 (
not

 
AD

 the third century). Compare with BC
 . In recent years, some writers have begun using the abbreviations 
CE

 (of the Common Era) in place of 
AD

 , and 
BCE

 (before the Common Era) in place of 
BC

 , in consideration of a more secular and international readership.






ad-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
denoting motion or direction to




•
 
advance




•
 
adduce.










2.
 
reduction or change into




•
 
adapt




•
 
adulterate.










3.
 
addition, increase, or intensification




•
 
adjunct




•
 
adhere




•
 
admixture.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ad

 ‘to’; in the 16th cent. the use of 
ad-

 and its variants was extended to replace 
a-

 from a different origin such as Latin 
ab-

 (e.g., 
advance

 , from French 
avancer

 , based on late Latin 
abante

 ‘in front’). / 
usage:

 The prefix 
ad-

 is also found assimilated in the following forms: 
a-

 before 
sc

 , 
sp

 (
ascend

 , 
aspire

 ); 
ac-

 before 
c

 , 
q

 (
accede

 , 
acquire

 ); 
af-

 before 
f

 (
affiliate

 ); 
ag-

 before 
g

 (
aggregate

 ); 
al-

 before 
l

 (
allude

 ); 
an-

 before 
n

 (
annex

 ); 
ap-

 before 
p

 (
appall

 ); 
ar-

 before 
r

 (
arrest

 ); 
as-

 before 
s

 (
assume

 ); 
at-

 before 
t

 (
attend

 ).





A/D






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 analog to digital.














-ad1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
in collective numerals




•
 
pentad




•
 
triad.










3.
 
in groups, periods, or aggregates




•
 
Olympiad.










4.
 
in names of females in classical mythology, such as 
Dryad

 and 
Naiad

 .




5.
 
in names of districts such as 
Troad

 .




6.
 
in names of poems and similar compositions




•
 
Iliad




•
 
jeremiad.










7.
 
forming names of members of some taxonomic groupings




•
 
bromeliad.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-ad-

 (from nouns ending in 
-as

 ).





-ad2






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
ballad

 , 
salad

 .

Compare with -ade
 1
 .











– origin

 representing the French noun ending 
-ade

 .





Ada

 
/ˈādə/





I.
 
noun




a high-level computer programming language used especially in real-time computerized control systems, e.g., for aircraft navigation.











– origin

 1980s: from the name of 
Ada

 Lovelace (see Lovelace, Ada
 ).





adage

 
/ˈadij/





I.
 
noun




a proverb or short statement expressing a general truth




•
 
the old adage “out of sight out of mind.”

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
adagium

 ‘saying,’ based on an early form of 
aio

 ‘I say.’





adagio

 
/əˈdäjō əˈdäjēō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially as a direction) in slow tempo.








II.
 
noun




a movement or composition marked to be played adagio.











– origin

 Italian, from 
ad agio

 ‘at ease.’





Adam

 
/ˈadəm/





I.
 
(in the biblical and Koranic traditions) the first man. According to the Book of Genesis, Adam was created by God as the progenitor of the human race and lived with Eve in the Garden of Eden.




II.
 
phrases





not know someone from Adam






not know or be completely unable to recognize the person in question.















– origin

 from Hebrew ῾
ādām

 ‘man,’ later taken to be a name.





Adam, Robert






(1728–92), Scottish architect and furniture designer. With his brother 
James

 (1730–94), he was influential in the change from the prevailing Palladian fashion to a neoclassical style.










adamant

 
/ˈadəmənt/





I.
 
adjective




refusing to be persuaded or to change one's mind




•
 
he is 
adamant that

 he is not going to resign.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a legendary rock or mineral to which many, often contradictory, properties were attributed, formerly associated with diamond or lodestone.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adamance






noun













2.
 
adamancy

 
/-mənsē /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (as a noun), from Old French 
adamaunt-

 , via Latin from Greek 
adamas

 , 
adamant

 , ‘untamable, invincible’ (later used to denote the hardest metal or stone, hence diamond), from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
daman

 ‘to tame.’ The phrase 
to be adamant

 dates from the 1930s, although adjectival use had been implied in such collocations as “an adamant heart” since the 16th cent.





adamantine

 
/ˌadəˈmanˌtēn ˌadəˈmanˌtīn/






adjective






‹literary›

 unbreakable




•
 
adamantine chains




•
 


‹figurative›

 her adamantine will.



















adamantly

 
/ˈadəməntlē/






adverb




in a way that suggests one will not be persuaded to change one's mind; firmly and resolutely




•
 
the White House adamantly denied any involvement




•
 
she shook her head adamantly.



















Adams, Abigail

 
/ˈadəmz/






(1744–1818), US first lady 1797–1801, the wife of President John Adams and mother of President John Quincy Adams; full name 
Abigail Smith Adams

 . She is noted for her letters that gave an insider's view of the times.









Adams, Alice






(1926–99), US writer and editor. She wrote about women's lives in her novels 
Families and Survivors

 (1975), 
Superior Women

 (1984), and 
A Southern Exposure

 (1995), among others, and in short stories that are collected in such works as 
To See You Again

 (1982).









Adams, Ansel






(1902–84), US photographer, noted for his black-and-white photographs of American landscapes; full name 
Ansel Easton Adams

 . Many of his collections, such as 
My Camera in the National Parks

 (1950) and 
This Is the American Earth

 (1960), reflect his interest in conservation.









Adams, John






(1735–1826), 2nd president of the US 1797–1801. A Massachusetts Federalist, he was a delegate to the Continental Congress 1774–78 and helped draft the Declaration of Independence in 1776. With John Jay and Benjamin Franklin, he negotiated the Treaty of Paris, which ended the American Revolution in 1783. Adams was minister to Great Britain 1785–88 before becoming the first vice president of the US 1789–97.









Adams, John Couch






(1819–92), English astronomer. He postulated the existence of an eighth planet in 1843, three years before Le Verrier discovered Neptune.









Adams, John Quincy






(1767–1848), 6th president of the US 1825–29; a Massachusetts Democratic-Republican; eldest son of President John Adams. His ministerial positions from 1794 to 1801 included appointments to the Netherlands, Portugal, and Prussia. After serving in the US Senate 1803–08, he was minister to Russia, then to England. He helped negotiate the Treaty of Ghent 1814, which ended the War of 1812. As President Monroe's secretary of state 1817–25, he was the chief architect of the Monroe Doctrine. His impassioned advocacy of the abolition of slavery and the safeguarding of freedom of speech defined his postpresidential career as a member of the US House of Representatives 1831–48.









Adams, Samuel






(1722–1803), US patriot. One of the leaders of the Boston Tea Party in 1773, he was active in pre-Revolutionary anti-British activities that took place in that city. He served in the First and Second Continental Congresses 1774–75 and was a signer of the Declaration of Independence 1776.









Adam's ale






noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 water.













Adam's apple

 
/ˈadəmz ˌapəl/






noun




the projection at the front of the neck formed by the thyroid cartilage of the larynx, often prominent in men.













Adam's Bridge






a line of shoals lying between northwestern Sri Lanka and the southeastern coast of Tamil Nadu in India. It separates the Palk Strait from the Gulf of Mannar.









Adam's needle

 
Adam's needle-and-thread






noun




a frost-hardy yucca native to the eastern US, with long leaves that are edged with white threads.

[
Yucca filamentosa

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]













Adam's Peak






a mountain in south central Sri Lanka, rising to 7,360 feet (2,243 m). It is regarded as sacred by Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims.









Adana

 
/ˈädənə/






a town in southern Turkey, capital of a province of the same name; pop. 1,366,000 (est. 2007).










adapt

 
/əˈdapt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) suitable for a new use or purpose; modify




•
 
hospitals have had to be 
adapted for

 modern medical practice




•
 
the policies can be adapted to suit individual needs and requirements




•
 (as 
adj.

 
adapted

 )
 
mink are well adapted to hunting prey.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become adjusted to new conditions




•
 
a large organization can be slow to 
adapt to

 change.










3.
 
alter (a text) to make it suitable for filming, broadcasting, or the stage




•
 
the miniseries was 
adapted from

 Wouk's novel.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
adapter

 , from Latin 
adaptare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
aptare

 (from 
aptus

 ‘fit’). / 
usage:

 Avoid confusing 
adapt

 with 
adopt

 . Trouble sometimes arises because in adapting to new conditions, an animal or plant can be said to adopt something, such as a new color or behavior pattern.





adaptability

 
/əˌdaptəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being able to adjust to new conditions




•
 
adaptability is an advantage in the harshly competitive global economy




•
 
the adaptability of cod to climate change.










2.
 
the capacity to be modified for a new use or purpose




•
 
the formal beauty and adaptability of plastic.



















adaptable

 
/əˈdaptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to adjust to new conditions




•
 
rats are highly 
adaptable to

 change.










2.
 
able to be modified for a new use or purpose




•
 
a workforce with adaptable skills.














II.
 
derivatives





adaptably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















adaptation

 
/ˌadapˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of adapting or being adapted




•
 
the adaptation of teaching strategy to meet students' needs




•
 
adaptations to the school curriculum.










2.
 
a movie, television drama, or stage play that has been adapted from a written work, typically a novel




•
 
filming her adaptation of a beloved children's book.










3.
 


[Biology]

 a change or the process of change by which an organism or species becomes better suited to its environment




•
 
living in groups is an adaptation that increases the efficiency of hunting




•
 
biochemical adaptation in parasites.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
adaptatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
adaptare

 (see adapt
 ).





adaptationism

 
/ˌadapˈtāSHəˌnizəm, ˌadəp-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the belief or assumption, now generally held, that each feature of an organism is the result of evolutionary adaptation for a particular function.








II.
 
derivatives





adaptationist






noun, adjective





















adapter

 
/əˈdaptər /

 
adaptor






noun



1.
 
a device for connecting pieces of equipment that cannot be connected directly.




2.
 
a person who adapts a text to make it suitable for filming, broadcasting, or the stage.













adaption

 
/əˈdapSH(ə)n/






noun




another term for adaptation
 .













adaptive

 
/əˈdaptiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly technical›

 characterized by or given to adaptation




•
 
mutation is ultimately essential for adaptive evolution in all populations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adaptively






adverb













2.
 
adaptivity






noun






















adaptive expectations hypothesis






noun






[Economics]

 a hypothesis that supposes that expectations of future values of a variable can be based primarily on its values in the recent past.

Compare with rational expectations hypothesis
 .













adaptive radiation






noun






[Biology]

 the diversification of a group of organisms into forms filling different ecological niches.













adaptogen

 
/əˈdaptəjən/





I.
 
noun




(in herbal medicine) a natural substance considered to help the body adapt to stress and to exert a normalizing effect upon bodily processes. A well-known example is ginseng.








II.
 
derivatives





adaptogenic

 
/əˌdaptəˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: a term used by N. V. Lazarev, Russian scientist, from adapt
 + -gen
 .





Adar

 
/äˈdär, ˈäˌdär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Jewish calendar) the sixth month of the civil and twelfth of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of February and March.

It is known in leap years as Second Adar.




2.
 
an intercalary month preceding Adar in leap years.

Also called First Adar.











– origin

 from Hebrew ’
ădār

 .






adaxial

 
/aˈdaksēəl/






adjective






[Botany]

 facing toward the stem of a plant (especially denoting the upper surface of a leaf).

The opposite of abaxial
 .













adbot

 
/ˈadbät/





I.
 
noun




a computer program that caches advertising on personal computers from an Internet-connected server and then displays the advertising when certain linked programs are being used.











– origin

 blend of 
ad(vertising)

 and 
(ro)bot

 .





ADC






abbreviation



1.
 
aide-de-camp.




2.
 
Aid to Dependent Children.




3.
 
Air Defense Command.




4.
 
analog-to-digital converter.














add

 
/ad/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join (something) to something else so as to increase the size, number, or amount




•
 
a new wing was 
added to

 the building




•
 
some box offices now 
add on

 a handling charge




•
 (as 
adj.

 
added

 )
 
one vitamin tablet daily will give added protection




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
this development 
added to

 the problems facing the staff.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
add up

 )
 — increase in amount, number, or degree




•
 
watch those air miles add up!










3.
 
put or mix (an ingredient) together with another as one of the stages in the preparation of a dish




•
 


add

 the flour 
to

 the eggs, stirring continuously.










4.
 
put (something) in or on something else so as to improve or alter its quality or nature




•
 
chlorine is 
added to

 the water to kill bacteria




•
 (as 
adj.

 
added

 )
 
the fruit juice contains no added sugar.










5.
 
contribute (an enhancing quality) to something




•
 
the canopy will 
add

 a touch of class 
to

 your bedroom.










6.
 
put together (two or more numbers or amounts) to calculate their total value




•
 
they 
added

 all the figures 
up






•
 


add

 the two numbers 
together






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
children learned to add and subtract quickly and accurately.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
add up to

 )
 — amount to




•
 
this adds up to a total of 400 calories




•
 


‹figurative›

 these isolated incidents don't add up to a true picture of the situation.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ] (
add up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 seem reasonable or consistent; make sense




•
 
many things in her story didn't add up.










9.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say as a further remark


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I hope we haven't been too much trouble,” she added politely




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we would like to add our congratulations




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he 
added that

 few of America's allies would support military action.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
addere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + the base of 
dare

 ‘put.’





ADD






abbreviation



1.
 
analog digital digital, indicating that a music recording was made in analog format before being mastered and stored digitally.




2.
 
attention deficit disorder.













Addams, Charles

 
/ˈadəmz/






(1912–88), US cartoonist, noted for his macabre characters, which were brought to life in the television series 
The Addams Family

 (1964–66), which was the basis for two movies in the 1990s; full name 
Charles Samuel Addams

 . His cartoons appeared in 
The New Yorker

 magazine from 1935.









Addams, Jane






(1860–1935), US social reformer, feminist, and pacifist. In 1889 she founded Hull House, a center for the care and education of Chicago's poor and a national model for combating urban poverty and treating youthful offenders. She was a leader of the suffrage movement and an active pacifist. Nobel Peace Prize (1931).









addax

 
/ˈadaks/





I.
 
noun




a large antelope with a mainly grayish and white coat, native to the deserts of North Africa.

[
Addax nasomaculatus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from an African word recorded by Pliny.





addend

 
/ˈaˌdend/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Computing]

 a number that is added to another.




•
 
as its name suggests, the Accumulator ‘accumulates’ by keeping its addend in memory and incrementing by the addend it receives from another transmitting unit.







Compare with augend
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
addendus

 ‘to be added,’ gerundive of 
addere

 (see add
 ).






addendum

 
/əˈdendəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an item of additional material, typically omissions, added at the end of a book or other publication.




2.
 


[Engineering]

 the radial distance from the pitch circle of a cogwheel, worm wheel, etc., to the crests of the teeth or ridges.

Compare with dedendum
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, ‘that which is to be added,’ gerundive of 
addere

 (see add
 ).






adder

 
/ˈadər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small venomous Eurasian snake that has a dark zigzag pattern on its back and bears live young.

Also called viper
 . [
Vipera berus

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of snakes that are similar or related to the adder, e.g., 
death adder

 , 
puff adder

 .











– origin

 Old English 
nædre

 ‘serpent, adder,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
adder

 and German 
Natter

 . The initial 
n

 was lost in Middle English by wrong division of 
a naddre

 ; compare with apron
 , auger
 , and umpire
 .






adder's tongue






noun



1.
 
a widely distributed atypical fern that has a single pointed oval leaf and a straight unbranched spore-bearing stem.

[Genus 
Ophioglossum

 , family 
Ophioglossaceae

 , in particular 
O. vulgatum

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for dogtooth violet
 , esp. a trout lily.














addict

 
/ˈadikt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is addicted to a particular substance, typically an illegal drug




•
 
a former heroin addict.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an enthusiastic devotee of a specified thing or activity




•
 
a must-buy book for the crossword-puzzle addict




•
 
a self-confessed chocolate addict.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the obsolete verb 
addict

 , which was a back-formation from addicted
 .






addicted

 
/əˈdiktəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
physically and mentally dependent on a particular substance, and unable to stop taking it without incurring adverse effects




•
 
she became 
addicted to

 alcohol and diet pills.










2.
 
enthusiastically devoted to a particular thing or activity




•
 
he's 
addicted to

 computers.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the obsolete adjective 
addict

 ‘bound or devoted (to someone),’ from Latin 
addict-

 ‘assigned,’ from the verb 
addicere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
dicere

 ‘say.’





addiction

 
/əˈdikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the fact or condition of being addicted to a particular substance, thing, or activity




•
 
he committed the theft to finance his drug addiction




•
 
an addiction to gambling.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a person's inclination or proclivity): from Latin 
addictio(n-)

 , from 
addicere

 ‘assign’ (see addict
 ).





addictive

 
/əˈdiktiv /

 


‹informal›

 addicting





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance, thing, or activity) causing or likely to cause someone to become addicted to it




•
 
a highly addictive drug




•
 
gambling can become addictive.










2.
 
of, relating to, or susceptible to being or becoming addicted to something




•
 
addictive behavior




•
 
I have a very addictive personality.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
addictively






adverb













2.
 
addictiveness






noun





















add-in

 
/ˈad ˌin/






noun




a device or piece of software that can be added to a computer to give extra features or functions.













Addis Ababa

 
/ˌadəs ˈabəbə /

 
Adis Abeba






the capital of Ethiopia, in the central part of the country, at an altitude of about 8,000 feet (2,440 m); pop. 3,101,000 (est. 2007).









Addison

 
/ˈadəsən/






a village in northeastern Illinois, northwest of Chicago; pop. 36,917 (est. 2008).









Addison, Joseph






(1672–1719), English essayist, poet, dramatist, and Whig politician. He is noted for his simple unornamented prose style. In 1711 he founded the 
Spectator

 with Sir Richard Steele.









Addisonian

 
/ˌadəˈsōnēən/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of the works or style of Joseph Addison.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or characterized by Addison's disease.













Addison's disease





I.
 
noun




a disease characterized by progressive anemia, low blood pressure, great weakness, and bronze discoloration of the skin. It is caused by inadequate secretion of hormones by the adrenal cortex.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Thomas 
Addison

 (1793–1860), the English physician who described the disease.





addition

 
/əˈdiSH(ə)n /

 
addn.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of adding something to something else




•
 
the hotel has been extended 
with the addition of

 more rooms.










2.
 
a person or thing added or joined, typically in order to improve something




•
 
you will find the coat a useful 
addition

 to your wardrobe.










3.
 
(abbr.: 
addn.

 )
 — the process or skill of calculating the total of two or more numbers or amounts




•
 
she began with simple arithmetic, addition and then subtraction.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of combining matrices, vectors, or other quantities under specific rules to obtain their sum.








II.
 
phrases





in addition






as an extra person, thing, or circumstance




•
 
members of the board were paid a small allowance 
in addition to

 their normal salary.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
additio(n-)

 , from the verb 
addere

 (see add
 ).





additional

 
/əˈdiSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




added, extra, or supplementary to what is already present or available




•
 
we require additional information.



















additionally

 
/əˈdiSHənlē/






adverb



1.
 
as an extra factor or circumstance




•
 
brokers finance themselves additionally by short-term borrowing.










2.
 
[as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to introduce a new fact or argument




•
 
Additionally, the regulations require escape hatches.



















addition reaction






noun






[Chemistry]

 a reaction in which one molecule combines with another to form a larger molecule with no other products.













additive

 
/ˈadədiv/





I.
 
noun




a substance added to something in small quantities, typically to improve or preserve it




•
 
many foods contain chemical additives.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by, relating to, or produced by addition




•
 
an additive process




•
 
the combination of these factors has an additive effect.










2.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to the reproduction of colors by the superimposition of primary colors




•
 
the video monitor uses the 
additive colors

 red, green, and blue.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adjective): from late Latin 
additivus

 , from Latin 
addit-

 ‘added,’ from the verb 
addere

 (see add
 ). The noun dates from the 1940s.





additive-free






adjective




(especially of food) containing no additives




•
 
eggs are good for us, being natural, wholesome, and additive-free




•
 
the importance of additive-free nutrition




•
 
additive-free body care products.



















addle

 
/ˈadl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 make unable to think clearly; confuse




•
 
being in love must have addled your brain.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of an egg) rotten.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
adela

 ‘liquid filth,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aal

 and German 
Adel

 ‘mire, puddle.’





addlebrained

 
/ˈadlˌbrānd /

 
addleheaded
 , addlepated






adjective




mentally muddled or lacking in common sense; confused, irrational




•
 
he made the addlebrained decision to install an uncertain rookie at point guard.



















addled

 
/ˈadld/






adjective



1.
 
unable to think clearly; confused




•
 
this might just be my addled brain playing tricks




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
his persona as a drug-addled hell-raiser.










2.
 
(of an egg) rotten.













addn.






abbreviation




addition.













add-on

 
/ˈad ˌän/






noun



1.
 
something that has been or can be added to an existing object or arrangement




•
 
we offer skiing lessons as add-ons to our chalet vacations




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
cars with add-on extras.










2.
 
an accessory device or piece of software designed to increase the capability of a computer or hi-fi system.




3.
 
a unit of construction added to an existing construction




•
 
the new kitchen replaces an add-on that was torn down in 1980.



















address

 
/əˈdres ˈaˌdres/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the particulars of the place where someone lives or an organization is situated




•
 
they exchanged addresses and agreed to keep in touch.










2.
 
the place itself




•
 
our officers went to the address.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a string of characters that identifies a destination for email messages or the location of a website.




4.
 


[Computing]

 a binary number that identifies a particular location in a data storage system or computer memory.




5.
 
a formal speech delivered to an audience




•
 
delivered an address to the National Council of Teachers.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 a person's manner of speaking to someone else




•
 
his address was abrupt and unceremonious.










7.
 
(
addresses

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 courteous or amorous approaches to someone




•
 
he persecuted her with his addresses.










8.
 


‹dated›

 skill, dexterity, or readiness




•
 
he rescued me with the most consummate address.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write the name and address of the intended recipient on (an envelope, letter, or package)




•
 
I 
addressed

 my letter 
to

 him personally




•
 (as 
adj.

 
addressed

 )
 
an addressed envelope.










2.
 
speak to (a person or an assembly), typically in a formal way




•
 
she addressed an audience of the most important Shawnee chiefs




•
 
they 
addressed themselves to

 my father.










3.
 
(
address someone as

 )
 — name someone in a specified way when talking or writing




•
 
she addressed my father as “Mr. Stevens.”










4.
 
(
address something to

 )
 — say or write remarks or a protest to (someone)




•
 
address your complaints to the Board of Review.










5.
 
think about and begin to deal with (an issue or problem)




•
 
a fundamental problem has still to be addressed.










6.
 


[Golf]

 take up one's stance and prepare to hit (the ball).








III.
 
phrases





form of address






a name or title used in speaking or writing to a person of a specified rank or function




•
 
“Venerable” was the usual form of address for a priest at that time.


















IV.
 
derivatives





addresser

 
/əˈdresər aˈdresər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the senses ‘set upright’ and ‘guide, direct,’ hence ‘write directions for delivery on’ and ‘direct spoken words to’): from Old French, based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
directus

 (see direct
 ). The noun is of mid 16th-cent. origin in the sense ‘act of approaching or speaking to someone.’





addressable

 
/əˈdresəbəl/






adjective






[Computing]

 relating to or denoting a memory unit in which all locations can be separately accessed by a particular program.













address bar

 
/ˈadres ˌbär/






noun






[Computing]

 a text box in a web browser displaying the address of the web page that is currently being viewed.













address book






noun



1.
 
a book for recording the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of friends, businesses, etc.




2.
 
a facility on a computer or mobile phone that allows a user to store details of their personal contacts.













addressee

 
/ˌadreˈsē əˌdreˈsē/






noun




the person to whom something, typically a letter, is addressed.













Addressograph

 
/əˈdresəˌɡraf/






noun






‹trademark›

 a machine for printing addresses on envelopes.














adduce

 
/əˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cite as evidence




•
 
a number of factors are adduced to explain the situation.














II.
 
derivatives





adducible

 
/əˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
adducere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’






adduct1


 
/əˈdəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a muscle) move (a limb or other part of the body) toward the midline of the body or toward another part.

The opposite of abduct
 .








II.
 
derivatives





adduction

 
/əˈdəkSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from late Middle English 
adduction

 , from late Latin 
adductio(n-)

 ‘bringing forward,’ from the verb 
adducere

 ‘bring in’ (see adduce
 ).





adduct2


 
/əˈdəkt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the product of an addition reaction between two compounds.











– origin

 1940s: from German 
Addukt

 (blend of 
Addition

 and 
Produkt

 ).






adductor

 
/əˈdəktər /

 
adductor muscle





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction moves a limb or other part of the body toward the midline of the body or toward another part.

Compare with abductor
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of a number of specific muscles in the hand, foot, or thigh


[followed by Latin genitive]


•
 
adductor hallucis.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
adduct-

 ‘brought in,’ from the verb 
adducere

 (see adduce
 ).





addy

 
/ˈadē/






noun






‹informal›

 an address, especially an email address




•
 
I just sent you a note from my other addy.




















-ade1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting an action that is completed




•
 
barricade




•
 
blockade.










3.
 
denoting the body concerned in an action or process




•
 
brigade




•
 
cavalcade.










4.
 
denoting the product or result of an action or process




•
 
arcade




•
 
lemonade




•
 
marmalade.

















– origin

 from French via Portuguese, Provençal, and Spanish 
-ada

 or via Italian 
-ata

 , from Latin 
-atus

 (past participial suffix of verbs ending in 
-are

 ).





-ade2






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
decade

 .

Compare with -ad
 1
 .











– origin

 representing the French noun ending 
-ade

 , from Greek.






-ade3






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
equivalent to -ade
 1
 :




•
 
brocade.










3.
 
denoting a person




•
 
renegade.

















– origin

 from Spanish or Portuguese 
-ado

 , masculine form of 
-ada

 (see -ade
 1
 ).





Adelaide

 
/ˈadlˌād/






a city in southern Australia, the capital and chief port of the state of South Australia; pop. 1,172,105 (2008).









adelgid

 
/əˈdeljid/





I.
 
noun




an insect of the family 
Adelgidae

 , which comprises sap-feeding hemipteran insects resembling aphids.











– origin

 1920s: from family name 
Adelgidae

 , perhaps from Greek 
adelos

 ‘unseen’ + 
gē

 ‘earth.’





Adélie Land

 
/əˈdālē, ˈadl-ē /

 
Adélie Coast





I.
 
a coastal section of the Antarctic continent, situated east of Wilkes Land.







– origin

 named after 
Adélie

 , wife of the French explorer Jules Dumont d'Urville, who discovered the area in 1840.






Adélie penguin

 
/əˈdālē ˌpeNGɡwin/






noun




a gregarious and territorial penguin of Antarctica, perhaps the most familiar of all the penguins. The adults have a distinctive white ring around the eye.

[
Pygoscelis adeliae

 , family 
Spheniscidae

 .]













Aden

 
/ˈādən/






a port in Yemen at the mouth of the Red Sea; pop. 588,900 (est. 2004). Formerly under British rule, first as part of British India from 1839 and then from 1935 as a Crown Colony, it was capital of former South Yemen 1967–90.









Aden, Gulf of






a part of the eastern Arabian Sea that lies between the southern coast of Yemen and the Horn of Africa.









Adenauer, Konrad

 
/ˈadnˌou(ə)r/






(1876–1967), German statesman, first chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 1949–63.










adenine

 
/ˈadnˌēn, -ˌīn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is one of the four constituent bases of nucleic acids. A purine derivative, it is paired with thymine in double-stranded DNA.

[Alternative name: 
6-aminopurine

 ; chem. formula: C5
 H5
 N5
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
adēn

 ‘gland’ + -ine
 4
 .





adeno-





I.
 
combining form




relating to a gland or glands




•
 
adenocarcinoma.

















– origin

 from Greek 
adēn

 ‘gland.’





adenocarcinoma

 
/ˌad(ə)nōˌkärsəˈnōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor formed from glandular structures in epithelial tissue.













adenoids

 
/ˈadnˌoidz/





I.
 
plural noun




a mass of enlarged lymphatic tissue between the back of the nose and the throat, often hindering speaking and breathing in young children.








II.
 
derivatives





adenoidal

 
/ˌadnˈoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
adēn

 ‘gland’ + -oid
 .





adenoma

 
/ˌadnˈōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a benign tumor formed from glandular structures in epithelial tissue.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
adēn

 ‘gland’ + -oma
 .





adenosine

 
/əˈdenəˌsēn, -sin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of adenine combined with ribose, one of four nucleoside units in RNA.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of adenine
 and ribose
 .





adenosine deaminase

 
/dēˈaməˌnās, -ˌnāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the deamination of adenosine to inosine.














adenosine monophosphate

 
/əˌdenəˌsēn ˌmänōˈfäsˌfāt /

 
AMP






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of an adenosine molecule bonded to one acidic phosphate group, present in most DNA and RNA. It often exists in a cyclic form with the phosphate bonded to the nucleoside at two points.













adenosine triphosphate

 
/əˌdenəsēn trīˈfäsfāt /

 
ATP






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of an adenosine molecule bonded to three phosphate groups, present in all living tissue. The breakage of one phosphate linkage (to form 
adenosine diphosphate

 , 
ADP

 ) provides energy for physiological processes such as muscular contraction.













adenovirus

 
/ˌad(ə)nōˈvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of DNA viruses first discovered in adenoid tissue, most of which cause respiratory diseases.













adenylate cyclase

 
/əˈdenlˌāt ˈsīˌklās, -ˌklāz, əˈdenl-it /

 
adenyl cyclase






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the formation of cyclic adenylic acid from adenosine triphosphate.













adenylic acid

 
/ˌad(ə)ˌnilik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




another term for adenosine monophosphate
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
adenylic

 from adenine
 + -yl
 + -ic
 .





adept





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈdept /



1.
 
very skilled or proficient at something




•
 
he is 
adept at

 cutting through red tape




•
 
an adept negotiator.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈadept əˈdept /



1.
 
a person who is skilled or proficient at something




•
 


they are adepts at

 kung fu and karate.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adeptly

 
/əˈdep(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
adeptness

 
/əˈdep(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
adeptus

 ‘achieved,’ past participle of 
adipisci

 ‘obtain, attain.’





adequacy

 
/ˈadikwəsē/






noun




the state or quality of being adequate




•
 
the adequacy of testing procedures.



















adequate

 
/ˈadəkwət/





I.
 
adjective




satisfactory or acceptable in quality or quantity




•
 
this office is perfectly 
adequate for

 my needs




•
 
the law is 
adequate to

 deal with the problem




•
 
adequate resources and funding.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
adaequatus

 ‘made equal to,’ past participle of the verb 
adaequare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
aequus

 ‘equal.’





adequately

 
/ˈadikwətlē/






adverb




to a satisfactory or acceptable extent




•
 
the resources required to prepare adequately will be extensive




•
 
the job requirements were not adequately explained.



















à deux

 
/ˌä ˈdə/





I.
 
adverb




for or involving two people




•
 
dinner à deux.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French.





ADF






abbreviation




automatic direction finder, a device used by pilots to aid navigation.













ad fin.





I.
 
adverb




at or near the end of a piece of writing.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
ad finem

 ‘at the end.’





ADH






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 antidiuretic hormone.













adhan

 
/ədˈhän/






noun




variant spelling of azan
 .













ADHD

 
/ādēːāCHˈdēː/






abbreviation




attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.














adhere

 
/ədˈhir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
adhere to

 )


1.
 
stick fast to (a surface or substance)




•
 
paint won't adhere well to a greasy surface.










2.
 
believe in and follow the practices of




•
 
the people adhere to the Muslim religion.










3.
 
represent truthfully and in detail




•
 
the account adhered firmly to fact.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
adhaerere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
haerere

 ‘to stick.’





adherence

 
/ədˈhirəns/






noun



1.
 
attachment or commitment to a person, cause, or belief




•
 
a strict 
adherence to

 etiquette




•
 
he moved to Avignon and won the adherence of the French king.










2.
 
the quality or process of sticking fast to an object or surface




•
 
observing the adherence of the seeds to clothing prompted the development of Velcro.



















adherent

 
/adˈhirənt adˈherənt/





I.
 
noun




someone who supports a particular party, person, or set of ideas




•
 
he was a strong 
adherent of

 monetarism.














II.
 
adjective




sticking fast to an object or surface




•
 
the eggs have thick sticky shells to which debris is often adherent.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
adherent

 , from Latin 
adhaerent-

 ‘sticking to,’ from the verb 
adhaerere

 (see adhere
 ).





adhesion

 
/ədˈhēZH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of adhering to a surface or object




•
 
the adhesion of the Scotch tape to the paper.










2.
 
the frictional grip of wheels, shoes, etc., on a road, track, or other surface




•
 
the front tires were struggling for adhesion.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the sticking together of particles of different substances.




4.
 
allegiance or faithfulness to a particular person, party, or set of ideas




•
 
he was harshly criticized for his adhesion to the old bureaucracy.










5.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal union of membranous surfaces due to inflammation or injury




•
 
endoscopic surgery for pelvic adhesions.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
adhésion

 , from Latin 
adhaesio(n-)

 , from the verb 
adhaerere

 (see adhere
 ).





adhesive

 
/adˈhēsiv adˈhēziv/





I.
 
adjective




able to stick fast to a surface or object; sticky




•
 
an adhesive label.














II.
 
noun




a substance used for sticking objects or materials together; glue.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adhesively






adverb













2.
 
adhesiveness

 
/adˈhēsivnəs adˈhēzivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘tending to adhere or cling to’): from French 
adhésif

 , 
-ive

 , from the verb 
adhérer

 , from Latin 
adhaerere

 ‘stick to’ (see adhere
 ).






adhesive capsulitis

 
/adˌhēsiv ˌkapsəˈlīdəs/






noun




extreme stiffness or immobility in the shoulder joint, usu. following injury and caused by the adhesions in the joint and inflammation of the capsule of the humerus.

Also called frozen shoulder
 .













adhibit

 
/adˈhibət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 apply or affix (something) to something else




•
 
signed by a partner who would either adhibit the firm's signature or his own.














II.
 
derivatives





adhibition

 
/ˌad(h)əˈbiSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘take in, include’): from Latin 
adhibit-

 ‘brought in,’ from the verb 
adhibere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
habere

 ‘hold, have.’






ad hoc

 
/ˌad ˈhäk/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




formed, arranged, or done for a particular purpose only


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an ad hoc committee




•
 
the discussions were on an ad hoc basis




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the group was constituted ad hoc.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘for this.’





adhocracy

 
/adˈhäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




a flexible, adaptable, and informal organizational structure without bureaucratic policies or procedures.











– origin

 1970s: blend of ad hoc
 and -cracy
 .





ad hominem

 
/ˌad ˈhämənəm/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
(of an argument or reaction) directed against a person rather than the position they are maintaining


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
vicious ad hominem attacks.










2.
 
relating to or associated with a particular person


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the office was created ad hominem for Fenton.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘to the person.’





adiabatic

 
/ˌadēəˈbadik ˌāˌdīəˈbadik /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a process or condition in which heat does not enter or leave the system concerned.




2.
 
impassable to heat.








II.
 
noun




a curve or formula representing adiabatic phenomena.








III.
 
derivatives





adiabatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
adiabatos

 ‘impassable,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
batos

 ‘passable’ (from 
bainein

 ‘go’), + -ic
 .





adiabatic lapse rate






noun






[Meteorology]

 the rate at which atmospheric temperature decreases with increasing altitude in conditions of thermal equilibrium.













adiantum

 
/ˌadēˈan(t)əm/






noun




technical term for maidenhair
 .














adieu

 
/əˈdo͞o əˈdyo͞o /

 

‹chiefly literary›






I.
 
exclamation




goodbye.








II.
 
noun




a goodbye




•
 
he whispered a fond adieu




•
 
they 
bade

 us all 
adieu

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
à

 ‘to’ + 
Dieu

 ‘God’; compare with adios
 .






Adi Granth

 
/ˌädē ˈɡrənt/





I.
 
another term for Guru Granth Sahib
 .







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ādigrantha

 , literally ‘first book,’ based on 
grantha

 ‘literary composition,’ from 
granth

 ‘to tie.’





ad infinitum

 
/ˌad infəˈnīdəm/





I.
 
adverb




again and again in the same way; forever




•
 
registration is for seven years and may be renewed ad infinitum.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to infinity.’






adios

 
/ˌädēˈōs, ˌadē-/





I.
 
exclamation, noun




(in Spanish or Spanish-speaking contexts) goodbye.











– origin

 Spanish 
adiós

 , from 
a

 ‘to’ + 
Dios

 ‘God’; compare with adieu
 .





adipic acid

 
/əˌdipik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline fatty acid obtained from natural fats and used especially in the manufacture of nylon.

[Alternative name: 
hexanedioic acid;

 chem. formula: HOOC(CH2
 )4
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





adipate

 
/ˈadəˌpāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
adeps

 , 
adip-

 ‘fat’ (because the acid was first prepared by oxidizing fats) + -ic
 .





adipocere

 
/ˈadəpōsir/





I.
 
noun




a grayish waxy substance formed by the decomposition of soft tissue in dead bodies subjected to moisture.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
adipocire

 , from Latin 
adeps

 , 
adip-

 ‘fat’ + French 
cire

 ‘wax’ (from Latin 
cera

 ).





adipocyte

 
/ˈadəpəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a cell specialized for the storage of fat, found in connective tissue.











– origin

 1930s: from adipose
 + -cyte
 .






adipose

 
/ˈadəˌpōs ˈadəˌpōz/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (especially of body tissue) used for the storage of fat.








II.
 
derivatives





adiposity

 
/ˌadəˈpäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
adiposus

 , from 
adeps

 , 
adip-

 ‘fat.’





adipose fin






noun






[Zoology]

 a small, rayless, fleshy dorsal fin present in certain fishes, notably in the salmon family.













Adirondack chair

 
/ˌadəˈrändak ˌCHer/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an outdoor wooden armchair constructed of wide slats. The seat typically slants downward toward the sloping back.













Adirondack Mountains

 
the Adirondacks






a range of mountains in New York, source of the Hudson and Mohawk rivers.









Adirondack Park






a state preserve in north central New York, the largest park in the contiguous US.









adit

 
/ˈadət/





I.
 
noun




a horizontal passage leading into a mine for the purposes of access or drainage.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
aditus

 ‘approach, entrance,’ from 
adit-

 ‘approached,’ from the verb 
adire

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’





adj.






abbreviation



1.
 
adjective.




2.
 
adjustment.




3.
 
adjunct.




4.
 
(
Adj.

 )
 — adjutant.













adjacent

 
/əˈjās(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
next to or adjoining something else




•
 
adjacent rooms




•
 
the area 
adjacent to

 the fire station.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 (of angles) having a common vertex and a common side.








II.
 
derivatives





adjacency






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
adjacent-

 ‘lying near to,’ from 
adjacere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
jacere

 ‘lie down.’





adjective

 
/ˈajəktiv/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word or phrase naming an attribute, added to or grammatically related to a noun to modify or describe it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adjectival

 
/ˌajəkˈtīv(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
adjectivally

 
/ˌajəkˈtīvəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
adjectif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
adject-

 ‘added,’ from the verb 
adjicere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
jacere

 ‘throw.’ The term was originally used in the phrase 
noun adjective

 , translating Latin 
nomen adjectivum

 , the latter being a translation of Greek 
onoma epitheton

 ‘attributive name.’






adjoin

 
/əˈjoin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be next to and joined with (a building, room, or piece of land)




•
 
the dining room adjoins a small library.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ajoindre

 , from Latin 
adjungere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





adjoining

 
/əˈjoiniNG/






adjective




(of a building, room, or piece of land) next to or joined with




•
 
I was in an adjoining room and could hear voices




•
 
they ended up buying the adjoining land.



















adjoint

 
/ˈajoint /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a function or quantity related to a given function or quantity by a particular process of transposition.




2.
 
denoting a matrix that is the transpose of the cofactors of a given square matrix.








II.
 
noun




an adjoint matrix, function, or quantity.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘joined to,’ from 
adjoindre

 (see adjoin
 ).





adjourn

 
/əˈjərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break off (a meeting, legal case, or game) with the intention of resuming it later




•
 
the meeting was adjourned until December 4




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
let's adjourn and reconvene at 2 o'clock.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of people who are together) go somewhere else, typically for refreshment




•
 
they 
adjourned to

 a local bar.










3.
 
put off or postpone (a resolution or sentence)




•
 
the sentence was adjourned.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘summon someone to appear on a particular day’): from Old French 
ajorner

 , from the phrase 
a jorn (nome

 ) ‘to an (appointed) day.’





adjournment

 
/əˈjərnmənt/






noun




an act or period of adjourning or being adjourned




•
 
she sought an adjournment of the trial




•
 
I suggest we have a short adjournment.




















adjudge

 
/əˈjəj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider or declare to be true or the case




•
 
she was adjudged guilty




•
 
he was adjudged to be offensive.










2.
 
(
adjudge something to

 )
 — (in legal use) award something judicially to (someone)




•
 
the court adjudged legal damages to her.










3.
 
(in legal use) condemn (someone) to pay a penalty




•
 
the defaulter was adjudged to pay the whole amount.














II.
 
derivatives





adjudgment

 
adjudgement






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ajuger

 , from Latin 
adjudicare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
judicare

 , from 
judex

 , 
judic-

 ‘a judge.’





adjudicate

 
/əˈjo͞odəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a formal judgment or decision about a problem or disputed matter




•
 
the committee 
adjudicates on

 all betting disputes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the case was adjudicated in the Supreme Court.










2.
 
act as a judge in a competition




•
 
we asked him to adjudicate at the local flower show.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — pronounce or declare judicially




•
 
he was adjudicated bankrupt.














II.
 
derivatives





adjudicative

 
/əˈjo͞odəˌkādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘award judicially’): from Latin 
adjudicat-

 ‘awarded judicially,’ from the verb 
adjudicare

 (see adjudge
 ). The noun 
adjudication

 dates from the early 17th cent.





adjudication

 
/əˌjo͞odəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of adjudicating




•
 
the matter may have to go to court for adjudication.










2.
 
a formal judgment on a disputed matter




•
 
an adjudication had found a degree of unwarranted infringement of privacy.



















adjudicator

 
/əˈjo͞odəˌkādər/






noun




a person who adjudicates




•
 
the proposal to close the school will have to go before an adjudicator.



















adjunct

 
/ˈaˌjəNGkt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing added to something else as a supplementary rather than an essential part




•
 
computer technology is an 
adjunct to

 learning.










2.
 
a person who is another's assistant or subordinate.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word or phrase used to amplify or modify the meaning of another word or words in a sentence.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
connected or added to something, typically in an auxiliary way




•
 
other alternative or adjunct therapies include immunotherapy.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of an academic post) attached to the staff of a college in a temporary or assistant capacity




•
 
an adjunct professor of entomology




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
both adjuncts and tenured professors tend to inflate grades.














III.
 
derivatives





adjunctive

 
/əˈjəNG(k)tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an adjective meaning ‘joined on, subordinate’): from Latin 
adjunctus

 , past participle of 
adjungere

 (see adjoin
 ).





adjunction

 
/əˈjəNG(k)SHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the joining of two sets that without overlapping jointly constitute a larger set, or the relation between two such sets.




2.
 


[Logic]

 the asserting in a single formula of two previously asserted formulae.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
adjunctio(n-)

 , from the verb 
adjungere

 (see adjoin
 ).





adjure

 
/əˈjo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 urge or request (someone) solemnly or earnestly to do something




•
 
I adjure you to tell me the truth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adjuration

 
/ˌajəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
adjuratory

 
/-əˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘put a person on oath’): from Latin 
adjurare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
jurare

 ‘swear’ (from 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘oath’).





adjust

 
/əˈjəst/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — alter or move (something) slightly in order to achieve the desired fit, appearance, or result




•
 
he smoothed his hair and adjusted his tie




•
 
the interest rate should be 
adjusted for

 inflation.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — permit small alterations or movements so as to allow a desired fit, appearance, or result to be achieved




•
 
a harness that 
adjusts to

 the correct fit.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — adapt or become used to a new situation




•
 
she must be allowed to grieve and to adjust in her own way




•
 
his eyes had 
adjusted to

 semidarkness.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assess (loss or damages) when settling an insurance claim.








II.
 
derivatives





adjuster

 
/əˈjəstər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the senses ‘harmonize discrepancies’ and ‘assess (loss or damages)’): from obsolete French 
adjuster

 , from Old French 
ajoster

 ‘to approximate,’ based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
juxta

 ‘near.’





adjustable

 
/əˈjəstəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be adjusted




•
 
the car has fully adjustable seats and steering wheel.




•
 
an adjustable wrench.














II.
 
derivatives





adjustability

 
/əˌjəstəˈbilədē /






noun





















adjustable-rate






adjective






(US)

 denoting or relating to a mortgage or other loan with an interest rate that may be changed in response to economic conditions




•
 
more borrowers had been opting for adjustable-rate mortgages.



















adjustment

 
/əˈjəstmənt/






noun



1.
 
a small alteration or movement made to achieve a desired fit, appearance, or result




•
 
I've made a few adjustments to my diet




•
 
only slight adjustments to the boat are necessary.










2.
 
the process of adapting or becoming used to a new situation




•
 
for many couples there may need to be a period of adjustment.



















adjutant

 
/ˈajəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military officer who acts as an administrative assistant to a senior officer.




2.
 
a person's assistant or deputy.




3.
 
(also 
adjutant stork

 or 
adjutant bird

 )
 — a large black-and-white stork with a massive bill and a bare head and neck, found in India and Southeast Asia.

[Genus 
Leptoptilos

 , family 
Ciconiidae

 : two species.]








II.
 
derivatives





adjutancy

 
/ˈajəd(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘assistant, helper’): from Latin 
adjutant-

 ‘being of service to,’ from 
adjutare

 , frequentative of 
adjuvare

 ‘assist’ (see adjuvant
 ).





adjutant general






noun



1.
 
the adjutant of a unit having a general staff.




2.
 
(
the Adjutant General

 )
 — (in the US Army) the chief administrative officer.




3.
 
the senior officer in the National Guard of a US state.














adjuvant

 
/ˈajəvənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of therapy) applied after initial treatment for cancer, especially to suppress secondary tumor formation.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a substance that enhances the body's immune response to an antigen.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
adjuvant-

 ‘helping toward,’ from the verb 
adjuvare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
juvare

 ‘to help.’





Adler, Alfred

 
/ˈadlər, ˈäd-/





I.
 
(1870–1937), Austrian psychologist and psychiatrist. Adler disagreed with Freud's idea that mental illness was caused by sexual conflicts in infancy, arguing that society and culture were significant factors. He introduced the concept of the inferiority complex.




II.
 
derivatives





Adlerian

 
/adˈli(ə)rēən, äd-, -ˈler- /






adjective, noun





















ad lib

 
/ˌad ˈlib/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or perform in public without previously preparing one's words




•
 
Charles had to ad lib because he'd forgotten his script




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she ad libbed half the speech.














II.
 
noun




an ad lib remark or speech




•
 
he came up with an apt ad lib.














III.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
spoken or performed without previous preparation




•
 
an ad lib commentary




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
speaking ad lib.










2.
 
as much and as often as desired


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the price includes meals and drinks ad lib




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the pigs are fed on an ad lib system.










3.
 


[Music]

 (in directions) in an improvised manner with freedom to vary tempo and instrumentation.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as an adverb): abbreviation of ad libitum
 .






ad libitum

 
/ˌad ˈlibədəm/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




more formal term for ad lib
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adverb).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘according to pleasure.’





ad litem

 
/ˌad ˈlīdəm/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 (especially of a guardian) appointed to act in a lawsuit on behalf of a child or other person who is not considered capable of representing themselves.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘for the lawsuit.’





ad loc.






abbreviation




to or at that place.













Adm.






abbreviation




Admiral.













adman

 
/ˈadˌman/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who works in advertising.













admin

 
/ˈadˌmin/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the administration of a business, organization, etc.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
admin staff.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






administer

 
/ədˈminəstər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manage and be responsible for the running of (a business, organization, etc.)




•
 
each school was administered separately.










2.
 
be responsible for the implementation or use of (law or resources)




•
 
a federal agency would administer new regulations.










3.
 
dispense or apply (a remedy or drug)




•
 
paramedic crews are capable of administering drugs.










4.
 
deal out or inflict (punishment)




•
 
retribution was administered to those found guilty.










5.
 
(of a priest) perform the rites of (a sacrament, typically the Eucharist).




6.
 


‹archaic›

 
[Law]

 direct the taking of (an oath)




•
 
the chief justice will administer the oath of office.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give help or service




•
 
we must selflessly 
administer to

 his needs.














II.
 
derivatives





administrable

 
/ədˈministrəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
administrare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
ministrare

 (see minister
 ).






administrate

 
/ədˈminəˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
less common term for administer
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
administrat-

 ‘managed,’ from the verb 
administrare

 (see administer
 ).





administration

 
/ədˌminəˈstrāSH(ə)n /

 
admin.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or activity of running a business, organization, etc.




•
 
the day-to-day administration of the company




•
 
a career in arts administration




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
administration costs.










2.
 
(
the administration

 )
 — the people responsible for this, regarded collectively




•
 
the university administration took their demands seriously.










3.
 
the management of public affairs; government




•
 
the inhabitants of the island voted to remain under French administration.










4.
 


[Law]

 the management and disposal of the property of an intestate, deceased person, debtor, or other individual, or of an insolvent company, by a legally appointed administrator




•
 
the company 
went into administration






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an administration order.










5.
 
the officials in the executive branch of government under a particular chief executive




•
 
the Kennedy administration sought to use the conference to repair US prestige.










6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the term of office of a political leader or government




•
 
the early years of the Reagan Administration.










7.
 
a government agency




•
 
the US Food and Drug Administration.










8.
 
the action of dispensing, giving, or applying something




•
 
the oral administration of the antibiotic




•
 
the administration of justice.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
administratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
administrare

 (see administer
 ).





administrative

 
/ədˈminəˌstrādiv ədˈminiˌstrədiv/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the running of a business, organization, etc.




•
 
administrative problems




•
 
administrative staff.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
administrativus

 , from 
administrat-

 ‘managed,’ from the verb 
administrare

 (see administrate
 ).





administrative law






noun






[Law]

 the body of law that regulates the operation and procedures of government agencies.













administratively

 
/ədˈminəˌstrādivlē ədˈminiˌstrədivlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to the running of a business, organization, etc.




•
 
the country is divided administratively into fourteen zones.



















administrator

 
/ədˈminəˌstrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person responsible for running a business, organization, etc.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person legally appointed to manage and dispose of the estate of an intestate, deceased person, debtor, or other individual, or of an insolvent company.




3.
 
a person who performs official duties in some sphere, especially dealing out punishment or giving a religious sacrament




•
 
administrators of justice.



















administratrix

 
/ədˈminəˌstrātriks/






noun






[Law]

 a female administrator of an estate.













admirable

 
/ˈadm(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




arousing or deserving respect and approval




•
 
he has one admirable quality—he is totally honest




•
 
what is admirable in one sex is disdained in the other.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
admirabilis

 ‘to be wondered at,’ from 
admirari

 (see admire
 ).





admirably

 
/ˈadmərəblē/






adverb




in a way that arouses or deserves respect and approval




•
 
he behaved himself admirably




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an admirably concise and clear summary.




















admiral

 
/ˈadm(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a commander of a fleet or naval squadron, or a naval officer of very high rank.




2.
 
a commissioned officer of very high rank in the US Navy or Coast Guard, ranking above a vice admiral.




3.
 
short for vice admiral
 or rear admiral
 .




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a butterfly that has dark wings with bold colorful markings.

[Several species in the subfamilies 
Limenitidinae

 and 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 . See red admiral
 , white admiral
 .]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting an emir or Saracen commander): from Old French 
amiral

 , 
admirail

 , via medieval Latin from Arabic 
῾amīr

 ‘commander’ (from 
῾amara

 ‘to command’). The ending 
-al

 was from Arabic 
-al-

 in the sense ‘of the’ used in forming titles (e.g., 
῾amīr-al-'umarā

 ‘ruler of rulers’), later assimilated to the familiar Latinate suffix -al
 .





Admiral of the Fleet






noun




the highest rank of admiral in the Royal Navy.

Compare with Fleet Admiral
 .













admiralty

 
/ˈadmərəltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rank or office of an admiral.




2.
 


[Law]

 the jurisdiction of courts of law over cases concerning ships or the sea and other navigable waters; maritime law.




3.
 
(
Admiralty

 )
 — the department of the British government that once administered the Royal Navy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
admiralte

 , from 
admirail

 ‘emir, leader’ (see admiral
 ).





Admiralty Islands

 
/ˌadmərəltē ˈīləndz/






a group of about 40 islands in the western Pacific, part of Papua New Guinea. In 1884 the islands became a German protectorate, but after 1920 they were administered as an Australian mandate.









admiration

 
/ˌadməˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
respect and warm approval




•
 
their 
admiration for

 each other was genuine.










2.
 
(
the admiration of

 )
 — something regarded as impressive or worthy of respect




•
 
her house was the admiration of everyone.










3.
 
pleasurable contemplation




•
 
they were lost in admiration of the scenery.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘marveling, wonder’): from Latin 
admiratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
admirari

 (see admire
 ).






admire

 
/ədˈmī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard (an object, quality, or person) with respect or warm approval




•
 
I admire your courage




•
 (as 
adj.

 
admiring

 )
 
she couldn't help but notice his admiring glance.










2.
 
look at with pleasure




•
 
we were just admiring your garden.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
admirari

 , from 
ad-

 ‘at’ + 
mirari

 ‘wonder.’





admirer

 
/ədˈmī(ə)rər/






noun



1.
 
someone who has a particular regard for someone or something




•
 
he was a great admirer of Mark Twain.










2.
 
a man who is attracted to a particular woman or a woman who is attracted to a particular man




•
 
she's got a secret admirer.



















admiringly

 
/ədˈmī(ə)riNGlē/






adverb




in a way that shows respect or warm approval




•
 
she referred to Eliot admiringly in many of her writings.



















admissible

 
/ədˈmisəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
acceptable or valid, especially as evidence in a court of law




•
 
the Court unanimously held that the hearsay was admissible




•
 
legally admissible evidence.










2.
 
having the right to be admitted to a place




•
 
foreigners were admissible only as temporary workers.














II.
 
derivatives





admissibility

 
/ədˌmisəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
admissibilis

 , from Latin 
admittere

 (see admit
 ).





admission

 
/ədˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement acknowledging the truth of something




•
 
an admission of guilt




•
 
a tacit 
admission that

 things had gone wrong




•
 
a man who, 
by his own admission

 , fell in love easily.










2.
 
the process or fact of entering or being allowed to enter a place, organization, or institution




•
 
I had some difficulty securing admission to the embassy




•
 
the country's admission to the UN




•
 
her condition required frequent hospital admissions




•
 (as 
modifier

 
admissions

 )
 
the university admissions office.










3.
 
the money charged for allowing someone to enter a public place




•
 
admission is $1 for adults and 50 cents for children.










4.
 
(
admissions

 )
 — the number of people entering a place




•
 
hospital admissions decreased nearly 65 percent.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
admission-

 , from the verb 
admittere

 (see admit
 ). / 
usage:

 
Admission

 traditionally referred to the price paid for entry or the right to enter: 
admission

 was $5. 
Admittance

 more often referred to physical entry: we were denied 
admittance

 by a large man with a forbidding scowl. In the sense of ‘permission or right to enter,’ these words have become almost interchangeable, although admittance is more formal and technical.






admit

 
/ədˈmit/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — confess to be true or to be the case, typically with reluctance


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the office finally 
admitted that

 several prisoners had been injured




•
 


I have to admit

 I was relieved when he left




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I am feeling pretty tired,” Jan admitted




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she admitted her terror of physical contact.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — confess to (a crime or fault, or one's responsibility for it)




•
 
he was sentenced to prison after admitting 47 charges of burglary




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he had 
admitted to

 a long history of sexual misconduct.










3.
 
acknowledge (a failure or fault)




•
 
after searching for an hour, she finally had to 
admit defeat






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
admits to

 having lied.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (someone) to enter a place




•
 
senior citizens are 
admitted

 free 
to

 the museum.










5.
 
(of a ticket) give (someone) the right to enter a place




•
 
the voucher 
admits

 up to four people 
to

 the theme park.










6.
 
carry out the procedures necessary for (someone) to be received into a hospital for treatment




•
 
she was 
admitted to

 the hospital suffering from a chest infection.










7.
 
allow (a person, country, or organization) to join an organization or group




•
 
Canada was 
admitted to

 the League of Nations.










8.
 
allow (someone) to share in a privilege




•
 
the doctrine held that only a chosen few were 
admitted to

 the covenant.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — accept as valid




•
 
the courts can refuse to admit police evidence that has been illegally obtained.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
admit of

 )
 — allow the possibility of




•
 
the need to inform him was too urgent to admit of further delay.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
admittere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’






admittance

 
/ədˈmitns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or fact of entering or being allowed to enter a place or institution




•
 
people were unable to 
gain admittance to

 the hall.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a measure of electrical conduction, numerically equal to the reciprocal of the impedance.











usage:

 See usage at admission
 .





admittedly

 
/ədˈmididlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
used to introduce a concession or recognition that something is true or is the case




•
 
admittedly, the salary was not wonderful, but the duties were light




•
 
this is admittedly an extreme case.



















admix

 
/adˈmiks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 mix (something) with something else.











– origin

 late Middle English: back-formation from the obsolete adjective 
admixt

 , from Latin 
admixtus

 ‘mixed together,’ past participle of 
admiscere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
miscere

 ‘to mix.’





admixture

 
/adˈmiksCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture




•
 
he felt that his work was an admixture of aggression and creativity.










2.
 
something mixed with something else, typically as a minor ingredient




•
 
green with an admixture of black.










3.
 
the action of adding an ingredient to something else.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘act of admixing’): from ad-
 (expressing addition) + mixture
 .






admonish

 
/ədˈmäniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
warn or reprimand someone firmly




•
 
she admonished me for appearing at breakfast unshaven




•
 
“You mustn't say that, Shiona,” Ruth admonished her.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — advise or urge (someone) earnestly




•
 
she admonished him to drink no more than one glass of wine.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 warn (someone) of something to be avoided




•
 
he 
admonished

 the people 
against

 the evil of such practices.














II.
 
derivatives





admonishment

 
/ədˈmäniSHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
amonest

 ‘urge, exhort,’ from Old French 
amonester

 , based on Latin 
admonere

 ‘urge by warning.’ In , the final 
t

 of 
amonest

 was taken to indicate the past tense, and its present tense 
admonesse

 changed on the pattern of verbs such as 
abolish

 ; the prefix 
a-

 became 
ad-

 in the 16th cent. by association with the Latin form.





admonition

 
/ˌadməˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an act or action of admonishing; authoritative counsel or warning




•
 
the old judge's admonition to the jury on this point was particularly weighty.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
amonition

 , from Latin 
admonitio(n-)

 ‘(cautionary) reminder’ (see admonish
 ).





admonitory

 
/ədˈmänəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




giving or conveying a warning or reprimand




•
 
the sergeant lifted an admonitory finger.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
admonitorius

 , from 
admonit-

 ‘urged,’ from Latin 
admonere

 (see admonish
 ).





adnate

 
/ˈadnāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 joined by having grown together.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
adnatus

 , variant of 
agnatus

 (see agnate
 ), by association with ad-
 .





ad nauseam

 
/ad ˈnôzēəm/





I.
 
adverb




referring to something that has been done or repeated so often that it has become annoying or tiresome




•
 
the inherent risks of nuclear power have been debated ad nauseam.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to sickness.’





adnexa

 
/adˈneksə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the parts adjoining an organ.








II.
 
derivatives





adnexal






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, neuter plural of 
adnexus

 ‘joined,’ from 
adnectere

 ‘fasten to.’





adnominal

 
/adˈnämənl/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 attached to or modifying a noun.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
adnomen

 ‘added name’ + -al
 .






ado

 
/əˈdo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
trouble or difficulty




•
 
she had 
much ado

 to keep up with him.










2.
 
fuss, especially about something that is unimportant




•
 
on the face of it, this is 
much ado

 about almost nothing.














II.
 
phrases





without further (or more) ado






without any fuss or delay; immediately.















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘action, business’): from northern Middle English 
at do

 ‘to do,’ from Old Norse 
at

 (used to mark an infinitive) and do
 1
 .






-ado





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
bravado

 , 
desperado

 .

Compare with -ade
 3
 .











– origin

 representing Spanish and Portuguese noun ending 
-ado

 or refashioning of Italian 
-ata

 , Spanish 
-ada

 , based on Latin 
-atus

 (past participial suffix of verbs ending in 
-are

 ).





adobe

 
/əˈdōbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of clay used as a building material, typically in the form of sun-dried bricks


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
adobe houses.










2.
 
a brick formed from adobe.




3.
 


(US)

 a building constructed from adobe clay or bricks.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Spanish, from 
adobar

 ‘to plaster,’ from Arabic 
aṭ-ṭūb

 , from 
al

 ‘the’ + 
ṭūb

 ‘bricks.’





adobo

 
/əˈdōbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spicy dish or sauce, in particular




2.
 
a Filipino dish of chicken or pork stewed in vinegar, garlic, soy sauce, bay leaves, and peppercorns.




3.
 
a paste or marinade made from chili peppers, vinegar, herbs, and spices, used in Mexican cooking.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘marinade.’





adolescence

 
/ˌadəˈlesəns/





I.
 
noun




the period following the onset of puberty during which a young person develops from a child into an adult.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
adolescentia

 , from 
adolescere

 ‘grow to maturity’ (see adolescent
 ).






adolescent

 
/ˌadəˈles(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a young person) in the process of developing from a child into an adult.




2.
 
relating to or characteristic of adolescence




•
 
his adolescent years




•
 
adolescent problems.














II.
 
noun




an adolescent boy or girl.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): via French from Latin 
adolescent-

 ‘coming to maturity,’ from 
adolescere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
alescere

 ‘grow, grow up,’ from 
alere

 ‘nourish.’ The adjective dates from the late 18th cent.





Adonai

 
/ˌädōˈnī, -ˈnoi/





I.
 
noun




a Hebrew name for God.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
῾ăḍōnāy

 ; see also Jehovah
 .





Adonis

 
/əˈdänəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a beautiful youth loved by both Aphrodite and Persephone. He was killed by a boar, but Zeus decreed that he should spend the winter of each year in the underworld with Persephone and the summer months with Aphrodite.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
an Adonis

 )
 — an extremely handsome young man.









Adonis blue






noun




a small Eurasian butterfly, the male of which has vivid sky-blue wings.

[
Lysandra bellargus

 , family 
Lycaenidae

 .]














adopt

 
/əˈdäpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
legally take another's child and bring it up as one's own




•
 
there are many people eager to adopt a baby.










2.
 
take up or start to use or follow (an idea, method, or course of action)




•
 
this approach has been adopted by many big banks.










3.
 
take on or assume (an attitude or position)




•
 
he adopted a patronizing tone




•
 
adopt a slightly knees-bent position.










4.
 
(
adopt someone as

 )
 — choose someone to receive special recognition




•
 
at least 23 people adopted as “prisoners of conscience” remain in jail.










5.
 
formally approve or accept (a report or suggestion)




•
 
the committee voted 5–1 to adopt the proposal.










6.
 
choose (a textbook) as standard or required for a course of study.




7.
 
choose (an animal) to become a house pet




•
 
the best way to know a dog's traits is to adopt a mature dog.










8.
 
(of a local authority) accept responsibility for the maintenance of (a road).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adoptable

 
/əˈdäptəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
adoptee

 
/əˌdäpˈtē /






noun













3.
 
adopter

 
/əˈdäptər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via French from Latin 
adoptare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
optare

 ‘choose.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at adapt
 .





adoption

 
/əˈdäpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or fact of adopting or being adopted




•
 
she gave up her children for adoption




•
 
the widespread adoption of agricultural technology




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an adoption agency.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
adoptio(n-)

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
optio(n-)

 ‘choosing’ (see option
 ).





Adoptionist

 
/əˈdäpSH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a person holding the view that Jesus is the Son of God by adoption only.








II.
 
derivatives





Adoptionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















adoptive

 
/əˈdäptiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
as a result of the adoption of another's child




•
 
he is the adoptive father of his wife's three children.










2.
 
denoting a country or city to which a person has moved and in which they have chosen to make their permanent place of residence.








II.
 
derivatives





adoptively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
adoptivus

 , from 
adoptare

 ‘select for oneself’ (see adopt
 ).






adorable

 
/əˈdôrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




inspiring great affection; delightful; charming




•
 
she looked just adorable




•
 
I have four adorable Siamese cats.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adorability

 
/əˌdôrəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
adorableness






noun













3.
 
adorably

 
/əˈdôrəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘worthy of divine worship’): from French, from Latin 
adorabilis

 , from the verb 
adorare

 (see adore
 ).





adoral

 
/aˈdôrəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 relating to or denoting the side or end where the mouth is situated, especially in animals, such as echinoderms, that lack clear upper and lower sides.








II.
 
derivatives





adorally






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ad-
 ‘at’ + oral
 .





adoration

 
/ˌadəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
deep love and respect




•
 
he gave her a look of adoration.




•
 
it was enough to earn him the adoration of the fans.










2.
 
worship; veneration




•
 
the Adoration of the Magi.



















adorbs

 
/əˈdôrbz /

 
adorb





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 inspiring great delight; cute or adorable




•
 
all the pets are totally adorbs




•
 
check out the adorbs photo




•
 
newborn babies are so adorb.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: alteration of adorable
 .






adore

 
/əˈdô(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
love and respect (someone) deeply




•
 
he adored his mother.










2.
 
worship; venerate




•
 
he adored the Sacred Host.










3.
 


‹informal›

 like (something or someone) very much




•
 
she adores Mexican cuisine




•
 (as 
adj.

 
adoring

 )
 
blowing a farewell kiss to an adoring crowd.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adorer

 
/əˈdôrər /






noun













2.
 
adoringly

 
/əˈdôriNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
adorare

 ‘to worship,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
orare

 ‘speak, pray.’





adorkable

 
/əˈdôrkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 unfashionable or socially awkward in a way regarded as appealing or cute




•
 
he is so adorkable I could just hug him to death




•
 
the most adorkable actress on the big screen




•
 
your adorkable qualities are part of your charm.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of adorable
 and dork
 .





adorn

 
/əˈdôrn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make more beautiful or attractive




•
 
pictures and prints adorned his walls.














II.
 
derivatives





adorner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
adornare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
ornare

 ‘deck, add luster.’





adornment

 
/əˈdôrnmənt/






noun



1.
 
a thing that adorns or decorates; an ornament




•
 
the necktie is no longer a necessary male adornment.










2.
 
the action of adorning something




•
 
precious stones have been used for the purposes of adornment for over 7,000 years.



















Adorno, Theodor W.

 
/äˈdôrnō/






(1903–69), German philosopher, sociologist, and musicologist; full name 
Theodor Ludwig Adorno Wiesengrund

 .









ADP






abbreviation



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 adenosine diphosphate.




2.
 
automatic data processing.













adpressed

 
/adˈprest/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 lying closely against the adjacent part, or against the ground.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
adpress-

 ‘pressed near,’ from 
adprimere

 , from 
ad

 ‘to, at’ + 
premere

 ‘to press,’ + -ed
 2
 .





ADR






abbreviation



1.
 
alternative dispute resolution.




2.
 
American depositary receipt.













Adrar des Iforas

 
/əˌdrär dāz ˈēfôrä/






a massif region in the central Sahara, on the border between Mali and Algeria.









ad rem

 
/ˌad ˈrem/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






‹formal›

 relevant to what is being done or discussed at the time.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to the matter.’






adrenal

 
/əˈdrēnl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a pair of ductless glands situated above the kidneys. Each consists of a core region (
adrenal medulla

 ) secreting epinephrine and norepinephrine, and an outer region (
adrenal cortex

 ) secreting corticosteroids.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
adrenals

 )


1.
 
an adrenal gland.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ad-
 + renal
 .






adrenaline

 
/əˈdren(ə)lən /

 
adrenalin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hormone secreted by the adrenal glands, especially in conditions of stress, increasing rates of blood circulation, breathing, and carbohydrate metabolism and preparing muscles for exertion




•
 
performing live really gets your adrenaline going.







Also called epinephrine
 .




2.
 
(
Adrenalin

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 the hormone epinephrine extracted from animals or prepared synthetically for medicinal purposes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from adrenal
 + -in
 1
 .





adrenaline junkie

 
adrenalin junkie






noun






‹informal›

 a person with a compulsive desire for excitement and adventure




•
 
a bit of an adrenaline junkie, he appears to have no regard for his own safety




•
 
there's enough nailbiting action to satisfy the most hardened of adrenaline junkies.



















adrenalized

 
/əˈdrēnlˌīzd/






adjective



1.
 
affected with adrenaline.




2.
 


‹informal›

 excited, charged, or tense




•
 
they possess an adrenalized vigor that distinguishes them from other bands.




















adrenergic

 
/ˌadrəˈnərjik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting nerve cells in which epinephrine (adrenaline), norepinephrine (noradrenaline), or a similar substance acts as a neurotransmitter.

Contrasted with cholinergic
 .











– origin

 1930s: from adrenaline
 + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + -ic
 .






adrenocorticotropic hormone

 
/əˌdrēnōˌkôrtikōˈträpik, -ˈtrōpik /

 
adrenocorticotrophic hormone
 , ACTH





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the pituitary gland and stimulating the adrenal cortex.











– origin

 1930s: from 
adreno-

 and 
cortico-

 (combining forms of adrenal
 and cortex
 ) + -trophic
 or -tropic
 .





adrenocorticotropin

 
/əˌdrēnōˌkôrdəkōˈtrōfən /

 
adrenocorticotrophin






noun




another term for adrenocorticotropic hormone
 .













Adrian

 
/ˈādrēən/






a city in southeastern Michigan; pop. 21,391 (est. 2008).










Adrian IV

 
/ˌādrēən T͟HəˈfôrTH/






(
c.

 1100–59), pope 1154–59; born 
Nicholas Breakspear

 . He is the only person from England to have held the office of pope.









Adriatic

 
/ˌādrēˈadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the region comprising the Adriatic Sea and its coasts and islands.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the Adriatic

 )


1.
 
the Adriatic Sea or its coasts and islands.













Adriatic Sea






an arm of the Mediterranean Sea between the Balkans and the Italian peninsula.










adrift

 
/əˈdrift/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
(of a boat or its passengers) floating without being either moored or steered


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
a cargo ship 
went adrift






•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the seamen are adrift in lifeboats.










2.
 
(of a person) without purpose or guidance; lost and confused


[as 
predic. adj.

 ]


•
 
he was adrift in a strange country




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they were 
cast adrift

 in a sea of events.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on, in’ + drift
 .





adroit

 
/əˈdroit/





I.
 
adjective




clever or skillful in using the hands or mind




•
 
he was 
adroit at

 tax avoidance.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from 
à droit

 ‘according to right, properly.’





adroitly

 
/əˈdroitlē/






adverb




in a clever or skillful way




•
 
he managed the evacuation adroitly.



















adroitness

 
/əˈdroitnəs/






noun




cleverness or skill




•
 
he lacks political adroitness.



















adscititious

 
/ˌadsəˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 forming an addition or supplement; not integral or intrinsic.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
adscit-

 ‘admitted, adopted,’ from 
adsciscere

 , + -itious
 1
 , on the pattern of 
adventitious

 .






ADSL

 
/ādēːesˈel/






abbreviation




asymmetric (or asynchronous) digital subscriber line, a method of routing digital data on copper telephone wires, allowing high-speed Internet access and simultaneous use of the line for voice transmission.














adsorb

 
/adˈzôrb adˈsôrb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a solid) hold (molecules of a gas or liquid or solute) as a thin film on the outside surface or on internal surfaces within the material




•
 
charcoal will not adsorb nitrates




•
 
the dye is 
adsorbed onto

 the fiber.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adsorbable






adjective













2.
 
adsorption

 
/adˈzôrbSH(ə)n adˈsôrbSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
adsorptive






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of ad-
 (expressing adherence) + absorb
 .





adsorbate

 
/adˈsôrbāt, adˈzôrbāt/






noun




a substance adsorbed.













adsorbent

 
/adˈzôrbənt adˈsôrbənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that adsorbs another.








II.
 
adjective




able to adsorb substances.













adstratum

 
/adˈstrātəm, -ˈstratəm/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a language or group of elements within it that is responsible for changes in a neighboring language.








II.
 
derivatives





adstrate

 
/ˈadˌstrāt /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: modern Latin, from Latin 
ad

 ‘to’ + 
stratum

 ‘something laid down.’





adsuki

 
/adˈso͞okē, -ˈzo͞o-/






noun




variant spelling of adzuki
 .













ADT






abbreviation




Atlantic Daylight Time (see Atlantic time
 ).













adulate

 
/ˈajəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise (someone) excessively or obsequiously.








II.
 
derivatives





adulator

 
/ˈajəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
adulat-

 ‘fawned on,’ from the verb 
adulari

 .





adulation

 
/ˌajəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




obsequious flattery; excessive admiration or praise




•
 
he found it difficult to cope with the adulation of the fans.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
adulatio(n-)

 , from 
adulari

 ‘fawn on.’





adulatory

 
/ˈaj(ə)ləˌtôrē/






adjective




excessively praising or admiring




•
 
an adulatory review




•
 
the tone here is adulatory and uncritical.



















adult

 
/əˈdəlt ˈadˌəlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is fully grown or developed




•
 
children should be accompanied by an adult.










2.
 
a fully developed animal.




3.
 


[Law]

 a person who has reached the age of majority.

See majority
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) fully grown or developed




•
 
the adult inhabitants of the U.S.










2.
 
of or for adult people




•
 
adult education




•
 
the responsibilities of adult life.










3.
 
emotionally and mentally mature




•
 
an effort to be adult and civilized.










4.
 
sexually explicit or pornographic (used euphemistically to refer to a movie, book, or magazine).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
adultus

 , past participle of 
adolescere

 ‘grow to maturity’ (see adolescent
 ).





adult education






noun




educational programs or courses for adults who are out of school or college.













adulterant

 
/əˈdəltərənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance used to adulterate another.








II.
 
adjective




used in adulterating something.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
adulterant-

 ‘corrupting,’ from the verb 
adulterare

 (see adulterate
 ).






adulterate

 
/əˈdəltəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
render (something) poorer in quality by adding another substance, typically an inferior one




•
 
the meat was ground fine and adulterated with potato flour.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adulteration

 
/əˌdəltəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
adulterator

 
/əˈdəltəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an adjective meaning ‘spurious’): from Latin 
adulterat-

 ‘corrupted,’ from the verb 
adulterare

 .





adulterer

 
/əˈdəltərər/





I.
 
noun




a person who commits adultery.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from the obsolete verb 
adulter

 ‘commit adultery,’ from Latin 
adulterare

 ‘debauch, corrupt,’ replacing an earlier Middle English noun 
avouterer

 , from Old French 
avoutrer

 ‘commit adultery,’ likewise from Latin 
adulterare

 .





adulteress

 
/əˈdəlt(ə)rəs/






noun




a female adulterer.













adulterine

 
/əˈdəlt(ə)rən əˈdəltəˌrēn əˈdəltəˌrīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a child) born as the result of an adulterous relationship.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 illegal, unlicensed, or spurious




•
 
an adulterine castle.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘due to adulteration’): from Latin 
adulterinus

 , from 
adulterare

 ‘debauch, corrupt.’





adulterous

 
/əˈdəlt(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving adultery




•
 
an adulterous affair.














II.
 
derivatives





adulterously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the obsolete noun 
adulter

 ‘adulterer’ (see adultery
 ) + -ous
 .






adultery

 
/əˈdəlt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not his or her spouse




•
 
she was 
committing adultery with

 a much younger man.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from the obsolete noun 
adulter

 , from Latin 
adulter

 ‘adulterer,’ replacing an earlier form 
avoutrie

 , from Old French 
avouterie

 , likewise based on Latin 
adulter

 .





adultescent

 
/ˌad(ə)lˈtesənt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a middle-aged person whose clothes, interests, and activities are typically associated with youth culture.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
adult

 and 
adolescent

 .





adulthood

 
/əˈdəltho͝od ˈadəltho͝od/






noun




the state or condition of being fully grown or mature




•
 
the crucial years between adolescence and adulthood




•
 
most of the larvae die, although some survive to adulthood.



















adumbrate

 
/ˈadəmˌbrāt əˈdəmˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 report or represent in outline




•
 
James Madison adumbrated the necessity that the Senate be somewhat insulated from public passions.










2.
 


‹formal›

 indicate faintly




•
 
the walls were not more than adumbrated by the meager light.










3.
 


‹formal›

 foreshadow or symbolize




•
 
what qualities in Christ are adumbrated by the vine?










4.
 


‹formal›

 overshadow




•
 
her happy reminiscences were adumbrated by consciousness of something else.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adumbration

 
/ˌadəmˈbrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
adumbrative

 
/əˈdəmbrətiv, ˈadəmˌbrā- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
adumbrat-

 ‘shaded,’ from the verb 
adumbrare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ (as an intensifier) + 
umbrare

 ‘cast a shadow’ (from 
umbra

 ‘shade’).





Advaita

 
/ədˈvīdə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 a Vedantic doctrine that identifies the individual self (atman) with the ground of reality (brahman). It is associated especially with the Indian philosopher Shankara (
c

 788–820).











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘nonduality.’





ad valorem

 
/ˌad vəˈlôrəm/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(of the levying of tax or customs duties) in proportion to the estimated value of the goods or transaction concerned.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘according to the value.’






advance

 
/ədˈvans/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move forward, typically in a purposeful way




•
 
the troops 
advanced on

 the capital




•
 
she stood up and advanced toward him.










2.
 
make progress




•
 
our knowledge is advancing all the time.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an event) to occur at an earlier date than planned




•
 
I advanced the date of the meeting by several weeks.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — promote or help the progress of (a person, cause, or plan)




•
 
it was a chance to advance his own interests.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put forward (a theory or suggestion)




•
 
the hypothesis I wish to advance in this article.










6.
 
(especially of shares of stock) increase in price




•
 
two stocks advanced for every one that fell.










7.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — lend (money) to (someone)




•
 
the bank advanced them a loan.










8.
 
pay (money) to (someone) before it is due




•
 
he advanced me a month's salary.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a forward movement




•
 
the rebels' advance on Madrid was well under way




•
 


‹figurative›

 the advance of civilization.










2.
 
a development or improvement




•
 
genuine 
advances in

 engineering techniques




•
 
decades of great scientific advance.










3.
 
an increase or rise in amount, value, or price




•
 
bond prices posted vigorous advances.










4.
 
an amount of money paid before it is due or for work only partly completed




•
 
the author was paid a $250,000 advance




•
 
I asked for an 
advance on

 next month's salary.










5.
 
a loan




•
 
an advance from the bank.










6.
 
(usu. 
advances

 )
 — an approach made to someone, typically with the aim of initiating a sexual encounter




•
 
women accused him of 
making

 improper 
advances

 .














III.
 
adjective




done, sent, or supplied beforehand




•
 
advance notice




•
 
advance payment.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in advance






ahead in time




•
 
you need to book weeks in advance.















2.
 
in advance of






ahead of in time or space; before




•
 
we went on ahead in advance of the main group.


















V.
 
derivatives





advancer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avance

 (noun), 
avancer

 (verb), from late Latin 
abante

 ‘in front,’ from 
ab

 ‘from’ + 
ante

 ‘before.’ The initial 
a-

 was erroneously assimilated to ad-
 in the 16th cent.





advanced

 
/ədˈvanst/






adjective



1.
 
far on or ahead in development or progress




•
 
negotiations are at an advanced stage




•
 
the cancer is hopelessly advanced




•
 
people of advanced years.










2.
 
new and not yet generally accepted




•
 
his advanced views made him unpopular.



















advanced degree






noun




a postgraduate degree, especially a master's degree or a doctorate.













advanced gas-cooled reactor

 
/ədˈvanst ɡas ko͞old rēˈaktər /

 
AGR






noun




a nuclear reactor in which the coolant is carbon dioxide, with uranium oxide fuel clad in steel and using graphite as a moderator.













advance directive






noun




a written statement of a person's wishes regarding medical treatment, often including a living will, made to ensure those wishes are carried out should the person be unable to communicate them to a doctor.













advanced placement

 


‹trademark›

 Advanced Placement
 , AP






noun




the placement of a student in a high school course that offers college credit if successfully completed


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
advanced placement English and chemistry courses.



















advance guard

 
/ədˈvans ɡärd/






noun




a body of soldiers preceding and making preparations for the main body of an army.













advance man






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who visits a location before the arrival of an important visitor to make the appropriate arrangements.













advancement

 
/ədˈvansmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of promoting a cause or plan




•
 
their lives were devoted to the advancement of science.










2.
 
the promotion of a person in rank or status




•
 
opportunities for career advancement.










3.
 
development or improvement




•
 
technological advancements.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avancement

 , from 
avancer

 ‘to advance.’






advantage

 
/ədˈvan(t)ij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a condition or circumstance that puts one in a favorable or superior position




•
 
companies with a computerized database are 
at an advantage






•
 
she had an 
advantage over

 her mother's generation.










2.
 
the opportunity to gain something; benefit or profit




•
 
you could learn something 
to

 your 
advantage






•
 
he saw some advantage in the proposal.










3.
 
a favorable or desirable circumstance or feature; a benefit




•
 
the village's proximity to the town is an advantage.










4.
 


[Tennis]

 a player's score in a game when they have won the first point after deuce (and will win the game if they win the next point).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put in a favorable or more favorable position.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have the advantage of








‹dated›

 be in a stronger position than.









2.
 
take advantage of





a.
 
make unfair demands on (someone) who cannot or will not resist; exploit or make unfair use of for one's own benefit




•
 
people tend to take advantage of a placid nature.










b.
 


‹dated›

 (used euphemistically) seduce.




c.
 
make good use of the opportunities offered by (something)




•
 
take full advantage of the facilities available.















3.
 
to advantage






in a way that displays or makes good use of the best aspects of something




•
 
her shoes showed off her legs to advantage




•
 
plan your space 
to

 its 
best advantage

 .















4.
 
turn something to advantage (or to one's advantage)






handle or respond to something in such a way as to benefit from it.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avantage

 , from 
avant

 ‘in front,’ from late Latin 
abante

 (see advance
 ).





advantaged

 
/ədˈvan(t)ijd/






adjective




having a comparatively favorable position, typically in terms of economic or social circumstances




•
 
children from less advantaged homes.



















advantageous

 
/advənˈtājəs advanˈtājəs/





I.
 
adjective




involving or creating favorable circumstances that increase the chances of success or effectiveness; beneficial




•
 
the scheme is 
advantageous to

 your company




•
 
we are in an advantageous position.














II.
 
derivatives





advantageously

 
/adv(ə)nˈtājəslē advanˈtājəslē /






adverb





















advection

 
/adˈvekSHən/





I.
 
noun




the transfer of heat or matter by the flow of a fluid, especially horizontally in the atmosphere or the sea.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
advect

 
/-ˈvekt /






verb













2.
 
advective

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
advectio(n-)

 , from 
advehere

 ‘bring,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
vehere

 ‘carry.’





advent

 
/ˈadˌvent/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event




•
 
the advent of television.










2.
 
(
Advent

 )
 — the first season of the Christian church year, leading up to Christmas and including the four preceding Sundays.




3.
 
(
Advent

 )
 — 

[Christian Theology]

 the coming or second coming of Christ.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
adventus

 ‘arrival,’ from 
advenire

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





Advent calendar






noun




a calendar containing small numbered flaps, one of which is opened on each day of Advent, typically to reveal a picture appropriate to the season.














Adventist

 
/ˈadˌven(t)əst/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of various Christian sects emphasizing belief in the imminent second coming of Christ.

See also Seventh-day Adventist
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Adventism

 
/ˈadˌvenˌtizəm /






noun





















adventitia

 
/ˌadvenˈtiSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




the outermost layer of the wall of a blood vessel.








II.
 
derivatives





adventitial






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
(tunica) adventitia

 ‘additional (sheath).’





adventitious

 
/ˌadvenˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening or carried on according to chance rather than design or inherent nature




•
 
my adventures were always adventitious, always thrust on me.










2.
 
coming from outside; not native




•
 
the adventitious population.










3.
 


[Biology]

 formed accidentally or in an unusual anatomical position




•
 
propagation of sour cherries by adventitious shoots.










4.
 


[Botany]

 (of a root) growing directly from the stem or other upper part of a plant.








II.
 
derivatives





adventitiously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
adventicius

 ‘coming to us from abroad’ (from 
advenire

 ‘arrive’) + -ous
 (see also -itious
 2
 ).





Advent Sunday






noun




the first Sunday in Advent, falling on or near November 30.














adventure

 
/adˈven(t)SHər ədˈven(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unusual and exciting, typically hazardous, experience or activity




•
 
her recent adventures in Italy.










2.
 
daring and exciting activity calling for enterprise and enthusiasm




•
 
she traveled the world in search of adventure




•
 
a sense of adventure.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a commercial speculation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 engage in hazardous and exciting activity, especially the exploration of unknown territory




•
 
they had 
adventured into

 the forest.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 put (something, especially money or one's life) at risk




•
 
he adventured $3,000 in the purchase of land.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aventure

 (noun), 
aventurer

 (verb), based on Latin 
adventurus

 ‘about to happen,’ from 
advenire

 ‘arrive.’





adventure game






noun




a type of computer game in which the participant plays a fantasy role in an episodic adventure story.













adventurer

 
/adˈven(t)SHərər ədˈven(t)SHərər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who enjoys or seeks adventure.




2.
 
a person willing to take risks or use dishonest methods for personal gain




•
 
a political adventurer.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a financial speculator.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a mercenary soldier.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a gambler): from French 
aventurier

 , from 
aventurer

 ‘venture upon’ (see adventure
 ).





adventuresome

 
/adˈvenCHərsəm, əd-/





I.
 
adjective




given to adventures or to running risks; adventurous




•
 
three adventuresome, energetic boys.














II.
 
derivatives





adventuresomeness






noun





















adventuress

 
/ədˈvenCH(ə)rəs/






noun



1.
 
a woman who enjoys or seeks adventure.




2.
 
a woman who seeks social or financial advancement by dishonest or unscrupulous methods




•
 
a sexual adventuress scheming to make a profitable marriage.



















adventure travel

 
adventure tourism





I.
 
noun




a type of tourism involving travel to remote or exotic locations in order to take part in physically challenging outdoor activities




•
 
the search for a brush with danger is not confined to Africa and Asia where adventure tourism is booming.














II.
 
derivatives





adventure traveler

 
adventure tourist






noun





















adventurism

 
/ədˈvenCHəˌrizəm adˈvenCHəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the willingness to take risks in business or politics (especially in the context of foreign policy); actions, tactics, or attitudes regarded as daring or reckless.








II.
 
derivatives





adventurist

 
/ədˈven(t)SHəˌrəst adˈven(t)SHəˌrəst /






noun, adjective





















adventurous

 
/adˈven(t)SHərəs ədˈven(t)SHərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
willing to take risks or to try out new methods, ideas, or experiences




•
 
let's be adventurous




•
 
an adventurous traveler.










2.
 
involving new ideas or methods




•
 
they wanted more adventurous meals.










3.
 
full of excitement




•
 
my life couldn't be more adventurous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
adventurously

 
/adˈven(t)SH(ə)rəslē ədˈven(t)SH(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
adventurousness

 
/adˈven(t)SH(ə)rəsnəs ədˈven(t)SH(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aventureus

 , from 
aventure

 (see adventure
 ).





Advent wreath






noun




a wreath of evergreen foliage in which four candles are set, one to be lit on each Sunday of Advent.













adverb

 
/ˈadˌvərb/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word or phrase that modifies or qualifies an adjective, verb, or other adverb or a word group, expressing a relation of place, time, circumstance, manner, cause, degree, etc. (e.g., 
gently

 , 
quite

 , 
then

 , 
there

 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
adverbium

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ (expressing addition) + 
verbum

 ‘word, verb.’





adverbial

 
/adˈvərbēəl /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




like or relating to an adverb.








II.
 
noun




a word or phrase functioning like an adverb.








III.
 
derivatives





adverbially

 
/adˈvərbēəlē /






adverb





















advergame

 
/ˈadvərˌɡām/





I.
 
noun




a downloadable or Internet-based computer game that advertises a brand-name product by featuring it as part of the game.








II.
 
derivatives





advergaming






noun



















– origin

 blend of 
advertisement

 and 
game

 .






adversarial

 
/ˌadvərˈserēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or characterized by conflict or opposition




•
 
industry and government had an adversarial relationship.










2.
 
opposed; hostile




•
 
the reviewer’s presumed adversarial relationship to his subject.










3.
 


[Law]

 (of a trial or legal procedure) in which the parties in a dispute have the responsibility for finding and presenting evidence




•
 
equality between prosecution and defense is essential in an adversarial system of justice.







Compare with inquisitorial
 .








II.
 
derivatives





adversarially






adverb





















adversary

 
/ˈadvərˌserē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one's opponent in a contest, conflict, or dispute




•
 
Davis beat his old adversary in the quarterfinals.










2.
 
(
the Adversary

 )
 — the Devil.








II.
 
adjective




another term for adversarial
 :




•
 
the confrontations of adversary politics.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
adversarie

 , from Latin 
adversarius

 ‘opposed, opponent,’ from 
adversus

 (see adverse
 ).





adversative

 
/ədˈvərsədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a word or phrase) expressing opposition or antithesis.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
adversatif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
adversativus

 , from Latin 
adversari

 ‘oppose,’ from 
adversus

 (see adverse
 ).






adverse

 
/adˈvərs ˈadˌvərs/





I.
 
adjective




preventing success or development; harmful; unfavorable




•
 
taxes are having an 
adverse effect

 on production




•
 


adverse

 weather 
conditions

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
advers

 , from Latin 
adversus

 ‘against, opposite,’ past participle of 
advertere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’ Compare with averse
 . / 
usage:

 
Adverse

 means ‘hostile, unfavorable, opposed,’ and is usually applied to situations, conditions, or events—not to people: the dry weather has had an 
adverse

 effect on the garden. 
Averse

 is related in origin and also has the sense of ‘opposed,’ but is usually employed to describe a person's attitude: I would not be 
averse

 to making the repairs myself. See also usage at averse
 .





adversely

 
/ˈadvərslē/






adverb




in a way that prevents success or development; harmfully or unfavorably




•
 
his self-confidence was adversely affected for years to come.



















adverse possession






noun






[Law]

 the occupation of land to which another person has title with the intention of possessing it as one's own.













adversity

 
/ədˈvərsədē/





I.
 
noun




difficulties; misfortune




•
 
resilience in the face of adversity




•
 
she overcame many adversities.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
adversite

 , from Latin 
adversitas

 , from 
advertere

 ‘turn toward.’





advert1


 
/ˈadˌvərt/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an advertisement.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.






advert2


 
/adˈvərt ədˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
advert to

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 refer to in speaking or writing




•
 
he had failed to advert to the consequences that his conduct was having.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
avertire

 , from Latin 
advertere

 ‘turn toward’ (see adverse
 ). The original sense was ‘turn one's attention to,’ later ‘bring to someone's attention.’






advertise

 
/ˈadvərˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe or draw attention to (a product, service, or event) in a public medium in order to promote sales or attendance




•
 
a billboard advertising beer




•
 
many rugs are 
advertised as

 machine washable




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we had a chance to advertise on television.










2.
 
seek to fill (a vacancy) by putting a notice in a newspaper or other medium




•
 
for every job we advertise we get a hundred applicants




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
advertised for

 dancers in the trade papers.










3.
 
make (a quality or fact) known




•
 
Meryl coughed briefly to advertise her presence.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 notify (someone) of something




•
 
some prisoners 
advertised

 the French 
of

 this terrible danger.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
advertiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
advertir

 , from Latin 
advertere

 ‘turn toward’ (see advert
 2
 ).






advertisement

 
/ˈadvərˌtīzmənt ədˈvərdizmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a notice or announcement in a public medium promoting a product, service, or event or publicizing a job vacancy




•
 


advertisements for

 alcoholic drinks




•
 
we received only two replies to our advertisement.










2.
 
(
advertisement for

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing regarded as a means of recommending something




•
 
unhappy clients are not a good advertisement for the company.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a notice to readers in a book.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a statement calling attention to something): from Old French 
advertissement

 , from the verb 
advertir

 (see advertise
 ).





advertiser

 
/ˈadvərtīzər/






noun




a person or company that advertises a product, service, or event




•
 
kids hate it when advertisers try too hard to target them on their level.



















advertising

 
/ˈadvərˌtīziNG/






noun




the activity or profession of producing advertisements for commercial products or services




•
 
movie audiences are receptive to advertising




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an advertising agency.



















advertising campaign






noun




an organized course of action to promote a product or service




•
 
the launch was accompanied by a high-profile advertising campaign.



















advertorial

 
/ˌadvərˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
noun




a newspaper or magazine advertisement giving information about a product in the style of an editorial or objective journalistic article.











– origin

 1960s: blend of advertisement
 and editorial
 .






advice

 
/ədˈvīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
guidance or recommendations concerning prudent future action, typically given by someone regarded as knowledgeable or authoritative




•
 
she visited the island 
on

 her doctor's 
advice






•
 
even successful businessmen 
asked

 his 
advice

 .










2.
 
a formal notice of a financial transaction




•
 
remittance advices.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 information; news




•
 
fresh advices from Europe.














II.
 
phrases





take advice





a.
 
obtain information and guidance, typically from an expert




•
 
he should take advice from his accountant.










b.
 
(usu. 
take someone's advice

 )
 — act according to recommendations given




•
 
he took my advice and put his house up for sale.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avis

 , based on Latin 
ad

 ‘to’ + 
visum

 , past participle of 
videre

 ‘to see.’ The original sense was ‘way of looking at something, judgment,’ hence later ‘an opinion given.’





advisability

 
/ədˌvīzəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being advisable or sensible; wisdom




•
 
many questioned the advisability of this policy.



















advisable

 
/ədˈvīzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
(of a course of action) to be recommended; sensible




•
 
it is advisable to carry one of the major credit cards




•
 
early booking is advisable.














II.
 
derivatives





advisably

 
/ədˈvīzəblē /






adverb






















advise

 
/ədˈvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
offer suggestions about the best course of action to someone


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
I advised him to go home




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he advised caution




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
advise against

 sending cash by mail




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Go to Paris,” he advised.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — recommend (something)




•
 
sleeping pills are not advised.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — inform (someone) about a fact or situation, typically in a formal or official way




•
 
you will be advised of the requirements




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
the lawyer advised the court that his client wished to give evidence.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aviser

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
visere

 , frequentative of 
videre

 ‘to see.’ The original senses included ‘look at’ and ‘consider,’ hence ‘consider jointly, consult with others.’





advised

 
/ədˈvīzd/






adjective




behaving as someone, especially the speaker, would recommend; sensible; wise




•
 
the department 
would be advised to

 do some research.



















advisedly

 
/ədˈvīzidlē/






adverb




deliberately and after consideration (used especially of what might appear a mistake or oversight)




•
 
I've used the term “old” advisedly.



















advisee

 
/ədˌvīˈzē, ˌadˌvīˈzē/






noun




a person who is being advised by someone.













advisement

 
/ədˈvīzmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 careful consideration.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 advice or counsel.








II.
 
phrases





take something under advisement








(N. Amer.)

 reserve judgment while considering something.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avisement

 , from 
aviser

 ‘look at’ (see advise
 ).





adviser

 
/ədˈvīzər /

 
advisor





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who gives advice, typically someone who is expert in a particular field




•
 
the military 
adviser to

 the president.










2.
 
in a school, college, or university, a teacher or staff counselor who helps a student plan a course of study




•
 
my adviser might switch me back into Wasserman's class.

















usage:

 The spellings 
adviser

 and 
advisor

 are both correct. 
Adviser

 is more common, but 
advisor

 is also widely used, especially in North America. 
Adviser

 may be seen as less formal, while 
advisor

 often suggests an official position.





advisory

 
/ədˈvīzərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or consisting in the power to make recommendations but not to take action enforcing them




•
 
an independent advisory committee




•
 
the Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the government.










2.
 
recommended but not compulsory




•
 
universities may treat the recommendations as advisory.














II.
 
noun




an official announcement, typically a warning about bad weather conditions




•
 
a frost advisory.



















advocacy

 
/ˈadvəkəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
public support for or recommendation of a particular cause or policy




•
 
their 
advocacy of

 traditional family values.










2.
 
the profession or work of a legal advocate.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
advocatia

 , from 
advocare

 ‘summon, call to one's aid’ (see advocate
 ).






advocate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈadvəkət /



1.
 
a person who publicly supports or recommends a particular cause or policy




•
 
he was an untiring 
advocate of

 economic reform.










2.
 
a person who pleads on someone else's behalf




•
 
care managers can become advocates for their clients.










3.
 
a pleader in a court of law; a lawyer




•
 
Marshall was a skilled advocate but a mediocre judge.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈadvəˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly recommend or support




•
 
they advocated an ethical foreign policy.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
advocation

 
/ˌadvəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
advocator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avocat

 , from Latin 
advocatus

 , past participle (used as a noun) of 
advocare

 ‘call (to one's aid),’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





advowson

 
/ədˈvouz(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




(in English ecclesiastical law) the right to recommend a member of the Anglican clergy for a vacant benefice, or to make such an appointment.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘guardianship or patronage of a religious house or benefice,’ with the obligation to defend it and speak for it): from Old French 
avoeson

 , from Latin 
advocatio(n-)

 , from 
advocare

 ‘summon’ (see advocate
 ).





advt.






noun






‹informal›

 (as written abbreviation) an advertisement




•
 
in case the advt. is not accepted, the payment made by the advertiser will be refunded.



















adware

 
/ˈadwer/






noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 software that automatically displays or downloads advertising material (often unwanted) when a user is online.













Adygea

 
/ˌadəˈɡāə/






an autonomous republic in the northwestern Caucasus in southwestern Russia; pop. 440,500 (est. 2009); capital, Maikop. Its population is largely Muslim. Full name 
Adygei Autonomous Republic

 .









adytum

 
/ˈadədəm/





I.
 
noun




the innermost sanctuary of an ancient Greek temple.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
aduton

 , neuter singular of 
adutos

 ‘impenetrable,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
duein

 ‘enter.’





adze

 
/adz /

 


‹US›

 adz





I.
 
noun




a tool similar to an ax with an arched blade at right angles to the handle, used for cutting or shaping large pieces of wood.











– origin

 Old English 
adesa

 , of unknown origin.






adzuki

 
/adˈzo͞okē /

 
adzuki bean





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, round, dark-red edible bean.




2.
 
the bushy leguminous Asian plant that produces the adzuki bean.

[
Vigna angularis

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Japanese 
azuki

 .





AE






abbreviation




autoexposure.














Æ

 
æ






noun




a ligatured letter used in Old English to represent either a long sound like that in modern American English 
hair

 or the short vowel of 
hat

 ; currently used in some phonetic alphabets to represent the vowel of 
hat

 , which is symbolized in this dictionary by (see ash
 2
 ).













-ae





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming plural nouns:




2.
 
used in names of animal and plant families and other groups




•
 
Felidae




•
 
Gymnospermae.










3.
 
used instead of 
-as

 in the plural of many nonnaturalized or unfamiliar nouns ending in 
-a

 derived from Latin or Greek




•
 
alumnae




•
 
larvae.

















– origin

 representing Latin plural, or the Greek plural ending 
-ai

 of some nouns.





AEC






abbreviation






‹historical›

 Atomic Energy Commission.













aedile

 
/ˈēdīl/





I.
 
noun






[Roman History]

 either of two (later four) Roman magistrates responsible for public buildings and originally also for the public games and the supply of grain to the city.








II.
 
derivatives





aedileship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
aedilis

 ‘concerned with buildings,’ from 
aedes

 ‘building.’





AEF






abbreviation




American Expeditionary Forces.













Aegean

 
/əˈjēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the region comprising the Aegean Sea and its coasts and islands.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the Aegean

 )


1.
 
the Aegean Sea or its region.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Aigaios

 + -ean
 .





Aegean Islands






a group of islands in the Aegean Sea that form a region of Greece. The principal islands in the group are Chios, Samos, Lesbos, the Cyclades, and the Dodecanese.









Aegean Sea

 
/əˈjēən ˌsē āˈjēən ˌsē/






a part of the Mediterranean Sea that lies between Greece and Turkey, bounded on the south by Crete and Rhodes and linked to the Black Sea by the Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmara, and the Bosporus.









aegis

 
/ˈējis/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the protection, backing, or support of a particular person or organization




•
 
negotiations were conducted 
under the aegis of

 the UN.










2.
 
(in classical art and mythology) an attribute of Zeus and Athena (or their Roman counterparts Jupiter and Minerva) usually represented as a goatskin shield.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting armor or a shield, especially that of a god): via Latin from Greek 
aigis

 ‘shield of Zeus.’





Aegisthus

 
/əˈjisTHəs ēˈjisTHəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Thyestes and lover of Agamemnon's wife Clytemnestra.









Aelfric

 
/ˈalfrik ˈalfriCH/






(
c.

 955–
c.

 1020) Anglo-Saxon monk, writer, and grammarian; called 
Grammaticus

 . He wrote 
Lives of the Saints

 (993–996).









-aemia






combining form




British spelling of -emia
 .













Aeneas

 
/əˈnēəs /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›







a Trojan leader, son of Anchises and Aphrodite, and legendary ancestor of the Romans. When Troy fell to the Greeks he escaped and after wandering for many years eventually reached Italy. The story of his voyage is recounted in Virgil's 
Aeneid

 .










Aeneid

 
/əˈnēəd/






a Latin epic poem in twelve books by Virgil, which relates the travels and experiences of Aeneas after the fall of Troy.










aeolian

 
/ēˈōlēən /

 


‹US›

 eolian





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Geology]

 relating to or arising from the action of the wind




•
 
fluvial and eolian sediments.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from the name Aeolus
 + -ian
 .






aeolian harp






noun




a stringed instrument that produces musical sounds when a current of air passes through it.














Aeolian Islands

 
/ēˈōlēən, āˈōlēən/






another name for Lipari Islands
 .









Aeolian mode





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale A–A (containing a minor 3rd, 6th, and 7th).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
Aeolius

 ‘from 
Aeolis

 ’ (an ancient coastal district of Asia Minor) + -an
 .






Aeolus

 
/ˈēələs ēˈōləs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the god of the winds.







– origin

 from Greek 
Aiolos

 , from 
aiolos

 ‘swift, changeable.’






aepyornis

 
/ˌēpēˈôrnəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for elephant bird
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
aipus

 ‘high’ + 
ornis

 ‘bird.’





aerate

 
/ˈerāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce air into (a material)




•
 
she would aerate the lawn with high heels.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aeration

 
/eˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
aerator

 
/ˈeˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
aer

 ‘air’ + -ate
 3
 , influenced by French 
aérer

 .





aerenchyma

 
/ˌeˈreNGkəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a soft plant tissue containing air spaces, found especially in many aquatic plants.








II.
 
derivatives





aerenchymatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
aēr

 ‘air’ + 
enkhuma

 ‘infusion.’





aerial

 
/ˈerēəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing, happening, or operating in the air




•
 
an aerial battle




•
 
an intrepid aerial adventurer.










2.
 
coming or carried out from the air, especially using aircraft




•
 
aerial bombardment of civilian targets




•
 
aerial photography.










3.
 
(of part of a plant) growing above ground




•
 
knobby sections of aerial roots.










4.
 
(of a bird) spending much of its time in flight.




5.
 
of or in the atmosphere; atmospheric.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for antenna
 (
sense

 2):




•
 
jiggle the aerial on the radio.










2.
 
(
aerials

 )
 — a type of maneuver in gymnastics, skiing, or surfing involving freestyle jumps or somersaults.








III.
 
derivatives





aerially






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘thin as air, imaginary’): via Latin 
aerius

 from Greek 
aerios

 (from 
aēr

 ‘air’) + -al
 .





aerialist

 
/ˈerēələst/






noun




a person who performs acrobatics high above the ground on a tightrope or trapezes.













aerial ladder






noun




a long extension ladder, especially on a fire engine, used to reach high places.














aerial perspective






noun






[Art]

 the technique of representing more distant objects as fainter and more blue.













aerie

 
/ˈerē ˈirē /

 
eyrie





I.
 
noun




a large nest of a bird of prey, especially an eagle, typically built high in a tree or on a cliff.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
aeria

 , 
aerea

 , 
eyria

 , probably from Old French 
aire

 , from Latin 
area

 ‘level piece of ground,’ in late Latin ‘nest of a bird of prey.’





aero

 
/ˈerō/






adjective



1.
 
short for aerodynamic
 :




•
 
the cars have a lower, more aero front end.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 short for aeronautical
 (see aeronautics
 ):




•
 
an aero club




•
 
an aero engine.




















aero-

 
/ˈerō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or relating to air




•
 
aerobe




•
 
aerobics.










2.
 
of or relating to aviation




•
 
aerodynamics




•
 
aeronautics.

















– origin

 from Greek 
aēr

 ‘air.’





aerobatics

 
/ˌerəˈbadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
feats of spectacular flying performed in one or more aircraft to entertain an audience on the ground.








II.
 
derivatives





aerobatic

 
/ˈˌerōˈbadik ˌerəˈbadik /






adjective



















– origin

 World War I: from aero-
 + a shortened form of acrobatics
 .






aerobe

 
/ˈerōb/





I.
 
noun




a microorganism that grows in the presence of air or requires oxygen for growth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
aēr

 ‘air’ + 
bios

 ‘life.’





aerobic

 
/əˈrōbik eˈrōbik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 relating to, involving, or requiring free oxygen




•
 
simple aerobic bacteria.










2.
 


[Biology]

 relating to or denoting exercise that improves or is intended to improve the efficiency of the body's cardiovascular system in absorbing and transporting oxygen.








II.
 
derivatives





aerobically






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from aero-
 + Greek 
bios

 ‘life’ + -ic
 .





aerobics

 
/əˈrōbiks eˈrōbiks/






plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
vigorous exercises, such as swimming or walking, designed to strengthen the heart and lungs.













aerobiology

 
/ˌerōˌbīˈäləjē/






noun




the study of airborne microorganisms, pollen, spores, and seeds, especially as agents of infection.













aerobrake

 
/ˈerōˌbrāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 cause a spacecraft to slow down by flying through a planet's rarefied atmosphere to produce aerodynamic drag.








II.
 
noun




a mechanism for aerobraking.













aerodrome

 
/ˈerəˌdrōm/






noun




British term for airdrome
 .














aerodynamic

 
/ˌerōˌdīˈnamik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to aerodynamics




•
 
aerodynamic forces.










2.
 
of or having a shape that reduces the drag from air moving past




•
 
the plane has a more aerodynamic shape.














II.
 
derivatives





aerodynamically

 
/ˌerōˌdīˈnamək(ə)lē /






adverb





















aerodynamics

 
/ˌerōˌdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the properties of moving air, and especially of the interaction between the air and solid bodies moving through it.




2.
 
the properties of a solid object regarding the manner in which air flows around it.




3.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the properties of aerodynamics insofar as they result in maximum efficiency of motion.








II.
 
derivatives





aerodynamicist

 
/-ˈnaməsist /






noun





















aerodyne

 
/ˈerəˌdīn/






noun




any heavier-than-air aircraft that derives its lift principally from aerodynamic forces.













aeroelasticity

 
/ˌe(ə)rō-iˌlaˈstisitē, -ˌēla-/





I.
 
noun




the science of the interaction between aerodynamic forces and nonrigid structures.








II.
 
derivatives





aeroelastic

 
/-iˈlastik /






adjective





















aerofoil

 
/ˈerəˌfoil/






noun




British term for airfoil
 .














aerogel

 
/ˈerəˌjel/






noun




a solid material of extremely low density, produced by removing the liquid component from a conventional gel.

Also called frozen smoke
 .














aerogramme

 
/ˈerəˌɡram /

 
aerogram






noun




a sheet of light paper folded and sealed to form a letter for sending by airmail.













aerolite

 
/ˈerəˌlīt/






noun




a stony meteorite, composed mainly of silicates.













aerology

 
/ˌeˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 the study of the atmosphere, especially away from ground level.








II.
 
derivatives





aerological

 
/ˌe(ə)rəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















aeromagnetic

 
/ˌerōmaɡˈnedik/






adjective




relating to or denoting the measurement of the earth's magnetic field using airborne instruments.













aeromedical

 
/ˌerōˈmedək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the use of aircraft for medical purposes such as transporting patients to a hospital.




2.
 
relating to medical issues associated with air travel.













aeromedicine

 
/ˌerōˈmedəsən/






noun




a branch of medicine concerned with the health consequences of air or space travel.














aeronaut

 
/ˈerəˌnôt/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a traveler in a hot-air balloon, airship, or other flying craft.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
aéronaute

 , from Greek 
aēr

 ‘air’ + 
nautēs

 ‘sailor.’






aeronautical

 
/ˌerəˈnôdikl /

 
aeronautic






adjective




relating to the science or practice of building or flying aircraft




•
 
he went on to study aeronautical engineering at the Air Force Academy.




















aeronautics

 
/ˌerəˈnôdiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science or practice of travel through the air.








II.
 
derivatives





aeronautic

 
/ˌerəˈnôdik /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
aeronautica

 ‘matters relating to aeronautics’ (see aeronaut
 ).





aeronomy

 
/eˈränəmē/






noun




the science of the upper atmosphere, especially those regions where there is significant ionization of gases.













aerophagia

 
/ˌe(ə)rəˈfājə, -jēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 the swallowing of air, whether deliberately to stimulate belching, accidentally, or as an involuntary habit.













aerophone

 
/ˈerəˌfōn/






noun






[Music]

 a wind instrument.













aeroplane

 
/ˈerəˌplān/





I.
 
noun




British term for airplane
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
aéroplane

 , from 
aéro-

 ‘air’ + Greek 
-planos

 ‘wandering.’





aeroponics

 
/ˌerōˈpäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a plant-cultivation technique in which the roots hang suspended in the air while nutrient solution is delivered to them in the form of a fine mist.








II.
 
derivatives





aeroponic






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: blend of aero-
 and hydroponics
 .





aeroshell

 
/ˈerōˌSHel/






noun




a casing that protects a spacecraft during re-entry.













aerosol

 
/ˈerəˌsôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance enclosed under pressure and able to be released as a fine spray, typically by means of a propellant gas.




2.
 
a container holding an aerosol.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colloidal suspension of particles dispersed in air or gas.











– origin

 1920s: from aero-
 + sol
 2
 .





aerosolize

 
/ˈe(ə)rəsôˌlīz, -sä-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 convert into a fine spray or colloidal suspension in air


(as 
adj.

 
aerosolized

 )


•
 
the drug is being tested in an aerosolized form.



















aerospace

 
/ˈerōˌspās/






noun




the branch of technology and industry concerned with both aviation and space flight.













aerostat

 
/ˈerəˌstat/





I.
 
noun




an airship or hot-air balloon, especially one that is tethered.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
aérostat

 , from Greek 
aēr

 ‘air’ + 
statos

 ‘standing.’





Aeschines

 
/ˈeskəˌnēz/






(
c.

 390–
c.

 314 
BC

 ), Athenian orator and statesman. He opposed Demosthenes' efforts to unite the Greek city states against Macedon.









Aeschylus

 
/ˈeskələs/






(
c.

 525–
c.

 456 
BC

 ), Greek dramatist. He is best known for his trilogy, the 
Oresteia

 (458 
BC

 ), consisting of the tragedies 
Agamemnon

 , 
Choephoroe

 , and 
Eumenides

 .









Aesculapian

 
/ˌeskəˈlāpēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 of or relating to medicine or physicians.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
Aesculapius

 , the name of the Roman god of medicine, + -ian
 .





Aesculapian snake






noun




a long, slender olive-brown to grayish snake found in Europe and southwestern Asia. In ancient times it was protected because of its mythical link with the god of healing, Aesculapius.

[
Elaphe longissima

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













Aesir

 
/ˈāzir, ˈāsir /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the Norse gods and goddesses collectively, including Odin, Thor, and Balder.









Aesop

 
/ˈēsäp/






(6th century 
BC

 ), Greek storyteller. The moral animal fables associated with Aesop were probably collected from many sources and initially communicated orally.









aesthete

 
/ˈesˌTHēt /

 
esthete





I.
 
noun




a person who has or affects to have a special appreciation of art and beauty.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
aisthētēs

 ‘a person who perceives,’ or from aesthetic
 , on the pattern of the pair 
athlete

 , 
athletic

 .






aesthetic

 
/esˈTHedik /

 
esthetic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with beauty or the appreciation of beauty




•
 
the pictures give great aesthetic pleasure.










2.
 
giving or designed to give pleasure through beauty; of pleasing appearance.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a set of principles underlying and guiding the work of a particular artist or artistic movement




•
 
the Cubist aesthetic.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to perception by the senses’): from Greek 
aisthētikos

 , from 
aisthēta

 ‘perceptible things,’ from 
aisthesthai

 ‘perceive.’ The sense ‘concerned with beauty’ was coined in German in the mid 18th cent. and adopted into English in the early 19th cent., but its use was controversial until late in the century.





aesthetically

 
/esˈTHediklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that gives pleasure through beauty




•
 
the buildings and gardens of the factory have been aesthetically designed and laid out.










2.
 
with regard to beauty




•
 
an aesthetically pleasing landscape




•
 
his naive use of rhyme makes his poetry sound aesthetically amateurish.



















aesthetician

 
/ˌesTHəˈtiSHən /

 
esthetician






noun



1.
 
a person who is knowledgeable about the nature and appreciation of beauty, especially in art.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a beautician.













aestheticism

 
/esˈTHedəˌsizəm/






noun




the approach to art exemplified by (but not restricted to) the Aesthetic Movement.













aestheticize

 
/esˈTHedəˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (something) as being beautiful or artistically pleasing.













Aesthetic Movement






a literary and artistic movement that flourished in England in the 1880s, devoted to “art for art's sake” and rejecting the notion that art should have a social or moral purpose. Its chief exponents included Oscar Wilde, Max Beerbohm, and Aubrey Beardsley.









aesthetics

 
/esˈTHediks /

 
esthetics






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a set of principles concerned with the nature and appreciation of beauty, especially in art.




2.
 
the branch of philosophy that deals with the principles of beauty and artistic taste.













aet.

 
aetat.






abbreviation




aetatis.













aetatis

 
/īˈtätis, ēˈtātis/





I.
 
adjective




of or at the age of




•
 
his son, aetatis 13, learned in nothing.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin.





AF






abbreviation



1.
 
air force.




2.
 
audio frequency.




3.
 
autofocus.













af-






prefix



1.
 
variant spelling of ad-
 .




2.
 
assimilated before 
f

 (as in 
affiliate

 , 
affirm

 ).













AFAIC






abbreviation




as far as I'm concerned




•
 
AFAIC, you're entitled to your opinion like everyone else




•
 
he can do no wrong, AFAIC.



















AFAIK






abbreviation






‹informal›

 as far as I know




•
 
none of his stories have been filmed, AFAIK.



















afar

 
/əˈfär/





I.
 
adverb






‹chiefly literary›

 at or to a distance




•
 
our hero traveled afar




•
 
for months he had loved her 
from afar

 .

















– origin

 Middle English 
of feor

 ‘from far.’





Afar

 
/ˈäˌfär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Afars)
 — a member of a people living in Djibouti, Eritrea, and Ethiopia.




2.
 
the Cushitic language of the Afar.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Afar or their language.











– origin

 from Afar 
qafar

 .





Afars and Issas, French Territory of the

 
/ˈäˌfärz ənd ēˈsäz/






former name (1946–77) of Djibouti
 .









AFB






abbreviation




Air Force Base.













AFC






abbreviation



1.
 
American Football Conference.




2.
 
automatic frequency control, a system in radios and television that keeps them tuned to an incoming signal.













AFDC






abbreviation




Aid to Families with Dependent Children, a federal assistance program replaced by TANF in 1997.













afeard

 
/əˈfird /

 
afeared





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 afraid.











– origin

 Old English, from 
āfǣran

 ‘frighten,’ from 
ā-

 (expressing intensity) + 
fǣran

 (see fear
 ); used commonly by Shakespeare, but rarely after 1700 in written form.





afebrile

 
/āˈfebrəl, -ˈfē-/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 not feverish.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘not’ + febrile
 .





affability

 
/ˌafəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being affable; geniality




•
 
an air of benign affability.



















affable

 
/ˈafəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




friendly, good-natured, or easy to talk to




•
 
an affable and agreeable companion.














II.
 
derivatives





affably

 
/ˈafəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
affabilis

 , from the verb 
affari

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
fari

 ‘speak.’





affair

 
/əˈfer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event or sequence of events of a specified kind or that has previously been referred to




•
 
the board admitted responsibility for the affair




•
 
I wanted the funeral to be a family affair.










2.
 
a matter that is a particular person's concern or responsibility




•
 
what you do in your spare time is your affair.










3.
 
(
affairs

 )
 — matters of public interest and importance




•
 
commissions were created to advise on foreign affairs.










4.
 
(
affairs

 )
 — business and financial dealings




•
 
his time was spent in winding up his affairs.










5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an object of a particular type




•
 
her dress was a black low-cut affair.










6.
 
a love affair




•
 
his wife is having an affair.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
afaire

 , from 
à faire

 ‘to do’; compare with ado
 .





affaire

 
/əˈfer /

 
affaire de
 , du cœur





I.
 
noun




a love affair.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘affair (of the heart).’





affect1


 
/əˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an effect on; make a difference to




•
 
the dampness began to affect my health




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
your attitude will 
affect how

 successful you are.










2.
 
touch the feelings of (someone); move emotionally




•
 
the atrocities he witnessed have affected him most deeply.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘attack as a disease’): from French 
affecter

 or Latin 
affect-

 ‘influenced, affected,’ from the verb 
afficere

 (see affect
 2
 ). / 
usage:

 
Affect

 and 
effect

 are both verbs and nouns, but only 
effect

 is common as a noun, usually meaning ‘a result, consequence, impression, etc.’: my father's warnings had no 
effect

 on my adventurousness. The noun 
affect

 is restricted almost entirely to psychology (see affect
 3
 ). As verbs, they are used differently. 
Affect

 most commonly means ‘produce an effect on, influence’: smoking during pregnancy can 
affect

 the baby's development. 
Affect

 also means ‘pretend to have or feel (something)’ (see affect
 2
 ): she affected a concern for those who had lost their jobs. 
Effect

 means ‘bring about’: the negotiators 
effected

 an agreement despite many difficulties.






affect2


 
/əˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pretend to have or feel (something)




•
 
as usual I affected a supreme unconcern




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
a book that affects to loathe the modern world.










2.
 
use, wear, or assume (something) pretentiously or so as to make an impression on others




•
 
an American who had affected a British accent.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
affecter

 or Latin 
affectare

 ‘aim at,’ frequentative of 
afficere

 ‘work on, influence,’ from 
ad-

 ‘at, to’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’ The original sense was ‘like, love,’ hence ‘(like to) use, assume, etc.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at affect
 1
 .






affect3


 
/ˈafekt əˈfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 emotion or desire, especially as influencing behavior or action.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
affectless






adjective













2.
 
affectlessness






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
affectus

 ‘disposition,’ from 
afficere

 ‘to influence’ (see affect
 2
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at affect
 1
 .





affectation

 
/ˌafekˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
behavior, speech, or writing that is artificial and designed to impress




•
 
the affectation of a man who measures every word for effect




•
 
she called the room her boudoir, which he thought an affectation.










2.
 
a studied display of real or pretended feeling




•
 
an affectation of calm.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
affectatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
affectare

 (see affect
 2
 ).





affected

 
/əˈfektəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
influenced or touched by an external factor




•
 
apply moist heat to the affected area.










2.
 
artificial, pretentious, and designed to impress




•
 
the gesture appeared both affected and stagy.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 disposed or inclined in a specified way




•
 
you might become differently affected toward him.














II.
 
derivatives





affectedly

 
/əˈfektədlē /






adverb





affected
 (
sense

 2)





















affected class






noun




a group adversely affected from a common cause, as defined by legislation, litigation, or prevailing practice




•
 
any employee in an affected class may volunteer to be laid off.



















affectedness

 
/əˈfektədnəs/






noun




the character or quality of being affected or pretentious




•
 
her lack of affectedness.



















affecting

 
/əˈfektiNG/





I.
 
adjective




touching the emotions; moving




•
 
a highly affecting account of her experiences in prison.














II.
 
derivatives





affectingly

 
/əˈfektiNGlē /






adverb






















affection

 
/əˈfekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gentle feeling of fondness or liking




•
 
she felt 
affection for

 the wise old lady




•
 
he won a place in her affections.










2.
 
physical expressions of affection




•
 
the prisoners crave affection and hence participate in sexual relationships.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the act or process of affecting or being affected.




4.
 
a condition of disease




•
 
an affection of the skin.










5.
 
a mental state; an emotion.








II.
 
derivatives





affectional

 
/əˈfekSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
affectio(n-)

 , from 
afficere

 ‘to influence’ (see affect
 2
 ).





affectionate

 
/əˈfekSH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
readily feeling or showing fondness or tenderness




•
 
a happy and affectionate family.










2.
 
expressing fondness




•
 
an affectionate kiss.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘disposed, inclined toward’): from French 
affectionné

 ‘beloved’ or medieval Latin 
affectionatus

 ‘devoted,’ from 
affectio(n-)

 , from 
afficere

 ‘to influence’ (see affect
 2
 ).





affectionately

 
/əˈfekSHənətlē/






adverb




in a way that displays fondness or tenderness




•
 
Tammy embraced the girl and kissed the top of her head affectionately.



















affective

 
/aˈfektiv/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Psychology]

 relating to moods, feelings, and attitudes




•
 
affective disorders.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
affectively






adverb













2.
 
affectivity

 
/əˌfekˈtivədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from late Latin 
affectivus

 , from 
afficere

 (see affect
 2
 ).






affective disorder






noun




another term for mood disorder
 .













Affenpinscher

 
/ˈäfənˌpin(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a small breed resembling a griffin.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from 
Affe

 ‘monkey’ + 
Pinscher

 ‘terrier.’






afferent

 
/ˈaf(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 conducting or conducted inward or toward something (for nerves, the central nervous system; for blood vessels, the organ supplied).

The opposite of efferent
 .








II.
 
noun




an afferent nerve fiber or vessel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
afferent-

 ‘bringing toward,’ from the verb 
afferre

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring.’






affiance

 
/əˈfīəns/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be affianced

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 be engaged to marry




•
 
Ann Elliott was 
affianced to

 Col. Lewis Morris.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
afiancer

 , from 
afier

 ‘promise, entrust,’ from medieval Latin 
affidare

 ‘declare on oath,’ from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
fides

 ‘trust.’





affiant

 
/əˈfīənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who swears to an affidavit.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, present participle of 
afier

 , from medieval Latin 
affidare

 ‘declare on oath’ (see affiance
 ).





affidavit

 
/ˌafəˈdāvit/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a written statement confirmed by oath or affirmation, for use as evidence in court.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘he has stated on oath,’ from 
affidare

 .






affiliate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈfilēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be affiliated with

 )


1.
 
officially attach or connect (a subsidiary group or a person) to an organization




•
 
the college is 
affiliated with

 the University of Wisconsin.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — officially join or become attached to an organization




•
 
the membership of the National Writers Union voted to 
affiliate with

 the United Auto Workers.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/əˈfilēət /



1.
 
a person or organization officially attached to a larger body




•
 
the company established links with British affiliates.














III.
 
derivatives





affiliative

 
/-ətiv, -ˌātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
affiliat-

 ‘adopted as a son,’ from the verb 
affiliare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
filius

 ‘son.’





affiliated

 
/əˈfilēˌādəd/






adjective




(of a subsidiary group or a person) officially attached or connected to an organization




•
 
affiliated union members




•
 
Microsoft and its affiliated companies.



















affiliate marketing






noun




a marketing arrangement by which an online retailer pays a commission to an external website for traffic or sales generated from its referrals




•
 
most of my earnings are from affiliate marketing, direct ad sales, and sponsored posts.



















affiliation

 
/əˌfilēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the state or process of affiliating or being affiliated




•
 
he had no particular affiliation, no close associates




•
 
his political affiliations.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
affiliatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
affiliare

 (see affiliate
 ).





affine

 
/əˈfīn, ˈafīn/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 allowing for or preserving parallel relationships.








II.
 
noun






[Anthropology]

 a relative by marriage.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun): from Old French 
afin

 or Latin 
affinis

 ‘related’ (see affinity
 ). The mathematical sense dates from the early 20th cent.





affined

 
/əˈfīnd/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 related or connected.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
affinis

 ‘related’ (see affinity
 ) + -ed
 1
 .






affinity

 
/əˈfinədē/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
affinity between/for/with

 )


1.
 
a spontaneous or natural liking or sympathy for someone or something




•
 
he has an affinity for the music of Berlioz.










2.
 
a similarity of characteristics suggesting a relationship, especially a resemblance in structure between animals, plants, or languages




•
 
a building with no 
affinity to

 contemporary architectural styles.










3.
 
relationship, especially by marriage as opposed to blood ties.




4.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 the degree to which a substance tends to combine with another




•
 
the affinity of hemoglobin for oxygen.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘relationship by marriage’): via Old French from Latin 
affinitas

 , from 
affinis

 ‘related’ (literally ‘bordering on’), from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
finis

 ‘border.’





affinity card






noun




a credit card carrying the name of an organization to which a portion of the money spent using the card is paid.













affinity group

 
/əˈfinədē ˌɡro͞op/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a group of people linked by a common interest or purpose.














affirm

 
/əˈfərm/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — state as a fact; assert strongly and publicly


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he affirmed the country's commitment to peace




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he affirmed that she was, indeed, a good editor




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Pessimism,” she affirmed, “is the most rational view.”










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — declare one's support for; uphold or defend




•
 
the referendum affirmed the republic's right to secede.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 accept or confirm the validity of (a judgment or agreement); ratify.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 make a formal declaration rather than taking an oath (e.g., to testify truthfully).




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 (of a court) uphold (a decision) on appeal.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — offer (someone) emotional support or encouragement




•
 
there are five common ways parents fail to affirm their children




•
 
good teachers know that students need to be both affirmed and challenged.










7.
 
give (life) a heightened sense of value, typically through the experience of something emotionally or spiritually uplifting




•
 
it is a rich and challenging motion picture that both affirms life and emphasizes its fragility.














II.
 
derivatives





affirmer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make firm’): via Old French from Latin 
affirmare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
firmus

 ‘strong.’





affirmation

 
/ˌafərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of affirming something or being affirmed




•
 
he nodded in affirmation




•
 
an affirmation of basic human values.










2.
 


[Law]

 a formal declaration by a person who declines to take an oath for reasons of conscience.




3.
 
emotional support or encouragement




•
 
the lack of one or both parents' affirmation leaves some children emotionally crippled.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
affirmation-

 , from the verb 
affirmare

 (see affirm
 ).






affirmative

 
/əˈfərmədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
agreeing with a statement or to a request




•
 
an affirmative answer.










2.
 
(of a vote) expressing approval or agreement.




3.
 
supportive, hopeful, or encouraging




•
 
the music's natural buoyancy and affirmative character.










4.
 
active or obligatory




•
 
they have an affirmative duty to stop crime in their buildings




•
 
using affirmative measures to influence human rights policies.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 stating that a fact is so; making an assertion.

Contrasted with interrogative
 and negative
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement of agreement with an assertion or request




•
 
he accepted her reply as an affirmative.










2.
 
(
the affirmative

 )
 — a position of agreement or confirmation




•
 
his answer veered toward the affirmative.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word or particle used in making assertions.




4.
 


[Logic]

 a statement asserting that something is true of the subject of a proposition.








III.
 
exclamation






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 expressing agreement with a statement or request; yes.








IV.
 
phrases





in the affirmative






so as to accept or agree to a statement or request




•
 
he answered the question in the affirmative.


















V.
 
derivatives





affirmatively

 
/əˈfərmədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘assertive, positive’): via Old French from late Latin 
affirmativus

 , from 
affirmare

 ‘assert’ (see affirm
 ).





affirmative action

 
/əˈfərmədiv ˈakSHən/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an action or policy favoring those who tend to suffer from discrimination, especially in relation to employment or education; positive discrimination.













affix





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈfiks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stick, attach, or fasten (something) to something else




•
 
he licked the stamp and 
affixed

 it 
to

 the envelope.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈaˌfiks /



1.
 


[Grammar]

 an additional element placed at the beginning or end of a root, stem, or word, or in the body of a word, to modify its meaning.

See also infix
 , prefix
 , suffix
 .








III.
 
derivatives





affixation

 
/ˌafikˈsāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
affixer

 or medieval Latin 
affixare

 , frequentative of Latin 
affigere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
figere

 ‘to fix.’





afflatus

 
/əˈflādəs/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a divine creative impulse or inspiration.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from the verb 
afflare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
flare

 ‘to blow.’






afflict

 
/əˈflikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a problem or illness) cause pain or suffering to; affect or trouble




•
 
serious ills afflict the industry




•
 
his younger child was afflicted with a skin disease




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the afflicted

 )
 
he comforted the afflicted.










2.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a celestial body) be in a stressful aspect with (another celestial body or a point on the ecliptic)




•
 
Jupiter is afflicted by Mars in opposition.














II.
 
derivatives





afflictive

 
/əˈfliktiv /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘deject, humiliate’): from Latin 
afflictare

 ‘injure, harass,’ or from 
afflict-

 ‘knocked down, weakened’: both from the verb 
affligere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
fligere

 ‘to strike, dash.’





affliction

 
/əˈflikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something that causes pain or suffering




•
 
a crippling affliction of the nervous system.










2.
 
pain or suffering




•
 
poor people in great affliction.










3.
 


[Astrology]

 an instance of one celestial body afflicting another.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘infliction of pain or humiliation,’ specifically ‘religious self-mortification’): via Old French from Latin 
afflictio(n-)

 , from the verb 
affligere

 (see afflict
 ).





affluence

 
/ˈaflo͞oəns/






noun




the state of having a great deal of money; wealth




•
 
a sign of our growing affluence.




















affluent

 
/ˈaflo͞oənt əˈflo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a group or area) having a great deal of money; wealthy




•
 
the affluent societies of the western world




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the affluent

 )
 
only the affluent could afford to travel abroad.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of water) flowing freely or in great quantity.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a tributary stream.








III.
 
derivatives





affluently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): via Old French from Latin 
affluent-

 ‘flowing toward, flowing freely,’ from the verb 
affluere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





affluential

 
/ˌaflo͞oˈen(t)SH(ə)l /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




rich and socially influential




•
 
the daughter of an affluential businessman.














II.
 
noun




a rich and socially influential person




•
 
the local affluentials have driven up property values.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of 
affluent

 and 
influential

 .





affluenza

 
/ˌaflo͞oˈenzə/





I.
 
noun




a psychological malaise supposedly affecting wealthy young people, symptoms of which include a lack of motivation, feelings of guilt, and a sense of isolation.











– origin

 1970s: blend of 
affluent

 and 
influenza

 .





afflux

 
/ˈaˌfləks/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a flow of something, especially water or air.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
affluxus

 , from 
affluere

 ‘flow freely’ (see affluent
 ).





afford

 
/əˈfôrd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
can/could afford

 )
 — have enough money to pay for




•
 
the best that I could afford was a first-floor room




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we could never have afforded to heat the place.










2.
 
have (a certain amount of something, especially money or time) available or to spare




•
 
it was taking up more time than he could afford.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — be able to do something without risk of adverse consequences




•
 
kings could afford to be wrathful.










4.
 
provide or supply (an opportunity or facility)




•
 
the rooftop terrace affords beautiful views




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
they were afforded the luxury of bed and breakfast.

















– origin

 late Old English 
geforthian

 , from 
ge-

 + 
forthian

 ‘to further,’ from forth
 . The original sense was ‘promote, perform, accomplish,’ later ‘manage, be in a position to do.’





affordability

 
/əfôrdəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
ability to be afforded; inexpensiveness




•
 
the rapid spread and increasing affordability of wireless communication.










2.
 
the cost or price of somethinɡ




•
 
they arrived at their conclusion by comparing the affordability of houses with average historical levels




•
 
the reforms under discussion would have a negligible impact on housing affordability.



















affordable

 
/əˈfôrdəb(ə)l/






adjective




inexpensive; reasonably priced




•
 
affordable housing.



















afforest

 
/əˈfôrəst əˈfärəst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (land) into forest, especially for commercial use.








II.
 
derivatives





afforestation

 
/əfôːrəˈstāSHn /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
afforestare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ (expressing change) + 
foresta

 ‘forest.’





affranchise

 
/əˈfranˌCHīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 release from servitude.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
afranchiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
afranchir

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
franc

 ‘free.’






affray

 
/əˈfrā/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹dated›

 an instance of fighting in a public place that disturbs the peace




•
 
Lowe was charged with 
causing an affray






•
 
a person guilty of affray.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘disturbance, fray’): from Anglo-Norman French 
afrayer

 ‘disturb, startle,’ based on an element of Germanic origin related to Old English 
frithu

 ‘peace, safety’ (compare with German 
Friede

 ‘peace’).





affricate

 
/ˈafrəkət/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a phoneme that combines a plosive with an immediately following fricative or spirant sharing the same place of articulation, e.g., 
ch

 as in 
chair

 and 
j

 as in 
jar

 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
affricatus

 , past participle of 
affricare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
fricare

 ‘to rub.’





affright

 
/əˈfrīt /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
frighten (someone)




•
 
ghosts could never affright her.














II.
 
noun




fright




•
 
the deer gazed at us in affright.

















– origin

 late Middle English: in early use from 
āfyrhted

 ‘frightened’ in Old English; later by vague form association with fright
 .





Affrilachian

 
/ˌafrəˈlāCH(ē)ən/





I.
 
noun




an African American who is native to or resides in Appalachia


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Affrilachian poets.

















– origin

 blend of 
African (American)

 and 
Appalachian

 .





affront

 
/əˈfrənt/





I.
 
noun




an action or remark that causes outrage or offense




•
 
he took his son's desertion as a personal affront




•
 
privilege publicly worn is 
an affront to

 democracy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be affronted

 )


1.
 
offend the modesty or values of




•
 
she was affronted by his familiarity.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
afronter

 ‘to slap in the face, insult,’ based on Latin 
ad frontem

 ‘to the face.’





affronté

 
/ˌafrənˈtā, əˈfrəntē /

 
affronty





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 or 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (especially of an animal's head) facing the observer.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as 
affronty

 ): French, past participle of 
affronter

 ‘to face.’





Afghan

 
/ˈafɡan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Afghanistan, or a person of Afghan descent.




2.
 
another term for Pashto
 .




3.
 
(
afghan

 )
 — a woolen blanket or shawl, typically one knitted or crocheted in strips or squares.




4.
 
short for Afghan hound
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Afghanistan, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from Pashto 
afghānī

 .






Afghan hound

 
/afɡanˈhound/






noun




a tall hunting dog of a breed with long silky hair.













afghani

 
/afˈɡänē ˈafˌɡanē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Afghanistan, equal to 100 puls.











– origin

 from Pashto 
afghānī

 .





Afghanistan

 
/afˈɡanəˌstan/





I.
 
a mountainous landlocked republic in central Asia; pop. 28,395,700 (est. 2009); capital, Kabul; official languages, Pashto and Dari (the local form of Persian).





Part of the Indian Mogul empire, Afghanistan became independent in the mid 18th century. It was occupied by Soviet forces 1979–89; after they withdrew, the country was thrown into turmoil with various Islamic groups struggling for power. The Taliban seized power in 1996; following the attacks of September 11, 2001, US-led forces invaded Afghanistan and toppled the Taliban. A new government was formed, and a constitution was signed January 16, 2004, but instability continued in many areas of the country.





aficionado

 
/əˌfiSHəˈnädō əˌfisyəˈnädō/





I.
 
noun




a person who is very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about an activity, subject, or pastime




•
 
aficionados of the finest wines.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting a devotee of bullfighting): from Spanish, ‘amateur,’ past participle of 
aficioner

 ‘become fond of’ used as a noun, based on Latin 
affectio(n-)

 ‘(favorable) disposition toward’ (see affection
 ).





afield

 
/əˈfēld/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
to or at a distance




•
 
competitors from 
as far afield

 as Hong Kong.










2.
 
in the field (usually in reference to hunting)




•
 
the satisfaction of a day afield.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from a-
 2
 ‘on, in’ + field
 .





afikoman

 
/ˌäfēˈkōmən /

 
afikomen





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 a piece broken off from a matzo during a Seder and put aside to be eaten at the end of the meal. It is traditionally hidden during the Seder to be searched for by the children present




•
 
her little grandchildren will search the house looking for the afikoman.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
ăp̄īqōmān

 , probably from Byzantine Greek 
epikōmion

 ‘a revel.’





afire

 
/əˈfī(ə)r/






adverb, adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 on fire; burning


[as 
predic. adj.

 ]


•
 
the whole mill was afire.



















AFK






abbreviation






‹informal›

 away from keyboard




•
 
I'll generally be AFK, though I plan on hitting an Internet cafe on Thursday.



















aflame

 
/əˈflām/






adverb, adjective




in flames; burning


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
pour brandy over the steaks and then set aflame.



















aflatoxin

 
/ˌafləˈtäksən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of toxic compounds that are produced by certain molds found in food, and can cause liver damage and cancer.

[These are produced by fungi of the 
Aspergillus flavus

 group, subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from elements of the modern Latin taxonomic name 
Aspergillus flavus

 + toxin
 .





AFL-CIO






abbreviation




American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations.













afloat

 
/əˈflōt/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
floating in water; not sinking


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
they trod water to keep afloat




•
 [as 
predic. adj.

 ]
 
the canoes were still afloat.










2.
 
on board a ship or boat


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
flotilla sailing is a sociable way to explore while living afloat.










3.
 
in general circulation; current


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
there are various rumours afloat connected with his disappearance.










4.
 
out of debt or difficulty


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I contrived to stay afloat in honest self-employment.

















– origin

 Old English 
on flote

 (see a-
 2
 , float
 ), influenced in Middle English by Old Norse 
á flot(i

 ) and Old French 
en flot

 .






afoot

 
/əˈfo͝ot/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
in preparation or progress; happening or beginning to happen


[as 
predic. adj.

 ]


•
 
plans are afoot for a festival.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on foot


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
they were forced to go afoot.




















afore

 
/əˈfôr/





I.
 
preposition






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 before.











– origin

 Old English 
onforan

 (see a-
 2
 , fore
 ).





afore-






prefix




before; previously.














aforementioned

 
/əˈfôrˌmen(t)SHənd/






adjective




denoting a thing or person previously mentioned




•
 
songs from the aforementioned album.



















aforenamed

 
/əˈfôrˌnāmd/






adjective




denoting a thing or person previously mentioned




•
 
the aforenamed offenses carry maximum penalties of 10 years' imprisonment.



















aforesaid

 
/əˈfôrˌsed/






adjective




another term for aforementioned
 .













a fortiori

 
/ˌä ˌfôrdēˈôrē ˌā ˌfôrdēˈôrī/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




used to express a conclusion for which there is stronger evidence than for a previously accepted one


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
they reject all absolute ideas of justice, and a fortiori the natural-law position.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, from 
a fortiori argumento

 ‘from stronger argument.’





afoul

 
/əˈfoul/





I.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 into conflict or difficulty with.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
fall afoul of






see fall
 .









2.
 
run afoul of






see run
 .

















afraid

 
/əˈfrād/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
feeling fear or anxiety; frightened




•
 
I'm 
afraid of

 dogs




•
 
she tried to think about the future without feeling afraid.










2.
 
worried that something undesirable will occur or be done




•
 
he was 
afraid that

 the farmer would send the dog after them




•
 
she was 
afraid of

 antagonizing him.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — unwilling or reluctant to do something for fear of the consequences




•
 
I'm often afraid to go out on the streets.










4.
 
(
afraid for

 )
 — anxious about the well-being or safety of someone or something




•
 
William was suddenly afraid for her.














II.
 
phrases





I'm afraid






[with 
clause

 ]
 — used to express polite or formal apology or regret




•
 
I'm afraid I don't understand.





















– origin

 Middle English: past participle of the obsolete verb 
affray

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
afrayer

 (see affray
 ).






A-frame

 
/ˈā ˌfrām/






noun



1.
 
a frame shaped like a capital letter A.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a house built around a timber A-frame.













afreet

 
/əˈfrēt /

 
afrit





I.
 
noun




(in Arabian and Muslim mythology) a powerful jinn or demon.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Arabic 
῾ifrīt

 .





afresh

 
/əˈfreSH/






adverb




in a new or different way




•
 
she left the job to start afresh.



















Africa

 
/ˈafrəkə/






the second largest continent (11.62 million square miles; 30.1 million sq km), a southward projection of the Old World landmass divided roughly in half by the equator and surrounded by sea except where the Isthmus of Suez joins it to Asia.










African

 
/ˈafrəkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person from Africa, especially a black person.




2.
 
a person of black African descent.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Africa or people of African descent.











– origin

 from Latin 
Africanus

 , from 
Africa (terra)

 ‘(land) of the 
Afri

 ,’ an ancient people of North Africa.





Africana

 
/ˌafriˈkanə, -ˈkänə/






plural noun




books, artifacts, and other collectors' items connected with Africa, in particular southern Africa.














African American

 
/ˈafrəkən əˈmerəkən /

 

‹chiefly US›






I.
 
noun




a black American.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to black Americans.











usage:

 See usage at black
 .






African buffalo






noun




a buffalo with large horns, native to Africa south of the Sahara.

[
Syncerus caffer

 , family 
Bovidae

 ; sometimes considered to be two species, the 
Cape buffalo

 and the 
forest buffalo

 .]













African daisy






noun




a plant of the daisy family, sometimes cultivated for its bright flowers.

[Family 
Compositae

 : several genera, in particular 
Dimorphotheca

 , 
Arctotis

 , and 
Gerbera

 .]














African elephant

 
/ˈafrəkən ˈeləfənt/






noun




the elephant native to Africa, which is larger than the Indian elephant and has larger ears and a two-lipped trunk.

[
Loxodonta africana

 , family 
Elephantidae

 .]













African horse sickness






noun




a notifiable viral disease of horses, which is usually fatal. It is transmitted by biting insects and occurs chiefly in Africa, the Middle East, and the Mediterranean.













Africanism

 
/ˈafrəkəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feature of language or culture regarded as characteristically African.




2.
 
the belief that black Africans and their culture should predominate in Africa.








II.
 
derivatives





Africanist

 
/ˈafrək(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective





















Africanize

 
/ˈafrəkəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make African in character


(as 
adj.

 
Africanized

 )


•
 
an Africanized form of Cajun music.










2.
 
(in Africa) restructure (an organization) by replacing white employees with black Africans.




3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
Africanized

 )
 — hybridize (honeybees of European stock) with bees of African stock, producing an aggressive strain. In recent years hybrids have spread from Brazil to the US, where they have become known colloquially as “killer bees.”








II.
 
derivatives





Africanization

 
/ˌafrəkəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















African lynx






noun




another term for caracal
 .













African National Congress

 
/ˈafrəkən ˈnaSHənl ˈnaSHnəl ˈkäNGɡrəs /

 
ANC






a South African political party and black nationalist organization. Having been banned by the South African government 1960–90, the ANC was victorious in the country's first democratic elections in 1994 and its leader, Nelson Mandela, became the country's president.









African violet

 
/ˈafrəkən ˈvī(ə)lət/






noun




a small East African plant with heart-shaped velvety leaves and violet, pink, or white flowers.

[Genus 
Saintpaulia

 , family 
Gesneriaceae

 : several species, in particular 
S. ionantha

 , a popular houseplant.]













Afrikaans

 
/ˌafrəˈkänz/





I.
 
noun




a language of southern Africa, derived from the form of Dutch brought to the Cape by Protestant settlers in the 17th century, and an official language of South Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Afrikaner people, their way of life, or their language.











– origin

 the name in Afrikaans, from Dutch, literally ‘African.’





Afrika Korps

 
/ˈafrikə ˌkôr, ˈäfrēkä/






a German army force sent to North Africa in 1941 under General Rommel.









Afrikander

 
/ˌafrəˈkandər/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a South African breed of sheep or longhorn cattle.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (an early form of Afrikaner
 , having the same senses): via Afrikaans from South African Dutch.






Afrikaner

 
/ˌafrəˈkänər/





I.
 
noun




an Afrikaans-speaking person in South Africa, especially one descended from the Dutch and Huguenot settlers of the 17th century.








II.
 
derivatives





Afrikanerdom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 Afrikaans, from South African Dutch 
Africander

 , from Dutch 
Afrikaan

 ‘an African’ + the personal suffix 
-der

 , on the pattern of 
Hollander

 ‘Dutchman.’





Afro

 
/ˈafrō/





I.
 
noun




a thick hairstyle with very tight curls that sticks out all around the head, like the natural hair of some black people.











– origin

 1930s: independent usage of Afro-
 , or an abbreviation of African
 .






Afro-

 
/ˈafrō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
African; African and …




•
 
Afro-Asiatic




•
 
Afro-Belizean.










2.
 
relating to Africa




•
 
Afrocentric.

















– origin

 from Latin 
Afer, Afr-

 ‘African.’





Afro-American

 
/ˌafrōəˈmerək(ə)n /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for African American
 .











usage:

 See usage at black
 .






Afro-Asiatic

 
/ˌafrōˌāZHēˈadik/






adjective




relating to or denoting a family of languages spoken in the Middle East and North Africa. The family is commonly divided into five groups: Semitic, Omotic, Berber, Cushitic, and Chadic. Ancient Egyptian was also a member of this family.

Also called Hamito-Semitic
 .













Afrobeat

 
/ˈafrōˌbēt/






noun




a style of popular music incorporating elements of African music and jazz, soul, and funk.













Afro-Caribbean





I.
 
noun




a person of African descent living in or coming from the Caribbean.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Afro-Caribbeans.













Afrocentric

 
/ˌafrōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




regarding African or black culture as preeminent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Afrocentrism

 
/-trizəm /






noun













2.
 
Afrocentrist

 
/-trist /






noun






















Afrotropical






adjective




another term for Ethiopian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).














aft

 
/aft/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




at, near, or toward the stern of a ship or tail of an aircraft


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
Travis made his way aft




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the aft cargo compartment.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from obsolete 
baft

 (see abaft
 ), influenced by Low German and Dutch 
achter

 ‘abaft, after.’






after

 
/ˈaftər/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
during the period of time following (an event)




•
 
shortly after Christmas




•
 
there's only one thing to do after an experience like that




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
bathtime ended in a flood after the faucets were left running




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
Duke Frederick died soon after.










2.
 
with a period of time rather than an event




•
 
after a while he returned.










3.
 
in phrases indicating something happening continuously or repeatedly




•
 


day after day

 we kept studying.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (used in specifying a time) past




•
 
I strolled in about ten minutes after two.










5.
 
during the time following the departure of (someone)




•
 
she cooks for him and cleans up after him.










6.
 
behind




•
 
she went out, shutting the door after her.










7.
 
(with reference to looking or speaking) in the direction of someone who is moving further away




•
 
she stared after him.










8.
 
in pursuit or quest of




•
 
chasing after something you can't have




•
 
most of them are after money




•
 
Jenny still yearned after him.










9.
 
next to and following in order or importance




•
 
in their order of priorities health 
comes after

 housing




•
 
x comes after y in the series.










10.
 
in allusion to (someone or something with the same or a related name)




•
 
they named her Pauline, after Barbara's mother.










11.
 
in imitation of




•
 
a drawing after Millet's 
The Reapers

 .










12.
 
concerning or about




•
 
she has asked after Iris's mother.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 later




•
 
he was sorry in after years.










2.
 


[Nautical]

 nearer the stern




•
 
the after cabin.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
after all






in spite of any indications or expectations to the contrary




•
 
I called and told her I couldn't come after all




•
 
you are my counselor, after all.















2.
 
after hours






after normal working or opening hours, typically those of bars and nightclubs


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
she was going in to work after hours




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an after-hours jazz club.















3.
 
after you






a polite formula used to suggest that someone goes in front of or takes a turn before oneself




•
 
after you, Mr. Pritchard.





















– origin

 Old English 
æfter

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
achter

 .





afterbirth

 
/ˈaftərˌbərTH/






noun




the placenta and fetal membranes discharged from the uterus after the birth of offspring.













afterburner

 
/ˈaftərˌbərnər/






noun




an auxiliary burner fitted to the exhaust system of a turbojet engine to increase thrust.













aftercare

 
/ˈaftərˌker/






noun



1.
 
subsequent care or maintenance, in particular




2.
 
care of a patient after a stay in the hospital or of a person on release from prison.




3.
 
childcare for the period between the end of the school day and the end of a parent's working day


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an aftercare facility at the local YMCA.



















afterdamp

 
/ˈaftərˌdamp/






noun




choking gas, rich in carbon monoxide, left after an explosion of firedamp in a mine.













afterdeck

 
/ˈaftərˌdek/






noun




an open deck toward the stern of a ship.













aftereffect

 
/ˈaftərəˌfekt/






noun




an effect that follows after the primary action of something




•
 
he was suffering the aftereffects of the drug.



















afterglow

 
/ˈaftərˌɡlō/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
light or radiance remaining in the sky after the sun has set.




2.
 
good feelings remaining after a pleasurable or successful experience




•
 
basking in the afterglow of victory.



















afterimage

 
/ˈaftərˌimij/






noun




an impression of a vivid sensation (especially a visual image) retained after the stimulus has ceased.













afterlife

 
/ˈaftərˌlīf/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
(in some religions) life after death




•
 
most Christians believe in an afterlife.










2.
 
later life




•
 
they spent much of their afterlife trying to forget the fire.



















aftermarket

 
/ˈaftərˌmärkət/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the market for spare parts, accessories, and components, especially for motor vehicles.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Stock Market]

 the market for shares and bonds after their original issue.













aftermath

 
/ˈaftərˌmaTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the consequences or aftereffects of a significant unpleasant event




•
 
food prices soared 
in the aftermath of

 the drought.










2.
 


[Farming]

 new grass growing after mowing or harvest.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from after
 (as an adjective) + dialect 
math

 ‘mowing,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Mahd

 .





aftermost

 
/ˈaftərˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
nearest the stern of a ship or tail of an aircraft.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from after
 (as an adjective) + -most
 .





afternoon

 
/ˌaftərˈno͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the time from noon or lunchtime to evening




•
 
I telephoned 
this afternoon






•
 
I'll be back at three in the afternoon




•
 
she worked on Tuesday afternoons




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the afternoon sunshine.










2.
 
the time from noon to evening on a particular day, characterized by a specified type of activity or particular weather conditions




•
 
it was an afternoon of drama and tension.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
afternoons

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 in the afternoon; every afternoon.








III.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 short for good afternoon
 .













afterpains

 
/ˈaftərˌpānz/






plural noun




pains after childbirth caused by contraction of the uterus.













after-party






noun




a party held after an event, especially a concert or another party.













afters

 
/ˈaftərz/






plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 dessert




•
 
there was apple pie for afters.



















aftershave

 
/ˈaftərˌSHāv/






noun




an astringent, typically scented lotion for applying to the skin after shaving.













aftershock

 
/ˈaftərˌSHäk/






noun




a smaller earthquake following the main shock of a large earthquake.













aftersun

 
/ˈaftərˌsən/






adjective




denoting a product intended for application to the skin after exposure to the sun




•
 
aftersun lotion.



















aftertaste

 
/ˈaftərˌtāst/






noun




a taste, typically an unpleasant one, remaining in the mouth after eating or drinking something.













after-tax






adjective




relating to income that remains after the deduction of taxes due.













afterthought

 
/ˈaftərˌTHôt/






noun




an item or thing that is thought of or added later




•
 
as an afterthought she said “Thank you.”



















aftertouch

 
/ˈaftərˌtəCH/






noun




a facility on an electronic music keyboard by which an effect is produced by the player depressing a key after striking it.













afterwards

 
/ˈaftərwərdz /

 


‹US›

 afterward





I.
 
adverb




at a later or future time; subsequently




•
 
the offender was arrested shortly afterwards.

















– origin

 Old English 
æftewearde

 , from 
æftan

 (see aft
 ) + -ward
 , influenced by after
 .





afterword

 
/ˈaftərˌwərd/






noun




a concluding section in a book, typically by a person other than the author.













afterworld

 
/ˈaftərˌwərld/






noun




a world entered after death.














ag

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




short for agricultural
 .








II.
 
noun




short for agriculture
 .













Ag1






I.
 
symbol




the chemical element silver.











– origin

 from Latin 
argentum

 .





Ag2







abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 antigen.













AG






abbreviation



1.
 
adjutant general.




2.
 
Aktiengesellschaft, used in the names of German joint-stock companies.




3.
 
attorney general.














ag-






prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
g

 (as in 
aggravate

 , 
aggress

 ).













aga

 
/ˈäɡə/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 (in Muslim countries, especially under the Ottoman Empire) a military commander or official.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Turkish 
ağa

 ‘master, lord,’ from Mongolian 
aqa

 .





Agadir

 
/ˌäɡəˈdir/






a seaport and resort on the Atlantic coast of Morocco; pop. 487,954 (2004).










again

 
/əˈɡen/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
another time; once more




•
 
it was great to meet old friends again




•
 
they were disappointed 
yet again

 .










2.
 
returning to a previous position or condition




•
 
he rose, tidied the bed, and sat down again.










3.
 
in addition to what has already been mentioned




•
 
the wages were low, but they made half as much again in tips.










4.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to introduce a further point for consideration, supporting or contrasting with what has just been said




•
 
I never saw any signs, but 
then again

 , maybe I wasn't looking.










5.
 
used to ask someone to repeat something




•
 
what was your name again?














II.
 
phrases





again and again






repeatedly




•
 
I read this author again and again.





















– origin

 Old English 
ongēan

 , 
ongægn

 , etc., of Germanic origin; related to German 
entgegen

 ‘opposite.’






against

 
/əˈɡenst/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in opposition to




•
 
the fight against crime




•
 
he decided against immediate publication




•
 
swimming against the tide.










2.
 
in opposition to, with reference to legal action




•
 
allegations against police officers




•
 
the first victim gave evidence against him.










3.
 
in opposition to, with reference to an athletic contest




•
 
the championship game against Virginia.










4.
 
(in betting) in anticipation of the failure of




•
 
the odds were 5–1 against Pittsburgh.










5.
 
in anticipation of and preparation for (a problem or difficulty)




•
 
insurance against sickness and unemployment.










6.
 
in resistance to; as protection from




•
 
he turned up his collar against the wind.










7.
 
in relation to (an amount of money owed or due) so as to reduce or cancel it




•
 
money was advanced against the value of the property.










8.
 
in conceptual contrast to




•
 
the benefits must be weighed against the costs




•
 
the instilling of habits 
as against

 the development of understanding.










9.
 
in visual contrast to




•
 
he was silhouetted against the light of the window.










10.
 
in or into physical contact with (something), typically so as to be supported by or collide with it




•
 
she stood with her back against the door




•
 
his lips brushed against her hair.














II.
 
phrases





have something against someone






dislike or bear a grudge against someone




•
 
I have nothing against you personally.





















– origin

 Middle English: from again
 + 
-s

 (adverbial genitive) + 
-t

 probably by association with superlatives (as in 
amongst

 ).





Aga Khan

 
/ˌäɡə ˈkän/






noun




the title of the spiritual leader of the Nizari sect of Ismaili Muslims. The first Aga Khan was given his title in 1818 by the shah of Persia. The present (fourth) Aga Khan (
Karim al-Hussain Shah

 , b.1936) inherited the title in 1957.













agal

 
/əˈɡal/





I.
 
noun




a headband worn by Bedouin Arab men to keep the keffiyeh in place.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing a Bedouin pronunciation of Arabic 
῾iḳāl

 ‘bond, hobble.’






agama

 
/əˈɡāmə, ˈaɡəmə/





I.
 
noun




an Old World lizard with a large head and a long tail, typically showing a marked difference in color and form between the sexes.

[Genus 
Agama

 , family 
Agamidae

 : many species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from Carib.





A game






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 used in reference to performing to the very best of one's ability




•
 
she'll bring her A game tonight—she understands how important it is.



















Agamemnon

 
/ˌaɡəˈmemnän /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







king of Mycenae and brother of Menelaus, commander in chief of the Greek expedition against Troy. On his return home from Troy, he was murdered by his wife Clytemnestra and her lover Aegisthus; his murder was avenged by his son Orestes and daughter Electra.









agamic

 
/āˈɡamik əˈɡamik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 asexual; reproducing asexually




•
 
winged agamic females.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
agamos

 ‘unmarried’ + -ic
 .





agamid

 
/ˈaɡəˌməd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a lizard of the agama family (
Agamidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Agamidae

 , from agama
 .





agammaglobulinemia

 
/ˌāɡaməˌɡläbyələˈnēmēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 lack of gamma globulin in the blood plasma, causing immune deficiency.













agamospermy

 
/āˈɡaməˌspərmē, ˈaɡəmō-/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 asexual reproduction in which seeds are produced from unfertilized ovules.








II.
 
derivatives





agamospermous

 
/āˌɡaməˈspərməs, ˌaɡəmō- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
agamos

 ‘unmarried’ + 
sperma

 ‘seed.’






agapanthus

 
/ˌaɡəˈpanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a South African plant of the lily family, with funnel-shaped bluish flowers that grow in rounded clusters.

Also called lily-of-the-Nile
 . [Genus 
Agapanthus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
agapē

 ‘love’ + 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





agape1


 
/əˈɡāp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of the mouth) wide open, especially with surprise or wonder




•
 
Downes listened, mouth agape with incredulity.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + gape
 .





agape2


 
/äˈɡäˌpā ˈaɡəpā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 Christian love, especially as distinct from erotic love or emotional affection.




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 a communal meal in token of Christian fellowship, as held by early Christians in commemoration of the Last Supper.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
agapē

 ‘selfless love.’





agar

 
/ˈäˌɡär ˈāˌɡär /

 
agar-agar





I.
 
noun




a gelatinous substance obtained from various kinds of red seaweed and used in biological culture media and as a thickener in foods.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malay.





agaric

 
/ˈaɡərik əˈɡerik/





I.
 
noun




a fungus with a fruiting body that resembles the ordinary mushroom, having a convex or flattened cap with gills on the underside.

[Order 
Agaricales

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 , in particular the mushroom family 
Agaricaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting various bracket fungi with medicinal or other uses): from Latin 
agaricum

 , from Greek 
agarikon

 ‘tree fungus.’





agarose

 
/ˈaɡəˌrōs, -ˌrōz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that is the main constituent of agar and is used especially in gels for electrophoresis. It is a polysaccharide mainly containing galactose residues.













Agartala

 
/ˈəɡərtəˌlä/






a city in northeastern India, capital of the state of Tripura, situated near the border with Bangladesh; pop. 218,000 (est. 2009).









Agassi, André

 
/ˈaɡəsē/






(1970–), US tennis player. During 1992–2003, he won the men's singles title at one Wimbledon, two US Open, one French Open, and four Australian Open tournaments.









Agassiz, Lake

 
/ˈaɡəˌsē/






a prehistoric glacial lake of the Pleistocene epoch that covered parts of present-day Minnesota and North Dakota in the US and Manitoba and Ontario in Canada.









Agassiz, Louis

 
/ˈaɡəsē/






(1807–73), US zoologist, geologist, and paleontologist; born in Switzerland; full name 
Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz

 . In 1837, he was the first to propose that much of Europe had once been in the grip of an ice age.









agate

 
/ˈaɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental stone consisting of a hard variety of chalcedony, typically banded in appearance.




2.
 
a colored toy marble resembling a banded gemstone.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, via Latin from Greek 
akhatēs

 .





agave

 
/əˈɡävē/





I.
 
noun




a succulent plant with rosettes of narrow spiny leaves and tall flower spikes, native to the southern US and tropical America.

[Genus 
Agave

 , family 
Agavaceae

 : numerous species, including the century plant.]











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
Agauē

 , the name of one of the daughters of Cadmus in Greek mythology, from 
agauos

 ‘illustrious.’





AGC






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 automatic gain control.














age

 
/āj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the length of time that a person has lived or a thing has existed




•
 
he died from a heart attack at the age of 51




•
 
his wife is the same age as Carla




•
 
he must be nearly 40 years 
of age






•
 
young people between the ages of 11 and 18.










2.
 
a particular stage in someone's life




•
 
children of primary school age.










3.
 
the latter part of life or existence; old age




•
 
with age this gland can become sluggish.










4.
 
a distinct period of history




•
 
an age of technological growth




•
 
a child of the television age.










5.
 


[Geology]

 a division of time that is a subdivision of an epoch, corresponding to a stage in chronostratigraphy.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a lifetime taken as a measure of time; a generation




•
 
Nestor is said to have lived three ages when he was ninety years old.










7.
 
(
ages/an age

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very long time




•
 
I haven't seen her for ages




•
 
it would take an age to tell her everything.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grow old or older, especially visibly and obviously so




•
 
you haven't aged a lot




•
 
the tiredness we feel as we age.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to grow, feel, or appear older




•
 
he even tried aging the painting with a spoonful of coffee.










3.
 
(especially with reference to an alcoholic drink) mature or allow to mature


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the wine ages in open vats or casks.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — determine how old (something) is




•
 
we didn't have a clue how to age these animals.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
act (or be) one's age






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — behave in a manner appropriate to someone of one's age and not to someone much younger




•
 
“Act your age” is not advice to behave like an adolescent.















2.
 
come of age





a.
 
(of a person) reach adult status.




b.
 
(of a movement or activity) become fully established




•
 
space travel will then finally come of age.















3.
 
of an age





a.
 
old enough to be able or expected to do something




•
 
the sons are of an age to marry.










b.
 
(of two or more people or things) of a similar age




•
 
the children all seemed of an age.















4.
 
through the ages






throughout history.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
aetas

 , 
aetat-

 , from 
aevum

 ‘age, era.’






-age





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting an action




•
 
leverage




•
 
voyage.










3.
 
the product of an action




•
 
spillage




•
 
wreckage.










4.
 
a function; a sphere of action




•
 
homage




•
 
peerage.










5.
 
denoting an aggregate or number of




•
 
mileage




•
 
percentage




•
 
signage.










6.
 
fees payable for; the cost of using




•
 
postage




•
 
tonnage.










7.
 


‹informal›

 denoting a large number of something (typically forming nouns whose plurals are correctly formed with -s)




•
 
decibelage




•
 
kissage.










8.
 
denoting a place or abode




•
 
vicarage




•
 
village.

















– origin

 from Old French, based on Latin 
-aticum

 , neuter form of the adjectival ending 
-aticus

 .





age-appropriate






adjective




suitable for a particular age or age group




•
 
some of her outfits should be more age-appropriate




•
 
the organization provides age-appropriate materials for teachers to use in their classrooms.



















aged






adjective



1.
 

/ājd /
 [
predic.

 or 
postpositive

 ]
 — having lived for a specified length of time; of a specified age




•
 
young people aged 14 to 18




•
 
he died aged 60.










2.
 
(of a horse or farm animal) over a certain defined age of maturity, typically 6 to 12 years for horses, 3 or 4 years for cattle.




3.
 

/ˈājəd /

 — having lived or existed for a long time; old




•
 
aged men with white hair




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the aged

 )
 
Methodist homes for the aged.










4.
 

/ājd /

 — that has been subjected to aging




•
 
jeans in hardrock wash give a unique aged appearance.



















Agee, James

 
/ˈājē/






(1909–55), US writer; full name 
James Rufus Agee

 . He wrote 
Let Us Now Praise Famous Men

 (1941) after touring the South with photographer Walker Evans and 
A Death in the Family

 (1957), for which he was posthumously awarded a Pulitzer Prize. He also wrote the screenplays for 
The African Queen

 (1951) and 
The Night of the Hunter

 (1955).









age gap






noun




a difference in age between people, especially as a potential source of misunderstanding.













age group

 
/ˈāj ˌɡro͞op/






noun




a number of people or things classed together as being of similar age.













age hardening





I.
 
noun




spontaneous hardening of a metal that occurs if it is quenched and then stored at ambient temperature or treated with mild heat.








II.
 
derivatives





age-hardened






adjective





















ageism

 
/ˈājˌizəm /

 
agism





I.
 
noun




prejudice or discrimination on the basis of a person's age.








II.
 
derivatives





ageist

 
/ˈājist /






adjective, noun





















ageless

 
/ˈājləs/





I.
 
adjective




never growing or appearing to grow old




•
 
the town retains an ageless charm.














II.
 
derivatives





agelessness






noun





















age-long

 
/ˈāj ˌlôNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having existed for a very long time




•
 
the will to change age-long habits.



















age-mate






noun




a person or animal that is the same age as another.













agency

 
/ˈājənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[often with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a business or organization established to provide a particular service, typically one that involves organizing transactions between two other parties




•
 
an advertising agency




•
 
aid agencies.










2.
 
a department or body providing a specific service for a government or similar organization




•
 
the Environmental Protection Agency.










3.
 


[Law]

 the office or function of an agent




•
 
a contract of agency.










4.
 
action or intervention, especially such as to produce a particular effect




•
 
canals carved 
by the agency of

 running water




•
 
a belief in various forms of supernatural agency.










5.
 
a thing or person that acts to produce a particular result




•
 
the movies could be an agency molding the values of the public.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
agentia

 , from 
agent-

 ‘doing’ (see agent
 ).





agenda

 
/əˈjendə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a list of items to be discussed at a formal meeting




•
 
the question of nuclear weapons had been removed from the agenda.










2.
 
a plan of things to be done or problems to be addressed




•
 
he vowed to put jobs at the top of his agenda




•
 
the government had its own agenda.










3.
 
the underlying intentions or motives of a particular person or group




•
 
Miller has his own agenda and it has nothing to do with football.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an appointment diary.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the agenda





a.
 
scheduled for discussion at a meeting




•
 
the rights of minorities would be high on the agenda at the conference.










b.
 
likely or needing to be dealt with or done




•
 
his release was not on the agenda




•
 
national problems loomed large on the domestic agenda.















2.
 
set the agenda





a.
 
draw up a list of items to be discussed at a meeting.




b.
 
influence or determine a program of action




•
 
the activists set the agenda, and timorous administrators usually go along.





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘things to be done’): from Latin, neuter plural of 
agendum

 , gerund of 
agere

 ‘do.’ / 
usage:

 Although 
agenda

 (‘things to be done’) is the plural of 
agendum

 in Latin, in standard modern English it is a normal singular noun with a normal plural form (
agendas

 ). See also usage at data
 and media
 1
 .





agender

 
/āˈjendər/






adjective




denoting or relating to a person who does not identify themselves as having a particular gender




•
 
one of the mistakes is the presumption that an agender person must also be asexual




•
 
their son is biologically male but identifies as agender and favors “they” as a pronoun.




















agent

 
/ˈājənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who acts on behalf of another, in particular




2.
 
a person who manages business, financial, or contractual matters for an actor, performer, or writer.




3.
 
a person or company that provides a particular service, typically one that involves organizing transactions between two other parties




•
 
a travel agent




•
 
shipping agents




•
 
a real-estate agent.










4.
 
a person who obtains information for a government or other official body, typically in secret




•
 
a trained intelligence agent




•
 
KGB agents




•
 
an FBI agent.










5.
 
a person or thing that takes an active role or produces a specified effect




•
 
agents of change




•
 
bleaching agents.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 the doer of an action, typically expressed as the subject of an active verb or in a 
by

 phrase with a passive verb.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘someone or something that produces an effect’): from Latin 
agent-

 ‘doing,’ from 
agere

 .





agent general






noun




the representative of an Australian state or Canadian province in a major foreign city.













agent noun

 
/ˈājənt noun/






noun




a noun denoting someone or something that performs the action of a verb, typically ending in 
-er

 or 
-or

 , e.g., 
worker

 , 
accelerator

 .













Agent Orange

 
/ˈājənt ˈôrənj/






noun




a defoliant chemical used by the US in the Vietnam War.













agent provocateur

 
/ˌäZHän(t) prəˌvôkəˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a person who induces others to break the law so that they can be convicted.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘provocative agent.’





age of consent






noun




the age at which a person's, typically a girl's, consent to sexual intercourse is valid in law.













age of discretion






noun




the age at which someone is considered able to manage their own affairs or take responsibility for their actions.













age-old

 
/ˈāj ōld/






adjective




having existed for a very long time




•
 
the haunting, age-old love call of the prairie chicken.



















age-restricted






adjective




limited to people above or below a certain age




•
 
age-restricted retirement communities




•
 
age-restricted goods or services.



















agflation

 
/aɡˈflāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 rising food prices caused by increased demand for agricultural commodities.




•
 
in 2007 agflation hit everything from cereal and baked products to meat, poultry, fish, and eggs.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of agriculture
 and inflation
 .





ag-gag





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 denoting legislation that prohibits covert documentation or investigation of conditions in the farming industry (used chiefly by opponents of such legislation)




•
 
a handful of states have introduced ag-gag bills that make it illegal to take photographs or videos of farms without farmer consent.

















– origin

 1960s (originally in reference to a proposed rule restricting the release of information by the US Department of Agriculture): from ag
 + gag
 1
 .





agglomerate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈɡläməˌrāt /



1.
 
collect or form into a mass or group


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
companies agglomerate multiple sites such as chains of stores




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
these small particles soon agglomerate together.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/əˈɡlämərət /



1.
 
a mass or collection of things




•
 
a multimedia agglomerate.










2.
 


[Geology]

 a volcanic rock consisting of large fragments bonded together.








III.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈɡlämərət /



1.
 
collected or formed into a mass.








IV.
 
derivatives





agglomerative

 
/əˈɡläməˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
agglomerat-

 ‘added to,’ from the verb 
agglomerare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
glomerare

 (from 
glomus

 ‘ball’).





agglomeration

 
/əˌɡläməˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




a mass or collection of things; an assemblage




•
 
the arts center is an agglomeration of theaters, galleries, shops, restaurants, and bars.




















agglutinate

 
/əˈɡlo͞otnˌāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
firmly stick or be stuck together to form a mass


(as 
adj.

 
agglutinated

 )


•
 
rhinoceros horns are agglutinated masses of hair.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (with reference to bacteria or red blood cells) clump together


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
these strains agglutinate human red cells




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
cell fragments agglutinate and form intricate meshes.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Linguistics]

 combine (simple words or parts of words) without change of form to express compound ideas.








II.
 
derivatives





agglutination

 
/əˌɡlo͞otnˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
agglutinat-

 ‘caused to adhere,’ from the verb 
agglutinare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
glutinare

 (from 
gluten

 ‘glue’).






agglutinative

 
/əˈɡlo͞otnādiv/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 (of a language) forming words predominantly by agglutination, rather than by inflection or by using isolated elements. Examples include Hungarian, Turkish, Korean, and Swahili.













agglutinin

 
/əˈɡlo͞ot(ə)nən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an antibody, lectin, or other substance that causes agglutination.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from agglutinate
 + -in
 1
 .





agglutinogen

 
/əˈɡlo͞otənəjən/






noun






[Biology]

 an antigen that stimulates the production of an agglutinin.













aggradation

 
/ˌaɡrəˈdāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the deposition of material by a river, stream, or current.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ag-
 (expressing increase) + 
(de)gradation

 .





aggrandize

 
/əˈɡranˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase the power, status, or wealth of




•
 
an action intended to aggrandize the Frankish dynasty.










2.
 
enhance the reputation of (someone) beyond what is justified by the facts




•
 
he hoped to aggrandize himself by dying a hero's death.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aggrandizement

 
/əˈɡrandəzmənt əˈɡranˌdīzmənt /






noun













2.
 
aggrandizer






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘increase, magnify’): from French 
agrandiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
agrandir

 , probably from Italian 
aggrandire

 , from Latin 
grandis

 ‘large.’ The ending was changed by association with verbs ending in -ize
 .






aggravate

 
/ˈaɡrəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a problem, injury, or offense) worse or more serious




•
 
military action would only aggravate the situation.










2.
 


‹informal›

 annoy or exasperate (someone), especially persistently




•
 
the gesture aggravated me even more




•
 (as 
adj.

 
aggravating

 )
 
she found him thoroughly aggravating and unprofessional.














II.
 
derivatives





aggravatingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
aggravat-

 ‘made heavy,’ from the verb 
aggravare

 , from 
ad-

 (expressing increase) + 
gravis

 ‘heavy.’ / 
usage:

 
Aggravate

 in the sense ‘annoy or exasperate’ dates back to the 17th century and has been so used by respected writers ever since. This use is still regarded as incorrect by some traditionalists on the grounds that it is too radical a departure from the etymological meaning of ‘make heavy.’ It is, however, comparable to meaning changes in hundreds of other words that have long been accepted without comment.





aggravated

 
/ˈaɡrəˌvādəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an offense) made more serious by attendant circumstances (such as frame of mind)




•
 
aggravated burglary.










2.
 
(of a penalty) made more severe in recognition of the seriousness of an offense




•
 
aggravated damages.



















aggravation

 
/ˌaɡrəˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an intensification of a negative quality or aspect




•
 
Negotiators were optimistic despite the aggravation of the standoff caused by the press release.










2.
 
(in homeopathy) the temporary appearance or worsening of symptoms that a remedy is intended to eliminate, taken to be caused by too strong a dose.




3.
 
the state of being aggravated




•
 
Internet users' aggravation with the deluge of pop-up ads.










4.
 
a cause of annoyance or irritation




•
 
the aggravations of living with a self-confessed sports junkie.



















aggregate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈaɡriɡət /



1.
 
a whole formed by combining several (typically disparate) elements




•
 
the council was an aggregate of three regional assemblies.










2.
 
the total number of points scored by a player or team in a series of sporting contests




•
 
the result put the sides even 
on aggregate

 .










3.
 
a material or structure formed from a loosely compacted mass of fragments or particles.




4.
 
pieces of broken or crushed stone or gravel used to make concrete, or more generally in building and construction work.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
formed or calculated by the combination of many separate units or items; total




•
 
the aggregate amount of grants made.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a group of species) comprising several very similar species formerly regarded as a single species.




3.
 


[Economics]

 denoting the total supply or demand for goods and services in an economy at a particular time




•
 
aggregate demand




•
 
aggregate supply.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/aɡrəˌɡāt /



1.
 
form or group into a class or cluster


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the butterflies aggregate in dense groups.










2.
 


[Computing]

 collect (related items of content) so as to display or link to them




•
 
tools that aggregate data from all of the security devices are a good first step.














IV.
 
phrases





in (the) aggregate






in total; as a whole.












V.
 
derivatives





aggregative

 
/ˈaɡrəˌɡādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aggregat-

 ‘herded together,’ from the verb 
aggregare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
grex

 , 
greg-

 ‘a flock.’





aggregate demand






noun






[Economics]

 the total demand for goods and services within a particular market




•
 
it is generally assumed that increases in credit stimulate aggregate demand.



















aggregate fruit






noun






[Botany]

 a fruit formed from several carpels derived from the same flower, e.g., a raspberry.













aggregate supply






noun






[Economics]

 the total supply of goods and services available to a particular market from producers




•
 
the aim of the tax changes is to stimulate the supply side of the economy and therefore boost aggregate supply.



















aggregation

 
/ˌaɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the formation of a number of things into a cluster




•
 
a single dose of aspirin irreversibly inhibits the normal aggregation of platelets.










2.
 
a cluster of things that have come or been brought together




•
 
the pelican is the other bird likely to be found in large aggregations in East Africa's wetlands.










3.
 
(on the Internet) the collection of related items of content so that they can be displayed or linked to




•
 
a desktop aggregation app that brings together Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.



















aggregator

 
/ˈaɡrəˌɡādər/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a website or program that collects related items of content and displays them or links to them.




2.
 
a wholesale buyer or broker of a utility service, such as electricity or long-distance telephone service, who packages it and sells it to consumers.













aggress

 
/əˈɡres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or behave aggressively towards; initiate a conflict with




•
 
he aggressed a flight attendant on an Air France flight




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
victims in this situation may retaliate by 
aggressing against

 their husbands.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘approach, march forward’): from French 
aggresser

 ‘to attack,’ from Latin 
aggress-

 , from 
aggredi

 ‘to attack’ (see aggression
 ).






aggression

 
/əˈɡreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hostile or violent behavior or attitudes toward another; readiness to attack or confront




•
 
his chin was jutting with aggression




•
 
territorial aggression between individuals of the same species.










2.
 
the action or an act of attacking without provocation




•
 
he called for an end to foreign aggression against his country




•
 
the president has been emboldened by the success of his latest aggressions.










3.
 
forceful and sometimes overly assertive pursuit of one's aims and interests.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘an attack’): from Latin 
aggressio(n-)

 , from 
aggredi

 ‘to attack,’ from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
gradi

 ‘proceed, walk.’





aggressive

 
/əˈɡresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ready or likely to attack or confront; characterized by or resulting from aggression




•
 
he's very uncooperative and aggressive




•
 
aggressive behavior.










2.
 
pursuing one's aims and interests forcefully, sometimes unduly so




•
 
an aggressive businessman.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
aggress-

 ‘attacked’ (from the verb 
aggredi

 ) + -ive
 ; compare with French 
agressif

 , 
-ive

 .





aggressively

 
/əˈɡresivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner resulting from or betraying aggression




•
 
he resisted violently and continued to behave aggressively in the police car.










2.
 
in a determined and forceful way




•
 
foreign-owned banks are aggressively marketing credit cards.



















aggressiveness

 
/əˈɡresivnəs/






noun



1.
 
hostile or violent behavior




•
 
recent research has linked violent video games to increased aggressiveness in youths.










2.
 
determination and forcefulness




•
 
smaller, quicker players use their speed and aggressiveness to make up for lack of bulk.



















aggressor

 
/əˈɡresər/





I.
 
noun




a person or country that attacks another first.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin, from 
aggredi

 ‘to attack’ (see aggression
 ).





aggrieved

 
/əˈɡrēvd/





I.
 
adjective




feeling resentment at having been unfairly treated




•
 
they were aggrieved at the outcome




•
 
she did not see herself as the aggrieved party.














II.
 
derivatives





aggrievedly

 
/-vidlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘distressed’): past participle of 
aggrieve

 , from Old French 
agrever

 ‘make heavier,’ based on Latin 
aggravare

 (see aggravate
 ).





aggro

 
/ˈaɡrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 aggressive, violent behavior.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 problems and difficulties.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of 
aggravation

 (see aggravate
 ), or of aggression
 .





aghast

 
/əˈɡast/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
filled with horror or shock




•
 
when the news came out they were aghast.

















– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of the obsolete verb 
agast

 , 
gast

 ‘frighten,’ from Old English 
gǣsten

 . The spelling with 
gh

 (originally Scots) became general by about 1700, probably influenced by ghost
 ; compare with ghastly
 .





agile

 
/ˈajəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to move quickly and easily




•
 
Ruth was as agile as a monkey.










2.
 
able to think and understand quickly




•
 
his vague manner concealed an agile mind.










3.
 
relating to or denoting a method of project management, used especially for software development, that is characterized by the division of tasks into short phases of work and frequent reassessment and adaptation of plans




•
 
agile methods replace high-level design with frequent redesign.







Contrasted with waterfall
 
(

 adjective).








II.
 
derivatives





agilely

 
/ˈajə(l)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
agilis

 , from 
agere

 ‘do.’





agile gibbon






noun




a gibbon with color varying from light buff to black, found in Southeast Asia.

[
Hylobates agilis

 , family 
Hylobatidae

 .]













agility

 
/əˈjilədē/






noun



1.
 
ability to move quickly and easily




•
 
though he was without formal training as dancer or athlete, his physical agility was inexhaustible.










2.
 
ability to think and understand quickly




•
 
games teach hand–eye coordination, mental agility, and alertness.



















agin

 
/əˈɡin/





I.
 
preposition




dialect form of against
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of the obsolete preposition 
again

 , with the same meaning.





Agincourt, Battle of

 
/ˈajinˌkôrt, äZHaNˈko͝or/






a battle in northern France in 1415 during the Hundred Years War, in which the English under Henry V defeated a large French army. The victory, achieved largely by use of the longbow, allowed Henry to occupy Normandy.









aging

 
/ˈājiNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 ageing





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of growing old




•
 
the external signs of aging




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the aging process.










2.
 
the process of change in the properties of a material occurring over a period, either spontaneously or through deliberate action.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) growing old; elderly




•
 
looking after aging relatives




•
 
an aging population.










2.
 
(of a thing) reaching the end of useful life; obsolescent




•
 
the world's aging fleet of oil tankers.



















agita

 
/ˈajətə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 indigestion




•
 
I ain't a healthy guy! My stomach can't take this agita.










2.
 


‹informal›

 anxiety, stress, or aggravation




•
 
there will be times when he causes the Democratic leadership some agita.

















– origin

 1980s: from Italian 
agitare

 ‘agitate, shake.’






agitate

 
/ˈajəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) troubled or nervous




•
 
the thought of questioning Toby agitated him extremely.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — campaign to arouse public concern about an issue in the hope of prompting action




•
 


they agitated for

 a reversal of the decision.










3.
 
stir or disturb (something, especially a liquid) briskly




•
 
agitate the water to disperse the oil.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘drive away’): from Latin 
agitat-

 ‘agitated, driven,’ from 
agitare

 , frequentative of 
agere

 ‘do, drive.’





agitated

 
/ˈajiˌtādəd/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or appearing troubled or nervous




•
 
there's no point getting agitated.




•
 
she was red and agitated with the effort of arguing.














II.
 
derivatives





agitatedly

 
/ˈajəˌtādidlē /






adverb





















agitation

 
/ˌajəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of anxiety or nervous excitement




•
 
she was wringing her hands in agitation.










2.
 
the action of arousing public concern about an issue and pressing for action on it




•
 
widespread agitation for social reform.










3.
 
the action of briskly stirring or disturbing something, especially a liquid.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘action, being active’): from Latin 
agitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
agitare

 (see agitate
 ).





agitato

 
/ˌajəˈtädō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction after a tempo marking) in an agitated manner




•
 
allegro agitato.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘agitated.’





agitator

 
/ˈajəˌtādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who urges others to protest or rebel




•
 
an activist and agitator who fought for striking miners.










2.
 
an apparatus for stirring liquid, as in a washing machine or a photographic developing tank.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a delegate of private soldiers in the Parliamentary Army during the English Civil War (1642–49)) from Latin, from 
agitare

 (see agitate
 ). Sense 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





agitprop

 
/ˈajətˌpräp/





I.
 
noun




political (originally communist) propaganda, especially in art or literature


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
agitprop painters.

















– origin

 1930s: Russian, blend of 
agitatsiya

 ‘agitation’ and 
propaganda

 ‘propaganda.’





agleam

 
/əˈɡlēm/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
gleaming




•
 
yellow fur agleam in the sun.



















aglet

 
/ˈaɡlət/





I.
 
noun




a metal or plastic tube fixed tightly around each end of a shoelace.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
aiguillette

 ‘small needle,’ diminutive of 
aiguille

 (see aiguille
 ).





agley

 
/əˈɡlā, əˈɡlē/





I.
 
adverb






(Scottish)

 askew; awry.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + Scots 
gley

 ‘squint,’ of unknown origin.





aglow

 
/əˈɡlō/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
glowing




•
 
his bald head aglow under the lights.



















agma

 
/ˈaɡmə/





I.
 
noun




the speech sound represented by 
ng

 as in 
thing

 , a velar nasal consonant represented by ŋ in the International Phonetic Alphabet.











– origin

 1950s: from late Greek, from Greek, literally ‘fragment.’





agnail

 
/ˈaɡnāl/






noun




another term for hangnail
 .














agnate

 
/ˈaɡnāt /

 

‹chiefly Law›






I.
 
noun




a person descended from the same male ancestor as another specified or implied person, especially through the male line.








II.
 
adjective




descended from the same male ancestor as a specified or implied subject, especially through the male line.

Compare with cognate
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agnatic

 
/aɡˈnadik /






adjective













2.
 
agnation

 
/aɡˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
agnatus

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
gnatus

 , 
natus

 ‘born.’





Agnatha

 
/ˈaɡnəTHə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of primitive jawless vertebrates that includes the lampreys, hagfishes, and many fossil fishlike forms.

Compare with cyclostome
 . [Superclass 
Agnatha

 : the living forms are in the classes 
Myxini

 (hagfishes) and 
Cephalaspidomorphi

 (lampreys).]




II.
 
derivatives





agnathan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from modern Latin 
Agnatha

 (superclass name), from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
gnathos

 ‘jaw.’





Agnes, St.1


 
/ˈaɡnəs/






(died 
c.

 304), Roman martyr. The patron saint of virgins, her emblem is a lamb (Latin 
agnus

 ). Feast day, January 21.









Agnes, St.2







(
c.

 1211–82), patron saint of Bohemia. She was canonized in 1989. Feast day, March 2.









Agnesi, Maria Gaetana

 
/änˈyāzē/






(1718–99), Italian mathematician and philosopher. She wrote a mathematics textbook and was the first woman appointed to a university chair in mathematics.









Agnew, Spiro T.

 
/ˈaɡn(y)o͞o/






(1918–96), US politician; full name 
Spiro Theodore Agnew

 . He served as Richard Nixon's vice president 1969–73 but was forced to resign because of corruption charges against him that stemmed from his time as governor of Maryland 1967–69.









Agni

 
/ˈaɡnē, ˈəɡ-/






the Vedic god of fire, the priest of the gods and the god of the priests.









agnolotti

 
/ˌanyəˈlädē/





I.
 
noun




pasta squares stuffed with a variety of fillings, like small ravioli.











– origin

 Italian.






agnomen

 
/aɡˈnōmən/





I.
 
noun




a fourth name occasionally given as an honor to an ancient Roman citizen




•
 
he earned the agnomen “Coriolanus” by conspicuous bravery in battle.







Compare with nomen
 , cognomen
 , praenomen
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin, from 
ad

 ‘to’ + 
gnomen

 , 
nomen

 ‘name.’





agnosia

 
/aɡˈnōZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inability to interpret sensations and hence to recognize things, typically as a result of brain damage.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
agnōsia

 ‘ignorance.’





agnostic

 
/aɡˈnästik/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes that nothing is known or can be known of the existence or nature of God or of anything beyond material phenomena; a person who claims neither faith nor disbelief in God.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to agnostics or agnosticism.




2.
 
(in a nonreligious context) having a doubtful or noncommittal attitude toward something




•
 
until now I've been fairly agnostic about electoral reform.










3.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 denoting or relating to hardware or software that is compatible with many types of platforms or operating systems




•
 
many common file formats (JPEG, MP3, etc.) are 
platform-agnostic

 .














III.
 
derivatives





agnosticism

 
/aɡˈnästəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘not’ + gnostic
 .






Agnus Dei

 
/ˈaɡnəs ˈdāˌē, ˈdēˌī, ˈänyo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figure of a lamb bearing a cross or flag, as an emblem of Christ.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 an invocation beginning with the words “Lamb of God” forming a set part of the liturgy.




3.
 
a musical setting of this.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘Lamb of God.’





ago

 
/əˈɡō/





I.
 
adverb




(used after a measurement of time) before the present; earlier




•
 
he went five minutes ago




•
 
as long ago as 1942




•
 
not long ago he came across a rattlesnake outside his house.

















– origin

 Middle English 
ago

 , 
agone

 , past participle of the obsolete verb 
ago

 ‘pass,’ used to express passage of time. / 
usage:

 When 
ago

 is followed by a clause, the clause is normally introduced by 
that

 rather than 
since

 : it was sixty years ago 
that

 I left this place (not it was sixty years ago 
since

 I left this place). The use of 
since

 is redundant and is not correct in standard English.





agog

 
/əˈɡäɡ/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
very eager or curious to hear or see something




•
 
I'm 
all agog

 to see London




•
 
New York is agog at the gossip.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
en gogues

 , from 
en

 ‘in’ + the plural of 
gogue

 ‘fun.’





agogic

 
/əˈɡäjik, əˈɡō- /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an accent produced by lengthening the time value of a note.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
agogics

 ) [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the use of agogic accents.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
agōgos

 ‘leading,’ from 
agein

 ‘to lead,’ + -ic
 .





agogo

 
/əˈɡōɡō/





I.
 
noun




a small bell made of two metal cones, used as a percussion instrument in African and Latin music.











– origin

 from Yoruba.






a gogo

 
/ə ˈɡōˌɡō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 in abundance; galore




•
 
Gershwin a gogo—all the hits.

















– origin

 1960s: from French 
à gogo

 , from Old French 
gogue

 ‘fun.’





agonic line

 
/əˈɡänik ˌlīn/





I.
 
noun




an imaginary line around the earth passing through both the north pole and the north magnetic pole, at any point on which a compass needle points to true north.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
agōnios

 , 
agōnos

 (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
gonia

 ‘angle’) + -ic
 .






agonist

 
/ˈaɡənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a substance that initiates a physiological response when combined with a receptor.

Compare with antagonist
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction moves a part of the body directly.

Often contrasted with antagonist
 .




3.
 
another term for protagonist
 .








II.
 
derivatives





agonism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
agōnistēs

 ‘contestant’ (a sense reflected in English in the early 17th cent.), from 
agōn

 ‘contest.’





agonistic

 
/ˌaɡəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
combative; polemical.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of animal behavior) associated with conflict.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 of, relating to, or acting as an agonist.








II.
 
derivatives





agonistically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
agōnistikos

 , from 
agōnistēs

 ‘contestant,’ from 
agōn

 ‘contest.’





agonize

 
/ˈaɡəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undergo great mental anguish through worrying about something




•
 
I didn't agonize over the problem.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause mental anguish to (someone).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
agoniser

 or late Latin 
agonizare

 , from Greek 
agōnizesthai

 ‘contend,’ from 
agōn

 ‘contest.’





agonized

 
/ˈaɡəˌnīzd/






adjective




manifesting, suffering, or characterized by great physical or mental pain




•
 
she gave an agonized cry




•
 
months of agonized discussion.



















agonizing

 
/ˈaɡəˌnīziNG /

 
agonising





I.
 
adjective




causing great physical or mental pain




•
 
there is an agonizing choice to make




•
 
an agonizing death.














II.
 
derivatives





agonizingly

 
/ˈaɡəˌnīziNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
agonizingly slow steps



























agony

 
/ˈaɡənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme physical or mental suffering




•
 
he crashed to the ground in agony.










2.
 
the final stages of a difficult or painful death




•
 
his last agony




•
 
the death agony.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting mental anguish alone): via Old French and late Latin from Greek 
agōnia

 , from 
agōn

 ‘contest.’ The sense of physical suffering dates from the early 17th cent.





agony column

 
/ˈaɡənē ˈkäləm/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a column in a newspaper or magazine offering advice on personal problems to readers who write in.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a personal column.













agora1


 
/ˈaɡərə/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece) a public open space used for assemblies and markets.











– origin

 from Greek.





agora2


 
/aɡəˈrä/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Israel, equal to one hundredth of a shekel.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
῾ăgōrāh

 ‘small coin.’





agoraphobia

 
/ˌaɡərəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of crowded spaces or enclosed public places.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agoraphobic

 
/ˈˌaɡ(ə)rəˈfōbik /






adjective, noun













2.
 
agoraphobe

 
/ˈaɡərəˌfōb /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
agora

 ‘place of assembly, marketplace’ + -phobia
 .





Agoura Hills

 
/əˌɡo͝orə ˈhilz/






a city in southwestern California, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 22,283 (est. 2008).









agouti

 
/əˈɡo͞odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, long-legged burrowing rodent related to the guinea pig, native to Central and South America.

[Genera 
Cuniculus

 and 
Dasyprocta

 , family 
Dasyproctidae

 : several species.]




2.
 
fur in which each hair has alternate dark and light bands, producing a grizzled appearance.




3.
 
a rodent, especially a mouse, having agouti fur.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French or from Spanish 
aguti

 , from Tupi 
akutí

 .





Agra

 
/ˈäɡrə/






a city on the Jumna River in Uttar Pradesh state, northern India; pop. 1,638,200 (est. 2009). The capital of the Mogul empire 1566–1658, it is the site of the Taj Mahal.









agranulocytosis

 
/āˌɡranyəlōsīˈtōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a deficiency of granulocytes in the blood, causing increased vulnerability to infection.













agrarian

 
/əˈɡrerēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to cultivated land or the cultivation of land.




2.
 
relating to landed property.




3.
 
relating to a social system upon which agriculture is the sustaining foundation.








II.
 
noun




a person who advocates a redistribution of landed property, especially as part of a social movement.








III.
 
derivatives





agrarianism

 
/əˈɡrerēənizm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally designating a Roman law for the division of conquered lands): from Latin 
agrarius

 , from 
ager

 , 
agr-

 ‘field.’





Agrarian Revolution






the transformation of British agriculture during the 18th century, characterized by the enclosure of common land and the introduction of technological innovations such as the seed drill and the rotation of crops.










agree

 
/əˈɡrē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have the same opinion about something; concur




•
 
I completely 
agree with

 your recent editorial




•
 
we both agreed on issues such as tougher penalties for criminals




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I agree that consumers are always right




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Yes, it's dreadful, isn't it,” she agreed.










2.
 
(
agree with

 )
 — approve of (something) with regard to its moral correctness




•
 
I'm not sure I agree with abortion.










3.
 
(
agree to

 or 
to do something

 )
 — consent to do something that has been suggested by another person




•
 
she had agreed to go and see a movie with him.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — reach agreement about (something), typically after a period of negotiation




•
 
the commission 
agreed on

 a proposal to limit imports




•
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 if they had agreed a price, the deal would have gone through.










5.
 
(
agree with

 )
 — be consistent with




•
 
your body language does not agree with what you are saying.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 have the same number, gender, case, or person as




•
 
the writer made the verb agree with the subject.










7.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — be healthy or appropriate for someone




•
 
she's eaten something that did not agree with her.














II.
 
phrases





agree to differ






see differ
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
agreer

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
gratus

 ‘pleasing.’ / 
usage:

 Note the distinction between 
agreeing to

 something like a plan, scheme, or project and 
agreeing with

 somebody: I 
agree to

 the repayment schedule suggested; Danielle 
agrees with

 Eric that we should all go hiking on Saturday; humid weather does not 
agree with

 me. The construction 
agree with

 is also used regarding two things that go together: that story does not 
agree with

 the facts; the verb must 
agree with

 the noun in person and number.





agreeable

 
/əˈɡrēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
enjoyable and pleasurable; pleasant




•
 
a cheerful and agreeable companion.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — willing to agree to something




•
 
they were agreeable to its publication.










3.
 
(of a course of action) acceptable




•
 
a compromise that might be agreeable to both management and unions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agreeableness

 
/əˈɡrēəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
agreeably

 
/əˈɡrēəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
an agreeably warm day

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
agreable

 , from 
agreer

 ‘make agreeable to’ (see agree
 ).





agreed

 
/əˈɡrēd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
discussed or negotiated and then accepted by all parties




•
 
the agreed time




•
 
the 
agreed upon

 percentage.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of two or more parties) holding the same view or opinion on something




•
 
all the republics are agreed on the necessity of a common defense policy




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
we are 
agreed that

 what is needed is a catchy title.



















agreement

 
/əˈɡrēmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
harmony or accordance in opinion or feeling; a position or result of agreeing




•
 
the governments failed to 
reach agreement






•
 
the two officers nodded 
in agreement






•
 
there is wide 
agreement that

 investment is necessary.










2.
 
a negotiated and typically legally binding arrangement between parties as to a course of action




•
 
a trade agreement




•
 
a verbal agreement to sell.










3.
 
the absence of incompatibility between two things; consistency




•
 
agreement between experimental observations and theory.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 the condition of having the same number, gender, case, or person.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
agreer

 ‘make agreeable to’ (see agree
 ).





agrestal

 
/əˈɡrestl/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 growing wild in cultivated fields.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
agrestis

 ‘relating to the country’ (see agrestic
 ) + -al
 .






agrestic

 
/əˈɡrestik/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 of or relating to the country; rural; rustic.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
agrestis

 , from 
ager

 , 
agr-

 ‘field’ + -ic
 .





agri-






combining form




variant spelling of agro-
 :




•
 
agriculture




•
 
agribusiness.



















agribusiness

 
/ˈaɡrəˌbiznəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
agriculture conducted on commercial principles, especially using advanced technology.




2.
 
an organization engaged in this.




3.
 
the group of industries dealing with agricultural produce and services required in farming.











– origin

 1950s (originally US): blend of agriculture
 and business
 .





Agricola, Gnaeus Julius

 
/əˈɡrikələ/






(
AD

 40–93), Roman general and governor of Britain 78–84. As governor he completed the subjugation of Wales and defeated the Scottish Highland tribes.










agricultural

 
/ˌaɡrəˈkəlCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to agriculture




•
 
agricultural land




•
 
an agricultural worker.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agriculturalist

 
/ˌaɡrəˈkəlCH(ə)rələst /






noun













2.
 
agriculturally






adverb






•
 
agriculturally fertile plains




























agriculture

 
/ˈaɡrəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the science or practice of farming, including cultivation of the soil for the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, wool, and other products.








II.
 
derivatives





agriculturist

 
/ˌaɡrəˈkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
agricultura

 , from 
ager

 , 
agr-

 ‘field’ + 
cultura

 ‘growing, cultivation.’





agrimony

 
/ˈaɡrəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the rose family bearing slender flower spikes and spiny fruits. Native to north temperate regions, it has been used traditionally in herbal medicine and dyeing.

[Genus 
Agrimonia

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. eupatoria

 , which has small yellow flowers.]











– origin

 late Middle English: directly or (in early use) via Old French from Latin 
agrimonia

 , alteration of 
argemonia

 , from Greek 
argemōnē

 ‘poppy.’





Agrippa, Marcus Vipsanius

 
/əˈɡripə/






(63–12 
BC

 ), Roman general. Augustus's adviser and son-in-law, he played an important part in the naval victories over Mark Antony.









agriscience

 
/ˈaɡrəˌsīəns/





I.
 
noun




the application of science to agriculture.








II.
 
derivatives





agriscientist

 
/-tist /






noun





















agritainment

 
/ˌaɡrəˈtānmənt/






noun




farm-based entertainment including activities such as hayrides, pony rides, wine tasting, cornfield-maze contests, and harvest festivals.














agro-

 
agri-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
agricultural




•
 
agro-industry




•
 
agrobiology




•
 
agribusiness.










2.
 
agriculture and …




•
 
agroforestry.

















– origin

 from Greek 
agros

 ‘field.’





agrobiology

 
/ˌaɡrōbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology that deals with soil science and plant nutrition and its application to crop production.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agrobiological

 
/-bīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
agrobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















agrochemical

 
/ˌaɡrōˈkemək(ə)l /

 
agrichemical






noun




a chemical used in agriculture, such as a pesticide or a fertilizer.













agroforestry

 
/ˌaɡrōˈfôrəstrē/






noun




agriculture incorporating the cultivation and conservation of trees.













agro-industry

 
/ˈˌaɡrō ˈindəstrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
industry connected with agriculture.




2.
 
agriculture developed along industrial lines.








II.
 
derivatives





agro-industrial






adjective





















agrology

 
/əˈɡräləjē/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 the application of science to agriculture.








II.
 
derivatives





agrologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















agronomy

 
/əˈɡränəmē/





I.
 
noun




the science of soil management and crop production.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agronomic

 
/ˌaɡrəˈnämik /






adjective













2.
 
agronomical

 
/ˌaɡrəˈnämikəl /






adjective













3.
 
agronomically

 
/ˌaɡrəˈnämik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
agronomist

 
/əˈɡränəməst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
agronomie

 , from 
agronome

 ‘agriculturist,’ from Greek 
agros

 ‘field’ + 
-nomos

 ‘arranging’ (from 
nemein

 ‘arrange’).






Agro Pontino






Italian name for Pontine Marshes
 .









agrostology

 
/ˌaɡrəˈstäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of botany concerned with grasses.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
agrōstis

 (denoting a kind of grass) + -logy
 .





agroterrorism

 
/ˌaɡrōˈterəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




terrorist acts intended to disrupt or damage a country's agriculture, especially the use of a biological agent against crops or livestock.








II.
 
derivatives





agroterrorist






noun





















aground

 
/əˈɡround/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(with reference to a ship) on or onto the bottom in shallow water


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the ships must slow to avoid 
running aground






•
 [as 
predic. adj.

 ]
 
a cargo ship aground in the Mediterranean.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘on the ground’): from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + ground
 1
 .





Agua Prieta

 
/ˌäɡwə prēˈādə/






a city in Sonora, in northwestern Mexico, near the Arizona border; pop. 66,856 (2005).









aguardiente

 
/ˌäɡwärˈdyentā/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a distilled liquor resembling brandy, especially as made in South America from sugar cane.











– origin

 from Spanish, from 
agua

 ‘water’ + 
ardiente

 ‘fiery.’





Aguascalientes

 
/ˌäɡwäˌskälˈyenˌtās, ˌäwä-/





I.
 
a state in central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital of Aguascalientes, a health resort noted for its hot springs; pop. 663,671 (2005).







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘hot waters.’





ague

 
/ˈāˌɡyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 malaria or some other illness involving fever and shivering.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a fever or shivering fit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
agued

 
/ˈāˌɡyo͞od /






adjective













2.
 
aguish






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
acuta (febris

 ) ‘acute (fever).’





Agulhas, Cape

 
/əˈɡələs/






the most southern point of the continent of Africa, in Western Cape province, South Africa.









Agulhas Current






an ocean current in the Indian Ocean that flows southward along the east coast of Africa.









AGW






abbreviation




anthropogenic global warming.














ah

 
/ä/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express a range of emotions including surprise, pleasure, sympathy, and realization




•
 
ah, there you are!




•
 
ah, this is the life.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French.






AH

 
/āˈāCH/





I.
 
abbreviation




in the year of the Hegira (used in the Muslim calendar for reckoning years from Muhammad's departure from Mecca in 
AD

 622); of the Muslim era




•
 
a Koran dated 556 
AH

 .

















– origin

 from Latin 
anno Hegirae

 .





aha

 
/äˈhä/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express satisfaction, triumph, or surprise




•
 
Aha! So that's your secret plan!

















– origin

 Middle English: from ah
 + ha
 1
 .





AHA






abbreviation



1.
 
alpha-hydroxy acid.




2.
 
American Heart Association.














Ahaggar Mountains

 
/əˈhäɡər, ˌähəˈɡär/






another name for Hoggar Mountains
 .









aha moment






noun






‹informal›

 a moment of sudden insight or discovery




•
 
it was one of those aha moments, when you know you have to risk it all.



















ahead

 
/əˈhed /əˈhed//





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
further forward in space; in the line of one's forward motion




•
 
he had to give his attention to the road ahead




•
 
he was striding ahead toward the stream.










2.
 
further forward in time; in advance; in the near future




•
 
he contemplated the day ahead




•
 
we have to plan ahead.










3.
 
onward so as to make progress.




4.
 
in the lead




•
 
the Bucks were ahead by four




•
 
he was slightly ahead on points.










5.
 
higher in number, amount, or value than previously




•
 
profits were slightly ahead.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
ahead of





a.
 
in front of or before




•
 
she walked ahead of him along the corridor.










b.
 
in store for; awaiting




•
 
we have a long drive ahead of us.










c.
 
earlier than planned or expected




•
 
elimination of trade barriers came five years ahead of schedule.















2.
 
ahead of time






in advance.









3.
 
ahead of one's (or its) time






innovative and radical by the standards of the time; more characteristic of a later age.















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in nautical use): from a-
 2
 ‘in, at’ + head
 .





ahem

 
/əˈhəm əˈhm/





I.
 
exclamation




used to represent the noise made when clearing the throat, typically to attract attention or express disapproval or embarrassment.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: lengthened form of hem
 2
 .





ahi

 
/ˈähē/





I.
 
noun




a large tuna, especially as an item of food.











– origin

 Hawaiian 
‘ahi

 .





ahimsa

 
/əˈhimˌsä/





I.
 
noun




(in the Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain tradition) the principle of nonviolence toward all living things.











– origin

 Sanskrit, from 
a

 ‘non-, without’ + 
hiṃsā

 ‘violence.’





ahistorical

 
/ˌāhiˈstôrikəl, -ˈstär-/






adjective




lacking historical perspective or context




•
 
ahistorical nostalgia that misunderstands cultural history.




















Ahmadabad

 
/ˈämədəˌbäd /

 
Ahmedabad






an industrial city in the state of Gujarat in western India; pop. 3,913,800 (est. 2009).









Ahmadi

 
/äˈmädē/





I.
 
noun




a follower of the Ahmadiyya movement.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Urdu 
aḥmadī

 , from 
Ahmad

 (see Ahmadiyya
 ).






Ahmadiyya

 
/ˌäməˈdē(y)ə/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a Muslim movement whose followers believe that its founder Mīrzā Gulām Ahmad (
c.

 1839–1908) was the Mahdi or promised messiah




•
 
the Ahmadiyya community.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: Urdu 
aḥmadiyya

 , from the name of Mīrzā Gulām 
Ahmad

 .





aholehole

 
/əˌhōlēˈhōlē/





I.
 
noun




a small silvery fish occurring only in the shallow waters around the Hawaiian islands, where it is a food fish.

[
Kuhlia sandvicensis

 , family 
Kuhliidae

 .]











– origin

 from Hawaiian.





-aholic

 
-oholic





I.
 
suffix




denoting a person addicted to something




•
 
shopaholic




•
 
workaholic.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
(alc)oholic

 .





ahoy

 
/əˈhoi/





I.
 
exclamation






[Nautical]

 a call used to greet someone or draw attention to something from a distance




•
 
ahoy there!




•
 
ship ahoy!














II.
 
phrases





land ahoy!








[Nautical]

 an exclamation announcing the sighting of land from a ship.















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from ah
 + hoy
 1
 .





Ahriman

 
/ˈärəmən/






the evil spirit in the doctrine of Zoroastrianism, the opponent of Ahura Mazda.










Ahura Mazda

 
/əˌho͞orə ˈmäzdə/





I.
 
the creator god of Zoroastrianism, the force for good and the opponent of Ahriman.

Also called Ormazd
 .







– origin

 Avestan, literally ‘wise deity.’





Ahvaz

 
/äˈväz /

 
Ahwaz






a town in western Iran; pop. 985,614 (2006).










Ahvenanmaa

 
/ˈävəˌnänˌmä/






Finnish name for Åland Islands
 .









AI






abbreviation



1.
 
Amnesty International.




2.
 
artificial insemination.




3.
 
artificial intelligence.














aid

 
/ād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
help, typically of a practical nature




•
 
he saw the pilot slumped in his cockpit and 
went to his aid






•
 
within six weeks he was walking 
with the aid

 of a walker.










2.
 
financial or material help given to a country or area in need




•
 
700,000 tons of food aid




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
aid convoys.










3.
 
a person or thing that is a source of help or assistance




•
 
exercise is an important 
aid to

 recovery after heart attacks




•
 
a teaching aid.










4.
 


‹historical›

 a grant of subsidy or tax to a king.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
help, assist, or support (someone or something) in the achievement of something




•
 
women were aided in childbirth by midwives




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the heel was slanted to aid in climbing hilly terrain.










2.
 
promote or encourage (something)




•
 
diet and exercise aid healthy skin.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
aid and abet






see abet
 .









2.
 
in aid of








(chiefly Brit.)

 in support of; for the purpose of raising money for




•
 
a concert in aid of Armenia.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aïde

 (noun), 
aïdier

 (verb), based on Latin 
adjuvare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
juvare

 ‘to help.’





AID






abbreviation



1.
 
Agency for International Development.




2.
 
artificial insemination by donor.













Aidan, St.

 
/ˈādn/






(d. 
AD

 651), Irish missionary. While a monk in the monastery at Iona he set out to Christianize Northumbria, founding a church and monastery on the island of Lindisfarne in 635 and becoming its first bishop.










aid climbing






noun




rock climbing using the assistance of objects such as pitons placed in the rock.

Compare with free climbing
 .













aide

 
/ād/






noun



1.
 
an assistant to an important person, especially to a political leader




•
 
a presidential aide.










2.
 
short for aide-de-camp
 .














aide-de-camp

 
/ˌāddəˈkamp/





I.
 
noun




a military officer acting as a confidential assistant to a senior officer.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, ‘camp adjutant.’





aide-memoire

 
/ˌādmemˈwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aid to the memory, especially a book or document.




2.
 
an informal diplomatic message.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
aide-mémoire

 , from 
aider

 ‘to help’ and 
mémoire

 ‘memory.’






AIDS

 
/ādz /

 
Aids





I.
 
noun




a disease in which there is a severe loss of the body's cellular immunity, greatly lowering the resistance to infection and malignancy.

AIDS was first identified in the early 1980s and now affects millions of people. The cause is a virus (called the human immunodeficiency virus or HIV) transmitted in blood and in sexual fluids, and although the incubation period may be long and treatment can slow the course of the disease there is currently no cure or vaccine. In the developed world the disease first spread among homosexuals, intravenous drug users, and recipients of infected blood transfusions, before reaching the wider population. This has tended to overshadow a greater epidemic in parts of Africa, where transmission is mainly through heterosexual contact.











– origin

 1980s: acronym for 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome

 .





AIDS-related complex

 
/ādz rəˈlādid rēˈlādid ˌkämˈpleks ˈkämpleks/






noun




the symptoms of a person who is infected with HIV but does not necessarily develop the disease.













aight

 
/äˈīt, īt /

 

‹US›







exclamation, adjective




nonstandard spelling of all right
 , representing informal pronunciation:


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
aight, I'm out




•
 [as 
adjective

 ]
 
just take it slow, you'll be aight.



















aigrette

 
/āˈɡret/





I.
 
noun




a headdress consisting of a white egret's feather or other decoration such as a spray of gems.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘egret.’






aiguille

 
/āˈɡwēl/





I.
 
noun




a sharp pinnacle of rock in a mountain range.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘needle.’





aiguillette

 
/ˌāɡwəˈlet/





I.
 
noun




an ornament on some military and naval uniforms, consisting of braided loops hanging from the shoulder and on dress uniforms ending in points.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, literally ‘small needle,’ diminutive of 
aiguille

 .





Aiken

 
/ˈākən/






a resort city in west central South Carolina; pop. 29,434 (est. 2008).









aikido

 
/īˈkēdō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese form of self-defense and martial art that uses locks, holds, throws, and the opponent's own movements.











– origin

 1950s: from Japanese 
aikidō

 , literally ‘way of adapting the spirit,’ from 
ai

 ‘together, unify’ + 
ki

 ‘spirit’ + 
dō

 ‘way.’





ail

 
/āl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trouble or afflict (someone) in mind or body




•
 
exercise is good for whatever ails you.

















– origin

 Old English 
eglian

 , 
eglan

 , from 
egle

 ‘troublesome,’ of Germanic origin; related to Gothic 
agls

 ‘disgraceful.’





ailanthus

 
/āˈlanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a tall large-leaved deciduous tree that is widely grown as an ornamental or shade tree. Native to Asia and Australasia, it has been naturalized in North America and central and southern Europe.

[Genus 
Ailanthus

 , family 
Simaroubaceae

 : several species, in particular the tree of heaven.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from French 
ailante

 , from Amboinese 
ailanto

 , literally ‘tree of heaven’ (the ending being influenced by names ending with 
-anthus

 , from Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower’).






aileron

 
/ˈāləˌrän/





I.
 
noun




a hinged surface in the trailing edge of an airplane wing, used to control lateral balance.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘small wing.’





Ailey, Alvin

 
/ˈālē/






(1931–89), US dancer and choreographer. He founded the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 1958 and helped to establish modern dance as an American art form; he incorporated ballet, jazz, and Afro-Caribbean idioms in his choreography.









ailing

 
/ˈāliNG/






adjective




in poor health




•
 
I went to see my ailing mother




•
 


‹figurative›

 the ailing economy.



















ailment

 
/ˈālmənt/






noun




an illness, typically a minor one.













ailurophile

 
/īˈlo͝orəˌfīl, āˈlo͝or-/





I.
 
noun




a cat lover.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
ailuros

 ‘cat’ + -phile
 .





ailurophobia

 
/īˌlo͝orəˈfōbēə, āˌlo͝or-/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of cats.








II.
 
derivatives





ailurophobe

 
/īˈlo͝orəˌfōb, āˈlo͝or- /






noun





















aim

 
/ām/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — point or direct (a weapon or camera) at a target




•
 


aim

 the camcorder 
at

 some suitable object




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 


aim for

 the middle of the target.










2.
 
direct (an object or blow) at someone or something




•
 
she had 
aimed

 the bottle 
at

 his head.










3.
 
(
aim something at

 )
 — direct information or an action toward (a particular group)




•
 
the TV campaign is aimed at the 16-24 age group.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have the intention of achieving




•
 
new French cooking 
aims at

 producing clear, fresh flavors and light textures




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we aim to give you the best possible service.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a purpose or intention; a desired outcome




•
 
our primary aim is to achieve financial discipline.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the directing of a weapon or object at a target




•
 
his aim was perfect, and the guard's body collapsed backward.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
aim high






be ambitious.









2.
 
take aim






point a weapon or camera at a target.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
amer

 , variant of 
esmer

 (from Latin 
aestimare

 ‘assess, estimate’), reinforced by 
aemer

 , 
aesmer

 (from late Latin 
adaestimare

 , intensified form of 
aestimare

 ).





AIM

 
/ām/






abbreviation



1.
 
American Indian Movement.




2.
 
(also 
Aim

 )
 — Alternative Investment Market (a subsidiary market of the London Stock Exchange that allows small companies to be traded without the expense of a full market listing).













aimless

 
/ˈāmləs/





I.
 
adjective




without purpose or direction




•
 
an aimless, ungratifying life.














II.
 
derivatives





aimlessness

 
/ˈāmləsnəs /






noun





















aimlessly

 
/ˈāmləslē/






adverb




without purpose or direction




•
 
we wandered aimlessly around Venice.



















ainhum

 
/ˈīnəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which a band of fibrous tissue grows around the base of a toe, especially the fifth, eventually resulting in loss of the digit. It occurs mainly in the tropics and is associated with going barefoot, though its cause is unknown.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Portuguese, based on Yoruba 
eyun

 ‘saw.’





ain't

 
/ānt /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
contraction



1.
 
am not; are not; is not




•
 
if it ain't broke, don't fix it.







[originally representing London dialect.]




2.
 
has not; have not




•
 
they ain't got nothing to say.







[from dialect 
hain't

 .]











usage:

 The use of 
ain't

 was widespread in the 18th century and is still perfectly normal in many dialects and informal contexts in both North America and Britain. Today, however, it does not form part of standard English and should not be used in formal contexts.






Aintab

 
/īnˈtäb/






former name (until 1921) of Gaziantep
 .









Ainu

 
/ˈīno͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Ainus)
 — a member of an aboriginal people of Japan, physically distinct (with light skin color and round eyes) from the majority population.




2.
 
the language of the Ainu people, of unknown affinity.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ainu or their language.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: the name in Ainu, literally ‘man, person.’





aioli

 
/īˈōlē, āˈō- /

 
aïoli





I.
 
noun




mayonnaise seasoned with garlic.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
ai

 ‘garlic’ + 
oli

 ‘oil.’






air

 
/er/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the invisible gaseous substance surrounding the earth, a mixture mainly of oxygen and nitrogen.




2.
 
air regarded as necessary for breathing




•
 
the air was stale




•
 
the doctor told me to get some fresh air.










3.
 
the free or unconfined space above the surface of the earth




•
 
he celebrated by tossing his hat high in the air.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — referring to the use of aircraft




•
 
air traffic




•
 
all goods must come in 
by air

 .










5.
 
the earth's atmosphere as a medium for transmitting radio waves




•
 
radio stations have successfully sold products 
over the air

 .










6.
 
air considered as one of the four elements in ancient philosophy and in astrology (associated with the signs of Gemini, Aquarius, and Libra).




7.
 
a breeze or light wind.

See also light air
 .




8.
 
air conditioning.




9.
 
a jump off the ground on a snowboard.




10.
 
an impression of a quality or manner given by someone or something




•
 
she answered with a faint air of boredom




•
 
he leaned over with a confidential air.










11.
 
(
airs

 )
 — an annoyingly affected and condescending manner




•
 
he began to 
put on airs

 and think he could boss us around.










12.
 


[Music]

 a tune or short melodious composition, typically a song.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (an opinion or grievance) publicly




•
 
a meeting in which long-standing grievances were aired.










2.
 
broadcast (a program) on radio or television




•
 
the programs were aired on India's state TV network.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 parade or show (something) ostentatiously




•
 
airing a snowy hand and signet ring.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — expose (a room) to the open air in order to ventilate it




•
 
the window sashes were lifted regularly to air the room.










5.
 
(
air oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 go out in the fresh air.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
airs and graces








‹derogatory›

 an affectation of superiority.









2.
 
by air






in an aircraft




•
 
all goods must come in by air.















3.
 
in the air






noticeable all around; becoming prevalent




•
 
I smell violence in the air.















4.
 
on (or off) the air






being (or not being) broadcast on radio or television.









5.
 
take the air






go out of doors.









6.
 
up in the air






(of a plan or issue) still to be settled; unresolved




•
 
the fate of the power station is up in the air.















7.
 
walk on air






feel elated.















– origin

 Middle English (in 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
air

 , from Latin 
aer

 , from Greek 
aēr

 , denoting the gas. 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun is from French 
air

 , probably from Old French 
aire

 ‘site, disposition,’ from Latin 
ager

 , 
agr-

 ‘field’ (influenced by sense 1). 
Sense

 3 
of the

 noun comes from Italian 
aria

 (see aria
 ).





air ambulance






noun




a specially equipped aircraft, typically a helicopter, used to transport sick or injured people to the hospital in an emergency




•
 
Payash helped medical staff at the clinic while waiting for the air ambulance to arrive.



















airbag

 
/ˈerˌbaɡ/






noun




a safety device fitted inside a road vehicle, consisting of a cushion designed to inflate rapidly in the event of a collision and positioned so as to protect passengers from being flung against the vehicle's structure.













air ball






noun






[Basketball]

 
‹informal›

 a shot that misses the backboard, rim, and net entirely.













airbase

 
/ˈerˌbās/






noun




a base for the operation of military aircraft.













air bearing






noun




a bearing in which moving surfaces are kept apart by a layer of air provided by jets.













air bed






noun




an inflatable mattress.













air bladder

 
/e(ə)r ˈbladər/






noun



1.
 
an air-filled bladder or sac found in certain animals and plants.




2.
 
another term for swim bladder
 .













airboat

 
/ˈerbōt/






noun




a shallow-draft boat powered by an aircraft engine, for use in swamps.













airborne

 
/ˈerˌbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
transported by air




•
 
airborne pollutants.










2.
 
(of an aircraft) in the air after taking off.













air brake

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌbrāk/






noun



1.
 
a brake worked by air pressure.




2.
 
a movable flap or other device on an aircraft to reduce its speed.













air bridge

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌbrij/






noun




British term for jetway
 .













airbrush

 
/ˈerˌbrəSH/





I.
 
noun




an artist's device for spraying paint by means of compressed air.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
paint with an airbrush




•
 
a cab airbrushed with a mural of a sunset.










2.
 
alter or conceal (a photograph or a detail in one) using an airbrush




•
 
a picture of a man with wings airbrushed onto his shoulders.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
airbrushed

 )
 — represent or describe (someone or something) as better or more beautiful than they in fact are




•
 
an airbrushed vision of the decade.



















airburst

 
/ˈerbərst/






noun




an explosion in the air, typically of a nuclear bomb or large meteor.













airbus

 
/ˈerbəs/






noun






‹trademark›

 an aircraft designed to carry a large number of passengers economically, especially over relatively short routes.













air cleaner






noun




another term for air filter
 .













air command






noun




a high-level organizational unit in the US Air Force.













air-condition

 
/ˈerkənˌdiSH(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a building or vehicle) with air conditioning




•
 
we air-condition buildings so much that you need a coat in summer.



















air-conditioned

 
/erk(ə)nˈdiSH(ə)nd/






adjective




(of a building or vehicle) provided with air conditioning




•
 
the hotel has comfortable, air-conditioned rooms.




















air conditioning

 
/er kənˈdiSH(ə)niNG/





I.
 
noun




a system for controlling the humidity, ventilation, and temperature in a building or vehicle, typically to maintain a cool atmosphere in warm conditions.








II.
 
derivatives





air conditioner






noun





















air-cooled

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˈˌko͞old/






adjective




cooled by means of a flow of air.













air corridor






noun




a route to which aircraft are restricted, especially over a foreign country.













air cover

 
/e(ə)r ˈkəvər/






noun




protection from aircraft for land-based or naval operations in war situations.














aircraft

 
/ˈerˌkraft/






noun




an airplane, helicopter, or other machine capable of flight.













aircraft carrier

 
/ˈe(ə)rˌkraf(t) ˌkerēər/






noun




a large warship equipped to serve as a base for aircraft that can take off from and land on its deck.













aircrew

 
/ˈerˌkro͞o/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the crew staffing an aircraft.




2.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a member of an aircrew




•
 
each aircraft carried three aircrew.



















air cushion

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌko͝oSHən/






noun



1.
 
an inflatable cushion.




2.
 
the layer of air supporting a hovercraft or similar vehicle.













air dam






noun




a streamlining device below the front bumper of a vehicle; a front spoiler.













air date






noun




the date on which a recorded program is to be broadcast.














airdrome

 
/ˈerˌdrōm/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 an airport.




2.
 


(US)

 a military air base.













airdrop

 
/ˈerˌdräp/





I.
 
noun




an act of dropping supplies, troops, or equipment by parachute from an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drop (such things) by parachute.













air-dry

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌdrī/





I.
 
verb




make or become dry through contact with unheated air.








II.
 
adjective




not giving off any moisture on exposure to air.













Airedale

 
/ˈerˌdāl/





I.
 
noun




a large terrier of a rough-coated black and tan breed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Airedale

 , a district in Yorkshire, England, where the dog was bred.





airfare

 
/ˈerfer/






noun




the price of a passenger ticket for travel by aircraft




•
 
save a bundle in airfare by flying standby.



















airfield

 
/ˈerˌfēld/






noun




an area of land set aside for the takeoff, landing, and maintenance of aircraft.














air filter






noun




a device for filtering particles of dust, soot, etc., from the air passing through it, especially one protecting the air inlet of an internal combustion engine.













airflow

 
/ˈerˌflō/






noun




the flow of air, especially that encountered by a moving aircraft or vehicle.














airfoil

 
/ˈerˌfoil/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a structure with curved surfaces designed to give the most favorable ratio of lift to drag in flight, used as the basic form of the wings, fins, and horizontal stabilizer of most aircraft.













air force

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌfôrs/






noun

 — (often 
the air force

 or 
the Air Force

 )


1.
 
the branch of a nation's armed services that conducts military operations in the air.













Air Force One






the designation (when the president of the US is aboard) of any of several specially equipped jetliners maintained by the US Air Force.









airframe

 
/ˈerfrām/






noun




the body of an aircraft as distinct from its engine.













airfreight

 
/ˈerfrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transportation of goods by aircraft.




2.
 
goods in transit, or to be carried, by aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry or send (goods) by aircraft.








III.
 
adverb




by airfreight




•
 
the exhibit was flown airfreight.



















air freshener

 
//






noun




a substance or device for making the air in a room smell fresh or clean.













airglow

 
/ˈerɡlō/






noun




a glow in the night sky caused by radiation from the upper atmosphere.













air guitar






noun






‹informal›

 used to describe the actions of someone playing an imaginary guitar




•
 
we like our audiences to sing along and play air guitar.



















airgun

 
/ˈerˌɡən/






noun




a gun that fires pellets using compressed air.













airhead1


 
/ˈerˌhed/





I.
 
noun






[Military]

 a base secured in enemy territory where supplies and troops can be received and evacuated by air.











– origin

 World War II: on the pattern of 
bridgehead

 .





airhead2


 
/ˈerˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a silly or foolish person.













airheaded

 
/ˈerhedəd/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person) silly or foolish




•
 
a dreadfully clumsy and airheaded girl.



















air horn






noun




a powerful horn that produces sound by means of compressed air.













airily

 
/ˈerəlē/






adverb




in a way that shows that one is not treating something as serious; casually




•
 
he was airily dismissive of the question.



















airing

 
/ˈeriNG/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an exposure to warm or fresh air, for the purpose of ventilating or removing dampness from something




•
 
somebody had given the place a thorough airing.










2.
 
a walk or outing to take air or exercise




•
 
taking the baby out for an airing.










3.
 
a public expression of an opinion or subject




•
 
these are ideas I feel might be worth an airing.










4.
 
a transmission of a television or radio program.













air-kiss





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
purse the lips as if kissing (someone), without making contact




•
 
the media crowd who lunch, gossip, and air-kiss one another.














II.
 
noun




a simulated kiss, without physical contact.













air lane

 
/e(ə)r lān/






noun




a path or course regularly used by aircraft.













air layering






noun






[Horticulture]

 a form of layering in which the branch is potted or wrapped in a moist growing medium to promote root growth.













airless

 
/ˈerləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
stuffy; not ventilated




•
 
a dusty, airless basement.










2.
 
without wind or breeze; still




•
 
a hot, airless night.














II.
 
derivatives





airlessness

 
/ˈerləsnəs /






noun





















air letter

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌledər/






noun




another term for aerogramme
 .













airlift

 
/ˈerˌlift/





I.
 
noun




an act of transporting supplies by aircraft, typically in a blockade or other emergency




•
 
a massive airlift of food, blankets, and medical supplies.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport (troops or supplies) by aircraft, typically when transportation by land is difficult




•
 
helicopters were employed to airlift the troops out of danger.



















airline

 
/ˈerˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
an organization providing a regular public service of air transportation on one or more routes.




2.
 
(usu. 
air line

 )
 — a route that forms part of a system regularly used by aircraft.




3.
 
(usu. 
air line

 )
 — a pipe supplying air




•
 
use an air line to inflate those tires.




















airliner

 
/ˈerˌlīnər/






noun




a large passenger aircraft.













airlock

 
/ˈerˌläk /

 
air lock






noun



1.
 
a blockage of the flow in a pump or pipe, caused by an air bubble.




2.
 
a compartment with controlled pressure and parallel sets of doors, to permit movement between areas at different pressures.













airmail

 
/ˈerˌmāl/





I.
 
noun




a system of transporting mail by aircraft, typically overseas.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (mail) by aircraft




•
 
a recent letter that I airmailed to Miss Sifton.



















airman

 
/ˈermən/






noun



1.
 
a pilot or member of the crew of an aircraft, especially in an air force.




2.
 
a member of the US Air Force of the lowest rank, below sergeant.




3.
 
a member of the US Navy whose general duties are concerned with aircraft.













airmanship

 
/ˈermənˌSHip/






noun




skill in flying an aircraft.













air mass

 
/ˈer mas/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a body of air with horizontally uniform temperature, humidity, and pressure.













air mattress






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an inflatable mattress.













air mile






noun



1.
 
a nautical mile used as a measure of distance flown by aircraft.




2.
 
(
Air Miles

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 points (equivalent to miles of free air travel) accumulated by buyers of airline tickets and other products and redeemable against the cost of air travel with a particular airline.













airmobile

 
/ˈerˌmōb(ə)l/






adjective




(of troops) moved about by helicopters.













air pistol






noun




a pistol that fires pellets using compressed air.














airplane

 
/ˈerˌplān/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a powered flying vehicle with fixed wings and a weight greater than that of the air it displaces.














air plant

 
/ˈer plant/






noun




a typically epiphytic, sometimes rootless, tropical American plant with grasslike or fingerlike leaves through which water and airborne or waterborne nutrients are absorbed.

[Genus 
Tillandsia

 , family 
Bromeliaceae

 : several species, including Spanish moss.]













airplay

 
/ˈerˌplā/






noun




broadcasting time devoted to a particular record, performer, or musical genre.













air pocket

 
/e(ə)r ˈpäkət/






noun



1.
 
a cavity containing air.




2.
 
a region of low pressure causing an aircraft to lose altitude suddenly.













air pollution






noun




the presence in or introduction into the air of a substance which has harmful or poisonous effects




•
 
diesel exhaust and other forms of air pollution.



















airport

 
/ˈerˌpôrt/






noun



1.
 
a complex of runways and buildings for the takeoff, landing, and maintenance of civil aircraft, with facilities for passengers.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting light popular fiction such as is offered for sale to travelers in airports




•
 
another airport thriller.



















airpot

 
/ˈerpät/






noun




a container for storing and dispensing coffee or other beverages that maintains a constant temperature by use of glass insulation.













air power

 
/e(ə)r ˈpou(ə)r/






noun




airborne military forces.













air pump

 
/ˈer pəmp/






noun




a device for pumping air into or out of an enclosed space.













air punch






noun




an act of thrusting one's clenched fist up into the air, typically as a gesture of triumph or elation




•
 
the verdict was greeted with cheers and air punches by her family and friends.



















air quality

 
/e(ə)r ˈkwälədē/






noun




the degree to which the ambient air is pollution-free, assessed by measuring a number of indicators of pollution.













air quotes






plural noun






‹informal›

 a pair of quotation marks gestured by a speaker's fingers in the air, to indicate that what is being said is ironic or mocking, or is not a turn of phrase the speaker would typically employ.













air rage

 
/erāj/






noun




violent anger directed mainly at inflight airline personnel and arising from the frustrations and stresses of air travel.













air raid

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌrād/






noun




an attack in which bombs are dropped from aircraft onto a ground target.













air-raid shelter






noun




a building or structure designed to protect people from bombs dropped during air raids.













air rifle

 
/e(ə)r ˈrīfəl/






noun




a rifle that fires pellets using compressed air.













air sac






noun



1.
 
a lung compartment containing air; an alveolus.




2.
 
an extension of a bird's lung cavity into a bone or other part of the body.













airscrew

 
/ˈerskro͞o/






noun






(Brit.)

 an aircraft propeller.













air-sea rescue

 
/ˈˌe(ə)r ˌsē ˈreskyo͞o/






noun




a rescue from the sea using aircraft.













air shaft

 
/ˈer SHaft/






noun




a straight, typically vertical passage admitting air into a mine, tunnel, or building.













airship

 
/ˈerˌSHip/






noun




a power-driven aircraft that is kept buoyant by a body of gas (typically helium, formerly hydrogen) that is lighter than air.













air show

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌSHō/






noun




a show at which aircraft perform aerial displays.













airsick

 
/ˈerˌsik/





I.
 
adjective




affected with nausea due to travel in an aircraft.








II.
 
derivatives





airsickness

 
/ˈerˌsiknəs /






noun





















airsickness bag






noun




a paper bag provided in an aircraft or ship as a receptacle for vomit.













airside

 
/ˈersīd/





I.
 
noun




the side of an airport terminal from which aircraft can be observed; the area beyond security checks and passport and customs control.








II.
 
adverb




on or to the airside of an airport terminal




•
 
a new executive lounge has opened airside.



















airspace

 
/ˈerˌspās/






noun



1.
 
space available in the atmosphere immediately above the earth




•
 
temples and mosques fight for airspace with skyscrapers.










2.
 
the air available to aircraft to fly in, especially the part subject to the jurisdiction of a particular country




•
 
the airliner was refused permission to enter Maltese airspace.










3.
 


[Law]

 the right of a private landowner to the space above his land and any structures on it, which he can use for ordinary purposes such as the erection of signposts or fences.




4.
 
space left to be occupied by air for purposes of insulation.














airspeed

 
/ˈerˌspēd/






noun




the speed of an aircraft relative to the air through which it is moving.

Compare with groundspeed
 .













air station

 
/e(ə)r ˈstāSHən/






noun




an airfield operated by a navy or marine corps.













airstream

 
/ˈerˌstrēm/






noun




a current of air.













air strike

 
/ˈe(ə)r ˌstrīk/






noun




an attack made by aircraft.













airstrip

 
/ˈerˌstrip/






noun




a strip of ground set aside for the takeoff and landing of aircraft.













air support






noun




assistance given to ground or naval forces in an operation by their own or allied aircraft.













air terminal






noun




a building that passengers pass through before boarding or after disembarking from an airplane




•
 
people will be in and out of this air terminal at lightning speed.



















airtight

 
/ˈertīt/






adjective



1.
 
not allowing air to escape or pass through.




2.
 
having no weaknesses; unassailable




•
 
Scamp had an airtight alibi.



















airtime

 
/ˈerˌtīm/






noun



1.
 
time during which a broadcast is being transmitted.




2.
 
time during which a mobile phone is in use, including calls made and received.




3.
 
the time a pilot or or aircraft spends in flight




•
 
a relatively new pilot with just 100 hours of airtime.










4.
 
(in snowboarding, skiing, etc.) the time a person spends in the air during a jump




•
 
a 30-foot jump gave competitors plenty of airtime.



















air-to-air

 
/ˈe(ə)r də ˈˌe(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
directed or operating from one aircraft to another in flight.













air-to-ground






adjective




directed or operating from an aircraft in flight to the land surface.













air-to-surface






adjective




directed or operating from an aircraft in flight to the surface of the sea or other body of water.













air traffic control

 
/e(ə)r ˈtrafik kənˈtrōl/





I.
 
noun




the ground-based personnel and equipment concerned with monitoring and controlling air traffic within a particular area.








II.
 
derivatives





air traffic controller






noun





















air travel






noun




the action or process of making a journey by aircraft




•
 
transatlantic air travel




•
 
air travel can be stressful and exhausting.



















air vent






noun




an opening that allows air to pass out of or into a confined space




•
 
smoke was spotted billowing from an air vent.



















airwaves

 
/ˈerˌwāvz/






plural noun




the radio frequencies used for broadcasting




•
 
football pervades the airwaves.



















airway

 
/ˈerwā/






noun



1.
 
the passage by which air reaches a person's lungs.




2.
 
a tube for supplying air to a person's lungs in an emergency.




3.
 
a ventilating passage in a mine.




4.
 
a recognized route followed by aircraft.




5.
 
(
Airways

 )
 — in names of airlines




•
 
British Airways.



















airwoman

 
/ˈerˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a female pilot or member of the crew of an aircraft, especially in an air force.




2.
 
a female member of the US Air Force of the lowest rank, below sergeant.













airworthy

 
/ˈerˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




(of an aircraft) safe to fly.








II.
 
derivatives





airworthiness

 
/ˈerˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















airy

 
/ˈerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a room or building) spacious, well lit, and well ventilated.




2.
 
delicate, as though filled with or made of air




•
 
airy clouds.










3.
 
giving an impression of light gracefulness and elegance




•
 
her airy presence filled the house.










4.
 
giving an impression of being unconcerned or not serious, typically about something taken seriously by others




•
 
her airy unconcern for economy.














II.
 
derivatives





airiness

 
/ˈerēnəs /






noun





















airy-fairy

 
/ˌerēˈferē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 impractical and foolishly idealistic




•
 
love might seem an airy-fairy, romantic concept.



















aisle

 
/īl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a passage between rows of seats in a building such as a church or theater, an airplane, or a train




•
 
the musical had the audience dancing in the aisles.










2.
 
a passage between shelves of goods in a supermarket or other building.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 (in a church) a lower part parallel to and at the side of a nave, choir, or transept, from which it is divided by pillars.








II.
 
phrases





lead someone up the aisle






get married to someone.












III.
 
derivatives





aisled

 
/īld /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
ele

 , 
ile

 , from Old French 
ele

 , from Latin 
ala

 ‘wing.’ The spelling change in the 17th cent. was due to confusion with 
isle

 and influenced by French 
aile

 ‘wing.’





aitch

 
/āCH/





I.
 
noun




the name of the letter H.








II.
 
phrases





drop one's aitches






fail to pronounce the letter 
h

 at the beginning of words, a common feature of dialect speech.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
ache

 .





aitchbone

 
/ˈāCHˌbōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the buttock or rump bone of cattle.




2.
 
a cut of beef lying over this.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from dialect 
nache

 ‘rump,’ from Old French, based on Latin 
natis

 ‘buttock(s),’ + bone
 . The initial 
n

 in 
a nache-bone

 was lost by wrong division; compare with adder
 .





Aix-en-Provence

 
/ˌeks äN prōˈväNs, ˌāks/






a city in Provence in southern France; pop. 145,721 (2006).










Aix-la-Chapelle

 
/ˌeks lä SHäˈpel/






French name for Aachen
 .









Aizawl

 
/īˈzoul/






a city in northeastern India, capital of the state of Mizoram; pop. 295,900 (est. 2009).









Ajaccio

 
/äˈyäsēō/






a port on the west coast of Corsica; pop. 59,320.









Ajanta Caves

 
/əˌjəntə ˈkāvz/






a series of caves in the state of Maharashtra, south central India, that contain Buddhist frescos and sculptures dating from the 1st century 
BC

 to the 7th century 
AD

 .









ajar1


 
/əˈjär/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(of a door or other opening) slightly open


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
she had 
left

 the window 
ajar

 that morning




•
 [as 
predic. adj.

 ]
 
the door to the sitting room was ajar.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + obsolete 
char

 (Old English 
cerr

 ) ‘a turn, return.’





ajar2


 
/əˈjär/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 out of harmony.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘in, at’ + jar
 2
 .





Ajax

 
/ˈājaks /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a Greek hero of the Trojan War, son of Telamon, king of Salamis. He was proverbial for his size and strength.




II.
 
a Greek hero, son of Oileus, king of Locris.









Ajman

 
/ajˈmän, -ˈman/






one of the seven member states of the United Arab Emirates; pop. 387,300 (est. 2009).









Ajmer

 
/əjˈmir/






a city in northwestern India, in the state of Rajasthan; pop. 549,600 (est. 2009).









ajowan

 
/ˈajəˌwän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an annual plant (
Trachyspermum ammi

 ) of the parsley family, with feathery leaves and white flowers, native to India.




2.
 
the aromatic seeds of the ajowan plant, used as a culinary spice.




3.
 
the essential oil of the ajowan plant.











– origin

 from Hindi 
ajvāyn

 .





ajuga

 
/ˈajəɡə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes bugle.

[Genus 
Ajuga

 , family 
Labiatae

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from medieval Latin 
ajuga

 .





AK






abbreviation




Alaska (in official postal use).













AK-47





I.
 
noun




a type of assault rifle, originally manufactured in the former Soviet Union.











– origin

 acronym for Russian 
Avtomat Kalashnikova 1947

 , the designation of the original model, designed in 1947 by Mikhail T. Kalashnikov (1919–2013).





aka

 
/ˌāˌkāˈā/






abbreviation




also known as




•
 
John Merrick, aka the Elephant Man.




















Akan

 
/ˈäˌkän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a member of a people inhabiting southern Ghana and adjacent parts of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast).




2.
 
the Kwa language spoken by the Akan. There are two main dialects, Ashanti and Fante.

Also called Twi
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Akan or their language.











– origin

 the name in Akan.





akasha

 
/əˈkäSHə/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Hinduism]

 a supposed universal etheric field in which a record of past events is imprinted.








II.
 
derivatives





akashic

 
/-SHik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ākāśa

 .





Akashi

 
/əˈkäSHē/






an industrial port city in west central Japan, on southwestern Honshu Island; pop. 292,966 (2008). Standard time for Japan is set here.









akathisia

 
/ˌakəˈTHiZHə, -ˈTHizēə/






noun




a state of agitation, distress, and restlessness that is an occasional side-effect of antipsychotic and antidepressant drugs.













Akbar, Jalaludin Muhammad

 
/ˈäkˌbär, ˈakbər/






(1542–1605), Mogul emperor of India 1556–1605; known as 
Akbar the Great

 . Akbar expanded the Mogul empire to incorporate northern India.









AKC






abbreviation




American Kennel Club.













akebia

 
/əˈkēbēə/





I.
 
noun




a climbing shrub with purplish flowers, deeply divided leaves, and purple berries. Native to eastern Asia, it is grown as an ornamental in North America.

[
Akebia quinata

 , family 
Lardizabalaceae

 .]











– origin

 1837: modern Latin, coined by J. Decaisne, French botanist, from Japanese 
akebi

 .





akee

 
/aˈkē, ˈakē /

 
ackee





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical tree that is cultivated for its fruit. Native to West Africa, it has been introduced into the West Indies and elsewhere.

[
Blighia sapida

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the akee, widely eaten as a vegetable, but which can be poisonous unless cooked.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Kru 
ākee

 .






Akhenaten

 
/äkˈnätn /

 
Akhenaton
 , Ikhnaton






(14th century 
BC

 ), Egyptian pharaoh of the 18th dynasty; reigned 1379–1362 
BC

 ; came to the throne as 
Amenhotep IV

 . He renounced polytheism, introducing a monotheistic cult based on worship of the sun disk, Aten, in whose honor he changed his name. The husband of Nefertiti, he moved the capital from Thebes to the newly built city of Akhetaten. The empire began to disintegrate during his reign.









Akhmatova, Anna

 
/äKHˈmätəvə/






(1889–1966), Russian poet; pseudonym of 
Anna Andreevna Gorenko

 . Akhmatova was a member of the Acmeist group of poets.









Akihito

 
/ˌäkēˈhētō/






(1933–), emperor of Japan 1989–; full name 
Tsugu Akihito

 . He is the son of Emperor Hirohito.









akimbo

 
/əˈkimbō/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
with hands on the hips and elbows turned outward




•
 
she stood with 
arms akimbo

 , frowning at the small boy.










2.
 
(of other limbs) flung out widely or haphazardly.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
in kenebowe

 in Middle English, probably from Old Norse.






akin

 
/əˈkin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of similar character




•
 
something 
akin to

 gratitude overwhelmed her




•
 
genius and madness are akin.










2.
 
related by blood.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: contracted form of 
of kin

 .





akinesia

 
/ākīˈnēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 loss or impairment of the power of voluntary movement.








II.
 
derivatives





akinetic

 
/-ˈnetik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
akinēsia

 ‘quiescence,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
kinēsis

 ‘motion.’





Akita1


 
/əˈkēdə/






an industrial port city in northeastern Japan, on northern Honshu Island; pop. 326,309 (2008).









Akita2






I.
 
noun




a spitz (dog) of a Japanese breed.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Akita

 , the name of a district in northern Japan.





Akkad

 
/ˈakˌad, ˈäkˌäd/






the capital city that gave its name to an ancient kingdom, traditionally founded by Sargon in north central Mesopotamia. Its location is unknown.









Akkadian

 
/əˈkādēən, əˈkäd-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of Akkad.




2.
 
the Semitic language of Akkad.

Akkadian, known from cuneiform inscriptions, is the oldest Semitic language for which records exist. It was used in Mesopotamia from about 3500 
BC

 ; two dialects, Assyrian and Babylonian, were widely spoken in the Middle East for the next 2,000 years, and the Babylonian form functioned as a lingua franca until replaced by Aramaic around the 6th century 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Akkad in ancient Babylonia or its people or their language.














Akko

 
/ˈäkō/






another name for Acre
 (
sense

 1).









Ak-Mechet

 
/ˌäkməˈ(t)SHet/






former name for Simferopol
 .









akrasia

 
/əˈkrāZH(ē)ə /

 
acrasia





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Philosophy]

 the state of mind in which someone acts against their better judgment through weakness of will.








II.
 
derivatives





akratic

 
/əˈkratik /

 
acratic






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek, from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
kratos

 ‘power, strength.’ The term is used especially with reference to Aristotle's 
Nicomachean Ethics

 .





Akron

 
/ˈakrən/






a city in northeastern Ohio; pop. 207,510 (est. 2008). Noted as a center for the rubber industry; the first rubber factory was established in 1870 by B. F. Goodrich.









Aksai Chin

 
/ˌaksī ˈCHin/






a region of the Himalayas occupied by China since 1950, but claimed by India as part of Kashmir.









Aksum

 
/ˈäkso͞om /

 
Axum





I.
 
a town in the province of Tigray in northern Ethiopia. A religious center, it was the capital of the powerful Axumite kingdom between the 1st and 6th centuries 
AD

 .




II.
 
derivatives





Aksumite

 
/ˈäkso͞oˌmīt /






adjective, noun





















Al

 
/al/






symbol




the chemical element aluminum.













AL






abbreviation



1.
 
Alabama (in official postal use).




2.
 


[Baseball]

 American League.




3.
 
American Legion.













al-






prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
-l

 (as in 
alleviate

 , 
allocate

 ).














-al





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives) relating to; of the kind of.




2.
 
from Latin words




•
 
annual




•
 
infernal.










3.
 
from Greek words




•
 
historical




•
 
comical.










4.
 
from English nouns




•
 
tidal.










5.
 
forming nouns chiefly denoting verbal action




•
 
arrival




•
 
transmittal.

















– origin

 sense 1 from French 
-el

 or Latin 
-alis

 ; sense 2 from French 
-aille

 or from Latin 
-alis

 functioning as a noun ending.





Ala.






abbreviation




Alabama.













à la

 
/ˈä ˌlä, ˈä lə/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
(of a dish) cooked or prepared in a specified style or manner




•
 
fish cooked à la meunière.










2.
 


‹informal›

 in the style or manner of




•
 
afternoon talk shows à la Oprah.

















– origin

 French, from à la mode
 .






Alabama

 
/ˌaləˈbamə/






a state in the southeastern US, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 4,661,900 (est. 2008); capital, Montgomery; statehood, Dec. 14, 1819 (22). Visited by Spanish explorers in the mid 16th century and later settled by the French, it passed to Britain in 1763 and to the US in 1783.









Alabama River






a river in southern Alabama that flows for 315 miles (507 km) to meet the Mobile River.









Alabamian

 
/ˌaləˈbāmēən /

 
Alabaman





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Alabama or its inhabitants




•
 
Alabamian cuisine




•
 
his deep voice was laced with a hint of an Alabaman accent.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Alabama




•
 
a lifelong Alabamian




•
 
an Alabaman by birth and a Texan by upbringing.




















alabaster

 
/ˈaləˌbastər/





I.
 
noun




a fine-grained, translucent form of gypsum, typically white, often carved into ornaments.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of alabaster.




2.
 


‹literary›

 like alabaster in whiteness and smoothness




•
 
her alabaster cheeks flushed with warmth.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
alabaster

 , 
alabastrum

 , from Greek 
alabastos

 , 
alabastros

 .





à la carte

 
/ˌä lä ˈkärt ˌä lə ˈkärt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a menu or restaurant) listing or serving food that can be ordered as separate items, rather than part of a set meal.








II.
 
adverb




as separately priced items from a menu, not as part of a set meal




•
 
wine and good food served à la carte.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘according to the (menu) card.’






alack

 
/əˈlak /

 
alack-a-day





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 an expression of regret or dismay.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from ah
 + lack
 .





alacrity

 
/əˈlakrədē/





I.
 
noun




brisk and cheerful readiness




•
 
she accepted the invitation with alacrity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
alacritas

 , from 
alacer

 ‘brisk.’






Aladdin

 
/əˈlad(ə)n/





I.
 
the hero of a story in the 
Arabian Nights

 , who finds an old lamp that, when rubbed, summons a genie who obeys the will of the owner.







– origin

 from Arabic 
`Alā' al-dīn

 .





Aladdin's lamp





I.
 
noun




a talisman enabling its holder to gratify any wish.











– origin

 from Aladdin
 .





Alain-Fournier

 
/əˌlenˈfo͝ornyā/






(1886–1914), French novelist; pseudonym of 
Henri-Alban Fournier

 .









à la king

 
/ˌä l(ə) ˈkiNG, ˌal (ə)/






adjective




(of a dish) with diced meat in a cream sauce, usually with green peppers and pimientos.













alameda

 
/ˌaləˈmādə/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Spanish-speaking regions) a public walkway or promenade shaded with trees.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Spanish, from 
álamo

 ‘cottonwood’ + 
-eda

 ‘grove’ from Latin 
-etum

 (see -etum
 ).





Alameda

 
/ˌaləˈmēdə, -ˈmādə/






a port city in north central California, on San Francisco Bay, just southwest of Oakland; pop. 70,580 (est. 2008).









Alamo

 
/ˈaləˌmō/





(
the Alamo

 )


1.
 
a mission in San Antonio, Texas, site of a siege in 1836 by Mexican forces, in which all 180 defenders were killed.














à la mode

 
/ˌä lä ˈmōd/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
in fashion; up to date.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 served with ice cream.




3.
 
(of beef) braised in wine, typically with vegetables.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: French, literally ‘in the fashion.’





Alamogordo

 
/ˌaləməˈɡôrdō/






a city in southern New Mexico; pop. 35,757 (est. 2008). White Sands and other military and aerospace facilities are nearby.










Åland Islands

 
/ˌôlənd ˈīləndz/






a group of islands in the Gulf of Bothnia that forms an autonomous region in Finland; capital, Mariehamn (known in Finnish as Maarianhamina).

Finnish name Ahvenanmaa
 .









alanine

 
/ˈaləˌnēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins.

[Alternative name: 2-aminopropanoic acid; chem. formula: CH3
 CH(NH2
 )COOH. 
β-alanine

 , an isomer of this, is 3-aminopropanoic acid, (NH2
 )CH2
 CH2
 COOH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in German as 
Alanin

 , from aldehyde
 + 
-an

 (for ease of pronunciation) + -ine
 4
 .





Al-Anon

 
/ˌaləˈnän/






a mutual support organization for the families and friends of alcoholics, especially those of members of Alcoholics Anonymous.









alap

 
/älˈäp/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian music) the improvised section of a raga, forming a prologue to the formal expression.











– origin

 from Hindi 
alāp

 .





a la plancha

 
/ˌä lə ˈplän(t)SHə/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of meat or fish) pan-fried or cooked on a griddle.











– origin

 Spanish.





alar

 
/ˈālər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 of or relating to a wing or wings.




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 winglike or wing-shaped.




3.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 another term for axillary
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
alaris

 , from 
ala

 ‘wing.’





Alar

 
/ˈālär/






noun




trademark for daminozide
 .













Alarcón, Pedro Antonio de

 
/ˌälärˈkôn/






(1833–91), Spanish novelist and short-story writer. His notable works include 
The Three-Cornered Hat

 (1874).









Alaric

 
/ˈalərik/






(
c.

 370–410), king of the Visigoths 395–410. He captured Rome in 410.










alarm

 
/əˈlärm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an anxious awareness of danger




•
 
the boat tilted and the boatmen cried out 
in alarm






•
 
he views the right-wing upsurge in Europe 
with alarm

 .










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a warning of danger




•
 
I hammered on several doors to 
raise the alarm






•
 
Oliver smelled smoke and 
gave the alarm

 .










3.
 
a warning sound or device




•
 
they disabled the alarm and used a glass cutter to get in.










4.
 
an alarm clock.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to feel frightened, disturbed, or in danger




•
 
the government was alarmed by an outbreak of unrest.










2.
 
(
be alarmed

 )
 — be fitted or protected with an alarm




•
 
this door is locked and alarmed between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an exclamation meaning ‘to arms!’): from Old French 
alarme

 , from Italian 
allarme

 , from 
all' arme!

 ‘to arms!’





alarm bell

 
/əˈlärm bel/






noun




a bell rung as a warning of danger




•
 
the alarm bell rang out




•
 


‹figurative›

 the proposal has 
set alarm bells ringing

 .



















alarm call

 
/əˈlärm kôl/






noun




a warning cry made by a bird or other animal when startled.













alarm clock

 
/əˈlärm ˌkläk/






noun




a clock with a device that can be made to sound at the time set in advance, used to wake someone up.













alarming

 
/əˈlärmiNG/






adjective




worrying or disturbing




•
 
our countryside is disappearing at an alarming rate.



















alarmingly

 
/əˈlärmiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a worrying or disturbing way




•
 
all of a sudden, the bell sounds, rather alarmingly.










2.
 
to a worrying degree




•
 
during the early 19th century levels of crime rose alarmingly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
piling up debt during your college years is alarmingly easy.










3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express concern over an event or state of affairs




•
 
another recent attack on biography comes, alarmingly, from a biographer.



















alarmist

 
/əˈlärməst/





I.
 
noun




someone who is considered to be exaggerating a danger and so causing needless worry or panic.








II.
 
adjective




creating needless worry or panic




•
 
alarmist rumors.














III.
 
derivatives





alarmism

 
/əˈlärmˌizəm /






noun






















alarum

 
/əˈlärəm/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for alarm
 .








II.
 
phrases





alarums and excursions








‹humorous›

 confused activity and uproar.

















alas

 
/əˈlas/





I.
 
exclamation






‹chiefly literary›

 
‹humorous›

 an expression of grief, pity, or concern




•
 
alas, my funds have some limitations.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
a las

 , 
a lasse

 , from 
a

 ‘ah’ + 
las(se

 ) (from Latin 
lassus

 ‘weary’).





Alas.






abbreviation




Alaska.














Alaska

 
/əˈlaskə/






the largest state in the US, in northwestern North America, with coasts on the Arctic and North Pacific oceans and on the Bering Sea, separated from the contiguous 48 US states by Canada; pop. 686,293 (est. 2008); capital, Juneau; statehood: Jan. 3, 1959 (49). The territory was purchased from Russia in 1867. After oil was discovered in 1968, a pipeline was completed in 1977 to carry the oil from the North Slope to Valdez.









Alaska, Gulf of






a part of the northeastern Pacific Ocean between the Alaska Peninsula and the Alexander Archipelago.










Alaska cedar






noun




another term for Nootka cypress
 .













Alaskan

 
/əˈlask(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Alaska




•
 
he loved the unique Alaskan scenery.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Alaska




•
 
Alaskans are incredibly proud of their state.



















Alaskan malamute

 
/əˌlaskən ˈmaləmyo͞ot /

 
Alaskan malemute





I.
 
noun




a powerful dog of a breed with a thick, gray coat, bred by the Inuit and typically used to pull sleds.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Inuit 
malimiut

 , the name of a people of Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, who developed the breed.





Alaska Peninsula






a peninsula on the south coast of Alaska. It extends southwestward into the northeastern Pacific Ocean and is continued in the Aleutian Islands.









Alaska Range






a mountain chain that lies across southern Alaska. Mt. McKinley, rising to 20,320 feet (6,194 m), is its high point.









alate

 
/ˈālāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Entomology]

 (chiefly of insects or seeds) having wings or winglike appendages.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
alatus

 , from 
ala

 ‘wing.’





Alawi

 
/ˈaləwē /

 
Alawite /ˈaləwīt/






I.
 
noun




a member of a Shiite Muslim group living mainly in Syria.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the Alawis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Arabic 
‘Alawī

 ‘(follower or descendant) of Ali’ (see Ali
 ).





alb

 
/alb/





I.
 
noun




a white vestment worn by clergy and servers in some Christian Churches.











– origin

 Old English 
albe

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
tunica

 (or 
vestis) alba

 ‘white garment,’ from Latin 
albus

 ‘white.’





alba

 
/ˈalbə/





I.
 
noun




a shrub rose of a variety with gray-green leaves and pinkish-white, sweet-scented flowers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
alba

 , feminine of 
albus

 ‘white,’ from the name 
rosa alba

 , an old white garden rose.





Albacete

 
/ˌalbəˈTHātē ˌalbəˈsātē/






a city in Albacete Province in southeastern Spain; pop. 166,909 (2008).









albacore

 
/ˈalbəˌkôr /

 
albacore tuna





I.
 
noun




a tuna that travels in large schools and is of commercial importance as a food fish.

[Two species in the family 
Scombridae

 : 
Thunnus alalunga

 and the 
false albacore

 (
Euthynus alletteratus

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
albacora

 , from Arabic 
al-bakūra

 , perhaps from 
al

 ‘the’ + 
bakūr

 ‘premature, precocious.’





Alba Iulia

 
/ˌälbə ˈyo͞olyə/






a city in west central Romania, north of the Transylvanian Alps; pop. 66,747 (2006). Founded by the Romans in the 2nd century 
AD

 , it was the capital of Transylvania.









Alban, St.

 
/ˈôlbən, ˈal-/






(3rd century), the first English Christian martyr, a native of Verulamium (now St. Albans). He was put to death for sheltering a fugitive priest. Feast day, June 22.









Albania

 
/alˈbānēə ôlˈbānēə/





I.
 
a republic in southeastern Europe that borders on the Adriatic Sea; pop. 3,639,500 (est. 2009); capital, Tirana; official language, Albanian.





Previously part of the Byzantine and later the Ottoman empires, Albania gained independence in 1912. It became a Stalinist regime under Enver Hoxha after World War II and remained extremely isolationist in policy and outlook until the Communists lost power in 1992.





Albanian

 
/alˈbānēən ôlˈbānēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Albania, or a person of Albanian descent.




2.
 
the language of Albania.

Albanian constitutes a separate branch of the Indo-European language group, spoken in Albania, Serbia (Kosovo), and elsewhere.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Albania, its people, or their language.













Albany

 
/ˈôlbənē/





I.
 
a city in southwestern Georgia; pop. 75,831 (est. 2008).




II.
 
the capital of New York, in the eastern part of the state, on the western bank of the Hudson River; pop. 93,539 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northwestern Oregon; pop. 48,081 (est. 2008).









albatross

 
/ˈalbəˌtrôs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very large oceanic bird related to the shearwaters, with long narrow wings. Albatrosses, some species of which have wingspans greater than 10 feet (3.3 m), are found mainly in the southern oceans, with three kinds in the North Pacific.

[Genera 
Diomedea

 and 
Phoebetria

 , family 
Diomedeidae

 : several species, including the 
sooty albatross

 (
P. fusca

 ), 
Laysan albatross

 (
D. immutablis

 ), and 
wandering albatross

 (
D. exulans

 ).]




2.
 
a source of frustration or guilt; an encumbrance (in allusion to Coleridge's 
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner

 )




•
 
an albatross of a marriage.










3.
 


[Golf]

 another term for double eagle
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration (influenced by Latin 
albus

 ‘white’) of 16th-cent. 
alcatras

 , applied to various seabirds including the frigate bird and pelican, from Spanish and Portuguese 
alcatraz

 , from Arabic 
al-ġaṭṭās

 ‘the diver.’





albedo

 
/alˈbēdō/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Astronomy]

 the proportion of the incident light or radiation that is reflected by a surface, typically that of a planet or moon.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: ecclesiastical Latin, ‘whiteness,’ from Latin 
albus

 ‘white.’





Albee, Edward

 
/ˈôlbē, ˈalbē/






(1928–), US playwright; full name 
Edward Franklin Albee III

 . Notable works: 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

 (1962), 
A Delicate Balance

 (1966), 
Seascape

 (1975), and 
The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?

 (2001).









albeit

 
/ôlˈbēit alˈbēit/





I.
 
conjunction




although




•
 
he was making progress, albeit rather slowly.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the phrase 
all be it

 ‘although it be (that).’





Albemarle Sound

 
/ˌalbəmärl ˈsound/






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean in northeastern North Carolina, inside the Outer Banks.









Albers, Josef

 
/ˈalbərz, ˈôl-/






(1888–1976), US artist, designer, and teacher; born in Germany. He is associated with the Bauhaus and constructivism and is best known for his series of abstract canvases 
Homage to the Square

 , which he began in 1950.









albert

 
/ˈalbərt /

 
albert chain





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a watch chain with a bar at one end for attaching to a buttonhole.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Prince Albert

 (see Albert, Prince
 ).





Albert, Carl

 
/ˈalbərt/






(1908–2000), US politician. A Democrat from Oklahoma, he served in the US House of Representatives 1947–77 and became Speaker of the House in 1971.










Albert, Lake

 
/ˈalbərt/






a lake in the Rift Valley of eastern central Africa, on the border between the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) and Uganda. It is linked to Lake Edward by the Semliki River and to the White Nile by the Albert Nile.

Also called Mobutu Sese Seko, Lake
 .










Albert, Prince

 
/ˈalbərt/






(1819–61), consort to Queen Victoria and prince of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha; full name 
Albert Francis Charles Augustus Emmanuel

 .









Alberta

 
/alˈbərdə/






a prairie province in western Canada, bounded on the south by the US and on the west by the Rocky Mountains; capital, Edmonton; pop. 3,290,350 (2006).









Alberta clipper






noun






[Meteorology]

 a fast-moving winter weather system originating in the lee of the Canadian Rockies that typically brings snow, high winds, and cold temperatures across the northern US.













Alberti, Leon Battista

 
/älˈbertē/






(1404–72), Italian architect, humanist, painter, and art critic. He wrote 
On Painting

 (1435), which was the first account of the theory of perspective in the Renaissance.










Albert Nile






the upper part of the Nile River that flows through northwestern Uganda between Lake Albert and the Uganda–South Sudan border.









Albertus Magnus, St.

 
/alˈbərtəs ˈmaɡnəs/






(
c.

 1200–80), Dominican theologian, philosopher, and scientist; known as 
Doctor Universalis

 . A teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas, he was a pioneer in the study of Aristotle. Feast day, November 15.









albescent

 
/ˌalˈbes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 growing or shading into white




•
 
the albescent waves on the horizon.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
albescere

 ‘become white,’ from 
albus

 ‘white.’





Albigenses

 
/ˌalbəˈjensēz/





I.
 
plural noun




the members of a heretical sect in southern France in the 12th–13th centuries, identified with the Cathars. Their teaching was a form of Manichaean dualism, with an extremely strict moral and social code.








II.
 
derivatives





Albigensian

 
/ˌalbəˈjen(t)SH(ə)n /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 medieval Latin, from 
Albiga

 , the Latin name of 
Albi

 in southern France.





albino

 
/alˈbīˌnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or animal having a congenital absence of pigment in the skin and hair (which are white) and the eyes (which are typically pink).




2.
 


‹informal›

 an abnormally white animal or plant


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an albino tiger.














II.
 
derivatives





albinism

 
/ˈalbəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Portuguese (originally denoting albinos among African blacks) and Spanish, from 
albo

 (from Latin 
albus

 ‘white’) + the suffix 
-ino

 (see -ine
 1
 ).





Albinus

 
/alˈbēnəs/






see Alcuin
 .









Albion

 
/ˈalbēən/





I.
 
noun




a poetic or literary term for Britain or England (often used in referring to ancient or historical times).











– origin

 Old English, from Latin, probably of Celtic origin and related to Latin 
albus

 ‘white’ (in allusion to the white cliffs of Dover). The phrase 
perfidious Albion

 (mid 19th cent.) translates the French 
la perfide Albion

 , alluding to alleged treachery to other nations.





albite

 
/ˈalbīt/





I.
 
noun




a sodium-rich mineral of the plagioclase feldspar group, typically white, occurring widely in igneous rocks.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
albus

 ‘white’ + -ite
 1
 .





albizzia

 
/alˈbizēə, -ˈbitsēə /

 
albizia





I.
 
noun




a leguminous tree or shrub with feathery leaves and densely clustered plumelike flowers. Native to warm climates, it is sometimes grown as a shade tree or ornamental.

[Genus 
Albizia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Filippo degli 
Albizzi

 , a Tuscan nobleman who introduced the silk tree 
A. julibrizzen

 into Italy in the mid 18th cent.





albondigas

 
/alˈbändiɡəs/





I.
 
plural noun




small meatballs, prepared in the Mexican, Spanish, or South American way.











– origin

 Spanish, from Arabic 
al-bunduq

 ‘hazel nut.’





Albright, Madeleine Korbel

 
/ˈôlˌbrīt/






(1937–), US secretary of state 1997–2001; born in Czechoslovakia. After serving as US ambassador to the United Nations 1993–1997, she became the first woman to head the US Department of State. She immigrated to the US with her family in 1948 during the Communist takeover in Czechoslovakia.









album

 
/ˈalbəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blank book for the insertion of photographs, stamps, or pictures




•
 
the wedding pictures had pride of place in the family album.










2.
 
a collection of recordings issued as a single item on CD, record, or another medium.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
albus

 ‘white’ used as a noun meaning ‘a blank tablet.’ Taken into English from the German use of the Latin phrase 
album amicorum

 ‘album of friends,’ it was originally used consciously as a Latin word with Latin inflections.






albumen

 
/alˈbyo͞omən/





I.
 
noun




egg white, or the protein contained in it.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘egg white,’ from 
albus

 ‘white.’ / 
usage:

 The words 
albumen

 and 
albumin

 have the same origin but are not identical in meaning. 
Albumen

 refers specifically to egg white or the protein found in egg white. 
Albumin

 , on the other hand, refers to the more general category of protein that is soluble in water and that is coagulated on heating, of which 
albumen

 is just one type.






albumin

 
/alˈbyo͞omən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a simple form of protein that is soluble in water and coagulable by heat, such as that found in egg white, milk, and (in particular) blood serum.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
albumine

 , based on Latin 
albumen

 , 
albumin-

 (see albumen
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at albumen
 .





albuminoid

 
/alˈbyo͞oməˌnoid/






noun




another term for scleroprotein
 .













albuminous

 
/alˈbyo͞omənəs/






adjective




consisting of, resembling, or containing albumen.













albuminuria

 
/alˌbyo͞oməˈn(y)o͝orēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of albumin in the urine, typically as a symptom of kidney disease.













Albuquerque

 
/ˈalbəˌkərkē/






city in central New Mexico, on the Rio Grande; pop. 521,999 (est. 2008). It is the largest city in the state.









Albuquerque, Alfonso de






(1453–1515), Portuguese colonial statesman. He conquered Goa (1510) and made it the capital of the Portuguese empire in the east.










Alcaeus

 
/alˈsēəs/






(
c.

 620–
c.

 580 
BC

 ), Greek lyric poet. He invented a new form of lyric meter called the alcaic. His works were a model for the Roman poet Horace and the verse of the Renaissance.









alcaic

 
/alˈkāik /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




a four-line verse stanza in the meter invented by the Greek poet Alcaeus, and later used in a slightly altered form by the Roman poet Horace.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
alcaics

 )


1.
 
alcaic verse.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
alkaikos

 , from 
Alkaios

 (see Alcaeus
 ).





Alcalá de Henares

 
/ˌälkəˌlä dā həˈnärās/






a city in central Spain, on the Henares River, 15 miles (25 km) northeast of Madrid; pop. 203,645 (2008).









alcalde

 
/älˈkäldē, al-/





I.
 
noun




a magistrate or mayor in a Spanish, Portuguese, or Latin American town.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Spanish, from Arabic 
al-ḳāḍī

 ‘the judge’ (see cadi
 ).





Alcan Highway

 
/ˌalkan ˈhīwā /

 
Alaska Highway






a military road, built during World War II to link Dawson Creek in the Yukon Territory with Fairbanks in Alaska, as part of a supply route to the former Soviet Union and the Pacific Ocean.









Alcatraz

 
/ˈalkəˌtraz/






a rocky island in San Francisco Bay, California. It was the site of a top-security federal prison between 1934 and 1963 and since 1972 has been administered by the National Park Service.









alcazar

 
/ˌalkəˈzär, alˈkazər /

 
Alcazar





I.
 
noun




a Spanish palace or fortress of Moorish origin.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
alcázar

 , from Arabic 
al-ḳaṣr

 ‘the castle.’





Alcestis

 
/ôlˈsestəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







wife of Admetus, king of Pherae in Thessaly, whose life she saved by consenting to die on his behalf.









alchemist

 
/ˈalkəməst/






noun



1.
 
a person who practices alchemy




•
 
phosphorus was discovered by German alchemist Hennig Brand in 1669.










2.
 
a person who transforms or creates something through a seemingly magical process




•
 
some highly imaginative tax shelters dreamed up by the accounting alchemists.




















alchemy

 
/ˈalkəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the medieval forerunner of chemistry, based on the supposed transformation of matter. It was concerned particularly with attempts to convert base metals into gold or to find a universal elixir.




2.
 
a seemingly magical process of transformation, creation, or combination




•
 
finding the person who's right for you requires a very subtle alchemy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
alchemic

 
/alˈkemik /






adjective













2.
 
alchemical

 
/alˈkemikəl /






adjective













3.
 
alchemize

 
/ˈalkəˌmīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French and medieval Latin from Arabic 
alkīmiyā

 ', from 
al

 ‘the’ + 
kīmiyā

 ' (from Greek 
khēmia

 , 
khēmeia

 ‘art of transmuting metals’).





Alcian blue

 
/ˌalsēən ˈblo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a water-soluble copper-containing blue dye used as a histological stain for glycosaminoglycans.











– origin

 1940s: 
Alcian

 perhaps from (
phth)al(o)cyan(ine

 ) with a phonetic respelling.





Alcibiades

 
/ˌalsəˈbīədēz/






(
c.

 450–404 
BC

 ), Athenian general and statesman who held commands during the Peloponnesian Wars against Sparta (431–404).









alcid

 
/ˈalsəd/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a bird of the auk family (
Alcidae

 ); an auk or puffin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin 
Alcidae

 , from 
Alca

 (genus name), based on Old Norse 
álka

 ‘razorbill’; compare with auk
 .





Alclad

 
/ˈalklad/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a composite material consisting of sheets of aluminum alloy coated with pure aluminum or a different alloy to increase corrosion resistance.











– origin

 1920s: from 
al(uminum)

 + clad
 1
 .





Alcock, Sir John William

 
/ˈôlˌkäk/






(1892–1919), English aviator. With Sir Arthur Whitten Brown, he made the first nonstop transatlantic flight in June 1919.










alcohol

 
/ˈalkəˌhôl ˈalkəˌhäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a colorless volatile flammable liquid that is produced by the natural fermentation of sugars and is the intoxicating constituent of wine, beer, spirits, and other drinks, and is also used as an industrial solvent and as fuel.

[Alternative names: ethanol, ethyl alcohol; chem. formula: C2
 H5
 OH.]




2.
 
drink containing this




•
 
she hasn't drunk alcohol in five years.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 any organic compound whose molecule contains one or more hydroxyl groups attached to a carbon atom.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: French (earlier form of 
alcool

 ), or from medieval Latin, from Arabic 
al-kuḥl

 ‘the kohl.’ In early use the term denoted powders, specifically kohl, and especially those obtained by sublimation; later ‘a distilled or rectified spirit’ (mid 17th cent).





alcohol abuse





I.
 
noun




the habitual misuse of alcohol




•
 
Dawn's father was put into rehab for alcohol abuse.














II.
 
derivatives





alcohol abuser






noun





















alcohol-free

 
/ˈalkəˌhôlˌfrē/






adjective



1.
 
(of a drink) not containing alcohol (denoting varieties of normally alcoholic drinks from which the alcohol has been removed)




•
 
alcohol-free wines.










2.
 
where, or during which, alcoholic drinks are not consumed




•
 
the hotel has an alcohol-free bar.




















alcoholic

 
/ˌalkəˈhôlik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or relating to alcoholic liquor




•
 
beer is the favorite alcoholic drink.










2.
 
caused by the excessive consumption of alcohol




•
 
alcoholic liver disease.










3.
 
suffering from alcoholism




•
 
his alcoholic daughter was the cause of his anxiety.














II.
 
noun




a person suffering from alcoholism.













Alcoholics Anonymous

 
/ˈˌalkəˈhôliks əˈnänəməs /

 
AA








‹trademark›

 a self-help organization for people fighting alcoholism, founded in the US in 1935 and now having branches worldwide.









alcoholism

 
/ˈalkəhôˌlizəm/






noun




an addiction to the consumption of alcoholic liquor or the mental illness and compulsive behavior resulting from alcohol dependency




•
 
he had a long history of depression, drug abuse and alcoholism.



















Alcott, Bronson

 
/ˈôlkət, ˈal-, -ˌkät/






(1799–1888), US educator; father of Louisa May Alcott; full name 
Amos Bronson Alcott

 . He advocated radical reforms in education, including racial integration in the classroom. Appointed superintendent of schools in Concord, Massachusetts, in 1859, he created the first parent–teacher association.









Alcott, Louisa May






(1832–88), US novelist. Her novel 
Little Women

 (1868–69) was based on her New England childhood and was written for adolescent girls. She wrote a number of sequels to this, as well as novels for adults. Alcott was involved in the women's suffrage movement and served as a nurse during the Civil War.









alcove

 
/ˈalˌkōv/





I.
 
noun




a recess, typically in the wall of a room or of a garden.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
alcôve

 , from Spanish 
alcoba

 , from Arabic 
al-ḳubba

 ‘the vault.’






Alcuin

 
/ˈalkwən/






(
c.

 735–804) English scholar, theologian, and adviser to Charlemagne; also known as 
Albinus

 . He is credited with the transformation of Charlemagne's court into a cultural center during the Carolingian Renaissance.









Alda, Alan

 
/ˈôldə/






(1936–), US actor, director, and writer; born 
Alphonso Joseph D'Abruzzo

 . He won five Emmys for his role as Hawkeye Pierce on the television series 
M*A*S*H

 1972–83. His movies include 
Same Time, Next Year (1978

 ), 
California Suite

 (1978), 
The Seduction of Joe Tynan

 (1979), and 
Everyone Says I Love You

 (1996).









Aldabra

 
/alˈdabrə/






a coral island group in the Indian Ocean, northwest of Madagascar. Formerly part of the British Indian Ocean Territory, it became an outlying dependency of the Seychelles in 1976.









Aldan River

 
/əlˌdän ˈrivər/






a river in the eastern Siberian area of Russia that rises in the Stanovoy Khrebet Mountains and flows for 1,400 miles (2,240 km) into the Lena River east of Yakutsk.









Aldebaran

 
/alˈdebərən/





I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Taurus. It is a binary system of which the main star is a red giant.







– origin

 Arabic, ‘the follower (of the Pleiades).’






aldehyde

 
/ˈaldəˌhīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —CHO, formed by the oxidation of alcohols. Typical aldehydes include methanal (formaldehyde) and ethanal (acetaldehyde).








II.
 
derivatives





aldehydic

 
/ˌaldəˈhīdik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: shortened from Latin 
alcohol dehydrogenatum

 ‘alcohol deprived of hydrogen.’





al dente

 
/äl ˈdentā, al/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of food, typically pasta) cooked so as to be still firm when bitten.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘to the tooth.’





alder

 
/ˈôldər /

 
alder tree





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed tree of the birch family that has toothed leaves and bears male catkins and woody female cones.

[Genus 
Alnus

 , family 
Betulaceae

 : many species, including the 
European alder

 (
A. glutinosa

 ), common in damp ground and on riverbanks.]











– origin

 Old English 
alor

 , 
aler

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Erle

 ; forms spelled with 
d

 are recorded from the 14th cent.





alderfly

 
/ˈôldərˌflī /

 
alder fly






noun




a brownish flylike insect that lives near water and has predatory aquatic larvae.

[Family 
Sialidae

 , order 
Neuroptera

 : several genera.]














alderman

 
/ˈôldərmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 an elected member of a municipal council.




2.
 
(in England before 1974) a member of a county or borough council, next in status to the Mayor.




3.
 
(in Anglo-Saxon England) a noble serving the king as a chief officer in a district or shire.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aldermanic

 
/ˌôldərˈmanik /






adjective













2.
 
aldermanship

 
/ˈôldərmənˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
aldormann

 (originally in the general sense ‘a man of high rank’), from 
aldor

 , 
ealdor

 ‘chief, patriarch,’ from 
ald

 ‘old’ + man
 . Later the sense ‘warden of a guild’ arose; then, as the guilds became identified with the ruling municipal body, ‘local magistrate, municipal officer,’ the status and method of appointment varying in different times and places.





Alderney

 
/ˈôldərnē/






an island in the English Channel, to the northeast of Guernsey; pop. 2,000 (est. 2009). It is the third largest of the Channel Islands.









alderperson

 
/ˈôldərˌpərs(ə)n/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 an elected member of a city council.













alderwoman

 
/ˈôldərˌwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun




an elected female member of a municipal council.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in sense ‘alderman's wife’): from 
alder-

 in alderman
 + woman
 .





al desko

 
/al ˈdeskō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






‹humorous›

 while working at one's desk in an office (with reference to the consumption of food or meals)


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
limp sandwiches eaten al desko




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an al-desko lunch.

















– origin

 1980s: on the pattern of al fresco
 .





aldicarb

 
/ˈaldəˌkärb/





I.
 
noun




a systemic agricultural pesticide used particularly against some mites, insects, and nematode worms.











– origin

 1970s: blend of aldehyde
 and 
carbamide

 (from carbo-
 + amide
 ).





Aldine

 
/ˈôldīn ˈôldēn/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Venetian printer Aldus Manutius, or to the books printed by him, or to certain styles of display types.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
Aldinus

 , from 
Aldus

 , the printer's given name.





Aldis lamp

 
/ˈôldis ˌlamp/





I.
 
noun




a handheld lamp for signaling in Morse code.











– origin

 World War I: named after A. C. W. 
Aldis

 (1878–1953), its British inventor.





Aldiss, Brian

 
/ˈôldəs/






(1925–), English novelist and critic, best known for his science fiction; full name 
Brian Wilson Aldiss

 . He wrote 
Frankenstein Unbound

 (1973).









aldol

 
/ˈalˌdôl, -ˌdäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a viscous liquid obtained when acetaldehyde dimerizes in dilute alkali or acid.

[Alternative name: 
3-hydroxybutanal

 ; chem. formula: CH3
 CH(OH)CH2
 CHO.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
ald(ehyde)

 + -ol
 .





aldosterone

 
/ˌalˈdästərōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a corticosteroid hormone that stimulates absorption of sodium by the kidneys and so regulates water and salt balance.











– origin

 1950s: blend of aldehyde
 and steroid
 , + -one
 .





aldosteronism

 
/ˌaldōˈstərəˌnizəm, alˈdästərə-/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which there is excessive secretion of aldosterone. This disturbs the balance of sodium, potassium, and water in the blood and so leads to high blood pressure.














aldrin

 
/ˈôldrin/





I.
 
noun




a toxic synthetic insecticide, now generally banned.

[A chlorinated polycyclic hydrocarbon; chem. formula: C12
 H8
 Cl6
 .]











– origin

 1940s: from the name of K. 
Alder

 (see Diels–Alder reaction
 ) + -in
 1
 .





Aldrin, Buzz

 
/ˈôldrin/






(1930–), US astronaut; born 
Edwin Eugene Aldrin

 . He became an astronaut in 1963, and walked in space for 5 hours and 37 minutes during the 1966 Gemini 12 mission. In 1969 he took part in the first moon landing, the Apollo 11 mission, becoming the second person, after Neil Armstrong, to set foot on the moon.










Aldus Manutius

 
/ˌôldəs məˈn(y)o͞oSH(ē)əs/






(1450–1515), Italian scholar, printer, and publisher; Latinized name of 
Teobaldo Manucci

 ; also known as 
Aldo Manuzio

 .









ale

 
/āl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a type of beer with a bitter flavor and higher alcoholic content




•
 
amber-colored beers, ales, and stouts.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 beer.











– origin

 Old English 
alu

 , 
ealu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
ǫl

 . Formerly the word referred especially to unhopped or paler-colored varieties of beer.






aleatoric

 
/ˌālēəˈtôrik, ˌal-/





I.
 
adjective




another term for aleatory
 .











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
aleatorius

 , from 
aleator

 ‘dice player,’ from 
alea

 ‘die,’ + -ic
 .






aleatory

 
/ˈālēəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
depending on the throw of a dice or on chance; random.




2.
 
relating to or denoting music or other forms of art involving elements of random choice (sometimes using statistical or computer techniques) during their composition, production, or performance.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
aleatorius

 (see aleatoric
 ).





alec

 
/ˈalək /

 
aleck
 , alick





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person




•
 
what sort of alec do you take me for?

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: shortening of smart aleck
 .





alecost

 
/ˈālˌkôst, -ˌkäst/






noun



1.
 
a wild plant with small daisylike flowers that has culinary and folk-medicinal uses.

[
Chrysanthemum balsamita

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
another name for costmary
 .













Alecto

 
/əˈlektō /

 

‹Greek Mythology›


 
Allecto






one of the Furies.









alee

 
/əˈlē/





I.
 
adverb, adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
on the side of a ship that is sheltered from the wind.




2.
 
(of the helm) moved around to leeward in order to tack a vessel or to bring its bows up into the wind.











– origin

 late Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + lee
 .





alehouse

 
/ˈālˌhous/






noun






‹dated›

 a tavern.













Aleichem

 
/əˈlāKHəm, -kəm/






see Sholom Aleichem
 .









Alekhine, Alexander

 
/ˌəlˈyôKH(y)in/






(1892–1946), French chess player; born in Russia; world champion 1927–35 and 1937–46.









Aleksandropol

 
/ˌalikˈsändrəˌpōl, ˌəlyiksənˈdrôpəl /

 
Alexandropol






former name (1840–1924) for Gyumri
 .










Aleksandrovsk

 
/ˌaləɡˈzandrôvsk/






former name (until 1921) of Zaporizhzhya
 .









alembic

 
/əˈlembik/





I.
 
noun




a distilling apparatus, now obsolete, consisting of a rounded, necked flask and a cap with a long beak for condensing and conveying the products to a receiver.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
alembicus

 , from Arabic 
al-'anbīḳ

 , from 
al-

 ‘the’ + 
'anbīḳ

 ‘still’ (from Greek 
ambix

 , 
ambik-

 ‘cup, cap of a still’).





aleph

 
/ˈälif, ˈälef/





I.
 
noun




the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.











– origin

 Middle English: from Hebrew 
῾ālep̱

 , literally ‘ox’ (the character in Phoenician and ancient Hebrew possibly being derived from a hieroglyph of an ox's head).





Aleppo

 
/əˈlepō/






a city in northern Syria; pop. 1,693,800 (est. 2009).










Aleppo gall






noun




a hard nutlike gall that forms on the some varieties of oak in response to the developing larva of a gall wasp. It is used as a source of gallic acid and tannin.

[The wasp is 
Cynips quercusfolii

 , family 
Cynipidae

 .]













alerce

 
/əˈlərsə/





I.
 
noun




a cypress tree that is valued for its timber.

[Several species in the family 
Cupressaceae

 , in particular the 
sandarac tree

 (
Tetraclinis articulata

 ) of southern Spain and northwestern Africa, from which the resin sandarac is obtained.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, ‘larch.’





alert

 
/əˈlərt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
quick to notice any unusual and potentially dangerous or difficult circumstances; vigilant




•
 
an alert police officer discovered a truck full of explosives




•
 
schools need to be constantly 
alert to

 this problem.










2.
 
able to think clearly; intellectually active




•
 
she remained active and alert until well into her eighties.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being watchful for possible danger




•
 
security forces were placed 
on alert

 .










2.
 
an announcement or signal warning of danger




•
 
a bomb alert




•
 
an alert sounded and all the fighters took off.










3.
 
a period of vigilance in response to a warning of danger




•
 
traffic was halted during the alert.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
warn (someone) of a danger, threat, or problem, typically with the intention of having it avoided or dealt with




•
 
he 
alerted

 people 
to

 the dangers of smoking




•
 
police were alerted after three men drove away without paying.














IV.
 
phrases





on the alert






vigilant and prepared




•
 
the security forces must be on the alert for an upsurge in violence.


















V.
 
derivatives





alertly

 
/əˈlərtlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in military use): from French 
alerte

 , from Italian 
all' erta

 ‘to the watchtower.’





alertness

 
/əˈlərtnəs/






noun




the quality of being alert




•
 
nothing could escape the steel trap of my alertness




•
 
a lack of mental alertness.



















-ales





I.
 
suffix






[Botany]

 forming the names of orders of plants




•
 
Rosales.

















– origin

 from the plural of the Latin adjectival suffix 
-alis

 (see -al
 ).





alethic

 
/əˈleTHik, əˈlē-/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 denoting modalities of truth, such as necessity, contingency, or impossibility.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
alētheia

 ‘truth’ + -ic
 .





Aletschhorn

 
/ˈäliCHˌhôrn/






a mountain in Switzerland, in the Bernese Alps, that rises to 13,763 feet (4,195 m). Its glaciers are among the largest in Europe.









aleurone

 
/ˈalyərōn əˈlo͝orōn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 protein stored as granules in the cells of plant seeds.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
aleuron

 ‘flour.’





Aleut

 
/əˈlo͞ot, ˈalēˌo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting the Aleutian Islands, other islands in the Bering Sea, and parts of western Alaska.




2.
 
the language of the Aleuts, related to Eskimo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Aleuts or their language.











– origin

 from Russian, from an unknown source.





Aleutian Islands

 
/əˈl(y)o͞oSH(ə)n ˌīləndz /

 
the Aleutians






a chain of US volcanic islands that extend southwest from the Alaska Peninsula.









Aleutian Range

 
/əˌlo͞oSHən ˈrān(d)ZH/






an extension of the Coast Ranges in southwestern Alaska. It contains many volcanoes.










A level





I.
 
noun




(in the UK except Scotland) the higher of the two main levels of standardized examinations in secondary schools.

Compare with O level
 .











– origin

 short for 
advanced level

 .





alevin

 
/ˈaləvən/





I.
 
noun




a newly spawned salmon or trout still carrying the yolk.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Old French, based on Latin 
allevare

 ‘raise up.’





alewife

 
/ˈālwīf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a northwestern Atlantic fish of the herring family that swims up rivers to spawn and is found also in the Great Lakes.

[
Alosa pseudoharengus

 , family 
Clupeidae

 .]




2.
 
another term for menhaden
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: possibly from earlier 
alewife

 ‘woman who keeps an alehouse,’ with reference to the fish's large belly.






Alexander1


 
/ˌaləɡˈzandər/






(356–323 
BC

 ), king of Macedon 336–323; son of Philip II; known as 
Alexander the Great

 . He conquered Persia, Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia, Bactria, and the Punjab; he founded the city of Alexandria in Egypt.









Alexander2


 
/ˌaləɡˈzandər/





I.
 
three kings of Scotland.




II.
 


Alexander I

 (
c.

 1077–1124), son of Malcolm III; reigned 1107–24.




III.
 


Alexander II

 (1198–1249), son of William I of Scotland; reigned 1214–49.




IV.
 


Alexander III

 (1241–86), son of Alexander II; reigned 1249–86. He annexed the Hebrides and the Isle of Man in 1266.










Alexander3


 
/ˌaləɡˈzandər/





I.
 
three tsars of Russia.




II.
 


Alexander I

 (1777–1825), reigned 1801–25. During his reign, Napoleon unsuccessfully invaded Russia 1812.




III.
 


Alexander II

 (1818–81), son of Nicholas I; reigned 1855–81; known as 
Alexander the Liberator

 . His reforms included limited emancipation of the serfs.




IV.
 


Alexander III

 (1845–94), son of Alexander II; reigned 1881–94.









Alexander, Grover Cleveland






(1887–1950), US baseball player; known as 
Pete

 . A pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies 1911–17, the Chicago Cubs 1917–26, and the St. Louis Cardinals 1926–30, he retired with 373 career wins and 90 shutouts. Baseball Hall of Fame (1938).









Alexander, Harold






1st Earl Alexander of Tunis (1891–1969), British field marshal and statesman; full name 
Harold Rupert Leofric George Alexander

 .









Alexander Archipelago






a group of more than 1,000 US islands off the coast of southeastern Alaska.










Alexander Nevsky, St.

 
/ˈnefskē /

 
Nevski






(
c.

 1220–63), prince of Novgorod 1236-63; born 
Aleksandr Yaroslavich

 . He defeated the Swedes on the banks of the Neva River in 1240. Feast day, August 30 or November 23.









Alexander technique





I.
 
a system of body awareness designed to promote well-being by ensuring minimum effort in maintaining postures and carrying out movements.







– origin

 1930s: named after Frederick Matthias 
Alexander

 (1869–1955), Australian-born actor and physical therapist who developed it.





Alexandretta

 
/ˌaləɡzanˈdredə/






former name for Iskenderun
 .









Alexandria

 
/ˌaləɡˈzandrēə/





I.
 
the chief port of Egypt; pop. 4,084,700 (est. 2006). Founded in 332 
BC

 by Alexander the Great, it was a major center of Hellenistic culture, renowned for its library and for the Pharos lighthouse.




II.
 
an industrial city in central Louisiana, on the Red River; pop. 48,639 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northern Virginia, on the Potomac River, across from Washington, DC; pop. 143,885 (est. 2008).









Alexandrian

 
/ˌaləɡˈzandrēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Alexandria in Egypt.




2.
 
belonging to or akin to the schools of literature and philosophy of ancient Alexandria.




3.
 
(of a writer) derivative or imitative rather than creative; fond of recondite learning.













alexandrine

 
/ˌaliɡˈzandrin, -ˌdrēn /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




(of a line of verse) having six iambic feet.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
alexandrines

 )


1.
 
an alexandrine line.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
alexandrin

 , from 
Alexandre

 (see Alexander
 1
 ), the subject of an Old French poem in this meter.





alexandrite

 
/ˌaləɡˈzandrīt/





I.
 
noun




a gem variety of chrysoberyl that appears green in daylight and red in artificial light.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Tsar 
Alexander

 II of Russia (see Alexander
 3
 ) + -ite
 1
 .






alexia

 
/əˈleksēə/





I.
 
noun




the inability to see words or to read, caused by a defect of the brain.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
lexis

 ‘speech,’ from 
legein

 ‘speak,’ which was confused with Latin 
legere

 ‘read.’






alfalfa

 
/alˈfalfə/





I.
 
noun




a leguminous plant with cloverlike leaves and bluish flowers. Native to southwestern Asia, it is widely grown for fodder.

Also called lucerne
 . [
Medicago sativa

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, from Arabic 
al-faṣfaṣa

 , a green fodder.





al-Fatah






see Fatah
 .









alfisol

 
/ˈalfiˌsôl, -ˌsäl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising leached basic or slightly acid soils with a clay-enriched B horizon (subsoil).











– origin

 1960s: from the arbitrary element 
Alfi-

 + -sol
 .





Alfonso XIII

 
/alˈfänsō, älˈfônsō/






(1886–1941), king of Spain 1886–1931. He was forced into exile after elections indicating a preference for a republic.









Alfred

 
/ˈalfrəd/






(849–99), king of Wessex 871–899; known as 
Alfred the Great

 . His military resistance saved southwestern England from Viking occupation.









Alfredo

 
/alˈfrādō/





I.
 
noun




a sauce for pasta incorporating butter, cream, garlic, and Parmesan cheese.











– origin

 named after 
Alfredo

 di Lelio, the Italian chef and restaurateur who invented the sauce.






al fresco

 
/al ˈfreskō /

 
alfresco





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in the open air


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an al fresco luncheon.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, ‘in the fresh (air).’





Alfvén, Hannes

 
/älˈvān/






(1908–95), Swedish theoretical physicist; full name 
Hannes Olof Gösta Alfvén

 . His work was important for controlled thermonuclear fusion. He shared the 1970 Nobel Prize for Physics with 
Louis Néel

 (1904–2000).









Alfvén wave






noun






[Physics]

 a hydromagnetic shear wave in a plasma that moves along magnetic field lines. The velocity of such waves (the 
Alfvén velocity

 or 
speed

 ) is characteristic for a plasma of given properties.














alga

 
/ˈalɡə/





I.
 
noun




a simple nonflowering plant of a large group that includes the seaweeds and many single-celled forms. Algae contain chlorophyll but lack true stems, roots, leaves, and vascular tissue.

[Divisions 
Chlorophyta

 (
green algae

 ), 
Heterokontophyta

 (
brown algae

 ), and 
Rhodophyta

 (
red algae

 ); some (or all) are frequently placed in the kingdom 
Protista

 . See also blue-green algae
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





algal

 
/ˈalɡ(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘seaweed.’





algebra

 
/ˈaljəbrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of mathematics in which letters and other general symbols are used to represent numbers and quantities in formulae and equations.




2.
 
a system of algebra based on given axioms.








II.
 
derivatives





algebraist

 
/ˌaljəˈbrāist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Italian, Spanish, and medieval Latin, from Arabic 
al-jabr

 ‘the reunion of broken parts,’ ‘bone setting,’ from 
jabara

 ‘reunite, restore.’ The original sense, ‘the surgical treatment of fractures,’ probably came via Spanish, in which it survives; the mathematical sense comes from the title of a book, 
ʿilm al-jabr wa'l-muḳābala

 ‘the science of restoring what is missing and equating like with like,’ by the mathematician al-Ḵwārizmī (see algorithm
 ).





algebraic

 
/ˌaljəˈbrāik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving algebra.




2.
 
(of a mathematical expression or equation) in which a finite number of symbols is combined using only the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and exponentiation with constant rational exponents.

Compare with transcendental
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
algebraical






adjective













2.
 
algebraically






adverb





















Algeciras

 
/ˌälKHāˈTHēˌräs, -ˈsēˌräs/






a ferry port and resort in southern Spain, on the Strait of Gibraltar; pop. 115,333 (2008).









Alger, Horatio

 
/ˈaljər/






Jr. (1832–99), US author. His novels, most notably 
Ragged Dick

 (1867), were infused with the message that honest hard work can overcome poverty.









Algeria

 
/ˌalˈjirēə/







1.
 
a republic in northwestern Africa, on the Mediterranean coast; pop. 34,178,200 (est. 2009); capital, Algiers; official language, Arabic.





Algeria was colonized by France in the mid 19th century and was for a time closely integrated with metropolitan France. Following civil war in the 1950s, it achieved independence in 1962. A brief period of multiparty democracy was ended by a military takeover in 1992 after the fundamentalist Islamic Salvation Front had won the first round of the national elections. This prompted a low-level civil war until 2000 when the Islamic Salvation Army, the armed segment of the Islamic Salvation Front, was dissolved.









Algerian

 
/alˈjirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Algeria




•
 
a port city on the Algerian coast.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Algeria, or a person of Algerian descent




•
 
Algerians are known for their hospitality.




















-algia





I.
 
combining form




denoting pain in a specified part of the body




•
 
neuralgia




•
 
myalgia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
algos

 ‘pain.’





-algic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-algia

 (such as 
neuralgic

 corresponding to 
neuralgia

 ).













algicide

 
/ˈaljəˌsīd/






noun




a substance that is poisonous to algae.













Algiers

 
/ˌalˈjirz/






the capital of Algeria and one of the leading Mediterranean ports of North Africa; pop. 2,203,700 (est. 2009).









alginic acid

 
/alˌjinik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an insoluble gelatinous carbohydrate found (chiefly as salts) in many brown seaweeds. The sodium salt is used as a thickener in foods and many other materials.








II.
 
derivatives





alginate

 
/ˈaljəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
alginic

 from alga
 + -in
 1
 + -ic
 .





algo

 
/ˈalɡō/






noun






‹informal›

 short for algorithm
 :




•
 
the algo determines which indexed pages are most relevant to that search term.



















algo-






combining form




pain




•
 
algolagnia.



















Algol

 
/ˈalˌɡôl, -ˌɡäl /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a variable star or star system in the constellation Perseus, regarded as the prototype of eclipsing binary stars.







– origin

 from Arabic 
al ġūl

 ‘the ghoul.’





ALGOL

 
/ˈalˌɡôl ˈalˌɡäl/





I.
 
noun




one of the early high-level computer programming languages that was devised to carry out scientific calculations.











– origin

 1950s: from 
algo(rithmic)

 + the initial letter of language
 .





algolagnia

 
/ˌalɡōˈlaɡnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 desire for sexual gratification through inflicting pain on oneself or others; sadomasochism.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
algos

 ‘pain’ + 
lagneia

 ‘lust.’





algology

 
/alˈɡäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of algae.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
algological

 
/ˌalɡəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
algologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Algonquian

 
/alˈɡäNGk(w)ēən /

 
Algonkian





I.
 
adjective




denoting, belonging to, or relating to a family of North American Indian languages formerly spoken across a vast area from the Atlantic seaboard to the Great Lakes and the Great Plains.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Algonquian family of languages.




2.
 
a speaker of any of the Algonquian languages.

Algonquian is one of the largest groups of American Indian languages, including Abnaki, Mohegan, Pequot, Ojibwa, Cree, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Fox, Menomini, and Delaware. Although the Algonquian languages are today spoken from the east coast of North America to the Rockies, the speakers are few and several of the languages are endangered. Many English words have been adopted from these languages, e.g., 
moccasin

 , 
moose

 , and 
toboggan

 .











– origin

 from Algonquin
 + -ian
 .






Algonquin

 
/alˈɡäNGkwən /

 
Algonkin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Algonquins)
 — a member of a North American Indian people living in Canada along the Ottawa River and its tributaries and westward to the north of Lake Superior.




2.
 
the dialect of Ojibwa spoken by the Algonquin, with about 3,000 speakers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Algonquin or their language.











– origin

 French, perhaps a contraction of obsolete 
Algoumequin

 , from a Micmac word meaning ‘at the place of spearing fish and eels.’ / 
usage:

 The use of 
Algonquin

 to refer generically to the Algonquian peoples or their languages is incorrect.






algorithm

 
/ˈalɡəˌriT͟Həm/





I.
 
noun




a process or set of rules to be followed in calculations or other problem-solving operations, especially by a computer




•
 
a basic 
algorithm for

 division.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
algorithmic

 
/ˌalɡəˈriT͟Hmik /






adjective













2.
 
algorithmically

 
/ˌalɡəˈriT͟Hmik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: variant (influenced by Greek 
arithmos

 ‘number’) of Middle English 
algorism

 , via Old French from medieval Latin 
algorismus

 . The Arabic source, 
al-Ḵwārizmī

 ‘the man of Ḵwārizm’ (now Khiva), was a name given to the 9th-cent. mathematician Abū Ja῾far Muhammad ibn Mūsa.






algorithmic trading





I.
 
noun






[Stock Market]

 automated trading by computers which are programmed to take certain actions in response to varying market data




•
 
algorithmic trading relies on computer systems to buy shares automatically when predefined market conditions are met.














II.
 
derivatives





algorithmic trader






noun





















algo trading





I.
 
noun






[Stock Exchange]

 short for algorithmic trading
 :




•
 
the foreign exchange market has embraced algo trading.














II.
 
derivatives





algo trader






noun





















Algren, Nelson

 
/ˈôlɡrən/






(1909–81), US novelist; born 
Nelson Ahlgren Abraham

 . He drew on his childhood experiences in the slums of Chicago for his vivid, realistic novels of social protest, such as 
Somebody in Boots

 (1935). Other notable works: 
The Man with the Golden Arm

 (1949) and 
Walk on the Wild Side

 (1956).









alhaji

 
/älˈhäjē, alˈhajē/





I.
 
noun




(in West Africa) a Muslim who has been to Mecca as a pilgrim (often used as a title).











– origin

 Hausa, from Turkish, from 
al

 ‘the’ + 
hājī

 ‘pilgrim.’





Alhambra1


 
/ˌalˈhambrə/






a city in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 85,953 (est. 2008).









Alhambra2







(
the Alhambra

 )
 — a fortified Moorish palace, the last stronghold of the Muslim kings of Granada, built between 1248 and 1354 near Granada in Spain.










al-Hudayda

 
/ˌalho͝oˈdīdə/






Arabic name for Hodeida
 .










Ali

 
/äˈlē/






(
c.

 600–61 
AD

 ), the fourth caliph, cousin of Muhammad and husband of the prophet's daughter Fatima. Ali is regarded by Shiites as Muhammad's first true successor.









alias

 
/ˈālēəs/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to indicate that a named person is also known or more familiar under another specified name




•
 
Eric Blair, alias George Orwell.










2.
 


‹informal›

 indicating another term or synonym




•
 
the catfish—alias bullhead—is a mighty tasty fry-up.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a false or assumed identity




•
 
a spy operating 
under the alias

 Barsad.










2.
 


[Computing]

 an alternative name or label that refers to a file, command, address, or other item, and can be used to locate or access it.




3.
 


[Telecommunications]

 each of a set of signal frequencies that, when sampled at a given uniform rate, would give the same set of sampled values, and thus might be incorrectly substituted for one another when reconstructing the original signal.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be aliased

 )


1.
 


[Physics]

 
[Telecommunications]

 misidentify (a signal frequency), introducing distortion or error.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘at another time, otherwise.’





aliasing

 
/ˈālēəsiNG/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 
[Telecommunications]

 the misidentification of a signal frequency, introducing distortion or error.




2.
 


[Computing]

 in computer graphics, the jagged, or saw-toothed appearance of curved or diagonal lines on a low-resolution monitor.














Ali Baba

 
/ˌälē ˈbäbə/






the hero of a story supposed to be from the 
Arabian Nights

 , who discovered the magic formula (“Open Sesame!”) that opened a cave where forty robbers kept their treasure.









alibi

 
/ˈaləˌbī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a claim or piece of evidence that one was elsewhere when an act, typically a criminal one, is alleged to have taken place




•
 
she 
has an alibi

 for the whole of yesterday evening




•
 
a defense of alibi.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an excuse or pretext




•
 
a catch-all alibi for failure and inadequacy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 offer an excuse or defense for (someone), especially by providing an account of their whereabouts at the time of an alleged act




•
 
her friend agreed to alibi her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make excuses




•
 
not once do I recall him whining or alibiing.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adverb in the sense ‘elsewhere’): from Latin, ‘in another place; elsewhere.’ The noun use dates from the late 18th cent. / 
usage:

 The weakened nonlegal use of 
alibi

 to mean simply ‘an excuse’ is a fairly common and natural extension of the core meaning. It is acceptable in standard English, although regarded as incorrect by some traditionalists.





Alicante

 
/ˌaliˈkantē, ˌäləˈkäntā/






a seaport on the Mediterranean coast of southeastern Spain, the capital of Alicante Province; pop. 331,750 (2008).









Alice-in-Wonderland

 
/ˌaləsənˈwəndərland/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not logically explicable or predictable




•
 
this Alice-in-Wonderland economic system.

















– origin

 See Carroll, Lewis
 .





Alice Springs

 
/ˌalis ˈspriNGz/






a railroad terminus and supply center serving the outback of Northern Territory, Australia; pop. 27,481 (2008).










alicyclic

 
/ˌaləˈsīklik, -ˈsik- /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting organic compounds that combine cyclic structure with aliphatic properties, e.g., cyclohexane and other saturated cyclic hydrocarbons.

Compare with aromatic
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
alicyclics

 )


1.
 
an alicyclic compound.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of aliphatic
 and cyclic
 .





alidade

 
/ˈaləˌdād/





I.
 
noun




a sighting device or pointer for determining directions or measuring angles, used in surveying and (formerly) astronomy.











– origin

 late Middle English: directly or (in modern use) via French and Spanish from Arabic 
al-

 
‘iḍāda

 ‘the revolving radius,’ probably based on 
‘aḍud

 ‘upper arm.’






alien

 
/ˈālēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to a foreign country or nation.




2.
 
unfamiliar and disturbing or distasteful




•
 
bossing anyone around was 
alien to

 him




•
 
they found the world of adult education a little alien.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — relating to or denoting beings supposedly from other worlds; extraterrestrial




•
 
an alien spacecraft.










4.
 
(of a plant or animal species) introduced from another country and later naturalized.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a foreigner, especially one who is not a naturalized citizen of the country where they are living




•
 
an illegal alien.










2.
 
a hypothetical or fictional being from another world.




3.
 
a plant or animal species originally introduced from another country and later naturalized.








III.
 
derivatives





alienness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
alienus

 ‘belonging to another,’ from 
alius

 ‘other.’





alien abduction






noun




the alleged abduction of a person by an extraterrestrial being




•
 
victims of alien abduction




•
 
reports of mysterious UFO sightings and alarming alien abductions.



















alienable

 
/ˈālēənəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 able to be transferred to new ownership.








II.
 
derivatives





alienability

 
/ˌālēənəˈbilədē /






noun





















alienage

 
/ˈālyənij/






noun




the state or condition of being an alien.













alienate

 
/ˈālyəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel isolated or estranged




•
 
an urban environment that would alienate its inhabitants




•
 (as 
adj.

 
alienated

 )
 
an alienated angst-ridden 22-year-old.










2.
 
cause (someone) to become unsympathetic or hostile




•
 
the association does not wish to alienate its members.










3.
 


[Law]

 transfer ownership of (property rights) to another person or group.








II.
 
phrases





alienate someone's affections








[Law]

 induce someone to transfer their affection from a person (such as a spouse) with legal rights or claims on them.















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
alienat-

 ‘estranged,’ from the verb 
alienare

 , from 
alienus

 ‘of another’ (see alien
 ).





alienation

 
/ˌālyəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or experience of being isolated from a group or an activity to which one should belong or in which one should be involved




•
 
unemployment may generate a sense of political alienation.










2.
 
loss or lack of sympathy; estrangement




•
 
public 
alienation from

 bureaucracy.










3.
 
(in Marxist theory) a condition of workers in a capitalist economy, resulting from a lack of identity with the products of their labor and a sense of being controlled or exploited.




4.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a state of depersonalization or loss of identity in which the self seems unreal, thought to be caused by difficulties in relating to society and the resulting prolonged inhibition of emotion.




5.
 
(also 
alienation effect

 )
 — 

[Theater]

 an effect, sought by some dramatists, whereby the audience remains objective and does not identify with the actors.




6.
 


[Law]

 the transfer of the ownership of property rights.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
alienatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
alienare

 ‘estrange,’ from 
alienus

 (see alien
 ). The term 
alienation effect

 (1940s) is a translation of German 
Verfremdungseffekt

 .





alienee

 
/ˌālēəˈnē/






noun






[Law]

 dated term for grantee
 .













alienist

 
/ˈālēənist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
former term for psychiatrist
 .




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a psychiatrist who assesses the competence of a defendant in a court of law.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
aliéniste

 , based on Latin 
alienus

 ‘of another’ (see alien
 ).





alienor

 
/ˈālyənôr/






noun






[Law]

 dated term for grantor
 .













a-life

 
/ˈālīf/






noun




short for artificial life
 .













aliform

 
/ˈaləfôrm ˈāləˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective




wing-shaped.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
aliformis

 , from Latin 
ala

 ‘wing’ + 
-formis

 (see -form
 ).





Alighieri, Dante

 
/ˌaləɡˈyerē/






see Dante
 .










alight1


 
/əˈlīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) descend from the air and settle




•
 
a lovely blue swallow alighted on a branch.










2.
 
descend from a train, bus, or other form of transportation




•
 
the conductor alights to push the cable car completely around.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





alight on






find by chance; notice




•
 
her eyes alighted on the item in question.





















– origin

 Old English 
ālīhtan

 , from 
ā-

 (as an intensifier) + 
līhtan

 ‘descend’ (see light
 3
 ).





alight2


 
/əˈlīt/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
on fire; burning


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the house was well alight when the firemen arrived




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
flammable liquid was 
set alight

 .










2.
 
shining brightly


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a single lamp was alight




•
 


‹figurative›

 the boy's face was 
alight with

 excitement.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from the phrase 
on a light

 (= lighted) 
fire

 .






align

 
/əˈlīn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place or arrange (things) in a straight line




•
 
gently brush the surface to align the fibers.










2.
 
put (things) into correct or appropriate relative positions




•
 
the fan blades are carefully aligned




•
 


‹figurative›

 aligning domestic prices with prices in world markets.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lie in a straight line, or in correct relative positions




•
 
the pattern of the border at the seam should align perfectly.










4.
 
(
align oneself with

 )
 — give support to (a person, organization, or cause)




•
 
newspapers usually align themselves with certain political parties.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come together in agreement or alliance




•
 
all of them must now align against the foe




•
 (as 
adj.

 
aligned

 )
 
forces aligned with Russia.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
aligner

 , from 
à ligne

 ‘into line.’





alignment

 
/əˈlīnmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
arrangement in a straight line, or in correct or appropriate relative positions




•
 
the tiles had slipped out of alignment.










2.
 
the act of aligning parts of a machine




•
 
oil changes, lube jobs, and wheel alignments.










3.
 
the route or course of a road or railroad




•
 
four railroads, all on different alignments.










4.
 
a position of agreement or alliance




•
 
a firm famous for its liberal alignment.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
alignement

 , from 
aligner

 (see align
 ).






alike

 
/əˈlīk/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more subjects) similar to each other




•
 
the brothers were very much alike




•
 
the houses all looked alike.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in the same or a similar way




•
 
the girls dressed alike in black pants and jackets.










2.
 
used to show that something applies equally to a number of specified subjects




•
 
he talked in a friendly manner to staff and patients alike.

















– origin

 Old English 
gelīc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gelijk

 and German 
gleich

 , reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
álíkr

 (adjective) and 
álíka

 (adverb).






aliment

 
/ˈaləmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 food; nourishment.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 support; sustenance.








II.
 
verb




provide with nourishment or sustenance.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
alimentum

 , from 
alere

 ‘nourish.’





alimentary

 
/ˌaləˈment(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to nourishment or sustenance.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
alimentarius

 , from 
alimentum

 ‘nourishment’ (see aliment
 ).





alimentary canal






noun




the whole passage along which food passes through the body from mouth to anus. It includes the esophagus, stomach, and intestines.













alimentation

 
/ˌaləmənˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the provision of nourishment or other necessities of life.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘maintenance, support’): from medieval Latin 
alimentatio(n-)

 , from late Latin 
alimentare

 ‘to feed,’ from 
alimentum

 ‘nourishment’ (see aliment
 ).






alimony

 
/ˈaləˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a husband's or wife's court-ordered provision for a spouse after separation or divorce.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘nourishment, means of subsistence’): from Latin 
alimonia

 ‘nutriment,’ from 
alere

 ‘nourish.’






A-line

 
/ˈālīn/






adjective




(of a garment) slightly flared from a narrow waist or shoulders




•
 
A-line skirts.




















aliphatic

 
/ˌaləˈfadik /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting organic compounds in which carbon atoms form open chains (as in the alkanes), not aromatic rings.

Compare with alicyclic
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
aliphatics

 )


1.
 
an aliphatic compound.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally used of the fatty acids): from Greek 
aleiphar

 , 
aleiphat-

 ‘fat’ + -ic
 .





aliquot

 
/ˈaləˌkwät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portion of a larger whole, especially a sample taken for chemical analysis or other treatment.




2.
 
(also 
aliquot part

 or 
portion

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a quantity that can be divided into another a whole number of times.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be aliquoted

 )


1.
 
divide (a whole) into aliquots; take aliquots from (a whole).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
aliquote

 , from Latin 
aliquot

 ‘some, so many,’ from 
alius

 ‘one of two’ + 
quot

 ‘how many.’





alisphenoid

 
/ˌaləˈsfēˌnoid/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a winglike cartilaginous bone within the mammalian skull, forming part of the socket of the eye.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ala

 ‘wing’ + sphenoid
 .





A-list

 
/ˈālist /

 
B-list





I.
 
noun




a real or imaginary list of the most (or second-most) celebrated or sought-after individuals, especially in show business


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an A-list celebrity.














II.
 
derivatives





A-lister

 
B-lister






noun





















aliterate

 
/āˈlidərət/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling to read, although able to do so.








II.
 
noun




an aliterate person.








III.
 
derivatives





aliteracy

 
/-əsē /






noun





















Alito, Samuel

 
/əˈlētō/






(1950–) US Supreme Court associate justice since 2006; full name 
Samuel Anthony Alito, Jr.

 He was appointed by President George W. Bush.










alive

 
/əˈlīv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person, animal, or plant) living, not dead




•
 
hopes of finding anyone still alive were fading




•
 
he was kept alive by a feeding-tube.










2.
 
(of a feeling or quality) continuing in existence




•
 
keeping hope alive.










3.
 
continuing to be supported or in use




•
 
militarism was kept alive by pure superstition.










4.
 
(of a person or animal) alert and active; animated




•
 
Ken 
comes alive

 when he hears his music played.










5.
 
having interest and meaning




•
 
we hope we will make history 
come alive

 for the children.










6.
 
(
alive to

 )
 — aware of and interested in; responsive to




•
 
always alive to new ideas.










7.
 
(
alive with

 )
 — swarming or teeming with




•
 
in spring those cliffs are alive with auks and gulls.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
alive and kicking








‹informal›

 prevalent and very active




•
 
bigotry is still alive and kicking.















2.
 
alive and well






still existing or active (often used to deny rumors or beliefs that something has disappeared or declined)




•
 
Jefferson's ideas are alive and well today in Washington.















3.
 
look alive






another term for look lively
 (see lively
 ).












III.
 
derivatives





aliveness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
on līfe

 , literally ‘in life.’





aliyah

 
/əˈlēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 immigration to Israel




•
 
students 
making aliyah

 .










2.
 


[Judaism]

 the honor of being called upon to read from the Torah




•
 
I was called up for an aliyah.

















– origin

 from Hebrew 
‘ăliyāh

 ‘ascent.’





alizarin

 
/əˈlizərən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a red pigment present in madder root, used in dyeing.

[Alternative name: 
1,2-dihydroxyanthraquinone

 ; chem. formula: C14
 H8
 O4
 .]




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 denoting dyes derived from or similar to alizarin




•
 
alizarin crimson.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
alizarine

 , from 
alizari

 ‘madder,’ from Arabic 
al-῾iṣāra

 ‘pressed juice,’ from 
῾aṣara

 ‘to press fruit.’






al-Jizah

 
/ˌalˈjēzə/






Arabic name for Giza
 .









alkahest

 
/ˈalkəˌhest /

 
alcahest





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the hypothetical universal solvent sought by alchemists.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: sham Arabic, probably invented by Paracelsus.






alkali

 
/ˈalkəˌlī/





I.
 
noun




a chemical compound that neutralizes or effervesces with acids and turns litmus blue; typically, a caustic or corrosive substance of this kind such as lime or soda.

Often contrasted with acid
 ; compare with base
 1
 . Alkalis release hydroxide ions (OH–
 ) when dissolved in water. An alkaline solution has a pH greater than 7.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a saline substance derived from the ashes of various plants, including glasswort): from medieval Latin, from Arabic 
al-ḳalī

 ‘calcined ashes (of the glasswort, etc.),’ from 
ḳalā

 ‘fry, roast.’





alkalic

 
/alˈkalik/






adjective






[Geology]

 (of a rock or mineral) richer in sodium and/or potassium than is usual for its type.













alkali feldspar






noun






[Geology]

 any of the group of feldspars rich in sodium and/or potassium.













alkali metal






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the elements lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium, and francium, occupying Group IA (1) of the periodic table. They are very reactive, electropositive, monovalent metals forming strongly alkaline hydroxides.














alkaline

 
/ˈalkəlin ˈalkəˌlīn/





I.
 
adjective




having the properties of an alkali, or containing alkali; having a pH greater than 7.

Often contrasted with acid
 or acidic
 ; compare with basic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





alkalinity

 
/ˌalkəˈlinədē /






noun





















alkaline battery






noun




a long-lived dry cell with an alkaline electrolyte of potassium hydroxide, which deters corrosion.













alkaline earth

 
alkaline earth metal






noun




any of the elements beryllium, magnesium, calcium, strontium, barium, and radium, occupying Group IIA (2) of the periodic table. They are reactive, electropositive, divalent metals, and form basic oxides that react with water to form comparatively insoluble hydroxides.













alkalize

 
/ˈalkəˌlīz /

 
alkalinize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
alkalized

 or 
alkalizing

 )


1.
 
treat with alkali.








II.
 
derivatives





alkalization

 
/ˌalkəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















alkaloid

 
/ˈalkəˌloid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of nitrogenous organic compounds of plant origin that have pronounced physiological actions on humans. They include many drugs (morphine, quinine) and poisons (atropine, strychnine).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in German from alkali
 .





alkalosis

 
/ˌalkəˈlōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 an excessively alkaline condition of the body fluids or tissues that may cause weakness or cramps.














alkane

 
/ˈalˌkān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the series of saturated hydrocarbons including methane, ethane, propane, and higher members.

[Alkanes have the general formula: Cn
 H2n+2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from alkyl
 + -ane
 2
 .






alkene

 
/ˈalˌkēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the series of unsaturated hydrocarbons containing a double bond, including ethylene and propylene.

[Alkenes have the general formula: Cn
 H2
 n
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from alkyl
 + -ene
 .





alky

 
/ˈalkē /

 
alkie






noun






‹informal›

 an alcoholic.













alkyd

 
/ˈalkid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of synthetic polyester resins derived from various alcohols and acids, used in varnishes, paints, and adhesives.











– origin

 1920s: blend of alkyl
 and acid
 .






alkyl

 
/ˈalk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting a hydrocarbon radical derived from an alkane by removal of a hydrogen atom.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: German, from 
Alkohol

 ‘alcohol’ + -yl
 .





alkylate

 
/ˈalkəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
alkylating

 or 
alkylated

 )


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce an alkyl radical into (a compound)




•
 
alkylating agents.














II.
 
derivatives





alkylation

 
/ˌalkəˈlāSHən /






noun





















alkyne

 
/ˈalkīn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the series of unsaturated hydrocarbons containing a triple bond, including acetylene.

[Alkynes have the general formula: Cn
 H2n-2
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from alkyl
 + -yne
 .






all

 
/ôl/





I.
 
predeterminer, determiner, pronoun



1.
 
used to refer to the whole quantity or extent of a particular group or thing


[as 
predeterminer

 ]


•
 
all the people I met




•
 
she left all her money to him




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
10% of all cars sold




•
 
he slept all day




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
four bedrooms, all with balconies




•
 
carry 
all of

 the blame




•
 
the men are all bearded.










2.
 
[
determiner

 ]
 — any whatever




•
 
assured beyond all doubt




•
 
he denied all knowledge.










3.
 
[
determiner

 ]
 — used to emphasize the greatest possible amount of a quality




•
 
they were 
in all

 probability completely unaware




•
 


with all

 due respect.










4.
 


‹informal›

 dominated by a particular feature or characteristic




•
 
an eleven-year-old string bean, all elbows and knees.










5.
 
[
pronoun

 with 
clause

 ]
 — the only thing (used for emphasis)




•
 
all I want is to be left alone.










6.
 
[
pronoun

 ]
 — (used to refer to surroundings or a situation in general) everything




•
 
all was well




•
 
it was all very strange.










7.
 


‹informal›

 used to indicate more than one person or thing




•
 
a team of specialists who all know the patient.










8.
 


‹dialect›

 consumed; finished; gone




•
 
the cake is all.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
used for emphasis.




2.
 
completely




•
 
dressed all in black




•
 
she's been all around the world




•
 
all by himself.










3.
 
consisting entirely of




•
 
all leather varsity jacket.










4.
 
(in games) used after a number to indicate an equal score




•
 
after extra time it was still two all.














III.
 
noun




the whole of one's possessions, energy, or interest




•
 


giving

 their 
all

 for what they believed.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
all along






all the time; from the beginning




•
 
she'd known all along.















2.
 
all and sundry






everyone




•
 
insolent drivers crying to all and sundry to get out of the way.















3.
 all round) ">
all around (also all round)





a.
 
in all respects




•
 
it was a bad day all around.










b.
 
for or by each person




•
 
drinks all around




•
 
good acting all around.















4.
 
all but





a.
 
very nearly




•
 
the subject was all but forgotten.










b.
 
all except




•
 
we have support from all but one of the networks.















5.
 
all comers








‹chiefly informal›

 anyone who chooses to take part in an activity, typically a competition




•
 
the champion took on all comers.















6.
 
all for








‹informal›

 strongly in favor of




•
 
I was all for tolerance.















7.
 
all in







/ˌôl ˈin /

 — 

‹informal›

 exhausted




•
 
he was all in by halftime.















8.
 
all in all






everything considered; on the whole




•
 
all in all it's been a good year.















9.
 
all kinds (or sorts) of






many different kinds of




•
 
how to install paneling on all kinds of walls.















10.
 
all manner of






see manner
 .









11.
 
all of






as much as (typically used ironically of a quantity considered small by the speaker)




•
 
the show lasted all of six weeks.















12.
 
all of a sudden






see sudden
 .









13.
 
all out

 
/ˌôlˈout /






using all one's strength or resources




•
 
going all out to win




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an all-out effort.















14.
 
all over

 
/ˌôl ˈōvər /





a.
 
completely finished




•
 
it's all over between us.










b.
 


‹informal›

 everywhere




•
 
there were bodies all over.










c.
 
with reference to all parts of the body




•
 
I was shaking all over.










d.
 


‹informal›

 typical of the person mentioned




•
 
that's our management all over!










e.
 


‹informal›

 effusively attentive to (someone)




•
 
James was all over her.















15.
 
all over the place (or map)

 
/ˌôl ˈōvər /





a.
 


‹informal›

 everywhere




•
 
we've been all over the place looking for you.










b.
 
in a state of disorder




•
 
my hair was all over the place.















16.
 
all sorts of






see all kinds of
 .









17.
 
all's well that ends well








‹proverb›

 if the outcome of a situation is happy, this compensates for any previous difficulty or unpleasantness.









18.
 
all that ——






see that
 .









19.
 
all the same






see same
 .









20.
 
all the ——






see the
 (
sense

 6).









21.
 
all there






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 in full possession of one's mental faculties




•
 
he's not quite all there.















22.
 
all the time






see time
 .









23.
 
all together






all in one place or in a group; all at once




•
 
5,000 people all together




•
 
they arrived all together.







Compare with altogether
 .









24.
 
all told

 
/ˌôl ˈtōld /






in total




•
 
they tried a dozen times all told.















25.
 
all the way








‹informal›

 without limit or reservation




•
 
I'm with you all the way.







See also go all the way
 at way
 .









26.
 
—— and all





a.
 
used to emphasize something additional that is being referred to




•
 
she threw her coffee over him, mug and all.










b.
 


‹informal›

 as well




•
 
it must hit him hard, being so young and all.















27.
 
at all






[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — (used for emphasis) in any way; to any extent




•
 
I don't like him at all




•
 
did he suffer at all?















28.
 
be all about ——








‹informal›

 be focused on or interested in (a particular thing)




•
 
school has become my refuge and I'm all about being the perfect student.















29.
 
be all one to someone






make no difference to someone




•
 
simple cases or hard cases, it's all one to me.















30.
 
be all that








(US)

 
‹informal›

 be very attractive or good




•
 
he thinks he's all that—yeah, God's gift.















31.
 
be all up with






see up
 .









32.
 
be all very well








‹informal›

 used to express criticism or rejection of a favorable or consoling remark




•
 
your proposal is all very well in theory, but in practice it will not pay.















33.
 
for all ——






in spite of ——




•
 
for all its clarity and style, the book is not easy reading.















34.
 
in all






in total number; altogether




•
 
there were about 5,000 people in all.















35.
 
of all






see of
 .









36.
 
on all fours






on hands and knees or (of an animal) on all four legs rather than just the hind ones




•
 
Frankie scuttled away on all fours.















37.
 
one and all






see one
 .















– origin

 Old English 
all

 , 
eall

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
al

 and German 
all

 .





alla breve

 
/ˌälə ˈbrāvē/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a time signature indicating 2 or 4 half-note beats in a bar.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘according to the breve.’





Allagash River

 
/ˌaləɡäSH ˈrivər/






a river in northern Maine, noted as a canoeing route.










Allah

 
/äˈlä ˈalə/





I.
 
the name of God among Muslims (and Arab Christians).







– origin

 from Arabic ’
allāh

 , contraction of 
al-’ilāh

 ‘the god.’





Allahabad

 
/ˈäləhəˌbäd, ˈaləhəˌbad/






a city in Uttar Pradesh state, in north central India; pop. 1,125,000 (est. 2009). Situated at the confluence of the sacred Jumna and Ganges rivers, it is a place of Hindu pilgrimage.









allamanda

 
/ˌaləˈmandə/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of tropical shrubs or climbers that bear showy flowers, typically of yellow or purple.

[Species in several families, in particular members of the genus 
Allamanda

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 , including the South American 
yellow allamanda

 (
A. cathartica

 ), which is cultivated as an ornamental.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of Jean-Nicholas-Sébastien 
Allamand

 (1713–87), Swiss naturalist.





all-American

 
/ˈˌôl əˈmerəkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
possessing qualities characteristic of American ideals, such as honesty, industriousness, and health




•
 
his all-American wholesomeness.










2.
 
having members or contents drawn only from America or the US




•
 
an all-American anthology.










3.
 
involving or representing the whole of America or the US




•
 
an all-American final.










4.
 
(also 
all-America

 )
 — 

(US)

 (of a sports player) honored as one of the best amateur competitors in the US




•
 
an all-American wrestler.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 a sports player honored as one of the best amateurs in the US.













allantoin

 
/əˈlantōən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline compound formed in the nitrogen metabolism of many mammals (excluding primates).

[A cyclic compound related to hydantoin; chem. formula: C4
 H6
 N4
 O3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from allantois
 (because it was discovered in the allantoic fluid of cows) + -in
 1
 .






allantois

 
/əˈlan(t)ōəs/





I.
 
noun




the fetal membrane lying below the chorion in many vertebrates, formed as an outgrowth of the embryo's gut. In birds and reptiles it grows to surround the embryo; in eutherian mammals it forms part of the placenta.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
allantoic

 
/ˌalənˈtō-ik /






adjective













2.
 
allantoid

 
/-toid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, based on Greek 
allantoeidēs

 ‘sausage-shaped.’





allargando

 
/ˌälərˈɡändō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) getting slower and slower, and often also fuller in tone.











– origin

 Italian, ‘broadening.’






all-around

 
/ˈˌôl əˈround /

 


‹Brit.›

 all-round





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many uses or abilities; versatile




•
 
an all-around artist.










2.
 
in many or all respects




•
 
his all-around excellence.










3.
 
comprehensive; extensive




•
 
the need of college students for an all-around education.














II.
 
noun






[Gymnastics]

 an event in which the scores of each individual exercise are totaled to determine the winner.













allay

 
/əˈlā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
diminish or put at rest (fear, suspicion, or worry)




•
 
the report attempted to educate the public and allay fears.










2.
 
relieve or alleviate (pain or hunger)




•
 
some stale figs partly allayed our hunger.

















– origin

 Old English 
ālecgan

 ‘lay down or aside.’





all-clear

 
/ˌôlˈklir/






noun




a signal that danger or difficulty is over




•
 
she was given 
the all-clear

 to travel home.



















all-consuming

 
/ˌôlkənˈso͞omiNG/






adjective




completely filling one's mind and attention; obsessive




•
 
the period was one of fiery, all-consuming work for Van Gogh




•
 
an intimate, all-consuming relationship.



















all-day

 
/ˌôl ˈdā/






adjective




lasting or available throughout the day




•
 
an all-day barn-raising event.




















allée

 
/əˈlā/





I.
 
noun




an alley in a formal garden or park, bordered by trees or bushes.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French.





allegation

 
/ˌaləˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a claim or assertion that someone has done something illegal or wrong, typically one made without proof




•
 
he made allegations of corruption against the administration




•
 


allegations that

 the army was operating a shoot-to-kill policy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
allegatio(n-)

 , from 
allegare

 ‘allege.’





allege

 
/əˈlej/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
claim or assert that someone has done something illegal or wrong, typically without proof that this is the case


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he 
alleged that

 he had been assaulted




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the offenses are alleged to have been committed outside the woman's home




•
 
he is 
alleged to have

 assaulted five men.










2.
 
(usu. 
be alleged

 )
 — suppose or affirm to be the case




•
 
the first artifact ever alleged to be from Earhart's aircraft.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘declare on oath’): from Old French 
esligier

 , based on Latin 
lis

 , 
lit-

 ‘lawsuit’; confused in sense with Latin 
allegare

 ‘allege.’





alleged

 
/əˈlejd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an incident or a person) said, without proof, to have taken place or to have a specified illegal or undesirable quality




•
 
the alleged conspirators.



















allegedly

 
/əˈlejədlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
used to convey that something is claimed to be the case or have taken place, although there is no proof




•
 
he was allegedly a leading participant in the coup attempt




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
allegedly obscene material.



















Allegheny Mountains

 
/ˌaləˈɡānē, -ˈɡenē /

 
the Alleghenies






a mountain range, part of the Appalachian system in the eastern US, which extends from West Virginia through Pennsylvania.









Allegheny River






a river that flows for 325 miles (523 km) through New York and Pennsylvania to Pittsburgh where it joins the Monongahela River to form the Ohio River.









allegiance

 
/əˈlējəns/





I.
 
noun




loyalty or commitment of a subordinate to a superior or of an individual to a group or cause




•
 
those wishing to receive citizenship must 
swear allegiance to

 the republic




•
 
a complex pattern of cross-party allegiances.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, variant of Old French 
ligeance

 , from 
lige

 , 
liege

 (see liege
 ), perhaps by association with Anglo-Latin 
alligantia

 ‘alliance.’





allegorical

 
/ˌaləˈɡôrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




constituting or containing allegory




•
 
an allegorical painting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
allegoric

 
/ˌaləˈɡôrik /






adjective













2.
 
allegorically

 
/ˌaləˈɡôrək(ə)lē /






adverb





















allegorize

 
/ˈaləɡəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interpret or represent symbolically




•
 
the picture is interpreted as allegorizing an alienated society.














II.
 
derivatives





allegorization

 
/ˌaliˌɡôriˈzāSHən /






noun





















allegory

 
/ˈaləˌɡôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one




•
 
Pilgrim's Progress is an allegory of the spiritual journey.










2.
 
a symbol.








II.
 
derivatives





allegorist

 
/ˈaləˌɡôrəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
allegorie

 , via Latin from Greek 
allēgoria

 , from 
allos

 ‘other’ + 
-agoria

 ‘speaking.’





allegretto

 
/ˌaləˈɡredō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially as a direction) at a fairly brisk tempo.








II.
 
noun




a movement or piece to be played fairly briskly.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of allegro
 .






allegro

 
/əˈleɡrō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially as a direction) at a brisk tempo.








II.
 
noun




a passage or movement in an allegro tempo.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘lively, gay.’






allele

 
/əˈlēl/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 one of two or more alternative forms of a gene that arise by mutation and are found at the same place on a chromosome.

Also called allelomorph
 .








II.
 
derivatives





allelic

 
/əˈlēlik, əˈlel- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from German 
Allel

 , abbreviation of allelomorph
 .





allelochemical

 
/əˌlēlōˈkemikəl, əˈlel-/





I.
 
noun




a chemical produced by a living organism, exerting a detrimental physiological effect on the individuals of another species when released into the environment.











– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
allēl-

 ‘one another’ + chemical
 .






allelomorph

 
/əˌlēləˈmôrf, əˌlel-/





I.
 
noun




another term for allele
 .








II.
 
derivatives





allelomorphic

 
/-ˈmôrfik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
allēl-

 ‘one another’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





allelopathy

 
/əlēˈläpəTHē, ˌalə-/





I.
 
noun




the chemical inhibition of one plant (or other organism) by another, due to the release into the environment of substances acting as germination or growth inhibitors.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
allēl-

 ‘one another’ + -pathy
 .





allemande

 
/ˈaləˌmand, -ˌmänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of German dances.




2.
 
the music for any of these, especially as a movement of a suite.




3.
 
a figure in country dancing in which adjacent dancers link arms or join or touch hands and make a full or partial turn.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, ‘German (dance).’





all-embracing

 
/ˈôl əmˌbrāsiNG/






adjective




including or covering everything or everyone; comprehensive




•
 
the goal is not one all-embracing religion.



















Allen, Ethan

 
/ˈalən/






(1738–89), American soldier. He fought the British in the American Revolution and led the Green Mountain Boys in their campaign to gain independence for the state of Vermont. He died two years before Vermont achieved statehood.









Allen, Gracie






(
c.

 1902–64), US comedian and television actress. She was the wife and comedy partner of George Burns.









Allen, Steve






(1921–2000), US television pioneer, humorist, and songwriter; full name 
Stephen Valentine Patrick William Allen

 . He was host and creator of “The Tonight Show” (1954–57) and host of “The Steve Allen Show” (1956–64). He also played the title role in the movie 
The Benny Goodman Story

 (1956).









Allen, Woody






(1935–), US movie director, writer, and actor; born 
Allen Stewart Konigsberg

 . He has starred in most of his over 40 movies, many of which humorously explore themes of neuroses and sexual inadequacy. Notable movies: 
Bananas

 (1971), 
Sleeper

 (1973), 
Annie Hall

 (1977), 
Hannah and Her Sisters

 (1986), 
Crimes and Misdemeanors

 (1989), and 
Midnight in Paris

 (2011).









Allenby, Edmund

 
/ˈalənbē/






1st Viscount (1861–1936), British soldier; full name 
Edmund Henry Hynman Allenby

 . Commander of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force against the Turks, he captured Jerusalem in 1917 and defeated the Turkish forces at Megiddo in 1918.









all-encompassing






adjective




including or covering everything or everyone; comprehensive




•
 
an all-encompassing package to combat global warming.



















Allende, Salvador

 
/äˈyenˌdā/






(1908–73), Chilean statesman; president 1970–73. The first avowed Marxist to win a presidency in a free election, he was overthrown and killed in a military coup.










Allenstein

 
/ˈälənˌSHtīn/






German name for Olsztyn
 .









Allentown

 
/ˈalənˌtoun/






a commercial and industrial city in eastern Pennsylvania, on the Lehigh River; pop. 107,250 (est. 2008).









Allen wrench

 
/ˈalən ˌrenCH /

 
allen wrench





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an L-shaped metal bar with a hexagonal head at each end, used to turn bolts and screws having hexagonal sockets.











– origin

 1960s: from the name of the manufacturer, the 
Allen

 Manufacturing Company, of Hartford, Connecticut.





allergen

 
/ˈalərj(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a substance that causes an allergic reaction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
allergenic

 
/ˌalərˈjenik /






adjective













2.
 
allergenicity

 
/ˌalərjəˈnisitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of allergy
 and -gen
 .





allergic

 
/əˈlərjik/






adjective



1.
 
caused by or relating to an allergy




•
 
an allergic reaction to penicillin.










2.
 
having an allergy to (a substance)




•
 
Heather was 
allergic to

 the sting of bees.










3.
 
(
allergic to

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 having a strong dislike for




•
 
it's just that I'm allergic to the hype.



















allergist

 
/ˈalərjəst/






noun




a medical practitioner specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of allergies.














allergy

 
/ˈalərjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a damaging immune response by the body to a substance, especially pollen, fur, a particular food, or dust, to which it has become hypersensitive.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an antipathy




•
 
their 
allergy to

 free enterprise.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Allergie

 , from Greek 
allos

 ‘other,’ on the pattern of 
Energie

 ‘energy.’





Allerød

 
/ˈaləˌro͝od, -ˌrœd/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Allerød

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 the second climatic stage of the late-glacial period in northern Europe, between the two Dryas stages (about 12,000 to 10,800 years ago). It was an interlude of warmer weather marked by the spread of birch, pine, and willow.











– origin

 1920s: place name near Copenhagen in Denmark.





alleviate

 
/əˈlēvēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (suffering, deficiency, or a problem) less severe




•
 
he couldn't prevent her pain, only alleviate it




•
 
measures to alleviate unemployment.














II.
 
derivatives





alleviator

 
/əˈlēvēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
alleviat-

 ‘lightened,’ from the verb 
alleviare

 , from Latin 
allevare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
levare

 ‘raise,’ influenced by 
levis

 ‘light.’





alleviation

 
/əˌlēvēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of making suffering, deficiency, or a problem less severe




•
 
peace, security, and the alleviation of poverty were high on the agenda.




















alley1


 
/ˈalē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow passageway between or behind buildings.




2.
 
a path lined with trees, bushes, or stones.

Compare with allée
 .




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a long, narrow area in which games such as bowling are played.




4.
 


[Tennis]

 
(N. Amer.)

 either of the two areas of the court between the doubles sideline and the singles or service sideline.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 the area between the outfielders in left center or right center field.








II.
 
phrases





(right) up one's alley








‹informal›

 well suited to one's tastes, interests, or abilities




•
 
this job would be right up your alley.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
alee

 ‘walking or passage,’ from 
aler

 ‘go,’ from Latin 
ambulare

 ‘to walk.’






alley2


 
/ˈalē /

 
ally





I.
 
noun




a toy marble made of marble, alabaster, or glass.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps a diminutive of alabaster
 .





alley cat

 
/ˈalē ˌkat/






noun




a cat that lives wild in a town.













alley-oop

 
/ˌalē ˈo͞op/





I.
 
exclamation




used to encourage or draw attention to the performance of some physical, especially acrobatic, feat.








II.
 
noun






[Basketball]

 a high pass caught by a leaping teammate who tries to dunk the ball before landing.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from French 
allez!

 ‘go on!’ (expressing encouragement) + a supposedly French pronunciation of up
 .





alleyway

 
/ˈalēˌwā/






noun




another term for alley
 1
 .













all-fired

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
adverb




extremely




•
 
if I was so all-fired bright why did I have to keep learning this same thing over and over?














II.
 
adjective




extreme




•
 
we were in such an all-fired hurry to get there.




















All Fools' Day

 
/ˈˌôl ˈfo͞olz ˌdā/






noun




another term for April Fool's Day
 .













all hail






exclamation






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a cry of greeting




•
 
all hail the new kids on the block.



















All Hallows






noun




another term for All Saints' Day
 .













allheal

 
/ˈôlhēl/






noun




any of a number of plants, in particular valerian, used in herbal medicine and traditionally considered to be effective in treating a variety of conditions.













alliaceous

 
/ˌalēˈāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of a group that comprises the onions and other alliums.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
allium

 ‘garlic’ + -aceous
 ; compare with the modern Latin taxonomic family name 
Alliaceae

 .






alliance

 
/əˈlīəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a union or association formed for mutual benefit, especially between countries or organizations




•
 
a defensive alliance between Australia and New Zealand




•
 
divisions within the alliance.










2.
 
a relationship based on an affinity in interests, nature, or qualities




•
 
an alliance between medicine and morality.










3.
 
a state of being joined or associated




•
 
his party is 
in alliance with

 the Greens.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aliance

 , from 
aliere

 ‘to ally’ (see ally
 1
 ).





allicin

 
/ˈaləsən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a pungent oily liquid with antibacterial properties, present in garlic.

[Chem. formula: (C3
 H5
 S)2
 O.]











– origin

 from Latin 
allium

 ‘garlic’ + -in
 1
 .





allied

 
/əˈlīd ˈalˌīd/






adjective



1.
 
joined by or relating to members of an alliance




•
 
allied territories




•
 
the allied fleet.










2.
 
(usu. 
Allied

 )
 — of or relating to the US and its allies in World War I and World War II and after




•
 
the liberation of Paris by Allied troops.










3.
 
(
allied to/with

 )
 — in combination or working together with




•
 
skilled craftsmanship allied to advanced technology.










4.
 
connected or related




•
 
members of the medical and allied professions.



















Allier

 
/alˈyā/






a river in central France that rises in the Cévennes Mountains and flows northwest for 258 miles (410 km) to meet the Loire River.









alligator

 
/ˈaləˌɡādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large semiaquatic reptile similar to a crocodile but with a broader and shorter head, native to the Americas and China.

[Genus 
Alligator

 , family 
Alligatoridae

 , order 
Crocodylia

 : the 
American alligator

 (
A. mississippiensis

 ) and the 
Chinese alligator

 (
A. sinensis

 ).]




2.
 
the skin of the alligator or material resembling it.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
el lagarto

 ‘the lizard,’ probably based on Latin 
lacerta

 .






alligator clip






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sprung metal clip with long, serrated jaws, used attached to an electric cable for making a temporary connection to a battery or other component.













alligator fish






noun




a slender bottom-dwelling fish of the northwestern Atlantic, with an armor of bony plates and two curved spines on the snout.

[
Aspidophoroides monopterygius

 , family 
Agonidae

 .]













alligator lizard






noun




a short-limbed, long-tailed, slim lizard native to the North American west coast.

[Genus 
Gerrhonotus

 , family 
Anguidae

 : several species, including the 
northern alligator lizard

 (
G. coerulus

 ) and the 
panamint alligator lizard

 (
G. panamintinus

 ).]














alligator pear

 
/ˈaləˌɡādər pe(ə)r/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for avocado
 .













alligator snapping turtle

 
alligator snapper






noun




a large-headed, long-tailed snapping turtle of the southeastern US, found especially in the Gulf States. Weighing up to 150 pounds (67.5 kg), it is the largest freshwater turtle in North America.

[
Macroclemys temminckii

 , family 
Chelydridae

 .]













all-important

 
/ˈˌôl əmˈpôrtnt/






adjective




vitally important; crucial




•
 
the town's all-important tourist industry.



















all-inclusive

 
/ˈˌôl ənˈklo͞osiv/






adjective




including everything or everyone




•
 
the tab for the all-inclusive dinner is $38.



















all-in-one

 
/ˈˌôl ən ˈwən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
combining two or more items or functions in a single unit




•
 
an all-in-one shampoo/conditioner.



















alliterate

 
/əˈlidəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a phrase or line of verse) contain words that begin with the same sound or letter




•
 
his first and last names alliterated.










2.
 
use words that begin with the same sound or letter.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: back-formation from alliteration
 .






alliteration

 
/əˌlidəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or closely connected words.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
alliteratio(n-)

 , from Latin 
ad-

 (expressing addition) + 
littera

 ‘letter.’





alliterative

 
/əˈlid(ə)rədiv əˈlidəˌrādiv/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or marked by alliteration.








II.
 
derivatives





alliteratively






adverb





















allium

 
/ˈalēəm/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous plant of a genus that includes the onion and its relatives (e.g., garlic, leek, and chives).

[Genus 
Allium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, literally‘garlic.’





all-knowing






adjective




knowing everything




•
 
a conniving, all-knowing mastermind.



















all-night

 
/ˈˌôl ˈnīt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lasting, open, or operating throughout the night




•
 
an all-night party.



















all-nighter

 
/ˌôlˈnīdər/






noun






‹informal›

 an event or task that continues throughout the night, especially a study session before an examination




•
 
he would do an all-nighter, the way he used to in school.




















allo-





I.
 
combining form




other; different




•
 
allopatric




•
 
allotrope.

















– origin

 from Greek 
allos

 ‘other.’






allocate

 
/ˈaləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute (resources or duties) for a particular purpose




•
 
the authorities 
allocated

 50,000 places 
to

 refugees




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he has been allocated a generous slice of the annual budget.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
allocable

 
/ˈaləkəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
allocator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
allocat-

 ‘allotted,’ from the verb 
allocare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
locare

 (see locate
 ).





allocation

 
/ˌaləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of allocating or distributing something




•
 
more efficient allocation of resources




•
 
ticket allocation.










2.
 
an amount or portion of a resource assigned to a particular recipient.








II.
 
derivatives





allocative

 
/ˈaləˌkādiv /






adjective






[chiefly Economics]





















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
allocatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
allocare

 (see allocate
 ).






allochthonous

 
/əˈläkTHənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 denoting sediment or rock that originated at a distance from its present position.

Often contrasted with autochthonous
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from allo-
 ‘other’ + Greek 
khthōn

 ‘earth’ + -ous
 .





allocution

 
/ˌaləˈkyo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun




a formal speech giving advice or a warning.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
allocutio(n-)

 , from 
alloqui

 ‘speak to,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’





allogamy

 
/əˈläɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the fertilization of a flower by pollen from another flower, especially one on a different plant.

Compare with autogamy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





allogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from allo-
 ‘other, different’ + Greek 
-gamia

 (from 
gamos

 ‘marriage’).






allogeneic

 
/ˌaləjəˈnēik/





I.
 
adjective






[Immunology]

 denoting, relating to, or involving tissues or cells that are genetically dissimilar and hence immunologically incompatible, although from individuals of the same species.

Compare with xenogeneic
 .











– origin

 1960s: from allo-
 ‘different’ + Greek 
genea

 ‘race, stock’ + -ic
 .






allogenic

 
/ˌaləˈjenik/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 (of a mineral or sediment) transported to its present position from elsewhere.

Often contrasted with authigenic
 .




2.
 


[Ecology]

 (of a successional change) caused by nonliving factors in the environment.














allograft

 
/ˈaləˌɡraft/






noun




a tissue graft from a donor of the same species as the recipient but not genetically identical.

Compare with homograft
 .













allograph

 
/ˈaləˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 each of two or more alternative forms of a letter of an alphabet or other grapheme. The capital, lowercase, italic, and various handwritten forms of the letter A are allographs.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 
[Phonetics]

 each of two or more letters or letter combinations representing a single phoneme in different words. Allographs of the phoneme include the (f) of “fake” and the (ph) of “phase.”











– origin

 1950s: from allo-
 ‘other, different’ + grapheme
 .





allometry

 
/əˈlämətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the growth of body parts at different rates, resulting in a change of body proportions.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the study of allometry.








II.
 
derivatives





allometric

 
/ˌaləˈmetrik /






adjective





















allomorph

 
/ˈaləˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 any of the versions of a morpheme, such as the plural endings (as in 
bats

 ) (as in 
bugs

 ), and (as in 
buses

 ) for the plural morpheme.








II.
 
derivatives





allomorphic

 
/ˌaləˈmôrfik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from allo-
 ‘other, different’ + morpheme
 .





allopath

 
/ˈaləˌpaTH/






noun




a person who practices allopathy.














allopathy

 
/əˈläpəTHē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of disease by conventional means, i.e., with drugs having opposite effects to the symptoms.

Often contrasted with homeopathy
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
allopathic

 
/ˌaləˈpaTHik /






adjective













2.
 
allopathist

 
/-THist /






noun






















allopatric

 
/ˌaləˈpatrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of animals or plants, especially of related species or populations) occurring in separate non-overlapping geographical areas.

Compare with sympatric
 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of speciation) taking place as a result of allopatric separation.








II.
 
derivatives





allopatry

 
/ˈaləˌpatrē /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from allo-
 ‘other’ + Greek 
patra

 ‘fatherland’ + -ic
 .






allophone1


 
/ˈaləˌfōn/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 any of the speech sounds that represent a single phoneme, such as the aspirated 
k

 in 
kit

 and the unaspirated 
k

 in 
skit

 , which are allophones of the phoneme 
k

 .








II.
 
derivatives





allophonic

 
/ˌaləˈfänik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from allo-
 ‘other, different’ + phoneme
 .





allophone2


 
/ˈaləˌfōn/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 (especially in Quebec) an immigrant whose first language is neither French nor English.











– origin

 1970s: from allo-
 , on the pattern of francophone
 .





allopurinol

 
/aləˈpyo͝oriˌnôl, -ˌnäl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug that inhibits uric acid formation in the body and is used to treat gout and related conditions.











– origin

 1960s: from allo-
 ‘other’ + purine
 + -ol
 .





all-or-none






adjective



1.
 
another way of saying all-or-nothing
 .




2.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a response) having a strength independent of the strength of the stimulus that caused it.














all-or-nothing

 
/ˈˌôl ər ˈnəTHiNG/






adjective




having no middle position or compromise available




•
 
an all-or-nothing decision.



















allosaur

 
/ˈaləˌsôr /

 
allosaurus





I.
 
noun




a large bipedal carnivorous dinosaur of the late Jurassic period.

[Genus 
Allosaurus

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





allosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
allos

 ‘other’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





allostasis

 
/ˌaləˈstāsis/





I.
 
noun




the process by which the body responds to stressors in order to regain homeostasis.








II.
 
derivatives





allostatic

 
/-ˈstatik /






adjective





















allosteric

 
/ˌaləˈsterik, -ˈsti(ə)r-/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or denoting the alteration of the activity of a protein through the binding of an effector molecule at a specific site.













allot

 
/əˈlät/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or apportion (something) to someone as a share or task




•
 
equal time was allotted to each




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I was allotted a little room in the servants' block.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
aloter

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to’) + 
loter

 ‘divide into lots.’





allotment

 
/əˈlätmənt/






noun



1.
 
the amount of something allocated to a particular person




•
 
the gadget shuts off the television set when a kid has used up his allotment.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a piece of land deeded by the government to a Native American, as part of the division of tribally held land.




3.
 
the action of allotting




•
 
the allotment of equity securities.



















allotrope

 
/ˈaləˌtrōp/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two or more different physical forms in which an element can exist. Graphite, charcoal, and diamond are all allotropes of carbon.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from allotropy
 .






allotropy

 
/əˈlätrəpē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the existence of two or more different physical forms of a chemical element.








II.
 
derivatives





allotropic

 
/ˌaləˈträpik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
allotropos

 ‘of another form,’ from 
allo-

 ‘other’ + 
tropos

 ‘manner’ (from 
trepein

 ‘to turn’).





allottee

 
/ˌaləˈtē əˌläˈtē/






noun




a person to whom something is allotted, especially land or shares.













all-over

 
/ˈôlˌôo͝ovər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
covering the whole of something




•
 
a carpet with an all-over pattern.




















allow

 
/əˈlou/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admit (an event or activity) as legal or acceptable




•
 
a plan to allow Sunday shopping




•
 
a reservoir with no hunting or overnight camping allowed.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — give (someone) permission to do something




•
 
the dissident was allowed to leave the country.










3.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — permit (someone) to have (something)




•
 
he was allowed his first sip of Scotch and soda.










4.
 
permit (someone) to enter a place or go in a particular direction




•
 
the river was patrolled and few people were allowed across.










5.
 
give the necessary time or opportunity for




•
 
they agreed to a ceasefire to allow talks with the government




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he stopped for a moment to allow his eyes to adjust




•
 


‹dated›

 my household duties were too many to 
allow of

 a visit to the hospital.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
allow for

 )
 — make provision or provide scope for (something)




•
 
the house was demolished to allow for road widening.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
allow for

 )
 — take (something) into consideration when making plans or calculations




•
 
income rose by 11 percent allowing for inflation.










8.
 
provide or set aside (a specified amount of something) for a specific purpose




•
 
allow an hour or so for driving.










9.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — admit the truth of; concede


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he 
allowed that

 the penalty appeared too harsh for the crime




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Could happen,” she allowed indifferently.










10.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 assert; be of the opinion




•
 
Lincoln 
allowed that

 he himself could never support the man.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the senses ‘commend, sanction’ and ‘assign as a right’): from Old French 
alouer

 , from Latin 
allaudare

 ‘to praise,’ reinforced by medieval Latin 
allocare

 ‘to place’ (see allocate
 ).





allowable

 
/əˈlouəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
allowed, especially within a set of regulations; permissible




•
 
the loan deal has been extended to the maximum allowable three months.










2.
 
(of an amount of money) not considered as income for tax purposes




•
 
tax is payable after deduction of allowable expenses.














II.
 
derivatives





allowably

 
/-əblē /






adverb





















allowance

 
/əˈlouəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amount of something that is permitted, especially within a set of regulations or for a specified purpose




•
 
a seventy-five-pound baggage allowance.










2.
 
a sum of money paid regularly to a person, typically to meet specified needs or expenses.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small amount of money that a parent regularly gives a child.




4.
 
an amount of money that can be earned or received free of tax




•
 
a personal allowance.










5.
 
a reduction in price, typically for the exchange of used goods




•
 
he made the down payment with the trade-in allowance.










6.
 


[Horse Racing]

 a deduction in the weight that a horse is required to carry in a race.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 tolerance; sufferance




•
 
the allowance of slavery in the South.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 give (someone) a sum of money regularly as an allowance.








III.
 
phrases





make allowance(s) for





a.
 
take into consideration when planning or making calculations




•
 
a special circuit makes allowances for changes in the ambient temperature.










b.
 
regard or treat leniently on account of mitigating circumstances




•
 
she liked them and made allowances for their faults.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
alouance

 , from 
alouer

 (see allow
 ).





allowedly

 
/əˈlouədlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
as is generally admitted to be true.













alloxan

 
/əˈläksən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an acidic compound obtained by the oxidation of uric acid and isolated as an efflorescent crystalline hydrate.

[Chem. formula: C4
 H2
 N2
 O4
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
all(antoin)

 + 
ox(alic)

 + -an
 .






alloy





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈaˌloi /



1.
 
a metal made by combining two or more metallic elements, especially to give greater strength or resistance to corrosion




•
 
an alloy of nickel, bronze, and zinc




•
 
flat pieces of alloy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
alloy wheels.










2.
 
an inferior metal mixed with a precious one.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈaˌloi əˈloi /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mix (metals) to make an alloy




•
 
alloying tin with copper to make bronze.










2.
 
debase (something) by adding something inferior.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
aloi

 (noun) and French 
aloyer

 (verb), both from Old French 
aloier

 , 
aleier

 ‘combine,’ from Latin 
alligare

 ‘bind.’





all-party

 
/ˈôl ˈˌpärdē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
involving all political parties




•
 
the measure received all-party support.



















all-pervading

 
/ˈôl pərˈˌvādiNG /

 
all-pervasive






adjective




having an effect on everything or throughout something




•
 
the all-pervading excitement.



















all-points bulletin

 
APB






noun




a radio message sent to every officer in a police force giving details of a suspected criminal or stolen vehicle.













all-powerful

 
/ˈˌôl ˈpou(ə)rfəl/






adjective




having complete power; almighty




•
 
an all-powerful dictator.



















all-purpose

 
/ˈôl ˈˌpərpəs/






adjective




having many uses, especially all that might be expected from something of its type




•
 
an all-purpose kitchen knife.




















all right

 
/ˈˌôl ˈrīt /

 
alright





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
satisfactory but not especially good; acceptable




•
 
the tea was all right.










2.
 
(of a person) in a satisfactory mental or physical state




•
 
“Are you all right? You were screaming.”










3.
 
permissible; allowable




•
 
it's all right for you to go now.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a satisfactory manner or to a satisfactory extent; fairly well




•
 
everything will turn out all right.










2.
 
used to emphasize how certain one is about something




•
 
“Are you sure it's him?” “It's him all right.”














III.
 
exclamation




expressing or asking for assent, agreement, or acceptance




•
 
all right, I'll tell you.

















usage:

 The merging of 
all

 and 
right

 to form the one-word spelling 
alright

 is first recorded toward the end of the 19th century (unlike other similar merged spellings such as 
altogether

 and 
already

 , which date from much earlier). There is no logical reason for insisting that 
all right

 be two words when other single-word forms such as 
altogether

 have long been accepted. Nevertheless, although found widely, 
alright

 remains nonstandard.





all righty

 
/ˌôl ˈrītē/






exclamation






‹informal›

 form of all right
 , used esp. to express agreement or acceptance.













all-round

 
/ˈôl ˈˌround/






adjective




British term for all-around
 .














All Saints' Day

 
/ˈˌôl ˈsānts ˌdā/






noun




a Christian festival in honor of all the saints, held (in the Western Church) on November 1.













allseed

 
/ˈôlsēd/






noun




any of a number of plants producing a great deal of seed for their size, such as knotgrass and goosefoot.













all-seeing






adjective




seeing everything




•
 
an all-seeing eye casting its gaze out over the globe.



















All Souls' Day

 
/ˈˌôl ˈsōlz ˌdā/






noun




a festival in some Christian churches with prayers for the souls of the dead, held on November 2.













allspice

 
/ˈôlˌspīs/






noun



1.
 
the dried aromatic fruit of a West Indian tree, used whole or ground as a culinary spice.




2.
 
a tree of the myrtle family from which allspice is obtained.

Also called pimento
 . [
Pimenta dioica

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]




3.
 
an aromatic North American tree or shrub.

[Genus 
Calycanthus

 , family 
Calycanthaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Carolina allspice

 (
C. floridus

 ) and 
smooth allspice

 (
C. fertilis

 ).]













all-star

 
/ˈôl ˈˌstär/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
composed wholly of outstanding performers or players




•
 
an all-star cast.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a member of an all-star group or team.













Allston, Washington

 
/ˈôlstən/






(1779–1843), US landscape painter, the first major artist of the American romantic movement. His paintings exhibit a taste for the monumental, apocalyptic, and melodramatic. Notable works: 
The Deluge

 (1804), 
Belshazzar's Feast

 (1817–43), and 
Moonlit Landscape

 (1819).









all-terrain vehicle

 
ATV






noun




a small open motor vehicle with one or two seats and three or more wheels fitted with large tires, designed for use on rough ground.













all-time

 
/ˈôlˌtīm/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
unsurpassed




•
 
all-time favorite




•
 
interest rates hit an all-time high.




















allude

 
/əˈlo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
allude to

 )


1.
 
suggest or call attention to indirectly; hint at




•
 
she had a way of alluding to Jean but never saying her name.










2.
 
mention without discussing at length




•
 
we will allude briefly to the main points.










3.
 
(of an artist or a work of art) recall (an earlier work or style) in such a way as to suggest a relationship with it




•
 
the photographs allude to Italian Baroque painting.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘hint at, suggest’): from Latin 
alludere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
ludere

 ‘to play.’





allure

 
/əˈlo͝or/





I.
 
noun




the quality of being powerfully and mysteriously attractive or fascinating




•
 
people for whom gold holds no allure.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
powerfully attract or charm; tempt.








III.
 
derivatives





allurement

 
/əˈlo͝ormənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘tempt, entice’): from Old French 
aleurier

 ‘attract,’ from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to’) + 
luere

 ‘a lure’ (originally a falconry term).





alluring

 
/əˈlo͝oriNG/





I.
 
adjective




powerfully and mysteriously attractive or fascinating; seductive




•
 
the town offers alluring shops and restaurants.














II.
 
derivatives





alluringly

 
/əˈlo͝oriNGlē /əˈlo͝oriNGlē/ /






adverb





















allusion

 
/əˈlo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression designed to call something to mind without mentioning it explicitly; an indirect or passing reference




•
 


an allusion to

 Shakespeare




•
 
a classical allusion.










2.
 
the practice of making allusions, especially as an artistic device.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a pun, metaphor, or parable): from French, or from late Latin 
allusio(n-)

 , from the verb 
alludere

 (see allude
 ).





allusive

 
/əˈlo͞osiv əˈlo͞oziv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a remark or reference) working by suggestion rather than explicit mention




•
 
allusive references to the body.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
allusively

 
/əˈlo͞osivlē aˈlo͞osivlē əˈlo͞ozivlē aˈlo͞ozivlē /






adverb













2.
 
allusiveness

 
/əˈlo͞osivnis aˈlo͞osivnis əˈlo͞ozivnis aˈlo͞ozivnis /






noun





















alluvial

 
/əˈlo͞ovēəl/






adjective




of, relating to or derived from alluvium




•
 
rich alluvial soils.



















alluvial fan






noun




a fan-shaped mass of alluvium deposited as the flow of a river decreases in velocity.














alluvion

 
/əˈlo͞ovēən/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the action of the sea or a river in forming new land by deposition.

Compare with avulsion
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a flood, especially one in which the water carries suspended material that is then deposited): from French, from Latin 
alluvion-

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
luere

 ‘to wash.’





alluvium

 
/əˈlo͞ovēəm/





I.
 
noun




a deposit of clay, silt, sand, and gravel left by flowing streams in a river valley or delta, typically producing fertile soil.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin, neuter of 
alluvius

 ‘washed against,’ from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
luere

 ‘to wash.’





all-weather

 
/ˈôl ˈˌweT͟Hər/






adjective




including or suitable for all types of weather




•
 
all-weather tennis courts.



















all-wheel drive

 
/ôl (h)wēl drīv/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a transmission system that always operates in four-wheel drive and does not alternate with two-wheel drive.













all-wise






adjective




knowing everything




•
 
an all-wise, omnipotent creator.




















ally1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈalī /



1.
 
a state formally cooperating with another for a military or other purpose, typically by treaty.




2.
 
a person or organization that cooperates with or helps another in a particular activity




•
 
he was forced to dismiss his closest political ally.










3.
 
(
the Allies

 )
 — a group of nations taking military action together, in particular the countries that fought with the US in World War I and World War II.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈlī /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (
ally something to/with

 )


1.
 
combine or unite a resource or commodity with (another) for mutual benefit




•
 
he allied his racing experience with his father's business acumen.










2.
 
(
ally oneself with

 )
 — side with or support (someone or something)




•
 
he allied himself with the forces of change.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
alier

 , from Latin 
alligare

 ‘bind together,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
ligare

 ‘to bind’; the noun is partly via Old French 
alie

 ‘allied.’ Compare with alloy
 .





ally2







noun




variant spelling of alley
 2
 .














-ally






suffix




forming adverbs from adjectives ending in 
-al

 (such as 
radically

 from 
radical

 ).

Compare with -al
 , -ly
 2
 , -ically
 .














allyl

 
/ˈaləl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the unsaturated hydrocarbon radical —CH=CHCH2





•
 
allyl alcohol.














II.
 
derivatives





allylic

 
/əˈlilik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
allium

 ‘garlic’ + -yl
 .






al-Madinah

 
/ˌalməˈdēnə/






Arabic name for Medina
 .









Almagest

 
/ˈalməˌjest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an influential treatise on astronomy written by the Greek astronomer and geographer Ptolemy in the second century 
AD

 .




2.
 
(also 
almagest

 )
 — (in the Middle Ages) any celebrated textbook on astrology and alchemy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
almageste

 , based on Arabic, from 
al

 ‘the’ + Greek 
megistē

 ‘greatest (composition).’





alma mater

 
/ˌälmə ˈmädər/





I.
 
noun

 — (
one's Alma Mater

 )


1.
 
the school, college, or university that one once attended.




2.
 
the anthem of a school, college, or university.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘someone or something providing nourishment’): Latin, literally ‘bounteous mother.’





almanac

 
/ˈôlməˌnak ˈalməˌnak /

 
almanack





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an annual calendar containing important dates and statistical information such as astronomical data and tide tables.




2.
 
a handbook, typically published annually, containing information of general interest or on a sport or pastime.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
almenikhiaka

 , of unknown origin.





almandine

 
/ˈalmənˌdēn/





I.
 
noun




a kind of garnet with a violet tint.











– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete French, alteration of 
alabandine

 , from medieval Latin 
alabandina

 (
gemma

 ) ‘jewel from 
Alabanda

 ,’ an ancient city in Asia Minor where these stones were cut.






Almaty

 
/ˌalˈmätē /

 
Alma-Ata






the largest city and former capital of Kazakhstan, in the southeastern part of the republic; pop. 1,247,900 (est. 2006).

Former name (until 1921) Verny
 .









Almería

 
/ˌälməˈrēə/






a town in Almeria Province in southern Spain; pop. 187,521 (2008).









almighty

 
/ôlˈmīdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having complete power; omnipotent




•
 
God almighty.










2.
 
(
the Almighty

 )
 — a name or title for God




•
 
I wanted to beg the Almighty for mercy.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very great; enormous




•
 
the silence was broken by an almighty roar.

















– origin

 Old English 
ælmihtig

 (see all
 , mighty
 ).





Almohad

 
/ˈälməˌhäd /

 
Almohade






noun




a member of a Berber Muslim movement and dynasty that conquered the Spanish and North African empire of the Almoravids in the 12th century.













almond

 
/ˈä(l)mənd ˈa(l)mənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the oval nutlike seed (kernel) of the almond tree, growing in a woody shell, widely used as food


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
almond cookies.










2.
 
(also 
almond tree

 )
 — the tree that produces almonds, belonging to the rose family and related to the peach and plum. Native to western Asia, it is widely cultivated in warm climates.

[
Prunus dulcis

 or 
P. amygdalus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
alemande

 , from medieval Latin 
amandula

 , from Greek 
amugdalē

 .





almond eyes






plural noun




eyes that are narrow and oval with pointed ends.













almond oil






noun




oil expressed from bitter almonds, used for cosmetic preparations, flavoring, and medicinal purposes.














almond paste






noun




another term for marzipan
 .














almoner

 
/ˈalmənər ˈämənər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an official distributor of alms.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aumonier

 , based on medieval Latin 
eleemosynarius

 , from 
eleemosyna

 ‘alms’ (see alms
 ).





almonry

 
/ˈalmənrē, ˈäm-/





I.
 
noun




a building or place where alms were formerly distributed.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
au(l)mosnerie

 , from medieval Latin 
eleemosynarius

 (see almoner
 ).





Almoravid

 
/ˌalməˈravid älˈmôrəvid /

 
Almoravide






noun




a member of a federation of Muslim Berber peoples that established an empire in Morocco, Algeria, and Spain in the 11th century. They were in turn driven out by the Almohads.













almost

 
/ˈôlˌmōst/





I.
 
adverb




not quite; very nearly




•
 
he almost knocked Georgina over




•
 
Rachel laughed, almost apologetically




•
 
the place was almost empty




•
 
it will eat almost anything




•
 
the storm was almost upon them.

















– origin

 Old English 
æl mǣst

 ‘for the most part’ (see all
 , most
 ).






alms

 
/ä(l)mz/





I.
 
plural noun




(in historical contexts) money or food given to poor people.











– origin

 Old English 
ælmysse

 , 
ælmesse

 , from Christian Latin 
eleemosyna

 , from Greek 
eleēmosunē

 ‘compassion,’ from 
eleēmōn

 ‘compassionate,’ from 
eleos

 ‘mercy.’





almsgiving

 
/ä(l)mzˈɡiviNG/





I.
 
noun




(in historical or religious contexts) the practice of giving money or food to poor people




•
 
benevolence in the form of almsgiving was encouraged.














II.
 
derivatives





almsgiver






noun





















almshouse

 
/ˈä(l)mzˌhous/






noun




a house built originally by a charitable person or organization for poor people to live in.













al-Nakba

 
/alˈnäkˌbä/





I.
 
noun




the Arabic term for the events of 1948, when many Palestinians were displaced from their homeland by the creation of the new state of Israel.











– origin

 from Arabic, literally ‘the disaster.’





aloe

 
/ˈalō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a succulent plant, typically having a rosette of toothed fleshy leaves and bell-shaped or tubular flowers on long stems. Native to the Old World tropics, several species are cultivated commercially or as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Aloe

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Aloaceae

 ).]




2.
 
(
aloes

 or 
bitter aloes

 )
 — a strong laxative obtained from the bitter juice of various kinds of aloe.




3.
 
(also 
American aloe

 )
 — another term for century plant
 .




4.
 
(also 
aloeswood

 ) (
aloes

 )
 — the fragrant heartwood of a tropical Asian tree.

[The wood is obtained from two trees of the genus 
Aquilaria

 , family 
Thymelaeaceae

 , esp. 
A. agallocha

 .]




5.
 
the resin obtained from aloeswood, used in perfume, incense, and medicine.











– origin

 Old English 
alewe

 , 
alwe

 (denoting the fragrant resin or heartwood of certain Oriental trees), via Latin from Greek 
aloē

 ; reinforced in late Middle English by Old French 
aloes

 ‘aloe,’ hence frequently used in the plural.





aloe vera

 
/alōˈvirə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gelatinous substance obtained from a kind of aloe, used especially in cosmetics as an emollient and for the treatment of burns.




2.
 
the plant that yields aloe vera, grown chiefly in the Caribbean area and the southern US.

[
Aloe vera

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Aloaceae

 ).]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘true aloe,’ probably in contrast to the American agave, which closely resembles aloe vera: both plants were formerly classified together in the lily family.






aloft

 
/əˈlôft/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
up in or into the air; overhead




•
 
the congregation sways, hands aloft




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she held her glass aloft.










2.
 
up the mast or into the rigging of a sailing vessel.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
á lopt

 , 
á lopti

 , from 
á

 ‘in, on, to’ + 
lopt

 ‘air.’





alogical

 
/āˈläjək(ə)l/






adjective




opposed to or lacking in logic.













aloha

 
/əˈlōˌhä/






exclamation, noun




Hawaiian word used when greeting or parting from someone.













Aloha

 
/əˈlōˌhä/






a community in northwestern Oregon, west of Portland; pop. 41,741 (2000).









aloha shirt






noun




a loose, brightly patterned Hawaiian shirt.













Aloha State






a nickname for the state of Hawaii
 .










alone

 
/əˈlōn/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
having no one else present; on one's own


[as 
predic. adj.

 ]


•
 
she was alone that evening




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he lives alone.










2.
 
without others' help or participation; single-handed




•
 
team members are more effective than individuals working alone.










3.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — isolated and lonely




•
 
she was terribly alone and exposed.










4.
 
having no companions in a particular position or course of action




•
 
they were 
not alone

 in dissenting from the advice.










5.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — indicating that something is confined to the specified subject or recipient




•
 
we agreed to set up such a test for him alone




•
 
it is Congress alone that can declare war.










6.
 
used to emphasize that only one factor out of several is being considered and that the whole is greater or more extreme




•
 
there were fifteen churches in the town center alone.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go it alone








‹informal›

 act by oneself without assistance.









2.
 
leave someone/something alone





a.
 
abandon or desert someone or something.




b.
 
(also 
let someone/something alone

 or 
leave/let well enough alone

 )
 — stop disturbing or interfering with someone or something.












III.
 
derivatives





aloneness

 
/əˈlōn(n)əs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from all
 + one
 .





along

 
/əˈlôNG əˈläNG/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
moving in a constant direction on (a path or any more or less horizontal surface)




•
 
soon we were driving along a narrow road




•
 
he saw Gary run along the top of the wall




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she sailed along




•
 
we continued to plod along.










2.
 
used metaphorically to refer to the passage of time or the making of progress




•
 
they can be helped along the road to modernity




•
 
we passed along snatches of information




•
 
you'll pick up some valuable tips along the way




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they asked how the construction was coming along.










3.
 
extending in a more or less horizontal line on




•
 
cars were parked along the grass border




•
 
the path along the cliff




•
 
hotels are springing up all along the coast.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or into company with others




•
 
he had brought along a friend of his




•
 
I went along to see Ray.










2.
 
at hand; with one




•
 
take along a camcorder when you visit.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
along about








‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 around about (a specified time or date)




•
 
he generally leaves there along about daylight.















2.
 
along of

 

‹archaic dialect›






a.
 
on account of




•
 
the trouble I've had along of that lady's crankiness.










b.
 
with




•
 
you'll have to make a break for it along of me.















3.
 
along the lines (of)






in conformity with




•
 
a highway patrol organized along the lines of the New Jersey State Police.















4.
 
along with






in company with or at the same time as




•
 
I was chosen, along with twelve other artists.















5.
 
be (or come) along






arrive




•
 
she'll be along soon




•
 
a chance like this doesn't come along every day.





















– origin

 Old English 
andlang

 ; related to long
 1
 .





alongshore

 
/əˌlôNGˈSHô(ə)r/






adverb




along or by the shore




•
 
currents flowing alongshore.



















alongside

 
/əˌlôNGˈsīd/






preposition



1.
 
close to the side of; next to




•
 
she was sitting alongside him




•
 
the road passes alongside the viaduct




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the boat came alongside.










2.
 
together and in cooperation with




•
 
I worked alongside him for many weeks.










3.
 
at the same time as or in coexistence with




•
 
alongside the development of full-time courses there had to be provision for the part-time student.



















aloof

 
/əˈlo͞of/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not friendly or forthcoming; cool and distant




•
 
they were courteous but faintly aloof




•
 
an aloof and somewhat austere figure.










2.
 
conspicuously uninvolved and uninterested, typically through distaste




•
 
he stayed 
aloof from

 the bickering.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aloofly






adverb













2.
 
aloofness

 
/əˈlo͞ofnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from a-
 2
 (expressing direction) + luff
 . The term was originally an adverb in nautical use, meaning ‘away and to windward!,’ i.e., with the ship's head kept close to the wind away from a lee shore, etc., toward which it might otherwise drift. From this arose the sense ‘at a distance’ literally or figuratively.





alopecia

 
/ˌaləˈpēSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the partial or complete absence of hair from areas of the body where it normally grows; baldness.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
alōpekia

 , literally ‘fox mange,’ from 
alōpēx

 ‘fox.’





Alor Setar

 
/ˌalˌôr sēˈtär, ˌälˌôr/






a city near the west coast of the central Malay Peninsula in Malaysia; pop. 223,200 (est. 2009).









aloud

 
/əˈloud/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
audibly; not silently or in a whisper




•
 
he read the letter aloud.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 loudly




•
 
he wept aloud.

















– origin

 Middle English: from a-
 2
 (expressing manner) + loud
 .





alow

 
/əˈlō/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 below; downward.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 
[Nautical]

 in or into the lower part of a ship, e.g., down from the rigging, or below deck.











– origin

 late Middle English (in nautical use since the early 16th cent.): from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + low
 1
 .





alp

 
/alp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high mountain, especially a snowcapped one.




2.
 
(in Switzerland) an area of green pasture on a mountainside.











– origin

 late Middle English: singular of Alps
 .





alpaca

 
/alˈpakə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-haired domesticated South American mammal related to the llama, valued for its wool.

[
Lama pacos

 , family 
Camelidae

 , probably descended from the wild guanaco.]




2.
 
the wool of the alpaca.




3.
 
fabric made from the wool of the alpaca, with or without other fibers


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an alpaca jersey.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish, from Aymara 
allpaca

 .





alpargata

 
/ˌalpərˈɡädə/





I.
 
noun




a light canvas shoe with a plaited fiber sole; an espadrille.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish.





alpenglow

 
/ˈalpənˌɡlō/





I.
 
noun




the rosy light of the setting or rising sun seen on high mountains.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: a partial translation of German 
Alpenglühen

 , literally ‘Alp glow.’






alpenhorn

 
/ˈalpənˌhôrn /

 
alphorn





I.
 
noun




a valveless wooden horn up to 12 feet (4 m) long, used for signaling in the Alps.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘Alp horn.’





alpenstock

 
/ˈalpənˌstäk/





I.
 
noun




a long iron-tipped staff used by hikers and mountain climbers.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘Alp stick.’





Alpert, Herb

 
/ˈalpərt/






(1935–), US musician and producer. A jazz trumpeter, he co-founded A & M Records with Jerry Moss in 1962 and went on to record many successful albums with the Tijuana Brass.









alpha

 
/ˈalfə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the first letter of the Greek alphabet (Α, α), transliterated as ‘a.’




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the first of a series of items or categories, e.g., forms of a chemical compound




•
 
alpha interferon




•
 
the α and β chains of hemoglobin.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Zoology]

 
[Sociology]

 denoting the dominant animal or human in a particular group




•
 
the pack is a tightly knit, highly organized group, led by an alpha wolf.







See also alpha male
 .




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting a person who has a dominant role or position within a particular sphere




•
 
take turns cooking for each other if one of you is too much of an alpha chef.










5.
 
short for alpha test
 .




6.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Alpha

 )
 — the first (typically the brightest) star in a constellation




•
 
Alpha Centauri.










7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to alpha decay or alpha particles




•
 
an alpha emitter.










8.
 
a code word representing the letter A, used in radio communication.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
α

 )
 — a plane angle.




2.
 
(
α

 )
 — angular acceleration.




3.
 
(
α

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 right ascension.








III.
 
phrases





alpha and omega





a.
 
the beginning and the end (especially used by Christians as a title for Jesus).




b.
 
the essence or most important features




•
 
collective bargaining is seen as the alpha and omega of trade unionism.





















– origin

 from Semitic; cf. Phoenician ’
alp

 , lit. ‘ox,’ and Hebrew ’
aleph

 ‘aleph.’





alphabet

 
/ˈalfəˌbet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order, used to represent the basic sounds of a language; in particular, the set of letters from A to Z.




2.
 
the basic elements in a system that combine to form complex entities




•
 
DNA's 4-letter alphabet.











The alphabet has its roots in Phoenician writing of the 2nd millennium 
BC

 , from which the modern Hebrew and Arabic systems are ultimately derived. The Greek alphabet, which emerged in 1000–900 
BC

 , developed two branches, Cyrillic (which became the script of Russian) and Etruscan (from which derives the Roman alphabet used in the West).







– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
alphabetum

 , from Greek 
alpha

 , 
bēta

 , the first two letters of the Greek alphabet.






alphabetical

 
/ˌalfəˈbedək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an alphabet




•
 
alphabetical characters.










2.
 
in the order of the letters of the alphabet




•
 
an alphabetical index




•
 
in alphabetical order.














II.
 
derivatives





alphabetic

 
/ˌalfəˈbedik /






adjective





















alphabetically

 
/ˌalfəˈbediklē/






adverb




in the order of the letters of the alphabet




•
 
books are now arranged alphabetically by author.



















alphabetize

 
/ˈalfəbəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (words or phrases) in alphabetical order




•
 
the listings are arranged by state and alphabetized by city.














II.
 
derivatives





alphabetization

 
/ˌalfəˌbetəˈzāSHən /






noun





















alphabet soup

 
/ˈalfəˌbet so͞op/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 incomprehensible or confusing language, typically containing many abbreviations or symbols.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: alluding to a kind of clear soup containing pasta in the shapes of letters.





alpha blocker






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a class of drugs that prevent the stimulation of the adrenergic receptors responsible for increased blood pressure.













Alpha Centauri

 
/ˌalfə senˈtôrē /

 

‹Astronomy›







the third brightest star in the sky, in the constellation Centaurus, visible only to observers in the southern hemisphere. It is the nearest bright star to the solar system (distance 4.34 light years), and is a visual binary.

Also called Rigil Kentaurus
 .









alpha-fetoprotein

 
/ˌalfəˌfēdōˈprōtēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a protein produced by a fetus that is present in amniotic fluid and the bloodstream of the mother. Levels of the protein can be measured to detect certain congenital defects such as spina bifida and Down syndrome.













alpha geek






noun






‹informal›

 a person who has great expertise in computing and related technology




•
 
the alpha geeks are often a few years ahead of their time.




















alpha-hydroxy acid

 
/ˌalfəhīˌdräksē ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic acid containing a hydroxyl group bonded to the carbon atom adjacent to the carboxylic acid group. A number of such compounds are used in skin-care preparations for their exfoliating properties.

Also called fruit acid
 .














alpha male






noun



1.
 
the dominant male animal in a particular group




•
 
two of them trotted over to greet the alpha male, a black wolf with a graying muzzle.










2.
 
a man tending to assume a dominant or domineering role in social or professional situations




•
 
most alpha males need to control the women in their lives.



















alphanumeric

 
/ˌalfən(y)o͞oˈmerik/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of or using both letters and numerals




•
 
alphanumeric data




•
 
an alphanumeric keyboard.














II.
 
noun




a character that is either a letter or a number.








III.
 
derivatives





alphanumerical






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: blend of alphabetical
 and numerical
 .





alpha particle






noun






[Physics]

 a helium nucleus emitted by some radioactive substances, originally regarded as a ray.













alpha radiation






noun




ionizing radiation consisting of alpha particles, emitted by some substances undergoing radioactive decay.













Alpharetta

 
/ˌalfəˈredə/






a city in northwestern Georgia, a suburb of Atlanta; pop. 49,903 (est. 2008).









alpha rhythm






noun






[Physiology]

 the normal electrical activity of the brain when conscious and relaxed, consisting of oscillations (
alpha waves

 ) with a frequency of 8 to 13 hertz.














alpha test





I.
 
noun




a trial of machinery, software, or other products carried out by a developer before a product is made available for beta testing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (a product) to an alpha test.














alpha version






noun






[Computing]

 a version of a piece of software that is made available for testing, typically by employees of the company that is developing it, before its general release




•
 
at this time we are close to finishing the alpha version.







Compare with beta version
 .













alphorn

 
/ˈalpˌhôrn/






noun




another term for alpenhorn
 .














alpine

 
/ˈalˌpīn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to high mountains




•
 
alpine and subalpine habitats.










2.
 
(
Alpine

 )
 — of or relating to the Alps




•
 
the major Alpine ski venues.










3.
 
(also 
Alpine

 )
 — (of skiing) involving downhill racing




•
 
an alpine ski team.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant native to mountain districts, often suitable for growing in rock gardens.




2.
 
a North American butterfly that typically has brownish-black wings with orange-red markings.

[Genus 
Erebia

 , subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae:

 several species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
Alpinus

 , from 
Alpes

 ‘Alps’ (see Alps
 ).





alpine house






noun




an unheated greenhouse used to grow alpine plants.













alpine touring






noun




another term for randonnée
 .













alpinist

 
/ˈalpənəst/





I.
 
noun




a climber of high mountains, especially in the Alps.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
alpiniste

 , from 
alpin

 (see alpine
 ).






alprazolam

 
/alˈprazəˌlam/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a drug of the benzodiazepine group, used in the treatment of anxiety.











– origin

 1970s: from 
al-

 of unknown origin + 
p(henyl)

 + 
(t)r(i)azol(e)

 + 
(-azep)am

 .






Alps

 
/alps/





I.
 
a mountain system in Europe that extends in a curve from the coast of southeastern France through northwestern Italy, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, southern Germany, and Austria, into Slovenia. The highest peak, Mont Blanc, rises to a height of 15,771 feet (4,807 m).







– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
Alpes

 , from Greek 
Alpeis

 , of unknown origin.





al-Qaeda

 
/alˈkīdə alkäˈēdə /

 
al-Qaida





I.
 
a militant Islamic fundamentalist group.







– origin

 Arabic 
al-qā‘ida

 , literally ‘the base.’






al-Qahira

 
/ˌalkəˈhirə/






Arabic name for Cairo
 .









al-Qods

 
/alˈkôdz/






the Arabic name for Jerusalem
 .









already

 
/ˌôlˈredē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
before or by now or the time in question




•
 
Anna has suffered a great deal already.










2.
 
as surprisingly soon or early as this




•
 
at 31, he already suffers from arthritis




•
 
already it was past four o' clock.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as an intensive after a word or phrase to express impatience




•
 
enough already with these crazy kids and their wacky dances!

















– origin

 Middle English: from all
 (as an adverb) + ready
 ; sense 2 is influenced by Yiddish use.






ALS






noun




abbreviation for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
 .













Alsace

 
/alˈsas/






a region of northeastern France, on the borders with Germany and Switzerland. It was annexed by Prussia, along with part of Lorraine, to form 
Alsace-Lorraine

 after the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–71. It was restored to France after World War I.









Alsatian

 
/alˈsāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for German shepherd
 .




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Alsace.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Alsace or its inhabitants.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Alsatia

 ‘Alsace’ + -an
 .





alsike

 
/ˈalˌsik, -ˌsīk /

 
alsike clover





I.
 
noun




a tall clover that is widely grown for fodder. Native to Europe, it has become naturalized in North America.

[
Trifolium hybridum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Alsike

 in Sweden; Linnaeus mentions the plant growing there.






also

 
/ˈôlsō/





I.
 
adverb




in addition; too




•
 
a brilliant linguist, he was also interested in botany




•
 
dyslexia, also known as word-blindness




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
also, a car is very expensive to run.

















– origin

 Old English 
alswā

 ‘quite so, in that manner, similarly’ (see all
 , so
 1
 ).





also-ran

 
/ˈôlsō ˌran/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loser in a race or contest, especially by a large margin.




2.
 
an undistinguished or unsuccessful person or thing.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally applied to racehorses that did not finish in the first three.





alstroemeria

 
/ˌalstrəˈmirēə/





I.
 
noun




a South American plant with showy lilylike flowers, often cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Alstroemeria

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular the Peruvian lily.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, named after Klas von 
Alstroemer

 (1736–96), Swedish naturalist.





Alt

 
/ôlt/






noun




short for Alt key
 .













alt-

 
alt.





I.
 
combining form




denoting a version of something, especially music, that is intended as a challenge to the traditional version




•
 
an alt-classical quartet.

















– origin

 1990s: abbr. of 
alternative

 , influenced by the 
alt.

 prefix of some Usenet newsgroups.





Alta.






abbreviation




Alberta.













Altadena

 
/ˌaltəˈdēnə/






a residential suburb in southwestern California, just north of Pasadena; pop. 42,610 (2000).









Altai

 
/ˈalˌtī, ˈäl- /

 
Altay






a krai (administrative territory) of Russia in southwestern Siberia, on the border with Kazakhstan; capital, Barnaul.









Altaic

 
/alˈtāik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Altai Mountains.




2.
 
denoting or belonging to a phylum of languages that includes the Turkic, Mongolian, Tungusic, and Manchu languages. They are characterized by agglutination and vowel harmony.








II.
 
noun




the Altaic family of languages.













Altai Mountains






a mountain system in central Asia that extends east for about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from Kazakhstan into western Mongolia and northern China.









Altair

 
/ˈalˌte(ə)r, -ˌtī(ə)r, alˈtī(ə)r, -ˈte(ə)r /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Aquila.







– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘flying eagle.’





Altamira

 
/ˌaltəˈmirə/






the site of a cave with Paleolithic rock paintings, south of Santander in northern Spain, discovered in 1879.









altar

 
/ˈôltər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the table in a Christian church at which the bread and wine are consecrated in communion services.




2.
 
a table or flat-topped block used as the focus for a religious ritual, especially for making sacrifices or offerings to a deity.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
lead someone to the altar






marry.









2.
 
sacrifice someone/something on/at the altar of someone/something






cause someone or something to suffer in the interests of someone or something else




•
 
no businessman is going to sacrifice his company on the altar of such altruism.





















– origin

 Old English 
altar

 , 
alter

 , based on late Latin 
altar

 , 
altarium

 , from Latin 
altus

 ‘high.’





altar boy

 
/ˈôltər boi/






noun




a boy who acts as a priest's assistant, especially in the Roman Catholic Church.













altar call






noun




a summons to the altar at a Christian worship service to those wishing to show their commitment




•
 
I never responded to an altar call, or if my pastor gave an altar call, I didn't think it applied to me.



















altar girl






noun




a girl who acts as a priest's assistant during a service, especially in the Roman Catholic Church.













altarpiece

 
/ˈôltərˌpēs/






noun




a work of art, especially a painting on wood, set above and behind an altar.













altar rail






noun




a railing in front of the altar, separating the chancel from the nave.













altazimuth

 
/alˈtazəməTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
altazimuth mount

 or 
mounting

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 a telescope mounting that moves in azimuth (about a vertical axis) and in altitude (about a horizontal axis).

Compare with equatorial mount
 .




2.
 
(also 
altazimuth telescope

 )
 — a telescope on an altazimuth mounting.




3.
 
a surveying instrument for measuring vertical and horizontal angles, resembling a theodolite but larger and more precise.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of altitude
 and azimuth
 .





alt-country

 
/ˈôltˌkəntrē /

 
alt.country






noun




a style of country music that is influenced by alternative rock.













Altdorfer, Albrecht

 
/ˈältˌdôrfər/






(
c.

 1485–1538), German painter and engraver. He was the principal artist of the Danube School.










alter

 
/ˈôltər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
change or cause to change in character or composition, typically in a comparatively small but significant way


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Eliot was persuaded to alter the passage




•
 
nothing alters the fact that children are our responsibility




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
our outward appearance alters as we get older




•
 (as 
adj.

 
altered

 )
 
an altered state.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make structural changes to (a building)




•
 
plans to alter the dining hall.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tailor (clothing) for a better fit or to conform to fashion




•
 
skirts with the hemlines altered a dozen different times.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 castrate or spay (a domestic animal).








II.
 
derivatives





alterable

 
/ˈôlt(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
alterer

 , from late Latin 
alterare

 , from Latin 
alter

 ‘other.’





alteration

 
/ˌôltəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or process of altering or being altered




•
 
timetables are subject to alteration without notice




•
 
alterations had to be made.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
alteratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
alterare

 (see alter
 ).






altercate

 
/ˈôltərˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 dispute or argue noisily and publicly.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
altercat-

 ‘wrangled,’ from 
altercari

 .





altercation

 
/ˌôltərˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a noisy argument or disagreement, especially in public




•
 
I had an altercation with the conductor.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
altercatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
altercari

 (see altercate
 ).





altered state






noun




a state of mind that differs from the normal state of consciousness, typically one induced by drugs, hypnosis, or mental disorder.




•
 
he probably came up with this tune while he was in an altered state.



















alter ego





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's secondary or alternative personality.




2.
 
an intimate and trusted friend.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, ‘other self.’





alterity

 
/ôlˈterədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the state of being other or different; otherness.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
alteritas

 , from 
alter

 ‘other.’





alternant

 
/ˈôltərnənt/





I.
 
noun




an alternative form of a word or other linguistic unit; a variant.








II.
 
adjective




alternating; changing from one to the other.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
alternant-

 ‘doing things by turns,’ from the verb 
alternare

 (see alternate
 ).






alternate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈôltərˌnāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur in turn repeatedly




•
 
the governorship 
alternated between

 the Republican and Democratic parties




•
 
bouts of depression 
alternate with

 periods of elation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
alternating

 )
 
a season of alternating hot days and cool nights.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — do or perform in turn repeatedly




•
 
some adults who wish to 
alternate

 work 
with

 education.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈôltərnət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
every other; every second




•
 
she was asked to attend on alternate days.










2.
 
(of two things) each following and succeeded by the other in a regular pattern




•
 
alternate bouts of intense labor and of idleness.










3.
 


[Botany]

 (of leaves or shoots) placed alternately on the two sides of the stem.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 taking the place of; alternative




•
 
the rerouted traffic takes a variety of alternate routes.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈôltərnət /



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who acts as a deputy or substitute.











– origin

 early 16th cent.(earlier (late Middle English) as 
alternation

 ): from Latin 
alternat-

 ‘done by turns,’ from 
alternare

 , from 
alternus

 ‘every other,’ from 
alter

 ‘other, the other.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at alternative
 .





alternate angles

 
/ˈôltərˌnāt ˈaNGɡəlz/






plural noun




two angles, not adjoining one another, that are formed on opposite sides of a line that intersects two other lines. If the original two lines are parallel, the alternate angles are equal.













alternately

 
/ˈôltərnətlē/






adverb



1.
 
with two things continually following and succeeded by each other; one after the other




•
 
she sounds alternately confused and confident.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 as another option or possibility; alternatively




•
 
alternately, slice the cake in two when completely cooled and spread raspberry jam between the two halves.




















alternating current

 
/ˈôltərˌnādiNG ˈkərənt /

 
AC
 , ac






noun




an electric current that reverses its direction many times a second at regular intervals, typically used in power supplies.

Compare with direct current
 .













alternation

 
/ˌôltərˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the repeated occurrence of two things in turn




•
 
the regular alternation of stressed and unstressed syllables




•
 
Ghana's climate is warm and humid, with distinct alternations between rainy summer and dry winters.



















alternation of generations






noun






[Biology]

 a pattern of reproduction occurring in the life cycles of many lower plants and some invertebrates, involving a regular alternation between two distinct forms. The generations are alternately sexual and asexual (as in ferns) or dioecious and parthenogenetic (as in some jellyfish).













alternative

 
/ôlˈtərnədiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of one or more things) available as another possibility




•
 
the various alternative methods for resolving disputes




•
 
the alternative definition of democracy as popular power.










2.
 
(of two things) mutually exclusive




•
 
the facts fit two alternative scenarios.










3.
 
of or relating to behavior that is considered unconventional and is often seen as a challenge to traditional norms




•
 
an alternative lifestyle




•
 
they have one foot in alternative music and the other in rock.














II.
 
noun




one of two or more available possibilities




•
 
audiocassettes are an interesting 
alternative to

 reading




•
 
she had no alternative but to break the law.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘alternating, alternate’): from French 
alternatif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
alternativus

 , from Latin 
alternare

 ‘interchange’ (see alternate
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 
Alternate

 can be a verb, noun, or adjective, while 
alternative

 can be a noun or adjective. In both American and British English, the adjective 
alternate

 means ‘every other’ (there will be a dance on 
alternate

 Saturdays) and the adjective 
alternative

 means ‘available as another choice’ (an 
alternative

 route; 
alternative

 medicine; 
alternative

 energy sources). In American usage, however, 
alternate

 can also be used to mean ‘available as another choice’: an 
alternate

 plan called for construction to begin immediately rather than waiting for spring. Likewise, a book club may offer an ‘alternate selection’ as an alternative to the main selection. 
2

 Some traditionalists maintain, from an etymological standpoint, that you can have only two alternatives (from the Latin 
alter

 ‘other (of two); the other’) and that uses of more than two alternatives are erroneous. Such uses are, however, normal in modern standard English.





alternative dispute resolution

 
ADR






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the use of methods such as mediation and arbitration to resolve a dispute instead of litigation.













alternative energy






noun




energy generated in ways that do not deplete natural resources or harm the environment, especially by avoiding the use of fossil fuels and nuclear power.













alternative fuel






noun




a fuel other than gasoline for powering motor vehicles, such as natural gas, methanol, or electricity.













alternatively

 
/ôlˈtərnədivlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
as another option or possibility




•
 
alternatively, you may telephone us direct.




















alternative medicine

 
/ôlˈtərnədiv ˈmedəsən/






noun




any of a range of medical therapies that are not regarded as orthodox by the medical profession, such as herbalism, homeopathy, and acupuncture.

See also complementary medicine
 .














alternative rock






noun




a style of rock music characterized as unconventional or outside the mainstream




•
 
the disaffection of grunge and alternative rock resonated powerfully with a generation weathering an economic recession.



















alternative vote

 
AV






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for instant runoff voting
 .













alternator

 
/ˈôltərˌnādər/






noun




a generator that produces an alternating current.













Althing

 
/ˈôlˌTHiNG, ˈäl-/





I.
 
the bicameral legislative assembly of Iceland.







– origin

 Icelandic, from Old Norse.





althorn

 
/ˈaltôrn/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument of the saxhorn family, especially the alto or tenor saxhorn in E flat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
alt

 ‘high’ (from Latin 
altus

 ) + 
Horn

 ‘horn.’





although

 
/ôlˈT͟Hō/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
in spite of the fact that; even though




•
 
although the sun was shining it wasn't that warm




•
 
although small, the room has a spacious feel.










2.
 
however; but




•
 
he says he has the team jersey, although I've never seen him wear it.

















– origin

 Middle English: from all
 (as an adverb) + though
 . / 
usage:

 
Although

 and 
though

 are interchangeable in the senses listed above, the only difference being that use of 
though

 tends to be less formal than that of 
although

 . In formal writing, 
although

 tends to sound better than 
though

 as the opening word of a sentence. Some uses of 
though

 , however, are not interchangeable with 
although

 —e.g., adverbial uses (it was nice of him to phone, though) and uses in conjunction with ‘as’ or ‘even’ (she doesn't look as though she's listening).





Althusser, Louis

 
/ˈältˌho͞osər, ˌält(h)o͞oˈsā/






(1918–90), French philosopher. He reinterpreted traditional Marxism in the light of structuralist theories. Notable works: 
For Marx

 (1965) and 
Reading Capital

 (1970).









altimeter

 
/alˈtimidər /

 
alt.





I.
 
noun




an instrument for determining altitude attained, especially a barometric or radar device used in an aircraft.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
altus

 ‘high’ + -meter
 .





altimetry

 
/alˈtimətrē/





I.
 
noun




the measurement of height or altitude.








II.
 
derivatives





altimetric

 
/altəˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
altimetria

 .





altiplano

 
/ˌaltiˈplänō/





I.
 
noun




the high tableland of central South America.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Spanish.





altissimo

 
/alˈtisəˌmō, äl-/





I.
 
adjective






[Music]

 very high in pitch




•
 
the extreme altissimo range of his horn.

















– origin

 Italian, superlative of 
alto

 ‘high.’






altitude

 
/ˈaltəˌt(y)o͞od /

 
alt.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the height of an object or point in relation to sea level or ground level




•
 
flight data including airspeed and altitude




•
 
flying at altitudes over 15,000 feet.










2.
 
great height




•
 
the mechanism can freeze at altitude.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 the apparent height of a celestial object above the horizon, measured as an angle.




4.
 


[Geometry]

 the length of the perpendicular line from a vertex to the opposite side of a figure.








II.
 
derivatives





altitudinal

 
/ˈaltəˌt(y)o͞od(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
altitudo

 , from 
altus

 ‘high.’






altitude sickness

 
/ˈaldəˌt(y)o͞od ˈsiknis/






noun




illness caused by ascent to a high altitude and the resulting shortage of oxygen, characterized chiefly by hyperventilation, nausea, exhaustion, and cerebral edema.














Alt key

 
/ˈôlt ˌkē/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a key on a keyboard that when pressed at the same time as another key gives the second key an alternative function.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: abbreviation of 
alt(ernative) key

 .





Altman, Robert

 
/ˈôltmən/






(1925–2006), US movie director. He made his name with 
M*A*S*H

 (1970), a black comedy about an army surgical hospital at the front in the Korean War. Other notable movies: 
Nashville

 (1975), 
The Player

 (1992), and 
Gosford Park

 (2001).










alto

 
/ˈaltō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a voice, instrument, or part below the highest range and above tenor, in particular




2.
 


[Music]

 the highest adult male singing voice; countertenor.




3.
 


[Music]

 the lowest female singing voice; contralto.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 denoting the member of a family of instruments pitched second or third highest




•
 
alto flute.










5.
 


[Music]

 an alto instrument, especially an alto saxophone.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
alto

 (
canto

 ) ‘high (song).’





alto clef

 
/ˈaltō ˈôltō klef/






noun




a clef placing middle C on the middle line of the staff, now used chiefly for viola music.













altocumulus

 
/ˌaltōˈkyo͞omyələs/





I.
 
noun




cloud forming a layer of rounded masses with a level base, occurring at medium altitude, usually 6,500–23,000 feet (2–7 km).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
alto-

 (from Latin 
altus

 ‘high’) + cumulus
 .






altogether

 
/ˌôltəˈɡeT͟Hər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
completely; totally




•
 
I stopped seeing her altogether




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I'm not altogether sure that I'd trust him.










2.
 
including everything or everyone; in total




•
 
he had married several times and had forty-six children altogether.










3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — taking everything into consideration; on the whole




•
 
altogether it was a great evening.














II.
 
phrases





in the altogether








‹informal›

 without any clothes on; naked




•
 
she's agreed to pose in the altogether.





















– origin

 Old English (see all
 , together
 ). / 
usage:

 Note that 
altogether

 and 
all together

 do not mean the same thing. 
Altogether

 means ‘in total, totally’ as in there are six bedrooms altogether, or that is a different matter altogether, whereas 
all together

 means ‘all in one place’ or ‘all at once,’ as in it was good to have a group of friends all together, or they came in all together.





altoist

 
/ˈaltōist/






noun




a person who plays an alto instrument, in particular a saxophone.













Alton

 
/ˈôlt(ə)n/






an industrial city in southwestern Illinois, on the Mississippi River, north of St. Louis in Missouri; pop. 29,393 (est. 2008).









Altoona

 
/alˈto͞onə/






a city in south central Pennsylvania, in the Allegheny Mountains; pop. 46,144 (est. 2008). A noted railroad center, it is near Horseshoe Curve, where rails first crossed the Alleghenies.









alto-relievo

 
/ˌaltōrəˈlēvō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Sculpture]

 another term for high relief at relief
 (
sense

 4).




2.
 


[Sculpture]

 a sculpture or carving in high relief.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
alto-rilievo

 .





altostratus

 
/ˌaltōˈstrātəs, -ˈstratəs/





I.
 
noun




cloud forming a continuous uniform layer that resembles stratus but occurs at medium altitude, usually 6,500–23,000 feet (2–7 km).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
alto-

 (from Latin 
altus

 ‘high’) + stratus
 .






altricial

 
/alˈtriSHəl /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a young bird or other animal) hatched or born in an undeveloped state and requiring care and feeding by the parents.




2.
 
(of a particular species) having altricial young.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
altrix

 , 
altric-

 , feminine of 
altor

 ‘nourisher,’ from 
alere

 ‘nourish.’





alt-rock

 
/ˈôltˌräk/






noun




short for alternative rock
 :




•
 
the soundtrack throbs with alt-rock and techno




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
alt-rock radio.



















altruism

 
/ˈaltro͞oˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the belief in or practice of disinterested and selfless concern for the well-being of others




•
 
some may choose to work with vulnerable elderly people out of altruism.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 behavior of an animal that benefits another at its own expense.








II.
 
derivatives





altruist

 
/ˈalˌtro͞oəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
altruisme

 , from Italian 
altrui

 ‘somebody else,’ from Latin 
alteri huic

 ‘to this other.’





altruistic

 
/ˌaltro͞oˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




showing a disinterested and selfless concern for the well-being of others; unselfish




•
 
it was an entirely altruistic act.




•
 
I question how altruistic his motives were.














II.
 
derivatives





altruistically

 
/ˌaltro͞oˈistiklē /






adverb





















Altus

 
/ˈaltəs/






a city in southwestern Oklahoma; pop. 18,912 (est. 2008).









ALU






abbreviation






[Computing]

 arithmetic logic unit.













aludel

 
/ˈalyəˌdel/





I.
 
noun




a pear-shaped earthenware or glass pot, open at both ends to enable a series to be fitted one above another, formerly used in sublimation and other chemical processes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
alutel

 , via Spanish from Arabic 
al-'uṯāl

 ‘the sublimation vessel.’





alula

 
/ˈalyələ/





I.
 
noun




technical term for bastard wing
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘small wing,’ diminutive of 
ala

 .






alum1


 
/ˈaləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless astringent compound that is a hydrated double sulfate of aluminum and potassium, used in solution medicinally and in dyeing and tanning.

Also called potash alum. [Chem. formula: AlK(SO4
 )2
 .12H2
 O.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a number of analogous crystalline double sulfates of a monovalent metal (or group) and a trivalent metal.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
alumen

 , 
alumin-

 ; related to 
aluta

 ‘tawed leather.’





alum2


 
/əˈləm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an alumnus or alumna




•
 
a fellow Wellesley alum.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.






alumina

 
/əˈlo͞omənə/





I.
 
noun




a white solid, aluminum oxide, that occurs in bauxite and is found in crystalline form as the main constituent of corundum, sapphire, and other minerals.

[Aluminum oxide; chem. formula: Al2
 O3
 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
alumen

 (see alum
 1
 ), on the pattern of words such as 
magnesia

 .





aluminize

 
/əˈlo͞oməˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
aluminized

 )


1.
 
coat with aluminum




•
 
an aluminized reflector.



















aluminosilicate

 
/əˌlo͞omənəˈsiləkət/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a silicate in which aluminum replaces some of the silicon, especially a rock-forming mineral such as a feldspar or a clay mineral.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
alumino-

 (combining form of aluminum
 ) + silicate
 .





aluminous

 
/əˈlo͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of minerals and rocks) containing alumina or aluminum.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aluminosus

 , from 
alumen

 , 
alumin-

 (see alum
 1
 ).






aluminum

 
/əˈlo͞omənəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 aluminium





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Al

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 13, a light silvery-gray metal.

Aluminum is the most abundant metal in the earth's crust and is obtained mainly from bauxite. Its lightness, resistance to corrosion, and strength (esp. in alloys) have led to widespread use in domestic utensils, engineering parts, and aircraft construction.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
alumin(a)

 + 
(i)um

 .





aluminum bronze






noun




an alloy of copper and aluminum.














alumna

 
/əˈləmnə/





I.
 
noun




a female graduate or former student of a particular school, college, or university.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, feminine of 
alumnus

 (see alumnus
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at alumnus
 .






alumnus

 
/əˈləmnəs/





I.
 
noun




a graduate or former student, especially male, of a particular school, college, or university




•
 
a Harvard alumnus.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘nursling, pupil,’ from 
alere

 ‘nourish.’ / 
usage:

 In the singular, 
alumnus

 nearly always means a male, but the plural 
alumni

 usually refers to graduates or former students of either sex. See also alumna
 .






alumroot

 
/ˈaləmˌro͞ot, -ˌro͝ot /

 
alum root






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a heuchera, especially the green-flowered 
H. americana

 and the white-flowered 
H. parvifolia

 .













al-Uqsur

 
/ˌalˈo͝oksər/






Arabic name for Luxor
 .









Alvarez, Luis Walter

 
/ˈalvəˌrez/






(1911–88), US physicist. In particle physics, he made the first measurement of the neutron's magnetic moment. He also developed the bubble chamber. In 1980 Alvarez and his son identified iridium in sediment from the Cretaceous–Tertiary boundary and proposed that this resulted from a catastrophic meteorite impact. Nobel Prize for Physics (1968).









alveolar

 
/alˈvē(ə)lər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an alveolus, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the bony ridge that contains the sockets of the upper teeth.




3.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) pronounced with the tip of the tongue on or near this ridge (e.g., 
n

 , 
s

 , 
t

 ).




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to an alveolus or the alveoli of the lung.








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 an alveolar consonant.













alveolus

 
/alˈvēələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 a small cavity, pit, or hollow, in particular




2.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 any of the many tiny air sacs in the lungs where the exchange of oxygen and carbon dioxide takes place.




3.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 the bony socket for the root of a tooth.




4.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 an acinus in a gland.








II.
 
derivatives





alveolate

 
/alˈvēələt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘small cavity,’ diminutive of 
alveus

 .





always

 
/ˈôlˌwāz /

 


‹archaic›

 alway





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at all times; on all occasions




•
 
the sun always rises in the east.










2.
 
throughout a long period of the past




•
 
she had always been an obstinate sort.










3.
 
for all future time; forever




•
 
she will always be missed.










4.
 
repeatedly and annoyingly




•
 
she is always making derogatory remarks.










5.
 
as a last resort; failing all else




•
 
if the marriage doesn't work out, we can always get divorced.

















– origin

 Middle English: genitive case of 
all way

 , the inflection probably giving the sense ‘at every time’ as opposed to ‘at one uninterrupted time’; the difference between the two is no longer distinct.





always-on






adjective




denoting or relating to an Internet connection that is continuously accessible




•
 
high-speed cable lines provide the Internet user with an always-on connection




•
 
aircraft used to be one of the last refuges from our always-on world.



















alyssum

 
/əˈlisəm/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous Eurasian plant that bears small flowers in a range of colors, typically white or yellow. Several kinds are widely cultivated in gardens.

[Genera 
Alyssum

 and 
Lobularia

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : many species, including 
sweet alyssum

 (
L. maritima

 ), with fragrant white flowers.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (used loosely to denote various medicinal herbs): modern Latin, from Latin 
alysson

 , from Greek 
alusson

 , from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
lussa

 ‘rabies’ (referring to early herbalist use).





Alzheimer's

 
/ˈältsˌhīmərz /

 
Alzheimer's disease





I.
 
noun




progressive mental deterioration that can occur in middle or old age, due to generalized degeneration of the brain. It is the most common cause of premature senility.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Alois 
Alzheimer

 (1864–1915), German neurologist who first identified it.





Am






symbol




the chemical element americium.













AM






abbreviation



1.
 
amplitude modulation.




2.
 


(US)

 Master of Arts.

[Latin 
artium magister

 .]













a.m.

 
/ˌāˈem/





I.
 
abbreviation




before noon, used with times of day between midnight and noon




•
 
we can deliver your most time-sensitive shipments by 10:30 a.m.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ante meridiem

 .





AMA






abbreviation



1.
 
American Management Association.




2.
 
American Medical Association.




3.
 
American Motorcycle Association.













amah

 
/ˈämə/





I.
 
noun




a nursemaid or maid in East Asia or India.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
ama

 ‘nurse.’





Amal

 
/äˈmäl/





I.
 
a Lebanese Shiite Muslim organization founded in 1975 and having political and paramilitary wings.







– origin

 from Arabic '
amal

 ‘hope.’






amalgam

 
/əˈmalɡəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture or blend




•
 
a curious amalgam of the traditional and the modern.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 an alloy of mercury with another metal, especially one used for dental fillings.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
amalgame

 or medieval Latin 
amalgama

 , from Greek 
malagma

 ‘an emollient.’






amalgamate

 
/əˈmalɡəˌmāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
combine or unite to form one organization or structure


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he 
amalgamated

 his company 
with

 another




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
numerous small railroad companies amalgamated




•
 (as 
adj.

 
amalgamated

 )
 
his true genius lies in synthesis, in an amalgamated vision.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 alloy (a metal) with mercury


(as 
adj.

 
amalgamated

 )


•
 
amalgamated zinc.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
amalgamat-

 ‘formed into a soft mass,’ from the verb 
amalgamare

 , from 
amalgama

 (see amalgam
 ).





amalgamation

 
/əˌmalɡəˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action, process, or result of combining or uniting




•
 
the threat of 
amalgamation with

 a competitor




•
 
an amalgamation of two separate companies.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
amalgamare

 (see amalgamate
 ).





Amalthea

 
/ˌaməlˈTHēə, əmal- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
satellite V of Jupiter, the third closest to the planet. It is reddish in color and heavily cratered, with a diameter of 106 miles (170 km).







– origin

 from the name of a goat in Greek mythology, which suckled the infant Zeus.





Amana Colonies

 
/əˌmanə ˈkälənēz/






a group of seven villages in east central Iowa. Settled by a German religious group, they are famous for manufacturing appliances.









amandine

 
/ˈäməndēn/






adjective




(of a dish) prepared or garnished with sliced almonds.













amanuensis

 
/əˌmanyəˈwensəs/





I.
 
noun




a literary or artistic assistant, in particular one who takes dictation or copies manuscripts.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, from 
(servus) a manu

 ‘(slave) at hand(writing), secretary’ + 
-ensis

 ‘belonging to.’





amaranth

 
/ˈaməˌranTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any plant of the genus 
Amaranthus

 , typically having small green, red, or purple tinted flowers. Certain varieties are grown for food.

[Family 
Amaranthaceae

 : several genera, esp. 
Amaranthus

 .]




2.
 
an imaginary flower that never fades.




3.
 
a purple color.








II.
 
derivatives





amaranthine

 
/ˌaməˈranTH(ə)n ˌaməˈranˌTHīn /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
amarante

 or modern Latin 
amaranthus

 , alteration (on the pattern of plant names ending in 
-anthus

 , from Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower’) of Latin 
amarantus

 , from Greek 
amarantos

 ‘everlasting,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
marainein

 ‘wither.’





amaretti

 
/ˌaməˈredē/





I.
 
plural noun




Italian almond-flavored cookies.











– origin

 Italian, based on 
amaro

 ‘bitter’; compare with amaretto
 .






amaretto

 
/ˌaməˈretō, ˌäm-/





I.
 
noun




(
pl.

 amarettos)
 — a sweet, almond-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
amaro

 ‘bitter’ (with reference to bitter almonds).





Amarillo

 
/ˌaməˈrilō/






an industrial and commercial city in northwestern Texas, in the Panhandle; pop. 187,236 (est. 2008).









amaryllis

 
/ˌaməˈrilis/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous plant with white, pink, or red flowers and straplike leaves, of the type genus of the amaryllis family, 
Amaryllidaceae

 .

[A South African plant (
Amaryllis belladonna

 , also called belladonna lily
 ), and (popularly) a tropical South American plant that is frequently grown as a houseplant (hybrids of the genus 
Hippeastrum

 , formerly 
Amaryllis

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
Amaryllis

 (from Greek 
Amarullis

 ), a name for a country girl in pastoral poetry.





amass

 
/əˈmas/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather together or accumulate (a large amount or number of valuable material or things) over a period of time




•
 
starting from nothing he had amassed a huge fortune.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of people) gather together in a crowd or group




•
 
the soldiers were amassing from all parts of Spain.














II.
 
derivatives





amasser






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
amasser

 or medieval Latin 
amassare

 , based on Latin 
massa

 ‘lump’ (see mass
 ).






Amaterasu

 
/ˌämädəˈräso͞o/






the principal deity of the Japanese Shinto religion, the sun goddess and ancestor of Jimmu, founder of the imperial dynasty.










amateur

 
/ˈamədər ˈaməˌtər ˈaməCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who engages in a pursuit, especially a sport, on an unpaid basis.




2.
 
a person considered contemptibly inept at a particular activity




•
 
that bunch of stumbling amateurs.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
engaging or engaged in without payment; nonprofessional




•
 
an amateur archaeologist




•
 
amateur athletics.










2.
 
inept or unskillful




•
 
it's all so amateur!














III.
 
derivatives





amateurism

 
/ˈamədəˌrizəm ˈaməˌt(y)o͝oˌrizəm ˈaməˌCHo͝oˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
amatore

 , from Latin 
amator

 ‘lover,’ from 
amare

 ‘to love.’





amateurish

 
/ˈamədəriSH ˌaməˈt(y)o͝oriSH aməˈCHo͝oriSH/





I.
 
adjective




unskillful; inept




•
 
the editing is choppy and amateurish




•
 
amateurish actors.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amateurishly

 
/ˈˌaməˈˌtəriSHlē ˈˌaməˈˌt(y)o͝oriSHlē ˈˌaməˈˌCHo͝oriSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
amateurishness

 
/ˈˌaməˈˌtəriSHnis ˈˌaməˈˌt(y)o͝oriSHnis ˈˌaməˈˌCHo͝oriSHnis /






noun





















Amati

 
/äˈmädē/






the name of a family of Italian violin-makers from Cremona. In the 16th and 17th centuries, three generations, including 
Andrea

 (
c.

 1520–80), his sons 
Antonio

 (1550–1638) and 
Girolamo

 (1551–1635), and the latter's son 
Nicolò

 (1596–1684), developed the basic proportions of the violin, viola, and cello.









amatol

 
/ˈaməˌtôl, ˈaməˌˌtäl/





I.
 
noun




a high explosive consisting of a mixture of TNT and ammonium nitrate.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from 
am(monium)

 + 
tol(uene)

 .





amatory

 
/ˈaməˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or induced by sexual love or desire




•
 
his amatory exploits.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
amatorius

 , from 
amator

 (see amateur
 ).





amaurosis

 
/ˌamôˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 partial or total blindness without visible change in the eye, typically due to disease of the optic nerve, spinal cord, or brain.








II.
 
derivatives





amaurotic

 
/ˌamôˈrädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
amaurōsis

 , from 
amauroun

 ‘darken,’ from 
amauros

 ‘dim.’






amaze

 
/əˈmāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surprise (someone) greatly; fill with astonishment




•
 
he was 
amazed at

 how modern everything was




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
she was 
amazed that

 Paul should notice her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
amazed

 )
 
she shook her head in amazed disbelief.

















– origin

 Old English 
āmasian

 , of unknown origin.





amazeballs

 
/əˈmāzbôlz/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 extremely good or impressive; amazing




•
 
the atmosphere was nothing special but the food was amazeballs




•
 
she looks amazeballs




•
 
thanks for hosting another amazeballs party.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: humorous alteration of amazing
 .





amazement

 
/əˈmāzmənt/






noun




a feeling of great surprise or wonder




•
 
she shook her head 
in amazement






•
 
he found 
to his amazement

 that it was a passageway.




















amazing

 
/əˈmāziNG/






adjective



1.
 
causing great surprise or wonder; astonishing




•
 
an amazing number of people registered




•
 
it is amazing how short your memory is.










2.
 


‹informal›

 startlingly impressive




•
 
she makes the most amazing cakes.



















amazingly

 
/əˈmāziNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in a way that causes great surprise or wonder




•
 
amazingly, 66 passengers and crew members survived.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very impressively or well




•
 
I genuinely thought Rachel sang amazingly.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 very; extremely (usually expressing approval)




•
 
there's an amazingly diverse range of work under one roof




•
 
there are so many amazingly good clarets.



















Amazon1


 
/ˈaməˌzän ˈaməzən/





I.
 
a river in South America that flows more than 4,150 miles (6,683 km) through Peru, Colombia, and Brazil into the Atlantic Ocean. It drains two-fifths of the continent and, in terms of water-flow, is the largest river in the world.







– origin

 the river bore various names after its discovery in 1500 and was finally called 
Amazon

 after a legendary tribe of female warriors believed to live on its banks.






Amazon2


 
/ˈaməˌzän ˈaməzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a legendary race of female warriors believed by the ancient Greeks to exist in Scythia (near the Black Sea in modern Russia) or elsewhere on the edge of the known world.




2.
 
(also 
amazon

 )
 — a tall and strong or athletic woman.




3.
 
(
amazon

 )
 — a parrot, typically green and with a broad rounded tail, found in Central and South America.

[Genus 
Amazona

 , family 
Psittacidae

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
Amazōn

 , explained by the Greeks as ‘without a breast’ (as if from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
mazos

 ‘breast’), referring to the fable that the Amazons cut off the right breast so as not to interfere with the use of a bow, but probably a popular etymology of an unknown foreign word.






amazon ant






noun




a small reddish ant that captures the pupae of other ant colonies to raise as slaves.

[Genus 
Polyergus

 , family 
Formicidae

 .]













Amazonia

 
/ˌaməˈzōnēə/






the area around the Amazon River in South America, principally in Brazil, but also extending into Peru, Colombia, and Bolivia. This region comprises approximately one-third of the world's remaining tropical rain forest.









Amazonian1


 
/ˌaməˈzōnēən/






relating to or denoting the River Amazon or its surrounding region




•
 
the Amazonian rainforest.















Amazonian2


 
/ˌaməˈzōnēən/





I.
 
(of a woman) tall and strong or athletic




•
 
Amazonian supermodels




•
 
an Amazonian physique.













– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Amazon
 2
 (
sense

 1).






ambassador

 
/amˈbasədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an accredited diplomat sent by a country as its official representative to a foreign country




•
 
the French 
ambassador to

 Portugal.










2.
 
a person who acts as a representative or promoter of a specified activity




•
 
he is a good ambassador for the industry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ambassadorial

 
/amˌbasəˈdôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
ambassadorship

 
/amˈbasədərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
ambassadeur

 , from Italian 
ambasciator

 , based on Latin 
ambactus

 ‘servant.’





ambassador-at-large

 
/amˈbasədərətˌlärj/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an ambassador with special duties, not appointed to a particular country.













ambassadress

 
/amˈbasədrəs/






noun



1.
 
a female ambassador.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an ambassador's wife.













Ambato

 
/ämˈbädō/






a market town in the Andes of central Ecuador; pop. 209,000 (est. 2008).










amber

 
/ˈambər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hard translucent fossilized resin produced by extinct coniferous trees of the Tertiary period, typically yellowish in color.

Amber has been used in jewelry since antiquity. It is found chiefly along the southern shores of the Baltic Sea; pieces often contain the bodies of trapped insects. When rubbed, amber becomes charged with static electricity: the word 
electric

 is derived from the Greek word for amber.




2.
 
a honey-yellow color typical of amber.




3.
 
a yellow light used as a cautionary signal between green for “go” and red for “stop”




•
 
the lights were at amber.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of amber




•
 
amber beads.










2.
 
having the yellow color of amber




•
 
her amber eyes.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘ambergris’): from Old French 
ambre

 , from Arabic ῾
anbar

 ‘ambergris,’ later ‘amber.’





AMBER Alert

 
/ˈambər əˌlərt /

 

‹trademark›


 
Amber Alert





I.
 
noun




an emergency response system that disseminates information about a missing person (usually a child), by media broadcasting or electronic roadway signs




•
 
our state's AMBER Alert became operational last September.

















– origin

 acronym from America's Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response, named after Amber Hagerman, a child kidnapped in Texas in 1996.





ambergris

 
/ˈambərˌɡris ˈambərˌɡrē(s)/





I.
 
noun




a waxlike substance that originates as a secretion in the intestines of the sperm whale, found floating in tropical seas and used in perfume manufacture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ambre gris

 ‘gray amber,’ as distinct from 
amber jaune

 ‘yellow amber’ (the resin).





amberjack

 
/ˈambərˌjak/





I.
 
noun




a large marine game fish found in inshore tropical and subtropical waters of the Atlantic and South Pacific.

[Genus 
Seriola

 , family 
Carangidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from amber
 (because of its yellowish tail) + jack
 1
 .





ambidextrous

 
/ˌambēˈdekst(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) able to use the right and left hands equally well




•
 
few of us are naturally ambidextrous.










2.
 
(of an implement) designed to be used by left-handed and right-handed people with equal ease.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ambidexterity

 
/ˌambēˌdeksˈterədē /






noun













2.
 
ambidextrously

 
/ˌambēˈdekst(ə)rəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
ambidexter

 (from Latin 
ambi-

 ‘on both sides’ + 
dexter

 ‘right-handed’) + -ous
 .





ambience

 
/ˈambēəns /

 
ambiance





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the character and atmosphere of a place




•
 
the relaxed ambience of the cocktail lounge is popular with guests.










2.
 
background noise added to a musical recording to give the impression that it was recorded live.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ambient
 + -ence
 , or from French 
ambiance

 , from 
ambiant

 ‘surrounding.’






ambient

 
/ˈambēənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the immediate surroundings of something




•
 
the liquid is stored at below ambient temperature.














II.
 
noun




a style of instrumental music with electronic textures and no persistent beat, used to create or enhance a mood or atmosphere.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
ambiant

 or Latin 
ambient-

 ‘going around,’ from 
ambire

 .





ambiguity

 
/ˌambəˈɡyo͞owədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
uncertainty or inexactness of meaning in language




•
 
we can detect no ambiguity in this section of the Act




•
 
ambiguities in such questions are potentially very dangerous.










2.
 
a lack of decisiveness or commitment resulting from a failure to make a choice between alternatives




•
 
the film is fraught with moral ambiguity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ambiguite

 or Latin 
ambiguitas

 , from 
ambiguus

 ‘doubtful’ (see ambiguous
 ).






ambiguous

 
/amˈbiɡyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of language) open to more than one interpretation; having a double meaning




•
 
the question is rather ambiguous




•
 
ambiguous phrases.










2.
 
unclear or inexact because a choice between alternatives has not been made




•
 
this whole society is morally ambiguous




•
 
the election result was ambiguous.














II.
 
derivatives





ambiguousness

 
/amˈbiɡyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘indistinct, obscure’): from Latin 
ambiguus

 ‘doubtful’ (from 
ambigere

 ‘waver, go around,’ from 
ambi-

 ‘both ways’ + 
agere

 ‘to drive’) + -ous
 .





ambiguously

 
/amˈbiɡyo͝oəslē/






adverb



1.
 
so as to be open to more than one interpretation




•
 
the new clause is ambiguously worded.










2.
 
so as to be open to doubt or uncertainty




•
 
a developing adolescent of ambiguously defined sexuality.



















ambisexual

 
/ˌambəˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




bisexual or androgynous.








II.
 
noun




an ambisexual person.








III.
 
derivatives





ambisexually






adverb



















– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
ambi-

 ‘on both sides’ + sexual
 .





ambisonic

 
/ˌambəˈsänik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a high-fidelity audio system that reproduces the directional and acoustic properties of recorded sound using two or more channels.








II.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
ambisonic reproduction or systems.











– origin

 1970s: from Latin 
ambi-

 ‘on both sides’ + sonic
 .





ambit

 
/ˈambət/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the scope, extent, or bounds of something




•
 
within the ambit of federal law.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘precincts, environs’): from Latin 
ambitus

 ‘circuit,’ from 
ambire

 ‘go around.’






ambition

 
/amˈbiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong desire to do or to achieve something, typically requiring determination and hard work




•
 
her ambition was to become a model




•
 
he achieved his ambition of making a fortune.










2.
 
desire and determination to achieve success




•
 
life offered few opportunities for young people with ambition.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ambitio(n-)

 , from 
ambire

 ‘go around (canvassing for votes).’





ambitious

 
/amˈbiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a strong desire and determination to succeed




•
 
his mother was hard-working and ambitious for her four children.










2.
 
(of a plan or piece of work) intended to satisfy high aspirations and therefore difficult to achieve




•
 
the scope of the book is very ambitious




•
 
an ambitious enterprise.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ambitiously

 
/amˈbiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ambitiousness

 
/amˈbiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ambitieux

 or Latin 
ambitiosus

 , from 
ambitio

 (see ambition
 ).





ambivalence

 
/amˈbivələns/






noun




the state of having mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about something or someone




•
 
the law's ambivalence about the importance of a victim's identity




•
 
government ambivalence toward the arts.



















ambivalent

 
/amˈbivələnt/





I.
 
adjective




having mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about something or someone




•
 
some loved her, some hated her, few were ambivalent about her




•
 
an ambivalent attitude to technology.














II.
 
derivatives





ambivalently






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
ambivalence

 (from German 
Ambivalenz

 ), on the pattern of 
equivalent

 .





ambivert

 
/ˈambəˌvərt/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 a person whose personality has a balance of extrovert and introvert features.








II.
 
derivatives





ambiversion

 
/ˌambiˈvərZHən /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
ambi-

 ‘on both sides,’ on the pattern of 
extrovert

 and 
introvert

 .





amble

 
/ˈambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or move at a slow, relaxed pace




•
 
they ambled along the riverbank




•
 
he ambled into the foyer.














II.
 
noun




a walk at a slow, relaxed pace, especially for pleasure




•
 
a peaceful riverside amble.














III.
 
derivatives





ambler

 
/ˈamblər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a horse's gait): from Old French 
ambler

 , from Latin 
ambulare

 ‘to walk.’





amblyopia

 
/ˌamblēˈōpēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 impaired or dim vision without obvious defect or change in the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





amblyopic

 
/-ˈäpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
ambluōpia

 ‘dim-sightedness,’ from 
ambluōpos

 (adjective), from 
amblus

 ‘dull’ + 
ōps

 , 
ōp-

 ‘eye.’





ambo

 
/ˈambō/





I.
 
noun




(in an early Christian church) an oblong pulpit with steps at each end.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
ambōn

 ‘rim’ (in medieval Greek ‘pulpit’).





Amboina wood

 
/amˈboinə ˌwo͝od /

 
Amboyna wood





I.
 
noun




the decorative wood of a rapidly growing Southeast Asian tree, often used for furniture making.

[The tree is 
Pterocarpus indicus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Amboina

 Island (see Ambon
 ).





Amboinese

 
/ˌamboiˈnēz, ˌämboiˈnēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Ambon.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of the Amboinese people.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the island of Ambon, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from 
Amboina

 (see Ambon
 ) + -ese
 .






Ambon

 
/ämˈbôn, ˈamˌbän /

 
Amboina





I.
 
a mountainous island in eastern Indonesia, one of the Molucca Islands.




II.
 
a port on the island of Ambon, the capital of the Molucca Islands; pop. 204,200 (est. 2005).









Ambrose, St.

 
/ˈamˌbrōz, -ˌbrōs/






(
c.

 339–397), doctor of the Church. As bishop of Milan from 374, he introduced much Eastern theology and liturgical practice into the West. Feast day, December 7.









ambrosia

 
/amˈbrōZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 the food of the gods.




2.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 something very pleasing to taste or smell




•
 
the tea was ambrosia after the slop I'd been drinking.










3.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a fungal product used as food by ambrosia beetles.




4.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 another term for bee bread
 .




5.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a dessert made with oranges and shredded coconut.








II.
 
derivatives





ambrosial

 
/amˈbrōZH(ē)əl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, ‘elixir of life,’ from 
ambrotos

 ‘immortal.’





ambrosia beetle






noun




a small dark wood-boring beetle, the adults and larvae of which feed on a fungus that they cultivate, called ambrosia.

[Genus 
Platypus

 (family 
Platypodidae

 ), and 
Xyleborus

 and other genera (family 
Scolytidae

 ).]













Ambrosian

 
/amˈbrōzēən/






adjective




relating to St. Ambrose, especially in relation to his developments in church music




•
 
two important manuscript sources of Ambrosian chant.




















ambry

 
/ˈômbrē /

 
aumbry





I.
 
noun




a small recess or cupboard in the wall of a church.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
armarie

 , from Latin 
armarium

 ‘closet, chest,’ from 
arma

 ‘utensils.’





ambulacrum

 
/ˌambyəˈlakrəm, -ˈlākrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in a starfish or other echinoderm) each of the radially arranged bands, together with their underlying structures, through which the double rows of tube feet protrude.








II.
 
derivatives





ambulacral

 
/-rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, ‘avenue,’ from 
ambulare

 ‘to walk.’






ambulance

 
/ˈambyələns/





I.
 
noun




a vehicle specially equipped for taking sick or injured people to and from the hospital, especially in emergencies.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, from 
hôpital ambulant

 ‘mobile (horse-drawn) field hospital,’ from Latin 
ambulant-

 ‘walking’ (see ambulant
 ).





ambulance chaser

 
/ˈambyələns ˈCHāsər/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a lawyer who specializes in bringing cases seeking damages for personal injury.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the reputation gained by certain lawyers for attending accidents and encouraging victims to sue.






ambulant

 
/ˈambyələnt/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a patient) able to walk around; not confined to bed.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ambulant-

 ‘walking,’ from 
ambulare

 .





ambulate

 
/ˈambyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 walk; move about




•
 
making use of crutches to ambulate




•
 
tortoises are diurnally active, ambulating mainly over the course of the day.














II.
 
derivatives





ambulation

 
/ˌambyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ambulat-

 ‘walked,’ from the verb 
ambulare

 .





ambulatory

 
/ˈambyələˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or adapted for walking.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 able to walk; not bedridden




•
 
ambulatory patients.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to patients who are able to walk




•
 
an ambulatory care facility.










4.
 
movable; mobile




•
 
an ambulatory ophthalmic service.














II.
 
noun




a place for walking, especially an aisle around the apse or a cloister in a church or monastery.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
ambulatorius

 , from 
ambulare

 ‘to walk.’





ambulette

 
/ˌambyəˈlet/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a specially equipped van for transporting disabled or convalescent passengers in nonemergency circumstances




•
 
a week later, Eli would be taken by ambulette to the doctor.

















– origin

 1940s: from ambulance
 + -ette
 .





ambulocetus

 
/ˌambyələˈsēdəs/





I.
 
noun




a large carnivorous amphibian (
Ambulocetus natans

 , order 
Cetacea

 ) of the Eocene epoch, an early ancestor of today's whales.











– origin

 1990s: modern Latin, from Latin 
ambulare

 ‘to walk’ + 
cetus

 ‘whale.’





ambuscade

 
/ˈambəskād/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an ambush.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 attack from an ambush.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 lie in ambush


(as 
adj.

 
ambuscaded

 )


•
 
ambuscaded thousands might swarm up over the embankment.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
embuscade

 , from Italian 
imboscata

 , Spanish 
emboscada

 , or Portuguese 
embuscada

 , based on a late Latin word meaning ‘to place in a wood’; related to bush
 .





ambush

 
/ˈambo͝oSH/





I.
 
noun




a surprise attack by people lying in wait in a concealed position




•
 
seven members of a patrol were killed in an ambush




•
 
kidnappers waiting 
in ambush

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a surprise attack on (someone) from a concealed position




•
 
they were ambushed and taken prisoner by the enemy.










2.
 
confront (someone) suddenly and unexpectedly with unwelcome questions




•
 
representatives were ambushed by camera crews.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘place troops in hiding in order to surprise an enemy’): from Old French 
embusche

 (noun), 
embuschier

 (verb), based on a late Latin word meaning ‘to place in a wood’; related to bush
 . The noun use dates from the late 15th cent.





ambush marketing






noun




the practice by which a rival company attempts to associate its products with an event that already has official sponsors.













AMD





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 age-related macular degeneration (see macular degeneration
 )




•
 
the results provide physicians and patients with new information about preventing vision loss from AMD.














II.
 
abbreviation




Armenian dram(s).













am-dram

 
/ˈam ˌdram/





I.
 
noun




[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 amateur dramatics




•
 
a performance poised somewhere between slapstick and below-average am-dram.

















– origin

 blend.





AME






abbreviation




African Methodist Episcopal.













amebiasis

 
/ˌaməˈbīəsəs /

 
amoebiasis





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 infection with amoebas, especially as causing dysentery.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from amoeba
 + -asis
 .





Ameche, Don

 
/əˈmēCHē/






(1908–93), US actor; born 
Dominic Felix Amici

 . A leading man in movies of the 1930s and 1940s, he made a comeback in the 1980s in such movies as 
Trading Places

 (1983), 
Cocoon

 (1985), and 
Cocoon: The Return

 (1989).









amelanchier

 
/ˈaməˌlant(SH)ē(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a tree or shrub of a genus that includes the juneberries.

[Genus 
Amelanchier

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 from French dialect 
amelancier

 ‘medlar.’






ameliorate

 
/əˈmēlyəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something bad or unsatisfactory) better




•
 
the reform did much to ameliorate living standards.














II.
 
derivatives





ameliorative

 
/əˈmēlēərədiv əˈmēlyərədiv əˈmēlēəˌrādiv əˈmēlyəˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of meliorate
 , influenced by French 
améliorer

 , from 
meilleur

 ‘better.’





amelioration

 
/əˌmēlēəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun






‹formal›

 the act of making something better; improvement




•
 
progress brings with it the amelioration of the human condition.



















amen

 
/äˈmen āˈmen/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
uttered at the end of a prayer or hymn, meaning ‘so be it.’




2.
 
used to express agreement or assent




•
 
amen to that!














II.
 
noun




an utterance of “amen.”











– origin

 Old English, from ecclesiastical Latin, from Greek 
amēn

 , from Hebrew '
āmēn

 ‘truth, certainty,’ used adverbially as expression of agreement or consent, and adopted in the Septuagint as a solemn expression of belief or affirmation.





amenable

 
/əˈmēnəb(ə)l əˈmenəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) open and responsive to suggestion; easily persuaded or controlled




•
 
parents who have had easy babies and amenable children.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
amenable to

 )
 — (of a thing) capable of being acted upon in a particular way; susceptible to




•
 
the patients had cardiac failure not amenable to medical treatment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amenability

 
/əˌmēnəˈbilədē əˌmenəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
amenably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘liable to answer (to a law or tribunal)’): an Anglo-Norman French legal term, from Old French 
amener

 ‘bring to,’ from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ) ‘to’ + 
mener

 ‘bring’ (from late Latin 
minare

 ‘drive (animals),’ from Latin 
minari

 ‘threaten’).





amen corner






noun



1.
 


(US)

 (in some Protestant churches) seats, usually near the preacher, occupied by those who lead responses from the congregation.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a group of people that give unwavering support.














amend

 
/əˈmend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make minor changes in (a text) in order to make it fairer, more accurate, or more up-to-date




•
 
the rule was amended to apply only to nonmembers.










2.
 
modify formally, as a legal document or legislative bill




•
 
did she amend her original will later on?




•
 
pressuring Panama to amend its banking laws.










3.
 
make better; improve




•
 
if you can amend or alter people's mindset.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 put right




•
 
a few things had gone wrong, but these had been amended.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amendable

 
/əˈmendəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
amender






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
amender

 , based on Latin 
emendare

 (see emend
 ).





amendment

 
/əˈmen(d)mənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a minor change in a document.




2.
 
a change or addition to a legal or statutory document




•
 
an 
amendment to

 existing bail laws.










3.
 
(
Amendment

 )
 — an article added to the US Constitution




•
 
the First Amendment.










4.
 
something that is added to soil in order to improve its texture or fertility.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘improvement, correction’): from Old French 
amendement

 , from 
amender

 (see amend
 ).





amends

 
/əˈmendz/





I.
 
plural noun




reparation or compensation




•
 
try to 
make amends for

 the rude way you spoke to Lucy.














II.
 
phrases





an offer of amends








[Law]

 an offer to publish a correction and an apology for an act of libel.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
amendes

 ‘penalties, fine,’ plural of 
amende

 ‘reparation,’ from 
amender

 (see amend
 ).





amenity

 
/əˈmenədē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
amenities

 )


1.
 
a desirable or useful feature or facility of a building or place




•
 
heating is regarded as a basic amenity.










2.
 
the pleasantness of a place or a person




•
 
the exertion of amenity toward the boss.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
amenite

 or Latin 
amoenitas

 , from 
amoenus

 ‘pleasant.’






amenorrhea

 
/āˌmenəˈrēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 amenorrhoea





I.
 
noun




an abnormal absence of menstruation.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + meno-
 + -rrhea
 .





ament

 
/ˈāment ˈāmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a catkin.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
amentum

 ‘thong.’





amentia

 
/āˈmen(t)SHēə/





I.
 
noun




severe congenital mental handicap.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘madness,’ from 
amens

 , 
ament-

 ‘mad,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
mens

 ‘the mind.’





Amerasian

 
/ˌamərˈāZHən/





I.
 
adjective




having one American and one Asian parent.








II.
 
noun




a person with one American and one Asian parent.











– origin

 1960s: blend of American
 and Asian
 .





amercement

 
/əˈmərsmənt/





I.
 
noun






[English Law]

 
‹historical›

 a fine.








II.
 
derivatives





amerce

 
/əˈmərs /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
amerciment

 , based on 
estre amercie

 ‘be at the mercy of another’ (with respect to the amount of a fine), from 
a merci

 ‘at (the) mercy.’






America

 
/əˈmerəkə /

 
the Americas





I.
 
a landmass in the western hemisphere that consists of the continents of North and South America joined by the Isthmus of Panama. The continent was originally inhabited by American Indians and Inuits. The northeast coastline of North America was visited by Norse seamen in the 8th or 9th century, but for the modern world the continent was first reached by Christopher Columbus in 1492.




II.
 
used as a name for the United States.







– origin

 the name 
America

 dates from the early 16th cent. and is believed to derive from the Latin form (
Americus

 ) of the name of Amerigo Vespucci, who sailed along the west coast of South America in 1501.






American

 
/əˈmerəkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of the United States or its inhabitants




•
 
the election of a new American president.










2.
 
relating to or denoting the continents of America




•
 
the American continent south of the tropic of Cancer.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or citizen of the United States.




2.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a native or inhabitant of any of the countries of North, South, or Central America.




3.
 
the English language as it is used in the United States; American English.








III.
 
derivatives





Americanness






noun



















– origin

 from modern Latin 
Americanus

 , from America
 .





Americana

 
/əˌmerəˈkänə əˌmerəˈkanə/






plural noun




things associated with the culture and history of America, especially the United States.














American aloe






noun




another term for century plant
 .













American bald eagle






noun




another term for bald eagle
 .













American cheese

 
//






noun




a type of mild-flavored semisoft processed cheese.














American Civil War

 
/əˈmerəkən ˈsivil wô(ə)r/





I.
 
the war between the northern US states (usually known as the Union) and the Confederate states of the South, 1861–65.





The war was fought over the issues of slavery and states' rights. The pro-slavery southern states seceded from the Federal Union following the election of Abraham Lincoln on an anti-slavery platform, but were defeated by the North.





American crocodile






noun




a crocodile with a long tapering head, occurring from southernmost Florida to Ecuador.

[
Crocodylus acutus

 , family 
Crocodylidae

 .]













American depositary receipt

 
ADR
 , American depositary share






noun




(in the US) a negotiable certificate of title to a number of shares in a non-US company that are deposited in an overseas bank.













American dream

 
/əˈmerəkən drēm/






noun




the ideal that every US citizen should have an equal opportunity to achieve success and prosperity through hard work, determination, and initiative




•
 
he could achieve 
the American dream

 only by hard work.



















American eagle

 
//






noun




another term for bald eagle
 .














American egret






noun




another term for great egret
 .













American English

 
/əˈmerəkən ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH/






noun




the English language as spoken and written in the US.













American Falls






see Niagara Falls
 .









American Federation of Labor






a federation of North American labor unions, merged in 1955 with the Congress of Industrial Organizations to form the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL–CIO).









American football

 
//






noun




British term for football
 .













American Gothic






noun



1.
 
a noted 1930 painting by Grant Wood (1891–1942), depicting a dour-faced farmer and his daughter in front of their house, with a Gothic-style window in the background. It is representative of traditional American rural values, and is widely copied and parodied.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — conservative in moral and social views.













American Independence, War of






British term for American Revolution
 .










American Indian

 
/əˈmerəkən ˈindēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of the indigenous peoples of North, Central, and South America, especially those of North America.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to American Indian groups.











usage:

 The term 
American Indian

 has been steadily replaced, especially in official contexts, by the more recent term 
Native American

 (first recorded in the 1950s and becoming prominent in the 1970s). The latter is preferred by some as being a more accurate description (the word 
Indian

 recalling Columbus's assumption that, on reaching America, he had reached the east coast of India). 
American Indian

 is still widespread in general use, however, partly because it is not normally regarded as offensive by American Indians themselves. See also Native American
 , Amerindian
 , and Indian
 .





Americanism

 
/əˈmerik(ə)niz(ə)m/






noun



1.
 
a word, expression, or other feature that is characteristic of American English




•
 
the term is an Americanism dating back to the late nineteenth century.










2.
 
a custom, quality, or institution characteristic of the United States




•
 
Americanisms such as the barbecue and the swimming pool.










3.
 
attachment or allegiance to the traditions, institutions, and ideals of the United States




•
 
Americans in Europe have almost all preserved their Americanism.



















Americanization

 
/əˌmerək(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n əˌmerəkəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of making a person or thing American in character or nationality




•
 
the Americanization of popular culture continues apace.



















Americanize

 
/əˈmerəkəˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make American in character or nationality




•
 
trying to Americanize the immigrant children




•
 (as 
adj.

 
Americanized

 )
 
an Americanized accent.



















American League

 

‹trademark›







noun




one of the two major leagues in American professional baseball.













American Legion

 
/əˈmerəkən ˈlējən/






an association of former US servicemen formed in 1919.









American linden






noun




another name for basswood
 .













Americano

 
/əˌmeriˈkänō /

 
café Americano





I.
 
noun




a drink of espresso diluted with hot water.











– origin

 American Spanish, literally ‘American (coffee).’





American organ






noun




a type of reed organ resembling the harmonium but in which air is sucked (not blown) through reeds.













American Party








‹historical›

 a conservative US political party.










American plan

 
/əˈmerəkən plan/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 (in hotels) a system of paying a single daily rate that covers the room and all meals.

Often contrasted with European plan
 .














American Revolution

 
/əˈmerəkən ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
the war of 1775–83 in which the American colonists won independence from British rule.

Called in Britain the War of American Independence.





The war was triggered by resentment at the economic policies of Britain, particularly the right of Parliament to tax the colonies, and by the exclusion of the colonists from participation in political decisions affecting their interests. Following disturbances such as the Boston Tea Party of 1773, fighting broke out in 1775; a year later the Declaration of Independence was signed. The Americans gained the support of France and Spain, and French sea power eventually played a crucial role in the decisive surrender of a British army at Yorktown in 1781.





American River






a river in north central California that joins the Sacramento River at Sacramento. Gold was discovered here in 1848, setting off the California gold rush.









American Saddle Horse






noun




a light, strong horse of a breed developed in Kentucky to be comfortable to ride over long distances.













American Samoa

 
/əˌmerikən səˈmōə/






an unincorporated overseas territory of the US that is composed of a group of islands in the southern Pacific Ocean, east of Western Samoa and south of Kiribati; pop. 65,600 (est. 2009); capital, Fagatogo. The US acquired rights to the islands by agreement with Germany and Britain in 1899, and the two main islands were ceded to the US by their chiefs in April 1900.










American Sign Language

 
ASL






noun




a form of sign language developed in the US and used also in English-speaking parts of Canada.













American Standard Version

 
/əˈmerəkən ˈstandərd ˈvərZHən /

 
ASV






noun




an English translation of the Bible published in the US in 1901, based on the Revised Version of 1881–95 with the incorporation of material produced by American scholars.













Americas

 
/əˈmerəkəz/





(
the Americas

 )


1.
 
another name for America
 .













America's Cup






an international yachting race held every three to four years.









America's Dairyland






a nickname for the state of Wisconsin
 1
 .









americium

 
/aməˈrisēəm aməˈrēSHēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Am

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 95, a radioactive metal of the actinide series.

Americium does not occur naturally and was first made by bombarding plutonium with neutrons. It has been used in industrial measuring equipment as a source of gamma rays.











– origin

 1940s: from America
 (where it was first made) + -ium
 .






Amerindian

 
/ˌaməˈrindēən /

 
Amerind





I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for American Indian
 , used chiefly in anthropological and linguistic contexts.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of American
 and Indian
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at Indian
 .





Ames

 
/āmz/






a city in central Iowa, home to Iowa State University; pop. 56,510 (est. 2008).









Ameslan

 
/ˈam(ə)ˌslan/





I.
 
another term for American Sign Language
 .







– origin

 1970s: acronym.





Ames test

 
/ˈāmz ˌtest/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a test to determine the mutagenic activity of chemicals by observing whether they cause mutations in sample bacteria.











– origin

 1970s: named after Bruce N. 
Ames

 (born 1928), the American biochemist who devised it.





amethyst

 
/ˈaməTHəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious stone consisting of a violet or purple variety of quartz.




2.
 
a violet or purple color.








II.
 
derivatives





amethystine

 
/ˌaməˈTHistin, -ˌtīn /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
amethystus

 , from Greek 
amethustos

 ‘not drunken’ (because the stone was believed to prevent intoxication).





Amex

 
/ˈameks/






abbreviation



1.
 


‹trademark›

 American Express.




2.
 
American Stock Exchange.














Amhara

 
/ämˈhärə/






noun




a member of an Amharic-speaking Semitic people of central Ethiopia.













Amharic

 
/amˈherik/





I.
 
noun




the Semitic language descended from Ge'ez that is the official language of Ethiopia.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Amharic.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Amhara
 + -ic
 .





Amherst

 
/ˈam(h)ərst/





I.
 
a town in west central Massachusetts, home to several colleges and universities; pop. 35,565 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a town in western New York, northeast of Buffalo; pop. 115,563 (est. 2008).









Amherst, Lord Jeffrey

 
/ˈamərst/






(1717–97), English soldier and military commander in North America. He was appointed governor general of British North America 1760–63 and served as commander in chief of the British army 1772–95.









amiability

 
/ˌāmēəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of having a friendly and pleasant manner; geniality




•
 
his good-natured amiability.



















amiable

 
/ˈāmēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having or displaying a friendly and pleasant manner




•
 
an amiable, unassuming fellow.














II.
 
derivatives





amiableness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the senses ‘kind’ and ‘lovely, lovable’): via Old French from late Latin 
amicabilis

 ‘amicable.’ The current sense, influenced by modern French 
aimable

 ‘trying to please,’ dates from the mid 18th cent.





amiably

 
/ˈāmēəblē/






adverb




in a friendly and pleasant manner




•
 
soon everyone was chatting amiably.



















amicable

 
/ˈaməkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of relations between people) having a spirit of friendliness; without serious disagreement or rancor




•
 
there will be an amicable settlement of the dispute.














II.
 
derivatives





amicability

 
/ˌaməkəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasant, benign,’ applied to things): from late Latin 
amicabilis

 , from Latin 
amicus

 ‘friend.’





amicably

 
/ˈamikəblē/






adverb




in a friendly and peaceable manner




•
 
they have amicably resolved their outstanding dispute.



















amice1


 
/ˈaməs/





I.
 
noun




a white linen cloth worn on the neck and shoulders, under the alb, by a priest celebrating the Eucharist.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
amicia

 , 
amisia

 , of unknown origin.





amice2


 
/ˈaməs/





I.
 
noun




a cap, hood, or cape worn by members of certain religious orders.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aumusse

 , from medieval Latin 
almucia

 , of unknown origin.





amicus

 
/əˈmēkəs, əˈmī- /

 
amicus curiae





I.
 
noun




an impartial adviser, often voluntary, to a court of law in a particular case


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he was planning to advance this position in an 
amicus brief

 .

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
amicus curiae

 , literally ‘friend of the court.’






amid

 
/əˈmid/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
surrounded by; in the middle of




•
 
our dream home, set amid magnificent rolling countryside.










2.
 
in an atmosphere or against a background of




•
 
talks broke down amid accusations of a hostile takeover bid.

















– origin

 Middle English 
amidde(s)

 .





Amidah

 
/əˈmēdä/





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 a prayer, part of the Jewish liturgy, consisting of a varying number of blessings recited while the worshipers stand.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Hebrew, literally ‘standing.’






amide

 
/ˈamīd ˈāmīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —C(O)NH2
 , related to ammonia by replacing a hydrogen atom by an acyl group.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound derived from ammonia by replacement of a hydrogen atom by a metal, containing the anion NH2
 –
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ammonia
 + -ide
 .






amidships

 
/əˈmidˌSHips /

 
amidship





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in the middle of a ship


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the destroyer rammed her amidships




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an amidships engine.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from a-
 2
 (expressing position or direction) + midships
 (as a noun meaning ‘midship’), influenced by amid
 .





amidst

 
/əˈmidst/






preposition




variant of amid
 .













Amiens

 
/ˈamēənz, ämˈyeN/






the capital of the Picardy region of northern France; pop. 139,271 (2006).









amigo

 
/əˈmēɡō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to address or refer to a friend, chiefly in Spanish-speaking areas




•
 
I will think about it, amigo.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish.





Amin, Idi

 
/äˈmēn/






(1925–2003), Ugandan soldier and head of state 1971–79; full name 
Idi Amin Dada

 . He was deposed after a rule that was characterized by the murder of political opponents.









Amindivi Islands

 
/ˌämənˈdēvē ˌīləndz/






the northernmost group of islands in Lakshadweep, India's Union Territory in the Indian Ocean.










amine

 
/əˈmēn ˈaˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound derived from ammonia by replacement of one or more hydrogen atoms by organic groups.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ammonia
 + -ine
 4
 .






amino

 
/əˈmēnō/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the group —NH2
 , present in amino acids, amides, and many amines.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from amine
 .





amino-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 designating or containing the group —NH2





•
 
aminobutyric.



















amino acid

 
/əˌmēnō ˈasəd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a simple organic compound containing both a carboxyl (—COOH) and an amino (—NH2
 ) group.

Amino acids occur naturally in plant and animal tissues and are the basic constituents of proteins.














amir

 
/əˈmir/





I.
 
noun




an Arab ruler.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Persian and Urdu, from Arabic 
'amīr

 ‘commander,’ from 
'amara

 ‘to command’; compare with admiral
 , emir
 .





Amirante Islands

 
/ˈamərant ˌīləndz/






a group of coral islands in the Indian Ocean that form part of the Seychelles.









Amis, Martin






(1949–), English novelist, son of Kingsley Amis; full name 
Martin Louis Amis

 . Notable works: 
The Rachel Papers

 (1973), 
Money

 (1984), and 
Night Train

 (1997).









Amis, Sir Kingsley

 
/ˈāməs/






(1922–95), English novelist and poet, who achieved popular success with his first novel, 
Lucky Jim

 (1954). Other notable works: 
The Old Devils

 (1986), 
The Folks that Live on the Hill

 (1990), and 
You Can't Do Both

 (1994).









Amish

 
/ˈämiSH/





I.
 
plural noun




the members of a strict Mennonite sect that established major settlements in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and elsewhere in North America from 1720 onward.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Amish sect.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from German 
amisch

 .





Amish Country






name for areas, chiefly in southeastern Pennsylvania and northeastern Ohio, that are inhabited by the Amish.









amiss

 
/əˈmis/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not quite right; inappropriate or out of place




•
 
there was 
something amiss

 about his calculations.














II.
 
adverb




wrongly or inappropriately




•
 
how terrible was the danger of her loving amiss.














III.
 
phrases





take something amiss






be offended by something that is said, typically through misinterpreting the intentions behind it




•
 
don't take this amiss, it's all good-humored teasing.





















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old Norse 
á mis

 ‘so as to miss,’ from 
á

 ‘on’ + 
mis

 (related to miss
 1
 ).





amitotic

 
/ˌāmīˈtätik, ˌamī-/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 relating to or denoting the division of a cell nucleus into two parts by constriction without the involvement of a mitotic apparatus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amitosis

 
/-ˈtōsis /






noun













2.
 
amitotically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















amitriptyline

 
/ˌamiˈtriptəˌlēn, -lin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antidepressant drug of the tricyclic group, with a mild tranquilizing action.











– origin

 1960s: from 
ami(ne)

 + tri-
 + 
(he)ptyl

 + -ine
 4
 .





amity

 
/ˈamədē/





I.
 
noun




a friendly relationship




•
 
international amity and goodwill.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
amitie

 , based on Latin 
amicus

 ‘friend.’





Amman

 
/ˈämän əˈmän/






the capital of Jordan, located in the northwestern part of the country; pop. 1,307,017 (2004).









ammeter

 
/ˈa(m)ˌmēdər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring electric current in amperes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ampere
 + -meter
 .





ammo

 
/ˈamō/






noun




informal term for ammunition
 .














Ammon

 
/ˈamən/






Greek and Roman form of Amun
 .










ammonia

 
/əˈmōnyə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a colorless gas with a characteristic pungent smell. It dissolves in water to give a strongly alkaline solution.

[Chem. formula: NH3
 .]




2.
 
a solution of ammonia used as a cleaning fluid.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from 
sal ammoniacus

 (see sal ammoniac
 ).






ammoniacal

 
/ˌaməˈnīək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or containing ammonia.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Middle English 
ammoniac

 , via Old French from Latin 
ammoniacus

 . This represented the Greek word 
ammōniakos

 ‘of Ammon,’ used as a name for the salt and gum obtained near the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon

 (the Greek name for the Egyptian deity 
Amen

 ) at Siwa in Egypt. Compare with sal ammoniac
 .





ammoniated

 
/əˈmōnēˌādəd/





I.
 
adjective




combined or treated with ammonia.








II.
 
derivatives





ammoniation

 
/əˌmōnēˈāSHən /






noun






















ammonite

 
/ˈaməˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




an ammonoid that belongs to the order 
Ammonitida

 , typically having elaborately frilled suture lines.

[Typified by ammonoids of the order 
Ammonitida

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
ammonites

 , from medieval Latin 
cornu Ammonis

 ‘horn of Ammon,’ from the fossil's resemblance to the ram's horn associated with Jupiter Ammon (see ammoniacal
 ).






ammonium

 
/əˈmōnēəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the cation NH4
 +
 , present in solutions of ammonia and in salts derived from ammonia.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from ammonia
 + -ium
 .





ammonium carbonate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline solid that slowly decomposes giving off ammonia and is an ingredient of sal volatile.

[Chem. formula: (NH4
 )2
 CO3
 . Commercial forms often contain other, related, salts.]














ammonium chloride






noun






[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline salt used chiefly in dry cells, as a mordant, and as soldering flux.

Also called sal ammoniac
 . [Chem. formula: NH4
 Cl.]













ammonium nitrate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline solid used as a fertilizer and as a component of some explosives.

[Chem. formula: NH4
 NO3
 .]













ammonoid

 
/ˈaməˌnoid /

 

‹Paleontology›






I.
 
noun




an extinct cephalopod mollusk with a flat-coiled spiral shell, found commonly as a fossil in marine deposits from the Devonian to the Cretaceous periods.

[Subclass 
Ammonoidea

 , class 
Cephalopoda

 : numerous families. See ammonite
 , ceratite
 , and goniatite
 .]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ammonoids.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ammonoidea

 , based on Ammon
 (see ammonite
 ).






ammunition

 
/ˌamyəˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supply or quantity of bullets and shells.




2.
 
considerations that can be used to support one's case in debate




•
 
these figures provide ammunition to the argument for more resources.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
amunition

 , alteration (by wrong division) of 
la munition

 ‘the munition’ (see munition
 ).





amnesia

 
/amˈnēZHə/





I.
 
noun




a partial or total loss of memory.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amnesic

 
/-zik, -sik /






adjective, noun













2.
 
amnestic

 
/amˈnestik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
amnēsia

 ‘forgetfulness.’





amnesiac

 
/amˈnēziak /

 
amnesic





I.
 
noun




a person experiencing a partial or total loss of memory




•
 
amnesiacs commonly retain many of their old skills after the onset of amnesia.














II.
 
adjective




experiencing or relating to a partial or total loss of memory




•
 
the police last night launched a public appeal to help identify an amnesiac woman




•
 
she stumbles back into town in an amnesiac daze.



















amnesty

 
/ˈamnəstē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official pardon for people who have been convicted of political offenses




•
 
an amnesty for political prisoners




•
 
the new law granted amnesty to those who illegally left the country.










2.
 
an undertaking by the authorities to take no action against specified offenses or offenders during a fixed period




•
 
a month-long weapons amnesty.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant an official pardon to




•
 
the guerrillas would be amnestied and allowed to return to civilian life.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
amnēstia

 ‘forgetfulness.’





Amnesty International






an independent international organization in support of human rights, especially for prisoners of conscience. It was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977.









amnio

 
/ˈamnēō/






noun




informal term for amniocentesis
 .














amniocentesis

 
/ˌamnēōsenˈtēsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the sampling of amniotic fluid using a hollow needle inserted into the uterus, to screen for developmental abnormalities in a fetus.











– origin

 1950s: from amnion
 + Greek 
kentēsis

 ‘pricking’ (from 
kentein

 ‘to prick’).






amnion

 
/ˈamnēän ˈamnēən/





I.
 
noun




the innermost membrane that encloses the embryo of a mammal, bird, or reptile.








II.
 
derivatives





amniotic

 
/ˌamnēˈädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek, ‘caul,’ diminutive of 
amnos

 ‘lamb.’





amniote

 
/ˈamnēˌōt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal whose embryo develops in an amnion and chorion and has an allantois; a mammal, bird, or reptile.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Amniota

 , back-formation from 
amniotic

 (see amnion
 ).





amniotic fluid

 
/ˌamnēˌädik ˈflo͞oid/






noun




the fluid surrounding a fetus within the amnion.














amniotic sac






noun




the fluid-filled sac that contains and protects a fetus in the womb.













amn't

 
/ant, ˈamənt /

 

‹chiefly Scottish Irish›






I.
 
contraction




am not.











usage:

 see usage at aren't
 .






amoeba

 
/əˈmēbə /

 
ameba





I.
 
noun




a single-celled animal that catches food and moves about by extending fingerlike projections of protoplasm. Amoebas are either free-living in damp environments or parasitic.

[Many families and genera in the phylum 
Rhizopoda

 , kingdom 
Protista

 , including the aquatic 
Amoeba proteus

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amoebic

 
/əˈmēbik /






adjective













2.
 
amoeboid

 
/əˈmēˌboid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
amoibē

 ‘change, alternation.’






amoebic dysentery

 
/əˌmēbik ˈdis(ə)nterē /

 
amebic dysentery






noun




dysentery caused by infection of the intestines by the protozoan 
Entamoeba histolytica

 , mostly in warm climates, and spread by contaminated food and water.













amok

 
/əˈmək əˈmäk /

 
amuck





I.
 
adverb

 — (in phrase 
run amok

 )


1.
 
behave uncontrollably and disruptively




•
 
stone-throwing anarchists running amok




•
 


‹figurative›

 her feelings seemed to be running amok.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Portuguese 
amouco

 , from Malay 
amok

 ‘rushing in a frenzy.’ Early use was as a noun denoting a Malay in a homicidal frenzy; the adverb use dates from the late 17th cent.





amole

 
/əˈmōlā, -lē/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a group native to Mexico and the southern US whose roots are used as detergent, especially the soap plant or the lechuguilla.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Mexican Spanish.






among

 
/əˈməNG /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 amongst





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
surrounded by; in the company of




•
 
wild strawberries hidden among the roots of the trees




•
 
you're among friends.










2.
 
being a member or members of (a larger set)




•
 
he was among the first 29 students enrolled




•
 
snakes are among the animals most feared by humans.










3.
 
occurring in or practiced by (some members of a community)




•
 
a drop in tooth decay among children




•
 
this pronunciation is not popular among the general public




•
 
rooting out abuses among the clergy.










4.
 
involving most or all members of a group reciprocally




•
 
members of the government bickered 
among themselves

 .










5.
 
indicating a division, choice, or differentiation involving three or more participants




•
 
the king called the three princesses to divide his kingdom among them




•
 
choosing a privatization scheme from among five models.

















– origin

 Old English 
ongemang

 (from 
on

 ‘in’ + 
gemang

 ‘assemblage, mingling’). The 
-st

 of 
amongst

 represents 
-s

 (adverbial genitive) + 
-t

 probably by association with superlatives (as in 
against

 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at between
 .





amontillado

 
/əˌmäntlˈädō, -təˈyädō/





I.
 
noun




a medium dry sherry.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
Montilla

 , the name of a town in southern Spain where the original wine was produced.





amoral

 
/āˈmôrəl/





I.
 
adjective




lacking a moral sense; unconcerned with the rightness or wrongness of something




•
 
an amoral attitude to sex.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amorality

 
/ˈˌāməˈralədē /






noun













2.
 
amoralism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun













3.
 
amoralist

 
/-list /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at immoral
 .





amoretto

 
/ˌaməˈredō/





I.
 
noun




a representation of Cupid in a work of art.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a lover or a love song): Italian, diminutive of 
amore

 ‘love,’ from Latin 
amor

 .





amorist

 
/ˈamərəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who is in love or who writes about love.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
amor

 or French 
amour

 ‘love’ + -ist
 .





Amorite

 
/ˈaməˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of seminomadic people living in Mesopotamia, Palestine, and Syria in the 3rd millennium 
BC

 , founders of Mari on the Euphrates and the first dynasty of Babylon.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Amorites.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
'ĕmōrī

 , from Akkadian 
'amurrū

 + -ite
 1
 .





amoroso1


 
/ˌäməˈrōsō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) in a loving or tender manner.











– origin

 Italian, from medieval Latin 
amorosus

 (see amorous
 ).





amoroso2






I.
 
noun




a sweetened oloroso sherry.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘amorous,’ from medieval Latin 
amorosus

 (see amorous
 ).






amorous

 
/ˈam(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing, feeling, or relating to sexual desire




•
 
she rejected his amorous advances.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amorously

 
/ˈam(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
amorousness

 
/ˈam(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
amorosus

 , from Latin 
amor

 ‘love.’





amorphous

 
/əˈmôrfəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without a clearly defined shape or form




•
 
amorphous blue forms and straight black lines.










2.
 
vague; ill-organized; unclassifiable




•
 
make explicit the amorphous statements.










3.
 
(of a group of people or an organization) lacking a clear structure or focus




•
 
an amorphous and leaderless legislature.










4.
 


[Mineralogy]

 
[Chemistry]

 (of a solid) noncrystalline; having neither definite form nor apparent structure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
amorphously






adverb













2.
 
amorphousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
amorphus

 , from Greek 
amorphos

 ‘shapeless’ (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
morphē

 ‘form’) + -ous
 .





amortize

 
/ˈamərˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce or extinguish (a debt) by money regularly put aside




•
 
loan fees can be amortized over the life of the mortgage.










2.
 
gradually write off the initial cost of (an asset)




•
 
they want to amortize the tooling costs quickly.














II.
 
derivatives





amortization

 
/ˈamərdəˈzāSHən ˈamôrˌtīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘deaden’ and ‘transfer (land) to a corporation in mortmain’): from Old French 
amortiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
amortir

 , based on Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’ + 
mors

 , 
mort-

 ‘death.’





Amos

 
/ˈāməs/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet (
c.

 760 
BC

 ), a shepherd of Tekoa, near Jerusalem.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Amos.









amosite

 
/ˈaməˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




an iron-rich amphibole asbestos, mined in South Africa.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the initial letters of 
A

 sbestos 
M

 ines 
o

 f 
S

 outh Africa + -ite
 1
 .






amount

 
/əˈmount/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of something, typically the total of a thing or things in number, size, value, or extent




•
 
the sport gives an enormous 
amount of

 pleasure to many people




•
 
the substance is harmless if taken in small amounts.










2.
 
a sum of money




•
 
they have spent a colossal amount rebuilding the stadium.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
amount to

 )


1.
 
come to be (the total) when added together




•
 
losses amounted to over 10 million dollars.










2.
 
be the equivalent of




•
 
their actions amounted to a conspiracy




•
 
what this guy was doing clearly did amount to persecution.










3.
 
develop into; become




•
 
you'll never amount to anything.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
any amount of






a great deal or number of




•
 
a good marriage can withstand any amount of external pressure.















2.
 
no amount of






not even the greatest possible amount of




•
 
no amount of talk is going to change anything.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
amunter

 , from 
amont

 ‘upward,’ literally ‘uphill,’ from Latin 
ad montem

 . The noun use dates from the early 18th cent.





amour

 
/əˈmo͝or äˈmo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a secret or illicit love affair or lover.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘love, affection’): via Old French from Latin 
amor

 ‘love.’ The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.





amour fou

 
/ˌämo͝or ˈfo͞o/





I.
 
noun




uncontrollable or obsessive passion.











– origin

 1970s: French, literally ‘insane love.’





amour propre

 
/ˌämo͝or ˈprôpr(ə)/





I.
 
noun




a sense of one's own worth; self-respect




•
 
few indications in him of ordinary 
amour propre

 or common vanity.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘self-esteem, vanity.’





amoxicillin

 
/əˌmäksəˈsilin /

 
amoxycillin





I.
 
noun




a broad-spectrum semisynthetic penicillin, closely related to ampicillin but better absorbed when taken orally, used especially for ear and upper respiratory infections.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: blend of amino
 + contractions of hydroxy-
 + penicillin
 .






Amoy

 
/äˈmoi/






another name for Xiamen
 .









amp1


 
/amp/






noun




short for ampere
 .













amp2


 
/amp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for amplifier
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often 
amp something up

 )
 — play (music) through electric amplification




•
 
their willingness to amp up traditional songs virtually began the folk-rock genre.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
amped

 or 
amped up

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 full of nervous energy




•
 
third-ranked Ohio State visits an amped-up Madison.



















AMP






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 adenosine monophosphate.













Ampakine

 
/ˈampəˌkīn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 any of a class of synthetic compounds that facilitate transmission of nerve impulses in the brain and appear to improve memory and learning capacity.











– origin

 1990s: from 
AMPA

 (an acronym denoting certain receptors in the brain) + Greek 
kinein

 ‘to move.’





ampelographer

 
/ˌampəˈläɡrəfər/





I.
 
noun




an expert in the study and classification of cultivated varieties of grape.








II.
 
derivatives





ampelography






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via French from Greek 
ampelos

 ‘vine’ + -grapher
 .





ampelopsis

 
/ˌampəˈläpsəs/





I.
 
noun




any of several woody vines of the grape family.

[Genus 
Ampelopsis

 , family 
Vitaceae

 : several species, including 
American ampelopsis

 (
A. cordata

 ), the pepper vine
 (
ampelopsis arborea

 ) and the porcelainberry
 (
A. brevipedunculata

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
ampelos

 ‘vine’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance.’





amperage

 
/ˈamp(ə)rij/






noun




the strength of an electric current in amperes.














ampere

 
/ˈamˌpir ˈamˌper /

 
A





I.
 
noun




a unit of electric current equal to a flow of one coulomb per second.

[The SI base unit of electric current, 1 ampere is precisely defined as that constant current which, if maintained in two straight parallel conductors of infinite length, of negligible circular cross-section, and placed 1 meter apart in a vacuum, would produce between these conductors a force of 2 × 107
 newton per meter.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after A. M. 
Ampère

 (see Ampère, André-Marie
 ).






Ampère, André-Marie

 
/äNˈper/






(1775–1836), French physicist, mathematician, and philosopher, who analyzed the relationship between magnetic force and electric current.









ampersand

 
/ˈampərˌsand/





I.
 
noun




the sign & (standing for 
and

 , as in 
Smith & Co.

 , or the Latin 
et

 , as in 
&c

 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of 
and per se and

 ‘
&

 by itself is 
and

 ,’ chanted as an aid to learning the sign.






amphetamine

 
/amˈfedəˌmēn amˈfedəˌmin/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic, addictive, mood-altering drug, used illegally as a stimulant and legally as a prescription drug to treat children with ADD and adults with narcolepsy.

[Alternative name: 
1-phenyl-2-aminopropane

 (or one of its salts, esp. 
amphetamine sulfate

 ); chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CH2
 CH(CH3
 )NH2
 .]











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of its chemical name, 
a(lpha-)m(ethyl) phe(ne)t(hyl)amine

 .






amphi-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
both




•
 
amphibian.










2.
 
of both kinds




•
 
amphipod.










3.
 
on both sides




•
 
amphiprostyle.










4.
 
around




•
 
amphitheater.

















– origin

 from Greek.






amphibian

 
/amˈfibēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a cold-blooded vertebrate animal of a class that comprises the frogs, toads, newts, and salamanders. They are distinguished by having an aquatic gill-breathing larval stage followed (typically) by a terrestrial lung-breathing adult stage.

[Class 
Amphibia

 : orders 
Urodela

 (newts and salamanders), 
Anura

 (frogs and toads), and 
Gymnophiona

 (caecilians).]




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a seaplane, tank, or other vehicle that can operate on land and on water.








II.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 of or relating to amphibians




•
 
reptile and amphibian biology.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘having two modes of existence or of doubtful nature’): from modern Latin 
amphibium

 ‘an amphibian,’ from Greek 
amphibion

 (noun use of 
amphibios

 ‘living both in water and on land,’ from 
amphi

 ‘both’ + 
bios

 ‘life’).






amphibious

 
/amˈfibēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, living in, or suited for both land and water




•
 
amphibious habitats




•
 
an amphibious vehicle.










2.
 
(of a military operation) involving forces landed from the sea




•
 
an amphibious assault.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
amphibium

 , from Greek 
amphibion

 (see amphibian
 ) + -ous
 .






amphibole

 
/ˈamfəˌbōl/





I.
 
noun




any of a class of rock-forming silicate or aluminosilicate minerals typically occurring as fibrous or columnar crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
amphibolus

 ‘ambiguous’ (so called because of the varied structure of these minerals), from Greek 
amphibolos

 , from 
amphi-

 ‘both, on both sides’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





amphibolite

 
/amˈfibəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a granular metamorphic rock consisting mainly of hornblende and plagioclase.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from amphibole
 + -ite
 1
 .






amphibology

 
/ˌamfəˈbäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a phrase or sentence that is grammatically ambiguous, such as 
she sees more of her children than her husband

 .








II.
 
derivatives





amphibolous

 
/amˈfibələs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
amphibologie

 , from late Latin 
amphibologia

 , from Latin 
amphibolia

 , from Greek 
amphibolos

 ‘ambiguous’ (see amphibole
 ).





amphiboly

 
/amˈfibəlē/






noun




another term for amphibology
 .













amphibrach

 
/ˈamfəˌbrak/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot consisting of a stressed syllable between two unstressed syllables or (in Greek and Latin) a long syllable between two short syllables.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the Latin forms 
amphibrachus

 , 
amphibrachys

 ): via Latin from Greek 
amphibrakhus

 ‘short at both ends.’






amphimixis

 
/ˌamfəˈmiksis/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 sexual reproduction involving the fusion of two different gametes to form a zygote.

Often contrasted with apomixis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





amphimictic

 
/-ˈmiktik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from amphi-
 + Greek 
mixis

 ‘mingling.’





amphioxus

 
/ˌamfēˈäksəs/





I.
 
noun




a lancelet that is caught for food in parts of Asia.

[Genus 
Branchiostoma

 (formerly 
Amphioxus

 ), family 
Branchiostomidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from amphi-
 + Greek 
oxus

 ‘sharp.’






amphipathic

 
/ˌamfəˈpaTHik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 (of a molecule, especially a protein) having both hydrophilic and hydrophobic parts.











– origin

 1930s: from amphi-
 + Greek 
pathikos

 (from 
pathos

 ‘experience’).





amphiphilic

 
/ˌamfəˈfilik/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 another term for amphipathic
 .













amphipod

 
/ˈamfəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a crustacean of the chiefly marine order 
Amphipoda

 .













Amphipoda

 
/amˈfipədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of crustaceans with a laterally compressed body and a large number of leglike appendages.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from amphi-
 ‘of both kinds’ (because some legs are specialized for swimming and some for feeding) + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





amphiprostyle

 
/amˈfiprəˌstīl, ˌamfəˈprō-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a classical building) having a portico at each end and no columns along the sides.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
amphiprostulos

 , from 
amphi-

 ‘both, on both sides’ + 
prostulos

 ‘having pillars in front’ (see prostyle
 ).





amphisbaena

 
/ˌamfəsˈbēnə/





I.
 
noun




a legendary serpent with a head at each end.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
amphisbaina

 , from 
amphis

 ‘both ways’ + 
bainein

 ‘go.’





Amphisbaenia

 
/ˌamfisˈbēnēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of reptiles that comprises the worm lizards.

[Suborder 
Amphisbaenia

 , order 
Squamata

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





amphisbaenian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
amphisbaina

 , from 
amphis

 ‘both’ + 
bainein

 ‘go, walk.’





amphitheater

 
/ˈamfəˌTHēədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in Greek and Roman architecture) a round or oval building, typically unroofed, with a central space for the presentation of dramatic or sporting events. Tiers of seats for spectators surround the central space.




2.
 
a sloping, semicircular seating gallery




•
 
I was permitted to attend a lecture in the amphitheater of the hospital.










3.
 
a large circular hollow in rocks or hills




•
 
that vast amphitheater chiseled out of the mountain.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
amphitheatron

 , from 
amphi

 ‘on both sides’ + 
theatron

 (see theater
 ).





Amphitrite

 
/ˌam(p)fəˈtrīdē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a sea goddess, wife of Poseidon and mother of Triton.









amphiuma

 
/ˌamfēˈyo͞omə/






noun




a fully aquatic eellike amphibian with very small limbs, found in stagnant water and swamps in the southeastern US.

[Family 
Amphiumidae

 and genus 
Amphiuma

 : three species (identified by the number of toes on each limb), the one-toed 
A. pholeter

 , the two-toed 
A. means

 , and the three-toed 
A. tridactylum

 .]














amphora

 
/ˈamfərə amˈfôrə/





I.
 
noun




a tall ancient Greek or Roman jar with two handles and a narrow neck.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
amphoreus

 , or from French 
amphore

 .





amphoteric

 
/ˌamfəˈterik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a compound, especially a metal oxide or hydroxide) able to react both as a base and as an acid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
amphoteros

 , comparative of 
amphō

 ‘both,’ + -ic
 .





ampicillin

 
/ˌampəˈsilin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a semisynthetic form of penicillin used chiefly to treat infections of the urinary and respiratory tracts.











– origin

 1960s: blend of amino
 and a contraction of penicillin
 .





ample

 
/ˈampəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
enough or more than enough; plentiful




•
 
there is ample time for discussion




•
 
an ample supply of consumer goods.










2.
 
large and accommodating




•
 
he leaned back in his ample chair.










3.
 
used euphemistically to convey that someone is fat




•
 
she stood with her hands on her ample hips.














II.
 
derivatives





ampleness

 
/ˈamp(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
amplus

 ‘large, capacious, abundant.’





amplexicaul

 
/amˈpleksəˌkôl/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) embracing and surrounding the stem.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
amplexicaulis

 , from Latin 
amplexus

 ‘embrace’ + 
caulis

 ‘stem.’





amplexus

 
/amˈpleksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the mating position of frogs and toads, in which the male clasps the female about the back.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin, literally ‘an embrace.’





amplification

 
/ˌamplifiˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of increasing the volume of sound, especially using an amplifier




•
 
even without amplification, her voice carries to the farthest corners.










2.
 
the action of increasing the amplitude of an electrical signal or other oscillation




•
 
the amplification of radio signals is possible.










3.
 
the action of making something more marked or intense




•
 
you're an actor in that you are using emotion and amplification of ideas to make your point.










4.
 
the action of enlarging upon or adding detail to a story or statement




•
 
the words 'no real prospect of succeeding' do not need any amplification




•
 
thanks to all who wrote in with corrections and amplifications.










5.
 


[Genetics]

 the action of making multiple copies of a gene or DNA sequence




•
 
a technique known as random amplification of polymorphic DNA




•
 
sequences were obtained from multiple amplifications from individual samples.




















amplifier

 
/ˈampləˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
an electronic device for increasing the amplitude of electrical signals, used chiefly in sound reproduction.




2.
 
a device consisting of an amplifier combined with a loudspeaker, used to amplify electric guitars and other musical instruments.













amplify

 
/ˈampləˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase the volume of (sound), especially using an amplifier




•
 
the accompanying chords have been amplified in our arrangement.










2.
 
increase the amplitude of (an electrical signal or other oscillation).




3.
 
cause to become more marked or intense




•
 
urban policy initiatives amplified social polarization.










4.
 


[Genetics]

 make multiple copies of (a gene or DNA sequence).




5.
 
enlarge upon or add detail to (a story or statement)




•
 
the notes amplify information contained in the statement.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘increase, augment’): from Old French 
amplifier

 , from Latin 
amplificare

 , from 
amplus

 ‘large, abundant.’





amplitude

 
/ˈampləˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the maximum extent of a vibration or oscillation, measured from the position of equilibrium.




2.
 
the maximum difference of an alternating electrical current or potential from the average value.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angular distance of a celestial object from the true east or west point of the horizon at rising or setting.




4.
 
breadth, range, or magnitude




•
 
the amplitude of the crime of manslaughter lies beneath murder.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 the angle between the real axis of an Argand diagram and a vector representing a complex number.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the senses ‘physical extent’ and ‘grandeur’): from Latin 
amplitudo

 , from 
amplus

 ‘large, abundant.’






amplitude modulation

 
/ˈampləˌt(y)o͞od ˌmäjəˌlāSHən /

 
AM






noun




the modulation of a wave by varying its amplitude, used chiefly as a means of radio broadcasting, in which an audio signal is combined with a carrier wave.

Often contrasted with frequency modulation
 .













amply

 
/ˈamplē/






adverb




enough or more than enough; plentifully




•
 
the persistent reader is amply rewarded.



















ampoule

 
/ˈamp(y)o͞ol /

 
ampul
 , ampule





I.
 
noun




a sealed glass capsule containing a liquid, especially a measured quantity ready for injecting




•
 
an ampoule of epinephrine.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from Latin 
ampulla

 (see ampulla
 ).






ampulla

 
/amˈpo͝olə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roughly spherical flask with two handles, used in ancient Rome.




2.
 
a flask for sacred uses such as holding holy oil.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a cavity, or the dilated end of a duct, shaped like a Roman ampulla.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, diminutive of 
ampora

 , variant of 
amphora

 (see amphora
 ).





amputate

 
/ˈampyəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off (a limb), typically by surgical operation




•
 
surgeons had to amputate her left hand




•
 
the wounded had to 
have

 legs or arms 
amputated

 .

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
amputat-

 ‘lopped off,’ from 
amputare

 , from 
am-

 (for 
amb-

 ‘around’) + 
putare

 ‘to prune.’





amputation

 
/ˌampyəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of surgically cutting off a limb




•
 
gangrene may appear and make amputation necessary




•
 
in the United Kingdom there are about 5,000 major amputations a year.



















amputee

 
/ˌampyəˈtē/






noun




a person who has had a limb amputated.













AMRAAM

 
/ˈamram/






abbreviation




advanced medium range air-to-air missile.













amrit

 
/ˈəmrit /

 
amrita





I.
 
noun




a syrup considered divine by Sikhs and taken by them in religious observances.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
amṛta

 ‘immortal.’





Amritsar

 
/ˌəmˈritsər, äm-/






a city in the state of Punjab in northwestern India; pop. 1,194,700 (est. 2009). The center of the Sikh faith, it is the site of its Golden Temple.









amscray

 
/ˈamskrā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 leave quickly




•
 
just amscray and be done with it.

















– origin

 1930s: pig Latin from 
scram

 .





Amsterdam

 
/ˈamstərˌdam/






the capital and largest city of the Netherlands; pop. 747,093 (2008) . It is an important port and financial center, especially known for its diamond industry.









AMT






abbreviation




alternative minimum tax, introduced to prevent companies and individuals using deductions and credits to pay no tax.













amtrac

 
/ˈamtrak /

 
amtrack
 , amtrak





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an amphibious tracked vehicle used for landing assault troops on a shore.











– origin

 World War II: blend of amphibious
 and tractor
 .





Amtrak

 
/ˈamtrak/








‹trademark›

 a federal passenger railroad service in the US, operated by the National Railroad Passenger Corporation.









amu






abbreviation




atomic mass unit.














Amu Darya

 
/ˌämo͞o ˈdäryə/






a river in central Asia that rises in the Pamirs and flows 1,500 miles (2,400 km) into the Aral Sea. In classical times, it was known as the Oxus.









amulet

 
/ˈamyələt/





I.
 
noun




an ornament or small piece of jewelry thought to give protection against evil, danger, or disease.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
amuletum

 , of unknown origin.






Amun

 
/ˈämən /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›


 
Amon






a supreme god of the ancient Egyptians, identified with the sun god Ra and in Greek and Roman times with Zeus and Jupiter (under the name 
Ammon

 ).









Amundsen, Roald

 
/ˈämənsən/






(1872–1928), Norwegian explorer. Amundsen was the first to navigate the Northwest Passage (1903–06), during which expedition he located the site of the magnetic North Pole. In 1911, he became the first person to reach the South Pole.










Amur

 
/äˈmo͞or/






a river of northeastern Asia that forms, for much of its length, the boundary between Russia and China. Its length is about 2,737 miles (4,350 km).

Chinese name Heilong
 .










amuse

 
/əˈmyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to find something funny; entertain




•
 
he made faces to amuse her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
amused

 )
 
people looked on with amused curiosity.










2.
 
provide interesting and enjoyable occupation for (someone)




•
 
the hotel has planned many activities to amuse its guests




•
 
they 
amused themselves

 digging through an old encyclopedia




•
 (as 
adj.

 
amused

 )
 
elegant shops that will keep any browser amused for hours.














II.
 
derivatives





amusedly

 
/-zidlē /






adverb





amuse
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘delude, deceive’): from Old French 
amuser

 ‘entertain, deceive,’ from 
a-

 (expressing causal effect) + 
muser

 ‘stare stupidly.’ The current senses date from the mid 17th cent.





amuse-bouche

 
/əˌmo͞ozˈbo͞oSH/





I.
 
noun




another term for amuse-gueule
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘amuse mouth.’






amuse-gueule

 
/ˌämo͞ozˈɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a small, savory item of food served as an appetizer before a meal.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: French, literally ‘amuse mouth.’





amusement

 
/əˈmyo͞ozmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or experience of finding something funny




•
 
we looked with amusement at our horoscopes.










2.
 
the provision or enjoyment of entertainment




•
 
an evening's amusement.










3.
 
something that causes laughter or provides entertainment




•
 
his daughter was an amusement to him.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘musing, diversion of the attention’): from French, from the verb 
amuser

 (see amuse
 ).





amusement park

 
/əˈmyo͞ozmənt pärk/






noun




a large outdoor area with fairground rides, shows, refreshments, games of chance or skill, and other entertainments.













amusing

 
/əˈmyo͞oziNG/






adjective




causing laughter or providing entertainment




•
 
such a likable, amusing man!



















amusingly

 
/əˈmyo͞oziNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes laughter and provides entertainment




•
 
his exquisite manners contrasted amusingly with our rude ways




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he could always be relied upon to be amusingly pompous.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express amusement at an event or situation




•
 
amusingly, all the people near me seemed also to come from Wollongong.




















amygdala

 
/əˈmiɡdələ/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a roughly almond-shaped mass of gray matter inside each cerebral hemisphere, involved with the experiencing of emotions.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
amugdalē

 ‘almond.’





amygdalin

 
/əˈmiɡdələn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter crystalline compound, found in bitter almonds and the stones of peaches, apricots, and other fruit.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
amygdala

 ‘almond’ + -in
 1
 .





amygdaloid

 
/əˈmiɡdəˌloid/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 shaped like an almond.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
amygdaloid nucleus

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 another term for amygdala
 .




2.
 


[Geology]

 volcanic rock with amygdules.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
amygdala

 ‘almond’ + -oid
 .





amygdaloidal

 
/əˌmiɡdəˈloid(ə)l/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or containing amygdules.













amygdule

 
/əˈmiɡˌd(y)o͞ol /

 
amygdale





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a vesicle in an igneous rock, containing secondary minerals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
amygdala

 (see amygdala
 ).






amyl

 
/ˈaməl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the straight-chain pentyl radical —C5
 H11
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹informal›

 short for amyl nitrite
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
amylum

 ‘starch’ + -yl
 .






amylase

 
/ˈaməlās ˈaməlāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme, found chiefly in saliva and pancreatic fluid, that converts starch and glycogen into simple sugars.













amyl nitrate

 
/ˈaməl ˈnīˌtrāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless synthetic liquid used as an additive in diesel fuel to improve its ignition properties.

[Chem. formula: C5
 H11
 NO3
 .]











usage:

 
Amyl nitrate

 and 
amyl nitrite

 are quite distinct substances, but 
amyl nitrate

 is often mistakenly used to refer to the street drug (inhaled and used as a stimulant and vasodilator), which is correctly called 
amyl nitrite

 .






amyl nitrite





I.
 
noun




a yellowish volatile synthetic liquid used medicinally as a vasodilator. It is rapidly absorbed by the body on inhalation, and is sometimes used for its stimulatory effects.

[Chem. formula: C5
 H11
 NO2
 .]











usage:

 See usage at amyl nitrate
 .





amyloid

 
/ˈaməˌloid /

 

‹Medicine›







noun



1.
 
a starchlike protein that is deposited in the liver, kidneys, spleen, or other tissues in certain diseases.




2.
 
another term for amyloidosis
 .














amyloidosis

 
/ˌaməloiˈdōsis/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disorder marked by deposition of amyloid in the body.













amylopectin

 
/ˌaməlōˈpektin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the noncrystallizable form of starch, consisting of branched polysaccharide chains.













amylose

 
/ˈaməlōs ˈaməlōz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the crystallizable form of starch, consisting of long unbranched polysaccharide chains.














amyotrophic lateral sclerosis

 
/ˌāˌmīəˌträfik ˌladərəl skləˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a progressive degeneration of the motor neurons of the central nervous system, leading to wasting of the muscles and paralysis.

Also called ALS
 , Lou Gehrig's disease
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
amyotrophic

 from amyotrophy
 .






amyotrophy

 
/ˌāmīˈätrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 muscular atrophy.








II.
 
derivatives





amyotrophic

 
/ˌāmīəˈträfik, -əˈtrō- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘not’ + Greek 
mus

 , 
muo-

 ‘muscle’ + -trophy
 (see -trophic
 ).





Amytal

 
/ˈaməˌtôl, -ˌtal/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a barbiturate drug used as a sedative and a hypnotic.

[Alternative name: 5-ethyl-5-isopropylbarbituric acid, or its sodium salt (
sodium amytal

 ); chem. formula: C11
 H18
 N2
 O3
 .]











– origin

 1920s: from amyl
 + 
-t-

 (for ease of pronunciation) + -al
 .






an

 
/an ən/





I.
 
determiner




the form of the indefinite article (see a
 ) used before words beginning with a vowel sound.











usage:

 Is it ’
a

 historical document’ or ’
an

 historical document’? ‘
A

 hotel’ or ‘
an

 hotel’? There is still some divergence of opinion over which form of the indefinite article should be used before words that begin with 
h-

 and have an unstressed first syllable. In the 18th and 19th centuries, people often did not pronounce the initial 
h

 for these words, and so 
an

 was commonly used. Today the 
h

 is pronounced, and so it is logical to use 
a

 rather than 
an

 . However, the indefinite article 
an

 is still encountered before the 
h

 in both British and American English, particularly with 
historical

 : in the Oxford English Corpus around a quarter of examples of 
historical

 are preceded with 
an

 rather than 
a

 .






an-1






I.
 
prefix




variant spelling of a-
 1
 before a vowel (as in 
anemia

 , 
anechoic

 ).











– origin

 from Greek.






an-2







prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
n

 (as in 
annihilate

 , 
annotate

 ).













an-3







prefix




variant spelling of ana-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
aneurysm

 ).














-an

 
-ean
 , -ian





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and nouns, especially from:




2.
 
names of places




•
 
Ohioan




•
 
Russian.










3.
 
names of systems




•
 
Anglican




•
 
Presbyterian.










4.
 
names of zoological classes or orders




•
 
crustacean.










5.
 
names of founders or leaders when referring to them as sources




•
 
Chomskyan




•
 
Lutheran.










6.
 

/ /

 — 

[Chemistry]

 forming names of organic compounds, chiefly polysaccharides




•
 
dextran.

















– origin

 based on Latin 
-(i)anus

 , 
-aeus

 , adjectival endings.






ana-

 
an-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
up




•
 
anabasis.










2.
 
back




•
 
anamnesis.










3.
 
again




•
 
anabiosis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ana

 ‘up.’





-ana





I.
 
suffix




(forming plural nouns) denoting things associated with a person, place, or field of interest




•
 
Americana




•
 
Victoriana.

















– origin

 from the neuter plural of the Latin adjectival ending 
-anus

 .





Anabaptism

 
/ˌanəˈbapˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine that baptism should only be administered to believing adults, held by a radical Protestant sect that emerged during the 1520s and 1530s.








II.
 
derivatives





Anabaptist

 
/ˌanəˈbaptəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
anabaptismos

 , from 
ana-

 ‘over again’ + 
baptismos

 ‘baptism.’





anabasis

 
/əˈnabəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 a march from a coast into the interior, as that of the younger Cyrus into Asia in 401 
BC

 , as narrated by Xenophon in his work 
Anabasis

 .




2.
 


‹rare›

 a military advance.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Greek, literally‘ascent.’






anabatic

 
/ˌanəˈbadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Meteorology]

 (of a wind) caused by local upward motion of warm air.

Compare with katabatic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
anabatikos

 , from 
anabatēs

 ‘a person who ascends,’ from 
anabainein

 ‘walk up.’





anabiosis

 
/ˌanəbīˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a temporary state of suspended animation or greatly reduced metabolism.








II.
 
derivatives





anabiotic

 
/-ˈätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
anabiōsis

 , from 
anabioein

 ‘return to life.’





anabolic

 
/ˌanəˈbälik/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or promoting anabolism.














anabolic steroid

 
/ˌanəˌbälik ˈsteˌroid ˌanəˌbälik ˈstiˌroid/






noun




a synthetic steroid hormone that resembles testosterone in promoting the growth of muscle. Such hormones are used medicinally to treat some forms of weight loss and (illegally) by some athletes and others to enhance physical performance.













anabolism

 
/əˈnabəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the synthesis of complex molecules in living organisms from simpler ones together with the storage of energy; constructive metabolism.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
anabolē

 ‘ascent,’ from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’






anachronism

 
/əˈnakrəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing belonging or appropriate to a period other than that in which it exists, especially a thing that is conspicuously old-fashioned




•
 
everything was as it would have appeared in centuries past apart from one anachronism, a bright yellow construction crane.










2.
 
an act of attributing a custom, event, or object to a period to which it does not belong.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
anakhronismos

 , from 
ana-

 ‘backward’ + 
khronos

 ‘time.’





anachronistic

 
/əˌnakrəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to a period other than that being portrayed




•
 
'Titus' benefits from the effective use of anachronistic elements like cars and loudspeakers.










2.
 
belonging or appropriate to an earlier period, especially so as to seem conspicuously old-fashioned




•
 
she is rebelling against the anachronistic morality of her parents.














II.
 
derivatives





anachronistically

 
/əˌnakrəˈnistik /






adverb





















anaclitic

 
/ˌanəˈklidik/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychoanalysis]

 relating to or characterized by a strong emotional dependence on another or others




•
 
anaclitic depression.

















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
anaklitos

 ‘for reclining,’ from 
anaklinein

 ‘recline.’





anacoluthon

 
/ˌanəkəˈlo͞oTHän/





I.
 
noun




a sentence or construction that lacks grammatical sequence, such as 
while in the garden, the door banged shut

 .








II.
 
derivatives





anacoluthic

 
/-THik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
anakolouthon

 , from 
an-

 ‘not’ + 
akolouthos

 ‘following.’





anaconda

 
/ˌanəˈkändə/





I.
 
noun




a semiaquatic snake of the boa family that may grow to a great size, native to tropical South America.

[Genus 
Eunectes

 , family 
Boidae

 : several species, in particular the 
green anaconda

 (
E. murinus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally denoting a kind of Sri Lankan snake): unexplained alteration of Latin 
anacandaia

 ‘python,’ from Sinhalese 
henakaňdayā

 ‘whipsnake,’ from 
hena

 ‘lightning’ + 
kaňda

 ‘stem.’





Anacreon

 
/əˈnakrēən/






(
c.

 570–
c.

 487 
BC

 ), Greek lyric poet, best known for his celebrations of love and wine.









anacreontic

 
/əˌnakrēˈän(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a poem) written in the style of the ancient Greek poet Anacreon, known for his celebrations of love and wine




•
 
I find anacreontic poetry to be darkly beautiful.














II.
 
noun




a poem written in the style of the ancient Greek poet Anacreon, especially one celebrating love and wine




•
 
I began by reading aloud an anacreontic.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from late Latin 
anacreonticus

 , from Greek 
Anakreōn

 (see Anacreon
 ).





anacrusis

 
/ˌanəˈkro͞osəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Prosody]

 one or more unstressed syllables at the beginning of a verse.




2.
 


[Music]

 one or more unstressed notes before the first bar line of a piece or passage.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
anakrousis

 ‘prelude,’ from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
krousis

 , from 
krouein

 ‘to strike.’





anadama bread

 
/anəˈdamə ˌbred/






noun




a type of yeast bread typically made with cornmeal and dark molasses.














anadromous

 
/əˈnadrəməs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a fish, such as the salmon) migrating up rivers from the sea to spawn.

The opposite of catadromous
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
anadromos

 (from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
dromos

 ‘running’) + -ous
 .





anaerobe

 
/ˈanəˌrōb/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism that grows without air, or requires oxygen-free conditions to live.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from an-
 1
 + aerobe
 .





anaerobic

 
/ˌanəˈrōbik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 relating to, involving, or requiring an absence of free oxygen




•
 
anaerobic bacteria.










2.
 


[Biology]

 relating to or denoting exercise that does not improve or is not intended to improve the efficiency of the body's cardiovascular system in absorbing and transporting oxygen.








II.
 
derivatives





anaerobically

 
/-bik(ə)lē /






adverb






















anagenesis

 
/ˌanəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 species formation without branching of the evolutionary line of descent.

Compare with cladogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





anagenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective





















anaglyph

 
/ˈanəˌɡlif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Photography]

 a stereoscopic photograph with the two images superimposed and printed in different colors, producing a stereo effect when the photograph is viewed through correspondingly colored filters.




2.
 
an object, such as a cameo, embossed or carved in low relief.








II.
 
derivatives





anaglyphic

 
/ˌanəˈɡlifik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Greek 
anagluphē

 , from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
gluphē

 (from 
gluphein

 ‘carve’). Sense 1 dates from the late 19th cent.





anagram

 
/ˈanəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a word, phrase, or name formed by rearranging the letters of another, such as 
cinema

 , formed from 
iceman

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anagrammatic

 
/ˌanəɡrəˈmadik /






adjective













2.
 
anagrammatical

 
/ˌanəɡrəˈmatikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
anagramme

 or modern Latin 
anagramma

 , from Greek 
ana-

 ‘back, anew’ + 
gramma

 ‘letter.’





anagrammatize

 
/ˌanəˈɡramətīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an anagram of (a word, phrase, or name).








II.
 
derivatives





anagrammatization

 
/-ˌɡramətəˈzāSHən /






noun





















Anaheim

 
/ˈanəˌhīm/






a city in California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 335,288 (est. 2008). It is home to Disneyland.









anal

 
/ˈānl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving, relating to, or situated near the anus.




2.
 
(in Freudian psychoanalysis) relating to or denoting a stage of infantile psychosexual development supposedly preoccupied with the anus and defecation.




3.
 


‹informal›

 anal-retentive




•
 
he's anal about things like that.














II.
 
derivatives





anally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
analis

 , from Latin 
anus

 (see anus
 ).





analects

 
/ˈanlˌek(t)s /

 
analecta





I.
 
plural noun




a collection of short literary or philosophical extracts.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
analekta

 ‘things gathered up,’ from 
analegein

 ‘pick up,’ from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
legein

 ‘gather.’





analeptic

 
/ˌanəˈleptik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) tending to restore a person's health or strength; restorative.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a restorative drug.




2.
 
a drug that stimulates the central nervous system.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
analēptikos

 ‘restorative.’





anal fin






noun






[Zoology]

 an unpaired fin located on the underside of a fish posterior to the anus.













analgesia

 
/ˌanlˈjēzēə ˌanlˈjēZHə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the inability to feel pain.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
analgēsia

 ‘painlessness,’ from 
an-

 ‘not’ + 
algeein

 ‘feel pain.’





analgesic

 
/ˌanlˈjēzik ˌanlˈjēsik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) acting to relieve pain.








II.
 
noun




an analgesic drug.














analog

 
/ˈanlˌôɡ /

 
analogue





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing seen as comparable to another




•
 
the idea that the fertilized egg contains a miniature analog of every adult structure.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound with a molecular structure closely similar to that of another.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or using signals or information represented by a continuously variable physical quantity such as spatial position or voltage.

Often contrasted with digital
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
(of a clock or watch) showing the time by means of hands rather than displayed digits.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
analogon

 , neuter of 
analogos

 ‘proportionate.’





analogize

 
/əˈnaləˌjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a comparison of (something) with something else to assist understanding




•
 
he could 
analogize

 birth 
to

 the coming into being of a poem.




















analogous

 
/əˈnaləɡəs/





I.
 
adjective

 — (often 
analogous to

 )


1.
 
comparable in certain respects, typically in a way that makes clearer the nature of the things compared




•
 
they saw the relationship between a ruler and his subjects as analogous to that of father and children.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of structures) performing a similar function but having a different evolutionary origin, such as the wings of insects and birds.

Often contrasted with homologous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





analogously

 
/əˈnaləɡəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
analogos

 ‘proportionate’ + -ous
 .





analog-to-digital converter

 
ADC






noun




a device for converting analog signals to digital form.













analogy

 
/əˈnaləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comparison between two things, typically for the purpose of explanation or clarification




•
 
an 
analogy between

 the workings of nature and those of human societies




•
 
he interprets logical functions 
by analogy with

 machines.










2.
 
a correspondence or partial similarity




•
 
the syndrome is called deep dysgraphia because of its 
analogy to

 deep dyslexia.










3.
 
a thing that is comparable to something else in significant respects




•
 
works of art were seen as an analogy for works of nature.










4.
 


[Logic]

 a process of arguing from similarity in known respects to similarity in other respects.




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 a process by which new words and inflections are created on the basis of regularities in the form of existing ones.




6.
 


[Biology]

 the resemblance of function between organs that have a different evolutionary origin.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
analogical

 
/ˌanəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
analogically






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘appropriateness, correspondence’): from French 
analogie

 , Latin 
analogia

 ‘proportion,’ from Greek, from 
analogos

 ‘proportionate.’





analphabetic

 
/ˌanalfəˈbedik/






adjective



1.
 
representing sounds by composite signs rather than by single letters or symbols




•
 
Chinese has an analphabetic writing system.










2.
 
completely illiterate.













anal-retentive

 

‹Psychoanalysis›






I.
 
adjective




(of a person) excessively orderly and fussy (supposedly owing to conflict over toilet-training in infancy).








II.
 
noun

 — (also 
anal retentive

 )


1.
 
a person who is excessively orderly and fussy.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anal retention

 
/ˈˌānl rəˈten(t)SHən ˈˌānl rēˈten(t)SHən /






noun













2.
 
anal retentiveness






noun





















anal sex






noun




sexual activity involving penetration of the anus.













analysand

 
/əˈnaləˌsand əˈnaləˌzand/






noun




a person undergoing psychoanalysis.














analysis

 
/əˈnaləsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
detailed examination of the elements or structure of something, typically as a basis for discussion or interpretation




•
 
statistical analysis




•
 
an analysis of popular culture.










2.
 
the process of separating something into its constituent elements.

Often contrasted with synthesis
 .




3.
 
the identification and measurement of the chemical constituents of a substance or specimen.




4.
 
short for psychoanalysis
 .




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 the use of separate, short words and word order rather than inflection or agglutination to express grammatical structure.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the part of mathematics concerned with the theory of functions and the use of limits, continuity, and the operations of calculus.








II.
 
phrases





in the final (or last) analysis






when everything has been considered (used to suggest that a statement expresses the basic truth about a complex situation)




•
 
in the final analysis it is a question of political history.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
analusis

 , from 
analuein

 ‘unloose,’ from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
luein

 ‘loosen.’





analyst

 
/ˈanələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who conducts analysis




•
 
rising consumer confidence and falling oil prices are the keys to any upturn, many analysts believe.










2.
 
short for psychoanalyst
 .




3.
 
short for systems analyst
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
analyste

 , from the verb 
analyser

 (see analyze
 ).





analyte

 
/ˈanəˌlīt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance whose chemical constituents are being identified and measured.














analytic

 
/ˌanəˈlidik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
another term for analytical
 .




2.
 


[Logic]

 true by virtue of the meaning of the words or concepts used to express it, so that its denial would be a self-contradiction.

Compare with synthetic
 .




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a language) tending not to alter the form of its words and to use word order rather than inflection or agglutination to express grammatical structure.

Often contrasted with synthetic
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
analutikos

 , from 
analuein

 ‘unloose.’ The term was adopted in the late 16th cent. as a noun denoting the branch of logic dealing with analysis, with specific reference to Aristotle's treatises on logic, the Analytics (Greek 
analutika

 ).






analytical

 
/ˌanəˈlidik(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or using analysis or logical reasoning




•
 
analytical methods




•
 
a suave, analytical type who missed his calling as a lawyer.



















analytical geometry






noun




geometry using coordinates.













analytically

 
/ˌanəˈlidik(ə)lē/






adverb




using analysis or logical reasoning




•
 
the probabilities can be derived analytically.



















analytical philosophy

 
analytic philosophy






noun




a method of approaching philosophical problems through analysis of the terms in which they are expressed, associated with Anglo-American philosophy of the early 20th century.













analytical psychology






noun




the psychoanalytic system of psychology developed and practiced by Carl Jung.













analytics

 
/ˌanəˈlidiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the systematic computational analysis of data or statistics




•
 
content analytics is relevant in many industries.










2.
 
information resulting from the systematic analysis of data or statistics




•
 
these analytics can help you decide if it's time to deliver content in different ways.




















analyze

 
/ˈanlˌīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 analyse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine methodically and in detail the constitution or structure of (something, especially information), typically for purposes of explanation and interpretation




•
 
we need to analyze our results more clearly.










2.
 
discover or reveal (something) through detailed examination




•
 
I intend to analyze the sexism in such texts




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he tried to analyze exactly what was going on.










3.
 
psychoanalyze (someone).




4.
 
identify and measure the chemical constituents of (a substance or specimen).




5.
 


[Grammar]

 resolve (a sentence) into its grammatical elements; parse.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
analyzable

 
/ˌanəˈlīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
analyzer

 
/ˈanlˌīzər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: influenced by French 
analyser

 , from medieval Latin 
analysis

 (see analysis
 ).





anamnesis

 
/ˌanəmˈnēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
recollection, in particular




2.
 
the remembering of things from a supposed previous existence (often used with reference to Platonic philosophy).




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a patient's account of a medical history.




4.
 


[Christian Church]

 the part of the Eucharist in which the Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension of Christ are recalled.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
anamnēsis

 ‘remembrance.’





anamnestic

 
/ˌanəmˈnestik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 denoting an enhanced reaction of the body's immune system to an antigen that is related to an antigen previously encountered.













anamorphosis

 
/ˌanəˈmôrfəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distorted projection or drawing that appears normal when viewed from a particular point or with a suitable mirror or lens.




2.
 
the process by which anamorphic images are produced.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a gradual, ascending progression or change of form to a higher type.




4.
 
development of the adult form through a series of small changes, especially in some arthropods, the acquisition of additional body segments after hatching.








II.
 
derivatives





anamorphic

 
/-fik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
anamorphōsis

 ‘transformation,’ from 
ana-

 ‘back, again’ + 
morphosis

 ‘a shaping’ (from 
morphoun

 ‘to shape,’ from 
morphē

 ‘shape, form’).





ananda

 
/äˈnəndə/





I.
 
noun




(in Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism) extreme happiness, one of the highest states of being.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ānanda

 ‘blessedness, bliss.’





anandamide

 
/əˈnandəˌmīd/






noun




a naturally occurring arachidonic acid derivative, present in some foods and in mammalian brains, where it acts as a messenger molecule and plays a role in pain, depression, appetite, memory, and fertility.













Ananias

 
/ˌanəˈnīəs/






two figures in the New Testament, the husband of Sapphira, struck dead because he lied (Acts 5), and the Jewish high priest before whom St Paul was brought (Acts 23).









anapest

 
/ˈanəˌpest /

 


‹Brit.›

 anapaest





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot consisting of two short or unstressed syllables followed by one long or stressed syllable.








II.
 
derivatives





anapestic

 
/ˌanəˈpestik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
anapaistos

 ‘reversed,’ from 
ana-

 ‘back’ + 
paiein

 ‘strike’ (so called because it is the reverse of a dactyl).





anaphase

 
/ˈanəˌfāz/






noun






[Genetics]

 the stage of meiotic or mitotic cell division in which the chromosomes move away from one another to opposite poles of the spindle.













anaphor

 
/ˈanəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun




a word or phrase that refers to an earlier word or phrase (e.g., in 
my cousin said she was coming

 , 
she

 is used as an anaphor for 
my cousin

 ).











– origin

 1970s: back-formation from anaphora
 .






anaphora

 
/əˈnaf(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 the use of a word referring to or replacing a word used earlier in a sentence, to avoid repetition, such as 
do

 in 
I like it and so do they

 .




2.
 


[Rhetoric]

 the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses.








II.
 
derivatives





anaphoric

 
/ˌanəˈfôrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: senses 1 and 2 via Latin from Greek, ‘repetition,’ from 
ana-

 ‘back’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





anaphrodisiac

 
/ˌanafrəˈdizēˌak, ˌanafrəˈdēzēˌak /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) tending to reduce sexual desire.








II.
 
noun




an anaphrodisiac drug.













anaphylactic

 
/ˌanəfəˈlaktik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or caused by anaphylaxis.













anaphylactic shock






noun






[Medicine]

 an extreme, often life-threatening allergic reaction to an antigen to which the body has become hypersensitive.













anaphylaxis

 
/ˌanəfəˈlaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an acute allergic reaction to an antigen (e.g., a bee sting) to which the body has become hypersensitive.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ana-

 ‘again’ + 
phulaxis

 ‘guarding.’





anapsid

 
/əˈnapsəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a reptile of a group characterized by the lack of temporal openings in the skull, including the turtles and their relatives.

[Sometimes placed in a subclass 
Anapsida

 , though this taxon is now often not recognized.]











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Anapsida

 , from Greek 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
apsis

 , 
apsid-

 ‘arch.’





anaptyxis

 
/ˌanapˈtiksis/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 the insertion of a vowel between two consonants in pronunciation, as in 
filim

 for 
film

 .








II.
 
derivatives





anaptyctic

 
/-ˈtiktik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
anaptuxis

 ‘unfolding,’ from 
ana-

 ‘back, again’ + 
ptuxis

 ‘folding.’





anarch

 
/ˈanärk/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an anarchist.








II.
 
adjective




anarchic.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
anarkhos

 ‘without a chief’ (see anarchy
 ).





anarchic

 
/əˈnärˌkik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
with no controlling rules or principles to give order




•
 
an anarchic and bitter civil war.










2.
 
(of comedy or a person's sense of humor) uncontrolled by convention




•
 
his anarchic wit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anarchical

 
/-kikəl /






adjective













2.
 
anarchically






adverb





















anarchism

 
/ˈanərˌkizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
belief in the abolition of all government and the organization of society on a voluntary, cooperative basis without recourse to force or compulsion.




2.
 
anarchists as a political force or movement




•
 
ruling-class fears of international anarchism during the 1890s.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
anarkhos

 ‘without a chief’ (see anarchy
 ) + -ism
 ; later influenced by French 
anarchisme

 .





anarchist

 
/ˈanərkəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes in or tries to bring about anarchy.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or supporting anarchy or anarchists




•
 
an anarchist newspaper.














III.
 
derivatives





anarchistic

 
/ˌanərˈkistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
anarkhos

 ‘without a chief’ (see anarchy
 ) + -ist
 ; later influenced by French 
anarchiste

 .






anarchy

 
/ˈanərkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of disorder due to absence or nonrecognition of authority




•
 
he must ensure public order in a country threatened with anarchy.










2.
 
absence of government and absolute freedom of the individual, regarded as a political ideal.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
anarkhia

 , from 
anarkhos

 , from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
arkhos

 ‘chief, ruler.’





Anasazi

 
/ˌanəˈsäzē/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient American Indian people of the southwestern US, who flourished between 
c.

 200 
BC

 and 
AD

 1500. The earliest phase of their culture, typified by pit dwellings, is known as the Basket Maker period; the present day Pueblo culture developed from a later stage.











– origin

 1930s: from Navajo, literally ‘ancestors of our enemies (the Pueblo peoples).’





anastigmat

 
/ˌanəˈstiɡmat/






noun




an anastigmatic lens system.














anastigmatic

 
/ˌanəstiɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a lens system) constructed so that the astigmatism of each element is canceled out.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from an-
 1
 ‘not’ + 
astigmatic

 (see astigmatism
 ).





anastomose

 
/əˈnastəˌmōz əˈnastəˌmōs/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 be linked by anastomosis




•
 
adjacent veins may anastomose.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be anastomosed

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 link by anastomosis




•
 
the graft is anastomosed to the vein of the recipient.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
anastomōsis

 (see anastomosis
 ).






anastomosis

 
/əˌnastəˈmōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a cross-connection between adjacent channels, tubes, fibers, or other parts of a network.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Medicine]

 a connection made surgically between adjacent blood vessels, parts of the intestine, or other channels of the body, or the operation in which this is constructed.








II.
 
derivatives





anastomotic

 
/-ˈmätik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
anastomōsis

 , from 
anastomoun

 ‘provide with a mouth.’





anastrophe

 
/əˈnastrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 the inversion of the usual order of words or clauses.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
anastrophē

 ‘turning back,’ from 
ana-

 ‘back’ + 
strephein

 ‘to turn.’





anastrozole

 
/anˈastrəˌzōl /

 

‹Medicine›







noun




a nonsteroidal aromatase inhibitor used in the treatment and prevention of breast cancer. It has been observed to have fewer adverse side effects than tamoxifen.













anat.






abbreviation



1.
 
anatomical.




2.
 
anatomy.














anatase

 
/ˈanəˌtās, -ˌtāz/





I.
 
noun




one of the tetragonal forms of titanium dioxide, usually found as brown crystals, used as a pigment in paints and inks.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
anatasis

 ‘extension,’ with allusion to the length of the crystals.






anathema

 
/əˈnaTHəmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something or someone that one vehemently dislikes




•
 
racial hatred was 
anathema to

 her.










2.
 
a formal curse by a pope or a council of the Church, excommunicating a person or denouncing a doctrine.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a strong curse




•
 
the sergeant clutched the ruined communicator, muttering anathemas.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin, ‘excommunicated person, excommunication,’ from Greek 
anathema

 ‘thing dedicated,’ (later) ‘thing devoted to evil, accursed thing,’ from 
anatithenai

 ‘to set up.’





anathematize

 
/əˈnaTHəməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
curse; condemn




•
 
she anathematized Tom as the despoiler of a helpless widow.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
anathématiser

 , from Latin 
anathematizare

 , from Greek 
anathematizein

 , from 
anathema

 (see anathema
 ).





Anatolia

 
/ˌanəˈtōlēə/






the western peninsula of Asia, bounded by the Black, Aegean, and Mediterranean seas, that forms the greater part of Turkey.









Anatolian

 
/ˌanəˈtōlēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Anatolia, its inhabitants, or their ancient languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Anatolia.




2.
 
an extinct group of ancient languages constituting a branch of the Indo-European language family and including Hittite, Luwian, Lydian, and Lycian.













anatomical

 
/ˌanəˈtämək(ə)l /

 
anat.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to bodily structure




•
 
anatomical abnormalities.










2.
 
of or relating to anatomy




•
 
anatomical lectures.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
anatomicus

 , from 
anatomia

 (see anatomy
 ), + -al
 .





anatomically

 
/ˌanəˈtämək(ə)lē/






adverb




as regards bodily structure




•
 
an anatomically correct replica of the human brain.



















anatomically correct

 
/ˌanəˌtämək(ə)lē kəˈrekt/






adjective




(of a doll) having the sexual organs plainly represented.













anatomist

 
/əˈnadəməst/





I.
 
noun




an expert in anatomy; a dissector.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
anatomiste

 , from a medieval Latin derivative of 
anatomizare

 (see anatomize
 ).






anatomize

 
/əˈnadəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dissect (a body).




2.
 
examine and analyze in detail




•
 
successful comedy is notoriously difficult to anatomize.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
anatomizare

 , from 
anatomia

 (see anatomy
 ).






anatomy

 
/əˈnadəmē /

 
anat.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of science concerned with the bodily structure of humans, animals, and other living organisms, especially as revealed by dissection and the separation of parts.




2.
 
the bodily structure of an organism




•
 
descriptions of the cat's anatomy and behavior.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a person's body




•
 
he left dusty handprints on his lady customers' anatomies.










4.
 
a study of the structure or internal workings of something




•
 
Machiavelli's anatomy of the art of war.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
anatomie

 or late Latin 
anatomia

 , from Greek, from 
ana-

 ‘up’ + 
tomia

 ‘cutting’ (from 
temnein

 ‘to cut’).





Anaxagoras

 
/ˌanəkˈsaɡərəs/






(
c.

 500–
c.

 428 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. He believed that all matter was infinitely divisible and motionless until animated by mind (
nous

 ).









Anaximander

 
/əˌnaksəˈmandər/






(
c.

 610–
c.

 545 
BC

 ), Greek scientist from Miletus. He believed the earth to be cylindrical and poised in space and is reputed to have taught that life began in water and that humans originated from fish.









Anaximenes

 
/ˌanəkˈsimənēz/






(
c.

 546 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher and scientist from Miletus. He believed the earth to be flat and shallow, a view of astronomy that was a retrograde step from that of Anaximander.









ANC






abbreviation




African National Congress.














-ance

 
/(ə)ns/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a quality or state or an instance of one




•
 
allegiance




•
 
extravagance




•
 
perseverance.










3.
 
denoting an action




•
 
appearance




•
 
utterance.

















– origin

 representing French suffix 
-ance

 , from Latin nouns ending in 
-antia

 , 
-entia

 (from present participial stems 
-ant-

 , 
-ent-

 ).






ancestor

 
/ˈanˌsestər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, typically one more remote than a grandparent, from whom one is descended




•
 
my ancestor Admiral Anson circumnavigated the globe 250 years ago.










2.
 
an early type of animal or plant from which others have evolved.




3.
 
an early version of a machine, system, etc.




•
 
this instrument is an ancestor of the lute.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ancestre

 , from Latin 
antecessor

 , from 
antecedere

 , from 
ante

 ‘before’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





ancestral

 
/anˈsestrəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, belonging to, inherited from, or denoting an ancestor or ancestors




•
 
the family's ancestral home




•
 
the only records of the ancestral forms are their fossils.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ancestrel

 , from 
ancestre

 (see ancestor
 ).





ancestress

 
/ˈanˌsestrəs/






noun




a female ancestor.













ancestry

 
/ˈanˌsestrē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
one's family or ethnic descent




•
 
his Viking ancestry.










2.
 
the evolutionary or genetic line of descent of an animal or plant




•
 
the ancestry of the rose is extremely complicated.










3.
 
the origin or background of something




•
 
the book traces the ancestry of women's poetry.

















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of Old French 
ancesserie

 , from 
ancestre

 (see ancestor
 ).





Anchises

 
/aNGˈkīsēz /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›







the father of the Trojan hero Aeneas.









ancho

 
/ˈanCHō, ˈän- /

 
ancho chili





I.
 
noun




a large aromatic variety of chili, used (usually dried) in dishes of Mexican origin or style.











– origin

 from Mexican Spanish 
(chile) ancho

 ‘wide (chili).’





anchoïade

 
anchoiade





I.
 
noun




a puree of anchovies, crushed garlic, and olive oil that is served with vegetables as a dip or spread on bread.











– origin

 Provençal, from French 
anchois

 ‘anchovy.’






anchor

 
/ˈaNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy object attached to a rope or chain and used to moor a vessel to the sea bottom, typically one having a metal shank with a ring at one end for the rope and a pair of curved and/or barbed flukes at the other.




2.
 
a person or thing that provides stability or confidence in an otherwise uncertain situation




•
 
the European Community is the economic anchor of the New Europe.










3.
 
(in full 
anchor store

 )
 — a store, e.g., a department store, that is the principal tenant of a mall or a shopping center.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an anchorman or anchorwoman, especially in broadcasting or athletics




•
 
he signed off after nineteen years as CBS news anchor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
moor (a ship) to the sea bottom with an anchor




•
 
the ship was anchored in the lee of the island




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we anchored in the harbor.










2.
 
secure firmly in position




•
 
with cords and pitons they 
anchored

 him 
to

 the rock




•
 
the tail is used as a hook with which the fish 
anchors itself to

 coral




•
 


‹figurative›

 the first baseman is anchored to the bag.










3.
 
provide with a firm basis or foundation




•
 
it is important that policy be anchored to some acceptable theoretical basis.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 act as an anchor for (a television program or sporting event)




•
 
she anchored a television documentary series in the early 1980s.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at anchor






(of a ship) moored by means of an anchor.









2.
 
drop anchor






(of a ship) let down the anchor and moor.









3.
 
weigh (or raise or heave) anchor






(of a ship) take up the anchor when ready to depart.















– origin

 Old English 
ancor

 , 
ancra

 , via Latin from Greek 
ankura

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
ancre

 . The current form is from 
anchora

 , an erroneous Latin spelling. The verb (from Old French 
ancrer

 ) dates from Middle English.





anchorage

 
/ˈaNGk(ə)rij/






noun



1.
 
an area that is suitable for a ship to anchor in.




2.
 
the action of securing something to a base or the state of being secured




•
 
the plant needs firm anchorage




•
 


‹figurative›

 the mother provides emotional anchorage.










3.
 


‹historical›

 an anchorite's dwelling place.













Anchorage

 
/ˈaNGk(ə)rij/






a seaport in southern Alaska, on an inlet of the Pacific Ocean, the state's largest city; pop. 279,243 (est. 2008).









anchor baby






noun






‹offensive›

 used to refer to a child born to a noncitizen mother in a country which has birthright citizenship, especially when viewed as providing an advantage to family members seeking to secure citizenship or legal residency.













anchoress

 
/ˈaNGk(ə)rəs/






noun






‹historical›

 a female anchorite.













anchorite

 
/ˈaNGkəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a religious recluse.








II.
 
derivatives





anchoritic

 
/ˌaNGkəˈridik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
anchorita

 (ecclesiastical Latin 
anchoreta

 ), from ecclesiastical Greek 
anakhōrētēs

 , from 
anakhōrein

 ‘retire,’ from 
ana-

 ‘back’ + 
khōra

 , 
khōr-

 ‘a place.’





anchorman

 
/ˈaNGkərˌman/






noun



1.
 
a person who presents and coordinates a live television or radio program involving other contributors.




2.
 
the central or most dependable contributor to something.




3.
 
the member of a relay team who runs the last leg.













anchorperson

 
/ˈaNGkərˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




an anchorman or anchorwoman (used as a neutral alternative).













anchor text






noun




the text that appears highlighted in a hypertext link and that can be clicked to open the target web page.













anchorwoman

 
/ˈaNGkərˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a woman who presents and coordinates a live television or radio program involving other contributors.




2.
 
a female member of a relay team who runs the last leg




•
 
the team's anchorwoman was the primary reason why they won April's crown.



















anchovy

 
/ˈanˌCHōvē anˈCHōvē/





I.
 
noun




a small shoaling fish of commercial importance as a food fish and as bait. It is strongly flavored and is usually preserved in salt and oil.

[Genus 
Engraulis

 , family 
Engraulidae

 : several species, including 
E. encrasicolus

 of European waters.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese 
anchova

 , of unknown origin.





anchusa

 
/aNGˈkyo͞ozə/





I.
 
noun




an Old World plant of the borage family, often cultivated for its bright, typically blue, flowers.

[Genus 
Anchusa

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
ankhousa

 .





ancien régime

 
/ˌänsēen rəˈZHēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a political or social system that has been displaced, typically by one more modern.




2.
 
(
Ancien Régime

 )
 — the political and social system in France before the Revolution of 1789.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘old rule.’






ancient1


 
/ˈān(t)SHənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence




•
 
the ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean.










2.
 
having been in existence for a very long time




•
 
an ancient gateway




•
 
ancient forests.










3.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 showing or feeling signs of age or wear




•
 
an ancient pair of jeans




•
 
you make me feel ancient.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 an old person




•
 
a solitary ancient in a tweed jacket.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the Ancient of Days






a biblical title for God.









2.
 
the ancients





a.
 
the people of ancient times, especially the Greeks and Romans of classical antiquity.




b.
 
the classical Greek and Roman authors




•
 
a thorough knowledge of the ancients is a prerequisite of criticism.


















IV.
 
derivatives





ancientness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ancien

 , based on Latin 
ante

 ‘before.’






ancient2


 
/ˈān(t)SHənt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a standard, flag, or ensign.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of ensign
 by association with 
ancien

 , an early form of ancient
 1
 .





ancient history





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the history of the ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean area and the Near East up to the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 
AD

 476.




2.
 


‹informal›

 something that is already long familiar and no longer new, interesting, or relevant




•
 
the New Wave is ancient history now.














II.
 
derivatives





ancient historian






noun





















anciently

 
/ˈān(t)SHən(t)lē/






adverb




long ago




•
 
the area was anciently called Dalriada.



















ancient world






noun




the region around the Mediterranean and the Near East before the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 
AD

 476.













ancillary

 
/ˈansəˌlerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
providing necessary support to the primary activities or operation of an organization, institution, industry, or system




•
 
the development of ancillary services to support its products.










2.
 
additional; subsidiary




•
 
paragraph 19 was merely 
ancillary to

 paragraph 16.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose work provides necessary support to the primary activities of an organization, institution, or industry




•
 
the employment of specialist teachers and ancillaries.










2.
 
something that functions in a supplementary or supporting role




•
 
undergraduate courses of three main subjects with related ancillaries.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
ancillaris

 , from 
ancilla

 ‘maidservant.’





ancon

 
/ˈaNGkän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a console or bracket, typically with two volutes, that supports or appears to support a cornice.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 each of a pair of projections on either side of a block of stone or other material, used for lifting it.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting the corner or quoin of a wall or rafter): via Latin from Greek 
ankōn

 ‘bend, elbow.’






Ancona1


 
/aNGˈkōnə/






a port on the Adriatic coast of central Italy, capital of Marche region; pop. 102,047 (2008).









Ancona2


 
/ˌaNGˈkōnə/





I.
 
noun




a chicken of a breed with mottled black and white plumage.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the place name 
Ancona

 (see Ancona
 1
 ).





-ancy





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a quality or state




•
 
buoyancy




•
 
expectancy.







Compare with -ance
 .











– origin

 representing Latin suffix 
-antia

 (see also -ency
 ).






ancylostomiasis

 
/ˌaNGkəlōstəˈmīəsis, ˌansə- /

 
ankylostomiasis





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 hookworm infection of the small intestine, often leading to anemia.

[The infecting organism is typically 
Ancylostoma duodenale

 , class 
Phasmida

 (or 
Secernentea

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ancylostoma

 (from Greek 
ankulos

 ‘crooked’ + 
stoma

 ‘mouth’) + -iasis
 .





Ancyra

 
/anˈsīrə/






ancient Roman name for Ankara
 .









and

 
/and (ə)n/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
used to connect words of the same part of speech, clauses, or sentences that are to be taken jointly




•
 
bread and butter




•
 
red and black tiles




•
 
they can read and write




•
 
a hundred and fifty.










2.
 
used to connect two clauses when the second happens after the first




•
 
he turned around and walked out




•
 
she washed and dried her hair.










3.
 
used to connect two clauses, the second of which results from the first




•
 
do that once more, and I'll skin you alive.










4.
 
connecting two identical comparatives, to emphasize a progressive change




•
 
getting better and better




•
 
he felt more and more like an outsider.










5.
 
connecting two identical words, implying great duration or great extent




•
 
I cried and cried




•
 
it takes hours and hours.










6.
 
used to connect two identical words to indicate that things of the same name or class have different qualities




•
 
all human conduct is determined or caused—but there are causes and causes.










7.
 
used to connect two numbers to indicate that they are being added together




•
 
six and four make ten.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 used to connect two numbers, implying succession




•
 
a line of men marching two and two.










9.
 
used to introduce an additional comment or interjection




•
 
if it came to a choice—and this was the worst thing—she would turn her back on her parents




•
 
they believe they are descended from him, and quite right, too.










10.
 
used to introduce a question in connection with what someone else has just said




•
 
“I found the letter in her bag.” “And did you steam it open?”










11.
 
(especially in broadcasting) used to introduce a statement about a new topic




•
 
and now to the dessert.










12.
 


‹informal›

 used after some verbs and before another verb to indicate intention, instead of “to”




•
 
I would 
try and

 do what he said




•
 


come and

 see me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 
[Electronics]

 a Boolean operator that gives the value one if and only if all the operands are one, and otherwise has a value of zero.




2.
 
(also 
AND gate

 )
 — 

[Logic]

 
[Electronics]

 a circuit that produces an output signal only when signals are received simultaneously through all input connections.








III.
 
phrases





and/or






either or both of two stated possibilities




•
 
audio and/or video components.





















– origin

 Old English 
and

 , 
ond

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
en

 and German 
und

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 It is still widely taught and believed that conjunctions such as 
and

 (and also 
but

 and 
because

 ) should not be used to start a sentence, the argument being that a sentence starting with 
and

 expresses an incomplete thought and is therefore incorrect. Writers down the centuries have readily ignored this advice, however, using 
and

 to start a sentence, typically for rhetorical effect: What are the government's chances of winning in court? And what are the consequences? 
2

 A small number of verbs—notably 
try

 , 
come

 , and 
go

 —can be followed by ‘and’ with another verb, as in sentences like we're going to 
try and

 explain it to them or why don't you 
come and

 see the film? Such structures in these verbs correspond to the use of the infinitive ‘to,’ as in we're going to 
try to

 explain it to them or why don't you 
come to

 see the film? Since these structures are grammatically odd and, though extremely common, are mainly restricted to informal English, they are regarded as wrong by some and should be avoided in formal standard English. 
3

 On whether it is more correct to say both 
the boys

 and 
the girls

 or both 
the boys

 and 
girls

 , see usage at both
 . 
4

 Where a number of items are separated by 
and

 , the following verb needs to be in the plural: see usage at or
 1
 .






-and





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a person or thing to be treated in a specified way




•
 
analysand.

















– origin

 from Latin gerundive ending 
-andus

 .






Andalusia

 
/ˌandəˈlo͞oZH(ē)ə/






the southernmost region of Spain, bordering on the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea; capital, Seville. The region was under Moorish rule from 711 to 1492.









Andalusian

 
/ˌandəˈlo͞oZHēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Andalusia or its people or their dialect.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Andalusia.




2.
 
the dialect of Spanish spoken in Andalusia.




3.
 
a light horse of a strong breed from Andalusia.













andalusite

 
/ˌandəˈlo͞osīt/





I.
 
noun




a gray, green, brown, or pink aluminosilicate mineral occurring mainly in metamorphic rocks as elongated rhombic prisms, sometimes of gem quality.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of the Spanish region of Andalusia
 + -ite
 1
 .





Andaman and Nicobar Islands

 
/ˈandəmən and ˈnikəˌbär, ˈandəˌman/






two groups of islands in the Bay of Bengal that constitute a Union Territory in India; pop. 423,700 (est. 2009); capital, Port Blair.










andante

 
/änˈdänˌtā /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially as a direction) in a moderately slow tempo.








II.
 
noun




a movement or composition marked to be played andante.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘going,’ present participle of 
andare

 .





andantino

 
/ˌändänˈtēnō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially as a direction) more lighthearted than andante, and in most cases quicker.








II.
 
noun




a movement or composition marked to be played andantino.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of andante
 .





Andean

 
/ˈandēən anˈdēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Andes.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Andes.













Andersen, Hans Christian

 
/ˈandərsən, ˈänərsən/






(1805–75), Danish author. He is noted for his fairy tales, published from 1835, such as 
“The Snow Queen,”

 
“The Ugly Duckling,”

 and 
“The Little Match Girl.”











Anderson

 
/ˈandərsən/





I.
 
an industrial city in east central Indiana; pop. 57,282 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in northwestern South Carolina; pop. 27,027 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in north central California; pop. 10,538 (est. 2008).









Anderson, Carl David






(1905–91), US physicist. In 1932, he discovered the positron—the first antiparticle known. Nobel Prize for Physics (1936), shared with Victor F. Hess.









Anderson, Elizabeth Garrett






(1836–1917), English physician. In 1866 she established a dispensary for women and children in London.









Anderson, Marian






(1897–1993), US opera singer. Initially barred from giving concerts in the US because of racial discrimination, she gained international success during several European tours 1925–35. Her US career flourished from 1936; in 1955, she became the first black singer to perform at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York.









Anderson, Maxwell






(1888–1959), US playwright. His plays, many of which are written in verse, deal with social and moral problems. He also wrote many historical dramas. Notable works: 
Elizabeth the Queen

 (1930), 
Key Largo

 (1939), 
Anne of the Thousand Days

 (1948), and 
The Bad Seed

 (1954).









Anderson, Philip Warren






(1923–), American physicist. He made significant contributions to the study of solid-state physics, investigating magnetism and superconductivity. Nobel Prize for Physics (1977).









Anderson, Sherwood






(1876–1941), US author. He is noted for 
Winesburg, Ohio

 (1919), a collection of interrelated short stories that explore a discontent with small-town life.









Andersonville

 
/ˈandərsənˌvil/






a village in southwestern Georgia, near Americus, that was the site of a large and infamous Confederate prison camp during the Civil War.










Andes

 
/ˈandēz/






a major mountain system that runs the length of the Pacific coast of South America. It extends more than 5,000 miles (8,000 km), with a continuous height of more than 10,000 feet (3,000 m). Its highest peak is Aconcagua.









andesite

 
/ˈandəˌzīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark, fine-grained, brown or grayish volcanic rock that is intermediate in composition between rhyolite and basalt.








II.
 
derivatives





andesitic

 
/ˌandiˈzitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the Andes
 mountains, where it is found + -ite
 1
 .





Andhra Pradesh

 
/ˌəndrə prəˈdāSH, ˈändrə, prəˈdeSH/






a state in southeastern India, on the Bay of Bengal; capital, Hyderabad.










andiron

 
/ˈanˌdīərn/





I.
 
noun




a metal support, typically one of a pair, that holds wood burning in a fireplace.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
andier

 , of unknown origin. The ending was altered by association with iron
 .





Andorra

 
/anˈdôrə/







1.
 
a small autonomous principality in southwestern Europe, in the southern Pyrenees, between France and Spain; pop. 83,900 (est. 2009); capital, Andorra la Vella; languages, Catalan (official) and French.





Andorra's independence dates from the late 8th century, when Charlemagne is said to have granted the Andorrans self-government for their help in defeating the Moors. Since World War II, tourism has driven the economy.









Andorran

 
/anˈdôrən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Andorra or its people




•
 
the oldest known church in the Andorran valleys.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Andorra




•
 
many Andorrans live in traditional, slate-roofed, stone farmhouses.



















andouille

 
/anˈdo͞oē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a spicy pork sausage seasoned with garlic, used especially in Cajun cooking.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French.





andouillette

 
/ˌandwēˈyet/





I.
 
noun




a very small French sausage similar to andouille.











– origin

 French.





Andover

 
/ˈanˌdōvər, ˈandəvər/






a town in northeastern Massachusetts, home to Phillips Academy, a noted prep school; pop. 33,418 (est. 2008).









andr-






combining form





andro-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
androecium

 ).













andradite

 
/ˈandrəˌdīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral of the garnet group, containing calcium and iron. It occurs as yellow, green, brown, or black crystals, sometimes of gem quality.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after J. B. de 
Andrada

 e Silva (
c.

 1763–1838), Brazilian geologist, + -ite
 1
 .





andragogy

 
/ˈandrəˌɡäjē, -ɡäɡē/





I.
 
noun




the method and practice of teaching adult learners; adult education.




•
 
much has been written about andragogy in general education circles over the past fifty years.














II.
 
derivatives





andragogical






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: blend of andro-
 and pedagogy
 .





Andre, Carl

 
/ˈänˌdrā/






(1935–), US sculptor. Many of his works are ready-made units, such as bricks, stacked according to a mathematical system and without adhesives or joints.









André, John

 
/ˈandrē/






(1750–80), British soldier. During 1779–80, he successfully negotiated with Benedict Arnold for the betrayal of West Point to the British. Captured while returning from West Point, he was tried and hanged as a spy.









Andreanof Islands

 
/ˌandrēˈanôf, -əf, ˌändrēˈänəf/






an island group in southwestern Alaska, part of the Aleutian Islands.









Andretti, Mario

 
/anˈdretē/






(1940–), US race car driver, born in Italy; full name 
Mario Gabriele Andretti

 . He won the Daytona 500 in 1967, the Indianapolis 500 in 1969, and the Grand Prix world driving championship in 1978.









Andrew, Prince

 
/ˈandro͞o/






(1960–), British prince; second son of Elizabeth II; full name 
Andrew Albert Christian Edward, Duke of York

 . He married 
Sarah Ferguson

 in 1986, but the couple divorced in 1996; they have two children, 
Princess Beatrice

 (1988–) and 
Princess Eugenie

 (1990–).









Andrew, St.






an Apostle; the brother of St. Peter. The X-shaped cross is associated with him because he is said to have been crucified on such a cross. He is the patron saint of Scotland and Russia. Feast day, November 30.









Andrews, Julie

 
/ˈanˌdro͞oz/






(1935–), English actress and singer; born 
Julia Elizabeth Wells

 . Best known for her lead roles in 
Mary Poppins

 (1964) and 
The Sound of Music

 (1965), she also starred in a number of other movies, including 
Darling Lili

 (1970), 
Victor/Victoria

 (1982), and 
The Princess Diaries

 (2001).









Andrews, Thomas






(1813–85), Irish physical chemist. He discovered the critical temperature of carbon dioxide and showed that ozone is an allotrope of oxygen.









Andrewsarchus

 
/ˌandro͞oˈsärkəs/





I.
 
noun




a very large carnivorous mammal (
Andrewsarchus mongoliensis

 , order 
Creodonta

 ) of the Eocene epoch.











– origin

 modern Latin: from the name of US paleontologist Roy Chapman 
Andrews

 (1884-1960), who led the expedition on which the animal's fossils were found, + Greek 
arkhos

 ‘ruler.’






andro

 
/ˈandrō/






noun




another term for androstenedione
 .














andro-

 
andr-






combining form




man (as opposed to woman)




•
 
androcentric




•
 
androgenize.



















androcentric

 
/ˌandrōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




focused or centered on men




•
 
in the radical feminist view science is sexist and androcentric.














II.
 
derivatives





androcentrism

 
/ˌandrōˈsentrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man’ + -centric
 .





Androcles

 
/ˈandrəˌklēz/






a runaway slave in a story by 
Aulus Gellius

 (2nd century 
AD

 ) who extracted a thorn from the paw of a lion, which later recognized him and refrained from attacking him when he faced it in the arena.









androcracy

 
/anˈdräkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




a social system ruled or dominated by men.








II.
 
derivatives





androcratic

 
/ˌandrəˈkratik /






adjective





















androecium

 
/anˈdrēSH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the stamens of a flower collectively.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man’ + 
oikion

 ‘house.’





androgen

 
/ˈandrəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a male sex hormone, such as testosterone.








II.
 
derivatives





androgenic

 
/ˌandrəˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man’ + -gen
 .





androgenize

 
/anˈdräjəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
androgenized

 )


1.
 
treat with or expose to male hormones, typically resulting in the production of male sexual characteristics.








II.
 
derivatives





androgenization

 
/anˌdräjənəˈzāSHən /






noun






















androgyne

 
/ˈandrəˌjīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an androgynous individual.




2.
 
a hermaphrodite.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun): via Latin from Greek 
androgunos

 , from 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man’ + 
gunē

 ‘woman.’





androgynous

 
/anˈdräjənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
partly male and partly female in appearance; of indeterminate sex.




2.
 


‹dated›

 having the physical characteristics of both sexes; hermaphrodite.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
androgynously






adverb













2.
 
androgyny

 
/anˈdräj(ə)nē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
androgynus

 (see androgyne
 ) + -ous
 .






android

 
/ˈanˌdroid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in science fiction) a robot with a human appearance.




2.
 
(
Android

 ) ( in the UK)
 — 

‹trademark›

 an open-source operating system used for smartphones and tablet computers


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
I have an Android phone and I like it a lot.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the modern Latin form): from modern Latin 
androides

 , from Greek 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man’ + -oid
 .





andrology

 
/anˈdräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of physiology and medicine that deals with diseases and conditions specific to men.








II.
 
derivatives





andrologist






noun





















Andromache

 
/anˈdräməkē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Hector. She became the slave of Neoptolemus (son of Achilles) after the fall of Troy.










andromeda

 
/anˈdrämədə/






noun




an evergreen shrub of the heath family, typically with clusters of small bell-like flowers.

[Two genera in the family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, including the 
bog rosemary

 (
Andromeda glaucophylla

 and 
A. polifolia

 ) of north temperate regions, and the widely cultivated 
Japanese andromeda

 (
Pieris japonica

 ).]













Andromeda

 
/anˈdrämədə/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 an Ethiopian princess whose mother Cassiopeia boasted that she herself (or, in some stories, her daughter) was more beautiful than the Nereids. In revenge, Poseidon sent a sea monster to ravage the country; to placate him, Andromeda was fastened to a rock and exposed to the monster, from which she was rescued by Perseus.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large northern constellation between Perseus and Pegasus, with few bright stars. It is chiefly notable for the 
Andromeda Galaxy

 (or 
Great Nebula of Andromeda

 ), a conspicuous spiral galaxy probably twice as massive as our own and located 2 million light years away.




III.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Andromedae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Andromedae.















andropause

 
/ˈandrəˌpôz/





I.
 
noun




a collection of symptoms, including fatigue and a decrease in libido, experienced by some middle-aged men and attributed to a gradual decline in testosterone levels.








II.
 
derivatives





andropausal






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from andro-
 , on the pattern of 
menopause

 .





Andropov

 
/anˈdräpôf, änˈdrôpəf/






former name (1984–89) for Rybinsk
 .









Andropov, Yuri

 
/änˈdrôpəf/






(1914–84), Soviet statesman; general secretary of the Communist Party of the former Soviet Union 1982–84 and president 1983–84; full name 
Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov

 . As president, he initiated the reform process that was carried out by Mikhail Gorbachev, his successor.









Androscoggin River

 
/ˌandrəˌskäɡən ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 175 miles (280 km) from northern New Hampshire through southwestern Maine to the Atlantic Ocean.










androstenedione

 
/ˌandrəˌstēnˈdīōn/






noun




a naturally occurring steroid hormone, also available as a dietary supplement, believed to increase levels of serum testosterone.

Also called andro
 .













androsterone

 
/anˈdrästəˌrōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a relatively inactive male sex hormone produced by metabolism of testosterone.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man’ + sterol
 + -one
 .





-androus





I.
 
combining form






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having male organs or stamens of a specified number




•
 
monandrous




•
 
protandrous.

















– origin

 based on modern Latin 
-andrus

 , from Greek 
-andros

 , from 
andros

 , genitive of 
anēr

 ‘man.’





-ane1







suffix




variant spelling of -an
 , usually with a distinction of sense (such as 
humane

 compared with 
human

 ) but sometimes with no corresponding form in 
-an

 (such as 
mundane

 ).














-ane2






I.
 
suffix






[Chemistry]

 forming names of saturated hydrocarbons




•
 
methane




•
 
propane.

















– origin

 on the pattern of words such as 
-ene

 , 
-ine

 .





anecdotage

 
/ˈanəkˌdōdij/






noun



1.
 
anecdotes collectively




•
 
a number of reports cannot be dismissed as anecdotage.







[early 19th cent.: from anecdote
 + -age
 .]




2.
 


‹humorous›

 old age, especially in someone who is inclined to be garrulous.

[late 18th cent.: from a blend of anecdote
 and dotage
 .]













anecdotal

 
/ˌanəkˈdōdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an account) not necessarily true or reliable, because based on personal accounts rather than facts or research




•
 
while there was much anecdotal evidence there was little hard fact




•
 
these claims were purely anecdotal.










2.
 
characterized by or fond of telling anecdotes




•
 
her book is anecdotal and chatty.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a painting) depicting small narrative incidents




•
 
nineteenth-century French anecdotal paintings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anecdotalist

 
/-tl-ist /






noun













2.
 
anecdotally






adverb






















anecdote

 
/ˈanəkˌdōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short and amusing or interesting story about a real incident or person




•
 
told anecdotes about his job




•
 
he had a rich store of anecdotes.










2.
 
an account regarded as unreliable or hearsay




•
 
his wife's death has long been the subject of rumor and anecdote.










3.
 
the depiction of a minor narrative incident in a painting.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, or via modern Latin from Greek 
anekdota

 ‘things unpublished,’ from 
an-

 ‘not’ + 
ekdotos

 , from 
ekdidōnai

 ‘publish.’





anechoic

 
/ˌanəˈkōik/






adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 free from echo




•
 
an anechoic chamber.










2.
 


‹technical›

 (of a coating or material) tending to deaden sound.













anele

 
/əˈnēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 anoint (someone), especially as part of the Christian rite of giving extreme unction to the dying.











– origin

 Middle English: from 
an-

 ‘on’ + archaic 
elien

 ‘to oil’ (from Old English 
ele

 , from Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil’).





anemia

 
/əˈnēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaemia





I.
 
noun




a condition marked by a deficiency of red blood cells or of hemoglobin in the blood, resulting in pallor and weariness.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via modern Latin from Greek 
anaimia

 , from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
haima

 ‘blood.’





anemic

 
/əˈnēmik /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaemic






adjective



1.
 
suffering from anemia.




2.
 
lacking in color, spirit, or vitality.













anemo-






combining form




wind




•
 
anemometer.



















anemograph

 
/əˈneməˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an anemometer that records on paper the speed, duration, and sometimes also the direction of the wind.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anemos

 ‘wind’ + -graph
 .





anemometer

 
/ˌanəˈmämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the speed of the wind, or of any current of gas.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anemometry

 
/ˌanəˈmämətrē /






noun













2.
 
anemometric

 
/-məˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
anemos

 ‘wind’ + -meter
 .






anemone

 
/əˈnemənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the buttercup family, typically bearing brightly colored flowers. Anemones are widely distributed in the wild, and several kinds are popular garden plants.

[Genus 
Anemone

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : numerous species, including the North American 
wood anemone

 (
A. quinquefolia

 ).]




2.
 
short for sea anemone
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, said to be from Greek 
anemōnē

 ‘windflower,’ literally ‘daughter of the wind,’ from 
anemos

 ‘wind,’ thought to be so named because the flowers open only when the wind blows.






anemone fish






noun




another term for clownfish
 .













anemophilous

 
/ˌanəˈmäfələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) wind-pollinated.








II.
 
derivatives





anemophily

 
/ˌanəˈmäfəlē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
anemos

 ‘wind’ + 
-philous

 (see -philia
 ).





anencephalic

 
/ˌanensəˈfalik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




having part or all of the cerebral hemispheres and the rear of the skull congenitally absent.








II.
 
noun




an anencephalic fetus or infant.








III.
 
derivatives





anencephaly

 
/-ˈsefəlē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anenkephalos

 ‘without brain’ + -ic
 .





anent

 
/əˈnent/





I.
 
preposition






‹chiefly archaic›

 concerning; about




•
 
I'll say a few words anent the letter.

















– origin

 Old English 
on efen

 ‘in line with, in company with.’






-aneous





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives from Latin words




•
 
cutaneous




•
 
spontaneous.

















– origin

 from the Latin suffix 
-aneus

 + -ous
 .






anergia

 
/aˈnərj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 abnormal lack of energy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
ergon

 ‘work.’





anergy

 
/ˈanərjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 absence of the normal immune response to a particular antigen or allergen.




2.
 
another term for anergia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





anergic

 
/əˈnərjik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Anergie

 , from Greek 
an-

 ‘not,’ on the pattern of 
Allergie

 ‘allergy.’





aneroid

 
/ˈanəˌroid/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a barometer that measures air pressure by the action of the air in deforming the elastic lid of an evacuated box or chamber.








II.
 
noun




an aneroid barometer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
nēros

 ‘water.’






anesthesia

 
/ˌanəsˈTHēZHə /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaesthesia





I.
 
noun




insensitivity to pain, especially as artificially induced by the administration of gases or the injection of drugs before surgical operations.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
anaesthesia

 , from Greek 
anaisthēsia

 , from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
aisthēsis

 ‘sensation.’





anesthesiology

 
/ˌanəsˌTHēzēˈäləjē /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaesthesiology





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with anesthesia and anesthetics.








II.
 
derivatives





anesthesiologist

 
/ˌanəsˌTHēzēˈäləjəst /






noun





















anesthetic

 
/ˌanəsˈTHedik /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaesthetic





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that induces insensitivity to pain.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
anesthetics

 )
 — the study or practice of anesthesia.








II.
 
adjective




inducing or relating to insensitivity to pain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anaisthētos

 ‘insensible,’ related to 
anaisthēsia

 (see anesthesia
 ), + -ic
 .





anesthetist

 
/əˈnesTHədəst /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaesthetist






noun




a medical specialist who administers anesthetics.













anesthetize

 
/əˈnesTHəˌtīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 anaesthetize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
administer an anesthetic to (a person or animal), especially so as to induce a loss of consciousness.




2.
 
deprive of feeling or awareness




•
 
tragedy of a magnitude that anesthetizes the mind.














II.
 
derivatives





anesthetization

 
/əˌnesTHədəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















aneuploid

 
/ˈanyo͝oˌploid/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 having particular genes or chromosomal regions present in extra or fewer copies than in the normal type.








II.
 
derivatives





aneuploidy






noun





















aneurysm

 
/ˈanyəˌrizəm /

 
aneurism





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an excessive localized enlargement of an artery caused by a weakening of the artery wall.








II.
 
derivatives





aneurysmal

 
/ˈanyəˌrizm(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Greek 
aneurusma

 ‘dilatation,’ from 
aneurunein

 ‘widen out.’





anew

 
/əˈn(y)o͞o/






adverb



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 in a new or different, typically more positive, way




•
 
her career had 
begun anew

 , with a lucrative Japanese modeling contract.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 once more; again




•
 
tears filled her eyes anew.



















anfractuous

 
/anˈfrak(t)SHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 sinuous or circuitous.








II.
 
derivatives





anfractuosity

 
/-ˌfrakCHo͞oˈäsitē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
anfractuosus

 , from Latin 
anfractus

 ‘a bending.’





Angara River

 
/ˌäNGɡəˈrä, ˌəNG-/






a river in the southeastern part of Siberia in Russia that flows northwest and west for 1,039 miles (1,779 km) from Lake Baikal to meet the Yenisei River south of Yeniseysk.










angel

 
/ˈānjəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiritual being believed to act as an attendant, agent, or messenger of God, conventionally represented in human form with wings and a long robe




•
 
God sent an angel to talk to Gideon




•
 
the Angel of Death




•
 


‹figurative›

 Ella, ever the 
angel of mercy

 , organized the girls into baking cookies.










2.
 
an attendant spirit, especially a benevolent one




•
 
there was an angel watching over me.







See also guardian angel
 .




3.
 
in traditional Christian angelology, a being of the lowest order of the celestial hierarchy.




4.
 
a person of exemplary conduct or virtue




•
 
women were then seen as angels or whores




•
 
I know I'm 
no angel

 .










5.
 
used in similes or comparisons to refer to a person's outstanding beauty, qualities, or abilities




•
 
you sang 
like an angel

 .










6.
 
used in approval when a person has been or is expected to be kind or willing to oblige




•
 


be an angel

 and let us come in.










7.
 
used as a term of endearment




•
 
I miss you too, angel.










8.
 
(also 
angel investor

 or 
business angel

 )
 — a person who supports a business financially, typically one who invests private capital in a small or newly established enterprise




•
 
the longer it takes you to get your product into the marketplace, the longer it will be until the angels get their money back.










9.
 
a financial backer of a theatrical production




•
 
every year we raise the money for the next season and we are always looking for an angel.










10.
 


‹historical›

 an English coin minted between 1470 and 1634 and bearing the figure of the archangel Michael killing a dragon.




11.
 
(
angels

 )
 — 

[Aviation]

 
‹informal›

 an aircraft's altitude (often used with a numeral indicating thousands of feet)




•
 
we rendezvous at angels nine.










12.
 


[Aviation]

 
‹informal›

 an unexplained radar echo.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the angel in the house








‹chiefly ironic›

 a woman who is completely devoted to her husband and family.

[phrase from a poem by Coventry Patmore.]









2.
 
on the side of the angels






on the side of what is right and just.















– origin

 Old English 
engel

 , ultimately via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
angelos

 ‘messenger’; superseded in Middle English by forms from Old French 
angele

 .





angel dust






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the hallucinogenic drug phencyclidine hydrochloride.




2.
 


‹informal›

 another term for clenbuterol
 .














Angeleno

 
/ˌanjəˈlēnō /

 
Los Angeleno
 , Angelino





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Los Angeles


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Angeleno sports fans.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from American Spanish.





Angel Falls

 
/ˌānjəl ˈfôlz/






a waterfall in the Guiana Highlands of southeastern Venezuela. The highest waterfall in the world, it has an uninterrupted descent of 3,210 feet (978 m). The falls were discovered in 1935 by US aviator and prospector 
James Angel

 (
c.

 1899–1956).










angelfish

 
/ˈānjəlˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of laterally compressed deep-bodied fish with extended dorsal and anal fins, typically brightly colored or boldly striped, including.

[● a freshwater fish native to the Amazon basin (genus 
Pterophyllum

 , family 
Cichlidae

 ), in particular 
P. scalare

 , popular in tropical aquariums. ● a coastal marine fish (several genera in the family 
Pomacanthidae

 ), including the blue and yellow 
queen angelfish

 (
Holacanthus ciliaris

 ) and the more drably colored 
gray angelfish

 (
Pomacanthus arcuatus

 ). ● another term for batfish
 (
sense

 2).]













angel food cake

 
/ˈānjəl ˌfo͞od ˈkāk /

 


‹Brit.›

 angel cake






noun




a light, pale sponge cake made of flour, egg whites, and no fat, typically baked in a ring shape and covered with soft icing.













angel hair

 
angel's hair






noun




a type of pasta consisting of very fine long strands.













angelic

 
/anˈjelik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to angels




•
 
the angelic hosts.










2.
 
(of a person) exceptionally beautiful, innocent, or kind




•
 
she looks remarkably young and angelic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
angelical

 
/anˈjelək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
angelically

 
/anˈjelək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
angélique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
angelikos

 , from 
angelos

 (see angel
 ).





angelica

 
/anˈjeləkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall aromatic plant of the parsley family, with large leaves and yellowish-green flowers. Native to both Eurasia and North America, it is used in cooking and herbal medicine.

[Genus 
Angelica

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : many species, esp. the cultivated 
A. archangelica

 .]




2.
 
the candied stalk of the angelica plant.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
(herba) angelica

 ‘angelic (herb),’ so named because it was believed to be efficacious against poisoning and disease.






angelica tree






noun




another term for devil's walking stick (see Hercules-club
 ).













Angelic Doctor






the nickname of St. Thomas Aquinas.









Angelico, Fra

 
/änˈjelikō/






(
c.

 1400–55), Italian painter and Dominican friar; born 
Guido di Pietro

 ; monastic name 
Fra Giovanni da Fiesole

 . Notable works: the frescos in the convent of San Marco, Florence (
c.

 1438–47).









Angel Island






an island in San Francisco Bay, in north central California, that was the chief immigration station on the US western coast. It is now a state park.









Angelman syndrome

 
/ˈaNGɡəlmən ˌsindrōm /

 
Angelman's syndrome





I.
 
noun




a rare congenital disorder characterized by mental disability and a tendency toward jerky movement, caused by the absence of certain genes normally present on the copy of chromosome 15 inherited from the mother.











– origin

 1970s: named after Harold 
Angelman

 , British doctor who described the condition.





angelology

 
/ˌānjəˈläləjē/





I.
 
noun




theological dogma or speculation concerning angels




•
 
Gnostic angelology influenced Pseudo-Dionysius.














II.
 
derivatives





angelologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.





Angelou, Maya

 
/ˈanjəˌlō, -ˌlo͞o/






(1928–2014), US novelist and poet; born 
Marguerite Ann Johnson

 . The first volume of her autobiography, 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

 (1970), which recounts her harrowing experiences as a black child in the US South, was followed by six more: 
Gather Together in My Name

 (1974), 
Singin’ and Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry Like Christmas

 (1976), 
The Heart of a Woman

 (1981), 
All God's Children Need Traveling Shoes

 (1986), 
A Song Flung Up to Heaven

 (2002), and 
Mom & Me & Mom

 (2013).









angel shark

 
/ˈānjəl SHärk/






noun




an active bottom-dwelling cartilaginous fish with broad winglike pectoral fins.

[Family 
Squatinidae

 and genus 
Squatina

 : several species, in particular the 
Atlantic angel shark

 (
S. dumerili

 ).]














angel's trumpet






noun




a South American shrub or small tree of the nightshade family, with distinctive trumpet-shaped flowers, cultivated as an ornamental and in some regions consumed for its narcotic properties.

[Genus 
Brugmansia

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]













Angelus

 
/ˈanjələs /

 
angelus





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a Roman Catholic devotion commemorating the Incarnation of Jesus and including the Hail Mary, said at morning, noon, and sunset.




2.
 
a ringing of church bells announcing this.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the Latin phrase 
Angelus domini

 ‘the angel of the Lord,’ the opening words of the devotion.





angel wings






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a white edible piddock found on the east coast of North America and in the West Indies.

[
Barnea costata

 , family 
Pholadidae

 .]













anger

 
/ˈaNGɡər/





I.
 
noun




a strong feeling of annoyance, displeasure, or hostility




•
 
the colonel's anger at his daughter's disobedience.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (someone) with anger; provoke anger in




•
 
she was angered by his terse answer




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
I was angered to receive a further letter from them




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
he was angered that he had not been told.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
angr

 ‘grief,’ 
angra

 ‘vex.’ The original use was in the Old Norse senses; current senses date from late Middle English.






Angers

 
/ˈanjərz, äNˈZHā/






a town in western France, capital of the former province of Anjou; pop. 156,965 (2006).









Angevin

 
/ˈanjəvən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native, inhabitant, or ruler of Anjou.




2.
 
any of the Plantagenet kings of England, especially those who were also counts of Anjou (Henry II, Richard I, and John).








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Anjou.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the Plantagenets.











– origin

 from French, from medieval Latin 
Andegavinus

 , from 
Andegavum

 ‘Angers’ (see Angers
 ).





angina

 
/anˈjīnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
angina pectoris

 )
 — a condition marked by severe pain in the chest, often also spreading to the shoulders, arms, and neck, caused by an inadequate blood supply to the heart.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of disorders in which there is an intense localized pain




•
 
Ludwig's angina.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the Latin sense): from Latin, ‘quinsy,’ from Greek 
ankhonē

 ‘strangling’; 
pectoris

 (sense 1): Latin, ‘of the chest.’






angio-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to blood vessels




•
 
angiography.










2.
 
relating to seed vessels




•
 
angiosperm.

















– origin

 from Greek 
angeion

 ‘vessel.’





angiogenesis

 
/ˌanjēōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the development of new blood vessels.








II.
 
derivatives





angiogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective





















angiogram

 
/ˈanjēəˌɡram/






noun




an X-ray photograph of blood or lymph vessels, made by angiography.













angiography

 
/ˌanjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




examination by X-ray of blood or lymph vessels, carried out after introduction of a radiopaque substance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
angiographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
angiographic

 
/-əˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
angiographically

 
/-əˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















angioma

 
/ˌanjēˈōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal growth produced by the dilatation or new formation of blood vessels.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
angeion

 ‘vessel’ + -oma
 .





angioplasty

 
/ˈanjēəˌplastē/






noun




surgical repair or unblocking of a blood vessel, especially a coronary artery.

See also balloon angioplasty
 .














angiosperm

 
/ˈanjēəˌspərm/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant that has flowers and produces seeds enclosed within a carpel. The angiosperms are a large group and include herbaceous plants, shrubs, grasses, and most trees.

Compare with gymnosperm
 . [Subdivision 
Angiospermae

 , division 
Spermatophyta

 .]













angiostatin

 
/ˌanjēōˈstatn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a drug used to inhibit the growth of new blood vessels in malignant tumors.













angiotensin

 
/ˌanjēōˈtensən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein whose presence in the blood promotes aldosterone secretion and tends to raise blood pressure.











– origin

 1950s: from angio-
 + (
hyper)tens(ion

 ) + -in
 1
 .





Angkor

 
/ˈaNGkər, ˈaNGˌkôr/






the capital of the ancient kingdom of Khmer in northwestern Cambodia; noted for its temples, especially 
Angkor Wat

 (mid 12th century), the site was rediscovered in 1860.










angle1


 
/ˈaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the space (usually measured in degrees) between two intersecting lines or surfaces at or close to the point where they meet.




2.
 
a corner, especially an external projection or an internal recess of a part of a building or other structure




•
 
a skylight in the angle of the roof.










3.
 
slope; a measure of the inclination of two lines or surfaces with respect to each other, equal to the amount that one would have to be turned in order to point in the same direction as the other




•
 
sloping at an angle of 33° to the horizontal




•
 
he trudged back, the angle of his shoulders spelling dejection.










4.
 
a position from which something is viewed or along which it travels or acts, often as measured by its inclination from an implicit horizontal or vertical baseline




•
 
from this angle, Maggie could not see Naomi's face




•
 
camera angles.










5.
 
a particular way of approaching or considering an issue or problem




•
 
discussing the problems from every conceivable angle




•
 
he always had a fresh 
angle on

 life.










6.
 
one part of a larger subject, event, or problem




•
 
a black prosecutor who downplayed the racial angle




•
 
his chosen angle was the language of the Old Testament.










7.
 
a bias or point of view




•
 
Zimmer saw the world from an angle that few could understand.










8.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Astrology]

 each of the four mundane houses (the first, fourth, seventh, and tenth of the twelve divisions of the heavens) that extend counterclockwise from the cardinal points of the compass.




9.
 
angle iron or a similar construction material made of another metal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct or incline at an angle




•
 
Anna angled her camera toward the tree




•
 
he angled his chair so that he could watch her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or be inclined at an angle




•
 
the cab angled across two lanes and skidded to a stop




•
 
the sun angled into the dining room.










3.
 
present (information) to reflect a particular view or have a particular focus.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at an angle






in a direction or at an inclination markedly different from parallel, vertical, or horizontal with respect to an implicit baseline




•
 
she wore her beret at an angle




•
 
an armchair was drawn up 
at an angle to

 his desk.















2.
 
from all angles






from every direction or point of view




•
 
they come shooting at us from all angles




•
 
looking at the problem from all angles.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
angulus

 ‘corner.’






angle2


 
/ˈaNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish with rod and line




•
 
there are no big fish left to 
angle for

 .










2.
 
seek something desired by indirectly prompting someone to offer it




•
 
Ralph had begun to 
angle for

 an invitation




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
her husband was angling to get into the Cabinet.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a fishhook.











– origin

 Old English 
angul

 (noun); the verb dates from late Middle English.






Angle

 
/ˈaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Germanic people, originally inhabitants of what is now Schleswig-Holstein, who migrated to England in the 5th century 
AD

 . The Angles founded kingdoms in Mercia, Northumbria, and East Anglia and gave their name to England and the English.











– origin

 from Latin 
Anglus

 , (plural) 
Angli

 ‘the people of 
Angul

 ,’ a district of Schleswig (now in northern Germany), so called because of its shape; of Germanic origin, related to Old English 
angul

 (see angle
 2
 ). Compare with English
 .





angle bracket

 
/ˈaNGɡəl ˌbrakət/






noun



1.
 
either of a pair of marks in the form , used to enclose words or figures so as to separate them from their context.




2.
 
another term for bracket
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













angled

 
/ˈaNGɡəld/






adjective



1.
 
placed or inclined at an angle to something else




•
 
he sent an angled shot into the net




•
 
a sharply angled flight of stairs.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of an object or shape) having an angle or angles of a specified type or number




•
 
a right-angled bend




•
 
an obtuse-angled triangle.










3.
 
(of information) presented so as to reflect a particular view or to have a particular focus.













angle iron

 
/ˈaNGɡəl ˈī(ə)rn/






noun



1.
 
a construction material consisting of pieces of steel with an L-shaped cross-section, able to be bolted together.




2.
 
a piece of angle iron.













angle of attack






noun




the angle between the chord of an airfoil and the direction of the surrounding undisturbed flow of gas or liquid.














angle of incidence






noun






[Physics]

 the angle that an incident line or ray makes with a perpendicular to the surface at the point of incidence.













angle of reflection






noun






[Physics]

 the angle made by a reflected ray with a perpendicular to the reflecting surface.













angle of refraction






noun






[Physics]

 the angle made by a refracted ray with a perpendicular to the refracting surface.













angle of repose






noun




the steepest angle at which a sloping surface formed of a particular loose material is stable.













angler

 
/ˈaNGɡlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who fishes with a rod and line.




•
 
a carp angler.










2.
 
short for anglerfish
 .














anglerfish

 
/ˈaNGɡlərˌfiSH/






noun




a fish that lures prey with a fleshy lobe attached to a filament that arises from the snout and hangs in front of the mouth. Most anglerfishes have a very large head and wide mouth, with a small body and tail.

[Order 
Lophiiformes

 : several families. Some rest motionless on the seabed, in particular those of the family 
Lophiidae

 ; many others are deep-sea fish.]













Anglesey

 
/ˈaNGɡəlsē/






an island in northwestern Wales, separated from the mainland by the Menai Strait; pop. 70,000 (est. 2009).









angle shades






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a European moth with wings patterned in muted green, red, and pink.

[
Phlogophora meticulosa

 , family 
Noctuidae

 and other species.]













Anglian

 
/ˈaNGɡlēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ancient Angles.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
Angli

 (see Angle
 ) + -ian
 .





Anglican

 
/ˈaNGɡləkən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the Church of England or any Church in communion with it.








II.
 
noun




a member of any of the Anglican Churches.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Anglicanus

 (its adoption suggested by 
Anglicana ecclesia

 ‘the English church’ in the Magna Carta), from 
Anglicus

 , from 
Angli

 (see Angle
 ).





Anglican chant






noun




a method of singing unmetrical psalms and canticles to short harmonized melodies, the first note being extended to accommodate as many syllables as necessary.














Anglican Communion






the group of Christian Churches derived from or related to the Church of England, including the Episcopal Church in the US and other national, provincial, and independent churches. The body's primate is the Archbishop of Canterbury.









Anglicanism

 
/ˈaNGɡləkəˌnizəm/






noun




the faith and practices of the Anglican Christian Churches.













Anglicism

 
/ˈaNGɡləˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or phrase that is peculiar to British English




•
 
this new autobiography is studded with Anglicisms like lorries, plimsolls, and doing a bunk.










2.
 
the quality of being typically English or of favoring English things.




3.
 
a word or phrase borrowed from English into a foreign language




•
 
the French have an irritating Anglicism: un toast.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
Anglicus

 , from 
Angli

 (see Angle
 ) + -ism
 .





anglicize

 
/ˈaNGɡləˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make English in form or character




•
 
he anglicized his name to Goodman




•
 (as 
adj.

 
anglicized

 )
 
an anglicized form of a Navajo word.














II.
 
derivatives





anglicization

 
/ˌaNGɡləsəˈzāSHən /






noun





















angling

 
/ˈaNGɡ(ə)liNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of fishing with a rod and line


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an angling club




•
 
an angling license.



















Anglo

 
/ˈaNGɡlō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a white, English-speaking American as distinct from a Hispanic American


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Anglo neighborhoods.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: independent usage of Anglo-
 .






Anglo-

 
/ˈaNGɡlō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
English




•
 
anglophone.










2.
 
of English origin




•
 
Anglo-Saxon.










3.
 
English and …




•
 
Anglo-Latin.










4.
 
British and …




•
 
Anglo-Indian.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
Anglus

 ‘English.’





Anglo-American





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to both Britain and the US




•
 
the older Anglo-American conception of the American as an offshoot of the Anglo-Saxons.










2.
 
of English descent, but born or living in the US.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an American born in England or of English ancestry.




2.
 
an American whose native tongue is English.













Anglo-Catholic

 
/ˈˌaNGɡlō ˈkaTH(ə)lik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Anglo-Catholicism.








II.
 
noun




a member of an Anglo-Catholic Church.













Anglo-Catholicism






noun




a tradition within the Anglican Church that is close to Catholicism in its doctrine and worship and is broadly identified with High Church Anglicanism. Anglo-Catholicism grew out of the Oxford Movement of the 1830s and 1840s.













Anglo-Celt

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈkelt/





I.
 
noun




a person of British or Irish descent (typically used outside Britain and Ireland).








II.
 
derivatives





Anglo-Celtic






adjective





















Anglocentric

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈsentrik/






adjective




centered on or considered in terms of England or Britain




•
 
an Anglocentric, white view of Australian history.



















Anglo-French

 
/aNGɡlōˈfren(t)SH/






adjective



1.
 
relating to both England (or Britain) and France




•
 
the possible signing of an Anglo-French treaty




•
 
Anglo-French relations.










2.
 
of mixed English (or British) and French parentage or origin




•
 
wealthy Anglo-French families in the wine trade




•
 
the Anglo-French firm is now the UK's biggest producer of electricity.



















Anglo-Indian

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈindēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or involving both Britain and India




•
 
Anglo-Indian business cooperation.










2.
 
(especially of a person living in South Asia) of mixed British and Indian parentage.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 of British descent or birth but living or having lived long in India.








II.
 
noun




an Anglo-Indian person.













Anglo-Irish

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈīriSH/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to both Britain and Ireland (or specifically the Republic of Ireland).




2.
 
of English descent but born or resident in Ireland.




3.
 
of mixed English and Irish parentage.













Anglo-Irish Treaty






an agreement signed in 1921 by representatives of the British government and the provisional Irish Republican government, which gave southern Ireland dominion status as the Irish Free State in 1922.









Anglo-Latin

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈlatn/





I.
 
noun




the form of Latin used in medieval England.








II.
 
adjective




of, in, or relating to Anglo-Latin.













Anglomania

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈmānēə/






noun




excessive admiration of English customs.













Anglo-Norman French

 
Anglo-Norman





I.
 
noun




the variety of Norman French used in England after the Norman Conquest. It remained the language of the English nobility for several centuries and has had a strong influence on legal phraseology in English.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Anglo-Norman French.













Anglophile

 
/ˈaNGɡləˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who is fond of or greatly admires England or Britain.








II.
 
adjective




fond or admiring of England or Britain.








III.
 
derivatives





Anglophilia

 
/ˌaNGɡləˈfilēə /






noun





















Anglophobe

 
/ˈaNGɡləˌfōb/





I.
 
noun




a person having a strong dislike of England or Britain.








II.
 
derivatives





Anglophobia

 
/ˌaNGɡləˈfōbēə /






noun





















anglophone

 
/ˈaNGɡləˌfōn/





I.
 
adjective




English-speaking




•
 
anglophone students




•
 
the population is largely anglophone.














II.
 
noun




an English-speaking person.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (as a noun; rare before the 1960s): from Anglo-
 + -phone
 , on the pattern of 
francophone

 .






Anglo-Saxon

 
/ˌaNGɡlōˈsaksən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting the Germanic inhabitants of England from their arrival in the 5th century up to the Norman Conquest.




2.
 
of English descent.




3.
 
of, in, or relating to the Old English language.




4.
 


‹informal›

 (of an English word or expression) plain, in particular vulgar




•
 
using a lot of good old Anglo-Saxon expletives.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a Germanic inhabitant of England between the 5th century and the Norman Conquest.




2.
 
a person of English descent.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 any white, English-speaking person.




4.
 
another term for Old English
 .




5.
 


‹informal›

 plain English, in particular vulgar slang.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Anglo-Saxones

 (plural), medieval Latin 
Angli Saxones

 .





Anglosphere

 
/ˈaNGɡləˌsfir, ˈaNGɡlōˌsfir/






noun




(
the Anglosphere

 )
 — the countries where English is the main native language, considered collectively.













Angola

 
/aNGˈɡōlə/







1.
 
a republic on the western coast of southern Africa; pop. 12,799,300 (est. 2009); capital, Luanda; languages, Portuguese (official), Bantu languages.





Angola was a Portuguese possession from the end of the 16th century until it achieved independence in 1975. Independence was followed by years of civil war, chiefly between the ruling Marxist MPLA and the UNITA movement; this was halted by the signing of a ceasefire in 2002.









Angolan

 
/aNGˈɡōlən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Angola or its people




•
 
Angolan agriculture is dominated by small-scale subsistence farmers.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Angola, or a person of Angolan descent




•
 
many Angolans are bilingual.



















angora

 
/aNGˈɡôrə/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a cat, goat, or rabbit of a long-haired breed




•
 
angora rabbits.










2.
 
a fabric made from the hair of the angora goat or rabbit




•
 
an angora cardigan.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a long-haired breed): from the place name Angora
 .






Angora

 
/aNGˈɡôrə/






former name (until 1930) of Ankara
 .









angora wool






noun




a mixture of sheep's wool and angora rabbit hair.













angostura

 
/ˌaNGɡəˈst(y)o͝orə /

 
angostura bark





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic bitter bark from some South American trees, used as a flavoring, and formerly as a tonic and to reduce fever.

[This bark is taken from the trees 
Angostura febrifuga

 and 
Galipea officinalis

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]




2.
 
short for Angostura bitters
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the place name Angostura
 .






Angostura

 
/ˌaNGɡəˈst(y)o͝orə/






former name (until 1846) for Ciudad Bolívar
 .










Angostura bitters






noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of tonic first made in Angostura.













angrily

 
/ˈaNGɡrəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner resulting from or betraying anger




•
 
workers reacted angrily to the announcement.










2.
 
stormily or threateningly




•
 
the sky was black and thundered angrily.




















angry

 
/ˈaNGɡrē/






adjective



1.
 
having a strong feeling of or showing annoyance, displeasure, or hostility; full of anger




•
 
why are you 
angry with

 me?




•
 
an angry customer




•
 
Christine had 
made him angry






•
 
I'm 
angry that

 she didn't call me.










2.
 
(of the sea or sky) stormy, turbulent, or threatening




•
 
the wild, angry sea.










3.
 
(of a wound or sore) red and inflamed




•
 
her skin was splotched with angry red burns.



















angry white male






noun






‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly US)

 a politically conservative or antiliberal white man.













angry young man






noun



1.
 
a young man dissatisfied with and outspoken against existing social and political structures.




2.
 
(
Angry Young Men

 )
 — a number of British playwrights and novelists of the early 1950s whose work was marked by irreverence toward the Establishment and disgust at the survival of class distinctions and privilege. Notable members of the group were John Osborne and Kingsley Amis.













angst

 
/äNG(k)st/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of deep anxiety or dread, typically an unfocused one about the human condition or the state of the world in general




•
 
adolescent angst.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a feeling of persistent worry about something trivial




•
 
my hair causes me angst.

















– origin

 1920s: from German, ‘fear, anxiety.’





angst-ridden

 
/ˈaNG(k)stˌridn ˈäNG(k)stˌridn/






adjective




filled with deep anxiety, especially about oneself or about the nature of existence




•
 
frustrated, angst-ridden teenagers.




















Ångström, Anders Jonas

 
/ˈôNGstrəm, ˈaNG-/






(1814–1874), Swedish physicist. He proposed a relationship between the emission and absorption spectra of chemical elements and measured optical wavelengths in the unit later named in his honor.









angstrom

 
/ˈaNGstrəm /

 
ångström
 , angstrom unit
 , Å





I.
 
noun




a unit of length equal to one hundred-millionth of a centimeter, 10–10
 meter, used mainly to express wavelengths and interatomic distances.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after A. J. 
Ångström

 (see Ångström, Anders Jonas
 ).





Anguilla

 
/aNGˈɡwilə/





I.
 
the northernmost island of the Leeward Islands in the West Indies; pop. 14,400 (est. 2009); capital, The Valley. Formerly a British colony and briefly united with St. Kitts and Nevis in 1967, it is now a self-governing British overseas territory.




II.
 
derivatives





Anguillan






adjective, noun






















anguish

 
/ˈaNGɡwiSH/





I.
 
noun




severe mental or physical pain or suffering




•
 
she shut her eyes 
in anguish






•
 
Philip gave a cry of anguish.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be extremely distressed about something




•
 
he anguished over how to reply.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
angustia

 ‘tightness,’ (plural) ‘straits, distress,’ from 
angustus

 ‘narrow.’





anguished

 
/ˈaNGɡwiSHt/





I.
 
adjective




experiencing or expressing severe mental or physical pain or suffering




•
 
he gave an anguished cry




•
 
when she turned, her face was anguished.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: past participle of anguish
 
(

 verb) in the rare sense ‘distress with severe mental or physical pain,’ from Old French 
anguissier

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
angustiare

 ‘to distress,’ from Latin 
angustia

 (see anguish
 ).





angular

 
/ˈaNGɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object, outline, or shape) having angles or sharp corners




•
 
angular chairs




•
 
Adam's angular black handwriting.










2.
 
(of a person or part of their body) lean and having a prominent bone structure




•
 
her angular face.










3.
 
(of a person's way of moving) not flowing smoothly; awkward or jerky




•
 
his movements were stiff and angular




•
 


‹figurative›

 the music is angular and sardonic.










4.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 denoting physical properties or quantities measured with reference to or by means of an angle, especially those associated with rotation




•
 
angular acceleration.










5.
 


[Astrology]

 located in or relating to one of the houses that begin at the four cardinal points.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
angularity

 
/ˌaNGɡyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
angularly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an astrological term): from Latin 
angularis

 , from 
angulus

 (see angle
 1
 ).





angular diameter






noun






[Astronomy]

 the apparent diameter of a planet or other celestial object measured by the angle that it subtends at the point of observation.













angular momentum






noun






[Physics]

 the quantity of rotation of a body, which is the product of its moment of inertia and its angular velocity.













angular velocity






noun






[Physics]

 the rate of change of angular position of a rotating body.













angulate

 
/ˈaNGɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 hold, bend, or distort (a part of the body, especially of an animal) so as to form an angle or angles


(as 
adj.

 
angulated

 )


•
 
the hindquarters are more strongly angulated than the forequarters.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Skiing]

 incline (the upper body) sideways and outward during a turn


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
angulate slightly with the knees.














II.
 
derivatives





angulation

 
/aNGɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as 
angulated

 , used chiefly as a botanical or zoological term): from Latin 
angulatus

 , past participle of 
angulare

 , from 
angulus

 ‘angle.’





angwantibo

 
/aNGˈ(ɡ)wän(t)əˌbō/





I.
 
noun




a small rare nocturnal primate of west central Africa, related to the potto.

[
Arctocebus calabarensis

 , family 
Lorisidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Efik.





anharmonic

 
/ˌanhärˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 relating to or denoting motion that is not simple harmonic.








II.
 
derivatives





anharmonicity

 
/anˌhärməˈnisitē /






noun





















anhedonia

 
/ˌanhēˈdōnēə, -hi-/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 inability to feel pleasure.








II.
 
derivatives





anhedonic

 
/-ˈdänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
anhédonie

 , from Greek 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
hēdonē

 ‘pleasure.’






anhedral

 
/anˈhēdrəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Crystallography]

 (of a crystal) having no plane faces.








II.
 
noun






[Aeronautics]

 downward inclination of an aircraft's wing, or the angle of this.

Compare with dihedral
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as an adjective): from an-
 1
 ‘not’ + 
-hedral

 (see -hedron
 ).






anhinga

 
/anˈhiNGɡə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a long-necked fish-eating bird related to the cormorants, typically found in fresh water. Anhingas spear fish with their long pointed bills and frequently swim submerged to the neck.

Also called darter
 , snakebird
 . [Family 
Anhingidae

 and genus 
Anhinga

 : four species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi 
áyinga

 .





Anhui

 
/ˌänˈhwā /

 
Anhwei






a province in eastern China; capital, Hefei.










anhydride

 
/anˈhīˌdrīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the compound obtained by removing the elements of water from a particular acid.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —C(O)OC(O)—, derived from a carboxylic acid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anudros

 (see anhydrous
 ) + -ide
 .





anhydrite

 
/anˈhīˌdrīt/





I.
 
noun




a white mineral consisting of anhydrous calcium sulfate. It typically occurs in evaporite deposits.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
anudros

 (see anhydrous
 ) + -ite
 1
 .






anhydrous

 
/anˈhīdrəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a substance, especially a crystalline compound) containing no water.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
anudros

 (from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
hudōr

 ‘water’) + -ous
 .





ani

 
/äˈnē/





I.
 
noun




a glossy black long-tailed bird of the cuckoo family, with a large deep bill, found in Central and South America.

[Genus 
Crotophaga

 , family 
Cuculidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
ani

 , Portuguese 
anum

 , from Tupi 
anũ

 .






aniline

 
/ˈanələn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless oily liquid present in coal tar. It is used in the manufacture of dyes, drugs, and plastics, and was the basis of the earliest synthetic dyes.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 NH2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
anil

 ‘indigo’ (from which it was originally obtained), via French and Portuguese from Arabic 
an-nīl

 (from Sanskrit 
nīlī

 , from 
nīla

 ‘dark blue’).





aniline dye






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a synthetic dye, especially one made from aniline.













anilingus

 
/ˌānəˈliNGɡəs/





I.
 
noun




sexual stimulation of the anus by the tongue or mouth.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
anus

 ‘anus’ on the pattern of 
cunnilingus

 .






anima

 
/ˈanəmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 Jung's term for the feminine part of a man's personality.

Often contrasted with animus
 (
sense

 3).




2.
 


[Psychology]

 the part of the psyche that is directed inward, and is in touch with the subconscious.

Often contrasted with persona
 .











– origin

 1920s: from Latin, literally ‘mind, soul.’





animadversion

 
/ˌanəmadˈvərZH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 criticism or censure




•
 
her animadversion against science.










2.
 


‹formal›

 a comment or remark, especially a critical one




•
 
animadversions that the poet receives quite humbly.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
animadversio(n-)

 , from the verb 
animadvertere

 (see animadvert
 ).






animadvert

 
/ˌanəmadˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
animadvert on/upon/against

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 pass criticism or censure on; speak out against




•
 
we shall be obliged to animadvert most severely upon you in our report




•
 
many travelers animadvert against their own towns and cities.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pay attention to’): from Latin 
animadvertere

 , from 
animus

 ‘mind’ + 
advertere

 (from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn’).






animal

 
/ˈanəməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a living organism that feeds on organic matter, typically having specialized sense organs and nervous system and able to respond rapidly to stimuli




•
 
animals such as spiders




•
 
wild animals adapt badly to a caged life




•
 
humans are the only animals who weep.










2.
 
a living organism other than a human being




•
 
are humans superior to animals, or just different?










3.
 
a mammal, as opposed to a bird, reptile, fish, or insect




•
 
the snowfall seemed to have chased all birds, animals, and men indoors.










4.
 
a person whose behavior is regarded as devoid of human attributes or civilizing influences, especially someone who is very cruel, violent, or repulsive




•
 
those men have to be animals—what they did to that boy was savage.










5.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a particular type of person or thing




•
 
I am a political animal




•
 
the government that followed the election was a very 
different animal

 .











Animals are generally distinguished from plants by being unable to synthesize organic molecules from inorganic ones, so that they have to feed on plants or on other animals. They are typically able to move about, although this ability is sometimes restricted to a particular stage in the life cycle. The great majority of animals are invertebrates, of which there are some thirty phyla; the vertebrates constitute but a single subphylum. See also higher animals
 , lower animals
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of animals




•
 
a wide range of animal species




•
 
animal welfare.










2.
 
of animals as distinct from plants




•
 
tissues of animal and vegetable protein.










3.
 
characteristic of the physical and instinctive needs of animals; of the flesh rather than the spirit or intellect




•
 
a crude surrender to animal lust.

















– origin

 Middle English: as a noun from Latin 
animal

 , based on Latin 
animalis

 ‘having breath,’ from 
anima

 ‘breath’; as an adjective via Old French, from Latin 
animalis

 .





animal cracker






noun




a type of sweet cracker or cookie made in the shapes of various animals.













animalcule

 
/ˌanəˈmalkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a microscopic animal.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
animalculum

 , from 
animal

 ‘an animal’ + -cule
 .





animal husbandry

 
/ˈanəməl ˈhəzbəndrē/






noun




the science of breeding and caring for farm animals.













animalism

 
/ˈanəməˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
behavior that is characteristic of or appropriate to animals, particularly in being physical and instinctive.




2.
 
religious worship of or concerning animals.













animalistic

 
/ˌanəməˈlistik/






adjective



1.
 
characteristic of animals, particularly in being physical and instinctive




•
 
these dogs are an extension of their owners' animalistic tendencies.










2.
 
relating to or practicing the religious worship of animals




•
 
images of animalistic ritual costumes spring to mind.



















animality

 
/ˌanəˈmalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
animal nature or character




•
 
a prehuman condition of animality.










2.
 
physical, instinctive behavior or qualities




•
 
what attracted me to her was her animality.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
animalité

 , from 
animal

 (adjective), from Latin 
animalis

 ‘animate, living’ (see animal
 ).





animalize

 
/ˈanəməˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make into or like an animal.








II.
 
derivatives





animalization

 
/ˌanəmələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌanəməˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















animal life






noun




animals collectively, especially those native to a particular region, habitat, or geological period




•
 
early animal life in the oceans




•
 
an impressive diversity of animal life.



















animal magnetism






noun



1.
 
a quality of sexual attractiveness




•
 
he had an animal magnetism that women found irresistible.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a supposed emanation to which the action of hypnotism was ascribed.













animal pole






noun






[Embryology]

 the portion of an ovum that contains the nucleus and less yolk, opposite the vegetal pole.













animal rightist






noun




a person who campaigns for the rights of animals to live free from human exploitation and abuse




•
 
animal rightists hurled themselves between the harpoons and the whale.



















animal rights

 
/ˈanəməl rīts/






plural noun




rights believed to belong to animals to live free from use in medical research, hunting, and other services to humans.













animal spirits






plural noun




natural exuberance.














animate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈanəˌmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring to life




•
 
the desert is like a line drawing waiting to be animated with color.










2.
 
give inspiration, encouragement, or renewed vigor to




•
 
she has animated the nation with a sense of political direction.










3.
 
(usu. 
be animated

 )
 — give (a movie or character) the appearance of movement using animation techniques.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈanəmət /



1.
 
alive or having life (often as a contrast with inanimate
 )




•
 
all of creation, animate and inanimate.










2.
 
lively and active




•
 
party photos of animate socialites.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
animat-

 ‘instilled with life,’ from the verb 
animare

 , from 
anima

 ‘life, soul.’






animated

 
/ˈanəˌmādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of life or excitement; lively




•
 
an animated conversation.










2.
 
(of a movie or image) made using animation techniques




•
 
an animated version of the classic fairy tale.














II.
 
derivatives





animatedly

 
/ˈanəˌmādidlē /






adverb





















animatic

 
/ˌanəˈmadik/





I.
 
noun




a preliminary version of a movie, produced by shooting successive sections of a storyboard and adding a soundtrack.











– origin

 1970s: from 
animat(ed)

 + -ic
 , or a blend of animated
 and schematic
 .






animation

 
/ˌanəˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being full of life or vigor; liveliness




•
 
they started talking with animation.










2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 the state of being alive.




3.
 
the technique of photographing successive drawings or positions of puppets or models to create an illusion of movement when the movie is shown as a sequence


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
animation techniques




•
 
animations as backdrops for live action.










4.
 
(also 
computer animation

 )
 — the manipulation of electronic images by means of a computer in order to create moving images.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘encouragement’): from Latin 
animatio(n-)

 , from 
animare

 ‘instill with life’ (see animate
 ). Sense 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





animato

 
/ˌanəˈmädō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially as a direction) in an animated manner.








II.
 
noun




a passage marked animato.











– origin

 Italian.





animator

 
/ˈanimādər/






noun




a person who makes animated films




•
 
usually animators make a series of drawings on paper or on the computer.




















animatronics

 
/ˌanəməˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the technique of making and operating lifelike robots, typically for use in film or other entertainment.








II.
 
derivatives





animatronic

 
/ˌanəməˈtränik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: blend of animated
 and electronics
 .






anime

 
/ˈanəˌmā/





I.
 
noun




a style of Japanese film and television animation, typically aimed at adults as well as children.

Compare with manga
 .











– origin

 1980s: Japanese, shortened from 
animēshon

 , based on English animation
 .





animism

 
/ˈanəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the attribution of a soul to plants, inanimate objects, and natural phenomena.




2.
 
the belief in a supernatural power that organizes and animates the material universe.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
animist

 
/ˈanəməst /






noun













2.
 
animistic

 
/ˌanəˈmistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
anima

 ‘life, soul’ + -ism
 .





animosity

 
/ˌanəˈmäsədē/





I.
 
noun




strong hostility




•
 
he no longer felt any 
animosity toward

 her




•
 
the 
animosity between

 the king and his brother




•
 
the five decided to put aside their animosities.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘spirit, courage’): from Old French 
animosité

 or late Latin 
animositas

 , from 
animosus

 ‘spirited,’ from Latin 
animus

 ‘spirit, mind.’ The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





animus

 
/ˈanəməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hostility or ill feeling




•
 
the author's animus toward her.










2.
 
motivation to do something




•
 
the reformist animus came from within the Party.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 Jung's term for the masculine part of a woman's personality.

Often contrasted with anima
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘spirit, mind.’






anion

 
/ˈanˌīən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a negatively charged ion, i.e., one that would be attracted to the anode in electrolysis.

The opposite of cation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





anionic

 
/ˌanīˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from anode
 or ana-
 + ion
 .






anise

 
/ˈanəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Mediterranean plant of the parsley family, cultivated for its aromatic seeds, which are used in cooking and herbal medicine.

[
Pimpinella anisum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 . See also aniseed
 .]




2.
 
an Asian or American tree or shrub that bears fruit with an aniseedlike odor.

[Genus 
Illicium

 , family 
Illiciaceae

 : many species, esp. 
star anise

 (
I. verum

 ), used in Chinese cooking.]











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
anisum

 , from Greek 
anison

 ‘anise, dill.’






aniseed

 
/ˈanə(s)ˌsēd/





I.
 
noun




the seed of the anise, used in cooking and herbal medicine.











– origin

 late Middle English: from anise
 + seed
 .





anisette

 
/ˌanəˈset ˌanəˈzet/





I.
 
noun




a liqueur flavored with aniseed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
anis

 (see anise
 ).






anisogamy

 
/ˌanīˈsäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 sexual reproduction by the fusion of dissimilar gametes.

Often contrasted with isogamy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





anisogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
anisos

 ‘unequal’ + 
-gamy

 (from 
gamos

 ‘marriage’).






anisotropic

 
/anˌīsəˈtrōpik, -ˈträpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 (of an object or substance) having a physical property that has a different value when measured in different directions. A simple example is wood, which is stronger along the grain than across it.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a property or phenomenon) varying in magnitude according to the direction of measurement.








II.
 
derivatives





anisotropy

 
/ˌanīˈsätrəpē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
anisos

 ‘unequal’ + 
tropos

 ‘turn’ + -ic
 .





Anjou1


 
/ˈänZHo͞o/






a former province of western France, on the Loire River. It was an English possession 1154–1204.









Anjou2


 
/ˈänZHo͞o/






noun




an egg-shaped variety of pear. The most popular type has bright green skin.














Ankara

 
/ˈäNGkərə ˈaNGkərə/






the capital of Turkey since 1923; pop. 3,763,600 (est. 2007). Prominent in Roman times as Ancyra, it later declined in importance until chosen by Kemal Atatürk in 1923 as his seat of government.

Former name (until 1930) Angora
 .









ankh

 
/äNGk/





I.
 
noun




an object or design resembling a cross but having a loop instead of the top arm, used in ancient Egypt as a symbol of life.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Egyptian, literally ‘life, soul.’






ankle

 
/ˈaNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the joint connecting the foot with the leg


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an ankle injury.










2.
 
the narrow part of the leg between the foot and the calf




•
 
her slim ankles




•
 
I stood 
up to my ankles in

 snow




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
ankle socks.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 leave




•
 
he ankled the series to do a movie.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 walk.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
ankling

 )
 — flex the ankles while cycling in order to increase pedaling efficiency.











– origin

 Old English 
ancleow

 , of Germanic origin; superseded in Middle English by forms from Old Norse; related to Dutch 
enkel

 and German 
Enkel

 , from an Indo-European root shared by angle
 1
 .





ankle-biter

 
/ˈaNGkəl ˌbīdər/






noun






‹humorous›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a child




•
 
traveling overseas with an ankle-biter has its advantages.



















ankle bone

 
/ˈaNGkəl bōn/






noun




the chief bone of the ankle joint; the talus.













ankle boot






noun




a boot that reaches to or just above the ankle




•
 
she wore gray skinny jeans and high-heeled ankle boots.



















ankle-deep

 
/ˌaNGk(ə)lˈdēp/






adjective, adverb




of or at a depth or height to reach the ankles


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the cool ankle-deep water of the pool




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she stood ankle-deep in the water.



















anklet

 
/ˈaNGklət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sock that reaches just above the ankle.




2.
 
an ornament worn around an ankle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from ankle
 + -let
 , on the pattern of 
bracelet

 .





ankylosaur

 
/ˈaNGkiləˌsôr /

 
ankylosaurus





I.
 
noun




a heavily built quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur primarily of the Cretaceous period, armored with bony plates.

[Infraorder 
Ankylosauria

 , order 
Ornithischia

 : several genera, in particular 
Ankylosaurus

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





ankylosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ankylosaurus

 , from Greek 
ankulos

 (see ankylosis
 ) + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





ankylose

 
/ˈaNGkəlōs ˈaNGkəlōz/





I.
 
verb




(
be/become ankylosed

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of bones or a joint) be or become stiffened or united by ankylosis.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: back-formation from ankylosis
 , on the pattern of words such as 
anastomose

 .






ankylosing spondylitis

 
/ˈaNGkəˌlōsiNG ˌspəndlˈītis, -ˌlōziNG/






noun






[Medicine]

 a form of spinal arthritis, chiefly affecting young males, that eventually causes ankylosis of vertebral and sacro-iliac joints.














ankylosis

 
/ˈaNGkəˌlōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal stiffening and immobility of a joint due to fusion of the bones.








II.
 
derivatives





ankylotic

 
/-ˈlätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
ankulōsis

 , from 
ankuloun

 ‘to crook,’ from 
ankulos

 ‘crooked.’





anlage

 
/ˈanläɡə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the rudimentary basis of a particular organ or other part, especially in an embryo.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, ‘foundation, basis.’





Ann, Cape

 
/an/






a peninsula in northeastern Massachusetts, noted for its resorts and scenery.










Annaba

 
/əˈnäbə/






a port of northeastern Algeria; pop. 205,600 (est. 2009). The modern town is adjacent to the site of Hippo Regius, a prominent city in Roman Africa and the home and bishopric of St. Augustine of Hippo from 396 to 430.

Former name Bône
 .









an-Najaf

 
/ˌan ˈnajaf/






another name for Najaf
 .









annalist

 
/ˈan(ə)ləst/





I.
 
noun




a person who writes annals.








II.
 
derivatives





annalistic

 
/ˌan(ə)lˈistik /






adjective





















annals

 
/ˈanlz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
a record of events year by year




•
 
eighth-century Northumberland annals.










2.
 
historical records




•
 
the annals of the famous European discoverers




•
 


‹figurative›

 the deed will live forever in the annals of infamy.










3.
 
(
Annals

 )
 — used in the titles of learned journals




•
 
Annals of Internal Medicine.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
annales (libri

 ) ‘yearly (books),’ from 
annus

 ‘year.’





Annan, Kofi

 
/əˈnän/






(1938–), Ghanaian diplomat; secretary general of the United Nations 1997–2007; full name 
Kofi Atta Annan

 .









Annandale

 
/ˈanənˌdāl/






a residential suburb in northern Virginia, southwest of Washington, DC; pop. 54,994 (2000).









Annapolis

 
/əˈnap(ə)ləs/






the state capital of Maryland, on the western coast of Chesapeake Bay; pop. 36,524 (est. 2008). It is the home of the US Naval Academy.









Annapurna

 
/ˌanəˈpərnə/






a ridge of the Himalayas, in north central Nepal. Its highest peak rises to 26,503 ft. (8,078 m.).









Ann Arbor

 
/ˌan ˈärbər/






a city in southeastern Michigan, home to the University of Michigan; pop. 114,386 (est. 2008).









Anna's hummingbird

 
/ˌanəz ˈhəmiNGbərd/





I.
 
noun




a North American hummingbird that lives chiefly in California. The male has an iridescent rose-red head and throat.

[
Calypte anna

 , family 
Trochilidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Anna

 , the wife of Prince François Massena (
c.

 1795–1863), Duc de Ravoli, who obtained the original specimen.





annatto

 
/əˈnädō /

 
anatto





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an orange-red dye obtained from the pulp of a tropical fruit, used for coloring foods and fabric.




2.
 
the tropical American tree that yields the fruit from which annatto is obtained.

[
Bixa orellana

 , family 
Bixaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Carib.





Anne

 
/an/






(1665–1714), queen of England and Scotland (known as Great Britain from 1707) and Ireland 1702–14. The last of the Stuart monarchs and daughter of the Catholic James II (but herself a Protestant), she succeeded her brother-in-law William III to the throne.









Anne, Princess






Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise, the Princess Royal (1950–), daughter of Queen Elizabeth II. Her two children are Peter (1977–) and Zara (1981–), by her former husband, 
Mark Philips

 (1948–).









Anne, St.






traditionally the mother of the Virgin Mary; first mentioned by name in the apocryphal gospel of James (2nd century). Feast day, July 26.









anneal

 
/əˈnēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heat (metal or glass) and allow it to cool slowly, in order to remove internal stresses and toughen it.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 recombine (DNA) in the double-stranded form following separation by heat.








II.
 
derivatives





annealer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
onǣlan

 , from 
on

 + 
ǣlan

 ‘burn, bake,’ from 
āl

 ‘fire, burning’ The original sense was ‘set on fire,’ hence (in late Middle English) ‘subject to fire, alter by heating’; sense 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





annelid

 
/ˈanəˌlid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a segmented worm of the phylum 
Annelida

 , such as an earthworm or leech.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting annelids.








III.
 
derivatives





annelidan

 
/əˈnelidn /






noun, adjective





















Annelida

 
/əˈnelidə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large phylum that comprises the segmented worms, which include earthworms, lugworms, and leeches.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from French 
(animaux) annelés

 ‘ringed (animals),’ from Old French 
anel

 ‘a ring,’ from Latin 
anellus

 , diminutive of 
anulus

 ‘a ring.’





Anne of Cleves

 
/ˌan əv ˈklēvz/






(1515–57), fourth wife of Henry VIII. The politically arranged marriage was dissolved after only six months.









annex





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈneks ˈaneks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
append or add as an extra or subordinate part, especially to a document




•
 
the first ten amendments were 
annexed to

 the Constitution in 1791




•
 (as 
adj.

 
annexed

 )
 
the annexed diagram.










2.
 
add (territory) to one's own territory by appropriation




•
 
the left bank of the Rhine was annexed by France in 1797.










3.
 


‹informal›

 take for oneself; appropriate




•
 
it was bad enough that Richard should have annexed his girlfriend.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 add or attach as a condition or consequence.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈaneks /



1.
 
a building joined to or associated with a main building, providing additional space or accommodations.




2.
 
an addition to a document




•
 
an annex to the report.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
annexer

 , from Latin 
annectere

 ‘connect,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
nectere

 ‘tie, fasten.’





annexation

 
/ˌanekˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of annexing something, especially territory




•
 
the annexation of Austria.














II.
 
derivatives





annexationist

 
/ˌanekˈsāSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective





















Annigoni, Pietro

 
/ˌänəˈɡōnē/






(1910–88), Italian painter. One of the few 20th-century artists to practice the techniques of the Old Masters, he is noted for his portraits of Queen Elizabeth II (1955, 1970) and of President John F. Kennedy (1961).









annihilate

 
/əˈnīəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy utterly; obliterate




•
 
a simple bomb of this type could annihilate them all




•
 
a crusade to annihilate evil.










2.
 
defeat utterly




•
 
the stronger force annihilated its opponent virtually without loss.










3.
 


[Physics]

 convert (a subatomic particle) into radiant energy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
annihilator

 
/əˈnīəˌlādər /






noun













2.
 
annihilation

 
/əˌnīəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as an adjective meaning ‘destroyed, annulled’): from late Latin 
annihilatus

 ‘reduced to nothing,’ from the verb 
annihilare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
nihil

 ‘nothing.’ The verb sense ‘destroy utterly’ dates from the mid 16th cent.





Anniston

 
/ˈanəstən/






an industrial and military city in northeastern Alabama; pop. 23,662 (est. 2008).









anniversary

 
/ˌanəˈvərs(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the date on which an event took place in a previous year




•
 
the 50th anniversary of the start of World War II




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
anniversary celebrations.










2.
 
the date on which a country or other institution was founded in a previous year




•
 
Canada's 125th anniversary.










3.
 
the date on which a couple was married in a previous year




•
 
he even forgot our tenth anniversary!










4.
 


‹informal›

 the date on which a romance began in a previous month or week.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
anniversarius

 ‘returning yearly,’ from 
annus

 ‘year’ + 
versus

 ‘turning.’





Anno Domini

 
/ˌanō ˈdämənē/





I.
 
adverb




full form of AD
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in the year of the Lord.’






annotate

 
/ˈanəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add notes to (a text or diagram) giving explanation or comment




•
 
documentation should be 
annotated with

 explanatory notes




•
 (as 
adj.

 
annotated

 )
 
an annotated bibliography.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
annotatable






adjective













2.
 
annotator

 
/ˈanəˌtādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
annotat-

 ‘marked,’ from the verb 
annotare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
nota

 ‘a mark.’





annotation

 
/ˌanəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a note of explanation or comment added to a text or diagram




•
 
marginal annotations.










2.
 
the action of annotating a text or diagram




•
 
annotation of prescribed texts.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
annotatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
annotare

 (see annotate
 ).





announce

 
/əˈnouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
make a public and typically formal declaration about a fact, occurrence, or intention


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the president's office announced that the state of siege would be lifted




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he announced his retirement from football




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I have a confession to make,” she announced.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make known




•
 
we announce our failures by warring against ourselves and others




•
 
these glossy and expensive volumes announce anxiety.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give information about (transportation) in a station or airport via a public address system




•
 
they were announcing her train.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a notice, letter, sound, etc.) give information to (someone) via the senses of sight or hearing




•
 
storms came announced by long wisps that lashed out from a snow cloud's body




•
 
she heard the traditional strains of music announcing her arrival in the church.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make known the arrival or imminence of (a guest or a meal) at a formal social occasion




•
 
dinner was announced.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
annoncer

 , from Latin 
annuntiare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
nuntiare

 ‘declare, announce’ (from 
nuntius

 ‘messenger’).





announcement

 
/əˈnounsmənt/






noun



1.
 
a public and typically formal statement about a fact, occurrence, or intention




•
 
the spokesperson was about to 
make an announcement






•
 
a policy announcement




•
 
he was shaken by her announcement.










2.
 
the action of making a formal statement




•
 
the announcement of the decision of the president.










3.
 
a notice appearing in a newspaper or public place and announcing something such as a birth, death, or marriage




•
 
an announcement is appearing in the 
Morning Post

 tomorrow.










4.
 
a statement of information given over a public address system




•
 
a loudspeaker announcement echoed across the field.



















announcer

 
/əˈnounsər/






noun




a person who announces something, in particular someone who introduces or gives information about programs on radio or television.














annoy

 
/əˈnoi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
irritate (someone); make (someone) a little angry




•
 
your damned cheerfulness has always annoyed me




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
rock music loud enough to annoy.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 harm or attack repeatedly




•
 
a gallant Saxon, who annoyed this Coast.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘be hateful to’): from Old French 
anoier

 (verb), 
anoi

 (noun), based on Latin 
in odio

 in the phrase 
mihi in odio est

 ‘it is hateful to me.’





annoyance

 
/əˈnoiəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling or state of being annoyed; irritation




•
 
a look of annoyance on his face




•
 


annoyance at

 government interference




•
 
he turned his charm on Tara, 
much to

 Herbert's 
annoyance

 .










2.
 
a thing that annoys someone; a nuisance




•
 
the Council found him an annoyance.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
anoiance

 , from 
anoier

 (see annoy
 ).





annoyed

 
/əˈnoid/





I.
 
adjective




slightly angry; irritated




•
 
Kelly was 
annoyed with

 him




•
 
he was 
annoyed at

 being woken up so early.




•
 
I got very annoyed watching the film.














II.
 
derivatives





annoyedly






adverb





















annoying

 
/əˈnoiiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing irritation or annoyance




•
 
annoying habits




•
 
unsolicited calls are annoying.














II.
 
derivatives





annoyingness






noun





















annoyingly

 
/əˈnoiiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that causes irritation or annoyance




•
 
the alarm clock rang annoyingly in her ear




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I was being annoyingly facetious earlier




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
even more annoyingly, I couldn't find my phone.




















annual

 
/ˈany(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring once every year




•
 
the union's annual conference




•
 
the sponsored walk became an annual event




•
 
an annual report.










2.
 
calculated over or covering a period of a year




•
 
annual accounts




•
 
an annual rate of increase




•
 
his basic annual income.










3.
 
(of a plant) living for a year or less, perpetuating itself by seed




•
 
annual flowers.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a book or magazine that is published once a year under the same title but with different contents




•
 
a Christmas annual




•
 
trade journals, annuals, and directories.










2.
 
an annual plant




•
 
sow annuals in spring.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
annuel

 , from late Latin 
annualis

 , based on Latin 
annus

 ‘year.’





annualized

 
/ˈany(o͞o)əˌlīzd/






adjective




(of a rate of interest, inflation, or return on an investment) recalculated as an annual rate




•
 
an annualized yield of about 11.5%.



















annually

 
/ˈanyo͞oəlē/






adverb




once a year; every year




•
 
the prize is awarded annually




•
 
sales are increasing by about 17% annually.



















annual ring






noun




another term for tree ring
 .













annuitant

 
/əˈn(y)o͞oəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a person who receives an annuity.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from annuity
 , on the pattern of 
accountant

 .






annuity

 
/əˈn(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed sum of money paid to someone each year, typically for the rest of their life




•
 
he left her an annuity of $1,000 in his will.










2.
 
a form of insurance or investment entitling the investor to a series of annual sums


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an annuity plan.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
annuité

 , from medieval Latin 
annuitas

 , from Latin 
annuus

 ‘yearly,’ from 
annus

 ‘year.’





annul

 
/əˈnəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
declare invalid (an official agreement, decision, or result)




•
 
the elections were annulled by the general amid renewed protests.










2.
 
declare (a marriage) to have had no legal existence




•
 
her first marriage was finally annulled by His Holiness.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
anuller

 , from late Latin 
annullare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
nullum

 ‘nothing.’





annular

 
/ˈanyələr/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 ring-shaped.








II.
 
derivatives





annularly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
annulaire

 or Latin 
annularis

 , from 
anulus

 , 
annulus

 ‘a ring.’





annular eclipse






noun




an eclipse of the sun in which the edge of the sun remains visible as a bright ring around the moon.













annulate

 
/ˈanyəlāt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 having rings; marked with or formed of rings




•
 
an annulate worm.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
annulated






adjective













2.
 
annulation

 
/ˌanyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
annulatus

 , from 
anulus

 , 
annulus

 ‘a ring.’





annulet

 
/ˈanyələt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a small fillet or band encircling a column.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a charge in the form of a small ring.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
anelet

 , from Latin 
anulus

 , 
annulus

 ‘ring’ + -et
 1
 . The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with the Latin.





annulment

 
/əˈnəlmənt/






noun




the act of annulling something




•
 
the applicant sought the annulment of the decision




•
 
grounds for an annulment.



















annulus

 
/ˈanyələs/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a ring-shaped object, structure, or region.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
anulus

 , 
annulus

 .






annunciate

 
/əˈnənsēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 announce (something).











– origin

 late Middle English (originally as a past participle): from medieval Latin 
annunciat-

 , variant spelling of Latin 
annuntiat-

 ‘announced,’ from the verb 
annuntiare

 .





annunciation

 
/əˌnənsēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the announcement of the Incarnation by the angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:26–38).




2.
 
the church festival commemorating this, held on March 25 (Lady Day).




3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 the announcement of something




•
 
the annunciation of a set of rules applying to the relationships between states.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
annonciation

 , from late Latin 
annuntiatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
annuntiare

 (see annunciate
 ).





annunciator

 
/əˈnənsēˌādər/






noun




a bell, light, or other device that provides information on the state or condition of something by indicating which of several electrical circuits has been activated


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the annunciator panel and warning lights.



















annus horribilis

 
/ˌanəs həˈribələs/





I.
 
noun




a year of disaster or misfortune.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: modern Latin on the pattern of annus mirabilis
 .






annus mirabilis

 
/ˌanəs məˈräbələs/





I.
 
noun




a remarkable or auspicious year.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘wonderful year.’






anoa

 
/əˈnōə/





I.
 
noun




a small deerlike water buffalo, native to Sulawesi.

[Genus 
Bubalus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: a local name.






anode

 
/ˈanōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the positively charged electrode by which the electrons leave a device.

The opposite of cathode
 .




2.
 
the negatively charged electrode of a device supplying current such as a primary cell.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anodal

 
/anˈōdl, āˈnōdl /






adjective













2.
 
anodic

 
/anˈädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anodos

 ‘way up,’ from 
ana

 ‘up’ + 
hodos

 ‘way.’





anodize

 
/ˈanəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
anodized

 )


1.
 
coat (a metal, especially aluminum) with a protective oxide layer by an electrolytic process in which the metal forms the anode.








II.
 
derivatives





anodizer






noun





















anodyne

 
/ˈanəˌdīn/





I.
 
adjective




not likely to provoke dissent or offense; inoffensive, often deliberately so




•
 
anodyne New Age music




•
 
I attempted to keep the conversation as anodyne as possible.














II.
 
noun




a painkilling drug or medicine.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
anōdunos

 ‘painless,’ from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
odunē

 ‘pain.’





anogenital

 
/ˌanōˈjenədl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the anus and genitals.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
ano-

 (combining form of anus
 ) + genital
 .





anoint

 
/əˈnoint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smear or rub with oil, typically as part of a religious ceremony




•
 
high priests were 
anointed with

 oil




•
 
bodies were anointed after death for burial.










2.
 
(
anoint something with

 )
 — smear or rub something with (any other substance)




•
 
Cuna Indians anoint the tips of their arrows with poison.










3.
 
ceremonially confer divine or holy office upon (a priest or monarch) by smearing or rubbing with oil




•
 
the Lord has anointed me to preach to the poor




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
Samuel anointed him king.










4.
 
nominate or choose (someone) as successor to or leading candidate for a position




•
 
he was anointed as the organizational candidate of the party




•
 (as 
adj.

 
anointed

 )
 
his officially anointed heir.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
Anointing of the Sick






(in the Roman Catholic Church) the sacramental anointing of the ill or infirm with blessed oil; unction.









2.
 
God's (or the Lord's) anointed






a monarch ruling by divine right.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anointer






noun













2.
 
anointment

 
/əˈnointmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enoint

 ‘anointed,’ past participle of 
enoindre

 , from Latin 
inungere

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
ungere

 ‘anoint, smear with oil.’





anole

 
/əˌnōlē/





I.
 
noun




a small, mainly arboreal American lizard with a throat fan that (in the male) is typically brightly colored. Anoles have some ability to change color.

Also called chameleon
 . [Genus 
Anolis

 , family 
Iguanidae

 : numerous species, in particular the 
green anole

 (
A. carolinensis

 ), which is popular as a pet.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Carib.





anomalistic month

 
/əˌnäməˌlistik ˈmənTH/






noun




a month measured between successive perigees of the moon (approximately 27½ days).














anomalistic year






noun




a year measured between successive perihelia of the earth (approximately 365 ¼ days).














anomalous

 
/əˈnämələs/





I.
 
adjective




deviating from what is standard, normal, or expected




•
 
an anomalous situation




•
 
sentences that are grammatically anomalous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anomalously

 
/əˈnämələslē /






adverb













2.
 
anomalousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
anōmalos

 (from 
an-

 ‘not’ + 
homalos

 ‘even’) + -ous
 .





anomaly

 
/əˈnäməlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something that deviates from what is standard, normal, or expected




•
 
there are a number of anomalies in the present system




•
 
a legal anomaly




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the apparent 
anomaly that

 those who produced the wealth were the poorest




•
 
the position abounds in anomaly.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angular distance of a planet or satellite from its last perihelion or perigee.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
anōmalia

 , from 
anōmalos

 (see anomalous
 ).





anomia

 
/əˈnōmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a form of aphasia in which the patient is unable to recall the names of everyday objects.








II.
 
derivatives





anomic

 
/əˈnämik, əˈnō- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from a-
 1
 ‘without, not’ + Latin 
nomen

 ‘name’ + -ia
 1
 .





anomie

 
/ˈanəˌmē /

 
anomy





I.
 
noun




lack of the usual social or ethical standards in an individual or group




•
 
the theory that high-rise architecture leads to anomie in the residents.














II.
 
derivatives





anomic

 
/əˈnämik, əˈnō- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from French, from Greek 
anomia

 , from 
anomos

 ‘lawless.’





anon

 
/əˈnän/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 soon; shortly




•
 
I'll see you anon.

















– origin

 Old English 
on ān

 ‘into one,’ 
on āne

 ‘in one’ The original sense was ‘in or into one state, course, etc.,’ which developed into the temporal sense ‘at once.’





anon.

 
/əˈnän/






abbreviation




anonymous.













anonymity

 
/ˌanəˈnimədē/






noun



1.
 
the condition of being anonymous




•
 
most people who agreed to talk requested anonymity.










2.
 
lack of outstanding, individual, or unusual features; impersonality




•
 
the anonymity of big city life definitely has its advantages.



















anonymize

 
/əˈnänəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make anonymous




•
 
manuscripts will be anonymized by the editorial assistant.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
anonymized

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 remove identifying particulars from (test results) for statistical or other purposes




•
 
anonymized testing of routine blood samples.














II.
 
derivatives





anonymization

 
/ənänəˌmīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from anonymous
 + -ize
 .






anonymous

 
/əˈnänəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not identified by name; of unknown name




•
 
the anonymous author of 
Beowulf






•
 
the donor's wish to remain anonymous




•
 
an anonymous phone call.










2.
 
having no outstanding, individual, or unusual features; unremarkable or impersonal




•
 
the anonymous black car waiting to take him to the airport




•
 
a faceless, anonymous group.










3.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — used in names of support groups for addicts of a substance or behavior to indicate the confidentiality maintained among members of the group




•
 
Alcoholics Anonymous




•
 
Debtors Anonymous.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
anōnumos

 ‘nameless’ (from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
onoma

 ‘name’) + -ous
 .





anonymous FTP






noun






[Computing]

 part of the File Transfer Protocol (FTP) on the Internet that lets anyone log on to an FTP server, using a general username and without a password.













anonymously

 
/əˈnäniməslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that prevents a person from being identified by name




•
 
Newman published two novels, both anonymously.










2.
 
in a way that produces no outstanding, individual, or unusual features; unremarkably or impersonally




•
 
the anonymously furnished parlor.




















anopheles

 
/əˈnäfəˌlēz /

 
anopheles mosquito





I.
 
noun




a mosquito of a genus that is particularly common in warmer countries and includes the mosquitoes that transmit the malarial parasite to humans.

Compare with culex
 . [Genus 
Anopheles

 , subfamily 
Anophelinae

 , family 
Culicidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





anopheline

 
/-ˌlīn, -lin /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
anōphelēs

 ‘unprofitable, useless.’






Anoplura

 
/ˌanəˈplo͝orə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the sucking lice.




II.
 
derivatives





anopluran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
anoplos

 ‘unarmed’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





anorak

 
/ˈanəˌrak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a waterproof jacket, typically with a hood, of a kind originally used in polar regions.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a studious or obsessive person with unfashionable and largely solitary interests.




•
 
with his thick specs, shabby shoes, and grey suit, he looks a bit of an anorak.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anoraked






adjective













2.
 
anorakish






adjective













3.
 
anoraky






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from Greenlandic 
anoraq

 .





anorectal

 
/ˌanəˈrektəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the anus and rectum.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
ano-rectal

 , from Latin 
ano-

 (combining form of anus
 ) + 
rectal

 (see rectal
 ).






anorexia

 
/ˌanəˈreksēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lack or loss of appetite for food (as a medical condition).




2.
 
(also 
anorexia nervosa

 )
 — an emotional disorder characterized by an obsessive desire to lose weight by refusing to eat.

Compare with bulimia
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
orexis

 ‘appetite.’





anorexic

 
/ˌanəˈreksik /

 
anorectic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, characterized by, or suffering from anorexia.




2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely thin.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person suffering from anorexia.




2.
 
(
anorectic

 )
 — a medicine that produces a loss of appetite.








III.
 
derivatives





anorexically






adverb





















anorgasmia

 
/ˌanôrˈɡazmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 persistent inability to achieve orgasm despite responding to sexual stimulation.








II.
 
derivatives





anorgasmic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from an-
 1
 + orgasm
 + -ia
 1
 .





anorthite

 
/əˈnôrˌTHīt/





I.
 
noun




a calcium-rich mineral of the plagioclase feldspar group, typically white, occurring especially in limestones metamorphosed by contact with an igneous intrusion.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from an-
 1
 + Greek 
orthos

 ‘straight’ + -ite
 1
 .





anorthosite

 
/əˈnôrTHəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a plutonic rock composed largely of calcic plagioclase.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
anorthose

 ‘plagioclase’ + -ite
 1
 .





anosmia

 
/aˈnäzmēə aˈnäsmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the loss of the sense of smell, either total or partial. It may be caused by head injury, infection, or blockage of the nose.








II.
 
derivatives





anosmic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from an-
 2
 + Greek 
osmē

 ‘smell.’






another

 
/əˈnəT͟Hər/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
used to refer to an additional person or thing of the same type as one already mentioned or known about; one more; a further


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
have another drink




•
 
I didn't say another word




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
they have two practices, one in the morning and another in the afternoon




•
 
she was to become 
another of

 his stars.










2.
 
[usu. as 
determiner

 ]
 — used with a proper name to indicate someone or something's similarity to the person or event specified




•
 
they said she was another Jennifer Aniston




•
 
this will not be another Vietnam.










3.
 
used to refer to a different person or thing from one already mentioned or known about


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
come back another day




•
 
his wife left him for another man




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
moving from one place to another




•
 


it is one thing

 to formulate policies and 
quite another

 to implement them.










4.
 
[
determiner

 ]
 — used to refer to someone sharing an attribute in common with the person already mentioned




•
 
his kiss with another man caused a tabloid rumpus.

















– origin

 Middle English: as 
an other

 until the 16th cent.





Anouilh, Jean

 
/äˈno͞oē, änˈwē/






(1910–87), French playwright. Notable works: 
Ring Around the Moon

 (1947), 
Thieves' Carnival

 (1932), and 
Antigone

 (1944).









ANOVA

 
/ˈanōvə əˈnōvə/





I.
 
noun




analysis of variance, a statistical method in which the variation in a set of observations is divided into distinct components.











– origin

 1960s: acronym.





anovulant

 
/əˈnävyələnt /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) preventing ovulation.








II.
 
noun




an anovulant drug.











– origin

 1960s: from an-
 1
 + 
ovul(ation)

 + -ant
 .





anovulatory

 
/anˈävyələˌtôrē/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a menstrual cycle) in which ovulation does not occur.













anoxia

 
/aˈnäksēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 an absence of oxygen.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Medicine]

 an absence or deficiency of oxygen reaching the tissues; severe hypoxia.








II.
 
derivatives





anoxic

 
/aˈnäksik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from an-
 1
 + 
ox(ygen)

 + -ia
 1
 .





ANS






abbreviation




autonomic nervous system.













Anschluss

 
/ˈänˌSHlo͞os/





I.
 
the annexation of Austria by Germany in 1938. Hitler had forced the resignation of the Austrian chancellor by demanding that he admit Nazis into his Cabinet. The new chancellor, a pro-Nazi, invited German troops to enter the country on the pretext of restoring law and order.







– origin

 German, from 
anschliessen

 ‘to join.’





Anselm, St.

 
/ˈanˌselm/






(
c.

 1033–1109), English philosopher and theologian; born in Italy; archbishop of Canterbury 1093–1109. Feast day, April 21.









Anshan

 
/anˈSHan/






a city in Liaoning, China; pop. 1,293,000 (est. 2006). It is situated close to major iron-ore deposits, and China's largest iron and steel complex is nearby.









ANSI

 
/ˈansē/






abbreviation




American National Standards Institute.














answer

 
/ˈansər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing said, written, or done to deal with or as a reaction to a question, statement, or situation




•
 
he knocked and entered without waiting for an answer.










2.
 
a thing written or said in reaction to a question in a test or quiz




•
 
write your answers on a postcard.










3.
 
the correct solution to a question in a test or quiz




•
 
the answer is 280°.










4.
 
a solution to a problem or dilemma




•
 
the 
answer to

 poverty and unemployment is a properly funded range of services.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
answer to

 )
 — a thing or person that imitates or fulfills the same role as something or someone else




•
 
the press called her Britain's answer to Marilyn Monroe.










6.
 


[Law]

 the defendant's reply to the plaintiff's charges.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say or write something to deal with or as a reaction to someone or something


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Of course I can,” she answered




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she answered that she would take nothing but the ring




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she tried to answer his questions truthfully




•
 
I didn't answer him




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Steve was about to answer, but Hazel spoke first.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide the required responses to (a test or quiz)




•
 
answer the questions below for a chance to win a vacation.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
answer back

 )
 — respond impudently or disrespectfully to someone, especially when being criticized or told to do something




•
 
one couldn't argue with a parent; one couldn't answer back




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Mary resisted the temptation to answer her mother back.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — act in reaction to (a sound such as a telephone ringing or a knock or ring on a door)




•
 
David answered the door




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she called Edward's house, hoping he would answer.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
answer to

 )
 — be responsible or report to (someone)




•
 
I answer to the assistant commissioner.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — defend oneself against (a charge, accusation, or criticism)




•
 
he said he would return to Spain to answer all charges.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
answer to

 )
 — be required to explain or justify oneself to (someone)




•
 
you will have the police to answer to.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
answer for

 )
 — be responsible or to blame for




•
 
the dust mite 
has a lot to answer for

 , especially if you are asthmatic.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be suitable for fulfilling (a need); satisfy




•
 
entrepreneurship is necessary to answer the needs of national and international markets




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
nothing short of that would answer.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
answer the description of






correspond to a description, especially one of a suspect issued by the police




•
 
he answers the description of being slightly taller than his two supposed companions.















2.
 
answer to (the name of)








‹often humorous›

 be called




•
 
an attractive woman answering to the name of Suzanne.















3.
 
have (or know) all the answers








‹informal›

 be confident in one's knowledge of something, typically unjustifiably so




•
 
it was his air of knowing all the answers that riled Mrs. Farrar.















4.
 
in answer to






as a response to or as a result of




•
 
in answer to the stresses on modern woman, we have developed a range of beauty treatments.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
answerer

 
/ˈans(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
answerless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
andswaru

 (noun), 
andswarian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; from a base shared by swear
 .





answerability

 
/ˌansərəˈbilədē/






noun




responsibility for explaining or justifying one's actions




•
 
the answerability of governments to the citizens.



















answerable

 
/ˈans(ə)rəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
answerable to

 )
 — required to explain or justify one's actions to; responsible or having to report to




•
 
I'm not answerable to you for my every movement.










2.
 
(
answerable for

 )
 — responsible for




•
 
an employer is answerable for the negligence of his employees.










3.
 
(of a question) able to be answered




•
 
straightforward and answerable questions.



















answering machine






noun




a tape recorder or digital device that supplies a recorded answer to a telephone call and can record a message from the caller.













answering service

 
/ˈans(ə)riNG ˈsərvəs/






noun




a business that receives and answers telephone calls for its clients.














ant

 
/ant/





I.
 
noun




a small insect, often with a sting, that usually lives in a complex social colony with one or more breeding queens. It is wingless except for fertile adults, which often form large mating swarms, and is proverbial for industriousness.

[Family 
Formicidae

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : several subfamilies.]








II.
 
phrases





have ants in one's pants








‹informal›

 be fidgety or restless.















– origin

 Old English 
ǣmete

 ; related to German 
Ameise

 . Compare with emmet
 .





ant-






prefix




variant spelling of anti-
 before a vowel or 
h

 (as in 
Antarctic

 ).














-ant





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives) denoting attribution of an action or state




•
 
arrogant




•
 
expectant.










2.
 
(forming nouns) denoting an agent




•
 
deodorant




•
 
propellant.

















– origin

 from Latin or French present participial verb stems (see also -ent
 ).






Antabuse

 
/ˈan(t)əˌbyo͞os/





I.
 
noun




trademark for disulfiram
 .











– origin

 1940s: from anti-
 + abuse
 .






antacid

 
/ˌan(t)ˈasəd/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a medicine) preventing or correcting acidity, especially in the stomach.








II.
 
noun




an antacid medicine.













Antaeus

 
/anˈtēəs, -ˈtā- /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a giant, the son of Poseidon and Earth, who compelled all comers to wrestle with him, overcoming and killing them all until he was defeated by Hercules.









antagonism

 
/anˈtaɡəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
active hostility or opposition




•
 
the 
antagonism between

 them




•
 
his 
antagonism toward

 the local people




•
 
petty antagonisms and jealousies.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 inhibition of or interference with the action of one substance or organism by another.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
antagonisme

 , from Greek 
antagōnizesthai

 ‘struggle against’ (see antagonist
 ).






antagonist

 
/anˈtaɡənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone or something; an adversary




•
 
he turned to confront his antagonist.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a substance that interferes with or inhibits the physiological action of another.

Compare with agonist
 .




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose action counteracts that of another specified muscle.

Compare with agonist
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
antagoniste

 or late Latin 
antagonista

 , from Greek 
antagōnistēs

 , from 
antagōnizesthai

 ‘struggle against’ (see antagonize
 ).





antagonistic

 
/anˌtaɡəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or feeling active opposition or hostility toward someone or something




•
 
he was 
antagonistic to

 the government's reforms




•
 
an antagonistic group of bystanders.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 
[Physiology]

 of or relating to an antagonist or its action.








II.
 
derivatives





antagonistically

 
/ˌanˌtaɡəˈnistik(ə)lē /






adverb






















antagonize

 
/anˈtaɡəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to become hostile




•
 
he antagonized many colleagues during the budget wars.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 (of a substance) act as an antagonist of (a substance or its action)




•
 
two other drugs antagonized the antidepressantlike effect.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘struggle against’): from Greek 
antagōnizesthai

 , from 
ant-

 ‘against’ + 
agōnizesthai

 ‘struggle’ (from 
agōn

 ‘contest’).






Antakya

 
/ˌäntäkˈyä/






Turkish name for Antioch
 .









Antalya

 
/ˌänˌtälˈyä, ˌäntlˈyä/






a port in southern Turkey; pop. 775,200 (est. 2007).










Antananarivo

 
/ˌäntəˌnänəˈrēvō, ˌantəˌnanə-/






the capital of Madagascar, located in the central plateau; pop. 1,697,000 (est. 2007).

Former name (until 1975) Tananarive
 .









Antarctic

 
/anˈ(t)ärktik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the south polar region or Antarctica.




2.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting a phytogeographical kingdom comprising New Zealand, southern parts of Chile and Argentina, and islands in the South Atlantic and southern Indian Ocean.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the Antarctic

 )


1.
 
the Antarctic region.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
antartique

 or Latin 
antarcticus

 , from Greek 
antarktikos

 ‘opposite to the north,’ from 
ant-

 ‘against’ + 
arktikos

 (see Arctic
 ).





Antarctica

 
/antˈärktəkə anˈ(t)ärdəkə/






a continent around the South Pole, situated mainly within the Antarctic Circle and almost entirely covered by ice sheets. Its exploitation is governed by an international treaty of 1959, which was renewed in 1991.









Antarctic Circle

 
//






the parallel of latitude 66° 33ʹ south of the equator. It marks the southernmost point at which the sun is visible on the southern winter solstice and the northernmost point at which the midnight sun can be seen on the southern summer solstice.









Antarctic Convergence






the zone of the Antarctic Ocean where the cold, nutrient-laden Antarctic surface water sinks beneath the warmer waters to the north.










Antarctic Ocean

 
/anˈ(t)ärktik ˈōSHən/






another name (esp. formerly) for Southern Ocean
 .









Antarctic Peninsula






a mountainous peninsula of Antarctica between the Bellingshausen and Weddell seas that extends northward toward Cape Horn and the Falkland Islands.









Antares

 
/anˈterēz/





I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Scorpius. It is a binary star of which the main component is a red supergiant.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘simulating Mars (in color).’






ant bear






noun



1.
 
another term for aardvark
 .




2.
 
another term for giant anteater
 (see anteater
 ).













antbird

 
/ˈantbərd/






noun




an insectivorous, long-legged, short-tailed bird that typically has dark gray plumage in the male and brown in the female. Antbirds, found mainly in the tropical forests of South America, often feed on insects that have been disturbed by swarms of army ants.

[Family 
Formicariidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Myrmeciza

 , 
Cercomacra

 , and 
Drymophila

 .]














ante

 
/ˈan(t)ē/





I.
 
noun




a stake put up by a player in poker and similar games before receiving cards.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
ante something up

 )


1.
 
put up an amount as an ante in poker and similar games.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 pay an amount of money in advance




•
 
he anted up $925,000 of his own money.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ante up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 put up one's money; pay up




•
 
the owners have to ante up if they want to attract the best talent.














III.
 
phrases





up (or raise) the ante






increase what is at stake or under discussion, especially in a conflict or dispute




•
 
he decided to up the ante in the trade war.





















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘before.’






ante-





I.
 
prefix




before; preceding




•
 
antechapel




•
 
antecedent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ante

 ‘before.’






anteater

 
/ˈan(t)ˌēdər/






noun




a mammal that feeds on ants and termites. It has a long snout and sticky tongue.

[Most anteaters are edentates of the Central and South American family 
Myrmecophagidae

 , which includes the 
giant anteater

 and the tamanduas. The echidna, numbat, and pangolin are also known as 
spiny anteater

 , 
banded anteater

 , and 
scaly anteater

 , respectively.]













antebellum

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈbeləm/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
occurring or existing before a particular war, especially the American Civil War




•
 
the conventions of the antebellum South.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
ante

 ‘before’ and 
bellum

 ‘war.’





antecedent

 
/ˌan(t)əˈsēdnt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing or event that existed before or logically precedes another




•
 
some antecedents to the African novel might exist in Africa's oral traditions.










2.
 
(
antecedents

 )
 — a person's ancestors or family and social background




•
 
her early life and antecedents have been traced.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word, phrase, clause, or sentence to which another word (especially a following relative pronoun) refers.




4.
 


[Logic]

 the statement contained in the “if” clause of a conditional proposition.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 the first term in a ratio.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
preceding in time or order; previous or preexisting




•
 
the antecedent events that prompt you to break a diet.










2.
 
denoting a grammatical antecedent.








III.
 
derivatives





antecedence

 
/ˌan(t)əˈsēdns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French or from Latin 
antecedent-

 ‘going before,’ from 
antecedere

 , from 
ante

 ‘before’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





antechamber

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌCHāmbər/





I.
 
noun




a small room leading to a main one.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as 
antichamber

 ): from French 
antichambre

 , from Italian 
anticamera

 , from 
anti-

 ‘preceding’ + 
camera

 (see chamber
 ).





antechapel

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌCHapəl/






noun




a vestibule for a college chapel, lying beyond the west end of the nave.













antechinus

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈkīnəs/





I.
 
noun




a marsupial mouse of shrewlike habits and appearance, found in Australia, New Guinea, and Tasmania.

[Genera 
Antechinus

 and 
Parantechinus

 , family 
Dasyuridae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
anti-

 ‘simulating’ + 
ekhinos

 ‘sea urchin, hedgehog’ (from its bristly fur).





antedate

 
/ˈan(t)iˌdāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
precede in time; come before (something) in date




•
 
a civilization that antedated the Roman Empire.










2.
 
indicate or discover that (a document, event, or word) should be assigned to an earlier date




•
 
there are no references to him that would antedate his birth.



















antedating

 
/ˈan(t)iˌdādiNG/






noun




an example or instance of a word, phrase, etc., at a date earlier than previously known or recorded




•
 
antedatings of some prize-fighting terms.



















antediluvian

 
/ˌan(t)ēdəˈlo͞ovēən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or belonging to the time before the biblical Flood




•
 
gigantic bones of antediluvian animals.










2.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 ridiculously old-fashioned




•
 
they maintain antediluvian sex-role stereotypes.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ante-
 + Latin 
diluvium

 ‘deluge’ + -an
 .






antelope

 
/ˈan(t)əˌlōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swift-running deerlike ruminant with smooth hair and upward-pointing horns, native to Africa and Asia.

[Many genera and species, in the family 
Bovidae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for pronghorn
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (originally the name of a fierce mythical creature with long serrated horns, said to live on the banks of the Euphrates): via Old French and medieval Latin from late Greek 
antholops

 , of unknown origin and meaning.





antemortem

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈmôrdəm/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




before death


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the antemortem instructions of the dead leader




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
abnormalities of the sinus are difficult to demonstrate antemortem.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘before death.’





antenatal

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
before birth; during or relating to pregnancy; prenatal




•
 
antenatal care.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a medical examination during pregnancy.








III.
 
derivatives





antenatally






adverb






















antenna

 
/anˈtenə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 antennae )
 — 

[Zoology]

 either of a pair of long, thin sensory appendages on the heads of insects, crustaceans, and some other arthropods.




2.
 
(
antennae

 )
 — the faculty of instinctively detecting and interpreting subtle signs




•
 
he has the political antennae of a party whip.










3.
 
(
pl.

 antennas)
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹technical›

 a rod, wire, or other device used to transmit or receive radio or television signals.








II.
 
derivatives





antennal

 
/-ˈtenl /






adjective





antenna
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, alteration of 
antemna

 ‘yard’ (of a ship), used in the plural to translate Greek 
keraioi

 ‘horns (of insects),’ used by Aristotle.





antennule

 
/anˈtenˌyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a small antenna, especially either of the first pair of antennae in a crustacean.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: diminutive of antenna
 .





antepartum

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈpärdəm/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 occurring not long before childbirth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘before birth.’





antepenultimate

 
/ˌan(t)ēpəˈnəltəmət/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
last but two in a series; third last




•
 
the antepenultimate item on the agenda




•
 
the antepenultimate syllable.




















anterior

 
/ˌanˈtirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 
[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 nearer the front, especially situated in the front of the body or nearer to the head




•
 
the veins 
anterior to

 the heart.







The opposite of posterior
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a part of a flower or leaf) situated further away from the main stem.




3.
 


‹formal›

 coming before in time; earlier




•
 
there are few examples of gold and silver work 
anterior to

 the dynasty of the Romanoffs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anteriority

 
/anˌtirēˈôrədē /






noun













2.
 
anteriorly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
antérieur

 or Latin 
anterior

 , comparative of 
ante

 ‘before.’





antero-






combining form






[chiefly Anatomy]

 representing anterior
 :




•
 
anteroposterior.



















anterograde

 
/ˈan(t)ərōˌɡrād/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
directed forward in time.

The opposite of retrograde
 .




2.
 
of or denoting a type of amnesia involving inability to remember any new information.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from anterior
 , on the pattern of 
retrograde

 .





anterolateral

 
/ˌan(t)ərōˈladərəl/






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 both anterior and lateral.













anteroom

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌro͞om ˈan(t)ēˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
an antechamber, typically serving as a waiting room.




2.
 


[Military]

 a sitting room in an officers' mess.













anteroposterior

 
/ˌantərōpäˈstirēər, -pō-/






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 relating to or directed toward both front and back




•
 
an anteroposterior axis.



















anteverted

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌvərdəd/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 (of an organ of the body, typically the uterus) inclined forward.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
antevertere

 , from 
ante

 ‘before’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn’ + -ed
 2
 .





anthelion

 
/antˈhēlēən, anˈTHē-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a luminous halo around a shadow projected by the sun onto a cloud or fog bank.




2.
 
a parhelion seen opposite the sun in the sky.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
anthēlion

 , neuter of 
anthēlios

 ‘opposite to the sun,’ from 
anth-

 (variant of 
anti-

 ‘against’) + 
hēlios

 ‘sun.’






anthelmintic

 
/ˌant-helˈmintik, ˌanTHel- /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of medicines) used to destroy parasitic worms.








II.
 
noun




an anthelmintic medicine.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adjective): from 
anth-

 (variant of 
anti

 ‘against’) + Greek 
helmins

 , 
helminth-

 ‘worm’ + -ic
 .





anthem

 
/ˈanTHəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rousing or uplifting song identified with a particular group, body, or cause




•
 
the song became the anthem for hippie activists.










2.
 
(also 
national anthem

 )
 — a solemn patriotic song officially adopted by a country as an expression of national identity.




3.
 
a choral composition based on a biblical passage, for singing by a choir in a church service.











– origin

 Old English 
antefn

 , 
antifne

 (denoting a composition sung antiphonally), from late Latin 
antiphona

 (see antiphon
 ). The spelling with 
th

 , which began in the 16th cent., was on the pattern of similar words, such as 
Antony

 , 
Anthony

 or 
amarant

 , 
amaranth

 .





anthemic

 
/anˈTHēmik, -ˈTHemik/






adjective




(of a song) like an anthem in being rousing or uplifting.













anthemion

 
/anˈTHēmēən/





I.
 
noun




a flowerlike ornament used in the decorative arts.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘flower.’






anther

 
/ˈanTHər/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the part of a stamen that contains the pollen.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
anthère

 or modern Latin 
anthera

 , from Greek 
anthēra

 ‘flowery,’ from 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





antheridium

 
/ˌanTHəˈridēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the male sex organ of algae, mosses, ferns, fungi, and other nonflowering plants.








II.
 
derivatives





antheridial

 
/-T͟Həˈridēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
anthera

 (see anther
 ) + 
-idium

 (from the Greek diminutive suffix 
-idion

 ).






antherozoid

 
/ˌanTHərəˈzō-id, ˈanTHərəˌzoid/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 another term for spermatozoid
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from anther
 + zooid
 .





anthesis

 
/anˈTHēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the flowering period of a plant, from the opening of the flower bud.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anthēsis

 ‘flowering,’ from 
anthein

 ‘to blossom.’





anthill

 
/ˈantˌhil/






noun




a moundlike nest built by ants or termites.













antho-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to flowers




•
 
anthophilous.

















– origin

 from Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





anthocyanin

 
/ˌanTHəˈsīənən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a blue, violet, or red flavonoid pigment found in plants.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Anthocyan

 , from Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower’ + 
kuanos

 ‘blue’ + -in
 1
 .





anthologize

 
/anˈTHäləˌjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
anthologized

 )


1.
 
include (an author or work) in an anthology




•
 
the most anthologized of today's poets.




















anthology

 
/anˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a published collection of poems or other pieces of writing




•
 
an anthology of European poetry.










2.
 
a published collection of songs or musical compositions issued in one album.








II.
 
derivatives





anthologist

 
/anˈTHäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French or medieval Latin from Greek 
anthologia

 , from 
anthos

 ‘flower’ + 
-logia

 ‘collection’ (from 
legein

 ‘gather’). In Greek, the word originally denoted a collection of the “flowers” of verse, i.e., small choice poems or epigrams, by various authors.






Anthony, St.

 
/ˈanTHənē /

 
Antony






(
c.

 251–356), Egyptian hermit; the founder of monasticism. Feast day, January 17.









Anthony, Susan B.

 
/ˈanTHənē/






(1820–1906), US social reformer and leader of the woman suffrage movement.; full name 
Susan Brownell Anthony

 . She traveled, lectured, and campaigned throughout her life for women's rights. With Elizabeth Cady Stanton, she organized the National Woman Suffrage Association in 1869. With Stanton and Matilda Joslyn Gage, she compiled the 
History of Woman Suffrage

 (1881–1902).










Anthony of Padua, St.

 
/ˈantənē /

 
Antony






(1195–1231), Portuguese Franciscan friar. His devotion to the poor is commemorated by alms known as St. Anthony's bread; he is invoked to find lost articles. Feast day, June 13.









anthophilous

 
/anˈTHäfələs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of insects or other animals) frequenting flowers.













Anthozoa

 
/ˌanTHəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large class of sedentary marine coelenterates that includes the sea anemones and corals. They are either solitary or colonial, and have a central mouth surrounded by tentacles.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower’ + 
zōia

 ‘animals.’





anthozoan

 
/ˌanTHəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a member of a large class of marine coelenterates (the Anthozoa), such as a sea anemone or coral.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting anthozoans.













anthracene

 
/ˈanTHrəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline aromatic hydrocarbon obtained by the distillation of crude oils and used in chemical manufacture.

[A tricyclic compound; chem. formula: C14
 H10
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anthrax

 , 
anthrak-

 ‘coal’ + -ene
 .






anthracite

 
/ˈanTHrəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




coal of a hard variety that contains relatively pure carbon and burns with little flame and smoke.

Also called hard coal
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a gem described by Pliny and said to resemble coals, supposedly hydrophane): from Greek 
anthrakitēs

 , from 
anthrax

 , 
anthrak-

 ‘coal.’





anthracnose

 
/anˈTHrakˌnōs/





I.
 
noun




a mainly fungal disease of plants, causing dark lesions.

[This is usually caused by fungi of the subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
anthrax

 , 
anthrak-

 ‘coal’ + 
nosos

 ‘disease.’





anthraquinone

 
/ˌanTHrəkwiˈnōn, -ˈkwēnōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a yellow crystalline compound obtained by oxidation of anthracene. It is the basis of many natural and synthetic dyes.

[Chem. formula: C14
 H8
 O2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
anthra(cene)

 + quinone
 .






anthrax

 
/ˈanˌTHraks/





I.
 
noun




a notifiable bacterial disease of sheep and cattle, typically affecting the skin and lungs. It can be transmitted to humans, causing severe skin ulceration or a form of pneumonia (also called wool-sorter's disease
 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, ‘carbuncle’ (the earliest sense in English), from Greek 
anthrax

 , 
anthrak-

 ‘coal, carbuncle,’ with reference to the skin ulceration in humans.





anthropic principle

 
/anˌTHräpik ˈprinsəp(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




the cosmological principle that theories of the universe are constrained by the necessity to allow human existence.

In its ‘weak’ form the principle affirms that a universe in which living observers cannot exist is inherently unobservable. ‘Strong’ forms take this line of reasoning further, seeking to explain features of the universe as being so because they are necessary for human existence.











– origin

 1970s: 
anthropic

 from Greek 
anthrōpikos

 , from 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being.’






anthropo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
human; of a human being




•
 
anthropometry.










2.
 
relating to humankind




•
 
anthropology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being.’





Anthropocene

 
/ˈanTHrəpəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting the current geological age, viewed as the period during which human activity has been the dominant influence on climate and the environment.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Anthropocene

 )
 — the Anthropocene period.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from anthropo-
 , on the pattern of Holocene
 , Pleistocene
 , etc.






anthropocentric

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




regarding humankind as the central or most important element of existence, especially as opposed to God or animals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anthropocentrically

 
/-trik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
anthropocentrism

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈsenˌtrizəm /






noun





















anthropogenic

 
/ˌanTHrəpōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of environmental pollution and pollutants) originating in human activity




•
 
anthropogenic emissions of sulfur dioxide.














II.
 
derivatives





anthropogenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















anthropogeny

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäjənē/






noun






‹rare›

 the study of the origin of humankind.













anthropoid

 
/ˈanTHrəˌpoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling a human being in form




•
 
cartoons of anthropoid frogs.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 relating to the group of higher primates, which includes monkeys, apes, and humans.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an ape) belonging to the groups that include the great apes and gibbons.








II.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a higher primate, especially an ape or apeman.

[Suborder 
Anthropoidea

 , order 
Primates

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
anthrōpoeidēs

 , from 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being’ + -oid
 .





anthropological

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈläjikl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the study of humankind




•
 
an anthropological expedition to Borneo.














II.
 
derivatives





anthropologically






adverb





















anthropologist

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of anthropology




•
 
some anthropologists think that members of hunting and gathering societies tend to have more leisure.



















anthropology

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäləjē/






noun



1.
 
the study of humankind, in particular




2.
 
(also 
cultural

 or 
social anthropology

 )
 — the comparative study of human societies and cultures and their development.




3.
 
(also 
physical anthropology

 )
 — the science of human zoology, evolution, and ecology.













anthropometry

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of the measurements and proportions of the human body.








II.
 
derivatives





anthropometric

 
/-pōˈmetrik /






adjective





















anthropomorphic

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characterized by anthropomorphism.




2.
 
having human characteristics




•
 
anthropomorphic bears and monkeys.














II.
 
derivatives





anthropomorphically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
anthrōpomorphos

 (see anthropomorphous
 ) + -ic
 .





anthropomorphism

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈmôrfizəm/





I.
 
noun




the attribution of human characteristics or behavior to a god, animal, or object.








II.
 
derivatives





anthropomorphize

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈmôrˌfīz /






verb






















anthropomorphous

 
/ˌanTHrəpəˈmôrfəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a god, animal, or object) human in form or nature.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
anthrōpomorphos

 (from 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being’ + 
morphē

 ‘form’) + -ous
 .





anthropophagist

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäfəjəst /

 
anthropophagite





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a person who eats the flesh of other human beings; a cannibal




•
 
they had been living among anthropophagists, and had joined in their feasts.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
anthropos

 ‘human being’ + 
phago-

 ‘eating’ (from the verb 
phagein

 ) + -ist
 (see anthropophagus
 ).






anthropophagus

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäfəɡəs ˌanTHrəˈpäfəjəs/





I.
 
noun




a cannibal, especially in legends or fables.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, from Greek 
anthrōpophagos

 ‘man-eating,’ from 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being’ + 
-phagos

 (see -phagous
 ).





anthropophagy

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäfəjē/





I.
 
noun




the eating of human flesh by human beings.








II.
 
derivatives





anthropophagous

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäfəɡəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
anthrōpophagia

 , from 
anthrōpophagos

 (see anthropophagus
 ).





anthroposophy

 
/ˌanTHrəˈpäsəfē/





I.
 
noun




a formal educational, therapeutic, and creative system established by Rudolf Steiner, seeking to use mainly natural means to optimize physical and mental health and well-being.








II.
 
derivatives





anthroposophical

 
/-pəˈsäfikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from anthropo-
 + Greek 
sophia

 ‘wisdom.’





anthurium

 
/anˈTH(y)o͝orēəm/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American plant often grown elsewhere for its ornamental foliage or brightly colored flowering spathes.

[Genus 
Anthurium

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





anti

 
/ˈan(t)ē ˈanˌtī/





I.
 
preposition




opposed to; against




•
 
I'm anti the abuse of drink and the hassle that it causes.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 opposed




•
 
neither side in the debate, whether anti or pro, has offered a particularly convincing case.














III.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person opposed to a particular policy, activity, or idea




•
 
a shadow army of antis who endanger your sport.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): independent usage of anti-
 .






anti-

 
/ˈan(t)ē ˈanˌtī /

 
ant-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
opposed to; against




•
 
antiaircraft.










2.
 
preventing or suppressing




•
 
antibacterial.










3.
 
reversing or undoing




•
 
anticoagulant




•
 
antigravity




•
 
antipruritic.










4.
 
the opposite of




•
 
anticlimax.










5.
 


[Physics]

 the opposite state of matter or of a specified particle




•
 
antimatter




•
 
antiproton.










6.
 
acting as a rival




•
 
antipope.










7.
 
unlike the conventional form




•
 
antihero.

















– origin

 representing Greek 
anti

 ‘against.’





antiabortion

 
/ˌan(t)ēəˈbôrSH(ə)n ˌanˌtīəˈbôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
opposing or legislating against medically induced abortion.








II.
 
derivatives





antiabortionist

 
/ˈˌanˌtī əˈbôrSHənəst ˈˌan(t)ē əˈbôrSHənəst /






noun





















anti-aging

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈājiNG ˌanˌtīˈājiNG /

 
anti-ageing






adjective




(of a product or technique) designed to prevent the appearance of getting older




•
 
an anti-aging cream.



















antiaircraft

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈerˌkraft ˌanˌtīˈerˌkraft /

 
AA





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a gun or missile) used to attack enemy aircraft.











– origin

 World War I: from anti-
 + aircraft
 .





antialiasing

 
/ˌantēˈālēəsiNG, ˌantīˈālēəsiNG/






noun




(in computer graphics) a technique used to add greater realism to a digital image by smoothing jagged edges on curved lines and diagonals.













anti-American

 
/ˌan(t)ēəˈmerikən, ˌan(t)īəˈmerikən/






adjective




hostile to the interests of the United States; opposed to Americans.













anti-Americanism

 
/ˌan(t)ēəˈmerək(ə)n ˌanˌtīəˈmerək(ə)n/






noun




hostility to the interests of the United States




•
 
the film was attacked by some critics for its allegedly virulent anti-Americanism




•
 
he encountered widespread anti-Americanism among intellectuals.



















antibacterial

 
/ˌan(t)ēbakˈtirēəl ˌan(t)ībakˈtirēəl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
active against bacteria.













antiballistic missile

 
/ˌan(t)ēbəˌlistik ˈmisəl ˌanˌtībəˌlistik ˈmisəl /

 
ABM






noun




a missile designed for intercepting and destroying a ballistic missile while in flight.













Antibes

 
/änˈtēbz/






a fishing port and resort in southeastern France; pop. 76,925 (2006).










antibiosis

 
/ˌantēbīˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an antagonistic association between two organisms (especially microorganisms), in which one is adversely affected.

See also symbiosis
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from anti-
 + a shortened form of symbiosis
 .





antibiotic

 
/ˌan(t)ēbīˈädik ˌan(t)ībīˈädik/





I.
 
noun




a medicine (such as penicillin or its derivatives) that inhibits the growth of or destroys microorganisms.








II.
 
adjective




relating to, involving, or denoting antibiotics.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘doubting the possibility of life in a particular environment’): from anti-
 + Greek 
biōtikos

 ‘fit for life’ (from 
bios

 ‘life’).





antibody

 
/ˈan(t)əˌbädē/





I.
 
noun




a blood protein produced in response to and counteracting a specific antigen. Antibodies combine chemically with substances that the body recognizes as alien, such as bacteria, viruses, and foreign substances in the blood.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from anti-
 + body
 , translating German 
Antikörper

 , from 
anti-

 ‘against’ + 
Körper

 ‘body.’





antibubble

 
/ˈantēˌbəbəl, ˈantī-/






noun




a membrane of air, submerged in liquid and surrounding a sphere of liquid.














antic

 
/ˈan(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 grotesque or bizarre.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Italian 
antico

 ‘antique,’ used to mean ‘grotesque.’





anticancer

 
/ˌantēˈkansər, ˌanˌtīˈkansər/






adjective




used in the treatment of cancer




•
 
anticancer drugs




•
 
new anticancer therapies.



















anticapitalist

 
/ˌantiˈkapit(ə)list ˌantʌiˈkapit(ə)list/





I.
 
adjective




opposed to capitalism.








II.
 
noun




a person who is opposed to capitalism.













anticathode

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈkaˌTHōd ˌanˌtīˈkaTHōd/






noun






[Physics]

 the target (or anode) of an X-ray tube that is struck by electrons from the cathode and from which X-rays are emitted.













antichoice

 
/ˌantēˈCHois, ˌantī-/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 opposed to a pregnant woman's choice of a medically induced abortion.

Compare with pro-life
 .













anticholinergic

 
/ˌantēˌkōləˈnərjik, ˌantī-/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (chiefly of a drug) inhibiting the physiological action of acetylcholine, especially as a neurotransmitter.








II.
 
noun




an anticholinergic drug.













Antichrist

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌkrīst ˈanˌtīˌkrīst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the Antichrist

 )
 — (in some Christian teachings) a personal opponent of Christ expected to appear before the end of the world




•
 
the battle between Christ and the Antichrist.










2.
 
a person or force seen as opposing Christ or the Christian Church




•
 
St. Paul really did have to fear for his life at the hands of an Antichrist named Nero.










3.
 
a person or thing regarded as supremely evil or as a fundamental enemy or opponent




•
 
they regard feminists like me as the Antichrist.

















– origin

 Old English, via Old French or ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
antikhristos

 , from 
anti

 ‘against’ + 
Khristos

 (see Christ
 ).





anti-Christian

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈkrisCHən ˌanˌtīˈkrisCHən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
opposed to Christianity or Christian values.




2.
 
of or relating to the Antichrist.








II.
 
noun




a person who opposes Christianity.














anticipate

 
/anˈtisəˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard as probable; expect or predict




•
 
she anticipated scorn on her return to the theater




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it was anticipated that the rains would slow the military campaign.










2.
 
guess or be aware of (what will happen) and take action in order to be prepared




•
 
they failed to anticipate a full scale invasion.










3.
 
look forward to




•
 
Stephen was eagerly anticipating the break from the routine of business.










4.
 
act as a forerunner or precursor of




•
 
he anticipated Bates's theories on mimicry and protective coloration.










5.
 
come or take place before (an event or process expected or scheduled for a later time).




6.
 
react or respond to (someone) too quickly, without giving them a chance to do or say something.




7.
 
pay (a debt) before it is due.








II.
 
derivatives





anticipator

 
/anˈtisəˌpādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the senses ‘to take something into consideration,’ ‘mention something before the proper time’): from Latin 
anticipat-

 ‘acted in advance,’ from 
anticipare

 , based on 
ante-

 ‘before’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





anticipation

 
/anˌtisəˈpāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of anticipating something; expectation or prediction




•
 
her eyes sparkled 
with anticipation

 .










2.
 


[Music]

 the introduction in a composition of part of a chord that is about to follow in full.








II.
 
phrases





in anticipation






with the probability or expectation of something happening




•
 
they manned the telephones 
in anticipation of

 a flood of calls.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
anticipatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
anticipare

 (see anticipate
 ).





anticipatory

 
/anˈtisəpəˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
happening, performed, or felt in anticipation of something




•
 
an anticipatory flash of excitement.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a breach of contract) taking the form of an announcement or indication that a contract will not be honored.













anticlerical

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈklərək(ə)l ˌantīˈklərək(ə)l /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
adjective




opposed to the power or influence of the clergy, especially in politics.








II.
 
noun




a person holding anticlerical views.








III.
 
derivatives





anticlericalism

 
/ˈˌanˌtīˈklərəkəˌlizəm ˈˌan(t)ēˈklərəkəˌlizəm ˈˌan(t)əˈklərəkəˌlizəm /






noun





















anticlimactic

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌklīˈmaktik ˌanˌtīklīˈmaktik/





I.
 
adjective




causing disappointment at the end of an exciting or impressive series of events




•
 
it was an anticlimactic finish to the match.














II.
 
derivatives





anticlimactically

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌklīˈmaktik ˌanˌtīklīˈmaktik /






adverb





















anticlimax

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈklīˌmaks ˌan(t)īˈklīˌmaks/






noun




a disappointing end to an exciting or impressive series of events




•
 
the rest of the journey was an anticlimax by comparison




•
 
a sense of anticlimax and incipient boredom.




















anticline

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌklīn ˈantīˌklīn/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a ridge-shaped fold of stratified rock in which the strata slope downward from the crest.

Compare with syncline
 .








II.
 
derivatives





anticlinal

 
/ˈanˌtīˌklīnl ˈan(t)ēˌklīnl ˈan(t)əˌklīnl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from anti-
 + Greek 
klinein

 ‘lean,’ on the pattern of 
incline

 .





anticlockwise

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈkläkˌwīz ˌanˌtīˈkläkˌwīz/






adverb, adjective




British term for counterclockwise
 .













anticoagulant

 
/ˌan(t)ēkōˈaɡyələnt ˌan(t)īkōˈaɡyələnt/





I.
 
adjective




having the effect of retarding or inhibiting the coagulation of the blood.








II.
 
noun




an anticoagulant substance.













anticodon

 
/ˌantēˈkōdn, ˌantī-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sequence of three nucleotides forming a unit of genetic code in a transfer RNA molecule, corresponding to a complementary codon in messenger RNA.













anticompetitive

 
/ˌantēkəmˈpetitiv/





I.
 
adjective




tending to stifle or suppress competition, especially when this violates antitrust laws




•
 
an anticompetitive advantage in the software industry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
anticompetitively






adverb













2.
 
anticompetitiveness






noun





















anticonvulsant

 
/ˌan(t)ēkənˈvəlsənt ˌanˌtīkənˈvəlsənt/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to prevent or reduce the severity of epileptic fits or other convulsions.








II.
 
noun




an anticonvulsant drug.













anticorruption

 
/ˌantēˌkəˈrəpSHn, ˌantī-/






adjective




designed to eradicate or prevent dishonest or fraudulent conduct, especially in a political context




•
 
an anticorruption campaign.



















antics

 
/ˈan(t)iks/





I.
 
plural noun




foolish, outrageous, or amusing behavior




•
 
the antics of our political parties.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from antic
 .





anticyclone

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈsīklōn ˌan(t)īˈsīklōn/





I.
 
noun




a weather system with high atmospheric pressure at its center, around which air slowly circulates in a clockwise (northern hemisphere) or counterclockwise (southern hemisphere) direction. Anticyclones are associated with calm, fine weather.








II.
 
derivatives





anticyclonic

 
/ˈˌanˌtīˌsīˈklänik ˈˌan(t)ēˌsīˈklänik ˈˌan(t)əˌsīˈklänik /






adjective





















antidemocratic

 
/ˌantēˌdeməˈkratik ˌantīˌdeməˈkratik/






adjective




in conflict with the principles of democracy




•
 
these antidemocratic measures have severely curtailed political freedom.



















antidepressant

 
/ˌan(t)ēdəˈpresnt ˌan(t)īdəˈpresnt/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to alleviate depression.








II.
 
noun




an antidepressant drug.













antidiarrheal

 
/ˌantēˌdīəˈrēəl, ˌantī-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) used to alleviate diarrhea.








II.
 
noun




an antidiarrheal drug.













antidiuretic hormone

 
/ˌantēˌdīəˈretik, ˌantī- /

 
ADH






noun




another term for vasopressin
 .













antidote

 
/ˈan(t)iˌdōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicine taken or given to counteract a particular poison.




2.
 
something that counteracts or neutralizes an unpleasant feeling or situation




•
 
laughter is a good antidote to stress.










3.
 
(in homeopathy) a substance that cancels or opposes the effect of a remedy.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
counteract or cancel with an antidote




•
 
What remedy will antidote henbane?














III.
 
derivatives





antidotal

 
/ˌantiˈdōtl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin, from Greek 
antidoton

 , neuter of 
antidotos

 ‘given against,’ from 
anti-

 ‘against’ + 
didonai

 ‘give.’






antidromic

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈdrämik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 (of an impulse) traveling in the opposite direction to that normal in a nerve fiber.

The opposite of orthodromic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from anti-
 + Greek 
dromos

 ‘running’ + -ic
 .





antiemetic

 
/ˌan(t)ēəˈmedik ˌanˌtīəˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) preventing vomiting.








II.
 
noun




an antiemetic drug.













antiestablishment

 
/ˌan(t)ēiˈstabliSHmənt ˌan(t)īiˈstabliSHmənt/






adjective




against the establishment or established authority.













Antietam

 
/anˈtēdəm/






historic site in northwestern Maryland, on Antietam Creek, southeast of Sharpsburg, scene of a major Civil War battle in September 1862.









antifeedant

 
/ˌantēˈfēdnt, ˌantī-/





I.
 
noun




a naturally occurring substance in certain plants that adversely affects insects or other animals that eat them.











– origin

 1960s: from anti-
 + feed
 + -ant
 .





antiferromagnetic

 
/ˌantēˌferōməɡˈnetik, ˌantī-/






adjective






[Physics]

 designating or exhibiting a form of magnetism characterized by an antiparallel alignment of adjacent electron spins in a crystal lattice.

Compare with ferrimagnetic
 .













antifouling

 
/ˌantēˈfouliNG, ˌantī-/






noun




treatment of a boat's hull with a paint or similar substance designed to prevent fouling.













antifraud

 
/ˌantēˈfrôd, ˌantī-/






adjective




designed to prevent fraudulent practices




•
 
new antifraud measures will save the taxpayer millions in lost revenue.



















antifreeze

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌfrēz/






noun




a liquid, typically one based on ethylene glycol, which can be added to water to lower the freezing point, chiefly used in the radiator of a motor vehicle.













antifungal

 
/ˌantēˈfəNGɡəl, ˌanˌtīˈfəNGɡəl/





I.
 
adjective




used to prevent fungal growth; active against fungi




•
 
ringworm can be treated with antifungal cream




•
 
coconut oil has antifungal and antibacterial properties.














II.
 
noun




an antifungal drug or other substance




•
 
the patient responded well to systemic antifungals.



















anti-g

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈjē ˌanˌtīˈjē/





I.
 
adjective




short for antigravity
 .











– origin

 1940s: from anti-
 + 
g

 , the symbol for acceleration due to gravity.





antigay

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈɡā ˌan(t)īˈɡā/





I.
 
adjective




prejudiced against or opposed to homosexuality or homosexuals




•
 
the reform of antigay laws.














II.
 
noun




a person who is prejudiced against or opposed to homosexuality or homosexuals.




•
 
antigays were angry the event wasn't banned outright.



















antigen

 
/ˈan(t)əjən/





I.
 
noun




a toxin or other foreign substance that induces an immune response in the body, especially the production of antibodies.








II.
 
derivatives





antigenic

 
/ˌantiˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: via German from French 
antigène

 (see anti-
 , -gen
 ).






antigenic determinant






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for epitope
 .













antiglobalization

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌɡlōbələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌan(t)īˌɡlōbələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




opposition to the increase in the global power and influence of businesses, especially multinational corporations


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
antiglobalization protesters.



















Antigone

 
/anˈtiɡənē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta, the subject of a tragedy by Sophocles. She was sentenced to death for defying her uncle Creon, king of Thebes, but she took her own life before the sentence could be carried out, and Creon's son Haemon, who was engaged to her, killed himself over her body.









antigorite

 
/anˈtiɡəˌrīt/






noun




a mineral of the serpentine group, occurring typically as thin green plates.













antigovernment

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈɡəvərnmənt ˌanˌtīˈɡəvərnm(ə)nt/






adjective




against a government or the administration in office.














antigravity

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈɡravədē ˌanˌtīˈɡravədē/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a hypothetical force opposing gravity.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of clothing for a pilot or astronaut) designed to counteract the effects of high acceleration.













Antigua

 
/anˈtēɡwə /

 
Antigua Guatemala






a town in the central highlands of Guatemala; pop. 54,100 (est. 2009).










Antigua and Barbuda

 
/anˌtēɡwə ən bärˈbo͞odə/






I.

1.
 
a country in the western West Indies, in the Leeward Islands, that consists of two main islands (Antigua and Barbuda) and Redonda, a smaller island to the southwest of Antigua; pop. 85,600 (est. 2009); capital, St. John's (on Antigua); languages, English (official), Creole.





Discovered in 1493 by Columbus and settled by the English in 1632, Antigua became a British colony with Barbuda as its dependency; the islands gained independence within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1981.




II.
 
derivatives





Antiguan






adjective, noun





















antihero

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌhirō ˈan(t)īˌhirō/






noun




a central character in a story, movie, or drama who lacks conventional heroic attributes.













antiheroine

 
/ˈantēˌherōin, ˈantī-/






noun




a female antihero.













antihistamine

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈhistəmēn ˌanˌtīˈhistəmēn/






noun




a drug or other compound that inhibits the physiological effects of histamine, used especially in the treatment of allergies.













antihypertensive

 
/ˌan(t)īˌhīpərˈtensiv ˌan(t)ēˌhīpərˈtensiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) used to lower high blood pressure




•
 
increasing dosages of antihypertensive drug treatments.














II.
 
noun




an antihypertensive drug




•
 
the ability to act as an antihypertensive.



















anti-infective

 
/ˌantēinˈfektiv, ˌantī-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) used to prevent infection.








II.
 
noun




an anti-infective drug.













anti-inflammatory

 
/ˌan(t)ēinˈflaməˌtôrē ˌanˌtīinˈflaməˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to reduce inflammation.








II.
 
noun




an anti-inflammatory drug.













anti-intellectual

 
/ˌantēˌintlˈekCHo͞oəl, ˌantī-/





I.
 
noun




a person who scorns intellectuals and their views and methods.








II.
 
adjective




characteristic of an anti-intellectual person.








III.
 
derivatives





anti-intellectualism






noun





















antiknock

 
/ˈan(t)ēnäk ˈanˌtīnäk/






noun




a substance (such as tetraethyl lead) added to gasoline to inhibit preignition.













Anti-Lebanon Mountains

 
/ˌantē ˈlebənən, -əˌnän/






a range of mountains that run north to south along the border between Lebanon and Syria, east of the Lebanon range.









antilife

 
/ˌantēˈlīf, ˌantī-/






adjective



1.
 
opposed to or restricting the full development of life




•
 
the new industrial age was antilife.










2.
 
opposing the development of life by advocating abortion.













Antilles

 
/anˈtilēz/






a group of islands that form the greater part of the West Indies. The 
Greater Antilles

 extend roughly east to west and comprise Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic), and Puerto Rico; the 
Lesser Antilles

 , to the southeast, include the Virgin, Leeward, and Windward islands, Barbados, and various small islands to the north of Venezuela.

See also Netherlands Antilles
 .









antilock

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈläk ˌan(t)īˈläk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of brakes) designed so as to prevent the wheels from locking and the vehicle from skidding if applied suddenly.













antilog

 
/antēˈlôːɡ antīˈlôːɡ/






noun




short for antilogarithm
 .














antilogarithm

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈlôɡəˌriT͟Həm ˌanˌtīˈlôɡəˌriT͟Həm/






noun




the number to which a logarithm belongs.














antimacassar

 
/ˌan(t)ēməˈkasər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a piece of cloth put over the back of a chair to protect it from grease and dirt or as an ornament.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from anti-
 + Macassar
 .





antimagnetic

 
/ˌan(t)ēmaɡˈnedik ˌanˌtīˌmaɡˈnedik/






adjective




(especially of watches) resistant to magnetization.













antimatter

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌmadər ˈanˌtīˌmadər/






noun






[Physics]

 molecules formed by atoms consisting of antiprotons, antineutrons, and positrons. Stable antimatter does not appear to exist in our universe.













antimetabolite

 
/ˌantēmiˈtabəˌlīt, ˌantī-/






noun






[Physiology]

 a substance that interferes with the normal metabolic processes within cells, typically by combining with enzymes.













antimonarchist

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈmänərkist ˌanˌtīˈmänərkist/






noun




an opponent of monarchy.













antimony

 
/ˈan(t)əˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Sb

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 51, a brittle silvery-white metalloid.

Antimony was known from ancient times; the naturally occurring black sulfide was used as the cosmetic kohl. The element is used in alloys, usually with lead, such as pewter, type-metal, and Britannia metal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
antimonial

 
/ˌan(t)əˈmōnēəl /






adjective













2.
 
antimonic

 
/ˌan(t)əˈmänik /






adjective













3.
 
antimonious

 
/ˌan(t)əˈmōnēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting stibnite, the most common ore of the metal): from medieval Latin 
antimonium

 , of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





antinational

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˌanˌtīˈnaəSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




opposed to national interests or nationalism




•
 
an antinational party.



















antineutron

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌn(y)o͞oträn ˈanˌtīˌn(y)o͞oträn/






noun






[Physics]

 the antiparticle of a neutron.













antinode

 
/ˈan(t)iˌnōd/






noun






[Physics]

 the position of maximum displacement in a standing wave system.













antinoise

 
/ˈan(t)ēnoiz ˈanˌtīnoiz/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
promoting the suppression or reduction of noise




•
 
stringent antinoise regulations.














II.
 
noun




sound generated for the purpose of reducing noise by interference.













antinomian

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈnōmēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the view that Christians are released by grace from the obligation of observing the moral law.








II.
 
noun




a person holding antinomian beliefs.








III.
 
derivatives





antinomianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Antinomi

 , the name of a 16th-cent. sect in Germany alleged to hold this view, from Greek 
anti-

 ‘opposite, against’ + 
nomos

 ‘law.’





antinomy

 
/anˈtinəmē/





I.
 
noun




a contradiction between two beliefs or conclusions that are in themselves reasonable; a paradox.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘a conflict between two laws’): from Latin 
antinomia

 , from Greek, from 
anti

 ‘against’ + 
nomos

 ‘law.’





antinuclear

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈn(y)o͞oklēər ˌan(t)īˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
opposed to the development of nuclear weapons or nuclear power.














Antioch

 
/ˈantēäk/





I.
 
a city in southern Turkey, near the Syrian border; pop. 186,200 (est. 2007). Antioch was the ancient capital of Syria under the Seleucid kings, who founded it 
c.

 300 
BC

 .

Turkish name Antakya
 .




II.
 
a city in ancient Phrygia.




III.
 
a city in north central California; pop. 100,219 (est. 2008).









Antiochus

 
/anˈtīəkəs/





I.
 
the name of eight Seleucid kings, notably.




II.
 


Antiochus III

 (
c.

 242–187 
BC

 ), reigned 223–187 
BC

 ; known as 
Antiochus the Great

 . He restored and expanded the Seleucid empire.




III.
 


Antiochus IV

 (
c.

 215–163 
BC

 ), son of Antiochus III; reigned 175–163 
BC

 ; known as 
Antiochus Epiphanes

 . His attempt to Hellenize the Jews resulted in the revival of Jewish nationalism and the Maccabean revolt.









antioxidant

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈäksədənt ˌanˌtīˈäksədənt/






noun



1.
 
a substance that inhibits oxidation, especially one used to counteract the deterioration of stored food products.




2.
 
a substance such as vitamin C or E that removes potentially damaging oxidizing agents in a living organism.













antiparallel

 
/ˌantēˈparəˌlel, ˌantī-/






adjective






[Physics]

 parallel but moving or oriented in opposite directions.













antiparticle

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌpärdək(ə)l ˈanˌtīˌpärdək(ə)l/






noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle having the same mass as a given particle but opposite electric or magnetic properties. Every kind of subatomic particle has a corresponding antiparticle, e.g., the positron has the same mass as the electron but an equal and opposite charge.













antipasto

 
/ˌantēˈpastō, ˌäntēˈpästō/





I.
 
noun




(in Italian cooking) an appetizer typically consisting of olives, anchovies, cheeses, and meats.











– origin

 Italian, from 
anti-

 ‘before’ + 
pasto

 (from Latin 
pastus

 ‘food’).





antipathetic

 
/anˌtipəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective




showing or feeling a strong aversion




•
 
it is human nature to be 
antipathetic to

 change.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from antipathy
 , on the pattern of 
pathetic

 .






antipathy

 
/anˈtēpəTHē/





I.
 
noun




a deep-seated feeling of dislike; aversion




•
 
his fundamental 
antipathy to

 capitalism




•
 
a thinly disguised mutual antipathy.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘opposition of feeling, nature, or disposition’): from French 
antipathie

 or Latin 
antipathia

 , from Greek 
antipatheia

 , from 
antipathēs

 ‘opposed in feeling,’ from 
anti

 ‘against’ + 
pathos

 ‘feeling.’





antipersonnel

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌpərsəˈnel ˌan(t)īˌpərsəˈnel/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of weapons, especially bombs) designed to kill or injure people rather than to damage buildings or equipment.













antiperspirant

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈpərspərənt/






noun




a substance that is applied to the skin, especially under the arms, to prevent or reduce perspiration.














antiphon

 
/ˈan(t)əˌfän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in traditional Western Christian liturgy) a short sentence sung or recited before or after a psalm or canticle.




2.
 
a musical setting of an antiphon.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
antiphōna

 ‘harmonies,’ neuter plural of 
antiphōnos

 ‘responsive,’ from 
anti

 ‘in return’ + 
phōnē

 ‘sound.’





antiphonal

 
/ˌanˈtifən(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(in traditional Western Christian liturgy) (of a short sentence or its musical setting) sung, recited, or played alternately by two groups.








II.
 
noun




another term for antiphonary
 .








III.
 
derivatives





antiphonally






adverb






















antiphonary

 
/anˈtifəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun




a collection of antiphons.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
antiphonarium

 , from 
antiphona

 (see antiphon
 ).





antiphony

 
/anˈtifənē/






noun




antiphonal singing, playing, or chanting.













antipiracy

 
/ˌantēˈpīrəsē, ˌantī-/






adjective



1.
 
designed to prevent the unauthorized use or reproduction of copyright material




•
 
the music industry's antipiracy campaign.










2.
 
denoting activities or measures designed to prevent or thwart piracy on the seas




•
 
the law will allow direct involvement by Japanese vessels in antipiracy patrols.



















antipodal

 
/anˈtipədl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or situated on the opposite side of the earth.




2.
 
(
antipodal to

 )
 — diametrically opposed to something.




3.
 


[Botany]

 relating to or denoting cells formed at the chalazal end of the embryo sac.













antipode

 
/ˈan(t)əˌpōd/





I.
 
noun




the direct opposite of something else




•
 
the pole and its antipode.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting an inhabitant of the opposite side of the earth): back-formation from antipodes
 .






antipodes

 
/anˈtipədēz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
Australia and New Zealand (used by inhabitants of the northern hemisphere).




2.
 
the direct opposite of something




•
 
we are the very 
antipodes of

 labor unions.














II.
 
derivatives





antipodean

 
/anˌtipəˈdēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French or late Latin from Greek 
antipodes

 ‘having the feet opposite,’ from 
anti

 ‘against, opposite’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’ The term originally denoted the inhabitants of opposite sides of the earth, or of the side opposite to oneself, and was later transferred to the places where they live (mid 16th cent).





antipope

 
/ˈan(t)iˌpōp/





I.
 
noun




a person established as pope in opposition to one held by others to be canonically chosen.











– origin

 late Middle English 
antipape

 , via French from medieval Latin 
antipapa

 (on the pattern of 
Antichrist

 ). The spelling change in the 17th cent. was due to association with pope
 1
 .





antiproton

 
/ˈan(t)ēˌprōˌtän ˈanˌtīˌprōˌtän/






noun






[Physics]

 the negatively charged antiparticle of a proton.













antipruritic

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌprəˈridik ˌanˌtīˌprəˈridik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of a drug) used to relieve itching.








II.
 
noun




an antipruritic drug.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from anti-
 + 
pruritic

 (see pruritus
 ).





antipsychotic

 
/ˌantēsīˈkätik, ˌantī-/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of a drug) used to treat psychotic disorders.








II.
 
noun




an antipsychotic drug.













antipyretic

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌpīˈredik ˌanˌtīˌpīˈredik/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to prevent or reduce fever.








II.
 
noun




an antipyretic drug.














antiquarian

 
/ˌan(t)əˈkwerēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or dealing in antiques or rare books.




2.
 
valuable because rare or old




•
 
out-of-print and antiquarian books.














II.
 
noun




a person who studies or collects antiques or antiquities.








III.
 
derivatives





antiquarianism

 
/ˌan(t)əˈkwerēəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
antiquarius

 (see antiquary
 ).





antiquark

 
/ˈantikwäːk/






noun






[Physics]

 the antiparticle of a quark.














antiquary

 
/ˈan(t)əˌkwerē/





I.
 
noun




another term for antiquarian
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
antiquarius

 , from 
antiquus

 (see antique
 ).





antiquated

 
/ˈan(t)əˌkwādəd/





I.
 
adjective




old-fashioned or outdated




•
 
this antiquated central heating system.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘old, of long standing’): from ecclesiastical Latin 
antiquare

 ‘make old,’ from 
antiquus

 (see antique
 ).






antique

 
/anˈtēk/





I.
 
noun




a collectible object such as a piece of furniture or work of art that has a high value because of its considerable age




•
 
Pauline loves collecting antiques




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an antique dealer.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a collectible object) having a high value because of considerable age




•
 
an antique clock.










2.
 
(of a method of finishing a wooden surface) intended to resemble the appearance of antique furniture




•
 
bookshelves with an antique finish.










3.
 
belonging to ancient times




•
 
statues of antique gods.










4.
 
old-fashioned or outdated




•
 
trade unions defending antique work practices.










5.
 


‹often humorous›

 showing signs of great age or wear




•
 
an antique divorcee in reduced circumstances.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
(antiques, antiquing, antiqued) [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
antiqued

 )
 — make (something) resemble an antique by artificial means




•
 
an antiqued door.










2.
 
(
go antiquing

 )
 — shop in stores where antiques are sold




•
 
we would often go antiquing in search of furnishings.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
antiquus

 , 
anticus

 ‘former, ancient,’ from 
ante

 ‘before.’





antiquity

 
/anˈtikwədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ancient past, especially the period before the Middle Ages




•
 
the great civilizations of antiquity.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a specified historical period during the ancient past




•
 
cameos dating from classical antiquity.










3.
 
(usu. 
antiquities

 )
 — an object, building, or work of art from the ancient past




•
 
an extensive collection of Greek antiquities.










4.
 
great age




•
 
a church of great antiquity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
antiquite

 , from Latin 
antiquitas

 , from 
antiquus

 ‘old, former’ (see antique
 ).





antiracism

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈrāˌsizəm ˌan(t)īˈrāˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




the policy or practice of opposing racism and promoting racial tolerance.








II.
 
derivatives





antiracist






noun, adjective





















anti-racist

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈrāsəst ˌanˌtīˈrāsəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who opposes racism and promotes racial tolerance




•
 
a committed anti-racist who used his vocal genius and popularity to break racist picket lines at schools.














II.
 
adjective




opposing racism and promoting racial tolerance




•
 
he was active in the anti-racist movement in the US.



















antiretroviral

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌretrōˈvīrəl ˌan(t)īˌretrōˈvīrəl/





I.
 
adjective




working against or targeted against retroviruses, especially HIV




•
 
antiretroviral therapy.














II.
 
noun




an antiretroviral drug.













antiroll bar

 
/ˈanˌtī ˈan(t)ē rōl bär/






noun




a rubber-mounted bar fitted in the suspension of a vehicle to increase its stability, especially when cornering.













antirrhinum

 
/ˌan(t)əˈrīnəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the figwort family, with showy two-lipped flowers.

[Genus 
Antirrhinum

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the snapdragon.]











– origin

 from Latin, from Greek 
antirrhinon

 , from 
anti-

 ‘counterfeiting’ + 
rhis

 , 
rhin-

 ‘nose,’ from the resemblance of the flower to an animal's snout.






antiscorbutic

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌskôrˈbyo͞odik ˌanˌtīˌskôrˈbyo͞odik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) having the effect of preventing or curing scurvy.








II.
 
noun




an antiscorbutic food or drug.













anti-Semite

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈseˌmīt ˌanˌtīˈseˌmīt/






noun




a person who is hostile to or prejudiced against Jews




•
 
he was not just a bigot, but also an anti-Semite.



















anti-Semitic

 
/ˌan(t)ēsəˈmidik ˌanˌtīsəˈmidik/






adjective




hostile to or prejudiced against Jews




•
 
anti-Semitic remarks were posted on the site




•
 
a steep rise in anti-Semitic incidents worldwide.



















anti-Semitism

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈseməˌtizəm ˌan(t)īˈseməˌtizəm/






noun




hostility to or prejudice against Jews.













antisense

 
/ˈantēˌsens, ˈantī-/






adjective






[Genetics]

 having a sequence of nucleotides complementary to (and hence capable of binding to) a coding sequence, which may be either that of the strand of a DNA double helix that undergoes transcription, or that of a messenger RNA molecule.














antisepsis

 
/ˌan(t)əˈsepsəs/






noun




the practice of using antiseptics to eliminate the microorganisms that cause disease.

Compare with asepsis
 .













antiseptic

 
/ˌan(t)əˈseptik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting substances that prevent the growth of disease-causing microorganisms.




2.
 
(of medical techniques) based on the use of antiseptic substances.




3.
 
scrupulously clean or pure, especially so as to be bland or characterless




•
 
the antiseptic modernity of a conference center.














II.
 
noun




an antiseptic compound or preparation.








III.
 
derivatives





antiseptically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















antiserum

 
/ˈan(t)iˌsirəm/






noun




a blood serum containing antibodies against specific antigens, injected to treat or protect against specific diseases.













antislavery

 
/ˌantēˈslāvərē ˌantīˈslāvərē/






adjective




opposed to the practice or system of slavery.




•
 
it brought together antislavery sectionalists and other northern dissenters.



















antisocial

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈsōSHəl ˌan(t)īˈsōSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
contrary to the laws and customs of society; devoid of or antagonistic to sociable instincts or practices




•
 
a dangerous, unprincipled, antisocial type of man.










2.
 
not sociable; not wanting the company of others.











usage:

 See usage at unsociable
 .





antispasmodic

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌspazˈmädik ˌanˌtīˌspazˈmädik/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to relieve spasm of involuntary muscle.








II.
 
noun




an antispasmodic drug.













antistatic

 
/ˌan(t)ē ˈstatik ˈanˌtīˈstatik/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
preventing the buildup of static electricity or reducing its effects.














antistrophe

 
/anˈtistrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the second section of an ancient Greek choral ode or of one division of it.

Compare with strophe
 and epode
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a term in rhetoric denoting the repetition of words in reverse order): via late Latin from Greek 
antistrophē

 , from 
antistrephein

 ‘turn against,’ from 
anti

 ‘against’ + 
strephein

 ‘to turn.’





antisymmetric

 
/ˌantēsəˈmetrik, ˌantī-/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 unaltered in magnitude but changed in sign by exchange of two variables or by a particular symmetry operation.













antitank

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈtaNGk ˌan(t)īˈtaNGk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
for use against enemy tanks




•
 
new antitank missiles.



















antiterror

 
/ˌantēˈterər, ˌantī-/






adjective




denoting political activities or measures designed to prevent or thwart terrorism




•
 
the government introduced tough new antiterror laws.



















antiterrorism

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈterəˌrizəm ˌan(t)īˈterəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the prevention or abatement of terrorism




•
 
a meeting of experts on antiterrorism




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
antiterrorism measures.














II.
 
derivatives





antiterrorist

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈterəˌrist /






noun, adjective





















antitetanus

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈtetnəs ˌanˌtīˈtetnəs/






adjective






[Medicine]

 preventing or effective against tetanus




•
 
an antitetanus injection.




















antithesis

 
/anˈtiTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that is the direct opposite of someone or something else




•
 
love is the antithesis of selfishness.










2.
 
a contrast or opposition between two things




•
 
the 
antithesis between

 occult and rational mentalities.










3.
 
a figure of speech in which an opposition or contrast of ideas is expressed by parallelism of words that are the opposites of, or strongly contrasted with, each other, such as “hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins”




•
 
his sermons were full of startling antitheses.










4.
 
(in Hegelian philosophy) the negation of the thesis as the second stage in the process of dialectical reasoning.

Compare with synthesis
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting the substitution of one grammatical case for another): from late Latin, from Greek 
antitithenai

 ‘set against,’ from 
anti

 ‘against’ + 
tithenai

 ‘to place.’ The earliest current sense, denoting a rhetorical or literary device, dates from the early 16th cent.





antithetical

 
/ˌan(t)əˈTHedək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
directly opposed or contrasted; mutually incompatible




•
 
people whose religious beliefs are 
antithetical to

 mine




•
 
two antithetical emotions pulled at her.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — connected with, containing, or using the rhetorical device of antithesis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
antithetic

 
/ˌan(t)əˈTHedik /






adjective













2.
 
antithetically

 
/ˌan(t)əˈTHedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Greek 
antithetikos

 , from 
antithetos

 ‘placed in opposition,’ from 
antitithenai

 ‘set against.’





antitoxin

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈtäksən/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 an antibody that counteracts a toxin.








II.
 
derivatives





antitoxic

 
/ˈˌanˌtīˈtäksik ˈˌan(t)ēˈtäksik ˈˌan(t)əˈtäksik /






adjective





















antitrades

 
/ˈan(t)iˌtrādz/






plural noun




steady winds that blow in the opposite direction to and overlie the trade winds.













antitrust

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈtrəst ˌan(t)īˈtrəst/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to legislation preventing or controlling trusts or other monopolies, with the intention of promoting competition in business.













antitumor

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈt(y)o͞omər ˌanˌtīˈt(y)o͞omər/






adjective




inhibiting the growth of a tumor or tumors




•
 
in laboratory tests, this genetically altered adenovirus produced encouraging antitumor effects.



















antitussive

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈtəsiv/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a drug) used to prevent or relieve a cough.








II.
 
noun




an antitussive drug.













antitype

 
/ˈan(t)iˌtīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that represents the opposite of someone or something else.




2.
 
something that is represented by a symbol




•
 
the ship in danger is easily understood to be its old antitype, the Commonwealth.














II.
 
derivatives





antitypical

 
/ˌantiˈtipikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
antitypus

 , from Greek 
antitupos

 ‘corresponding as an impression to the die,’ from 
anti

 ‘against, opposite’ + 
tupos

 ‘type, a stamp.’






anti-vax

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈvaks, ˌan(t)īˈvaks/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 opposed to vaccination




•
 
anti-vax parents.

















– origin

 1990s: from anti-
 + vax
 .





anti-vaxxer

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈvaksər, ˌan(t)īˈvaksər /

 
anti-vaxer





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is opposed to vaccination, typically a parent who does not wish to vaccinate their child




•
 
experts say several diseases that are avoidable are making a comeback due to anti-vaxxers who refuse to vaccinate their kids.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from anti-vax
 .






antivenin

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈvenin ˌanˌtīˈvenin/





I.
 
noun




an antiserum containing antibodies against specific poisons, especially those in the venom of snakes, spiders, and scorpions.

Also called antivenom
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from anti-
 + 
ven(om)

 + -in
 1
 .






antivenom

 
/ˌantēˈvenəm, ˌantī-/






noun




another term for antivenin
 .













antiviral

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈvīrəl ˌan(t)īˈvīrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 (chiefly of a drug or treatment) effective against viruses.




2.
 


[Computing]

 (of software) designed to detect, remove, or offer protection against computer viruses.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antiviral drug or medicine.













antivirus

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈvīrəs ˌan(t)īˈvīrəs/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 (of software) designed to detect and destroy computer viruses.













antivivisection

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌvivəˈsekSHən ˌantīˌvivəˈsekSHən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
opposed to operations on live animals for scientific research.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
antivivisectionism

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌvivəˈsekSHəˌnizəm ˌanˌtīˌvivəˈsekSHəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
antivivisectionist

 
/ˌan(t)ēˌvivəˈsekSHənəst ˌanˌtīˌvivəˈsekSHənəst /






noun, adjective





















antiwar

 
/ˌan(t)ēˈwôr ˌan(t)īˈwôr/






adjective




opposed to war in general or to the conduct of a specific war




•
 
his speech was interrupted by antiwar protesters.



















anti-Western






adjective




hostile to the interests of Europe and North America, especially the United States




•
 
another wave of anti-Western sentiment could emerge as a result of such an attack.



















antler

 
/ˈantlər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one of the branched horns on the head of an adult (usually male) deer, which are made of bone and are grown and cast off annually.




2.
 
each of the branches on a set of antlers.








II.
 
derivatives





antlered

 
/ˈantlərd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting the lowest (forward-directed) branch of the antler): from Anglo-Norman French, variant of Old French 
antoillier

 , of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





Antlia

 
/ˈan(t)lēə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation (the Air Pump), between Hydra and Vela.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Antliae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars in the constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Antliae.













– origin

 Latin, from Greek.





ant lion






noun




an insect that resembles a dragonfly, with predatory larvae that construct conical pits into which insect prey, especially ants, fall.

[Family 
Myrmeleontidae

 , order 
Neuroptera

 .]













Antofagasta

 
/ˌän(t)ōfəˈɡästə/






a port in northern Chile, capital of Antofagasta region; pop. 341,900 (est. 2006).









Antonine

 
/ˈan(t)əˌnīn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the Roman emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius or their rules (
AD

 137–80).








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
the Antonines

 )


1.
 
the Antonine emperors.













Antoninus Pius

 
/ˌan(t)əˌnīnəs ˈpīəs/






(86–161), Roman emperor 138–161, the adopted son and successor of Hadrian. His reign was generally peaceful.









Antonioni, Michelangelo

 
/ˌantōnēˈōnē, -təˈnyō-/






(1912–2007), Italian movie director. Notable movies: 
L'avventura

 (1960), 
Blow-Up

 (1966), 
Zabriskie Point

 (1970), and 
Beyond the Clouds

 (1995).









antonomasia

 
/anˌtänəˈmāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Rhetoric]

 the substitution of an epithet or title for a proper name (e.g., 
the Bard

 for Shakespeare).




2.
 


[Rhetoric]

 the use of a proper name to express a general idea (e.g., 
a Scrooge

 for a miser).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
antonomazein

 ‘name instead,’ from 
anti-

 ‘against, instead’ + 
onoma

 ‘a name.’





Antony, Mark

 
/ˈantənē, ˈanTHənē/






(
c.

 83–30 
BC

 ), Roman general and triumvir; Latin name 
Marcus Antonius

 . Following Julius Caesar's assassination in 44 
BC

 , he took charge of the Eastern Empire, where he established his association with Cleopatra. Quarrels with Octavian led finally to his defeat at the battle of Actium and to his suicide.









Antony, St.






see Anthony, St.











antonym

 
/ˈan(t)əˌnim/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a word opposite in meaning to another (e.g., 
bad

 and 
good

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





antonymous

 
/anˈtänəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
antonyme

 , from 
ant-

 (from Greek 
anti-

 ‘against’) + Greek 
onuma

 ‘name.’





Antony of Padua, St.






see Anthony of Padua, St.










antrectomy

 
/anˈtrektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of an antrum, especially the antrum of the stomach.













Antrim

 
/ˈantrəm/





I.
 
one of the six counties of Northern Ireland, formerly an administrative area.




II.
 
a town in the county of Antrim, on the northeastern shore of Lough Neagh; pop. 22,000 (est. 2009).









Antron

 
/ˈanträn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of strong, light nylon fiber used chiefly in making carpets and upholstery.











– origin

 1960s: invented name.





antrum

 
/ˈantrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a natural chamber or cavity in a bone or other anatomical structure.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the part of the stomach just inside the pylorus.








II.
 
derivatives





antral

 
/-trəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
antron

 ‘cave.’





antsy

 
/ˈantsē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 agitated, impatient, or restless




•
 
he was too antsy to stay in one place for long.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from the phrase 
have ants in one's pants

 (see ant
 ).





ant-thrush

 
/ˈantTHrəSH/






noun




any of a number of thrush-sized ant-eating birds.

[● a large antbird (three genera in the family 
Formicariidae

 ). ● an African thrush (genus 
Neocossyphus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : four species). ● another term for pitta
 1
 .]














Antung

 
/ˌänˈdo͝oNG/






former name for Dandong
 .










Antwerp

 
/ˈantwərp/





I.
 
a port in northern Belgium, on the Scheldt River; pop. 472,071 (2008). By the 16th century, it was a leading European commercial and financial center. Flemish name 
Antwerpen

 .

French name Anvers
 .




II.
 
a province of Belgium of which Antwerp is the capital.









Anubis

 
/əˈno͞obis /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







the god of mummification, protector of tombs, typically represented as having the head of a jackal.










Anura

 
/əˈn(y)o͝orə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of tailless amphibians that comprises the frogs and toads.

Also called Salientia
 or Batrachia
 .




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
anura

 )
 — amphibians of the order 
Anura

 ; frogs and toads.







– origin

 modern Latin, from an-
 1
 + Greek 
oura

 ‘tail.’





Anuradhapura

 
/ˌənəˌrädəˈpo͝orə/






a city in north central Sri Lanka; pop. 81,500 (est. 2007). The ancient capital of Sri Lanka, it is a center of Buddhist pilgrimage.










anuran

 
/əˈn(y)o͝orən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a tailless amphibian of the order 
Anura

 ; a frog or toad.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting anurans.













anuria

 
/əˈn(y)o͝orēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 failure of the kidneys to produce urine.








II.
 
derivatives





anuric

 
/-ik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from an-
 1
 + -uria
 .






anus

 
/ˈānəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the opening at the end of the alimentary canal through which solid waste matter leaves the body.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, originally ‘a ring.’






Anvers

 
/änˈverz/






French name of Antwerp
 .









anvil

 
/ˈanvil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy steel or iron block with a flat top, concave sides, and typically a pointed end, on which metal can be hammered and shaped.




2.
 
the horizontally extended upper part of a cumulonimbus cloud


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
anvil clouds.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 another term for incus
 .











– origin

 Old English 
anfilte

 , from the Germanic base of on
 + a verbal stem meaning ‘beat.’





ANWR






noun



1.
 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, a wilderness area in Alaska.




2.
 
a Congressional bill that would open up the ANWR to oil exploration and drilling


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
to date, ANWR language has not gained enough bipartisan backing.




















anxiety

 
/aNGˈzīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of worry, nervousness, or unease, typically about an imminent event or something with an uncertain outcome




•
 
he felt a surge of anxiety




•
 


anxieties about

 the moral decline of today's youth.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — desire to do something, typically accompanied by unease




•
 
the housekeeper's eager anxiety to please.










3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a nervous disorder characterized by a state of excessive uneasiness and apprehension, typically with compulsive behavior or panic attacks.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
anxiété

 or Latin 
anxietas

 , from 
anxius

 (see anxious
 ).





anxiolytic

 
/ˌaNGzēəˈlidik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to reduce anxiety.








II.
 
noun




an anxiolytic drug.











– origin

 1960s: from anxiety
 + -lytic
 .






anxious

 
/ˈaNG(k)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
experiencing worry, unease, or nervousness, typically about an imminent event or something with an uncertain outcome




•
 
she was extremely anxious about her exams.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a period of time or situation) causing or characterized by worry or nervousness




•
 
there were some anxious moments.










3.
 
[usu with 
infinitive

 ]
 — wanting something very much, typically with a feeling of unease




•
 
the company was anxious to avoid any trouble




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
my parents were anxious that I get an education.














II.
 
derivatives





anxiousness

 
/ˈaNG(k)SHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
anxius

 (from 
angere

 ‘to choke’) + -ous
 . / 
usage:

 
Anxious

 and 
eager

 both mean ‘looking forward to something,’ but they have different connotations. 
Eager

 suggests enthusiasm about something, a positive outlook: I'm 
eager

 to get started on my vacation. 
Anxious

 implies worry about something: I'm 
anxious

 to get started before it rains.





anxiously

 
/ˈaNGkSHəslē/






adverb




in a manner resulting from or revealing anxiety




•
 
they listened anxiously to the radio for more information.




















any

 
/ˈenē/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — used to refer to one or some of a thing or number of things, no matter how much or many


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
I don't have any choice




•
 
do you have any tips to pass on?




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
someone asked him for a match, but Joe didn't have any




•
 
you don't know 
any of

 my friends




•
 
if there is any left, throw it away.










2.
 
[as 
pronoun

 ]
 — anyone




•
 
they are unlikely to be known by name to any but specialists.










3.
 
whichever of a specified class might be chosen


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
these constellations are visible at any hour of the night




•
 
any fool knows that




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
the illness may be due to 
any of

 several causes.














II.
 
adverb

 — [usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 , as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
(used for emphasis) at all; in some degree




•
 
he wasn't any good at basketball




•
 
why look any further?




•
 
no one would be 
any the wiser

 .










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 used alone, not qualifying another word




•
 
I didn't hurt you any.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
any amount of






see amount
 .









2.
 
any old






see old
 .









3.
 
any time (also anytime)





a.
 
at whatever time




•
 
she can come any time.










b.
 
without exception or doubt




•
 
I can handle a shrimp like him anytime.















4.
 
any time (or day or minute, etc.) now








‹informal›

 very soon




•
 
we'll get them back any day now.















5.
 
be not having any (of it)








‹informal›

 be unwilling to cooperate




•
 
I tried to make polite conversation, but he wasn't having any.















6.
 
hardly any






see hardly
 .









7.
 
not just any —






a particular or special thing of its type rather than an ordinary one of that type




•
 
he had an acting job at last, and not just any part, but the lead in a new film.





















– origin

 Old English 
ǣnig

 (see one
 , -y
 1
 ), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
eenig

 and German 
einig

 . / 
usage:

 When used as a pronoun, 
any

 can be used with either a singular or a plural verb, depending on the context: we needed more sugar but there wasn't any left (singular verb) or are any of the new videos available? (plural verb).





anybody

 
/ˈenēˌbädē ˈenēˌbədē/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
anyone




•
 
there wasn't anybody around.










2.
 
a person of any importance




•
 
everybody who was anybody in state government turned out to be involved.














II.
 
phrases





anybody's guess






see guess
 .

















anyhoo

 
/ˈenēˌho͞o/





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 anyhow; anyway (used to indicate a change of subject or a return to a previous subject after a digression or interruption)




•
 
anyhoo, I think we're all taking ourselves far too seriously today




•
 
anyhoo, to get to the point.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing a regional or informal pronunciation of anyhow
 .






anyhow

 
/ˈenēˌhou/






adverb



1.
 
another term for anyway
 .




2.
 
in a careless or haphazard way




•
 
two suitcases flung anyhow.



















anymore

 
/ˌenēˈmôr /

 
any more






adverb

 — [usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 to any further extent; any longer




•
 
she refused to listen anymore




•
 
you don't get men like him anymore.



















anyone

 
/ˈenēˌwən/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — any person or people




•
 
there wasn't anyone there




•
 
does anyone remember him?




•
 
I was afraid to tell anyone.










2.
 
[without 
negative

 ]
 — used for emphasis




•
 
anyone could do it.










3.
 
a person of importance or authority




•
 
they are read by 
anyone who's anyone

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be anyone's








‹informal›

 (of a person) be open to sexual advances from anyone




•
 
three drinks and he's anyone's.















2.
 
anyone's game






an evenly balanced contest




•
 
it was still anyone's game at halftime.















3.
 
anyone's guess






see guess
 .















usage:

 
Any one

 is not the same as 
anyone

 , and the two forms should not be used interchangeably. 
Any one

 , meaning ‘any single (person or thing),’ is written as two words to emphasize singularity: any one of us could do the job; not more than ten new members are chosen in any one year. Otherwise it is written as one word: anyone who wants to come is welcome. Note that this distinction is structurally similar to, although not identical with, the difference between every day and everyday: see usage at everyday
 .





anyplace

 
/ˈenēˌplās/






adverb






(N. Amer.)

 informal term for anywhere
 :




•
 
Miami is hotter than anyplace else.




















anything

 
/ˈenēˌTHiNG/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — used to refer to a thing, no matter what




•
 
nobody was saying anything




•
 
have you found anything?




•
 
he inquired whether there was anything he could do.










2.
 
[without 
negative

 ]
 — used for emphasis




•
 
I was ready for anything.










3.
 
used to indicate a range




•
 
he trains anything from seven to eight hours a day.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
anything but






not at all (used for emphasis)




•
 
he is anything but racist.















2.
 
anything like —






[with 
negative

 ]
 — at all like— (used for emphasis)




•
 
it doesn't taste anything like wine.















3.
 
(as) — as anything








‹informal›

 extremely—




•
 
she said it out loud, clear as anything.















4.
 
if anything






see if
 .









5.
 
like anything






see like
 1
 .









6.
 
or anything






[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 added as a general reference to other things similar to the thing mentioned




•
 
no strings attached, you don't have to join up or anything.























anytime

 
/ˈenēˌtīm/






adverb




variant of any time
 at any
 .













Anytown

 
/ˈenēˌtoun /

 
Anytown USA






noun




any real or fictional place regarded as being typical of American small-town appearance or values




•
 
the party was looking for that elusive candidate from Anytown.




















anyway

 
/ˈenēˌwā/






adverb



1.
 
used to confirm or support a point or idea just mentioned




•
 
I told you, it's all right, and anyway, it was my fault




•
 
it's too late now anyway.










2.
 
used in questions to emphasize the speaker's wish to obtain the truth




•
 
What are you doing here, anyway?










3.
 
used in conversations:




4.
 
to change the subject or to resume a subject after interruption




•
 
How she lives with him is beyond me. Anyway, I really like her.










5.
 
to indicate that the speaker wants to end the conversation




•
 
Anyway, Dot, I must go.










6.
 
to indicate that the speaker is passing over less significant aspects of an account in order to focus on the most important points




•
 
Poor John always enjoyed a drink. Anyway, he died last year.










7.
 
used to indicate that something happened or will happen in spite of something else




•
 
nobody invited Miss Honey to sit down so she sat down anyway.



















anyways

 
/ˈenēˌwāz/






adverb






(N. Amer.)

 informal or dialect form of anyway
 :




•
 
you wouldn't understand all them long words anyways.




















anywhere

 
/ˈenēˌ(h)wer/





I.
 
adverb

 — [usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]


1.
 
in or to any place




•
 
he couldn't be found anywhere.










2.
 
[without 
negative

 ]
 — used for emphasis




•
 
I could go anywhere in the world.










3.
 
used to indicate a range




•
 
this iron garden seat dates anywhere from 1890 to 1920




•
 
she could have been 
anywhere between

 twenty-five and forty.














II.
 
pronoun




any place




•
 
he doesn't have anywhere to live.














III.
 
phrases





anywhere near





a.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — (used for emphasis) at all near




•
 
I wouldn't dream of letting a surgeon anywhere near my eyes.










b.
 
remotely close to in extent, level, or scope




•
 
imitations rarely look anywhere near as good as the real thing.























anywheres

 
/ˈenē(h)werz/






adverb, pronoun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 informal or dialect form of anywhere
 :


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I'll see if I can find your clothes anywheres.



















anywise

 
/ˈenēˌwīz/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in any manner or way.











– origin

 Old English 
on ǣnige wīsan

 ‘in any wise.’





Anzac

 
/ˈanzak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soldier in the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (1914–18).




2.
 


‹dated›

 a person, especially a member of the armed services, from Australia or New Zealand.











– origin

 acronym.





Anzio

 
/ˈäntsēˌō, ˈanzēō/






a seaport in western Italy, south of Rome; pop. 52,192 (2008). It was a popular resort for citizens of ancient Rome. Allied troops landed here in January 1944, amid fierce fighting, to begin their drive to capture Rome.









AOC






abbreviation






appellation d'origine contrôlée

 (see appellation contrôlée
 ).













ao dai

 
/ˈou ˌdī, ˈô/





I.
 
noun




a Vietnamese woman's long-sleeved tunic with ankle-length panels at front and back, worn over trousers.











– origin

 1960s: Vietnamese.





A-OK

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
A-okay





I.
 
adjective




in good order or condition; all right




•
 
everything will be A-OK




•
 
the pictures look A-OK to me.














II.
 
adverb




in a good manner or way; all right




•
 
we hit it off A-OK.

















– origin

 1960s (originally an astronauts' term): from 
a

 ll systems 
OK

 .





AOR





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a type of popular music in which a hard rock background is combined with softer or more melodic elements.











– origin

 1970s: from 
album-oriented rock

 or 
adult-oriented rock

 .






Aoraki/Mount Cook

 
/ouˈrakē/






official name (since 1999) for Mount Cook, the highest peak in New Zealand: 12,349 feet (3,764 m).









aorist

 
/ˈāərəst /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
noun




(especially in Greek) an unqualified past tense of a verb without reference to duration or completion of the action.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the aorist tense.








III.
 
derivatives





aoristic

 
/ˌāəˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
aoristos

 ‘indefinite,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
horizein

 ‘define, limit.’





aorta

 
/āˈôrdə/





I.
 
noun




the main artery of the body, supplying oxygenated blood to the circulatory system. In humans it passes over the heart from the left ventricle and runs down in front of the backbone.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
aortē

 (used in the plural by Hippocrates for the branches of the windpipe, and by Aristotle for the great artery), from 
aeirein

 ‘raise.’





aortic

 
/āˈôrdik/






adjective




relating to the aorta, the main artery of the body




•
 
the aortic valve.




















Aotearoa

 
/ouˌtāəˈrōə/





I.
 
the Maori name for New Zealand
 .







– origin

 Maori, literally ‘land of the long white cloud.’






aoudad

 
/ˈäo͝oˌdad/





I.
 
noun




another term for Barbary sheep
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Berber 
udād

 .





à outrance

 
/ˌä o͞oˈträns/





I.
 
adverb






‹literary›

 to the death or the very end




•
 
a duel à outrance.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, literally ‘to the utmost.’





Aouzou Strip

 
/ˌouzo͞o ˈstrip/






a narrow corridor of disputed desert land in northern Chad. It forms the border between Chad and Libya. In 1994, Libya agreed to withdraw its troops from the area.









AP






abbreviation



1.
 
advanced placement.




2.
 
American plan.




3.
 
Associated Press.













ap-1







prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
p

 (as in 
apposite

 , 
apprehend

 ).













ap-2







prefix




variant spelling of apo-
 before 
h

 (as in 
aphelion

 ).













apace

 
/əˈpās/





I.
 
adverb






‹literary›

 swiftly; quickly




•
 
work continues apace.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
a pas

 ‘at (a considerable) pace.’





apache

 
/əˈpaSH, äˈpäSH/





I.
 
noun




a violent street ruffian, originally in Paris.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from Apache
 , by association with the reputed ferocity of the American Indian people.






Apache

 
/əˈpaCHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Apaches)
 — a member of a North American Indian people living chiefly in New Mexico and Arizona. The Apache put up fierce resistance to the European settlers and were, under the leadership of Geronimo, the last American Indian people to be conquered.




2.
 
any of the Athabaskan languages of the Apache, which have about 14,000 speakers altogether, though some are virtually extinct.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Apache or their language.











– origin

 from Mexican Spanish, probably from Zuni 
Apachu

 , literally ‘enemy.’





Apalachicola River

 
/ˌapəlaCHiˌkōlə ˈrivər/






see Chattahoochee River
 .









apart

 
/əˈpärt/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
(of two or more people or things) separated by a distance; at a specified distance from each other in time or space




•
 
his parents are now living apart




•
 
two stone gateposts some thirty feet apart




•
 
countries 
as far apart as

 New Zealand and the US




•
 


‹figurative›

 the two sides remained far apart on the issue.










2.
 
to or on one side; at a distance from the main body




•
 
Isabel stepped away from Joanna and stood apart




•
 


‹figurative›

 their religious commitment sets them apart.










3.
 
used after a noun to indicate that someone or something has distinctive qualities that mark them out from other people or things




•
 
wrestlers were a breed apart.










4.
 
used after a noun to indicate that someone or something has been dealt with sufficiently or is being excluded from what follows




•
 
Alaska apart, much of America's energy business concentrates on producing gas.










5.
 
so as to be shattered; into pieces




•
 
he leapt out of the car just before it was blown apart.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
apart from





a.
 
except for




•
 
the whole world seemed to be sleeping, apart from Barbara.










b.
 
in addition to; as well as




•
 
quite apart from all the work, he had such financial problems.















2.
 
tell apart






distinguish or separate one from another




•
 
the twins were so identical that it was impossible to tell them apart.


















III.
 
derivatives





apartness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
a parte

 ‘at the side.’





apartheid

 
/əˈpärtˌ(h)āt əˈpärtˌ(h)īt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (in South Africa) a policy or system of segregation or discrimination on grounds of race.




2.
 


‹historical›

 segregation on grounds other than race




•
 
sexual apartheid.











Adopted by the successful Afrikaner National Party as a slogan in the 1948 election, apartheid extended and institutionalized existing racial segregation. Despite rioting and terrorism at home and isolation abroad from the 1960s onward, the white regime maintained the apartheid system with only minor relaxation until February 1991.







– origin

 1940s: Afrikaans, literally ‘separateness,’ from Dutch 
apart

 ‘separate’ + 
-heid

 (equivalent of -hood
 ).






apartment

 
/əˈpärtmənt /

 
apt.





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a suite of rooms forming one residence, typically in a building containing a number of these.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large building containing residential suites; an apartment building.




3.
 
(
apartments

 )
 — a suite of rooms in a very large or grand house set aside for the private use of a monarch or noble




•
 
the Imperial apartments.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a suite of rooms for the use of a particular person or group): from French 
appartement

 , from Italian 
appartamento

 , from 
appartare

 ‘to separate,’ from 
a parte

 ‘apart.’





apartment building

 
apartment block
 , apartment house






noun




a large building divided into separate apartments.













apathetic

 
/ˌapəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective




showing or feeling no interest, enthusiasm, or concern




•
 
apathetic slackers who don't vote.














II.
 
derivatives





apathetically

 
/ˌapəˈTHedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from apathy
 , on the pattern of 
pathetic

 .






apathy

 
/ˈapəTHē/





I.
 
noun




lack of interest, enthusiasm, or concern




•
 
widespread apathy among students.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
apathie

 , via Latin from Greek 
apatheia

 , from 
apathēs

 ‘without feeling,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
pathos

 ‘suffering.’





apatite

 
/ˈapəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a widely occurring pale green to purple mineral, consisting of calcium phosphate with some fluorine, chlorine, and other elements. It is used in the manufacture of fertilizers.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
apatē

 ‘deceit’ (from the mineral's diverse forms and colors).






apatosaur

 
/əˈpatōsôr /

 
apatosaurus





I.
 
noun




a huge herbivorous dinosaur of the late Jurassic period, with a long neck and tail.

Also called brontosaur
 . [Genus 
Apatosaurus

 (popularly 
Brontosaurus

 ), infraorder 
Sauropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





apatosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
apatē

 ‘deceit’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





APB






abbreviation






(US)

 all-points bulletin.













APC






abbreviation



1.
 
armored personnel carrier.




2.
 
aspirin, phenacetin, and caffeine, a compound used in some analgesics.














ape

 
/āp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large primate that lacks a tail, including the gorilla, chimpanzees, orangutan, and gibbons.

See also great ape
 , gibbon
 . [Families 
Pongidae

 and 
Hylobatidae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of macaque monkeys with short tails, e.g., 
Barbary ape

 .




3.
 
(in general use) any monkey.




4.
 
an unintelligent or clumsy person.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 an inferior imitator or mimic




•
 
cunning is but the ape of wisdom.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate the behavior or manner of (someone or something), especially in an absurd or unthinking way




•
 
new architecture can respect the old without aping its style.














III.
 
phrases





go ape








‹informal›

 express wild excitement or anger




•
 
your kids will go ape over these Popsicles!




•
 
a washerwoman gone ape with a butcher knife.


















IV.
 
derivatives





apelike

 
/ˈāplīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
apa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aap

 and German 
Affe

 .





APEC

 
/ˈāˌpek/






abbreviation




Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation, a regional economic forum established in 1989, including the US, Japan, China, Australia, Indonesia, and Thailand.













Apeldoorn

 
/ˈapəlˌdôrn/






a town in the east central Netherlands; pop. 155,108 (2008). It is the site of the summer residence of the Dutch royal family.









apeman

 
/ˈāpˌman/






noun




an extinct apelike primate believed to be related or ancestral to present-day humans.













Apennines

 
/ˈapəˌnīnz/






a mountain range in Italy that extends for 880 miles (1,400 km) from the northwest to the southern tip of the country.









aperçu

 
/ˌapərˈso͞o/





I.
 
noun




a comment or brief reference that makes an illuminating or entertaining point.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, past participle of 
apercevoir

 ‘perceive.’





aperient

 
/əˈpirēənt /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) used to relieve constipation.








II.
 
noun




an aperient drug.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
aperient-

 ‘opening,’ from 
aperire

 .





aperiodic

 
/ˌāpirēˈädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 not periodic; irregular




•
 
aperiodic fluctuations.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Physics]

 denoting a potentially oscillating or vibrating system (such as an instrument with a pointer) that is damped to prevent oscillation or vibration.








II.
 
derivatives





aperiodicity

 
/āˌpi(ə)rēəˈdisitē /






noun





















aperitif

 
/äˌperəˈtif/





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic drink taken before a meal to stimulate the appetite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
apéritif

 , from medieval Latin 
aperitivus

 , based on Latin 
aperire

 ‘to open.’





aperture

 
/ˈapərˌCHər ˈapərˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 an opening, hole, or gap




•
 
the bell ropes passed through apertures in the ceiling.










2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 a space through which light passes in an optical or photographic instrument, especially the variable opening by which light enters a camera.








II.
 
derivatives





apertural






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
apertura

 , from 
apert-

 ‘opened,’ from 
aperire

 ‘to open.’






aperture priority






noun






[Photography]

 an exposure system used in some automatic cameras in which the aperture is selected by the user and the appropriate shutter speed is controlled automatically.

Compare with shutter priority
 .













apery

 
/ˈāpərē/






noun






‹archaic›

 the act of imitating the behavior or manner of someone, especially in an absurd or unthinking way.













apeshit

 
/ˈāpˌSHit/






noun




(
go apeshit

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 another way of saying go ape
 (see ape
 ).













apetalous

 
/ˌāˈpedələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower) having no petals.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
apetalus

 , from Greek 
apetalos

 ‘leafless’ (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
petalon

 ‘leaf’) + -ous
 .






apex

 
/ˈāpeks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the top or highest part of something, especially one forming a point




•
 
the living room extends right up into the apex of the roof




•
 


‹figurative›

 the apex of his career was when he hoisted aloft the World Cup.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 the highest point in a plane or solid figure, relative to a base line or plane.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the growing point of a shoot.




4.
 
the highest level of a hierarchy, organization, or other power structure regarded as a triangle or pyramid




•
 
the central bank is at the apex of the financial system.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach a high point or climax




•
 
melodic lines build up to the chorus and it apexes at the solo.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘peak, tip.’





Apex

 
/ˈāpeks/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system of reduced fares for scheduled airline flights and railroad journeys that must be booked and paid for before a certain period in advance of departure




•
 
Apex fares.

















– origin

 1970s: from 
A

 dvance 
P

 urchase 
Ex

 cursion.





Apgar score

 
/ˈapɡär ˌskôr/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a measure of the physical condition of a newborn infant. It is obtained by adding points (2, 1, or 0) for heart rate, respiratory effort, muscle tone, response to stimulation, and skin coloration; a score of ten represents the best possible condition.











– origin

 1960s: named after Virginia 
Apgar

 (1909–74), American anesthesiologist who devised this method of assessment in 1953.





aphaeresis

 
/əˈferəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 the loss of a sound or sounds at the beginning of a word, e.g., in the derivation of 
adder

 from 
nadder

 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the removal of blood plasma from the body by the withdrawal of blood, its separation into plasma and cells, and the reintroduction of the cells, used especially to remove antibodies in treating autoimmune diseases.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
aphairesis

 , from 
aphairein

 ‘take away,’ from 
apo

 ‘from’ + 
hairein

 ‘take.’






aphasia

 
/əˈfāZH(ē)ə əˈfāzēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 loss of ability to understand or express speech, caused by brain damage.

Compare with aphonia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





aphasic

 
/əˈfāzik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek, from 
aphatos

 ‘speechless,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
phanai

 ‘speak.’






aphelion

 
/əˈfēlēən/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the point in the orbit of a planet, asteroid, or comet at which it is furthest from the sun




•
 
Mars is 
at aphelion

 .







The opposite of perihelion
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of modern Latin 
aphelium

 (by substitution of the Greek inflection 
-on

 ), from Greek 
aph' hēlion

 ‘from the sun.’





aphesis

 
/ˈafəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the loss of an unstressed vowel at the beginning of a word (e.g., of 
a

 from 
around

 to form 
round

 ).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aphetic

 
/əˈfetik /






adjective













2.
 
aphetically

 
/əˈfetik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘letting go,’ from 
apo

 ‘from’ + 
hienai

 ‘let go, send.’





aphicide

 
/ˈāfiˌsīd, ˈaf-/






noun




an insecticide used against aphids.













aphid

 
/ˈāfid ˈafid/





I.
 
noun




a minute bug that feeds by sucking sap from plants. It reproduces rapidly, often producing live young without mating, and may live in large colonies that cause extensive damage to crops.

[Superfamily 
Aphidoidea

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from 
aphides

 , plural of aphis
 .






aphis

 
/ˈāfis ˈafis/





I.
 
noun




an aphid, especially one of the genus 
Aphis

 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, perhaps a misreading of 
koris

 ‘bug’ (misinterpreting the Greek characters κορ ‘kor’ as αφ ‘aph’).






aphonia

 
/āˈfōnēə əˈfōnēə /

 
aphony





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 loss of ability to speak through disease of or damage to the larynx or mouth.

Compare with aphasia
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
aphōnia

 , from 
aphōnos

 ‘voiceless,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
phōnē

 ‘voice.’





aphorism

 
/ˈafəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pithy observation that contains a general truth, such as, “if it ain't broke, don't fix it.”




2.
 
a concise statement of a scientific principle, typically by an ancient classical author.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aphorist






noun













2.
 
aphoristic

 
/ˌafəˈristik /






adjective













3.
 
aphoristically

 
/ˌafəˈristik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
aphorize

 
/-ˌrīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
aphorisme

 or late Latin 
aphorismus

 , from Greek 
aphorismos

 ‘definition,’ from 
aphorizein

 ‘define.’





aphrodisiac

 
/ˌafrəˈdizēˌak afrəˈdēzēˌak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a food, drink, or drug that stimulates sexual desire




•
 
the Romans worshiped the apple as an aphrodisiac




•
 [
as adj.

 ]
 
aphrodisiac powers.










2.
 
a thing that causes excitement




•
 
for a few seconds she'd fallen for the powerful aphrodisiac of music




•
 
power is an aphrodisiac.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
aphrodisiakos

 , from 
aphrodisios

 , from 
Aphroditē

 (see Aphrodite
 ).






Aphrodite

 
/ˌafrəˈdīdē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the goddess of beauty, fertility, and sexual love. She is variously described as the daughter of Zeus and Dione, or as being born from the sea.

Roman equivalent Venus
 .







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘foam-born,’ from 
aphros

 ‘foam.’





aphtha

 
/ˈafTHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a small ulcer occurring in groups in the mouth or on the tongue.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a condition in which aphthae occur.








II.
 
derivatives





aphthous

 
/-THəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, connected with 
haptein

 ‘set on fire.’





API






abbreviation



1.
 
American Petroleum Institute.




2.
 


[Computing]

 application programming interface.













Apia

 
/əˈpēə, äˈpēə/






the capital of Samoa; pop. 43,000 (est. 2007).









apian

 
/ˈāpēən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to bees.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
apianus

 , from 
apis

 ‘bee.’





apiary

 
/ˈāpēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a place where bees are kept; a collection of beehives.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
apiarian

 
/ˌāpēˈe(ə)rēən /






adjective













2.
 
apiarist

 
/ˈāpēərəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
apiarium

 , from 
apis

 ‘bee.’





apical

 
/ˈāpikəl, ˈap-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of, relating to, or denoting an apex.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) formed with the tip of the tongue.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
apex

 , 
apic-

 (see apex
 ) + -al
 .





apices

 
/ˈāpəsēz ˈapəˌsēz/






plural form of apex
 .










Apicomplexa

 
/ˌapikəmˈpleksə/






another term for Sporozoa
 .









apiculture

 
/ˈāpəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




technical term for beekeeping
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
apicultural

 
/ˌāpiˈkəlCHərəl /






adjective













2.
 
apiculturist

 
/ˌāpiˈkəlCHərist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
apis

 ‘bee’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





apiece

 
/əˈpēs/





I.
 
adverb




(used after a noun or an amount) to, for, or by each one of a group




•
 
we sold 385 prints at $10 apiece.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from a
 + piece
 .





Apis

 
/ˈāpis /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a god depicted as a bull, symbolizing fertility and strength in war.









apish

 
/ˈāpiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling an ape in appearance




•
 
Australopithecus had an apish cranium and a humanlike jaw.










2.
 
resembling or likened to an ape in being foolish or silly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
apishly






adverb













2.
 
apishness






noun





















apitherapy

 
/ˌāpiˈTHerəpē/






noun




the use of products derived from bees as medicine, including venom, honey, pollen, and royal jelly.













aplanat

 
/ˈapləˌnat/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a reflecting or refracting surface that is free from spherical aberration.








II.
 
derivatives





aplanatic

 
/ˌapləˈnatik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
aplanētos

 ‘free from error,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
planan

 ‘wander.’





aplasia

 
/əˈplāZHə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the failure of an organ or tissue to develop or to function normally.








II.
 
derivatives





aplastic

 
/āˈplastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
plasis

 ‘formation.’





aplastic anemia

 
/āˌplastik əˈnēmēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 deficiency of all types of blood cells caused by failure of bone marrow development.













aplenty

 
/əˈplen(t)ē/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
in abundance




•
 
there are going to be disasters aplenty in the garden.



















aplomb

 
/əˈpläm əˈpləm/





I.
 
noun




self-confidence or assurance, especially when in a demanding situation




•
 
Diana passed the test 
with aplomb

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘perpendicularity, steadiness’): from French, from 
à plomb

 ‘according to a plummet.’





apnea

 
/ˈapnēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 apnoea





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 temporary cessation of breathing, especially during sleep




•
 
thousands suffer from 
sleep apnea

 .














II.
 
derivatives





apneic






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
apnoia

 , from 
apnous

 ‘breathless.’





APO






abbreviation



1.
 
(US) Air Force Post Office.




2.
 
(US) Army Post Office.














apo-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
away from




•
 
apocrypha




•
 
apostrophe.










2.
 
separate




•
 
apocarpous.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 denoting the furthest point in the orbit of a body in relation to the primary




•
 
apolune.







Compare with peri-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
apo

 ‘from, away, quite, un-.’





Apoc.






abbreviation



1.
 
Apocalypse.




2.
 
Apocrypha.




3.
 
Apocryphal.














apocalypse

 
/əˈpäkəˌlips/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
the Apocalypse

 )
 — the complete final destruction of the world, especially as described in the biblical book of Revelation.

See also Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse
 .




2.
 
(
the Apocalypse

 )
 — (especially in the Vulgate Bible) the book of Revelation.




3.
 
an event involving destruction or damage on an awesome or catastrophic scale




•
 
a stock market apocalypse




•
 
an era of ecological apocalypse.

















– origin

 Old English, via Old French and ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
apokalupsis

 , from 
apokaluptein

 ‘uncover, reveal,’ from 
apo-

 ‘un-’ + 
kaluptein

 ‘to cover.’





apocalyptic

 
/əˌpäkəˈliptik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
describing or prophesying the complete destruction of the world




•
 
the apocalyptic visions of ecologists.










2.
 
resembling the end of the world; momentous or catastrophic




•
 
the struggle between the two countries is assuming apocalyptic proportions.










3.
 
of or resembling the biblical Apocalypse




•
 
apocalyptic imagery.














II.
 
derivatives





apocalyptically

 
/əˌpäkəˈliptik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun denoting the writer of the Apocalypse, St. John): from Greek 
apokaluptikos

 , from 
apokaluptein

 ‘uncover’ (see apocalypse
 ).






apocarpous

 
/ˌapəˈkärpəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower, fruit, or ovary) having distinct carpels that are not joined together.

The opposite of syncarpous
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from apo-
 + Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit’ + -ous
 .





apochromat

 
/ˌapəˈkrōmat/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a lens or lens system that reduces spherical and chromatic aberration.








II.
 
derivatives





apochromatic

 
/ˌapəkrōˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from apo-
 + chromatic
 .





apocope

 
/əˈpäkəpē/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the loss of a sound or sounds at the end of a word, e.g., in the derivation of 
curio

 from 
curiosity

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek 
apokoptein

 ‘cut off,’ from 
apo-

 ‘from’ + 
koptein

 ‘to cut.’





Apocr.






abbreviation




Apocrypha.














apocrine

 
/ˈapəkrin, ˈapəˌkrīn, ˈapəˌkrēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting multicellular glands that release some of their cytoplasm in their secretions, especially the sweat glands associated with hair follicles in the armpits and pubic regions.

Compare with eccrine
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from apo-
 + Greek 
krinein

 ‘to separate.’





Apocrypha

 
/əˈpäkrəfə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
biblical or related writings not forming part of the accepted canon of Scripture.




2.
 
(
apocrypha

 )
 — writings or reports not considered genuine.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
apocrypha (scripta

 ) ‘hidden (writings),’ from Greek 
apokruphos

 , from 
apokruptein

 ‘hide away.’





apocryphal

 
/əˈpäkrəfəl/






adjective



1.
 
(of a story or statement) of doubtful authenticity, although widely circulated as being true




•
 
an apocryphal story about a former president.










2.
 
(also 
Apocryphal

 )
 — of or belonging to the Apocrypha




•
 
the Apocryphal Gospel of Thomas.



















apodal

 
/āˈpōdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 without feet or having undeveloped feet.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of fish) without ventral fins.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
apous

 , 
apod-

 ‘footless’ (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’) + -ous
 .





apodictic

 
/ˌapəˈdiktik /

 
apodeictic





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 clearly established or beyond dispute.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
apodeiktikos

 , from 
apodeiknunai

 ‘show off, demonstrate.’






apodosis

 
/əˈpädəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 the main (consequent) clause of a conditional sentence (e.g., 
I would agree

 in 
if you asked me I would agree

 ).

Often contrasted with protasis
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
apodidonai

 ‘give back.’





apodous

 
/ˈapədəs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 without feet or having only rudimentary feet.














apogee

 
/ˈapəjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the highest point in the development of something; the climax or culmination




•
 
the White House is considered 
the apogee of

 American achievement.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the point in the orbit of the moon or a satellite at which it is furthest from the earth.

The opposite of perigee
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
apogée

 or modern Latin 
apogaeum

 , from Greek 
apogaion (diastēma

 ) ‘(distance) away from earth,’ from 
apo

 ‘from’ + 
gaia

 , 
gē

 ‘earth.’





apolar

 
/āˈpōlər/






adjective






[chiefly Biochemistry]

 having no electrical polarity.













apolitical

 
/ˌāpəˈlidək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not interested or involved in politics




•
 
a former apolitical housewife.














II.
 
derivatives





apolitically






adverb





















Apollinaire, Guillaume

 
/əˌpäləˈne(ə)r/






(1880–1918), French poet; pseudonym of 
Wilhelm Apollinaris de Kostrowitzki

 . He coined the term 
surrealist

 and was acknowledged by the surrealist poets as their precursor. Notable works: 
Les Alcools

 (1913) and 
Calligrammes

 (1918).









Apollinaris

 
/əˌpäləˈnərəs/





I.
 
(
c.

 310–
c.

 390), bishop of Laodicea in Asia Minor. He upheld the heretical doctrine that Jesus Christ had a human body and soul but no human spirit, this being replaced by the divine Logos.




II.
 
derivatives





Apollinarian






adjective, noun





















Apollo

 
/əˈpälō/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a god, son of Zeus and Leto and brother of Artemis. He is associated with music, poetic inspiration, archery, prophecy, medicine, pastoral life, and in later poetry with the sun; the sanctuary at Delphi was dedicated to him.




II.
 
the American space program for landing astronauts on the moon. 
Apollo 8

 was the first mission to orbit the moon (1968), 
Apollo 11

 was the first to land astronauts (July 20, 1969), and five further landings took place up to 1972.










Apollonian

 
/ˌapəˈlōnēən/






adjective



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 of or relating to the god Apollo.




2.
 
of or relating to the rational, ordered, and self-disciplined aspects of human nature




•
 
the struggle between cold Apollonian categorization and Dionysiac lust and chaos.







Compare with Dionysian
 .













Apollonius1


 
/ˌapəˈlōnēəs/






(
c.

 260–190 
BC

 ), Greek mathematician; known as 
Apollonius of Perga

 . He examined and redefined the various conic sections and was the first to use the terms 
ellipse

 , 
parabola

 , and 
hyperbola

 for these classes of curve.









Apollonius2







(3rd century 
BC

 ), Greek poet and grammarian; known as 
Apollonius of Rhodes

 . He wrote 
Argonautica

 , an epic poem in Homeric style.









Apollyon

 
/əˈpälyən/





I.
 
a name for the Devil (Rev. 9:11).







– origin

 from late Latin (Vulgate), from Greek 
Apolluōn

 ‘destroyer’ (translating Abaddon
 ), from 
apollunai

 , from 
apo-

 ‘quite’ + 
ollunai

 ‘destroy.’






apologetic

 
/əˌpäləˈjedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
regretfully acknowledging or excusing an offense or failure




•
 
she was very apologetic about the whole incident.










2.
 
of the nature of a formal defense or justification of something such as a theory or religious doctrine




•
 
the apologetic proposition that production for profit is the same thing as production for need.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a formal defense or justification): from French 
apologétique

 or late Latin 
apologeticus

 , from Greek 
apologētikos

 , from 
apologeisthei

 ‘speak in one's own defense,’ from 
apologia

 (see apology
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





apologetically

 
/əˌpäləˈjediklē/






adverb




in a manner that expresses or shows regretful acknowledgment of an offense or failure




•
 
he smiles apologetically and slips away.



















apologetics

 
/əˌpäləˈjediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
reasoned arguments or writings in justification of something, typically a theory or religious doctrine




•
 
free market apologetics.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from apologetic
 .





apologia

 
/ˌapəˈlōj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a formal written defense of one's opinions or conduct




•
 
an apologia for book banning.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin (see apology
 ).





apologist

 
/əˈpäləjəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who offers an argument in defense of something controversial




•
 
an enthusiastic 
apologist for

 fascism in the 1920s.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
apologiste

 , from Greek 
apologizesthai

 ‘give an account’ (see apologize
 ).






apologize

 
/əˈpäləˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express regret for something that one has done wrong




•
 
I must 
apologize for

 disturbing you like this




•
 
we 
apologize to

 him for our error.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make a defensive argument, offer a justification’): from Greek 
apologizesthai

 ‘give an account,’ from 
apologos

 (see apologue
 ). In English the verb has always been used as if it were a direct derivative of 
apology

 .






apologue

 
/ˈapəlôɡ/





I.
 
noun




a moral fable, especially one with animals as characters.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, via Latin from Greek 
apologos

 ‘story.’






apology

 
/əˈpäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a regretful acknowledgment of an offense or failure




•
 
we owe you an apology




•
 
my apologies for the delay




•
 
I make no apologies for supporting that policy.










2.
 
a formal, public statement of regret, such as one issued by a newspaper, government, or other organization




•
 
the Prime Minister demanded an apology from the ambassador.










3.
 
(
apologies

 )
 — used to express formally one's regret at being unable to attend a meeting or social function




•
 


apologies for absence

 were received from Miss Brown.










4.
 
(
an apology for

 )
 — a very poor or inadequate example of




•
 
we were shown into an apology for a bedroom.










5.
 
a reasoned argument or writing in justification of something, typically a theory or religious doctrine




•
 
a specious apology for capitalism.














II.
 
phrases





with apologies to






used before the name of an author or artist to indicate that something is a parody or adaptation of their work




•
 
here, with apologies to Rudyard Kipling, is a more apt version of “If.”





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a formal defense against an accusation): from French 
apologie

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
apologia

 ‘a speech in one's own defense,’ from 
apo

 ‘away’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





apols

 
/əˈpälz/





I.
 
plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 apologies




•
 
apols to those who have read this before.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.






apolune

 
/ˈapəˌlo͞on/





I.
 
noun




the point at which a spacecraft in lunar orbit is furthest from the moon.

The opposite of perilune
 .











– origin

 1960s: from apo-
 + Latin 
luna

 ‘moon,’ on the pattern of 
apogee

 .





apomict

 
/ˈapəˌmikt/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant that reproduces by apomixis.














apomixis

 
/ˌapəˈmiksis/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 asexual reproduction in plants, in particular agamospermy.

Often contrasted with amphimixis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





apomictic

 
/-ˈmiktik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from apo-
 + Greek 
mixis

 ‘mingling.’





apomorphine

 
/ˌapəˈmôrfēn, -fin/






noun






[Medicine]

 a white crystalline compound used as an emetic and in the treatment of Parkinson's disease.

[A morphine derivative; chem. formula: C17
 H17
 NO2
 .]













aponeurosis

 
/ˌapən(y)o͝oˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a sheet of pearly-white fibrous tissue that takes the place of a tendon in sheetlike muscles having a wide area of attachment.








II.
 
derivatives





aponeurotic

 
/-ˈrätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
aponeurōsis

 , from 
apo

 ‘off, away’ + 
neuron

 ‘sinew’ + -osis
 .






apophatic

 
/ˌapəˈfadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Theology]

 (of knowledge of God) obtained through negation.

The opposite of cataphatic
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
apophatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
apophaticism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
apophatikos

 ‘negative,’ from 
apophasis

 ‘denial,’ from 
apo-

 ‘other than’ + 
phanai

 ‘speak.’





apophyllite

 
/əˈpäfəˌlīt, ˌapəˈfilīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral occurring typically as white glassy prisms, usually as a secondary mineral in volcanic rocks. It is a hydrated silicate and fluoride of calcium and potassium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from apo-
 + Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf’ + -ite
 1
 .





apophysis

 
/əˈpäfəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 a natural protuberance from a bone, or inside the shell or exoskeleton of a sea urchin or insect, for the attachment of muscles.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 a swelling at the base of the sporangium in some mosses.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 
[Geology]

 a small offshoot extending from an igneous intrusion into the surrounding rock.








II.
 
derivatives





apophyseal

 
/əˈpäfəsēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
apophusis

 ‘offshoot,’ from 
apo-

 ‘from, away’ + 
phusis

 ‘growth.’





apoplectic

 
/ˌapəˈplektik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 overcome with anger; extremely indignant




•
 
Mark was 
apoplectic with

 rage at the decision.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 relating to or denoting apoplexy (stroke)




•
 
an apoplectic attack.














II.
 
derivatives





apoplectically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
apoplectique

 or late Latin 
apoplecticus

 , from Greek 
apoplēktikos

 , from 
apoplēssein

 ‘disable by a stroke’ (see apoplexy
 ).






apoplexy

 
/ˈapəˌpleksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 unconsciousness or incapacity resulting from a cerebral hemorrhage or stroke.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 incapacity or speechlessness caused by extreme anger




•
 
this drives the social engineers of government into apoplexy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
apoplexie

 , from late Latin 
apoplexia

 , from Greek 
apoplēxia

 , from 
apoplēssein

 ‘disable by a stroke.’





apoprotein

 
/ˈapōprōtēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that together with a prosthetic group forms a particular biochemical molecule such as a hormone or enzyme.














apoptosis

 
/ˌapəpˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the death of cells that occurs as a normal and controlled part of an organism's growth or development.

Also called programmed cell death
 .








II.
 
derivatives





apoptotic

 
/-ˈtätik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
apoptōsis

 ‘falling off,’ from 
apo

 ‘from’ + 
ptōsis

 ‘falling, a fall.’





aporia

 
/əˈpôrēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an irresolvable internal contradiction or logical disjunction in a text, argument, or theory




•
 
the celebrated aporia whereby a Cretan declares all Cretans to be liars.










2.
 


[Rhetoric]

 the expression of doubt.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
aporos

 ‘impassable,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
poros

 ‘passage.’





aposematic

 
/ˌapəseˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of coloration or markings) serving to warn or repel predators.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) having aposematic coloration or markings.








II.
 
derivatives





aposematism

 
/ˌapəˈsēməˌtizəm /






noun





















aposiopesis

 
/ˌapəˌsīəˈpēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 the device of suddenly breaking off in speech.








II.
 
derivatives





aposiopetic

 
/-ˈpetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
aposiōpēsis

 , from 
aposiōpan

 ‘be silent.’





apostasy

 
/əˈpästəsē/





I.
 
noun




the abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief.











– origin

 Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
apostasia

 , from a late Greek alteration of Greek 
apostasis

 ‘defection.’






apostate

 
/əˈpäˌstāt əˈpästət/





I.
 
noun




a person who renounces a religious or political belief or principle.








II.
 
adjective




abandoning a religious or political belief or principle.








III.
 
derivatives





apostatical

 
/ˌapəˈstatikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
apostata

 , from Greek 
apostatēs

 ‘apostate, runaway slave.’





apostatize

 
/əˈpästəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renounce a religious or political belief or principle.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
apostatizare

 , from 
apostata

 (see apostate
 ).





a posteriori

 
/ˌä ˌpästērēˈôrē ˌā ˌpästērēˈôrī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting reasoning or knowledge that proceeds from observations or experiences to the deduction of probable causes.

Compare with a priori
 .




2.
 
(loosely) of the nature of an afterthought or subsequent rationalization.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a way based on reasoning from known facts or past events rather than by making assumptions or predictions.




2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — (loosely) with hindsight; as an afterthought.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, ‘from what comes after.’






apostle

 
/əˈpäsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the twelve chief disciples of Jesus Christ.




2.
 
any important early Christian teacher, especially St. Paul.




3.
 
(
Apostle of

 )
 — the first successful Christian missionary in a country or to a people




•
 
Kiril and Metodije, the Apostles of the Slavs.










4.
 
a vigorous and pioneering advocate or supporter of a particular policy, idea, or cause




•
 
Leo Buscaglia, leading apostle of love and okayness.










5.
 
a messenger or representative




•
 
apostles of doom and defeat.










6.
 
one of the twelve administrative officers of the Mormon church.





The twelve Apostles were Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (the Less), Judas (or Thaddaeus), Simon, and Judas Iscariot. After the suicide of Judas Iscariot his place was taken by Matthias.




II.
 
derivatives





apostleship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
apostol

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
apostolos

 ‘messenger,’ from 
apostellein

 ‘send forth.’





Apostle Islands






an island group in northern Wisconsin, in Lake Superior.









Apostles' Creed






a statement of Christian belief used in the Western Church, dating from the 4th century and traditionally ascribed to the twelve Apostles.









Apostle spoon

 
Apostle teaspoon






noun




a teaspoon with the figure of an Apostle or saint on the handle.













apostolate

 
/əˈpästəlāt əˈpästələt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly in Roman Catholic contexts) the position or authority of an Apostle or a religious leader.




2.
 
a group of Apostles or religious leaders.




3.
 
religious or evangelistic activity or works




•
 
our apostolate of hospitality to the elderly.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
apostolatus

 , from 
apostulus

 (see apostle
 ).





apostolic

 
/ˌapəˈstälik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 of or relating to the Apostles




•
 
apostolic writings




•
 
a simple apostolic life.










2.
 


[Christian Church]

 of or relating to the pope, especially when he is regarded as the successor to St. Peter




•
 
an apostolic nuncio.

















– origin

 Middle English: from French 
apostolique

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
apostolicus

 , from Greek 
apostolikos

 , from 
apostolos

 (see apostle
 ).





Apostolic Fathers






plural noun




the Christian leaders immediately succeeding the Apostles.













apostolic succession






noun




(in Christian thought) the uninterrupted transmission of spiritual authority from the Apostles through successive popes and bishops, taught by the Roman Catholic Church but denied by most Protestants.














apostrophe1


 
/əˈpästrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a punctuation mark ( ’ ) used to indicate either possession (e.g., 
Harry's book

 ; 
boys' coats

 ) or the omission of letters or numbers (e.g., 
can't

 ; 
he's

 ; 
class of ’99

 ).











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the omission of one or more letters): via late Latin, from Greek 
apostrophos

 ‘accent of elision,’ from 
apostrephein

 ‘turn away,’ from 
apo

 ‘from’ + 
strephein

 ‘to turn.’ / 
usage:

 The apostrophe is used to indicate missing letters or numbers (bo'sun; the summer of ’63), to form some possessives (see usage at possessive
 ), and to form some plurals (see usage at plural
 ).





apostrophe2


 
/əˈpästrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 an exclamatory passage in a speech or poem addressed to a person (typically one who is dead or absent) or thing (typically one that is personified).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
apostrophē

 ‘turning away,’ from 
apostrephein

 ‘turn away’ (see apostrophe
 1
 ).





apostrophize

 
/əˈpästrəˌfīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Rhetoric]

 address an exclamatory passage in a speech or poem to (someone or something).




2.
 
punctuate (a word) with an apostrophe.













apothecaries' measure

 
/əˈpäTHəkerēz ˌmeZHər /

 
apothecaries' weight






noun






‹historical›

 systems of units formerly used in pharmacy for liquid volume (or weight). They were based respectively on the fluid ounce (= 8 drachms or 480 minims) and the ounce troy (= 8 drams or 24 scruples or 480 grains).














apothecary

 
/əˈpäTHəˌkerē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who prepared and sold medicines and drugs.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
apothecarius

 , from Latin 
apotheca

 , from Greek 
apothēkē

 ‘storehouse.’





apothegm

 
/ˈapəˌTHem /

 


‹Brit.›

 apophthegm





I.
 
noun




a concise saying or maxim; an aphorism.








II.
 
derivatives





apothegmatic

 
/ˌapəTHeɡˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
apophthegme

 or modern Latin 
apothegma

 , from Greek, from 
apophthengesthai

 ‘speak out.’





apothem

 
/ˈapəˌTHem/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 a line from the center of a regular polygon at right angles to any of its sides.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
apotithenai

 ‘put aside, deposit,’ from 
apo

 ‘away’ + 
tithenai

 ‘to place.’





apotheosis

 
/əˌpäTHēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the highest point in the development of something; culmination or climax




•
 
his appearance as Hamlet was the apotheosis of his career.










2.
 
the elevation of someone to divine status; deification.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
apotheōsis

 , from 
apotheoun

 ‘make a god of,’ from 
apo

 ‘from’ + 
theos

 ‘god.’





apotheosize

 
/əˈpäTHēəsīz ˌapəˈTHēəˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
elevate to, or as if to, the rank of a god; idolize.













apotropaic

 
/ˌapətrəˈpāik/





I.
 
adjective




supposedly having the power to avert evil influences or bad luck




•
 
apotropaic statues.














II.
 
derivatives





apotropaically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
apotropaios

 ‘averting evil,’ from 
apotrepein

 ‘turn away or from’ + -ic
 .





app

 
/ap/






noun






[Computing]

 an application, especially as downloaded by a user to a mobile device.




•
 
apparently there are these new apps that will actually read your emails to you.



















Appalachia

 
/ˌapəˈlāCH(ē)ə ˌapəˈlāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
a term for areas in the Appalachian Mountains of the eastern US that exhibit long-term poverty and distinctive folkways.




II.
 
derivatives





Appalachian

 
/ˌapəˈlāCH(ē)ən ˌapəˈlāSH(ē)ən /






adjective





















Appalachian Mountains

 
/ˌapəˌlāCHēən ˈmountənz /

 
the Appalachians






a mountain system in eastern North America that stretches from Quebec and Maine in the north to Georgia and Alabama in the south. Its highest peak, Mount Mitchell in North Carolina, rises to 6,684 feet (2,037 m).









Appalachian Trail






an approximately 2,000-mi. (3,200-km.) footpath through the Appalachian Mountains from Mount Katahdin in Maine to Springer Mountain in Georgia.










appall

 
/əˈpôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
greatly dismay or horrify




•
 
bankers are 
appalled at

 the economic incompetence of some officials




•
 (as 
adj.

 
appalled

 )
 
Alison looked at me, appalled.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
apalir

 ‘grow pale,’ from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
palir

 ‘to pale.’ The original sense was ‘grow pale,’ later ‘make pale,’ hence ‘dismay, horrify’ (late Middle English).





appalling

 
/əˈpôliNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 awful; terrible




•
 
his conduct was appalling.



















appallingly

 
/əˈpôliNGlē/






adverb




to a horrifying or shocking degree




•
 
there are people who suffer appallingly all the time




•
 [as 
submodiifier

 ]
 
the public waiting list is appallingly long.



















Appaloosa

 
/ˌapəˈlo͞osə/





I.
 
noun




a horse of a North American breed having dark spots on a light background.











– origin

 1920s: from 
Opelousas

 in Louisiana, or 
Palouse

 , a river in Idaho.





appanage

 
/ˈapənij /

 
apanage





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a gift of land, an official position, or money given to the younger children of kings and princes to provide for their maintenance.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a necessary accompaniment




•
 
there is a tendency to make microbiology an 
appanage of

 organic chemistry.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, based on medieval Latin 
appanare

 ‘provide with the means of subsistence,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
panis

 ‘bread.’






apparat

 
/ˈäpəˌrät, ˌapə-/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the administrative system of a communist party, typically in a communist country.











– origin

 1940s: Russian, from German, literally ‘apparatus.’





apparatchik

 
/ˌäpəˈräCHik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a member of a communist party apparat.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 
‹derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 an official in a large political organization




•
 
Tory apparatchiks.

















– origin

 1940s: Russian, from 
apparat

 (see apparat
 ).





apparatus

 
/ˌapəˈradəs ˌapəˈrādəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the technical equipment or machinery needed for a particular activity or purpose




•
 
laboratory apparatus.










2.
 
a complex structure within an organization or system




•
 
the apparatus of government.










3.
 
(also 
critical apparatus

 or 
apparatus criticus

 )
 — a collection of notes, variant readings, and other matter accompanying a printed text.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
apparare

 ‘make ready for,’ from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
parare

 ‘make ready.’





apparel

 
/əˈperəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
(US)

 clothing.




2.
 
(
apparels

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 
(US)

 embroidered ornamentation on ecclesiastical vestments.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 clothe (someone)




•
 
all the vestments in which they used to apparel their Deities.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘make ready or fit’; as a noun ‘furnishings, equipment’): from Old French 
apareillier

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ (expressing change) + 
par

 ‘equal.’





apparent

 
/əˈperənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
clearly visible or understood; obvious


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it became apparent that he was talented




•
 
for no apparent reason she laughed.










2.
 
seeming real or true, but not necessarily so




•
 
his apparent lack of concern.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aparant

 , from Latin 
apparent-

 ‘appearing,’ from the verb 
apparere

 (see appear
 ).





apparently

 
/əˈperən(t)lē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
as far as one knows or can see




•
 
the child nodded, apparently content with the promise.










2.
 
used by speakers or writers to avoid committing themselves to the truth of what they are saying




•
 
foreign ministers met but apparently failed to make progress.




















apparent magnitude






noun






[Astronomy]

 the magnitude of a celestial object as it is actually measured from the earth.

Compare with absolute magnitude
 .














apparent solar time






noun






[Astronomy]

 time as calculated by the motion of the apparent (true) sun. The time indicated by a sundial corresponds to apparent solar time.

Compare with mean solar time
 .













apparent time






noun




another term for mean solar time
 .













apparition

 
/ˌapəˈriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ghost or ghostlike image of a person.




2.
 
the appearance of something remarkable or unexpected, typically an image of this type




•
 
twentieth-century apparitions of the Virgin.














II.
 
derivatives





apparitional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the action of appearing’): from Latin 
apparitio(n-)

 ‘attendance,’ from the verb 
apparere

 (see appear
 ).






appeal

 
/əˈpēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a serious or urgent request, typically to the public




•
 
police are 
appealing for

 information about the incident




•
 
she 
appealed to

 Germany for political asylum.










2.
 


[Law]

 apply to a higher court for a reversal of the decision of a lower court




•
 
he said he would 
appeal against

 the conviction.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 apply to a higher court for a reversal of (the decision of a lower court)




•
 
they have 48 hours to appeal the decision.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 (of the team in the field) call on the umpire to rule a strike or out on a completed play.




5.
 
(
appeal to

 )
 — address oneself to (a principle or quality in someone) in anticipation of a favorable response




•
 
I appealed to his sense of justice.










6.
 
be attractive or interesting




•
 
the range of topics will 
appeal to

 youngsters.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a serious or urgent request, typically one made to the public




•
 
his mother made an appeal for the return of the ring.










2.
 
an attempt to obtain financial support




•
 
a public appeal to raise $120,000.










3.
 
entreaty




•
 
a look of appeal on his face.










4.
 


[Law]

 an application to a higher court for a decision to be reversed




•
 
he has 28 days in which to 
lodge an appeal






•
 
the right of appeal.










5.
 
an address to a principle or quality in anticipation of a favorable response




•
 
an appeal to black pride.










6.
 
the quality of being attractive or interesting




•
 
the popular appeal of football.














III.
 
derivatives





appealer

 
/əˈpēlər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in legal contexts): from Old French 
apel

 (noun), 
apeler

 (verb), from Latin 
appellare

 ‘to address,’ based on 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’





appealing

 
/əˈpēliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
attractive or interesting




•
 
the rural life is somehow more appealing




•
 
an appealing young woman.










2.
 
(of an expression or tone of voice) showing that one wants help or sympathy




•
 
an appealing look.














II.
 
derivatives





appealingly

 
/əˈpēliNGlē /






adverb





















appeals court






noun




a court that hears appeals from a lower court.














appear

 
/əˈpir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come into sight; become visible or noticeable, typically without visible agent or apparent cause




•
 
smoke appeared on the horizon.










2.
 
come into existence or use




•
 
the major life forms appeared on earth.










3.
 
(of a book) be published




•
 
the paperback edition didn't appear for another two years.










4.
 
feature or be shown




•
 
the symbol 
appears in

 many paintings of the period.










5.
 
perform publicly in a movie, play, etc.




•
 
he 
appeared on

 Broadway.










6.
 
(of an accused person, witness, or lawyer) make an official appearance in a court of law




•
 
he 
appeared on

 six charges of theft.










7.
 


‹informal›

 arrive at a place




•
 
by ten o'clock Bill still hadn't appeared.










8.
 
seem; give the impression of being


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she appeared not to know what was happening




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 


it appears

 unlikely that interest rates will fall




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
he appeared unaware of the rebuke.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
apareir

 , from Latin 
apparere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
parere

 ‘come into view.’





appearance

 
/əˈpirəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way that someone or something looks




•
 
I like the appearance of stripped antique pine




•
 
they are similar 
in appearance

 .










2.
 
an impression given by someone or something, although this may be misleading




•
 
she read it with every appearance of interest.










3.
 
an act of performing or participating in a public event




•
 
he is well-known for his television appearances.










4.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of becoming visible or noticeable; an arrival




•
 
the sudden appearance of her daughter startled her.










5.
 
a process of coming into existence or use




•
 
the appearance of the railroad.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep up appearances






maintain an impression of wealth or well-being, typically to hide the true situation.









2.
 
make (or put in) an appearance






attend an event briefly, typically out of courtesy.









3.
 
to (or by) all appearances






as far as can be seen




•
 
to all appearances, it had been a normal day.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aparance

 , 
aparence

 , from late Latin 
apparentia

 , from Latin 
apparere

 (see appear
 ).





appearance money






noun




money paid to secure the appearance of a celebrity, typically a sports figure, at a particular event.













appease

 
/əˈpēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pacify or placate (someone) by acceding to their demands




•
 
amendments have been added to appease local pressure groups.










2.
 
relieve or satisfy (a demand or a feeling)




•
 
we give to charity because it appeases our guilt.














II.
 
derivatives





appeaser

 
/əˈpēzər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
apaisier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
pais

 ‘peace.’





appeasement

 
/əˈpēzmənt/






noun




the action or process of appeasing




•
 
a policy of appeasement.



















Appel, Karel

 
/ˈäpəl/






(1921–2006), Dutch painter, sculptor, and graphic artist.









appellant

 
/əˈpelənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who applies to a higher court for a reversal of the decision of a lower court.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
apelant

 , literally ‘appealing,’ from the verb 
apeler

 (see appeal
 ).





appellate

 
/əˈpelət/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 (typically of a court) concerned with or dealing with applications for decisions to be reversed.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘appealed against, accused’): from Latin 
appellatus

 ‘appealed against,’ from the verb 
appellare

 (see appeal
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.





appellation1


 
/ˌapəˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 a name or title




•
 
the city fully justifies its appellation “the Pearl of the Orient.”










2.
 


‹formal›

 the action of giving a name to a person or thing.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
appellatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
appellare

 (see appeal
 ).





appellation2


 
/äpeläˈsyôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an appellation contrôlée.




2.
 
a wine bearing an appellation contrôlée.




3.
 
the district in which a wine bearing an appellation contrôlée is produced.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
appellation (d'origine) contrôlée

 .






appellation contrôlée

 
/äpeläˌsyôn ˌkäntrôˈlā /

 
appellation d'origine contrôlée





I.
 
noun




a description awarded to French wine guaranteeing that it was produced in the region specified, using vines and production methods that satisfy the regulating body.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘controlled appellation.’





appellative

 
/əˈpelədiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 relating to or denoting the giving of a name.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a common noun, such as “doctor,” “mother,” or “sir,” used as a vocative.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
appellativus

 , from 
appellat-

 ‘addressed,’ from the verb 
appellare

 (see appeal
 ).





appellee

 
/ˌapəˈlē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
(chiefly US)

 the respondent in a case appealed to a higher court.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
appelé

 , past participle of 
appeler

 ‘call,’ from Latin 
appellare

 ‘to address’ (see appeal
 ).






append

 
/əˈpend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (something) as an attachment or supplement




•
 
the results of the survey are 
appended to

 this chapter.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
appendere

 ‘hang on,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
pendere

 ‘hang.’





appendage

 
/əˈpendij/






noun



1.
 
(often with negative or pejorative connotations) a thing that is added or attached to something larger or more important




•
 
they treat Scotland as a mere appendage of England.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a projecting part of an invertebrate or other living organism, with a distinct appearance or function




•
 
many species have specialized clutching appendages.



















appendant

 
/əˈpendənt /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective




attached or added, typically in a subordinate capacity.








II.
 
noun




a subordinate person or thing.











– origin

 late Middle English (in legal contexts): from Old French 
apendant

 , from 
apendre

 ‘depend on, belong to,’ from Latin 
appendere

 (see append
 ).





appendectomy

 
/ˌapənˈdektəmē /

 


‹Brit.›

 appendicectomy






noun




a surgical operation to remove the appendix.













appendicitis

 
/əˌpendəˈsīdəs/






noun




a serious medical condition in which the appendix becomes inflamed and painful.













appendicular

 
/ˌapənˈdikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 relating to or denoting an appendage or appendages.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Anatomy]

 of or relating to a limb or limbs




•
 
the appendicular skeleton.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
appendicula

 ‘small appendage,’ diminutive of 
appendix

 , + -ar
 1
 .





appendix

 
/əˈpendiks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a tube-shaped sac attached to and opening into the lower end of the large intestine in humans and some other mammals.

Also called vermiform appendix
 . In humans the appendix is small and has no known function, but in rabbits, hares, and some other herbivores it is involved in the digestion of cellulose.




2.
 
a section or table of additional matter at the end of a book or document.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, from 
appendere

 ‘hang upon’ (see append
 ). Sense 1 dates from the early 17th cent. / 
usage:

 
Appendix

 typically has the plural 
appendixes

 in the anatomical sense, and 
appendices

 when referring to a part of a book or document.





apperception

 
/ˌapərˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 
‹dated›

 the mental process by which a person makes sense of an idea by assimilating it to the body of ideas he or she already possesses.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 
‹dated›

 fully conscious perception




•
 
an immediate apperception of a unity lying beyond.














II.
 
derivatives





apperceptive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
aperception

 or modern Latin 
aperceptio(n-)

 , from Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
percipere

 ‘perceive.’






appertain

 
/ˌapərˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
appertain to

 )
 — relate to; concern




•
 
the answers generally appertain to improvements in standards of service.










2.
 
be appropriate or applicable




•
 
the institutional arrangements that appertain under the system.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
apertenir

 , from late Latin 
appertinere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + Latin 
pertinere

 ‘to pertain.’





appestat

 
/ˈapəˌstat/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the region of the hypothalamus of the brain that is believed to control a person's appetite for food.











– origin

 1950s: from appetite
 , probably on the pattern of 
thermostat

 .





appetency

 
/ˈapədənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a longing or desire.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a natural tendency or affinity.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
appetentia

 , from 
appetere

 ‘seek after’ (see appetite
 ).






appetite

 
/ˈapəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a natural desire to satisfy a bodily need, especially for food




•
 
he has a healthy appetite




•
 
they suffered from loss of appetite.










2.
 
a strong desire or liking for something




•
 
an unquenchable appetite for life.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
apetit

 (modern 
appétit

 ), from Latin 
appetitus

 ‘desire for,’ from 
appetere

 ‘seek after,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
petere

 ‘seek.’





appetitive

 
/ˈapəˌtīdiv/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by a natural desire to satisfy bodily needs




•
 
the appetitive behavior of animals.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
appetitiveness






noun













2.
 
appetitively






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
appétitif

 or medieval Latin 
appetitivus

 , from 
appetire

 ‘seek after’ (see appetite
 ).





appetizer

 
/ˈapəˌtīzər/






noun




a small dish of food or a drink taken before a meal or the main course of a meal to stimulate one's appetite.













appetizing

 
/ˈapəˌtīziNG /

 
appetising





I.
 
adjective




stimulating one's appetite




•
 
the appetizing aroma of sizzling bacon.














II.
 
derivatives





appetizingly

 
/ˈapəˌtīziNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
appétissant

 , irregular formation from 
appétit

 (see appetite
 ).






Appian Way

 
/ˌapēən ˈwā/






in classical times, the principal road south from Rome, named after the censor 
Appius Claudius Caecus

 , who built the section to Capua in 312 
BC

 ; it was later extended to Brindisi.

Latin name Via Appia
 .










applaud

 
/əˈplôd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show approval or praise by clapping




•
 
the crowd whistled and applauded




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his speech was loudly applauded.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — show strong approval of (a person or action); praise




•
 
Jill applauded the decision.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
applaudere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
plaudere

 ‘to clap,’ reinforced by French 
applaudir

 .





applause

 
/əˈplôz/





I.
 
noun




approval or praise expressed by clapping




•
 
they 
gave

 him 
a round of applause

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
applausus

 , from the verb 
applaudere

 (see applaud
 ).





applause line






noun






(US)

 a statement in a political speech calculated to win a favorable response from an audience




•
 
an urgent plea for health-care reform is still a reliable applause line.




















apple

 
/ˈapəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the round fruit of a tree of the rose family, which typically has thin red or green skin and crisp flesh. Many varieties have been developed as dessert or cooking fruit or for making cider.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an unrelated fruit that resembles an apple in some way.

See also custard apple
 , thorn apple
 .




3.
 
(also 
apple tree

 )
 — the tree which bears apples.

[Genus 
Malus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : numerous hybrids and cultivars.]




4.
 
(
the Apple

 )
 — short for Big Apple
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the apple never falls far from the tree








‹proverb›

 family characteristics are usually inherited.









2.
 
the apple of one's eye






a person of whom one is extremely fond and proud.

[originally denoting the pupil of the eye, considered to be a globular solid body, extended as a symbol of something cherished.]









3.
 
apples and oranges

 
apples to oranges








(N. Amer.)

 used with reference to two things that are fundamentally different and therefore not suited to comparison




•
 
unless you also drove a Corolla on the same roads as the A8, you're comparing apples and oranges.















4.
 
apples to apples






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 used with reference to a comparison regarded as valid because it concerns two things that are fundamentally the same




•
 
there is no apples-to-apples comparison when comparing a foreign currency to USD




•
 
you want to compare us to Australia or Great Britain, like it’s apples to apples.















5.
 
a rotten (or bad) apple








‹informal›

 a bad or corrupt person in a group, typically one whose behavior is likely to have a detrimental influence on his or her associates.

[with reference to the effect that a rotten apple has on fruit with which it is in contact.]









6.
 
upset the applecart






spoil a plan or disturb the status quo.















– origin

 Old English 
æppel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
appel

 and German 
Apfel

 .





apple butter






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a paste of spiced stewed apple used as a spread or condiment, typically made with cider.













apple-cheeked

 
/ˈap(ə)lˌCHēkt/






adjective




(of a person) having round rosy cheeks.













apple core






noun




the tough central part of an apple, containing the seeds




•
 
he tossed his apple core into someone's garden.




•
 
rotting apple cores.



















apple green

 
/ˈapəl ɡrēn/






noun




a bright yellowish green.













apple-head doll

 
apple doll






noun




in American folk art, a doll whose head has been fashioned from a dried peeled apple.













Apple Isle

 

‹Austral.›


 
Apple Island






a nickname for Tasmania.









applejack

 
/ˈapəlˌjak/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an alcoholic drink distilled from fermented cider.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from apple
 + jack
 1
 .





apple knocker






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who picks or sells apples.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a baseball player, specifically a batter.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an ignorant or unsophisticated person.













apple pie

 
/ˈˌapəl ˈpī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pie made with apples.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 used to represent a cherished ideal of comfort and familiarity




•
 
to say I'm fed up with the Olympics is like being against 
motherhood and apple pie

 .














II.
 
phrases





as American as apple pie








(N. Amer.)

 typically American in character.

















apple-pie order






noun




perfect order or neatness




•
 
everything was 
in apple-pie order

 .



















apple polisher

 
/ˈapəl ˈpäliSHər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who behaves obsequiously to someone important.








II.
 
derivatives





apple-polishing






noun





















applesauce

 
/ˈapəlˌsôs/






noun



1.
 
a puree of stewed apples, typically sweetened.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 nonsense




•
 
Equal Opportunity for All—Elmer says that's all applesauce.



















Appleseed, Johnny

 
/ˈapəlˌsēd/






(1774–1845), US folk hero; born 
John Chapman

 . A Swedenborgian missionary, he traveled throughout Ohio and Indiana planting and caring for apple orchards.










applet

 
/ˈaplət/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a very small application, especially a utility program performing one or a few simple functions.











– origin

 1990s: blend of application
 and -let
 .





appletini

 
/ˌapəlˈtēnē/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail consisting of vodka mixed with apple juice, apple liqueur, or cider




•
 
in the absence of margaritas the drink of choice was appletinis.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of apple
 and martini
 .





Appleton

 
/ˈapəltən/






an industrial and academic city in east central Wisconsin; pop. 70,305 (est. 2008).









Appleton, Sir Edward Victor






(1892–1965), English physicist. He discovered a region of ionized gases (the Appleton layer) in the atmosphere above the Heaviside or E layer. Nobel Prize for Physics (1947).









Apple Valley





I.
 
a town in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 70,200 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southeastern Minnesota, south of Minneapolis; pop. 50,004 (est. 2008).









applewood

 
/ˈapəlˌwo͝od/






noun




the timber of the apple tree, used in carpentry and to smoke food.













appliance

 
/əˈplīəns/






noun



1.
 
a device or piece of equipment designed to perform a specific task, typically a domestic one




•
 
electrical and gas appliances.










2.
 
an apparatus fitted by a surgeon or a dentist for corrective or therapeutic purpose.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 the action or process of bringing something into operation




•
 
the appliance of science could increase crop yields.



















applianced

 
/əˈplīənst/






adjective






(US)

 (of a kitchen) having or fitted with appliances.













applicability

 
/əplikəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being relevant or appropriate




•
 
the case has raised questions about the 
applicability

 of local laws 
to

 acts committed by foreigners outside the country.



















applicable

 
/ˈapləkəb(ə)l əˈplikəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relevant or appropriate




•
 
the same considerations are equally applicable to accident claims.














II.
 
derivatives





applicably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘compliant’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
applicabilis

 , from the verb 
applicare

 (see apply
 ).





applicant

 
/ˈapləkənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes a formal application for something, typically a job.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from application
 + -ant
 .






application

 
/ˌapləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal request to an authority for something




•
 
an 
application for

 leave




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
an application to join the forum




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
application form.










2.
 
the action of putting something into operation




•
 
the application of general rules to particular cases




•
 
massage has far-reaching medical applications.










3.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — practical use or relevance




•
 
this principle has no application to the present case.










4.
 
the action of putting something on a surface




•
 
a fresh application of makeup




•
 
paints suitable for application on fabric.










5.
 
a medicinal substance put on the skin.




6.
 
sustained effort; hard work




•
 
the job takes a great deal of patience and application.










7.
 
(also 
application program

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a program or piece of software designed and written to fulfill a particular purpose of the user




•
 
a database application.














II.
 
derivatives





applicational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
applicatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
applicare

 (see apply
 ).





application program






noun




another term for application
 (
sense

 5).













application programming interface

 
API






noun






[Computing]

 a system of tools and resources in an operating system, enabling developers to create software applications.













applicative

 
/ˈapliˌkātiv, əˈplikə-/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involving the application of a subject or idea; practical or applied




•
 
applicative algebra.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
applicat-

 ‘set close or in contact, fastened to,’ from the verb 
applicare

 (see apply
 ).





applicator

 
/ˈapləˌkādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device used for inserting something or for applying a substance to a surface.




2.
 
a person who applies a substance or installs something, such as house siding.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
applicat-

 ‘fastened to’ (from the verb 
applicare

 ) + -or
 1
 .






applied

 
/əˈplīd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a subject or type of study) put to practical use as opposed to being theoretical




•
 
applied chemistry.







Compare with pure
 .













appliqué

 
/ˌapləˈkā/





I.
 
noun




ornamental needlework in which pieces of fabric are sewn or stuck onto a large piece of fabric to form pictures or patterns.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be appliquéd

 )


1.
 
decorate (a piece of fabric) with appliqué




•
 
the coat is 
appliquéd with

 exotic-looking cloth




•
 (as 
adj.

 
appliquéd

 )
 
19th-century appliquéd silks.










2.
 
sew or stick (pieces of fabric) onto a large piece of fabric to form pictures or patterns




•
 
the floral motifs are 
appliquéd to

 christening robes.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, past participle of 
appliquer

 ‘apply,’ from Latin 
applicare

 (see apply
 ).






apply

 
/əˈplī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a formal application or request




•
 
you need to 
apply to

 the local authorities for a grant




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
a number of people have applied to vote by proxy.










2.
 
put oneself forward formally as a candidate for a job




•
 
she had 
applied for

 a number of positions.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be applicable or relevant




•
 
the offer does not 
apply to

 unionized workers




•
 
normal rules apply.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or spread (something) on a surface




•
 
the sealer can be 
applied to

 new wood.










5.
 
administer




•
 
smooth over with a cloth, applying even pressure.










6.
 
(
apply oneself

 )
 — give one's full attention to a task; work hard.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring or put into operation or practical use




•
 
the oil industry has failed to apply appropriate standards of care.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aplier

 , from Latin 
applicare

 ‘fold, fasten to,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





appoggiatura

 
/əˌpäjəˈto͝orə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a grace note performed before a note of the melody and falling on the beat.











– origin

 Italian, from 
appoggiare

 ‘lean upon, rest.’






appoint

 
/əˈpoint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign a job or role to (someone)




•
 
she has been 
appointed to

 the board




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
a delegated engineer will be appointed to oversee each graduate




•
 
they 
appointed

 her 
as

 personnel manager.










2.
 
determine or decide on (a time or a place)




•
 
they appointed a day in May for the meeting.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 decree




•
 
such laws are appointed by God.










4.
 


[Law]

 decide the disposal of (property of which one is not the owner) under powers granted by the owner




•
 
trustees appoint the capital to the beneficiaries.














II.
 
derivatives





appointer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
apointer

 , from 
a point

 ‘to a point.’





appointed

 
/əˈpoin(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a time or place) decided on beforehand; designated




•
 
she arrived at the appointed time.










2.
 
(of a building or room) equipped or furnished in a specified way or to a specified standard




•
 
a luxuriously appointed lobby.



















appointee

 
/əpoinˈtē/






noun



1.
 
a person to whom a job or role is assigned




•
 
an 
appointee to

 to the federal judiciary




•
 
the Commission calls for a reduction in the number of political appointees.










2.
 


[Law]

 a person empowered by the owner of property to decide the disposition of that property




•
 
an appointee will arrange to receive your state benefits and pay your bills.



















appointive

 
/əˈpoin(t)iv/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a job) relating to or filled by appointment rather than election.













appointment

 
/əˈpointmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrangement to meet someone at a particular time and place




•
 
she 
made an appointment

 with my receptionist.










2.
 
an act of appointing; assigning a job or position to someone




•
 
his appointment as president.










3.
 
a job or position




•
 
she took up an appointment as head of communications.










4.
 
a person appointed to a job or position.




5.
 
(
appointments

 )
 — furniture or fittings




•
 
the room was spartan in its appointments.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by appointment






having previously made an arrangement to do something




•
 
visits are by appointment only.















2.
 
power of appointment





a.
 
power to select the holder of a particular job or position.




b.
 


[Law]

 power to decide the disposal of property, in exercise of a right conferred by the owner.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
apointement

 , from 
apointer

 (see appoint
 ).





Appomattox

 
/ˌapəˈmadəks/






a historic site in central Virginia, at the head of the Appomattox River, where Robert E. Lee's surrender of his Confederate forces in April 1865 ended the Civil War.









apportion

 
/əˈpôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide and allocate




•
 
voting power will be apportioned according to contribution.










2.
 
assign




•
 
they did not 
apportion

 blame or liability 
to

 any one individual.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
apportionner

 or medieval Latin 
apportionare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
portionare

 ‘divide into portions.’





apportionment

 
/əˈpôrSHənmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or result of apportioning something




•
 
an exercise in apportionment of blame.










2.
 
the determination of the proportional number of members each US state sends to the House of Representatives, based on population figures.













appose

 
/əˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 place (something) in proximity to or juxtaposition with something else




•
 
the specimen was 
apposed to

 X-ray film.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
apponere

 , on the pattern of words such as 
compose

 , 
expose

 .






apposite

 
/ˈapəzət/





I.
 
adjective




apt in the circumstances or in relation to something




•
 
an apposite quotation




•
 
the observations are 
apposite to

 the discussion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
appositely

 
/ˈapəzətlē /






adverb













2.
 
appositeness

 
/ˈapəzətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
appositus

 , past participle of 
apponere

 ‘apply,’ from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
ponere

 ‘put.’





apposition

 
/ˌapəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 the positioning of things or the condition of being side by side or close together.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a relationship between two or more words or phrases in which the two units are grammatically parallel and have the same referent (e.g., 
my friend Sue

 ; 
the first US president, George Washington

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
appositio(n-)

 , from 
apponere

 ‘to apply’ (see apposite
 ).






appositional

 
/ˌapəˈziSHənl /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to apposition.








II.
 
noun




a term standing in apposition.













appositive

 
/əˈpäzədiv/





I.
 
adjective, noun






[Grammar]

 another term for appositional
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
appositivus

 ‘subsidiary.’





appraisal

 
/əˈprāzəl/






noun



1.
 
an act of assessing something or someone




•
 
treatment begins with a thorough appraisal of the patient's condition




•
 
the report has been subject to appraisal.










2.
 
an expert estimate of the value of something




•
 
the final figure is just a little more than triple the appraisal.



















appraisal drilling






noun




drilling undertaken to establish the quality, quantity, and other characteristics of oil or gas in a newly discovered field.













appraise

 
/əˈprāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assess the value or quality of




•
 
she stealthily appraised him in a pocket mirror




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the interviewer's job is to appraise and evaluate.










2.
 
(of an official or expert) set a price on; value




•
 
they appraised the painting at $200,000.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
appraiser

 
/əˈprāzər /






noun













2.
 
appraisingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘set a price on’): alteration of apprize
 , by association with praise
 . The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent. / 
usage:

 
Appraise

 , meaning ‘evaluate,’ should not be confused with 
apprise

 , which means ‘inform’: the painting was appraised at $3,000,000; they gasped when apprised of this valuation.





appreciable

 
/əˈprēSH(ē)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




large or important enough to be noticed




•
 
tea and coffee both contain appreciable amounts of caffeine.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
appréciable

 , from 
apprécier

 (see appreciate
 ).





appreciably

 
/əˈprēSH(ē)əblē/






adverb




to an appreciable extent; considerably




•
 
profits have grown appreciably over the last four years




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an appreciably higher risk.




















appreciate

 
/əˈprēSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
recognize the full worth of




•
 
she feels that he does not appreciate her.










2.
 
be grateful for (something)




•
 
I'd appreciate any information you could give me.










3.
 
understand (a situation) fully; recognize the full implications of




•
 
they failed to appreciate the pressure he was under




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I appreciate that you cannot be held totally responsible.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rise in value or price




•
 
they expected the house to 
appreciate in value

 .














II.
 
derivatives





appreciator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
appretiat-

 ‘set at a price, appraised,’ from the verb 
appretiare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
pretium

 ‘price.’





appreciation

 
/əˌprēSHēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the recognition and enjoyment of the good qualities of someone or something




•
 
I smiled in appreciation




•
 
she shows a fine appreciation of obscure thinkers.










2.
 
gratitude for something




•
 
they would be the first to 
show their appreciation

 .










3.
 
a piece of writing in which the qualities of a person or the person's work are discussed and assessed.




4.
 
sensitive understanding of the aesthetic value of something




•
 
courses in music appreciation.










5.
 
a full understanding of a situation




•
 
they have an appreciation of the needs of users




•
 
the bank's lack of appreciation of their problems.










6.
 
increase in monetary value




•
 
the appreciation of the franc against the dollar.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
appréciation

 , from late Latin 
appretiatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
appretiare

 ‘set at a price, appraise’ (see appreciate
 ).





appreciative

 
/əˈprēSH(ē)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing gratitude or pleasure




•
 
the team is very 
appreciative of

 your support




•
 
an appreciative audience.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
appreciatively

 
/əˈprēSH(ē)ədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
appreciativeness






noun






















apprehend

 
/ˌaprəˈhend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrest (someone) for a crime




•
 
a warrant was issued but he has not been apprehended.










2.
 
understand or perceive




•
 
great art invites us to apprehend beauty.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 anticipate (something) with uneasiness or fear.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘grasp, get hold of (physically or mentally)’): from French 
appréhender

 or Latin 
apprehendere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
prehendere

 ‘lay hold of.’





apprehensible

 
/ˌaprəˈhensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 capable of being understood or perceived




•
 
a bat whirred, apprehensible only from the displacement of air.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
apprehensibilis

 , from Latin 
apprehendere

 (see apprehend
 ).






apprehension

 
/ˌaprəˈhenSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
anxiety or fear that something bad or unpleasant will happen




•
 
he felt sick with apprehension




•
 
she had some apprehensions about the filming.










2.
 
understanding; grasp




•
 
the pure apprehension of the work of art.










3.
 
the action of arresting someone




•
 
they acted with intent to prevent lawful apprehension.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘learning, acquisition of knowledge’): from late Latin 
apprehensio(n-)

 , from 
apprehendere

 ‘seize, grasp’ (see apprehend
 ).





apprehensive

 
/ˌaprəˈhensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
anxious or fearful that something bad or unpleasant will happen




•
 
he felt apprehensive about going home




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they were apprehensive that something might go wrong.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 of or relating to perception or understanding.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
apprehensively

 
/ˈˌaprəˈhensivlē ˈˌaprēˈhensivlē /






adverb













2.
 
apprehensiveness

 
/ˌaprəˈhensivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
appréhensif

 or medieval Latin 
apprehensivus

 , from Latin 
apprehendere

 ‘seize, grasp’ (see apprehension
 ).






apprentice

 
/əˈpren(t)əs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is learning a trade from a skilled employer, having agreed to work for a fixed period at low wages


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an apprentice electrician.










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a beginner at something




•
 
an apprentice confidence trickster.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ (someone) as an apprentice




•
 
Edward was 
apprenticed to

 a printer.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 serve as an apprentice




•
 
she apprenticed with midwives in San Francisco.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aprentis

 (from 
apprendre

 ‘learn,’ from Latin 
apprehendere

 ‘apprehend’), on the pattern of words ending in 
-tis

 , 
-tif

 , from Latin 
-tivus

 (see -ive
 ).





apprenticeship

 
/əˈpren(t)ə(s)ˌSHip/






noun




the position of an apprentice




•
 
the company once offered apprenticeships




•
 
six young chefs have completed their apprenticeships.




•
 
he's in the second year of his apprenticeship.



















appress

 
/əˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be appressed

 )


1.
 


‹technical›

 press (something) close to something else




•
 
the two cords can be closely 
appressed to

 one another.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
appress-

 ‘pressed close,’ from the verb 
apprimere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
premere

 ‘to press.’





apprise

 
/əˈprīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inform or tell (someone)




•
 
I thought it right to 
apprise

 Chris 
of

 what had happened.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
appris

 , 
apprise

 , past participle of 
apprendre

 ‘learn, teach,’ from Latin 
apprehendere

 (see apprehend
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at appraise
 .






apprize

 
/əˈprīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 put a price upon; appraise




•
 
the sheriff was to apprize the value of the lands.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 value highly; esteem




•
 
how highly your Highness apprizeth peace.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aprisier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
prisier

 ‘to price, prize,’ from 
pris

 (see price
 ). The spelling change in the 17th cent. was due to association with prize
 1
 .





approach

 
/əˈprōCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come near or nearer to (someone or something) in distance




•
 
the train approached the main line




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she hadn't heard him approach




•
 (as 
adj.

 
approaching

 )
 
an approaching car.










2.
 
come near or nearer to (a future time or event)




•
 
he was approaching retirement.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a future time) come nearer




•
 
the time is approaching when you will be destroyed.










4.
 
come close to (a number, level, or standard) in quality or quantity




•
 
the population will approach 12 million by the end of the decade.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 bring nearer




•
 
all those changes shall serve to approach him the faster to the blest mansion.










6.
 
speak to (someone) for the first time about something, typically with a proposal or request




•
 
the department had been approached about funding.










7.
 
start to deal with (something) in a certain way




•
 
one must approach the matter with caution.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a way of dealing with something




•
 
we need a whole new 
approach to

 the job.










2.
 
an act of speaking to someone for the first time about something, typically a proposal or request




•
 
the landowner made an approach to the developer.










3.
 
(
approaches

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 behavior intended to propose personal or sexual relations with someone




•
 
feminine resistance to his approaches.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the action of coming near or nearer to someone or something in distance or time




•
 
the approach of winter.










5.
 
(
approach to

 )
 — an approximation to something




•
 
the past is impossible to recall with any approach to accuracy.










6.
 
the part of an aircraft's flight in which it descends gradually toward an airfield or runway for landing.




•
 
the aircraft completed the approach and touched down.










7.
 
(usu. 
approaches

 )
 — a road, sea passage, or other way leading to a place




•
 
the eastern 
approach to

 the town.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aprochier

 , 
aprocher

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
appropiare

 ‘draw near,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
propius

 (comparative of 
prope

 ‘near’).





approachable

 
/əˈprōCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
friendly and easy to talk to




•
 
managers should be approachable.










2.
 
(of a place) able to be reached from a particular direction or by a particular means




•
 
at night parrotfish are approachable as they sleep in nooks and crannies on the reef.














II.
 
derivatives





approachability

 
/əˌprōCHəˈbilədē /






noun





















approach shot

 
/əˈprōCH SHät/






noun






[Golf]

 a stroke that sends the ball from the fairway onto or nearer to the green.














approbate

 
/ˈaprəˌbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹rare›

 approve formally; sanction




•
 
a letter approbating the affair.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
approbat-

 ‘approved,’ from the verb 
approbare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
probare

 ‘try, test’ (from 
probus

 ‘good’).





approbation

 
/ˌaprəˈbāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 approval or praise




•
 
the opera met with high approbation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
approbative

 
/ˈaprəˌbātiv, əˈprōbətiv /






adjective













2.
 
approbatory

 
/ˈaprəbəˌtôrē əˈprōbəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
approbatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
approbare

 (see approbate
 ).





appropriacy

 
/əˈprōprēəsē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being suitable or proper in the circumstances




•
 
the appropriacy of the methodology employed.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the extent to which a word, phrase, or grammatical pattern is correct or suitable for a particular context or social situation




•
 
don't concentrate on grammar at the expense of organization and appropriacy.




















appropriate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈprōprēət /



1.
 
suitable or proper in the circumstances




•
 
a measure appropriate to a wartime economy.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈprōprēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (something) for one's own use, typically without the owner's permission




•
 
his images have been appropriated by advertisers.










2.
 
devote (money or assets) to a special purpose




•
 
there can be problems in 
appropriating

 funds 
for

 legal expenses.














III.
 
derivatives





appropriator

 
/əˈprōprēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
appropriatus

 , past participle of 
appropriare

 ‘make one's own,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
proprius

 ‘own, proper.’





appropriately

 
/əˈprōprēətlē/






adverb




in a manner that is suitable or proper in the circumstances




•
 
volunteers need to be approachable, calm, and able to respond appropriately




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
walls of raw concrete form a neutral yet appropriately rugged backdrop for the various objects.



















appropriateness

 
/əˈprōprēətnəs/






noun




the quality of being suitable or proper in the circumstances




•
 
some staff members question the appropriateness of this practice




•
 
activities are selected for their 
appropriateness to

 the day's weather.



















appropriation

 
/əˌprōprēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of taking something for one's own use, typically without the owner's permission




•
 
the appropriation of parish funds.










2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 the artistic practice or technique of reworking images from well-known paintings, photographs, etc., in one's own work.




3.
 
a sum of money or total of assets devoted to a special purpose.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
appropriatio(n-)

 , from 
appropriare

 ‘make one's own’ (see appropriate
 ).





appropriationist

 
/əˌprōprēˈāSHənəst/






noun






‹often derogatory›

 an artist whose work contains reworkings of well-known images by other artists


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
appropriationist art.



















approval

 
/əˈpro͞ovəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of officially agreeing to something or accepting something as satisfactory




•
 
the road plans have been given approval




•
 
they have delayed the launch to await project approvals.










2.
 
the belief that someone or something is good or acceptable




•
 
step-parents need to win a child's approval.










3.
 
(usu. 
approvals

 )
 — 

[Philately]

 stamps sent by request to a collector or potential customer.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
on approval






(of goods) supplied on condition that they may be returned if not satisfactory.









2.
 
seal (or stamp) of approval






an official statement or indication that something is accepted or regarded favorably.

















approve

 
/əˈpro͞ov/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially agree to or accept as satisfactory




•
 
the budget was approved by Congress




•
 (as 
adj.

 
approved

 )
 
an approved profit-sharing plan.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — believe that someone or something is good or acceptable




•
 
I don't 
approve of

 the way she pampers my father and brothers.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 prove; show




•
 
he 
approved himself

 ripe for military command.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aprover

 , from Latin 
approbare

 (see approbate
 ). The original sense was ‘prove, demonstrate,’ later ‘corroborate, confirm,’ hence ‘pronounce to be satisfactory’ (late Middle English).





approving

 
/əˈpro͞oviNG/






adjective




showing or feeling approval of someone or something




•
 
the wine drew approving comments from across the table.



















approvingly

 
/əˈpro͞oviNGlē/






adverb




in a manner resulting from or revealing approval




•
 
several heads nodded approvingly at this concept.



















approx.






abbreviation




approximate(ly).













approximate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈpräksəmət /



1.
 
close to the actual, but not completely accurate or exact




•
 
the calculations are very approximate.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈpräksəˌmāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come close or be similar to something in quality, nature, or quantity




•
 
a leasing agreement approximating to ownership




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
reality can be approximated by computational techniques.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — estimate or calculate (a quantity) fairly accurately




•
 
I had to approximate the weight of my horse.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the adjectival sense ‘close, similar’): from late Latin 
approximatus

 , past participle of 
approximare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
proximus

 ‘very near.’ The verb (originally meaning ‘bring close’) arose in the mid 17th cent.; the current adjectival sense dates from the early 19th cent.





approximately

 
/əˈpräksəmətlē/






adverb




used to show that something is almost, but not completely, accurate or exact; roughly




•
 
a journey of approximately two hours.



















approximation

 
/əˌpräksəˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a value or quantity that is nearly but not exactly correct




•
 
these figures are only approximations.










2.
 
a thing that is similar to something else, but is not exactly the same




•
 
the band smashed up their equipment in an approximation of rock star behavior.



















approximative

 
/əˈpräksəˌmādiv/






adjective




(of a method, description, etc.) giving only an approximation to something




•
 
a crudely approximative outline.



















appt.






noun






‹informal›

 (as written abbreviation) an appointment




•
 
one of the children has medical problems requiring lots of doctor's appts.




•
 
I have an appt. with my accountant on Monday morning.



















appurtenance

 
/əˈpərt(ə)nəns/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
appurtenances

 )


1.
 
an accessory or other item associated with a particular activity or style of living




•
 
all the appurtenances of luxurious travel.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
apertenance

 , based on late Latin 
appertinere

 ‘belong to’ (see appertain
 ).





appurtenant

 
/əˈpərt(ə)nənt/





I.
 
adjective




belonging; pertinent




•
 
secondary buildings that are 
appurtenant to

 the main building.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
apartenant

 ‘appertaining,’ from the verb 
apartenir

 (see appertain
 ).





APR






abbreviation




annual or annualized percentage rate, typically of interest on loans or credit.













Apr.






abbreviation




April.














apraxia

 
/āˈpraksēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inability to perform particular purposive actions, as a result of brain damage.








II.
 
derivatives





apraxic

 
/-sik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Apraxie

 , from Greek 
apraxia

 ‘inaction.’





après-





I.
 
prefix






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 coming after in time, typically specifying a period following an activity




•
 
a low-fat, après-workout snack.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘after,’ used in combinations on the pattern of 
après-ski

 .





après-ski

 
/ˌäprā ˈskē/





I.
 
noun




the social activities and entertainment following a day's skiing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the après-ski disco.














II.
 
derivatives





après-skiing






noun



















– origin

 1950s: French, literally ‘after skiing.’





apricot

 
/ˈaprəˌkät ˈāprəˌkät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a juicy, soft fruit, resembling a small peach, of an orange-yellow color.




2.
 
an orange-yellow color like the skin of a ripe apricot.




3.
 
(also 
apricot tree

 )
 — the tree bearing apricots.

[
Prunus armeniaca

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
albricoque

 or Spanish 
albaricoque

 , from Spanish Arabic 
al

 ‘the’ + 
barḳūḳ

 (from late Greek 
praikokion

 , from Latin 
praecoquum

 , variant of 
praecox

 ‘early ripe’); influenced by Latin 
apricus

 ‘ripe’ and by French 
abricot

 .





April

 
/ˈāprəl/





I.
 
noun




the fourth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the second month of spring




•
 
the prison was to close in April




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
April showers.

















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
Aprilis

 .





April Fool

 
/ˈāprəl fo͞ol/






noun



1.
 
a person who is the victim of a trick or hoax on April 1


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
Lucy was waiting right outside. “April Fool!” she said.










2.
 
a trick or hoax on April 1


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an April Fool joke.




















April Fool's Day

 
/ˈˌāprəl ˈfo͞olz ˌdā /

 
April Fools' Day






noun




April 1, in many Western countries traditionally an occasion for playing tricks. This custom has been observed for hundreds of years, but its origin is unknown.

Also called All Fools' Day
 .














a priori

 
/ˌā prīˈôrī/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting reasoning or knowledge that proceeds from theoretical deduction rather than from observation or experience




•
 
a priori assumptions about human nature.














II.
 
adverb




in a way based on theoretical deduction rather than empirical observation




•
 
sexuality may be a factor, but it cannot be assumed a priori




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
a priori, it would seem that his government was an extension of that power.














III.
 
derivatives





apriorism

 
/āˈprīəˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, ‘from what is before.’






apron

 
/ˈāprən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a protective or decorative garment worn over the front of one's clothes and tied at the back.




2.
 
a garment similar to an apron worn as part of official dress, as by an Anglican bishop or a Freemason.




3.
 
a sheet of lead worn to shield the body during an X-ray examination.




4.
 
a small area adjacent to another larger area or structure




•
 
a tiny 
apron of

 garden.










5.
 
a hard-surfaced area on an airfield used for maneuvering or parking aircraft.




6.
 
(also 
apron stage

 )
 — a projecting strip of stage for playing scenes in front of the curtain.




7.
 


(US)

 a broadened area of pavement at the end of a driveway.




8.
 
the narrow strip of the floor of a boxing ring lying outside the ropes.




9.
 
the outer edge or border of a golf green.




10.
 


[Geology]

 an extensive outspread deposit of sediment, typically at the foot of a glacier or mountain.




11.
 
an object resembling an apron in shape or function, in particular




12.
 
a covering protecting an area or structure, for example, from water erosion.




13.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an endless conveyor made of overlapping plates




•
 
apron feeders bring coarse ore to a grinding mill.










14.
 


[Medicine]

 a pendulous fold of abdominal fat that obscures the genital region.








II.
 
phrases





(tied to) someone's apron strings






(too much under) the influence and control of someone




•
 
we have all met sturdy adults who are tied to mother's apron strings.





















– origin

 Middle English 
naperon

 , from Old French, diminutive of 
nape

 , 
nappe

 ‘tablecloth,’ from Latin 
mappa

 ‘napkin.’ The 
n

 was lost by wrong division of 
a napron

 ; compare with adder
 .





apropos

 
/ˌaprəˈpō/





I.
 
preposition




with reference to; concerning




•
 
she remarked 
apropos of

 the initiative, “It's not going to stop the abuse.”














II.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ] (
apropos of nothing

 )


1.
 
used to state a speaker's belief that someone's comments or acts are unrelated to any previous discussion or situation




•
 
Isabel kept smiling apropos of nothing.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
very appropriate to a particular situation




•
 
the composer's reference to child's play is apropos.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
à propos

 ‘(with regard) to (this) purpose.’





apsara

 
/ˈäpsərä /

 
apsaras





I.
 
noun






[Hindu Mythology]

 a celestial nymph, typically the consort of a gandharva or heavenly musician.











– origin

 from Hindi 
apsarā

 , from Sanskrit 
apsarās

 .





apse

 
/aps/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large semicircular or polygonal recess in a church, arched or with a domed roof, typically at the eastern end, and usually containing the altar.




2.
 
another term for apsis
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
apsis

 (see apsis
 ).





apsidal

 
/ˈapsədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Architecture]

 in the form of or resembling an apse.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or relating to an apsis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
apsis

 (see apsis
 ) + -al
 .






apsis

 
/ˈapsəs/





I.
 
noun




either of two points on the orbit of a planet or satellite that are nearest to or furthest from the body around which it moves.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the orbit of a planet): via Latin from Greek 
apsis

 , 
hapsis

 ‘arch, vault,’ perhaps from 
haptein

 ‘fasten, join.’






apt

 
/apt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
appropriate or suitable in the circumstances




•
 
an apt description of her nature.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
apt to do something

 )
 — having a tendency to do something




•
 
she was apt to confuse the past with the present.










3.
 
quick to learn




•
 
he proved an apt scholar.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘suited, appropriate’): from Latin 
aptus

 ‘fitted,’ past participle of 
apere

 ‘fasten.’





apt.





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 short for apartment
 :




•
 
a minimalist one-bedroom apt. on the Upper West Side




•
 
apt. 18, 2330 Bedford St.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





apterous

 
/ˈaptərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of an insects) having no wings.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
apteros

 (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing’) + -ous
 .






Apterygota

 
/ˌapteriˈɡōdə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a group of insects that includes the bristletails and springtails. They have a primitive body form that lacks wings and typically have no distinct larval stage.

Compare with Pterygota
 . [Subclass 
Apterygota

 , class 
Insecta

 (or 
Hexapoda

 ): several orders, some of which are sometimes not included with the 
Insecta

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin 
Apterygota

 , from Greek 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
pterugōtos

 ‘winged.’





apterygote

 
/apˈteriˌɡōt/






noun






[Entomology]

 a primitive wingless insect of the group Apterygota, which includes the bristletails and springtails.













aptitude

 
/ˈaptəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
aptitude for

 )
 — a natural ability to do something




•
 
he had a remarkable 
aptitude for

 learning words.










2.
 
a natural tendency




•
 
his natural 
aptitude for

 failure.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 suitability or fitness




•
 
aptitude of expression.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
aptitudo

 , from 
aptus

 (see apt
 ).





aptitude test

 
/ˈaptəˌt(y)o͞od test/






noun




a test designed to determine a person's ability in a particular skill or field of knowledge.













aptly

 
/ˈaptlē/






adverb




in a manner that is appropriate or suitable in the circumstances




•
 
America's aptly named Sunshine State.



















aptness

 
/ˈap(t)nəs/






noun




the quality of being appropriate or suitable




•
 
the aptness of the punishment.



















aptronym

 
/ˈaptrəˌnim /

 
aptonym





I.
 
noun




a person's name that is regarded as amusingly appropriate to their occupation




•
 
he began collecting aptronyms when he saw an ad for a flower shop operated by Flora Gardner.




•
 
while Maryland lacks a ‘Judge Judge’, there are many attorneys here with aptonyms.














II.
 
derivatives





aptronymic

 
aptonymic






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from apt
 + -onym
 , probably on the pattern of patronym
 .





APU






abbreviation




auxiliary power unit, a device used on aircraft to provide power while on the ground and to start the main engines.













Apuleius

 
/ˌapyəˈlēəs/






(born 
c.

 
AD

 123), Roman writer; born in Africa. He wrote 
Metamorphoses

 (
The Golden Ass

 ).









Apulian

 
/əˈpyo͞olēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian region of Apulia or its inhabitants




•
 
a coastguard ship on the Apulian coast.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian region of Apulia




•
 
the young Apulian overcame the difficulties he had in his first two seasons.



















Apus

 
/ˈāpəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a faint southern constellation, the Bird of Paradise, close to the south celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Apodis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Beta Apodis.













– origin

 Latin, denoting a kind of bird, from Greek 
apous

 .





Aqaba

 
/ˈäkəbə, ˈak-/






Jordan's only port, at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba; pop. 79,839 (2004).









Aqaba, Gulf of






part of the Red Sea that extends northward between the Sinai and Arabian peninsulas.









aqua

 
/ˈäkwə ˈakwə/





I.
 
noun




a light bluish-green color; aquamarine




•
 
houses of yellow and aqua




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
aqua blue.

















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of aquamarine
 .






aqua-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to water




•
 
aquaculture.










2.
 
relating to water sports or aquatic entertainment




•
 
aquacade.

















– origin

 from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water.’





aquacade

 
/ˈäkwəˌkād, ˈak-/






noun






(US)

 a spectacle involving swimming and diving, usually with musical accompaniment.













aquaculture

 
/ˈäkwəˌkəlCHər ˈakwəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the rearing of aquatic animals or the cultivation of aquatic plants for food.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





aqua fortis

 
/ˈäkwə ˈfôrtis, ˈak-/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for nitric acid
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘strong water.’





aqualung

 
/ˈäkwəˌləNG ˈakwəˌləNG /

 


‹trademark›

 Aqua-Lung





I.
 
noun




a portable breathing apparatus for divers, consisting of cylinders of compressed air strapped on the diver's back, feeding air automatically through a mask or mouthpiece.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 swim underwater using an aqualung.











– origin

 1950s (originally a proprietary name in the US): from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water’ + lung
 .






aquamarine

 
/ˌäkwəməˈrēn ˌakwəməˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious stone consisting of a light bluish-green variety of beryl.




2.
 
a light bluish-green color




•
 
the aquamarine of the Atlantic Ocean




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the aquamarine water.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
aqua marina

 ‘seawater.’





aquanaut

 
/ˈäkwənôt ˈakwəˌnôt/





I.
 
noun




a person who swims underwater using an aqualung.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water’ + Greek 
nautēs

 ‘sailor.’





aquaplane

 
/ˈäkwəˌplān ˈakwəˌplān/





I.
 
noun




a board for riding on water, pulled by a speedboat.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
aquaplaning

 )


1.
 
ride standing on an aquaplane.




2.
 
(of a vehicle) slide uncontrollably on a wet surface




•
 
the plane is believed to have aquaplaned on the runway.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water’ + plane
 1
 .





aquaponics

 
/ˌäkwəˈpäniks, ˌak-/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of aquaculture in which the waste produced by farmed fish or other aquatic animals supplies nutrients for plants grown hydroponically, which in turn purify the water.




•
 
thanks to its automatic recirculating system, aquaponics does not require much monitoring or measuring.














II.
 
derivatives





aquaponic






adjective



















– origin

 1930s (in the sense ‘hydroponics’): blend of aqua-
 and hydroponics
 .





aqua regia

 
/ˌäkwə ˈrēj(ē)ə ˌakwə ˈrēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a mixture of concentrated nitric and hydrochloric acids. It is a highly corrosive liquid that will dissolve gold and other resistant substances.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘royal water.’





aquarelle

 
/ˌäkwəˈrel ˌakwəˈrel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of painting using thin, typically transparent, watercolors.




2.
 
a painting made by using the aquarelle style.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
acquarella

 ‘watercolor,’ diminutive of 
acqua

 , from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water.’





Aquarian

 
/əˈkwerēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Aquarius.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to people born under the sign of Aquarius.




2.
 
of or relating to the Age of Aquarius or the New Age.













aquarist

 
/əˈkwerəst/






noun




a person who keeps an aquarium.













aquarium

 
/əˈkwerēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a transparent tank of water in which fish and other water creatures and plants are kept.




2.
 
a building containing aquariums, especially one that is open to the public.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
aquarius

 ‘of water,’ on the pattern of 
vivarium

 .





Aquarius

 
/əˈkwerēəs/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large constellation, the Water-carrier or Water-bearer, said to represent a man pouring water from a jar. It contains no bright stars but has several planetary nebulae.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Aquarii

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Alpha Aquarii.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the eleventh sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters about January 21.




IV.
 
(
an Aquarius

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Aquarius.




V.
 
phrases





Age of Aquarius






an age that the world has just entered or is about to enter, believed by some to signal a period of peace and harmony.















– origin

 Latin 
aquarius

 ‘of water,’ used as a noun to mean ‘water carrier.’





aquatic

 
/əˈkwädik əˈkwadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to water.




2.
 
(of a plant or animal) growing or living in or near water




•
 
the bay could support aquatic life.










3.
 
(of a sport) played in or on water.




4.
 
(of a shop or dealer) specializing in products for ponds or aquariums.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an aquatic plant or animal, typically one suitable for a pond or aquarium.




2.
 
(
aquatics

 )
 — sports played in or on water.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘watery, rainy’): from Old French 
aquatique

 or Latin 
aquaticus

 , from 
aqua

 ‘water.’





aquatint

 
/ˈäkwəˌtint ˈakwəˌtint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a print resembling a watercolor, produced from a copper plate etched with nitric acid.




2.
 
the technique or process of producing aquatints.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create (a print) using the aquatint process.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
aquatinte

 , from Italian 
acqua tinta

 ‘colored water.’






aquavit

 
/ˈäkwəˌvēt, ˈak- /

 
akvavit





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic spirit made from potatoes or other starchy plants.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Norwegian, Swedish, and Danish 
akvavit

 (see aqua vitae
 ).






aqua vitae

 
/ˌäkwə ˈvīdē ˌakwə ˈvīdē/





I.
 
noun




strong alcoholic spirit, especially brandy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘water of life’; compare with aquavit
 , eau-de-vie
 , usquebaugh
 , and whiskey
 .





aqueduct

 
/ˈäkwəˌdəkt ˈakwəˌdəkt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial channel for conveying water, typically in the form of a bridge supported by tall columns across a valley.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small canal containing fluid.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete French (now 
aqueduc

 ), from Latin 
aquae ductus

 ‘conduit,’ from 
aqua

 ‘water’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’






aqueous

 
/ˈākwēəs ˈakwēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or containing water, typically as a solvent or medium




•
 
an aqueous solution of potassium permanganate.










2.
 
like water; watery




•
 
a great hall of aqueous marble.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
aqueus

 , from Latin 
aqua

 ‘water.’






aqueous humor






noun




the clear fluid filling the space in the front of the eyeball between the lens and the cornea.

Compare with vitreous humor
 .













Aquidneck

 
/əˈkwidˌnek/






the former name of Rhode Island, the largest island in Narragansett Bay, part of the state of Rhode Island.









aquifer

 
/ˈäkwəfər ˈakwəfər/





I.
 
noun




a body of permeable rock that can contain or transmit groundwater.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
aqui-

 (from 
aqua

 ‘water’) + 
-fer

 ‘bearing’ (from 
ferre

 ‘to bear’).





Aquila

 
/əˈkwilə, ˈakwilə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small northern constellation, the Eagle, said to represent the eagle that carried Ganymede to Olympus. It contains the bright star Altair, and some rich star fields of the Milky Way.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Aquilae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Beta Aquilae.













– origin

 Latin.





aquilegia

 
/ˌakwəˈlēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the buttercup family, bearing showy flowers with backward-pointing spurs. Native to temperate regions of the northern hemisphere, it is widely grown in gardens.

[Genus 
Aquilegia

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 . See also columbine
 .]











– origin

 from medieval Latin, probably from Latin 
aquilegus

 ‘water collecting.’





aquiline

 
/ˈakwəˌlīn ˈakwəˌlin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like an eagle.




2.
 
(of a person's nose) hooked or curved like an eagle's beak.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
aquilinus

 , from 
aquila

 ‘eagle.’






Aquinas, St. Thomas

 
/əˈkwīnəs/






(1225–74), Italian philosopher, theologian, and Dominican friar; known as 
the Angelic Doctor

 . He is regarded as the greatest figure of scholasticism. One of his most important achievements was the introduction of the work of Aristotle to Christian western Europe. His works include commentaries on Aristotle as well as the 
Summa Contra Gentiles

 and 
Summa Theologiae

 . Feast day, January 28.









Aquino, Corazón

 
/äˈkēnō, əˈkē-/






(1933–2009), Filipino stateswoman; full name 
Maria Corazón Sumulong Cojuangco Aquino

 . She was president of the Philippines 1986–92. Her son 
Benigno Simeon Aquino III

 (1960–), known as 
Noynoy

 , has been president since 2010.










Aquitaine

 
/ˈakwəˌtān/






a region and former province in southwestern France, on the Bay of Biscay. It became an English possession as a result of the marriage of Eleanor of Aquitaine to Henry II in 1152 and remained so until 1453.









Aquitaine, Eleanor of






see Eleanor of Aquitaine
 .









aquiver

 
/əˈkwivər/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
quivering; trembling




•
 
her face aquiver with pleasure.



















Ar






symbol




the chemical element argon.













AR






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
A/R

 )
 — accounts receivable.




2.
 


(US)

 Arkansas (in official postal use).




3.
 
Army Regulation.




4.
 
Autonomous Republic.













ar-






prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
r

 (as in 
arrive

 , 
arrogate

 ).














-ar1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives) of the kind specified; relating to




•
 
lunar




•
 
molecular.










2.
 
forming nouns such as 
scholar

 .











– origin

 from Old French 
-aire

 , 
-ier

 , or from Latin 
-aris

 .





-ar2






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
pillar

 .











– origin

 from French 
-er

 or representing Latin 
-ar

 , 
-are

 (neuter of 
-aris

 ).






-ar3






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
bursar

 , 
vicar

 .











– origin

 from Old French 
-aire

 , 
-ier

 , or from Latin 
-arius

 , 
-arium

 .






-ar4







suffix




alteration of -er
 1
 , -or
 1
 (as in 
beggar

 , 
liar

 ).













Ara

 
/ˈārə, ˈe(ə)rə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation, the Altar, in the Milky Way near Scorpius.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Arae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Delta Arae.













– origin

 Latin.






Arab

 
/ˈerəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Semitic people, originally from the Arabian peninsula and neighboring territories, inhabiting much of the Middle East and North Africa.




2.
 
an Arabian horse.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Arabia and the people of Arabia




•
 
Arab countries.

















– origin

 from French 
Arabe

 , via Latin and Greek from Arabic 
῾arab

 . / 
usage:

 See usage at Arabian
 .





arabesque

 
/ˌerəˈbesk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental design consisting of intertwined flowing lines, originally found in Arabic or Moorish decoration


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
arabesque scrolls.










2.
 


[Music]

 a passage or composition with fanciful ornamentation of the melody.




3.
 


[Ballet]

 a posture in which the body is supported on one leg, with the other leg extended horizontally backward.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
arabesco

 ‘in the Arabic style,’ from 
arabo

 ‘Arab.’






Arabia

 
/əˈrābēə /

 
Arabian peninsula






a peninsula in southwestern Asia, largely desert, that lies between the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf and is bounded on the north by Jordan and Iraq. The original homeland of the Arabs and the historic center of Islam, it comprises the states of Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates.









Arabian

 
/əˈrābēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹historical›

 of or relating to Arabia or Arabs.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a native or inhabitant of Arabia.




2.
 
(also 
Arabian horse

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a horse of a breed originating in Arabia, with a distinctive dished face and high-set tail.











usage:

 
Arab

 is now generally used in reference to people; the use of 
Arabian

 in this sense is historical.






Arabian camel






noun




the domesticated one-humped camel, probably native to the deserts of North Africa and southwestern Asia.

See also dromedary
 . [
Camelus dromedarius

 , family 
Camelidae

 .]














Arabian Desert

 
/əˌrābēən ˈdezərt/






a desert in eastern Egypt, between the Nile River and the Red Sea.

Also called Eastern Desert
 .










Arabian Gulf






another name for Persian Gulf
 .










Arabian Nights






a collection of stories and romances written in Arabic, called in full 
The Arabian Nights' Entertainment

 . The stories include the tales of Aladdin and Sinbad the Sailor.

Also called the Thousand and One Nights
 .









Arabian peninsula






another name for Arabia
 .









Arabian Sea






the northwestern part of the Indian Ocean, between Arabia and India.










Arabic

 
/ˈerəbik/





I.
 
noun




the Semitic language of the Arabs, spoken by some 150 million people throughout the Middle East and North Africa.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the literature or language of Arab people.

Arabic is written from right to left in a characteristic cursive script of twenty-eight consonants, the vowels being indicated by additional signs. The script has been adapted for various languages, including Persian, Urdu, Malay, and (formerly) Turkish.











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
arabikos

 , from 
Araps

 , 
Arab-

 ‘Arab.’






arabica

 
/əˈrabikə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
coffee from the most widely grown kind of coffee plant.




2.
 
the bush of the bedstraw family that produces arabica beans, native to the Old World tropics.

[
Coffea arabica

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]











– origin

 1920s: from Latin, feminine of 
arabicus

 (see Arabic
 ).





Arabic numeral






noun




any of the numerals 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. Arabic numerals reached western Europe through Arabia, replacing Roman numerals, by about 
AD

 1200, but probably originated in India.














arabinose

 
/əˈrabəˌnōs, ˈarəbə-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the pentose class that is a constituent of many plant gums.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
arabin

 , a carbohydrate derived from gum arabic, (based on gum arabic
 + -in
 1
 ) + -ose
 2
 .






arabis

 
/ˈerəbəs/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing herbaceous plant that typically bears white or pink flowers and is frequently grown in rock gardens.

Also called rock cress
 . [Genus 
Arabis

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 via medieval Latin from Greek, feminine of 
Araps

 , 
Arab-

 (see Arab
 ).





Arabism

 
/ˈerəˌbizəm/






noun



1.
 
Arab culture or identity.




2.
 
support for Arab nationalism or political interests.




3.
 
an Arabic linguistic usage, word, or phrase.













Arabist

 
/ˈerəbəst/






noun



1.
 
a person who studies Arabic civilization or language.




2.
 
a person who supports Arab nationalism or political interests.













Arabize

 
/ˈerəˌbīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
Arabized

 )


1.
 
give (someone or something) an Arab or Arabic character




•
 
an Arabized script.














II.
 
derivatives





Arabization

 
/ˌerəˌbīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















arable

 
/ˈerəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of land) used or suitable for growing crops.




2.
 
(of crops) able to be grown on suitable land.




3.
 
concerned with growing arable crops




•
 
arable farming.














II.
 
noun




arable land or crops.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
arabilis

 , from 
arare

 ‘to plow.’





Arab Spring






a series of antigovernment uprisings in various countries in North Africa and the Middle East, beginning in Tunisia in December 2010.









Aracajú

 
/ˌärəkəˈZHo͞o/






a port in eastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 520,303 (2007).









aracari

 
/ˌärəˈsärē/





I.
 
noun




a small toucan with a serrated bill, and typically with a green back and wings, yellow underside, and red rump.

[Genus 
Pteroglossus

 , family 
Ramphastidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Portuguese from Tupi 
arasa'ri

 .





arachidonic acid

 
/ˌerəkəˌdänik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a polyunsaturated fatty acid present in animal fats. It is important in metabolism, especially in the synthesis of prostaglandins and leukotrienes, and is an essential constituent of the diet.

[Alternative name: 
eicosa-5,8,11,14-enoic acid

 ; chem. formula: C19
 H31
 COOH.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
arachidonic

 formed irregularly from 
arachidic

 (a saturated fatty acid) + -one
 + -ic
 .





Arachne

 
/əˈraknē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a woman of Colophon in Lydia, a skillful weaver who challenged Athena to a contest. Athena destroyed Arachne's work and Arachne tried to hang herself, but Athena changed her into a spider.







– origin

 from Greek 
arakhnē

 ‘spider.’





arachnid

 
/əˈraknid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an arthropod of the class 
Arachnida

 , such as a spider or scorpion.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting arachnids.













Arachnida

 
/əˈraknidə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of chelicerate arthropods that includes spiders, scorpions, mites, and ticks. They have become adapted for a terrestrial life and possess book lungs and tracheae, and many have silk or poison glands.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
arakhnē

 ‘spider.’





arachnoid

 
/əˈrakˌnoid/





I.
 
adjective




like a spider or arachnid.








II.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a fine, delicate membrane, the middle one of the three membranes or meninges that surround the brain and spinal cord, situated between the dura mater and the pia mater.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
arachnoides

 , from Greek 
arakhnoeidēs

 ‘like a cobweb,’ from 
arakhnē

 ‘spider.’





arachnophobia

 
/əˌraknəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of spiders.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arachnophobe

 
/əˈraknəˌfōb /






noun













2.
 
arachnophobic

 
/-bik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from Greek 
arakhnē

 ‘spider’ + -phobia
 .





Arafat, Yasser

 
/ˈarəˌfat/






(1929–2004), Palestinian statesman, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization 1968–2004 and Palestinian president 1996–2004. He became leader of the new Palestine National Authority in 1994, following the signing of a PLO–Israeli peace accord for which he shared the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize with Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres.









Arafura Sea

 
/ˌerəˌfo͝orə ˈsē/






a sea that lies between northern Australia and eastern Indonesia and New Guinea.










Aragon

 
/ˈerəɡän/






an autonomous region in northeastern Spain, bounded on the north by the Pyrenees and on the east by Catalonia and Valencia; capital, Saragossa. Formerly an independent kingdom, it was united with Catalonia in 1137 and with Castile in 1479. Spanish name 
Aragón

 .









Aragon, Catherine of






see Catherine of Aragon
 .









aragonite

 
/əˈraɡənīt ˌerəɡəˈnīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of calcium carbonate, typically occurring in white seashells and as colorless prisms in deposits in hot springs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the place name Aragon
 + -ite
 1
 .





aralia

 
/əˈrālyə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a diverse group of trees and shrubs of the ginseng family, native to America and Asia. Several kinds are cultivated for their foliage and profusion of tiny flowers, and some are used in herbal medicine.

[Genus 
Aralia

 , family 
Araliaceae

 : several species, including the 
bristly sarsaparilla

 (
A. hispida

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, of unknown origin.





Aral Sea

 
/ˌarəl ˈsē/






an inland sea in central Asia, on the border between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. Its area was reduced by one-third and serious environmental consequences resulted between 1960 and 1990 after water was diverted for irrigation.









Aramaean

 
/ˌarəˈmāən, -ˈmēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient Aramaic-speaking people inhabiting Aram (modern Syria) and part of Babylonia in the 11th–8th centuries 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Aram or the Aramaeans.











– origin

 from Latin 
Aramaeus

 (from Greek 
Aramaios

 : see Aramaic
 ) + -an
 .






Aramaic

 
/ˌerəˈmāik/





I.
 
noun




a Semitic language, a Syrian dialect of which was used as a lingua franca in the Near East from the 6th century 
BC

 . It gradually replaced Hebrew as the language of the Jews in those areas and was itself supplanted by Arabic in the 7th century 
AD

 .








II.
 
adjective




of or in the Aramaic language.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
Aramaios

 ‘of 
Aram

 ’ (the biblical name of Syria) + -ic
 .





arame

 
/ˈarəˌmā, əˈrä-/






noun




an edible Pacific seaweed with broad brown leaves, used in Japanese cooking.

[
Ecklonia bicyclis

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]













aramid

 
/ˈerəmid/





I.
 
noun




any of a class of synthetic polymers, related to nylon, that yield fibers of exceptional strength and thermal stability.











– origin

 1970s: from 
ar(omatic)

 + 
(poly)amid(e

 ).





Aran

 
/ˈerən/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a type of knitwear with traditional patterns, typically involving a raised cable stitch and large diamond designs.











– origin

 1960s: from the Aran Islands
 .





arancini

 
/ärənˈCHēnē/





I.
 
plural noun




small balls of rice stuffed with a savory filling, coated in breadcrumbs, and fried




•
 
sun-dried tomato and mozzarella arancini served with salad.

















– origin

 Italian, plural of 
arancino

 , from 
arancia

 ‘orange’ + the diminutive suffix 
-ino

 .





araneid

 
/əˈrānēid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an invertebrate of an order that comprises the spiders.

[Order 
Araneae

 , in particular the family 
Araneidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Araneida

 (former order name), from 
aranea

 ‘spider.’






Aran Islands






three islands, Inishmore, Inishmaan, and Inisheer, located off the west coast of the Republic of Ireland.









Aranyaka

 
/ˌäˈrənyəkə/






noun




each of a set of Hindu sacred treatises based on the Brahmanas, composed in Sanskrit 
c.

 700 
BC

 . Intended only for initiates, the Aranyakas contain mystical and philosophical material and explications of esoteric rites.













Arapaho

 
/əˈrapəˌhō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Arapahos)
 — a member of a North American Indian people living chiefly on the Great Plains, especially in Wyoming.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Arapaho, now almost extinct.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Arapaho or their language.











– origin

 from Crow 
aaraxpéahu

 , probably literally ‘those having many tattoo marks.’





arapaima

 
/ˌerəˈpīmə/





I.
 
noun




a large, long edible freshwater fish native to tropical South America.

[
Arapaima gigas

 , family 
Osteoglossidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Tupi.






Ararat, Mount

 
/ˈarəˌrat/






two volcanic peaks in eastern Turkey, near the borders with Armenia and Iran. The higher peak, which rises to 16,946 feet (5,165 m), is the traditional site of the resting place of Noah's ark after the Flood (Gen. 8:4).









arational

 
/āˈraSHənl/






adjective




not based on or governed by reason.













Araucanian

 
/ˌerôˈkānēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of South American Indian peoples of Chile and adjacent parts of Argentina, of which the only people that has a surviving cultural identity is the Mapuche.




2.
 
the family of languages spoken by the Araucanians.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Araucanians or their language.

See also Mapuche
 .











– origin

 from Spanish 
Araucania

 , a region in Chile, + -an
 .





araucaria

 
/ˌerôˈkerēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen conifer of a genus that includes the monkey puzzle and the Norfolk Island pine, having stiff sharp leaves.

[Genus 
Araucaria

 , family 
Araucariaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Spanish 
Arauco

 , the name of a province of Araucania, Chile.





Arawak

 
/ˈerəˌwäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people originally of the Greater Antilles and adjacent South America, now living mainly in Guiana. They were forced out of the Antilles by the more warlike Caribs shortly before Spanish expansion in the Caribbean.




2.
 
any of the languages of the Arawak.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Arawak or their languages.













Arawakan

 
/ˌerəˈwäkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Arawak people.




2.
 
denoting or belonging to a widely scattered family of South American Indian languages, most of which are now extinct or nearly so.








II.
 
noun




the Arawakan family of languages.













arb

 
/ärb/






noun






‹informal›

 short for arbitrageur
 .













arbalest

 
/ˈärbələst/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a crossbow with a special mechanism for drawing back and releasing the string.











– origin

 Old English 
arblast

 , from Old French 
arbaleste

 , from late Latin 
arcubalista

 , from Latin 
arcus

 ‘bow’ + 
ballista

 (see ballista
 ).





arbiter

 
/ˈärbədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who settles a dispute or has ultimate authority in a matter




•
 
the military acted as arbiter of conflicts between political groups.










2.
 
a person whose views or actions have great influence over trends in social behavior




•
 
an arbiter of taste.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘judge, supreme ruler.’





arbiter elegantiarum

 
/ˌärbədər ˌeləɡanSHēˈärəm /

 
arbiter elegantiae





I.
 
noun




a judge of artistic taste and etiquette.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, ‘judge of elegance,’ used by Tacitus to describe Petronius, Gaius
 , arbiter of taste at Nero's court.





arbitrage

 
/ˈärbəˌträZH/





I.
 
noun




the simultaneous buying and selling of securities, currency, or commodities in different markets or in derivative forms in order to take advantage of differing prices for the same asset.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy and sell assets using arbitrage.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting the exercise of individual judgment): from French, from 
arbitrer

 ‘give judgment,’ from Latin 
arbitrari

 (see arbitrate
 ). The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.






arbitrageur

 
/ˌärbəˌträˈZHər /

 
arbitrager





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in arbitrage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
arbitrer

 ‘give judgment,’ from Latin 
arbitrari

 (see arbitrate
 ).





arbitral

 
/ˈärbətrəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or resulting from the use of an arbitrator to settle a dispute.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
arbitralis

 , from 
arbiter

 ‘judge, supreme ruler.’





arbitrament

 
/ärˈbitrəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the settling of a dispute by an arbitrator.




2.
 
an authoritative decision made by an arbitrator.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
arbitrement

 , from medieval Latin 
arbitramentum

 , from 
arbitrari

 (see arbitrate
 ).





arbitrarily

 
/ˌärbəˈtrerəlē/






adverb



1.
 
on the basis of random choice or personal whim, rather than any reason or system




•
 
recurrent infection is arbitrarily defined as three or more infections a year.










2.
 
without restraint in the use of authority; autocratically




•
 
everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained.



















arbitrariness

 
/ˈärbəˌtrərēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being based on random choice or personal whim, rather than any reason or system




•
 
disparate peoples were forced together by the arbitrariness of a colonial map-maker's pen.










2.
 
a lack of restraint in the use of authority; autocracy




•
 
the law protects the people against the arbitrariness of those in office.



















arbitrary

 
/ˈärbəˌtrerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on random choice or personal whim, rather than any reason or system




•
 
his mealtimes were entirely arbitrary.










2.
 
(of power or a ruling body) unrestrained and autocratic in the use of authority




•
 
arbitrary rule by King and bishops has been made impossible.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a constant or other quantity) of unspecified value.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dependent on one's will or pleasure, discretionary’): from Latin 
arbitrarius

 , from 
arbiter

 ‘judge, supreme ruler,’ perhaps influenced by French 
arbitraire

 .






arbitrate

 
/ˈärbəˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an independent person or body) reach an authoritative judgment or settlement




•
 
the board has the power to arbitrate in disputes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it set up a commission to arbitrate border tensions.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
arbitrat-

 ‘judged,’ from 
arbitrari

 , from 
arbiter

 ‘judge, supreme ruler.’





arbitration

 
/ˌärbəˈtrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the use of an arbitrator to settle a dispute.








II.
 
phrases





go to arbitration






submit a dispute to an arbitrator.

















arbitrator

 
/ˈärbəˌtrādər/






noun




an independent person or body officially appointed to settle a dispute.













arbor1


 
/ˈärbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an axle or spindle on which something revolves.




2.
 
a device holding a tool in a lathe.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
arbre

 ‘tree, axis.’ The spelling change was due to association with Latin 
arbor

 ‘tree.’





arbor2


 
/ˈärbər /

 


‹Brit.›

 arbour





I.
 
noun




a shady garden alcove with sides and a roof formed by trees or climbing plants trained over a wooden framework.











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting a lawn or flower bed): from Old French 
erbier

 , from 
erbe

 ‘grass, herb,’ from Latin 
herba

 . The phonetic change to 
ar-

 (common in words having 
er-

 before a consonant) was assisted by association with Latin 
arbor

 ‘tree.’





Arbor Day





I.
 
noun




a day dedicated annually to public tree-planting in the US, Australia, and other countries. It is usually observed in late April or early May.











– origin

 from Latin 
arbor

 ‘tree.’





arboreal

 
/ärˈbôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly of animals) living in trees




•
 
arboreal rodents.










2.
 
of or relating to trees.








II.
 
derivatives





arboreality

 
/ärˌbôrēˈalitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
arboreus

 , from 
arbor

 ‘tree,’ + -al
 .





arborescent

 
/ˌärbəˈres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 treelike in growth or appearance




•
 
arborescent ferns.














II.
 
derivatives





arborescence

 
/ˌärbəˈresns /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
arborescent-

 ‘growing into a tree,’ from 
arborescere

 , from 
arbor

 ‘tree.’





arboretum

 
/ˌärbəˈrēdəm/





I.
 
noun




a botanical garden devoted to trees.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘a place with trees,’ from 
arbor

 ‘tree’ + -etum
 .





arboriculture

 
/ˈärbərəˌkəlCHər ärˈbôrəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the cultivation of trees and shrubs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arboricultural

 
/ˌärbəriˈkəlCHərəl, ärˈbôriˌkəl- /






adjective













2.
 
arboriculturist

 
/ˈärb(ə)rəˌkəlCHərəst ärˈbôrəˌkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
arbor

 ‘tree’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





Arborio

 
/ärˈbôrēō/





I.
 
noun




a variety of round-grained rice produced in Italy and used in making risotto.











– origin

 Italian.





arborist

 
/ˈärbərəst/






noun




a tree surgeon.













arborization

 
/ˌärb(ə)rəˈzāSHən ˌärbəˌrīˈzāSHən/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a fine branching structure at the end of a nerve fiber.













arbor vitae

 
/ˌärbər ˈvīdē /

 
arborvitae





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American and eastern Asian evergreen coniferous tree of the cypress family.

[Genus 
Thuja

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 : several species, in particular the northern white cedar (see white cedar
 ).]




2.
 
the arborescent appearance of the white matter in a vertical section of the cerebellum.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tree of life,’ probably with reference to its medicinal use.





arbovirus

 
/ˈärbōˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of viruses that are transmitted by mosquitoes, ticks, or other arthropods. They include encephalitis, dengue, and yellow fever.











– origin

 1950s: from 
ar(thropod)-bo(rne)

 + virus
 .





Arbus, Diane

 
/ˈärbəs/






(1923–71), US photographer. She is best known for her disturbing images of people, especially the poor or unusual, on city streets.









Arbuthnot, John

 
/ärˈbəTHnət, ˈärbəTHˌnät/






(1667–1735), Scottish physician and writer. His satirical 
History of John Bull

 (1712) was the origin of John Bull as the personification of the typical Englishman.










arbutus

 
/ärˈbyo͞odəs/





I.
 
noun




either of two evergreen plants of the family 
Ericaceae

 (heath family).

[● a tree or shrub of the genus 
Arbutus

 , which includes the strawberry tree. ● a North American trailing plant that bears pink or white flowers (
Epigaea repens

 ). Also called mayflower
 .]











– origin

 from Latin.






arc

 
/ärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of the circumference of a circle or other curve.




2.
 
a curved shape, or something shaped like a curve




•
 
the huge 
arc of

 the sky.










3.
 
a curving trajectory




•
 
he swung his flashlight in a wide arc.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 indicating the inverse of a trigonometrical function.

[from the former method of defining trigonometrical functions by arcs.]




5.
 
(also 
electric arc

 )
 — a luminous electrical discharge between two electrodes or other points.




6.
 
(in a novel, play, or movie) the development or resolution of the narrative or principal theme




•
 
his transformation provides the emotional arc of the story.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move with a curving trajectory




•
 
the ball arced across the room.










2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
arcing

 )
 — form an electric arc




•
 
check that switches operate properly with no sign of arcing.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
minute of arc






see minute
 1
 (
sense

 2).









2.
 
second of arc






see second
 2
 (
sense

 2).















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the path of a celestial object, especially the sun, from horizon to horizon): via Old French from Latin 
arcus

 ‘bow, curve.’





ARC

 
/ärk/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Medicine]

 AIDS-related complex.




2.
 
American Red Cross.













arcade

 
/ärˈkād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covered passageway with arches along one or both sides.




2.
 
a covered walk with stores along one or both sides.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a series of arches supporting a wall, or set along it.




4.
 
short for video arcade
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arcaded

 
/ärˈkādəd /






adjective













2.
 
arcading






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Provençal 
arcada

 or Italian 
arcata

 , based on Latin 
arcus

 ‘bow’ (see arc
 ).






Arcadia

 
/ärˈkādēə/





I.
 
a mountainous district in the Peloponnese of southern Greece. In poetic fantasy it represents a pastoral paradise, and in Greek mythology it is the home of Pan.




II.
 
a city in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 56,248 (est. 2008). The Santa Anita racetrack is here.









Arcadian

 
/ärˈkādēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Arcadia.




2.
 


‹literary›

 an idealized country dweller.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Arcadia.




2.
 


‹literary›

 of or relating to an ideal rustic paradise.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Arcadius

 , from Greek 
Arkadia

 (see Arcadia
 ).





Arcady

 
/ˈärkədē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an ideal rustic paradise.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
Arkadia

 (see Arcadia
 ).





arcana

 
/ärˈkānə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
secrets or mysteries




•
 
his knowledge of federal budget arcana is legendary.










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — either of the two groups of cards in a tarot pack: the twenty-two trump cards (the 
major arcana

 ) and the fifty-six suit cards (the 
minor arcana

 ).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
arcanus

 (see arcane
 ).






arcane

 
/ärˈkān/





I.
 
adjective




understood by few; mysterious or secret




•
 
modern math and its arcane notation.














II.
 
derivatives





arcanely






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
arcanus

 , from 
arcere

 ‘to shut up,’ from 
arca

 ‘chest.’





Arcaro, Eddie

 
/ärˈkarō, -ˈke(ə)rō/






(1916–97), US jockey; full name 
George Edward Arcaro

 . He was the first two-time Triple Crown winner, riding Whirlaway in 1941 and Citation in 1948.









Arc de Triomphe

 
/ˌärk də ˌtrēˈônf/






a ceremonial arch standing at the top of the Champs-Élysées in Paris, commissioned by Napoleon to commemorate his victories in 1805–06. Inspired by the Arch of Constantine in Rome, it was completed in 1836.










arc furnace






noun




a furnace that uses an electric arc as a heat source, especially for steelmaking.














arch1


 
/ärCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curved symmetrical structure spanning an opening and typically supporting the weight of a bridge, roof, or wall above it.




2.
 
an arched structure forming a passageway or a ceremonial monument




•
 
a triumphal arch.










3.
 
a shape resembling an arch or a thing with such a shape




•
 
the delicate 
arch of

 his eyebrows.










4.
 
the inner side of the foot.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have the curved shape of an arch




•
 
a beautiful bridge that 
arched over

 a canal.










2.
 
form or cause to form the curved shape of an arch




•
 
her eyebrows arched in surprise




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she arched her back.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
arched

 )
 — provide (a bridge, building, or part of a building) with an arch




•
 
high arched windows.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 span (something) by or as if by an arch




•
 
the vine arched his evening seat.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
arche

 , based on Latin 
arcus

 ‘bow’ (see arc
 ).





arch2


 
/ärCH/





I.
 
adjective




deliberately or affectedly playful and teasing




•
 
arch observations about even the most mundane matters.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
archly

 
/ˈärCHlē /






adverb













2.
 
archness

 
/ˈärCHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘chief, principal’): from arch-
 , because of its association with words such as 
rogue

 .






arch-

 
/äːCH/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
chief; principal




•
 
archbishop.










2.
 
preeminent of its kind




•
 
archenemy.










3.
 
(in unfavorable senses) out-and-out




•
 
arch-scoundrel.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
arkhi-

 , from 
arkhos

 ‘chief.’






archaea

 
/ärˈkēə/





I.
 
plural noun




another term for archaebacteria
 .








II.
 
derivatives





archaean

 
archaeal






adjective, noun






















archaebacteria

 
/ˌärkēbakˈtirēə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Biology]

 microorganisms that are similar to bacteria in size and simplicity of structure but radically different in molecular organization. They are now believed to constitute an ancient intermediate group between the bacteria and eukaryotes.

Also called archaea
 .








II.
 
derivatives





archaebacterial






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
arkhaios

 ‘primitive.’






archaeo-

 
archeo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to archaeology or prehistoric times




•
 
archaeoastronomy




•
 
archaeomagnetism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
arkhaios

 ‘ancient,’ from 
arkhē

 ‘beginning.’






archaeoastronomy

 
/ˌärkēōəˈstränəmē/






noun




the investigation of the astronomical knowledge of prehistoric cultures.

Also called astroarchaeology
 .













archaeological

 
/ˌärkēəˈläjək(ə)l /

 
archeological





I.
 
adjective




relating to archaeology




•
 
uprooting trees will disturb any archaeological remains below ground level




•
 
the archaeological sites of Mesopotamia.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
archaeologic

 
/ˌärkēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
archaeologically

 
/ˌärkēəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb





















archaeologist

 
/ˌärkēˈäləjəst /

 
archeologist






noun




a person who studies human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artifacts and other physical remains




•
 
Chinese archaeologists uncovered life-sized terracotta statues.



















archaeology

 
/ˌärkēˈäləjē /

 
archeology





I.
 
noun




the study of human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artifacts and other physical remains.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘ancient history’): from modern Latin 
archaeologia

 , from Greek 
arkhaiologia

 ‘ancient history,’ from 
arkhaios

 ‘ancient’ (see archaeo-
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





archaeopteryx

 
/ˌärkēˈäptəriks/





I.
 
noun




the oldest known fossil bird, of the late Jurassic period. It had feathers, wings, and hollow bones like a bird, but teeth, a bony tail, and legs like a small coelurosaur dinosaur.

[
Archaeopteryx lithographica

 , subclass 
Archaeornithes

 .]











– origin

 from Greek 
arkhaios

 ‘ancient’ (see archaeo-
 ) + 
pterux

 ‘wing.’





archaic

 
/ärˈkāik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very old or old-fashioned




•
 
prisons are run on archaic methods.










2.
 
(of a word or a style of language) no longer in everyday use but sometimes used to impart an old-fashioned flavor.




3.
 
of an early period of art or culture, especially the 7th–6th centuries 
BC

 in Greece




•
 
the archaic temple at Corinth.














II.
 
derivatives





archaically

 
/ärˈkāik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
archaïque

 , from Greek 
arkhaikos

 , from 
arkhaios

 , from 
arkhē

 ‘beginning.’





archaism

 
/ˈärkēˌizəm ˈärkāˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is very old or old-fashioned.




2.
 
an archaic word or style of language or art.




3.
 
the use or conscious imitation of very old or old-fashioned styles or features in language or art.








II.
 
derivatives





archaistic

 
/ˌärkēˈistik ˌärkāˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
archaismus

 , from Greek 
arkhaismos

 , from 
arkhaizein

 ‘imitate archaic styles,’ from 
arkhaios

 ‘ancient,’ from 
arkhē

 ‘beginning.’





archaizing

 
/ˈärkēˌīziNG, ˈärkā-/






adjective




consciously imitating a word or a style of language or art that is very old or old-fashioned




•
 
some archaizing poetry.



















archangel

 
/ˈärkˌānjəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an angel of high rank.




2.
 
in traditional Christian angelology, a being of the eighth order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.








II.
 
derivatives





archangelic

 
/ˌärkanˈjelik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English, from Anglo-Norman French 
archangele

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
arkhangelos

 , from 
arkhi-

 ‘chief’ + 
angelos

 ‘messenger, angel.’






Archangel

 
/ˈärkˌānjəl/






a port in northwestern Russia, on the White Sea; pop. 348,700 (est. 2008). It is named after the monastery of the Archangel Michael that is situated here.

Russian name Arkhangelsk
 .









archbishop

 
/ˌärCHˈbiSHəp/





I.
 
noun




the chief bishop responsible for an archdiocese.











– origin

 Old English, from arch-
 ‘chief’ + 
biscop

 (see bishop
 ), replacing earlier 
heah-biscop

 ‘high bishop.’





archbishopric

 
/ˌärCHˈbiSHəprik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office of an archbishop.




2.
 
an archdiocese.











– origin

 Old English 
arcebiscoprice

 (see arch-
 , bishopric
 ).





archconservative

 
/ˌärCHkənˈsərvədiv/





I.
 
adjective




extremely averse to change and strongly adhering to traditional values




•
 
his social philosophy is archconservative.














II.
 
noun




a person who is extremely averse to change and strongly adheres to traditional values




•
 
her father was an archconservative in the colonial era tradition.



















archdeacon

 
/ˌärCHˈdēkən/





I.
 
noun




a senior Christian cleric (in the early Church a deacon, in the modern Anglican church a priest) to whom a bishop delegates certain responsibilities.











– origin

 Old English 
arce-

 , 
ercediacon

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
archidiaconus

 , from ecclesiastical Greek 
arkhidiakonos

 , from 
arkhi-

 ‘chief’ + 
diakonos

 (see deacon
 ).





archdeaconry

 
/ˌärCHˈdēkənrē/






noun



1.
 
the office of an archdeacon.




2.
 
the district for which an archdeacon is responsible.




3.
 
the residence of an archdeacon.













archdiocese

 
/ˌärCHˈdīəsis ˌärCHˈdīəˌsēz/





I.
 
noun




the district for which an archbishop is responsible.








II.
 
derivatives





archdiocesan

 
/ˌärCHdīˈäsəsən /






adjective





















archduchess

 
/ˌärCHˈdəCHəs/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the wife or widow of an archduke.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a daughter of the emperor of Austria.













archduke

 
/ˈärCHˌd(y)o͞ok/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a son of the emperor of Austria.








II.
 
derivatives





archducal

 
/ˌärCHˈd(y)o͞ok(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
archeduc

 , from Merovingian Latin 
archidux

 , 
archiduc-

 , from 
archi-

 ‘chief’ + 
dux

 , 
duc-

 (see duke
 ).






Archean

 
/ärˈkēən /

 


‹Brit.›

 Archaean





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the eon that constitutes the earlier (or middle) part of the Precambrian, in which there was no life on earth. It precedes the Proterozoic eon.

Also called azoic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Archean

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Archean eon or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Archean extended from the origin of the earth (see Precambrian
 ) to about 2,500 million years ago. In models that include the Priscoan eon, the Archean began about 4,000 million years ago.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
arkhaios

 ‘ancient’ + -an
 .





archegonium

 
/ˌärkəˈɡōnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the female sex organ in mosses, liverworts, ferns, and most conifers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
arkhegonos

 , from 
arkhe-

 ‘first’ + 
gonos

 ‘race.’





archenemy

 
/ˌärCHˈenəmē/






noun



1.
 
a person who is extremely hostile or opposed to someone or something




•
 
the twins were archenemies.










2.
 
(
the Archenemy

 )
 — the Devil.













archenteron

 
/ärkˈen(t)əˌrän/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 the rudimentary alimentary cavity of an embryo at the gastrula stage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
arkhē

 ‘beginning’ + 
enteron

 ‘intestine.’





archeo-






combining form





archaeo-
 .














archer

 
/ˈärCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who shoots with a bow and arrows, especially at a target for sport.




2.
 
(
the Archer

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Sagittarius.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
archier

 , based on Latin 
arcus

 ‘bow.’





archerfish

 
/ˈärCHərˌfiSH/






noun




a freshwater fish that knocks insect prey off overhanging vegetation by spitting water at it. It is native to Asia, Australia, and the Philippines.

[Genus 
Toxotes

 , family 
Toxotidae

 : several species, in particular 
T. jaculator

 .]













archery

 
/ˈärCH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




the sport or skill of shooting with a bow and arrows, especially at a target.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
archerie

 , from 
archier

 (see archer
 ).





arches

 
/ˈärCHəz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
used in names of moths with curving archlike patterns on the wings, such as 
dark arches

 .

[Several genera in the families 
Noctuidae

 and 
Notodontidae

 .]













archetypal

 
/ˌärkəˈtīp(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
very typical of a certain kind of person or thing




•
 
the archetypal country doctor.










2.
 
recurrent as a symbol or motif in literature, art, or mythology




•
 
an archetypal journey representing the quest for identity.










3.
 
of, relating to, or denoting an original that has been imitated




•
 
the archetypal believer, Abraham.










4.
 
relating to or denoting Jungian archetypes.













archetype

 
/ˈärkəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very typical example of a certain person or thing




•
 
the book is a perfect archetype of the genre.










2.
 
an original that has been imitated




•
 
the archetype of faith is Abraham.










3.
 
a recurrent symbol or motif in literature, art, or mythology




•
 
mythological archetypes of good and evil.










4.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 (in Jungian psychology) a primitive mental image inherited from the earliest human ancestors, and supposed to be present in the collective unconscious.








II.
 
derivatives





archetypical

 
/ˌärk(ə)ˈtipik(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
arkhetupon

 ‘something molded first as a model,’ from 
arkhe-

 ‘primitive’ + 
tupos

 ‘a model.’





archfiend

 
/ˌärCHˈfēnd/






noun






‹literary›

 a chief fiend, especially the Devil.













archidiaconal

 
/ˌärkəˌdīˈakən(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to an archdeacon.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
archidiaconalis

 , from 
archi-

 ‘chief’ + 
diaconalis

 (see diaconal
 ).





archiepiscopal

 
/ˌärkēəˈpiskəpəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to an archbishop.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
archiepiscopacy

 
/-əˈpiskəpəsē /






noun













2.
 
archiepiscopate

 
/ˌärkēəˈpiskəpət /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
arkhiepiskopos

 ‘archbishop’ (from 
arkhi-

 ‘chief’ + 
episkopos

 ‘bishop’) + -al
 .





archil

 
/ˈärCHəl/






noun




archaic spelling of orchil
 .













Archilochus

 
/ˌärˈkiləkəs/






(8th or 7th century 
BC

 ), Greek poet. He is credited with the invention of iambic meter.









archimandrite

 
/ˌärkəˈmandrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the head of a large monastery or group of monasteries in the Orthodox Church.




2.
 
an honorary title given to a monastic priest.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin, from ecclesiastical Greek 
arkhimandritēs

 , from 
arkhi-

 ‘chief’ + 
mandra

 ‘monastery.’





Archimedean

 
/ˌärkəˈmēdēən/






adjective




relating to or invented by the mathematician Archimedes




•
 
an Archimedean globe.



















Archimedean screw

 
/ˌärkəˌmēdēən ˈskro͞o/






noun




a device invented by Archimedes for raising water by means of a spiral within a tube.













Archimedes

 
/ˌärkəˈmēdēz/






(
c.

 287–212 
BC

 ), Greek mathematician and inventor from Syracuse. He is noted for his discovery of Archimedes' principle (legend has it that he made this discovery while taking a bath and ran through the streets shouting “Eureka!”). Among his mathematical discoveries are the ratio of the radius of a circle to its circumference and formulas for the surface area and volume of a sphere and of a cylinder.









Archimedes' principle

 

‹Physics›







a result stating that a body totally or partially immersed in a fluid is subject to an upward force equal in magnitude to the weight of fluid it displaces.









archipelago

 
/ˌärkəˈpeləˌɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of islands.




2.
 
a sea or stretch of water containing many islands.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Italian 
arcipelago

 , from Greek 
arkhi-

 ‘chief’ + 
pelagos

 ‘sea.’ The word was originally used as a proper name (
the Archipelago

 ‘the Aegean Sea’): the generalization of meaning occurred because the Aegean Sea is remarkable for its large numbers of islands.





Archipenko, Aleksandr

 
/ˌärkəˈp(y)eNGkō/






(1887–1964), US sculptor; born in Russia; full name 
Aleksandr Porfirevich Archipenko

 . He adapted cubist techniques to sculpture.










Archipiélago de Colón

 
/ärCHēˌpyālaɡō dā kəˈlōn/






official Spanish name for Galapagos Islands
 .










architect

 
/ˈärkəˌtekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who designs buildings and in many cases also supervises their construction.




2.
 
a person who is responsible for inventing or realizing a particular idea or project




•
 
a chief architect of the plan to slash income taxes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be architected

 )


1.
 


[Computing]

 design and make




•
 
few software packages were architected with Ethernet access in mind.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
architecte

 , from Italian 
architetto

 , via Latin from Greek 
arkhitektōn

 , from 
arkhi-

 ‘chief’ + 
tektōn

 ‘builder.’





architectonic

 
/ˌärkəˌtekˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to architecture or architects.




2.
 
(of an artistic composition or physical appearance) having a clearly defined structure, especially one that is artistically pleasing




•
 
the painting's architectonic harmony.














II.
 
noun

 — (
architectonics

 ) [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the scientific study of architecture.




2.
 
musical, literary, or artistic structure




•
 
the architectonics of Latin prose.














III.
 
derivatives





architectonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
arkhitektonikos

 , from 
arkhitektōn

 (see architect
 ).





architectural

 
/ärkiˈtekCHərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the art or practice of designing and constructing buildings




•
 
an architectural firm.










2.
 
relating to or constituting buildings




•
 
Wootton Bassett has retained much of its architectural heritage.










3.
 
bearing a resemblance to buildings




•
 
he liked architectural plants, particularly large spiky palms.














II.
 
derivatives





architecturally

 
/ärkiˈtekCHərəlē /






adverb





















architecture

 
/ˈärkəˌtek(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art or practice of designing and constructing buildings.




2.
 
the style in which a building is designed or constructed, especially with regard to a specific period, place, or culture




•
 
Victorian architecture.










3.
 
the complex or carefully designed structure of something




•
 
the chemical 
architecture of

 the human brain.










4.
 
the conceptual structure and logical organization of a computer or computer-based system




•
 
a client/server architecture.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
architectura

 , from 
architectus

 (see architect
 ).





architrave

 
/ˈärkəˌtrāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in classical architecture) a main beam resting across the tops of columns, specifically the lower third entablature.




2.
 
the molded frame around a doorway or window.




3.
 
a molding around the exterior of an arch.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian, from 
archi-

 ‘chief’ + 
-trave

 from Latin 
trabs

 , 
trab-

 ‘a beam.’





archival

 
/ˌärˈkīvl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or constituting archives




•
 
the club maintains an archival research library.










2.
 
(of a material such as paper) of suitable quality to be used in archives.




•
 
the illustrations are printed with archival inks that will last about 70 years.



















archive

 
/ˈärˌkīv /

 
archives





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of historical documents or records providing information about a place, institution, or group of people




•
 
source materials in local archives




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a section of archive film.










2.
 
the place where historical documents or records are kept




•
 
to get into the archives I had to fill in a request form.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or store (something) in an archive.




2.
 


[Computing]

 transfer (data) to a less frequently used storage medium such as magnetic tape, typically external to the computer system and having a greater storage capacity.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘place where records are kept’): from French 
archives

 (plural), from Latin 
archiva

 , 
archia

 , from Greek 
arkheia

 ‘public records,’ from 
arkhē

 ‘government.’ The verb dates from the late 19th cent.





archivist

 
/ˈärkəvəst ˈärˌkīvəst/






noun




a person who maintains and is in charge of archives.













archivolt

 
/ˈärkəˌvōlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a band of molding, resembling an architrave, around the lower curve of an arch.




2.
 
the lower curve itself from impost to impost of the columns.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
archivolte

 or Italian 
archivolto

 , based on Latin 
arcus

 ‘bow, arch’ + 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





archlute

 
/ˈärCHˌlo͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a bass lute with an extended neck and unstopped bass strings.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
archiluth

 , from 
archi-

 ‘chief’ + 
luth

 (see lute
 1
 ).





archon

 
/ˈärkän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the nine chief magistrates in ancient Athens.




2.
 
any ruler




•
 
rock's archons are disc jockeys and concert promoters.














II.
 
derivatives





archonship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
arkhōn

 ‘ruler,’ noun use of the present participle of 
arkhein

 ‘to rule.’





archosaur

 
/ˈärkəˌsôr /

 
archosaurus





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Paleontology]

 a reptile of a large group that includes the dinosaurs and pterosaurs, represented today only by the crocodilians.

[Subdivision 
Archosauria

 , subclass 
Diapsida

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





archosaurian

 
/ˌärkəˈsôrēən /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Archosauria

 , from Greek 
arkhos

 ‘chief’ or 
arkhōn

 ‘ruler’ + -saur
 .





archpriest

 
/ˌärCHˈprēst/






noun




a chief priest.













archway

 
/ˈärCHˌwā/






noun




a curved structure forming a passage or entrance.













arc light

 
arc lamp






noun




a light source using an electric arc.













arc sine

 
arcsin






noun




a mathematical function that is the inverse of the sine function.













arc tangent

 
arctan






noun




a mathematical function that is the inverse of the tangent function.














Arctic

 
/ˈärktik ˈärdik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the regions around the North Pole




•
 
an Arctic explorer.










2.
 
(of animals or plants) living or growing in the regions around the North Pole.




3.
 
(
arctic

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of weather conditions) very cold.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Arctic

 )
 — the regions around the North Pole.




2.
 
(
arctics

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 thick waterproof overshoes extending to the ankle or above.




3.
 
(
arctic

 )
 — a drab-colored hairy butterfly of the arctic and subarctic regions of the New World.

[Genus 
Oenis

 , subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
arcticus

 , 
articus

 , from Greek 
arktikos

 , from 
arktos

 ‘bear, Ursa Major, North Star.’





Arctic Archipelago






the name for all of the islands that lie north of mainland Canada and the Arctic Circle. Sparsely populated, they have varied mineral resources and wildlife. Baffin Island is the largest of the group.









Arctic Circle






the parallel of latitude 66° 33ʹ north of the equator. It marks the northernmost point at which the sun is visible on the northern winter solstice and the southernmost point at which the midnight sun can be seen on the northern summer solstice.









Arctic fox

 
/ˈärktik fäks/






noun




a fox with a thick coat that turns white in winter, found on the tundra of North America and Eurasia.

[
Alopex lagopus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













Arctic hare






noun




a hare whose coat turns white in winter, found in the arctic areas of North America.

[
Lepus arcticus

 , family 
Leporidae

 .]













Arctic Ocean






a sea that surrounds the North Pole and lies within the Arctic Circle. Much of the sea is covered with pack ice throughout the year.









Arctic tern






noun




a red-billed tern that breeds in the Arctic and adjacent areas, migrating to Antarctic regions for the winter.

[
Sterna paradisaea

 , family 
Sternidae

 .]













Arctic willow

 
arctic willow






noun




a shrub, 
Salix arctica

 , found in the Canadian tundra.













Arctogaea

 
/ˌärktōˈjēə /

 

‹Zoology›


 
Arctogea





I.
 
a major zoogeographical area comprising the Palearctic, Nearctic, Ethiopian, and Oriental regions.




II.
 
derivatives





Arctogaean






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
arktos

 ‘northern’ + 
gaia

 ‘earth.’





arctophile

 
/ˈärktəˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who collects or is very fond of teddy bears.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arctophilia

 
/ˌärktəˈfilēə /






noun













2.
 
arctophilist

 
/ärkˈtäfilist /






noun













3.
 
arctophily

 
/-ˈtäfilē /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
arktos

 ‘bear’ + 
philos

 ‘loving.’





Arcturus

 
/ˌärkˈtyo͝orəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the fourth brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Boötes. It is an orange giant.







– origin

 from Greek 
arktos

 ‘bear’ + 
ouros

 ‘guardian’ (because of its position in line with the tail of Ursa Major).





arcuate

 
/ˈärkyo͞oət ˈärkyo͞oˌāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 shaped like a bow; curved




•
 
the arcuate sweep of the chain of islands.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
arcuatus

 , past participle of 
arcuare

 ‘to curve,’ from 
arcus

 ‘bow, curve.’





arcus senilis

 
/ˌärkəs səˈnīlis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a narrow opaque band encircling the cornea, common in old age.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘senile bow.’





arc welding

 
/ˈˌärk ˈˌweldiNG/






noun




a technique in which metals are welded using heat generated by an electric arc.














-ard





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns such as 
bollard

 , 
wizard

 .




2.
 
forming nouns having a depreciatory sense




•
 
drunkard




•
 
dullard.

















– origin

 Middle English and Old French, from German 
-hard

 ‘hard, hardy.’





Arden, Elizabeth

 
/ˈärdn/






(
c.

 1880–1966), US executive in the cosmetics industry; born in Canada; born 
Florence Nightingale Graham

 .









Ardennes

 
/ärˈden/






a forested upland region extending over parts of southeastern Belgium, northeastern France, and Luxembourg. It was the scene of fierce fighting in both world wars.









ardent

 
/ˈärdnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
enthusiastic or passionate




•
 
an ardent baseball fan




•
 
an ardent suitor.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 burning; glowing




•
 
the ardent flames.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ardant

 , from Latin 
ardens

 , 
ardent-

 , from 
ardere

 ‘to burn.’





ardently

 
/ˈädn(t)lē/






adverb




very enthusiastically or passionately




•
 
both men ardently supported the war.



















Ardi

 
/ˈärdē/






the nickname of a partial female skeleton of a fossil hominid found in Ethiopia in 1994, about 4.4 million years old and 4 feet (1.2 m) in height.

[
Ardipithecus ramidus

 , family 
Hominidae

 . The species is believed to have been bipedal on the ground and quadrupedal when in trees.]









Ardmore

 
/ˈärdmôr/






a city in southern Oklahoma, in an oil-producing and agricultural area; pop. 24,810 (est. 2008).









ardor

 
/ˈärdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 ardour





I.
 
noun




enthusiasm or passion




•
 
they felt the stirrings of revolutionary ardor.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ardor

 , from 
ardere

 ‘to burn.’





arduous

 
/ˈärjo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




involving or requiring strenuous effort; difficult and tiring




•
 
an arduous journey.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arduously

 
/ˈärjəwəslē /






adverb













2.
 
arduousness

 
/ˈärjo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
arduus

 ‘steep, difficult’ + -ous
 .





are1


 
/är ər/






2nd person singular present and 1st, 2nd, 3rd person plural present of be
 .










are2


 
/er är/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a metric unit of measure, equal to 100 square meters (about 119.6 square yards).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
area

 (see area
 ).






area

 
/ˈerēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a region or part of a town, a country, or the world




•
 
rural areas of New Jersey




•
 
people living in the area are at risk.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a space allocated for a specific purpose




•
 
the dining area.










3.
 
a part of an object or surface




•
 
areas of the body.










4.
 
a subject or range of activity or interest




•
 
the key areas of science.










5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a sunken enclosure giving access to the basement of a building




•
 
a bicycle padlocked to the area railing.










6.
 
the extent or measurement of a surface or piece of land




•
 
the area of a triangle




•
 
the room is twelve square feet 
in area

 .














II.
 
derivatives





areal






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘space allocated for a specific purpose’): from Latin, literally ‘vacant piece of level ground.’





area code

 
/ˈerēə ˌkōd/






noun




a three-digit number that identifies one of the telephone service regions into which the US, Canada, and certain other countries are divided and that is dialed when calling from one area to another.













area rug






noun




a rug that covers only a part of a floor in a room.













areaway

 
/ˈerēəwā/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sunken enclosure giving access to the basement of a building.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a passageway between buildings.














areca

 
/əˈrēkə ˈerəkə /

 
areca palm





I.
 
noun




a tropical Asian palm.

[Genus 
Areca

 , family 
Palmae

 : several species, in particular 
A. catechu

 .]











– origin

 via Portuguese from Malayalam 
áḍekka

 .






areca nut






noun




the astringent seed of an areca palm (
Areca catechu

 ), which is often chewed with betel leaves.

Also called betel nut
 .













Arecibo

 
/ˌärəˈsēbō/






a community in northwestern Puerto Rico, west of San Juan; pop. 47,300 (est. 2009). It is an academic center noted for its huge radio telescope facility.









areligious

 
/ˌāriˈlijəs/






adjective




not influenced by or practicing religion




•
 
the sexual mores of today's secular and areligious culture.



















arena

 
/əˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a level area surrounded by seats for spectators, in which sports, entertainments, and other public events are held.




2.
 
a place or scene of activity, debate, or conflict




•
 
he has re-entered the political arena.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
harena

 , 
arena

 ‘sand, sand-strewn place of combat.’





arenaceous

 
/ˌärəˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 consisting of sand or sandlike particles.




2.
 


[Geology]

 
[Biology]

 (of animals or plants) living or growing in sand.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
arenaceus

 , from 
arena

 , 
harena

 ‘sand.’





Arendt, Hannah

 
/ˈärənt/






(1906–75), US philosopher and political theorist; born in Germany. A student of Martin Heidegger, she established her reputation as a political thinker with one of the first works to propose that Nazism and Stalinism had common roots. Notable works: 
The Origins of Totalitarianism

 (1951), 
Eichmann in Jerusalem

 (1963), and 
On Violence

 (1970).









arenosol

 
/əˈrēnəˌsôl, -ˌsäl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil type consisting mainly of sand with very little organic matter and supporting limited amounts of specialized vegetation.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Latin 
arena

 ‘sand’ + -sol
 .





aren't

 
/är(ə)nt/





I.
 
contraction



1.
 
are not




•
 
they aren't here.










2.
 
am not (only used in questions)




•
 
I'm right, aren't I?




•
 
why aren't I being given a pay raise?

















usage:

 The contraction 
aren't

 is used in standard English to mean ‘am not’ in questions, as in I'm right, 
aren't

 I? Outside of questions, it is incorrect to use 
aren't

 to mean ‘am not’ (for example, I 
aren't

 going is clearly wrong). The nonstandard (although logical) form 
amn't

 is restricted to Scottish, Irish, and dialect use.






areola

 
/əˈrēələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small circular area, in particular the ring of pigmented skin surrounding a nipple.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 any of the small spaces between the veins on a leaf or the nervures on an insect's wing.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 a reddened patch around a spot or papule.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
areolar






adjective













2.
 
areolate

 
/-lit, -ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘small space or interstice’): from Latin, literally ‘small open space,’ diminutive of 
area

 (see area
 ).





areole

 
/ˈerēˌōl/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an areola, especially a small area bearing spines or hairs on a cactus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
aréole

 , from Latin (see areola
 ).





areology

 
/ˌerēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the planet Mars.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
areological

 
/ˌe(ə)rēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
areologist






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Ares

 (Greek equivalent of the Roman war god Mars) + 
-ology

 .





Areopagus

 
/ˌerēˈäpəɡəs/





I.
 
(in ancient Athens) a hill on which met the highest governmental council and later a judicial court.







– origin

 from Greek 
Areios pagos

 ‘hill of 
Ares

 ’; the name for the site came to denote the court itself.





arepa

 
/äˈrāpə/





I.
 
noun




a corn pancake, sweetened or unsweetened, eaten in Venezuela and Colombia.











– origin

 Cariban.





Arequipa

 
/ˌärəˈkēpə/






a city in southern Peru, in the Andes; pop. 784,700 (est. 2007).










Ares

 
/ˈerēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the Greek war god, son of Zeus and Hera.

Roman equivalent Mars
 .










arête

 
/əˈrāt/





I.
 
noun




a sharp mountain ridge.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
arista

 ‘ear of wheat, fish bone, spine.’






arethusa

 
/ˌerəˈTHo͞ozə/






noun




a pinkish-red North American wild orchid that grows in boggy ground.

Also called dragon's mouth
 . [
Arethusa bulbosa

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]













arf

 
/ärf/






exclamation




used to imitate or represent a dog's bark.













argali

 
/ˈärɡəlē/





I.
 
noun




the largest wild sheep, which has massive horns and is found in mountainous areas of Asia.

[
Ovis ammon

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Mongolian.





Argand diagram

 
/ˈärɡənd, -ɡand/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a diagram on which complex numbers are represented geometrically using Cartesian axes, the horizontal coordinate representing the real part of the number and the vertical coordinate the complex part.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after J. R. 
Argand

 (1768–1822), French mathematician.





Argand lamp





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an oil or gas lamp equipped with a tubular wick that allowed air to pass both inner and outer surfaces of the flame, securing more perfect combustion and brighter light.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after A. 
Argand

 (1755–1803), French physicist.





argan oil

 
/ˈärɡən ˌoil/






noun




an aromatic culinary oil expressed from the seeds of the argan tree, native to an area of southwestern Morocco.

[
Argania spinosa

 , family 
Sapotaceae

 .]













argent

 
/ˈärjənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 
[Heraldry]

 silver; silvery white




•
 
the argent moon.














II.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 silver as a heraldic tincture.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting silver coins): via Old French from Latin 
argentum

 ‘silver.’





argentiferous

 
/ˌärjənˈtifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of rocks or minerals) containing silver.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
argentum

 ‘silver’ + -ferous
 .






Argentina

 
/ˌärjənˈtēnə/







1.
 
a republic that occupies much of the southern part of South America; pop. 40,913,600 (est. 2009); capital, Buenos Aires; official language, Spanish.





Colonized by the Spanish in the 16th century, Argentina declared its independence in 1816. It emerged as a democratic republic in the mid 19th century, but has periodically fallen under military rule. In 1982, Argentina's claim to the Falkland Islands led to an unsuccessful war with Britain.









argentine

 
/ˈärjəntīn ˈärjənˌtēn/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 of or resembling silver.








II.
 
noun




a small marine fish with a silvery sheen.

[Family 
Argentinidae

 : two genera and several species, in particular 
Argentina silus

 of the North Atlantic.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
argentin

 , 
argentine

 , from 
argent

 ‘silver,’ from Latin 
argentum

 .





Argentine

 
/ˈärjəntīn ˈärjənˌtēn/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Argentina or its people.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Argentina, or a person of Argentine descent.




2.
 
(
the Argentine

 )
 — another name for Argentina
 .













Argentine ant






noun




a small South American ant that has become established in parts of the US.

[
Iridomyrmex humilis

 , family 
Formicidae

 .]













Argentinian

 
/ärjənˈtinēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Argentina or its people.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Argentina, or a person of Argentine descent.













argil

 
/ˈärj(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 clay, especially potter's clay.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Old French 
argille

 , from Latin 
argilla

 ‘clay.’





argillaceous

 
/ˌärjəˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of rocks or sediment) consisting of or containing clay.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
argillaceus

 (from 
argilla

 ‘clay’) + -ous
 .





argillite

 
/ˈärjəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sedimentary rock that does not split easily, formed from consolidated clay.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
argilla

 ‘clay’ + -ite
 1
 .





arginine

 
/ˈärjəˌnēn, -ˌnīn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a basic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: HN=C(NH2
 )NH(CH2
 )3
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Arginin

 , perhaps from Greek 
arginoeis

 ‘bright-shining, white.’





Argive

 
/ˈärˌjīv, -ˌɡīv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ancient city of Argos.




2.
 
(especially in Homer) Greek.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a citizen of Argos.




2.
 
(especially in Homer) a Greek person.











– origin

 from Latin 
Argivus

 , from Greek 
Argeios

 ‘relating to Argos.’





argle-bargle

 
/ˌärɡəl ˈbärɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 copious but meaningless talk or writing; nonsense




•
 
bureaucratic argle-bargle.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for argy-bargy
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: reduplication of dialect 
argle

 , a late 16th-cent. alteration of argue
 .





Argo

 
/ˈärɡō /

 

‹Astronomy historical›


 
Argo Navis





I.
 
a large southern constellation (the ship 
Argo

 ), which is now divided into the constellations Carina, Puppis, and Vela.







– origin

 Latin.





argol

 
/ˈärɡəl/





I.
 
noun




tartar obtained from wine fermentation.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
argoile

 , of unknown origin.





argon

 
/ˈärˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ar

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 18, an inert gaseous element of the noble gas group. Argon is the most common noble gas, making up nearly one percent of the earth's atmosphere.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, neuter of 
argos

 ‘idle,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
ergon

 ‘work.’






argonaut

 
/ˈärɡəˌnôt/






noun




a small floating octopus, the female of which has webbed arms like sails and secretes a thin, coiled, papery shell in which the eggs are laid.

Also called paper nautilus
 . [Genus 
Argonauta

 , order 
Octopoda

 .]













Argonauts

 
/ˈärɡəˌnôts /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a group of heroes who accompanied Jason on board the ship 
Argo

 in the quest for the Golden Fleece.







– origin

 
argonaut

 from Greek 
argonautēs

 ‘sailor in the ship 
Argo

 .’





Argonne

 
/ärˈɡän, ˈärˌɡän/






a wooded plateau in northeastern France, near the Belgian border. The region is thinly populated. A major Allied offensive was staged here during World War I; during World War II the region was occupied by Germany from 1940 until 1944.









Argos

 
/ˈärɡəs ˈärɡôs/






a city in southern Greece, in the northeastern Peloponnese; pop. 23,600 (est. 2009). One of the oldest cities of ancient Greece, it dominated the Peloponnese and the western Aegean in the 7th century 
BC

 .









argosy

 
/ˈärɡəsē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a large merchant ship, originally one from Ragusa (now Dubrovnik) or Venice.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently from Italian 
Ragusea (nave)

 ‘(vessel) of 


Ragusa



 ’ (see Ragusa
 ).





argot

 
/ˈärɡō ˈärɡət/





I.
 
noun




the jargon or slang of a particular group or class




•
 
teenage argot.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally denoting the jargon or slang of criminals): from French, of unknown origin.





arguable

 
/ˈärɡyo͞oəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able to be argued or asserted




•
 
an arguable case for judicial review




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is 
arguable that

 egg donation raises a series of moral and practical problems.










2.
 
open to disagreement; not obviously correct




•
 
a highly arguable assumption.



















arguably

 
/ˈärɡy(o͞o)əblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
it may be argued (used to qualify the statement of an opinion or belief)




•
 
she is arguably the greatest woman tennis player of all time.




















argue

 
/ˈärɡyo͞o/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — give reasons or cite evidence in support of an idea, action, or theory, typically with the aim of persuading others to share one's view


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
defense attorneys 
argue that

 the police lacked “probable cause” to arrest the driver




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“It stands to reason,” she argued.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
argue someone into/out of

 )
 — persuade someone to do or not to do (something) by giving reasons




•
 
I tried to argue him out of it.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — exchange or express diverging or opposite views, typically in a heated or angry way




•
 
don't 
argue with

 me




•
 


‹figurative›

 I wasn't going to 
argue with

 a gun




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was too tired to 
argue the point

 .














II.
 
derivatives





arguer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
arguer

 , from Latin 
argutari

 ‘prattle,’ frequentative of 
arguere

 ‘make clear, prove, accuse.’





argufy

 
/ˈärɡyəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹humorous›

 
‹dialect›

 argue or quarrel, typically about something trivial




•
 
it won't do to argufy, I tell you.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: fanciful formation from argue
 ; compare with 
speechify

 .





argument

 
/ˈärɡyəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exchange of diverging or opposite views, typically a heated or angry one




•
 
I've had an 
argument with

 my father




•
 
heated arguments over public spending




•
 
there was some argument about the decision.










2.
 
a reason or set of reasons given with the aim of persuading others that an action or idea is right or wrong




•
 
there is a strong argument for submitting a formal appeal




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he rejected the 
argument that

 keeping the facility would be costly.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 an independent variable associated with a function and determining the value of the function. For example, in the expression 
y

 = 
F

 (
x1


 , 
x2


 ), the arguments of the function 
F

 are 
x

 1
 and 
x

 2
 , and the value is 
y

 .




4.
 
another term for amplitude
 (
sense

 4).




5.
 


[Computing]

 a value or address passed to a procedure or function at the time of call.




6.
 


[Linguistics]

 any of the noun phrases in a clause that are related directly to the verb, typically the subject, direct object, and indirect object.




7.
 


[Logic]

 the middle term in a syllogism.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 a summary of the subject matter of a book.








II.
 
phrases





for the sake of argument






as a basis for discussion or reasoning.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘process of reasoning’): via Old French from Latin 
argumentum

 , from 
arguere

 ‘make clear, prove, accuse.’





argumentation

 
/ˌärɡyəmənˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or process of reasoning systematically in support of an idea, action, or theory




•
 
lines of argumentation used to support his thesis.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
argumentatio(n-)

 , from 
argumentat-

 ‘conducted as an argument,’ from 
argumentari

 .





argumentative

 
/ˌärɡyəˈmen(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
given to expressing divergent or opposite views




•
 
an argumentative child.










2.
 
using or characterized by systematic reasoning




•
 
the highest standards of argumentative rigor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
argumentatively






adverb













2.
 
argumentativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
argumentatif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
argumentativus

 , from 
argumentari

 ‘conduct an argument.’






argument from design






noun






[Christian Theology]

 the argument that God's existence is demonstrable from the evidence of design in the universe.













argus

 
/ˈärɡəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Argus

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 a monster with a hundred eyes, used by Hera to watch over Io. He was killed by Hermes, and Hera then used his eyes to deck the peacock's tail.




2.
 
an alert, watchful guardian.




3.
 
(also 
argus pheasant

 )
 — a long-tailed pheasant with generally brown plumage, found in Southeast Asia and Indonesia.

[Two species in the family 
Phasianidae

 : the male 
great argus

 (
Argusianus argus

 ) has lengthened secondary wing feathers bearing eyespots, spread during display; the 
crested argus

 (
Rheinartia ocellata

 ) has the longest tail feathers of any bird.]




4.
 
a small brown or bluish Eurasian butterfly that typically has eyelike markings near the wing margins.

[
Aricia

 and other genera, family 
Lycaenidae

 .]




5.
 
(also 
argus fish

 )
 — a silvery deep-bodied fish with round spots, widely distributed throughout the tropical Indo-Pacific region in both fresh and salt water.

[
Scatophagus argus

 , family 
Scatophagidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
Argos

 , the name of the mythical watchman with a hundred eyes.





Argus-eyed

 
/ˈärɡəsˌīd/






adjective






‹literary›

 vigilant.














argy-bargy

 
/ˌärjēˈbärjē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 noisy quarreling or wrangling.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally Scots): rhyming jingle based on argue
 .





argyle

 
/ˈärˌɡīl/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a pattern composed of diamonds of various colors on a plain background, used in knitted garments such as sweaters and socks.




2.
 
a sock with an argyle pattern.











– origin

 1940s: from 
Argyll

 , a family name and a former county of Scotland. The pattern is based on the tartan of the 
Argyll

 branch of the Campbell clan.





arhat

 
/ˈärhət/





I.
 
noun




(in Buddhism and Jainism) someone who has attained the goal of the religious life.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Sanskrit, literally ‘meritorious.’






aria

 
/ˈärēə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a long, accompanied song for a solo voice, typically one in an opera or oratorio.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
aer

 ‘air.’





Ariadne

 
/ˌerēˈadnē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of King Minos of Crete and Pasiphaë. She helped Theseus to escape from the Minotaur's labyrinth by giving him a ball of thread, which he unraveled as he went in and used to trace his way out again after killing the Minotaur.









Arian1


 
/ˈerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Aries.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a person born under the sign of Aries.













Arian2


 
/ˈerēən/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of the doctrine of Arianism.








II.
 
adjective




of or concerning Arianism.














-arian





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives and corresponding nouns) having a concern or belief in a specified thing




•
 
antiquarian




•
 
humanitarian




•
 
vegetarian.

















– origin

 from the Latin suffix 
-arius

 .





Arianism

 
/ˈerēəˌnizəm/






noun






[Christian Theology]

 an influential heresy denying the divinity of Christ, originating with the Alexandrian priest 
Arius

 (
c.

 250–
c.

 336). Arianism maintained that the Son of God was created by the Father and was therefore neither coeternal with the Father, nor consubstantial.













Arias Sanchez, Oscar

 
/ˈärē-äs ˈsänCHes/






(1941–), Costa Rican president 1986–90 and 2006–10. He worked to achieve peace in Central America, particularly in Nicaragua. Nobel Peace Prize (1987).









arid

 
/ˈerəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of land or a climate) having little or no rain; too dry or barren to support vegetation




•
 
hot and arid conditions.










2.
 
lacking in interest, excitement, or meaning




•
 
his arid years in suburbia.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aridity

 
/əˈridədē eˈridədē /






noun













2.
 
aridly






adverb













3.
 
aridness

 
/ˈerədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
aride

 or Latin 
aridus

 , from 
arere

 ‘be dry or parched.’





aridisol

 
/əˈridiˌsôl, -ˌsäl/






noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising typically saline or alkaline soils with very little organic matter, characteristic of arid regions.













ariel

 
/ˈerēəl/





I.
 
noun




a gazelle found in the Middle East and North Africa.

[Genus 
Gazella

 , family 
Bovidae

 : the mountain gazelle (
G. gazella

 ) or the dorcas gazelle (
G. dorcas

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic ῾
aryal

 .





Ariel

 
/ˈerēəl/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a satellite of Uranus discovered in 1851, the twelfth closest to the planet and the fourth largest, with a diameter of 721 miles (1,160 km).




II.
 
a series of six American and British satellites devoted to studies of the ionosphere and X-ray astronomy (1962–79).







– origin

 named after a fairy or spirit in Shakespeare's 
The Tempest

 .






Aries

 
/ˈerēz/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small constellation (the Ram), said to represent the ram whose Golden Fleece was sought by Jason and the Argonauts.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Arietis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Beta Arietis.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the first sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters at the vernal equinox (about March 20).




IV.
 
(
pl.

 same) (
an Aries

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Aries.




V.
 
phrases





First Point of Aries








[Astronomy]

 the point on the celestial sphere where the path of the sun crosses the celestial equator from south to north in March, marking the zero point of right ascension. Owing to precession of the equinoxes, it has moved from Aries into Pisces, and is now approaching Aquarius.

Also called vernal equinox
 .















– origin

 Latin.





aright

 
/əˈrīt/





I.
 
adverb






‹dialect›

 correctly; properly




•
 
I wondered if I'd heard aright.

















– origin

 Old English 
on riht

 , 
ariht

 (see a-
 2
 ‘in,’ right
 ).





aril

 
/ˈerəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an extra seed-covering, typically colored and hairy or fleshy, e.g., the red fleshy cup around a yew seed.








II.
 
derivatives





arillate

 
/-lit, -ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
arillus

 , of unknown origin; perhaps related to medieval Latin 
arilli

 ‘dried grape stones.’





arioso

 
/ˌärēˈōsō, -zō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 (especially in opera and oratorio) vocal music that is more melodic than recitative but less formal than an aria.




•
 
short passages of arioso.




•
 
his final arioso was more assured.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
these anthems contain arioso writing.

















– origin

 Italian, from aria
 .





Ariosto, Ludovico

 
/ˌärēˈästō, -ˈōstō/






(1474–1533), Italian poet; noted for his romantic epic 
Orlando Furioso

 (final version 1532).









-arious





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives such as 
gregarious

 , 
vicarious

 .











– origin

 from the Latin suffix 
-arius

 + -ous
 .






arise

 
/əˈrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a problem, opportunity, or situation) emerge; become apparent




•
 
new difficulties had arisen.










2.
 
come into being; originate




•
 
the practice arose in the nineteenth century.










3.
 
(
arise from/out of

 )
 — occur as a result of




•
 
most conflicts arise from ignorance or uncertainty.










4.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 get or stand up




•
 
he arose at 9:30 and went out for a walk.

















– origin

 Old English 
ārīsan

 , from 
ā-

 ‘away’ (as an intensifier) + the verb rise
 .





Aristarchus1


 
/ˌerəˈstärkəs/






(3rd century 
BC

 ), Greek astronomer; known as 
Aristarchus of Samos

 . Founder of an important school of Hellenic astronomy, he was aware of the rotation of the earth around the sun and so was able to account for the seasons.









Aristarchus2


 
/ˌerəˈstärkəs/






(
c.

 217–145 
BC

 ), Greek scholar; known as 
Aristarchus of Samothrace

 . He is noted for his editions of the writings of Homer and other Greek authors.









Aristide, Jean-Bertrand

 
/ärēˈstēd/






(1953–), Haitian president 1991, 1994–96, and 2001–04. He led a movement against the dictatorship of Duvalier in the 1980s and was elected president of Haiti in 1990, but was forced into exile 1991–94 by a military coup. US troops facilitated his return, and he served as president 1994–96 and 2001–04, when he was again forced into exile.









Aristides

 
/ˌerəˈstīdēz/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Athenian statesman and general; known as 
Aristides the Just

 . He commanded the Athenian army at the battle of Plataea (479 
BC

 ).









Aristippus

 
/ˌerəˈstipəs/






(late 5th century 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher; known as 
Aristippus the Elder (of Cyrene)

 . He is considered the founder of the Cyrenaic school.









aristo

 
/əˈristō/






noun




informal term for aristocrat
 .














aristocracy

 
/ˌerəˈstäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ] (or 
pl.

 , usu. 
the aristocracy

 )


1.
 
the highest class in certain societies, especially those holding hereditary titles or offices




•
 
the ancient Polish aristocracy had hereditary right to elect the king.










2.
 
a form of government in which power is held by the nobility.




3.
 
a state governed by the aristocracy.




4.
 
a group regarded as privileged or superior in a particular sphere




•
 
high-level technocrats make up a large part of this “technical aristocracy.”

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
aristocratie

 , from Greek 
aristokratia

 , from 
aristos

 ‘best’ + 
-kratia

 ‘power.’ The term originally denoted the government of a state by its best citizens, later by the rich and well-born, hence the sense ‘nobility,’ regardless of the form of government (mid 17th cent). / 
usage:

 
Aristocracy

 , 
oligarchy

 , and 
plutocracy

 are sometimes confused. All mean some form of rule by a small elite. 
Aristocracy

 is rule by a traditional elite, held to be made up of ‘the best’ people, and is usually hereditary. 
Oligarchy

 is literally rule by a few. 
Plutocracy

 is rule by the (necessarily few) very rich.






aristocrat

 
/əˈristəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the aristocracy




•
 
an aristocrat by birth.










2.
 
something believed to be the best of its kind




•
 
the trout is the aristocrat of freshwater fish.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
aristocrate

 (a word of the French Revolution), from 
aristocratie

 (see aristocracy
 ).





aristocratic

 
/əˌristəˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the aristocracy




•
 
an aristocratic family.










2.
 
distinguished in manners or bearing




•
 
a stately, aristocratic manner.










3.
 
grand; stylish




•
 
aristocratic-sounding names




•
 
a snob with aristocratic aspirations.














II.
 
derivatives





aristocratically

 
/əˌristəˈkradək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
aristocratique

 , from Greek 
aristokratikos

 , from 
aristokratia

 (see aristocracy
 ).





Aristophanes

 
/ˌerəˈstäfənēz/






(
c.

 450–
c.

 385 
BC

 ), Greek comic playwright. Notable works: 
Lysistrata

 , 
The Birds

 , and 
The Frogs

 .









Aristotelian

 
/əˌristəˈtēlēən ˌeristəˈtēlēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Aristotle or his philosophy.








II.
 
noun




a student of Aristotle or an adherent of his philosophy.













Aristotelian logic






noun




the traditional system of logic expounded by Aristotle and developed in the Middle Ages, concerned chiefly with deductive reasoning as expressed in syllogisms.

Compare with symbolic logic
 .













Aristotle

 
/ˈerəstädl/






(384–322 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher and scientist. A student of Plato and tutor to Alexander the Great, he founded a school (the Lyceum) outside Athens. He is one of the most influential thinkers in the history of Western thought. His surviving works cover a vast range of subjects, including logic, ethics, metaphysics, politics, natural science, and physics.









Aristotle's lantern






noun






[Zoology]

 a conical structure of calcareous plates and muscles supporting the rasping teeth of a sea urchin.













Arita

 
/əˈrēdə/





I.
 
noun




a type of Japanese porcelain characterized by asymmetric decoration.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Arita

 , a town in Japan, where it is made.





arithmetic





I.
 
noun

 — 
/əˈriTHməˌtik /



1.
 
the branch of mathematics dealing with the properties and manipulation of numbers




•
 
the laws of arithmetic.










2.
 
the use of numbers in counting and calculation




•
 
he could do arithmetic in his head.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌeriTHˈmedik /



1.
 
of or relating to arithmetic




•
 
perform arithmetic functions.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arithmetically

 
/ariTHˈmediklē /






adverb













2.
 
arithmetician

 
/əˌriTHməˈtiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
arismetique

 , based on Latin 
arithmetica

 , from Greek 
arithmētikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of counting,’ from 
arithmos

 ‘number.’






arithmetic logic unit

 
/ˌeriTHˌmedik ˈläjik ˌyo͞onət/






noun




a unit in a computer that carries out arithmetic and logical operations.














arithmetic mean

 
/ˌeriTHˌmedik ˈmēn/






noun




the average of a set of numerical values, calculated by adding them together and dividing by the number of terms in the set.














arithmetic progression

 
/ˌeriTHˌmedik prəˈɡreSH(ə)n /

 
arithmetic series






noun



1.
 
a sequence of numbers in which each differs from the preceding by a constant quantity (e.g., 3, 6, 9, 12, etc.; 9, 7, 5, 3, etc.).




2.
 
the relationship between numbers in an arithmetic progression




•
 
the numbers are in arithmetic progression.



















arithmetic unit






noun




another term for arithmetic logic unit
 .













arithmetize

 
/əˈriTHməˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express arithmetically; reduce to arithmetic form.














-arium





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns usually denoting a place




•
 
planetarium




•
 
vivarium.

















– origin

 from Latin, neuter ending of adjectives in 
-arius

 .





Ariz.






abbreviation




Arizona.














Arizona

 
/ˌerəˈzōnə/






a state in the southwestern US, on the border with Mexico; pop. 6,500,180 (est. 2008); capital, Phoenix; statehood, Feb. 14, 1912 (48). Part of New Spain until 1821, it was organized as a US territory in 1863 from lands ceded by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 and the Gadsden Purchase in 1853.









Arizonan

 
/ˌerəˈzōnən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Arizona or its inhabitants




•
 
an Arizonan summer.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Arizona




•
 
he became the 92nd Arizonan to play in the major leagues.



















Arjuna

 
/ˈärjənə, ˈər- /

 

‹Hinduism›







a hero prince in the Mahabharata, one of the two main characters in the Bhagavadgita.









Ark.






abbreviation




Arkansas.














ark

 
/ärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the ark

 )
 — (in the Bible) the ship built by Noah to save his family and two of every kind of animal from the Flood; Noah's ark.




2.
 
a vessel or sanctuary that serves as protection against extinction




•
 
a starship ark built by their android protectors.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a chest or box




•
 
the ark was of Italian walnut.










4.
 
a large, flat-bottomed boat.




5.
 
short for Ark of the Covenant
 .




6.
 
(also 
Holy Ark

 )
 — a chest or cupboard housing the Torah scrolls in a synagogue.




7.
 
(also 
ark shell

 )
 — a widely distributed bivalve mollusk that typically attaches itself to rocks with byssus threads.

[Order 
Arcoidea

 : 
Arca

 and other genera.]











– origin

 Old English 
ærc

 , from Latin 
arca

 ‘chest.’





Arkansas

 
/ˈärkənˌsô/






a state in the southern central US, on the western banks of the Mississippi River; pop. 2,855,390 (est. 2008); capital, Little Rock; statehood, June 15, 1836 (25). Arkansas seceded from the Union in 1861 to fight for the Confederacy during the Civil War and rejoined the Union in 1868. In 1957, federal troops were needed to enforce school desegregation in Little Rock.









Arkansas River

 
/ˈärkənˌsô, ärˈkanzəs/






a river in the southwestern US, which flows for 1,450 miles (2,320 km) from the Rockies in Colorado to join the Mississippi River in Arkansas. It has been made navigable for oceangoing vessels as far west as Tulsa, Oklahoma.










Arkhangelsk

 
/ärˈKHänɡilsk, ärˈkaNGˌɡelsk/






Russian name for Archangel
 .










Ark of the Covenant

 
Ark of the Testimony






the wooden chest that contained the tablets of the laws of the ancient Israelites. Carried by the Israelites on their wanderings in the wilderness, it was later placed by Solomon in the Temple at Jerusalem.









arkose

 
/ˈärˌkōs/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a coarse-grained sandstone that is at least 25 percent feldspar.








II.
 
derivatives





arkosic

 
/ärˈkōsik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, probably from Greek 
arkhaios

 ‘ancient.’





Arkwright, Sir Richard

 
/ˈärkˌrīt/






(1732–92), English inventor and industrialist. In 1767 he patented a water-powered spinning machine known as the spinning jenny.









Arles

 
/ˈär(ə)l/






a city in southeastern France; pop. 53,058 (2006). It was the capital of the medieval kingdom of Arles, formed in the 10th century by the union of the kingdoms of Provence and Burgundy.









Arlington

 
/ˈärliNGtən/





I.
 
a county in northern Virginia, forming a suburb of Washington. It is the site of the Pentagon and Arlington National Cemetery.




II.
 
a town in eastern Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 40,993 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an industrial city in northern Texas, between Dallas and Fort Worth; pop. 374,417 (est. 2008).









Arlington Heights






a village in northeastern Illinois, northwest of Chicago; pop. 73,399 (est. 2008).










arm1


 
/ärm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the two upper limbs of the human body from the shoulder to the hand




•
 
she held the baby in her arms.










2.
 
(in technical use) each of the upper limbs from the shoulder to the elbow.




3.
 
each of the forelimbs of an animal.




4.
 
a flexible limb of an invertebrate animal, e.g., an octopus.




5.
 
a sleeve of a garment.




6.
 
an ability to throw a ball skillfully




•
 
he has a good arm.










7.
 
an athlete with an ability to throw a ball skillfully




•
 
he wasn't the best arm in the outfield, but his performance at the plate more than compensated.










8.
 
used to refer to the holding of a person's arm in support or companionship




•
 
as they walked he offered her his arm




•
 
he arrived with a pretty girl on his arm.










9.
 
used to refer to something perceived as powerful or protective




•
 
the comforting arms of the church.










10.
 
a thing resembling an arm in form or function, in particular




11.
 
a side part of a chair or other seat on which a sitter's arm can rest.




12.
 
a narrow strip of water or land projecting from a larger body.




13.
 
a large branch of a tree.




14.
 
a long, narrow shape or object




•
 
a long arm of sunshine.










15.
 
a branch or division of a company or organization




•
 
the political arm of the separatist group.










16.
 
one of the types of troops of which an army is composed, such as infantry or artillery.

[also understood as a figurative use of arm
 2
 .]




17.
 


[Mathematics]

 each of the lines enclosing an angle.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
arm in arm






(of two or more people) with arms linked.









2.
 
the long arm of the law






used to refer to the criminal justice system as far-reaching




•
 
act now before the long arm of the law catches up with you.















3.
 
as long as one's (or someone's) arm








‹informal›

 very long




•
 
I have a list of vices as long as your arm.















4.
 
at arm's length






away from the body, with the arm fully extended




•
 
I held the telephone at arm's length.















5.
 
cost an arm and a leg








‹informal›

 be extremely expensive.









6.
 
get one's arms around








‹informal›

 fully understand an issue or situation




•
 
doctors are having difficulty getting their arms around these new findings.















7.
 
give one's right arm








‹informal›

 used to convey a strong desire to have or do something




•
 
I'd give my right arm to go with them.















8.
 
into the arms of






into the possession or control of




•
 
the violin passed into the arms of a wealthy dilettante.















9.
 
keep someone/something at arm's length






avoid intimacy or close contact with someone or something.









10.
 
put the arm on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 attempt to force or coerce (someone) to do something




•
 
she started putting the arm on them for donations.















11.
 
under one's arm






between one's arm and one's body




•
 
Barbara tucked the papers under her arm.















12.
 
with open arms






with great affection or enthusiasm




•
 
schools have welcomed such arrangements with open arms.















13.
 
within arm's reach






near enough to reach by extending one's arm.












III.
 
derivatives





armless

 
/ˈärmləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
arm

 , 
earm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
arm

 and German 
Arm

 .






arm2


 
/ärm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply or provide with weapons




•
 
both sides 
armed themselves with

 grenades and machine guns.










2.
 
supply or provide with equipment, tools, or other items in preparation or readiness for something




•
 
she 
armed

 them 
with

 brushes and mops.










3.
 
activate the fuse of (a bomb or other device) so that it is ready to explode.








II.
 
noun




see arms
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
armer

 (verb), from Latin 
armare

 , from 
arma

 ‘armor, arms.’





ARM






abbreviation




adjustable-rate mortgage.













armada

 
/ärˈmädə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fleet of warships




•
 
an armada of destroyers, minesweepers, and gunboats.










2.
 
(
the Spanish Armada

 )
 — a Spanish naval invasion force sent against England by Philip II of Spain in 1588. It was defeated by the English fleet and almost completely destroyed by storms off the Hebrides.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish, from 
armata

 , feminine past participle of Latin 
armare

 ‘to arm.’ Compare with army
 .





armadillo

 
/ˌärməˈdilō/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal omnivorous mammal that has large claws for digging and a body covered in bony plates. Armadillos are native to the south central US and Central and South America.

[Family 
Dasypodidae

 , order 
Xenarthra

 (or 
Edentata

 ): several genera and species, including the 
nine-banded armadillo

 (
Dasypus novemcinctus

 ), which has spread into the southern US.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
armado

 ‘armed man,’ from Latin 
armatus

 , past participle of 
armare

 ‘to arm.’





Armageddon

 
/ˌärməˈɡedn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the New Testament) the last battle between good and evil before the Day of Judgment.




2.
 
a biblical hill of Megiddo, an archaeological site on the plain of Esdraelon, south of present-day Haifa in Israel.

See also Megiddo
 .




3.
 
the place where the last battle between good and evil will be fought.




4.
 
a dramatic and catastrophic conflict, typically seen as likely to destroy the world or the human race




•
 
nuclear Armageddon.

















– origin

 Greek, from Hebrew 
har mĕgiddōn

 ‘hill of Megiddo’ (Rev. 16:16.).





Armagh

 
/ärˈmä/





I.
 
one of the six counties of Northern Ireland, formerly an administrative area.




II.
 
the chief town of the county of Armagh; pop. 15,100 (est. 2009).









Armagnac

 
/ˌärmənˈyak, -ˈyäk/






noun




a type of brandy, traditionally made in Aquitaine in southwestern France.













Armalite

 
/ˈärməˌlīt/






noun






‹trademark›

 a type of light automatic rifle.













armament

 
/ˈärməmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
armaments

 )


1.
 
military weapons and equipment




•
 
chemical weapons and other unconventional armaments.










2.
 
the process of equipping military forces for war.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a military force equipped for war.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘force equipped for war’): from Latin 
armamentum

 , from 
armare

 ‘to arm’ (see arm
 2
 ).





armamentarium

 
/ˌärməmənˈterēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the medicines, equipment, and techniques available to a medical practitioner.




2.
 
a collection of resources available for a certain purpose




•
 
the entire armamentarium of electronic surveillance.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘arsenal, armory.’





Armani, Giorgio

 
/ärˈmänē/






(1934–), Italian fashion designer.









armature

 
/ˈärməˌCHər ˈärməˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rotating coil or coils of a dynamo or electric motor.




2.
 
any moving part of an electrical machine in which a voltage is induced by a magnetic field.




3.
 
a piece of iron or other object acting as a keeper for a magnet.




4.
 
a metal framework on which a sculpture is molded with clay or similar material.




5.
 
a framework or formal structure, especially of a literary work




•
 
Shakespeare's plots have served as the armature for many novels.










6.
 


[Biology]

 the protective covering of an animal or plant.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 armor.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
armatura

 ‘armor,’ from 
armare

 ‘to arm’ (see arm
 2
 ). The original sense was ‘armor,’ hence ‘protective covering’ (sense 3, early 18th cent.), later ‘keeper of a magnet,’ source of sense 1 (mid 19th cent.).





armband

 
/ˈärmˌband/






noun




a band worn around a person's upper arm to hold up a shirtsleeve or as a symbol.













arm candy






noun






‹informal›

 a sexually attractive companion accompanying a person, especially a celebrity, at social events




•
 
the athletes and their arm candy clustered around the bar.



















armchair

 
/ˈärmˌCHer/





I.
 
noun




a comfortable chair, typically upholstered, with side supports for a person's arms.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lacking or not involving practical or direct experience of a particular subject or activity




•
 
armchair adventurers.



















Armco

 
/ˈärmkō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a very pure soft iron, used in particular for roadside guardrails.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: acronym from 
American Rolling Mill Company

 .





armed

 
/ärmd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
equipped with or carrying a weapon or weapons




•
 
the security forces are 
armed with

 automatic rifles




•
 
heavily armed troops.










2.
 
involving the use of firearms




•
 
armed robbery.










3.
 
(of a bomb, alarm, or other device) prepared to activate or explode.




4.
 
supplied with equipment, tools, or other items in preparation or readiness for something




•
 
he is armed with a list of questions.










5.
 


[Heraldry]

 having claws, a beak, etc., of a specified tincture.








II.
 
phrases





armed to the teeth






see teeth
 .

















armed camp






noun




a town, territory, or group of people fully armed for war.













armed forces

 
/ˌärmd ˈfôrsəz /

 
armed services






plural noun




a country's military forces, especially its army, navy, and air force.













Armenia

 
/ärˈmēnēə/





I.
 
a landlocked country in southwestern Asia, in the Caucasus; pop. 2,967,000 (est. 2009); capital, Yerevan; official language, Armenian.





The Armenian homeland fell under Turkish rule from the 16th century and with the decline of the Ottomans was divided among Turkey, Iran, and Russia. In 1915 the Turks forcibly deported 1,750,000 Armenians to the deserts of Syria and Mesopotamia; more than 600,000 were killed or died on forced marches. Russian Armenia was absorbed into the former Soviet Union in 1922 and gained independence as a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991. Since 1988 there has been conflict with neighboring Azerbaijan over the ethnically Armenian enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh and the predominantly Azerbaijani territory of Naxçivan.





Armenian

 
/ärˈmēnyən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Armenia, its language, or the Christian Church established there.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Armenia or a person of Armenian descent.




2.
 
the Indo-European language of Armenia, spoken by around 4 million people and written in a distinctive alphabet of thirty-eight letters.













Armenian Church

 
Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church






an independent Christian Church established in Armenia since 
c.

 300 and influenced by Roman and Byzantine as well as Syrian traditions. A small Armenian Catholic Church also exists (see Uniate
 ).









armful

 
/ˈärmfo͝ol/






noun



1.
 
as much as a person can hold in both arms




•
 
she rushed into the dressing room with an 
armful of

 clothes.










2.
 
(often 
armfuls

 )
 — a large quantity




•
 
most of us will end up with 
armfuls of

 stuff we do not need.




















armguard

 
/ˈärmɡärd/






noun




another term for bracer
 2
 .













armhole

 
/ˈärmˌhōl/






noun




each of two openings in a garment through which the wearer puts their arms.













armiger

 
/ˈärməjər/





I.
 
noun




a person entitled to heraldic arms.








II.
 
derivatives





armigerous

 
/ärˈmijərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘bearing arms,’ from 
arma

 ‘arms’ + 
gerere

 ‘to bear.’





armillary sphere

 
/ˌärməˌlerē ˈsfir/





I.
 
noun




a model of the celestial globe constructed from rings and hoops representing the equator, the tropics, and other celestial circles, and able to revolve on its axis.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
armillaris

 ‘relating to an 


armilla



 ,’ an astronomical instrument consisting of a hoop fixed in the plane of the equator (sometimes crossed by one in the plane of the meridian), used by the ancient astronomers to show the recurrence of equinoxes and solstices; from Latin 
armilla

 ‘bracelet.’





Arminian

 
/ärˈminēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the doctrines of 
Jacobus Arminius

 (Latinized name of Jakob Hermandszoon, 1560–1609), a Dutch Protestant theologian, who rejected the Calvinist doctrine of predestination. His teachings had a considerable influence on Methodism.








II.
 
noun




an adherent of Arminian doctrines.








III.
 
derivatives





Arminianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















armistice

 
/ˈärməstəs/





I.
 
noun




an agreement made by opposing sides in a war to stop fighting for a certain time; a truce.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, or from modern Latin 
armistitium

 , from 
arma

 ‘arms’ (see arm
 2
 ) + 
-stitium

 ‘stoppage.’





Armistice Day






noun




the anniversary of the armistice of November 11, 1918, observed since 1954 as Veterans Day in the US.













armlet

 
/ˈärmlət/






noun



1.
 
a band or bracelet worn around the upper part of a person's arm.




2.
 
a small inlet of a sea or branch of a river.













armload

 
/ˈärmlōd/






noun




the amount that can be carried with one arm or in both arms.













armlock

 
/ˈärmˌläk/






noun




a method of restraining someone by holding an arm tightly behind their back.













armoire

 
/ärmˈwär, ˈärmˌwär/





I.
 
noun




a wardrobe or movable cabinet, typically one that is ornate or antique.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Old French 
armarie

 (see ambry
 ).






armor

 
/ˈärmər /

 


‹Brit.›

 armour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the metal coverings formerly worn by soldiers or warriors to protect the body in battle




•
 
knights in armor




•
 
a suit of armor.










2.
 
(also 
armor plate

 )
 — the tough metal layer covering a military vehicle or ship to defend it from attack.




3.
 
military vehicles collectively




•
 
the contingent includes infantry, armor, and logistic units.










4.
 
the protective layer or shell of some animals and plants.




5.
 
a person's emotional, social, or other defenses




•
 
his armor of self-confidence.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with emotional, social, or other defenses




•
 
the knowledge 
armored

 him 
against

 her.














III.
 
derivatives





armor-plated

 
/ˌärmərˈplādəd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
armure

 , from Latin 
armatura

 , from 
armare

 ‘to arm’ (see arm
 2
 ).





armored

 
/ˈärmərd /

 


‹Brit.›

 armoured






adjective



1.
 
(of a military vehicle or ship) covered with a tough metal layer as a defense against attack




•
 
armored vehicles.










2.
 
(of troops) equipped with armored vehicles




•
 
the 2nd Armored Division.










3.
 
(of some animals and plants) having a protective layer or shell




•
 
armored fish.










4.
 


‹historical›

 (of a soldier) wearing armor




•
 
armored and mounted knights.



















armored car

 


‹Brit.›

 armoured car






noun



1.
 
a light military vehicle covered with armor plate




•
 
we were taken in an armored car to a temporary army camp.










2.
 
a civilian car or truck reinforced with armor plate and bulletproof glass




•
 
he shunned the armored cars favored by diplomats and CIA agents.




















armored personnel carrier

 
/ˈärmərd ˈˌpərs(ə)nˈˌel ˈkerēər/






noun




an armored military vehicle used to transport troops.













armorer

 
/ˈärmərər /

 


‹Brit.›

 armourer





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a maker, supplier, or repairer of weapons or armor.




2.
 
an official in charge of the arms of a military unit.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
armurier

 , from 
armure

 (see armor
 ).





armorial

 
/ärˈmôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to heraldry or heraldic devices




•
 
armorial shields.














II.
 
noun




a book of heraldic devices.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
armoierie

 (see armory
 1
 ).






armory1


 
/ˈärmərē /

 


‹Brit.›

 armoury





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where arms are kept.




2.
 
a supply of arms




•
 
the most powerful weapon in our armory.










3.
 


(US)

 a place where arms are manufactured.




4.
 
an array of resources available for a particular purpose




•
 
his armory of comic routines.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a place where military reservists are trained or headquartered.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘armor’): from Old French 
armoirie

 , 
armoierie

 , from 
armoier

 ‘to blazon,’ from 
arme

 ‘weapon’ (see arms
 ). The spelling change in the 17th cent. was due to association with armor
 .





armory2


 
/ˈärmərē/





I.
 
noun




heraldry.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
armoierie

 (see armory
 1
 ).





Armour, Philip Danforth

 
/ˈärmər/






(1832–1901), US industrialist. He reorganized his brother Herman's grain commission house into the Armour & Co. meatpacking company in 1870.









armpit

 
/ˈärmˌpit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow under the arm at the shoulder.

Also called axilla
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a place regarded as extremely unpleasant




•
 
they call the region the armpit of America.














II.
 
phrases





up to one's armpits








(chiefly US)

 deeply involved in a particular unpleasant situation or enterprise




•
 
the country is 
up to its armpits

 in drug trafficking.























armrest

 
/ˈärmˌrest/






noun




a padded or upholstered arm of a chair or other seat on which a sitter's arm can comfortably rest.














arms

 
/ärmz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
weapons and ammunition; armaments




•
 
they were subjugated by force of arms




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
arms exports.










2.
 
distinctive emblems or devices, originally borne on shields in battle and now forming the heraldic insignia of families, corporations, or countries.

See also coat of arms
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a call to arms






a call to prepare for confrontation




•
 
a call to arms to defend against a takeover.















2.
 
take up arms






begin fighting.









3.
 
under arms






equipped and ready for war or battle




•
 
the Empire now had half a million men under arms.















4.
 
up in arms (about/over)






protesting vigorously about something




•
 
teachers are up in arms about new school tests.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
armes

 , from Latin 
arma

 .





arms control

 
/ärmz kənˈtrōl/






noun




international disarmament or arms limitation, especially by mutual consent.













arm's-length






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
avoiding intimacy or close contact




•
 
an arm's-length relationship.



















arms race

 
/ärmz rās/






noun




a competition between nations for superiority in the development and accumulation of weapons, especially between the US and the former Soviet Union during the Cold War.













Armstrong, Edwin Howard

 
/ˈärmˌstrôNG/






(1890–1954), US electrical engineer, inventor of the superheterodyne radio receiver and the frequency modulation (FM) system.









Armstrong, Lance






(1971–), US cyclist. He won the Tour de France in 1999 after successfully battling testicular cancer, and repeated the win for the next six years (2000–05). In 2012 he was stripped of these titles for using performance-enhancing drugs.









Armstrong, Louis






(1901–71), US jazz musician; nicknamed 
Satchmo

 ; full name 
Daniel Louis Armstrong

 . A major influence on Dixieland jazz, he was a trumpet and cornet player, as well as a bandleader and a distinctive singer. He also appeared in many movies, including 
The Birth of the Blues

 (1941).









Armstrong, Neil






(1930–2012), US astronaut; full name 
Neil Alden Armstrong

 . He commanded the Apollo 11 mission, during which he became the first man to set foot on the Moon (July 20, 1969).









arm-twisting

 
/ˈärmˌtwistiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 persuasion by the use of physical force or moral pressure




•
 
eight years of arguing and diplomatic arm-twisting.














II.
 
derivatives





arm-twist






verb





















arm-wrestling

 
/ˈärmˌres(ə)liNG/





I.
 
noun




a trial of strength in which two people sit opposite each other with one elbow resting on a table, clasp each other's hands, and try to force each other's arm down onto the table.








II.
 
derivatives





arm-wrestle

 
/ˈärmˌresəl /






verb






















army

 
/ˈärmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organized military force equipped for fighting on land




•
 
the two armies were in position.










2.
 
(
the army

 or 
the Army

 )
 — the branch of a nation's armed services that conducts military operations on land




•
 
an enlisted man in the army




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
army officers.










3.
 
(
an army of

 or 
armies of

 )
 — a large number of people or things, typically formed or organized for a particular purpose




•
 
an army of photographers




•
 
armies of cockroaches.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
an army marches on its stomach






see stomach
 .









2.
 
you and whose army?








‹informal›

 used as an expression of disbelief in someone's ability to carry out a threat




•
 
“One word to him and I'll nail you.” “You and whose army?”





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
armee

 , from 
armata

 , feminine past participle of Latin 
armare

 ‘to arm.’






army ant

 
/ˈärmē ant/






noun




a blind nomadic tropical ant that forages in large columns, preying chiefly on insects and spiders.

Also called driver ant
 . [Subfamily 
Dorylinae

 , family 
Formicidae

 .]













army brat






noun






‹informal›

 a child of a career soldier, especially one who has lived in various places as a result of military transfers.













army issue






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
equipment or clothing supplied by the army.













army-navy

 
/ˌärmēˈnāvē/






adjective






(US)

 denoting the type of store that specializes in military surplus equipment, or the goods sold there.













Army Reserve






noun




a volunteer force that provides a reserve of trained and disciplined military personnel for use in an emergency




•
 
some members of the National Guard and the Army Reserve have been called up for duty




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
forty-two Army Reserve units answered the call.



















army surplus






noun




goods and equipment that are in excess of the army's requirements


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an army surplus store.



















army worm






noun




any of a number of insect larvae that occur in large numbers, in particular

[● the caterpillars of some moths, which feed on cereals and other crops, moving 
en masse

 when the food is exhausted (
Spodoptera

 and other genera, family 
Noctuidae

 ). ● the small maggots of certain fungus gnats, which move in very large numbers within secreted slime (genus 
Sciara

 , family 
Mycetophilidae

 ).]













Arne, Thomas

 
/ärn/






(1710–78), English composer of the music for “Rule, Britannia.”









Arnel

 
/ärˈnel/






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a synthetic fiber made from cellulose triacetate.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 fabric made from Arnel.













Arnhem

 
/ˈärnəm, ˈärnˌhem/






a town in the eastern Netherlands, situated on the Rhine River; pop. 143,582 (2008).









Arnhem Land






a peninsula in Northern Territory, Australia.









arnica

 
/ˈärnəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the daisy family that bears yellow daisylike flowers. Native to cooler regions of the northern hemisphere, it is sometimes cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Arnica

 , family 
Compositae

 : many species, esp. mountain tobacco (
A. montana

 ) of central Europe.]




2.
 
a preparation of arnica used medicinally, especially for the treatment of bruises.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, of unknown origin.





Arno

 
/ˈärnō/






a river that rises in the Apennines in northern Italy and flows west for 150 miles (240 km) through Florence and Pisa to the Ligurian Sea.









Arnold, Benedict

 
/ˈärnld/






(1741–1801), American general and traitor. During the American Revolution, he was instrumental, with Ethan Allan, in the capture of Fort Ticonderoga but later planned to betray West Point to the British. He fled behind British lines and lived the rest of his life in Britain. His name became synonymous with 'traitor.'.









Arnold, Matthew






(1822–88), English poet, essayist, and social critic. He is known for such poems as “The Scholar-Gipsy” and “Dover Beach” and was professor of poetry at Oxford 1857–67.









aroid

 
/ˈeroid /

 
aroid lily





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant of the arum family (
Araceae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from arum
 + -oid
 .





arolla

 
/əˈrälə, əˈrō- /

 
arolla pine





I.
 
noun




a tall pine tree native to the Alps and Carpathian mountains, often planted in dense clumps as an avalanche break.

[
Pinus cembra

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Swiss French 
arol(l)e

 .






aroma

 
/əˈrōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive, typically pleasant smell




•
 
the tantalizing aroma of fresh coffee.










2.
 
a subtle, pervasive quality or atmosphere of a particular type




•
 
the aroma of officialdom.

















– origin

 Middle English (usually in the plural denoting fragrant plants or spices): via Latin from Greek 
arōma

 ‘spice.’





aromatase

 
/əˈrōməˌtās/






noun




an adrenal enzyme that converts androstenedione and estrone to estrogen. Inhibiting its action is one approach to breast cancer prevention and treatment.













aromatherapy

 
/əˌrōməˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the use of aromatic plant extracts and essential oils in massage or baths.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aromatherapeutic

 
/-ˌTHerəˈpyo͝otik /






adjective













2.
 
aromatherapist

 
/əˌrōməˈTHerəpəst /






noun






















aromatic

 
/ˌerəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a pleasant and distinctive smell




•
 
a massage with aromatic oils.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) containing a planar unsaturated ring of atoms that is stabilized by an interaction of the bonds forming the ring. Such compounds are typified by benzene and its derivatives.

Compare with alicyclic
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance or plant emitting a pleasant and distinctive smell.




2.
 
(usu. 
aromatics

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 an aromatic compound.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
aromatically






adverb













2.
 
aromaticity

 
/-məˈtisitē /






noun




(
 — 

[Chemistry]





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
aromaticus

 , from Greek 
arōmatikos

 , from 
arōma

 (see aroma
 ).





aromatize

 
/əˈrōməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 convert (a compound) into an aromatic structure.




2.
 
cause to have a pleasant and distinctive smell




•
 
vinegar aromatized with plant juices and honey.














II.
 
derivatives





aromatization

 
/əˌrōmətiˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aromatiser

 , from late Latin 
aromatizare

 , from Greek 
arōmatizein

 ‘to spice.’





aronia

 
/əˈrōnyə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Aronia

 in the rose family, especially (in gardening) a chokeberry.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
arōnia

 ‘medlar.’





arose

 
/əˈrōz/






past of arise
 .










around

 
/əˈround/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
( also 
round

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 located or situated on every side




•
 
the mountains towering all around




•
 
a building visible for miles around.










2.
 
so as to surround someone or something




•
 
everyone crowded around




•
 
a pool with banks all the way around.










3.
 
so as to give support and companionship




•
 
if one girl is distraught, the others will rally around.










4.
 
with circular motion




•
 
the boats were spun around by waterspouts.










5.
 
so as to cover or take in the whole area surrounding a particular center




•
 
she paused to glance around admiringly at the decor.










6.
 
so as to reach everyone in a particular group or area




•
 
he passed a newspaper clipping around.










7.
 
(
round

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 so as to rotate and face in the opposite direction




•
 
Jack seized her by the shoulders and turned her around




•
 


‹figurative›

 having him in my corner has turned my career around.










8.
 
so as to lead in another direction




•
 
it was the last house before the road curved around.










9.
 
used in describing the position of something, typically with regard to the direction in which it is facing or its relation to other items




•
 
the picture shows the pieces the wrong way around.










10.
 
used to describe a situation in terms of the relation between people, actions, or events




•
 
it was he who was attacking her, not the other way around.










11.
 
(
round

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 so as to reach a new place or position, typically by moving from one side of something to the other




•
 
he made his way around to the back of the building




•
 
they went 
the long way around

 by the main road.










12.
 
in or to many places throughout a locality




•
 
his only ambition is to drive around in a sports car




•
 
word got around that he was on the verge of retirement.










13.
 
used to convey an ability to navigate or orient oneself




•
 
I like pupils to 
find

 their own 
way around

 .










14.
 


‹informal›

 used to convey the idea of visiting someone else




•
 
why don't you come around to my office?










15.
 
randomly or unsystematically; here and there




•
 
John tried to focus on her but she kept moving around




•
 
one of them was glancing nervously around.










16.
 
(
round

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 in existence, in the vicinity, or in active use




•
 
there was no one around




•
 
by being around I threaten her happiness




•
 
barley has been around for a long time.










17.
 
near at hand




•
 
he would want to have her around as much as possible.










18.
 
approximately; about




•
 
software costs would be around $1,500




•
 [as 
prep.

 ]
 
I returned to my hotel around 3 a.m.














II.
 
preposition



1.
 
on every side of




•
 
the palazzo is built around a courtyard




•
 
the hills around the city.










2.
 
(of something abstract) having (the thing mentioned) as a focal point




•
 
our entire culture is built around those loyalties




•
 
you can organize your essay around an existing critical controversy.










3.
 
in or to many places throughout (a community or locality)




•
 
cycling around the village




•
 
a number of large depots around the country.










4.
 
on the other side of (a corner or obstacle)




•
 
Steven parked the car around the corner.










5.
 
so as to hit (something) in passing




•
 
if he didn't shut up, he might get a slap around the ear.










6.
 
so as to encircle or embrace (someone or something)




•
 
he put his arm around her




•
 
warming her hands around a cup of coffee




•
 
the polar vortex around Antarctica.










7.
 
(of a person's arm or arms) partially encircling (another person) as part of a gesture of affection




•
 
Mike put an arm around Mary and kissed her.










8.
 
following an approximately circular route




•
 
he walked around the airfield




•
 
it can drill around corners




•
 
the contour followed around a curve to the north.










9.
 
so as to cover or take in the whole area of (a place)




•
 
she went around the house and saw that all the windows were barred.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
around the bend






see bend
 1
 .









2.
 
have been around








‹informal›

 have a lot of varied experience and understanding of the world.















– origin

 Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘in, on’ + round
 . / 
usage:

 Are 
around

 and 
round

 (as preposition and adverbial particle) interchangeable? In US English, the normal form in most contexts is 
around

 ; 
round

 is generally regarded as informal or nonstandard and is standard only in certain fixed expressions, as in the park is open 
year round

 and they went 
round and round

 in circles.





arousal

 
/əˈrouzl/






noun




the action or fact of arousing or being aroused




•
 
sexual arousal in dreams is common.



















arouse

 
/əˈrouz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evoke or awaken (a feeling, emotion, or response)




•
 
something about the man aroused the guard's suspicions




•
 
the letter 
aroused in

 him a sense of urgency.










2.
 
excite or provoke (someone) to anger or strong emotions




•
 
an ability to influence the audience and to arouse the masses.










3.
 
excite (someone) sexually.




4.
 
awaken (someone) from sleep




•
 
she had been aroused by the telephone.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from rouse
 , on the pattern of the pair of 
rise

 , 
arise

 .





ARP






abbreviation




adjustable-rate preferred.













Arp, Jean

 
/ärp/






(1887–1966), French painter, sculptor, and poet; also known as 
Hans Arp

 . He was a cofounder of the Dada movement.









arpeggiate

 
/ärˈpejēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 play (a chord) as a series of ascending or descending notes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arpeggiation

 
/ärˌpejēˈāSHən /






noun













2.
 
arpeggiator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun






















arpeggio

 
/ärˈpejēˌō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the notes of a chord played in succession, either ascending or descending.











– origin

 Italian, from 
arpeggiare

 ‘play the harp,’ from 
arpa

 ‘harp.’





arpeggione

 
/ärˌpejēˈōnē, ˌärpeˈjyōnē/





I.
 
noun




an early 19th-century stringed instrument resembling a guitar in shape and having six strings and frets, but played with a bow like a cello.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from arpeggio
 .





arpent

 
/ˈärpənt, ˈärpäN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Canadian)

 an old French unit of land area equivalent to 3,420 square meters (about 1 acre), the standard measure of land in those areas settled during the French regime and in use until the 1970s.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 a unit of linear measure equivalent to about 190 feet (58 m), used in New France.











– origin

 French.





arquebus

 
/ˈärk(w)əbəs /

 
harquebus





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an early type of portable gun supported on a tripod or a forked rest.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
harquebuse

 , based on Middle Low German 
hakebusse

 , from 
hake

 ‘hook’ + 
busse

 ‘gun.’





arr.






abbreviation



1.
 
(of a piece of music) arranged by




•
 
Variations on a theme of Corelli (arr. Wild).










2.
 
(with reference to the arrival time of a bus, train, or airplane) arrives.













arrabbiata

 
/ˌärəˈbēädə/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a spicy pasta sauce made with tomatoes and hot peppers.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘angry,’ feminine past participle of 
arrabbiare

 ‘make angry.’





arrack

 
/ˈerək əˈrak /

 
arak





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic liquor typically distilled from the sap of the coconut palm or from rice.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic ῾
araḳ

 ‘sweat,’ from the phrase ῾
arak al-tamr

 , denoting an alcoholic spirit made from dates.





arraign

 
/əˈrān/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — call or bring (someone) before a court to answer a criminal charge




•
 
her sister was 
arraigned on

 attempted murder charges.










2.
 
find fault with (someone or something); censure




•
 
the soldiers bitterly arraigned the government for failing to keep its word.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
araisnier

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
ration-

 ‘reason, account.’





arraignment

 
/əˈrānmənt/






noun




the action of arraigning someone in court




•
 
he's scheduled for arraignment in New York on Thursday




•
 
she pleaded not guilty at her arraignment.



















Arran

 
/ˈerən/






an island in the Firth of Clyde, in the west of Scotland.









arrange

 
/əˈrānj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (things) in a neat, attractive, or required order




•
 
she had just finished arranging the flowers




•
 
the columns are 
arranged in

 12 rows.










2.
 
organize or make plans for (a future event)




•
 
they hoped to arrange a meeting




•
 
we've 
arranged

 the funeral 
for

 Saturday




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
my aunt 
arranged for

 the furniture to be stored.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — reach agreement about an action or event in advance




•
 
I 
arranged with

 my boss to have the time off




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
they 
arranged to

 meet at eleven o'clock.










4.
 
ensure that (something) is done or provided by organizing it in advance




•
 
accommodations can be arranged if required.










5.
 


[Music]

 adapt (a composition) for performance with instruments or voices other than those originally specified




•
 
songs 
arranged for

 viola and piano.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 settle (a dispute or claim)




•
 
the quarrel, partly by the interference of the crown prince, was arranged.














II.
 
derivatives





arrangeable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
arangier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
rangier

 ‘to range’ (see range
 ).





arranged marriage

 
/əˈrānjd ˈmerij/






noun




a marriage planned and agreed to by the families or guardians of the bride and groom, who have little or no say in the matter themselves.













arrangement

 
/əˈrānjmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action, process, or result of arranging or being arranged




•
 
the arrangement of the furniture in the room.










2.
 
a thing that has been arranged in a neat or attractive way




•
 
an intricate arrangement of gravel paths.










3.
 
(usu. 
arrangements

 )
 — plans or preparations for a future event




•
 
all the 
arrangements for

 the wedding were made.










4.
 
an agreement with someone




•
 
the travel agents have an 
arrangement with

 the hotel




•
 


by special arrangement

 , students can take a course in other degree programs.










5.
 


[Music]

 a composition adapted for performance with different instruments or voices than those originally specified




•
 
Mozart's symphonies in 
arrangements for

 cello and piano.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 a settlement of a dispute or claim.













arranger

 
/əˈrānjər/






noun



1.
 
a person who adapts a musical composition for performance




•
 
he was among the finest arrangers and orchestrators of ballet scores.










2.
 
a person who arranges flowers in a display




•
 
a group of enthusiastic flower arrangers.










3.
 
a person who organizes or makes plans for an event or deal




•
 
the arrangers of the bond sale started to test market demand.




















arrant

 
/ˈerənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 complete, utter




•
 
what arrant nonsense!

















– origin

 Middle English: variant of errant
 , originally in phrases such as 
arrant thief

 ‘outlawed, roving thief.’





arras

 
/ˈerəs/





I.
 
noun




a rich tapestry, typically hung on the walls of a room or used to conceal an alcove.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting the fabric itself): named after the French town of Arras
 .






Arras

 
/äˈräs, ˈarəs/






a town in northeastern France; pop. 43,663 (2006). In medieval times, it was a center for the manufacture of tapestries.









array

 
/əˈrā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an impressive display or range of a particular type of thing




•
 
there is a vast array of literature on the topic




•
 
a bewildering array of choices.










2.
 
an ordered arrangement, in particular




3.
 
an arrangement of troops.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 an arrangement of quantities or symbols in rows and columns; a matrix.




5.
 


[Computing]

 an indexed set of related elements.




6.
 


[Law]

 a list of jurors empaneled.




7.
 


‹literary›

 elaborate or beautiful clothing




•
 
he was clothed in fine array.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display or arrange (things) in a particular way




•
 
arrayed across the table was a buffet




•
 
the forces arrayed against him.










2.
 
(usu. 
be arrayed in

 )
 — dress someone in (the clothes specified)




•
 
they were arrayed in Hungarian national dress.










3.
 


[Law]

 empanel (a jury).











– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘preparedness’ and ‘place in readiness’): from Old French 
arei

 (noun), 
areer

 (verb), based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + a Germanic base meaning ‘prepare.’





arrears

 
/əˈrirz/





I.
 
plural noun




money that is owed and should have been paid earlier




•
 
he was suing the lessee for the arrears of rent.














II.
 
phrases





in arrears

 


‹chiefly Law›

 in arrear





a.
 
behind in paying money that is owed




•
 
two out of three tenants are in arrears.










b.
 
(of payments made or due for wages, rent, etc.) at the end of each period of work or occupancy




•
 
you will be paid monthly in arrears.


















III.
 
derivatives





arrearage

 
/əˈririj /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (first used in the phrase 
in arrear

 ): from 
arrear

 (adverb) ‘behind, overdue,’ from Old French 
arere

 , from medieval Latin 
adretro

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
retro

 ‘backward.’





arrest

 
/əˈrest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seize (someone) by legal authority and take into custody




•
 
the police 
arrested

 him 
for

 possession of marijuana




•
 
two youths aged 16 were arrested.










2.
 
stop or check (progress or a process)




•
 
the spread of the disease can be arrested




•
 (as 
adj.

 
arrested

 )
 
arrested development may occur.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer a heart attack




•
 
they were trying to resuscitate a patient who had arrested.










4.
 
attract the attention of (someone)




•
 
his attention was arrested by a strange sound.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of seizing someone to take into custody




•
 
I have a warrant for your arrest




•
 
they 
placed

 her 
under arrest






•
 
at least 69 arrests were made.










2.
 
a stoppage or sudden cessation of motion




•
 
a respiratory arrest.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
arester

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘at, to’ + 
restare

 ‘remain, stop.’





arrestee

 
/əˌresˈtē/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who has been arrested.













arrester

 
/əˈrestər /

 
arrestor






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a device that prevents or stops a specified thing




•
 
a spark arrester




•
 
a lightning arrester.










2.
 
a device on an aircraft carrier that slows aircraft after landing by means of a hook and cable.













arresting

 
/əˈrestiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
striking; eye-catching




•
 
at 6 feet 6 inches he was an arresting figure.










2.
 
a person or agency that seizes and detains (someone or something) by legal authority




•
 
the arresting officer.














II.
 
derivatives





arrestingly






adverb





















arrest of judgment






noun






[Law]

 a postponement or stay of a court decision because of a legal challenge or problem.













Arretine

 
/ˈariˌtīn, -ˌtēn/





I.
 
adjective




denoting fine red pottery made at Arretium, an ancient city in central Italy, and elsewhere from 
c.

 100 
BC

 until the late 1st century 
AD

 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of the city 
Arretium

 (modern 
Arezzo

 ) + -ine
 1
 .





Arrhenius, Svante August

 
/əˈrēnēəs, -ˈrā-/






(1859–1927), Swedish chemist, noted for his work on electrolytes. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1903).









arrhythmia

 
/āˈriT͟Hmēə əˈriT͟Hmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the heart beats with an irregular or abnormal rhythm.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
arruthmia

 ‘lack of rhythm,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
rhuthmos

 (see rhythm
 ).





arrhythmic

 
/əˈriT͟Hmik /

 
arhythmic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not rhythmic; without rhythm or regularity




•
 
the arrhythmic clip-clop of pony steps.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or suffering from cardiac arrhythmia.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arrhythmical






adjective













2.
 
arrhythmically

 
/-mik(ə)lē /






adverb





















arrière-pensée

 
/ärēˌerpänˈsā/





I.
 
noun




a concealed thought or intention; an ulterior motive.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘behind thought.’





arris

 
/ˈerəs/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a sharp edge formed by the meeting of two flat or curved surfaces.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of early modern French 
areste

 ‘sharp ridge,’ earlier form of arête
 .





arrival

 
/əˈrīvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of arriving




•
 
Ruth's arrival in New York




•
 
he was dead 
on arrival

 at the hospital.










2.
 
a person who has arrived somewhere




•
 
hotel staff greeted the late arrivals.










3.
 
the emergence or appearance of a new development, phenomenon, or product




•
 
the arrival of democracy.










4.
 
a newly emerged development, phenomenon, or product




•
 
sociology is a relatively new arrival on the academic scene.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
arrivaille

 , from Old French 
arriver

 (see arrive
 ).






arrive

 
/əˈrīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach a place at the end of a journey or a stage in a journey




•
 
we 
arrived at

 his house and knocked at the door




•
 
the team 
arrived in

 New Delhi on July 30




•
 
they had recently 
arrived from

 Turkey.










2.
 
(of a thing) be brought or delivered




•
 
the invitation arrived a few days later.










3.
 
(
arrive at

 )
 — reach (a conclusion or decision)




•
 
they arrived at the same conclusion.










4.
 
(of an event or a particular moment) happen or come




•
 
we will be in touch with them when the time arrives.










5.
 
(of a new development or product) come into existence or use




•
 
microcomputers arrived at the start of the 1970s.










6.
 
(of a baby) be born




•
 
he will feel jealous when a new baby arrives.










7.
 


‹informal›

 achieve success or recognition.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘reach the shore after a voyage’): from Old French 
ariver

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
ripa

 ‘shore.’





arriviste

 
/ˌärēˈvēst/





I.
 
noun




an ambitious or ruthlessly self-seeking person, especially one who has recently acquired wealth or social status.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
arriver

 (see arrive
 ).





arrogance

 
/ˈerəɡəns/






noun




the quality of being arrogant




•
 
the arrogance of this man is astounding.



















arrogant

 
/ˈerəɡənt/





I.
 
adjective




having or revealing an exaggerated sense of one's own importance or abilities




•
 
he's arrogant and opinionated




•
 
a typically arrogant assumption.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
arrogant-

 ‘claiming for oneself,’ from the verb 
arrogare

 (see arrogate
 ).





arrogantly

 
/ˈerəɡən(t)lē/






adverb




in a manner resulting from or revealing an exaggerated sense of one's own importance or abilities




•
 
the prime minister arrogantly dismissed such concerns.




















arrogate

 
/ˈerəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take or claim (something) without justification




•
 
they 
arrogate to themselves

 the ability to divine the nation's true interests.














II.
 
derivatives





arrogation

 
/ˌerəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
arrogat-

 ‘claimed for oneself,’ from the verb 
arrogare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at abrogate
 .





arrondissement

 
/əˈrändismənt, äˈräNdēsˌmäN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subdivision of a department in France, for purposes of local government administration.




2.
 
an administrative district of certain large French cities, in particular Paris.











– origin

 French, from 
arrondir

 ‘make round.’






arrow

 
/ˈerō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaft sharpened at the front and with feathers or vanes at the back, shot from a bow as a weapon or for sport




•
 
his ability to launch an arrow accurately.










2.
 
a mark or sign resembling an arrow, used to show direction or position; a pointer




•
 
we drove in the main gate and followed a series of arrows




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
you can use the up and down arrow keys.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
arrow of time (or time's arrow)






the direction of travel from past to future in time considered as a physical dimension.









2.
 
straight as an arrow






perfectly straight, with no deviation.












III.
 
derivatives





arrowy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
arewe

 , 
arwe

 , from Old Norse.





Arrow, Kenneth Joseph

 
/ˈarō/






(1921–), US economist, noted chiefly for his work on general economic equilibrium and social choice. His 
Social Choices and Individual Values

 (1951) argued the impossibility of aggregating the preferences of individuals into a single combined order of priorities for society as a whole. Nobel Prize for Economics (1972), shared with John R. Hicks.









arrowhead

 
/ˈerōˌhed/






noun



1.
 
the pointed end of an arrow, typically wedge-shaped.




2.
 
a decorative device resembling an arrowhead.




3.
 
an aquatic or semiaquatic plant with arrow-shaped leaves and three-petaled white flowers.

[Genus 
Sagittaria

 , family 
Alismataceae

 : several species, in particular the common 
broad-leaved arrowhead

 
S. latifolia

 .]













arrowroot

 
/ˈerōˌro͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a West Indian herbaceous plant from which a starch is prepared.

[
Maranta arundinacea

 , family 
Marantaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fine-grained starch obtained from the arrowroot, used in cooking and medicine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of Arawak 
aru-aru

 (literally ‘meal of meals’) by association with arrow
 and root
 1
 , the tubers being used to absorb poison from arrow wounds.





arrow slit






noun




(especially in a medieval fortified building) a narrow vertical slit in a wall for shooting or looking through, or to admit light and air.













arrow-straight

 
/ˈerōˌstrāt/






adjective, adverb




completely straight


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the roads are empty and arrow-straight




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
an index leads the reader arrow-straight to documents of interest.



















arrow worm






noun




a slender transparent wormlike animal with fins, having spines on the head for grasping prey. It is common in marine plankton.

Also called chaetognath
 (see Chaetognatha
 ). [Phylum 
Chaetognatha

 .]













arroyo

 
/əˈroiˌ(y)ō/





I.
 
noun




a steep-sided gully cut by running water in an arid or semiarid region.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish.





Arroyo, Grace

 
/əˈroiˌō/






(1947–), president of the Philippines 2001–10; full name 
Maria Gloria Macapagal Arroyo

 .









arroz

 
/əˈrōs/






noun




Spanish word for rice
 , used in the names of various dishes.













arroz con pollo

 
/äˌrōs ˌkôn ˈpô(l)yô/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish and Latin American dish of chicken and rice simmered with tomatoes, stock, and herbs.











– origin

 Spanish, ‘chicken with rice.’






arse

 
/ärs/





I.
 
noun




British spelling of ass
 2
 .











– origin

 Old English 
ærs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aars

 and German 
Arsch

 .





arsenal

 
/ˈärs(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of weapons and military equipment stored by a country, person, or group




•
 
Britain's nuclear arsenal.










2.
 
a place where weapons and military equipment are stored or made.




3.
 
an array of resources available for a certain purpose




•
 
an arsenal of computers at our disposal.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a dock for the construction and repair of ships): from French, or from obsolete Italian 
arzanale

 , based on Arabic 
dār-aṣ-ṣinā῾a

 , from 
dār

 ‘house’ + 
al-

 ‘(of) the’ + 
sinā῾a

 ‘art, industry’ (from 
ṣana῾a

 ‘make, fabricate’).





arsenate

 
/ˈärs(ə)nət ˈärs(ə)ˌnāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of arsenic acid.














arsenic





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈärs(ə)nik /



1.
 
(Symbol: 
As

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 33, a brittle steel-gray metalloid.

Arsenic compounds (and their poisonous properties) have been known since ancient times, and the metallic form was isolated in the Middle Ages. Arsenic occurs naturally in orpiment, realgar, and other minerals, and rarely as the free element. Arsenic is used in semiconductors and some specialized alloys; its toxic compounds are widely used in wood preservation.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ärˈsenik /



1.
 
of or relating to arsenic.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of arsenic with a valence of five; of arsenic (V).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting yellow orpiment, arsenic sulfide): via Old French from Latin 
arsenicum

 , from Greek 
arsenikon

 ‘yellow orpiment,’ identified with 
arsenikos

 ‘male,’ but in fact from Arabic 
al-zarnīḵ

 ‘the orpiment,’ based on Persian 
zar

 ‘gold.’





arsenic acid

 
/ärˌsenik ˈasid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a weakly acidic crystalline solid with oxidizing properties, formed when arsenic reacts with nitric acid.

[Chem. formula: H3
 AsO4
 .]













arsenical

 
/ärˈsenək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or containing arsenic.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
arsenicals

 )


1.
 
an arsenical drug or other compound.













arsenide

 
/ˈärsəˌnīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of arsenic with a metallic element.














arsenopyrite

 
/ˌärs(ə)nōˈpīrīt/






noun




a silvery-gray mineral consisting of an arsenide and sulfide of iron.

[Chem. formula FeAsS.]













arsine

 
/ˈärsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous gas smelling slightly of garlic, made by the reaction of some arsenides with acids.

[Arsenic trihydride; chem. formula: AsH3
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from arsenic
 , on the pattern of 
amine

 .






arsis

 
/ˈärsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 the unstressed syllable of a metrical foot. To the Greeks, the two terms designated the raising and lowering of the foot in walking, but their meanings became reversed in the Latin tradition, where grammarians identified them with the lowering and raising of the voice.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek, literally ‘lifting,’ from 
airein

 ‘raise.’





arson

 
/ˈärs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the criminal act of deliberately setting fire to property




•
 
police are treating the fire as arson




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an arson attack.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: an Anglo-Norman French legal term, from medieval Latin 
arsio(n-)

 , from Latin 
ardere

 ‘to burn.’





arsonist

 
/ˈärsənəst/






noun




a person who commits arson




•
 
police believe arsonists were responsible for both fires.




















arsphenamine

 
/ärsˈfenəmən, -ˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic organic arsenic compound formerly used to treat syphilis and other diseases.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of arsenic
 , phenyl
 , and amine
 .





arsy-versy

 
/ˌärsē ˈvərsē /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
adjective




in a confused, disordered, or perversely contrary state or condition




•
 
the whole place was arsy-versy




•
 
they got things all arsy-versy.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from arse
 + Latin 
versus

 ‘turned,’ the addition of -y
 1
 to both elements forming a jingle.





art1


 
/ärt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression or application of human creative skill and imagination, typically in a visual form such as painting or sculpture, producing works to be appreciated primarily for their beauty or emotional power




•
 
the art of the Renaissance




•
 
great art is concerned with moral imperfections




•
 
she studied art in Paris.










2.
 
works produced by human creative skill and imagination




•
 
his collection of modern art




•
 
an exhibition of Mexican art




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an art critic.










3.
 
creative activity resulting in the production of paintings, drawings, or sculpture




•
 
she's good at art.










4.
 
(
the arts

 )
 — the various branches of creative activity, such as painting, music, literature, and dance




•
 
the visual arts




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
the art of photography.










5.
 
(
arts

 )
 — subjects of study primarily concerned with the processes and products of human creativity and social life, such as languages, literature, and history (as contrasted with scientific or technical subjects)




•
 
the belief that the arts and sciences were incompatible




•
 
the Faculty of Arts.










6.
 
a skill at doing a specified thing, typically one acquired through practice




•
 
the art of conversation.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
art for art's sake






used to convey the idea that the chief or only aim of a work of art is the self-expression of the individual artist who creates it.









2.
 
art is long, life is short








‹proverb›

 there is so much knowledge (or skill) to acquire that a lifetime is not sufficient.









3.
 
art of war






the strategy, tactics, and techniques of combat.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ars

 , 
art-

 .





art2


 
/ärt/






archaic or dialect 2nd person singular present of be
 .









art.






abbreviation



1.
 
article.




2.
 
artificial.




3.
 
artillery.













Artaud, Antonin

 
/ärˈtō/






(1896–1948), French actor, director, and poet. He developed the concept of the nonverbal Theater of Cruelty.









art car






noun




a car or other four-wheel motor vehicle decorated as a work of art.














art deco

 
/ˌärt ˈdekō/





I.
 
noun




the predominant decorative art style of the 1920s and 1930s, characterized by precise and boldly delineated geometric shapes and strong colors, and used most notably in household objects and in architecture.











– origin

 1960s: shortened from French 
art décoratif

 ‘decorative art,’ from the 1925 
Exposition des Arts décoratifs

 in Paris.





artel

 
/ärˈtel/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in prerevolutionary Russia) a cooperative association of craftsmen living and working together.











– origin

 from Russian 
artelʹ

 .






Artemis

 
/ˈärdəməs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a goddess, daughter of Zeus and sister of Apollo. She was a huntress and is typically depicted with a bow and arrows.

Roman equivalent Diana
 .










artemisia

 
/ˌärdəˈmēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic or bitter-tasting plant of a genus that includes wormwood, mugwort, and sagebrush. Several kinds of artemisia are used in herbal medicine and many are cultivated for their feathery gray foliage.

[Genus 
Artemisia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek, ‘wormwood,’ named after the goddess Artemis
 , to whom it was sacred.





artemisinin

 
/ˌärtəˈmēsənin, -ˈmis-/





I.
 
noun




another term for qinghaosu
 .











– origin

 1970s: blend of artemisia
 and quinine
 .





Arte Povera

 
/ˈärtā ˈpōvərə, ˈpô-/





I.
 
noun




a style and movement in art originating in Italy in the 1960s combining aspects of conceptual, minimalist, and performance art, and making use of worthless or common materials such as stones or newspapers, in the hope of subverting the commercialization of art.











– origin

 1960s: Italian, literally ‘impoverished art,’ from 
arte

 ‘art’ + 
povera

 (feminine of 
povero

 ‘needy’).





arterial

 
/ˌärˈtirēəl/





I.
 
noun




a through road




•
 
sabotaged arterials needed for evacuation of civilians.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to an artery or arteries.




2.
 
denoting an important route in a system of roads, railroad lines, or rivers




•
 
one of the main arterial routes from New York.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
arterialis

 , from Latin 
arteria

 (see artery
 ).





arterialize

 
/ärˈtirēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
arterialized

 )


1.
 
convert venous into arterial (blood) by reoxygenation, especially in the lungs.








II.
 
derivatives





arterialization

 
/ärˌtirēələˈzāSH(ə)n ärˌtirēəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















arterio-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the arteries




•
 
arteriosclerosis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
artēria

 (see artery
 ).





arteriography

 
/ärˌtirēˈäɡrəfē/






noun






[Medicine]

 radiography of an artery, carried out after injection of a radio-opaque substance.













arteriole

 
/ärˈtirēˌōl/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small branch of an artery leading into capillaries.








II.
 
derivatives





arteriolar

 
/ärˌti(ə)rēˈōlər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
artériole

 , diminutive of 
artère

 (see artery
 ).






arteriosclerosis

 
/ärˌtirēōskləˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the thickening and hardening of the walls of the arteries, occurring typically in old age.








II.
 
derivatives





arteriosclerotic

 
/ärˌtirēōskləˈrädik /






adjective





















arteriovenous

 
/ärˌtirēōˈvēnəs/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 of, relating to, or affecting an artery and a vein.













arteritis

 
/ˌärdəˈrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the walls of an artery.














artery

 
/ˈärdərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the muscular-walled tubes forming part of the circulation system by which blood (mainly that which has been oxygenated) is conveyed from the heart to all parts of the body.

Compare with vein
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
an important route in a system of roads, rivers, or railroad lines




•
 
the east-west artery between San Francisco and Sacramento.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
arteria

 , from Greek 
artēria

 , probably from 
airein

 ‘raise.’





artesian

 
/ärˈtēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a well bored perpendicularly into water-bearing strata lying at an angle, so that natural pressure produces a constant supply of water with little or no pumping




•
 
the water from 
artesian wells

 makes agriculture possible.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
artésien

 ‘from 
Artois

 ’ (see Artois
 ), where such wells were first made.





art film






noun




a film that is artistic or experimental in its primary intent.













art form

 
/ˈärt ˌfô(ə)rm/






noun



1.
 
a conventionally established form of artistic composition, such as the novel, sonata, or sonnet.




2.
 
any activity regarded as a medium of imaginative or creative self-expression




•
 
he elevates stage managing to an art form.



















artful

 
/ˈärtfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or action) clever or skillful, typically in a crafty or cunning way




•
 
her artful wiles.










2.
 
showing creative skill or taste




•
 
an artful photograph of a striking woman.














II.
 
derivatives





artfulness

 
/ˈärtfəlnəs /






noun





















artfully

 
/ˈärtfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is clever or skillful and also cunning




•
 
body scanners are turning up artfully concealed items.










2.
 
in a manner that shows creative skill or taste




•
 
a dish of artfully arranged fruit.



















art gallery






noun




a room or building for the display or sale of works of art




•
 
her father runs an art gallery in New York City.



















art history





I.
 
noun




the academic study of the history and development of painting, sculpture, and the other visual arts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
art historian






noun













2.
 
art historical






adjective





















art house






noun




a movie theater that specializes in films that are artistic or experimental rather than merely entertaining.













arthralgia

 
/ˌärˈTHralj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 pain in a joint.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
arthron

 ‘joint’ + -algia
 .





arthritic

 
/ärˈTHridik/





I.
 
adjective




affected by or associated with arthritis.








II.
 
noun




a person suffering from arthritis.













arthritis

 
/ärˈTHrīdəs/





I.
 
noun




painful inflammation and stiffness of the joints.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
arthron

 ‘joint.’ 
Arthritic

 was already used in late Middle English.






arthro-





I.
 
combining form




of a joint; relating to joints




•
 
arthroscope.

















– origin

 from Greek 
arthron

 ‘joint.’





arthrodesis

 
/ärˈTHrädəsəs/





I.
 
noun




surgical immobilization of a joint by fusion of the adjacent bones.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from arthro-
 + Greek 
desis

 ‘binding together.’





arthroplasty

 
/ˈärTHrəˌplastē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the surgical reconstruction or replacement of a joint




•
 
the ever-increasing population of older adults will expand the demand for arthroplasty.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from arthro-
 + -plasty
 .





arthropod

 
/ˈärTHrəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 an invertebrate animal of the large phylum 
Arthropoda

 , such as an insect, spider, or crustacean.













Arthropoda

 
/ärˈTHräpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large phylum of invertebrate animals that includes insects, spiders, crustaceans, and their relatives. They have a segmented body, an external skeleton, and jointed limbs, and are sometimes divided among several phyla.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
arthron

 ‘joint’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





arthroscope

 
/ˈärTHrəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an instrument through which the interior of a joint may be inspected or operated on.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
arthroscopic

 
/ˌärTHrəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
arthroscopy

 
/ärˈTHräskəpē /






noun





















Arthur

 
/ˈärTHər/






a legendary king of Britain, historically perhaps a 5th- or 6th-century Romano-British chieftain or general. Stories of his life, the exploits of his knights, and the Round Table of the court at Camelot were developed by Malory, Chrétien de Troyes, and other medieval writers and became the subject of many legends.









Arthur, Chester Alan






(1829–86), 21st president of the US 1881–85. A New York Republican, he became James Garfield's vice president in March 1881, succeeding to the presidency upon the assassination of Garfield six months later. During his term of office, he was responsible for the enactment of Civil Service reforms and for improving the strength of the US Navy.









Arthurian

 
/ärˈTH(y)o͝orēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the legendary King Arthur of Britain, or any of the stories of his life




•
 
the Arthurian literary tradition.



















artichoke

 
/ˈärdəˌCHōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
globe artichoke

 )
 — a European plant cultivated for its large thistlelike flower heads.

[
Cynara scolymus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
the unopened flower head of this, of which the heart and the fleshy bases of the bracts are edible.




3.
 
see Jerusalem artichoke
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from northern Italian 
articiocco

 , from Spanish 
alcarchofa

 , from Arabic 
al-ḵaršūfa

 .





artichoke gall






noun




a hard egg-shaped gall that forms inside an artichoke bud in response to the developing larva of a gall wasp.

[The wasp is 
Andricus fecundator

 , family 
Cynipidae

 .]














article

 
/ˈärdək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular item or object, typically one of a specified type




•
 
small household articles




•
 
articles of clothing.










2.
 
a piece of writing included with others in a newspaper, magazine, or other publication




•
 
an article about middle-aged executives.










3.
 
a separate clause or paragraph of a legal document or agreement, typically one outlining a single rule or regulation


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
it is an offense under Article 7 of the treaty.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 see definite article
 , indefinite article
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be articled

 )


1.
 
bind by the terms of a contract, as one of apprenticeship.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
an article of faith






a firmly held belief




•
 
it was an article of faith with this circle that women must free themselves.















2.
 
the genuine article






a person or thing considered to be an authentic and excellent example of their kind.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a separate clause of the Apostles' Creed): from Old French, from Latin 
articulus

 ‘small connecting part,’ diminutive of 
artus

 ‘joint.’





Article 15






noun



1.
 
a section of the Uniform Code of Military Justice allowing commanders to carry out discretionary punishments without judicial proceedings.




2.
 
a judgment or punishment issued under Article 15




•
 
if I agree to accept the Article 15, am I admitting guilt?



















Articles of Confederation






plural noun




the original constitution of the US, ratified in 1781, which was replaced by the US Constitution in 1789.













articular

 
/ärˈtikyələr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a joint or the joints




•
 
articular cartilage.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
articularis

 , from 
articulus

 ‘small connecting part’ (see article
 ).






articulate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ärˈtikyələt /



1.
 
(of a person or a person's words) having or showing the ability to speak fluently and coherently




•
 
an articulate account of their experiences.










2.
 
having joints or jointed segments.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 denoting a brachiopod that has projections and sockets that form a hinge joining the two halves of the shell.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ärˈtikyəˌlāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (an idea or feeling) fluently and coherently




•
 
they were unable to articulate their emotions.










2.
 
pronounce (something) clearly and distinctly




•
 
he articulated each word with precision




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
people who do not articulate well are more difficult to lip-read.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a joint




•
 
the mandible is a solid piece 
articulating with

 the head.










4.
 
(
be articulated

 )
 — be connected by joints




•
 
the wing is articulated to the thorax.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
articulable






adjective













2.
 
articulacy

 
/ärˈtikyələsē /






noun













3.
 
articulately

 
/ärˈtikyələtlē /






adverb













4.
 
articulateness

 
/ärˈtikyələtnəs /






noun













5.
 
articulator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
articulatus

 , past participle of 
articulare

 ‘divide into joints, utter distinctly,’ from 
articulus

 ‘small connecting part’ (see article
 ).





articulated

 
/ärˈtikyəˌlādəd/






adjective



1.
 
having two or more sections connected by a flexible joint




•
 
eight articulated trailer coaches




•
 
the trilobite's thorax has a variable number of articulated segments.










2.
 
(of an idea or feeling) expressed; put into words




•
 
the lack of a clearly articulated policy.



















articulation

 
/ärˌtikyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of putting into words an idea or feeling of a specified type




•
 
it would involve the articulation of a theory of the just war.










2.
 
the formation of clear and distinct sounds in speech




•
 
the articulation of vowels and consonants.










3.
 


[Music]

 clarity in the production of successive notes




•
 
beautifully polished articulation from the violins.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 the act or manner of uttering a speech sound, especially a consonant.




5.
 
the state of being jointed




•
 
the area of articulation of the lower jaw.










6.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a specified joint




•
 
the leg articulation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘joint,’ ‘joining’): from Latin 
articulatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
articulare

 (see articulate
 ).





articulatory

 
/ärˈtikyələˌtôrē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the formation of speech sounds.













artifact

 
/ˈärdəfakt /

 


‹Brit.›

 artefact





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object made by a human being, typically an item of cultural or historical interest




•
 
gold and silver artifacts.










2.
 
something observed in a scientific investigation or experiment that is not naturally present but occurs as a result of the preparative or investigative procedure




•
 
widespread tissue infection may be a technical artifact.














II.
 
derivatives





artifactual

 
/ˌärtəˈfakCHo͞oəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
arte

 ‘by or using art’ + 
factum

 ‘something made’ (neuter past participle of 
facere

 ‘make’).






artifice

 
/ˈärdəfəs/





I.
 
noun




clever or cunning devices or expedients, especially as used to trick or deceive others




•
 
artifice and outright fakery




•
 
the style is not free from the artifices of the period.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘workmanship’): from Old French, from Latin 
artificium

 , based on 
ars

 , 
art-

 ‘art’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





artificer

 
/ärˈtifəsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a skilled craftsman or inventor.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
(Brit.)

 
[Military]

 a skilled mechanic in the armed forces.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, probably an alteration of Old French 
artificien

 , from 
artifice

 (see artifice
 ).






artificial

 
/ˌärdəˈfiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made or produced by human beings rather than occurring naturally, typically as a copy of something natural




•
 
her skin glowed in the artificial light




•
 
an artificial limb




•
 
artificial flowers.










2.
 
(of a situation or concept) not existing naturally; contrived or false




•
 
the artificial division of people into age groups.










3.
 


[Bridge]

 (of a bid) conventional as opposed to natural.




4.
 
(of a person or a person's behavior) insincere or affected




•
 
an artificial smile.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
artificiel

 or Latin 
artificialis

 , from 
artificium

 ‘handicraft’ (see artifice
 ).





artificial climbing






noun




the sport of climbing on an indoor or outdoor wall whose surface simulates a mountain.













artificial horizon

 
/ˌärdəˈfiSHəl həˈrīzən/






noun




a gyroscopic instrument or a fluid surface, typically one of mercury, used to provide a horizontal reference plane for navigational measurement.













artificial insemination

 
/ˌärdəˈfiSHəl inˌseməˈnāSHən /

 
AI






noun




the injection of semen into the vagina or uterus other than by sexual intercourse.













artificial intelligence

 
/ˌärdəˈfiSHəl inˈteləjəns /

 
AI






noun




the theory and development of computer systems able to perform tasks that normally require human intelligence, such as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and translation between languages.













artificiality

 
/ärdəfiSHēˈalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being made or produced by human beings rather than occurring naturally




•
 
vigorous debates about the authenticity of the original and the artificiality of the copy.










2.
 
the quality of being contrived or false




•
 
users complain about the artificiality of war games.










3.
 
insincerity or affectedness




•
 
he claimed to have been horrified by the artificiality of his actors during the making of his first feature film.




















artificial life






noun




the production or action of computer programs or computerized systems that simulate the behavior, population dynamics, or other characteristics of living organisms.













artificially

 
/ärdəˈfiSHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of human intervention rather than naturally




•
 
she never wanted to be kept artificially alive with life support.










2.
 
in a contrived or false way




•
 
the presenter tried to artificially create an argument between the two




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
artificially low prices.










3.
 
in an insincere or affected way




•
 
I'm next to him, smiling artificially through my misery.



















artificial respiration

 
/ˌärdəˈfiSHəl ˌrespəˈrāSHən/






noun




the restoration or substitution of someone's breathing by manual, mechanical, or mouth-to-mouth methods.













artificial surface






noun




(also 
artificial turf

 )
 — 

[Sports]

 a carpetlike playing surface used in stadiums instead of natural grass.













artillery

 
/ˌärˈtil(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
large-caliber guns used in warfare on land




•
 
tanks and heavy artillery.










2.
 
a military detachment or branch of the armed forces that uses large-caliber guns.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
artillerist

 
/-rist /






noun













2.
 
artilleryman

 
/ärˈtil(ə)rēmən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
artillerie

 , from 
artiller

 , alteration of 
atillier

 ‘equip, arm,’ probably a variant of 
atirier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
tire

 ‘rank, order.’





artiodactyl

 
/ˌärdēōˈdaktl /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the order 
Artiodactyla

 , such as a cow, sheep, camel, or pig.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting artiodactyls.














Artiodactyla

 
/ˌärdēōˈdaktlə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of mammals that comprises the even-toed ungulates.

Compare with Perissodactyla
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
artios

 ‘even’ + 
daktulos

 ‘finger, toe.’





artisan

 
/ˈärdəzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a worker in a skilled trade, especially one that involves making things by hand.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of food or drink) made in a traditional or non-mechanized way using high-quality ingredients




•
 
local artisan cheeses




•
 
the growing appreciation of artisan foods.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
artigiano

 , based on Latin 
artitus

 , past participle of 
artire

 ‘instruct in the arts,’ from 
ars, art-

 ‘art.’





artisanal

 
/ärˈtēzən(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of an artisan




•
 
artisanal skills




•
 
artisanal workshops.










2.
 
(of a product, especially food or drink) made in a traditional or non-mechanized way




•
 
artisanal cheeses.



















artisanship

 
/ˈärdəzənˌSHip/






noun




skill in a particular craft




•
 
pieces of jewelry which testify to the high artisanship of these ancient people




•
 
a heritage of exquisite artisanship.




















artist

 
/ˈärdəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who produces paintings or drawings as a profession or hobby.




2.
 
a person who practices any of the various creative arts, such as a sculptor, novelist, poet, or filmmaker.




3.
 
a person skilled at a particular task or occupation




•
 
a surgeon who is an artist with the scalpel.










4.
 
a performer, such as a singer, actor, or dancer.




5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a habitual practitioner of a specified reprehensible activity




•
 
a con artist




•
 
rip-off artists.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a master of the liberal arts): from French 
artiste

 , from Italian 
artista

 , from 
arte

 art, from Latin 
ars

 , 
art-

 .





artiste

 
/ärˈtēst/





I.
 
noun




a professional entertainer, especially a singer or dancer




•
 
cabaret artistes.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French (see artist
 ).





artistic

 
/ärˈtistik/






adjective



1.
 
having or revealing natural creative skill




•
 
my lack of artistic ability.










2.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of art or artistry




•
 
a denial of artistic freedom




•
 
her artistic temperament.










3.
 
aesthetically pleasing




•
 
computer programs that produce artistic designs.



















artistically

 
/ärˈtistiklē/






adverb



1.
 
as regards art or artists; from an artistic point of view




•
 
the Soviet film industry was artistically limited by outside pressures




•
 
her home was cozy and so artistically decorated for Christmas.










2.
 
in an aesthetically pleasing way




•
 
the buildings are artistically lit.



















artistic director






noun




the person with overall responsibility for the selection and interpretation of the works performed by a theater, ballet, or opera company.













artistry

 
/ˈärdəstrē/






noun




creative skill or ability




•
 
the artistry of the pianist.



















artist's fungus






noun




a bracket fungus with a reddish-brown upper surface and a pale lower surface on which scratches remain visible as dark marks, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Ganoderma applanatum

 , family 
Ganodermataceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













artist's impression






noun




a sketch or drawing of someone or something, produced when no photograph is available.













artless

 
/ˈärtləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without guile or deception




•
 
an artless, naive girl




•
 
artless sincerity.










2.
 
without effort or pretentiousness; natural and simple




•
 
an artless literary masterpiece.










3.
 
without skill or finesse




•
 
her awkward, artless prose.














II.
 
derivatives





artlessly

 
/ˈärtləslē /






adverb






















art nouveau

 
/ˌär no͞oˈvō ˌärt no͞oˈvō/





I.
 
noun




a style of decorative art, architecture, and design prominent in western Europe and the US from about 1890 until World War I and characterized by intricate linear designs and flowing curves based on natural forms.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘new art.’






Artois

 
/ärˈtwä/






a region and former province of northwestern France.









art paper






noun




high-quality paper coated with china clay or a similar substance to give it a smooth surface.













arts and crafts






plural noun




decorative design and handicraft.













Arts and Crafts Movement






an English decorative arts movement of the second half of the 19th century that sought to revive the ideal of craftsmanship in an age of increasing mechanization and mass production. William Morris was its most prominent member.









art school






noun




a college which provides training in art




•
 
she studied at various art schools in New York.



















art song






noun






[Music]

 a song written to be sung in recital, typically with piano accompaniment and often set to a poem.













art student






noun




a person who is studying to be an artist at a university or other institution of higher education




•
 
he was an art student in Paris in the 1950s.



















artsy

 
/ˈärtsē /

 
arty





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 making a strong, affected, or pretentious display of being artistic or interested in the arts




•
 
the artsy town of Taos




•
 
artsy French flicks.














II.
 
derivatives





artsiness






noun





















artsy-craftsy

 
/ˌärtsē ˈkraftsē /

 

‹informal›







adjective




interested or involved in making decorative, artistic objects, typically ones perceived as quaint or homespun




•
 
artsy-craftsy gift shops.



















artsy-fartsy

 
/ˌärtsēˈfärtsē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 associated with or showing a pretentious interest in the arts




•
 
you can wear a turtleneck to join your artsy-fartsy friends.



















art therapy






noun




a form of psychotherapy involving the encouragement of free self-expression through painting, drawing, or modeling, used as a remedial activity or an aid to diagnosis.













artwork

 
/ˈärtˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
illustrations, photographs, or other nontextual material prepared for inclusion in a publication.




2.
 
paintings, drawings, or other artistic works




•
 
a collection of artwork from tribal cultures




•
 
each artwork is reproduced in color on a full page.



















Aruba

 
/əˈro͞obə/






an island in the Caribbean Sea, close to the Venezuelan coast; pop. 103,100 (est. 2009); capital, Oranjestad. Formerly part of the Netherlands Antilles, it separated in 1986 to become a self-governing territory of the Netherlands.










arugula

 
/əˈro͞oɡələ /

 
rucola
 , rugola





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the rocket plant, used in cooking.











– origin

 1970s: from Italian dialect, ultimately a diminutive of Latin 
eruca

 , ‘downy-stemmed plant.’






arum

 
/ˈerəm/





I.
 
noun




a North American and European plant that has arrow-shaped leaves and a broad leafy spathe enclosing a club-shaped spadix, and that bears bright red berries in late summer.

[
Arum

 , 
Arisaema

 , and other genera, family 
Araceae

 (the 
arum family

 ): several species, including jack-in-the-pulpit, cuckoopint, and skunk cabbage. The arum family also contains a number of popular houseplants, such as philodendrons and calla lilies.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
aron

 .





arum lily






noun




chiefly British term for calla lily
 (see calla
 ).













Arunachal Pradesh

 
/ˌärəˌnaCHəl prəˈdeSH/






a mountainous state in far northeastern India that lies on the border of Tibet to the north and Burma (Myanmar) to the east; capital, Itanagar. It became a state of India in 1986.









Arvada

 
/ärˈvadə, -ˈvädə/






a city in north central Colorado, northwest of Denver; pop. 107,361 (est. 2008).










-ary1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives such as 
budgetary

 , 
primary

 .




2.
 
forming nouns such as 
dictionary

 , 
granary

 .











– origin

 from French 
-aire

 or Latin 
-arius

 ‘connected with.’





-ary2






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives such as 
capillary

 , 
military

 .











– origin

 from French 
-aire

 or Latin 
-aris

 ‘belonging to.’





Aryabhata I

 
/ˌäryəˌbədə T͟Həˈfərst/






(476–
c.

 550), Indian astronomer and mathematician. His surviving work, 
Aryabhatiya

 (499), deals with mathematics, the measurement of time, planetary models, the sphere, and eclipses.










Aryan

 
/ˈerēən ˈärēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a people speaking an Indo-European language who invaded northern India in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 , displacing the Dravidian and other aboriginal peoples.




2.
 
dated term for Proto-Indo-European
 or for Indo-Iranian
 .




3.
 
(in Nazi ideology) relating to people of Caucasian race not of Jewish descent.





The idea that there was an “Aryan” race corresponding to the parent Indo-European language was proposed by certain 19th century writers and was taken up by Hitler and other proponents of racist ideology, but it has been generally rejected by scholars.




II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the ancient Aryan people.




2.
 
the language of the Aryan people.




3.
 
(in Nazi ideology) a person of Caucasian race not of Jewish descent.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ārya

 ‘noble’ + -an
 .





aryl

 
/ˈerəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting a radical derived from an aromatic hydrocarbon by removal of a hydrogen atom




•
 
aryl groups.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from aromatic
 + -yl
 .





arytenoid

 
/əˈridənˌoid, ˌerəˈtēˌnoid /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a pair of cartilages at the back of the larynx.








II.
 
noun




either of the arytenoid cartilages.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
arytaenoides

 , from Greek 
arutainoeidēs

 , from 
arutaina

 ‘funnel.’






as1


 
/az əz/





I.
 
adverb

 — (usu. 
as —— as

 )


1.
 
used in comparisons to refer to the extent or degree of something




•
 
hailstones as big as tennis balls




•
 
go as fast as you can




•
 
it tasted like grape juice but not as sweet.










2.
 
used to emphasize an amount




•
 


as many as

 twenty-two rare species may be at risk.














II.
 
conjunction



1.
 
used to indicate that something happens during the time when something is taking place




•
 
Frank watched him as he ambled through the crowd




•
 
as she grew older, she kept more to herself.










2.
 
used to indicate by comparison the way that something happens or is done




•
 
dress as you would if you were having guests




•
 
they can do as they wish




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she kissed him goodbye, 
as usual






•
 
as in the past, a collection is to be taken.










3.
 
used to add or interject a comment relating to the statement of a fact




•
 
as you can see, I didn't go after all




•
 
he has, as you know, called for a referendum.










4.
 
because; since




•
 
I must stop now as I have to go out.










5.
 
even though




•
 
sweet as he is, he doesn't pay his bills




•
 
try as he might, he failed to pull it off.














III.
 
preposition



1.
 
used to refer to the function or character that someone or something has




•
 
he got a job as a cook




•
 
they were treated as foreigners




•
 
it came as a shock




•
 
as a dairy producer, you should evaluate and analyze your farm from many viewpoints.










2.
 
during the time of being (the thing specified)




•
 
he had often been sick as a child




•
 
as a student, my nickname was Space.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as and when






at the time when (used to refer to an uncertain future event)




•
 
they deal with an issue as and when it rears its head.















2.
 
as for






with regard to




•
 
as for you, you'd better be quick.















3.
 
as if (or as though)






as would be the case if




•
 
she behaved as if he weren't there.















4.
 
as if!








‹informal›

 I very much doubt it




•
 
You know how lottery winners always say it won't change their lives? Yeah, as if!















5.
 
as (it) is






in the existing circumstances




•
 
I've got enough on my plate as it is.















6.
 
as it were






in a way (used to be less precise)




•
 
areas that have been, as it were, pushed aside.















7.
 
as long as






see long
 1
 .









8.
 
as much






see much
 .









9.
 
as of






used to indicate the time or date from which something starts




•
 
as of January 1, a free market will be created




•
 
I'm on unemployment as of today.















10.
 
as per






see per
 .









11.
 
as such






see such
 .









12.
 
as though






see as if
 above.









13.
 
as to






with respect to; concerning




•
 
decisions as to which patients receive treatment.















14.
 
as well






see well
 1
 .









15.
 
as yet






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — until now or a particular time in the past




•
 
the damage is as yet undetermined.





















– origin

 Middle English: reduced form of Old English 
alswā

 ‘similarly’ (see also
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 A small, seemingly innocent word, 
as

 is so frequently misused (or not used where needed) that interested writers are advised to consult a full-length usage guide for counsel on its proper use. 
As

 is often used in causal senses in place of because or since (As Julie wasn't hungry, she ordered only a cup of coffee); in such constructions, where 
as

 may cause confusion, it is generally advisable to use the unambiguous because, or since. 
2

 On whether it is more correct to say he's not as shy 
as I

 rather than he's not as shy 
as me

 , or I live in the same street 
as she

 rather than I live in the same street 
as her

 , see usage at personal pronoun
 . 
3

 For a discussion of when to use 
as

 rather than 
like

 , see usage at like
 1
 .






as2


 
/as/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Roman copper coin.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘a unit.’





As






symbol




the chemical element arsenic.













AS






abbreviation



1.
 
American Samoa.




2.
 
Anglo-Saxon.




3.
 
Asperger's syndrome.




4.
 
Associate in Science.













as-






prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
s

 (as in 
assemble

 , 
assess

 ).













ASA






abbreviation




American Standards Association (especially in film-speed specification)




•
 
color film from 50 to 400 ASA.



















asafetida

 
/ˌasəˈfedidə /

 


‹Brit.›

 asafoetida





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fetid resinous gum obtained from the roots of a herbaceous plant, used in herbal medicine and Indian cooking.




2.
 
a Eurasian plant of the parsley family, from which this gum is obtained.

[
Ferula

 , family 
Apiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
asafoetida

 , from 
asa

 (from Persian 
azā

 ‘mastic’) + 
foetida

 (see fetid
 ).





asana

 
/ˈäsənə/





I.
 
noun




a posture adopted in performing hatha yoga.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
āsana

 ‘seat, manner of sitting.’





Asansol

 
/ˌäsənˈsōl/






an industrial city in northeastern India, in West Bengal, northwest of Kolkata (Calcutta); pop. 499,300 (est. 2009).









ASAP






abbreviation




as soon as possible.














asbestos

 
/asˈbestəs azˈbestəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heat-resistant fibrous silicate mineral that can be woven into fabrics, and is used in fire-resistant and insulating materials such as brake linings




•
 
asbestos was used for pipe insulation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
asbestos shingles.










2.
 
fabric containing asbestos.





The asbestos minerals include chrysotile (
white asbestos

 ) and several kinds of amphibole, notably amosite (
brown asbestos

 ) and crocidolite (
blue asbestos

 ). The danger to health caused by breathing in highly carcinogenic asbestos particles has led to stringent control of its use.







– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
asbestos

 ‘unquenchable’ (applied by Dioscurides to quicklime), from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
sbestos

 (from 
sbennumi

 ‘quench’).





asbestosis

 
/ˌasbesˈtōsəs ˌazˌbesˈtōsəs/






noun




a lung disease resulting from the inhalation of asbestos particles, marked by severe fibrosis and a high risk of mesothelioma (cancer of the pleura).













Asbury Park

 
/ˈazˌberē, -b(ə)rē/






a city in east central New Jersey, on the Atlantic Ocean, long a noted resort; pop. 16,546 (est. 2008).









ASCAP






abbreviation




American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers.













ascariasis

 
/ˌaskəˈrīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 infection of the intestine with ascarids.













ascarid

 
/ˈaskərid /

 
ascaris





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a parasitic nematode worm of a family (
Ascaridae

 ) whose members typically live in the intestines of vertebrates.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: back-formation from Greek 
askarides

 , plural of 
askaris

 ‘intestinal worm.’






ascend

 
/əˈsend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — go up or climb




•
 
she ascended the stairs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
new magmas were created and ascended to the surface.










2.
 
climb to the summit of (a mountain or hill)




•
 
the first traveler to ascend the mountain.










3.
 
(of a fish or boat) move upstream along (a river).




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rise through the air




•
 
we had ascended 3,000 ft.










5.
 
(of a road or flight of steps) slope or lead up




•
 
the road 
ascends to

 the lake.










6.
 
move up the social or professional scale




•
 
he took exams to 
ascend through

 the ranks




•
 
some executives 
ascend to

 top-level positions.










7.
 
(of a spiritual being or soul) rise into heaven




•
 
the Prophet 
ascended to heaven






•
 (as 
adj.

 
ascended

 )
 
the risen and ascended Christ.










8.
 
(of a voice or sound) rise in pitch




•
 
Carolyn's voice had ascended into high-pitched giggles.














II.
 
phrases





ascend the throne






become king or queen.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ascendere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
scandere

 ‘to climb.’





ascendancy

 
/əˈsendənsē /

 
ascendency






noun




occupation of a position of dominant power or influence




•
 
the ascendancy of good over evil




•
 
they have a moral ascendancy over the rich.



















ascendant

 
/əˈsendənt /

 
ascendent





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rising in power or influence




•
 
ascendant moderate factions in the party.










2.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a planet, zodiacal degree, or sign) just above the eastern horizon.








II.
 
noun






[Astrology]

 the point on the ecliptic at which it intersects the eastern horizon at a particular time, typically that of a person's birth.








III.
 
phrases





in the ascendant






rising in power or influence




•
 
the reformers are in the ascendant.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ascendent-

 ‘climbing up,’ from the verb 
ascendere

 (see ascend
 ).





ascender

 
/əˈsendər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that ascends, in particular




2.
 
a part of a letter that extends above the main part (as in 
b

 and 
h

 ).




3.
 
a letter having an ascender.




4.
 
a device used in climbing that can be clipped to a rope to act as a foothold or handhold, or to keep something in position.













ascending

 
/əˈsendiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
increasing in size or importance




•
 
incomes ranked 
in ascending order

 of size.










2.
 
sloping or leading upward




•
 
a gently ascending forest path




•
 
blood pressure in the ascending aorta.



















ascending colon






noun






[Anatomy]

 the first main part of the large intestine, which passes upward from the cecum on the right side of the abdomen.













ascension

 
/əˈsen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the act of rising to an important position or a higher level




•
 
his 
ascension to

 the ranks of pop star.










2.
 
(
Ascension

 )
 — the ascent of Christ into heaven on the fortieth day after the Resurrection.











– origin

 Middle English (referring to the ascent of Christ): via Old French from Latin 
ascensio(n-)

 , from the verb 
ascendere

 (see ascend
 ).





Ascension Day






the fortieth day after Easter, on which Christ's Ascension is celebrated in the Christian Church.

Also called Holy Thursday
 .









Ascension Island

 
/əˌsen(t)SH(ə)n ˈīlənd/






a small island in the South Atlantic Ocean; with St. Helena it is a dependency of the UK; pop. 1,100 (est. 2009).









ascent

 
/əˈsent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a climb or walk to the summit of a mountain or hill




•
 
the first ascent of the Matterhorn




•
 
the routes of ascent can be retraced.










2.
 
an upward slope or path




•
 
the ascent grew steeper.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of rising through the air




•
 
the first balloon ascent was in 1783.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a rise to an important position or a higher level




•
 
his 
ascent to

 power.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from ascend
 , on the pattern of the pair of 
descend

 , 
descent

 .





ascertain

 
/ˌasərˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find (something) out for certain; make sure of




•
 
an attempt to ascertain the cause of the accident




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
management should 
ascertain whether

 adequate funding can be provided.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ascertainable

 
/ˌasərˈtānəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
ascertainment

 
/ˌasərˈtānmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘assure, convince’): from Old French 
acertener

 , based on Latin 
certus

 ‘settled, sure.’





ascetic

 
/əˈsedik/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or suggesting the practice of severe self-discipline and abstention from all forms of indulgence, typically for religious reasons




•
 
an ascetic life of prayer, fasting, and manual labor




•
 
a narrow, humorless, ascetic face.














II.
 
noun




a person who practices severe self-discipline and abstention.








III.
 
derivatives





ascetically

 
/əˈsedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
asceticus

 or Greek 
askētikos

 , from 
askētēs

 ‘monk,’ from 
askein

 ‘to exercise.’





asceticism

 
/əˈsedəˌsizəm/






noun




severe self-discipline and avoidance of all forms of indulgence, typically for religious reasons




•
 
acts of physical asceticism.



















Ascham, Roger

 
/ˈaskəm/






(
c.

 1515–68), English humanist scholar and writer. He was noted for his treatise on archery, 
Toxophilus

 (1545), and for 
The Scholemaster

 (1570), a practical and influential tract on education.









aschelminth

 
/ˈaskhelˌminTH, ˈaSHhel-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an invertebrate animal belonging to a group of phyla that are distinguished by the lack of a well-developed coelom and blood vessels. Most aschelminths are minute wormlike animals, including the nematode worms, rotifers, and water bears.

[Phylum 
Nematoda

 and about seven minor phyla, formerly placed in a phylum 
Aschelminthes

 .]











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Aschelminthes

 (former phylum name), from Greek 
askos

 ‘sac’ + 
helminth

 ‘worm’ (from the former belief that animals of this group had a fluid-filled internal sac).





asci

 
/ˈaskī ˈaskē/






plural form of ascus
 .









ascidian

 
/əˈsidēən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sea squirt.

[Phylum 
Chordata

 , Subphylum 
Urochordata

 , class 
Ascidiacea

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin plural 
Ascidia

 (genus name), from Greek 
askidion

 , diminutive of 
askos

 ‘wineskin.’





ASCII

 
/ˈaskē/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 American Standard Code for Information Interchange, a set of digital codes representing letters, numerals, and other symbols, widely used as a standard format in the transfer of text between computers.













ascites

 
/əˈsīdēz/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the accumulation of fluid in the peritoneal cavity, causing abdominal swelling.








II.
 
derivatives





ascitic

 
/əˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
askitēs

 , from 
askos

 ‘wineskin.’





Asclepius

 
/əˈsklēpēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a hero and god of healing, son of Apollo.










ascomycete

 
/ˌaskəˈmīsēt, -mīˈsēt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fungus whose spores develop within asci. The ascomycetes include most molds, mildews, and yeasts, the fungal component of most lichens, and a few large forms such as morels and truffles.

Compare with basidiomycete
 . [Phylum 
Ascomycota

 (formerly subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 ), class 
Ascomycetes

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ascomycetes

 (former class name), from Greek 
askos

 ‘sac’ + 
muskētes

 ‘fungi.’






ascon

 
/ˈaskän/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sponge of the simplest structure, with a tubelike or baglike form lined with choanocytes.

Compare with leucon
 and sycon
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), from Greek 
askos

 ‘bag.’






ascorbic acid

 
/əˌskôrbik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




a vitamin found particularly in citrus fruits and green vegetables. It is essential in maintaining healthy connective tissue, and is also thought to act as an antioxidant. Severe deficiency causes scurvy.

Also called vitamin C
 . [A lactone; chem. formula: C6
 H8
 O6
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





ascorbate

 
/-bāt, -bit /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + medieval Latin 
scorbutus

 ‘scurvy’ + -ic
 .





ascot

 
/ˈasˌkät, -kət/





I.
 
noun




a man's broad silk necktie.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the place name Ascot
 , by association with formal dress at race meetings held there.






Ascot

 
/ˈaskät ˈaskət/






a town in southern England, southwest of London. It is the site of an annual horse race.










ascribe

 
/əˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
ascribe something to

 )


1.
 
attribute something to (a cause)




•
 
he ascribed Jane's short temper to her upset stomach.










2.
 
(usu. 
be ascribed to

 )
 — attribute (a text, quotation, or work of art) to a particular person or period




•
 
a quotation ascribed to Thomas Cooper.










3.
 
(usu. 
be ascribed to

 )
 — regard (a quality) as belonging to




•
 
tough-mindedness is a quality commonly ascribed to top bosses.














II.
 
derivatives





ascribable

 
/əˈskrībəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
ascribere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





ascription

 
/əˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the attribution of something to a cause




•
 
an 
ascription

 of effect 
to

 cause.










2.
 
the attribution of a text, quotation, or work of art to a particular person or period




•
 
her 
ascription

 of the text 
to

 Boccaccio




•
 
questions of authorial ascription.










3.
 
the action of regarding a quality as belonging to someone or something




•
 
the author's 
ascription

 of human attributes 
to

 his hero or villain.










4.
 
a preacher's words ascribing praise to God at the end of a sermon.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ascriptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
ascribere

 (see ascribe
 ).






ascus

 
/ˈaskəs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a sac, typically cylindrical in shape, in which the spores of ascomycete fungi develop.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
askos

 ‘bag.’





ASD






noun




short for autistic spectrum disorder
 .













ASDIC

 
/ˈazdik/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an early form of sonar used to detect submarines.











– origin

 World War I: said to be an acronym from 
Allied Submarine Detection Investigation Committee

 .






-ase





I.
 
suffix






[Biochemistry]

 forming names of enzymes




•
 
amylase.

















– origin

 from 
(diast)ase

 .





ASEAN

 
/ˈasēan/






abbreviation




Association of Southeast Asian Nations.













aseismic

 
/āˈsīzmik/






adjective






[Geology]

 not characterized by earthquake activity.














asepsis

 
/āˈsepsəs/






noun



1.
 
the absence of bacteria, viruses, and other microorganisms.




2.
 
the exclusion of bacteria and other microorganisms, typically during surgery.

Compare with antisepsis
 .













aseptic

 
/āˈseptik/






adjective



1.
 
free from contamination caused by harmful bacteria, viruses, or other microorganisms.




2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of surgical practice) aiming at the complete exclusion of harmful microorganisms.




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a wound, instrument, or dressing) surgically sterile or sterilized.













asexual

 
/āˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without sexual feelings or associations




•
 
she rested her hand on the back of his head, in a maternal, wholly asexual, gesture.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of reproduction) not involving the fusion of gametes.




3.
 
without sex or sexual organs




•
 
asexual parasites.














II.
 
noun




a person who has no sexual feelings or desires.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
asexuality

 
/āsekSHo͞oˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
asexually

 
/āˈsekSH(o͞o)əlē /






adverb





















Asgard

 
/ˈasˌɡärd, ˈaz- /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







a region in the center of the universe, inhabited by the gods.









ash1


 
/aSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the powdery residue left after the burning of a substance




•
 
cigarette ash




•
 
a day's worth of paper 
burned to ashes

 .










2.
 
(
ashes

 )
 — the remains of something destroyed; ruins




•
 
the people are really living in the ashes of those traditions and institutions.










3.
 
(
ashes

 )
 — the remains of the human body after cremation or burning




•
 
his ashes were scattered on a Welsh mountainside.










4.
 
powdery material thrown out by a volcano




•
 
the plains have been showered by volcanic ash.










5.
 
the mineral component of an organic substance, as assessed from the residue left after burning




•
 
coal contains higher levels of ash than premium fuels.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(turn to) ashes in one's mouth






(become) something that is bitterly disappointing or worthless




•
 
they found words such as “heroic” turn to ashes in their mouths during the scandal.















2.
 
rise (or emerge) from the ashes






be renewed after destruction




•
 
Atlanta has risen from the ashes.







[compare with 
rise like a phoenix from the ashes

 (see phoenix
 ).]















– origin

 Old English 
æsce

 , 
aexe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
as

 and German 
Asche

 .






ash2


 
/aSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
ash tree

 )
 — a tree with silver-gray bark and compound leaves. The ash is widely distributed throughout north temperate regions where it can form forests.

[Genus 
Fraxinus

 , family 
Oleaceae

 : many species, including the North American 
white ash

 (
F. americana

 ) and the 
European ash

 (
F. excelsior

 ).]




2.
 
the hard pale wood of the ash tree.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of unrelated trees with leaves similar to the ash.

See also mountain ash
 .




4.
 
an Old English runic letter (so named from the word of which it was the first letter).




5.
 
the symbol æ or Æ, used in the Roman alphabet in place of the runic letter, and as a phonetic symbol.

See also Æ
 .











– origin

 Old English 
æsc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
es

 and German 
Esche

 .





ashamed

 
/əˈSHāmd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
embarrassed or guilty because of one's actions, characteristics, or associations




•
 
you should be 
ashamed of

 yourself




•
 
his clothes and manners made me ashamed of him




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she felt ashamed that she had hit him.










2.
 
(
ashamed to do something

 )
 — reluctant to do something through fear of embarrassment or humiliation




•
 
I'm ashamed to say I followed him home




•
 
I am not ashamed to be seen with them.














II.
 
derivatives





ashamedly

 
/əˈSHāmədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
āscamod

 , past participle of 
āscamian

 ‘feel shame,’ from 
ā-

 (as an intensifier) + the verb shame
 .





Ashanti1


 
/əˈSHäntē, əˈSHantē /

 
Asante






a region of central Ghana. Annexed by Britain in 1902, it became part of the former British colony of the Gold Coast.









Ashanti2


 
Asante





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of south central Ghana.




2.
 
the dialect of Akan spoken by the Ashanti.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ashanti or their language.











– origin

 the name in Akan.





ash blond

 
/aSH ˈbländ /

 
ash blonde





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their hair) very pale blond.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a very pale blond color.




2.
 
a person with very pale blond hair.













ashcan

 
/ˈaSHˌkan/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a metal receptacle for trash or ashes.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹military slang›

 a depth charge.













Ashcan School

 
/ˈaSHkan ˌsko͞ol/






a group of American realist painters active from 
c.

 1908 until World War I, who painted scenes from the slums of New York. The school grew out of the group called “the Eight.”









Ashcroft, Dame Peggy






(1907–91), English actress; born 
Edith Margaret Emily Ashcroft

 . She won an Academy Award for best supporting actress in the movie 
A Passage to India

 (1984).









Ashcroft, John David

 
/ˈaSHˌkrôft/






(1942–), US attorney general 2001–05. Under him, the Justice Department was reorganized to focus on antiterrorism, following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.









ash dieback






noun




a serious fungal disease of the European ash, characterized by the progressive death of the tree's branches




•
 
the number of woodland sites where ash dieback has been detected has doubled.







[The disease is caused by 
Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus

 (also called 
Chalara fraxinea

 ), subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]













Ashe, Arthur

 
/aSH/






(1943–93), US tennis player; full name 
Arthur Robert Ashe

 . He won the men's singles title at the US Open 1968 and Wimbledon 1975, becoming the first black male player to achieve world rankings.









ashen1


 
/ˈaSHən/






adjective



1.
 
of the pale gray color of ash




•
 
the ashen morning sky.










2.
 
(of a person's face) very pale with shock, fear, or illness.




3.
 
of or resembling ashes




•
 
the volcano's ashen breath.



















ashen2


 
/ˈaSHən/






adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 made of timber from the ash tree.













Asher

 
/ˈaSHər/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and Zilpah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.









Asheville

 
/ˈaSHvəl, -ˌvil/






a city in western North Carolina, a resort in the Blue Ridge Mountains; pop. 74,543 (est. 2008). The Biltmore estate is here.










Ashgabat

 
/ˌäSHɡəˈbät /

 
Ashkhabad






the capital of the central Asian republic of Turkmenistan; pop. 744,000 (est. 2007).

Former name (1919–27) Poltoratsk
 .









ashine

 
/əˈSHīn/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 shining




•
 
eyes ashine in the darkness.



















A-shirt

 
/ˈāˌSHərt/






noun




a sleeveless athletic shirt or undershirt.














Ashkenazi

 
/äSHkəˈnäzē ˌaSHkəˈnäzē/





I.
 
noun




a Jew of central or eastern European descent. More than 80 percent of Jews today are Ashkenazim; they preserve Palestinian rather than Babylonian Jewish traditions, and some still use Yiddish. Compare with Sephardi
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Ashkenazic

 
/äSHkəˈnäzik ˌaSHkəˈnäzik /






adjective



















– origin

 from modern Hebrew, from 
Ashkenaz

 , son of Japheth, one of the sons of Noah (Gen. 10:3).





Ashkenazy, Vladimir

 
/ˌaSHkəˈnäzē, ˌäSH-/






(1937–), Russian pianist; full name 
Vladimir Davidovich Ashkenazy

 . A child prodigy, he left the former Soviet Union in 1963, finally settling in Iceland in 1973.









Ashland

 
/ˈaSHl(ə)n(d)/





I.
 
a city in northeastern Kentucky, on the Ohio River; pop. 21,346 (est. 2008). It is a center of the area's coal industry.




II.
 
a city in north central Ohio; pop. 21,850 (est. 2008).









ashlar

 
/ˈaSHlər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
masonry made of large square-cut stones, typically used as a facing on walls of brick or stone.




2.
 
a stone used in ashlar.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aisselier

 , from Latin 
axilla

 , diminutive of 
axis

 ‘plank.’





ashlaring

 
/ˈaSHləriNG/






noun



1.
 
ashlar masonry.




2.
 
upright boarding fixed from the joists to the rafters of an attic to cut off the acute angle between the roof and the floor.













Ashley, Laura

 
/ˈaSHlē/






(1925–85), Welsh fashion and textile designer; known for her use of floral patterns and romantic Victorian and Edwardian styles.









Ashmolean Museum

 
/aSHˌmōlēən myo͞oˈzēəm/






a museum of art and antiquities in Oxford, England. It opened in 1683 and was the first public institution of its kind in England.









Ashmore and Cartier Islands

 
/ˈaSHˌmôr, ˈkärtēˌā, ˌkärtēˈā/






uninhabited islands in the Indian Ocean, an external territory of Australia.









ashore

 
/əˈSHôr/






adverb



1.
 
to or on the shore from the direction of the sea




•
 
the seals come ashore to breed.










2.
 
on land as opposed to at sea




•
 
we spent the day ashore.



















ash pan

 
/ˈaSH pan/






noun




a tray fitted beneath a grate in which ashes can be collected and removed.













ashram

 
/ˈäSHrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in South Asia) a hermitage, monastic community, or other place of religious retreat for Hindus.




2.
 
a place of religious retreat or community life modeled on the Indian ashram.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
āśrama

 ‘hermitage.’






Ash Shariqah

 
/ˌäSH ˈSHärēkə/






variant form of Sharjah
 .









Ashtabula

 
/ˌaSHtəˈbyo͞olə/






a port city in northeastern Ohio, on Lake Erie; pop. 19,689 (est. 2008).










ashtanga

 
/aSHˈtäNGə /

 
ashtanga yoga
 , astanga





I.
 
noun




a type of yoga based on eight principles and consisting of a series of poses executed in swift succession, combined with deep, controlled breathing.











– origin

 from Hindi 
aṣṭaṇ

 or its source, Sanskrit 
ashṭaṅga

 ‘having eight parts,’ from 
ashtán

 ‘eight.’





Ashton, Sir Frederick

 
/ˈaSHtən/






(1904–88), British ballet dancer, choreographer, and director; full name 
Sir Frederick William Mallandaine Ashton

 .









ashtray

 
/ˈaSHˌtrā/






noun




a receptacle for tobacco ash and cigarette butts.













Ashurbanipal

 
/ˌäSHo͝orˈbänēˌpäl/






king of Assyria 
c.

 668–627 
BC

 ; grandson of Sennacherib. A patron of the arts, he established a library of more than 20,000 clay tablets at Nineveh.









Ash Wednesday

 
/ˈaSH ˈwenzˌdā/





I.
 
noun




the first day of Lent in the Western Christian Church, marked by services of penitence.











– origin

 from the custom of marking the foreheads of penitents with ashes on that day.





ashy

 
/ˈaSHē/






adjective



1.
 
of a pale grayish color; ashen




•
 
the ashy shadows of the mountains.










2.
 
covered with, consisting of, or resembling ashes




•
 
an ashy sediment.



















ASI






abbreviation




airspeed indicator.














Asia

 
/ˈāZHə/






the largest of the world's continents, constituting nearly one-third of the landmass, lying entirely north of the equator except for some Southeast Asian islands. It is connected to Africa by the Isthmus of Suez and borders Europe (part of the same landmass) along the Ural Mountains and across the Caspian Sea.









asiago

 
/ˌäsēˈäɡō/





I.
 
noun




a strong-flavored cow's milk cheese originally made in northern Italy.











– origin

 named after 
Asiago

 , the plateau and town in northern Italy where the cheese was first made.





Asia Minor

 
/ˌāZHə ˈmīnər/






the western peninsula of Asia that now constitutes most of modern Turkey.










Asian

 
/ˈāZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Asia or its people, customs, or languages.








II.
 
noun




a native of Asia or a person of Asian descent.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
Asianus

 , from Greek 
Asianos

 , from 
Asia

 (see Asia
 ). / 
usage:

 In North America, 
Asian

 refers to people from China, Japan, and other countries of East Asia, while in Britain it is used to refer to people who come from (or whose parents came from) India, Pakistan, or elsewhere in South Asia. See also usage at oriental
 .





Asian American

 
/ˈāZHən əˈmerəkən/





I.
 
noun




an American who is of Asian (chiefly East Asian) descent.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Asian Americans.














Asian cobra






noun




another term for spectacled cobra
 .













Asian Development Bank






a bank with forty-seven member countries (thirty-two are from the Asia-Pacific region) located in Manila. Its aim is to promote the economic and social progress of its developing member countries.










Asian elephant






noun




another term for Indian elephant
 .













Asian long-horned beetle






noun




a large black beetle with white spots whose larvae feed on hardwoods. Infestations in the US have led to large-scale destruction of trees in order to eradicate the pest.

[
Anoplophora glabripennis

 , family 
Cerambycidae

 .]














Asian pear






noun




the crisp apple-shaped fruit of a tree that is native to Japan and China and cultivated in Australia and New Zealand.

Also called nashi
 . [This fruit is obtained from varieties of 
Pyrus pyrifolia

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













Asian swamp eel






noun




a freshwater eel that can breathe air and traverse land. Its introduction in the southeastern US threatens some native aquatic fauna.

[
Monopterus albus

 , family 
Synbranchidae

 .]













Asia-Pacific

 
/ˌāZHəpəˈsifik/






noun




a business region consisting of the whole of Asia as well as the countries of the Pacific Rim.














Asiatic

 
/ˌāZHēˈadik ˌāzēˈadik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or deriving from Asia




•
 
Asiatic cholera




•
 
Asiatic coastal regions.














II.
 
noun






‹often offensive›

 an Asian person.











– origin

 via Latin 
Asiaticus

 from Greek 
Asiatikos

 , from 
Asia

 (see Asia
 ). / 
usage:

 The standard and accepted term when referring to individual people is 
Asian

 rather than 
Asiatic

 , which can be offensive. However, 
Asiatic

 is standard in scientific and technical use, for example in biological and anthropological classifications. See also usage at oriental
 .





ASIC

 
/ˈāsik/






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 application specific integrated circuit.













aside

 
/əˈsīd/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
to one side; out of the way




•
 
he pushed his plate aside




•
 
they stood aside to let a car pass




•
 
she must put aside all her antagonistic feelings.










2.
 
in reserve; for future use




•
 
she set aside some money for rent.










3.
 
used to indicate that one is dismissing something from consideration, or that one is shifting from one topic or tone of discussion to another




•
 


joking aside

 , I've certainly had my fill.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a remark or passage by a character in a play that is intended to be heard by the audience but unheard by the other characters in the play.




2.
 
a remark not intended to be heard by everyone present




•
 
“Does that make him a murderer?” whispered Alice in an aside to Fred.










3.
 
a remark that is not directly related to the main topic of discussion




•
 
the recipe book has little asides about the importance of home and family.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
aside from








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 apart from.









2.
 
take (or draw) someone aside






move someone away from a group of people in order to talk privately.















– origin

 Middle English (originally 
on side

 ): see a-
 2
 , side
 .





A-side

 
/ˈā ˌsīd/






noun




the side of a pop single record regarded as the main release.













Asimov, Isaac

 
/ˈazəˌmôv, -ˌmôf/






(1920–92), US writer and scientist; born in Russia; particularly known for his works of science fiction, his books on science for nonscientists, and his essays on a wide variety of subjects. Building on Karel Čapek's concept of the robot, in 1941, Asimov coined the term 
robotics

 . Notable science fiction works: 
I, Robot

 (1950) and 
Foundation

 (trilogy, 1951–53).









asinine

 
/ˈasəˌnīn/





I.
 
adjective




extremely stupid or foolish




•
 
Lydia ignored his asinine remark.














II.
 
derivatives





asininity

 
/ˌasəˈninədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
asininus

 , from 
asinus

 ‘ass.’





Asir Mountains

 
/äˌsēər ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of mountains in southwestern Saudi Arabia that run parallel to the Red Sea.










-asis

 
-iasis





I.
 
suffix




forming the names of diseases




•
 
onchocerciasis




•
 
psoriasis.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek in nouns denoting a state or condition.





asity

 
/ˈasədē/





I.
 
noun




a stocky perching bird related to the pittas, found only in Madagascar.

[Family 
Philepittidae

 : two genera, in particular 
Philepitta

 (two species). See also false sunbird
 .]











– origin

 probably a local name.





ask

 
/ask/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something in order to obtain an answer or some information


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he 
asked if

 she wanted coffee




•
 
he 
asked whether

 his electric wheelchair would fit through their doors




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
people are always asking questions




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“How much further?” I asked




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the old man 
asked about

 her job.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ask around

 )
 — talk to various people in order to find something out




•
 
there are fine meals to be had if you ask around.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ask after

 )
 — inquire about the health or well-being of




•
 
Mrs. Savage asked after Iris's mother.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — request (someone) to do or give something




•
 
Mary 
asked

 her father 
for

 money




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
I asked him to call the manager




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
don't be afraid to 
ask for

 advice.










5.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — request permission to do something




•
 
she 
asked if

 she could move in




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he asked to see the officer involved.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ask for

 )
 — request to speak to




•
 
when I arrived, I asked for Catherine.










7.
 
request (a specified amount) as a price for selling something




•
 
he was 
asking

 $250 
for

 the guitar.










8.
 
expect or demand (something) of someone




•
 
it's asking a lot, but could you look through Billy's things?










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — invite (someone) to one's home or a function




•
 
it's about time we 
asked

 Pam 
to

 dinner.










10.
 
(
ask someone along

 )
 — invite someone to join one on an outing




•
 
do you want to ask him along?










11.
 
(
ask someone out

 )
 — invite someone out socially, typically on a date.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a request, especially for a donation




•
 
it was an awkward ask for more funding.










2.
 


(US)

 the price at which an item, especially a financial security, is offered for sale


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
ask prices for bonds.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be asking for it (or trouble)








‹informal›

 behave in a way that is likely to result in difficulty for oneself




•
 
they accused me of asking for it




•
 
you're asking for trouble.















2.
 
don't ask me!








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one does not know the answer to a question and that one is surprised or irritated to be questioned




•
 
“Is he her boyfriend then?” “Don't ask me!”















3.
 
for the asking






used to indicate that something can be easily obtained




•
 
the job was his for the asking.















4.
 
I ask you!








‹informal›

 an exclamation of shock or disapproval intended to elicit agreement from one's listener




•
 
A toaster for a birthday present? I ask you!















5.
 
if you ask me








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that a statement is one's personal opinion




•
 
if you ask me, it's just an excuse for laziness.


















IV.
 
derivatives





asker

 
/ˈaskər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
āscian

 , 
āhsian

 , 
āxian

 .





askance

 
/əˈskans /

 
askant





I.
 
adverb




with an attitude or look of suspicion or disapproval




•
 
the reformers 
looked askance at

 the mystical tradition




•
 
a waiter 
looked askance at

 Charlie's jeans.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin.





askari

 
/əˈskärē/





I.
 
noun




(in East Africa) a soldier or police officer.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Arabic 
'askarī

 ‘soldier.’





askesis

 
/əˈskēsəs /

 
ascesis





I.
 
noun




the practice of severe self-discipline, typically for religious reasons.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
askēsis

 ‘training,’ from 
askein

 ‘to exercise.’





askew

 
/əˈskyo͞o/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
not in a straight or level position


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the door was hanging askew on one twisted hinge




•
 [as 
predic. adj.

 ]
 
her hat was slightly askew.










2.
 
wrong; awry


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the plan went sadly askew




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
outrageous humor with a decidedly askew point of view.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + skew
 .





asking price

 
/ˈaskiNG ˌprīs/






noun




the price at which something is offered for sale.













ASL






abbreviation




American Sign Language.














aslant

 
/əˈslant/





I.
 
adverb




at an angle or in a sloping direction




•
 
some of the paintings hung aslant.














II.
 
preposition




across at an angle or in a sloping direction




•
 
rays of light fell aslant a door.



















asleep

 
/əˈslēp/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
in or into a state of sleep


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
she had been asleep for over three hours




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
Bob regularly 
fell asleep

 in his recliner.










2.
 
not attentive or alert; inactive


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the competition was not asleep.










3.
 
(of a limb) having no feeling; numb


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
his legs were asleep.










4.
 


‹literary›

 used euphemistically to say that someone is dead.








II.
 
phrases





asleep at the switch (or wheel)








‹informal›

 not attentive or alert; inactive




•
 
someone must have been asleep at the switch to allow this.
























aslope

 
/əˈslōp/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 in a sloping position


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the steps are aslope and broken




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
against the mast he leans aslope.

















– origin

 late Middle English: origin uncertain; this form appears earlier than slope
 .





ASM






abbreviation



1.
 
air-to-surface missile.




2.
 
assistant stage manager.













Asmara

 
/ˌasˈmerə /

 
Asmera






the capital of Eritrea; pop. 601,000 (est. 2007).









asocial

 
/āˈsōSHəl/






adjective




avoiding social interaction; inconsiderate of or hostile to others




•
 
the cat's independence has encouraged a view that it is asocial.



















Asoka

 
/əˈsōkə /

 
Ashoka






(died 
c.

 232 
BC

 ), emperor of India 
c.

 269–232 
BC

 . He converted to Buddhism and established it as the state religion.









Asoka pillar

 
Ashoka pillar





I.
 
the pillar of the Emperor Asoka with four lions on the capital, built at Sarnath in Uttar Pradesh to mark the spot where the Buddha publicly preached his doctrine, and adopted as a symbol by the government of India.







– origin

 
Asoka

 from Sanskrit 
aśoka

 .






asp

 
/asp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small southern European viper with an upturned snout.

[
Vipera aspis

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]




2.
 
another term for Egyptian cobra
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
aspis

 , from Greek.





ASP






abbreviation




application service provider, a company providing Internet access to software applications that would otherwise have to be installed on individual computers.













asparagine

 
/əˈsperəjēn əˈsperəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophilic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins.

[An amide of aspartic acid; chem. formula: CONH2
 CH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from asparagus
 (which contains it) + -ine
 4
 .






asparagus

 
/əˈsperəɡəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall plant of the lily family with fine feathery foliage, cultivated for its edible shoots.

[
Asparagus officinalis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]




2.
 
the tender young shoots of the asparagus, eaten as a vegetable and considered a delicacy.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
asparagos

 .





asparagus beetle






noun




a small, boldly marked leaf beetle whose adults and larvae feed on the leaves of asparagus.

[
Crioceris asparagi

 , family 
Chrysomelidae

 .]













asparagus fern

 
/əˈsperəɡəs fərn/






noun




a decorative indoor or greenhouse plant with feathery foliage, related to the edible asparagus.

[Genus 
Asparagus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. plumosus

 .]













aspartame

 
/ˈaspärˌtām/






noun




a very sweet substance used as an artificial sweetener, chiefly in low-calorie products. It is a derivative of aspartic acid and phenylalanine.













aspartic acid

 
/əˌspärtik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an acidic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins and also occurs in sugar cane. It is important in the metabolism of nitrogen in animals and also acts as a neurotransmitter.

[Chem. formula: COOHCH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





aspartate

 
/-tāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
aspartic

 from French 
aspartique

 , formed arbitrarily from Latin 
asparagus

 (see asparagus
 ).





ASPCA






abbreviation




American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.













aspect

 
/ˈaspekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular part or feature of something




•
 
the financial aspect can be overstressed.










2.
 
a specific way in which something can be considered




•
 
from every aspect, theirs was a changing world.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a particular appearance or quality




•
 
the air of desertion lent the place a sinister aspect




•
 
a man of decidedly foreign aspect.










4.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the positioning of a building or thing in a specified direction




•
 
a greenhouse with a southern aspect.










5.
 
the side of a building facing a particular direction




•
 
the front aspect of the hotel was unremarkable.










6.
 


[Astrology]

 a particular position of a planet or other celestial body relative to another, as measured by angular distance




•
 
the sun in Aries formed an adverse aspect with Uranus in Capricorn.










7.
 


[Grammar]

 a grammatical category or form that expresses the way in which time is denoted by the verb




•
 
the semantics of tense and aspect




•
 
four verbal aspects.







There are two aspects in English, the progressive or continuing aspect (expressing duration, typically using the auxiliary verb 
be

 with a form in 
-ing

 , as in 
I was reading a book

 ) and the perfect or perfective (expressing completed action, typically using the auxiliary verb 
have

 with a past participle, as in 
I have read the book

 ).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a planet) form an aspect with (another celestial body)




•
 
the sun is superbly aspected by your ruler Mars on the 19th.














III.
 
derivatives





aspectual

 
/aˈspek(t)SH(o͞o)əl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action or a way of looking at something): from Latin 
aspectus

 , from 
aspicere

 ‘look at,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to, at’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’





aspect ratio






noun



1.
 
the ratio of the width to the height of an image or screen.




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 the ratio of the span to the mean chord of an airfoil.














aspen

 
/ˈaspən/





I.
 
noun




a poplar tree with rounded, long-stalked, and typically coarsely toothed leaves that tremble in even a slight breeze.

[Genus 
Populus

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
quaking aspen

 (
P. tremuloides

 ) and 
bigtooth aspen

 (
P. grandidentata

 ) and the European 
P. tremula

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from dialect 
asp

 (in the same sense) + -en
 2
 , forming an adjective later used as a noun (late 16th cent).





Aspen

 
/ˈaspən/






a resort in south central Colorado; pop. 5,902 (est. 2008) A thriving recreational center, it is noted particularly for its skiing facilities.










Asperger's syndrome

 
/ˈaspərɡərz ˌsindrōm /

 
Asperger syndrome





I.
 
noun




a developmental disorder related to autism and characterized by higher than average intellectual ability coupled with impaired social skills and restrictive, repetitive patterns of interest and activities.











– origin

 named after Hans 
Asperger

 (1906–80), the Austrian psychiatrist who described the condition in 1944.





asperges

 
/əˈspərjəz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 the rite of sprinkling holy water at the beginning of the Mass, still used occasionally in Catholic churches.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 another term for aspergillum
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: the first word of the Latin (Vulgate) text of Psalms 51:9 (literally ‘thou shalt purge’), recited before Mass during the sprinkling of holy water.






aspergillosis

 
/ˌaspərjəˈlōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a condition in which certain fungi infect the tissues. It most commonly affects the lungs, owing to inhalation of spores from moldy hay, and is then informally called 
farmer's lung

 .

[The fungi that cause this condition are blackish molds of the genus 
Aspergillus

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Aspergillus

 , from aspergillum
 , + -osis
 .






aspergillum

 
/ˌaspərˈjiləm/





I.
 
noun




an implement for sprinkling holy water.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin.





asperity

 
/əˈsperədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
harshness of tone or manner




•
 
he pointed this out with some asperity.










2.
 
(
asperities

 )
 — harsh qualities or conditions




•
 
the asperities of a harsh and divided society.










3.
 
(usu. 
asperities

 )
 — a rough edge on a surface




•
 
the asperities of the metal surfaces.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘hardship, rigor’): from Old French 
asperite

 , or Latin 
asperitas

 , from 
asper

 ‘rough.’





aspermia

 
/āˈspərmēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 failure to produce semen, or absence of sperm in the semen.














asperse

 
/əˈspərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 attack or criticize the reputation or integrity of




•
 
he aspersed the place and its inhabitants.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘sprinkle or spatter with liquid’): from Latin 
aspers-

 ‘sprinkled,’ from the verb 
aspergere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
spargere

 ‘sprinkle.’





aspersion

 
/əˈspərZHən aˈspərSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
aspersions

 )


1.
 
an attack on the reputation or integrity of someone or something




•
 
I don't think anyone is 
casting aspersions on

 you.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the sprinkling of water, especially at baptism): from Latin 
aspersio(n-)

 , from 
aspergere

 (see asperse
 ).





asphalt

 
/ˈasfôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture of dark bituminous pitch with sand or gravel, used for surfacing roads, flooring, roofing, etc.




2.
 
the bituminous pitch used in making asphalt, sometimes found in natural deposits but usually made by the distillation of crude oil.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with asphalt.








III.
 
derivatives





asphaltic

 
/asˈfôltik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
asphalte

 , based on late Latin 
asphalton

 , 
asphaltum

 , from Greek 
asphalton

 .





asphalt jungle






noun




Variant of concrete jungle
 .













aspherical

 
/āˈsferək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of the surface of an optical lens) not spherical.








II.
 
derivatives





aspheric






adjective






















asphodel

 
/ˈasfəˌdel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Eurasian plant of the lily family, typically having long slender leaves and flowers borne on a spike.

[Genera 
Asphodelus

 and 
Asphodeline

 , family 
Liliaceae

 . See also bog asphodel
 .]




2.
 


‹literary›

 an immortal flower said to grow in the Elysian fields.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
asphodelos

 ; compare with daffodil
 .





asphyxia

 
/asˈfiksēə/





I.
 
noun




a condition arising when the body is deprived of oxygen, causing unconsciousness or death; suffocation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
asphyxial

 
/aˈsfiksēəl /






adjective













2.
 
asphyxiant

 
/aˈsfiksēənt /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘stopping of the pulse’): modern Latin, from Greek 
asphuxia

 , from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
sphuxis

 ‘pulse.’





asphyxiate

 
/əˈsfiksēˌāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be asphyxiated

 )


1.
 
kill (someone) by depriving them of air




•
 
they were asphyxiated by the carbon monoxide fumes




•
 


‹figurative›

 avoiding asphyxiating government control.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — die by asphyxiation




•
 
they slowly asphyxiated.



















asphyxiation

 
/əsˌfiksēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the state or process of being deprived of oxygen, which can result in unconsciousness or death; suffocation




•
 
the cause of death was asphyxiation.



















aspic

 
/ˈaspik/





I.
 
noun




a savory jelly made with meat stock, set in a mold and used to contain pieces of meat, seafood, or eggs




•
 
chicken in aspic




•
 


‹figurative›

 a world preserved in aspic, far removed from mass unemployment.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘asp,’ from the colors of the jelly as compared with those of the snake.





aspidistra

 
/ˌaspəˈdistrə/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous plant with broad tapering leaves, native to eastern Asia and often grown as a houseplant.

[Genus 
Aspidistra

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
aspis

 , 
aspid-

 ‘shield’ (because of the shape of the stigma), on the pattern of 
Tupistra

 , a related genus.





Aspie

 
/ˈaspē /

 

‹informal›


 
aspie





I.
 
noun




a person with Asperger's syndrome




•
 
a Michigan author and self-described Aspie.














II.
 
adjective




having or displaying characteristics of Asperger's syndrome




•
 
a deeper understanding of the Aspie way of mind can free you from many misconceptions




•
 
I'm quite Aspie.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of Asperger's syndrome
 .





aspirant

 
/ˈaspərənt əˈspīrənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) having ambitions to achieve something, typically to follow a particular career




•
 
an aspirant politician.














II.
 
noun




a person who has ambitions to achieve something




•
 
an 
aspirant to

 the throne.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
aspirant-

 ‘aspiring,’ from the verb 
aspirare

 (see aspire
 ).





aspirate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈaspəˌrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
aspirated

 )
 — 

[Phonetics]

 pronounce (a sound) with an exhalation of breath




•
 
the aspirated allophone of p occurs in “pie.”










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pronounce the sound 
h

 at the beginning of a word.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 draw (fluid) by suction from a vessel or cavity.




4.
 
breathe (something) in; inhale




•
 
some drowning victims don't aspirate any water.










5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
aspirated

 )
 — provide (an internal combustion engine) with air




•
 
the superchargers produce twice the power of standard aspirated engines.







See also normally aspirated
 .








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈasp(ə)rət /



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 an aspirated consonant.




2.
 
the sound 
h

 or a character used to represent this sound.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 matter that has been drawn from the body by aspiration




•
 
gastric aspirate




•
 
esophageal aspirates.














III.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈasp(ə)rət /



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 
‹rare›

 (of a sound) pronounced with an exhalation of breath; aspirated.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
aspiratus

 ‘breathed,’ past participle of 
aspirare

 (see aspire
 ).





aspiration

 
/ˌaspəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
aspirations

 )
 — a hope or ambition of achieving something




•
 
he had nothing tangible to back up his literary aspirations




•
 
the yawning gulf between aspiration and reality.










2.
 
the object of one's hope or ambition; a goal




•
 
fabrics and oriental rugs were my aspirations.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 the action or process of drawing breath.




4.
 
the action of drawing fluid by suction from a vessel or cavity.




5.
 


[Phonetics]

 the action of pronouncing a sound with an exhalation of breath.








II.
 
derivatives





aspirational

 
/ˌaspəˈrāSHənl ˌaspəˈrāSHnəl /






adjective





aspiration
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Latin 
aspiratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
aspirare

 (see aspire
 ).





aspirator

 
/ˈaspəˌrādər/






noun






[Medicine]

 an instrument or apparatus for aspirating fluid from a vessel or cavity.














aspire

 
/əˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct one's hopes or ambitions toward achieving something




•
 
we never thought that we might 
aspire to

 those heights




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
other people will aspire to be like you.










2.
 


‹literary›

 rise high; tower




•
 
above the domes of loftiest mosques, these pinnacles of death aspire.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
aspirer

 or Latin 
aspirare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’






aspirin

 
/ˈasp(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a synthetic compound used medicinally to relieve mild or chronic pain and to reduce fever and inflammation.

[Alternative name: 
acetylsalicylic acid

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OCOCH3
 )COOH.]




2.
 
(
pl.

 same or aspirins)
 — a tablet containing aspirin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
acetylierte Spirsäure

 ‘acetylated salicylic acid’ (the element 
Spir-

 being from the plant genus name 
Spiraea

 ).





aspiring

 
/əˈspī(ə)riNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
directing one's hopes or ambitions toward becoming a specified type of person




•
 
an aspiring artist.



















asportation

 
/ˌaspərˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹rare›

 the detachment, movement, or carrying away of property, considered an essential component of the crime of larceny.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
asportation-

 , from 
asportare

 ‘carry away.’





asprawl

 
/əˈsprôl/






adverb, adjective




sprawling


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he slipped on the greasy tiles and fell asprawl




•
 [as 
predic. adj.

 ]
 
she lay, legs and arms asprawl.




















asquint

 
/əˈskwint/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




with a glance to one side or from the corner of the eyes


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
a woman 
looked asquint at

 me.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + a Low German or Dutch word related to modern Dutch 
schuinte

 ‘slant.’





Asquith, Herbert Henry

 
/ˈaskwəTH/






1st Earl of Oxford and Asquith (1852–1928), British statesman; prime minister 1908–16.










ass1


 
/as/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hoofed mammal of the horse family with a braying call, typically smaller than a horse and with longer ears.

[Genus 
Equus

 , family 
Equidae

 : 
E. africanus

 of Africa, which is the ancestor of the domestic ass or donkey, and 
E. hemionus

 of Asia.]




2.
 
(in general use) a donkey.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish or stupid person




•
 
that ass of a young man.














II.
 
phrases





make an ass of oneself








‹informal›

 behave in a way that makes one look foolish or stupid




•
 
he is stewed and about to make an ass of himself.





















– origin

 Old English 
assa

 , from a Celtic word related to Welsh 
asyn

 , Breton 
azen

 , based on Latin 
asinus

 .






ass2


 
/as /

 


‹Brit.›

 arse





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a person's buttocks or anus.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid, irritating, or contemptible person.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 women regarded as a source of sexual gratification.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 oneself (used in phrases for emphasis)




•
 
get your ass in here fast




•
 
the bureaucrat who wants everything in writing so as to cover his ass.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bust one's ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 try very hard to do something.









2.
 
bust (or whip) someone's ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 beat someone in a fight or contest.









3.
 
chew (someone's) ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 reprimand severely.









4.
 
get your ass in (or into) gear






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 hurry




•
 
if you get your ass in gear, you can make it out of here tonight.















5.
 
get off one's ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 stop being lazy.









6.
 
haul (or drag or tear) ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 hurry or move fast




•
 
I just turn around and haul ass right out of there.















7.
 
kick (some) ass (or kick someone's ass)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 see kick
 1
 .









8.
 
kiss ass

 

‹N. Amer. vulgar slang›







see kiss
 .









9.
 
my ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 used to convey that one does not believe something that has just been said




•
 
sold out, my ass!















10.
 
not give (or care) a rat's ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 not care at all about something.









11.
 
not know one's ass from a hole in the ground (or from one's elbow)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 be totally ignorant or incompetent.









12.
 
a pain in the ass

 

‹N. Amer. vulgar slang›







see pain
 .









13.
 
a piece of ass

 

‹N. Amer. vulgar slang›







see piece
 .









14.
 
put (or have) someone's ass in a sling








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 get someone in trouble




•
 
you managed to put his ass in a sling along with your own.















15.
 
up your ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 used to express contempt for someone or something.









16.
 
you bet your ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 you can be very sure


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
you can bet your ass I'll go for it every time.


















III.
 
derivatives





assed

 
/ast /






adjective





















-ass





I.
 
combining form






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used in slang terms as an intensifier, often with depreciatory reference




•
 
smart-ass




•
 
lame-ass.

















– origin

 see ass
 2
 .





Assad, Hafiz al-

 
/äˈsäd, ˈäˌsäd/






(1930–2000), Syrian statesman; president 1971–2000. While in office, he ensured the strengthening of Syria's oil-based economy and suppressed political opposition such as the uprising of Muslim extremists (1979–82). He supported the coalition forces during the 1991 Gulf War. His son 
Bashar al-Assad

 (1965–) succeeded him in 2000.









assai

 
/äˈsī/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction after a tempo marking) very




•
 
allegro assai.

















– origin

 Italian, ‘very much.’






assail

 
/əˈsāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a concerted or violent attack on




•
 
the Scots army assailed Edward's army from the rear.










2.
 
(usu. 
be assailed

 )
 — (of an unpleasant feeling or physical sensation) come upon (someone) suddenly and strongly




•
 
she was assailed by doubts and regrets.










3.
 
criticize (someone) strongly.








II.
 
derivatives





assailable

 
/əˈsāləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
asaill-

 , stressed stem of 
asalir

 , from medieval Latin 
assalire

 , from Latin 
assilire

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
salire

 ‘to leap’; compare with assault
 .





assailant

 
/əˈsālənt/






noun




a person who physically attacks another.













Assam

 
/ˌaˈsam ˈaˌsam/






a state in northeastern India, much of which lies in the valley of the Brahmaputra River, noted for its production of tea; capital, Dispur.









Assamese

 
/ˌäsəˈmēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Assam.




2.
 
the Indic language, related to Bengali, that is the official language of Assam.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Assam, its people, or its language.














assassin

 
/əˈsasn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a murderer of an important person in a surprise attack for political or religious reasons.




2.
 
(
Assassin

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a member of the Nizari branch of Ismaili Muslims at the time of the Crusades, when the newly established sect ruled part of northern Persia (1094–1256). They were renowned as militant fanatics, and were popularly reputed to use hashish before going on murder missions.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from medieval Latin 
assassinus

 , from Arabic 
ḥašīšī

 ‘hashish eater.’





assassinate

 
/əˈsasnˌāt/





I.
 
verb




murder (an important person) in a surprise attack for political or religious reasons.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
assassinat-

 ‘killed,’ from the verb 
assassinare

 , from 
assassinus

 (see assassin
 ).





assassination

 
/əˌsasnˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of assassinating someone




•
 
the assassination of President Kennedy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a failed assassination attempt.




•
 
a wave of bombings and assassinations.



















assassin bug






noun




a long-legged predatory or bloodsucking bug that occurs chiefly in the tropics and feeds mainly on other arthropods. Some of those that bite humans can transmit microorganisms such as the one causing Chagas’ disease.

[Family 
Reduviidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : numerous species.]













Assateague Island

 
/ˌasətēɡ ˈīlənd/






a barrier island in southeastern Maryland and northeastern Virginia, on the Atlantic Ocean, noted for its wild ponies.










assault

 
/əˈsôlt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a physical attack on




•
 
he pleaded guilty to assaulting a police officer




•
 
she was sexually assaulted as a child.










2.
 
attack or bombard (someone or the senses) with something undesirable or unpleasant




•
 
her right ear was assaulted with a tide of music.










3.
 
carry out a military attack or raid on (an enemy position)




•
 
they left their strong position to assault the hill.










4.
 
rape.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a physical attack




•
 
his imprisonment for an 
assault on

 the film director




•
 
sexual assaults.










2.
 


[Law]

 an act, criminal or tortious, that threatens physical harm to a person, whether or not actual harm is done




•
 
he appeared in court charged with assault.










3.
 
a military attack or raid on an enemy position




•
 
troops began an 
assault on

 the city




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an assault boat.










4.
 
a strong verbal attack




•
 
the 
assault on

 the party's tax policies.










5.
 
a concerted attempt to do something demanding




•
 
a winter 
assault on

 Mt. Everest.














III.
 
derivatives





assaulter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
asaut

 (noun), 
assauter

 (verb), based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
saltare

 , frequentative of 
salire

 ‘to leap.’ Compare with assail
 .






assault and battery






noun






[Law]

 the crime of threatening a person together with the act of making physical contact with them.













assaultive

 
/əˈsôltiv/






adjective



1.
 
tending or likely to commit an assault




•
 
they found that assaultive men had abusive parents.










2.
 
extremely aggressive or forcefully assertive




•
 
his loud, assaultive playing style can leave you cowering.



















assault rifle






noun




a rapid-fire, magazine-fed automatic rifle designed for infantry use.














assay

 
/ˈaˌsā aˈsā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the testing of a metal or ore to determine its ingredients and quality




•
 
submission of plate for assay.










2.
 
a procedure for measuring the biochemical or immunological activity of a sample




•
 
each assay was performed in duplicate




•
 
the results of sequential assays of serum were analyzed




•
 
immunofluorescence assay.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
determine the content or quality of (a metal or ore).




2.
 
determine the biochemical or immunological activity of (a sample)




•
 
cell contents were 
assayed for

 enzyme activity.










3.
 
examine (something) in order to assess its nature




•
 
stepping inside, I quickly assayed the clientele.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 attempt




•
 
I assayed a little joke of mine on him.














III.
 
derivatives





assayer

 
/ˈasāər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘testing, or a test of, the merit of someone or something’): from Old French 
assai

 (noun), 
assaier

 (verb), variant of 
essai

 ‘trial,’ 
essayer

 ‘to try’ (see essay
 ).






ass-backwards






adverb, adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 backwards or in a contrary way.













ass bandit






noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a male homosexual sodomite or pederast.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an eager seducer of young women.













assclown

 
/ˈasˌkloun/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid or contemptible person.













assegai

 
/ˈasəˌɡī /

 
assagai





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender, iron-tipped, hardwood spear used chiefly by southern African peoples.




2.
 
(also 
assegai wood

 )
 — a South African tree of the dogwood family that yields hard timber.

[
Curtisia dentata

 , family 
Cornaceae

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wound or kill with an assegai.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
azagaie

 or Portuguese 
azagaia

 , from Arabic 
az-zaġāyah

 , from 
az

 , 
al

 ‘the’ + Berber 
zaġāyah

 ‘spear.’





assemblage

 
/əˈsemblij/






noun



1.
 
a collection or gathering of things or people




•
 
a wondrous assemblage of noble knights, cruel temptresses, and impossible loves.










2.
 
a machine or object made of pieces fitted together




•
 
some vast assemblage of gears and cogs.










3.
 
a work of art made by grouping found or unrelated objects.




4.
 
the action of gathering or fitting things together.














assemble

 
/əˈsembəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of people) gather together in one place for a common purpose




•
 
a crowd had assembled outside the gates.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (people or things) together for a common purpose




•
 
he assembled the surviving members of the group for a tour.










3.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
assembling

 )
 — 

[Entomology]

 (of male moths) gather for mating in response to a pheromone released by a female.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fit together the separate component parts of (a machine or other object)




•
 
a factory that assembled parts for trucks.










5.
 


[Computing]

 translate (a program) from assembly language into machine code.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
asembler

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
simul

 ‘together.’





assembler

 
/əˈsemblər/






noun



1.
 
a person who assembles a machine or its parts.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a program for converting instructions written in low-level symbolic code into machine code.




3.
 
another term for assembly language
 .













assembly

 
/əˈsemblē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people gathered together in one place for a common purpose




•
 
an assembly of scholars and poets.










2.
 
a group of people elected to make laws or decisions for a particular country or region, especially the lower legislative house in some US states




•
 
the Connecticut General Assembly.










3.
 
the action of gathering together as a group for a common purpose




•
 
a decree guaranteeing freedom of assembly.










4.
 
a regular gathering of the teachers and students of a school




•
 
catcalling occurred during the assembly.










5.
 
(usu. 
the assembly

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a signal for troops to assemble, given by drum or bugle.




6.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the action of fitting together the component parts of a machine or other object




•
 
a car assembly plant.










7.
 
a unit consisting of components that have been fitted together




•
 
the tail assembly of the aircraft.










8.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 the conversion of instructions in low-level code to machine code by an assembler.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
asemblé

 , feminine past participle of 
asembler

 (see assemble
 ).






assembly language

 
/əˈsemblē ˌlaNGɡwij/






noun






[Computing]

 a low-level symbolic code converted by an assembler.














assembly line

 
/əˈsemblē ˌlīn/






noun




a series of workers and machines in a factory by which a succession of identical items is progressively assembled




•
 
their latest economy car rolled off the assembly line last August




•
 


‹figurative›

 new teenage idols were pouring off the assembly line.







Compare with production line
 .













assemblyman

 
/əˈsemblēmən/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a person who is a member of a legislative assembly.













assembly point






noun




a location designated as the place for a group to meet or for people to gather in an emergency




•
 
there were three different assembly points for the demonstration




•
 
after calling the fire service the manager should proceed to the assembly point.



















assemblywoman

 
/əˈsemblēˌwo͝omən/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a woman who is a member of a legislative assembly.













assent

 
/əˈsent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of approval or agreement




•
 
a loud murmur of assent




•
 
he 
nodded assent

 .










2.
 
official agreement or sanction




•
 
the governor has power to withhold his assent from a bill.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express approval or agreement, typically officially




•
 
Roosevelt assented to the agreement




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Guest house, then,” Frank assented cheerfully.














III.
 
derivatives





assenter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
as(s)enter

 (verb), 
as(s)ente

 (noun), based on Latin 
assentiri

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
sentire

 ‘feel, think.’





assert

 
/əˈsərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
state a fact or belief confidently and forcefully


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the company asserts that the cuts will not affect development




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he asserted his innocence




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I don't know why she came,” he asserted.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause others to recognize (one's authority or a right) by confident and forceful behavior




•
 
the good librarian is able to assert authority when required.










3.
 
(
assert oneself

 )
 — behave or speak in a confident and forceful manner




•
 
it was time to assert himself.














II.
 
derivatives





asserter

 
/əˈsərdər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
asserere

 ‘claim, affirm,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
serere

 ‘to join.’





assertion

 
/əˈsərSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a confident and forceful statement of fact or belief


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
his 
assertion that

 his father had deserted the family.










2.
 
the action of stating something or exercising authority confidently and forcefully




•
 
the assertion of his legal rights.



















assertive

 
/əˈsərdiv/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a confident and forceful personality




•
 
patients should be more assertive with their doctors.














II.
 
derivatives





assertively

 
/əˈsərdivlē /






adverb





















assertiveness

 
/əˈsərdivnəs/






noun




confident and forceful behavior




•
 
she has difficulty standing up for herself, even when assertiveness may be warranted.



















asses

 
/ˈasəz/






plural form of as
 2
 , ass
 1
 , ass
 2
 .










assess

 
/əˈses/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evaluate or estimate the nature, ability, or quality of




•
 
the committee must assess the relative importance of the issues




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is difficult to assess whether this is a new trend.










2.
 
(usu. 
be assessed

 )
 — calculate or estimate the price or value of




•
 
the damage was assessed at $5 billion.










3.
 
set the value of a tax, fine, etc., for (a person or property) at a specified level




•
 
all empty properties will be 
assessed at

 50 percent.














II.
 
derivatives





assessable

 
/əˈsesəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
assesser

 , based on Latin 
assidere

 ‘sit by’ (in medieval Latin ‘levy tax’), from 
ad-

 ‘to, at’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’ Compare with assize
 .





assessment

 
/əˈsesmənt/






noun




the evaluation or estimation of the nature, quality, or ability of someone or something




•
 
the assessment of educational needs




•
 
he made a rapid assessment of the situation




•
 
assessments of market value.



















assessor






noun



1.
 
a person who evaluates the quality of a person or thing




•
 
the assessor interviews the candidates and observes them actually using the language.










2.
 
a person who calculates or estimates the price or value of something




•
 
loss assessors were beginning to get an idea of the extent of the damage




•
 
the county tax assessor had reported separate valuations for the buildings and the land.










3.
 
a person who is knowledgeable in a particular field and is called upon for advice, typically by a judge or committee of inquiry




•
 
the expert assessor recommended that the applicant have sole custody.



















asset

 
/ˈaset/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a useful or valuable thing, person, or quality




•
 
quick reflexes were his chief asset




•
 
the school is an 
asset to

 the community.










2.
 
(usu. 
assets

 )
 — property owned by a person or company, regarded as having value and available to meet debts, commitments, or legacies




•
 
growth in net assets




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
debiting the asset account.










3.
 
(
assets

 )
 — military equipment, such as planes, ships, communications and radar installations, employed or targeted in military operations.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the plural in the sense ‘sufficient estate to allow discharge of a will’): from an Anglo-Norman French legal term, from Old French 
asez

 ‘enough,’ based on Latin 
ad

 ‘to’ + 
satis

 ‘enough.’





asset-backed

 
/ˈaˌsitˌbakt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting securities having as collateral the return on a series of mortgages, credit agreements, or other forms of lending.













asset stripping

 
/ˈaˌset ˈstripiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of taking over a company in financial difficulties and selling each of its assets separately at a profit without regard for the company's future.








II.
 
derivatives





asset stripper

 
/ˈaˌset ˈstripər /






noun





















asseveration

 
/əˌsevəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the solemn or emphatic declaration or statement of something




•
 
I fear that you offer only unsupported asseveration




•
 
the dogmatic outlook marks many of his asseverations.














II.
 
derivatives





asseverate

 
/əˈsevəˌrāt /






verb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
asseveratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
asseverare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
severus

 ‘serious.’





asshat

 
/ˈashat/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid or contemptible person.














asshole

 
/ˈasˌhōl/






noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 the anus.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an irritating or contemptible person.













assibilate

 
/əˈsibəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Phonetics]

 pronounce (a sound) as a sibilant or affricate ending in a sibilant (e.g., sound 
t

 as 
ts

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





assibilation

 
/əˌsibəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
assibilat-

 ‘hissed at,’ from the verb 
assibilare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
sibilare

 ‘to hiss.’





assiduity

 
/ˌasəˈd(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
constant or close attention to what one is doing




•
 
the assiduity with which he could wear down his opponents.










2.
 
(
assiduities

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 constant attentions to someone.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
assiduitas

 , from 
assiduus

 ‘occupied with’ (see assiduous
 ).






assiduous

 
/əˈsijo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing great care and perseverance




•
 
she was 
assiduous in

 pointing out every feature.














II.
 
derivatives





assiduousness

 
/əˈsijo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
assiduus

 , from 
assidere

 ‘be engaged in doing’ (see assess
 ), + -ous
 .





assiduously

 
/əˈsijo͞oəslē/






adverb




with great care and perseverance




•
 
leaders worked assiduously to hammer out an action plan.




















assign

 
/əˈsīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
allocate (a job or duty)




•
 
Congress 
assigned

 the task 
to

 the agency




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
his leader assigned him this mission.










2.
 
appoint (someone) to a particular job, task, or organization




•
 
she has been 
assigned to

 a new job




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he was assigned to prosecute the case.










3.
 
designate or set (something) aside for a specific purpose




•
 
managers happily 
assign

 large sums of money 
to

 travel budgets.










4.
 
(
assign something to

 )
 — attribute something as belonging to




•
 
it is difficult to decide whether to assign the victory to Goodwin.










5.
 
transfer (legal rights or liabilities)




•
 
they will ask you to assign your rights against the airline.














II.
 
noun






[Law]

 another term for assignee
 (
sense

 1).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
assignable

 
/əˈsīnəb(ə)l /






adjective





assign
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb)













2.
 
assigner






noun













3.
 
assignor

 
/əˈsīnər /






noun





assign
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
asigner

 , 
assiner

 , from Latin 
assignare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
signare

 ‘to sign.’





assignation

 
/ˌasiɡˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an appointment to meet someone in secret, typically one made by lovers




•
 
his 
assignation with

 an older woman.










2.
 
the allocation or attribution of someone or something as belonging to something.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘command, appointment to office, or allotment of revenue’): via Old French from Latin 
assignatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
assignare

 (see assign
 ).





assignee

 
/əˌsīˈnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 a person to whom a right or liability is legally transferred.




2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 a person appointed to act for another.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
assigne

 , past participle of 
assigner

 ‘allot’ (see assign
 ).





assignment

 
/əˈsīnmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a task or piece of work assigned to someone as part of a job or course of study




•
 
a homework assignment.










2.
 
the allocation of a job or task to someone




•
 
the effective assignment of tasks.










3.
 
the task or post to which one has been appointed




•
 
his assignment was to the County Court




•
 
I was 
on assignment

 for a German magazine.










4.
 
the attribution of someone or something as belonging




•
 
the 
assignment

 of individuals 
to

 particular social positions.










5.
 
an act of making a legal transfer of a right, property, or liability




•
 
an assignment of leasehold property.










6.
 
a document effecting the legal transfer of a right or property.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
assignement

 , from medieval Latin 
assignamentum

 , from Latin 
assignare

 ‘allot’ (see assign
 ).





assimilate

 
/əˈsiməˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take in (information, ideas, or culture) and understand fully




•
 
Marie tried to assimilate the week's events.










2.
 
(usu. 
be assimilated

 )
 — absorb and integrate (people, ideas, or culture) into a wider society or culture




•
 
pop trends are 
assimilated into

 the mainstream with alarming speed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the converts were assimilated into the society of their conquerors.










3.
 
(usu. 
be assimilated

 )
 — (of the body or any biological system) absorb and digest (food or nutrients)




•
 
the sugars in the fruit are readily assimilated by the body.










4.
 
cause (something) to resemble; liken




•
 
philosophers had 
assimilated

 thought 
to

 perception.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come to resemble




•
 
the churches 
assimilated to

 a certain cultural norm.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 make (a sound) more like another in the same or next word.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
assimilable

 
/əˈsimələb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
assimilative

 
/əˈsiməˌlādiv əˈsimələdiv /






adjective













3.
 
assimilator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun













4.
 
assimilatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
assimilat-

 ‘absorbed, incorporated,’ from the verb 
assimilare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
similis

 ‘like.’





assimilation

 
/əˌsimiˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of taking in and fully understanding information or ideas




•
 
the assimilation of the knowledge of the Greeks.










2.
 
the absorption and integration of people, ideas, or culture into a wider society or culture




•
 
the 
assimilation

 of Italians 
into

 American society.










3.
 
the absorption and digestion of food or nutrients by the body or any biological system




•
 
nitrate assimilation usually takes place in leaves.










4.
 
the process of becoming similar to something




•
 
Watson was ready to work for the 
assimilation

 of Scots law 
to

 English law where he thought it was justified.










5.
 


[Phonetics]

 the fact of a sound being made more like another in the same or next word




•
 
when p is preceded by some Latin prefixes, it is doubled because of the assimilation of a consonant, as in 'apparent' (ad-parent)




•
 [as 
count noun

 ]
 
there are many assimilations and elisions of consonants and vowels.



















assimilationist

 
/əˌsiməˈlāSHənəst/






noun




a person who advocates or participates in racial or cultural integration


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the assimilationist policies of the right.



















Assiniboin

 
/əˈsinəboin /

 
Assiniboine





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living in southern Manitoba, but now living in Montana, Alberta, and Saskatchewan.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Assiniboin.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Assiniboin or their language.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Canadian French, from Ojibwa 
assini:pwa:n

 ‘stone Sioux,’ from 
assin

 ‘stone’ + 
pwa:n

 ‘Sioux.’





Assiniboine River

 
/əˌsinəboin ˈrivər/






a river in south central Canada that flows for 590 miles (950 km) from eastern Saskatchewan into Manitoba to join the Red River at Winnipeg.









Assisi1


 
/əˈsēsē əˈsēzē/






a town in the province of Umbria in central Italy; pop. 27,507 (2008). It is the birthplace of St. Francis, whose tomb is located there.









Assisi2


 
/əˈsēsē əˈsēzē/






see Clare of Assisi, St.










Assisi3


 
/əˈsēsē əˈsēzē/






see Francis of Assisi, St.











assist

 
/əˈsist/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
help (someone), typically by doing a share of the work




•
 
a senior academic would assist him in his work




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he assisted her to find employment




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
their presence would 
assist in

 keeping the peace.










2.
 
help by providing money or information




•
 
they were assisting police with their inquiries




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
funds to 
assist with

 capital investment.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be present as a helper or spectator




•
 
two midwives who 
assisted at

 a water birth.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an act of helping, typically by providing money




•
 
the budget must have an assist from tax policies.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (chiefly in ice hockey, basketball, or baseball) the act of touching the puck or ball in a play in which a teammate scores or an opposing batter is put out




•
 
he led the league with 14 outfield assists.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
assister






noun













2.
 
assistive






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
assister

 , from Latin 
assistere

 ‘take one's stand by,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to, at’ + 
sistere

 ‘take one's stand.’





assistance

 
/əˈsistəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the provision of money, resources, or information to help someone




•
 
plans offering financial 
assistance to

 employers




•
 
she will be glad to give advice and assistance.










2.
 
the action of helping someone with a job or task




•
 
the work was completed 
with the assistance of

 carpenters.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be of assistance






be of practical use or help




•
 
the guide will 
be of assistance to

 development groups.















2.
 
come to someone's assistance






act to help someone.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
assistentia

 , from Latin 
assistere

 (see assist
 ).





assistant

 
/əˈsistənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who ranks below a senior person




•
 
the managing director and his assistant




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an assistant manager.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a person who helps in particular work




•
 
a laboratory assistant.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
assistent-

 ‘taking one's stand beside,’ from the verb 
assistere

 (see assist
 ).





assistant professor






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a college teacher ranking immediately below an associate professor.













assistant referee






noun




another term for referee's assistant
 .













assistantship

 
/əˈsistəntˌSHip/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a paid academic appointment made to a graduate student that involves part-time teaching or research.













assisted dying






noun




the practice whereby a person suffering from a terminal illness or incurable condition is helped to take their own life, especially by means of lethal drugs provided by a doctor for the purpose




•
 
assisted dying is lawful in Switzerland and the Netherlands.



















assisted living






noun




housing for elderly or disabled people that provides nursing care, housekeeping, and prepared meals as needed


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an assisted living facility.



















assisted suicide

 
/əˈsistid ˈso͞oəˌsīd/






noun




the suicide of a patient suffering from an incurable disease, effected by the taking of lethal drugs provided by a doctor for this purpose.














assize

 
/əˈsīz/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
assizes

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 a court that formerly sat at intervals in each county of England and Wales to administer the civil and criminal law. In 1972 the civil jurisdiction of assizes was transferred to the High Court, and the criminal jurisdiction to the Crown Court.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
assise

 , feminine past participle of 
asseeir

 ‘sit, settle, assess,’ from Latin 
assidere

 (see assess
 ).





ass-kicking






adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 forceful or aggressive.














ass-kissing

 
/ˈasˌkisiNG/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 the use of compliments, flattery, or other obsequious behavior in order to gain favor.








II.
 
derivatives





ass-kisser

 
/ˈasˌkisər /






noun





















ass-licking

 

‹vulgar slang›







another term for ass-kissing
 .









assload

 
/ˈaslōd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a large number or amount of something.













assn.






abbreviation




association.













Assoc.






abbreviation



1.
 
Associate.




2.
 
(as part of a title) Association.














associate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈsōsēˌāt əˈsōSHēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
connect (someone or something) with something else in one's mind




•
 
I 
associated

 wealth 
with

 freedom.










2.
 
(usu. 
be associated

 )
 — connect (something) with something else because they occur together or one produces another




•
 
the environmental problems 
associated with

 nuclear waste.










3.
 
(
associate oneself with

 )
 — allow oneself to be connected with or seen to be supportive of




•
 
I cannot associate myself with some of the language used.










4.
 
(
be associated with

 )
 — be involved with




•
 
she has been associated with the project from the first.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — meet or have dealings with someone commonly regarded with disapproval




•
 
they are at risk of 
associating with

 criminals.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/əˈsōSHēət /



1.
 
a partner or colleague in business or at work




•
 
he arranged for a close associate to take control of the institute.










2.
 
a companion or friend




•
 
his old friend and hearty associate.










3.
 
a person with limited or subordinate membership in an organization.




4.
 
a person who holds an academic degree conferred by a junior college (only in titles or set expressions)




•
 
an associate's degree in science




•
 
an Associate of Arts.










5.
 


[chiefly Psychology]

 a concept connected with another.








III.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈsōSHēət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
joined or connected with an organization or business




•
 
an associate company.










2.
 
denoting shared function or membership but with a lesser status




•
 
the associate director of the academy.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
associability

 
/əˌsōSH(ē)əˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
associable

 
/əˈsōSH(ē)əbəl /






adjective













3.
 
associateship

 
/əˈsōsēətˌSHip əˈsōSHēətˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘join with in a common purpose’; as an adjective in the sense ‘allied’): from Latin 
associat-

 ‘joined,’ from the verb 
associare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
socius

 ‘sharing, allied.’





associated

 
/əˈsōsēˌādid əˈsōSHēˌādid/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or thing) connected with something else




•
 
two associated events.










2.
 
(of a company) connected or amalgamated with another company or companies.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of liquids) in which the molecules are held together by hydrogen bonding or other weak interaction.













Associated Press

 
AP






an international news agency based in New York City.









Associate of Arts

 
AA
 , Associate's degree






noun




a degree granted after a two-year course of study, especially by a community or junior college.













associate professor






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an academic ranking immediately below full professor.













association

 
/əˌsōsēˈāSH(ə)n əˌsōSHēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
assn.

 )
 — (often in names) a group of people organized for a joint purpose




•
 
the National Association of Broadcasters.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 a plant community defined by a characteristic group of dominant plant species.




3.
 
a connection or cooperative link between people or organizations




•
 
he developed a close 
association with

 the university




•
 
the program was promoted 
in association with

 the Department of Music.










4.
 
the action or state of becoming a member of an organization with subordinate status


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Slovenia signed association agreements with the European Union.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 the linking of molecules through hydrogen bonding or other interaction short of full bond formation.




6.
 
(usu. 
associations

 )
 — a mental connection between ideas or things




•
 
the word bureaucracy has unpleasant associations.










7.
 
the action of making a mental connection




•
 
the association of alchemy with “hieroglyphics” and “cabala.”










8.
 
the fact of occurring with something else; co-occurrence




•
 
cases of cancer found 
in association with

 colitis.














II.
 
derivatives





associational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘uniting in a common purpose’): from medieval Latin 
associatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
associare

 ‘to unite, ally’ (see associate
 ).





association area






noun






[Anatomy]

 a region of the cortex of the brain that connects sensory and motor areas, and that is thought to be concerned with higher mental activities.














Association football





I.
 
noun




more formal term for soccer
 .











– origin

 so called because it is played according the rules of the Football 
Association

 .





associationism

 
/əsōsēˈāSHnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a theory in philosophy or psychology that regards the simple association or co-occurrence of ideas or sensations as the primary basis of meaning, thought, or learning.








II.
 
derivatives





associationist






noun, adjective





















Association of Southeast Asian Nations

 
ASEAN






a regional organization intended to promote economic cooperation and now comprising the countries of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, Burma (Myanmar), and Cambodia.









associative

 
/əˈsōSHēˌādiv əˈsōsēˌādiv əˈsōSH(ē)ədiv əˈsōsēədiv/






adjective



1.
 
of or involving the action of associating ideas or things




•
 
an associative, nonlinear mode of thought.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 of or denoting computer storage in which items are identified by content rather than by address.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 involving the condition that a group of quantities connected by operators gives the same result whatever their grouping, as long as their order remains the same, e.g., (
a

 × 
b

 ) × 
c

 = 
a

 × (
b

 × 
c

 ).













associative memory






noun






[Computing]

 a memory capable of determining whether a given datum (the search word) is contained in one of its addresses or locations.













assonance

 
/ˈasənəns/





I.
 
noun




in poetry, the repetition of the sound of a vowel or diphthong in nonrhyming stressed syllables near enough to each other for the echo to be discernible (e.g., 
penitence

 , 
reticence

 ).

Compare with alliteration
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
assonant

 
/ˈas(ə)nənt /






adjective













2.
 
assonate

 
/ˈasəˌnāt /






verb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
assonare

 ‘respond to,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
sonare

 (from 
sonus

 ‘sound’).





assort

 
/əˈsôrt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Genetics]

 (of genes or characters) become distributed among cells or progeny.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 place in a group; classify




•
 
he would 
assort

 it 
with

 the fabulous dogs as a monstrous invention.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
assorter

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
sorte

 ‘sort, kind.’





assortative

 
/əˈsôrdədiv/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or involving the preferential mating of animals or marrying of people with similar characteristics.













assorted

 
/əˈsôrdəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of various sorts put together; miscellaneous




•
 
bowls in assorted colors.



















assortment

 
/əˈsôrtmənt/






noun




a miscellaneous collection of things or people




•
 
the room was filled with 
an assortment of

 clothes.



















ASSR






abbreviation






‹historical›

 Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.













Asst.






abbreviation




Assistant.













assuage

 
/əˈswāj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an unpleasant feeling) less intense




•
 
the letter assuaged the fears of most members.










2.
 
satisfy (an appetite or desire)




•
 
an opportunity occurred to assuage her desire for knowledge.














II.
 
derivatives





assuagement






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
assouagier

 , 
asouagier

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ (expressing change) + 
suavis

 ‘sweet.’





As Sulaymaniyah

 
/ˌäs ˌso͞olīməˈnēyə/






variant form of Sulaymaniyah
 .










assume

 
/əˈso͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suppose to be the case, without proof




•
 
you're afraid of what people are going to assume about me




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is reasonable to assume that such changes have significant social effects




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
they were assumed to be foreign.










2.
 
take or begin to have (power or responsibility)




•
 
he assumed full responsibility for all organizational work.










3.
 
seize (power or control)




•
 
the rebels assumed control of the capital.










4.
 
take on (a specified quality, appearance, or extent)




•
 
militant activity had assumed epidemic proportions.










5.
 
take on or adopt (a manner or identity), sometimes falsely




•
 
Oliver assumed an expression of penitence




•
 
she puts on a disguise, assumes a different persona, and cruises the squalid bars on the bad side of town




•
 (as 
adj.

 
assumed

 )
 
a man living under 
an assumed name

 .














II.
 
derivatives





assumedly

 
/-midlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
assumere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
sumere

 ‘take.’





assuming

 
/əˈso͞omiNG/





I.
 
conjunction




used for the purpose of argument to indicate a premise on which a statement can be based




•
 


assuming that

 the treaty is ratified, what is its relevance?














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 arrogant or presumptuous.













assumption

 
/əˈsəm(p)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is accepted as true or as certain to happen, without proof




•
 
they made certain assumptions about the market




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
we're working on the assumption that the time of death was after midnight.










2.
 
the action of taking or beginning to take power or responsibility




•
 
the assumption of an active role in regional settlements.










3.
 
(
Assumption

 )
 — the reception of the Virgin Mary bodily into heaven. This was formally declared a doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church in 1950.

See also Dormition
 .




4.
 
the feast in honor of this, celebrated on August 15.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 arrogance or presumption.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3): from Old French 
asompsion

 or Latin 
assumptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
assumere

 (see assume
 ).





assumptive

 
/əˈsəm(p)tiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 of the nature of an assumption.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 apt to seize something for oneself.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘taken, adopted’): from Latin 
assumptivus

 , from the verb 
assumere

 (see assume
 ).





assurance

 
/əˈSHo͝orəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a positive declaration intended to give confidence; a promise


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he 
gave an assurance that

 work would not recommence until Wednesday.










2.
 
confidence or certainty in one's own abilities




•
 
she drove with assurance.










3.
 
certainty about something




•
 
the crowd’s assurance of Joe’s guilt.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 insurance, specifically life insurance.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, from 
assurer

 ‘assure.’






assure

 
/əˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — tell someone something positively or confidently to dispel any doubts they may have


[with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]


•
 
Tony assured me that there was a supermarket in the village




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I quite understand,” Mrs. Lewis assured her




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they 
assured

 him 
of

 their full confidence.










2.
 
make (someone) sure of something




•
 
you would be assured of a fine welcome




•
 
she 
assured herself

 that he was asleep.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) certain to happen




•
 
victory was now assured




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
their influence assured that the report would be tough.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 cover (a person) with life insurance.




5.
 
secure the future payment of (an amount) with insurance.








II.
 
derivatives





assurer

 
/əˈSHo͝orər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
assurer

 , based on Latin 
ad-

 ‘to’ (expressing change) + 
securus

 (see secure
 ).





assured

 
/əˈSHo͝ord/






adjective



1.
 
confident




•
 
“Certainly not,” was her assured reply.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — protected against discontinuance or change




•
 
an assured tenancy.



















assuredly

 
/əˈSHo͝or(ə)dlē/






adverb



1.
 
confidently




•
 
he relates the story to his comrades, saying assuredly that they will be moving the next day.










2.
 [as 
sentence adverb

 ]


a.
 
used to express the speaker's certainty that something is true




•
 
potted roses will most assuredly not survive winter without protection.























Assyria

 
/əˈsirēə/






an ancient country in what is now northern Iraq. From the early part of the 2nd millennium 
BC

 , Assyria was the center of a succession of empires.









Assyrian

 
/əˈsirēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of ancient Assyria.




2.
 
the language of ancient Assyria, a dialect of Akkadian.




3.
 
a dialect of Aramaic still spoken by a group of people of mainly Christian faith living in the mountains of Syria, northern Iraq, and surrounding regions.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to ancient Assyria or its language.




2.
 
relating to or denoting modern Assyrian or its speakers.













Assyriology

 
/əˌsirēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the language, history, and antiquities of ancient Assyria.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Assyriological

 
/əˌsi(ə)rēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
Assyriologist

 
/əˌsirēˈäləjəst /






noun





















AST






abbreviation




Atlantic Standard Time (see Atlantic time
 ).













astable

 
/āˈstābəl/






adjective






[chiefly Electronics]

 of or relating to a system or electric circuit that oscillates spontaneously between unstable states.













Astaire, Fred

 
/əˈste(ə)r/






(1899–1987), US dancer, singer, and actor; born 
Frederick Austerlitz

 . He starred in a number of movie musicals, including 
Top Hat

 (1935) and 
Shall We Dance?

 (1937) with Ginger Rogers and 
Easter Parade

 (1948) with Judy Garland.









Astana

 
/asˈtänə/






the capital of Kazakhstan (since 1998); pop. 550,400 (est. 2006). Formerly called 
Aqmola

 and, earlier, 
Tselinograd

 .









Astarte

 
/əˈstärdē /

 

‹Mythology›







a Phoenician goddess of fertility and sexual love who corresponds to the Babylonian and Assyrian goddess Ishtar and who became identified with the Egyptian Isis, the Greek Aphrodite, and others.









astatic

 
/āˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not keeping a steady position or direction, in particular




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a system or instrument) consisting of or employing a combination of magnets suspended in a uniform magnetic field on a single wire or thread in such a way that no torque is present (e.g., to minimize the effect of the earth's magnetic field).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
astatos

 ‘unstable’ + -ic
 .





astatine

 
/ˈastəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
At

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 85, a radioactive member of the halogen group. Astatine was first produced by bombarding bismuth with alpha particles, and it occurs in traces in nature as a decay product.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
astatos

 ‘unstable’ + -ine
 4
 .





aster

 
/ˈastər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the daisy family that has bright rayed flowers, typically of purple or pink.

[Genus 
Aster

 , family 
Compositae

 : numerous species, many of which bloom in autumn, including the wild purple 
New England aster

 (
A. novae-angliae

 ). See also China aster
 .]




2.
 


[Biology]

 a star-shaped structure formed during division of the nucleus of an animal cell.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the Greek sense): via Latin from Greek 
astēr

 ‘star.’






-aster





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting poor quality




•
 
criticaster




•
 
poetaster.










3.
 


[Botany]

 denoting incomplete resemblance




•
 
oleaster.

















– origin

 from Latin.





asterisk

 
/ˈastəˌrisk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symbol (*) used to mark printed or written text, typically as a reference to an annotation or to stand for omitted matter.




2.
 
a thing resembling a star in shape




•
 
soft asterisks of pollen.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
asterisked

 )


1.
 
mark (printed or written text) with an asterisk




•
 
asterisked entries.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
asteriskos

 ‘small star,’ diminutive of 
astēr

 . / 
usage:

 Even though 
asterisk

 does not look like a tricky word to pronounce, it can be problematic. In both its singular and plural forms, it is often mispronounced as if it ends with 
-rix

 . Pronounced correctly, it ends with a 
-risk

 sound when singular and 
-risks

 when plural.





asterism

 
/ˈastəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a prominent pattern or group of stars, typically having a popular name but smaller than a constellation.




2.
 
a group of three asterisks (⁂) drawing attention to following text.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
asterismos

 , from 
astēr

 ‘star.’





astern

 
/əˈstərn/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
behind or toward the rear of a ship or aircraft




•
 
the engine rooms lay astern.










2.
 
(of a ship) backward




•
 
the lifeboat was carried astern by the tide.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from a-
 2
 (expressing position or direction) + stern
 2
 .






asteroid

 
/ˈastəˌroid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small rocky body orbiting the sun. Large numbers of these, ranging in size from nearly 600 miles (1,000 km) across (Ceres) to dust particles, are found (as the 
asteroid belt

 ) especially between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter, though some have more eccentric orbits, and a few pass close to the earth or enter the atmosphere as meteors.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 an echinoderm of the class 
Asteroidea

 ; a starfish.








II.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 relating to echinoderms of the class 
Asteroidea

 .








III.
 
derivatives





asteroidal

 
/ˌastəˈroidl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
asteroeidēs

 ‘starlike,’ from 
astēr

 ‘star.’





Asteroidea

 
/ˌastəˈroidēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of echinoderms that comprises the starfishes.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
asteroeidēs

 ‘starlike,’ from 
astēr

 ‘star.’






asthenia

 
/asˈTHēnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal physical weakness or lack of energy.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
astheneia

 , from 
asthenēs

 ‘weak.’





asthenic

 
/asˈTHenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to, involving, or suffering from asthenia.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
asthenikos

 , from 
asthenēs

 ‘weak.’





asthenosphere

 
/asˈTHenəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the upper layer of the earth's mantle, below the lithosphere, in which there is relatively low resistance to plastic flow and convection is thought to occur.








II.
 
derivatives





asthenospheric

 
/asˌTHenəˈsfi(ə)rik, -ˈsferik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
asthenēs

 ‘weak’ + sphere
 .






asthma

 
/ˈazmə/





I.
 
noun




a respiratory condition marked by spasms in the bronchi of the lungs, causing difficulty in breathing. It usually results from an allergic reaction or other forms of hypersensitivity.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
asma

 , from Greek 
asthma

 , from 
azein

 ‘breathe hard.’





asthmatic

 
/azˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or suffering from asthma.








II.
 
noun




a person who suffers from asthma.








III.
 
derivatives





asthmatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
asthmatikos

 , from 
asthma

 (see asthma
 ).





asthtanga

 
/asˈtäNGə/






noun




variant spelling of ashtanga
 .













Asti

 
/ˈästē/






noun



1.
 
a white wine from the Italian province of Asti and neighboring parts of Piedmont.




2.
 
a light sparkling wine from the region of Asti.














astigmatism

 
/əˈstiɡməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




a defect in the eye or in a lens caused by a deviation from spherical curvature, which results in distorted images, as light rays are prevented from meeting at a common focus.








II.
 
derivatives





astigmatic

 
/ˌastiɡˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
stigma

 ‘point’ + -ism
 .





astilbe

 
/əˈstilbē/





I.
 
noun




an Old World plant of the saxifrage family, with plumes of tiny white, pink, or red flowers.

[Genus 
Astilbe

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
stilbē

 , feminine of 
stilbos

 ‘glittering’ (because the individual flowers are small and inconspicuous).





astir

 
/əˈstər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
in a state of excited movement




•
 
the streets are all astir.










2.
 
awake and out of bed




•
 
he woke before anyone else was astir.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + the noun stir
 1
 .





Asti Spumante

 
/ˌästē sp(y)o͞oˈmän(t)ē/






noun




former term for Asti
 (
sense

 2).













Aston, Francis William

 
/ˈastən/






(1877–1945), English physicist. He invented the mass spectrograph (with J. J. Thomson) and eventually discovered many of the 287 naturally occurring isotopes of nonradioactive elements. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1922).










astonish

 
/əˈstäniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surprise or impress (someone) greatly




•
 
you never fail to astonish me




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
it astonished her that Mrs. Browning could seem so anxious.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as 
astonished

 , in the sense ‘stunned, bewildered, dismayed’): from obsolete 
astone

 ‘stun, stupefy,’ from Old French 
estoner

 , based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
tonare

 ‘to thunder.’





astonished

 
/əˈstänəSHt/






adjective




greatly surprised or impressed; amazed




•
 
he was 
astonished at

 the change in him




•
 
an astonished expression on her face.



















astonishing

 
/əˈstänəSHiNG/






adjective




extremely surprising or impressive; amazing




•
 
an astonishing achievement




•
 
I find it astonishing that they ever thought it could work.



















astonishingly

 
/əˈstäniSHiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
extremely surprisingly or impressively




•
 
this recording is, if anything, even more astonishingly played




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
some of the best food is astonishingly cheap.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express surprise at an event or situation




•
 
astonishingly, the novel is still selling 7,600 copies a year.



















astonishment

 
/əˈstäniSHmənt/






noun




great surprise




•
 
she looked at him 
in astonishment

 .



















Astor, John Jacob

 
/ˈastər/






(1763–1848), US merchant; born in Germany. He immigrated to the US in 1784 and made a fortune in the fur trade and in real estate.









Astor, Nancy






Viscountess (1879–1964), British politician, born in the US; born 
Nancy Witcher Langhorne

 . She became the first woman to sit in the House of Commons when she succeeded her husband as a member of Parliament.









Astoria

 
/əˈstôrēə/





I.
 
a city in northwestern Oregon, near the mouth of the Columbia River on the Pacific coast; pop. 9,851 (est. 2008). In the 19th century it was a noted fur-trading center.




II.
 
a section of northwestern Queens in New York City, noted for its large Greek-American population.









astound

 
/əˈstound/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shock or greatly surprise




•
 
her bluntness astounded him.

















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘stunned’): from 
astoned

 , past participle of obsolete 
astone

 (see astonish
 ).





astounding

 
/əˈstoundiNG/






adjective




surprisingly impressive or notable




•
 
the summit offers astounding views.



















astoundingly

 
/əˈstoundiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
surprisingly impressively or notably




•
 
both cars handle competently and precisely, if not astoundingly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an astoundingly good performance.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express surprise at a situation or event




•
 
astoundingly, even after all these centuries something of his effort survives.



















astraddle

 
/əˈstradl/





I.
 
preposition




with the legs stretched widely on each side of




•
 
policemen sitting astraddle motorcycles.














II.
 
adjective, adverb




with the legs stretched widely on each side.













Astraea

 
/aˈstrēə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an asteroid discovered in 1845, with a diameter of 78 miles (125 km).







– origin

 from the name of a Roman goddess associated with justice.





astragal

 
/ˈastrəɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a convex molding or wooden strip across a surface or separating panels, typically semicircular in cross-section.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a small semicircular molding around the top or bottom of a column.




3.
 
a wooden molding that covers the gap between a pair of doors or casement windows.




4.
 
a glazing bar, typically one used in cabinetmaking.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from astragalus
 , partly via French 
astragale

 .






astragalus

 
/əˈstraɡələs/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Zoology]

 another term for talus
 1
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
astragalos

 ‘ankle bone, molding,’ also the name of a vetch.





astrakhan

 
/ˈastrəkən ˈastrəˌkan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dark curly fleece of young karakul lambs from central Asia


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an astrakhan collar.










2.
 
a cloth imitating this.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after the city of Astrakhan
 in Russia, from which the fleeces were exported.






Astrakhan

 
/ˈastrəˌkan, -kən/






a city in southern Russia, on the delta of the Volga River; pop. 503,100 (est. 2008).









astral

 
/ˈastrəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, connected with, or resembling the stars




•
 
astral navigation.










2.
 
of or relating to a supposed nonphysical realm of existence to which various psychic and paranormal phenomena are ascribed, and in which the physical human body is said to have a counterpart.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
astralis

 , from 
astrum

 ‘star.’






astray

 
/əˈstrā/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
away from the correct path or direction




•
 
we went astray but a man redirected us.










2.
 
into error or morally questionable behavior




•
 
he was led astray by boozy colleagues.














II.
 
phrases





go astray






(of an object) become lost or mislaid




•
 
the money had gone astray.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘distant from the correct path’): from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
estraie

 , past participle of 
estraier

 , based on Latin 
extra

 ‘out of bounds’ + 
vagari

 ‘wander.’





astride

 
/əˈstrīd/






preposition



1.
 
with a leg on each side of




•
 
he was 
sitting astride

 the bike




•
 
a figure astride a horse




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he sat on the chair astride.










2.
 
extending across




•
 
the port 
stands astride

 an international route




•
 
why do people build their dream homes astride some seismic fault?










3.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — with legs apart




•
 
he stood, legs astride.



















astringent

 
/əˈstrinjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing the contraction of body tissues, typically of the skin




•
 
an astringent skin lotion.










2.
 
sharp or severe in manner or style




•
 
her astringent words had their effect.










3.
 
(of taste or smell) sharp or bitter




•
 
an astringent smell of rotting apples.














II.
 
noun




a substance that causes the contraction of body tissues, typically used to protect the skin and to reduce bleeding from minor abrasions.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
astringency

 
/əˈstrinj(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
astringently






adverb





astringent
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
astringent-

 ‘pulling tight,’ from the verb 
astringere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
stringere

 ‘bind, pull tight.’






astro-

 
/ˈastrō/





I.
 
combining form




relating to the stars, celestial objects, or outer space




•
 
astrocompass




•
 
astrophysics




•
 
astrochemistry




•
 
astrophotography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
astron

 ‘star.’






astroarchaeology

 
/ˌastrōˌärkēˈäləjē/






noun




another term for archaeoastronomy
 .













astrobiology

 
/ˌastrōbīˈäləjē/






noun




the branch of biology concerned with the study of life on earth and in space.













astrobleme

 
/ˈastrəˌblēm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an eroded remnant of a large crater made by the impact of a meteorite or comet.











– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
astron

 ‘star’ + 
blēma

 ‘wound.’





astrochemistry

 
/ˌastrōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the chemical substances and species occurring in stars and interstellar space.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
astrochemical

 
/-kəl /






adjective













2.
 
astrochemist

 
/ˈastrōˌkemist /






noun





















astrocompass

 
/ˈastrōˌkəmpəs, -ˌkäm-/






noun




an instrument designed to indicate direction with respect to the stars.













astrocyte

 
/ˈastrəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a star-shaped glial cell of the central nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives





astrocytic

 
/ˌastrəˈsitik /






adjective





















astrodome

 
/ˈastrəˌdōm/






noun



1.
 
a domed window in an aircraft for astronomical observations.




2.
 
(
the Astrodome

 )
 — 

(chiefly US)

 an enclosed stadium in Houston with a domed roof.













astrogation

 
/ˌastrəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) navigation in outer space.








II.
 
derivatives





astrogator

 
/ˈastrəˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: blend of astro-
 and navigation
 .





astroid

 
/ˈastroid/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a hypocycloid with four cusps (like a square with concave sides).













astrolabe

 
/ˈastrəˌlāb/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 an instrument formerly used to make astronomical measurements, typically of the altitudes of celestial bodies, and in navigation for calculating latitude, before the development of the sextant. In its basic form (known from classical times), it consists of a disk with the edge marked in degrees and a pivoted pointer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
astrelabe

 , from medieval Latin 
astrolabium

 , from Greek 
astrolabon

 , neuter of 
astrolabos

 ‘star-taking.’





astrologer

 
/əˈsträləjər /

 
astrologist






noun




a person who uses astrology to tell others about their character or to predict their future




•
 
he was advised by astrologers to delay his departure.



















astrological

 
/ˌastrəˈläjikl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to astrology




•
 
the astrological sign of Taurus.














II.
 
derivatives





astrologically






adverb





















astrology

 
/əˈsträləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the movements and relative positions of celestial bodies interpreted as having an influence on human affairs and the natural world.

Ancient observers of the heavens developed elaborate systems of explanation based on the movements of the sun, moon, and planets through the constellations of the zodiac, for predicting events and for casting horoscopes. By 1700 astrology had lost intellectual credibility in the West, but continued to have popular appeal. Modern astrology is based on that of the Greeks, but other systems are extant, notably those of China and India.








II.
 
derivatives





astrologist

 
/əˈsträləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
astrologie

 , from Latin 
astrologia

 , from Greek, from 
astron

 ‘star.’ The term (in full 
natural astrology

 ) originally denoted the practical uses of astronomy, applied in the measurement of time and the prediction of natural phenomena. The current sense (in full 
judicial astrology

 , relating to human affairs) dates from the mid 16th cent.





astrometric binary

 
/ˌastrōˈmetrik ˈbīnərē/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a binary star system in which one companion is invisible, but is known to be present from its effect on measurements relating to the other.













astrometry

 
/əˈsträmətrē/





I.
 
noun




the measurement of the positions, motions, and magnitudes of stars.








II.
 
derivatives





astrometric

 
/ˌastrōˈmetrik /






adjective






















astronaut

 
/ˈastrəˌnôt/





I.
 
noun




a person who is trained to travel in a spacecraft.








II.
 
derivatives





astronautical

 
/ˌastrəˈnôdək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from astro-
 , on the pattern of 
aeronaut

 and 
aquanaut

 .





astronautics

 
/ˌastrəˈnôdiks/






noun




the science and technology of human space travel and exploration.













astronavigation

 
/ˌastrōˌnavəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




determination of the position and course of an aircraft or a spacecraft by means of observation of the stars.








II.
 
derivatives





astronavigator

 
/-ˈnaviˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from astro-
 + navigation
 .





astronomer

 
/əˈstränəmər/






noun




an expert in or student of astronomy.













astronomical

 
/ˌastrəˈnämək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to astronomy.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of an amount) extremely large




•
 
he wanted an astronomical fee.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
astronomic

 
/ˌastrəˈnämik /






adjective





astronomical
 (
sense

 2)













2.
 
astronomically

 
/ˈˌastrəˈnämək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
astronomikos

 , from 
astronomia

 (see astronomy
 ).





astronomical unit

 
AU






noun






[Astronomy]

 a unit of measurement equal to 149.6 million kilometers, the mean distance from the center of the earth to the center of the sun.














astronomy

 
/əˈstränəmē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with celestial objects, space, and the physical universe as a whole.

In ancient times, observation of the sun, moon, stars, and planets formed the basis of timekeeping and navigation. Astronomy was greatly furthered by the invention of the optical telescope, but modern observations are made in all parts of the spectrum, including X-ray and radio frequencies, using terrestrial and orbiting instruments and space probes.











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting astrology): from Old French 
astronomie

 , from Latin 
astronomia

 , from Greek, from 
astronomos

 (adjective) ‘star-arranging.’





astrophotography

 
/ˌastrōfəˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the use of photography in astronomy; the photographing of celestial objects and phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
astrophotographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
astrophotographic

 
/-ˌfōtəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















astrophysicist

 
/ˌastrōˈfizisəst/






noun




an expert in or student of astrophysics.













astrophysics

 
/ˌastrōˈfiziks/





I.
 
noun




the branch of astronomy concerned with the physical nature of stars and other celestial bodies, and the application of the laws and theories of physics to the interpretation of astronomical observations.








II.
 
derivatives





astrophysical

 
/ˌastrōˈfizək(ə)l /






adjective





















AstroTurf

 
/ˈastrōˌtərf/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an artificial grass surface, used for athletic fields.











– origin

 1960s: from astrodome
 (
sense

 1), where it was first used, + turf
 .





Asturian

 
/aˈsto͝orēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Spanish region of Asturias, its inhabitants, or the language spoken there




•
 
I did a wonderful walk along the Asturian coast.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the language of the Spanish region of Asturias




•
 
slogans translated into Spanish and Asturian.










2.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Spanish region of Asturias




•
 
the Asturian had already shown his ability against Barcelona.



















Asturias

 
/aˈsto͝orēəs/






an autonomous region and former principality in northwestern Spain; capital, Oviedo.









Asturias, Miguel Ángel






(1899–1974), Guatemalan novelist and poet, best known for his experimental novel 
The President

 (1946). Nobel Prize for Literature (1967).









astute

 
/əˈst(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing an ability to accurately assess situations or people and turn this to one's advantage




•
 
an astute businessman.














II.
 
derivatives





astuteness

 
/əˈst(y)o͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
astut

 or Latin 
astutus

 , from 
astus

 ‘craft.’





astutely

 
/əˈst(y)o͞otlē/






adverb




accurately assessinɡ situations or people; perceptively




•
 
she astutely pointed out that usually you have to be dead to be a legend.



















astylar

 
/āˈstīlər/





I.
 
adjective






[Architecture]

 (of a classical building) lacking columns or pilasters.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
stulos

 ‘column’ + -ar
 1
 .





Asunción

 
/äˌso͞onsēˈōn/






the capital and chief port of Paraguay, on the Paraguay River; pop. 519,100 (est. 2007).









asunder

 
/əˈsəndər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 apart; divided




•
 
those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 into pieces




•
 
the desk burst asunder.

















– origin

 Old English 
on sundran

 ‘in or into a separate place’; compare with sunder
 .






asura

 
/ˈäso͝orə/






noun




a member of a class of divine beings in the Vedic period, which in Indian mythology tend to be evil and in Zoroastrianism are benevolent.

Compare with deva
 , Ahura Mazda
 .













Aswan

 
/ˈazwän/






a city on the Nile River in southern Egypt, 10 miles (16 km), north of Lake Nasser; pop. 266,000 (est. 2006). Two dams across the Nile have been built nearby. The controlled release of water from Lake Nasser behind the High Dam produces the greater part of Egypt's electricity.









aswarm

 
/əˈswôrm/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
crowded; full of moving beings or objects




•
 
the streets were 
aswarm with

 vendors.



















aswim

 
/əˈswim/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
swimming




•
 
sardines aswim in oil.



















aswirl

 
/əˈswərl/






adjective, adverb




swirling; covered or surrounded with something swirling


[
predic. adj.

 ]


•
 
flowers aswirl with bees




•
 [
adv.

 ]
 
she shook her head, sending the streamers aswirl.



















asylee

 
/əsīˈlē/






noun




a person who is seeking or has been granted political asylum.













asylum

 
/əˈsīləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
political asylum

 )
 — the protection granted by a nation to someone who has left their native country as a political refugee




•
 
she applied for asylum and was granted refugee status.










2.
 
shelter or protection from danger




•
 
we provide asylum for those too ill to care for themselves.










3.
 


‹dated›

 an institution offering shelter and support to people who are mentally ill




•
 
he'd been committed to an asylum.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘place of refuge,’ especially for criminals): via Latin from Greek 
asulon

 ‘refuge,’ from 
asulos

 ‘inviolable,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
sulon

 ‘right of seizure.’ The current senses date from the 18th cent.





asylum seeker






noun




a person who has left their home country as a political refugee and is seeking asylum in another




•
 
only asylum seekers who are granted refugee status are allowed to work in the country.




















asymmetrical

 
/ˌāsəˈmetrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having parts that fail to correspond to one another in shape, size, or arrangement; lacking symmetry




•
 
the church has an asymmetrical plan with an aisle only on one side.










2.
 
having parts or aspects that are not equal or equivalent; unequal in some respect




•
 
the asymmetrical relationship between a landlord and a tenant.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
asymmetric

 
/ˌāsiˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
asymmetrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















asymmetrical warfare






noun




warfare involving surprise attacks by small, simply armed groups on a nation armed with modern high-tech weaponry.













asymmetric bars

 
/ˌāsəˌmetrik ˈbärz/






plural noun




British term for uneven bars
 .













asymmetry

 
/āˈsimətrē/





I.
 
noun




lack of equality or equivalence between parts or aspects of something; lack of symmetry.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
asummetria

 , from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
summetria

 (see symmetry
 ).





asymptomatic

 
/ˌāsim(p)təˈmadik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a condition or a person) producing or showing no symptoms.













asymptote

 
/ˈasəm(p)ˌtōt/





I.
 
noun




a line that continually approaches a given curve but does not meet it at any finite distance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
asymptotic

 
/ˌasəm(p)ˈtädik /






adjective













2.
 
asymptotically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
asymptota (linea

 ) ‘(line) not meeting,’ from Greek 
asumptōtos

 ‘not falling together,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
sun

 ‘together’ + 
ptōtos

 ‘apt to fall’ (from 
piptein

 ‘to fall’).





asynchronous

 
/āˈsiNGkrənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Computing]

 
[Telecommunications]

 of or requiring a form of computer control timing protocol in which a specific operation begins upon receipt of an indication (signal) that the preceding operation has been completed.




2.
 
not going at the same rate and exactly together with something else, in particular




3.
 
(of a machine or motor) not working in time with the alternations of current.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a satellite) revolving around the parent planet at a different rate from that at which the planet rotates.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of an orbit) such that a satellite in it is asynchronous.




6.
 
(of two or more objects or events) not existing or happening at the same time.








II.
 
derivatives





asynchronously






adverb





















asyndeton

 
/əˈsindəˌtän/





I.
 
noun




the omission or absence of a conjunction between parts of a sentence.








II.
 
derivatives





asyndetic

 
/ˌasənˈdetik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
asundeton

 , neuter of 
asundetos

 ‘unconnected,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
sundetos

 ‘bound together.’






at1


 
/at ət/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
expressing location or arrival in a particular place or position




•
 
they live at Conway House




•
 
she was constantly at the telex machine




•
 
they stopped at a small trattoria.










2.
 
used in speech to indicate the sign @ in email addresses, separating the address holder's name from their location.




3.
 
expressing the time when an event takes place




•
 
the children go to bed at nine o'clock




•
 
his death came at a time when the movement was split.










4.
 
[without 
adj.

 ]
 — denoting a particular period of time




•
 
the sea is cooler at night.










5.
 
[without 
adj.

 ]
 — denoting the time spent by someone attending an educational institution, a workplace, or their home




•
 
we all need to get involved in fighting crime whether it's at work, at home, or at school.










6.
 
denoting a particular point or segment on a scale




•
 
prices start at $18,500




•
 
driving at 50 mph.










7.
 
referring to someone's age




•
 
at fourteen he began to work as a mailman.










8.
 
expressing a particular state or condition




•
 
placed them at a serious disadvantage




•
 
the coroner accepted that the machines were at fault.










9.
 
expressing a relationship between an individual and a skill




•
 
boxing was the only sport I was any good at




•
 
he is poor at giving instructions.










10.
 
expressing the object of a look, gesture, thought, action, or plan




•
 
I looked at my watch




•
 
Leslie pointed at him.










11.
 
expressing the target of a shot from a weapon




•
 
they tore down the main street, firing at anyone in sight.










12.
 
emphasizing the directing of an action toward a specified object




•
 
she clutched at the thin gown




•
 
he hit at her face with the gun.










13.
 
expressing the means by which something is done




•
 
holding a corrections officer at knifepoint




•
 


‹figurative›

 her pride had taken a beating at his hands.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at all






see all
 .









2.
 
at first






see first
 .









3.
 
at it






engaged in some activity, typically a reprehensible one




•
 
oh dear, they are at it again.















4.
 
at last






see last
 1
 .









5.
 
at least






see least
 .









6.
 
at most






see most
 .









7.
 
at once






see once
 .









8.
 
at that






in addition; furthermore




•
 
it was not fog but smoke, and very thick at that.















9.
 
not at all






see not
 .









10.
 
where it's at








‹informal›

 the fashionable place, possession, or activity




•
 
New York is where it's at, stylewise.















11.
 
where someone is at








‹informal›

 someone's true or fundamental nature or character




•
 
I think we've got enough information to have an idea of where he's at.





















– origin

 Old English 
æt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Frisian 
et

 and Old Norse 
at

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
ad

 ‘to.’





at2


 
/ät/






noun




a monetary unit of Laos, equal to one hundredth of a kip.













At






symbol




the chemical element astatine.














at-






prefix




variant spelling of ad-
 assimilated before 
t

 (as in 
attend

 , 
attenuate

 ).













Atabrine

 
/ˈatəbrin, -ˌbrēn/






noun




trademark for quinacrine
 .













Atacama Desert

 
/ˌätəˈkämə, ˌatə-/






an arid region in western Chile that extends roughly 600 miles (965 km) south from the Peruvian border.









atactic

 
/āˈtaktik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a polymer or polymer structure) in which the repeating units have no regular stereochemical configuration.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ataktos

 , from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
taktos

 ‘arranged’ + -ic
 .





Atalanta

 
/ˌädəˈlän(t)ə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a huntress who would marry only someone who could beat her in a foot race. She was beaten when a suitor threw down three golden apples which she stopped to pick up.









ataman

 
/ˈädəmän/





I.
 
noun




a Cossack leader.

See also hetman
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian.





ataraxy

 
/ˈadəˌraksē /

 
ataraxia





I.
 
noun




a state of serene calmness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ataractic

 
/ˌatəˈraktik /






adjective













2.
 
ataraxic

 
/ˌatəˈraksik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
ataraxie

 , from Greek 
ataraxia

 ‘impassiveness,’ from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
tarassein

 ‘disturb.’





Atascadero

 
/əˌtaskəˈderō/






a city in southwestern California; pop. 28,452 (est. 2008).









Atatürk, Kemal

 
/ˌatəˈtərk/






(1881–1938), Turkish general and statesman; president 1923–38; born 
Mustafa Kemal

 ; also called 
Kemal Pasha

 . As the first president of the Turkish republic, he abolished the caliphate and introduced other policies designed to make Turkey a modern secular state.









atavistic

 
/ˌadəˈvistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by reversion to something ancient or ancestral




•
 
atavistic fears and instincts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
atavism

 
/ˈadəˌvizəm /






noun













2.
 
atavistically

 
/-tik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: based on Latin 
atavus

 ‘forefather,’ via French 
atavisme

 , + -ic
 .





ataxia

 
/əˈtaksēə āˈtaksēə /

 
ataxy





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the loss of full control of bodily movements.








II.
 
derivatives





ataxic

 
/əˈtaksik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
taxis

 ‘order.’ The original sense was ‘irregularity, disorder,’ later (in medical use) denoting irregularity of function or symptoms.





ATB






abbreviation




all-terrain bike.














at-bat

 
/ətˈbat /

 

‹Baseball›






I.
 
noun




a player's turn at batting, as officially recorded




•
 
O'Neill had three singles in four at-bats.







Compare with plate appearance
 .








II.
 
adverb




batting.













ATC






abbreviation



1.
 
air traffic control.




2.
 
air traffic controller.













Atchafalaya River

 
/əˌCHafəˌlīə ˈrivər/






a river in south central Louisiana that flows south for 170 miles (275 km) to the Gulf of Mexico. It is used to control flooding on the Red and Mississippi rivers.









ate

 
/āt/






past of eat
 .









ATE






abbreviation




automated test equipment.














-ate1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting status or office




•
 
doctorate




•
 
episcopate.










3.
 
a state or function




•
 
curate




•
 
mandate.










4.
 
denoting a group




•
 
electorate.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a salt or ester, especially of an acid with a corresponding name ending in 
-ic






•
 
chlorate




•
 
nitrate.










6.
 
denoting a product (of a chemical process)




•
 
condensate




•
 
filtrate.

















– origin

 representing Old French 
-at

 or 
-é(e

 ), or from Latin 
-atus

 (as a noun or past participial form).






-ate2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and nouns such as 
associate

 , 
duplicate

 , 
separate

 .




2.
 
forming adjectives from Latin




•
 
caudate.

















– origin

 representing French 
-é

 or its Latin source 
-atus

 (past participial suffix).






-ate3






I.
 
suffix




forming verbs such as 
fascinate

 , 
hyphenate

 .











– origin

 representing French 
-er

 or its Latin source 
-are

 . Originally forms were based on existing past participial adjectives ending in 
-atus

 , later extended to any verb ending in 
-are

 .





A-team

 
/ā tēm/





I.
 
noun




a group of elite soldiers or the top advisers or workers in an organization.











– origin

 1970s: from sports terminology in which an organization's A-team is its best team.





atelectasis

 
/ˌadlˈektəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 partial or complete collapse of the lung.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
atelēs

 ‘imperfect’ + 
ektasis

 ‘extension.’





atelier

 
/ˌadlˈyā/





I.
 
noun




a workshop or studio, especially one used by an artist or designer.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Old French 
astelle

 ‘splinter of wood,’ from Latin 
astula

 .





a tempo

 
/ˌä ˈtempō/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) in the previous or original tempo.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘in time.’





atemporal

 
/āˈtemp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




existing or considered without relation to time.








II.
 
derivatives





atemporality

 
/ˌātempəˈralitē /






noun





















Aten

 
/ˈätn /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›


 
Aton






the sun or solar disk, the deity of a strong monotheistic cult, particularly during the reign of Akhenaten.









atenolol

 
/əˈtenəˌlôl, -ˌläl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a beta blocker used mainly to treat angina and high blood pressure.











– origin

 1970s: perhaps from 
a(ngina)

 + 
ten(sion)

 + 
(propran)olol

 , a related compound.





ATF






abbreviation




(Federal Bureau of) Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms.













Athabasca River

 
/ˌaTHəˌbaskə ˈrivər/






a river in Canada that flows northeast for 765 miles (1,230 km) from the Rocky Mountains across Alberta to Lake Athabasca, Canada's fourth-largest lake. The river valley has large oil tar deposits.









Athabaskan

 
/ˌaTHəˈbaskən /

 
Athapaskan





I.
 
adjective




denoting, belonging to, or relating to a family of North American Indian languages including especially Navajo and various Apache languages of the southwest US, several languages of coastal California and Oregon, and many languages of Alaska and northwestern Canada, including Chipewyan.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Athabaskan family of languages.




2.
 
a speaker of any of the Athabaskan languages.











– origin

 from 
Athabasca

 , the name of a lake in western Canada, from Cree 
athapaskaw

 ‘grass and reeds here and there,’ + -an
 .





Athanasian Creed

 
/ˌaTHəˌnāZHən ˈkrēd/






a summary of Christian doctrine formerly attributed to St. Athanasius, but probably dating from the 5th century.









Athanasius, St.

 
/ˌaTHəˈnāSHəs/






(
c.

 296–373), Greek theologian and upholder of Christian orthodoxy against the Arian heresy. Feast day, May 2.









athanor

 
/ˈaTHəˌnôr/





I.
 
noun




a type of furnace used by alchemists, able to maintain a steady heat for long periods.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Arabic 
at-tannūr

 , from 
al-

 ‘the’ + 
tannūr

 ‘baker's oven.’ Compare with tandoor
 .





Atharva Veda

 
/əˈtärvə ˈvādə, ˈvēdə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
a collection of hymns and ritual utterances, written in early Sanskrit and added at a later stage to the existing Vedic material.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Atharvan

 (the name of Brahma's eldest son, said to be the author of the collection) + 
vēda

 ‘(sacred) knowledge.’





atheism

 
/ˈāTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




disbelief or lack of belief in the existence of God or gods.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
athéisme

 , from Greek 
atheos

 , from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
theos

 ‘god.’





atheist

 
/ˈāTHēəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who disbelieves or lacks belief in the existence of God or gods




•
 
he is a committed atheist.














II.
 
derivatives





atheistical

 
/-ˈistikəl /






adjective





















atheistic

 
/ˌāTHēˈistik /

 
atheistical






adjective




disbelieving or lackinɡ belief in the existence of God




•
 
the leaders of scientific thought are overwhelmingly atheistic in their beliefs.



















atheling

 
/ˈaTHəliNG, ˈaT͟H-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a prince or lord in Anglo-Saxon England.











– origin

 Old English 
ætheling

 , from a base meaning ‘race, family.’





Athelstan

 
/ˈaTHəlˌstan/






(893/4–939), king of England 925–939.









athematic

 
/ˌaTHēˈmadik ˌāTHēˈmadik/






adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 (of a composition) not based on the use of themes.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb form) having a suffix attached to the stem without a connecting (thematic) vowel.














Athena

 
/əˈTHēnə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›


 
Athene






the patron goddess of Athens, worshiped as the goddess of wisdom, handicrafts, and warfare. She is often allegorized into a personification of wisdom.









Athenaeum

 
/ˌaTHəˈnēəm /

 
Atheneum





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used in the names of libraries or institutions for literary or scientific study




•
 
the Boston Athenaeum.










2.
 
used in the titles of periodicals concerned with literature, science, and art.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Athēnaion

 , denoting the temple of Athena.





Athenian

 
/əˈTHēnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to ancient or modern Athens or its people.








II.
 
noun




a native or citizen of Athens.














Athenian empire

 
/əˌTHēnēən ˈempī(ə)r/






see Delian League
 .










Athens

 
/ˈaTHənz/





I.
 
the capital of Greece, in the southern part of the country; pop. 745,500 (est. 2009). A flourishing city state in ancient Greece, it was an important cultural center in the 5th century 
BC

 . It came under Roman rule in 146 
BC

 and fell to the Goths in 
AD

 267. After its capture by the Turks in 1456, Athens declined to the status of a village until chosen as the capital of a newly independent Greece in 1834.

Greek name Athínai
 .




II.
 
a city in northeastern Georgia, the seat of the University of Georgia; since a 1991 merger, is part of Athens–Clarke County; consolidated pop. 113,398 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southeastern Ohio, the seat of Ohio University; pop. 22,088 (est. 2008).









atherogenic

 
/ˌaTH(ə)rōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 tending to promote the formation of fatty plaques in the arteries.








II.
 
derivatives





atherogenesis

 
/-əsis /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from atheroma
 + -genic
 .






atheroma

 
/ˌaTHəˈrōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 degeneration of the walls of the arteries caused by accumulated fatty deposits and scar tissue, and leading to restriction of the circulation and a risk of thrombosis.

See also atherosclerosis
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the fatty material that forms plaques in the arteries.








II.
 
derivatives





atheromatous

 
/-ˈrämətəs, -ˈrō- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
athērōma

 , from 
athērē

 , 
atharē

 ‘groats.’






atherosclerosis

 
/ˌaTHərōskləˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disease of the arteries characterized by the deposition of plaques of fatty material on their inner walls.

See also atheroma
 and arteriosclerosis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





atherosclerotic

 
/-ˈrätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
athērē

 ‘groats’ + 
sklērōsis

 ‘hardening’ (see sclerosis
 ).





athetize

 
/ˈaTHəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 reject (a passage in a text) as spurious.








II.
 
derivatives





athetesis

 
/ˌaTHiˈtēsis /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
athetos

 ‘without position’ + -ize
 , rendering the Greek verb 
athetein

 .





athetosis

 
/ˌaTHəˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which abnormal muscle contractions cause involuntary writhing movements. It affects some people with cerebral palsy, impairing speech and use of the hands.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
athetoid

 
/ˈaTHiˌtoid /






adjective













2.
 
athetotic

 
/-ˈtätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
athetos

 ‘without position’ + -osis
 .






Athínai

 
/äˈTHēne/






variant spelling of Athens
 .









athirst

 
/əˈTHərst/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 thirsty.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 very eager to get something




•
 
she was 
athirst for

 news.

















– origin

 Old English 
ofthyrst

 , shortened from 
ofthyrsted

 , past participle of 
ofthyrstan

 ‘be thirsty.’






athlete

 
/ˈaTHˌlēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is proficient in sports and other forms of physical exercise.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who is skilled in competitive track and field events (athletics).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
athleta

 , from Greek 
athlētēs

 , from 
athlein

 ‘compete for a prize,’ from 
athlon

 ‘prize.’





athlete's foot

 
/ˈaTHˌlēts ˌfo͝ot/






noun




a fungal infection affecting the skin between the toes. It is a form of ringworm.













athletic

 
/ˌaTH(ə)ˈledik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to athletes or athletics




•
 
athletic events




•
 
an athletic club.










2.
 
physically strong, fit, and active




•
 
big, muscular, athletic boys.














II.
 
derivatives





athletically

 
/aTH(ə)ˈledək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
athlétique

 or Latin 
athleticus

 , from Greek 
athlētikos

 , from 
athlētēs

 (see athlete
 ).





athleticism

 
/aTHˈledəsizəm/






noun




the physical qualities that are characteristic of athletes, such as strength, fitness, and agility




•
 
what he lacks in stature, he more than makes up for with speed and athleticism.



















athletics

 
/ˌaTH(ə)ˈlediks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 physical sports and games of any kind.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the sport of competing in track and field events, including running races and various competitions in jumping and throwing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
athletics championships.



















athletic supporter






noun




another term for jockstrap
 .













at-home





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an informal party in a person's home.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a period when a person has announced that they will receive visitors in their home.








II.
 
adjective




occurring in or suited to one's home




•
 
at-home athletic equipment.



















Athos, Mount

 
/ˈaTHˌäs, ˈāˌTHäs/





I.
 
a narrow, mountainous peninsula in northeastern Greece that projects into the Aegean Sea. It is inhabited by Greek Orthodox monks, who forbid women and even female animals to set foot on the peninsula.




II.
 
derivatives





Athonite

 
/ˈaTHəˌnīt /






adjective, noun





















athwart

 
/əˈTHwôrt/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
from side to side of; across




•
 
a long counter thrown athwart the entranceway.










2.
 
in opposition to; counter to




•
 
these statistics 
run

 sharply 
athwart

 conventional presumptions.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
across from side to side; transversely




•
 
one table running athwart was all the room would hold.










2.
 
so as to be perverse or contradictory




•
 
our words 
ran athwart

 and we ended up at cross purposes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + thwart
 .






-atic





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives and nouns such as 
aquatic

 , 
idiomatic

 .











– origin

 from French 
-atique

 or Latin 
-aticus

 , often based on Greek 
-atikos

 .






-ation





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming nouns) denoting an action or an instance of it




•
 
exploration




•
 
hesitation.










2.
 
denoting a result or product of action




•
 
plantation.

















– origin

 representing French 
-ation

 or Latin 
-ation-

 .





Ativan

 
/ˈadəˌvan/






noun




trademark for lorazepam
 .














-ative





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) denoting a characteristic or propensity




•
 
pejorative




•
 
talkative.

















– origin

 representing French 
-atif

 , 
-ative

 , or from Latin 
-ativus

 .





Atkins diet

 
/ˈatkənz ˌdīət/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a diet high in protein and fat and low in carbohydrates, prescribed for weight loss.











– origin

 1970s: after its originator, cardiologist Dr. Robert C. 
Atkins

 (1930–2003) and his book 
Dr. Atkins' Diet Revolution

 (1972).





Atkinson, Sir Harry

 
/ˈatkinsən/






(1831–92), New Zealand statesman; born in Britain; prime minister 1876–77, 1883–84, and 1887–91; full name 
Sir Harry Albert Atkinson

 .









Atlanta

 
/ətˈlantə/






the capital of the state of Georgia in the US, in northwest central Georgia; pop. 537,958 (est. 2008). It was burned by Union forces under Gen. William T. Sherman in 1864 during the Civil War.









Atlantean1


 
/ˌatˈlanˌtēən /

 

‹Mythology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the legendary island of Atlantis




•
 
she lives in an Atlantean castle.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the legendary island of Atlantis




•
 
when the explorers reach the city they meet the Atlanteans.



















Atlantean2


 
/ˌatˈlanˌtēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of Atlas, one of the Titans, who was punished for his part in their revolt against Zeus by being made to support the heavens




•
 
Atlantean shoulders fit to bear the weight of mightiest monarchies.










2.
 
referring to a great weight or burden of responsibility




•
 
I'm terrified you're going to buckle under the Atlantean burden.



















atlantes

 
/ətˈlantēz/






plural form of atlas
 (
sense

 3).









Atlantic

 
/ətˈlan(t)ik atˈlan(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or adjoining the Atlantic Ocean




•
 
an Atlantic storm




•
 
the Atlantic coast of Europe.














II.
 
noun




short for Atlantic Ocean
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
Atlantikos

 , from 
Atlas

 , 
Atlant-

 (see atlas
 ). The term originally referred to the Atlas Mountains in North Africa, hence to the sea near the west African coast, later extended to the whole ocean.





Atlantic, Battle of the






a succession of sea operations during World War II in which Axis naval and air forces attempted to destroy shipping carrying supplies from North America to the UK.









Atlantic Charter

 
/ətˈlan(t)ik ˈCHärdər/






a declaration of eight common principles in international relations drawn up by Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt in August 1941, which provided the ideological basis for the United Nations organization.









Atlantic City






a resort city in southeastern New Jersey, on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 39,408 (est. 2008). It is noted for its gambling casinos and its boardwalk.









Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway






a water route in the US that allows sheltered boat passage for 1,900 miles (3,100 km) along the Atlantic coast between Boston and Key West.









Atlanticism

 
/ətˈlan(t)əˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in or support for a close relationship between western Europe and the US, or particularly for NATO.








II.
 
derivatives





Atlanticist






noun, adjective






















Atlantic Ocean

 
/ətlantikˈōSHn/






the ocean that lies between Europe and Africa on the east and North and South America on the west. It is divided by the equator into the North Atlantic and the South Atlantic oceans.










Atlantic Provinces

 
/ətˈlan(t)ik ˈprävənsəz/






the Canadian provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador and the Maritime Provinces.










Atlantic seal






noun




another term for gray seal
 .














Atlantic time






the standard time in a zone including the easternmost parts of mainland Canada, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, specifically.

[● standard time based on the mean solar time at the longitude 60° W, four hours behind GMT. ● Atlantic time during daylight savings, three hours behind GMT.]









Atlantis

 
/ətˈlan(t)əs/






a legendary island, beautiful and prosperous, which sank into the sea.










atlas

 
/ˈatləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 atlases)
 — a book of maps or charts




•
 
I looked in the atlas to find a map of Italy




•
 
a road atlas.










2.
 
a book of illustrations or diagrams on any subject




•
 
Atlas of Surgical Operations.










3.
 
(also 
atlas vertebra

 ) (
pl.

 atlases)
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the topmost vertebra of the backbone, articulating with the occipital bone of the skull.




4.
 
(
pl.

 atlantes )
 — 

[Architecture]

 a stone carving of a male figure, used as a column to support the entablature of a Greek or Greek-style building.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a person who supported a great burden): via Latin from Greek Atlas
 , the god who held up the pillars of the universe and whose picture appeared at the front of early atlases.






Atlas

 
/ˈatləs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







one of the Titans, who was punished for his part in their revolt against Zeus by being made to support the heavens. He became identified with the Atlas Mountains.









atlas moth






noun




a very large, boldly marked silkworm moth that occurs in both the Old and New World tropics.

[Genus 
Attacus

 , family 
Saturniidae

 : several species, in particular 
A. atlas

 of Asia, which is the largest moth in the world.]













Atlas Mountains






a range of mountains in North Africa that extends from Morocco to Tunisia in a series of chains, including the Anti-Atlas, High Atlas, Middle Atlas, Rif Mountains, Tell Atlas, and Sahara Atlas.









atlatl

 
/ˌätˈlätl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stick used by Eskimos and early American Indians to propel a spear or dart.




2.
 
a device similar to the atlatl used in modern sport.











– origin

 Nahuatl 
atlatl

 ‘spear-thrower.’





atm






abbreviation






[Physics]

 atmosphere(s), as a unit of pressure.













ATM

 
/ˌā tē ˈem/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Telecommunications]

 asynchronous transfer mode.




2.
 
automated (or automatic) teller machine.













atman

 
/ˈätmən /

 
Atman





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 the spiritual life principle of the universe, especially when regarded as inherent in the real self of the individual.




2.
 


[Hinduism]

 a person's soul.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ātman

 , literally ‘essence, breath.’





atmosphere

 
/ˈatməsˌfir/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the envelope of gases surrounding the earth or another planet




•
 
part of the sun's energy is absorbed by the earth's atmosphere.










2.
 
the air in any particular place




•
 
we couldn't breathe in the dusty atmosphere of his apartment.










3.
 
(abbr.: 
atm

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 a unit of pressure equal to mean atmospheric pressure at sea level, 101,325 pascals.




4.
 
the pervading tone or mood of a place, situation, or work of art




•
 
the hotel is famous for its friendly, welcoming atmosphere




•
 
this crisis further compounded the prevailing atmosphere of gloom.










5.
 
a pleasurable and interesting or exciting mood




•
 
a superb restaurant, full of atmosphere.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
atmosphaera

 , from Greek 
atmos

 ‘vapor’ + 
sphaira

 ‘ball, globe.’





atmospheric

 
/ˌatməsˈfirik ˌatməsˈferik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the atmosphere of the earth or (occasionally) another planet




•
 
atmospheric conditions such as fog, snow, rain.










2.
 
creating a distinctive mood, typically of romance, mystery, or nostalgia




•
 
atmospheric lighting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
atmospherical






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
atmospherically






adverb






















atmospheric pressure






noun




the pressure exerted by the weight of the atmosphere, which at sea level has a mean value of 101,325 pascals (roughly 14.6959 pounds per square inch).

Also called barometric pressure
 .













atmospherics

 
/atməsˈfiriks/






plural noun



1.
 
electrical disturbances in the atmosphere due to lightning and other phenomena, especially as they interfere with telecommunications.




2.
 
effects intended to create a particular atmosphere or mood, especially in music




•
 
a jazz sound with spooky atmospherics.



















atoll

 
/ˈatˌôl ˈatˌäl/





I.
 
noun




a ring-shaped reef, island, or chain of islands formed of coral.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Maldivian 
atoḷu

 .






atom

 
/ˈadəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic unit of a chemical element.




2.
 
atoms as a source of nuclear energy




•
 
the power of the atom.










3.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — an extremely small amount of a thing or quality




•
 
I shall not have one atom of strength left.











An atom, roughly 108
 cm in diameter, consists of a tiny, dense, positively charged nucleus made of neutrons and protons, surrounded by a cloud of negatively charged electrons. Each chemical element consists of atoms that possess a characteristic number of protons. Atoms are held together in molecules by sharing electrons.







– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
atome

 , via Latin from Greek 
atomos

 ‘indivisible,’ based on 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’






atom bomb

 
/ˈadəm ˌbäm /

 
atomic bomb






noun




a bomb that derives its destructive power from the rapid release of nuclear energy by fission of heavy atomic nuclei, causing damage through heat, blast, and radioactivity.

Compare with hydrogen bomb
 . In such a bomb two pieces of a fissile material are brought together by a conventional explosion to form a super critical mass. Neutrons then cause an uncontrolled fission chain reaction that quickly releases large amounts of energy.













atomic

 
/əˈtämik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an atom or atoms




•
 
the atomic nucleus.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a substance) consisting of uncombined atoms rather than molecules




•
 
atomic hydrogen.










3.
 
of or forming a single irreducible unit or component in a larger system




•
 
a society made up of atomic individuals pursuing private interests.










4.
 
relating to, denoting, or using the energy released in nuclear fission or fusion




•
 
the atomic age required a new way of political thinking




•
 
atomic weapons.














II.
 
derivatives





atomically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
atomicus

 , from 
atomus

 ‘indivisible’ (see atom
 ).






atomic age






noun




another term for nuclear age
 .













atomic clock






noun




an extremely accurate type of clock that is regulated by the vibrations of an atomic or molecular system such as cesium or ammonia.













atomic energy






noun




another term for nuclear energy
 .













atomicity

 
/ˌadəˈmisədē/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the number of atoms in the molecules of an element.




2.
 
the state or fact of being composed of indivisible units.














atomic mass






noun




the mass of an atom of a chemical element expressed in atomic mass units. It is approximately equivalent to the number of protons and neutrons in the atom (the mass number) or to the average number allowing for the relative abundances of different isotopes.













atomic mass unit

 
amu






noun




a unit of mass used to express atomic and molecular weights, equal to one-twelfth of the mass of an atom of carbon-12. It is equal to approximately 1.66 x 10-27
 kg.













atomic number






noun




(Symbol: 
Z

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 the number of protons in the nucleus of an atom, which determines the chemical properties of an element and its place in the periodic table.













atomic physics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics concerned with the structure of the atom, its energy states, and its interactions with particles and fields.













atomic pile






noun




dated term for nuclear reactor
 .













atomic power






noun




another term for nuclear power
 .













atomic spectrum






noun




the spectrum of frequencies of electromagnetic radiation emitted or absorbed during transitions of electrons between energy levels within an atom. Each element has a characteristic spectrum by which it can be recognized.













atomic theory






noun



1.
 
the theory that all matter is made up of tiny indivisible particles (atoms). According to the modern version, the atoms of each element are effectively identical, but differ from those of other elements, and unite to form compounds in fixed proportions.




2.
 
in any field, a theory that proposes the existence of distinct, separable, independent components




•
 
an atomic theory of heredity.



















atomic volume






noun






[Chemistry]

 the volume occupied by one gram-atom of an element under standard conditions.













atomic weight

 
/əˈtämik wāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for atomic mass
 .














atomism

 
/ˈadəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Philosophy]

 a theoretical approach that regards something as interpretable through analysis into distinct, separable, and independent elementary components.

The opposite of holism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
atomist

 
/ˈadəməst /






noun













2.
 
atomistic

 
/ˌadəˈmistik /






adjective





















atomize

 
/ˈadəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a substance) into very fine particles or droplets




•
 
the CO2
 depressurized, atomizing the paint into a mist of even-size particles.










2.
 
reduce (something) to atoms or other small distinct units




•
 
by disrupting our ties with our neighbors, crime atomizes society.














II.
 
derivatives





atomization

 
/ˌadəməˈzāSH(ə)n ˌadəˌmīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















atomizer

 
/ˈadəˌmīzər /

 


‹Brit.›

 atomiser






noun




a device for emitting water, perfume, or other liquids as a fine spray.













atom smasher






noun




informal term for particle accelerator
 .













atomy

 
/ˈadəmē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a skeleton or emaciated body.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from anatomy
 , taken as 
an atomy

 .





atonal

 
/āˈtōnl aˈtōnl/





I.
 
adjective






[Music]

 not written in any key or mode.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
atonalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
atonalist

 
/-ist /






noun













3.
 
atonality

 
/ˌātōˈnalədē ˌatōˈnalədē /






noun





















atone

 
/əˈtōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make amends or reparation




•
 
he was being helpful, to 
atone for

 his past mistakes.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘make or become united or reconciled,’ rare before the 16th cent.): from 
at one

 in early use; later by back-formation from atonement
 .






atonement

 
/əˈtōnmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
reparation for a wrong or injury




•
 
she wanted to 
make atonement for

 her husband's behavior.










2.
 
(in religious contexts) reparation or expiation for sin




•
 
an annual ceremony of confession and 
atonement for

 sin.










3.
 
(
the Atonement

 )
 — 

[Christian Theology]

 the reconciliation of God and humankind through Jesus Christ.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting unity or reconciliation, especially between God and man): from 
at one

 + -ment
 , influenced by medieval Latin 
adunamentum

 ‘unity,’ and earlier 
onement

 from an obsolete verb 
one

 ‘to unite.’





atonic

 
/āˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a syllable) without accent or stress.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 lacking muscular tone.








II.
 
derivatives





atony

 
/ˈatnē /






noun





















atop

 
/əˈtäp/





I.
 
preposition




on the top of




•
 
the weathervane is perched atop the barn.














II.
 
adverb




on the top




•
 
the air raid siren 
atop of

 the courthouse.



















atopic

 
/ˌāˈtäpik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a form of allergy in which a hypersensitivity reaction such as dermatitis or asthma may occur in a part of the body not in contact with the allergen.








II.
 
derivatives





atopy

 
/ˈatəpē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
atopia

 ‘a being out of place,’ from 
atopos

 ‘out of place,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
topos

 ‘place.’






-ator





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming agent nouns such as 
agitator

 .




2.
 
used in names of implements, machines, etc.




•
 
escalator.

















– origin

 from Latin, or sometimes representing French 
-ateur

 .





-atory





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) relating to or involving an action




•
 
explanatory




•
 
predatory.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-atorius

 .





ATP






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 adenosine triphosphate.














atrabilious

 
/ˌatrəˈbilyəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 melancholy or ill-tempered.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘affected by black bile,’ one of the four supposed cardinal humors of the body, believed to cause melancholy): from Latin 
atra bilis

 ‘black bile,’ translation of Greek 
melankholia

 ‘melancholy,’ + -ious
 .





atraumatic

 
/ˌātrəˈmadik, ˌātrouˈmadik, ˌātrôˈmadik/






adjective




(of a medical or surgical procedure) causing minimal tissue injury.













atrazine

 
/ˈatrəˌzēn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound used as an agricultural herbicide.

[A triazine derivative; chem. formula: C8
 H14
 N5
 Cl.]











– origin

 1960s: blend of amino
 and triazine
 .





atremble

 
/əˈtrembəl/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 trembling




•
 
the breeze failed to set a single leaf atremble.



















atresia

 
/əˈtrēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 absence or abnormal narrowing of an opening or passage in the body.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 the degeneration of those ovarian follicles that do not ovulate during the menstrual cycle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
trēsis

 ‘perforation’ + -ia
 1
 .





Atreus

 
/ˈātrēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Pelops and father of Agamemnon and Menelaus. He quarreled with his brother Thyestes and invited him to a banquet at which he served up the flesh of Thyestes' own children.









atrioventricular

 
/ˌātrēōvenˈtrikyələr/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Physiology]

 relating to the atrial and ventricular chambers of the heart, or the connection or coordination between them.













at-risk

 
//






adjective




vulnerable, especially to abuse or delinquency




•
 
a church-run school for the most at-risk children.




















atrium

 
/ˈātrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 an open-roofed entrance hall or central court in an ancient Roman house.




2.
 
a central hall or court in a modern building, with rooms or galleries opening off it, often glass-covered.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 each of the two upper cavities of the heart from which blood is passed to the ventricles. The right atrium receives deoxygenated blood from the veins of the body; the left atrium receives oxygenated blood from the pulmonary vein.

Also called auricle
 .








II.
 
derivatives





atrial

 
/ˈātrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin.





atrocious

 
/əˈtrōSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
horrifyingly wicked




•
 
atrocious cruelties.










2.
 
of a very poor quality; extremely bad or unpleasant




•
 
he attempted an atrocious imitation of my English accent




•
 
atrocious weather.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
atrociously

 
/əˈtrōSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
atrociousness

 
/əˈtrōSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
atrox

 , 
atroc-

 ‘cruel’ + -ious
 .





atrocity

 
/əˈträsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extremely wicked or cruel act, typically one involving physical violence or injury




•
 
war atrocities




•
 
scenes of hardship and atrocity.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 a highly unpleasant or distasteful object




•
 
the house was a split-level atrocity.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘cruelty’): from French 
atrocité

 or Latin 
atrocitas

 , from 
atrox

 , 
atroc-

 ‘cruel.’





atrophy

 
/ˈatrəfē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of body tissue or an organ) waste away, typically due to the degeneration of cells, or become vestigial during evolution




•
 
without exercise, the muscles will atrophy




•
 (as 
adj.

 
atrophied

 )
 
in some beetles, the hind wings are atrophied.










2.
 
gradually decline in effectiveness or vigor due to underuse or neglect




•
 
her artistic skills atrophied from lack of use.














II.
 
noun




the process of atrophying or state of having atrophied




•
 
gastric atrophy




•
 
extensive TV viewing may lead to atrophy of children's imaginations.














III.
 
derivatives





atrophic

 
/əˈträfik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
atrophier

 (verb), 
atrophie

 (noun), from late Latin 
atrophia

 , from Greek, ‘lack of food,’ from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
trophē

 ‘food.’





atropine

 
/ˈatrəˌpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous compound found in deadly nightshade and related plants. It is used in medicine as a muscle relaxant, e.g., in dilating the pupil of the eye.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C17
 N23
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin 
Atropa belladonna

 ‘deadly nightshade,’ from Atropos
 + -ine
 4
 .






Atropos

 
/ˈatrəˌpäs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
one of the three Fates.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘inflexible.’





at sign






noun




the symbol @
 .














Atsina

 
/atˈsēnə/





I.
 
noun




a member of a North American Indian people living chiefly in the north central plains region. They speak an Algonquian language.

Also called Gros Ventre
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Atsina.













attaboy

 
/ˈadəˌboi/





I.
 
exclamation




an informal expression of encouragement or admiration, typically to a man or boy.








II.
 
noun




a piece of encouragement or congratulations, especially a letter




•
 
our boss will write you guys an attaboy.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably representing a casual pronunciation of 
that's the boy

 .






attach

 
/əˈtaCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten; join




•
 
he made certain that the trailer was securely 
attached to

 the van.










2.
 
fasten (a related document) to another, or to an email




•
 
I attach a copy of the memo for your information.










3.
 
include (a condition) as part of an agreement




•
 
the Commission can attach appropriate conditions to the operation of the agreement.










4.
 
(
attach oneself to

 )
 — join (someone or something) without being invited




•
 
they were all too ready to attach themselves to you for the whole day.










5.
 
(usu. 
be attached

 )
 — appoint (someone) for special or temporary duties




•
 
I was 
attached to

 another department.










6.
 
(
attach something to

 )
 — attribute importance or value to




•
 
he doesn't attach too much importance to radical ideas.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
attach to

 )
 — (of importance or value) be attributed to




•
 
great importance attaches to the family role.










8.
 


[Law]

 seize (a person's property) by legal authority




•
 
the court attached his wages for child support.














II.
 
derivatives





attachable

 
/əˈtaCHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘seize by legal authority’): from Old French 
atachier

 or 
estachier

 ‘fasten, fix,’ based on an element of Germanic origin related to stake
 1
 ; compare with attack
 .





attaché

 
/ˌadəˈSHā ˌaˈtaSHā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person on the staff of an ambassador, typically with a specialized area of responsibility




•
 
military attachés.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for attaché case
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘attached,’ past participle of 
attacher

 .






attaché case






noun




a small, flat, rectangular case used for carrying documents.













attached

 
/əˈtaCHt/






adjective



1.
 
joined or fastened to something




•
 
please complete the attached form.










2.
 
(of a building or room) adjacent to and typically connected with another building or room




•
 
a ground-floor bedroom with a bathroom attached.










3.
 
full of affection or fondness




•
 
during his visit, Mark became increasingly 
attached to

 Tara.










4.
 
(
attached to

 )
 — (of a person) appointed to an organization or group for special or temporary duties




•
 
he was attached to military intelligence.










5.
 
(of an organization or body) affiliated to another larger organization or body




•
 
a public relations agency attached to the university.



















attachment

 
/əˈtaCHmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extra part or extension that is or can be attached to something to perform a particular function




•
 
the food processor comes with a blender attachment.










2.
 
a computer file appended to an email.




3.
 
the condition of being attached to something or someone, in particular




4.
 
affection, fondness, or sympathy for someone or something




•
 
she felt a sentimental 
attachment to

 the place.










5.
 
an affectionate relationship between two people




•
 
he formed an attachment with a young widow.










6.
 
the action of attaching something




•
 
the case has a loop for attachment to your belt.










7.
 
legal seizure of property.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘arrest for contempt of court’): from Old French 
attachement

 , from 
atachier

 ‘fasten, fix’ (see attach
 ).






attack

 
/əˈtak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take aggressive action against (a place or enemy forces) with weapons or armed force, typically in a battle or war




•
 
in December, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Italian forces attacked in October.










2.
 
(of a person or animal) act against (someone or something) aggressively in an attempt to injure or kill




•
 
a doctor was attacked by two youths.










3.
 
(of a disease, chemical substance, or insect) act harmfully on




•
 
HIV is thought to attack certain cells in the brain.










4.
 
criticize or oppose fiercely and publicly




•
 
he attacked the government's defense policy.










5.
 
begin to deal with (a problem or task) in a determined and vigorous way




•
 
a plan of action to attack unemployment.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make an aggressive or forceful attempt to score a goal or point, or gain or exploit an advantage in a game against an opposing team or player


(as 
adj.

 
attacking

 )


•
 
the home team showed some good attacking play.










7.
 


[Chess]

 move into or be in a position to capture (an opponent's piece).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an aggressive and violent action against a person or place




•
 
he was killed in an 
attack on

 a checkpoint




•
 
three classrooms were gutted in the arson attack.










2.
 
destructive action by a disease, chemical, or insect




•
 
the tissue is open to attack by fungus.










3.
 
a sudden short bout of an illness or stress




•
 
an attack of nausea




•
 
an asthma attack.










4.
 
an instance of fierce public criticism or opposition




•
 
he launched a stinging 
attack on

 the White House.










5.
 
a determined attempt to tackle a problem or task




•
 
an 
attack on

 inflation.










6.
 


[Music]

 the manner of beginning to play or sing a passage.




7.
 
forceful and decisive style in performing music or another art




•
 
the sheer attack of Hendrix's playing.










8.
 
an aggressive attempt to score a goal, win points, or gain or exploit an advantage in a game.




9.
 


[Chess]

 a threat to capture an opponent's piece.








III.
 
phrases





under attack






subject to aggressive, violent, or harmful action




•
 
his paintings have come under attack for their satanic content.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
attaque

 (noun), 
attaquer

 (verb), from Italian 
attacco

 ‘an attack,’ 
attaccare

 ‘join battle,’ based on an element of Germanic origin (see attach
 ).





attack dog






noun



1.
 
a dog trained to attack on command and kept for this purpose.




2.
 
a person who is very aggressive in defense or support of someone or something




•
 
he was accused of being an all-purpose attack dog for the party.



















attacker

 
/əˈtakər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that attacks someone or something.




2.
 
(in soccer and other games) a player that makes an assertive or aggressive attempt to score; a forward.













attagirl

 
/ˈadəˌɡərl/





I.
 
exclamation




an informal expression of encouragement or admiration to a woman or girl.











– origin

 1920s: on the pattern of 
attaboy

 .






attain

 
/əˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
succeed in achieving (something that one desires and has worked for)




•
 
clarify your objectives and ways of attaining them




•
 
he attained the rank of admiral




•
 
human beings can attain happiness.










2.
 
reach (a specified age, size, or amount)




•
 
dolphins can attain remarkable speeds in water.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘bring to justice’ and ‘reach (a state)’): from Old French 
ateindre

 , from Latin 
attingere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘at, to’ + 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





attainable

 
/əˈtānəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be attained; achievable




•
 
yields in excess of 6% are easily attainable




•
 
an attainable target.














II.
 
derivatives





attainability

 
/əˌtānəˈbilədē /






noun






















attainder

 
/əˈtāndər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the forfeiture of land and civil rights suffered as a consequence of a sentence of death for treason or felony.








II.
 
phrases





bill of attainder








‹historical›

 an item of legislation (prohibited by the US Constitution) that inflicts attainder without judicial process.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, variant (used as a noun) of Old French 
ateindre

 in the sense ‘convict, bring to justice’ (see attain
 ).





attainment

 
/əˈtānmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of achieving a goal toward which one has worked




•
 
the attainment of a complete collection is the measure of a collector’s success.










2.
 
(often 
attainments

 )
 — a thing achieved, especially a skill or educational achievement




•
 
scholarly attainments.




















attaint

 
/əˈtānt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be attainted

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 subject to attainder.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 affect or infect with disease or corruption.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘touch, reach, attain’): from obsolete 
attaint

 (adjective), from Old French 
ataint

 , 
ateint

 , past participle of 
ateindre

 ‘bring to justice’ (see attain
 ); influenced in meaning by taint
 .





Attalid

 
/ˈadlˌid/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Hellenistic dynasty centered on the city of Pergamum in Asia Minor and named after 
Attalus I

 (reigned 241–197 
BC

 ), which flourished in the 3rd and 2nd centuries 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Attalid dynasty.














attar

 
/ˈadər /

 
otto





I.
 
noun




a fragrant essential oil, typically made from rose petals.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Persian from Arabic 
'aṭir

 ‘fragrant.’





attempt

 
/əˈtem(p)t/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an effort to achieve or complete (something, typically a difficult task or action)




•
 
she attempted a comeback in 1989




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
those who attempted to flee were captured at the border.










2.
 
try to climb to the top of (a mountain)




•
 
the group's next plan was to attempt Everest.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 try to take (a life)




•
 
he would not have attempted the life of a friend.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of trying to achieve something, typically one that is unsuccessful or not certain to succeed


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
an attempt to halt the bombings




•
 
any 
attempt at

 talking politics ended in a fit of laughter




•
 
an abortive coup attempt.










2.
 
an effort to surpass a record or conquer a mountain




•
 
we made an 
attempt on

 the southwest buttress.










3.
 
a bid to kill someone




•
 
Karakozov made an 
attempt on

 the tsar's life.










4.
 
a thing produced as a result of trying to make or achieve something




•
 
her first 
attempt at

 a letter ended up in the wastebasket.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
attempter

 , from Latin 
attemptare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
temptare

 ‘to tempt.’





Attenborough, Richard

 
/ˈatnb(ə)rə/






Baron Attenborough of Richmond-upon-Thames (1923–2014), English movie actor, producer, and director; full name 
Richard Samuel Attenborough

 . He directed 
Oh! What a Lovely War

 (1969), 
A Bridge Too Far

 (1977), 
Gandhi

 (1982), and 
Shadowlands

 (1993).










attend

 
/əˈtend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be present at (an event, meeting, or function)




•
 
the entire sales force attended the conference




•
 
she was unable to attend the wedding.










2.
 
go regularly to (an educational, religious, social, or clinical institution)




•
 
all children are required to attend school.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
attend to

 )
 — deal with




•
 
he muttered that he had business to attend to.










4.
 
give practical help and care to; look after




•
 
the severely wounded had two medics to attend to their wounds




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
each of the beds in the intensive care unit is attended by a nurse.










5.
 
pay attention to




•
 
Alice hadn't attended to a word of his sermon.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be attended

 )
 — occur with or as a result of




•
 
people feared that the switch to a peacetime economy would be attended by a severe slump.










7.
 
escort or accompany (a member of royalty or other important personage) so as to assist them; wait on




•
 
Her Royal Highness was attended by two capable women.














II.
 
derivatives





attender

 
/əˈtendər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘apply one's mind, one's energies to’): from Old French 
atendre

 , from Latin 
attendere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch.’





attendance

 
/əˈtendəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or state of going regularly to or being present at a place or event




•
 
my 
attendance at

 church was very irregular.










2.
 
the number of people present at a particular event, function, or meeting




•
 
reports placed the attendance at 500,000.














II.
 
phrases





in attendance





a.
 
present at a function or a place.




b.
 
accompanying a member of royalty or the aristocracy in the capacity of an assistant or servant.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
atendre

 ‘give one's attention to’ (see attend
 ).





attendant

 
/əˈtendənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed to provide a service to the public in a particular place




•
 
a flight attendant




•
 
a gas station attendant.










2.
 
an assistant to an important person; a servant or courtier.




3.
 
a person who is present at an event, meeting, or function




•
 
he had become a regular attendant at chapel.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring with or as a result of; accompanying




•
 
the sea and its attendant attractions




•
 
he warns against the dangers 
attendant on

 solitary life.










2.
 
(of a person or animal) accompanying another as a companion or assistant




•
 
a pair of blind tourists with their attendant dogs.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Old French, from 
atendre

 ‘give one's attention to’ (see attend
 ).





attendee

 
/əˌtenˈdē ˌatenˈdē/






noun




a person who attends a conference or other gathering.













attention

 
/əˈten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
notice taken of someone or something; the regarding of someone or something as interesting or important




•
 
he 
drew attention to

 three spelling mistakes




•
 
you've never 
paid

 that much 
attention

 to her opinions.










2.
 
the mental faculty of considering or taking notice of someone or something




•
 
he 
turned his attention to

 the educational system.










3.
 
the action of dealing with or taking special care of someone or something




•
 
the business needed her attention




•
 
he failed to give the patient adequate medical attention.










4.
 
(
attentions

 )
 — a person's interest in someone, especially when unwelcome or regarded as excessive




•
 
his primary aim was to avoid the attentions of the newspapers.










5.
 
(
attentions

 )
 — a person's actions intended to express interest of a sexual or romantic nature in someone, sometimes when unwelcome




•
 
she felt flattered by his attentions.










6.
 


[Military]

 a position assumed by a soldier, standing very straight with the heels together and the arms straight down the sides of the body




•
 
the squadron 
stood to attention

 when we arrived




•
 
midshipmen standing 
at attention

 .










7.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — an order to assume the position of attention.








II.
 
derivatives





attentional

 
/-CHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
attentio(n-)

 , from the verb 
attendere

 (see attend
 ).





attention deficit disorder

 
/əˈten(t)SHən ˈdefəsət diˈsôrdər /

 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
 , ADD
 , ADHD






noun




any of a range of behavioral disorders occurring primarily in children, including such symptoms as poor concentration, hyperactivity, and impulsivity.













attention-grabbing






adjective




attracting people's notice; striking




•
 
the buildings were sufficiently attention-grabbing to find their place in international magazines.



















attention span

 
/əˈten(t)SHən span/






noun




the length of time for which a person is able to concentrate mentally on a particular activity.













attentive

 
/əˈten(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
paying close attention to something




•
 
never before had she had such an attentive audience




•
 
Congress should be more 
attentive to

 the interests of taxpayers.










2.
 
assiduously attending to the comfort or wishes of others; very polite or courteous




•
 
the hotel has a pleasant atmosphere and attentive service.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
attentif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
atendre

 ‘give one's attention to’ (see attend
 ).





attentively

 
/əˈten(t)ivlē/






adverb



1.
 
while paying close attention




•
 
throughout our discussion the president listened attentively.










2.
 
while assiduously attending to the comfort or wishes of others; very politely or courteously




•
 
though many of these places see few visitors, they are all attentively staffed by local people who are eager to help.



















attentiveness

 
/əˈten(t)ivnəs/






noun



1.
 
the action of paying close attention to something




•
 
half the children who ate the cereal showed no improvement in attentiveness




•
 
the past scenes are beautifully handled, with a clear 
attentiveness to

 detail.










2.
 
the action of assiduously attending to the comfort or wishes of others; politeness or courtesy




•
 
this sight has maintained its top grading due to the attentiveness of the staff




•
 
Mary was particularly touched by Georgiana's 
attentiveness to

 her during her recovery.



















attenuate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈtenyəˌwāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the force, effect, or value of




•
 
her intolerance was attenuated by a rather unexpected liberalism.










2.
 
reduce the amplitude of (a signal, electric current, or other oscillation).




3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
attenuated

 )
 — reduce the virulence of (a pathogenic organism or vaccine)




•
 
attenuated strains of rabies virus.










4.
 
reduce in thickness; make thin




•
 
the trees are attenuated from being grown too close together.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈtenyo͞oət əˈtenyo͞oˌāt /



1.
 


‹rare›

 reduced in force, effect, or physical thickness.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
attenuat-

 ‘made slender,’ from the verb 
attenuare

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
tenuare

 ‘make thin’ (from 
tenuis

 ‘thin’).





attenuated

 
/əˈtenyəˌwādəd/






adjective



1.
 
unnaturally thin




•
 
she was a drooping, attenuated figure.










2.
 
weakened in force or effect




•
 
Roman influence became attenuated.



















attenuation

 
/əˌtenyo͝oˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the reduction of the force, effect, or value of something




•
 
human security required the attenuation of a wide range of threats to people.










2.
 
the reduction of the amplitude of a signal, electric current, or other oscillation




•
 
the products are used mostly by aircraft manufacturers for noise attenuation in engine housings




•
 [as 
count noun

 ]
 
attenuations of the order of 50 to 200 dB are required.



















attenuator

 
/əˈtenyəˌwādər/






noun




a device consisting of an arrangement of resistors that reduces the strength of a radio or audio signal.













attest

 
/əˈtest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide or serve as clear evidence of




•
 
his status is attested by his recent promotion




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his numerous drawings of ships 
attest to

 his fascination with them.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — declare that something exists or is the case




•
 
I can 
attest to

 his tremendous energy




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the deceased's attorney attested that he had been about to institute divorce proceedings.










3.
 
be a witness to; certify formally




•
 
the witnesses must attest and sign the will in the testator's presence.














II.
 
derivatives





attestation

 
/ˌaˌteˈstāSH(ə)n ˌadəˈstāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
attester

 , from Latin 
attestari

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
testari

 ‘to witness’ (from 
testis

 ‘a witness’).





attic

 
/ˈadik/





I.
 
noun




a space or room just below the roof of a building.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an architectural term designating a small order (column and entablature) above a taller one): from French 
attique

 , from Latin 
Atticus

 ‘relating to Athens or Attica.’






Attic

 
/ˈadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Athens or Attica, or the dialect of Greek spoken there in ancient times.








II.
 
noun




the dialect of Greek used by the ancient Athenians, the chief literary form of classical Greek.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Attikos

 .





Attica

 
/ˈadəkə/





I.
 
a triangular promontory in eastern Greece. With the islands in the Saronic Gulf, it forms a department of Greece, of which Athens is the capital.




II.
 
a town in western New York, the scene of a bloody 1971 prison uprising; pop. 7,533 (est. 2008).









Atticism

 
/ˈadəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




a word or form characteristic of Attic Greek.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
Attikismos

 , from 
Attikos

 (see Attic
 ). From the original sense of ‘the Greek language as used by the Athenians,’ arose the meaning ‘refined, elegant Greek,’ later extended to language in general.





Attila

 
/əˈtilə/






(406–453), king of the Huns 434–453. He ravaged vast areas between the Rhine and the Caspian Sea before being defeated by the joint forces of the Roman army and the Visigoths at Châlons in 451.










attire

 
/əˈtī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




clothes, especially fine or formal ones




•
 
holiday attire.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be attired

 )


1.
 
be dressed in clothes of a specified kind




•
 
Donna was 
attired in

 an elaborate evening gown




•
 (
attired

 )
 
the outrageously attired rock star.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
atirier

 , 
atirer

 ‘equip,’ from 
a tire

 ‘in order,’ of unknown origin.





Attis

 
/ˈadəs /

 

‹Anatolian Mythology›







the youthful consort of Cybele. His death and resurrection were associated with the spring festival.










attitude

 
/ˈadəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a settled way of thinking or feeling about someone or something, typically one that is reflected in a person's behavior




•
 
she took a tough attitude toward other people's indulgences




•
 
being competitive is 
an attitude of mind






•
 
differences in attitude were apparent between groups.










2.
 
a position of the body proper to or implying an action or mental state




•
 
the boy was standing in an 
attitude of

 despair, his chin sunk on his chest.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 truculent or uncooperative behavior; a resentful or antagonistic manner




•
 
I asked the waiter for a clean fork, and all I got was attitude.










4.
 


‹informal›

 individuality and self-confidence as manifested by behavior or appearance; style




•
 
she snapped her fingers 
with attitude

 .










5.
 
the orientation of an aircraft or spacecraft, relative to the direction of travel.




6.
 


[Ballet]

 a position in which one leg is lifted behind with the knee bent at right angles and turned out, and the corresponding arm is raised above the head, the other extended to the side.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting the placing or posture of a figure in art): from French, from Italian 
attitudine

 ‘fitness, posture,’ from late Latin 
aptitudo

 , from 
aptus

 ‘fit.’





attitudinal

 
/ˌadəˈt(y)o͞od(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to attitudes




•
 
unless there are certain attitudinal changes, women will continue to get a raw deal.














II.
 
derivatives





attitudinally






adverb





















attitudinize

 
/ˌadəˈt(y)o͞odnˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adopt or express a particular attitude or attitudes, typically just for effect.








II.
 
derivatives





attitudinizer






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
attitudine

 (see attitude
 ) + -ize
 .





Attleboro

 
/ˈatlˌbərō, -ˌbərə, -ˌbə-rō, ˌbə-rə/






an industrial city in southeastern Massachusetts, northeast of Providence in Rhode Island; pop. 42,833 (est. 2008).









Attlee, Clement

 
/ˈatlē/






1st Earl Attlee (1883–1967), British Labour statesman; Labour prime minister 1945–51; full name 
Clement Richard Attlee

 . His term saw the creation of the modern welfare state and the nationalization of major industries.









attn.






abbreviation




(on an envelope, packet, package, or cover letter) attention (i.e., for the attention of)




•
 
attn.: Harold Carter.



















atto-





I.
 
combining form






[Mathematics]

 (used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 10–18





•
 
attowatt.

















– origin

 from Danish or Norwegian 
atten

 ‘eighteen.’





attorn

 
/əˈtərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 formally make or acknowledge a transfer of something.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 transfer (something) to someone else.








II.
 
phrases





attorn tenant








[Law]

 formally make or acknowledge a transfer of tenancy.















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘turn, change, transform’): from Old French 
atorner

 ‘appoint, assign,’ from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
torner

 ‘to turn.’






attorney

 
/əˈtərnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person appointed to act for another in business or legal matters.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a lawyer.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
atorne

 , past participle of 
atorner

 ‘assign,’ from 
a

 ‘toward’ + 
torner

 ‘turn.’





attorney-at-law






noun




a lawyer who is qualified to represent a client in court.













attorney general

 
AG
 , Atty. Gen.






noun



1.
 
the principal legal officer who represents a country or a state in legal proceedings and gives legal advice to the government.




2.
 
the head of the US Department of Justice.













attornment

 
/əˈtərnmənt/






noun






[Law]

 the formal transference of something to someone else.














attract

 
/əˈtrakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to come to a place or participate in a venture by offering something of interest, favorable conditions, or opportunities




•
 
a campaign to attract more visitors to West Virginia




•
 
he hoped this strategy would attract foreign investment by multinationals.










2.
 
evoke (a specified reaction)




•
 
I did not want to attract attention




•
 
his criticism of the government attracted widespread support.










3.
 
cause (someone) to have a liking for or interest in something




•
 
I was 
attracted to

 the idea of working for a ballet company.










4.
 
cause (someone) to have a sexual or romantic interest in someone




•
 
it was her beauty that attracted him.










5.
 
exert a force on (an object) that is directed toward the source of the force




•
 
the negatively charged ions attract particles of dust.














II.
 
derivatives





attractor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
attract-

 ‘drawn near,’ from the verb 
attrahere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
trahere

 ‘draw.’





attractant

 
/əˈtraktənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that attracts something (especially animals)




•
 
a sex attractant given off by female moths to attract a mate.














II.
 
adjective




attracting.













attraction

 
/əˈtrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or power of evoking interest, pleasure, or liking for someone or something




•
 
she has romantic ideas about sexual attraction




•
 
the timeless attraction of a good tune.










2.
 
a quality or feature of something or someone that evokes interest, liking, or desire




•
 
this reform has many 
attractions for

 those on the left




•
 
the main attraction of Peking duck is the crackling texture of its skin.










3.
 
a thing or place that draws visitors by providing something of interest or pleasure




•
 
the church is the town's main tourist attraction.










4.
 


[Physics]

 a force under the influence of which objects tend to move toward each other




•
 
gravitational attraction.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 the influence exerted by one word on another that causes it to change to an incorrect form, e.g., 
the wages of sin is

 (for 
are

 ) 
death

 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of a poultice in drawing matter from the tissues): from Latin 
attractio(n-)

 , from the verb 
attrahere

 (see attract
 ).





attractive

 
/əˈtraktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a thing) pleasing or appealing to the senses




•
 
an attractive home




•
 
foliage can be as attractive as flowers.










2.
 
(of a person) appealing to look at; sexually alluring




•
 
an attractive, charismatic man.










3.
 
(of a thing) having beneficial qualities or features that induce someone to accept what is being offered




•
 
the site is close to the high-rent district, which should make it 
attractive to

 developers.










4.
 
of or relating to attraction between physical objects.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘absorbent’): from French 
attractif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
attractivus

 , from the verb 
attrahere

 (see attract
 ).





attractively

 
/əˈtraktivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is pleasing or appealing to the senses




•
 
desserts were attractively presented.










2.
 
(with reference to a person) in such a way as to be appealing or sexually alluring to look at




•
 
fashion-conscious women should be entitled to dress attractively.










3.
 
in a way that arouses interest




•
 
the properties are attractively priced.



















attractiveness

 
/əˈtraktivnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being pleasing or appealing to the senses




•
 
this scheme could enhance the attractiveness of the area.










2.
 
(in a person) the quality of being appealing or sexually alluring to look at




•
 
my aunt did not marry until late in life in spite of her attractiveness




•
 
she was aware of her husband's magnetic 
attractiveness to

 women.










3.
 
the possession of qualities or features that arouse interest




•
 
the new agreements will enhance the city 's 
attractiveness to

 overseas investors.



















attributable

 
/əˈtribyo͝odəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(
attributable to

 )
 — regarded as being caused by




•
 
43 percent of all deaths in Ireland were attributable to cardiovascular disease.










2.
 
(often 
attributable to

 )
 — (of a work or remark) able to be ascribed to a particular author, artist, or speaker




•
 
some 50 liturgical works by or attributable to him have survived




•
 
this may be Leonardo 's earliest securely attributable painting.




















attribute





I.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈtriˌbyo͞ot /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (
attribute something to

 )


1.
 
regard something as being caused by (someone or something)




•
 
he attributed the firm's success to the efforts of the managing director




•
 
the bombing was attributed to the IRA.










2.
 
ascribe a work or remark to (a particular author, artist, or speaker)




•
 
the building was attributed to Frank Lloyd Wright.










3.
 
regard a quality or feature as characteristic of or possessed by (someone or something)




•
 
ancient peoples attributed magic properties to certain stones.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈatrəˌbyo͞ot /



1.
 
a quality or feature regarded as a characteristic or inherent part of someone or something




•
 
flexibility and mobility are the key attributes of our army.










2.
 
a material object recognized as symbolic of a person, especially a conventional object used in art to identify a saint or mythical figure.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of information that determines the properties of a field or tag in a database or a string of characters in a display.




4.
 


[Grammar]

 an attributive adjective or noun.




5.
 


[Statistics]

 a real property that a statistical analysis is attempting to describe.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: as a noun from Old French 
attribut

 , and as a verb from Latin 
attribut-

 ‘allotted,’ both from the verb 
attribuere

 , from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
tribuere

 ‘assign.’





attribution

 
/ˌatrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
attribution to

 )


1.
 
the action of regarding something as being caused by a person or thing




•
 
the electorate was disillusioned with his immediate attribution of the bombings to a separatist group.










2.
 
the action of ascribing a work or remark to a particular author, artist, or person




•
 
the study of Constable is fraught with problems of attribution




•
 
the attribution to Mozart on the title page is correct




•
 
he bought pictures unseen, according to their attributions.










3.
 
the action of regarding a quality or feature as characteristic of or possessed by a person or thing




•
 
the main unreality of this novel is her attribution of complicated emotions to her male characters




•
 
attributions of false motives, especially of greed, are commonplace.














II.
 
derivatives





attributional






adjective





















attribution theory

 
/ˌatrəˈbyo͞oSHən ˌTHēərē/






noun






[Psychology]

 a theory that supposes that one attempts to understand the behavior of others by attributing feelings, beliefs, and intentions to them.














attributive

 
/əˈtribyədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of an adjective or noun) preceding the word it qualifies or modifies and expressing an attribute, as 
old

 in 
the old dog

 (but not in 
the dog is old

 ) and 
expiration

 in 
expiration date

 (but not in 
date of expiration

 ).

Often contrasted with predicative
 .








II.
 
derivatives





attributively

 
/əˈtribyədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘a word expressing an attribute’): from French 
attributif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
attribut

 ‘an attribute,’ from Latin 
attribuere

 ‘add to’ (see attribute
 ).





attrit

 
/əˈtrit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 wear down (an opponent or enemy) by sustained action




•
 
his defense was designed to attrit us.

















– origin

 World War I: back-formation from attrition
 .






attrition

 
/əˈtriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of gradually reducing the strength or effectiveness of someone or something through sustained attack or pressure




•
 
the council is trying to wear down the opposition by attrition




•
 
the squadron suffered severe attrition of its bombers.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 the gradual reduction of a workforce by employees' leaving and not being replaced rather than by their being laid off




•
 
with so few retirements since March, the year's attrition was insignificant.










3.
 
wearing away by friction; abrasion




•
 
the skull shows attrition of the edges of the teeth.










4.
 
(in scholastic theology) sorrow, but not contrition, for sin.








II.
 
derivatives





attritional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
attritio(n-)

 , from 
atterere

 ‘to rub.’





Attu

 
/ˈato͞o/






an island in southwestern Alaska, the westernmost of the Aleutian Islands. During World War II, it was occupied by Japanese forces.









Attucks, Crispus

 
/ˈatəks/






(c.1723–70), American revolutionary. Believed to have been either an escaped or freed slave, he was one of five colonists killed by British soldiers in the Boston Massacre on March 5, 1770.









attune

 
/əˈt(y)o͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be attuned

 )


1.
 
make receptive or aware




•
 
a society more 
attuned to

 consumerism than ideology




•
 (as 
adj.

 
attuned

 )
 
the department is very attuned politically.










2.
 
accustom or acclimatize




•
 
students are not 
attuned to

 making decisions.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become receptive to or aware of




•
 
a conscious attempt to 
attune to

 the wider audience.










4.
 
make harmonious




•
 
the interests of East and West are now closely attuned.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from at-
 + tune
 .





Atty.






abbreviation




Attorney.













Atty. Gen.






abbreviation




Attorney General.













ATV






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 all-terrain vehicle.













Atwater

 
/ˈatˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






a city in central California; pop. 26,565 (est. 2008).









Atwood, Margaret

 
/ˈatˌwo͝od/






(1939–), Canadian novelist, poet, critic, and short-story writer; full name 
Margaret Eleanor Atwood

 . Notable works: 
The Edible Woman

 (1969), 
The Handmaid's Tale

 (1985), 
Cat's Eye

 (1989), and 
The Blind Assassin

 (Booker Prize, 2000).









atypical

 
/ˌāˈtipək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not representative of a type, group, or class




•
 
a sample of people who are rather atypical of the target audience




•
 
there were somewhat atypical results in May and November.














II.
 
derivatives





atypically

 
/ˌāˈtipik(ə)lē /






adverb





















atypicality

 
/āˌtipiˈkalədē/






noun




the quality of not being representative of a type, group, or class




•
 
we would stress the atypicality of the presentation.



















Au





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element gold.











– origin

 from Latin 
aurum

 .





AU






abbreviation



1.
 
ångström unit(s).




2.
 
(also 
a.u.

 )
 — astronomical unit(s).













aubade

 
/ōˈbäd/





I.
 
noun




a poem or piece of music appropriate to the dawn or early morning.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
albada

 , from 
alba

 ‘dawn.’





auberge

 
/ōˈberZH/





I.
 
noun




an inn in France or another French-speaking country.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
alberga

 ‘lodging.’





aubergine

 
/ˈōbərˌZHēn/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for eggplant
 .




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a dark purple color like that of eggplant.













Aubrey, John

 
/ˈôbrē/






(1626–97), English antiquarian and author. He is noted for 
Brief Lives

 , a collection of biographies of eminent people.









aubrietia

 
/ôˈbrēSH(ē)ə /

 
aubretia





I.
 
noun




a dwarf evergreen Eurasian trailing plant with dense masses of foliage and purple, pink, or white flowers. It is widely cultivated in rock gardens and on banks.

[
Aubrieta deltoidea

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after Claude 
Aubriet

 (1668–1743), French botanist. / 
usage:

 
Aubretia

 is named after French botanist Claude 
Aubriet

 , and the original spelling was 
aubrieta

 , which is the plant's genus name. In nontechnical use, however, the forms 
aubrietia

 and 
aubretia

 are now more usual.





auburn

 
/ˈôbərn/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a person's hair) of a reddish-brown color.








II.
 
noun




a reddish-brown color.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
auborne

 , 
alborne

 , from Latin 
alburnus

 ‘whitish,’ from 
albus

 ‘white.’ The original sense was ‘yellowish white,’ but the word became associated with 
brown

 because in the 16th and 17th centuries it was often written 
abrune

 or 
abroun

 .





Auburn

 
/ˈôbərn/





I.
 
an academic city in eastern Alabama, home to Auburn University; pop. 56,088 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Maine, on the Androscoggin River, across from Lewiston; pop. 23,177 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an industrial and commercial city in west central New York, on Owasco Lake; pop. 27,138 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
an industrial city in west central Washington; pop. 55,426 (est. 2008).









Aubusson

 
/ˈōbəˌsôn/





I.
 
noun




a kind of French tapestry or carpet, principally from the 18th century.











– origin

 from 
Aubusson

 , the name of a town in central France where the tapestries were made.





AUC





I.
 
abbreviation




used to indicate a date reckoned from 753 
BC

 , the year of the foundation of Rome




•
 
765 
AUC

 .

















– origin

 from Latin 
ab urbe condita

 ‘from the foundation of the city,’ also 
anno urbis conditae

 ‘in the year of the founding of the city.’





Auchincloss, Louis Stanton

 
/ˈôkənˌkläs/






(1917–2010), US lawyer and author; early pseudonym 
Andrew Lee

 . His novels and short stories often depict life among the elite of New York City.









Auckland

 
/ˈôklənd/






the largest city and chief seaport of New Zealand, on North Island; pop. 404,658 (2006). It was the capital of New Zealand until 1865.









au contraire

 
/ō ˌkänˈtre(ə)r/





I.
 
exclamation






‹often humorous›

 on the contrary.











– origin

 French.





au courant

 
/ˌō ˈko͝oränt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
aware of what is going on; well informed




•
 
they were 
au courant with

 the literary scene.










2.
 
fashionable




•
 
light, low-fat, au courant recipes.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘in the (regular) course.’





auction

 
/ˈôkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public sale in which goods or property are sold to the highest bidder




•
 
the books are expected to fetch a six-figure sum at tomorrow's auction




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an auction sale.










2.
 
the action or process of selling something at an auction




•
 
the Ferrari sold 
at auction

 for $10 million.










3.
 


[Bridge]

 the part of the play in which players bid to decide the contract in which the hand shall be played.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell or offer for sale at an auction




•
 
his collection of vintage cars is to be 
auctioned off

 tomorrow.














III.
 
phrases





on the auction block






see on the block
 at block
 .















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
auctio(n)-

 ‘increase, auction,’ from the verb 
augere

 ‘to increase.’





auction bridge

 
/ˈôkSHən brij/






noun




an obsolete form of the card game bridge, in which all tricks won count toward the game whether bid or not.













auctioneer

 
/ˌôkSHəˈnir/





I.
 
noun




a person who conducts auctions by accepting bids and declaring goods sold.








II.
 
derivatives





auctioneering






noun





















auction house

 
/ˈôkSHən ˌhous/






noun




a company that runs auctions.














audacious

 
/ôˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing a willingness to take surprisingly bold risks




•
 
a series of audacious takeovers.










2.
 
showing an impudent lack of respect




•
 
an audacious remark.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
audaciously

 
/ôˈdāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
audaciousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
audax

 , 
audac-

 ‘bold’ (from 
audere

 ‘dare’) + -ious
 .





audacity

 
/ôˈdasədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the willingness to take bold risks




•
 
her audacity came in handy during our most recent emergency.










2.
 
rude or disrespectful behavior; impudence




•
 
she 
had the audacity to

 pick up the receiver and ask me to hang up.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
audacitas

 , from 
audax

 , 
audac-

 ‘bold’ (see audacious
 ).





audax

 
/ˈôˌdaks/





I.
 
noun




a type of long-distance road cycling event in which participants must navigate a route within a specified period of time




•
 
I'm riding a 100k audax on Sunday.

















– origin

 via French from Italian (apparently originally with reference to a ride from Rome to Naples first held in 1897), from Latin 
audax

 , 
audac-

 ‘bold, daring’ (see audacious
 ).





Auden, W. H.

 
/ˈôdn/






(1907–73), British poet; full name 
Wystan Hugh Auden

 . He was a leading left-wing poet and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for 
The Age of Anxiety

 (1947).









audial

 
/ˈôdēəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or perceived through the sense of hearing.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
audire

 ‘hear’ (compare with audile
 ), on the pattern of 
visual

 .






audible

 
/ˈôdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be heard




•
 
ultrasound is audible to dogs.














II.
 
noun






[Football]

 a change in the offensive play called by the quarterback at the line of scrimmage.








III.
 
derivatives





audibility

 
/ˌôdəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
audibilis

 , from 
audire

 ‘hear.’





audibly

 
/ˈôdəblē/






adverb




in a way that can be heard




•
 
the view of the snow-capped Alps caused everyone in the carriage to gasp audibly.




















audience

 
/ˈôdēəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the assembled spectators or listeners at a public event, such as a play, movie, concert, or meeting




•
 
the orchestra was given an enthusiastic ovation from the audience.










2.
 
the people who watch or listen to a television or radio program




•
 
the program attracted an audience of almost twenty million.










3.
 
the readership of a book, magazine, or newspaper




•
 
the newspaper has a sophisticated audience.










4.
 
the people giving or likely to give attention to something




•
 
there will always be an audience for romantic literature.










5.
 
a formal interview with a person in authority




•
 
he demanded an audience with the pope.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 formal hearing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
audientia

 , from 
audire

 ‘hear.’






audile

 
/ˈôdīl/





I.
 
adjective




another term for auditory
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed from Latin 
audire

 ‘hear,’ on the pattern of 
tactile

 .





audio

 
/ˈôdēō/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
sound, especially when recorded, transmitted, or reproduced




•
 
audio equipment




•
 
the machine can retrieve and play audio from a CD-ROM.

















– origin

 1930s: independent usage of audio-
 .






audio-

 
/ˈôdēō/





I.
 
combining form




relating to hearing or sound




•
 
audiometer




•
 
audio-visual.

















– origin

 from Latin 
audire

 ‘hear.’





Audio-Animatronics

 
/ˌôdēōˌanəməˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun




trademark for animatronics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Audio-Animatronic






adjective





















audiobook

 
/ˈôdēōˌbo͝ok /

 
audio book






noun




an audiocassette or CD recording of a reading of a book, typically a novel.













audiocassette

 
/ˌôdēōkəˈset/






noun




a cassette of audiotape.













audio frequency

 
/ˈôdēō ˈfrēkwənsē/






noun




a frequency of oscillation capable of being perceived by the human ear, generally between 20 and 20,000 Hz.













audiogram

 
/ˈôdēōˌɡram/






noun




a graphic record produced by audiometry.













audio guide






noun




a handheld device that provides recorded information for visitors touring a museum, gallery, or other place of interest.













audiology

 
/ˌôdēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science and medicine concerned with the sense of hearing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
audiological

 
/-əˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
audiologist

 
/ˌôdēˈäləjəst /






noun





















audiometry

 
/ˌôdēˈämətrē/





I.
 
noun




measurement of the range and sensitivity of a person's sense of hearing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
audiometer

 
/ˌôdēˈämədər /






noun













2.
 
audiometric

 
/-əˈmetrik /






adjective





















audiophile

 
/ˈôdēōˌfīl/






noun




a hi-fi enthusiast.













audiotape

 
/ˈôdēōˌtāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
magnetic tape on which sound can be recorded.




2.
 
a length of this, typically in the form of a cassette.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (sound) on tape




•
 
each interview was audiotaped and transcribed.



















audiovisual

 
/ˌôdēōˈviZHo͞oəl/






adjective




using both sight and sound, typically in the form of slides or video and recorded speech or music




•
 
audiovisual presentations.



















audit

 
/ˈôdət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official inspection of an individual's or organization's accounts, typically by an independent body.




2.
 
a systematic review or assessment of something




•
 
a complete audit of flora and fauna at the site.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conduct an official financial examination of (an individual's or organization's accounts)




•
 
companies must have their accounts audited.










2.
 
conduct a systematic review of




•
 
auditing obstetrical and neonatal care.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 attend (a class) informally, not for academic credit.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
auditus

 ‘hearing,’ from 
audire

 ‘hear,’ in medieval Latin 
auditus (compoti

 ) ‘audit (of an account),’ an audit originally being presented orally.





audition

 
/ôˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an interview for a particular role or job as a singer, actor, dancer, or musician, consisting of a practical demonstration of the candidate's suitability and skill.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform an audition




•
 
he was 
auditioning for

 the lead role in the play.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assess the suitability of (someone) for a role by means of an audition




•
 
she was 
auditioning

 people 
for

 her new series.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘power of hearing or listening’): from Latin 
auditio(n)-

 , from 
audire

 ‘hear.’ The current sense of the noun dates from the late 19th cent.





auditive

 
/ˈôdədiv/






adjective




another term for auditory
 .













auditor

 
/ˈôdədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who conducts an audit.




2.
 
a listener




•
 
so low was Jim's voice that his auditors had to give it close attention.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who attends a class informally without working for academic credit.








II.
 
derivatives





auditorial

 
/ˌôdəˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
auditeur

 , from Latin 
auditor

 , from 
audire

 ‘to hear.’





auditorium

 
/ˌôdəˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a theater, concert hall, or other public building in which the audience sits.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large building or hall used for public gatherings, typically speeches or stage performances.




3.
 
a large room for public gatherings, especially in a school.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally in the general sense ‘a place for hearing’): from Latin, neuter of 
auditorius

 ‘relating to hearing’ (see auditory
 ).






auditory

 
/ˈôdəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the sense of hearing




•
 
the auditory nerves




•
 
teaching methods use both visual and auditory stimulation.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
auditorius

 , from 
audire

 ‘hear.’





audit trail






noun



1.
 
a system that traces the detailed transactions relating to any item in an accounting record




•
 
with no satisfactory audit trail, not all overpayments had been identified.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a record of the changes that have been made to a database or file




•
 
you must be able to provide a complete audit trail of user activity across all these systems.



















Audubon, John James

 
/ˈôdəˌbän/






(1785–1851), US naturalist and artist. His most notable work is 
The Birds of America

 (1827–38), in which he portrayed even the largest birds life-size and painted them in action.









Auerbach, Frank

 
/ˈou-ərˌbäk, -ˌbäKH/






(1931–), British painter, born in Germany.









Auerbach, Red

 
/ˈou-ərˌbak, -ˌbäk/






(1917–2006), US basketball coach; full name 
Arnold Jacob Auerbach

 . As coach of the Boston Celtics 1950–66, he led the team to nine National Basketball Association (NBA) championships 1957, 1959–66. Basketball Hall of Fame (1968).









au fait

 
/ˌō ˈfā/





I.
 
adjective

 — (
au fait with

 )


1.
 
having a good or detailed knowledge of something




•
 
you should 
be

 reasonably 
au fait with

 the company and its products.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘to the fact, to the point.’





au fond

 
/ˌō ˈfônd/





I.
 
adverb




in essence




•
 
she might be, 
au fond

 , quite a pleasant woman.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘at bottom.’





Aug.






abbreviation




August.













Augean

 
/ôˈjēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Augeas




•
 
the Augean stables.










2.
 
(of a task or problem) requiring so much effort to complete or solve as to seem impossible




•
 
Augean amounts of debris to clear.



















Augeas

 
/ôˈjēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a legendary king whose vast stables had never been cleaned. Hercules cleaned them in a day by diverting the Alpheus River to flow through them.










augend

 
/ˈôˌjend/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Computing]

 the number to which an addend is added.




•
 
we can begin with the combination in which both the addend and the augend are 0's but the carry bit from the previous column is a 1.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via German from Latin 
augendus

 , gerundive of 
augere

 ‘to increase.’






auger

 
/ˈôɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool with a helical bit for boring holes in wood.




2.
 
a tool with a large helical bit for boring holes in the ground.











– origin

 Old English 
nafogār

 , from 
nafu

 (see nave
 2
 ) + 
gār

 ‘piercer.’ The 
n

 was lost by wrong division of 
a nauger

 ; compare with adder
 and apron
 .





Auger effect

 
/ōˈZHā əˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a process in which an electron in an outer shell of an atom makes a transition to a vacancy in an inner shell. The energy gained is transferred to an electron that escapes from the atom.











– origin

 1930s: named after Pierre V. 
Auger

 (1899–1944), French physicist.






aught1


 
/ôt /

 

‹archaic›


 
ought





I.
 
pronoun




anything at all




•
 
know you aught of this fellow, young sir?

















– origin

 Old English 
āwiht

 (see aye
 2
 , wight
 ).






aught2


 
/ôt/






noun




the digit 0; zero.













augite

 
/ˈôjīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark green or black aluminosilicate mineral of the pyroxene group. It occurs in many igneous rocks, including basalt, gabbro, and diabase.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
augites

 , denoting a precious stone (probably turquoise), from Greek 
augitēs

 , from 
augē

 ‘luster.’






augment





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ôɡˈment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) greater by adding to it; increase




•
 
he augmented his summer income by painting houses.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈôɡˌment /



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 a vowel prefixed to past tenses of verbs in Greek and other Indo-European languages.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
augmenter

 (verb), 
augment

 (noun), or late Latin 
augmentare

 , from Latin 
augere

 ‘to increase.’





augmentation

 
/ˌôɡmenˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of making or becoming greater in size or amount




•
 
the augmentation of the curriculum with new subjects.










2.
 


[Music]

 the lengthening of the time values of notes in a melodic part.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 an addition to a coat of arms granted as a mark of special honor.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
augmentatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
augmentare

 (see augment
 ).





augmentative

 
/ôɡˈmen(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of an affix or derived word) reinforcing the idea of the original word, especially by meaning ‘a large —,’ as with the Italian suffix 
-one

 in 
borrone

 ‘ravine,’ compared with 
borro

 ‘ditch.’











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘having a tendency to increase’): from Old French 
augmentatif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
augmentativus

 , from the verb 
augmentare

 (see augment
 ).





augmented

 
/ˌôɡˈmentəd/






adjective



1.
 
having been made greater in size or value




•
 
augmented pensions for those retiring at 65.










2.
 


[Music]

 denoting or containing an interval that is one semitone greater than the corresponding major or perfect interval




•
 
augmented fourths.



















augmented reality






noun




a technology that superimposes a computer-generated image on a user's view of the real world, thus providing a composite view.














au gratin

 
/ˌō ˈɡrätn ō ˈɡratan/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
sprinkled with breadcrumbs or grated cheese, or both, and browned




•
 
lentils and mushrooms au gratin.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘by grating.’





Augsburg

 
/ˈôɡzˌbərɡ, ˈouksˌbo͝ork/






a city in southern Germany, in Bavaria; pop. 262,500 (est. 2006).









Augsburg Confession






a statement of the Lutheran position, drawn up mainly by Melanchthon and approved by Luther before being presented to the Emperor Charles V at Augsburg on June 25, 1530.










augur

 
/ˈôɡər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
augur well/badly/ill

 )


1.
 
(of an event or circumstance) portend a good or bad outcome




•
 
the end of the Cold War seemed to augur well




•
 
the return to the gold standard augured badly for industry.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — portend or bode (a specified outcome)




•
 
a new coalition would not augur a new period of social reforms.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 foresee or predict.








II.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) a religious official who observed natural signs, especially the behavior of birds, interpreting these as an indication of divine approval or disapproval of a proposed action.








III.
 
derivatives





augural

 
/ˈôɡ(y)ərəl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin, ‘diviner.’





augury

 
/ˈôɡ(y)ərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sign of what will happen in the future; an omen




•
 
they heard the sound as an augury of death.










2.
 
the work of an augur; the interpretation of omens.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘divination’): from Old French 
augurie

 or Latin 
augurium

 ‘interpretation of omens,’ from 
augur

 (see augur
 ).





august

 
/ôˈɡəst/





I.
 
adjective




respected and impressive




•
 
she was in august company.














II.
 
derivatives





augustly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
auguste

 or Latin 
augustus

 ‘consecrated, venerable.’





August

 
/ˈôɡəst/





I.
 
noun




the eighth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the last month of summer




•
 
the sultry haze of late August




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an August cold snap.

















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
augustus

 ‘consecrated, venerable’; named after Augustus
 Caesar, the first Roman emperor.





Augusta

 
/əˈɡəstə/





I.
 
a city in eastern Georgia; since a 1996 merger, is part of Augusta–Richmond County; consolidated pop. 199,486 (est. 2008).




II.
 
the capital of Maine, in the southwestern part of the state, on the Kennebec River; pop. 18,282 (est. 2008).









Augustan

 
/ôˈɡəstən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
connected with or occurring during the reign of the Roman emperor Augustus.




2.
 
relating to or denoting Latin literature of the reign of Augustus, including the works of Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and Livy.




3.
 
relating to or denoting 17th- and 18th-century English literature of a style considered refined and classical, including the works of Pope, Addison, and Swift.








II.
 
noun




a writer of the (Latin or English) Augustan age.











– origin

 from Latin 
Augustanus

 ‘relating to Augustus’ (see Augustus
 ).





Augustine

 
/ˈôɡəstēn/





I.
 
noun




an Augustinian friar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
augustin

 , from Latin 
Augustinus

 ‘Augustine’ (see Augustinian
 ).





Augustine, St.1


 
/ˈôɡəˌstēn, əˈɡəstən/






(died 
c.

 604), Italian churchman; known as 
St. Augustine of Canterbury

 . Sent from Rome by Pope Gregory the Great, he founded a monastery at Canterbury and became its first archbishop. Feast day, May 26.









Augustine, St.2







(354–430), doctor of the Church; known as 
St. Augustine of Hippo

 . He became bishop of Hippo in North Africa in 396. His writings, such as 
Confessions

 (400) and 
City of God

 (412–427), dominated subsequent Western theology. Feast day, August 28.










Augustinian

 
/ˌôɡəˈstinēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to St. Augustine of Hippo or his theological doctrines.




2.
 
of or relating to a religious order observing a rule derived from St. Augustine's writings.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an Augustinian order.




2.
 
an adherent of the doctrines of St. Augustine.














Augustus

 
/əˈɡəstəs/






(63 
BC

 –
AD

 14), the first Roman emperor; born 
Gaius Octavianus

 ; also called 
Octavian

 . He was adopted in the will of his great-uncle Julius Caesar and gained supreme power by his defeat of Antony in 31 
BC

 . In 27 
BC

 he was given the title Augustus (“venerable”) and became in effect emperor.









au jus

 
/ō ˈZHo͞os, ˈZHY/





I.
 
adjective




(of meat) with its own natural juices from cooking.











– origin

 French 'with the juice.'.






auk

 
/ôk/





I.
 
noun




a short-winged diving seabird found in northern oceans, typically with a black head and black and white underparts.

[Family 
Alcidae

 (the 
auk family

 ), which comprises the guillemots, murres, razorbills, puffins, and their relatives. See also great auk
 , dovekie
 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Old Norse 
álka

 ‘razorbill.’





auklet

 
/ˈôklət/






noun




a small stubby auk (seabird) found in the North Pacific, typically with gray underparts.

[
Aethia

 and three other genera, family 
Alcidae

 : several species.]














auld

 
/ôld ōld/





I.
 
adjective




Scottish form of old
 .











– origin

 Old English 
ald

 , Anglian form of old
 .






auld lang syne

 
/ôld laNG ˈzīn, ˈsīn/





I.
 
noun




times long past.








II.
 
phrases





for auld lang syne






for old times' sake.















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Scots (see auld
 , lang syne
 ). The phrase was popularized as the title and refrain of a song by Robert Burns (1788).





au naturel

 
/ˌō ˌnaCHəˈrel/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
with no elaborate treatment, dressing, or preparation


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I wear my hair au naturel these days




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the cheese is delicious whether au naturel or seasoned.










2.
 
(humorous) naked.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘in the natural (state).’





Aung San

 
/ˌouNG ˈsän/






(1914–47), Burmese nationalist leader. As leader of the Council of Ministers, he negotiated a promise of self-government from the British shortly before his assassination.









Aung San Suu Kyi

 
/ˌouNG ˌsän ˌso͞o ˈCHē/






(1945–), Burmese political leader, daughter of Aung San and leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD) 1988– . She was kept under house arrest 1989–95, and the military government refused to recognize her party's victory in the 1990 elections. From 2000 she was frequently detained again before being released in 2010. Nobel Peace Prize (1991).










aunt

 
/ant änt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sister of one's father or mother or the wife of one's uncle.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an unrelated older woman friend, especially of a child.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ante

 , from Latin 
amita

 .





auntie

 
/ˈan(t)ē /

 
aunty






noun




informal term for aunt
 .













Aunt Sally

 
/ˌant ˈsalē/






noun



1.
 
a game played in some parts of Britain in which players throw sticks or balls at a wooden dummy.




2.
 
a dummy used in the game of Aunt Sally.




3.
 
a person or thing that is subjected to much criticism, especially one set up as an easy target for it.













au pair

 
/ˌō ˈper/





I.
 
noun




a young foreign person, typically a woman, who helps with housework or child care in exchange for room and board.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘on equal terms.’ The phrase was originally adjectival, describing an arrangement between two parties paid for by the exchange of mutual services; the noun usage dates from the 1960s.





aura

 
/ˈôrə/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the distinctive atmosphere or quality that seems to surround and be generated by a person, thing, or place




•
 
the ceremony retains 
an aura of

 mystery.










2.
 
a supposed emanation surrounding the body of a living creature, viewed by mystics, spiritualists, and some practitioners of complementary medicine as the essence of the individual, and allegedly discernible by people with special sensibilities.




3.
 
any invisible emanation, especially a scent or odor




•
 
there was a faint aura of disinfectant.










4.
 
(
pl.

 also aurae )
 — 

[Medicine]

 a warning sensation experienced before an attack of epilepsy or migraine.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a gentle breeze): via Latin from Greek, ‘breeze, breath.’ Current senses date from the 18th cent.





aural

 
/ˈôrəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ear or the sense of hearing




•
 
aural anatomy




•
 
information held in written, aural, or database form.














II.
 
derivatives





aurally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
auris

 ‘ear’ + -al
 . / 
usage:

 The words 
aural

 and 
oral

 have the same pronunciation in standard English, which is sometimes a source of confusion. A distinctive pronunciation for 
aural

 has been proposed, with the first syllable rhyming with 
cow

 , but it has not become standard.





Aurangzeb

 
/ˌôräNGˈzeb/






(1618–1707), Mogul emperor of Hindustan 1658–1707, who increased the Mogul empire to its greatest extent.









aurar

 
/ˈouˌrär, ˈoi-/






plural form of eyrir
 .









aureate

 
/ˈôrēət ˈôrēˌāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting, made of, or having the color of gold.




2.
 
(of language) highly ornamented or elaborate.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
aureatus

 , from Latin 
aureus

 ‘golden,’ from 
aurum

 ‘gold.’





Aurelian

 
/ôˈrēlēən/






(
c.

 215–275), Roman emperor 270–275; Latin name 
Lucius Domitius Aurelianus

 .









Aurelius, Marcus

 
/ôˈrēlēəs/






(121–80), Roman emperor 161–180; full name 
Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus

 . He was occupied for much of his reign with wars against invading Germanic tribes. His 
Meditations

 are evidence of his philosophical interest.









aureole

 
/ˈôrēˌōl /

 
aureola





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circle of light or brightness surrounding something, especially as depicted in art around the head or body of a person represented as holy.




2.
 
another term for corona
 1
 (
sense

 1).




3.
 
another term for areola
 .




4.
 


[Geology]

 the zone of metamorphosed rock surrounding an igneous intrusion.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aureole

 , from Latin 
aureola

 (
corona

 ) ‘golden (crown),’ feminine of 
aureolus

 (diminutive of 
aureus

 , from 
aurum

 ‘gold’).





aureus

 
/ˈôrēəs/





I.
 
noun




a gold coin of ancient Rome, worth 25 silver denarii.











– origin

 Latin, noun use of 
aureus

 ‘golden,’ from 
aurum

 ‘gold.’





au revoir

 
/ˌō rəvˈwär/





I.
 
exclamation




good-bye until we meet again.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘to the seeing again.’





auric1


 
/ˈôrik/






adjective




of or relating to the aura supposedly surrounding a living creature.













auric2


 
/ˈôrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of gold with a valence of three.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
aurum

 ‘gold’ + -ic
 .





Auric, Georges

 
/ōˈrēk/






(1899–1983), French composer. He is best known for his scores for movies such as 
The Lavender Hill Mob

 (1951) and 
Moulin Rouge

 (1952).










auricle

 
/ˈôrək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a structure resembling an ear or earlobe.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 another term for atrium
 (of the heart).




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 strictly, a small muscular appendage of each atrium.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 the external part or pinna of the ear.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
auricula

 ‘external part of the ear,’ diminutive of 
auris

 ‘ear.’





auricular

 
/ôˈrikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ear or hearing.




2.
 
of, relating to, or shaped like an auricle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
auricularis

 , from 
auricula

 , diminutive of 
auris

 ‘ear.’





auriculate

 
/ôˈrikyələt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having one or more structures shaped like an ear or earlobe.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
auricula

 ‘external part of the ear’ (diminutive of 
auris

 ‘ear’) + -ate
 2
 .





auriculotherapy

 
/ôˌrikyəlōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




a form of acupuncture applied to points on the ear in order to treat other parts of the body.











– origin

 1970s: from Latin 
auricula

 ‘external part of the ear’ + 
therapy

 .





auriferous

 
/ôˈrifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of rocks or minerals) containing gold.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
aurifer

 ‘gold-bearing’ (from 
aurum

 ‘gold’) + -ous
 .





Auriga

 
/ôˈrīɡə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large northern constellation (the Charioteer), said to represent a man holding a whip.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Aurigae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Theta Aurigae.













– origin

 Latin.





Aurignacian

 
/ˌôriɡˈnāSHən, ˌôrinˈyā-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the early stages of the Upper Paleolithic culture in Europe and the Near East. It is dated in most places to about 34,000–29,000 years ago and is associated with Cro-Magnon Man.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Aurignacian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Aurignacian culture or period.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
Aurignacien

 , from 
Aurignac

 in southwestern France, where remains of this culture were found.






auriscope

 
/ˈôrəˌskōp /

 
auroscope





I.
 
noun




another term for otoscope
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
auris

 ‘ear’ + -scope
 .






aurochs

 
/ˈouˌräks ˈôˌräks/





I.
 
noun




a large wild Eurasian ox that was the ancestor of domestic cattle. It was probably exterminated in Britain in the Bronze Age, and the last one was killed in Poland in 1627.

Also called urus
 . [
Bos taurus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German, early variant of 
Auerochs

 , from Old High German 
ūrohso

 , from 
ūr

 (form also found in Old English, of unknown origin) + 
ohso

 ‘ox.’






aurora

 
/əˈrôrə ôˈrôrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a natural electrical phenomenon characterized by the appearance of streamers of reddish or greenish light in the sky, usually near the northern or southern magnetic pole.

[
borealis

 from Latin, ‘northern,’ based on Greek 
Boreas

 , the god of the north wind; 
australis

 from Latin, ‘southern,’ from 
Auster

 ‘the south, the south wind.’] The effect is caused by the interaction of charged particles from the sun with atoms in the upper atmosphere. In northern and southern regions it is respectively called 
aurora borealis

 or 
Northern Lights

 and 
aurora australis

 or 
Southern Lights

 .




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 the dawn.








II.
 
derivatives





auroral

 
/əˈrôrəl ôˈrôrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin, ‘dawn, goddess of the dawn.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 18th cent.





Aurora1


 
/əˈrôrə/





I.
 
a city in north central Colorado, east of Denver; pop. 319,057 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in northeastern Illinois; pop. 171,782 (est. 2008).










Aurora2


 
/əˈrôrə, ôˈrôrə /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







goddess of the dawn.

Greek equivalent Eos
 .









AUS

 
A.U.S.






abbreviation




Army of the United States.













Auschwitz

 
/ˈouSHvits/






a Nazi concentration camp in World War II, near the town of Oświęcim (Auschwitz) in Poland.









auscultation

 
/ˌôskəlˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of listening to sounds from the heart, lungs, or other organs, typically with a stethoscope, as a part of medical diagnosis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
auscultate

 
/ˈôskəlˌtāt /






verb













2.
 
auscultatory

 
/ôˈskəltəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
auscultatio(n-)

 , from 
auscultare

 ‘listen to.’





Auslese

 
/ˈouslāzə/





I.
 
noun




a white wine of German origin or style made from selected bunches of grapes picked later than the general harvest.











– origin

 from German, from 
aus

 ‘out’ + 
Lese

 ‘picking, vintage.’






auspice

 
/ˈôspəs/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a divine or prophetic token.








II.
 
phrases





under the auspices of






with the help, support, or protection of




•
 
the delegation's visit was arranged under UN auspices.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting the observation of bird flight in divination): from French, or from Latin 
auspicium

 , from 
auspex

 ‘observer of birds,’ from 
avis

 ‘bird’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’





auspicious

 
/ôˈspiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conducive to success; favorable




•
 
it was not the most auspicious moment to hold an election.










2.
 
giving or being a sign of future success




•
 
they said it was an auspicious moon—it was rising.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 characterized by success; prosperous




•
 
he was respectful to his auspicious customers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
auspiciously

 
/ôˈspiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
auspiciousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from auspice
 + -ous
 .





Aussie

 
/ˈôsē ˈôzē /ˈôsē ˈôzē/ /

 

‹informal›


 
Ozzie





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person from Australia




•
 
he's an Aussie and so he probably played cricket as a kid




•
 
this is Australia and we are Ozzies.










2.
 
Australia




•
 
I was in Auckland for the last few years, but now I live in Aussie.














II.
 
adjective




Australian




•
 
he married an Aussie girl and moved to Australia in 1948




•
 
an Aussie accent




•
 
the Ozzie government.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Austen, Jane

 
/ˈôstən/






(1775–1817), English novelist. Her major novels are 
Sense and Sensibility

 (1811), 
Pride and Prejudice

 (1813), 
Mansfield Park

 (1814), 
Emma

 (1815), 
Northanger Abbey

 (1818), and 
Persuasion

 (1818).









austenite

 
/ˈôstəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






[Metallurgy]

 a solid solution of carbon in a nonmagnetic form of iron, stable at high temperatures. It is a constituent of some forms of steel.








II.
 
derivatives





austenitic

 
/ˌôstəˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of Sir William Roberts-
Austen

 (1843–1902), English metallurgist, + -ite
 1
 .






austere

 
/ôˈstir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
severe or strict in manner, attitude, or appearance




•
 
an austere man, with a rigidly puritanical outlook




•
 
an austere expression.










2.
 
(of living conditions or a way of life) having no comforts or luxuries; harsh or ascetic




•
 
conditions in the prison could hardly be more austere.










3.
 
having an extremely plain and simple style or appearance; unadorned




•
 
the cathedral is impressive in its austere simplicity.










4.
 
(of an economic policy or measure) designed to reduce a budget deficit, especially by cutting public expenditure.








II.
 
derivatives





austerely

 
/ôˈstirlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
austerus

 , from Greek 
austēros

 ‘severe.’





austerity

 
/ôˈsterədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sternness or severity of manner or attitude




•
 
he was noted for his austerity and his authoritarianism.










2.
 
extreme plainness and simplicity of style or appearance




•
 
the room was decorated with a restraint bordering on austerity.










3.
 
(
austerities

 )
 — conditions characterized by severity, sternness, or asceticism




•
 
a simple life of prayer and personal austerity.










4.
 
difficult economic conditions created by government measures to reduce a budget deficit, especially by reducing public expenditure




•
 
a period of austerity




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
austerity measures.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
austérité

 , from Latin 
austeritas

 , from 
austerus

 ‘severe’ (see austere
 ).





Austerlitz, Battle of

 
/ˈôstərˌlits, ˈoustər-/






a battle in 1805 near the town of Austerlitz (now in the Czech Republic), in which Napoleon defeated the Austrians and Russians.










Austin1


 
/ˈôstən/





I.
 
the capital of Texas; pop. 757,688 (est. 2008). First settled by Anglo-Americans in 1835 (a year before Texas gained independence from Mexico), it was named 
Waterloo

 until 1839, when it was renamed to honor 
Stephen F. Austin

 .




II.
 
a city in southeastern Minnesota, noted for its meatpacking industry; pop. 22,800 (est. 2008).









Austin2


 
/ˈôstən/






adjective, noun




another name for Augustinian
 .













Austin, J. L.






(1911–60), English philosopher; full name 
John Langshaw Austin

 . Notable works: 
Sense and Sensibilia

 and 
How to Do Things with Words

 (both 1962).









Austin, John






(1790–1859), English jurist. His work is significant for its strict delimitation of the sphere of law and its distinction from that of morality.









Austin, Stephen Fuller






(1793–1836), colonizer of Texas. He founded the first recognized Anglo-American settlement in Texas 1823 and served briefly as secretary of state of the Republic of Texas 1836. His colonization of Texas was a continuation of the effort begun by his father, 
Moses Austin

 (1761–1821), who in 1821 became the first man allowed to bring Anglo-American settlers into Spanish Texas.










austral

 
/ˈôstrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the south, in particular




2.
 


‹technical›

 of the southern hemisphere




•
 
the austral spring.










3.
 
(
Austral

 )
 — of Australia or Australasia.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
australis

 , from 
Auster

 ‘the south, the south wind.’





Australasia

 
/ˌôstrəˈlāZHə/






the region that consists of Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea, and the neighboring islands of the Pacific Ocean.









Australasian

 
/ˌôstrəˈlāZH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Australasia.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Australasia.














Australia

 
/ôˈstrālyə əˈstrālyə/





I.
 
an island country and continent in the southern hemisphere, in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, a member state of the Commonwealth of Nations; pop. 21,262,600 (est. 2009); capital, Canberra; official language, English.





Inhabited by Aboriginal peoples since prehistoric times, Australia was explored by the Dutch from 1606; British colonization began in 1788, as did the transportation of convicts from Britain, a practice that was discontinued in 1868. Australia was declared a commonwealth in 1901 when the six colonies (New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania) federated as sovereign states. The two mainland federal territories, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory, became self-governing in 1978 and 1988, respectively. Although an independent nation, Australia is a constitutional monarchy whose formal head of state is Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom.






Australian

 
/ôˈstrālēən/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Australia, or a person of Australian descent.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Australia.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising Australasia together with Indonesia east of Wallace's line, in which monotremes and marsupials dominate the fauna.

Compare with Notogaea
 , oriental
 .




3.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting a phytogeographical kingdom comprising only Australia and Tasmania.








III.
 
derivatives





Australianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from French 
australien

 , from Latin 
australis

 in the phrase 
Terra Australis

 ‘the southern land,’ the name of the supposed southern continent.





Australian Antarctic Territory






an area of Antarctica that lies between longitudes 142° east and 136° east. It is administered by Australia.









Australian Capital Territory






a federal territory in New South Wales, Australia, that consists of two enclaves ceded by New South Wales—one in 1911 to contain Canberra, the other in 1915 containing Jervis Bay. The latter became the Jervis Bay Territory in 1988.









Australian crawl






noun






(chiefly Austral.)

 another term for crawl
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).














Australian Labor Party

 
ALP






Australia's oldest political party, founded in 1891. The party is moderately liberal; it has provided three recent Australian Prime Ministers, Gough Whitlam, Bob Hawke, and Paul Keating.









Australian pine






noun




another name for the beefwood
 .














Australian Rules

 
Australian Rules football






noun




a form of football played on an oval ground with an oval ball by teams of eighteen players. Official name 
Australian National football

 .

The game dates from 1858. Players may run with the ball if they touch it to the ground every fifteen meters, and may pass it in any direction by punching. There are both inner and outer goalposts: a behind (between the outer posts) scores one point and a goal (between the inner posts) scores six.













Australian terrier






noun




a wire-haired terrier of a breed originating in Australia.













Australian willow






noun




another term for wilga
 .














Austral Islands

 
/ˌôstrəl ˈīləndz/






another name for Tubuai Islands
 .









australite

 
/ˈôstrəˌlīt/






noun






[Geology]

 a tektite from the strewn field in Australia.













Australoid

 
/ˈôstrəˌloid /

 

‹dated offensive›






I.
 
adjective




of or belonging to the division of humankind represented by Australian Aboriginal peoples.








II.
 
noun




a person belonging to the Australian Aboriginal division of humankind.











usage:

 The term 
Australoid

 belongs to a set of terms introduced by 19th-century anthropologists attempting to categorize human races. Such terms are associated with outdated notions of racial types and so are now potentially offensive and best avoided. See usage at Mongoloid
 .






Australopithecus

 
/ˌôstrəlōˈpiTHəkəs/





I.
 
noun




a fossil bipedal primate with both apelike and human characteristics, found in Pliocene and lower Pleistocene deposits (
c.

 4 million to 1 million years old) in Africa.

[Genus 
Australopithecus

 , family 
Hominidae

 : several species, including the lightly built 
A. africanus

 , which is thought to be the immediate ancestor of the human genus 
Homo

 . The more heavily built forms (often placed in the genus 
Paranthropus

 ), such as 
A. robustus

 and 
A. boisei

 , were probably evolutionary dead ends.]








II.
 
derivatives





australopithecine

 
/-ˌsēn, -ˌsīn /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
australis

 ‘southern’ (see austral
 ) + Greek 
pithēkos

 ‘ape.’





Australorp

 
/ˈôstrəˌlôrp/





I.
 
noun




a black Orpington chicken of an Australian breed.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of Australian
 and Orpington
 .





Austria

 
/ˈôstrēə/







1.
 
a republic in central Europe; pop. 8,210,300 (est. 2009); capital, Vienna; official language, German.





Austria was dominated from the early Middle Ages by the Habsburg family and became the center of a massive central European empire that lasted until 1918. The country was incorporated within the Nazi Reich in 1938 and after World War II was occupied by the Allies before regaining its sovereignty in 1955. A referendum in 1994 approved Austria's entry into the European Union.









Austria–Hungary

 
Austro-Hungarian Empire






the dual monarchy established in 1867 by the Austrian emperor Franz Josef, according to which Austria and Hungary became autonomous states under a common sovereign.









Austrian

 
/ˈôstrēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Austria or its people.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Austria, or a person of Austrian descent.













Austrian shade

 
/ˌôstrēən ˈSHād/






noun




a window shade made from fabric shirred in puffy frills or pleats.













Austrian Succession, War of the






a group of several related conflicts (1740–48), involving most of the states of Europe, that were triggered by the death of the Emperor Charles VI and the accession of his daughter Maria Theresa in 1740 to the Austrian throne.

See also pragmatic sanction
 .









Austro-1







combining form




Austrian; Austrian and …




•
 
Austro-Hungarian.




















Austro-2






I.
 
combining form



1.
 
Australian; Australian and …




•
 
Austro-Malayan.










2.
 
southern




•
 
Austro-Asiatic.

















– origin

 from Latin 
australis

 ‘southern.’





Austro-Asiatic

 
/ˈôstrōˌāZHēˈatik, ˈôstrōˌāzēˈatik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a phylum of languages spoken in Southeast Asia, consisting of the Mon-Khmer family, the Munda family, and one or two other isolated languages.








II.
 
noun




the Austro-Asiatic phylum of languages.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Austro-
 2
 ‘southern’ + Asiatic
 .






Austronesian

 
/ˌôstrōˈnēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a family of languages spoken in an area extending from Madagascar in the west to the Pacific islands in the east.

Also called Malayo-Polynesian
 .








II.
 
noun




the Austronesian family of languages.











– origin

 from German 
austronesisch

 , based on Latin 
australis

 ‘southern’ (see austral
 ) + Greek 
nēsos

 ‘island.’





aut-






prefix




variant spelling of auto-
 1
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
autarky

 ).













autarch

 
/ˈôtärk/





I.
 
noun




a ruler who has absolute power.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
autarkhos

 , from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
arkhos

 ‘leader.’





autarchy

 
/ˈôˌtärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for autocracy
 .




2.
 
variant spelling of autarky
 .








II.
 
derivatives





autarchic

 
/ôˈtärkik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
autarchia

 , from Greek 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
-arkhia

 (from 
arkhein

 ‘take the lead’), on the pattern of 
monarchia

 ‘monarchy.’






autarky

 
/ˈôˌtärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
economic independence or self-sufficiency.




2.
 
a country, state, or society that is economically independent.








II.
 
derivatives





autarkic

 
/ôˈtärkik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
autarkeia

 , from 
autarkēs

 ‘self-sufficiency,’ from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
arkein

 ‘suffice.’






autecology

 
/ˌôdəˈkäləjē /

 
autoecology





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the ecological study of an individual organism, or sometimes a particular species.

Contrasted with synecology
 .








II.
 
derivatives





autecological

 
/ˌôtekəˈläjikəl, -ēkə- /






adjective





















auteur

 
/ōˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a filmmaker whose personal influence and artistic control over a movie are so great that the filmmaker is regarded as the author of the movie.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
auteurism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
auteurist

 
/-ist /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: French, literally ‘author.’





auth.






abbreviation



1.
 
authentic.




2.
 
author.




3.
 
authority.




4.
 
authorized.














authentic

 
/ôˈTHen(t)ik /

 
auth.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of undisputed origin; genuine




•
 
the letter is now accepted as an authentic document




•
 
authentic 14th-century furniture.










2.
 
made or done in the traditional or original way, or in a way that faithfully resembles an original




•
 
the restaurant serves authentic Italian meals




•
 
every detail of the movie was totally authentic.










3.
 
based on facts; accurate or reliable




•
 
an authentic depiction of the situation.










4.
 
(in existentialist philosophy) relating to or denoting an emotionally appropriate, significant, purposive, and responsible mode of human life.




5.
 


[Music]

 (of a church mode) comprising the notes lying between the principal note or final and the note an octave higher.

Compare with plagal
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
authenticus

 , from Greek 
authentikos

 ‘principal, genuine.’





authentically

 
/əˈTHen(t)ək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
undisputedly; genuinely




•
 
her dances are as authentically Brazilian as their creator.










2.
 
in the traditional or original way, or in a way that faithfully resembles an original




•
 
finding someone to cook curry authentically can be a real challenge




•
 
the film authentically recreates 17th-century Delft.










3.
 
(in existentialist philosophy) in accordance with an emotionally appropriate, significant, purposive, and responsible mode of human life




•
 
am I living authentically, in a way that embodies my personal values?



















authenticate

 
/ôˈTHen(t)əˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prove or show (something, especially a claim or an artistic work) to be true or genuine




•
 
they were invited to authenticate artifacts from the Italian Renaissance.










2.
 
validate




•
 
the nationalist statements authenticated their leadership among the local community.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 (of a user or process) have one's identity verified.








II.
 
derivatives





authenticator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
authenticat-

 ‘established as valid,’ from the verb 
authenticare

 , from late Latin 
authenticus

 ‘genuine’ (see authentic
 ).





authentication

 
/ôˌTHen(t)iˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process or action of proving or showing something to be true, genuine, or valid




•
 
the prints will be stamped with his seal and accompanied by a letter of authentication




•
 [as 
count noun

 ]
 
the authentications were both carried out by the Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Justice.










2.
 


[Computing]

 the process or action of verifying the identity of a user or process




•
 
user authentication for each device ensures that the individual using the device is recognized by the company




•
 [as 
count noun

 ]
 
passwords and authentications are necessary parts of system security.



















authenticity

 
/ˌôTHenˈtisədē/






noun




the quality of being authentic




•
 
the paper should have established the authenticity of the documents before publishing them.




















authigenic

 
/ˌôTHəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of minerals and other materials) formed in their present position.

Often contrasted with allogenic
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
authigenēs

 ‘born on the spot’ + -ic
 .






author

 
/ˈôTHər /

 
auth.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a writer of a book, article, or report




•
 
he is the author of several books on the subject.










2.
 
someone who writes books as a profession




•
 
my favorite authors are Kurt Vonnegut and Aldous Huxley.










3.
 
the writings of a professional author




•
 
I had to read authors I disliked.










4.
 
an originator or creator of something, especially a plan or idea




•
 
the authors of the peace plan.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the author of (a book or piece of writing)




•
 
she has authored several articles on wildlife.










2.
 
be the originator of; create




•
 
the concept has been authored largely by insurance companies.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘a person who invents or causes something’): from Old French 
autor

 , from Latin 
auctor

 , from 
augere

 ‘increase, originate, promote.’ The spelling with 
th

 arose in the 15th cent., and perhaps became established under the influence of 
authentic

 . / 
usage:

 In the sense ‘be the author of,’ the verb 
author

 is objected to by some traditionalists, who regard it as an awkward or pretentious substitute for write or compose. It is widespread and well established, though, especially in North America, and has been in use since the end of the 16th century.





authoress

 
/ˈôTHərəs/





I.
 
noun




a female author.











usage:

 See usage at -ess
 1
 .





authorial

 
/ôˈTHôrēəl/






adjective




belonging or relating to the writer of a book, article, or document




•
 
no authorial voice interferes to color the scene for us.



















authoring

 
/ˈôTHəriNG/






noun






[Computing]

 the creation of programs and databases for computer applications such as computer-assisted learning or multimedia products


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an authoring system.



















authoritarian

 
/əˌTHôrəˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
favoring or enforcing strict obedience to authority, especially that of the government, at the expense of personal freedom




•
 
the transition from an authoritarian to a democratic regime.










2.
 
showing a lack of concern for the wishes or opinions of others; domineering; dictatorial




•
 
he had an authoritarian and at times belligerent manner.














II.
 
noun




an authoritarian person.













authoritarianism

 
/ôˌTHäriˈterēənizəm/






noun



1.
 
the enforcement or advocacy of strict obedience to authority at the expense of personal freedom.




2.
 
lack of concern for the wishes or opinions of others.













authoritative

 
/əˈTHôrəˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be trusted as being accurate or true; reliable




•
 
clear, authoritative information and advice




•
 
an authoritative source.










2.
 
(of a text) considered to be the best of its kind and unlikely to be improved upon




•
 
the authoritative study of mollusks.










3.
 
commanding and self-confident; likely to be respected and obeyed




•
 
she had an authoritative air




•
 
his voice was calm and authoritative.










4.
 
proceeding from an official source and requiring compliance or obedience




•
 
authoritative directives.














II.
 
derivatives





authoritativeness

 
/əˈTHôrəˌtādivnəs /






noun





















authoritatively

 
/əˈTHôrəˌtādivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is trusted as being accurate or true; with authority




•
 
he could speak authoritatively on art, philosophy, literature, history, current affairs.










2.
 
in a commanding and self-confident manner that induces respect and obedience




•
 
she shouted authoritatively, "Hey you! Drop your weapon, now!".










3.
 
in an official capacity or with official sanction, and therefore requiring compliance or obedience




•
 
the correct interpretation of the Convention can be authoritatively expounded only by the Strasbourg court.



















authority

 
/əˈTHôrədē /

 
auth.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience




•
 
he had absolute 
authority over

 his subordinates




•
 
positions of authority




•
 
they acted 
under the authority

 of the UN Security Council




•
 
a rebellion against those 
in authority

 .










2.
 
[often with 
infinitive

 ]
 — the right to act in a specified way, delegated from one person or organization to another




•
 
military forces have the legal authority to arrest drug traffickers.










3.
 
official permission; sanction




•
 
the money was spent without congressional authority.










4.
 
(often 
authorities

 )
 — a person or organization having power or control in a particular, typically political or administrative, sphere




•
 
the health authorities




•
 
the Chicago Transit Authority




•
 
the authorities ordered all foreign embassies to close




•
 
she wasn't used to dealing with authority.










5.
 
the power to influence others, especially because of one's commanding manner or one's recognized knowledge about something




•
 
he has the natural authority of one who is used to being obeyed




•
 
he spoke 
with authority

 on the subject.










6.
 
the confidence resulting from personal expertise




•
 
he hit the ball with authority.










7.
 
a person with extensive or specialized knowledge about a subject; an expert




•
 
she was 
an authority on

 the stock market.










8.
 
a book or other source able to supply reliable information or evidence, typically to settle a dispute




•
 
the court cited a series of authorities supporting their decision.














II.
 
phrases





have something on good authority






have ascertained something from a reliable source




•
 
I have it on good authority that there is a waiting list of up to five weeks.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
autorite

 , from Latin 
auctoritas

 , from 
auctor

 ‘originator, promoter’ (see author
 ).





authority figure






noun




a person who has or represents authority




•
 
these techniques can help parents re-establish their role as authority figures.



















authorization

 
/ˌôTHərəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of authorizing or being authorized




•
 
the raising of revenue and the authorization of spending




•
 
power stations will have to obtain authorizations to continue their operations.










2.
 
a document giving permission or authority.














authorize

 
/ˈôTHəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give official permission for or approval to (an undertaking or agent)




•
 
the government authorized further aircraft production




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the troops were authorized to use force.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
autoriser

 , from medieval Latin 
auctorizare

 , from 
auctor

 ‘originator, promoter’ (see author
 ).





authorized

 
/ˈôTHəˌrīzd/






adjective




having official permission or approval




•
 
an authorized dealer




•
 
authorized access to the computer.




















Authorized Version

 
/ˈôTHəˌrīzd ˈvərZHən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another name for King James Bible
 .













authorship






noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being the writer of a book, article, or document or the creator of a work of art




•
 
the single authorship of the book gives it a uniformity of style and a proper balance between chapters




•
 
a number of paintings have been attributed to him on stylistic grounds, though his authorship is not certain.










2.
 
the occupation of writing




•
 
he took to authorship.



















autism

 
/ˈôˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




a mental condition, present from early childhood, characterized by difficulty in communicating and forming relationships with other people and in using language and abstract concepts.








II.
 
derivatives





autist






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally with reference to a condition in which fantasy dominates over reality, regarded as a symptom of schizophrenia and other disorders): from Greek 
autos

 ‘self’ + -ism
 .





autistic

 
/ôˈtistik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or affected by autism.








II.
 
noun




an autistic person.













autistic spectrum






noun




a range of conditions (from autism to Asperger’s syndrome) characterized by difficulties in social interaction and communication and by restricted or repetitive patterns of thought and behavior




•
 
kids 
on the autistic spectrum






•
 
there are many different manifestations of the autistic spectrum.




















autistic spectrum disorder






noun




a developmental disability characterized by difficulties in social interaction and communication and by restricted or repetitive patterns of thought and behavior




•
 
pupils with autistic spectrum disorder




•
 
Joshua, aged six, has an autistic spectrum disorder.



















auto

 
/ˈôdō/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an automobile




•
 
the auto industry.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of automobile
 .






auto-1


 
/ˈôdō /

 
aut-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
self




•
 
autoanalysis.










2.
 
one's own




•
 
autograph.










3.
 
by oneself or spontaneous




•
 
autoxidation.










4.
 
by itself or automatic




•
 
autofocusing.

















– origin

 from Greek 
autos

 ‘self.’





auto-2


 
/ˈôdō/





I.
 
combining form




relating to cars




•
 
autocross.

















– origin

 abbreviation of automobile
 .





autoantibody

 
/ˌôdōˈan(t)əˌbädē/






noun






[Physiology]

 an antibody produced by an organism in response to a constituent of its own tissues.














autobahn

 
/ˈôdəˌbän/





I.
 
noun




a German, Austrian, or Swiss expressway.











– origin

 1930s: from German, from 
Auto

 ‘automobile’ + 
Bahn

 ‘path, road.’





autobiographical

 
/ˌôdəbīəˈɡrafək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a written work) dealing with the writer's own life




•
 
an autobiographical account




•
 
the book is partly autobiographical.














II.
 
derivatives





autobiographic

 
/ˌôdəˌbīəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















autobiography

 
/ˌôdəbīˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an account of a person's life written by that person




•
 
he gives a vivid description of his childhood in his autobiography.










2.
 
the autobiography as a literary genre.








II.
 
derivatives





autobiographer

 
/ˌôdəˌbīˈäɡrəfər /






noun





















autocatalysis

 
/ˌôdəkəˈtaləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 catalysis of a reaction by one of its products.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
autocatalyst

 
/-ˈkatl-ist /






noun













2.
 
autocatalytic

 
/-ˌkatlˈitik /






adjective





















autocephalous

 
/ˌôdəˈsefələs/





I.
 
adjective




(of an Eastern Christian Church) appointing its own head, not subject to the authority of an external patriarch or archbishop.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
autokephalos

 (from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head’) + -ous
 .





autochrome

 
/ˈôdōˌkrōm/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an early form of color photography using plates coated with dyed starch grains, patented by the Lumière brothers in 1904




•
 
the autochrome process.










2.
 
a color photograph made by the autochrome process.













autochthon

 
/ôˈtäkTHən ôˈtäkˌTHän/





I.
 
noun




an original or indigenous inhabitant of a place; an aborigine.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘sprung from the earth,’ from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
khthōn

 ‘earth, soil.’






autochthonous

 
/ôˈtäkTHənəs/






adjective



1.
 
(of an inhabitant of a place) indigenous rather than descended from migrants or colonists.




2.
 


[Geology]

 (of a deposit or formation) formed in its present position.

Often contrasted with allochthonous
 .













autoclave

 
/ˈôdōˌklāv/





I.
 
noun




a strong, heated container used for chemical reactions and other processes using high pressures and temperatures, e.g., steam sterilization.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heat (something) in an autoclave.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
auto-

 ‘self’ + Latin 
clavus

 ‘nail’ or 
clavis

 ‘key’ (so called because it is self-fastening).





autocomplete

 
/ˌôdōkəmˈplēt/





I.
 
noun




a software function that gives users the option of completing words or forms by a shorthand method on the basis of what has been typed before.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complete (a word or form) with autocomplete.








III.
 
derivatives





autocompletion

 
/-kəmˈplēSHən /






noun





















autocorrect





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈôdōkəˌrekt /



1.
 
a software function that automatically makes or suggests corrections for mistakes in spelling or grammar made while typing




•
 
disable autocorrect so you can see your mistakes and find your weak spots.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌôdōkəˈrekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a software function) automatically correct (mistakes in spelling or grammar)




•
 
people rely on machines and phones to autocorrect spellings.



















autocorrelation

 
/ˌôdōkôrəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 correlation between the elements of a series and others from the same series separated from them by a given interval.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 a calculation using autocorrelation.














autocracy

 
/ôˈtäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of government by one person with absolute power.




2.
 
a country, state, or society governed by one person with absolute power.




3.
 
domineering rule or control




•
 
a boss who shifts between autocracy, persuasion, and consultation.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘autonomy’): from Greek 
autokrateia

 , from 
autokratēs

 (see autocrat
 ).






autocrat

 
/ˈôdəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ruler who has absolute power.




2.
 
someone who insists on complete obedience from others; an imperious or domineering person.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
autocrate

 , from Greek 
autokratēs

 , from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
kratos

 ‘power.’





autocratic

 
/ˌôdəˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a ruler who has absolute power




•
 
the constitutional reforms threatened his autocratic power.










2.
 
taking no account of other people's wishes or opinions; domineering




•
 
an autocratic management style.














II.
 
derivatives





autocratically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















autocross

 
/ˈôˌtōˌkrôs ˈôdəˌkrôs/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a form of competition in which cars are driven around an obstacle course, typically marked out by cones.











– origin

 1960s: blend of automobile
 and cross-country
 .





auto-da-fé

 
/ˌôdədəˈfā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the burning of a heretic by the Spanish Inquisition.




2.
 
a sentence condemning a person to an auto-da-fé.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Portuguese, literally ‘act of the faith.’





autodial

 
/ˈôdōˌdī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a function of telephonic equipment that allows for automatic dialing of preprogrammed or of randomly selected numbers




•
 
have a telephone with autodial by your bed.














II.
 
verb




automatically dial a telephone number, with or without human prompting


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it had autodialed and been online for over 2hours




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
if the first number is busy the modem autodials the backup number.



















autodialer

 
/ˈôdōˌdī(ə)lər/






noun




an electronic device that dials telephone numbers randomly or from a list and may also leave recorded messages or request information.













autodidact

 
/ˌôdōˈdīdakt/





I.
 
noun




a self-taught person.








II.
 
derivatives





autodidactic

 
/-ˌdīˈdaktik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
autodidaktos

 ‘self-taught,’ from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
didaskein

 ‘teach.’





autoenroll

 
/ˌôdōənˈrōl /

 


‹Brit.›

 auto-enrol






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
automatically register (someone) in a program without that person's active authorization




•
 
the company is again allowed to autoenroll participants in its special plan for low-income seniors




•
 
younger investors are more likely to be autoenrolled in their retirement plans.



















autoenrollment

 
/ˌôdōənˈrōlmənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 auto-enrolment






noun




the action or practice of automatically registering someone in a program without that person's active authorization




•
 
companies with more than 120,000 employees were required to start autoenrollment




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
56 percent of companies offer some kind of autoenrollment program.



















autoerotic

 
/ˌôdōəˈrädik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to sexual excitement generated by stimulating or fantasizing about one's own body.








II.
 
derivatives





autoeroticism

 
/ˌôdōəˈrädəˌsizəm /






noun





















autoerotic asphyxia






noun




asphyxia that results from intentionally strangling oneself while masturbating, in an attempt to heighten sexual pleasure by limiting the oxygen supply to the brain.













autoexposure

 
/ˈôdōikˌspōZHər/






noun



1.
 
a device that sets the exposure automatically on a camera or other piece of equipment.




2.
 
the facility to set exposure automatically.













autofocus

 
/ˈôdōˌfōkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that focuses a camera or other piece of equipment automatically.




2.
 
automatic focusing.








II.
 
derivatives





autofocusing

 
/-siNG /






noun






















autogamy

 
/ôˈtäɡəmē əˈtäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 self-fertilization, especially the self-pollination of a flower.








II.
 
derivatives





autogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from auto-
 1
 ‘self’ + Greek 
-gamia

 (from 
gamos

 ‘marriage’).





autogenetic

 
/ˌôdōjəˈnedik/






adjective






‹technical›

 self-generated




•
 
autogenetic succession.



















autogenic training

 
/ˌôdəjenik ˈtrāniNG/






noun




a form of relaxation therapy involving autosuggestion.













autogenous

 
/ôˈtäjənəs əˈtäjənəs/






adjective



1.
 
arising from within or from a thing itself.




2.
 
(of welding) done either without solder or with a filler of the same metal as the pieces being welded.














autogiro

 
/ˌôdōˈjīrō /

 
autogyro





I.
 
noun




a form of aircraft with freely rotating horizontal vanes and a propeller. It differs from a helicopter in that the vanes are not powered but rotate in the slipstream, propulsion being by a conventional mounted engine.











– origin

 1920s: from Spanish, from 
auto-

 ‘self’ + 
giro

 ‘gyration.’





autograft

 
/ˈôdəˌɡraft/






noun




a graft of tissue from one point to another of the same individual's body.













autograph

 
/ˈôdəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a signature, especially that of a celebrity written as a memento for an admirer




•
 
fans surged around the car asking for autographs.










2.
 
a manuscript or musical score in the author's or musician's own handwriting.




3.
 
a person's handwriting




•
 
a songbook in Purcell's autograph.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a celebrity) write one's signature on (something); sign




•
 
the whole team autographed a shirt for him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
autographed

 )
 
an autographed photo.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
written in the author's own handwriting




•
 
an autograph manuscript.










2.
 
(of a painting or sculpture) done by the artist, not by a copier.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
autographe

 or late Latin 
autographum

 , from Greek 
autographon

 , neuter of 
autographos

 ‘written with one's own hand,’ from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
graphos

 ‘written.’





autography

 
/ôˈtäɡrəfē/






noun




an autobiography




•
 
Arthur Miller's splendid autography, 
Timebends

 .



















autoharp

 
/ˈôdōˌhärp/






noun




a kind of zither with a mechanical device that allows the playing of a chord by damping all the other strings.













autohypnosis

 
/ˌôdōhipˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun




induction of a hypnotic state in oneself; self-hypnosis.








II.
 
derivatives





autohypnotic

 
/-ˈnätik /






adjective





















autoimmune

 
/ˌôdōəˈmyo͞on/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to disease caused by antibodies or lymphocytes produced against substances naturally present in the body




•
 
the infection triggers an autoimmune response.














II.
 
derivatives





autoimmunity

 
/ˌôdōəˈmyo͞onədē /






noun





















autointoxication

 
/ˌôdōənˌtäksəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 poisoning by a toxin formed within the body itself.













autoload

 
/ˈôdōˌlōd/





I.
 
adjective




self-loading; semiautomatic




•
 
24mm film in autoload cartridges.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
autoloader






noun













2.
 
autoloading






noun





















autologous

 
/ôˈtäləɡəs/






adjective




(of cells or tissues) obtained from the same individual




•
 
autologous bone marrow transplants.



















autolysis

 
/ôˈtäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the destruction of cells or tissues by their own enzymes, especially those released by lysosomes.








II.
 
derivatives





autolytic

 
/ˌôtlˈitik /






adjective





















automagically

 
/ˌôdəˈmajək(ə)lē/





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 (especially in relation to the operation of a computer process) automatically and in a way that seems ingenious, inexplicable, or magical




•
 
just type in the name of what you want to listen to, and it automagically appears on your computer.

















– origin

 1940s: blend of automatic
 and magically
 .





automaker

 
/ˈôdōˌmākər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a company that manufactures cars.













automat

 
/ˈôdəˌmat/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹historical›

 a cafeteria in which food and drink were obtained from vending machines.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting an automaton): from German, from French 
automate

 , from Latin 
automaton

 (see automaton
 ). The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.






automate

 
/ˈôdəˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a process or facility) to largely automatic operation




•
 
industry is investing in automating production




•
 (as 
adj.

 
automated

 )
 
a fully automated process.

















– origin

 1950s: back-formation from automation
 .






Automated Clearinghouse

 
/ˌôdəˌmādid ˈkliriNGˌhous/






noun




the electronic clearing and settlement system used for financial transactions by US commercial banks and other institutions.














automated teller machine

 
automatic teller machine
 , ATM






noun




a machine that automatically provides cash and performs other banking services on insertion of a special card by the account holder.














automatic

 
/ˌôdəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a device or process) working by itself with little or no direct human control




•
 
an automatic kettle that switches itself off when it boils




•
 
calibration is fully automatic.










2.
 
(of a firearm) self-loading and able to fire continuously until the ammunition is exhausted or the pressure on the trigger is released




•
 
automatic weapons.










3.
 
(of a motor vehicle or its transmission) using gears that shift by themselves according to speed and acceleration




•
 
a four-speed automatic gearbox.










4.
 
done or occurring spontaneously, without conscious thought or intention




•
 
automatic physical functions such as breathing




•
 
“Nice to meet you,” he said, with automatic politeness.










5.
 
occurring as a matter of course and without debate




•
 
he is the automatic choice for the senior team.










6.
 
(especially of a legal sanction) given or imposed as a necessary and inevitable result of a fixed rule or particular set of circumstances




•
 
for missing the team workout, he received an automatic one-game suspension.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an automatic machine or device, in particular




2.
 
a gun that continues firing until the ammunition is exhausted or the pressure on the trigger is released.




3.
 
a vehicle with automatic transmission.




4.
 


[Football]

 another term for audible
 .








III.
 
derivatives





automaticity

 
/-məˈtisitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
automatos

 ‘acting of itself’ (see automaton
 ) + -ic
 .





automatically

 
/ˌôdəˈmadiklē/






adverb



1.
 
(with reference to a device or process) by itself with little or no direct human control




•
 
the kettle automatically switched off when it boiled.










2.
 
(with reference to a firearm) continuously until the ammunition is exhausted or the pressure on the trigger is released




•
 
the recovered weapons had been illegally modified to fire fully automatically.










3.
 
without conscious thought or attention; spontaneously




•
 
although I used my best Italian, the receptionists automatically replied in English.










4.
 
as a necessary and inevitable result of a fixed rule or particular set of circumstances




•
 
his passport was automatically revoked




•
 
the winners of the Division 2 final are not automatically promoted.



















automatic gain control

 
AGC






noun






[Electronics]

 a feature of certain amplifier circuits that gives a constant output over a wide range of input levels.














automatic pilot

 
/ˈˌôdəˈmadik ˈpīlət/






noun




a device for keeping an aircraft on a set course without the intervention of the pilot




•
 


‹figurative›

 cruising through life 
on automatic pilot

 .



















automatic writing






noun




writing said to be produced by a spiritual, occult, or subconscious agency rather than by the conscious intention of the writer.














automation

 
/ˌôdəˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the use of largely automatic equipment in a system of manufacturing or other production process




•
 
unemployment due to the spread of automation




•
 
the automation of office tasks.

















– origin

 1940s (originally US): irregular formation from automatic
 + -ation
 .





automatism

 
/ôˈtäməˌtizəm əˈtäməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the performance of actions without conscious thought or intention.




2.
 


[Art]

 the avoidance of conscious intention in producing works of art, especially by using mechanical techniques or subconscious associations.




3.
 
an action performed unconsciously or involuntarily.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
automatisme

 , from 
automate

 ‘automaton,’ from Greek 
automatos

 ‘acting of itself’ (see automaton
 ).






automatize

 
/ôˈtäməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
automatized

 )


1.
 
make automatic or habitual




•
 
the need to refresh automatized forms of literature.














II.
 
derivatives





automatization

 
/ôˌtämətiˈzāSHən /






noun






















automaton

 
/ôˈtämədən ôˈtäməˌtän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a moving mechanical device made in imitation of a human being.




2.
 
a machine that performs a function according to a predetermined set of coded instructions, especially one capable of a range of programmed responses to different circumstances.




3.
 
used in similes and comparisons to refer to a person who seems to act in a mechanical or unemotional way




•
 
she went about her preparations like an automaton.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, neuter of 
automatos

 ‘acting of itself,’ from 
autos

 ‘self.’





automimicry

 
/ˌôtōˈmimikrē/






noun






[Biology]

 the mimicking or accentuation of some characteristic of one's own species as an adaptive response.













automize

 
/ˈôdəˌmīz/






verb



1.
 
another term for automate
 .




2.
 
another term for automatize
 .














automobile

 
/ˈôdəmōˌbēl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a road vehicle, typically with four wheels, powered by an internal combustion engine or electric motor and able to carry a small number of people.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
auto-

 ‘self’ + 
mobile

 ‘mobile.’





automotive

 
/ˌôdəˈmōdiv/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or concerned with motor vehicles.













autonomic

 
/ˌôdəˈnämik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Physiology]

 involuntary or unconscious; relating to the autonomic nervous system.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘self-governing’): from autonomy
 + -ic
 .






autonomic nervous system






noun




the part of the nervous system responsible for control of the bodily functions not consciously directed, such as breathing, the heartbeat, and digestive processes.














autonomous

 
/ôˈtänəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a country or region) having self-government, at least to a significant degree




•
 
the federation included sixteen autonomous republics.










2.
 
acting independently or having the freedom to do so




•
 
an autonomous committee of the school board




•
 
autonomous underwater vehicles.










3.
 
(in Kantian moral philosophy) acting in accordance with one's moral duty rather than one's desires.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
autonomos

 ‘having its own laws’ + -ous
 .





autonomously

 
/əˈtänəməslē/






adverb




with the freedom to act independently




•
 
each canton in Switzerland operates almost autonomously.




















autonomy

 
/ôˈtänəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(of a country or region) the right or condition of self-government, especially in a particular sphere




•
 
Tatarstan demanded greater autonomy within the Russian Federation.










2.
 
a self-governing country or region.




3.
 
freedom from external control or influence; independence




•
 
economic autonomy is still a long way off for many women.










4.
 
(in Kantian moral philosophy) the capacity of an agent to act in accordance with objective morality rather than under the influence of desires.








II.
 
derivatives





autonomist

 
/-mist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
autonomia

 , from 
autonomos

 ‘having its own laws,’ from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
nomos

 ‘law.’





autopathography

 
/ˌôdōpəˈTHäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




an autobiography dealing primarily with the influence of a disease, disability, or psychological disorder on the author's life.











– origin

 blend of 
autobiography

 and 
pathography

 .





autopen

 
/ˈôdōˌpen/






noun




a mechanical device that automatically reproduces a person's signature, used typically in situations where someone is required to sign a large volume of documents.




•
 
the secretary of defense was using an autopen to place his signature on condolence letters to the families of the dead.



















autophagy

 
/ôˈtäfəjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 consumption of the body’s own tissue as a metabolic process occurring in starvation and certain diseases




•
 
the process of starvation-induced autophagy was recently the focus of extensive research.










2.
 


[Biology]

 destruction of damaged or redundant cellular components occurring in vacuoles within the cell.








II.
 
derivatives





autophagous

 
/ôˈtäfəɡəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from auto-
 1
 + -phagy
 .





autopilot

 
/ˈôdōˌpīlət/






noun




short for automatic pilot
 .














autopsy

 
/ˈôˌtäpsē/





I.
 
noun




a postmortem examination to discover the cause of death or the extent of disease


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an autopsy report.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a postmortem examination on (a body or organ)


(as 
adj.

 
autopsied

 )


•
 
an autopsied brain.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘personal observation’): from French 
autopsie

 or modern Latin 
autopsia

 , from Greek, from 
autoptēs

 ‘eyewitness,’ from 
autos

 ‘self’ + 
optos

 ‘seen.’





autoradiogram

 
/ˌôdōˈrādēəˌɡram/






noun




another term for autoradiograph
 .














autoradiograph

 
/ˌôdōˈrādēəɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a photograph of an object produced by radiation from radioactive material in the object and revealing the distribution or location of labeled material in the object.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an autoradiograph of.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
autoradiographic

 
/-ˌrādēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
autoradiography

 
/-ˌrādēˈäɡrəfē /






noun





















autoresponder

 
/ˌôdōrəˈspändər/






noun






[Computing]

 a program that automatically generates a set response to all messages sent to a particular email address.




•
 
I got a reply almost right away, which I assume was from an autoresponder.



















autorotation

 
/ˌôdōˌrōˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rotation of an object caused by the flow of moving air or water around the shape of the object (e.g., a winged seed).




2.
 
autorotation in the rotor blades of a helicopter that is descending without engine power.








II.
 
derivatives





autorotate

 
/-ˈrōtāt /






verb





















autoroute

 
/ˈôdōˌro͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a highway in a French-speaking country.











– origin

 1960s: from French, from 
auto(mobile

 ) ‘car’ + 
route

 ‘route.’





autoshaping

 
/ˈôdōˌSHāpiNG/






noun






[Psychology]

 a method of conditioning in which the conditioned response has not been reinforced by reward or punishment, but is a modified instinctive response to certain stimuli.













autosome

 
/ˈôdəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 any chromosome that is not a sex chromosome.








II.
 
derivatives





autosomal

 
/ˌôtōˈsōməl /






adjective





















autostereoscopic

 
/ˌôdōˌsterēəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting two-dimensional images that may be perceived as three-dimensional without the need for special optical equipment




•
 
the ultimate solution will be autostereoscopic screens that don't require glasses.














II.
 
derivatives





autostereoscopy

 
/-ˈɒskəpi /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from auto-
 1
 + stereoscopic
 .





autostrada

 
/ˈôdōˌsträdə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian highway.











– origin

 1920s: from Italian, from 
auto

 ‘automobile’ + 
strada

 ‘road.’






autosuggestion

 
/ˌôdōsəˈjesCH(ə)n ˌôdōsəɡˈjesCH(ə)n/






noun




the hypnotic or subconscious adoption of an idea that one has originated oneself, e.g. through repetition of verbal statements to oneself in order to change behavior.













autotelic

 
/ˌôdōˈtelik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (of an activity or a creative work) having an end or purpose in itself.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from auto-
 1
 ‘self’ + Greek 
telos

 ‘end’ + -ic
 .





autotomy

 
/ôˈtädəmē/






noun






[Zoology]

 the casting off of a part of the body (e.g., the tail of a lizard) by an animal under threat.













autotoxin

 
/ˈôdōˌtäksən/





I.
 
noun




a substance produced by an organism that is toxic to the organism itself.








II.
 
derivatives





autotoxic

 
/ˌôtōˈtäksik /






adjective





















autotransformer

 
/ˌôdōtransˈfôrmər/






noun




an electrical transformer that has a single coil winding, part of which is common to both primary and secondary circuits.













autotransplantation

 
/ˌôdōˌtransplanˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




transplantation of tissue from one site to another in the same individual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
autotransplant

 
/ˌôdōtran(t)sˈplant /






noun













2.
 
autotransplanted

 
/-transˈplantid /






adjective






















autotroph

 
/ˈôdəˌträf, ˈôdəˌtrōf/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism that is able to form nutritional organic substances from simple inorganic substances such as carbon dioxide.

Compare with heterotroph
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
autotrophic






adjective













2.
 
autotrophy






noun





















autotune

 
/ˈôdōˌt(y)o͞on/





I.
 
noun




a device or facility for tuning something automatically, especially a piece of computer software that enables the correction of an out-of-tune vocal performance.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tune (something) automatically




•
 
there's also an FM radio which can autotune stations and has a ‘record’ option.










2.
 
alter (the pitch of a voice recording) by means of a computer program




•
 
vocals are often autotuned to fake perfection




•
 (as 
adj.

 
autotuned

 )
 
Cher is the woman that many credit for bringing autotuned vocals into mainstream music.



















autowinder

 
/ˈôdōˌwīndər/





I.
 
noun




a device that automatically advances the film in a camera after a picture has been taken.








II.
 
derivatives





autowind

 
/ˈôdōˌwīnd /






noun, verb





















autoworker

 
/ˈôdōˌwərkər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a worker in the automobile industry.













autoxidation

 
/ˌôdəˌäksəˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 spontaneous oxidation of a substance at ambient temperatures in the presence of oxygen.








II.
 
derivatives





autoxidize

 
/ôˈtäksiˌdīz /






verb





















Autry, Gene

 
/ˈôtrē/






(1907–98), US singer and actor; full name 
Orvon Gene Autry

 ; known as 
the Singing Cowboy

 . His credits include the first cowboy song recording (1929) and many musical western movies.









autumn

 
/ˈôdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the third season of the year, when crops and fruits are gathered and leaves fall, in the northern hemisphere from September to November and in the southern hemisphere from March to May




•
 
the countryside is ablaze with color in autumn




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
autumn leaves




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was 
in the autumn of

 his life.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the period from the autumnal equinox to the winter solstice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
autompne

 , or later directly from Latin 
autumnus

 .





autumnal

 
/ôˈtəmnəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, characteristic of, or occurring in autumn




•
 
chilly autumnal weather.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
autumnalis

 , from 
autumnus

 ‘autumn.’





autumnal equinox






noun




the equinox in autumn, on about September 22 in the northern hemisphere and March 20 in the southern hemisphere.














autumn crocus






noun




a crocuslike Eurasian plant of the lily family, cultivated for its autumn-blooming flowers.

[Genus 
Colchicum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular meadow saffron.]













autunite

 
/ôˈtənīt, ˈôtnˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellow or pale green mineral occurring as square crystals that fluoresce in ultraviolet light. It is a hydrated phosphate of calcium and uranium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Autun

 , the name of a town in eastern France, + -ite
 1
 .





Auvergne

 
/ōˈvern(yə) ōˈvərn/





I.
 
a region in south central France that was a province of the Roman Empire. The region is mountainous and contains extinct volcanic cones known as the Puys.







– origin

 from Latin 
Arverni

 , the name of a Celtic tribe that lived there in Roman times.





auxiliary

 
/ôɡˈzilyərē ôɡˈzil(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
providing supplementary or additional help and support




•
 
an auxiliary nurse




•
 
auxiliary airport staff.










2.
 
(of equipment) held in reserve




•
 
the ship has an auxiliary power source.










3.
 
(of troops) engaged in the service of a nation at war but not part of the regular army, and often of foreign origin.




4.
 
(of a sailing vessel) equipped with a supplementary engine.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing providing supplementary or additional help and support




•
 
a nursing auxiliary




•
 
there are two main fuel tanks and two auxiliaries.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a group of volunteers giving supplementary support to an organization or institution




•
 
members of the Volunteer Fire Department's women's auxiliary.










3.
 
(
auxiliaries

 )
 — troops engaged in the service of a nation at war but not part of the regular army, and often of foreign origin.




4.
 


[Grammar]

 an auxiliary verb.




5.
 
a naval vessel with a supporting role, not armed for combat.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
auxiliarius

 , from 
auxilium

 ‘help.’






auxiliary verb

 
/ôɡˈzilyərē əɡˈzilyərē ôɡˈzil(ə)rē əɡˈzil(ə)rē vərb/






noun






[Grammar]

 a verb used in forming the tenses, moods, and voices of other verbs.

See also modal verb
 . The primary auxiliary verbs in English are 
be

 , 
do

 , and 
have

 ; the modal auxiliaries are 
can

 , 
could

 , 
may

 , 
might

 , 
must

 , 
shall

 , 
should

 , 
will

 , and 
would

 .













auxin

 
/ˈôksən/





I.
 
noun




a plant hormone that causes the elongation of cells in shoots and is involved in regulating plant growth.











– origin

 1930s: coined in German from Greek 
auxein

 ‘to increase’ + -in
 1
 .





auxotroph

 
/ˈôksəˌträf, -ˌtrōf/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a mutant organism (typically a bacterium or fungus) that requires a particular additional nutrient that the normal strain does not.








II.
 
derivatives





auxotrophic

 
/ˌôksəˈträfik, -ˈtrō- /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
auxilium

 ‘help’ + Greek 
trophos

 ‘feeder.’





AV






abbreviation



1.
 
audiovisual (teaching aids).




2.
 
Authorized Version.




3.
 
alternative vote.













avadavat

 
/ˈavədəˌvat /

 
amadavat





I.
 
noun




a small southern Asian waxbill that is often kept as a caged bird. The male has red or green plumage and a red bill.

[Genus 
Amandava

 , family 
Estrildidae

 : the 
red avadavat

 (
A. amandava

 ) and the 
green avadavat

 (
A. formosa

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: named after the city of Ahmadabad
 in India, where the birds were sold.






avail

 
/əˈvāl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(
avail oneself of

 )
 — use or take advantage of (an opportunity or available resource)




•
 
my daughter did not avail herself of my advice.










2.
 
help or benefit


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
no amount of struggle availed Charles




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the dark and narrow hiding place did not avail to save the fugitives.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
avail someone nothing








‹archaic›

 (of an action) be of no help at all to someone




•
 
this protest availed her nothing.















2.
 
of little (or no) avail






not very (or not at all) effective or successful




•
 
Latin was of little avail in the practical affairs of life.















3.
 
to little (or no) avail






with little (or no) success or benefit




•
 
he tried to get his work recognized, but to little avail.





















– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
vail

 ‘be of use or value’ (apparently on the pattern of pairs such as 
amount

 , 
mount

 ), from Old French 
valoir

 , from Latin 
valere

 ‘be strong, be of value.’





availability

 
/əˌvāləˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being able to be used or obtained




•
 
turkey producers had been losing sales because of the all-year-round availability of beef




•
 
the cost and availability of housing for teachers still remains a problem.










2.
 
the state of being otherwise unoccupied; freedom to do something




•
 
they inquired as to my availability for a game the following evening.










3.
 


‹informal›

 the state of not being currently involved in a sexual or romantic relationship




•
 
if you call yourself "Miss," you're advertising your availability to any man who takes a fancy.



















available

 
/əˈvāləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be used or obtained; at someone's disposal




•
 
refreshments will be available all afternoon




•
 
a slush fund 
available to

 universities.










2.
 
(of a person) not otherwise occupied; free to do something




•
 
the nurse is only available at certain times




•
 
the minister was not available for comment.










3.
 


‹informal›

 not currently involved in a sexual or romantic relationship




•
 
there's a dearth of available women here.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘effectual, serviceable’ and ‘legally valid’): from avail
 + -able
 . Sense 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





avalanche

 
/ˈavəˌlan(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass of snow, ice, and rocks falling rapidly down a mountainside.




2.
 
a large mass of any material moving rapidly downhill




•
 
an avalanche of mud.










3.
 
a sudden arrival or occurrence of something in overwhelming quantities




•
 
we have had 
an avalanche of

 applications.










4.
 


[Physics]

 a cumulative process in which a fast-moving ion or electron generates further ions and electrons by collision.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a mass of snow, ice, and rocks) descend rapidly down a mountainside.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — engulf or carry off by an avalanche




•
 
the climbers were avalanched down the south face of the mountain.










3.
 


[Physics]

 undergo a rapid increase in conductivity due to an avalanche process.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, alteration of the Alpine dialect word 
lavanche

 (of unknown origin), influenced by 
avaler

 ‘descend’; compare with Italian 
valanga

 .





Avalon

 
/ˈavəˌlän/






(in Arthurian legend) the place to which Arthur was conveyed after death.









avant-

 
/ˈavänt, ˈaväN/






combining form




(especially with reference to popular music) original or innovative; avant-garde




•
 
even in avant-rock, a song's words are usually its focus.



















avant-garde

 
/ˌaväntˈɡärd/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the avant-garde

 )


1.
 
new and unusual or experimental ideas, especially in the arts, or the people introducing them




•
 
works by artists of the Russian avant-garde.














II.
 
adjective




favoring or introducing experimental or unusual ideas




•
 
a controversial avant-garde composer.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
avant-gardism

 
/ˌäˌvänˈɡärˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
avant-gardist

 
/ˌäˌvänˈɡärdəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the vanguard of an army): from French, literally ‘vanguard.’ Current senses date from the early 20th cent.






avarice

 
/ˈavərəs/





I.
 
noun




extreme greed for wealth or material gain.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
avaritia

 , from 
avarus

 ‘greedy.’





avaricious

 
/ˌavəˈriSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing an extreme greed for wealth or material gain




•
 
a corrupt and avaricious government.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
avariciously






adverb













2.
 
avariciousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
avaricieux

 , based on Latin 
avarus

 ‘greedy’ (see avarice
 ).





avascular

 
/əˈvaskyələr, āˈvas-/






adjective






[Medicine]

 characterized by or associated with a lack of blood vessels.













avast

 
/əˈvast/





I.
 
exclamation






[Nautical]

 stop; cease




•
 
you, young man, avast there!

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
hou'vast

 , 
houd vast

 ‘hold fast!’





avatar

 
/ˈavəˌtär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Hinduism]

 a manifestation of a deity or released soul in bodily form on earth; an incarnate divine teacher.




2.
 
an incarnation, embodiment, or manifestation of a person or idea




•
 
he chose John Stuart Mill as the avatar of the liberal view.










3.
 


[Computing]

 an icon or figure representing a particular person in computer games, Internet forums, etc.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
avatāra

 ‘descent,’ from 
ava

 ‘down’ + 
tar-

 ‘to cross.’





avaunt

 
/əˈvônt/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 go away




•
 
avaunt, you worm-faced fellows of the night!

















– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
avant

 , from Latin 
ab

 ‘from’ + 
ante

 ‘before.’





ave

 
/ˈävā/





I.
 
exclamation






‹literary›

 used to express good wishes on meeting or parting.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Ave

 )
 — short for Ave Maria
 .




2.
 


‹literary›

 a shout of welcome or farewell.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, ‘fare well!,’ singular imperative of 
avere

 .





Ave.






abbreviation




Avenue.













Avebury

 
/ˈāvb(ə)rē, ˈāvˌberē/






a village in Wiltshire, site of one of Britain's major henge monuments of the late Neolithic period.










Ave Maria

 
/ˌävā məˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a prayer to the Virgin Mary used in Catholic worship. The first line is adapted from Luke 1:28.

Also called Hail Mary
 .











– origin

 Middle English: the opening words in Latin, literally ‘Hail, Mary!’





avenge

 
/əˈvenj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inflict harm in return for (an injury or wrong done to oneself or another)




•
 
his determination to avenge the murder of his brother




•
 
they are eager to avenge last year's Super Bowl defeat.










2.
 
inflict harm on behalf of (oneself or someone else previously wronged or harmed)




•
 
we must avenge our dead




•
 
she 
avenged herself

 after he broke off their engagement




•
 
the warrior swore he would be 
avenged on

 their prince.














II.
 
derivatives





avenger

 
/əˈvenjər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
avengier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to’) + 
vengier

 , from Latin 
vindicare

 ‘vindicate.’





avens

 
/ˈavənz/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the rose family, typically having serrated, divided leaves and seeds bearing small hooks. Several kinds are grown in gardens.

[Genus 
Geum

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, including the widespread 
water avens

 (
G. rivale

 ), with drooping pinkish flowers, and the mat-forming 
alpine avens

 (
G. montanum

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
avence

 (medieval Latin 
avencia

 ), of unknown origin.





aventurine

 
/əˈven(t)SHəˌrēn əˈven(t)SHəˌrīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
brownish glass containing sparkling particles of copper or gold


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
aventurine glass.










2.
 
a translucent mineral containing small reflective particles, typically quartz containing mica or iron compounds, or feldspar containing hematite.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
avventurino

 , from 
avventura

 ‘chance’ (because of its accidental discovery).





avenue

 
/ˈavəˌn(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad road in a town or city, typically having trees at regular intervals along its sides




•
 
tree-lined avenues surround the hotel




•
 [in 
proper names

 ]
 
Euclid Avenue.










2.
 
[in 
proper names

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a thoroughfare running at right angles to the streets in a city laid out on a grid pattern




•
 
7th Avenue.










3.
 
a tree-lined road or path, especially one that leads to a country house or similar building




•
 
an avenue of limes.










4.
 
a way of approaching a problem or making progress toward something




•
 
three possible avenues of research suggested themselves.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, feminine past participle of 
avenir

 ‘arrive, approach,’ from Latin 
advenire

 , from 
ad-

 ‘toward’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’






aver

 
/əˈvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 state or assert to be the case


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he averred that he was innocent of the allegations




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You're the most beautiful girl in the world,” he averred.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 
[Law]

 allege as a fact in support of a plea.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘declare or confirm to be true’): from Old French 
averer

 , based on Latin 
ad

 ‘to’ (implying ‘cause to be’) + 
verus

 ‘true.’





average

 
/ˈav(ə)rij /

 
avg.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number expressing the central or typical value in a set of data, in particular the mode, median, or (most commonly) the mean, which is calculated by dividing the sum of the values in the set by their number




•
 
the housing prices there are twice the national average.







Compare with mean
 3
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
an amount, standard, level, or rate regarded as usual or ordinary




•
 
the month's snowfall is 
below average






•
 
they take about thirty minutes 
on average

 .










3.
 
the apportionment of financial liability resulting from loss of or damage to a ship or its cargo.




4.
 
reduction in the amount payable under an insurance policy, e.g., in respect of partial loss.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
constituting the result obtained by adding together several quantities and then dividing this total by the number of quantities




•
 
the average temperature in May was 64°F.










2.
 
of the usual or ordinary standard, level, or quantity




•
 
a woman of average height.










3.
 
having qualities that are seen as typical of a particular person or thing




•
 
the average teenager prefers comfort to high fashion.










4.
 
mediocre; not very good




•
 
a very average director who made very average movies.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — achieve or amount to as an average rate or amount over a period of time




•
 
annual inflation averaged 2.4 percent.










2.
 
calculate or estimate the average of (figures or measurements)




•
 
their earnings, 
averaged out

 over the month, were only $62 a week.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
average out

 )
 — result in an even distribution; even out




•
 
it is reasonable to hope that the results will average out.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
average out at/to

 )
 — result in an average figure of




•
 
the cost should average out to about $6 per page.














IV.
 
derivatives





averagely

 
/ˈav(ə)rəjlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
avarie

 ‘damage to ship or cargo,’ earlier ‘customs duty,’ from Italian 
avaria

 , from Arabic 
'awār

 ‘damage to goods’; the suffix 
-age

 is on the pattern of 
damage

 . Originally denoting a charge or customs duty payable by the owner of goods to be shipped, the term later denoted the financial liability from goods lost or damaged at sea, and specifically the equitable apportionment of this between the owners of the vessel and the cargo (late 16th cent.); this gave rise to the general sense of the equalizing out of gains and losses by calculating the mean (mid 18th cent).





averment

 
/əˈvərmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 an affirmation or allegation.




2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 a formal statement by a party in a case of a fact or circumstance that the party offers to prove or substantiate.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
averrement

 , 
averement

 , from 
averer

 ‘declare true’ (see aver
 ).





Averroës

 
/əˈverōˌēz, ˌavəˈrō-ēz/






(
c.

 1126–98), Islamic philosopher, judge, and physician, born in Spain; Arabic name 
ibn-Rushd

 . His highly influential commentaries on Aristotle sought to reconcile the Greek philosophical tradition with the Arabic.










averse

 
/əˈvərs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ] (
averse to

 )


1.
 
having a strong dislike of or opposition to something




•
 
as a former CIA director, he is not averse to secrecy




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the bank's approach has been risk-averse.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
aversus

 ‘turned away from,’ past participle of 
avertere

 (see avert
 ). / 
usage:

 The widespread phrase for expressing dislike, opposition, or hostility (to things, usually not people) is 
averse to

 . Similarly, one may be said to have an 
aversion to

 (usually not 
aversion from

 ) certain things or activities (but usually not people): Katherine was known for her 
aversion to

 flying, but she was brave and boarded the plane anyway. 
Averse from

 was prescribed by Samuel Johnson and is preferred by traditionalists, who condemn 
averse to

 as nonsensical (the Latin origin of 
averse

 has the meaning ‘turn from’). In both US and British English, however, 
averse to

 is now by far the more common occurrence. See also usage at adverse
 .





aversion

 
/əˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong dislike or disinclination




•
 
he had a deep-seated 
aversion to

 most forms of exercise.










2.
 
someone or something that arouses strong feelings of dislike.








II.
 
derivatives





aversive

 
/-siv, -ziv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting the action of turning away or averting one's eyes): from Latin 
aversio(n-)

 , from 
avertere

 ‘turn away from’ (see avert
 ).





aversion therapy






noun




a type of behavior therapy designed to make a patient give up an undesirable habit by causing them to associate it with an unpleasant effect.














avert

 
/əˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn away (one's eyes or thoughts)




•
 
she averted her eyes during the more violent scenes.










2.
 
prevent or ward off (an undesirable occurrence)




•
 
talks failed to avert a rail strike.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘divert or deter someone from a place or a course of action’): from Latin 
avertere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn’; reinforced by Old French 
avertir

 .





Aves

 
/ˈävāz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of vertebrates that comprises the birds.







– origin

 Latin, plural of 
avis

 ‘bird.’





Avesta

 
/əˈvestə/





I.
 
noun




the sacred writings of Zoroastrianism, compiled in the 4th century 
AD

 .











– origin

 Persian.





Avestan

 
/əˈvestən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Avesta or to the ancient Indo-Iranian language in which it is written, closely related to Vedic Sanskrit.








II.
 
noun




the Avestan language.













avg.






abbreviation




average.













avgas

 
/ˈavɡas/





I.
 
noun




aircraft fuel.











– origin

 1940s: from 
av(iation)

 + gas
 .





avian

 
/ˈāvēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to birds




•
 
avian tuberculosis.














II.
 
noun




a bird.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
avis

 ‘bird’ + -an
 .





avian influenza

 
avian flu






noun




the technical name for bird flu
 .













aviary

 
/ˈāvēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a large cage, building, or enclosure for keeping birds in.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
aviarium

 , from 
avis

 ‘bird.’





aviate

 
/ˈāvēˌāt/





I.
 
verb




pilot or fly in an airplane


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
an aircraft that can be aviated without effort




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
there are fewer opportunities to aviate in winter.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from aviation
 .






aviation

 
/ˌāvēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the flying or operating of aircraft


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the aviation industry




•
 
aviation engineering.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, formed irregularly from Latin 
avis

 ‘bird.’





aviator

 
/ˈāvēˌādər/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly dated›

 a pilot.




2.
 
(
aviators

 )
 — a pair of aviator glasses.




•
 
I wear aviators, but it's purely because they are practical sunglasses as opposed to being fashion accessories.



















aviator glasses






noun




a style of sunglasses with thin wire frames and large lenses.













aviator jacket






noun




another term for flight jacket
 or bomber jacket
 .













aviatrix

 
/ˌāvēˈātriks ˈāvēəˌtriks/






noun






‹dated›

 a female pilot.













Avicenna

 
/ˌavəˈsenə/






(980–1037), Islamic philosopher and physician, born in Persia; Arabic name 
ibn-Sina

 . His philosophical system was the major influence on the development of scholasticism.










avicularium

 
/əˌvikyəˈlerēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in some bryozoans) any of a number of modified zooids that take the form of a pair of snapping jaws resembling a bird's head, serving to prevent other organisms from settling on the colony.

Compare with vibraculum
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
avicula

 , diminutive of 
avis

 ‘bird.’





aviculture

 
/ˈāvəˌkəlCHər ˈavəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the breeding and rearing of birds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
avicultural

 
/ˌāviˈkəlCHərəl, ˌavi- /






adjective













2.
 
aviculturalist

 
/ˌāviˈkəlCHərəlist, ˌavi- /






noun













3.
 
aviculturist

 
/ˈāvəˌkəlCH(ə)rəst ˈavəˌkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
avis

 ‘bird’ + culture
 .






avid

 
/ˈavəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a keen interest in or enthusiasm for something




•
 
an avid reader of science fiction




•
 
she took an avid interest in the project.










2.
 
(
avid for

 )
 — having an eager desire for something




•
 
she was avid for information about the murder inquiry.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
avide

 or Latin 
avidus

 , from 
avere

 ‘crave.’





avidin

 
/ˈavədən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein found in raw egg white, which combines with biotin and hinders its absorption.











– origin

 1940s: from avid
 + -in
 1
 .





avidity

 
/əˈvidədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme eagerness or enthusiasm




•
 
he read detective stories with avidity.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the overall strength of binding between an antibody and an antigen.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
avidité

 or Latin 
aviditas

 , from 
avidus

 ‘eager, greedy.’





avidly

 
/ˈavidlē/






adverb




with great interest or enthusiasm




•
 
I came across her avidly reading a magazine.



















avifauna

 
/ˌāvēˈfônə ˌavēˈfônə/





I.
 
noun




the birds of a particular region, habitat, or geological period.








II.
 
derivatives





avifaunal






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
avis

 ‘bird’ + fauna
 .





Avignon

 
/ˌavənˈyôn/






a city on the Rhône River in southeastern France; pop. 94,787 (2006). From 1309 until 1377, it was the residence of the popes during their exile from Rome, and it was papal property until the French Revolution.









Ávila, Teresa of






see Teresa of Ávila, St.










avionics

 
/ˌāvēˈäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
electronics as applied to aviation.




2.
 
electronic equipment fitted in an aircraft.











– origin

 1940s: blend of aviation
 and electronics
 .





avirulent

 
/ˌāˈvir(y)ələnt/






adjective




(of a microorganism) not virulent.













avitaminosis

 
/āˌvīdəməˈnōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition resulting from a deficiency of one or more particular vitamins.














avocado

 
/ˌavəˈkädō ˌävəˈkädō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pear-shaped fruit with a rough leathery skin, smooth oily edible flesh, and a large stone




•
 
serve with slices of avocado.







Also called alligator pear
 .




2.
 
a light green color like that of the flesh of avocados.




3.
 
the tropical evergreen tree that bears the avocado. It is native to Central America and widely cultivated elsewhere.

[
Persea americana

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish, alteration (influenced by 
avocado

 ‘advocate’) of 
aguacate

 , from Nahuatl 
ahuacatl

 .





avocation

 
/ˌavəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a hobby or minor occupation.








II.
 
derivatives





avocational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
avocatio(n-)

 , from 
avocare

 ‘call away,’ from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





avocet

 
/ˈavəˌset/





I.
 
noun




a long-legged wading bird with a slender upturned bill and strikingly patterned plumage.

[Genus 
Recurvirostra

 , family 
Recurvirostridae

 : four species, including the 
American avocet

 (
R. americana

 ), which has black and white plumage.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
avocette

 , from Italian 
avosetta

 .





Avogadro, Amedeo

 
/ˌävəˈɡädˌrō, ˌävō-/






(1776–1856), Italian chemist and physicist. His law, formulated in 1811, was used to derive both molecular weights and a system of atomic weights.









Avogadro's law

 

‹Chemistry›







a law stating that equal volumes of gases at the same temperature and pressure contain equal numbers of molecules.









Avogadro's number

 

‹Chemistry›


 
Avogadro's constant






the number of atoms or molecules in one mole of a substance, equal to 6.023 × 1023
 .










avoid

 
/əˈvoid/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep away from or stop oneself from doing (something)




•
 
avoid excessive exposure to the sun.










2.
 
contrive not to meet (someone)




•
 
boys lined up to meet Gloria, but avoided her bossy sister.










3.
 
not go to or through (a place)




•
 
this route avoids downtown Boston.










4.
 
prevent from happening




•
 
make the necessary adjustments to avoid an accident.










5.
 


[Law]

 repudiate, nullify, or render void (a decree or contract).








II.
 
phrases





avoid someone/something like the plague






try hard to avoid someone or something




•
 
a place that Robyn normally avoided like the plague.




•
 
I avoid business lunches like the plague.


















III.
 
derivatives





avoider






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
evuider

 ‘clear out, get rid of,’ from 
vuide

 ‘empty’ (see void
 ).





avoidable

 
/əˈvoidəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be avoided or prevented




•
 
the accident was entirely avoidable




•
 
avoidable costs.














II.
 
derivatives





avoidably






adverb





















avoidance

 
/əˈvoidəns/






noun



1.
 
the action of keeping away from or not doing something




•
 
one third of cancer deaths could be prevented by avoidance of smoking.










2.
 
the action of preventing something from happening




•
 
a pilotless passenger aircraft would rely on computers and automatic collision avoidance.










3.
 


[Law]

 the action of repudiating, nullifying, or rendering void a decree or contract




•
 
insurance underwriters could not rely on non-disclosure to justify avoidance of the contract.



















avoidance relationship






noun




a familial relationship that is forbidden according to rules operating in some traditional societies. In Australian Aboriginal society, for example, mothers-in-law and sons-in-law may not meet face to face or speak directly with one another.













avoidant

 
/əˈvoidənt/






adjective






[Psychology]

 relating to or denoting a type of personality or behavior characterized by the avoidance of intimacy or social interaction.




•
 
he was also anxious, avoidant, and unable to manage conflict.




















avoirdupois

 
/ˌävərdəˈpoiz ˌävərdəˈpwä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of weights based on a pound of 16 ounces or 7,000 grains, widely used in English-speaking countries


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
avoirdupois weights




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
a pound avoirdupois.







Compare with troy
 .




2.
 


‹humorous›

 weight; heaviness




•
 
she was putting on the avoirdupois like nobody's business.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting merchandise sold by weight): from Old French 
aveir de peis

 ‘goods of weight,’ from 
aveir

 ‘to have’ (infinitive used as a noun, from Latin 
habere

 ) + 
peis

 ‘weight’ (see poise
 1
 ).





avoision

 
/əˈvoiZHən /

 
tax avoision





I.
 
noun




the arrangement of one's financial affairs so as to avoid or minimize tax liability in such a way that it is not clear whether this constitutes lawful avoidance of tax or illegal tax evasion.




•
 
tax avoision is a consequence of the web of tax rules that has undermined compliance.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the higher the tax rate, the more popular the avoision schemes.

















– origin

 1970s: blend of 
avoidance

 (see avoid
 ) and evasion
 .





Avon

 
/ˈāvän/





I.
 
a river in central England that rises near the border between the counties of Leicestershire and Northamptonshire and flows 96 miles (154 km) southwest through Stratford to the Severn River.




II.
 
a river in southwestern England that rises near the Gloucestershire–Wiltshire border and flows 75 miles (121 km) through Bath and Bristol to the Severn River.




III.
 
a county in southwestern England; county town, Bristol.









Avondale

 
/ˈavənˌdāl/






a city in south central Arizona, a western suburb of Phoenix; pop. 81,299 (est. 2008).










avouch

 
/əˈvouCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 affirm or assert.








II.
 
derivatives





avouchment

 
/əˈvouCHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
avochier

 , from Latin 
advocare

 ‘summon in defense,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





avow

 
/əˈvou/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
assert or confess openly


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he avowed that he had voted Republican in every election




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he avowed his change of faith.














II.
 
derivatives





avowal

 
/əˈvou(ə)l /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘acknowledge, approve’ and ‘vouch for’): from Old French 
avouer

 ‘acknowledge,’ from Latin 
advocare

 ‘summon in defense’ (see avouch
 ).





avowed

 
/əˈvoud/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
that has been asserted, admitted, or stated publicly




•
 
an avowed atheist




•
 
they came to power with the avowed aim of promoting religious toleration.



















avowedly

 
/əˈvouədlē/






adverb




as has been asserted, admitted, or stated publicly; openly




•
 
the article is avowedly a historical analysis




•
 
the country's first avowedly left-wing president.




















avulsion

 
/əˈvəlSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 the action of pulling or tearing away.




2.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Law]

 the sudden separation of land from one property and its attachment to another, especially by flooding or a change in the course of a river.

Compare with alluvion
 .








II.
 
derivatives





avulse

 
/əˈvəls /






verb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
avulsion-

 , from the verb 
avellere

 , from 
ab-

 ‘from’ + 
vallere

 ‘pluck.’






avuncular

 
/əˈvəNGkyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an uncle.




2.
 
kind and friendly toward a younger or less experienced person




•
 
an avuncular manner.










3.
 


[Anthropology]

 of or relating to the relationship between men and their siblings' children.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
avunculus

 ‘maternal uncle,’ diminutive of 
avus

 ‘grandfather.’





avunculate

 
/əˈvəNGkyəlit, -ˌlāt/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the avunculate

 )


1.
 


[Anthropology]

 the special relationship in some societies between a man and his sister's son.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
avunculus

 ‘maternal uncle’ + -ate
 2
 .






aw

 
/ô /

 
aww





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express mild protest, entreaty, or sympathy




•
 
aw, come on, Andy




•
 
aww, you poor thing.










2.
 
used to express mild disappointment or self-deprecation




•
 
aw, it's a shame I can't make it




•
 
aww, thanks for the nice comments.










3.
 
used to express pleasure, delight, or affection, especially in response to something regarded as sweet or endearing




•
 
aww, the kitten is too cute!




•
 
aww, are you guys an item?

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in American English in the mid 19th cent.





AWACS

 
/ˈāwaks/





I.
 
noun




a long-range airborne radar system for detecting enemy aircraft and missiles and directing attacks on them


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
AWACS aircraft.

















– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
airborne warning and control system

 .





await

 
/əˈwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) wait for (an event)




•
 
we await the proposals with impatience




•
 
prisoners awaiting trial




•
 (
awaited

 )
 
an eagerly awaited debut.










2.
 
(of an event or circumstance) be in store for (someone)




•
 
many dangers await them.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
awaitier

 , from 
a-

 (from Latin 
ad

 ‘to, at’) + 
waitier

 ‘to wait.’






awake

 
/əˈwāk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stop sleeping; wake from sleep




•
 
she awoke to find the streets covered in snow.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to wake from sleep




•
 
my screams awoke my parents.










3.
 
regain consciousness




•
 
I awoke six hours after the operation.










4.
 
(
awake to

 )
 — become aware of; come to a realization of




•
 
the authorities finally awoke to the extent of the problem.










5.
 
make or become active again




•
 
there were echoes and scents that awoke some memory in me.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not asleep




•
 
the noise might keep you awake at night.










2.
 
(
awake to

 )
 — aware of




•
 
too few are awake to the dangers.

















– origin

 Old English 
āwæcnan

 , 
āwacian

 , both used in the sense ‘come out of sleep’ (see a-
 2
 , wake
 1
 ).





awaken

 
/əˈwākən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rouse from sleep; cause to stop sleeping




•
 
Anna was awakened by the telephone.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stop sleeping




•
 
he sighed but did not awaken.










3.
 
rouse (a feeling)




•
 
different images can awaken new emotions within us.










4.
 
(
awaken someone to

 )
 — make someone aware of (something) for the first time




•
 
the movie helped to awaken the public to the horrors of apartheid.

















– origin

 Old English 
onwæcnan

 , from 
on

 ‘on’ + waken
 .





awakening

 
/əˈwāk(ə)niNG/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or moment of becoming suddenly aware of something




•
 
the war came as 
a rude awakening

 to the hardships of life.










2.
 


‹formal›

 an act of waking from sleep.




3.
 
the beginning or rousing of something




•
 
the awakening of democracy in Eastern Europe.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
coming into existence or awareness




•
 
his awakening desire




•
 
an awakening conscience.



















award

 
/əˈwôrd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
two objs.

 ]


1.
 
give or order the giving of (something) as an official payment, compensation, or prize to (someone)




•
 
he was awarded the Purple Heart




•
 
the 3.5 percent pay raise was awarded to the staff.










2.
 
grant or assign (a contract or commission) to (a person or organization).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a prize or other mark of recognition given in honor of an achievement




•
 
the company's annual award for high-quality service




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an award ceremony.










2.
 
an amount of money paid to someone as an official payment, compensation, or grant




•
 
a generous award given to promising young dancers.










3.
 
the action of giving a payment, compensation, or prize




•
 
the award of an honorary doctorate




•
 
an award of damages.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
awardee

 
/əˌwôrˈdē /






noun













2.
 
awarder






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘issue a judicial decision,’ also denoting the decision itself): from Anglo-Norman French 
awarder

 , variant of Old French 
esguarder

 ‘consider, ordain,’ from 
es-

 (from Latin 
ex

 ‘thoroughly’) + 
guarder

 ‘watch (over),’ based on a word of Germanic origin related to ward
 ; compare with guard
 .





awards ceremony

 
award ceremony






noun




a formal occasion at which prizes are given to honor achievement in a particular field




•
 
winners will be selected and brought together at a special awards ceremony




•
 
a prestigious awards ceremony.



















aware

 
/əˈwer/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having knowledge or perception of a situation or fact




•
 
most people are 
aware of

 the dangers of sunbathing




•
 
I am 
well aware of

 the problem




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he was aware that a problem existed




•
 


as far as I'm aware

 , no one has complained.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — concerned and well-informed about a particular situation or development




•
 
unless everyone becomes more 
environmentally aware

 , catastrophe is inevitable




•
 
a 
politically aware

 electorate.

















– origin

 Old English 
gewær

 ; related to German 
gewahr

 , also to ware
 2
 .





awareness

 
/əˈwernəs/






noun



1.
 
knowledge or perception of a situation or fact




•
 
we need to raise public awareness of the issue.




•
 
there is a lack of awareness of the risks.










2.
 
concern about and well-informed interest in a particular situation or development




•
 
a growing environmental awareness.




•
 
his political awareness developed.



















awareness bracelet






noun




a colored bracelet worn to raise awareness of a particular cause.













awash

 
/əˈwôSH əˈwäSH/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
covered or flooded with water, especially seawater or rain




•
 
the boat rolled violently, its decks awash.










2.
 
containing large numbers or amounts of someone or something




•
 
the city was 
awash with

 journalists.










3.
 
level with the surface of water, especially the sea, so that it just washes over




•
 
a rock awash outside the reef entrance.




















away

 
/əˈwā/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
to or at a distance from a particular place, person, or thing




•
 
she landed badly, and crawled away




•
 
they walked 
away from

 the church in silence




•
 
Bernice pushed him away




•
 
we'll be away for four nights




•
 
there's a river 
not far away

 .










2.
 
at a specified distance




•
 
when he was ten or twelve feet away, he stopped




•
 
a loud explosion 
a short distance away






•
 
we have had patients 
from as far away as

 Toronto.










3.
 
at a specified future distance in time




•
 
the wedding is only weeks away.










4.
 
toward a lower level; downward




•
 
in front of them the land fell away to the river.










5.
 
conceptually to one side, so as no longer to be the focus of attention




•
 
the museum has shifted its emphasis 
away from

 research toward exhibitions.










6.
 
into an appropriate place for storage or safekeeping




•
 
he put away the lawn furniture




•
 
Philip locked away all the cash every night.










7.
 
toward or into nonexistence




•
 
the sound of hoofbeats died away




•
 
Marie felt her distress ebbing away.










8.
 
constantly, persistently, or continuously




•
 
there was little Edgar crooning away




•
 
have your camera ready and click away when you spot something.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a sports game) played at the opponents' field or court




•
 
tomorrow night's away game at Yankee Stadium




•
 
an away victory.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a sports team that is playing at the opponents' field or court




•
 
the away team left with a win in the shootout.














III.
 
noun




a game played or won by a team at their opponents' field or court.








IV.
 
phrases





away with






see with
 .















– origin

 Old English 
onweg

 , 
aweg

 ‘on one's way’ (see a-
 2
 , way
 ).





away message






noun




a message indicating that someone is unavailable, especially on an instant messaging service.














awe

 
/ô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of reverential respect mixed with fear or wonder




•
 
they gazed in awe at the small mountain of diamonds




•
 
the sight filled me with awe




•
 
his staff members 
are in awe of

 him.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 capacity to inspire awe




•
 
is it any wonder that Christmas Eve has lost its awe?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be awed

 )


1.
 
inspire with awe




•
 
they were both awed by the vastness of the forest.

















– origin

 Old English 
ege

 ‘terror, dread, awe,’ replaced in Middle English by forms related to Old Norse 
agi

 .





awed

 
/ôd/






adjective




filled with awe or wonder




•
 
he spoke in a hushed, awed whisper




•
 
I watched her in awed silence.



















aweigh

 
/əˈwā/





I.
 
adjective






[Nautical]

 (of an anchor) raised just clear of the sea or riverbed.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + weigh
 1
 .





awe-inspiring

 
/ˈô ənˌspī(ə)riNG/






adjective




arousing awe through being impressive, formidable, or magnificent




•
 
Michelangelo's awe-inspiring masterpiece.




















awesome

 
/ˈôsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely impressive or daunting; inspiring great admiration, apprehension, or fear




•
 
the awesome power of the atomic bomb.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely good; excellent




•
 
the band is truly awesome!














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
awesomely






adverb













2.
 
awesomeness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘filled with awe’): from awe
 + -some
 1
 .





awesomesauce

 
/ˈôsəmˌsôs/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 extremely good; excellent




•
 
the ladies' awesomesauce weekend in Vegas ended prematurely




•
 
seeing them perform live was awesomesauce!




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
awesomesauce, looking forward to it.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: humorous alteration of awesome
 , on the pattern of weak sauce
 .





awestruck

 
/ˈôˌstrək /

 
awestricken






adjective




filled with or revealing awe




•
 
people were awestruck by the pictures sent back to earth.



















awful

 
/ˈôfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very bad or unpleasant




•
 
the place smelled awful




•
 
I look awful in a swimsuit




•
 
an awful speech.










2.
 
extremely shocking; horrific




•
 
awful, bloody images.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to emphasize the extent of something, especially something unpleasant or negative




•
 
I've made an awful fool of myself.










4.
 
(of a person) very unwell, troubled, or unhappy




•
 
I felt awful for being so angry with him




•
 
you look awful—you should go and lie down.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 inspiring reverential wonder or fear.








II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 awfully; very




•
 
we're an awful long way from the main road.














III.
 
phrases





an awful lot






a very large amount; a great deal




•
 
we've had an awful lot of letters




•
 
you've still got an awful lot to learn.





















– origin

 Old English (see awe
 , -ful
 ).





awfulize

 
/ˈôfəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 imagine (a situation) to be as bad as it can possibly be




•
 
I awfulized the upcoming confrontation I was planning to have with my boss.



















awfully

 
/ˈôf(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — (used especially in spoken English) very




•
 
I'm awfully sorry to bother you so late




•
 
an awfully nice man.










2.
 
very badly or unpleasantly




•
 
we played awfully.



















awfulness

 
/ˈôfəlnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being very bad or unpleasant




•
 
the chili and pineapple relish did manage to mask the awfulness of the deep-fried Brie.










2.
 
the shocking or horrific nature of something




•
 
the awfulness of his crime.



















awhile

 
/əˈ(h)wīl/





I.
 
adverb




for a short time




•
 
stand here awhile.

















– origin

 Old English 
āne hwīle

 ‘(for) a while.’ / 
usage:

 The adverb 
awhile

 , meaning 'for a short time,' should be written as one word (we paused awhile). The noun phrase, meaning ‘a period of time,’ especially when preceded by a preposition, should be written as two words (Margaret rested for 
a while

 ; we'll be there in 
a while

 ). See also usage at worthwhile
 .





awhirl

 
/əˈ(h)wərl/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
in a whirl; whirling




•
 
her mind was 
awhirl with

 images.



















awk

 
/ôk /

 
awks /ôks/






I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a situation) causing uneasy embarrassment; awkward or uncomfortable




•
 
next Sunday's dinner is going to be a little awk




•
 
I sent that text complaining about work to my boss instead of my boyfriend—awks




•
 
the awks encounter with her ex.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of awkward
 .






awkward

 
/ˈôkwərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing difficulty; hard to do or deal with




•
 
one of the most awkward jobs is painting a ceiling




•
 
some awkward questions




•
 
the wheelbarrow can be awkward to maneuver.










2.
 
deliberately unreasonable or uncooperative




•
 
you're being damned awkward!










3.
 
causing or feeling embarrassment or inconvenience




•
 
he had put her in a very awkward situation.










4.
 
not smooth or graceful; ungainly




•
 
Luther's awkward movements impeded his progress




•
 
she was long-legged and rather awkward.










5.
 
uncomfortable or abnormal




•
 
make sure the baby isn't sleeping in an awkward position.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the wrong way around, upside down’): from dialect 
awk

 ‘backward, perverse, clumsy’ (from Old Norse 
afugr

 ‘turned the wrong way’) + -ward
 .





awkwardly

 
/ˈôkwədlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an ungainly manner; not smoothly or gracefully




•
 
she waddled up the stairs awkwardly




•
 
he landed awkwardly after both of his vaults




•
 
the conclusion seems awkwardly grafted on to the main text.










2.
 
in a way that shows uneasy embarrassment




•
 
Seth responded awkwardly, allowing the silence once again to settle between them




•
 
I cleared my throat awkwardly.










3.
 
in a way that causes difficulty




•
 
the cruise control is placed awkwardly on the control column




•
 
the ball bounced awkwardly, but Auguste controlled it with his chest.



















awkwardness

 
/ˈôkwərdnəs/






noun




the quality of being awkward




•
 
there was a moment of awkwardness




•
 
the awkwardness of youth.




















awl

 
/ôl/





I.
 
noun




a small pointed tool used for piercing holes, especially in leather.











– origin

 Old English 
æl

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Ahle

 .





awn

 
/ôn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a stiff bristle, especially one of those growing from the ear or flower of barley, rye, and many grasses.








II.
 
derivatives





awned






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, from Old Norse 
ǫgn

 ; related to Swedish 
agn

 , Danish 
avn

 .





awning

 
/ˈôniNG/





I.
 
noun




a sheet of canvas or other material stretched on a frame and used to keep the sun or rain off a storefront, window, doorway, or deck.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally in nautical use): of unknown origin.





awoke

 
/əˈwōk/






past of awake
 .









awoken

 
/əˈwōkən/






past participle of awake
 .









AWOL

 
/ˈāˌwôl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


[Military]

 absent from one's post but without intent to desert




•
 
the men have gone AWOL




•
 


‹humorous›

 now the parrot has 
gone AWOL

 .

















– origin

 1920s: acronym from 
absent without (official) leave

 .





awry

 
/əˈrī/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
away from the appropriate, planned, or expected course; amiss


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
many youthful romances 
go awry






•
 [as 
predic. adj.

 ]
 
I got the impression that something was awry.










2.
 
out of the normal or correct position; askew


[as 
predic. adj.

 ]


•
 
he was hatless, his silver hair awry.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from a-
 2
 ‘on’ + wry
 .






aw-shucks





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a personal quality or manner) self-deprecating and shy




•
 
his aw-shucks niceness disguised his conniving nature.

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: from aw
 + 
shucks

 (see shuck
 ).






ax

 
/aks /

 
axe





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool typically used for chopping wood, usually a steel blade attached at a right angle to a wooden handle.




2.
 
a measure intended to reduce costs drastically, especially one that involves elimination of staff




•
 
thirty workers are 
facing the ax

 in the assembly department.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a musical instrument, especially one played by a jazz or rock musician.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
end, cancel, or dismiss suddenly and ruthlessly




•
 
the company is axing 125 jobs




•
 
2,500 staff were axed as part of the realignment.










2.
 
reduce (costs or services) drastically




•
 
the candidates all promised to ax government spending.










3.
 
cut or strike with an ax, especially violently or destructively




•
 
the door had been axed by the firefighters.














III.
 
phrases





have an ax to grind






have a self-serving reason for doing or being involved in something




•
 
she joined the board because she had an ax to grind with the school system.





















– origin

 Old English 
æx

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aaks

 and German 
Axt

 .





axel

 
/ˈaksəl /

 
Axel





I.
 
noun






[Figure Skating]

 a jump with a forward takeoff from the forward outside edge of one skate to the backward outside edge of the other, with one and a half turns in the air.











– origin

 1930s: named after 
Axel

 R. Paulsen (1885–1938), Norwegian skater.





axenic

 
/āˈzēnik, āˈzen-/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting a culture that is free from living organisms other than the species required.








II.
 
derivatives





axenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1940s: from 
a-

 ‘not’ + Greek 
xenikos

 ‘alien, strange’ + -ic
 .





axes

 
/ˈakˌsēz/






plural form of axis
 .










axial

 
/ˈaksēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, forming, or relating to an axis




•
 
the main axial road.










2.
 
around an axis




•
 
the axial rotation rate of the earth.














II.
 
derivatives





axially






adverb





















axil

 
/ˈaksəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the upper angle between a leaf stalk or branch and the stem or trunk from which it is growing.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
axilla

 ‘armpit’ (see axilla
 ).






axilla

 
/akˈsilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the space below the shoulder through which vessels and nerves enter and leave the upper arm; a person's armpit.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 an axil.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
ala

 ‘wing.’






axillary

 
/akˈsilərē/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the armpit




•
 
enlargement of the axillary lymph nodes.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 in or growing from an axil




•
 
axillary shoots.







Often contrasted with terminal
 .














axillary bud






noun






[Botany]

 a bud that grows from the axil of a leaf and may develop into a branch or flower cluster.

Also called lateral bud
 .













axiology

 
/ˌaksiˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the study of the nature of value and valuation, and of the kinds of things that are valuable.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a particular theory of axiology




•
 
all consequentialists start with an axiology which tells us what things are valuable or fitting to desire.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
axiologie

 , from Greek 
axia

 ‘worth, value.’






axiom

 
/ˈaksēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or proposition that is regarded as being established, accepted, or self-evidently true




•
 
the 
axiom that

 supply equals demand.










2.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 a statement or proposition on which an abstractly defined structure is based.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
axiome

 or Latin 
axioma

 , from Greek 
axiōma

 ‘what is thought fitting,’ from 
axios

 ‘worthy.’





axiomatic

 
/ˌaksēəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
self-evident or unquestionable




•
 
it is 
axiomatic that

 dividends have to be financed.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Mathematics]

 relating to or containing axioms.








II.
 
derivatives





axiomatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
axiōmatikos

 , from 
axiōma

 ‘what is thought fitting’ (see axiom
 ).





axion

 
/ˈaksēˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a hypothetical subatomic particle postulated to account for the rarity of processes that break charge-parity symmetry. It is very light, electrically neutral, and pseudoscalar.











– origin

 1970s: from axial
 + -on
 .






axis

 
/ˈaksəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imaginary line about which a body rotates




•
 
the earth revolves on its axis once every 24 hours.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 an imaginary straight line passing through the center of a symmetrical solid, and about which a plane figure can be conceived as rotating to generate the solid.




3.
 
an imaginary line that divides something into equal or roughly equal halves, especially in the direction of its greatest length.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a fixed reference line for the measurement of coordinates




•
 
the variable that is thought of as a cause is placed on the horizontal axis, and the variable that is thought of as an effect on the vertical axis.










5.
 
a straight central part in a structure to which other parts are connected.




6.
 


[Botany]

 the central column of an inflorescence or other growth.




7.
 


[Zoology]

 the skull and backbone of a vertebrate animal.




8.
 


[Anatomy]

 the second cervical vertebra, below the atlas at the top of the backbone.




9.
 
an agreement or alliance between two or more countries that forms a center for an eventual larger grouping of nations




•
 
the Anglo-American axis.










10.
 
(
the Axis

 )
 — the alliance of Germany and Italy formed before and during World War II, later extended to include Japan and other countries


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the Axis Powers.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘axle, pivot.’






axis deer

 
axis





I.
 
noun




a deer that has lyre-shaped antlers and a yellowish-brown coat with white spots, native to India and Sri Lanka.

[
Cervus axis

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
axis

 from Latin, the name of an Indian animal mentioned by Pliny.





axisymmetric

 
/ˌaksēsəˈmetrik/






adjective






[Geometry]

 symmetrical about an axis.













axle

 
/ˈaksəl/





I.
 
noun




a rod or spindle (either fixed or rotating) passing through the center of a wheel or group of wheels


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
axle grease




•
 
axle loads.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally 
axle-tree

 ): from Old Norse 
ǫxultré

 .





axman

 
/ˈaksman /

 
axeman






noun



1.
 
a person who works with an ax




•
 
he was like an axman at work in a tangled thicket.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a rock or jazz guitarist.













Axminster

 
/ˈaksˌminstər /

 
Axminster carpet





I.
 
noun




a kind of machine-woven patterned carpet with a cut pile.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the town of 
Axminster

 in southern England, noted since the 18th cent. for the production of carpets.





ax murderer






noun




a person who commits murder with an ax (frequently used to evoke an image of a violent psychopathic criminal)




•
 
a convicted ax murderer




•
 
you could be an ax murderer for all I know!



















axolotl

 
/ˈaksəˌlädl/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican salamander which in natural conditions retains its aquatic newtlike larval form throughout life but is able to breed.

[
Ambystoma mexicanum

 , family 
Ambystomatidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Nahuatl, from 
atl

 ‘water’ + 
xolotl

 ‘servant.’






axon

 
/ˈakˌsän/





I.
 
noun




the long threadlike part of a nerve cell along which impulses are conducted from the cell body to other cells.








II.
 
derivatives





axonal

 
/ˈaksənl, akˈsänl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting the body axis): from Greek 
axōn

 ‘axis.’





axoneme

 
/ˈaksəˌnēm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the central strand of a cilium or flagellum. It is composed of an array of microtubules, typically in nine pairs around two single central ones.








II.
 
derivatives





axonemal

 
/aksəˈnēməl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
axōn

 ‘axis’ + 
nēma

 ‘thread.’





axonometric

 
/ˌaksənəˈmetrik/






adjective




using or designating an orthographic projection of an object, such as a building, on a plane inclined to each of the three principal axes of the object; three-dimensional but without perspective.













axoplasm

 
/ˈaksōˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the cytoplasm of a nerve axon.








II.
 
derivatives





axoplasmic

 
/ˌaksəˈplazmik /






adjective





















Ayacucho

 
/ˌīəˈko͞oCHō/






a city in the Andes in south central Peru; pop. 151,000 (est. 2007).









ayah

 
/ˈīə/





I.
 
noun




a native maid or nursemaid employed by Europeans in India.











– origin

 Anglo-Indian, from Portuguese 
aia

 ‘nurse,’ feminine of 
aio

 ‘tutor.’






ayahuasca

 
/ˌīəˈwäskə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical vine native to the Amazon region, noted for its hallucinogenic properties.

[Genus 
Banisteriopsis

 , family 
Malpighiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
B. caapi

 .]




2.
 
a hallucinogenic drink prepared from the bark of this.











– origin

 1940s: from South American Spanish, from Quechua 
ayawáskha

 , from 
aya

 ‘corpse’ + 
waskha

 ‘rope.’





ayatollah

 
/ˌīəˈtōlə/





I.
 
noun




a Shiite religious leader in Iran.











– origin

 1950s: from Persian, from Arabic 
āyatu-llāh

 , literally ‘token of God.’





Ayckbourn, Sir Alan

 
/ˈākˌbôrn/






(1939–), English playwright. Notable plays: 
Relatively Speaking

 (1967), 
Absurd Person Singular

 (1973), and 
A Chorus of Disapproval

 (1985).










aye1


 
/ī /

 
ay





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 said to express assent; yes




•
 
aye, you're right about that.










2.
 
(
aye, aye

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 
[Nautical]

 a response acknowledging an order




•
 
aye, aye, captain.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 (in voting) I assent




•
 
all in favor say, “aye.”














II.
 
noun




an affirmative answer or assent, especially in voting




•
 
the House was divided: Ayes 211, Noes 271.














III.
 
phrases





the ayes have it






the affirmative votes are in the majority.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from 
I

 , first person personal pronoun, expressing assent.






aye2


 
/ā/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
(Scottish)

 always or still.








II.
 
phrases





for aye








‹archaic›

 
(Scottish)

 forever




•
 
I shall treasure the memory for aye.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
ei

 , 
ey

 ; related to Latin 
aevum

 ‘age’ and Greek 
aie(i

 ) ‘ever,’ 
aiōn;

 ‘aeon.’





aye-aye

 
/ˈīī/





I.
 
noun




a rare nocturnal Madagascan primate allied to the lemurs. It has rodentlike incisor teeth and an elongated twiglike finger on each hand with which it pries insects from bark.

[
Daubentonia madagascariensis

 , the only member of the family 
Daubentoniidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Malagasy 
aiay

 .





Ayer, Sir A. J.

 
/e(ə)r/






(1910–89), English philosopher; full name 
Alfred Jules Ayer

 . He was an important proponent of logical positivism. Notable works: 
Language, Truth, and Logic

 (1936) and 
The Problem of Knowledge

 (1956).










Ayers Rock

 
/ˌerz ˈräk/






a red rock mass in Northern Territory, Australia, southwest of Alice Springs. The largest monolith in the world, it is 1,143 feet (348 m) high and about 6 miles (9 km) in circumference.

Aboriginal name Uluru
 .









Ayesha

 
/īˈēSHə/






the wife of Muhammad.









Aymara

 
/ˌīməˈrä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a South American Indian people inhabiting the high plateau region of Bolivia and Peru near Lake Titicaca.




2.
 
the language of the Aymara, related to Quechua.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Aymara or their language.











– origin

 Spanish.





Ayrshire

 
/ˈe(ə)rSHər, -ˌSHi(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a mainly white breed of dairy cattle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Ayrshire

 , a former Scottish county where the cattle were bred.





AYT






abbreviation






‹informal›

 are you there?














Ayub Khan, Muhammad

 
/äˈyo͞ob ˈkän, ˈKHän/






(1907–74), Pakistani soldier and statesman; president 1958–69.









Ayurveda

 
/ˌäyərˈvādə/





I.
 
noun




the traditional Hindu system of medicine, which is based on the idea of balance in bodily systems and uses diet, herbal treatment, and yogic breathing.








II.
 
derivatives





Ayurvedic

 
/ˌäyərˈvādik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
āyus

 ‘life’ + 
veda

 ‘science.’





AZ






abbreviation




Arizona (in official postal use).













Azad Kashmir

 
/ˈäzäd käSHˈmi(ə)r, kaSH-/





I.
 
an autonomous state in northeastern Pakistan, formerly part of Kashmir; administrative center, Muzzafarabad. It was established in 1949 after Kashmir was split as a result of the partition of India.







– origin

 from Urdu, literally ‘Free Kashmir.’





azalea

 
/əˈzālyə/





I.
 
noun




a deciduous flowering shrub of the heath family with clusters of brightly colored, sometimes fragrant flowers. Technically classified as rhododendrons, azaleas are characteristically smaller than most other rhododendrons.

[Genus 
Rhododendron

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : many cultivars.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, feminine of 
azaleos

 ‘dry,’ because the shrub flourishes in dry soil.






azan

 
/äˈzän /

 
adhan





I.
 
noun




the Muslim call to ritual prayer, typically made by a muezzin from the minaret of a mosque.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic 
῾aḏān

 ‘announcement.’ Compare with muezzin
 .





azarole

 
/ˈazəˌrōl/






noun




a small tree related to the hawthorn, cultivated in southern Europe for its small yellow or reddish fruit.

[
Crataegus azarolus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













azeotrope

 
/āˈzēəˌtrōp/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a mixture of two liquids that has a constant boiling point and composition throughout distillation.








II.
 
derivatives





azeotropic

 
/ˌāˌzēəˈträpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from a-
 1
 ‘without’ + Greek 
zein

 ‘to boil’ + 
tropos

 ‘turning.’





Azerbaijan

 
/ˌazərˌbīˈjän ˌäzərˌbīˈjän/





I.
 
a country in southwestern Asia, in the Caucasus, on the western shore of the Caspian Sea; pop. 8,238,700 (est. 2009); capital, Baku; languages, Azerbaijani (official), Russian.





Historically, the name Azerbaijan refers to a larger region that formed part of Persia. The northern part of this was ceded to Russia in the early 19th century; the southern part remained a region in northwestern Iran. Russian Azerbaijan was absorbed into the Soviet Union in 1922 and gained independence on the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. Azerbaijan contains the predominantly Armenian region of Nagorno-Karabakh, over which open conflict with Armenia broke out in 1988. The Azeri autonomous republic of Naxçivan forms an enclave within the Republic of Armenia and similarly continues to be the subject of armed conflict.





Azerbaijani

 
/ˌazərbīˈjänē ˌäzərbīˈjänē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Azerbaijan or a person of Azerbaijani descent.




2.
 
the Turkic language of Azerbaijan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Azerbaijan, its people, or their language.













Azeri

 
/əˈzerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Turkic people forming the majority population of Azerbaijan, and also living in Armenia and northern Iran.




2.
 
the Azerbaijani language.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Azeris or their language.











– origin

 from Turkish 
azerî

 .





azide

 
/ˈāzīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound containing the anion N3
 −
 or the group —N3
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from azo-
 + -ide
 .






azidothymidine

 
/ˌazidōˈTHīməˌdēn, əˌzīdōˈTHīməˌdēn/






noun




former name for the drug zidovudine
 .













Azikiwe, Nnamdi

 
/ˌäziˈkēwā/






(1904–96), Nigerian statesman; full name 
Benjamin Nnamdi Azikiwe

 the first governor general of independent Nigeria 1960–63 and its first president 1963–66.










azimuth

 
/ˈazəməTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the direction of a celestial object from the observer, expressed as the angular distance from the north or south point of the horizon to the point at which a vertical circle passing through the object intersects the horizon.




2.
 
the horizontal angle or direction of a compass bearing.








II.
 
derivatives





azimuthal

 
/ˌazəˈməTH(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the arc of a celestial circle from the zenith to the horizon): from Old French 
azimut

 , from Arabic 
as-samt

 , from 
al

 ‘the’ + 
samt

 ‘way, direction.’





azimuthal projection

 
/ˌazəˈməTHəl prəˈjekSHən/






noun




a map projection in which a region of the earth is projected onto a plane tangential to the surface, typically at a pole or the equator.














azine

 
/ˈazēn ˈāˌzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a cyclic organic compound having a ring including one or (typically) more nitrogen atoms.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from azo-
 + -ine
 4
 .






azo-





I.
 
prefix






[Chemistry]

 containing two adjacent nitrogen atoms between carbon atoms




•
 
azobenzene.

















– origin

 from obsolete 
azote

 ‘nitrogen,’ from French, from Greek 
azōos

 ‘without life.’





azobenzene

 
/ˌāzōˈbenzēn, ˌazōˈbenzēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline organic compound used chiefly in dye manufacture.

[Chem. formula: (C6
 H5
 )N=N(C6
 H5
 ).]













azo dye

 
/ˈazō, ˈāzō/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a large class of synthetic dyes whose molecules contain two adjacent nitrogen atoms between carbon atoms.














azoic

 
/āˈzōik əˈzoik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no trace of life or organic remains.




2.
 
(
Azoic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 another term for Archean
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
azōos

 ‘without life’ + -ic
 .





azonal

 
/ˌāˈzōn(ə)l/






adjective




(especially of soils) having no zonal organization or structure.













azoospermia

 
/ˌāzōəˈspərmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 absence of motile (and hence viable) sperm in the semen.








II.
 
derivatives





azoospermic

 
/-ˈspərmik /






adjective





















Azores

 
/ˈāˌzôrz/






a group of volcanic islands in the Atlantic Ocean, west of Portugal, a possession of Portugal but partially autonomous; pop. 244,780 (2007); capital, Ponta Delgada.










Azores High






noun






[Meteorology]

 a semipermanent area of high pressure located over the Azores in winter and early spring.

Compare with Bermuda High
 .














azoturia

 
/ˌazəˈt(y)o͝orēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 abnormal excess of nitrogen compounds in the urine.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Veterinary Medicine]

 a condition of horses that causes stiffness and pain in the muscles of the hindquarters and back, and the production of dark-colored urine containing myoglobin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from obsolete 
azote

 ‘nitrogen’ + -uria
 .





Azov, Sea of

 
/ˈazˌôf, ˈāˌzôf/






an inland sea in southern Russia and Ukraine, separated from the Black Sea by the Crimea and linked to it by a narrow strait.









Azrael

 
/ˌazrēˈel/






(in Jewish and Islamic mythology) in the angel who severs the soul from the body at death.









AZT






abbreviation

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 azidothymidine.













Aztec

 
/ˈaztek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the American Indian people dominant in Mexico before the Spanish conquest of the 16th century.




2.
 
the extinct language of the Aztecs, a Uto-Aztecan language from which modern Nahuatl is descended.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Aztecs or their language.











– origin

 from French 
Aztèque

 or Spanish 
Azteca

 , from Nahuatl 
aztecatl

 ‘person of Aztlan,’ their legendary place of origin.





azulejo

 
/ˌaZHəˈlāˌhō, ˌazyə-/





I.
 
noun




a kind of glazed colored tile traditionally used in Spanish and Portuguese buildings.











– origin

 from Spanish, from 
azul

 ‘blue.’






azure

 
/ˈaZHər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bright blue in color, like a cloudless sky




•
 
white beaches surrounded by azure seas.










2.
 


[Heraldry]

 blue


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
a saltire azure.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a bright blue color.




2.
 


‹literary›

 the clear sky.




3.
 
a small butterfly that is typically blue or purplish, with color differences between the sexes.

[
Celastrina

 and other genera, family 
Lycaenidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a blue dye): from Old French 
asur

 , 
azur

 , from medieval Latin 
azzurum

 , 
azolum

 , from Arabic 
al

 ‘the’ + 
lāzaward

 (from Persian 
lāžward

 ‘lapis lazuli’).





azurite

 
/ˈaZHəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a blue mineral consisting of copper hydroxyl carbonate. It occurs as blue prisms or crystal masses, often with malachite.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from azure
 + -ite
 1
 .





Azusa

 
/əˈzo͞osə/






a city in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 46,847 (est. 2008).









azygos vein

 
/ˈazəɡəs ˌvān/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a large vein on the right side at the back of the thorax, draining into the superior vena cava.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: 
azygos

 from Greek 
azugos

 , from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
zugon

 ‘yoke,’ the vein not being one of a pair.





azygous

 
/āˈzīɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 (of an organic structure) single; not existing in pairs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
azugos

 ‘unyoked’ (from 
a-

 ‘without’ + 
zugon

 ‘yoke’) + -ous
 .





az-Zarqa

 
/ä(z)ˈzärkə/






variant form of Zarqa
 .









b






abbreviation



1.
 


[Physics]

 barn(s).




2.
 
(
b.

 )
 — born (used to indicate a date of birth)




•
 
George Lloyd (b. 1913).










3.
 
billion.




4.
 
bass.




5.
 
basso.













B1


 
/bē /

 
b





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the second letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
the second highest class of academic mark.




3.
 
denoting the second-highest-earning socioeconomic category for marketing purposes, including intermediate management and professional personnel.




4.
 
(
b

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the second file from the left, as viewed from White's side of the board.




5.
 
(usu. 
b

 )
 — the second constant to appear in an algebraic equation.




6.
 


[Geology]

 denoting a soil horizon of intermediate depth, typically the subsoil.




7.
 
the human blood type (in the ABO system) containing the B antigen and lacking the A.




8.
 
(usu. 
B

 )
 — 

[Music]

 the seventh note of the diatonic scale of C major.




9.
 
a key based on a scale with B as its keynote.








II.
 
phrases





plan B






an alternative strategy




•
 
it's time I put plan B into action.























B2


 
/bē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(used in recording moves in chess) bishop




•
 
Be5.










2.
 
black (used in describing grades of pencil lead)




•
 
2HB pencils.










3.
 
(in personal ads) Black.




4.
 
bomber (in designations of US aircraft types)




•
 
a B52.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 
the chemical element boron.




2.
 


[Physics]

 magnetic flux density.













Ba






symbol




the chemical element barium.













BA

 
/ˌbē ˈā/






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Arts




•
 
David Brown, BA.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 batting average.




3.
 
Buenos Aires.













baa

 
/bä/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sheep or lamb) bleat.








II.
 
noun




the cry of a sheep or lamb.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative.





Baade, Walter

 
/ˈbädə/






(1893–1960), US astronomer, born in Germany; full name 
Wilhelm Heinrich Walter Baade

 . He proved that the Andromeda galaxy was much farther away than had been thought, which implied that the universe was much older and more extensive than had been supposed. He also contributed to the understanding of the life cycles of stars.










Baader–Meinhof Group

 
/ˌbädərˈmīnhäf ˌɡro͞op/





I.
 
an extreme left-wing terrorist organization operating in the former West Germany between 1970 and 1998.

Also called Red Army Faction
 .







– origin

 from the names of 
Andreas Baader

 (1943–77) and 
Ulrike Meinhof

 (1934–76), two of the organization's founders.






Baal

 
/ˈbā(ə)l /

 
Bel





I.
 
a fertility god whose cult was widespread in ancient Phoenician and Canaanite lands.







– origin

 from Hebrew 
ba῾al

 ‘lord.’






Baalbek

 
/ˈbälˌbek, ˈbāəl-/






a town in eastern Lebanon, site of the ancient city of Heliopolis.









Baathist

 
/ˈbäTHəst /

 
Ba'athist





I.
 
noun




a member or follower of the Baath Party, a pan-Arab political party




•
 
high-ranking Baathists.














II.
 
adjective




relating to the Baath Party




•
 
a Baathist stronghold.














III.
 
derivatives





Baathism






noun





















Baath Party

 
/ˈbäTH ˌpärdē /

 
Ba'ath Party





I.
 
a pan-Arab political party founded in Syria in 1943. Different factions of the Baath Party hold power in Syria and formerly held power in Iraq.







– origin

 
Baath

 , from Arabic 
ba῾ṯ

 ‘resurrection, renaissance.’






baba1


 
/ˈbäˌbä /

 
baba au rhum





I.
 
noun




a small rich sponge cake, typically soaked in rum-flavored syrup.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French from Polish, literally ‘married peasant woman.’





baba2


 
/ˈbäˌbä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 
‹informal›

 father (often as a proper name or as a familiar form of address).




2.
 


(Indian)

 
‹informal›

 a respectful form of address for an older man




•
 
“Sit down, baba, you like tea?”










3.
 
(often 
Baba

 )
 — 

(Indian)

 
‹informal›

 a holy man (often as a proper name or form of address).




4.
 


(Indian)

 
‹informal›

 a child, especially a male one (often in names or as an affectionate form of address).











– origin

 from Hindi 
bābā

 .





baba ghanouj

 
/ˌbäbə ɡəˈno͝oSH /

 
baba ganoush





I.
 
noun




a thick sauce or spread made from ground eggplant and sesame seeds, olive oil, lemon, and garlic, typical of eastern Mediterranean cuisine.











– origin

 from Egyptian Arabic, from Arabic 
bābā

 , literally ‘father’ + 
gannuug

 , perhaps a personal name.





babassu

 
/ˌbäbəˈso͞o /

 
babaçu





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian palm that yields an edible oil sometimes used in cosmetics.

[Genus 
Orbignya

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 1920s: from Brazilian Portuguese 
babaçu

 , from Tupi 
ybá

 ‘fruit’ + 
guasu

 ‘large.’





Babbage, Charles

 
/ˈbabij/






(1791–1871), English mathematician, inventor, and pioneer of machine computing. With Ada Lovelace, he designed a mechanical computer that would perform calculations and print the results, but he was unable to complete it during his lifetime.









Babbitt

 
/ˈbabət/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a materialistic, complacent, and conformist businessman.








II.
 
derivatives





Babbittry

 
/-trē /






noun



















– origin

 1922: from the name George 
Babbitt

 , the protagonist of the novel 
Babbitt

 by Sinclair Lewis.





Babbitt, Bruce

 
/ˈbabit/






(1938–), US Democratic politician and lawyer; full name 
Bruce Edward Babbitt

 . A noted environmentalist, he served as governor of Arizona 1978–87 and US secretary of the interior 1993–2001.









Babbitt, Milton






(1916–2011), US composer and mathematician, noted as a pioneer of electronic music; full name 
Milton Byron Babbitt

 . His compositions developed from the twelve-note system of Arnold Schoenberg and Anton von Webern.









babble

 
/ˈbabəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk rapidly and continuously in a foolish, excited, or incomprehensible way




•
 
he would 
babble on

 in his gringo Spanish.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — utter something rapidly and incoherently


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
I gasped and stared and babbled, “Look at this!”




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he began to babble an apology.










3.
 
reveal something secret or confidential by talking impulsively or carelessly




•
 
he babbled to another convict while he was in jail




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
my father 
babbled out

 the truth.










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
babbling

 )
 — (of a stream) make the continuous murmuring sound of water flowing over stones




•
 
a gently babbling brook.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the sound of people talking quickly and in a way that is difficult or impossible to understand




•
 
a babble of protest.










2.
 
foolish, excited, or confused talk




•
 
her soft voice stopped his babble.










3.
 
the continuous murmuring sound of water flowing over stones in a stream




•
 
the babble of a brook.










4.
 
background disturbance caused by interference from conversations on other telephone lines.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
babbelen

 , or an independent English formation, as a frequentative based on the repeated syllable 
ba

 , typical of a child's early speech.





-babble






combining form




forming nouns denoting confusing or pretentious jargon characteristic of a specified field or group




•
 
psychobabble




•
 
technobabble.



















babbler

 
/ˈbab(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person who babbles.




2.
 
a thrushlike Old World songbird with a long tail, short rounded wings, and typically a loud discordant or musical voice.

[Family 
Timaliidae

 (the 
babbler family

 ): numerous genera.]














babe

 
/bāb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a baby.




2.
 
(also 
babes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an affectionate form of address, typically for someone with whom one has a sexual or romantic relationship




•
 
I'm the golden boy, babe




•
 
hey babes, I know it is unscrupulous and underhand, but don't blame me!










3.
 
a sexually attractive young woman or girl




•
 
he's been pumping up his pecs to impress the babes.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
babe in arms






a baby that is too young to walk.









2.
 
babe in the woods






an innocent or naive person, especially one in an unfamiliar or dangerous environment




•
 
she was no babe in the woods and knew exactly what she was doing.




•
 
he knows how to handle himself in NY, unlike we mere babes in the wood who live here in Seattle.





















– origin

 late Middle English: probably imitative of an infant's first attempts at speech. Compare with baby
 .






babel

 
/ˈbāb(ə)l ˈbab(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a confused noise, typically that made by a number of voices




•
 
the babel of voices on the road.










2.
 
a scene of noisy confusion.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from 
Babel

 (see Tower of Babel
 ), where, according to the biblical story in Gen. 11:4–9, God made the builders all speak different languages.





Babel, Tower of






see Tower of Babel
 .









babelicious

 
/ˌbābəˈliSHəs, ˌbab-/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a woman) sexually very attractive.











– origin

 1992: coined in the film 
Wayne's World

 .





babe magnet






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a man who is very attractive to women




•
 
when it comes to women, he's a veritable babe magnet.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing perceived as contributing to a man's attractiveness




•
 
someone told my wife that Ferraris were real babe magnets.




















babesiosis

 
/bəˌbēzēˈōsəs /

 
babesiasis





I.
 
noun




a disease of cattle and other livestock, transmitted by the bite of ticks. It affects the red blood cells and causes the passing of red or blackish urine.

Also called piroplasmosis
 . [This is caused by protozoans of the genus 
Babesia

 , phylum 
Sporozoa

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Babesia

 , from the name Victor 
Babès

 (1854–1926), Romanian bacteriologist.





Babi

 
/ˈbäbē/






noun




an adherent of Babism.













babiche

 
/bəˌbēSH/





I.
 
noun




rawhide, typically formed into strips, as used by North American Indians for making fastenings, animal snares, snowshoes, etc.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Canadian French, from Micmac 
a:papi:č

 .





Babinski reflex

 
/bəˈbinskē ˌrēfleks/





I.
 
noun




a reflex action in which the big toe remains extended or extends itself when the sole of the foot is stimulated, abnormal except in young infants.











– origin

 named for Joseph François Felix 
Babinski

 (1857–1932), French neurologist.





babirusa

 
/ˌbäbəˈro͞osə, ˌbab-/





I.
 
noun




a forest-dwelling wild pig with several upturned hornlike tusks, native to Malaysia.

[
Babyrousa babyrussa

 , family 
Suidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Malay, from 
babi

 ‘hog’ + 
rusa

 ‘deer.’





Babism

 
/ˈbäbizəm/





I.
 
noun




a religion founded in 1844 by the Persian 
Mirza Ali Muhammad

 of Shiraz (1819–50) (popularly known as “the Bab”), who taught that a new prophet would follow Muhammad.

See also Baha'i
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Persian from Arabic 
bāb

 ‘intermediary,’ literally ‘gate’ (taken as a name by the founder) + -ism
 .





babka

 
/ˈbäbkə/





I.
 
noun




a loaf-shaped coffee cake made with sweet yeast dough to which raisins, chocolate, or nuts may be added.











– origin

 Polish, diminutive of 
baba

 (see baba
 1
 ).





baboon

 
/baˈbo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large Old World ground-dwelling monkey with a long doglike snout, large teeth, and naked callosities on the buttocks. Baboons are social animals and live in troops.

[Genera 
Papio

 and 
Mandrillus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species, including the drill and mandrill.]




2.
 
an ugly or uncouth person.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a grotesque figure used in architecture): from Old French 
babuin

 or medieval Latin 
babewynus

 , perhaps from Old French 
baboue

 ‘muzzle, grimace.’





Baboquivari Mountains

 
/ˌbäbōkəˌvärē ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in southern Arizona that rises to 7,734 feet (2,357 m) at Baboquivari Peak.









babouche

 
/bəˈbo͞oSH/





I.
 
noun




a heelless slipper, typically in oriental style.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Arabic 
bābūj

 , Persian 
pāpūš

 , literally ‘foot covering.’





Babruisk

 
/bäˈbro͞oisk /

 
Babruysk
 , Bobruisk
 , Bobruysk






a river port in central Belarus, on the Berezina River, southeast of Minsk; pop. 219,000 (est. 2009).









babu

 
/ˈbäbo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a respectful title or form of address for a man, especially an educated one




•
 
I could see Kana-babu's shop.










2.
 


(Indian)

 an office worker; a clerk.











– origin

 from Hindi 
bābū

 , literally ‘father.’





babul

 
/bəˈbo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a tropical acacia introduced from Africa, used as a source of fuel, gum arabic, and (formerly) tannin.

[
Acacia nilotica

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
babūl

 .





Babur

 
/ˈbäbo͝or/






(1483–1530), first Mogul emperor of India 
c.

 1525–30; descendant of Tamerlane; born 
Zahir ad-Din Muhammad

 . He invaded India 
c.

 1525 and conquered the territory that extended from the Oxus to Patna.









babushka

 
/bəˈbo͝oSHkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Poland and Russia) an old woman or grandmother.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a headscarf tied under the chin, typical of those worn by Polish and Russian women.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Polish, Russian, ‘grandmother.’





Babuyan Islands

 
/ˌbäbo͝oˌyän ˈīləndz/






a group of 24 volcanic islands lying to the north of the island of Luzon in the northern Philippines.










baby

 
/ˈbābē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very young child, especially one newly or recently born




•
 
his wife's just had a baby




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a baby girl.










2.
 
a young or newly born animal.




3.
 
the youngest member of a family or group




•
 
Clara was the baby of the family.










4.
 
a timid or childish person




•
 
“Don't be such a baby!” she said witheringly.










5.
 
(
one's baby

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 one's particular responsibility, achievement, or concern




•
 
“This is your baby, Gerry,” she said, handing him the brief.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a young woman or a person with whom one is having a romantic relationship (often as a form of address)




•
 
my baby left me for another guy




•
 
baby, don't cry!










7.
 
a thing regarded with affection or familiarity




•
 
this baby can reach speeds of 140 mph.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
comparatively small or immature of its kind




•
 
a baby grand piano.










2.
 
(of vegetables) picked before reaching their usual size




•
 
baby carrots.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (someone) as a baby; pamper or be overprotective toward




•
 
her aunt babied her and fussed over her clothes.














IV.
 
phrases





throw the baby out with the bathwater






discard something valuable along with other things that are inessential or undesirable.












V.
 
derivatives





babyhood

 
/ˈbābēˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably imitative of an infant's first attempts at speech.





Baby Bell






noun






‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 a nickname for any of the telephone companies created in 1984 from the breakup of the telecommunications company AT&T, which was nicknamed “Ma Bell.”













baby blue

 
/ˈˌbābē ˈblo͞o/






noun



1.
 
a pale shade of blue.




2.
 
(
baby blues

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 blue eyes.




3.
 
(
baby blues

 )
 — depression affecting a woman after giving birth; postnatal depression.













baby-blue-eyes






noun




a plant of western North America with blue bowl-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Nemophila

 , family 
Hydrophyllaceae

 : several species, in particular 
N. menziesii

 of California and southern Oregon.]














baby boom

 
/ˈbābē ˌbo͞om/






noun






‹informal›

 a temporary marked increase in the birth rate, especially the one following World War II




•
 
the number of college graduates mushroomed in the early- to mid-1970s, thanks to 
the baby boom






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the baby boom generation.




















baby boomer






noun






‹informal›

 a person born in the years following World War II, when there was a temporary marked increase in the birth rate




•
 
America's health care costs are expected to soar as baby boomers become senior citizens




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
these are the children of baby boomer parents.




















baby buggy

 
/ˈbābē ˈbəɡē/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 a baby carriage.













baby bump






noun






‹informal›

 the protrusion of a pregnant woman's abdomen, especially when it first becomes noticeable to other people.













baby bust





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a temporary marked decrease in the birth rate.








II.
 
derivatives





baby buster






noun





















baby carriage

 
/ˈbābē ˈkerij/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a four-wheeled carriage for a baby, typically with a retractable hood, pushed by a person on foot.













babycino

 
/ˌbābēˈCHēnō /

 
babyccino





I.
 
noun




a drink of hot milk that has been frothed up with pressurized steam, intended for children.




•
 
naturally, all the kids enjoyed their babycinos.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of baby
 and cappuccino
 .





baby corn






noun




individual cobs of corn that have been harvested when very small and immature, eaten as a vegetable.













baby daddy






noun






‹informal›

 the father of one or more of a woman's children, especially one who is not her husband or current partner




•
 
she doesn't feel the pressure to wed her baby daddy.



















Baby Doc






see Duvalier
 .









baby-doll






adjective




denoting a style of women's clothing or sleepwear resembling that traditionally worn by a doll or young child, especially short, high-waisted, short-sleeved dresses.













baby face






noun




a smooth round face like a baby's.













baby-faced

 
/ˈbābē ˌfāst/






adjective




having a youthful or innocent face




•
 
baby-faced tough guys.



















baby fat






noun



1.
 
fat on the body of a baby or child that disappears as it grows up.




2.
 
the extra body fat that a woman may develop during pregnancy.














babyfather

 
/ˈbābēˌfäT͟Hər/






noun




the father of one or more of a woman's children, who is not her husband or current partner




•
 
she is finding it hard to deal with her separation from her babyfather.



















baby grand

 
/ˌbābē ˈɡrand/






noun




the smallest size of grand piano, about 4.5 feet (1.5 m) long.













babyish

 
/ˈbābēiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 (of appearance or behavior) characteristic of a baby




•
 
he pursed his mouth into a babyish pout.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 (of clothes or toys) suitable for a baby




•
 
he declared that dolls were silly, babyish things.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
babyishly






adverb













2.
 
babyishness






noun






















Babylon1


 
/ˈbabəlän/





I.
 
an ancient city in Mesopotamia, the capital of Babylonia in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 . The city was on the banks of the Euphrates River and was noted for its luxury, its fortifications, and, particularly, for the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.




II.
 
a town on the southern shore of Long Island in New York that includes the villages of Babylon and Amityville; pop. 219,761 (est. 2008).







– origin

 Greek 
Babulōn

 (from Hebrew 
bāḇel

 ), also the name of the mystical city of the Apocalypse. Compare with babel
 .





Babylon2


 
/ˈbabəlän/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly among Rastafarians) a contemptuous or dismissive term for aspects of a society seen as degenerate or oppressive, especially the police




•
 
praise them for bringing a new rectitude to Babylon.

















– origin

 1940s: by association with Babylon
 1
 .





Babylonia

 
/ˌbabəˈlōnēə/






an ancient region of Mesopotamia, formed when the kingdoms of Akkad in the north and Sumer in the south combined in the first half of the 2nd millennium 
BC

 .









Babylonian

 
/ˌbabəˈlōnēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of Babylon or Babylonia.




2.
 
the dialect of Akkadian spoken in ancient Babylon.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Babylon or Babylonia.














Babylonian Captivity






the captivity of the Israelites in Babylon, lasting from their deportation by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 
BC

 until their release by Cyrus the Great in 539 
BC

 .









baby mama

 
baby mamma
 , 

‹N. Amer.›

 baby momma






noun






‹informal›

 the mother of one or more of a man’s children, especially one who is not his wife or current partner




•
 
he and his baby mama have been broken up for years.



















babymoon

 
/ˈbābēˌmo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a relaxing or romantic vacation taken by parents-to-be before their baby is born




•
 
on the eve of my third trimester, we boarded a plane for a week-long babymoon among the quiet canals of Amsterdam.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a period of time following the birth of a baby during which the new parents can focus on establishing a bond with their child




•
 
a babymoon is regarded as a crucial time for a family to establish itself.

















– origin

 1970s: blend of baby
 and honeymoon
 .





babymother

 
/ˈbābēˌməT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




the mother of one or more of a man’s children, who is not his wife or current partner




•
 
I knew his babymother, Miss Richards, as we went to school and grew up together.

















– origin

 1960s: from baby
 + mother
 , after babyfather
 ; originally in Caribbean English.





baby oil






noun




a mineral oil used to soften the skin.













baby pink






noun




a pale shade of pink




•
 
turquoise and baby pink are the new black this season




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a baby pink turtleneck sweater.



















baby's breath






noun




a herbaceous plant of delicate appearance that bears tiny scented pink or white flowers.

[
Gypsophila paniculata

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]













babysit

 
/ˈbābēˌsit/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look after a child or children while the parents are out




•
 
I babysit for my neighbor sometimes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was babysitting Sophie




•
 (as 
noun

 
babysitting

 )
 
part-time jobs such as babysitting.



















babysitter

 
/ˈbābēˌsidər/





I.
 
noun




a person who looks after a child or children while the parents are out




•
 
he couldn't find a babysitter




•
 
Natalie had worked for her as a babysitter.














II.
 
derivatives





babysitting

 
/ˈbābēsidiNG /






noun





















baby step






noun




a tentative act or measure that is the first stage in a long or challenging process




•
 
the country is just taking its first baby steps toward the future.



















baby talk

 
/ˈbābē tôk/






noun




childish talk used by or to young children.













baby tooth

 
/ˈbābē to͞oTH/






noun




another term for milk tooth
 .













babywearing

 
/ˈbābēˌweriNG/






noun




the action or practice of carrying a baby close against one's body in a sling or similar carrier




•
 
babywearing remains the norm in many developing countries




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the two moms bonded through their local babywearing group.



















baby weight






noun






‹informal›

 the extra weight gained by a woman during the course of pregnancy, in particular that which remains after she has given birth




•
 
she thinks stars who lose their baby weight too quickly are setting an impossible standard for normal mothers.




















bacalao

 
/ˌbäkəˈlou/





I.
 
noun




codfish, often dried or salted, as used in Spanish and Latin American cooking.











– origin

 Spanish.





Bacall, Lauren

 
/bəˈkôl/






(1924–2014), US actress; born 
Betty Joan Perske

 . Her movies with husband Humphrey Bogart include 
The Big Sleep

 (1946) and 
Key Largo

 (1948). She received Tonys for her lead roles in the stage musicals 
Applause

 (1970) and 
Woman of the Year

 (1981).









Bacardi

 
/bəˈkärdē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a West Indian rum produced originally in Cuba.











– origin

 named after the Companía Ron 
Bacardi

 of Cuba (now 
Bacardi

 & Co. Ltd., Nassau).





baccala

 
/ˌbakəˈlä, ˈbakəˌlä/






noun




Italian term for bacalao
 .













baccalaureate

 
/ˌbakəˈlôrēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a college bachelor's degree.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 an examination intended to qualify successful candidates for higher education.




3.
 


(US)

 a religious service held at some educational institutions before commencement, containing a farewell sermon to the graduating class.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 1): from French 
baccalauréat

 or medieval Latin 
baccalaureatus

 , from 
baccalaureus

 ‘bachelor.’ The earlier form 
baccalarius

 was altered by wordplay to conform with 
bacca lauri

 ‘laurel berry,’ because of the laurels awarded to scholars. 
Sense

 2 dates from 1970.





baccarat

 
/ˈbäkərä ˌbakəˈrä/





I.
 
noun




a gambling card game in which players hold two- or three-card hands, the winning hand being that giving the highest remainder when its face value is divided by ten.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
baccara

 , of unknown origin.





baccate

 
/ˈbakāt/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 bearing berries; berried.




2.
 


[Botany]

 of the nature of a berry; berrylike.













Bacchae

 
/ˈbakē, ˈbäkē/






the priestesses or female devotees of the Greek god Bacchus.










bacchanal

 
/ˈbäkənäl ˈbakənäl ˈbakənl /

 

‹chiefly literary›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an occasion of wild and drunken revelry.




2.
 
a drunken reveler.




3.
 
a priest, worshiper, or follower of Bacchus.








II.
 
adjective




another term for bacchanalian
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
bacchanalis

 , from the name of the god Bacchus
 .





Bacchanalia

 
/ˌbakəˈnālyə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the Roman festival of Bacchus.




2.
 
(
bacchanalia

 )
 — drunken revelry.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
bacchanalia

 , neuter plural of the adjective 
bacchanalis

 (see bacchanal
 ).






bacchanalian

 
/ˌbäkəˈnālēən ˌbakəˈnālēən/






adjective




characterized by or given to drunken revelry; riotously drunken




•
 
a bacchanalian orgy.



















bacchant

 
/bəˈkänt, -ˈkant/





I.
 
noun




a priest, priestess, or follower of Bacchus.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bacchante

 , from Latin 
bacchari

 ‘celebrate the feast of Bacchus.’





Bacchic

 
/ˈbäkik ˈbakik/






adjective



1.
 
relating to Bacchus or the worship of Bacchus




•
 
I adopted its religion and celebrated the Bacchic rites.










2.
 
drunken and debauched




•
 
in the evening, this bar becomes positively Bacchic.




















Bacchus

 
/ˈbäkəs ˈbakəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
another name for Dionysus
 .







– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
Bakkhos

 .





baccy

 
/ˈbakē/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 informal term for tobacco
 .













Bach, Johann Sebastian

 
/bäKH, bäk/






(1685–1750), German composer. An exceptional and prolific baroque composer, his compositions range from violin concertos, suites, and the six 
Brandenburg Concertos

 (1720–21) to clavier works and sacred cantatas. Large-scale choral works include 
The Passion according to St. John

 (1723), 
The Passion according to St. Matthew

 (1729), and the 
Mass in B minor

 (1733–38). Three of his sons were also well-known composers: 
J. C. Bach

 (1735–82), known as 
the London Bach

 , full name 
Johann Christian Bach

 ; 
J. C. F. Bach

 (1732–95), known as 
the Bückeburg Bach

 , full name 
Johann Christoph Friedrich Bach

 ; and 
W. F. Bach

 (1710–84), known as 
the Halle Bach

 , full name 
Wilhelm Friedemann Bach

 .









Bacharach, Burt

 
/ˈbakəˌrak/






(1928–), US writer of popular songs. His songs, many of which were written with lyricist 
Hal David

 (1921–2012), include 
“Walk On By”

 (1961), 
“Alfie”

 (1966), and 
“Raindrops Keep Falling on my Head”

 (1969).









bachata

 
/bäˈCHätä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of romantic music originating in the Dominican Republic.




2.
 
a bachata song.











– origin

 Caribbean Spanish, literally ‘a party, good time.’





bachelor

 
/ˈbaCH(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who is not and has never been married




•
 
Mark is a 
confirmed bachelor






•
 
one of the country's most 
eligible bachelors

 .










2.
 


[Zoology]

 a male bird or mammal without a mate, especially one prevented from breeding by a dominant male.




3.
 
a person who holds an undergraduate degree from a university or college (only in titles or set expressions)




•
 
he graduated with a bachelor's degree in philosophy




•
 
a Bachelor of Arts.










4.
 


‹historical›

 a young knight serving under another's banner.

[said to be from French 
bas chevalier

 , literally ‘low knight’ (i.e., knight of a low order).]








II.
 
derivatives





bachelorhood

 
/ˈbaCH(ə)lərˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bacheler

 ; of uncertain origin.





bachelor apartment

 
/ˈbaCH(ə)lər əˈpärtmənt/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an apartment occupied by a bachelor.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an apartment consisting of a single large room serving as bedroom and living room, with a separate bathroom.













bachelorette

 
/ˌbaCH(ə)ləˈret/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a young unmarried woman.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small bachelor apartment




•
 
a bachelorette in a high-rise complex.



















bachelorette party

 
/ˌbaCHələˈret pärdē/






noun




a party given for a woman who is about to get married, typically one attended by women only.













bachelor girl

 
/ˈbaCH(ə)lər ɡərl/






noun




an independent, unmarried young woman.













bachelor party






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a party given for a man who is about to get married, typically attended by men only.













bachelor's buttons






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
any of a number of ornamental plants that bear small, buttonlike, double flowers, in particular the vivid blue cornflower 
Centaurea cyanus

 .













bacilliform

 
/bəˈsiləˌfôrm/






adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 rod-shaped.














bacillus

 
/bəˈsiləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disease-causing bacterium.




2.
 
a rod-shaped bacterium.








II.
 
derivatives





bacillary

 
/ˈbasəˌlerē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin, diminutive of Latin 
baculus

 ‘stick.’ / 
usage:

 All bacteria belonging to the genus 
Bacillus

 are called 
bacilli

 , but not all bacteria called 
bacilli

 belong to the genus 
Bacillus

 .





bacitracin

 
/ˌbasiˈtrāsin/






noun




an antibiotic typically used topically for skin and eye infections.

[The drug is obtained from the bacterium 
Bacillus subtilis

 .]














back

 
/bak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rear surface of the human body from the shoulders to the hips




•
 
he lay on his back




•
 
Forbes slapped me on the back




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
back pain.










2.
 
the upper surface of an animal's body that corresponds to a person's back.




3.
 
the spine of a person or animal.




4.
 
the part of a chair against which the sitter's back rests.




5.
 
the part of a garment that covers a person's back.




6.
 
a person's back regarded as carrying a load or bearing an imposition




•
 
they wanted the government 
off their backs

 .










7.
 
the side or part of something that is away from the spectator or from the direction in which it moves or faces; the rear




•
 
at the back of the hotel is a secluded garden




•
 
an empty spot in the back of the plane.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the position directly behind someone or something




•
 
she unbuttoned her dress from the back.










9.
 
the side or part of an object opposed to the one that is normally seen or used; the less active, visible, or important part of something




•
 
write on the back of a postcard




•
 
he wiped his mouth with the back of his hand.










10.
 
a player in a field game whose initial position is behind the front line




•
 
their backs showed some impressive running and passing.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward the rear; in the opposite direction from the one that one is facing or traveling




•
 
she moved back a pace




•
 
she walked away without looking back.










2.
 
expressing movement of the body into a reclining position




•
 
he leaned back in his chair




•
 
sit back and relax.










3.
 
at a distance away




•
 
I thought you were miles back




•
 
the officer pushed the crowd back.










4.
 
(
back of

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 behind




•
 
he knew that other people were back of him.










5.
 
expressing a return to an earlier or normal condition




•
 
she put the book back on the shelf




•
 
drive to Montreal and back




•
 
I went back to sleep




•
 
he was given his job back.










6.
 
fashionable again




•
 
sideburns are back.










7.
 
in or into the past




•
 
he made his fortune back in 1955.










8.
 
at a place previously left or mentioned




•
 
the folks back home are counting on him.










9.
 
in return




•
 
they wrote back to me.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give financial, material, or moral support to




•
 
he had a newspaper empire backing him




•
 
go up there and tell them—I'll back you up.










2.
 
bet money on (a person or animal) winning a race or contest




•
 
he backed the horse at 33–1.










3.
 
be in favor of




•
 
over 97 percent backed the changes.










4.
 
supplement in order to reinforce or strengthen




•
 
U.S. troops were 
backed up

 by forces from European countries.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover the back of (an object) in order to support, protect, or decorate it




•
 
a mirror backed with tortoiseshell.










6.
 
(especially in popular music) provide musical accompaniment to (a singer or musician)




•
 
brisk guitar work backed by drums, bass, fiddle, and accordion.










7.
 
put a song or piece of music on the less important side of (a recording)




•
 
the new single is backed with a track from the LP.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk or drive backward




•
 
she tried to back away




•
 
backing down the stairs




•
 


‹figurative›

 the administration 
backed away from

 the plan




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he backed the Mercedes into the yard.










9.
 
(of the wind) change direction counterclockwise around the points of the compass




•
 
the wind had backed to the northwest.







The opposite of veer
 1
 .




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 put (a sail) aback in order to slow the vessel down.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a property) have its back adjacent to (a piece of land or body of water)




•
 
a row of cottages 
backed on

 the water




•
 
his garage wall backs onto the neighboring property.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be backed

 )
 — lie behind or at the back of




•
 
the promenade is backed by lots of cafes.














IV.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or at the back of something




•
 
the back garden




•
 
the back pocket of his jeans.










2.
 
situated in a remote or subsidiary position




•
 
back roads.










3.
 
(especially of wages or something published or released) from or relating to the past




•
 
she was owed back pay.










4.
 
directed toward the rear or in a reversed course




•
 
back currents.










5.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) articulated at the back of the mouth.








V.
 
phrases




1.
 
at someone's back






in pursuit or support of someone.









2.
 
back and fill





a.
 
trim the sails of a vessel so that the wind alternately fills and spills out of them, in order to maneuver in a limited space.




b.
 
zigzag or vacillate.









3.
 
back and forth






to and fro.









4.
 
someone's back is turned






someone's attention is elsewhere




•
 
he kissed her quickly, when the landlady's back was turned.















5.
 
the back of (the) beyond






a remote or inaccessible place.









6.
 
the back of one's mind






used to express that something is in one's mind but is not consciously thought of or remembered




•
 
she had a little nagging worry at the back of her mind.















7.
 
back to front







/ˌbak tə ˈfrənt /

 — 

(Brit.)

 reversed; backward




•
 
the exhausts had been fitted back to front




•
 
a back-to-front baseball cap.















8.
 
back through the box






see box
 1
 .









9.
 
back water






reverse the action of the oars while rowing, causing a boat to slow down or stop.









10.
 
back the wrong horse






make a wrong or inappropriate choice.









11.
 
behind someone's back






without a person's knowledge and in an unfair or dishonorable way




•
 
Carla made fun of him behind his back.















12.
 
get (or put) someone's back up






make someone annoyed or angry.









13.
 
in back








(N. Amer.)

 at the back of something, especially a building




•
 
my dad demolished an old shed 
in back of

 his barn.















14.
 
know something like the back of one's hand






be entirely familiar with a place or route.









15.
 
on one's back





a.
 
in bed recovering from an injury or illness.




b.
 
full-length on the ground




•
 
he slipped off the heap and landed 
flat on his back

 .















16.
 
put one's back into






approach (a task) with vigor.









17.
 
turn one's back on





a.
 
ignore (someone) by turning away.




b.
 
reject or abandon




•
 
she turned her back on her career to devote her life to animals.















18.
 
with one's back to (or up against) the wall






in a desperate situation; hard-pressed.












VI.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
back down






withdraw a claim or assertion in the face of opposition




•
 
the contenders 
backed down from

 their original pledge.















2.
 
back off





a.
 
draw back from action or confrontation




•
 
they 
backed off from

 fundamental reform of the system.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another way of saying back down
 .









3.
 
back out






withdraw from a commitment




•
 
if he 
backs out of

 the deal they'll sue him.















4.
 
back up





a.
 
(of vehicles) form a line due to congestion




•
 
the traffic began to back up.










b.
 
(of running water) accumulate behind an obstruction.









5.
 
back something up

 

‹Computing›






a.
 
make a spare copy of data or a disk.




b.
 
(usu. 
be backed up

 )
 — cause vehicles to form into a queue due to congestion




•
 
the traffic was backed up a couple of miles in each direction.





















– origin

 Old English 
bæc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch and Old Norse 
bak

 . The adverb use dates from late Middle English and is a shortening of aback
 .





backache

 
/ˈbakˌāk/






noun




a prolonged pain in one's back.













back alley





I.
 
noun




a narrow passage behind or between buildings.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
secret or illegal, as might be found in a back alley




•
 
a back-alley drug deal.



















backbar

 
/ˈbakbär/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a structure behind a bar counter, with shelves for holding bottles and other supplies.













Back Bay






a historic residential and commercial district in western Boston, Massachusetts, on land along the Charles River that was reclaimed in the 19th century.









backbeat

 
/ˈbakbēt/






noun






[Music]

 a strong accent on one of the normally unaccented beats of the bar, used especially in jazz and popular music.













backbench

 
/ˈbakˌben(t)SH/






adjective




(in the UK) denoting or relating to a Member of Parliament who does not hold office in the government or opposition and who sits behind the front benches in the House of Commons




•
 
a revolt by backbench MPs.



















backbencher

 
/ˈbakˌben(t)SHər/






noun




(in the UK) a Member of Parliament who does not hold office in the government or opposition and who sits behind the front benches in the House of Commons.




•
 
he was cheered by Tory backbenchers.



















backbend

 
/ˈbakˌbend/






noun




a movement in gymnastics, dance, or yoga in which the body is arched backwards and downwards from an upright position until the hands touch the floor or arched upwards from a supine position, using the hands and feet for support




•
 
a lot of girls liked to practice gym skills—handstands, backbends, cartwheels, and so on.



















backbiting

 
/ˈbakˌbīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




malicious talk about someone who is not present.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
backbite

 
/ˈbakˌbīt /






verb













2.
 
backbiter

 
/ˈbakˌbīdər /






noun






















backboard

 
/ˈbakbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a board placed at or forming the back of something, such as a collage or piece of electronic equipment.




2.
 


[Basketball]

 an upright board behind the basket, off which the ball may rebound.




3.
 
a board used to support or straighten a person's back, especially after an accident.













backbone

 
/ˈbakˌbōn/






noun



1.
 
the series of vertebrae extending from the skull to the pelvis; the spine.




2.
 


(US)

 the spine of a book.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the main chain of a polymeric molecule.




4.
 
the chief support of a system or organization; the mainstay




•
 
these firms are the backbone of our industrial sector.










5.
 
strength of character; firmness




•
 
he has the backbone to see us through this difficulty.










6.
 


[Computing]

 
[Telecommunications]

 a high-speed, high-capacity digital connection which forms the axis of a local or wide area network.













back-breaking

 
/ˈbakˌbrākiNG /

 
backbreaking






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of manual labor) physically demanding




•
 
a day's back-breaking work.




















back burner

 
/ˈˌbak ˈbərnər/





I.
 
noun




a state of inaction or suspension; a position of relatively little importance




•
 
priorities that have been 
placed on the back burner

 year after year.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be back-burnered

 )


1.
 


(US)

 postpone consideration of or action on




•
 
a planned test of the new ale has been back-burnered.



















back button






noun






[Computing]

 (in a graphical user interface) an icon, typically displaying an arrow pointing to the left, that may be selected in order to to return to the previous page or screen




•
 
use the back button on your browser to return to this page.



















backcast

 
/ˈbakkast /

 

‹Fishing›






I.
 
noun




a backward swing of a fishing line preparatory to casting.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a backcast.













back catalog

 
back catalogue






noun




all the works previously produced by a recording artist or record company.













backchannel

 
/ˈbakˌCHanl /

 
back channel






noun



1.
 
a secondary or covert route for the passage of information




•
 
the agency offered a reliable backchannel to Washington




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
backchannel briefings.










2.
 


[Psychology]

 a sound or gesture made to give continuity to a conversation by a person who is listening to another.













backchat

 
/ˈbakˌCHat/






noun




another term for back talk
 .














backcountry

 
/ˈbakˌkəntrē/






noun

 — (
the backcountry

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 sparsely inhabited rural areas; wilderness




•
 
exploring the backcountry on horseback




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
backcountry skiing.



















backcourt

 
/ˈbakˌkôrt/






noun



1.
 
(in tennis, basketball, and similar games) the part of each side of the court nearest the back wall or back boundary line.




2.
 
the defensive players in a basketball team.













backcross

 
/ˈbakkrôs /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cross (a hybrid) with one of its parents or an organism with the same genetic characteristics as one of the parents


(as 
adj.

 
backcrossed

 )


•
 
after five generations the backcrossed dogs were indistinguishable from purebred dalmatians.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they backcrossed with red-flowered parents to reinforce the effect.














II.
 
noun




an instance or result of backcrossing.













backdate

 
/ˈbakˌdāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put an earlier date to (a document or agreement) than the actual one




•
 
they backdated the sale documents to evade a court order.



















back door

 
/ˈˌbak ˈdô(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the door or entrance at the back of a building.




2.
 
a feature or defect of a computer system that allows surreptitious unauthorized access to data.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an activity) clandestine; underhanded




•
 
backdoor private deals.



















backdown

 
/ˈbakdoun/






noun




an act of backing down.













backdraft

 
/ˈbakdraft /

 


‹Brit.›

 backdraught





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a current of air or water that flows backward down a chimney, pipe, etc.




2.
 
a phenomenon in which a fire that has consumed all available oxygen suddenly explodes when more oxygen is made available, typically because a door or window has been opened.








II.
 
derivatives





backdrafting






noun





















backdrop

 
/ˈbakˌdräp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painted cloth hung at the back of a theater stage as part of the scenery.




2.
 
the setting or background for a scene, event, or situation




•
 
the conference took place 
against a backdrop of

 increasing diplomatic activity.














II.
 
verb




provide a background or setting for




•
 
an ornate fountain, and at its center, backdropped with golden spray, a statue of a young girl.



















back end

 
/ˌbakˈend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the end of something that is farthest from the front or the working end




•
 
the back end of the car swung around.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the latter part of a period of time or process




•
 
the book takes us up to the back end of last year.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to the end or outcome of a project, process, or investment




•
 
many annuities have back-end surrender charges.










2.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a subordinate processor or program, not directly accessed by the user, which performs a specialized function on behalf of a main processor or software system




•
 
a back-end database server.



















backer

 
/ˈbakər/






noun



1.
 
a person, institution, or country that supports something, especially financially




•
 
$3.3 million was provided by the project's backers.










2.
 
a person who bets on a horse.














back-fanged

 
/ˈbakˌfäNGd/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a snake such as a boomslang) having the rear one or two pairs of teeth modified as fangs, with grooves to conduct the venom.

Compare with front-fanged
 .













back fat






noun




fat on the back of a meat-producing animal.













backfield

 
/ˈbakˌfēld/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 the area of play behind either the offensive or defensive line.




2.
 


[Football]

 the players positioned in the backfield.













backfill

 
/ˈbakfil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refill (an excavated hole) with the material dug out of it




•
 
they backfill the hole to street level.














II.
 
noun




material used for backfilling.













backfire

 
/ˈbakˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an engine) undergo a mistimed explosion in the cylinder or exhaust




•
 
a car backfired in the road.










2.
 
(of a plan or action) rebound adversely on the originator; have the opposite effect to what was intended




•
 
overzealous publicity 
backfired on

 her.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mistimed explosion in the cylinder or exhaust of a vehicle or engine.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a fire set intentionally to arrest the progress of an approaching fire by creating a burned area in its path, thus depriving the fire of fuel.













backflip

 
/ˈbakflip/






noun




a backward somersault done in the air with the arms and legs stretched out straight.













back focus






noun






[Photography]

 the distance between the back of a lens and the image of an object at infinity.













back-formation






noun



1.
 
a word that is formed from an already existing word from which it appears to be a derivative, often by removal of a suffix (e.g., 
laze

 from 
lazy

 and 
edit

 from 
editor

 ).




2.
 
the process by which back-formations are formed.













back four






noun






[Soccer]

 the defensive players in a formation that employs four defenders, typically two center backs and two full backs




•
 
Darwen's attacks were dealt with excellently by the back four




•
 
the back four were very solid.



















backgammon

 
/ˈbakˌɡamən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a board game in which two players move their pieces around twenty-four triangular points according to the throw of dice, the winner being the first to remove all their pieces from the board.




2.
 
the most complete form of win in the game of backgammon.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from back
 + gammon
 2
 .





background

 
/ˈbakˌɡround/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the area or scenery behind the main object of contemplation, especially when perceived as a framework for it




•
 
the house stands against a background of sheltering trees.










2.
 
the part of a picture or design that serves as a setting to the main figures or objects, or that appears furthest from the viewer




•
 
the background shows a landscape of domes and minarets




•
 
the word is written in white on a red background.










3.
 
a position or function that is not prominent or conspicuous




•
 
after that evening, Athens remained 
in the background

 .










4.
 


[Computing]

 used to describe tasks or processes running on a computer that do not need input from the user




•
 
programs can be left running in the background.










5.
 


[Physics]

 low-intensity radiation from radioisotopes present in the natural environment.




6.
 
unwanted signals, such as noise in the reception or recording of sound.




7.
 
the circumstances or situation prevailing at a particular time or underlying a particular event




•
 
the political and economic background




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
background information.










8.
 
a person's education, experience, and social circumstances




•
 
she has a background in nursing




•
 
a mix of students from many different backgrounds.



















backgrounder

 
/ˈbakˌɡroundər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an official briefing or handout giving background information




•
 
their departure had to be explained by aides in a backgrounder the next day.



















background music






noun




music intended as an unobtrusive accompaniment to some activity, such as dining in a restaurant, or to provide atmosphere in a movie.













background noise






noun



1.
 
extraneous sound which can be heard while listening to or monitoring other sounds




•
 
the background noise overwhelms any dialogue.










2.
 
a person or thing considered to be irrelevant or incidental to the main issue or situation




•
 
she is nothing but background noise in the story




•
 
it's the basics that make our lives meaningful, the rest is just background noise.



















background radiation






noun






[Astronomy]

 the uniform microwave radiation remaining from the Big Bang.













backhand

 
/ˈbakˌhand/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in tennis and other racket sports) a stroke played with the back of the hand facing in the direction of the stroke, typically starting with the arm crossing the body




•
 
he drove a backhand into the net




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a backhand volley.










2.
 
a blow or stroke delivered in a way similar to a backhand in tennis, or in a direction opposite to the usual




•
 
ground balls hit to my backhand




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he made a backhand stop of the ball.










3.
 
handwriting that slopes to the left.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike with a backhanded blow or stroke




•
 
in a flash, he backhanded Ace across the jaw.



















backhanded

 
/bakˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made with the back of the hand facing in the direction of movement




•
 
a backhanded pass.










2.
 
indirect; ambiguous or insincere




•
 
coming from me, teasing is a 
backhanded compliment

 .














II.
 
adverb




with the back of the hand or with the hand turned backward




•
 
Frank hit him backhanded.



















backhander

 
/ˈbakˌhandər/






noun



1.
 
a backhand stroke or shot in a game.




2.
 
a blow made with the back of the hand.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a secret payment, typically one made illegally; a bribe.













backhaul

 
/ˈbakhôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cargo carried on a return journey.




2.
 
an unedited video transmission via satellite or other means to a network or station.




3.
 
a frequency on which transmissions of backhaul occur.








II.
 
verb




carry (freight) on a return journey.













backhoe

 
/ˈbakhō /

 


‹Brit.›

 backhoe loader






noun




a mechanical excavator that draws toward itself a bucket attached to a hinged boom.













backing

 
/ˈbakiNG/






noun



1.
 
support or help




•
 
he accepted the backing of the police group




•
 
they had financial backing from local firms.










2.
 
a layer of material that forms, protects, or strengthens the back of something




•
 
the fabric has a special backing for durability.










3.
 
(especially in popular music) the music or singing that accompanies the main singer or soloist




•
 
the trio provided backing to some of the most popular vocalists of the day




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
backing vocals.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 the movement of the place of formation of a sound toward the back of the mouth.













backing track






noun




a recorded musical accompaniment, especially for a soloist to play or sing along with.













back issue

 
/bak ˈiSH(y)o͞o/






noun




a past issue of a journal or magazine.













backland

 
/ˈbakland/






noun



1.
 
(also 
backlands

 )
 — another term for backcountry
 .




2.
 
land behind or beyond an area that is built on or otherwise developed.













backlash

 
/ˈbakˌlaSH/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a strong and adverse reaction by a large number of people, especially to a social or political development




•
 
a public 
backlash against

 racism.










2.
 
recoil arising between parts of a mechanism.




3.
 
degree of play between parts of a mechanism.













backless

 
/ˈbakləs/






adjective




(of a woman's garment) cut low at the back




•
 
a backless Lycra dress.



















backlight

 
/ˈbakˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




illumination from behind.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
illuminate from behind




•
 
she was backlit by the morning sun




•
 (as 
adj.

 
backlit

 )
 
a backlit LCD screen.














III.
 
derivatives





backlighting

 
/ˈbakˌlīdiNG /






noun





















backlink

 
/ˈbakˌliNGk/






noun






[Computing]

 an incoming hyperlink from one web page to another website.




•
 
the more backlinks you have pointing back to your site, the more popular it will be.




•
 
one single article can result in hundreds of quality backlinks.



















backlist

 
/ˈbakˌlist/






noun




a publisher's list of older books still in print.













backload

 
/ˈbaklōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be backloaded

 )


1.
 
place more charges at the later stages of (a financial agreement) than at the earlier stages.













backlog

 
/ˈbakˌlôɡ ˈbakˌläɡ/






noun




an accumulation of something, especially uncompleted work or matters that need to be dealt with




•
 
the company took on extra staff to clear the backlog of work.



















backlot

 
/ˈbaklät/






noun




an outdoor area in a movie studio where large exterior sets are made and some outside scenes are filmed.













back nine






noun






[Golf]

 the final nine holes on an eighteen-hole course




•
 
he had a double bogey and a triple bogey on the back nine.



















back number

 
/ˈˌbak ˈnəmbər/






noun



1.
 
an issue of a periodical earlier than the current one.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing seen as old-fashioned.













back office






noun




an office or center in which the administrative work of a business is carried out, as opposed to its dealings with customers.













backorder

 
/ˈbakˌôrdər/





I.
 
noun




a retailer's order for a product that is temporarily out of stock with the supplier




•
 
the phone I wanted was 
on backorder

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place an order for (a product) that is temporarily out of stock.




•
 
the item was backordered by our distributor.



















backpack

 
/ˈbakˌpak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bag with shoulder straps that allow it to be carried on one's back.




2.
 
a load or piece of equipment carried on a person's back




•
 
a two-tank scuba backpack.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
backpacking

 )


1.
 
travel or hike carrying one's belongings in a backpack




•
 
a week's backpacking in the Pyrenees




•
 
he has backpacked around the world.



















backpacker

 
/ˈbakpakər/






noun




a person who travels or hikes carrying their belongings in a backpack




•
 
backpackers who braved the country's interior




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a backpacker hotel in Melbourne.



















back pay






noun




payment for work done in the past that was withheld at the time, or for work that could have been done had the worker not been prevented from doing so




•
 
Hickman should be provided back pay plus any expenses.



















backpedal

 
/ˈbakˌpedl/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move the pedals of a bicycle backward in order to brake.




2.
 
move hastily backward




•
 
backpedaling furiously, he flipped a perfect pass.










3.
 
reverse one's previous action or opinion




•
 
you've criticized him for backpedaling on budget reform.



















backplane

 
/ˈbakplān/






noun




a board to which the main circuit boards of a computer may be connected and that provides connections between them.













backplate

 
/ˈbakplāt/






noun




a plate placed at or forming the back of something.













back-projection

 
/ˈˌbak prəˈjekSHən/






noun




another term for rear projection
 .













backrest

 
/ˈbakˌrest/






noun




a support for a person's back when the person is seated.













backronym

 
/ˈbakrəˌnim /

 
bacronym





I.
 
noun




an acronym deliberately formed from a phrase whose initial letters spell out a particular word or words, either to create a memorable name or as a fanciful explanation of a word's origin




•
 
Biodiversity Serving Our Nation, or BISON (a backronym if ever there was one).

















– origin

 1980s: blend of back
 and acronym
 .





back room






noun




a place where secret, administrative, or supporting work is done




•
 
this would lead to weak government and deals in back rooms




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
back-room strategists.



















back rub






noun




a brief massage of a person’s back and shoulders




•
 
giving her a back rub was therapeutic for him as well.



















backsaw

 
/ˈbaksô/






noun




a type of saw with a reinforced back edge that keeps the thin blade from being distorted.













backscatter

 
/ˈbakˌskadər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 deflection of radiation or particles through an angle of 180°.




2.
 


[Physics]

 radiation or particles that have been deflected in this way.




3.
 


[Physics]

 
[Photography]

 light from a flashgun or other light source that is deflected directly into a lens




•
 
backscatter causes an underexposed picture with a blizzard effect.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 deflect (radiation or particles) through an angle of 180°


(as 
adj.

 
backscattered

 )


•
 
backscattered sound reaches the sonar receiver.



















backscratcher

 
/ˈbakˌskraCHər/






noun




a rod terminating in a clawed hand for scratching one's own back.













backscratching

 
/ˈbakˌskraCHiNG/






noun




the mutual providing of favors or services, especially when the legitimacy of such dealings is doubtful




•
 
the friendship thrives on little more than mutual backscratching.



















back seat

 
/ˈˌbak ˈsēt /

 
backseat





I.
 
noun




a seat at the back of a vehicle.








II.
 
phrases





take a back seat






take or be given a less important position or role




•
 
printed words will take a back seat to TV and video screens.























backseat driver

 
/ˌbaksēt ˈdrīvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a passenger in a car who gives the driver unwanted advice.




2.
 
a person who is eager to advise without responsibility.








II.
 
derivatives





backseat driving






noun





















backshift

 
/ˈbakSHift/






noun






[Grammar]

 the changing of a present tense in direct speech to a past tense in reported speech (or a past tense to pluperfect).













backside

 
/ˈbakˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's buttocks or rump.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the rear side or view of a thing




•
 
the backside of the hill.














II.
 
adjective




(of a maneuver in surfing and other board sports) done clockwise for a regular rider and counterclockwise for a goofy rider.













back slang

 
/ˈˌbak ˈslaNG/






noun




slang in which words are spoken as though they were spelled backward (e.g., 
redraw

 for 
warder

 ).













backslapping

 
/ˈbakˌslapiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of effusively congratulating or encouraging someone, typically by slapping a person's back




•
 
effusive displays of backslapping and arm-punching.














II.
 
adjective




vigorously hearty




•
 
those cheerful, backslapping journalists.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
backslap






verb, noun













2.
 
backslapper

 
/ˈbakˌslapər /






noun






















backslash

 
/ˈbakˌslaSH/






noun






[Computing]

 a backward-sloping diagonal line (\), used to separate file and folder names in some path statements.













backslide

 
/ˈbakslīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relapse into bad ways or error




•
 
converted vegetarians backslide to T-bones




•
 (as 
noun

 
backsliding

 )
 
there would be no backsliding from the administration's sound policies.














II.
 
derivatives





backslider

 
/ˈbakˌslīdər /






noun





















backspace

 
/ˈbakˌspās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a key on a typewriter or computer keyboard that causes the carriage or cursor to move backward.




2.
 
a device on a video recorder or camcorder that produces a slight backward run between shots to eliminate disturbance caused by the interruption of the scanning process.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move a typewriter carriage or computer cursor back one or more spaces.













backspin

 
/ˈbakˌspin/






noun




a backward spin given to a moving ball, causing it to stop more quickly or rebound at a steeper angle on hitting a surface.













backsplash

 
/ˈbaksplaSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a panel behind a sink or stove that protects the wall from splashes.













backstabbing

 
/ˈbakˌstabiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action or practice of criticizing someone in a treacherous manner while feigning friendship.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person) behaving in a backstabbing way.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
backstab

 
/ˈbakˌstab /






verb













2.
 
backstabber

 
/ˈbakˌstab /






noun





















backstage

 
/bakˈstāj/





I.
 
noun




the area in a theater out of view of the audience, especially in the wings or dressing rooms




•
 
backstage was the scene of pleasant pandemonium.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or situated in the area behind the stage in a theater




•
 
a backstage tour of the opera house.










2.
 
kept from public scrutiny; secret




•
 
backstage deals.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or to the backstage area in a theater




•
 
I went backstage after the show.










2.
 
not known to the public; in secret




•
 
we planned our strategies backstage.



















backstairs

 
/ˈbakˌsterz/





I.
 
plural noun




stairs at the back or side of a building.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
underhanded or clandestine




•
 
I won't make backstairs deals with politicians.



















backstay

 
/ˈbakstā/






noun




a stay on a sailing ship leading downward and aft from the top or upper part of a mast.













backstitch

 
/ˈbakˌstiCH/





I.
 
noun




sewing with overlapping stitches.








II.
 
verb




sew using backstitches


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
you can simply backstitch the edges




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
this method avoids having to backstitch through open loops.



















backstop

 
/ˈbakstäp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing placed at the rear of or behind something as a barrier, support, or reinforcement




•
 
bullets volleyed into the backstop of a flood-control canal.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 a high fence or similar structure behind the home plate area.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 a catcher




•
 
he tore the chest protector completely off the big Yankee backstop.










4.
 
an emergency precaution or last resort




•
 
the human operator has to act as the ultimate backstop when things go badly wrong.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Baseball]

 act as backstop for.




2.
 


[Hockey]

 act as goaltender for.




3.
 
support or reinforce




•
 
the founding banks were backstopping the loans.



















backstory

 
/ˈbakˌstôrē/






noun



1.
 
a history or background created for a fictional character in a motion picture or television program.




2.
 
similar background information about a real person or thing that promotes fuller understanding of it




•
 
the little-known backstory about the theory of evolution.



















backstreet

 
/ˈbakstrēt/





I.
 
noun




a minor street remote from a main road




•
 
the fetid backstreets of the shanty town




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a backstreet garage.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
operating or performed secretly, and typically illegally




•
 
a loophole that allowed backstreet chemists to make methamphetamine.



















backstretch

 
/ˈbakˌstreCH/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the part of a racecourse that is farthest from the grandstand and parallel to the homestretch.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the area adjacent to a racetrack where the horses are stabled and stable employees have temporary living accommodations.













backstroke

 
/ˈbakˌstrōk/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a swimming stroke performed on the back with the arms lifted alternately out of the water in a backward circular motion and the legs extended and kicking




•
 
I concentrated on the backstroke most of the time




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
I won the backstroke and breaststroke events




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they would swim freestyle and then backstroke.










2.
 
(
the backstroke

 )
 — a race, typically of a specified length or kind, in which the backstroke style of swimming is used




•
 
he was fifth in the 200-meter backstroke.














II.
 
derivatives





backstroker






noun





















backswept

 
/ˈbakswept/






adjective




swept, slanted, or sloped backward




•
 
his backswept hair.




















backswimmer

 
/ˈbakˌswimər/






noun




a predatory aquatic bug that swims on its back using its long back legs as oars. It is able to capture large prey such as tadpoles and fish.

See also water boatman
 . [Family 
Notonectidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : 
Notonecta

 and other genera.]














backswing

 
/ˈbakswiNG/






noun




a backward swing, especially of an arm or of a golf club when about to hit a ball.













backsword

 
/ˈbakˌsôrd/






noun




a sword with only one cutting edge.














back talk

 
backtalk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rude or impertinent remarks made in reply to someone in authority




•
 
no back talk, I'm warning you.



















back-to-back

 
/ˈˌbak tə ˈbak/





I.
 
adjective




consecutive




•
 
back-to-back homers in a major league baseball game.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
(of two people) facing in opposite directions with backs touching




•
 
they sat on the ground, leaning back to back.










2.
 
consecutively; in succession




•
 
the games were played back to back.



















back-to-nature

 
/ˌbaktəˈnāCHər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
advocating or relating to reversion to a simpler way of life




•
 
a back-to-nature lifestyle.



















backtrack

 
/ˈbakˌtrak/






verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — retrace one's steps




•
 
she had to bypass two closer farms and backtrack to them later




•
 


‹figurative›

 to backtrack a little, the case is a complex one.










2.
 
reverse one's previous action or opinion




•
 
the unions have had to 
backtrack on

 their demands.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 pursue, trace, or monitor




•
 
he was able to backtrack the buck to a ridge nearby.



















backup

 
/ˈbakˌəp/






noun



1.
 
help or support




•
 
no police backup could be expected.










2.
 
a person or thing that can be called on if necessary; a reserve




•
 
I've got a security force as backup




•
 
the filter is an excellent backup to other systems




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a backup generator.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the procedure for making extra copies of data in case the original is lost or damaged




•
 
automatic online backup




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a backup system.










4.
 
an extra copy of data from a computer.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an overflow caused by a stoppage, as in water or automobile traffic




•
 
there are long backups on all routes.



















backup light

 
/ˈbakˌəp līt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a light at the rear of a vehicle that comes on when the vehicle is in reverse gear.














backward

 
/ˈbakwərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — directed behind or to the rear




•
 
she left the room without a backward glance




•
 
a gradual backward movement.










2.
 
looking toward the past, rather than being progressive; retrograde




•
 
he said the decision was a backward step.










3.
 
having made less than normal progress




•
 
economically backward countries.










4.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 (of a person) having learning difficulties.




•
 
a lively child but a bit backward.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
(of a movement) away from one's front; in the direction of one's back




•
 
he took a step backward




•
 
Harry suddenly fell backward into a somersault.










2.
 
in reverse of the usual direction or order




•
 
counting backward




•
 
baseball caps turned backward.










3.
 
toward or into the past




•
 
a loving look backward at his early life.










4.
 
toward or into a worse state




•
 
a giant step backward for child-centered education.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
backward and forward






in both directions alternately; to and fro.









2.
 
bend (or lean) over backward to do something








‹informal›

 make every effort, especially to be fair or helpful




•
 
Jensen bent over backward to be fair.















3.
 
know something backward (and forward)






be entirely familiar with something.












IV.
 
derivatives





backwardly

 
/ˈbakwərdlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from earlier 
abackward

 , from aback
 . / 
usage:

 In US English, the adverb form is sometimes spelled 
backwards

 (the ladder fell backwards), but the adjective is almost always 
backward

 (a backward glance). Directional words using the suffix 
-ward

 tend to have no 
s

 ending in US English, although 
backwards

 is more common than afterwards, towards, or forwards. The 
s

 ending often (but not always) appears in the phrases backwards and forwards and bending over backwards. In British English, the spelling 
backwards

 is more common than 
backward

 .





backward-compatible

 
/ˌbakwərdkəmˈpadəb(ə)l /

 
backwards-compatible





I.
 
adjective




(of computer hardware or software) able to be used with an older piece of hardware or software without special adaptation or modification.








II.
 
derivatives





backward compatibility






noun





















backwardness

 
/ˈbakwərdnəs/






noun




the state of having made less progress than is normal or expected




•
 
unification failed to remedy the economic backwardness of the south




•
 
technological backwardness.



















backwash

 
/ˈbakˌwôSH ˈbakˌwäSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the motion of receding waves.




2.
 
a backward current of water or air created by the motion of an object through it




•
 
the backwash of a truck on the highway.










3.
 
repercussions




•
 
the backwash of the Cuban missile crisis.










4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 the liquid that flows back into a bottle, glass, etc., after someone has taken a drink, assumed to contain that person's saliva




•
 
Can you please stop drinking straight from the milk carton? I don't want your backwash!














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean (a filter) by reversing the flow of fluid through it.













backwater

 
/ˈbakˌwôdər/






noun



1.
 
a part of a river not reached by the current, where the water is stagnant




•
 
the eels inhabit backwaters.










2.
 
an isolated or peaceful place




•
 
a sleepy Midwest backwater.










3.
 
a place or condition in which no development or progress is taking place




•
 
the country remained an economic backwater.



















backwind

 
/ˈbakwind /

 

‹Sailing›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sail or vessel) deflect a flow of air into the back of (another sail or vessel).








II.
 
noun




a flow of air deflected into the back of a sail.













backwoods

 
/ˈbakˌwo͝odz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 remote uncleared forest land




•
 
backwoods homesteads.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a remote or sparsely inhabited region, especially one considered backward.








II.
 
derivatives





backwoodsman

 
/ˈbakwo͝odzmən /






noun





















backyard

 
/ˌbakˈyärd/






noun



1.
 
a yard behind a house or other building, typically surrounded by a fence




•
 
a tree-shaded succession of backyards




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a casual backyard party.










2.
 
the area close to where one lives, or the territory close to a particular country, regarded with proprietorial concern




•
 
anything was preferable to a nuclear dump 
in their own backyard

 .



















bacne

 
/ˈbaknē /

 
backne





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 acne on the skin of a person's back




•
 
if you have a severe case of bacne, it's worth consulting a dermatologist.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of back
 and acne
 .





Bacolod

 
/bəˈkōläd/






a city in the central Philippines, a port on the northwestern coast of the island of Negros; pop. 499,500 (est. 2007).










bacon

 
/ˈbākən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cured meat from the sides and belly of a pig, having distinct strips of fat and typically served in thin slices.




2.
 
cured meat from the back of a pig.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring home the bacon

 

‹informal›






a.
 
supply material provision or support; earn a living.




b.
 
achieve success.









2.
 
save someone's bacon






rescue someone from danger or difficulty




•
 
only hard braking and a quick turn on to the hard shoulder saved our bacon.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from a Germanic word meaning ‘ham, flitch’; related to back
 .





Bacon, Francis1


 
/ˈbākən/






Baron Verulam and Viscount St. Albans (1561–1626), English statesman and philosopher. As a scientist he advocated the inductive method. Notable works: 
The Advancement of Learning

 (1605) and 
Novum Organum

 (1620).









Bacon, Francis2







(1909–92), British painter, born in Ireland. His work chiefly depicts human figures in grotesquely distorted postures, their features blurred or erased.









Bacon, Roger






(
c.

 1214–94), English philosopher, scientist, and Franciscan monk. Most notable for his work in the field of optics, he emphasized the need for an empirical approach to scientific study.









Baconian

 
/bəˈkōnēən bāˈkōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Sir Francis Bacon or his inductive method of reasoning and philosophy.




2.
 
relating to or denoting the theory that Bacon wrote the plays attributed to Shakespeare.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an adherent of Bacon's philosophical system.




2.
 
a supporter of the theory that Bacon wrote the plays attributed to Shakespeare.













bacteremia

 
/ˌbaktəˈrēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 bacteraemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of bacteria in the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





bacteremic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bacterium
 + -emia
 .





bacterial

 
/bakˈtirēəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or caused by bacteria




•
 
a bacterial infection.














II.
 
derivatives





bacterially






adverb





















bactericide

 
/bakˈtirəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a substance that kills bacteria.








II.
 
derivatives





bactericidal

 
/bakˌtirəˈsīdl /






adjective





















bacterio-

 
bacteri-
 , bacter-






combining form




representing bacterium
 .













bacteriocin

 
/ˌbakˈtirēəsən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a protein produced by bacteria of one strain and active against those of a closely related strain.











– origin

 1950s: from French 
bactériocine

 , from Greek 
baktērion

 ‘small cane’ + a shortened form of colicin
 .





bacteriological

 
/bakˌtirēəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to bacteriology or bacteria.




2.
 
relating to or denoting germ warfare.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bacteriologic

 
/-jik /






adjective













2.
 
bacteriologically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















bacteriology

 
/bakˌtirēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of bacteria.








II.
 
derivatives





bacteriologist

 
/bakˌtirēˈäləjəst /






noun





















bacteriolysis

 
/bakˌtirēˈäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the rupture of bacterial cells, especially by an antibody.








II.
 
derivatives





bacteriolytic

 
/-ˌti(ə)rēəˈlitik /






adjective






















bacteriophage

 
/bakˈtirēəˌfāj/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a virus that parasitizes a bacterium by infecting it and reproducing inside it.











– origin

 1920s: from bacterium
 + Greek 
phagein

 ‘eat.’





bacteriorhodopsin

 
/bakˌtirēōˌrōˈdäpsin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in the bacterium 
Halobacterium halobium

 that transports protons across the cytoplasmic membrane when illuminated.













bacteriostat

 
/bakˈtirēəˌstat/





I.
 
noun




a substance that prevents the multiplying of bacteria without destroying them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bacteriostasis

 
/-ˌti(ə)rēəˈstāsis /






noun













2.
 
bacteriostatic

 
/-ˌti(ə)rēəˈstatik /






adjective













3.
 
bacteriostatically






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bacterium
 + Greek 
statos

 ‘standing.’






bacterium

 
/ˌbakˈtirēəm/





I.
 
noun




a member of a large group of unicellular microorganisms that have cell walls but lack organelles and an organized nucleus, including some that can cause disease.

Bacteria are widely distributed in soil, water, and air, and on or in the tissues of plants and animals. Formerly included in the plant kingdom, they are now classified separately (as prokaryotes). They play a vital role in global ecology, as the chemical changes they bring about include those of organic decay and nitrogen fixation. Much modern biochemical knowledge has been gained from the study of bacteria because they grow easily and reproduce rapidly in laboratory cultures.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
baktērion

 , diminutive of 
baktēria

 ‘staff, cane’ (because the first ones to be discovered were rod-shaped). Compare with bacillus
 . / 
usage:

 
Bacteria

 is the plural form (derived from Latin) of 
bacterium

 . Like any other plural it should be used with the plural form of the verb: the 
bacteria

 causing salmonella 
are

 killed by thorough cooking, 
not

 the 
bacteria

 causing salmonella 
is

 killed by thorough cooking. However, the unfamiliarity of the form means that 
bacteria

 is sometimes mistakenly treated as a singular form, as in the example above.





bacteriuria

 
/bakˌtirēˈyo͝orēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of bacteria in the urine.













bacterize

 
/ˈbaktəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with bacteria.








II.
 
derivatives





bacterization

 
/ˌbaktərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















bacteroid

 
/ˈbaktəˌroid/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of or resembling a bacterium.








II.
 
noun




a bacteroid organism or structure, especially a modified cell formed by a symbiotic bacterium in a root nodule of a leguminous plant.













Bactria

 
/ˈbaktrēə/





I.
 
an ancient country in central Asia, corresponding to the northern part of modern Afghanistan.




II.
 
derivatives





Bactrian






adjective, noun






















Bactrian camel

 
/ˌbaktrēən ˈkaməl/






noun




the two-humped camel, which has been domesticated but is still found wild in central Asia.

[
Camelus bactrianus

 , family 
Camelidae

 .]













baculovirus

 
/ˈbakyəlōˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a member of a family of DNA viruses infecting only invertebrate animals. Some have a very specific insect host and may be used in biological pest control.











– origin

 1980s: from Latin 
baculum

 ‘rod, stick’ + virus
 .






baculum

 
/ˈbakyələm/





I.
 
noun




another term for os penis
 .











– origin

 1930s: modern Latin.






bad

 
/bad/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of poor quality; inferior or defective




•
 
a bad diet




•
 
bad eyesight.










2.
 
(of a person) not able to do something well; incompetent




•
 
I'm so 
bad at

 names




•
 
a bad listener.










3.
 
not such as to be hoped for or desired; unpleasant or unwelcome




•
 
bad weather




•
 
we had the worst luck




•
 (as 
noun

 
the bad

 )
 
taking the good with the bad.










4.
 
(of an unwelcome thing) serious; severe




•
 
bad headaches




•
 
a bad crash




•
 
a bad mistake.










5.
 
unfavorable; adverse




•
 
bad reviews.










6.
 
harmful




•
 
soap was 
bad for

 his face.










7.
 
not suitable




•
 
morning was a bad time to ask Andy about anything.










8.
 
(of food) decayed; putrid




•
 
everything in the fridge would go bad.










9.
 
(of the atmosphere) polluted; unhealthy




•
 
bad air.










10.
 
(of parts of the body) injured, diseased, or causing pain




•
 
a bad back.










11.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — (of a person) unwell




•
 
I feel bad.










12.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — regretful, guilty, or ashamed about something




•
 
working mothers who feel bad about leaving their children.










13.
 
morally depraved; wicked




•
 
the bad guys




•
 
bad language




•
 
a bad reputation.










14.
 
naughty; badly behaved




•
 
what a bad girl




•
 
bad behavior.










15.
 
worthless; not valid




•
 
he ran up 87 bad checks.










16.
 
(badder, baddest)
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 good; excellent




•
 
they want the baddest, best-looking Corvette there is.














II.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 badly




•
 
he beat her up real bad.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come to a bad end






see end
 .









2.
 
from bad to worse






into an even worse state




•
 
the country's going from bad to worse.















3.
 
in a bad way





a.
 
ill




•
 
Sammy shivered. He was in a bad way.










b.
 
in trouble




•
 
the fleet was in a bad way, mainly due to a shortage of spares.















4.
 
my bad








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to acknowledge responsibility for a mistake




•
 
Sorry about the confusion. It's my bad.















5.
 
not (or not so) bad








‹informal›

 fairly good




•
 
she discovered he wasn't so bad after all.















6.
 
to the bad





a.
 
to ruin




•
 
I hate to see you going to the bad.










b.
 
in deficit




•
 
he was $80 to the bad.















7.
 
too bad








‹informal›

 used to indicate that something is regrettable but now beyond retrieval




•
 
too bad, but that's the way it is.


















IV.
 
derivatives





baddish

 
/ˈbadiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps representing Old English 
bǣddel

 ‘hermaphrodite, womanish man.’ / 
usage:

 Confusion in the use of 
bad

 versus 
badly

 usually has to do with verbs called copulas, such as feel or seem. Thus, standard usage calls for I feel bad, not I feel badly. As a precise speaker or writer would explain, I feel badly means ‘I do not have a good sense of touch.’ See also usage at good
 .





bada bing

 
/ˌbädə ˈbiNG/





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to emphasize that something will happen effortlessly and predictably




•
 
follow the appropriate twelve-step program and—bada bing—you're rolling in it.

















– origin

 probably imitating the sound of a drum roll; popularized by the television series 
The Sopranos

 .





badass

 
/ˈbadˌas /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tough, uncompromising, or intimidating person




•
 
one of them is a real badass, the other's pretty friendly.










2.
 
a formidably impressive person




•
 
she is so wonderful, so sweet, so rad, so amazing; she's a badass.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
tough, uncompromising, or intimidating




•
 
a badass demeanor.










2.
 
formidable; excellent




•
 
this was one badass camera.

















– origin

 1950s: from the adjective bad
 + ass
 2
 .





badassery

 
/ˈbadˌasərē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 behavior, characteristics, or actions regarded as formidably impressive




•
 
few of us can attain her level of badassery.



















bad blood

 
/ˌbad ˈbləd/






noun




ill feeling




•
 
there has always been bad blood between these families.



















bad boy






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a man who does not conform to approved standards of behavior, especially in a particular sphere of activity




•
 
the bad boy of classical music.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a thing that is regarded as extremely impressive or effective




•
 
we went 142 mph in that bad boy.



















bad break






noun






‹informal›

 a piece of bad luck




•
 
a weird coincidence and a bad break.




















bad breath

 
/ˌbad ˈbreTH/






noun




unpleasant-smelling breath; halitosis.













bad debt

 
/ˈbad ˌdet/






noun




a debt that cannot be recovered.













baddeleyite

 
/ˈbad(ə)lēˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting largely of zirconium dioxide, ranging from colorless to yellow, brown, or black.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Joseph 
Baddeley

 , English traveler, + -ite
 1
 .





badderlocks

 
/ˈbadərˌläks/





I.
 
plural noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 an edible seaweed with a long greenish frond and prominent midrib, occurring in northern Europe.

[
Alaria esculenta

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from 
Balderlocks

 , based on the name of the god Balder
 .





baddie

 
/ˈbadē /

 

‹informal›


 
baddy






noun




a villain or criminal in a story, movie, etc.













bade

 
/bad bād/






past of bid
 2
 .









bad egg






noun




see egg
 1
 (
sense

 2).













Baden

 
/ˈbädn/






a spa town in eastern Austria, south of Vienna; pop. 25,255 (2006). It is noted for its warm mineral springs.









Baden-Baden

 
/ˌbädn ˈbädn/






a spa town in the Black Forest in southwestern Germany; pop. 54,900 (est. 2007).









Baden-Powell, Robert

 
/ˌbädn ˈpōəl, ˈpou-əl/






1st Baron Baden-Powell of Gilwell (1857–1941), English soldier and founder of the Boy Scout movement; full name 
Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell

 .









Baden-Württemberg

 
/ˌbädnˈwərdəmˌbərɡ, ˌbädnˈvərtəmˌberk/






a state of western Germany; capital, Stuttgart.









bad faith






noun



1.
 
intent to deceive




•
 
the owners have bargained 
in bad faith

 .










2.
 
(in existentialist philosophy) refusal to confront facts or choices.













bad form






noun




an offense against current social conventions




•
 
it was considered bad form to talk about money.




















badge

 
/baj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive emblem worn as a mark of office, membership, achievement, licensed employment, etc.




•
 
name badges




•
 
a Girl Scout badge.










2.
 
a distinguishing object or emblem




•
 
a large gold key hung around his neck as his badge of office.










3.
 
a feature or sign that reveals a particular condition or quality




•
 
my jeans had patches on the knees, like badges of courage marking encounters with barbed wire.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a badge or other distinguishing emblem.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





badge engineering






noun




the practice of marketing a motor vehicle under two or more brand names.













badger

 
/ˈbajər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavily built omnivorous nocturnal mammal of the weasel family, typically having a gray and black coat.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Mustelidae

 , in particular the Eurasian 
Meles meles

 , which has a white head with two black stripes, and the North American 
Taxidea taxus

 , with a white stripe on the head.]




2.
 
(
Badger

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a native of Wisconsin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask (someone) repeatedly and annoyingly for something; pester




•
 
journalists 
badgered

 him 
about

 the deals




•
 
Tom had finally 
badgered

 her 
into

 going




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
his daughter was always badgering him to let her join.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps from badge
 , with reference to its distinctive head markings. The verb sense (late 18th cent.) originates from the formerly popular sport of badger baiting.





Badger State






a nickname for the state of Wisconsin
 1
 .









bad hair day






noun






‹informal›

 a day on which everything seems to go wrong, characterized as a day on which one's hair is particularly unmanageable.













badinage

 
/ˌbadnˈäZH/





I.
 
noun




humorous or witty conversation




•
 
cultured badinage about art and life.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from
badiner

 ‘to joke,’ from 
badin

 ‘fool,’ based on Provençal 
badar

 ‘gape.’





badlands

 
/ˈbadˌlandz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
extensive tracts of heavily eroded, uncultivable land with little vegetation.




2.
 
(
the Badlands

 )
 — a barren plateau region of the western US, mainly in southwestern South Dakota and northwestern Nebraska, south of the Black Hills, noted for its harsh terrain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): translation of French 
mauvaises terres

 .






badly

 
/ˈbadlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in an unsatisfactory, inadequate, or unsuccessful way




•
 
a badly managed company




•
 
the war was going badly.










2.
 
in an unfavorable way




•
 
try not to think badly of me.










3.
 
in an unacceptable or unpleasant way




•
 
she realized she was behaving rather badly.










4.
 
to a great or serious degree; severely




•
 
the building was badly damaged by fire




•
 
I wanted a baby so badly




•
 
things had begun to go badly wrong.














II.
 
adjective

 — [as 
complement

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 guilty or regretful




•
 
I felt badly about my unfriendliness of the previous evening.














III.
 
phrases





badly off

 
/ˌbadlē ˈäf /






in an unfavorable situation; at a disadvantage




•
 
with his pension benefits, he shouldn't be too badly off




•
 
she was a lot worse off before the divorce.





















usage:

 See usage at bad
 .





bad manners





I.
 
plural noun




lack of polite or well-bred social behavior




•
 
it's bad manners to talk with your mouth full.




•
 
I have never experienced such bad manners and ignorance.














II.
 
derivatives





bad-mannered

 
/ˌbadˈmanərd /






adjective





















badminton

 
/ˈbadmin(t)n/





I.
 
noun




a game with rackets in which a shuttlecock is played back and forth across a net.











– origin

 named after 
Badminton

 , a country home in southwestern England.





bad mood






noun




an angry or irritable state of mind




•
 
the cold put him 
in a bad mood






•
 
I smiled, my bad mood forgotten for the moment.



















bad-mouth

 
/ˈbad ˌmouTH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 criticize (someone or something); speak disloyally of




•
 
no one wants to hire an individual who bad-mouths a prior employer.



















badness

 
/ˈbadnəs/






noun



1.
 
poor quality or low standard




•
 
none of you are doing justice to the badness of this film




•
 
the badness of the writing is astonishing.










2.
 
lack of or failure to conform to moral virtue; wickedness; evil




•
 
she is not doing this out of badness




•
 
the concepts of goodness and badness.



















bad news






noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing that is regarded as unpleasant, unlucky, or undesirable




•
 
dry weather is always bad news for gardeners.



















bad seed






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person regarded as bad or corrupt by nature and liable to have a harmful influence on other people




•
 
school officials became exasperated and wrote her off as a bad seed.



















bad-tempered

 
/ˈˌbad ˈtempərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easily annoyed or made angry




•
 
in a heat wave, many people become increasingly bad-tempered.










2.
 
characterized by anger or ungraciousness




•
 
Mary was feeling very bad-tempered




•
 
a bad-tempered exchange.














II.
 
derivatives





bad-temperedly






adverb





















badware

 
/ˈbadwer/






noun




software that has been installed on a computer without a user's knowledge or control.













bae

 
/bā/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's boyfriend or girlfriend (often as a form of address)




•
 
I'm going to see my bae




•
 [as 
name

 ]
 
Bae just made me tacos




•
 
what's wrong, bae?

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of baby
 or babe
 .





Baedeker, Karl

 
/ˈbādikər, ˈbed-/






(1801–59), German publisher of travel guidebooks. He is remembered chiefly for the series of guidebooks to which he gave his name and which are still published.









Baekeland, Leo Hendrik

 
/ˈbakəˌlänt, ˈbāk(ə)lənd/






(1863–1944), US chemist and inventor; born in Belgium. He invented the synthetic resin Bakelite in 1907.









Baer, Karl Ernest von

 
/be(ə)r/






(1792–1876), German biologist. He discovered that ova are particles within the ovarian follicles, and he formulated the principle that general characters appear before special ones do in the developing embryo. His studies were used by Darwin in the theory of evolution.









Baeyer, Adolf von

 
/ˈbāər/






(1835–1917), German organic chemist; full name 
Johann Friedrich Wilhelm Adolf von Baeyer

 . He prepared the first barbiturates, investigated dyes, and synthesized indigo. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1905).









Baez, Joan

 
/ˈbīˌez, bīˈez/






(1941–), US folk singer and civil rights activist. She is best known for her performances at civil rights demonstrations in the early 1960s. Notable albums: 
Any Day Now

 (1968) and 
Diamonds and Rust

 (1975).









Baffin, William

 
/ˈbafən/






(
c.

 1584–1622), English navigator and explorer, the pilot of several expeditions in search of the Northwest Passage 1612–16. He discovered the largest island of the Canadian Arctic in 1616; this and the strait between it and Greenland are named after him.









Baffin Bay






an extension of the North Atlantic Ocean between Baffin Island and Greenland, linked to the Arctic Ocean by three passages. It is largely ice-bound in winter.









Baffin Island






a large island in the Canadian Arctic Ocean, situated at the mouth of Hudson Bay. It is separated from Greenland by Baffin Bay.









baffle

 
/ˈbafəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
totally bewilder or perplex




•
 
an unexplained occurrence that baffled everyone.










2.
 
restrain or regulate (a fluid, sound, etc.)




•
 
to baffle the noise further, I pad the gunwales.














II.
 
noun




a device used to restrain the flow of a fluid, gas, or loose material or to prevent the spreading of sound or light in a particular direction.








III.
 
derivatives





bafflement

 
/ˈbafəlmənt /






noun





baffle
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘cheat, deceive’): perhaps related to French 
bafouer

 ‘ridicule’ or obsolete French 
beffer

 ‘mock, deceive.’





bafflegab

 
/ˈbafəlˌɡab/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 incomprehensible or pretentious language, especially bureaucratic jargon




•
 
the smooth chairman who had elevated bafflegab to an art form.



















baffling

 
/ˈbaf(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to understand; perplexing




•
 
the crime is a baffling mystery for the police.














II.
 
derivatives





bafflingly






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
his team selection has been bafflingly erratic




























bag

 
/baɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container made of flexible material with an opening at the top, used for carrying things




•
 
brown paper bags




•
 
a shopping bag.










2.
 
an amount held by a bag




•
 
a 
bag of

 apples.










3.
 
a woman's handbag or purse.




4.
 
a piece of luggage




•
 
she began to unpack her bags.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 a base.




6.
 
(
bags

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 plenty of something




•
 
I had 
bags of

 energy.










7.
 
the amount of game shot by a hunter.




8.
 
(usu. 
bags

 )
 — a loose fold of skin under a person's eye




•
 
the bags under his eyes gave him a sad appearance.










9.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a woman, especially an older one, perceived as unpleasant, bad-tempered, or unattractive




•
 
an interfering 
old bag

 .










10.
 
(
one's bag

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 one's particular interest or taste




•
 
if religion and politics are your bag, you'll find something to interest you here.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (something) in a bag




•
 
customers bagged their own groceries




•
 
we 
bagged up

 the apples.










2.
 
(of a hunter) succeed in killing or catching an animal




•
 
in 1979, handgun hunters bagged 677 deer.










3.
 
succeed in securing (something)




•
 
we've bagged three awards for excellence.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of clothes, especially pants) hang loosely or lose shape




•
 
these trousers never bag at the knee.










5.
 
swell or bulge.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 quit; give up on




•
 
it was a drag to be in the ninth grade at 17, so he bagged it.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fit (a patient) with an oxygen mask or other respiratory aid.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bag and baggage






with all one's belongings




•
 
he threw her out bag and baggage.















2.
 
a bag of bones






an emaciated person or animal




•
 
the pony is just a bag of bones.















3.
 
a bag (or whole bag) of tricks








‹informal›

 a set of ingenious plans, techniques, or resources




•
 
hoteliers are using a whole new bag of tricks to keep their guests on the premises.















4.
 
be left holding the bag






see hold
 1
 .









5.
 
in the bag

 

‹informal›






a.
 
(of something desirable) as good as secured




•
 
the election is in the bag.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 drunk




•
 
I don't think my parents even suspected that I was 
half in the bag

 .


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





bag on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize




•
 
I don't know why everyone is bagging on Palmer.


















V.
 
derivatives





bagful

 
/ˈbaɡˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old Norse 
baggi

 .






Baganda

 
/bəˈɡändə/





I.
 
plural noun




an African people of the kingdom of Buganda, now forming part of Uganda.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Baganda or their language.











– origin

 a local name; compare with Kiswahili 
Waganda

 , Ganda
 , Luganda
 , Muganda
 .





bagasse

 
/bəˈɡas/





I.
 
noun




the dry pulpy residue left after the extraction of juice from sugar cane, used as fuel for electricity generators, etc.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
bagazo

 ‘pulp.’





bagatelle

 
/ˌbaɡəˈtel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing of little importance; a very easy task




•
 
dealing with these boats was 
a mere bagatelle

 for the world's oldest yacht club.










2.
 
a game in which small balls are hit and then allowed to roll down a sloping board on which there are holes, each numbered with the score achieved if a ball goes into it, with pins acting as obstructions.




3.
 
a short, light piece of music, especially one for the piano.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 1): from French, from Italian 
bagatella

 , perhaps from 
baga

 ‘baggage’ or from a diminutive of Latin 
baca

 ‘berry.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 19th cent.





bagel

 
/ˈbāɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a dense bread roll in the shape of a ring, made by boiling dough and then baking it.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (as 
beigel

 ): from Yiddish 
beygel

 .





baggage

 
/ˈbaɡij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
personal belongings packed in suitcases for traveling; luggage.




2.
 
the portable equipment of an army.




3.
 
past experiences or long-held ideas regarded as burdens and impediments




•
 
the emotional baggage I'm hauling around




•
 
the party jettisoned its traditional ideological baggage.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bagage

 (from 
baguer

 ‘tie up’), or 
bagues

 ‘bundles’; perhaps related to bag
 .





baggage claim






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the area in an airport where arriving passengers collect luggage that has been carried in the hold of the aircraft.













baggage handler






noun




a person who loads and unloads items of luggage at an airport




•
 
a planned strike by baggage handlers threatened disruption for thousands of travelers.



















Baggie

 
/ˌbaɡē/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a plastic bag typically used for storing food.




2.
 
(
baggie

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 any small plastic bag.













baggy

 
/ˈbaɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of clothing) loose and hanging in folds




•
 
baggy pants.










2.
 
(of eyes) with folds of puffy skin below them




•
 
his eyes were baggy with the fatigue of overwork.














II.
 
noun

 — (
baggies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 loose and wide-legged pants, shorts, or swim trunks.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
baggily

 
/ˈbaɡəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bagginess

 
/ˈbaɡēnəs /






noun





















Baghdad

 
/ˈbaɡˌdad/






the capital of Iraq, on the Tigris River; pop. 6,194,800 (est. 2009).









bag lady

 
/ˈbaɡ ˌlādē/






noun






‹informal›

 a homeless woman who carries her possessions in shopping bags.













bagless

 
/ˈbaɡlis/






adjective




(of a vacuum cleaner) designed to operate without the use of a replaceable bag.













bag lunch






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cold lunch prepared at home and carried in a bag to work, to school, or on an excursion.













bagman

 
/ˈbaɡman/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 an agent who collects or distributes the proceeds of illicit activities




•
 
one million dollars cash paid to the general's bagman.










2.
 


(Canadian)

 a political fundraiser




•
 
a Tory bagman.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a traveling salesman.













bagnio

 
/ˈbanyō, ˈbän-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a brothel.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an oriental prison.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Italian 
bagno

 , from Latin 
balneum

 ‘bath.’





bag of waters






noun




another term for amniotic sac
 .













bagpipe

 
/ˈbaɡpīp/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
bagpipes

 )


1.
 
a musical instrument with reed pipes that are sounded by the pressure of wind emitted from a bag squeezed by the player's arm. Bagpipes are associated especially with Scotland, but are also used in folk music in Ireland, Northumberland, and France.








II.
 
derivatives





bagpiper

 
/ˈbaɡˌpīpər /






noun





















ba gua

 
/ˌbä ˈɡwä /

 
pa kua





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Chinese religious motif incorporating the eight trigrams of the 
I Ching

 , typically arranged octagonally around a symbol denoting the balance of yin and yang, or around a mirror.




2.
 
bagua regarded in feng shui as a pattern determining the significance and auspicious qualities of spatial relationships.




3.
 
a Chinese martial art in which movements are focused on a circle and the defense of eight points around it.











– origin

 from Chinese 
bā

 ‘eight’ + 
guà

 ‘divinatory symbols.’





baguette

 
/baˈɡet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow loaf of French bread.




2.
 
a gem, especially a diamond, cut in a long rectangular shape


[often as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a baguette diamond.










3.
 


[Architecture]

 a small molding, semicircular in section.




4.
 
a slim, rectangular handbag.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (
sense

 3): from French, from Italian 
bacchetto

 , diminutive of 
bacchio

 , from Latin 
baculum

 ‘staff.’ 
Sense

 1 and 
sense

 2 date from the 20th cent.





bagwig

 
/ˈbaɡwiɡ/






noun






‹historical›

 a wig fashionable in the 18th century with the back hair enclosed in an ornamental bag.













bagworm

 
/ˈbaɡwərm/






noun




a drab moth, the caterpillar and flightless female of which live in a portable protective case constructed out of plant debris.

[Family 
Psychidae

 : many genera.]













bah

 
/bä/





I.
 
exclamation




an expression of contempt or disagreement




•
 
You think it was an accident? Bah!

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from French.






Baha'i

 
/bäˈhī /

 
Bahai





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a monotheistic religion founded in the 19th century as a development of Babism, emphasizing the essential oneness of humankind and of all religions and seeking world peace. The Baha'i faith was founded by the Persian 
Baha'ullah

 (1817–92) and his son 
Abdul Baha

 (1844–1921).




2.
 
an adherent of the Baha'i faith.








II.
 
derivatives





Baha'ism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 Persian, from Arabic 
bahā'

 ‘splendor.’





Bahamas

 
/bəˈhäməz/







1.
 
a country in the northwestern West Indies, an archipelago off the southeastern coast of Florida; pop. 307,600 (est. 2009); capital, Nassau; languages, English (official), Creole.





It was here that Columbus first landed in the New World (Oct. 12, 1492). The islands were a British colony from the 18th century until they gained independence within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1973.









Bahamian

 
/bəˈhämēən bəˈhāmēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Bahamas or their people




•
 
a television program that showcases Bahamian history.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Bahamas




•
 
water sports are popular with Bahamians and tourists.




















Bahasa Indonesia

 
/bəˌhäsə ˌindəˈnēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




the official language of Indonesia.

See Indonesian
 .











– origin

 from Malay 
bahasa

 ‘language.’





Bahasa Malaysia

 
/bəˌhäsə məˈlāZH(ē)ə/






noun




the official language of Malaysia.

See Malay
 .













Bahawalpur

 
/bəˈhäwəlˌpo͝or/






a city in east central Pakistan, in Punjab province; pop. 530,400 (est. 2009).










Bahia

 
/bäˈēə, bəˈhēə/





I.
 
a state of eastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; capital, Salvador.




II.
 
former name for Salvador
 .









Bahía Blanca

 
/bäˌēə ˈbläNGkə/






a port in Argentina serving the southern part of the country; pop. 315,700 (est. 2008).









Bahrain

 
/bäˈrān/







1.
 
a country in western Asia that consists of a group of islands in the Persian Gulf; pop. 728,700 (est. 2009); capital, Manama; official language, Arabic.





Ruled by the Portuguese in the 16th century and the Persians in the 17th century, Bahrain became a British protectorate in 1861 and gained independence in 1971. Its economy is dependent on the refining and export of oil.









Bahraini

 
/bäˈrānē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Bahrain or its people




•
 
he is a member of the Bahraini royal family.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Bahrain




•
 
an opportunity for young Bahrainis to spend a postgraduate year in another country.



















baht

 
/bät/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Thailand, equal to 100 satangs.











– origin

 from Thai 
bāt

 .





Bahutu

 
/bäˈho͞oˌto͞o/






plural form of Hutu
 .










Baikal, Lake

 
/bīˈkäl, -ˈkôl, -ˈkal /

 
Baykal






a large lake in southern Siberia, in Russia, the largest freshwater lake in Europe and Asia and, with a depth of 5,714 feet (1,743 m), the deepest lake in the world.










bail1


 
/bāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the temporary release of an accused person awaiting trial, sometimes on condition that a sum of money be lodged to guarantee their appearance in court




•
 
he has been released 
on bail

 .










2.
 
money paid for the release an accused person as security.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bailed

 )


1.
 
release or secure the release of (a prisoner) on payment of bail




•
 
his son called home to get 
bailed out

 of jail.







See also bail out
 at bail
 3
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
jump bail








‹informal›

 fail to appear for trial after being released on bail




•
 
he jumped bail and was on the run until his arrest.















2.
 
go bail (or stand bail)






act as surety for an accused person.









3.
 
post bail






pay a sum of money as bail




•
 
I posted bail for him.


















IV.
 
derivatives





bailable

 
/ˈbāləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘custody, jurisdiction,’ from Old French 
bailler

 ‘take charge of,’ from Latin 
bajulare

 ‘bear a burden.’






bail2


 
/bāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bar that holds something in place, in particular




2.
 


[Fishing]

 a bar that guides fishing line on a reel.




3.
 
a bar on a typewriter or computer printer that holds the paper steady.




4.
 


[Mountaineering]

 a bar on a crampon that fits into a groove in the sole of a boot.




5.
 
a bar separating horses in an open stable.




6.
 
an arched handle, such as on a bucket or a teapot


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
drawers fitted with brass bail handles.










7.
 
(usu. 
bails

 )
 — 

[Cricket]

 either of the two crosspieces bridging the stumps, which the bowler and fielders try to dislodge with the ball to get the batsman out.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the outer wall of a castle): from Old French 
baile

 ‘palisade, enclosure,’ 
baillier

 ‘enclose,’ perhaps from Latin 
baculum

 ‘rod, stick.’ Compare with bailey
 .






bail3


 
/bāl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — scoop water out of (a ship or boat)




•
 
the first priority is to 
bail out

 the boat with buckets.










2.
 
scoop (water) out of a ship or boat




•
 
I started to use my hands to 
bail out

 the water.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — abandon a commitment, obligation, or responsibility




•
 
after 12 years of this, including Sunday Mass with the family, I bailed.










4.
 
(
bail on

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 let (someone) down by failing to fulfill a commitment, obligation, or responsibility




•
 
he looks a little like the guy who bailed on me.














II.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bail out





a.
 
(of a member of an aircrew) make an emergency parachute descent from an aircraft; eject.




b.
 
become free of an obligation or commitment; discontinue an activity




•
 
she felt ready to 
bail out of

 the corporate rat race.















2.
 
bail someone/something out






release someone or something from a difficulty; rescue




•
 
the state will not bail out loss-making enterprises.


















III.
 
derivatives





bailer

 
/ˈbālər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete 
bail

 ‘bucket,’ from French 
baille

 , based on Latin 
bajulus

 ‘carrier.’





baile

 
/ˈbīlā/





I.
 
noun




(in the southwestern US and parts of Central and South America) a gathering for dancing.











– origin

 Spanish, ‘dance, dancing.’






Baile Átha Cliath

 
/ˌblä ˈklēə/






Irish name for Dublin
 .









bailee

 
/bāˈlē/






noun






[Law]

 a person or party to whom goods are delivered for a purpose, such as custody or repair, without transfer of ownership.














bailey

 
/ˈbālē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer wall of a castle.




2.
 
a court enclosed by this.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old French 
baile

 ‘palisade, enclosure’ (see bail
 2
 ).






bailie

 
/ˈbālē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a municipal officer and magistrate in Scotland.











– origin

 Middle English (originally used interchangeably with bailiff
 ): from Old French 
bailli

 .






bailiff

 
/ˈbālif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who performs certain actions under legal authority, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an official in a court of law who keeps order, looks after prisoners, etc.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a sheriff's officer who executes writs and processes and carries out distraints and arrests.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 the agent or steward of a landlord.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baillif

 , inflected form of 
bailli

 , based on Latin 
bajulus

 ‘carrier, manager.’





bailiwick

 
/ˈbāləˌwik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
one's bailiwick

 )
 — one's sphere of operations or particular area of interest




•
 
you never give the presentations—that's my bailiwick.










2.
 


[Law]

 the district or jurisdiction of a bailie or bailiff.











– origin

 late Middle English: from bailie
 + wick
 2
 .





bailment

 
/ˈbālmənt/






noun






[Law]

 an act of delivering goods to a bailee for a particular purpose, without transfer of ownership.













bailor

 
/ˈbālər/






noun






[Law]

 a person or party that entrusts goods to a bailee.













bailout

 
/ˈbāˌlout/






noun






‹informal›

 an act of giving financial assistance to a failing business or economy to save it from collapse.













Bainbridge Island

 
/ˌbānbrij ˈīlənd/






an island in western Washington, in Puget Sound, west of Seattle.









bain-marie

 
/ˌbanməˈrē/





I.
 
noun




a container holding hot water into which a pan is placed for slow cooking.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, translation of medieval Latin 
balneum Mariae

 ‘bath of Maria,’ translating Greek 
kaminos Marias

 ‘furnace of 
Maria

 ,’ said to be a Jewish alchemist.





Baird, John Logie

 
/be(ə)rd/






(1888–1946), Scottish inventor. He made the first transatlantic transmission and demonstration of color television in 1928 using a mechanical system that was soon superseded by an electronic system.









Bairiki

 
/bīˈrēkē/






the capital of Kiribati, on South Tarawa Island; pop. 2,766 (2005).









bairn

 
/bern/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a child.











– origin

 Old English 
bearn

 , of Germanic origin; related to the verb bear
 1
 .





Baisakhi

 
/bīˈsäkē/





I.
 
noun




a Sikh festival held annually to commemorate the founding of the khalsa by Gobind Singh in 1699.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Vaiśākha

 , denoting a month of the Hindu lunar year corresponding to April–May, regarded in some areas as the start of the new year.






bait

 
/bāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
food used to entice fish or other animals as prey




•
 
herrings make excellent bait for pike




•
 
fishing with live baits.










2.
 
an allurement; a thing intended to tempt or entice




•
 
she used the prospect of freedom as bait to trap him into talking




•
 
many potential buyers are reluctant to 
take the bait

 .










3.
 
variant spelling of bate
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately annoy or taunt (someone)




•
 
the other boys reveled in 
baiting

 him 
about

 his love of literature.










2.
 
torment (a trapped or restrained animal), especially by allowing dogs to attack it.




3.
 
prepare (a hook, trap, net, or fishing area) with bait to entice fish or animals as prey




•
 
she baited a trap with carrots and corn.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fish or cut bait








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 stop vacillating and act on something or disengage from it




•
 
when it comes to flagging brands, companies are being forced to fish or cut bait.















2.
 
rise to the bait






react to a provocation or temptation exactly as intended




•
 
Jenny was being provocatively rude, but he never rose to the bait.















3.
 
with baited breath






misspelling of with bated breath
 at bated
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





baiter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
beit

 ‘pasture, food,’ 
beita

 ‘to hunt or chase.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at bated
 .





bait-and-switch






noun




the action (generally illegal) of advertising goods that are an apparent bargain, with the intention of substituting inferior or more expensive goods


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bait-and-switch scheme.



















baitfish

 
/ˈbātfiSH/






noun




a fish used as bait to catch a larger fish.













baiza

 
/ˈbīzə/






noun




a monetary unit of Oman, equal to one thousandth of a rial.













baize

 
/bāz/





I.
 
noun




a coarse, feltlike, woolen material that is typically green, used for covering billiard and card tables and for aprons.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
baies

 , feminine plural of 
bai

 ‘chestnut-colored’ (see bay
 4
 ), treated as a singular noun. The name is presumably from the original color of the cloth, although several colors are recorded.






Baja California

 
/ˌbähä ˌkaləˈfôrnyə/






a mountainous peninsula in northwestern Mexico that extends southward from the border with California and separates the Gulf of California from the Pacific Ocean. It consists of two states of Mexico: 
Baja California

 (capital, Mexicali) and 
Baja California Sur

 (capital, La Paz).

Also called Lower California
 .









bajada

 
/bəˈhädə/





I.
 
noun




a broad slope of alluvial material at the foot of an escarpment or mountain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, ‘descent, slope.’





Bajan

 
/ˈbājən/






adjective, noun




informal term for Barbadian
 .













bajillion

 
/bəˈjilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an extremely large number (used for emphasis)




•
 
I've still got a bajillion things to do.

















– origin

 1990s: fanciful formation on the pattern of 
billion

 and 
million

 .





Baka

 
/ˈbäkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a nomadic Pygmy people inhabiting the rain forests of southeastern Cameroon and northern Gabon.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Baka.











– origin

 the name in Baka.






bake

 
/bāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (food) by dry heat without direct exposure to a flame, typically in an oven or on a hot surface




•
 
they bake their own bread and cakes




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I baked him a cake for his birthday




•
 (as 
adj.

 
baked

 )
 
baked apples.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be cooked by baking




•
 
the bread was baking on hot stones.










3.
 
(of the sun or other agency) subject (something) to dry heat, especially so as to harden it




•
 
the sun has baked the earth a dusty brown.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person or place) be or become extremely hot in prolonged sun or hot weather




•
 
the city was baking in a heat wave




•
 (as 
adj.

 
baking

 )
 
the summer's baking heat.














II.
 
noun

 — [with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering at which baked food is eaten




•
 
lobster bakes on deserted islands.














III.
 
phrases





baked in the cake








(US)

 
‹informal›

 inevitable or unchangeable as a result of previous actions or events




•
 
look out for the next big tax—it is pretty much baked in the cake now.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





bake something in






incorporate something as an integral part of a product, service, or system




•
 
we have baked in XML web services as part of the core of our platform




•
 (as 
adj.

 
baked-in

 )
 
the company continues to place a heavy emphasis on baked-in security.





















– origin

 Old English 
bacan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bakken

 and German 
backen

 .





baked

 
/bākt/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) cooked by dry heat in an oven




•
 
baked apples.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intoxicated by alcohol or drugs, especially marijuana.




•
 
I just want to 
get baked

 and watch a movie.



















baked Alaska





I.
 
noun




sponge cake and ice cream in a meringue covering, cooked for a very short time.











– origin

 named after the state of Alaska
 .





baked beans

 
/ˌbāk(t) ˈbēnz/






plural noun




short for Boston baked beans
 .













Baked Bean State






a nickname for the state of Massachusetts
 .









baked goods






plural noun




bread, cakes, pastries, and similar items of food that are cooked in an oven




•
 
the moment you open the door at Billy's Bakery the aroma of baked goods overwhelms you




•
 
bran can impart a hearty flavor to breads and other baked goods.



















bakehouse

 
/ˈbākˌhous/






noun






‹dated›

 a building or area in which bread is made.













Bakelite

 
/ˈbāk(ə)ˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an early form of brittle plastic, typically dark brown, made from formaldehyde and phenol, used chiefly for electrical equipment.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Leo H. 
Baekeland

 (1863–1944), the Belgian-born American chemist who invented it, + -ite
 1
 .





bake-off






noun



1.
 
a contest in which cooks prepare baked goods such as bread and cakes for judging.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a contest between companies to win a contract.













baker

 
/ˈbākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes bread and cakes, especially commercially.




2.
 
[often with 
modifier.

 ]
 — an oven for a particular purpose




•
 
a bread baker.

















– origin

 Old English 
bæcere

 , from 
bacan

 (see bake
 ).





Baker, Josephine

 
/ˈbākər/






(1906–75), US dancer. She was a star of the Folies-Bergère in Paris in the 1930s, famed for her exotic dancing and risqué clothing.









Baker Island






an uninhabited island in the central Pacific Ocean, near the equator, claimed by the US in 1857. Once a guano source, it is now a wildlife refuge.









baker's dozen





I.
 
noun




a group or set of thirteen




•
 
a baker's dozen of love songs.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the former bakers' custom of adding an extra loaf to a dozen sold, this constituting the retailer's profit.





Bakersfield

 
/ˈbākərzˌfēld/






an industrial city in south central California, an oil industry center in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 321,078 (est. 2008).









baker's yeast






noun




a dried preparation of yeast used or suitable for use as leaven.













bakery

 
/ˈbāk(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
a place where bread and cakes are made or sold




•
 
delicious aromas wafting from the bakery




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an assortment of bakery goods.










2.
 
baked goods such as bread and cakes




•
 
a table overflowing with homemade bakery and wine.



















bake sale






noun




a sale of home-baked items as a fundraising activity.




•
 
a bake sale staffed by high-school moms.



















bakeshop

 
/ˈbākSHäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where bread and cakes are made or sold.













bakeware

 
/ˈbākˌwer/






noun




tins, trays, and other items placed in the oven during baking.













baking powder

 
/ˈbākiNG ˈˌpoudər/






noun




a mixture of sodium bicarbonate and cream of tartar, used instead of yeast in baking.













baking sheet

 


‹Brit.›

 baking tray






noun




a metal tray on which food may be cooked in an oven




•
 
lay the peppers on a baking sheet and roast for 30 minutes.




















baking soda

 
/ˈbākiNG ˈˌsōdə/






noun




sodium bicarbonate used in cooking, for cleaning, or in toothpaste.













Bakker, Robert T.

 
/ˈbakər/






(1945–), US paleontologist. He proposed the controversial idea that dinosaurs were both active and warm-blooded.









baklava

 
/ˌbäkləˈvä/





I.
 
noun




a dessert originating in the Middle East made of phyllo pastry filled with chopped nuts and soaked in honey.











– origin

 Turkish.






baksheesh

 
/bakˈSHēːSH/





I.
 
noun




(in parts of Asia) a small sum of money given as alms, a tip, or a bribe.











– origin

 based on Persian 
baḵšīš

 , from 
baḵšīdan

 ‘give.’





Bakst, Léon

 
/bäkst/






(1866–1924), Russian painter and designer; born 
Lev Samuilovich Rozenberg

 . He was a member of the Ballets Russes, for which he designed exotic, richly colored sets and costumes.









Baku

 
/bäˈko͞o/






the capital of Azerbaijan, on the Caspian Sea; pop. 1,917,000 (est. 2008). It is an industrial port and a center of the oil industry.









Bakunin, Mikhail

 
/bəˈko͞onyin/






(1814–76), Russian anarchist and writer who participated in the revolutionary movements of 1848–49; full name 
Mikhail Aleksandrovich Bakunin

 .









balaclava

 
/ˌbaləˈklävə /

 
balaclava helmet





I.
 
noun




a close-fitting garment covering the whole head and neck except for parts of the face, typically made of wool.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (denoting a garment worn originally by soldiers serving in the Crimean War): named after the village of 
Balaclava

 in the Crimea (see Balaclava, Battle of
 ).






Balaclava, Battle of

 
/ˌbaləˈklävə/






a battle of the Crimean War, fought between Russia and an alliance of British, French, and Turkish forces in and around the port of Balaclava (now Balaklava) in the southern Crimea in 1854. The battle ended inconclusively; and is chiefly remembered as the scene of the Charge of the Light Brigade.









balafon

 
/ˈbaləˌfän/





I.
 
noun




a large xylophone having hollow gourds as resonators, used in West African music.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Manding 
bala

 ‘xylophone’ + 
fo

 ‘to play.’





balalaika

 
/ˌbaləˈlīkə/





I.
 
noun




a guitarlike musical instrument with a triangular body and two, three, or four strings, popular in Russia and other Slavic countries.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Russian, of Tatar origin.






balance

 
/ˈbaləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an even distribution of weight enabling someone or something to remain upright and steady




•
 
slipping in the mud but 
keeping

 their 
balance






•
 
she 
lost

 her 
balance

 before falling.










2.
 
stability of one's mind or feelings




•
 
the way to some kind of peace and personal balance.










3.
 


[Sailing]

 the ability of a boat to stay on course without adjustment of the rudder.




4.
 
a condition in which different elements are equal or in the correct proportions




•
 
overseas investments can add balance to an investment portfolio




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
try to keep a 
balance between

 work and relaxation.










5.
 


[Art]

 harmony of design and proportion.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the relative volume of various sources of sound




•
 
the balance of the voices is good.










7.
 
an apparatus for weighing, especially one with a central pivot, beam, and a pair of scales.




8.
 
(
the Balance

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Libra.




9.
 
a counteracting weight or force.




10.
 
(also 
balance wheel

 )
 — the regulating device in a mechanical clock or watch.




11.
 
a predominating weight or amount; the majority




•
 


the balance of

 opinion was that work was more important than leisure.










12.
 
a figure representing the difference between credits and debits in an account; the amount of money held in an account




•
 
he accumulated a healthy balance with the savings bank.










13.
 
the difference between an amount due and an amount paid




•
 
unpaid credit-card balances.










14.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an amount left over.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep or put (something) in a steady position so that it does not fall




•
 
a mug that she 
balanced on

 her knee.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain in a steady position without falling




•
 
Richard 
balanced on

 the ball of one foot.










3.
 
offset or compare the value of (one thing) with another




•
 
the cost of obtaining such information needs to be 
balanced against

 its benefits.










4.
 
counteract, equal, or neutralize the weight or importance of




•
 
he 
balanced

 his radical remarks 
with

 more familiar declarations.










5.
 
establish equal or appropriate proportions of elements in




•
 
balancing work and family life.










6.
 
compare debits and credits in (an account), typically to ensure that they are equal




•
 
the law requires the council to 
balance its books

 each year.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an account) have credits and debits equal.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
balance of payments






the difference in total value between payments into and out of a country over a period.









2.
 
balance of power





a.
 
a situation in which nations of the world have roughly equal power.




b.
 
the power held by a small group when larger groups are of equal strength.









3.
 
balance of trade






the difference in value between a country's imports and exports.









4.
 
in the balance






uncertain; at a critical stage




•
 
his survival 
hung in the balance

 for days.















5.
 
on balance






with all things considered




•
 
but on balance he was pleased.















6.
 
strike a balance






choose a moderate course or compromise




•
 
she's decided to strike a balance between fashionable and accessible.


















IV.
 
derivatives





balancer

 
/ˈbalənsər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
balance

 (noun), 
balancer

 (verb), based on late Latin 
(libra) bilanx

 ‘(balance) having two scalepans,’ from 
bi-

 ‘twice, having two’ + 
lanx

 ‘scalepan.’






balance beam






noun



1.
 
a narrow horizontal bar raised off the floor, on which a gymnast balances while performing exercises.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the set of exercises performed on a balance beam.













balanced

 
/ˈbalənst/






adjective



1.
 
keeping or showing a balance; arranged in good proportions




•
 
she assembled a balanced team.










2.
 
taking everything into account; fairly judged or presented




•
 
accurate and balanced information.










3.
 
(especially of food) having different elements in the correct proportions




•
 
a healthy, balanced diet.










4.
 
(of a person or state of mind) having no emotion lacking or too strong; stable




•
 
a balanced personality.










5.
 
(of an electrical circuit or signal) being symmetrical with respect to a reference point, typically ground.













balance sheet

 
/ˈbaləns ˌSHēt/






noun




a statement of the assets, liabilities, and capital of a business or other organization at a particular point in time, detailing the balance of income and expenditure over the preceding period.













balance tab






noun




a tab on a control surface of an aircraft that reduces the amount of force needed to move the control surface by moving in the opposite direction.













balance wheel

 
/ˈbaləns ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




the regulating device in a watch or clock.













Balanchine, George

 
/ˌbalənˈCHēn, ˈbalənˌCHēn/






(1904–83), US ballet dancer and choreographer; born in Russia; born 
Georgi Melitonovich Balanchivadze

 . He was chief choreographer of Diaghilev's Ballets Russes during the 1920s, and in 1934 he cofounded the company that later became the New York City Ballet. Notable ballets: 
The Firebird

 (1949) and 
A Midsummer Night's Dream

 (1962).









balancing act

 
/ˈbalənsiNG akt/






noun




an action or activity that requires a delicate balance between different situations or requirements




•
 
our balancing act between working more to buy luxuries and having enough leisure to enjoy them.



















balas ruby

 
/ˈbaləs ˌro͞obē/





I.
 
noun




a spinel of a delicate rose-red variety.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
balais

 , from Arabic 
balaḵš

 , from Persian 
Badaḵšān

 , a district of Afghanistan, where it is found.





balata

 
/bəˈlädə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American tree that bears edible fruit and produces latex.

[Several species in the family 
Sapotaceae

 , in particular, 
Manilkara bidentata

 .]




2.
 
the dried sap of the balata tree used as a substitute for rubber.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Carib 
balatá

 .





Balaton, Lake

 
/ˈbôləˌtōn, ˈbäləˌtän/






a large shallow lake in west central Hungary, situated in a wine-producing and resort region south of the Bakony mountains.









balayage

 
/ˌbalāˈyäZH /

 
baliage
 , balliage





I.
 
noun




a technique for highlighting the hair in which the dye is painted on in such a way as to create a graduated, natural-looking effect




•
 
she specializes in balayage, color corrections, restyles, and extensions.

















– origin

 1970s: French, literally ‘sweeping,’ from 
balayer

 ‘to sweep.’





balboa

 
/balˈbōə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Panama, equal to 100 centésimos.











– origin

 named after Vasco Núñez de 
Balboa

 (see Balboa, Vasco Núñez de
 ).






Balboa, Vasco Núñez de

 
/balˈbōə/






(1475–1519), Spanish explorer. In 1513 he reached the western coast of the isthmus of Darien (Panama), thereby becoming the first European to see the eastern shores of the Pacific Ocean.









balbriggan

 
/balˈbriɡən/





I.
 
noun




a fine, unbleached knitted cotton fabric, used for stockings and underwear.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the town of 
Balbriggan

 in Ireland, where it was originally made.





Balcones Escarpment

 
/balˌkōnəs iˈskärpmənt/






the scarp marking the geologic fault that separates the plains of eastern Texas from highlands to the west. San Antonio, Austin, and Waco lie near or on it.









balcony

 
/ˈbalkənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a platform enclosed by a wall or balustrade on the outside of a building, with access from an upper-floor window or door.




2.
 
(
the balcony

 )
 — the upstairs seats in a theater, concert hall, or auditorium.








II.
 
derivatives





balconied

 
/ˈbalk(ə)nēd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
balcone

 , probably ultimately of Germanic origin.






bald

 
/bôld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a scalp wholly or partly lacking hair




•
 
he had a shiny bald head




•
 
he was starting to 
go bald

 .










2.
 
(of an animal) not covered by the usual fur, hair, or feathers




•
 
hedgehogs are born bald.










3.
 
(of a plant or an area of land) not covered by the usual leaves, bark, or vegetation




•
 
the bald trunks with their empty branches.










4.
 
(of a tire) having the tread worn away




•
 
my car had two bald tires.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — not having any extra detail or explanation; plain or blunt




•
 
the bald statement in the preceding paragraph requires amplification.














II.
 
derivatives





baldish






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from a base meaning ‘white patch,’ whence the archaic sense ‘marked or streaked with white.’





baldachin

 
/ˈbôldəkən /

 
baldaquin
 , baldacchino /bôldəˈkinō/






I.
 
noun




a ceremonial canopy of stone, metal, or fabric over an altar, throne, or doorway.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an embroidered material, woven with silk and gold thread): from Italian 
baldacchino

 , from 
Baldacco

 ‘Baghdad,’ place of origin of the original brocade.






bald cypress






noun




a deciduous North American conifer with exposed buttress roots and ball-shaped cones, typically growing in swamps and on water margins.

[
Taxodium distichum

 , family 
Taxodiaceae

 .]














bald eagle

 
/bôld ˈēɡəl/






noun




a white-headed North American eagle that includes fish among its prey. Now most common in Alaska, it is the national emblem of the US.

[
Haliaetus leucocephalus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]














Balder

 
/ˈbôldər /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







a son of Odin and god of the summer sun. He was invulnerable to all things except mistletoe, with which the god Loki, by a trick, induced the blind god Hödur to kill him.









balderdash

 
/ˈbôldərˌdaSH/





I.
 
noun




senseless talk or writing; nonsense




•
 
she dismissed talk of plots as “bunkum and balderdash.”

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a frothy liquid; later, an unappetizing mixture of drinks): of unknown origin.





bald-faced






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 shameless and undisguised; barefaced




•
 
a bald-faced lie.



















bald-headed






adjective




having a scalp wholly or partly lacking hair; bald




•
 
a big, bald-headed man.



















balding

 
/ˈbôldiNG/






adjective




going bald




•
 
a man in his late twenties, prematurely balding.



















baldly

 
/ˈbôldlē/






adverb




without any extra detail or explanation; plainly; bluntly




•
 
"I really needed the cash," she says baldly




•
 
it seems enough to state the facts baldly.



















baldness

 
/ˈbôldnəs/






noun



1.
 
the condition of having a scalp wholly or partly lacking hair




•
 
we cannot cure baldness, nor restore hair to denuded scalps




•
 
baldness ran in his family.










2.
 
speech without any extra detail or explanation; plainness; bluntness




•
 
the baldness of his comments on this subject.



















baldpate

 
/ˈbôldpāt/






noun




the American wigeon, in allusion to its white-crowned head.













baldric

 
/ˈbôldrik/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a belt for a sword or other piece of equipment, worn over one shoulder and reaching down to the opposite hip.











– origin

 Middle English 
baudry

 , from Old French 
baudre

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





Baldwin, Henry

 
/ˈbôldwin/






(1780–1844), US Supreme Court associate justice 1830–44. He also served in Congress as a representative from Pennsylvania 1817–22.









Baldwin, James






(1924–87), US writer and civil rights activist; full name 
James Arthur Baldwin

 . Notable works: novels 
Go Tell It on the Mountain

 (1953), 
Giovanni's Room

 (1956), and 
Another Country

 (1962); essay collections 
Nobody Knows My Name

 (1961) and 
The Price of a Ticket

 (1985).









Baldwin, Stanley






1st Earl Baldwin of Bewdley (1867–1947), British statesman; prime minister 1923–24, 1924–29, and 1935–37.









Baldwin Park






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 77,380 (est. 2008).









baldy

 
/ˈbôldē /

 
baldie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a baldheaded person.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 
(Irish)

 bald




•
 
a baldy head.



















bale1


 
/bāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bundle of paper, hay, cotton, etc., tightly wrapped and bound with cords or hoops




•
 
the fire destroyed 500 
bales of

 hay.










2.
 
the quantity in a bale as a measure, especially 500 pounds of cotton.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) into bales




•
 
they baled a lot of good hay




•
 (as 
noun

 
baling

 )
 
most baling and field work have been finished.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch, from Old French; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to ball
 1
 .






bale2


 
/bāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 evil considered as a destructive force.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 evil suffered; physical torment or mental suffering.











– origin

 Old English 
balu

 , 
bealu

 , of Germanic origin.






Bâle

 
/bäl/






French name for Basle
 .









Balearic Islands

 
/balēˌerik ˈīləndz /

 
the Balearics






a group of four large and seven small islands in the Mediterranean off the eastern coast of Spain that form an autonomous region of Spain; capital, Palma (on the island of Majorca).










baleen

 
/bəˈlēn/





I.
 
noun




whalebone.











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting a whale): from Old French 
baleine

 , from Latin 
balaena

 ‘whale.’






baleen whale






noun




a whale that has plates of whalebone in the mouth for straining plankton from the water. Baleen whales include the rorquals, humpback, right whales, and gray whale.

Also called whalebone whale
 . [Suborder 
Mysticeti

 , order 
Cetacea

 : three families and ten species.]













balefire

 
/ˈbālˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a large open-air fire; a bonfire.











– origin

 Old English (recorded in poetry), from obsolete 
bale

 ‘great fire’ + fire
 .





baleful

 
/ˈbālfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
threatening harm; menacing




•
 
Bill shot a baleful glance in her direction




•
 
the baleful light cast trembling shadows.










2.
 
having a harmful or destructive effect




•
 
drug money has had a baleful impact on the country.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
balefully

 
/ˈbālfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
balefulness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bealufull

 (see bale
 2
 , -ful
 ).





Balenciaga, Cristóbal

 
/ˌbälensēˈäɡə, ˌbälenˈTHyäɡə/






(1895–1972), Spanish couturier. In the 1950s he contributed to the move away from the tight-waisted New Look originated by Christian Dior to a looser, semifitted style.









baler

 
/ˈbālər/






noun




a machine for making paper, hay, or cotton into bales.













Balfour, Arthur James

 
/ˈbalˌfôr/






1st Earl of Balfour (1848–1930), British statesman; prime minister 1902–05. In 1917, as foreign secretary, he issued the Balfour Declaration that favored a Jewish national home in Palestine.










Bali

 
/ˈbälē/






a mountainous island in Indonesia, east of Java; chief city, Denpasar; pop. 3,470,700 (est. 2009). It is noted for its beauty and the richness of its culture.









Balinese

 
/ˌbäləˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Bali or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Bali.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of Bali.











– origin

 from Bali
 , on the pattern of Dutch 
Balinees

 .






balk

 
/bôk /

 


‹Brit.›

 baulk





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hesitate or be unwilling to accept an idea or undertaking




•
 
any gardener will at first 
balk at

 enclosing the garden.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — thwart or hinder (a plan or person)




•
 
the utmost of his influence will be invoked to balk the law.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
balk someone of

 )
 — prevent a person or animal from having (something)




•
 
the lions, fearing to be balked of their prey.










4.
 
(of a horse) refuse to go on.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 miss or refuse (a chance or invitation).




6.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitcher) make an illegal motion, penalized by an advance of the base runners




•
 
the rookie balked and permitted Robinson to score.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 an illegal motion made by a pitcher that may deceive a base runner.




2.
 
a roughly squared timber beam.




3.
 
any area on a pool or billiard table in which play is restricted in some way.




4.
 
a ridge left unplowed between furrows.











– origin

 late Old English 
balc

 , from Old Norse 
bálkr

 ‘partition.’ The original use was ‘unplowed ridge,’ in late Middle English ‘land left unplowed by mistake,’ hence ‘blunder, omission’ (giving rise to the verb sense ‘miss (a chance)’). A late Middle English sense ‘obstacle’ gave rise to the verb senses ‘hesitate’ and ‘hinder.’





Balkan

 
/ˈbälk(ə)n/






adjective




relating to the Balkan Mountains or to the countries occupying the part of SE Europe lying south of the Danube and Sava Rivers




•
 
films from the Balkan countries




•
 
a Balkan state.



















Balkanize

 
/ˈbôlkəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (a region or body) into smaller mutually hostile states or groups.








II.
 
derivatives





Balkanization

 
/ˌbôlkəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from 
Balkan

 Peninsula (where this was done in the late 19th and early 20th cent.) + -ize
 .





Balkans

 
/ˈbôlkənz/





I.
 
(also 
Balkan Mountains

 )
 — a range of mountains stretching east across Bulgaria from the Serbian frontier to the Black Sea. The highest point is Botev Peak (7,793 feet; 2,375 m).




II.
 
the countries occupying the part of southeastern Europe that lies south of the Danube and Sava rivers and forms a peninsula bounded by the Adriatic and Ionian seas in the west, the Aegean and Black seas in the east, and the Mediterranean Sea in the south.









Balkan Wars

 
/ˌbôlkən ˈwôrz/





I.
 
two wars of 1912–13 that were fought over the last European territories of the Ottoman Empire.





In 1912 Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece, and Montenegro forced Turkey to give up Albania and Macedonia, leaving the area around Constantinople (Istanbul) as the only Ottoman territory in Europe. The following year Bulgaria disputed with Serbia, Greece, and Romania for possession of Macedonia, which was partitioned between Greece and Serbia.





balkline

 
/ˈbôkˌlīn /

 
balk line






noun




a line on a billiard table marking off an area in which play is restricted.













balky

 
/ˈbôkē /

 


‹Brit.›

 baulky






adjective






(chiefly US)

 reluctant; uncooperative




•
 
he was trying to get his balky horse to move.




















ball1


 
/bôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid or hollow sphere or ovoid, especially one that is kicked, thrown, or hit in a game




•
 
a soccer ball.










2.
 
a ball-shaped object




•
 
a 
ball of

 wool




•
 
he crushed the card into a ball.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a solid nonexplosive missile for a firearm.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a game played with a ball, especially baseball




•
 
kids have been playing ball in that lot for almost a hundred years.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitch delivered outside the strike zone that the batter does not attempt to hit




•
 
the umpire called it a ball.










6.
 


[Sports]

 a pass of a ball from one player to another




•
 
Whelan sent a long ball to Goddard.










7.
 
(in full 
the ball of the foot

 )
 — the rounded protuberant part of the foot at the base of the big toe.




8.
 
(in full 
the ball of the thumb

 )
 — the rounded protuberant part of the hand at the base of the thumb.




9.
 
(
balls

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 testicles.




10.
 
courage or nerve.




11.
 
nonsense; rubbish (often said to express strong disagreement).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
ball up

 )
 — squeeze or form (something) into a rounded shape




•
 
Robert 
balled up

 his napkin and threw it onto his plate.










2.
 
clench or screw up (one's fist) tightly




•
 
she balled her fist so that the nails dug into her palms.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a round shape




•
 
the fishing nets eventually 
ball up

 and sink.










4.
 
wrap the rootball of (a tree or shrub) in burlap to protect it during transportation.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
balled up






entangled; confused




•
 
I got slightly balled up in my facts.















2.
 
the ball is in your court






it is up to you to make the next move.









3.
 
a ball of fire






a person full of energy and enthusiasm.









4.
 
keep the ball rolling






maintain the momentum of an activity.









5.
 
keep one's eye on (or take one's eye off) the ball






keep (or fail to keep) one's attention focused on the matter in hand.









6.
 
on the ball





a.
 
alert to new ideas, methods, and trends




•
 
maintaining contact with customers keeps me on the ball.










b.
 
indicating competence, alertness, or intelligence




•
 
a woman like that, with so much on the ball.















7.
 
play ball





a.
 
play a ball game such as baseball




•
 
we noticed some youngsters playing ball in a vacant lot.










b.
 


‹informal›

 work willingly with others; cooperate




•
 
if his lawyers won't play ball, there's nothing we can do.










c.
 


[Baseball]

 the umpire's command to begin or resume play.









8.
 
start (or get or set) the ball rolling






set an activity in motion; make a start




•
 
to start the ball rolling, the government was asked to contribute a million dollars to the fund.















9.
 
the whole ball of wax








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 everything.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs



balls) something up ">
ball ( balls) something up






bungle something.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
bǫllr

 , of Germanic origin.






ball2


 
/bôl/





I.
 
noun




a formal social gathering for dancing




•
 
the social season was highlighted by debutante balls




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a ball gown.














II.
 
phrases





have a ball








‹informal›

 enjoy oneself greatly; have a lot of fun




•
 
I had a ball on my fortieth birthday.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
bal

 ‘a dance,’ from late Latin 
ballare

 ‘to dance’; related to Greek 
ballizein

 ‘to dance’ (also 
ballein

 ‘to throw’).





-ball






combining form






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used in various derogatory terms as an intensifier




•
 
sleazeball




•
 
goofball.



















Ball, John

 
/bôl/






(died 1381), English rebel. He was a priest who preached egalitarianism. Following the Peasants' Revolt, he was hanged as a traitor.









Ball, Lucille






(1911–89), US comedienne known in particular for the popular television series 
I Love Lucy

 (1951–55); full name 
Lucille Désirée Ball

 . Notable movies: 
Stage Door

 (1937), 
Sorrowful Jones

 (1949), and 
Yours, Mine, and Ours

 (1968).










ballad

 
/ˈbaləd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poem or song narrating a story in short stanzas. Traditional ballads are typically of unknown authorship, having been passed on orally from one generation to the next as part of the folk culture.




2.
 
a slow sentimental or romantic song.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a light, simple song): from Old French 
balade

 , from Provençal 
balada

 ‘dance, song to dance to,’ from 
balar

 ‘to dance,’ from late Latin 
ballare

 (see ball
 2
 ). The sense ‘narrative poem’ dates from the mid 18th cent.





ballade

 
/bəˈläd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poem normally composed of three stanzas and an envoi. The last line of the opening stanza is used as a refrain, and the same rhymes, strictly limited in number, recur throughout.




2.
 
a short, lyrical piece of music, especially one for piano.











– origin

 late Middle English: earlier spelling and pronunciation of ballad
 .





balladeer

 
/ˌbaləˈdir/






noun




a singer or composer of ballads.













ballad opera






noun




a theatrical entertainment popular in early 18th-century England, taking the form of a satirical play interspersed with traditional or operatic songs. The best-known example is John Gay's 
The Beggar's Opera

 (1728).













balladry

 
/ˈbalədrē/






noun



1.
 
ballads collectively.




2.
 
the art of writing or performing ballads.













ballad stanza






noun






[Prosody]

 a four-line stanza in iambic meter in which the first and third unrhymed lines have four metrical feet and the second and fourth rhyming lines have three metrical feet.













ball and chain

 
/ˌbôl (ə)n ˈCHān/






noun



1.
 
a heavy metal ball secured by a chain to the leg of a prisoner to prevent escape.




2.
 
a crippling encumbrance




•
 
the ball and chain of debt.



















ball-and-socket joint






noun




a natural or manufactured joint or coupling, such as the hip joint, in which a partially spherical end lies in a socket, allowing multidirectional movement and rotation.













Ballard, J. G.

 
/ˈbalərd/






(1930–2009), British novelist and short-story writer; full name 
James Graham Ballard

 . Notable works: 
The Drowned World

 (1962), 
Crash

 (1973), and 
Empire of the Sun

 (1984).









ballast

 
/ˈbaləst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
heavy material, such as gravel, sand, iron, or lead, placed low in a vessel to improve its stability.




2.
 
heavy material carried in an airship or on a hot-air balloon to stabilize it, and jettisoned when greater altitude is required.




3.
 
something that gives stability or substance




•
 
the film is an entertaining comedy with some serious ideas thrown in for ballast.










4.
 
gravel or coarse stone used to form the bed of a railroad track or road.




5.
 
a mixture of coarse and fine aggregate for making concrete.




6.
 
a passive component used in an electric circuit to moderate changes in current.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be ballasted

 )


1.
 
give stability to (a ship) by putting a heavy substance in its bilge




•
 
the vessel has been ballasted to give the necessary floating stability.










2.
 
form (the bed of a railroad line or road) with gravel or coarse stone.








III.
 
phrases





in ballast






(of a ship) laden only with ballast.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably of Low German or Scandinavian origin.





ball bearing

 
/bôl ˈberiNG/






noun



1.
 
a bearing between a wheel and a fixed axle, in which the rotating part and the stationary part are separated by a ring of small solid metal balls that reduce friction.




2.
 
a metal ball used in a ball bearing.













ball boy






noun




a boy who retrieves balls that go out of play during a game such as tennis or baseball, and who supplies players or umpires with new balls.













ball-breaker

 
/bôl ˈbrākər /

 
ball-buster





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a tough disciplinarian or taskmaster




•
 
to be one of the world's best chefs, you have to be a ball-breaker.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a dominating or threatening woman who destroys a man's self-confidence.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a demanding and punishing task or situation




•
 
the early stretch of the race is the ball-breaker.














II.
 
derivatives





ball-breaking






adjective





















ballcarrier

 
/ˈbôlˌkerēər/






noun






[Football]

 a player in possession of the ball and attempting to advance it.














ballcock

 
/ˈbôlkäk/






noun




a valve that automatically fills a tank after liquid has been drawn from it. Used, for example, in a flush toilet, a ballcock has a float on the end of a pivoting arm that opens the valve when the arm drops.













baller

 
/ˈbôlər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or device that makes or forms something into balls




•
 
a melon baller.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a player of a ball game, especially a talented basketball player




•
 
he's a baller who will take an open shot or create one.










3.
 
a successful person, typically one who has a lavish or self-indulgent lifestyle




•
 
who doesn't feel like a baller sipping whiskey out of a personalized glass?














II.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 extremely good or impressive; excellent




•
 
he must have some pretty baller pick-up lines to be reeling in all those ladies




•
 
this place is baller!



















ballerina

 
/ˌbaləˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female ballet dancer.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a ballet shoe




•
 
wear ballerina pumps with a pretty day dress for a perfect spring/summer look.




•
 
New Yorkers walk a lot, so ballerinas make sense.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, feminine of 
ballerino

 ‘dancing master,’ from 
ballare

 ‘to dance,’ from late Latin.





Ballesteros, Severiano

 
/ˌbīyəˈstārōs, ˌbäləˈste(ə)rōs/






(1957–2011), Spanish golfer; full name 
Severiano Ballesteros Sota

 ; known as 
Seve Ballesteros

 . In 1979, he became the youngest player in the 20th century to win the British Open, and he won it again in 1984 and 1988. In 1980, he was the youngest-ever and the second European to win the US Masters; he won it again in 1983. He holds the record for most European Tour wins (50).










ballet

 
/baˈlā ˈbalā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artistic dance form performed to music using precise and highly formalized set steps and gestures. Classical ballet, which originated in Renaissance Italy and established its present form during the 19th century, is characterized by light, graceful, fluid movements and the use of pointe shoes.




2.
 
a creative work or performance of ballet, or the music written for it.




3.
 
a group of dancers who regularly perform ballets




•
 
the New York City Ballet.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
balletto

 , diminutive of 
ballo

 ‘a dance,’ from late Latin 
ballare

 ‘to dance’ (see ball
 2
 ).





balletic

 
/baˈledik bəˈledik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of ballet




•
 
a graceful, balletic movement.














II.
 
derivatives





balletically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















ballet master

 
/baˈlā ˈmastər/






noun




a person employed by a ballet company to teach and rehearse dancers.













balletomane

 
/baˈledəˌmān/





I.
 
noun




a ballet enthusiast.








II.
 
derivatives





balletomania

 
/-ˌletəˈmānēə /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from ballet
 + Greek 
manēs

 ‘mad.’





ballet shoe

 
ballet pump
 , ballet flat






noun




a light, round-toed shoe with very flat heels for women or girls, resembling the type worn by ballet dancers.













Ballets Russes

 
/ˌbalā ˈro͞os/





I.
 
a ballet company formed in Paris in 1909 by Sergei Diaghilev.





The company presented a unified whole encompassing music, dance, decor, and costume: music was commissioned from the composers Stravinsky, Satie, and Rimsky-Korsakov, while Picasso and Jean Cocteau designed sets. The company's choreographers and dancers included Michel Fokine, Anna Pavlova, Vaslav Nijinsky, and George Balanchine. It was responsible for reviving ballet as an art form in western Europe.





ball float






noun




the spherical float attached to the pivoting arm of the ballcock in a toilet tank.













ball game

 
/ˈbôl ˌɡām/






noun



1.
 
a game played with a ball.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a baseball game




•
 
I took the afternoon off and went to a ball game.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a particular situation, especially one that is completely different from the previous situation




•
 
making the film was 
a whole new ball game

 for her.



















ball girl






noun




a girl who retrieves balls that go out of play during a game such as tennis or baseball, and who supplies players or umpires with new balls.













ballgown

 
/ˈbôlˌɡoun/






noun




a woman's elaborate full-length dress suitable for wearing to balls and similar social gatherings.













ballhawk

 
/ˈbôlˌhôk/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a skilled ball player, in particular a football or basketball player adept at stealing or intercepting the ball or an outfielder in baseball skilled at catching fly balls.








II.
 
derivatives





ballhawking






noun





















ball hockey






noun






(Canadian)

 a form of hockey played in a gymnasium or arena, or on any outdoor surface without ice, using a hard plastic ball in place of a puck




•
 
I remember playing ball hockey with friends




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
The youngsters set up a ball hockey game in a parking lot.




















ballista

 
/bəˈlistə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a catapult used in ancient warfare for hurling large stones.




2.
 
a large crossbow for firing a spear.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin, based on Greek 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





ballistic

 
/bəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to projectiles or their flight.




2.
 
moving under the force of gravity only.








II.
 
phrases





go ballistic








‹informal›

 fly into a rage.












III.
 
derivatives





ballistically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from ballista
 + -ic
 .






ballistic missile

 
/bəˈlistik ˈmisəl/






noun




a missile with a high, arching trajectory, that is initially powered and guided but falls under gravity onto its target.

Compare with guided
 .













ballistics

 
/bəˈlistiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of projectiles and firearms.




2.
 
the study of the effects of being fired on a bullet, cartridge, or gun.













ballistocardiogram

 
/bəˌlistōˈkärdēəˌɡram/






noun




a record made by a ballistocardiograph.













ballistocardiograph

 
/bəˌlistōˈkärdēəˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument for recording the movements of the body caused by ejection of blood from the heart at each beat.













ball lightning

 
/bôl ˈlītniNG/






noun




a rare and little known kind of lightning having the form of a moving globe of light several centimeters across that persists for periods of up to a minute.













ballon

 
/bəˈlôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in dancing) the ability to appear effortlessly suspended while performing movements during a jump.




2.
 
variant spelling of balloon
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 French, from Italian 
ballone

 , from 
balla

 ‘ball.’





ballonet

 
/ˌbaləˈnā /

 
ballonnet





I.
 
noun




a separate gas- or air-filled compartment within the main envelope of a balloon or airship, designed for the maintenance or adjustment of the envelope's shape, buoyancy, or orientation.











– origin

 French.





balloon

 
/bəˈlo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brightly colored rubber sac inflated with air and then sealed at the neck, used as a children's toy or a decoration.




2.
 
(also 
hot-air balloon

 )
 — a large bag filled with hot air or gas to make it rise in the air, typically carrying a basket for passengers




•
 
he set his sights on crossing the Pacific 
by balloon

 .










3.
 
a rounded outline in which the words or thoughts of characters in a comic strip or cartoon are written.




4.
 
(also 
balloon glass

 )
 — a large rounded drinking glass, used for brandy and other drinks.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swell out in a spherical shape; billow




•
 
the trousers 
ballooned out

 below his waist




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the wind ballooned her sleeves.










2.
 
(of an amount of money) increase rapidly




•
 
the company's debt has ballooned in the last five years




•
 (as 
adj.

 
ballooning

 )
 
ballooning government spending.










3.
 
(of a person) increase rapidly and dramatically in weight




•
 
I had ballooned on the school's starchy diet.










4.
 
travel by hot-air balloon




•
 
he is famous for ballooning across oceans.














III.
 
adjective




resembling a balloon; puffed




•
 
a flouncy balloon curtain.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a game played with a large inflated leather ball): from French 
ballon

 or Italian 
ballone

 ‘large ball.’






balloon angioplasty

 
/bəˈlo͞on ˈanjēəˌplastē/






noun






[Medicine]

 surgical widening of a blocked or narrowed blood vessel, especially a coronary artery, by means of a balloon catheter.













balloon catheter






noun






[Medicine]

 a type of catheter incorporating a small balloon that may be introduced into a canal, duct, or blood vessel and then inflated in order to clear an obstruction or dilate a narrowed region.













ballooning

 
/bəˈlo͞oniNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or pastime of flying in a balloon.








II.
 
derivatives





balloonist

 
/bəˈlo͞onəst /






noun





















balloon mortgage






noun




a mortgage in which a large portion of the borrowed principal is repaid in a single payment at the end of the loan period.













balloon payment






noun




a repayment of the outstanding principal sum made at the end of a loan period, interest only having been paid hitherto.













balloon tire





I.
 
noun




a large tire containing air at low pressure.








II.
 
derivatives





balloon-tired






adjective





















balloon vine






noun




a tropical American vine with inflated balloonlike pods.

[
Cardiospermum halicacabum

 , family 
Sapiondaceae

 .]













ballot

 
/ˈbalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a process of voting, in writing and typically in secret




•
 
next year's primary ballot




•
 
the commissioners were elected 
by ballot

 .










2.
 
(
the ballot

 )
 — the total number of votes cast in a ballot




•
 
he won 54 percent of the ballot.










3.
 
the piece of paper used to record someone's vote.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an organization) elicit a secret vote from (members) on a particular issue




•
 
the union is preparing to ballot its members on the same issue.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cast one's vote on a particular issue




•
 
ambulance crews balloted unanimously to reject the deal.










3.
 
decide the allocation of (something) to applicants by drawing lots.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a small colored ball placed in a container to register a vote): from Italian 
ballotta

 , diminutive of 
balla

 (see ball
 1
 ).





ballot box

 
/ˈbalət ˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a sealed box into which voters put completed ballots.




2.
 
(
the ballot box

 )
 — democratic principles and methods




•
 
the proper remedy was the ballot box and not the court.



















ballotin

 
/ˈbälətən/





I.
 
noun




a decorative cardboard box, slightly larger at the top and with broad flaps, in which chocolates are sold.











– origin

 French, from 
ballot

 ‘a small package of goods.’





ballottine

 
/ˈbaləˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a dish of meat, poultry, or fish that is stuffed and rolled.











– origin

 French.





ballpark

 
/ˈbôlˌpärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a baseball stadium or field.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a particular area or range




•
 
we can make a pretty good guess that this figure's in the ballpark.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of prices or costs) approximate; rough




•
 
the 
ballpark figure

 is $400–500.



















ball-peen hammer






noun




a hammer with a rounded end opposite the face.













ballplayer

 
/ˈbôlˌplāər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a baseball player.













ballpoint

 
/ˈbôlˌpoint /

 
ballpoint pen






noun




a pen with a tiny ball as its writing point. The ball transfers ink from a cartridge to the paper.













ball race






noun




either of the ring-shaped components of a ball bearing that have grooves in which the balls run.













ballroom

 
/ˈbôlˌro͞om ˈbôlˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
a large room used for dancing.




2.
 
ballroom dancing




•
 
the number of people learning ballroom has doubled in the last two years.



















ballroom dancing





I.
 
noun




formal social dancing in couples, popular as a recreation and also as a competitive activity. The ballroom dance repertoire includes dances developed from old European folk dances such as the waltz, Latin American dances such as the tango, rumba, and cha-cha, and dances of 20th-century origin such as the foxtrot and quickstep.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ballroom dance






noun













2.
 
ballroom dancer






noun





















ball-shaped






adjective




spherical like a ball




•
 
a wheelbarrow with a ball-shaped wheel for added stability.



















balls-up

 
/ˈbôlzəp/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a bungled or badly carried out task or action; a mess.













ballsy

 
/ˈbôlzē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 tough and courageous




•
 
a cool, ballsy woman who could not be intimidated.














II.
 
derivatives





ballsiness






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from ball
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun) + -y
 1
 .






ball valve

 
/ˈbôl ˌvalv/






noun



1.
 
a one-way valve that is opened and closed by pressure on a ball that fits into a cup-shaped opening.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for ballcock
 .













ballyhoo

 
/ˈbalēˌho͞o /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




extravagant publicity or fuss




•
 
after all the ballyhoo, the film was a flop.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 praise or publicize extravagantly


(as 
adj.

 
ballyhooed

 )


•
 
a much-ballyhooed musical extravaganza.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: American coinage of unknown origin.






balm

 
/bä(l)m/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fragrant ointment or preparation used to heal or soothe the skin.




2.
 
something that has a comforting, soothing, or restorative effect




•
 
the murmur of the water can provide balm for troubled spirits.










3.
 
a tree that yields a fragrant resinous substance, typically one used in medicine.

[Species in several families, in particular those of the genus 
Commiphora

 (family 
Burseraceae

 ).]




4.
 
the resinous substance yielded by a balm.




5.
 
(also 
lemon balm

 or 
sweet balm

 )
 — a bushy herb of the mint family, with leaves smelling and tasting of lemon.

[
Melissa officinalis

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




6.
 
used in names of other aromatic herbs of the mint family, e.g., 
bee balm

 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘preparation for embalming, fragrant resinous substance’): from Old French 
basme

 , from Latin 
balsamum

 (see balsam
 ).





balmacaan

 
/ˌbalməˈkan, -ˈkän/






noun




a loose overcoat with raglan sleeves.













Balmer series

 
/ˈbämər ˌsirēz /

 

‹Physics›







a series of lines in the visible and ultraviolet spectrum of atomic hydrogen, between 656 and 365 nanometers.









balm of Gilead

 
/ˌbä(l)m əv ˈɡilēəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fragrant medicinal resin obtained from certain kinds of tree.




2.
 
a tree that yields a fragrant medicinal resin, in particular

[● an Arabian tree traditionally of importance in medicine and perfumery (
Commiphora gileadensis

 , family 
Burseraceae

 ). ● either of two poplars with sticky aromatic buds (
Populus

 × 
gileadensis

 and the balsam poplar, family 
Salicaceae

 ). ● the balsam fir.]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: 
balm

 from a translation in Coverdale's Bible (Gen. 37:25), rendered ‘resin’ in the Vulgate; 
Gilead

 from the assumption that this resin is the substance mentioned in the Bible as coming from Gilead.





balmoral

 
/ˌbalˈmôrəl /

 
Balmoral





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of brimless round cocked hat with a cockade or ribbons attached, worn by certain Scottish regiments.




2.
 
a heavy laced leather walking boot.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Balmoral Castle
 in Scotland.






Balmoral Castle






a vacation residence of the British royal family, on the Dee River in Scotland.









balmy

 
/ˈbä(l)mē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the weather) pleasantly warm




•
 
the balmy days of late summer.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 extremely foolish; eccentric




•
 
this is a balmy decision.










3.
 
mad; crazy




•
 
I think he's 
gone balmy

 again.














II.
 
derivatives





balminess

 
/ˈbä(l)mēnəs /






noun





















balneology

 
/ˌbalnēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of therapeutic bathing and medicinal springs.




2.
 
another term for balneotherapy
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
balneological

 
/-nēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
balneologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
balneum

 ‘bath’ + -logy
 .






balneotherapy

 
/ˌbalnēōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of disease by bathing in mineral springs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
balneum

 ‘bath’ + therapy
 .






baloney

 
/bəˈlōnē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 foolish or deceptive talk; nonsense




•
 
typical salesman's baloney.







[corruption of bologna
 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 variant of bologna
 .













Balqash, Lake

 
/bälˈkäSH, balˈkaSH /

 
Balkhash






a shallow salt lake in Kazakhstan.









balsa

 
/ˈbôlsə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
balsa wood

 )
 — a very lightweight wood used in particular for making models and rafts.




2.
 
the fast-growing tropical American tree from which this wood is obtained.

[
Ochroma lagopus

 , family 
Bombacaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a kind of South American raft or fishing boat): from Spanish, ‘raft.’






balsam

 
/ˈbôlsəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic resinous substance, such as balm, exuded by various trees and shrubs and used as a base for certain fragrances and medical and cosmetic preparations.




2.
 
a tree or shrub that yields balsam.




3.
 
a herbaceous plant cultivated for its flowers, which are typically pink or purple and carried high on the stem.

[Genus 
Impatiens

 , family 
Balsaminaceae

 : several species, including 
garden balsam

 (
I. balsamina

 ) and 
Himalayan balsam

 (
I. glandulifera

 ), which is naturalized in Europe and North America, sometimes to the detriment of the native flora.]











– origin

 Old English, via Latin from Greek 
balsamon

 .





balsam fir

 
/ˈbôlsəm fər/






noun




a North American fir tree that yields Canada balsam.

[
Abies balsamea

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













balsamic

 
/bôlˈsamik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of or yielding balsam




•
 
balsamic resins.










2.
 
relating to balsamic vinegar




•
 
a balsamic dressing on the side.














II.
 
noun




short for balsamic vinegar
 :




•
 
grilled vegetables with balsamic.




















balsamic vinegar






noun




dark, sweet Italian vinegar that has been matured in wooden barrels.














balsam poplar






noun




a North American poplar tree that yields balsam.

[
Populus balsamifera

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]













Balsas, Rio

 
/ˌrēō ˈbôlsəs/






a river that flows 450 miles (725 km) through central Mexico, through Puebla, Guerrero, and Michoacán states, into the Pacific Ocean.









Balt

 
/bôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a speaker of a Baltic language; a Lithuanian or Latvian.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of one of the Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a German-speaking inhabitant of any of the Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Balts.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin 
Balthae

 ‘dwellers near the Baltic Sea.’





Balthasar

 
/balˈTHāzər /

 
Balthazar






one of the three Magi.









balthazar

 
/balˈTHāzər/





I.
 
noun




a very large wine bottle, with a capacity of 12 liters, equivalent to that of 16 ordinary wine bottles.











– origin

 1930s: from 
Balthazar

 , the name of the King of Babylon, who “made a great feast…and drank wine before a thousand” (Dan. 5:1).





Baltic

 
/ˈbôltik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Baltic Sea or the region surrounding it.




2.
 
denoting, belonging to, or relating to a branch of the Indo-European family of languages consisting of Lithuanian, Latvian, and Old Prussian.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Baltic

 )
 — the Baltic Sea or the Baltic States.




2.
 
the Baltic languages collectively.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Balticus

 , from late Latin 
Balthae

 ‘dwellers near the Baltic Sea.’





Baltic Sea






a sea in northern Europe. Almost landlocked, it is linked with the North Sea by Kattegat Strait and the Øresund Channel.









Baltic States

 
/ˈbôltik stāts/





I.
 
the independent republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.




II.
 
the ten members of the Council of Baltic States established in 1992: Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia, and Sweden.









Baltimore

 
/ˈbôltəmôr/





I.
 
a seaport in northern Maryland, the largest city in Maryland, on Chesapeake Bay; pop. 636,919 (est. 2008).







– origin

 named after George Calvert, the first Baron 
Baltimore

 (
c.

 1580–1632), who in 1632 obtained a grant of land for the colony that later became Maryland.





Baltimore County






a county in north central Maryland that surrounds but does not include the city of Baltimore; pop. 785,618 (est. 2008). Towson is its seat.










Baltistan

 
/ˌbôltəˈstan, ˌbôltəˈstän/






a region of the Karakoram range of the Himalayas, to the south of K2 peak.

Also called Little Tibet
 .









Balto-Slavic

 
/ˌbôltōˈslävik/





I.
 
noun




a branch of the Indo-European language family that includes the Baltic and Slavic languages.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Balto-Slavic.













Baluchi

 
/bəˈlo͞oCHē /

 
Baluch





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Baluchistan.




2.
 
the Iranian language of Baluchistan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Baluchi or their language.











– origin

 from Persian 
Balūč(ī

 ).





Baluchistan

 
/bəˈlo͞oCHiˌstan, -stän/





I.
 
a mountainous region of western Asia that includes part of southeastern Iran, southwestern Afghanistan, and western Pakistan.




II.
 
a province of western Pakistan; capital, Quetta.










baluster

 
/ˈbaləstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short pillar or column, typically decorative in design, in a series supporting a rail or coping.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a furniture leg or other decorative item) having the form of a baluster.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
balustre

 , from Italian 
balaustro

 , from 
balaust(r)a

 ‘wild pomegranate flower’ (via Latin from Greek 
balaustion

 ), so named because part of the pillar resembles the curving calyx tube of the flower.





balustrade

 
/baləˈstrād/





I.
 
noun




a railing supported by balusters, especially an ornamental parapet on a balcony, bridge, or terrace.








II.
 
derivatives





balustraded

 
/ˈbaləˌstrādəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from 
balustre

 (see baluster
 ).





Balzac, Honoré de

 
/ˈbôlˌzak, ˈbal-/





I.
 
(1799–1850), French novelist; chiefly remembered for his series of ninety-one interconnected novels and stories known collectively as 
La Comédie humaine

 .




II.
 
derivatives





Balzacian

 
/bôlˈzakēən, bal- /






adjective






















bam

 
/bam/





I.
 
exclamation




used to imitate the sound of a hard blow or to convey the abruptness of an occurrence




•
 
he'll have to make a dash for it, and when he does, bam, he's dead.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





Bamako

 
/bäməˈkō baməˈkō/






the capital of Mali, in the south part of the country, on the Niger River; pop. 1,728,400 (est. 2009).









Bambara

 
/bämˈbärə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people living chiefly in Mali.




2.
 
the language of the Bambara, belonging to the Mande group.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Bambara or their language.













bambino

 
/bamˈbēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹often humorous›

 a baby or young child.




2.
 


‹often humorous›

 an image of the infant Jesus.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian, diminutive of 
bambo

 ‘silly.’





bamboo

 
/bamˈbo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a giant woody grass that grows chiefly in the tropics, where it is widely cultivated.

[
Bambusa

 and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 .]




2.
 
the hollow jointed stem of the bamboo plant, used as a cane or to make furniture and implements


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bamboo serving tray.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
bamboes

 , based on Malay 
mambu

 .





bamboo curtain





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the Bamboo Curtain

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a political and economic barrier between China and noncommunist countries.











– origin

 1940s: after Iron Curtain
 .





bamboo shoot

 
/ˈˌbamˈbo͞o SHo͞ot/






noun




a young shoot of bamboo, eaten as a vegetable.













bamboozle

 
/bamˈbo͞ozəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 fool or cheat (someone)




•
 
Tom Sawyer bamboozled the neighborhood boys into doing it for him.










2.
 


‹informal›

 confound or perplex




•
 
bamboozled by the number of savings plans being offered.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





bamboozlement

 
/bamˈbo͞ozəlmənt/






noun






‹informal›

 a state of deception or mystification




•
 
wave after wave of bamboozlement is in store as these stories unfold.



















BAME






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 black, Asian, and minority ethnic (used to refer to members of nonwhite communities in the UK)




•
 
about 26 percent of local government employees are from BAME backgrounds.



















bammy

 
/ˈbamē /

 
bammie





I.
 
noun




(in the West Indies) a flat roll or pancake made from cassava flour.











– origin

 probably from a West African language.






ban1


 
/ban/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially or legally prohibit




•
 
he was 
banned from

 driving for a year




•
 
a proposal to ban all trade in ivory.










2.
 
officially exclude (someone) from a place




•
 
he once was banned from a casino in Reno.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an official or legal prohibition




•
 
a proposed 
ban on

 cigarette advertising




•
 
a three-year driving ban.










2.
 
an official exclusion of a person from an organization, country, or activity




•
 
a proposed 
ban on

 foreign correspondents was condemned by international leaders.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a curse.











– origin

 Old English 
bannan

 ‘summon by a public proclamation,’ of Germanic origin, reinforced by Old Norse 
banna

 ‘curse, prohibit’; the noun is partly from Old French 
ban

 ‘proclamation, summons, banishment.’






ban2


 
/ban/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Romania, equal to one hundredth of a leu.











– origin

 Romanian.






Banaba

 
/bəˈnäbə, -ˈnabə/






an island in the western Pacific, just south of the equator to the west of the Gilbert Islands. Formerly within the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, it has been part of Kiribati since 1979.

Also called Ocean Island
 .









banal

 
/bəˈnäl bəˈnal/





I.
 
adjective




so lacking in originality as to be obvious and boring




•
 
songs with banal, repeated words.














II.
 
derivatives





banally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally relating to feudal service in the sense ‘compulsory,’ hence ‘common to all’): from French, from 
ban

 ‘a proclamation or call to arms’; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to ban
 1
 .





banality

 
/bəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the fact or condition of being banal; unoriginality




•
 
there is an essential banality to the story he tells.










2.
 
something that is banal




•
 
the banalities of contemporary celebrity culture.



















banana

 
/bəˈnanə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long curved fruit that grows in clusters and has soft pulpy flesh and yellow skin when ripe.




2.
 
(also 
banana plant

 or 
banana tree

 )
 — the tropical and subtropical treelike plant that bears this fruit. It has very large leaves and resembles a palm, but lacks a woody trunk.

[Genus 
Musa

 , family 
Musaceae

 : several species, in particular 
M. sapientum

 .]








II.
 
adjective




(
bananas

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 insane or extremely silly




•
 
he's beginning to think I'm bananas.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go bananas





a.
 


‹informal›

 go insane




•
 
Roy's customers think the council has gone bananas.










b.
 
rave; cheer wildly




•
 
I have never had a product that people 
went

 so 
bananas over

 .










c.
 
become extremely angry or excited




•
 
she went bananas when I said I was going to leave the job.















2.
 
second banana








‹informal›

 the second most important person in an organization or activity.









3.
 
top banana








‹informal›

 the most important person in an organization or activity.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Portuguese or Spanish from Mande.





banana belt






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a region with a comparatively warm climate.













banana oil






noun




a colorless liquid with a bananalike odor used in flavorings and as a solvent.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CO2
 C5
 H11
 .]













banana plug






noun






[Electronics]

 
‹informal›

 a single-pole connector with a curved spring along its tip.














bananaquit

 
/bəˈnanəˌkwit/





I.
 
noun




a small songbird with a curved bill, typically with a white stripe over the eye, a sooty gray back, and yellow underparts. It is common in the West Indies and Central and South America.

[
Coereba flaveola

 , the only member of the family 
Coerebidae

 (sometimes placed in the subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 ).]











– origin

 see quit
 2
 .





banana republic






noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 a small nation, especially in Central America, dependent on one crop or the influx of foreign capital.













banana seat






noun




a narrow, elongated bicycle seat that curves up toward the rear.













banana split

 
/bəˈnanə split/






noun




a dessert made with a split banana, ice cream, sauce, whipped cream, nuts, and a cherry.













banausic

 
/bəˈnôzik, -sik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 not operating on a refined or elevated level; mundane.




2.
 


‹formal›

 relating to technical work.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
banausikos

 ‘of or for artisans.’





banco

 
/ˈbaNGkō/





I.
 
exclamation




used in baccarat, chemin de fer, and similar games to express a player's willingness to meet the banker's whole stake single-handed.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Italian.





Bancroft, Anne

 
/ˈbanˌkrôft, ˈbaNG-, -ˌkräft/






(1931–2005), US actress; born 
Anna Maria Louisa Italiano

 . For her stage and film portrayal of Helen Keller's teacher Annie Sullivan in 
The Miracle Worker

 , she won a 1960 Tony Award and a 1962 Academy Award. Her role as Mrs. Robinson in the movie 
The Graduate

 (1967) is considered iconic.










band1


 
/band/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat, thin strip or loop of material put around something, typically to hold it together or to decorate it




•
 
wads of banknotes fastened with gummed paper bands.










2.
 
a plain ring for the finger, especially a gold wedding ring




•
 
a narrow 
band of gold

 was her only jewelry.










3.
 


[Ornithology]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a ring of metal placed around a bird's leg to identify it.




4.
 
(
bands

 )
 — a collar with two hanging strips, worn by certain clerics and academics as part of their formal dress.




5.
 


[Mechanics]

 a belt connecting wheels or pulleys.




6.
 
a stripe or elongated area of a different color, texture, or composition than its surroundings




•
 
a long, narrow band of cloud.










7.
 
a range of frequencies or wavelengths in a spectrum (especially of radio frequencies)




•
 
channels in the UHF band.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing that restrains, binds, or unites.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround (an object) with something in the form of a strip or ring, typically for reinforcement or decoration




•
 
doors are banded with iron to make them stronger.










2.
 


[Ornithology]

 
(N. Amer.)

 put a band on (a bird) for identification.




3.
 
mark (something) with a stripe or stripes of a different color




•
 
the bird's bill is banded across the middle with black




•
 (as 
adj.

 
banded

 )
 
banded agate.

















– origin

 late Old English (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun), from Old Norse, reinforced in late Middle English by Old French 
bande

 , of Germanic origin; related to bind
 .






band2


 
/band/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people who have a common interest or purpose




•
 
guerrilla bands




•
 
a determined band of activists.










2.
 


[Anthropology]

 a subgroup of a tribe.




3.
 
a small group of musicians and vocalists who play pop, jazz, or rock music




•
 
the band's last two albums




•
 
a local band.










4.
 
a group of musicians who play brass, wind, or percussion instruments




•
 
a military band.










5.
 


‹informal›

 an orchestra.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a herd or flock




•
 
moving bands of caribou.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of people or organizations) form a group for a mutual purpose




•
 
local people 
banded together

 to fight the company.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bande

 , of Germanic origin; related to banner
 .





Banda, Hastings Kamuzu

 
/ˈbandə/






(1906–1997), Malawian statesman; prime minister 1964–94; the first president of the Republic of Malawi 1966–94.









bandage

 
/ˈbandij/





I.
 
noun




a strip of material used to bind a wound or to protect an injured part of the body




•
 
her leg was swathed in bandages




•
 
a sterile adhesive bandage with nonstick pad.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bind (a wound or a part of the body) with a protective strip of material




•
 
bandage the foot so that the ankle is supported




•
 
the doctors 
bandaged up

 his wounds.














III.
 
derivatives





bandaging

 
/ˈbandəjiNG /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from 
bande

 (see band
 2
 ).





bandage dress






noun




a tight-fitting dress made of a stretchy fabric that appears to be wrapped around the body in layers.




•
 
she wore a figure-hugging gold Herve Leger bandage dress and peep-toe platform shoes.



















Band-Aid

 
/ˈbandād/






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an adhesive bandage with a gauze pad in the center, used to cover minor wounds.




2.
 
(also 
band-aid

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a makeshift or temporary solution


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a band-aid solution to a much deeper problem.



















bandanna

 
/banˈdanə /

 
bandana





I.
 
noun




a large handkerchief, typically having a colorful pattern, worn tied around the head or neck.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably via Portuguese from Hindi.





Bandaranaike, Sirimavo

 
/ˌbəndərəˈnīkə/






(1916–2000), Sinhalese stateswoman; prime minister of Sri Lanka 1960–65, 1970–77, and 1994–2000; full name 
Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike

 . The world's first woman prime minister, she succeeded her husband, 
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike

 (1899–1959), after his assassination. Their daughter 
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga

 (1949–) was Sri Lanka's president 1994–2005.










Bandar Lampung

 
/ˌbəndər ˈlämpo͝oNG/






a city at the southern tip of Sumatra, in Indonesia; pop. 916,600 (est. 2009). It was created in the 1980s as a result of the amalgamation of the city of Tanjungkarang and the nearby port of Telukbetung.









Bandar Seri Begawan

 
/ˌbändər ˌserē bəˈɡäwən/






the capital of Brunei, in the northern part of the country; pop. 32,300 (est. 2008).









Banda Sea

 
/ˈbandə, ˈbändə/






a sea in eastern Indonesia, between the central and south Molucca Islands.









B & B

 
/ˌbē ən ˈbē/






abbreviation




bed and breakfast.













bandbox

 
/ˈbandbäks/





I.
 
noun




a cardboard box, typically circular, for carrying hats.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from band
 2
 + box
 1
 , the box being used originally for neckbands.





B & E






abbreviation




breaking and entering.













bandeau

 
/banˈdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow band worn around the head to hold the hair in position




•
 
their dusty blonde hair smoothly combed in bandeaux.










2.
 
a woman's strapless top formed from a band of fabric fitting around the bust




•
 
white two-piece bathing suit with quilted sateen bandeau top.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
bandel

 , diminutive of 
bande

 (see band
 2
 ).





banderilla

 
/ˌbandəˈrēyə/





I.
 
noun




a decorated dart thrust into a bull's neck or shoulders during a bullfight.











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of 
bandera

 ‘banner.’





banderillero

 
/ˌbandərēˈyerō/





I.
 
noun




a bullfighter who uses banderillas.











– origin

 Spanish.





banderole

 
/ˈbandəˌrōl /

 
banderol





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow flaglike object, in particular




2.
 
a long, narrow flag with a cleft end, flown at a masthead.




3.
 
an ornamental streamer on a knight's lance.




4.
 
a ribbonlike stone scroll bearing an inscription.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
banderuola

 , diminutive of 
bandiera

 ‘banner.’





bandicoot

 
/ˈbandēˌko͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a mainly insectivorous marsupial native to Australia and New Guinea.

[Family 
Peramelidae

 : several genera and species, some of which are endangered or extinct, including the 
short-nosed bandicoot

 (
Isodon obesulus

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Telugu 
pandikokku

 , literally ‘pig-rat.’





bandicoot rat






noun




an Asian rat that is often a destructive pest.

[Genera 
Bandicota

 and 
Nesokia

 , family 
Muridae

 : four species, in particular the large 
B. indica

 .]













banding

 
/ˈbandiNG/






noun



1.
 
the presence or formation of visible stripes of contrasting color




•
 
the yellow and black banding of bees and wasps.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the pattern of regions on a chromosome made visible by staining.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the separation of molecules into bands of concentration in a gel.




4.
 
the marking of individual birds or other animals with bands or rings




•
 
banding is a useful tool for the study of migration.



















bandit

 
/ˈbandit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a robber or outlaw belonging to a gang and typically operating in an isolated or lawless area




•
 
the bandit produced a weapon and demanded money.










2.
 


‹military slang›

 an enemy aircraft.








II.
 
phrases





make out like a bandit






profit greatly from an activity.












III.
 
derivatives





banditry

 
/ˈbanditrē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
bandito

 , literally ‘banned,’ past participle of 
bandire

 .





bandito

 
/banˈdēdō /

 
bandido






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a Mexican bandit, especially as represented in movies and popular culture.













bandleader

 
/ˈbandˌlēdər /

 
band leader






noun




a player or conductor at the head of a musical band.













bandmaster

 
/ˈban(d)ˌmastər/






noun




the conductor of a musical band, especially a brass or military one.













bandmate

 
/ˈbandˌmāt/






noun




a fellow musician or singer in a band.













bandog

 
/ˈbandäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a dog bred for its strength and ferocity by crossing aggressive breeds.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a dog kept on a chain or “band”): from band
 1
 + dog
 .





bandolier

 
/ˌbandəˈlir /

 
bandoleer





I.
 
noun




a shoulder-belt with loops or pockets for cartridges.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bandoulière

 ; perhaps from Spanish 
bandolera

 (from 
banda

 ‘sash’), or from Catalan 
bandolera

 (from 
bandoler

 ‘bandit’).





bandoneon

 
/banˈdōnēən/





I.
 
noun




a type of concertina used especially in South America.











– origin

 via Spanish from German 
Bandonion

 , named after Heinrich 
Band

 , the 19th-cent. German musician who invented it, + 
-on-

 (as in 
Harmonika

 ‘harmonica’) + 
-ion

 (as in 
Akkordion

 ‘accordion’).






bandora

 
/banˈdôrə/





I.
 
noun




a bass stringed instrument of the cittern family, having a long neck and a scallop-shaped body.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: origin uncertain; compare with Dutch 
bandoor

 , Spanish 
bandurria

 , also with banjo
 .





bandpass

 
/ˈbandpas/





I.
 
adjective






[Electronics]

 (of a filter) transmitting only a set range of frequencies




•
 
a 1–40 Hz bandpass filter.














II.
 
noun




the range of frequencies transmitted through a bandpass.













bandsaw

 
/ˈbandsô /

 
band saw






noun




an endless saw, consisting of a steel band with a serrated edge running over wheels.













bandshell

 
/ˈbandSHel /

 
band shell






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bandstand in the form of a large concave shell with special acoustic properties.













bandsman

 
/ˈban(d)zmən/






noun




a player in a musical band, especially a military or brass one.













bandstand

 
/ˈban(d)stand/






noun



1.
 
a covered outdoor platform for a band to play on, typically in a park.




2.
 
a raised platform for performing musicians in a restaurant or dance hall.













Bandung

 
/ˈbänˌdo͝oNG/






a city in Indonesia; pop. 1,601,800 (est. 2009). Founded by the Dutch in 1810, it was the capital of the former Dutch East Indies.










bandwagon

 
/ˈbandˌwaɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wagon used for carrying a band in a parade or procession.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a particular activity or cause that has suddenly become fashionable or popular




•
 
the local deejays are on the home-team bandwagon.














II.
 
phrases





jump (or climb) on the bandwagon






join others in doing or supporting something fashionable or likely to be successful




•
 
scientists and doctors alike have jumped on the bandwagon.























bandwidth

 
/ˈbandˌwidTH/






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 the range of frequencies within a given band, in particular that used for transmitting a signal.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 the transmission capacity of a computer network or other telecommunication system.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 the energy or mental capacity required to deal with a situation




•
 
he lives alone, and says he doesn't have the bandwidth to handle a steady relationship.



















bandy1


 
/ˈbandē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's legs) curved so as to be wide apart at the knees.




2.
 
(often 
bandy-legged

 )
 — (of a person) having legs that are curved so as to be wide apart at the knees; bowlegged.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
bandy

 ‘curved stick used in hockey.’






bandy2


 
/ˈbandē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bandied about/around

 )


1.
 
pass on or discuss (an idea or rumor) in a casual or uninformed way




•
 
$40,000 is the figure that has been bandied about.














II.
 
phrases





bandy words with






argue pointlessly or rudely




•
 
don't 
bandy words with

 me, Sir!





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘pass (a ball) to and fro’): perhaps from French 
bander

 ‘take sides in a tennis match,’ from 
bande

 ‘band, crowd’ (see band
 2
 ).





bandy3


 
/ˈbandē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game similar to field hockey or ice hockey.




2.
 
(
pl.

 bandies)
 — the stick used to play the game of bandy.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from bandy
 2
 .






bane

 
/bān/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a cause of great distress or annoyance




•
 
the bane of the decorator is the long, narrow hall




•
 
the depressions that were the 
the bane of

 her 
existence

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 something, typically poison, that causes death.








II.
 
derivatives





baneful

 
/ˈbānf(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Old English 
bana

 ‘thing causing death, poison,’ of Germanic origin.





baneberry

 
/ˈbānˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the buttercup family that bears fluffy spikes of creamy-white flowers followed by shiny berries. Native to north temperate regions, it was formerly used in medicine.

[Genus 
Actaea

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : many species, including the North American 
white baneberry

 (
A. pachypoda

 ), with clusters of black-eyed white berries on red stalks.]




2.
 
the bitter, typically poisonous berry of the baneberry plant.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from bane
 in the sense ‘poison’ + berry
 .






bang1


 
/baNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden loud noise




•
 
the door slammed with a bang




•
 
I heard a series of loud bangs.










2.
 
a sharp blow causing a sudden loud noise




•
 
I went to answer a bang on the front door.










3.
 
a sudden painful blow




•
 
a nasty bang on the head.










4.
 
(
bangs

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a fringe of hair cut straight across the forehead




•
 
she brushed back her wispy bangs.







[from a use of the adverb 
bang

 to mean ‘abruptly.’]




5.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




6.
 


[Computing]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the character “!”








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike or put down (something) forcefully and noisily, typically in anger or in order to attract attention




•
 
he began to bang the table with his fist




•
 
Sarah 
banged

 the phone 
down






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
someone was 
banging on

 the door.










2.
 
come into contact with (something) suddenly and sharply, typically by accident




•
 
I banged my head on the low beams




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she banged into some shelves in the darkness.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a sudden loud noise, typically repeatedly




•
 
the shutter was banging in the wind.










4.
 
(with reference to a door) open or close violently and noisily


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
he 
banged

 the kitchen door 
shut

 behind him




•
 [no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 
the door 
banged open

 and a man staggered out.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) move around or do something noisily, especially as an indication of anger or irritation




•
 
she was banging around the kitchen.










6.
 
(of a sports player) hit (a ball or a shot) forcefully and successfully




•
 
in his second start he banged out two hits.










7.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (a woman).




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cut (hair) in a fringe.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 exactly




•
 
bang in the middle of town.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 completely




•
 
bring your wardrobe bang up to date.














IV.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express or imitate the sound of a sudden loud noise




•
 
firecrackers 
went bang






•
 
Bang, Bang! You're dead.










2.
 
used to convey the suddenness of an action or process




•
 
the minute something becomes obsolete, bang, it's gone.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
bang for one's (or the) buck








(US)

 
‹informal›

 value for money; performance for cost




•
 
this cross between a sports car and a family sedan gave a lot of bang for the buck.















2.
 
bang (or knock or crack) people's heads together






see head
 .









3.
 
get a bang out of








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 derive excitement or pleasure from




•
 
some people get a bang out of reading that stuff.















4.
 
with a bang





a.
 
abruptly




•
 
the remark brought me down to earth with a bang.










b.
 
impressively or spectacularly




•
 
the occasion 
went with a bang






•
 
the day starts with a bang—the steep climb to the mountain top.


















VI.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bang away at








‹informal›

 do something in a persistent or dogged way




•
 
he was banging away at his novel.















2.
 
bang something out

 

‹informal›






a.
 
play music noisily, enthusiastically, and typically unskillfully




•
 
Dad was annihilating a Beethoven sonata, banging out notes.










b.
 
produce hurriedly or in great quantities




•
 
they weren't banging out ads in my day the way they are now.















3.
 
bang someone/something up





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 damage or injure someone or something




•
 
he banged up his knee.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 imprison someone




•
 
they've been banged up for something they didn't do.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative, perhaps of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
bang

 ‘hammering.’





bang2


 
/baNG/






noun




variant spelling of bhang
 .













Bangalore

 
/ˌbaNGɡəˈlôr/






a city in south central India, capital of the state of Karnataka; pop. 5,310,300 (est. 2009).









Bangalore torpedo

 
bangalore torpedo






noun




a tube containing explosives used by infantry for blowing up barriers.













banger

 
/ˈbaNGər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a sausage




•
 
bangers and beans.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a car in poor condition, especially a noisy one




•
 
they've got an old banger.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a loud explosive firework.













Bangkok

 
/ˈbaNGˌkäk/






the capital and chief port of Thailand, on the Chao Phraya waterway, 25 miles (40 km) upstream from its outlet into the Gulf of Thailand; pop. 5,705,100 (est. 2007).









Bangladesh

 
/ˌbäNGɡləˈdeSH ˌbaNGɡləˈdeSH/







1.
 
a country in southern Asia, in the Ganges River delta, on the Bay of Bengal; pop. 156,050,900 (est. 2009); capital, Dhaka; official language, Bengali.





Formerly part of British India, the region, as East Pakistan, became one of the two geographical units of Pakistan. After civil war, the independent republic of Bangladesh was proclaimed in 1971. Cyclones in the Bay of Bengal cause repeated devastation to the country.









Bangladeshi

 
/baNGɡləˈdeSHē bäNGɡləˈdeSHē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Bangladesh




•
 
though my parents are both Bangladeshi, I was born and raised in London




•
 
the Bangladeshi garment industry.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Bangladesh, or a person of Bangladeshi descent




•
 
the majority of Bangladeshis in urban areas have mobile phones.



















bangle

 
/ˈbaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a rigid bracelet or anklet.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
baṅglī

 ‘glass bracelet.’





Bangor

 
/ˈbaNGɡər/






an industrial city in east central Maine, on the Penobscot River, formerly a lumbering center; pop. 31,756 (est. 2008).









bangtail

 
/ˈbaNGtāl/






noun




a horse's tail that has been cut straight across just below the level of the hocks.













Bangui

 
/ˈbaNGɡē/






the capital of the Central African Republic, in the southwestern part of the country, on the Ugandi River; pop. 672,000 (est. 2007).









bang-up

 
/ˈbaNGɡ ˌəp/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
for a novice, he has done a 
bang-up job

 .



















banh mi

 
/ˈbän mē/





I.
 
noun




(in Vietnamese cuisine) a sandwich consisting of a baguette (traditionally baked with both rice and wheat flour) filled with a variety of ingredients, typically including meat, pickled vegetables, and chili peppers.




•
 
along with classic banh mi, there are refreshing cold noodles and exceptional bowls of soup.

















– origin

 from Vietnamese 
bánh mi

 ‘bread.’





bani

 
/ˈbänē/






plural form of ban
 2
 .









banish

 
/ˈbaniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone) away from a country or place as an official punishment




•
 
they were 
banished to

 Siberia for political crimes.










2.
 
forbid, abolish, or get rid of (something unwanted)




•
 
it's perfectly feasible to banish the smoke without banning smoking




•
 
all thoughts of romance were 
banished from

 her head.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
baniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
banir

 ; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to ban
 1
 .





banishment

 
/ˈbaniSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the punishment of being sent away from a country or other place




•
 
Adam and Eve's 
banishment from

 the Garden of Eden




•
 
the total banishment of his daughter from the country




•
 


‹figurative›

 his banishment to the political wilderness.










2.
 
the action of getting rid of something unwanted




•
 
the banishment of world hunger.



















banister

 
/ˈbanəstər /

 
bannister





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
banisters

 )


1.
 
the structure formed by uprights and a handrail at the side of a staircase.




2.
 
a single upright at the side of the staircase




•
 
I stuck my head between the banisters.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from earlier 
barrister

 , alteration of baluster
 .





Banja Luka

 
/ˌbänyə ˈlo͞okə/






a spa town in northern Bosnia and Herzegovina; pop. 164,200 (est. 2008). It served as a base for Bosnian Serbs during their war against Bosnian Muslims in the 1990s.









Banjarmasin

 
/ˌbänjərˈmäsən, ˌban-/






a deep-water port in Indonesia, on the southern part of the island of Borneo; pop. 576,400 (est. 2009).










banjo

 
/ˈbanjō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stringed musical instrument with a long neck and a round open-backed body consisting of parchment stretched over a metal hoop like a tambourine, played by plucking or with a plectrum. It is used especially in American folk music.




2.
 
an object resembling a banjo in shape


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a banjo clock.














II.
 
derivatives





banjoist

 
/ˈbanjōəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: originally a black American alteration of earlier 
bandore

 ; probably based on Greek 
pandoura

 ‘three-stringed lute.’ Compare with bandora
 .






Banjul

 
/ˈbänˌjo͞ol/






the capital of Gambia; pop. 34,828 (2003). Until 1973 it was known as Bathurst.










bank1


 
/baNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the land alongside or sloping down to a river or lake




•
 
willows lined the bank.










2.
 
a slope, mass, or mound of a particular substance




•
 
a bank of clouds




•
 
a bank of snow.










3.
 
an elevation in the seabed or a riverbed; a mudbank or sandbank.




4.
 
a transverse slope given to a road, railroad, or sports track to enable vehicles or runners to maintain speed around a curve.




5.
 
the sideways tilt of an aircraft when turning in flight




•
 
flying with small amounts of bank.










6.
 
a set or series of similar things, especially electrical or electronic devices, grouped together in rows




•
 
the DJ had big banks of lights and speakers on either side of his console.










7.
 
a tier of oars




•
 
the early ships had only twenty-five oars in each bank.










8.
 
the cushion of a pool table


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bank shot.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heap (a substance) into a mass or mound




•
 
the rain 
banked

 the soil 
up

 behind the gate




•
 
snow was banked in humps at the roadside.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rise or form into a mass or mound




•
 
purple clouds 
banked up

 over the hills.










3.
 
heap (a fire) with tightly packed fuel so that it burns slowly




•
 
she could have made a fire and banked it with dirt.










4.
 
edge or surround with a ridge or row of something




•
 
steps banked with pots of chrysanthemums.










5.
 
(of an aircraft or vehicle) tilt or cause to tilt sideways in making a turn


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the plane banked as if to return to the airport




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I banked the aircraft steeply and turned.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — build (a road, railroad, or sports track) higher at the outer edge of a bend to facilitate fast cornering.




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in pool and other games) play (a ball) so that it rebounds off a surface such as a backboard or cushion.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
bakki

 , of Germanic origin; related to bench
 . The senses ‘set of similar things in sloping rows’ and ‘tier of oars’ are from French 
banc

 , of the same ultimate origin.






bank2


 
/baNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a financial establishment that invests money deposited by customers, pays it out when required, makes loans at interest, and exchanges currency




•
 
I paid the money straight into my bank.










2.
 
a stock of something available for use when required




•
 
a blood bank




•
 
building a bank of test items is the responsibility of teachers.










3.
 
a site or receptacle where something may be stored




•
 
the computer's memory bank.










4.
 
(
the bank

 )
 — the store of money or tokens held by the banker in some gambling or board games.




5.
 
the person holding the store of money or tokens in a game; the banker.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a site or receptacle where something may be deposited for recycling




•
 
a paper bank.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deposit (money or valuables) in a bank




•
 
I banked the check.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have an account at a particular bank




•
 
he did not 
bank with

 the old family banks.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (especially of a competitor in a game or race) win or earn (a sum of money)




•
 
he banked $100,000 for a hole-in-one.










4.
 
store (something, especially blood, tissue, or sperm) for future use




•
 
the sperm is banked or held in storage for the following spring.














III.
 
phrases





break the bank





a.
 
(in gambling) win more money than is held by the bank.




b.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 cost more than one can afford




•
 
Christmas need not break the bank.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





bank on






base one's hopes or confidence on




•
 
they can bank on my winning 25 games next year.





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally denoting a money dealer's table): from French 
banque

 or Italian 
banca

 , from medieval Latin 
banca

 , 
bancus

 , of Germanic origin; related to bank
 1
 and bench
 .





bankable

 
/ˈbaNGkəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially in the entertainment industry) certain to bring profit and success




•
 
he needed some bankable names to star in the film.










2.
 
reliable




•
 
a bankable assurance.














II.
 
derivatives





bankability

 
/ˌbaNGkəˈbilitē /






noun





















bank account

 
//






noun




an arrangement made with a bank whereby one may deposit and withdraw money and in some cases be paid interest.













bank balance

 
/baNGk ˈbaləns/






noun




the amount of money held in a bank account at a given moment.













bank barn






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a barn built into a hill or other sloped ground.













bank bill






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a bill of exchange drawn by one bank on another.




2.
 


(US)

 another term for banknote
 .













bank book






noun




another term for passbook
 .













bank card

 
/ˈbaNGk ˌkärd/






noun




a plastic card issued by a bank which enables a customer to withdraw money at an automated teller machine.













bank clerk






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a person employed in a bank to handle customers' transactions and undertake administrative duties




•
 
the police were tipped off by a suspicious bank clerk.



















bank discount






noun




interest computed on the face value of a loan and deducted in advance from the loan by the lending bank.













bank draft

 
/ˈbaNGk ˌdraft/






noun




a check drawn by a bank on its own funds in another bank.














banker

 
/ˈbaNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an officer or owner of a bank or group of banks.




2.
 
the person running the table, controlling play, or acting as dealer in some gambling or board games.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
banquier

 , from 
banque

 (see bank
 2
 ).





banker's hours






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 short working hours (in reference to the typical opening hours of a bank in former times).













Bankhead, Tallulah

 
/ˈbaNGkˌhed/






(1902–68), US actress noted for her uninhibited public persona, rich laugh, and harsh drawl. Her best-known movie appearance was in Alfred Hitchcock's 
Lifeboat

 (1944).









bank holiday

 
/ˈˌbaNGk ˈhäləˌdā/






noun






(Brit.)

 a day on which banks are officially closed, observed as a public holiday.














Ban Ki-moon

 
/ˌban kēˈmo͞on/






(1944–), South Korean diplomat; secretary general of the United Nations since 2007.









banking

 
/ˈbaNGkiNG/






noun




the business conducted or services offered by a bank




•
 
with this account, you are entitled to free banking




•
 
a 23-year career in banking.



















bank machine






noun




another term for automated teller machine
 .














banknote

 
/ˈbaNGkˌnōt /

 
bank note






noun




a piece of paper money, constituting a central bank's promissory note to pay a stated sum to the bearer on demand




•
 
is the $1 bill the only banknote with George Washington's picture on it?



















bank rate

 
//






noun




the rate of discount set by a central bank.













bank robber






noun




a person who commits a bank robbery




•
 
a group of bank robbers uses sophisticated technology to perform their heists.



















bank robbery






noun




an act or instance of robbing a bank




•
 
he had participated in a bank robbery netting $4 million




•
 
she is awaiting trial on charges of bank robbery.



















bankroll

 
/ˈbaNGkˌrōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a roll of paper money.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 financial resources




•
 
his bankroll allowed him to run campaigns all over the U.S.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 support (a person, organization, or project) financially




•
 
the project is bankrolled by wealthy expatriates.



















bankrupt

 
/ˈbaNGkˌrəpt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or organization) declared in law unable to pay outstanding debts




•
 
the company was declared bankrupt




•
 
his father 
went bankrupt

 and the family had to sell their home.










2.
 
impoverished or depleted




•
 
a bankrupt country with no natural resources.










3.
 
completely lacking in a particular quality or value




•
 
their cause is morally bankrupt.














II.
 
noun




a person judged by a court to be insolvent, whose property is taken and disposed of for the benefit of creditors.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce (a person or organization) to bankruptcy




•
 
the strike nearly bankrupted the union.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian 
banca rotta

 ‘broken bench,’ from 
banca

 (see bank
 2
 ) and 
rompere

 ‘to break.’ The change in the ending was due to association with Latin 
rupt-

 ‘broken.’





bankruptcy

 
/ˈbaNGkˌrəp(t)sē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being bankrupt




•
 
many companies were facing bankruptcy




•
 
a series of bankruptcies and scandals




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
bankruptcy proceedings.










2.
 
the state of being completely lacking in a particular quality or value




•
 
the moral bankruptcy of turning away desperate people.



















Banks, Ernie

 
/baNGks/






(1931–), US baseball player; full name 
Ernest Banks

 ; known as 
Mr. Cub

 . He played shortstop, then first base, for the Chicago Cubs from 1953 until 1971. Baseball Hall of Fame (1977).










Banks, Sir Joseph






(1743–1820), English botanist. He accompanied Captain James Cook on his first voyage to the Pacific.









banksia

 
/ˈbaNGksēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen Australian shrub that typically has narrow, leathery leaves and spikes of bottlebrushlike flowers.

[Genus 
Banksia

 , family 
Proteaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Sir Joseph 
Banks

 (see Banks, Sir Joseph
 ).





bank statement

 
/baNGk ˈstātmənt/






noun




a printed record of the balance in a bank account and the amounts that have been paid into it and withdrawn from it, issued periodically to the holder of the account.













bankster

 
/ˈbaNGkstər/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly US)

 a member of the banking industry seen as profiteering or dishonest




•
 
nothing ever seems to happen to any of the banksters who caused all the problems in the first place.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as nonderogatory nickname): blend of banker
 and gangster
 .





bank vole






noun




a common reddish-brown Eurasian vole that lives in woodland and scrub.

[
Clethrionomys glareolus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]













Banneker, Benjamin

 
/ˈbanikər/






(1731–1806), US inventor, astronomer, and mathematician. Born to a slave father and freed slave mother, he published an almanac 1791–1802 that featured his astronomical and tide calculations. On the recommendation of Thomas Jefferson, he was hired to assist in the surveying of the District of Columbia 1790.










banner

 
/ˈbanər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long strip of cloth bearing a slogan or design, hung in a public place or carried in a demonstration or procession




•
 
a banner in the front window announced “Grand Reopening”




•
 
students waved banners and chanted slogans.










2.
 
a flag on a pole used as the standard of a monarch, army, or knight.




3.
 
an idea or principle used to rally public opinion




•
 
the administration is flying the free trade banner.










4.
 
a heading or advertisement appearing on a web page in the form of a bar, column, or box




•
 
to get a new banner now, click Step 1




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a banner ad.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 excellent; outstanding




•
 
I predict that 1998 will be a banner year.














III.
 
phrases





under the banner of





a.
 
claiming to support a particular cause or set of ideas




•
 
campaigns fought under the banner of multiculturalism.










b.
 
as part of a particular group or organization




•
 
the party is running under the banner of the Left-Wing Alliance.


















IV.
 
derivatives





bannered

 
/ˈbanərd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baniere

 , ultimately of Germanic origin and related to band
 2
 .





banneret

 
/ˈban(ə)rət ˌbanəˈret/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a knight who commanded his own troops in battle under his own banner.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a knighthood given on the battlefield for courage.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baneret

 , literally ‘bannered,’ from 
baniere

 ‘banner.’





banner headline

 
/ˈbanər ˈhedˌlīn/






noun




a newspaper headline running across a whole page, especially one on the front page.













Bannister, Sir Roger

 
/ˈbanəstər/






(1929–), British middle-distance runner and neurologist; full name 
Sir Roger Gilbert Bannister

 . In 1954, he became the first man to run a mile in under 4 minutes.









bannock

 
/ˈbanək/





I.
 
noun




a round, flat loaf, typically unleavened, associated with Scotland and northern England.











– origin

 Old English 
bannuc

 , of Celtic origin; related to Welsh 
ban

 , Breton 
bannac'h

 , 
banne

 , and Cornish 
banna

 ‘a drop.’





Bannockburn, Battle of

 
/ˈbanəkˌbərn/






a battle that took place near Stirling in central Scotland in 1314, in which the English army of Edward II, advancing to break the siege of Stirling Castle, was defeated by the Scots under Robert the Bruce.









banns

 
/banz/





I.
 
plural noun




a notice read out on three successive Sundays in a parish church, announcing an intended marriage and giving the opportunity for objections.











– origin

 Middle English: plural of ban
 1
 .





banquet

 
/ˈbaNGkwit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elaborate and formal evening meal for many people, often followed by speeches




•
 
the Austrian emperor's lavish banquets




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a banquet table.










2.
 
an elaborate and extensive meal; a feast




•
 
a ten-course banquet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entertain with a banquet




•
 
there are halls for banqueting up to 3,000 people




•
 (as 
adj.

 
banqueting

 )
 
a banqueting hall.














III.
 
derivatives





banqueter

 
/ˈbaNGkwədər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
banc

 ‘bench’ (see bank
 1
 ).





banquette

 
/baNGˈket/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an upholstered bench along a wall, especially in a restaurant or bar.




2.
 
a raised step behind a rampart.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, from Italian 
banchetta

 , diminutive of 
banca

 ‘bench’ (see bank
 2
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





banshee

 
/ˈbanSHē/





I.
 
noun




(in Irish legend) a female spirit whose wailing warns of an impending death in a house




•
 
the little girl dropped her ice cream and began to howl like a banshee




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a horrible banshee wail.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Irish 
bean sídhe

 , from Old Irish 
ben síde

 ‘woman of the fairies.’





bantam

 
/ˈban(t)əm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chicken of a small breed, of which the cock is noted for its aggressiveness




•
 


‹figurative›

 what a wiry bantam he is!










2.
 
short for bantamweight
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: apparently named after the province of 
Bantam

 in Java, although the fowl is not native there.






bantamweight

 
/ˈban(t)əmˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between flyweight and featherweight. In boxing it ranges from 112 to 118 pounds (51 to 54 kg).




2.
 
a boxer or other competitor weighing from 112 to 118 pounds (51 to 54 kg).













banteng

 
/ˌbanˈteNG/





I.
 
noun




a Southeast Asian forest ox that resembles the domestic cow. It has been domesticated in Bali.

[
Bos javanicus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malay.





banter

 
/ˈban(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




the playful and friendly exchange of teasing remarks




•
 
there was much singing and good-natured banter.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk or exchange remarks in a good-humored teasing way




•
 
the men 
bantered with

 the waitresses




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bantering

 )
 
a bantering tone.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Banting, Sir Frederick

 
/ˈbantiNG/






(1891–1941), Canadian physiologist and surgeon; full name 
Sir Frederick Grant Banting

 . With the assistance of Charles H. Best, Banting discovered insulin 1921–22, using it to treat diabetes. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1923), shared with J. J. R. Macleod.









bantling

 
/ˈbantliNG/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a young child.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from band
 1
 + -ling
 , or a corruption of German 
bänkling

 ‘bastard.’





Bantu

 
/ˈbanto͞o/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a group of Niger–Congo languages spoken in central and southern Africa, including Swahili, Xhosa, and Zulu.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of Niger–Congo languages spoken in central and southern Africa, including Swahili, Xhosa, and Zulu.




2.
 


‹offensive›

 a member of an indigenous people of central and southern Africa that speaks a Bantu language.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: plural (in certain Bantu languages) of 
-ntu

 ‘person.’ / 
usage:

 The word 
Bantu

 became a strongly offensive term under the apartheid regime in South Africa, especially when used to refer to a single individual. In standard current use in South Africa the term 
black

 or 
African

 is used as a collective or non-specific term for African peoples. The term 
Bantu

 has, however, continued to be accepted as a neutral ‘scientific’ term outside South Africa used to refer to the group of languages and their speakers collectively.





banyan

 
/ˈbanyən ˈbanˌyan /

 
banian





I.
 
noun




an Indian fig tree whose branches produce aerial roots that later become accessory trunks. A mature tree may cover several acres in this manner.

[
Ficus benghalensis

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese, from Gujarati 
vāṇiyo

 ‘man of the trading caste,’ from Sanskrit. Originally denoting a Hindu trader or merchant, the term was applied by Europeans in the mid 17th cent. to a particular tree under which such traders had built a pagoda.





banzai

 
/ˈbanzī/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
a Japanese battle cry.

[early 20th cent.]




2.
 
a form of greeting used to the Japanese emperor.

[late 19th cent.]








II.
 
adjective




(especially of Japanese troops) attacking fiercely and recklessly




•
 
a banzai charge.

















– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘ten thousand years (of life to you).’





bao

 
/bou /

 
baozi





I.
 
noun




a Chinese steamed bread roll with a filling of meat or vegetables




•
 
the chicken bao had an excellent filling.

















– origin

 Chinese 
bāo

 ‘bun.’





baobab

 
/ˈbāōˌbab ˈbouˌbab/





I.
 
noun




a short tree with an enormously thick trunk and large edible fruit. It can live to a great age.

[Genus 
Adansonia

 , family 
Bombacaceae

 : several species, in particular the African 
A. digitata

 and the Australian 
A. gregorii

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from an African language; first recorded in Latin (1592), in a treatise on the plants of Egypt by Prosper Alpinus, Italian botanist.





Baotou

 
/ˌbouˈtō/






an industrial city in Inner Mongolia, northern China, on the Yellow River; pop. 1,194,600 (est. 2006).









baptism

 
/ˈbapˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Christian Church) the religious rite of sprinkling water onto a person's forehead or of immersion in water, symbolizing purification or regeneration and admission to the Christian Church. In many denominations, baptism is performed on young children and is accompanied by name-giving.




2.
 
a ceremony or occasion at which baptism takes place.




3.
 
a person's initiation into a particular activity or role, typically one perceived as difficult




•
 
this event constituted his baptism as a politician.














II.
 
phrases





baptism of fire






a difficult or painful new undertaking or experience.

[from the original sense of ‘a soldier's first battle.’]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baptesme

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
baptismos

 ‘ceremonial washing,’ from 
baptizein

 ‘immerse, baptize.’





baptismal

 
/bapˈtizm(ə)l/






adjective




relating to the Christian rite of baptism




•
 
we will renew our baptismal vows




•
 
baptismal rites.



















baptismal name

 
/bapˈtizməl babˈtizməl nām/






noun




a personal name given at baptism.













baptist

 
/ˈbaptəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Baptist

 )
 — a member of a Protestant Christian denomination advocating baptism only of adult believers by total immersion. Baptists form one of the largest Protestant bodies and are found throughout the world and especially in the US.




2.
 
a person who baptizes someone.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
baptiste

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
baptistēs

 , from 
baptizein

 ‘immerse, baptize.’





baptistery

 
/ˈbaptəstrē /

 
baptistry





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a church used for baptism.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a building next to a church, used for baptism.




3.
 
(in a Baptist chapel) a sunken receptacle used for baptism by total immersion.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baptistere

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
baptistērion

 , from 
baptizein

 ‘immerse, baptize.’





baptize

 
/ˈbapˌtīz bapˈtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and often with 
complement

 ]


1.
 
administer baptism to (someone); christen




•
 
he was baptized Joshua.










2.
 
admit (someone) into a specified church by baptism




•
 
Mark had been baptized a Catholic.










3.
 
give a name or nickname to




•
 
he baptized the science of narrative “narratology.”

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
baptizare

 , from Greek 
baptizein

 ‘immerse, baptize.’






bar1


 
/bär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long rod or rigid piece of wood, metal, or similar material, typically used as an obstruction, fastening, or weapon.




2.
 
an amount of food or another substance formed into a regular narrow block




•
 


a bar of

 chocolate




•
 
gold bars.










3.
 
a band of color or light, especially on a flat surface




•
 
bars of sunlight shafting through the broken windows.










4.
 
see crossbar
 .




5.
 
a sandbank or shoal at the mouth of a harbor, bay, or estuary.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a rail marking the end of each chamber in the Houses of Parliament.




7.
 


[Heraldry]

 a charge in the form of a narrow horizontal stripe across the shield.




8.
 
a counter across which alcoholic drinks or refreshments are served.




9.
 
a room in a restaurant or hotel in which alcohol is served.




10.
 
an establishment where alcohol and sometimes other refreshments are served.




11.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a small store or booth serving refreshments or providing a service




•
 
a dairy bar.










12.
 
a barrier or restriction to an action or advance




•
 
political differences are not necessarily 
a bar to

 a good relationship.










13.
 


[Music]

 a measure of music or the time of a piece of music.




14.
 
(
the bar

 )
 — a partition in a courtroom or legislative assembly, now usually notional, beyond which most people may not pass and, in court, at which an accused person stands




•
 
the prisoner 
at the bar






•
 
he had to appear at the Bar of the House for a reprimand by the Speaker.










15.
 
a plea arresting an action or claim in a law case.




16.
 
a particular court of law.




17.
 
(
the Bar

 )
 — the legal profession.




18.
 


(N. Amer.)

 lawyers collectively.




19.
 


(Brit.)

 barristers collectively.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (something, especially a door or window) with a bar or bars




•
 
she bolts and bars the door.










2.
 
prevent or forbid the entrance or movement of




•
 
boulders barred her passage




•
 
she was 
barred from

 a men-only dinner.










3.
 
prohibit (someone) from doing something




•
 
journalists had been 
barred from

 covering the elections.










4.
 
forbid (an activity) to someone




•
 
the job she loved had been 
barred to

 her.










5.
 
exclude (something) from consideration




•
 
nothing is barred in the crime novel.










6.
 


[Law]

 prevent or delay (an action) by objection.




7.
 
mark (something) with bars or stripes




•
 
his face was barred with light.














III.
 
preposition






(chiefly Brit.)

 except for; apart from




•
 
everyone, bar a few ascetics, thinks it desirable.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
bar none






with no exceptions




•
 
the greatest living American poet bar none.















2.
 
behind bars






in prison.









3.
 
lower (or raise or lift) the bar






lower (or raise) the standards that need to be met in order to qualify for something




•
 
they have drastically lowered the bar for anyone who wants to call themselves a musician.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
barre

 (noun), 
barrer

 (verb), of unknown origin.






bar2


 
/bär/





I.
 
noun




a unit of pressure equivalent to 100,000 newtons per square meter or approximately one atmosphere.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
baros

 ‘weight.’





Bar.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Baruch.













Barak, Ehud

 
/baˈrak/






(1942–), Israeli Labor statesman; prime minister 1999–2001.









Barataria Bay

 
/ˌbärəˈterēə ˌbā/






an inlet of the Gulf of Mexico in southeastern Louisiana, south of New Orleans, associated with Jean Lafitte and other early 19th-century outlaws.









barathea

 
/ˌberəˈTHēə/





I.
 
noun




a fine woolen cloth, sometimes mixed with silk or cotton, used chiefly for coats and suits.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






barb1


 
/bärb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp projection near the end of an arrow, fishhook, or similar item, angled away from the main point so as to make extraction difficult.




2.
 
a cluster of spikes on barbed wire.




3.
 
a deliberately hurtful remark




•
 
his barb hurt more than she cared to admit.










4.
 
a beardlike filament at the mouth of some fish, such as barbel and catfish.




5.
 
each of the fine hairlike filaments growing from the shaft of a feather, forming the vane.




6.
 
a freshwater fish that typically has barbels around the mouth, popular in aquariums.

[
Barbus

 and other genera, family 
Cyprinidae

 : numerous species, including the 
tiger barb

 (
B. pentazona

 ) and the 
rosy barb

 (
B. conchonius

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





barbless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
barbe

 , from Latin 
barba

 ‘beard.’





barb2


 
/bärb/





I.
 
noun




a small horse of a hardy breed originally from North Africa.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
barbe

 , from Italian 
barbero

 ‘of Barbary.’





barbacoa

 
/ˈbärbəˌkōə/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexican cooking) beef, lamb, or other meat that has been slowly cooked with seasonings, typically shredded as a filling in tacos, burritos, etc.




•
 
a burrito stuffed with barbacoa.

















– origin

 Mexican Spanish use of Spanish 
barbacoa

 ‘barbecue’ (see barbecue
 ); in Mexican Spanish 
barbacoa

 can also refer to an underground oven in which meat is cooked slowly.






Barbadian

 
/bärˈbādēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Barbados or its inhabitants




•
 
a senior Barbadian player.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Barbados




•
 
written literature by Barbadians received its first real debut in the 1940s and 1950s.



















Barbados

 
/bärˈbāˌdōs bärˈbādəs/






an island country in the Caribbean, the most easterly of the Caribbean islands; pop. 284,600 (est. 2009); capital, Bridgetown; official language, English. Barbados was a British colony until it gained independence within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1966.










barbarian

 
/ˌbärˈberēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient times) a member of a community or tribe not belonging to one of the great civilizations (Greek, Roman, Christian).




2.
 
an uncultured or brutish person.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to ancient barbarians




•
 
barbarian invasions




•
 
barbarian peoples.










2.
 
uncultured; brutish.











– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective used depreciatively to denote a person with different speech and customs): from Old French 
barbarien

 , from 
barbare

 , or from Latin 
barbarus

 (see barbarous
 ).





barbaric

 
/bärˈberik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
savagely cruel; exceedingly brutal




•
 
he had carried out barbaric acts in the name of war.










2.
 
primitive; unsophisticated




•
 
the barbaric splendor he found in civilizations since destroyed.










3.
 
uncivilized and uncultured.








II.
 
derivatives





barbarically

 
/bärˈberək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘a barbarian’): from Old French 
barbarique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
barbarikos

 , from 
barbaros

 ‘foreign’ (especially with reference to speech).





barbarism

 
/ˈbärbəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
absence of culture and civilization




•
 
the collapse of civilization and the return to barbarism.










2.
 
a word or expression that is badly formed according to traditional philological rules, for example a word formed from elements of different languages, such as 
breathalyzer

 (English and Greek) or 
television

 (Greek and Latin).




3.
 
extreme cruelty or brutality




•
 
she called the execution an act of barbarism




•
 
barbarisms from the country's past.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
barbarisme

 , via Latin from Greek 
barbarismos

 , from 
barbarizein

 ‘speak like a foreigner,’ from 
barbaros

 ‘foreign.’





barbarity

 
/ˌbärˈberədē/






noun



1.
 
extreme cruelty or brutality




•
 
the barbarity of the slave trade




•
 
the barbarities of the last war.










2.
 
absence of culture and civilization




•
 
beyond the Empire lay barbarity.



















barbarize

 
/ˈbärbəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
barbarizing

 )


1.
 
cause to become savage or uncultured




•
 
the barbarizing effect of four decades of rock 'n' roll.














II.
 
derivatives





barbarization

 
/ˌbärbərəˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘speak using barbarisms’): from late Latin 
barbarizare

 , from Greek 
barbarizein

 ‘speak like a foreigner.’





Barbarossa1


 
/ˌbärbəˈräsə, -ˈrōsə/






see Frederick I
 .









Barbarossa2


 
/ˌbärbəˈräsə/






(
c.

 1483–1546), Barbary pirate; born 
Khair ad-Din

 . He was notorious for his successes against Christian vessels in the eastern Mediterranean Sea.










barbarous

 
/ˈbärbərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
savagely cruel; exceedingly brutal




•
 
many early child-rearing practices were barbarous by modern standards.










2.
 
primitive; uncivilized




•
 
a remote and barbarous country.










3.
 
(especially of language) coarse and unrefined.








II.
 
derivatives





barbarously

 
/ˈbärb(ə)rəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
barbaros

 ‘foreign’ + -ous
 .






Barbary

 
/ˈbärbərē /

 
Barbary States





I.
 
a former name for the Saracen countries of north and northwestern Africa, together with Moorish Spain. The area was noted between the 16th and 18th centuries as a haunt of pirates.

Compare with Maghreb
 .







– origin

 based on Arabic 
barbar

 (see Berber
 ).





Barbary ape

 
/ˈbärbərē āp/






noun




a tailless macaque monkey that is native to northwestern Africa and also found on the Rock of Gibraltar.

[
Macaca sylvana

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]













Barbary Coast

 
/ˌbärbərē ˈkōst/






a former name for the Mediterranean coast of North Africa from Morocco to Egypt.










Barbary sheep






noun




a short-coated sheep with a long neck ruff, found in the high deserts of northern Africa.

Also called aoudad
 . [
Ammotragus lervia

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]














barbecue

 
/ˈbärbəˌkyo͞o /

 
barbeque





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meal or gathering at which meat, fish, or other food is cooked out of doors on a rack over an open fire or on a portable grill.




2.
 
a portable grill used for the preparation of food at a barbecue, or a brick fireplace containing a grill.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 food cooked on a barbecue.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (meat, fish, or other food) on a barbecue




•
 
fish barbecued with herbs




•
 (as 
adj.

 
barbecued

 )
 
barbecued chicken.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish 
barbacoa

 , perhaps from Arawak 
barbacoa

 ‘wooden frame on posts.’ The original sense was ‘wooden framework for sleeping on, or for storing meat or fish to be dried.’





barbecue sauce






noun




a highly seasoned sauce containing vinegar, spices, and usually chilies.













barbecue summer






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a summer characterized by long spells of warm, dry weather




•
 
Britain's barbecue summer helped retail sales race ahead last month




•
 
the unseasonable conditions are set to dash hopes of a barbecue summer.



















barbed

 
/bärbd/






adjective



1.
 
having a barb or barbs




•
 
barbed arrows.










2.
 
(of a remark or joke) deliberately hurtful




•
 
a fair degree of barbed wit.



















barbed wire

 
/ˈbärb(d) ˈˌwī(ə)r/






noun




wire with clusters of short, sharp spikes set at intervals along it, used to make fences or in warfare as an obstruction.













barbel

 
/ˈbärbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fleshy filament growing from the mouth or snout of a fish.




2.
 
a large European freshwater fish of the minnow family that has fleshy filaments hanging from its mouth. It lives in running water.

[
Barbus barbus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a marine or freshwater African fish with barbels around the mouth.

[Species in several families, including 
Tachysurus feliceps

 (family 
Aniidae

 ), of southern African coasts and estuaries, whose toxin-coated spines can inflict a dangerous wound.]











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): via Old French from late Latin 
barbellus

 , diminutive of 
barbus

 ‘barbel,’ from 
barba

 ‘beard.’





barbell

 
/ˈbärˌbel/





I.
 
noun




a long metal bar to which disks of varying weights are attached at each end, used for weightlifting.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bar
 1
 + bell
 1
 .





barber

 
/ˈbärbər/





I.
 
noun




a person who cuts hair, especially men's, and shaves or trims beards as an occupation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or trim (a man's hair)




•
 
his hair was neatly barbered.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
barbe

 (see barb
 1
 ).





Barber, Samuel

 
/ˈbärbər/






(1910–81), US composer. He developed a style based on romanticism allied to classical forms. Notable works: 
Adagio for Strings

 (1936) and 
Vanessa

 (opera, 1958).









barberry

 
/ˈbärberē/





I.
 
noun




a thorny shrub that bears yellow flowers and red or blue-black berries.

[Genus 
Berberis

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 : many species, including the 
American barberry

 (
B. canadensis

 ), with widely toothed leaves, and the 
European barberry

 (
B. vulgaris

 ), with more closely toothed leaves.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
berberis

 . The change in the ending was due to association with berry
 .





barbershop

 
/ˈbärbərˌSHäp/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a shop where a barber works.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a popular style of close harmony singing, typically for four male voices




•
 
a barbershop quartet.







[from the custom in the 16th and 17th centuries of passing time in a barbershop by harmonizing to a lute or guitar provided to entertain customers waiting their turn.]













barber's itch






noun




ringworm of the face or neck communicated by unsterilized shaving apparatus.













barber's pole

 
barber pole






noun




a pole painted with spiraling red and white stripes and hung outside barbershops as a business sign.













Barberton

 
/ˈbärbərt(ə)n/






a city in northeastern Ohio, southwest of Akron; pop. 26,581 (est. 2008).









barbet

 
/ˈbärbət/





I.
 
noun




a large-headed, brightly colored, fruit-eating bird that has a stout bill with tufts of bristles at the base. Barbets are found on all continents, especially in the tropics.

[Family 
Capitonidae

 : numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a poodle until the early 19th cent.): from French, from 
barbe

 ‘beard’ (see barb
 1
 ). The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





barbette

 
/bärˈbet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed armored housing at the base of a gun turret on a warship or armored vehicle.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a platform on which a gun is placed to fire over a parapet.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
barbe

 ‘beard’ (see barb
 1
 ).





barbican

 
/ˈbärbəkən/





I.
 
noun




the outer defense of a castle or walled city, especially a double tower above a gate or drawbridge.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
barbacane

 ; probably based on Arabic.





barbicel

 
/ˈbärbəˌsel/






noun




any of the minute hooked filaments that interlock the barbules of a bird's feathers.













barbie

 
/ˈbärbē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Austral.)

 a barbecue.











– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.





Barbie

 
/ˈbärbē /

 
Barbie doll





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a doll representing a conventionally attractive young woman.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 a woman who is attractive in a glossily artificial way and is typically considered to be unintelligent and characterless.











– origin

 1950s: diminutive of the given name 
Barbara

 .






barbital

 
/ˈbärbətäl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a long-acting sedative and sleep-inducing drug of the barbiturate type.

[Alternative name: 
diethylbarbituric acid

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H12
 O3
 N2
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from barbituric acid
 , on the pattern of 
veronal

 (an alternative name).






barbitone

 
/ˈbärbəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun




British term for barbital
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from barbituric acid
 + -one
 .





barbiturate

 
/bärˈbiCHərət/






noun



1.
 
any of a class of sedative and sleep-inducing drugs derived from barbituric acid.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of barbituric acid.














barbituric acid

 
/ˌbärbəˌCHo͝orik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic organic acid from which the barbiturates are derived.

[A cyclic derivative of urea and malonic acid; chem. formula: C4
 H4
 O3
 N2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
barbiturique

 , from German 
Barbitursäure

 , from the given name 
Barbara

 + 
Säure

 ‘acid.’





Barbizon School

 
/ˈbärbəˌzän ˌsko͞ol/





I.
 
a mid-19th-century school of French landscape painters who reacted against classical conventions and based their art on direct study of nature. Led by Théodore Rousseau, the group included Charles Daubigny and Jean-François Millet.







– origin

 named after 
Barbizon

 , a small village in the forest of Fontainebleau, near Paris, where Rousseau and others worked.





Barbour, Philip Pendleton

 
/ˈbärbər/






(1783–1841), US Supreme Court associate justice 1836–41. He also served in Congress as a representative from Virginia 1814–25, 1827–30.









Barbuda

 
/bärˈb(y)o͞odə/





I.
 
see Antigua and Barbuda
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Barbudan

 
/bärˈbo͞odn /






adjective, noun





















barbule

 
/ˈbärbyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a minute filament projecting from the barb of a feather.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
barbula

 , diminutive of 
barba

 ‘beard.’





barbwire

 
/ˌbärbˈwī(ə)r/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 barbed wire.













BarcaLounger

 
/ˈbärkəˌlounjər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a type of deeply padded reclining chair.











– origin

 1970s: from the name of Edward J. 
Barcolo

 , who acquired the original license to manufacture the chairs, and 
lounger

 .





barcarole

 
/ˈbärkəˌrōl /

 
barcarolle





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a song traditionally sung by Venetian gondoliers.




2.
 
a musical composition in the style of a barcarole.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
barcarolle

 , from Venetian Italian 
barcarola

 ‘boatman's song,’ from 
barca

 ‘boat.’





Barcelona

 
/ˌbärsəˈlōnə/






a city on the coast of northeastern Spain, capital of Catalonia; pop. 1,615,908 (2008).









Barcelona chair






noun




an armless chair with a curved metal frame and padded leather cushions.













barchan

 
/bärˈkän/





I.
 
noun




a crescent-shaped shifting sand dune, concave on the leeward side.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Turkic 
barkhan

 .





bar chart

 
/ˈbär ˌCHärt/






noun




another term for bar graph
 .













Bar-Cochba

 
/ˌbärˈkôKHbə/






Jewish rebel leader; known as 
Simeon

 in Jewish sources. He led the rebellion in 
AD

 132 against the Romans and was accepted by some of his Jewish contemporaries as the Messiah.










barcode

 
/ˈbärˌkōd/





I.
 
noun




a machine-readable code in the form of numbers and a pattern of parallel lines of varying widths, printed on and identifying a product.

Also called Universal Product Code
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a barcode




•
 
all the merchandise is barcoded and scanned.



















bard1


 
/bärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a poet, traditionally one reciting epics and associated with a particular oral tradition.




2.
 
(
the Bard

 or 
the Bard of Avon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 Shakespeare.








II.
 
derivatives





bardic

 
/ˈbärdik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic 
bàrd

 , Irish 
bard

 , Welsh 
bardd

 , of Celtic origin. In Scotland in the 16th cent. it was a derogatory term for an itinerant musician, but was later romanticized by Sir Walter Scott.





bard2


 
/bärd/





I.
 
noun




a slice of bacon placed on meat or game before roasting.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (meat or game) with slices of bacon.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
barde

 , a transferred sense of 
barde

 ‘armor for the breast and flanks of a warhorse,’ based on Arabic 
barḏa'a

 ‘saddlecloth, padded saddle.’






Bardeen, John

 
/bärˈdēn/






(1908–91), US physicist. With William Shockley and Walter Brattain, he developed a point-contact transistor, for which they shared the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1956. He also worked on the theory of superconductivity, for which he shared the prize in 1972 with colleagues 
Leon N. Cooper

 (1930–) and 
John Robert Schrieffer

 (1931–).









bardo

 
/ˈbärdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Tibetan Buddhism) a state of existence between death and rebirth, varying in length according to a person's conduct in life and manner of, or age at, death.




2.
 
an indeterminate, transitional state




•
 
wandering adrift in a bardo of intense negativity, blame, disappointment, criticism, and denial.

















– origin

 Tibetan 
bár-do

 , from 
bar

 ‘interval’ + 
do

 ‘two.’





bardolatry

 
/bärˈdälətrē/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 excessive admiration of Shakespeare.








II.
 
derivatives





bardolater

 
/-ˈdälitər /

 
bardolator






noun





















Bardolino

 
/ˌbärdəˈlēnō/





I.
 
noun




a red wine from the Veneto region of Italy.











– origin

 Italian.





Bardot, Brigitte

 
/bärˈdō/






(1934–), French actress. The movie 
And God Created Woman

 (1956) established her reputation as an international sex symbol.










bare

 
/ber/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or part of the body) not clothed or covered




•
 
he was bare from the waist up




•
 
she padded in bare feet toward the door.










2.
 
without the appropriate, usual, or natural covering




•
 
a clump of bare aspen trees




•
 
bare floorboards.










3.
 
without the appropriate or usual contents




•
 
a bare cell with just a mattress.










4.
 
unconcealed; without disguise




•
 
an ordeal that would 
lay bare

 a troubled family background.










5.
 
without addition; basic and simple




•
 
he outlined the bare essentials of the story




•
 
a strange, bare production of 
Twelfth Night

 .










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — only just sufficient




•
 
a bare majority.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — surprisingly small in number or amount




•
 
all you need to get started with this program is a bare 10K bytes of memory.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
uncover (a part of the body or other thing) and expose it to view




•
 
he bared his chest to show his scar.














III.
 
determiner






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a large amount or number of




•
 
I've got bare work to do.














IV.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very; really (used as an intensifier)




•
 
that girl is bare lazy.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
bare all






take off all of one's clothes and display oneself to others




•
 
Lysette bared all for 
Playboy

 in 1988.















2.
 
the bare bones






the basic facts about something, without any detail




•
 
the bare bones of the plot.















3.
 
bare of






without




•
 
the interior, bare of plaster, leaked a smell of old timbers.















4.
 
bare one's soul






reveal one's innermost secrets and feelings to someone.









5.
 
bare one's teeth






show one's teeth, typically when angry.









6.
 
with one's bare hands






without using tools or weapons.












VI.
 
derivatives





bareness

 
/ˈbernəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bær

 (noun), 
barian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
baar

 .





bareback

 
/ˈberbak/






adjective, adverb




on an unsaddled horse or other animal


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a bareback circus rider




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
riding bareback.



















barebacking

 
/ˈberbakiNG/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 anal intercourse without a condom.













bareboat

 
/ˈberbōt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting a boat or ship hired without a crew




•
 
bareboat charters.














II.
 
derivatives





bareboating






noun





















bare-bones

 
/ˈberbōnz/






adjective




reduced to or comprising only the basic or essential elements of something




•
 
a bare-bones version of the story.



















barefaced

 
/ˈberˌfāst/






adjective



1.
 
shameless; undisguised




•
 
a barefaced lie.










2.
 
having an uncovered face, so as to be exposed or vulnerable to something




•
 
his years of working barefaced, breathing down dust.



















barefoot

 
/ˈberfo͝ot /

 
barefooted






adjective, adverb




wearing nothing on the feet


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I won't walk barefoot.



















barefoot doctor






noun




a paramedical worker with basic medical training working in a rural district in China.













barège

 
/bəˈreZH /

 
barege





I.
 
noun




a light, silky dress fabric resembling gauze, typically made from wool.











– origin

 French, named after the village of 
Barèges

 in southwestern France, where it was originally made.





barehand

 
/ˈberhand/






verb




(in baseball) field with one's ungloved hand.













barehanded

 
/ˌberˈhandəd/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
with nothing in or covering one's hands




•
 
his running, barehanded catch in foul territory.










2.
 
carrying no weapons.













bareheaded

 
/ˌberˈhedəd/






adjective, adverb




without a covering for one's head


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he walked bareheaded in the teeming rain.



















Bareilly

 
/bəˈrālē/






an industrial city in northern India, in Uttar Pradesh; pop. 825,100 (est. 2009).









bare-knuckle

 
/ˈber ˌnəkəl /

 
bare-knuckled
 , bare-knuckles






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a boxer or boxing match) without gloves.




2.
 


‹informal›

 with no scruples or reservations




•
 
an apostle of bare-knuckled capitalism.



















barelegged

 
/ˈberleɡəd/






adjective, adverb




with one's legs uncovered by clothing.













barely

 
/ˈberlē/






adverb



1.
 
only just; almost not




•
 
she nodded, barely able to speak




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a barely perceptible pause.










2.
 
only a short time before




•
 
they had barely sat down when forty policemen swarmed in.










3.
 
in a simple and sparse way




•
 
their barely furnished house.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 openly; explicitly.













Barenboim, Daniel

 
/ˈbarənˌboim/






(1942–), Argentine-born pianist and conductor; husband of Jacqueline du Pré. He was musical director of the Orchestre de Paris 1975–88 and of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 1991–2006.









Barents, Willem

 
/ˈbarənts, ˈbär-/






(died 1597), Dutch explorer. The leader of several expeditions in search of the Northeast Passage to Asia, Barents discovered Spitsbergen and reached Novaya Zemlya.









Barents Sea

 
/ˈberən(t)s sē/






a part of the Arctic Ocean north of Norway and Russia, bounded on the west by Svalbard, on the north by Franz Josef Land, and on the east by Novaya Zemlya.










barf

 
/bärf /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
vomit.








II.
 
noun




vomited food.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





barf bag






noun






‹informal›

 a bag provided to airplane passengers for use in case of vomiting associated with motion sickness.













barfly

 
/ˈbärˌflī/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who spends much time drinking in bars.













barfy

 
/ˈbärfē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 nauseous or inclined to vomit




•
 
I started feeling really barfy on the train into town.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 causing a feeling of nausea or disgust; nauseating




•
 
barfy sweetheart music.

















– origin

 1950s: from barf
 + -y
 1
 .





bargain

 
/ˈbärɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agreement between two or more parties as to what each party will do for the other




•
 
the extraconstitutional bargain between the northern elite and the southern planters.










2.
 
a thing bought or offered for sale more cheaply than is usual or expected




•
 
the secondhand table was a real bargain




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
household and electrical goods at bargain prices.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
negotiate the terms and conditions of a transaction




•
 
he 
bargained with

 the city council to rent the stadium




•
 (as 
noun

 
bargaining

 )
 
many statutes are passed by political bargaining.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
bargain something away

 )
 — part with something after negotiation but get little or nothing in return




•
 
his determination not to bargain away any of the province's existing economic powers.










3.
 
(
bargain for/on

 )
 — be prepared for; expect




•
 
I got more information than I'd bargained for




•
 
he didn't bargain on this storm.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
drive a hard bargain






be uncompromising in making a deal.









2.
 
into (or in) the bargain






in addition to what was expected; moreover




•
 
an upstate yokel and a raving paranoiac into the bargain.















3.
 
keep one's side of the bargain






carry out the promises one has made as part of an agreement.









4.
 
strike a bargain






make a bargain; agree to a deal.












IV.
 
derivatives





bargainer

 
/ˈbärɡ(ə)nər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bargaine

 (noun), 
bargaignier

 (verb); probably of Germanic origin and related to German 
borgen

 ‘borrow.’





bargain basement

 
/ˈbärɡən ˌbāsmənt/






noun




a part of a store where goods are sold cheaply, typically because they are old or imperfect


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bargain-basement prices




•
 


‹figurative›

 a mixture of styles from pop culture's bargain basement.



















bargaining chip

 
/ˈbärɡ(ə)niNG ˌCHip/






noun




a potential concession or other factor that can be used to advantage in negotiations.













barge

 
/bärj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat-bottomed boat for carrying freight, typically on canals and rivers, either under its own power or towed by another.




2.
 
a long ornamental boat used for pleasure or ceremony.




3.
 
a boat used by the chief officers of a warship.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move forcefully or roughly




•
 
we can't just 
barge into

 a private garden.










2.
 
(
barge in

 )
 — intrude or interrupt rudely or awkwardly




•
 
sorry to 
barge in on

 your cozy evening.










3.
 
(chiefly in a sporting context) collide with




•
 
displays of dissent, such as deliberately 
barging into

 the umpire.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey (freight) by barge.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a small seagoing vessel): from Old French, perhaps ultimately from Greek 
baris

 ‘Egyptian boat.’





bargeboard

 
/ˈbärjbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a board, typically ornamental, fixed to the gable end of a roof to hide the ends of the roof timbers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mid 16th-cent. 
barge-

 (used in architectural terms relating to the gable of a building).





bargee

 
/bärˈjē/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a bargeman.














Bargello

 
/bärˈjelō, -ˈZHelō /

 
bargello





I.
 
noun




a kind of embroidery, typically worked on upholstery fabrics, in stitch patterns suggestive of flames.

Also called flame stitch
 .











– origin

 1940s: named after 
Bargello

 Palace, in Florence, Italy, which contains upholstered chairs with such embroidery.





bargeman

 
/ˈbärjmən/






noun




a person who has charge of, or works on, a barge.














bar graph

 
bar chart






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a diagram in which the numerical values of variables are represented by the height or length of lines or rectangles of equal width.













Bar Harbor

 
/ˌbär ˈhärbər/






a resort town in southern central Maine, on Mount Desert Island; pop. 5,129 (est. 2008).









barhop

 
/ˈbärhäp/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink at a number of bars during a single day or evening.













Bari

 
/ˈbärē/






an industrial seaport on the Adriatic coast of southeastern Italy; pop. 320,677 (2008).









bariatrics

 
/ˌberēˈatriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of medicine that deals with the study and treatment of obesity.








II.
 
derivatives





bariatric

 
/ˌberēˈatrik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from baro-
 + Greek 
iatros

 ‘physician’ + -ics
 .





bariatric surgery






noun




surgical procedures performed on the stomach or intestines to induce weight loss.













barilla

 
/bəˈrilə, -ˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




an impure alkali formerly made from the ashes of burned plants, especially saltworts.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
barrilla

 , diminutive of 
barra

 ‘bar.’





Barisal

 
/ˈberəˌsôl/






a river port in southern Bangladesh, on the Ganges delta; pop. 210,374 (2008).









barista

 
/bəˌrēstə bəˈristə/





I.
 
noun




a person whose job involves preparing and serving different types of coffee.











– origin

 1980s: Italian, ‘barman.’





barite

 
/ˈberīt/






noun




a mineral consisting of barium sulfate, typically occurring as colorless prismatic crystals or thin white flakes.













baritone

 
/ˈberəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an adult male singing voice between tenor and bass




•
 
he sang in a rich baritone.










2.
 
a singer with a baritone voice.




3.
 
a part written for a baritone voice.




4.
 
(in full 
baritone horn

 )
 — an instrument that is second lowest in pitch in its family.




5.
 
a large, valved brass instrument in coiled oval form, used especially in military or street bands.








II.
 
adjective




second lowest in musical pitch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
baritono

 , from Greek 
barutonos

 , from 
barus

 ‘heavy’ + 
tonos

 (see tone
 ).





baritonist

 
/ˈbariˌtōnist/






noun




a person who plays a baritone instrument, in particular a saxophone or a horn.













barium

 
/ˈberēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Ba

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 56, a soft white reactive metal of the alkaline earth group.




2.
 
a mixture of barium sulfate and water, opaque to X-rays, that is swallowed to permit radiological examination of the stomach or intestines


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a barium meal.











Barium compounds are used in water purification, the glass industry, and pigments, and as an ingredient of signal flares and fireworks, giving a bright yellowish-green color. Barium oxide is a component of high-temperature superconductors.







– origin

 early 19th cent.: from baryta
 + -ium
 .





barium sulfate






noun




an odorless, insoluble white powder used in the making of pigments, paper, textiles, and plastics, and ingested as a contrasting agent in X-raying the digestive tract.

[Chem. formula: BaSO4
 .]














bark1


 
/bärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sharp explosive cry of certain animals, especially a dog, fox, or seal.




2.
 
a sound resembling a sharp explosive cry, typically one made by someone laughing or coughing




•
 
a short bark of laughter.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a dog or other animal) emit a bark




•
 
a dog 
barked at

 her.










2.
 
(of a person) make a sound, such as a cough or a laugh, resembling a bark




•
 
she barked with laughter.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter (a command or question) abruptly or aggressively




•
 
he began 
barking out

 his orders




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Nobody is allowed up here,” he barked




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was 
barking at

 me to make myself presentable.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 call out in order to sell or advertise something




•
 
doormen bark at passersby, promising hot music and cold beer.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
someone's bark is worse than their bite






someone is not as ferocious as they appear or sound.









2.
 
be barking up the wrong tree








‹informal›

 be pursuing a mistaken or misguided line of thought or course of action.















– origin

 Old English 
beorc

 (noun), 
beorcan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; possibly related to break
 .





bark2


 
/bärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tough, protective outer sheath of the trunk, branches, and twigs of a tree or woody shrub.




2.
 
the bark of a tree used for tanning leather, making dyestuffs, or as a mulch in gardening.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strip the bark from (a tree or piece of wood).




2.
 
scrape the skin off (one's shin) by accidentally hitting it against something hard.




3.
 


‹technical›

 tan or dye (leather or other materials) using the tannins found in bark.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
bǫrkr

 ; perhaps related to birch
 .






bark3


 
/bärk /

 
barque





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sailing ship, typically with three masts, in which the foremast and mainmast are square-rigged and the mizzenmast is rigged fore-and-aft.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a ship or boat.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of barque
 .





bark beetle






noun




a small wood-boring beetle that tunnels under the bark of trees, which die if heavily infested.

[Family 
Scolytidae

 : many genera and species, including the 
smaller European elm bark beetle

 (
Scolytus multistriatus

 ), which is responsible for the spread of the fungus that causes Dutch elm disease.]













barkcloth

 
/ˈbärkˌklôTH/






noun




cloth made from the inner bark of the paper mulberry or similar tree.













barked

 
/bärkt/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a tree or woody shrub) having bark of a specified kind




•
 
thick-barked trees that could resist fire.



















barkeeper

 
/ˈbärˌkēpər /

 
barkeep






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who owns or serves drinks in a bar.













barkentine

 
/ˈbärkənˌtēn /

 


‹Brit.›

 barquentine





I.
 
noun




a sailing ship similar to a bark but square-rigged only on the foremast.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from bark
 3
 , on the pattern of 
brigantine

 .





barker

 
/ˈbärkər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who stands in front of a theater, sideshow, etc., and calls out to passersby to attract customers.











– origin

 late Middle English: from bark
 1
 + -er
 1
 . The original sense was ‘a person or animal that barks; noisy protester,’ hence the current sense (late 17th cent).






barking deer






noun




another term for muntjac
 .













Barkley, Alben W.

 
/ˈbärklē/






(1877–1956), US politician; full name 
Alben William Barkley

 . He served as Harry S. Truman's vice president 1949–53. He also served in the US Senate 1927–49, 1955–56.









Barkley, Charles






(1963–), US basketball player; full name 
Charles Wade Barkley

 . He played for the Philadelphia 76ers 1984–92, the Phoenix Suns 1992–96, and the Houston Rockets 1996–2000. He was also a member of the US Olympic “Dream Team" in 1992. Basketball Hall of Fame (2006).









barley

 
/ˈbärlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hardy cereal that has coarse bristles extending from the ears. It is widely cultivated, chiefly for use in brewing and stockfeed.

[Genus 
Hordeum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]




2.
 
the grain of the barley plant.

See also pearl barley
 .











– origin

 Old English 
bærlic

 (adjective), from 
bære

 , 
bere

 ‘barley’ + 
-lic

 (see -ly
 1
 ).





barleycorn

 
/ˈbärlēˌkôrn/






noun



1.
 
a grain of barley.




2.
 
a former unit of measurement (about a third of an inch) based on the length of a grain of barley.













barley sugar

 
/ˈbärlē ˌSHo͝oɡər/





I.
 
noun




an amber-colored candy made of boiled sugar, traditionally shaped as a twisted stick.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
shaped like twisted barley-sugar sticks.













barley water






noun




a drink made from water and a boiled barley mixture, typically flavored with orange or lemon.













barley wine

 
/ˈbärlē ˌwīn/






noun




a strong English ale.













bar line

 
/bär līn/






noun






[Music]

 a vertical line used in a musical score to mark a division between bars.













Barlow knife

 
/ˈbärlō ˌnīf/






noun




a large single-bladed pocketknife.














barm

 
/bärm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the froth on fermenting malt liquor.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 yeast or leaven.











– origin

 Old English 
beorma

 .





barmaid

 
/ˈbärˌmād/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a waitress who serves drinks in a bar.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a woman bartender.













barman

 
/ˈbärmən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a male bartender.













Barmecide

 
/ˈbärməˌsīd /

 

‹rare›


 
Barmecidal





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
illusory or imaginary and therefore disappointing.








II.
 
noun




a person who offers benefits that are illusory or disappointing.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a noun): from Arabic 
Barmakī

 , the name of a prince in the 
Arabian Nights' Entertainments

 , who gave a beggar a feast consisting of ornate but empty dishes.






bar mitzvah

 
/ˌbär ˈmitsvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the religious initiation ceremony of a Jewish boy who has reached the age of 13 and is regarded as ready to observe religious precepts and eligible to take part in public worship.




2.
 
a boy undergoing the bar mitzvah ceremony.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bar mitzvahed

 )


1.
 
celebrate the bar mitzvah of (a boy).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
bar miṣwāh

 , literally ‘son of the commandment.’





barmy

 
/ˈbärmē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 another term for balmy
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
barmily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
barminess






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘frothy’): from barm
 + -y
 1
 .





barmy army






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 supporters of a particular sports team who are known for their vociferous support during matches, especially a group of fans who follow the England cricket team




•
 
the barmy army added their voice to a very memorable occasion.



















barn1


 
/bärn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large farm building used for storing grain, hay, or straw or for housing livestock.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large shed used for storing vehicles.




3.
 
a large and unattractive building




•
 
moved into that 
barn of a

 house.

















– origin

 Old English 
bern

 , 
berern

 , from 
bere

 ‘barley’ + 
ern

 , 
ærn

 ‘house.’





barn2


 
/bärn /

 
b





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of area, 10–28
 square meters, used especially in particle physics.











– origin

 1940s: apparently from the phrase 
as big as a barn door

 .





Barnabas, St.

 
/ˈbärnəbəs/






(died 
c.

 61), a Cypriot Levite and apostle. The traditional founder of the Cypriot Church, he is said to have been martyred in Cyprus. Feast day, June 11.










barnacle

 
/ˈbärnək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a marine crustacean with an external shell, which attaches itself permanently to a variety of surfaces. Barnacles feed by filtering particles from the water using their modified feathery legs.

[Class 
Cirripedia

 . See acorn barnacle
 , goose barnacle
 .]




2.
 
used figuratively to describe a tenacious person or thing




•
 
buses careered along with men hanging from their doors like barnacles.














II.
 
derivatives





barnacled






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
bernaca

 , of unknown origin. In Middle English the term denoted the barnacle goose, whose breeding grounds were long unknown and which was believed to hatch from the shell of the crustacean to which it gave its name.





barnacle goose

 
/ˈbärnəkəl ɡo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a goose with a white face and black neck, breeding in the arctic tundra of Greenland and northern Europe.

[
Branta leucopsis

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: see barnacle
 .





Barnard, Christiaan

 
/ˈbärnərd/






(1922–2001), South African surgeon; a pioneer in human heart transplantation; full name 
Christiaan Neethling Barnard

 . He performed the first heart transplant in December 1967.









Barnaul

 
/ˌbärnəˈo͞ol/






the capital of Altai territory in southern Russia, on the Ob River; pop. 597,200 (est. 2008).









barn burner

 
barnburner






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an event, typically a sports contest, that is very exciting or intense.













barn dance

 
/ˈˌbärn ˈdans/






noun




an informal social gathering for square dancing, originally held in a barn.













barn door

 
/ˈbärn ˌdô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
the large door of a barn.




2.
 
a target too large to be missed




•
 
on the shooting range he 
could not hit a barn door

 .










3.
 
a hinged metal flap fitted to a spotlight to control the direction and intensity of its beam.













Barnegat Bay

 
/ˈbärniˌɡat, -ɡət/






a tidal body in southeastern New Jersey, shielded from the Atlantic Ocean by barrier islands, the site of numerous resorts.









barn owl

 
/ˈbärn ˌoul/






noun




an owl with a heart-shaped face, dark eyes, and relatively long, slender legs. It typically nests in farm buildings or in holes in trees.

[Genus 
Tyto

 , family 
Tytonidae

 : three species, esp. the white-faced 
T. alba

 , which is found throughout the world.]













Barnsley

 
/ˈbärnzlē/






a town in northern England; pop. 70,100 (est. 2009).









Barnstable

 
/ˈbärnstəbəl/






a town in southeastern Massachusetts, on the southwestern part of Cape Cod; pop. 46,184 (est. 2008). It is the commercial center for a resort area.









barnstorm

 
/ˈbärnˌstôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 tour rural districts giving theatrical performances, originally often in barns.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 make a rapid tour of (an area), typically as part of a political campaign.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 travel around giving exhibitions of flying and performing aeronautical stunts


(as 
noun

 
barnstorming

 )


•
 
barnstorming had become a popular occupation among many trained pilots.














II.
 
derivatives





barnstormer

 
/ˈbärnˌstôrmər /






noun






















Barnum, P. T.

 
/ˈbärnəm/






(1810–91), US showman; full name 
Phineas Taylor Barnum

 . He was noted for his extravagant advertising and exhibition of freaks at his museum in New York City. When his circus opened in 1871, he billed it as “The Greatest Show on Earth”; ten years later, he founded the Barnum and Bailey circus with former rival Anthony Bailey (1847–1906).









Barnum effect





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 the tendency to accept certain information as true, such as character assessments or horoscopes, even when the information is so vague as to be worthless.











– origin

 named after P. T. 
Barnum

 (see Barnum, P. T.
 ); the word 
Barnum

 was in use from the mid 19th cent. as a noun in the sense ‘nonsense, humbug.’





barnyard

 
/ˈbärnˌyärd/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the area of open ground around a barn.








II.
 
adjective




(especially of manners or language) characterized by a lack of propriety; coarse, indecent, earthy




•
 
a polite way of avoiding barnyard language.




















baro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to pressure




•
 
barotrauma




•
 
baroreceptor.

















– origin

 from Greek 
baros

 ‘weight.’





barogram

 
/ˈberəˌɡram/






noun




a record of atmospheric pressure produced by a barograph.













barograph

 
/ˈberəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a barometer that records its readings on a moving chart.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
baros

 ‘weight’ + -graph
 .





Barolo

 
/bəˈrōlō/






noun




a full-bodied red Italian wine from Barolo, a region of Piedmont.













barometer

 
/bəˈrämədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument measuring atmospheric pressure, used especially in forecasting the weather and determining altitude.




2.
 
something that reflects changes in circumstances or opinions




•
 
furniture is 
a barometer of

 changing tastes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
barometric

 
/ˈˌberəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
barometrical






adjective













3.
 
barometry

 
/bəˈrämətrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
baros

 ‘weight’ + -meter
 .






barometric pressure






noun




another term for atmospheric pressure
 .














baron

 
/ˈberən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the lowest order of the British nobility. The term “Baron” is not used as a form of address in Britain, barons usually being referred to as “Lord.”




2.
 
a member of a foreign nobility having a rank similar to that of a baron.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a person who held lands or property from the sovereign or a powerful overlord.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an important or powerful person in a specified business or industry




•
 
a press baron.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
baro

 , 
baron-

 ‘man, warrior,’ probably of Germanic origin.





baronage

 
/ˈberənij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — barons or nobles collectively.




2.
 
an annotated list of barons or peers.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
barnage

 (from 
baron

 ), or from medieval Latin 
baronagium

 , from 
baro

 (see baron
 ).





baroness

 
/ˈberənəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a baron. The term “Baroness” is not used as a form of address in Britain, baronesses usually being referred to as “Lady.”




2.
 
a woman holding the rank of baron either as a life peerage or as a hereditary rank.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
baronesse

 , from 
baron

 (see baron
 ).





baronet

 
/ˈberənət/





I.
 
noun




a member of the lowest hereditary titled British order, with the status of a commoner but able to use the prefix “Sir.”











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Latin 
baronettus

 , from Latin 
baro

 , 
baron-

 ‘man, warrior.’ The term originally denoted a gentleman, not a nobleman, summoned by the king to attend parliament; the current order was instituted in the early 17th cent.





baronetage

 
/ˈbarənitij, ˌbarəˈnetij/






noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — baronets collectively.




2.
 
an annotated list of baronets.













baronetcy

 
/ˈberənetsē/






noun




the rank of a baronet.













baronial

 
/bəˈrōnēəl/






adjective




belonging or relating to a baron or barons; suitable for a baron




•
 
a leading baronial family




•
 
halls of baronial splendor.



















baron of beef






noun




a joint of beef consisting of two sirloins joined at the backbone.













barony

 
/ˈberənē/






noun



1.
 
the rank and estates of a baron.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in Ireland) a division of a county.




3.
 


‹historical›

 (in Scotland) a large manor or estate.














baroque

 
/bəˈrōk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a style of European architecture, music, and art of the 17th and 18th centuries that followed mannerism and is characterized by ornate detail. In architecture the period is exemplified by the palace of Versailles and by the work of Bernini in Italy. Major composers include Vivaldi, Bach, and Handel; Caravaggio and Rubens are important baroque artists.




2.
 
highly ornate and extravagant in style




•
 
the candles were positively baroque.














II.
 
noun




the baroque style or period.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French (originally designating a pearl of irregular shape), from Portuguese 
barroco

 , Spanish 
barrueco

 , or Italian 
barocco

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





baroreceptor

 
/ˌberōrəˈseptər/






noun






[Zoology]

 a receptor sensitive to changes in pressure.













barotrauma

 
/ˌbarōˈtroumə, -ˈtrô-/






noun






[Medicine]

 injury caused by a change in air pressure, typically affecting the ear or the lung.













barouche

 
/bəˈro͞oSH/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage with a collapsible hood over the rear half, a seat in front for the driver, and seats facing each other for the passengers, used especially in the 19th century.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German dialect 
Barutsche

 , from Italian 
baroccio

 , based on Latin 
birotus

 ‘two-wheeled,’ from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + 
rota

 ‘wheel.’






barque

 
/bärk/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of bark
 3
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, probably from Provençal 
barca

 , from late Latin 
barca

 ‘ship's boat.’





Barquisimeto

 
/ˌbärkəsəˈmādō/






a city in northwestern Venezuela; pop. 1,018,900 (est. 2009).









Barr, Roseanne

 
/bär/






(1952–), US comedienne and actress. Her television sitcom 
Roseanne

 (1988–97) was inspired by her popular stand-up comedy persona.









barrack1


 
/ˈberək/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (soldiers) with accommodations in a building or set of buildings




•
 
the granary in which the platoons were barracked.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from barracks
 .





barrack2


 
/ˈberək/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 jeer loudly at (someone performing or speaking in public) in order to express disapproval or to create a distraction




•
 
opponents barracked him when he addressed the opening parliamentary session




•
 (as 
noun

 
barracking

 )
 
the disgraceful barracking which came from the mob.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
barrack for

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 give support and encouragement to




•
 
I take it you'll be barracking for Labour tonight?

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from Northern Irish dialect.






barracks

 
/ˈberəks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a building or group of buildings used to house soldiers




•
 
the troops were ordered back to barracks.










2.
 
a building or group of buildings used to house large numbers of people.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: 
barrack

 from French 
baraque

 , from Italian 
baracca

 or Spanish 
barraca

 ‘soldier's tent,’ of unknown origin.





barracks bag






noun




a large cloth bag for carrying clothing, equipment, and personal items; a duffel bag.













barracoon

 
/ˌberəˈko͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an enclosure in which black slaves were confined for a limited period.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
barracón

 , from 
barraca

 ‘soldier's tent’ (see barracks
 ).





barracuda

 
/ˌberəˈko͞odə/





I.
 
noun




a large, predatory tropical marine fish with a slender body and large jaws and teeth.

[Genus 
Sphyraena

 , family 
Sphyraenidae

 : several species, in particular the inedible and poisonous 
great barracuda

 (
S. barracuda

 ) and the edible 
Pacific barracuda

 (
S. argentea

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





barrage

 
/bəˈrä(d)ZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a concentrated artillery bombardment over a wide area.




2.
 
a concentrated outpouring, as of questions or blows




•
 
she was not prepared for his 
barrage of

 questions




•
 
a barrage of 60-second television spots.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be barraged

 )


1.
 
bombard (someone) with something




•
 
his doctor was 
barraged with

 unsolicited advice.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
barrer

 ‘to bar,’ of unknown origin.





barrage balloon

 
/bəˈrä(d)ZH bəˈlo͞on/






noun




a large balloon anchored to the ground by cables and often with netting suspended from it, serving as an obstacle to low-flying enemy aircraft.













barramundi

 
/ˌberəˈməndē/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of large, chiefly freshwater, fishes of Australia and Southeast Asia.

[● a fish that migrates between the sea and rivers and is valued as a food fish (
Lates calcarifer

 , family 
Centropomidae

 ). ● a mouthbrooder (genus 
Scleropages

 , family 
Osteoglossidae

 ), in particular 
S. leichardti

 , which is popular with fly fishermen.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from an Aboriginal language of Queensland, Australia.





barranca

 
/bəˈräNGkə /

 
barranco





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a narrow, winding river gorge.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish.





Barranquilla

 
/ˌbärənˈkēlyə/






the chief port of Colombia; pop. 1,112,889 (2005). Founded in 1629, it lies at the mouth of the Magdalena River, near the Caribbean Sea.










barratry

 
/ˈberətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 fraud or gross negligence of a ship's master or crew at the expense of its owners or users.




2.
 


[Law]

 vexatious litigation or incitement to it.




3.
 


‹historical›

 trade in the sale of church or state appointments.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
barrator

 
/ˈberədər /






noun




(
 — 

‹historical›

 barratry
 (
sense

 2)













2.
 
barratrous

 
/-trəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Old French 
baraterie

 , from 
barater

 ‘deceive,’ based on Greek 
prattein

 ‘do, perform, manage’ (sometimes dishonestly); perhaps influenced by Old Norse 
barátta

 ‘contest.’





Barr body

 
/ˈbär ˌbädē/






noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Physiology]

 a small, densely staining structure in the cell nuclei of female mammals, consisting of a condensed, inactive X chromosome. It is regarded as diagnostic of genetic femaleness.














barre

 
/bär/





I.
 
noun




a horizontal bar at waist level on which ballet dancers rest a hand for support during exercises.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘bar.’





barré

 
/bäˈrā/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a method of playing a chord on the guitar or similar instrument with a finger laid across the strings at a particular fret, raising their pitch.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘barred,’ past participle of 
barrer

 .





barred

 
/bärd/






adjective



1.
 
closed or secured with a long rod or rigid piece of wood, metal, or similar material




•
 
he sits by a barred window




•
 
a barred gate.










2.
 
marked with bands of color or light




•
 
he spotted a barred owl.



















barred owl






noun




large gray-brown North American owl with brown eyes and a barred pattern across the chest.

[
Strix varia

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]














barrel

 
/ˈberəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylindrical container bulging out in the middle, traditionally made of wooden staves with metal hoops around them.




2.
 
a barrel together with its contents




•
 


a barrel of

 beer.










3.
 
a measure of capacity used for oil and beer. It is usually equal to 36 imperial gallons for beer and 35 imperial gallons or 42 US gallons (roughly 159 liters) for oil.




4.
 
a tube forming part of an object such as a gun or a pen.




5.
 
the belly and loins of a four-legged animal such as a horse.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 drive or move fast, often heedless of surroundings or conditions




•
 
we barreled across the Everglades




•
 


barreling along

 the Ventura freeway.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put into a barrel or barrels.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a barrel of laughs






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a source of fun or amusement




•
 
life is not exactly a barrel of laughs at the moment.















2.
 
on the barrel






(of payment) without delay




•
 
I gotta be paid cash on the barrel.















3.
 
over a barrel








‹informal›

 in a helpless position; at someone's mercy.









4.
 
with both barrels








‹informal›

 with unrestrained force or emotion.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baril

 , from medieval Latin 
barriclus

 ‘small cask.’





barrel bomb





I.
 
noun




a crude bomb consisting of an oil drum or similar container filled with explosives, typically dropped from an aircraft




•
 
he estimated that dozens of barrel bombs had been dropped on the province in the last nine days.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drop a barrel bomb or bombs on




•
 
another of the makeshift medical centers was barrel-bombed on June 23rd




•
 (as 
noun

 
barrel-bombing

 )
 
the latest barrel-bombing reportedly killed 17 civilians.



















barrel cactus






noun




a spiny, ribbed cylindrical cactus.

[
Ferocactus

 , 
Echinocereus

 , and other genera, family 
Cactaceae

 : numerous species, including the 
Arizona barrel cactus

 (
F. wislizenii

 ), with yellow, orange, or red flower.]













barrel-chested

 
/ˈberəl ˌCHestəd/






adjective




having a large rounded chest.













barrel distortion






noun




a type of defect in optical or electronic images in which vertical or horizontal straight lines appear as convex curves.













barrelhead

 
/ˈberəlˌhed/





I.
 
noun




the flat top of a barrel.








II.
 
phrases





on the barrelhead








(N. Amer.)

 another way of saying on the barrel
 (see barrel
 ).

















barrelhouse

 
/ˈberəlˌhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cheap or disreputable bar.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an unrestrained and unsophisticated style of jazz music.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because of the rows of barrels along the walls of such a bar.






barrel knot






noun




another term for blood knot
 .













barrel organ

 
/ˈberəl ˈˌôrɡən/






noun




a mechanical musical instrument from which predetermined music is produced by turning a handle, played, especially in former times, by street musicians.













barrel roll






noun




an aerobatic maneuver in which an aircraft follows a single turn of a spiral while rolling once about its longitudinal axis.













barrel vault





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a vault forming a half cylinder.








II.
 
derivatives





barrel-vaulted






adjective





















barren

 
/ˈberən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of land) too poor to produce much or any vegetation.




2.
 
(of a tree or plant) not producing fruit or seed.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a woman) unable to have children.




4.
 
(of a female animal) not pregnant or unable to become so.




5.
 
showing no results or achievements; unproductive




•
 
much of philosophy has been barren.










6.
 
(of a place or building) bleak and lifeless




•
 
the sports hall turned out to be a rather barren concrete building.










7.
 
empty of meaning or value




•
 
those young heads were stuffed with barren facts.










8.
 
(
barren of

 )
 — devoid of




•
 
the room was barren of furniture.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
barrens

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a barren tract or tracts of land




•
 
crossing the barrens was no easy feat.














III.
 
derivatives





barrenness

 
/ˈberənˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
barhaine

 , of unknown origin.





Barrett, Elizabeth

 
/ˈbarit/






see Browning, Elizabeth Barrett
 .









barrette

 
/bəˈret/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a typically bar-shaped clip or ornament for the hair.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
barre

 ‘bar.’





barricade

 
/ˈberəˌkād/





I.
 
noun




an improvised barrier erected across a street or other thoroughfare to prevent or delay the movement of opposing forces.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
block or defend with an improvised barrier




•
 
he barricaded the door with a bureau




•
 (as 
adj.

 
barricaded

 )
 
the heavily barricaded streets.










2.
 
shut (oneself or someone) into a place by blocking all the entrances




•
 
detainees who 
barricaded themselves into

 their dormitory.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from 
barrique

 ‘cask,’ from Spanish 
barrica

 ; related to barrel
 (barrels being often used to build barricades).





Barrie, Sir J. M.

 
/ˈbarē/






(1860–1937), Scottish dramatist and novelist; full name 
Sir James Matthew Barrie

 . He wrote 
Peter Pan

 (1904), a fantasy for children about a boy who would not grow up. Other notable plays include 
The Admirable Crichton

 (1902).









barrier

 
/ˈberēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fence or other obstacle that prevents movement or access.




2.
 
a circumstance or obstacle that keeps people or things apart or prevents communication or progress




•
 
a language barrier




•
 
the cultural 
barriers to

 economic growth.










3.
 
the starting gate of a racecourse.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a gate at a parking lot that controls access by being raised or lowered.




5.
 
(in full 
barrier island

 )
 — a long narrow island lying parallel and close to the mainland, protecting the mainland from erosion and storms.








II.
 
phrases





break the barrier






pass or exceed a significant level or amount




•
 
the Tokyo stock exchange reopened to break the 5000-yen barrier.





















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a palisade or fortification defending an entrance): from Old French 
barriere

 , of unknown origin; related to barre
 .





barrier method

 
/ˈberēər ˈmeTHəd/






noun




a method of contraception using a device or preparation that prevents live sperm from reaching an ovum.













barrier reef

 
/ˈberēər rēf/






noun




a coral reef running parallel to the shore but separated from it by a channel of deep water.













barring

 
/ˈbäriNG/





I.
 
preposition




except for; if not for




•
 
barring a miracle, you’ll lose.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from the verb bar
 1
 + -ing
 2
 .





barrio

 
/ˈbärēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a district of a town in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries.




2.
 
(in the US) the Spanish-speaking quarter of a town or city, especially one with a high poverty level.











– origin

 Spanish, perhaps from Arabic.





barrique

 
/bəˈrēk/





I.
 
noun




a wine barrel, especially a small one made of new oak, in which Bordeaux and other wines are aged.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French.





barrister

 
/ˈberəstər /

 
barrister-at-law





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a lawyer entitled to practice as an advocate, particularly in the higher courts.

Compare with attorney
 , solicitor
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from the noun bar
 1
 , perhaps on the pattern of 
minister

 .





barroom

 
/ˈbäro͞om ˈbäro͝om/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a room where alcoholic drinks are served over a counter.













barrow1


 
/ˈberō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wheelbarrow.




2.
 
a luggage trolley.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a two-wheeled handcart used especially by street vendors.








II.
 
derivatives





barrowload

 
/ˈberōˌlōd /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bearwe

 ‘stretcher, bier,’ of Germanic origin; related to bear
 1
 .





barrow2


 
/ˈberō/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 an ancient burial mound.











– origin

 Old English 
beorg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
berg

 , German 
Berg

 ‘hill, mountain.’





barrow3


 
/ˈberō/






noun




a male pig castrated before maturity.













Barrow

 
/ˈberō/






a city in north central Alaska, a commercial center on the Arctic Ocean. It is the northernmost US city; pop. 4,010 (est. 2008). Nearby Point Barrow is the northernmost point in the US.









Barrow, Clyde






(1909–34), US bank robber and murderer. He and his partner, Bonnie Parker, shot and killed at least thirteen people during a notorious two-year crime spree across the Southwest. They were finally stopped and shot to death at a Louisiana roadblock.









barrow boy

 
/ˈberō ˌboi/






noun






(Brit.)

 a boy or man who sells wares from a barrow in the street.













barry

 
/ˈberē/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 divided into typically four, six, or eight equal horizontal bars of alternating tinctures.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
barré

 ‘barred, striped,’ past participle of 
barrer

 .





Barry, Sir Charles

 
/ˈbarē/






(1795–1860), English architect, designer of the Houses of Parliament.









Barrymore

 
/ˈberəˌmôr/






a US family of film and stage actors, notably 
Lionel

 (1878–1954), his sister 
Ethel

 (1879–1959), their brother 
John

 (1882–1942), and John's granddaughter 
Drew

 (1975–).









Barsac

 
/ˈbärsak/






noun




a sweet white wine from the district of Barsac, a department of the Gironde in France.













bar sinister






noun




popular and erroneous term for bend sinister
 .













barstool

 
/ˈbärsto͞ol /

 
bar stool






noun




a tall padded stool for customers at a bar to sit on.













Barstow

 
/ˈbärstō/






a city in south central California, in the Mojave Desert, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 24,596 (est. 2008).









Bart.

 
/bärt, berənet/






abbreviation




Baronet.













Bart, Lionel

 
/bärt/






(1930–99), English composer and lyricist; born 
Lionel Beglieter

 . His musicals include 
Oliver!

 (1960).









bar tack





I.
 
noun




a stitch made to strengthen a potential weak spot in a garment or other sewn item.








II.
 
derivatives





bar-tacked






adjective






















bartender

 
/ˈbärˌtendər/





I.
 
noun




a person who mixes and serves drinks at a bar.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bartend

 
/ˈbärˌtend /






verb













2.
 
bartending

 
/ˈbärˌtend /






noun





















barter

 
/ˈbärdər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exchange (goods or services) for other goods or services without using money




•
 
he often 
bartered

 a meal 
for

 drawings




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company is prepared to barter for Russian oil.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or system of exchanging goods or services without using money




•
 
it will be paid for by a mixture of barter and cash.










2.
 
the goods or services used in bartering




•
 
I took a supply of coffee and cigarettes to use as barter.














III.
 
derivatives





barterer

 
/ˈbärd(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old French 
barater

 ‘deceive’ (see barratry
 ).





Barth, John

 
/bärTH/






(1930–), US novelist and short-story writer noted for complex experimental novels; full name 
John Simmons Barth

 . Notable works: 
The Sot-Weed Factor

 (1960), 
Giles Goat-Boy

 (1966), and 
Letters

 (1979).









Barth, Karl

 
/bärt/






(1886–1968), Swiss theologian. His seminal work 
Epistle to the Romans

 (1919) established a neo-orthodox or theocentric approach to contemporary religious thought that remains influential in Protestant theology.









Barthes, Roland

 
/bärt/






(1915–80), French writer and critic. He was a leading exponent of structuralism and semiology in literary criticism. Notable works: 
On Racine

 (1963), 
Mythologies

 (1957), and 
Elements of Semiology

 (1964).









Bartholdi, Auguste

 
/bärˈtôldē/






(1834–1904), French sculptor; full name 
Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi

 . He is known primarily as the designer of the Statue of Liberty.









Bartholin's gland

 
/ˈbärTHəlinz ˌɡland ˈbärdəlinz ˌɡland/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 one of a pair of glands lying near the entrance of the vagina, which secrete a fluid that lubricates the vulva.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named by Caspar 
Bartholin

 (1655–1738), Danish anatomist, as a tribute to his father.





Bartholomew, St.

 
/bärˈTHäləˌmyo͞o/






an Apostle; regarded as the patron saint of tanners. Feast day, August 24.









bartizan

 
/ˈbärdəzən/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 an overhanging corner turret at the top of a castle or church tower.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 17th-cent. 
bertisene

 , Scots variant of 
bratticing

 ‘temporary breastwork or parapet,’ from brattice
 ; revived and reinterpreted by Sir Walter Scott.





Bartlesville

 
/ˈbärdlzˌvil/






a city in northeastern Oklahoma, noted as an oil industry center; pop. 35,914 (est. 2008).









Bartlett1


 
/ˈbärtlit/






a town in southwestern Tennessee, northeast of Memphis; pop. 47,501 (est. 2008).









Bartlett2


 
/ˈbärtlət /

 
Bartlett pear






noun




a dessert pear of a juicy, early-ripening variety.













Bartók, Béla

 
/ˈbärˌtäk, -ˌtôk/






(1881–1945), Hungarian composer, whose work owes much to Hungarian folk music. Notable works: 
Concerto for Orchestra

 (1943) and 
Duke Bluebeard's Castle

 (opera, 1911).









Bartolommeo, Fra

 
/ˌbärtōləˈmāō/






(
c.

 1472–1517), Italian painter; born 
Baccio della Porta

 . A Dominican friar, he worked chiefly in Florence. Notable works: 
The Vision of St. Bernard

 (1507) and 
The Mystic Marriage of St. Catherine

 (1511).









Barton, Clara

 
/ˈbärtn/






(1821–1912), US social activist; full name 
Clarissa Harlowe Barton

 . She founded the American Red Cross and served as its first president 1881–1904.









bar towel

 


‹US›

 bar mop






noun




a small piece of thick absorbent cloth used in a bar for wiping tables and cleaning glasses




•
 
she threw the bar towel in the sink




•
 
Travis picked up his bar mop and began shining the wooden surface.



















bartsia

 
/ˈbärtsēə/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant of the figwort family. Some kinds obtain additional nourishment by attachment to the roots of other plants, especially grasses.

[
Bartsia

 and related genera, family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the pink-flowered 
red bartsia

 (
Odontites serotina

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of Johann 
Bartsch

 (1709–38), Prussian botanist.





Baruch

 
/ˈbäro͝ok/






a book of the Apocrypha, attributed in the text to Baruch, the scribe of Jeremiah (Jer. 36).









Baruch, Bernard

 
/bəˈro͞ok/






(1870–1965), US financier and economic consultant; full name 
Bernard Mannes Baruch

 . As an adviser to Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt, he served as chairman of the War Industries Board 1918–19 and US representative on the UN Atomic Energy Commission 1946.









barware

 
/ˈbärwer/






noun




glassware of various shapes and sizes used for preparing and serving alcoholic drinks.













barycentric

 
/ˌberəˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the center of gravity.








II.
 
derivatives





barycenter

 
/ˈbarəˌsentər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
barus

 ‘heavy’ + -centric
 .






baryon

 
/ˈberēˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle, such as a nucleon or hyperon, that has a mass equal to or greater than that of a proton.








II.
 
derivatives





baryonic

 
/ˌbarēˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
barus

 ‘heavy’ + -on
 .





baryonic matter






noun




matter composed of protons and neutrons; ordinary matter, as distinct from exotic forms.













Baryshnikov, Mikhail

 
/bəˈriSHnəˌkôf, -ˌkôv/






(1948–), US ballet dancer, born in Latvia of Russian parents; full name 
Mikhail Nikolaevich Baryshnikov

 . In 1974 he defected to the West while touring with the Kirov Ballet. He served as the American Ballet Theater's artistic director 1980–89.










baryta

 
/bəˈrīdə/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 barium hydroxide.

[Chem. formula: Ba(OH)2
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from baryte, on the pattern of words such as 
soda

 .





basal

 
/ˈbāsəl ˈbāzəl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 forming or belonging to a bottom layer or base.














basal body

 
basal granule






noun






[Biology]

 an organelle that forms the base of a flagellum or cilium.

Also called kinetosome
 .













basal cell






noun




a type of cell in the innermost layer of the epidermis or other epithelial tissue.













basal cell carcinoma

 
/ˈbāsəl ˈbāzəl sel ˌkärsəˈnōmə/






noun




technical term for rodent ulcer
 .














basal ganglia






plural noun






[Anatomy]

 a group of structures linked to the thalamus in the base of the brain and involved in coordination of movement.













basal metabolic rate

 
/ˈbāsəl ˈbāzəl ˈˌmedəˈbälik rāt/





I.
 
noun




the rate at which the body uses energy while at rest to keep vital functions going, such as breathing and keeping warm.








II.
 
derivatives





basal metabolism






noun






















basalt

 
/bəˈsôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark, fine-grained volcanic rock that sometimes displays a columnar structure. It is typically composed largely of plagioclase with pyroxene and olivine.




2.
 
a kind of black stoneware resembling basalt.








II.
 
derivatives





basaltic

 
/bəˈsôltik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the Latin form): from Latin 
basaltes

 (variant of 
basanites

 ), from Greek 
basanitēs

 , from 
basanos

 ‘touchstone.’





bascule

 
/ˈbaskyo͞ol /

 
bascule bridge





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of bridge with a pivoting section that is raised and lowered using counterweights.




2.
 
a moveable section of road forming part of a bascule bridge.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: earlier denoting a lever apparatus of which one end is raised while the other is lowered, from French (earlier 
bacule

 ), ‘seesaw,’ from 
battre

 ‘to bump’ + 
cul

 ‘buttocks.’






base1


 
/bās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lowest part or edge of something, especially the part on which it rests or is supported




•
 
she sat down at the base of a tree.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 the part of a column between the shaft and pedestal or pavement.




3.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the end at which a part or organ is attached to the trunk or main part




•
 
a shoot is produced at the base of the stem.










4.
 


[Geometry]

 a line or surface on which a figure is regarded as standing




•
 
the base of the triangle.










5.
 


[Surveying]

 a line of known length used in triangulation.




6.
 


[Heraldry]

 the lowest part of a shield.




7.
 
a conceptual structure or entity on which something draws or depends




•
 
the town's economic base collapsed.










8.
 
something used as a foundation or starting point for further work; a basis




•
 
uses existing data as the 
base for

 the study.










9.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a group of people regarded as supporting an organization, for example by buying its products




•
 
a client base.










10.
 
the main place where a person works or stays




•
 
she makes the studio her base.










11.
 


[chiefly Military]

 a place used as a center of operations by the armed forces or others; a headquarters




•
 
the corporal headed back to base




•
 


a base for

 shipping operations.










12.
 
a main or important element or ingredient to which other things are added




•
 
soaps with a vegetable oil base.










13.
 
a substance used as a foundation for makeup.




14.
 
a substance such as water or oil into which a pigment is mixed to form paint.




15.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance capable of reacting with an acid to form a salt and water, or (more broadly) of accepting or neutralizing hydrogen ions.

Compare with alkali
 .




16.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a purine or pyrimidine group in a nucleotide or nucleic acid.




17.
 


[Electronics]

 the middle part of a bipolar transistor, separating the emitter from the collector.




18.
 


[Linguistics]

 the root or stem of a word or a derivative.




19.
 
the uninflected form of a verb.




20.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number used as the basis of a numeration scale.




21.
 
a number in terms of which other numbers are expressed as logarithms.




22.
 


[Baseball]

 one of the four stations that must be reached in turn to score a run.




23.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to progressive levels of sexual intimacy




•
 
she and her boyfriend got to second base.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have as the foundation for (something); use as a point from which (something) can develop




•
 
the film is 
based on

 a novel by Pat Conroy




•
 
inaccurate conclusions based on incomplete facts.










2.
 
situate as the center of operations




•
 
a research program 
based at

 the University of Arizona




•
 (
-based

 )
 
a London-based band.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
off-base








‹informal›

 mistaken




•
 
the boy is way off-base.















2.
 
touch base(s)








‹informal›

 briefly make or renew contact with someone.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
basis

 ‘base, pedestal,’ from Greek.






base2


 
/bās/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or a person's actions or feelings) without moral principles; ignoble




•
 
the electorate's baser instincts of greed and selfishness




•
 
we hope his motives are nothing so base as money.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 denoting or befitting a person of low social class.




3.
 
(of coins or other articles) not made of precious metal




•
 
the basest coins in the purse were made in the seventh century 
AD

 .














II.
 
derivatives





basely

 
/ˈbāslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bas

 , from medieval Latin 
bassus

 ‘short’ (found in classical Latin as a cognomen). The senses in late Middle English included ‘low, short’ and ‘of inferior quality’; from the latter arose a sense ‘low on the social scale, menial,’ and hence (mid 16th cent.) ‘reprehensibly cowardly, selfish, or mean.’





baseball

 
/ˈbāsˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a ball game played between two teams of nine on a field with a diamond-shaped circuit of four bases. It is played chiefly in the US, Canada, Latin America, and East Asia.




2.
 
the hard ball used in the game of baseball.













baseball cap

 
/ˈbāsˌbôl kap/






noun




a fabric cap of a kind originally worn by baseball players, with a large brim and an adjustable strap at the back.














baseboard

 
/ˈbāsbôrd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a narrow wooden board running along the base of an interior wall.













baseborn

 
/ˈbāsbôrn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 of low birth or origin.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 illegitimate.













base burner






noun






‹historical›

 a stove or furnace that burns fuel in a chamber at the base which is replenished from above by means of a hopper.













base camp

 
/ˈbās ˌkamp/






noun




a camp from which mountaineering expeditions set out.













base dressing






noun



1.
 
the application of manure or fertilizer to the earth, which is then plowed or dug in.




2.
 
manure or fertilizer which has been plowed or dug in to the earth.













base exchange

 
BX






noun




a store at a naval or air force base selling personal items, clothing, refreshments, etc.













basehead

 
/ˈbāsˌhed/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a habitual abuser of freebase or crack cocaine.











– origin

 1980s: from a shortened form of freebase
 + -head
 2
 .






base hit






noun






[Baseball]

 a fair ball hit such that the batter can advance safely to a base without aid of an error committed by the team in the field.













base hospital






noun




a military hospital situated at some distance from the area of active operations during a war.













base jump

 
BASE jump





I.
 
noun




a parachute jump from a fixed point, typically a high building or promontory, rather than an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
base jumping

 )


1.
 
perform a base jump.








III.
 
derivatives





base jumper






noun



















– origin

 1980s: 
base

 from 
b

 uilding, 
a

 ntenna tower, 
s

 pan, 
e

 arth (denoting the types of structure used).






Basel

 
/ˈbäz(ə)l/






German name for Basle
 .









baseless

 
/ˈbāsləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without foundation in fact




•
 
baseless allegations.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 (of a column) not having a base between the shaft and pedestal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
baselessly

 
/ˈbāsləslē /






adverb













2.
 
baselessness

 
/ˈbāsləsnəs /






noun





















baseline

 
/ˈbāsˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
a minimum or starting point used for comparisons.




2.
 
(in tennis, volleyball, etc.) the line marking each end of the court.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 the line between bases, which a runner must stay close to when running.




4.
 


[Printing]

 the imaginary straight line on which a line of type rests.













baseman

 
/ˈbāsmən/






noun






[Baseball]

 a fielder designated to cover first, second, or third base.













basement

 
/ˈbāsmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the floor of a building partly or entirely below ground level.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the oldest formation of rocks underlying a particular area.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably from archaic Dutch 
basement

 ‘foundation,’ perhaps from Italian 
basamento

 ‘column base.’






basement membrane






noun






[Anatomy]

 a thin, delicate membrane of protein fibers and glycosaminoglycans separating an epithelium from underlying tissue.













base metal

 
/ˈbās ˌmedl/






noun




a common metal not considered precious, such as copper, tin, or zinc.













baseness

 
/ˈbāsnis/






noun




lack of moral principles; bad character




•
 
the baseness of human nature.



















basenji

 
/bəˈsenjē/





I.
 
noun




a small hunting dog of a central African breed, which growls and yelps but does not bark.











– origin

 1930s: a local word.





base on balls

 
BB






noun






[Baseball]

 another term for walk
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













base pair






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a pair of complementary bases in a double-stranded nucleic acid molecule, consisting of a purine in one strand linked by hydrogen bonds to a pyrimidine in the other. Cytosine always pairs with guanine, and adenine with thymine (in DNA) or uracil (in RNA).













base path






noun






[Baseball]

 the straight-line path from one base to the next, along which a base runner travels while a play is being made.













base pay






noun




the base rate of pay for a job or activity, excluding additional payments such as overtime or bonuses.













baseplate

 
/ˈbāsplāt/






noun




a sheet of metal forming the bottom of an object.













base runner

 
baserunner





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 a player on the team at bat who is on a base, or running between bases.








II.
 
derivatives





base-running

 
baserunning






noun





















bases

 
/ˈbāsēz/






plural form of basis
 .









base station






noun



1.
 
a relay located at the center of any of the cells of a cellular telephone system.




2.
 
a short-range transceiver that connects a cordless phone, computer, or other wireless device to a central hub and allows connection to a network.













base unit






noun




a fundamental unit that is defined arbitrarily and not by combinations of other units. The base units of the SI system are the meter, kilogram, second, ampere, kelvin, mole, and candela.













bash

 
/baSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike hard and violently




•
 
bash a mosquito with a newspaper.










2.
 
(
bash something in

 )
 — damage or break something by striking it violently




•
 
the car's rear window had been bashed in.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bash into

 )
 — collide with




•
 
the other vehicle bashed into the back of them.










4.
 
criticize severely




•
 
a remark bashing the Belgian brewing industry.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy blow




•
 
a 
bash on

 the head.










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a party or social event




•
 
a birthday bash.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





bash something out








‹informal›

 produce something rapidly without preparation or attention to detail.















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): imitative, perhaps a blend of bang
 1
 and smash
 , dash
 , etc. 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun is a 20th-cent. usage.





bashaw

 
/bəˈSHô/






noun




another term for pasha
 (
sense

 1).













basher

 
/ˈbaSHər/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who physically assaults another




•
 
gay-bashers




•
 
a woman basher.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a harsh critic or opponent




•
 
theory-basher




•
 
animal rights bashers.



















bashert

 
/bəˈSHərt/





I.
 
noun




(in Jewish use) a person's soulmate, especially when considered as an ideal or predestined marriage partner.











– origin

 Yiddish ‘fate, destiny.’





bashful

 
/ˈbaSHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




reluctant to draw attention to oneself; shy




•
 
don't be bashful about telling folks how you feel.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bashfully

 
/ˈbaSHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bashfulness

 
/ˈbaSHfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from obsolete 
bash

 ‘make or become abashed’ (from abash
 ) + -ful
 .





bashing

 
/ˈbaSHiNG/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 violent physical assault




•
 
nine incidents of gay bashing were reported to the police.










2.
 


‹informal›

 severe criticism




•
 
press bashing.



















Bashkir

 
/baSHˈkir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Muslim people living in the southern Urals.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Bashkirs.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Bashkirs or their language.











– origin

 via Russian from Turkic 
Başkurt

 .





Bashkiria

 
/ˌbaSHˈkirēə/






an autonomous republic in central Russia, west of the Urals; pop. 4,042,900 (est. 2009); capital, Ufa. Also called 
Bashkir Autonomous Republic

 , 
Bashkortostan

 .










basic

 
/ˈbāsik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming an essential foundation or starting point; fundamental




•
 
certain basic rules must be obeyed




•
 
the laying down of arms is 
basic to

 the agreement.










2.
 
offering or consisting in the minimum required without elaboration or luxury; simplest or lowest in level




•
 
basic and unsophisticated resorts




•
 
the food was good, if a bit basic.










3.
 
common to or required by everyone; primary and ineradicable or inalienable




•
 
basic human rights.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 having the properties of a base, or containing a base; having a pH greater than 7.

Often contrasted with acid
 or acidic
 ; compare with alkaline
 .




5.
 


[Geology]

 (of rock, especially igneous rock) relatively poor in silica.




6.
 


[Metallurgy]

 relating to or denoting steelmaking processes involving lime-rich refractories and slags.








II.
 
noun

 — (
basics

 )


1.
 
the essential facts or principles of a subject or skill




•
 
learning the basics of the business




•
 
storytelling has re-emerged as people have turned 
back to basics

 .










2.
 
essential food and other supplies




•
 
people are facing a shortage of basics like flour.










3.
 


[Military]

 basic training.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from base
 1
 + -ic
 .





BASIC

 
/ˈbāsik/





I.
 
noun




a simple high-level computer programming language that uses familiar English words, designed for beginners and formerly used widely.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
Beginners' All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code

 .





basically

 
/ˈbāsik(ə)lē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in the most essential respects; fundamentally




•
 
we started from a basically simple idea.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to indicate that a statement summarizes the most important aspects, or gives a roughly accurate account, of a more complex situation




•
 
I basically played the same tunes every night.



















Basic English






noun




a simplified form of English limited to 850 selected words, intended for international communication.













basicity

 
/bāˈsisədē/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the number of hydrogen atoms replaceable by a base in a particular acid.













basic training






noun






[Military]

 the initial period of training for new personnel, involving intense physical activity and behavioral discipline.














basidiomycete

 
/bəˌsidēōˈmīsēt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fungus whose spores develop in basidia. Basidiomycetes include the majority of familiar mushrooms and toadstools.

Compare with ascomycete
 . [Phylum 
Basidiomycota

 : classes 
Basidiomycetes

 (mushrooms, toadstools, puffballs, earthstars, stinkhorns, polypores), 
Teliomycetes

 (rusts), and 
Ustomycetes

 (smuts).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: anglicized singular of modern Latin 
Basidiomycetes

 , from 
basidium

 (see basidium
 ) + Greek 
mukētes

 ‘fungi.’





basidiospore

 
/bəˈsidēōˌspôr/






noun




a spore produced by a basidium.














basidium

 
/bəˈsidēəm/





I.
 
noun




a microscopic, club-shaped spore-bearing structure produced by certain fungi.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
basidion

 , diminutive of 
basis

 (see basis
 ).





Basie, Count

 
/ˈbāsē/






(1904–84), US jazz pianist, organist, and bandleader; born 
William Basie

 . In 1935 he formed the Count Basie Orchestra, which became one of the best-known and most successful bands of the swing era.









basify

 
/ˈbāsəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 change into a base; alkalize.













basil

 
/ˈbāzəl ˈbazəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic annual herb of the mint family, native to tropical Asia.

[Genus 
Ocimum

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, in particular the common 
sweet basil

 (
O. basilicum

 ) and the low-growing, compact 
bush basil

 
O. minimum

 .]




2.
 
the leaves of the basil plant used as a culinary herb, especially in Mediterranean dishes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
basile

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
basilikon

 , neuter of 
basilikos

 ‘royal’ (see basilica
 ).





Basil, St.

 
/ˈbazəl, ˈbāzəl/






(
c.

 330–379), doctor of the Church; bishop of Caesarea; known as 
St. Basil the Great

 . Brother of St. Gregory of Nyssa, he staunchly opposed the Arian heresy and established a monastic rule that is still the basis of monasticism in the Eastern Church. Feast day, June 14.









basilar

 
/ˈbasələr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or situated at the base of something, especially of the skull, or of the organ of Corti in the ear.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
basilaris

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
basis

 (see basis
 ).





basilar membrane






noun






[Anatomy]

 a membrane in the cochlea that bears the organ of Corti.













Basildon

 
/ˈbazəldən/






a town in southeastern England; pop. 100,600 (est. 2009).










basilect

 
/ˈbāzəˌlekt, ˈbaz-/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a less prestigious dialect or variety of a particular language (used especially in the study of Creoles).

Compare with acrolect
 , mesolect
 .








II.
 
derivatives





basilectal

 
/ˌbāzəˈlektəl, ˌbaz- /






adjective





















Basilian

 
/bəˈzilyən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to St. Basil the Great, or the order of monks and nuns following his monastic rule.








II.
 
noun




a Basilian monk or nun.














basilica

 
/bəˈsiləkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large oblong hall or building with double colonnades and a semicircular apse, used in ancient Rome as a court of law or for public assemblies.




2.
 
a building similar to a Roman basilica, used as a Christian church.




3.
 
the name given to certain churches granted special privileges by the pope.








II.
 
derivatives





basilican

 
/bəˈsilək(ə)n /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘royal palace,’ from Greek 
basilikē

 , feminine of 
basilikos

 ‘royal,’ from 
basileus

 ‘king.’





basilisk

 
/ˈbasəˌlisk ˈbazəˌlisk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mythical reptile with a lethal gaze or breath, hatched by a serpent from a cock's egg.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 another term for cockatrice
 .




3.
 
a long, slender, and mainly bright green lizard found in Central America, the male of which has a crest running from the head to the tail. It can swim well and is able to run on its hind legs across the surface of water.

[
Basiliscus plumifrons

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
basiliskos

 ‘little king, serpent,’ from 
basileus

 ‘king.’





basilosaurus

 
/ˌbasələˈsôrəs/





I.
 
noun




a large marine cetacean of the Eocene epoch, having a long, slender body and vestigial fore and hind limbs. Fossils were discovered in the early 1990s.

[Genus 
Basilosaurus

 , suborder 
Archaeoceti

 , order 
Cetacea

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
basileus

 ‘king’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





basin

 
/ˈbās(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bowl for washing, typically attached to a wall and having faucets connected to a water supply; a washbasin.




2.
 
a wide, round open container, especially one used for holding liquid.




3.
 
a natural depression on the earth's surface, typically containing water




•
 
the Indian Ocean basin.










4.
 
the tract of country that is drained by a river and its tributaries or drains into a lake or sea




•
 
the Amazon basin




•
 
a drainage basin.










5.
 
an enclosed area of water where vessels can be moored




•
 
a yacht basin.










6.
 


[Geology]

 a circumscribed area within which the rock strata dip toward the center.








II.
 
derivatives





basinful

 
/ˈbāsnˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bacin

 , from medieval Latin 
bacinus

 , from 
bacca

 ‘water container,’ perhaps of Gaulish origin.





Basin and Range Province






a largely arid region of the southwestern US, chiefly in Nevada, Utah, and California. The Great Basin and Death Valley are parts of the region.










basinet

 
/ˌbasəˈnet /

 
bascinet





I.
 
noun




a medieval helmet of light steel, fitting close to the wearer's head and typically having a visor.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bacinet

 ‘little basin.’






basipetal

 
/bāˈsipədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of growth or development) downward toward the base or point of attachment.

The opposite of acropetal
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of the movement of dissolved substances) inward from the shoot and root apexes.








II.
 
derivatives





basipetally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from basis
 + Latin 
petere

 ‘seek’ + -al
 .






basis

 
/ˈbāsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the underlying support or foundation for an idea, argument, or process




•
 
trust is the only basis for a good working relationship.










2.
 
the system or principles according to which an activity or process is carried on




•
 
she needed coaching on a regular basis




•
 
flea markets operate on a cash-only basis.










3.
 
the justification for or reasoning behind something




•
 
on the basis of these statistics, important decisions are made.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a base or pedestal): via Latin from Greek, ‘stepping.’ Compare with base
 1
 .





basis point






noun






[Finance]

 one hundredth of one percent, used chiefly in expressing differences of interest rates.













bask

 
/bask/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lie exposed to warmth and light, typically from the sun, for relaxation and pleasure




•
 
sprawled figures 
basking in

 the afternoon sun.










2.
 
(
bask in

 )
 — revel in and make the most of (something pleasing)




•
 
he went on 
basking in

 the 
glory

 of his first book.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘bathe’): perhaps related to Old Norse 
batha

 ‘bathe.’





Baskerville

 
/ˈbaskərˌvil/





I.
 
noun




a typeface much used in books.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after John 
Baskerville

 (1706–75), English printer, designer of the typeface.





basket

 
/ˈbaskət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container used to hold or carry things, typically made from interwoven strips of cane or wire




•
 
a laundry basket.










2.
 
(also 
shopping basket

 )
 — a facility on a website that records items selected by a customer for purchase until the transaction is completed




•
 
click on the order button to add a title to your basket.










3.
 
a structure suspended from a hot-air balloon for carrying the crew, equipment, and ballast.




4.
 


[Finance]

 a group or range of currencies or investments




•
 
the European currency unit is made up of 
a basket of

 ten currencies.










5.
 


[Basketball]

 a net fixed on a hoop used as the goal.




6.
 
a goal scored.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
basket

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






basketball

 
/ˈbaskətˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a game played between two teams of five players in which goals are scored by throwing a ball through a netted hoop fixed above each end of the court.




2.
 
the inflated ball used in the game of basketball.













basket case

 
/ˈbaskət ˌkās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing regarded as useless or unable to cope.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a country or organization that is in severe financial or economic difficulties, especially one that is unable to pay its debts.




•
 
sudden meltdowns—such as the financial crisis—can turn flourishing countries into basket cases overnight.

















– origin

 World War I: originally slang denoting a soldier who had lost all four limbs, thus unable to move independently.





basket hilt






noun




a sword hilt with a guard resembling basketwork.













basketmaker

 
/ˈbaskətˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes baskets.








II.
 
derivatives





basketmaking

 
/ˈbaskitˌmākiNG /






noun





















Basket Maker






noun




a member of a culture of the southwestern US, forming the early stages of the Anasazi culture, from the 1st century 
BC

 until 
c.

 
AD

 700. The name comes from the basketry and other woven fragments found in early cave sites.














basket-of-gold






noun




a cultivated evergreen alyssum, with gray-green leaves and numerous small yellow flowers.

[
Alyssum saxatile

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













basketry

 
/ˈbaskətrē/






noun



1.
 
the craft of basket-making.




2.
 
baskets collectively.













basket star






noun




a brittlestar having branched arms.

[Genus 
Gorgonocephalus

 , family 
Gorgonocephalidae

 : several species, including the large 
G. eucnemis

 .]













basket weave






noun




a style of weave or a pattern resembling basketwork.













basket-weaving






noun



1.
 
the art or activity of creating woven baskets.




2.
 
(also 
underwater basket-weaving

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 used as the type of college course that is thought to be without any practical or professional value.













basketwork

 
/ˈbaskətˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
material woven in the style of a basket.




2.
 
the craft of making material woven in the style of a basket.













basking shark

 
/ˈbaskiNG ˌSHärk/






noun




a large shark that feeds exclusively on plankton and often swims slowly close to the surface, found chiefly in the open ocean.

[
Cetorhinus maximus

 , the only member of the family 
Cetorhinidae

 .]














Basle

 
/bäl/






a commercial and industrial city on the Rhine River in northwestern Switzerland; pop. 163,521 (2007).

French name Bâle
 , German name Basel
 .









basmati

 
/ˌbäzˈmädē ˌbäsˈmädē /

 
basmati rice





I.
 
noun




a kind of long-grain Indian rice of a high quality.











– origin

 from Hindi 
bāsmatī

 , literally ‘fragrant.’





bas mitzvah

 
/bäs ˈmitsvə/






noun




a variant of bat mitzvah
 .













basophil

 
/ˈbāsəfil/






noun






[Physiology]

 a basophilic white blood cell.













basophilia

 
/ˌbāsəˈfilēə/






noun



1.
 
a tendency to stain readily with a basic dye.




2.
 
a condition of the blood marked by the formation and accumulation of an excess of basophil cells.













basophilic

 
/ˌbāsəˈfilik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a cell or its contents) readily stained with basic dyes.














Basotho

 
/bəˈsōˌtō/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Sotho people of southern Africa, especially Lesotho.











– origin

 from Sesotho, from 
ba-

 (prefix denoting a plural) + Sotho
 . Compare with Basutoland
 .





basque

 
/bask/





I.
 
noun




a close-fitting bodice extending from the shoulders to the waist and often with a short continuation below waist level.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Basque
 , referring to Basque dress.






Basque

 
/bask/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in the Basque Country of France and Spain. Culturally one of the most distinct groups in Europe, the Basques were largely independent until the 19th century.




2.
 
the language of the Basques, which has no known relation to any other language.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Basques or their language.











– origin

 from French, from Latin 
Vasco

 ; compare with Gascon
 .






Basque Country

 
/ˈbask ˌkəntrē/






a region of the western Pyrenees in both France and Spain, the homeland of the Basque people.

French name Pays Basque
 .









Basque Provinces






an autonomous region consisting of the provinces of Álava, Guipúzcoa, and Vizcaya in northern Spain, on the Bay of Biscay; capital, Vitoria.









Basra

 
/ˈbäsrə/






an oil port in Iraq, on the Shatt al-Arab waterway; pop. 870,000 (est. 2007).










bas-relief

 
/basriˈlēːf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Sculpture]

 see relief
 (
sense

 4).




2.
 


[Sculpture]

 a sculpture, carving, or molding in bas-relief.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
basse relieve

 ): from Italian 
basso-rilievo

 ‘low relief,’ later altered to the French form.






bass1


 
/bās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a voice, instrument, or sound of the lowest range, in particular




2.
 
the lowest adult male singing voice.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the member of a family of instruments that is the lowest in pitch




•
 
a bass clarinet




•
 
a bass drum.










4.
 
a bass guitar or double bass.




5.
 
the low-frequency output of a radio or audio system, corresponding to the bass in music.











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of base
 2
 , influenced by basso
 .






bass2


 
/bas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the common European freshwater perch.




2.
 
any of a number of fish similar to or related to the perch, in particular

[● a mainly marine fish found in temperate waters (family 
Moronidae

 , including the European bass 
Dicentrarchus labrax

 of European waters (also called sea bass
 ) and genus 
Morone

 of North America); see also striped bass
 , . ● an American freshwater fish of the sunfish family, popular with anglers (genera 
Ambloplites

 and 
Micropterus

 , family 
Centrarchidae

 ); see also black bass
 , .]











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of dialect 
barse

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
baars

 and German 
Barsch

 .






bass3


 
/bas/





I.
 
noun




another term for bast
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration.





bass-ackwards

 
/ˌbasˈakwərds/






adverb, adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another way of saying ass-backwards
 .













bass clef

 
/ˌbās ˈklef/






noun




a clef placing F below middle C on the second-highest line of the staff.













bass drum

 
/ˌbās ˈdrəm/






noun




a large, two-headed drum that has a low booming sound.













Bassein

 
/bəˈsān/






a port on the Irrawaddy delta in southwestern Myanmar (Burma); pop. 215,600 (est. 2004).









Basse-Normandie

 
/ˌbäsˈnôrməndē/






a region of northwestern France, on the coast of the English Channel, including the Cherbourg peninsula and the city of Caen.









Basseterre

 
/bäsˈter/






the capital of St. Kitts and Nevis in the Leeward Islands, on the island of St. Kitts; pop. 13,000 (est. 2007).









Basse-Terre

 
/bäsˈter/





I.
 
the main island of Guadeloupe in the West Indies.




II.
 
a city on Basse-Terre Island; the capital of Guadeloupe; pop. 13,000 (est. 2007).









basset horn

 
/ˈbasət ˌhôrn/





I.
 
noun




an alto clarinet in F.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, translation of French 
cor de bassette

 , from Italian 
corno di bassetto

 , from 
corno

 ‘horn’ + 
di

 ‘of’ + 
bassetto

 (diminutive of 
basso

 ‘low,’ from Latin 
bassus

 ‘short’).





basset hound

 
/ˈbasət hound/





I.
 
noun




a sturdy hunting dog of a breed with a long body, short legs, and big ears.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
bas

 ‘low,’ from medieval Latin 
bassus

 ‘short.’





bass fiddle

 
/ˌbās ˈfidəl/






noun




another term for double bass
 .













Bassi, Laura

 
/ˈbäsē/






(1711–78), Italian physicist and professor, born in Bologna. After receiving her college degree in 1732, she became a professor at the University of Bologna, teaching philosophy, mathematics, and physics. She was the first woman to pursue a scientific career for which she was paid a salary. She also gave private instruction in physics and performed experiments in her home.










bassinet

 
/ˌbasəˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a baby's wicker cradle, usually with a hood.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
bassin

 ‘basin’; compare with basinet
 .





bassi profundi

 
/ˌbasē prəˈfəndē/






plural form of basso profundo
 .









bassist

 
/ˈbāsəst/






noun




a person who plays a double bass or bass guitar.













basslet

 
/ˈbaslət/






noun




a small, brightly colored fish related to the sea basses.

[Genera 
Gramma

 and 
Lipogramma

 , family 
Grammidae

 : several species.]













bassline

 
/ˈbāsˌlīn/






noun




the lowest part or sequence of notes in a piece of music.














basso

 
/ˈbasō/





I.
 
noun




a bass voice or vocal part.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian, ‘low,’ from Latin 
bassus

 ‘short, low.’





bassoon

 
/bəˈso͞on/





I.
 
noun




a bass instrument of the oboe family with a double reed.








II.
 
derivatives





bassoonist

 
/bəˈso͞onəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
basson

 , from Italian 
bassone

 , from 
basso

 ‘low,’ from Latin 
bassus

 ‘short, low.’






basso profundo

 
/ˌbasō prəˈfəndō/





I.
 
noun




a bass singer with an exceptionally low range.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Italian, from 
basso

 ‘low’ + 
profondo

 ‘deep.’





basso-relievo

 
/ˌbasōrəˈlēvō/





I.
 
noun






[Sculpture]

 another term for bas-relief
 (see relief
 (
sense

 4)).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
basso-rilievo

 .





Bass Strait

 
/ˌbas ˈstrāt/






a channel that separates Tasmania from the mainland of Australia.









bass viol

 
/ˌbās ˈvīəl/






noun



1.
 
a viola da gamba.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a double bass.














basswood

 
/ˈbaswo͝od/





I.
 
noun




a North American linden tree, commonly planted along streets.

[Genus 
Tilia

 , family 
Tiliaceae

 : several species, in particular the large-leaved 
T. americana

 (also called American linden) of the northern US and Canada.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from bass
 3
 + wood
 .






bast

 
/bast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fibrous material from the phloem of a plant, used as fiber in matting, cord, etc.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the phloem or vascular tissue of a plant.











– origin

 Old English 
bæst

 ; related to Dutch 
bast

 , German 
Bast

 ; of unknown origin.





bastard

 
/ˈbastərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person born of parents not married to each other.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant or despicable person




•
 
he lied to me, the bastard!










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person of a specified kind




•
 
the poor bastard




•
 
he was a lucky bastard.










4.
 
a difficult or awkward thing, undertaking, or situation




•
 
it's been an absolute bastard of a week.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 born of parents not married to each other; illegitimate




•
 
a bastard child.










2.
 
(of a thing) no longer in its pure or original form; debased




•
 
a bastard Darwinism.










3.
 
(of a handwriting script or typeface) showing a mixture of different styles.








III.
 
derivatives





bastardy

 
/ˈbastərdē /






noun





bastard
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
bastardus

 . / 
usage:

 In the past, the word 
bastard

 was the standard term in both legal and nonlegal use for ‘an illegitimate child.’ Today, however, it has little importance as a legal term and is retained today in this older sense only as a term of abuse.





bastardize

 
/ˈbastərˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
bastardized

 )
 — corrupt or debase (something such as a language or art form), typically by adding new elements




•
 
a strange, bastardized form of French.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 declare (someone) illegitimate




•
 
to annul the marriage and bastardize the child.














II.
 
derivatives





bastardization

 
/ˌbastərdiˈzāSHən /






noun






















bastard wing






noun




a group of small quill feathers on the first digit of a bird's wing.














baste1


 
/bāst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pour juices or melted fat over (meat) during cooking in order to keep it moist.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin.





baste2


 
/bāst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Needlework]

 tack with long, loose stitches in preparation for sewing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bastir

 ‘sew lightly,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to bast
 .






baste3


 
/bāst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 beat (someone) soundly; thrash




•
 
go baste him one!

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps a figurative use of baste
 1
 .





Bastet

 
/ˈbastət /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a goddess usually shown as a woman with the head of a cat, wearing one gold earring.

See also Sekhmet
 .









Bastia

 
/ˈbästēə, bästˈyä/






the chief port of the French island of Corsica, on the northeastern coast; pop. 43,300 (2007).









Bastille

 
/baˈstēl/





I.
 
a fortress in Paris built in the 14th century and used in the 17th–18th centuries as a state prison. Its storming by the mob on July 14, 1789, marked the start of the French Revolution.







– origin

 via Old French from Provençal 
bastida

 , from 
bastir

 ‘build.’





Bastille Day






noun




July 14, the date of the storming of the Bastille in 1789, celebrated as a national holiday in France.













bastinado

 
/ˌbastəˈnādō ˌbastəˈnädō /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
noun




a form of punishment or torture that involves caning the soles of someone's feet.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bastinadoed

 )


1.
 
punish or torture (someone) by caning the soles of the feet.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a blow with a stick): from Spanish 
bastonada

 , from 
bastón

 ‘stick, cudgel,’ from late Latin 
bastum

 ‘stick.’





bastion

 
/ˈbasCH(ə)n ˈbastēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projecting part of a fortification built at an angle to the line of a wall, so as to allow defensive fire in several directions.




2.
 
a natural rock formation resembling a bastion.




3.
 
an institution, place, or person strongly defending or upholding particular principles, attitudes, or activities




•
 
the 
last bastion of

 male privilege.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
bastione

 , from 
bastire

 ‘build.’





bastnaesite

 
/ˈbastnəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellow to brown mineral consisting of a fluoride and carbonate of cerium and other rare earth metals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Bastnäs

 , the name of a district in Västmanland, Sweden, + -ite
 1
 .





Bastogne

 
/bäˈstōnyə/






a town in southeastern Belgium; pop. 14,577 (2008). It was the scene of heavy fighting during the Battle of the Bulge in World War II.









basuco

 
/bəˈso͞okō/





I.
 
noun




impure or low-grade cocaine, especially when mixed with coca paste and tobacco and marijuana.











– origin

 1980s: from Colombian Spanish; perhaps related to Spanish 
bazucar

 ‘shake violently.’






Basutoland

 
/bəˈso͞odōˌland/






former name (until 1966) of Lesotho
 . Compare with Basotho
 .









bat1


 
/bat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement with a handle and a solid surface, usually of wood, used for hitting the ball in games such as baseball, cricket, and table tennis.




2.
 
the person batting, especially in cricket




•
 
the team's opening bat.










3.
 
each of a pair of objects resembling table tennis bats, used by a person on the ground to guide a taxiing aircraft.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a team or a player in sports such as baseball) take in turns the role of hitting rather than fielding




•
 
Ruth came to bat in the fifth inning.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit at (someone or something) with the palm of one's hand




•
 
he batted the flies away.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bat a thousand








‹informal›

 be very successful; achieve perfection




•
 
with the tortellini, I batted a thousand—both kids had seconds.















2.
 
go to bat for








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 defend the interests of; support




•
 
his willingness to go to bat for his employees.















3.
 
right off the bat








(N. Amer.)

 at the very beginning.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bat around (or about)








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 travel widely, frequently, or casually




•
 
I'm always batting around between England and America.















2.
 
bat something around (or about)








‹informal›

 discuss an idea or proposal casually or idly.















– origin

 late Old English 
batt

 ‘club, stick, staff,’ perhaps partly from Old French 
batte

 , from 
battre

 ‘to strike.’






bat2


 
/bat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mainly nocturnal mammal capable of sustained flight, with membranous wings that extend between the fingers and connecting the forelimbs to the body and the hindlimbs to the tail.

[Order 
Chiroptera

 : many families and numerous species. The large tropical fruit bats (suborder 
Megachiroptera

 ) generally have good eyesight and feed mainly on fruit; the numerous smaller bats (suborder 
Microchiroptera

 ) are mouselike in appearance, mainly insectivorous, and use ultrasonic echolocation.]




2.
 
(usu. 
old bat

 )
 — a woman regarded as unattractive or unpleasant




•
 
some deranged old bat.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have bats in the (or one's) belfry








‹informal›

 be eccentric or crazy.









2.
 
like a bat out of hell








‹informal›

 very fast and wildly.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration, perhaps by association with medieval Latin 
batta

 , 
blacta

 , of Middle English 
bakke

 , of Scandinavian origin.





bat3


 
/bat/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flutter one's eyelashes, typically in a flirtatious manner




•
 
she batted her long dark eyelashes at him.














II.
 
phrases





not bat (or without batting) an eyelid (or eye or eyelash)








‹informal›

 show (or showing) no reaction




•
 
she paid the bill without batting an eyelid.





















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dialect 
bat

 ‘to wink, blink,’ variant of obsolete 
bate

 ‘to flutter.’





Bataan

 
/bəˈtan, -ˈtän/






a peninsula and province in the Philippines, on the western part of the island of Luzon, bounded by Manila Bay on the east and the South China Sea on the west; site of World War II battles and the infamous “Death March.” Pop. 721,000 (est. 2009).









Batak

 
/bəˈtäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Bataks)
 — a member of a people of northern Sumatra.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of the Batak.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Batak or their language.











– origin

 the name in Batak.





Batan Islands

 
/bəˈtän ˌīləndz/






the northernmost islands in the Philippines.









batata

 
/bəˈtädə/





I.
 
noun




(in the southern West Indies) sweet potato.











– origin

 via Spanish from Taino.






Batavia

 
/bəˈtāvēə/






former name (until 1949) for Jakarta
 .









Batavian

 
/bəˈtāvēən /

 

‹historical archaic›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ancient Germanic people who inhabited the island of Betuwe between the Rhine and the Waal (now part of the Netherlands).




2.
 
of or relating to the people of the Netherlands.




3.
 
of or relating to Jakarta in Indonesia (formerly the Dutch East Indies).








II.
 
noun




a Batavian person.











– origin

 from Latin 
Batavia

 (from 
Batavi

 ‘the people of Betuwe’) + -an
 .





batboy

 
/ˈbatboi/






noun




a boy who is employed to look after and retrieve bats during a baseball game and as a general assistant at other times.













batch

 
/baCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity or consignment of goods produced at one time




•
 


a batch of

 cookies




•
 
the company undertakes thirty-six separate quality control checks on every batch.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a number of things or people regarded as a group or set




•
 


a batch of

 hostile letters came.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a group of records processed as a single unit, usually without input from a user.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (things) in sets or groups.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the senses ‘process of baking,’ ‘quantity produced at one baking’): based on an Old English word related to 
bacan

 (see bake
 ). Current senses date from the early 18th cent.





batch file

 
/baCH fīl/






noun




a computer file containing a list of instructions to be carried out in turn.













batch processing






noun



1.
 
the performing of an industrial process on material in batches of a limited quantity or number.




2.
 


[Computing]

 the processing of previously collected jobs in a single batch.














bate

 
/bāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Falconry]

 (of a hawk) beat the wings in an attempt to escape from the perch




•
 
the hawks bated when the breeze got in their feathers.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
batre

 ‘to beat’ (see also batter
 1
 ).





bateau

 
/baˈtō/





I.
 
noun




a light flat-bottomed riverboat used in eastern and central North America.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘boat.’






bated

 
/ˈbādəd/





I.
 
adjective

 — (in phrase 
with bated breath

 )


1.
 
in great suspense; very anxiously or excitedly




•
 
he waited for a reply to his offer with bated breath.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the past participle of obsolete 
bate

 ‘restrain,’ from abate
 . / 
usage:

 The spelling 
baited breath

 instead of 
bated breath

 is a common mistake. Almost a third of citations for this idiom in the Oxford English Corpus are for the incorrect spelling.





Bates, Sir Alan






1934–2003, English actor. Notable films: 
The Caretaker

 (1964), 
Zorba the Greek

 (1964), 
The Fixer

 (1968), 
Women in Love

 (1969), and 
An Unmarried Woman

 (1978). He also played a number of roles on stage and won a Tony Award for his performance in Turgenev's 
Fortune's Fool

 (2002).










Batesian mimicry

 
/ˌbātsēən ˈmiməkrē/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 mimicry in which an edible animal is protected by its resemblance to a noxious one that is avoided by predators.

Compare with Müllerian mimicry
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Henry W. 
Bates

 (1825–92), the English naturalist who first described it.





Bateson, William

 
/ˈbātsən/






(1861–1926), English geneticist. He coined the term 
genetics

 in its current sense and publicized the work of Gregor Mendel.









batfish

 
/ˈbatfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a fish of tropical and temperate seas with a flattened body that is round or almost triangular when viewed from above. It typically has a hard or spiny covering.

[Family 
Ogcocephalidae

 : several genera and species, including the southern African 
Halieuta fitzsimonsi

 .]




2.
 
a deep-bodied, laterally compressed marine fish of the Indo-Pacific region that resembles an angelfish.

[Genus 
Platax

 , family 
Ephippidae

 : several species, including the large 
P. pinnatus

 (also called angelfish
 ).]













batfowl

 
/ˈbatfoul/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch birds at night by dazing them with a light and knocking them down or netting them.













batgirl

 
/ˈbatɡərl/






noun




a girl who is employed to look after and retrieve bats during a baseball game and as a general assistant at other times.













bath1


 
/baTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or process of immersing and washing one's body in a large container of water




•
 
she 
took a

 long, hot 
bath

 .










2.
 
a container of water and its contents; a bathtub




•
 
he lay thinking 
in the bath

 .










3.
 
(usu. 
baths

 )
 — a public establishment offering bathing facilities.




4.
 
(
baths

 )
 — a resort with a mineral spring used for medical treatment.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bathroom.




6.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a container holding a liquid or other substance in which something is immersed, typically when undergoing a process such as film developing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash (someone) while immersing him or her in a container of water




•
 
how to bath a baby.














III.
 
phrases





take a bath








‹informal›

 suffer a heavy financial loss.















– origin

 Old English 
bæth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bad

 and German 
Bad

 .





bath2


 
/baTH/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Hebrew liquid measure equivalent to about 40 liters or 9 gallons.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
baṯ

 .






Bath

 
/baTH/






a spa town in southwestern England; pop. 81,600 (est. 2009).









bath chair

 
/ˈbaTH ˌCHer/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a kind of wheelchair for invalids, typically with a hood.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the city of Bath
 , which attracted many invalids because of the supposed curative powers of its hot springs.





bathe

 
/bāT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash by immersing one's body in water.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — soak or wipe gently with liquid to clean or soothe




•
 
she bathed and bandaged my knee.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 wash (someone) in a bath




•
 
they bathed the baby.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 spend time in the ocean or a lake, river, or swimming pool for pleasure.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bathed

 )
 — suffuse or envelop in something




•
 
the park lay bathed in sunshine




•
 
mussels bathed in garlic butter.














II.
 
derivatives





bather

 
/ˈbāT͟Hər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bathian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
baden

 .





bathetic

 
/bəˈTHedik/






adjective




producing an unintentional effect of anticlimax




•
 
the movie manages to be poignant without becoming bathetic.



















bathhouse

 
/ˈbaTHˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a building with baths for communal use.




2.
 
a building where swimmers change clothes.













Bathinette

 
/ˌbaTHəˈnet/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a portable folding bathtub for infants.











– origin

 a play on the word bassinet
 .





bathing beauty






noun




a contestant in a beauty contest in which bathing suits are worn.













bathing cap

 
//






noun




a close-fitting elastic cap worn while swimming to keep the hair dry or to reduce friction.













bathing machine

 
/ˈbāT͟HiNG məˌSHēn/






noun






‹historical›

 a wheeled hut drawn to the edge of the sea, used for changing in and swimming from.













bathing suit

 
/ˈbāT͟HiNG ˌso͞ot/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a garment worn for swimming; a swimsuit.













bath mat

 
/ˈbaTH ˌmat/






noun



1.
 
a mat for someone to stand on after getting out of a bathtub.




2.
 
a rubber mat placed in the bottom of a bathtub to prevent someone from slipping while getting in or out.













batholith

 
/ˈbaTHəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a very large igneous intrusion extending deep in the earth's crust.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
bathos

 ‘depth’ + -lith
 .





bathos

 
/ˈbāTHäs/





I.
 
noun




(especially in a work of literature) an effect of anticlimax created by an unintentional lapse in mood from the sublime to the trivial or ridiculous.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (first recorded in the Greek sense): from Greek, literally ‘depth.’ The current sense was introduced by Alexander Pope in the early 18th cent.





bathrobe

 
/ˈbaTHˌrōb/






noun




a robe, typically made of terry cloth, worn especially before and after taking a bath.













bathroom

 
/ˈbaTHˌro͞om ˈbaTHˌro͝om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room containing a toilet and sink and typically also a bathtub or shower.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a public lavatory; a restroom.




3.
 
a set of matching fixtures to be fitted in a bathroom, especially as sold together.








II.
 
phrases





go to (or use) the bathroom






urinate or defecate




•
 
I have to go to the bathroom.























bathroom break






noun






‹informal›

 a break in a meeting or other organized gathering to allow those in attendance to use the bathroom.













bathroom suite






noun






(Brit.)

 a set of coordinating fixtures for a bathroom, typically comprising a bathtub, sink, and toilet




•
 
she hired a plumber to install a new bathroom suite in the house.



















bath salts

 
/ˈbaTH ˌsôlts/






plural noun



1.
 
a crystalline substance that is dissolved in bath water to soften or perfume the water




•
 
a jar of vanilla-scented bath salts.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a kind of synthetic drug with mood-altering and stimulant properties, typically in the form of crystals and containing MDPV or mephedrone




•
 
he was allegedly high on bath salts.



















Bathsheba

 
/ˌbaTHˈSHēbə/






(in the Bible) the mother of Solomon, she was originally the wife of Uriah the Hittite, and later one of the wives of David.









bath sponge






noun




a marine sponge of warm waters, the fibrous skeleton of which is used as a sponge for washing.

[Genera 
Spongia

 and 
Hippospongia

 , family 
Spongiidae

 .]













bath towel






noun




a large towel suitable for drying oneself after bathing or showering




•
 
Robin was dressed only in a bath towel, as he'd just finished showering.



















bathtub

 
/ˈbaTHˌtəb/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tub, usually installed in a bathroom, in which to bathe.













bathtub gin






noun






‹informal›

 homemade liquor, especially that was illicitly produced during Prohibition




•
 
mixing bathtub gin with sweeter, more flavorful additions made the booze more palatable.



















Bathurst

 
/ˈbaTHərst/






former name (until 1973) of Banjul
 .









bathy-





I.
 
combining form




relating to depth




•
 
bathymetry




•
 
bathysphere.

















– origin

 from Greek 
bathus

 ‘deep.’





bathyal

 
/ˈbaTHēəl/






adjective




of or relating to the zone of the sea between the continental shelf and the abyssal zone.













bathymeter

 
/bəˈTHimədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument used to measure the depth of water in oceans, seas, or lakes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
bathos

 ‘depth’ + -meter
 .





bathymetry

 
/bəˈTHimətrē/





I.
 
noun




the measurement of depth of water in oceans, seas, or lakes.








II.
 
derivatives





bathymetric

 
/baTHiˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
bathus

 ‘deep’ + -metry
 .





bathypelagic

 
/ˌbaTHəpəˈlajik/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of fish and other organisms) inhabiting the deep sea where the environment is dark and cold, approximately 3,300–9,800 feet (1,000–3,000 m) below the surface.













bathyscaphe

 
/ˈbaTHəˌskaf/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a manned submersible vessel of a kind used by the French deep-sea explorer Auguste Piccard (1884–1962).











– origin

 1940s: coined in French by its inventor, Auguste Piccard, from Greek 
bathus

 ‘deep’ + 
skaphos

 ‘vessel; hull (of a ship).’





bathysphere

 
/ˈbaTHəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun




a manned spherical chamber for deep-sea observation, lowered by cable from a ship.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
bathus

 ‘deep’ + sphere
 .





batik

 
/bəˈtēk ˈbadik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a method (originally used in Java) of producing colored designs on textiles by dyeing them, having first applied wax to the parts to be left undyed.




2.
 
cloth that has been dyed using the batik method.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Javanese, literally ‘painted.’





Batista, Fulgencio

 
/bəˈtēstə/






(1901–73), Cuban soldier and statesman; president 1940–44 and 1952–59; full name 
Fulgencio Batista y Zaldívar

 . Despite support from the US, his second government was overthrown by Fidel Castro.









batiste

 
/bəˈtēst/





I.
 
noun




a fine, light linen or cotton fabric resembling cambric.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French (earlier 
batiche

 ); probably related to 
battre

 ‘to beat.’





batman

 
/ˈbatmən/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 (in the British armed forces) an officer's personal servant.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally denoting an orderly in charge of the 
bat horse

 ‘packhorse’ that carried the officer's baggage): from Old French 
bat

 (from medieval Latin 
bastum

 ‘packsaddle’) + man
 .






bat mitzvah

 
/bat ˈmitsvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious initiation ceremony for a Jewish girl aged twelve years and one day, regarded as the age of religious maturity.




2.
 
the girl undergoing a bat mitzvah ceremony.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
baṯ miṣwāh

 ‘daughter of the commandment,’ on the pattern of bar mitzvah
 .






baton

 
/bəˈtän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short stick or staff or something resembling one, in particular




2.
 
a thin stick used by a conductor to direct an orchestra or choir.




3.
 


[Track & Field]

 a short stick or tube passed from runner to runner in a relay race.




4.
 
a long stick carried and twirled by a drum major.




5.
 
a police officer's club.




6.
 
a staff symbolizing office or authority, especially one carried by a field marshal.




7.
 


[Heraldry]

 a narrow bend truncated at each end.




8.
 
a short bar replacing some figures on the dial of a clock or watch.




9.
 
(
batons

 )
 — one of the suits in some tarot packs, corresponding to wands in others.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
pass (on) the baton






hand over a particular duty or responsibility.









2.
 
take up (or pick up) the baton






accept a duty or responsibility.









3.
 
under the baton of






(of an orchestra or choir) conducted by




•
 
under the baton of Sir Edward Downes.





















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a staff or cudgel): from French 
bâton

 , earlier 
baston

 , from late Latin 
bastum

 ‘stick.’





Baton Rouge

 
/ˌbat(ə)n ˈro͞oZH/





I.
 
the capital of Louisiana, in the southeastern central part of the state, on the Mississippi River; pop. 223,689 (est. 2008).







– origin

 French, literally ‘red stick,’ with reference to a post placed as a boundary marker for the settlement.






Batrachia

 
/bəˈtrākēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term, esp. formerly, for Anura
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
batrakhos

 ‘frog.’





batrachian

 
/bəˈtrākēən/






noun, adjective






[Zoology]

 another term for anuran
 .














bats

 
/bats/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 (of a person) crazy; insane.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the phrase 
have bats in the belfry

 (see bat
 2
 ).





batshit

 
/ˈbatˌSHit/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 completely mad or crazy.













batsman

 
/ˈbatsmən/





I.
 
noun




a player, especially in baseball and cricket, who is batting or whose chief skill is in batting.








II.
 
derivatives





batsmanship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















batt

 
/bat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of felted material used for lining or insulating items such as quilts and sleeping bags.




2.
 
a piece of fiberglass used to insulate buildings.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘lump, piece’): of unknown origin.





battalion

 
/bəˈtalyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large body of troops ready for battle, especially an infantry unit forming part of a brigade typically commanded by a lieutenant colonel.




2.
 
a large, organized group of people pursuing a common aim or sharing a major undertaking.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bataillon

 , from Italian 
battaglione

 , from 
battaglia

 ‘battle,’ from Latin (see battle
 ).





Battambang

 
/ˈbadəmˌbaNG /

 
Batdambang






the capital of a province of the same name in western Cambodia; pop. 182,600 (est. 2009).









battement

 
/ˈbatmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — [with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Ballet]

 a movement in which one leg is moved outward from the body and in again




•
 
performing battements tendus.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘beating.’





batten1


 
/ˈbatn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, flat strip of squared wood or metal used to hold something in place or as a fastening against a wall.




2.
 
a strip of wood or metal for securing the edges of a tarpaulin that covers a ship's hatch.




3.
 
a strip of wood or plastic used to stiffen and extend the leech of a sail.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen or fasten (something) with battens




•
 
Stephen was 
battening down

 the shutters.














III.
 
phrases





batten down the hatches





a.
 


[Nautical]

 secure a ship's hatch-tarpaulins, especially when rough weather is expected.




b.
 
prepare for a difficulty or crisis.















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
batant

 , present participle (used as a noun) of 
batre

 ‘to beat,’ from Latin 
battuere

 .





batten2


 
/ˈbatn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
batten on

 )


1.
 
thrive or prosper at the expense of (someone)




•
 
multinational monopolies batten on the working classes.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘improve in condition, grow fat’): from Old Norse 
batna

 ‘get better,’ related to better
 1
 .





Batten, Jean

 
/ˈbatn/






(1909–82), New Zealand aviator. She was the first woman to fly from England to Australia and back 1934–35.









battening

 
/ˈbat(ə)niNG/






noun



1.
 
the application or addition of battens.




2.
 
a structure formed with battens.














batter1


 
/ˈbadər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike repeatedly with hard blows; pound heavily and insistently




•
 
a prisoner was 
battered to death

 with a table leg




•
 


‹figurative›

 their idealism has been battered.










2.
 
(often as 
noun

 
battering

 )
 — subject (one's spouse, partner, or child) to repeated violence and assault.




3.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
battering

 )
 — censure, criticize, or defeat severely




•
 
the movie 
took a battering

 from critics.














II.
 
derivatives





batterer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
batre

 ‘to beat’ (from Latin 
battuere

 ) + -er
 3
 .





batter2


 
/ˈbadər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a semiliquid mixture of flour, egg, and milk or water used in cooking, especially for making cakes or for coating food before frying.




2.
 


[Printing]

 
‹historical›

 a damaged area of metal type or a printing block.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bateure

 ‘the action of beating,’ from 
batre

 ‘to beat.’





batter3


 
/ˈbadər/






noun




(in various sports, especially baseball) a player who is batting.













batter4


 
/ˈbadər/





I.
 
noun




a gradual backward slope in a wall or similar structure.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a wall) have a receding slope.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.





battered1


 
/ˈbadərd/






adjective



1.
 
injured by repeated blows or punishment




•
 
he finished the day battered and bruised.










2.
 
having suffered repeated violence from a spouse, partner, or parent




•
 
a battered wife.










3.
 
(of a thing) damaged by age and repeated use; shabby




•
 
a pair of battered black boots.



















battered2


 
/ˈbadərd/






adjective




(of food) coated in batter and deep-fried until crisp.













battered child syndrome






noun




the set of symptoms, injuries, and signs of mistreatment seen on a severely or repeatedly abused child.













battered woman syndrome






noun




the set of symptoms, injuries, and signs of mistreatment seen in a woman who has been repeatedly abused by a spouse, partner, or relative.













batterie

 
/ˈbadərē/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 the action of beating or crossing the feet or calves together during a leap or jump.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘beating.’





batterie de cuisine

 
/baˌtrē də kwēˈzēn/





I.
 
noun




the apparatus or set of utensils for serving or preparing a meal.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘set of equipment for the kitchen.’ The sense of ‘set’ developed from the original meaning of ‘collection of artillery equipment (for “beating” the enemy)’; see also battery
 .





battering parent syndrome






noun




the set of symptoms and signs indicating a psychological disorder in a parent or child-care provider resulting in a tendency toward repeated abuse of a child.














battering ram

 
/ˈbadəriNG ˈram/






noun



1.
 
a heavy object swung or rammed against a door to break it down




•
 


‹figurative›

 a battering ram to crush opposing views.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a heavy beam, originally with an end in the form of a carved ram's head, used in breaching fortifications.














battery

 
/ˈbadərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container consisting of one or more cells, in which chemical energy is converted into electricity and used as a source of power


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
battery power.










2.
 
a fortified emplacement for heavy guns.




3.
 
an artillery subunit of guns, men, and vehicles.




4.
 
a set of units of equipment, typically when connected together




•
 
a battery of equipment to monitor blood pressure.










5.
 
an extensive series, sequence, or range of things




•
 
children given a battery of tests.










6.
 


[Law]

 the crime or tort of unconsented physical contact with another person, even where the contact is not violent but merely menacing or offensive.

See also assault and battery
 .




7.
 
(
the battery

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 the pitcher and the catcher in a game, considered as a unit.











– origin

 Middle English: from French 
batterie

 , from 
battre

 ‘to strike,’ from Latin 
battuere

 . The original sense was ‘metal articles wrought by hammering,’ later ‘a number of pieces of artillery used together’; on this was based a sense ‘a number of Leyden jars connected up so as to discharge simultaneously’ (mid 18th cent.), from which 
sense

 1 developed. The general meaning ‘a set or series of similar units’ (
sense

 3) dates from the late 19th cent.





Battery

 
/ˈbadərē/






(
the Battery

 )
 — a historic area at the southern end of Manhattan Island in New York City.









battery-operated

 
/ˌbadərēˈäpəˌrādəd /

 
battery-powered






adjective




powered by means of a battery




•
 
emergency equipment such as battery-operated radios.



















batting






noun




cotton wadding prepared in sheets for use in quilts.













batting average






noun






[Baseball]

 the average performance of a batter, expressed as a ratio of a batter's safe hits per official times at bat.













batting cage






noun






[Baseball]

 an area for batting practice that is enclosed by fencing or netting.













batting order






noun






[Baseball]

 the order in which batters take their turn at bat.














battle

 
/ˈbadl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sustained fight between large, organized armed forces


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the Battle of Shiloh




•
 
he died 
in battle

 .










2.
 
a lengthy and difficult conflict or struggle




•
 
the battle over the future shape of Europe




•
 
the battle against aging.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fight or struggle tenaciously to achieve or resist something




•
 
he has been 
battling against

 the illness




•
 
representatives from eight countries are 
battling for

 the title.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in a fight or struggle against




•
 
firefighters battled a 9,800-acre brush fire.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
battle it out






fight or compete to a definite conclusion.









2.
 
do battle






fight; engage in conflict




•
 
do battle with the forces of evil.















3.
 
battle royal






(
pl.

 battles royal) /ˌbadl ˈroi(ə)l /

 — a fiercely contested fight or dispute




•
 
there promises to be a battle royal between the two companies.















4.
 
battle stations








(chiefly US)

 the positions taken by military personnel in preparation for battle (often used as a command or signal to prepare for battle).









5.
 
half the battle






an important step toward achieving something




•
 
he never gives in, and that's half the battle.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bataille

 (noun), 
bataillier

 (verb), based on late Latin 
battualia

 ‘military or gladiatorial exercises,’ from Latin 
battuere

 ‘to beat.’





battle-ax

 
/ˈbadlaks /

 
battle-axe






noun



1.
 
a large broad-bladed ax used in ancient warfare.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a formidably aggressive older woman.













Battleborn State

 
/ˈbadlbôrn ˌstāt/






nickname for Nevada
 .









Battle Creek






a city in southern Michigan, noted as a center of the cereal industry; pop. 52,053 (est. 2008).









battlecruiser

 
/ˈbadlˌkro͞ozər/






noun






‹historical›

 a large warship of a type built in the early 20th century, carrying similar armament to a battleship but faster and more lightly armored.













battle cry

 
/ˈbadl ˌkrī/






noun



1.
 
a word or phrase shouted by soldiers going into battle to express solidarity and intimidate the enemy.




2.
 
a slogan expressing the ideals of people promoting a cause.













battledore

 
/ˈbadlˌdôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a game played with a shuttlecock and rackets, a forerunner of badminton.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the small racket used in the game of battledore.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘a paddle-shaped implement used in washing clothes’): perhaps from Provençal 
batedor

 ‘beater, paddle,’ from 
batre

 ‘to beat.’





battle fatigue

 
/ˈbadl fəˈtēɡ/






noun




another term for shell shock
 .













battlefield

 
/ˈbadlˌfēld /

 
battleground






noun



1.
 
the piece of ground on which a battle is or was fought




•
 
death on the battlefield




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
battlefield conditions.










2.
 
a place or situation of strife or conflict




•
 
an ideological battlefield.



















battlefront

 
/ˈbadlˌfrənt/






noun



1.
 
the region or line along which opposing armies engage in combat.




2.
 
the area in which opponents or opposing ideas meet.













battleground state






noun




another term for swing state
 .




•
 
thousands or even hundreds of votes in a battleground state can be significant.



















battle group






noun




a military force created to fight together, typically consisting of several different types of troops.













battle jacket






noun




a style of waist-length jacket worn by army personnel.













battlement

 
/ˈbadlmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
battlements

 )


1.
 
a parapet at the top of a wall, usually of a fort or castle, that has regularly spaced, squared openings for shooting through.




2.
 
a section of roof enclosed by this.








II.
 
derivatives





battlemented

 
/ˈbadlmən(t)əd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bataillier

 ‘fortify with movable defense turrets,’ possibly related to battle
 .





battler

 
/ˈbatlər, ˈbatl-ər/






noun



1.
 
a person who battles or fights.




2.
 
a person who refuses to admit defeat in the face of difficulty




•
 
a battler taking swings at opponents and rallying friends.



















battle-scarred

 
/ˈbadlskärd/






adjective




damaged or affected by fighting




•
 
a group of battle-scarred veterans




•
 


‹figurative›

 the battle-scarred executives of the technology boom.



















battleship

 
/ˈbadlˌSHip/





I.
 
noun




a heavy warship of a type built chiefly in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with extensive armor and large-caliber guns.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: shortening of 
line-of-battle ship

 , originally with reference to the largest wooden warships.





battleship gray






noun




a bluish gray color, typically used for warships to reduce their visibility.













battle star






noun




former term for service star
 .













battlewagon

 
/ˈbadlˌwaɡən /

 
battle wagon






noun






‹informal›

 a battleship or an armored vehicle.













battue

 
/baˈto͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the driving of game toward hunters by beaters.




2.
 
a hunting party arranged by driving game toward hunters by beaters.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, feminine past participle of 
battre

 ‘to beat,’ from Latin 
battuere

 .





batty

 
/ˈbadē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 crazy; insane




•
 
you'll drive me batty!














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
battily

 
/ˈbatəlē /






adverb













2.
 
battiness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bat
 2
 + -y
 1
 . Compare with bats
 .





Batwa

 
/baˈtwä/






plural form of Twa
 .









batwing

 
/ˈbatwiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sleeve) having a deep armhole and a tight cuff.




2.
 
(of a garment) having sleeves with deep armholes and tight cuffs.













bauble

 
/ˈbôbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, showy trinket or decoration.




2.
 
something that is superficially attractive but useless or worthless.




•
 
people in quest of honors are wasting time and effort to secure baubles.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a baton formerly used as an emblem by jesters.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
baubel

 ‘child's toy,’ of unknown origin.





Baucis

 
/ˈbôsəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Philemon.









baud

 
/bôd/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
[Telecommunications]

 a unit of transmission speed equal to the number of times a signal changes state per second. For one baud is equivalent to one bit per second.











– origin

 1930s: coined in French from the name of J. M. E. 
Baudot

 (1845–1903), French engineer who invented a telegraph printing system.





Baudelaire, Charles

 
/ˌbōdəˈle(ə)r, -dlˈe(ə)r/






(1821–67), French poet and critic; full name 
Charles Pierre Baudelaire

 . He is noted for 
Les Fleurs du mal

 (1857), a series of 101 lyrics that explore his isolation and melancholy and the attraction of evil and the macabre.









Baudrillard, Jean

 
/ˌbōdrēˈ(y)är/






(1929–2007), French sociologist and cultural critic, associated with postmodernism.









Baugh, Sammy

 
/bô/






(1914–2008), US football player; full name 
Samuel Adrian Baugh

 ; known as 
Slingin' Sammy

 . He played for the Washington Redskins 1937–52, where his trademark pinpoint passing revolutionized professional football by making the forward pass a routine play from scrimmage. In 1943, he became the only player to lead the National Football League in passing, punting, and interceptions in the same season. Football Hall of Fame (1963).









Bauhaus

 
/ˈbouˌhous/





I.
 
a school of design established by Walter Gropius in Weimar in 1919, best known for its designs of objects based on functionalism and simplicity.







– origin

 German, ‘house of architecture,’ from 
Bau

 ‘building’ + 
Haus

 ‘house.’





Baum, L. Frank

 
/bôm, bäm/






(1856–1919), US journalist and author; full name 
Lyman Frank Baum

 . His many children's books include 
Father Goose: His Book

 (1899), 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

 (1900), and other 
Oz

 books.









Baumé scale

 
/bōˈmā, ˈbōmā/





I.
 
noun




a scale with arbitrary markings, used with a hydrometer to measure the relative density of liquids.











– origin

 named for Antoine Baumé (1728–1804), French chemist.





Bausch, John Jacob

 
/bouSH/






(1830–1926), US businessman, born in Germany. He cofounded (with Henry Lomb) the Bausch & Lomb Optical Company in 1853.









bauxite

 
/ˈbôksīt/





I.
 
noun




an amorphous clayey rock that is the chief commercial ore of aluminum. It consists largely of hydrated alumina with variable proportions of iron oxides.








II.
 
derivatives





bauxitic

 
/ˌbôkˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
Les Baux

 (the name of a village near Arles in southeastern France, near which it was first found) + -ite
 1
 .





bavardage

 
/ˌbavərˈdäZH/





I.
 
noun




idle gossip; chitchat.











– origin

 French, from 
bavarder

 ‘to chatter,’ from 
bavard

 ‘talkative,’ from 
bave

 ‘drivel.’






Bavaria

 
/bəˈverēə/






a state in southern Germany, formerly an independent kingdom; capital, Munich.

German name Bayern
 .









Bavarian

 
/bəˈverēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the southern German state of Bavaria, its people, or their language




•
 
cheerful Bavarian folk music




•
 
the scenic Bavarian foothills.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Bavaria




•
 
a fellow Bavarian.










2.
 
the dialect of German spoken in Bavaria, Austria, and surrounding areas




•
 
she was yelling at him loudly in Bavarian.



















bavarois

 
/ˌbävärˈwä /

 
bavaroise





I.
 
noun




a dessert containing gelatin and whipped cream, served cold.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘Bavarian.’





bawbee

 
/ˈbôbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. Irish)

 a coin of low value.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. Irish)

 
‹historical›

 a former silver coin worth three (later six) Scottish pennies.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the name of the laird of Sille
bawby

 , mint master under James V.





bawd

 
/bôd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a woman in charge of a brothel.











– origin

 late Middle English: shortened from obsolete 
bawdstrot

 , from Old French 
baudestroyt

 ‘procuress,’ from 
baude

 ‘shameless.’





bawdry

 
/ˈbôdrē/






noun




obscenity in speech or writing.













bawdy

 
/ˈbôdē/





I.
 
adjective




dealing with sexual matters in a comical way; humorously indecent.








II.
 
noun




humorously indecent talk or writing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bawdily

 
/ˈbôdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bawdiness

 
/ˈbôdēnis /






noun





















bawdy house






noun






‹archaic›

 a brothel.














bawl

 
/bôl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — shout or call out noisily and unrestrainedly


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Move!” bawled the drill sergeant




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
lustily 
bawling out

 the hymns




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Joe bawled with laughter.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — weep or cry noisily




•
 
she began to bawl like a child




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bawling

 )
 
bawling babies.














II.
 
noun




a loud, unrestrained shout.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





bawl someone out






reprimand someone angrily




•
 
tales of how she bawled out employees.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘(of an animal) howl, bark’): imitative.





Baxter, Anne

 
/ˈbakstər/






(1923–85), US actress. She won an Academy Award in 1946 for her supporting role in 
The Razor's Edge

 .









Baxter State Park

 
/ˌbakstər ˌstāt ˈpärk/






a preserve in northern Maine that incorporates Mount Katahdin and the northern end of the Appalachian Trail.









bay1


 
/bā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad inlet of the sea where the land curves inward


[in 
place names

 ]


•
 
San Francisco Bay




•
 
the Bay of Biscay.










2.
 
an indentation or recess in a range of hills or mountains.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
baie

 , from medieval Latin 
baia

 .






bay2


 
/bā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
bay tree

 , 
bay laurel

 , or 
sweet bay

 )
 — an evergreen Mediterranean shrub of the laurel family, with deep green leaves and purple berries. Its aromatic leaves are used in cooking and were formerly used to make triumphal crowns for victors.

[
Laurus nobilis

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]




2.
 
a similarly aromatic tree or shrub of North America, especially the bayberry used in the preparation of bay rum.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the laurel berry): from Old French 
baie

 , from Latin 
baca

 ‘berry.’





bay3


 
/bā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a recessed or enclosed area, in particular




2.
 
a space created by a window-line projecting outward from a wall.




3.
 
short for bay window
 .




4.
 
a section of wall between two buttresses or columns, especially in the nave of a church.




5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a compartment with a particular function in a motor vehicle, aircraft, or ship




•
 
an engine bay




•
 
a bomb bay.










6.
 
an area allocated or marked off for a specified purpose




•
 
a loading bay.










7.
 


[Computing]

 a cabinet, or a space in the cabinet, into which an electronic device is installed




•
 
a drive bay.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
baie

 , from 
baer

 ‘to gape,’ from medieval Latin 
batare

 , of unknown origin.






bay4


 
/bā/





I.
 
adjective




(of a horse) brown with black points.








II.
 
noun




a bay horse.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bai

 , from Latin 
badius

 .






bay5


 
/bā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a dog, especially a large one) bark or howl loudly




•
 
the dogs bayed




•
 
a jackal 
baying at the moon

 .










2.
 
(of a group of people) shout loudly, typically to demand something




•
 
as a mob bayed below, the king was dead.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 bay at




•
 
a pack of wolves baying at the moon.














II.
 
noun




the sound of baying, especially that of hounds in close pursuit of their quarry.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at bay






forced to confront one's attackers or pursuers; cornered.









2.
 
bring someone/something to bay






trap or corner a person or animal being hunted or chased.









3.
 
hold (or keep) someone/something at bay






prevent someone or something from approaching or having an effect.









4.
 
stand at bay






turn to face one's pursuers.















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
a)bai

 (noun), (
(a)baiier

 (verb) ‘to bark,’ of imitative origin.





bayadère

 
/ˈbīəˌder/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu dancing girl, in particular one at a southern Indian temple.











– origin

 from French, from Portuguese 
bailadeira

 , from 
bailar

 ‘to dance’ (related to medieval Latin 
ballare

 ‘to dance’).





Bay Area






the region around San Francisco Bay, in north central California. Oakland is the hub of the East Bay, San Jose of the South Bay.









bayberry

 
/ˈbāˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American shrub with aromatic leathery leaves and waxy berries.

See also wax myrtle
 . [Genus 
Myrica

 , family 
Myricaceae

 : several species, in particular 
northern bayberry

 (
M. pensylvanica

 ) and 
black bayberry

 (
M. heterophylla

 ).]




2.
 
a tropical American shrub with aromatic leaves that are used in the preparation of bay rum.

Also called bay rum tree
 . [
Pimenta racemosa

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from bay
 2
 + berry
 .





Bay City






an industrial city in eastern Michigan, on the Saginaw River, near Lake Huron; pop. 33,874 (est. 2008).










Bayern

 
/ˈbīərn/






German name for Bavaria
 .









Bayes' theorem

 
/ˈbāz ˌTHēərəm /

 

‹Statistics›






I.
 
a theorem describing how the conditional probability of each of a set of possible causes for a given observed outcome can be computed from knowledge of the probability of each cause and the conditional probability of the outcome of each cause.




II.
 
derivatives





Bayesian

 
/ˈbāzēən /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Thomas 
Bayes

 (1702–61), English mathematician.





Bayeux Tapestry

 
/bäˈyo͝o, bāˈyo͞o/






a medieval English embroidery made between 1066 and 1077, telling the story of the Norman Conquest.









Baykal, Lake






variant spelling of Baikal, Lake
 .









bay leaf

 
/ˈbā ˌlēf/






noun




the aromatic, usually dried, leaf of the bay tree, used in cooking.













Baylis, Lilian

 
/ˈbālis/






(1874–1937), English theater manager; full name 
Lilian Mary Baylis

 . She is noted for her management of the Old Vic and for her initiative in reopening the old Sadler's Wells Theatre in 1931.









Baylor, Elgin

 
/ˈbālər/






(1934–), US basketball player; full name 
Elgin Gay Baylor

 . He played for the Lakers (Minneapolis until 1960, then Los Angeles) 1958–71. Basketball Hall of Fame (1977).









bayonet

 
/ˈbāənət ˌbāəˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swordlike stabbing blade that may be fixed to the muzzle of a rifle for use in hand-to-hand fighting.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a fitting for a light bulb, camera lens, or other appliance that is engaged by being pushed into a socket and then twisted to lock it in place.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stab (someone) with a bayonet.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a kind of short dagger): from French 
baïonnette

 , from 
Bayonne

 , the name of a town in southwestern France, where they were first made.





Bayonne

 
/bāˈyōn/






an industrial port city in northeastern New Jersey, on New York Bay; pop. 57,448 (est. 2008).









bayou

 
/ˈbīo͞o ˈbīō/





I.
 
noun




(in the southern US) a marshy outlet of a lake or river.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Louisiana French, from Choctaw 
bayuk

 .





Bayou State






a nickname for the state of Louisiana
 .










Bayou Teche

 
/ˌbīo͞o ˈteSH/






a water route in south central Louisiana, at the heart of Cajun Country.

Also called the Teche
 .









Bayreuth

 
/ˈbīˌroit, bīˈroit/






a town in Bavaria where Wagner is buried and where festivals of his operas are held regularly.









bay rum

 
/ˈbā ˌrəm/






noun




an aromatic liquid, used especially for the hair or as an aftershave, typically distilled from rum and the leaves of the bayberry.














bay rum tree






noun




another name for bayberry
 (
sense

 2).













bayside

 
/ˈbāsīd/





I.
 
adjective




on or near the shore of a bay.








II.
 
noun




the land on the shore of a bay.













Bay State






a nickname for the state of Massachusetts
 .









Baytown

 
/ˈbātoun/






a city in southeastern Texas, east of Houston, a center of the oil industry; pop. 70,330 (est. 2008).










bay window

 
/ˈbā ˈwindō/






noun




a window built to project outward from an outside wall.













bazaar

 
/bəˈzär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a market in a Middle Eastern country.




2.
 
a fundraising sale of goods, typically for charity.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a large shop selling miscellaneous goods.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
bazarro

 , from Turkish, from Persian 
bāzār

 ‘market.’





bazillion

 
/bəˈzilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a very large exaggerated number




•
 
you were going a bazillion miles per hour!

















– origin

 1980s: probably a blend of 
billion

 and 
gazillion

 (also a large exaggerated number).






bazoo

 
/bəˈzo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's mouth.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks or anus.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with Dutch 
bazuin

 ‘trombone, trumpet.’





bazooka

 
/bəˈzo͞okə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short-range tubular rocket launcher used against tanks.




2.
 
a trombonelike type of kazoo.











– origin

 1930s 
sense

 2: apparently from slang bazoo
 in the original sense ‘kazoo.’





bazoom

 
/bəˈzo͞om/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
bazooms

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a woman's breast.











– origin

 1950s: probably an alteration of bosom
 .





BB





I.
 
symbol






(N. Amer.)

 a standard size of lead pellet used in air rifles.








II.
 
abbreviation






[Baseball]

 base on balls.













b-ball






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 basketball.













BBC

 
/ˌbē ˌbē ˈsē/






abbreviation




short for British Broadcasting Corporation
 .













BB gun

 
/ˈbēːbēːɡən/






noun




an air rifle that fires BBs.













BBIN






abbreviation




Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal, considered as a group with regard to development, public health, and economic issues.













bbl.






abbreviation




barrels (especially of oil).













BBM





I.
 
abbreviation






‹trademark›

 BlackBerry Messenger, an instant messaging application installed on BlackBerry mobile devices.








II.
 
noun




an instant messaɡe that is sent or received using BlackBerry Messenger




•
 
he just sent me a BBM to remind me.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone) an instant message using BlackBerry Messenger




•
 
I BBM him every once in a while.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from the initial letters of 
BlackBerry Messenger

 , from 
BlackBerry

 , the proprietary name of the mobile devices on which the messaging application is installed (see BlackBerry
 ).





b-boy

 
/ˈbēboi/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a young man involved with hip-hop culture.











– origin

 1980s: 
b-

 probably from the noun beat
 or from 
breakdancing

 .





BBQ






abbreviation






‹informal›

 barbecue.













BBS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 bulletin board system.














BC

 
/ˌbē ˈsē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
before Christ (used to indicate that a date is before the Christian Era).




2.
 
British Columbia (in official postal use).




3.
 
Batallion Commander.











usage:

 
BC

 is normally written in small capitals and placed 
after

 the numerals, as in 72 
BC

 (
not

 
BC

 72). See also usage at AD
 .





bcc

 
/ˌbēsēˈsē/






abbreviation




blind carbon copy, a copy of an email sent to someone whose name and address isn't visible to other recipients.













BCD






abbreviation



1.
 


[Military]

 bad conduct discharge.




2.
 
binary coded decimal.













BCE

 
/bēːsēːˈēː/






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Chemical Engineering.




2.
 
Bachelor of Civil Engineering.




3.
 
before the Common Era (used of dates before the Christian era, especially by non-Christians).














B cell





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a lymphocyte not processed by the thymus gland, and responsible for producing antibodies.











– origin

 
B

 for bursa
 , referring to the organ in birds where it was first identified.





BCF






abbreviation




bromochlorodifluoromethane, a substance formerly used in fire extinguishers.













BCG

 
/ˌbē ˌsē ˈjē/






abbreviation




Bacillus Calmette-Guérin, an antituberculosis vaccine.













BD






abbreviation




Bachelor of Divinity.













b-day

 
b'day






noun






‹informal›

 short for birthday
 :




•
 
Rebecca got her ears pierced for her 5th b-day.



















BDD






abbreviation




body dysmorphic disorder.













Bde






abbreviation




Brigade.













bdellium

 
/ˈdelēəm/





I.
 
noun




a fragrant resin produced by a number of trees related to myrrh, used in perfumes.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
bdellion

 , of Semitic origin.





bdrm






abbreviation




bedroom




•
 
spacious 4-bdrm, 3-bath home for rent.



















BDSM






abbreviation




bondage, discipline (or domination), sadism, and masochism (as a type of sexual practice).













BDU






abbreviation




battle dress uniform.














be

 
/bē/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(usu. 
there is/are

 )
 — exist




•
 
there are no easy answers




•
 
there once was a man




•
 
there must be something wrong




•
 
I think, therefore I am.










2.
 
be present




•
 
there is a boy sitting on the step




•
 
there were no curtains around the showers




•
 
Are there any castles in this area?










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — occur; take place




•
 
the exhibition will be in November




•
 
the opening event is on October 16




•
 
that was before the war.










4.
 
occupy a position in space




•
 
the Salvation Army store was on his left




•
 
she was not at the window.










5.
 
stay in the same place or condition




•
 
she was here until about ten-thirty




•
 
he's a tough customer—
let him be

 .










6.
 
attend




•
 
the days when she was in school.










7.
 
come; go; visit




•
 
he's from Missouri




•
 
I have just been to Thailand




•
 
the doctor's been here twice today.










8.
 
[as 
copular verb

 ]
 — having the state, quality, identity, nature, role, etc., specified




•
 
Amy was 91




•
 
the floor was uneven




•
 
I want to be a teacher




•
 
father was not well




•
 
his hair's brown




•
 
it will be Christmas soon




•
 
“Be careful,” Mr. Carter said.










9.
 
cost




•
 
the tickets were $25.










10.
 
amount to




•
 
one and one is two




•
 
two sixes are twelve.










11.
 
represent




•
 
let A be a square matrix of order 
n

 .










12.
 
signify




•
 
we were everything to each other.










13.
 
consist of; constitute




•
 
the monastery was several three-story buildings.










14.
 


‹informal›

 say




•
 
when I got there, they were like “What are you doing here?”














II.
 
auxiliary verb



1.
 
used with a present participle to form continuous tenses




•
 
they are coming




•
 
he had been reading




•
 
she will be waiting.










2.
 
used with a past participle to form the passive mood




•
 
it was done




•
 
it is said




•
 
his book will be published.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — used to indicate something due to happen




•
 
construction is to begin next summer




•
 
I was to meet him at 6:30.










4.
 
used to express obligation or necessity




•
 
you are to follow these orders




•
 
they said I was to remain on board.










5.
 
used to express possibility




•
 
these snakes are 
to be

 found in North America




•
 
she was nowhere 
to be

 seen.










6.
 
used to hypothesize about something that might happen




•
 


if

 I 
were

 to lose




•
 
if I was to tell you, you'd think I was crazy




•
 
were she to cure me, what could I offer her?










7.
 


‹archaic›

 used with the past participle of intransitive verbs to form perfect tenses




•
 
I am returned




•
 
all humanity is fallen.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as/that was








‹archaic›

 as someone or something was previously called




•
 
General Dunstaple had married Miss Hughes that was.















2.
 
the be-all and end-all








‹informal›

 a feature of an activity or a way of life that is of greater importance than any other.









3.
 
be oneself






act naturally, according to one's character and instincts.









4.
 
be that as it may






see may
 1
 .









5.
 
been there, done that






see there
 .









6.
 
not be oneself






not feel well.









7.
 
-to-be






[in 
combination

 ]
 — of the future




•
 
my bride-to-be.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
be about






see about
 .









2.
 
be off






go away; leave




•
 
he was anxious to be off.





















– origin

 Old English 
bēon

 , an irregular and defective verb, whose full conjugation derives from several originally distinct verbs. The forms 
am

 and 
is

 are from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sum

 and 
est

 . The forms 
was

 and 
were

 are from an Indo-European root meaning ‘remain.’ The forms 
be

 and 
been

 are from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
fui

 ‘I was,’ 
fio

 ‘I become’ and Greek 
phuein

 ‘bring forth, cause to grow.’ The origin of 
are

 is uncertain. / 
usage:

 For a discussion of whether it is correct to say that must 
be he

 at the door and it 
is I

 rather than that must 
be him

 at the door and it 
is me

 , see usage at personal pronoun
 .





Be






symbol




the chemical element beryllium.













BE






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Education.




2.
 
Bachelor of Engineering.




3.
 
bill of exchange.




4.
 
Black English.














be-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
forming verbs:




2.
 
all over; all around




•
 
bespatter.










3.
 
thoroughly; excessively




•
 
bewilder.










4.
 
(added to intransitive verbs) expressing transitive action




•
 
bemoan.










5.
 
(added to adjectives and nouns) expressing transitive action




•
 
befool




•
 
befriend.










6.
 
(added to nouns) affect with




•
 
befog.










7.
 
(added to adjectives) cause to be




•
 
befoul.










8.
 
(forming adjectives ending in 
-ed

 ) having; covered with




•
 
bejeweled.

















– origin

 Old English, weak form of 
bī

 ‘by.’





beach

 
/bēCH/





I.
 
noun




a pebbly or sandy shore, especially by the ocean between high- and low-water marks.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run or haul up (a boat or ship) onto a beach




•
 
at the water's edge a rowboat was beached




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
crews would not beach for fear of damaging craft.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
beached

 )
 — cause (a whale or similar animal) to become stranded out of the water.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a whale or similar animal) become stranded out of the water.




4.
 
(of an angler) land (a fish) on a beach.




5.
 
cause (someone) to suffer a loss




•
 
competitive procurement seems to have beached several companies.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting shingle on the seashore): perhaps related to Old English 
bæce

 , 
bece

 ‘brook’ (an element that survives in place names such as Wis
bech

 and Sand
bach

 ), assuming an intermediate sense ‘pebbly river valley.’





beach ball

 
/ˈbēCH ˈˌbôl/






noun




a large inflatable ball used for playing games on the beach.













beach buggy

 
/bēCH ˈbəɡē/






noun




another term for dune buggy
 .













beach bum

 
/ˈbēCH ˌbəm/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who loafs on or around a beach.













beachcomber

 
/ˈbēCHˌkōmər/






noun



1.
 
a vagrant who makes a living by searching beaches for articles of value and selling them.




2.
 
a person who searches beaches for useful or interesting items.




3.
 
a long wave rolling in from the sea; a comber.














beach flea






noun




a small crustacean of the seashore that typically lives among seaweed and leaps when disturbed.

Also called sand flea
 , sand hopper
 . [
Orchestia

 and other genera, order 
Amphipoda

 .]














beachfront

 
/ˈbēCHˌfrənt/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the part of a coastal town next to and directly facing the sea


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
beachfront property.



















beachgoer

 
/ˈbēCHˌɡōər/






noun




a person who goes to the beach




•
 
a red flag was flying, warning beachgoers not to swim




•
 
the bikini may be standard for most young beachgoers, but over the last few seasons the swimsuit has enjoyed a renaissance.



















beach grass






noun




marram grass, or any related grass of the genus 
Ammophila

 .













beachhead

 
/ˈbēCHˌhed/





I.
 
noun




a defended position on a beach taken from the enemy by landing forces, from which an attack can be launched.











– origin

 World War II (originally US): formed on the pattern of 
bridgehead

 .





beach hut






noun




a simple one-roomed structure on or next to a beach, used for privacy or shelter while visiting the beach during the day




•
 
along Southwold's beachfront are the famous brightly colored beach huts.



















beach plum






noun



1.
 
a maritime shrub related to the plum, native to northeastern North America.

[
Prunus maritima

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
the edible fruit of the beach plum.













beach resort






noun




a coastal holiday resort with a beach.













beachside

 
/ˈbēCHˌsīd/






noun




the area adjacent to a beach.













beachwear

 
/ˈbēCHˌwer/






noun




clothing suitable for wearing on the beach, though not necessarily for swimming in.













beachy

 
/ˈbēCHē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, suggestive of, or appropriate for a beach or a vacation spent at the beach




•
 
an extensive beachy area on the east side of town




•
 
a beachy dress and handbag




•
 
she's gone blonde, with tousled, beachy waves.














II.
 
derivatives





beachiness

 
/-ēnis /






noun






















beacon

 
/ˈbēkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fire or light set up in a high or prominent position as a warning, signal, or celebration




•
 
a chain of beacons carried the news




•
 


‹figurative›

 the prospect of a new government was 
a beacon of hope

 for millions.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (often in place names) a hill suitable for beacon of fire or light




•
 
Ivinghoe Beacon




•
 
the Brecon Beacons.










3.
 
a light or other visible object serving as a signal, warning, or guide, especially at sea or on an airfield.




4.
 
a radio transmitter whose signal helps to fix the position of a ship, aircraft, or spacecraft.











– origin

 Old English 
bēacn

 ‘sign, portent, ensign’; related to beckon
 .





Beacon Hill






a historic neighborhood in downtown Boston, Massachusetts, on high ground north of the Boston Common.










bead

 
/bēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of glass, stone, or similar material, typically rounded and perforated for threading with others as a necklace or rosary or for sewing onto fabric.




•
 
long strings of beads.




•
 
rosary beads.




•
 
she fastened the beads round my neck.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bead bracelet.










2.
 
a drop of a liquid on a surface




•
 


beads of

 sweat.










3.
 
a small knob forming the front sight of a gun.




4.
 
the reinforced inner edge of a pneumatic tire that grips the rim of the wheel.




5.
 
an ornamental molding resembling a string of beads or having a semicircular cross-section.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
beaded

 )
 — decorate or cover with beads




•
 
a beaded evening bag.










2.
 
string (beads) together.




3.
 
cover (a surface) with drops of moisture




•
 
his face was 
beaded with

 perspiration.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
draw (or get) a bead on





a.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 take aim at.




b.
 
fully understand or make sense of




•
 
it's hard to draw a bead on the stock market these days.















2.
 
tell (or say) one's beads






use the beads of a rosary in counting prayers.















– origin

 Old English 
gebed

 ‘prayer,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bede

 and German 
Gebet

 , also to bid
 1
 . Current senses derive from the use of a rosary, each bead representing a prayer.





bead curtain

 
beaded curtain






noun




a screen formed of a set of long strings threaded with beads, typically hung in a doorway




•
 
the hot wind from the dusty street stirred the bead curtains.



















beading

 
/ˈbēdiNG/






noun




decoration or ornamental molding resembling a string of beads or of a semicircular cross section.













beadle

 
/ˈbēdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a ceremonial officer of a church, college, or similar institution.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
(Scottish)

 a church officer assisting the minister.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a minor parish officer dealing with petty offenders.











– origin

 Old English 
bydel

 ‘a person who makes a proclamation,’ gradually superseded in Middle English by forms from Old French 
bedel

 , ultimately of Germanic origin; related to German 
Büttel

 , also to bid
 1
 .





beadwork

 
/ˈbēdwərk/






noun




decorative work made of beads.













beady

 
/ˈbēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's eyes) small, round, and gleaming.




2.
 
(of a look) bright and penetrating




•
 
she fixed him with a beady stare.














II.
 
derivatives





beadily

 
/ˈbēdəlē /






adverb





















beady-eyed

 
/ˌbēdēˈīd/






adjective



1.
 
having small, glinting eyes




•
 
a beady-eyed chicken.










2.
 


‹informal›

 keenly observant, typically in a sinister or hostile way




•
 
beady-eyed security guards




•
 
uniformed guards view you with beady-eyed suspicion.



















beagle

 
/ˈbēɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a small sturdy hound of a breed with a coat of medium length, bred especially for hunting.








II.
 
derivatives





beagler

 
/-ɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps from Old French 
beegueule

 ‘open-mouthed,’ from 
beer

 ‘open wide’ + 
gueule

 ‘throat.’





beak

 
/bēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bird's horny projecting jaws; a bill.




2.
 
the horny projecting jaw of animals other than birds, for example a turtle or squid.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's nose, especially a hooked one




•
 
she can't wait to stick her beak in.










4.
 
a projection at the prow of an ancient warship, typically shaped to resemble the head of a bird or other animal, used to pierce the hulls of enemy ships.








II.
 
derivatives





beaked

 
/bēkt /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a yellow-beaked alpine chough

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bec

 , from Latin 
beccus

 , of Celtic origin.





beaked whale






noun




a medium-sized whale with elongated jaws that form a beak, often showing marked differences in size and body form between the sexes.

[Family 
Ziphiidae

 : four genera and several species.]













beaker

 
/ˈbēkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lipped cylindrical glass container for laboratory use.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a large drinking container with a wide mouth.




3.
 


[Archaeology]

 a waisted pot characteristic of graves of the Beaker folk.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘large drinking container’): from Old Norse 
bikarr

 , perhaps based on Greek 
bikos

 ‘drinking bowl.’





Beaker folk

 
/ˈbēkər ˌfōk/






plural noun






[Archaeology]

 a late Neolithic and early Bronze Age European people (
c.

 2700–1700 
BC

 ), named after distinctive waisted pots (
Beaker ware

 ) that were associated with their burials and appear to have been used for alcoholic drinks.













beaky

 
/ˈbēkē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person's nose) resembling a bird's beak; hooked.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) having nose resembling a bird's beak.













Beale, Dorothea

 
/bēl/






(1831–1906), English educator. She campaigned for women's suffrage and for higher education.









Beale Street

 
/ˈbēl ˌstrēt/






a historic commercial street in downtown Memphis, Tennessee, that is associated with black music and commerce.










beam

 
/bēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, sturdy piece of squared timber or metal spanning an opening or part of a building, usually to support the roof or floor above.




2.
 
another term for balance beam
 .




3.
 
a horizontal piece of squared timber or metal supporting the deck and joining the sides of a ship.




4.
 


[Nautical]

 the direction of an object visible from the port or starboard side of a ship when it is perpendicular to the center line of the vessel




•
 
there was land in sight 
on the

 port 
beam

 .










5.
 
a ship's breadth at its widest point




•
 
a cutter with a beam of 16 feet.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 the width of a person's hips




•
 
notice how 
broad in the beam

 she's getting?










7.
 
the main stem of a stag's antler.




8.
 
the crossbar of a balance.




9.
 
(especially in a stationary steam engine) an oscillating shaft through which the vertical piston movement is transmitted to the crank or pump.




10.
 


‹historical›

 the main timber of a horse-drawn plow.




11.
 
a ray or shaft of light




•
 
a 
beam of light

 flashed in front of her




•
 
the flashlight beam dimmed perceptibly.










12.
 
a directional flow of particles or radiation




•
 
beams of electrons.










13.
 
a series of radio or radar signals emitted to serve as a navigational guide for ships or aircraft.




14.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a radiant or good-natured look or smile




•
 
a beam of satisfaction.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transmit (a radio signal or broadcast) in a specified direction




•
 
beaming a distress signal into space




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the TV station begins beaming into homes in the new year.










2.
 
(
beam someone up/down

 )
 — (in science fiction) transport someone instantaneously to another place, especially to or from a spaceship




•
 
Scotty, beam me up!







[phrase from the television series 
Star Trek

 .]




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a light or light source) shine brightly




•
 
the sun's rays beamed down.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — smile radiantly




•
 
she beamed with pleasure




•
 (as 
adj.

 
beaming

 )
 
a beaming smile.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (an emotion) with a radiant smile




•
 
the teacher beamed her approval




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Isn't that wonderful, Beatrice?” beamed the nun.










6.
 
(
beamed

 )
 — construct a ceiling with exposed beams




•
 
vaulted beamed ceilings in the family room.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a beam in one's eye






a fault that is greater in oneself than in the person one is finding fault with.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 7:3.]









2.
 
off (or way off) beam








‹informal›

 on the wrong track; mistaken




•
 
you're way off beam on this one.















3.
 
on the beam








‹informal›

 on the right track.









4.
 
on her (or its) beam-ends






(of a ship) heeled over on its side; almost capsized.















– origin

 Old English 
bēam

 ‘tree, beam’; related to Dutch 
boom

 and German 
Baum

 .





beam compass

 
/bēm ˈkəmpəs /

 
beam compasses






noun




a drawing compass consisting of a horizontal rod or beam connected by sliding sockets to two vertical legs, used for drawing large circles.













beamish

 
/ˈbēmiSH/






adjective




beaming with happiness, optimism, or anticipation.













Beamon, Bob

 
/ˈbēmən/






(1946–), US long jumper; full name 
Robert Beamon

 . He set a world record at the 1968 Olympic Games that stood until 1991.









beam sea






noun






[Nautical]

 a sea that is running at approximately right angles to a vessel's heading.













beam splitter






noun




a device for dividing a beam of light or other electromagnetic radiation into two or more separate beams.













beamy

 
/ˈbēmē/






adjective




(of a ship) broad-beamed.














bean

 
/bēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible seed, typically kidney-shaped, growing in long pods on certain leguminous plants.




2.
 
the hard seed of coffee, cocoa, and certain other plants.




3.
 
a leguminous plant that bears beans in pods.

[
Phaseolus

 and other genera, family 
Leguminosae

 : numerous species, including the 
scarlet runner

 (
P. coccineus

 ), 
kidney bean

 (
P. vulgaris

 ), and 
broad bean

 (
Vicia faba

 ).]




4.
 
(also 
beans

 ) [with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a very small amount or nothing at all of something (used emphatically)




•
 
there is not a single bean of substance in the report




•
 
I 
didn't know beans

 about being a step-parent.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a person's head, typically when regarded as a source of common sense.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 hit (someone) on the head




•
 
Boone was nearly beaned by that wild pitch.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
full of beans








‹informal›

 lively; in high spirits.









2.
 
a hill (or row) of beans






[with 
negative

 ]
 — anything of any importance or value




•
 
three little people 
don't amount to a hill of beans

 in this crazy world.















3.
 
old bean








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a friendly form of address, usually to a man




•
 
great to see you, old bean!





















– origin

 Old English 
bēan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boon

 and German 
Bohne

 .





Bean, Roy

 
/bēn/






(
c.

 1825–1903), US frontiersman; known as 
Judge Roy Bean

 . In 1882, he named himself justice of the peace in Val Verde County, Texas, where he held court in his saloon, the Jersey Lilly, so-named for actress Lillie Langtry.









beanbag

 
/ˈbēnˌbaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bag filled with dried beans and typically used in children's games.




2.
 


[Football]

 a square of colored plastic with a weighted section, used as a penalty flag.




3.
 
a large cushion, typically filled with polystyrene beads, used as a seat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Football]

 indicate (a penalty) or charge (a player) with a penalty using a beanbag.













beanball

 
/ˈbēnbôl/






noun






[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 a ball pitched, especially intentionally, at the batter's head.













bean counter

 
//





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person, typically an accountant or bureaucrat, perceived as placing excessive emphasis on controlling expenditure and budgets.








II.
 
derivatives





bean counting






noun





















bean curd

 
/ˈbēn ˌkərd/






noun




another term for tofu
 .













beaner

 
/ˈbēnər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Mexican or a person of Mexican descent.













beanery

 
/ˈbēnərē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cheap restaurant.













beanie

 
/ˈbēnē/





I.
 
noun




a small, close-fitting hat worn on the back of the head.











– origin

 1940s: perhaps from bean
 (in the sense ‘head’) + -ie
 .





beanpole

 
/ˈbēnˌpōl/






noun



1.
 
a stick for supporting bean plants.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a tall, thin person.













bean sprouts






plural noun




the sprouting seeds of certain beans, especially mung beans, used in Asian cooking.













beanstalk

 
/ˈbēnˌstôk/






noun




the stem of a bean plant, proverbially fast growing and tall.














bear1


 
/ber/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) carry




•
 
he was bearing a tray of brimming glasses




•
 
the warriors bore lances tipped with iron.










2.
 
(of a vehicle or boat) convey (passengers or cargo)




•
 
steamboats bear the traveler out of Kerrerra Sound.










3.
 
have or display as a visible mark or feature




•
 
a small boat bearing a white flag




•
 
many of the papers bore his flamboyant signature.










4.
 
be called by (a name or title)




•
 
he bore the surname Tiller.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ] (
bear oneself

 )
 — carry or conduct oneself in a particular manner




•
 
she bore herself with dignity.










6.
 
support




•
 
walls that cannot bear a stone vault.










7.
 
take responsibility for




•
 
no one likes to 
bear the responsibility

 for such decisions




•
 
the expert's fee shall be borne by the tenant.










8.
 
be able to accept or stand up to




•
 
it is doubtful whether either of these distinctions would 
bear scrutiny

 .










9.
 
endure (an ordeal or difficulty)




•
 
she bore the pain stoically.










10.
 
[with 
modal

 and 
negative

 ]
 — manage to tolerate (a situation or experience)




•
 
she 
could hardly bear

 his sarcasm




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I cannot bear to see you hurt.










11.
 
(
cannot bear someone/something

 )
 — strongly dislike




•
 
I can't bear caviar.










12.
 
give birth to (a child)




•
 
she bore six daughters




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
his wife had borne him a son.










13.
 
(of a tree or plant) produce (fruit or flowers)




•
 
a squash that bears fruit shaped like cucumbers.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — turn and proceed in a specified direction




•
 
bear left and follow the old road.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be borne in upon






come to be realized by




•
 
the folly of her action was borne in on her with devastating precision.















2.
 
bear arms





a.
 
carry firearms.




b.
 
wear or display a coat of arms.









3.
 
bear the brunt of






see brunt
 .









4.
 
bear the burden of






suffer the consequences of.









5.
 
bear fruit






yield positive results




•
 
plans for power-sharing may be about to bear fruit.















6.
 
bear someone a grudge






nurture a feeling of resentment against someone.









7.
 
bear a hand








‹archaic›

 help in a task or enterprise.









8.
 
bear someone malice (or ill will)






[with 
negative

 ]
 — wish someone harm.









9.
 
bear a resemblance (or similarity) to






resemble.









10.
 
bear a relation (or relationship) to






[with 
negative

 ]
 — be logically consistent with




•
 
the map didn't seem to bear any relation to the roads.















11.
 
bear the stamp of






be clearly identifiable with




•
 
every work of mine must inevitably bear the stamp of my own personality.















12.
 
bear witness (or testimony) to






testify to




•
 
little is left to bear witness to the past greatness of the city.















13.
 
does not bear thinking about






is too terrible to contemplate.









14.
 
grin and bear it






see grin
 .









15.
 
have one's cross to bear






see cross
 .












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bear away






another way of saying bear off
 .









2.
 
bear down





a.
 
(of a woman in labor) exert downward pressure in order to push the baby out.




b.
 
put pressure on someone or something




•
 
he bore down and allowed the Bears only one more run.















3.
 
bear down on





a.
 
move quickly toward someone, in a purposeful or an intimidating manner.




b.
 
take strict measures to deal with




•
 
a commitment to bear down on inflation.















4.
 
bear off





a.
 


[Sailing]

 change course away from the wind.




b.
 


[Nautical]

 steer away from something, typically the land.









5.
 
bear on





a.
 
be relevant to (something)




•
 
two kinds of theories that bear on literary studies.










b.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — be a burden on (someone)




•
 
a tax that will 
bear heavily on

 poorer households.















6.
 
bear something out






support or confirm something




•
 
this assumption is not borne out by any evidence.















7.
 
bear up






remain cheerful in the face of adversity




•
 
she's bearing up remarkably well.















8.
 
bear with






be patient or tolerant with.















– origin

 Old English 
beran

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
bharati

 , Greek 
pherein

 , and Latin 
ferre

 . / 
usage:

 In the early 17th century, 
borne

 and 
born

 were simply variant forms of the past participle of 
bear

 used interchangeably with no distinction in meaning. By around 1775, however, the present distinction in use had become established. At that time, 
borne

 became the standard past participle used in all the senses listed in this dictionary entry, e.g., she has 
borne

 you another son, the findings have been 
borne

 out, and so on. 
Born

 became restricted to just one very common use (which remains the case today), in the passive, without 
by

 , as the standard, neutral way to refer to birth: she was 
born

 in 1965, he was 
born

 lucky, or I was 
born

 and bred in Boston.






bear2


 
/ber/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, heavy, mammal that walks on the soles of its feet, with thick fur and a very short tail. Bears are related to the dog family, but most species are omnivorous.

[Family 
Ursidae

 : several genera and species.]




2.
 
a teddy bear.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a rough, unmannerly, or uncouth person.




4.
 
a large, heavy, cumbersome man




•
 
a lumbering bear of a man.










5.
 
(
the Bear

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a nickname for Russia.




6.
 
(
the Bear

 )
 — the constellation Ursa Major or Ursa Minor.




7.
 


[Stock Market]

 a person who forecasts that prices of stocks or commodities will fall, especially a person who sells shares hoping to buy them back later at a lower price


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bear markets.







[said to be from a proverb warning against ‘selling the bear's skin before one has caught the bear.’]








II.
 
phrases





loaded for bear








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fully prepared for any eventuality, typically a confrontation or challenge.















– origin

 Old English 
bera

 ; related to Dutch 
beer

 and German 
Bär

 .





bearable

 
/ˈberəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be endured




•
 
a ceiling fan made the heat bearable.














II.
 
derivatives





bearably






adverb





















bearbaiting

 
/ˈberˌbādiNG/






noun






‹historical›

 a form of entertainment that involved setting dogs to attack a captive bear.













bearberry

 
/ˈberberē/






noun




a creeping dwarf shrub of the heath family, with pinkish flowers and bright red berries.

[Genus 
Arctostaphylos

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. uva-ursi

 , found esp. in circumpolar regions.]













bearcat

 
/ˈberkat/






noun



1.
 
a bearlike climbing mammal, especially the red panda.




2.
 
a binturong.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an aggressive or forceful person.













bear claw






noun




a filled pastry made from a folded circle of dough with slits cut in it.













beard

 
/ˈbird/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a growth of hair on the chin and lower cheeks of a man's face




•
 
he had a black beard




•
 
three days' growth of beard.










2.
 
a tuft of hair on the chin of certain mammals, for example a lion or goat.




3.
 
an animal's growth or marking that is likened to a beard, e.g., the gills of an oyster, or the beak bristles of certain birds.




4.
 
a tuft of hairs or bristles on certain plants, especially the awn of a grass.




5.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who carries out a transaction, typically a bet, for someone else in order to conceal the other's identity.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who pretends to have a romantic or sexual relationship with someone else in order to conceal the other's true sexual orientation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
boldly confront or challenge (someone formidable).








III.
 
phrases





beard the lion in his den (or lair)






confront or challenge someone on their own ground.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bearded

 
/ˈbi(ə)rdid /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a gray-bearded man



















2.
 
beardless

 
/ˈbirdləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English; related to Dutch 
baard

 and German 
Bart

 .





Beard, James






(1903–85), US chef and cookbook author. He hosted the first televised cooking show and founded a cooking school in New York.









bearded collie






noun




a dog of a shaggy breed of collie with long hair on the face.














bearded vulture






noun




another term for lammergeier
 .













Beardmore Glacier

 
/ˌbiərdmôr ˈɡlāSHər/






a glacier in Antarctica that flows from the Queen Maud Mountains to the Ross Ice Shelf, at the southern edge of the Ross Sea, 260 miles (418 km) long.









Beardsley, Aubrey

 
/ˈbi(ə)rdzlē/






(1872–98), English artist and illustrator, associated with art nouveau and the Aesthetic Movement; full name 
Aubrey Vincent Beardsley

 .










beardtongue

 
/ˈbirdˌtəNG/






noun




a North American plant of the figwort family with showy, five-lobed flowers. Each blossom has a tuft of hair on one of its stamens.

[Genus 
Penstemon

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, including 
hairy beardtongue

 (
P. hirsutus

 ) and the widespread 
foxglove beardtongue

 (
P. digitalis

 ).]













beardy

 
/ˈbirdē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




(of a man) having a beard




•
 
in the year of beardy hipsters, he looks nearly a decade out of fashion.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a bearded man, especially one regarded as lacking in style




•
 
the cartoons show him as a mad beardie.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a bearded collie




•
 
expect to be greeted with a bounce when you meet a beardie.



















bearer

 
/ˈberər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that carries or holds something




•
 
I'm sorry to be the bearer of bad tidings




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a flag-bearer.










2.
 
a carrier of equipment on an expedition.




3.
 
a person who carries the coffin at a funeral; pall-bearer.




4.
 
a person who presents a check or other order to pay money




•
 
promissory notes payable to the bearer.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — payable to the possessor




•
 
bearer bonds.




















beargrass

 
/ˈberɡras /

 
bear grass






noun




a North American plant with long, coarse, grasslike leaves, in particular

[● a wild yucca (genus 
Yucca

 , family 
Agavaceae

 ). ● a cultivated ornamental plant, the leaves of which were formerly used by American Indians to make watertight baskets (
Xerophyllum tenax

 , family 
Liliaceae

 ). Also called elk grass
 .]













bear hug

 
/ˈbe(ə)r ˌhəɡ/






noun




a rough, tight embrace.













bearing

 
/ˈberiNG/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's way of standing or moving




•
 
a man of precise military bearing.










2.
 
the way one behaves or conducts oneself




•
 
she has the bearing of a First Lady.










3.
 
relation or relevance




•
 
the case has no direct 
bearing on

 the issues.










4.
 
the level to which something bad can be tolerated




•
 
school was bad enough, but now it's past bearing.










5.
 
a part of a machine that bears friction, especially between a rotating part and its housing.




6.
 
a ball bearing.




7.
 


[Architecture]

 a structural part that supports weight, such as a wall that supports a beam.




8.
 
the point at which a structural part rests upon a supporting structure, such as the specific area of a beam that rests upon a wall.




9.
 
the direction or position of something, or the direction of movement, relative to a fixed point. It is typically measured in degrees, usually with magnetic north as zero




•
 
the Point is 
on a bearing

 of 015°.










10.
 
(
one's bearings

 )
 — awareness of one's position relative to one's surroundings




•
 
he rose unsteadily to his feet and tried to get his bearings.










11.
 


[Heraldry]

 a device or charge




•
 
armorial bearings.



















bearing rein






noun




a fixed rein that causes the horse to raise its head and arch its neck.













bearish

 
/ˈberiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or likened to a bear, typically in being rough, surly, or clumsy




•
 
a bearish figure with muttonchop whiskers.










2.
 


[Stock Market]

 characterized by or associated with falling share prices.




3.
 
(of a dealer) inclined to sell because of an anticipated fall in prices.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bearishly






adverb













2.
 
bearishness






noun





















bear market

 
/ˈˌbe(ə)r ˈmärkət/






noun






[Stock Market]

 a market in which prices are falling, encouraging selling.













Béarnaise sauce

 
/ˌberˈnāz ˌsôs/





I.
 
noun




a rich sauce thickened with egg yolks and flavored with tarragon.











– origin

 
Béarnaise

 , feminine of French 
Béarnais

 ‘of 
Béarn

 ,’ a region of southwestern France.






bearskin

 
/ˈberˌskin/






noun



1.
 
the pelt of a bear, especially when used as a rug or wrap.




2.
 
a tall cap of black fur worn ceremonially by certain military troops.














Beas

 
/ˈbēäs/






a river in northern India that rises in the Himalayas and flows through Himachal Pradesh to join the Sutlej River in Punjab. It is one of the five rivers that gave Punjab (“five waters”) its name.









beast

 
/bēst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal, especially a large or dangerous four-footed one




•
 
a wild beast.










2.
 
(usu. 
beasts

 )
 — a domestic animal, especially a bovine farm animal.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 an animal as opposed to a human




•
 
the gift of reason differentiates humanity from the beasts.










4.
 
an inhumanly cruel, violent, or depraved person




•
 
he is a filthy drunken beast.










5.
 


‹informal›

 an objectionable or unpleasant person or thing




•
 
a scheming, manipulative little beast.










6.
 
(
the beast

 )
 — a person's brutish or untamed characteristics




•
 


the beast in

 you is rearing its ugly head.










7.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a thing or concept possessing a particular quality




•
 
that much-maligned beast, the rave record.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
beste

 , based on Latin 
bestia

 .





beastie

 
/ˈbēstē/






noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹humorous›

 an animal, insect, or germ




•
 
our immune systems are killing millions of wee beasties.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(Scottish)

 
‹humorous›

 a vehicle or device of a particular kind




•
 
these little beasties only have three wheels.



















beastly

 
/ˈbēstlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 very unpleasant




•
 
this beastly war.










2.
 
unkind; malicious




•
 
don't be 
beastly to

 him.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 cruel and unrestrained




•
 
beastly immorality.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 possessing a specified characteristic to an intense and unpleasant degree




•
 
a beastly hot summer.














III.
 
derivatives





beastliness

 
/ˈbēstlēnəs /






noun





















beast of burden






noun




an animal such as a mule or donkey that is used for carrying loads.













beast of prey






noun




an animal, especially a mammal, that kills and eats other animals.














beat

 
/bēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (a person or an animal) repeatedly and violently so as to hurt or injure them, usually with an implement such as a club or whip




•
 
a woman whose husband would frequently beat her after becoming drunk




•
 
the victims were 
beaten to death

 with baseball bats.










2.
 
strike (an object) repeatedly so as to make a noise




•
 
he beat the table with his hand.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an instrument) make a rhythmical sound by being struck




•
 
drums were beating in the distance.










4.
 
strike (a carpet, blanket, etc.) repeatedly in order to remove dust.




5.
 
flatten or shape (metal) by striking it repeatedly with a hammer




•
 
pure gold can be 
beaten out

 to form very thin sheets.










6.
 
(
beat something against/on

 )
 — strike something against (something)




•
 
she beat her fists against the wood.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
beat on/against

 )
 — strike repeatedly on




•
 
Sidney beat on the door with the flat of his hand.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
beat at

 )
 — make striking movements toward




•
 
Emmie seized the hearthrug and began to beat at the flames.










9.
 
move across (an area of land) repeatedly striking at the ground cover in order to raise game birds for shooting.




10.
 
defeat (someone) in a game, competition, election, or commercial venture




•
 
she beat him easily at chess




•
 
the Senators 
beat out

 the Yankees for the 1933 pennant.










11.
 


‹informal›

 baffle




•
 


it beats me how

 you manage to work in this heat.










12.
 
overcome (a problem, or disease)




•
 
they are investing their savings in hopes of beating inflation




•
 
he beat heroin addiction in 1992.










13.
 
do or be better than (a record or score)




•
 
he beat his own world record.










14.
 


‹informal›

 be better than




•
 


you can't beat

 the taste of fresh raspberries.










15.
 
succeed in getting somewhere ahead of (someone)




•
 
I could beat him on my bicycle




•
 
the goalie beat him to the ball.










16.
 
take action to avoid (difficult or inconvenient effects of an event or circumstance)




•
 
they set off early to beat the traffic.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the heart) pulsate




•
 
her heart beat faster with panic.










18.
 
(of a bird) move (the wings) up and down.




19.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird) fly making rhythmic wing movements




•
 
an owl beat low over the salt marsh.










20.
 
stir (cooking ingredients) vigorously with a fork, whisk, or beater to make a smooth or frothy mixture.




21.
 
(
beat it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 leave


[in 
imperative

 ]


•
 
now beat it, will you!










22.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 sail into the wind, following a zigzag course with repeated tacking




•
 
we beat southward all that first day.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a main accent or rhythmic unit in music or poetry




•
 
the glissando begins on the second beat.










2.
 
a strong rhythm in popular music




•
 
the music changed to a funky disco beat.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a regular, rhythmic sound or movement




•
 
the beat of the wipers became almost hypnotic.










4.
 
the sound made when something, typically a musical instrument, is struck




•
 
he heard a regular drumbeat.










5.
 
a pulsation of the heart.




6.
 
a periodic variation of sound or amplitude due to the combination of two sounds, electrical signals, or other vibrations having similar but not identical frequencies.




7.
 
the movement of a bird's wings.




8.
 
an area allocated to a police officer to patrol




•
 
a patrolman who strived to make his beat a safe one




•
 
public clamor for more police officers 
on the beat

 .










9.
 
a spell of duty allocated to a police officer




•
 
her beat ended at 6 a.m.










10.
 
an area regularly frequented by someone, typically a prostitute.




11.
 
a person's area of interest




•
 
his beat is construction, property, and hotels.










12.
 
a brief pause or moment of hesitation, typically one lasting a specified length




•
 
she waited for a beat of three seconds.







[as a stage direction.]




13.
 


‹informal›

 short for beatnik
 .








III.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 completely exhausted




•
 
I'm 
dead beat

 .










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to the beat generation or its philosophy




•
 
beat poet Allen Ginsberg.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat all






be amazing or impressive




•
 
well, that beats all.















2.
 
beat around (or beat about) the bush






discuss a matter without coming to the point.









3.
 
beat someone at their own game






see game
 .









4.
 
beat someone's brains out






see brain
 .









5.
 
beat one's breast






see breast
 .









6.
 
beat the bushes








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 search thoroughly




•
 
I was out 
beating the bushes for

 investors to split the risk.















7.
 
beat the clock






perform a task quickly or within a fixed time limit.









8.
 
beat a dead horse






waste energy on a lost cause or unalterable situation.









9.
 
beat the drum for






see drum
 1
 .









10.
 
beat the hell out of

 

‹informal›






a.
 
beat (someone) very severely.




b.
 
surpass or defeat easily.




c.
 
totally confuse or puzzle (someone).









11.
 
beat the living daylights out of






see daylight
 (
sense

 2).









12.
 
beat one's meat








‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) masturbate.









13.
 
beat the pants off








‹informal›

 prove to be vastly superior to.









14.
 
beat a path to someone's door






(of a large number of people) hasten to make contact with someone regarded as interesting or inspiring, or in association with whom one stands to profit.









15.
 
beat a (hasty) retreat






withdraw, typically in order to avoid something unpleasant




•
 
as the bombs started to go off, they beat a hasty retreat across the field.















16.
 
beat the shit out of








‹vulgar slang›

 beat (someone) very severely.









17.
 
beat the system






succeed in finding a means of getting around rules, regulations, or other means of control.









18.
 
beat time






indicate or follow a musical tempo with a baton or other means.









19.
 
beat someone to it






succeed in doing something or getting somewhere before someone else, to their annoyance.









20.
 
miss a beat






see miss
 1
 .









21.
 
to beat all ——s






that is infinitely better than all the things mentioned




•
 
a PC screen saver to beat all screen savers.















22.
 
to beat the band








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in such a way as to surpass all competition




•
 
they were talking to beat the band.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
beat someone back (usu. be beaten back)






force (someone attempting to do something) to retreat




•
 
I tried to get in but was beaten back by the flames.















2.
 
beat down





a.
 
(of the sun) radiate intense heat and brightness.




b.
 
(of rain) fall hard and continuously.









3.
 
beat something down






quell defense or resistance.









4.
 
beat someone down






force someone to reduce the price of something.









5.
 
beat off








‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) masturbate.









6.
 
beat someone/something off





a.
 
succeed in resisting an attacker or an attack.




b.
 
win against a challenge or rival.









7.
 
beat something out





a.
 
produce a loud, rhythmic sound by striking something




•
 
he beat out a rhythm on the drums.










b.
 
extinguish flames by striking at them with a suitable object.









8.
 
beat someone up





a.
 
assault and severely injure someone by hitting, kicking, or punching them repeatedly.




b.
 
abuse someone verbally.









9.
 
beat up on






another way of saying beat someone up
 .












VI.
 
derivatives





beatable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
bēatan

 , of Germanic origin.





beatbox

 
/ˈbētbäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a drum machine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a radio or radio cassette player used to play loud music, especially rap.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate the sounds of a drum machine with the voice.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
beatboxer






noun













2.
 
beatboxing






noun





















beatdown

 
/ˈbētˌdoun/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a physical beating or assault




•
 
a savage beatdown.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a decisive defeat




•
 
the Lakers handed out a beatdown on the Pacers, 99–77.




















beaten

 
/ˈbētn/





I.
 
past participle of beat
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having been defeated




•
 
I knew when I was beaten.










2.
 
exhausted and dejected




•
 
he sat feeling old and beaten.










3.
 
having been beaten or struck




•
 
he trudged home like a beaten dog.










4.
 
(of food) whipped to a uniform consistency




•
 
beaten eggs.










5.
 
(of metal) shaped by hammering, typically so as to give the surface a dimpled texture.




6.
 
(of precious metal) hammered to form thin foil for ornamental use.




7.
 
(of a path) well trodden; much used.








III.
 
phrases





off the beaten track (or path)





a.
 
in or into an isolated place.




b.
 
unusual


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
off-the-beaten-track experiences.























beater

 
/ˈbēdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who hits someone or something, in particular




2.
 
a person employed to flush out or drive game animals for shooting by striking at the ground cover.




3.
 
a person who beats metal in manufacturing.




4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who habitually hits someone




•
 
a wife-beater.










5.
 
an implement or machine used for beating.




6.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a means of defeating or preventing something




•
 
a recession-beater.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a dilapidated but serviceable car




•
 
If you provide the kids with a car, give them an old beater.




















beater bar






noun




the rotating-brush unit within the powerhead of a vacuum cleaner.













beat frequency






noun






[Physics]

 the number of beats per second, equal to the difference in the frequencies of two interacting tones or oscillations.













beat generation

 
/bēt ˌjenəˈrāSHən/






a movement of young people in the 1950s who rejected conventional society and favored Zen Buddhism, modern jazz, free sexuality, and recreational drugs. Among writers associated with the movement were Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg.









beatific

 
/ˌbēəˈtifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
blissfully happy




•
 
a beatific smile.










2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 imparting holy bliss.








II.
 
derivatives





beatifically

 
/ˌbēəˈtifik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
béatifique

 or Latin 
beatificus

 , from 
beatus

 ‘blessed.’





beatification

 
/bēˌadəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) declaration by the pope that a dead person is in a state of bliss, constituting a step toward canonization and permitting public veneration.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘action of making blessed’): from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
beatificatio(n-)

 , from 
beatificare

 ‘make blessed,’ from Latin 
beatus

 ‘blessed.’





beatify

 
/bēˈadəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) announce the beatification of.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make blessed or supremely happy’): from Old French 
beatifier

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
beatificare

 , from Latin 
beatus

 ‘blessed.’





beating

 
/ˈbēdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a punishment or assault in which the victim is hit repeatedly




•
 
if he got dirt on his clothes, he'd get a beating




•
 
torture methods included beating.










2.
 
pulsation or throbbing, typically of the heart.




3.
 
a defeat in a competitive situation.








II.
 
phrases





take a beating








‹informal›

 suffer damage or hurt.

















beatitude

 
/bēˈadəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
supreme blessedness.




2.
 
(
the Beatitudes

 )
 — the blessings listed by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:3–11).




3.
 
(
his/your Beatitude

 )
 — a title given to patriarchs in the Orthodox Church.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
beatitude

 or Latin 
beatitudo

 , from 
beatus

 ‘blessed.’





Beatlemania

 
/ˌbēdlˈmānēə/






noun




extreme enthusiasm for the Beatles, as manifested in the frenzied behavior of their fans in the 1960s.




•
 
the band took to spending weeks on end in the studio as a way of escaping from the mayhem of Beatlemania.




•
 
the sound reminded him of old newsclips he'd seen of Beatlemania— girls screaming their heads off for the moptops from Liverpool.



















Beatlemaniac

 
/ˌbēdlˈmānēˌak/






noun




a very enthusiastic fan of the Beatles pop group




•
 
every Beatlemaniac knows Paul McCartney is left-handed.



















Beatles

 
/ˈbēd(ə)lz/





I.
 
(
the Beatles

 )
 — a pop and rock group from Liverpool, England, consisting of George Harrison, John Lennon, Paul McCartney, and Ringo Starr. Remembered for the quality and stylistic diversity of their songs (mostly written by Lennon and McCartney), they achieved success with their first single 
"Love Me Do"

 (1962) and went on to produce albums such as 
Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band

 (1967).




II.
 
(as 
modifier

 
Beatle

 )
 — characteristic of the Beatles




•
 
a Beatle jacket.















beat-match






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a DJ) synchronize the tempos of (two recordings) to enable a smooth transition between them in a set of uninterrupted music




•
 
if you want to play in a club where the DJ's expected to beat-match records, you'd better develop the skill.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we know how to mix and we know how to beat-match.



















beat-matching






noun




the action or technique of synchronizing the tempos of two recordings to enable a smooth transition between them in a set of uninterrupted music




•
 
if your music is badly chosen, the best beat-matching in the world won't save you.




















beatnik

 
/ˈbētnik/





I.
 
noun




a young person in the 1950s and early 1960s belonging to a subculture associated with the beat generation.











– origin

 1950s: from beat
 + 
-nik

 on the pattern of 
sputnik

 , perhaps influenced by US use of Yiddish 
-nik

 , denoting someone or something who acts in a particular way.





Beaton, Sir Cecil

 
/ˈbētn/






(1904–80), English photographer; full name 
Sir Cecil Walter Hardy Beaton

 . He is noted for his fashion features and portraits of celebrities.









Beatrix

 
/ˈbāəˌtriks, ˈbē-/






(1938–), queen of the Netherlands (1980–2013); full name 
Beatrix Wilhelmina Armgard

 .









Beattie, Ann

 
/ˈbētē/






(1947–), US author. Her works include the novels 
Chilly Scenes of Winter

 (1976), 
Picturing Will

 (1989), and 
Another You

 (1995) and the short-story collection 
Park City

 (1998).









Beatty, Warren

 
/ˈbētē, ˈbātē/






(1937–), US actor, director, and screenwriter; born 
Henry Warren Beaty

 ; the brother of actress Shirley MacLaine. He produced 
Bonnie and Clyde

 (1967), wrote and produced 
Shampoo

 (1975), codirected 
Heaven Can Wait

 (1978), and was producer, cowriter, and Academy Award-winning director of 
Reds

 (1981). He starred in them all.









beat-up

 
/ˈˌbēd ˈˌəp/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a thing) worn out by overuse; in a state of disrepair.














beau

 
/bō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a boyfriend or male admirer.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a rich, fashionable young man; a dandy.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, literally ‘handsome,’ from Latin 
bellus

 .





beaucoup

 
/ˌbōˈko͞o /

 
beaucoup de





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 many or much




•
 
beaucoup profits are at stake




•
 
I've never met anyone with beaucoup de bucks that didn't work their butt off.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, ‘a large quantity, a lot.’






Beaufort scale

 
/ˈbōfərt ˌskāl/





I.
 
a scale of wind speed based on a visual estimation of the wind's effects, ranging from force 0 (less than 1 knot or 1 mph, “calm”) to force 12 (64 knots or 74 mph and above, “hurricane”).







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Sir Francis 
Beaufort

 (1774–1857), the English admiral and naval hydrographer who devised it.





Beaufort Sea





I.
 
a part of the Arctic Ocean that lies to the north of Alaska and Canada.







– origin

 named after Sir Francis 
Beaufort

 (see Beaufort scale
 ).





beau geste

 
/ˌbō ˈZHest/





I.
 
noun




a noble and generous act.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘splendid gesture.’





beau idéal

 
/ˌbō ˌēdāˈal, īˈdēəl/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing representing the highest possible standard of excellence in a particular respect.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘ideal beauty.’






Beaujolais

 
/ˌbōZHəˈlā/






noun




a light red or (less commonly) white burgundy wine produced in the Beaujolais district of southeastern France.













Beaujolais Nouveau

 
/ˌbōZHəˌlā no͞oˈvō/





I.
 
noun




a Beaujolais wine sold in the first year of a vintage.











– origin

 from Beaujolais
 + French 
nouveau

 ‘new.’





Beaumarchais, Pierre de

 
/ˌbōmärˈSHā/






(1732–99), French playwright; full name 
Pierre Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais

 . He is chiefly remembered for his comedies 
The Barber of Seville

 (1775) and 
The Marriage of Figaro

 (1784).









beau monde

 
/ˌbō ˈmônd/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the beau monde

 )


1.
 
fashionable society.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘fine world.’





Beaumont

 
/ˈbōmänt/






an industrial port in southeastern Texas, on the Neches River, a center of the oil industry; pop. 110,553 (est. 2008).









Beaumont, Francis






(1584–1616), English playwright. He collaborated with John Fletcher on 
Philaster

 (1609), 
The Maid's Tragedy

 (1610–11), and many other plays. 
The Knight of the Burning Pestle

 (
c.

 1607) is attributed to Beaumont alone.









Beaune

 
/bōn/






noun




a red burgundy wine from the region around Beaune in eastern France.













Beauregard, P. G. T.

 
/ˈbōriˌɡärd/






(1818–93), Confederate army officer; full name 
Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard

 . He served as superintendent of the US Military Academy at West Point, but resigned in 1861 to join the Confederacy. He commanded the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, which officially began the Civil War.









beaut

 
/byo͞ot /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particularly fine example of something




•
 
the idea was a beaut.










2.
 
a beautiful person.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of beauty
 or beautiful
 .





beauteous

 
/ˈbyo͞odēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 beautiful




•
 
his beauteous bride.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from beauty
 , on the pattern of 
bounteous

 and 
plenteous

 .





beautician

 
/byo͞oˈtiSHən/






noun




a person whose job is to do hair styling, manicures, and other beauty treatments.














beautiful

 
/ˈbyo͞odəfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pleasing the senses or mind aesthetically




•
 
beautiful poetry




•
 
a beautiful young woman




•
 
the mountains were calm and beautiful.










2.
 
of a very high standard; excellent




•
 
the house had been left in beautiful order




•
 
she spoke in beautiful English.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the beautiful people





a.
 
fashionable, glamorous, and privileged people.




b.
 
(in the 1960s) hippies.









2.
 
the body beautiful






an ideal of physical beauty.

















beautifully

 
/ˈbyo͞odiflē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that pleases the senses or mind aesthetically




•
 
she does sing beautifully




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a beautifully illustrated book.










2.
 
very well; excellently




•
 
all the elements combine beautifully.



















beautify

 
/ˈbyo͞odəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
improve the appearance of.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
beautification

 
/ˌbyo͞odəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
beautifier






noun






















beauty

 
/ˈbyo͞odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a combination of qualities, such as shape, color, or form, that pleases the aesthetic senses, especially the sight




•
 
I was struck by her beauty




•
 
an area of outstanding natural beauty.










2.
 
a combination of qualities that pleases the intellect or moral sense.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something intended to make a woman more attractive




•
 
beauty products




•
 
beauty treatment.










4.
 
a beautiful or pleasing thing or person, in particular




5.
 
a beautiful woman.




6.
 
an excellent specimen or example of something




•
 
the fish was a beauty, around 14 pounds.










7.
 
(
the beauties of

 )
 — the pleasing or attractive features of something




•
 
the beauties of the Pennsylvania mountains.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the best feature or advantage of something




•
 


the beauty of

 keeping cats is that they don't tie you down.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beauty is in the eye of the beholder








‹proverb›

 beauty cannot be judged objectively, for what one person finds beautiful or admirable may not appeal to another.









2.
 
beauty is only skin-deep








‹proverb›

 a pleasing appearance is not a guide to character.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
beaute

 , based on Latin 
bellus

 ‘beautiful, fine.’





beauty bush

 
beautybush






noun




a deciduous Chinese shrub of the honeysuckle family, with clusters of yellow-throated pink tubular flowers, widely cultivated as an ornamental.

[
Kolkwitzia amabilis

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













beauty contest






noun



1.
 
a competition for a prize given to the woman judged the most beautiful.




2.
 
a contest between rival institutions or political candidates that depends heavily on presentation.













beauty mark






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for beauty spot
 (
sense

 2).













beauty parlor

 
beauty salon
 , beauty shop






noun




an establishment in which hairdressing, makeup, and similar cosmetic treatments are carried out professionally.













beauty queen

 
/ˈbyo͞odē ˈkwēn/






noun




a woman judged most beautiful in a beauty contest.













beauty sleep

 
/ˈbyo͞odē ˈslēp/






noun






‹humorous›

 sleep considered to be sufficient to keep one looking young and beautiful.













beauty spot

 
/ˈbyo͞odē ˈspät/






noun



1.
 
a place known for its beautiful scenery.




2.
 
a small natural or artificial mark such as a mole on a woman's face, considered to enhance another feature.













Beauvoir, Simone de






see de Beauvoir, Simone
 .









beaux

 
/bōz/






plural form of beau
 .









beaux arts

 
/ˌbōz ˈär/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
fine arts.




2.
 
(usu. 
Beaux Arts

 ) [as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to the classical decorative style maintained by the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris, especially in the 19th century.











– origin

 from French 
beaux-arts

 .






beaver1


 
/ˈbēvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large semiaquatic broad-tailed rodent that is native to North America and northern Eurasia. It is noted for its habit of gnawing through tree trunks to fell the trees in order to feed on the bark and build dams.

[Family 
Castoridae

 and genus 
Castor

 : the North American 
C. canadensis

 and the Eurasian 
C. fiber

 .]




2.
 
the soft light brown fur of the beaver.




3.
 
(also 
beaver hat

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a hat made of felted beaver fur.




4.
 
(also 
beaver cloth

 )
 — a heavy woolen cloth resembling felted beaver fur.




5.
 
a very hard-working person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 work hard




•
 
Bridget 
beavered away

 to keep things running smoothly.

















– origin

 Old English 
beofor

 , 
befor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bever

 and German 
Biber

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘brown.’





beaver2


 
/ˈbēvər/





I.
 
noun




the lower part of the face guard of a helmet in a suit of armor. The term is also used to refer to the upper part or visor, or to a single movable guard.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
baviere

 ‘bib,’ from 
baver

 ‘to drool.’





beaver3


 
/ˈbēvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a woman's genitals or pubic area.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹offensive›

 a woman.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





beaverboard

 
/ˈbēvərˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a kind of fiberboard used in building.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from beaver
 1
 + board
 .





Beaver State






a nickname for the state of Oregon
 .









Beaverton

 
/ˈbēvərtn/






a city in northwestern Oregon, west of Portland, noted for its electronics industry; pop. 91,757 (est. 2008).










bebop

 
/ˈbēˌbäp/





I.
 
noun




a type of jazz originating in the 1940s and characterized by complex harmony and rhythms. It is associated particularly with Charlie Parker, Thelonious Monk, and Dizzy Gillespie.








II.
 
derivatives





bebopper






noun



















– origin

 1940s (originally US): imitative of the typical rhythm of this music.





becalm

 
/bəˈkälm bəˈkäm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave (a sailing vessel) unable to move through lack of wind.













became

 
/biˈkām/






past of become
 .










because

 
/bēˈkəz/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
for the reason that; since




•
 
we did it because we felt it our duty




•
 


just because

 I'm inexperienced doesn't mean that I lack perception.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to introduce a word or phrase that stands for a clause expressing an explanation or reason




•
 
there's probably somebody out there who would argue the point because Internet




•
 
making a bag of popcorn with hot sauce for lunch because hungry.














II.
 
phrases





because of






on account of; by reason of




•
 
they moved here because of the baby.





















– origin

 Middle English: from the phrase 
by cause

 , influenced by Old French 
par cause de

 ‘by reason of.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 When 
because

 follows a negative construction, the meaning can be ambiguous. In the sentence he did not go 
because

 he was ill, for example, it is not clear whether it means either ‘the reason he did not go was that he was ill’ or ‘being ill was 
not

 the reason for his going—there was another reason.’ Some usage guides recommend using a comma when the first interpretation is intended (he did not go, because he was ill) and no comma where the second interpretation is intended, but in general it is probably safest to try to avoid such constructions altogether. 
2

 As with other conjunctions such as 
but

 and 
and

 , it is still widely believed and taught that it is incorrect to begin a sentence with 
because

 . It has, however, long been used in this way in both written and spoken English (typically for rhetorical effect), and it is quite correct—however, the sentence-opening 
because

 should be used sparingly. See also usage at and
 . 
3

 On the construction 
the reason … is because

 , see usage at reason
 . 
4

 On the use of 
since

 in the sense of 
because

 , see usage at since
 .





beccafico

 
/ˌbekəˈfēkō/





I.
 
noun




a European songbird, especially a warbler, eaten as a delicacy.











– origin

 Italian.





béchamel

 
/ˌbāSHəˈmel /

 
béchamel sauce





I.
 
noun




a rich white sauce made with milk infused with herbs and other flavorings.











– origin

 named after the Marquis Louis de 
Béchamel

 (died 1703), steward to Louis XIV of France, who is said to have invented a similar sauce.





bechance

 
/bəˈCHans/






verb






‹archaic›

 happen; befall.














bêche-de-mer

 
/ˌbeSHdəˈmer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large sea cucumber that is eaten as a delicacy in China and Japan.

Also called trepang
 .




2.
 
variant spelling of Beach-la-mar.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: pseudo-French, alteration of Portuguese 
bicho do mar

 , literally ‘sea worm.’





Bechstein

 
/ˈbekstīn/






noun




a piano made by the German piano-builder Friedrich Wilhelm Carl Bechstein (1826–1900) or by the firm that he founded in 1856.













beck1


 
/bek/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a mountain stream.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
bekkr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
beek

 and German 
Bach

 . Used as the common term for a brook in the northern areas of England, 
beck

 often refers, in literature, to a brook with a stony bed or following a rugged course, typical of such areas.





beck2


 
/bek/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a gesture requesting attention, such as a nod or wave.








II.
 
phrases





at someone's beck and call






always having to be ready to obey someone's orders immediately.















– origin

 Middle English: from archaic 
beck

 , abbreviated form of beckon
 .





Becker, Boris

 
/ˈbekər/






(1967–), German tennis player. During 1985–91, he won the men's singles title at one US Open, one Australian Open, and three Wimbledon tournaments.









becket

 
/ˈbekət/





I.
 
noun




a loop of rope or similar device for securing loose items on a ship.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





Becket, St. Thomas à

 
/ə ˈbekit/






(
c.

 1118–70), English prelate and statesman, archbishop of Canterbury 1162–70. He was assassinated when he opposed Henry II. Feast day, December 29.









Beckett, Samuel

 
/ˈbekit/






(1906–89), Irish playwright, novelist, and poet; full name 
Samuel Barclay Beckett

 . He is well known for 
Waiting for Godot

 (1952), a seminal work in the Theater of the Absurd. Nobel Prize for Literature (1969).









Beckmann, Ernst Otto

 
/ˈbekmən/






(1853–1923), German chemist. He devised a method for determining a compound's molecular weight by measuring the rise in boiling point of a solvent containing the compound.









Beckmann, Max






(1884–1950), German painter and graphic artist. His paintings reflect his first-hand experience of human evil during World War I.










beckon

 
/ˈbekən/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a gesture with the hand, arm, or head to encourage someone to come nearer or follow




•
 
Miranda 
beckoned to

 Adam.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attract the attention of or summon someone by making a gesture with the hand, arm, or head




•
 
he beckoned Christopher over




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he beckoned Duncan to follow.










3.
 
seem to be appealing or inviting




•
 
the going is tough, and soft options beckon.

















– origin

 Old English 
bīecnan

 , 
bēcnan

 ; related to beacon
 .





becloud

 
/bəˈkloud/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become obscure or muddled




•
 
self-interest beclouds the issue.










2.
 
(usu. 
be beclouded

 )
 — cover or surround with clouds.














become

 
/bəˈkəm/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — begin to be




•
 
they became angry




•
 
it is becoming clear that we are in a totally new situation.










2.
 
grow to be; turn into




•
 
the child will become an adult.










3.
 
(of a person) qualify or be accepted as; acquire the status of




•
 
she wanted to become a doctor.










4.
 
(
become of

 )
 — (in questions) happen to




•
 
what would become of her now?










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of clothing) look good on or suit (someone)




•
 
the dress becomes her.










6.
 
be appropriate or suitable to (someone)




•
 
minor celebrity status did not become him.

















– origin

 Old English 
becuman

 ‘come to a place, come (to be or do something)’ (see be-
 , come
 ), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bekomen

 and German 
bekommen

 ‘get, receive.’





becoming

 
/bəˈkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of clothing) flattering a person's appearance




•
 
what a becoming dress!




•
 
New beret? It's very becoming.










2.
 
decorous




•
 
a becoming modesty.














II.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the process of coming to be something or of passing into a state




•
 
a series of poem sketches in a state of becoming.














III.
 
derivatives





becomingly

 
/bəˈkəmiNGlē /






adverb





















becquerel

 
/ˈbekəˌrel /

 
Bq





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of radioactivity, corresponding to one disintegration per second.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after A.-H. 
Becquerel

 (see Becquerel, Antoine-Henri
 ).






Becquerel, Antoine-Henri

 
/ˌbek(ə)ˈrel/






(1852–1908), French physicist. With Marie and Pierre Curie, he discovered the natural radioactivity in uranium salts. Nobel Prize for Physics (1903), shared with the Curies.










bed

 
/bed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of furniture for sleep or rest, typically a framework with a mattress and coverings




•
 
a large double bed




•
 
she was 
in bed

 by nine




•
 


getting out of bed

 is a real struggle.










2.
 
a place or article used by a person or animal for sleep or rest




•
 
a bed of straw.










3.
 
the time for sleeping




•
 
a glass of milk before bed.










4.
 
a bed and associated facilities making up a place for a patient in a hospital or for a guest at a hotel




•
 
a round of hospital staff layoffs and bed closings




•
 
few can afford a bed in a hotel.










5.
 


‹informal›

 used with reference to a bed as the typical place for sexual activity




•
 
some men care very little about pleasing their partners 
in bed






•
 
she'd 
gone to bed with

 Tony willingly.










6.
 
an area of ground, typically in a garden, where flowers and plants are grown




•
 
a bed of tulips




•
 
vegetable beds.










7.
 
a flat base or foundation on which something rests or is supported, in particular




8.
 
the foundation of a road or railroad.




9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the open part of a truck, wagon, or railroad car, where goods are carried.




10.
 
the flat surface beneath the baize of a billiard table.




11.
 
a layer or pile of something, in particular




12.
 
a layer of food on which other foods are served




•
 
the salad is served on a bed of raw spinach.










13.
 
a layer of rock or other geological material




•
 
a bed of clay.










14.
 
any mass or pile resembling a bed




•
 
pots steaming on the fragrant bed of coals




•
 
a dog knocked the girl into a bed of ants.










15.
 
the bottom of the sea or a lake or river




•
 
a riverbed.










16.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place on the seabed where shellfish, especially oysters or mussels, breed or are bred




•
 
mussel beds.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — settle down to sleep or rest for the night, typically in an improvised place




•
 
he usually 
bedded down on

 newspapers in the church porch.










2.
 
(
bed someone/something down

 )
 — settle a person or animal down to sleep or rest for the night.




3.
 


‹informal›

 have sexual intercourse with




•
 
he should bed a woman his own age.










4.
 
transfer (a plant) from a pot or seed tray to a garden plot




•
 
I 
bedded out

 these houseplants.










5.
 
(usu. 
be bedded in/on

 )
 — fix firmly; embed




•
 
the posts should be firmly bedded in concrete.










6.
 
lay or arrange (something, especially stone) in a layer.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bed of nails





a.
 
a board with nails pointing out of it, as lain on by fakirs and ascetics.




b.
 
a problematic or uncomfortable situation.









2.
 
bed of roses






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — used in reference to a situation or activity that is comfortable or easy




•
 
farming is no bed of roses.















3.
 
be brought to bed








‹archaic›

 (of a woman) give birth to a child




•
 
she was 
brought to bed of

 a daughter.















4.
 
get up on the wrong side of the bed






start the day in a bad temper.









5.
 
in bed with





a.
 


‹informal›

 having sexual intercourse with




•
 
he found his wife in bed with one of the neighbors.










b.
 
in undesirably close association with




•
 
these meetings with politicians put the gay movement in bed with the dreaded Establishment.















6.
 
make a bed






fit a bed with sheets, blankets, and pillows.









7.
 
put someone to bed






take or prepare someone, typically a child, for rest in bed




•
 
Clare put her to bed and gave her a mug of cocoa.















8.
 
put a newspaper to bed








‹informal›

 prepare a newspaper for press.









9.
 
take to one's bed






stay in bed because of illness.















– origin

 Old English 
bed

 , 
bedd

 (noun), 
beddian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bed

 and German 
Bett

 .





BEd

 
/bēˈed/






abbreviation




Bachelor of Education.













bedabble

 
/bəˈdabəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bedabbled

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 stain or splash with dirty liquid or blood




•
 
idols of gold bedabbled all with blood.




















bedad

 
/bəˈdad/





I.
 
exclamation






(Irish)

 used to express surprise or for emphasis.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: alteration of 
by God

 ; compare with begad
 and Gad
 2
 .





bed and breakfast

 
/ˈbe dən ˈbrekfəst /

 
b. & b.






noun



1.
 
sleeping accommodations for a night and a morning meal, provided in guest houses and small hotels.




2.
 
a guest house or small hotel offering sleeping accommodations and a morning meal.













bedaub

 
/bəˈdôb/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bedaubed

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 smear or daub with a sticky substance




•
 
a dozen maidens, all 
bedaubed with

 paint.




















bedazzle

 
/bəˈdazəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
greatly impress (someone) with brilliance or skill




•
 
bedazzled by him, they offered him a job in Paris.










2.
 
cleverly outwit.








II.
 
derivatives





bedazzlement






noun





















bed-blocking

 
/ˈbed ˌbläkiNG/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the long-term occupation of hospital beds, chiefly by elderly people, due to a shortage of suitable care elsewhere.








II.
 
derivatives





bed-blocker






noun





















bedbug

 
/ˈbedˌbəɡ/






noun




a bloodsucking bug that is a parasite of birds and mammals.

[Family 
Cimicidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : 
Cimex

 and other genera, and many species, in particular the chiefly nocturnal 
C. lectularius

 , which feeds mainly on humans, hiding in crevices or among clothing during the day.]













bedchamber

 
/ˈbedˌCHāmbər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a bedroom.













bedclothes

 
/ˈbedˌklō(T͟H)z/






plural noun




coverings for a bed, such as sheets and blankets.













bedcover

 
/ˈbedˌcəvər/






noun




a bedspread.













beddable

 
/ˈbedəbəl/






adjective






‹informal›

 sexually attractive or available.













bedded

 
/ˈbedəd/






adjective






[Geology]

 (of rock) deposited in layers or strata, especially in a way specified




•
 
thinly bedded carbonate mudstones.



















bedder

 
/ˈbedər/






noun




a plant suitable for use as a bedding plant.













bedding

 
/ˈbediNG/






noun



1.
 
coverings for a bed, such as sheets and blankets.




2.
 
straw or similar material for animals to sleep on.




3.
 
a base or bottom layer


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bedding course of sand.










4.
 
a display of bedding plants.




5.
 


[Geology]

 the stratification or layering of rocks or other geological materials


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bedding plane.



















bedding plant






noun




a plant set into a garden bed or container when it is about to bloom, usually an annual used for display and discarded at the end of the season.













beddy-bye

 
/ˈbedēˌbī/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a baby-talk word for bed or bedtime




•
 
it was time for beddy-bye




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
we got our beddy-bye kisses and trundled up the stairs.














II.
 
phrases





go beddy-bye








‹informal›

 go to bed




•
 
for the last ten miles, all I could think about was getting home and going beddy-bye.





















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bed
 + -y
 2
 and bye-bye
 .





Bede, St.

 
/bēd/






(
c.

 673–735), English monk, theologian, and historian; known as 
the Venerable Bede

 . He wrote 
The Ecclesiastical History of the English People

 (written in Latin and completed in 731), a primary source for early English history. Feast day, May 27.









bedeck

 
/bəˈdek/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate




•
 
he led us into a room 
bedecked with

 tinsel.




















bedeguar

 
/ˈbedəˌɡär /

 
bedeguar gall





I.
 
noun




another term for mossy rose gall
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
bédégar

 , from Persian 
bād-āwar

 , literally ‘wind-brought.’





bedevil

 
/bəˈdevəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something bad) cause great and continual trouble to




•
 
inconsistencies that bedevil modern English spelling.










2.
 
(of a person) torment or harass




•
 
he bedeviled them with petty practical jokes.














II.
 
derivatives





bedevilment

 
/bəˈdevəlmənt /






noun





















bedew

 
/bəˈd(y)o͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 cover or sprinkle with drops of water or other liquid.













bedfellow

 
/ˈbedˌfelō/






noun



1.
 
a person who shares a bed with another.




2.
 
a person or thing allied or closely connected with another




•
 
the treaty will make 
strange bedfellows

 of a number of enemies.



















Bedford

 
/ˈbedfərd/






a city in northeastern Texas, northeast of Fort Worth; pop. 49,155 (est. 2008).









Bedford cord





I.
 
noun




a tough woven fabric having prominent ridges, similar to corduroy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the town of Bedford, England.





Bedford-Stuyvesant

 
/ˌbedfərd ˈstīvəsənt/






a residential and commercial section of northern Brooklyn in New York City, home to one of the largest US black communities.









bed head






noun






‹informal›

 a casual hairstyle resulting from failure to comb or arrange the hair after sleep.













bed-hop

 
/ˈbedhäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 engage in successive casual sexual affairs


(as 
noun

 
bed-hopping

 )


•
 
a life of bed-hopping.














II.
 
derivatives





bed-hopper






noun





















bedight

 
/bəˈdīt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 adorned




•
 
a Christmas pudding 
bedight with

 holly.

















– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of archaic 
bedight

 ‘equip, array’ (see be-
 , dight
 ).





bedim

 
/bəˈdim/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 cause to become dim




•
 
a slight cloud would bedim the sky.



















bedizened

 
/bəˈdīzənd/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 dressed up or decorated gaudily




•
 
a dress 
bedizened with

 resplendent military medals.














II.
 
derivatives





bedizen

 
/bəˈdīz(ə)n /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from be-
 (as an intensifier) + obsolete 
dizen

 ‘deck out,’ probably of Dutch origin.





bedlam

 
/ˈbedləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a scene of uproar and confusion




•
 
there was bedlam in the courtroom.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an institution for the care of mentally ill people.











– origin

 late Middle English: early form of Bethlehem
 , referring to the hospital of St. Mary of Bethlehem in London, used as an institution for the insane.





bed linen

 
/bed ˈlinin/






noun




sheets, pillowcases, and duvet covers.













Bedlington terrier

 
/ˌbedliNGtən ˈterēər/





I.
 
noun




a terrier of a breed with a narrow head, long legs, and curly hair.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the village of 
Bedlington

 in northern England, where the breed originated.





bedmate

 
/ˈbedmāt/






noun




a person with whom a bed is shared, especially a sexual partner.













Bedouin

 
/ˈbed(ə)wən /

 
Beduin





I.
 
noun




a nomadic Arab of the desert.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Bedouin.











– origin

 from Old French 
beduin

 , based on Arabic 
badawī

 , (plural) 
badawīn

 ‘dwellers in the desert,’ from 
badw

 ‘desert.’





bedpan

 
/ˈbedˌpan/






noun




a receptacle used by a bedridden patient as a toilet.













bedplate

 
/ˈbedplāt/






noun




a metal plate forming the base of a machine.













bedpost

 
/ˈbedˌpōst/





I.
 
noun




any of the four upright supports of a bedstead.








II.
 
phrases





between you, me, and the bedpost






see lamppost
 .

















bedraggled

 
/bəˈdraɡəld/





I.
 
adjective




dirty and disheveled




•
 
we got there, tired and bedraggled.














II.
 
derivatives





bedraggle






verb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from be-
 ‘thoroughly’ + draggle
 + -ed
 2
 .





bedrail

 
/ˈbedrāl/






noun




a rail along the side of a bed connecting the headboard to the footboard.













bed rest






noun




confinement of an invalid to bed as part of treatment.













bedridden

 
/ˈbedˌridn/





I.
 
adjective




confined to bed by sickness or old age.











– origin

 Middle English: formed irregularly from archaic 
bedrid

 ‘bedridden person,’ from the base of the verb ride
 .





bedrock

 
/ˈbedˌräk/






noun



1.
 
solid rock underlying loose deposits such as soil or alluvium.




2.
 
the fundamental principles on which something is based




•
 
honesty is the bedrock of a good relationship.



















bedroll

 
/ˈbedˌrōl/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sleeping bag or other bedding rolled into a bundle.













bedroom

 
/ˈbedˌro͞om ˈbedˌro͝om /

 
bdrm.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room for sleeping in




•
 
he shares his bedroom with a younger brother




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a three-bedroom house.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to sexual relations




•
 
bedroom secrets.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 denoting a small town or suburb whose residents travel to work in a nearby city




•
 
a bedroom community.














II.
 
derivatives





bedroomed






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-bedroomed house



























bedroom suite






noun



1.
 
a set of coordinating furniture for a bedroom




•
 
a four-piece satinwood bedroom suite.










2.
 
a bedroom with one or more adjoining rooms, typically including a bathroom




•
 
the main bedroom suite was impressive with separate bathrooms for the owners.



















bedside

 
/ˈbedˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




the space beside a bed, typically that of someone who is ill




•
 
he was summoned to the bedside of a dying man




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bedside lamp.














II.
 
phrases





bedside manner






a doctor's approach or attitude toward a patient.

















bedsit

 
/ˈbedˌsit /

 
bedsitter
 , bed-sitting room






noun






(Brit.)

 a one-room apartment typically consisting of a combined bedroom and sitting room with cooking facilities.













bedskirt

 
/ˈbedskərt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a decorative drapery attached to the frame of a bed; a dust ruffle.














bedsore

 
/ˈbedsôr/






noun




a sore developed by an invalid because of pressure caused by lying in bed in one position.

Also called decubitus ulcer
 .













bedspread

 
/ˈbedˌspred/






noun




a decorative cloth used to cover a bed.













bedstead

 
/ˈbedˌsted/






noun




the framework of a bed on which the mattress is placed.













bedstraw

 
/ˈbedstrô/






noun




a herbaceous plant with small, lightly perfumed, white or yellow flowers and whorls of slender leaves. It was formerly used for stuffing mattresses.

[Genus 
Galium

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species, including 
yellow bedstraw

 (
G. verum

 ).]













bedtime

 
/ˈbedˌtīm/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the usual time when someone goes to bed




•
 
it was well past her bedtime




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bedtime story.



















bed warmer

 
bedwarmer






noun






‹historical›

 a device for warming a bed, typically a metal pan filled with warm coals.













bed-wetting

 
/ˈbedˌwediNG/





I.
 
noun




involuntary urination during sleep.








II.
 
derivatives





bed-wetter

 
/ˈbedˌwedər /






noun





















bee

 
/bē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a honeybee.




2.
 
an insect of a large group to which the honeybee belongs, including many solitary as well as social kinds.

[Superfamily 
Apoidea

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : several families, often now placed in the single family 
Apidae

 .]




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a meeting for communal work or amusement




•
 
a quilting bee.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have a bee in one's bonnet








‹informal›

 be preoccupied or obsessed about something, especially a scheme or plan of action.









2.
 
the bee's knees








‹informal›

 an outstandingly good person or thing.

[first used to denote something small and insignificant, transferred to the opposite sense in US slang.]















– origin

 Old English 
bēo

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bij

 and German dialect 
Beie

 .






bee balm






noun




another term for bergamot
 (
sense

 3).














bee bread

 
beebread






noun




honey or pollen used as food by bees.














beech

 
/bēCH/





I.
 
noun




a large tree with smooth gray bark, glossy leaves, and hard, pale, fine-grained timber. Its fruit, the beechnut, is an important food for numerous wild birds and mammals.

[Genera 
Fagus

 (of the north temperate zone) and 
Notofagus

 (the 
southern beeches

 , of Australasia and South America), family 
Fagaceae

 : many species, esp. the common 
American beech

 (
F. grandifolia

 ) and the 
European beech

 (
F. sylvatica

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
bēce

 , of Germanic origin; related to book
 and to Latin 
fagus

 ‘beech,’ Greek 
phagos

 ‘edible oak.’





Beecham, Sir Thomas

 
/ˈbēCHəm/






(1879–1961), English conductor and impresario. He founded the London Philharmonic 1932 and the Royal Philharmonic 1947.









beechdrops

 
/ˈbēCHdräps/






noun




a broomrape that is parasitic on the roots of beech trees. Unlike most broomrapes, it has branching stems.

[
Epifagus virginiana

 , family 
Orobanchaceae

 .]













Beecher, Catherine

 
/ˈbēCHər/






(1800–78), US educator; full name 
Catherine Esther Beecher

 . She promoted educational rights for women and founded the American Women's Education Assocation in 1852. She was the sister of Henry Ward Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe.









Beecher, Henry Ward






(1813–87), US clergyman, orator, and writer. Ordained as a Congregationalist in 1837, he became famous as an orator who attacked political corruption and slavery. He was the brother of Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe.









beech fern






noun




a fern with triangular, deeply lobed fronds. Native to eastern North America, it favors moist woodland habitats and streamsides.

[Genus 
Thelypteris

 , family 
Polypodiaceae

 : two species, the 
broad beech fern

 (
T. hexagonptera

 ) and the 
long beech fern

 (
T. phegopteris

 ).]














beech marten

 
/ˈbēCH ˌmärtn/






noun




another term for stone marten
 .














beechmast

 
/ˈbēCHmast/





I.
 
noun




(collectively, especially when on the ground) beechnuts.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from beech
 + mast
 2
 .





beechnut

 
/ˈbēCHˌnət/






noun




the small triangular brown fruit of the beech tree, pairs of which are enclosed in a prickly case.

See beechmast
 .













bee dance






noun




a series of movements performed in the hive by worker honeybees to inform the colony of the direction and distance to a food source.













bee-eater

 
/ˈbēˌēdər/






noun




a brightly colored insectivorous bird with a large head and a long down-curved bill, and typically with long central tail feathers.

[Family 
Meropidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Merops

 , and including the 
European bee-eater

 (
M. apiaster

 ).]














beef

 
/bēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the flesh of a cow, bull, or ox, used as food.




2.
 
(
pl.

 beeves )
 — 

[Farming]

 a cow, bull, or ox fattened for its meat.




3.
 


‹informal›

 flesh or muscle, typically when well developed




•
 
he needs a little more beef on his bones.










4.
 


‹informal›

 strength or power




•
 
he's been brought in to give the team more beef.










5.
 
(
pl.

 beefs)
 — 

‹informal›

 a complaint or grievance




•
 
he has a beef with American education: it doesn't teach the basics of investing.










6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a criminal charge




•
 
a drunk-driving beef.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 complain




•
 
he was 
beefing about

 how the recession was killing the business.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





beef something up








‹informal›

 give more substance or strength to something




•
 
cost-cutting measures are planned to beef up performance.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
boef

 , from Latin 
bos

 , 
bov-

 ‘ox.’





beefalo

 
/ˈbēfəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a hybrid animal, a cross between cattle and buffalo.











– origin

 1970s: blend of beef
 and buffalo
 .





beef bourguignon

 
/ˌbēf ˈbo͝orɡēˈnyôN/






noun




another term for boeuf bourguignon
 .




•
 
the seared venison loin and beef bourguignon were delicious.



















beefcake

 
/ˈbēfˌkāk/






noun






‹informal›

 an attractive man with well-developed muscles.














beefeater

 
/ˈbēfˌēdər/





I.
 
noun




a Yeoman Warder or Yeoman of the Guard in the Tower of London.











– origin

 early 17th cent.(originally a derogatory term for a well-fed servant): the current sense dates from the late 17th cent.





bee fly






noun




a squat, hairy, beelike fly that hovers to feed from flowers using its long tongue. Its larvae usually parasitize other insects, especially bees and wasps.

[Family 
Bombyllidae

 : many genera.]













beefsteak

 
/ˈbēfˌstāk/






noun




a thick slice of lean beef, typically from the rump and eaten grilled, broiled, or fried.













beefsteak fungus

 
beefsteak mushroom






noun




an edible reddish-brown bracket fungus that resembles raw beef. Native to both Eurasia and North America, it usually grows on oak or sweet chestnut trees.

[
Fistulina hepatica

 , family 
Fistulinaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













beefsteak tomato






noun




a tomato of an exceptionally large and firm variety.













beef tea

 
/ˈbēf ˈtē/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a drink made from stewed extract of beef used as nourishment for invalids.













beef Wellington






noun




a dish of beef, typically coated in pâté de foie gras, wrapped in puff pastry, and baked.














beefwood

 
/ˈbēfwo͝od/






noun




a tropical hardwood tree with close-grained red timber.

[Species in several families, in particular 
Casuarina equisetifolia

 (family 
Casuarinaceae

 ), native to Australia and Southeast Asia.]













beefy

 
/ˈbēfē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 muscular or robust




•
 
he shrugged his beefy shoulders.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — large and impressively powerful




•
 
beefy skis.










3.
 
tasting like beef.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
beefily

 
/ˈbēfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
beefiness






noun





















beehive

 
/ˈbēˌhīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure in which bees are kept, typically in the form of a dome or box.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — something having the domed shape of a traditional wicker beehive




•
 
beehive huts




•
 
beehive ovens.










3.
 
a busy, crowded place




•
 
the church became 
a beehive of activity

 .










4.
 
(
the Beehive

 or 
the Beehive cluster

 )
 — another term for Praesepe
 .




5.
 
a woman's domed and lacquered hairstyle, especially popular in the 1960s.








II.
 
derivatives





beehived






adjective





beehive
 (
sense

 2)





















Beehive State






a nickname for the state of Utah
 .










beekeeping

 
/ˈbēˌkēpiNG/





I.
 
noun




the occupation of owning and breeding bees for their honey.








II.
 
derivatives





beekeeper

 
/ˈbēˌkēpər /






noun





















beeline

 
/ˈbēlīn/





I.
 
noun




a straight line between two places.








II.
 
phrases





make a beeline for






hurry directly to.















– origin

 early 19th cent.: with reference to the straight line supposedly taken instinctively by a bee when returning to the hive.





Beelzebub

 
/bēˈelzəˌbəb/





I.
 
a name for the Devil.







– origin

 from late Latin 
Beëlzebub

 , translating Hebrew 
ba῾al zĕḇūḇ

 ‘lord of flies,’ the name of a Philistine god (2 Kings 1:2), and Greek 
Beelzeboul

 ‘the Devil’ (Matt. 12:24).





Beemer

 
/ˈbēmər /

 
Beamer





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a car or motorcycle manufactured by the company BMW.











– origin

 1980s (originally US): representing a pronunciation of the first two letters of 
BMW

 (Bayerische Motoren Werke AG) + 
-er

 .





been

 
/bin/






past participle of be
 .









Beene, Geoffrey

 
/bēn/






(1927–2004), US fashion designer.









beep

 
/bēp/





I.
 
noun




a short, high-pitched sound emitted by electronic equipment or a vehicle horn.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horn or electronic device) produce a short, high-pitched sound




•
 
radio receivers squawked and beeped.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 summon (someone) by means of a pager




•
 
they have themselves beeped in restaurants.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





beeper

 
/ˈbēpər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for pager
 .














beer

 
/bir/





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic drink made from yeast-fermented malt flavored with hops




•
 
a pint of beer




•
 
I'm dying for a beer.














II.
 
phrases





beer and skittles






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 amusement or enjoyment




•
 
life isn't all beer and skittles.





















– origin

 Old English 
bēor

 , based on monastic Latin 
biber

 ‘a drink,’ from Latin 
bibere

 ‘to drink’; related to Dutch 
bier

 and German 
Bier

 .





beer belly

 
/bi(ə)r ˈbelē /

 


‹informal›

 beer gut





I.
 
noun




a man's fat stomach, caused by excessive consumption of beer.








II.
 
derivatives





beer-bellied






adjective





















Beerbohm, Sir Max

 
/ˈbi(ə)rˌbōm/






(1872–1956), English caricaturist, essayist, and critic; full name 
Sir Henry Maximilian Beerbohm

 .










Beerenauslese

 
/ˌberənˈousˌlāzə/





I.
 
noun




a white wine of German origin or style made from selected individual grapes picked later than the general harvest.











– origin

 German, from 
Beeren

 ‘berries’ + 
aus

 ‘out’ + 
lese

 ‘picking.’





beer garden

 
/ˈbi(ə)r ˌɡärdn/






noun




a garden, typically one attached to a bar or tavern, where beer is served.













beer goggles






plural noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to the supposed influence of alcohol on one's visual perception, whereby one is sexually attracted to people who would not otherwise be appealing.













beer hall






noun




a large room or building where beer is served.













beer money

 
/bi(ə)r ˈmənē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a small amount of money allowed or earned.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: so named because the allowance of money was made instead of beer.





beer o'clock






noun






‹humorous›

 an appropriate time of day to start drinking beer




•
 
we went to find a bar as it was almost beer o'clock.



















beer parlour






noun






(Canadian)

 a room in a hotel or tavern where beer is served.













beer pong





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a drinking game in which players attempt to throw or hit table tennis balls into cups of beer, and their opponents are required to drink the contents of any cup in which a ball lands




•
 
the bar was fairly empty but we had a great time playing beer pong.

















– origin

 1970s: from beer
 + 
pong

 (in Ping-Pong
 ).





Beersheba

 
/ˌbirˈSHēbə/






a town in southern Israel on the northern edge of the Negev Desert; pop. 187,200 (est. 2008).









beer-swilling

 
/ˈbirˌswiliNG/






adjective



1.
 
drinking a lot of beer.




2.
 
disreputable, rowdy.













beery

 
/ˈbirē/






adjective






‹informal›

 relating to or characterized by the drinking of beer, typically in large amounts




•
 
many beery pledges were made




•
 
stale beery breath.



















beestings

 
/ˈbēstiNGz /

 
beastings





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the first milk produced by a cow or goat after giving birth.











– origin

 Old English 
bȳsting

 ; related to Dutch 
biest

 and German 
Biest(milch

 ).





bee-stung

 
/ˈbēstəNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman's lips) full, red, and pouting.













beeswax

 
/ˈbēzˌwaks/






noun



1.
 
the wax secreted by bees to make honeycombs and used to make wood polishes and candles




•
 
turning pollen into beeswax.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's concern or business




•
 
that's none of your beeswax.



















beet

 
/bēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant widely cultivated as a source of food for humans and livestock, and for processing into sugar. Some varieties are grown for their leaves and some for their large nutritious root.

[
Beta vulgaris

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 : several subspecies.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the edible root of a kind of beet that is typically dark red and spherical and eaten as a vegetable.




3.
 
the variety of beet that produces a dark red edible root, eaten as a vegetable.

[
Beta vulgaris

 subsp. 
vulgaris

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
bēte

 , from Latin 
beta

 , perhaps of Celtic origin; related to Dutch 
beet

 and German 
Bete

 .





Beethoven, Ludwig van

 
/ˈbāˌtōvən, ˈbātˌō-/






(1770–1827), German composer. Despite increasing deafness, Beethoven wrote prodigiously: nine symphonies, thirty-two piano sonatas, sixteen string quartets, the opera 
Fidelio

 (1814), and the 
Mass in D

 (the 
Missa Solemnis

 , 1823).









beetle1


 
/ˈbēdl/





I.
 
noun




an insect of an order distinguished by forewings typically modified into hard wing cases (elytra) that cover and protect the hind wings and abdomen.

[Order 
Coleoptera

 : see Coleoptera
 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make one's way hurriedly or with short, quick steps




•
 
the tourist beetled off.

















– origin

 Old English 
bitula

 , 
bitela

 ‘biter,’ from the base of 
bītan

 ‘to bite.’





beetle2


 
/ˈbēdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool with a heavy head and a handle, used for tasks such as ramming, crushing, and driving wedges; a maul.




2.
 
a machine used for heightening the luster of cloth by pressure from rollers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ram, crush, or drive with a beetle.




2.
 
finish (cloth) with a beetle.











– origin

 Old English 
bētel

 , of Germanic origin; related to beat
 .





beetle3


 
/ˈbēdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
beetling

 )


1.
 
(of a person's eyebrows) project or overhang threateningly




•
 
piercing eyes glittered beneath a great beetling brow.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's eyebrows) shaggy and projecting.








III.
 
derivatives





beetle-browed

 
/ˈbēdlˌbroud /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): back-formation from 
beetle-browed

 . The verb was apparently used as a nonce word by Shakespeare and was later adopted by other writers.





beet leafhopper






noun




a North American leafhopper found west of the Mississippi River and considered a serious pest to beets and members of the gourd family. It is a principal carrier of the virus that causes curly top.

[
Circulifer tenellus

 , family 
Cicadellidae

 .]













bee tree






noun




a hollow tree used by bees for a hive




•
 
in the Appalachians, the tupelo is a prime bee tree.



















beetroot

 
/ˈbētˌro͞ot/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for beet
 (
sense

 2).













beet sugar

 
/bēt ˈSHo͝oɡər/






noun




sugar obtained from sugar beet.













beeves

 
/bēvz/






plural form of beef
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).









BEF






abbreviation




British Expeditionary Force.













befall

 
/bəˈfôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (of something bad) happen to someone




•
 
a tragedy befell his daughter




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was to blame for anything that befell.

















– origin

 Old English 
befeallan

 ‘to fall’ (early use being chiefly figurative); related to German 
befallen

 .





befit

 
/bəˈfit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be appropriate for; suit




•
 
the ballet ends nobly, as befits a tragedy




•
 (as 
adj.

 
befitting

 )
 
I answered in a befitting manner.














II.
 
derivatives





befittingly






adverb





















befog

 
/bəˈfäɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become confused




•
 
her brain was befogged with lack of sleep.



















befool

 
/bəˈfo͞ol/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make a fool of




•
 
novels that befool almost every intelligence.




















before

 
/bəˈfôr/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction, adverb



1.
 
during the period of time preceding (a particular event, date, or time)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
she had to rest before dinner




•
 
the day before yesterday




•
 
before the war




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
they lived rough for four days before they were arrested




•
 
it wasn't long before I had my first bite




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
his playing days had ended six years before




•
 
it's never happened to me before.










2.
 
in front of


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
Matilda stood before her, panting




•
 
the patterns swam before her eyes




•
 


‹archaic›

 trotting through the city with guards running before and behind.










3.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — in front of and required to answer to (a court of law, tribunal, or other authority)




•
 
he could be taken before a magistrate for punishment




•
 
a fall in the number of cases brought before the courts.










4.
 
in preference to; with a higher priority than


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
a woman who placed duty before all else




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
they would die before they would cooperate with each other.

















– origin

 Old English 
beforan

 (see by
 , fore
 ), of Germanic origin; related to German 
bevor

 .





beforehand

 
/bəˈfôrˌhand/





I.
 
adverb




before an action or event; in advance




•
 
rooms must be booked beforehand.














II.
 
phrases





be beforehand with








‹archaic›

 anticipate; forestall.















– origin

 Middle English (originally as two words): from before
 + hand
 ; probably influenced by Old French 
avant main

 .





beforetime

 
/bəˈfôrˌtīm/






adverb






‹archaic›

 previously; formerly.













befoul

 
/bəˈfoul/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make dirty; pollute




•
 
they befoul our water with mining.



















befriend

 
/bəˈfrend/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a friend to (someone) by offering help or support.













befuddle

 
/bəˈfədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
befuddled

 )


1.
 
make (someone) unable to think clearly




•
 
he has an air of befuddled unworldliness.














II.
 
derivatives





befuddlement






noun






















beg

 
/beɡ/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — ask (someone) earnestly or humbly for something


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I 
begged

 him 
for

 mercy




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she begged me to say nothing to her father




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I must 
beg of

 you not to act impulsively.










2.
 
ask for (something) earnestly or humbly




•
 
he begged their forgiveness




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Don't leave me,” she begged.










3.
 
ask formally for (permission to do something)




•
 
I will now 
beg leave

 to make some observations




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we beg to inform you that we are instructed to wait.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — ask for something, typically food or money, as charity or a gift




•
 
a young woman was begging in the street




•
 
they had to 
beg for

 food.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — acquire (something) from someone by begging




•
 
a piece of bread that I 
begged from

 a farmer.










6.
 
(of a dog) sit up with the front paws raised expectantly in the hope of a reward.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beg, borrow, or steal






do whatever may be necessary to acquire something greatly desired




•
 
I'm gonna get the money to buy Casey's ring, even if I have to beg, borrow, or steal.















2.
 
beg off






request to be excused from a question or obligation




•
 
asked to name her favorites from her films, Hepburn begs off.















3.
 
beg one's bread








‹archaic›

 live by begging.









4.
 
beg the question





a.
 
(of a fact or action) raise a question or point that has not been dealt with; invite an obvious question.




b.
 
avoid the question; evade the issue.




c.
 
assume the truth of an argument or proposition to be proved, without arguing it.









5.
 
beg to differ






see differ
 .









6.
 
go begging





a.
 
(of an article) be available for use because unwanted by others




•
 
half the apartments in New York go begging in the summer.










b.
 
(of an opportunity) not be taken




•
 
we let so many good chances go begging.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs





beg off






withdraw from a promise or undertaking.















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old English 
bedecian

 , of Germanic origin; related to bid
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The original meaning of the phrase 
beg the question

 belongs to the field of logic and is a translation of the Latin term 
petitio principii

 , literally meaning ‘laying claim to a principle’ (that is, assuming something that ought to be proved first), as in the following sentence: by devoting such a large part of the anti-drug budget to education, we are 
begging the question

 of its significance in the battle against drugs. To some traditionalists, this is still the only correct meaning. However, over the last 100 years or so, another, more general use has arisen: ‘invite an obvious question,’ as in some definitions of mental illness 
beg the question

 of what constitutes normal behavior. This is by far the more common use today in modern standard English.






begad

 
/bəˈɡad/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 used to express surprise or for emphasis.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: altered form; compare with bedad
 and Gad
 2
 .





began

 
/biˈɡan/






past of begin
 .









begat

 
/bəˈɡat/






archaic past of beget
 .









begem

 
/bəˈjem/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
begemmed

 )


1.
 
set or stud with gems




•
 
a begemmed cross.




















beget

 
/bəˈɡet/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (typically of a man, sometimes of a man and a woman) bring (a child) into existence by the process of reproduction




•
 
they hoped that the King might beget an heir by his new queen.










2.
 


‹literary›

 give rise to; bring about




•
 
success begets further success.














II.
 
derivatives





begetter

 
/bəˈɡedər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
begietan

 ‘get, obtain by effort’ (see be-
 , get
 ).





beggar

 
/ˈbeɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, typically a homeless one, who lives by asking for money or food.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person of a specified type, often one to be envied or pitied




•
 
poor little beggars.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce (someone) to poverty




•
 
by being soft to the unfortunate, we beggared ourselves.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beggar belief (or description)






be too extraordinary to be believed or described.









2.
 
beggars can't be choosers








‹proverb›

 people with no other options must be content with what is offered.









3.
 
set a beggar on horseback and he'll ride to the Devil








‹proverb›

 someone unaccustomed to power or luxury will abuse or be corrupted by it.















– origin

 Middle English: from beg
 + -ar
 3
 .





beggarly

 
/ˈbeɡərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
poverty-stricken.




2.
 
pitifully or deplorably meager or bad




•
 
the stipend was a beggarly $26




•
 
my beggarly physical condition.














II.
 
derivatives





beggarliness






noun





















beggar-my-neighbor

 
/ˌbeɡərmīˈnābər/





I.
 
noun




a card game for two players in which the object is to acquire one's opponent's cards. Players alternately turn cards up and if an honor is revealed, the other player must find an honor within a specified number of turns or else forfeit the cards already played.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of national policy) self-aggrandizing at the expense of competitors




•
 
failure would create a growing risk of trade wars as countries retreated into beggar-thy-neighbor policies.



















beggar's purse






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an appetizer consisting of a crêpe stuffed with a savory filling, typically caviar and crème fraiche.














beggarticks

 
/ˈbeɡərˌtiks /

 
beggar's ticks





I.
 
plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a plant of the daisy family with inconspicuous yellow flowers and small barbed fruit that cling to passing animals. Several kinds are widespread weeds.

Also called bur marigold
 . [Genus 
Bidens

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular 
B. frondosa

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from the resemblance of the seedpods to ticks.





beggary

 
/ˈbeɡərē/






noun




a state of extreme poverty.













begging bowl






noun




a bowl held out by a beggar for food or donations




•
 
among them was a wandering mendicant, with wooden staff and begging bowl




•
 


‹figurative›

 they went to the government with a begging bowl to seek cash to finance the scheme.




















begin

 
/biˈɡin/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — start; perform or undergo the first part of (an action or activity)




•
 
theorists have just begun to address these complex questions




•
 
she began a double life




•
 (
begin to do/doing something

 )
 
it was beginning to snow




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
began by

 rewriting the syllabus.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come into being or have its starting point at a certain time or place




•
 
the ground campaign had begun




•
 
the story 
begins with

 the death of her senile father




•
 
the tour 
begins at

 the active Poas Volcano.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) hold a specific position or role before holding any other




•
 
he 
began as

 a drummer.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing) originate




•
 
Watts Lake 
began as

 a marine inlet.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
begin with

 )
 — have as a first element




•
 
words beginning with a vowel.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
begin on/upon

 )
 — set to work at




•
 
Picasso began on a great canvas.










7.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — start speaking by saying




•
 
“I've got to go to the hotel,” she began.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
begin at

 )
 — (of an article) cost at least (a specified amount)




•
 
rooms begin at $139.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 not have any chance or likelihood of doing a specified thing




•
 
circuitry that Karen could not begin to comprehend.














II.
 
phrases





to begin with





a.
 
at first.




b.
 
in the first place




•
 
such a fate is unlikely to befall him: to begin with, his is a genuine talent.





















– origin

 Old English 
beginnan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
beginnen

 .





Begin, Menachem

 
/ˈbāɡin, bəˈɡēn/






(1913–92), Israeli statesman, prime minister 1977–84. His hard line on Arab–Israeli relations softened in a series of meetings with President Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt, which led to a peace treaty between the countries. Nobel Peace Prize (1978), shared with Sadat.









beginner

 
/bəˈɡinər/





I.
 
noun




a person just starting to learn a skill or take part in an activity.








II.
 
phrases





beginner's luck






good luck supposedly experienced by a beginner at a particular activity.

















beginning

 
/bəˈɡiniNG/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the point in time or space at which something starts




•
 
he left at the beginning of February




•
 
they had reached the beginning of the forest.










2.
 
the first part or earliest stage of something




•
 
the ending of one relationship and the beginning of another




•
 
she had the beginnings of a headache.










3.
 
(usu. 
beginnings

 )
 — the background or origins of anything




•
 
the series explores the beginnings of flight




•
 
he had risen from humble beginnings to great wealth.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
new or inexperienced




•
 
a beginning gardener.










2.
 
introductory or elementary




•
 
the beginning guitar class.














III.
 
phrases





the beginning of the end






the event to which ending or failure can be traced.

















begird

 
/bəˈɡərd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 gird about or around; encompass.




2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 besiege.













begone

 
/biˈɡôn, -ˈɡän/






exclamation






‹literary›

 go away (as an expression of annoyance)




•
 
begone from my sight!



















begonia

 
/bəˈɡōnyə/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant of warm climates, the bright flowers of which have brightly colored sepals but no petals. Numerous cultivated varieties of begonia are grown for their flowers or for their striking foliage.

[Genus 
Begonia

 , family 
Begoniaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Michel 
Bégon

 (1638–1710), French amateur botanist who discovered the plant on the island of Santo Domingo and introduced it to Europe.





begot

 
/biˈɡät/






past of beget
 .









begotten

 
/biˈɡätn/






past participle of beget
 .









begrime

 
/bəˈɡrīm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
begrimed

 )


1.
 
blacken with ingrained dirt




•
 
paint flaking from begrimed walls.



















begrudge

 
/bəˈɡrəj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — envy (someone) the possession or enjoyment of (something)




•
 
she begrudged Martin his affluence.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give reluctantly or resentfully




•
 
nobody begrudges a single penny spent on health.














II.
 
derivatives





begrudgingly






adverb





















beguile

 
/bəˈɡīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
charm or enchant (someone), sometimes in a deceptive way




•
 
every prominent American artist has been beguiled by Maine




•
 (as 
adj.

 
beguiling

 )
 
a beguiling smile.










2.
 
trick (someone) into doing something




•
 
they were beguiled into signing a peace treaty.










3.
 


‹dated›

 help (time) pass pleasantly




•
 
to beguile some of the time they went to the movie theater.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
beguilement

 
/bəˈɡīlmənt /






noun













2.
 
beguiler

 
/bəˈɡīlər /






noun













3.
 
beguilingly

 
/bəˈɡīliNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘deceive, deprive of by fraud’): from be-
 ‘thoroughly’ + obsolete 
guile

 ‘to deceive’ (see guile
 ).





beguine1


 
/bəˈɡēn/





I.
 
noun




a popular dance of West Indian origin, similar to the foxtrot.











– origin

 1930s: from West Indian French, from French 
béguin

 ‘infatuation.’





beguine2


 
/ˈbeɡēn ˈbāɡēn bəˈɡēn/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a member of a lay sisterhood in the Low Countries, not bound by vows.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: Old French 
béguine

 , medieval Latin 
beguīna

 , from the name of Lambert 
Bègue

 or 
le Bègue

 (‘the Stammerer’), a 12th-cent. priest who founded the order.





begum

 
/ˈbāɡəm ˈbēɡəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a Muslim lady of high rank.




2.
 
(
Begum

 )
 — 

(Indian)

 the title of a married Muslim woman, equivalent to Mrs.











– origin

 from Urdu 
begam

 , from eastern Turkish 
bigim

 ‘princess,’ feminine of 
big

 ‘prince.’





begun

 
/biˈɡən/






past participle of begin
 .









behalf

 
/bəˈhaf/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on ( also in) behalf of

 or 
on someone's/something's behalf

 )


1.
 
in the interests of a person, group, or principle




•
 
votes cast by labor unions on behalf of their members.










2.
 
as a representative of




•
 
he had to attend the funeral on Mama's behalf.










3.
 
on the part of; done by




•
 
this wasn't simply a philanthropic gesture on his behalf.

















– origin

 Middle English: from a mixture of the earlier phrases 
on his halve

 and 
bihalve him

 , both meaning ‘on his side’ (see by
 , half
 ).






behave

 
/bəˈhāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — act or conduct oneself in a specified way, especially toward others




•
 
he always behaved like a gentleman




•
 
you should 
behave

 affectionately 
toward

 the patient.










2.
 
(of a machine or natural phenomenon) work or function in a specified way




•
 
each car behaves differently.










3.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — conduct oneself in accordance with the accepted norms of a society or group




•
 
you can go as long as you behave




•
 (
behave oneself

 )
 
they were expected to behave themselves.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from be-
 + have
 in the sense ‘have or bear (oneself) in a particular way’ (corresponding to modern German 
sich behaben

 ).





behaved

 
/bəˈhāvd/






adjective




conducting oneself in a specified way




•
 
some of the boys had been badly behaved




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a well-behaved child.



















behavior

 
/bəˈhāvyər /

 


‹Brit.›

 behaviour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way in which one acts or conducts oneself, especially toward others




•
 
good behavior




•
 
his insulting 
behavior toward

 me.










2.
 
the way in which an animal or person acts in response to a particular situation or stimulus




•
 
the feeding behavior of predators.










3.
 
the way in which a natural phenomenon or a machine works or functions




•
 
the erratic behavior of the old car.














II.
 
phrases





be on one's best behavior






behave well when being observed




•
 
warn them to be on their best behavior.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from behave
 , on the pattern of 
demeanour

 (an earlier spelling of demeanor
 ), and influenced by obsolete 
haviour

 from have
 .





behavioral

 
/bəˈhāvyərəl/





I.
 
adjective




involving, relating to, or emphasizing behavior




•
 
closely related species have similar behavioral patterns




•
 
a behavioral approach to children's language.














II.
 
derivatives





behaviorally






adverb





















behavioral economics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a method of economic analysis that applies psychological insights into human behavior to explain economic decision-making.




•
 
behavioral economics helps explain why people under-save for retirement.














II.
 
derivatives





behavioral economist






noun





















behavioralism

 
/biˈhāvyərəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the methods and principles of the science of animal (and human) behavior.




2.
 
advocacy of or adherence to a behavioral approach to social phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives





behavioralist






noun, adjective





















behavioral science

 
/bəˈhāvyərəl bēˈhāvyərəl ˈsīəns/






noun




the scientific study of human and animal behavior.













behaviorism

 
/bəˈhāvyəˌrizəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 behaviourism





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 the theory that human and animal behavior can be explained in terms of conditioning, without appeal to thoughts or feelings, and that psychological disorders are best treated by altering behavior patterns.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 treatment using the practical application of the theory of behaviorism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
behaviorist

 
/bəˈhāvyərəst bēˈhāvyərəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
behavioristic

 
/biˌhāvyəˈristik /






adjective





















behavior modification






noun



1.
 
the alteration of behavioral patterns through the use of such learning techniques as biofeedback and positive or negative reinforcement.




2.
 
another term for behavior therapy
 .














behavior therapy

 
/bəˈhāvyər bēˈhāvyər ˈTHerəpē/






noun




the treatment of neurotic symptoms by training the patient's reactions to stimuli.













behead

 
/bəˈhed/





I.
 
verb




cut off the head of (someone), typically as a form of execution




•
 
the king was beheaded.

















– origin

 Old English 
behēafdian

 ; from be-
 ‘off’ (expressing removal) + 
hēafod

 (see head
 ).





beheading

 
/bəˈhediNG/






noun




the action or an act of cutting off a person's head, especially as a form of execution




•
 
the beheading of the aristocracy during the French Revolution




•
 
public beheadings.



















beheld

 
/biˈheld/






past and past participle of behold
 .









behemoth

 
/bəˈhēməTH bəˈhēmäTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a huge or monstrous creature.




2.
 
something enormous, especially a big and powerful organization




•
 
shoppers are now more loyal to their local stores than to faceless behemoths




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
behemoth telephone companies.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Hebrew 
bĕhēmōṯ

 , intensive plural of 
bĕhēmāh

 ‘beast.’






behest

 
/bəˈhest/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a person's orders or command




•
 
they had assembled 
at his behest






•
 
the slaughter of the male children 
at the behest of

 Herod.

















– origin

 Old English 
behǣs

 ‘a vow,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘bid’; related to hight
 .






behind

 
/bəˈhīnd/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
at or to the far side of (something), typically so as to be hidden by it




•
 
the recording machinery was kept behind screens




•
 
the sun came out from behind a cloud.










2.
 
underlying (something) but not apparent to the observer




•
 
the agony behind his decision to retire.










3.
 
at the back of (someone), after they have passed through a door




•
 
she ran out of the room, slamming the door behind her.










4.
 
in a line or procession, following or further back than (another member of the line or procession)




•
 
stuck behind a slow-moving tractor.










5.
 
in support of or giving guidance to (someone else)




•
 
whatever you decide to do, I'll be behind you




•
 
the power behind the throne.










6.
 
guiding, controlling, or responsible for (an event or plan)




•
 
the chances were that he was behind the death of the girl




•
 
the reasoning behind their decisions.










7.
 
after the departure or death of (the person referred to)




•
 
he left behind him a manuscript that was subsequently published.










8.
 
less advanced than (someone else) in achievement or development




•
 
the government admitted it is ten years behind the West in PC technology.










9.
 
having a lower score than (another competitor)




•
 
Woodnam moved to ten under par, five shots behind Fred Couples.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
at or to the far side or the back side of something




•
 
as I looked behind, my feet crashed into a basket




•
 
Campbell grabbed him from behind.










2.
 
in a place or time already past




•
 
the adventure lay behind them.










3.
 
remaining after someone or something is gone




•
 
blocks of ice left behind by a retreating glacier




•
 
don't leave me behind.










4.
 
further back than other members of a group




•
 
Bill led the way, with the others a short distance behind.










5.
 
(in a game or contest) having a score lower than that of the opposition




•
 
polls showed him as much as 50 points behind.










6.
 
slow or late in accomplishing a task




•
 
getting 
behind with

 my work




•
 
things were falling behind.










7.
 
in arrears




•
 
she was 
behind with

 her rent.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the buttocks




•
 
sitting on her behind.










2.
 


[Australian Rules Football]

 a one-point score made by kicking the ball between the outer set of two sets of goalposts (the behind line), or by touching the ball, causing it to pass between the inner posts (goalposts).











– origin

 Old English 
behindan

 , 
bihindan

 , from 
bi

 ‘by’ + 
hindan

 ‘from behind.’





behindhand

 
/bəˈhīn(d)ˌhand/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
late or slow in doing something, especially paying a debt




•
 
the Yoruba have not been 
behindhand in

 economic activity.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 unaware of recent events




•
 
you are miserably behindhand—Mr. Cole gave me a hint of it six weeks ago.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from behind
 + hand
 , on the pattern of 
beforehand

 .






behold

 
/bəˈhōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 often in 
imperative

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 see or observe (a thing or person, especially a remarkable or impressive one)




•
 
behold your king!




•
 
the botanical gardens were a wonder 
to behold

 .














II.
 
phrases





beauty is in the eye of the beholder






see beauty
 .















– origin

 Old English 
bihaldan

 , from 
bi-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
haldan

 ‘to hold.’





beholden

 
/bəˈhōld(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
owing thanks or having a duty to someone in return for help or a service




•
 
I don't like to be 
beholden to

 anybody.

















– origin

 late Middle English: former past participle of behold
 , in the otherwise unrecorded sense ‘bound.’





beholder

 
/biˈhōldər/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a person who sees or observes someone or something




•
 
the building and landscape can elicit imaginative responses from the beholder.




















behoof

 
/bəˈho͞of/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 benefit or advantage




•
 
to make laws 
for the behoof of

 the colony.

















– origin

 Old English 
behōf

 ; related to Dutch 
behoef

 and German 
Behuf

 , also to heave
 .





behoove

 
/bəˈho͞ov /

 


‹Brit.›

 behove





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
it behooves someone to do something

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 it is a duty or responsibility for someone to do something; it is incumbent on




•
 
it behooves any coach to study his predecessors.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 it is appropriate or suitable; it befits




•
 


it ill behooves

 the opposition constantly to decry the sale of arms to friendly countries.

















– origin

 Old English 
behōfian

 , from 
behōf

 (see behoof
 ).





Behring, Emil Adolf von

 
/ˈberiNG/






(1854–1917), German bacteriologist; one of the founders of immunology. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1901).









Beiderbecke, Bix

 
/ˈbīdərˌbek/






(1903–31), US jazz musician and composer; born 
Leon Bismarck Beiderbecke

 . A self-taught cornetist and pianist, he profoundly influenced the development of jazz.










beige

 
/bāZH/





I.
 
noun




a pale sandy yellowish-brown color




•
 
tones of beige and green




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a beige raincoat.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting a usually undyed and unbleached woolen fabric of this color): from French, of unknown ultimate origin.





Beige Book






noun




a summary and analysis of economic activity and conditions, prepared with the aid of reports from the district Federal Reserve Banks and issued by the central bank of the Federal Reserve for its policy makers before a Federal Open Market Committee meeting




•
 
Wednesday's Beige Book will be scanned for reports of tightness in labor markets.



















beignet

 
/benˈyā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a fritter




•
 
a cheese beignet.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a square of fried dough eaten hot sprinkled with confectioners' sugar.











– origin

 French, from archaic 
buyne

 ‘hump, bump.’






Beijing

 
/ˌbāˈjiNG/






the capital of China, in the northeastern part of the country; pop. 8,580,400 (est. 2006). It became the country's capital in 1421, at the start of the Ming period, and survived as the capital of the Republic of China after the revolution of 1912.

Also called (esp. formerly) Peking
 .









being

 
/ˈbēiNG/





I.
 
present participle of be
 .




II.
 
noun



1.
 
existence




•
 
the railroad 
brought

 many towns 
into being






•
 
the moment when the universe 
came into being

 .










2.
 
living; being alive




•
 
holism promotes a unified way of being.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the nature or essence of a person




•
 
sometimes one aspect of our being has been developed at the expense of the others.










4.
 
a real or imaginary living creature, especially an intelligent one




•
 
alien beings




•
 
a rational being.



















Beira

 
/ˈbīrə/






a port on the coast of Mozambique; pop. 436,240 (2007).









Beirut

 
/bāˈro͞ot/






the capital and chief port of Lebanon; pop. 2,006,500 (est. 2009). It was badly damaged during the Lebanese civil war of 1975–89.









beit din

 
/ˌbāt ˈdin/





I.
 
noun




a rabbinical court that decides questions on the basis of Talmudic law




•
 
would a beit din close Napster down?

















– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘house of judgment.’





Beja

 
/ˈbājə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a nomadic people living between the Nile and the Red Sea.




2.
 
the Cushitic language of the Beja.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Beja or their language.













bejabbers

 
/bəˈjabərz /

 
bejabers





I.
 
exclamation




another way of saying bejesus
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of 
by Jesus

 .





Béjart, Maurice

 
/bāˈyär/






(1927–2007), French ballet choreographer; born 
Maurice Jean Berger

 .










bejesus

 
/bəˈjēzəs /

 
bejeezus





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an exclamation traditionally attributed to the Irish, used to express surprise or for emphasis




•
 
they were forty minutes late, cocky as bejesus.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat the bejesus out of someone








‹informal›

 hit someone very hard or for a long time.









2.
 
scare the bejesus out of someone








‹informal›

 frighten someone very much.

















bejewel

 
/bəˈjo͞oəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or adorn with jewels




•
 
in the days of royalty, they bejeweled the rulers with their fine creations.



















bejeweled

 
/bəˈjo͞oəld /

 
bejewelled






adjective




adorned with jewels




•
 
a wave of his bejeweled hand.




















bel

 
/bel/





I.
 
noun




a unit used in the comparison of power levels in electrical communication or of intensities of sound, corresponding to an intensity ratio of 10 to 1.

See also decibel
 .











– origin

 1920s: from the name of Alexander Graham 
Bell

 (see Bell, Alexander Graham
 ).





Bel

 
/bel/






another name for Baal
 .









belabor

 
/bəˈlābər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
argue or elaborate (a subject) in excessive detail




•
 
critics thought they belabored the obvious.










2.
 
attack or assault (someone) physically or verbally




•
 
Tyndale seized every opportunity to belabor the Roman Church.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from be-
 (expressing transitivity) + the verb labor
 .





Bel Air

 
/ˌbel ˈer/






an affluent residential section of Los Angeles, California.










Belarus

 
/ˌbeləˈro͞os ˌbāləˈro͞os/





I.
 
a country in eastern Europe; pop. 9,648,500 (est. 2009); capital, Minsk; official language, Belorussian.

Formerly called Belorussia
 , White Russia
 .





Belarus became a republic of the former Soviet Union in 1921. It gained independence as a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991 but in 1996 signed a treaty with Russia that established a Community of Sovereign Republics. In 1999, Belarus signed another agreement with Russia for closer political and economic integration.






Belarusian

 
/ˌbeləˈro͞osēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Belarus, its people, or its language




•
 
Belarusian villages




•
 
a Belarusian journalist.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Belarus, or a person of Belarusian descent




•
 
a Belarusian from Minsk.










2.
 
the Eastern Slavic language of Belarus, with about 9 million speakers




•
 
the book is currently available only in Belarusian.



















belated

 
/bəˈlādəd/





I.
 
adjective




coming or happening later than should have been the case




•
 
a belated apology.














II.
 
derivatives





belatedness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘overtaken by darkness’): past participle of obsolete 
belate

 ‘delay’ (see be-
 , late
 ).





belatedly

 
/bəˈlādidlē/






adverb




later than should have been the case




•
 
the High Command had belatedly altered its tactics.



















belay

 
/bəˈlā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix (a running rope) around a cleat, pin, rock, or other object, to secure it.




2.
 
secure (a climber) with a belayed rope




•
 
he belayed his partner across the ice




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
it is possible to belay here.










3.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹nautical slang›

 stop; enough!




•
 
“Belay that, mister. Man your post.”














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of belaying




•
 
the leader may require belays to tackle more difficult sections.










2.
 
a spike of rock or other hard material used for belaying.








III.
 
derivatives





belayer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in nautical use): from be-
 + lay
 1
 , on the pattern of Dutch 
beleggen

 .





Belaya River

 
/ˌbyeləyə ˈrivər/






a river in the Bashkir Republic, in eastern Russia, that flows northwest for 700 miles (1,210 km) from the Ural Mountains to the Kama River.









belaying pin

 
/bəˈlāiNG bēˈlāiNG pin/






noun




a pin or rod, typically of metal or wood, used on board ship and in mountaineering to secure a rope fastened around it.













bel canto

 
/ˌbel ˈkäntō bel ˈkantō/





I.
 
noun




a lyrical style of operatic singing using a full rich broad tone and smooth phrasing




•
 
a superb piece of bel canto




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the bel canto arias of Bellini.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Italian, literally ‘fine song.’






belch

 
/belCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — emit gas noisily from the stomach through the mouth.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often 
belch out/forth/into

 )
 — (especially of a chimney) send (smoke or flames) out or up




•
 
a factory chimney belches out smoke.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often 
belch from

 )
 — (of smoke or flames) pour out from a chimney or other opening




•
 
flames belch from the wreckage.














II.
 
noun




an act of belching




•
 
he gave a loud belch.

















– origin

 Old English 
belcettan

 , probably imitative.





beldam

 
/ˈbeldəm /

 
beldame





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 an old woman.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a malicious and ugly woman, especially an old one; a witch.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘grandmother’): from Old French 
bel

 ‘beautiful’ + dam
 1
 .





beleaguer

 
/bəˈlēɡər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
beleaguered

 )


1.
 
lay siege to




•
 
he is leading a relief force to the aid of the beleaguered city.










2.
 
beset with difficulties




•
 
the board is supporting the beleaguered director amid calls for his resignation.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
belegeren

 ‘camp around,’ from 
be-

 ‘(all) around’ + 
leger

 ‘a camp.’





Belém

 
/bāˈlem, bə-/






a city and port in northern Brazil, at the mouth of the Amazon River; pop. 1,408,847 (2007). It is Brazil's chief commercial center.









belemnite

 
/ˈbeləmˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




an extinct cephalopod mollusk with a bullet-shaped internal shell that is often found as a fossil in marine deposits of the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods.

[Order 
Belemnoidea

 , class 
Cephalopoda

 : many genera.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
belemnites

 , based on Greek 
belemnon

 ‘dart.’





Belfast

 
/ˈbelˌfast belˈfast/






the capital and chief port of Northern Ireland; pop. 260,700 (est. 2009). It suffered damage and population decline from the early 1970s because of sectarian violence by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and Loyalist paramilitary groups.









Belfast sink






noun






(Brit.)

 a deep rectangular sink with a drain at one end, traditionally made of glazed white porcelain.













belfry

 
/ˈbelfrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bell tower or steeple housing bells, especially one that is part of a church.




2.
 
a space for hanging bells in a church tower.








II.
 
phrases





bats in the (or one's) belfry






see bat
 2
 .















– origin

 Middle English 
berfrey

 , from Old French 
berfrei

 , later 
belfrei

 . The change in the first syllable was due to association with bell
 1
 .






Belgae

 
/ˈbeljē, ˈbelˌɡī/





I.
 
plural noun




an ancient Celtic people inhabiting Gaul north of the Seine and Marne rivers.











– origin

 from Latin.





Belgaum

 
/belˈɡoum/






an industrial city in western India, in the state of Karnataka; pop. 458,200 (est. 2009).









Belgian

 
/ˈbeljən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Belgium.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Belgium or a person of Belgian descent.













Belgian hare






noun




a rabbit of a dark red long-eared domestic breed.













Belgian sheepdog






noun




a dog of a medium-sized breed, similar in appearance to a German shepherd.













Belgian waffle






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a waffle made with a special tool to have large, deep indentations in it.













Belgic

 
/ˈbeljik/






adjective




of or relating to the Belgae.













Belgium

 
/ˈbeljəm/





I.
 
a low-lying country in western Europe, on the southern shore of the North Sea; pop. 10,414,300 (est. 2009); capital, Brussels, official languages, Flemish and French. French name 
Belgique

 , Flemish name 
België

 .





Belgium became independent from the Netherlands after a nationalist revolt in 1830. Occupied and devastated during both world wars, Belgium formed the Benelux Customs Union with the Netherlands and Luxembourg in 1948 and became a founding member of the EEC. Flemish is spoken mainly in the north, and French and Walloon are spoken in the south. / 
– origin

 Latin, from Belgae
 .





Belgorod

 
/ˈbyelɡərət, ˈbelɡəˌräd/






an industrial city in southern Russia, on the Donets River close to the border with Ukraine; pop. 353,000 (est. 2008).









Belgrade

 
/ˈbelˌɡrād ˈbelˌɡräd/






the capital of Serbia, on the Danube River; pop. 1,119,000 (est. 2008).










Belgravia

 
/ˌbelˈɡrāvēə/





I.
 
a wealthy residential district of central London, south of Knightsbridge.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Belgrave

 Square + -ia
 1
 .





Belial

 
/ˈbēlēəl/





I.
 
a name for the Devil.







– origin

 from Hebrew 
bĕliyya῾al

 ‘worthlessness.’






belie

 
/bəˈlī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an appearance) fail to give a true notion or impression of (something); disguise or contradict




•
 
his lively alert manner belied his years.










2.
 
fail to fulfill or justify (a claim or expectation); betray




•
 
the notebooks belie Darwin's later recollection.

















– origin

 Old English 
belēogan

 ‘deceive by lying,’ from be-
 ‘about’ + 
lēogan

 ‘to lie’ Current senses date from the 17th cent.





belief

 
/bəˈlēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an acceptance that a statement is true or that something exists




•
 
his 
belief in

 the value of hard work




•
 
a 
belief that

 solitude nourishes creativity.










2.
 
something one accepts as true or real; a firmly held opinion or conviction




•
 
contrary to popular belief, Aramaic is a living language




•
 
we're prepared to fight for our beliefs.










3.
 
a religious conviction




•
 
Christian beliefs




•
 
I'm afraid to say belief has gone




•
 
local beliefs and customs.










4.
 
(
belief in

 )
 — trust, faith, or confidence in someone or something




•
 
a belief in democratic politics




•
 
I've still got belief in myself.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be of the belief that






hold the opinion that; think




•
 
I am firmly of the belief that we need to improve our product.















2.
 
beyond belief






astonishingly good or bad; incredible




•
 
riches beyond belief




•
 
the driving we have witnessed was beyond belief.















3.
 
in the belief that






thinking or believing that




•
 
he took the property in the belief that he had consent.















4.
 
to the best of my belief






in my genuine opinion; as far as I know




•
 
to the best of my belief, Francis never made a will.





















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of Old English 
gelēafa

 ; compare with believe
 .





believable

 
/bəˈlēvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an account or the person relating it) able to be believed; credible.




2.
 
(of a fictional character or situation) convincing or realistic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
believability

 
/biˌlēvəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
believably






adverb






















believe

 
/bəˈlēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accept (something) as true; feel sure of the truth of




•
 
the superintendent believed Lancaster's story




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead.










2.
 
accept the statement of (someone) as true




•
 
he didn't believe her or didn't want to know.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have faith, especially religious faith




•
 
there are those on the fringes of the Church who do not really believe.










4.
 
(
believe something of someone

 )
 — feel sure that (someone) is capable of a particular action




•
 
I wouldn't have believed it of Lois—what an extraordinary woman!










5.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — hold (something) as an opinion; think or suppose




•
 
I believe we've already met




•
 
things were not as bad as the experts believed




•
 
humu-humu are, I believe, shrimp fritters




•
 (
believe someone/something to be

 )
 
four men were believed to be trapped.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be unable (or hardly able) to believe something






be amazed by something




•
 
I couldn't believe what was happening




•
 
Clarke could hardly believe his luck as he put the ball into the empty net.















2.
 
be unable (or hardly able) to believe one's eyes (or ears)






be amazed by what one sees or hears




•
 
I couldn't believe my eyes when I opened the box.















3.
 
believe it or not






used to concede that a proposition or statement is surprising




•
 
believe it or not, the speaker was none other than Horace.















4.
 
believe me (or believe you me)






used to emphasize the truth of a statement or assertion




•
 
believe me, she is a shrewd woman.















5.
 
don't you believe it!






used to express disbelief in the truth of a statement




•
 
he says he is left of center, but don't you believe it.















6.
 
would you believe it?






used to express surprise at something one is relating




•
 
they're still arguing, would you believe it?


















III.
 
phrasal verbs





believe in





a.
 
have faith in the truth or existence of




•
 
I believe in ghosts.










b.
 
be of the opinion that (something) is right, proper, or desirable




•
 
I don't believe in censorship of the arts




•
 
he didn't believe in sex before marriage.










c.
 
have confidence in (a person or a course of action)




•
 
he had finally begun to believe in her.





















– origin

 late Old English 
belȳfan

 , 
belēfan

 , alteration of 
gelēfan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
geloven

 and German 
glauben

 , also to lief
 .





believer

 
/bəˈlēvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who believes that a specified thing is effective, proper, or desirable




•
 
a 
believer in

 ghosts




•
 
a firm 
believer that

 party politics has no place in local government.










2.
 
an adherent of a particular religion; someone with religious faith.













belike

 
/bəˈlīk/






adverb






‹archaic›

 probably; perhaps.













belittle

 
/bəˈlidl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) seem unimportant




•
 
this is not to belittle his role




•
 
she felt belittled.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
belittlement

 
/bəˈlidlmənt /






noun













2.
 
belittler






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: a coinage of Thomas Jefferson originally meaning ‘diminish in size, make small’; the current sense dates from the very end of the 18th century.






Belitung

 
/bāˈlēˌto͝oNG/






an Indonesian island in the Java Sea, between Borneo and Sumatra.

Former name Billiton
 .









Belize

 
/bəˈlēz/






I.

1.
 
a country in northeastern Central America, on the coast of the Caribbean Sea; pop. 307,900 (est. 2009); capital, Belmopan; languages, English (official), Creole, Spanish. Former name (until 1973) 
British Honduras

 .





Proclaimed as a British Crown Colony in 1862, Belize became independent within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1981. Guatemala, on the west and south, has always claimed the territory on the basis of old Spanish treaties, although in 1992 it agreed to recognize the existence of Belize.







– origin

 named after a river with a Mayan name meaning ‘muddy water.’





Belizean

 
/bəˈlēzēən /

 
Belizian





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Belize or its people




•
 
local Belizean music.














II.
 
noun




a native of inhabitant of Belize




•
 
the terminal was full of Belizeans wrapped in coats as they waited for their ride.



















Belize City






the principal seaport and former capital (until 1970) of Belize; pop. 65,200 (est. 2008).










bell1


 
/bel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow object, typically made of metal and having the shape of a deep inverted cup widening at the lip, that sounds a clear musical note when struck, typically by means of a clapper inside.




•
 
the church bells tolled.




•
 
a bell tinkled as he went in the shop.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the bell chamber.










2.
 
a device that includes or sounds like a bell, used to give a signal or warning




•
 
a bicycle bell.










3.
 
(
the bell

 )
 — a bell rung to denote intervals of time, such as (in boxing and other sports) to mark the start or end of a round




•
 
at the bell, we dashed out of Latin class




•
 
the fight went to the final bell for a decision.










4.
 
a bell-shaped object or part of one, such as the end of a trumpet.




5.
 
the corolla of a bell-shaped flower




•
 
a flower with small, pale blue bells.










6.
 
(
bells

 )
 — a musical instrument consisting of a set of cylindrical metal tubes of different lengths, suspended in a frame and played by being struck with a hammer.

Also called tubular bells
 .




7.
 


[Nautical]

 (preceded by a numeral) the time as indicated every half hour of a watch by the striking of the ship's bell one to eight times




•
 
at five bells in the forenoon of June 11.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide with a bell or bells; attach a bell or bells to




•
 
the young men were belling and hobbling the horses before releasing them




•
 (as 
adj.

 
belled

 )
 
animals in gaudy belled harnesses.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a ringing sound likened to that of a bell




•
 
the organ belling away.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — spread or flare outward like the lip of a bell




•
 
her shirt 
belled out

 behind.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be saved by the bell





a.
 
(in boxing and other sports) avoid being counted out by the ringing of the bell at the end of a round.




b.
 
escape from danger narrowly or by an unexpected intervention.









2.
 
bell the cat






take the danger of a shared enterprise upon oneself.

[an allusion to a fable in which the mice (or rats) suggest hanging a bell around the cat's neck to have warning of its approach.]









3.
 
bells and whistles








‹informal›

 attractive additional features or trimmings




•
 
an advocate of more bells and whistles on the income tax code.







[an allusion to the various bells and whistles of old fairground organs.]









4.
 
(as) clear (or sound) as a bell






perfectly clear or sound




•
 
Aunt Nora's words came clear as a bell.















5.
 
ring a bell








‹informal›

 revive a distant recollection; sound familiar




•
 
the name Woodall rings a bell.















6.
 
with bells on








‹informal›

 enthusiastically




•
 
everybody's waiting for you with bells on.





















– origin

 Old English 
belle

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bel

 , and perhaps to bell
 2
 .






bell2


 
/bel/





I.
 
noun




the cry of a stag or buck at rutting time.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a stag or buck) make a cry at rutting time.











– origin

 Old English 
bellan

 ‘to bellow,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
bellen

 ‘to bark, bray,’ and perhaps also to bell
 1
 .





Bell1


 
/bel/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 36,657 (est. 2008).









Bell2







Currer, Ellis, and Acton, the pseudonyms used by Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Brontë, respectively.










Bell, Alexander Graham






(1847–1922), US scientist, born in Scotland. He invented a method for transmitting speech electrically and gave the first public demonstration of the telephone in 1876; he founded the Bell Telephone Company the following year.









Bell, Vanessa






(1879–1961), English painter and designer; born 
Vanessa Stephen

 . Together with her sister, Virginia Woolf, she was a prominent member of the Bloomsbury Group.










belladonna

 
/ˌbeləˈdänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deadly nightshade.




2.
 
a drug prepared from the leaves and root of this, containing atropine.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin, from Italian 
bella donna

 ‘fair lady,’ perhaps from the use of its juice to add brilliance to the eyes by dilating the pupils.






belladonna lily






noun




the South African amaryllis.













bellbird

 
/ˈbelbərd/






noun



1.
 
a tropical American bird of the cotinga family, with loud explosive calls. There are wattles on the head of the male.

[Genus 
Procnias

 , family 
Cotingidae

 : four species.]




2.
 
any of a number of Australasian songbirds with ringing bell-like calls, including.

[● a New Zealand honeyeater (
Anthornis melanura

 , family 
Meliphagidae

 ). ● an Australian whistler (
Oreoica gutturalis

 , family 
Pachycephalidae

 ). ● the bell miner. See miner
 (
sense

 3).]













bell-bottoms

 
/ˈbel ˈˌbädəmz/





I.
 
plural noun




trousers with a marked flare below the knee


(as 
modifier

 
bell-bottom

 )


•
 
bell-bottom trousers.














II.
 
derivatives





bell-bottomed

 
/ˈbel ˈˌbädəmd /






adjective





















bellboy

 
/ˈbelˌboi/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for bellhop
 .













bell buoy






noun




a buoy equipped with a bell rung by the motion of the sea, warning nearby vessels of shoal waters.













bell captain

 
/bel ˈkaptən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the supervisor of a group of bellboys.













bell crank

 
bell crank lever






noun




a lever with two arms that have a common fulcrum at their junction.













bell curve






noun






[Mathematics]

 a graph of a normal (Gaussian) distribution, with a large rounded peak tapering away at each end.













belle

 
/bel/





I.
 
noun




a beautiful girl or woman, especially the most beautiful at a particular event or in a particular group




•
 
the belle of the season.














II.
 
phrases





belle of the ball






the most beautiful and popular girl or woman at a dance.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, feminine of 
beau

 , from Latin 
bella

 , feminine of 
bellus

 ‘beautiful.’





Belleau Wood

 
/beˌlō ˈwo͝od/






a forest east of Paris, France, and just east of Château-Thierry, the scene of a June 1918 US victory over the Germans during World War I. French name 
Bois de Belleau

 .









belle époque

 
/ˌbel əˈpäk/





I.
 
noun




the period of settled and comfortable life preceding World War I


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a romantic, belle-époque replica of a Paris bistro.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally‘fine period.’





bellend

 
/ˈbelend/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 the glans of the penis.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 an annoying or contemptible manon




•
 
he is a total bellend and should step down as soon as possible.



















Bellerophon

 
/bəˈlerəˌfän, -fən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a hero who slew the monster Chimera with the help of the winged horse Pegasus.









belles-lettres

 
/ˌbelˈletrə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
essays, particularly of literary and artistic criticism, written and read primarily for their aesthetic effect.




2.
 
literature considered as a fine art.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
belletrism

 
/belˈletrizəm /






noun













2.
 
belletrist

 
/belˈletrist /






noun













3.
 
belletristic

 
/ˌbeləˈtristik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘fine letters.’





Belleville

 
/ˈbelvil/





I.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Illinois; pop. 41,097 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial township in northeastern New Jersey; pop. 33,831 (est. 2008).









Bellevue

 
/ˈbelvyo͞o/





I.
 
a city in eastern Nebraska; pop. 49,699 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in northwestern Washington, east of Seattle; pop. 123,771 (est. 2008).










bellflower

 
/ˈbelˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a plant with bell-shaped flowers that are usually blue, purple, pink, or white. Many kinds are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Campanula

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 : many species, including the Eurasian 
clustered bellflower

 (
C. glomerata

 ) and the harebell.]













Bellflower

 
/ˈbelˌflou(ə)r/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 73,033 (est. 2008).









Bell Gardens






a city east of Los Angeles, California; pop. 44,692 (est. 2008).










bellhop

 
/ˈbelˌhäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an attendant in a hotel who performs services such as carrying guests' luggage.













bellicose

 
/ˈbeləˌkōs/





I.
 
adjective




demonstrating aggression and willingness to fight




•
 
a group of bellicose patriots.














II.
 
derivatives





bellicosity

 
/ˌbeləˈkäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
bellicosus

 , from 
bellicus

 ‘warlike,’ from 
bellum

 ‘war.’





belligerence

 
/bəˈlij(ə)rəns /

 
belligerency






noun




aggressive or warlike behavior




•
 
the reaction ranged from wild enthusiasm to outright belligerence.



















belligerent

 
/bəˈlijərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
hostile and aggressive




•
 
a bull-necked, belligerent old man.










2.
 
engaged in a war or conflict, as recognized by international law.








II.
 
noun




a nation or person engaged in war or conflict, as recognized by international law.








III.
 
derivatives





belligerently

 
/bəˈlij(ə)rəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
belligerant-

 ‘waging war,’ from the verb 
belligerare

 , from 
bellum

 ‘war.’





Bellingham

 
/ˈbeliNGˌham/






an industrial port city in northwestern Washington, on Bellingham Bay off Puget Sound; pop. 78,905 (est. 2008).









Bellingshausen Sea

 
/ˌbeliNGzˌhouzən ˈsē/





I.
 
a part of the southeastern Pacific Ocean off the coast of Antarctica, bounded on the east and the south by the Antarctic Peninsula and Ellsworth Land.







– origin

 named after the Russian explorer Fabian Gottlieb von 
Bellingshausen

 (1778–1852), who in 1819–21 became the first to circumnavigate Antarctica.





Bellini1


 
/bəˈlēnē/






the name of a family of Italian painters in Venice, including 
Jacopo

 (
c.

 1400–70) and his sons 
Gentile

 (
c.

 1429–1507) and 
Giovanni

 (
c.

 1430–1516).









Bellini2


 
/bəˈlēnē/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail consisting of peach juice mixed with champagne.











– origin

 from the name of Venetian painter Giovanni 
Bellini

 (
c.

 1430–1516): the cocktail is said to have been invented in Venice during a major exhibition of the artist's work in 1948.





Bellini, Vincenzo






(1801–35), Italian opera composer. Notable works: 
La Sonnambula

 (1831), 
Norma

 (1831), and 
I Puritani

 (1835).









bell jar

 
/ˈbel ˌjär/






noun



1.
 
a bell-shaped glass cover used for covering delicate objects or used in a laboratory, typically for enclosing samples.




2.
 
an environment in which someone is protected or cut off from the outside world




•
 
let him stay in his bell jar of perfectionist concentration.



















bell-like






adjective



1.
 
resembling a bell, especially in producing a clear musical sound




•
 
her clear bell-like voice.










2.
 
shaped like a bell




•
 
bell-like flowers.



















bellman

 
/ˈbelmən/






noun



1.
 
another term for bellhop
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 a town crier.













Belloc

 
/bəˈlôk/






Hilaire (1870–1953), British writer, historian, and poet; born in France; full name 
Joseph Hilaire Pierre René

 . He is remembered chiefly for 
Cautionary Tales

 (1907).









bellow

 
/ˈbelō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) emit a deep loud roar, typically in pain or anger




•
 
he 
bellowed in

 agony




•
 (as 
noun

 
bellowing

 )
 
the bellowing of a bull.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — shout something with a deep loud roar


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the watchers were bellowing encouragement




•
 
he 
bellowed out

 the order




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“God send the right!” he bellowed




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
his desperate parents were 
bellowing at

 her to stop.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sing (a song) loudly and tunelessly




•
 
he got thrown out of bars for bellowing Portuguese folk songs.














II.
 
noun




a deep roaring shout or sound




•
 
a bellow of rage




•
 
he delivers his lines in a bellow.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from late Old English 
bylgan

 .





Bellow, Saul

 
/ˈbelō/






(1915–2005), US novelist; born in Canada. Notable works: 
The Adventures of Augie March

 (1953), 
Herzog

 (1964), 
More Die of Heartbreak

 (1987) and 
Ravelstein

 (2000). Nobel Prize for Literature (1976).









bellows

 
/ˈbelōz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
(also 
a pair of bellows

 )
 — a device with an air bag that emits a stream of air when squeezed together with two handles, used for blowing air into a fire.




2.
 
a device similar to a pair of bellows used in a harmonium or small organ.




3.
 
an object or device with concertinaed sides to allow it to expand and contract, such as a tube joining a lens to a camera body.











– origin

 Middle English: probably representing Old English 
belga

 , plural of 
belig

 (see belly
 ), used as a shortened form of earlier 
blǣstbelig

 ‘blowing bag.’






bell pepper

 
/bel ˈpepər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for sweet pepper
 .













bell pull

 
/ˈbel ˌpo͝ol/






noun




a cord or handle that rings a bell when pulled, typically used to summon someone from another room.













bell-ringing

 
/ˈbel riNGiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity or pastime of ringing church bells or handbells.








II.
 
derivatives





bell-ringer

 
/ˈbelriNGər /






noun





















bell-shaped

 
/ˈbelSHāpt/






adjective




having a shape that resembles that of a bell




•
 
a small wild flower with bell-shaped blossoms.



















Bell's palsy

 
/ˈbelz ˌpôlzē/





I.
 
noun




paralysis of the facial nerve, causing muscular weakness in one side of the face.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Sir Charles 
Bell

 (1774–1842), the Scottish anatomist who first described it.





bell tower






noun




a tall narrow structure designed to house a bell or bells, typically forming part of a church




•
 
four chimes from a church bell tower mark the hour




•
 
medieval bell towers.



















bellwether

 
/ˈbelˌweT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
the leading sheep of a flock, with a bell on its neck.




2.
 
an indicator or predictor of something




•
 
college campuses are often the bellwether of change




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the market's bellwether stock.



















Bellwood

 
/ˈbelwo͝od/






a village in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 18,973 (est. 2008).









bellwort

 
/ˈbelˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a plant of the lily family bearing slender yellow bell-like flowers and found chiefly in eastern North America.

[Genus 
Uvularia

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, including the 
large-flowered bellwort

 (
U. grandiflora

 ) and the 
perfoliate bellwort

 (
U. perfoliata

 ).]














belly

 
/ˈbelē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the front part of the human trunk below the ribs, containing the stomach and bowels.




2.
 
the stomach, especially as representing the body's need for food




•
 
they'll fight all the better on empty bellies.










3.
 
the underside of a bird or other animal.




4.
 
a cut of pork from the underside between the legs.




5.
 
a pig's belly as food, especially as a traded commodity.




6.
 
the rounded underside of a ship or aircraft.




7.
 
the top surface of an instrument of the violin family, across which the strings are placed.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
swell or cause to swell


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
as she leaned forward her sweater 
bellied out






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the wind 
bellied

 the sail 
out

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
belly up to

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move or sit close to (a bar or table)




•
 
regulars who first bellied up to the bar years before.














III.
 
phrases





go belly up








‹informal›

 go bankrupt.












IV.
 
derivatives





bellied

 
/ˈbelēd /






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
fat-bellied men

























– origin

 Old English 
belig

 ‘bag,’ of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘swell, be inflated.’





bellyache

 
/ˈbelēˌāk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




an abdominal pain.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complain noisily or persistently




•
 
heads of departments 
bellyaching about

 lack of resources




•
 (as 
noun

 
bellyaching

 )
 
there was plenty of bellyaching.














III.
 
derivatives





bellyacher

 
/ˈbelēˌākər /






noun





















bellyband

 
/ˈbelēˌband /

 
belly band






noun



1.
 
a band placed around the belly, in particular




2.
 
a part of a horse's harness that attaches to the shafts of a cart.




3.
 
a cloth strip used to protect an infant's navel.




4.
 
an absorbent cloth strip used to aid in a male dog's housebreaking.




5.
 
a band wrapped around an item of merchandise, in particular




6.
 
a band that prevents a product from opening prior to display or purchase.




7.
 
a printed strip wrapped around a book or magazine for promotional purposes.













bellyboard

 
/ˈbelēˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a small surfboard ridden in a prone position




•
 
the kids were up early to hit the surf, decked out with buckets, spades, and bellyboards.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bellyboarder






noun













2.
 
bellyboarding






noun





















belly button

 
/ˈbelē ˌbətn/






noun






‹informal›

 a person's navel.













belly dance

 
/ˈbelē ˌdans/





I.
 
noun




a dance originating in the Middle East, typically performed by a woman and involving undulating movements of the belly and rapid gyration of the hips.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
belly dancer

 
/ˈbelē ˌdansər /






noun













2.
 
belly dancing






noun





















bellyflop

 
/ˈbelēˌfläp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dive into water, landing flat on one's front.




2.
 
a commercial failure




•
 
the film's bellyflop at the box office is unsurprising.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a bellyflop.




2.
 
(of an aircraft) perform a belly landing.














bellyful

 
/ˈbelēˌfo͝ol/





I.
 
noun




a quantity of food sufficient to fill one's stomach; a sustaining meal.








II.
 
phrases





have a (or one's) bellyful








‹informal›

 become intolerant of someone or something after lengthy or repeated contact




•
 
he had had his bellyful of hospitals.























belly landing

 
/ˈbelē ˌlandiNG/






noun




a crash-landing of an aircraft on the underside of the fuselage, without lowering the undercarriage.













belly laugh

 
/ˈbelē ˌlaf/






noun




a loud, unrestrained laugh.













Belmont

 
/ˈbelmänt/





I.
 
a city in north central California, southeast of San Francisco; pop. 24,776 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a town in eastern Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 23,291 (est. 2008).









Belmopan

 
/ˈbelməˌpan/






the capital of Belize since 1970, in the central part of the country. It is one of the smallest capital cities in the world; pop. 18,100 (est. 2008).









Belo Horizonte

 
/ˌbālō ˌhôrəˈzôntā/






a city in eastern Brazil, the first planned city in Brazil; pop. 2,412,937 (2007).









Beloit

 
/bəˈloit/






an industrial and academic city in southeastern Wisconsin; pop. 36,160 (est. 2008).









belong

 
/bəˈlôNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — (of a thing) be rightly placed in a specified position




•
 
learning to place the blame where it belongs.










2.
 
be rightly classified in or assigned to a specified category




•
 
bony fish: the vast majority of living fish belong here.










3.
 
[usu. with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — (of a person) fit in a specified place or environment




•
 
she is a stranger, and doesn't belong here




•
 
you and me, we belong together




•
 (as 
noun

 
belonging

 )
 
we feel a real 
sense of belonging

 .










4.
 
have the right personal or social qualities to be a member of a particular group




•
 
young people are generally very anxious to belong.










5.
 
(
belong to

 )
 — be a member or part of (a particular group, organization, or class)




•
 
they belong to garden and bridge clubs.










6.
 
(
belong to

 )
 — be the property of




•
 
the vehicle did not belong to him.










7.
 
be the rightful possession of; be due to




•
 
most of the credit belongs to Paul.










8.
 
(of a contest or period of time) be dominated by




•
 
the race belonged completely to Ferguson.














II.
 
derivatives





belongingness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘be appropriately assigned to’): from be-
 (as an intensifier) + the archaic verb 
long

 ‘belong,’ based on Old English 
gelang

 ‘at hand, together with.’





belongings

 
/bəˈlôNGiNGz/






plural noun




one's movable possessions.














Belorussia

 
/ˌbelōˈrəSHə /

 
Byelorussia





I.
 
former name for Belarus
 .







– origin

 Russian 
Belorossiya

 , from 
belyĭ

 ‘white’ + 
Rossiya

 ‘Russia.’





Belorussian

 
/ˌbelōˈrəSH(ə)n /

 
Byelorussian






adjective, noun




former term for Belarusian
 .














Belostok

 
/ˌbyeləˈstôk/






Russian name for Białystok
 .









beloved





I.
 
adjective



1.
 

/bəˈləv(ə)d /

 — dearly loved.




2.
 

/biˈləvd /
 (
beloved by/of

 )
 — very popular with or much used by a specified set of people




•
 
being so close, the mountain hut is beloved of families on a day's outing.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/bəˈləvəd /



1.
 
a much loved person




•
 
he watched his beloved.

















– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of obsolete 
belove

 ‘be pleasing,’ later ‘love.’





below

 
/bəˈlō/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
extending underneath




•
 
the tunnel below the crags




•
 
cables running below the floorboards




•
 
hanging space below a top storage shelf.










2.
 
at a lower level or layer than




•
 
just below the pocket was a stain




•
 
blistered skin below his collar.










3.
 
lower in grade or rank than




•
 
they rated its financial soundness below its competitor's.










4.
 
lower than (a specified amount, rate, or norm)




•
 
below average




•
 
below freezing




•
 
a dive to below 60 feet.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
at a lower level or layer




•
 
he jumped from the window into the moat below.










2.
 
on earth




•
 
the lot of all that dwells here below.










3.
 
in hell




•
 
traitors gnash their teeth below.










4.
 
lower than zero (especially zero degrees Fahrenheit) in temperature




•
 
there's a north wind blowing, and it's 30 below.










5.
 
(in printed text) mentioned later or further down on the same page




•
 
our nutritionist is pictured below right




•
 
the most common methods are shown below.










6.
 


[Nautical]

 below deck




•
 
I'll 
go below

 and fix us a drink.














III.
 
phrases





below (the) ground






beneath the surface of the ground




•
 
60 feet below ground.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adverb): from be-
 ‘by’ + the adjective low
 1
 . Not common until the 16th cent., the word developed a prepositional use and was frequent in Shakespeare.





below decks

 
below deck





I.
 
adjective, adverb




in or into the space below the main deck of a ship


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the sleeping quarters were below decks




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
nuclear weapons stored below decks.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
belowdecks

 )


1.
 
the space below the main deck of a ship.













Bel Paese

 
/ˌbel päˈāzē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a rich, white, mild, creamy cheese of a kind originally made in Italy.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘fair country.’





Belsen

 
/ˈbelsən/






a Nazi concentration camp in World War II, near the village of Belsen in northwestern Germany.









Belshazzar

 
/ˈbelSHəˌzär, belˈSHazər/






(6th century 
BC

 ), last king of Babylon, son of Nebuchadnezzar. According to the biblical book of Daniel, he was killed in the sacking of the city and his doom was foretold by writing that appeared on the palace walls at a great banquet.










belt

 
/belt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of leather or other material worn around the waist or across the chest, especially in order to support clothes or carry weapons




•
 
a sword belt




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a belt buckle.










2.
 
short for seat belt
 .




3.
 
a belt worn as a sign of rank or achievement




•
 
he was awarded the victor's belt.










4.
 
a belt of a specified color, marking the attainment of a particular level in judo, karate, or similar sports


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
brown-belt level.










5.
 
a person who has reached a belt of a specified color in a sport




•
 
I am a karate black belt.










6.
 
(
the belt

 )
 — the punishment of being struck with a belt.




7.
 
a strip of material used in various technical applications, in particular




8.
 
a continuous band of material used in machinery for transferring motion from one wheel to another.




9.
 
a conveyor belt.




10.
 
a flexible strip carrying machine-gun cartridges.




11.
 
a strip or encircling band of something having a specified nature or composition that is different from its surroundings




•
 
the asteroid belt




•
 
a belt of trees.










12.
 
a heavy blow




•
 
she ran in to administer a good belt with her stick.










13.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a gulp or shot of liquor




•
 
they could probably use a few belts.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten with a belt




•
 
she paused only to belt a robe about her waist




•
 
she belted her raincoat firmly.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be fastened with a belt




•
 
the jacket belts at the waist.










3.
 
attach or secure with a belt




•
 
he was securely belted into the passenger seat.










4.
 
beat or strike (someone), especially with a belt, as a punishment.




5.
 
hit (something) hard




•
 
he belted the ball to the left-field fence.










6.
 
gulp a drink quickly




•
 


belting down

 shots of a potent drink called arrack.




•
 
people who just wanted to 
belt back

 drinks with parasols in them.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move quickly in a specified direction




•
 
they belted along the empty road.










8.
 
(of rain) fall hard




•
 
the rain 
belted down

 on the tin roof.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
below the belt






unfair or unfairly; disregarding the rules




•
 
there has been yet another below-the-belt blow to the workers of Chicago.







[from the notion of an unfair and illegal blow in boxing.]









2.
 
tighten one's belt






cut one's spending; live more frugally.









3.
 
under one's belt





a.
 
safely or satisfactorily achieved, experienced, or acquired




•
 
I want to get more experience under my belt




•
 
he now has almost a year as president under his belt.










b.
 
(of food or drink) consumed




•
 
Gus already had a large brandy under his belt.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





belt something out






sing or play a song loudly and forcefully.















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin, from Latin 
balteus

 ‘girdle.’





Beltane

 
/ˈbeltān/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Celtic festival celebrated on May Day.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic 
bealltainn

 .





belt drive






noun




a mechanism in which power is transmitted by a continuous flexible belt.













belted

 
/ˈbeltəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a garment) secured or drawn in by a strip of leather or other material worn around the waist




•
 
a belted black and gold dress.










2.
 
marked with a strip or encircling area that is different in nature or composition from its surroundings




•
 
a belted kingfisher.










3.
 
wearing or distinguished by a belt as a sign of rank or achievement




•
 
a belted earl.



















belted galloway






noun




an animal belonging to a variety of the galloway breed of cattle (see Galloway
 ).













belter

 
/ˈbeltər/






noun






‹informal›

 a loud forceful singer or song.













belting

 
/ˈbeltiNG/






noun



1.
 
belts collectively, or material for belts




•
 
a small piece of plastic belting.










2.
 
a beating, especially with a belt, as a punishment.













belt loop






noun



1.
 
a strip of material sewn on the waistband of a garment to hold a belt in place




•
 
he stuck his thumbs in his belt loops.










2.
 
a loop used to attach an object to a belt




•
 
screws on the belt loop lock the holster securely to the belt.



















belt sander






noun




a sander that uses a moving abrasive belt to smooth surfaces.













belt-tightening

 
/ˈbeltˌtītniNG/






noun




the introduction of rigorous reductions in spending


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
belt-tightening measures.



















beltway

 
/ˈbeltˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a highway encircling an urban area.




2.
 
(
Beltway

 ) [often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 Washington, DC, especially as representing the perceived insularity of the US government




•
 
conventional beltway wisdom.







[transferred use by association with the beltway encircling Washington.]













Beltway bandit






noun






‹informal›

 a company that does a large percentage of its business as a federal government contractor.













beluga

 
/bəˈlo͞oɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, white-toothed whale related to the narwhal, living in herds mainly in Arctic coastal waters.

Also called white whale
 . [
Delphinapterus leucas

 , family 
Monodontidae

 .]




2.
 
a very large sturgeon occurring in the inland seas and associated rivers of central Eurasia.

[
Huso huso

 , family 
Acipenseridae

 .]




3.
 
(also 
beluga caviar

 )
 — caviar obtained from the beluga sturgeon.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Russian 
belukha

 (
sense

 1), 
beluga

 (
sense

 2), both from 
belyĭ

 ‘white.’





belvedere

 
/ˈbelvəˌdir/





I.
 
noun




a summerhouse or open-sided gallery, usually at rooftop level, commanding a fine view.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘fair view,’ from 
bel

 ‘beautiful’ + 
vedere

 ‘to view.’





belying

 
/bəˈlīiNG/






present participle of belie
 .









BEM






abbreviation




Bachelor of Engineering of Mines.













bema

 
/ˈbēmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the altar part or sanctuary in ancient and Orthodox churches.




2.
 
(
bima

 , 
bimah

 )
 — 

[Judaism]

 the podium or platform in a synagogue from which the Torah and Prophets are read.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the platform from which orators spoke in ancient Athens.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
bēma

 ‘step, raised place.’





Bemba

 
/ˈbembə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of Zambia.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Bemba.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Bemba or their language.











– origin

 of Bemba origin.





bemire

 
/bəˈmī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cover or stain with mud




•
 
his shoes were bemired, as if he had been traveling on foot.










2.
 
(
be bemired

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 be stuck in mud




•
 
men and horses and wagons all bemired.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from be-
 (expressing transitivity) + mire
 .





bemoan

 
/bəˈmōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹often humorous›

 express discontent or sorrow over (something)




•
 
single women bemoaning the absence of men.

















– origin

 Old English 
bemǣnan

 ‘complain, lament’ The change in the second syllable (16th cent.) was due to association with moan
 , to which it is related.





bemuse

 
/bəˈmyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
bemused

 )


1.
 
puzzle, confuse, or bewilder (someone)




•
 
her bemused expression




•
 
she was accepted with bemused resignation by her parents as a hippie.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bemusedly

 
/-zidlē /






adverb













2.
 
bemusement

 
/bəˈmyo͞ozmənt bēˈmyo͞ozmənt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from be-
 (as an intensifier) + muse
 2
 .





ben1


 
/ben/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 a high mountain or mountain peak (especially in place names)




•
 
Ben Nevis.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
beann

 .





ben2


 
/ben/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. Irish)

 an inner room in a two-roomed cottage.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: dialect variant of Middle English 
binne

 ‘within’ (adverb), from Old English 
binnan

 (related to Dutch and German 
binnen

 ).






Benares

 
/bəˈnäris, -ēz/






former name for Varanasi
 .









Ben Bella, Ahmed

 
/ben ˈbelə/






(1918–2012), Algerian statesman; prime minister 1962–63; president 1963–65; full name 
Muhammad Ahmed Ben Bella

 . The first president of an independent Algeria, he was overthrown in a military coup.










bench

 
/ben(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long seat for several people, typically made of wood or stone.




2.
 
a long, sturdy work table used by a carpenter, mechanic, scientist, or other worker.




3.
 
(
the bench

 )
 — the office of judge or magistrate




•
 
his appointment to the civil bench.










4.
 
a judge's seat in a court.




5.
 
judges or magistrates collectively




•
 
rulings from the bench.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 a seat in Parliament for politicians of a specified party or position




•
 
the Conservative benches




•
 
the Opposition benches.










7.
 
the politicians occupying a specific seat in Parliament




•
 
the pledge that was given by the Opposition benches yesterday.










8.
 
(
the bench

 )
 — a seat on which sports coaches and players sit during a game when they are not playing.




9.
 
a flat ledge in masonry or on sloping ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exhibit (a dog) at a show




•
 
Affenpinschers and Afghans were benched side by side.







[from the practice of exhibiting dogs on benches.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 withdraw (a sports player) from play; substitute




•
 
the coach benched quarterback Randall Cunningham in favor of Jim McMahon.










3.
 
short for bench press
 .








III.
 
phrases





on the bench





a.
 
appointed as or in the capacity of a judge or magistrate




•
 
he retired after twenty-five years on the bench.










b.
 
acting as one of the possible substitutes in a sports contest.















– origin

 Old English 
benc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bank

 and German 
Bank

 , also to bank
 1
 .





Bench, Johnny

 
/benCH/






(1947–), US baseball player; full name 
Johnny Lee Bench

 . He was a catcher for the Cincinnati Reds from 1967 until 1983. Baseball Hall of Fame (1989).









bencher

 
/ˈben(t)SHər/






noun






[Law]

 (in the UK) a senior member of any of the Inns of Court.













Benchley

 
/ˈben(t)SHlē/





I.
 
the name of a family of US writers, including:




II.
 


Robert Charles

 (1889–1945), drama critic, actor, and humorist. He was a theater critic for 
Life

 magazine (1920–29) and 
The New Yorker

 (1929–40).




III.
 


Nathaniel

 (1915–81), son of Robert. He was the author of such humorous novels as 
Lassiter's Folly

 (1971).




IV.
 


Peter

 (1940–2006), son of Nathaniel. He wrote 
Jaws

 (1974), 
The Deep

 (1976), and 
White Shark

 (1994).









benchmark

 
/ˈben(t)SHmärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a standard or point of reference against which things may be compared or assessed


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a benchmark case.










2.
 
a problem designed to evaluate the performance of a computer system




•
 
Xstones is a graphics benchmark.










3.
 
a surveyor's mark cut in a wall, pillar, or building and used as a reference point in measuring altitudes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evaluate or check (something) by comparison with a standard




•
 
we are 
benchmarking

 our performance 
against

 external criteria




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we continue to benchmark against the competition.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — show particular results during a benchmark test




•
 
the device should benchmark at between 100 and 150 MHz.



















benchmark test






noun




a test using a benchmark to evaluate a computer system's performance.














bench press

 
/ˈbenCH ˌpres/





I.
 
noun




a bodybuilding and weightlifting exercise in which a lifter lies on a bench with feet on the floor and raises a weight with both arms.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (a weight) in a bench press




•
 
Josh can bench-press more than 400 pounds




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
my elbow hurts when I bench-press.



















bench run






noun, verb




another term for bench test
 .













bench seat

 
/ˈbenCH ˌsēt/






noun




a seat across the whole width of a car.














bench test

 
/ˈbenCH ˌtest /

 

‹chiefly Computing›






I.
 
noun




a test carried out on a machine, a component, or software before it is released for use, to ensure that it works properly.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run a bench test on (something)




•
 
they are offering you the chance to bench-test their applications.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give particular results during a bench test




•
 
it bench-tests two times faster than the previous version.



















benchwarmer

 
/ˈben(t)SHˌwôrmər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sports player who does not get selected to play; a substitute.













bench warrant






noun




a written order issued by a judge authorizing the arrest of a person charged with some contempt, crime, or misdemeanor.













benchwork

 
/ˈben(t)SHwərk/






noun




work carried out at a bench in a laboratory or workshop.














bend1


 
/bend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shape or force (something straight) into a curve or angle




•
 
the rising wind bent the long grass.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something straight) be shaped or forced into a curve or angle




•
 
the oar bent as Lance heaved angrily at it.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a road, river, or path) deviate from a straight line in a specified direction; have a sharply curved course




•
 
the road bent left and then right




•
 
the river slowly bends around Davenport.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) incline the body downward from the vertical




•
 
he 
bent down

 and picked her up




•
 
I 
bent over

 my plate




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he bent to tie his shoelaces.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a jointed part of the body) to an angled position




•
 
extend your left leg and bend your right




•
 
Irene bent her head over her work.










6.
 
force or be forced to submit


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they want to 
bend

 me 
to

 their will




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a refusal to 
bend to

 mob rule.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — interpret or modify (a rule) to suit oneself or somebody else




•
 
we cannot bend the rules, even for Darren.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct or devote (one's attention or energies) to a task




•
 
Eric 
bent

 all his efforts 
to

 persuading them to donate some blankets




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
bent

 once more 
to

 the task of diverting the wedding guests.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 attach (a sail or rope) by means of a knot




•
 
sailors were 
bending

 sails 
to

 the spars.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a curve, especially a sharp one, in a road, river, racecourse, or path.




2.
 
a curved or angled part or form of something




•
 
making a bend in the wire.










3.
 
a kind of knot used to join two ropes, or to tie a rope to another object, e.g. a carrick bend.




4.
 
(
the bends

 )
 — decompression sickness, especially in divers.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bend someone's ear








‹informal›

 talk to someone, especially with great eagerness or in order to ask a favor




•
 
she regularly bent Michael's ear with her problems.















2.
 
bend one's elbow








(N. Amer.)

 drink alcohol.









3.
 
bend over backward






see backward
 .









4.
 
on bended knee(s)






see knee
 .









5.
 
around the bend








‹informal›

 crazy; insane




•
 
I'd tell you if you were 
going around the bend

 .


















IV.
 
derivatives





bendable

 
/ˈbendəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
bendan

 ‘put in bonds, tension a bow by means of a string,’ of Germanic origin; related to band
 1
 .






bend2


 
/bend/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 an ordinary in the form of a broad diagonal stripe from top left (dexter chief) to bottom right (sinister base) of a shield or part of one.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
bande

 , Old French 
bende

 ‘flat strip.’





Bend

 
/bend/






a city in central Oregon; pop. 77,181 (est. 2008).









bender

 
/ˈbendər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — an object or person that bends something else




•
 
a fender bender.










2.
 
a wild drinking spree.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting instruments such as pliers, for bending things): from bend
 1
 + -er
 1
 .






bend sinister

 
/ˈˌbend ˈsinəstər/






noun






[Heraldry]

 a broad diagonal stripe from top right to bottom left of a shield (a supposed sign of bastardy).













bendy

 
/ˈbendē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 capable of bending; soft and flexible.








II.
 
derivatives





bendiness






noun






















beneath

 
/bəˈnēTH/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
extending or directly underneath, typically with close contact




•
 
in the labyrinths beneath central Moscow.










2.
 
underneath so as to be hidden, covered, or protected




•
 
unaltered even after years beneath the sea.










3.
 
at a lower level or layer than




•
 
beneath this floor there's a cellar




•
 
her eyes were dull with dark shadows beneath them.










4.
 
lower in grade or rank than




•
 
relegated to the rank beneath theirs.










5.
 
considered of lower status or worth than




•
 
taking jobs beneath my abilities.










6.
 
behind (a physical surface)




•
 
they found another layer beneath the stucco.










7.
 
behind or hidden behind (an appearance)




•
 
beneath the gloss of success.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
extending or directly underneath something




•
 
a house built on stilts to allow air to circulate beneath.










2.
 
at a lower level or layer




•
 
the runways had cracked open, exposing the black earth beneath.










3.
 
behind or hidden behind an appearance




•
 
the smile revealed the evil beneath.

















– origin

 Old English 
binithan

 , 
bineothan

 , from 
bi

 (see by
 ) + 
nithan

 , 
neothan

 ‘below,’ of Germanic origin; related to nether
 .





benedicite

 
/ˌbenəˈdisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blessing, especially a grace said at table in religious communities.

[Middle English.]




2.
 
(
the Benedicite

 )
 — the canticle used in the Anglican service of matins beginning “O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord,” the text being taken from the Apocrypha.

[mid 17th cent.]











– origin

 Latin, ‘bless ye!,’ plural imperative from 
benedicere

 ‘wish well’; the first word of the canticle in Latin.






Benedict, St.

 
/ˈbeniˌdikt/






(
c.

 480–
c.

 550), Italian hermit. He established a monastery at Monte Cassino and his 
Regula Monachorum

 (known as the Rule of St. Benedict) formed the basis of Western monasticism. Feast day, July 11 (formerly March 21).









Benedict XVI

 
/ˌbenədikt T͟HəˌsiksˈtēnTH/






(1927–), German cleric, pope 2005–13; born 
Joseph Alois Ratzinger

 . He was the first pope to resign since Gregory XII in 1415.









Benedictine

 
/ˌbenəˈdiktēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a monk or nun of an order following the rule of St. Benedict.




2.
 

/ˌbenəˈdiktēn /

 — 

‹trademark›

 a liqueur based on brandy, originally made by Benedictine monks in France.








II.
 
adjective




of St. Benedict or the Benedictines.











– origin

 from French 
bénédictine

 or modern Latin 
benedictinus

 , from the name 
Benedictus

 (see Benedict, St.
 ).






benediction

 
/ˌbenəˈdikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the utterance or bestowing of a blessing, especially at the end of a religious service.




2.
 
(
Benediction

 )
 — a service in which the congregation is blessed with the Blessed Sacrament, held mainly in the Roman Catholic Church.




3.
 
devout or formal invocation of blessedness




•
 
her arms outstretched in benediction.










4.
 
the state of being blessed




•
 
he eventually wins benediction.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
benedictio(n-)

 , from 
benedicere

 ‘wish well, bless,’ from 
bene

 ‘well’ + 
dicere

 ‘say.’





Benedict's solution

 
/ˌbeniˌdikts səˈlo͞oSHən /

 
Benedict's reagent





I.
 
noun




a chemical solution that changes color in the presence of glucose and other reducing sugars, used in clinical urine tests for diabetes. It is a mixture of sodium or potassium citrate, sodium carbonate, and copper sulfate.











– origin

 named after S. R. 
Benedict

 (1884–1936), American chemist.





Benedictus

 
/ˌbenəˈdiktəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 an invocation beginning 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini

 (Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord) forming a set part of the Mass.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 a canticle beginning 
Benedictus Dominus Deus

 (Blessed be the Lord God) from Luke 1:68–79.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, ‘blessed,’ past participle of 
benedicere

 ‘wish well.’






benefaction

 
/ˌbenəˈfakSHən/





I.
 
noun




a donation or gift.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
benefactio(n-)

 , from 
bene facere

 ‘do good (to),’ from 
bene

 ‘well’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’





benefactive

 
/ˌbenəˈfaktiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a semantic case or construction that expresses the person or thing that benefits from the action of the verb, for example 
for you

 in 
I bought this for you

 .








II.
 
noun




the benefactive case, or a word or expression in it.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
benefactus

 ‘capable of giving’ + -ive
 .





benefactor

 
/ˈbenəˌfaktər/





I.
 
noun




a person who gives money or other help to a person or cause.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
bene facere

 ‘do good (to)’ (see benefaction
 ).





benefactress

 
/ˈbenəfaktrəs/






noun




a female benefactor.













benefic

 
/bəˈnefik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 beneficent or kindly.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
[Astrology]

 relating to or denoting the planets Jupiter and Venus, traditionally considered to have a favorable influence.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
beneficus

 , from 
bene facere

 ‘do good (to).’






benefice

 
/ˈbenəfəs/





I.
 
noun




a permanent Church appointment, typically that of a rector or vicar, for which property and income are provided in respect of pastoral duties.








II.
 
derivatives





beneficed

 
/ˈbenəfəst /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
beneficium

 ‘favor, support,’ from 
bene

 ‘well’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’





beneficent

 
/bəˈnefəsənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) generous or doing good.




2.
 
resulting in good




•
 
a beneficent democracy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
beneficence

 
/bəˈnefəs(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
beneficently






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
beneficent-

 (stem of 
beneficentior

 , comparative of 
beneficus

 ‘favorable, generous’), from 
bene facere

 ‘do good (to).’





beneficial

 
/ˌbenəˈfiSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
favorable or advantageous; resulting in good




•
 
the beneficial effect on the economy




•
 
discoveries 
beneficial to

 mankind.










2.
 


[Law]

 of or relating to rights, other than legal title




•
 
the beneficiary will be taxed on the value of his beneficial use of the property.














II.
 
derivatives





beneficially

 
/ˌbenəˈfiSHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
beneficialis

 , from 
beneficium

 (see benefice
 ).





beneficials

 
/ˌbenəˈfiSHəlz/






plural noun




insects that are a boon to gardeners




•
 
daisies that are highly attractive to five key kinds of beneficials (ladybugs, lacewings, hover flies, tachinid flies, and miniwasps).



















beneficiary

 
/ˌbenəˈfiSHēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a person who derives advantage from something, especially a trust, will, or life insurance policy.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
beneficiarius

 , from 
beneficium

 (see benefice
 ).





benefit

 
/ˈbenəfit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an advantage or profit gained from something




•
 
tenants bought their houses 
with the benefit of

 a discount




•
 
enjoy the benefits of being a member




•
 
uninformed criticism is 
of benefit to

 no one.










2.
 
a payment or gift made by an employer, the state, or an insurance company




•
 
welfare benefits




•
 
wages and benefits.










3.
 
a public performance or other entertainment of which the proceeds go to a particular charitable cause.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
receive an advantage; profit; gain




•
 
areas that would 
benefit from

 regeneration.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring advantage to




•
 
the bill will benefit the nation.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
benefit of clergy





a.
 


‹historical›

 exemption of the English clergy and nuns from the jurisdiction of the ordinary civil courts, granted in the Middle Ages but abolished in 1827.




b.
 
ecclesiastical sanction or approval




•
 
they lived together 
without benefit of clergy

 .















2.
 
the benefit of the doubt






a concession that a person or fact must be regarded as correct or justified, if the contrary has not been proven




•
 
I'll 
give

 you 
the benefit of the doubt

 as to whether it was deliberate or not.















3.
 
for the benefit of





a.
 
in order to help, guide, or be of service to




•
 
a man who has spent his life fighting evil for the benefit of the community.










b.
 
in order to interest or impress someone




•
 
it was all an act put on for his benefit.















4.
 
give someone the benefit of








‹often ironic›

 explain or recount to someone at length




•
 
the whole assembly was given the benefit of his opinions.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a kind deed or something well done): from Old French 
bienfet

 , from Latin 
benefactum

 ‘good deed,’ from 
bene facere

 ‘do good (to).’





Benelux

 
/ˈbenəˌləks/





I.
 
a collective name for Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg, especially with reference to their economic union.







– origin

 1947: acronym from 
Be

 lgium, 
Ne

 therlands, and 
Lux

 embourg.





benevolent

 
/bəˈnevələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
well meaning and kindly




•
 
a benevolent smile.










2.
 
(of an organization) serving a charitable rather than a profit-making purpose




•
 
a benevolent fund.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
benevolence

 
/bəˈnevələns /






noun













2.
 
benevolently

 
/bəˈnevələntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
benivolent

 , from Latin 
bene volent-

 ‘well wishing,’ from 
bene

 ‘well’ + 
velle

 ‘to wish.’





Benford's Law

 
/ˈbenfərdz ˌlô/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 the principle that in any large, randomly produced set of natural numbers, such as tables of logarithms or corporate sales statistics, around 30 percent will begin with the digit 1, 18 percent with 2, and so on, with the smallest percentage beginning with 9. The law is applied in analyzing the validity of statistics and financial records.











– origin

 Named for US physicist Frank Benford, whose 1938 paper demonstrated the statistical validity of the phenomenon.





BEng






abbreviation




Bachelor of Engineering.













benga

 
/ˈbeNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a style of African popular music originating in Kenya, characterized by a fusion of traditional Kenyan music and a lively arrangement of guitars, bass, and vocals.











– origin

 1980s: from Luo (a Kenyan language).





Bengal

 
/benˈɡôl/






a region of South Asia that contains the Ganges and Brahmaputra river deltas. In 1947, the province was divided into West Bengal, which has remained a state of India, and East Bengal, which is now Bangladesh.









Bengal, Bay of






a part of the Indian Ocean that lies between India on the west and Burma (Myanmar) and Thailand on the east.









Bengali

 
/ˌbeNGˈɡälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Bengal.




2.
 
the Indic language of Bangladesh and West Bengal.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Bengal, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from Hindi 
baṅgālī

 .





bengaline

 
/ˈbeNGɡəˌlēn/





I.
 
noun




a strong ribbed fabric made of a mixture of silk and either cotton or wool.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, so named because of a similarity with archaic 
Bengals

 denoting fabrics, usually silks, imported from Bengal.





Bengal light

 
/ˌbeNGˈɡôl ˌlīt ˈbenɡäl ˌlīt/






noun




a kind of firework giving off a blue flame and used for lighting or signaling.













Benghazi

 
/benˈɡäzē/






a Mediterranean port in northeastern Libya; pop. 670,800 (est. 2006). It was the joint capital (with Tripoli) 1951–72.









Benguela

 
/benˈɡwelə/






a port and railroad terminal in Angola, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 115,900 (est. 2004). Copper is brought here from Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).









Benguela Current






a cold ocean current that flows north from Antarctica along the west coast of southern Africa as far as Angola.









Ben-Gurion, David

 
/ben ˈɡo͞orēən/






(1886–1973), Israeli statesman; prime minister 1948–53 and 1955–63. He was Israel's first prime minister and minister of defense.









Benicia

 
/bəˈnēSHə/






a city in north central California, north of San Francisco Bay; pop. 26,174 (est. 2008).









benighted

 
/bəˈnīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a state of pitiful or contemptible intellectual or moral ignorance, typically owing to a lack of opportunity




•
 
they saw themselves as bringers of culture to poor benighted peoples.










2.
 
overtaken by darkness




•
 
a storm developed and we were forced to wait benighted near the summit.














II.
 
derivatives





benightedness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): past participle of archaic 
benight

 ‘cover in the darkness of night, obscure’ (see be-
 , night
 ).






benign

 
/bəˈnīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
gentle; kindly




•
 
her face was calm and benign




•
 
his benign but firm manner.










2.
 
(of a climate or environment) mild and favorable.




3.
 
not harmful to the environment


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an ozone-benign refrigerant.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease) not harmful in effect: in particular, (of a tumor) not malignant.








II.
 
derivatives





benignly

 
/bəˈnīnlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
benigne

 , from Latin 
benignus

 , probably from 
bene

 ‘well’ + 
-genus

 ‘-born.’ Compare with gentle
 .





benignant

 
/bəˈniɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
kindly and benevolent




•
 
an old man, with a face noble and benignant.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 less common term for benign
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 


‹archaic›

 having a good effect; beneficial




•
 
the benignant touch of love and beauty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
benignancy

 
/bəˈniɡnənsē /






noun













2.
 
benignantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from benign
 , or Latin 
benignus

 , on the pattern of 
malignant

 .





benignity

 
/bəˈniɡnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
kindness or tolerance toward others




•
 
his air of benignity.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an act of kindness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
benignite

 or Latin 
benignitas

 , from 
benignus

 (see benign
 ).





benign neglect






noun




a noninterference that is intended to benefit someone or something more than continual attention would.














Benin

 
/bəˈnēn bəˈnin/






I.

1.
 
a country in West Africa, just west of Nigeria; pop. 8,791,800 (est. 2009); capital, Porto Novo; languages, French (official), West African languages.

Former name (until 1975) Dahomey
 .





The country was conquered by the French in 1893 and became part of French West Africa. In 1960, it achieved independence.







– origin

 name adopted in 1975, formerly used by an African kingdom, powerful in the 14th–17th centuries.





Benin, Bight of






a wide bay on the coast of Africa north of the Gulf of Guinea, bordered by Togo, Benin, and southwestern Nigeria. Lagos is its chief port.









Beninese

 
/ˌbenəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Benin or its people




•
 
this bustling port is the lifeblood of the Beninese economy.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Benin




•
 
this is a very steep price for the average Beninese




•
 
the Beninese legally import the vehicles from Europe.



















Beni River

 
/ˌbānē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from central to northern Bolivia, east of the Andes, into the Madeira River.









benison

 
/ˈbenəsən ˈbenəzən/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a blessing




•
 
the rewards and benisons of marriage.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
beneiçun

 , from Latin 
benedictio

 (see benediction
 ).





Benjamin

 
/ˈbenjəmən/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, the youngest son of Jacob and Rachel (Gen. 35:18, 42, etc.).




II.
 
the smallest tribe of Israel, traditionally descended from Benjamin.









benne

 
/ˈbenē/





I.
 
noun




another term for sesame
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Malay 
bene

 .





Bennett, R. B.

 
/ˈbenit/






(1870–1947), Canadian Conservative statesman; prime minister 1930–35; full name 
Richard Bedford Bennett

 .









Bennett, Tony






(1926–), US singer; born 
Anthony Dominick Benedetto

 . A popular jazz singer from the early 1950s with such hits as “Because of You” (1951), he made a successful comeback during the 1990s.









Ben Nevis

 
/ˌben ˈnevəs/






a mountain in western Scotland. Rising to 4,406 feet (1,343 m), it is the highest mountain in the British Isles.









Bennington

 
/ˈbeniNGtən/






a historic town in southwestern Vermont; pop. 15,093 (est. 2008).









benny1


 
/ˈbenē/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a tablet of Benzedrine.













benny2


 
/ˈbenē/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a benefit attached to employment.













Benny, Jack

 
/ˈbenē/






(1894–1974), US comedian and actor; born 
Benjamin Kubelsky

 . His radio series 
The Jack Benny Program

 ran from 1932 to 1955. Made for television, 
The Jack Benny Show

 was broadcast 1950–65.









benomyl

 
/ˈbenəˌmil/





I.
 
noun




a systemic fungicide used on fruit and vegetable crops, derived from imidazole.











– origin

 1960s: from 
ben(z)o-

 + 
m(eth)yl

 .





Benoni

 
/bəˈnōnē/






a city in South Africa, east of Johannesburg; pop. 654,500 (est. 2009). It is a gold-mining center.









Bensalem

 
/benˈsāləm/






a township in southeastern Pennsylvania; pop. 58,304 (est. 2008).









Bensonhurst

 
/ˈbensənˌhərst/






a residential section in southwestern Brooklyn in New York City.









bent1


 
/bent/





I.
 
past and past participle of bend
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharply curved or having an angle




•
 
a piece of bent wire




•
 
his bent shoulders.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 dishonest; corrupt




•
 
a bent cop.










3.
 
stolen.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 homosexual.




5.
 
(
bent on

 )
 — determined to do or have something




•
 
a missionary bent on saving souls




•
 
a mob bent on violence.














III.
 
noun




a natural talent or inclination




•
 
a man of religious bent




•
 
she had no natural 
bent for

 literature.














IV.
 
phrases





bent out of shape








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 angry or agitated




•
 
it was just a mistake, nothing to get bent out of shape about.























bent2


 
/bent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
bent grass

 )
 — a stiff grass that is used for lawns and is a component of pasture and hay grasses.

[
Agrostis

 and other genera, family 
Graminae

 : several species, including 
common bent

 (
A. capillaris

 ).]




2.
 
the stiff flowering stalk of a grass.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 any stiff-stemmed or rushlike grass or sedge.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a heath or unenclosed pasture.











– origin

 Middle English: representing Old English 
beonet

 (recorded in place names); related to German 
Binse

 .





Bentham, Jeremy

 
/ˈbenTHəm/






(1748–1832), English philosopher and jurist, the first major proponent of utilitarianism. He wrote 
Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation

 (1789).









benthos

 
/ˈbenTHäs/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 the flora and fauna found on the bottom, or in the bottom sediments, of a sea, lake, or other body of water.








II.
 
derivatives





benthic

 
/ˈbenTHik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, ‘depth of the sea.’





bento

 
/ˈben(t)ō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lacquered or decorated wooden Japanese lunchbox.




2.
 
a Japanese-style packed lunch, consisting of such items as rice, vegetables, and sashimi (raw fish with condiments).











– origin

 Japanese.





Benton, Thomas Hart1


 
/ˈbentn/






(1782–1858), US politician. A Democratic member of the US Senate from Missouri (1821–51), he supported frontier explorations and opposed extending slavery to the territories.









Benton, Thomas Hart2







(1889–1975), US painter, a grandnephew of Senator Thomas Hart Benton. His paintings, of the American naturalist school, represent life in the Midwest.









bentonite

 
/ˈben(t)nˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a kind of absorbent clay formed by the breakdown of volcanic ash, used especially as a filler.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of Fort 
Benton

 in Montana, where it is found, + -ite
 1
 .





Bentsen, Lloyd

 
/ˈbentsən/






(1921–2006), US politician; full name 
Lloyd Millard Bentsen, Jr

 . He was a Democratic member of the US Senate from Texas 1971–93, a vice presidential candidate 1988, and secretary of the treasury 1993–94.









Bent's Fort

 
/ˌbents ˈfôrt/






a historic site in east central Colorado, northeast of La Junta, on the Arkansas River and the former Santa Fe Trail.









bentwood

 
/ˈbentˌwo͝od/






noun




wood that is artificially shaped for use in making furniture


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bentwood chairs.



















Benue-Congo

 
/ˌbānˌwāˈkäNGɡō/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a major branch of the Niger-Congo family of languages, spoken mainly in Nigeria and including Efik and Fula.








II.
 
noun




the Benue-Congo group of languages.











– origin

 from the names of rivers.





Benue River






a river that flows for 870 miles (1,400 km) from northern Cameroon into Nigeria, where it joins the Niger River.









benumb

 
/bəˈnəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
benumbed

 )


1.
 
deprive of physical or emotional feeling




•
 
a hoarse shout cut through his benumbed senses.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from obsolete 
benome

 , past participle of 
benim

 ‘deprive,’ from be-
 (expressing removal) + Old English 
niman

 ‘take.’





Benxi

 
/ˌbənˈSHē/






a city in northeastern China, in the province of Liaoning; pop. 846,700 (est. 2006).









Benz, Karl

 
/benz, bents/






(1844–1929), German engineer and automobile manufacturer; full name 
Karl Friedrich Benz

 . In 1885 he built the first vehicle to be powered by an internal combustion engine.









benzaldehyde

 
/benˈzaldəˌhīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid aldehyde with the odor of bitter almonds, used in the manufacture of dyes and perfumes.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CHO.]














Benzedrine

 
/ˈbenzəˌdrēn/





I.
 
noun




trademark for amphetamine
 .











– origin

 1930s: blend of benzoin
 and ephedrine
 .






benzene

 
/ˈbenˌzēn benˈzēn/





I.
 
noun




a colorless volatile liquid hydrocarbon present in coal tar and petroleum, used in chemical synthesis. Its use as a solvent has been reduced because of its carcinogenic properties.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H6
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from benzoin
 + -ene
 .





benzene hexachloride

 
/ˌbenzēn ˌheksəˈklôrīd /

 
BHC






noun



1.
 
a compound of benzene and chlorine used as an insecticide.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H6
 Cl6
 .]




2.
 
used as a general term for lindane
 .













benzene ring

 
/ˈbenˌzēn ˌriNG ˌbenˈzēn ˌriNG/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the hexagonal unsaturated ring of six carbon atoms present in benzene and many other aromatic molecules.













benzenoid

 
/ˈbenzəˌnoid/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having the six-membered ring structure or aromatic properties of benzene.













benzidine

 
/ˈbenzəˌdēn/






noun




a crystalline base used in making dyes and in detecting blood stains.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 C6
 H4
 C6
 H4
 NH2
 .]













benzine

 
/ˈbenˌzēn benˈzēn /

 
benzin





I.
 
noun




a mixture of liquid hydrocarbons obtained from petroleum.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting benzene): from benzoin
 + -ine
 4
 .





benzocaine

 
/ˈbenzəˌkān/






noun




a white, odorless, crystalline powder used in ointments as a local anesthetic and to protect against sunburn.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 C6
 H4
 C6
 H4
 NH2
 .]














benzodiazepine

 
/ˌbenzōˌdīˈazəˌpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a class of heterocyclic organic compounds used as tranquilizers, such as Librium and Valium.











– origin

 1930s: from benzene
 + di-
 1
 + azo-
 + epi-
 + -ine
 4
 .





benzoic acid

 
/benˌzō-ik ˈasid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline substance present in benzoin and other plant resins, and used as a food preservative.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 COOH.]














benzoin

 
/ˈbenzōən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
gum benzoin

 )
 — a fragrant gum resin obtained from a tropical tree of eastern Asia, used in medicines, perfumes, and incense.

Also called gum benjamin
 . [This is obtained from several species of the genus 
Styrax

 , family 
Styracaceae

 , in particular 
S. benzoin

 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline aromatic ketone present in gum benzoin.

[Alternative name: 
2-hydroxy-1,2-diphenylethanone

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CHOHCOC6
 H5
 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
benjoin

 , based on Arabic 
lubānjāwī

 ‘incense of Java.’





benzophenone

 
/ˌbenzōfiˈnōn, -ˈfēˌnōn/






noun




a white, crystalline ketone that is used in perfume, sunscreen, and as a flavoring agent.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 COC6
 H5
 .]













benzopyrene

 
/ˌbenzōˈpīrēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound that is the major carcinogen present in cigarette smoke. It also occurs in coal tar.

[A polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon; chem. formula: C20
 H12
 .]














benzoquinone

 
/ˌbenzōkwiˈnōn, -ˈkwinōn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a yellow crystalline compound related to benzene but having two hydrogen atoms replaced by oxygen.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H4
 O2
 ; there are two isomers, with the oxygen atoms on opposite (
1,4-benzoquinone

 ) or adjacent (
1,2-benzoquinone

 ) carbon atoms.]













benzoyl

 
/ˈbenzōwəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the acyl radical —C(O)C6
 H5
 , derived from benzoic acid




•
 
benzoyl peroxide.



















benzoyl peroxide






noun




an antibacterial ingredient used in acne medications.













benzyl

 
/ˈbenzēl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the radical —CH2
 C6
 H5
 , derived from toluene




•
 
benzyl benzoate.



















Beothuk

 
/ˈbāəˌTHo͝ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an extinct North American Indian people of Newfoundland.




2.
 
the language of the Beothuk, of unknown affinity.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Beothuk or their language.











– origin

 probably the name in Beothuk.





Beowulf

 
/ˈbāəˌwo͝olf/





I.
 
an Old English epic poem celebrating the legendary Scandinavian hero Beowulf.





Generally dated to the 8th century, it was the first major poem in a European vernacular language and is the only complete Germanic epic that survives. It describes Beowulf's killing of the water monster Grendel and its mother and his death in combat with a dragon, and includes both pagan and Christian elements.






bequeath

 
/bəˈkwēT͟H bəˈkwiTH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave (a personal estate or one's body) to a person or other beneficiary by a will




•
 
an identical sum was bequeathed by Margaret




•
 
he bequeathed his art collection to the town.










2.
 
pass (something) on or leave (something) to someone else




•
 
he is ditching the unpopular policies bequeathed to him.














II.
 
derivatives





bequeather

 
/bəˈkwēT͟Hər bəˈkwēTHər bēˈkwēT͟Hər bēˈkwēTHər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
becwethan

 , from be-
 ‘about’ (expressing transitivity) + 
cwethan

 ‘say’ (see quoth
 ).





bequest

 
/bəˈkwest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a legacy




•
 
her $135,000 was the largest bequest the library ever has received.










2.
 
the action of bequeathing something




•
 
a painting acquired by bequest.

















– origin

 Middle English: from be-
 ‘about’ + Old English 
cwis

 ‘speech,’ influenced by bequeath
 .





BER






abbreviation




bit error rate.













berate

 
/bəˈrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scold or criticize (someone) angrily




•
 
his mother came out and berated me for raising my voice.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from be-
 ‘thoroughly’ + rate
 2
 .






Berber

 
/ˈbərbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of North Africa. The majority of Berbers are settled farmers or (now) migrant workers.




2.
 
the Afro-Asiatic language of the Berbers. There are several different dialects; some of them, e.g., Tamashek, are regarded by some scholars as separate languages.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Berbers or their language.











– origin

 from Arabic 
barbar

 , from Greek 
barbarus

 ‘foreigner’ (see barbarian
 ).





berberine

 
/ˈbərbəˌrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter yellow compound of the alkaloid class obtained from barberry and other plants.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from berberis
 + -ine
 4
 .






berberis

 
/ˈbərbəris/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the barberries.

[Genus 
Berberis

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin and Old French, from medieval Latin 
barbaris

 .





berceuse

 
/berˈso͝oz, -ˈsœz/





I.
 
noun




a lullaby.











– origin

 French, from 
bercer

 ‘to rock.’





Berchtesgaden

 
/ˈbərKHtəsˌɡäd(ə)n ˈbərktəsˌɡäd(ə)n/






a town in southern Germany, in the Bavarian Alps close to the border with Austria; pop. 8,200 (est. 2006). Adolf Hitler had a fortified retreat there.










bereave

 
/bəˈrēv/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be bereaved

 )


1.
 
be deprived of a loved one through a profound absence, especially due to the loved one's death




•
 
the year after they had been bereaved




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bereaved

 )
 
bereaved families




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the bereaved

 )
 
those who counsel the bereaved.














II.
 
derivatives





bereavement

 
/bəˈrēvmənt bēˈrēvmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
berēafian

 (see be-
 , reave
 ). The original sense was ‘deprive of’ in general.





bereft

 
/bəˈreft/





I.
 
archaic past participle of bereave
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
deprived of or lacking something, especially a nonmaterial asset




•
 
her room was stark and 
bereft of

 color.










2.
 
(of a person) lonely and abandoned, especially through someone's death or departure




•
 
his death in 1990 left her bereft.



















Berenice

 
/ˌberəˈnēs/






(3rd century 
BC

 ), Egyptian queen; wife of 
Ptolemy III

 . She offered her hair for the safe return of her husband from an expedition; the hair was stolen and, according to legend, placed in the heavens. The constellation Coma Berenices (
Berenice's hair

 ) is named after her.










beret

 
/bəˈrā/





I.
 
noun




a round flattish cap of felt or cloth.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
béret

 ‘Basque cap,’ from Old Provençal 
berret

 , based on late Latin 
birrus

 ‘hooded cape.’ Compare with biretta
 .





beretta






noun




variant spelling of biretta
 .













berg

 
/bərɡ/






noun




short for iceberg
 .













Berg, Alban

 
/berKH/






(1885–1935), Austrian composer, a leading exponent of twelve-tone composition; full name 
Alban Maria Johannes Berg

 .









bergamot

 
/ˈbərɡəˌmät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an oily substance extracted from the rind of the fruit of a dwarf variety of the Seville orange tree. It is used in cosmetics and as flavoring in tea.




2.
 
(also 
bergamot orange

 )
 — the tree which bears a variety of Seville orange from which bergamot is extracted.

[
Citrus aurantium

 subsp. 
bergamia

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]




3.
 
an aromatic North American herb of the mint family, grown for its bright flowers and traditionally used in American Indian medicine.

Also called bee balm
 , Oswego tea
 . [
Monarda didyma

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2): named after the city and province of 
Bergamo

 in northern Italy.





Bergen

 
/ˈbərɡən, ˈber-/






a seaport in southwestern Norway; pop. 220,418 (2007). It is a center of the fishing and North Sea oil industries.









Bergenfield

 
/ˈbərɡənˌfēld/






a suburban borough in northeastern New Jersey; pop. 25,611 (est. 2008).









Berger, Hans

 
/ˈbərɡər/






(1873–1941), German psychiatrist. He detected electric currents in the brain's cortex and developed encephalography.









Berger, Thomas






(1924–2014), US writer. His works include 
Crazy in Berlin

 (1958), 
Little Big Man

 (1964), 
The Feud

 (1983), and 
Meeting Evil

 (1992).









Bergerac

 
/ˈbərZHəˌrak/






see Cyrano de Bergerac, Savinien
 .









bergère

 
/berˈZHer/






noun




a long-seated upholstered armchair fashionable in the 18th century.













Bergius, Friedrich

 
/ˈberɡēo͝os/






(1884–1949), German industrial chemist; full name 
Friedrich Karl Rudolf Bergius

 . Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1931), shared with 
Carl Bosch

 (1874–1940).









Bergman, Ingmar

 
/ˈbərɡmən, ˈber(yə)ˌmän/






(1918–2007), Swedish movie and theater director; full name 
Ernst Ingmar Bergman

 . He used haunting imagery and symbolism. Notable films: 
Smiles of a Summer Night

 (1955), 
The Seventh Seal

 (1957), and 
Fanny and Alexander

 (1982).









Bergman, Ingrid

 
/ˈbərɡmən/






(1915–82), Swedish actress. Notable movies: 
Casablanca

 (1942), 
Gaslight

 (1944), 
Anastasia

 (1956), and 
Murder on the Orient Express

 (1974).









Bergson, Henri

 
/ˈberɡsən, berkˈsôN/






(1859–1941), French philosopher; full name 
Henri Louis Bergson

 . He wrote 
Creative Evolution

 (1907). Nobel Prize for Literature (1927).









Beria, Lavrenti

 
/ˈbyeryə/






(1899–1953), Soviet politician and head of the secret police 1938–53; full name 
Lavrenti Pavlovich Beria

 . After Joseph Stalin's death, he was arrested and executed.









beribboned

 
/bəˈribənd/






adjective




decorated with many ribbons.













beriberi

 
/ˌberēˈberē/





I.
 
noun




a disease causing inflammation of the nerves and heart failure, caused by a deficiency of vitamin B1
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Sinhalese, from 
beri

 ‘weakness.’





Bering, Vitus

 
/ˈberiNG/






(1681–1741), Danish navigator and explorer; full name 
Vitus Jonassen Bering

 . He led several Russian expeditions to determine whether Asia and North America were connected by land. The Bering Sea and Bering Strait are named after him.









Beringia

 
/bəˈrinjēə/





I.
 
the area comprising the Bering Strait and adjacent parts of Siberia and Alaska, especially in connection with the migration of animals across the former Bering land bridge.

See Bering Strait
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Beringian






adjective





















Bering Sea






an arm of the North Pacific Ocean that lies between northeastern Siberia in Russia and Alaska, bounded on the south by the Aleutian Islands. It is linked to the Arctic Ocean by the Bering Strait. Both the sea and the strait are named after Vitus Bering.










Bering Strait

 
/ˈberiNG strāt/






a narrow sea passage that separates the eastern tip of Siberia in Russia from Alaska and links the Arctic Ocean with the Bering Sea, about 53 miles (85 km) wide at its narrowest point. During the Ice Age, as a result of a drop in sea levels, the 
Bering land bridge

 formed between the two continents, allowing the migration of animals and dispersal of plants in both directions.










Berkeley

 
/ˈbərklē/






a city in western California, on San Francisco Bay, site of a campus of the University of California; pop. 101,371 (est. 2008).









Berkeley, Busby

 
/ˈbərklē/






(1895–1976), US choreographer and movie director; born 
William Berkeley Enos

 . He is remembered for his spectacular movie sequences in which dancers formed kaleidoscopic patterns on the screen. Notable movies: 
Gold Diggers

 series (1933–37) and 
Babes in Arms

 (1939).









Berkeley, George

 
/ˈbärklē, ˈbər-/





I.
 
(1685–1753), Irish philosopher and bishop. He argued that material objects exist only by being perceived.




II.
 
derivatives





Berkeleianism

 
/ˈbärklēəˌnizəm, ˈbər- /






noun





















berkelium

 
/ˌbərˈkēlēəm ˈbərklēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Bk

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 97, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Berkelium does not occur naturally and was first made by bombarding americium with helium ions.











– origin

 1949: from Berkeley
 , California (where it was first made) + -ium
 .





Berkshire

 
/ˈbərkSHər ˈbərkˌSHir /

 
Berkshire Pig





I.
 
noun




a pig of a black breed, now rarely kept commercially.











– origin

 from the name of 
Berkshire

 , a county of southern England.





Berkshire Hills

 
/ˌbərkSHər ˈhilz/






an upland in western Massachusetts, noted as a resort area.









Berle, Milton

 
/bərl/






(1908–2002), US comedian and actor; born 
Milton Berlinger

 . He began as a vaudeville entertainer and went on to star on radio, stage, movies, and, in particular, on television with the 
Texaco Star Theater

 from 1948 until 1956 (renamed 
The Milton Berle Show

 in 1955).










Berlin

 
/bərˈlin/






the capital of Germany; pop. 3,404,000 (est. 2006). At the end of World War II, the city was occupied by the Allies and divided into two parts: 
West Berlin

 and 
East Berlin

 . Between 1961 and 1989, the Berlin Wall separated the two parts, which were reunited in 1990.









Berlin, Irving






(1888–1989), US composer of popular music; born in Russia; born 
Israel Baline

 . His prolific work includes the songs
“Alexander's Ragtime Band”

 (1911) and 
“God Bless America”

 (1918), the movie scores for 
Top Hat

 (1935) and 
White Christmas

 (1954), and the stage musicals 
Annie Get Your Gun

 (1946) and 
Call Me Madam

 (1950).









Berliner

 
/bərˈlinər/





I.
 
noun




a native or citizen of Berlin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: German.





Berlin Wall






a fortified and heavily guarded wall built on the boundary between East and West Berlin in 1961 by the communist authorities, chiefly to curb the flow of East Germans to the West. It was opened in November 1989 after the collapse of the communist regime in East Germany and subsequently was dismantled.









Berlin work






noun




worsted embroidery on canvas.













Berlioz, Hector

 
/ˈberlēˌōz, berˈlyōz/






(1803–69), French composer; full name 
Louis-Hector Berlioz

 . Notable works: 
Les Troyens

 (opera, 1856–59), 
Symphonie fantastique

 (1830), and 
La Damnation de Faust

 (cantata, 1846).









berm

 
/bərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat strip of land, raised bank, or terrace bordering a river or canal.




2.
 
a path or grass strip beside a road.




3.
 
an artificial ridge or embankment, e.g., as a defense against tanks.




4.
 
a narrow space, especially one between a ditch and the base of a parapet.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a narrow space): from French 
berme

 , from Dutch 
berm

 .





Bermuda

 
/bərˈmyo͞odə /

 
the Bermudas





I.
 
a British dependency made up of about 150 small islands about 650 miles (1,046 km) east of the coast of North Carolina; pop. 67,800 (est. 2009); capital, Hamilton. It now has internal self-government.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Bermudan

 
/bərˈmyo͞od(ə)n /






adjective, noun













2.
 
Bermudian

 
/-ˈmyo͞odēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 named after a Spanish sailor, Juan 
Bermúdez

 , who sighted the islands early in the 16th cent.





Bermuda grass






noun




a creeping grass common in warmer parts of the world, used for lawns and pasture.

[
Cynodon dactylon

 , family 
Graminae

 .]














Bermuda High






noun






[Meteorology]

 a semipermanent area of high pressure located over Bermuda in summer and fall that steers many storm systems westward across the Atlantic.

Compare with Azores High
 .













Bermuda Hundred






a locality southeast of Richmond in Virginia, the site of an 1864 Civil War battle.









Bermuda onion






noun




a variety of cultivated onion with a mild flavor and a flattened shape.













Bermuda rig






noun




a tall yachting rig with a high, tapering fore-and-aft mainsail.













Bermuda shorts

 
/bərmyo͞oːdəˈSHôːrts /

 
Bermudas






plural noun




casual knee-length shorts.













Bermuda Triangle






an area of the western Atlantic Ocean between Florida, Bermuda, and Puerto Rico where a large number of ships and aircraft are said to have disappeared mysteriously.









Bernadette, St.

 
/ˌbərnəˈdet/






(1844–79), French peasant girl; born 
Marie Bernarde Soubirous

 . Her visions of the Virgin Mary at Lourdes in 1858 led to the town's establishment as a center of pilgrimage. Feast day, February 18.









Bernadotte, Count Folke

 
/ˌbernəˈdät, -ˈdôt/






(1895–1948), Swedish statesman. As vice president of the Swedish Red Cross, he arranged the exchange of prisoners of war and in 1945 conveyed a German offer of capitulation to the Allies. Appointed as UN mediator in Palestine in 1948, he was assassinated by the Stern Gang.









Bernadotte, Jean






(1763–1844), French soldier; full name 
Jean Baptiste Jules Bernadotte

 . One of Napoleon's marshals, he was adopted by Charles XIII of Sweden in 1810 and became king of Sweden as Charles XIV 1818–44, thus founding Sweden's present royal house.









Bernard, Claude

 
/berˈnär/






(1813–78), French physiologist. He showed the role of the pancreas in digestion, the method of regulation of body temperature, and the function of nerves that supply the internal organs.









Bernard, St.

 
/bərˈnärd, berˈnär/






(
c.

 996–
c.

 1081), French monk. He founded two hospices for travelers in the Alps. The St. Bernard passes, where the hospices were situated, and St. Bernard dogs, once kept by the monks and trained to aid travelers, are named after him. Feast day, May 28.









Bernard of Clairvaux, St.

 
/bərˈnärd əv klerˈvō, berˈnär/






(1090–1153), French theologian and abbot. The first abbot of Clairvaux, his monastery was one of the chief centers of the Cistercian order. Feast day, August 20.









Berne

 
/bərn bern /

 
Bern





I.
 
the capital of Switzerland, in the west central part of the country; pop. 122,658 (2007).




II.
 
a canton of Switzerland.









Bernese

 
/ˌbərˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Swiss capital or canton of Berne or its inhabitants




•
 
a large series of portraits from the Bernese region.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Bernese

 )
 — the people of the Swiss capital or canton of Berne




•
 
the Bernese were proud of their victory over a distinguished mercenary captain.










2.
 
short for Bernese mountain dog
 :




•
 
the Bernese's beautiful coat needs only daily brushing to keep it in good condition.



















Bernese mountain dog

 
/ˈbərnēz, -nēs, bərˈnēz, -ˈnēs/






noun




a large dog with a black, white, and tan coat, of a breed originating in Switzerland.













Bernhardt, Sarah

 
/ˈbərnˌhärt/






(1844–1923), French actress; born 
Henriette Rosine Bernard

 . She was noted for her portrayal of Marguerite in 
La Dame aux camélias

 and of Cordelia in 
King Lear

 .









Bernini, Gian Lorenzo

 
/bərˈnēnē/






(1598–1680), Italian sculptor, painter, and architect. His work includes the great canopy over the altar and the colonnade around the piazza at St. Peter's in Rome.









Bernoulli

 
/bərˈno͞o(l)ē/





I.
 
a Swiss family that produced many eminent mathematicians and scientists.




II.
 


Jakob

 (1654–1705), a professor of mathematics; also known as 
Jacques

 or 
James Bernoulli

 . He made discoveries in calculus and contributed to geometry and the theory of probabilities.




III.
 


Johann

 (1667–1748), the brother of Jakob; also known as 
Jean

 or 
John Bernoulli

 . He contributed to differential and integral calculus.




IV.
 


Daniel

 (1700–82), son of Johann. His greatest contributions were to hydrodynamics and mathematical physics.









Bernoulli's principle





I.
 
noun




the principle in hydrodynamics that an increase in the velocity of a stream of fluid results in a decrease in pressure. Also called 
Bernoulli effect

 or 
Bernoulli theorem

 .











– origin

 Named for Swiss mathematician Daniel Bernoulli (1700–82).





Bernstein, Carl

 
/ˈbərnˌstēn, -ˌstīn/






(1944–), US journalist. He was the 
Washington Post

 reporter who, with Bob Woodward, broke the story of the 1972 Watergate burglary and traced the financial payoffs to President Nixon. With Woodward, he wrote 
All The President's Men

 (1974) and 
The Final Days

 (1976).









Bernstein, Leonard






(1918–90), US composer, conductor, and pianist. He was a conductor with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra 1945–48 and 1957–69. Notable works: 
The Age of Anxiety

 (symphony, 1947–49), 
West Side Story

 (musical, 1957), and music for the movie 
On the Waterfront

 (1954).









Berra, Yogi

 
/ˈberə/






(1925–), US baseball player and manager; born 
Lawrence Peter Berra

 . A New York Yankee (1946–63) for all but one season of his playing career, he set the record for most home runs (313) by a catcher in the American League. Baseball Hall of Fame (1972).









berried

 
/ˈberēd/






adjective



1.
 
bearing or covered with berries.




2.
 
like a berry or berries, as in flavor or shape.




3.
 
(of crustaceans or fish) bearing eggs.














berry

 
/ˈberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small roundish juicy fruit without a stone




•
 
juniper berries




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
berry clusters.










2.
 


[Botany]

 any fruit that has its seeds enclosed in a fleshy pulp, for example, a banana or tomato.




3.
 
any of various kernels or seeds, such as the coffee bean.




4.
 
a fish egg or the roe of a lobster or similar creature.











– origin

 Old English 
berie

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bes

 and German 
Beere

 .





Berry, Chuck

 
/ˈberē/






(1926–), US rock-and-roll singer, guitarist, and songwriter; full name 
Charles Edward Berry

 . One of the first great rock-and-roll stars, his recording career was interrupted by a period of imprisonment 1962–64. Notable songs: 
“Maybellene”

 (1955), 
“Johnny B Goode”

 (1958), and 
“My Ding A Ling”

 (1972).









berrying

 
/ˈberēiNG/






noun




the activity of gathering berries




•
 
let's 
go berrying

 .



















Berryman, John

 
/ˈberēmən/






(1914–72), US poet and educator. His notable works include the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
77 Dream Songs

 (1964).










berseem clover

 
/bərˌsēm ˈklōvər/






noun




a white-flowered clover. Native to Egypt and Syria, it is an established forage plant in the southern US.

Also called Egyptian clover
 . [
Trifolium alexandrinum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













berserk

 
/bərˈzərk bərˈsərk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) out of control with anger or excitement; wild or frenzied




•
 
after she left him, he 
went berserk

 , throwing things about the apartment.










2.
 
(of a device, system, or activity) operating in a wild or erratic way; fluctuating wildly




•
 
the climate control went berserk and either roasted or froze us




•
 
the stock market's gone berserk.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally as a noun denoting a wild Norse warrior who fought with frenzy): from Old Norse 
berserkr

 (noun), probably from 
birn-

 , 
bjǫrn

 (see bear
 2
 ) + 
serkr

 ‘coat,’ but also possibly from 
berr

 ‘bare’ (i.e., without armor).





berserker

 
/bərˈzərkər, -ˈsər-/






noun




an ancient Norse warrior who fought in a wild frenzy.














berth

 
/bərTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ship's allotted place at a wharf or dock.




2.
 
a fixed bed or bunk on a ship, train, or other means of transport.




3.
 


‹informal›

 (often in a sports context) a situation or position in an organization or event




•
 
today's victory clinched a berth for the Orioles in the playoffs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
moor (a ship) in its allotted place




•
 
these modern ships can almost berth themselves.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship) dock




•
 
the Dutch freighter berthed at the Brooklyn docks.










3.
 
(of a passenger ship) provide a sleeping place for (someone).








III.
 
phrases





give a wide berth





a.
 
steer (a ship) well clear of something while passing it




•
 
ships are advised to give a wide berth to the Outer Banks.










b.
 
stay away from someone or something




•
 
I'd sworn to give women a wide berth.





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘adequate sea room’): probably from a nautical use of bear
 1
 + -th
 2
 .





bertha

 
/ˈbərTHə/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a deep collar, typically made of lace, attached to the top of a dress that has a low neckline.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the given name 
Bertha

 .





berthing

 
/ˈbərTHiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of mooring a ship




•
 
as soon as the berthing was complete, they went ashore.










2.
 
mooring position; accommodation in berths




•
 
there were more than 12 miles of berthing.



















Bertillon, Alphonse

 
/ˈbərtlˌän, ˌbertēˈyôN/






(1853–1914), French criminologist. He devised a system of body measurements (the 
Bertillon system

 ) for the identification of criminals, which was widely used until superseded by the technique of fingerprinting at the beginning of the 20th century.









Bertolucci, Bernardo

 
/ˌbertlˈo͞oCHē/






(1940–), Italian movie director. Notable works: 
The Spider's Stratagem

 (1970), 
Last Tango in Paris

 (1972), 
The Last Emperor

 (1987), and 
The Dreamers

 (2003).









Berwyn

 
/ˈbərˌwən/






a city in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 49,919 (est. 2008).










beryl

 
/ˈberəl/





I.
 
noun




a transparent pale green, blue, or yellow mineral consisting of a silicate of beryllium and aluminum, sometimes used as a gemstone.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
beril

 , via Latin from Greek 
bērullos

 .





berylliosis

 
/bəˌrilēˈōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 poisoning by beryllium or beryllium compounds, especially by inhalation causing fibrosis of the lungs.













beryllium

 
/bəˈrilēəm/






noun




(Symbol: 
Be

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 4, a hard gray metal.

Beryllium is the lightest of the alkaline earth metals, and its chief source is the mineral beryl. It is used in the manufacture of light corrosion-resistant alloys and in windows in X-ray equipment.













Berzelius, Jöns Jakob

 
/bərˈzālēəs, -ˈzē-/






(1779–1848), Swedish analytical chemist. He determined the atomic weights of many elements and discovered cerium, selenium, and thorium.









Bes

 
/bes /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a grotesque god depicted as having short legs, an obese body, and an almost bestial face, who dispelled evil spirits.









Besançon

 
/ˈbezänsän/






a city in northeastern France; pop. 121,012 (2006).









Beschloss, Michael

 
/ˈbeSHlôs/






(1955–), US historian and writer. Among his books on the twentieth-century presidency are 
Mayday: Eisenhower, Khrushchev, and the U-2 Affair

 (1986), 
The Crisis Years: Kennedy and Khrushchev, 1960–1963

 (1991), and 
The Conquerors: Roosevelt, Truman, and the Destruction of Hitler's Germany, 1941–1945

 (2002).










beseech

 
/bəˈsēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 ask (someone) urgently and fervently to do something; implore; entreat


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
they beseeched him to stay




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they earnestly beseeched his forgiveness




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You have got to believe me,” Gloria beseeched him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
beseeching

 )
 
a beseeching gaze.














II.
 
derivatives





beseechingly

 
/bəˈsēCHiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from be-
 (as an intensifier) + Old English 
sēcan

 (see seek
 ).





beseem

 
/bəˈsēm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 seem; befit.













beset

 
/bəˈset/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a problem or difficulty) trouble or threaten persistently




•
 
the social problems that beset the inner city




•
 
she was 
beset with

 self-doubt




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
poverty is a besetting problem.










2.
 
surround and harass; assail on all sides




•
 
I was beset by clouds of flies.










3.
 
hem in; enclose




•
 
the ship was beset by ice.










4.
 
(
be beset with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 be covered or studded with




•
 
blades of grass beset with glistening drops of dew.

















– origin

 Old English 
besettan

 , from be-
 ‘around’ + 
settan

 (see set
 1
 ).





beshrew

 
/bəˈSHro͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make wicked; deprave.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 invoke evil upon; curse; blame for a misfortune.













beside

 
/bəˈsīd/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
at the side of; next to




•
 
he sat beside me in the front seat




•
 
on the table beside the bed.










2.
 
compared with




•
 
beside Beth's idealism, my priorities looked shabby.










3.
 
in addition to; apart from




•
 
he commissioned work from other artists beside Rivera.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beside oneself






overcome with worry or anger; distraught




•
 
she was 
beside herself with

 anguish.















2.
 
beside the point






see point
 .















– origin

 Old English 
be sīdan

 (adverb) ‘by the side’ (see by
 , side
 ). / 
usage:

 It is sometimes said that 
beside

 should not be used to mean ‘apart from’ and that 
besides

 should be used instead (he commissioned work from other artists 
besides

 Minton rather than he commissioned work from other artists 
beside

 Minton). Although there is little logical basis for such a view, and in standard English both 
beside

 and 
besides

 are used for this sense, it is worth being aware of the potential ambiguity in the use of 
beside

 : 
beside

 the cold meat, there are platters of trout and salmon means either ‘the cold meat is next to the trout and salmon’ or ‘apart from the cold meat, there are also trout and salmon.’ 
Beside

 is always the word to use in the phrases 
beside the point

 and 
beside oneself

 .





besides

 
/bəˈsīdz/





I.
 
preposition




in addition to; apart from




•
 
I have no other family besides my parents




•
 
besides being a player, he was my friend.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in addition; as well




•
 
I'm capable of doing the work, and a lot more besides.










2.
 
moreover; anyway




•
 
I had no time to warn you. Besides, I wasn't sure.

















usage:

 See usage at beside
 .





besiege

 
/bəˈsēj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround (a place) with armed forces in order to capture it or force its surrender; lay siege to




•
 
the guerrillas continued to besiege other major cities to the north




•
 (as 
adj.

 
besieged

 )
 
the besieged city.










2.
 
crowd around oppressively; surround and harass




•
 
she spent the whole day besieged by newsmen.










3.
 
(
be besieged

 )
 — be inundated by large numbers of requests or complaints




•
 
the television station was 
besieged with

 calls.














II.
 
derivatives





besieger

 
/bəˈsējər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: alteration (by change of prefix) of 
assiege

 , from Old French 
asegier

 .





besiegement

 
/bəˈsējmənt/






noun




aggressive pressure or intimidation




•
 
the policy of political besiegement.



















besmear

 
/bəˈsmir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 smear or cover with a greasy or sticky substance.











– origin

 Old English 
bismierwan

 (see be-
 , smear
 ).





besmirch

 
/bəˈsmərCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
damage the reputation of (someone or something) in the opinion of others




•
 
he had besmirched the good name of his family.










2.
 


‹literary›

 make (something) dirty or discolored




•
 
the ground was besmirched with blood.

















– origin

 from be-
 + smirch
 .





besom

 
/ˈbēzəm/





I.
 
noun




a broom made of twigs tied around a stick.











– origin

 Old English 
besema

 ; related to Dutch 
bezem

 and German 
Besen

 .





besotted

 
/bəˈsädəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strongly infatuated




•
 
he became 
besotted with

 his best friend's sister.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 intoxicated; drunk.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: past participle of 
besot

 ‘make foolishly affectionate,’ from be-
 ‘cause to be’ + sot
 .





besought

 
/biˈsôt/






past and past participle of beseech
 .









bespatter

 
/bəˈspadər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
splash small drops of a liquid substance all over (an object or surface)




•
 
his shoes were 
bespattered with

 mud.




















bespeak

 
/bəˈspēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an appearance or action) suggest; be evidence of




•
 
the attractive tree-lined road bespoke money.










2.
 
order or reserve (something) in advance




•
 
obtaining the affidavits that it has been necessary to bespeak.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 speak to




•
 
and in disgrace bespoke him thus.

















– origin

 Old English 
bisprecan

 ‘speak up, speak out’ (see be-
 , speak
 ), later ‘discuss, decide on,’ hence ‘arrange, order’ (
sense

 2, late 16th cent).





bespeckle

 
/bəˈspekəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark or cover with a large number of small spots or patches of color




•
 
the designer whose trademark is to bespeckle his dresses with diamonds.



















bespectacled

 
/bəˈspektəkəld/






adjective




(of a person) wearing eyeglasses




•
 
a bespectacled, studious youth.



















bespoke

 
/bəˈspōk/





I.
 
past of bespeak
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of goods, especially clothing) made to order




•
 
a bespoke suit.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a trader) creating made-to-order goods




•
 
bespoke tailors.



















bespoken

 
/bəˈspōkən/






past participle of bespeak
 .









besprent

 
/bəˈsprent/






adjective

 — [
archaic

 ]


1.
 
sprinkled.













besprinkle

 
/bəˈspriNGk(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 sprinkle all over with small drops or amounts of a substance




•
 
their lips were 
besprinkled with

 flakes of pastry.



















Bessarabia

 
/ˌbesəˈrābēə/





I.
 
a region in eastern Europe between the Dniester and Prut rivers. It was part of Romania 1918–40, but now lies in Moldova and Ukraine.




II.
 
derivatives





Bessarabian






adjective, noun





















Bessel, Friedrich Wilhelm

 
/ˈbesəl/






(1784–1846), German astronomer and mathematician. He determined the positions of about 75,000 stars, obtained accurate measurements of stellar distances, and, following a study of the orbit of Uranus, predicted the existence of an eighth planet.









Bessemer

 
/ˈbesəmər/






a city in north central Alabama, a steel and industrial center southwest of Birmingham; pop. 28,542 (est. 2008).









Bessemer, Sir Henry






(1813–98), English engineer and inventor. By 1860 he had developed the Bessemer process, the first successful method of making steel in quantity at low cost.









Bessemer process






noun




a steel-making process, now largely superseded, in which carbon, silicon, and other impurities are removed from molten pig iron by oxidation in a blast of air in a special tilting retort (a 
Bessemer converter

 ).














best

 
/best/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the most excellent, effective, or desirable type or quality




•
 
the best pitcher in the league




•
 
how to obtain the best results from your machine




•
 
her best black suit.










2.
 
most enjoyable




•
 
some of the best times of my life.










3.
 
most appropriate, advantageous, or well advised




•
 
do whatever you think best




•
 
it's best if we both go.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
to the highest degree; most




•
 
the one we liked best




•
 
you knew him best




•
 
well-drained soil suits it best.










2.
 
most excellently or effectively




•
 
the best-dressed man in Hollywood




•
 
the things we do best.










3.
 
most suitably, appropriately, or usefully




•
 
this is best done at home




•
 
jokes are best avoided in essays.














III.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the best

 )


1.
 
that which is the most excellent, outstanding, or desirable




•
 
buy the best you can afford




•
 
Sarah always had to be 
the best at

 everything




•
 
this year’s event will cover the best of both domestic and international manufacturing practices.










2.
 
the most meritorious aspect of a thing or person




•
 
he 
brought out the best in

 people.










3.
 
(
one's best

 )
 — the peak of condition; the highest standard or level that a person or thing can reach




•
 
this is jazz 
at its best






•
 
try to 
look your best

 .










4.
 
(
one's best

 )
 — one's finest or most formal clothes




•
 
she dressed in her best.










5.
 
(in sports) a record performance




•
 
a lifetime best of 12.0 seconds.







See also personal best
 .








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 outwit or get the better of (someone)




•
 
she refused to allow herself to be bested.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
all the best






said or written to wish a person well on ending a letter or parting.









2.
 
as best one can (or may)






as effectively as possible under the circumstances




•
 
I went about my job as best I could.















3.
 
at best






taking the most optimistic or favorable view




•
 
signs of recovery are patchy at best.















4.
 
at (or in) the best of times






even in the most favorable circumstances




•
 
his memory is poor at the best of times.















5.
 
be for (or all for) the best






be desirable in the end, although not at first seeming so.









6.
 
best of (or in) breed





a.
 
the animal in a show judged to be the best representative of its breed.




b.
 
any item or product considered to be the best of its kind




•
 
their technology is still considered best of breed, and demand for their products is still growing.















7.
 
the best of friends






very good friends.









8.
 
the best of three (or five, etc.)






victory achieved by winning the majority of a specified (usually odd) number of games.









9.
 
the best part of






most of




•
 
it took them the best part of 10 years.















10.
 
best wishes





a.
 
an expression of hope for someone's future happiness or welfare




•
 
we sent our 
best wishes for

 a speedy recovery.










b.
 
written at the end of a letter




•
 
Best wishes, Celia.















11.
 
one's best years






the most vigorous and productive period of one's life; one's prime




•
 
he had spent 
the best years of his life

 working at the stables.















12.
 
do (or try) one's best






do all one can




•
 
Ruth 
did her best to

 reassure her.















13.
 
get the best of






overcome (someone)




•
 
his drinking got the best of him and he was fired.















14.
 
had best do something






find it most sensible or well advised to do the thing mentioned




•
 
I'd best be going.















15.
 
make the best of





a.
 
derive what limited advantage one can from (something unsatisfactory or unwelcome)




•
 
you'll just have to make the best of the situation.










b.
 
use (resources) as well as possible




•
 
he tried to make the best of his talents.















16.
 
to the best of one's ability






see ability
 .









17.
 
to the best of one's knowledge






see knowledge
 .









18.
 
with the best of them






as well or as much as anyone




•
 
he'll be out there dancing with the best of them.





















– origin

 Old English 
betest

 (adjective), 
betost

 , 
betst

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
best

 , also to better
 1
 . / 
usage:

 On the punctuation of 
best

 in compound adjectives, see usage at well
 1
 .





Best, Charles Herbert

 
/best/






(1899–1978), Canadian physiologist; born in the US. He assisted Frederick G. Banting in research leading to the discovery of insulin in 1922.









best ball






noun






[Golf]

 the better score at a hole of two or more players competing as a team


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a best-ball match.



















best boy

 
/ˈbes(t) ˌboi/






noun




the assistant to the chief electrician of a movie crew.













best buy






noun




an item or product that gives the best value for money out of all its competitors.













bestest

 
/ˈbestəst/






adjective






‹informal›

 the very best




•
 
you're the bestest friend I've ever had.



















best friend






noun




a person's closest friend




•
 
Michael was Frank's best friend




•
 
he's 
best friends with

 Eddie




•
 
within a month we were best friends.




















bestial

 
/ˈbesCHəl ˈbēsCHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like an animal or animals




•
 
Darwin's revelations about our bestial beginnings.










2.
 
savagely cruel and depraved




•
 
bestial and barbaric acts.














II.
 
derivatives





bestially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
bestialis

 , from Latin 
bestia

 ‘beast.’





bestiality

 
/ˌbesCHēˈalədē ˌbisCHēˈalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
savagely cruel or depraved behavior




•
 
there seems no end to the bestiality of human beings.










2.
 
sexual intercourse between a person and an animal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bestialite

 , from 
bestial

 (see bestial
 ).





bestiary

 
/ˈbesCHēˌerē ˈbēsCHēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a descriptive or anecdotal treatise on various real or mythical kinds of animals, especially a medieval work with a moralizing tone.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
bestiarium

 , from Latin 
bestia

 ‘beast.’





bestie

 
/ˈbestē/






noun






‹informal›

 a person's best friend.













bestir

 
/bəˈstər/






verb

 — (
bestir oneself

 )


1.
 
make a physical or mental effort; exert or rouse oneself




•
 
they rarely bestir themselves except in the most pressing of circumstances.



















best-loved






adjective




most popular or favored




•
 
one of America's best-loved broadcasters.



















best man






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a male friend or relative chosen by a bridegroom to assist him at his wedding.













best-of






noun




a list or collection comprising the best examples of something




•
 
foodies have flocked like sheep to this critic's best-ofs




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a best-of CD.




















bestow

 
/bəˈstō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confer or present (an honor, right, or gift)




•
 
the office was 
bestowed on

 him by the chief of state




•
 
thank you for this honor that you have 
bestowed upon

 me




•
 


‹figurative›

 she bestowed her nicest smile on Jim.














II.
 
derivatives





bestowal

 
/bəˈstōəl /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
bistowen

 (in the sense ‘use for, devote to’): from be-
 (as an intensifier) + 
stowen

 ‘to place,’ from Old English 
stōw

 ‘place.’





best practice






noun




commercial or professional procedures that are accepted or prescribed as being correct or most effective.




•
 
the proprietors are keen to ensure best practice in food preparation, storage, and serving.



















bestrew

 
/bəˈstro͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 cover or partly cover (a surface) with scattered objects




•
 
the bride's train was 
bestrewn with

 rose petals.










2.
 


‹literary›

 (of objects) lie scattered over (a surface)




•
 
sweeping away the sand and rubbish that bestrewed it.

















– origin

 Old English 
bestrēowian

 (see be-
 , strew
 ).





bestride

 
/bəˈstrīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stand astride over; span or straddle




•
 


‹figurative›

 creatures that bestride the dividing line between amphibians and reptiles.










2.
 
sit astride on




•
 
he bestrode his horse with the easy grace of a born horseman.

















– origin

 Old English 
bestrīdan

 (see be-
 , stride
 ).





bestseller

 
/ˌbestˈselər/






noun




a book or other product that sells in very large numbers




•
 
her autobiography is an international bestseller.



















bestselling

 
/ˌbestˈseliNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a book or other product) having very large sales; very popular




•
 
a bestselling novel.



















besuited

 
/bəˈso͞odəd/






adjective




(of a person, especially a man) wearing a suit




•
 
the personification of Bloated Washington, heaving his besuited bulk from stump to stump.




















bet

 
/bet/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — risk something, usually a sum of money, against someone else's on the basis of the outcome of a future event, such as the result of a race or game




•
 


betting on

 horses




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I would be prepared to bet that what he really wanted was to settle down




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
most people would 
bet

 their life savings 
on

 this prospect.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — risk a sum of money against (someone) on the outcome or happening of a future event


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
I'll bet you $15 you won't find a single scratch.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 feel sure




•
 


I bet

 this place is really spooky late at night




•
 
he'll be surprised to see me, 
I'll bet

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of risking a sum of money on the outcome of a future event




•
 
every Saturday she had 
a bet on

 the horses.










2.
 
a sum of money staked on the outcome of a future event




•
 
the bookies are taking bets on his possible successor.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a candidate or course of action to choose; an option




•
 


your best bet

 is to call a professional exterminator.










4.
 
(
one's bet

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an opinion, typically one formed quickly or spontaneously




•
 
my bet is that the president will veto the bill.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all bets are off








‹informal›

 the outcome of a situation is unpredictable.









2.
 
bet the farm








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 risk everything that one owns on a bet, investment, or enterprise




•
 
they're betting the farm on this merger bid.















3.
 
don't (or I wouldn't) bet on it








‹informal›

 used to express doubt about an assertion or situation




•
 
he may be a suitable companion—but don't bet on it.















4.
 
want to (or wanna) bet?








‹informal›

 used to express vigorous disagreement with a confident assertion




•
 
“You can't be with me every moment.” “Want to bet?”















5.
 
you bet








‹informal›

 you may be sure; certainly




•
 
“Would you like this piece of pie?” “You bet!”





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps a shortening of the obsolete noun 
abet

 ‘abetment.’





bet.






abbreviation




between.














beta

 
/ˈbādə/






noun



1.
 
the second letter of the Greek alphabet (
Β

 , 
β

 ), transliterated as ‘b.’




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the second of a series of items, categories, forms of a chemical compound, etc.




•
 
beta carotene




•
 
beta blocker.










3.
 


‹informal›

 short for beta test
 :




•
 
their database system is currently 
in beta






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
beta software.










4.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Beta

 )
 — the second (usually second-brightest) star in a constellation




•
 
Beta Virginis.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to beta decay or beta particles




•
 
beta emitters.



















beta-adrenergic






adjective




of, relating to, or affecting beta receptors




•
 
sympathetic nerves that stimulate beta-adrenergic receptors.



















beta blocker

 
/ˈbādə ˌbläkər/






noun




any of a class of drugs that prevent the stimulation of the adrenergic receptors responsible for increased cardiac action. Beta blockers are used to control heart rhythm, treat angina, and reduce high blood pressure.













Betacam

 
/ˈbādəˌkam/






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a high quality format for video cameras and recorders.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 a camera using the Betacam format.













beta cell






noun




any of the insulin-producing cells in the islets of Langerhans.













beta decay






noun




radioactive decay in which an electron is emitted.













beta endorphin






noun




an endorphin produced in the pituitary gland that is a powerful pain suppressor.













betaine

 
/ˈbēdəˌēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound with basic properties found in many plant juices.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )3
 N+
 —CH2
 CO2
 –
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any zwitterionic compound of the type represented by betaine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
beta

 ‘beet’ (because originally isolated from sugar beet) + -ine
 4
 .






betake

 
/bəˈtāk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
betake oneself to

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 go to




•
 
I shall betake myself to my room.



















Betamax

 
/ˈbādəˌmaks/






noun






‹trademark›

 a format for video recorders, now largely obsolete.













beta particle

 
beta ray






noun






[Physics]

 a fast-moving electron emitted by radioactive decay of substances. (The emission of beta particles was originally regarded as a ray.).













beta receptor






noun




an adrenergic receptor in the sympathetic nervous system, stimulation of which results especially in increased cardiac activity.













beta rhythm






noun






[Physiology]

 the normal electrical activity of the brain when conscious and alert, consisting of oscillations (
beta waves

 ) with a frequency of 18 to 25 hertz.














beta test





I.
 
noun




a trial of machinery, software, or other products, in the final stages of its development, carried out by a party unconnected with its development.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (a product) to a beta test.













betatron

 
/ˈbādəˌträn/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an apparatus for accelerating electrons in a circular path by magnetic induction.











– origin

 1940s: from beta
 + -tron
 .






beta version






noun






[Computing]

 a version of a piece of software that is made available for testing, typically by a limited number of users outside the company that is developing it, before its general release




•
 
having fooled around with a beta version, I have to say that it's a technical marvel.







Compare with alpha version
 .













betcha

 
/ˈbeCHə /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
contraction




bet you (used to express confidence or certainty that something is the case or will happen)




•
 
betcha can't find a better apartment




•
 
I betcha 98% of Americans wouldn't know who he is.














II.
 
phrases





you betcha








‹informal›

 used to express certainty or as a strongly positive response




•
 
Had she pictured herself in a Broadway role? You betcha




•
 
‘You have everything under control?’ ‘You betcha!’























betel

 
/ˈbēdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the leaf of an Asian evergreen climbing plant that is used in the East as a mild stimulant. Parings of areca nut, lime, and cinnamon are wrapped in the leaf, which is then chewed, causing the saliva to go red and, with prolonged use, the teeth to go black.




2.
 
the plant, related to pepper, from which the betel leaves are taken.

[
Piper betle

 , family 
Piperaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Portuguese from Malayalam 
veṛṛila

 .





Betelgeuse

 
/ˈbēdlˌjo͞os, ˈbedlˌjo͞os, ˈbēdlˌjo͞oz, ˈbedlˌjo͞oz /

 

‹Astronomy›


 
Betelgeux





I.
 
the tenth brightest star in the sky, in the constellation Orion. It is a red supergiant, and variations in its brightness are associated with pulsations in its outer envelope.







– origin

 French, alteration of Arabic 
yad al-jauzā

 ‘hand of the giant’ (the giant being Orion).






betel nut

 
/ˈbēdl ˌnət/






noun




another term for areca nut
 .













betel palm






noun




another term for areca
 .













bête noire

 
/ˌbāt ˈnwär ˌbet ˈnwär/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that one particularly dislikes




•
 
great-uncle Edward was my father's bête noire.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘black beast.’





beth

 
/bāt bāTH bās/






noun




the second letter of the Hebrew alphabet.













Bethany

 
/ˈbeTHənē/






a city in central Oklahoma, west of Oklahoma City; pop. 19,729 (est. 2008).









bethel

 
/ˈbeTHəl/






noun



1.
 
a holy place.




2.
 
a chapel for seamen.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a Nonconformist chapel.













Bethel

 
/ˈbeTHəl/






a town in the Catskill Mountains, in southeastern New York; pop. 4,543 (est. 2008). It is the actual site of the 1969 Woodstock music festival.









Bethel Park






a borough in southwestern Pennsylvania, south of Pittsburgh; pop. 31,562 (est. 2008).









Bethesda

 
/bəˈTHezdə/






an affluent unincorporated suburb in central Maryland, north of Washington, DC. It is home to the National Institutes of Health; pop. 55,277 (2000).









bethink

 
/bəˈTHiNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — (
bethink oneself

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 think on reflection; come to think




•
 
he 
bethought himself of

 the verse from the Book of Proverbs




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the council bethought itself that this plan would leave room for future expansion.

















– origin

 Old English 
bithencan

 (see be-
 , think
 ).






Bethlehem

 
/ˈbeTHləhem/





I.
 
a small town 5 miles (8 km) south of Jerusalem, in the West Bank; pop. 43,100 (est. 2009). It was the native city of King David and is the reputed birthplace of Jesus.




II.
 
an industrial city in eastern Pennsylvania, on the Lehigh River; pop. 72,241 (est. 2008). It is noted for the manufacturing of steel.









Bethune, Mary McLeod

 
/bəˈTH(y)o͞on/






(1875–1955), US educator; full name 
Mary Jane McLeod Bethune

 . In 1904, she founded the Daytona Normal and Industrial Institute for Negro Girls, which, with the Cookman Institute, became Bethune-Cookman College in 1923. Bethune was founder and first president 1935–49 of the National Council of Negro Women.









betide

 
/bəˈtīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 happen




•
 
I waited with beating heart, as yet not knowing what would betide.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 happen to (someone)




•
 
she was trembling with fear lest worse might betide her.














II.
 
phrases





woe betide






see woe
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from be-
 (as an intensifier) + obsolete 
tide

 ‘befall,’ from Old English 
tīdan

 ‘happen,’ from 
tīd

 (see tide
 ).





betimes

 
/bəˈtīmz/





I.
 
adverb






‹literary›

 before the usual or expected time; early




•
 
next morning I was up betimes.

















– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
betime

 (see by
 , time
 ).





bêtise

 
/beˈtēz/





I.
 
noun




a foolish or ill-timed remark or action.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally‘stupidity.’





betoken

 
/bəˈtōkən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 be a sign of; indicate




•
 
she wondered if his cold, level gaze betokened indifference or anger.










2.
 


‹literary›

 be a warning or indication of (a future event)




•
 
the falling comet betokened the true end of Merlin's powers.

















– origin

 Old English 
betācnian

 , from be-
 (as an intensifier) + 
tācnian

 ‘signify,’ of Germanic origin; related to token
 .





betony

 
/ˈbet(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Eurasian plant of the mint family that bears spikes of showy purple flowers.

[
Stachys officinalis

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of plants that resemble the betony, e.g., 
wood betony

 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
betoine

 , based on Latin 
betonica

 , perhaps from the name of an Iberian tribe.





betook

 
/bəˈto͝ok/






past of betake
 .









betray

 
/bəˈtrā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expose (one's country, a group, or a person) to danger by treacherously giving information to an enemy




•
 
a double agent who 
betrayed

 some 400 British and French agents 
to

 the Germans.










2.
 
treacherously reveal (secrets or information)




•
 
many of those employed by diplomats betrayed secrets and sold classified documents.










3.
 
be disloyal to




•
 
his friends were shocked when he betrayed them.










4.
 
unintentionally reveal; be evidence of




•
 
she drew a deep breath that betrayed her indignation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
betrayal

 
/bəˈtrāəl bēˈtrāəl /






noun













2.
 
betrayer

 
/bəˈtrāər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from be-
 ‘thoroughly’ + obsolete 
tray

 ‘betray,’ from Old French 
trair

 , based on Latin 
tradere

 ‘hand over.’ Compare with traitor
 .





betroth

 
/bəˈtrōT͟H bəˈtrôTH /bəˈtrōT͟H bəˈtrôTH//





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be betrothed

 )


1.
 


‹dated›

 enter into a formal agreement to marry




•
 
soon I shall be 
betrothed to

 Isabel.














II.
 
derivatives





betrothal

 
/bəˈtrōT͟Həl bəˈtrôTHəl /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
betreuthe

 : from be-
 (expressing transitivity) + truth
 . The change in the second syllable was due to association with troth
 .





betrothed

 
/bəˈtrōT͟Hd bəˈtrôTHd/






noun

 — (
one's betrothed

 )


1.
 
the person to whom one is engaged




•
 
how long have you known your betrothed?



















Bettelheim, Bruno

 
/ˈbetlˌhīm/






(1903–90), US psychologist; born in Austria. His experiences in Nazi Germany helped him to develop revolutionary theories and therapies for autistic children.









Bettendorf

 
/ˈbetnˌdôrf/






an industrial city in southeastern Iowa, on the Mississippi River; pop. 32,584 (est. 2008). It is one of the Quad Cities.










better1


 
/ˈbedər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a more excellent or effective type or quality




•
 
hoping for better weather




•
 
the new facilities were far better




•
 
I'm 
better at

 algebra than Alice.







[comparative of good
 .]




2.
 
more appropriate, advantageous, or well advised




•
 
there couldn't be a better time to start this job




•
 
it might be better to borrow the money.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — partly or fully recovered from illness, injury, or mental stress; less unwell




•
 
she's much better today




•
 
his leg was getting better




•
 
we'll feel a lot better after a decent night's sleep.







[comparative of well
 1
 .]








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
more excellently or effectively




•
 
Johnny could do better if he tried




•
 
instruments are generally better made these days.










2.
 
to a greater degree; more




•
 
I liked it better when we lived in the country




•
 
you may find alternatives that suit you better.










3.
 
more suitably, appropriately, or usefully




•
 
the money could be better spent on more urgent cases.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
the better one; that which is better




•
 
the Natural History Museum book is by far the better of the two




•
 
a change 
for the better

 .










2.
 
(
one's betters

 )
 — 

‹chiefly dated›

 
‹humorous›

 one's superiors in social class or ability




•
 
amusing themselves by imitating their betters.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
improve on or surpass (an existing or previous level or achievement)




•
 
bettering his previous time by ten minutes.










2.
 
make (something) better; improve




•
 
his ideas for bettering the working conditions.










3.
 
(
better oneself

 )
 — achieve a better social position or status




•
 
the residents are mostly welfare mothers who have bettered themselves.










4.
 
overcome or defeat (someone)




•
 
she bettered him at archery.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
be better off






be in a better position, especially in financial terms




•
 
the promotion would make her about $750 a year better off




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the better off

 )
 
a paper read mainly by the better off.















2.
 
the —— the better






used to emphasize the importance or desirability of the quality or thing specified




•
 
the sooner we're off, the better




•
 
the more people there the better.















3.
 
the better part of






almost all of; most of




•
 
it is the better part of a mile.















4.
 
better safe than sorry








‹proverb›

 it's wiser to be cautious than to be hasty or rash and so do something you may later regret.









5.
 
better than








(N. Amer.)

 more than




•
 
he'd lived there for better than twenty years.















6.
 
the better to ——






so as to —— better




•
 
he leaned closer the better to hear her.















7.
 
for better or (for) worse






whether the outcome is good or bad




•
 
ours, for better or for worse, is the century of youth.















8.
 
get the better of






(often of something immaterial) win an advantage over (someone); defeat or outwit




•
 
curiosity got the better of her.















9.
 
go one better





a.
 
narrowly surpass a previous effort or achievement




•
 
I want to go one better this time and score.










b.
 
narrowly outdo (another person)




•
 
he went one better than Jack by reaching the finals.















10.
 
had better do something






would find it wiser to do something; ought to do something




•
 
you had better be careful.















11.
 
have the better of






be more successful in a contest




•
 
she usually had the better of these debates.















12.
 
no (or little) better than






just (or almost) the same as; merely




•
 
government officials who were often no better than bandits.





















– origin

 Old English 
betera

 (adjective), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
beter

 and German 
besser

 , also to best
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 In the verb phrase 
had

 better do something, the word 
had

 acts like an auxiliary verb; in informal spoken contexts, it is often dropped, as in you 
better

 not come tonight. In writing, the 
had

 may be contracted to 
’d

 (you'd better call), but it should not be dropped altogether (not you better call). 
2

 On the punctuation of 
better

 in compound adjectives, see usage at well
 1
 .





better2


 
/ˈbedər/






noun




variant spelling of bettor
 .













better half






noun






‹informal›

 a person's wife, husband, or partner.













betterment

 
/ˈbedərmənt/






noun



1.
 
the act or process of improving something




•
 
they believed that what they were doing was vital for the betterment of society




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
working at betterment projects throughout the city.










2.
 
the enhanced value of real property arising from local improvements


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a betterment charge.



















betting

 
/ˈbediNG/






noun




the act of gambling money on the outcome of a race, game, or other unpredictable event




•
 
there was a good deal of 
betting on

 the races going on.



















betting slip






noun




a slip of paper on which a bet is entered.













bettong

 
/bəˈtôNG, -ˈtäNG/





I.
 
noun




a short-nosed rat kangaroo found in Australia.

[Family 
Potoroidae

 : two genera, in particular 
Bettongia

 , and several species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk.






bettor

 
/ˈbedər /

 
better






noun






(chiefly US)

 a person who bets, typically regularly or habitually.














between

 
/bəˈtwēn /

 
bet.





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
at, into, or across the space separating (two objects or regions)




•
 
the border between Mexico and the United States




•
 
the dog crawled between us and lay down at our feet




•
 
those who travel by train between London and Paris.










2.
 
expressing movement from one side or point to the other and back again




•
 
traveling by train between London and Paris.










3.
 
in the period separating (two points in time)




•
 
they snack between meals




•
 
the long, cold nights between autumn and spring.










4.
 
in the interval separating (two points on a scale)




•
 
a man aged between 18 and 30




•
 
between 25 and 40 percent off children's clothes




•
 
the difference between income and expenditure.










5.
 
indicating a connection or relationship involving two or more parties




•
 
the relationship between Pauline and Chris




•
 
negotiations between the two companies are continuing




•
 
links between science and industry.










6.
 
with reference to a collision or conflict




•
 
a collision in midair between two light aircraft above Geneva




•
 
the wars between Carthage and Rome.










7.
 
with reference to a choice or differentiation involving two or more things being considered together




•
 
if you have to choose between two or three different options.










8.
 
by combining the resources or actions of (two or more people or other entities)




•
 
we have created something between us




•
 
oxygen and nitrogen between them account for 99 per cent of air.










9.
 
shared by (two or more people or things)




•
 
they had drunk between them a bottle of Chianti.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or along the space separating two objects or regions




•
 
layers of paper with tar 
in between






•
 
from Leipzig to Dresden, with the gentle Elbe flowing between.










2.
 
in the period separating two points in time




•
 
sets of exercises with no rest 
in between

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
between ourselves (or you and me)






in confidence




•
 
just between you and me, I don't think it is going to happen.















2.
 
(in) between times






in the intervals between other actions




•
 
I have seen to the needs of my child, and in between times I have cooked the meals.





















– origin

 Old English 
betwēonum

 , from 
be

 ‘by’ + a Germanic word related to two
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 
Between

 is used in speaking of two things, people, etc.: we must choose between two equally unattractive alternatives. 
Among

 is used for collective and undefined relations of usually three or more: agreement on landscaping was reached among all the neighbors. But where there are more than two parties involved, 
between

 may be used to express one-to-one relationships of pairs within the group or the sense 'shared by': there is close friendship between the members of the club; diplomatic relations between the US, Canada, and Mexico. 
2

 Between you and I, between you and he, etc., are incorrect; 
between

 should be followed only by the objective case: between you and me, between you and him, etc. See also usage at personal pronoun
 .





betwixt

 
/bəˈtwikst/





I.
 
preposition, adverb




archaic term for between
 .








II.
 
phrases





betwixt and between








‹informal›

 not fully or properly either of two things.















– origin

 Old English 
betwēox

 , from 
be

 ‘by’ + a Germanic word related to two
 .





beurre blanc

 
/ˌbər ˈbläNGk/





I.
 
noun




a creamy sauce made with butter, onions or shallots, and vinegar or lemon juice, usually served with seafood dishes.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘white butter.’





beurre noir

 
/ˌbər ˈnwär/






noun




French term for black butter
 .













beurre noisette

 
/ˌbər nwäˈzet/





I.
 
noun




a sauce of butter cooked until golden or brown, usually flavored with capers, herbs, vinegar, etc.











– origin

 French, literally ‘hazelnut butter.’






Beuthen

 
/ˈboitn/






German name for Bytom
 .










BeV





I.
 
another term for GeV
 .







– origin

 1940s: from 
b

 illion (109
 ) 
e

 lectron
v

 olts.





BEV






abbreviation






[Linguistics]

 Black English Vernacular.













bevatron

 
/ˈbevəˌträn/





I.
 
noun




a synchrotron used to accelerate protons to energies in the billion electron-volt range.











– origin

 1940s: from BeV
 + -tron
 .





bevel

 
/ˈbevəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slope from the horizontal or vertical in carpentry and stonework; a sloping surface or edge.




2.
 
(in full 
bevel square

 )
 — a tool for marking angles in carpentry and stonework.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
beveled

 )


1.
 
reduce (a square edge on an object) to a sloping edge




•
 
a beveled mirror.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘oblique’): from an Old French diminutive of 
baif

 ‘open-mouthed,’ from 
baer

 ‘to gape’ (see bay
 5
 ).





bevel gear

 
/ˈbevəl ɡi(ə)r/






noun




a gear working another gear at an angle to it by means of bevel wheels.













bevel wheel






noun




a toothed wheel whose working face is oblique to the axis.













beverage

 
/ˈbev(ə)rij/





I.
 
noun




a drink, especially one other than water.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bevrage

 , based on Latin 
bibere

 ‘to drink.’





Beverly

 
/ˈbevərlē/






an industrial and resort city in northeastern Massachusetts; pop. 39,343 (est. 2008).









Beverly Hills






a largely residential city in California, on the northwestern side of the Los Angeles conurbation; pop. 34,445 (est. 2008). It is known as the home of many movie stars.









Bevin, Ernest

 
/ˈbevən/






(1881–1951), British statesman and trade unionist. As foreign secretary 1945–51, he helped to establish NATO 1949.









bevy

 
/ˈbevē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large group of people or things of a particular kind




•
 
he was surrounded by 
a bevy of

 beautiful girls.










2.
 
a group of birds, especially quail, particularly when closely gathered on the ground.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





bewail

 
/bəˈwāl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express great regret, disappointment, or bitterness over (something)




•
 
he bewailed the fact that heart trouble had slowed him down.










2.
 
cry or wail loudly about (something).













beware

 
/bəˈwer/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 in 
imperative

 or 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
be cautious and alert to the dangers of




•
 
consumers were warned to 
beware of

 faulty packaging




•
 
Beware! Dangerous submerged rocks ahead




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we should beware the incompetence of legislators.

















– origin

 Middle English: from the phrase 
be ware

 (see be-
 , ware
 2
 ).





bewhiskered

 
/bəˈ(h)wisˌkərd/






adjective




having hair or whiskers growing on the face.













bewigged

 
/bəˈwiɡd/






adjective




(of a person) wearing a wig.













bewilder

 
/bəˈwildər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
bewildered

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to become perplexed and confused




•
 
she seemed frightened and bewildered




•
 
his reaction had bewildered her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bewildering

 )
 
there is a bewildering array of desserts to choose from.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bewilderedly






adverb













2.
 
bewilderingly

 
/bəˈwildəriNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from be-
 ‘thoroughly’ + obsolete 
wilder

 ‘lead or go astray,’ of unknown origin.





bewilderment

 
/biˈwildərmənt/






noun




a feeling of being perplexed and confused




•
 
there was 
bewilderment at

 the shift of government policy




•
 
the three of them looked at him 
in bewilderment

 .




















bewitch

 
/bəˈwiCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cast a spell on and gain control over (someone) by magic




•
 
his relatives were firmly convinced that he was bewitched.










2.
 
enchant and delight (someone)




•
 
they both were bewitched by the country and its culture




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bewitching

 )
 
she was certainly a bewitching woman.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bewitchingly

 
/bəˈwiCHiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
bewitchment

 
/bəˈwiCHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from be-
 ‘thoroughly’ + witch
 .





bey

 
/bā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the governor of a district or province in the Ottoman Empire.




2.
 


‹historical›

 formerly used in Turkey and Egypt as a courtesy title.











– origin

 Turkish, modern form of 
beg

 ‘prince, governor.’





beyond

 
/bēˈänd/





I.
 
preposition, adverb



1.
 
at or to the further side of


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
he pointed to a spot beyond the trees




•
 
passengers traveling to destinations beyond Boston




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
there was the terminal and, beyond, an endless line of warehouses.










2.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — outside the physical limits or range of




•
 
the land sloped away until far beyond sight it reached the Great Plains.










3.
 
more extensive or extreme than; further-reaching than


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
what these children go through is 
far beyond

 what most adults endure in a lifetime




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
pushing the laws to their limits 
and beyond

 .










4.
 
happening or continuing after (a specified time or event)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
we can manage another two years, but beyond that the system is not viable




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
music going on into the night 
and beyond

 .










5.
 
having progressed or achieved more than (a specified stage or level)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
we need to get beyond square one.










6.
 
above or greater than (a specified amount)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
the absenteeism had gone beyond 15%




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he could count up to a billion now, 
and beyond

 .










7.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — to a degree or condition where a specified action is impossible




•
 
the landscape has changed beyond recognition.










8.
 
too much for (someone) to achieve or understand




•
 
I did something that I thought was beyond me.










9.
 
[
prep.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — apart from; except




•
 
beyond telling us that she was well educated, he has nothing to say about her




•
 
there was little vegetation beyond scrub and brush.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the beyond

 )


1.
 
the unknown after death




•
 
messages from the beyond.














III.
 
phrases





the back of beyond






see back
 .















– origin

 Old English 
begeondan

 , from 
be

 ‘by’ + 
geondan

 of Germanic origin (related to yon
 and yonder
 ).






bezant

 
/ˈbezənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a gold or silver coin originally minted at Byzantium.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a roundel or (i.e., a solid gold circle).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
besant

 , from Latin 
Byzantius

 ‘Byzantine.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 15th cent.





bezel

 
/ˈbezəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grooved ring holding the glass or plastic cover of a watch face or other instrument in position.




2.
 
a groove holding the crystal of a watch or the stone of a gem in its setting.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French, of unknown origin.





bezique

 
/bəˈzēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trick-taking card game for two, played with a double pack of 64 cards, including the seven to ace only in each suit.




2.
 
the holding of the queen of spades and the jack of diamonds in this game.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
bésigue

 , perhaps from Persian 
bāzīgar

 ‘juggler’ or 
bāzī

 ‘game.’





bezoar

 
/ˈbēzôr/





I.
 
noun




a small stony concretion that may form in the stomachs of certain animals, especially ruminants, and which was once used as an antidote for various ailments.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the general sense ‘stone or concretion’): from French 
bezoard

 , based on Arabic 
bāzahr

 , 
bādizahr

 , from Persian 
pādzahr

 ‘antidote.’





bezzie

 
/ˈbezē /

 

‹Brit. informal›


 
bessie
 , bezzy





I.
 
adjective




denoting a person's best or closest friend




•
 
we're practically bezzie mates




•
 
Fiona's my bezzy pal.














II.
 
noun




a person's best or closest friend




•
 
she and Nadine used to be bezzies and even shared a flat




•
 
find out how well you know your bessie.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (isolated US use, apparently in representation of vernacular speech): colloquial alteration of best
 .





BF





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's boyfriend




•
 
I've been dating my BF since January.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's best friend




•
 
Lottie is my absolute BF.

















– origin

 from the syllabic initial letters of 
boyfriend

 , and the initial letters of 
best friend

 .





b.f.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Printing]

 boldface.




2.
 
board foot.




3.
 
(also 
b/f

 or 
B/F

 )
 — (in bookkeeping) brought forward.













BFD






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 big fucking deal (often used sarcastically).













BFF





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a girl's best friend




•
 
my BFF's boyfriend is cheating on her.

















– origin

 1996: from the initial letters of 
best friend forever

 .





BG

 
B Gen






abbreviation




brigadier general.













BGH






abbreviation




bovine growth hormone.













Bh






symbol




the chemical element bohrium.













BHA






abbreviation




butylated hydroxyanisole.














Bhagavadgita

 
/ˌbəɡəvədˈɡētə, ˌbäɡəväd- /

 

‹Hinduism›


 
Gita






a poem composed between the 2nd century 
BC

 and the 2nd century 
AD

 and incorporated into the Mahabharata. Presented as a dialogue between the warrior prince Arjuna and his divine charioteer Krishna, it stresses the importance of doing one's duty and of faith in God.









Bhagwan

 
/ˌbəɡˈwän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 God.




2.
 


(Indian)

 a guru or revered person (often as a proper name or form of address).











– origin

 from Hindi 
bhagwān

 , from Sanskrit 
bhagavān

 , from the root 
bhaj

 ‘adore.’





bhajan

 
/ˈbəjən, ˈbäˌjän/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 a devotional song.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
bhajana

 .





bhakti

 
/ˈbəktē, ˈbäk-/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 devotional worship directed to one supreme deity, usually Vishnu (especially in his incarnations as Rama and Krishna) or Shiva, by whose grace salvation may be attained by all regardless of sex, caste, or class. It is practiced by the majority of Hindus today.











– origin

 Sanskrit.






bhang

 
/baNG /

 
bang





I.
 
noun




the leaves and flower heads of cannabis, used as a narcotic.











– origin

 from Hindi 
bhāṅg

 .





bhangra

 
/ˈbaNG(ɡ)rə/





I.
 
noun




a type of popular music combining Punjabi folk traditions with Western pop music.











– origin

 1960s (denoting a traditional folk dance): from Punjabi 
bhāngrā

 .






Bharat

 
/ˈbərət/






Hindi name for India
 .









Bhavnagar

 
/bouˈnəɡər/






an industrial port in northwestern India, in Gujarat, on the Gulf of Cambay; pop. 600,600 (est. 2009).









bhikkhu

 
/ˈbiko͞o/





I.
 
noun




a Theravada Buddhist monk.











– origin

 Pali.





bhikkhuni

 
/bəˈko͞onē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of an order of Theravada Buddhist nuns.











– origin

 Pali.





Bhisho

 
/ˈbēSHō/






a town in southern South Africa, situated near the coast to the northeast of Port Elizabeth; pop. 147,600 (est. 2009). Former name 
Bisho

 .









Bhn

 
BHN






abbreviation




Brinell hardness number.













Bhojpuri

 
/ˌbōjˈpo͝orē/






noun




a Bihari language spoken in western Bihar and eastern Uttar Pradesh.













Bhopal

 
/bōˈpäl/






a city in central India, the capital of the state of Madhya Pradesh; pop. 1,752,200 (est. 2009). In December 1984, leakage of poisonous gas from a US-owned pesticide factory in the city caused the death of about 2,500 people.









b.h.p.






abbreviation




brake horsepower.













BHT






abbreviation




butylated hydroxytoluene.













Bhubaneswar

 
/ˌbo͝ovəˈnāSHwər/






a city in eastern India, capital of the state of Orissa; pop. 904,200 (est. 2009).









bhuna

 
/ˈbo͞onə /

 
bhoona





I.
 
noun




a medium-hot, dry curry originating in Bengal, prepared typically by frying meat with spices at a high temperature




•
 
lamb bhuna.

















– origin

 1950s: from Bengali Urdu 
bhunnā

 ‘to be fried,’ ultimately from Sanskrit 
bhrajj

 ‘fry, parch, roast.’





Bhutan

 
/bo͞oˈtän bo͞oˈtan/







1.
 
a small independent kingdom in southern Asia, on the southeastern slopes of the Himalayas, north of India; pop. 691,100 (est. 2009); capital, Thimphu; languages, Dzongkha (official), Nepali.





A British protectorate from 1910, it became independent in 1949, with continuing help from India regarding its foreign policy and aid.









Bhutanese

 
/ˌbo͞odəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Bhutan, its inhabitants, or their language




•
 
a remote Bhutanese village.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Bhutan




•
 
the average Bhutanese speaks at least three to four languages




•
 
the Bhutanese are well known for their archery skills.










2.
 
the language of Bhutan




•
 
one man who had been living there for some time could speak Bhutanese.



















Bhutto, Benazir

 
/ˈbo͞otō/






(1953–2007), Pakistani stateswoman; prime minister 1988–90 and 1993–96; daughter of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. She was the first woman prime minister of a Muslim country. She was assassinated in Pakistan while campaigning for re-election as prime minister.









Bhutto, Zulfikar Ali






(1928–79), Pakistani statesman; president 1971–73; prime minister 1973–77. He was ousted by a military coup and executed for conspiring to murder a political rival.









bi

 
/bī/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 bisexual




•
 
are you both bi?




•
 
I am a bi woman who has been in a relationship with a man.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





Bi






symbol




the chemical element bismuth.













BI






abbreviation




Block Island.














bi-

 
/bī /

 
bin-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
two; having two




•
 
bicolored




•
 
biathlon




•
 
binocular.










2.
 
occurring twice in every one




•
 
biannual




•
 
bimonthly.










3.
 
occurring once in every two




•
 
bicentennial




•
 
biennial.










4.
 
lasting for two




•
 
biennial




•
 
biennium.










5.
 
doubly; in two ways




•
 
biconcave.










6.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance having a double proportion of the radical, group, etc., indicated by the simple word




•
 
bicarbonate




•
 
binoxalate.










7.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of division and subdivision) twice over




•
 
bipinnate.

















– origin

 from Latin, earlier 
dui-

 , related to Greek 
di-

 ‘two’ and Sanskrit 
dvi-

 ‘doubly, having two.’ / 
usage:

 The meaning of 
bimonthly

 (and other similar words such as 
biweekly

 and 
biyearly

 ) is ambiguous. 
Bimonthly

 , for instance, can mean either ‘occurring or produced twice a month’ or ‘occurring or produced every two months.’ So, if an organization holds bimonthly meetings, over the course of a year, will it meet six times or twenty-four times? The only way to avoid this ambiguity is to use alternative expressions like every two months and twice a month. See also usage at biennial
 .





Biafra

 
/bēˈafrə bīˈafrə/






a state that was proclaimed in 1967 when part of southeastern Nigeria, inhabited chiefly by the Ibo people, sought independence from the rest of the country. In the ensuing civil war the new state's troops were overwhelmed by numerically superior forces, and by 1970 it had ceased to exist.









Biafran

 
/bēˈafrən bīˈafrən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the former state of Biafra, which reunited with Nigeria in 1970




•
 
an unofficial envoy for the Biafran government.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the former state of Biafra




•
 
I lived with the Biafrans for nine months.



















bialy

 
/bēˈälē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a flat bread roll topped with chopped onions.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
Białystok

 , where the bread originated.






Białystok

 
/byäˈwiˌstôk/






an industrial city in northeastern Poland, close to the border with Belarus; pop. 294,817 (2007).

Russian name Belostok
 .









biannual

 
/ˌbīˈany(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




occurring twice a year




•
 
the biannual meeting of the planning committee.














II.
 
derivatives





biannually

 
/ˌbīˈany(o͞o)əlē /






adverb



















usage:

 See usage at biennial
 .





Biarritz

 
/ˌbēəˈrits, ˈbēəˌrits/






a seaside resort in southwestern France, on the Bay of Biscay; pop. 27,398 (2006).









bias

 
/ˈbīəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
prejudice in favor of or against one thing, person, or group compared with another, usually in a way considered to be unfair




•
 
there was evidence of 
bias against

 foreign applicants




•
 
the 
bias toward

 younger people in recruitment




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a systematic 
bias in favor of

 the powerful.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a concentration on or interest in one particular area or subject




•
 
he worked on a variety of Greek topics, with a discernible bias toward philosophy.










3.
 


[Statistics]

 a systematic distortion of a statistical result due to a factor not allowed for in its derivation.




4.
 
in some sports, such as lawn bowling, the irregular shape given to a ball.




5.
 
the oblique course taken by a ball as a result of its irregular shape.




6.
 


[Electronics]

 a steady voltage, magnetic field, or other factor applied to an electronic system or device to cause it to operate over a predetermined range.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be biased

 )
 — cause to feel or show inclination or prejudice for or against someone or something




•
 
readers said the paper was 
biased toward

 the conservatives




•
 
the tests were 
biased against

 women and minorities.










2.
 
give a bias to




•
 
bias the ball.














III.
 
phrases





cut on the bias






(of a fabric or garment) cut obliquely or diagonally across the grain.















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘oblique line’; also as an adjective meaning ‘oblique’): from French 
biais

 , from Provençal, perhaps based on Greek 
epikarsios

 ‘oblique.’





bias-cut






adjective




(of a garment or fabric) cut obliquely or diagonally across the grain.













biased

 
/ˈbīəst/






adjective




unfairly prejudiced for or against someone or something




•
 
we will not tolerate this biased media coverage.




















bias-ply

 
/ˈbīəsˌplī/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a tire) having fabric layers with their threads running diagonally, crosswise to each other.

Compare with radial
 .













bias tape

 
/ˈbīəs ˈbīndiNG /

 
bias binding






noun




a narrow strip of fabric cut obliquely and used to bind edges or for decoration.














biathlon

 
/bīˈaTHˌlän/





I.
 
noun




an athletic contest combining two events, especially cross-country skiing and rifle shooting.








II.
 
derivatives





biathlete

 
/bīˈaTHlēt /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Greek 
athlon

 ‘contest,’ on the pattern of 
pentathlon

 . Compare with duathlon
 .





biaxial

 
/bīˈaksēəl/






adjective



1.
 
having or relating to two axes.




2.
 
(of crystals) having two optic axes, as in the orthorhombic, monoclinic, and triclinic systems.














bib1


 
/bib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of cloth or plastic fastened around a person's neck to keep their clothes clean while eating.




2.
 
the part above the waist of the front of an apron or pair of overalls.




3.
 
a loose-fitting, sleeveless garment worn for identification, especially by competitors and officials at sporting events.




4.
 
a patch of color on the throat of a bird or other animal




•
 
a black bird with a white bib.














II.
 
phrases





one's best bib and tucker








‹informal›

 one's finest clothes.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from bib
 2
 .






bib2


 
/bib/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 drink (something alcoholic).











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Latin 
bibere

 ‘to drink.’





bibber

 
/ˈbibər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
a person who regularly drinks a particular drink




•
 
a wine-bibber.



















bibb lettuce

 
/ˈbib ˌledis /

 
Bibb





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a variety of butterhead lettuce that has crisp dark-green leaves.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Jack 
Bibb

 (1789–1884), the American horticulturalist who developed it.





bibcock

 
/ˈbibkäk/





I.
 
noun




a faucet with a bent nozzle fixed at the end of a pipe.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from bib
 1
 and cock
 1
 .





bibelot

 
/ˈbib(ə)ˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a small, decorative ornament or trinket.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, fanciful formation based on 
bel

 ‘beautiful.’





bibimbap

 
/ˈbēbimˌbap/





I.
 
noun




a Korean dish consisting of rice topped with sautéed vegetables, chili paste, and beef or other meat, sometimes with the addition of a raw or fried egg.











– origin

 Korean, literally ‘mixed rice.’





bibl.

 
Bibl.






abbreviation




biblical.













Bible

 
/ˈbībəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Christian scriptures, consisting of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments.




2.
 
(
the Bible

 )
 — the Jewish scriptures, consisting of the Torah or Law, the Prophets, and the Hagiographa or Writings.




3.
 
(also 
bible

 )
 — a copy of the Christian or Jewish scriptures




•
 
clutching a large black Bible under his arm.










4.
 
a particular edition or translation of the Bible




•
 
the New English Bible.










5.
 
(
bible

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 any authoritative book




•
 
“Larousse Gastronomique,” the bible of French cooking.










6.
 
the scriptures of any religion.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
biblia

 , from Greek 
biblia

 ‘books,’ from 
biblion

 ‘book,’ originally a diminutive of 
biblos

 ‘papyrus, scroll,’ of Semitic origin.





Bible-believing





I.
 
adjective




having faith in the absolute authority of the Bible, especially in a fundamentalist or conservative way




•
 
a Bible-believing creationist.














II.
 
derivatives





Bible believer






noun





















Bible Belt

 
/ˈbībəl belt/






noun

 — (
the Bible Belt

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 those areas of the southern and midwestern US and western Canada where Protestant fundamentalism is widely practiced.













Bible-thumping

 
/ˈbībəlˌTHəmpiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a person who expounds or follows the teachings of the Bible in an aggressively evangelical way




•
 
a Bible-thumping evangelical Protestant.














II.
 
derivatives





Bible-thumper

 
/ˈbībəlˌTHəmpər /






noun





















biblical

 
/ˈbiblik(ə)l /

 
Biblical
 , bibl.
 , Bibl.






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or contained in the Bible




•
 
the biblical account of creation




•
 
biblical times.










2.
 
resembling the language or style of the Bible




•
 
there is a biblical cadence in the last words he utters.










3.
 
very great; on a large scale




•
 
we need rainfall 
of biblical proportions

 to bring us back to normal.



















biblically

 
/ˈbiblik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that accords with or relates to the Bible




•
 
a biblically grounded objection




•
 
teach them to think biblically.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a great extent




•
 
a biblically idiotic haircut.



















biblicist

 
/ˈbibləsəst/





I.
 
noun




one who interprets the Bible literally.








II.
 
derivatives





biblicism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun






















biblio-





I.
 
combining form




relating to a book or books




•
 
bibliomania




•
 
bibliophile.

















– origin

 from Greek 
biblion

 ‘book.’





bibliog.






abbreviation




bibliography.













bibliographic

 
/ˌbiblēəˈɡrafik /

 
bibliographical





I.
 
adjective




relating to bibliography




•
 
researchers can now search the bibliographic records




•
 
detailed bibliographical references.














II.
 
derivatives





bibliographically

 
/ˌbiblēəˈɡrafik /






adverb





















bibliography

 
/ˌbiblēˈäɡrəfē /

 
bibliog.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a list of the books referred to in a scholarly work, usually printed as an appendix.




2.
 
a list of the books of a specific author or publisher, or on a specific subject




•
 
a bibliography of his publications.










3.
 
the history or systematic description of books, their authorship, printing, publication, editions, etc.




•
 
he regarded bibliography as a science.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bibliographer

 
/ˌbiblēˈäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
bibliographical

 
/ˈˌbiblēəˈɡrafəkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
bibliographie

 or modern Latin 
bibliographia

 , from Greek 
biblion

 ‘book’ + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





bibliolater

 
/ˌbiblēˈälədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who extravagantly admires a book or books




•
 
maybe literature doesn't really have the power that bibliolaters like to claim.










2.
 
a person who interprets the Bible on an extremely literal level




•
 
bibliolaters would point to this passage as an amazing example of prophecy.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from biblio-
 + -later
 .





bibliolatry

 
/ˌbiblēˈälətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an excessive adherence to the literal interpretation of the Bible.




2.
 
an excessive love of books.








II.
 
derivatives





bibliolatrous

 
/-ˈälətrəs /






adjective





















bibliomancy

 
/ˈbiblēəˌmansē/






noun






‹rare›

 foretelling the future by interpreting a randomly chosen passage from a book, especially the Bible.













bibliomania

 
/ˌbiblēəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




passionate enthusiasm for collecting and possessing books.








II.
 
derivatives





bibliomaniac

 
/ˌbiblēəˈmānēˌak /






noun, adjective





















bibliophile

 
/ˈbiblēəˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who collects or has a great love of books.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bibliophilic

 
/ˌbiblēəˈfilik /






adjective













2.
 
bibliophily

 
/ˌbiblēˈäfəlē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
biblion

 ‘book’ + 
philos

 ‘loving.’





bibliopole

 
/ˈbiblēəˌpōl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who buys and sells books, especially rare ones.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
bibliopōlēs

 , from 
biblion

 ‘book’ + 
pōlēs

 ‘seller.’





bibliotheca

 
/ˌbiblēəˈTHēkə/






noun



1.
 
a library.




2.
 
a list of books in a catalog, especially for use by a bookseller.













bibliotherapy

 
/ˌbiblēəˈTHerəpē/






noun




the use of books as therapy in the treatment of mental or psychological disorders.













bibliotics

 
/ˌbiblēˈädiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of documents, handwriting, and writing materials to determine authenticity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bibliotic






noun













2.
 
bibliotist

 
/ˈbiblēətist /






noun






















bib overalls






noun






(N. Amer.)

 see overall
 
(

 noun).













bibulous

 
/ˈbibyələs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 excessively fond of drinking alcohol.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘absorbent’): from Latin 
bibulus

 ‘freely or readily drinking’ (from 
bibere

 ‘to drink’) + -ous
 .





bicameral

 
/ˌbīˈkamərəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a legislative body) having two branches or chambers.








II.
 
derivatives





bicameralism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Latin 
camera

 ‘chamber’ + -al
 .





bicarb

 
/ˌbīˈkärb/






noun






‹informal›

 sodium bicarbonate.













bicarbonate

 
/bīˈkärbəˌnāt bīˈkärbəˌnət/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion HCO3
 –
 .




2.
 
(also 
bicarbonate of soda

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 sodium bicarbonate.













bice

 
/bīs /

 
blue bice
 , bice blue





I.
 
noun




a medium blue pigment made from basic copper carbonate.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘dark or brownish gray’): from Old French 
bis

 ‘dark gray.’





bicentenary

 
/ˌbīsenˈtenərē bīˈsen(t)əˌnerē/






noun, adjective




another term for bicentennial
 .














bicentennial

 
/ˌbīsənˈtenēəl/





I.
 
noun




the two-hundredth anniversary of a significant event




•
 
last year's commemoration of 
the bicentennial of

 Mozart's birth.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a two-hundredth anniversary




•
 
the bicentennial celebrations.



















bicephalous

 
/bīˈsefələs/





I.
 
adjective




having two heads.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Greek 
kephalē

 ‘head’ + -ous
 .





biceps

 
/ˈbīˌseps/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a muscle having two points of attachment at one end, in particular




2.
 
(also 
biceps brachii

 )
 — the large muscle in the upper arm that turns the hand to face palm uppermost and flexes the arm and forearm




•
 
he clenched his fist and exhibited his bulging biceps.










3.
 
(also 
biceps femoris

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the muscle in the back of the thigh that helps to flex the leg.








II.
 
derivatives





bicep






adjective






•
 
bicep curls

























– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘two-headed,’ from 
bi-

 ‘two’ + 
-ceps

 (from 
caput

 ‘head’).





bichir

 
/ˈbiSHir/





I.
 
noun




an elongated African freshwater fish with an armor of hard shiny scales and a series of separate fins along its back.

[Genus 
Polypterus

 , family 
Polypteridae

 : several species, including 
P. senegalus

 .]











– origin

 1960s: via French from dialect Arabic 
abu shīr

 .





Bichon Frisé

 
/ˈbēSHän friˈzā, ˈfrēz, ˈbēSHôN frēˈzā /

 
Bichon Frise






noun




a small sturdy dog of a breed with a curly white coat and a tail that curves over its back.













bichromate

 
/bīˈkrōmāt/






adjective




another term for dichromate
 .













bicipital

 
/bīˈsipədl/






adjective



1.
 
two-headed.




2.
 
of or relating to biceps.













bicker

 
/ˈbikər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
argue about petty and trivial matters




•
 
whenever the phone rings, they 
bicker over

 who must answer it




•
 (as 
noun

 
bickering

 )
 
the constant 
bickering between

 Edgar and his mother.










2.
 


‹literary›

 (of water) flow or fall with a gentle repetitive noise; patter




•
 
against the glass the rain did beat and bicker.










3.
 
(of a flame or light) flash, gleam, or flicker




•
 
the restless wheels whose flashing spokes bicker and burn.

















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





bicoastal

 
/ˌbīˈkōst(ə)l/






adjective






(US)

 living on, taking place in, or involving two coasts, especially the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the US




•
 
a bicoastal businessman




•
 
a bicoastal custody settlement.



















bicolor

 
/ˈbīˌkələr/





I.
 
adjective




having two colors




•
 
a male bicolor damselfish.














II.
 
noun




a bicolor blossom or animal.








III.
 
derivatives





bicolored






adjective, noun






















biconcave

 
/bīˈkäNGkāv/






adjective




concave on both sides.














biconvex

 
/bīˈkänveks/






adjective




convex on both sides.













bicultural

 
/ˌbīˈkəlCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or combining the cultural attitudes and customs of two nations, peoples, or ethnic groups




•
 
there is too little recognition of the children's bilingual and bicultural status.














II.
 
derivatives





biculturalism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun





















bi-curious

 
/bīˈkyo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a heterosexual person) interested in having a sexual experience with a person of the same sex




•
 
gay, bisexual, and bi-curious straight guys advertising on this unique confidential service.




•
 
two of the women voiced their positions as bi-curious, but were still very much interested in men.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of bisexual
 and curious
 .





bicuspid

 
/bīˈkəspəd/





I.
 
adjective




having two cusps or points.








II.
 
noun




a tooth with two cusps, especially a human premolar tooth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Latin 
cuspis

 , 
cuspid-

 ‘sharp point.’





bicuspid valve






noun






[Anatomy]

 another term for mitral valve
 .














bicycle

 
/ˈbīsək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a vehicle composed of two wheels held in a frame one behind the other, propelled by pedals and steered with handlebars attached to the front wheel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride a bicycle in a particular direction




•
 
they had spent the day bicycling around the island.














III.
 
derivatives





bicyclist

 
/ˈbīsəkləst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Greek 
kuklos

 ‘wheel.’





bicycle chain






noun




a chain that transmits the driving power from the pedals of a bicycle to its rear wheel.













bicycle clip






noun




either of a pair of metal clips worn by cyclists around their ankles to prevent their pants legs from becoming entangled in the bicycle chain.













bicycle pump






noun




a portable pump for inflating bicycle tires.













bicycle ricksha






noun




a three-wheeled bicycle for public hire, with a covered seat for passengers behind the driver.













bicyclic

 
/bīˈsīklik, -ˈsik-/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having two rings of atoms in its molecule.














bid1


 
/bid/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer (a certain price) for something, especially at an auction




•
 
a consortium of dealers bid a world record price for a snuff box




•
 
what am I bid?




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
guests will 
bid for

 pieces of fine jewelry.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bid for

 )
 — (of a contractor) offer to do (work) for a stated price; tender for




•
 
nineteen companies have indicated their intention to bid for the contract.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bid for

 )
 — make an effort or attempt to achieve




•
 
the two freshmen are bidding for places in the varsity swim team.










4.
 


[Bridge]

 make a statement during the auction undertaking to make (a certain number of tricks with a stated suit as trumps) if the bid is successful and one becomes the declarer




•
 
North bids four hearts




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
with this hand, South should not bid.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an offer of a price, especially at an auction




•
 
several buyers 
made bids for

 the Van Gogh sketches.










2.
 
an offer to buy the shares of a company in order to gain control of it




•
 
a takeover bid.










3.
 
an offer to do work or supply goods at a stated price; a tender.




4.
 
an attempt or effort to achieve something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
an investigation would be carried out 
in a bid

 to establish what had happened




•
 
she did not hesitate to help him 
make a bid for

 the presidency.










5.
 


[Bridge]

 an undertaking by a player in the auction to make a stated number of tricks with a stated suit as trumps.











– origin

 Old English 
bēodan

 ‘to offer, command,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bieden

 and German 
bieten

 .






bid2


 
/bid/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter (a greeting or farewell) to




•
 
a chance to bid farewell to their president.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 command or order (someone) to do something




•
 
I did as he bade me.










3.
 
invite (someone) to do something




•
 
he bade his companions enter.














II.
 
phrases





bid fair to








‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 seem likely to




•
 
the girl bade fair to be pretty.





















– origin

 Old English 
biddan

 ‘ask,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
bitten

 .





bidarka

 
/bīˈdärkə/





I.
 
noun




a canoe covered with animal skins, used by the Inuit of Alaska and adjacent regions.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Russian 
baĭdarka

 , diminutive of 
baĭdara

 ‘an umiak.’





bid caller






noun




one who announces the bids and recognizes bidders at an auction.













biddable

 
/ˈbidəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
meekly ready to accept and follow instructions; docile and obedient.




2.
 


[Bridge]

 strong enough to justify a bid.








II.
 
derivatives





biddability

 
/ˌbidəˈbilitē /






noun





















Biddeford

 
/ˈbidəfərd/






an industrial city in southwestern Maine; pop. 21,435 (est. 2008).









bidden

 
/ˈbidn/








‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 past participle of bid
 2
 .









bidder

 
/ˈbidər/






noun




a person or organization making a formal offer for something, especially at an auction




•
 
she was the highest bidder for this rare portrait




•
 
his government's preferred bidder for the contract.



















bidding

 
/ˈbidiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the offering of particular prices for something, especially at an auction




•
 
their first sale produced a wide range of lots and some energetic bidding




•
 
other companies 
in the bidding

 include General Electric.










2.
 
the offers made by bidding in an auction




•
 
from a cautious opener of $30, the bidding soared to $450.










3.
 
(in bridge and whist) the action of stating before play how many tricks one intends to make.




4.
 
the ordering or requesting of someone to do something




•
 
the clandestine associations that would act 
at their bidding






•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
I never needed a second bidding.














II.
 
phrases





do someone's bidding






do what someone orders or requests, typically in a way considered overly slavish.


















bidding paddle






noun




a paddle-shaped baton, usually marked with an identifying number, used to signal bids at auctions.













bidding prayer

 
/bidiNG ˈprāər/






noun




a prayer in the form of an invitation by a minister or leader to the congregation to pray about something.













biddy

 
/ˈbidē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a woman, usually an elderly one regarded as annoying or interfering




•
 
the 
old biddies

 were muttering in his direction.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting a chicken): of unknown origin; probably influenced by the use of 
biddy

 denoting an Irish maidservant, from 
Biddy

 , nickname for the given name 
Bridget

 .






bide

 
/bīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 remain or stay somewhere




•
 
how long must I bide here to wait for the answer?














II.
 
phrases





bide one's time






wait quietly for a good opportunity to do something




•
 
she bided her time, patiently reading a magazine and planning her escape.





















– origin

 Old English 
bīdan

 , of Germanic origin.





Biden, Joe

 
/ˈbīdn/






(1942–) US vice president since 2009; full name 
Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr.

 A Delaware Democrat, he served in the US Senate 1973–2009.









bidet

 
/bəˈdā/





I.
 
noun




a low oval basin used for washing one's genital and anal area.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘horse’): from French, literally ‘pony,’ from 
bider

 ‘to trot,’ of unknown origin.





bidi

 
/ˈbēdē /

 
beedi
 , biri





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a type of cheap cigarette made of unprocessed tobacco wrapped in leaves.











– origin

 from Hindi 
bīḍi

 ‘betel plug, cigar,’ from Sanskrit 
vīṭikā

 .





bidirectional

 
/ˌbīdəˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l ˌbīˌdīˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




functioning in two directions.













bidonville

 
/ˌbēdôNˈvēl, biˈdôNˌvēl/





I.
 
noun




a shanty town built of oil drums or other metal containers, especially on the outskirts of a North African city.











– origin

 1950s: from French, from 
bidon

 ‘container for liquids’ + 
ville

 ‘town.’






bid price

 
/ˈbid ˌprīs/






noun




the price that a dealer or other prospective buyer is prepared to pay for securities or other assets.

Often contrasted with offering price
 .













Biedermeier

 
/ˈbēdərˌmīər/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a style of furniture and interior decoration current in Germany in the period 1815–48, characterized by restraint, conventionality, and utilitarianism.











– origin

 from the name of Gottlieb 
Biedermeier

 , a fictitious German provincial schoolmaster and poet created by German satirist Ludwig Eichrodt (1827–92) in 1854.





Bielefeld

 
/ˈbēləˌfeld/






an industrial city in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 325,800 (est. 2006).









Bien Hoa

 
/ˌbyen ˈhwä/






an industrial city in southern Vietnam, north of Ho Chi Minh City; pop. 446,400 (est. 2009). A major US airbase was here during the Vietnam War.









biennale

 
/ˌbēenˈälā/





I.
 
noun




a large art exhibition or music festival, usually one held biennially.











– origin

 1930s (used originally as the name of an international art exhibition held in Venice): from Italian, literally ‘biennial.’






biennial

 
/bīˈenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
taking place every other year




•
 
summit meetings are normally biennial.










2.
 
(especially of a plant) living or lasting for two years.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant that takes two years to grow from seed to fruition and die.

Compare with annual
 , perennial
 .




2.
 
an event celebrated or taking place every two years.








III.
 
derivatives





biennially

 
/bīˈenēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
biennis

 (from 
bi-

 ‘twice’ + 
annus

 ‘year’) + -al
 . / 
usage:

 
Biennial

 and 
biannual

 are often confused. 
Biennial

 means 'occurring every two years' (the biennial Ryder Cup tournament), while 
biannual

 means 'twice a year' (the solstice is a biannual event). See also bi-
 .





biennium

 
/bīˈenēəm/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the biennium

 )


1.
 
a specified period of two years




•
 
the budget for the next biennium.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, from 
bi-

 ‘twice’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’





bien pensant

 
/ˈbyen pänˌsänt/





I.
 
adjective




right-thinking; orthodox.








II.
 
noun

 — (
bien-pensant

 )


1.
 
a right-thinking or orthodox person.











– origin

 French, from 
bien

 ‘well’ + 
pensant

 , present participle of 
penser

 ‘think.’





bier

 
/ˈbir/





I.
 
noun




a movable frame on which a coffin or a corpse is placed before burial or cremation or on which it is carried to the grave.











– origin

 Old English 
bēr

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Bahre

 , also to bear
 1
 .





Bierce, Ambrose

 
/bi(ə)rs/






(1842–
c.

 1914), US writer, best known for his sardonic short stories that include 
"An Occurrence at Owk Creek Bridge"

 (1891) and his satirical treatment of the English language in 
The Devil's Dictionary

 (1911); full name 
Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce

 . In 1913, he traveled to Mexico and mysteriously disappeared.









biface

 
/ˈbīfās/






noun






[Archaeology]

 a type of prehistoric stone implement flaked on both faces.













bifacial

 
/bīˈfāSHəl/






adjective



1.
 
having two faces, in particular




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a leaf) having upper and lower surfaces that are structurally different.




3.
 


[Archaeology]

 (of a flint or other artifact) worked on both faces.













biff

 
/bif /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone) roughly or sharply, usually with the fist




•
 
he biffed me on the nose.














II.
 
noun




a sharp blow with the fist.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: symbolic of a short sharp movement.





biffy

 
/ˈbifē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a toilet or outhouse




•
 
a little path leads from the back door of the house to the biffy




•
 
the kid was too young to go to the biffy on his own.




















bifid

 
/ˈbīfid/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a part of a plant or animal) divided by a deep cleft or notch into two parts




•
 
a bifid leaf




•
 
the gut is bifid.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
bifidus

 , from 
bi-

 ‘doubly’ + 
fidus

 (from 
findere

 ‘to split’).





bifilar

 
/bīˈfīlər/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of or involving two threads or wires.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + 
filum

 ‘thread’ + -ar
 1
 .





biflagellate

 
/bīˈflajəlit, -ˌlāt/






adjective




having two flagella




•
 
various types of biflagellate spermatozoa.



















bifocal

 
/ˈbīˌfōk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(usually of a pair of eyeglasses) having lenses each with two parts with different focal lengths, one for distant vision and one for near vision.








II.
 
noun

 — (
bifocals

 )


1.
 
a pair of eyeglasses having lenses with two parts with different focal lengths.













bifold

 
/ˈbīfōld/






adjective




double or twofold.













bifunctional

 
/bīˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
having two functions.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 having two highly reactive binding sites in each molecule




•
 
bifunctional enzymes retain stable levels of activity.



















bifurcate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈbīfərˌkāt /



1.
 
divide into two branches or forks


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
just below Cairo the river bifurcates




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the trail was bifurcated by a mountain stream.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/bīˈfərkāt bīˈfərkət /



1.
 
forked; branched




•
 
a bifurcate tree.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
bifurcat-

 ‘divided into two forks,’ from the verb 
bifurcare

 , from Latin 
bifurcus

 ‘two-forked,’ from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + 
furca

 ‘a fork.’





bifurcation

 
/ˌbīfərˈkāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the division of something into two branches or parts




•
 
the bifurcation of the profession into social do-gooders and self-serving iconoclasts.










2.
 
either of two branches into which something divides




•
 
right aortic bifurcation nodes were seen.




















big

 
/biɡ/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of considerable size, extent, or intensity




•
 
big hazel eyes




•
 
big buildings




•
 
big cuts in staff.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of a large or the largest size




•
 
my big toe.










3.
 
grown up




•
 
I'm a big girl now.










4.
 
elder




•
 
my big sister.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 doing a specified action very often or on a very large scale




•
 
a big eater




•
 
a big gambler.










6.
 


‹informal›

 on an ambitiously large scale




•
 
a small company with big plans.










7.
 
showing great enthusiasm




•
 
a big tennis fan




•
 
he tells me the Inuits of the Arctic are very 
big on

 Jim Reeves.










8.
 
(
big with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 advanced in pregnancy




•
 
my wife was big with child




•
 


‹figurative›

 a word big with fate.










9.
 
of considerable importance or seriousness




•
 
it's a big decision




•
 
Mark's biggest problem is money




•
 
he made a big mistake.










10.
 


‹informal›

 popular or exciting interest among the public




•
 
Latino bands that are big in Los Angeles.










11.
 


‹informal›

 holding an important position or playing an influential role




•
 
as a senior in college, he was a big man on campus.










12.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹often ironic›

 generous




•
 
“I'm inclined to take pity on you.” “That's 
big of you

 !”














II.
 
noun

 — (
the bigs

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the major league in a professional sport




•
 
the day he made it to the bigs, he forgot every minor league ballpark he ever played in.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
big bucks








‹informal›

 large amounts of money, especially as pay or profit




•
 
Emily earns big bucks on Wall Street.















2.
 
the big idea








‹chiefly ironic›

 a clever or important intention or scheme




•
 
okay, what's the big idea?















3.
 
the big lie






a gross distortion or misrepresentation of the facts, especially when used as a propaganda device by a politician or official body.









4.
 
the big screen








‹informal›

 the movies




•
 
the play was adapted for the big screen.















5.
 
big shot

 
/ˈbiɡ ˌSHät /

 
big noise








‹informal›

 an important or influential person.









6.
 
big stick

 
/ˌbiɡ ˈstik /








‹informal›

 the use or threat of force or power




•
 
the authorities used quiet persuasion instead of a big stick.















7.
 
the Big Three, (Four, etc.)








‹informal›

 the dominant group of three, four, etc.




•
 
increased competition between the Big Three networks.















8.
 
go over big








‹informal›

 have a great effect; be a success




•
 
the story went over big with the children.















9.
 
in a big way








‹informal›

 on a large scale; with great enthusiasm




•
 
he contributed to the project in a big way




•
 
they went for it in a big way.















10.
 
make it big








‹informal›

 become very successful or famous




•
 
Simon had made it big in the financial world.















11.
 
talk big








‹informal›

 talk boastfully or overconfidently




•
 
he talked big, blinding her with legal jargon.















12.
 
think big








‹informal›

 be ambitious




•
 
to trade in a heavyweight world market we must think big.















13.
 
too big for one's britches (or breeches)








‹informal›

 conceited.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biggish






adjective













2.
 
bigness

 
/ˈbiɡnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘strong, mighty’): of unknown origin.





big air






noun






‹informal›

 a high jump in sports such as skateboarding, snowboarding, and BMX.













bigamy

 
/ˈbiɡəmē/





I.
 
noun




the act of going through a marriage ceremony while already married to another person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bigamist

 
/ˈbiɡəməst /






noun













2.
 
bigamous

 
/ˈbiɡəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bigamie

 , from 
bigame

 ‘bigamous,’ from late Latin 
bigamus

 , from 
bi-

 ‘twice’ + Greek 
-gamos

 ‘married.’






Big Apple

 
/ˌbiɡ ˈapəl /

 

‹informal›






(
the Big Apple

 )


1.
 
a name for New York
 (
sense

 2):




•
 
she flew into the Big Apple on Thursday.



















big band

 
/ˈbiɡ ˌband/






noun




a large group of musicians playing jazz or dance music


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the big band sound.



















Big Bang

 
/biɡ ˈbaNG/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the rapid expansion of matter from a state of extremely high density and temperature that according to current cosmological theories marked the origin of the universe.

A fireball of radiation at extremely high temperature and density, but occupying a tiny volume, is believed to have formed around 13.7 billion years ago. This expanded and cooled, extremely fast at first, but more slowly as subatomic particles condensed into matter that later accumulated to form galaxies and stars. The galaxies are currently still retreating from one another. What was left of the original radiation continued to cool and has been detected as a uniform background of weak microwave radiation.













Big Bear Lake






a reservoir and recreational center in southern California, in the San Bernardino Mountains, east northeast of Los Angeles.









big beat






noun




popular music with a steady, prominent beat


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
had my big beat box and I was jammin'.



















Big Ben






the great clock tower of the Houses of Parliament in London and its bell.









Big Bend National Park






a US national park in a bend of the Rio Grande, in the desert lands of southern Texas on the border with Mexico. In 1975, fossil remains of the pterosaur were discovered here.









Big Bend State






a nickname for the state of Tennessee
 .









Big Black River






a river in Mississippi that flows 330 miles (530 km) into the Mississippi River near Vicksburg.









Big Board

 

‹informal›







the New York Stock Exchange.









big-boned






adjective




(of a person or animal) of larger than average build




•
 
a physically imposing man, tall and big-boned.



















big box






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a very large store that sells goods at discount prices, especially one specializing in a particular type of merchandise




•
 
a big box store in the 'burbs.



















big-breasted

 
big-bosomed






adjective




(of a woman) having large breasts




•
 
big-breasted fantasy women.



















Big Brother

 
/ˈˌbiɡ ˈbrəT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




a person or organization exercising total control over people's lives.








II.
 
derivatives





Big Brotherism

 
/ˈbrəT͟Hərˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from the name of the head of state in George Orwell's 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 (1949).





big business

 
/ˈˌbiɡ ˈbiznis/






noun




large-scale or important financial or commercial activity




•
 
the children's toy market is big business now.




















big cat

 
/ˌbiɡ ˈkat/






noun




any of the large members of the cat family, including the lion, tiger, leopard, jaguar, snow leopard, clouded leopard, cheetah, and cougar.

[
Panthera

 and other genera, family 
Felidae

 .]













big crunch






noun






[Astronomy]

 a contraction of the universe to a state of extremely high density and temperature, hypothesized as a possible scenario for its demise.













Big Daddy

 
Big Chief






noun






‹informal›

 a person in authority; the head of an organization or enterprise.













big data






noun






[Computing]

 extremely large data sets that may be analyzed computationally to reveal patterns, trends, and associations, especially relating to human behavior and interactions




•
 
much IT investment is going towards managing and maintaining big data.



















big day






noun



1.
 
a very important or significant day




•
 
it was a big day for country music




•
 
the children enjoyed themselves preparing for their big day.










2.
 
a person's wedding day




•
 
wedding shops serve happy couples as they prepare for their big day.



















Big Dipper






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a prominent group of seven stars in the constellation Ursa Major (the Great Bear), containing the Pointers that indicate the direction to Polaris.




2.
 
(also 
big dipper

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a roller coaster.













Big Easy

 

‹informal›






(
the Big Easy

 )


1.
 
a name for New Orleans
 .













bigeminy

 
/bīˈjemənē/





I.
 
noun




a cardiac rhythm in which each normal beat is followed by an abnormal one.








II.
 
derivatives





bigeminal

 
/bīˈjemən(ə)l /






adjective





















big end

 
/ˌbiɡ ˈend/






noun




(in an engine) the end of the connecting rod that encircles the crankpin.













bi-gender

 
bi-gendered






adjective




denoting or relating to a person whose sense of personal identity encompasses two genders




•
 
she realized that she missed the feminine side of herself and gradually realized that she was bi-gender.



















bigeneric

 
/ˌbījəˈnerik/






adjective






[Botany]

 relating to or denoting a hybrid between two genera.













bigeye

 
/ˈbiɡī/






noun



1.
 
(also 
bigeye tuna

 )
 — a large migratory tuna that is very important to the commercial fishing industry.

[
Thunnus obesus

 , family 
Scombridae

 .]




2.
 
a reddish, large-eyed fish that lives in moderately deep waters of the tropical Atlantic and the western Indian Ocean.

Also called catalufa
 . [
Priacanthus arenatus

 , family 
Priacanthidae

 .]














Bigfoot

 
/ˈbiɡfo͝ot/





I.
 
noun




a large, hairy, apelike creature resembling a yeti, supposedly found in northwestern America.

Also called Sasquatch
 .











– origin

 so named because of the size of its footprints.





big game

 
/biɡ ɡām/






noun




large animals hunted for sport


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a big-game hunter.



















biggie

 
/ˈbiɡē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a big, important, or successful person or thing




•
 
composers including most of the biggies like Brahms, Wagner, or Mendelssohn.














II.
 
phrases





no biggie








‹informal›

 used to indicate that something is of little consequence




•
 
no biggie, no one will know.





















– origin

 1920s: from big
 + -ie
 .





biggity

 
/ˈbiɡədē /

 

‹US informal›


 
biggety





I.
 
adjective




conceited, self-important, or boastful




•
 
we had no truck with biggity Yankees.














II.
 
adverb




rudely; impudently




•
 
so that's why you talked to him so biggity.



















big government






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 government perceived as excessively interventionist and intruding into all aspects of the lives of its citizens.













big hair






noun






‹informal›

 a bouffant hairstyle, typically one that has been teased, permed, or sprayed to create volume.













bighead

 
/ˈbiɡˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a conceited or arrogant person.













big-headed

 
/ˈbiɡˌhedəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 conceited or arrogant




•
 
I'm trying not to get too big-headed.














II.
 
derivatives





big-headedness

 
/ˈbiɡˌhedədnəs /






noun





















big-hearted

 
/ˌbiɡˈhärdəd/






adjective




(of a person or action) kind and generous.














bighorn

 
/ˈbiɡhôrn /

 
American bighorn sheep






noun




a stocky brown North American wild sheep, found especially in the Rocky Mountains.

Also called mountain sheep
 . [
Ovis canadensis

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]













Bighorn Mountains

 
/ˌbiɡhôrn ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of the Rocky Mountains in Montana and Wyoming. The Bighorn River flows along its west side.









big house






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a prison




•
 
he's doing a stint in the big house.



















bight

 
/bīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curve or recess in a coastline, river, or other geographical feature.




2.
 
a loop of rope, as distinct from the rope's ends.











– origin

 Old English 
byht

 ‘a bend or angle,’ of Germanic origin; related to bow
 2
 .





Big Island






a popular name for the island of Hawaii
 .









big league





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of teams in a professional sport, especially baseball, competing for a championship at the highest level


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
big league teams.










2.
 
(
the big league

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very successful or important group




•
 
the film brought him into the movie world's big league.














II.
 
derivatives





big leaguer






noun





















big media






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the main means of mass communication (i.e., television, radio, and the press), as opposed to blogs or other personal websites.













bigmouth

 
/ˈbiɡmouTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an indiscreet or boastful person.




2.
 
Another term for largemouth bass; see black bass
 .








II.
 
derivatives





bigmouthed






adjective





















Big Muddy






a popular name for the Missouri River, whose waters are muddier than those of the Mississippi River.









big name

 
/biɡ ˈnām/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is famous in a certain sphere




•
 
he's a big name in gymnastics.



















bigorexia

 
/ˌbiɡəˈreksēə/





I.
 
noun




informal term for muscle dysmorphia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





bigorexic






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1980s: from big
 + Greek 
orexis

 ‘appetite,’ on the pattern of 
anorexia

 .






bigot

 
/ˈbiɡət/





I.
 
noun




a person who is intolerant toward those holding different opinions




•
 
don't let a few small-minded bigots destroy the good image of the city.




•
 
he was a fanatical bigot.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a superstitious religious hypocrite): from French, of unknown origin.





bigoted

 
/ˈbiɡədəd/






adjective




having or revealing an obstinate belief in the superiority of one's own opinions and a prejudiced intolerance of the opinions of others




•
 
a bigoted group of reactionaries




•
 
a thoughtless and bigoted article.



















bigotry

 
/ˈbiɡətrē/





I.
 
noun




intolerance toward those who hold different opinions from oneself




•
 
the difficulties of combating prejudice and bigotry.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from bigot
 , reinforced by French 
bigoterie

 .





bigram

 
/ˈbīɡram/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a pair of consecutive written units such as letters, syllables, or words.




•
 
the method of encipherment required the message to be written in bigrams.



















big rig






noun






‹informal›

 another term for tractor-trailer
 .













Big Rip





I.
 
noun




a theory about the end of the universe holding that the accelerating forces driving its expansion will eventually rend all currently organized matter.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of 
Big Bang

 .





big science






noun






‹informal›

 scientific research that is expensive and involves large teams of scientists.













Big Sioux River






a river in South Dakota and Iowa that flows for 420 miles (680 km) to the Missouri River.









Big Sky Country






a nickname for the state of Montana
 .









Big Spring






a city in west Texas, an oil industry center northeast of Midland; pop. 24,270 (est. 2008).










Big Sur

 
/ˌbiɡ ˈsər/






a scenic locality in west central California, south of Monterey on the Pacific coast.









big tent






noun




used in reference to a political party's policy of permitting or encouraging a broad spectrum of views among its members




•
 
the struggle to change Wyoming takes place inside the Republican Party and its “big tent.”



















Big Thicket






a forested area in eastern Texas, north of Beaumont, noted for its biological diversity.










big-ticket

 
/ˈbiɡ ˈtikit/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 constituting a major expense




•
 
big-ticket items such as cars, houses, and expensive vacations.



















big time

 
/ˈbiɡ ˈˌtīm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (
the big time

 )


1.
 
the highest or most successful level in a career, especially in entertainment




•
 
a bit-part actor who finally made the big time in Hollywood.














II.
 
adverb




on a large scale; to a great extent




•
 
this time they've messed up big time.














III.
 
derivatives





big-timer






noun





















big top

 
/ˌbiɡ ˈtäp/






noun




the main tent in a circus.













big tree






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for giant redwood (see redwood
 ).














bigwig

 
/ˈbiɡˌwiɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 an important person, usually in a particular sphere. Also called 
big wheel

 .













Bihar

 
/bēˈhär/






a state in northeastern India; capital, Patna.









Bihari

 
/bəˈhärē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Bihar.




2.
 
a group of three closely related Indic languages, Bhojpuri, Maithili, and Magahi, spoken principally in Bihar.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Bihar, its peoples, or their languages.











– origin

 from Hindi 
Bihārī

 .






bijou

 
/ˈbēZHo͞o bēˈZHo͞o/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a residence or business establishment) small and elegant




•
 
the greasy spoons have given way to bijou restaurants.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a jewel or trinket.











– origin

 French, from Breton 
bizou

 ‘finger ring,’ from 
biz

 ‘finger.’





bijouterie

 
/bēˈZHo͞odərē/





I.
 
noun




jewelry or trinkets




•
 
strewn about were bric-a-brac and bijouterie.

















– origin

 French, from bijou
 .





bikable

 
/ˈbīkəb(ə)l /

 
bikeable






adjective




(of an environment) suitable or safe for cyclists




•
 
bikable urban neighborhoods




•
 
Detroit is flat and eminently bikable.



















bike

 
/bīk/





I.
 
noun




a bicycle or motorcycle




•
 
I'm going 
by bike






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bike ride.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 ride a bicycle or motorcycle




•
 
we hope to encourage as many people as possible to bike to work




•
 (as 
noun

 
biking

 )
 
the terrain is perfect for biking.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





bike lane






noun




a division of a road marked off with painted lines, for use by cyclists.













bike path






noun




a path or road for bicycles and not motor vehicles.













biker

 
/ˈbīkər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a motorcyclist, especially one who is a member of a motorcycle gang or club


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
her biker boyfriend.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a cyclist




•
 
a mountain biker.




















bike shorts






plural noun




skintight knee-length shorts made of a stretch fabric, of a kind originally designed to be worn by cyclists.













bikeway

 
/ˈbīkwā/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a path or lane for the use of bicycles.














bikini

 
/biˈkēnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very brief two-piece swimsuit for women.




2.
 
(also 
bikinis

 )
 — scanty underpants.











– origin

 1940s: named after Bikini
 , where an atomic bomb was exploded in 1946 (because of the supposed ‘explosive’ effect created by the garment).






Bikini

 
/biˈkēnē/






an atoll in the Marshall Islands, in the western Pacific Ocean, used by the US 1946–58 as a site for testing nuclear weapons.









bikini line

 
/biˈkēnē līn/






noun




the area of skin around the edge of the bottom half of a bikini, used especially with reference to the cosmetic removal of the pubic hair in this area.













bikini wax






noun




a cosmetic treatment in which unwanted pubic hair is removed from the bikini line by applying hot wax and then peeling off the wax and hair together.













Biko, Steve

 
/ˈbēkō/






(1946–77), South African radical leader; full name 
Stephen Biko

 . He was banned from political activity in 1973. After his death in police custody, he became a symbol of heroic resistance to apartheid.









Bikol

 
/biˈkōl /

 
Bicol





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of southeastern Luzon in the Philippines.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of the Bikol.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Bikol or their language.













Bikram yoga

 
/ˌbikram ˈyōɡə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of hatha yoga characterized by a set series of postures and breathing exercises, performed in a room heated to a very high temperature.











– origin

 named after the Indian yoga teacher 
Bikram

 Choudhury (1946–), who developed it.





BIL





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's brother-in-law




•
 
my grandmother's sister married her BIL.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





bilabial

 
/ˌbīˈlābēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) formed by closure or near closure of the lips, as in 
p

 , 
b

 , 
m

 , 
w

 .








II.
 
noun




a consonant sound formed by closure or near closure of the lips.













bilateral

 
/ˌbīˈladərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to two sides; affecting both sides




•
 
bilateral hearing is essential for sound location.










2.
 
involving two parties, usually countries




•
 
the recently concluded bilateral agreements with Japan.














II.
 
derivatives





bilaterally

 
/ˌbīˈladərəlē /






adverb





















bilateral symmetry






noun




the property of being divisible into symmetrical halves on either side of a unique plane.













bilayer

 
/ˈbīˌlāər/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a film two molecules thick (formed, e.g., by lipids), in which each molecule is arranged with its hydrophobic end directed inward toward the opposite side of the film and its hydrophilic end directed outward.














Bilbao

 
/bilˈbou/






a seaport and industrial city in northern Spain; pop. 353,340 (2008).









bilberry

 
/ˈbilˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hardy dwarf shrub closely related to the blueberry, with red drooping flowers and dark blue edible berries.

[Genus 
Vaccinium

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, including the 
tundra bilberry

 (
V. uliginosum

 ).]




2.
 
the small blue edible berry of the bilberry plant.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish 
bøllebær

 .





bilbo

 
/ˈbilbō/





I.
 
noun




a sword used in former times, noted for the temper and elasticity of its blade.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
Bilboa

 , an earlier English form of the name Bilbao
 , noted for the manufacture of fine blades.





bilboes

 
/ˈbilbōz/





I.
 
plural noun




an iron bar with sliding shackles formerly used for confining a prisoner's ankles.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Bildungsroman

 
/ˈbildo͝oNGzrōˌmän, ˈbēldo͝oNGks-/





I.
 
noun




a novel dealing with one person's formative years or spiritual education.











– origin

 German, from 
Bildung

 ‘education’ + 
Roman

 ‘a novel.’





bile

 
/bīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bitter greenish-brown alkaline fluid that aids digestion and is secreted by the liver and stored in the gallbladder.




2.
 
anger; irritability




•
 
that topic is sure to stir up plenty of bile.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
bilis

 .





bile duct

 
/ˈbīl ˌdəkt/






noun




the duct that conveys bile from the liver and the gallbladder to the duodenum.













bi-level

 
/ˈbī levəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having or functioning on two levels; arranged on two planes




•
 
the unit's bi-level design keeps water in the sink.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 denoting a style of two-story house in which the lower story is partially sunk below ground level, and the main entrance is between the two stories; split-level.




3.
 
denoting a railroad passenger coach or a bus with seats on two levels.








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bi-level house




•
 
a three-bedroom bi-level.



















bilge

 
/bilj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the area on the outer surface of a ship's hull where the bottom curves to meet the vertical sides.




2.
 
(
bilges

 )
 — the lowest internal portion of the hull.




3.
 
(also 
bilgewater

 )
 — dirty water that collects inside the bilges.




4.
 


‹informal›

 nonsense; rubbish




•
 
romantic bilge dreamed up by journalists.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 break a hole in the bilge of (a ship)




•
 
she was hopelessly bilged, her back broken.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably a variant of bulge
 .





bilge keel

 
/ˈbilj ˌkēl/






noun




each of a pair of plates or timbers fastened under the sides of the hull of a ship to provide lateral resistance to the water, prevent rolling, and support its weight in dry dock.














bilharzia

 
/ˌbilˈhärzēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chronic disease, endemic in parts of Africa and South America, caused by infestation with blood flukes (schistosomes).

Also called bilharziasis
 or schistosomiasis
 .




2.
 
the fluke (schistosome) itself.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, former name of the genus 
Schistosoma

 , named after T. 
Bilharz

 (1825–62), the German physician who discovered the parasite.






bilharziasis

 
/ˌbilˌhärˈzīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 another term for bilharzia
 (the disease).













biliary

 
/ˈbilēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to bile or the bile duct.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
biliaire

 , from 
bile

 ‘bile.’





bilinear

 
/bīˈlinēər/






adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 
‹rare›

 of, relating to, or contained by two straight lines.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 of, relating to, or denoting a function of two variables that is linear and homogeneous in both independently.













bilingual

 
/ˌbīˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) speaking two languages fluently




•
 
a bilingual secretary.










2.
 
(of a text or an activity) written or conducted in two languages




•
 
bilingual dictionaries




•
 
bilingual education.










3.
 
(of a country, city, or other community) using two languages, especially officially




•
 
the town is virtually bilingual in Dutch and German.














II.
 
noun




a person fluent in two languages.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
bilinguis

 , from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + 
lingua

 ‘tongue’ + -al
 .





bilingualism

 
/ˌbīˈliNGɡwəlizəm/






noun




fluency in or use of two languages




•
 
his proficient bilingualism




•
 
earlier ads' playful bilingualism.



















bilious

 
/ˈbilyəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
affected by or associated with nausea or vomiting




•
 
I had eaten something that didn't agree with me and I was a little bilious.










2.
 
(of a color) lurid or sickly




•
 
a bilious olive hue.










3.
 
spiteful; bad-tempered




•
 
outbursts of bilious misogyny.










4.
 


[Physiology]

 of or relating to bile.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biliously






adverb













2.
 
biliousness

 
/ˈbilyəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘biliary’): from Latin 
biliosus

 , from 
bilis

 ‘bile.’





bilirubin

 
/ˌbiləˈro͞obin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an orange-yellow pigment formed in the liver by the breakdown of hemoglobin and excreted in bile.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
bilis

 ‘bile’ + 
ruber

 ‘red’ + -in
 1
 .





biliverdin

 
/ˌbiləˈvərdn, ˈbiliˌvərdn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a green pigment excreted in bile. It is an oxidized derivative of bilirubin.













bilk

 
/bilk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain or withhold money from (someone) by deceit or without justification; cheat or defraud




•
 
government waste has 
bilked

 the taxpayer 
of

 billions of dollars.










2.
 
obtain (money) fraudulently




•
 
some businesses bilk thousands of dollars from unsuspecting elderly consumers.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 evade; elude




•
 
I ducked into the pantry, bilking Edward for the third time this week.














II.
 
derivatives





bilker






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally used in cribbage meaning ‘spoil one's opponent's score’): perhaps a variant of balk
 .






bill1


 
/bil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of money owed for goods supplied or services rendered, set out in a printed or written statement of charges




•
 
he was 
running up a bill

 of hundreds of dollars




•
 
the bill for their meal came to $17.










2.
 
a draft of a proposed law presented to parliament for discussion




•
 
a debate over the civil rights bill.










3.
 
a program of entertainment, especially at a theater




•
 
she was 
top of the bill

 at America's leading vaudeville house.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a banknote; a piece of paper money




•
 
a ten-dollar bill.










5.
 
a poster or handbill




•
 
the circus promoters were 
posting bills

 all over town.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be billed

 )
 — list (a person or event) in a program




•
 
they were billed to appear but didn't show up.










2.
 
(
bill someone/something as

 )
 — describe someone or something in a particular, usually promotional, way, especially as a means of advertisement




•
 
he was billed as “the new Sean Connery.”










3.
 
send a note of charges to (someone)




•
 
we shall be billing them for the damage caused




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he had been billed $3,000 for his license.










4.
 
charge (a sum of money)




•
 
we billed her $400,000.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fit (or fill) the bill






be suitable for a particular purpose




•
 
a partner is an ally or a companion, and you don't seem to fit the bill.















2.
 
foot (or pick up) the bill






see foot
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb).












IV.
 
derivatives





billable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a written list or catalog): from Anglo-Norman French 
bille

 , probably based on medieval Latin 
bulla

 ‘seal, sealed document’ (see also bull
 2
 ).






bill2


 
/bil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the beak of a bird, especially when it is slender, flattened, or weak, or belongs to a web-footed bird or a bird of the pigeon family.




2.
 
the muzzle of a platypus.




3.
 
the point of an anchor fluke.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stiff brim at the front of a cap.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of birds, especially doves) stroke bill with bill during courtship.








III.
 
phrases





bill and coo








‹informal›

 exchange caresses or affectionate words; behave or talk in a very loving or sentimental way.















– origin

 Old English 
bile

 , of unknown origin.






bill3


 
/bil/





I.
 
noun




a medieval weapon like a halberd with a hook instead of a blade.











– origin

 Old English 
bil

 ; related to German 
Bille

 ‘ax.’





billabong

 
/ˈbiləˌbôNG/





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 a branch of a river forming a backwater or stagnant pool, made by water flowing from the main stream during a flood.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Wiradhuri 
bilabang

 (originally as the name of the Bell River, New South Wales), from 
billa

 ‘water’ + 
bang

 ‘channel that is dry except after rain.’





billboard

 
/ˈbilbôrd/






noun




a large outdoor board for displaying advertisements.













billbug

 
/ˈbilˌbəɡ/






noun




a typically large weevil that feeds on various grasses and grains.

[Genus 
Sphenophorus

 , subfamily 
Rhynchophorinae

 , family 
Curculionidae

 : numerous species, including the 
maize billbug

 (
S. maidis

 ), which can cause serious damage to corn plants and can harm or kill poultry by clamping onto the bird's throat or tongue.]













billed

 
/bild/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a beak or bill of a specified kind




•
 
black-billed and yellow-billed cuckoos.



















Billerica

 
/bilˈrikə/






a town in northeastern Massachusetts, south of Lowell; pop. 41,844 (est. 2008).









billet1


 
/ˈbilit/





I.
 
noun




a place, usually a civilian's house or other nonmilitary facility, where soldiers are lodged temporarily.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lodge (soldiers) in a particular place, especially a civilian's house or other nonmilitary facility




•
 
he didn't belong to the regiment billeted at the hotel.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a short written document): from Anglo-Norman French 
billette

 , diminutive of 
bille

 (see bill
 1
 ). The verb is recorded in the late 16th cent., and the noun sense ‘a written order requiring a householder to lodge the bearer, usually a soldier,’ from the mid 17th cent.; hence the current meaning.






billet2


 
/ˈbilit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick piece of wood.




2.
 
a small bar of metal for further processing.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 each of a series of short cylindrical pieces inserted at intervals in decorative hollow moldings.




4.
 


[Heraldry]

 a rectangle placed vertically as a charge.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
billette

 and 
billot

 , diminutives of 
bille

 ‘tree trunk,’ from medieval Latin 
billa

 , 
billus

 ‘branch, trunk,’ probably of Celtic origin.





billet-doux

 
/ˈbilā ˈdo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a love letter.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘sweet note.’





billfish

 
/ˈbilfiSH/






noun




a large, fast-swimming fish of open seas, with a streamlined body and a long, pointed, spearlike snout. It occurs on the surface in warmer waters and is a popular sporting fish.

[Family 
Istiophoridae

 : three genera and several species, including the marlins, sailfish, and spearfishes.]













billfold

 
/ˈbilˌfōld/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a wallet, typically made of leather, especially a thin one with few compartments.













billhook

 
/ˈbilˌho͝ok/






noun




a tool with a sickle-shaped blade with a sharp inner edge, used for pruning or lopping branches or other vegetation.













billiard

 
/ˈbilyərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ] (
billiards

 )
 — a game usually for two people, played on a billiard table, in which three balls are struck with cues into pockets around the edge of the table




•
 
play billiards at home




•
 (as 
modifier

 
billiard

 )
 
a billiard ball




•
 
billiard room.










2.
 
(in full 
English billiards

 )
 — a game played on a billiard table with pockets, in which points are made by caroms, pocketing an object ball, or caroming the cue ball into a pocket.




3.
 
a stroke in which the cue ball strikes two balls successively.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
billard

 , denoting both the game and the cue, diminutive of 
bille

 (see billet
 2
 ).





billiard table






noun



1.
 
a smooth rectangular cloth-covered table used for billiards and some forms of pool, with six pockets at the corners and sides into which the balls can be struck.




2.
 
a table similar to a billiard table but without pockets used for playing carom billiards.













billing

 
/ˈbiliNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of publicizing or being publicized in a particular way




•
 
they can justify their billing as the American League favorites.










2.
 
prominence in publicity, especially as an indication of importance




•
 
he shared 
top billing

 with his wife.










3.
 
the process of making out or sending invoices




•
 
faster, more accurate order fulfillment and billing.










4.
 
the total amount of business conducted in a given time, especially that of an advertising agency




•
 
the account was worth about $2 million a year in billings.



















Billings

 
/ˈbiliNGz/






a commercial city in south central Montana, the state's largest city; pop. 103,994 (est. 2008).









Billings method





I.
 
noun




a system for finding the time of ovulation by examining cervical mucus. It can be used as a form of birth control by avoiding sexual intercourse at that time.











– origin

 1960s: named after Drs. John and Evelyn 
Billings

 , who devised the method.






billion

 
/ˈbilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
the number equivalent to the product of a thousand and a million; 1,000,000,000 or 109





•
 
a world population of over 6 billion




•
 
half a billion dollars.










2.
 
(
billions

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very large number or amount of something




•
 
our immune systems are killing billions of germs right now.










3.
 
a billion dollars (or pounds, etc.)




•
 
the problem persists despite the billions spent on it.










4.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a million million (1,000,000,000,000 or 1012
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





billionth

 
/ˈbilyənTH /






ordinal number



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
million

 , by substitution of the prefix 
bi-

 ‘two’ for the initial letters.





billionaire

 
/ˌbilyəˈner/





I.
 
noun




a person possessing assets worth at least a billion dollars (or pounds, etc.).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from billion
 , on the pattern of 
millionaire

 .






Billiton

 
/biˈlēˌtōn/






former name of Belitung
 .









bill of attainder






noun




see attainder
 .













bill of exchange

 
/ˈbil əv əksˌCHānj/






noun




a written order to a person requiring the person to make a specified payment to the signatory or to a named payee; a promissory note.













bill of fare






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a menu.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 the selection of food available to or consumed by (a person or animal)




•
 
our bill of fare in Alaska included clams, mussels, and herring.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a program for a theatrical event.














bill of goods





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a consignment of merchandise.








II.
 
phrases





sell someone a bill of goods








(N. Amer.)

 deceive someone, usually by persuading them to accept something untrue or undesirable




•
 
she was sold a bill of goods about that dog's pedigree.
























bill of health





I.
 
noun




a certificate relating to the incidence of infectious disease on a ship or in the port from which it has sailed.








II.
 
phrases





a clean bill of health






a declaration or confirmation that someone is healthy or that something is in good condition




•
 
a survey gave the property a clean bill of health.























bill of indictment






noun






‹historical›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a written accusation as presented to a grand jury.













bill of lading






noun




a detailed list of a shipment of goods in the form of a receipt given by the carrier to the person consigning the goods.













Bill of Rights






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the first ten amendments to the US Constitution, ratified in 1791 and guaranteeing such rights as the freedoms of speech, assembly, and worship.




2.
 


[Law]

 the English constitutional settlement of 1689, confirming the deposition of James II and the accession of William and Mary, guaranteeing the Protestant succession, and laying down the principles of parliamentary supremacy.




3.
 


[Law]

 a formal declaration of the legal and civil rights of the citizens of any state, country, federation, etc.




•
 
international law and the New Zealand Bill of Rights say that everyone has the right to seek asylum if they are found to be persecuted.










4.
 


[Law]

 a document or piece of legislation setting out the rights or entitlements of a particular group or class of people




•
 
a record label that offers a Bill of Rights for recording artists




•
 
an airline passengers' Bill of Rights.



















bill of sale






noun




a certificate of transfer of personal property.













billon

 
/ˈbilən/





I.
 
noun




an alloy formerly used for coinage, containing gold or silver with a predominating amount of copper or other base metal.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘bronze or copper money,’ in Old French ‘ingot,’ from 
bille

 (see billet
 2
 ).





billow

 
/ˈbilō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large undulating mass of something, typically cloud, smoke, or steam.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a large sea wave.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of fabric) fill with air and swell outward




•
 
her dress 
billowed out

 around her.










2.
 
(of smoke, cloud, or steam) move or flow outward with an undulating motion




•
 
smoke was billowing from the chimney.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
billowing






adjective













2.
 
billowy

 
/ˈbilōē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old Norse 
bylgja

 .





billposter

 
/ˈbilˌpōstər/





I.
 
noun




a person who posts advertisements, notices, or posters.








II.
 
derivatives





billposting

 
/ˈbilˌpōstiNG /






noun





















billy

 
/ˈbilē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for billy goat
 .




2.
 
(also 
billy club

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a truncheon; a cudgel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Billy

 , nickname for the given name 
William

 .






billy goat

 
/ˈbilē ɡōt/






noun




a male goat.













bilobed

 
/bīˈlōbd /

 
bilobate






adjective




having or consisting of two lobes.













bilocation

 
/ˌbīlōˈkāSHən/






noun




the supposed phenomenon of being in two places simultaneously.













Biloxi

 
/biˈləksē, -ˈläksē/






a city in southeastern Mississippi, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 45,670 (est. 2008). It is a noted fishing and tourist center.









biltong

 
/ˈbilˌtôNG/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly S. African)

 lean meat that is salted and dried in strips.











– origin

 Afrikaans, from Dutch 
bil

 ‘buttock’ + 
tong

 ‘tongue.’





bimanual

 
/bīˈmanyəwəl/





I.
 
adjective




performed with both hands.








II.
 
derivatives





bimanually






adverb





















bimble

 
/ˈbimbəl /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or travel at a leisurely pace




•
 
on Sunday we bimbled around Spitalfields and Brick Lane.














II.
 
noun




a leisurely walk or journey




•
 
we were enjoying a pleasant bimble over the rocks.

















– origin

 1980s: probably an alteration of bumble
 .





bimbo

 
/ˈbimbō /

 
bimbette





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an attractive but empty-headed young woman, especially one perceived as a willing sex object.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally in the sense ‘fellow, man’): from Italian, literally ‘little child.’





bimetallic

 
/ˌbīməˈtalik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made or consisting of two metals.




2.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to bimetallism.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
bimétallique

 , from 
bi-

 ‘two’ + 
métallique

 ‘metallic.’





bimetallic strip

 
/bīmətalikˈstrip/






noun




a temperature-sensitive electrical contact used in some thermostats, consisting of two bands of different metals joined face to face along their lengths. When heated, the metals expand at different rates, causing the strip to bend.













bimetallism

 
/bīˈmedlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a system allowing the unrestricted currency of two metals (e.g., gold and silver) as legal tender at a fixed ratio to each other.








II.
 
derivatives





bimetallist

 
/ˌbīˈmedləst /






noun





















bimillenary

 
/bīˈmiləˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a period of two thousand years or a two-thousandth anniversary.








II.
 
noun




a period of two thousand years or a two-thousandth anniversary.













Bimini

 
/ˈbimənē /

 
Biminis






resort islands in the northwestern Bahamas. The legendary Fountain of Youth sought by Ponce de León was thought to be here.









bimodal

 
/bīˈmōdl/






adjective




having or involving two modes, in particular (of a statistical distribution) having two maxima.













bimolecular

 
/ˌbīməˈlekyələr/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 consisting of or involving two molecules.













bimonthly

 
/ˌbīˈmənTHlē/





I.
 
adjective




occurring or produced twice a month or every two months




•
 
a bimonthly newsletter.














II.
 
adverb




twice a month or every two months




•
 
the magazine appears bimonthly.














III.
 
noun




a periodical produced twice a month or every two months.











usage:

 On the ambiguity of words like 
bimonthly

 , 
biweekly

 , etc., see usage at bi-
 .





bin

 
/bin/





I.
 
noun

 — [with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a receptacle for storing a specified substance




•
 
a vegetable bin.










2.
 
a receptacle in which to deposit trash or recyclables




•
 
we tossed the soda cans in the bin marked “aluminum only.”










3.
 


[Statistics]

 each of a series of ranges of numerical value into which data are sorted in statistical analysis.




4.
 
short for loony bin
 :




•
 
back in the bin, she suffers from dreadful nightmares.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (something) in a bin.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 group together (data) in bins.











– origin

 Old English 
bin(n)

 , 
binne

 , of Celtic origin; related to Welsh 
ben

 ‘cart.’ The original meaning was ‘receptacle’ in a general sense; also specifically ‘a receptacle for provender in a stable’ and ‘a receptacle for storing grain, bread, or other foodstuffs.’ The sense ‘receptacle for trash’ dates from the mid 19th cent.





bin-






prefix




variant spelling of bi-
 before a vowel (as in 
binaural

 ).














binary

 
/ˈbīnərē ˈbīˌnərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, using, or expressed in a system of numerical notation that has 2 rather than 10 as a base.




2.
 
relating to, composed of, or involving two things




•
 
testing the so-called binary, or dual-chemical, weapons.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the binary system: binary notation




•
 
the device is counting in binary.










2.
 
something having two parts.




3.
 
a binary star.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘duality, a pair’): from late Latin 
binarius

 , from 
bini

 ‘two together.’





binary code






noun






[Electronics]

 a coding system using the binary digits 0 and 1 to represent a letter, digit, or other character in a computer or other electronic device.













binary coded decimal

 
BCD






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a system for coding a number in which each digit of a decimal number is represented individually by its binary equivalent.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a number represented as a binary coded decimal.













binary digit






noun




one of two digits (0 or 1) in a binary system of notation.













binary operation






noun




a mathematical operation, such as addition or multiplication, performed on two elements of a set to derive a third element.













binary star

 
/ˈbīnərē ˈbīˌnerē stär/






noun




a system of two stars in which one star revolves around the other or both revolve around a common center.













binary system

 
/ˈbīnərē ˌsistəm ˈbīˌnerē ˌsistəm/






noun



1.
 
a system in which information can be expressed by combinations of the digits 0 and 1.




2.
 
a system consisting of two parts




•
 
the binary system of state and public schools.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 a star system containing two stars orbiting around each other.













binary tree






noun






[Computing]

 a data structure in which a record is linked to two successor records, usually referred to as the left branch when greater and the right when less than the previous record.













binate

 
/ˈbīnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 growing in pairs.




2.
 


[Botany]

 composed of two equal parts.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
binatus

 , from Latin 
bini

 ‘two together.’





binational

 
/ˌbīˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




concerning or consisting of two nations.













binaural

 
/bīˈnôrəl/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or used with both ears




•
 
human hearing is binaural.










2.
 
of or relating to sound recorded using two microphones and usually transmitted separately to the two ears of the listener.














bind

 
/bīnd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tie or fasten (something) tightly




•
 
floating bundles of logs 
bound together

 with ropes




•
 
the magician bound her wrists with a silk scarf.










2.
 
restrain (someone) by the tying up of hands and feet




•
 
the raider then bound and gagged Mr. Glenn.










3.
 
wrap (something) tightly




•
 
her hair was 
bound up

 in a towel.










4.
 
bandage (a wound)




•
 
he cleaned the wound and 
bound

 it 
up

 with a clean dressing




•
 
she had bound his wounds with a poultice of herbs.










5.
 
(
be bound with

 )
 — (of an object) be encircled by something, typically metal bands, in order to strengthen it




•
 
an ancient oak chest, bound with brass braces.










6.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a rule or set of grammatical conditions) determine the relationship between (coreferential noun phrases).




7.
 
cohere or cause to cohere in a single mass


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
mix the flour with the coconut and enough egg white to bind them




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
clay is made up chiefly of tiny soil particles that 
bind together

 tightly.










8.
 
cause (painting pigments) to form a smooth medium by mixing them with oil




•
 
use a white that is bound in linseed oil.










9.
 
hold by chemical bonding




•
 
a protein in a form that can bind DNA.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bind to

 )
 — combine with (a substance) through chemical bonding




•
 
these proteins have been reported to 
bind to

 calmodulin.










11.
 
cause (people) to feel united




•
 
the comradeship that had 
bound

 such a disparate bunch of young men 
together

 .










12.
 
(
bind someone to

 )
 — cause someone to feel strongly attached to (a person or place)




•
 
loosened the ties that had bound him to the university.










13.
 


‹formal›

 impose a legal or contractual obligation on




•
 
a party who signs a document will normally be bound by its terms.










14.
 
indenture (someone) as an apprentice




•
 
he was 
bound apprentice

 at the age of sixteen.










15.
 
(
bind oneself

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 make a contractual or enforceable undertaking




•
 
the government cannot bind itself as to the form of subsequent legislation.










16.
 
secure (a contract), typically with a sum of money.




17.
 
(
be bound by

 )
 — be hampered or constrained by




•
 
Sarah did not want to be bound by a rigid timetable.










18.
 
fix together and enclose (the pages of a book) in a cover




•
 
a small, fat volume, bound in red morocco.










19.
 
trim (the edge of a piece of material) with a decorative strip




•
 
a ruffle with the edges 
bound in

 a contrasting color.










20.
 


[Logic]

 (of a quantifier) be applied to (a given variable) so that the variable falls within its scope.

[For example, in an expression of the form ‘For every 
x

 , if 
x

 is a dog, 
x

 is an animal,’ the universal quantifier is binding the variable 
x

 .]








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a problematical situation




•
 
he is in a political bind over the welfare issue.










2.
 


‹formal›

 a statutory constraint




•
 
the moral bind of the law.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Music]

 another term for tie
 .




4.
 
another term for bine
 .








III.
 
phrases





bind someone hand and foot






see hand
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bind off








(N. Amer.)

 cast off in knitting.









2.
 
bind someone over






(usu. 
be bound over

 )
 — (of a court of law) require someone to fulfill an obligation, typically by paying a sum of money as surety




•
 
he was bound over for trial on a felony charge.





















– origin

 Old English 
bindan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
binden

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
bandh

 .





binder

 
/ˈbīndər/






noun



1.
 
a thing or person that binds something, in particular




2.
 
a cover for holding loose sheets of paper, magazines, etc., together.




3.
 
a substance that acts cohesively.




4.
 
a reaping machine that binds grain into sheaves.




5.
 
a bookbinder.













binder twine

 
/ˈbīndər twīn/






noun




(in farming) strong cord made from plastic or natural fiber, used in a baling machine or binder to tie hay and straw bales.













bindery

 
/ˈbīndərē/






noun




a workshop or factory in which books are bound.













bindi

 
/ˈbindē/





I.
 
noun




a decorative mark worn in the middle of the forehead by Indian women.











– origin

 from Hindi 
bindī

 .





bindi-eye

 
/ˈbindiˌī/





I.
 
noun




a small perennial Australian plant of the daisy family that has a burlike fruit.

[
Calotis cuneifolia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from an Aboriginal language.





binding

 
/ˈbīndiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong covering holding the pages of a book together.




2.
 
fabric such as braid used for binding the edges of a piece of material.




3.
 
(also 
ski binding

 )
 — a mechanical device fixed to a ski to grip a ski boot, especially either of a pair used for downhill skiing that hold the toe and heel of the boot and release it automatically in a fall.




4.
 
the action of fastening, holding together, or being linked by chemical bonds




•
 
the binding of antibodies to cell surfaces.










5.
 
(in Chomskyan linguistics) the relationship between a referentially dependent form (such as a reflexive) and the independent noun phrase that determines its reference.








II.
 
adjective




(of an agreement or promise) involving an obligation that cannot be broken




•
 
business agreements are intended to be legally binding.



















binding energy






noun






[Physics]

 the energy that holds a nucleus together, equal to the mass defect of the nucleus.













binding post






noun






[Electronics]

 a connector consisting of a threaded screw to which bare wires are attached and held in place by a nut.













bindlestiff

 
/ˈbindəlˌstif/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a tramp or a hobo, especially one carrying a bundle containing a bedroll and other gear.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from an alteration of bundle
 + stiff
 (in the sense ‘useless person’).






bindweed

 
/ˈbīn(d)wēd/






noun



1.
 
a twining plant with trumpet-shaped flowers. Several kinds are invasive weeds.

[Genera 
Convolvulus

 and 
Calystegia

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 : several species, including the widespread 
hedge bindweed

 (or 
wild morning glory

 ) (
Calystegia sepium

 ).]




2.
 
used in names of twining plants similar to bindweed, e.g., 
black bindweed

 .














bine

 
/bīn/





I.
 
noun




a long flexible stem of a climbing plant, especially the hop.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: originally a dialect form of bind
 .





Binet, Alfred

 
/bəˈnā/






(1857–1911), French psychologist. He devised a mental age scale that described performance in relation to the average performance of students of the same physical age. With psychiatrist 
Théodore Simon

 (1873–1961), he was responsible for a pioneering system of intelligence tests.









Binet–Simon scale

 
/bəˌnāˈsīmən ˌskāl/






noun




the measurement of intelligence by the application of a test (see Binet–Simon test
 ) consisting of tasks and problems graded in terms of mental age.














Binet–Simon test

 
/biˌnāˈsīmən ˌtest /

 
Binet test






noun






[Psychology]

 a test used to measure intelligence, especially that of children.













bing

 
/biNG/





I.
 
exclamation




indicating a sudden action or event




•
 
Bing! They've hit you with something.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally dialect in the sense ‘sudden bang’): imitative.





Bing, Sir Rudolf

 
/biNG/






(1902–97), British opera conductor and manager; born in Austria. He was conductor and director of the Metropolitan Opera in New York City 1950–72. In 1955, he hired Marian Anderson, ending the Met's unwritten ban against African Americans. He was knighted in 1971.









Bing cherry

 
/ˈbiNG ˌCHerē/






noun




a large heart-shaped cherry, juicy, sweet and dark blackish-red.













binge

 
/binj /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a short period devoted to indulging in an activity to excess, especially drinking alcohol or eating




•
 
he 
went on a binge

 and was in no shape to drive




•
 
a spending binge.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indulge in an activity, especially eating, to excess




•
 
some dieters say they cannot help 
binging on

 chocolate




•
 (as 
noun

 
binging

 )
 
her secret binging and vomiting.














III.
 
derivatives





binger






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






binge-drink





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consume an excessive amount of alcohol in a short period of time




•
 
if you don't allow alcohol to be served at a stadium, fans will just go out and binge-drink before the game.














II.
 
derivatives





binge drinker






noun





















binge drinking

 
/ˈbin(d)ZH ˌdriNGkiNG/






noun




the consumption of an excessive amount of alcohol in a short period of time




•
 
teenagers as young as 16 admit to binge drinking.




















binge-eat





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consume large quantities of food in a short period of time, typically as part of an eating disorder




•
 
I started to binge-eat and feast on junk foods




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I'd diet for five days, then binge-eat a week's worth of food in one day.














II.
 
derivatives





binge eater






noun





















binge eating






noun




the consumption of large quantities of food in a short period of time, typically as part of an eating disorder.














binge-eating syndrome






noun




see bulimia
 .














binge-purge syndrome






noun




see bulimia
 .













binge-watch

 
binge-view





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 watch multiple episodes of (a television program) in rapid succession, typically by means of DVDs or digital streaming




•
 
you can binge-watch the entire season with this set.














II.
 
derivatives





binge watcher

 
binge viewer






noun



















– origin

 1990s: on the pattern of binge-drink
 , binge-eat
 .





binge watching

 
binge viewing






noun




the practice of watching multiple episodes of a television program in rapid succession, typically by means of DVDs or digital streaming




•
 
people who watch television online say they regularly indulge in binge watching.



















Bingham, George Caleb

 
/ˈbiNGəm/






(1811–79), US artist. His paintings of the US frontier include 
The Fur Traders Descending the Missouri

 (1845), 
The Trappers Return

 (1851), and 
The County Election

 (1851–52).









Binghamton

 
/ˈbiNGəmtən/






an industrial city in south central New York, on the Susquehanna River, near the Pennsylvania border; pop. 44,729 (est. 2008).









bingo

 
/ˈbiNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a game in which players mark off numbers on cards as the numbers are drawn randomly by a caller, the winner being the first person to mark off five numbers in a row or another required pattern.








II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express satisfaction or surprise at a sudden positive event or outcome




•
 
bingo, she leapfrogged into a sales trainee position.










2.
 
a call by someone who wins a game of bingo.











– origin

 1920s (as an interjection): of unknown origin.





binky

 
/ˈbiNGkē /

 
binkie






noun

 — ( in the US)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a pacifier




•
 
Daniel lay in his carriage, happily sucking a binky.



















bin Laden, Osama

 
/ˌbin ˈlädn/






(1957–2011), Islamic militant, born in Saudi Arabia. He was regarded as the founder of al-Qaeda and the mastermind behind the September 11 terrorist attacks. Following the attacks, he went into hiding, but was tracked down and killed by US special forces in Pakistan.









binnacle

 
/ˈbinəkəl/





I.
 
noun




a built-in housing for a ship's compass.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as 
bittacle

 ): from Spanish 
bitácula

 , 
bitácora

 or Portuguese 
bitacola

 , from Latin 
habitaculum

 ‘dwelling place,’ from 
habitare

 ‘inhabit.’ The change to 
binnacle

 occurred in the mid 18th cent.





binocs

 
/bəˈnäks/






plural noun






‹informal›

 short for binoculars
 .














binocular

 
/bəˈnäkyələr/





I.
 
adjective




adapted for or using both eyes




•
 
a binocular microscope.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘having two eyes’): from Latin 
bini

 ‘two together’ + 
oculus

 ‘eye,’ on the pattern of 
ocular

 .






binoculars

 
/bəˈnäkyələrz/





I.
 
plural noun




an optical instrument with a lens for each eye, used for viewing distant objects.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: plural of binocular
 .





binocular vision






noun




vision using two eyes with overlapping fields of view, allowing good perception of depth.













binomial

 
/bīˈnōmēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 an algebraic expression of the sum or the difference of two terms.




2.
 
a two-part name, especially the Latin name of a species of living organism (consisting of the genus followed by the specific epithet).




3.
 


[Grammar]

 a noun phrase with two heads joined by a conjunction, in which the order is relatively fixed (as in 
knife and fork

 ).








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 consisting of two terms.




2.
 
of or relating to a binomial or to the binomial theorem.




3.
 
having or using two names, used especially of the Latin name of a species of living organism.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
binôme

 or modern Latin 
binomium

 (from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + Greek 
nomos

 ‘part, portion’) + -al
 .





binomial distribution






noun






[Statistics]

 a frequency distribution of the possible number of successful outcomes in a given number of trials in each of which there is the same probability of success.













binomial nomenclature

 
/bīˈnōmēəl ˈnōmənˌklāCHər/






noun






[Biology]

 the system of nomenclature in which two terms are used to denote a species of living organism, the first one indicating the genus and the second the specific epithet.

Compare with systematic name
 .













binomial theorem

 
/bīˈnōmēəl ˈTHēərəm ˈTHirəm/






noun




a formula for finding any power of a binomial without multiplying at length.













binturong

 
/binˈto͝orôNG/





I.
 
noun




a tree-dwelling Asian civet with a coarse blackish coat and a muscular prehensile tail.

[
Arctictis binturong

 , family 
Viverridae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malay.





binucleate

 
/bīˈn(y)o͞oclēit, -ˌāt/






adjective




having two nuclei.













bio1


 
/ˈbīō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a biography or short biographical profile of someone




•
 
the latest in a series of unauthorized bios.














II.
 
adjective




biographical




•
 
it was excluded from her official bio material.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





bio2


 
/ˈbīō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(US)

 biology




•
 
I majored in bio and I'm waiting to see about med school.














II.
 
adjective




biological




•
 
studying the effects of bio treatment




•
 
he's never met his bio dad.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






bio-

 
/ˈbīō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or relating to life




•
 
biosynthesis.










2.
 
biological; relating to biology




•
 
biohazard.










3.
 
of living beings




•
 
biogenesis.










4.
 
relating to or involving the use of toxic biological or biochemical substances as weapons of war




•
 
bioterrorism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
bios

 ‘(course of) human life.’ The sense is extended in modern scientific usage to mean ‘organic life.’





bioaccumulate

 
/ˌbīōəˈkyo͞omyəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a substance) become concentrated inside the bodies of living things.








II.
 
derivatives





bioaccumulation

 
/-ˌkyo͞omyəˈlāSHən /






noun





















bioacoustics

 
/ˌbīōəˈko͞ostiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of acoustics concerned with sounds produced by or affecting living organisms, especially as relating to communication.













bioactive

 
/ˌbīōˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) having a biological effect.








II.
 
derivatives





bioactivity

 
/-akˈtivitē /






noun





















bioadhesive

 
/ˌbīōadˈhēsiv, -ziv/





I.
 
noun




an adhesive substance produced by or obtained from living organisms, or used on living tissue.








II.
 
adjective




having the properties of a bioadhesive.




•
 
bioadhesive polymers.



















bioarchaeology

 
/ˌbīōˌärkēˈäləjē /

 
bioarcheology





I.
 
noun




the study of bones and other biological materials found in archaeological remains in order to provide information about human life or the environment in the past




•
 
he recommended that the skeletons be reinterred after being studied by experts in bioarchaeology.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bioarchaeological






adjective













2.
 
bioarchaeologist






noun





















bioassay

 
/ˌbīōəˈsā/





I.
 
noun




measurement of the concentration or potency of a substance by its effect on living cells or tissues.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bio-
 ‘life’ + assay
 .





bioastronautics

 
/ˌbīōˌastrəˈnôdiks/






noun




the study of the effects of space flight on living organisms.













bioavailability

 
/ˌbīōˌəvāləˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the proportion of a drug or other substance that enters the circulation when introduced into the body and so is able to have an active effect.








II.
 
derivatives





bioavailable

 
/-əˈvāləbəl /






adjective





















biobank

 
/ˈbīōˌbaNGk/






noun




a large collection of biological or medical data and tissue samples, amassed for research purposes.




•
 
biobanks are a powerful tool in the study of complex diseases.



















biobibliography

 
/ˌbīōˌbiblēˈäɡrəfē/






noun




a bibliography containing biographical information about the author(s).













biocatalyst

 
/ˌbīōˈkadələst/





I.
 
noun




a substance, such as an enzyme or hormone, that initiates or increases the rate of a chemical reaction.








II.
 
derivatives





biocatalytic

 
/ˌbīōˌkatlˈitik /






adjective





















biocenosis

 
/ˌbīōsəˈnōsəs /

 
biocoenosis





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 an association of different organisms forming a closely integrated community.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from bio-
 ‘life’ + Greek 
koinōsis

 ‘sharing’ (from 
koinos

 ‘common’).





biocentrism

 
/ˌbīōˈsentrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the view or belief that the rights and needs of humans are not more important than those of other living things.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biocentric

 
/-trik /






adjective













2.
 
biocentrist






noun





















biochar

 
/ˈbīōˌCHär/





I.
 
noun




charcoal produced from plant matter and stored in the soil as a means of removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.











– origin

 1990s: blend of biomass
 and charcoal
 .






biochemical oxygen demand

 
/ˌbīōˌkeməkəl ˈäksəjən diˌmand /

 
BOD






noun




the amount of dissolved oxygen that must be present in water in order for microorganisms to decompose the organic matter in the water, used as a measure of the degree of pollution.

Also called biological oxygen demand
 .













biochemist

 
/ˌbīōˈkeməst/






noun




an expert in or student of the branch of science concerning the chemical processes occurring within living organisms




•
 
a new study by biochemists at Iowa State University.



















biochemistry

 
/ˌbīōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of science concerned with the chemical and physicochemical processes that occur within living organisms.




2.
 
biochemical processes




•
 
abnormal brain biochemistry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biochemical

 
/ˈˌbīōˈkeməkəl /






adjective













2.
 
biochemically






adverb





















biochip

 
/ˈbīōˌCHip/






noun



1.
 
a microchip intended to function in a biological environment, especially inside a living organism.




2.
 
a logical device analogous to the silicon chip, whose components are formed from biological molecules or structures.













biocide

 
/ˈbīəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poisonous substance, especially a pesticide.




2.
 
the destruction of life




•
 
our whims have brought us to the brink of biocide.














II.
 
derivatives





biocidal

 
/ˌbīəˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from bio-
 ‘life’ + -cide
 .





biocircuit

 
/ˈbīōˌsərkət/





I.
 
noun




an integrated circuit incorporating biological molecules or structures.








II.
 
derivatives





biocircuitry

 
/ˌbīōˈsərkitrē /






noun





















bioclimatic

 
/ˌbīōklīˈmadik/






adjective






[Ecology]

 of or relating to the interrelation of climate and the activities and distribution of living organisms.













bioclimatology

 
/ˌbīōˌklīməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of climate in relation to living organisms and especially to human health.








II.
 
derivatives





bioclimatological

 
/-ˌklīmətlˈäjikəl /






adjective





















biocompatible

 
/ˌbīōkəmˈpadəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of materials used in surgical implants) not harmful to living tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





biocompatibility

 
/-ˌpatəˈbilitē /






noun





















biocomputer

 
/ˈbīōkəmˌpyo͞odər/






noun



1.
 
a hypothetical computer based on circuits and components formed from biological molecules or structures that would be smaller and faster than an equivalent computer built from semiconductor components.




2.
 
a human being, or the human mind, regarded as a computer.













biocomputing

 
/ˌbīōkəmˈpyo͞odiNG/






noun



1.
 
the design and construction of computers using biochemical components.




2.
 
an approach to programming that seeks to emulate or model biological processes.




3.
 
computing in a biological context or environment.













biocontrol

 
/ˌbīōkənˈtrōl/






noun




short for biological control
 .













bioconversion

 
/ˌbīōkənˈvərZH(ə)n/






noun




the conversion of organic matter, such as animal or plant waste, into a source of energy through the action of microorganisms.













biodefense

 
/ˈbīōdiˌfens, ˈbīōˌdēfens/






noun




defensive measures taken to protect against an attack using biological weapons.




•
 
senators say that the government should spend $1.6 billion next year to bolster public health and biodefense.



















biodegradable

 
/ˌbīōdəˈɡrādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance or object) capable of being decomposed by bacteria or other living organisms.








II.
 
derivatives





biodegradability

 
/ˌbīōdəˌɡrādəˈbilədē /






noun





















biodegrade

 
/ˌbīōdəˈɡrād/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a substance or object) be decomposed by bacteria or other living organisms




•
 
most plastics will not biodegrade at all.














II.
 
derivatives





biodegradation

 
/ˌbīōˌdeɡrəˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun





















biodiesel

 
/ˈbīōˌdēzəl ˈbīōˌdēsəl/






noun




a biofuel intended as a substitute for diesel.













biodiverse

 
/ˌbīōdiˈvərs, ˌbīōdī-/






adjective




(of a habitat or region) having a high level of biodiversity




•
 
Australia is one of the most biodiverse regions on earth.



















biodiversity

 
/ˌbīōdiˈvərsədē ˌbīōˌdīˈvərsədē/






noun




the variety of life in the world or in a particular habitat or ecosystem.













biodynamics

 
/ˌbīōdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of physical motion or dynamics in living systems.




2.
 
a method of organic farming involving such factors as the observation of lunar phases and planetary cycles and the use of incantations and ritual substances.








II.
 
derivatives





biodynamic

 
/ˌbīōdīˈnamik /






adjective





















bioelectric

 
/ˌbīōˌəˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to electricity or electrical phenomena produced within living organisms.








II.
 
derivatives





bioelectrical






adjective





















bioelectronics

 
/ˌbīōilekˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study and application of electronics in medicine and biological processes.




2.
 
the integration of biological principles in electronic technology




•
 
the impact of bioelectronics on computer hardware.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bioelectronic






adjective













2.
 
bioelectronically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















bioenergetics

 
/ˌbīōˌenərˈjediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the transformation of energy in living organisms.




2.
 
a system of alternative psychotherapy based on the belief that emotional healing can be aided through resolution of bodily tension.








II.
 
derivatives





bioenergetic






adjective





















bioenergy

 
/ˌbīōˈenərjē/






noun




renewable energy produced by living organisms.













bioengineering

 
/ˌbīōˌenjəˈniriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for genetic engineering
 .




2.
 
the use of artificial tissues, organs, or organ components to replace damaged or absent parts of the body, such as artificial limbs and heart pacemakers.




3.
 
the use in engineering or industry of biological organisms or processes.








II.
 
derivatives





bioengineer






noun, verb





















bioethanol

 
/ˌbīōˈeTHənôl/






noun




ethanol produced from plants such as sugar cane or corn, used as an alternative to gasoline.













bioethics

 
/ˌbīōˈeTHiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the ethics of medical and biological research.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bioethical

 
/-ˈeTHikəl /






adjective













2.
 
bioethicist

 
/-ˈeTHəsist /






noun





















biofeedback

 
/ˌbīōˈfēdbak/






noun




the use of electronic monitoring of a normally automatic bodily function in order to train someone to acquire voluntary control of that function.













biofilm

 
/ˈbīōˌfilm/






noun




a thin, slimy film of bacteria that adheres to a surface.














bioflavonoid

 
/ˌbīōˈflāvənoid/






noun




any of a group of compounds occurring mainly in citrus fruits and black currants, formerly regarded as vitamins.













biofouling

 
/ˈbīōˌfouliNG/






noun




the fouling of pipes and underwater surfaces by organisms such as barnacles and algae.













biofuel

 
/ˈbīōˌfyo͞o(ə)l/






noun




a fuel derived directly from living matter.













biogas

 
/ˈbīōˌɡas/






noun




gaseous fuel, especially methane, produced by the fermentation of organic matter.













biogeneric

 
/ˌbīōjəˈnerik/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for biosimilar
 :




•
 
the advent of biogenerics could cause biotech companies to withhold more information about their products




•
 
biogeneric versions of off-patent medicines.

















– origin

 1990s: from bio-
 + generic
 .





biogenesis

 
/ˌbīōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the synthesis of substances by living organisms.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the hypothesis that living matter arises only from other living matter.








II.
 
derivatives





biogenetic

 
/ˌbīōjəˈnedik /






adjective






















biogenetic law

 
/ˌbīōjəˌnedik ˈlô/






noun




the theory that evolutionary stages are repeated in the growth of a young animal.

Also called recapitulation theory
 .













biogenic

 
/ˌbīōˈjenik/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
produced or brought about by living organisms




•
 
biogenic sediments.



















biogeochemical

 
/ˌbīōˌjēōˈkemək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the cycle in which chemical elements and simple substances are transferred between living systems and the environment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biogeochemist

 
/-ˈkemist /






noun













2.
 
biogeochemistry

 
/-ˈkeməstrē /






noun





















biogeography

 
/ˌbīōjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology that deals with the geographical distribution of plants and animals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biogeographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
biogeographic

 
/-ˌjēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
biogeographical

 
/-ˌjēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
biogeographically






adverb





















biographee

 
/bīˌäɡrəˈfē/






noun




one who is the subject of a biography.













biographer

 
/bīˈäɡrəfər/






noun




a person who writes an account of someone's life




•
 
an important biographer of contemporary artists.



















biographical

 
/ˌbīəˈɡrafəkəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of data or a written work) dealing with a particular person's life




•
 
biographical information




•
 
biographical books on the Beatles.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biographic

 
/ˌbīəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
biographically

 
/ˌbīəˈɡrafik /






adverb






















biography

 
/bīˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an account of someone's life written by someone else.




2.
 
biographies as a branch of literature.




3.
 
a human life in its course




•
 
although their individual biographies are different, both are motivated by a similar ambition.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
biographie

 or modern Latin 
biographia

 , from medieval Greek, from 
bios

 ‘life’ + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





biohacking

 
/ˈbīōhakiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity of exploiting genetic material experimentally without regard to accepted ethical standards, or for criminal purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





biohacker






noun





















biohazard

 
/ˈbīōˌhazərd/






noun




a risk to human health or the environment arising from biological work, especially with microorganisms.













bioindicator

 
/ˌbīōˈindəˌkādər/





I.
 
noun




an organism whose status in an ecosystem is analyzed as an indication of the ecosystem's heath.








II.
 
derivatives





bioindication

 
/-ˌindiˈkāSHən /






noun





















bioinformatics

 
/ˌbīōˌinfərˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of collecting and analyzing complex biological data such as genetic codes.








II.
 
derivatives





bioinformatic






adjective






















Bioko

 
/bēˈōkō/






an island in Equatorial Guinea, in the eastern part of the Gulf of Guinea. Its chief town is Malabo, which is also the capital of Equatorial Guinea. Known as Fernando Póo until 1973, it was called Macias Nguema 1973–79.









biol.






abbreviation



1.
 
biological.




2.
 
biologist.




3.
 
biology.













biologic

 
/ˌbīōˈläjik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to biology; biological.




•
 
there is growing interest in the biologic activities of plant extracts in the treatment of disease.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
biologics

 )


1.
 
another term for biological
 
(

 noun).




•
 
these natural biologics can be as potent as manufactured drugs.



















biological

 
/ˌbīəˈläjək(ə)l /

 
biol.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to biology or living organisms.




2.
 
relating to or involving the use of microorganisms or toxins of biological origin as weapons of war.




3.
 
(of a detergent or other cleaning product) containing enzymes to assist the process of cleaning.




4.
 
(of a member of a person's family) genetically related; related by blood




•
 
the rights of the biological father.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
biologicals

 )


1.
 
a therapeutic substance, such as a vaccine or drug, derived from biological sources




•
 
an international biotechnology company with interests in biologicals, agriculture, and pharmaceutical products.




















biological clock

 
/ˈˌbīəˈläjəkəl kläk/






noun




an innate mechanism that controls the physiological activities of an organism that change on a daily, seasonal, yearly, or other regular cycle.














biological control






noun




the control of a pest by the introduction of a natural enemy or predator.













biologically

 
/ˌbīəˈläjiklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that concerns biology or living organisms




•
 
the world's most biologically diverse ecosystems.










2.
 
in an inherited or innate way




•
 
biologically rooted instincts.




















biological oxygen demand

 
BOD






noun




another term for biochemical oxygen demand
 .














biological warfare

 
//






noun




the use of toxins of biological origin or microorganisms as weapons of war




•
 
opposed to chemical and biological warfare.



















biologism

 
/bīˈäləˌjizəm/





I.
 
noun




the interpretation of human life from a strictly biological point of view.








II.
 
derivatives





biologistic

 
/-ˌäləˈjistik /






adjective





















biologist

 
/bīˈäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of the branch of science concerning living organisms




•
 
a team of marine biologists.



















biology

 
/bīˈäləjē /

 
biol.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of living organisms, divided into many specialized fields that cover their morphology, physiology, anatomy, behavior, origin, and distribution.




2.
 
the plants and animals of a particular area




•
 
the biology of Chesapeake Bay.










3.
 
the physiology, behavior, and other qualities of a particular organism or class of organisms




•
 
human biology.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in German, via French from Greek 
bios

 ‘life’ + -logy
 .





bioluminescence

 
/ˌbīōˌlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the biochemical emission of light by living organisms such as fireflies and deep-sea fishes.




2.
 
the light emitted by organisms such as fireflies and deep-sea fishes.








II.
 
derivatives





bioluminescent

 
/-ˈnesənt /






adjective





















biomagnetism

 
/ˌbīōˈmaɡnəˌtizəm/






noun




the interaction of living organisms with magnetic fields.













biomagnification

 
/ˌbīōˌmaɡnəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the concentration of toxins in an organism as a result of its ingesting other plants or animals in which the toxins are more widely disbursed.








II.
 
derivatives





biomagnify






verb





















biomarker

 
/ˈbīōˌmärkər/






noun




a measurable substance in an organism whose presence is indicative of some phenomenon such as disease, infection, or environmental exposure




•
 
a biomarker that may predict aggressive disease recurrence in liver transplant recipients.




















biomass

 
/ˈbīōˌmas/






noun



1.
 
the total mass of organisms in a given area or volume.




2.
 
organic matter used as a fuel, especially in a power station for the generation of electricity.













biomaterial

 
/ˌbīōməˈtirēəl/






noun




synthetic or natural material suitable for use in constructing artificial organs and prostheses or to replace bone or tissue.













biomathematics

 
/ˌbīōˌmaTHəˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of the application of mathematics to biology.














biome

 
/ˈbīˌōm/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 a large naturally occurring community of flora and fauna occupying a major habitat, e.g., forest or tundra.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bio-
 ‘life’ + -ome
 .





biomechanical





I.
 
adjective




relating to the mechanical laws concerning the movement or structure of living organisms




•
 
a biomechanical advantage




•
 
we do a lot of biomechanical analysis of my running.














II.
 
derivatives





biomechanically






adverb





















biomechanics

 
/ˌbīōməˈkaniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the mechanical laws relating to the movement or structure of living organisms.













biomedical

 
/ˌbīōˈmedik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to both biology and medicine.








II.
 
derivatives





biomedicine

 
/ˌbīəˈmed(ə)s(ə)n /






noun





















biometeorology

 
/ˌbīōˌmēdēəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the relationship between living organisms and weather.








II.
 
derivatives





biometeorological

 
/-ərəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















biomethane

 
/ˌbīōˈmeTHān/






noun




methane produced by the fermentation of organic matter




•
 
renewable gas in the form of biomethane could be a key contributor to a stable and reliable energy supply.



















biometric

 
/ˌbīōˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involving the application of statistical analysis to biological data




•
 
a biometric passport.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biometrical

 
/ˌbīōˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
biometrician

 
/ˌbīōˈmetrik /






noun





















biometric reader

 
/ˌbīōˌmetrik ˈrēdər/






noun




an electronic device that determines identity by detecting and matching physical characteristics.














biometrics

 
/ˌbīōˈmetriks/






noun



1.
 
another term for biometry
 .




2.
 
another term for biostatistics
 .













biometric signature






noun




the unique pattern of a bodily feature such as the retina, iris, or voice, encoded on an identity card and used for recognition and identification purposes.














biometry

 
/bīˈämətrē/






noun




the application of statistical analysis to biological data.

Also called biometrics
 .













biomimetic

 
/ˌbīōməˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or denoting synthetic methods that mimic biochemical processes.








II.
 
derivatives





biomimetics






noun





















biomimicry

 
/ˌbīōˈmiməkrē/






noun




the design and production of materials, structures, and systems that are modeled on biological entities and processes.













biomorph

 
/ˈbīəmôrf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a decorative form or object based on or resembling a living organism.




2.
 
a graphical representation of an organism generated on a computer, used to model evolution.








II.
 
derivatives





biomorphic

 
/ˌbīōˈmôrfik /






adjective





















bionic

 
/bīˈänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having artificial body parts, especially electromechanical ones.




2.
 


‹informal›

 having ordinary human powers increased by the aid of bionic devices (real or fictional)




•
 
working out in gymnasiums to become bionic men.










3.
 
of or relating to bionics.








II.
 
derivatives





bionically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1960s: from bio-
 ‘human,’ on the pattern of 
electronic

 .





bionics

 
/bīˈäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of mechanical systems that function like living organisms or parts of living organisms.













bionomics

 
/bīəˈnämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the mode of life of organisms in their natural habitat and their adaptations to their surroundings; ecology.








II.
 
derivatives





bionomic






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bio-
 ‘life,’ on the pattern of 
economics

 .





biopharma

 
/ˈbīōˌfärmə/






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — biopharmaceutical companies collectively as a sector of industry




•
 
biopharma firms specializing in the development of new cancer drugs.




•
 
Asia-Pacific countries may eventually be the centre for global biopharma.










2.
 
a biopharmaceutical company




•
 
large West Coast biopharmas.



















biopharmaceutical

 
/ˌbīōˌfärməˈso͞odək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
biopharmaceuticals

 )


1.
 
a biological macromolecule or cellular component, such as a blood product, used as a pharmaceutical.








II.
 
adjective




relating to biopharmaceuticals, or their preparation, use, or sale




•
 
biopharmaceutical proteins




•
 
the biopharmaceutical industry.



















biopharmaceutics

 
/ˌbīōˌfärməˈso͞odiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the chemical and physical properties of drugs and the biological effects they produce.













biopharming

 
/ˈbīōfärmiNG/






noun




another term for pharming
 (
sense

 1).




•
 
biopharming is a potential new industry at the boundary between medicine and food.



















biophysics

 
/ˌbīōˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of the application of the laws of physics to biological phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biophysical

 
/ˌbīōˈfizək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
biophysicist

 
/ˌbīōˈfizəsist /






noun





















biopic

 
/ˈbīōˌpik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a biographical movie.











– origin

 1950s: blend of 
biographical

 (see biography
 ) and pic
 .





biopiracy

 
/ˌbīōˈpīrəsē/






noun




bioprospecting that exploits plant and animal species by claiming patents to restrict their general use.













bioplastic

 
/ˌbīōˈplastik/






noun




a type of biodegradable plastic derived from biological substances rather than from petroleum.













biopolymer

 
/ˌbīōˈpäləmər/






noun




a polymeric substance occurring in living organisms, e.g., a protein, cellulose, or DNA.













bioprinter

 
/ˈbīōˌprin(t)ər/






noun




a 3D printer used for bioprinting




•
 
he has designed a prototype bioprinter that makes living cartilage.



















bioprinting

 
/ˈbīōˌprin(t)iNG/






noun




the use of 3D printing technology with materials that incorporate viable living cells, e.g. to produce tissue for reconstructive surgery




•
 
welcome to the age of bioprinting, where the machines we've built are building bits and pieces of us.



















bioprospecting

 
/ˌbīōˈpräspektiNG/





I.
 
noun




the search for plant and animal species from which medicinal drugs and other commercially valuable compounds can be obtained.








II.
 
derivatives





bioprospector

 
/-ˈpräspektər /






noun



















– origin

 1990s: from 
bio(diversity) prospecting

 .





biopsy

 
/ˈbīˌäpsē/





I.
 
noun




an examination of tissue removed from a living body to discover the presence, cause, or extent of a disease.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
bios

 ‘life’ + 
opsis

 ‘sight,’ on the pattern of 
necropsy

 .





biopsychology

 
/ˌbīōsīˈkäləjē/






noun




the branch of psychology concerned with its biological and physiological aspects.













bioreactor

 
/ˌbīōrēˈaktər/






noun




an apparatus in which a biological reaction or process is carried out, especially on an industrial scale.













bioregion

 
/ˈbīōˌrējən/





I.
 
noun




a region defined by characteristics of the natural environment rather than by man-made divisions.








II.
 
derivatives





bioregional

 
/ˈbīōˌrēj(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective





















bioregionalism

 
/ˌbīōˈrējənlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




advocacy of the belief that human activity should be largely restricted to distinct ecological and geographical regions.








II.
 
derivatives





bioregionalist






noun





















bioremediation

 
/ˌbīōriˌmēdēˈāSHən/






noun




the use of either naturally occurring or deliberately introduced microorganisms or other forms of life to consume and break down environmental pollutants, in order to clean up a polluted site.













biorhythm

 
/ˈbīōˌriT͟Həm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a recurring cycle in the physiology or functioning of an organism, such as the daily cycle of sleeping and waking.




2.
 
a cyclic pattern of physical, emotional, or mental activity said to occur in the life of a person.








II.
 
derivatives





biorhythmic

 
/ˌbīōˈriT͟Hmik /






adjective





















BIOS

 
/ˈbīäs/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a set of computer instructions in firmware that control input and output operations.











– origin

 acronym from 
Basic Input-Output System

 .





biosafety

 
/ˌbīōˈsāftē/






noun




another term for biosecurity
 .













biosatellite

 
/ˌbīōˈsadlˌīt/






noun




an artificial satellite that serves as an automated laboratory, conducting biological experiments on living organisms.













bioscience

 
/ˈbīōˌsīəns/





I.
 
noun




any of the life sciences.








II.
 
derivatives





bioscientist

 
/ˌbīōˈsīəntist /






noun






















biosecurity

 
/ˌbīōsəˈkyo͝orədē/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
procedures intended to protect humans or animals against disease or harmful biological agents




•
 
biosecurity risks.



















biosensor

 
/ˈbīōˌsensər/






noun




a device that uses a living organism or biological molecules, especially enzymes or antibodies, to detect the presence of chemicals.














biosimilar

 
/ˌbīōˈsim(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun




a biopharmaceutical drug designed to have active properties similar to one that has previously been licensed




•
 
copycat drug makers use an innovator's research data to make biosimilars.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from bio-
 + similar
 .





biosocial

 
/ˌbīōˈsōSHəl/






adjective




of or relating to the interaction of biological and social factors.













biosolids

 
/ˈbīōˌsälədz/






plural noun




organic matter recycled from sewage, especially for use in agriculture.













biosphere

 
/ˈbīəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun




the regions of the surface, atmosphere, and hydrosphere of the earth (or analogous parts of other planets) occupied by living organisms.








II.
 
derivatives





biospheric

 
/ˌbīəˈsfi(ə)rik, -ˈsfer- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
bios

 ‘life’ + 
sphaira

 (see sphere
 ).






biostatistics

 
/ˌbīōstəˈtistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of statistics that deals with data relating to living organisms.

Also called biometrics
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biostatistical

 
/-tikəl /






adjective













2.
 
biostatistician

 
/-ˌstatəˈstiSHən /






noun





















biostratigraphy

 
/ˌbīōstrəˈtiɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of stratigraphy concerned with fossils and their use in dating rock formations.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
biostratigrapher

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
biostratigraphic

 
/-ˌstratiˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
biostratigraphical

 
/-ˌstratiˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
biostratigraphically






adverb





















biosurgery

 
/ˌbīōˈsərjərē/






noun




the medical use of maggots to clean infected wounds, especially in cases where a patient is resistant to conventional antibiotic treatment.













biosynthesis

 
/ˌbīōˈsinTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun




the production of complex molecules within living organisms or cells.








II.
 
derivatives





biosynthetic

 
/ˌbīōˌsinˈTHedik /






adjective





















biosystematics

 
/ˌbīōˌsistəˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
taxonomy based on the study of the genetic evolution of plant and animal populations.








II.
 
derivatives





biosystematist

 
/-ˈsistəməˌtist /






noun





















biota

 
/bīˈōdə/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 the animal and plant life of a particular region, habitat, or geological period




•
 
the biota of the river.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
biotē

 ‘life.’





biotech

 
/ˈbīōˌtek/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for biotechnology
 .








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 genetically modified




•
 
biotech corn.




















biotechnology

 
/ˌbīōtekˈnäləjē/






noun




the exploitation of biological processes for industrial and other purposes, especially the genetic manipulation of microorganisms for the production of antibiotics, hormones, etc.













biotelemetry

 
/ˌbīōtəˈlemətrē/





I.
 
noun




the detection or measurement of human or animal physiological functions from a distance using a telemeter




•
 
a review of underwater biotelemetry, with emphasis on ultrasonic techniques.














II.
 
derivatives





biotelemetric

 
/-ˌteləˈmetrik /






adjective





















bioterrorism

 
/ˌbīōˈterərizəm/






noun




terrorism involving the release of toxic biological agents.













biotherapy

 
/ˌbīōˈTHerəpē/






noun




the treatment of disease using substances obtained or derived from living organisms.














biotic

 
/bīˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or resulting from living things, especially in their ecological relations




•
 
the preservation of biotic diversity.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
biotique

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
biōtikos

 , from 
bios

 ‘life.’






biotin

 
/ˈbīəd(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a vitamin of the B complex, found in egg yolk, liver, and yeast. It is involved in the synthesis of fatty acids and glucose.

Also called vitamin H
 .











– origin

 1930s: coined in German from Greek 
bios

 ‘life’ + -in
 1
 .





biotite

 
/ˈbīəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a black, dark brown, or greenish black variety of mica, occurring in many igneous and metamorphic rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Jean Baptiste 
Biot

 (1774–1862), French mineralogist.





biotope

 
/ˈbīəˌtōp/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 the region of a habitat associated with a particular ecological community.











– origin

 1920s: from German 
Biotop

 , based on Greek 
topos

 ‘place.’





biotransformation

 
/ˌbīōˌtransfərˈmāSHən/






noun




the alteration of a substance, such as a drug, within the body.













bioturbation

 
/ˌbīōtərˈbāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the disturbance of sedimentary deposits by living organisms.








II.
 
derivatives





bioturbated

 
/-ˈtərbātid /






adjective





















biotype

 
/ˈbīōtīp/






noun




a group of organisms having an identical genetic constitution.













biowarfare

 
/ˌbīōˈwôrfer/






noun




biological warfare, including the use of toxins of biological origin or microorganisms as weapons of war.













bioweapon

 
/ˈbīōˌwepən/






noun




a biological weapon




•
 
fears mount about smallpox as a bioweapon.



















bipartisan

 
/bīˈpärdəzən/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving the agreement or cooperation of two political parties that usually oppose each other's policies




•
 
educational reform received considerable bipartisan approval.

















usage:

 See usage at cross-party
 .





bipartisanship

 
/bīˈpärdəz(ə)nˌSHip/






noun




agreement or cooperation between two political parties that usually oppose each other's policies




•
 
a renewed spirit of political bipartisanship.



















bipartite

 
/bīˈpärˌtīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or made by two separate parties




•
 
the bipartite system of elementary and secondary schools.










2.
 


‹technical›

 consisting of two parts




•
 
a bipartite uterus.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘divided into two parts’): from Latin 
bipartitus

 , past participle of 
bipartire

 , from 
bi-

 ‘two’ + 
partire

 ‘to part.’





biped

 
/ˈbīped/





I.
 
noun




an animal that uses two legs for walking.








II.
 
adjective




using two legs for walking.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (earlier (early 17th cent.) as 
bipedal

 ): from Latin 
bipes

 , 
biped-

 (from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot’).





bipedal

 
/ˌbīˈpēdl ˌbīˈpedl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) using only two legs for walking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bipedalism

 
/bīˈpedlˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
bipedality

 
/ˌbīpiˈdalitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
bipes

 , 
biped-

 (from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot’) + -al
 .





biphasic

 
/bīˈfāzik/






adjective






‹technical›

 having two phases




•
 
the patient's biphasic recovery curve.



















biphenyl

 
/ˌbīˈfen(ə)l/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing two phenyl groups bonded together, e.g., the PCBs.













bipinnate

 
/bīˈpinˌāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a pinnate leaf) having leaflets that are further subdivided in a pinnate arrangement.














biplane

 
/ˈbīˌplān/






noun




an early type of aircraft with two pairs of wings, one above the other.













bipod

 
/ˈbīpäd/






noun




a two-legged stand or support.













bipolar

 
/bīˈpōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to two poles or extremities




•
 
a sharply bipolar division of affluent and underclass.










2.
 
relating to or occurring in both North and South polar regions




•
 
bipolar species.










3.
 
(of psychiatric illness) characterized by both manic and depressive episodes, or manic ones only.




4.
 
(of a person) suffering from bipolar disorder.




5.
 
(of a nerve cell) having two axons, one either side of the cell body.




6.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a transistor or other device) using both positive and negative charge carriers.








II.
 
derivatives





bipolarity

 
/ˌbīpōˈlerədē /






noun






















bipolar disorder

 
//





I.
 
noun




a mental disorder marked by alternating periods of elation and depression.











usage:

 See usage at manic depression
 .





biracial

 
/ˌbīˈrāSH(ə)l/






adjective




concerning or containing members of two racial groups.













biramous

 
/bīˈrāməs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (especially of crustacean limbs and antennae) dividing to form two branches.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + ramus
 + -ous
 .






birch

 
/bərCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
birch tree

 )
 — a slender, fast-growing tree that has thin bark (often peeling) and bears catkins. Birch trees grow chiefly in north temperate regions, some reaching the northern limit of tree growth.

[Genus 
Betula

 , family 
Betulaceae

 : many species, including the 
yellow birch

 (
B. alleghaniensis

 ) of North America.]




2.
 
(also 
birchwood

 )
 — the hard fine-grained pale wood of any of the birch trees.




3.
 
(
the birch

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a formal punishment in which a person is flogged with a bundle of birch twigs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 beat (someone) with a bundle of birch twigs as a formal punishment.








III.
 
derivatives





birchen

 
/ˈbərCH(ə)n /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Old English 
bierce

 , 
birce

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Birke

 .





birchbark

 
/ˈbərCHbärk /

 
birch bark






noun



1.
 
the impervious bark of the North American paper birch, 
Betula papyrifera

 , used, especially formerly by American Indians, to make canoes and containers




•
 
stretch the birchbark over a cedar frame




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
birchbark baskets.










2.
 
a canoe made of birchbark.













Bircher

 
/ˈbərCHər/





I.
 
noun




a member or supporter of the John Birch Society, a conservative anticommunist American organization founded in 1958.











– origin

 from the name of John 
Birch

 , a Baptist missionary and US Army Air Force officer and called the “first casualty of the Cold War,” killed by Chinese communists in 1945.






bird

 
/bərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrate distinguished by the possession of feathers, wings, and a beak and (typically) by being able to fly.

[Class 
Aves

 ; birds probably evolved in the Jurassic period from small dinosaurs that may already have been warm-blooded.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an aircraft, spacecraft, satellite, or guided missile




•
 
the crews worked frantically to ready their birds for flight.










3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person of a specified kind or character




•
 
I'm a pretty tough 
old bird

 .










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a young woman; a girlfriend.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush








‹proverb›

 it's better to be content with what you have than to risk losing everything by seeking more.









2.
 
the birds and the bees






basic facts about sex and reproduction, as told to a child.









3.
 
birds of a feather flock together








‹proverb›

 people of the same sort or with the same tastes and interests will be found together




•
 
these health professionals were birds of a feather.















4.
 
eat like a bird






see eat
 .









5.
 
flip someone the bird








(US)

 
‹informal›

 stick one's middle finger up at someone as a sign of contempt or anger, meaning 'fuck you'.

Compare with 
give someone the finger

 in finger
 .









6.
 
(strictly) for the birds








‹informal›

 not worth consideration; unimportant




•
 
this piece of legislation is for the birds.















7.
 
give someone the bird








(N. Amer.)

 another way of saying flip someone the bird
 .









8.
 
have a bird








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be very shocked or agitated




•
 
the press corps would have a bird if the president-to-be appointed his wife to a real job.















9.
 
kill two birds with one stone






see kill
 1
 .









10.
 
a little bird told me








‹humorous›

 used to say that the speaker knows something but prefers to keep the identity of the informant a secret




•
 
a little bird told me it was your birthday.





















– origin

 Old English 
brid

 ‘chick, fledgling,’ of unknown origin.





Bird, Larry

 
/bərd/






(1956–), US basketball player and coach. He played for the Boston Celtics 1979–92 and coached the Indiana Pacers 1997–2000. Basketball Hall of Fame (1998).









bird banding





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the practice of catching birds, marking them with an identifying band around the leg, and then releasing them.








II.
 
derivatives





bird bander






noun





















birdbath

 
/ˈbərdbaTH/






noun




a small basin filled with water for birds to bathe in, typically found in a garden.













birdbrain

 
/ˈbərdˌbrān/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an annoyingly stupid and shallow person.








II.
 
derivatives





birdbrained

 
/ˈbərdˌbrānd /






adjective





















birdcage

 
/ˈbərdˌkāj/






noun




a cage for pet birds, typically made of wire or cane.













bird call

 
/ˈbərd ˌkôl/






noun



1.
 
a note uttered by a bird for the purpose of contact, alarm, or marking its territory.




2.
 
an instrument imitating a bird call, used especially by hunters.













bird cherry






noun




a small wild cherry tree or shrub, with bitter black fruit that is eaten by birds.

[Genus 
Prunus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : many species, including the 
pin cherry

 (
P. pensylvanica

 ) of North America.]













bird colonel





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a full colonel.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.; from the silver eagle indicating the rank of full colonel.





bird dog

 
/ˈbərd ˈˌdôɡ /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gun dog trained to retrieve birds.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person whose job involves searching, especially a talent scout for a sports team.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search out or pursue with dogged determination




•
 
he ordered the vice president to bird-dog Congress for funds.



















birder

 
/ˈbərdər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bird-watcher.














bird flu

 
//






noun




a severe, often fatal flu virus of birds, especially poultry, that is transmissible from them to humans.













birdhouse

 
/ˈbərdˌhous/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a box, typically made to resemble a house, provided for a bird to make its nest in.














birdie

 
/ˈbərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a child's term for a bird.




2.
 


[Golf]

 a score of one stroke under par at a hole.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Golf]

 play (a hole) with a score of one stroke under par




•
 
she wound up birdieing the hole from 20 feet.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: diminutive of bird
 ; the golf term from slang 
bird

 , denoting any first-rate thing.





birding

 
/ˈbərdiNG/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the observation of birds in their natural habitats as a hobby.













birdlife

 
/ˈbərdlīf/






noun




birds collectively; the birds of a region




•
 
the birdlife includes herons, dotterels, oystercatchers, and swarms of seagulls.



















birdlike

 
/ˈbərdlīk/






noun




resembling a bird in appearance or behavior




•
 
a meticulous, birdlike woman




•
 
a birdlike dinosaur.



















birdlime

 
/ˈbərdˌlīm/





I.
 
noun




a sticky substance spread on twigs to trap small birds.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
spread with birdlime




•
 
he birdlimed the branch.










2.
 
catch or trap with birdlime.













bird of paradise






noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 birds of paradise)
 — a tropical Australasian bird, the male of which is noted for the beauty and brilliance of its plumage and its spectacular courtship display. Most kinds are found in New Guinea, where their feathers are used in ornamental dress.

[early 17th cent.: 
paradise

 suggested by the modern Latin family name 
Paradisaeidae

 (plural).] [Family 
Paradisaeidae

 : numerous genera.]




2.
 
(also 
bird of paradise flower

 )
 — a southern African plant related to the banana. It bears a showy irregular flower with a long projecting tongue.

[late 19th cent.: named from the protrusion of flowers from a green spathe, resembling a bird of paradise in flight.] [Genus 
Strelitzia

 , family 
Strelitziaceae

 : several species, in particular 
S. regina

 , whose orange and dark blue flowers are pollinated by a sunbird.]













bird of passage






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a migratory bird.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a person who passes through or visits a place without staying for long.













bird of prey






noun




a predatory bird, distinguished by a hooked bill and sharp talons; a raptor.

[Orders 
Falconiformes

 (the diurnal birds of prey) and 
Strigiformes

 (the owls).]













bird pepper






noun



1.
 
a tropical American pepper thought to be the ancestor of both sweet and chili peppers.

[
Capsicum annuum

 var. 
glabriusculum

 (or 
C. frutescens

 var. 
typicum

 ), family 
Solanaceae

 .]




2.
 
the small, red, very hot fruit of the bird pepper plant.




3.
 
a variety of small hot pepper grown in Asia or Africa.













birdseed

 
/ˈbərdˌsēd/






noun




any seed or blend of seed for feeding birds.













bird's-eye

 
/ˈbərdzˌī/






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of plants with small flowers that have contrasting petals and centers, in particular

[● a primrose with yellow-centered purple flowers (
Primula farinosa

 , family 
Primulaceae

 ). ● a speedwell with bright blue flowers,also known as germander speedwell
 .]




2.
 
(also 
bird's-eye chili

 or 
bird's-eye pepper

 )
 — a small, very hot chili pepper.




3.
 
a small geometric pattern woven with a dot in the center, typically used in suiting and lining fabrics.













Birdseye, Clarence

 
/ˈbərdˌzī/






(1886–1956), US businessman and inventor. A former fur trader, he had observed food preservation techniques practiced by the people of Labrador. He developed a process of rapidly freezing foods in small packages that were suitable for retail sale and created a revolution in eating habits.









bird's-eye maple






noun




the lumber from an American maple, typically the sugar maple, that contains eyelike markings, used in decorative woodwork.














bird's-eye view

 
/ˌbərdzˌī ˈvyo͞o/






noun




a general view from above, or as if from above.













bird's-foot trefoil

 
birdsfoot trefoil






noun




a small plant of the pea family with leaves that consist of three leaflets, yellow flowers streaked with red, and triple pods that resemble the feet of a bird.

[
Lotus corniculatus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













birdshot

 
/ˈbərdSHät/






noun




the smallest size of shot for shotguns.













bird's-nest






noun



1.
 
a North American brownish or yellowish flowering plant of the wintergreen family, with scalelike leaves. The bird's-nest is a saprophyte that lacks chlorophyll. Also called 
giant bird's-nest

 .

[
Pterospora andromeda

 , family 
Monotropaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
bird's-nest fungus

 )
 — a fungus of worldwide distribution that grows on dead wood and other plant debris. It produces a small bowl-shaped fruiting body that opens to reveal egg-shaped organs containing the spores.

[Family 
Nidulariaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 : several genera and species, including the common 
Crucibulum levis

 .]













bird's-nest orchid






noun




a European woodland orchid that lacks chlorophyll, the whole plant being yellowish-brown. It obtains nourishment by linking its nestlike mass of thick roots to a soil-dwelling fungus from which it absorbs nutrients.

[
Neottia nidus-avis

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]













bird's nest soup

 
/ˈˌbərdz ˌnest ˈso͞op/






noun




a Chinese soup made from the dried gelatinous coating of the nests of swifts and other birds.













birdsong

 
/ˈbərdˌsôNG/






noun




the musical vocalizations of a bird or birds, typically uttered by a male songbird in characteristic bursts or phrases for territorial purposes.













bird strike

 
/ˈbərd ˌstrīk/






noun




a collision between a bird or flock of birds and an aircraft.













birdwatcher

 
/ˈbərdwäCHər/





I.
 
noun




a person who observes birds in their natural surroundings as a hobby.








II.
 
derivatives





birdwatching

 
/ˈbərdwäCHiNG /






noun





















birefringent

 
/ˌbīrəˈfrinjənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 having two different refractive indices.








II.
 
derivatives





birefringence

 
/ˌbīrəˈfrinj(ə)ns /






noun





















bireme

 
/ˈbīrēm/





I.
 
noun




an ancient warship with two files of oarsmen on each side.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
biremis

 , from 
bi-

 ‘having two’ + 
remus

 ‘oar.’






biretta

 
/bəˈredə /

 
beretta





I.
 
noun




a square cap with three flat projections on top, worn by Roman Catholic clergymen.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
berretta

 or Spanish 
birreta

 , based on late Latin 
birrus

 ‘hooded cape.’ Compare with beret
 .





Birgitta, St.

 
/birˈɡitə/






see Bridget, St.
 2










Birkenhead

 
/ˈbərkənˌhed/






a town in northwestern England on the Wirral Peninsula on the Mersey River, opposite Liverpool; pop. 79,700 (est. 2009).









Birkenstock

 
/ˈbərkənˌstäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a type of shoe or sandal with a contoured cork-filled sole and a thick leather upper.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹trademark›

 denoting people concerned with political correctness or conservationist issues




•
 
home builders are no longer content to leave environmentalism to the Birkenstock crowd.

















– origin

 1970s: from the name of the manufacturer.





Birman

 
/ˈbərmən/






noun




a cat of a long-haired breed, typically with a cream body, a dark head, tail, and legs, and white paws.














Birmingham





I.
 

/ˈbərmiNGˌham /

 — an industrial city in north central Alabama; pop. 228,798 (est. 2008).




II.
 

/ˈbərmiNGˌham /

 — a city in southeastern Michigan, north of Detroit; pop. 18,932 (est. 2008).




III.
 

/ˈbərmiNGəm /

 — an industrial city in west central England; pop. 945,700 (est. 2009).









birr

 
/bər/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Ethiopia, equal to 100 cents.











– origin

 from Amharic.





birth

 
/bərTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the emergence of a baby or other young from the body of its mother; the start of life as a physically separate being




•
 
he was blind 
from birth






•
 
despite a difficult birth he's fit and healthy.










2.
 
the beginning or coming into existence of something




•
 
the birth of democracy.










3.
 
a person's origin, descent, or ancestry




•
 
the mother is American 
by birth






•
 
he is not of noble birth.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 give birth to (a baby or other young)




•
 
she had carried him and birthed him




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
in spring the cows birthed.














III.
 
phrases





give birth






bear a child or young




•
 
she's due to give birth in March




•
 
she 
gave birth to

 a son.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
byrth

 ; related to bear
 1
 .





birth canal






noun




the passageway from the womb through the cervix, the vagina, and the vulva through which a fetus passes during birth.













birth certificate

 
/bərTH ˌsərˈtifəkāt/






noun




an official document issued to record a person's birth, including such identifying data as name, gender, date of birth, place of birth, and parentage.













birth control

 
/ˈbərTH kənˈtrōl/






noun




the practice of preventing unwanted pregnancies, typically by use of contraception.













birth control pill

 
/bərTH kənˈtrōl pil/






noun




a contraceptive pill.













birthdate

 
/ˈbərTHdāt/






noun




the date on which a person was born




•
 
her baptismal record puts her birthdate as April 26, 1741.




















birthday

 
/ˈbərTHˌdā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the anniversary of the day on which a person was born, typically treated as an occasion for celebration and the giving of gifts




•
 
I'm getting a dollhouse for my birthday




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a birthday cake




•
 
the birthday boy.










2.
 
the day of a person's birth




•
 
she shares a birthday with Paul McCartney.










3.
 
the anniversary of something starting or being founded




•
 
the staff celebrated the twenty-fifth birthday of the paper.














II.
 
phrases





in one's birthday suit








‹humorous›

 naked.

















birth defect






noun




a physical or biochemical abnormality that is present at birth and that may be inherited or the result of environmental influence.













birther

 
/ˈbərTHər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who doubts the legitimacy of Barack Obama's presidency because of a conspiracy theory that Obama is not a natural-born US citizen.













birth family






noun




one's biological parents and siblings, as opposed to adoptive relatives.













birthing

 
/ˈbərTHiNG/






noun




the action or process of giving birth


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a birthing pool.



















birthing center






noun




a medical facility, specializing in childbirth, that is less restrictive and more homelike than a hospital.













birthing room






noun




a room in a hospital or other medical facility that is equipped for labor and childbirth and is designed to be comfortable and homelike.













birthmark

 
/ˈbərTHˌmärk/






noun




an unusual and typically permanent brown or red mark on someone's body from birth.













birth mother

 
/bərTH ˈməT͟Hər/






noun




a woman who has given birth to a child, as opposed to an adoptive mother; a biological mother.














birth pang






noun

 — [usu. in 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
another term for labor pain
 .













birth parent






noun




a biological as opposed to an adoptive parent.













birth partner






noun




a person chosen by a pregnant woman to give her support during the process of childbirth.




•
 
make sure your birth partner knows your wishes so they can be assertive for you if you're not in a position to do it yourself.



















birthplace

 
/ˈbərTHˌplās/






noun



1.
 
the place where a person was born.




2.
 
the place where something started or originated




•
 
Florence was the birthplace of the Renaissance.



















birth rate

 
/ˈbərTH ˌrāt/






noun




the number of live births per thousand of population per year.













birthright

 
/ˈbərTHˌrīt/






noun



1.
 
a particular right of possession or privilege one has from birth, especially as an eldest child.




2.
 
a natural or moral right, possessed by everyone




•
 
she saw a liberal education as the birthright of every child.



















birthright citizenship






noun




a legal right to citizenship for all children born in a country's territory, regardless of parentage




•
 
he wants to amend the Constitution to remove birthright citizenship.



















birthstone

 
/ˈbərTHˌstōn/






noun




a gemstone popularly associated with the month or astrological sign of one's birth.













birthweight

 
/ˈbərTHˌwāt/






noun




the weight of a baby at birth.













birthwort

 
/ˈbərTHwərt ˈbərTHˌwôrt/






noun




a climbing or herbaceous plant that typically has heart-shaped leaves and deep-throated, often pipe-shaped, flowers. It was formerly used as an aid to childbirth and to induce abortion.

[Genus 
Aristolochia

 , family 
Aristolochiaceae

 .]













biryani

 
/ˌbirēˈänē /

 
biriani





I.
 
noun




an Indian dish made with highly seasoned rice and meat, fish, or vegetables.











– origin

 Urdu, from Persian 
biryāni

 , from 
biriyān

 ‘fried, grilled.’





bis

 
/bis/





I.
 
adverb




again, as a direction in a musical score indicating that a passage is to be repeated.











– origin

 via French and Italian from Latin, literally ‘twice.’






bis-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 used to form the names of compounds containing two groups identically substituted or coordinated




•
 
bis(2-aminoethyl) ether.



















Bisbee

 
/ˈbizbē/






a town in southeastern Arizona, near the Mexican border; pop. 5,991 (est. 2008). An artists' colony, it was a copper mining center in the early 1900s and is noted as the source of 
Bisbee turquoise

 , an incidental byproduct of the copper mining.









Biscay, Bay of

 
/ˈbisˌkā/






a part of the North Atlantic Ocean between the northern coast of Spain and the western coast of France, noted for its strong currents and storms.









Biscayne Bay

 
/ˌbiskān ˈbā/






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean in southeastern Florida, south of Miami, noted for its islands and resorts.









biscotti

 
/biˈskädē/





I.
 
plural noun




small, crisp rectangular twice-baked cookies typically containing nuts, made originally in Italy.











– origin

 Italian.






biscuit

 
/ˈbiskit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small, typically round cake of bread leavened with baking powder, baking soda, or sometimes yeast.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a cookie or cracker.




3.
 
another term for bisque
 3
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
biscuit ware.










4.
 
a light brown color.




5.
 
a small flat piece of wood used to join two mortised planks together.








II.
 
adjective




light brown in color.








III.
 
derivatives





biscuity






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bescuit

 , based on Latin 
bis

 ‘twice’ + 
coctus

 , past participle of 
coquere

 ‘to cook’ (so named because originally biscuits were cooked in a twofold process: first baked and then dried out in a slow oven so that they would keep).





bisect

 
/bīˈsekt ˈbīˌsekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into two parts




•
 
a landscape of farmland bisected by long straight roads.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 divide (a line, angle, shape, etc.) into two equal parts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bisection

 
/bīˈsekSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
bisector

 
/bīˈsektər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Latin 
sect-

 (from 
secare

 ‘to cut’).





biserial

 
/ˌbīˈsirēəl/






adjective



1.
 


[Statistics]

 referring to the correlation between two sets measurements, one of which is dichotomous.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 
[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 arranged in or consisting of two series or rows.














bisexual

 
/ˌbīˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sexually attracted to both men and women.




2.
 


[Biology]

 having characteristics of both sexes.








II.
 
noun




a person who is sexually attracted to both men and women.













bisexuality

 
/ˌbīˌsekSHəˈwalədē/






noun




sexual attraction to both men and women




•
 
an honest portrayal of bisexuality in a mainstream film.




















Bishkek

 
/biSHˈkek/






the capital of Kyrgyzstan; pop. 837,000 (est. 2007). From 1926 to 1991, the city was named Frunze.

Former name (until 1926) Pishpek
 .










bishop

 
/ˈbiSHəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a senior member of the Christian clergy, typically in charge of a diocese and empowered to confer holy orders.




2.
 
(also 
bishop bird

 )
 — an African weaverbird, the male of which has red, orange, yellow, or black plumage.

[Genus 
Euplectes

 , family 
Ploceidae

 : several species, including the 
red bishop

 (
E. orix

 ), which has scarlet plumage with a black face and underparts.]




3.
 
a chess piece, typically with its top shaped like a miter, that can move in any direction along a diagonal on which it stands. Each player starts the game with two bishops, one moving on white squares and the other on black.




4.
 
mulled and spiced wine.











– origin

 Old English 
biscop

 , 
bisceop

 , based on Greek 
episkopos

 ‘overseer,’ from 
epi

 ‘above’ + 
-skopos

 ‘-looking.’





Bishop, Elizabeth

 
/ˈbiSHəp/






(1911–79), US poet. Her poetry contrasts her experiences in South America 1952–67 with her New England origins. She was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for her first two collections, 
North and South

 (1946) and 
A Cold Spring

 (1955). Other notable works include 
Geography III

 (1976).










bishopric

 
/ˈbiSHəprik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office or rank of a bishop.




2.
 
a district under a bishop's control; a diocese.











– origin

 Old English 
bisceoprīce

 , from 
bisceop

 (see bishop
 ) + 
rīce

 ‘realm.’





Bislama

 
/bisˈlämə/





I.
 
noun




an English-based pidgin language used as a lingua franca in Fiji and the Solomon Islands and as an official language in Vanuatu.

Also called Beach-la-mar.











– origin

 alteration of Portuguese 
bicho do mar

 ‘sea cucumber’ (traded as a commodity, the word later being applied to the language of trade). Compare with bêche-de-mer
 .





Bismarck

 
/ˈbizmärk/






the capital of North Dakota, in the south central part of the state, on the Missouri River; pop. 60,389 (est. 2008). It took the name of German Chancellor Bismarck in order to attract German capital for railroad building.










Bismarck, Otto von






Prince of Bismarck, Duke of Lauenburg (1815–98), Prussian minister and German statesman; chancellor of the German Empire 1871–90; also known as the 
Iron Chancellor

 ; full name 
Otto Eduard Leopold von Bismarck

 . He was the driving force behind the unification of Germany, orchestrating wars with Denmark (1864), Austria (1866), and France (1870–1) in order to achieve this end.









Bismarck Archipelago






an island group in the western Pacific Ocean, part of Papua New Guinea. Held by Germany from 1884 to World War I, it includes New Britain, New Ireland, and several hundred other islands.









Bismarck Sea






an arm of the Pacific Ocean, northeast of New Guinea and north of New Britain. In March 1943, the US destroyed a large Japanese naval force in these waters.









bismillah

 
/bisˈmilə/





I.
 
exclamation




in the name of Allah (an invocation used by Muslims at the beginning of any undertaking).











– origin

 from Arabic 
bi-smi-llāh(i

 ), the first words of the Koran.





bismuth

 
/ˈbizməTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Bi

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 83, a brittle reddish-gray metal.




2.
 
a compound containing bismuth used medicinally.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
bisemutum

 , Latinization of German 
Wismut

 , of unknown origin.






bison

 
/ˈbīs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a humpbacked shaggy-haired wild ox native to North America and Europe.

[Genus 
Bison

 , family 
Bovidae

 : 
B. bison

 of North American prairies (also called buffalo
 ), and 
B. bonasus

 of European forests (also called wisent
 ), now found only in Poland. These are sometimes regarded as a single species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ultimately of Germanic origin and related to wisent
 .





bisphenol A

 
/bisˌfēnôl ˈā/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic organic compound used in the manufacture of epoxy resins and other polymers.

[A bicyclic phenol; chem. formula: C(CH3
 )2
 (C6
 H4
 OH)2
 .]













bisque1


 
/bisk/





I.
 
noun




a rich, creamy soup typically made with shellfish, especially lobster.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘crayfish soup.’





bisque2


 
/bisk/





I.
 
noun




an extra turn, point, or stroke allowed to a weaker player in croquet or court tennis.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally a term in court tennis): from French, of unknown ultimate origin.






bisque3


 
/bisk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fired unglazed pottery




•
 
using bisque for doll heads




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
bisque figurines.










2.
 
a light brown color




•
 
shades of bisque, taupe, and chocolate brown.














II.
 
adjective




light brown in color.













Bissau

 
/biˈsou/






the capital of Guinea-Bissau, in the western part of the country; pop. 330,000 (est. 2007).









bistable

 
/bīˈstābəl/





I.
 
noun




an electronic circuit that has two stable states.








II.
 
adjective




(of a system) having two stable states.













bister

 
/ˈbistər /

 
bistre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brownish-yellowish pigment made from the soot of burned wood.




2.
 
the color of the pigment bister.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
bistre

 , of unknown origin.






bistort

 
/ˈbistôrt/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian herbaceous plant with a spike of flesh-colored flowers and twisted root that is sometimes used medicinally.

[Genus 
Polygonum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. bistorta

 .]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
bistorte

 or medieval Latin 
bistorta

 , from 
bis

 ‘twice’ + 
torta

 (feminine past participle of 
torquere

 ‘to twist’).





bistoury

 
/ˈbistərē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical knife with a long, narrow, straight or curved blade.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
bistouri

 , originally 
bistorie

 ‘dagger,’ of unknown origin.





bistro

 
/ˈbistrō ˈbēstrō/





I.
 
noun




a small restaurant.











– origin

 1920s: French; perhaps related to 
bistouille

 , a colloquial term meaning ‘bad alcohol,’ perhaps from Russian 
bystro

 ‘rapidly.’





bisulfate

 
/bīˈsəlˌfāt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 bisulphate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt of the anion HSO4
 –
 .













bisulfide

 
/bīˈsəlˌfīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 bisulphide






noun




another term for disulfide
 .













bisulfite

 
/bīˈsəlˌfīt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 bisulphite






noun




an acid sulfite containing the radical HSO3
 .














bit1


 
/bit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece, part, or quantity of something




•
 
give the duck 
a bit of

 bread




•
 
he read 
bits of

 his work to me.










2.
 
(
a bit

 )
 — a fair amount




•
 
there's a bit to talk about there.










3.
 
(
a bit

 )
 — a short time or distance




•
 
I fell asleep for a bit.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a set of actions or ideas associated with a specific group or activity




•
 
she's gone off to do her theatrical bit.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a unit of 12½ cents (used only in even multiples)




•
 
the sideshow admission was twenty-five cents, two bits, the fourth of a dollar.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bit






somewhat; to some extent




•
 
he came back looking a bit annoyed.















2.
 
bit by bit






gradually




•
 
the school was built bit by bit over the years.















3.
 
a bit of a —





a.
 
used to suggest that something is not severe or extreme, or is true only to a limited extent




•
 
he's a bit of a womanizer.










b.
 
only a little —; a mere —




•
 
we went on a bit of a walk.















4.
 
bits and pieces






an assortment of small items




•
 
weird bits and pieces of paraphernalia.















5.
 
do one's bit








‹informal›

 make a useful contribution to an effort or cause




•
 
she was keen to do her bit to help others.















6.
 
every bit as






see every
 .









7.
 
not a bit






not at all




•
 
I'm not a bit tired.















8.
 
to bits





a.
 
into pieces




•
 
he smashed it to bits with a hammer.










b.
 


‹informal›

 very much; to a great degree




•
 
we've got two great kids whom I love to bits.





















– origin

 Old English 
bita

 ‘bite, mouthful,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Bissen

 , also to bite
 .





bit2


 
/bit/






past of bite
 .










bit3


 
/bit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mouthpiece, typically made of metal, that is attached to a bridle and used to control a horse.




2.
 
a tool or piece for boring or drilling, typically of metal




•
 
a drill bit.










3.
 
the cutting or gripping part of a plane, pliers, or other tool.




4.
 
the part of a key that engages with the lock lever.




5.
 
the copper head of a soldering iron.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a bit into the mouth of (a horse).




2.
 
restrain




•
 
my own hysteria was bitted by upbringing and respect.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
above the bit






(of a horse) carrying its head too high so that it evades correct contact with the bit.









2.
 
behind the bit






(of a horse) carrying its head with the chin tucked in so that it evades contact with the bit.









3.
 
off the bit (or bridle)






(of a horse) ridden on a loose rein to allow it to gallop freely, especially at the end of a race.









4.
 
on the bit (or bridle)






(of a horse) ridden with a light but firm contact on the mouth, and accepting the bit in a calm and relaxed manner.









5.
 
take (or get or have) the bit in (or between) one's teeth






begin to tackle a problem or task in a determined or independent way.












IV.
 
derivatives





bitted






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a double-bitted ax

























– origin

 Old English 
bite

 ‘biting, a bite,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
beet

 and German 
Biss

 , also to bite
 .






bit4


 
/bit/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information expressed as either a 0 or 1 in binary notation.











– origin

 1940s: blend of binary
 and digit
 .





bitartrate

 
/bīˈtärˌtrāt/






noun




an acid tartrate containing the radical C4
 H5
 O6
 .













bitch

 
/biCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female dog, wolf, fox, or otter.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a spiteful or unpleasant woman.




3.
 


‹offensive›

 a woman.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is completely subservient to another




•
 
he will always be her bitch.










5.
 
(
a bitch

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a difficult or unpleasant situation or thing




•
 
the stove is a bitch to fix.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a complaint




•
 
my big bitch is that there's nothing new here.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 express displeasure; grumble




•
 
they 
bitch about

 everything




•
 (as 
noun

 
bitching

 )
 
we're tired of your bitching.

















– origin

 Old English 
bicce

 , of Germanic origin.





bitchery

 
/ˈbiCH(ə)rē/






noun




bitchy behavior.













bitch face






noun






‹informal›

 (typically with reference to a woman) a scowling facial expression, especially as the natural cast of a person's features




•
 
I have a bitch face too! That's why people talk to my friends first instead of me!




•
 
there's no reason to be rude and put on a bitch face when someone's just being friendly.



















bitching

 
/ˈbiCHiNG /

 

‹US informal›


 
bitchen
 , bitchin'





I.
 
adjective




excellent




•
 
a bitching new album.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
extremely




•
 
it's bitchin' hot, ain't it?



















bitch-slap





I.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 deliver a stinging blow to (someone), typically in order to humiliate them




•
 
I'd bitch-slap her too if she mouthed off to me like that.

















– origin

 1990s: originally black English, referring to a woman hitting or haranguing her male partner.





bitchy

 
/ˈbiCHē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective

 — (
bitchier

 , 
bitchiest

 )


1.
 
(of a person's comments or behavior) malicious or unpleasant




•
 
bitchy remarks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bitchily

 
/ˈbiCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bitchiness

 
/ˈbiCHēnəs /






noun





















bitcoin

 
/ˈbitˌkoin /

 
BTC





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of digital currency in which encryption techniques are used to regulate the generation of units of currency and verify the transfer of funds, operating independently of a central bank




•
 
bitcoin has become a hot commodity among speculators




•
 
If you want to buy something using bitcoin you need to make sure the seller accepts the cryptocurrency.










2.
 
a unit of bitcoin




•
 
bitcoins can be used for online transactions between individuals.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from bit
 4
 + coin
 .






bite

 
/bīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) use the teeth to cut into something in order to eat it




•
 
Rosa 
bit into

 a cupcake




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he bit a mouthful from the sandwich.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or a person) use the teeth in order to inflict injury on




•
 
she had bitten, scratched, and kicked her assailant.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a snake, insect, or spider) wound with fangs, pincers, or a sting




•
 
she was bitten by an adder.










4.
 
(
bite at

 )
 — (of an animal) snap at; attempt to bite




•
 
it is not unusual for this dog to bite at its owner's hand.










5.
 
(of an acid) corrode a surface




•
 
chemicals have 
bitten

 deep 
into

 the stone.










6.
 
(of a fish) take the bait or lure on the end of a fishing line into the mouth.




7.
 
(of a person) be persuaded to accept a deal or offer




•
 
a hundred or so retailers should bite.










8.
 
(of a tool, tire, boot, etc.) grip a surface




•
 
once on the wet grass, my boots failed to bite.










9.
 
(of an object) press into a part of the body, causing pain




•
 
the handcuffs 
bit into

 his wrists.










10.
 
cause emotional pain




•
 
Cheryl's betrayal had bitten deep.










11.
 
(of a policy or situation) take effect, with unpleasant consequences




•
 
when the cuts in art education start to bite.










12.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be very bad, unpleasant, or unfortunate




•
 
it bites that your mom won't let you go.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of biting into something in order to eat it




•
 
Stephen ate a hot dog in three big bites.










2.
 
a piece cut off by biting




•
 
Robyn took a large bite out of her sandwich.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a quick snack




•
 
I plan to stop off in the village and have 
a bite to eat

 .










4.
 
a small morsel of prepared food, intended to constitute one mouthful




•
 
minced bacon bites with cheese.










5.
 
a short piece of information




•
 
snack-sized bites of information.







See also sound bite
 .




6.
 
a wound inflicted by an animal's or a person's teeth




•
 
Perry's dog had given her a nasty bite.










7.
 
a wound inflicted by a snake, insect, or spider




•
 
his face was covered in mosquito bites.










8.
 
an act of bait being taken by a fish




•
 
by four o'clock he still hadn't had a single bite.










9.
 


[Dentistry]

 the bringing together of the teeth in occlusion.




10.
 


[Dentistry]

 the imprint of the teeth in occlusion in a plastic material.




11.
 
a sharp or pungent flavor




•
 
a fresh, lemony bite.










12.
 
incisiveness or cogency of style




•
 
his colorful characterizations brought added bite to the story.










13.
 
a feeling of cold in the air or wind




•
 
by early October there's a bite in the air.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
someone's bark is worse than their bite






see bark
 1
 .









2.
 
be bitten by the —— bug






develop a passionate interest in a specified activity




•
 
Joe was bitten by the showbiz bug at the age of four.















3.
 
bite the big one








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 die.









4.
 
bite the bullet






decide to do something difficult or unpleasant that one has been putting off or hesitating over.

[from the old custom of giving wounded soldiers a bullet to bite on when undergoing surgery without anesthetic.]









5.
 
bite the dust





a.
 


‹informal›

 be killed




•
 
and the bad guys bite the dust with lead in their bellies.










b.
 
fail; come to an end




•
 
she hoped the new program would not bite the dust for lack of funding.















6.
 
bite the hand that feeds one






deliberately hurt or offend a benefactor.









7.
 
bite someone's head off






see head
 .









8.
 
bite one's lip






repress an emotion; stifle laughter or a retort




•
 
he could have mocked Carol's obnoxious behavior, but he bit his lip.















9.
 
bite off more than one can chew






take on a commitment one cannot fulfill.









10.
 
bite one's tongue






make a desperate effort to avoid saying something




•
 
I had to bite my tongue and accept his explanation.















11.
 
one could have bitten one's tongue off






used to show that someone profoundly and immediately regrets having said something.









12.
 
once bitten, twice shy








‹proverb›

 an unpleasant experience induces caution.









13.
 
put the bite on








(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 borrow or extort money from.

[1930s: 
bite

 in the slang sense ‘cadging.’]









14.
 
take a bite out of








‹informal›

 reduce by a significant amount




•
 
insurance costs that can take a bite out of your retirement funds.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





bite something back






refrain with difficulty from saying something, making a sound, or expressing an emotion




•
 
Melissa bit back a scathing comment.


















V.
 
derivatives





biter

 
/ˈbīdər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bītan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bijten

 and German 
beissen

 .





bit error rate






noun






[Electronics]

 the rate at which errors occur in the transmission of digital data.













bite-sized

 
/ˈbītˌsīzd /

 
bite-size






adjective



1.
 
(of a piece of food) small enough to be eaten in one mouthful




•
 
cut the potatoes into bite-sized pieces.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very small or short




•
 
a series of bite-sized essays.



















bitewing

 
/ˈbītwiNG/






noun




a dental film for X-raying the crowns of upper and lower teeth simultaneously and that is held in place by a tab between the teeth.













biting

 
/ˈbīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of insects and certain other animals) able to wound the skin with a sting or fangs




•
 
ridding the premises of biting red ants.










2.
 
(of wind or cold) so cold as to be painful




•
 
he leaned forward to protect himself against the biting wind.










3.
 
(of wit or criticism) harsh or cruel




•
 
his biting satire on corruption and power.














II.
 
derivatives





bitingly

 
/ˈbīdiNGlē /






adverb






















biting midge






noun




a very small fly that typically occurs in large swarms. The female has piercing mouthparts and feeds on the blood of a variety of animals including humans.

[Family 
Ceratopogonidae

 : numerous genera and species, including the punkie (
Culicoides

 and related genera).]













bitmap

 
/ˈbitˌmap /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
noun




a representation in which each item corresponds to one or more bits of information, especially the information used to control the display of a computer screen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (an item) as a bitmap.













BITNET

 
/ˈbitnet /

 

‹trademark›


 
Bitnet






a data transmission network founded in 1981 to link North American academic institutions and to interconnect with other information networks.









bitonal

 
/ˌbīˈtōn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of music) having parts in two different keys sounding together.








II.
 
derivatives





bitonality






noun





















bit part

 
/ˈbit ˌpärt/






noun




a small acting role in a play or a movie.













bit rate






noun






[Electronics]

 the number of bits per second that can be transmitted along a digital network.













bitstream

 
/ˈbitstrēm/






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a stream of data in binary form.




2.
 
(
Bitstream

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 
‹trademark›

 a system of digital-to-analog signal conversion used in some audio CD players, in which the signal from the CD is digitally processed to give a signal at a higher frequency before being converted to an analog signal.













bitten

 
/ˈbitn/






past participle of bite
 .










bitter

 
/ˈbidər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a sharp, pungent taste or smell; not sweet




•
 
the raw berries have an intensely bitter flavor.










2.
 
(of chocolate) dark and unsweetened.




3.
 
(of people or their feelings or behavior) angry, hurt, or resentful because of one's bad experiences or a sense of unjust treatment




•
 
I don't feel jealous or bitter.










4.
 
(of a conflict, argument, or opponent) full of anger and acrimony




•
 
a bitter, five-year legal battle.










5.
 
(often used for emphasis) painful or unpleasant to accept or contemplate




•
 
today's decision has come as 
a bitter blow

 .










6.
 
(of wind, cold, or weather) intensely cold




•
 
a bitter wind blowing from the east.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 beer that is strongly flavored with hops and has a bitter taste.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
bitters

 )
 — liquor that is flavored with the sharp pungent taste of plant extracts and is used as an additive in cocktails or as a medicinal substance to promote appetite or digestion.








III.
 
phrases





to the bitter end






used to say that one will continue doing something until it is finished, no matter what




•
 
the workers would 
fight to the bitter end

 for safer conditions.







[perhaps associated with a nautical word 
bitter

 denoting the last part of a cable inboard of the bitts
 , perhaps influenced by the biblical phrase ‘her end is bitter as wormwood’ (Prov. 5:4).]















– origin

 Old English 
biter

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
bitter

 , and probably to bite
 .





bitter almond






noun




an inedible, bitter form of almond, used to produce almond oil.














bitter apple






noun




another term for colocynth
 .













bittercress

 
/ˈbidərˌkres/






noun




a plant with small white flowers that grows widely as a weed of temperate areas, especially in damp soils.

[Genus 
Cardamine

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
Pennsylvania bittercress

 (
C. pensylvanica

 ) of North America.]













bitter-ender

 
/ˈbidərˌendər/






noun




a person who holds out until the end no matter what.














bitter gourd






noun




another term for bitter melon
 .













bitter greens






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 mixed green leaves of a variety of salad vegetables with a bitter taste, such as kale, mustard, collard, endive, chicory, or spinach.













bittering agent






noun




a substance added to a toxic product (e.g., antifreeze) to make it taste or smell extremely bitter and thus discourage inhalation or ingestion.













bitterly

 
/ˈbidərlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an angry, hurt, or resentful way




•
 
passengers complained bitterly about grand promises made by the company




•
 
the two governments quarreled bitterly over the terms of the loan.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an extreme, forceful, or particularly harsh degree




•
 
he was bitterly opposed by the majority shareholder




•
 
its humor is cutting and bitterly sarcastic.










3.
 
(relating to wind or weather) to an intensely cold degree




•
 
a bitterly cold day.




















bitter melon






noun



1.
 
a warty, green-colored, unripe fruit of an annual tropical vine, used in Asian cooking and for its medicinal properties.

Also called bitter gourd
 .




2.
 
the widespread plant of the gourd family that produces this fruit.





[
Momordica charantia

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]









bittern1


 
/ˈbidərn/





I.
 
noun




a large marsh bird of the heron family, typically smaller than a heron, with brown streaked plumage. The larger kinds are noted for the deep booming call of the male in the breeding season.

[Genera 
Botaurus

 and 
Ixobrychus

 , family 
Ardeidae

 : several species, esp. the 
American bittern

 (
B. lentiginosus

 ) and the 
least bittern

 (
I. exilis

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English 
bitore

 , from Old French 
butor

 , based on Latin 
butio

 ‘bittern’ + 
taurus

 ‘bull’ (because of its call). The -
n

 was added in the 16th cent., perhaps by association with 
hern

 , obsolete variant of heron
 .





bittern2


 
/ˈbidərn /

 
bitterns





I.
 
noun




a concentrated solution of various salts remaining after the crystallization of salt from seawater.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from the adjective bitter
 .





bitterness

 
/ˈbidərnəs/






noun



1.
 
sharpness of taste; lack of sweetness




•
 
the lime juice imparts a slight bitterness.










2.
 
anger and disappointment at being treated unfairly; resentment




•
 
he expressed bitterness over his dismissal without notice.



















bitter orange

 
/ˈbidər ˈôrənj/






noun




another term for Seville orange
 .














bitterroot

 
/ˈbitərˌro͞ot, -ˌro͝ot/






noun




a plant of the purslane family with showy pinkish-white flowers on short stems. Found throughout the rocky areas of western North America, it is particularly abundant in Montana, of which it is the state flower.

[
Lewisia rediviva

 , family 
Portulacaceae

 .]













Bitterroot Range






part of the Rocky Mountains in western Montana and eastern Idaho.









bitter rot






noun




a disease of apples, characterized by sunken brown spots, caused by the fungus 
Glomerella cingulata

 .













bittersweet

 
/ˈbidərˌswēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food, drink, or flavor) sweet with a bitter aftertaste.




2.
 
arousing pleasure tinged with sadness or pain




•
 
the room, with all its bittersweet memories.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for woody nightshade (see nightshade
 ).




2.
 
(also 
climbing bittersweet

 )
 — a vinelike climbing plant that bears clusters of bright orange pods.

[Genus 
Celastrus

 , family 
Celastraceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. scandens

 .]













BitTorrent

 
/ˈbitˌtôrənt/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a peer-to-peer file transfer protocol for sharing large amounts of data over the Internet, in which each part of a file downloaded by a user is transferred to other users.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of bit
 4
 and torrent
 .






bitts

 
/bits/





I.
 
plural noun




a pair of posts on the deck of a ship for fastening mooring lines or cables.











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Low German origin.






bitty

 
/ˈbidē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 tiny




•
 
a 
little bitty

 house.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bittily

 
/ˈbitəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bittiness

 
/ˈbidēnəs /






noun





















bitumen

 
/bəˈt(y)o͞omən bīˈt(y)o͞omən/





I.
 
noun




a black viscous mixture of hydrocarbons obtained naturally or as a residue from petroleum distillation. It is used for road surfacing and roofing.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting naturally occurring asphalt used as mortar): from Latin.





bituminize

 
/bəˈt(y)o͞omənˌīz bīˈt(y)o͞omənˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert into, impregnate with, or cover with bitumen.








II.
 
derivatives





bituminization

 
/-ˌt(y)o͞oməniˈzāSHən /






noun





















bituminous

 
/bəˈt(y)o͞omənəs bīˈt(y)o͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, containing, or of the nature of bitumen.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
bitumineux

 , from Latin 
bituminosus

 .





bituminous coal






noun




black coal having a relatively high volatile content. It burns with a characteristically bright smoky flame.













bitwise

 
/ˈbitwīz/






adjective






[Computing]

 designating an operator in a programming language that manipulates the individual bits in a byte or word.













bivalence

 
/bīˈvāləns/






noun






[Logic]

 the existence of only two states or truth values (e.g., true and false).













bivalent

 
/bīˈvālənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of homologous chromosomes) associated in pairs.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for divalent
 .








II.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a pair of homologous chromosomes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bi-
 ‘two’ + Latin 
valent-

 ‘being strong’ (from the verb 
valere

 ).






bivalve

 
/ˈbīˌvalv/





I.
 
noun




an aquatic mollusk that has a compressed body enclosed within a hinged shell, such as oysters, clams, mussels, and scallops.

Also called pelecypod
 or lamellibranch
 . [Class 
Bivalvia

 (formerly 
Pelecypoda

 or 
Lamellibranchia

 ).]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a mollusk or other aquatic invertebrate) with a hinged shell.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 having two valves.













bivariate

 
/bīˈve(ə)rēit, -ˈve(ə)rēˌāt/






adjective






[Statistics]

 involving or depending on two variables.













bivouac

 
/ˈbivo͞oˌak/





I.
 
noun




a temporary camp without tents or cover, used especially by soldiers or mountaineers.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
bivouacked

 , 
bivouacking

 )


1.
 
stay in a temporary camp without cover




•
 
he'd bivouacked on the north side of the town




•
 
the battalion was now bivouacked in a field.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a night watch by the whole army): from French, probably from Swiss German 
Bîwacht

 ‘additional guard at night,’ apparently denoting a citizens' patrol supporting the ordinary town watch.





biweekly

 
/bīˈwēklē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




appearing or taking place every two weeks or twice a week


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a biweekly bulletin




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she followed her doctor's instructions to undergo health checks biweekly.














II.
 
noun




a periodical that appears every two weeks or twice a week.











usage:

 On the ambiguity of words like 
biweekly

 , 
bimonthly

 , etc., see usage at bi-
 .





biyearly

 
/ˌbīˈyirlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




appearing or taking place every two years or twice a year.











usage:

 On the ambiguity of words like 
biyearly

 , 
bimonthly

 , etc., see usage at bi-
 .





biz

 
/biz/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 , usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a business, typically one connected with entertainment




•
 
the music biz.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): abbreviation.






bizarre

 
/bəˈzär/





I.
 
adjective




very strange or unusual, especially so as to cause interest or amusement




•
 
her bizarre dresses and outrageous hairdos.














II.
 
derivatives





bizarreness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
bizzarro

 ‘angry.’





bizarrely

 
/biˈzärlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very strange or unusual manner




•
 
he often dressed bizarrely




•
 
a small part of me is bizarrely fascinated.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express the opinion that something is very strange or unusual




•
 


bizarrely enough

 , everyone loved it.



















bizarrerie

 
/bəˈzärərē/





I.
 
noun




a thing considered extremely strange and unusual, typically in an amusing way




•
 
the bizarreries of small talk.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from bizarre
 .





bizarro

 
/bəˈzärō/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 bizarre




•
 
a whacked-out frontman for a bizarro fringe rock n' roll band.

















– origin

 perhaps from 
Bizarro

 , the name of a character in DC Comics' 
Superman

 comic books, or from 
Bizarro

 , the name of a comic strip.





Bizet, Georges

 
/biˈzā/






(1838–75), French composer; born 
Alexandre César Léopold Bizet

 . He is best known for the opera 
Carmen

 (1875).









BJ






abbreviation





blow job
 .













Bjerknes, Vilhelm

 
/ˈbyerknəs/






(1862–1951), Norwegian geophysicist and meteorologist; full name 
Vilhelm Frimann Koren Bjerknes

 . He developed a theory of physical hydrodynamics for atmosphere and oceanic circulation and mathematical models for weather prediction.









bk






abbreviation



1.
 
bank.




2.
 
book.




3.
 
brick.













Bk






symbol




the chemical element berkelium.













bl






abbreviation



1.
 
bale.




2.
 
barrel.




3.
 
black.




4.
 
blue.













BL






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Law.




2.
 
Bachelor of Letters.




3.
 
bill of lading.













blab

 
/blab /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reveal secrets by indiscreet talk




•
 
she blabbed to the press




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
there's no need to blab the whole story.














II.
 
noun




a person who blabs.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): probably of Germanic origin; ultimately imitative.





blabber

 
/ˈblabər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk foolishly, mindlessly, or excessively




•
 
she 
blabbered on and on

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who talks foolishly or indiscreetly.




2.
 
foolish or mindless talk




•
 
annoyed by their endless blabber.



















blabbermouth

 
/ˈblabərˌmouTH/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who talks excessively or indiscreetly.














black

 
/blak/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the very darkest color owing to the absence of or complete absorption of light; the opposite of white




•
 
black smoke




•
 
her hair was black.










2.
 
(of the sky or night) completely dark owing to nonvisibility of the sun, moon, or stars




•
 
the sky was moonless and black.










3.
 
deeply stained with dirt




•
 
his clothes were absolutely black.










4.
 
(of a plant or animal) dark in color as distinguished from a lighter variety




•
 
Japanese black pine.










5.
 
(of coffee or tea) served without milk or cream.




6.
 
of or denoting the suits spades and clubs in a deck of cards.




7.
 
(of a ski run) of the highest level of difficulty, as indicated by black markers positioned along it.




8.
 
(also 
Black

 )
 — of any human group having dark-colored skin, especially of African or Australian Aboriginal ancestry




•
 
black adolescents of Jamaican descent.










9.
 
of or relating to black people




•
 
black culture.










10.
 
(of a period of time or situation) characterized by tragic or disastrous events; causing despair or pessimism




•
 
five thousand men were killed on the blackest day of the war




•
 
the future looks black for those of us interested in freedom.










11.
 
(of a person's state of mind) full of gloom or misery; very depressed




•
 
Jean had disappeared and Mary was in a black mood.










12.
 
(of humor) presenting tragic or harrowing situations in comic terms




•
 
“Good place to bury the bodies,” she joked with black humor.










13.
 
full of anger or hatred




•
 
Roger shot her a black look.










14.
 


‹archaic›

 very evil or wicked




•
 
my soul is steeped in the blackest sin.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
black color or pigment




•
 
a tray decorated in black and green




•
 
a series of paintings done only in grays and blacks.










2.
 
black clothes or material, often worn as a sign of mourning




•
 
dressed in the black of widowhood.










3.
 
darkness, especially of night or an overcast sky




•
 
the only thing visible in the black was the light of the lantern.










4.
 
(often 
Black

 )
 — the player of the black pieces in chess or checkers.




5.
 
a black thing, especially a ball or piece in a game.




6.
 
(also 
Black

 )
 — a member of a dark-skinned people, especially one of African or Australian Aboriginal ancestry




•
 
a coalition of blacks and whites against violence.










7.
 
(
the black

 )
 — the situation of not owing money to a bank or of making a profit in a business operation




•
 
the company just managed to stay 
in the black






•
 
I managed to break even in the first six months—quite a short time for a small business to get 
into the black

 .







[from the conventional use of black ink to indicate credit items.]








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make black, especially by the application of black polish




•
 
blacking the prize bull's hooves.










2.
 
make (one's face, hands, and other visible parts of one's body) black with polish or makeup, so as not to be seen at night or, especially formerly, to play the role of a black person in a musical show, play, or movie




•
 
white extras 
blacking up

 their faces to play Ethiopians.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
black someone's eye






hit someone in the eye so as to cause bruising.









2.
 
look on the black side








‹informal›

 view a situation pessimistically.









3.
 
men in black

 
/ˌmen in ˈblak /








‹informal›

 anonymous dark-clothed men who supposedly visit people who have reported an encounter with a UFO or an alien in order to prevent their publicizing it.









4.
 
the new black





a.
 
a color that is currently so popular that it rivals the traditional status of black as the most reliably fashionable color




•
 
brown is the new black this season.










b.
 
something that is suddenly extremely popular or fashionable




•
 
retro sci-fi is the new black.















5.
 
not as black as one is painted








‹informal›

 not as bad as one is said to be.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
black out






(of a person) undergo a sudden and temporary loss of consciousness




•
 
they knocked me around and I blacked out.















2.
 
black something out





a.
 
(usu. 
be blacked out

 )
 — extinguish all lights or completely cover windows, especially for protection against an air attack or in order to provide darkness in which to show a movie




•
 
the bombers began to come nightly and the city was blacked out.










b.
 
subject a place to an electricity failure




•
 
Chicago was blacked out yesterday after a freak flood.










c.
 
obscure something completely so that it cannot be read or seen




•
 
the license plate had been blacked out with masking tape.










d.
 
(of a television company) suppress the broadcast of a program




•
 
they blacked out the women's finals on local television.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blackish

 
/ˈblakiSH /






adjective













2.
 
blackly

 
/ˈblaklē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
blæc

 , of Germanic origin. / 
usage:

 
Black

 , designating Americans of African heritage, became the most widely used and accepted term in the 1960s and 1970s, replacing 
Negro

 . It is not usually capitalized: black Americans. Through the 1980s, the more formal 
African American

 replaced 
black

 in much usage, but both are now generally acceptable. 
Afro-American

 , first recorded in the 19th century and popular in the 1960s and 1970s, is now heard mostly in anthropological and cultural contexts. 
Colored people

 , common in the early part of the 20th century, is now usually regarded as offensive, although the phrase survives in the full name of the 
NAACP

 , the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. An inversion, 
people of color

 , has gained some favor, but is also used in reference to other nonwhite ethnic groups: a gathering spot for African Americans and other people of color interested in reading about their cultures. See also usage at colored
 and person of color
 .





Black, Hugo

 
/blak/






(1886–1971), US Supreme Court associate justice 1937–71; full name 
Hugo Lafayette Black

 . Noted as an advocate of First Amendment rights, he was also a US senator from Alabama 1927–37.









Black, Joseph






(1728–99), Scottish chemist. He developed accurate techniques for following chemical reactions by weighing reactants and products.









black Africa

 
/blak ˈafrəkə/






the area of Africa, generally south of the Sahara, where black people predominate.









blackamoor

 
/ˈblakəˌmo͝or/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a black African; a very dark-skinned person.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from black
 + Moor
 .





black and blue






adjective



1.
 
discolored by bruising




•
 
a black-and-blue mark on his arm.










2.
 
(of a person) covered in bruises




•
 
they were both black and blue the day after the accident.



















black and tan






noun



1.
 
a terrier of a breed with a black back and tan markings on face, flanks, and legs.




2.
 
a drink composed of stout (or porter) and ale.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an event or establishment that is attended or frequented by both blacks and whites




•
 
takes this guy out to the black and tan every night




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a black and tan nightclub.



















Black and Tans





I.
 
an armed force recruited by the British government to fight Sinn Fein in Ireland in 1920–21. Their harsh methods caused an outcry in Britain and the US.







– origin

 so named because of the mixture of military khaki and black constabulary colors of their uniform.





black and white

 
/ˈˌblak ən ˈ(h)wīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a photograph, movie, television program, or illustration) in black, white, shades of gray, and no other color




•
 
old black-and-white movies.










2.
 
(of a television) displaying images only in black, white, and shades of gray.




3.
 
(of a situation or debate) involving clearly defined opposing principles or issues




•
 
there is nothing black and white about these matters.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a police car.








III.
 
phrases





in black and white





a.
 
in writing or in print, and regarded as more reliable, credible, or formal than by word of mouth




•
 
getting her contract down in black and white.










b.
 
in terms of clearly defined opposing principles or issues




•
 
children think in black and white, good and bad.
























Black Angus






noun




another term for Aberdeen Angus
 .













black ant






noun




an ant that is black and is often found in and around houses.

[Several species in the family 
Formicidae

 .]













black art






noun

 — (usu. 
the black art

 )


1.
 
another term for black magic
 .




2.
 


‹often humorous›

 a technique or practice considered mysterious and sinister




•
 
the black art of political news management.



















blackball

 
/ˈblakˌbôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reject (someone, usually a candidate applying to become a member of a private club), typically by means of a secret ballot




•
 
her husband was blackballed when he tried to join the country club.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the practice of registering an adverse vote by placing a black ball in a ballot box.






black bass

 
/ˌblak ˈbas/






noun




a North American freshwater fish of the sunfish family. It is a popular sporting and food fish.

[Genus 
Micropterus

 , family 
Centrarchidae

 : several species, in particular the 
largemouth bass

 (
M. salmoides

 ) and the 
smallmouth bass

 (
M. dolomieui

 ).]













black bean






noun



1.
 
either of two cultivated varieties of bean plant having small black seeds.

[● a variety of soybean, used fermented in Asian cooking. ● a Mexican variety of string bean.]




2.
 
the dried seed of the black bean plants, used as a vegetable.




3.
 
either of two Australian plants of the pea family.

[● a large tree with red or yellow flowers, dark beanlike seeds, and a hard and decorative wood (
Castanospermum australe

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ). ● a liana with blackish flowers (
Kennedia nigricans

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ).]













black bear

 
/blak ber/






noun




a medium-sized forest-dwelling bear with blackish fur and a paler face, found in North America and eastern Asia.

[Two species, family 
Ursidae

 : the 
American black bear

 (
Ursus americanus

 ), with a wide range of coat color, and the smaller 
Asian black bear

 (
Selenarctos thibetanus

 ).]













Blackbeard

 
/ˈblakbird/






(died 1718), English pirate; real name 
Edward Teach

 . Originally a privateer during the War of the Spanish Succession 1701–14, he turned to piracy and concentrated on the West Indies and the Virginia–North Carolina coast of America.









black belt

 
/ˈblak ˈˌbelt/






noun



1.
 
a black belt worn by an expert in judo, karate, and other martial arts.




2.
 
a person qualified to wear this.













Black Belt






an agricultural district in central Alabama and Mississippi, named for its rich soils.









blackberry

 
/ˈblakˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible soft fruit, consisting of a cluster of soft purple-black drupelets.




2.
 
the prickly climbing shrub of the rose family that bears this fruit and that grows extensively in the wild.

[
Rubus fruticosus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 (sometimes treated as an aggregate of many species).]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
blackberrying

 )


1.
 
gather blackberries in the wild.














BlackBerry

 
/ˈblakˌberē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a handheld mobile device that provides Internet access along with email, telephone, and text messaging services.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
communicate with (someone) using a BlackBerry device




•
 
I was BlackBerrying them while the speech was going on




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they blogged, BlackBerried, and texted—sometimes contacting someone only a few feet away.




















black bile





I.
 
noun




(in medieval science and medicine) one of the four bodily humors, believed to be associated with a melancholy temperament.

Also called melancholy
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: translation of Greek 
melankholia

 (see melancholy
 ). Compare with atrabilious
 .





black bindweed






noun




a twining weed of the dock family, with arrowhead-shaped leaves and small greenish flowers.

[
Polygonum convolvulus

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]














black birch






noun




another term for sweet birch
 .













blackbird

 
/ˈblakˌbərd/






noun



1.
 
a European thrush with mainly black plumage.

[Genus 
Turdus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : four species, in particular 
T. merula

 , the male of which has all-black plumage and a yellow bill.]




2.
 
an American bird with a strong pointed bill. The male has black plumage that is iridescent or has patches of red or yellow.

[Family 
Icteridae

 : several genera and species, including the abundant 
red-winged blackbird

 (
Agelaius phoeniceus

 ).]














blackboard

 
/ˈblakbôrd/






noun




a large board with a smooth, typically dark, surface attached to a wall or supported on an easel and used for writing on with chalk, especially by teachers in schools.













black book






noun




a book containing a list of secret contacts, or of the names of people liable to be punished




•
 
he lists his sexual conquests in his 
little black book

 .



















black bottom






noun




a popular US dance of the 1920s.













black bottom pie






noun




pie with a bottom layer of chocolate cream or custard and a contrasting top layer, usually of whipped cream.













black box

 
/ˈˌblak ˈbäks/






noun



1.
 
a flight recorder in an aircraft.




2.
 
any complex piece of equipment, typically a unit in an electronic system, with contents that are mysterious to the user.













black bread

 
/ˌblak ˈbred/






noun




a coarse, dark-colored type of rye bread.













blackbuck

 
/ˈblakˌbək/






noun




a small Indian gazelle, the horned male of which has a black back and white underbelly, the female being hornless.

[
Antilope cervicapra

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]













Blackburn

 
/ˈblakbərn/






an industrial town in northwestern England; pop. 104,100 (est. 2009).










black butter






noun




a sauce made by heating butter until it is dark brown. It is often flavored with vinegar and herbs.













blackcap

 
/ˈblakˌkap/






noun



1.
 
a mainly European warbler with a black cap in the male and a reddish-brown one in the female.

[
Sylvia atricapilla

 , family 
Sylviidae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the black-capped chickadee.

See chickadee
 .













black caucus






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a political caucus composed of black people interested in advancing the concerns of blacks.




2.
 
(
Black Caucus

 )
 — 

(US)

 a political caucus composed of black members of the US Congress.













black cherry






noun



1.
 
a large North American cherry tree that yields valuable close-grained hard wood.

[
Prunus serotina

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
the bitter blackish fruit of the black cherry tree, sometimes used for jellies and regularly eaten by wild birds and animals.













blackcock

 
/ˈblakˌkäk/






noun




the male of the black grouse.













black consciousness






noun



1.
 
awareness of one's identity as a black person.




2.
 
a political movement or ideology (particularly in the US and South Africa) seeking to unite black people in affirming their common identity.













black currant

 
/ˈblakkərənt/






noun

 — ( 
blackcurrant

 )


1.
 
a small round edible black berry that grows in loose hanging clusters.




2.
 
the shrub that produces black currants.

[Genus 
Ribes

 , family 
Grossulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the widely cultivated 
Ribes nigrum

 .]














blackdamp

 
/ˈblakdamp/






noun




choking or suffocating gas, typically carbon dioxide, that is found in mines and other underground spaces.













Black Death

 
/ˈˌblak ˈdeTH/





I.
 
the great epidemic of bubonic plague that killed a large part of the population of Europe in the mid 14th century. It originated in central Asia and China and spread rapidly through Europe, carried by the fleas of black rats, reaching England in 1348 and killing between one third and one half of the population in a matter of months.







– origin

 a modern term (compare with earlier 
the (great) pestilence

 , 
great death

 , 
the plague

 ), said to have been introduced into English history by Mrs. Markham (pseudonym of Mrs. Penrose) in 1823, and into medical literature by a translation of German 
der Schwarze Tod

 (1833). The epithet 
Black

 is of uncertain origin; its equivalent was first found in Swedish and Danish chroniclers.





black diamond

 
/blak ˈdī(ə)mənd/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a lump of coal.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a difficult ski slope




•
 
a steep, black diamond run.










3.
 
another term for carbonado
 .













black dog





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 used as a metaphor for melancholy or depression




•
 
I'm very happy, but the black dog is there, lurking around the corner.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: figuratively from a cant name used during Queen Anne's reign (1702–14) for a base silver coin (usually a bad shilling).





black duck






noun




a duck with black plumage, especially the 
American black duck

 (
Anas rubripes

 ) of northeastern North America.













blacken

 
/ˈblakən/






verb



1.
 
become or make black or dark, especially as a result of burning, decay, or bruising


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he set fire to the paper, watching the end blacken as it burned




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she blackened George's eye before he knew what had happened




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blackened

 )
 
her smile revealed blackened teeth.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dye or color (the face or hair) black for camouflage or cosmetic effect




•
 
in full combat gear with blackened faces.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — damage or destroy (someone's good reputation); defame




•
 
she won't thank you for blackening her husband's name.



















black English






noun




any of various nonstandard forms of English spoken by black people, especially as an urban dialect in the US.













Blackett, Patrick

 
/ˈblakit/






Baron (1897–1974), English physicist; full name 
Patrick Maynard Stuart Blackett

 . He was a member of the Maud Committee, which dealt with the development of the atom bomb. He also modified the cloud chamber for the study of cosmic rays. Nobel Prize for Physics (1948).









black eye

 
/ˌblak ˈī/






noun



1.
 
a bruised and discolored area around the eye resulting from a blow




•
 
it's gonna be a doozy of a black eye.










2.
 
a mark or source of dishonor or shame




•
 
legislators have caused the state to suffer yet another black eye.



















black-eyed pea






noun




another term for cowpea
 .













black-eyed Susan

 
/ˈblak ˌīd ˈso͞ozən/






noun




any of a number of flowers that have yellowish petals and a dark center, in particular

[● a daisylike North American flower with bristly leaves and stems (
Rudbeckia hirta

 and its hybrids, family 
Compositae

 ). ● a slender tropical climber, grown as a popular indoor or greenhouse plant (
Thunbergia alata

 , family 
Acanthaceae

 ).]













blackface

 
/ˈblakfās/






noun



1.
 
the makeup used by a nonblack performer playing a black role. The role played is typically comedic or musical and usually is considered offensive




•
 
he appeared 
in blackface






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the blackface components of the minstrel era.










2.
 
used to imply patronization of blacks by whites or by institutions perceived to be insincerely or ineffectively nonracist.














blackfish

 
/ˈblakˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of dark-colored fish, in particular

[● an open-ocean fish related to the perches (genera 
Centrolophus

 and 
Schedophilus

 , family 
Centrolophidae

 ), in particular the large and widespread 
C. niger

 . ● a small fish occurring along the Arctic coasts of Alaska and Siberia, noted for its ability to withstand freezing (
Dallia pectoralis

 , family 
Umbridae

 ). ● a large fish of Australian rivers (
Gadopsis marmoratus

 , family Gadopsidae). ● a salmon just after spawning.]




2.
 
another term for pilot whale
 .













black flag






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a pirate's ensign, typically thought to feature a white skull and crossbones on a black background; Jolly Roger.




2.
 


[Auto Racing]

 a black flag used to signal a driver to make an immediate pit stop as punishment for violating a rule or driving dangerously, or to force inspection of a hazardous condition such as an oil leak.













black fly






noun



1.
 
a small black fly, the female of which sucks blood and can transmit a number of serious human and animal diseases. Large swarms sometimes cause distress to livestock and humans.

[Family 
Simuliidae

 : 
Simulium

 and other genera.]




2.
 
a black or dark green aphid that is a common pest of crops and gardens.

[Several species in the family 
Aphididae

 , in particular 
Aphis fabae

 .]













Blackfoot

 
/ˈblakˌfo͝ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a confederacy of North American Indian peoples of the northwestern plains. The Blackfoot confederacy comprised three closely related tribes: the Blackfoot proper, the Bloods, and the Piegan.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Blackfoot.




3.
 
a subdivision of the Teton Sioux.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Blackfoot or their language.














Black Forest

 
/ˈˌblak ˈfôrəst/






a hilly wooded region of southwestern Germany that lies to the east of the Rhine River valley.

German name Schwarzwald
 .









Black Forest cake





I.
 
noun




a chocolate sponge cake with layers of morello cherries or cherry jam and whipped cream and topped with chocolate icing.











– origin

 
Black Forest

 , a translation of German 
Schwarzwald

 , the name of a forested area in southwestern Germany.





Black Friar

 
/ˈˌblak ˈˌfrī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a Dominican friar.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: so named because of the color of the order's habit.






Black Friday





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the day after Thanksgiving, regarded as the first day of the traditional Christmas shopping season, on which retailers offer special reduced prices




•
 
shoppers were snapping up deals on Black Friday.










2.
 
Friday, September 24, 1869, when an attempt by a few speculators to corner the US gold market was thwarted by President Ulysses S. Grant's release of government gold for sale, making gold prices plummet and creating a panic in the stock market.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as school slang, in the sense ‘Friday on which an examination is held’). The shopping sense dates from the 1960s and was originally used with reference to congestion created by shoppers; it was later explained as a day when retailers’ accounts went from being “in the red” to “in the black”





black frost

 
/ˌblak ˈfrôst/






noun




a dry, nonvisible killing frost that turns vegetation black.













black gold

 
/ˌblak ˈɡōld/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 petroleum.













black grouse

 
/blak ɡrous/






noun




a large Eurasian grouse, the male of which has glossy blue-black plumage and a lyre-shaped tail. The males display in communal leks.

[
Tetrao tetrix

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ); the male is called a 
blackcock

 and the female a 
greyhen

 .]













blackguard

 
/ˈblaɡərd ˈblaˌɡärd/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a person, particularly a man, who behaves in a dishonorable or contemptible way.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 abuse or disparage (someone) scurrilously.








III.
 
derivatives





blackguardly

 
/ˈblaɡərdlē ˈblaˌɡärdlē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally as two words): from black
 + guard
 . The term originally denoted a body of attendants or servants, especially the menials who had charge of kitchen utensils, but the exact significance of the epithet ‘black’ is uncertain. The sense ‘scoundrel, villain’ dates from the mid 18th cent., and was formerly considered highly offensive.





black guillemot






noun




a seabird of the auk family with black summer plumage and large white wing patches, breeding on the coasts of the Arctic and North Atlantic.

[
Cepphus grylle

 , family 
Alcidae

 .]














black gum






noun




another term for sourgum
 .













Black Hand






noun



1.
 
a secret criminal and terrorist society in New York during the early 20th century.




2.
 
a secret criminal society similar to Black Hand.














black hat





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used in reference to a bad person, especially a villain or criminal in a movie, novel, or play




•
 
we are the good guys—the black hats lost.










2.
 


[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 a person who hacks into a computer network with malicious or criminal intent




•
 
black hats have a history of disassembling source code and looking for lapses.

















– origin

 1950s: from the color of the hat traditionally worn by the bad character in westerns. Compare with white hat
 .





Black Hawk






(1767–1838), American Indian leader, chief of the Sauk and Fox Indians; native name 
Makataimeshekiakiak

 . He fought to repossess Indian lands in the Black Hawk War 1832.









blackhead

 
/ˈblakˌhed/






noun



1.
 
a plug of sebum in a hair follicle, darkened by oxidation.




2.
 
an infectious disease of turkeys producing discoloration of the head, caused by a protozoan.













black-hearted





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 cruel and wicked; malevolent




•
 
a black-hearted villain.














II.
 
derivatives





blackheartedness






noun





















Black Hills






a mountain range in eastern Wyoming and western South Dakota. The highest point is Harney Peak (7,242 feet; 2,207 m); Mount Rushmore is also part of this range.









black hole

 
/ˈˌblak ˈhōl/






noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a region of space having a gravitational field so intense that no matter or radiation can escape.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
‹informal›

 a place where people or things, especially money, disappear without trace




•
 
the moribund economy has been a black hole for federal funds




•
 
juveniles lost for good in the black hole of the criminal justice system.











Black holes are probably formed when a massive star exhausts its nuclear fuel and collapses under its own gravity. If the star is massive enough, no known force can counteract the increasing gravity, and it will collapse to a point of infinite density. Before this stage is reached, within a certain radius (the event horizon), light itself becomes trapped and the object becomes invisible.









Black Hole of Calcutta






a dungeon 20 feet (6 m) square in Fort William, Calcutta (now Kolkata), where perhaps as many as 146 English prisoners were confined overnight following the capture of Calcutta by the nawab of Bengal, in 1756. Only twenty-three of them were still alive the next morning.









black ice

 
/ˌblak ˈīs/






noun




a transparent coating of ice, found especially on a road or other paved surface.













blackjack

 
/ˈblakˌjak/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gambling card game in which players try to acquire cards with a face value as close as possible to 21 without going over.

Also called twenty-one
 , vingt-et-un
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short, leather-covered, typically lead-filled club with a flexible handle, used as a weapon.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a pirate's black ensign.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a tarred-leather container used for alcoholic drinks.













Black Jew






noun




another term for Falasha
 .













blacklead

 
/ˈblakled/






noun




another term for graphite
 .













blackleg

 
/ˈblakˌleɡ/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of plant diseases in which part of the stem blackens and decays, in particular

[● a fungal disease of cabbages and related plants (caused by 
Leptosphaeria

 , 
Pleospora

 , and other genera). ● a bacterial disease of potatoes (caused by 
Erwinia carotovora

 subsp. 
atroseptica

 ).]




2.
 
an acute infectious bacterial disease of cattle and sheep, causing necrosis in one or more legs.

[This disease is caused by 
Clostridium chauvoei

 .]




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹derogatory›

 a strikebreaker.

[the reason for the name remains unknown.]













black letter






noun




an early, ornate, bold style of type, typically resembling Gothic.













black light






noun




ultraviolet or infrared radiation, invisible to the eye.














blacklist

 
/ˈblakˌlist/





I.
 
noun




a list of people or products viewed with suspicion or disapproval.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a person or product) on a blacklist




•
 
workers were blacklisted after being quoted in the newspaper.



















black locust






noun




a North American tree with compound leaves and dense, hanging clusters of fragrant white flowers, widely grown as an ornamental.

[
Robinia pseudoacacia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













black lung






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 pneumoconiosis caused by inhalation of coal dust.














black magic

 
/ˈˌblak ˈˌmajik/






noun




magic involving the supposed invocation of evil spirits for evil purposes.














blackmail

 
/ˈblakˌmāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action, treated as a criminal offense, of demanding money from a person in return for not revealing compromising or injurious information about that person




•
 
they were acquitted of charges of blackmail.










2.
 
money demanded from a person in return for not revealing injurious information




•
 
we do not pay blackmail.










3.
 
the use of threats or the manipulation of someone's feelings to force them to do something




•
 
out of fear, she submitted to Jim's 
emotional blackmail






•
 
they are trying to blackmail us with hunger.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demand money from (a person) in return for not revealing compromising or injurious information about that person




•
 
trying to blackmail him for $400,000.










2.
 
force (someone) to do something by using threats or manipulating their feelings




•
 
he had 
blackmailed

 her 
into

 sailing with him.














III.
 
derivatives





blackmailer

 
/ˈblakˌmālər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting protection money levied by Scottish chiefs): from black
 + obsolete 
mail

 ‘tribute, rent,’ from Old Norse 
mál

 ‘speech, agreement.’






black mamba






noun




a highly venomous, slender, olive-brown to dark gray snake that moves with great speed and agility. Native to eastern and southern Africa, it is the largest poisonous snake on the continent.

[
Dendroaspis polylepis

 , family 
Elapidae

 .]













Black Maria

 
/ˌblak məˈrīə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a police vehicle for transporting prisoners.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: said to be named after a black woman, 
Maria

 Lee, who kept a boarding house in Boston and helped police in escorting drunk and disorderly customers to jail.





black mark

 
/ˌblak ˈmärk/






noun






‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone is remembered and regarded with disfavor




•
 
an arrest will be a black mark on your record




•
 


a black mark

 went down 
against

 him for turning down the job.



















black market

 
/ˈblak ˈmärkət/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the black market

 )


1.
 
an illegal traffic or trade in officially controlled or scarce commodities




•
 
they planned to sell the meat 
on the black market






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
black market currency trading.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
black marketeer

 
/ˈˌblak ˌmärkəˈti(ə)r /

 
black-marketeer






noun













2.
 
black-marketeer






verb













3.
 
black marketer






noun





















black mass

 
/ˌblak ˈmas /

 
Black Mass






noun




a travesty of the Roman Catholic Mass in worship of Satan.













Black Mesa






an upland in northeastern Arizona, home to many of the Navajo. The Hopi live on extensions to the south.









black metal






noun




a type of heavy metal music having lyrics that deal with Satan and the supernatural.













Black Monday






noun




Monday, October 19, 1987. On this date, the collapse of stock prices on Wall Street triggered similar declines in markets around the world.













black money






noun




income illegally obtained or not declared for tax purposes.













Black Monk

 
/ˈblak məNGk/





I.
 
noun




a Benedictine monk.











– origin

 Middle English: so named because of the color of the order's habit.





Blackmore, R. D.

 
/ˈblakˌmôr/






(1825–1900), English novelist and poet; full name 
Richard Doddridge Blackmore

 . He is noted for his romantic novel 
Lorna Doone

 (1869).









Black Mountains






a range of the Appalachian Mountains in western North Carolina. Mount Mitchell at 6,684 feet (2,039 m) is the high point.









Blackmun, Harry

 
/ˈblakmən/






(1908–99), US Supreme Court associate justice 1970–94; full name 
Harry Andrew Blackmun

 . He is noted as the author of 
Roe v. Wade

 , which ruled on the right to legal abortion in 1973.









Black Muslim






noun




a member of the Nation of Islam
 .













black nationalism





I.
 
noun




the advocacy of separate national status for black people, especially in the US.








II.
 
derivatives





black nationalist






noun





















blackness

 
/ˈblaknəs/






noun



1.
 
the property or quality of being black in color




•
 
it restores gray hair to blackness.










2.
 
complete darkness; the absence of any light




•
 
the entire house was plunged into pitch blackness.










3.
 
the fact or state of belonging to any human group having dark-colored skin




•
 
my experiences have made me far more aware of my blackness than ever before




•
 
she holds that position not because of her blackness, but her effectiveness.










4.
 
the quality or character associated with black people




•
 
the blackness of his poetry is an inextricable aspect of his subject matter.










5.
 
a state characterized by despair or depression




•
 
there is a little hope amid the blackness of his life




•
 
the absolute depths of blackness and morbidity.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 a state or condition of being evil or wicked




•
 
the blackness of the human heart through the atrocities of war.



















black-on-black

 
/ˌblakˌänˈblak/






adjective




designating harmful actions in which both the perpetrator and the victim are black




•
 
black-on-black violence.



















black operations

 
black ops






plural noun




covert military or political operations that may employ measures not generally authorized.




•
 
the plan involved wiretapping, burglary, mail-opening, and other black operations.




















blackout

 
/ˈblakˌout/






noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a failure of electrical power supply




•
 
due to a power blackout, their hotel was in total darkness.










2.
 
a period when all lights must be turned out or covered to prevent them being seen by the enemy during an air raid




•
 
people found it difficult to travel in the blackout




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
she peered out through the blackout curtains.










3.
 
(usu. 
blackouts

 )
 — dark curtains put up in windows to cover lights during an air raid.




4.
 
a moment in the theater when the lights on stage are suddenly turned off.




5.
 
a suppression of information, especially one imposed on the media by government




•
 
there is a total information 
blackout on

 minority interests.










6.
 
a period during which a particular activity is prohibited




•
 
there are no blackout days during the travel period.










7.
 
a temporary loss of consciousness




•
 
she was suffering from blackouts.




















black oyster plant






noun




another term for scorzonera
 .














black panther






noun




a leopard that has black fur rather than the typical spotted coat.













Black Panther






noun




a member of a militant political organization set up in the US in 1966 to fight for black rights.













black pepper

 
/blak ˈpepər/






noun




the dried black berries of the pepper (see pepper
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)), which are harvested while still green and unripe. Black pepper is widely used as a spice and a condiment and may be used whole (peppercorns) or ground.













blackpoll

 
/ˈblakpōl /

 
blackpoll warbler






noun




a North American warbler, the male of which has a black cap, white cheeks, and white underparts streaked with black.

[
Dendroica striata

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .]













Blackpool

 
/ˈblakpo͞ol/






a seaside resort in northwestern England; pop. 142,600 (est. 2009).









black poplar






noun




a Eurasian poplar with a blackish-brown trunk and arching lower branches.

[
Populus nigra

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]













black powder






noun




the original gunpowder, composed of charcoal, saltpeter, and sulfur, now used chiefly in antique firearms and in fireworks.














Black Power






noun




a movement in support of rights and political power for black people, especially prominent in the US in the 1960s and 1970s.














Black Prince






(1330–76), eldest son of Edward III of England; name given to 
Edward, Prince of Wales and Duke of Cornwall

 , most likely because of the black armor he wore when fighting. He was responsible for the British victory at Poitiers in 1356. He predeceased his father, and his son became King Richard II.










black pudding

 
/blak ˈpo͝odiNG/






noun




blood sausage.













black raspberry






noun



1.
 
an edible soft fruit related to the blackberry, consisting of a cluster of black drupelets.




2.
 
the prickly arching shrub of the rose family that bears this fruit.

[
Rubus occidentalis

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]














black rat






noun




a rat with dark fur, large ears, and a long tail. It is found throughout the world, being particularly common in the tropics, and is the chief host of the plague-transmitting flea.

Also called roof rat
 . [
Rattus rattus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]













black rhinoceros






noun




a two-horned rhinoceros with a prehensile upper lip, found in Africa south of the Sahara.

[
Diceros bicornis

 , family 
Rhinocerotidae

 .]













Black River






a river that flows southeast for 300 miles (480 km) through Missouri and Arkansas, along the eastern edge of the Ozark Plateau.









Black Rod

 
/ˌblak ˈräd /

 
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) the chief usher of the Lord Chamberlain's department of the royal household, who is also usher to the House of Lords.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: so named because of the black wand carried as a symbol of office.





black rot






noun




a disease of fruits and vegetables caused by bacteria or fungi, producing blackening, rotting, and shriveling.














black salsify






noun




another term for scorzonera
 .













Blacksburg

 
/ˈblaksbərɡ/






a town in southwestern Virginia, in the Appalachian Mountains, home to Virginia Polytechnic Institute; pop. 41,796 (est. 2008).









Black Sea

 
/ˈˌblak ˈsē/






a tideless almost landlocked sea bounded by Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Romania. It is connected to the Mediterranean Sea through the Bosporus and the Sea of Marmara.









black sheep

 
/ˈˌblak ˈSHēp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a member of a family or group who is regarded as a disgrace to them




•
 


the black sheep of the family

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the proverb 
there is a black sheep in every flock

 .





blackshirt

 
/ˈblakˌSHərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a fascist organization, in particular




2.
 
(in Italy) a member of a paramilitary group founded by Mussolini.




3.
 
(in Nazi Germany) a member of the SS.











– origin

 1920s: so named because of the color of the Italian Fascist uniform.






blacksmith

 
/ˈblakˌsmiTH/






noun



1.
 
a person who makes and repairs things in iron by hand.




2.
 
a farrier.













black smoker






noun






[Geology]

 a geothermal vent on the seabed that ejects superheated water containing much suspended matter, typically black sulfide minerals.













blacksnake

 
/ˈblaksnāk/






noun




a long black American racer, especially the common 
Northern blacksnake

 (
Coluber constrictor constrictor

 ), the adult of which is a patternless black, above and below.













black spot

 
/ˌblak ˈspät/






noun




a disease of plants, especially of roses, producing black blotches on leaves.













Blackstone River

 
/ˌblakˌstōn ˈrivər/






a river that flows south for 50 miles (80 km) through Worcester, Massachusetts, to Pawtucket, Rhode Island, below which it is called the Seekonk River. The Blackstone Valley was a site of early US industrial development.









blackstrap

 
/ˈblakstrap/






noun




a dark, viscous molasses, the byproduct of the final extraction phase of sugar refining, used chiefly in cattle feed and in the industrial production of citric acid and vinegar.













black swan

 
/ˌblak ˈswän/






noun



1.
 
a mainly black swan with white flight feathers, which is common in Australia and Tasmania and has been introduced widely elsewhere.

[
Cygnus atratus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]




2.
 
an unpredictable or unforeseen event, typically one with extreme consequences


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
geopolitical black swan events, such as the Arab Spring and the Japanese earthquake, have further complicated the market dynamics.



















blacktail deer

 
/ˌblaktāl ˈdir /

 
black-tailed deer






noun




a type of mule deer with black markings on the upper side of its tail, found west of the crest of the Cascade Mountains.

[
Odocoileus hemionus

 subsp. 
columbianus

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]














black tea






noun



1.
 
tea of the most usual type, that is fully fermented before drying.

Compare with green tea
 .




2.
 
tea served without milk or cream.














blackthorn

 
/ˈblakˌTHôrn/






noun



1.
 
a thorny Eurasian shrub that bears white flowers before the leaves appear and astringent blue-black fruits.

Also called sloe
 . [
Prunus spinosa

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
a walking stick or cudgel made from the wood of the blackthorn shrub.













Black Thursday






noun




October 24, 1929. On this date, a then-record number of shares were traded on the New York Stock Exchange by panicked investors, marking the onset of the stock market crash that precipitated the Great Depression.













black tie

 
/blak tī/






noun



1.
 
a black bow tie worn with a dinner jacket.




2.
 
formal evening dress




•
 
the audience wears black tie




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
evening meals were black-tie affairs.



















blacktop

 
/ˈblakˌtäp /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
asphalt, or other black material used for surfacing roads


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
blacktop roads.










2.
 
a road or area surfaced with asphalt or other black material




•
 
playing hopscotch on the blacktop behind the school.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surface (a road or area) with asphalt or other black material




•
 
41 miles had been blacktopped to date.



















Black Tuesday






noun




October 29, 1929. On this date, share prices on the New York Stock Exchange completely collapsed, becoming a pivotal factor in the emergence of the Great Depression.














black tupelo






noun




another term for sourgum
 .













black velvet

 
/blak ˈvelvət/






noun




a drink consisting of a mixture of stout and champagne.













black vulture






noun



1.
 
a large, aggressive American vulture with black plumage and a short square tail.

Also called carrion crow
 . [
Coragyps atratus

 , family 
Cathartidae

 .]




2.
 
a very large Old World vulture with blackish-brown plumage, now rare in Europe.

Also called cinereous vulture
 . [
Aygypius monachus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]













Black Warrior River






a river that flows 178 miles (287 km) across northern Alabama to join the Tombigbee River. Tuscaloosa and the Birmingham area lie along its course.










black water






noun






‹technical›

 waste water from toilets.

Compare with gray water
 .













blackwater fever

 
/ˈblakˌwädər ˌfēvər/






noun




a severe form of malaria in which blood cells are rapidly destroyed, resulting in dark urine.













Blackwell, Elizabeth

 
/ˈblakwəl, -ˌwel/






(1821–1910), US physician, born in England. She was the first woman to receive a medical degree in the US (1849) and the first woman listed in the Medical Register of the United Kingdom (1859).









black widow

 
black widow spider






noun




a highly venomous American spider that has a black body with red markings.

[
Latrodectus mactans

 , family 
Theridiidae

 ; subspecies also occur on other continents.]













blackwork

 
/ˈblakwərk/






noun




a type of embroidery done in black thread on white cloth, especially popular in England during the Tudor period.













blad

 
/blad/






noun




a promotional flyer or mockup for a product, especially for a book.













bladder

 
/ˈbladər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a membranous sac in humans and other animals, in which urine is collected for excretion.




2.
 
anything inflated and hollow




•
 
an air bladder in the arch and collar of the shoe.










3.
 


[Botany]

 an inflated fruit or vesicle in various plants




•
 
a dried bladder of seaweed.

















– origin

 Old English 
blǣdre

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
blaar

 and German 
Blatter

 , also to blow
 1
 .





bladdered

 
/ˈbladərd/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely drunk.














bladder fern






noun




a small delicate fern with rounded spore cases, growing on rocks and walls. Bladder ferns are native to both Eurasia and North America.

Also called brittle fern
 . [Genus 
Cystopteris

 , family 
Dryopteridaceae

 : several species.]













bladdernut

 
/ˈbladərˌnət/






noun

 — (also 
bladder nut

 )


1.
 
a shrub or small tree of north temperate regions that bears white flowers and inflated seed capsules.

[Genus 
Staphylea

 , family 
Staphyleaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
American bladdernut

 (
S. trifolia

 ) of the eastern US.]




2.
 
the fruit of the bladdernut.













bladder senna






noun




a Mediterranean shrub of the pea family that bears yellow flowers followed by inflated reddish pods.

[
Colutea arborescens

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













bladder worm






noun




an immature form of a tapeworm, which lives in the flesh of the secondary host. Further development is suspended until it is eaten by the primary host.













bladderwort

 
/ˈbladərwərt ˈbladərˌwôrt/






noun




an aquatic plant of north temperate regions with small air-filled bladders that keep the plant afloat and trap tiny animals that provide additional nutrients.

[Genus 
Utricularia

 , family 
Lentibulariaceae

 .]













bladderwrack

 
/ˈbladərˌrak /

 
bladder wrack






noun




a common brown shoreline seaweed that has tough straplike fronds containing air bladders that give buoyancy.

[
Fucus vesiculosus

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]














blade

 
/blād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the flat cutting edge of a knife, saw, or other tool or weapon.




2.
 
short for razor blade
 .




3.
 


‹literary›

 a sword.




4.
 


[Archaeology]

 a long, narrow flake.




5.
 
the flat, wide section of an implement or device such as an oar or a propeller.




6.
 
a thin, flat metal runner on an ice skate.




7.
 
(also 
running blade

 )
 — a prosthetic lower limb designed for athletes, consisting of a flattened length of carbon fiber with a long, curved section at the base




•
 
Lydia is being taught to run on blades




•
 
the Paralympics brought prosthetics such as running blades into the limelight.










8.
 
a long, narrow leaf of grass or another similar plant




•
 


a blade of

 grass.










9.
 


[Botany]

 the broad thin part of a leaf apart from the stalk.




10.
 
a shoulder bone in a cut of meat, or the cut of meat itself.




11.
 
the flat part of the tongue behind the tip.




12.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a dashing or energetic young man.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 skate using in-line skates




•
 
we bladed into the parking lot behind Mensky's.














III.
 
derivatives





bladed

 
/ˈblādəd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
double-bladed paddles

























– origin

 Old English 
blæd

 ‘leaf of a plant’ (also 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
blad

 and German 
Blatt

 .






blague

 
/bläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a joke or piece of nonsense.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘claptrap, nonsense.’





blagueur

 
/ˈbläɡər bläˈɡər/





I.
 
noun




a person who talks nonsense.











– origin

 French, from blague
 .





blah

 
/blä /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




used to substitute for actual words in contexts where they are felt to be too tedious or lengthy to give in full




•
 
the typical kid, going out every night, blah, blah, blah.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
blah-blah

 )
 — used to refer to something that is boring or without meaningful content




•
 
talking all kinds of blah to him




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his blah feeling.










2.
 
(
the blahs

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 depression




•
 
he battled a case of the blahs




•
 
the winter blahs.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): imitative.






blain

 
/blān/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 an inflamed swelling or sore on the skin.

See chilblain
 .











– origin

 Old English 
blegen

 ; related to Dutch 
blein

 .





Blaine

 
/blān/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, north of Minneapolis; pop. 55,042 (est. 2008).









Blair, Bonnie

 
/ble(ə)r/






(1964–), US speed skater. She is the only US woman to win five Olympic gold medals—in the 500-meter race in 1988, 1992, and 1994 and in the 1,000-meter race in 1992 and 1994.









Blair, John






(1732–1800), US Supreme Court associate justice 1789–96. He was a member of the Constitutional Convention 1787 and signed the US Constitution. He favored a strong federal government.









Blair, Tony






(1953–), British statesman; prime minister 1997–2007; full name 
Anthony Charles Lynton Blair

 . He was elected leader of the Labour Party in 1994. His landslide victory in the election of 1997 gave his party its biggest-ever majority and made him the youngest prime minister since Lord Liverpool in 1812.









Blairite

 
/ˈblerīt/





I.
 
noun




a supporter of the former British Prime Minister Tony Blair or his policies




•
 
she is a loyal Blairite.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the former British Prime Minister Tony Blair or his policies




•
 
figures from a Blairite think tank.



















Blake, Eubie

 
/blāk/






(1883–1983), US jazz pianist and composer. One of the foremost ragtime pianists, he wrote over 300 songs, many in collaboration with lyricist Noble Sissle (1889–1975).









Blake, Sir Peter






(1932–), English painter. He was prominent in the pop art movement in the late 1950s and early 1960s.









Blake, William






(1757–1827), English artist and poet. His poems mark the beginning of romanticism and a rejection of the Age of Enlightenment. His watercolors and engravings, like his writings, were not fully appreciated until after his death. Notable collections of poems: 
Songs of Innocence

 (1789) and 
Songs of Experience

 (1794).









Blakey, Art

 
/ˈblākē/






(1919–90), US jazz drummer; full name 
Arthur Blakey

 . A pioneer of the bebop movement, he was known for his group, the Jazz Messengers.










blame

 
/blām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign responsibility for a fault or wrong




•
 
the inquiry 
blamed

 the engineer 
for

 the accident.










2.
 
(
blame something on

 )
 — assign the responsibility for something bad to (someone or something)




•
 
they blame youth crime on unemployment.














II.
 
noun




responsibility for a fault or wrong




•
 
his players had to 
take the blame






•
 
they are trying to 
put the blame on

 us.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be to blame






be responsible for a fault or wrong




•
 
he 
was to blame for

 their deaths.















2.
 
I don't (or can't) blame you (or her, etc.)






used to indicate that one agrees that the action or attitude taken was reasonable




•
 
he was becoming impatient, and I couldn't blame him.















3.
 
have only oneself to blame






be solely responsible for something bad that has happened.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blamable

 
/ˈblāməb(ə)l /

 
blameable






adjective













2.
 
blameful

 
/ˈblāmf(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
blamer

 , 
blasmer

 (verb), from a popular Latin variant of ecclesiastical Latin 
blasphemare

 ‘reproach, revile, blaspheme,’ from Greek 
blasphēmein

 (see blaspheme
 ).





blamed

 
/blāmd/






adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially to express disapprobation or annoyance




•
 
a blamed old sodden-headed conservative.



















blame game





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a situation in which one party blames others for something bad or unfortunate rather than attempting to seek a solution.








II.
 
derivatives





blame-gaming






noun





















blameless

 
/ˈblāmləs/





I.
 
adjective




innocent of wrongdoing




•
 
he led a blameless life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blamelessly

 
/ˈblāmləslē /






adverb













2.
 
blamelessness






noun





















blamestorming

 
/ˈblāmˌstôrmiNG/





I.
 
noun




group discussion regarding the assigning of responsibility for a failure or mistake.











– origin

 1990s: on the pattern of 
brainstorming

 .





blameworthy

 
/ˈblāmˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




responsible for wrongdoing and deserving of censure or blame.








II.
 
derivatives





blameworthiness






noun





















blanc fixe

 
/ˈblaNGk ˈfiks, bläN ˈfēks/






noun




barium sulfate in the form of a white powder used in making pigments and paper.














blanch

 
/blan(t)SH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make white or pale by extracting color; bleach




•
 
the cold light blanched her face.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — whiten (a plant) by depriving it of light




•
 
blanch endive by covering plants with large flowerpots.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) grow pale from shock, fear, or a similar emotion




•
 
many 
people blanch at

 the suggestion




•
 
their faces blanched with fear.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare (vegetables) for freezing or further cooking by immersing briefly in boiling water.




5.
 
peel (almonds) by scalding them


(as 
adj.

 
blanched

 )


•
 
blanched almonds.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
blanchir

 , from 
blanc

 ‘white,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





Blanchard, Jean-Pierre

 
/ˈblanCHərd, bläNˈSHär/






(1753–1809), French balloonist; full name 
Jean-Pierre François Blanchard

 . Together with an American, 
John Jeffries

 (1744–1819), he made the first air crossing of the English Channel, in a balloon, on January 7, 1785.









blancmange

 
/bləˈmänj bləˈmäNZH/





I.
 
noun




a sweet opaque gelatinous dessert made with cornstarch and milk.











– origin

 late Middle English 
blancmanger

 , from Old French 
blanc mangier

 , from 
blanc

 ‘white’ + 
mangier

 ‘eat’ (used as a noun to mean ‘food’). The shortened form without 
-er

 arose in the 18th cent.





bland

 
/bland/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking strong features or characteristics and therefore uninteresting




•
 
rebelling against the bland uniformity.










2.
 
(of food or drink) mild or insipid




•
 
bland and unadventurous vegetarian dish




•
 
bland beers of mediocre quality.










3.
 
(of a person or behavior) showing no strong emotion; dull and unremarkable




•
 
offering bland reassurance




•
 
his expression was bland and unreadable.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘gentle in manner’): from Latin 
blandus

 ‘soft, smooth.’





Blanda, George

 
/ˈblandə/






(1927–), US football player; full name 
George Frederick Blanda

 . He scored 2,002 points in professional football, chiefly as a placekicker. He played the most games (340) for the most seasons (26). Football Hall of Fame (1981).









blandish

 
/ˈblandiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 coax (someone) with kind words or flattery




•
 
I was blandishing her with imprudences to get her off the subject.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
blandiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
blandir

 , from Latin 
blandiri

 , from 
blandus

 ‘soft, smooth.’





blandishment

 
/ˈblandiSHmənt/






noun




(usu. 
blandishments

 )
 — a flattering or pleasing statement or action used to persuade someone gently to do something




•
 
the blandishments of the travel brochure.



















blandly

 
/ˈblandlē/






adverb




in an uninteresting manner that lacks strong emotion, features, or characteristics




•
 
he smiled blandly at me




•
 
he proved to be a blandly handsome man.



















blandness

 
/ˈblan(d)nəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of strong emotions, features, or characteristics




•
 
the overall blandness of his performance.










2.
 
(with reference to food or drink) the quality of being unseasoned, mild-tasting, or insipid




•
 
the boneless chops were underseasoned to the point of blandness.




















blank

 
/blaNGk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a surface or background) unrelieved by decorative or other features; bare, empty, or plain




•
 
the blank skyline




•
 
a blank wall.










2.
 
not written or printed on




•
 
a blank sheet of paper.










3.
 
(of a document) with spaces left for a signature or details




•
 
blank tax-return forms.










4.
 
(of a tape) with nothing recorded on it




•
 
blank cassettes.










5.
 
showing incomprehension or no reaction




•
 
we were met by blank looks.










6.
 
having temporarily no knowledge or understanding




•
 
her mind went blank.










7.
 
lacking incident or result




•
 
those blank moments aboard airplanes.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — complete; absolute (used emphatically with negative force)




•
 
he was met with a blank refusal to discuss the issue.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a space left to be filled in a document




•
 
leave blanks to type in the appropriate names




•
 
this measure required subjects to 
fill in the blanks

 in a story.










2.
 
a document with blank spaces to be filled.




3.
 
(also 
blank cartridge

 )
 — a cartridge containing gunpowder but no bullet, used for training or as a signal.




4.
 
an empty space or period of time, especially in terms of a lack of knowledge or understanding




•
 
my mind was a total blank.










5.
 
an object that has no mark or design on it, in particular




6.
 
a roughly cut metal or wooden block intended for further shaping or finishing.




7.
 
a domino with one or both halves blank.




8.
 
a plain metal disk from which a coin is made by stamping a design on it.




9.
 
a dash written instead of a word or letter, especially instead of an obscenity or profanity.




10.
 
used euphemistically in place of a noun regarded as obscene, profane, or abusive.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover up, obscure, or cause to appear blank or empty




•
 
electronic countermeasures 
blanked out

 the radar signals.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become blank or empty




•
 
the picture 
blanked out

 .










3.
 
cut (a metal blank)




•
 
the complete core disk can be 
blanked out

 in one piece.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat (a sports opponent) without allowing the opposition to score




•
 
Baltimore blanked Toronto in a 7–0 victory.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
draw a blank






elicit no successful response; fail




•
 
the search drew a blank.















2.
 
firing blanks








‹informal›

 (of a man) infertile.












V.
 
derivatives





blankness

 
/ˈblaNGknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘white, colorless’): from Old French 
blanc

 ‘white,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





blank check






noun



1.
 
a bank check with the amount left for the payee to fill in.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an unlimited freedom of action




•
 
he was effectively granted a blank check to conduct a war without congressional authorization.




















blanket

 
/ˈblaNGkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large piece of woolen or similar material used as a bed covering or other covering for warmth.




2.
 
a thick mass or layer of a specified material that covers something completely




•
 
a dense gray blanket of cloud.










3.
 


[Printing]

 a rubber surface used for transferring the image in ink from the plate to the paper in offset printing.








II.
 
adjective




covering all cases or instances; total and inclusive




•
 
a blanket ban on tobacco advertising.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover completely with a thick layer of something




•
 
the countryside 
was blanketed in

 snow.










2.
 
stifle or keep quiet (sound)




•
 
the double glazing blankets the noise a bit.










3.
 


[Sailing]

 take wind from the sails of (another craft) by passing to windward.








IV.
 
phrases





born on the wrong side of the blanket








‹dated›

 born of parents not lawfully married to each other.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting undyed woolen cloth): via Old Northern French from Old French 
blanc

 ‘white,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





blanket coat






noun




a coat made from a blanket or from blanketlike material.













blanketflower

 
/ˈblaNGkətˌflou(ə)r/






noun




another term for gaillardia
 .













blanketing

 
/ˈblaNGkədiNG/






noun




material used for making blankets.













blanket roll






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a blanket or sleeping bag made into a cylindrical roll for ease of carrying, often with utensils and other personal supplies inside; a bedroll.













blanket stitch

 
/ˈblaNGkət stiCH/






noun




a buttonhole stitch used on the edges of a blanket or other material too thick to be hemmed.













blanketweed

 
/ˈblaNGkətˌwēd/






noun




a common green freshwater alga that forms long unbranched filaments. It can be a problem in overenriched water and garden ponds.

[Genus 
Spirogyra

 , phylum 
Chlorophyta

 , kingdom 
Plantae

 (or 
Protista

 ).]













blankety

 
/ˈblaNGkədē /

 
blankety-blank






adjective, noun






‹informal›

 used euphemistically to replace a word considered coarse or vulgar




•
 
it's time to ditch the blankety-blank tax code.



















blankly

 
/ˈblaNGklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is plain and characterized by a lack of decorative or other features




•
 
the suburbs that stretch blankly along the routes out from the city




•
 
his clothes are blankly white.










2.
 
in a way that shows a lack of interest or engagement




•
 
the class looked back blankly




•
 
my home life consists of staring blankly at the television.










3.
 
in a way that temporarily shows no emotion or understanding, especially as a result of shock




•
 
he stared blankly at the freshly dug grave and new tombstone




•
 
the policeman's jaw had dropped in bewilderment and he was eyeing him blankly.










4.
 
in an absolute or blunt manner




•
 
the hospital has blankly refused to carry out tests




•
 
officials have stated blankly that they will never extradite the operatives.



















blank verse

 
/ˈˌblaNGk ˈvərs/






noun




verse without rhyme, especially that which uses iambic pentameter.













blanquette

 
/bläNGˈket/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of white meat in a white sauce.











– origin

 French, based on 
blanc

 ‘white.’





Blantyre

 
/ˈblanˌtī(ə)r/






the chief commercial and industrial city in Malawi; pop. 661,444 (2008) . It is named after explorer David Livingstone's birthplace in Scotland.









blare

 
/bler/





I.
 
verb




make or cause to make a loud, harsh sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the ambulance arrived outside, siren blaring




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the radio was 
blaring out

 organ music.














II.
 
noun




a loud harsh sound




•
 
a blare of trumpets.














III.
 
derivatives





blaring






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘roar, bellow’): from Middle Dutch 
blaren

 , 
bleren

 , or Low German 
blaren

 , of imitative origin. Current senses date from the late 18th cent.





blarney

 
/ˈblärnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
talk that aims to charm, pleasantly flatter, or persuade




•
 
he had the “street charm” of an Irish politician, but this blarney concealed his inner self.










2.
 
amusing and harmless nonsense




•
 
this story is perhaps just a bit of blarney.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
influence or persuade (someone) using charm and pleasant flattery.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after 
Blarney

 , a castle near Cork in Ireland, where there is a stone said to give the gift of persuasive speech to anyone who kisses it.





blasé

 
/bläˈzā/





I.
 
adjective




unimpressed or indifferent to something because one has experienced or seen it so often before




•
 
she was becoming quite blasé about the dangers.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, past participle of 
blaser

 ‘cloy,’ probably ultimately of Germanic origin.






blaspheme

 
/blasˈfēm ˈblasˌfēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak irreverently about God or sacred things




•
 
he has 
blasphemed against

 God.














II.
 
derivatives





blasphemer

 
/blasˈfēmər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
blasphemare

 ‘reproach, revile, blaspheme,’ from Greek 
blasphēmein

 , from 
blasphēmos

 ‘evil-speaking.’ Compare with blame
 .





blasphemous

 
/ˈblasfəməs/





I.
 
adjective




sacrilegious against God or sacred things; profane




•
 
blasphemous and heretical talk.














II.
 
derivatives





blasphemously

 
/ˈblasfəməslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
blasphēmos

 ‘evil-speaking’ + -ous
 .





blasphemy

 
/ˈblasfəmē/





I.
 
noun




the act or offense of speaking sacrilegiously about God or sacred things; profane talk




•
 
he was detained on charges of blasphemy




•
 
screaming incomprehensible blasphemies.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
blasphēmia

 ‘slander, blasphemy.’





blast

 
/blast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a destructive wave of highly compressed air spreading outward from an explosion




•
 
they were thrown backward by the blast.










2.
 
an explosion or explosive firing, especially of a bomb




•
 
a bomb blast




•
 
a shotgun blast.










3.
 
a forceful attack or assault




•
 
he defeated his weakest opponent in such a blast that the fans left unimpressed.










4.
 
a strong gust of wind or air




•
 
the icy blast hit them.










5.
 
a strong current of air used in smelting.




6.
 
a single loud note of a horn, whistle, or other noisemaking device




•
 
a blast of the ship's siren.










7.
 


‹informal›

 a severe reprimand




•
 
I braced myself for the inevitable blast.










8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an enjoyable experience or lively party




•
 
it could turn out to be a real blast.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
blow up or break apart (something solid) with explosives




•
 
quantities of solid rock had to be 
blasted away






•
 
the explosion 
blasted out

 hundreds of windows.










2.
 
produce (damage or a hole) by means of an explosion




•
 
the force of the collision 
blasted out

 a tremendous crater.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force or throw (something) in a specified direction by impact or explosion




•
 
the car was blasted thirty feet into the sky.










4.
 
shoot with a gun




•
 
Fowler was blasted with an air rifle.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move very quickly and loudly in a specified direction




•
 
driving rain blasted through the smashed window.










6.
 


‹informal›

 criticize fiercely




•
 
the school was blasted by government inspectors.










7.
 
make or cause to make a loud continuous musical or other noise


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
music blasted out at full volume




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
an impatient motorist blasted his horn.










8.
 
kick, strike, or throw (a ball) hard




•
 
Ripken blasted the ball into the gap in right field.










9.
 


‹literary›

 (of a wind or other natural force) wither, shrivel, or blight (a plant)




•
 
crops blasted on the eve of harvest.










10.
 
strike with divine anger




•
 
damn and blast this awful place!










11.
 
destroy or ruin




•
 
a candidate whose only strategy is to blast the opposition.














III.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 expressing annoyance




•
 
“Blast! The car won't start!”














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
a blast from the past








‹informal›

 something forcefully nostalgic




•
 
a request for a real old blast from the past.















2.
 
(at) full blast






at maximum power or intensity




•
 
the heat is on full blast.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs





blast off






(of a rocket or spacecraft) take off from a launching site.















– origin

 Old English 
blǣst

 , of Germanic origin; related to blaze
 3
 .






-blast





I.
 
combining form



1.
 


[Biology]

 denoting an embryonic cell




•
 
erythroblast.







Compare with -cyte
 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 denoting a germ layer of an embryo




•
 
epiblast.

















– origin

 from Greek 
blastos

 ‘sprout.’





blast cell






noun




a primitive, undifferentiated blood cell, often found in the blood of those with acute leukemia.













blasted

 
/ˈblastəd/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express annoyance




•
 
make your own blasted coffee!










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 withered or blighted; laid waste




•
 
an area of blasted trees.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drunk




•
 
the waiter kept bringing us free cocktails; so I got really blasted.



















blastema

 
/blaˈstēmə/





I.
 
noun




the primary formative material of plants and animals, from which cells are developed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blastemal






adjective













2.
 
blastematic

 
/ˌblastəˈmatik /






adjective





















blaster






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that emits or uses blasts




•
 
blasters were paid according to how much rock they broke.










2.
 
(in science fiction) a gunlike weapon that can destroy something solid, typically using light or sound energy




•
 
don't try to stand in the way of laser blasters




•
 
where was a super sonic death ray blaster gun when you needed one?










3.
 
a move in which a ball is kicked or struck forcefully




•
 
he let fly with a 35-yard blaster.










4.
 
a type of physical exercise intended to strengthen specific muscle groups




•
 
the glute blaster




•
 
squats represent a total blaster for quads.



















blast furnace

 
/ˈblast ˈˌfərnəs/






noun




a smelting furnace in the form of a tower into which a blast of hot compressed air can be introduced from below. Such furnaces are used chiefly to make iron from a mixture of iron ore, coke, and limestone.













blasto-





I.
 
combining form




relating to germination




•
 
blastoderm.

















– origin

 from Greek 
blastos

 ‘germ, sprout.’






blastocoel

 
/ˈblastəˌsēl /

 
blastocoele





I.
 
noun




the fluid-filled cavity of a blastula.

Also called segmentation cavity
 .








II.
 
derivatives





blastocoelic

 
/ˌblastəˈsēlik /






adjective






















blastocyst

 
/ˈblastəˌsist/






noun






[Embryology]

 a mammalian blastula in which some differentiation of cells has occurred.

Also called blastodermic vesicle
 .













blastoderm

 
/ˈblastəˌdərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Embryology]

 the layer of embryonic tissue that forms prior to the development of the embryonic axis.




2.
 


[Embryology]

 the outer layer of cells that forms the wall of a blastula.








II.
 
derivatives





blastodermic

 
/ˌblastəˈdərmik /






adjective






















blastodermic vesicle






noun




another term for blastocyst
 .














blastodisk

 
/ˈblastəˌdisk /

 
blastodisc






noun






[Embryology]

 a blastula having the form of a disk of cells on top of the yolk in the eggs of reptiles and birds.













blastoff

 
/ˈblastˌôf/






noun




the launching of a rocket or spacecraft.













blastogenesis

 
/ˌblastəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the theory of the transmission of inherited characteristics by germ plasm.




2.
 
asexual reproduction of an organism by budding.




3.
 
the development of lymphocytes into larger undifferentiated cells that can undergo mitosis.








II.
 
derivatives





blastogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective





















blastoma

 
/blaˈstōmə/






noun




a neoplasm consisting of immature undifferentiated cells.













blastomere

 
/ˈblastəˌmir/






noun






[Embryology]

 a cell formed by cleavage of a fertilized ovum.













blastomycosis

 
/ˌblastōmīˈkōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease caused by infection with parasitic fungi affecting the skin or the internal organs.

[The fungi (
blastomycetes

 ) belong to the genus 
Blastomyces

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]













blastopore

 
/ˈblastəˌpôr/






noun




the opening of the central cavity of an embryo in the early stage of development.














blastosphere

 
/ˈblastəˌsfir/






noun




another term for blastula
 .














blastula

 
/ˈblasCHələ/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 an animal embryo at the early stage of development when it is a hollow ball of cells.

Also called blastosphere
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
blastos

 ‘sprout.’





blat

 
/blat /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a bleating sound.








II.
 
noun




a bleat or similar noise




•
 
the blat of Jack's horn.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





blatant

 
/ˈblātnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of bad behavior) done openly and unashamedly




•
 
blatant lies.










2.
 
completely lacking in subtlety; very obvious




•
 
forcing herself to resist his blatant charm.














II.
 
derivatives





blatancy

 
/ˈblātnsē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps an alteration of Scots 
blatand

 ‘bleating’ It was first used by Spenser as an epithet for a thousand-tongued monster produced by Cerberus and Chimera, a symbol of calumny, which he called the 
blatant beast

 . It was subsequently used to mean ‘clamorous, offensive to the ear,’ first of people (mid 17th cent.), later of things (late 18th cent.); the sense ‘obtrusive to the eye, unashamedly conspicuous’ arose in the late 19th cent.





blatantly

 
/ˈblāt(ə)ntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an open and unashamed manner




•
 
yet another space show that blatantly disregarded scientific fact




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he found her remarks blatantly racist.










2.
 
in a completely obvious and unsubtle way




•
 
it's blatantly her first kiss.



















Blatchford, Samuel

 
/blaCHfərd/






(1820–93), US Supreme Court associate justice 1882–93. He was a circuit judge before being appointed to the Court by President Arthur. His specialty was patent law.










blather

 
/ˈblaT͟Hər /

 
blether
 , blither





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk long-windedly without making very much sense




•
 
she began 
blathering on

 about spirituality and life after death




•
 (as 
noun

 
blathering

 )
 
now stop your blathering and get back to work.














II.
 
noun




long-winded talk with no real substance.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb; originally Scots and northern English dialect): from Old Norse 
blathra

 ‘talk nonsense,’ from 
blathr

 ‘nonsense.’





blatherskite

 
/ˈblaT͟Hərˌskīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who talks at great length without making much sense.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 foolish talk; nonsense




•
 
politicians get away all the time with their blatherskite.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from blather
 + 
skite

 , a Scottish derogatory term adopted into American colloquial speech during the American Revolution, from the Scottish song 
Maggie Lauder

 , by F. Semphill, which was popular with American troops.





Blaue Reiter

 
/ˌblouə ˈrīdər/





I.
 
a group of German expressionist painters formed in 1911, based in Munich. The group included Wassily Kandinsky, Jean Arp, and Paul Klee.







– origin

 German, literally ‘blue rider,’ the title of a painting by Kandinsky.





Blavatsky, Helena

 
/bləˈvatskē, -ˈvätskē/






(1831–91), Russian spiritualist; born in Ukraine; born 
Helena Petrovna Hahn

 ; known as 
Madame Blavatsky

 . In 1875, she cofounded the Theosophical Society in New York.









blaxploitation

 
/ˌblaksploiˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the exploitation of black people, especially with regard to stereotyped roles in movies.











– origin

 1970s: blend of 
blacks

 (plural of noun black
 ) and 
exploitation

 (see exploit
 ).






blaze1


 
/blāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very large or fiercely burning fire




•
 
twenty fireman fought the blaze.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a very bright display of light or color




•
 
the gardens in summer are 
a blaze of

 color.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a conspicuous display or outburst of something




•
 
their relationship broke up in 
a blaze of publicity

 .










4.
 
(
blazes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used in various expressions of anger, bewilderment, or surprise as a euphemism for “hell”




•
 
“Go to blazes!” he shouted




•
 
what 
in blue blazes

 are you all talking about?







[with reference to the flames associated with hell.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burn fiercely or brightly




•
 
the fire blazed merrily.










2.
 
shine brightly or powerfully




•
 
the sun 
blazed down






•
 


‹figurative›

 Barbara's eyes were 
blazing with

 anger.










3.
 
(of a gun or a person firing a gun) fire repeatedly or indiscriminately




•
 
we go in with guns blazing.










4.
 


‹informal›

 achieve something in an impressive manner




•
 
she blazed to a gold medal in the 200-meter sprint.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit (a ball) with impressive strength




•
 
he blazed a drive into the rough.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
like blazes








‹informal›

 very fast or forcefully




•
 
I ran like blazes toward home.







[see blaze
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).]









2.
 
with all guns blazing








‹informal›

 with great determination and energy, typically without thought for the consequences.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





blaze up





a.
 
burst into flame




•
 
he attacked the fire with poker and tongs until it blazed up.










b.
 
suddenly become angry




•
 
he blazed up without warning.





















– origin

 Old English 
blæse

 ‘torch, bright fire,’ of Germanic origin; related ultimately to blaze
 2
 .






blaze2


 
/blāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a white spot or stripe on the face of a mammal or bird.




2.
 
a broad white stripe running the length of a horse's face.




3.
 
a mark made on a tree by cutting the bark so as to mark a route.








II.
 
verb

 — (
blaze a trail

 )


1.
 
set an example by being the first to do something; pioneer




•
 
small firms would set the pace, blazing a trail for others to follow.










2.
 
mark out a path or route.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.(
sense

 1 
of the

 noun): ultimately of Germanic origin; related to German 
Blässe

 ‘blaze’ and 
blass

 ‘pale,’ also to blaze
 1
 , and probably to blemish
 .






blaze3


 
/blāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a newspaper) present or proclaim (news) in a prominent, typically sensational, manner.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘blow out on a trumpet’): from Middle Low German or Middle Dutch 
blāzen

 ‘to blow’; related to blow
 1
 .





blaze orange






adjective




of a vivid orange color, especially as used for hunting attire to increase its visibility




•
 
blaze orange clothing has helped reduce accidents at the start of pheasant season.



















blazer

 
/ˈblāzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lightweight jacket, typically solid-colored, often worn as part of a uniform by members of a club, sports team, or school.




2.
 
a plain jacket, typically dark blue, not forming part of a suit but considered appropriate for formal or semiformal wear.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from blaze
 1
 + -er
 1
 . The original general sense was ‘a thing that blazes or shines’ (mid 17th cent.), giving rise to the term for a brightly colored sport coat.





blazing star






noun




any of a number of North American plants, some of which are cultivated for their flowers, in particular

[● a plant of the daisy family with tall spikes of purple or white flowers (genus 
Liatris

 , family 
Compositae

 . ● a plant of the western US with toothed leaves and yellow flowers (genus 
Mentzelia

 , family 
Loasaceae

 ), especially the gray-leaved, large-flowered 
giant blazing star

 (
M. laevicaulis

 . ● devil's bit.]













blazon

 
/ˈblāz(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — display prominently or vividly




•
 
they saw their company name blazoned all over the media.










2.
 
report (news), especially in a sensational manner




•
 
accounts of their ordeal blazoned to the entire nation.










3.
 


[Heraldry]

 describe or depict (armorial bearings) in a correct heraldic manner.




4.
 
inscribe or paint (an object) with arms or a name.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Heraldry]

 a correct description of armorial bearings.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 
‹archaic›

 a coat of arms.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a shield, later one bearing a heraldic device): from Old French 
blason

 ‘shield,’ of unknown origin. The sense of the verb has been influenced by blaze
 3
 .





blazonry

 
/ˈblāz(ə)nrē/






noun



1.
 


[Heraldry]

 the art of describing or painting heraldic devices or armorial bearings.




2.
 
[
plural noun

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 heraldic devices or armorial bearings.













bldg.






abbreviation




building.














bleach

 
/blēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
whiten by exposure to sunlight or by a chemical process




•
 
paper products are bleached with chlorine




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bleached

 )
 
permed and bleached hair.










2.
 
deprive of vitality or substance




•
 
his contributions to the album are bleached of personality.










3.
 
clean and sterilize




•
 
a new formula to bleach and brighten clothing.














II.
 
noun




a chemical (typically a solution of sodium hypochlorite or hydrogen peroxide) used to whiten or sterilize materials.











– origin

 Old English 
blǣcan

 (verb), 
blǣce

 (noun), from 
blǣc

 ‘pale,’ of Germanic origin; related to bleak
 1
 .





bleacher

 
/ˈblēCHər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that bleaches.




2.
 
(usu. 
bleachers

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a cheap bench seat at a sports arena, typically in an outdoor uncovered stand.




3.
 
(also 
bleacherite

 )
 — a person occupying bleachers at a sports arena




•
 
the bleachers cheered.



















bleaching powder






noun




a powder containing calcium hypochlorite, used chiefly to remove color from materials.













bleah

 
/ble/





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express disgust




•
 
bleah, my hands are all gross from bathtub cleaning




•
 
Beans on toast? Bleah!

















– origin

 1960s: probably imitative of the sound of gagging or retching.






bleak1


 
/blēk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an area of land) lacking vegetation and exposed to the elements




•
 
a bleak and barren moor.










2.
 
(of a building or room) charmless and inhospitable; dreary




•
 
he looked around the bleak little room in despair.










3.
 
(of the weather) cold and miserable




•
 
a bleak midwinter's day.










4.
 
(of a situation or future prospect) not hopeful or encouraging; unlikely to have a favorable outcome




•
 
he paints a bleak picture of a company that has lost its way.










5.
 
(of a person or a person's expression) cold and forbidding




•
 
his bleak, near vacant eyes grew remote.














II.
 
derivatives





bleakly

 
/ˈblēklē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
blāc

 ‘shining, white,’ or in later use from synonymous Old Norse 
bleikr

 ; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to bleach
 .





bleak2


 
/blēk/





I.
 
noun




a small silvery shoaling fish of the minnow family, found in Eurasian rivers.

[Genera 
Alburnus

 and 
Chalcalburnus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 : several species, in particular 
A. alburnus

 .]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old Norse 
bleikja

 .





bleakness

 
/ˈblēknəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being bare and inhospitable




•
 
the bleakness of that destroyed landscape




•
 
the grim concrete bleakness.










2.
 
the quality or state of cold and miserable weather




•
 
the bleakness of winter




•
 
the evening's rainy bleakness.










3.
 
the quality or state of being hopeless, discouraging, or unlikely to have a favorable outcome




•
 
this story is marked by unrelenting bleakness




•
 
the atrocities and bleakness of war.




















blear

 
/blir /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make dim; blur




•
 
you would blear your eyes with books.














II.
 
adjective




dim, dull, or filmy




•
 
a medicine to lay to sore and blear eyes.














III.
 
noun




a film over the eyes; a blur




•
 
he forced his eyes open and shut to rid them of blear.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): probably related to Middle High German 
blerre

 ‘blurred vision’ and Low German 
blarroged

 ‘bleary-eyed.’





bleary

 
/ˈblirē/





I.
 
adjective




(of the eyes) unfocused or filmy from sleep or tiredness




•
 
you hate to face the world with bleary, tear-soaked, itching eyes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blearily

 
/ˈblirəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bleariness






noun





















bleary-eyed

 
blear-eyed






adjective




(of a person) having bleary eyes.













bleat

 
/blēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sheep, goat, or calf) make a characteristic wavering cry




•
 
the lamb was bleating weakly




•
 


‹figurative›

 handing the mike to some woman who starts bleating out rap rhymes




•
 (as 
noun

 
bleating

 )
 
the silence was broken by the plaintive bleating of sheep.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — speak or complain in a weak, querulous, or foolish way




•
 
he bleated incoherently about the report.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the wavering cry made by a sheep, goat, or calf




•
 
the distant bleat of sheep in the field.










2.
 
a person's plaintive cry




•
 
his despairing bleat touched her heart.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a complaint




•
 
they're hoping that I'll bow to their idiotic arrangements without a bleat.

















– origin

 Old English 
blǣtan

 , of imitative origin.





bleb

 
/bleb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small blister on the skin.




2.
 
a small bubble in glass or in a fluid.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a rounded outgrowth on the surface of a cell.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of blob
 .





bleed

 
/blēd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lose blood from the body as a result of injury or illness




•
 
the cut was bleeding steadily




•
 
some casualties were left to 
bleed to death






•
 (as 
noun

 
bleeding

 )
 
the bleeding has stopped now.










2.
 
(of a dye or color) seep into an adjacent color or area




•
 
I worked loosely with the oils, allowing colors to bleed into one another.










3.
 


[Printing]

 (with reference to an illustration or design) print or be printed so that it runs off the page after trimming




•
 
the picture bleeds on three sides




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Faye showed us how to bleed the images for our brochure layout.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw blood from (someone), especially as a once-common method of treatment in medicine.




5.
 
remove blood from (an animal carcass)




•
 
the first steer rolled out on the floor to be bled, skinned, and dressed.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drain (someone) of money or resources




•
 
his policy of attempting to bleed unions of funds.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (fluid or gas) to escape from a closed system through a valve




•
 
open the valves and bleed air from the pump chamber.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat (a system) by allowing fluid or gas to escape through a valve




•
 
bleeding the radiator at the air vent.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of bleeding




•
 
a lot of blood was lost from the placental bleed.










2.
 


[Printing]

 an instance of printing an illustration, design, or text to the edge of the page




•
 
it allows printing of a tabloid page with full bleed.










3.
 
the escape of fluid or gas from a closed system through a valve




•
 
the amount of air bleed from the compressor.










4.
 
the action or process of a dye, ink, or color seeping into an adjacent color or area




•
 
color bleed is apparent on brighter hues.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bleed someone/something dry (or white)






drain someone or something of wealth or resources




•
 
the railroads claimed that personnel costs were bleeding them dry.















2.
 
my heart bleeds (for you)






used ironically to express the speaker's belief that the person spoken about does not deserve the sympathetic response sought




•
 
“I flew out here feeling tired and overworked.” “My heart bleeds for you!” she replied.





















– origin

 Old English 
blēdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to blood
 .





bleeder

 
/ˈblēdər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who bleeds easily, especially a hemophiliac.




2.
 
a blood vessel that bleeds freely during surgery.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 a ground ball that barely passes between two infielders.














bleeding

 
/ˈblēdiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express annoyance.













bleeding edge





I.
 
noun




the very forefront of technological development


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an architecture that many people believe is still too bleeding edge for large mission-critical systems.

















– origin

 1980s: on the pattern of 
leading edge

 , 
cutting edge

 .





bleeding heart

 
/ˌblēdiNG ˈhärt/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person considered to be dangerously softhearted, typically someone considered too liberal in political beliefs


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a tirade against bleeding-heart environmentalists.










2.
 
any of a number of plants that have heart-shaped flowers, typically pink or red, in particular

[● a popular herbaceous garden plant (genus 
Dicentra

 , family 
Fumariaceae

 , in particular 
D. spectabilus

 ). ● a tropical twining shrub with cream and red flowers, often cultivated under glass (
Clerodendrum thomsoniae

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 ).]













bleep

 
/blēp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short high-pitched sound made by an electronic device as a signal or to attract attention




•
 
the autopilot sent back an acknowledgment bleep.










2.
 
a short high-pitched electronic sound used in broadcasting as a substitute for a censored word or phrase.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an electronic device) make a short high-pitched sound or repeated sequence of sounds




•
 
the screen flickered for a few moments and bleeped.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — substitute a bleep or bleeps for (a censored word or phrase)




•
 
cable operators have 
bleeped out

 the accuser's name.










3.
 
used in place of an expletive




•
 
“what the bleep are we going to do?” he asked.

















– origin

 1950s: imitative.





bleeper

 
/ˈblēpər/






noun




British term for pager
 .













bleeping

 
/ˈblēpiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an electronic device) making a short high-pitched sound or sounds




•
 
a bleeping red display on the exercise machine.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 used to express exasperation or annoyance, in place of an expletive




•
 
we didn't do a bleeping thing, and we're still getting hung.

















– origin

 1950s: euphemistically for bleeding
 , by association with the “bleeps” used to dub expletives in broadcast texts.






blemish

 
/ˈblemiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small mark or flaw that spoils the appearance of something




•
 
the merest blemish on a Rolls Royce might render it unsalable.










2.
 
a moral defect or fault




•
 
the offenses were an uncharacteristic blemish on an otherwise clean record




•
 
local government is not without blemish.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
blemished

 )


1.
 
spoil the appearance of (something) that is otherwise aesthetically perfect




•
 
thousands of Web pages are blemished with embarrassing typos




•
 


‹figurative›

 his reign as world champion has been blemished by controversy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
ble(s)miss-

 , lengthened stem of 
ble(s)mir

 ‘make pale, injure’; probably of Germanic origin.





blench1


 
/blen(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a sudden flinching movement out of fear or pain




•
 
he blenched and struggled to regain his composure.

















– origin

 Old English 
blencan

 ‘deceive,’ of Germanic origin; later influenced by blink
 .





blench2


 
/blen(t)SH/






verb






‹chiefly dialect›

 variant spelling of blanch
 .














blend

 
/blend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mix (a substance) with another substance so that they combine together as a mass




•
 


blend

 the cornstarch 
with

 a tablespoon of water




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
add the grated cheese and blend well.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
blended

 )
 — mix (different types of the same substance, such as tea, coffee, liquor, etc.) together so as to make a product of the desired quality




•
 
a blended whiskey.










3.
 
put or combine (abstract things) together




•
 
blend basic information for the novice with some scientific gardening for the more experienced




•
 (as 
noun

 
blending

 )
 
a blending of romanticism with a more detached modernism.










4.
 
merge (a color) with another so that one is not clearly distinguishable from the other.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a harmonious combination




•
 
costumes, music, and lighting all 
blend together

 beautifully.










6.
 
(
blend in/into

 )
 — be unobtrusive or harmonious by being similar in appearance or behavior




•
 
she would have to employ a permanent bodyguard in the house, someone who would blend in.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture of different things or qualities




•
 
knitting yarns in mohair blends




•
 
Ontario offers a cultural blend you'll find nowhere else on earth.










2.
 
a mixture of different types or grades of a substance, such as tea, coffee, whiskey, etc.




3.
 
a word made up of the parts of others and combining their meanings, for example 
motel

 from 
motor

 and 
hotel

 .











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Old Norse 
blanda

 ‘to mix.’






blende

 
/blend/





I.
 
noun




another term for sphalerite
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from German, from 
blenden

 ‘deceive’ (so named because it often resembles galena, but is deceptive in that it yields no lead).





blended family






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a family consisting of a couple and their children from this and all previous relationships.













blender

 
/ˈblendər/






noun




a person or thing that mixes things together, in particular an electric mixing machine used in food preparation for liquefying, chopping, or pureeing.













Blenheim1


 
/ˈblenəm/






a battle in 1704 in Bavaria, near the village of Blindheim, in which the English, under the Duke of Marlborough, defeated the French and the Bavarians.

See Marlborough, 1st Duke of
 .









Blenheim2


 
/ˈblenəm/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a small red and white breed of spaniel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of 
Blenheim

 palace, the Duke of Marlborough's seat in central England, given to the Duke in honor of his victory at Blenheim.





blenny

 
/ˈblenē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, spiny-finned marine fish with scaleless skin and a blunt head, typically living in shallow inshore or intertidal waters.

[Family 
Blennidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Blennius

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of other small fishes that resemble or are related to the true blennies, including the 
hairy blenny

 (
Labrisomus nuchipinnis

 , family 
Clinidae

 ), found especially along the Atlantic coast from the Bahamas to Brazil.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
blennius

 , from Greek 
blennos

 ‘mucus’ (because of its mucous coating).





blent

 
/blent /

 

‹literary›







past and past participle of blend
 .









bleomycin

 
/ˌblēōˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic used to treat Hodgkin's disease and other cancers.

[The drug is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces verticillus

 .]











– origin

 1960s: an arbitrary alteration of earlier 
phleomycin

 , the name of a related antibiotic.





blepharitis

 
/ˌblefəˈrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the eyelid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
blepharon

 ‘eyelid’ + -itis
 .





blepharoplasty

 
/ˈblefərōplastē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 surgical repair or reconstruction of an eyelid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
blepharon

 ‘eyelid’ + -plasty
 .





blepharospasm

 
/ˈblefərəˌspazəm/





I.
 
noun




involuntary tight closure of the eyelids.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
blepharon

 ‘eyelid’ + spasm
 .





Blériot, Louis

 
/ˈblārēˌō, ble(ə)rˈyō/






(1872–1936), French aviation pioneer. On July 25, 1909, he became the first person to cross the English Channel (Calais to Dover) in a monoplane.









blesbok

 
/ˈblesbäk/





I.
 
noun




an antelope with a mainly reddish-brown coat and white face, found in southwestern South Africa. It belongs to the same species as the bontebok.

[
Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Dutch 
bles

 ‘blaze’ (because of the white mark on its forehead) + 
bok

 ‘buck.’





bless

 
/bles/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a priest) pronounce words in a religious rite, to confer or invoke divine favor upon; ask God to look favorably on




•
 
he blessed the dying man and anointed him.










2.
 
consecrate (something) by a religious rite, action, or spoken formula.




3.
 
(especially in Christian Church services) call (God) holy; praise (God).




4.
 
(
bless someone with

 )
 — (of God or some notional higher power) endow (someone) with a particular cherished thing or attribute




•
 
God has blessed us with free will.










5.
 
express or feel gratitude to; thank




•
 
she silently blessed the premonition which had made her pack her best dress.










6.
 
(
bless oneself

 )
 — make the Christian gesture of the sign of the cross




•
 
the poor parson, blessing himself, brought up the rear.










7.
 
used in expressions of surprise, endearment, gratitude, etc.




•
 
bless my soul, Alan, what are you doing?




•
 
Lenore, 
bless her heart

 , had done just that.














II.
 
phrases





bless you!






said to a person who has just sneezed.

[from the phrase 
(may) God bless you

 .]















– origin

 Old English 
blēdsian

 , 
blētsian

 , based on 
blōd

 ‘blood’ (i.e., originally perhaps ‘mark or consecrate with blood’). The meaning was influenced by its being used to translate Latin 
benedicere

 ‘to praise, worship,’ and later by association with bliss
 .






blessed

 
/blest ˈblesid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made holy; consecrated.




2.
 
a title preceding the name of a dead person considered to have led a holy life, especially a person formally beatified by the Roman Catholic Church




•
 
the Convent of the Blessed Agnes.










3.
 
used respectfully in reference to a dead person




•
 
a gracious lady 
of blessed memory

 .










4.
 
endowed with divine favor and protection




•
 
blessed are the meek.










5.
 
bringing pleasure or relief as a welcome contrast to what one has previously experienced




•
 
he half stumbled out of the room up to his bed and blessed, blessed sleep.










6.
 

/blest /
 (
blessed with

 )
 — endowed with (a particular quality or attribute)




•
 
a beautiful city, steeped in history and blessed with huge sandy beaches.










7.
 


‹informal›

 used in mild expressions of annoyance or exasperation




•
 
there wasn't a blessed thing anybody could have done.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
the Blessed

 /ˈblesid/)


1.
 
those who live with God in heaven.








III.
 
derivatives





blessedly






adverb





















blessedness

 
/ˈblesədnəs/






noun




the state of being blessed with divine favor.













Blessed Virgin Mary

 
/ˌblesəd ˌvərjən ˈmerē /

 
Blessed Virgin
 , BVM






a title given to Mary, the mother of Jesus.

See Mary
 1
 .









blessing

 
/ˈblesiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
God's favor and protection




•
 
may God continue to give us his blessing.










2.
 
a prayer asking for God's favor and protection




•
 
a priest gave a blessing as the ship was launched.










3.
 
grace said before or after a meal.




4.
 
a beneficial thing for which one is grateful; something that brings well-being




•
 
great intelligence can be a curse as well as a blessing




•
 
it's a blessing we're alive.










5.
 
a person's sanction or support




•
 
he gave the plan his blessing even before it was announced.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a blessing in disguise






an apparent misfortune that eventually has good results.









2.
 
count one's blessings






see count
 1
 .

















blest

 
/blest/






adjective




archaic or literary term for blessed
 .













bleu cheese

 
/ˌblo͞o ˈCHēz/






noun




variant spelling of blue cheese
 .













blew

 
/blo͞o/






past of blow
 1
 and blow
 3
 .









blewit

 
/ˈblo͝oət /

 
blewits





I.
 
noun




an edible wild mushroom of Europe and North America, with a pale buff or lilac cap and a lilac stem.

[Genus 
Lepista

 , family 
Tricholomataceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 : several species, including 
common blewit

 (
L. saeva

 ) and 
wood blewit

 (
L. nuda

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from blue
 .





Bligh, William

 
/blī/






(1754–1817), British naval officer; captain of HMS 
Bounty

 . In 1789, part of his crew, led by the first mate Fletcher Christian, mutinied and set Bligh adrift in an open boat. Bligh landed safely at Timor, nearly 4,000 miles (6,400 km) away, a few weeks later.










blight

 
/blīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant disease, especially one caused by fungi such as mildews, rusts, and smuts




•
 
the vines suffered blight and disease




•
 
potato blight.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that spoils or damages something




•
 
her remorse could be 
a blight on

 that happiness.










3.
 
an ugly, neglected, or rundown condition of an urban area




•
 
the depressing urban blight that lies to the south of the city.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
infect (plants or a planted area) with blight




•
 
a peach tree blighted by leaf curl.










2.
 
spoil, harm, or destroy




•
 
the scandal blighted the careers of several leading politicians




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blighted

 )
 
his father's blighted ambitions.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
blighted

 )
 — subject (an urban area) to neglect




•
 
plans to establish enterprise zones in blighted areas.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting inflammation of the skin): of unknown origin.





blighter

 
/ˈblīdər/





I.
 
noun

 — [with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is regarded with contempt, irritation, or pity




•
 
you little blighter!

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from blight
 + -er
 1
 .





Blighty

 
/ˈblīdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 an informal and typically affectionate term for Britain or England, chiefly as used by soldiers of World War I and World War II.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹military slang›

 a wound suffered by a soldier in World War I that was sufficiently serious to merit being shipped home to Britain




•
 
he had copped a Blighty and was on his way home.

















– origin

 first used by soldiers in the Indian army; Anglo-Indian alteration of Urdu 
bilāyatī

 , 
wilāyatī

 ‘foreign, European,’ from Arabic 
wilāyat

 , 
wilāya

 ‘dominion, district.’






blimey

 
/ˈblīmē/





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express one's surprise, excitement, or alarm.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: altered form of (
God

 ) 
blind

 (or 
blame

 ) 
me!







blimming

 
/ˈblimiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express annoyance or for emphasis




•
 
the blimming website is down tonight




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
it's blimming hot.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of blooming
 .





blimp

 
/blimp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a small nonrigid airship.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an obese person




•
 
I could work out four hours a day and still end up a blimp.










3.
 
(also 
Colonel Blimp

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a pompous, reactionary type of person




•
 
no Colonel Blimp could have been more nationalistic.










4.
 
a soundproof cover for a movie camera.








II.
 
derivatives





blimpish

 
/ˈblimpiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 World War I (
sense

 1): of uncertain origin. 
Sense

 2 derives from the character invented by cartoonist David Low (1891–1963), used in anti-German or antigovernment drawings before and during World War II.





blin

 
/blin/






singular form of blini
 .










blind

 
/blīnd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to see; sightless




•
 
she suffered from glaucoma, which has left her completely blind




•
 
he was blind in one eye.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an action, especially a test or experiment) done without being able to see or without being in possession of certain information




•
 
a blind tasting of eight wines.










3.
 


[Aeronautics]

 (of flying) using instruments only




•
 
blind landings during foggy conditions.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — lacking perception, awareness, or discernment




•
 
he's absolutely blind where you're concerned, isn't he?




•
 
she was 
blind to

 the realities of her position.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an action or state of mind) not controlled by reason or judgment




•
 
they left in blind panic.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — not governed by purpose




•
 
moving purposelessly in a world of blind chance.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — concealed or closed, in particular




8.
 
(of a corner or bend in a road) impossible to see around




•
 
two trucks collided on a blind curve in the road.










9.
 
(of a door or window) walled up.




10.
 
closed at one end




•
 
a blind pipe.










11.
 
(of a plant) without buds, eyes, or terminal flowers




•
 
planting too shallowly is the most common cause of bulbs coming up blind.










12.
 
[
attrib.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (used in emphatic expressions) not the slightest




•
 
you don't know a blind thing!










13.
 


‹informal›

 drunk.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to be unable to see, permanently or temporarily




•
 
the injury temporarily blinded him




•
 
eyes blinded with tears.










2.
 
(
be blinded

 )
 — deprive (someone) of understanding, judgment, or perception




•
 
a clever tactician blinded by passion




•
 
somehow Clare and I were 
blinded to

 the truth.










3.
 
(
blind someone with

 )
 — confuse or overawe someone with something difficult to understand




•
 
they try to 
blind

 you 
with science

 .














III.
 
noun



1.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the blind

 )
 — people who are unable to see




•
 
guide dogs for the blind.










2.
 
an obstruction to sight or light, in particular




3.
 
a screen for a window, especially one on a roller or made of slats




•
 
she pulled down the blinds.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 an awning over a shop window.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — something designed to conceal one's real intentions




•
 
he phoned again from his own home: that was just a blind for his wife.










6.
 
a hiding place




•
 
you can sometimes use your car as a blind.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a camouflaged shelter used by hunters to get close to wildlife




•
 
a duck blind.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a heavy drinking bout




•
 
he's off on a blind again.










9.
 


(Brit.)

 a legitimate business concealing a criminal enterprise.








IV.
 
adverb



1.
 
without being able to see clearly




•
 
he was the first pilot in history to fly blind.










2.
 
without having all the relevant information; unprepared




•
 
he was going into the interview blind.










3.
 
(of a stake in poker and other games) put up by a player before the cards dealt are seen.








V.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) blind as a bat








‹informal›

 having very bad eyesight.









2.
 
blind drunk








‹informal›

 extremely drunk.









3.
 
effing and blinding








(Brit.)

 see eff
 .









4.
 
rob (or steal) someone blind








‹informal›

 rob or cheat someone in a comprehensive or merciless way.









5.
 
turn a blind eye






pretend not to notice.

[said to be in allusion to Nelson, who lifted a telescope to his blind eye at the Battle of Copenhagen (1801), in order to avoid seeing the signal to ‘discontinue the action.’]















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
blind

 .





blind alley

 
/ˈblīnd ˈˌalē/






noun



1.
 
an alley or road that is closed at one end.




2.
 
a course of action leading nowhere




•
 
many technologies that show early promise lead up blind alleys.



















blind date

 
/ˈblīn(d) ˈˌdāt/






noun



1.
 
a social engagement or date with a person one has not previously met




•
 
a blind date arranged by well-meaning friends.










2.
 
either person of the couple on a blind date




•
 
where do you take a blind date, anyway?




















blinders

 
/ˈblīndərz/






plural noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a pair of small leather screens attached to a horse's bridle to prevent it seeing sideways and behind.

Also called blinkers
 (see blinker
 ).




2.
 
something that prevents someone from gaining a full understanding of a situation




•
 
they will wear their cultural blinders to the grave.




















blindfish

 
/ˈblīndfiSH/






noun




another term for cavefish
 .













blindfold

 
/ˈblīn(d)fōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone) of sight by tying a piece of cloth around the head so as to cover the eyes.








II.
 
noun




a piece of cloth tied around the head to cover someone's eyes.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 wearing a blindfold.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (of a game of chess) conducted without sight of board and pieces.








IV.
 
adverb



1.
 
with a blindfold covering the eyes




•
 
the reporter was driven blindfold to meet the gangster.










2.
 
done with great ease and confidence, as if it could have been done wearing a blindfold




•
 
missing putts that he would normally hole blindfold.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration, by association with fold
 1
 , of 
blindfeld

 , past participle of obsolete 
blindfell

 ‘strike blind, blindfold,’ from Old English 
geblindfellan

 (see blind
 , fell
 2
 ).





blind gut






noun




the cecum.













blinding

 
/ˈblīndiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the process of covering a newly made road with grit to fill cracks.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the grit used to fill cracks in a new road.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of light) very bright and likely to dazzle or temporarily blind someone




•
 
a massive explosion with a blinding flash of light.










2.
 
(of a thing) temporarily obstructing a person's vision




•
 
he saw the school bus approaching through almost blinding rain.










3.
 
(of pain or an emotion) so intense as to block out everything else




•
 
I've got a blinding headache.










4.
 
(of a process or action) remarkably fast or skillful; dazzling




•
 
a blinding fastball.



















blindingly

 
/ˈblīndiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a very bright and dazzling way that is likely to cause temporary loss of vision




•
 
blindingly white beams of light




•
 
it started out blindingly sunny on Sunday morning.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — very intensely; extremely




•
 
the reason is 
blindingly obvious

 .



















blindly

 
/ˈblīn(d)lē/






adverb



1.
 
as if blind; without seeing or noticing




•
 
I continued to stare blindly into my coffee.










2.
 
without reasoning or questioning




•
 
solutions must be assessed, not blindly accepted.



















blindman's bluff

 
/ˌblīndˌmanz ˈbləf /

 
blindman's buff





I.
 
noun




a children's game in which a blindfolded player tries to catch others.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
bluff

 , alteration of 
buff

 ‘a blow,’ from Old French 
bufe

 (see buffet
 2
 ).





blindness

 
/ˈblīndnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being unable to see because of injury, disease, or a congenital condition




•
 
a leading cause of blindness in the elderly




•
 
the field of vision gradually narrows and blindness can result.










2.
 
lack of perception, awareness, or judgment; ignorance




•
 
this policy is based on willful blindness to economic reality.



















blind pool






noun




a company that sells stock without specifying how invested money will be spent.













blind side





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a direction in which a person has a poor view, typically of approaching danger




•
 
a minivan nearly clipped him on his blind side.










2.
 
the side opposite the one toward which a person is looking




•
 
they came at me from my blind side




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the crushing blind-side sack of the quarterback.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 hit or attack (someone) on the blind side




•
 
Jenkins blindsided Adams, knocking him to the sidewalk.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 catch (someone) unprepared; attack from an unexpected position




•
 
protection against being technologically blindsided.



















blindsight

 
/ˈblīndsīt/






noun






[Medicine]

 the ability to respond to visual stimuli without consciously perceiving them. This condition can occur after certain types of brain damage.














blind snake






noun




a small burrowing insectivorous snake that lacks a distinct head and has very small inefficient eyes.

Also called worm snake
 . [Infraorder 
Scolecophidia

 : three families, in particular 
Typhlopidae

 , and several genera.]













blind spot

 
/ˈblīn(d) ˈˌspät/






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the point of entry of the optic nerve on the retina, insensitive to light.




2.
 
an area where a person's view is obstructed




•
 
the angle rearview mirror eliminates blind spots on both sides of the car.










3.
 
an area in which a person lacks understanding or impartiality




•
 
Ed had a blind spot where these ethical issues were concerned.










4.
 


[Telecommunications]

 a point within the normal range of a transmitter where there is unusually weak reception.













blind stamping

 
blind tooling






noun




the impressing of text or a design on a book cover without the use of color or gold leaf.













blind stitch





I.
 
noun




a sewing stitch producing stitches visible on one side only.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew (something) using a blind stitch.













blind tiger

 
blind pig





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an illegal bar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably so named because in order to evade prohibition laws, the bars were disguised as exhibition halls for natural curiosities.





blind trust






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a financial arrangement in which a person in public office gives the administration of private business interests to an independent trust in order to prevent conflict of interest. Under the trust, the owner does not know how the assets are managed.














blindworm

 
/ˈblīn(d)wərm/






noun




another term for slow-worm
 .













bling

 
/bliNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




expensive, ostentatious clothing and jewelry, or the wearing of them




•
 
behind the bling: are diamonds worth it?














II.
 
adjective




denoting expensive, ostentatious clothing and jewelry, or the style or materialistic attitudes associated with them




•
 
the bling lifestyle of diamond rings, flashy cars, and champagne.














III.
 
derivatives





blingy






adjective



















– origin

 1990s: perhaps imitative of light reflecting off jewelry, or of jewelry clashing together.






blini

 
/ˈblinē, ˈblē- /

 
bliny
 , blinis





I.
 
plural noun




pancakes made from buckwheat flour and served with sour cream.











– origin

 Russian (plural); compare with blintz
 .






blink

 
/bliNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shut and open the eyes quickly




•
 
she blinked, momentarily blinded




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he blinked his eyes nervously.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
blink back

 )
 — try to control or prevent (tears) by shutting and opening the eyes quickly




•
 
Elizabeth blinked back tears.










3.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
blink at

 )
 — react to (something) with surprise or disapproval




•
 
he doesn't blink at the unsavory aspects of his subject.










4.
 
back down from a confrontation




•
 
the government blinked in the face of a coordinated public sector strike.










5.
 
(of a light or light source) shine intermittently or unsteadily




•
 
the icon for his email was blinking.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of shutting and opening the eyes quickly




•
 
he was observing her every blink.










2.
 
a moment's hesitation




•
 
Thompson would have given her all this 
without a blink

 .










3.
 
a momentary gleam of light.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not blink an eye






show no reaction.









2.
 
in the blink of an eye (or in a blink)








‹informal›

 very quickly.









3.
 
on the blink








‹informal›

 (of a machine) not working properly; out of order




•
 
the computer's on the blink.





















– origin

 Middle English: from 
blenk

 , Scots variant of blench
 1
 , reinforced by Middle Dutch 
blinken

 ‘to shine.’ Early senses included ‘deceive,’ ‘flinch’ (compare with blench
 1
 ), also ‘open the eyes after sleep’: hence sense 1 (mid 16th cent).






blinker

 
/ˈbliNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that blinks, especially a vehicle's turn signal.




2.
 
(
blinkers

 )
 — another term for blinders
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put blinders on (a horse).




2.
 
cause (someone) to have a narrow or limited outlook on a situation




•
 
college education blinkers researchers so that they see poverty in terms of their own specialization.



















blinkered

 
/ˈbliNGkərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a horse) wearing blinders.




2.
 
having or showing a limited outlook




•
 
a small-minded, blinkered approach.



















blinking

 
/ˈbliNGkiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express annoyance




•
 
computers can be a blinking nuisance to operators.




















blintz

 
/blints /

 
blintze





I.
 
noun




a thin rolled pancake filled with cheese or fruit and then fried or baked.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
blintse

 , from Russian 
blinets

 ‘little pancakes’; compare with blini
 .





blip

 
/blip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short high-pitched sound made by an electronic device.




2.
 
a flashing point of light on a radar screen representing an object, typically accompanied by a high-pitched sound.




3.
 
an unexpected, minor, and typically temporary deviation from a general trend




•
 
an upward blip in house prices.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an electronic device) make a short high-pitched sound or succession of sounds.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — open (the throttle of a motor vehicle) momentarily.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (denoting a sudden rap or tap): imitative; the noun sense ‘unexpected deviation’ dates from the 1970s.






bliss

 
/blis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
perfect happiness; great joy




•
 
she gave a sigh of bliss.










2.
 
a state of spiritual blessedness, typically that reached after death.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
bliss out

 or 
be blissed out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 reach a state of perfect happiness, typically so as to be oblivious of everything else


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
blissed-out hippies.

















– origin

 Old English 
blīths

 , 
bliss

 , of Germanic origin; related to blithe
 .





Bliss, Sir Arthur

 
/blis/






(1891–1975), English composer; full name 
Sir Arthur Edward Drummond Bliss

 .









blissful

 
/ˈblisfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely happy; full of joy




•
 
a blissful couple holding a baby.










2.
 
providing perfect happiness or great joy




•
 
the blissful caress of cool cotton sheets.














II.
 
phrases





blissful ignorance






fortunate unawareness of something unpleasant.












III.
 
derivatives





blissfulness






noun





















blissfully

 
/ˈblisfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner characterized by extreme happiness or joy




•
 
they are blissfully in love




•
 
tucked up in bed, blissfully asleep.










2.
 
in a way that provides perfect happiness or great joy




•
 
the inn was blissfully peaceful.










3.
 
in a way that shows a lack of knowledge or understanding of something bad




•
 
I was blissfully unaware of the financial consequences




•
 
there's something to be said for being blissfully ignorant.



















blister

 
/ˈblistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bubble on the skin filled with serum and caused by friction, burning, or other damage.




2.
 
a small bubble or swelling, filled with air or fluid, on the surface of a plant, heated metal, painted wood, or other object.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a preparation applied to the skin to cause a blister.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an annoying person




•
 
the child is a disgusting little blister.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form swellings filled with air or fluid on the surface of something




•
 
the surface of the door began to blister




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blistered

 )
 
he had blistered feet.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause blisters to form on the surface of




•
 
a caustic liquid that blisters the skin.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
blestre

 ‘swelling, pimple.’





blister agent






noun




a chemical weapon that burns and blisters the skin or other tissues.













blister beetle






noun




a beetle that, when alarmed or crushed, gives off a substance that causes blisters. The larvae are typically parasites of other insects.

[
Lytta

 and other genera, family 
Meloidae

 : several species. See also Spanish fly
 .]













blister copper






noun




partly purified copper with a blistered surface formed during smelting.













blistering

 
/ˈblist(ə)riNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of heat) intense




•
 
the blistering heat of the desert.










2.
 
(of criticism) expressed with great vehemence




•
 
blistering diatribes.










3.
 
extremely fast, forceful, or impressive




•
 
Burke set a blistering pace.



















blister pack

 
/ˈblistər pak/






noun




a type of packaging in which a product is sealed in plastic, often with a cardboard backing.













blister rust






noun




any of several destructive diseases of pine trees caused by fungi of the genus 
Conartium

 , resulting in orange blisters on the bark and tips of branches.














blithe

 
/blīT͟H blīTH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing a casual and cheerful indifference considered to be callous or improper




•
 
a blithe disregard for the rules of the road.










2.
 
happy or joyous




•
 
a blithe seaside comedy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blitheness






noun













2.
 
blithesome

 
/ˈblīT͟Hsəm /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
blīthe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
blijde

 , also to bliss
 .





blithely

 
/ˈblīT͟Hlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows a casual and cheerful indifference considered to be callous or improper




•
 
her arrest order was blithely ignored by the police chief.










2.
 


‹literary›

 in a happy or carefree manner




•
 
the prince was wandering blithely out into the courtyard.



















blithering

 
/ˈbliT͟HəriNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 senselessly talkative, babbling; used chiefly as an intensive to express annoyance or contempt




•
 
a blithering idiot.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from blither + -ing
 2
 .





BLitt

 
/bēːˈlit /

 
BLit





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Letters.




2.
 
Bachelor of Literature.











– origin

 from Latin 
Baccalaureus Litterarum

 .





blitz

 
/blits/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an intensive or sudden military attack.




2.
 
(
the Blitz

 )
 — the German air raids on Britain in 1940–41.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a sudden, energetic, and concerted effort, typically on a specific task




•
 
a major press blitz.










4.
 


[Football]

 a charge of the passer by the defensive linebackers just after the ball is snapped.




5.
 
a form of chess in which moves must be made at very short intervals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or damage (a place or building) in a blitz




•
 
news came that Rotterdam had been blitzed




•
 


‹figurative›

 organizations blitzed Capitol Hill with mailgrams and postcards.










2.
 


[Football]

 attack (the passer) in a blitz.








III.
 
phrases





Blitz spirit

 
the spirit of the Blitz








(Brit.)

 stoicism and determination in a difficult or dangerous situation, especially as displayed by a group of people




•
 
he urged the British public to show their Blitz spirit in the face of the recession.


















IV.
 
derivatives





blitzer






noun



















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of blitzkrieg
 .





blitzed

 
/blitst/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intoxicated by drink or drugs.




•
 
we're all hanging out 
getting blitzed

 as usual.




















blitzkrieg

 
/ˈblitsˌkrēɡ/





I.
 
noun




an intense military campaign intended to bring about a swift victory.











– origin

 World War II: from German, literally ‘lightning war.’






Blixen, Karen

 
/ˈbliksən/






Baroness Blixen-Finecke (1885–1962), Danish novelist and short-story writer; born 
Karen Dinesen

 ; also known by the pseudonym of 
Isak Dinesen

 . She is best known for 
Seven Gothic Tales

 (1934) and her autobiography 
Out of Africa

 (1937), which was made into a movie in 1985.









blizzard

 
/ˈblizərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a severe snowstorm with high winds and low visibility.




2.
 
an overabundance; a deluge




•
 
a 
blizzard of

 legal forms.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US, denoting a violent blow): of unknown origin.





bln






abbreviation




short for billion
 :




•
 
pretax profits came in at just over US $2 bln




•
 
the government will pump more than 450 bln liters of water into the ailing river.



















bloat1


 
/blōt/





I.
 
verb




make or become swollen with fluid or gas


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the fungus has bloated their abdomens




•
 (as 
noun

 
bloating

 )
 
she suffered from abdominal bloating.














II.
 
noun




a disease of livestock characterized by an accumulation of gas in the stomach.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cause to swell’): from obsolete 
bloat

 ‘swollen, soft,’ perhaps from Old Norse 
blautr

 ‘soft, flabby.’ The noun sense dates from the late 19th cent.





bloat2


 
/blōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cure (a herring) by salting and smoking it lightly.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: related to the adjective 
bloat

 used in the compound 
bloat herring

 ‘bloater’ from the late 16th to mid 17th cent.; of obscure origin.





bloated

 
/ˈblōdəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of part of the body) swollen with fluid or gas




•
 
he had a bloated, unshaven face.










2.
 
excessive in size or amount




•
 
the company trimmed its bloated labor force.










3.
 
(of a person) excessively wealthy and pampered




•
 
the bloated captains of industry.



















bloater1


 
/ˈblōdər/






noun




a herring cured by salting and light smoking.













bloater2


 
/ˈblōdər/






noun




another term for cisco
 .













bloatware

 
/ˈblōtˌwer/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 software whose usefulness is reduced because of the excessive disk space and memory it requires




•
 
a nasty piece of cross-platform bloatware that's in serious need of a total overhaul.










2.
 


[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 unwanted software included on a new computer or mobile device by the manufacturer




•
 
users must initially contend with the usual bevy of bloatware (unnecessary toolbars, games of questionable value).




















blob

 
/bläb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drop of a thick liquid or other viscous substance




•
 


blobs of

 paint.










2.
 
a spot of color




•
 
a badly printed blob on shopping bags.










3.
 
an indeterminate mass or shape




•
 
a leathery blob commonly known as a sea squirt.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put small drops of thick liquid or spots of color on




•
 
her nose was blobbed with paint.














III.
 
derivatives





blobby

 
/ˈbläbē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a bubble): perhaps symbolic of a drop of liquid; compare with blotch
 , blubber
 1
 , and plop
 .





BLOB

 
/bläb/






noun






[Computing]

 binary large objects.













blobfish






noun




a bottom-dwelling deep-sea fish with a large head




•
 
the blobfish is at risk of extinction from fishing trawlers that drag the ocean floors.







[Family 
Psychrolutidae

 (the 
fathead sculpins

 ): several species, in particular 
Psychrolutes marcidus

 of Australian and New Zealand waters, having gelatinous flesh and (once brought to the surface) a distinctive sagging face.]













bloc

 
/bläk/





I.
 
noun




a combination of countries, parties, or groups sharing a common purpose




•
 
a center-left voting bloc.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘block.’





Bloch, Ernest

 
/bläk/






(1880–1959), US composer; born in Switzerland. His work reflects the influence of the late 19th-century romanticism of Franz Liszt and Richard Strauss and of Jewish musical forms. Notable works: 
Israel Symphony

 (1912–16) and 
Solomon

 (1916).










block

 
/bläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large solid piece of hard material, especially rock, stone, or wood, typically with flat surfaces on each side




•
 
a block of marble.










2.
 
a sturdy, flat-topped block used as a work surface, typically for chopping food.




3.
 
(usu. 
blocks

 )
 — any of a set of solid cubes used as a child's toy.




4.
 
(usu. 
blocks

 )
 — a starting block




•
 
the thrust a sprinter gets when coming 
out of the blocks

 .










5.
 


[Printing]

 a piece of wood or metal engraved for printing on paper or fabric.




6.
 
(also 
cylinder block

 or 
engine block

 )
 — the main body of an internal combustion engine, containing the pistons.




7.
 
a head-shaped mold used for shaping hats or wigs.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the area bounded by four streets in a town or suburb




•
 
she went for a run around the block




•
 
ours was the ugliest house 
on the block

 .










9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the length of one side of a town block, typically as a measure of distance




•
 
he lives a few blocks away from the museum.










10.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a building, especially part of a complex, used for a particular purpose




•
 
a cell block.










11.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a large single building subdivided into separate rooms, apartments, or offices




•
 
an apartment block.










12.
 
a large quantity or allocation of things regarded as a unit




•
 
a block of shares




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
block grants.










13.
 


[Computing]

 a large piece of text processed as a unit.




14.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a set of sheets of paper glued along one edge, used for drawing or writing on




•
 
a sketching block.










15.
 
an unseparated unit of at least four postage stamps in at least two rows, generally a group of four.




16.
 
an obstacle to the normal progress or functioning of something




•
 
substantial demands for time off may constitute 
a block to

 career advancement




•
 
an emotional block.










17.
 


[Sports]

 a hindering or stopping of an opponent's movement or action.




18.
 


[Tennis]

 a shot in which the racket is held stationary rather than being swung back, especially a stop volley.




19.
 
short for mental block
 .




20.
 
short for nerve block
 .




21.
 
a chock for stopping the motion of a wheel.




22.
 
a flat area of something, typically a solid area of color




•
 
cover the eyelid with a neutral block of color.










23.
 
a pulley or system of pulleys mounted in a case.




24.
 


‹informal›

 a person's head




•
 
“I'll knock your block off,” he said.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the movement or flow in (a passage, pipe, road, etc.) difficult or impossible




•
 


block up

 the holes with sticky tape




•
 
a police cordon 
blocked off

 roads




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blocked

 )
 
a blocked nose.










2.
 
put an obstacle in the way of (something proposed or attempted)




•
 
he stood up, blocking her escape




•
 
the administration tried to block an agreement on farm subsidies.










3.
 
restrict the use or conversion of (currency or any other asset).




4.
 


[Sports]

 hinder or stop the movement or action of (an opponent, a ball, etc.).




5.
 


[Medicine]

 produce insensibility in (a part of the body) by injecting an anesthetic close to the nerves that supply it.




6.
 


[Bridge]

 play in such a way that an opponent cannot establish (a long suit).




7.
 
impress text or a design on (a book cover).




8.
 


[Theater]

 design or plan the movements of actors on a stage or movie set.




9.
 
shape or reshape (a hat) using a wooden mold.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have been around the block (a few times)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) have a lot of experience.









2.
 
the new kid on the block








‹informal›

 a newcomer to a particular place or sphere of activity, typically someone who has yet to prove themselves.









3.
 
on the (auction) block






for sale at auction




•
 
the original first manuscript for Ravel's Bolero goes on the block today




•
 


‹figurative›

 the company put its subsidiary on the block because it did not fit its core business interests.















4.
 
put (or lay) one's head (or neck) on the block








‹informal›

 put one's standing or reputation at risk by proceeding with a particular course of action.

[with reference to the executioner's block.]












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
block something in





a.
 
mark something out roughly.




b.
 
add something in a unit




•
 
it's a good idea to block in regular periods of exercise.










c.
 
paint something with solid areas of color.




d.
 
park one's car in such a way as to prevent another car from moving away




•
 
he blocked in Vera's minivan.















2.
 
block something out





a.
 
stop something, typically light or noise, from reaching somewhere




•
 
you're blocking out my sun.










b.
 
exclude something unpleasant from one's thoughts or memory.




c.
 
mark or sketch something out roughly.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a log or tree stump): from Old French 
bloc

 (noun), 
bloquer

 (verb), from Middle Dutch 
blok

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






blockade

 
/bläˈkād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or means of sealing off a place to prevent goods or people from entering or leaving




•
 
there was a blockade of humanitarian aid




•
 
the police pulled down blockades on the highway.










2.
 
an obstruction of a physiological or mental function, especially of a biochemical receptor.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal off (a place) to prevent goods or people from entering or leaving.








III.
 
phrases





run a blockade






(of a ship) manage to enter or leave a blockaded port.












IV.
 
derivatives





blockader

 
/bläˈkādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from block
 + -ade
 1
 , probably influenced by 
ambuscade

 .





blockade runner






noun



1.
 
a vessel that runs or attempts to run into or out of a blockaded port.




2.
 
the owner, master, or one of the crew of a blockade runner.













blockage

 
/ˈbläkij/






noun




an obstruction that makes movement or flow difficult or impossible




•
 
a blockage in the pipes




•
 
the pumps are prone to blockage.



















block and tackle






noun




a mechanism consisting of ropes and one or more pulley-blocks, used for lifting or pulling heavy objects.













block-book






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
book (a large quantity of tickets, seats, hotel rooms, etc.) at the same time




•
 
all 18 rooms have been block-booked by the bride and groom.



















blockbuster

 
/ˈbläkˌbəstər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a thing of great power or size, in particular a movie, book, or other product that is a great commercial success


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a blockbuster pay-per-view special event.

















– origin

 1940s (denoting a huge aerial bomb capable of destroying a whole block of streets): from block
 + buster
 .





blockbusting

 
/ˈbläkˌbəstiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
very successful commercially




•
 
his blockbusting novel.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the practice of persuading owners to sell property cheaply because of the fear of people of another race or class moving into the neighborhood, and thus profiting by reselling at a higher price.













block capitals






plural noun




another term for block letters
 .













blockchain

 
/ˈbläkˌCHān/





I.
 
noun




a digital ledger in which transactions made in bitcoin or another cryptocurrency are recorded chronologically and publicly




•
 
we can actually have a look at the blockchain and see evidence of what's going on.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from block
 + chain
 .





block diagram

 
/bläk ˈdīəˌɡram/






noun




a diagram showing in schematic form the general arrangement of parts or components of a complex system or process, such as an industrial apparatus or an electronic circuit.













blocker

 
/ˈbläkər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that blocks, in particular




2.
 


[Football]

 a player whose task it is to block for the ballcarrier or kicker.




3.
 
a substance that prevents or inhibits a given physiological function.













block grant

 
/ˈblôk ˌɡrant/






noun




a grant from a central government that a local authority can allocate to a wide range of services.













blockhead

 
/ˈbläkˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives





blockheaded






adjective





















block heater






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device for heating the engine block of a vehicle.













blockhouse

 
/ˈbläkˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a reinforced concrete shelter used as an observation point.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a one-storied timber building with loopholes, used as a fort.




3.
 


(US)

 a house made of squared logs.













blocking

 
/ˈbläkiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of obstructing movement, progress, or activity, in particular




2.
 
obstructing or impeding the actions of an opponent in a game, especially (in ball sports) one who does not have control of the ball.




3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 the sudden halting of the flow of thought or speech, as a symptom of schizophrenia or other mental disorder.




4.
 
failure to recall or consider an unpleasant memory or train of thought.




5.
 
the grouping or treatment of things (e.g., items of data or shades of color) in blocks.




6.
 
the physical arrangement of actors on a stage or movie set.













blockish

 
/ˈbläkiSH/






adjective



1.
 
big, bulky, or crude in form or appearance




•
 
his blockish architecture is ugly if functional.










2.
 
unintelligent and stupid.













Block Island

 
BI






a resort island in southern Rhode Island, in the Atlantic Ocean at the eastern end of Long Island Sound.










block letters






plural noun




plain capital letters.













block mountain






noun






[Geology]

 a mountain consisting of a block or blocks bounded by normal faults in the earth's crust.

See normal
 .













block party






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a party for all the residents of a block or neighborhood, typically held on a closed-off city street.













block plane






noun




a carpenter's plane with a blade set at an acute angle, used especially for planing across the end grain of wood.













block system






noun




a system of railroad signaling that divides the track into sections and allows no train to enter a section that is not completely clear.













block vote

 
/bläk vōt/






noun




a vote proportional in power to the number of people a delegate represents.













blocky

 
/ˈbläkē/






adjective




of the nature of or resembling a block or blocks




•
 
blocky granite.



















Bloemfontein

 
/ˈblo͞omfänˌtān/






a city in central South Africa, judicial capital of the country, capital of Orange Free State; pop. 583,300 (est. 2009).










blog

 
/bläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a regularly updated website or web page, typically one run by an individual or small group, that is written in an informal or conversational style.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add new material to or regularly update a blog




•
 
it's about a week since I last blogged.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — write about (an event, situation, topic, etc.) in a blog




•
 
he blogged the Democratic and Republican national conventions as an independent.

















– origin

 1990s: shortening of weblog
 .





bloggable

 
/ˈbläɡəbəl/






adjective




suitable or sufficiently interesting as a topic for a blog




•
 
I started subscribing to the journal in the hope of finding bloggable material in there.



















blogger

 
/ˈbläɡər/






noun




a person who regularly writes material for a blog




•
 
food bloggers post a recipe on a particular theme




•
 
the official festival blogger.



















bloggy

 
/ˈbläɡē/






adjective






‹informal›

 characteristic of a blog or blogs




•
 
a lot of the journalism is quite bloggy, with opinions rather than facts.



















blogosphere

 
/ˈbläɡəˌsfir/






noun




personal websites and blogs collectively.













blog post






noun




a piece of writing or other item of content posted on a blog




•
 
I've read your previous blog post on this topic.



















blogroll

 
/ˈbläɡˌrōl/






noun




(on a blog) a list of hyperlinks to other blogs or websites.













bloke

 
/blōk/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a man; a fellow.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Shelta.






blond

 
/bländ /

 
blonde





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of hair) fair or pale yellow




•
 
short-cropped blond hair




•
 
her hair was dyed blond.










2.
 
(of a person) having hair of a fair or pale yellow color




•
 
a slim blond woman.










3.
 
(of a person) having fair hair and a light complexion (especially when regarded as a racial characteristic).




4.
 
(of wood or another substance) light in color or tone




•
 
a New York office full of blond wood.














II.
 
noun




a person with fair hair and skin.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blondish






adjective













2.
 
blondness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
blond

 , 
blonde

 , from medieval Latin 
blundus

 ‘yellow,’ perhaps from Germanic. / 
usage:

 The spellings 
blonde

 and 
blond

 correspond to the feminine and masculine forms in French. Although the distinction is often retained in Britain, American usage since the 1970s has generally preferred the gender-neutral 
blond

 . The adjective 
blonde

 may still refer to a woman's (but not a man's) hair color, although use of the noun risks offense (see that blonde over there?): the offense arises from the fact that the color of hair is not the person. The adjective applied to inanimate objects (such as wood or beer) is typically spelled 
blond

 .





blonde moment





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 an instance of being silly or scatterbrained.











– origin

 1990s: from the stereotypical perception of blonde-haired women as unintelligent.





blondie

 
/ˈbländē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a blond-haired person, typically a woman (usually as a form of address)




•
 
you have a great imagination, blondie




•
 
we never did manage to bag any major roles in the nativity play—it was always the blue-eyed blondies who played the angels.










2.
 
a small square of dense, pale-colored cake, typically of a butterscotch or vanilla flavor




•
 
cut brownies, blondies, or other sweet squares into very small pieces.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: (in 
sense

 1); from blond
 + -ie
 ; 
sense

 2 after brownie
 (
sense

 1).






blood

 
/bləd/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
the red liquid that circulates in the arteries and veins of humans and other vertebrate animals, carrying oxygen to and carbon dioxide from the tissues of the body




•
 
drops of blood.










b.
 
an internal bodily fluid, not necessarily red, that performs a similar function in invertebrates.





Blood consists of a mildly alkaline aqueous fluid (plasma) containing red cells (erythrocytes), white cells (leukocytes), and platelets; it is red when oxygenated and purple when deoxygenated. Red blood cells carry the protein hemoglobin, which gives blood its color and can combine with oxygen, thus enabling the blood to carry oxygen from the lungs to the tissues. White blood cells protect the body against the invasion of foreign agents (e.g., bacteria). Platelets and other factors present in plasma are concerned in the clotting of blood, preventing hemorrhage. In medieval science and medicine, blood was regarded as one of the four bodily humors, believed to be associated with a confident and optimistic temperament.




2.
 
violence involving bloodshed




•
 
a commando operation full of blood and danger.










3.
 
temperament or disposition, especially when passionate




•
 
a ritual that fires up his blood.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — family background; descent or lineage




•
 
she must have Irish blood in her.










5.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person of specified descent




•
 
a mixed-blood.










6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a fellow black person.




7.
 
(usu. 
Blood

 )
 — a member of a Los Angeles street gang.




8.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a fashionable and dashing young man




•
 
a group of 
young bloods

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
initiate (someone) in a particular activity




•
 
clubs are too slow in blooding young players.










2.
 
(in hunting) smear the face of (a novice) with the blood of the kill.




3.
 
(in hunting) give (a hound) a first taste of blood.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be like getting blood out of (or from) a stone (or turnip)






be extremely difficult (said in reference to obtaining something from someone)




•
 
getting a story out of her is like getting blood out of a stone!















2.
 
blood and guts








‹informal›

 violence and bloodshed, typically in fiction.









3.
 
blood and thunder








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 unrestrained and violent action or behavior, typically in sports or fiction.









4.
 
blood is thicker than water








‹proverb›

 relationships and loyalties within a family are the strongest and most important ones.









5.
 
blood, sweat, and tears






extremely hard work; unstinting effort.









6.
 
blood will tell








‹proverb›

 family characteristics cannot be concealed.









7.
 
first blood





a.
 
the first shedding of blood, especially in a boxing match or formerly in dueling with swords.




b.
 
the first point or advantage gained in a contest




•
 
King 
drew first blood

 when he took the opening set.















8.
 
give blood






allow blood to be removed medically from one's body in order to be stored for use in transfusions.









9.
 
have blood on one's hands






be responsible for someone's death.









10.
 
have (or get) one's blood up






be in a fighting mood.









11.
 
in one's blood






ingrained in or fundamental to one's character




•
 
racing is in his blood.















12.
 
in cold blood






see cold
 .









13.
 
make someone's blood boil








‹informal›

 infuriate someone.









14.
 
make someone's blood run cold






horrify someone.









15.
 
new (or fresh) blood






new members admitted to a group, typically as an invigorating force.









16.
 
out for (someone's) blood






set on getting revenge.









17.
 
taste blood






achieve an early success that stimulates further efforts




•
 
the speculators have tasted blood and could force a devaluation of the franc.















18.
 
young blood






a younger member or members of a group, typically as an invigorating force.















– origin

 Old English 
blōd

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Blut

 and Dutch 
bloed

 .





Blood

 
/bləd/






noun




a member of a North American Indian people belonging to the Blackfoot Confederacy.













blood bank

 
/ˈbləd ˌbaNGk/






noun




a place where supplies of blood or plasma for transfusion are stored.













bloodbath

 
/ˈblədˌbaTH/






noun




an event or situation in which many people are killed in a violent manner




•
 
he allowed the protest to go ahead despite warnings that it would spark a bloodbath




•
 


‹figurative›

 the bad publicity would be a media bloodbath.



















blood boosting






noun




another term for blood doping
 .













blood-borne

 
/ˈblədˌbôrn/






adjective




(typically of a disease or pathogen) carried by the blood.













blood–brain barrier






noun






[Physiology]

 a filtering mechanism of the capillaries that carry blood to the brain and spinal cord tissue, blocking the passage of certain substances.













blood brother

 
/bləd ˈbrəT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
a brother by birth.




2.
 
a man who has sworn to treat another man as a brother, sometimes with a ceremonial mingling of blood.













blood cell

 
/ˈbləd ˌsel/






noun




any of the kinds of cells normally found circulating in the blood.













blood clot

 
//






noun




a gelatinous or semisolid mass of coagulated blood.













blood count

 
/ˈbləd ˌkount/






noun



1.
 
a determination of the number of corpuscles in a specific volume of blood.




2.
 
the number of corpuscles found by taking a blood count




•
 
a low blood count.



















blood-curdling

 
/ˈblədˌkərd(ə)liNG/






adjective




causing terror or horror




•
 
the warrior's blood-curdling cry.



















blood currant






noun




another term for red-flowering currant (see flowering currant
 ).













blood diamond






noun




another term for conflict diamond
 .













blood donor

 
/ˈbləd ˈˌdōnər/






noun




a person who gives blood for transfusion.














blood doping

 
/ˈbləd ˌdōpiNG /

 
blood boosting






noun




the injection of oxygenated blood into an athlete before an event in an attempt to enhance athletic performance.













blooded

 
/ˈblədəd/






adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having blood or a temperament of a specified kind




•
 
warm-blooded animals.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of horses or cattle) of good pedigree




•
 
a blooded stallion.



















blood feud

 
/ˈbləd ˈˌfyo͞od/






noun




a lengthy conflict between families involving a cycle of retaliatory killings or injury.













blood film






noun




a specimen of blood on a glass slide, used for microscopic investigation of possible abnormalities or pathogens.













bloodfin

 
/ˈblədfin/






noun




a small South American freshwater fish that is silvery-yellow with bright red fins. It is popular in aquariums.

[
Aphyocharax rubripinnis

 , family 
Characidae

 .]














blood fluke






noun




another term for schistosome
 .














blood group

 
/ˈbləd ˈˌɡro͞op/






noun




any of the various types of human blood whose antigen characteristics determine compatibility in transfusion. The best known blood groups are those of the ABO system.













bloodguilt

 
/ˈblədɡilt/





I.
 
noun




guilt resulting from murder or bloodshed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bloodguiltiness






noun













2.
 
bloodguilty






adjective





















bloodhound

 
/ˈblədˌhound/






noun




a large hound of a breed with a very keen sense of smell, used in tracking.














blood knot






noun




a type of knot used by anglers to join two fishing lines.

Also called barrel knot
 .













bloodless

 
/ˈblədləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a revolution or conflict) without violence or killing




•
 
a bloodless coup.










2.
 
(of the skin or a part of the body) drained of color




•
 
his bloodless lips.










3.
 
(of a person) cold or unemotional




•
 
a shrewd and bloodless Hollywood mogul.










4.
 
lacking in vitality; feeble




•
 
their occasionally bloodless chamber jazz.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bloodlessly

 
/ˈblədləslē /






adverb













2.
 
bloodlessness

 
/ˈblədləsnəs /






noun





















bloodletting

 
/ˈblədˌlediNG/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the surgical removal of some of a patient's blood for therapeutic purposes.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the violent killing and wounding of people during a war or conflict




•
 
gang members have halted their internecine bloodletting.










3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 bitter division and quarreling within an organization.













blood libel






noun




an accusation that Jewish people used the blood of Christians in religious rituals, especially in the preparation of Passover bread, that was perpetrated throughout the Middle Ages and (sporadically) until the early 20th century.













bloodline

 
/ˈblədˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
an animal's set of ancestors or pedigree, typically considered with regard to the desirable characteristics bred into it.




2.
 
a set of ancestors or line of descent of a person.













bloodlust

 
/ˈblədˌləst/






noun




uncontrollable desire to kill or maim others.













blood meal






noun




dried blood used for feeding animals and as a fertilizer.













bloodmobile

 
/ˈblədməˌbēl/






noun




a motor vehicle equipped for collecting blood from volunteer donors.













blood money

 
/bləd ˈmənē/






noun



1.
 
money paid in compensation to the family of someone who has been killed.




2.
 
money paid to a hired killer.




3.
 
money paid by the police or the media for information about a killer or killing.













blood orange

 
/bləd ˈôrənj/






noun




an orange of a variety with red or red-streaked flesh.













blood platelet






noun




see platelet
 .













blood poisoning

 
/bləd ˈpoizniNG/






noun




the presence of microorganisms or their toxins in the blood, causing disease; septicemia.













blood pressure

 
/ˈbləd ˌpreSHər/






noun




the pressure of the blood in the circulatory system, often measured for diagnosis since it is closely related to the force and rate of the heartbeat and the diameter and elasticity of the arterial walls.













blood pudding

 
/bləd ˈpo͝odiNG/






noun




another term for blood sausage
 .













blood red

 
/ˈbləd ˈˌred/






noun




a deep red


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a blood-red lipstick.



















blood relation

 
blood relative






noun




a person related to another by birth rather than by marriage.













bloodroot

 
/ˈblədro͞ot/






noun



1.
 
a North American plant of the poppy family that has white flowers and fleshy underground rhizomes that exude red sap when cut.

[
Sanguinaria canadensis

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]




2.
 
a lilylike Australian plant with a red rhizome that is roasted and eaten by some Aborigines.

[
Haemodorum coccineum

 , family 
Haemodoraceae

 .]














blood sausage

 
/bləd ˈsôsij /

 
blood pudding






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dark sausage containing pork, dried pig's blood, and suet.













bloodshed

 
/ˈblədˌSHed/






noun




the killing or wounding of people, typically on a large scale during a conflict.













bloodshot

 
/ˈblədˌSHät/






adjective




(of the eyes) inflamed or tinged with blood, typically as a result of tiredness.













blood sport

 
/ˈbləd ˌspôrt/






noun

 — (usu. 
blood sports

 )


1.
 
a sport involving the shedding of blood, especially the hunting or killing of animals




•
 
cockfighting, bullfighting, fox hunting, and other blood sports




•
 


‹figurative›

 politics is a blood sport.



















bloodstain

 
/ˈblədˌstān/





I.
 
noun




a stain or a spot caused by blood.








II.
 
derivatives





bloodstained

 
/ˈblədˌstānd /






adjective





















bloodstock

 
/ˈblədˌstäk/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
thoroughbred horses considered collectively.













bloodstone

 
/ˈblədstōn/






noun




a type of green chalcedony spotted or streaked with red, used as a gemstone.













bloodstream

 
/ˈblədˌstrēm/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the blood circulating through the body of a person or animal.













bloodsucker

 
/ˈblədˌsəkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an insect or other animal that sucks blood, especially a leech or a mosquito.




2.
 
a long-tailed arboreal Asian lizard that carries its head in a raised position. Its ability to change color is most marked in the male, whose head and shoulders become bright red when excited.

[
Calotes versicolor

 , family 
Agamidae

 .]




3.
 
a person who extorts money.




4.
 
a person who lives off others; a parasite.








II.
 
derivatives





bloodsucking

 
/-ˌsəkiNG /






adjective





















blood sugar

 
/ˈbləd ˌSHo͝oɡər/






noun




the concentration of glucose in the blood.













blood test

 
/ˈbləd ˌtest/






noun




a scientific examination of a sample of blood, typically for the diagnosis of illness or for the detection and measurement of drugs or other substances.













bloodthirsty

 
/ˈblədˌTHərstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
eager to shed blood




•
 
a bloodthirsty dictator.










2.
 
(of a story or movie) containing or depicting much violence




•
 
a bloodthirsty novel.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bloodthirstily

 
/-stəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bloodthirstiness

 
/ˈblədˌTHərstēnəs /






noun





















blood transfusion

 
/bləd tran(t)sˈfyo͞oZHən/






noun






[Medicine]

 the process of transferring the blood of a person into the veins of another.













blood type

 
//






noun




another term for blood group
 .













blood typing






noun




the testing of a sample of blood to determine an individual's blood group.














blood vessel

 
/ˈbləd ˌvesəl/






noun




a tubular structure carrying blood through the tissues and organs; a vein, artery, or capillary.













bloodwood

 
/ˈblədwo͝od/






noun




any of a number of hardwood trees with deep red timber, in particular

[● an Australian gum tree (genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 , in particular 
E. gummifera

 ). ● a tree of the Old World tropics (genus 
Pterocarpus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ).]














bloodworm

 
/ˈblədwərm/






noun



1.
 
the bright red aquatic larva of a nonbiting midge, the blood of which contains hemoglobin that allows it to live in poorly oxygenated water.

[Genus 
Chironomus

 , family 
Chironomidae

 .]




2.
 
another term for tubifex
 .













bloodwort

 
/ˈblədˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




any of various plants having red roots or leaves, especially the red-veined dock.














bloody1


 
/ˈblədē/





I.
 
adjective

 — (
bloodier

 , 
bloodiest

 )


1.
 
covered, smeared, or running with blood




•
 
a bloody body.










2.
 
composed of or resembling blood




•
 
a bloody discharge.










3.
 
involving or characterized by bloodshed or cruelty




•
 
a bloody coup




•
 
the bloody tyrannies of Europe.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or stain with blood




•
 
he ended the fight with his face bloodied and battered




•
 


‹figurative›

 she has been bloodied in her three years on the commission.














III.
 
phrases





bloody (or bloodied) but unbowed






proud of what one has achieved despite having suffered great difficulties or losses.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bloodily

 
/ˈblədəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bloodiness

 
/ˈblədēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
blōdig

 (see blood
 , -y
 1
 ).





bloody2


 
/ˈblədē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used to express anger, annoyance, or shock, or simply for emphasis




•
 
took your bloody time




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
bloody Hell!—what was that?




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
it's bloody cold outside.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 unpleasant or perverse




•
 
don't be too bloody to poor Jack.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from bloody
 1
 . The use of 
bloody

 to add emphasis to an expression is of uncertain origin, but is thought to have a connection with the “bloods” (aristocratic rowdies) of the late 17th and early 18th centuries; hence the phrase 
bloody drunk

 (= as drunk as a blood) meant ‘very drunk indeed’ After the mid 18th cent. until quite recently, 
bloody

 used as a swearword was regarded as unprintable, probably from the mistaken belief that it implied a blasphemous reference to the blood of Christ, or that the word was an alteration of “by Our Lady”; hence a widespread caution in using the term even in phrases such as 
bloody battle

 merely referring to bloodshed.





Bloody Mary1







the nickname of Mary I of England (see Mary
 2
 ).









Bloody Mary2







noun




a drink consisting of vodka and seasoned tomato juice.













bloody-minded

 
/ˈblədē mīndid/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 deliberately uncooperative.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bloody-mindedly






adverb













2.
 
bloody-mindedness






noun





















blooey

 
/ˈblo͞oē /

 

‹US informal›


 
blooie





I.
 
adverb, adjective




awry; amiss


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the ignition switch 
went blooey






•
 
my head for figures has gone blooey.














II.
 
exclamation




used to convey that something has happened in an abrupt way




•
 
and, blooey! He shot himself dead.

















– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.






bloom1


 
/blo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flower, especially one cultivated for its beauty




•
 
an exotic bloom




•
 
the hydrangea has a wealth of bloom.










2.
 
the state or period of flowering




•
 
the apple trees were 
in bloom

 .










3.
 
the state or period of greatest beauty, freshness, or vigor




•
 
a young girl, still 
in the bloom of youth

 .










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a youthful or healthy glow in a person's complexion




•
 
her face had lost its usual bloom.










5.
 
a delicate powdery surface deposit on certain fresh fruits, leaves, or stems.




6.
 
(also 
algal bloom

 )
 — a rapid growth of microscopic algae or cyanobacteria in water, often resulting in a colored scum on the surface.




7.
 
a grayish-white appearance on chocolate caused by cocoa butter rising to the surface.




8.
 
a full bright sound, especially in a musical recording




•
 
the remastering has lost some of the bloom of the strings.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce flowers; be in flower




•
 
a rose tree bloomed on a ruined wall.










2.
 
come into or be in full beauty or health; flourish




•
 
she bloomed as an actress under his tutelage.










3.
 
(of fire, color, or light) become radiant and glowing




•
 
color bloomed in her cheeks.














III.
 
phrases





the bloom is off the rose








(N. Amer.)

 something is no longer new, fresh, or exciting.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
blóm

 ‘flower, blossom,’ 
blómi

 ‘prosperity,’ 
blómar

 ‘flowers.’





bloom2


 
/blo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass of iron, steel, or other metal hammered or rolled into a thick bar for further working.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an unworked mass of puddled iron.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
blooming

 )


1.
 
make (iron, steel, etc.) into a bloom.











– origin

 Old English 
blōma

 , of unknown origin.





bloomer1


 
/ˈblo͞omər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
a plant that produces flowers at a specified time




•
 
fragrant night-bloomers such as nicotiana.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who matures or flourishes at a specified time




•
 
he was a 
late bloomer

 .



















bloomer2


 
/ˈblo͞omər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a serious or stupid mistake.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: equivalent to 
blooming error

 .





Bloomer, Amelia

 
/ˈblo͞omər/






(1818–94), US suffragette and social reformer; full name 
Amelia Jenks Bloomer

 . She founded and edited 1849–55 the feminist paper 
Lily

 , and she wore full pants that came to be known as “bloomers.”









bloomers

 
/ˈblo͞omərz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
women's loose-fitting knee-length underpants, considered old-fashioned.




2.
 


‹historical›

 women's and girls' loose-fitting trousers, gathered at the knee or, originally, the ankle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Mrs. Amelia J. 
Bloomer

 (1818–94), an American social reformer who advocated a similar garment.





Bloomfield

 
/ˈblo͞omfēld/






a township in northeastern New Jersey, north of Newark; pop. 43,885 (est. 2008).









Bloomfield, Leonard






(1887–1949), US linguist. One of the founders of American structural linguistics, his primary aim was to establish linguistics as an autonomous and scientific discipline. He wrote 
Language

 (1933).










blooming

 
/ˈblo͞omiNG/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express annoyance




•
 
I didn't learn a blooming thing




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a blooming good read.



















Bloomington

 
/ˈblo͞omiNGtən/





I.
 
a commercial city in central Illinois; pop. 73,026 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in south central Indiana, noted for its limestone industry and home to Indiana University; pop. 71,819 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southeastern Minnesota, south of Minneapolis. It is home to the huge Mall of America; pop. 81,280 (est. 2008).









Bloomsbury

 
/ˈblo͞omzbərē, -ˌberē/





I.
 
an area of central London noted for its large squares and gardens and for its associations with the Bloomsbury Group. The British Museum is located here.




II.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — associated with or similar to the Bloomsbury Group.









Bloomsbury Group






a group of writers, artists, and philosophers living in or associated with Bloomsbury in the early 20th century. Members of the group, which included Virginia Woolf, Lytton Strachey, Vanessa Bell, Duncan Grant, and Roger Fry, were known for their unconventional lifestyles and attitudes and were a powerful force in the growth of modernism.










bloop

 
/blo͞op /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a mistake




•
 
the company admitted it had blooped.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 hit a ball weakly or make (a hit) from a poorly hit fly ball landing just beyond the reach of the infielders.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an electronic device) emit a short low-pitched noise.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mistake




•
 
a typical beginner's bloop.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 another term for blooper
 (
sense

 2):


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bloop single.










3.
 
a short low-pitched noise emitted by an electronic device.








III.
 
derivatives





bloopy






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





blooper

 
/ˈblo͞opər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an embarrassing error




•
 
he poked fun at his own tendency to utter bloopers.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a brief television or radio segment containing a humorous error, often collected with others for broadcast as a group




•
 
a selection of bloopers and outtakes from the evening.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Baseball]

 a weakly hit fly ball landing just beyond the reach of the infielders




•
 
a blooper over the shortstop's head.

















– origin

 1926 (originally denoting a radio that caused others to 
bloop

 , i.e., emit a loud howling noise): from imitative bloop
 + -er
 1
 .





blootered

 
/ˈblo͞odərd/





I.
 
adjective






(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 very drunk




•
 
I stayed out late at the blues club and came home blootered.

















– origin

 1980s: from Scots 
blooter

 ‘to hit hard’ + -ed
 2
 .






blossom

 
/ˈbläsəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flower or a mass of flowers on a tree or bush




•
 
tiny white blossoms




•
 
the slopes were ablaze with almond blossom.










2.
 
the state or period of flowering




•
 
fruit trees 
in blossom

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a tree or bush) produce flowers or masses of flowers




•
 
the mango trees have shed their fruit and blossomed again.










2.
 
mature or develop in a promising or healthy way




•
 
their friendship 
blossomed into

 romance




•
 (as 
noun

 
blossoming

 )
 
the blossoming of experimental theater.














III.
 
derivatives





blossomy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
blōstm

 , 
blōstma

 (noun), 
blōstmian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bloesem

 , also to bloom
 1
 .






blot

 
/blät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark mark or stain, typically one made by ink, paint, or dirt




•
 
a blot of ink.










2.
 
a shameful act or quality that tarnishes an otherwise good character or reputation




•
 
the only blot on an otherwise clean campaign.










3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a procedure in which proteins or nucleic acids separated on a gel are transferred directly to an immobilizing medium for identification.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dry (a wet surface or substance) using an absorbent material




•
 
Guy blotted his face with a dust rag.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 transfer by means of a blot.




3.
 
mark or stain (something)


(as 
adj.

 
blotted

 )


•
 
the writing was messy and blotted.










4.
 
tarnish the good character or reputation of




•
 
the turmoil blotted his memory of the school.










5.
 
(
blot something out

 )
 — cover writing or pictures with ink or paint so that they cannot be seen.




6.
 
obscure a view




•
 
a dust shield blotting out the sun.










7.
 
obliterate or disregard something painful in one's memory or existence




•
 
the concentration necessary to her job blotted out all the feelings.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Old Norse 
blettr

 .






blotch

 
/bläCH/





I.
 
noun




an irregular patch or unsightly mark on a surface, typically the skin




•
 
red blotches on her face.














II.
 
verb




cover with blotches




•
 
her face was blotched and swollen with crying.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a verb): partly an alteration of obsolete 
plotch

 in the same sense (of unknown origin), influenced by blot
 ; partly a blend of blot
 and botch
 .





blotchy

 
/ˈbläCHē/






adjective




covered with blotches; patchy




•
 
discoloration or blotchy skin on the legs.



















blotter

 
/ˈblädər/






noun



1.
 
a sheet or pad of blotting paper inserted into a frame and kept on a desk.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a temporary recording book, especially a police charge sheet




•
 
the boys ended up on 
police blotters

 for property crimes.



















blotting paper

 
/ˈblädiNG ˌpāpər/






noun




absorbent paper used for soaking up excess ink when writing.













blotto

 
/ˈblädō/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 extremely drunk




•
 
we got blotto.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from blot
 + -o
 .






blouse

 
/blous blouz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's loose upper garment resembling a shirt, typically with a collar, buttons, and sleeves.




2.
 
a loose linen or cotton garment of a type worn by peasants and manual workers, typically belted at the waist.




3.
 
a type of jacket worn as part of military uniform.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a garment) hang in loose folds




•
 
I bloused my trousers over my boots




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
my dress bloused out above my waist.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a belted loose garment worn by peasants): from French, of unknown origin.





blouson

 
/ˈblouˌsän ˈblouˌzän/





I.
 
noun




a short loose-fitting jacket, typically bloused and finishing at the waist.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, diminutive of blouse
 .





bloviate

 
/ˈblōvēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 talk at length, especially in an inflated or empty way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bloviation






noun













2.
 
bloviator






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from blow
 1
 .






blow1


 
/blō/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wind) move creating an air current




•
 
a cold wind began to blow.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wind) cause to move; propel




•
 
a gust of wind blew a cloud of smoke into his face




•
 
the spire was blown down during a gale.










3.
 
be carried, driven, or moved by the wind or an air current




•
 
it was so windy that the tent nearly blew away




•
 
cotton curtains blowing in the breeze.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 leave (a place)




•
 
I'm ready to blow town




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'd better blow.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) expel air through pursed lips




•
 
Willie took a deep breath, and blew




•
 
he 
blew on

 his coffee to cool it.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use one's breath to propel




•
 
he blew cigar smoke in her face.










7.
 
breathe hard; pant




•
 
Uncle Albert was soon puffing and blowing.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to breathe hard; exhaust of breath


(as 
adj.

 
blown

 )


•
 
an exhausted, blown horse.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) force air through the mouth into (an instrument) in order to make a sound




•
 
the umpire blew his whistle.










10.
 
(of such an instrument) make a noise by having air forced through it




•
 
police whistles blew.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sound (the horn of a vehicle).




12.
 


‹informal›

 play jazz or rock music in an unrestrained style




•
 
it took him maybe five choruses to warm up, but then he could really blow.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force air through a tube into (molten glass) in order to create an artifact.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the contents of (an egg) by forcing air through it.




15.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — (of flies) lay eggs in or on something




•
 
to repel the hordes of flies that would otherwise blow on the buffalo hide.










16.
 
(of a whale) eject air and vapor through the blowhole.




17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an explosion or explosive device) displace violently or send flying




•
 
the blast had blown the windows out of the van




•
 
the back of his head had been blown away.










18.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle tire) burst suddenly while the vehicle is in motion.




19.
 
burst or cause to burst due to pressure or overheating


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the engines sounded as if their exhausts had blown




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
frost will have blown a compression joint.










20.
 
(of an electrical circuit) burn out or cause to burn out through overloading


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the fuse in the plug had blown




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the floodlights blew a fuse.










21.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 spend recklessly




•
 
they blew $100,000 in just eighteen months.










22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 completely lose or miss (an opportunity)




•
 
the wider issues were to show that politicians had 
blown it

 .










23.
 
expose (a stratagem)




•
 
a man whose cover was blown.










24.
 
(
past participle

 blowed) [with 
obj.

 , usu. as 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 damn




•
 
“Well, 
blow me

 ,” he said, “I never knew that”




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 


I'm blowed if

 I want to see him again.










25.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 perform fellatio on (a man).




26.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 be extremely bad or unwelcome




•
 
"This blows," she sighs, "I want it to be next week already".














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a strong wind




•
 
we're in for a blow.










2.
 
an act of blowing on an instrument




•
 
a number of blows on the whistle.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of blowing one's nose




•
 
give your nose a good blow.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a spell of playing jazz or rock music.




5.
 
(in steelmaking) an act of sending an air or oxygen blast through molten metal in a converter.




6.
 


‹informal›

 marijuana or cocaine.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be blown off course






(of a project) be disrupted by some circumstance.









2.
 
be blown out of the water






(of a person, idea, or project) be shown to lack all credibility.









3.
 
blow someone's brains out








‹informal›

 kill someone with a shot in the head with a firearm.









4.
 
blow chunks








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 vomit.









5.
 
blow the doors off








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be considerably better or more successful than




•
 
a package that blows the doors off anything on the market.















6.
 
blow a fuse (or gasket)








‹informal›

 lose one's temper.









7.
 
blow one's own horn






see horn
 .









8.
 
blow hot and cold






vacillate.









9.
 
blow someone a kiss






kiss the tips of one's fingers then blow across them toward someone as a gesture of affection.









10.
 
blow one's lid (or top or stack or cool)








‹informal›

 lose one's temper.









11.
 
blow the lid off






see lid
 .









12.
 
blow me down








(Brit.)

 an exclamation of surprise.









13.
 
blow someone's mind








‹informal›

 affect someone very strongly.









14.
 
blow one's nose






clear one's nose of mucus by blowing through it into a handkerchief.









15.
 
blow off steam






see let off steam
 at steam
 .









16.
 
blow a raspberry






see raspberry
 .









17.
 
blow someone's socks off






see sock
 .









18.
 
blow something to bits (or pieces or smithereens)






use bombs or other explosives to destroy something, typically a building, completely.









19.
 
blow something out of proportion






exaggerate the importance of something.









20.
 
blow up in one's face






(of an action, project, or situation) go drastically wrong with damaging effects to oneself.









21.
 
blow the whistle on






see whistle
 .









22.
 
blow with the wind






be incapable of maintaining a consistent course of action.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
blow someone away

 

‹informal›






a.
 
kill someone using a firearm.




b.
 
(
be blown away

 )
 — be extremely impressed




•
 
I'm blown away by his new poem.















2.
 
blow in








‹informal›

 (of a person) arrive casually and unannounced.









3.
 
blow off






lose one's temper and shout.









4.
 
blow someone off





a.
 


‹informal›

 fail to keep an appointment with someone.




b.
 
end a romantic or sexual relationship with someone.









5.
 
blow something off





a.
 


‹informal›

 ignore or make light of something.




b.
 
fail to attend something




•
 
Ivy blew off class.















6.
 
blow out





a.
 
be extinguished by an air current




•
 
the candles blew out.










b.
 
(of a tire) puncture while the vehicle is in motion.




c.
 
(of an oil or gas well) emit gas suddenly and forcefully.




d.
 
(
blow itself out

 )
 — (of a storm) finally lose its force




•
 


‹figurative›

 the recession may finally have blown itself out.















7.
 
blow someone out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat someone convincingly.









8.
 
blow something out





a.
 
use one's breath to extinguish a flame




•
 
he blew out the candle.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 render a part of the body useless




•
 
he blew out his arm trying to snap a curveball.















9.
 
blow over






(of trouble) fade away without serious consequences.









10.
 
blow up





a.
 
explode.




b.
 
(of a person) lose one's temper




•
 
Meg 
blows up at

 Patrick for always throwing his tea bags in the sink.










c.
 
(of a wind or storm) begin to develop.




d.
 
(of a scandal or dispute) emerge or become public.




e.
 
inflate




•
 
my stomach had started to blow up.















11.
 
blow something up





a.
 
cause something to explode.




b.
 
inflate something




•
 
a small pump for blowing up balloons.










c.
 
enlarge a photograph or text.















– origin

 Old English 
blāwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
blähen

 ‘blow up, swell,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
flare

 ‘blow.’





blow2


 
/blō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powerful stroke with a hand, weapon, or hard object




•
 
he received a blow to the skull.










2.
 
a sudden shock or disappointment




•
 
the news came as a crushing blow.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one blow






by a single stroke; in one operation




•
 
the letter had destroyed his certainty at one blow.















2.
 
come to blows






start fighting after a disagreement.









3.
 
soften (or cushion) the blow






make it easier to cope with a difficult change or upsetting news




•
 
monetary compensation was offered to soften the blow.















4.
 
strike a blow for (or against)






act in support of (or opposition to)




•
 
a chance to strike a blow for freedom.





















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






blow3


 
/blō /

 

‹archaic literary›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce flowers or be in flower




•
 
I know a bank where the wild thyme blows.














II.
 
noun




the state or period of flowering




•
 
stocks in fragrant blow.

















– origin

 Old English 
blōwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bloeien

 and German 
blühen

 , also to bloom
 1
 and blossom
 .





blowback

 
/ˈblōbak/






noun



1.
 
a process in which gases expand or travel in a direction opposite to the usual one, especially through escape of pressure or delayed combustion.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 the unintended adverse results of a political action or situation




•
 
this is the blowback from all those aggressive public health campaigns.



















blow-by-blow

 
/ˈblō ˌbī ˈblō/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a description of an event) giving all the details in the order in which they occurred




•
 
he gave them a 
blow-by-blow account

 of your rescue.



















blowdart

 
/ˈblōdärt/






noun




a dart shot from a blowpipe.













blowdown

 
/ˈblōdoun/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tree or trees that have been blown down by the wind




•
 
crews will be removing blowdown for a number of days.










2.
 
the blowing down of a tree or trees




•
 
the measures did not prevent mass blowdown.










3.
 
the removal of solids or liquids from a container or pipe using pressure.













blow-dry

 
/blō drī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (the hair) into a particular style while drying it with a handheld dryer.




2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
blow-dried

 )
 — (of a person) well groomed, polished, and assured.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of arranging the hair while drying it with a handheld dryer.








III.
 
derivatives





blow-dryer

 
blowdrier






noun





















blower

 
/ˈblō(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that blows, typically a mechanical device for creating a current of air used to dry or heat something.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a telephone.













blowfish

 
/ˈblōˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of fishes that are able to inflate their bodies when alarmed, such as a globefish.













blowfly

 
/ˈblōˌflī/






noun




a large and typically metallic-colored fly that lays its eggs on meat and carcasses.

[Family 
Calliphoridae

 : numerous species, including the bluebottle.]














blowgun

 
/ˈblōˌɡən/






noun




a primitive weapon consisting of a long tube through which an arrow or dart is propelled by force of the breath.













blowhard

 
/ˈblōˌhärd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who blusters and boasts in an unpleasant way




•
 
a bunch of pompous blowhards trying to get on the news




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
local blowhard politicians.



















blowhole

 
/ˈblōˌhōl/






noun



1.
 
a hole for blowing or breathing through, in particular




2.
 
the nostril of a whale on the top of its head.




3.
 
a hole in ice to which seals, whales, and other aquatic animals come to breathe.




4.
 
a vent for air or smoke in a tunnel or other structure.




5.
 
a cavity in a metal casting, produced by the escape of air through the liquid metal.














blow job

 
/ˈblō ˌjäb/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 an act of oral sex performed on a man.













blown1


 
/blōn/





I.
 
past participle of blow
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a vehicle or its engine) provided with a turbocharger.













blown2


 
/blōn/






past participle of blow
 3
 .









blown-up






adjective



1.
 
destroyed or severely damaged by an explosion




•
 
blown-up buildings.










2.
 
enlarged




•
 
a blown-up photograph.










3.
 
inflated; swollen




•
 
a blown-up balloon.



















blowoff

 
/ˈblōˌôf/






noun




the action of emitting a gas, typically to reduce pressure to a safe level.













blowout

 
/ˈblōˌout/






noun



1.
 
a sudden rupture or malfunction of a part or an apparatus due to pressure, in particular the bursting of an automobile tire.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an outburst of anger; an argument




•
 
that exchange led to a big blowout five years ago.










3.
 
an uprush of oil or gas from a well.




4.
 
a melting of an electric fuse.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an easy victory in a sporting contest or an election




•
 
they had lost seven games—four by blowouts and three by slim margins.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a large or lavish meal or social gathering.




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an event at which goods are sold at heavily discounted prices




•
 
the purpose of the blowout is to motivate new customers to visit




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the local store is having a big 
blowout sale

 —everything 65% off.










8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an act or instance of blow-drying hair




•
 
you can't do a blowout with super wet hair.










9.
 
a hollow eroded by the wind.













blowout preventer






noun




a heavy valve or assembly of valves fitted at the top of an oil well during drilling and closed in the event of a blowout.













blowpipe

 
/ˈblōˌpīp/






noun



1.
 
another term for blowgun
 .




2.
 
a long tube by means of which molten glass is blown into the required shape.




3.
 
a tube used to intensify the heat of a flame by blowing air or other gas through it at high pressure.













blowsy

 
/ˈblouzē /

 
blowzy





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman) coarse, untidy, and red-faced




•
 
a blowsy woman wearing Bermuda shorts and a Bally's sweatshirt




•
 


‹figurative›

 blowsy, old-fashioned roses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blowsily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
blowsiness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete 
blowze

 ‘beggar's female companion,’ of unknown origin.





blowtorch

 
/ˈblōˌtôrCH/






noun




a portable device producing a hot flame that is directed onto a surface, typically to solder metal.













blowup

 
/ˈblōˌəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an enlargement of a photograph.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an outburst of anger.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
inflatable




•
 
a blowup neck pillow.



















blowy

 
/ˈblōē/






adjective




having or affected by strong winds; windy or windswept




•
 
a blowy day.



















BLT






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sandwich filled with bacon, lettuce, and tomato.














blubber1


 
/ˈbləbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fat of sea mammals, especially whales and seals.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 excessive human fat.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person's lips) swollen or protruding.

[alteration of obsolete 
blabber

 ‘swollen.’]








III.
 
derivatives





blubbery

 
/ˈbləbərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the foaming of the sea, also a bubble on water): perhaps symbolic; compare with blob
 and blotch
 .





blubber2


 
/ˈbləbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 sob noisily and uncontrollably




•
 
he was blubbering like a child




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I don't like him,” blubbered Jonathan.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably symbolic; compare with blob
 and blubber
 1
 .





bluchers

 
/ˈblo͞okərz, -CHərz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹historical›

 strong leather half-boots or high shoes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after G. L. von 
Blücher

 (1742–1819), Prussian general.





bludgeon

 
/ˈbləjən/





I.
 
noun




a thick stick with a heavy end, used as a weapon




•
 


‹figurative›

 a rhetorical bludgeon in the war against liberalism.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat (someone) repeatedly with a bludgeon or other heavy object.




2.
 
force or bully (someone) to do something




•
 
she was determined not to be 
bludgeoned into

 submission.










3.
 
(
bludgeon one's way

 )
 — make one's way by brute force.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






blue

 
/blo͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a color intermediate between green and violet, as of the sky or sea on a sunny day




•
 
the clear blue sky




•
 
a blue silk shirt




•
 
deep blue eyes.










2.
 
(of a person's skin) having turned blue as a result of cold or breathing difficulties




•
 
Annie went blue, and I panicked.










3.
 
(of a bird or other animal) having blue markings




•
 
a blue jay.










4.
 
(of cats, foxes, or rabbits) having fur of a smoky gray color




•
 
the blue fox.










5.
 
(of a ski run) of the second lowest level of difficulty, as indicated by colored markers positioned along it.




6.
 


[Physics]

 denoting one of three colors of quark.




7.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or mood) melancholy, sad, or depressed




•
 
he's feeling blue.










8.
 


‹informal›

 (of a movie, joke, or story) with sexual or pornographic content




•
 
the blue movies are hugely profitable.










9.
 
(of language) marked by cursing, swearing, and blasphemy.




10.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 rigidly religious or moralistic; puritanical.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
blue color or pigment




•
 
she was dressed 
in blue






•
 
the dark blue of his eyes




•
 
armchairs in pastel blues and greens.










2.
 
blue clothes or material




•
 
Susan wore blue.










3.
 
(usu. 
Blue

 )
 — the Union army in the Civil War, or a member of that army.

[because Union soldiers wore blue uniforms.]




4.
 
a blue thing, in particular




5.
 
a blue ball, piece, etc., in a game or sport.




6.
 
(
the blue

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the sky or sea; the unknown




•
 
a lark went trilling up, up 
into the blue

 .










7.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a small butterfly, the male of which is predominantly blue while the female is typically brown.

[Numerous genera in the family 
Lycaenidae

 .]




8.
 
another term for bluing
 .








III.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become blue


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the light dims, bluing the retina




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blued

 )
 
blued paper




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the day would haze, the air bluing with afternoon.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — heat (metal) so as to give it a grayish-blue finish


(as 
adj.

 
blued

 )


•
 
nickel-plated or blued hooks.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wash (white clothes) with bluing.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
do something until (or till) one is blue in the face








‹informal›

 put all one's efforts into doing something to no avail




•
 
she could talk to him until she was blue in the face, but he was just not hearing.















2.
 
men in blue








‹informal›

 police officers.









3.
 
once in a blue moon








‹informal›

 very rarely.

[because a “blue moon” is a phenomenon that occurs rarely.]









4.
 
out of the blue

 
out of a clear blue sky








‹informal›

 without warning; unexpectedly




•
 
she phoned me out of the blue.







[with reference to a “blue” (i.e., clear) sky, from which nothing unusual is expected.]









5.
 
talk a blue streak








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 speak continuously and at great length.












V.
 
derivatives





blueness

 
/ˈblo͞onəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bleu

 , ultimately of Germanic origin and related to Old English 
blǣwen

 ‘blue’ and Old Norse 
blár

 ‘dark blue.’





blue baby

 
/ˈblo͞o ˌbābē/






noun




a baby with a blue complexion from lack of oxygen in the blood due to a congenital defect of the heart or major blood vessels.













blueback

 
/ˈblo͞obak/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bird or fish, especially a trout or a sockeye salmon, having a bluish back.













Bluebeard

 
/ˈblo͞obird/





I.
 
a character in a tale by Charles Perrault, who killed several wives in turn for disobeying his order to avoid a locked room, which contained the bodies of his previous wives. Local tradition in Brittany identifies him with 
Gilles de Rais

 (
c.

 1400–40), a perpetrator of atrocities, although he had only one wife (who left him).




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Bluebeard

 )
 — a man who murders his wives.









blue beat






noun




another term for ska
 .














bluebell

 
/ˈblo͞oˌbel/






noun



1.
 
(also 
English bluebell

 )
 — a widely cultivated European woodland plant of the lily family that produces clusters of bell-shaped blue flowers in spring.

[
Hyacinthoides nonscripta

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of other plants with blue bell-shaped flowers, in particular

[● another term for bellflower
 ● chiefly Scottish term for harebell
 ● another term for squill
 and other scillas ● short for Virginia bluebell
 ● a plant of the bellflower family (genus 
Wahlenbergia

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 ), distributed mostly in the southern hemisphere, e.g., the 
Australian bluebell

 (
W. gloriosa

 ).]













blueberry

 
/ˈblo͞oˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a hardy dwarf shrub of the heath family, with small, whitish drooping flowers and dark blue edible berries.

[Genus 
Vaccinium

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several North American species, including the 
common highbush blueberry

 (
V. corymbosum

 ), from which many cultivated varieties originate.]




2.
 
the small, sweet edible berry of the blueberry plant.













bluebill

 
/ˈblo͞obil/






noun




any of a number of ducks with blue bills, especially the scaup.













bluebird

 
/ˈblo͞oˌbərd/





I.
 
noun




an American songbird of the thrush subfamily, the male of which has a blue head, back, and wings.

See also fairy bluebird
 . [Genus 
Sialia

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : three species, including the 
eastern bluebird

 (
S. sialis

 ).]








II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a period of time characterized by sunny, cloudless weather, typically after a night of snowfall




•
 
on beautiful 
bluebird days

 the girls rode snowmobiles




•
 
a week of bluebird skies




•
 
it's bluebird, but 50-mile-per-hour winds have closed the gondola.



















blue-black

 
/ˈblo͞oˌblak/






adjective




black with a tinge of blue.













blue blood

 
/ˈblo͞o ˌbləd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
noble birth




•
 
blue blood is no guarantee of any particular merit, competence, or expertise.










2.
 
(also 
blueblood

 )
 — a person of noble birth




•
 
a comforting figure among that crowd of blue bloods.














II.
 
derivatives





blue-blooded

 
/ˈblo͞o ˈˌblədəd /






adjective





















bluebonnet

 
/ˈblo͞oˌbänət/






noun




a blue-flowered lupine, especially common in Texas.

[Genus 
Lupinus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular the 
Texas bluebonnet

 (
L. texensis

 ) and the 
shy bluebonnet

 (
L. subcarnosus

 ).]













Blue Book






noun



1.
 
an official book listing government officials.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a report bound in a blue cover and issued by Parliament or the Privy Council.




3.
 
(in full 
Kelley Blue Book

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a reference book listing the prices of used cars.




4.
 
(usu. 
blue book

 )
 — an authoritative handbook, e.g., a listing of socially prominent people.




5.
 
(
blue book

 )
 — a blank book used for written examinations in high school and college.














bluebottle

 
/ˈblo͞oˌbädl/






noun



1.
 
a common blowfly with a metallic-blue body, the female of which often comes into houses searching for a suitable food source on which to lay her eggs.

[
Calliphora vomitoria

 , family 
Calliphoridae

 .]




2.
 
the wild cornflower.













blue box






noun






(chiefly US)

 an electronic device used to access long-distance telephone lines illegally.














blue cheese

 
/blo͞o CHēz/






noun




cheese containing veins of blue mold, such as Gorgonzola and Danish Blue.













blue-chip

 
/ˈblo͞o ˌCHip/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting companies or their shares considered to be a reliable investment, though less secure than gilt-edged stock.




2.
 
of the highest quality




•
 
blue-chip art.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): from the 
blue chip

 used in gambling games, which usually has a high value.





blue chipper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a highly valued person, especially an athlete.













blue coat

 
/ˈblo͞o ˌkōt/






noun



1.
 
a person who wears a blue uniform, in particular




2.
 
a soldier, especially a Union soldier during the Civil War.




3.
 
a police officer.














blue-collar

 
/ˈblo͞o ˈˌkälər/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of or relating to manual work or workers, particularly in industry




•
 
their speech and attitudes mark them as blue-collar guys.







Compare with white-collar
 .













blue corn






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a variety of corn with bluish grains.













blue crab






noun




a large edible swimming crab of the Atlantic coast of North America.

[
Callinectes sapidus

 , family 
Portunidae

 .]














blue crane






noun



1.
 
a large South African crane with blue-gray plumage.

Also called Stanley crane
 . [
Anthropoides paradisea

 , family 
Gruidae

 .]




2.
 
the blue crane as the national bird of South Africa.













bluecurls

 
/ˈblo͞okərlz/






noun




a North American plant of the mint family, with small blue flowers and blue-stalked, deeply curled stamens.

[Genus 
Trichtostema

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, in particular 
T. dichotomum

 , found esp. in the northeastern US, and the typically more southern 
T. setaceum

 .]













blue devil






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a blue capsule containing a barbiturate.




2.
 
(
blue devils

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a feeling of despondency or low spirits.




3.
 
(
blue devils

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 another term for delirium tremens
 .














blue dog Democrat

 
Blue Dog Democrat





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (in the US) a Democrat from a southern state who has a conservative voting record.











– origin

 from the name of a coalition of Southern Democrats in the US Congress formed in 1995. Their name alludes to an older term, “yellow dog Democrat,” for a party loyalist who allegedly “would vote for a yellow dog if it were on the ballot as a Democrat.”





blue-eyed boy

 
/ˌblo͞oˌīd ˈboi/






noun






‹informal›

 a person highly regarded by someone and treated with special favor.













blue-eyed grass






noun




a North American plant of the iris family, cultivated for its blue flowers.

[Genus 
Sisyrinchium

 , family 
Iridaceae

 : several species, including the flat-stemmed 
S. montanum

 .]













blue-eyed Mary






noun




a low-growing plant of the borage family that bears bright blue flowers and spreads by means of runners.

[
Omphalodes verna

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]













bluefin

 
/ˈblo͞ofin /

 
bluefin tuna






noun




the most common large tuna, which occurs worldwide in warm seas. It is probably the largest bony fish, and is very important as a food and game fish.

[
Thunnus thynnus

 , family 
Scombridae

 .]














bluefish

 
/ˈblo͞oˌfiSH/






noun




a predatory blue-colored marine fish that inhabits tropical and temperate waters and is popular as a game fish.

[
Pomatomus saltatrix

 , the only member of the family 
Pomatomidae

 .]













blue flag

 
/ˌblo͞o ˈflaɡ/






noun



1.
 
a violet-flowered iris that grows in marshy places and wet meadows.

[Genus 
Iris

 , family 
Iridaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
larger blue flag

 (
I. versicolor

 ) and the 
slender blue flag

 (
I. prismatica

 ).]




2.
 
a European award for beaches based on cleanliness and safety.













blue flu






noun




a strike action, especially among police officers, in which workers are absent on the pretext of sickness.













bluegill

 
/ˈblo͞oɡil/






noun




an edible North American freshwater fish of the sunfish family, with a deep body and bluish cheeks and gill covers. It is popular with anglers.

[
Lepomis macrochirus

 , family 
Centrarchidae

 .]













bluegrass

 
/ˈblo͞oˌɡras/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Kentucky bluegrass

 )
 — a bluish-green grass that was introduced into North America from northern Europe. It is widely grown for fodder, especially in Kentucky and Virginia.

See also meadow grass
 .




2.
 
a kind of country music influenced by jazz and blues and characterized by virtuosic playing of banjos and guitars and high-pitched, close-harmony vocals.













Bluegrass State






a nickname for the state of Kentucky
 .










blue-green algae






plural noun




another term for Cyanobacteria
 .














blue ground






noun




another term for kimberlite
 .













blue gum






noun




a eucalyptus tree with blue-green aromatic leaves and smooth bark.

[Genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species, in particular 
E. regnans

 .]













bluehead

 
/ˈblo͞oˌhed/






noun




a small wrasse (fish) of the tropical eastern Atlantic that is sometimes kept in aquariums. Large males have a blue head and green body with vertical stripes in between, and females and smaller males are predominantly yellowish.

[
Thalassoma bifasciatum

 , family 
Labridae

 .]













blue helmet






noun




a member of a UN peacekeeping force.













Blue Hen State






a nickname for the state of Delaware
 1
 .









blue ice






noun




clean, dense ice of a vivid blue color, formed in glaciers by the recrystallization of snow.













bluejacket

 
/ˈblo͞oˌjakət/






noun






‹informal›

 a sailor in the navy.













blue jay

 
/ˈblo͞o ˌjā/






noun




a common North American jay with a blue crest, back, wings, and tail.

[
Cyanocitta cristata

 , family 
Corvidae

 .]














blue jeans

 
//






noun




jeans made of blue denim.













blue law

 
/ˈblo͞o ˌlô/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a law prohibiting certain activities, such as shopping, on a Sunday.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in colonial New England) a strict religious law, particularly one preventing entertainment or leisure activities on a Sunday.













Blue Law State






a nickname for the state of Connecticut
 .










blue line






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 either of the two blue-colored lines running across the ice between the center line and the goal lines.













blueliner

 
/ˈblo͞oˌlīnər/





I.
 
noun






[Ice Hockey]

 a defenseman




•
 
the blueliner has played in a total of 110 games.

















– origin

 1930s: from blue line
 , with reference to the usual position of defensive players in the area behind this line on their team's side of the rink.





blue mold

 
/blo͞o ˈmōld/






noun




a bluish fungus that grows on food. Blue molds are deliberately introduced into some cheeses, and some kinds are used to produce antibiotics such as penicillin.

[
Penicillium

 and other genera, phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]














Blue Nile






one of the two principal headwaters of the Nile River. It rises from Lake Tana in northwestern Ethiopia and flows about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) south and then northwest into Sudan, where it meets the White Nile at Khartoum.









bluenose

 
/ˈblo͞onōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a priggish or puritanical person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the most restrictive, bluenose standards.










2.
 
(
Bluenose

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person from Nova Scotia.








II.
 
derivatives





bluenosed






adjective





bluenose
 (
sense

 1)





















blue note

 
/blo͞o nōt/






noun






[Music]

 a minor interval where a major would be expected, used especially in jazz.













blue-pencil

 
/ˌblo͞oˈpensəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
edit or make cuts in (a manuscript, movie, or other work).













Blue Peter

 
/ˈˌblo͞o ˈpēdər/






noun




a blue flag with a white square in the center, raised by a ship about to leave port.













blue plate





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a restaurant meal) consisting of a full main course ordered as a single menu item




•
 
the blue plate special.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: with reference to the original blue plates divided into compartments, on which fixed-price restaurant meals were served.





bluepoint

 
/ˈblo͞opoint/






noun




a small oyster, in particular one harvested from the oyster beds in Great South Bay, at Blue Point, Long Island. Bluepoints are typically served raw, on the half shell.













blueprint

 
/ˈblo͞oˌprint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a design plan or other technical drawing.




2.
 
something that acts as a plan, model, or template




•
 
a vague 
blueprint for

 fundamental land redistribution.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 draw up (a plan or model)


(as 
adj.

 
blueprinted

 )


•
 
a neatly blueprinted scheme.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the original process in which prints were composed of white lines on a blue ground or of blue lines on a white ground.





blue racer






noun




a grayish-blue variety of blacksnake (
Coluber constrictor foxii

 ), found in the central US.













blue ribbon

 
/ˈˌblo͞o ˈˌribən /

 


‹Brit.›

 blue riband





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a badge made of blue ribbon and given as first prize to the winner of a competition.




2.
 
(in the UK) a badge worn by members of the Order of the Garter.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 of the highest quality; first-class




•
 
blue-ribbon service.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a jury or committee) carefully or specially selected




•
 
the SEC's blue-ribbon committee on auditor independence.



















Blue Ridge Mountains






a range in the Appalachian Mountains in the eastern US that stretches from southern Pennsylvania to northern Georgia. Mount Mitchell is the highest peak, rising to a height of 6,684 feet (2,037 m).









blue rinse

 
/blo͞o rins/





I.
 
noun




a preparation used as a rinse on gray or white hair intended to make it look more silver.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
blue-rinse

 or 
blue-rinsed

 ) [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 of or relating to elderly and conservative women




•
 
the blue-rinse brigade.



















blue roan





I.
 
adjective




denoting an animal's coat consisting of black-and-white hairs evenly mixed, giving it a blue-gray hue.








II.
 
noun




an animal with blue roan coat.













blues

 
/blo͞oz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (or 
pl.

 often 
the blues

 )
 — melancholic music of black American folk origin, typically in a twelve-bar sequence. It developed in the rural southern US toward the end of the 19th century, finding a wider audience in the 1940s as blacks migrated to the cities. This urban blues gave rise to rhythm and blues and rock and roll.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — a piece of blues music




•
 
we'll do a blues in C.










3.
 
(
the blues

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 feelings of melancholy, sadness, or depression




•
 
she's 
got the blues

 .














II.
 
derivatives





bluesman






noun





blues
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in 
sense

 2): elliptically from 
blue devils

 ‘depression or delirium tremens.’





blue screen






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
(in film and video techniques such as chromakey) a blue (or green) background in front of which moving subjects are filmed and which allows a separately filmed background to be added to the final image




•
 
a blue-screen effect.







Also called green screen.













blue shark

 
/ˌblo͞o ˈSHärk/






noun




a long slender shark with an indigo-blue back and white underparts, typically occurring in the open sea.

[
Prionace glauca

 , family 
Carcharhinidae

 .]














blueshift

 
/ˈblo͞oˌSHift /

 
blue shift






noun






[Astronomy]

 the displacement of the spectrum to shorter wavelengths in the light coming from distant celestial objects moving toward the observer.

Compare with redshift
 .













blue-sky

 
/ˈblo͞o ˈˌskī /

 

‹informal›


 
blue-skies





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not yet practical or profitable




•
 
blue-sky research.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make impractical or as yet unachievable plans.













blue-sky law






noun




a law regulating the sale of securities, intended to protect the public from fraud.













Blue Springs






a city in west central Missouri, east of Kansas City; pop. 55,698 (est. 2008).










blue spruce






noun




a North American spruce with sharp, stiff blue-green needles, growing wild in the central Rocky Mountains. Its many cultivated varieties tend to be bluer in color than the wild ones.

Also called Colorado blue spruce
 , Colorado spruce
 . [
Picea pungens

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













blue star





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 denoting a relative of a person serving in the armed forces during wartime




•
 
I'm a blue star mother




•
 
blue star families.

















– origin

 World War I: with reference to the blue stars displayed on flags to commemorate those serving in the armed forces.






blue state





I.
 
noun




a US state that predominantly votes for or supports the Democratic Party.

Compare with red state
 .











– origin

 from the typical color used to represent the Democratic Party on maps during elections.





bluestem

 
/ˈblo͞ostem/






noun




a coarse North American prairie grass with bluish leaf sheaths, often cultivated as forage.

[Genus 
Andropogon

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













bluestocking

 
/ˈblo͞oˌstäkiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 an intellectual or literary woman.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: originally used to describe a man wearing blue worsted (instead of formal black silk) stockings; extended to mean ‘in informal dress’ Later the term denoted a person who attended the literary assemblies held (
c.

 1750) by three London society ladies, where some of the men favored less formal dress. The women who attended became known as 
blue-stocking ladies

 or 
blue-stockingers

 .





bluestone

 
/ˈblo͞ostōn/






noun



1.
 
any of various bluish or gray building stones.




2.
 
any of the smaller stones made of dolerite found in the inner part of Stonehenge.













bluesy

 
/ˈblo͞ozē/






adjective




of, resembling, or in the style of blues music




•
 
bluesy guitar riffs




•
 
the music has gotten warmer and bluesier.



















bluet

 
/ˈblo͞oət/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing North American plant of the bedstraw family, with small four-petaled flowers and paired leaves. Bluets often grow in large groups.

[Genus 
Houstonia

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species, esp. 
H. caerulea

 , with milky-blue or white flowers, and 
long-leaved bluets

 (
H. longifolia

 ), with white or lavender flowers.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
bleu

 ‘blue.’





bluethroat

 
/ˈblo͞oTHrōt/






noun




a small, lively thrush found in northern Eurasia and Alaska. The male has a blue throat with a reddish spot in the center.

[
Luscinia svecica

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]













blue tit

 
/ˌblo͞o ˈtit/






noun




a small titmouse with a blue cap, greenish-blue back, and yellow underparts, widespread in Eurasia and northwestern Africa.

[
Parus caeruleus

 , family 
Paridae

 .]













blue-tongued skink

 
blue-tongued lizard






noun




a heavily built Australian skink with a large head, short limbs, and a blue tongue, which is displayed in defense.

[Genus 
Tiliqua

 , family 
Scincidae

 : several species, in particular 
T. scincoides

 , which is commonly kept as a pet.]













Bluetooth

 
/ˈblo͞oto͞oTH/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a standard for the short-range wireless interconnection of mobile phones, computers, and other electronic devices.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a photograph or other piece of data) from one electronic device to another via Bluetooth




•
 
I just Bluetoothed a batch of pics from my phone to here.

















– origin

 1990s: said to be named after King Harald 
Bluetooth

 (910–985), credited with uniting Denmark and Norway, as Bluetooth technology unifies the telecommunications and computing industries.





blue vitriol






noun






‹archaic›

 crystalline copper sulfate.













blue-water

 
/blo͞oˈwôdər/






adjective




relating to or associated with the open sea; oceangoing




•
 
a blue-water navy.



















blueweed

 
/ˈblo͞owēd/






noun




another term for viper's bugloss
 .













blue whale

 
/blo͞o (h)wāl/






noun




a migratory, mottled bluish-gray rorqual, found in all oceans of the world. Known to grow as long as 110 feet (33 m) and weigh as much as 150 tons (136,000 kg), it is the largest animal ever to inhabit the earth.

[
Balaenoptera musculus

 , family 
Balaenopteridae

 .]














bluff1


 
/bləf/





I.
 
noun




an attempt to deceive someone into believing that one can or will do something




•
 
the offer was denounced as a bluff




•
 
his game of bluff.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try to deceive someone as to one's abilities or intentions




•
 
he's been bluffing all along




•
 
he 
bluffed his way

 onto an Antarctic supply vessel




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the object is to 
bluff

 your opponent 
into

 submission.










2.
 
(in a card game) bet heavily on a weak hand in order to deceive opponents.








III.
 
phrases





call someone's bluff






challenge someone thought to be bluffing




•
 
she was tempted to call his bluff, hardly believing he'd carry out his threat.


















IV.
 
derivatives





bluffer

 
/ˈbləfər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘blindfold, hoodwink’): from Dutch 
bluffen

 ‘brag,’ or 
bluf

 ‘bragging.’ The current sense (originally US, mid 19th cent.) originally referred to bluffing in the game of poker.





bluff2


 
/bləf/





I.
 
adjective




direct in speech or behavior but in a good-natured way




•
 
a big, bluff, hearty man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bluffly






adverb













2.
 
bluffness

 
/ˈbləfnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘surly, abrupt in manner’): figurative use of bluff
 3
 . The current positive connotation dates from the early 19th cent.






bluff3


 
/bləf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a steep cliff, bank, or promontory.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 a grove or clump of trees.








II.
 
adjective




(of a cliff or a ship's bow) having a vertical or steep broad front.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective, originally in nautical use): of unknown origin. The Canadian sense dates from the mid 18th cent.






bluing

 
/ˈblo͞oiNG /

 
blueing






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 blue powder used to preserve the whiteness of laundry.




2.
 
a grayish-blue finish on metal produced by heating.













bluish

 
/ˈblo͞oiSH /

 
blueish






adjective




having a blue tinge; somewhat blue.













Blum, Léon

 
/ˈblo͞om/






(1872–1950), French statesman; prime minister 1936–37, 1938, and 1946–47. As France's first socialist and Jewish prime minister, Blum introduced significant labor reforms.









Blume, Judy

 
/blo͞om/






(1938–), US author, mostly of fiction for young adults; full name 
Judith Sussman Blume

 . Her works include 
Are You There, God? It's Me, Margaret

 (1970), 
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

 (1972), 
Forever …

 (1975), and, for adults, 
Wifey

 (1978) and 
Summer Sisters

 (1998).









Blumenbach, Johann Friedrich

 
/ˈblo͞omənˌbäKH/






(1752–1840), German physiologist and anatomist. He is regarded as the founder of physical anthropology, although his approach has since been much modified. He classified modern human beings into five broad categories (Caucasian, Mongoloid, Malayan, Ethiopian, and American), based mainly on cranial measurements.










blunder

 
/ˈbləndər/





I.
 
noun




a stupid or careless mistake.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a stupid or careless mistake; act or speak clumsily




•
 
the mayor and the City Council have blundered in an ill-advised campaign




•
 
I 
blundered on

 in my explanation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blundering

 )
 
blundering actors.










2.
 
move clumsily or as if unable to see




•
 
we were blundering around in the darkness.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
blunderer

 
/ˈblənd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
blunderingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to blind
 .





blunderbuss

 
/ˈbləndərˌbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a short-barreled large-bored gun with a flared muzzle, used at short range.




2.
 
an action or way of doing something regarded as lacking in subtlety and precision




•
 
economists resort too quickly to the blunderbuss of regulation.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration (by association with blunder
 ) of Dutch 
donderbus

 , literally ‘thunder gun.’





blunge

 
/blənj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mix (clay or other materials) with water in a revolving apparatus for use in ceramics.








II.
 
derivatives





blunger






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: blend of blend
 and plunge
 .





blunt

 
/blənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a knife, pencil, etc.) having a worn-down edge or point; not sharp




•
 
a blunt knife.










2.
 
having a flat or rounded end




•
 
the blunt tip of the leaf.










3.
 
(of a person or remark) uncompromisingly forthright




•
 
he is as blunt as a kick in the shins




•
 
a blunt statement of fact.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a hollowed-out cigar filled with marijuana.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become less sharp


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
wood can blunt your ax




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the edge may blunt very rapidly.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — weaken or reduce (something)




•
 
their determination had been blunted.














IV.
 
derivatives





bluntness

 
/ˈbləntnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘dull, insensitive’): perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Old Norse 
blunda

 ‘shut the eyes.’





Blunt, Anthony

 
/blənt/






(1907–83), British art historian, foreign office official, and Soviet spy; full name 
Anthony Frederick Blunt

 .









blunt instrument






noun



1.
 
a heavy object without a sharp edge or point, used as a weapon.




2.
 
an imprecise or heavy-handed way of doing something




•
 
as a promotional method, direct mail has been a blunt instrument.



















bluntly

 
/ˈblən(t)lē/






adverb




in an uncompromisingly forthright way




•
 
a colleague bluntly told him that he had no business asking for the status report




•
 
to put it bluntly, investors are suffering from a crisis.



















blur

 
/blər/





I.
 
verb




make or become unclear or less distinct


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
tears blurred her vision




•
 
his novels blur the boundaries between criticism and fiction




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
as daylight waned, the pages blurred.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that cannot be seen or heard clearly




•
 
the pale blur of her face




•
 
the words were a blur.










2.
 
an indistinct memory or impression of events, typically because they happened very fast




•
 
the day before was a blur.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘smear that partially obscures something’): perhaps related to blear
 .





Blu-ray

 
/ˈblo͞oˌrā/





I.
 
noun




a format of DVD designed for the storage of high-definition video and data.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
blu

 , a respelling of blue
 (from the color of the laser used to read and write this type of DVD), + ray
 1
 .





blurb

 
/blərb/





I.
 
noun




a short description of a book, movie, or other product written for promotional purposes and appearing on the cover of a book or in an advertisement.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 write or contribute a blurb for (a book, movie, or other product).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined by Gelett Burgess (died 1951), American humorist.





blurred

 
/blərd/






adjective



1.
 
unable to see or be seen clearly




•
 
blurred vision




•
 
the camera caught only two blurred images.










2.
 
not clear or distinct; hazy




•
 
the blurred distinctions between childhood and adulthood.



















blurriness

 
/ˈblərēnəs/






noun




the quality of being unclear or indistinct




•
 
my apologies for the blurriness of the photo




•
 
he was suffering slight blurriness of vision.



















blurry

 
/ˈblərē/






adjective



1.
 
not clearly or distinctly visible or audible




•
 
video projectors provided extremely blurry images.










2.
 
unable to perceive clear or sharp images




•
 
vision may be hazy or blurry for a few days after surgery




•
 
their eyes were blurry with tears.










3.
 
perceived or remembered indistinctly




•
 
there's a very blurry line between art and advertising




•
 
my memories of him are blurry at best.



















blurt

 
/blərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say (something) suddenly and without careful consideration




•
 
she wouldn't 
blurt out

 words she did not mean




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“It wasn't my idea,” Gordon blurted.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably imitative.






blush

 
/bləSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
develop a pink tinge in the face from embarrassment or shame




•
 
she blushed at the unexpected compliment




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
Kate felt herself blushing scarlet.










2.
 
feel embarrassed or ashamed


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he blushed to think of how he'd paraded himself.










3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
blushing

 )
 — (of a flower or other thing) be or become pink or pale red




•
 
the trees are loaded with blushing blossoms.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a reddening of the face as a sign of embarrassment or shame




•
 
he had brought a faint blush to her cheeks.










2.
 
a pink or pale red tinge




•
 
the roses were white with a lovely pink blush.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for blusher
 (
sense

 1).




4.
 
(also 
blush wine

 )
 — a wine with a slight pink tint made in the manner of white wine but from red grape varieties.








III.
 
phrases





at first blush






at the first glimpse or impression.















– origin

 Old English 
blyscan

 ; related to modern Dutch 
blozen

 .





blusher

 
/ˈbləSHər/






noun



1.
 
a cosmetic of a powder or cream consistency used to give a warm color to the cheeks.

Also called blush
 .




2.
 
(
the blusher

 )
 — a woodland toadstool that has a buff cap bearing fluffy white spots and white flesh that turns pink when bruised or cut. It is native to both Eurasia and North America.

[
Amanita rubescens

 , family 
Amanitaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]













blushing bride






noun






‹humorous›

 a modest and virtuous bride




•
 
on the big day the blushing bride looked absolutely stunning.



















bluster

 
/ˈbləstər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk in a loud, aggressive, or indignant way with little effect




•
 
you threaten and bluster, but won't carry it through




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I don't care what he says,” I blustered




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blustering

 )
 
a blustering bully.










2.
 
(of a storm, wind, or rain) blow or beat fiercely and noisily




•
 
a winter gale blustered against the sides of the house




•
 (as 
adj.

 
blustering

 )
 
the blustering wind.














II.
 
noun




loud, aggressive, or indignant talk with little effect




•
 
their threats contained a measure of bluster.














III.
 
derivatives





blusterer

 
/ˈbləst(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: ultimately imitative.





blustery

 
/ˈbləstərē/






adjective



1.
 
(of weather or a period of time) characterized by strong winds




•
 
a gusty, blustery day.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing in strong gusts.













blvd.






abbreviation




boulevard.













Bly, Nellie

 
/blī/






(1867–1922), US journalist and social reformer; pseudonym of 
Elizabeth Jane Cochrane

 . As a reporter for the 
Pittsburgh Dispatch

 , she wrote about child labor and unsafe working conditions in factories.









B lymphocyte






noun






[Physiology]

 another term for B cell
 .













Blytheville

 
/ˈblīT͟Hvil/






a city in northeastern Arkansas; pop. 16,105 (est. 2008).









Blyton, Enid

 
/ˈblītn/






(1897–1968), British writer of children's fiction. Her best-known creation was the character Noddy, who first appeared in 1949. Her books for older children included the series of the 
Famous Five

 and 
Secret Seven

 adventure stories.









BM

 
/ˈˌbē ˈem/






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Medicine.




2.
 
Bachelor of Music.




3.
 
bowel movement.




4.
 
basal metabolism.




5.
 
board measure.




6.
 
black male.




7.
 
British Museum.













BME






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 black and minority ethnic (used to refer to members of nonwhite communities in the UK)




•
 
the research was based on focus groups of BME mothers of children under five.



















BMI






abbreviation




body mass index.













BMOC






abbreviation




big man on campus.














B-movie

 
/ˈbē ˌmo͞ovē/






noun




a low-budget movie, especially (formerly) one made for use as a companion to the main attraction in a double feature


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a B-movie actress.



















BMR






abbreviation




basal metabolic rate.













BMus






abbreviation




Bachelor of Music.













BMX

 
/ˌbē ˌem ˈeks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
organized bicycle racing on a dirt track, especially for youngsters


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a BMX track.










2.
 
a kind of bicycle designed to be used for organized racing on a dirt track.











– origin

 1970s: from the initial letters of 
bicycle motocross

 , with 
X

 standing for 
cross

 .





bn






noun




short for billion
 .













Bn.






abbreviation



1.
 
Baron.




2.
 
Battalion.













B'nai B'rith

 
/bəˌnā ˈbriTH/





I.
 
a Jewish organization founded in New York in 1843. It pursues educational, humanitarian, and cultural activities and attempts to safeguard the rights and interests of Jews around the world.







– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘sons of the covenant.’





BO

 
/ˌbēˈō/






abbreviation



1.
 


‹informal›

 body odor.




2.
 
best offer.




3.
 
box office.




4.
 
back order.




5.
 
(also 
B/O

 or 
b/o

 )
 — (in bookkeeping) brought over.













b.o.






abbreviation




best offer.













boa

 
/ˈbōə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a constrictor snake that bears live young and may reach great size, native to America, Africa, Asia, and some Pacific islands.

[Family 
Boidae

 , several genera and numerous species. See also boa constrictor
 .]




2.
 
any snake that is a constrictor.




3.
 
(also 
feather boa

 )
 — a long, thin decorative scarf or stole made of feathers or a similar material




•
 
a sequined ballgown and feather boa.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin (mentioned in the writings of Pliny), of unknown ultimate origin.






boa constrictor

 
/ˈbōə kənˌstriktər/






noun




a large and typically boldly marked snake that kills by coiling around its prey and asphyxiating it, native to tropical America.

[
Boa constrictor

 , family 
Boidae

 .]













boar

 
/bôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
wild boar

 )
 — a tusked Eurasian wild pig from which domestic pigs are descended.

[
Sus scrofa

 , family 
Suidae

 .]




2.
 
the flesh of the wild boar as food.




3.
 
an uncastrated domestic male pig.




4.
 
the full-grown male of certain other animals, especially a badger, guinea pig, or hedgehog.











– origin

 Old English 
bār

 ; related to Dutch 
beer

 and German 
Bär

 .






board

 
/bôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thin, flat piece of wood or other hard material, used for floors or other building purposes




•
 
loose boards creaked as I walked on them




•
 
sections of board.










2.
 
(
the boards

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the stage of a theater.




3.
 
a thin, flat, rectangular piece of wood or other stiff material used for various purposes, in particular




4.
 
a vertical surface on which to write or pin notices.




5.
 
a horizontal surface on which to cut things, play games, or perform other activities.




6.
 
a flat insulating sheet used as a mounting for an electronic circuit




•
 
a graphics board.










7.
 
the piece of equipment on which a person stands in surfing, skateboarding, snowboarding, and certain other sports.




8.
 
(
boards

 )
 — the wooden structure surrounding an ice-hockey rink.




9.
 
(usu. 
boards

 )
 — 

[Basketball]

 informal term for backboard
 , referring specifically to rebounding:




•
 
the absence of center David Robinson to dominate 
on the boards

 .










10.
 
(
boards

 )
 — pieces of thick stiff cardboard or, originally, wood used for book covers.




11.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group of people constituted as the decision-making body of an organization




•
 
he sits on the board of directors




•
 [in 
names

 ]
 
the Federal Reserve Board




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a board meeting.










12.
 
the provision of regular meals when one stays somewhere, in return for payment or services




•
 
your 
room and board

 will be free.










13.
 


‹archaic›

 a table set for a meal.




14.
 


[Sailing]

 a distance covered by a vessel in a single tack.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get on or into (a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle)




•
 
we boarded the plane for Oslo




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they would not be able to board without a ticket.










2.
 
(
be boarding

 )
 — (of an aircraft) be ready for passengers to embark




•
 
flight 172 to Istanbul is now boarding at gate 37.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — live and receive regular meals in a house in return for payment or services




•
 
the cousins boarded for a while with Ruby.










4.
 
(of a student) live at school during the semester in return for payment.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (a person or animal) with regular meals and somewhere to live in return for payment




•
 
dogs may have to be 
boarded at

 kennels.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
board something up

 )
 — cover or seal a window, storefront, or other structure with pieces of wood




•
 
the shop was still boarded up.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — ride on a snowboard.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go by the board






(of something planned or previously upheld) be abandoned, rejected, or ignored




•
 
my education just went by the board.







[earlier in nautical use meaning ‘fall overboard,’ used of a mast falling past the 
board

 , i.e., the side of the ship.]









2.
 
on board





a.
 
on or in a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle.




b.
 


‹informal›

 onto a team or group as a member




•
 
the need to bring on board a young manager.










c.
 


‹informal›

 (of a jockey) riding.




d.
 


[Baseball]

 on base.









3.
 
take something on board








‹informal›

 fully consider or assimilate a new idea or situation




•
 
we've got to take accusations of sexism on board.















4.
 
tread the boards








‹informal›

 appear on stage as an actor.















– origin

 Old English 
bord

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boord

 and German 
Bort

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
bort

 ‘edge, ship's side’ and Old Norse 
borth

 ‘board, table.’





board book






noun




a book for very small children, with the pages pasted to heavy cardboard




•
 
my daughter loves to cuddle up with Mommy reading board books.



















board certification






noun




the process of examining and certifying the qualifications of a physician or other professional by a board of specialists in the field.













board-certified






adjective




having satisfied the requirements for board certification.













boarded

 
/ˈbôrdəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a floor, roof, or other structure) built with pieces of wood.




2.
 
(of a window, storefront, or other structure) covered or sealed with pieces of wood.













boarder

 
/ˈbôrdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who receives regular meals when staying somewhere, in return for payment or services.




2.
 
a student who lives at school during the semester in return for payment.




3.
 
a person who boards a ship during or after an attack.




4.
 
a person who takes part in a sport using a board, such as surfing or snowboarding.














boardercross

 
/ˈbôrdərˌkrôs/





I.
 
noun




a snowboarding contest for four to six competitors on a winding, undulating course that includes jumps




•
 
the big appeal of boardercross for many is racing against others.







Also called snowboard cross
 .











– origin

 1990s: from boarder
 (
sense

 3) + 
-cross

 (as in motocross
 ).





board foot






noun




a unit of volume for timber equal to 144 cubic inches, notionally twelve inches by twelve inches by one inch.













board game

 
/ˈbô(ə)rd ˌɡām/






noun




any game played on a board, especially one that involves the movement of pieces on the board, such as chess or checkers.













boarding

 
/ˈbôrdiNG/






noun



1.
 
long, flat, thin pieces of wood used to build or cover something.




2.
 
the procedure according to which students live at school during the semester in return for payment.




3.
 
the action of getting on or into a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle.













boarding house






noun




a house providing food and lodging for paying guests.













boarding kennel






noun




a place in which dogs are kept and fed, typically while their owners are on vacation.













boarding pass

 
boarding card






noun




a pass for boarding an aircraft, given to a passenger when the ticket is issued or upon check-in at the airport.













boarding school

 
/ˈbôrdiNG ˌsko͞ol/






noun




a school where students reside during the semester.













board of education






noun




a body of officials elected or appointed to oversee a local or statewide school system or systems.

Compare with school board
 .













Board of Trade






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for chamber of commerce
 .




2.
 
(also 
Chicago Board of Trade

 )
 — the Chicago futures exchange.




3.
 
(
Board of Trade

 )
 — a now nominal British government department within the Department of Trade and Industry concerned with commerce and industry.













boardroom

 
/ˈbôrdˌro͞om ˈbôrdˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
a room in which the members of a board meet regularly.




2.
 
the directors of a company or organization considered collectively.













boardsailing

 
/ˈbôrdˌsāliNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for windsurfing
 .








II.
 
derivatives





boardsailor

 
/-ˌsālər /






noun





















board shorts






plural noun




long shorts of a kind originally worn by surfers.













boardslide

 
/ˈbôrdslīd/






noun




(in skateboarding and snowboarding) a maneuver in which the board slides along a rail, ledge, edge of a ramp, etc., on the flat part of its underside between the trucks.













boardwalk

 
/ˈbôrdwôk/






noun



1.
 
a wooden walkway across sand or marshy ground.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a promenade along a beach or waterfront, typically made of wood.













Boas, Franz

 
/ˈbōˌaz/






(1858–1942), US anthropologist; born in Germany. A pioneer of modern anthropology, he developed the linguistic and cultural components of ethnology. His most notable work was 
Race, Language, and Culture

 (1940).









boast1


 
/bōst/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — talk with excessive pride and self-satisfaction about one's achievements, possessions, or abilities


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
Ted used to boast, “I manage ten people”




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he boasted that he had taken part in the crime




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
boasted about

 her many conquests.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person, place, or thing) possess (a feature that is a source of pride)




•
 
the hotel boasts high standards of comfort.














II.
 
noun




an act of talking with excessive pride and self-satisfaction




•
 
I said I would score, and it wasn't an idle boast.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boaster

 
/ˈbōstər /






noun













2.
 
boastingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): of unknown origin.





boast2


 
/bōst/





I.
 
noun




(in squash) a stroke in which the ball is made to hit one of the sidewalls before hitting the front wall.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from French 
bosse

 denoting a rounded projection in the wall of a court for court tennis.





boastful

 
/ˈbōs(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




showing excessive pride and self-satisfaction in one's achievements, possessions, or abilities.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boastfully

 
/ˈbōs(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
boastfulness

 
/ˈbōs(t)fəlnəs /






noun






















boat

 
/bōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small vessel propelled on water by oars, sails, or an engine




•
 
a fishing boat




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a boat trip.










2.
 
(in general use) a ship of any size.




3.
 
a serving dish in the shape of a boat




•
 
a gravy boat.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel or go in a boat for pleasure




•
 
they boated through fjords




•
 (as 
noun

 
boating

 )
 
she likes to 
go boating

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transport (someone or something) in a boat in a specified direction




•
 
they boated the timber down the lake.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an angler) bring a caught fish into a boat.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in the same boat








‹informal›

 be in the same unfortunate circumstances as others.









2.
 
miss the boat






see miss
 1
 .









3.
 
off the boat








‹offensive›

 recently arrived from a foreign country, and by implication naive or an outsider




•
 
what are you, fresh off the boat?















4.
 
rock the boat








‹informal›

 say or do something to disturb an existing situation.












IV.
 
derivatives





boatful

 
/ˈbōtˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bāt

 , of Germanic origin.





boatbill

 
/ˈbōtˌbil/






noun




a small Central and South American heron with a broad, flattened bill and a prominent black crest.

[
Cochlearius cochlearius

 , family 
Ardeidae

 .]













boatbuilding

 
/ˈbōtˌbildiNG/





I.
 
noun




the occupation or industry of building boats.








II.
 
derivatives





boatbuilder

 
/ˈbōtˌbildər /






noun





















boat deck

 
/ˈbōt ˌdek/






noun




the deck from which a ship's lifeboats are launched.













boatel

 
/bōˈtel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a waterside hotel with facilities for mooring boats.




2.
 
a ship moored at a wharf and used as a hotel.











– origin

 1950s: blend of boat
 and hotel
 .





boater

 
/ˈbōdər/






noun



1.
 
a flat-topped hardened straw hat with a brim.

[so named because originally worn while boating.]




2.
 
a person who uses or travels in a boat for pleasure.













boathook

 
/ˈbōtho͝ok/






noun




a long pole with a hook and a spike at one end, used for fending off or pulling a boat.













boathouse

 
/ˈbōtˌhous/






noun




a shed at the edge of a river or lake used for housing boats.













boating

 
/ˈbōdiNG/






noun




rowing or sailing in boats as a sport or form of recreation.













boatload

 
/ˈbōtˌlōd/






noun



1.
 
a number of passengers or amount of cargo that will fill a ship or boat




•
 
a 
boatload of

 coal.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a large amount




•
 
a 
boatload of

 new regulations




•
 
the festival brought together a 
boatload of

 guitarists from all corners of the world.



















boatman

 
/ˈbōtmən/






noun




a person who rents out or works on boats.













boat neck

 
boatneck





I.
 
noun




a type of wide neckline on a garment that passes just below the collarbone.











– origin

 from its shape.





boat people

 
/ˈbōt ˌpēpəl/






plural noun




refugees who have left a country by sea, in particular the Vietnamese who fled in small boats to Hong Kong, Australia, and elsewhere after the conquest of South Vietnam by North Vietnam in 1975.














boat shoe






noun




a flat canvas or leather shoe with rubber soles to provide good traction on boat decks.

Also called deck shoe
 .














boatswain

 
/ˈbōs(ə)n /

 
bo'sun
 , bosun





I.
 
noun




a ship's officer in charge of equipment and the crew.











– origin

 late Old English 
bātswegen

 (see boat
 , swain
 ).





boatswain's chair






noun




a seat suspended from ropes, used in rescues and for work on the body or masts of a ship or the face of a building.













boat train

 
/ˈbōt ˌtrān/






noun




a train scheduled to connect with the arrival or departure of a boat.













boatyard

 
/ˈbōtˌyärd/






noun




a place where boats are built, repaired, or stored.













Boa Vista

 
/ˌbōə ˈvistə/






a town in northern Brazil; pop. 249,853 (2007).










bob1


 
/bäb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a thing) make a quick short movement up and down




•
 
I could see his red head bobbing around




•
 
the boat bobbed up and down.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to make a quick short movement up and down




•
 
she bobbed her head.










3.
 
make a sudden move in a particular direction so as to appear or disappear




•
 
a lady 
bobbed up

 from beneath the counter.










4.
 
move up and down briefly in a curtsy.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a movement up and down




•
 
she could only manage a slight bob of her head.










2.
 
another term for bobber
 .




3.
 
a curtsy.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bob and weave






make rapid bodily movements up and down and from side to side, for example as an evasive tactic by a boxer.









2.
 
bob for apples






try to catch floating or hanging apples with one's mouth alone, as a game.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






bob2


 
/bäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style in which the hair is cut short and evenly all around so that it hangs above the shoulders.




2.
 
a weight on a pendulum, plumb line, or kite-tail.




3.
 
a bobsled.




4.
 
a short line at or near the end of a stanza.




5.
 
a horse's tail docked short.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
bobbed

 )
 — cut (someone's hair) in a bob




•
 
she tied a headscarf over her bobbed brown hair.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — ride on a bobsled.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a bunch or cluster): of unknown origin.





bob3


 
/bäb /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shilling.




2.
 
used with reference to a moderately large but unspecified amount of money




•
 
those vases are worth a few bob.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





bob4


 
/bäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a change of order in bell-ringing.




2.
 
used in names of change-ringing methods




•
 
plain bob




•
 
bob minor.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps connected with bob
 1
 in the noun sense ‘sudden movement up and down.’






boba tea






noun




another term for bubble tea
 .














bobber

 
/ˈbäbər/






noun




a small float placed on a fishing line to hold the hook at the desired depth.














bobbin

 
/ˈbäbin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylinder or cone holding thread, yarn, or wire, used especially in weaving, machine sewing, and lacemaking.




2.
 
a spool or reel.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
bobine

 , of unknown origin.





bobbinet

 
/ˌbäbəˈnet/





I.
 
noun




machine-made cotton net (imitating lace made with bobbins on a pillow).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bobbin
 + net
 1
 .





bobbin lace

 
/ˈbäbin ˌlās/






noun




lace made by hand with thread wound on bobbins.













bobble1


 
/ˈbäbəl/





I.
 
noun




a small ball made of strands of wool used as a decoration on a hat or on furnishings.








II.
 
derivatives





bobbly

 
/ˈbäb(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: diminutive of bob
 2
 .





bobble2


 
/ˈbäbəl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 mishandle (a ball)




•
 
Andy bobbled the ball, so his throw home was too late.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with an irregular bouncing motion




•
 
the glare of the snow made the landscape bobble.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a mishandling of a ball




•
 
a once-a-season bobble by Jordan en route to a breakaway jam.










2.
 
an irregular bouncing motion.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: frequentative of bob
 1
 .





bobble hat






noun






(Brit.)

 a close-fitting knitted hat with a pom-pom at the top




•
 
he was never without his striped top, bobble hat, walking stick, and glasses.



















bobblehead

 
/ˈbäbəlˌhed /

 
bobblehead doll





I.
 
noun




a figurine with a disproportionately large head mounted on a spring so that it bobs up and down, often made as a caricature of a famous person.








II.
 
derivatives





bobble-headed






adjective





















Bobbsey twins

 
/ˈbäbzē ˌtwinz/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a name for two people who are often seen together or who look and act alike.











– origin

 From the characters in a long-running series of children's books (1904–1992), written under the pen name Laura Lee Hope.





bobby

 
/ˈbäbē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a police officer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: nickname for 
Robert

 , given name of Sir Robert Peel, Sir Robert
 .





bobby pin

 
/ˈbäbē pin/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a kind of sprung hairpin or small clip.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix (hair) in place with a bobby pin.











– origin

 1930s: from bob
 2
 (because bobby pins were originally used with bobbed hair) + -y
 2
 .





bobby socks

 
/ˈbäbē säks /

 
bobby sox





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 short socks reaching just above the ankle (used chiefly in the 1940s and 1950s to refer to the socks worn by teenage girls).











– origin

 1940s: compare with bob
 2
 in the sense ‘cut short.’





bobby-soxer

 
/ˈbäbē ˌsäksər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an adolescent girl.













bobcat

 
/ˈbäbˌkat/





I.
 
noun




a small North American cat species with a barred and spotted coat and a short tail.

[
Lynx rufus

 , family 
Felidae

 . Compare with lynx
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bob
 2
 (with reference to its short tail) + cat
 1
 .





Bobo-Dioulasso

 
/ˌbōbōdyo͞oˈläsō/






a commercial and industrial city in southwestern Burkina Faso; pop. 483,800 (est. 2009). It is an agricultural market and rail center.









bobolink

 
/ˈbäbəˌliNGk/





I.
 
noun




a North American songbird of the American blackbird family, with a finchlike bill. The male has black, buff, and white plumage.

[
Dolichonyx oryzivorus

 , family 
Icteridae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally 
Bob o'Lincoln

 , 
Bob Lincoln

 ): imitative of its call.






bobsled

 
/ˈbäbˌsled/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mechanically steered and braked sled, typically manned by crews of two or four, used for racing down a steep ice-covered run with banked curves.








II.
 
verb




ride on a bobsled.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally denoting a sled made of two short sleds coupled together and used for hauling logs): from bob
 2
 in the sense ‘short’ + sled
 .





bobsledding

 
/ˈbäbˌslediNG/






noun




riding in a bobsled, especially as a winter sport.













bobsleigh

 
/ˈbäbˌslā/






noun




another term for bobsled
 .













bobstay

 
/ˈbäbstā/





I.
 
noun




a rope used to hold down the bowsprit of a ship against the upward pull of the forestay.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably from bob
 1
 + stay
 2
 .





bobtail

 
/ˈbäbˌtāl/





I.
 
noun




a docked tail of a horse or dog.








II.
 
adjective




cut short; abbreviated




•
 
the bobtailed 1995 baseball season.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from bob
 2
 + tail
 1
 . It was originally recorded as a humorous term for a kind of broad-headed arrow, probably because it looked as though it had been cut short.





bob weight






noun




a component used as a counterweight to a moving part in a machine.













bobwhite

 
/ˈbäbˌ(h)wīt /

 
bobwhite quail





I.
 
noun




a New World quail with mottled reddish-brown plumage, and typically a pale throat and eyestripe.

[Genus 
Colinus

 , family 
Phasianidae

 : two species, in particular the 
northern bobwhite

 (
C. virginianus

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





bocaccio

 
/bōˈkäCH(ē)ō/





I.
 
noun




an edible rockfish, of particular commercial importance in California.

[
Sebastes paucispinis

 , family 
Scorpaenidae

 .]











– origin

 ultimately from American Spanish 
bocacho

 ‘big-mouth(ed).’






bocage

 
/bōˈkäZH/





I.
 
noun




(in France) pastureland divided into small hedged fields interspersed with groves of trees.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Old French 
boscage

 (see boscage
 ).





Boca Raton

 
/ˌbōkə rəˈtōn/






a city and resort in southeastern Florida, on the Atlantic Ocean, north of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 85,670 (est. 2008).









Boccaccio, Giovanni

 
/bəˈkäCHēˌō/






(1313–75), Italian writer, poet, and humanist. He is most noted for the 
Decameron

 (1348–58), a collection of 100 tales told by ten young people living in the country in order to escape the Black Death.










bocce

 
/ˈbäCHē /

 
boccie
 , bocci





I.
 
noun




an Italian game similar to lawn bowling but played on a shorter, narrower green.











– origin

 Italian, ‘bowls,’ plural of 
boccia

 ‘ball.’





Boccherini, Luigi

 
/ˌbäkəˈrēnē, ˌbōkə-/






(1743–1805), Italian composer and cellist.









boccia

 
/ˈbäCHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game similar to bocce, played by competitors who have a physical disability that requires the use of a wheelchair




•
 
youngsters from special schools in the area will also take part in boccia.










2.
 
variant spelling of bocce
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
there are tennis courts, bowling alleys, boccia lanes, and a golf course.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘ball.’





bocconcini

 
/ˌbäkənˈCHēnē/





I.
 
plural noun




small balls of mozzarella cheese.











– origin

 Italian.





Boche

 
/ˈbôSH /

 

‹dated, offensive›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a German, especially a soldier.




2.
 
(
the Boche

 )
 — Germans, especially German soldiers, considered collectively.








II.
 
adjective




German.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French soldiers' slang, originally in the sense ‘rascal,’ later used in World War I meaning ‘German.’





Bochum

 
/ˈbōKHo͝om, ˈbōkəm/






an industrial city in the Ruhr valley, in North Rhine–Westphalia, Germany; pop. 383,700 (est. 2006).









bock

 
/bäk /

 
bock beer





I.
 
noun




a strong dark beer brewed in the fall and drunk in the spring.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French from an abbreviation of German 
Eimbockbier

 ‘beer from 
Einbeck

 ,’ a town in Hanover.





bod

 
/bäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a body or physique




•
 
shake your bod




•
 
Roger was proud of his bod.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person




•
 
some clever bod wrote a song about them.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally Scots): abbreviation of body
 .





BOD






abbreviation




biochemical oxygen demand.













bodacious

 
/ˌbōˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 excellent, admirable, or attractive




•
 
the restaurant serves bodacious grilled lobster.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
(US)

 audacious in a way considered admirable




•
 
those bodacious dudes have an excellent time playing games with death.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in sense ‘complete, thorough’): perhaps a variant of southwestern English dialect 
boldacious

 , blend of bold
 and audacious
 .





bode

 
/bōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
bode well/ill

 )


1.
 
be an omen of a particular outcome




•
 
their argument did not 
bode well for

 the future




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the 12 percent interest rate bodes dark days ahead for retailers.

















– origin

 Old English 
bodian

 ‘proclaim, foretell,’ from 
boda

 ‘messenger,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Bote

 , also to bid
 1
 .






bodega

 
/bōˈdāɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small grocery store, especially in a Spanish-speaking neighborhood.




2.
 
a wine shop or wine cellar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, via Latin from Greek 
apothēkē

 ‘storehouse.’ Compare with apothecary
 , boutique
 .






Bodensee

 
/ˈbōdnˌzā/






German name for Lake Constance (see Constance, Lake
 ).









Bodhgaya

 
/ˌbōdˈɡīə /

 
Bodh Gaya
 , Buddh Gaya






a village in the state of Bihar in northeastern India, where Buddha attained enlightenment.









bodhisattva

 
/ˌbōdiˈsätvə, -ˈsət- /

 
Bodhisattva





I.
 
noun




(in Mahayana Buddhism) a person who is able to reach nirvana but delays doing so out of compassion in order to save suffering beings.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Sanskrit, ‘a person whose essence is perfect knowledge,’ from 
bodhi-

 ‘perfect knowledge’ (from 
budh-

 ‘awaken’ [see Buddha
 ]) + 
sattva

 ‘being, essence.’





bodhrán

 
/ˈbôrən/





I.
 
noun




a shallow one-sided Irish drum typically played with a short two-headed drumstick.











– origin

 Irish.





bodice

 
/ˈbädəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a woman's dress (excluding sleeves) that is above the waist.




2.
 
a woman's vest, especially a laced vest worn as an outer garment.




3.
 
a woman's vestlike undergarment.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally 
bodies

 ): plural of body
 , retaining the original pronunciation. The term probably first denoted an undergarment, then known as a 
pair of bodice

 , although this sense is not recorded until the early 17th cent.





bodice-ripper

 
/ˈbädəs ˌripər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 a sexually explicit romantic novel or movie with a historical setting.








II.
 
derivatives





bodice-ripping






adjective





















bodied

 
/ˈbädēd/






adjective



1.
 
having a body or trunk, typically of a specified kind




•
 
we are bodied beings




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
crayfish are heavy bodied crustaceans




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the narrow bodied hangar.










2.
 
(of wine) having the specified quality of flavor




•
 
a medium bodied Cabernet.



















bodiless

 
/ˈbädēləs/






adjective



1.
 
lacking a body




•
 
a bodiless head.










2.
 
having no material existence; insubstantial




•
 
a sinister, bodiless voice.



















bodily

 
/ˈbädəlē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or concerning the body




•
 
children learn to control their bodily functions.










2.
 
material or actual as opposed to spiritual or incorporeal




•
 
the idea of angels taking human bodily form when they come to earth.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
by taking hold of a person's body, especially with force




•
 
he hauled her bodily from the van.










2.
 
with one's whole body and with great force




•
 
he launched himself bodily at the door.



















bodkin

 
/ˈbädkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blunt, thick needle with a large eye used especially for drawing tape or cord through a hem.




2.
 
a small pointed instrument used to pierce cloth or leather.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a long pin used for fastening hair.




4.
 


[Printing]

 
‹historical›

 a pointed tool used for removing pieces of metal type for correction.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps of Celtic origin and related to Irish 
bod

 , Welsh 
bidog

 , Scottish Gaelic 
biodag

 ‘dagger.’






Bodleian Library

 
/ˌbädlēən ˈlībrərē/






the main research library of Oxford University, and one of six copyright libraries in the UK.









Bodley, Sir Thomas

 
/ˈbädlē/






(1545–1613), English scholar and diplomat. He enlarged the Oxford University library, which was renamed the Bodleian in 1602.









Bodoni, Giambattista

 
/bōˈdōnē/






(1740–1813), Italian printer. He designed a typeface that is named after him.










body

 
/ˈbädē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the physical structure of a person or an animal, including the bones, flesh, and organs




•
 
it's important to keep your body in good condition




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
body temperature.










2.
 
the trunk apart from the head and the limbs




•
 
the blow almost severed his head from his body.










3.
 
a corpse




•
 
they found his body washed up on the beach.










4.
 
the physical and mortal aspect of a person as opposed to the soul or spirit




•
 
a duality of body and soul.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a person's body regarded as an object of sexual desire




•
 
he was just after her body.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person, often one of a specified type or character




•
 
a motherly body.










7.
 
the main section of a car or aircraft




•
 
the body of the aircraft was filled with smoke.










8.
 
the main or central part of something, especially a building or text




•
 
information that changes regularly is kept apart from the main 
body of

 the text.










9.
 
the part of an email containing the message, as opposed to information such as the subject and sender




•
 
put your name, address, and daytime phone number in the email's body.







Compare with header
 (
sense

 4).




10.
 
a large or substantial amount of something; a mass or collection of something




•
 
a rich 
body of

 Canadian folklore




•
 
large 
bodies of

 seawater.










11.
 
a group of people with a common purpose or function acting as an organized unit




•
 
a regulatory body




•
 
international bodies of experts.










12.
 
[often with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹technical›

 a distinct material object




•
 
the path taken by the falling body.










13.
 
a full or substantial quality of flavor in wine.




14.
 
fullness or thickness of a person's hair




•
 
designed to add body to limp and straight hair.










15.
 
(in pottery) a clay used for making the main part of ceramic ware, as distinct from a glaze.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
body something forth

 )
 — give material form to something abstract




•
 
he bodied forth the traditional Prussian remedy for all ills.










2.
 
build the bodywork of (a motor vehicle)




•
 
an era when automobiles were bodied over wooden frames.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
body and soul






involving every aspect of a person; completely




•
 
the company owned them body and soul.















2.
 
in a body






all together; as a group




•
 
they departed in a body.















3.
 
keep body and soul (or soul and body) together






stay alive, especially in difficult circumstances




•
 
do you think a man can keep body and soul together by selling coconuts?















4.
 
over my dead body








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that one opposes something and would do anything to prevent it from happening




•
 
she moves into our home over my dead body.





















– origin

 Old English 
bodig

 , of unknown origin.





body armor

 
/ˈbädē ˈärmər/






noun




clothing worn by military and police personnel to protect against gunfire.













body art

 
/ˈbädē ärt/






noun



1.
 
items of jewelry or clothing worn on the body and regarded as art.




2.
 
the practice of decorating the body by means of tattooing, piercing, plastic surgery, etc.




3.
 
an artistic movement originating in the 1970s in which the physical presence of the artist (or of a model) is regarded as an integral part of the work.













body bag

 
/ˈbädē ˌbaɡ/






noun




a bag used for carrying a corpse from a battlefield or the scene of an accident or crime.













body blow

 
/ˈbädē blō/






noun



1.
 
a heavy punch to the body.




2.
 
a severe disappointment or crushing setback




•
 
a tax on books would be a body blow for education.



















bodyboard

 
/ˈbädēˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a short light type of surfboard ridden in a prone position.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bodyboarder

 
/ˈbädēˌbôrdər /






noun













2.
 
bodyboarding

 
/ˈbädēˌbôrdiNG /






noun





















bodybuilder

 
/ˈbädēˌbildər/






noun



1.
 
a person who strengthens and enlarges the muscles of their body through strenuous exercise.




2.
 
a person or company that builds the bodies of vehicles.


[with 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he trained as a car bodybuilder.



















bodybuilding

 
/ˈbädēˌbildiNG/






noun




a sport involving strenuous physical exercise in order to strengthen and enlarge the muscles of the body




•
 
he developed a keen interest in bodybuilding




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bodybuilding contest.



















body burden






noun




the total amount of a particular chemical present in a human's or animal's body, typically a radioactive element or other toxic substance.




•
 
even people with typical exposures to the chemicals in the survey could face health risks from their body burden.




















body-centered

 
/ˈbädēˌsen(t)ərd/






adjective




denoting a crystal structure in which there is an atom at each vertex and at the center of the unit cell.

Compare with face-centered
 .













body check

 
/ˈbädē ˌCHek/





I.
 
noun




(in sports, especially ice hockey) a deliberate obstruction of an opponent by placing one's body in the way.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obstruct (a player) with a body check.













body clock

 
/ˈbädē kläk/






noun




a person's or animal's biological clock.













body color






noun




an opaque pigment.













body-con





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a very tight-fitting style of clothing




•
 
the approaching season is all about big earrings and body-con dresses.

















– origin

 1990s: shortening of 
body-conscious

 .





body corporate

 
/ˈbädē ˈkôrpəˌrāt/






noun




formal term for corporation
 .













body count






noun




a list or total of casualties.













body double

 
/ˈbädē ˈdəbəl/






noun




a stand-in for a movie actor used during stunt or nude scenes.













body dysmorphic disorder

 
BDD






noun




a psychological disorder in which a person becomes obsessed with imaginary defects in their appearance.













body English






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bodily action after throwing, hitting, or kicking a ball, intended as an attempt to influence the ball's trajectory




•
 
see him waving and using body English to try to keep the ball from going foul.



















body fascism





I.
 
noun




prejudice or discrimination based on a person's weight and appearance




•
 
there have also been complaints about gender discrimination and body fascism in elite sport.














II.
 
derivatives





body fascist






noun, adjective





















bodyguard

 
/ˈbädēˌɡärd/






noun




a person or group of people hired to escort and protect another person, especially a dignitary.













body image






noun




the subjective picture or mental image of one's own body.













bodykit

 
/ˈbädēˌkit /

 
body kit






noun




a packaged set of decorations and fittings for customizing a car or motorcycle body.













body language

 
/ˈbädē ˌlaNGɡwij/






noun




the process of communicating nonverbally through conscious or unconscious gestures and movements




•
 
his intent was clearly expressed in his body language.



















body lift






noun




a cosmetic surgical operation to remove or improve the appearance of loose skin or sagging flesh on various areas of the body.




•
 
the body lift is a more radical procedure than a traditional tummy tuck.



















body lotion






noun




a moisturizing lotion for the body




•
 
I smothered myself in scented body lotion.




















body louse






noun




a louse of a variety that infests the human body and is particularly prevalent where hygiene is poor. It can transmit several diseases through its bite, including typhus.

[
Pediculus humanus humanus

 , family 
Pediculidae

 , order 
Anoplura

 . See also head louse
 .]













body man






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a political leader's personal aide or assistant.













body mass index

 
BMI






noun




a weight-to-height ratio, calculated by dividing one's weight in kilograms by the square of one's height in meters and used as an indicator of obesity and underweight.













body mechanics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
exercises designed to improve posture, coordination, and stamina.













body odor

 
/ˈbädē ˈōdər/






noun




the smell of the human body, especially when unpleasant.













body piercing






noun




the piercing of holes in parts of the body other than the earlobes in order to insert rings or other decorative objects.













body politic

 
/ˈˌbädē ˈpälətik/






noun

 — (usu. 
the body politic

 )


1.
 
the people of a nation, state, or society considered collectively as an organized group of citizens.













body press






noun






[Wrestling]

 a move in which a wrestler uses their body weight to pin an opponent to the floor.













body scrub






noun



1.
 
an exfoliating cosmetic preparation, applied to the body to cleanse the skin.




2.
 
a type of beauty treatment in which the skin is cleaned and exfoliated.













body search

 
/ˈbädē sərCH/






noun




a search, typically conducted by customs officials or the police, of a person's body and clothing for illicit weapons, drugs, or other articles.













body shirt






noun



1.
 
a close-fitting woman's garment for the upper body that is closed at the crotch.




2.
 
a close-fitting blouse or shirt.













body shop

 
/ˈbädē ˌSHäp/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a garage where repairs to the bodies of vehicles are carried out.













bodyside

 
/ˈbädēsīd/






noun




the side of the body of a vehicle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bodyside panels.



















body slam






noun






[Wrestling]

 a move (illegal in some codes) in which the opponent's body is lifted and then thrown hard onto the floor.













bodysnatcher

 
/ˈbädēˌsnaCHər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a person who stole corpses from a graveyard for dissection, for which there was no legal provision until 1832.








II.
 
derivatives





bodysnatching

 
/ˈbädēˌsnaCHiNG /






noun





















body stocking

 
/ˈbädē ˌstäkiNG/






noun




a woman's one-piece undergarment that covers the torso and legs.













bodysuit

 
/ˈbädēˌso͞ot/






noun




a close-fitting one-piece stretch garment for women, typically worn for sports.













bodysurf

 
/ˈbädēˌsərf/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
bodysurfing

 )


1.
 
float on the crest of incoming waves without using a board.













body text






noun

 — (usu. 
the body text

 )


1.
 
the main part of a printed text, excluding items such as headings and footnotes.













body wall






noun




the external surface of an animal body that encloses the body cavity and consists of ectoderm and mesoderm.













body wave






noun




a soft, light permanent wave designed to give hair fullness.













bodywork

 
/ˈbädēˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the metal outer shell of a vehicle.




2.
 
therapies and techniques in complementary medicine that involve touching or manipulating the body.








II.
 
derivatives





bodyworker






noun





bodywork
 (
sense

 2)






















body wrap






noun




a type of beauty treatment involving the application of skin-cleansing ingredients to the body, which is then wrapped in hot towels.













boehmite

 
/ˈbāmīt, ˈbō-/






noun




a crystalline mineral compound composed of aluminum oxide and hydroxide and found in bauxite.

[Chem. formula: AlO(OH).]













Boeing, William Edward

 
/ˈbō-iNG/






(1881–1956), US industrialist; born 
Wilhelm Edward Boeing

 . In 1927, he founded United Aircraft and Transport, which, in 1934, was divided into Boeing Aircraft, United Aircraft, and United Airlines.









Boeotia

 
/bēˈōSHə/






a department in central Greece, north of the Gulf of Corinth, and a region of ancient Greece of which the chief city was Thebes.









Boeotian

 
/bēˈōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Greek region of Boeotia or its inhabitants




•
 
he was called upon to rescue the Boeotian army when it got into difficulties in Thessaly.














II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of the Greek region of Boeotia




•
 
he seems to have been a Boeotian by descent.




















Boer

 
/bôr bo͝or /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
noun




a member of the Dutch and Huguenot population that settled in southern Africa in the late 17th century.

The Boers were Calvinist in religion and fiercely self-sufficient. Conflict with the British administration of Cape Colony after 1806 led to the Great Trek of 1835–37 and the Boer Wars, after which the Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State became part of the Republic of South Africa. The Boers' present-day descendants are the Afrikaners.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Boers.











– origin

 from Dutch 
boer

 ‘farmer.’ Compare with boor
 .





boerbull

 
/ˈbôrˌbo͝ol, ˈbo͝or- /

 
boerbul





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 a large dog crossbred from the mastiff and indigenous African dogs.











– origin

 1960s: from Afrikaans 
boerboel

 , from 
boer

 (commonly applied to indigenous plants and animals) + 
boel

 , from Dutch 
bul

 (as in 
bulhond

 ‘mastiff’).





boer goat

 
/bôr, bo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a goat of a hardy breed, originally from South Africa.











– origin

 from Afrikaans 
boer

 ‘farmer’ + goat
 .





Boer Wars





I.
 
two wars fought by Great Britain in southern Africa.





The first war (1880–81) began with the revolt of the Boer settlers in Transvaal against British rule and ended with the establishment of an independent Boer Republic under British suzerainty. The second (1899–1902) was caused by the Boer refusal to grant equal rights to recent British immigrants and by the imperialist ambitions of Cecil Rhodes. The British eventually won through superior numbers and the employment of concentration camps to control the countryside.





boeuf

 
/bəf/






noun






[Cooking]

 French word for beef
 , used in the names of various beef dishes.














boeuf bourguignon

 
/ˌbəf ˌbo͝orɡēˈnyôn/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of beef braised or stewed in a red wine sauce, to which mushrooms and onions are typically added.











– origin

 French, literally ‘Burgundy beef.’






boff

 
/bäf /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have sexual intercourse with (someone).








II.
 
noun




an act of sexual intercourse.











– origin

 1920s (in the sense ‘blow, punch’): imitative. The current sense dates from the 1950s.





boffin

 
/ˈbäfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person engaged in scientific or technical research




•
 
a computer boffin.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person with knowledge or a skill considered to be complex, arcane, and difficult




•
 
he had a reputation as a tax boffin, a learned lawyer.














II.
 
derivatives





boffiny






adjective



















– origin

 World War II: of unknown origin.





boffo

 
/ˈbäfō /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a theatrical production or movie, or a review of one) very successful or wholeheartedly commendatory




•
 
a boffo box-office certainty.










2.
 
(of a laugh) deep and unrestrained.




3.
 
boisterously funny.








II.
 
noun




a success




•
 
the finale is a genuine boffo.

















– origin

 1940s: from 
boff

 ‘roaring success’ + -o
 .





boffola

 
/bäˈfōlə /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a joke or a line in a script meant to get a laugh.








II.
 
adjective




(of a laugh) hearty and unrestrained.











– origin

 1940s: extension of boff
 .





Bofors gun

 
/ˈbōfôrz ˌɡən/





I.
 
noun




a type of light antiaircraft gun.











– origin

 1930s: named after 
Bofors

 in Sweden, where it was first manufactured.






bog

 
/bäɡ bôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
wet muddy ground too soft to support a heavy body




•
 
the island is a wilderness of bog




•
 
a peat bog




•
 


‹figurative›

 a bog of legal complications.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 wetland with acid, peaty soil, typically dominated by peat moss.

Compare with fen
 1
 .




3.
 
(usu. 
the bog

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a bathroom.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bogged down

 )


1.
 
cause (a vehicle, person, or animal) to become stuck in mud or wet ground




•
 
the car 
became bogged down

 on the beach road.










2.
 
(
be bogged down

 )
 — (of a person or process) be unable to make progress




•
 
you must not 
get bogged down in

 detail.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Irish or Scottish Gaelic 
bogach

 , from 
bog

 ‘soft.’





Bogarde, Sir Dirk

 
/ˈbōˌɡärd/






(1921–99), British actor and writer; born 
Derek Niven van den Bogaerde

 . Notable movies: 
The Servant

 (1963), 
Death in Venice

 (1971), and 
A Bridge Too Far

 (1977).









bogart

 
/ˈbōɡärt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 selfishly appropriate or keep (something, especially a lit marijuana cigarette).











– origin

 1960s: from US actor Humphrey 
Bogart

 (1899–1957), who often smoked in films.





Bogart, Humphrey

 
/ˈbōˌɡärt/






(1899–1957), US actor; full name 
Humphrey DeForest Bogart

 . His role on stage as a ruthless gangster in 
The Petrified Forest

 was repeated in the movie of 1936. His other movies include 
Casablanca

 (1942), 
The Big Sleep

 (1946), and 
The African Queen

 (1951).










bog asphodel






noun




a yellow-flowered marsh plant of the lily family.

[Genus 
Narthecium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, including 
N. ossifragum

 of Europe and 
N. americanum

 of the eastern US, esp. New Jersey.]














bogbean

 
/ˈbäɡˌbēn/






noun




another term for buckbean
 .













bogey1


 
/ˈbōɡē /

 

‹Golf›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a score of one stroke over par at a hole.




2.
 
archaic term for par
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (a hole) in one stroke over par.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from 
Bogey

 , denoting the Devil (see bogey
 2
 ), regarded as an imaginary player.






bogey2


 
/ˈbo͝oɡē /

 
bogy





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that causes fear or alarm




•
 
the bogey of recession.










2.
 
an evil or mischievous spirit.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹military slang›

 an unidentified aircraft.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a proper name applied to the Devil): of unknown origin; probably related to bogle
 .






bogeyman

 
/ˈbo͝oɡēˌman ˈbōɡēˌman /

 
boogeyman
 , bogyman






noun

 — (usu. 
the bogeyman

 )


1.
 
an imaginary evil spirit, referred to typically to frighten children




•
 
with the blankets pulled over our heads to keep out the bogeyman.










2.
 
a person or thing that is widely regarded as an object of fear




•
 
nuclear power is the environmentalists' bogeyman.



















boggle

 
/ˈbäɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or a person's mind) be astonished or overwhelmed when trying to imagine something




•
 
the mind boggles at the spectacle.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 cause (a person or a person's mind) to be astonished or overwhelmed




•
 
the inflated salary of a CEO 
boggles the mind






•
 (as 
adj.

 
boggling

 )
 
the total was a boggling 1.5 trillion miles.










3.
 
(
boggle at

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) hesitate or be anxious at




•
 
you never boggle at plain speaking.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably of dialect origin and related to bogle
 and bogey
 2
 .





boggy

 
/ˈbäɡē/





I.
 
adjective




too wet and muddy to be easily walked on; marshy




•
 
the shrub grows naturally in boggy ground.














II.
 
derivatives





bogginess

 
/ˈbäɡēnəs /






noun





















bogie

 
/ˈbōɡē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an undercarriage with four or six wheels pivoted beneath the end of a railroad car.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally in northern English dialect use): of unknown origin.





bog iron






noun




soft, spongy goethite deposited in bogs.













bogland

 
/ˈbäɡˌland/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 marshy land.














bogle

 
/ˈbōɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a phantom or goblin.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a scarecrow.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin; probably related to bogey
 2
 .






bog moss






noun




another term for peat moss
 (
sense

 1).














bog myrtle






noun




another term for sweet gale
 .













bog oak

 
/ˈbäɡ ˌōk/






noun




an ancient oak tree that has been preserved in a black state in peat.













BOGOF

 
/ˈbäɡôf/






abbreviation




buy one, get one free.













Bogomil

 
/ˈbäɡəmil/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a heretical medieval Balkan sect professing a modified form of Manichaeism.








II.
 
derivatives





Bogomilism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Greek 
Bogomilos

 , from 
Bogomil

 , literally ‘beloved of God,’ the name of the person who first disseminated the heresy, from Old Church Slavic.





bogong

 
/ˈbōɡôNG, -ɡäNG /

 
bogong moth





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 a large brown moth native to southern Australia, formerly used as food by Aborigines.

[
Agrotis infusa

 , family 
Noctuidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Ngayawuh.






Bogotá

 
/ˈbōɡətä/






the capital of Colombia, in the eastern Andes at about 8,560 feet (2,610 m); pop. 6,778,691 (2005). It was founded by the Spanish in 1538 on the site of a pre-Columbian center of the Chibcha culture.

Official name Santa Fé de Bogotá
 .









bog roll






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a roll of toilet paper




•
 
an eight-pack of bog rolls




•
 
bog roll is necessary for good hygiene.



















bog rosemary






noun




See andromeda
 .













bog spavin






noun




a soft swelling of the joint capsule of the hock of horses that most commonly occurs in young, fast-growing horses.













bogtrotter

 
/ˈbäɡˌträdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who lives or works among bogs.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an Irish person.













bogus

 
/ˈbōɡəs/





I.
 
adjective




not genuine or true; fake




•
 
a bogus insurance claim.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bogusly






adverb













2.
 
bogusness






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally US, denoting a machine for making counterfeit money): of unknown origin.





bogus caller






noun




a person who visits or telephones someone under false pretences, typically for the purpose of theft or fraud




•
 
a bogus caller preyed on an elderly deaf woman by claiming to be a carer.




















Bo Hai

 
/ˌbō ˈhī /

 
Po Hai






a large inlet of the Yellow Sea, on the coast of eastern China.

Also called Chihli, Gulf of
 .









bohea

 
/bōˈhē/





I.
 
noun




a black China tea that comes from the last crop of the season and is typically regarded as of low quality.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named after the 
Bu-yi

 (
Wuyi

 ) hills in China, from where black tea first came to Britain.





Bohemia

 
/bōˈhēmēə/






a region that forms the western part of the Czech Republic. Formerly a Slavic kingdom, it became a province in the newly formed Czechoslovakia by the Treaty of Versailles in 1919.










Bohemian

 
/bōˈhēmēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Bohemia.




2.
 
(also 
bohemian

 )
 — a person who has informal and unconventional social habits, especially an artist or writer




•
 
the young bohemians with their art galleries and sushi bars.







[mid 19th cent.: from French 
bohémien

 ‘Gypsy’ (because Gypsies were thought to come from Bohemia, or because they perhaps entered the West through Bohemia).]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Bohemia or its people.




2.
 
(also 
bohemian

 )
 — having informal and unconventional social habits




•
 
the bohemian writer's drafty-garret existence.














III.
 
derivatives





Bohemianism

 
/bōˈhēmēənizəm /






noun





Bohemian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)





















boho

 
/ˈbōhō/





I.
 
noun




informal term for Bohemian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
adjective




informal term for Bohemian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).













Bohol

 
/bōˈhôl/






an island in the central Philippines, north of Mindanao; pop. 1,384,800 (est. 2009); chief town, Tagbilaran.










Bohr, Niels

 
/bôr/






(1885–1962), Danish physicist and pioneer in quantum physics; full name 
Niels Henrik David Bohr

 . His theory of the structure of the atom incorporated quantum theory for the first time and is the basis for present-day quantum-mechanical models. Bohr helped to develop the atom bomb in Britain and then in the US. Nobel Prize for Physics (1922).









Bohr effect





I.
 
noun




a decrease in the amount of oxygen associated with hemoglobin and other respiratory compounds in response to a lowered blood pH resulting from an increased concentration of carbon dioxide in the blood.











– origin

 named for Danish physiologist Christian 
Bohr

 (1855–1911).





bohrium

 
/ˈbôrēəm/






noun




(Symbol: 
Bh

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 107, a very unstable element made by high-energy atomic collisions.













Bohr theory





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a theory of the structure of atoms stating that electrons revolve in discrete orbits around a positively charged nucleus and that radiation is given off or absorbed only when an electron moves from one orbit to another.











– origin

 named for Danish physicist Niels 
Bohr

 (see Bohr, Niels
 ).





bohunk

 
/ˈbōˌhəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an immigrant from central or southeastern Europe, especially a laborer.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a rough or uncivilized person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently from Bohemian
 + 
-hunk

 , alteration of Hungarian
 .





boil1


 
/boil/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a liquid) reach or cause to reach the temperature at which it bubbles and turns to vapor


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we tried to get people to boil their drinking water




•
 
I'll 
boil up

 the stock




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he waited for the water to boil.










2.
 
(with reference to a kettle, pan, or other container) heat or be heated until the liquid inside reaches a temperature at which it bubbles and turns to vapor


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she boiled the kettle and took down a couple of mugs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the kettle boiled and he filled the teapot.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject (something) to the heat of boiling liquid, in particular




4.
 
(with reference to food) cook or be cooked by immersing in boiling water or stock


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
boil the potatoes until well done




•
 (as 
adj.

 
boiled

 )
 
two boiled eggs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
make the sauce while the lobsters are boiling.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be cooked in boiling water




•
 
make the sauce while the lobsters are boiling.










6.
 
wash or sterilize (clothes) in very hot water.




7.
 


‹historical›

 execute (someone) by subjecting them to the heat of boiling liquid.




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the sea or clouds) be turbulent and stormy




•
 
a huge cliff with the black sea boiling below.










9.
 
(of a person or strong emotion) be stirred up or inflamed




•
 
he was 
boiling with

 rage.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the temperature at which a liquid bubbles and turns to vapor




•
 
stir in cream and 
bring to a boil

 .










2.
 
an act or process of heating a liquid to the temperature at which it bubbles and turns to vapor.




3.
 
a state of vigorous activity or excitement.




4.
 
an area of churning water




•
 
massive current differentials, boils, and braided channels.










5.
 


[Fishing]

 a sudden rise of a fish at a fly.




6.
 
an outdoor meal at which seafood is boiled




•
 
everything for a traditional Louisiana seafood boil can be carried down to the beach.










7.
 
a blend of seasonings added to water to enhance the flavor of boiled seafood.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep the pot boiling






maintain the momentum or interest value of something.









2.
 
make one's blood boil






see blood
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
boil down to






be in essence a matter of




•
 
everything boiled down to cash in the end.















2.
 
boil something down






reduce the volume of a liquid by boiling




•
 
they boil down the syrup until it is very thick.















3.
 
boil over





a.
 
(of a liquid) flow over the sides of the container in boiling.




b.
 
(of a situation or strong emotion) become so excited or tense as to get out of control




•
 
one woman's anger boiled over.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
boillir

 , from Latin 
bullire

 ‘to bubble,’ from 
bulla

 ‘bubble.’






boil2


 
/boil/





I.
 
noun




an inflamed pus-filled swelling on the skin, typically caused by the infection of a hair follicle.











– origin

 Old English 
bȳle

 , 
bȳl

 ; related to Dutch 
buil

 and German 
Beule

 .





Boileau, Nicholas

 
/bwäˈlō/






(1636–1711), French critic and poet; full name 
Nicholas Boileau-Despréaux

 . One of the founders of French literary criticism, his didactic poem 
Art poétique

 (1674) defined principles of composition and criticism.









boiled shirt






noun






‹dated›

 a dress shirt with a starched front.













boiler

 
/ˈboilər/






noun



1.
 
a fuel-burning apparatus or container for heating water, in particular




2.
 
a household device providing a hot-water supply or serving a central heating system.




3.
 
a tank for generating steam under pressure in a steam engine.

See also steam boiler
 .




4.
 


‹dated›

 a metal tub for washing or sterilizing clothes at a very high temperature.













boiler house






noun



1.
 
a building containing a device for heating water




•
 
the project entails constructing a new boiler house to contain two new boilers.










2.
 


[Rugby]

 the second row in a scrum formation




•
 
the sheer power and bulk in the Castleknock boiler house




•
 
he is set to partner Ian Evans in the boiler house for Wales.



















boilermaker

 
/ˈboilərˌmākər/






noun



1.
 
a person who makes boilers.




2.
 
a metalworker in heavy industry.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shot of whiskey followed by a glass of beer as a chaser.













boilerplate

 
/ˈboilərˌplāt/






noun



1.
 
rolled steel for making boilers.




2.
 
(
boilerplates

 )
 — 

[Mountaineering]

 smooth, overlapping, and undercut slabs of rock




•
 
the ice-worn boilerplates.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 writing that is clichéd or expresses a generally accepted opinion or belief




•
 
the same dreary boilerplate he’s been dishing up for years.










4.
 
standardized pieces of text for use as clauses in contracts or as part of a computer program




•
 
some sections have been written as boilerplate for use in all proposals.



















boiler room






noun



1.
 
a room in a building (typically in the basement) or a compartment in a ship containing a boiler and related heating or steam-generating equipment.




2.
 
a room used for intensive telephone selling


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
boiler-room stock salesmen.



















boiler suit

 
/ˈboilər ˈˌso͞ot/






noun




British term for coveralls
 (see coverall
 ).













boiling

 
/ˈboiliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(for fresh water at sea level) at 212°F (100°C).




2.
 
(also 
boiling hot

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (used hyperbolically) extremely hot




•
 
Saturday is forecast to be boiling and sunny.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of bringing a liquid to the temperature at which it bubbles and turns to vapor.




2.
 
the temperature at which a liquid bubbles and turns to vapor




•
 
reheat gently to just below boiling.



















boiling point

 
/ˈboiliNG ˈˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
the temperature at which a liquid boils and turns to vapor.




2.
 
the point at which anger or excitement breaks out into violent expression




•
 
emotions had reached boiling point and could spill over into violence.




•
 
racial tension surges to boiling point.



















boiling-water reactor

 
/boiliNG ˈwôdər ˈwädər rēˈaktər /

 
BWR






noun




a nuclear reactor in which the fuel is uranium oxide clad in zircaloy and the coolant and moderator is water, which is boiled to produce steam for driving turbines.













boing

 
/boiNG/





I.
 
exclamation




representing the noise of a compressed spring suddenly released.








II.
 
noun




the noise representing the sound of a compressed spring suddenly released.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a noise like that represented by a compressed spring suddenly released.











– origin

 1950s: imitative.





Boise

 
/ˈboisē, -zē/






a city in southwestern Idaho, the capital of the state; pop. 205,314 (est. 2008).









boiserie

 
/bwäzəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




wooden paneling.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French.





boisterous

 
/ˈboist(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, event, or behavior) noisy, energetic, and cheerful; rowdy




•
 
the boisterous conviviality associated with taverns of that period.










2.
 
(of wind, weather, or water) wild or stormy




•
 
the boisterous wind was lulled.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boisterously

 
/ˈboist(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
boisterousness

 
/ˈboist(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rough, stiff’): variant of earlier 
boistuous

 ‘rustic, coarse, boisterous,’ of unknown origin.





boîte

 
/bwät/





I.
 
noun




a small restaurant or nightclub.











– origin

 French, literally ‘box.’





Bokassa, Jean Bédel

 
/bəˈkäsə/






(1921–96), Central African Republic statesman and military leader; president 1972–76; self-styled emperor 1976–79.









bok choy

 
/ˌbäk ˈCHoi/






noun




Chinese cabbage of a variety with smooth-edged tapering leaves.

Also called pak choi.













bokeh

 
/bōˈkā/





I.
 
noun






[Photography]

 the visual quality of the out-of-focus areas of a photographic image, especially as rendered by a particular lens




•
 
a quick, visual survey of the foreground and background bokeh of a variety of lenses.

















– origin

 from Japanese.





bokken

 
/ˈbäkən/






noun




a wooden sword used as a practice weapon in kendo.














Bokmål

 
/ˈbo͝okmôl/





I.
 
noun




one of two standard forms of the Norwegian language, a modified form of Danish.

See Norwegian
 .











– origin

 from Norwegian 
bok

 ‘book’ + 
mål

 ‘language.’






bola

 
/ˈbōlə /

 
bolas





I.
 
noun




(especially in South America) a weapon consisting of a number of balls connected by strong cord, which when thrown entangles the limbs of the quarry.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese 
bolas

 , plural of 
bola

 ‘ball.’





bola tie

 
/ˈbōlə ˌtī/






noun




variant spelling of bolo tie
 .














bold

 
/bōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, action, or idea) showing an ability to take risks; confident and courageous




•
 
a bold attempt to solve the crisis




•
 
he was the only one bold enough to air his dislike.










2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a person or manner) so confident as to suggest a lack of shame or modesty




•
 
she tossed him a bold look.










3.
 
(of a color or design) having a strong or vivid appearance




•
 
a coat with bold polka dots.










4.
 
of a kind of typeface having dark, heavy strokes, used especially for emphasis.








II.
 
noun




a bold typeface or letter




•
 
difficult words and phrases are highlighted 
in bold

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or make) so bold (as to do something)








‹formal›

 dare to do something (often used when politely asking a question or making a suggestion)




•
 
what would he be calling for, 
if I might make so bold

 as to ask?















2.
 
(as) bold as brass






confident to the point of impudence




•
 
she marched into the library as bold as brass.















3.
 
a bold stroke






a daring action or initiative.









4.
 
put a bold face on something






see face
 .















– origin

 Old English 
bald

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boud

 and to German 
bald

 ‘soon.’





boldface

 
/ˈbōl(d)fās/





I.
 
noun




a typeface with thick strokes.








II.
 
adjective




printed or displayed in a typeface having thick strokes.








III.
 
derivatives





boldfaced






adjective





















boldly

 
/ˈbōldlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a confident and courageous way; showing a willingness to take risks




•
 
you will have our support as long as you fight boldly against corruption




•
 
we urge the educational community to act boldly.










2.
 


‹dated›

 in a manner that is so confident as to be impudent or presumptuous




•
 
thieves who boldly robbed the wounded and helpless passengers.










3.
 
in a way that is characterized by having a strong, vivid, or clear appearance




•
 
I grabbed a couple of boldly patterned fabric samples.



















boldness

 
/ˈbōldnəs/






noun



1.
 
willingness to take risks and act innovatively; confidence or courage




•
 
the boldness and independence that characterized his leadership




•
 
a president who is showing incredible boldness in going after the cartels.










2.
 


‹dated›

 confidence to an impudent or presumptuous degree




•
 
they had the boldness to mock a man who had served his country




•
 
you will overlook my boldness, I hope.










3.
 
the quality of having a strong, vivid, or clear appearance




•
 
the boldness of the hues are very startling




•
 
these works display a great boldness of forms.




















bole1


 
/bōl/





I.
 
noun




the trunk of a tree.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
bolr

 ; perhaps related to balk
 .





bole2


 
/bōl/





I.
 
noun




fine, compact, earthy clay, typically of a reddish color, used as a pigment.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
bolus

 ‘rounded mass’ (see bolus
 ).





bolection

 
/bōˈlekSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Architecture]

 a decorative molding that separates two planes (or surfaces), especially around a wooden panel, usually convex.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





bolero

 
/bəˈlerˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Spanish dance in simple triple time.




2.
 
a piece of music for the bolero dance.




3.
 
(also 
bolero jacket

 )
 — a woman's short open jacket.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish.





bolete

 
/bōˈlēt /

 
boletus





I.
 
noun




a mushroom or toadstool with pores rather than gills on the underside of the cap. Boletes often have a thick stem, and several kinds are edible.

See also cep
 . [Genus 
Boletus

 , family 
Boletaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]











– origin

 from Latin, from Greek 
bōlitēs

 , perhaps from 
bōlos

 ‘lump.’





Boleyn, Anne

 
/bo͝oˈlin, ˈbo͝olən/






(1507–36), second wife of Henry VIII; mother of Elizabeth I. Henry divorced Catherine of Aragon in order to marry Anne in 1533, but she fell from favor when she failed to provide him with a male heir. She was eventually executed because of alleged infidelities.









Bolger, Ray

 
/ˈbōljər/






(1904–87), US dancer and actor; full name 
Raymond Wallace Bolger

 . He is best known for his role as the scarecrow in 
The Wizard of Oz

 (1939).









bolide

 
/ˈbōlīd ˈbōləd/





I.
 
noun




a large meteor that explodes in the atmosphere.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
bolis

 , 
bolid-

 , from Greek 
bolis

 ‘missile.’





Bolingbroke

 
/ˈbäliNGˌbro͝ok/






the surname of Henry IV of England (see Henry
 1
 ).









Bolingbrook

 
/ˈbäliNGˌbro͝ok/






a village in northeastern Illinois, southwest of Chicago; pop. 70,823 (est. 2008).









bolivar

 
/bəˈlēˌvär, ˈbäləvər/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Venezuela, equal to 100 centimos.











– origin

 named after S. 
Bolívar

 (see Bolívar, Simón
 ).






Bolívar, Simón

 
/bəˈlēˌvär, ˈbäləvər/






(1783–1830), Venezuelan patriot and statesman; known as 
the Liberator

 . He succeeded in driving the Spanish from Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, and Ecuador. Upper Peru was named Bolivia in his honor.










Bolivia

 
/bəˈlivēə/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in western South America; pop. 9,775,200 (est. 2009); capital, La Paz; legal capital and seat of the judiciary, Sucre; languages, Spanish (official), Aymara, and Quechua.





After the defeat of the Incas, Bolivia became part of Spain's empire in the Americas. Freed from Spanish rule in 1825, it has suffered continually from political instability.







– origin

 named after Simón 
Bolívar

 , who liberated the country from Spanish rule.





Bolivian

 
/bəˈlivēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Bolivia, its people, or their culture




•
 
a major Bolivian city.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Bolivia, or a person of Bolivian descent




•
 
a Bolivian who revolutionized salsa




•
 
many Bolivians marry in church.



















boliviano

 
/bəˌlivēˈänō/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Bolivia (1863–1962 and since 1987), equal to 100 centavos or cents.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘Bolivian,’ from Bolivia
 .





bolk

 
/bōk /

 

‹archaic dialect›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
belch.




2.
 
vomit.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a belch.




2.
 
an attack of vomiting.











– origin

 Middle English 
bolke

 ; related to German 
bolken

 ‘roar, bawl’ and Dutch 
bulken

 ‘bellow.’ Compare with belch
 .






boll

 
/bōl/





I.
 
noun




the rounded seed capsule of plants such as cotton or flax.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a bubble): from Middle Dutch 
bolle

 ‘rounded object’; related to bowl
 1
 .





Böll, Heinrich

 
/bœl/






(1917–85), German novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Heinrich Theodor Böll

 . Notable works: 
Billiards at Half Past Nine

 (1959) and 
The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum

 (1974). Nobel Prize for Literature (1972).









bollard

 
/ˈbälərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, thick post on the deck of a ship or on a wharf, to which a ship's rope may be secured.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a short post used to divert traffic from an area or road.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 1): perhaps from Old Norse 
bolr

 (see bole
 1
 ) + -ard
 .





bollito misto

 
/bōˌlētō ˈmistō/





I.
 
noun




a dish of mixed kinds of meat, such as chicken, veal, and sausage, boiled with vegetables in broth.











– origin

 Italian, ‘boiled mixed meat,’ from 
bollito

 past participle of 
bollire

 ‘to boil’ and 
misto

 ‘mixed.’





bollix

 
/ˈbäliks /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
bollix something up

 )


1.
 
bungle (a task).








II.
 
plural noun




variant spelling of bollocks
 .














bollocks

 
/ˈbäləks /

 

‹vulgar slang chiefly Brit.›


 
ballocks
 , bollix





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
pl.

 ]
 — the testicles.




2.
 
used to express contempt, annoyance, or defiance.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: plural of 
bollock

 , variant of earlier 
ballock

 , of Germanic origin; related to ball
 1
 .





boll weevil






noun



1.
 
a small weevil that feeds on the fibers of the cotton boll. It is a major pest of the American cotton crop.

[
Anthonomus grandis

 , family 
Curculionidae

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 in the US, a conservative Southern Democrat, especially a member of Congress.














bollworm

 
/ˈbōlwərm/






noun




a moth caterpillar that attacks the cotton boll, in particular

[● a small moth that is a serious pest of the North American cotton crop (
Pectinophora gossypiella

 , family 
Gelechiidae

 ). ● another term for corn earworm
 .]














Bollywood

 
/ˈbälēˌwo͝od/





I.
 
noun




the Indian movie industry, based in Mumbai (Bombay).











– origin

 1970s: blend of Bombay
 and Hollywood
 .





bolo

 
/ˈbōlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 bolos)
 — a large single-edged knife used in the Philippines.




2.
 
variant of bola
 .




3.
 
short for bolo tie
 .











– origin

 Spanish.





BOLO






abbreviation




(typically in police use, referring to a suspected criminal or missing person) be on (the) lookout.














bologna

 
/bəˈlōnē /

 
bologna sausage





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large smoked, seasoned sausage made of various meats, especially beef and pork.











– origin

 from Bologna
 .






Bologna

 
/bəˈlōnyə/






a city in northern Italy, northeast of Florence; pop. 374,944 (2008). Its university, which dates from the 11th century, is the oldest in Europe.









Bolognese

 
/bäləˈnāz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to Bologna or its people




•
 
the Bolognese painters of the 17th century.










2.
 
(
bolognese

 or also 
bolognaise

 )
 — 

‹Brit.›

 denoting a sauce of ground beef, tomato, onion, and herbs, typically served with pasta




•
 
ravioli with bolognese sauce




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
pasta bolognese.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Bologna




•
 
the Bolognese invented tagliatelle, tortellini, and lasagna.










2.
 
(
bolognese

 or also 
bolognaise

 )
 — 

‹Brit.›

 a pasta dish made with bolognese sauce, in particular spaghetti bolognese, or the sauce itself




•
 
I offered to cook a bolognese for lunch.

















– origin

 Italian; the form 
bolognaise

 is via French.





bolometer

 
/bəˈlämədər/





I.
 
noun




a sensitive electrical instrument for measuring radiant energy.








II.
 
derivatives





bolometric

 
/ˌbōləˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
bolē

 ‘ray of light’ + -meter
 .





boloney

 
/bəˈlōnē/






noun




old-fashioned spelling of baloney
 .














bolo tie

 
bola tie






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a type of tie consisting of a cord worn around the neck with a large, sliding, ornamental fastening at the throat.














Bolshevik

 
/ˈbōlSHəˌvik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the majority faction of the Russian Social Democratic Party, which was renamed the Communist Party after seizing power in the October Revolution of 1917.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 (in general use) a person with politically subversive or radical views; a revolutionary.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of Bolsheviks or their views or policies.








III.
 
derivatives





Bolshevist

 
/ˈbōlSHəvəst /






noun



















– origin

 Russian, from 
bolʹshe

 ‘greater’ (with reference to the greater faction).





Bolshevism

 
/ˈbōlSHəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun




the communist form of government adopted in Russia following the Bolshevik revolution of 1917




•
 
enthusiastic supporters of Bolshevism.

















– origin

 Russian 
bol′shevizm

 , from 
bolʹshe

 ‘greater’ (see Bolshevik
 ).





Bolshie

 
/ˈbōlSHē /

 
Bolshy





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a Bolshevik or socialist.








II.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 (of a person or attitude) deliberately combative or uncooperative




•
 
policemen with bolshie attitudes.














III.
 
derivatives





bolshiness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of Bolshevik
 .





bolster

 
/ˈbōlstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thick pillow that is placed under other pillows for support.




2.
 
a part of a vehicle or tool providing structural support.




3.
 


[Building]

 a short timber cap over a post designed to increase the bearing of the beams it supports.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support or strengthen; prop up




•
 
the fall in interest rates is starting to bolster confidence




•
 
he wished to bolster up his theories with hard data.










2.
 
provide (a seat) with padded support


(as 
adj.

 
bolstered

 )


•
 
I snuggled down into the heavily bolstered seat.

















– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘long, thick pillow’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bolster

 and German 
Polster

 .






bolt1


 
/bōlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal pin or bar, in particular




2.
 
a bar that slides into a socket to fasten a door or window.




3.
 
a threaded pin that screws into a nut and is used to fasten things together.




4.
 
the sliding piece of the breech mechanism of a rifle.




5.
 
(in rock climbing) a long pin that is driven into a rock face so that a rope can be attached to it.




6.
 
a short heavy arrow shot from a crossbow.




7.
 
a flash of lightning leaving a jagged line across the sky.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (something) with a metal pin or bar, in particular




2.
 
fasten (a door or window) with a bar that slides into a socket




•
 
all the doors were locked and bolted.










3.
 
fasten (an object) to something else with a bolt




•
 
the lid was put into position and bolted down




•
 
a camera was bolted to the aircraft.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bolt from (or out of) the blue






a sudden and unexpected event or piece of news




•
 
the job came like a bolt from the blue.















2.
 
bolt upright






upright, with the back rigid and straight




•
 
she 
sat bolt upright

 in bed.















3.
 
have shot one's bolt








‹informal›

 have done all that one is able.















– origin

 Old English, ‘arrow,’ of unknown origin; related to Dutch 
bout

 and German 
Bolzen

 ‘arrow, bolt for a door.’





bolt2


 
/bōlt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a horse or other animal) run away suddenly out of control




•
 
the horses shied and bolted.










2.
 
(of a person) move or run away suddenly




•
 
they bolted down the stairs.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in hunting) cause (a rabbit or fox) to run out of its burrow or hole.




4.
 
(of a plant) grow tall quickly and stop flowering as seeds develop




•
 
the lettuces have bolted.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often 
bolt something down

 )
 — eat or swallow (food) quickly




•
 
it is normal for puppies to bolt down their food.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a bolt for






try to escape by moving suddenly toward (something)




•
 
Ellie made a bolt for the door.















2.
 
shut the stable door after the horse has bolted






try to avert something bad or unwelcome when it is already too late to do so.















– origin

 Middle English: from bolt
 1
 , expressing the sense ‘fly like an arrow.’





bolt3


 
/bōlt/





I.
 
noun




a roll of fabric, originally as a measure




•
 
the room is stacked with bolts of cloth.

















– origin

 Middle English: transferred use of bolt
 1
 .





bolt4


 
/bōlt /

 
boult





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 pass (flour, powder, or other material) through a sieve.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bulter

 , of unknown ultimate origin. The change in the first syllable was due to association with bolt
 1
 .





Bolt, Robert

 
/bōlt/






(1924–95), English writer; full name 
Robert Oxton Bolt

 . His play 
A Man for All Seasons

 (1960) was made into a movie in 1967. He also wrote the screenplays for 
Lawrence of Arabia

 (1962), 
Dr. Zhivago

 (1965), and 
The Mission

 (1986).









Bolt, Usain






(1986–), Jamaican athlete; full name 
Usain St. Leo Bolt

 . At the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, he won gold medals in the 100 meter and 200 meter races, setting a new world record time for each. He defended his Olympic titles in 2012, winning gold in the 100 meters and 200 meters.









bolt-action






adjective




(of a gun) having a breech that is opened by turning a bolt and sliding it back.













bolthole

 
/ˈbōltˌhōl/






noun



1.
 
a place where a person can escape and hide




•
 
he thought of Antwerp as a possible bolthole.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a hole or burrow by which a rabbit or other wild animal can escape.













bolting

 
/ˈbōltiNG/






noun




(in rock climbing) the action of driving metal pins into rock faces so that ropes can be attached to them.













Bolton

 
/ˈbōltn/






a town in northwestern England, northwest of Manchester; pop. 135,200 (est. 2009).









bolt-on





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an extra part of a machine) able to be fastened on with a bolt or catch.








II.
 
noun




an extra part that can be fastened onto a machine with a bolt or catch.













bolt rope






noun




a rope sewn around the edge of a vessel's sail to prevent tearing.














Boltzmann, Ludwig

 
/ˈbôltsmən/






(1844–1906), Austrian physicist. He made contributions to the kinetic theory of gases, statistical mechanics, and thermodynamics. He also derived the Maxwell–Boltzmann equation for the distribution of energy among colliding atoms.









Boltzmann's constant

 

‹Chemistry›







(Symbol: 
k

 )
 — the ratio of the gas constant to Avogadro's number, equal to 1.381 × 10–23
 joules per kelvin in the case where the number of molecules is equal to Avogadro's number.










bolus

 
/ˈbōləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small rounded mass of a substance, especially of chewed food at the moment of swallowing.




2.
 
a type of large pill used in veterinary medicine.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a single dose of a drug or other medicinal preparation given all at once.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. denoting a large pill of medicine: via late Latin from Greek 
bōlos

 ‘clod.’





Bolzano

 
/bôlˈzänō/






a city in northeastern Italy; pop. 102,000 (2009).










bomb

 
/bäm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container filled with explosive, incendiary material, smoke, gas, or other destructive substance, designed to explode on impact or when detonated by a time mechanism, remote-control device, or lit fuse.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an explosive device fitted into a specified object




•
 
a package bomb.







See also car bomb
 , letter bomb
 .




3.
 
(
the bomb

 )
 — nuclear weapons considered collectively as agents of mass destruction




•
 
she joined the fight against the bomb.










4.
 
a small pressurized container that sprays liquid, foam, or gas




•
 
the bug bombs we tried did not kill the cockroaches.










5.
 
(also 
volcanic bomb

 )
 — a lump of lava thrown out by a volcano.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a movie, play, or other event that fails badly.




7.
 
an old car, especially a run-down one.




8.
 
a long forward pass or hit in a ball game




•
 
a big 40-yard bomb down the middle to tight end Howard Cross.










9.
 
(
the (or da) bomb

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 an outstandingly good person or thing




•
 
the site would really be da bomb if its content were updated more frequently.










10.
 


‹informal›

 a marijuana cigarette.




11.
 
(
a bomb

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a large sum of money




•
 
it will 
cost a bomb

 in call charges.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attack (a place or vehicle) with a bomb or bombs




•
 
London was bombed, night after night




•
 (as 
noun

 
bombing

 )
 
a series of bombings.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a movie, play, or other event) fail miserably




•
 
a big-budget movie that bombed at the box office




•
 
he 
bombed out

 at several tournaments.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 move very quickly




•
 
the bus came bombing along.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go down a bomb








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be very well received




•
 
those gigs we did went down a bomb.















2.
 
it looks like a bomb's hit it








‹informal›

 used to describe a place that is extremely messy or untidy in appearance.















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
bombe

 , from Italian 
bomba

 , probably from Latin 
bombus

 ‘booming, humming,’ from Greek 
bombos

 , of imitative origin.






bombard





I.
 
verb

 — 
/bämˈbärd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack (a place or person) continuously with bombs, shells, or other missiles




•
 
the city was bombarded by federal forces




•
 
supporters 
bombarded

 police 
with

 bottles.










2.
 
assail (someone) persistently, as with questions, criticisms, or information




•
 
they will be 
bombarded with

 complaints.










3.
 


[Physics]

 direct a high-speed stream of particles at (a substance).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈbämˌbärd /



1.
 


‹historical›

 a cannon of the earliest type, which originally fired a stone ball.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting an early form of cannon, also a shawm): from Old French 
bombarde

 , probably based on Latin 
bombus

 ‘booming, humming’ (see bomb
 ). The verb (late 16th cent.) is from French 
bombarder

 .






bombarde

 
/ˈbämˌbärd/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a medieval alto-pitched shawm.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, denoting a shawm (see bombard
 ).





bombardier

 
/ˌbämbə(r)ˈdir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a bomber crew in the US Air Force responsible for sighting and releasing bombs.




2.
 
a rank of noncommissioned officer in certain Canadian and British artillery regiments, equivalent to corporal.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a soldier in charge of a 
bombard

 , an early form of cannon): from French, from Old French 
bombarde

 ‘cannon’ (see bombard
 ).





bombardier beetle






noun




a ground beetle that when alarmed discharges a puff of hot irritant vapor from its anus with an audible pop.

[Genus 
Brachinus

 , family 
Carabidae

 : several species.]













bombardment

 
/bämˈbärdmənt/






noun



1.
 
a continuous attack with bombs, shells, or other missiles




•
 
an aerial bombardment will precede the attack.










2.
 
a continuous flow of questions, criticisms, or information




•
 
a steady bombardment of emails and phone calls.



















bombardon

 
/ˈbämbərdən bämˈbärdən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a type of valved bass tuba.




2.
 


[Music]

 an organ stop imitating this.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
bombardone

 , from 
bombardo

 ‘cannon.’ Compare with bombarde
 .






bombast

 
/ˈbämbast/





I.
 
noun




high-sounding language with little meaning, used to impress people.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting raw cotton or absorbent cotton used as padding, later used figuratively): from Old French 
bombace

 , from medieval Latin 
bombax

 , 
bombac-

 , alteration of 
bombyx

 ‘silkworm’ (see bombazine
 ).





bombastic

 
/ˌbämˈbastik/





I.
 
adjective




high-sounding but with little meaning; inflated




•
 
bombastic rhetoric




•
 
bombastic music that drowned out what anyone was saying.














II.
 
derivatives





bombastically

 
/bämˈbastək(ə)lē /






adverb






















Bombay

 
/bämˈbā/






former name (until 1995) for Mumbai
 .










Bombay duck





I.
 
noun




the bummalo (fish), especially when dried and eaten as an accompaniment with curry.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of bummalo
 by association with Bombay
 in India (now Mumbai), from which bummalo were exported.






bombazine

 
/ˈbämbəzēn/





I.
 
noun




a twilled dress fabric of worsted and silk or cotton.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting raw cotton): from French 
bombasin

 , from medieval Latin 
bombacinum

 , from 
bombycinum

 , neuter of 
bombycinus

 ‘silken,’ based on Greek 
bombux

 ‘silkworm.’





bomb bay

 
/ˈbäm ˌbā/






noun




a compartment in the fuselage of an aircraft in which bombs are held and from which they may be dropped.













bomb disposal

 
/ˈbäm dəˌspōzəl/






noun




the defusing or removal and detonation of unexploded and delayed-action bombs.













bombe

 
/bäm(b)/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frozen dome-shaped dessert.




2.
 
a dome-shaped mold in which a bombe is made.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘bomb.’





bombé

 
/bämˈbā/





I.
 
adjective




(of furniture) rounded.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘swollen out.’





bombed

 
/bämd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an area or building) subjected to bombing




•
 
the rubble of a bombed house.










2.
 


‹informal›

 intoxicated by drink or drugs




•
 
“we might as well get 
bombed out of our minds

 ,” he said, downing another bottle.



















bombed-out

 
/ˌbämdˈout/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a building or city) destroyed by bombing.




2.
 


‹informal›

 another term for bombed
 (
sense

 2).













bomber

 
/ˈbämər/






noun



1.
 
an aircraft designed to carry and drop bombs.




2.
 
a person who plants, detonates, or throws bombs in a public place, especially as a terrorist.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a cigarette containing marijuana.




4.
 
short for bomber jacket
 .














bomber jacket

 
/ˈbämər ˈjakət/






noun




a short jacket similar to a flight jacket, but with a thick lining typically of sheepskin.













bombinate

 
/ˈbämbəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 buzz; hum


(as 
adj.

 
bombinating

 )


•
 
her head had become a bombinating vacuum.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
bombinat-

 ‘buzzed,’ from the verb 
bombinare

 , from Latin 
bombus

 ‘humming’ (see bombard
 ).





bombing run






noun




the part of the flight path of a bomber that brings it into position to release its weapons.













bomblet

 
/ˈbämlət/






noun




a small bomb.













bombora

 
/ˌbämˈbôrə/





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 a wave that forms over a submerged offshore reef or rock, sometimes breaking heavily and producing a dangerous stretch of broken water.











– origin

 1930s: from an Aboriginal word, perhaps Dharuk 
bumbora

 .





bombproof

 
/ˈbämˌpro͞of/






adjective



1.
 
strong enough to resist the effects of blast from a bomb.




2.
 
(of a tame animal, typically a horse) not easily alarmed by unusual circumstances.




•
 
piebald cob, seven years old, good to box, shoe, and clip, bombproof in traffic.



















bomb scare






noun




an alert prompted by the suspicion that a bomb has been planted in a public place




•
 
the court building was temporarily evacuated following a bomb scare.



















bombshell

 
/ˈbämˌSHel/






noun



1.
 
an overwhelming surprise or disappointment




•
 
the news came as a bombshell.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a very attractive woman




•
 
a twenty-year-old 
blonde bombshell

 .










3.
 


‹dated›

 an artillery shell.













bombsight

 
/ˈbämˌsīt/






noun




a mechanical or electronic device used in an aircraft for aiming bombs.













bomb squad

 
/ˈbäm ˌskwäd/






noun




a division of a police force assigned to defuse explosive devices.














Bon

 
/bän /

 
O-Bon






noun




a Japanese Buddhist festival held annually in August to honor the dead.

Also called Festival of the Dead
 or Lantern Festival
 .













Bon, Cape

 
/bôN/






a peninsula in northeastern Tunisia.









bona fide

 
/ˌbōnə ˈfīdē/





I.
 
adjective




genuine; real




•
 
only bona fide members of the company are allowed to use the logo.














II.
 
adverb






[chiefly Law]

 sincerely; without intention to deceive




•
 
the court will assume that they have acted bona fide.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘with good faith,’ ablative singular of bona fides
 .






bona fides

 
/ˌbōnə ˈfīdēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's honesty and sincerity of intention




•
 
he went to great lengths to establish his liberal bona fides.










2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 documentary evidence showing a person's legitimacy; credentials




•
 
are you satisfied with my bona fides?

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘good faith.’





Bonaire

 
/bəˈner/






a self-governing territory of the Netherlands, formerly one of the two principal islands of the Netherlands Antilles (the other was Curaçao); chief town, Kralendijk; pop. 12,877 (2009).










bonanza

 
/bəˈnanzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a situation or event that creates a sudden increase in wealth, good fortune, or profits




•
 
a bonanza in military sales




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bonanza year for the computer industry.










2.
 
a large amount of something desirable




•
 
the festive feature film bonanza.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US, especially with reference to success when mining): from Spanish, literally ‘fair weather, prosperity,’ from Latin 
bonus

 ‘good.’





Bonaparte

 
/ˈbōnəˌpärt /

 
Buonaparte






a Corsican family, including the three French rulers named Napoleon.









bon appétit

 
/ˌbōn ˌapəˈtē/





I.
 
exclamation




used as a salutation to a person about to eat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘good appetite.’





Bonaventura, St.

 
/ˌbōnəˌvenˈto͝orə/






(1221–74), Franciscan theologian; born 
Giovanni di Fidanza

 ; known as 
the Seraphic Doctor

 . He wrote the official biography of St. Francis. Feast day, July 15 (formerly 14).









bonbon

 
/ˈbänˌbän/





I.
 
noun




a piece of candy, especially one covered with chocolate.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, reduplication of 
bon

 ‘good,’ from Latin 
bonus

 .






bond

 
/bänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
bonds

 )
 — physical restraints used to hold someone or something prisoner, especially ropes or chains.




2.
 
a thing used to tie something or to fasten things together




•
 
she brushed back a curl that had strayed from its bonds




•
 


‹figurative›

 chaos could result if the bonds of obedience and loyalty were broken.










3.
 
adhesiveness; ability of two objects to stick to each other




•
 
a total lack of effective bond between the concrete and the steel.










4.
 
a force or feeling that unites people; a common emotion or interest




•
 
there was a bond of understanding between them.










5.
 
an agreement with legal force, in particular




6.
 


[Law]

 a deed by which a person is committed to make payment to another.




7.
 
a certificate issued by a government or a public company promising to repay borrowed money at a fixed rate of interest at a specified time.




8.
 
an insurance policy held by a company, which protects against losses resulting from circumstances such as bankruptcy or misconduct by employees.




9.
 


(US)

 a sum of money paid as bail.




10.
 
(also 
chemical bond

 )
 — a strong force of attraction holding atoms together in a molecule or crystal, resulting from the sharing or transfer of electrons.




11.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Building]

 any of the various patterns in which bricks are conventionally laid in order to ensure the strength of the resulting structure.

See English bond
 , Flemish bond
 .




12.
 
short for bond paper
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
join or be joined securely to something else, typically by means of an adhesive substance, heat, or pressure


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
press the material to 
bond

 the layers 
together






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
this material will 
bond

 well 
to

 stainless steel rods




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bonding

 )
 
a bonding agent.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — establish a relationship with someone based on shared feelings, interests, or experiences




•
 
the failure to properly 
bond with

 their children




•
 
the team has 
bonded together

 well




•
 (as 
noun

 
bonding

 )
 
the film has some great male bonding scenes.










3.
 
join or be joined by a chemical bond.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
bonding

 )
 — lay (bricks) in an overlapping pattern so as to form a strong structure




•
 
a bonding course.










5.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
bonding

 )
 — place (dutiable goods) in bond.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of band
 1
 .






bondage

 
/ˈbändij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being a slave




•
 
the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt's bondage




•
 


‹figurative›

 the bondage of drug addiction.










2.
 
sexual practice that involves the tying up or restraining of one partner.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Latin 
bondagium

 , from Middle English 
bond

 ‘serf’ (earlier ‘peasant, householder’), from Old Norse 
bóndi

 ‘tiller of the soil,’ based on 
búa

 ‘dwell’; influenced in sense by bond
 .





bonded

 
/ˈbändəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a thing) joined securely to another thing, especially by an adhesive, a heat process, or pressure




•
 
bonded metal plates.










2.
 
emotionally or psychologically linked




•
 
a strongly bonded group of females.










3.
 
held by a chemical bond




•
 
bonded atoms.










4.
 
(of a person or company) bound by a legal agreement, in particular




5.
 
(of a debt) secured by bonds.




6.
 
(of a worker or workforce) obliged to work for a particular employer, often in a condition close to slavery.




7.
 
(of dutiable goods) placed in bond.













bonded warehouse

 
/ˈbändəd ˈwe(ə)rˌhous/






noun




a customs-controlled warehouse for the retention of imported goods until the duty owed is paid.













bondholder

 
/ˈbändˌhōldər/






noun




a person owning a bond or bonds issued by a government or a public company.













bondmaid

 
/ˈbän(d)mād/






noun






‹archaic›

 a slave girl.













bondman

 
/ˈbän(d)mən/






noun






‹archaic›

 a serf; a slave.














bond paper






noun




high-quality writing paper.













Bonds, Barry

 
/bändz/






(1964–), US baseball player; full name 
Barry Lamar Bonds

 . The winner of seven National League Most Valuable Player awards (1990, 1992, 1993, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004), he played for the Pittsburgh Pirates 1986–1992 and the San Francisco Giants from 1993. In 2007, he eclipsed the home run record (755) of Hank Aaron.









bondservant

 
/ˈbän(d)ˌsərvənt/






noun



1.
 
a person bound in service without wages.




2.
 
a slave or serf.













bondsman

 
/ˈbändzmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who stands surety for a bond.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a slave.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
sense

 1 from bond
 + man
 ; 
sense

 2 is a variant of Middle English 
bondman

 , from obsolete 
bond

 ‘serf’ (see also bondage
 ).





bondwoman

 
/ˈbän(d)ˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female bondservant or slave.














bone

 
/bōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the pieces of hard, whitish tissue making up the skeleton in humans and other vertebrates




•
 
his injuries included many broken bones




•
 
a shoulder bone.







The substance of bones is formed by specialized cells (osteoblasts) that secrete around themselves a material containing calcium salts (which provide hardness and strength in compression) and collagen fibers (which provide tensile strength). Many bones have a central cavity containing marrow.




2.
 
(
bones

 )
 — a person's body




•
 
he hauled his tired bones upright.










3.
 
(
bones

 )
 — a corpse or skeleton




•
 
the diggers turned up the bones of a fifteen-year-old girl




•
 
bones of prehistoric mammals.










4.
 
a bone of an animal with meat on it, used as food for people or dogs




•
 
stewed in stock made with a ham bone




•
 
dogs yelping over a bone.










5.
 
the calcified material of which bones consist




•
 
an earring of bone.










6.
 
a substance similar to bone such as ivory, dentin, or whalebone.




7.
 
(often 
bones

 )
 — a thing made of, or once made of, such a substance, for example a pair of dice.




8.
 
the whitish color of bone




•
 
the sandals she had dyed bone to match the small purse.










9.
 
(
bones

 )
 — the basic or essential framework of something




•
 
you need to put some flesh on the bones of your idea.










10.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the bones from (meat or fish)




•
 
while the gumbo is simmering, bone the cooked chicken.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bone up on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 study (a subject) intensively, often in preparation for something




•
 
she boned up on languages she had learned long ago and went back to New Guinea.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (someone).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bag of bones






see bag
 .









2.
 
the bare bones






see bare
 .









3.
 
be skin and bones






see skin
 .









4.
 
a bone of contention






a subject or issue over which there is continuing disagreement




•
 
the examination system has long been a serious bone of contention.















5.
 
close to (or near) the bone





a.
 
(of a remark) penetrating and accurate to the point of causing hurt or discomfort.




b.
 
destitute; hard up.









6.
 
cut (or pare) something to the bone






reduce something to the bare minimum




•
 
costs will have to be cut to the bone.















7.
 
(as) dry as a bone






see dry
 .









8.
 
have a bone to pick with someone








‹informal›

 have reason to disagree or be annoyed with someone.









9.
 
have not a —— bone in one's body






(of a person) have not the slightest trace of the specified quality




•
 
there's not a conservative bone in his body.















10.
 
in one's bones






felt, believed, or known deeply or instinctively




•
 
he has rhythm in his bones




•
 
something good was bound to happen; he could 
feel it in his bones

 .















11.
 
make no bones about something






have no hesitation in stating or dealing with something, however awkward or distasteful it is




•
 
the film is an op-ed piece, and the director makes no bones about its biases.















12.
 
to the bone





a.
 
(of a wound) so deep as to expose a person's bone




•
 
his thigh had been axed open to the bone




•
 


‹figurative›

 his contempt cut her to the bone.










b.
 
(especially of cold) affecting a person in a penetrating way




•
 
chilled to the bone.










c.
 
(or 
to one's bones

 )
 — used to emphasize that a person has a specified quality in an overwhelming or fundamental way




•
 
she's a New Englander to her bones




•
 
he's a cop to the bone.















13.
 
throw a bone to






give someone only a token concession




•
 
was the true purpose of the minimum wage hike to throw a bone to the unions?















14.
 
what's bred in the bone will come out in the flesh (or blood)








‹proverb›

 a person's behavior or characteristics are determined by heredity.









15.
 
work one's fingers to the bone






work very hard




•
 
Tracy can work her fingers to the bone, but it's Ms. Green who gets the thanks.





















– origin

 Old English 
bān

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
been

 and German 
Bein

 .






Bône

 
/bōn/






former name for Annaba
 .









bone ash






noun




the mineral residue of calcined bones, used chiefly in the production of bone china and fertilizers.













bone black






noun




fine charcoal made by burning animal bones in a closed container, used as a pigment and in the refining of sugar.













bone-breaking






adjective



1.
 
(also 
bone-shaking

 )
 — (of a surface or journey) bumpy, rough, or involving many sudden jolts




•
 
what passed for roads were now simply bone-breaking tracks




•
 
a bone-shaking two-hour drive.










2.
 
involving great physical force or violence




•
 
a bone-breaking blow.



















bone china

 
/ˌbōn ˈCHīnə/






noun




fine china made of clay mixed with bone ash.













boned

 
/bōnd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of meat or fish) having had the bones removed before cooking or serving




•
 
boned turkey with cranberry stuffing.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a person) having bones of the specified type




•
 
she was fine-boned and boyishly slim.










3.
 
(of a garment) stiffened with strips of plastic or whalebone to give shape to the figure or the garment.













bone-dry






adjective




extremely or completely dry.













bonefish

 
/ˈbōnˌfiSH/






noun




a silvery game fish of warm coastal waters.

Also called ladyfish
 . [Family 
Albulidae

 and genus 
Albula

 : several species, in particular 
A. vulpes

 .]













bonehead

 
/ˈbōnˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives





boneheaded

 
/ˈbōnˌhedəd /






adjective





















boneless

 
/ˈbōnləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a piece of meat or fish) having had the bones removed.




2.
 
lacking physical or mental strength




•
 
the slack and boneless character of his writing.














II.
 
derivatives





bonelessly






adverb






•
 
he collapsed bonelessly into an easy chair



























bonemeal

 
/ˈbōnˌmēl/






noun




crushed or ground bones used as a fertilizer.













boner

 
/ˈbōnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid mistake.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 an erection of the penis.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): from bone
 + -er
 1
 .






boneset

 
/ˈbōnset/






noun



1.
 
a North American plant of the daisy family that bears clusters of small flowers and is used in herbal medicine.

[Genus 
Eupatorium

 , family 
Compositae

 , several species, in particular the white-flowered 
E. perfoliatum

 and its purple-flowered form, 
purple boneset

 .]




2.
 
another term for comfrey
 .

[its ground-up root was formerly used as a ‘plaster’ to set broken bones.]













bonesetter

 
/ˈbōnˌsedər/






noun






‹historical›

 a person, typically not formally qualified, who sets broken or dislocated bones.














bone spavin






noun




osteoarthritis of the hock in horses, which may cause swelling and lameness.













bone-weary

 
/ˌbōnˈwirē /

 
bone-tired






adjective




utterly weary; extremely tired.













boneyard

 
/ˈbōnyärd/






noun






‹informal›

 a cemetery.













bonfire

 
/ˈbänˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a large open-air fire used as part of a celebration, for burning trash, or as a signal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from bone
 + fire
 . The term originally denoted a large open-air fire on which bones were burned (sometimes as part of a celebration), also one for burning heretics or proscribed literature. Dr. Johnson accepted the mistaken idea that the word came from French 
bon

 ‘good.’





bong1


 
/bäNG/





I.
 
noun




a low-pitched, resonant sound such as made by a large bell




•
 
the clock had struck the hour, and it was only three bongs.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a bell) emit a low-pitched, resonant sound.











– origin

 1920s (originally US): imitative.





bong2


 
/bäNG/





I.
 
noun




a water pipe used for smoking marijuana or other drugs.











– origin

 1970s: from Thai 
baung

 , literally ‘wooden tube.’





bong3


 
/bäNG/





I.
 
noun






[Mountaineering]

 a large piton.











– origin

 1960s: probably imitative of the sound of its being hammered into rock.





bongo1


 
/ˈbäNGɡō /

 
bongo drum





I.
 
noun




either of a pair of small, long-bodied drums typically held between the knees and played with the fingers.











– origin

 1920s: from Latin American Spanish 
bongó

 .





bongo2


 
/ˈbäNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a forest antelope that has a chestnut coat with narrow white vertical stripes, native to central Africa.

[
Tragelaphus euryceros

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Kikongo.





Bonhoeffer, Dietrich

 
/ˈbänˌhôfər/






(1906–45), German Lutheran theologian and pastor. He was an active opponent of Nazism and was involved in the German resistance movement. Arrested in 1943, he was sent to Buchenwald concentration camp and later executed.










bonhomie

 
/ˌbänəˈmē ˈbänəmē/





I.
 
noun




cheerful friendliness; geniality




•
 
he exuded good humor and bonhomie.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
bonhomme

 ‘good fellow.’





bonhomous

 
/ˈbänəməs/





I.
 
adjective




full of cheerful friendliness




•
 
her relaxed, bonhomous nature.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bonhomie
 + -ous
 .





boniato

 
/ˌbänēˈädō/





I.
 
noun




a variety of sweet potato with white flesh.











– origin

 American Spanish.





Boniface, St.

 
/ˈbänəfəs/






(680–754), Anglo-Saxon missionary; born 
Wynfrith

 ; known as 
the Apostle of Germany

 . He was sent to Frisia and Germany to spread the Christian faith and was appointed primate of Germany in 732. He was martyred in Frisia. Feast day, June 5.










bonito

 
/bəˈnēdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smaller relative of the tunas, with dark oblique stripes on the back and important as a food and game fish.

[
Sarda

 and related genera, family 
Scombridae

 : several species.]




2.
 
(also 
ocean bonito

 )
 — another term for skipjack
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish.





bonk

 
/bäNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — knock or hit (something) so as to cause a reverberating sound




•
 
he bonked his head on the plane's low bulkhead.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have sexual intercourse with (someone).




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a cyclist or runner) reach a point of exhaustion that makes one unable to go further




•
 
I bonked and couldn't pedal another stroke.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of knocking or hitting something that causes a reverberating sound




•
 
give it a bonk with a hammer.










2.
 
an act of sexual intercourse.




3.
 
(
the bonk

 )
 — a level of exhaustion that makes a cyclist or runner unable to go further




•
 
we had the bonk when we were saddle sore.

















– origin

 1930s: imitative.





bonkers

 
/ˈbäNGkərz/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 mad; crazy




•
 
and the fans 
go bonkers






•
 
he's driving me bonkers.

















– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.






bon mot

 
/bäːnˈmō/





I.
 
noun




a witty remark.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘good word.’





Bonn

 
/bän/






a city in the state of North Rhine–Westphalia in Germany; pop. 314,300 (est. 2006). From 1949 until the reunification of Germany in 1990, it was the capital of the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany).









Bonnard, Pierre

 
/bôˈnär/






(1867–1947), French painter and graphic artist; member of the Nabi Group.









bonne femme

 
/ˌbän ˈfam/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of fish dishes, stews, and soups) cooked in a simple way.











– origin

 French, from the phrase 
à la bonne femme

 ‘in the manner of a good housewife.’





bonnet

 
/ˈbänət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's or child's hat tied under the chin, typically with a brim framing the face.




2.
 
(also 
war bonnet

 )
 — the ceremonial feathered headdress of an American Indian.




3.
 
a soft round brimless hat like a beret, especially as worn by men and boys in Scotland.




4.
 


[Heraldry]

 the velvet cap within a coronet.




5.
 
a protective cover or cap over a machine or object, in particular




6.
 
a cowl on a chimney.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 the hood of an automobile.




8.
 


[Sailing]

 
‹historical›

 an additional canvas laced to the foot of a sail to catch more wind.








II.
 
derivatives





bonneted






adjective





bonnet
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a soft brimless hat for men): from Old French 
bonet

 , from medieval Latin 
abonnis

 ‘headgear.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 15th cent.





Bonneville Dam

 
/ˌbänəvil ˈdam/






hydroelectric dam built in the 1930s on the Columbia River, east of Portland in Oregon.









Bonneville Salt Flats






a desert in northwestern Utah, west of the Great Salt Lake, noted as the site of automotive speed trials.









Bonney, William H.

 
/ˈbänē/






(1859–81), US outlaw; born 
Henry McCarty

 ; known as 
Billy the Kid

 . A notorious robber and murderer, he was captured by Sheriff Pat Garrett in 1880 and was shot by Garrett after he had escaped from jail.









bonny

 
/ˈbänē /

 

‹chiefly Scottish N. English›


 
bonnie





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
attractive; beautiful




•
 
a bonny lass.










2.
 
(of a baby) plump and healthy-looking.




3.
 
sizable; considerable (usually expressing approval)




•
 
it's worth a thousand pounds, a bonny sum.














II.
 
noun

 — (
my bonny

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 used as a form of address for one's beloved or baby.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bonnily

 
/ˈbänəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bonniness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps related to Old French 
bon

 ‘good.’






bonny clabber





I.
 
noun




another term for clabber
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Irish 
bainne clabair

 , denoting thick milk for churning.





Bono, Sonny

 
/ˈbōnō/






(1935–98), US entertainer and politician; born 
Salvatore Bono

 . Famed as half of the singing duo Sonny and Cher 1964–74, he later became a Republican politician. He was elected mayor of Palm Springs, California, in 1988 and served in the US House of Representatives 1995–98. He died in a skiing accident.










bonobo

 
/bəˈnōbō/





I.
 
noun




a chimpanzee with a black face and black hair, found in the rain forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).

Also called pygmy chimpanzee
 . [
Pan paniscus

 , family 
Pongidae

 .]











– origin

 1950s: a local word.





bonsai

 
/bänˈsī ˈbänˌsī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental tree or shrub grown in a pot and artificially prevented from reaching its normal size.




2.
 
the art of growing ornamental, artificially dwarfed trees or shrubs.











– origin

 1950s: from Japanese, from 
bon

 ‘tray’ + 
sai

 ‘planting.’





bons mots

 
/ˌbän ˈmō/






plural form of bon mot
 .









bonspiel

 
/ˈbänspēl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(Canadian)

 a curling tournament.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably of Low German origin.





bontebok

 
/ˈbän(t)ēˌbäk/





I.
 
noun




an antelope with a mainly reddish-brown coat and white face, found in eastern South Africa. It belongs to the same species as the blesbok.

[
Damaliscus dorcas dorcas

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Dutch 
bont

 ‘pied’ + 
bok

 ‘buck.’





bon ton

 
/bän ˈtän, bôN ˈtôN/





I.
 
noun




the fashionable world.











– origin

 French, literally ‘good taste.’





bonus

 
/ˈbōnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of money added to wages on a seasonal basis, especially as a reward for good performance




•
 
big Christmas bonuses.










2.
 
something welcome and often unexpected that accompanies and enhances something that is itself good




•
 
good weather is 
an added bonus

 but the real appeal is the landscape.










3.
 


[Basketball]

 an extra free throw awarded to a fouled player when the opposing team has exceeded the number of team fouls allowed during a period.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 an extra dividend or issue paid to the shareholders of a company.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 a distribution of profits to holders of an insurance policy.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (probably originally London stock-exchange slang): from Latin 
bonus

 (masculine) ‘good,’ used in place of 
bonum

 (neuter) ‘good, good thing.’ Compare with boon
 2
 .






bon vivant

 
/ˌbän vēˈvänt/





I.
 
noun




a person who enjoys a sociable and luxurious lifestyle.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘person living well,’ from 
bon

 ‘good’ and 
vivre

 ‘to live.’





bon viveur

 
/ˈbän vēˈvər, ˌbôN vēˈvœr/





I.
 
noun




another term for bon vivant
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: pseudo-French, from French 
bon

 ‘good’ and 
viveur

 ‘a living person,’ on the pattern of 
bon vivant

 .





bon voyage

 
/ˌbän ˌvoiˈäZH/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express good wishes to someone about to go on a journey




•
 
good luck and bon voyage!




•
 
they had come to 
wish

 her 
bon voyage

 .

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘good journey.’





bony

 
/ˈbōnē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like bone




•
 
the bony plates that protect turtles and tortoises.










2.
 
(of a person or part of the body) so thin that the bones are prominent




•
 
he held up his bony fingers.










3.
 
(of a fish eaten as food) having many bones.








II.
 
derivatives





boniness






noun






















bony fish

 
/ˈbōnē fiSH/






noun




a fish of a large class distinguished by a skeleton of bone, and comprising the majority of modern fishes.

Compare with cartilaginous fish
 . [Class 
Osteichthyes

 : two or three subclasses.]













bonze

 
/bänz/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese or Chinese Buddhist monk.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Japanese 
bonzō

 , 
bonsō

 ‘priest.’





bonzer

 
/ˈbänzər/





I.
 
adjective






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 excellent, first-rate.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps an alteration of bonanza
 .






boo1


 
/bo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
said suddenly to surprise someone




•
 
“Boo!” she cried, jumping up to frighten him.







[probably an alteration of earlier 
bo

 , used in the same way since late Middle English.]




2.
 
said to show disapproval or contempt, especially at a performance or athletic contest.








II.
 
noun




an utterance of “boo” to show disapproval or contempt




•
 
the audience greeted this comment with boos and hisses.














III.
 
verb




say “boo” to show disapproval or contempt


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they booed and hissed when he stepped on stage




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I was practically 
booed off the stage

 for talking about cyberpunk.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
say boo






[with 
negative

 ]
 — say anything at all; utter a sound




•
 
Walter looked at us, but he didn't say boo.















2.
 
wouldn't say boo to a goose








(Brit.)

 used to emphasize that someone is very shy or reticent.















– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 exclamation): imitative of the lowing of oxen. The sound was considered to be derisive; compare with hiss
 and hoot
 .





boo2


 
/bo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's boyfriend or girlfriend.











– origin

 1980s: origin uncertain; probably an alteration of French 
beau

 ‘boyfriend, male admirer.’






boob1


 
/bo͞ob /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a foolish or stupid person




•
 
why was that boob given a key investigation?










2.
 


(Brit.)

 an embarrassing mistake.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of booby
 1
 .






boob2


 
/bo͞ob/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
boobs

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a woman's breast.











– origin

 1950s (originally US): abbreviation of booby
 2
 , from dialect 
bubby

 , of uncertain origin; perhaps related to German dialect 
Bübbi

 ‘teat.’





booboisie

 
/ˌbo͞obwäˈzē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 stupid people as a class.











– origin

 1920s: from boob
 1
 , humorous formation on the pattern of 
bourgeoisie

 .





boo-boo

 
/ˈbo͞obo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a mistake




•
 
you could make a big boo-boo if you leap to any drastic conclusions.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a minor injury, such as a scratch




•
 
there is no one to kiss the boo-boo!

















– origin

 1950s (originally US): reduplication of boob
 1
 .





boob tube

 
/bo͞ob t(y)o͞ob /

 

‹informal›







noun

 — (usu. 
the boob tube

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 television or a television set




•
 
librarians are scrambling for ways to compete with the boob tube.




















booby1


 
/ˈbo͞obē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stupid or childish person.




2.
 
a large tropical seabird of the gannet family, with brown, black, or white plumage and often brightly colored feet.

[Genus 
Sula

 , family 
Sulidae

 : several species, including the common 
red-footed booby

 (
S. sula

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from Spanish 
bobo

 (in both senses), from Latin 
balbus

 ‘stammering.’






booby2


 
/ˈbo͞obē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
boobies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a woman's breast.











– origin

 1930s: alteration of dialect 
bubby

 (see boob
 2
 ).





booby hatch

 
/ˈbo͞obē ˌhaCH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a psychiatric hospital.













booby prize

 
/ˈbo͞obē ˌprīz/






noun




a prize given as a joke to the last-place finisher in a race or competition.













booby trap

 
/ˈbo͞obē ˌtrap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing designed to catch the unwary, in particular




2.
 
an apparently harmless object containing a concealed explosive device designed to kill or injure anyone who touches it




•
 
miles of mines, booby traps, and underground fortifications.










3.
 
a trap intended as a practical joke, such as an object placed on top of a door ajar ready to fall on the next person to pass through.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place a booby trap in or on (an object or area)


(as 
adj.

 
booby-trapped

 )


•
 
the area was heavily mined and booby-trapped.




















boodle

 
/ˈbo͞odl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 money, especially that gained or spent illegally or improperly




•
 
he spent $30 million of his own boodle trying to buy a Senate seat.










2.
 
(
boodles

 )
 — a great quantity, especially of money




•
 
Scandinavian Air has boodles of seats for America




•
 
the men expected to make boodles.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a pack or crowd): from Dutch 
boedel

 , 
boel

 ‘possessions, disorderly mass.’ Compare with caboodle
 .





boogaloo

 
/ˈbo͞oɡəˌlo͞o /

 

‹US›






I.
 
noun




a modern dance to rock-and-roll music performed with swiveling and shuffling movements of the body, originally popular in the 1960s.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform the boogaloo dance.











– origin

 1960s: perhaps an alteration of boogie-woogie
 (see boogie
 ).





booger

 
/ˈbo͝oɡər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for bogeyman
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a piece of dried nasal mucus.













boogeyman

 
/ˈbo͞oːɡēman/






noun




variant spelling of bogeyman
 .














boogie

 
/ˈbo͝oɡē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of blues played on the piano with a strong, fast beat.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a dance to fast pop or rock music.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 dance to fast pop or rock music




•
 
ready to 
boogie down

 to the music of the house band




•
 
he can 
boogie the night away

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 move or leave somewhere fast




•
 
I think we'd better 
boogie on out of here

 .

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US in the sense ‘party’): of unknown origin.





boogie board





I.
 
noun




a short light type of surfboard ridden in a prone position.








II.
 
derivatives





boogie boarder






noun





















boohoo

 
/ˌbo͞oˈho͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




used to represent the sound of someone crying noisily.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cry noisily




•
 
she broke down and boohooed.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





boojum

 
/ˈbo͞ojəm/





I.
 
noun




an imaginary dangerous animal.











– origin

 1876: nonsense word coined by Lewis Carroll.






book

 
/bo͝ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written or printed work consisting of pages glued or sewn together along one side and bound in covers




•
 
a book of selected poems




•
 
a 
book on

 cats




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a book report.










2.
 
a literary composition that is published or intended for publication as a book




•
 
the book is set in the 1940s




•
 
I'm writing a book.










3.
 
(
the books

 )
 — used to refer to studying




•
 
he is so deep in his books he would forget to eat.










4.
 
a main division of a classic literary work, an epic, or the Bible




•
 
the Book of Genesis.










5.
 
the libretto of an opera or musical, or the script of a play.




6.
 
(
the book

 )
 — the local telephone directory




•
 
is your name in the book?










7.
 
(
the Book

 )
 — the Bible.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a magazine.




9.
 
an imaginary record or list (often used to emphasize the thoroughness or comprehensiveness of someone's actions or experiences)




•
 
she felt every emotion in the book of love.










10.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a bound set of blank sheets for writing or keeping records in




•
 
an accounts book.










11.
 
(
books

 )
 — a set of records or accounts




•
 
he can do more than 
balance the books

 .










12.
 
a bookmaker's record of bets accepted and money paid out.




13.
 
a set of tickets, stamps, matches, checks, samples of cloth, etc., bound together




•
 
a pattern book




•
 
a book of matches.










14.
 
(
the book

 )
 — the first six tricks taken by the declarer in a hand of bridge.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reserve (accommodations, a place, etc.); buy (a ticket) in advance




•
 
I have booked a table at the Swan




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
book early to avoid disappointment.










2.
 
reserve accommodations for (someone)




•
 
his secretary had 
booked

 him 
into

 the Howard Hotel




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
book me a single room at my usual hotel.










3.
 
engage (a performer or guest) for an occasion or event.




4.
 
(
be booked (up)

 )
 — have all appointments or places reserved; be full




•
 
I'm booked till, like, 2014.










5.
 
make an official record of the name and other personal details of (a criminal suspect or offender)




•
 
the cop booked me and took me down to the station.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 leave suddenly




•
 
they just ate your pizza and drank your soda and booked.










7.
 
move quickly; hurry




•
 
my sister and I booked to the playground




•
 
I didn't hear the verdict because I had to 
book it

 to work.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring someone to book






bring someone to justice; punish.









2.
 
by the book






strictly according to the rules




•
 
a cop who doesn't exactly 
play it by the book

 .















3.
 
close the book on






lay aside; expend no further energy on




•
 
Congress closed the book on wool subsidies.















4.
 
in someone's bad (or good) books








(chiefly Brit.)

 in disfavor (or favor) with a person.









5.
 
in my book






in my opinion




•
 
that counts as a lie in my book.















6.
 
make book








(US)

 take bets on the outcome of an event.




•
 


‹figurative›

 I wouldn't make book on it.















7.
 
one for the books






an extraordinary feat or event.









8.
 
on the books






contained in a book of laws or records




•
 
discriminatory laws still on the books




•
 
the longest pitching career on the books.















9.
 
People of the Book






Jews and Christians as regarded by Muslims.









10.
 
suit someone's book








(Brit.)

 be convenient for someone




•
 
it didn't suit her book at all to be moved.















11.
 
take a leaf from (or out of) someone's book






imitate or emulate someone in a particular way




•
 
Gorbachev must take a leaf from Deng's book and offer tangible benefits.















12.
 
throw the book at








‹informal›

 charge or punish (someone) as severely as possible.









13.
 
write the book






used in reference to particular expertise or proficiency in a subject, area of activity, etc.




•
 
they actually care about the product they are making and they 
wrote the book on

 customer service




•
 
he pretty much 
writes the book on

 how to be perfect in the media.















14.
 
you can't judge a book by its cover








‹proverb›

 outward appearances are not a reliable indication of true character.












IV.
 
derivatives





bookable

 
/ˈbo͝okəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
bōc

 (originally also ‘a document or charter’), 
bōcian

 ‘to grant by charter,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boek

 and German 
Buch

 , and probably to beech
 (on which runes were carved).





book bag






noun




a bag of a type used to carry books




•
 
Jane swung her book bag on to her shoulder.



















bookbinder

 
/ˈbo͝okˌbīndər/





I.
 
noun




a person who binds books as a profession.








II.
 
derivatives





bookbinding

 
/ˈbo͝okˌbīndiNG /






noun





















bookcase

 
/ˈbo͝okˌkās/






noun




a set of shelves for books set in a surrounding frame or cabinet.













book club

 
/ˈbo͝ok ˌkləb/






noun



1.
 
another term for book group
 .




•
 
I chose this novel for our book club but was a little disappointed in it.










2.
 
an organization that sells selected books to members or subscribers, typically at reduced prices.




•
 
to take advantage of the discounts consumers will have to sign up to the book club.



















bookend

 
/ˈbo͝okˌend/





I.
 
noun




a support for the end of a row of books to keep them upright, often one of a pair.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bookended

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 occur or be positioned at the end or on either side of (something)




•
 
the narrative is bookended by a pair of incisive essays.



















booker

 
/ˈbo͝okər/






noun




short for booking agent
 .













Booker Prize

 
/ˈbo͝okər ˌprīz/






a literary prize awarded annually for a novel published by a British, Irish, or Commonwealth citizen during the previous year, formerly financed by the multinational company Booker McConnell and since 2002 by the investment management firm Man Group plc. Full name 
Man Booker Prize

 .









book group






noun




a group of people who meet regularly to discuss books that all the members have read.













book hand






noun




a formal style of handwriting as used by professional copiers of books before the invention of printing.













bookie

 
/ˈbo͝okē/






noun




informal term for bookmaker
 .













booking

 
/ˈbo͝okiNG/






noun



1.
 
an act of reserving accommodations, travel, etc., or of buying a ticket in advance




•
 
the hotel does not handle group bookings




•
 
early booking is essential.










2.
 
an engagement for a performance by an entertainer




•
 
TV show bookings were mysteriously canceled.




















booking agent






noun



1.
 
a person who makes engagements or reservations for others, in particular




2.
 
a person who arranges concert or club engagements for performers.




3.
 
a person who makes travel arrangements for clients.













booking clerk

 
/ˈbo͝okiNG klərk/






noun






(Brit.)

 an official selling tickets, especially at a railroad station.













booking hall

 
booking office






noun






(Brit.)

 a room or area at a railroad station in which tickets are sold.













bookish

 
/ˈbo͝okiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or way of life) devoted to reading and studying rather than worldly interests




•
 
by comparison I was very bookish, intellectual, and wordy in a wrong way.










2.
 
(of language or writing) literary in style or allusion




•
 
long bookish scholarship




•
 
a bookish but eloquent erotic memoir.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bookishly






adverb













2.
 
bookishness

 
/ˈbo͝okiSHnəs /






noun





















bookkeeper

 
/ˈbo͝o(k)ˌkēpər/






noun




a person whose job is to keep records of the financial affairs of a business




•
 
the business had grown enough to justify hiring a bookkeeper.



















bookkeeping

 
/ˈbo͝okˌkēpiNG/






noun




the activity or occupation of keeping records of the financial affairs of a business.













book learning

 
/ˈbo͝ok ˌlərniNG/






noun




knowledge gained from books or study; mere theory




•
 
knowledge based on experience rather than book learning.



















booklet

 
/ˈbo͝oklit/






noun




a small book consisting of a few sheets, typically with paper covers.













booklouse

 
/ˈbo͝oklous/






noun




a minute insect that typically has reduced or absent wings and often lives in books or papers, where it feeds on mold.

[
Liposcelidae

 and related families in the order 
Psocoptera

 : many species.]













book lung






noun






[Zoology]

 (in a spider or other arachnid) each of a pair of respiratory organs composed of many fine leaves. They are situated in the abdomen and have openings on the underside.














bookmaker

 
/ˈbo͝okˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes bets (especially on horse races), calculates odds, and pays out winnings.








II.
 
derivatives





bookmaking

 
/ˈbo͝okˌmākiNG /






noun





















bookman

 
/ˈbo͝okmən/






noun




a literary person, especially one involved in the business of books.













bookmark

 
/ˈbo͝okˌmärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of leather, cardboard, or other material used to mark one's place in a book.




2.
 
a record of the address of a website, file, or other data made to enable quick access in future.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record the address of (a website, file, etc.) to enable quick access in future




•
 
if you think politics is the ultimate game, be sure to bookmark eVote.



















bookmarklet

 
/ˈbo͝okmärklət/






noun






[Computing]

 a small software application stored as a bookmark in a web browser, which typically allows a user to interact with the currently loaded web page in some way.




•
 
a JavaScript bookmarklet designed to help uncover clickjacking sites.



















bookmobile

 
/ˈbo͝okməbēl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a truck, van, or trailer serving as a mobile library.











– origin

 1930s: from book
 , on the pattern of 
automobile

 .






Book of Changes






noun




another name for I Ching
 .













Book of Common Prayer






noun




the official service book of the Church of England and, with some variation, of other churches of the Anglican Communion. It was compiled by Thomas Cranmer and others and first issued in 1549.













book of hours






noun




(in the Christian Church) a book containing the prayers or offices to be said at the canonical hours of the day, particularly popular in the Middle Ages.













book page






noun



1.
 
a page of a book.




2.
 
a page of a newspaper or magazine devoted to book reviews.













bookplate

 
/ˈbo͝okˌplāt/






noun




a decorative label stuck in the front of a book, bearing the name of the book's owner.














bookrack

 
/ˈbo͝okrak/






noun



1.
 
a rack or shelf for books.




2.
 
a stand or rack for holding an open book.

Also called bookstand
 .













bookseller

 
/ˈbo͝okˌselər/





I.
 
noun




a person who sells books, especially as the owner or manager of a bookstore.








II.
 
derivatives





bookselling

 
/ˈbo͝okˌseliNG /






noun





















bookshelf

 
/ˈbo͝okˌSHelf/






noun




a shelf on which books can be stored.














bookstall

 
/ˈbo͝okˌstôl/






noun



1.
 
a stand where books are sold, typically secondhand.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a newsstand.














bookstand

 
/ˈbo͝okstand/






noun



1.
 
another term for bookstall
 .




2.
 
another term for bookrack
 .













bookstore

 
/ˈbo͝okstôr /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 bookshop






noun




a store where books are sold.













book-to-bill ratio






noun






[Economics]

 the ratio of new orders to completed sales in the semiconductor industry, regarded as an economic indicator for overall trends in the technology sector




•
 
the company's book-to-bill ratio was below 1 in the quarter, indicating that it is seeing weak order patterns.




















book value

 
/ˈbo͝ok ˌvalyo͞o/






noun




the value of a security or asset as entered in a company's books.

Often contrasted with market value
 .













bookwork

 
/ˈbo͝okwərk/






noun



1.
 
the activity of keeping records of accounts




•
 
the bookwork has a tendency to pile up if I don't keep on top of it.










2.
 
the studying of textbooks, as opposed to practical work




•
 
he concentrates mainly on the flying, but the heavy bookwork is in there too.



















bookworm

 
/ˈbo͝okˌwərm/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person devoted to reading.




2.
 
the larva of a wood-boring beetle that feeds on the paper and glue in books.














Boole, George

 
/bo͞ol/






(1815–64), English mathematician; responsible for Boolean algebra. The study of mathematical or symbolic logic developed mainly from his ideas.









Boolean

 
/ˈbo͞olēən/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a system of algebraic notation used to represent logical propositions, especially in computing and electronics.








II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a binary variable, having two possible values called “true” and “false.”











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of G. Boole (see Boole, George
 ) + -an
 .






boom1


 
/bo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud, deep, resonant sound




•
 
the deep boom of the bass drum.










2.
 
the characteristic resonant call of the bittern.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a loud, deep, resonant sound




•
 
thunder boomed in the sky




•
 
her voice 
boomed out

 .










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say in a loud, deep, resonant voice




•
 
the imperative “Silence!” boomed out by Ray himself.










3.
 
(of a bittern) utter its characteristic resonant call.








III.
 
derivatives





boomy






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): ultimately imitative; perhaps from Dutch 
bommen

 ‘to hum, buzz.’






boom2


 
/bo͞om/





I.
 
noun




a period of great prosperity or rapid economic growth




•
 
a boom in precious metal mining




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a boom economy.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enjoy a period of great prosperity or rapid economic growth




•
 
business is booming




•
 
the popularity of soy-based foods has boomed in the last two decades.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boomlet

 
/ˈbo͞omlit /






noun













2.
 
boomy






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): probably from boom
 1
 .





boom3


 
/bo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long pole or rod, in particular




2.
 
a spar pivoting on the after side of the mast and to which the foot of a vessel's sail is attached, allowing the angle of the sail to be changed.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a movable arm over a television or movie set, carrying a microphone or camera




•
 
a boom mike.










4.
 
a long beam extending upward at an angle from the mast of a derrick, for guiding or supporting objects being moved or suspended.




5.
 
a floating beam used to contain oil spills or to form a barrier across the mouth of a harbor or river.




6.
 
a retractable tube for inflight transfer of fuel from a tanker airplane to another airplane.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘beam, pole’): from Dutch, ‘beam, tree, pole’; related to beam
 .





boom and bust

 
boom or bust






noun




a situation in which a period of great prosperity or rapid economic growth is abruptly followed by one of economic decline




•
 
he has warned it is a return to boom and bust




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the boom and bust business cycle.



















boom box

 
/ˈbo͞om ˌbäks/






noun






‹informal›

 a portable sound system, typically including radio and cassette or CD player, capable of powerful sound




•
 
teenagers dance to boom boxes on warm April nights.



















boomburb

 
/ˈbo͞omˌbərb/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an outlying residential district of a city that is expanding rapidly




•
 
a sprawling boomburb of nearly 800,000 people.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from boom
 2
 + suburb
 .





boomer

 
/ˈbo͞omər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 short for baby boomer
 (see baby boom
 ).




2.
 


‹informal›

 something large or notable of its kind, in particular




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral.)

 a large male kangaroo.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a large wave.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a nuclear submarine with ballistic missiles.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a transient construction worker, especially a bridge builder.




7.
 


‹informal›

 another name for mountain beaver
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from the verb boom
 1
 + -er
 1
 .





boomerang

 
/ˈbo͞oməˌraNG/





I.
 
noun




a curved flat piece of wood that can be thrown so as to return to the thrower, traditionally used by Australian Aborigines as a hunting weapon.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plan or action) return to the originator, often with negative consequences




•
 
misleading consumers about quality will eventually 
boomerang on

 a carmaker.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk.





boomerang kid

 
boomeranger






noun






‹informal›

 a young adult who goes back to live with a parent after a period of independence.













Boomer State






a nickname for the state of Oklahoma
 .









booming

 
/ˈbo͞omiNG/






adjective



1.
 
having a period of great prosperity or rapid economic growth




•
 
the booming economy.










2.
 
(of a sound or voice) loud, deep, and resonant




•
 
his booming voice




•
 
a booming laugh.



















boomslang

 
/ˈbo͞omslaNG/





I.
 
noun




a large, highly venomous southern African tree snake, the male of which is bright green and the female dull olive brown.

[
Dispholidus typus

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Dutch 
boom

 ‘tree’ + 
slang

 ‘snake.’





boom town

 
boomtown






noun




a town undergoing rapid growth due to sudden prosperity




•
 
the automobile was in its heady adolescence, and Detroit was America's newest boom town.



















boon1


 
/bo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that is helpful or beneficial




•
 
the navigation system will be a 
boon to

 both civilian and military users.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a favor or request




•
 
may I have the inestimable boon of a few minutes' conversation?

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘request for a favor’): from Old Norse 
bón

 .






boon2


 
/bo͞on/





I.
 
adjective




(of a companion or friend) close; intimate; favorite




•
 
he debated the question with a few 
boon companions

 in the barroom.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: 
boon

 from Old French 
bon

 , from Latin 
bonus

 ‘good.’ The early literal sense was ‘good fellow,’ originally denoting a drinking companion.






boondocks

 
/ˈbo͞onˌdäks/





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rough, remote, or isolated country




•
 
we're out here in the boondocks, miles from a telephone.

















– origin

 1940s: 
boondock

 from Tagalog 
bundok

 ‘mountain.’





boondoggle

 
/ˈbo͞onˌdäɡəl /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
work or activity that is wasteful or pointless but gives the appearance of having value




•
 
writing off the cold fusion phenomenon as a boondoggle best buried in literature.










2.
 
a public project of questionable merit that typically involves political patronage and graft




•
 
they each drew $600,000 in the final months of the great boondoggle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
waste money or time on unnecessary or questionable projects.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





Boone, Daniel

 
/bo͞on/






(
c.

 1734–1820), American pioneer. He made trips west from North Carolina into the unexplored area that is now Kentucky, organizing settlements and successfully defending them against hostile Indians. He later moved further west to what is now Missouri, having been granted land there in 1799.









boonies

 
/ˈbo͞onēz/






plural noun




short for boondocks
 .














boor

 
/bo͝or/





I.
 
noun




an unrefined, ill-mannered person




•
 
at last the big obnoxious boor had been dealt a stunning blow for his uncouth and belligerent manner.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘peasant’): from Low German 
būr

 or Dutch 
boer

 ‘farmer.’ Compare with Boer
 .





boorish

 
/ˈbo͝oriSH/





I.
 
adjective




rough and bad-mannered; coarse




•
 
boorish behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boorishly

 
/ˈbo͝oriSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
boorishness

 
/ˈbo͝oriSHnəs /






noun





















boost

 
/bo͞ost/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
help or encourage (something) to increase or improve




•
 
a range of measures to boost tourism.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 push from below; assist




•
 
people they were trying to boost over a wall.










3.
 
amplify (an electrical signal).




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 steal, especially by shoplifting or pickpocketing.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a source of help or encouragement leading to increase or improvement




•
 
the cut in interest rates will give a further boost to the economy.










2.
 
an increase or improvement




•
 
a boost in exports.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a push from below.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally in the sense ‘push from below’): of unknown origin.





booster

 
/ˈbo͞ostər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that helps increase or promote something, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a keen promoter of a person, organization, or cause


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
athletic booster clubs.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a source of help or encouragement




•
 
job fairs are a great morale booster.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 a dose of an immunizing agent increasing or renewing the effect of an earlier one.




5.
 
the first stage of a rocket or spacecraft, used to give initial acceleration.




6.
 
a device for increasing electrical voltage or signal strength.




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a shoplifter.













booster cable






noun




another term for jumper cable
 .













boosterish

 
/ˈbo͞ostəriSH/






adjective




supporting or promoting something enthusiastically, and often uncritically




•
 
the city's boosterish slogan “La Porte's on the Move.”



















boosterism

 
/ˈbo͞ostəˌrizəm/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the enthusiastic promotion of a person, organization, or cause




•
 
a barrage of boosterism about the wonderful recreation facilities.



















booster seat






noun




an extra seat or cushion placed on an existing seat for a small child to sit on.














boot1


 
/bo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sturdy item of footwear covering the foot, the ankle, and sometimes the leg below the knee




•
 
walking boots.










2.
 
a covering or sheath to protect a mechanical connection, as on a gearshift.




3.
 
(also 
Denver boot

 )
 — 

(US)

 a clamp placed by the police on the wheel of an illegally parked vehicle to make it immobile.




4.
 
a covering to protect the lower part of a horse's leg.




5.
 


‹historical›

 an instrument of torture encasing and crushing the foot.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a hard kick




•
 
I 
got a boot in

 the stomach.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 the trunk of a car.




8.
 
(also 
boot up

 ) [usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the process of starting a computer and putting it into a state of readiness for operation




•
 
a boot disk.










9.
 


(US)

 
[Military]

 
‹informal›

 a navy or marine recruit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
booted

 )
 — place boots on (oneself, another person, or an animal)




•
 
thin, booted legs.










2.
 
kick (something) hard in a specified direction




•
 
he ended up booting the ball into the stands.










3.
 
(
boot someone off

 )
 — force someone to leave a vehicle unceremoniously




•
 
the driver booted two teenagers off the bus.










4.
 
(
boot someone out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 force someone to leave a place, institution, or job unceremoniously




•
 
she had 
been booted out of

 school.










5.
 
start (a computer) and put it into a state of readiness for operation




•
 
the menu will be ready as soon as you 
boot up

 your computer




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the system won't 
boot from

 the original drive.







[from bootstrap
 .]




6.
 


(US)

 place a Denver boot on (an illegally parked car).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
boots on the ground








‹informal›

 ground troops who are on active service in a military operation




•
 
they could have gone to their allies and got more boots on the ground




•
 
while he backs high-tech warfare, he also sees boots on the ground as essential.















2.
 
die with one's boots on






die in battle or while otherwise actively occupied.









3.
 
get the boot








‹informal›

 be dismissed from one's job.









4.
 
give someone the boot








‹informal›

 dismiss someone from their job.









5.
 
one's heart sank (or fell) into one's boots






used to refer to a sudden onset of depression or dismay




•
 
the way your heart drops to your boots if your foal has terribly crooked legs.















6.
 
you (can) bet your boots








‹informal›

 used to express certainty about a situation or statement




•
 
you can bet your boots that patrol has raised the alarm.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
bóti

 or its source, Old French 
bote

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






boot2


 
/bo͞ot/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
to boot

 )


1.
 
as well; in addition




•
 
images that are precise, revealing, and often beautiful to boot.

















– origin

 originally ‘something extra thrown into a bargain,’ from Old English 
bōt

 ‘advantage, remedy,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boete

 and German 
Busse

 ‘penance, fine,’ also to better
 1
 and best
 .





bootable

 
/ˈbo͞odəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a disk) containing the software required to boot a computer.













bootblack

 
/ˈbo͞otblak/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person employed to polish boots and shoes.













boot camp

 
/ˈbo͞ot ˌkamp/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a military training camp for new recruits, with strict discipline.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a prison for youthful offenders, run on military lines.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a short, intensive, and rigorous course of training




•
 
a grueling, late-summer boot camp for would-be football players.



















boot-cut

 
bootcut






adjective




(of jeans or other trousers) flared very slightly below the knee, so as to be worn comfortably over boots.













Boötes

 
/bōˈōtēz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a northern constellation (the Herdsman), said to represent a man holding the leash of two dogs (Canes Venatici) while driving a bear (Ursa Major). It contains the bright star Arcturus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Boötis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate stars




•
 
the star Gamma Boötis.













– origin

 Greek.






booth

 
/bo͞oTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small temporary tent or structure at a market, fair, or exhibition, used for selling goods, providing information, or staging shows.




2.
 
a small room where a vendor sits separated from customers by a window




•
 
a ticket booth.










3.
 
an enclosure or compartment for various purposes, such as telephoning, broadcasting, or voting




•
 
the phone booth alongside the highway




•
 
ex-athletes in the broadcast booth.










4.
 
a set of a table and benches in a restaurant or bar




•
 
I sat in a booth with coffee and a roll.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘temporary dwelling or shelter’): from Old Norse 
buth

 , based on 
búa

 ‘dwell.’





Booth, John Wilkes

 
/bo͞oTH/






(1838–65), US actor. He is better known as the assassin of President Abraham Lincoln at Ford's Theater in Washington, DC.









Booth, William






(1829–1912), English religious leader; founder and first general of the Salvation Army.









Boothia, Gulf of

 
/ˈbo͞oTHēə/





I.
 
a gulf in the Canadian Arctic Ocean, in Northwest Territories, between Boothia Peninsula and Baffin Island.







– origin

 named in honor of Sir Felix 
Booth

 (1775–1850), patron of the expedition to the Arctic (1829–33) led by Sir John Ross.





Boothia Peninsula






a peninsula in northern Canada, in the Northwest Territories, located between Victoria and Baffin islands.










bootie

 
/ˈbo͞odē /

 
bootee





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft shoe, typically knitted, worn by a baby.




2.
 
any soft, socklike shoe.




3.
 
a protective shoe or lining for a shoe.




4.
 
a woman's short boot.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from boot
 1
 + -ie
 .





bootjack

 
/ˈbo͞otjak/






noun




a device for holding a boot by the heel to ease withdrawal of one's foot.













bootlace

 
/ˈbo͞otˌlās/






noun




a cord or leather strip for lacing boots.













bootleg

 
/ˈbo͞otˌleɡ/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of liquor, computer software, or recordings) made, distributed, or sold illegally




•
 
bootleg cassettes




•
 
bootleg whiskey.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make, distribute, or sell (illicit goods, especially liquor, computer software, or recordings) illegally


(as 
noun

 
bootlegging

 )


•
 
domestic bootlegging was almost impossible to control




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bootlegged

 )
 
bootlegged videos.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
an illegal musical recording, especially one made at a concert.




2.
 


[Football]

 a play in which the quarterback fakes a handoff and runs with the ball hidden next to his hip




•
 
he scored on a 29-yard bootleg on fourth down.














IV.
 
derivatives





bootlegger

 
/ˈbo͞otˌleɡər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the smugglers' practice of concealing bottles in their boots.





bootless

 
/ˈbo͞otləs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a task or undertaking) ineffectual; useless




•
 
words at this pass were vain and bootless.

















– origin

 Old English 
bōtlēas

 ‘not able to be compensated for by payment’ (see boot
 2
 , -less
 ).





bootlicker

 
/ˈbo͞otˌlikər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an obsequious or overly deferential person; a toady




•
 
bootlickers telling him what a big star he's going to be.














II.
 
derivatives





bootlicking

 
/-ˌlikiNG /






noun





















bootloader

 
/ˈbo͞otˌlōdər/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a program that loads an operating system when a computer is turned on




•
 
Linux's GRUB bootloader can be used to select which operating system you'd like to boot into.

















– origin

 1970s: from boot
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun) and loader
 .





boots

 
/bo͞ots/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a hotel employee who cleans boots and shoes, carries luggage, and performs other menial tasks.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: plural of boot
 1
 , used as a singular.





boot-scooting

 
/ˈbo͞otˌsko͞odiNG/






noun




another term for line dancing
 .














bootstrap

 
/ˈbo͞otˌstrap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loop at the back of a boot, used to pull it on.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a technique of loading a program into a computer by means of a few initial instructions that enable the introduction of the rest of the program from an input device.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the technique of starting with existing resources to create something more complex and effective




•
 
we see the creative act as a bootstrap process.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
get (oneself or something) into or out of a situation using existing resources




•
 
the company is bootstrapping itself out of a marred financial past.










2.
 
start up (an enterprise), especially one based on the Internet, with minimal resources




•
 
they are bootstrapping their stations themselves, not with lots of dot-com venture capital.










3.
 


[Computing]

 fuller form of boot
 1
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb).








III.
 
adjective




(of a person or project) using one's own resources rather than external help




•
 
a bootstrap capitalist's trip up the entrepreneurial ladder.














IV.
 
phrases





pull oneself up by one's (own) bootstraps






improve one's position by one's own efforts.

















boot top






noun




the part of a ship's hull just above the waterline, typically marked by a line of contrasting color.













booty1


 
/ˈbo͞odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
valuable stolen goods, especially those seized in war




•
 
the militias supply themselves with booty from the raided civilian populations.










2.
 


‹informal›

 something gained or won




•
 
now the booty: four winners will receive prizes.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting plunder acquired in common and destined to be divided among the plunderers): from Middle Low German 
būte

 , 
buite

 ‘exchange, distribution,’ of uncertain ultimate origin.






booty2


 
/ˈbo͞odē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.








II.
 
phrases





shake one's booty








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dance energetically.















– origin

 1920s: probably an alteration of the British word 
botty

 , a child's term for a person's buttocks.





booty call





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a sexual invitation or rendezvous.











– origin

 1990s: from booty
 2
 and 
call

 .





bootylicious

 
/ˌbo͞odəˈliSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a woman) sexually attractive.











– origin

 1990s: from booty
 2
 , on the pattern of 
delicious

 .





boo word






noun






‹informal›

 a word or expression denoting something that is regarded with disapproval or dislike




•
 
positivism has become something of a boo word among many social scientists.



















boo-yah

 
/ˈbo͞oyä /

 
booyah






exclamation




used to express joy, especially over a well-played or victorious moment in sports.













booze

 
/bo͞oz /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




alcohol, especially hard liquor




•
 
they turn to booze to beat work pressure.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink alcohol, especially in large quantities




•
 
you used to booze a lot on expensive hard liquor




•
 (as 
noun

 
boozing

 )
 
Michael is trying to quit boozing.

















– origin

 Middle English 
bouse

 , from Middle Dutch 
būsen

 ‘drink to excess.’ The spelling 
booze

 dates from the 18th cent.





booze cruise






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a cruise with freely available alcohol.




•
 
I quit my temp job so I could go on the booze cruise during senior week.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 an excursion to Europe by ferry, the aim of which is to bring back cheap or tax-free alcohol.













boozehound

 
/ˈbo͞ozhound/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who drinks alcohol often and heavily.













boozer

 
/ˈbo͞ozər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who drinks large quantities of alcohol.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 a pub or bar.













booze-up

 
/ˈbo͞oz ˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a drinking spree.













boozy

 
/ˈbo͞ozē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 intoxicated; addicted to drink




•
 
the boozy and drugged-out wreckage of his later years.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boozily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
booziness






noun





















bop1


 
/bäp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




short for bebop
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance to pop music




•
 
bopping to the radio while they made breakfast.










2.
 
move or travel energetically




•
 
we had been bopping around the county all morning.














III.
 
derivatives





bopper

 
/ˈbäpər /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: shortening of bebop
 .





bop2


 
/bäp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit; punch lightly




•
 
I warned him I'd bop him on the nose if he tried it.














II.
 
noun




a blow or light punch.











– origin

 1930s: imitative.





Bophuthatswana

 
/ˌbōˌpo͝odətˈswänə/






a former homeland established in South Africa for the Tswana people.









boppy

 
/ˈbäpē/






adjective




(of pop music) suitable or good for dancing to




•
 
a boppy, lively tune.



















bor.






abbreviation




borough.













bora

 
/ˈbôrə/





I.
 
noun




a strong, cold, dry northeast wind blowing in the upper Adriatic.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: dialect variant of Italian 
borea

 , from Latin 
boreas

 ‘north wind’ (see boreal
 ).





Bora-Bora

 
/ˌbôrə ˈbôrə/






an island in the Society Islands group in French Polynesia.









boracic

 
/bəˈrasik/





I.
 
adjective




another term for boric
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
borax

 , 
borac-

 (see borax
 ) + -ic
 .





borage

 
/ˈbôrij ˈbärij/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant with bright blue flowers and hairy leaves, used medicinally and as a salad green.

[
Borago officinalis

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 (the 
borage family

 ). This family includes many plants that typically have blue or purple flowers, including forget-me-not, comfrey, and bugloss.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bourrache

 , from medieval Latin 
borrago

 , probably from Arabic.





borane

 
/ˈbôrān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a series of unstable binary compounds of boron and hydrogen, analogous to the alkanes. The simplest example is diborane, B2
 H6
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from boron
 + -ane
 2
 .





Borås

 
/bo͞oˈrôs/






an industrial city in southwestern Sweden; pop. 101,487 (2008).









borate

 
/ˈbôrāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both boron and oxygen, as in borax.














borax

 
/ˈbôraks/





I.
 
noun




a white mineral in some alkaline salt deposits, used in making glass and ceramics, as a metallurgical flux, and as an antiseptic.

[A hydrated sodium borate; chem. formula: Na2
 B4
 O7
 (OH)4
 .8H2
 O.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from Arabic 
būraḳ

 , from Pahlavi 
būrak

 .





Borazon

 
/ˈbôrəˌzän/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an industrial abrasive consisting of boron nitride.











– origin

 1950s: from boron
 , with the insertion of azo-
 .





borborygmus

 
/ˌbôrbəˈriɡməs/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a rumbling or gurgling noise made by the movement of fluid and gas in the intestines.








II.
 
derivatives





borborygmic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
borborugmos

 .





Bordeaux1


 
/bôrˈdō/






a port in southwestern France, on the Garonne River; pop. 235,878 (2006).









Bordeaux2


 
/bôrˈdō/






noun




a red, white, or rosé wine from the district of Bordeaux.













Bordeaux mixture





I.
 
noun




a fungicide for vines, fruit trees, and other plants composed of equal quantities of copper sulfate and calcium oxide in water.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: first used in the vineyards of the Bordeaux region.





bordelaise

 
/bôrdəˈlāz/





I.
 
adjective




served with a sauce of red wine and onions


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
lobster bordelaise.

















– origin

 French, from 
(à la) bordelaise

 ‘Bordeaux-style.’





bordello

 
/ˌbôrˈdelō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a brothel.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (gradually replacing Middle English 
bordel

 ): from Italian, probably from Old French 
bordel

 , diminutive of 
borde

 ‘small farm, cottage,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





Borden, Lizzie

 
/ˈbôrdn/






(1860–1927), US accused murderess; full name 
Lizzie Andrew Borden

 . Accused of the murder of her father and stepmother in Fall River, Massachusetts, in 1892, she was acquitted in a trial that became a national sensation.









Borden, Robert Laird






(1854–1937), Canadian Conservative statesman; prime minister 1911–20.










border

 
/ˈbôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line separating two political or geographical areas, especially countries




•
 
the German 
border with

 Denmark




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
border patrols.










2.
 
a district near a line separating two political or geographical areas




•
 
a refugee camp 
on the border

 .










3.
 
the edge or boundary of something, or the part near it




•
 
the northern border of their distribution area




•
 


‹figurative›

 the unknown regions at the borders of physics and electronics.










4.
 
a band or strip, especially a decorative one, around the edge of something




•
 
put a white border around the picture.










5.
 
a strip of ground along the edge of a lawn or path for planting flowers or shrubs




•
 
the garden borders are planted with perennials.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form an edge along or beside (something)




•
 
a pool 
bordered by

 palm trees.










2.
 
(of a country or area) be adjacent to (another country or area)




•
 
regions bordering Azerbaijan




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the park is east of San Diego, 
bordering on

 Mexico.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
border on

 )
 — be close to an extreme condition




•
 
Sam arrived in a state of excitement bordering on hysteria.










4.
 
(usu. 
be bordered with

 )
 — provide (something) with a decorative edge




•
 
a curving driveway bordered with chrysanthemums.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bordeure

 ; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to board
 .





Border collie

 
/ˈbôrdər ˌkälē/






noun

 — (also 
border collie

 )


1.
 
a common working sheepdog, typically with a black and white coat, of a medium-sized breed originating near the border between England and Scotland.













borderer

 
/ˈbôrdərər/






noun




a person living near a border.













borderland

 
/ˈbôrdərˌland/






noun

 — (usu. 
borderlands

 )


1.
 
the district near a border.




2.
 
an area of overlap between two things




•
 
the murky borderland between history and myth.



















borderless

 
/ˈbôrdərləs/






adjective



1.
 
without boundaries between countries, administrative divisions, or other areas




•
 
we want to share our space and live in a borderless region




•
 
naval forces will continue operating from an essentially borderless domain.










2.
 
without restrictions caused by movement between or actions across boundaries of countries, administrative divisions, or other areas




•
 
the borderless EU




•
 
the era of unlimited competition and borderless economy.










3.
 
lacking edges, limits, or boundaries




•
 
an open, borderless digital society




•
 
the uniform spread of blue light creates a borderless space.










4.
 
lacking the plain or decorated strip typically included around the edge




•
 
the printer can produce a 4x6 inch borderless photo in 36 seconds.



















borderline

 
/ˈbôrdərˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line marking a border.




2.
 
a division between two distinct (often extreme) conditions




•
 
the borderline between ritual and custom.














II.
 
adjective




barely acceptable in quality or as belonging to a category; on the borderline




•
 
references may be requested in borderline cases.



















border patrol






noun



1.
 
a patrol sent to keep watch over an area along a country's border.




2.
 
(
Border Patrol

 )
 — an agency within the US Department of Homeland Security responsible for preventing the entry of illegal aliens as well as terrorists and their weapons into the United States.













border state






noun



1.
 
any of the slave states that bordered the northern free states during the US Civil War.

See also Border States
 .




2.
 
a US state that borders Canada or Mexico.




3.
 
a small country that borders a larger, more powerful country or that lies between two larger countries.














Border States






those US states, including Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Virginia, and Missouri, that were slave states but did not secede from the Union during the Civil War.









Border terrier






noun




a small terrier of a breed with rough hair, originating in the Cheviot Hills.













Bordet, Jules

 
/bôrˈdā/






(1870–1961), Belgian bacteriologist and immunologist. He discovered the complement system of blood serum, and developed a vaccine for whooping cough.









bordure

 
/ˈbôrjər/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a broad border used as a charge in a coat of arms, often as a mark of difference.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of border
 .





bore1


 
/bôr/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a hole) in something, especially with a revolving tool




•
 
they bored holes in the sides




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the drill can bore through rock




•
 


‹figurative›

 his eyes bored into hers.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hollow out (a tube or tunnel)




•
 
try to bore the tunnel at the correct angle.










3.
 
hollow out (a gun barrel).




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make one's way through (a crowd).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the hollow part inside a gun barrel or other tube.




2.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — the diameter of this; the caliber




•
 
a small-bore rifle.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a gun of a specified bore




•
 
he shot a guard in the leg with a twelve-bore.










4.
 
short for borehole
 .











– origin

 Old English 
borian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
bohren

 .





bore2


 
/bôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose talk or behavior is dull and uninteresting




•
 
a 
crashing bore

 who tells the same old jokes over and over.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a tedious situation or thing




•
 
it's such a bore cooking when one's alone.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel weary and uninterested by tedious talk or dullness




•
 
rather than bore you with all the details, I'll hit some of the bright spots.














III.
 
phrases





bore someone to death (or to tears)






weary (a person) in the extreme.















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.






bore3


 
/bôr/





I.
 
noun




a steep-fronted wave caused by the meeting of two tides or by the constriction of a tide rushing up a narrow estuary.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from Old Norse 
bára

 ‘wave’; the term was used in the general sense ‘billow, wave’ in Middle English.





bore4


 
/bôr/






past of bear
 1
 .










boreal

 
/ˈbôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the North or northern regions.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 relating to or characteristic of the climatic zone south of the Arctic, especially the cold temperate region dominated by taiga and forests of birch, poplar, and conifers




•
 
northern boreal forest.










3.
 
(
Boreal

 )
 — 

[Botany]

 relating to or denoting a phytogeographical kingdom comprising the arctic and temperate regions of Eurasia and North America.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
borealis

 , from Latin 
Boreas

 , denoting the god of the north wind, from Greek.





bored1


 
/bôrd/





I.
 
adjective




feeling weary because one is unoccupied or lacks interest in one's current activity




•
 
she 
got bored with

 staring out of the window




•
 
they would hang around all day, 
bored stiff

 .














II.
 
derivatives





boredly






adverb



















usage:

 The traditional constructions for 
bored

 are 
bored by

 or 
bored with

 . The construction 
bored of

 emerged more recently, and is extremely common, especially in informal language. Although it is perfectly logical by analogy with constructions such as 
tired of

 , it is not fully accepted in standard English.





bored2


 
/bôrd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a gun) having a specified bore




•
 
large-bored guns.



















boredom

 
/ˈbôrdəm/






noun




the state of feeling bored




•
 
the boredom of afternoon duty could be relieved by friendly conversation.



















boreen

 
/bôrˈēn/





I.
 
noun






(Irish)

 a narrow country road.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Irish 
bóithrín

 , diminutive of 
bóthar

 ‘road.’






borehole

 
/ˈbôrˌhōl/






noun




a deep, narrow hole made in the ground, especially to locate water or oil.













borek

 
/bo͝oˈrek/





I.
 
noun




an envelope of thin pastry filled with cheese, spinach, or ground meat and baked or fried.











– origin

 Turkish, ‘pie.’





borer

 
/ˈbôrər/






noun



1.
 
a worm, mollusk, insect, or insect larva that bores into wood, other plant material, or rock.




2.
 
a tool for boring.













borescope

 
/ˈbôrskōp/






noun




an instrument used to inspect the inside of a structure through a small hole.













Borg, Björn

 
/bôrɡ/






(1956–), Swedish tennis player; full name 
Björn Rune Borg

 . During 1974–81, he won the men's singles title at six French Open and five consecutive Wimbledon tournaments.









borgata

 
/bôrˈɡädə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an organized branch of the Mafia.











– origin

 1960s: Italian, ‘district, village.’





Borge, Victor

 
/ˈbôrɡə/






(1909–2000), US pianist; born in Denmark. He was noted for his clowning while playing classical music. His one-man show, 
Comedy in Music

 , began an 849-performance run on Broadway in 1953.









Borges, Jorge Luis

 
/ˈbôrˌhās/






(1899–1986), Argentine poet, short-story writer, and essayist. His volume of short stories 
A Universal History of Infamy

 (1935, revised 1954) is regarded as one of the first works of magic realism.









Borgia, Cesare

 
/ˈbôrZHə/






(
c.

 1476–1507), Italian statesman, cardinal, and general. He was the illegitimate son of 
Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia

 (later Pope Alexander VI) and the brother of Lucrezia Borgia.









Borgia, Lucrezia






(1480–1519), Italian noblewoman; sister of Cesare Borgia. She was the illegitimate daughter of 
Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia

 (later Pope Alexander VI).









Borglum, Gutzon

 
/ˈbôrɡləm/






(1867–1941), US sculptor; full name 
John Gutzon de la Mothe Borglum

 . His most famous work is the Mount Rushmore National Memorial in South Dakota, which features the monumental heads of US Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and T. Roosevelt. The work, begun in 1927, was completed in 1941 with the help of his son 
Lincoln Borglum

 (1912–86).









Borgnine, Ernest

 
/ˈbôrɡˌnīn/






(1917–2012), US actor; born 
Ermes Effron Borgnino

 . His movies include 
From Here to Eternity

 (1953) and 
Marty

 (1955). He later turned to television, starring in 
McHale's Navy

 (1962–66) and 
Airwolf

 (1984–87).










boric

 
/ˈbôrik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of boron




•
 
boric oxide.



















boric acid






noun






[Chemistry]

 a weakly acid crystalline compound derived from borax, used as a mild antiseptic and in the manufacture of heat-resistant glass and enamels.

[Chem. formula: B(OH)3
 .]













Boricua

 
/bôˈrēkwə/






noun






‹informal›

 a Puerto Rican, especially one living in the United States.













boring

 
/ˈbôriNG/





I.
 
adjective




not interesting; tedious




•
 
I've got a boring job in an office.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boringly

 
/ˈbôriNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the list is excoriated as boringly predictable



















2.
 
boringness






noun





















bork

 
/bôrk /

 
Bork





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 obstruct (someone, especially a candidate for public office) through systematic defamation or vilification


(as 
noun

 
borking

 )


•
 
is fear of borking scaring people from public office?

















– origin

 1980s: from the name of Robert 
Bork

 (1927–2012), an American judge whose nomination to the US Supreme Court (1987) was rejected following unfavorable publicity for his allegedly extreme views.





Borlaug, Norman

 
/ˈbôrˌlôɡ/






(1914–2009), US agronomist; full name 
Norman Ernest Borlaug

 . He worked for many years on the improvement of wheat crops and the adaptation of new strains of wheat to parts of the world where it had not previously been grown. Nobel Peace Prize (1970).









Bormann, Martin

 
/ˈbôrmən/






(1900–
c.

 1945), German Nazi politician. Considered to be Hitler's closest collaborator, he disappeared at the end of World War II; his skeleton, exhumed in Berlin, was identified in 1973.









born

 
/bôrn/





I.
 
past participle of bear
 1
 (
sense

 4).




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing as a result of birth




•
 
he was born in Seattle




•
 
babies 
born to

 women aged 25–29




•
 
he was 
born into

 a family of wine merchants




•
 
she was born Margaret Roberts




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a German-born philosopher.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having a natural ability to do a particular job or task




•
 
he's a born engineer.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — perfectly suited or trained to do a particular job or task




•
 
they believe that they are born to rule.










4.
 
(of a thing) brought into existence




•
 
her own business was born.










5.
 
(
born of

 )
 — existing as a result of a particular situation or feeling




•
 
a power born of obsession.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
born and bred






by birth and upbringing, especially when considered a typical product of a place




•
 
he was a born and bred product of the Bronx.















2.
 
born on the wrong side of the blanket






see blanket
 .









3.
 
born with a silver spoon in one's mouth






see silver
 .









4.
 
I (she, etc.) wasn't born yesterday






used to remind someone that one isn't naive.









5.
 
in all one's born days






used to express surprise or shock at something one has not encountered before




•
 
in all my born days I've never seen the like of it.















6.
 
there's one (or a sucker) born every minute






there are many gullible people.















– origin

 Old English 
boren

 , past participle of 
beran

 ‘to bear’ (see bear
 1
 ). / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
born

 and 
borne

 , see usage at bear
 1
 .





Born, Max

 
/bôrn/






(1882–1970), German theoretical physicist, a founder of quantum mechanics. Nobel Prize for Physics (1954), shared with 
Walther Bothe

 (1891–1957).









born-again

 
/ˈˌbôrnə ˈˌɡen/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) converted to a personal faith in Christ (with reference to John 3:3)




•
 
a born-again Christian.










2.
 
having the extreme enthusiasm of the newly converted or reconverted




•
 
born-again environmentalists.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a born-again Christian.













born digital






adjective




denoting texts or recordings produced in digital form, rather than having been converted from print or analog equivalents.




•
 
as research libraries are discovering, born-digital materials are more complicated and costly to preserve than anticipated.



















borne

 
/bôrn/





I.
 
past participle of bear
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
carried or transported by




•
 
waterborne bacteria




•
 
insect-borne pollen.



















Borneo

 
/ˈbôrnēō/





I.
 
a large island in the Malay Archipelago that is comprised of Kalimantan (a region of Indonesia), Sabah and Sarawak (states of Malaysia), and Brunei.




II.
 
derivatives





Bornean

 
/-nēən /






adjective, noun





















born-free






noun




(in Africa) a member of a generation born in a country after its transition to democracy (in particular post-apartheid South Africa or post-independence Zimbabwe)




•
 
the born-frees will make up about a third of voters by 2019.




















Bornholm

 
/ˈbôrnˌhōlm ˈbôrnˌhōm/






a Danish island in the Baltic Sea, southeast of Sweden.










Bornholm disease





I.
 
noun




a viral infection with fever and pain in the muscles of the ribs.











– origin

 1930s: named after the island of Bornholm
 , where it was first described.






bornite

 
/ˈbôrnīt/





I.
 
noun




a brittle reddish-brown crystalline mineral with an iridescent purple tarnish, consisting of a sulfide of copper and iron.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of Ignatius von 
Born

 (1742–91), Austrian mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .





boro-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing boron
 .













Borobudur

 
/ˌbôrəbəˈdo͝or/






a Buddhist monument in central Java, built 
c.

 800.









Borodin, Aleksandr

 
/ˌbôrəˈdēn/






(1833–87), Russian composer; full name 
Aleksandr Porfirevich Borodin

 . He is noted for the opera 
Prince Igor

 , which was completed, after his death, by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov and Aleksandr Glazunov (1865–1936).









Borodino, Battle of

 
/ˌbôrəˈdēnō/






a battle in 1812 at Borodino, a village about 110 km (70 miles) west of Moscow, at which Napoleon's forces defeated the Russian army.










boron

 
/ˈbôrän/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
B

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 5, a nonmetallic solid.

Boron is usually prepared as an amorphous brown powder, but when very pure it forms hard, shiny, black crystals with semiconducting properties. The element has some specialized uses, such as in alloy steels and nuclear control rods.








II.
 
derivatives





boride

 
/ˈbôrˌīd /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from borax
 , on the pattern of 
carbon

 (which it resembles in some respects).





boronia

 
/bəˈrōnēə/





I.
 
noun




a sweet-scented Australian shrub cultivated for its perfume and for use as a cut flower.

[Genus 
Boronia

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Francesco 
Borone

 (1769–94), Italian botanist.





borosilicate

 
/ˌbôrəˈsilikit, -ˌkāt/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a low-melting-point glass made from a mixture of silica and boric oxide (B2
 O3
 ).














borough

 
/ˈbərō /

 
bor.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a town or district that is an administrative unit, in particular




2.
 
an incorporated municipality in certain US states.




3.
 
each of five divisions of New York City.




4.
 
in Alaska, a district corresponding to a county elsewhere in the US.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 a town (as distinct from a city) with a corporation and privileges granted by a royal charter.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a town sending representatives to Parliament.











– origin

 Old English 
burg

 , 
burh

 ‘fortress, citadel,’ later ‘fortified town,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
burg

 and German 
Burg

 . Compare with burgh
 .





Borromini, Francesco

 
/ˌbôrəˈmēnē/






(1599–1667), Italian architect, a leading figure of the Italian baroque style.










borrow

 
/ˈbärō ˈbôrō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take and use (something that belongs to someone else) with the intention of returning it




•
 
he had 
borrowed

 a car 
from

 one of his colleagues




•
 (as 
adj.

 
borrowed

 )
 
she was wearing a borrowed jacket.










2.
 
take and use (money) from a person or bank under an agreement to pay it back later




•
 
I borrowed the money for a return plane ticket




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
lower interest rates will make it cheaper for individuals to borrow.










3.
 
take (a word, idea, or method) from another source and use it in one's own language or work




•
 
the term is 
borrowed from

 Greek




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
designers consistently 
borrow from

 the styles of preceding generations.










4.
 
take and use (a book) from a library for a fixed period of time.




5.
 
in subtraction, take a unit from the next larger denomination.




6.
 


[Golf]

 allow (a certain distance) when playing a shot to compensate for sideways motion of the ball due to a slope or other irregularity.








II.
 
noun






[Golf]

 a slope or other irregularity on a golf course that must be compensated for when playing a shot.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (living) on borrowed time






used to say that someone has continued to survive against expectations, with the implication that this will not be for much longer.









2.
 
borrow trouble








(N. Amer.)

 take needless action that may have detrimental effects.















– origin

 Old English 
borgian

 ‘borrow against security,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
borgen

 .





borrower

 
/ˈbärōər/






noun



1.
 
a person or organization that takes and uses something belonging to someone else with the intention of returning it




•
 
my last pair were ruined by a careless borrower




•
 
hundreds of thousands of renters and borrowers of aircraft fly without any insurance.










2.
 
a person or organization that takes out a loan from a bank under an agreement to pay it back later, typically with interest




•
 
most mortgage borrowers pay far too much interest




•
 
companies that provided credit cards to high-risk borrowers.










3.
 
a person who is registered to take books from a library for a fixed period of time




•
 
her books continue to be popular among library borrowers into the twenty-first century.



















borrowing

 
/ˈbärōiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of borrowing something




•
 
the borrowing of clothes.










2.
 
the action of taking and using money from a bank under an agreement to pay it back later




•
 
a curb on government borrowing




•
 
the group had total borrowings of $570 million.










3.
 
a word, idea, or method taken from another source and used in one's own language or work




•
 
a hard-bop musician with some borrowings from free jazz.



















Borsalino

 
/ˌbôrsəˈlēnō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a man's wide-brimmed felt hat.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of the manufacturer.





borscht

 
/bôrSHt /

 
borsch





I.
 
noun




a soup made with beets and usually served with sour cream, associated with the cuisine of eastern and central Europe, especially Russia, Poland, and Ukraine.











– origin

 Russian 
borshch

 .





Borscht Belt

 
/ˈbôrSHt ˌbelt/






noun

 — (
the Borscht Belt

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹humorous›

 a resort area in the Catskill Mountains frequented chiefly by Jewish guests


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Borscht Belt entertainers.



















borstal

 
/ˈbôrst(ə)l /

 
Borstal





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a custodial institution for youthful offenders.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after the village of 
Borstal

 in southern England, where the first of these was established.






bort

 
/bôrt/





I.
 
noun




small, granular, opaque diamonds, used as an abrasive in cutting tools.

Compare with carbonado
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
boort

 .





borzoi

 
/ˈbôrzoi/





I.
 
noun




a large Russian wolfhound of a breed with a narrow head and silky, often white, coat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Russian 
borzoĭ

 (adjective) ‘swift.’





Bosc

 
/bäsk /

 
Bosc pear





I.
 
noun




a medium- to large-sized variety of pear, golden brown in color and often russeted. The Bosc's dense flesh makes it a common choice for baking and cooking.











– origin

 named after L. 
Bosc

 d'Antic (1759–1828), French naturalist.






boscage

 
/ˈbäskij /

 
boskage





I.
 
noun




massed trees or shrubs




•
 
the lush subtropical boscage.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to bush
 . Compare with bocage
 .





Bosch, Hieronymus

 
/bäSH, bôSH/






(
c.

 1450–1516), Dutch painter. His highly detailed works are typically crowded with half-human, half-animal creatures and grotesque demons in settings symbolic of sin and folly.










Bose, Satyendra Nath

 
/bōz/






(1894–1974), Indian physicist. With Albert Einstein, he described fundamental particles that later came to be known as 
bosons

 .









bosh

 
/bäSH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 something regarded as absurd; nonsense




•
 
I think it's a load of bosh




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
bosh! You don't want to go with us.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Turkish 
boş

 ‘empty, worthless,’ which became widely known in English through James Morier's novel 
Ayesha

 (1834).





bosk

 
/bäsk/






noun




a thicket of bushes; a small wood.













bosky

 
/ˈbäskē/





I.
 
adjective




wooded; covered by trees or bushes




•
 
a river meandering between bosky banks.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Middle English 
bosk

 , variant of bush
 .





Bosman ruling

 
/ˈbäzmən ˌro͞oliNG/





I.
 
noun




a European Court ruling that obliges professional soccer or other sports clubs to allow players over the age of 25 to move freely between clubs once their contracts have expired.











– origin

 1990s: named after Jean-Marc 
Bosman

 (1964–), a Belgian soccer player who brought a legal case that resulted in the ruling.





Bosnia

 
/ˈbäznēə/





I.
 
a region in the Balkans that forms the larger, northern part of Bosnia and Herzegovina.




II.
 
short for Bosnia and Herzegovina
 .









Bosnia and Herzegovina

 
/ˌbäznēə ən ˌhertsəˈɡōvənə /

 
Bosnia-Herzegovina





I.
 
a country in southeastern Europe, in the Balkans, formerly a constituent republic of Yugoslavia; pop. 4,613,400 (est. 2009); capital, Sarajevo; languages, Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian.





Bosnia and Herzegovina were conquered by the Turks in 1463. The province of Bosnia and Herzegovina was annexed by Austria in 1908, an event that contributed to the outbreak of World War I. In 1918, it became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, which changed its name to Yugoslavia in 1929. In 1992, Bosnia and Herzegovina followed Slovenia and Croatia in declaring independence, but ethnic conflict among Muslims, Serbs, and Croats quickly reduced the republic to a state of civil war. An accord signed in December 1995 formally brought the conflict to an end.





Bosniak

 
/ˈbäznēˌak /

 
Bosniac





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Balkan country Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially one who is a Muslim




•
 
the country's three largest nationalities: Bosniaks, Serbs, and Croats.














II.
 
adjective




relating to Bosnia and Herzegovina or its inhabitants, especially those who are Muslims




•
 
the Albanian and Bosniak communities.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Bosnian 
Bošnjak

 .





Bosnian

 
/ˈbäznēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Balkan country Bosnia and Herzegovina.




2.
 
the Slavic language of the Bosnians.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Bosnia and Herzegovina, its people, or their language.














bosom

 
/ˈbo͝ozəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's chest




•
 
her ample bosom




•
 
the dress offered a fair display of bosom.










2.
 
(usu. 
bosoms

 )
 — a woman's breast.




3.
 
a part of a woman's dress covering the chest.




4.
 
the space between a person's clothing and chest used for carrying things




•
 
he carried a letter 
in his bosom

 .










5.
 
(
the bosom of

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the loving care and protection of




•
 
Bruno went home each night 
to the bosom of

 his family




•
 
the town has 
taken

 the gay community 
to its bosom

 .










6.
 
used to refer to the chest as the seat of emotions




•
 
quivering dread was settling in her bosom.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a friend) close or intimate




•
 
the two girls had become bosom friends.














III.
 
derivatives





bosomed






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
her small-bosomed physique

























– origin

 Old English 
bōsm

 ; related to Dutch 
boezem

 and German 
Busen

 .





bosomy

 
/ˈbo͝ozəmē/






adjective




(of a woman) having large breasts.














boson

 
/ˈbōzän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle, such as a photon, that has zero or integral spin and follows the statistical description given by S. N. Bose and Einstein.











– origin

 1940s: named after S. N. 
Bose

 (see Bose, Satyendra Nath
 ) + -on
 .





Bosporus

 
/ˈbäsp(ə)rəs /

 
Bosphorus






a strait that connects the Black Sea with the Sea of Marmara and separates Europe from the Anatolian peninsula of western Asia. Istanbul is located at its south end.









boss1


 
/bôs /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person in charge of a worker or organization




•
 
I asked my boss for a promotion




•
 
union bosses.










2.
 
a person in control of a group or situation




•
 
the boss of the largest crime family in the country.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) orders in a domineering manner




•
 
plump old battle-axes 
bossing

 everyone 
around

 .














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 excellent; outstanding




•
 
she's a real boss chick.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be one's own boss








‹informal›

 be self-employed.









2.
 
show someone who's boss








‹informal›

 make it clear that one is in charge.















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US): from Dutch 
baas

 ‘master.’





boss2


 
/bôs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round knob, stud, or other protuberance, in particular




2.
 
a stud on the center of a shield.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a piece of ornamental carving covering the point where the ribs in a vault or ceiling cross.




4.
 


[Geology]

 a large mass of igneous rock protruding through other strata.




5.
 


[Mechanics]

 an enlarged part of a shaft.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
boce

 , of unknown origin.






boss3


 
/bôs/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a cow.

Compare with bossy
 2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





bossa nova

 
/ˈbäsə ˈnōvə, ˈbô-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of Brazilian music derived from samba but placing more emphasis on melody and less on percussion.




2.
 
a dance to this music.











– origin

 1960s: from Portuguese, from 
bossa

 ‘tendency’ and 
nova

 (feminine of 
novo

 ) ‘new.’





Bossier City

 
/ˈbōZH, ər/






a city in northwestern Louisiana, on the Red River, just northeast of Shreveport; pop. 62,384 (est. 2008). It is a center for the oil and gas industry.









bossism

 
/ˈbôsizəm, ˈbäs-/






noun






(US)

 a situation in which a political party is controlled by party managers.













bossman

 
/ˈbôsman, ˈbäsman/






noun






‹informal›

 a man in charge of a worker or organization




•
 
the bossman won't let her go until she hires a perfect replacement.



















bossy1


 
/ˈbôsē ˈbäsē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 fond of giving people orders; domineering




•
 
she was headlong, bossy, scared of nobody, and full of vinegar.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bossily

 
/ˈbôsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bossiness

 
/ˈbôsēnəs /






noun






















bossy2


 
/ˈbôsē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a cow or calf.

Compare with boss
 3
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Boston1


 
/ˈbôstən ˈbästən/






a city in eastern Massachusetts, the capital of the state, on Massachusetts Bay; pop. 609,023 (est. 2008). It was founded 
c.

 1630 by the Massachusetts Bay Company under its governor, 
John Winthrop

 (1588–1649). Boston was the scene of many disturbances that led to the American Revolution at the end of the 18th century.









Boston2


 
/ˈbôstən ˈbästən/






noun



1.
 
a card game resembling solo whist.




2.
 
a variation of the waltz or of the two-step.














Boston baked beans






plural noun




a dish of baked beans with salt pork and molasses.













Boston cream pie






noun




a round, two-layer cake that is filled with custard or cream and frosted, usually with chocolate.













Boston fern






noun




a variety of sword fern, with long, arching bright green fronds, widely cultivated especially as a hanging houseplant.

[
Nephrolepis exaltata bostoniensis

 , family 
Dryopteridaceae

 .]













Bostonian

 
/bäˈstōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the city of Boston, the capital of the US state of Massachusetts, or its inhabitants




•
 
she had a tinge of a Bostonian accent.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the city of Boston, capital of the US state of Massachusetts




•
 
a Bostonian arrived last week to give out presents and to entertain local youngsters.



















Boston ivy






noun




a Virginia creeper with three-lobed leaves, cultivated for its foliage.

[
Parthenocissus tricuspidata

 , family 
Vitaceae

 .]













Boston lettuce






noun




a butterhead lettuce of a variety that has medium or light green leaves.













Boston rocker






noun




a rocking chair with a decorative panel on a high spindled back and with arms and a seat that curves downward at the front.














Boston Tea Party






a violent demonstration in 1773 by American colonists before the American Revolution. Colonists boarded vessels in Boston harbor and threw the cargoes of tea into the water in protest at the imposition of a tax on tea by the British Parliament, in which the colonists had no representation.









Boston terrier






noun




a small smooth-coated terrier of a breed originating in Massachusetts from a crossing of the bulldog and terrier.













Boswell, James

 
/ˈbäzwəl, -ˌwel/






(1740–95), Scottish author, companion and biographer of Samuel Johnson. Notable works: 
Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides

 (1785) and 
The Life of Samuel Johnson

 (1791).









Bosworth Field

 
/ˌbäzwərTH ˈfēld /

 
Battle of Bosworth






a battle of the Wars of the Roses fought in 1485 near Market Bosworth in Leicestershire. Henry Tudor defeated and killed the Yorkist king Richard III, which enabled him to take the throne as Henry VII.









bot1


 
/bät/





I.
 
noun




the larva of the botfly, which is an internal parasite of animals. It lives typically in the stomach, finally passing through the host's dung and pupating on the ground.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably of Low German origin.






bot2


 
/bät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly in science fiction) a robot.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an autonomous program on a network (especially the Internet) that can interact with computer systems or users, especially one designed to respond or behave like a player in an adventure game.











– origin

 1960s: shortening of robot
 .





bot.






abbreviation



1.
 
(with reference to journal titles) botanic; botanical; botany.




2.
 
bottle.




3.
 
bought.













-bot





I.
 
combining form




used to form nouns denoting a computer program or robot with a very specific function




•
 
fembot




•
 
adbot.

















– origin

 from 
robot

 .





botanical

 
/bəˈtanək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to plants




•
 
botanical specimens




•
 
a botanical illustrator.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
botanicals

 )


1.
 
a substance obtained from a plant and used as an additive, especially in gin or cosmetics.








III.
 
derivatives





botanically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















botanical garden

 
botanic garden






noun




an establishment where plants are grown for display to the public and often for scientific study.













botanist

 
/ˈbädənəst/






noun




an expert in or student of the scientific study of plants




•
 
a botanist announced he'd bred a new and beautiful variety of orchid.



















botanize

 
/ˈbätnˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
study plants, especially in their natural habitat




•
 
I'd always be scheming to go off birdwatching or botanizing.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
botanizare

 , from Greek 
botanizein

 ‘gather plants,’ from 
botanē

 ‘plant.’





botany

 
/ˈbät(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scientific study of plants, including their physiology, structure, genetics, ecology, distribution, classification, and economic importance.




2.
 
the plant life of a particular region, habitat, or geological period




•
 
the botany of North America.














II.
 
derivatives





botanic

 
/bəˈtanik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from earlier 
botanic

 (from French 
botanique

 , based on Greek 
botanikos

 , from 
botanē

 ‘plant’) + -y
 3
 .





Botany

 
/ˈbät(ə)nē /

 
Botany wool





I.
 
noun




merino wool, especially from Australia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Botany Bay
 , from where the wool originally came.






Botany Bay





I.
 
an inlet of the Tasman Sea just south of Sydney, Australia. It was the site of Captain James Cook's landing in 1770 and of an early British penal settlement.







– origin

 named by Cook after the large variety of plants collected there by his companion, Sir Joseph Banks.






botch

 
/bäCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 carry out (a task) badly or carelessly




•
 
the ability to take on any task without botching it




•
 
he was in a position to hire people, and he 
botched

 that 
up






•
 (as 
adj.

 
botched

 )
 
a botched attempt to kill them.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a bungled or badly carried out task or action




•
 
I've probably 
made a botch of

 things.














III.
 
derivatives





botcher

 
/ˈbäCHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘repair’ but originally not implying clumsiness): of unknown origin.





botfly

 
/ˈbätflī/






noun




a stout hairy-bodied fly with larvae that are internal parasites of mammals, in particular

[● a fly with larvae (bots) that develop within the guts of horses (
Gasterophilus

 and other genera, family 
Gasterophilidae

 ). ● a fly of the warble fly family (
Oestridae

 ).]














both

 
/bōTH/





I.
 
predeterminer, determiner, pronoun




used to refer to two people or things, regarded and identified together


[as 
predeterminer

 ]


•
 
both his parents indulged him




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
I urge you to read both these books




•
 
she held on with both hands




•
 
he was blind in both eyes




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
a picture of 
both of

 us together




•
 
Jackie and I are both self-employed




•
 
he looked at them both.














II.
 
adverb




used before the first of two alternatives to emphasize that the statement being made applies to each (the other alternative being introduced by “and”)




•
 
they all loved to play, both the boys and the girls




•
 
it has won favor with both young and old




•
 
studies of finches, both in the wild and in captivity.














III.
 
phrases





have it both ways






benefit from two incompatible ways of thinking or behaving




•
 
countries cannot have it both ways: the cost of a cleaner environment may sometimes be fewer jobs.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
báthir

 . / 
usage:

 When 
both

 is used in constructions with 
and

 , the structures following ‘both’ and ‘and’ should be symmetrical in well-formed English. Thus, studies of zebra finches, 
both

 in the wild 
and

 in captivity is stronger and clearer than studies of zebra finches, 
both

 in the wild 
and

 captivity. In the second example, the symmetry or parallelism of ‘in the wild’ and ‘in captivity’ has been lost.





Botha, Louis

 
/ˈbōtə/






(1862–1919), South African soldier and statesman; first prime minister of the Union of South Africa 1910–19.









Botha, P. W.






(1916–2006), South African statesman; full name 
Pieter Willem Botha

 . As prime minister 1978–84 and state president 1984–89, he was an authoritarian leader who continued to enforce apartheid, but in response to pressure, he introduced limited reforms.










bother

 
/ˈbäT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — take the trouble to do something




•
 
nobody bothered locking the doors




•
 
scientists rarely 
bother with

 such niceties




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the driver didn't bother to ask why.










2.
 
(of a circumstance or event) worry, disturb, or upset (someone)




•
 
secrecy is an issue that bothers journalists




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
it 
bothered

 me 
that

 I hadn't done anything.










3.
 
trouble or annoy (someone) by interrupting or causing inconvenience




•
 
she didn't feel she could 
bother

 Mike 
with

 the problem.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — feel concern about or interest in




•
 
don't 
bother about

 me—I'll find my own way home




•
 
he wasn't to 
bother himself with

 day-to-day things




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bothered

 )
 
I'm not particularly 
bothered about

 how I look.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
effort, worry, or difficulty




•
 
he 
saved me the bother

 of having to come up with a speech




•
 
it may seem like too much bother to cook just for yourself.










2.
 
(
a bother

 )
 — a person or thing that causes worry or difficulty




•
 
I hope she hasn't been a bother.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — a nuisance or inconvenience




•
 


it's no bother

 , it's on my way home.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
can't be bothered (to do something)






be unwilling to make the effort to do something




•
 
they couldn't be bothered to look it up.















2.
 
hot and bothered






in a state of anxiety or physical discomfort.















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun in the dialect sense ‘noise, chatter’): of Anglo-Irish origin; probably related to Irish 
bodhaire

 ‘noise,’ 
bodhraim

 ‘deafen, annoy.’ The verb (originally dialect) meant ‘confuse with noise’ in the early 18th cent.





botheration

 
/ˌbäT͟HəˈrāSHən /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




effort, worry, or difficulty; bother




•
 
he has caused us a deal of unnecessary botheration.














II.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 used to express mild irritation or annoyance.













bothersome

 
/ˈbäT͟Hərsəm/






adjective




causing bother; troublesome




•
 
most childhood stomachaches, though bothersome, aren't serious.



















Bothnia, Gulf of

 
/ˈbäTHnēə/






a northern arm of the Baltic Sea, between Sweden and Finland.









bothy

 
/ˈbäTHē /

 
bothie





I.
 
noun




(in Scotland) a small hut or cottage.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: obscurely related to Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
both

 , 
bothan

 , and perhaps to booth
 .





botnet

 
/ˈbätˌnet/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a network of private computers infected with malicious software and controlled as a group without the owners' knowledge, e.g., to send spam messages.











– origin

 1990s: blend of bot
 2
 and network
 .





Botox

 
/ˈbōtäks/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a drug prepared from the bacterial toxin botulin, used medically to treat certain muscular conditions and cosmetically to remove wrinkles by temporarily paralyzing facial muscles.








II.
 
derivatives





Botoxed






adjective



















– origin

 1990s: from 
bo(tulinum) tox(in)

 .






bo tree

 
/ˈbō ˌtrē /

 
bodhi tree





I.
 
noun




a fig tree native to India and Southeast Asia, regarded as sacred by Buddhists.

Also called peepul
 , pipal. [
Ficus religiosa

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing Sinhalese 
bōgaha

 ‘tree of knowledge’ (Buddha's enlightenment having occurred beneath such a tree), from 
bō

 (from Sanskrit 
budh

 ‘understand thoroughly’) + 
gaha

 ‘tree.’





botryoidal

 
/ˌbätrēˈoidl/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of minerals) having a shape reminiscent of a cluster of grapes.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
botruoeidēs

 (from 
botrus

 ‘bunch of grapes’) + -al
 .





botrytis

 
/bōˈtrīdəs/





I.
 
noun




a fungus that forms a grayish powdery mold on a variety of organic matter. It causes a number of fungal plant diseases, including chocolate spot, and is deliberately cultivated (as noble rot) on the grapes used for certain wines.

[Genus 
Botrytis

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 : numerous species, in particular the gray mold 
B. cinerea

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
botrus

 ‘cluster of grapes.’





Botswana

 
/bätˈswänə/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in southern Africa, the western half of which is the Kalahari Desert; pop. 1,990,900 (est. 2009); capital, Gaborone; languages, English (official) and Setswana.





Inhabited by Sotho people and, in the Kalahari Desert, San (Bushmen), the area was made the British Protectorate of Bechuanaland in 1885. It became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1966 and adopted the name Botswana.




II.
 
derivatives





Botswanan






adjective, noun





















bottarga

 
/bōˈtärɡə/





I.
 
noun




the dried, pressed roe of the mullet, which is sold in blocks and shaved over Italian dishes.











– origin

 Italian, from Arabic 
butarkhah

 .





Botticelli, Sandro

 
/ˌbätəˈCHelē/






(1445–1510), Italian painter; born 
Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi

 . He is noted for his mythological works, such as 
Primavera

 (
c.

 1478) and 
The Birth of Venus

 (
c.

 1480).










bottle

 
/ˈbädl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container, typically made of glass or plastic and with a narrow neck, used for storing drinks or other liquids




•
 
a bottle of soda pop.










2.
 
the contents of a bottle




•
 
he managed to put away 
a bottle of

 wine.










3.
 
(
the bottle

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used in reference to heavy drinking




•
 
more women are 
taking to the bottle

 .










4.
 
a bottle fitted with a nipple for giving milk or other drinks to babies and very young children




•
 
a bottle of formula.










5.
 
a large metal cylinder holding liquefied gas.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (drinks or other liquid) in bottles or jars




•
 
the wine is then bottled




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bottled

 )
 
bottled beer.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
bottled

 )
 — store (gas) in a container in liquefied form




•
 
connecting the bottled gas to the stove.














III.
 
phrases





hit the bottle








‹informal›

 begin to drink heavily.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bottle someone up






keep (someone) trapped or contained




•
 
he had to stay bottled up in New York.















2.
 
bottle something up






repress or conceal feelings over a period of time




•
 
learning how to express anger instead of bottling it up




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bottled up

 )
 
Lily's bottled-up fury.


















V.
 
derivatives





bottler






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a leather bottle): from Old French 
boteille

 , from medieval Latin 
butticula

 , diminutive of late Latin 
buttis

 ‘cask, wineskin’ (see butt
 4
 ).





bottle age






noun




time spent by a wine maturing in its bottle.













bottle bill






noun




any of several US state laws that require deposits to be paid on beverages sold in recyclable bottles and cans.













bottle blond

 

‹derogatory›


 
bottle blonde





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman's hair) of a light blond shade, as though artificially lightened or bleached.








II.
 
noun




a woman with artificially lightened blond hair.













bottlebrush

 
/ˈbädlˌbrəSH/






noun



1.
 
an Australian shrub or small tree with spikes of scarlet or yellow flowers that resemble a cylindrical brush in shape.

[Genus 
Callistemon

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of plants bearing spikes of flowers that resemble a cylindrical brush.













bottled gas






noun




butane or propane gas stored under pressure in portable tanks.













bottle-feed

 
/ˈbädl ˌfēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feed (a baby) with milk from a bottle instead of from the mother's breast


(as 
adj.

 
bottle-fed

 )


•
 
a bottle-fed baby.



















bottle green

 
/ˈbädl ɡrēn/






noun




a dark shade of green.













bottle jack






noun




a bottle-shaped hydraulic jack used for lifting heavy objects.













bottleneck

 
/ˈbädlˌnek/






noun



1.
 
the neck or mouth of a bottle.




2.
 
a point of congestion or blockage, in particular




3.
 
a narrow section of road or a junction that impedes traffic flow




•
 
narrow streets and a lack of parking space combine to make the town a bottleneck.










4.
 
a situation that causes delay in a process or system




•
 
lack of imports is making the bottlenecks in domestic output worse than usual.










5.
 
a device shaped like the neck of a bottle, worn on a guitarist's finger to produce special sound effects.




6.
 
(also 
bottleneck guitar

 )
 — the style of guitar playing that uses a device shaped like the neck of a bottle worn on the finger.













bottlenose dolphin

 
/ˌbätlˌnōz ˈdälfin /

 
bottle-nosed dolphin






noun




a stout-bodied dolphin with a distinct short beak, found in tropical and temperate coastal waters.

[
Tursiops truncatus

 , family 
Delphinidae

 .]













bottle tree






noun




either of two Australian trees with swollen water-containing trunks.

[● the Australian baobab of the Kimberley region (
Adansonia gregorii

 , family 
Bombacaceae

 ). ● a relative of the flame tree occurring in Queensland (
Brachychiton rupestre

 , family 
Sterculiaceae

 ).]














bottom

 
/ˈbädəm/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the bottom

 )


1.
 
the lowest point or part




•
 
the bottom of the page




•
 
she paused at the bottom of the stairs.










2.
 
the lowest surface on the inside of a container




•
 
place the fruit on the bottom of the dish.










3.
 
the part on which a thing rests; the underside




•
 
he sat on the bottom of an upturned bucket.










4.
 
the ground under a sea, river, or lake




•
 
the liner plunged to the bottom of the sea.










5.
 
(also 
bottoms

 )
 — another term for bottomland
 .




6.
 
the seat of a chair.




7.
 
the lowest position in a competition or ranking




•
 
he started at the bottom and now has his own business.










8.
 
the basis or origin




•
 
there's a mad scientist 
at the bottom of it

 all.










9.
 
(also 
bottoms

 )
 — the lower half of a two-piece garment




•
 
pajama bottoms




•
 
a skimpy bikini bottom.










10.
 
the lowest part of the hull of a ship, especially the relatively flat portion on either side of the keel.




11.
 


‹archaic›

 a ship, especially considered as a unit of transport capacity.




12.
 


‹archaic›

 stamina or strength of character, especially of a horse.




13.
 


‹informal›

 the buttocks




•
 
he climbs the side of the gorge, scratching his bottom unselfconsciously.










14.
 


[Baseball]

 the second half of an inning




•
 
the bottom of the ninth.










15.
 


[Physics]

 one of six flavors of quark.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
in the lowest position




•
 
the books on the bottom shelf.










2.
 
in the lowest or last position in a competition or ranking




•
 
households in the bottom income bracket.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a performance or situation) reach the lowest point before stabilizing or improving




•
 
interest rates have 
bottomed out

 .














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at bottom






basically; fundamentally




•
 
at bottom, science is exploration.















2.
 
bet your bottom dollar








‹informal›

 stake everything




•
 
you can bet your bottom dollar it'll end in tears.















3.
 
the bottom falls (or drops) out






collapse or failure occurs




•
 


the bottom fell out of

 the market for classic cars.















4.
 
bottoms up!








‹informal›

 a call to finish one's drink.









5.
 
from the bottom of one's heart






see heart
 .









6.
 
from the bottom up






starting at the lower end or beginning of a hierarchy or process and proceeding to the top or to completion




•
 
we began to study history from the bottom up.















7.
 
get to the bottom of






find an explanation for (a mystery)




•
 
he hopes to get to the bottom of the scam.


















V.
 
derivatives





bottommost

 
/ˈbädə(m)ˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
botm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bodem

 ‘bottom, ground’ and German 
Boden

 ‘ground, earth.’





bottom-dwelling

 
/ˈbädəmˌdweliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an aquatic organism) dwelling on or near the bed of the sea, a lake, or other body of water.




2.
 
(of a person or organization) characterized by poor, questionable, or unethical performance.








II.
 
derivatives





bottom-dweller






noun





















bottomed

 
/ˈbädəmd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a base or lowest point of the specified kind




•
 
a heavy-bottomed copper pan




•
 
a clear, sandy-bottomed lake




•
 
a rather unique glass-bottomed boat.










2.
 
having buttocks of the specified kind




•
 
a large-bottomed woman




•
 
she was sitting on a chair bare-bottomed.



















bottom feeder






noun



1.
 
an aquatic creature that feeds at the bottom of a body of water.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 someone who profits from things cast off or left over by others.













bottom fermentation






noun




a process in the brewing of certain beers in which the yeast falls to the bottom during fermentation.













bottom fish





I.
 
noun




a species of fish, such as flounder, that is a bottom feeder.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
fish for species that are bottom fish.




2.
 
make profits from investments that are of low value or out of favor.














bottomland

 
/ˈbädəmˌland/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 low-lying land, typically by a river and subject to overflow during floods.













bottomless

 
/ˈbädəmləs/






adjective



1.
 
without a bottom




•
 
plant mint in a bottomless bucket sunk into the ground.










2.
 
very deep




•
 
the cold dark sea in whose bottomless depths monsters swam.










3.
 
(of a supply of money or other resources) inexhaustible




•
 
I don't have 
a bottomless pit

 of money.










4.
 
naked below the waist.













bottom line

 
/ˈbädəm ˈˌlīn/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the final total of an account, balance sheet, or other financial document




•
 


‹figurative›

 the determination of Japanese companies to ignore the bottom line.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the underlying or ultimate outcome or criterion




•
 
the bottom line is I'm still married to Denny




•
 
the bottom line is, does it work?



















bottom round






noun




a steak or other cut from the outer part of a round of beef.













bottomry

 
/ˈbädəmrē/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a system of merchant insurance in which a ship is used as security against a loan to finance a voyage, the lender losing the investment if the ship sinks.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from bottom
 (in the sense ‘ship’) + -ry
 , influenced by Dutch 
bodemerij

 .





bottom-up

 
/bädəm ˈəp/






adjective




proceeding from the bottom of a hierarchy upward or from the beginning of a process forward.














botulin

 
/ˈbäCHəlin/






noun




the bacterial toxin involved in botulism.













botulinum

 
/ˌbäCHəˈlīnəm/






noun




a rod-shaped bacterium that produces botulin.

[
Clostridium botulinum

 .]













botulinum toxin

 
/ˌbäCHəˌlīnəm ˈtäksən /

 
botulinus toxin






noun




another term for botulin
 .













botulism

 
/ˈbäCHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




food poisoning caused by a bacterium (botulinum) growing on improperly sterilized canned meats and other preserved foods.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Botulismus

 , originally ‘sausage poisoning,’ from Latin 
botulus

 ‘sausage.’





boubou

 
/ˈbo͞obo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
boubou shrike

 )
 — an African bush shrike with the upper parts mainly blackish in color. It is noted for the duet of bell-like calls produced by the male and female together.

[Genus 
Laniarius

 , family 
Laniidae

 : several species, in particular the 
tropical boubou

 (
L. aethiopicus

 ) and the 
southern boubou

 (
L. ferrugineus

 ).]




2.
 
a long, colorful, loose-fitting garment worn by both sexes in parts of Africa.











– origin

 French, from Malinke 
bubu

 .





bouchée

 
/bo͞oˈSHā/






noun




a small pastry with a sweet or savory filling.













Boucher, François

 
/bo͞oˈSHā/






(1703–70), French painter and decorative artist. One of the foremost artists of the rococo style in France, his works include 
The Rising of the Sun

 (1753) and 
Summer Pastoral

 (1749).









bouclé

 
/bo͞oˈklā/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
yarn with a looped or curled ply, or fabric woven from this yarn




•
 
a bouclé sweater.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘buckled, curled.’





Boudicca

 
/bo͞oˈdikə/






(died 
AD

 62), a queen of the Britons; ruler of the Iceni tribe in eastern England; also known as 
Boadicea

 . She led her forces in revolt against the Romans and sacked Colchester, St. Albans, and London before being defeated by the Roman governor, 
Suetonius Paulinus

 .









boudin

 
/bo͞oˈdan, -ˈdaN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a French type of blood sausage.




2.
 
a spicy sausage used especially in Louisiana cuisine.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘blood sausage.’





boudoir

 
/ˈbo͞oˌdwär/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 
‹humorous›

 a woman's bedroom or private room.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘sulking place.’





bouffant

 
/bo͞oˈfänt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's hair) styled so as to puff out in a rounded shape




•
 
a blonde lady with bouffant hair.














II.
 
noun




a bouffant hairstyle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘swelling,’ present participle of 
bouffer

 .





Bougainville

 
/ˈbo͞oɡənˌvil, ˈbō-/





I.
 
a volcanic island in the South Pacific Ocean, the largest of the Solomon Islands.







– origin

 named after Louis de 
Bougainville

 (see Bougainville, Louis Antoine de
 ), who visited it in 1768.






Bougainville, Louis Antoine de

 
/ˌbo͞oɡaNˈvēl/






(1729–1811), French explorer. He led the first French circumnavigation of the globe 1766–69, visiting many of the islands of the South Pacific and compiling an invaluable scientific record of his findings.









bougainvillea

 
/ˌbo͞oɡənˈvilēə ˌbōɡənˈvilēə /

 
bougainvillaea





I.
 
noun




an ornamental climbing plant that is widely cultivated in the tropics. The insignificant flowers are surrounded by brightly colored papery bracts that persist on the plant for a long time.

[Genus 
Bougainvillea

 , family 
Nyctaginaceae

 .]











– origin

 named after Louis de 
Bougainville

 (see Bougainville, Louis Antoine de
 ).






bough

 
/bou/





I.
 
noun




a main branch of a tree




•
 
apple boughs laden with blossom.

















– origin

 Old English 
bōg

 , 
bōh

 ‘bough or shoulder,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boeg

 ‘shoulders or ship's bow,’ German 
Bug

 ‘ship's bow’ and ‘horse's hock or shoulder,’ also to bow
 3
 .






bought

 
/bôt/






past and past participle of buy
 .









boughten

 
/ˈbôtn/





I.
 
adjective






‹dialect›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 bought rather than homemade




•
 
wooden boxes full of boughten cookies




•
 
her first store-boughten doll.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: dialect variant of bought
 .





bougie1


 
/ˈbo͞oZHē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a thin, flexible surgical instrument for exploring or dilating a passage of the body.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘wax candle,’ from Arabic 
Bijāya

 , the name of an Algerian town that traded in wax.





bougie2


 
/ˈbo͞oZHē /

 
bourgie





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 exhibiting qualities attributed to the middle class, especially pretentiousness or conventionality




•
 
the candlelit cocktail party was pretty bougie.

















– origin

 1960s (originally in African-American usage): from bourgeois
 .





bouillabaisse

 
/ˈbo͞oːyəbās/





I.
 
noun




a rich, spicy stew or soup made with various kinds of fish, originally from Provence.











– origin

 French, from modern Provençal 
bouiabaisso

 ‘boil down.’






bouillon

 
/ˈbo͞o(l)yän/





I.
 
noun




a broth made by stewing meat, fish, or vegetables in water.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘liquid in which something has boiled.’





bouillon cube






noun




a cube of concentrated stock, used for making bouillon.














boulder

 
/ˈbōldər/





I.
 
noun




a large rock, typically one that has been worn smooth by erosion.








II.
 
derivatives





bouldery






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: shortened from earlier 
boulderstone

 , of Scandinavian origin.





Boulder

 
/ˈbōldər/






a city in north central Colorado, northwest of Denver, home to the University of Colorado; pop. 94,171 (est. 2008).









boulder clay

 
/ˈbōldər ˌklā/






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for till
 4
 .













bouldering

 
/ˈbōld(ə)riNG/






noun






[Mountaineering]

 climbing on large boulders, either for practice or as a sport in its own right.













boule1


 
/bo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a metal ball used in the French game of 
boules

 , a form of lawn bowling played on rough ground.











– origin

 1920s (originally denoting a form of roulette): French, literally ‘bowl.’





boule2


 
/bo͞oˈlā, ˈbo͞olē/





I.
 
noun




a legislative body of ancient or modern Greece.











– origin

 from Greek 
boulē

 ‘senate.’





boulevard

 
/ˈbo͝oləˌvärd /

 
blvd.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wide street in a town or city, typically one lined with trees


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Sunset Boulevard.










2.
 
another term for boulevard strip
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘a rampart’ (later ‘a promenade on the site of one’), from German 
Bollwerk

 (see bulwark
 ).





boulevardier

 
/ˌbo͝oləvärˈdir ˌbo͝oləvärˈdyā/





I.
 
noun




a wealthy, fashionable socialite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, originally in the sense ‘person who frequents boulevards.’






boulevard strip






noun




a grassy strip between a road and a sidewalk.













bouleversement

 
/ˌbo͞oləvərsəˈmän/





I.
 
noun




an inversion, especially a violent one; an upset or upheaval.











– origin

 from French 
bouleverser

 ‘overturn.’





Boulez, Pierre

 
/bo͞oˈlez/






(1925–), French composer and conductor. He was principal conductor with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra 1971–78.










bounce

 
/bouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an object, especially a ball) move quickly up, back, or away from a surface after hitting it; rebound (once or repeatedly)




•
 
the ball 
bounced off

 the rim




•
 
the ball bounced away, and he chased it




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he was bouncing the ball against the wall.










2.
 
(of light, sound, or an electronic signal) come into contact with an object or surface and be reflected




•
 
short sound waves 
bounce off

 even small objects.










3.
 
(also 
bounce back

 )
 — (of an email) be returned to its sender after failing to reach its destination




•
 
I tried to email him, but the message bounced.










4.
 
(
bounce back

 )
 — recover well after a setback




•
 
he was admired for his ability to bounce back from injury.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 hit a ball that bounces before reaching a fielder




•
 
bouncing out with the bases loaded




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
bounced a grounder to third.










6.
 
(of a person) jump repeatedly up and down, typically on something springy




•
 
bouncing up and down on the mattress.










7.
 
(of a thing) move up and down while remaining essentially in the same position




•
 
the gangplank bounced under his confident step.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a child) to move lightly up and down on one's knee as a game




•
 
I remember how you used to bounce me on your knee.










9.
 
[often with 
adv.

 or 
prep. phrase

 showing direction]
 — move in an energetic or happy manner




•
 
Linda bounced in through the open front door.










10.
 
[often with 
adv.

 or 
prep. phrase

 showing direction]
 — (of a vehicle) move jerkily along a bumpy surface




•
 
the car bounced down the narrow track.










11.
 


‹informal›

 (of a check) be returned by a bank when there are insufficient funds to meet it




•
 
my rent check bounced.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 write (a check) on insufficient funds




•
 
I've never bounced a check.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 eject (a troublemaker) forcibly from a nightclub or similar establishment.




14.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 dismiss (someone) from a job




•
 
those who put in a dismal performance will be 
bounced from

 the tour.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rebound of a ball or other object




•
 
a bad bounce caused the ball to get away from the second baseman.










2.
 
the power of rebounding.




3.
 
an act of jumping or an instance of being moved up and down




•
 
every bounce of the truck brought them into fresh contact




•
 
a bounce on your knee or a cuddle and pat on the back.










4.
 
a sudden rise in the level of something




•
 
economists agree that there could be a bounce in prices next year.










5.
 
exuberant self-confidence




•
 
the bounce was now back in Jenny's step.










6.
 
health and body in the hair




•
 
use conditioner to help hair regain its bounce.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bounce an idea off someone








‹informal›

 share an idea with another person in order to get feedback on it.









2.
 
be bouncing off the walls








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be full of nervous excitement or agitation.















– origin

 Middle English 
bunsen

 ‘beat, thump.’





bounce flash






noun



1.
 


[Photography]

 a device for giving reflected photographic flashlight.




2.
 


[Photography]

 the effect of reflected flashlight.













bouncer

 
/ˈbounsər/






noun



1.
 
a person employed by a nightclub or similar establishment to prevent troublemakers from entering or to eject them from the premises.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 a batted ball that bounces before being fielded.













bounce rate






noun




the percentage of visitors to a particular website who navigate away from the site after viewing only one page.




•
 
a rising bounce rate is a sure sign that your homepage is boring or off-putting.



















bouncing

 
/ˈbounsiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a ball) rebounding up and down




•
 
an awkwardly bouncing ball.










2.
 
(of a baby) vigorous and healthy




•
 
Lisa gave birth to a bouncing baby boy.










3.
 
lively and confident




•
 
by the next day she was her usual bouncing, energetic self.



















bouncing Bet






noun




another term for soapwort
 .













bouncy

 
/ˈbounsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bouncing well




•
 
a bouncy ball.










2.
 
resilient; springy




•
 
that bouncy artificial grass.










3.
 
(of a person) confident and lively




•
 
she was still the girl he remembered, bouncy and full of life.










4.
 
(of music) having a jaunty rhythm




•
 
the bouncy cheerfulness of polka.










5.
 
(of the hair) in good condition; having bounce




•
 
hair with shiny, bouncy curls.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bouncily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
bounciness






noun





















bound1


 
/bound/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or run with leaping strides




•
 
Louis came 
bounding down

 the stairs




•
 
the dog 
bounded up to

 him.










2.
 
(of an object, typically a round one) rebound from a surface




•
 
bullets 
bounded off

 the veranda.














II.
 
noun




a leaping movement upward




•
 
I went up the steps in two effortless bounds.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun): from French 
bond

 (noun), 
bondir

 (verb) ‘resound,’ later ‘rebound,’ from late Latin 
bombitare

 , from Latin 
bombus

 ‘humming.’






bound2


 
/bound/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
bounds

 )


1.
 
a territorial limit; a boundary




•
 
the ancient bounds of the forest.










2.
 
a limitation or restriction on feeling or action




•
 
it is not 
beyond the bounds of possibility

 that the issue could arise again




•
 
enthusiasm to join the union 
knew no bounds

 .










3.
 


‹technical›

 a limiting value.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bounded

 )


1.
 
form the boundary of; enclose




•
 
the ground was bounded by a main road on one side and a meadow on the other.










2.
 
place within certain limits; restrict




•
 
freedom of action is bounded by law.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in bounds








[Sports]

 inside the regular playing area.









2.
 
out of bounds





a.
 


[Sports]

 outside the regular playing area




•
 
he hit his third shot out of bounds at the 17th.










b.
 

/ˌoud əv ˈboundz /

 — (of a place) outside the limits of where one is permitted to be




•
 
his kitchen was 
out of bounds to

 me at mealtimes.










c.
 
beyond what is acceptable




•
 
Paul felt that this conversation was getting out of bounds.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘landmark’ and ‘borderland’): from Old French 
bodne

 , from medieval Latin 
bodina

 , earlier 
butina

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





bound3


 
/bound/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
heading toward somewhere




•
 
trains 
bound for

 Chicago




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the three moon-bound astronauts.










2.
 
destined or likely to have a specified experience




•
 
they were 
bound for

 disaster.

















– origin

 Middle English 
boun

 (in the sense ‘ready, dressed’), from Old Norse 
búinn

 , past participle of 
búa

 ‘get ready’; the final 
-d

 is euphonic, or influenced by bound
 4
 .






bound4


 
/bound/





I.
 
verb




past and past participle of bind
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — restricted or confined to a specified place




•
 
his job kept him city-bound.










2.
 
prevented from operating normally by the specified conditions




•
 
blizzard-bound Boston.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — certain to do or have something




•
 
there is bound to be a change of plan.










4.
 
obliged by law, circumstances, or duty to do something




•
 
I'm bound to do what I can to help Sam




•
 
I'm 
bound to say

 that I'm not sure.










5.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a book) having a specified binding




•
 
fine leather-bound books.










6.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a morpheme) unable to occur alone, e.g., 
dis-

 in 
dismount

 .




7.
 
constipated.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bound up in






focusing on, to the exclusion of all else




•
 
she was too bound up in her own misery to care that other people were hurt.















2.
 
bound up with (or in)






closely connected with or related to




•
 
democracy is bound up with a measure of economic and social equality.























boundary

 
/ˈbound(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line that marks the limits of an area; a dividing line




•
 
the eastern boundary of the wilderness




•
 
the boundary between the US and Canada




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a boundary wall.










2.
 
(often 
boundaries

 )
 — a limit of a subject or sphere of activity




•
 
a community without class or political boundaries.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of dialect 
bounder

 , from bound
 2
 + -er
 1
 , perhaps on the pattern of 
limitary

 .





boundary condition






noun






[Mathematics]

 a condition that is required to be satisfied at all or part of the boundary of a region in which a set of differential equations is to be solved.













boundary layer






noun




a layer of more or less stationary fluid (such as water or air) immediately surrounding an immersed object in relative motion with the fluid.













Boundary Waters






a region in northeast Minnesota, along the Ontario border, known as a canoeing wilderness.









bounden

 
/ˈboundən/





I.
 
archaic past participle of bind
 .




II.
 
phrases





one's bounden duty






a responsibility regarded as obligatory




•
 
the Pastor believed that it was his bounden duty to keep them on the right path.























bounder

 
/ˈboundər/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a dishonorable man




•
 
he is nothing but a fortune-seeking bounder.



















bound form






noun




a morpheme that occurs only as an element of a compound word and cannot stand on its own, such as 
-ing

 or 
-er

 .













boundless

 
/ˈboun(d)ləs/





I.
 
adjective




unlimited; immense




•
 
enthusiasts who devote boundless energy to their hobby.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boundlessly






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the land was boundlessly fertile



















2.
 
boundlessness

 
/ˈboun(d)ləsnəs /






noun






















bounteous

 
/ˈboun(t)ēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 generously given or giving; bountiful




•
 
the earth yields a bounteous harvest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bounteously






adverb













2.
 
bounteousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bontif

 , 
-ive

 ‘benevolent’ (from 
bonte

 ‘bounty’), on the pattern of 
plenteous

 .





bountiful

 
/ˈboun(t)əfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
large in quantity; abundant




•
 
the ocean provided a bountiful supply of fresh food.










2.
 
giving generously




•
 
he was exceedingly bountiful to persons in distress.














II.
 
derivatives





bountifully

 
/ˈboun(t)əf(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from bounty
 + -ful
 .





Bountiful

 
/ˈboun(t)əfəl/






a city in northern Utah, north of Salt Lake City; pop. 44,473 (est. 2008).










bounty

 
/ˈboun(t)ē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
generosity; liberality




•
 


‹figurative›

 for millennia the people along the Nile have depended entirely on its bounty.










2.
 
abundance; plenty




•
 
we ask that growers share their bounty with others.










3.
 
a monetary gift or reward, typically given by a government, in particular




4.
 
a sum paid for killing or capturing a person or animal




•
 
there was an increased 
bounty on his head

 .










5.
 


‹historical›

 a sum paid to encourage trade




•
 
bounties were paid to colonial producers of indigo dye.










6.
 
a sum paid to army or navy recruits upon enlistment.




7.
 


‹literary›

 something given or occurring in generous amounts




•
 
the bounties of nature.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting goodness or generosity): from Old French 
bonte

 ‘goodness,’ from Latin 
bonitas

 , from 
bonus

 ‘good.’ The sense ‘monetary reward’ dates from the early 18th cent.





Bounty

 
/ˈboun(t)ē/






a ship of the British navy on which in 1789 part of the crew, led by Fletcher Christian, mutinied against their commander, William Bligh, and set him adrift in an open boat with eighteen crewmen.









bounty hunter

 
/ˈboun(t)ē ˌhən(t)ər/






noun




one who pursues a criminal or seeks an achievement for the sake of the reward.













bouquet

 
/bōˈkā bo͞oˈkā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an attractively arranged bunch of flowers, especially one presented as a gift or carried at a ceremony.




2.
 
an expression of approval; a compliment




•
 
we will happily publish the bouquets.










3.
 
a characteristic scent, especially that of a wine or perfume




•
 
the aperitif has a faint bouquet of almonds




•
 
champagnes have a delicacy of bouquet.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French (earlier ‘clump of trees’), from a dialect variant of Old French 
bos

 ‘wood.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 19th cent.





bouquet garni

 
/bōˈkā ɡärˈnē, bo͞o-/





I.
 
noun




a bunch of herbs, typically encased in a cheesecloth bag, used for flavoring a stew or soup.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘garnished bouquet.’





bourbon

 
/ˈbərbən/





I.
 
noun




a straight whiskey distilled from a mash having at least 51 percent corn in addition to malt and rye.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Bourbon

 County, Kentucky, where it was first made.






Bourbon1


 
/ˈbo͝orbən/






the surname of a branch of the royal family of France. The Bourbons ruled France from 1589, when Henry IV succeeded to the throne, until the monarchy was overthrown in 1848, and reached the peak of their power under Louis XIV in the late 17th century. Members of this family have also been kings of Spain (1700–1931 and since 1975).









Bourbon2


 
/ˈbo͝orbən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a reactionary.




2.
 
(also 
Bourbon rose

 )
 — a rose of a variety that flowers over a long period and has a rich scent. It arose as a natural hybrid on the island of Réunion (formerly Île de Bourbon) and was introduced into Europe in the early 19th century.

[
Rosa

 × 
borboniana

 , a hybrid of 
Rosa chinensis

 and 
R. damascena

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 1): from the name of the Bourbon
 1
 family. 
Sense

 2 dates from the 1930s.





Bourbon County






a county in north central Kentucky, in the Bluegrass region, birthplace of the American whiskey type.









Bourbonnais

 
/ˌbo͝orbəˈnā/






a former duchy and province in central France; chief town, Moulins.









bourdon

 
/ˈbo͝ordn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a low-pitched stop in an organ or harmonium, typically a sixteen-foot stopped diapason.




2.
 
the drone pipe of a bagpipe.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘drone of a bagpipe’): from Old French, ‘drone,’ of imitative origin.






bourg

 
/bo͝orɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a town or village under the shadow of a castle.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a French market town.











– origin

 French, from late Latin 
burgus

 ‘castle’ (in medieval Latin ‘fortified town’), ultimately of Germanic origin and related to borough
 .






bourgeois

 
/bo͝orˈZHwä ˈbo͝orZHwä/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of the middle class, typically with reference to its perceived materialistic values or conventional attitudes




•
 
a rich, bored, bourgeois family




•
 
these views will shock the bourgeois critics.










2.
 
(in Marxist contexts) upholding the interests of capitalism; not communist




•
 
bourgeois society took for granted the sanctity of property.














II.
 
noun




a bourgeois person




•
 
a self-confessed and proud bourgeois.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French bourg
 . Compare with burgess
 .





bourgeoise

 
/bo͝orˈZHwäz, ˈbo͝orZHwäz/





I.
 
adjective




of or characteristic of female members of the bourgeoisie.








II.
 
noun




a female member of the bourgeoisie.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, feminine of 
bourgeois

 ‘citizen’ (see bourgeois
 ).





bourgeoisie

 
/ˌbo͝orZHwäˈzē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the bourgeoisie

 )


1.
 
the middle class, typically with reference to its perceived materialistic values or conventional attitudes.




2.
 
(in Marxist contexts) the capitalist class who own most of society's wealth and means of production.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from bourgeois
 .






Bourgogne

 
/bo͝orˈɡônyə/






French name for Burgundy
 .









Bourguiba, Habib ibn Ali

 
/bo͝orˈɡēbə/






(1903–2000), Tunisian nationalist and statesman. He was the first president of independent Tunisia 1957–87.









Bourke-White, Margaret

 
/ˈbərk ˌ(h)wīt/






(1906–71), US photojournalist. During World War II, she was the first female photographer with the US armed forces. At the end of the war, she accompanied the Allied forces when they entered the Nazi concentration camps. Later assignments included the Korean War (1950–53) and work in India and South Africa.









bourn1


 
/bôrn /

 
bourne





I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 a small stream, especially one that flows intermittently or seasonally.











– origin

 Middle English: southern English variant of burn
 2
 .





bourn2


 
/bôrn /

 
bourne





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a goal; a destination.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a limit; a boundary.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a boundary of a field): from French 
borne

 , from Old French 
bodne

 (see bound
 2
 ).





Bournemouth

 
/ˈbôrnməTH/






a resort on the southern coast of England; pop. 159,500 (est. 2009).









bourrée

 
/bo͝oˈrā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively French dance like a gavotte.




2.
 


[Ballet]

 a series of very fast little steps, with the feet close together, typically performed on pointe and giving the impression that the dancer is gliding over the floor.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a bourrée.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘faggot of twigs’ (the dance being performed around a fire made with such twigs).





bourse

 
/bo͝ors/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stock market in a non-English-speaking country, especially France.




2.
 
(
Bourse

 )
 — the Paris stock exchange.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as 
burse

 , the usual form until the mid 19th cent.): from French, literally ‘purse,’ via medieval Latin from Greek 
bursa

 ‘leather.’





Boursin

 
/bo͝orˈsän/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of soft cheese from France.











– origin

 French.





boustrophedon

 
/ˌbo͞ostrəˈfēdn/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of written words) from right to left and from left to right in alternate lines.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘as an ox turns in plowing,’ from 
bous

 ‘ox’ + 
-strophos

 ‘turning.’





bout

 
/bout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short period of intense activity of a specified kind




•
 
occasional bouts of strenuous exercise




•
 
a drinking bout.










2.
 
an attack of illness or strong emotion of a specified kind




•
 
a severe bout of flu.










3.
 
a wrestling or boxing match.




4.
 
a curve in the side of a violin, guitar, or other musical instrument.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a curve or circuit, hence later a “turn” of activity): from dialect 
bought

 ‘bend, loop’; probably of Low German origin.





boutade

 
/bo͞oˈtäd/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a sudden outburst or outbreak.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, from 
bouter

 ‘to thrust.’






boutique

 
/bo͞oˈtēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small store selling fashionable clothes or accessories.




2.
 
a business that serves a sophisticated or specialized clientele




•
 
a small investment boutique




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a boutique film.














II.
 
derivatives





boutiquey






adjective






‹informal›





















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘small shop,’ via Latin from Greek 
apothēkē

 ‘storehouse.’ Compare with bodega
 .





boutique brewery






noun




another term for microbrewery
 .













boutique hotel






noun




a small stylish hotel, typically one situated in a fashionable urban location.













bouton

 
/bo͞oˈtôn/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an enlarged part of a nerve fiber or cell, especially an axon, where it forms a synapse with another nerve.











– origin

 1930s: from French, literally ‘button.’





boutonnière

 
/ˌbo͞otnˈir/





I.
 
noun




a spray of flowers worn in a buttonhole.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, ‘buttonhole,’ from 
bouton

 ‘button.’





Boutros-Ghali, Boutros






(1922–), Egyptian diplomat and politician; secretary general of the United Nations 1992–97.









bouvier

 
/bo͞oˈvyā/





I.
 
noun




a large, powerful dog of a rough-coated breed originating in Belgium.











– origin

 French ‘cowherd.’





bouzouki

 
/bo͝oˈzo͞okē/





I.
 
noun




a long-necked Greek instrument similar to the mandolin.











– origin

 1950s: from modern Greek 
mpouzouki

 , possibly related to Turkish 
bozuk

 ‘spoiled’ (with reference to roughly made instruments).





bovid

 
/ˈbōvid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the cattle family (
Bovidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Bovidae

 , from 
bos

 , 
bov-

 ‘ox.’





bovine

 
/ˈbōvīn ˈbōvēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or affecting cattle




•
 
bovine tuberculosis




•
 
bovine tissue.










2.
 
(of a person) slow-moving and dull-witted




•
 
amiable bovine faces.














II.
 
noun




an animal of the cattle group, which also includes buffaloes and bisons.








III.
 
derivatives





bovinely






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin 
bovinus

 , from Latin 
bos

 , 
bov-

 ‘ox.’






bovine growth hormone

 
BGH






noun




a natural hormone in cattle that helps regulate growth and milk production and that may be produced artificially and given to dairy cattle to increase the yield of milk.

Also called bovine somatotropin
 .














bovine somatotropin

 
/ˌbōvīn səˌmadəˈtrōpən /

 
BST






noun




another term for bovine growth hormone
 .














bow1


 
/bō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a knot tied with two loops and two loose ends, used especially for tying shoelaces and decorative ribbons




•
 
a girl with long hair tied back 
in a bow

 .










2.
 
a decorative ribbon tied in a bow.




3.
 
a weapon for shooting arrows, typically made of a curved piece of wood whose ends are joined by a taut string.




4.
 
a bowman.




5.
 
a long, partially curved rod with horsehair stretched along its length, used for playing the violin and other stringed instruments.




6.
 
a single passage of a bow over the strings of a violin or other stringed instrument.




7.
 
a thing that is bent or curved in shape, in particular




8.
 
a curved stroke forming part of a letter (e.g., 
b

 , 
p

 ).




9.
 
a metal ring forming the handle of a key or pair of scissors.




10.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a side piece or lens frame of a pair of glasses.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (a stringed instrument or music) using a bow




•
 
the techniques by which the pieces were bowed.










2.
 
bend into the shape of a bow




•
 
the sides of the image are squeezed in or bowed out.

















– origin

 Old English 
boga

 ‘bend, bow, arch,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boog

 and German 
Bogen

 , also to bow
 2
 .






bow2


 
/bou/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend the head or upper part of the body as a sign of respect, greeting, or shame




•
 
he turned and 
bowed to

 his father




•
 
they refused to 
bow down before

 the king




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bowed

 )
 
councilors stood 
with heads bowed






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she knelt and bowed her head.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (thanks, agreement, or other sentiments) by bending one's head respectfully




•
 
he looked at Hector before bowing grave thanks.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — bend the body in order to see or concentrate


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
my mother sat bowed over a library book.










4.
 
bend with age or under pressure




•
 
the grass bowed down before the wind




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the vines 
were bowed down with

 flowers.










5.
 
submit to pressure or to someone's demands




•
 
the mayor 
bowed to

 public opinion.










6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a movie or product) be premiered or launched




•
 
the trailer bowed in theaters nationwide on December 23.




•
 
the Pentium III bowed in early 1999.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of bending the head or upper body as a sign of respect or greeting




•
 
the man 
gave a little bow

 .










2.
 
the premiere or launch of a movie or product




•
 
the new big screen will make its bow at the game on Saturday.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bow and scrape






behave in an obsequious way to someone in authority.









2.
 
make one's bow






make one's first formal appearance in a particular role




•
 
he made his bow as a science fiction writer.















3.
 
take a bow






(of a performer) acknowledge applause after a performance by bowing




•
 


‹figurative›

 the aides do the grind work while the boss takes the bows.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





bow out






withdraw or retire from an activity, role, or commitment




•
 
many artists are forced to 
bow out of

 the profession at a relatively early age.





















– origin

 Old English 
būgan

 ‘bend, stoop,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
biegen

 , also to bow
 1
 .






bow3


 
/bou /

 
bows





I.
 
noun




the front end of a ship




•
 
water sprayed high over her bows




•
 
stand in the bow.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the bow








[Nautical]

 within 45° of the point directly ahead.









2.
 
a (warning) shot across the bows






a statement or gesture intended to frighten someone into changing their course of action




•
 
supporters are firing a warning shot across the President's bows.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Low German 
boog

 , Dutch 
boeg

 ‘shoulder or ship's bow’; related to bough
 .





Bow, Clara

 
/bō/






(1905–65), US actress. One of the most popular stars and sex symbols of the 1920s, she was known as the “It Girl.” Her silent movies include 
It

 (1927) and 
The Wild Party

 (1929).









bow compass

 
/ˈbō ˌkəmpəs /

 
bow compasses






noun




a compass with jointed legs.













bowdlerize

 
/ˈbōdləˌrīz ˈboudləˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove material that is considered improper or offensive from (a text or account), especially with the result that it becomes weaker or less effective


(as 
adj.

 
bowdlerized

 )


•
 
a bowdlerized version of the story.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bowdlerism






noun













2.
 
bowdlerization

 
/ˌbōdləˌrīˈzāSHən ˌboudləˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Dr. Thomas 
Bowdler

 (1754–1825), who published an expurgated edition of Shakespeare in 1818, + -ize
 .





bow echo

 
/ˈbō ˌekō/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a bow-shaped radar signature associated with fast-moving storm systems accompanied by damaging winds.













bowel

 
/ˈbou(ə)l /

 
bowels





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the alimentary canal below the stomach; the intestine.




2.
 
(
the bowels of ——

 )
 — the parts deep inside something large




•
 
the train picks up speed for its final plunge into the subterranean bowels of Manhattan.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bouel

 , from Latin 
botellus

 , diminutive of 
botulus

 ‘sausage.’





Bowell, Sir Mackenzie

 
/ˈbōəl/






(1823–1917), Canadian Conservative statesman; prime minister 1894–96.









bowel movement






noun



1.
 
an act of defecation.




2.
 
the feces discharged in an act of defecation.













Bowen, Elizabeth

 
/ˈbōən/






(1899–1973), British novelist and short-story writer, born in Ireland; full name 
Elizabeth Dorothea Cole Bowen

 . Notable works: 
The Death of the Heart

 (1938) and 
The Heat of the Day

 (1949).










bower1


 
/ˈbou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pleasant shady place under trees or climbing plants in a garden or wood.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a summerhouse or country cottage.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a lady's private room or bedroom.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 shade or enclose (a place or person)


(as 
adj.

 
bowered

 )


•
 
the bowered pathways into the tangle of vines.

















– origin

 Old English 
būr

 ‘dwelling, inner room,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Bauer

 ‘birdcage.’





bower2


 
/ˈbou(ə)r /

 
bower anchor





I.
 
noun




each of two anchors carried at a ship's bow.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from bow
 3
 + -er
 1
 .





bowerbird

 
/ˈbou(ə)rˌbərd/






noun




a strong-billed Australasian bird, noted for the male's habit of constructing a bower adorned with feathers, shells, and other objects to attract the female.

[Family 
Ptilonorhynchidae

 : several genera and species, esp. the 
satin bowerbird

 (
Ptilonorhynchus violaceus

 ), which decorates the bower with blue-colored articles.]













Bowery

 
/ˈbou(ə)rē/





I.
 
a street and district of lower Manhattan in New York City associated, especially formerly, with flophouses and rowdies.







– origin

 mid 17th cent.: built on the site of governor Peter Stuyvesant's 
bowery

 ‘farm,’ from Dutch 
bouwerij

 .






bowfin

 
/ˈbōˌfin/





I.
 
noun




a predatory American freshwater fish with a large blunt head and a long dorsal fin. It is able to survive for long periods out of water.

[
Amia calva

 , the only living member of the family 
Amiidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bow
 1
 + fin
 .





bow-fronted

 
/ˌbōˈfrəntəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of furniture) having a convexly curved front.








II.
 
derivatives





bow front






noun, adjective






















bowhead

 
/ˈbōˌhed /

 
bowhead whale





I.
 
noun




a black Arctic right whale that feeds by skimming the surface for plankton.

Also called Greenland right whale
 . [
Balaena mysticetus

 , family 
Balaenidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from bow
 1
 + head
 .





bowhunting

 
/ˈbōˌhən(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the practice of hunting animals with a bow rather than a gun.








II.
 
derivatives





bowhunter

 
/-ˌhəntər /






noun





















Bowie

 
/ˈbōē/






a town in west central Maryland, northeast of Washington, DC; pop. 52,544 (est. 2008).









Bowie, David

 
/ˈbo͞o-ē/






(1947–), English rock singer, songwriter, and actor; born 
David Robert Jones

 . He is known for his theatrical performances and unconventional stage personae. Notable albums: 
Ziggy Stardust

 (1972), 
Let's Dance

 (1983), and 
Reality

 (2003).










Bowie, Jim

 
/ˈbōē, ˈbo͞oē/






(1799–1836), US frontiersman; full name 
James Bowie

 . The Bowie knife was designed either by him or by his brother Rezin. One of the leaders among the US settlers who opposed Mexican rule in Texas, he shared command of the garrison that resisted the Mexican attack on the Alamo. He died during this battle.









bowie knife

 
/ˈbo͞oē, ˈbōē/





I.
 
noun




a long knife with a blade double-edged at the point.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Jim 
Bowie

 or his brother (see Bowie, Jim
 ).





bowknot

 
/ˈbōnät/






noun




a double-looped knot in a ribbon, tie, or other fastening.














bowl1


 
/bōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round, deep dish or basin used for food or liquid




•
 
a mixing bowl




•
 
a sugar bowl.










2.
 
the contents of a bowl




•
 
huge 
bowls of

 steaming spaghetti.










3.
 
[usu. in 
names

 ]
 — a decorative round dish awarded as a prize in a competition




•
 
the McGeorge Rose Bowl.










4.
 
a rounded, concave part of an object




•
 
a toilet bowl




•
 
the bowl of a spoon.










5.
 


[Geography]

 a natural basin.




6.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — 

(chiefly US)

 a stadium for sporting or musical events




•
 
the Hollywood Bowl.










7.
 
a football game played after the regular season between leading or all-star teams


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
their last four bowl games.














II.
 
derivatives





bowlful

 
/ˈbōlˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bolle

 , 
bolla

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bol

 ‘round object,’ also to boll
 .





bowl2


 
/bōl/





I.
 
noun




a ball made slightly asymmetrical so that it runs on a curved course, used in the game of lawn bowling.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — roll (a ball or hoop) along the ground




•
 
she snatched her hat off and bowled it ahead of her like a hoop.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play the game of bowling




•
 
I usually bowl Tuesday nights.










3.
 
achieve (a certain score) in tenpin bowling




•
 
she bowled a 162 high game.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Cricket]

 (of a bowler) propel (the ball) with a straight arm towards the batsman, typically in such a way that the ball bounces once




•
 
Lillee bowled another bouncer




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Sobers bowled to Willis.










5.
 
(also 
bowl someone out

 )
 — dismiss (a batsman) by knocking down the wicket with the ball that one has bowled




•
 
Stewart 
was bowled for

 33 in the one-day international.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move rapidly and smoothly in a specified direction




•
 
they bowled along the country roads.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





bowl someone over





a.
 
knock someone down.




b.
 


‹informal›

 completely overwhelm or astonish someone, for example by one's good qualities or looks




•
 
when he met Angela, he was just bowled over by her.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘ball’): from Old French 
boule

 , from Latin 
bulla

 ‘bubble.’





bowlder






noun




archaic spelling of boulder
 .













bow legs

 
/ˈbō ˌleɡz/





I.
 
plural noun




legs that curve outward at the knee; bandy legs.








II.
 
derivatives





bow-legged

 
/ˈbō ˌleɡ(ə)d /






adjective





















bowler1


 
/ˈbōlər/






noun



1.
 
a player at tenpin bowling, lawn bowling, or skittles.




2.
 


[Cricket]

 a member of the fielding side who bowls or is bowling.













bowler2


 
/ˈbōlər /

 
bowler hat





I.
 
noun




a man's hard felt hat with a round dome-shaped crown.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William 
Bowler

 , the English hatter who designed it in 1850.





Bowles, Paul

 
/bōlz/






(1910–99), US writer and composer; full name 
Paul Frederick Bowles

 . In the 1930s, he studied music in Paris and worked as a music critic and composer. His novels, which include 
The Sheltering Sky

 (1949), 
Let It Come Down

 (1952), and 
The Spider's House

 (1966), typically concern Westerners in the Arab world.









bowl haircut






noun




a haircut done by or as if by inverting a bowl on a person's head and cutting off the hair left exposed.













bowline

 
/ˈboulīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rope attached to the weather leech of a square sail and leading forward, thus helping the ship sail nearer the wind.




2.
 
a nonbinding knot for forming a nonslipping nonjamming loop at the end of a rope.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
bōlīne

 , Middle Dutch 
boechlijne

 , from 
boeg

 ‘ship's bow’ + 
lijne

 ‘line.’





bowling

 
/ˈbōliNG/






noun



1.
 
the game of tenpin bowling as a sport or recreation.




2.
 
the game of candlepin or duckpin bowling.




3.
 
the game of lawn bowling.




4.
 
the game of skittles.




5.
 


[Cricket]

 the delivery of the ball.













bowling alley

 
/ˈbōliNG ˌalē/






noun



1.
 
a long narrow track along which balls are rolled in the games of bowling (tenpin, candlepin, or duckpin) or skittles.




2.
 
a building containing long narrow tracks used in bowling games.













bowling ball






noun



1.
 
a large, heavy ball with holes for the thumb and two fingers, used in tenpin bowling.




2.
 
a smaller, holeless ball used in candlepin and duckpin bowling.













bowling green

 
//






noun




an area of closely mown grass on which the game of lawn bowling is played.













Bowling Green






a city in west central Kentucky; pop. 55,097 (est. 2008).









bowls

 
/bōlz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
British term for lawn bowling
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 tenpin bowling or skittles.













bowman1


 
/ˈbōmən/






noun




an archer.













bowman2


 
/ˈboumən/






noun




the rower who sits nearest the bow of a boat, especially a racing boat.













Bowman's capsule

 
/ˈbōmənz ˌkapso͞ol/






noun




a capsule-shaped membranous structure surrounding the glomerulus of each nephron in the kidneys of mammals that extracts wastes, excess salts, and water from the blood.













bow saw

 
/ˈbō ˌsô/






noun




a narrow saw stretched like a bowstring on a light frame.













bowser

 
/ˈbouzər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a tanker used for fueling aircraft and other vehicles or for supplying water.











– origin

 1920s: from the name of a company of oil storage engineers.





bowshot

 
/ˈbōˌSHät/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the distance to which a bow can send an arrow




•
 
the two armies camped almost 
within bowshot

 of each other.



















bowsprit

 
/ˈbouˌsprit ˈbōˌsprit/





I.
 
noun




a spar extending forward from a ship's bow, to which the forestays are fastened.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
bōgsprēt

 , Middle Dutch 
boechspriet

 , from 
boech

 ‘bow’ + 
spriet

 ‘sprit.’





bowstring

 
/ˈbōˌstriNG/





I.
 
noun




the string of an archer's bow, traditionally made of three strands of hemp.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 strangle with a bowstring (a former Turkish method of execution).













bowstring hemp






noun




another term for sansevieria
 .













bow tie

 
/ˈbō ˌtī/






noun



1.
 
a necktie in the form of a bow or a knot with two loops.




2.
 
a pattern resembling a bow tie used in patchwork quilts


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bow-tie quilt.



















bow wave

 
/ˈbou ˌwāv/






noun




a wave or system of waves set up at the bows of a moving ship.













bow window

 
/ˌbō ˈwindō/






noun




a curved bay window.














bowwood

 
/ˈbōwo͝od/






noun




another name for Osage orange
 .













bow-wow

 
/ˈbouˌwou/





I.
 
exclamation




an imitation of a dog's bark.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈbouˌwou /



1.
 


‹informal›

 a child's word for a dog.













bowyer

 
/ˈbōyər/






noun




a person who makes or sells archers' bows.














box1


 
/bäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container with a flat base and sides, typically square or rectangular and having a lid




•
 
a cereal box




•
 
a hat box.










2.
 
the contents of a box




•
 
she ate a whole 
box of

 chocolates that night.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a casing containing a computer.




4.
 
(
the box

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 television or a television set




•
 
light entertainment shows on the box.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a coffin




•
 
I always thought I'd be in a box when I finally left here.










6.
 


‹historical›

 a coachman's seat.




7.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a woman's vagina.




8.
 
an area or space enclosed within straight lines, in particular




9.
 
an area on a printed page that is to be filled in or that is set off by a border




•
 
a picture of Sandy was in the upper right-hand box.










10.
 
an area on a computer screen for user input or displaying information.




11.
 
(also 
the batter's box

 ) (
the box

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 the rectangular area occupied by the batter.




12.
 


[Baseball]

 the rectangular area behind home plate for the catcher (
catcher's box

 ), or those near first and third bases, in foul territory, for each base coach (
coach's box

 ).




13.
 
(
the box

 )
 — 

[Soccer]

 the penalty area




•
 
he curled in a shot from the edge of the box.










14.
 
a small structure or building for a specific purpose, in particular




15.
 
a separate section or enclosed area within a larger building, especially one reserved for a group of people in a theater or sports ground or for witnesses or the jury in a law court




•
 
a box at the opera




•
 
the jury was now in the box.










16.
 


(Brit.)

 a small country house for use when hunting or fishing.




17.
 
a protective casing for a piece of a mechanism.




18.
 


‹informal›

 short for gearbox
 .




19.
 
a mailbox at a post office, newspaper office, or other facility where a person may arrange to receive correspondence




•
 
write to me care of PO Box 112.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
boxed

 )
 — put in or provide with a box




•
 
the books are sold as a boxed set




•
 
Muriel 
boxed up

 all of Christopher's clothes.










2.
 
enclose (a piece of text) within printed lines




•
 
boxed sections in magazines.










3.
 
(
box someone in

 )
 — restrict the ability of someone to move freely




•
 
a van had double-parked alongside her car and totally boxed her in.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
back through the box








[Baseball]

 (of a batted ball) hit in the direction of the pitcher past second base.









2.
 
in a box






restricted or limited




•
 
he will find himself in a box on US policy.















3.
 
in-a-box

 
in-the-box






packaged simply, cheaply, and conveniently




•
 
the Butler-in-a-Box is the gadget of your dreams.















4.
 
(right) out of the box

 

‹informal›






a.
 
used to refer to the immediate usability or functionality of a newly purchased product, typically an electronic device or a piece of software




•
 
most laptops come with wireless capability out of the box




•
 
console games need to be good to go right out of the box.










b.
 


(chiefly US)

 from the very beginning; immediately




•
 
his family memoir was a ratings smash right out of the box.















5.
 
think outside (of) the box






think in an original or creative way




•
 
you have to give him credit for thinking outside the box.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





box someone out








[Basketball]

 block an opponent from an area by the position of one's body




•
 
Miller neglected to box out his man in the final seconds.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boxful

 
/ˈbäksˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
boxlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English, probably from late Latin 
buxis

 , from Latin 
pyxis

 ‘boxwood box,’ from Greek 
puxos

 (see box
 3
 ).





box2


 
/bäks/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fight an opponent using one's fists; compete in the sport of boxing




•
 
he boxed for England




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he had to box Bennett for the title.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slap with the hand on the side of a person's head given as a punishment or in anger




•
 
she gave him 
a box on the ear

 .














III.
 
phrases





box someone's ears






slap someone on the side of the head as a punishment or in anger.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘a blow’): of unknown origin.






box3


 
/bäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
box tree

 )
 — a slow-growing European evergreen shrub or small tree with glossy dark green leaves. It is often grown as a hedge and for topiary.

[
Buxus sempervirens

 , family 
Buxaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
boxwood

 )
 — the hard, heavy wood of the box tree, formerly widely used for engraving and for musical instruments.




3.
 
any of a number of trees that have wood or foliage similar to the box tree, in particular

[● several Australian eucalyptus trees (genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 ). ● the tropical American 
Venezuelan box

 (
Casearia praecox

 , family 
Flacourtiaceae

 ), the wood of which has now largely replaced that of the European box.]











– origin

 Old English, via Latin from Greek 
puxos

 .





box4


 
/bäks/





I.
 
verb

 — (in phrase 
box the compass

 )


1.
 


[chiefly Nautical]

 recite the compass points in correct order.




2.
 


[chiefly Nautical]

 make a complete change of direction




•
 
by now the breeze had boxed the compass.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from Spanish 
bojar

 ‘sail around,’ from Middle Low German 
bōgen

 ‘bend,’ from the base of bow
 1
 .





box beam






noun




another term for box girder
 .













boxboard

 
/ˈbäksbôrd/






noun




a type of stiff cardboard used to make boxes.













box camera

 
/bäks ˈkam(ə)rə/






noun




a simple box-shaped hand camera, typically lacking an adjustment for shutter speed.













box canyon





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a narrow canyon with a flat bottom and vertical walls.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a calque from Spanish 
cajón

 ‘large box, canyon.’





boxcar

 
/ˈbäksˌkär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an enclosed railroad freight car, typically with sliding doors on the sides.













box-cutter






noun




a thin, inexpensive razor-blade knife designed to open cardboard boxes.













box elder






noun




an American maple of damp soils that has leaves resembling the ash and green or purplish twigs.

[
Acer negundo

 , family 
Aceraceae

 .]














box-end wrench






noun




another term for box wrench
 .














boxer

 
/ˈbäksər/






noun



1.
 
a person who takes part in boxing, especially as a sport.




2.
 
a medium-sized dog of a breed with a smooth brown coat and puglike face.













Boxer

 
/ˈbäksər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a fiercely nationalistic Chinese secret society that flourished in the 19th century. In 1899 the society led a Chinese uprising (
the Boxer Rebellion

 ) against Western domination that was eventually crushed by a combined European force, aided by Japan and the US.











– origin

 from boxer
 , translating Chinese 
yì hé quán

 , literally ‘righteous harmony fists.’





boxer shorts

 
/ˈbäksər SHôrts /

 
boxers






plural noun




men's loose underpants similar in shape to the shorts worn by boxers.














boxfish

 
/ˈbäksfiSH/






noun




a tropical marine fish that has a shell of bony plates enclosing the body, from which spines project.

Also called trunkfish
 . [Family 
Ostraciontidae

 : numerous genera and species, including the widely distributed 
Tetrosomus gibbosus

 .]














box girder

 
/bäks ˈɡərdər/






noun




a hollow girder square in cross section.













boxing

 
/ˈbäksiNG/






noun




the sport or practice of fighting with the fists, especially with padded gloves in a roped square ring according to prescribed rules.













Boxing Day

 
/ˈbäksiNG ˌdā/





I.
 
noun




(in parts of the British Commonwealth) a public holiday celebrated on the first day (strictly, the first weekday) after Christmas Day.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the custom of giving tradespeople a Christmas box on this day.





boxing glove

 
/ˈbäksiNG ˈˌɡləv/






noun




a heavily padded mitten worn in boxing.













box jellyfish






noun




a jellyfish with a box-shaped swimming bell, living in warm seas.

See also sea wasp
 . [Class 
Cubozoa

 (formerly order 
Cubomedusae

 ).]













box kite

 
/ˈbäks ˌkīt/






noun




a tailless kite in the form of a long box open at each end.













box lunch

 
/ˈbäks ˌlənCH/






noun




an individual lunch carried in a box rather than a bag.













box office






noun



1.
 
a place at a theater or other arts establishment where tickets are bought or reserved.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used to refer to the commercial success of a movie, play, or actor in terms of the audience size or takings they command


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the movie was a huge box-office hit.



















boxout

 
/ˈbäksˌout/






noun




a piece of text written to accompany a larger text and printed in a separate area of the page.













box pew






noun




an old-fashioned church pew enclosed by wooden partitions.













box pleat

 
/ˈbäks ˈˌplēt/






noun




a pleat consisting of two parallel creases facing opposite directions and forming a raised section in between.













box score






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the tabulated results of a baseball game or other sporting event, with statistics given for each player's performance.













box seat

 
/ˈbäks ˌsēt/






noun



1.
 
a seat in a box in a theater or sports stadium.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a coachman's seat.













box set

 
boxed set






noun




a set of related items, typically books or recordings, packaged together in a box and sold as a unit.













box social






noun




a fundraising event in which box lunches are auctioned off.













box spring

 
/ˈbäks ˈˌspriNG/






noun




each of a set of vertical springs housed in a frame in a mattress or upholstered chair base.













box stall






noun




an enclosed area in a barn in which a single animal can move around freely.













box step






noun




a dance step in which the feet describe the form of a square or rectangle.













box turtle






noun




a land-living turtle that has a lower shell with hinged lobes that can be drawn up tightly to enclose the animal. It is native to North America and Mexico and is sometimes kept as a pet.

[Genus 
Terrapene

 , family 
Emydidae

 : several species, including the 
eastern box turtle

 (
T. carolina

 ) and the 
western box turtle

 (
T. ornata

 ).]














box wrench

 
/ˈbäks ˌrenCH/






noun




a cylindrical wrench with a hexagonal end fitting over the head of a nut, used especially when the nut is difficult to reach.

Also called box-end wrench
 .













boxy

 
/ˈbäksē/






adjective



1.
 
squarish in shape




•
 
a boxy jacket




•
 
nondescript highrises, boxy and uniform.










2.
 
(of a room or space) cramped




•
 
the children are too old to share this boxy bedroom.










3.
 
(of recorded sound) restricted in tone.














boy

 
/boi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male child or young man




•
 
a group of six boys.










2.
 
a son




•
 
she put 
her

 little boy to bed.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a male child or young man who does a specified job




•
 
a delivery boy.










4.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — used informally or lightheartedly to refer to a man




•
 
the inspector was a 
local boy

 .










5.
 


‹dated›

 used as a friendly form of address from one man to another, often from an older man to a young man




•
 


my dear boy

 , don't say another word!










6.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 (often used as a form of address) a black male servant or worker.




7.
 
used as a form of address to a male dog




•
 


down boy

 , down!














II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express strong feelings, especially of excitement or admiration




•
 
oh boy, that's wonderful!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the big boys






men or organizations considered to be the most powerful and successful.









2.
 
boys will be boys






used to express the view that mischievous or childish behavior is typical of boys or young men and should not cause surprise when it occurs.









3.
 
one of the boys






an accepted member of a group, especially a group of men




•
 
he expected to be treated just like one of the boys




•
 
Ms. Patton is one of the boys.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a male servant): of unknown origin.





boyar

 
/bōˈyär/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of the old aristocracy in Russia, next in rank to a prince.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Russian 
boyarin

 ‘grandee.’





boy band






noun




a pop group composed of attractive young men whose music and image are designed to appeal primarily to a young teenage audience.













boycott

 
/ˈboiˌkät/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw from commercial or social relations with (a country, organization, or person) as a punishment or protest.




2.
 
refuse to buy or handle (goods) as a punishment or protest.




3.
 
refuse to cooperate with or participate in (a policy or event).








II.
 
noun




a punitive ban that forbids relations with certain groups, cooperation with a policy, or the handling of goods.











– origin

 from the name of Captain C. C. 
Boycott

 (1832–97), an English land agent in Ireland, so treated in 1880, in an attempt instigated by the Irish to get rents reduced.





Boyer, Charles

 
/boiˈ(y)ā/






(1897–1978), US actor; born in France. Before going to Hollywood in the 1930s, he enjoyed a successful stage career in France. Notable movies: 
Mayerling

 (1936), 
All This, and Heaven Too

 (1940), 
Tales of Manhattan

 (1942), 
Gaslight

 (1944), and 
Barefoot in the Park

 (1968).









boyf

 
/boif/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's boyfriend




•
 
she's just been dumped by her boyf.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation.





boyfriend

 
/ˈboiˌfrend/






noun



1.
 
a regular male companion with whom one has a romantic or sexual relationship.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting an item of clothing for a woman or girl that is designed to be loose-fitting or slightly oversized




•
 
a boyfriend cardigan.



















boyhood

 
/ˈboiho͝od/






noun




the state or time of being a boy




•
 
he has been passionate about cars since boyhood.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a boyhood friend.



















boyish

 
/ˈboiiSH/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or characteristic of a male child or young man




•
 
his boyish charm




•
 
she looked boyish and defiant.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
boyishly






adverb













2.
 
boyishness

 
/ˈboiəSHnəs /






noun





















Boyle, Robert

 
/boil/






(1627–91), Irish scientist. He advanced a corpuscular view of matter and is known for his experiments with the air pump that led to the law named after him.









Boyle's law

 
/ˈboilz ˌlô /

 

‹Chemistry›







a law stating that the pressure of a given mass of an ideal gas is inversely proportional to its volume at a constant temperature.









Boyne, Battle of the

 
/boin/






a battle fought near the Boyne River in Ireland in 1690, in which the Protestant army of William of Orange, the newly crowned William III, defeated the Catholic army (including troops from both France and Ireland) led by the recently deposed James II. The battle is celebrated annually (on July 12) in Northern Ireland as a victory for the Protestant cause.









Boynton Beach

 
/ˌboint(ə)n ˈbēCH/






a resort city in southeastern Florida; pop. 68,291 (est. 2008).









boyo

 
/ˈboiō/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Welsh)

 
(Irish)

 a boy or man (usually used as a form of address).













Boy Scout

 
/ˈboi ˈˌskout/






noun



1.
 
a member of the 
Boy Scouts of America

 or a similar organization of boys.




2.
 
an honest, friendly, and typically naive man


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
his trademark Boy Scout smile.



















boysenberry

 
/ˈboizənˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large red edible fruit resembling a blackberry.




2.
 
the shrubby plant that bears the boysenberry, which is a hybrid of several kinds of bramble.

[
Rubus loganobaccus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 1930s: named after Robert 
Boysen

 (died 1950), the American horticulturalist who developed it.





boy shorts






plural noun




women's underpants or bikini bottoms that have a low waistline and are cut straight across the upper thigh.













Boys Town






a village in east central Nebraska, just west of Omaha, noted as a home for troubled youth; pop. 977 (est. 2008).









boy toy






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a young woman who offers herself as a sex object for young men.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a young man who offers himself as a sex object.













boy wonder






noun




an exceptionally talented young man or boy.













Boz

 
/bäz/






the pseudonym used by Charles Dickens in his 
Pickwick Papers

 and contributions to the 
Morning Chronicle

 .









Bozeman

 
/ˈbōzmən/






a city in southwestern Montana; pop. 39,442 (est. 2008).









bozo

 
/ˈbōzō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stupid, rude, or insignificant person, especially a man.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





bp






abbreviation



1.
 
baptized.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 base pair(s), as a unit of length in nucleic acid chains.




3.
 


[Finance]

 basis point(s).




4.
 
(
b.p.

 )
 — boiling point.













BP






abbreviation



1.
 
before the present (era)




•
 
18,000 years BP.










2.
 
blood pressure.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 batting practice.




4.
 
boiling point.













Bp.






abbreviation




Bishop.













BPD






abbreviation




barrels (of oil) per day




•
 
the crude oil output of the four OPEC members rose to 16.3 million BPD in August




•
 
the pipeline is capable of carrying 125,000 BPD.



















BPh






abbreviation




Bachelor of Philosophy.













BPH






abbreviation






[Medicine]

 benign prostatic hyperplasia (or hypertrophy), an enlargement of the prostate gland common in older men.













bpi






abbreviation






[Computing]

 bits per inch, used to indicate the density of data that can be stored on magnetic tape or similar media.













B-picture






noun




another term for B-movie
 .













BPO






abbreviation




business process outsourcing.













BPR






abbreviation




business process re-engineering.













bps

 
/ˌbēˌpēˈes/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 bits per second.













Bq






abbreviation




becquerel.













Br






symbol




the chemical element bromine.













BR






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 bedroom(s).




2.
 
bills receivable.




3.
 
(in the UK) British Rail or (formerly) British Railways.













Br.






abbreviation



1.
 
British.




2.
 
(with reference to religious orders) Brother.














bra

 
/brä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an undergarment worn by women to support the breasts.




2.
 
(also 
auto bra

 or 
car bra

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a carbon-based cover that fits over the front bumper of a car.








II.
 
derivatives





braless






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of brassiere
 .





Brabant

 
/brəˈbant/






a former duchy in western Europe, the capital of which was Brussels. It is now divided into two provinces: North Brabant in the Netherlands, of which the capital is ῾s-Hertogenbosch; and Brabant in Belgium, of which the capital remains Brussels.









bra burner





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a feminist perceived as militant in the struggle for women's rights.











– origin

 from the mid 20th-cent. urban legend of women of burning bras to symbolize freedom from societal restraints.





brace

 
/brās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that clamps things tightly together or that gives support, in particular




2.
 
a device fitted to a weak or injured neck, leg, or other part of the body for support




•
 
a neck brace.










3.
 
(also 
braces

 )
 — a wire device fitted in the mouth to straighten the teeth.




4.
 
a strengthening piece of iron or timber used in building and carpentry.




5.
 
a tool in carpentry having a crank handle and a socket to hold a bit for boring.




6.
 
a rope leading aft from each yardarm, used for trimming the sail.




7.
 
(
braces

 )
 — British term for suspenders
 .




8.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a pair of something, typically of birds or mammals killed in hunting




•
 
thirty 
brace of

 grouse.










9.
 
either of the two marks { and }, used either to indicate that two or more items on one side have the same relationship as each other to the single item to which the other side points, or in pairs to show that words between them are connected.




10.
 


[Music]

 the mark {, used to join staves that are to be performed at the same time.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a structure) stronger or firmer with wood, iron, or other forms of support




•
 
the posts were braced by lengths of timber.










2.
 
press (one's body or part of one's body) firmly against something in order to stay balanced




•
 
she 
braced

 her feet 
against

 a projecting shelf




•
 (as 
adj.

 
braced

 )
 
he stood with legs braced.










3.
 
prepare (someone or oneself) for something difficult or unpleasant




•
 
both stations 
are bracing themselves for

 job losses




•
 
police 
are braced for

 a traffic nightmare.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





brace up






be strong or courageous.















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb meaning ‘clasp, fasten tightly’): from Old French 
bracier

 ‘embrace,’ from 
brace

 ‘two arms,’ from Latin 
bracchia

 , plural of 
bracchium

 ‘arm,’ from Greek 
brakhiōn

 .





brace and bit






noun




a revolving tool with a D-shaped crank handle for boring.














bracelet

 
/ˈbrāslit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental band, hoop, or chain worn on the wrist or arm.




2.
 
(
bracelets

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 handcuffs.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
bras

 ‘arm,’ from Latin 
bracchium

 .





bracelet sleeve






noun




a sleeve on a woman's garment that reaches to just above the wrist.













bracer1


 
/ˈbrāsər/






noun






‹informal›

 an alcoholic drink intended to prepare one for something difficult or unpleasant.














bracer2


 
/ˈbrāsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wristguard used in archery, fencing, and other sports.

Also called armguard
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 a portion of a suit of armor covering the arm.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
braciere

 , from 
bras

 ‘arm’ (see bracelet
 ).





bracero

 
/brəˈserˌō/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican laborer allowed into the US for a limited time as a seasonal agricultural worker.











– origin

 Spanish ‘farm worker,’ from 
brazo

 ‘arm.’





brachial

 
/ˈbrākēəl, ˈbrak-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the arm, specifically the upper arm, or an armlike structure




•
 
the brachial artery.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 denoting the upper valve of a brachiopod's shell.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
brachialis

 , from 
brac(c)hium

 ‘arm.’





brachiate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈbrākēˌāt, ˈbrak- /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of certain apes) move by using the arms to swing from branch to branch




•
 
the gibbons brachiate energetically across their enclosure.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈbrākēāt, ˈbrākēət /



1.
 


[Biology]

 branched, especially having widely spread paired branches on alternate sides.




2.
 


[Biology]

 having arms.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brachiation

 
/ˌbrākēˈāSHən, ˌbrak- /






noun













2.
 
brachiator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally in the sense ‘having paired branches’): from Latin 
brachium

 ‘arm’ + -ate
 2
 .





brachiocephalic

 
/ˌbrākēōsəˈfalik/






adjective




of or relating to both arm and head.














brachiopod

 
/ˈbrākēəˌpäd, ˈbrak-/






noun






[Zoology]

 a marine invertebrate of the phylum 
Brachiopoda

 , which comprises the lamp shells.













Brachiopoda

 
/ˌbrākēəˈpōdə, ˌbrak- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of marine invertebrates that comprises the lamp shells.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
brakhiōn

 ‘arm’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





brachiosaur

 
/ˈbrākēəˌsôr, ˈbrak- /

 
brachiosaurus





I.
 
noun




a huge herbivorous dinosaur of the late Jurassic to mid Cretaceous periods, with forelegs much longer than the hind legs.

[Genus 
Brachiosaurus

 , infraorder 
Sauropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





brachiosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
brakhiōn

 ‘arm’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





brachistochrone

 
/brəˈkistəˌkrōn/





I.
 
noun




a curve between two points along which a body can move under gravity in a shorter time than for any other curve.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
brakhistos

 ‘shortest’ + 
khronos

 ‘time.’





brachium

 
/ˈbrākēəm, ˈbrak-/






noun




the arm, specifically the upper arm from shoulder to elbow.














brachy-





I.
 
combining form




short




•
 
brachycephalic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
brakhus

 ‘short.’






brachycephalic

 
/ˌbrakēsəˈfalik/





I.
 
adjective




having a relatively broad, short skull (usually with the breadth at least 80 percent of the length).

Often contrasted with dolichocephalic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





brachycephaly

 
/ˌbrakēˈsefəlē /






noun





















brachytherapy

 
/ˌbrakēˈTHerəpē/






noun




the treatment of cancer, especially prostate cancer, by the insertion of radioactive implants directly into the tissue.













brachyura

 
/ˌbrakēˈyo͝orə/





I.
 
plural noun




a tribe or suborder of crustaceans that have short abdomens folded toward the ventral surface. It includes the true crabs.











– origin

 from brachy-
 + Greek 
oura

 ‘tail.’





brachyuran

 
/ˌbrakēˈyo͝orən/






noun




a crab belonging to the brachyura suborder of crustaceans.













bracing

 
/ˈbrāsiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fresh and invigorating




•
 
the bracing sea air.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a support) serving to brace a structure




•
 
bracing struts.














II.
 
derivatives





bracingly






adverb





bracing
 (
sense

 1)





















braciola

 
/ˌbräCHēˈōlə, bräˈCHō-/





I.
 
noun




a thin slice of beef or other meat wrapped around a filling and cooked in wine.











– origin

 Italian.






bracken

 
/ˈbrakən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall fern with coarse lobed fronds that occurs worldwide and can cover large areas.

[
Pteridium aquilinum

 , family 
Dennstaedtiaceae

 (or 
Hypolepidaceae

 ).]




2.
 
(loosely) any large coarse fern resembling this.











– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; related to Danish 
bregne

 , Swedish 
bräken

 .





bracket

 
/ˈbrakit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of marks [ ] used to enclose words or figures so as to separate them from the context




•
 
symbols are 
given in brackets

 .










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a category of people or things that are similar or fall between specified limits




•
 
those in a high income bracket.










3.
 
a right-angled support attached to and projecting from a wall for holding a shelf, lamp, or other object.




4.
 


[Military]

 the distance between two artillery shots fired either side of the target to establish range.




5.
 


(US)

 a diagram representing the sequence of matches in a sports tournament, especially as used for making predictions about its outcome




•
 
with the March Madness tournament half the fun is filling out your bracket.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enclose (words or figures) in brackets


(as 
adj.

 
bracketed

 )


•
 
the relevant data are included as bracketed points.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 enclose (a complex expression) in brackets to denote that the whole of the expression rather than just a part of it has a particular relation, such as multiplication or division, to another expression.




3.
 
put (a belief or matter) aside temporarily




•
 
he 
bracketed off

 the question of God.










4.
 
place (one or more people or things) in the same category or group




•
 
he is sometimes bracketed with the “new wave” of film directors.










5.
 
hold or attach (something) by means of a right-angled support




•
 
pipes should be bracketed.










6.
 


[Military]

 establish the range of (a target) by firing two preliminary shots, one short of the target and the other beyond it.




7.
 


[Photography]

 establish (the correct exposure) by taking several pictures with slightly more or less exposure.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
braguette

 or Spanish 
bragueta

 ‘codpiece, bracket, corbel,’ from Provençal 
braga

 , from Latin 
braca

 , (plural) 
bracae

 ‘breeches.’





bracket creep






noun




movement into a higher tax bracket as taxable income increases.













bracket fungus






noun




a fungus that grows on living trees or dead wood, forming one or more shelflike projections that are the spore-producing bodies. Hyphae spread through the wood absorbing nutrients and can cause the death of the tree.

[Several families (formerly in the order 
Aphyllophorales

 ), class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]













brackish

 
/ˈbrakiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of water) slightly salty, as is the mixture of river water and seawater in estuaries.




2.
 
(of fish or other organisms) living in or requiring brackish water.




3.
 
unpleasant or distasteful




•
 
the lighting in the movie is brackish.














II.
 
derivatives





brackishness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete 
brack

 ‘salty,’ from Middle Low German, Middle Dutch 
brac

 .





braconid

 
/ˈbrakənid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a small parasitic wasp of a family (
Braconidae

 ) that is related to that of the ichneumons. Unlike the latter, braconids lay numerous eggs in a single host.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Braconidae

 , formed irregularly from Greek 
brakhus

 ‘short.’





bract

 
/brakt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a modified leaf or scale, typically small, with a flower or flower cluster in its axil. Bracts are sometimes larger and more brightly colored than the true flower, as in a poinsettia.








II.
 
derivatives





bracteate

 
/ˈbraktēit ˈbraktēˌāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
bractea

 ‘thin plate of metal.’





bracteolate

 
/ˈbraktēəlit, -ˌlāt/






adjective




having bracteoles.













bracteole

 
/ˈbraktēˌōl/






noun




a small bract, especially one on a floral stem.














brad

 
/brad/





I.
 
noun




a small wire nail with a small, often asymmetrical head.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
broddr

 ‘spike.’





bradawl

 
/ˈbradˌôl/





I.
 
noun




a hand boring tool similar to a small, sharpened screwdriver.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from brad
 + awl
 .





Bradbury, Ray

 
/ˈbradˌberē, -bərē/






(1920–2012), US writer of science fiction; full name 
Raymond Douglas Bradbury

 . Notable works: 
The Martian Chronicles

 (1950), 
Fahrenheit 451

 (1951), and the semiautobiographical Green Town trilogy— 
Dandelion Wine

 (1957), 
Something Wicked This Way Comes

 (1962), and 
Farewell Summer

 (2006).









Braddock, Edward

 
/ˈbradək/






(1695–1755) British soldier. Commander in chief of the British forces in America, he died in action in western Pennsylvania.









Bradenton

 
/ˈbrādənt(ə)n/






a city in southwestern Florida, noted as a resort and for citrus processing; pop. 53,513 (est. 2008).









Bradford

 
/ˈbradfərd/






an industrial city in northern England; pop. 280,400 (est. 2009).









Bradford, William






(1590–1657), American religious and colonial leader. He was a signer of the Mayflower Compact in 1620 and governor of Plymouth Colony sporadically from 1621 until 1656 (1621–32, 1635, 1637, 1639–43, 1645–56).









Bradley

 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle





I.
 
noun




a medium-sized tank equipped for use in combat.











– origin

 named for General Omar 
Bradley

 .





Bradley, Bill

 
/ˈbradlē/






(1943–), US basketball player and politician; full name 
William Warren Bradley

 . He played professionally for the New York Knicks 1967–77 before entering politics. A New Jersey Democrat, he served as a US senator 1979–97. In 2000, he unsuccessfully campaigned to be the Democratic presidential nominee. Basketball Hall of Fame (1983).









Bradley, Joseph

 
/ˈbradlē/






(1813–92), US Supreme Court associate justice 1870–92. In 1877, he was part of the Electoral College commission that was formed to resolve the indecisiveness of the Hayes-Tilden presidential election and cast the deciding vote in favor of Rutherford B. Hayes.









Bradley, Milton






(1836–1911), US publisher and manufacturer. His board game “The Checkered Game of Life” (1860) led to the formation of Milton Bradley and Company in 1864. Through the company, he also created books and other materials for kindergartens.









Bradley, Omar






(1893–1981), US army officer; full name 
Omar Nelson Bradley

 . As a general, he commanded the land contingent during the Normandy campaign of 1944–45. After World War II, he served as chief of staff of the US Army 1948–49 and chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff 1949–53.









Bradley, Tom






(1917–98), US politician and lawyer; full name 
Thomas J. Bradley

 . Elected mayor of Los Angeles 1973–93, he became the first African American to lead so large a city. He was with the Los Angeles police department 1940–62 and on the city council 1963–73 before becoming mayor.









Bradman, Don

 
/ˈbradmən/






(1908–2001), Australian cricketer; full name 
Sir Donald George Bradman

 . His Test match batting average of 99.94 is well above that of any other cricketer of any era.









Bradshaw, Terry

 
/ˈbradSHô/






(1948–), US football player; full name 
Terry Paxton Bradshaw

 . He quarterbacked for the Pittsburgh Steelers 1970–83. Football Hall of Fame (1989).









Bradstreet, Anne

 
/ˈbradˌstrēt/






(1612–72), American poet; full name 
Anne Dudley Bradstreet

 . She came from England with her husband Simon Bradstreet to the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630. Her poetry was first collected in 
The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America

 (1650).









Brady, Mathew B.

 
/ˈbrādē/






(
c.

 1823–96) US photographer. The publication of his 
Gallery of Illustrious Americans

 (1850) established him as a leading US photographer, and his photographs of the Union armies taken during the Civil War became the basis for his National Photographic Collection.









Brady Bill

 
/ˈbrādē ˌbil /

 
Brady Law





I.
 
noun




a provision of US federal law that requires a waiting period for handgun purchases and background checks on those who wish to purchase handguns.











– origin

 named for James S. 
Brady

 (1940–), who campaigned for the bill, which was signed into law in 1993. Brady was shot and seriously wounded in the 1981 assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan.





Brady bond






noun




a restructured commercial bank loan to poor countries, denominated in US dollars.













bradycardia

 
/ˌbradəˈkärdēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally slow heart action.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
bradus

 ‘slow’ + 
kardia

 ‘heart.’





bradykinin

 
/ˌbradiˈkīnin, -ˈkinin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound released in the blood in some circumstances that causes contraction of smooth muscle and dilation of blood vessels. It is a peptide comprising nine amino-acid residues.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
bradus

 ‘slow’ + 
kinēsis

 ‘motion’ + -in
 1
 .






brae

 
/brā/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. Irish)

 a steep bank or hillside.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
brá

 ‘eyelash.’ Compare with brow
 1
 , in which a similar sense development occurred.





Braeburn

 
/ˈbrābərn/






noun




a dessert apple of a variety with crisp flesh, first grown in New Zealand.














brag

 
/braɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say in a boastful manner


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I found them,” she bragged




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he brags that he wrote 300 pages in 10 days




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they were 
bragging about

 how easy it had been.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a gambling card game that is a simplified form of poker.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a boastful statement; an act of talking boastfully.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 excellent; first-rate




•
 
that was my brag heifer.














IV.
 
derivatives





bragger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘boastful’): of unknown origin (French 
braguer

 is recorded only later).





Braganza

 
/brəˈɡänzə/






the dynasty that ruled Portugal from 1640 until the end of the monarchy in 1910 and Brazil (on its independence from Portugal) from 1822 until the formation of a republic in 1889.









brag book






noun




a scrapbook or photo album intended to show its subject to advantage.




•
 
they often pull out their wallets and brag books to show us their own African or Asian grandchild.



















Bragg, Sir William Henry

 
/braɡ/






(1862–1942), English physicist, a founder of solid-state physics. He collaborated with his son, 
Sir (William) Lawrence Bragg

 (1890–1971), in developing the technique of X-ray diffraction for determining the atomic structure of crystals. Nobel Prize for Physics (1915), shared with his son.










braggadocio

 
/ˌbraɡəˈdō(t)SHēˌō/





I.
 
noun




boastful or arrogant behavior.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a boaster): from 
Braggadocchio

 , the name of a braggart in Spenser's 
The Faerie Queene

 , from brag
 or braggart
 + the Italian suffix 
-occio

 , denoting something large of its kind.





braggadocious

 
/ˌbraɡəˈdō(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 boastful or arrogant




•
 
it sounds braggadocious, but I don't think I ever dropped a pass in a game




•
 
I've never been a braggadocious kind of guy.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from braggadocio
 + -ous
 .






braggart

 
/ˈbraɡərt/





I.
 
noun




a person who boasts about achievements or possessions


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
braggart men.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bragard

 , from 
braguer

 ‘to brag.’





bragging

 
/ˈbraɡiNG/





I.
 
noun




excessively proud and boastful talk about one's achievements or possessions




•
 
she interrupted their endless bragging




•
 
a little honest bragging doesn't hurt anyone.














II.
 
adjective




exhibiting or characterized by excessive pride or boastfulness




•
 
a competitive, bragging culture




•
 
we became involved in a lively bragging session.














III.
 
derivatives





braggingly






adverb





















bragging rights






plural noun




a temporary position of ascendancy in a closely contested rivalry




•
 
he walked off with a guaranteed $25,000 and bragging rights for at least a year.




















brah

 
/brä /

 
bra





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 
(S. African)

 a male friend or associate




•
 
his brahs are giving him major props.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 
(S. African)

 used as a familiar form of address for a man




•
 
hey, brah!










3.
 
(
Bra

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 
(S. African)

 used as an informal title before a man's name




•
 
Bra Rufus.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally West Indian): perhaps originally representing a colloquial pronunciation of brother
 ; compare bro
 , brer
 .





Brahe, Tycho

 
/ˈbräˌhē/






(1546–1601), Danish astronomer. He built an observatory equipped with precision instruments, but despite demonstrating that comets follow sun-centered paths, he adhered to a geocentric system of planetary motions.









brahma

 
/ˈbrämə/






noun




short for Brahmaputra
 .













Brahma

 
/ˈbrämə/





I.
 
the creator god in later Hinduism, who forms a triad with Vishnu the preserver and Shiva the destroyer.




II.
 
another term for Brahman
 (
sense

 2).







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
brahman

 .






Brahma bull






noun




another term for Brahman
 (
sense

 3).














Brahman

 
/ˈbrämən /

 
Brahmin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the highest Hindu caste, that of the priesthood.

[from Sanskrit 
brāhmaṇa

 .]




2.
 
(in Hinduism) the ultimate reality underlying all phenomena.

[from Sanskrit 
brahman

 .]




3.
 
an ox of a humped breed originally domesticated in India that is tolerant of heat and drought and is now kept widely in tropical and warm-temperate countries.

Also called Brahma bull
 ; zebu
 . [
Bos indicus

 , family 
Bovidae

 ; now usually included under the name 
B. taurus

 with other domestic cattle.]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Brahmanic

 
/bräˈmanik /






adjective













2.
 
Brahmanical

 
/bräˈmanək(ə)l /






adjective





















Brahmana

 
/ˈbrämənə/






noun




(in Hinduism) any of the lengthy commentaries on the Vedas, composed in Sanskrit 
c.

 900–700 
BC

 and containing expository material relating to Vedic sacrificial ritual.













Brahmanism

 
/ˈbräməˌnizəm /

 
Brahminism






noun




the complex sacrificial religion that emerged in post-Vedic India (
c.

 900 
BC

 ) under the influence of the dominant priesthood (Brahmans), an early stage in the development of Hinduism.














Brahmaputra

 
/ˌbräməˈpo͞otrə/






a river in southern Asia that rises in the Himalayas and flows for 1,800 miles (2,900 km) through Tibet, northeastern India, and Bangladesh to join the Ganges River at its delta on the Bay of Bengal.









Brahmin

 
/ˈbrämən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
variant spelling of Brahman
 .




2.
 


(US)

 a socially or culturally superior person, especially a member of the upper classes from New England.








II.
 
derivatives





Brahminical

 
/bräˈminək(ə)l /






adjective





Brahmin
 (
sense

 1)





















Brahms, Johannes

 
/brämz/






(1833–97), German composer and pianist. He eschewed program music and opera and concentrated on traditional forms. He wrote four symphonies, four concertos, chamber and piano music, choral works including the 
German Requiem

 (1857–68), and nearly 200 songs.










braid

 
/brād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
threads of silk, cotton, or other material woven into a decorative band for edging or trimming garments




•
 
a coat trimmed with gold braid




•
 
fancy braids.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a length of hair made up of three or more interlaced strands




•
 
women with long black braids.










3.
 
a length made up of three or more interlaced strands of any flexible material




•
 
a flexible copper braid




•
 
braids of garlic.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interlace three or more strands of (hair or other flexible material) to form a length




•
 
their long hair was tightly braided




•
 (as 
adj.

 
braided

 )
 
horses with braided manes.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
braided

 )
 — edge or trim (a garment) with braid




•
 
braided red trousers.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
braided

 )
 — (of a river or stream) flow into shallow interwoven channels divided by deposits of sediment.











– origin

 Old English 
bregdan

 ‘make a sudden movement,’ also ‘interweave,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
breien

 (verb).





braided rug






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rug made of a long cloth braid wound around itself and sewn together to form a mat




•
 
At the foot of the stairs in my grandmother's home lay a colorful braided rug.



















braiding

 
/ˈbrādiNG/






noun




decorative braid or braided work




•
 
curtains heavy with gold braiding.



















brail

 
/brāl /

 

‹Sailing›






I.
 
noun

 — (
brails

 )


1.
 
small ropes that are led from the leech of a fore-and-aft sail to pulleys on the mast for temporarily furling it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
brail a sail up

 )


1.
 
furl (a sail) by hauling on brail ropes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
braiel

 , from medieval Latin 
bracale

 ‘girdle,’ from 
braca

 ‘breeches.’





Brăila

 
/brəˈēlä/






an industrial city and port in eastern Romania, on the Danube River; pop. 216,814 (2006).









Braille

 
/brāl/





I.
 
noun




a form of written language for blind people, in which characters are represented by patterns of raised dots that are felt with the fingertips.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print or transcribe in Braille.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Louis 
Braille

 (see Braille, Louis
 ).






Braille, Louis

 
/brāl/






(1809–52), French educator. Blind from the age of 3, he had developed his own system of raised-point reading and writing by the age of 15. His system was officially adopted two years after his death.









braillewriter

 
/ˈbrālˌrīdər/






noun




a machine for writing braille.














brain

 
/brān/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
an organ of soft nervous tissue contained in the skull of vertebrates, functioning as the coordinating center of sensation and intellectual and nervous activity.




b.
 
(
brains

 )
 — the substance of an animal's brain used as food.




c.
 


‹informal›

 an electronic device with functions comparable to those of the human brain.





The human brain consists of three main parts. (i) The forebrain, greatly developed into the cerebrum, consists of two hemispheres joined by a bridge of nerve fibers, and is responsible for thought and control of speech. (ii) The midbrain, the upper part of the tapering brainstem, contains cells involved in eye movements. (iii) The hindbrain, the lower part of the brainstem, contains cells responsible for breathing and for regulating heart action, the flow of digestive juices, and other unconscious actions and processes. The cerebellum, which lies behind the brain stem, plays an important role in the execution of highly skilled movements.




2.
 
intellectual capacity




•
 
I didn't have enough brains for the sciences




•
 
success requires brain as well as brawn.










3.
 
(
the brains

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a clever person who supplies the ideas and plans for a group of people




•
 
Tom was the brains of the outfit.










4.
 
a person's mind




•
 
a tiny alarm bell began to ring in her brain.










5.
 
an exceptionally intelligent person




•
 
he was known more as a snappy dresser than a brain.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hit (someone) hard on the head with an object




•
 
she brained me with a rolling pin.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat (or blow) someone's brains out








‹informal›

 injure or kill someone with a hard hit on (or gunshot to) the head.









2.
 
have something on the brain








‹informal›

 be obsessed with something




•
 
John has cars on the brain.





















– origin

 Old English 
brægen

 ; related to Dutch 
brein

 .





brain candy






noun






‹informal›

 popular entertainment that is not intellectually stimulating.




•
 
the show was a nice mix of substance and brain candy.



















brain cell






noun



1.
 
a cell in the tissue of the brain.




2.
 


‹informal›

 regarded as a unit of intellectual power




•
 
it does help if the student has more than one brain cell.



















brainchild

 
/ˈbrānˌCHīld/






noun






‹informal›

 an idea or invention considered to be a particular person's creation




•
 
the statue is the brainchild of a local landscape artist.



















brain coral






noun




a compact coral with a convoluted surface resembling that of the brain.

[
Diploria

 and other genera, order 
Scleractinia

 .]













brain cramp






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a moment in which one fails to think clearly or act sensibly




•
 
they could easily be 4-1 if it weren't for a few brain cramps late in games.



















brain damage

 
/brān ˈdamij/






noun




injury to the brain that impairs its functions, especially permanently.













brain-damaged

 
/ˈbrānˌdamijd/






adjective



1.
 
suffering from an injury to the brain that impairs its functions, especially on a permanent basis




•
 
she was irreversibly brain-damaged




•
 
a neurologist who studies brain-damaged patients.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 extremely foolish or stupid




•
 
he's a treacherous brain-damaged old vulture.



















brain-dead

 
/ˈbrān ˌded/






adjective



1.
 
having suffered brain death




•
 
brain-dead patients.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely stupid




•
 
the brain-dead politics of the past.



















brain death

 
/ˈbrān ˌdeTH/






noun




irreversible brain damage causing the end of independent respiration, regarded as indicative of death.













brain drain

 
/ˈbrān ˌdrān/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 the emigration of highly trained or intelligent people from a particular country.













Braine, John

 
/brān/






(1922–86), English novelist; full name 
John Gerard Braine

 . He is noted for 
Room at the Top

 (1957), whose opportunistic hero is hailed as a representative example of an “angry young man.”









brained

 
/brānd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of vertebrates) having an organ in the skull of a certain size or kind




•
 
large-brained mammals.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 (of a person) having an intellectual capacity of a certain quality or kind




•
 
pea-brained consumers.



















brain fade






noun






‹informal›

 a temporary inability to concentrate or think clearly




•
 
it was a poor decision—the big fella had a brain fade




•
 
a serious case of brain fade on the 17th hole saw his dreams vanish.



















brain fart






noun






‹informal›

 a temporary mental lapse or failure to reason correctly




•
 
I'm having a brain fart and can't spell his name correctly.



















brain fever

 
/ˈbrān ˌfēvər/






noun






‹dated›

 inflammation of the brain.













brain fingerprinting






noun




the recording and analysis of an individual's neurological responses to images and words flashed on a screen, especially to determine if the person is telling the truth.













brain food






noun




food believed to be beneficial to the brain, especially in increasing intellectual power.













brainiac

 
/ˈbrānēˌak/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an exceptionally intelligent person.











– origin

 1950s: from the name of a superintelligent alien character of the Superman comic strip, from a blend of brain
 and maniac
 .





brainless

 
/ˈbrānləs/





I.
 
adjective




stupid; foolish




•
 
a brainless bimbo.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brainlessly






adverb













2.
 
brainlessness

 
/ˈbrānləsnəs /






noun





















brainpan

 
/ˈbrānpan/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person's skull.













brainpower

 
/ˈbrānˌpou(ə)r/






noun




mental ability; intelligence.













brainsick

 
/ˈbrānsik/






adjective




diseased in the mind; mad or insane.













brainstem

 
/ˈbrānˌstem /

 
brain stem






noun






[Anatomy]

 the central trunk of the mammalian brain, consisting of the medulla oblongata, pons, and midbrain, and continuing downward to form the spinal cord.













brainstorm

 
/ˈbrānˌstôrm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spontaneous group discussion to produce ideas and ways of solving problems.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sudden clever idea.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a moment in which one is suddenly unable to think clearly or act sensibly.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce an idea or way of solving a problem by holding a spontaneous group discussion


(as 
noun

 
brainstorming

 )


•
 
a brainstorming session.



















brain surgeon






noun



1.
 
a medical practitioner qualified to perform surgical operations on the brain and other parts of the neurosystem




•
 
a leading brain surgeon in Oxford.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an exceptionally intelligent person




•
 
I'm hardly the staff brain surgeon




•
 


it doesn't take a brain surgeon to

 figure out what is actually happening.



















brain surgery






noun



1.
 
surgery performed on the brain or other parts of the nervous system




•
 
she had undergone brain surgery to remove a tumor.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an exceptionally difficult or complicated task




•
 
obviously this is not brain surgery




•
 
breadmaking is hardly brain surgery.



















brain-teaser

 
/ˈbrān ˌtēzər /

 
brainteaser
 , brain-twister





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a problem or puzzle, typically one designed to be solved for amusement.








II.
 
derivatives





brain-teasing






adjective





















Braintree

 
/ˈbrāntrē/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, south of Boston; pop. 35,294 (est. 2008).









brain trust






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a group of experts appointed to advise a government or politician.













brainwash

 
/ˈbrānˌwôSH ˈbrānˌwäSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) adopt radically different beliefs by using systematic and often forcible pressure




•
 
the organization could brainwash young people




•
 
they have been 
brainwashed into

 conformity and subservience.



















brainwave

 
/ˈbrānˌwāv/






noun

 — (usu. 
brainwaves

 )


1.
 
an electrical impulse in the brain.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a sudden clever idea.













brainwork

 
/ˈbrānwərk/






noun




mental activity or effort, especially as opposed to physical labor.













brainy

 
/ˈbrānē/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing intelligence




•
 
a brainy, high-powered lawyer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brainily

 
/-nəlē /






adverb













2.
 
braininess






noun





















braise

 
/brāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fry (food) lightly and then stew it slowly in a closed container


(as 
adj.

 
braised

 )


•
 
braised veal.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
braiser

 , from 
braise

 ‘live coals’ (in which the container was formerly placed).





brake1


 
/brāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for slowing or stopping a moving vehicle, typically by applying pressure to the wheels




•
 
he slammed on his brakes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a brake pedal.










2.
 
a thing that slows or hinders a process




•
 
managers have a duty to 
put the brakes on

 growth when it is unsustainable.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a moving vehicle slow down or stop by using a brake




•
 
drivers who brake abruptly




•
 (as 
adj.

 
braking

 )
 
an anti-lock braking system.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





brake2


 
/brāk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an open, horse-drawn, four-wheeled carriage.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.





brake3


 
/brāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a toothed instrument used for crushing flax and hemp.




2.
 
(also 
brake harrow

 )
 — a heavy machine formerly used in agriculture for breaking up large lumps of earth.











– origin

 late Middle English: possibly related to Middle Low German 
brake

 and Dutch 
braak

 , and perhaps also to break
 .






brake4


 
/brāk/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a thicket.

See also canebrake
 , fernbrake
 .











– origin

 Old English 
bracu

 (first recorded in the plural in 
fearnbraca

 ‘thickets of fern’), related to Middle Low German 
brake

 ‘branch, stump.’





brake5


 
/brāk /

 
brake fern





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coarse fern of warm and tropical countries, frequently having the fronds divided into long linear segments.

[Genus 
Pteris

 , family 
Pteridaceae

 .]




2.
 
archaic term for bracken
 .











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps an abbreviation of bracken
 (interpreted as plural).





brake6


 
/brāk/






archaic past of break
 .









brake block

 
/ˈbrāk ˌbläk/






noun




a block of hard material pressed against the rim of a wheel to slow it down by friction, typically one of a pair made of hardened rubber used on a bicycle.













brake disc

 
/ˈbrāk ˌdisk/






noun




the disc attached to the wheel in a disc brake.













brake drum

 
/ˈbrāk ˌdrəm/






noun




a broad, very short cylinder attached to a wheel, against which the brake shoes press in a drum brake.













brake fluid

 
/brāk ˈflo͞oid/






noun




fluid used in a hydraulic brake system.














brake horsepower

 
/brāk ˈhôrsˌpou(ə)r/






noun




the available power of an engine, assessed by measuring the force needed to brake it




•
 
the net brake horsepower is only up by six.




















brake light

 
/ˈbrāk ˌlīt/






noun




a red light at the back of a vehicle that is automatically illuminated when the brakes are applied.













brake lining

 
/ˈbrāk ˌlīniNG/






noun




a layer of asbestos or a similar material attached to a brake shoe to increase friction against the brake drum.













brakeman

 
/ˈbrākmən/






noun



1.
 
a railroad worker responsible for a train's brakes and other aspects of its operation.




2.
 
a person in charge of brakes, for instance in a bobsled.













brake pad

 
/ˈbrāk ˌpad/






noun




either of the thin blocks that grip the disc in a disc brake.














brake shoe

 
/ˈbrāk ˌSHo͞o/






noun




either of the long curved blocks that press on the inside of the brake drum.













braking distance






noun




the approximate distance traveled before coming to a complete stop when the brakes are applied in a vehicle moving at a specified speed.













Bramante, Donato

 
/bräˈmäntā/






(1444–1514), Italian architect; full name 
Donato di Angelo Bramante

 . He drew up the first plan for St. Peter's Cathedral, which was begun in 1506, and established the concept of a huge central dome.










bramble

 
/ˈbrambəl/





I.
 
noun




a prickly scrambling vine or shrub, especially a blackberry or other wild shrub of the rose family.








II.
 
derivatives





brambly

 
/ˈbramblē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
bræmbel

 , 
brǣmel

 , of Germanic origin; related to broom
 .





Brampton

 
/ˈbramtən/






a city in south Ontario, an industrial and residential suburb west of Toronto; pop. 433,806 (2006).









bran

 
/bran/





I.
 
noun




pieces of grain husk separated from flour after milling.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, of unknown origin.





Branagh, Kenneth

 
/ˈbranə, ˈbranˌô/






(1960–), English actor, producer, and director; full name 
Kenneth Charles Branagh

 . He is known for such Shakespearean films as 
Much Ado about Nothing

 (1993), 
Hamlet

 (1996), and 
Love's Labour's Lost

 (2000).









branch

 
/bran(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of a tree that grows out from the trunk or from a bough.




2.
 
a lateral extension or subdivision extending from the main part of something, typically one extending from a river, road, or railway




•
 
a branch of the Susquehanna River.










3.
 
a division or office of a large business or organization, operating locally or having a particular function




•
 
he went to work at our Boston branch.










4.
 
a conceptual subdivision of something, especially a family, group of languages, or a subject




•
 
a branch of mathematics called graph theory.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a control structure in which one of several alternative sets of program statements is selected for execution.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a road or path) divide into one or more subdivisions.




2.
 
(of a tree or plant) bear or send out branches


(as 
adj.

 
branched

 )


•
 
the common sea lavender can be identified by its branched stem.










3.
 
(
branch off

 )
 — diverge from the main route or part




•
 
the road branched off at the town




•
 


‹figurative›

 Ellington was constantly branching off with new musical styles.










4.
 
(
branch out

 )
 — extend or expand one's activities or interests in a new direction




•
 
the company is 
branching out into

 Europe.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
branchlet

 
/ˈbran(t)SHlət /






noun













2.
 
branchlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













3.
 
branchy

 
/ˈbran(t)SHē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
branche

 , from late Latin 
branca

 ‘paw.’





branched






adjective



1.
 
(of a tree or plant) having parts that grow out from the trunk or from a bough




•
 
a tall, branched plant with flowers




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
many trees are bare-branched already.










2.
 
having lateral extensions or subdivisions extending from the main part




•
 
the elaborate branched antlers of the stag




•
 
a branched network.




















branchia

 
/ˈbraNGkēə/





I.
 
noun




the gills of fish and some invertebrate animals.








II.
 
derivatives





branchial

 
/ˈbraNGkēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
branchia

 , (plural) 
branchiae

 , from Greek 
brankhia

 (plural).





branchiopod

 
/ˈbraNGkēəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a small aquatic crustacean of the class 
Branchiopoda

 , such as a water flea or fairy shrimp.













Branchiopoda

 
/ˌbraNGkēəˈpōdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of small aquatic crustaceans that includes water fleas and fairy shrimps, which are distinguished by having gills on their feet.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
brankhia

 ‘gills’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





branch line

 
/branCH līn/






noun




a secondary railroad line branching off from a main line.













branch water

 
branch






noun



1.
 


(US)

 ordinary water, especially when added to alcoholic drinks.




2.
 


(US)

 water from a stream or brook.













Brancusi, Constantin

 
/branˈko͞osē, ˈbränˌko͞oSH/






(1876–1957), Romanian sculptor, who spent much of his working life in France. His sculpture represents an attempt to move away from representational art and to capture the essence of forms by reducing them to their ultimate, almost abstract, simplicity.










brand

 
/brand/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of product manufactured by a particular company under a particular name




•
 
a new brand of detergent.










2.
 
a brand name




•
 
the company will market computer software under its own brand.










3.
 
a particular identity or image regarded as an asset




•
 
you can still invent your own career, be your own brand




•
 
the Michael Jordan brand certainly hasn't hurt them.










4.
 
a particular type or kind of something




•
 
his incisive brand of intelligence.










5.
 
an identifying mark burned on livestock or (especially formerly) criminals or slaves with a branding iron.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a branding iron.




7.
 
a habit, trait, or quality that causes someone public shame or disgrace




•
 
the brand of Paula's alcoholism.










8.
 
a piece of burning or smoldering wood




•
 
he took two burning brands from the fire.










9.
 


‹literary›

 a torch.




10.
 


‹literary›

 a sword.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (an animal, formerly a criminal or slave) with a branding iron.




2.
 
mark indelibly




•
 
an ointment that branded her with unsightly violet-colored splotches.










3.
 
describe (someone or something) as something bad or shameful




•
 
the do-gooders 
branded us as

 politically incorrect




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she was branded a liar.










4.
 
assign a brand name to


(as 
adj.

 
branded

 )


•
 
branded goods at low prices.










5.
 
(as 
noun

 
branding

 )
 — the promotion of a particular product or company by means of advertising and distinctive design.








III.
 
derivatives





brander






noun



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German 
Brand

 , also to burn
 1
 . The word originally meant ‘burning’ or ‘a piece of burning or smoldering wood’ (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun); the verb sense ‘mark permanently with a hot iron’ dates from late Middle English. The noun sense ‘mark of ownership made by branding,’ based on the latter, arose in the mid 17th cent., and from it is derived sense 1 (early 19th cent).





brandade

 
/bränˈdäd/





I.
 
noun




a Provençal dish consisting of salt cod mixed into a puree with olive oil and milk.











– origin

 French, from modern Provençal 
brandado

 , literally ‘something that has been shaken.’





brand awareness

 
/brand əˈwernəs/






noun




the extent to which consumers are familiar with the distinctive qualities or image of a particular brand of goods or services.













Brandeis, Louis

 
/ˈbrandīs/






(1856–1941), US Supreme Court associate justice 1916–39; full name 
Louis Dembitz Brandeis

 . He gained an early reputation as the “people's attorney” by defending without a fee Boston residents seeking regulation of local public utilities. His “Brandeis brief” made use of social facts, rather than relying solely on precedent and general arguments.









Brandenburg

 
/ˈbrandənˌbərɡ/






a state in northeastern Germany that surrounds but is independent of the city of Berlin; capital, Potsdam.









Brandenburg Gate






one of the city gates of Berlin. Built 1788–91, it is the only one that survives. After the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961, it stood in East Berlin, a conspicuous symbol of a divided city. It was reopened in December 1989.









brand equity






noun




the commercial value that derives from consumer perception of the brand name of a particular product or service, rather than from the product or service itself.













brand extension






noun




an instance of using an established brand name or trademark on new products, so as to increase sales.













brand image

 
/ˈbrand ˈˌimij/






noun




the impression of a product held by real or potential consumers.













branding iron

 
/ˈbrandiNG ˌī(ə)rn/






noun




a metal implement that is heated and used to brand livestock or (especially formerly) criminals or slaves.













brandish

 
/ˈbrandiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wave or flourish (something, especially a weapon) as a threat or in anger or excitement.








II.
 
derivatives





brandisher






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
brandiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
brandir

 ; ultimately of Germanic origin and related to brand
 .





brand leader

 
/brand ˈlēdər/






noun




the best-selling or most highly regarded product or brand of its type.













brandling

 
/ˈbrandliNG/





I.
 
noun




a red earthworm that has rings of a brighter color, often found in manure, and used as bait by anglers and in composting kitchen waste.

[
Eisenia fetida

 , family 
Lumbricidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from brand
 + -ling
 .





brand loyalty

 
/brand ˈloiəltē/






noun




the tendency of some consumers to continue buying the same brand of goods rather than competing brands.













brand name

 
/ˈbran(d) ˈˌnām/






noun



1.
 
a name given by the maker to a product or range of products, especially a trademark.




2.
 
a familiar or widely known name


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
younger writers who clamber toward brand-name status.



















brand new

 
/ˈbran(d) ˈˌn(y)o͞o/






adjective




completely new.













Brando, Marlon

 
/ˈbrandō/






(1924–2004), US actor. An exponent of method acting, he first attracted critical acclaim in the stage production of 
A Streetcar Named Desire

 (1947) and starred in the movie version four years later. Other notable movies: 
On the Waterfront

 (1954), 
The Godfather

 (1972), and 
Apocalypse Now

 (1979).









Brandt, Willy

 
/bränt/






(1913–92), German statesman; chancellor of West Germany 1969–74; born 
Karl Herbert Frahm

 . He achieved international recognition for his policy of detente and the opening of relations with the countries of the Eastern bloc (Ostpolitik). Nobel Peace Prize (1971).









Brand X






noun




a name used for an unidentified brand contrasted unfavorably with a product of the same type being promoted.













brandy

 
/ˈbrandē/





I.
 
noun




a strong alcoholic spirit distilled from wine or fermented fruit juice.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from earlier 
brandwine

 , 
brandewine

 , from Dutch 
brandewijn

 , from 
branden

 ‘burn, distill’ + 
wijn

 ‘wine.’





brandy Alexander





I.
 
noun




a cocktail made with brandy, chocolate liqueur, and cream




•
 
we settled into a quiet corner, then ordered oysters and brandy Alexanders.

















– origin

 1940s: from the surname or male forename 
Alexander

 , with uncertain reference.





Brandywine Creek

 
/ˌbrandēwīn ˈkrēk/






a historic stream in southeastern Pennsylvania and northern Delaware, the birthplace of the US gunpowder industry.









brane

 
/brān/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an extended object with any given number of dimensions, of which strings in string theory are examples with one dimension. Our universe is a 3-brane.











– origin

 1980s: short for membrane
 .





brane world

 
braneworld






noun






[Physics]

 a world model in which our space-time is the result of a 3-brane moving through a space-time of higher dimension, with all interactions except gravity being confined to the 3-brane.













Branford

 
/ˈbranfərd/






a town in south central Connecticut, east of New Haven; pop. 28,969 (est. 2008).









branks

 
/braNGks/





I.
 
plural noun






‹historical›

 an instrument of punishment for a scolding woman, consisting of an iron framework for the head and a sharp metal gag for restraining the tongue.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: origin uncertain; compare with German 
Pranger

 ‘a pillory or bit for a horse’ and Dutch 
prang

 ‘a fetter’; also with late Middle English 
barnacle(s)

 , denoting a powerful bit for restraining a horse.





brannigan

 
/ˈbranəɡən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a brawl or violent argument.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps from the surname 
Brannigan

 .





Branson

 
/ˈbransən/






a city in southwestern Missouri, on the Ozark Plateau, noted as a resort based on country music; pop. 7,651 (est. 2008).









Branson, Richard






(1950–), English businessman and adventurer. He established Virgin Records in 1969 and Virgin Atlantic Airways in 1984. He also made the fastest transatlantic crossing by boat in 1986 and the first by hot-air balloon in 1987.










brant

 
/brant/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small goose with a mainly black head and neck, breeding in the arctic tundra of Eurasia and Canada.

[
Branta bernicla

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













branzino

 
/ˌbranˈzēnō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a sea bass (
Dicentrarchus labrax

 ), especially as an item on a menu




•
 
the whole roasted branzino was as fresh-tasting as if it had just been pulled from the sea.

















– origin

 Italian, ‘sea bass.’





Braque, Georges

 
/bräk/






(1882–1963), French painter. His collages, which introduced commercial lettering and fragmented objects into pictures to contrast the real with the “illusory” painted image, were the first stage in the development of synthetic cubism.









brash1


 
/braSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
self-assertive in a rude, noisy, or overbearing way




•
 
he could be brash, cocky, and arrogant.










2.
 
strong, energetic, or irreverent




•
 
I like brash, vibrant flavors.










3.
 
(of a place or thing) having an ostentatious or tasteless appearance




•
 
the cafe was a brash new building.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brashly

 
/ˈbraSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
brashness

 
/ˈbraSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally dialect); perhaps a form of rash
 1
 .





brash2


 
/braSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass of fragments, in particular




2.
 
loose broken rock or ice.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






Brasil

 
/brəˈzēw/






Portuguese name for Brazil
 1
 .









Brasilia

 
/brəˈzilēə/






the capital, since 1960, of Brazil; pop. 2,455,903 (2007). Designed by Lúcio Costa in 1956, the city was built in the center of the country with the intention of drawing people away from the crowded coastal areas.










Braşov

 
/bräˈSHôf/






a city in Romania; pop. 281,375 (2006). It belonged to Hungary until after World War I and was ceded to Romania in 1920.









brass

 
/bras/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellow alloy of copper and zinc


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a brass plate on the door.










2.
 
a decorative object made of brass




•
 
shining brasses stood on the mantelpiece.










3.
 
a memorial, typically medieval, consisting of a flat piece of inscribed brass, laid in the floor or set into the wall of a church.




4.
 
a brass block or die used for stamping a design on a book binding.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 money




•
 
they wanted to spend their newly acquired brass.










6.
 


[Music]

 brass wind instruments (including trumpet, horn, trombone) forming a band or a section of an orchestra




•
 
the brass and percussion were consistently too loud.










7.
 
(also 
top brass

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 people in authority or of high military rank.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a person's hardness or effrontery




•
 
he was the only one who 
had the brass to

 show his face.














II.
 
phrases





the brass ring








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a prize or goal that someone strives for




•
 
Willa 
went for the brass ring

 , joining the firm at a whopping salary.







[with reference to the reward of a free ride given on a merry-go-round to the person hooking a brass ring suspended over the horses.]















– origin

 Old English 
bræs

 , of unknown origin.





brassard

 
/braˈsärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a band worn on the sleeve, typically having an identifying mark and worn with a uniform.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of armor for the upper arm.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a piece of armor for the upper arm): from French, from 
bras

 ‘arm.’





brass band

 
/ˈbras ˈband/






noun




a group of musicians playing brass instruments and sometimes also percussion.













brass-bound






adjective



1.
 
trimmed or banded with brass fittings.




2.
 
(of a person) adhering inflexibly to tradition or belief.




3.
 
(of a person) brazen or impudent.













brasserie

 
/ˌbrasəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




an informal restaurant, especially one in France or modeled on a French one and with a large selection of drinks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, originally ‘brewery,’ from 
brasser

 ‘to brew.’





Brassey, Thomas

 
/ˈbrasē/






(1805–70), English engineer and railroad contractor. He built more than 6,500 miles (10,000 km) of railroads in Europe, India, South America, and Australia.









brass hat

 
/ˈbras ˈhat/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a high-ranking officer in the armed forces.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because of the gilt insignia on the caps of such officers.





brassica

 
/ˈbrasəkə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes cabbage, turnip, Brussels sprout, and mustard.

[Genus 
Brassica

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘cabbage.’






brassie

 
/ˈbrasē /

 
brassy





I.
 
noun






[Golf]

 
‹informal›

 a number two wood.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because the wood was originally shod with brass.






brassiere

 
/brəˈzir/





I.
 
noun




full form of bra
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
brassière

 , literally ‘bodice, child's vest.’





brass instrument






noun




a wind instrument, such as a trumpet or trombone, typically made of brass.













brass knuckles

 
//






noun




a metal guard worn over the knuckles in fighting, especially to increase the effect of the blows.













brass monkey

 
/ˈˌbras ˈməNGkē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 used in phrases to refer to extremely cold weather




•
 
it's brass monkey weather tonight.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: often said to be from a type of brass rack or ‘monkey’ in which cannonballs were stored and which contracted in very cold weather, ejecting the balls, but this explanation has not been proved.





Brassó

 
/ˈbräSHô/






Hungarian name for Braşov
 .









brass rubbing

 
/bras ˈrəbiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of rubbing crayon or chalk over paper laid on an engraved brass to reproduce its design.




2.
 
an image created by doing this.













brassware

 
/ˈbraswer/






noun




utensils or other objects made of brass.













brassy1


 
/ˈbrasē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling brass in colour.




2.
 
sounding like a brass musical instrument; harsh and loud.




3.
 
(of a person, typically a woman) tastelessly showy or loud in appearance or manner




•
 
her brassy, audacious exterior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brassily

 
/ˈbrasəlē /






adverb













2.
 
brassiness






noun





















brassy2


 
/ˈbrasē/






noun




variant spelling of brassie
 .













brat1


 
/brat/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 a child, typically a badly behaved one.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brattish

 
/ˈbradiSH /






adjective













2.
 
brattishness

 
/ˈbradiSH /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.





brat2


 
/brät/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a bratwurst sausage




•
 
burgers, fries, ribs, brats, potato salad, pies—you name it, this spread had it.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






Bratislava

 
/ˌbrädəˈslävə/






the capital of Slovakia, in the western part of the country, a port on the Danube River; pop. 426,927 (2007). From 1526 to 1784 it was the capital of Hungary.

German name Pressburg
 ; Hungarian name Pozsony
 .









brat pack

 
/ˈbrat ˌpak/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a rowdy and ostentatious group of young celebrities, typically movie stars.








II.
 
derivatives





brat packer






noun





















Brattain, Walter Houser

 
/ˈbratn/






(1902–87), US physicist and inventor. He invented the point-contact transistor 1947 with John Bardeen and William Shockley. The three shared the Nobel Prize for Physics (1956).










brattice

 
/ˈbradəs/





I.
 
noun




a partition or shaft lining in a coal mine, typically made of wood or heavy cloth.








II.
 
derivatives





bratticed






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a temporary wooden gallery for use in a siege): from Old French 
bretesche

 , from medieval Latin 
britisca

 , from Old English 
brittisc

 ‘British.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





brattle

 
/ˈbradl /

 

‹dialect›






I.
 
noun




a sharp rattling sound




•
 
a distant brattle of thunder.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rattle (something).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — produce a rattling sound.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably imitative, from a blend of break
 and rattle
 .





Brattleboro

 
/ˈbratlˌbərə, -ˌbərō/






a town in southeastern Vermont, on the Connecticut River; pop. 11,491 (est. 2008).









bratty

 
/ˈbradē/






adjective






‹derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 spoiled, self-centered, and badly behaved




•
 
a bratty little boy who threw his ice cream on the floor




•
 
they have the brattiest children.



















bratwurst

 
/ˈbrätˌwərst/





I.
 
noun




a type of fine German pork sausage that is typically fried or grilled.











– origin

 German, from 
Brat

 ‘a spit’ + 
Wurst

 ‘sausage.’





Braun, Eva

 
/broun/






(1910–45), German mistress of Adolf Hitler. Braun and Hitler are thought to have married during the fall of Berlin, shortly before committing suicide together in the air-raid shelter of his Berlin headquarters.









Braun, Karl Ferdinand

 
/broun/






(1850–1918), German physicist. He invented the coupled system of radio transmission and the Braun tube (forerunner of the cathode ray tube), in which a beam of electrons could be deflected. Nobel Prize for Physics (1909), shared with Guglielmo Marconi.









Braun, Wernher von

 
/brôn, broun/






(1912–77), US rocket engineer; born in Germany; full name 
Wernher Magnus Maximilian von Braun

 . He led the development of the V-2 rockets used by Germany during World War II. After the war, he moved to the US, where he worked in the US space program.










Braunschweig

 
/ˈbrounˌSHwīɡ/






German name for Brunswick
 .









braunschweiger

 
/ˈbrounˌSHwīɡər/






noun




a variety of smoked liver sausage.













brava

 
/ˈbrävä, bräˈvä/






exclamation




feminine of bravo
 1
 .













bravado

 
/brəˈväˌdō/





I.
 
noun




a bold manner or a show of boldness intended to impress or intimidate.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
bravada

 , from 
bravo

 ‘bold’ (see brave
 , -ado
 ).






brave

 
/brāv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ready to face and endure danger or pain; showing courage




•
 
a brave soldier




•
 
he 
put up a brave fight

 before losing.










2.
 


‹literary›

 fine or splendid in appearance




•
 
his medals made a brave show.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the brave

 )
 — people who are ready to face and endure danger or pain.




2.
 


‹dated›

 an American Indian warrior.




3.
 
a young man who shows courage or a fighting spirit.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
endure or face (unpleasant conditions or behavior) without showing fear




•
 
we had to brave the full heat of the sun.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
brave new world






used to refer, often ironically, to a new and hopeful period in history resulting from major changes in society




•
 


the brave new world of

 computing.















2.
 
put a brave face on something






see face
 .












V.
 
derivatives





braveness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from Italian 
bravo

 ‘bold’ or Spanish 
bravo

 ‘courageous, untamed, savage,’ based on Latin 
barbarus

 (see barbarous
 ).





bravely

 
/ˈbrāvlē/






adverb




in a way that shows a willingness to face and endure danger or pain; courageously




•
 
he has been hailed a hero after he bravely tackled a thief at a hotel




•
 
while Tim excuses himself from the studio, Missy bravely takes a stab at some ballads.



















bravery

 
/ˈbrāv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




courageous behavior or character.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bravado’): from French 
braverie

 or Italian 
braveria

 , based on Latin 
barbarus

 (see barbarous
 ).





bravissimo

 
/bräˈvisəˌmō, -ˈvēsē-/






exclamation




used to express great approval of a performance or performer.














bravo1


 
/ˈbrävō/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express approval when a performer or other person has done something well




•
 
people kept on clapping and shouting “bravo!”














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cry of bravo




•
 
bravos rang out.










2.
 
a code word representing the letter B, used in radio communication.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Italian, literally ‘bold’ (see brave
 ).





bravo2


 
/ˈbrävō/





I.
 
noun




a thug or hired assassin.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, from 
bravo

 ‘bold (one)’ (see brave
 ).





bravura

 
/brəˈv(y)o͞orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
great technical skill and brilliance shown in a performance or activity




•
 
the recital ended with a blazing display of bravura




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bravura performance.










2.
 
the display of great daring




•
 
the show of bravura hid a guilty timidity.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, from 
bravo

 ‘bold.’





braw

 
/brô/





I.
 
adjective






(Scottish)

 fine




•
 
it was a braw day.














II.
 
derivatives





brawly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of brave
 .





brawl

 
/brôl/





I.
 
noun




a rough or noisy fight or quarrel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fight or quarrel in a rough or noisy way.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (of a stream) flow noisily.








III.
 
derivatives





brawler

 
/ˈbrôlər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps ultimately imitative and related to bray
 1
 .





brawn

 
/brôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical strength in contrast to intelligence




•
 
commando work required as much brain as brawn.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 meat from a pig's or calf's head that is cooked and pressed in a pot with jelly.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
braon

 ‘fleshy part of the leg,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Braten

 ‘roast meat.’





brawny

 
/ˈbrônē/





I.
 
adjective




physically strong; muscular.








II.
 
derivatives





brawniness

 
/ˈbrônēnəs /






noun





















Braxton Hicks contractions

 
/ˌbrakstən ˈhiks kənˌtrakSH(ə)nz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Medicine]

 intermittent weak contractions of the uterus occurring during pregnancy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after John 
Braxton Hicks

 (1823–97), English gynecologist.





braxy

 
/ˈbraksē/





I.
 
noun




a fatal bacterial infection of young sheep, caused by ingestion of frozen grass or contaminated feed.

[The bacterium is 
Clostridium septicum

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.






bray1


 
/brā/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the loud, harsh cry of a donkey or mule.




2.
 
a sound, voice, or laugh resembling the cry of a donkey or mule.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a donkey or mule) utter a bray.




2.
 
(of a person) speak or laugh loudly and harshly




•
 
he brayed with laughter




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
‘Leave!,’ brayed a voice behind her.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
brait

 ‘a shriek,’ 
braire

 ‘to cry’ (the original senses in English), perhaps ultimately of Celtic origin.






bray2


 
/brā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 pound or crush (something) to small pieces, typically with a pestle and mortar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
breier

 , of Germanic origin; related to break
 , brioche
 .





braze

 
/brāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
brazed

 )


1.
 
form, fix, or join by soldering with an alloy of copper and zinc at high temperature.








II.
 
noun




a brazed joint.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
braser

 ‘solder,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





brazen

 
/ˈbrāzən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bold and without shame




•
 
he went about his illegal business with a brazen assurance




•
 
a brazen hussy!










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 made of brass.




3.
 
harsh in sound




•
 
the music's brazen chords.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
brazen something out

 )


1.
 
endure an embarrassing or difficult situation by behaving with apparent confidence and lack of shame.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





brazen it (or something) out














IV.
 
derivatives





brazenness

 
/ˈbrāznˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bræsen

 ‘made of brass,’ from 
bræs

 ‘brass,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





brazen-faced






adjective




bold and without shame




•
 
impudent, brazen-faced rogues.



















brazenly

 
/ˈbrāznlē/






adverb




in a bold and shameless way




•
 
they are brazenly defying the law




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
brazenly bad performances on instruments they can't play.



















brazier

 
/ˈbrāZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portable heater consisting of a pan or stand for holding lighted coals.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a barbecue.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
brasier

 , from 
braise

 ‘hot coals.’






Brazil1


 
/brəˈzil/







1.
 
the largest country in South America, in the east-central part of the continent, on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 198,739,300 (est. 2009); capital, Brasilia; official language, Portuguese.

Portuguese name Brasil
 .





Brazil is the fifth largest country in the world. Previously inhabited in large part by Tupi and Guarani peoples, Brazil was colonized by the Portuguese, who imported large numbers of slaves from West Africa to work on sugar plantations. The country was proclaimed an independent empire in 1822 and became a republic after the overthrow of the monarchy in 1889.









Brazil2


 
/brəˈzil /

 
brazil





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Brazil nut

 )
 — a large three-sided nut with an edible kernel, several of which grow inside a large woody capsule. Brazil nuts grow on a South American forest tree, and most are harvested in the wild.

[
Bertholletia excelsa

 , family 
Lecythidaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
Brazil wood

 )
 — a hard red wood obtained from a tropical tree and from which dyes may be obtained.

[Genus 
Caesalpinia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species.]











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
brasilium

 . The South American country 
Brazil

 (see Brazil
 1
 ) takes its name from the wood.





Brazilian

 
/brəˈzilyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Brazil.




2.
 
(also 
Brazilian wax

 )
 — a style of waxing a woman's pubic hair in which almost all the hair is removed, with only a very small central strip remaining.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Brazil.













Brazos River

 
/ˌbrazəs ˈrivər/






a river that flows southeast for 840 miles (1,350 km) across Texas, from the Panhandle to the Gulf of Mexico. The cities at its mouth are called collectively Brazosport.









Brazzaville

 
/ˈbräzəˌvil/






the capital of Congo, a major port; pop. 1,357,392 (2009). It was founded in 1880 by French explorer 
Savorgnan de Brazza

 (1852–1905) and was capital of French Equatorial Africa 1910–58.









BRB






abbreviation






‹informal›

 be right back (used in online conversations)




•
 
I'm takin' a juice break, BRB.




















breach

 
/brēCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of breaking or failing to observe a law, agreement, or code of conduct




•
 
a breach of confidence




•
 
I sued for breach of contract.










2.
 
a break in relations




•
 
a sudden 
breach between

 father and son.










3.
 
a gap in a wall, barrier, or defense, especially one made by an attacking army.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a gap in and break through (a wall, barrier, or defense)




•
 
the river breached its bank.










2.
 
break or fail to observe (a law, agreement, or code of conduct).




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a whale) rise and break through the surface of the water.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
breach of the peace






an act of violent or noisy behavior that causes a public disturbance and is considered a criminal offense.









2.
 
breach of promise






the action of breaking a sworn assurance to do something, formerly especially to marry someone.









3.
 
step into the breach






replace someone who is suddenly unable to do a job or task.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
breche

 , ultimately of Germanic origin; related to break
 .






bread

 
/bred/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
food made of flour, water, and yeast or another leavening agent, mixed together and baked




•
 
a loaf of bread




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bread roll




•
 
Italian breads.










2.
 
the bread or wafer used in the Eucharist




•
 
altar bread.










3.
 
the food that one needs in order to live




•
 
his day job puts bread on the table.










4.
 


‹informal›

 money




•
 
I hate doing this, but I need the bread.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat (food) in breadcrumbs before cooking




•
 
bread the chicken and fry it in oil.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the best (or greatest) thing since sliced bread








‹informal›

 used to emphasize one's enthusiasm about a new idea, person, or thing




•
 
they think that she is the greatest thing since sliced bread.















2.
 
bread and circuses






a diet of entertainment or political policies on which the masses are fed to keep them happy and docile.

[translating Latin 
panem et circenses

 (Juvenal's 
Satires

 , x.80).]









3.
 
bread and water






a frugal diet that is eaten in poverty, chosen in abstinence, or given as a punishment.









4.
 
bread and wine






the consecrated elements used in the celebration of the Eucharist; the sacrament of the Eucharist.









5.
 
the bread of life






something regarded as a source of spiritual nourishment




•
 
the Roman Catholic Church and faith were the bread of life to the subordinate classes.















6.
 
break bread





a.
 
celebrate the Eucharist.




b.
 


‹literary›

 share a meal with someone.









7.
 
cast one's bread upon the waters






do good without expecting gratitude or reward.

[with biblical allusion to Eccles. 11:1.]









8.
 
daily bread






the money or food that one needs in order to live




•
 
she earned her daily bread by working long hours.















9.
 
know which side one's bread is buttered (on)








‹informal›

 know where one's advantage lies.









10.
 
one cannot live by bread alone






people have spiritual as well as physical needs.

[with biblical allusion to Deut. 8:3, Matt. 4:4.]









11.
 
take the bread out of (or from) people's mouths






deprive people of their livings by competition or unfair working practices.









12.
 
want one's bread buttered on both sides








‹informal›

 want more than is practicable or than is reasonable to expect.















– origin

 Old English 
brēad

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
brood

 and German 
Brot

 .





bread and butter

 
/ˈˌbred (ə)n ˈbədər/






noun



1.
 
a person's livelihood or main source of income, typically as earned by routine work




•
 
their bread and butter is reporting local events




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
bread-and-butter occupations.










2.
 
an everyday or ordinary person or thing




•
 
the bread and butter of non-League soccer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a good bread-and-butter player.



















bread-and-butter letter






noun




a letter expressing thanks for hospitality.













bread-and-butter pickle






noun




a variety of sweet pickle made with thin-sliced cucumbers and various seasonings.













Bread and Butter State






a nickname for the state of Minnesota
 .









breadbasket

 
/ˈbredˌbaskət/






noun



1.
 
a part of a region that produces cereals for the rest of it.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's stomach, considered as the target for a blow.













Breadbasket of America






a nickname for the state of Kansas
 .









breadboard

 
/ˈbredbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a board for making an experimental model of an electric circuit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an experimental circuit).













breadbox

 
/ˈbredˌbäks/






noun




a box for storing bread and other baked goods.













breadcrumb

 
/ˈbredˌkrəm/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
breadcrumbs

 )


1.
 
a small fragment of bread.




2.
 
(
breadcrumbs

 or 
breadcrumb trail

 )
 — a series of connected pieces of information or evidence




•
 
federal agents stood by in the hope that the trail of breadcrumbs would lead to a Mexican drug cartel




•
 
you have to be careful about the digital breadcrumbs that you are leaving behind.







[from the traditional story of Hansel and Gretel, who leave a trail of breadcrumbs behind them as they walk through a forest, intending to use them in order to retrace their steps.]




3.
 
a hierarchical series of hyperlinks displayed at the top of a web page, indicating the page's position in the overall structure of the website




•
 
check to make sure that your site has good internal linking and consider adding breadcrumbs




•
 
for breadcrumb trails, a smaller pixel size of 9 to 11 is good.














II.
 
derivatives





breadcrumbed






adjective





















breaded

 
/ˈbredəd/






adjective




(of food) coated with breadcrumbs and then fried




•
 
lightly breaded chicken strips.



















breadfruit

 
/ˈbredˌfro͞ot/






noun



1.
 
the large, round, starchy fruit of a tropical tree, which is used as a vegetable and sometimes to make a substitute for flour.




2.
 
(also 
breadfruit tree

 )
 — the large evergreen tree that bears the breadfruit, which is widely cultivated on the islands of the Pacific and the Caribbean.

[
Artocarpus altilis

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]













breading

 
/ˈbrediNG/






noun




a coating of breadcrumbs, typically on fried food




•
 
onion rings with light, crispy breading.



















bread knife

 
/bred nīf/






noun




a long knife, typically with a serrated edge, for slicing bread.













breadline

 
/ˈbredˌlīn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a line of people waiting to receive free food.













bread mold






noun




any of various fungi, especially of the genus 
Rhizopus

 , that grow on bread and other foods.













bread pudding






noun




a dessert consisting of slices of bread baked together with dried fruit, sugar, spices, eggs, and milk.













breadstick

 
/ˈbredˌstik/






noun




a long, thin, often crisp piece of bread.













breadstuff

 
/ˈbredˌstəf/






noun



1.
 
any bread product.




2.
 
grain or flour used in the making of bread.













breadth

 
/bredTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the distance or measurement from side to side of something; width




•
 
a black sweater outlined the breadth of his shoulders




•
 
the boat measured 27 feet 
in breadth






•
 
we traveled the length and breadth of India.










2.
 
wide range or extent




•
 
she has the advantage of breadth of experience




•
 
there is a greater breadth of sound in the later recordings.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a piece of cloth of standard or full width.




4.
 
overall unity of artistic effect




•
 
these masterpieces showed a new breadth of handling.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from obsolete 
brede

 in the same sense (related to broad
 ) + -th
 2
 , on the pattern of 
length

 .





breadthwise

 
/ˈbredTHwīz /

 
breadthways






adverb




in a direction parallel with a thing's width.













breadwinner

 
/ˈbredˌwinər/





I.
 
noun




a person who earns money to support a family.








II.
 
derivatives





breadwinning

 
/-ˌwiniNG /






noun






















break

 
/brāk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
separate or cause to separate into pieces as a result of a blow, shock, or strain


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the rope broke with a loud snap




•
 
the slate fell from my hand and broke in two on the hard floor




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
windows in the street were broken by the blast




•
 
break the chocolate into pieces.










2.
 
sustain an injury involving the fracture of a bone or bones in a part of the body


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she had broken her leg in two places




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
what if his leg had broken?










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause a cut or graze in (the skin)




•
 
the bite had scarcely broken the skin.










4.
 
make or become inoperative


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the machine has broken, and they can't fix it until next week




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he's broken the video.










5.
 
(of the amniotic fluid surrounding a fetus) be or cause to be discharged when the sac is ruptured in the first stages of labor


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she realized her water had broken.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — open (a safe) forcibly.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use (a piece of paper currency) to pay for something and receive change out of the transaction




•
 
she had to break a ten.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of two boxers or wrestlers) come out of a clinch, typically at the referee's command




•
 
I was acting as referee and telling them to break.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — unfurl (a flag or sail).




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — succeed in deciphering (a code).




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — open (a shotgun or rifle) at the breech.




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — disprove (an alibi).




13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — invalidate (a will) through legal process.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — interrupt (a continuity, sequence, or course)




•
 
the new government broke the pattern of growth




•
 
his concentration was broken by a sound.










15.
 
put an end to (a silence) by speaking or making contact.




16.
 
make a pause in (a journey)




•
 
we will break our journey in Venice.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stop proceedings in order to have a pause or vacation




•
 
at mid-morning they 
broke for

 coffee.










18.
 
lessen the impact of (a fall)




•
 
she put out an arm to break her fall.










19.
 
stop oneself from being subject to (a habit).




20.
 
put an end to (a tie in a game) by making a score.




21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (chiefly of an attacking player or team, or of a military force) make a rush or dash in a particular direction




•
 
the flight broke to the right and formed a defensive circle.










22.
 
surpass (a record)




•
 
the movie broke box-office records.










23.
 
disconnect or interrupt (an electrical circuit).




24.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pitched baseball) curve or drop on its way toward the batter.




25.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Soccer]

 (of the ball) rebound unpredictably




•
 
the ball broke to Craig but his shot rebounded from the post.










26.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bowled cricket ball) change direction on bouncing, due to spin.




27.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fail to observe (a law, regulation, or agreement)




•
 
the district attorney says she will prosecute retailers who break the law




•
 
a legally binding contract that can only be broken by mutual consent.










28.
 
fail to continue with (a self-imposed discipline)




•
 
diets started without preparation are broken all the time.










29.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — crush the emotional strength, spirit, or resistance of




•
 
the idea was to better the prisoners, not to break them.










30.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's emotional strength) give way




•
 
her self-control finally broke.










31.
 
destroy the power of (a movement or organization).




32.
 
destroy the effectiveness of (a strike), typically by bringing in other people to replace the striking workers.




33.
 
tame or train (a horse).




34.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — undergo a change or enter a new state, in particular




35.
 
(of the weather) change suddenly




•
 
the weather broke, and thunder rumbled through a leaden sky.










36.
 
(of a storm) begin violently.




37.
 
(of dawn or day) begin with the sun rising




•
 
dawn was just breaking.










38.
 
(of clouds) move apart and begin to disperse.




39.
 
(of waves) curl over and dissolve into foam




•
 
the Caribbean sea breaking gently on the shore.










40.
 
(of the voice) falter and change tone, due to emotion




•
 
her voice broke as she relived the experience.










41.
 
(of a boy's voice) change in tone and register at puberty.




42.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) develop into a diphthong, under the influence of an adjacent sound.


(as 
noun

 
breaking

 )


•
 
breaking due to a following r or h.










43.
 
(of prices on the stock exchange) fall sharply.




44.
 
(of news or a scandal) suddenly become public




•
 
since the news broke I've received thousands of wonderful letters.










45.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
break something to someone

 )
 — make bad news known to someone.




46.
 
make the first stroke at the beginning of a game of billiards, pool, or snooker.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an interruption of continuity or uniformity




•
 
the magazine has been published without a break since 1950.










2.
 
an act of separating oneself from a state of affairs




•
 
a 
break with

 the past.










3.
 
a change in the weather.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a change of line, paragraph, or page




•
 
dotted lines on the screen show page breaks.










5.
 
a curve or drop in the path of a pitched baseball.




6.
 
a change of tone in the voice due to emotion




•
 
there was a break in her voice now.










7.
 
an interruption in an electrical circuit.




8.
 
a rush or dash in a particular direction, especially by an attacking player or team




•
 
he made a bounce pass for a basket on the break in the second quarter.










9.
 
a breakout, especially from prison.




10.
 
a sudden decrease, typically in prices.




11.
 


‹informal›

 an opportunity or chance, especially one leading to professional success




•
 
his 
big break

 came when a critic gave him a rave review.










12.
 
(also 
break of serve

 or 
service break

 )
 — 

[Tennis]

 the winning of a game against an opponent's serve.




13.
 
a pause in work or during an activity or event




•
 
I need a 
break from

 mental activity




•
 
they take long coffee breaks




•
 
those returning to work after a career break.










14.
 
a short vacation




•
 
the Christmas break.










15.
 
a short solo or instrumental passage in jazz or popular music.




16.
 
a gap or opening




•
 
the spectacular vistas occasionally offered by a break in the rain forest




•
 
he stopped to wait for a break in the traffic.










17.
 
an instance of breaking; the point where something is broken




•
 
a break in the valve was being repaired.










18.
 


[Billiards]

 
[Snooker]

 a player's turn to make the opening shot of a game or a rack.




19.
 
a consecutive series of successful shots, scoring a specified number of points




•
 
a break of 83 put him in front for the first time.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break a leg!








‹theatrical slang›

 good luck!









2.
 
break bread






see bread
 .









3.
 
break camp






see camp
 1
 .









4.
 
break someone's heart






see heart
 .









5.
 
break in two






break into two parts.




•
 
the slate fell from my hand and broke in two on the hard floor.















6.
 
break of day






dawn.









7.
 
break ranks






see rank
 1
 .









8.
 
break (someone's) serve (or service)






win a game in a tennis match against an opponent's service.









9.
 
break step






see step
 .









10.
 
break the back of





a.
 
do the hardest part of (a task)




•
 
we've broken the back of the problem.










b.
 
overwhelm or defeat




•
 
I thought we really had broken the back of inflation.















11.
 
break the bank






see bank
 2
 .









12.
 
break the ice






see ice
 .









13.
 
break the mold






see mold
 1
 .









14.
 
break wind






release gas from the anus.









15.
 
give someone a break





a.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 stop putting pressure on someone about something.




b.
 
(
give me a break

 )
 — used to express contemptuous disagreement or disbelief about what has been said




•
 
He's seven times as quick and he's only 20 years old. Give me a break.















16.
 
make a break for






make a sudden dash in the direction of, typically in a bid to escape




•
 
he made a break for the door.















17.
 
make a clean break






remove oneself completely and finally from a situation or relationship.









18.
 
those are (or them's) the breaks








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 that is the way things turn out.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
break away





a.
 
(of a person) escape from someone's hold.




b.
 
escape from the control of a person, group, or practice




•
 
an attempt to 
break away from

 the elitism that has dominated the book trade.










c.
 
(of a competitor in a race) move into the lead.




d.
 
(of a material or object) become detached from its base, typically through decay or under force.









2.
 
break down





a.
 
(of a machine or motor vehicle) suddenly cease to function




•
 
his van broke down.










b.
 
(of a person) have the vehicle they are driving cease to function




•
 
she broke down on the highway.










c.
 
(of a relationship, agreement, or process) cease to continue; collapse




•
 
pay negotiations with management broke down.










d.
 
lose control of one's emotions when in a state of distress




•
 
if she had tried to utter a word, she would have broken down




•
 
the old woman broke down in tears.










e.
 
(of a person's health or emotional control) fail or collapse




•
 
his health broke down under the strain of overwork.










f.
 
undergo chemical decomposition




•
 
waste products that 
break down into

 low-level toxic materials.















3.
 
break something down





a.
 
demolish a door or other barrier




•
 
they had to get the police to break the door down




•
 


‹figurative›

 race barriers can be broken down by educational reform.










b.
 
separate something into parts




•
 
each tutorial is broken down into more manageable units.










c.
 
analyze information




•
 
bar graphs show how the information can be broken down.










d.
 
convert a substance into simpler compounds by chemical action




•
 
almost every natural substance can be broken down by bacteria.















4.
 
break even






reach a point in a business venture when the profits are equal to the costs.









5.
 
break forth






burst out suddenly; emerge.









6.
 
break free






another way of saying break away
 .









7.
 
break in





a.
 
force entry to a building




•
 
it sounded like someone trying to break in.










b.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — interject




•
 
“I don't want to interfere,” Mrs. Hendry broke in.















8.
 
break someone in





a.
 
familiarize someone with a new job or situation




•
 
there was no time to break in a new executive assistant.










b.
 
(
break a horse

 )
 — accustom a horse to a saddle and bridle, and to being ridden.









9.
 
break something in






wear something, typically a pair of new shoes, until it becomes supple and comfortable.









10.
 
break in on






interrupt




•
 
the doctor's voice 
broke in on

 her thoughts.















11.
 
break into





a.
 
enter or open a (place, vehicle, or container) forcibly, typically for the purposes of theft




•
 
four men broke into the house




•
 
a friend of mine had his car broken into.










b.
 
succeed in winning a share of (a market or a position in a profession)




•
 
Japanese companies failed to break into the US personal-computer market.










c.
 
interrupt (a conversation).




d.
 
(of a person) suddenly or unexpectedly burst forth into (laughter or song).




e.
 
(of a person's face or mouth) relax into (a smile).




f.
 
change one's pace to (a faster one)




•
 
Greg broke into a sprint.















12.
 
break off





a.
 
become severed




•
 
the fuselage had broken off just behind the pilot's seat.










b.
 
abruptly stop talking




•
 
she broke off, stifling a sob.















13.
 
break something off





a.
 
remove something from a larger unit or whole




•
 
Tucker broke off a piece of bread.










b.
 
discontinue talks or relations




•
 
the US threatened to break off diplomatic relations.















14.
 
break something open






open something forcibly.









15.
 
break out





a.
 
(of war, fighting, or similarly undesirable things) start suddenly




•
 
forest fires have broken out across Indonesia.










b.
 
(of a physical discomfort) suddenly manifest itself




•
 
prickles of sweat had broken out along her backbone.















16.
 
break out in






(of a person or a part of their body) be suddenly affected by an unpleasant sensation or condition




•
 
something had caused him to break out in a rash.















17.
 
break out of






escape from




•
 


‹figurative›

 executives looking to break out of the corporate hierarchy.















18.
 
break something out








‹informal›

 open and start using something




•
 
it was time to break out the champagne.















19.
 
break through





a.
 
make or force a way through (a barrier)




•
 
demonstrators attempted to break through the police lines




•
 
the sun might break through in a few spots.










b.
 
(of a person) achieve success in a particular area




•
 
so many talented players are struggling to break through.















20.
 
break up





a.
 
disintegrate; disperse




•
 
the bones had broken up into minute fragments




•
 
the gray clouds had begun to break up.










b.
 
(of a gathering) disband; end.




c.
 


(Brit.)

 end the school term




•
 
we broke up for the summer.










d.
 
(of a couple in a relationship) part company.




e.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 start laughing uncontrollably




•
 
the whole cast broke up.










f.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 become emotionally upset.









21.
 
break someone up








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cause someone to become extremely upset.









22.
 
break something up





a.
 
cause something to separate into pieces, parts, or sections




•
 
break up the chocolate, and place it in a bowl




•
 
he intends to break the company up into strategic business units.










b.
 
bring a social event or meeting to an end by being the first person to leave




•
 
Richard was sorry to break up the party.










c.
 
disperse or put an end to a gathering




•
 
police broke up a demonstration in the capital.















23.
 
break with





a.
 
quarrel or cease relations with (someone)




•
 
he had broken with his family long before.










b.
 
act in a way that is not in accordance with (a custom or tradition).















– origin

 Old English 
brecan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
breken

 and German 
brechen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





breakable

 
/ˈbrākəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of breaking or being broken easily




•
 
breakable ornaments




•
 
an encrypted password isn't easily breakable.














II.
 
noun

 — (
breakables

 )


1.
 
things that are fragile and easily broken.













breakage

 
/ˈbrākij/






noun




the action of breaking something, or the fact of being broken




•
 
some breakage of bone has occurred




•
 
there had been three breakages in the overhead wires.



















breakaway

 
/ˈbrākəˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a divergence or radical change from something established or long standing




•
 
rock was a 
breakaway from

 pop




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the breakaway hit movie.










2.
 
a secession of a number of people from an organization, typically following conflict or disagreement and resulting in the establishment of a new organization


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the breakaway republic.










3.
 


[Sports]

 a sudden attack or forward movement, especially in a bicycle race or in hockey or football




•
 
a winning breakaway.










4.
 
an object, such as a stage prop, designed to break apart easily


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
barroom brawls are staged with breakaway furniture.



















breakbeat

 
/ˈbrākbēt/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a repeated sample of a drumbeat, usually forming a fast syncopated rhythm, used as a basis for dance music.




2.
 
dance music featuring breakbeats.













breakbone fever

 
/ˈbrākbōn ˌfēvər/






noun




another term for dengue
 .













break-bulk

 
/ˈbrākˌbəlk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a system of transporting cargo as separate pieces rather than in containers.













break crop






noun




a secondary crop grown to interrupt the repeated sowing of grain as part of crop rotation.













breakdancing

 
/ˈbrākˌdansiNG/





I.
 
noun




an energetic and acrobatic style of street dancing, developed by American blacks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
breakdance

 
/ˈbrākˌdans /






verb, noun













2.
 
breakdancer

 
/ˈbrākˌdansər /






noun





















breakdown

 
/ˈbrākˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
a mechanical failure.




2.
 
a failure of a relationship or system




•
 
the breakdown of their marriage




•
 
some of these women will have experienced marital breakdown




•
 
a 
breakdown in

 military discipline.










3.
 
a sudden collapse in someone's mental health.




4.
 
the chemical or physical decomposition of something




•
 
the breakdown of ammonia to nitrites.










5.
 
an explanatory analysis, especially of statistics




•
 
a detailed cost breakdown.










6.
 
a lively, energetic American country dance.













breaker

 
/ˈbrākər/






noun



1.
 
a heavy sea wave that breaks into white foam on the shore or a shoal.




2.
 
a person or thing that breaks something


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a rule-breaker




•
 
a code-breaker.










3.
 
a person who breaks horses.




4.
 
short for circuit breaker
 .




5.
 
a person who interrupts the conversation of others on a Citizens' Band radio channel, indicating a wish to transmit a message.




6.
 
any CB radio user.




7.
 
a break dancer.













break-even






noun




the point or state at which a person or company breaks even


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the break-even point.



















break-fall

 
/ˈbrākˌfôl/






noun




(in martial arts) a controlled fall in which most of the impact is absorbed by the arms or legs.














breakfast

 
/ˈbrekfəst/





I.
 
noun




a meal eaten in the morning, the first of the day




•
 
I often have toast for my breakfast




•
 
I don't eat breakfast.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat breakfast




•
 
she 
breakfasted on

 French toast and bacon.














III.
 
phrases





have (or eat) someone for breakfast








‹informal›

 deal with or defeat someone with contemptuous ease.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
breakfaster






noun













2.
 
breakfastless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from the verb break
 + fast
 2
 .





breakfront

 
/ˈbrākfrənt/






noun




a piece of furniture having the line of its front broken by a curve or angle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a breakfront bookcase.



















break-in

 
/ˈbrāk ˌin/






noun




a forced or unconsented entry into a building, car, computer system, etc., typically to steal something.













breaking and entering






noun




the crime of entering a building by force so as to commit burglary.













breaking news






noun




newly received information about an event that is currently occurring or developing




•
 
some breaking news now of a rescue situation in California




•
 
the announcement will likely be the lead story for the broadcast, barring other major breaking news.




















breaking point

 
/ˈbrākiNG ˌpoint/






noun




the moment of greatest strain at which someone or something gives way




•
 
the tense situation 
reached the breaking point

 late last week




•
 
her nerves were stretched 
to the breaking point

 .



















breakneck

 
/ˈbrākˌnek/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
dangerously or extremely fast




•
 
he drove at breakneck speed.



















break-off

 
/ˈbrākôf/






noun




an instance of breaking something off or of discontinuing something.













breakout

 
/ˈbrākˌout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a forcible escape, typically from prison




•
 
a prison breakout.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in soccer, hockey, and other sports) a sudden attack by a team that had been defending.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an outbreak




•
 
a breakout of hostilities.










4.
 
a categorized list




•
 
an excellent breakout of websites by topic.










5.
 
a sudden advance to a new level




•
 
gold was overdue for a breakout.










6.
 
the deformation or splintering of wood, stone, or other material being drilled or planed.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 suddenly and extremely popular or successful




•
 
a breakout movie.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 denoting or relating to groups that break away from a conference or other larger gathering for discussion




•
 
we divided into 15 breakout groups.



















break point

 
/ˈbrāk ˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
a place or time at which an interruption or change is made.




2.
 
(usu. 
breakpoint

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a place in a computer program where the sequence of instructions is interrupted, especially by another program or by the operator.




3.
 


[Tennis]

 the state of a game when the side receiving service needs only one more point to win the game




•
 
he hit a winner to reach break point.










4.
 
another term for breaking point
 .













Breakspear, Nicholas

 
/ˈbrākˌspi(ə)r/






see Adrian IV
 .









breakthrough

 
/ˈbrākˌTHro͞o/






noun



1.
 
a sudden, dramatic, and important discovery or development




•
 
a major breakthrough in DNA research.










2.
 
an instance of achieving success in a particular sphere or activity




•
 
her big breakthrough came on the stage when she won a Tony Award in 1958




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the band's breakthrough album.



















breakthrough bleeding






noun




bleeding from the uterus occurring between menstrual periods, a side effect of some oral contraceptives.













breakthrough pain






noun




(usually in connection with cancer) severe pain that erupts while a patient is already medicated with a long-acting painkiller.













breakup

 
/ˈbrākˌəp/






noun



1.
 
an end to a relationship, typically a marriage.




2.
 
a division of a country or organization into smaller autonomous units




•
 
the breakup of the two states constituting Czechoslovakia.










3.
 
a physical disintegration of something




•
 
large quantities of oil are released after the breakup of a tanker




•
 
the spring breakup of the ice.



















breakwater

 
/ˈbrākˌwôdər/






noun




a barrier built out into a body of water to protect a coast or harbor from the force of waves.













bream1


 
/brim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a greenish-bronze deep-bodied freshwater fish native to Europe, popular with anglers.

[
Abramis brama

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other fishes resembling or related to this, e.g., 
sea bream

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bresme

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Brachsen

 , 
Brassen

 .





bream2


 
/brēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 clear (a ship or its bottom) of weeds, shells, or other accumulated matter by burning and scraping it.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably of Low German origin and related to broom
 .






breast

 
/brest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of the two soft, protruding organs on the upper front of a woman's body that secrete milk after pregnancy.




2.
 
the less-developed part of a man's body corresponding with a woman's breast.




3.
 
a person's chest




•
 
her heart was hammering in her breast.










4.
 
the chest of a bird or mammal


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the breast feathers of the doves.










5.
 
a portion of poultry cut from the breast of a bird




•
 
a grilled chicken breast.










6.
 
the part of a garment that covers the chest


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a breast pocket.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
face and move forward against or through (something)




•
 
I watched him breast the wave.










2.
 
reach the top of (a hill).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat one's breast






make an exaggerated show of sorrow, despair, or regret.









2.
 
make a clean breast of something






see clean
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





breasted

 
/ˈbrestid /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a bare-breasted woman




•
 
a crimson-breasted bird

























– origin

 Old English 
brēost

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
borst

 and German 
Brust

 .





breast-beating






noun




a loud, emotional expression of remorse




•
 
the breast-beating of American media commentators




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the breast-beating advocates of the people.



















breastbone

 
/ˈbres(t)ˌbōn/






noun




a thin, flat bone running down the center of the chest and connecting the ribs.

Also called sternum
 .













breast collar






noun




a thick chest strap that forms part of a horse's harness, often used instead of an ordinary collar on horses pulling lightweight or show vehicles.













breast drill






noun




a drill on which pressure is brought to bear by the operator's chest.













breastfeed

 
/ˈbres(t)ˌfēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a woman) feed (a baby) with milk from the breast




•
 
she breastfed her first child




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
sometimes it is not possible to breastfeed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a baby) feed from the breast




•
 
the child began to breastfeed.



















breasthook

 
/ˈbrestho͝ok/






noun




a large piece of shaped timber fitted horizontally in the bows of a ship, used to connect the sides to the stem.













breast implant






noun




a prosthesis consisting of a gel-like or fluid material in a flexible sac, implanted behind or in place of a female breast in reconstructive or cosmetic surgery.













breast milk






noun




milk produced by a woman's breasts after childbirth as food for her child




•
 
a hormone called prolactin stimulates the body to produce breast milk




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
breast milk substitutes.



















breastplate

 
/ˈbres(t)ˌplāt/






noun



1.
 
a piece of armor covering the chest.




2.
 


[Judaism]

 in ancient times, a jeweled vestment covering the chest of the Jewish high priest.




3.
 
a set of straps attached to the front of a saddle, which pass across the horse's chest and prevent the saddle from slipping backward.




4.
 
the strap of a harness covering the chest of a horse.













breast pump






noun




a device for drawing milk from a woman's breasts by suction.













breaststroke

 
/ˈbres(t)ˌstrōk/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a style of swimming on one's front, in which the arms are pushed forward and then swept back in a circular movement, while the legs are tucked in toward the body and then kicked out in a corresponding movement.




2.
 
(
the breaststroke

 )
 — a race, typically of a specified length or kind, in which the breaststroke style of swimming is used




•
 
she won the 200 m breaststroke.



















breastwork

 
/ˈbrestwərk/






noun




a low temporary defense or parapet.














breath

 
/breTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the air taken into or expelled from the lungs




•
 
I was gasping for breath




•
 
his breath smelled of garlic.










2.
 
an inhalation or exhalation of air from the lungs




•
 
she drew in a quick breath




•
 
take three deep breaths.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the power of breathing; life.




4.
 
a brief moment; the time required for one act of respiration




•
 
in Las Vegas, they marry you in a breath.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a slight movement of air




•
 
the weather was balmy, not a breath of wind.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sign, hint, or suggestion




•
 
he avoided the slightest breath of scandal.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the breath of life






a thing that someone needs or depends on




•
 
politics has been the breath of life to her for 50 years.















2.
 
catch one's breath





a.
 
cease breathing momentarily in surprise or fear.




b.
 
rest after exercise to restore normal breathing




•
 
she stood for a few moments, catching her breath.















3.
 
don't hold your breath








‹informal›

 used hyperbolically to indicate that something is likely to take a long time




•
 
don't hold your breath waiting for Congress to clean up political action committees.















4.
 
draw breath






breathe in.









5.
 
get one's breath (back)






begin to breathe normally again after exercise or exertion.









6.
 
hold one's breath





a.
 
cease breathing temporarily.




b.
 
be in a state of suspense or anticipation




•
 
France held its breath while the Senate chose its new president.















7.
 
in the same (or next) breath






at the same time




•
 
he congratulated Simon on his victory but in the same breath dismissed it.















8.
 
last breath






the last moment of one's life (often used hyperbolically); death




•
 
she would fight to the last breath to preserve her good name.















9.
 
out of breath






gasping for air, typically after exercise




•
 
he arrived on the top floor out of breath.















10.
 
save one's breath






stop wasting time in futile talk




•
 
save your breath; I know all about it.















11.
 
take someone's breath away






astonish or inspire someone with awed respect or delight.









12.
 
under (or below) one's breath






in a very quiet voice; almost inaudibly




•
 
he swore violently under his breath.







Compare with sotto voce
 .









13.
 
waste one's breath






talk or give advice without effect




•
 
I have better things to do than waste my breath arguing.





















– origin

 Old English 
brǣth

 ‘smell, scent,’ of Germanic origin; related to brood
 .





breathable

 
/ˈbrēT͟Həb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of the air) fit or pleasant to breathe.




2.
 
(of clothes or material) admitting air to the skin and allowing sweat to evaporate.













breathalyze

 
/ˈbreTHəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be breathalyzed

 )


1.
 
(of the police) use a breathalyzer.













breathalyzer

 
/ˈbreTHəˌlīzər /

 
Breathalyzer





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a device used by police for measuring the amount of alcohol in a driver's breath.











– origin

 1960s: blend of breath
 and 
(an)alyze

 + -er
 1
 .





breatharian

 
/ˌbreTHˈerēən/






noun




a person who believes that it is possible, through meditation, to reach a level of consciousness where one can obtain all sustenance from the air or sunlight.













breathe

 
/brēT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take air into the lungs and then expel it, especially as a regular physiological process




•
 
she was wheezing as she breathed




•
 


breathe in

 through your nose




•
 
he 
breathed out

 heavily




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we are polluting the air we breathe.










2.
 
be or seem to be alive because of this




•
 
at least I'm still breathing.










3.
 


‹literary›

 (of wind) blow softly.




4.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something with quiet intensity




•
 
“We're together at last,” she breathed.










5.
 
(of an animal or plant) respire or exchange gases




•
 
plants breathe through their roots.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give an impression of (something)




•
 
the whole room breathed an air of hygienic efficiency.










7.
 
(of wine) be exposed to fresh air




•
 
red wine needs untold time to breathe.










8.
 
(of material or soil) admit or emit air or moisture




•
 
let your lawn breathe by putting air into the soil.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (a horse) to rest after exertion.




10.
 
(
breathe upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 tarnish or taint




•
 
before the queen's fair name was breathed upon.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
breathe (freely) again






relax after being frightened or tense about something




•
 
she wouldn't breathe freely again until she was airborne.















2.
 
breathe down someone's neck





a.
 
follow closely behind someone.




b.
 
constantly check up on someone.









3.
 
breathe one's last






die.









4.
 
breathe (new) life into






fill with enthusiasm and energy; reinvigorate




•
 
spring breathes new life into a wintry woods.















5.
 
breathe a sigh of relief






exhale noisily as a sign of relief (often used hyperbolically)




•
 
they breathed a great sigh of relief after the election was won.















6.
 
live and breathe






see live
 1
 .









7.
 
not breathe a word






remain silent about something; keep secret.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘exhale, steam’): from breath
 .





breathed

 
/breTHt/






adjective



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — having breath of a specified kind




•
 
a foul-breathed poodle.










2.
 

/brēT͟Hd /

 — 

[Phonetics]

 unvoiced; voiceless.













breather

 
/ˈbrēT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a brief pause for rest




•
 
the director is 
taking a breather

 from his furious schedule.










2.
 
a vent or valve to release pressure or to allow air to move freely around something




•
 
a cask breather




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a breather pipe.










3.
 
a person or animal that breathes in a particular way, or breathes a particular substance




•
 
a heavy breather




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
reptiles are lung-breathers.



















breathing

 
/ˈbrēT͟HiNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of taking air into and expelling it from the lungs




•
 
his breathing was shallow.










2.
 
a sign in Greek (῾ or ᾿) indicating the presence of an aspirate or the absence of an aspirate at the beginning of a word.













breathing room






noun



1.
 
sufficient room to move and breathe comfortably.




2.
 
breathing space.













breathing space

 
/ˈbrēT͟HiNG ˈˌspās/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an opportunity to pause, relax, or decide what to do next.













breathless

 
/ˈbreTHləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
gasping for breath, typically due to exertion




•
 
the climb left me breathless.










2.
 
short of breath or appearing this way because of excitement or other strong feelings




•
 
her breathless account of what happened in the courtroom.










3.
 
(of the air or weather) unstirred by a wind or breeze; stiflingly still




•
 
the warm, breathless air.














II.
 
derivatives





breathlessness

 
/ˈbreTHləsnəs /






noun





















breathlessly

 
/ˈbreTHləslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves gasping for breath, typically due to exertion




•
 
breathlessly, we run faster and faster




•
 
she laughed breathlessly.










2.
 
in a way that is characterized by great excitement or suspense




•
 
we breathlessly await their new release




•
 
fan websites that are breathlessly updated.



















breathtaking

 
/ˈbreTHˌtākiNG/






adjective




astonishing or awe-inspiring in quality, so as to take one's breath away




•
 
the scene was one of breathtaking beauty.



















breathtakingly

 
/ˈbreTHtākiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an astonishing or awe-inspiring way, so as to take one's breath away




•
 
the beach is endless and breathtakingly beautiful




•
 
the sharks will pass breathtakingly close if you stay completely still.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an extreme or shocking degree; incredibly




•
 
a breathtakingly racist, angry rant




•
 
a breathtakingly aggressive takeover.



















breath test

 
/ˈbreTH ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test in which a driver is made to blow into a breathalyzer to check the amount of alcohol that has been drunk.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) a breathalyzer test.













breathy

 
/ˈbreTHē/





I.
 
adjective




producing or causing an audible sound of breathing, often related to physical exertion or strong feelings




•
 
a breathy laugh.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
breathily

 
/ˈbreTHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
breathiness






noun





















breccia

 
/ˈbreCHēə/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 rock consisting of angular fragments cemented together.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brecciate

 
/-ēˌāt /






verb













2.
 
brecciation

 
/ˌbreCHēˈāSHən, ˌbreSH- /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘gravel,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to break
 .





Brecht, Bertolt

 
/brekt, breKHt/






(1898–1956), German playwright, producer, and poet; full name 
Eugen Bertolt Friedrich Brecht

 . His interest in combining music and drama led to collaboration with Kurt Weill in 
The Threepenny Opera

 (1928). Brecht's later dramas include 
Mother Courage

 (1941) and 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle

 (1948).









Brechtian

 
/ˈbrektēən ˈbreKHtēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German dramatist, producer, and poet Bertolt Brecht or his work




•
 
a masterpiece of Brechtian alienation.



















Breckinridge, John C.

 
/ˈbrekənˌrij/






(1821–75), US politician and vice president of the US 1857–61; full name 
John Cabell Breckinridge

 . He also served as a major general in the Confederate army 1861.









bred

 
/bred/





I.
 
past and participle of breed
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) reared in a specified environment or way




•
 
a city-bred man.



















Breda

 
/brāˈdä, ˈbrādə/






a manufacturing town in the southwestern Netherlands; pop. 170,960 (2008). Historically, it is noted for the Compromise of Breda of 1566; the 1660 manifesto of Charles II; and the Treaty of Breda.









bred-in-the-bone






adjective



1.
 
firmly established; deep-rooted.




2.
 
long established and unlikely to change; inveterate.














breech

 
/brēCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a cannon behind the bore.




2.
 
the back part of a rifle or gun barrel.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a person's buttocks.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 put (a boy) into breeches after being in petticoats since birth.











– origin

 Old English 
brēc

 (plural of 
brōc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
broek

 ), interpreted as a singular form. The original sense was ‘garment covering the loins and thighs’ (compare with breeches
 ), hence ‘the buttocks’ (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun, mid 16th cent.), later ‘the hind part’ of anything (late 16th cent).






breech birth

 
breech delivery






noun




a delivery of a baby so positioned in the uterus that the buttocks or feet are delivered first.













breechblock

 
/ˈbrēCHbläk/






noun




a metal block that closes the aperture at the back part of a rifle or gun barrel.













breechclout

 
/ˈbrēCHklout /

 
breechcloth






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for loincloth
 .














breeches

 
/ˈbriCHiz ˈbrēCHiz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
short trousers fastened just below the knee, now chiefly worn for riding a horse or as part of ceremonial dress.




2.
 


‹informal›

 trousers.








II.
 
phrases





too big for one's breeches






see big
 .















– origin

 Middle English: plural of breech
 .





Breeches Bible






noun




the Geneva Bible of 1560, so named because the word 
breeches

 is used in Gen. 3:7 for the garments made by Adam and Eve.













breeches buoy

 
/ˈbrēCHiz ˌbo͞oē ˈbrēCHiz ˌboi/






noun




a lifebuoy with canvas breeches attached that, when suspended from a rope, can be used to transfer a person to safety from a ship.













breeching

 
/ˈbrēCHiNG/






noun



1.
 
a strong leather strap passing around the hindquarters of a horse harnessed to a vehicle.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a thick rope used to secure the carriage of a cannon on a ship and to absorb the force of the recoil.




3.
 
the hair or wool on the hindquarters of an animal.













breech-loader

 
/ˈbrēCHˌlōdər/





I.
 
noun




a gun designed to have ammunition inserted at the breech rather than through the muzzle.








II.
 
derivatives





breech-loading

 
/ˈbrēCHˌlōdiNG /






adjective





















breech presentation






noun




a position of a fetus in which the feet or buttocks appear first during birth.














breed

 
/brēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (an animal) to produce offspring, typically in a controlled and organized way




•
 
he wants to see the animals his new stock has 
been bred from

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of animals) mate and then produce offspring




•
 
toads are said to return to the pond of their birth to breed




•
 (as 
adj.

 
breeding

 )
 
the breeding season.










3.
 
develop (a kind of animal or plant) for a particular purpose or quality




•
 
these horses 
are bred for

 this sport.










4.
 
rear and train (someone) to behave in a particular way or have certain qualities




•
 
Theresa had been beautifully bred.










5.
 
cause (something) to happen or occur, typically over a period of time




•
 
success breeds confidence.










6.
 


[Physics]

 create (fissile material) by nuclear reaction.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a stock of animals or plants within a species having a distinctive appearance and typically having been developed by deliberate selection.




2.
 
a sort or kind of person or thing




•
 
a new breed of entrepreneurs was brought into being.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a breed apart






a sort or kind or person that is very different from the norm




•
 
Japanese capitalism is a breed apart from that found in the US.















2.
 
a dying breed






a sort or kind of person that is slowly disappearing




•
 
the country's dying breed of elder statesmen.















3.
 
what's bred in the bone will come out in the flesh (or blood)






see bone
 .















– origin

 Old English 
brēdan

 ‘produce (offspring), bear (a child),’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
brüten

 , also to brood
 .





breeder

 
/ˈbrēdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who breeds livestock, racehorses, other animals, or plants




•
 
a plant breeder




•
 
a breeder of fine cattle.










2.
 
an animal that breeds at a particular time or in a particular way




•
 
emperor penguins are winter breeders.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 (among homosexuals) a heterosexual person.













breeder document






noun




a document, genuine or fraudulent, that can serve as a basis to obtain other identification documents or benefits fraudulently.













breeder reactor






noun




a nuclear reactor that creates fissile material (typically plutonium-239 by irradiation of uranium-238) at a faster rate than it uses another fissile material (typically uranium-235) as fuel.













breeding

 
/ˈbrēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the mating and production of offspring by animals




•
 
palolo worms use the moon to time their breeding.










2.
 
the activity of controlling the mating and production of offspring of animals




•
 
the breeding of rats and mice for experiments.










3.
 
training and education, especially in proper social behavior




•
 
a girl of good breeding.










4.
 
the good manners regarded as characteristic of the aristocracy and conferred by heredity




•
 
a lady of breeding.



















breeding ground

 
/ˈbrēdiNG ˌɡround/






noun



1.
 
an area where birds, fish, or other animals habitually breed.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that favors the development or occurrence of something




•
 
Austin is a breeding ground for musical talent.



















breeks

 
/brēks/






plural noun




Scottish term for breeches
 .













breeze1


 
/brēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gentle wind.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a wind of force 2 to 6 on the Beaufort scale (4–27 knots or 4.5-31 mph).




3.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is easy to do or accomplish




•
 
traveling through London was a breeze.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 come or go in a casual or lighthearted manner




•
 
I breezed in as if nothing were wrong.










2.
 


‹informal›

 deal with something with apparently casual ease




•
 
the computer has the power to 
breeze through

 huge documents




•
 
he breezed to victory.














III.
 
phrases





shoot the breeze






see shoot
 .















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Old Spanish and Portuguese 
briza

 ‘northeastern wind’ (the original sense in English).





breeze2


 
/brēz/





I.
 
noun




small cinders mixed with sand and cement to make cinder blocks.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
braise

 , (earlier) 
brese

 ‘live coals.’





breeze block

 
/ˈbrēz ˌbläk/






noun




British term for cinder block
 .













breezeway

 
/ˈbrēzˌwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a roofed outdoor passage, as between a house and a garage.













breezy

 
/ˈbrēzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pleasantly windy




•
 
it was a bright, breezy day.










2.
 
appearing relaxed, informal, and cheerily brisk




•
 
the text is written in a breezy, matter-of-fact manner.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
breezily

 
/ˈbrēzilē /






adverb













2.
 
breeziness

 
/ˈbrēzēnəs /






noun





















bregma

 
/ˈbreɡmə/






noun




the point or area of the skull where the sagittal and coronal sutures joining the parietal and frontal bones come together.













Brel, Jacques

 
/brel/






(1929–78), Belgian singer and composer.









Bremen

 
/ˈbrāmən, ˈbremən/





I.
 
a state in northwestern Germany. Divided into two parts, which center on the city of Bremen and the port of Bremerhaven, it is surrounded by the state of Lower Saxony.




II.
 
the capital of the state of Bremen, an industrial city linked by the Weser River to the port of Bremerhaven and the North Sea; pop. 547,900 (est. 2006).









Bremerhaven

 
/ˈbremərˌhävən/






a seaport in northwestern Germany, on the North Sea coast, north of Bremen; pop. 115,300 (est. 2007). Bremerhaven is one of the largest seaports and fishing centers in Europe. The first regular shipping service between the US and Europe began here. Former name 
Wesermünde

 .









Bremerton

 
/ˈbremərtn/






a city in west central Washington, on Puget Sound, home to large naval shipyards; pop. 36,006 (est. 2008).









bremsstrahlung

 
/ˈbremˌSHträləNG/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 electromagnetic radiation produced by the acceleration or especially the deceleration of a charged particle after passing through the electric and magnetic fields of a nucleus.











– origin

 1940s: from German, from 
bremsen

 ‘to brake’ + 
Strahlung

 ‘radiation.’






Bren

 
/bren /

 
Bren gun





I.
 
noun




a lightweight quick-firing machine gun used by the Allied Forces in World War II.











– origin

 blend of 
Brno

 (a town in the Czech Republic where it was originally made) and 
Enfield

 in England (site of the Royal Small Arms Factory where it was later made).





Brendan, St.

 
/ˈbrendən/






(
c.

 486–
c.

 575), Irish abbot. Feast day, May 16.









Brennan, Walter

 
/ˈbrenən/






(1894–1974), US actor. A character actor, he appeared in many movies and was the first actor to win three Academy Awards, all for best supporting actor. His award-winning movies were 
Come and Get It

 (1936), 
Kentucky

 (1938), and 
The Westerner

 (1940).









Brennan, William Joseph






Jr. (1906–97), US Supreme Court associate justice 1956–90. He was a New Jersey Supreme Court judge 1952–56 before being appointed to the US Supreme Court by President Eisenhower. He was noted for his defense of First Amendment rights.









Brenner Pass

 
/ˌbrenər ˈpas/






an Alpine pass at the border between Austria and Italy, on the route between Innsbruck and Bolzano, at an altitude of 4,450 feet (1,371 m).









brent goose

 
/ˈbrent ˌɡo͞os/





I.
 
noun




British term for brant
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





Brentwood

 
/ˈbrentwo͝od/





I.
 
a village in central Long Island in New York; pop. 53,917 (2000).




II.
 
a section of West Los Angeles, California, noted for expensive homes and celebrity inhabitants.










brer

 
/brer/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 used as an informal title before a man's name




•
 
Brer Jean




•
 
Brer Rabbit.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: representing an African-American or southern US pronunciation of brother
 .





bresaola

 
/breˈsōlə, briˈzō-/





I.
 
noun




an Italian dish of raw beef cured by salting and air-drying, served typically in slices with a dressing of olive oil, lemon juice, and black pepper.











– origin

 Italian, from 
bresada

 , past part. of 
brasare

 ‘braise.’





Brescia

 
/ˈbrāSHə, ˈbreSHə/






an industrial city in northern Italy, in the region of Lombardy; pop. 190,844 (2008).










Breslau

 
/ˈbreslou/






German name for Wrocław
 .









Breslin, Jimmy

 
/ˈbrezlən/






(1930–), US journalist and writer. He wrote 
The Gang That Couldn't Shoot Straight

 (1969), 
He Got Hungry and Forgot His Manners

 (1988), 
Damon Runyon: A Life

 (1991), and 
I Want to Thank My Brain for Remembering Me

 (1996). Pulitzer Prize (1986).









Brest

 
/brest/





I.
 
a port and naval base in northwestern France, on the Atlantic coast of Brittany; pop. 148,316 (2006).




II.
 
a river port and industrial city in Belarus, close to the border with Poland; pop. 318,000 (est. 2009). The peace treaty between Germany and Russia was signed here in March 1918. Former name (until 1921) 
Brest-Litovsk

 .

Polish name Brześć nad Bugiem
 .










Bretagne

 
/brəˈtänyə/






French name for Brittany
 .









brethren

 
/ˈbreT͟H(ə)rən/





I.
 
archaic plural form of brother
 .




II.
 
plural noun



1.
 
fellow Christians or members of a male religious order.

See also brother
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
used for humorous or rhetorical effect to refer to people belonging to a particular group




•
 
our brethren in the popular press.




















Breton

 
/ˈbretn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Brittany.




2.
 
the Celtic language of Brittany, related to Cornish.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Brittany or its people or language.




2.
 
denoting a casual striped top, typically white with narrow horizontal blue stripes, of a type loosely associated with French or Breton sailors




•
 
just pull on a classic Breton t-shirt.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Old French, literally ‘Briton.’





Breton, André

 
/breˈtôN/






(1896–1966), French poet, essayist, and critic. He launched the surrealist movement, outlining the movement's philosophy in his manifesto of 1924.









Brett, George

 
/bret/






(1953–), US baseball player. Playing for the Kansas City Royals 1973–93, he was the American League batting champion in three different decades (1976, 1980, 1990). Baseball Hall of Fame (1999).









Bretton Woods

 
/ˌbretn ˈwo͝odz/






a resort in the White Mountains of north central New Hampshire, noted as the site of UN conferences at the end of World War II.









Breuer, Marcel Lajos

 
/ˈbroiər/






(1902–81), US architect; born in Hungary. He designed the UNESCO headquarters in Paris 1953–58 and the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York City 1963–66. He is also known for his chair designs.









Brevard County

 
/brəˌvärd ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in east central Florida, on the Atlantic Ocean, the site of Cape Canaveral and of large citrus and resort industries; pop. 536,521 (est. 2008).









breve

 
/brēv, brev/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical note having the time value of two semibreves or whole notes.




2.
 
a written or printed mark (˘) indicating a short or unstressed vowel.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an authoritative letter from a pope or monarch.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of brief
 . In the musical sense, the term was originally used in a series where a 
long

 was of greater time value than a 
breve

 .





brevet

 
/brəˈvet/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a former type of military commission conferred especially for outstanding service by which an officer was promoted to a higher rank without the corresponding pay




•
 
a brevet lieutenant.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confer a brevet rank on.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an official letter, especially a papal indulgence): from Old French 
brievet

 ‘little letter,’ diminutive of 
bref

 .





breviary

 
/ˈbrēvēˌerē, ˈbrev-/





I.
 
noun




a book containing the service for each day, to be recited by those in orders in the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting an abridged version of the psalms): from Latin 
breviarium

 ‘summary, abridgment,’ from 
breviare

 ‘abridge,’ from 
brevis

 ‘short, brief.’





brevity

 
/ˈbrevədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
concise and exact use of words in writing or speech.




2.
 
shortness of time




•
 
the brevity of human life.














II.
 
phrases





brevity is the soul of wit








‹proverb›

 the essence of a witty statement lies in its concise wording and delivery.

[from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 
II.

 ii. 90.]















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
brievete

 , from Latin 
brevitas

 , from 
brevis

 ‘brief.’






brew

 
/bro͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (beer) by soaking, boiling, and fermentation.




2.
 
make (tea or coffee) by mixing it with hot water




•
 
I've just brewed some coffee




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he did a crossword while the tea brewed.










3.
 
(
brew up

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 make tea.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an unwelcome event or situation) begin to develop




•
 
there was more trouble brewing as the airline pilots went on strike




•
 
a storm was brewing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of beer




•
 
nonalcoholic brews.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a serving of beer.




3.
 
a cup or mug of tea or coffee.




4.
 
a mixture of events, people, or things that interact to form a more potent whole




•
 
a dangerous brew of political turmoil and violent conflict.

















– origin

 Old English 
brēowan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
brouwen

 and German 
brauen

 .





brewer

 
/ˈbro͞oər/






noun




a person or company that manufactures beer




•
 
pubs owned by regional brewers.



















Brewer, David Josiah

 
/ˈbro͞oər/






(1837–1910), US Supreme Court associate justice 1889–1910. Appointed to the Court by President Benjamin Harrison, he was considered a moderate conservative and generally opposed a strong central government.









brewer's yeast






noun




a yeast that is used in breadmaking, winemaking, and the brewing of top-fermenting beer. It is also consumed as a source of vitamin B and is used in laboratories as an important research organism.

[
Saccharomyces cerevisiae

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]













brewery

 
/ˈbro͞o(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




a place where beer is made commercially.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from brew
 , probably on the pattern of Dutch 
brouwerij

 .





brewhouse

 
/ˈbro͞ohous/






noun




a brewery.













brewmaster

 
/ˈbro͞oˌmastər/






noun




a person who supervises the brewing process in a brewery.













brewpub

 
/ˈbro͞oˌpəb/






noun






(chiefly US)

 an establishment selling beer brewed on the premises and often including a restaurant.













brewski

 
/ˈbro͞oskē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a bottle, can, or glass of beer.













Brexit

 
/ˈbreksət /

 
Brixit /ˈbriksət/






I.
 
noun




a term for the potential or hypothetical departure of the United Kingdom from the European Union




•
 
a Brexit is considered a real possibility for the first time in four decades




•
 
the report warned that Brexit would reduce the EU's potential GDP by up to 0.36%.

















– origin

 2012 (as 
Brixit

 ): blend of British
 (or Britain
 ) and exit
 , probably on the pattern of Grexit
 (coined earlier in the same year).





Breyer, Stephen

 
/ˈbrīər/






(1938–), US Supreme Court associate justice 1994– ; full name 
Stephen Gerald Breyer

 . He is known for his pragmatic judgments.









Brezhnev, Leonid

 
/ˈbreZHˌnef, ˈbreZHnyif/






(1906–82), Soviet statesman; general secretary of the Communist Party of the former Soviet Union 1966–82; president 1977–82; full name 
Leonid Ilich Brezhnev

 . His administration was marked by intensified persecution of dissidents at home and by attempted detente followed by renewed Cold War in 1968; he was largely responsible for the invasion of Czechoslovakia 1968.









briarroot






noun




variant spelling of brierroot
 .













briarwood






noun




variant spelling of brierwood
 .













bribe

 
/brīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (someone) to act in one's favor, typically illegally or dishonestly, by a gift of money or other inducement




•
 
an undercover agent 
bribed

 the judge 
into

 giving a lenient sentence




•
 
you weren't willing to be good to your sister without being bribed with a lollipop




•
 
he has no money to bribe with.














II.
 
noun




a sum of money or other inducement offered or given in this way.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bribable

 
/ˈbrībəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
briber

 
/ˈbrībər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
briber

 , 
brimber

 ‘beg,’ of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘rob, extort,’ hence (as noun) ‘theft, stolen goods,’ also ‘money extorted or demanded for favors,’ later ‘offer money as an inducement’ (early 16th cent).





bribery

 
/ˈbrīb(ə)rē/






noun




the giving or offering of a bribe




•
 
he was convicted of racketeering and bribery




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bribery scandal.



















BRIC

 
/brik/






abbreviation




Brazil, Russia, India, and China (regarded in terms of their fast-growing economies).













bric-a-brac

 
/ˈbrikəˌbrak/





I.
 
noun




miscellaneous objects and ornaments of little value.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from obsolete 
à bric et à brac

 ‘at random.’






brick

 
/brik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small rectangular block typically made of fired or sun-dried clay, used in building.




2.
 
bricks collectively as a building material




•
 
this mill was built of brick




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a large brick building.










3.
 
a small, rectangular object




•
 
a 
brick of

 ice cream.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a large and relatively heavy mobile phone, typically an early model with limited functionality




•
 
I had one of those Motorola bricks as my first cell phone.










5.
 
a smartphone or other electronic device that has completely ceased to function




•
 
while updating the firmware the USB cable got disconnected and the phone is now a brick.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a generous, helpful, and reliable person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
block or enclose with a wall of bricks




•
 
the doors have been 
bricked up

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 cause (a smartphone or other electronic device) to become completely unable to function, typically on a permanent basis




•
 
installing an unofficial OS voids the warranty and may brick the phone.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be built like a brick shithouse






see shithouse
 .









2.
 
bricks and mortar





a.
 
buildings




•
 
David knows how inefficient it is to tie up your capital in bricks and mortar.










b.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — used to denote a business that operates conventionally rather than (or as well as) over the Internet




•
 
the bricks-and-mortar banks.







Compare with clicks and mortar
 .









3.
 
a brick short of a load






see short
 .









4.
 
hit (or run into) a brick wall






face an insuperable problem or obstacle while trying to do something.









5.
 
like a ton of bricks








‹informal›

 with crushing weight, force, or authority




•
 
all her years of marriage suddenly fell on her like a ton of bricks.















6.
 
shit a brick (or bricks)








‹vulgar slang›

 be extremely anxious or nervous.









7.
 
you can't make bricks without straw








‹proverb›

 nothing can be made or accomplished without proper or adequate material or information.

[with biblical allusion to Exodus 5; “without straw” meant “without having straw provided” (i.e., the Israelites were required to gather the straw for themselves). A misinterpretation has led to the current sense.]















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German, Middle Dutch 
bricke

 , 
brike

 ; probably reinforced by Old French 
brique

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





Brick

 
/brik/






a township in southeastern New Jersey; pop. 78,419 (est. 2008).









brickbat

 
/ˈbrikˌbat/






noun



1.
 
a piece of brick, typically when used as a weapon.




2.
 
a remark or comment which is highly critical and typically insulting




•
 
the plaudits were beginning to outnumber the brickbats.



















brick-built

 
/ˈbrikˌbilt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a building or structure) made of bricks.













brickfield

 
/ˈbrikfēld/






noun






(Brit.)

 an area of ground where bricks are made.













bricklayer

 
/ˈbrikˌlāər/





I.
 
noun




a person whose job is to build walls, houses, and other structures with bricks.








II.
 
derivatives





bricklaying

 
/ˈbrikˌlāiNG /






noun





















brick red

 
/brik red/






noun




a deep brownish red




•
 
various shades from blushing pink to angry brick red




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he had a brick-red face.



















brick veneer






noun



1.
 
a covering of brick applied to a timber frame.




2.
 
timber frames covered in brick as a building material.













brickwork

 
/ˈbrikˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
the bricks in a wall, house, or other structure, typically in terms of their type or layout




•
 
the patterned brickwork of the gables.










2.
 
the craft or occupation of building walls, houses, or other structures with bricks.













brickyard

 
/ˈbrikyärd/






noun




a place where bricks are made.













bricolage

 
/ˌbrēkōˈläZH, ˌbrikə-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in art or literature) construction or creation from a diverse range of available things




•
 
the chaotic bricolage of the novel is brought together in a unifying gesture.










2.
 
something constructed or created from a diverse range of available things




•
 
bricolages of painted junk.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, from 
bricoler

 ‘do odd jobs, repair.’





bricoleur

 
/ˌbrēkōˈlər, ˌbrikə-/





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in bricolage.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘handyman.’





bridal

 
/ˈbrīdl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or concerning a bride or a wedding




•
 
her white bridal gown




•
 
the 
bridal party

 came out into the church porch.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old English 
brȳd-ealu

 ‘wedding feast,’ from 
brȳd

 ‘bride’ + 
ealu

 ‘ale-drinking’ Since the late 16th cent., the word has been associated with adjectives ending in -al
 .





bridal gown






noun




a dress worn by a bride at her wedding, typically long and white




•
 
a stunning white bridal gown.



















bridal registry






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a service offered by a store or other organization in which a bridal couple's gift preferences are recorded so as to be available to family and friends when shopping at the store.













bridal suite

 
/ˈbrīdl swēt/






noun




a suite of rooms in a hotel for the use of a newly married couple.













bridal wreath






noun




a spirea with sprays of white flowers.

[
Spirea prunifolia

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]














bride

 
/brīd/





I.
 
noun




a woman on her wedding day or just before and after the event.











– origin

 Old English 
brȳd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bruid

 and German 
Braut

 .





Bride, St.

 
/brīd, brēd/






see Bridget, St.
 1










bridegroom

 
/ˈbrīdˌɡro͞om/





I.
 
noun




a man on his wedding day or just before and after the event.











– origin

 Old English 
brȳdguma

 , from 
brȳd

 ‘bride’ + 
guma

 ‘man’ The change in the second syllable was due to association with groom
 .





bride price






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sum of money or quantity of goods given to a bride's family by that of the groom, especially in tribal societies




•
 
payments of bride price from the husband's kin.



















bridesmaid

 
/ˈbrīdzˌmād/





I.
 
noun




a girl or woman who accompanies a bride on her wedding day.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of earlier 
bridemaid

 .





bride-to-be






noun




a woman who is soon to be married; a fiancée




•
 
both brides-to-be will be walking down the aisle shortly.



















bridewell

 
/ˈbrīdwel ˈbrīdwəl/





I.
 
noun




a prison for petty offenders such as a reform school.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: named after 
St. Bride's Well

 in the City of London, near which such a building stood.





bridezilla

 
/ˌbrīdˈzilə/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a woman whose behavior in planning her wedding is regarded as obsessive or intolerably demanding.











– origin

 1990s: blend of bride
 and Godzilla
 .





bridge1


 
/brij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure carrying a road, path, railroad, or canal across a river, ravine, road, railroad, or other obstacle




•
 
a bridge across the river




•
 
a railroad bridge.










2.
 
something that is intended to reconcile or form a connection between two things




•
 
a committee that was formed to create a 
bridge between

 rival parties.










3.
 
a partial denture supported by natural teeth on either side.

See also bridgework
 .




4.
 
the support formed by the hand for the forward part of a billiard cue.




5.
 
a long stick with a frame at the end that is used to support a cue for a shot that is otherwise hard to reach.




6.
 


[Music]

 an upright piece of wood on a string instrument over which the strings are stretched.




7.
 


[Music]

 a bridge passage or middle eight.




8.
 
short for land bridge
 .




9.
 
the elevated, enclosed platform on a ship from which the captain and officers direct operations.




10.
 
the upper bony part of a person's nose




•
 
he pushed his spectacles further up the bridge of his nose.










11.
 
the central part of a pair of glasses, fitting over this




•
 
these sunglasses have a special nose bridge for comfort.










12.
 
an electric circuit with two branches across which a detector or load is connected. These circuits are used to measure resistance or other property by equalizing the potential across the two ends of a detector, or to rectify an alternating voltage or current.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a bridge over (something)




•
 
a covered walkway that bridged the gardens.










2.
 
build a bridge over (something)




•
 
earlier attempts to bridge the channel had failed.










3.
 
make (a difference between two groups) smaller or less significant




•
 
bridging the gap between avant garde art and popular culture.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bridge too far





a.
 
a step or act that is regarded as being too drastic to take




•
 
having Botox would be a bridge too far.










b.
 
something that is very difficult to achieve




•
 
that second goal proved a bridge too far.















2.
 
burn one's bridges






see burn
 1
 .









3.
 
cross that bridge when one comes to it






deal with a problem when and if it arises.












IV.
 
derivatives





bridgeable

 
/ˈbrijəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
brycg

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
brug

 and German 
Brücke

 .





bridge2


 
/brij/





I.
 
noun




a card game descended from whist, played by two partnerships of two players who at the beginning of each hand bid for the right to name the trump suit, the highest bid also representing a contract to make a specified number of tricks with a specified suit as trumps.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





bridge-and-tunnel





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) living in the suburbs and perceived as unsophisticated




•
 
clubs catering to the beautiful people and the bridge-and-tunnel crowds.

















– origin

 1980s: with reference to the routes used for commuting into New York.





bridge-building

 
/ˈbrij ˌbildiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the activity of building bridges.




2.
 
the promotion of friendly relations between groups.








II.
 
derivatives





bridge-builder

 
/ˈbrij ˌbildər /






noun





















bridgehead

 
/ˈbrijˌhed/






noun




a strong position secured by an army inside enemy territory from which to advance or attack




•
 


‹figurative›

 in the 1970s, academic literary theory established bridgeheads in Britain.



















bridge loan






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sum of money lent by a bank to cover an interval between two transactions, typically the buying of one house and the selling of another.













bridge mix






noun




a mixture of various bite-size snack foods, such as nuts, raisins, and chocolates, typically served in a bowl at card games, parties, etc.













Bridge of Sighs

 
/ˈˌbrij əv ˈsīz/






a 16th-century enclosed bridge in Venice between the Doges' Palace and the state prison, originally crossed by prisoners on their way to torture or execution.









bridge passage






noun




a transitional section in a musical composition leading to a new section or theme.













Bridgeport

 
/ˈbrijpôrt/






an industrial city in southwestern Connecticut, on Long Island Sound; pop. 136,405 (est. 2008).









Bridges

 
/ˈbrijiz/





I.
 
the name of a family of US actors, including:




II.
 


Lloyd (Vernet, Jr.)

 (1913–98), noted as the star of the television series 
Sea Hunt

 (1958–61). His movie credits include 
High Noon

 (1952) and 
Airplane

 (1980).




III.
 


Beau

 (1941–), son of Lloyd; born 
Lloyd Vernet Bridges III

 . In addition to much work on television, he has appeared in such movies as 
Norma Rae

 (1979) and 
The Fabulous Baker Boys

 (1989), in which he costarred with brother Jeff.




IV.
 


Jeff

 (1949–), son of Lloyd; full name 
Jeffrey Leon Bridges

 . His movies include 
The Fisher King

 (1991)
, The Big Lebowski

 (1998), and 
Seabiscuit

 (2003).









Bridges, Robert






(1844–1930), English poet and literary critic; poet laureate 1913–30; full name 
Robert Seymour Bridges

 . His long philosophical poem, 
The Testament of Beauty

 (1929), was written in the Victorian tradition.










Bridget, St.1


 
/ˈbrijət /

 
Bride
 , Brigid






(6th century), Irish abbess; also known as 
St. Bridget of Ireland

 . She was venerated in Ireland as a virgin saint and noted in miracle stories for her compassion. Feast day, July 23.










Bridget, St.2


 
Birgitta






(
c.

 1303–73), Swedish nun and visionary; also known as 
St. Bridget of Sweden

 . She experienced her first vision of the Virgin Mary at the age of seven. Feast day, February 1.









Bridgetown

 
/ˈbrijtoun/






the capital of Barbados, a port on the southern coast; pop. 116,000 (est. 2007).










bridgework

 
/ˈbrijˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
dental bridges collectively.




2.
 
the construction or insertion of dental bridges.




3.
 


[Building]

 the component parts of a bridge.




4.
 
the construction of bridges.













bridging

 
/ˈbrijiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of putting a bridge over something




•
 
the bridging of a ditch.










2.
 


[Mountaineering]

 a method of climbing a wide chimney by using the left hand and foot on one sidewall and the right hand and foot on the other.













Bridgman, Percy Williams

 
/ˈbrijmən/






(1882–1961), US physicist. He worked with liquids and solids under very high pressures; his techniques were later used in making artificial minerals (including diamonds). Nobel Prize for Physics (1946).









bridle

 
/ˈbrīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the headgear used to control a horse, consisting of buckled straps to which a bit and reins are attached.




2.
 
a line, rope, or device that is used to restrain or control the action or movement of something.




3.
 


[Nautical]

 a length of rope, chain, or cable fastened at both ends to an object that is to be secured or moved or to a vessel that is to do the towing, a pull being exerted at the center of its length.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bridled

 )
 — put a bridle on (a horse).




2.
 
bring (something) under control; curb




•
 
the fact that he was their servant bridled his tongue.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — show one's resentment or anger, especially by throwing up the head and drawing in the chin




•
 
ranchers have 
bridled at

 excessive federal control.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
off the bridle






see bit
 3
 .









2.
 
on the bridle






see bit
 3
 .















– origin

 Old English 
brīdel

 (noun), 
brīdlian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
breidel

 (noun). 
Sense

 2 
of the

 verb use is from the action of a horse when reined in.





bridle path

 
/ˈbrīdl ˌpaTH/






noun




a path or track used for horseback riding.













Brie

 
/brē/





I.
 
noun




a kind of soft, mild, creamy cheese with a firm white skin.











– origin

 named after 
Brie

 in northern France, where it was originally made.






brief

 
/brēf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of short duration




•
 
the president made a brief visit to Moscow.










2.
 
concise in expression; using few words




•
 
introductions were brief and polite.










3.
 
(of a piece of clothing) not covering much of the body; scanty




•
 
Alice sported a pair of extremely brief black shorts.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a concise statement or summary




•
 
their comments were cribbed right from industry briefs.










2.
 
a set of instructions given to a person about a job or task




•
 
his brief is to turn around the country's economy.










3.
 


(US)

 a written summary of the facts and legal points supporting one side of a case, for presentation to a court.




4.
 
a letter from the pope to a person or community on a matter of discipline.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
instruct or inform (someone) thoroughly, especially in preparation for a task




•
 
she briefed him on last week's decisions.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
hold no brief for






not support or argue in favor of




•
 
I hold no brief for the president.















2.
 
in brief






in a few words; in short




•
 
he is, in brief, the embodiment of evil




•
 
the news in brief.


















V.
 
derivatives





briefness

 
/ˈbrēfnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
brief

 , from Latin 
brevis

 ‘short.’ The noun is via late Latin 
breve

 ‘note, dispatch,’ hence ‘an official letter.’





briefcase

 
/ˈbrēfˌkās/






noun




a flat, rectangular container, typically made of leather, for carrying books and papers.













briefer






noun




a person who presents detailed information and offers instruction to someone, especially in preparation for a task




•
 
military briefers prepare for war




•
 
we have a briefer who will be able to go into this in greater detail.



















briefing

 
/ˈbrēfiNG/






noun



1.
 
a meeting for giving information or instructions




•
 
the daily press briefing.










2.
 
the action of informing or instructing someone




•
 
today's briefing of NATO allies.



















briefly

 
/ˈbrēflē/






adverb



1.
 
for a short time; fleetingly




•
 
he worked briefly as a lawyer.










2.
 
using few words; concisely




•
 
as I briefly mentioned earlier




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
briefly, the plot is as follows.



















briefs

 
/brēfs/






plural noun




close-fitting legless underpants that are cut so as to cover the body to the waist, in contrast to a bikini.













brier1


 
/ˈbrī(ə)r /

 
briar





I.
 
noun




any of a number of prickly scrambling shrubs, especially the sweetbrier and other wild roses.








II.
 
derivatives





briery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
brǣr

 , 
brēr

 , of unknown origin.





brier2


 
/ˈbrī(ə)r /

 
briar





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
brier pipe

 )
 — a tobacco pipe made from nodules borne at ground level by a large woody plant of the heath family.




2.
 
the white-flowered shrub of the heath family that bears these nodules, native chiefly to France and Corsica.

[
Erica arborea

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
bruyère

 ‘heath, heather,’ from medieval Latin 
brucus

 .






brierroot

 
/ˈbrī(ə)rˌro͞ot, -ˌro͝ot/






noun




wood from the nodules of the brier (
Erica arborea

 ), used especially for making tobacco pipes.














brierwood

 
/ˈbrī(ə)rˌwo͝od/






noun




another term for brierroot
 .













brig

 
/briɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a two-masted, square-rigged ship with an additional gaff sail on the mainmast.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a prison, especially on a warship.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: abbreviation of brigantine
 (the original sense).





Brig.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
brigade.




2.
 
brigadier.














brigade

 
/briˈɡād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subdivision of an army, typically consisting of a small number of infantry battalions and/or other units and often forming part of a division




•
 
he commanded a brigade of 3,000 men.










2.
 
an organization with a specific purpose, typically with a military or quasi-military structure




•
 
the local fire brigade.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a group of people with a common characteristic or dedicated to a common cause




•
 
the anti-smoking brigade.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 form into a brigade.




2.
 
associate with (someone or something)




•
 
they thought the speech too closely brigaded with illegal action.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
brigata

 ‘company,’ from 
brigare

 ‘contend,’ from 
briga

 ‘strife.’





brigadier

 
/ˌbriɡəˈdir/





I.
 
noun




a rank of officer in the British army, above colonel and below major general.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French (see brigade
 , -ier
 ).





brigadier general

 
/ˈbriɡəˌdi(ə)r ˈjen(ə)rəl/






noun




an officer in the US Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps ranking above colonel and below major general.














brigand

 
/ˈbriɡənd/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a member of a gang that ambushes and robs people in forests and mountains.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brigandage

 
/ˈbriɡ(ə)ndij /






noun













2.
 
brigandry

 
/-drē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting an irregular foot soldier): from Old French, from Italian 
brigante

 , literally ‘(person) contending,’ from 
brigare

 ‘contend’ (see brigade
 ).





brigandine

 
/ˈbriɡənˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a coat of mail, typically one made of iron rings or plates attached to canvas or other fabric.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
brigand

 (see brigand
 ).






brigantine

 
/ˈbriɡənˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a two-masted sailing ship with a square-rigged foremast and a fore-and-aft-rigged mainmast.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a small vessel used by pirates): from Old French, from Italian 
brigantino

 , from 
brigante

 (see brigand
 ).





Briggs, Henry

 
/briɡz/






(1561–1630), English mathematician. Renowned for his work on logarithms, he introduced the decimal base, made the thousands of calculations necessary for the tables, and popularized their use. He also devised the usual method used for long division.









bright

 
/brīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving out or reflecting a lot of light; shining




•
 
I have problems seeing when the sun is bright




•
 
her bright, dark eyes.










2.
 
full of light




•
 
the rooms are bright and spacious.










3.
 
(of a period of time) having sunny, cloudless weather




•
 
the long, bright days of June.










4.
 
having a vivid color




•
 
the bright flowers




•
 
a bright tie.










5.
 
(of color) vivid and bold




•
 
the bright green leaves.










6.
 
(of sound) clear, vibrant, and typically high-pitched




•
 
her voice is fresh and bright.










7.
 
(of a person, idea, or remark) intelligent and quick-witted




•
 
a bright young journalist




•
 
a suggestion box for bright ideas.










8.
 
giving an appearance of cheerful liveliness




•
 
she gave a bright smile.










9.
 
(of someone's future) likely to be successful and happy




•
 
the bright prospects for her early retirement.














II.
 
adverb




luminously




•
 
a full moon shining bright.














III.
 
noun

 — (
brights

 )


1.
 
bold and vivid colors




•
 
webbed gloves in neon brights.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 headlights switched to high beam




•
 
he turned the brights on, and we drove along the dirt road.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
bright and early






very early in the morning.









2.
 
the bright lights






the glamor and excitement of the city




•
 
they hankered for the bright lights of the capital.















3.
 
look on the bright side






be optimistic or cheerful in spite of difficulties.












V.
 
derivatives





brightish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
beorht

 , of Germanic origin.





Bright, John

 
/brīt/






(1811–89), English politician and reformer. A noted orator, Bright was the leader, along with Richard Cobden, of the campaign to repeal the Corn Laws and was closely identified with the 1867 Reform Act.









bright-colored

 


‹Brit.›

 bright-coloured






adjective




of a bold and vivid color or shade




•
 
gowns of bright-colored silk.



















brighten

 
/ˈbrītn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become more light


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the day began to brighten in the east




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the fire began to blaze fiercely, brightening the room.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) more attractively and cheerfully colorful




•
 
this colorful hanging ornament will brighten any room




•
 
daffodils 
brighten up

 many gardens and parks.










3.
 
make or become happier and more cheerful


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Sarah 
brightened up

 considerably as she thought of Emily's words




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she seems to brighten his life.

















– origin

 Old English 
(ge)beorhtnian

 .





bright-eyed

 
/ˈbrīd ˌīd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having shining eyes.




2.
 
alert and lively




•
 
bright-eyed young lawyers




•
 
a bright-eyed optimism.














II.
 
phrases





bright-eyed and bushy-tailed








‹informal›

 alert and lively; eager.

[from the conventional description of a squirrel.]

















brightly

 
/ˈbrītlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that gives out or reflects much light




•
 
diamond stud earrings shone brightly in his ears




•
 
lanterns glow brightly in the dark hall.










2.
 
in a way that is characterized by having vivid colors




•
 
a very brightly patterned floral sweater




•
 
brightly painted fingernails.










3.
 
in an intelligent and quick-witted way




•
 
a wry, brightly written essay.










4.
 
in a cheerful and lively way




•
 
chattering brightly




•
 
those on stage smiled brightly at the crowd.



















brightness

 
/ˈbrītnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of giving out or reflecting light




•
 
we can change the brightness of the bulb




•
 
the comet's brightness had dimmed.










2.
 
the quality or state of being well lit




•
 
his mother called to him from the brightness of the kitchen.










3.
 
sunny, cloudless weather




•
 
the brightness will linger through Wednesday




•
 
the brightness of a winter's day.










4.
 
the quality of being vividly and boldly colored




•
 
he adds brightness to the dishes by tossing in fresh herbs.










5.
 
the quality of being intelligent and quick-witted




•
 
he reminded me of my first son with his brightness and inquisitiveness.










6.
 
the quality of being cheerful or lively




•
 
there's so much light and brightness in their faces.










7.
 
success and happiness




•
 
there had been some brightness in her life.










8.
 
the quality in sound of being clear, vibrant, and typically high-pitched




•
 
tone alters the brightness of the sound.



















Brighton

 
/ˈbrītn/






a resort on the southern coast of England; pop. 127,700 (est. 2009).









Brighton Beach

 
/ˌbrītn ˈbēCH/






a section of southern Brooklyn in New York City, east of Coney Island, noted for its Jewish community, and now home to a large Russian immigrant population.










Bright's disease

 
/ˈbrīts dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a disease involving chronic inflammation of the kidneys.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Richard 
Bright

 (1789–1858), the English physician who established its nature.





brightwork

 
/ˈbrītwərk/






noun




polished metalwork on ships or vehicles.













Brigid, St.

 
/ˈbrijəd, brēd/






see Bridget, St.
 1










brill

 
/bril/





I.
 
noun




a European flatfish that resembles a turbot.

[
Scophthalmus rhombus

 , family 
Scophthalmidae

 (or 
Bothidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin.





brilliance

 
/ˈbrilyəns /

 
brilliancy






noun



1.
 
intense brightness of light




•
 
the nights were dark, lit only by the brilliance of Aegean stars.










2.
 
vividness of color.




3.
 
exceptional talent or intelligence




•
 
he's played the stock market with great brilliance.




















brilliant

 
/ˈbrilyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of light or color) very bright and radiant.




2.
 
exceptionally clever or talented




•
 
a brilliant young mathematician




•
 
a brilliant idea.










3.
 
outstanding; impressive




•
 
his brilliant career at Harvard.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very good, excellent, or marvelous




•
 
we had a brilliant time




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
“Brilliant!” he declared excitedly as she finished telling him what had happened.














II.
 
noun




a diamond of brilliant cut.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
brillant

 ‘shining,’ present participle of 
briller

 , from Italian 
brillare

 , probably from Latin 
beryllus

 (see beryl
 ).





brilliant cut






noun




a circular cut for diamonds and other gemstones in the form of two many-faceted pyramids joined at their bases, the upper one truncated near its apex.













brilliantine

 
/ˈbrilyənˌtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 scented oil used on men's hair to make it look glossy.




2.
 


(US)

 shiny dress fabric made from cotton and mohair or cotton and worsted.








II.
 
derivatives





brilliantined






adjective





brilliantine
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
brillantine

 , from 
brillant

 ‘shining’ (see brilliant
 ).





brilliantly

 
/ˈbrilēən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very bright or dazzling way




•
 
the brilliantly hued orchid




•
 
at night the town was brilliantly lit.










2.
 
in an exceptionally clever or talented way




•
 
this fight was brilliantly choreographed.










3.
 
in an impressive or outstanding way




•
 
she succeeded brilliantly.



















Brillo

 
/ˈbrilō /

 
Brillo pad





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 denoting hair that is wiry or tightly curled.











– origin

 from the trademark 
Brillo

 , used for soaped, steel-wool scouring pads.






brim

 
/brim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the projecting edge around the bottom of a hat




•
 
a soft hat with a turned-up brim.










2.
 
the upper edge or lip of a cup, bowl, or other container




•
 
tankards frothing 
to the brim

 .














II.
 
verb

 — (often as 
adj.

 
brimming

 )


1.
 
fill or be full to the point of overflowing


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a brimming cup




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
seawater brimmed the riverbanks.










2.
 
fill something so completely as almost to spill out of it




•
 
large tears brimmed in her eyes.










3.
 
be possessed by or full of feelings or thoughts




•
 
he is 
brimming with

 ideas.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brimmed

 
/brimd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 :]


•
 
a wide-brimmed hat



















2.
 
brimless

 
/ˈbrimləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the edge of the sea or other body of water): perhaps related to German 
Bräme

 ‘trimming.’





brimful

 
/ˈbrimfo͝ol/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
filled with something to the point of overflowing




•
 
a jug brimful of custard.



















brimstone

 
/ˈbrimˌstōn/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 sulfur.








II.
 
phrases





fire and brimstone






see fire
 .















– origin

 late Old English 
brynstān

 , probably from 
bryne

 ‘burning’ + 
stān

 ‘stone.’





brindle

 
/ˈbrindl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brownish or tawny color of animal fur, with streaks of other color.




2.
 
an animal with a brindled coat.








II.
 
adjective




(especially of domestic animals) brownish or tawny with streaks of other color




•
 
a brindle pup.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: back-formation from 
brindled

 , alteration of Middle English 
brinded

 in the same sense, probably of Scandinavian origin.






brine

 
/brīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
water saturated or strongly impregnated with salt.




2.
 
seawater




•
 
dolphins and whales can't help taking in the odd gulp of brine as they swallow a fish.










3.
 
a solution of salt and water in which food is preserved




•
 
the classic dirty martini includes a few drops of olive brine.










4.
 


‹technical›

 a strong solution of a salt or salts




•
 
these brines percolated downward.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
brined

 )


1.
 
soak in or saturate with salty water




•
 
brined anchovies.

















– origin

 Old English 
brīne

 , of unknown origin.





Brinell hardness test

 
/briˌnel ˈhärdnis ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test to determine the hardness of metals and alloys by hydraulically pressing a steel ball into the metal and measuring the resulting indentation.











– origin

 named for Johan August 
Brinell

 (1849–1925), Swedish engineer.





brine shrimp






noun




a small fairy shrimp that lives in brine pools and salt lakes and is used as food for aquarium fish.

[
Artemia salina

 , class 
Branchiopoda

 .]














bring

 
/briNG/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — come to a place with (someone or something)




•
 
she brought Luke home from the hospital




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
Liz brought her a glass of water.










2.
 
cause (someone or something) to come to a place




•
 
what brings you here?




•
 
a felony case brought before a jury




•
 


‹figurative›

 his inner confidence has 
brought

 him 
through

 his ordeal.










3.
 
make (someone or something) move in a particular direction or way




•
 
he brought his hands out of his pockets




•
 
heavy rain 
brought down

 part of the ceiling.










4.
 
cause (something)




•
 
the bad weather brought famine




•
 
her letter 
brought forth

 a torrent of criticism.










5.
 
cause (someone or something) to be in or change to a particular state or condition




•
 
I'll give you some aspirin to 
bring down

 his temperature




•
 
his approach 
brought

 him 
into

 conflict with government.










6.
 
(
bring someone in

 )
 — involve (someone) in a particular activity




•
 
he has brought in a consultant.










7.
 
initiate (legal action) against someone




•
 
riot and conspiracy charges should 
be brought against

 them.










8.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
bring oneself to do something

 )
 — force oneself to do something unpleasant or distressing




•
 
she could not bring herself to mention it.










9.
 
cause someone to receive (an amount of money) as income or profit




•
 
two important Chippendale lots brought $10,000 each




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
five more novels brought him $150,000.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring home the bacon






see bacon
 .









2.
 
bring something home to someone






see home
 .









3.
 
bring the house down






make an audience respond with great enthusiasm, typically as shown by their laughter or applause.









4.
 
bring something into play






cause something to begin operating or to have an effect; activate.









5.
 
bring it (on)








‹informal›

 used to express confidence in meeting a challenge




•
 
if you want to fight me so bad, bring it on!















6.
 
bring something to bear





a.
 
exert influence or pressure so as to cause a particular result




•
 
he was released after pressure had been brought to bear by the aid agencies.










b.
 
aim a weapon




•
 
he brought his rifle to bear on a distant target.















7.
 
bring someone to book






see book
 .









8.
 
bring something to light






see light
 1
 .









9.
 
bring someone/something to mind






cause one to remember or think of someone or something




•
 
all that marble brought to mind a mausoleum.















10.
 
bring something to pass








‹chiefly literary›

 cause something to happen.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bring something about





a.
 
cause something to happen




•
 
she brought about a revolution.










b.
 
cause a ship to head in a different direction.









2.
 
bring something back





a.
 
cause something to return.




b.
 
reintroduce something




•
 
bringing back capital punishment would solve nothing.















3.
 
bring someone down





a.
 
cause someone to fall over, especially by tackling them during a football game or rugby match.




b.
 
cause someone to lose power




•
 
the vote will not bring down the government.










c.
 
make someone unhappy.









4.
 
bring someone/something down





a.
 
cause an animal or person to fall over by shooting them.




b.
 
cause an aircraft or bird to fall from the sky by shooting it.









5.
 
bring something forth








‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 give birth to




•
 
why does Elsbeth not bring forth a child?















6.
 
bring something forward





a.
 
move a meeting or event to an earlier date or time.




b.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
brought forward

 )
 — in bookkeeping, transfer a total sum from the bottom of one page to the top of the next




•
 
a profit and loss balance brought forward of $5,000,000.










c.
 
propose a plan, subject, or idea for consideration.









7.
 
bring something in





a.
 
introduce something, especially a new law or product




•
 
Congress brought in reforms to prevent abuse of presidential power.










b.
 
make or earn a particular amount of money




•
 
their fund-raising efforts have brought in more than $1 million.










c.
 
(of a jury) give a decision in court




•
 
the jury brought in a unanimous verdict.















8.
 
bring someone off





a.
 
be rescued from a ship in difficulties.




b.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 give someone or oneself an orgasm.









9.
 
bring something off






achieve something successfully




•
 
a good omelet is very hard to bring off.















10.
 
bring someone on






encourage someone who is learning something to develop or improve at a faster rate.









11.
 
bring something on





a.
 
cause something, typically something unpleasant, to occur or develop




•
 
ulcers are not brought on by a rich diet.










b.
 
(
bring something on/upon

 )
 — be responsible for something, typically something unpleasant, that happens to oneself or someone else




•
 
the doom that he has 
brought upon himself

 .















12.
 
bring someone out





a.
 
encourage one to feel more confident or sociable




•
 
she needs friends to 
bring

 her 
out of herself

 .










b.
 
introduce (a young woman) formally into society.




c.
 
introduce (a homosexual) into the homosexual subculture.









13.
 
bring something out





a.
 
produce and launch a new product or publication




•
 
the band is bringing out a video.










b.
 
make something more evident; emphasize something




•
 
the shawl brings out the color of your eyes




•
 
he 
brought out the best in

 his team.















14.
 
bring someone around





a.
 
restore someone to consciousness.




b.
 
persuade someone to do something, especially to adopt one's own point of view




•
 
my wife has brought me around to eating broiled grouper.















15.
 
bring someone to






restore someone to consciousness.









16.
 
bring something to






cause a boat to stop, especially by turning into the wind.









17.
 
bring up






(chiefly of a ship) come to a stop.









18.
 
bring someone up





a.
 
look after a child until it is an adult.




b.
 
(
be brought up

 )
 — be taught as a child to adopt particular behavior or attitudes




•
 
he had been brought up to believe that marriage was forever.















19.
 
bring something up





a.
 
vomit something.




b.
 
raise a matter for discussion or consideration




•
 
she tried repeatedly to bring up the subject of marriage.


















IV.
 
derivatives





bringer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bringan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
brengen

 and German 
bringen

 .





bringdown

 
/ˈbriNGdoun/






noun




a disappointment or letdown; comedown.













brinicle

 
/ˈbrīnək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a long, tapering vertical tube of ice formed in the sea around a plume of very cold seawater produced by a developing ice sheet




•
 
an unprecedented time-lapse shot underwater records the growth of a brinicle—an ice stalactite progressing downward toward the seabed.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of brine
 and icicle
 .





brink

 
/briNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extreme edge of land before a steep or vertical slope




•
 


the brink of

 the cliffs.










2.
 
a point at which something, typically something unwelcome, is about to happen; the verge




•
 
the country was 
on the brink of

 a constitutional crisis.




•
 
a hapless dictator teetering on the brink.

















– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin.





Brink, André

 
/briNGk/






(1935–2015), South African novelist, short-story writer, and playwright. His anti-apartheid 
Looking on Darkness

 (1973) became the first novel in Afrikaans to be banned by the South African government. Other notable works: the novel 
A Dry White Season

 (1979) and the memoir 
A Fork in the Road

 (2009).









Brinkley, David

 
/ˈbriNGklē/






(1920–2003), US news commentator. He reported news for NBC 1951–81, co-anchoring 
The Huntley-Brinkley Report

 1956–70 with Chet Huntley. He anchored ABC's 
This Week

 1981–97.









brinkmanship

 
/ˈbriNGkmənˌSHip /

 
brinksmanship






noun




the art or practice of pursuing a dangerous policy to the limits of safety before stopping, typically in politics.













briny

 
/ˈbrīnē/





I.
 
adjective




of salty water or the sea; salty




•
 
the briny tang of the scallops.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the briny

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the sea.













brio

 
/ˈbrēō/





I.
 
noun




vigor or vivacity of style or performance




•
 
she told her story with some brio.







See also con brio
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian.






brioche

 
/brēˈōSH brēˈôSH/





I.
 
noun




a light, sweet yeast bread typically in the form of a small, round roll.











– origin

 French, from Norman French 
brier

 , synonym of 
broyer

 , literally ‘split up into very small pieces by pressure;’ related to bray
 2
 .





briquette

 
/brəˈket /

 
briquet





I.
 
noun




a block of compressed charcoal or coal dust used as fuel.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
brique

 ‘brick.’






bris

 
/bris/






noun




the Jewish ceremony of circumcision.

Also called brith
 .













Brisbane

 
/ˈbrizbən ˈbrizˌbān/





I.
 
the capital of Queensland, Australia; pop. 1,945,639 (2008). It was founded in 1824 as a penal colony.







– origin

 named after Sir Thomas 
Brisbane

 (1773–1860), governor of New South Wales 1821–25.





brisé

 
/brēˈzā/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a jump in which the dancer sweeps one leg into the air to the side while jumping off the other, brings both legs together in the air and beats them before landing.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘broken.’





brise-soleil

 
/ˌbrēzsōˈlā/





I.
 
noun




a device, such as a perforated screen or louvers, for shutting out direct or excessive sunlight.











– origin

 French, literally ‘sun-breaker.’





brisk

 
/brisk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
active, fast, and energetic




•
 
a good brisk walk




•
 
business appeared to be brisk.










2.
 
(of the weather or wind) cold but fresh and enlivening.




3.
 
sharp or abrupt




•
 
the brisk, dismissive nod of her head.














II.
 
derivatives





briskness

 
/ˈbrisknəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from French 
brusque

 (see brusque
 ).





brisket

 
/ˈbriskit/





I.
 
noun




meat cut from the breast of an animal, typically a cow.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old Norse 
brjósk

 ‘cartilage, gristle.’





briskly

 
/ˈbrisklē/






adverb



1.
 
in an active, quick, or energetic way




•
 
she walked briskly into the building




•
 
tickets have been selling briskly.










2.
 
in an impatient or brusque way




•
 
"we've never dated, if that's what you're asking," she replied briskly.










3.
 
in a cold but pleasantly invigorating way




•
 
the wind blew fairly briskly




•
 
we spent our day swimming in the briskly cold water.



















brisling

 
/ˈbrizliNG ˈbrisliNG/





I.
 
noun




a sprat, typically one seasoned and smoked in Norway and sold in a can.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Norwegian and Danish.





bristle

 
/ˈbrisəl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
bristles

 )


1.
 
a short stiff hair, typically one of those on an animal's skin, a man's face, or a plant.




2.
 
a stiff animal hair, or a man-made substitute, used to make a brush




•
 
a toothbrush with nylon bristles




•
 
the heads are made with natural bristle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of hair or fur) stand upright away from the skin, especially in anger or fear




•
 
the hair on the back of his neck bristled.










2.
 
make one's hair or fur stand on end




•
 
the cat bristled in annoyance.










3.
 
react angrily or defensively, typically by drawing oneself up




•
 
she 
bristled at

 his rudeness.










4.
 
(
bristle with

 )
 — be covered with or abundant in




•
 
the roof bristled with antennas.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
byrst

 (of Germanic origin, related to German 
Borste

 ) + -le
 1
 .





bristlecone pine

 
/ˌbrisəlkōn ˈpīn/






noun




a very long-lived shrubby pine of western North America. It has been used in dendrochronology to correct radiocarbon dating.

[
Pinus longaeva

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













bristle fern






noun




a filmy fern with hairlike bristles protruding from the spore-containing bodies. Most bristle ferns have delicate fronds and live in damp shady places, chiefly in tropical areas.

[Genus 
Trichomanes

 , family 
Hymenophyllaceae

 .]













bristletail

 
/ˈbrisəlˌtāl/






noun




a small wingless insect that has bristles at the end of the abdomen.

[Orders 
Thysanura

 (the 
true bristletails

 , with three bristles, including the silverfish) and 
Diplura

 (the 
two-pronged bristletails

 ), subclass 
Apterygota

 .]













bristle worm






noun




a marine annelid worm that has a segmented body with numerous bristles on the fleshy lobes of each segment.

Also called polychaete
 . [Class 
Polychaeta

 : numerous species, including ragworms, lugworms, fan worms, and their relatives.]













bristling

 
/ˈbris(ə)liNG/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of hair) close-set, stiff, and spiky




•
 
a bristling beard.










2.
 
aggressively brisk or tense




•
 
he fills the screen with a restless, bristling energy.



















bristly

 
/ˈbrislē/






adjective



1.
 
(of hair or foliage) having a stiff and prickly texture.




2.
 
covered with short stiff hairs




•
 
he rubbed his bristly chin.




















Bristol

 
/ˈbristl/





I.
 
a city in southwestern England; pop. 374,000 (est. 2009). It is located on the Avon River about 6 miles (10 km) from the Bristol Channel.




II.
 
an industrial city and township in west central Connecticut; pop. 60,927 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a township in southeastern Pennsylvania, on the Delaware River; pop. 53,847 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
an industrial city in eastern Tennessee; pop. 25,817 (est. 2008).









Bristol board

 
/ˈbristl ˌbô(ə)rd/





I.
 
noun




fine, smooth pasteboard used for drawing or cutting.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the city of Bristol
 in southwestern England.





Bristol Channel






a wide inlet of the Atlantic Ocean between South Wales and the southwestern peninsula of England that narrows into the estuary of the River Severn.









Brit

 
/brit /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a British person.








II.
 
adjective




British.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






Britain

 
/ˈbritn/





I.
 
an island that consists of England, Wales, and Scotland. The name is broadly synonymous with Great Britain, but the longer form is more usual for the political unit.

See also Great Britain
 , United Kingdom
 .







– origin

 Old English 
Breoton

 , from Latin 
Brittones

 ‘Britons,’ superseded in Middle English by forms from Old French 
Bretaigne

 (from Latin 
Brit(t)annia

 ).






Britannia

 
/briˈtanyə/





I.
 
the personification of Britain, usually depicted as a helmeted woman with shield and trident. The figure had appeared on Roman coins and was revived with the name Britannia on the coinage of Charles II.







– origin

 the Latin name for Britain
 .





Britannia metal

 
/briˈtanyə ˈmedl/






noun




a silvery alloy consisting of tin with about 5–15 percent antimony and typically some copper, lead, or zinc.













Britannic

 
/briˈtanik/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 (usually in names or titles) of Britain or the British Empire




•
 
he answered His Britannic Majesty's call to arms.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
Britannicus

 , from 
Britannia

 (see Britannia
 ).





britches

 
/ˈbriCHiz/





I.
 
plural noun




variant spelling of breeches
 .








II.
 
phrases





too big for one's britches






see big
 .

















Britcom

 
/ˈbritˌkäm/





I.
 
noun




a British comedy, especially a television series




•
 
we went dressed as Edina and Patsy from our favorite Britcom.

















– origin

 1970s: on the pattern of 
sitcom

 .






brith

 
/bris, brit/





I.
 
noun




another term for bris
 .











– origin

 For 
brith milah

 , from Hebrew 
berit mila

 ‘covenant of circumcision’ (Gen 17:9–10).





Briticism

 
/ˈbridəˌsizəm /

 
Britishism





I.
 
noun




an idiom used in Britain but not in other English-speaking countries.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from British
 , on the pattern of words such as 
Gallicism

 .






British

 
/ˈbridiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Great Britain or the United Kingdom, or to its people or language.




2.
 
of the British Commonwealth or (formerly) the British Empire.








II.
 
noun

 — (as 
plural noun

 
the British

 )


1.
 
the British people.











– origin

 Old English 
Brettisc

 ‘relating to the ancient Britons,’ from 
Bret

 ‘Briton,’ from Latin 
Britto

 , or its Celtic equivalent.





British Antarctic Territory

 
/ˈbridiSH anˈ(t)ärktik ˈterəˌtôrē/






that part of Antarctica claimed by Britain. It includes about 150,058 square miles (388,500 sq km) of the continent of Antarctica as well as the South Orkney and South Shetland islands in the South Atlantic Ocean.










British Broadcasting Corporation

 
/ˈbridiSH ˈbrôdˌkastiNG ˌkôrpəˈrāSHən /

 
BBC





I.
 
a public corporation for radio and television broadcasting in Britain.





The BBC was established in 1927 by royal charter and held a monopoly until the introduction of the first commercial TV station in 1954. It is financed by the sale of television viewing licenses rather than by revenue from advertising and has an obligation to remain impartial in its reporting.





British Columbia

 
/ˌbridiSH kəˈləmbēə/






a province on the western coast of Canada; pop. 4,113,487 (2006); capital, Victoria. Formed in 1866 by the union of Vancouver Island and the mainland area, then called New Caledonia, the province includes the Queen Charlotte Islands.









British Commonwealth






see commonwealth
 (
sense

 2).









British Empire





I.
 
a former empire consisting of Great Britain and its possessions, dominions, and dependencies.





Colonization of North America and domination of India began in the 17th century. A series of small colonies, mostly in the West Indies, was gained during the late 17th–early 19th centuries, and Australia, New Zealand, various parts of the Far East, and large areas of Africa were added in the 19th century. Self-government was granted to Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa in the mid 19th century, and most of the remaining colonies have gained independence since the end of World War II.





British English

 
/ˈˌbridiSH ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH/






noun




English as used in Great Britain, as distinct from that used elsewhere.













Britisher

 
/ˈbridiSHər/






noun






‹informal›

 (in North America and old-fashioned British English) a native or inhabitant of Britain.













British Expeditionary Force

 
BEF






a British force made available by the army reform of 1908 for service overseas against foreign countries. Such forces were sent to France at the outbreak of both world wars.









British India






that part of the Indian subcontinent administered by the British from 1765, when the East India Company acquired control over Bengal, until 1947, when India became independent and Pakistan was created.

See also India
 .









British Indian Ocean Territory






a British overseas territory in the Indian Ocean that consists of the islands of the Chagos Archipelago and (until 1976) some other groups that now belong to the Seychelles. Ceded to Britain by France in 1814, the islands became a separate dependency in 1965.









British Isles

 
/ˈˌbridiSH ˈīlz/






a group of islands lying off the coast of northwestern Europe, from which they are separated by the North Sea and the English Channel. They include Britain, Ireland, the Isle of Man, the Isle of Wight, the Hebrides, the Orkney Islands, the Shetland Islands, the Scilly Isles, and the Channel Islands.









British Museum






a national museum of antiquities in Bloomsbury, London. Established with public funds in 1753, it includes among its holdings the Magna Carta, the Elgin Marbles, and the Rosetta Stone.









Britishness

 
/ˈbridiSHnəs/






noun




the quality of being British or of having characteristics regarded as typically British




•
 
the company's reputation and its Britishness had helped cement the deal




•
 
my Britishness comes out in my writing.



















British Somaliland






a former British protectorate that was established on the Somali coast of East Africa in 1884. In 1960, it united with a former Italian territory to create the independent republic of Somalia.









British thermal unit

 
Btu
 , BTU






noun




the amount of heat needed to raise one pound of water at maximum density through one degree Fahrenheit, equivalent to 1.055 × 103
 joules.













Briton

 
/ˈbritn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a citizen or native of Great Britain.




2.
 
a person of British descent.




3.
 
one of the people of southern Britain before and during Roman times.











– origin

 from Old French 
Breton

 , from Latin 
Britto

 , 
Britton-

 , or its Celtic equivalent.





Britpop

 
/ˈbritpäp/






noun




pop music by a loose affiliation of British groups of the mid 1990s, typically influenced by the Beatles and other British groups of the 1960s and perceived as a reaction against American grunge music.














Brittany

 
/ˈbrit(ə)nē/






a region and former duchy of northwestern France that forms a peninsula between the Bay of Biscay and the English Channel.

French name Bretagne
 .









Britten, Benjamin

 
/ˈbritn/






(1913–76), English composer, pianist, and conductor; full name 
Edward Benjamin Britten, Lord Britten of Aldeburgh

 . Notable operas: 
Peter Grimes

 (1945), 
A Midsummer Night's Dream

 (1960), and 
Death in Venice

 (1973).









brittle

 
/ˈbridl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
hard but liable to break or shatter easily




•
 
her bones became fragile and brittle.










2.
 
(of a sound, especially a person's voice) unpleasantly hard and sharp and showing signs of instability or nervousness




•
 
a brittle laugh.










3.
 
(of a person or behavior) appearing aggressive or hard but unstable or nervous within




•
 
her manner was artificially bright and brittle.














II.
 
noun




a candy made from nuts and set melted sugar




•
 
peanut brittle.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brittlely

 
brittly






adverb













2.
 
brittleness

 
/ˈbridlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English, ultimately of Germanic origin and related to Old English 
brēotan

 ‘break up.’





brittle bone disease






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 another term for osteogenesis imperfecta
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 another term for osteoporosis
 .














brittle fern






noun




another term for bladder fern
 .













brittle fracture






noun




fracture of a metal or other material occurring without appreciable prior plastic deformation.













brittlestar

 
/ˈbridlˌstär/






noun




an echinoderm related to the starfish, with long, thin, flexible arms radiating from a small central disk.

[Class 
Ophiuroidea

 : 
Ophiura

 and other genera.]













Brittonic

 
/brəˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective, noun




variant of Brythonic
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
Britto

 , 
Britton-

 ‘Briton’ + -ic
 .





britzka

 
/ˈbriCHkə, ˈbrits- /

 
britzska





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an open carriage with calash top and space for reclining.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Polish 
bryczka

 .





Brix scale

 
/ˈbriks ˌskāl/





I.
 
noun




a hydrometer scale for measuring the amount of sugar in a solution at a given temperature.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: the name of A. F. W. 
Brix

 (1798–1890), German scientist.





Brno

 
/ˈbərnō/






an industrial city in the Czech Republic; pop. 366,812 (2007).










bro

 
/brō/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for brother
 :




•
 
his baby bro.










2.
 
(
Bro.

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 Brother (used before a first name when referring in writing to a member of a religious order of men)




•
 
Bro. Felix.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a male friend (often used as a form of address)




•
 
they'd never choose a girl over their bros




•
 
not cool, bro.




•
 
you can lean on your close bros.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a young man, especially one who socializes primarily with his male peers and enjoys lively, unintellectual pursuits




•
 
shirtless bros with plaid shorts throwing frisbees.




•
 
lacrosse bros.




















broach1


 
/brōCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (a sensitive or difficult subject) for discussion




•
 
he broached the subject he had been avoiding all evening.










2.
 
pierce (a cask) to draw liquor.




3.
 
open and start using the contents of (a bottle or other container).




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fish or sea mammal) rise through the water and break the surface




•
 
the salmon broach, then fall to slap the water.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
brochier

 , based on Latin 
brocchus

 , 
broccus

 ‘projecting.’ The earliest recorded sense was ‘prick with spurs,’ part of the general meaning ‘pierce with something sharp,’ from which 
sense

 2 arose in late Middle English. 
Sense

 1, a figurative use of this, dates from the late 16th cent.





broach2


 
/brōCH /

 

‹Nautical›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (also 
broach to

 )


1.
 
(of a ship with the wind on the quarter) veer and pitch forward because of bad steering or a sea hitting the stern, causing it to present a side to the wind and sea, lose steerage, and possibly suffer serious damage




•
 
we had broached badly, side on to the wind and sea




•
 
the ship would have broached to if the captain had not sprung to the wheel.














II.
 
noun




a sudden and hazardous veering or pitching of a ship.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






broad

 
/brôd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an ample distance from side to side; wide




•
 
a broad staircase.










2.
 
(after a measurement) giving the distance from side to side




•
 
the valley is three miles long and half a mile broad.










3.
 
large in area; spacious




•
 
a broad expanse of prairie.










4.
 
covering a large number and wide scope of subjects or areas




•
 
a broad range of experience.










5.
 
having or incorporating a wide range of meanings, applications, or kinds of things; loosely defined




•
 
three broad categories of mutual funds.










6.
 
including or coming from many people of many kinds




•
 
broad support for the president's foreign policy.










7.
 
general; without detail




•
 
a broad outline of NATO's position.










8.
 
(of a hint) clear and unambiguous; not subtle




•
 
a broad hint.










9.
 
somewhat coarse and indecent




•
 
what we regard as broad or even bawdy is a fact of nature to him.










10.
 
(of a phonetic transcription) showing only meaningful distinctions in sound and ignoring minor details.




11.
 
(of a regional accent) very noticeable and strong




•
 
his broad Bronx accent.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a woman.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
broad in the beam






fat around the hips.









2.
 
in broad daylight






during the day, when it is light, and surprising or unexpected for this reason




•
 
the kidnapping took place in broad daylight.


















IV.
 
derivatives





broadness

 
/ˈbrôdnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
brād

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
breed

 and German 
breit

 .





broad arrow

 
/brôd ˈerō/






noun




a mark resembling a broad arrowhead, formerly used on British prison clothing, Navy timber, and other government property.













broadax

 
/ˈbrôdaks /

 
broadaxe






noun




an ax with a wide head and a short handle.













broadband

 
/ˈbrôdˌband/






noun




a high-capacity transmission technique using a wide range of frequencies, which enables a large number of messages to be communicated simultaneously




•
 
our ability to uplink on broadband has been curtailed




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
broadband applications such as video and live audio.



















broad-based

 
/ˌbrôdˈbāst/






adjective




wide-ranging; general




•
 
we expect to see broad-based support




•
 
broad-based knowledge




•
 
an introductory broad-based course.




















broad bean

 
/ˈbrôd ˈbēn/






noun



1.
 
a large edible flat green bean that is typically eaten without the pod.

Also called fava bean
 , horsebean
 .




2.
 
the plant that yields broad beans, often cultivated in gardens.

[
Vicia faba

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













broadbill

 
/ˈbrôdbil/






noun



1.
 
a small bird of the Old World tropics, with a stocky body, a large head, a flattened bill with a wide gape, and typically very colorful plumage.

[Family 
Eurylaimidae

 : several genera.]




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bird with a broad bill, especially a duck like the shoveler or the scaup.




3.
 
another term for swordfish
 .













broad-brush

 
/brôd brəSH/





I.
 
adjective




lacking in detail and subtlety




•
 
a broad-brush measure of inflation.














II.
 
noun




an approach characterized by a lack of detail or subtlety




•
 
it's obvious the Democrats and Republicans paint each other with a broad brush.




















broadcast

 
/ˈbrôdˌkast/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit (a program or some information) by radio or television




•
 
the announcement was broadcast live




•
 (as 
noun

 
broadcasting

 )
 
the 1920s saw the dawn of broadcasting.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in a radio or television transmission




•
 
the station broadcasts 24 hours a day.










3.
 
tell (something) to many people; make widely known




•
 
we don't want to broadcast our unhappiness to the world.










4.
 
scatter (seeds) by hand or machine rather than placing in drills or rows.








II.
 
noun




a radio or television program or transmission.








III.
 
adjective




of or relating to radio or television transmission




•
 
a broadcast journalist.














IV.
 
adverb




by scattering




•
 
green manure can be sown broadcast or in rows.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘sown by scattering’): from broad
 + the past participle of cast
 1
 . Senses relating to radio and television date from the early 20th cent.





broadcaster

 
/ˈbrôdkastər/






noun



1.
 
an organization that transmits a program or information by radio or television




•
 
the broadcaster aired the news item on Tuesday




•
 
radio and television broadcasters must accept some limits on their programming.










2.
 
a person who presents a radio or television transmission




•
 
the veteran broadcaster put everyone at their ease




•
 
he became a successful broadcaster.




















Broad Church

 
/ˈbrôd ˈCHərCH/






noun



1.
 
a tradition or group within the Anglican Church favoring a liberal interpretation of doctrine.




2.
 
a group, organization, or doctrine that allows for and caters to a wide range of opinions and people.













broadcloth

 
/ˈbrôdklôTH/





I.
 
noun




clothing fabric of fine twilled wool or worsted, or plain-woven cotton.











– origin

 late Middle English: originally denoting cloth made 72 inches wide, as opposed to ‘strait’ cloth, 36 inches wide. The term now implies quality rather than width.





broaden

 
/ˈbrôdn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become larger in distance from side to side; widen




•
 
her smile broadened




•
 
the river slowed and 
broadened out

 slightly.










2.
 
expand to encompass more people, ideas, or things




•
 
her interests broadened as she grew up




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
efforts to broaden classical music's appeal.














II.
 
phrases





broaden one's horizons






expand one's range of interests, activities, and knowledge.

















broad gauge






noun




a railroad gauge that is wider than the standard gauge of 56.5 inches (1.435 m).













broad jump

 
/brôd jəmp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for long jump
 .













broadleaf

 
/ˈbrôdˌlēf/





I.
 
adjective




another term for broadleaved
 .








II.
 
noun




a tree or plant with wide flat leaves.














broadleaved

 
/ˈbrôdˌlēvd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a tree or plant) having relatively wide, flat leaves rather than needles; nonconiferous.




2.
 
(of a wood or woodland) consisting of trees with wide, flat leaves




•
 
ancient broadleaved woodlands.



















broadloom

 
/ˈbrôdlo͞om/





I.
 
noun




carpet woven in wide widths




•
 
wall-to-wall broadloom.














II.
 
derivatives





broadloomed






adjective





















broadly

 
/ˈbrôdlē/






adverb



1.
 
in general and with the exception of minor details




•
 
the climate is broadly similar in the two regions.










2.
 
widely and openly




•
 
he was grinning broadly.



















broad-minded

 
/ˌbrôdˈmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




tolerant or liberal in one's views and reactions; not easily offended




•
 
a broad-minded approach to religion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
broad-mindedness






noun













2.
 
broad-mindedly






adverb





















broad pennant

 
broad pendant






noun




a short swallow-tailed pennant distinguishing the commodore's ship in a squadron.













broad-ranging






adjective




covering an extensive range




•
 
the questions were broad-ranging.



















broad reach

 

‹Sailing›






I.
 
noun




a point of sailing in which the wind blows over a boat's quarter, between the beam and the stern




•
 


on a broad reach

 they are magnificent craft.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sail on a broad reach.














broadsheet

 
/ˈbrôdˌSHēt/






noun



1.
 
a large piece of paper printed on one side only with information; a broadside.




2.
 
(also 
broadsheet newspaper

 )
 — a newspaper with a large format regarded as more serious and less sensationalist than tabloids.













broad-shouldered

 
/ˌbrôdˈSHōldərd/






adjective




(of a person) having broad shoulders that do not slope




•
 
tall and broad-shouldered, he suddenly seemed very appealing.



















broadside

 
/ˈbrôdˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a nearly simultaneous firing of all the guns from one side of a warship.




2.
 
a strongly worded critical attack




•
 


broadsides against

 political correctness.










3.
 
the set of guns that can fire on each side of a warship.




4.
 
the side of a ship above the water between the bow and quarter.




5.
 
a sheet of paper printed on one side only, forming one large page




•
 
a broadside of Lee's farewell address.







Also called broadsheet
 .








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
with the side turned to a particular thing




•
 
the yacht was drifting 
broadside to

 the wind.










2.
 
on the side




•
 
her car was hit broadside by another vehicle.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 collide with the side of (a vehicle)




•
 
I had to skid my bike sideways to avoid broadsiding her.



















broad-spectrum

 
/brôd ˈspektrəm/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting antibiotics, pesticides, etc., effective against a large variety of organisms.













broadsword

 
/ˈbrôdsôrd/






noun




a sword with a wide blade, used for cutting rather than thrusting.













broadtail

 
/ˈbrôdtāl/






noun



1.
 
a karakul sheep.




2.
 
the fleece or wool from a karakul lamb.













broadway

 
/ˈbrôdwā/






noun




(usually in names) a large open or main road.














Broadway

 
/ˈbrôdwā/






a street that runs the length of Manhattan in New York City. It is famous for its theaters, and its name has become synonymous with show business. It is also known as the Great White Way, in reference to its brilliant street illuminations.









broast

 
/brōst/






verb






(N. Amer.)

 prepare food using a cooking process that combines broiling and roasting


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
broasted chicken.



















Brobdingnagian

 
/ˌbräbdiNGˈnaɡēən/





I.
 
adjective




gigantic.








II.
 
noun




a giant.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from 
Brobdingnag

 , the name given by Swift (in 
Gulliver's Travels

 ) to a land where everything is of huge size, + -ian
 .





brocade

 
/brəˈkād/





I.
 
noun




a rich fabric, usually silk, woven with a raised pattern, typically with gold or silver thread


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a heavy brocade curtain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brocaded






adjective













2.
 
brocading






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese 
brocado

 (influenced by French 
brocart

 ), from Italian 
broccato

 , from 
brocco

 ‘twisted thread.’





Broca's area

 
/ˈbrōkəz ˌerēə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a region of the brain concerned with the production of speech, located in the cortex of the dominant frontal lobe. Damage in this area causes 
Broca's aphasia

 , characterized by hesitant and fragmented speech with little grammatical structure.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after P. Paul 
Broca

 (1824–80), French surgeon.





brocciflower

 
/ˈbräkəˌflou(ə)r /

 
broccoflower





I.
 
noun




a light green vegetable that is a cross between broccoli and cauliflower.











– origin

 blend of 
broccoli

 and 
cauliflower

 .





broccoli

 
/ˈbräk(ə)lē/





I.
 
noun




a cabbage of a variety similar to the cauliflower, bearing heads of green or purplish flower buds. It is widely cultivated as a vegetable.

[There are several kinds of broccoli, in particular those in the “Italica” group.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, plural of 
broccolo

 ‘cabbage sprout, head,’ diminutive of 
brocco

 ‘shoot,’ based on Latin 
brocchus

 , 
broccus

 ‘projecting.’





broccolini

 
/ˌbräkəˈlēnē/






noun






‹trademark›

 a vegetable that is a hybrid of broccoli and kale, with small florets on slender stalks.














broccoli rabe

 
/ˌbräk(ə)lē ˈräb /

 
broccoli raab






noun




a vegetable related to the turnip, grown for its broccoli-like buds and bitter-flavored greens.

Also called rapini
 .













brochette

 
/brōˈSHet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a skewer or spit on which chunks of meat or fish are barbecued, grilled, or roasted




•
 
beef and lamb 
en brochette

 .










2.
 
a dish of skewered meat or fish chunks, grilled or roasted.











– origin

 French, diminutive of 
broche

 (see broach
 1
 ).





brochure

 
/brōˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a small book or magazine containing pictures and information about a product or service.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘something stitched,’ from 
brocher

 ‘to stitch’ (see broach
 1
 ).





brochureware

 
/brōˈSHo͝orˌwer/






noun




websites or web pages produced by converting a company's printed marketing or advertising material into an Internet format.













Brock, Lou

 
/bräk/






(1939–), US baseball player. An outfielder, he played for the Chicago Cubs 1961–64 and the St. Louis Cardinals 1964—79. Baseball Hall of Fame (1985).









Brocken

 
/ˈbräkən/






a mountain in northern central Germany, in the Harz Mountains, that rises to 3,747 feet (1,143 m). It is noted for the optical phenomenon of the Brocken specter, in which a greatly enlarged image appears projected on clouds, and for witches' revels that reputedly took place here on Walpurgis night.









brocket

 
/ˈbräkət /

 
brocket deer





I.
 
noun




a small deer with short, straight antlers, found in Central and South America.

[Genus 
Mazama

 , family 
Cervidae

 : four species.]











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting any red deer stag in its second year, with straight antlers): from Anglo-Norman French 
broquet

 , diminutive of 
broque

 , variant of 
broche

 (see brooch
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





Brockton

 
/ˈbräktən/






an industrial city in southeastern Massachusetts, south of Boston, noted especially for shoe manufacture; pop. 93,007 (est. 2008).









broderie anglaise

 
/brōdərēˈôːNGɡlāz/





I.
 
noun




open embroidery, typically in white floral patterns, on fine white cotton or linen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘English embroidery.’





Brodsky, Joseph

 
/ˈbrädskē, ˈbrät-/






(1940–96), US poet; born in Russia; born 
Iosif Aleksandrovich Brodsky

 ; US poet laureate 1991. Writing both in Russian and in English, he was noted for his collection 
The End of a Beautiful Era

 (1977). Nobel Prize for Literature (1987).









Broederbond

 
/ˈbrōdərˌbänd/





I.
 
a largely secret society in South Africa (founded in 1918) promoting the interests of and restricted in membership to male, Protestant Afrikaners.







– origin

 Afrikaans, from 
broeder

 ‘brother’ + 
bond

 ‘league.’





brogan

 
/ˈbroɡən/





I.
 
noun




a coarse, stout leather shoe reaching to the ankle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Irish 
brógán

 , Scottish Gaelic 
brógan

 , literally ‘small brogue.’






brogue1


 
/brōɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong outdoor shoe with ornamental perforated patterns in the leather.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a rough shoe of untanned leather, formerly worn in parts of Ireland and the Scottish Highlands.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
bróg

 , from Old Norse 
brók

 (related to breech
 ).





brogue2


 
/brōɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a marked accent, especially Irish or Scottish, when speaking English




•
 
a fine Irish brogue




•
 
a sweet lilt of brogue in her voice.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps allusively from brogue
 1
 , referring to the rough footwear of Irish peasants.





bro hug






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 another term for man hug
 .













broider

 
/ˈbroidər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 ornament with embroidery.













broigus

 
/ˈbroiɡəs /

 
broiges
 , broyges





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in Jewish use) a bitter dispute or feud




•
 
there was a rift between my grandfather and a cousin that translated into a big family broigus.

















– origin

 from Yiddish 
broyges

 ‘dispute, quarrel’ (as noun), ‘angry’ (as adjective), from Hebrew 
bĕ-rōgez

 ‘in anger.’






broil1


 
/broil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cook (meat or fish) by exposure to direct, intense radiant heat




•
 
he broiled a wedge of sea bass




•
 (as 
adj.

 
broiled

 )
 
a broiled sirloin steak.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 become very hot, especially from the sun




•
 
the countryside lay broiling in the sun.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘burn, char’): from Old French 
bruler

 ‘to burn,’ of unknown origin.





broil2


 
/broil/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a quarrel or a commotion.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from obsolete 
broil

 ‘to muddle’ Compare with embroil
 .





broiler

 
/ˈbroilər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
broiler chicken

 )
 — a young chicken suitable for roasting, grilling, or barbecuing.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a gridiron, grill, or special part of a stove for broiling meat or fish.













broiling

 
/ˈbroiliNG/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 extremely hot; scorching




•
 
the women toil in the broiling sun.



















broke

 
/brōk/





I.
 
past (and archaic past participle) of break
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 having completely run out of money




•
 
many farmers went broke.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go for broke








‹informal›

 risk everything in an all-out effort.









2.
 
if it ain't broke, don't fix it








‹informal›

 if something is reasonably successful or effective, there is no need to change or replace it




•
 
Stick with the plan! If it ain't broke don't fix it.























broken

 
/ˈbrōkən/





I.
 
verb




past participle of break
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having been fractured or damaged and no longer in one piece or in working order




•
 
a broken arm.










2.
 
(of a relationship) ended, such as through infidelity




•
 
a broken marriage.










3.
 
disrupted or divided




•
 
broken families.










4.
 
(of an agreement or promise) not observed by one of the parties involved.




5.
 
(of a person) having given up all hope; despairing




•
 
he went to his grave a broken man.










6.
 
having breaks or gaps in continuity




•
 
a broken white line across the road.










7.
 
(of speech or a language) spoken falteringly, as if overcome by emotion, or with many mistakes, as by a foreigner




•
 
a young man talking in broken Italian.










8.
 
having an uneven and rough surface




•
 
broken ground.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brokenly

 
/ˈbrōk(ə)nlē /






adverb













2.
 
brokenness






noun





















Broken Arrow






a city in northeastern Oklahoma, southeast of Tulsa; pop. 92,931 (est. 2008).









broken chord

 
/ˈbrōkən kô(ə)rd/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 a chord in which the notes are played successively




•
 
the second entry is a straight broken-chord figure.



















broken-down

 
/ˈbrōkən ˈˌdoun/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
worn out and dilapidated by age, use, or ill-treatment




•
 
a broken-down car.










2.
 
(of a machine or vehicle) not functioning due to a mechanical failure.




3.
 
(of a horse) with serious damage to the legs, in particular the tendons, caused by excessive strain.













broken-field

 
/ˈbrōkənˌfēld /

 

‹Football›







adjective



1.
 
relating to or occurring in the area beyond the line of scrimmage where defenders are relatively scattered




•
 
a broken-field run.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a movement) with starts, stops, and changes of direction, in the manner of a broken-field ballcarrier




•
 
a broken-field chase.



















broken heart






noun




used in reference to a state of extreme grief or sorrow, typically caused by the death of a loved one or the ending of a romantic relationship




•
 
he never spoke about his son's disappearance and friends said that he 
died of a broken heart






•
 
she's been nursing a broken heart since splitting up with her fiancé.



















broken-hearted

 
/ˈˌbrōkən ˈˌhärdəd/






adjective




overwhelmed by grief or disappointment.













broken heart syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by sudden dysfunction of part of the left ventricle of the heart, accompanied by symptoms resembling those of a heart attack but occurring in the absence of significant coronary artery disease. Typically attributed to stressful events, the condition is usually transient




•
 
patients with broken heart syndrome often complain of chest pain and shortness of breath.




















Broken Hill





I.
 
a town in New South Wales in Australia, a center of lead, silver, and zinc mining; pop. 20,001 (2008).




II.
 
former name (1904–65) for Kabwe
 .









broken home

 
/ˈbrōkən hōm/






noun




a family in which the parents are divorced or separated.













broken record

 


‹Brit.›

 stuck record





I.
 
noun




used, especially in similes, to refer to a person's constant and annoying repetition of a particular statement or opinion




•
 
at the risk of 
sounding like a broken record

 , let me repeat: it will be difficult to do well without attending classes regularly.

















– origin

 1940s: with reference to a scratched phonograph record that sticks at a particular point when played and constantly repeats the same passage.





broken wind

 
/ˌbrōkən ˈwind/





I.
 
noun




another term for COPD
 in horses.








II.
 
derivatives





broken-winded

 
/ˌbrōk(ə)nˈwindid /






adjective





















broker

 
/ˈbrōkər/





I.
 
noun




a person who buys and sells goods or assets for others.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange or negotiate (a settlement, deal, or plan)




•
 
fighting continued despite attempts to broker a ceasefire.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a retailer or peddler): from Anglo-Norman French 
brocour

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





brokerage

 
/ˈbrōk(ə)rij/






noun



1.
 
the business or service of acting as a broker.




2.
 
a fee or commission charged by a broker




•
 
a revenue of $1,400 less a sales brokerage of $12.50.










3.
 
a company that buys or sells goods or assets for clients.














broker-dealer






noun




a brokerage firm that buys and sells securities on its own account as a principal before selling the securities to customers.













brolga

 
/ˈbrälɡə/





I.
 
noun




a large gray Australian crane that has an elaborate courtship display that involves much leaping, wing-flapping, and trumpeting.

[
Grus rubicundus

 , family 
Gruidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Kamilaroi 
burralga

 (also found in other Aboriginal languages).





bromance

 
/ˈbrōˌmans/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a close but nonsexual relationship between two men.








II.
 
derivatives





bromantic






adjective



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of brother
 and romance
 .






Bromberg

 
/ˈbrämbərɡ/






German name for Bydgoszcz
 .









brome

 
/brōm/





I.
 
noun




an oatlike grass that is sometimes grown for fodder or ornamental purposes.

[Genus 
Bromus

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Bromus

 , from Greek 
bromos

 ‘oat.’





bromeliad

 
/brōˈmēlēˌad/





I.
 
noun




a plant native to tropical and subtropical America, typically having short stems with rosettes of stiff, usually spiny, leaves. Some kinds are epiphytic, and many are cultivated as houseplants.

[Family 
Bromeliaceae

 : 
Bromelia

 and other genera, and numerous species, including the pineapple and Spanish moss.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Bromelia

 (named by Linnaeus after Olaf 
Bromel

 (1639–1705), Swedish botanist) + -ad
 1
 .





bromic acid

 
/ˌbrōmik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a strongly oxidizing acid known only in aqueous solutions.

[Chem. formula: HBrO3
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





bromate

 
/ˈbrōˌmāt /






noun





















bromide

 
/ˈbrōmīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound of bromine with another element or group, especially a salt containing the anion Br–
 or an organic compound with bromine bonded to an alkyl radical.




2.
 
a trite and unoriginal idea or remark, typically intended to soothe or placate




•
 
feel-good bromides create the illusion of problem solving.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a sedative preparation containing potassium bromide.




4.
 
a reproduction or piece of typesetting on bromide paper.








II.
 
derivatives





bromidic

 
/brōˈmidik /






adjective





bromide
 (
sense

 2)





















bromide paper






noun




photographic printing paper coated with silver bromide emulsion.













brominate

 
/ˈbrōməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with bromine.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
brominated

 )
 — introduce one or more bromine atoms into a compound or molecule, usually in place of hydrogen




•
 
brominated flame retardants.














II.
 
derivatives





bromination

 
/ˌbrōməˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun






















bromine

 
/ˈbrōmēn/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Br

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 35, a dark red fuming toxic liquid with a choking, irritating smell. It is a member of the halogen group and occurs chiefly as salts in seawater and brines.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
brome

 , from Greek 
brōmos

 ‘a stink,’ + -ine
 4
 .





bromism

 
/ˈbrōˌmizəm/






noun






‹dated›

 a condition of dullness and weakness due to excessive intake of bromide sedatives.














bromo-

 
brom-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing bromine
 .













Brompton cocktail

 
/ˌbrämpt(ə)n ˈkäkˌtāl/





I.
 
noun




a powerful painkiller and sedative consisting of vodka or other liquor laced with morphine and sometimes also cocaine.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: said to be from the name of 
Brompton

 Hospital, London, where the mixture was invented for cancer patients.





bronc

 
/bräNGk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for bronco
 .













bronchi

 
/ˈbräNGˌkē ˈbräNGˌkī/






plural form of bronchus
 .









bronchia

 
/ˈbräNGkēə/






noun






‹rare›

 the ramifications of the two main bronchi in the lungs.













bronchial

 
/ˈbräNGkēəl/






adjective




of or relating to the bronchi or bronchioles




•
 
bronchial pneumonia.



















bronchial tree






noun




the branching system of bronchi and bronchioles conducting air from the windpipe into the lungs.













bronchial tube






noun




a bronchus or a primary branch off of one.













bronchiectasis

 
/ˌbräNGkēˈektəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal widening of the bronchi or their branches, causing a risk of infection.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
bronkhia

 (denoting the branches of the main bronchi) + 
ektasis

 ‘dilatation.’





bronchiole

 
/ˈbräNGkēˌōl/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 any of the minute branches into which a bronchus divides.








II.
 
derivatives





bronchiolar

 
/ˌbräNGkēˈōlər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
bronchiolus

 , 
bronchiolum

 , diminutives of late Latin 
bronchia

 , denoting the branches of the main bronchi.





bronchiolitis

 
/ˌbräNGkēəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the bronchioles.













bronchitis

 
/bräNGˈkīdəs/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the mucous membrane in the bronchial tubes. It typically causes bronchospasm and coughing.








II.
 
derivatives





bronchitic

 
/bräNGˈkidik /






adjective, noun





















bronchium

 
/ˈbräNGkēəm/






noun




a bronchial tube smaller than a bronchus and larger than a bronchiole.













broncho-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the bronchi




•
 
bronchopneumonia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
bronkho-

 , from 
bronkhos

 (see bronchus
 ).





bronchodilator

 
/ˌbräNGkōdīˈlādər ˌbräNGkōˈdīlādər/






noun






[Medicine]

 a drug that causes widening of the bronchi, e.g., any of those taken by inhalation for the alleviation of asthma.













bronchogenic

 
/ˌbräNGkōˈjenik/






adjective




of bronchial origin.













bronchopneumonia

 
/ˌbräNGkōn(y)o͝oˈmōnyə/






noun




inflammation of the lungs, arising in the bronchi or bronchioles.













bronchoscope

 
/ˈbräNGkəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a fiber-optic cable that is passed into the windpipe in order to view the bronchi.








II.
 
derivatives





bronchoscopy

 
/ˌbräNGˈkäskəpē /






noun





















bronchospasm

 
/ˈbräNGkəˌspazəm/






noun






[Medicine]

 spasm of bronchial smooth muscle producing narrowing of the bronchi.














bronchus

 
/ˈbräNGkəs/





I.
 
noun




any of the major air passages of the lungs that diverge from the windpipe.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek 
bronkhos

 ‘windpipe.’






bronco

 
/ˈbräNGkō/





I.
 
noun




a wild or half-tamed horse, especially of the western US.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘rough, rude.’






broncobuster

 
/ˈbräNGkōˌbəstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a cowboy who breaks in wild or half-tamed horses.













Brontë

 
/ˈbräntē, ˈbräntā ˈbrɑnteɪ/





I.
 
three English novelists.




II.
 


Charlotte

 (1816–55), author of 
Jane Eyre

 (1847), 
Shirley

 (1849), and 
Villette

 (1853).




III.
 


Emily

 (1818–48), author of 
Wuthering Heights

 (1847); also a poet.




IV.
 


Anne

 (1820–49), author of 
Agnes Grey

 (1845) and 
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall

 (1847).










brontosaur

 
/ˈbrän(t)əˌsôr /

 
brontosaurus





I.
 
noun




another term for apatosaur
 .








II.
 
derivatives





brontosaurian

 
/ˌbräntəˈsôrēən /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin from Greek 
brontē

 ‘thunder’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





brontothere

 
/ˈbrän(t)əTHir/





I.
 
noun




a large ungulate mammal (
Embolotherium andrewsi

 ) of the Eocene epoch with a hornlike bony growth on the nose.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
brontē

 ‘thunder’ + 
thērion

 ‘wild beast.’






Bronx

 
/bräNGks/





I.
 
(
the Bronx

 )
 — a borough in northeastern New York City.







– origin

 named after Jonas 
Bronck

 , a Dutch settler who purchased land here in 1641.





Bronx cheer





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sound of derision or contempt made by blowing through closed lips with the tongue between them; a raspberry.











– origin

 1920s: named after the Bronx
 in New York.





bronze

 
/bränz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellowish-brown alloy of copper with up to one-third tin.




2.
 
a yellowish-brown color




•
 
rich, gleaming shades of bronze.










3.
 
a work of sculpture or other object made of bronze.




4.
 
short for bronze medal
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be bronzed

 )


1.
 
make (a person or part of the body) suntanned




•
 
Alison was bronzed by outdoor life.










2.
 
give a surface of bronze or something resembling bronze to




•
 
the doors were bronzed with sculpted reliefs.














III.
 
derivatives





bronzy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): from French 
bronze

 (noun), 
bronzer

 (verb), from Italian 
bronzo

 , probably from Persian 
birinj

 ‘brass.’





Bronze Age

 
/ˈbränz ˌāj/





I.
 
a prehistoric period that followed the Stone Age and preceded the Iron Age, when certain weapons and tools came to be made of bronze rather than stone.





The Bronze Age began in the Near East and southeastern Europe in the late 4th and early 3rd millennium 
BC

 . It is associated with the first European civilizations, the beginnings of urban life in China, and the final stages of some Meso-American civilizations, but did not appear in Africa and Australasia at all.





bronzed

 
/bränzd/






adjective




attractively and evenly suntanned; tanned




•
 
bronzed and powerful arms.




















bronze medal

 
/bränz ˈmedl/






noun




a medal made of bronze, customarily awarded for third place in a race or competition.













bronzer

 
/ˈbränzər/






noun




a cosmetic liquid or powder applied to the skin to give it color or shine, typically to give the appearance of a suntan.













Bronze Star






noun




a US military decoration awarded for heroic or meritorious achievement not involving participation in aerial flight.













Bronzino, Agnolo

 
/brônˈzēnō/






(1503–72), Italian painter; born 
Agnolo di Cosimo

 .










brooch

 
/brōCH bro͞oCH/





I.
 
noun




an ornament fastened to clothing with a hinged pin and catch.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of 
broach

 , a noun originally meaning ‘skewer, bodkin,’ from Old French 
broche

 ‘spit for roasting,’ based on Latin 
brocchus

 , 
broccus

 ‘projecting.’ Compare with broach
 1
 .






brood

 
/bro͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a family of young animals, especially of a bird, produced at one hatching or birth




•
 
a brood of chicks.










2.
 
bee or wasp larvae.




3.
 


‹informal›

 all of the children in a family




•
 
he was the youngest in a brood of six




•
 


‹figurative›

 a remarkable brood of writers.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — think deeply about something that makes one unhappy




•
 
he 
brooded over

 his need to find a wife.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird) sit on (eggs) to hatch them.




3.
 
(of a fish, frog, or invertebrate) hold (developing eggs) within the body.




4.
 
[usu. foll. by over]
 — (of silence, a storm, etc.) hang or hover closely




•
 
a winter storm broods over the lake.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) kept to be used for breeding




•
 
a brood mare.

















– origin

 Old English 
brōd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
broed

 and German 
Brut

 , also to breed
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb was originally used with an object, i.e., ‘to nurse (feelings) in the mind’ (late 16th cent.), a figurative use of the notion of a hen nursing chicks under her wings.





brooder

 
/ˈbro͞odər/






noun



1.
 
a heated house for chicks or piglets.




2.
 
a person who broods about something.













brooding

 
/ˈbro͞odiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing deep unhappiness of thought




•
 
he stared with brooding eyes.










2.
 
appearing darkly menacing




•
 
a dark, brooding landscape.














II.
 
derivatives





broodingly






adverb





















brood pouch






noun




a pouch in certain fish, frogs, and invertebrates in which the eggs are protected before hatching.













broody

 
/ˈbro͞odē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a hen) wishing or inclined to incubate eggs.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman) having a strong desire to have a baby.




3.
 
thoughtful and unhappy




•
 
his broody concern for the future.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
broodily

 
/-dəlē /






adverb













2.
 
broodiness

 
/ˈbro͞odēnəs /






noun






















brook1


 
/bro͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a small stream.








II.
 
derivatives





brooklet

 
/ˈbro͝oklət /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
brōc

 ; related to Dutch 
broek

 and German 
Bruch

 ‘marsh.’





brook2


 
/bro͝ok/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 tolerate or allow (something, typically dissent or opposition)




•
 
Jenny would brook no criticism of Matthew.

















– origin

 Old English 
brūcan

 ‘use, possess,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bruiken

 and German 
brauchen

 . The current sense dates from the mid 16th cent., a figurative use of an earlier sense ‘digest, stomach.’





Brooke, Edward

 
/bro͝ok/






(1919–2015), US lawyer and politician; 
Edward William Brooke III

 . A Republican senator from Massachusetts 1967–79, he was the first African-American senator popularly elected to the US Senate. He was awarded the Spingarn Medal in 1967.









Brooke, Rupert






(1887–1915), English poet; full name 
Rupert Chawner Brooke

 . He is noted for his wartime poetry, 
1914 and Other Poems

 (1915).









Brook Farm






a historic commune that existed in the 1840s in West Roxbury, now a southwestern section of Boston in Massachusetts, associated with Margaret Fuller and other writers.









Brookfield

 
/ˈbro͝okfēld/






a city in southeastern Wisconsin, west of Milwaukee; pop. 39,020 (est. 2008).









Brookhaven

 
/ˈbro͝okˌhāvən/






a town in eastern Long Island in New York that includes the villages of Brookhaven and Stony Brook, home to a noted nuclear laboratory; pop. 488,800 (est. 2008).









brooklime

 
/ˈbro͝oklīm/





I.
 
noun




a speedwell with smooth, fleshy leaves and deep blue flowers on long stalks. It grows in wet areas, where the stems take root or float in the water.

[Genus 
Veronica

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
V. beccabunga

 of Eurasia and the 
American brooklime

 (
V. americana

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English 
broklemok

 , from brook
 1
 + 
hleomoce

 , the name of the plant in Old English.





Brookline

 
/ˈbro͝oklīn/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, on the west side of Boston and almost surrounded by the city; pop. 54,896 (est. 2008).









Brooklyn

 
/ˈbro͝oklən/





I.
 
a borough of New York City, at the southwestern corner of Long Island.




II.
 
derivatives





Brooklynite






noun





















Brooklyn Bridge






a suspension bridge between southern Manhattan and northern Brooklyn (on Long Island) in New York City. Constructed 1869-1883, it was one of the period's engineering marvels and is celebrated in art and literature.









Brooklynese

 
/ˌbro͝okləˈnēz/






noun




a form of New York speech associated especially with the borough of Brooklyn.













Brooklyn Park






a city in southeastern Minnesota, north of Minneapolis; pop. 71,308 (est. 2008).









Brookner, Anita

 
/ˈbro͝oknər/






(1928–), English novelist and art historian. Notable works: 
Hotel du Lac

 (1984), 
Visitors

 (1997), 
The Bay of Angels

 (2001) and 
The Rules of Engagement

 (2003).









Brooks, Cleanth

 
/bro͝oks/






(1906–94), US teacher and critic. A leading proponent of the New Criticism movement, he edited 
The Southern Review

 1935–42 and taught at Yale University 1947–75. Notable works: 
Modern Poetry and Tradition

 (1939) and 
The Well-Wrought Urn

 (1947).









Brooks, Garth






(1962–), US country music singer and songwriter; full name 
Troyal Garth Brooks

 . His albums include 
No Fences

 (1990), 
Ropin' the Wind

 (1991), and 
Scarecrow

 (2001).









Brooks, Gwendolyn






(1917– 2000), US poet and writer. She was the first African-American woman named as poetry consultant to the Library of Congress 1985–86 and the first to be awarded a Pulitzer Prize for her poetry collected in 
Annie Allen

 (1949).









Brooks, Mel






(1926–), US comedian, screenwriter, director, and actor; born 
Melvin Kaminsky

 . He was both writer and director for a number of movies, including 
The Producers

 (1968) and 
Young Frankenstein

 (1974), both of which he later adapted to the stage as musicals.









Brooks Range

 
/ˌbro͝oks ˈrānj/






a mountain chain that extends across northern Alaska. It is the northwestern end of the Rocky Mountains; the North Slope lies on its north.









brook trout






noun






(N. Amer.)

 see char
 4
 .














broom

 
/bro͞om bro͝om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-handled brush of bristles or twigs used for sweeping.




2.
 
an implement for sweeping the ice in the game of curling.

[formerly made of twigs of broom.]




3.
 
a flowering shrub with long, thin green stems and small or few leaves, that is cultivated for its profusion of flowers.

[Genera 
Cytisus

 and 
Genista

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : many species and cultivated hybrids. See also Spanish broom
 .]








II.
 
phrases





a new broom sweeps clean








‹proverb›

 people newly appointed to positions of responsibility tend to be eager to make big or far-reaching changes.















– origin

 Old English 
brōm

 (
sense

 2), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
braam

 , also to bramble
 .





broomcorn

 
/ˈbro͞omˌkôrn ˈbro͝omˌkôrn/






noun




a variety of sorghum whose dried inflorescences are used to make brooms.













broomrape

 
/ˈbro͞omˌrāp ˈbro͝omˌrāp/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic plant that bears tubular flowers on a leafless brown stem. It is attached by its tubers to the roots of a host plant, which may be any of a number of species.

[Genus 
Orobanche

 , family 
Orobanchaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from broom
 + Latin 
rapum

 ‘tuber.’





broomstick

 
/ˈbro͞omˌstik ˈbro͝omˌstik/






noun



1.
 
the long handle of a broom.




2.
 
a broom (especially one made of twigs) on which, in children's literature, witches are said to fly.













Bros.

 
/bräs/






plural noun




brothers (in names of companies)




•
 
Hills Bros. coffee.




















broth

 
/brôTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soup consisting of meat or vegetable chunks, and often rice, cooked in stock.




2.
 
meat or fish stock.




3.
 


[Microbiology]

 liquid medium containing proteins and other nutrients for the culture of bacteria


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
broth cultures of intestinal tissue.










4.
 
a liquid mixture for the preservation of tissue




•
 
tissue samples were frozen in a cryoprotective broth.














II.
 
phrases





a broth of a boy








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Irish)

 used approvingly to refer to a very lively boy.















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to brew
 .





brothel

 
/ˈbräTHəl ˈbrôTHəl/





I.
 
noun




a house where men can visit prostitutes.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally 
brothel-house

 ): from late Middle English 
brothel

 ‘worthless man, prostitute,’ related to Old English 
brēothan

 ‘degenerate, deteriorate.’






brothel creepers






plural noun






‹informal›

 soft-soled suede shoes




•
 
I took to wearing baggy suits and brothel creepers.



















brothel-keeper






noun




a person who runs a brothel




•
 
the lowly daughter of the local brothel-keeper.




















brother

 
/ˈbrəT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man or boy in relation to other sons and daughters of his parents.




2.
 
a male associate or fellow member of an organization




•
 
fraternity brothers.










3.
 
(also 
brotha

 or 
brutha

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a black man (chiefly used as a term of address among black people).




4.
 
a fellow human being.




5.
 
a thing that resembles or is connected to another thing




•
 
the machine is almost identical to its larger brother.










6.
 
(
pl.

 also brethren )
 — 

[Christian Church]

 a (male) fellow Christian.




7.
 
a member of a religious order or congregation of men




•
 
a Benedictine brother.














II.
 
exclamation






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to express annoyance or surprise.








III.
 
phrases





brothers in arms






soldiers fighting together, especially in a war.















– origin

 Old English 
brōthor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
broeder

 and German 
Bruder

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
frater

 .





brotherhood

 
/ˈbrəT͟Hərˌho͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the relationship between brothers.




2.
 
the feeling of kinship with and closeness to a group of people or all people




•
 
a gesture of solidarity and brotherhood.










3.
 
an association, society, or community of people linked by a common interest, religion, or trade




•
 
a religious brotherhood.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a labor union.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from obsolete 
brotherred

 (based on Old English 
-rǣden

 ‘condition, state’; compare with kindred
 ). The change of suffix was due to association with words ending in -hood
 and -head
 1
 .





brother-in-law

 
/ˈbrəT͟Hər ən ˌlô/






noun



1.
 
the brother of one's wife or husband.




2.
 
the husband of one's sister or sister-in-law.













brotherly

 
/ˈbrəT͟Hərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characteristic of or appropriate for a brother or brothers; fraternal




•
 
he and I had such a brotherly bond.










2.
 
showing affection and concern; affectionate




•
 
you could feel the warmth and the brotherly kindness.














II.
 
derivatives





brotherliness






noun





















brotherly love






noun




feelings of humanity and compassion toward one's fellow humans.













brougham

 
/ˈbro͞oəm ˈbrōəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a horse-drawn carriage with a roof, four wheels, and an open driver's seat in front.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an automobile with an open driver's seat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Lord 
Brougham

 (1778–1868), who designed the carriage.





brought

 
/brôt/






past and past participle of bring
 .









brouhaha

 
/ˈbro͞ohäˌhä/





I.
 
noun




a noisy and overexcited reaction or response to something




•
 
24 members resigned over the brouhaha




•
 
all that election brouhaha.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, probably imitative.





Brouwer, Adriaen

 
/ˈbrou-ər/






(
c.

 1605–38), Flemish painter. Providing an important link between Dutch and Flemish genre painting, his most typical works represent peasant scenes in taverns.










brow1


 
/brou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's forehead




•
 
he wiped his brow.










2.
 
(usu. 
brows

 )
 — an eyebrow




•
 
his brows lifted in surprise.










3.
 
the summit of a hill or pass




•
 
the cottages were built on the brow of a hill.

















– origin

 Old English 
brū

 ‘eyelash, eyebrow,’ of Germanic origin. The sense ‘forehead’ dates from Middle English; compare with brae
 .





brow2


 
/brou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gangway from a ship to the shore.




2.
 
a hinged part of a ferry or landing craft forming a landing platform or ramp.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from Norwegian 
bru

 , from Old Norse 
brú

 ‘bridge.’





Broward County

 
/ˌbrouərd ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in southeastern Florida, on the Atlantic Ocean, north of Miami; pop. 1,751,234 (est. 2008). Fort Lauderdale is its seat.









browbeat

 
/ˈbrouˌbēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intimidate (someone), typically into doing something, with stern or abusive words




•
 
a witness is being browbeaten under cross-examination.



















-browed






combining form




having a specified kind of brow or brows


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
furrow-browed




•
 
monobrowed.




















brown

 
/broun/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a color produced by mixing red, yellow, and black, as of dark wood or rich soil




•
 
an old brown coat




•
 
she had warm brown eyes.










2.
 
dark-skinned or suntanned




•
 
his face was brown from the sun.










3.
 
(of bread) light brown in color and typically made with unbleached or unrefined wholewheat flour.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
brown color or pigment




•
 
the brown of his eyes




•
 
a pair of boots 
in brown






•
 
the print is rich with velvety browns.










2.
 
brown clothes or material




•
 
a woman all in brown.














III.
 
verb




make or become brown, typically by cooking


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a skillet in which food has been browned




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
bake the pizza until the cheese has browned.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) brown as a berry






(of a person) very suntanned.









2.
 
do something up brown






do something thoroughly or completely


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a real picnic, done up brown according to all the rules.















3.
 
in a brown study






see study
 .












V.
 
phrasal verbs





brown someone off






(usu. as 
adj.

 
browned off

 )
 — make someone feel irritated or depressed




•
 
they are getting browned off with the overtime.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brownness






noun













2.
 
browny

 
/ˈbrounē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
brūn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bruin

 and German 
braun

 .





Brown, Capability






(1716–83), English landscape gardener; born 
Lancelot Brown

 . He evolved an English style of natural-looking landscape parks.









Brown, Ford Madox






(1821–93), English painter. His early work was inspired by the Pre-Raphaelites, and in 1861 he became a founding member of William Morris's company, designing stained glass and furniture.









Brown, Gordon






(1951–), British Labour statesman; prime minister 2007–10; full name 
Gordon James Brown

 .









Brown, Henry Billings






(1836–1913), US Supreme Court associate justice 1891–1906. After serving in several judicial posts in Michigan, he was appointed to the Court by President Benjamin Harrison.









Brown, James






(1928–2006), US soul and funk singer and songwriter. In the 1960s he played a leading role in the development of funk with songs such as 
“Papa's Got a Brand New Bag”

 (1965) and 
“Sex Machine”

 (1970).









Brown, Jim






(1936–), US football player and actor; full name 
James Nathaniel Brown

 . He was the National Football League's premier running back, leading the league in rushing in eight of his nine seasons 1957–65 with the Cleveland Browns. He was later featured in several movies, including 
The Dirty Dozen

 (1967) and 
Ice Station Zebra

 (1968). Football Hall of Fame (1971).









Brown, John






(1800–59), US abolitionist. In 1859 he was executed after raiding a government arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (later part of West Virginia), with the intention of arming slaves and starting a revolt. He became a hero of the abolitionists in the Civil War, and he is commemorated in the song 
“John Brown's Body.”











Brown, Sir Arthur Whitten

 
/broun/






(1886–1948), Scottish aviator. In 1919, he made the first transatlantic flight, with Sir John William Alcock.









brown algae






plural noun




algae belonging to a large group that includes many seaweeds, typically olive brown or greenish in color. They contain xanthophyll in addition to chlorophyll.

[Class 
Phaeophyceae

 , phylum 
Heterokonta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ; formerly division 
Phaeophyta

 .]













brown bag





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bag made of opaque brown paper.




2.
 
a bag made of brown paper in which a lunch is packed and carried to work, school, or informal functions


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a brown-bag lunch.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
brown-bag it

 )


1.
 
take a packed lunch to work or school




•
 
no school lunch next week, so I'm brown-bagging it.














III.
 
derivatives





brown-bagger






noun





















brown bagging






noun



1.
 
the practice of bringing one's own packed lunch to work.




2.
 
the practice of bringing one's own liquor to a restaurant or club that cannot sell alcoholic beverages.













brown bear

 
/broun be(ə)r/






noun




a large bear with a coat color ranging from cream to black, occurring chiefly in forests in Eurasia and North America.

See also grizzly
 . [
Ursus arctos

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]













brown belt






noun



1.
 
a brown belt marking a high level of proficiency in judo, karate, or other martial arts, below that of a black belt.




2.
 
a person qualified to wear a brown belt in martial arts.













Brown Betty






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a baked pudding made with apples or other fruit and breadcrumbs.













brown bread





I.
 
noun




bread that is light brown in color, typically made using unbleached or unrefined whole wheat flour




•
 
a plate of smoked salmon and brown bread.




•
 
wheatgerm is often used as a dietary supplement and is added to some brown breads.














II.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹rhyming slang›

 (of a person) dead




•
 
if the bite isn't treated within a short period of time, you'll be brown bread.



















brown cloud






noun




a visible pall of air pollutants that persists over a city or other area




•
 
the Asian brown cloud




•
 
throughout the day, air shifts in the valley cause variances in the brown cloud.



















brown coal

 
/broun kōl/






noun




another term for lignite
 .













brown dwarf






noun






[Astronomy]

 a celestial object intermediate in size between a giant planet and a small star, believed to emit mainly infrared radiation.













brown earth






noun






[Soil Science]

 a type of soil having a brown humus-rich surface layer.













brown fat

 
/broun fat/






noun




a dark-colored adipose tissue with many blood vessels, involved in the rapid production of heat in hibernating animals and human babies.














brownfield

 
/ˈbrounˌfēld/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an urban site for potential building development) having had previous development on it.

Compare with greenfield
 .








II.
 
noun




a former industrial or commercial site where future use is affected by real or perceived environmental contamination.














brown goods

 
//






plural noun




television sets, audio equipment, and similar household appliances




•
 
a supply chain that accommodates highly perishable products, as well as white and brown goods.







Compare with white goods
 .













brown-haired






adjective




having brown-colored hair




•
 
a rangy, brown-haired man.



















brown hare






noun




a hare found commonly in much of Eurasia.

[
Lepus europaeus

 , family 
Leporidae

 .]













brown holland






noun




unbleached holland linen.













Brownian motion

 
/ˌbrounēən ˈmōSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the erratic random movement of microscopic particles in a fluid, as a result of continuous bombardment from molecules of the surrounding medium.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Robert 
Brown

 (1773–1858), the Scottish botanist who first observed the motion.





brownie

 
/ˈbrounē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small square of rich chocolate cake, typically containing nuts.




2.
 
(
Brownie

 )
 — a member of the junior branch of the Girl Scouts, for girls aged between about 6 and 8.

[so named because of the color of the uniform.]




3.
 
a benevolent elf supposed to haunt houses and do housework secretly.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (in 
sense

 3): diminutive of brown
 (a “wee brown man” often appears in Scottish ballads and fairy tales).





brownie point

 
/ˈbrounē ˌpoint/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 an imaginary award given to someone who does good deeds or tries to please




•
 
his policy will win brownie points with voters.



















Browning

 
/ˈbrouniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of water-cooled automatic machine gun.




2.
 
(also 
Browning automatic

 )
 — a type of automatic pistol.




3.
 
(also 
Browning automatic rifle

 )
 — a gas-operated automatic rifle, typically fired from a bipod.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after J. M. 
Browning

 (1855–1926), American designer of the weapons.






Browning, Elizabeth Barrett

 
/ˈbrouniNG/






(1806–61), English poet. She established her reputation with 
Poems

 (1844). In 1846, she eloped with Robert Browning. Other notable works: 
Sonnets from the Portuguese

 (1850), 
Aurora Leigh

 (novel, 1857), and the posthumous 
Last Poems

 (1862).









Browning, Robert






(1812–89), English poet. In 1842, he established his name with 
Dramatic Lyrics

 that contained 
“The Pied Piper of Hamelin”

 and 
“My Last Duchess.”

 A highly creative period followed his elopement with Elizabeth Barrett. Other notable works: 
Dramatic Romances and Lyrics

 (1845), 
Men and Women

 (1855), and 
The Ring and the Book

 (1868–69).









brownish

 
/ˈbrouniSH/






adjective




having a brown tinge; slightly brown




•
 
a brownish colored cat




•
 
where I live the soil is brownish red.



















brown-nose

 
/ˈbroun ˌnōz /

 

‹informal›


 
brownnose





I.
 
noun




a person who acts in a grossly obsequious way.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
curry favor with (someone) by acting in an obsequious way




•
 
academics were brown-nosing the senior faculty




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I dedicated a book to him—I was not brown-nosing.

















– origin

 the assumed result of ass-kissing
 .





brownout

 
/ˈbrounout/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a reduction in or restriction on the availability of electrical power in a particular area




•
 
the cities are experiencing brownouts as air conditioners are switched into overdrive.

















– origin

 1940s: after blackout
 .





brown owl

 
/ˌbroun ˈoul/






noun




another term for tawny owl
 .













brown paper






noun




a type of paper made from unbleached wood pulp, used especially to make paper bags and envelopes or as wrapping for packages




•
 
she came out with a package wrapped in brown paper and tied with string




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a brown paper grocery bag.




















brown rat






noun




a rat found throughout the world, often living in association with man and regarded as a pest. It is commonly kept as a laboratory animal and as a pet, and is also bred in the albino form.

Also called common rat
 , Norway rat
 . [
Rattus norvegicus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]














brown recluse

 
brown recluse spider






noun




a brown venomous North American spider, identifiable by the dark brown violin-shaped marking on the top of its orange-yellow head.

Also called fiddleback
 , violin spider
 . [
Loxosceles reclusa

 , family 
Loxoscelidae

 .]













brown rice

 
/broun rīs/






noun




unpolished rice with only the husk of the grain removed.













brown rot






noun




a fungal disease causing the rotting and browning of parts of plants, in particular

[● a disease producing discoloration and shriveling of apples, pears, plums, etc. (caused by fungi of the genus 
Monilinia

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 ). ● a disease resulting in the softening and cracking of timber (caused by bracket fungi of the family 
Polyporaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 ).]













brown sauce






noun




a savory sauce made with fat and flour cooked to a brown color.














Brownshirt

 
/ˈbrounSHərt/






noun




a member of an early Nazi militia founded by Hitler in Munich in 1921, with brown uniforms resembling that of Mussolini's Blackshirts. They aided Hitler's rise to power, but were eclipsed by the SS after the “night of the long knives” in June 1934.

Also called storm troops
 or Sturmabteilung
 .













brown snake






noun



1.
 
a fast-moving, venomous, and aggressive Australian snake, with a variety of color forms.

[
Pseudonaja

 and other genera, family 
Elapidae

 : several species, in particular 
P. textilis

 .]




2.
 
a small, secretive, harmless North American snake that is typically brownish in color.

[
Storeria dekayi

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













brownstone

 
/ˈbrounˌstōn/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a kind of reddish-brown sandstone used for building.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a building faced with reddish-brown sandstone.













brown sugar

 
/broun ˈSHo͝oɡər/






noun



1.
 
unrefined or partially refined sugar.




2.
 
a consumer product made by adding molasses to white sugar.













Brownsville





I.
 
a city in southern Texas, on the Rio Grande and the Mexican border; pop. 175,494 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a section of eastern Brooklyn in New York City, noted in the early 20th century for its Jewish community, today a struggling inner-city neighborhood.









Brown Swiss






noun




an animal of a brown breed of dairy cattle, originally bred in Switzerland.













brown-tail

 
/ˈbrounˌtāl /

 
brown-tail moth






noun




a white European moth that has a brown tip on the abdomen and is a pest of tree foliage in several areas, including North America. The caterpillars live communally in web tents and bear irritant hairs that can produce an allergic reaction.

[
Euproctis chrysorrhoea

 , family 
Lymantriidae

 .]













brown tree snake






noun




a nocturnal tree snake of Pacific origin that has escaped captivity as a pet to threaten native fauna in many Pacific Rim locations.

[
Boiga irregularis

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













brown trout

 
/broun trout/






noun




the common trout of Europe, especially one of a nonmigratory race with dark spotted skin, that occurs in small rivers and pools. It has been introduced into North America as a game fish.

[
Salmo trutta

 , family 
Salmonidae

 , in particular 
S. trutta fario

 . Compare with lake trout
 , sea trout
 .]













browse

 
/brouz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
survey goods for sale in a leisurely and casual way




•
 
he stopped to 
browse around

 a sporting goods store.










2.
 
scan through a text, website, or collection of data to gain an impression of the contents




•
 
she 
browsed through

 the newspaper




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I decided to spend the night browsing the Internet.










3.
 
(of an animal) feed on leaves, twigs, or other high-growing vegetation




•
 
they reach upward to 
browse on

 bushes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the animals browse the high foliage of trees.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of casual looking or reading




•
 
the brochure is well worth a browse.










2.
 
vegetation, such as twigs and young shoots, eaten by animals




•
 
a moose needs to eat forty to fifty pounds of browse a day.














III.
 
derivatives





browsable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Old French 
broster

 , from 
brost

 ‘young shoot,’ probably of Germanic origin.





browser

 
/ˈbrouzər/






noun



1.
 
a person who looks casually through books or magazines or at things for sale.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a program with a graphical user interface for displaying HTML files, used to navigate the World Wide Web




•
 
a web browser.










3.
 
an animal that feeds mainly on high-growing vegetation.













brrr

 
/bər/






exclamation




used to express someone's reaction to feeling cold




•
 
Brrr! It's a freezing cold day.



















Brubeck, Dave

 
/ˈbro͞oˌbek/






(1920–2012), US jazz pianist, composer, and bandleader; full name 
David Warren Brubeck

 . He formed the Dave Brubeck Quartet in 1951 and gained a reputation as an experimental musician. He won international recognition with the album 
Time Out

 (1959), which included 
“Take Five.”











Bruce, Lenny

 
/bro͞os/






(1925–66), US comedian; born 
Leonard Alfred Schneider

 . He gained notoriety for flouting the bounds of respectability with his humor and was imprisoned for obscenity in 1961. In 1963, he was refused entry to Britain and banned in Australia.









Bruce, Robert the






see Robert
 .









brucellosis

 
/ˌbro͞osəˈlōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterial disease typically affecting cattle and buffalo and causing undulant fever in humans.

[This disease is caused by Gram-negative bacteria of the genus 
Brucella

 , in particular 
B. abortus

 .]











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Brucella

 + -osis
 : named after Sir David 
Bruce

 (1855–1931), the Scottish physician who identified the bacterium.





brucine

 
/ˈbro͞osēn/






noun




a highly toxic alkaloid present in nux vomica.

[Chem. formula: C23
 H26
 N2
 O4
 .]













brucite

 
/ˈbro͞osīt/





I.
 
noun




a white, gray, or greenish mineral consisting of magnesium hydroxide.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Archibald 
Bruce

 (1777–1818), American mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .





Bruegel

 
/ˈbroiɡəl /

 
Breughel
 , Brueghel





I.
 
the name of a family of Flemish artists.




II.
 


Pieter

 (
c.

 1525–69); known as 
Pieter Bruegel the Elder

 . He produced landscapes, religious allegories, and satires of peasant life. Notable works: 
The Procession to Calvary

 (1564).




III.
 


Pieter Bruegel the Younger

 (1564–1638), son of Pieter Bruegel the Elder; known as 
Hell Bruegel

 . A copyist of his father's work, he is also noted for his paintings of devils.




IV.
 


Jan

 (1568–1623), son of Pieter Bruegel the Elder; known as 
Velvet

 . He was a celebrated painter of flower, landscape, and mythological pictures.










Bruges

 
/bro͞oZH/






a city in northwestern Belgium; pop. 117,071 (2008).

Flemish name Brugge
 .










Brugge

 
/ˈbro͞oɡə/






Flemish name for Bruges
 .









bruh

 
/brə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a male friend (often used as a form of address)




•
 
get off the Internet and get a life bruh




•
 
where are my bruhs at?

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (as an informal title before a man's name): perhaps originally representing an African-American pronunciation of brother
 ; compare brer
 , brah
 .





bruin

 
/ˈbro͞oən/





I.
 
noun




a bear, especially in children's fables.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Dutch 
bruin

 (see brown
 ); used as a name for the bear in the 13th-cent. fable 
Reynard the Fox

 .





bruise

 
/bro͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an injury appearing as an area of discolored skin on the body, caused by a blow or impact rupturing underlying blood vessels.




2.
 
an area of damage on a fruit, vegetable, or plant.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
bruised

 )
 — inflict an injury on (someone or something) causing discoloration of the skin




•
 
a bruised knee.










2.
 
hurt (someone's feelings)




•
 
she tried to bolster her bruised pride.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be susceptible to bruising




•
 
potatoes bruise easily, so treat them with care.










4.
 
crush or pound (something)




•
 
bruise the raisins before adding to the mixture.

















– origin

 Old English 
brȳsan

 ‘crush, injure or damage with a blow,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
bruisier

 ‘break.’





bruiser

 
/ˈbro͞ozər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who is tough and aggressive and enjoys a fight or argument.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a professional boxer.













bruising

 
/ˈbro͞oziNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing a bruise or bruises




•
 
his legs took the bruising blows.










2.
 
(of an antagonistic or competitive situation) conducted in an aggressive way and likely to have a stressful effect on those involved




•
 
a bruising congressional battle over public spending.














II.
 
noun




bruises on the skin




•
 
her arm showed signs of bruising.



















bruit

 
/bro͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread (a report or rumor) widely




•
 
I didn't want to have our relationship 
bruited about

 the office.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a report or rumor.




2.
 
a sound, typically an abnormal one, heard through a stethoscope; a murmur.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
bruit

 ‘noise,’ from 
bruire

 ‘to roar.’





Brumaire

 
/bro͝oˈmer/





I.
 
noun




the second month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from October 22 to November 20.











– origin

 French, from 
brume

 ‘mist.’





brumal

 
/ˈbro͞oməl/






adjective






‹literary›

 of or relating to winter; wintry




•
 
'tis a brumal night.



















brume

 
/bro͞om/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 mist or fog




•
 
the birds rise like brume.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
bruma

 ‘winter.’





Brummagem

 
/ˈbrəməjəm /

 
brummagem





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
cheap, showy, or counterfeit




•
 
a vile Brummagem substitute for the genuine article.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: dialect form of Birmingham
 , England, with reference to counterfeit coins and plated goods once made there.





Brummell, George Bryan

 
/ˈbrəməl/






(1778–1840), English dandy; known as 
Beau Brummell

 . He was the arbiter of British fashion for the early 19th century, owing his social position to his friendship with the Prince Regent.









brumous

 
/ˈbrəməs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 foggy; wintry.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
brumeux

 , from late Latin 
brumosus

 (from 
bruma

 ‘winter’).





brunch

 
/brən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a late morning meal eaten instead of breakfast and lunch.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of breakfast
 and lunch
 .





Brundtland, Gro Harlem

 
/ˈbro͝ontˌländ/






(1939–), Norwegian stateswoman, prime minister 1981, 1986–89, and 1990–96. As Norway's first female prime minister, she chaired the World Commission on Environment and Development (known as the Brundtland Commission), which produced the 
Our Common Future

 report in 1987.









Brunei

 
/bro͞oˈnī/






I.

1.
 
a small oil-rich constitutional sultanate on the northwestern coast of Borneo, divided by parts of Malaysia's state of Sarawak; pop. 388,200 (est. 2009); capital, Bandar Seri Begawan; languages, Malay (official), English (official), Chinese. Official name 
Brunei Darussalam

 .





In the 16th century Brunei dominated Borneo and parts of the Philippines, but its power declined as that of the Portuguese and Dutch grew. In 1888, it was placed under British protection; it became a fully independent Commonwealth of Nations state in 1984. Brunei has been ruled by the same family for six centuries.




II.
 
derivatives





Bruneian

 
/-ˈnīən /






adjective, noun





















Brunel, Isambard Kingdom

 
/bro͝oˈnel/






(1806–59), English engineer, son of French-born engineer 
Sir Marc Isambard Brunel

 (1769–1849). He designed the 
Great Western

 (1838), the first transatlantic steamship, and the 
Great Eastern

 (1858), the world's largest ship until 1899.









Brunelleschi, Filippo

 
/ˌbro͞onlˈeskē/






(1377–1446), Italian architect; born 
Filippo di Ser Brunellesco

 . He is noted for the dome of Florence Cathedral (1420–61), which he raised without the use of temporary supports.









brunette

 
/bro͞oˈnet /

 
brunet





I.
 
noun




a person, typically a woman, with dark brown hair




•
 
she's a gorgeous, green-eyed brunette.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a woman or girl) having dark brown hair




•
 
a fresh-faced brunette woman in her thirties.










2.
 
(of hair) dark brown




•
 
her lustrous brunette tresses.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, feminine of 
brunet

 , diminutive of 
brun

 ‘brown.’





brung

 
/brəNG/






dialect past and past participle of bring
 .









Brunhild

 
/ˈbro͞onˌhild, -ˌhilt /

 

‹Germanic Mythology›







in the Nibelungenlied, the wife of Gunther, who instigated the murder of Siegfried. In the Norse versions she is a Valkyrie whom Sigurd (the counterpart of Siegfried) wins by penetrating the wall of fire behind which she lies in an enchanted sleep.









Bruno, Giordano

 
/ˈbro͞onō/






(1548–1600), Italian philosopher. A supporter of the heliocentric Copernican view of the solar system, envisaging an infinite universe of numerous worlds moving in space, he was tried by the Inquisition for heresy and burned at the stake.









Bruno, St.

 
/ˈbro͞onō, brYˈnō/






(
c.

 1032–1101), French churchman, born in Germany. He founded the Carthusian order at La Grande Chartreuse in 1084. Feast day, October 6.









brunoise

 
/bro͞onˈwäz/






noun




finely diced vegetables that are cooked in butter and used to flavor soups and sauces.














Brunswick

 
/ˈbrənzwik/





I.
 
a former duchy and state in central Germany, mostly incorporated into Lower Saxony.

German name Braunschweig
 .




II.
 
the capital of the former duchy of Brunswick, an industrial city in Lower Saxony, Germany; pop. 245,500 (est. 2006).




III.
 
a town in southwestern Maine, home to Bowdoin College; pop. 21,720 (est. 2008).









Brunswick stew






noun






(US)

 a stew originally made with squirrel or rabbit, but now consisting of chicken and vegetables including onion and tomatoes.














brunt

 
/brənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the brunt

 )


1.
 
the worst part or chief impact of a specified thing




•
 
education will 
bear the brunt

 of the cuts.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a blow or an attack, also the force or shock of something): of unknown origin.





bruschetta

 
/bro͞oˈskedə/





I.
 
noun




toasted Italian bread drenched in olive oil and served typically with garlic or tomatoes.











– origin

 Italian. / 
usage:

 Note that the middle of 
bruschetta

 is spelled 
-sche-

 but pronounced 
-ske-

 .





brush1


 
/brəSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement with a handle, consisting of bristles, hair, or wire set into a block, used for cleaning or scrubbing, applying a liquid or powder to a surface, arranging the hair, or other purposes




•
 
a paint brush.










2.
 
an act of sweeping, applying, or arranging with a brush or with one's hand




•
 
he gave the seat a brush.










3.
 
(usu. 
brushes

 )
 — a thin stick set with long wire bristles, used to make a soft hissing sound on drums or cymbals.




4.
 
the bushy tail of a fox.




5.
 
a slight and fleeting touch




•
 
the lightest brush of his lips against her cheek.










6.
 
a brief encounter with someone or something unpleasant or notable




•
 
a 
brush with

 death




•
 
my first brush with fame.










7.
 
a piece of carbon or metal serving as an electrical contact with a moving part in a motor or alternator.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (dust or dirt) by sweeping or scrubbing




•
 
we'll be able to 
brush

 the mud 
off

 easily




•
 
he 
brushed himself down

 .










2.
 
use a brush or one's hand to remove dust or dirt from (something)




•
 
she 
brushed down

 her best coat.










3.
 
clean (one's teeth) by scrubbing with a brush.




4.
 
arrange (one's hair) by running a brush through it.




5.
 
apply a liquid to (a surface) with a brush




•
 
brush the potatoes with oil.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — touch lightly and gently




•
 
stems of grass 
brush against

 her legs.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push (something) away with a quick movement of the hand




•
 
she 
brushed

 a wisp of hair 
away

 from her face.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
brush someone/something aside






dismiss someone or something curtly and confidently




•
 
people brushed aside the possibility of imminent war.















2.
 
brush someone back








[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 (of a pitcher) force a batter to step back to avoid being hit by a ball pitched close to the body.









3.
 
brush someone/something off






dismiss someone or something in an abrupt way




•
 
the state brushed off the idea as something that would never happen.















4.
 
brush past






touch fleetingly and in passing




•
 
she brushed past him to leave the room.















5.
 
brush up on






improve one's previously good knowledge of or skill at a particular thing




•
 
brush up on your telephone skills.


















IV.
 
derivatives





brushless

 
/ˈbrəSHləs /






adjective






‹chiefly technical›





















– origin

 Middle English: noun from Old French 
broisse

 ; verb partly from Old French 
brosser

 ‘to sweep.’





brush2


 
/brəSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 undergrowth, small trees, and shrubs.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 land covered with undergrowth, small trees, and shrubs.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
(N. Amer.)

 cut brushwood.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
broce

 , perhaps based on Latin 
bruscum

 , denoting an excrescence on the maple.





brushback

 
/ˈbrəSHˌbak /

 
brushback pitch






noun






[Baseball]

 a pitch aimed close to the body so that the batter must step back to avoid it.













brushed

 
/brəSHt/






adjective



1.
 
having been treated with a brush, in particular




2.
 
(of fabric) having a soft raised nap




•
 
brushed cotton.










3.
 
(of metal) finished with a nonreflective surface




•
 
brushed aluminum.



















brush fire

 
brushfire






noun



1.
 
a fire in brush or scrub.




2.
 
a conflict, especially an armed conflict, that arises suddenly and is limited in scale or area


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
fighting brush-fire wars.










3.
 
a minor crisis.













brush-off

 
/ˈbrəSH ˌôf/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a rejection or dismissal in which someone is treated as unimportant




•
 
he's been 
giving

 her 
the brush-off

 .



















brushstroke

 
/ˈbrəSHstrōk/






noun



1.
 
the stroke of a brush, especially a hair brush or paintbrush.




2.
 
the mark or effect created by this




•
 
an errant brushstroke doesn't necessarily destroy a painting.










3.
 
an individual action that contributes to an overall effect or work




•
 
you write in broad, inaccurate brushstrokes, and seem incapable of grasping the meaning of your own words.



















brush turkey






noun




a large mound-building bird of the megapode family, resembling a turkey and found mainly in New Guinea.

[Family 
Megapodiidae

 : several genera and species, including 
Alectura lathami

 of eastern Australia.]














brush wolf






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for coyote
 .













brushwood

 
/ˈbrəSHˌwo͝od/






noun




undergrowth, twigs, and small branches, typically used for firewood or kindling.













brushwork

 
/ˈbrəSHˌwərk/






noun




the way in which painters use their brush, as evident in their paintings




•
 
canvases characterized by lively, flowing brushwork.



















brushy

 
/ˈbrəSHē/






adjective



1.
 
covered in or consisting of brushwood




•
 
a brushy hillside.










2.
 


[Art]

 relating to or displaying bold use of the brush in painting




•
 
brushy outlining of form.




















brusque

 
/brəsk/





I.
 
adjective




abrupt or offhand in speech or manner




•
 
she could be brusque and impatient.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brusquely

 
/ˈbrəsklē /






adverb













2.
 
brusqueness

 
/ˈbrəsknəs /






noun













3.
 
brusquerie

 
/ˌbrəskəˈrē, ˌbro͞o- /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, ‘lively, fierce,’ from Italian 
brusco

 ‘sour.’






Brussels

 
/ˈbrəsəlz/






the capital of Belgium, in the central part of the country; pop. 1,048,491 (2008). The headquarters of the European Commission is located here. Flemish name 
Brussel

 .

French name Bruxelles
 .









Brussels carpet





I.
 
noun




a carpet with a heavy woolen pile and a strong linen back.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after Brussels
 in Belgium.





Brussels lace






noun




an elaborate kind of lace, typically with a raised design, made using a needle or lace pillow.














Brussels sprout

 
/ˈbrəsəlz sprout /

 
brussels sprout






noun



1.
 
a vegetable consisting of the small compact bud of a variety of cabbage.




2.
 
the plant which yields Brussels sprouts, bearing many along a tall single stem.













brut

 
/bro͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




(of sparkling wine) unsweetened; very dry.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘raw, rough.’





brutal

 
/ˈbro͞odl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
savagely violent




•
 
a brutal murder.










2.
 
punishingly hard or uncomfortable




•
 
the brutal winter wind.










3.
 
direct and lacking any attempt to disguise unpleasantness




•
 
the brutal honesty of his observations.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the lower animals’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
brutalis

 , from 
brutus

 ‘dull, stupid’ (see brute
 ).





brutalism

 
/ˈbro͞odlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a style of architecture or art characterized by a deliberate plainness, crudity, or violence of imagery. The term was first applied to functionalist buildings of the 1950s and 1960s that made much use of steel and concrete in starkly massive blocks.








II.
 
derivatives





brutalist

 
/ˈbro͞odləst /






noun, adjective





















brutality

 
/bro͞oˈtalədē/






noun




savage physical violence; great cruelty




•
 
brutality against civilians.



















brutalize

 
/ˈbro͞odlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack (someone) in a savage and violent way




•
 
they brutalize and torture persons in their custody.










2.
 
desensitize (someone) to the pain or suffering of others by exposing them to violent behavior or situations




•
 
he had been brutalized in prison and became cynical




•
 (as 
adj.

 
brutalizing

 )
 
the brutalizing effects of warfare.














II.
 
derivatives





brutalization

 
/ˌbro͞odləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌbro͞odlˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















brutally

 
/ˈbro͞odəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a savagely violent way




•
 
he was imprisoned and brutally tortured




•
 
he brutally murdered an innocent man.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a direct way that does not attempt to disguise unpleasantness




•
 
she was unapologetic and brutally honest




•
 
a brutally candid interview.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an extremely unpleasant or harsh degree




•
 
weeks of brutally cold weather




•
 
a brutally competitive market.




















brute

 
/bro͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a savagely violent person or animal




•
 
he was a cold-blooded brute.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a cruel, unpleasant, or insensitive person




•
 
what an unfeeling little brute you are.










3.
 
an animal as opposed to a human being.




4.
 
something awkward, difficult, or unpleasant




•
 
a great 
brute of a

 machine.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
unreasoning and animallike




•
 
a brute struggle for social superiority.










2.
 
merely physical




•
 
we achieve little by brute force.










3.
 
harsh, fundamental, or inescapable




•
 
the brute necessities of basic subsistence.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Old French 
brut(e

 ), from Latin 
brutus

 ‘dull, stupid.’





brutish

 
/ˈbro͞odiSH/





I.
 
adjective




resembling or characteristic of a brute




•
 
brutish behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
brutishly






adverb













2.
 
brutishness

 
/ˈbro͞odiSHnəs /






noun





















Brutus, Lucius Junius

 
/ˈbro͞otəs/






(6th century 
BC

 ), legendary founder of the Roman Republic. Traditionally, he led a popular uprising, after the rape of Lucretia, against his uncle, the king, and drove him from Rome.









Brutus, Marcus Junius






(85–42 
BC

 ), Roman senator. With Cassius he led the conspirators who assassinated Julius Caesar in 44. They were defeated by Caesar's supporters, Antony and Octavian, at the battle of Philippi in 42, after which he committed suicide.









bruvver

 
/ˈbrəvər /

 
bruv





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's brother




•
 
he's really looking forward to having a little bruvver or sister




•
 
me and me bruv will be there.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a form of address between men




•
 
it's been a long, hard journey, bruv, to be honest.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: representing a colloquial pronunciation of brother
 .






Bruxelles

 
/bro͞oˈsel/






French name for Brussels
 .









bruxism

 
/ˈbrəksizəm/





I.
 
noun




the involuntary or habitual grinding of the teeth, typically during sleep.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
brukhein

 ‘gnash the teeth’ + -ism
 .





Bryan

 
/ˈbrīən/






a city in east central Texas; pop. 72,357 (est. 2008).









Bryansk

 
/brēˈänsk /

 
Briansk






an industrial city in western Russia, southwest of Moscow, on the Desna River; pop. 413,900 (est. 2008).









Bryant, William Cullen

 
/ˈbrīənt/






(1794–1878), US poet and editor. He was co-owner and editor of the 
New York Evening Post

 1829–78; his poems “Thanatopsis” (1811) and “To a Waterfowl” (1821) established him as the leading poet of his time.









Bryce Canyon

 
/ˌbrīs ˈkanyən/






a region in south central Utah, site of a national park noted for spectacular rock formations.









Brylcreem

 
/ˈbrilkrēm/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a cream used on men's hair to give it a smooth, shiny appearance.








II.
 
derivatives





Brylcreemed






adjective





















bryology

 
/brīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of mosses and liverworts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bryological

 
/ˌbrīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
bryologist

 
/brīˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
bruon

 ‘moss’ + -logy
 .





bryony

 
/ˈbrīənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
white bryony

 )
 — a climbing plant that has greenish-white flowers, red berries, and springlike tendrils. Native to Eurasia, it is the only British member of the gourd family.

[
Bryonia dioica

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]




2.
 
(
black bryony

 )
 — a climbing plant with broad glossy leaves, poisonous red berries, and black tubers. Native to Europe, it is the only British member of the yam family.

[
Tamus communis

 , family 
Dioscoreaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English, via Latin from Greek 
bruōnia

 .





Bryophyta

 
/ˌbrīōˈfīdə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a division of small, simple plants that comprises the mosses and liverworts. They lack flowers and roots, reproduce by spores released from a stalked capsule, and are anchored to the soil by specialized hairs.

[Division 
Bryophyta

 : classes 
Musci

 (mosses) and 
Hepaticae

 (liverworts).]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
bruon

 ‘moss’ + 
phuta

 ‘plants.’





bryophyte

 
/ˈbrīəˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a small flowerless green plant of the division 
Bryophyta

 , which comprises the mosses and liverworts.














Bryozoa

 
/ˌbrīəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of sedentary aquatic invertebrates that comprises the moss animals.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
bruon

 ‘moss’ + 
zōia

 ‘animals.’





bryozoan

 
/ˌbrīəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a sedentary aquatic invertebrate of the phylum 
Bryozoa

 , which comprises the moss animals.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting bryozoans.














Brythonic

 
/ˌbriˈTHänik /

 
Brittonic





I.
 
adjective




denoting, relating to, or belonging to the southern group of Celtic languages, consisting of Welsh, Cornish, and Breton.








II.
 
noun




the Brythonic languages collectively.











– origin

 from Welsh 
Brython

 ‘Britons’ + -ic
 .






Brześć nad Bugiem

 
/bəˌZHesCH näd ˈbo͞oɡēəm/






Polish name for Brest
 (
sense

 2).









BS

 
/ˈbē ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 Bachelor of Science.




2.
 
balance sheet.




3.
 
Blessed Sacrament.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 used as a euphemism for “bullshit.”













BSA






abbreviation




Boy Scouts of America.













BSc

 
/ˌbēˌesˈsē/






abbreviation




Bachelor of Science.













B-school

 
/ˈbēsko͞ol/






abbreviation




business school.














BSE

 
/ˈˌbē ˈˌes ˈē/






noun




bovine spongiform encephalopathy, a usually fatal disease of cattle affecting the central nervous system, causing agitation and staggering. It is thought to be caused by an agent such as a prion or a virino, and its possible connection with Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease in humans is still much debated.

Also (popularly) called mad cow disease
 .













B-side

 
/ˈbē ˌsīd/






noun




the less important side of a pop single record.













BST

 
/ˈˌbē ˈˌes ˈtē/






abbreviation




bovine somatotropin, especially as a hormone injected in cattle.













Bt.






abbreviation




Baronet.













B2B

 
/bēːtəˈbēː/






abbreviation




business-to-business, denoting trade conducted via the Internet between businesses.













B2C






abbreviation




business-to-consumer, denoting trade conducted via the Internet between businesses and consumers.













B-tree

 
/ˈbēˌtrē/






noun






[Computing]

 an organizational structure for information storage and retrieval in the form of a tree in which all terminal nodes are the same distance from the base, and all nonterminal nodes have between 
n

 and 2
n

 subtrees or pointers (where 
n

 is an integer).













Btu

 
BTU






abbreviation




British thermal unit(s).













BTW






abbreviation




by the way.













bu.






abbreviation



1.
 
bureau.




2.
 
bushel(s).













Bual

 
/bwäl, bo͞oˈäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown chiefly in Madeira.




2.
 
a Madeira wine of a medium sweet type made from Bual grapes.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
boal

 .





bub

 
/bəb/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an aggressive or rude way of addressing a boy or man




•
 
hey, bub, I'm looking for someone.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.





bubal

 
/ˈbyo͞obəl/





I.
 
noun




a hartebeest, especially one of an extinct race that was formerly found in North Africa.

[
Alcelaphus buselaphus buselaphus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
bubale

 , via Latin from Greek 
boubalos

 ‘wild ox, antelope.’





bubba

 
/ˈbəbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as an informal or affectionate form of address to a brother




•
 
my sister has always called me bubba.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a working-class white male of the rural South.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of brother
 .





bubbie

 
/ˈbo͝obē, ˈbəbē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (chiefly Jewish) one's grandmother.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
bubeleh

 ‘grandmother.’






bubble

 
/ˈbəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin sphere of liquid enclosing air or another gas.




2.
 
an air- or gas-filled spherical cavity in a liquid or a solidified liquid such as glass or amber.




3.
 
used to refer to a good or fortunate situation that is isolated from reality or unlikely to last




•
 
we both lived in a bubble, the kind provided by occupying a privileged pied-à-terre in Greenwich Village.










4.
 
used to refer to a significant, usually rapid, increase in asset prices that is soon followed by a collapse in prices and typically arises from speculation or enthusiasm rather than intrinsic increases in value




•
 
the US economy squandered trillions as a result of the 1990s stock market bubble




•
 
many companies enjoyed rapid expansion before 
the bubble burst

 .










5.
 
a transparent domed cover or enclosure




•
 
piglets born into a sterile bubble.










6.
 
a place or position that is protected from danger or unpleasant reality




•
 
they are not on tour packages seeing foreign ports from a bubble.










7.
 
(also 
bubble shell

 )
 — a marine mollusk that typically has a thin scroll-like shell.

[
Bullidae

 and other families, order 
Cephalaspidea

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) contain bubbles of air or gas rising to the surface




•
 
a pot of soup bubbled away on the stove.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
bubbling

 )
 — make a sound resembling this




•
 
a bubbling fountain.










3.
 
(
bubble with or over with

 )
 — (of a person) be exuberantly filled with an irrepressible positive feeling




•
 
Ellen was bubbling with such enthusiasm.










4.
 
(
bubble up

 )
 — (especially of a negative feeling) become more intense and approach the point of being vehemently expressed




•
 
the fury bubbling up inside her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
burst someone's bubble






shatter someone's illusions about something or destroy someone's sense of well-being.









2.
 
on the bubble








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a sports player or team) last or among the last awaiting news about qualifying for the final place in a competition.

[from 
sit on the bubble

 , with the implication that the bubble may burst.]















– origin

 Middle English: partly imitative, partly an alteration of burble
 .





bubble and squeak





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 cooked cabbage fried with cooked potatoes and often meat.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the sounds of the mixture cooking.





bubble bath

 
/ˈbəbl ˌbaTH/






noun




a bath of water with liquid, crystals, or powder added to make it foam and have a fragrant smell.













bubble canopy






noun




a transparent domed canopy on an aircraft or bubble car.













bubble car

 
/ˈbəbəl kär/






noun




a small car with a transparent domed canopy and typically three wheels.













bubble chamber

 
/ˈbəbəl ˈCHāmbər/






noun






[Physics]

 an apparatus designed to make the tracks of ionizing particles visible as a row of bubbles in a liquid.













bubble economy






noun




an unstable expanding economy; in particular, a period of heightened prosperity and increased commercial activity in Japan in the late 1980s brought about by artificially adjusted interest rates.














bubblegum

 
/ˈbəb(ə)lˌɡəm/






noun



1.
 
chewing gum that can be blown into bubbles.




2.
 
(also 
bubblegum pink

 )
 — the bright pink color of bubblegum


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bubblegum capri pants.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a thing considered to be insipid, simplistic, or adolescent in taste or style




•
 
rockers hate bubblegum pop.



















bubblehead

 
/ˈbəbəlhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a foolish or empty-headed person.













bubblejet printer

 
/ˈbəbəlˌjet ˌprin(t)ər/






noun




a kind of inkjet printer which the ink is heated, producing bubbles which force droplets of ink onto the paper.














bubble level






noun




another term for level
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













bubble lift

 
bubble






noun






‹informal›

 a ski lift with enclosed cabins.













bubble memory

 
/ˈbəbəl ˌmem(ə)rē/






noun






[Computing]

 a type of memory in which data is stored as a pattern of magnetized regions in a thin layer of magnetic material.













bubble pack

 
/ˈbəbəl pak/






noun




another term for bubble wrap
 .













bubbler

 
/ˈbəb(ə)lər/






noun






(Austral.)

 
(US)

 a drinking fountain.














bubble tea






noun




a cold, frothy drink made with iced tea, sweetened milk or other flavorings, and usually with sweet black balls or “pearls” made from tapioca.

Also called boba tea
 , pearl tea
 .














bubble wrap

 
/ˈbəbəl rap /

 


‹US trademark›

 BubbleWrap






noun




plastic packaging material in sheets containing numerous small air cushions designed to protect fragile goods.













bubbly

 
/ˈbəb(ə)lē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing bubbles




•
 
bake until the top is crisp and bubbly.










2.
 
(of a person) full of cheerful high spirits




•
 
a bright and bubbly personality.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 champagne.













Buber, Martin

 
/ˈbo͞obər/






(1878–1965), Israeli religious philosopher, born in Austria. In his existentialist work 
I and Thou

 (1923), he argued that religious experience involves reciprocal relationships with a personal subject, rather than knowledge of some “thing.”









bubo

 
/ˈb(y)o͞obō/





I.
 
noun




a swollen, inflamed lymph node in the armpit or groin.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
boubōn

 ‘groin or swelling in the groin.’





bubonic

 
/b(y)o͞oˈbänik/






adjective




causing or characterized by swollen, inflamed lymph nodes in the armpit or groin




•
 
three vials of inert bubonic bacteria from a laboratory




•
 
patients suffering from the bubonic form of the plague should be placed in isolation.




















bubonic plague

 
/byo͞oˌbänik ˈplāɡ/






noun




the most common form of plague in humans, characterized by fever, delirium, and the formation of buboes.

The plague bacterium, 
Yersinia pestis

 is transmitted by rat fleas. Epidemics occurred in Europe throughout the Middle Ages (notably as the Black Death and the Great Plague of 1665–66); the disease is still endemic in parts of Asia.













bucatini

 
/ˌbo͝okəˈtēnē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the shape of small tubes.











– origin

 Italian.





buccal

 
/ˈbəkəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to the mouth




•
 
the buccal cavity.










2.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to the cheek




•
 
the buccal side of the molars.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
bucca

 ‘cheek’ + -al
 .





buccaneer

 
/ˌbəkəˈnir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a pirate, originally off the Spanish-American coasts.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a daring, adventurous, and sometimes reckless person, especially in business


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a shrewd and buccaneering businessman.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally denoting European hunters in the Caribbean): from French 
boucanier

 , from 
boucan

 ‘a frame on which to cook or cure meat,’ from Tupi 
mukem

 .





buccaneering

 
/ˌbəkəˈniriNG/






adjective




daring and adventurous (often used in a business context)




•
 
the buccaneering nature of the oil-transport industry.



















buccinator

 
/ˈbəksəˌnādər/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a flat, thin muscle in the wall of the cheek.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
buccinare

 ‘blow a trumpet,’ from 
buccina

 , denoting a kind of trumpet.





Bucephalus

 
/byo͞oˈsefələs/






the favorite horse of Alexander the Great, who tamed the horse as a boy and took it with him on his campaigns until its death, after a battle, in 326 
BC

 .









Buchanan, James

 
/byo͞oˈkanən/






(1791–1868), 15th president of the US 1857–61. A Pennsylvania Democrat, he served as US congressman 1821–31, minister to Russia 1832–33, US senator 1834–45, US secretary of state 1845–49, and minister to Great Britain 1853–56. As president, his leanings toward the pro-slavery side in the developing dispute over slavery made the issue more fraught. He retired from politics in 1861.










Bucharest

 
/ˈbo͞okəˌrest/






the capital of Romania, in the southeastern part of the country; pop. 1,931,236 (2006).

Romanian name Bucureşti
 .









Buchenwald

 
/ˈbo͞okənˌwäld/






a Nazi concentration camp in World War II, near the village of Buchenwald in central Germany.









Buchner, Eduard

 
/ˈbo͞oknər, ˈbo͝ok-/






(1860–1917), German organic chemist. He studied the chemistry of alcoholic fermentation and identified several enzymes, notably zymase. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1907).










buck1


 
/bək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the male of some antlered animals, especially the fallow deer, roe deer, reindeer, and antelopes.

Compare with doe
 .




2.
 
a male hare, rabbit, ferret, rat, or kangaroo.




3.
 
a vaulting horse.




4.
 
a vertical jump performed by a horse, with the head lowered, back arched, and back legs thrown out behind.




5.
 


‹dated›

 a fashionable and typically high-spirited young man.




6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a black or American Indian man.




7.
 
(
bucks

 )
 — an oxford shoe made of buckskin.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a horse) to perform a buck




•
 
he's got to get his head down to buck




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
bucked

 them 
off

 if they tried to get on her back.










2.
 
(of a vehicle) make sudden jerky movements




•
 
the boat began to buck in the water.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — oppose or resist (something that seems oppressive or inevitable)




•
 
the shares bucked the market trend.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make (someone) more cheerful




•
 
Bella and Jim need me to 
buck

 them 
up






•
 (
buck up

 )
 
buck up, kid, it's not the end of the world.














III.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹military slang›

 lowest of a particular rank




•
 
a buck private.

















– origin

 Old English, partly from 
buc

 ‘male deer’ (of Germanic origin, related to Dutch 
bok

 and German 
Bock

 ); reinforced by 
bucca

 ‘male goat,’ of the same ultimate origin.





buck2


 
/bək/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 a dollar




•
 
a run-down hotel room for five bucks a night.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
big bucks








(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 a lot of money.









2.
 
a fast (or quick) buck








(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 easily and quickly earned money




•
 
the pursuit of a fast buck is the cause of most losses.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






buck3


 
/bək/





I.
 
noun




an article placed as a reminder before a player whose turn it is to deal at poker.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the buck stops here (or with someone)








‹informal›

 the responsibility for something cannot or should not be passed to someone else.









2.
 
pass the buck








‹informal›

 shift the responsibility for something to someone else.















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the use of a buck-handled knife to indicate the dealer in a poker game.





Buck, Pearl S.

 
/bək/






(1892–1973), US writer; full name 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck

 . Her upbringing and work in China inspired her earliest novels, including 
The Good Earth

 (1931) and 
Dragon Seed

 (1942). Nobel Prize for Literature (1938).









buck-and-wing

 
/ˌbəkənˈwiNG/






noun






(US)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a lively solo tap dance, typically done in wooden-soled shoes.














buckaroo

 
/ˌbəkəˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a cowboy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of vaquero
 .






buckbean

 
/ˈbəkbēn/





I.
 
noun




a plant of bogs and shallow water with creeping rhizomes, beanlike leaves that consist of three leaflets, and white or pinkish hairy flowers. Formerly used as a substitute for hops, it is now cultivated as an ornamental aquatic plant.

Also called bogbean
 . [
Menyanthes trifoliata

 , family 
Menyanthaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Flemish 
bocks boonen

 ‘goat's beans.’





buckboard

 
/ˈbəkbôrd/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an open, four-wheeled, horse-drawn carriage with seating that is attached to a plank stretching between the front and rear axles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
buck

 ‘body of a cart’ (perhaps a variant of obsolete 
bouk

 ‘belly, body’) + board
 .





buckbrush

 
/ˈbəkˌbrəSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 coarse vegetation on which wild deer browse.













buckeroo

 
/ˌbəkəˈro͞o/






noun




variant spelling of buckaroo
 .













bucket

 
/ˈbəkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roughly cylindrical open container, typically made of metal or plastic, with a handle, used to hold and carry liquids or other material.




2.
 
the contents of a bucket or the amount it can contain




•
 
she emptied a 
bucket of

 water over them.










3.
 
(
buckets

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 large quantities of liquid, typically rain or tears




•
 
I wept buckets.










4.
 


[Basketball]

 
‹informal›

 a basket.




5.
 
a compartment on the outer edge of a waterwheel.




6.
 
the scoop of a dredger or grain elevator.




7.
 
a scoop attached to the front of a loader, digger, or tractor.




8.
 


[Computing]

 a unit of data that can be transferred from secondary storage in a single operation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
it buckets

 , 
it is bucketing

 , etc.)
 — 

‹informal›

 rain heavily




•
 
it was still 
bucketing down

 .










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) move quickly and jerkily




•
 
the car came bucketing out of a side road.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a drop in the bucket






see drop
 .









2.
 
kick the bucket






see kick
 1
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





bucketful

 
/ˈbəkətˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
buquet

 ‘tub, pail,’ perhaps from Old English 
būc

 ‘belly, pitcher.’





bucket brigade






noun




a line of people who pass buckets of water from one to another to put out a fire.













bucket hat






noun




a simple soft cloth hat with a brim.













bucket list





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a number of experiences or achievements that a person hopes to have or accomplish during their lifetime




•
 
making this trip is the first thing on my bucket list.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from the phrase 
kick the bucket

 ‘die’ (see kick
 1
 ), popularized by the 2007 movie 
The Bucket List

 .





bucketload

 
/ˈbəkətˌlōd/






noun



1.
 
as much as can be held by a bucket.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a large quantity




•
 
he scoops up business donations by the bucketload.



















bucket seat

 
/ˈbəkət ˈsēt/






noun




a seat in a car or aircraft with a rounded back to fit one person.













bucket shop

 
/ˈbəkət ˌSHäp/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an unauthorized office for speculating in stocks or currency using the funds of unwitting investors.













bucketwheel

 
/ˈbəkətˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a machine with a series of scoops or buckets on a rotating belt, used to excavate or move material.













buckeye

 
/ˈbəkˌī/






noun



1.
 
a North American tree or shrub related to the horse chestnut, with showy yellow, red, or white flowers.

[Genus 
Aesculus

 , family 
Hippocastanaceae

 : several species, including the 
Ohio buckeye

 (
A. glabra

 ), with yellow flowers and prickly fruit husks.]




2.
 
(also 
buckeye butterfly

 )
 — an orange and brown New World butterfly with conspicuous eyespots on the wings.

[
Junonia coenia

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]




3.
 
(
Buckeye

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 a native of the state of Ohio.

[from the name given to the state, with reference to the abundance of buckeye trees.]




4.
 
(also 
buckeye coupling

 )
 — a kind of automatic coupling for railroad rolling stock.

[named after the 
Buckeye

 Steel Castings Company, Columbus, Ohio.]













Buckeye State






a nickname for the state of Ohio
 .









buck fever






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 nervousness felt by novice hunters when they first sight game.













buckhorn

 
/ˈbəkhôrn/






noun




the horn of a deer, used typically to make knife handles, small containers, or rifle sights.













buckhound

 
/ˈbəkhound/






noun




a staghound of a small breed.













buckjump

 
/ˈbəkjəmp /

 

‹Austral.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) jump vertically with the head lowered, back arched, and legs drawn together in an attempt to unseat the rider.








II.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an act or display of buckjumping




•
 
a buckjump rider.














III.
 
derivatives





buckjumper






noun





















buckjumping

 
/ˈbəkˌjəmpiNG/






noun




a rodeo event in which a rider attempts to stay in the saddle of a bucking horse for a period of eight seconds


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a buckjumping event.




















buckle

 
/ˈbək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat, typically rectangular frame with a hinged pin, used for joining the ends of a belt or strap.




2.
 
a similarly shaped ornament, especially on a shoe.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or decorate with a buckle




•
 
he buckled his belt.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
buckle up

 )
 — fasten one's seat belt in a car or aircraft.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — bend and give way under pressure or strain




•
 
the earth 
buckled under

 the titanic stress.







[from French 
boucler

 ‘to bulge.’]




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bend (something) out of shape




•
 
a giant oak buckles the sidewalk.










5.
 
(of a person) yield or collapse under pressure




•
 
a weaker person might have 
buckled under

 the strain.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





buckle down






tackle a task with determination




•
 
they will 
buckle down to

 negotiations over the next few months.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bocle

 , from Latin 
buccula

 ‘cheek strap of a helmet,’ from 
bucca

 ‘cheek.’





buckle bunny






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a woman who is a follower or devotee of rodeos and cowboys.














buckler

 
/ˈbək(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small, round shield held by a handle or worn on the forearm.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
(escu) bocler

 , literally ‘(shield) with a boss,’ from 
bocle

 ‘buckle, boss’ (see buckle
 ).





Buckley, William F.

 
/ˈbəklē/






(1925–2008), US journalist and writer; full name 
William Frank Buckley, Jr.

 Founder of the conservative magazine 
National Review

 (1955), he hosted the television discussion program 
Firing Line

 1966–99.










buckminsterfullerene

 
/ˌbəkminstərˈfo͝oləˌrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a form of carbon having molecules of 60 atoms arranged in a polyhedron resembling a geodesic sphere.

See also fullerene
 .











– origin

 1980s: named after Richard 
Buckminster Fuller

 (see Fuller, R. Buckminster
 ).





buck naked

 
//






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 completely naked.













bucko

 
/ˈbəkō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a young man (often as a form of address)




•
 
now hold on a minute, bucko.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally nautical slang): from buck
 1
 + -o
 .





buck-passing

 
/ˈbəkˌpasiNG/






noun




the practice of shifting the responsibility for something to someone else.













buckra

 
/ˈbəkrə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
(W. Indian)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a white person, typically a man.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Ibibio and Efik 
(m)bakara

 ‘European, master.’





buckram

 
/ˈbəkrəm/





I.
 
noun




coarse linen or other cloth stiffened with gum or paste and used typically as interfacing and in bookbinding.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a kind of fine linen or cotton cloth): from Old French 
boquerant

 , perhaps from Bukhara
 in central Asia.





bucksaw

 
/ˈbəksô/






noun




a type of saw typically set in an H-shaped frame and used with both hands.













Bucks County

 
/ˌbəks ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in southeastern Pennsylvania, on the Delaware River, noted for its affluent Philadelphia suburbs and its artists' colonies; pop. 621,643 (est. 2008). Its seat is Doylestown.









buckshee

 
/ˌbəkˈSHē ˈbəkSHē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 free of charge




•
 
a buckshee brandy.

















– origin

 World War I (originally soldiers' slang): alteration of baksheesh
 .





buckshot

 
/ˈbəkˌSHät/






noun




coarse lead shot used in shotgun shells.













buckskin

 
/ˈbəkˌskin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the skin of a male deer.




2.
 
grayish leather with a suede finish, traditionally made from the skin of a male deer but now more commonly made from sheepskin


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pair of buckskin moccasins.










3.
 
(
buckskins

 )
 — clothes or shoes made from buckskin.




4.
 
thick, smooth cotton or woolen fabric.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a horse of a grayish-yellow color.








II.
 
derivatives





buckskinned






adjective





















buckthorn

 
/ˈbəkTHôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrub or small tree of the buckthorn family, typically bearing thorns. Some kinds yield dyes, and others have been used medicinally.

[Genus 
Rhamnus

 , family 
Rhamnaceae

 : several species, including the European 
common buckthorn

 (
R. cathartica

 ), now established in the northeastern and central US, and the 
Carolina buckthorn

 (
R. caroliniana

 ) of the southern US.]




2.
 
(also 
buckthorn bumelia

 )
 — a shrub or small tree of the sapodilla family, with sharp thorns and clusters of small white flowers, commonly found in moist soils of the southern and central US.

[
Bumelia lycioides

 , family 
Sapotaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from buck
 1
 in the sense ‘deer’ + thorn
 , translating modern Latin 
spina cervina

 .





buck tooth





I.
 
noun




an upper tooth that projects over the lower lip.








II.
 
derivatives





buck-toothed

 
/ˌbəkˈto͞oTHt /






adjective





















buckwheat

 
/ˈbəkˌ(h)wēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Asian plant of the dock family that produces starchy seeds. The seeds are used for fodder and are also milled into flour that is widely used in the US.

[
Fagopyrum esculentum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]




2.
 
(in full 
buckwheat tree

 )
 — see titi
 2
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
boecweite

 ‘beech wheat,’ its grains being shaped like beech mast.





buckyball

 
/ˈbəkēˌbôl/





I.
 
plural noun






[Chemistry]

 a hollow spherical molecule composed of a large number of carbon atoms.











– origin

 1980s: from buckminsterfullerene
 and ball
 1
 .





buckytube

 
/ˈbəkēˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun






‹informal›

 a carbon nanotube.













bucolic

 
/byo͞oˈkälik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the pleasant aspects of the countryside and country life




•
 
the church is lovely for its bucolic setting.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
bucolics

 )


1.
 
a pastoral poem.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a pastoral poem): via Latin from Greek 
boukolikos

 , from 
boukolos

 ‘herdsman,’ from 
bous

 ‘ox.’






Bucureşti

 
/ˌbo͞oko͞oˈreSHt(ē)/






Romanian name for Bucharest
 .









bud1


 
/bəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a compact knoblike growth on a plant that develops into a leaf, flower, or shoot.




2.
 


[Biology]

 an outgrowth from an organism (e.g., a yeast cell) that separates to form a new individual without sexual reproduction taking place.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Zoology]

 (of an animal) a rudimentary leg or other appendage that has not yet grown, or never will grow, to full size.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 marijuana




•
 
I found him outside, smoking some bud.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a plant or animal) form a bud




•
 
new blood vessels bud out from the vascular bed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
tapeworms 
bud off

 egg-bearing sections from their tail end.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 graft a bud of (a plant) onto another plant.








III.
 
phrases





in bud






(of a plant) having newly formed buds.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





bud2


 
/bəd/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a form of address, usually to a boy or man, used especially when the name of the one being addressed is not known




•
 
listen, bud, I saw you there with my own eyes.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of buddy
 .





Budapest

 
/ˈbo͞odəˌpest ˈbo͞odəˌpeSHt/






the capital of Hungary, in the northern central part of the country; pop. 1,712,210 (2009). It was formed in 1873 by the union of the city of Buda on the right bank of the Danube River with the city of Pest on the left.










Buddha

 
/ˈbo͝odə/





I.
 (often 
the Buddha

 )


1.
 
a title given to the founder of Buddhism, Siddartha Gautama (
c.

 563–
c.

 460 
BC

 ). Born a prince in what is now Nepal, he renounced wealth and family to become an ascetic, and after achieving enlightenment while meditating, taught all who came to learn from him.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
a buddha

 )
 — 

[Buddhism]

 a person who has attained full enlightenment.




3.
 
a statue or picture of the Buddha.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘enlightened,’ past participle of 
budh

 ‘know.’






Buddhism

 
/ˈbo͞odizəm ˈbo͝odizəm/






noun



1.
 
a widespread Asian religion or philosophy, founded by Siddartha Gautama in northeastern India in the 5th century 
BC

 .





Buddhism has no creator god and gives a central role to the doctrine of karma. The ‘four noble truths’ of Buddhism state that all existence is suffering, that the cause of suffering is desire, that freedom from suffering is nirvana, and that this is attained through the ‘eightfold’ path of ethical conduct, wisdom, and mental discipline (including meditation). There are two major traditions, Theravada and Mahayana.









Buddhist

 
/ˈbo͝odəst/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of the religion based on the teachings of Buddha




•
 
she was a practicing Buddhist




•
 
devout Buddhists participate in the ceremonies.














II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the religion based on the teachings of Buddha




•
 
the retiring Buddhist abbot




•
 
a huge Buddhist altar.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Buddhistic

 
/bo͝oˈdistik /






adjective













2.
 
Buddhistical

 
/bo͝oˈdistik(ə)l /






adjective





















budding

 
/ˈbədiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) having or developing buds




•
 
a budding chrysanthemum.










2.
 
(of a part of the body) becoming larger as part of the process of normal growth.




3.
 
(of a person) beginning and showing signs of promise in a particular career or field




•
 
budding young actors.










4.
 
just beginning and showing promising signs of continuing




•
 
their budding relationship.



















buddle

 
/ˈbəd(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a shallow inclined container in which ore is washed.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





buddleia

 
/ˈbədlēə ˌbədˈlēə/





I.
 
noun




a widely cultivated shrub with fragrant lilac, white, or yellow flowers.

[Genus 
Buddleia

 (or 
Buddleja

 ), family 
Loganiaceae

 : several species, esp. the butterfly bush.]











– origin

 modern Latin; named in honor of the English botanist Adam 
Buddle

 (died 1715), by Linnaeus, at the suggestion of Sir William Houston who introduced the plant to Europe from South America.






buddy

 
/ˈbədē /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a close friend.




2.
 
a working companion with whom close cooperation is required.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become friendly and spend time with




•
 
I decided to 
buddy up to

 them.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of brother
 .





buddy-buddy

 
/ˌbədēˈbədē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 very friendly




•
 
he's buddy-buddy with the ambassador.



















buddy movie

 
/ˈbədē ˈmo͞ovē/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a movie portraying a close friendship between two people, especially between two men.













buddy system

 
/ˈbədē ˈsistim ˈsistəm/






noun




a cooperative arrangement whereby individuals are paired or teamed up and assume responsibility for one another's instruction, productivity, welfare, or safety.













budge

 
/bəj/





I.
 
verb

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
make or cause to make the slightest movement


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the line in the bank hasn't budged




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I couldn't budge the door.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
budge over

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 make room for another person by moving




•
 
budge over, boys, make room for your uncle.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modal

 ]
 — change or make (someone) change an opinion


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I tried to persuade him, but he wouldn't budge




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
neither bribe nor threat will budge him.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bouger

 ‘to stir,’ based on Latin 
bullire

 ‘to boil.’





Budge, Don

 
/bəj/






(1915–2000), US tennis player; full name 
John Donald Budge

 . He was the first to win all four Grand Slam singles titles in the same year (1938).










budgerigar

 
/ˈbəjərēˌɡär/





I.
 
noun




a small gregarious Australian parakeet that in the wild is green with a yellow head. It is popular as a pet bird and has been bred in a variety of colors.

[
Melopsittacus undulatus

 , family 
Psittacidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of Aboriginal origin, perhaps an alteration of Kamilaroi 
gijirrigaa

 (also in related languages).






budget

 
/ˈbəjət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an estimate of income and expenditure for a set period of time




•
 
keep within the household budget




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a budget deficit.










2.
 
an annual or other regular estimate of national revenue and expenditure put forward by the government, often including details of changes in taxation.




3.
 
the amount of money needed or available for a purpose




•
 
they have a limited budget.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a quantity of material, typically that which is written or printed.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
allow or provide a particular amount of money in a budget




•
 
the university is 
budgeting for

 a deficit




•
 (as 
noun

 
budgeting

 )
 
corporate planning and budgeting.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (a sum of money) for a particular purpose from a budget




•
 
the council proposes to budget $100,000 to provide grants




•
 (as 
adj.

 
budgeted

 )
 
a budgeted figure of $31,000.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
inexpensive




•
 
a budget guitar.














IV.
 
phrases





on a budget






with a restricted amount of money




•
 
we're traveling on a budget.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bougette

 , diminutive of 
bouge

 ‘leather bag,’ from Latin 
bulga

 ‘leather bag, knapsack,’ of Gaulish origin. Compare with bulge
 . The word originally meant a pouch or wallet, and later its contents. In the mid 18th cent., the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the UK, in presenting his annual statement, was said “to open the budget.” In the late 19th cent. the use of the term was extended from governmental to private or commercial finances.





budgetary

 
/ˈbəjiterē/






adjective




relating to or in accordance with an estimate of income and expenditure




•
 
tight budgetary constraints




•
 
a coalition to prevent budgetary cuts to schools.



















budgie

 
/ˈbəjē/






noun




informal term for budgerigar
 .













bud-graft

 
/ˈbədˌɡraft/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
graft a bud of (a plant) onto another plant.








II.
 
noun




a plant grown by grafting a bud onto another plant.













budtender

 
/ˈbədˌtendər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a person who serves customers at an establishment where marijuana is sold




•
 
I started working at the dispensary as a budtender last June.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of bud
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun) and bartender
 .






Budweis

 
/ˈbo͝otvīs/






German name for České Budějovice
 .









budwood

 
/ˈbədwo͝od/






noun




short lengths of young branches with buds prepared for grafting onto the rootstock of another plant.













budworm

 
/ˈbədwərm/






noun




a moth caterpillar that is destructive to buds.

See spruce budworm
 .













Buena Park

 
/ˈbwānə, ˈbyo͞o-/






a city in southern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 79,379 (est. 2008). Its tourist attractions include Knott's Berry Farm, a theme park.









Buenaventura

 
/ˌbwānəvenˈt(y)o͝orə, ˌbwenə-/






the chief Pacific Ocean port of Colombia; pop. 324,207 (2005).









Buena Vista






a village in northern Mexico, in Coahuila state, near Saltillo, where US forces under Zachary Taylor won a major battle against Mexican forces under Santa Anna in February 1847.









Buenos Aires

 
/ˌbwānəs ˈerēs ˈbwānəs ˌīrəz/






the capital city and chief port of Argentina, in the eastern central part of the country, on the Plata River; pop. 3,042,600 (est. 2008).









Buerger's disease

 
/ˈbərɡərz diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




inflammation and thrombosis in small and medium-sized blood vessels, typically in the legs and leading to gangrene. It has been associated with smoking.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after L. 
Buerger

 (1879–1943), American surgeon.






buff1


 
/bəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellowish-beige color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a buff envelope.










2.
 
a stout, dull yellow leather with a velvety surface.




3.
 
a stick, wheel, or pad used for polishing or smoothing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
polish (something)




•
 
he buffed the glass until it gleamed.










2.
 
give (leather) a velvety finish by removing the surface of the grain.








III.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 being in good physical shape with fine muscle tone.








IV.
 
phrases





in the buff








‹informal›

 naked.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from French 
buffle

 , from Italian 
bufalo

 , from late Latin 
bufalus

 (see buffalo
 ). The original sense in English was ‘buffalo,’ later ‘oxhide’ or ‘color of oxhide.’





buff2


 
/bəf/





I.
 
noun

 — [with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is enthusiastically interested in and very knowledgeable about a particular subject




•
 
a computer buff.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from buff
 1
 , originally applied to enthusiastic fire-watchers, because of the buff uniforms formerly worn by New York volunteer firemen.






buffalo

 
/ˈbəf(ə)ˌlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavily built wild ox with backswept horns, found mainly in the Old World tropics.

[● four species native to southern Asia (genus 
Bubalus

 , family 
Bovidae

 ). See also water buffalo
 , anoa
 ● see African buffalo
 .]




2.
 
the North American bison.




3.
 
(also 
buffalo fish

 )
 — a large grayish-olive freshwater fish with thick lips, common in North America.

[Genus 
Ictiobus

 , family 
Catostomidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 overawe or intimidate (someone)




•
 
she didn't like being buffaloed.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 baffle (someone)




•
 
the problem has buffaloed the advertising staff.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Spanish or Portuguese 
búfalo

 , from late Latin 
bufalus

 , from earlier 
bubalus

 , from Greek 
boubalos

 ‘antelope, wild ox.’





Buffalo

 
/ˈbəf(ə)ˌlō/






an industrial city in the northwestern part of the state of New York; pop. 270,919 (est. 2008). Located at the eastern end of Lake Erie, it is a major port on the St. Lawrence Seaway.










buffalo berry






noun



1.
 
a North American shrub with silvery twigs and leaves and edible berries.

See also soapberry
 . [Genus 
Shepherdia

 , family 
Elaeagnaceae

 : two species, the western 
silver buffalo berry

 (
S. argentea

 ), with bright red berries, and the northern 
Canada buffalo berry

 (
S. canadensis

 ), with reddish or yellow berries.]




2.
 
the berry of the buffalo berry shrub.














Buffalo Bill






(1846–1917), US showman; born 
William Frederick Cody

 . He gained his nickname for killing 4,280 buffalo in 8 months to feed the Union Pacific Railroad workers. He subsequently devoted his life to his traveling Wild West Show.









buffalo gnat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for black fly
 (
sense

 2).













buffalo grass

 
/ˈbəf(ə)ˌlō ɡras/






noun




any of a number of grasses, in particular

[● a creeping grass of the North American plains, which is sometimes used for erosion control (
Buchloe dactyloides

 , family 
Gramineae

 ). ● a grass native to Australia and New Zealand (
Stenotaphrum secundatum

 , family 
Gramineae

 ).]













buffalo mozzarella






noun




mozzarella cheese made in the traditional way, from the milk of the water buffalo.













Buffalo River






a river that flows for 132 miles (213 km) through the Ozark Plateau in northwestern Arkansas and is a designated national preserve.









buffalo robe






noun




a rug, cloak, or blanket made from the dressed hide of a North American bison.













buffalo soldier






noun




(in US history) an African-American cavalry soldier.













Buffalo wings

 
buffalo wings
 , Buffalo chicken wings






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 deep-fried chicken wings coated in a spicy sauce and usually served with blue cheese dressing.













buffer

 
/ˈbəfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that prevents incompatible or antagonistic people or things from coming into contact with or harming each other




•
 
family and friends can provide a buffer against stress.










2.
 
(also 
buffer solution

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a solution that resists changes in pH when acid or alkali is added to it. Buffers typically involve a weak acid or alkali together with one of its salts.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a temporary memory area in which data is stored while it is being processed or transferred, especially one used while streaming video or downloading audio.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lessen or moderate the impact of (something)




•
 
the massage helped to buffer the strain.










2.
 
treat with a chemical buffer




•
 
add organic matter to buffer the resulting alkalinity.










3.
 


[Computing]

 store (data) in a buffer while it is being processed or transferred




•
 
try buffering as much of the video stream as you can before you hit the 'play' button.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from obsolete 
buff

 (verb), imitative of the sound of a blow to a soft body.





buffer state

 
/ˈbəfər ˌstāt/






noun




a small neutral country, situated between two larger hostile countries, serving to prevent the outbreak of regional conflict.













buffer zone

 
/ˈbəfər ˌzōn/






noun



1.
 
a neutral area serving to separate hostile forces or nations.




2.
 
an area of land designated for environmental protection




•
 
oyster harvesters are not allowed in certain buffer zones.



















buffet1


 
/bəˈfā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meal consisting of several dishes from which guests serve themselves


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cold buffet lunch.










2.
 
a room or counter in a station, hotel, or other public building selling light meals or snacks.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cabinet with shelves and drawers for keeping dinnerware and table linens.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (
sense

 3): from French, from Old French 
bufet

 ‘stool,’ of unknown origin.






buffet2


 
/ˈbəfət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of wind or waves) strike repeatedly and violently; batter




•
 
the rough seas buffeted the coast




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the wind was 
buffeting at

 their bodies.










2.
 
knock (someone) over or off course




•
 
he was buffeted from side to side.










3.
 
(of misfortunes or difficulties) afflict or harm (someone) repeatedly or over a long period




•
 
they were buffeted by a major recession.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a blow, typically of the hand or fist.




2.
 
a shock or misfortune




•
 
the daily buffets of urban civilization.










3.
 


[Aeronautics]

 another term for buffeting
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
buffeter

 (verb), 
buffet

 (noun), diminutive of 
bufe

 ‘a blow.’






buffeting

 
/ˈbəfədiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of striking someone or something repeatedly and violently




•
 
the roofs have survived the buffeting of worse winds than this.










2.
 
the action or result of afflicting or harming someone, typically repeatedly or over a long period




•
 
the buffeting that people are taking in lost job status.










3.
 


[Aeronautics]

 irregular oscillation of part of an aircraft, caused by turbulence.













Buffett, Warren

 
/ˈbəfit/






(1930–), US businessman and financier, noted for his philanthropic activities; full name 
Warren Edward Buffett

 .









bufflehead

 
/ˈbəflhed/





I.
 
noun




a small North American diving duck related to the goldeneye, with a large puffy head. The male has white plumage with a black back.

[
Bucephala albeola

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘simpleton’): from obsolete 
buffle

 ‘buffalo’ + head
 . The current sense (mid 18th cent.) may be an independent formation because of the duck's large square-shaped head.





buffo

 
/ˈbo͞ofō/





I.
 
noun




a comic actor in Italian opera or a person resembling such an actor.








II.
 
adjective




of or typical of Italian comic opera




•
 
a buffo character.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, ‘puff of wind, buffoon,’ from 
buffare

 ‘to puff,’ of imitative origin.





Buffon, Comte de

 
/bYˈfôN/






(1707–88), French naturalist; born 
Georges-Louis Leclerc

 . A founder of paleontology, he emphasized the unity of all living species, minimizing the apparent differences between animals and plants. His compilation of the animal kingdom, the 
Histoire Naturelle

 , reached 36 volumes by the time of his death.









buffoon

 
/bəˈfo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a ridiculous but amusing person; a clown.








II.
 
derivatives





buffoonish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
bouffon

 , from Italian 
buffone

 , from medieval Latin 
buffo

 ‘clown.’ Originally recorded as a rare Scots word for a kind of pantomime dance, the term later (late 16th cent.) denoted a professional jester.





buffoonery

 
/bəˈfo͞onərē/






noun




behavior that is ridiculous but amusing.














bug

 
/bəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small insect.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a harmful microorganism, as a bacterium or virus.




3.
 
an illness caused by a harmful microorganism such as a bacterium or virus




•
 
suffering from a flu bug.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an enthusiastic, almost obsessive, interest in something




•
 
they 
caught the

 sailing 
bug






•
 
Joe was 
bitten by the

 showbiz 
bug

 .










5.
 
(also 
true bug

 )
 — 

[Entomology]

 an insect of a large order distinguished by having mouthparts that are modified for piercing and sucking.

[Order 
Hemiptera

 : see Hemiptera
 .]




6.
 
a miniature microphone, typically concealed in a room or telephone, used for surveillance.




7.
 
an error in a computer program or system.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conceal a miniature microphone in (a room or telephone) in order to monitor or record someone's conversations




•
 
the telephones in the presidential palace were bugged.










2.
 
record or monitor (a conversation) by concealing a microphone in a room or telephone.




3.
 


‹informal›

 annoy or bother (someone)




•
 
a persistent reporter was bugging me.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bug off








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 go away.









2.
 
bug out

 

‹informal›






a.
 
leave quickly




•
 
if you see enemy troops, bug out.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 bulge outward




•
 
he did a double take and his eyes bugged out.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin. Current verb senses date from the early 20th cent.





bugaboo

 
/ˈbəɡəˌbo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an object of fear or alarm; a bugbear.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably of Celtic origin and related to Welsh 
bwci bo

 ‘bogey, the Devil,’ 
bwci

 ‘hobgoblin’ and Cornish 
bucca

 .





bugbane

 
/ˈbəɡbān/





I.
 
noun




a tall plant with wandlike spikes of cream or yellow flowers. A member of the buttercup family, it is native to north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Cimicifuga

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
American bugbane

 (
C. americana

 ) of the eastern US and the 
black cohosh

 (
C. racemosa

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from bug
 + bane
 , with reference to the former use of the species 
C. foetida

 to drive away bedbugs.





bugbear

 
/ˈbəɡˌber/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cause of obsessive fear, irritation, or loathing.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an imaginary being invoked to frighten children, typically a sort of hobgoblin supposed to devour them.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from obsolete 
bug

 ‘bogey’ (of unknown origin) + bear
 2
 .





bug-eyed

 
/ˈbəɡ ˌīd/






adjective, adverb




with bulging eyes


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
bug-eyed monsters




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he stared bug-eyed at John.



















bug fix





I.
 
noun




a correction to a bug in a computer program or system




•
 
software companies typically provide technical support and bug fixes for only a limited time.














II.
 
derivatives





bug fixing






noun






















bugger

 
/ˈbəɡər ˈbo͝oɡər /

 

‹vulgar slang chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a contemptible or pitied person, typically a man.




2.
 
used as a term of affection or respect, typically grudgingly




•
 
all right, let the 
little buggers

 come in.










3.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person who commits buggery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
penetrate the anus of (someone) during sexual intercourse; sodomize.








III.
 
exclamation




used to express annoyance or anger.








IV.
 
phrasal verbs





bugger off






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 go away.















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a heretic, specifically an Albigensian): from Middle Dutch, from Old French 
bougre

 , originally in the sense ‘heretic,’ from medieval Latin 
Bulgarus

 ‘Bulgarian,’ particularly one belonging to the Orthodox Church and therefore regarded as a heretic by the Roman Church. The sense ‘sodomite’ (16th cent.) arose from an association of heresy with forbidden sexual practices; its use as a general insult dates from the early 18th cent. Compare with Bulgar
 .





buggery

 
/ˈbəɡərē/





I.
 
noun




anal intercourse.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘heresy’): from Middle Dutch 
buggerie

 , from Old French 
bougrerie

 , from 
bougre

 (see bugger
 ).





buggy1


 
/ˈbəɡē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small or light vehicle, in particular




2.
 
a small motor vehicle, typically one with an open top




•
 
a golf buggy.










3.
 
short for baby buggy
 .




4.
 


‹historical›

 a light, horse-drawn vehicle for one or two people, with two or four wheels.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





buggy2


 
/ˈbəɡē/






adjective



1.
 
infested with bugs.




2.
 
(of a computer program or system) faulty in operation.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 crazy; insane.













bughouse

 
/ˈbəɡˌhous /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a mental hospital or asylum.








II.
 
adjective




crazy; insane.













bug juice






noun



1.
 
whisky or other liquor, especially when of poor quality.




2.
 
a sweet, artificially colored, non-carbonated soft drink.













bugle1


 
/ˈbyo͞oɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brass instrument like a small trumpet, typically without valves or keys and used for military signals.




2.
 
a loud sound resembling that of a bugle, as the mating call of a bull elk




•
 
the piercing bugle of adult bulls.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sound a bugle.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sound (a note or call) on a bugle




•
 
he bugled a warning.










3.
 
issue a loud sound resembling that of a bugle, particularly the mating call of a bull elk.








III.
 
derivatives





bugler

 
/ˈbyo͞oɡlər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
buculus

 , diminutive of 
bos

 ‘ox.’ The early English sense was ‘wild ox,’ hence the compound 
bugle-horn

 , being originally the horn of an ox used to give signals in hunting.





bugle2


 
/ˈbyo͞oɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a creeping plant of the mint family with blue flowers held on upright stems.

Also called bugleweed. [Genus 
Ajuga

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, esp. the common 
A. reptans

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
bugula

 .





bugle3


 
/ˈbyo͞oɡəl/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
bugle bead

 )


1.
 
an ornamental tube-shaped glass or plastic bead used in beadwork for clothing and fashion accessories.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





bugloss

 
/ˈbyo͞oɡläs/





I.
 
noun




a bristly plant of the borage family, with bright blue flowers.

[
Anchusa

 , 
Lycopsis

 , and other genera, family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, including the 
small bugloss

 (
L. arvensis

 ) and the widespread 
viper's bugloss

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
buglosse

 or Latin 
buglossus

 , from Greek 
bouglōssos

 ‘ox-tongued,’ from 
bous

 ‘ox’ + 
glōssa

 ‘tongue.’





buhl

 
/bo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




brass, tortoiseshell, or other material cut to make a pattern and used for inlaying furniture


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
buhl cabinets.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
boule

 , from the name of André Charles 
Boulle

 (1642–1732), French cabinetmaker. The variant 
buhl

 , apparently a modern Germanized spelling, is standard in the US.





buhrstone

 
/ˈbərstōn /

 
burstone
 , burrstone






noun




a porous limestone formerly much used for millstones.














build

 
/bild/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
construct (something, typically something large) by putting parts or material together over a period of time




•
 
the factory was built in 1936.










2.
 
commission, finance, and oversee the building of (something)




•
 
the city council plans to build a bridge.










3.
 
(
build something in/into

 )
 — incorporate (something) and make it a permanent part of a structure, system, or situation




•
 
engineers want to build in extra traction.










4.
 


[Computing]

 compile (a program, database, index, etc.).




5.
 
establish and develop (a business, relationship, or situation) over a period of time




•
 
he'd 
built up

 the store from nothing.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
build on

 )
 — use as a basis for further progress or development




•
 
the nation should build on the talents of its workforce.










7.
 
increase the size, intensity, or extent of




•
 
we 
built up

 confidence in our abilities




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the air of excited anticipation builds.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the dimensions or proportions of a person's or animal's body




•
 
she was of medium height and slim build




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
he has the ideal build for a sprinter.










2.
 
the style or form of construction of something, typically a vehicle.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a compiled version of a program.




4.
 
the process of compiling a program.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
build one's hopes up






become ever more hopeful or optimistic about something.









2.
 
built upon/on sand






without reliable foundations or any real substance




•
 
what more could you expect from a relationship built upon sand?





















– origin

 Old English 
byldan

 , from 
bold

 , 
botl

 ‘dwelling,’ of Germanic origin; related to bower
 1
 .





builddown

 
/ˈbildˌdoun/






noun




a gradual, systematic reduction in numbers, especially of nuclear weapons.













builder

 
/ˈbildər/






noun



1.
 
a person who constructs something by putting parts or material together over a period of time




•
 
a boat builder.










2.
 
a person whose job is to construct or repair houses, or to contract for their construction and repair.




3.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that creates or develops a particular thing




•
 
breaking the record was a real confidence builder.



















building

 
/ˈbildiNG /

 
bldg.






noun



1.
 
a structure with a roof and walls, such as a house, school, store, or factory.




2.
 
the process or business of constructing something




•
 
the building of highways




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
building materials.










3.
 
the process of creating or developing something, typically a system or situation, over a period of time




•
 
the building of democracy in Guatemala.



















-building






combining form



1.
 
the process of constructing, shaping, developing, or forming a particular thing




•
 
boat-building.










2.
 
the process of promoting something




•
 
bridge-building (between the nations).










3.
 
able to build




•
 
reef-building coral.



















building block

 
/ˈbildiNG bläk/






noun



1.
 
a child's toy brick, typically made of wood or plastic.




2.
 
a basic unit from which something is built up




•
 
sounds are the building blocks of language.




















building site

 
/ˈbildiNG sīt/






noun




an area where a structure is being constructed or repaired.













buildout

 
/ˈbildout/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the growth, development, or expansion of something




•
 
the rapid buildout of digital technology.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the state of maximum development as permitted by a plan or regulations




•
 
Pueblo West will need a source for new water as the community approaches its buildout.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the execution of a building or community development plan




•
 
we are working on Phase I Engineering and don't know if we'll even get the buildout.



















buildup

 
/ˈbildˌəp/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a gradual accumulation or increase, typically of something negative and typically leading to a problem or crisis




•
 
the buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.










2.
 
a period of excitement and preparation in advance of a significant event




•
 
the buildup to Christmas.










3.
 
a favorable description in advance; publicity




•
 
a showbiz buildup before the album release.



















built

 
/bilt/





I.
 
past and past participle of build
 .




II.
 
adjective




(of a person) having a specified physical size or build




•
 
a slightly built woman.



















built-in

 
/ˈbilt ˈˌin/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
forming an integral part of a structure or device




•
 
a camera with a built-in zoom lens.










2.
 
(of a characteristic) inherent; innate




•
 
the system has a built-in resistance to change.



















built-up

 
/ˈbilt ˈˌəp/






adjective



1.
 
(of an area) densely covered by houses or other buildings.




2.
 
increased in height by the addition of parts




•
 
shoes with built-up heels.










3.
 
(of a feeling) increasing in intensity over a period of time




•
 
built-up frustration.




















Bujumbura

 
/bo͞oˌjəmˈbo͞orə/






the capital of Burundi, at the northeastern end of Lake Tanganyika; pop. 429,000 (est. 2007). It was known as Usumbura until 1962.










Bukhara

 
/bo͞oˈKHärə /

 
Bukhoro
 , Bokhara






a city in southeastern Uzbekistan; pop. 249,000 (est. 2007). It is one of the oldest trade centers in central Asia, and is noted for the production of karakul fleeces.









bukkake

 
/bo͞ˈkaˌkā, bo͞ˈkäˌkē/





I.
 
noun




a type of sexual activity in which several men ejaculate on another person.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘act of splashing,’ also the name of a noodle dish.





Bulawayo

 
/ˌbo͝oləˈwā-ō, -ˈwī-ō/






an industrial city in western Zimbabwe; pop. 740,100 (est. 2009).









bulb

 
/bəlb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded underground storage organ present in some plants, notably those of the lily family, consisting of a short stem surrounded by fleshy scale leaves or leaf bases and lying dormant over winter.

Compare with corm
 , rhizome
 .




2.
 
a plant grown from a bulb.




3.
 
an object with a rounded or teardrop shape like a bulb, in particular




4.
 
a light bulb.




5.
 
an expanded part of a glass tube such as that forming the reservoir of a thermometer.




6.
 
a hollow flexible container with an opening through which the air can be expelled by squeezing, such as that used to fill a syringe.




7.
 
a spheroidal dilated part at the end of an anatomical structure.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
bolbos

 ‘onion, bulbous root.’





bulbar

 
/ˈbəlbər/






adjective




of or relating to an anatomical bulb, especially the medulla oblongata.













bulbil

 
/ˈbəlbəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a small bulblike structure, especially in the axil of a leaf or at the base of a stem, that may form a new plant.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
bulbillus

 , diminutive of 
bulbus

 ‘onion, bulbous root.’





bulbous

 
/ˈbəlbəs/






adjective



1.
 
fat, round, or bulging




•
 
a bulbous nose.










2.
 
(of a plant) growing from a bulb.













bulbul

 
/ˈbo͝olˌbo͝ol/





I.
 
noun




a tropical African and Asian songbird that typically has a melodious voice and drab plumage. Many kinds have a crest.

[Family 
Pycnonotidae

 : several genera and numerous species.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Persian, of imitative origin.





Bulganin, Nikolai

 
/bo͝olˈɡanən/






(1895–1975), Soviet statesman; premier 1955–58; full name 
Nikolai Aleksandrovich Bulganin

 .









bulgar

 
/ˈbəlɡər /

 
bulgur
 , bulgar wheat





I.
 
noun




a cereal food made from whole wheat partially boiled then dried


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bulgar wheat.

















– origin

 1930s: from Turkish 
bulgur

 ‘bruised grain.’






Bulgar

 
/ˈbəlɡər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Slavic people who settled in what is now Bulgaria in the 7th century.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Bulgarus

 , from Old Church Slavic 
Blŭgarinŭ

 . Compare with bugger
 .





Bulgaria

 
/ˌbəlˈɡerēə/





I.
 
a country in southeastern Europe, on the western shores of the Black Sea; pop. 7,204,700 (est. 2009); capital, Sofia; official language, Bulgarian.





Part of the Ottoman Empire from the 14th century, Bulgaria remained under Turkish rule until the late 19th century, becoming independent in 1908. A communist state was set up by the former Soviet Union after World War II, and a multiparty democratic system was introduced in 1989. Bulgaria joined NATO in 2004 and became a member of the EU in 2007. / 
– origin

 named after the Bulgars (see Bulgar
 ).





Bulgarian

 
/ˌbəlˈɡerēən ˌbo͝olˈɡerēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Bulgaria.




2.
 
the South Slavic language spoken in Bulgaria.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Bulgaria, its people, or their language.














bulge

 
/bəlj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded swelling or protuberance that distorts a flat surface.




2.
 
(especially in a military context) a piece of land that projects outward from an otherwise regular line




•
 
the advance created an eastward-facing bulge in the line.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a temporary unusual increase in number or size




•
 
a bulge in the birth rate.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swell or protrude to an unnatural or incongruous extent




•
 
the veins in his neck bulged




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bulging

 )
 
he stared with bulging eyes.










2.
 
be full of and distended with




•
 
a briefcase 
bulging with

 documents.














III.
 
derivatives





bulgy

 
/ˈbəljē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
boulge

 , from Latin 
bulga

 (see budget
 ). The original meaning was ‘wallet or bag,’ later ‘a ship's bilge’ (early 17th cent.); other senses presumably derived from association with the shape of a full bag.





bulgogi

 
/bo͝olˈɡōɡē/






noun




a Korean dish of thin beef slices marinated and grilled on a barbecue.













bulimarexia

 
/ˌbo͝oliməˈreksēə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for bulimia nervosa
 (see bulimia
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





bulimarexic

 
/-ˈreksik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1970s: blend of bulimia
 and anorexia
 .






bulimia

 
/bo͝oˈlimēə bo͝oˈlēmēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
insatiable overeating as a medical condition, in particular




2.
 
(also 
bulimia nervosa

 )
 — an emotional disorder involving distortion of body image and an obsessive desire to lose weight, in which bouts of extreme overeating are followed by depression and self-induced vomiting, purging, or fasting.

Also called binge-purge syndrome
 .




3.
 
an eating disorder in which a large quantity of food is consumed in a short period of time, often followed by feelings of guilt or shame.

Also called binge-eating syndrome
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (as 
bolisme

 , later 
bulimy

 ): modern Latin, or from medieval Latin 
bolismos

 , from Greek 
boulimia

 ‘ravenous hunger,’ from 
bous

 ‘ox’ + 
limos

 ‘hunger.’





bulimic

 
/bo͞oˈlimik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, characterized by, or suffering from an eating disorder marked by bouts of overeating, followed by fasting or vomiting




•
 
for years she was bulimic




•
 
the development of bulimic behavior.














II.
 
noun




a person suffering from an eating disorder marked by bouts of overeating, followed by fasting or vomiting




•
 
a recovering bulimic.



















bulk

 
/bəlk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the mass or magnitude of something large




•
 
the sheer bulk of the bags.










2.
 
a large mass or shape, for example of a building or a heavy body




•
 
he moved quickly in spite of his bulk.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — large in quantity or amount




•
 
bulk orders of more than 100 copies.










4.
 
(
the bulk

 )
 — the majority or greater part of something




•
 
the bulk of the traffic had passed.










5.
 
roughage in food




•
 
bread and potatoes supply energy, essential protein, and bulk.










6.
 
cargo that is an unpackaged mass such as grain, oil, or milk.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be or seem to be of great size or importance




•
 
territorial questions 
bulked large

 in diplomatic relations.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat (a product) so that its quantity appears greater than it in fact is




•
 
traders were 
bulking up

 their flour with chalk.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bulk up

 )
 — build up body mass, typically in training for athletic events.








III.
 
phrases





in bulk





a.
 
(especially of goods) in large quantities, usually at a reduced price




•
 
buying tomatoes in bulk from a local farmer.










b.
 
(of a cargo or commodity) loose; not packaged




•
 
sugar is imported in bulk and bagged on the island.





















– origin

 Middle English: the senses ‘cargo as a whole’ and ‘heap, large quantity’ (the earliest recorded) are probably from Old Norse 
búlki

 ‘cargo’; the origin of other senses remains uncertain, perhaps arising by alteration of obsolete 
bouk

 ‘belly, body.’ The original senses are also reflected in the phrases 
break bulk

 and 
in bulk

 .





bulk buying





I.
 
noun




the purchase of goods in large amounts, typically at a discount.








II.
 
derivatives





bulk-buy

 
/ˈbəlk ˌbī /






verb






















bulk carrier

 
/ˈbəlk ˌkerēər/






noun




a ship that carries nonliquid cargoes such as grain or ore in bulk.













bulker

 
/ˈbəlkər/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for bulk carrier
 .













bulkhead

 
/ˈbəlkˌhed/





I.
 
noun




a dividing wall or barrier between compartments in a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old Norse 
bálkr

 ‘partition’ + head
 .





bulk mail






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a class of mail for sending out large numbers of identical items at a reduced rate.













bulky

 
/ˈbəlkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
taking up much space, typically inconveniently; large and unwieldy




•
 
a bulky piece of luggage.










2.
 
(of a person) heavily built.




3.
 
(of clothing) made of a thick yarn or fabric




•
 
a bulky sweater.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bulkily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bulkiness

 
/ˈbəlkēnəs /






noun






















bull1


 
/bo͝ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an uncastrated male bovine animal


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bull calves.










2.
 
a large male animal, especially a whale or elephant.




3.
 
(
the Bull

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Taurus.




4.
 


[Stock Market]

 a person who buys shares hoping to sell them at a higher price later.

Often contrasted with bear
 2
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a part of the body, especially the neck) resembling the corresponding part of a male bovine animal in build and strength




•
 
his bull neck and broad shoulders.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push or drive powerfully or violently




•
 
he bulled the motorcycle clear of the tunnel




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was 
bulling his way

 through a mob of admirers.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
be bulling

 )
 — (of a cow) behave in a manner characteristic of being in heat.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
like a bull in a china shop






behaving recklessly and clumsily in a place or situation where one is likely to cause damage or injury.









2.
 
(like) a red rag to a bull






see red
 .









3.
 
take the bull by the horns






deal bravely and decisively with a difficult, dangerous, or unpleasant situation.















– origin

 late Old English 
bula

 (recorded in place names), from Old Norse 
boli

 . Compare with bullock
 .






bull2


 
/bo͝ol/





I.
 
noun




a papal edict.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bulle

 , from Latin 
bulla

 ‘bubble, rounded object’ (in medieval Latin ‘seal or sealed document’).






bull3


 
/bo͝ol/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 stupid or untrue talk or writing; nonsense




•
 
much of what he says is sheer bull.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





bulla

 
/ˈbo͝olə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a bubblelike cavity filled with air or fluid, in particular




2.
 
a large blister containing serous fluid.




3.
 
an abnormal air-filled cavity in the lung.

[early 19th cent.]




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a rounded prominence.

[mid 19th cent.]




5.
 
a round seal attached to a papal bull, typically made of lead.

[Middle English.]











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘bubble.’





bullace

 
/ˈbo͝oləs/





I.
 
noun




a thorny shrub or small tree of the rose family that bears purple-black fruits. It is a wild plum, of which the damson is the cultivated form.

[
Prunus insititia

 (or 
Prunus domesticus

 subsp. 
insititia

 ), family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
buloce

 ‘sloe’: of unknown origin.





bullate

 
/ˈbo͝olāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 covered with rounded swellings like blisters.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
bullatus

 , from 
bulla

 ‘bubble.’





bullbaiting

 
/ˈbo͝olˌbādiNG/






noun






‹historical›

 the practice of setting dogs to harass and attack a tethered bull, popular as a sport in medieval Europe.













bullbat

 
/ˈbo͝olbat/






noun




another term for nighthawk
 (
sense

 1).













bulldog

 
/ˈbo͝olˌdôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of a sturdy smooth-haired breed with a large head and powerful protruding lower jaw, a flat wrinkled face, and a broad chest.




2.
 
a person noted for courageous or stubborn tenacity


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the bulldog spirit.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (at Oxford and Cambridge Universities) an official who assists the proctors, especially in disciplinary matters.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 wrestle (a steer) to the ground by holding its horns and twisting its neck


(as 
noun

 
bulldogging

 )


•
 
cowboys compete in bulldogging and bareback riding.














III.
 
derivatives





bulldogger






noun





















bulldoze

 
/ˈbo͝olˌdōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clear (ground) or destroy (buildings, trees, etc.) with a bulldozer




•
 
developers are bulldozing the site.










2.
 
use insensitive force when dealing with (someone or something)




•
 
she believes that to build status you need to bulldoze everyone else.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the sense ‘intimidate’): from bull
 1
 + 
-doze

 , alteration of the noun dose
 .






bulldozer

 
/ˈbo͝olˌdōzər/






noun



1.
 
a powerful tractor with a broad upright blade at the front for clearing ground.




2.
 
a person or group exercising irresistible power, especially in disposing of obstacles or opposition




•
 
he was a political bulldozer




•
 
as president of the board, she was an insufferable bulldozer.




















bulldyke

 
/ˈbo͝oldīk /

 
bulldike
 , bulldyker






noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a lesbian of masculine appearance or manner.













bullet

 
/ˈbo͝olət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projectile for firing from a rifle, revolver, or other small firearm, typically made of metal, cylindrical and pointed, and sometimes containing an explosive.




2.
 
used in similes and comparisons to refer to someone or something that moves very fast




•
 
the ball sped across the grass like a bullet.










3.
 


(US)

 (in a sporting context) a very fast ball.




4.
 


[Printing]

 a small symbol, such as a solid circle, printed just before a line of type, such as an item in a list, to emphasize it.








II.
 
phrases





dodge a bullet








‹informal›

 manage to avoid a difficult or unwelcome situation




•
 
the US economy dodged a bullet today.





















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a cannonball): from French 
boulet

 , 
boulette

 ‘small ball,’ diminutive of 
boule

 , from Latin 
bulla

 ‘bubble.’





bulleted

 
/ˈbo͝olədəd/






adjective




(of items in a list) preceded by a printed bullet.













bullethead

 
/ˈbo͝oləthed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person's head that is small and round.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person with a head that is small and round.




3.
 


‹derogatory›

 a stupid, self-important, or obstinate person.








II.
 
derivatives





bulletheaded






adjective





















bulletin

 
/ˈbo͝olətn ˈbo͝olədən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short official statement or broadcast summary of news.




2.
 
a regular newsletter or printed report issued by an organization or society.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting an official warrant in some European countries): from French, from Italian 
bullettino

 , diminutive of 
bulletta

 ‘passport,’ diminutive of 
bulla

 ‘seal, bull.’






bulletin board






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a board for displaying notices.




2.
 
(also 
bulletin board system

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
[Computing]

 an information storage system designed to permit any authorized computer user to access and add to it from a remote terminal.













bullet point

 
/ˈbo͝olət point/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of several items in a list, preceded by a bullet symbol for emphasis.




2.
 
a bullet symbol.








II.
 
derivatives





bullet-pointed






adjective





















bulletproof

 
/ˈbo͝olətˌpro͞of/






adjective




designed to resist the penetration of bullets




•
 
a bulletproof vest.



















bullet train

 
/ˈbo͝olət trān/






noun






‹informal›

 a high-speed passenger train




•
 
a bullet train that would whisk passengers at speeds of 150-250 mph along a Tampa-Miami route.



















bull fiddle






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a double bass.













bullfight

 
/ˈbo͝olˌfīt/





I.
 
noun




a public spectacle, particularly in Spain, Portugal, and Latin America, at which a bull is baited in a highly stylized manner and then usually killed.








II.
 
derivatives





bullfighter

 
/ˈbo͝olˌfīdər /






noun





















bullfighting

 
/ˈbo͝olˌfīdiNG/






noun




the sport of baiting and killing a bull as a public spectacle in an outdoor arena.

Bullfighting is the national spectator sport of Spain, and is found also in Latin America and Portugal. Typically, the bull is tormented with darts stuck into its neck, and the matador then baits it with a red cape and attempts to kill it with a sword-blow beneath the shoulder blade.













bullfinch

 
/ˈbo͝olfin(t)SH/






noun




a stocky Eurasian finch with a short, thick bill, and typically with gray or pinkish plumage, dark wings, and a white rump.

[Genus 
Pyrrhula

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : several species, in particular the common 
P. pyrrhula

 , the male of which has a black face and pink breast.]













bullfrog

 
/ˈbo͝olˌfrôɡ/






noun




a very large frog that has a deep booming croak and is often a predator of smaller vertebrates.

[Genera 
Rana

 and 
Pyxicephalus

 , family 
Ranidae

 : the 
North American bullfrog

 (
R. catesbeiana

 ), the 
Asian bullfrog

 (
R. tigrina

 ), and the 
African bullfrog

 (
P. adspersus

 ).]














bullhead

 
/ˈbo͝olˌhed/






noun



1.
 
(also 
bullhead catfish

 )
 — an American freshwater catfish with four pairs of barbels around the mouth.

[Family 
Ictaluridae

 : several genera and numerous species, including the 
black bullhead

 (
Ameiurus melas

 ).]




2.
 
a small, mainly freshwater Eurasian fish of the sculpin family, with a broad flattened head and spiny fins.

[Genera 
Cottus

 and 
Taurulus

 , family 
Cottidae

 : three species.]




3.
 
(also 
bullhead lily

 )
 — a North American water lily with globular yellow flowers.

[
Nuphar variegatum

 , family 
Nymphaeaceae

 .]













Bullhead City

 
/ˌbo͝olˌhed ˈsidē/






a city in northwestern Arizona, on the Colorado River, a resort and casino center; pop. 40,868 (est. 2008).









bullheaded

 
/ˌbo͝olˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




determined in an obstinate or unthinking way




•
 
a bullheaded belief that she is right.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bullheadedly






adverb













2.
 
bullheadedness






noun






















bullhorn

 
/ˈbo͝olˌhôrn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an electronic device for amplifying the sound of the voice so it can be heard at a distance.













bullion

 
/ˈbo͝olyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
gold or silver in bulk before coining, or valued by weight.




2.
 
(also 
bullion fringe

 )
 — ornamental braid or trimming made with twists of gold or silver thread.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, in the sense ‘a mint,’ variant of Old French 
bouillon

 , based on Latin 
bullire

 ‘to boil.’





bullion knot






noun




a decorative stitch in embroidery made by winding the thread several times around the needle before sewing a backstitch.













bullish

 
/ˈbo͝oliSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling a bull




•
 
a sketch of his round, bullish head.










2.
 
stupid or oafish; bullheaded




•
 
it's impossible to reason with such a bullish man.










3.
 
assertively masculine; macho




•
 
surrounded by girls and the aura of bullish manhood.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 aggressively confident and self-assertive




•
 
the team is at its most bullish.










5.
 


[Stock Market]

 characterized by rising share prices




•
 
the market was bullish.










6.
 
(of a dealer) inclined to buy because of an anticipated rise in prices.




7.
 
confident or optimistic about something




•
 
those who are 
bullish on

 the nation's economic prospects.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bullishly






adverb













2.
 
bullishness






noun





















bull kelp






noun




a very large brown seaweed found in Pacific and Antarctic waters, growing up to 165 feet (50 m) in length off the northwestern coasts of North America.

[
Nereocystis

 and other genera, class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]













bull market

 
/ˌbo͝ol ˈmärkət/






noun






[Stock Market]

 a market in which share prices are rising, encouraging buying.













bullmastiff

 
/ˈbo͝olmastif/






noun




a dog of a crossbreed of bulldog and mastiff.













Bull Moose






noun




a supporter or member of the Progressive Party.













Bull Moose Party






another term for the Progressive Party
 .









bull-necked






adjective




having a short, thick neck




•
 
a bull-necked man.



















bullnose

 
/ˈbo͝olnōz /

 

‹technical›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of the edge of a surface) rounded.




2.
 
(of a surface or object) having a rounded edge or edges




•
 
a bullnose tile.














II.
 
noun




a rounded edge on a surface or object.














bullock

 
/ˈbo͝olək/





I.
 
noun




another term for steer
 2
 .











– origin

 late Old English 
bulluc

 , diminutive of 
bula

 (see bull
 1
 ).





bull of the woods






noun



1.
 
a sexually mature male of a large wild species, such as moose or elk.




2.
 
the supervisor of a logging camp.













bullous

 
/ˈbo͝oləs/






adjective






[Medicine]

 characterized by blisters or bullae on the skin.













bullpen

 
/ˈbo͝olˌpen/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an enclosure for bulls.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an exercise area for baseball pitchers.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the relief pitchers of a baseball team.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an open-plan office area.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large cell in which prisoners are held before a court hearing.













bullring

 
/ˈbo͝olˌriNG/






noun




an arena where bullfights are held.













Bull Run






a small river in eastern Virginia that was the scene of two Confederate victories—1861 and 1862—during the Civil War.









bull session

 
/bo͝ol ˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an informal, typically impromptu discussion, especially among a small group.











– origin

 1920s: 
bull

 from bull
 3
 .





bullseye

 
/ˈbo͝olzī/






noun



1.
 
the center of a target in sports such as archery, shooting, and darts.




2.
 
a shot that hits the center of a target in archery, shooting, and darts.




3.
 
used to refer to something that achieves exactly the intended effect




•
 
the silence told him he'd 
scored a bullseye

 .










4.
 
a large, round, hard peppermint-flavored candy.




5.
 


‹dated›

 a hemisphere or thick disk of glass forming a small window in a ship or the glass of a lamp


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bullseye lantern.










6.
 
a thick knob or boss of glass at the center of a blown glass sheet.













bull shark






noun




a large, stout-bodied aggressive shark. Its widespread distribution, its habits of feeding close to shore, and its tendency to venture far into estuaries and rivers makes it a species particularly dangerous to humans.

[
Carcharhinus leucas

 , family 
Carcharhinidae

 .]














bullshit

 
/ˈbo͝olˌSHit /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
noun




stupid or untrue talk or writing; nonsense.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk nonsense to (someone), typically to be misleading or deceptive.








III.
 
derivatives





bullshitter

 
/ˈbo͝olˌSHidər /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from bull
 3
 + shit
 .





bullshot

 
/ˈbo͝olˌSHät/






noun




a cocktail made with vodka, beef bouillon, and Worcestershire sauce.













bull snake






noun




a constrictor found commonly on the plains and prairies of North America.

[Family 
Colubridae

 and genus 
Pituophis

 : several species, including the gopher snake 
P. catenifer sayi

 .]













bull terrier

 
/ˈbo͝ol ˈˌterēər/






noun




a short-haired dog of a breed that is a cross between a bulldog and a terrier.













bull trout

 
/bo͝ol trout/






noun




a North American trout that resembles the Dolly Varden, found in cold rivers and lakes.

[
Salvelinus confluentus

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]













bullwhip

 
/ˈbo͝olˌ(h)wip /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a whip with a long heavy lash.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike or thrash with a bullwhip.














bully1


 
/ˈbo͝olē/





I.
 
noun




a person who uses strength or power to harm or intimidate those who are weaker.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use superior strength or influence to intimidate (someone), typically to force him or her to do what one wants




•
 
a local man was 
bullied into

 helping them.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Middle Dutch 
boele

 ‘lover.’ The original usage was as a term of endearment applied to either sex; later becoming a familiar form of address to a male friend. The current sense dates from the late 17th cent.





bully2


 
/ˈbo͝olē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 very good; first-rate




•
 
the statue really looked bully.














II.
 
exclamation

 — (
bully for

 )


1.
 
an expression of admiration or approval




•
 
he got away—bully for him.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally of a person meaning ‘admirable, gallant, jolly’): from bully
 1
 . The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





bully3


 
/ˈbo͝olē /

 

‹informal›


 
bully beef





I.
 
noun




corned beef.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
bouilli

 , literally ‘boiled.’





bully boy

 
/ˈbo͝olē ˌboi/






noun




a tough or aggressive man


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bully-boy tactics.



















bully pulpit





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a public office or position of authority that provides its occupant with an outstanding opportunity to speak out on any issue




•
 
he could use the presidency as a bully pulpit to bring out the best in civic life.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently originally used by President Theodore Roosevelt, explaining his personal view of the presidency.





bullyrag

 
/ˈbo͝olēˌraɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 treat (someone) in a scolding or intimidating way




•
 
he would 
bullyrag

 his staff 
around

 but then kiss up to his superiors.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






bulrush

 
/ˈbo͝olˌrəSH /

 
bullrush





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for cattail
 .




2.
 
a tall rushlike water plant of the sedge family. Native to temperate regions of the northern hemisphere, it has been widely used for weaving and is grown as an aid to water purification in some areas.

[
Scirpus lacustris

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 .]




3.
 
(in biblical use) a papyrus plant.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from bull
 1
 in the sense ‘large or coarse,’ as in words such as 
bullfrog

 .






bulwark

 
/ˈbo͝olˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a defensive wall.




2.
 
a person, institution, or principle that acts as a defense




•
 
the security forces are a 
bulwark against

 the breakdown of society.










3.
 
(usu. 
bulwarks

 )
 — an extension of a ship's sides above the level of the deck.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
bolwerk

 ; related to bole
 1
 and work
 .






bum1


 
/bəm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a vagrant.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a lazy or worthless person




•
 
you ungrateful bum.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a person who devotes a great deal of time to a specified activity




•
 
a ski bum




•
 
a poker bum.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — travel, with no particular purpose or destination




•
 
he 
bummed around

 Florida for a few months.










2.
 
pass one's time idly




•
 
we spent most of the summer just 
bumming around

 .










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get by asking or begging




•
 
they tried to bum money off us.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of poor quality; bad or wrong




•
 
not one bum note was played.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone (or get) the bum's rush

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






a.
 
forcibly eject someone (or be forcibly ejected) from a place or gathering.




b.
 
abruptly dismiss someone (or be abruptly dismissed) for a poor idea or performance.









2.
 
on the bum








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 traveling with rough provisions and with no fixed home; living as a vagrant.









3.
 
bum someone out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make someone feel annoyed, upset, or disappointed




•
 
it really bummed me out when he forgot my birthday.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from bummer
 .






bum2


 
/bəm/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 buttocks.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





bumbag

 
/ˈbəmˌbaɡ/






noun




British term for fanny pack
 .













bum-bailiff

 
/ˈbəmˌbālif/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
‹derogatory›

 a bailiff empowered to collect debts or arrest debtors for nonpayment.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from bum
 2
 , so named because of the association of an approach from behind.





bumbershoot

 
/ˈbəmbərˌSHo͞ot/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an umbrella.














bumble

 
/ˈbəmbəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or act in an awkward or confused manner




•
 
they 
bumbled around

 the house.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — speak in a confused or indistinct way




•
 
the succeeding speakers bumbled.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of an insect) buzz or hum




•
 
she watched a bee bumble among the flowers.














II.
 
derivatives





bumbler

 
/ˈbəmblər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘hum, drone’): from boom
 1
 + -le
 4
 .






bumblebee

 
/ˈbəmbəlˌbē/






noun




a large hairy bee with a loud hum, living in small colonies in holes underground.

[Genus 
Bombus

 , family 
Apidae

 : many species.]













bumbling

 
/ˈbəmb(ə)liNG/






adjective




acting in a confused or ineffectual way; incompetent




•
 
he's a bumbling fool.



















bumboat

 
/ˈbəmˌbōt/





I.
 
noun




a small vessel carrying provisions for sale to ships in port.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from bum
 1
 + boat
 . The term originally denoted a scavenger's boat removing refuse, etc., from ships, often also bringing produce for sale.





bumf

 
/bəmf /

 
bumph





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 useless or tedious printed information or documents.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of slang 
bum-fodder

 , in the same sense.






bummalo

 
/ˈbəməˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a small elongated fish of southern Asian coasts that is dried and used as food.

Also called Bombay duck
 . [
Harpodon nehereus

 , family 
Harpadontidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from Marathi 
bombīl

 .





bummed

 
bummed out






adjective

 — [usu. 
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 annoyed, upset, or disappointed




•
 
she was really bummed out that she never got to meet you




•
 
a lot of people were bummed about not being able to dance.




















bummer

 
/ˈbəmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
a bummer

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a thing that is annoying or disappointing




•
 
the party was 
a real bummer

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant reaction to a hallucinogenic drug.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a loafer or vagrant.








II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express frustration or disappointment, typically sympathetically




•
 
You lost your wallet? Bummer!

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from German 
Bummler

 , from 
bummeln

 ‘stroll, loaf around.’






bump

 
/bəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light blow or a jolting collision




•
 
a nasty bump on the head.










2.
 
the dull sound of a light blow or jolting collision.




3.
 


[Aeronautics]

 a rising air current causing an irregularity in an aircraft's motion.




4.
 
a protuberance on a level surface




•
 
bumps in the road.










5.
 
a swelling on the skin, especially one caused by illness or injury.




6.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a prominence on a person's skull, formerly thought to indicate a particular mental faculty; such a faculty




•
 
he was making the most of his bump of direction.










7.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an increase




•
 
a slight bump in sales.










8.
 
a loosely woven fleeced cotton fabric used in upholstery and as lining material.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — knock or run into someone or something, typically with a jolt




•
 
I almost 
bumped into

 him




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she bumped the girl with her hip.










2.
 
(
bump into

 )
 — meet by chance




•
 
we might just bump into each other.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hurt or damage (something) by striking or knocking it against something else




•
 
she 
bumped

 her head 
on

 the sink.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to collide with something




•
 
she went through the door, 
bumping

 the bag 
against

 it.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or travel with much jolting and jarring




•
 
the car 
bumped along

 the rutted track.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push (something) jerkily in a specified direction




•
 
she had to bump the wheelchair down the steps.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — refuse (a passenger) a reserved place on an airline flight, typically because of deliberate overbooking.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cause to move from a job or position, typically in favor of someone else; displace




•
 
she was bumped for a youthful model.














III.
 
phrases





a bump in the road








‹informal›

 a problem or setback




•
 
their relationship has 
hit

 another 
bump in the road

 .


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
bump someone off








‹informal›

 murder someone.









2.
 
bump someone up








‹informal›

 move someone to a higher level or status; promote




•
 
he was a writer for nine years before he was bumped up to editor.















3.
 
bump something up

 

‹informal›






a.
 
make larger, greater, or more numerous; increase




•
 
they finally agreed to bump up her salary.










b.
 
make, complete, or release earlier than planned or expected




•
 
the date of publication was bumped up.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): imitative, perhaps of Scandinavian origin.





bumper

 
/ˈbəmpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horizontal bar fixed across the front or back of a motor vehicle to reduce damage in a collision or as a trim.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a generous glassful of an alcoholic drink, typically one drunk as a toast.








II.
 
adjective




exceptionally large, fine, or successful




•
 
a bumper crop.














III.
 
phrases





bumper-to-bumper

 
/ˌbəmpərtəˈbəmpər /






very close together, as cars in a traffic jam.















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from bump
 + -er
 1
 . 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun derives from the earlier form 
bumping

 , meaning ‘very large, great,’ and is the source of the adjective meaning ‘exceptionally large, fine, or successful,’ as in 
a bumper year

 .






bumper car

 
/ˈbəmpər kär/






noun




a small electrically powered car with rubber bumpers all around, driven in an enclosure at an amusement park with the aim of bumping into other such cars.













bumper sticker

 
/ˈbəmpər ˈstikər/






noun




a label carrying a slogan or advertisement fixed to a vehicle's bumper.













bumpkin

 
/ˈbəm(p)kən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an unsophisticated or socially awkward person from the countryside




•
 
she thought Tom a bit of a 
country bumpkin

 .














II.
 
derivatives





bumpkinish






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.





bump-out






noun




an extension of a room or building that creates a projection in a wall




•
 
a rear bump-out provided an ample extension to the master bedroom.



















bump run






noun




a ski run with many small mounds on it, caused by skiers turning in the same places.













bumptious

 
/ˈbəm(p)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective




self-assertive or proud to an irritating degree




•
 
these bumptious young boys today.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bumptiously

 
/ˈbəm(p)SHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
bumptiousness

 
/ˈbəm(p)SHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: humorously from bump
 , on the pattern of 
fractious

 .





bumpy

 
/ˈbəmpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a surface) uneven, with many patches raised above the rest




•
 
the bumpy road.










2.
 
(of a journey or other movement) involving sudden jolts and jerks




•
 
she took us all on a bumpy ride




•
 


‹figurative›

 bumpy market conditions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bumpily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bumpiness

 
/ˈbəmpēnəs /






noun





















bum rap

 
/bəm rap/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a false charge, typically one leading to imprisonment




•
 
he's been handed a bum rap for handling stolen goods.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an unfair punishment or scolding.













bum-rush

 
/ˈbəmrəSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 suddenly force or barge one's way into




•
 
fans bum-rushed record stores.



















bum steer





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a piece of false information or guidance




•
 
apparently, those who recommended your good service 
gave

 us 
a bum steer

 .

















– origin

 1920s: from bum
 2
 + steer
 1
 in the sense ‘advice, guidance.’





bun

 
/bən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bread roll of various shapes and flavorings, typically sweetened and often containing dried fruit.




2.
 
a hairstyle in which the hair is drawn back into a tight coil at the back of the head.




3.
 
(
buns

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.








II.
 
phrases





have a bun in the oven








‹informal›

 be pregnant.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





bunch

 
/bən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of things, typically of the same kind, growing or fastened together




•
 


a bunch of

 grapes.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a group of people.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large number or quantity; a lot




•
 
I had to turn down 
a bunch of

 well-paid jobs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
collect or fasten into a compact group




•
 
she bunched the carnations together.










2.
 
form or cause to form tight folds


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his pants bunched around his ankles




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
hold the fabric in both hands and gently 
bunch

 it 
up

 .










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form into a tight group or crowd




•
 
he halted, forcing the rest of the field to 
bunch up

 behind him.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of muscles) flex or bulge.








III.
 
phrases





the best (or the pick) of the bunch






the best in a particular group.












IV.
 
derivatives





bunchy

 
/ˈbən(t)SHē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





bunchberry

 
/ˈbən(t)SHˌberē/






noun




a low-growing plant of the dogwood family that produces white flowers followed by red berries and bright red autumn foliage. It is native to North America, eastern Asia, and Greenland.

[
Cornus canadensis

 , family 
Cornaceae

 .]













Bunche, Ralph

 
/bənCH/






(1904–71), US diplomat and statesman; full name 
Ralph Johnson Bunche

 . Instrumental in the settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict in 1948, he was the first African American to receive a Nobel Prize. Nobel Peace Prize (1950).









bunchflower

 
/ˈbən(t)SHˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a North American plant of the lily family that is sometimes cultivated for its yellowish-green flowers.

[
Melanthium virginicum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













bunch grass

 
bunchgrass






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a grass that grows in clumps.

[
Schizachyrium

 and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 : several species, esp. 
S. scoparium

 , used for grazing and in erosion control, esp. on the Great Plains.]













bunco

 
/ˈbəNGkō /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
bunko





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a swindle or confidence trick




•
 
a bunco artist




•
 
he was out to make a buck using fraud or bunco.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 swindle or cheat




•
 
he didn't propose to be buncoed without a fight.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from Spanish 
banca

 , the name of a card game.





bund1


 
/bo͝ond/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an embankment or causeway.




2.
 
a wall surrounding an industrial fuel tank.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Urdu 
band

 , from Persian.





bund2


 
/bo͝ond/






noun



1.
 
an association, especially a political one.




2.
 
(
Bund

 )
 — a pro-Nazi German-American organization of the 1930s.




3.
 
(
Bund

 )
 — an Ashkenazi Jewish socialist movement founded in Russia in 1897.













Bundestag

 
/ˈbo͝ondəsˌtäɡ/





I.
 
the Lower House of Parliament in Germany.







– origin

 German, from 
Bund

 ‘federation’ + 
tagen

 ‘confer.’






bundle

 
/ˈbəndl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of things, or a quantity of material, tied or wrapped up together




•
 
a thick bundle of envelopes.










2.
 
a set of nerve, muscle, or other fibers running close together in parallel.




3.
 
a set of software or hardware sold together.




4.
 
(
a bundle

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large amount of money




•
 
the new printer 
cost a bundle

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tie or roll up (a number of things) together as though into a parcel




•
 
she quickly 
bundled up

 her clothes.










2.
 
(usu. 
be bundled up

 )
 — dress (someone) in many clothes to keep warm




•
 
they were bundled up in thick sweaters




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I bundled up in my parka.










3.
 
sell (items of hardware and software) as a package.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 push or carry forcibly




•
 
he was bundled into a van.










5.
 
send (someone) away hurriedly or unceremoniously




•
 
the old man was 
bundled off

 into exile.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a group of people) move clumsily or in a disorganized way




•
 
they bundled out into the corridor.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 sleep fully clothed with another person, particularly during courtship, as a former local custom in New England and Wales




•
 
he would dance at country frolics and bundle with the Yankee lasses.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bundle of fun (or laughs)






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 something extremely amusing or pleasant




•
 
the last year hasn't been a bundle of fun.















2.
 
bundle of joy








‹informal›

 a newborn baby.









3.
 
a bundle of nerves








‹informal›

 a person who is extremely timid or tense.















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps originally from Old English 
byndelle

 ‘a binding,’ reinforced by Low German and Dutch 
bundel

 (to which 
byndelle

 is related).





bundler

 
/ˈbənd(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person or machine that packages something as or into a bundle




•
 
the bundlers packaged finished yarn for shipment.










2.
 


(US)

 a political fundraiser who collects contributions from donors on behalf of a campaign




•
 
she was a bundler for Obama in 2012.



















Bundt cake

 
/ˈbənt ˌkāk/






noun






‹trademark›

 a ring-shaped cake made in a fluted tube pan, called a 
Bundt pan

 .













bunfight

 
/ˈbənˌfīt/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a tea party or other function, typically of a grand or official kind.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a heated argument or exchange.













bun foot






noun




a foot in the shape of a flattened sphere, used for chairs, tables, or other furniture in the late 17th century.













bung

 
/bəNG/





I.
 
noun




a stopper for closing a hole in a container.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close with a stopper




•
 
the casks are bunged before delivery.










2.
 
(
bung something up

 )
 — block (something), typically by overfilling it




•
 
you let vegetable peelings bung up the sink.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
bonghe

 (noun).





bungalow

 
/ˈbəNGɡəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a low house, with a broad front porch, having either no upper floor or upper rooms set in the roof, typically with dormer windows.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Hindi 
baṅglā

 ‘belonging to Bengal.’





bungarotoxin

 
/ˌbəNGɡərəˈtäksən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a powerful neurotoxin found in the venom of the krait.











– origin

 1960s: from the modern Latin genus name 
Bungarus

 (perhaps from Sanskrit 
bhaṅgura

 ‘bent’) + toxin
 .





bungee

 
/ˈbənjē/





I.
 
noun




a long nylon-cased rubber band, used typically in bungee jumping or for securing luggage.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(as a sport) perform a bungee jump.











– origin

 1930s (denoting an elastic cord for launching a glider): of unknown origin.





bungee jumping





I.
 
noun




the sport of leaping from a height while secured by a long nylon-cased rubber band from the ankles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bungee jump






noun













2.
 
bungee-jumper






noun





















bunghole

 
/ˈbəNGhōl/






noun



1.
 
an aperture through which a cask can be filled or emptied.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 the anus.













bungle

 
/ˈbəNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out (a task) clumsily or incompetently, leading to failure or an unsatisfactory outcome




•
 
she had bungled every attempt to help




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bungled

 )
 
a bungled bank raid.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
bungling

 )
 — make or be prone to making many mistakes




•
 
the work of a bungling amateur.














II.
 
noun




a mistake or failure, typically one resulting from mismanagement or confusion.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with bumble
 .





bungler

 
/ˈbəNGɡ(ə)lər/






noun




a person who habitually bungles things; an amateur




•
 
the Los Angeles Times this morning called them bunglers.



















Bunin, Ivan

 
/ˈbo͞onyin/






(1870–1953), Russian poet and writer; full name 
Ivan Alekseevich Bunin

 . An opponent of modernism, he concentrated on the themes of peasant life and love. Nobel Prize for Literature (1933).









bunion

 
/ˈbənyən/





I.
 
noun




a painful swelling on the first joint of the big toe.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Old French 
buignon

 , from 
buigne

 ‘bump on the head.’






bunk1


 
/bəNGk/





I.
 
noun




a narrow shelflike bed, typically one of two or more arranged one on top of the other.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 sleep in a narrow berth or improvised bed, typically in shared quarters as a temporary arrangement




•
 
they bunk together in the dormitory.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps related to bunker
 .





bunk2


 
/bəNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 nonsense




•
 
anyone with a brain cell would never believe such bunk.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of bunkum
 .





bunk bed

 
/ˈbəNGk ˌbed/






noun




a piece of furniture consisting of two beds, one above the other, that form a unit.














bunker

 
/ˈbəNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large container or compartment for storing fuel




•
 
a coal bunker.










2.
 
(
bunkers

 )
 — fuel for a ship.




3.
 
a reinforced underground shelter, typically for use in wartime.




4.
 
a hollow filled with sand, used as an obstacle on a golf course.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fuel (a ship).




2.
 
(
be bunkered

 )
 — 

[Golf]

 (of a player) have one's ball lodged in a bunker




•
 
he was bunkered at the fifth hole.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally Scots, denoting a seat or bench): perhaps related to bunk
 1
 .





bunker buster






noun




a bomb designed to penetrate deep into the ground or rock before exploding.













Bunker Hill

 
/ˌbəNGkər ˈhil/






a hill in the Charlestown section of northern Boston in Massachusetts. It gave its name to the first pitched battle (1775) of the American Revolution, which was actually fought on nearby Breed's Hill. Although the British won, the good performance of the untrained Americans gave considerable impetus to the Revolution.









bunkhouse

 
/ˈbəNGkˌhous/






noun




a building offering basic sleeping accommodations for workers, visitors, or campers.













bunkmate

 
/ˈbəNGkmāt/






noun




a person who sleeps in an adjoining bunk or who shares one's sleeping quarters.














bunkum

 
/ˈbəNGkəm /

 
buncombe





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 nonsense




•
 
they talk a lot of bunkum about their products.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally 
buncombe

 ): named after 
Buncombe

 County in North Carolina, mentioned in an inconsequential speech made by its congressman solely to please his constituents (
c.

 1820).





bunny

 
/ˈbənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
bunny rabbit

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a rabbit, especially a young one.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person of a specified type or in a specified mood




•
 
ski slopes crawling with snow bunnies




•
 
that dumb bunny actually thought I was a famous writer.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally used as a term of endearment to a person, later as a pet name for a rabbit): from dialect 
bun

 ‘squirrel, rabbit,’ also used as a term of endearment, of unknown origin.





bunny boiler





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a woman who acts vengefully after having been spurned by her lover.











– origin

 with reference to the movie 
Fatal Attraction

 (1987), in which a rejected woman boils her lover's pet rabbit.





bunny-hop





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
jump forward in a crouched position




•
 
he bunny-hopped around the stage.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a vehicle) forward jerkily.




3.
 
move a bicycle forward by jumping in the air while standing on the pedals.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jump (an obstacle) on a bicycle by bunny-hopping.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a jump in a crouched position.




2.
 
a short jump forward on a bicycle.




3.
 
an obstacle on a cycling course that is usually cleared by jumping the bicycle over it.




4.
 
a dance of hopping steps in which the participants face the same direction and form a line by placing their hands on the waist or shoulders of the person in front of them.













bunny hugger






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an animal lover; a conservationist.













bunny slope






noun






[Skiing]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a gentle slope suitable for beginners.













Bunsen, Robert

 
/ˈbənsən/






(1811–99), German chemist; full name 
Robert Wilhelm Eberhard Bunsen

 . With Gustav Kirchhoff, he pioneered spectroscopy, detecting new elements (cesium and rubidium) and determining the composition of many substances and of the sun and stars. He also designed some chemical apparatuses, most notably the Bunsen burner (1855).









Bunsen burner

 
/ˌbənsən ˈbərnər/






noun




a small adjustable gas burner used in laboratories.













Bunshaft, Gordon

 
/ˈbənˌSHaft/






(1909–90), US architect. He is best known for his use of the International style in corporate architecture. He designed the Lever House 1952 in New York City and the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 1974 in Washington, DC.









bunt1


 
/bənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batter) gently tap (a pitched ball) without swinging in an attempt to make it more difficult to field




•
 
the batter tried to bunt the ball down the first baseline




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Phil bunted and got to first.










2.
 
(of a batter) help (a base runner) to progress to a further base by bunting a ball




•
 
he 
bunted

 Davis 
to

 third.










3.
 
(of a person or animal) butt with the head or horns




•
 
he bunted her with his head.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 an act or result of bunting a pitched ball.




2.
 
an act of flying an aircraft in part of an outside loop.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably related to the noun butt
 1
 (the original sense). The usage in aeronautics dates from the 1930s.






bunt2


 
/bənt/





I.
 
noun




the baggy center of a fishing net or a sail.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






bunt3


 
/bənt/





I.
 
noun




a disease of wheat caused by a smut fungus, the spores of which give off a smell of rotten fish.

Also called stinking smut
 . [This disease is caused by 
Tilletia caries

 , class 
Teliomycetes

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the puffball fungus): of unknown origin.





bunting1


 
/ˈbən(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Old World seed-eating songbird related to the finches, typically with brown streaked plumage and a boldly marked head.

[Family 
Emberizidae

 , subfamily 
Emberizinae

 (the 
bunting family

 and 
subfamily

 ): several genera, in particular 
Emberiza

 , and numerous species.]




2.
 
a small New World songbird of the cardinal subfamily, the male of which is brightly colored.

[Family 
Emberizidae

 , subfamily 
Cardinalinae

 : genera 
Passerina

 and 
Cyanocompsa

 , and several species, in particular the deep blue 
indigo bunting

 (
P. cyanea

 ) and the 
painted bunting

 (
P. ciris

 ). The painted bunting, with its violet head, red body, and green back, is the only such multicolored songbird in North America.]











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





bunting2


 
/ˈbən(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
flags and other colorful festive decorations.




2.
 
a loosely woven fabric used to make bunting.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





buntline

 
/ˈbəntlīn/






noun




a line for restraining the loose center of a sail while it is furled.













Buñuel, Luis

 
/bo͝onˈwel/






(1900–83), Spanish movie director. Influenced by surrealism, he wrote and directed his first movie 
Un Chien andalou

 (1929) jointly with Salvador Dalí. Other notable movies: 
Belle de jour

 (1967) and 
The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie

 (1972).









bunya

 
/ˈbənyə /

 
bunya pine
 , bunya-bunya





I.
 
noun




a tall coniferous Australian tree of the monkey puzzle family that bears large cones containing edible seeds.

[
Araucaria bidwillii

 , family 
Araucariaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Wiradhuri.





Bunyan, John

 
/ˈbənyən/





I.
 
(1628–88), English writer. His major work, 
The Pilgrim's Progress

 (1678–84), is an allegory recounting the spiritual journey of its hero Pilgrim.




II.
 
derivatives





Bunyanesque

 
/ˌbənyəˈnesk /






adjective





















bunyanize

 
/ˈbənyəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to appear heroic or larger than life




•
 
How are you going to allow teachers to finish their work if you keep bunyanizing them?

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: after Paul 
Bunyan

 , legendary American giant lumberjack.





bunyip

 
/ˈbənyip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Austral.)

 a mythical amphibious monster inhabiting inland waterways.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Austral.)

 an impostor or pretender




•
 
Australia's bunyip aristocracy.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Wemba-wemba 
banib

 .





Buonarroti, Michelangelo

 
/ˌbwänəˈrôtē/






see Michelangelo
 .










buoy

 
/ˈbo͞oē boi/





I.
 
noun




an anchored float serving as a navigation mark, to show reefs or other hazards, or for mooring.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep (someone or something) afloat




•
 
I let the water 
buoy up

 my weight.










2.
 
cause to become cheerful or confident




•
 
the party was buoyed by an election victory.










3.
 
cause (a price) to rise to or remain at a high level




•
 
the price is 
buoyed up

 by investors.










4.
 
mark with a buoy


(as 
adj.

 
buoyed

 )


•
 
a buoyed channel.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch 
boye

 , 
boeie

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘signal.’





buoyancy

 
/ˈboiənsē ˈbo͞oyənsē/






noun



1.
 
the ability or tendency to float in water or air or some other fluid.




2.
 
the power of a liquid to keep something afloat.




3.
 
an optimistic and cheerful disposition




•
 
the happiness and buoyancy of his nature.










4.
 
a high level of activity in an economy or stock market




•
 
there is renewed buoyancy in the demand for steel.



















buoyant

 
/ˈboiənt ˈbo͞oyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able or apt to stay afloat or rise to the top of a liquid or gas.




2.
 
(of a liquid or gas) able to keep something afloat.




3.
 
cheerful and optimistic




•
 
the conference ended with the party in a buoyant mood.










4.
 
(of an economy, business, or market) involving or engaged in much activity




•
 
car sales were not buoyant.














II.
 
derivatives





buoyantly

 
/ˈboiəntlē ˈbo͞oyəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bouyant

 or Spanish 
boyante

 , present participle of 
boyar

 ‘to float’ (see buoy
 ).





bupkis

 
/ˈbo͝opkis, ˈbəp-/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 nothing at all




•
 
you know bupkis about fundraising.

















– origin

 from Yiddish.





buppie

 
/ˈbəpē/






noun






‹informal›

 a young urban black professional; a black yuppie.














bupropion

 
/byo͞oˈprōpēən/





I.
 
noun




an antidepressant drug (C13
 H18
 ClNO) that is also given to relieve the symptoms of nicotine withdrawal.

Also called Zyban
 .











– origin

 1970s: from 
butane

 + 
propionic

 .





bur.






abbreviation




bureau.













burb

 
/bərb/






noun

 — (usu. 
the burbs

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for suburb
 :




•
 
the leafy burbs of Connecticut.



















Burbank

 
/ˈbərbaNGk/






a city in southern California, a northern suburb of Los Angeles; pop. 102,968 (est. 2008). It is a center of the movie and television industries.









Burbank, Luther






(1849–1926), US horticulturist. His experiments in cross-breeding led to new types and improved varieties of plants, especially the Shasta daisy and the potato.









Burberry

 
/ˈbərbərē, -ˌberē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of lightweight belted raincoat, typically beige in color, with a distinctive tartan lining.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Burberrys

 , the name of the manufacturer.






burble

 
/ˈbərbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a continuous murmuring noise




•
 
the wind burbled at his ear.










2.
 
speak in an unintelligible or silly way, typically at unnecessary length




•
 
he 
burbled on

 about annuities




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he was burbling inanities.










3.
 
(often as 
noun

 
burbling

 )
 — 

[Aeronautics]

 (of an airflow) break up into turbulence.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
continuous murmuring noise.




2.
 
rambling speech




•
 
an hour of boring burble.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘to bubble’): imitative. Current senses date from the late 19th cent.





burbot

 
/ˈbərbət/





I.
 
noun




an elongated bottom-dwelling fish that is the only member of the cod family that lives in fresh water. It occurs in Eurasia and North America, but is almost extinct in Britain.

[
Lota lota

 , family 
Gadidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
borbete

 , probably from 
borbe

 ‘mud, slime.’






burden

 
/ˈbərdn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a load, especially a heavy one.




2.
 
a duty or misfortune that causes hardship, anxiety, or grief; a nuisance




•
 
the burden of mental illness.










3.
 
the main responsibility for achieving a specified aim or task




•
 
the burden of establishing that the cost was unreasonable.










4.
 
a ship's carrying capacity; tonnage




•
 
the schooner 
Wyoming

 , of about 6,000 tons burden.










5.
 
(
the burden

 )
 — the main theme or gist of a speech, book, or argument




•
 
the burden of his views.










6.
 
the refrain or chorus of a song.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
load heavily




•
 
she walked forward 
burdened with

 a wooden box.










2.
 
cause (someone) hardship or distress




•
 
they were not yet burdened with adult responsibility.














III.
 
phrases





burden of proof






the obligation to prove one's assertion.















– origin

 Old English 
byrthen

 ; related to bear
 1
 .





burdensome

 
/ˈbərdnsəm/






adjective



1.
 
difficult to carry out or fulfill; taxing




•
 
the burdensome responsibilities of professional life.










2.
 
undesirably restrictive




•
 
bureaucratically burdensome assessment procedures.



















burdock

 
/ˈbərdäk/





I.
 
noun




a large herbaceous Old World plant of the daisy family. The hook-bearing flowers become woody burrs after fertilization and cling to animals' coats for seed dispersal.

[Genus 
Arctium

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the large-leaved 
great burdock

 (
A. lappa

 ), which has edible roots and is used in herbal medicine.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from bur + dock
 3
 .






bureau

 
/ˈbyo͝orō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a chest of drawers.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a writing desk with drawers and typically an angled top opening downward to form a writing surface.




3.
 
(abbr.: 
bur.

 )
 — an office or department for transacting particular business




•
 
a news bureau




•
 
the London bureau of the 
Washington Post

 .










4.
 
a government department




•
 
the intelligence bureau.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, originally ‘baize’ (used to cover writing desks), from Old French 
burel

 , probably from 
bure

 ‘dark brown.’






bureaucracy

 
/byo͝oˈräkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of government in which most of the important decisions are made by state officials rather than by elected representatives.




2.
 
a state or organization governed or managed as a bureaucracy.




3.
 
the officials in a bureaucracy, considered as a group or hierarchy.




4.
 
excessively complicated administrative procedure, seen as characteristic of bureaucracy




•
 
the unnecessary bureaucracy in local government.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
bureaucratie

 , from 
bureau

 (see bureau
 , -cracy
 ).





bureaucrat

 
/ˈbyo͝orəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun




an official in a government department, in particular one perceived as being concerned with procedural correctness at the expense of people's needs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
bureaucrate

 , from 
bureaucratie

 (see bureaucracy
 ).





bureaucratese

 
/byo͝oˌräkrəˈtēz/






noun




a style of speech or writing characterized by jargon, euphemism, and abstractions, held to be typical of bureaucrats.













bureaucratic

 
/ˌbyo͝orəˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the business of running an organization, or government




•
 
well-established bureaucratic procedures.










2.
 
overly concerned with procedure at the expense of efficiency or common sense




•
 
the plan is overly bureaucratic and complex.














II.
 
derivatives





bureaucratically

 
/ˌbyo͞orəˈkradək(ə)lē /






adverb





















bureaucratize

 
/byo͝oˈräkrəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
bureaucratized

 )


1.
 
endue (someone or something) with the characteristics of a bureaucracy




•
 
impersonal and bureaucratized welfare systems.














II.
 
derivatives





bureaucratization

 
/byo͝oˌräkrədəˈzāSH(ə)n byo͝oˌräkrəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















bureau de change

 
/ˌbyo͝orō də ˈSHänZH/





I.
 
noun




an establishment at which customers can exchange foreign money.











– origin

 1950s: French, literally ‘office of exchange.’





burette

 
/byo͝oˈret /

 


‹US›

 buret





I.
 
noun




a graduated glass tube with a tap at one end, for delivering known volumes of a liquid, especially in titrations.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
buire

 ‘jug,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Bauch

 ‘stomach.’





burg

 
/bərɡ/






noun



1.
 
an ancient or medieval fortress or walled town.

[from late Latin 
burgus

 (see burgess
 ).]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a town or city.

[mid 18th cent.: from German 
Burg

 ‘castle, city’; related to borough
 .]













burgage

 
/ˈbərɡij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (in England and Scotland) tenure of land in a town held in return for service or annual rent.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a house or other property held by burgage tenure.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
burgagium

 , from 
burgus

 ‘fortified town,’ of Germanic origin and related to borough
 .





Burgas

 
/ˈbərɡəs/






an industrial port and resort in eastern Bulgaria, on the coast of the Black Sea; pop. 188,861 (2008).









burgee

 
/bərˈjē ˈbərjē/





I.
 
noun




a flag bearing the colors or emblem of a sailing club, typically triangular.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from French 
bourgeois

 (see burgess
 ) in the sense ‘owner, master.’





burgeon

 
/ˈbərjən/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
burgeoning

 )


1.
 
begin to grow or increase rapidly; flourish




•
 
manufacturers are keen to cash in on the burgeoning demand.










2.
 
put forth young shoots; bud.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bourgeonner

 ‘put out buds,’ from 
borjon

 ‘bud,’ based on late Latin 
burra

 ‘wool.’





burger

 
/ˈbərɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for hamburger
 .




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a particular variation of a hamburger with additional or substitute ingredients




•
 
a veggie burger.

















– origin

 1930s (originally US): abbreviation.





Burger, Warren

 
/ˈbərɡər/






(1907–95), US chief justice 1969–86; full name 
Warren Earl Burger

 . Appointed to head the US Supreme Court by President Richard Nixon, he was a conservative, except in matters of civil rights, and an advocate of judicial restraint.










burgess

 
/ˈbərjəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with municipal authority or privileges, in particular




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 an inhabitant of a town or borough with full rights of citizenship.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a member of Parliament for a borough, corporate town, or university.




4.
 
(in the US and also historically in the UK) a magistrate or member of the governing body of a town.




5.
 


(US)

 
‹historical›

 a member of the assembly of colonial Maryland or Virginia.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
burgeis

 , from late Latin 
burgus

 ‘castle, fort’ (in medieval Latin ‘fortified town’); related to borough
 .





Burgess, Anthony

 
/ˈbərjəs/






(1917–93), English novelist and critic; pseudonym of 
John Anthony Burgess Wilson

 . He wrote 
A Clockwork Orange

 (1962), a disturbing, futuristic vision of juvenile delinquency, violence, and high technology. Other notable works: 
The Malayan Trilogy

 (1956–59) and 
Earthly Powers

 (1980).









Burgess, Guy






(1911–63), British foreign office official and spy; full name 
Guy Francis de Moncy Burgess

 . Acting as a Soviet agent from the 1930s, he was charged with espionage in 1951 and fled to the former Soviet Union with Donald Maclean.









Burgess Shale

 
/ˈbərjis ˌSHāl/





I.
 
a bed of shale exposed in the Rocky Mountains in British Columbia, Canada. The bed, dated to the Cambrian period (about 530 million years ago), is rich in well-preserved fossils of early marine invertebrates, many of which represent evolutionary lineages unknown in later times.







– origin

 named after the 
Burgess

 Pass, British Colombia, where the shale crops out.






burgh

 
/ˈbərɡ ˈbərə/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
(Scottish)

 a borough or chartered town.








II.
 
derivatives





burghal

 
/ˈbərɡəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: Scots form of borough
 .





burgher

 
/ˈbərɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a citizen of a town or city, typically a member of the wealthy bourgeoisie.











– origin

 Middle English: from burgh
 , reinforced by Dutch 
burger

 , from 
burg

 ‘castle’ (see borough
 ).






burglar

 
/ˈbərɡlər/





I.
 
noun




a person who commits burglary.








II.
 
derivatives





burglarious

 
/ˌbərˈɡlerēəs /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from legal French 
burgler

 or Anglo-Latin 
burgulator

 , 
burglator

 ; related to Old French 
burgier

 ‘pillage.’





burglar alarm






noun




an electronic device that triggers a loud noise or other alert when someone attempts to make unauthorized entry to a building or other premises




•
 
police say the thieves are taking advantage of the homes and businesses that don't have burglar alarms.




















burglarize

 
/ˈbərɡləˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 enter (a building) illegally with intent to commit a crime, especially theft




•
 
our summer house has been burglarized.



















burglarproof

 
/ˈbərɡlərˌpro͞of/






adjective




protected against or providing protection against burglary.













burglary

 
/ˈbərɡlərē/





I.
 
noun




entry into a building illegally with intent to commit a crime, especially theft




•
 
a two-year sentence for burglary




•
 
a series of burglaries.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from legal French 
burglarie

 , from 
burgler

 (see burglar
 ).





burgle

 
/ˈbərɡəl/





I.
 
verb




another term for burglarize
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally a humorous and colloquial back-formation from burglar
 .





burgomaster

 
/ˈbərɡəˌmastər/





I.
 
noun




the mayor of a Dutch, Flemish, German, Austrian, or Swiss town.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
burgemeester

 , from 
burg

 ‘castle, citadel’ (see borough
 ) + 
meester

 ‘master.’ The change in the final element was due to association with master
 1
 .





burgonet

 
/ˈbərɡəˌnet ˌbərɡəˈnet/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a kind of visored helmet.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
bourguignotte

 , perhaps a use of the feminine of 
bourguignot

 ‘Burgundian,’ the ending being assimilated to -et
 1
 .





burgoo

 
/bərˈɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stew or thick soup, typically made for an outdoor meal.




2.
 
an outdoor meal at which burgoo is served.




3.
 


[chiefly Nautical]

 a thick porridge.











– origin

 from Arabic 
burġul

 .





Burgos

 
/ˈbo͝orɡōs/






a town in northern Spain; pop. 177,879 (2008).









Burgoyne, John

 
/ˈbərˌɡoin, bərˈɡoin/






(1722–92), English general and playwright; known as 
Gentleman Johnny

 . He surrendered to the Americans at Saratoga (1777) during the American Revolution. His plays include 
The Maid of the Oaks

 (1774) and 
The Heiress

 (1786).









burgrave

 
/ˈbərɡrāv/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the governor or hereditary ruler of a German town or castle.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from German 
Burggraf

 , from 
Burg

 ‘castle’ (see borough
 ) + 
Graf

 ‘count, noble.’





Burgundian

 
/bərˈɡəndēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Burgundy.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a member of a Germanic people that invaded Gaul from the east and established the kingdom of Burgundy in the 5th century 
AD

 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Burgundy or the Burgundians.













burgundy

 
/ˈbərɡəndē /

 
Burgundy






noun



1.
 
a wine from Burgundy (usually taken to be red unless otherwise specified)




•
 
a glass of Burgundy




•
 
elegant red burgundies.










2.
 
a deep red color like that of burgundy wine




•
 
warm shades of brown and burgundy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
burgundy leather.




















Burgundy

 
/ˈbərɡəndē/






a region and former duchy of eastern central France, the center of which is Dijon. The region is noted for its wine.

French name Bourgogne
 .









burial

 
/ˈberēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or practice of interring a dead body




•
 
his remains were shipped home for burial.










2.
 
a ceremony at which someone's body is interred; a funeral


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
burial rites.










3.
 


[Archaeology]

 a grave or the remains found in it


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
burial mounds.

















– origin

 Old English 
byrgels

 ‘place of burial, grave’ (interpreted as plural in Middle English, hence the loss of the final 
-s

 ), of Germanic origin; related to bury
 .





burial ground

 
/ˈberēəl ˌɡround/






noun

 — (often as 
burial grounds

 )


1.
 
an area of ground set aside for the burying of human bodies.




2.
 
a site at which the remains of once-living specimens can be found




•
 
coral reefs are the burial grounds of untold organisms.



















burin

 
/ˈbyo͞orən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a steel tool used for engraving in copper or wood.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 a flint tool with a chisel point.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French; perhaps related to Old High German 
bora

 ‘boring tool.’





burka

 
/ˈbərkə /

 
burkha
 , burqa





I.
 
noun




a long, loose garment covering the whole body from head to feet, worn in public by many Muslim women.











– origin

 Urdu and Persian 
burḳa῾

 , from Arabic 
burḳu῾

 .





Burke, Edmund

 
/bərk/






(1729–97), British politician and man of letters. He wrote on the issues of political emancipation and moderation, notably with respect to Roman Catholics and the American colonies.









Burke, John






(1787–1848), Irish genealogical and heraldic writer. In 1826, he compiled the first edition of 
Burke's Peerage

 , still regarded as the authoritative guide to the British aristocracy.










Burkina Faso

 
/bərˌkēnə ˈfäsō/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in western Africa, in the Sahel; pop. 15,746,200 (est. 2009); capital, Ouagadougou; languages, French (official), indigenous languages.

Former name (until 1984) Upper Volta
 .





A French protectorate from 1898, it became an autonomous republic within the French Community in 1958 and a fully independent republic in 1960.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Burkinabe

 
/bərkēnəˈbā /






adjective, noun













2.
 
Burkinan

 
/bərˈkēnən /






adjective, noun





















Burkitt's lymphoma

 
/ˌbərkits limˈfōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 cancer of the lymphatic system, caused by the Epstein–Barr virus, chiefly affecting children in central Africa.











– origin

 1960s: named after D. P. 
Burkitt

 (1911–93), the British surgeon who described it.





burl

 
/bərl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slub or lump in wool or cloth.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a rounded knotty growth on a tree, giving an attractive figure when polished and used especially for handcrafted objects and veneers




•
 
she used warty burls to construct her pieces




•
 
wooden coin banks made of elm burl




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a burl bowl.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bourle

 ‘tuft of wool,’ diminutive of 
bourre

 ‘coarse wool,’ from late Latin 
burra

 ‘wool.’





burlap

 
/ˈbərlap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 coarse canvas woven from jute, hemp, or a similar fiber, used especially for sacking.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a material similar to burlap but lighter, used in dressmaking and furnishing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a burlap shirt




•
 
fabrics ranging from hessians to burlaps.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





burlesque

 
/bərˈlesk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an absurd or comically exaggerated imitation of something, especially in a literary or dramatic work; a parody




•
 
the funniest burlesque of opera




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
burlesque Shakespearean stanzas.










2.
 
humor that depends on comic imitation and exaggeration; absurdity




•
 
the argument descends into burlesque.










3.
 
a variety show, typically including striptease


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
burlesque clubs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to appear absurd by parodying or copying in an exaggerated form




•
 
she struck a ridiculous pose that burlesqued her own vanity.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
burlesco

 , from 
burla

 ‘mockery,’ of unknown origin.





burley

 
/ˈbərlē/





I.
 
noun




a tobacco of a light-colored variety grown mainly in Kentucky.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Burlingame

 
/ˈbərlənˌɡām, -liNG-/






a city in north central California, on San Francisco Bay, south of San Francisco; pop. 27,706 (est. 2008).









Burlington

 
/ˈbərliNGtən/





I.
 
a city in southern Canada, on Lake Ontario, southwest of Toronto; pop. 164,415 (2006).




II.
 
a city in north central North Carolina, noted as a textile center; pop. 50,857 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northwestern Vermont, the largest in the state, on Lake Champlain; pop. 38,897 (est. 2008).









burly

 
/ˈbərlē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) large and strong; heavily built.








II.
 
derivatives





burliness

 
/ˈbərlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘dignified, imposing’): probably from an unrecorded Old English word meaning ‘stately, fit for the bower’ (see bower
 1
 , -ly
 1
 ).






Burma

 
/ˈbərmə/





I.
 
a country in Southeast Asia, on the Bay of Bengal; pop. 48,137,700 (est. 2009); capital, Naypyidaw; official language, Burmese.

Official name (since 1989) Union of Myanmar
 .





Annexed by the British during the 19th century, the country was occupied by the Japanese from 1942 to 1945 and became an independent republic in 1948. In 1962, an army coup led by Ne Win overthrew the government and established an authoritarian state. The National League for Democracy (NLD) won the election held in May 1990, even though its leader Aung San Suu Kyi was under house arrest; however, the military regime did not relinquish power. / 
usage:

 The military authorities in Burma have promoted the name 
Myanmar

 as the name for their state since 1989, yet the name 
Burma

 continues to be used by various opposition groups within the country, as well as by certain foreign countries that do not recognize the current military government. Even US newscasters are not in agreement on the proper terminology: on one news program, you may hear a report about 'Myanmar, formerly Burma'; from another, the news may be about 'Burma, also known as Myanmar.'.






bur marigold






noun




another term for beggarticks
 .













Burma Road






a route that links Lashio in Burma (Myanmar) to Kunming in China and covers 717 miles (1,154 km). Completed in 1939, it was built by the Chinese to serve as a supply route to the interior in response to the Japanese occupation of the Chinese coast.









Burmese

 
/bərˈmēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the largest ethnic group of Burma (Myanmar) in Southeast Asia.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Burma.




3.
 
the Tibeto-Burman language of the Burmese, written in an alphabet derived from that of Pali, and the official language of Burma.




4.
 
(also 
Burmese cat

 )
 — a cat of a short-haired breed originating in Asia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Burma, its people, or their language.














burn1


 
/bərn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fire) flame or glow while consuming a material such as coal or wood




•
 
a fire burned and crackled cheerfully in the grate.










2.
 
(of a candle or other source of light) be alight




•
 
a light was burning in the hall.










3.
 
be or cause to be destroyed by fire




•
 
he watched his restaurant 
burn to the ground

 .










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — damage or injure by heat or fire




•
 
I 
burned myself

 on the stove.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person, the skin, or a part of the body) become red and painful through exposure to the sun




•
 
my skin tans easily but sometimes burns.










6.
 
feel or cause to feel sore, hot, or inflamed, typically as a result of illness or injury.




7.
 
(
be burning with

 )
 — be possessed by (a desire or an emotion)




•
 
Martha was burning with curiosity.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use (a type of fuel) as a source of heat or energy




•
 
a diesel engine converted to burn natural gas.










9.
 
(of a person) convert (calories) to energy




•
 
the speed at which your body burns calories.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce (a compact disc or DVD) by copying from an original or master copy.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drive very fast




•
 
he burned past us like a maniac.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an injury caused by exposure to heat or flame




•
 
he was treated in the hospital for 
burns to

 his hands.










2.
 
a mark left on something as a result of being burned




•
 
the carpet was covered with cigarette burns.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a feeling of heat and discomfort on the skin caused by friction, typically by a rope or razor




•
 
a smooth shave without razor burn.










4.
 
consumption of a type of fuel as an energy source




•
 
natural gas produces the cleanest burn of the lot.










5.
 
a firing of a rocket engine in flight.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 an act of clearing vegetation by burning, intentionally or by accident.




7.
 
an area of land cleared by burning.




8.
 
a hot, painful sensation in the muscles experienced as a result of sustained vigorous exercise




•
 
work up a burn.










9.
 
short for burn rate
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be burned at the stake








‹historical›

 be executed by being burned alive in public, typically for heresy or witchcraft.









2.
 
burn one's bridges






do something that makes it impossible to return to an earlier state.









3.
 
burn the candle at both ends






go to bed late and get up early, especially to get work done.









4.
 
burn the midnight oil






read, study, or work late into the night.









5.
 
burn (or lay) rubber








‹informal›

 drive very fast.









6.
 
go for the burn








‹informal›

 push one's body to the extremes when doing physical exercise.









7.
 
money burns a hole in someone's pocket






someone has a strong urge to spend money as soon as they receive it.









8.
 
slow burn








‹informal›

 a state of slowly mounting anger or annoyance




•
 
the medical community's shrugging acceptance is fueling a slow burn among women.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
burn something down (or burn down)






(of a building or structure) destroy or be destroyed completely by fire.









2.
 
burn something in/into





a.
 
brand or imprint by burning




•
 
designs are burned into the skin




•
 


‹figurative›

 a childhood incident that was burned into her memory.










b.
 


[Photography]

 expose one area of a print more than the rest




•
 
the sky and bottom of the picture needed substantial burning in.















3.
 
burn something off






remove (a substance) using a flame




•
 
using a blowtorch to burn off the paint.















4.
 
burn out





a.
 
be completely consumed and thus no longer aflame




•
 
the candle in the saucer had burned out




•
 


‹figurative›

 his political ambitions had 
burned themselves out

 .










b.
 
cease to function as a result of excessive heat or friction




•
 
the clutch had burned out.















5.
 
burn (oneself) out






ruin one's health or become completely exhausted through overwork.









6.
 
burn someone out






make someone homeless by destroying their home by fire




•
 
they were 
burned out of

 their homes.















7.
 
burn something out






completely destroy a building or vehicle by fire, so that only a shell remains.









8.
 
burn up





a.
 
(of a fire) produce brighter and stronger flames.




b.
 
(of an object entering the earth's atmosphere) be destroyed by heat.









9.
 
burn someone up








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make someone angry




•
 
his thoughtless remarks really burn me up.















10.
 
burn something up






b.
 
use up the calories or energy provided by food, rather than converting these to fat




•
 
in the typical Western diet, all the energy in protein is burned up daily.





















– origin

 Old English 
birnan

 ‘be on fire’ and 
bærnan

 ‘consume by fire,’ both from the same Germanic base; related to German 
brennen

 .






burn2


 
/bərn/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a small stream; a brook.











– origin

 Old English 
burna

 , 
burn(e)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bron

 and German 
Brunnen

 ‘well.’





burnable

 
/ˈbərnəb(ə)l/






adjective




consisting or made of material that is able to be burned or is suitable for burning




•
 
in 2000 Switzerland closed all of its landfills to burnable waste.



















burned

 
/bərnd /

 
burnt





I.
 
past and past participle of burn
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having been burned




•
 
burned wood




•
 
burned shoulders and peeling noses.










2.
 
(of a taste) like that of food that has been charred in cooking.




3.
 
(of sugar) cooked or heated until caramelized.




4.
 
(usu. 
burnt

 )
 — (of a warm color) dark or deep




•
 
burnt orange.



















burned-out

 
burnt-out






adjective



1.
 
(of a vehicle or building) destroyed or badly damaged by fire; gutted.




2.
 
(of an electrical device or component) having failed through overheating.




3.
 
(of a person) in a state of physical or mental collapse caused by overwork or stress




•
 
she felt burned out, an empty shell




•
 
a burned-out undercover cop.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a teenager or other person) having dropped out; drug-using.













Burne-Jones, Sir Edward

 
/ˌbərn ˈjōnz/






(1833–98), English painter and designer; full name 
Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones

 . Notable paintings: 
The Golden Stairs

 (1880) and 
The Mirror of Venus

 (1898–99).









burner

 
/ˈbərnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that burns


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
uphill walking is a great calorie-burner.










2.
 
a part of a stove, lamp, etc., that emits and shapes a flame.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the heating element of an electric stove.




4.
 
an apparatus in which a fuel is used or an aromatic substance is heated.




5.
 
short for CD burner
 .




6.
 
(also 
burner phone

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an inexpensive mobile phone for whose telecommunications services one pays in advance, used typically for the sake of anonymity since no personal details are required by the service provider




•
 
he bought a burner to get in touch with Shapiro




•
 
one national security reporter suggested using burner phones.










7.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a handgun




•
 
Mama pulled out a burner and shot a man down.














II.
 
phrases





on the back (or front) burner








‹informal›

 having low (or high) priority




•
 
he wants the matter to 
be put on the back burner

 .























burnet

 
/bərˈnet ˈbərnət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant of the rose family, with globular pinkish flower heads and leaves composed of many small leaflets.

[Genus 
Sanguisorba

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, including the edible 
salad burnet

 (
S. minor

 ), which is often cultivated, and the spiny shrublike 
thorny burnet

 (
S. spinosum

 ), common in the eastern Mediterranean.]




2.
 
a day-flying moth that typically has greenish-black wings marked with crimson spots.

[
Zygaena

 and other genera, family 
Zygaenidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a kind of dark brown woolen cloth): from Old French 
brunete

 , 
burnete

 (denoting brown cloth or a plant with brown flowers), diminutives of 
brun

 ‘brown.’





Burnett, Carol

 
/bərˈnet/






(1936–), US comedienne and actress. She is best known for the television program 
The Carol Burnett Show

 (1967–78).









Burnett, Frances Hodgson






(1849–1924), US novelist; born in Britain; full name 
Frances Eliza Hodgson Burnett

 . She is noted for her children's novels, which include 
Little Lord Fauntleroy

 (1886), 
A Little Princess

 (1905), and 
The Secret Garden

 (1911).









burn-in

 
/ˈbərnin/






noun



1.
 
damage to a computer or television screen, caused by being left on too long.




2.
 
a reliability test in which a device is switched on for a long time.













burning

 
/ˈbərniNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
on fire




•
 
a burning building.










2.
 
very hot or bright




•
 
burning desert sands.










3.
 
very keenly or deeply felt; intense




•
 
he had a 
burning ambition

 to climb to the upper reaches of management.










4.
 
of urgent interest and importance; exciting or calling for debate




•
 
democracy remains a 
burning issue






•
 
the 
burning question

 of independence.














II.
 
derivatives





burningly






adverb






















burning bush

 
/ˈbərniNG bo͝oSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of shrubs noted for their bright red autumn foliage, in particular

[● the kochia. ● the smoke tree.]




2.
 
any of a number of shrubs or trees with bright red leaves or fruits.

[Several plants, in particular the purple-flowered North American 
Euonymus atropurpurea

 (family 
Celastraceae

 ), a relative of the spindle tree.]




3.
 
another term for gas plant
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: with biblical allusion to Exod. 3:2.





burning glass

 
/ˈbərniNG ɡlas/






noun




a lens for concentrating the sun's rays on an object so as to set fire to it.













burnish

 
/ˈbərniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
burnished

 )


1.
 
polish (something, especially metal) by rubbing




•
 
highly burnished armor.










2.
 
enhance or perfect (something such as a reputation or a skill).








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the shine on a highly polished surface.








III.
 
derivatives





burnisher

 
/ˈbərniSHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
burniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
burnir

 , variant of 
brunir

 ‘make brown,’ from 
brun

 ‘brown.’





burnoose

 
/bərˈno͞os /

 
burnous





I.
 
noun




a long, loose hooded cloak worn by Arabs.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: French, from Arabic 
burnus

 , from Greek 
birros

 ‘cloak.’





burnout

 
/ˈbərnˌout/






noun



1.
 
the reduction of a fuel or substance to nothing through use or combustion




•
 
good carbon burnout




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a burnout furnace.










2.
 
physical or mental collapse caused by overwork or stress




•
 
high levels of professionalism that may result in burnout




•
 
you'll suffer a burnout.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a dropout or drug abuser.




4.
 
failure of an electrical device or component through overheating




•
 
an antistall mechanism prevents motor burnout.










5.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a method of producing textile patterns in which a design is etched by chemicals that destroy only the surface fibers




•
 
a tangerine jersey halter with silk floral burnout skirt.




















burn rate






noun




the rate at which an enterprise spends money, especially venture capital, in excess of income




•
 
the corporation lays off workers to cut burn rate.



















Burns, George

 
/bərnz/






(1896–1996), US comedian and movie actor; born 
Nathan Birnbaum

 . In 1922, he paired up with comedienne 
Gracie Allen

 (
c.

 1902–64), whom he married in 1926. They had shows in vaudeville, on radio, and later on television. Notable movies: 
The Sunshine Boys

 (1975) and 
Oh God!

 (1977).









Burns, Robert






(1759–96), Scottish poet, noted for poems such as 
“The Jolly Beggars”

 (1786) and 
“Tam o' Shanter”

 (1791), and for old Scottish songs that he collected, including 
“Auld Lang Syne.”











burnside

 
/ˈbərnsīd/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
burnsides

 )


1.
 
a mustache in combination with whiskers on the cheeks but no beard on the chin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after A. 
Burnside

 (see Burnside, Ambrose
 ).






Burnside, Ambrose

 
/ˈbərnˌsīd/






(1824–81), US army officer; full name 
Ambrose Everett Burnside

 . He was appointed General of the Army of the Potomac in 1862, but his incompetence at the Battle of Fredericksburg that same year led to his transfer to the Ohio valley.









Burns Night






noun




the evening of 25 January, the birthday of the Scottish poet Robert Burns, on which celebrations in his honor are traditionally held in Scotland and elsewhere




•
 
I've just realized it's Burns Night tonight, and I've no haggis in the fridge.



















Burns Supper






noun




a festivity held on 25 January in celebration of the birthday of the Scottish poet Robert Burns, typically incorporating the eating of haggis, the drinking of whisky, and the reciting of Burns's poetry




•
 
haggis has been the centerpiece of Burns Suppers for 250 years.



















Burnsville

 
/ˈbərnzˌvil/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, south of Minneapolis; pop. 59,139 (est. 2008).









burnt ocher






noun



1.
 
a pigment made from ocher that has been darkened by heating, or resembling this in color.




2.
 
the deep yellow-brown color of the pigment made from ocher.













burnt offering






noun



1.
 
an offering burned on an altar as a religious sacrifice.




2.
 
(usu. 
burnt offerings

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 overcooked or charred food.













burnt sienna






noun



1.
 
a deep reddish-brown pigment made from sienna that has been darkened by heating, or resembling this in color.




2.
 
a deep reddish-brown color.













burnt umber






noun




see umber
 (
sense

 1).














bur oak






noun




a North American oak, with large fringed acorn cups. Its timber was formerly important in shipbuilding.

Also called mossycup oak
 . [
Quercus macrocarpa

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]













burp

 
/bərp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
noisily release air from the stomach through the mouth; belch.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a baby) belch after feeding, typically by patting its back.








II.
 
noun




a noise made by air released from the stomach through the mouth; a belch.











– origin

 1930s: imitative.





burp gun

 
/ˈbərp ˌɡən/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a lightweight submachine gun.














burr

 
/bər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a whirring sound, such as a telephone ringing tone or the sound of cogs turning.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a rough sounding of the sound 
r

 , especially with a uvular trill (a “French 
r

 ”) as in certain Northern England accents.




3.
 
(loosely) a regional accent




•
 
a soft Scottish burr.










4.
 
(also 
bur

 )
 — a rough edge or ridge left on an object (especially of metal) by the action of a tool or machine.




5.
 
(also 
bur

 )
 — a small rotary cutting tool with a shaped end, used chiefly in woodworking and dentistry.




6.
 
a small surgical drill for making holes in bone, especially in the skull.




7.
 
a type of siliceous rock used for millstones.




8.
 
a whetstone.




9.
 
(also 
bur

 )
 — a prickly seed case or flower head that clings to clothing and animal fur.




10.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a plant that produces burrs, for example bur-reed.




11.
 
(also 
bur

 ) [as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting wood containing knots or other growths which show a pattern of dense swirls in the grain when sawn, used for veneers and other decorative woodwork




•
 
burr walnut.










12.
 
a ring of bone at the base of a deer's antler.

Also called coronet
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a whirring sound.




2.
 
speak with an accent in which the sound 
r

 is trilled


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I like to have a purrrpose,” she burrs.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form a rough edge on (metal)




•
 
the handles were fixed by rivets 
burred over

 on the shield's front.














III.
 
phrases





a burr under one's saddle








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a persistent source of irritation




•
 
he had been a burr under the saddle of the government in his time.





















– origin

 Middle English (in 
sense

 5 
of the

 noun): probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Danish 
burre

 ‘burr, burdock,’ Swedish 
kard-borre

 ‘burdock.’





Burr, Aaron

 
/bər/






(1756–1836), US statesman. In 1804, while US vice president, he killed Alexander Hamilton, his rival, in a duel. He then plotted to form an independent administration in Mexico and was tried for treason but was acquitted.









burrata

 
/bəˈrädə/





I.
 
noun




a semisoft white Italian cheese made from mozzarella and cream




•
 
the menu includes burrata served with charred cherry tomatoes and toasted garlic crostini.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘buttered.’





burrawang

 
/ˈbərəˌwaNG /

 
burrawong





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Australian cycad with palmlike leaves and a sunken underground trunk.

[
Macrozamia spiralis

 , family 
Zamiaceae

 .]




2.
 
the poisonous nut of the burrawang, which loses its toxicity after prolonged soaking and becomes edible.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk.





bur reed






noun




an aquatic reedlike plant with rounded flower heads. Its oily seeds are an important source of winter food for wildfowl.

[Genus 
Sparganium

 , family 
Sparganiaceae

 .]














burrfish

 
/ˈbərfiSH/






noun




a porcupine fish with spines that are permanently erected, occurring in tropical waters of the Atlantic and Pacific.

[Genus 
Chilomycterus

 , family 
Diodontidae

 : several species, including the common 
striped burrfish

 (
C. schoepfi

 ) of the western Atlantic.]













burrito

 
/bəˈrēdō/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican dish consisting of a tortilla rolled around a filling, typically of beans or ground or shredded beef.











– origin

 Latin American Spanish, diminutive of Spanish 
burro

 , literally ‘donkey’ (see burro
 ).






burro

 
/ˈbərō ˈbo͝orō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a small donkey used as a pack animal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish.





Burroughs, Edgar Rice

 
/ˈbərōz/






(1875–1950), US novelist and science fiction writer. Although he began his writing career with science fiction stories, he was most successful with an adventure series that began with 
Tarzan of the Apes

 (1914).









Burroughs, John






(1837–1921), US naturalist and author. At his home near the Hudson River at West Park, New York, he entertained friends such as John Muir, Theodore Roosevelt, and Walt Whitman. Among his works are 
Wake-Robin

 (1871), 
Locusts and Wild Honey

 (1879), and 
The Summit of the Years

 (1913).









Burroughs, William






(1914–97), US novelist; full name 
William Seward Burroughs

 . In the 1940s, he became addicted to heroin, and his best-known writing, such as 
Junkie

 (1953) and 
The Naked Lunch

 (1959), deals in a unique, surreal style with life as a drug addict.









burrow

 
/ˈbərō/





I.
 
noun




a hole or tunnel dug by a small animal, especially a rabbit, as a dwelling.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) make a hole or tunnel, especially to use as a dwelling




•
 
moles burrowing away underground




•
 (as 
adj.

 
burrowing

 )
 
burrowing earthworms




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the fish can burrow a hiding place.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — advance into or through something solid by digging or making a hole




•
 
worms that burrow through dead wood.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move underneath or press close to something in order to hide oneself or in search of comfort




•
 
the child 
burrowed

 deeper 
into

 the bed.










4.
 
make a thorough inquiry; investigate




•
 
journalists are 
burrowing into

 the president's business affairs.














III.
 
derivatives





burrower






noun



















– origin

 Middle English.





burry

 
/ˈbərē/






adjective



1.
 
having or containing burs; prickly.




2.
 
(of speech) having a burr.














bursa

 
/ˈbərsə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a fluid-filled sac or saclike cavity, especially one countering friction at a joint.








II.
 
derivatives





bursal






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, ‘bag, purse,’ from Greek 
bursa

 ‘leather.’





Bursa

 
/ˈbərsə/






a city in northwestern Turkey; pop. 1,431,200 (est. 2007). It was the capital of the Ottoman Empire 1326–1402.









bursa of Fabricius

 
/ˌbərsə əv fəˈbriSH(ē)əs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a glandular sac opening into the cloaca of a bird, producing B cells.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the Latin form 
bursa Fabricii

 ): from bursa
 , and a Latinized form of the name of Girolama 
Fabrici

 (1533–1619), Italian anatomist.





bursar

 
/ˈbərsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who manages the financial affairs of a college or university.




2.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 a student attending a college or university on a scholarship.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
boursier

 or (
sense

 1) medieval Latin 
bursarius

 , from 
bursa

 ‘bag, purse’ (see bursa
 ).





bursary

 
/ˈbərsərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a scholarship to attend a college or university.




2.
 
the treasury of an institution, especially a religious one.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
bursaria

 , from 
bursa

 ‘bag, purse’ (see bursa
 ).





burse

 
/bərs/






noun




a flat, square, fabric-covered case in which a folded corporal is carried to and from an altar in church.













bursitis

 
/bərˈsīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a bursa, typically one in the knee, elbow or shoulder.














burst

 
/bərst/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a container) break suddenly and violently apart, spilling the contents, typically as a result of an impact or internal pressure




•
 
we inflated dozens of balloons and only one burst.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to break, especially by puncturing




•
 
he burst the balloon in my face.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of contents) break open (a container) from the inside by growing too large to be held




•
 
the swollen river was expected to burst its banks.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer from the sudden breaking of (a bodily organ or vessel)




•
 
he burst a blood vessel during a fit of coughing.










5.
 
be so full as almost to break open




•
 
the drawers were 
bursting with

 clothes.










6.
 
feel a very strong or irrepressible emotion or impulse




•
 
he was 
bursting with

 joy and excitement




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she was bursting to say something.










7.
 
suddenly begin doing something as an expression of a strong feeling




•
 
if anyone said anything to upset me, I'd 
burst out crying






•
 
she 
burst into

 a fresh flood of 
tears

 .










8.
 
issue suddenly and uncontrollably, as though from a splitting container




•
 
the words 
burst from

 him in an angry rush




•
 
an aircraft crashed and 
burst into flames

 .










9.
 
be opened suddenly and forcibly




•
 
a door burst open and a girl raced out.










10.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — make one's way suddenly and typically violently




•
 
he burst into the room without knocking.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — separate (continuous stationery) into single sheets.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of breaking or splitting as a result of internal pressure or puncturing; an explosion.




2.
 
a sudden issuing forth




•
 
her breath was coming in short bursts.










3.
 
a sudden outbreak, typically short and often violent or noisy




•
 
a sudden burst of activity




•
 
he heard a burst of gunfire.










4.
 
a short, sudden, and intense effort




•
 
he sailed 474 miles in one 24-hour burst.














III.
 
phrases





burst someone's bubble






see bubble
 .















– origin

 Old English 
berstan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bersten

 , 
barsten

 .





burster

 
/ˈbərstər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that bursts, in particular




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a cosmic source of powerful short-lived bursts of X-rays or other radiation.




3.
 
a violent gale.




4.
 
a machine that separates continuous stationery into single sheets.













bursty

 
/ˈbərstē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹technical›

 occurring at intervals in short sudden episodes or groups.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹technical›

 relating to or denoting the transmission of data in short separate bursts of signals.













burthen

 
/ˈbərT͟Hən/






noun




archaic form of burden
 .













burton

 
/ˈbərtn /

 
burton-tackle





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a light two-block tackle for hoisting.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: alteration of Middle English 
Breton tackle

 , a nautical term in the same sense (see Breton
 ).





Burton, Harold Hitz

 
/ˈbərtn/






(1888–1964), US Supreme Court associate justice 1945–58. He was the mayor of Cleveland, Ohio 1935–40 and a US senator 1941–45 before being appointed to the Court by President Truman.









Burton, Richard






(1925–84), Welsh actor; born 
Richard Jenkins

 . He played a number of Shakespearean roles on stage before appearing in movies such as 
The Spy Who Came in from the Cold

 (1966) and 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

 (1966). He often costarred with Elizabeth Taylor, whom he married twice.









Burton, Sir Richard






(1821–90), English explorer, anthropologist, and translator; full name 
Sir Richard Francis Burton

 . In 1858, he and John Hanning Speke were the first Europeans to see Lake Tanganyika. Notable translations: 
Arabian Nights

 (1885–88), 
Kama Sutra

 (1883), and 
The Perfumed Garden

 (1886).









Burundi

 
/bəˈro͝ondē/






I.

1.
 
a central African country on the northeastern side of Lake Tanganyika, south of Rwanda; pop. 9,511,300 (est. 2009); official languages, French and Kirundi; capital, Bujumbura.





Inhabited mainly by Hutu and Tutsi peoples, the area formed part of German East Africa from the 1890s until World War I, after which it was administered by Belgium. The country became an independent monarchy in 1962 and a republic in 1966. Multiparty elections in 1993 resulted in the country's being led for the first time by a member of the Hutu majority rather than the traditionally dominant Tutsis; the assassination of the president within months, and the death in 1994 of the country's next leader, sparked large-scale ethnic violence.




II.
 
derivatives





Burundian

 
/-dēən /






adjective, noun






















bury

 
/ˈberē/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or hide under ground




•
 
he buried the box in the back garden




•
 (as 
adj.

 
buried

 )
 
buried treasure.










2.
 
(usu. 
be buried

 )
 — place (a dead body) in the earth, in a tomb, or in the sea, typically with funeral rites




•
 
he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.










3.
 
lose (someone, typically a relative) through death




•
 
she buried her sixty-year-old husband.










4.
 
completely cover; cause to disappear or become inconspicuous




•
 
the countryside has been buried under layers of concrete




•
 


‹figurative›

 the warehouse was buried in the faceless sprawl of the city.










5.
 
move or put out of sight




•
 
she buried her face in her hands




•
 
with his hands buried in the pockets of his overcoat.










6.
 
deliberately forget; conceal from oneself




•
 
they had buried their feelings of embarrassment and fear.










7.
 
overwhelm (an opponent) beyond hope of recovery




•
 
losses that would bury multiple businesses.










8.
 
(
bury oneself

 )
 — involve oneself deeply in something to the exclusion of other concerns




•
 
he 
buried himself in

 work.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bury the hatchet






end a quarrel or conflict and become friendly.









2.
 
bury one's head in the sand






ignore unpleasant realities.















– origin

 Old English 
byrgan

 ; related to the verb borrow
 and to borough
 .





Buryatia

 
/bo͝orˈyädēə /

 
Buryat Republic






an autonomous republic in southeastern Russia, between Lake Baikal and the Mongolian border; pop. 951,000 (est. 2009); capital, Ulan-Ude.










burying beetle






noun




a black beetle that typically has broad orange bands on its wing cases. It buries small animal carcasses to provide a food store for its larvae.

Also called sexton beetle
 . [
Nicrophorus

 and other genera, family 
Silphidae

 .]













bus

 
/bəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large motor vehicle carrying passengers by road, especially one serving the public on a fixed route and for a fare


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bus service.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a distinct set of conductors carrying data and control signals within a computer system, to which pieces of equipment may be connected in parallel.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transport in a communal road vehicle




•
 
managerial staff was bused in and out of the factory.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 transport (a child of one race) to a school where another race is predominant, in an attempt to promote racial integration.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 remove (dirty tableware) from a table in a restaurant or cafeteria




•
 
I'd never bused so many dishes in one night.










4.
 
remove dirty tableware from (a table)




•
 
Chad buses tables on weekends.














III.
 
phrases





throw someone under the bus








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 cause someone else to suffer in order to save oneself or gain personal advantage




•
 
the government is ready to throw rural voters under the bus.





















– origin

 early 19th cent.: shortening of omnibus
 .





bus.






abbreviation




business.













busbar

 
/ˈbəsbär /

 
bus bar






noun




a system of electrical conductors in a generating or receiving station on which power is concentrated for distribution.













busboy

 
/ˈbəsˌboi/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a young man who clears tables in a restaurant or cafeteria.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of omnibus
 + boy
 .





busby

 
/ˈbəzbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall fur hat with a colored cloth flap hanging down on the right-hand side and often a plume on the top, worn by soldiers of certain regiments of hussars and artillerymen.




2.
 
popular term for bearskin
 (the cap).











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a large bushy wig): of unknown origin.





bus conductor






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a person whose job is to collect fares and sell tickets on a bus.




•
 
he began his career as a bus conductor for the Eastern National Omnibus Company.



















bus driver






noun




a person whose job is to drive a bus.




•
 
the police were called following reports of an argument between a passenger and the bus driver.




















bush

 
/bo͝oSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrub or clump of shrubs with stems of moderate length




•
 
a rose bush




•
 
the plant will develop into a dense bush.










2.
 
(
the bush

 )
 — (especially in Australia, Africa, and Canada) wild or uncultivated country




•
 
they have to spend a night camping in the bush.










3.
 
vegetation growing in the bush




•
 
the lowland country was covered in thick bush.










4.
 
a luxuriant growth of thick hair or fur




•
 
a childish face with a bush of bright hair.










5.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's pubic hair.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 short for bush league
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread out into a thick clump




•
 
her hair 
bushed out

 like a halo.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bos

 , 
bosc

 , variants of 
bois

 ‘wood,’ reinforced by Old Norse 
buski

 , of Germanic origin and related to obsolete Dutch 
bosch

 (now 
bos

 ) and German 
Busch

 . The sense ‘uncultivated country’ is probably directly from Dutch 
bos

 .





Bush, George

 
/bo͝oSH/






(1924–), 41st president of the US 1989–93; full name 
George Herbert Walker Bush

 . A Texas Republican, he served in the US House of Representatives 1967–71 and as director of the CIA 1976–77. His presidency was preceded by two terms as Ronald Reagan's vice president 1981–89. As president, Bush negotiated further arms reductions with the former Soviet Union and organized international action to expel the Iraqis from Kuwait following the invasion in 1990.









Bush, George W.





I.
 
(1946–), 43rd president of the US 2001–2009; full name 
George Walker Bush

 . He is the son of President George Bush. A conservative Texas Republican, he served as governor of Texas 1995–2000 before he became president in one of the closest and most controversial presidential elections in US history, when the accuracy of the vote count in the state of Florida was challenged by Democratic nominee Al Gore. One of his early acts as president was to launch a ‘War on Terror’ against the Taliban regime in Afghanistan following the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon; he also ordered the invasion of Iraq in March 2003, maintaining that Saddam Hussein was developing chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons.




II.
 
derivatives





Bushism






noun






















bush baby

 
bushbaby






noun




a small nocturnal tree-dwelling African primate with very large eyes.

Also called galago
 . [Genus 
Galago

 , family 
Lorisidae

 , suborder 
Prosimii

 : several species.]














bush bean






noun



1.
 
a variety of bean plant whose bushy growth requires no support.

Compare with pole bean
 .




2.
 
the edible pod from the bush bean.













bushbuck

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌbək/





I.
 
noun




a small antelope with a reddish-brown coat with white markings, found in southern Africa.

[
Tragelaphus scriptus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from bush
 + buck
 1
 , influenced by obsolete Dutch 
boshbok

 (now 
bosbok

 ).





bushcraft

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌkraft/






noun




skill at living in the bush.













bush dog






noun




a small, stocky carnivorous mammal of the dog family, with short legs and small ears. It is native to the forests of Central and South America.

[
Speothus venaticus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













bushed

 
/bo͝oSHt/






adjective






‹informal›

 tired out




•
 
after three days of training, the rookies were totally bushed.



















bushel

 
/ˈbo͝oSHəl /

 
bu.





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a measure of capacity equal to 64 US pints (equivalent to 35.2 liters), used for dry goods.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a large amount




•
 
we sold it for a bushel of money.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a measure of capacity equal to 8 imperial gallons (equivalent to 36.4 liters), used for dry goods and liquids.




4.
 
a container with the capacity of a bushel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
packing oysters into 
bushel baskets

 .














II.
 
phrases





hide one's light under a bushel






see hide
 1
 .












III.
 
derivatives





bushelful

 
/ˈbo͝oSHəlfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
boissel

 , perhaps of Gaulish origin.





bush fire

 
/bo͝oSH ˈfī(ə)r /

 
bushfire






noun




a fire in scrub or a forest, especially one that spreads rapidly




•
 


‹figurative›

 news of discontent igniting a bush fire of revolt.



















bushido

 
/ˈbo͞oSHēˌdō/





I.
 
noun




the code of honor and morals developed by the Japanese samurai.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
bushi

 ‘samurai’ + 
dō

 ‘way.’





bushing

 
/ˈbo͝oSHiNG/






noun



1.
 
a metal lining for a round hole, especially one in which an axle revolves.




2.
 
a bearing for a revolving shaft.




3.
 
a sleeve that and protects an electric cable where it passes through a panel.













bush jacket

 
/bo͝oSH ˈjakət/






noun




a belted cotton jacket with patch pockets.














bush league

 
/ˈbo͝oSH ˈˌlēɡ /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a minor league of a professional sport, especially baseball


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
their bush league image.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 not of the highest quality or sophistication; second-rate.








III.
 
derivatives





bush leaguer






noun






















Bushman

 
/ˈbo͝oSHmən/






noun



1.
 
a member of any of several aboriginal peoples of southern Africa, especially of the Kalahari Desert. They are traditionally nomadic hunter-gatherers.

[influenced by Dutch 
boschjesman

 .]




2.
 
the language of the Bushmen.

Now usually called San
 .




3.
 
(
bushman

 )
 — a person who lives, works, or travels in the Australian bush.













bushmaster

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌmastər/





I.
 
noun




a pit viper that is the largest venomous snake in the New World, found in Central and South America.

[
Lachesis muta

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from obsolete Dutch 
boschmeester

 (now 
bosmeester

 ), from 
bos

 ‘bush’ + 
meester

 ‘master.’





bushmeat

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌmēt/






noun




the meat of African wild animals.













bush pig

 
African bush pig






noun




a wild pig native to the forests and savannas of Africa and Madagascar.

[
Potamochoerus porcus

 and 
P. larvatus

 , family 
Suidae

 .]













bush pilot






noun




one who flies small aircraft into remote areas.













bushranger

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌrānjər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a person living far from civilization.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹historical›

 an outlaw living in the bush.













bush tea






noun




a tea made from dried leaves and twigs of various shrubs, especially in tropical countries.














bush telegraph

 
/bo͝oSH ˈteləˌɡraf/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a rapid informal network by which information or gossip is spread.













bushtit

 
/ˈbo͝oSHtit /

 
bush tit






noun




a small American songbird of the long-tailed tit family, with mainly pale gray plumage and sometimes a black mask.

[
Psaltriparus minimus

 , family 
Aegithalidae

 (formerly 
Paridae

 ); formerly regarded as two species.]













bushwa

 
/ˈbo͝oSHwə /

 
bushwah





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rubbish; nonsense.











– origin

 1920s: from French 
bourgeois

 , now used as a euphemism for bullshit
 .





bushwalking

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌwôkiNG/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Austral./NZ)

 hiking or backpacking.








II.
 
derivatives





bushwalker

 
/-ˌwôkər /






noun





















bushwhack

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌ(h)wak/






verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
bushwhacking

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 live or travel in wild or uncultivated country




•
 
I have not seen a bear yet after seven days of bushwhacking.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — cut or push one's way in a specified direction through dense vegetation




•
 
he'd bushwhacked down the steep slopes.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 fight as a guerrilla in the bush.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a surprise attack on (someone) from a hidden place; ambush.













bushwhacker

 
/ˈbo͝oSHˌ(h)wakər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a person who clears woods and bush country.




2.
 
a person who lives or travels in bush country.




3.
 


(US)

 a guerrilla fighter (originally in the American Civil War).













bushy

 
/ˈbo͝oSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
growing thickly into or so as to resemble a bush




•
 
a dense, bushy plant




•
 
his eyebrows were thick and bushy.










2.
 
covered with bush or bushes




•
 
bushy desert areas.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
bushily

 
/ˈbo͞oSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
bushiness

 
/ˈbo͝oSHēnəs /






noun





















busily

 
/ˈbizəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very active way




•
 
he was busily engaged in other activities.










2.
 
while giving all one's attention to something




•
 
he was busily writing away.




















business

 
/ˈbiznəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's regular occupation, profession, or trade




•
 
she had to do a lot of smiling in her business




•
 
are you here 
on business

 ?










2.
 
an activity that someone is engaged in




•
 
what is your business here?










3.
 
a person's concern




•
 
this is none of your business




•
 
the neighbors make it their business to know all about you.










4.
 
work that has to be done or matters that have to be attended to




•
 
government business




•
 
let's get down to business.










5.
 
the practice of making one's living by engaging in commerce




•
 
the world of business




•
 
whom do you 
do business with

 in Manila?




•
 
the jewelry business




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the business community.










6.
 
trade considered in terms of its volume or profitability




•
 
how's business?










7.
 
a commercial operation or company




•
 
a catering business.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an affair or series of events, typically a scandalous or discreditable one




•
 
they must be told about this blackmailing business.










9.
 


‹informal›

 a group of related or previously mentioned things




•
 
use carrots, cauliflower, and broccoli, and serve the whole business hot.










10.
 


[Theater]

 actions other than dialogue performed by actors




•
 
a piece of business.










11.
 


‹informal›

 a scolding; harsh verbal criticism




•
 
the supervisor really 
gave

 him 
the business

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
business as usual






an unchanging state of affairs despite difficulties or disturbances




•
 
apart from being under new management, it's business as usual in the department.















2.
 
have no business






have no right to do something or be somewhere




•
 
he had no business tampering with social services.















3.
 
in business





a.
 
operating, especially in commerce




•
 
they will have to import from overseas to remain in business.










b.
 


‹informal›

 able to begin operations




•
 
if you'll contact the right people, I think we'll be in business.















4.
 
in the business of






engaged in or prepared to engage in




•
 
I am not in the business of making accusations.















5.
 
like nobody's business








‹informal›

 to an extraordinarily high degree or standard




•
 
these weeds spread like nobody's business.















6.
 
mean business






be in earnest.









7.
 
mind one's own business






refrain from meddling in other people's affairs




•
 
he was yelling at her to get out and mind her own business.















8.
 
send someone about his/her business








‹dated›

 tell someone to go away.















– origin

 Old English 
bisignis

 (see busy
 , -ness
 ). The sense in Old English was ‘anxiety’; the sense ‘the state of being busy’ was used from Middle English down to the 18th cent., but is now differentiated as 
busyness

 . The sense ‘an appointed task’ dates from late Middle English, and from it all the other current senses have developed.





business card






noun




a small card printed with one's name, professional occupation, company position, business address, and other contact information.













business case






noun




a justification for a proposed project or undertaking on the basis of its expected commercial benefit




•
 
we have to put a business case forward to the managers as to why the training is necessary.



















business casual

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a style of clothing that is less formal than traditional business wear, but is still intended to give a professional and businesslike impression.








II.
 
noun




business casual clothing.




•
 
business casual has become the standard in many work environments.



















business class






noun




a class of seating on an aircraft that is superior to economy class but less expensive than first class, intended especially for people traveling on business




•
 
the takeoff was even smoother in business class




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a business class passenger




•
 [as 
adverb

 ]
 
Michael and Sheila will fly business class.



















business cycle

 
/ˈbiznis ˈsīkəl ˈbizniz ˈsīkəl/






noun




a cycle or series of cycles of economic expansion and contraction.













business day






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for workday
 .














business double






noun






[Bridge]

 a double made with the intention of increasing the penalty points scored by a partnership if they defeat their opponents' contract.

Often contrasted with takeout double
 .













business end






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the functional part of a tool, device, or weapon




•
 
he found himself facing the business end of six lethal-looking weapons.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the essential or basic part of a process or operation




•
 
the rigs are the business end of the oil industry.



















business hours






plural noun




another term for office hours
 .













businesslike

 
/ˈbiznəsˌlīk/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) carrying out tasks efficiently without wasting time or being distracted by personal or other concerns; systematic and practical




•
 
his brisk, businesslike tone.










2.
 
(of clothing, furniture, etc.) designed or appearing to be practical rather than decorative.













businessman

 
/ˈbiznisˌman ˈbiznisˌmən/






noun



1.
 
a man who works in business or commerce, especially at an executive level.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person with a specified level of skill in financial matters




•
 
his knowledge and talent were never in question, but he was a poor businessman.



















business model






noun




a design for the successful operation of a business, identifying revenue sources, customer base, products, and details of financing.




•
 
many of the free sites have either shifted their business model or have gone out of business completely.



















business park






noun




an area where company offices and light industrial premises are built.













business person

 
businessperson






noun




a man or woman who works in business or commerce, especially at an executive level.













business process re-engineering

 
BPR






noun




the process or activity of restructuring a company's organization and methods, especially to exploit the capabilities of computers.













business school






noun




a high-level educational institution at which students study subjects relating to business and commerce, such as economics, finance, and management




•
 
he graduated with a degree from one of the most prestigious business schools in America.



















business studies






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of economics and management, especially as an educational topic.













business trip






noun




a visit made to a place for work purposes, typically one involving a journey of some distance




•
 
a business trip offers a break from the daily office routine.



















business unit






noun



1.
 
another term for strategic business unit
 .




•
 
he is responsible for a business unit with a $4million turnover and 20 reports.










2.
 
a building (typically one of a number of similar buildings) or a self-contained section of a building intended for use as business premises




•
 
approximately 214,000 residential units and 30,000 business units sustained structural damage in the earthquake.



















businesswoman

 
/ˈbiznəsˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a woman who works in business or commerce, especially at an executive level.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a woman with a specified level of skill in financial affairs




•
 
she has become quite the savvy businesswoman.



















busk1


 
/bəsk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play music or otherwise perform for voluntary donations in the street or in subways




•
 
the group began by busking on Philadelphia sidewalks




•
 (as 
noun

 
busking

 )
 
busking was a real means of living.










2.
 
(
busk it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 improvise.








II.
 
derivatives





busker

 
/ˈbəskər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
busquer

 ‘seek,’ from Italian 
buscare

 or Spanish 
buscar

 , of Germanic origin. Originally in nautical use in the sense ‘cruise about, tack,’ the term later meant ‘go around selling,’ hence ‘go around performing’ (mid 19th cent).





busk2


 
/bəsk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a stay or stiffening strip for a corset.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
busc

 , from Italian 
busco

 ‘splinter’ (related to French 
bûche

 ‘log’), of Germanic origin.





buskin

 
/ˈbəskən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a calf-high or knee-high boot of cloth or leather.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a thick-soled laced boot worn by an ancient Athenian tragic actor to gain height.




3.
 
(
the buskin

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 the style or spirit of tragic drama.








II.
 
derivatives





buskined

 
/ˈbəsk(ə)nd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (designating a calf-length boot): probably from Old French 
bouzequin

 , variant of 
brousequin

 , from Middle Dutch 
broseken

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





bus lane

 
/ˈbəs ˌlān/






noun




a division of a road marked off with painted lines for use by buses.













busman

 
/ˈbəsmən/





I.
 
noun




a driver of a bus.








II.
 
phrases





a busman's holiday






a vacation or form of recreation that involves doing the same thing that one does at work.

















bus pass






noun



1.
 
a card, ticket, or permit entitling the holder to travel by bus, typically for a particular period of time or within a particular area




•
 
get your bus pass out or you can walk up the hill.










2.
 
(in the UK) a permit enabling people receiving the retirement pension to travel by bus free of charge (sometimes used humorously to suggest that a person is getting old)




•
 
he's almost ready to collect his bus pass, but he's lost none of his boyish charm.



















buss

 
/bəs /

 

‹archaic N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a kiss.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kiss.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of late Middle English 
bass

 (noun and verb), probably from French 
baiser

 , from Latin 
basiare

 .





busser

 
/ˈbəsər/






noun




a person who clears tables in a restaurant or cafeteria.













bus shelter

 
/ˈbəs ˌSHeltər/






noun




a roofed structure for people to wait under at a bus stop.













bus station

 
/ˈbəs ˌstāSHən/






noun




a terminal where buses arrive and depart.













bus stop

 
/ˈbəs ˌstäp/






noun




a place where a bus regularly stops, typically marked by a sign.














bust1


 
/bəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's chest as measured around her breasts




•
 
a 36-inch bust.










2.
 
a woman's breasts, especially considered in terms of their size




•
 
selecting clothes that would minimize her big bust.










3.
 
a sculpture of a person's head, shoulders, and chest.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the upper part or torso of a large sculpture): from French 
buste

 , from Italian 
busto

 , from Latin 
bustum

 ‘tomb, sepulchral monument.’





bust2


 
/bəst /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break, split, or burst (something)




•
 
they bust the tunnel wide open




•
 


‹figurative›

 the film busts every box-office record.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come apart or split open




•
 
he was laughing 
fit to bust

 .










3.
 
cause to collapse; defeat utterly




•
 
he promised to bust the mafia.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bust up

 )
 — (especially of a married couple) separate, typically after a quarrel.




5.
 
(
bust something up

 )
 — cause (something) to break up




•
 
men hired to bust up union rallies.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 strike violently




•
 
they wanted to bust me on the mouth.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
bust out

 )
 — break out; escape




•
 
she 
busted out of

 prison.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in blackjack and similar card games) exceed the score of 21, losing one's stake.




9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 raid or search (premises where illegal activity is suspected)




•
 
their house got busted.










10.
 
arrest




•
 
he was 
busted for

 drugs.










11.
 
(
be/get busted

 )
 — be caught in the act of doing something wrong




•
 
I sneaked up on them and told them they were busted.










12.
 


(chiefly US)

 reduce (a soldier) to a lower rank; demote




•
 
he was 
busted to

 private.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of economic difficulty or depression




•
 
the boom was followed by the present bust.










2.
 
a raid or arrest by the police




•
 
a drug bust.










3.
 
a worthless thing




•
 
as a show it was a bust.














III.
 
adjective




bankrupt




•
 
firms will 
go bust

 .

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally as a noun in the sense ‘an act of bursting or splitting’): variant of burst
 .





bustard

 
/ˈbəstərd/





I.
 
noun




a large, heavily built, swift-running bird, found in open country in the Old World. The males of most bustards have a spectacular courtship display.

[Family 
Otididae

 : several genera and species, including the 
great bustard

 (
Otis tarda

 ), which is the heaviest flying land bird.]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps an Anglo-Norman French blend of Old French 
bistarde

 and 
oustarde

 , both from Latin 
avis tarda

 ‘slow bird’: the name is unexplained, as the bustards are fast runners.





bustard quail






noun




the barred button quail (see button quail
 ).













busted flush






noun



1.
 
(in poker) a hand containing four cards of the same suit and one of a different suit.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a promising person or thing that turns out to be unsuccessful




•
 
her leadership is already a busted flush.



















bustee

 
/bəsˈtē/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a slum area or shanty town.











– origin

 from Hindi 
bastī

 ‘dwelling.’






buster

 
/ˈbəstər/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly informal›

 a person or thing that breaks, destroys, or overpowers something


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the drug's reputation as a flu-buster.










2.
 


‹chiefly informal›

 short for broncobuster
 .




3.
 


‹chiefly informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as a mildly disrespectful or humorous form of address, especially to a man or boy




•
 
your parents' decisions affect you, like it or not, buster.



















bustier

 
/ˈbo͞ostēā ˈbəstēā/





I.
 
noun




a close-fitting strapless top worn by women.











– origin

 1970s: from French, from 
buste

 (see bust
 1
 ).






bustle1


 
/ˈbəsəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move in an energetic or noisy manner




•
 
people clutching clipboards bustled about.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) move hurriedly in a particular direction




•
 
she bustled us into the kitchen.










3.
 
(of a place) be full of activity




•
 
the small harbor 
bustled with

 boats




•
 (as 
adj.

 
bustling

 )
 
the bustling little town.














II.
 
noun




excited activity and movement




•
 
all the noise and the traffic and the bustle.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps a variant of obsolete 
buskle

 , frequentative of 
busk

 ‘prepare,’ from Old Norse.





bustle2


 
/ˈbəsəl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a pad or frame worn under a skirt and puffing it out behind.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





busty

 
/ˈbəstē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a woman) having large breasts.








II.
 
derivatives





bustiness






noun





















busway

 
/ˈbəswā/






noun




a road, or section of a road, set apart exclusively for buses, typically with tracks or grooves for guiding them.














busy

 
/ˈbizē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a great deal to do




•
 
he had been too busy to enjoy himself




•
 
there was enough work to keep two people busy.










2.
 
occupied with or concentrating on a particular activity or object of attention




•
 
the team members are busy raising money




•
 
he was 
busy with

 preparations.










3.
 
(of a place) full of activity.




4.
 
excessively detailed or decorated; fussy




•
 
they papered the bedroom with a busy pattern of satyrs and dryads.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a telephone line) engaged.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
busy oneself

 )


1.
 
keep occupied




•
 
she 
busied herself with

 her new home.














III.
 
derivatives





busyness

 
/ˈbizēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
bisgian

 (verb), 
bisig

 (noun); related to Dutch 
bezig

 .





busy bee

 
/ˈbizē ˌbē/






noun






‹informal›

 an industrious person.













busybody

 
/ˈbizēˌbädē/






noun




a meddling or prying person.













busy signal

 
/ˈbizē ˌsiɡnəl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sound indicating that a telephone line is engaged, typically a repeated single bleep.













busywork

 
/ˈbizēˌwərk/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 work that keeps a person busy but has little value in itself.













but

 
/bət/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
used to introduce something contrasting with what has already been mentioned.




2.
 
nevertheless; however




•
 
he stumbled but didn't fall




•
 
this is one principle, but it is not the only one.










3.
 
on the contrary; in contrast




•
 
I am clean but you are dirty




•
 
the problem is not that they are cutting down trees, but that they are doing it in a predatory way.










4.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — used to indicate the impossibility of anything other than what is being stated




•
 
one 
cannot but

 sympathize




•
 
there was nothing they could do but swallow their pride




•
 
they had no alternative but to follow.










5.
 
used to introduce a response expressing a feeling such as surprise or anger




•
 
but that's an incredible saving!




•
 
but why?










6.
 
used after an expression of apology for what one is about to say




•
 
I'm sorry, but I can't pay you.










7.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 without its being the case that




•
 
it never rains but it pours.














II.
 
preposition



1.
 
except; apart from; other than




•
 
in Texas, we were never anything but poor




•
 
I trusted no one but him




•
 
the last but one.










2.
 
used with repetition of certain words to give emphasis




•
 
nobody, but nobody, was going to stop her.














III.
 
adverb




no more than; only




•
 
he is but a shadow of his former self




•
 
choose from a colorful array of oranges, cherries, and raspberries, to name but a few.














IV.
 
noun




an argument against something; an objection




•
 


no buts

 —just get out of here




•
 
as with all these proposals, 
ifs and buts

 abound.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
all but






see all
 .









2.
 
anything but






see anything
 .









3.
 
but for





a.
 
except for




•
 
I walked along Broadway, deserted but for the occasional cab.










b.
 
if it were not for




•
 
the game could be over but for you.















4.
 
but that








‹archaic›

 other than that; except that




•
 
who knows but that the pictures painted on air are eternal.















5.
 
but then






after all; on the other hand (introducing a contrasting comment)




•
 
it couldn't help, 
but then again

 , it probably couldn't hurt.




•
 
it's a very hard exam, but then they all are.





















– origin

 Old English 
be-ūtan

 , 
būtan

 , 
būta

 ‘outside, without, except’ (see by
 , out
 ). / 
usage:

 For advice about using 
but

 and other conjunctions to begin a sentence, see usage at and
 .





butadiene

 
/ˌbyo͞odəˈdīēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless gaseous hydrocarbon made by catalytic dehydrogenation of butane and used in the manufacture of synthetic rubber.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 =CHCH=CH2
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from butane
 + di-
 1
 + -ene
 .






butane

 
/ˈbyo͞oˌtān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a flammable hydrocarbon gas that is a constituent of petroleum and is used in bottled form as a fuel. It is a member of the alkane series.

See also isobutane
 . [Chem. formula: CH3
 CH2
 CH2
 CH3
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from butyl
 + -ane
 2
 .





butanoic acid

 
/ˌbyo͞odəˌnōik ˈasəd/






noun




systematic chemical name for butyric acid
 .













butanol

 
/ˈbyo͞odəˌnôl ˈbyo͞odəˌnäl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two isomeric liquid alcohols used as solvents; butyl alcohol.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CH2
 CH2
 CH2
 OH (
1-butanol

 , 
butan-1-ol

 ) and CH3
 CH2
 CH(OH)CH3
 (
2-butanol

 , 
butan-2-ol

 ).]













Butazolidin

 
/ˌbyo͞odəˈzälədən/






noun






‹trademark›

 a preparation of phenylbutazone used to reduce pain and inflammation.














butch

 
/bo͝oCH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




manlike or masculine in appearance or behavior, typically aggressively or ostentatiously so.








II.
 
noun




a mannish lesbian, often contrasted with a more feminine partner.

Compare with femme
 .








III.
 
derivatives





butchy






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: perhaps an abbreviation of butcher
 .






butcher

 
/ˈbo͝oCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose trade is cutting up and selling meat in a shop.




2.
 
a person who slaughters and cuts up animals for food




•
 
a pork butcher.










3.
 
a person who kills or has people killed indiscriminately or brutally




•
 
a callous butcher of men.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person selling refreshments, newspapers, and other items on a train or in a stadium or theater.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
slaughter or cut up (an animal) for food




•
 
the meat will be butchered for the local market.










2.
 
kill (someone) brutally




•
 
they butchered 250 people.










3.
 
ruin (something) deliberately or through incompetence




•
 
the film was butchered by the studio that released it.

















– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
bochier

 , from 
boc

 ‘he-goat,’ probably of the same ultimate origin as buck
 1
 .






butcherbird

 
/ˈbo͝oCHərˌbərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrike (family 
Laniidae

 ) that impales its prey on thorns.




2.
 
a crowlike predacious Australasian songbird, with a heavy hook-tipped bill.

Compare with magpie
 (
sense

 2). [Family 
Cracticidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Cracticus

 , and several species.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from its habit of impaling its prey on thorns.





butcher block






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a material used to make kitchen countertops and tables, consisting of strips of hardwood glued together




•
 
a slab of butcher block




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a butcher-block table.



















butcher knife






noun




a large, broad-bladed knife used for cutting meat.













butcher's block

 
/ˈbo͝oCHərz ˌbläk/






noun




a sturdy wooden kitchen table with a square top on which food may be chopped.













butcher's broom






noun




a low evergreen Eurasian shrub of the lily family, with flat shoots that give the appearance of stiff, spine-tipped leaves.

[
Ruscus aculeatus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













butchery

 
/ˈbo͝oCHərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the savage killing of large numbers of people.




2.
 
the work of slaughtering animals and preparing them for sale as meat.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a slaughterhouse or meat market): from Old French 
boucherie

 , from 
bouchier

 ‘butcher.’





butch haircut






noun




a haircut that is trimmed very close to the head; a crewcut.













bute

 
/byo͞ot/






noun




informal term for phenylbutazone
 .













buteo

 
/ˈbyo͞odēō/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 
(chiefly US)

 a bird of prey of a group distinguished by broad wings that are used for soaring.

[
Buteo

 and related genera, family 
Accipitridae

 ; many species, including the buzzards and the red-tailed and Harris's hawks.]











– origin

 from Latin 
buteo

 ‘buzzard, hawk.’





Buteyko method

 
/bo͞oˈtākō ˌmeTHəd/





I.
 
noun




a technique of controlled breathing that is claimed to alleviate asthma.











– origin

 1990s: named after Ukrainian physiologist Konstantin 
Buteyko

 (1923–2003), who devised the technique.





Buthelezi, Mangosuthu

 
/ˌbo͞otlˈāzē/






(1928–), South African politician; minister of home affairs 1994–2004; full name 
Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi

 . He has been president of the Inkatha Freedom Party since 1975.









Butkus, Dick

 
/ˈbətkis/






(1942–), US football player; full name 
Richard Marvin Butkus

 . A middle linebacker for the Chicago Bears 1965–73, he was named to the National Football League's (NFL) All-Pro team six times. Football Hall of Fame (1979).










butler

 
/ˈbətlər/





I.
 
noun




the chief manservant of a house.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bouteillier

 ‘cupbearer,’ from 
bouteille

 ‘bottle.’





Butler, Pierce

 
/ˈbətlər/






(1866–1939), US Supreme Court associate justice 1922–39. A pro-business conservative, he was appointed to the Court by President Harding.









Butler, Samuel1







(1612–80), English poet, most notable for his three-part satirical poem 
Hudibras

 (1663–78).









Butler, Samuel2







(1835–1902), English novelist. Notable works: 
Erewhon

 (1872), 
Erewhon Revisited

 (1901), and 
The Way of All Flesh

 (1903).









butler's pantry






noun




a small service and storage room between a kitchen and a dining room.













butoh

 
/ˈbo͞odō/





I.
 
noun




a style of Japanese modern dance featuring dancers covered in white body paint.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘dance.’






butt1


 
/bət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) hit (someone or something) with the head or horns




•
 
she 
butted

 him 
in

 the chest with her head.










2.
 
strike (the head) against something




•
 
he 
butts

 his head 
against

 a wall.














II.
 
noun




a push or blow, typically given with the head




•
 
he would follow up with a butt from his head.














III.
 
phrases





butt heads








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 engage in conflict or be in strong disagreement




•
 
the residents continue to butt heads with the mall developers.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
butt in






take part in a conversation or activity, or enter somewhere, without being invited or expected




•
 
sorry to 
butt in on

 you.















2.
 
butt out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 stop interfering




•
 
anyone who tries to cut across our policies should butt out.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
boter

 , of Germanic origin.






butt2


 
/bət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the person or thing at which criticism or humor, typically unkind, is directed




•
 
his singing is the butt of dozens of jokes.










2.
 
(usu. 
butts

 )
 — an archery or shooting target or range.




3.
 
a mound on or in front of which a target is set up for archery or shooting.











– origin

 Middle English (in the archery sense): from Old French 
but

 , of unknown origin; perhaps influenced by French 
butte

 ‘rising ground.’






butt3


 
/bət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
butt end

 )
 — the thicker end, especially of a tool or a weapon




•
 
a rifle butt.










2.
 
the square end of a plank or plate meeting the end or side of another, as in the side of a ship.




3.
 
the thicker or hinder end of a hide used for leather.




4.
 
(also 
butt end

 )
 — the stub of a cigar or a cigarette




•
 
the ashtray was crammed with cigarette butts.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the buttocks or anus.




6.
 
the trunk of a tree, especially the part just above the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adjoin or meet end to end




•
 
the church 
butted up against

 the row of houses




•
 
a garden that 
butted up to

 the neighbor's.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — join (pieces of stone, lumber, and other building materials) with the ends or sides flat against each other




•
 
the floorboards will be 
butted up against

 each other to make tight seams.

















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun apparently related to Dutch 
bot

 ‘stumpy,’ also to buttock
 ; the verb partly from butt
 2
 , reinforced by abut
 .






butt4


 
/bət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cask, typically used for wine, ale, or water.




2.
 


(US)

 a liquid measure equal to 2 hogsheads (equivalent to 126 US gallons).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
bot

 , from late Latin 
buttis

 .





butt-dial

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inadvertently call (someone) on a mobile phone in one's rear pants pocket, as a result of pressure being accidentally applied to a button or buttons on the phone




•
 
I have had several people butt-dial me, from former girlfriends to my brother.














II.
 
noun




an inadvertent call made on a mobile phone in one's rear pants pocket, as a result of pressure being accidentally applied to a button or buttons on the phone




•
 
who hasn't received a butt dial at some point and listened to their friends chatting, singing, or even talking to themselves?



















butt dialing

 


‹Brit.›

 butt dialling






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the action of inadvertently calling someone on a mobile phone in one's rear pants pocket




•
 
thanks to screen locks, butt dialing is almost a thing of the past.



















butte

 
/byo͞ot/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹technical›

 an isolated hill with steep sides and a flat top (similar to but narrower than a mesa).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, ‘mound,’ from Old French 
but

 , of unknown origin (compare with butt
 2
 ).





Butte

 
/byo͞ot/






a city in southwestern Montana, noted as a mining center; pop. 32,119 (est. 2008).










butter

 
/ˈbədər/





I.
 
noun




a pale yellow edible fatty substance made by churning cream and used as a spread or in cooking.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread (something) with butter




•
 
she buttered the toast




•
 (as 
adj.

 
buttered

 )
 
lavishly buttered bread.














III.
 
phrases





look as if butter wouldn't melt in one's mouth








‹informal›

 appear gentle or innocent while typically being the opposite.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





butter someone up








‹informal›

 flatter or otherwise ingratiate oneself with someone.















– origin

 Old English 
butere

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
boter

 and German 
Butter

 , based on Latin 
butyrum

 , from Greek 
bouturon

 ‘cow cheese.’





butter-and-eggs

 
/ˌbədərənˈeɡz/






noun




see toadflax
 .













butterball

 
/ˈbədərˌbôl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a plump bird, especially a turkey or bufflehead.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a fat person.














butter bean

 
/ˈbədər ˌbēn/






noun




a lima bean, especially one of a variety with large flat white seeds that are usually dried.













butterbur

 
/ˈbədərˌbər/






noun




a Eurasian waterside plant of the daisy family, the rounded flower heads of which are produced before the leaves. The large soft leaves were formerly used to wrap butter, and extracts of the plant have long been used medicinally as a powerful anticonvulsant.

[Genus 
Petasites

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the common 
P. hybridus

 .]














buttercream

 
/ˈbədərˌkrēm/






noun




a soft mixture of butter and powdered sugar used as a filling or topping for a cake.













buttercup

 
/ˈbədərˌkəp/






noun




a herbaceous plant with bright yellow cup-shaped flowers, common in grassland and as a garden weed. All kinds are poisonous and generally avoided by livestock.

[Genus 
Ranunculus

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 (the 
buttercup family

 ): numerous species, including the very familiar 
common buttercup

 (
R. acris

 ). This large family also includes anemones, celandines, aconites, clematises, and hellebores, many of which have poisonous seeds.]













buttercup squash






noun




a winter squash of a variety with dark green skin and orange flesh.













butterface

 
/ˈbədərˌfās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a woman regarded as having a desirable body but an unattractive face.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an unattractive face.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: alteration of the phrase 
but her face

 .





butterfat

 
/ˈbədərˌfat/






noun




the natural fat contained in milk and dairy products.













butterfingers

 
/ˈbədərˌfiNGɡərz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a clumsy person, especially one who fails to hold a catch.




2.
 


‹informal›

 clumsiness in handling something




•
 
fumbling for the ball with butterfingers.














II.
 
derivatives





butterfingered

 
/ˈbədərˌfiNGɡərd /






adjective





















butterfish

 
/ˈbədərˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of fishes with oily flesh or slippery skin, in particular

[● a deep-bodied edible fish of temperate and tropical seas (family 
Stromateidae

 ), in particular 
Peprilus triacanthus

 of eastern North America. ● another term for gunnel
 1
 ● an Australasian reef fish (family 
Odacidae

 ), in particular the edible 
Odax pullus

 of New Zealand, which has green bones and feeds on kelp. ● a tropical freshwater or marine fish that is popular in aquariums (several families, including 
Scatophagidae

 ).]














butterfly

 
/ˈbədərˌflī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an insect with two pairs of large wings that are covered with tiny scales, usually brightly colored, and typically held erect when at rest. Butterflies fly by day, have clubbed or dilated antennae, and usually feed on nectar.

[Superfamilies 
Papilionoidea

 and 
Hesperioidea

 , order 
Lepidoptera

 : several families. Formerly placed in a grouping known as the 
Rhopalocera

 . Compare with moth
 .]




2.
 
a showy or frivolous person




•
 
a social butterfly.










3.
 
(
butterflies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a fluttering and nauseated sensation felt in the stomach when one is nervous.




4.
 
(in full 
butterfly stroke

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — a stroke in swimming in which both arms are raised out of the water and lifted forward together.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — having a two-lobed shape resembling the spread wings of a butterfly




•
 
a butterfly clip.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
split (a piece of meat) almost in two and spread it out flat


(as 
adj.

 
butterflied

 )


•
 
butterflied shrimp.

















– origin

 Old English, from butter
 + fly
 2
 ; perhaps from the cream or yellow color of common species, or from an old belief that the insects stole butter.





butterfly bush






noun




a Chinese buddleia that is cultivated in the West for its large spikes of fragrant purplish-lilac or white flowers, which are highly attractive to butterflies.

[
Buddleia davidii

 , family 
Loganiaceae

 .]













butterfly effect





I.
 
noun




(with reference to chaos theory) the phenomenon whereby a minute localized change in a complex system can have large effects elsewhere.











– origin

 1980s: from the notion that a butterfly fluttering in Rio de Janeiro could change the weather in Chicago.





butterflyfish

 
/ˈbədərˌflīfiSH/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of typically brightly colored or boldly marked fish of warm waters, in particular

[● a reef-dwelling fish that is popular in marine aquariums (
Chaetodon

 and other genera, family 
Chaetodontidae

 ). ● a predatory marine fish that bears long venomous spines (genus 
Pterois

 , family 
Scorpaenidae

 ).]




2.
 
a West African freshwater fish with large pectoral fins used in leaping out of the water and long fin rays used as stilts.

[
Pantodon buchholzi

 , the only member of the family 
Pantodontidae

 .]













butterfly knife






noun




a long broad knife used in pairs in some forms of kung fu.













butterfly net

 
/ˈbədərˌflī net/






noun



1.
 
a fine-meshed bag supported on a frame at the end of a handle for catching butterflies.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 a butterfly net supposedly dropped over a person in order to take the person away to a mental hospital




•
 
the men with the butterfly nets will be sitting on the foot of my bed.



















butterfly nut

 
/ˈbədərˌflī nət/






noun




another term for wing nut
 .













butterfly orchid






noun




an epiphytic wild orchid of South America with large yellow and red flowers that somewhat resemble a butterfly in shape.

[
Oncidium papilio

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]













butterfly stroke

 
/ˈbədərˌflī strōk/






noun




another term for butterfly
 (in swimming).













butterfly valve

 
/ˈbədərˌflī valv/






noun



1.
 
a valve consisting of a disk rotating on an axis across the diameter of a pipe to regulate the flow, as in the throttles of many engines.




2.
 
a valve consisting of a pair of semicircular plates that are attached to a spindle across a pipe and hinged to allow flow only one way.













butterfly weed






noun




a North American milkweed with bright orange flowers that are attractive to butterflies.

[
Asclepias tuberosa

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 .]













butterhead lettuce

 
/ˌbədərhed ˈledəs/






noun




a class of lettuce varieties having soft leaves that grow in a loose head.













butter icing






noun




another term for buttercream
 .













butter knife

 
/ˈbədər nīf/






noun




a blunt knife used for cutting or spreading butter or other similar spreads.













buttermilk

 
/ˈbədərˌmilk/






noun



1.
 
the slightly sour liquid left after butter has been churned, used in baking or consumed as a drink.




2.
 
a pale yellow color (used especially to describe paint or wallpaper)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
buttermilk paintwork.



















butternut

 
/ˈbədərˌnət/






noun



1.
 
a North American walnut tree that bears oblong sticky fruits. Its light-colored, soft timber is useful primarily for making furniture and cabinetry.

Also called white walnut
 . [
Juglans cinerea

 , family 
Juglandaceae

 .]




2.
 
the edible oily nut of the butternut.




3.
 


‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 a Confederate soldier or supporter (so called because the fabric of the Confederate uniform was typically homespun and dyed with butternut extract).













butternut squash






noun




a popular winter squash of a variety that has a bell-shaped fruit with sweet orange-yellow flesh.













butterscotch

 
/ˈbədərˌskäCH/






noun



1.
 
a flavor created originally by combining melted butter with brown sugar


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
butterscotch syrup.










2.
 
a candy made with butterscotch flavoring.













butter-soft






adjective




having an extremely soft, smooth texture




•
 
butter-soft handmade leather bags and sandals.



















butter tart






noun






(Canadian)

 a tart with a filling of butter, eggs, brown sugar, and, typically, raisins.













butterweed

 
/ˈbədərˌwēd/






noun




a yellow-flowered plant of the daisy family, closely related to ragwort.

[Genus 
Senecio

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the 
common butterweed

 (
S. vulgaris

 ) of the Pacific states and 
Bolander's butterweed

 (
S. bolanderi

 ), found esp. along the Pacific coast of North America.]













butterwort

 
/ˈbədərˌwərt ˈbədərˌwôrt/





I.
 
noun




a carnivorous bog plant that has violet flowers borne above a rosette of yellowish-green greasy leaves that trap and digest small insects. It is native to both Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Pinguicula

 , family 
Lentibulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common butterwort

 (
P. vulgaris

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.





buttery1


 
/ˈbədərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or tasting like butter




•
 
layers of flaky buttery pastry.










2.
 
covered with butter




•
 
buttery fingers.














II.
 
derivatives





butteriness






noun





















buttery2


 
/ˈbədərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pantry, or a room for storing wine and liquor.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a room, especially in a college, where food is kept and sold to students.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
boterie

 ‘storeroom for casks,’ from Old French 
bot

 (see butt
 4
 ).





butthead

 
/ˈbətˌhed/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or stubborn person




•
 
only a butthead would drive a car like that.



















butt hinge






noun




a hinge attached to the abutting surfaces of a door and a door jamb.













butthurt

 
/ˈbətˌhərt /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
adjective




overly or unjustifiably offended or resentful




•
 
they're all butthurt that she released the album online first




•
 
that fight the other night was started by a butthurt player from the losing team.














II.
 
noun




an excessive or unjustifiable feeling of personal offence or resentment




•
 
it's time to get over the butthurt from last year's playoffs




•
 
the butthurt just oozes out of this comment.

















– origin

 1990s: butt
 3
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun) + hurt
 .





buttinsky

 
/bətˈinskē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who habitually butts in; an intruder or meddler.













butt joint






noun




(of wood, metal, etc.) a joint formed by two surfaces abutting at right angles.













buttle

 
/ˈbədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹humorous›

 work as a butler




•
 
there is no one today worth 
buttling for

 .

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from butler
 .





buttload

 
/ˈbətˌlōd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a large number or amount




•
 
the company will make 
a buttload of

 money.




•
 
a buttload of big-name actors.




















buttock

 
/ˈbədək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of the two round fleshy parts that form the lower rear area of a human trunk.




2.
 
(
buttocks

 )
 — the rump of an animal.











– origin

 Old English 
buttuc

 , probably from the base of butt
 3
 + -ock
 .






button

 
/ˈbətn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small disk or knob sewn onto a garment, either to fasten it by being pushed through a slit made for the purpose, or for decoration




•
 
a blouse with five buttons in front




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
button thread.










2.
 
a small, round object resembling a button




•
 
chocolate buttons.










3.
 


[Fencing]

 a knob fitted to the point of a foil to make it harmless.




4.
 
a knob on a piece of electrical or electronic equipment that is pressed to operate it.




5.
 
an element of a graphical user interface which a user can select to perform a particular action




•
 
just search for the app you want and click the 'buy' or 'install' button.










6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a badge bearing a design or slogan and pinned to the clothing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (clothing) with buttons




•
 
he 
buttoned up

 his jacket.










2.
 
(
button someone into

 )
 — fasten the buttons of a garment being worn by (someone)




•
 
he buttoned himself into the raincoat.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a garment) be fastened with buttons




•
 
a dress that buttons down the front.










4.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ] (
button it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 stop talking.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
button one's lip








‹informal›

 stop or refrain from talking.









2.
 
on the button





a.
 


‹informal›

 punctually




•
 
it was nearly visiting hours and she would arrive on the button.










b.
 
exactly right




•
 
his prediction was right on the button in terms of actual rainfall.















3.
 
press the button








‹informal›

 initiate an action or train of events, especially nuclear war.









4.
 
push (or press) someone's buttons








‹informal›

 arouse or provoke a reaction in someone




•
 
stay cool and don't allow them to push your buttons.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





button something up





a.
 


‹informal›

 complete or conclude something satisfactorily




•
 
trying to button up a deal.










b.
 
repress or contain something




•
 
it was repressive enough to keep public opinion buttoned up.


















V.
 
derivatives





buttonless

 
/ˈbətnləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
bouton

 , of Germanic origin and related to butt
 1
 .






buttonball tree

 
/ˈbətnbôl ˌtrē/






noun




another term for sycamore
 (
sense

 1).













buttonbush

 
/ˈbətnˌbo͝oSH/






noun




a low-growing North American aquatic shrub of the bedstraw family, with small tubular flowers that form globular flower heads.

[
Cephalanthus occidentalis

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]













button-down

 
/ˈbətn ˌdoun/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a collar) having points that are buttoned to the garment.




2.
 
(of a shirt) having a button-down collar.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) conservative or unimaginative.








II.
 
noun




a shirt with a button-down collar.













buttoned

 
/ˈbətnd/






adjective



1.
 
(of clothing) fastened or decorated by buttons




•
 
bowties and buttoned dress shirts




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a one-buttoned jacket.










2.
 
(of a piece of electrical or electronic equipment) operated by buttons that are pressed to activate specific functions




•
 
a legacy from the buttoned phones




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the app features a big-buttoned music player.



















buttoned-up

 
//






adjective



1.
 
reserved and not inclined to reveal information




•
 
Fleischer's buttoned-up style.










2.
 
secured to the maximum degree against attack




•
 
the tank had been buttoned up and had not been seriously damaged.



















buttonhole

 
/ˈbətnˌhōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slit made in a garment to receive a button for fastening.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a boutonnière.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 attract the attention of and detain (someone) in conversation, typically against his or her will.




2.
 
make slits for receiving buttons in (a garment).













buttonholer

 
/ˈbətnˌhōlər/






noun




an attachment for a sewing machine used to make buttonholes.













buttonhole stitch

 
/ˈbətnˌhōl stiCH/






noun




a looped stitch used for edging buttonholes or pieces of material




•
 
the edges are worked in buttonhole stitch.



















buttonhook

 
/ˈbətnˌho͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a small hook with a long handle for fastening tight buttons (often formerly on buttoned boots or gloves).




2.
 


[Football]

 a play in which a pass receiver runs straight downfield and then doubles back sharply toward the line of scrimmage.













button man






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a hired killer.













button mushroom






noun




a young unopened mushroom.














button quail






noun




a small quaillike Old World bird related to the rails, with only three toes.

[Family 
Turnicidae

 and genus 
Turnix

 : several species, including the widespread 
barred button quail

 (
T. suscitator

 ) of Asia.]













Buttons

 
/ˈbətnz/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a nickname for a liveried pageboy, especially in pantomimes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the rows of buttons on his jacket.






buttonwood

 
/ˈbətnˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
(also 
buttonwood tree

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 another term for sycamore
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
either of two mangroves native mainly to tropical America, used in the production of tanbark and for charcoal.

[
Conocarpus erectus

 (the 
button mangrove

 ) and 
Laguncularia racemosa

 , family 
Combretaceae

 .]













buttress

 
/ˈbətrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projecting support of stone or brick built against a wall.




2.
 
a projecting portion of a hill or mountain.




3.
 
a source of defense or support




•
 
there was a demand for a new stable order as a buttress against social collapse.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a building or structure) with projecting supports built against its walls


(as 
adj.

 
buttressed

 )


•
 
a buttressed wall.










2.
 
increase the strength of or justification for; reinforce




•
 
authority was buttressed by religious belief.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
(ars) bouterez

 ‘thrusting (arch),’ from 
boter

 ‘to strike, thrust’ (see butt
 1
 ).





buttress root






noun




a tree root whose upper, exposed parts project from the trunk like a buttress.













butt ugly






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 extremely unattractive.













butut

 
/ˈbo͞oto͞ot/






noun




a monetary unit of Gambia, equal to one hundredth of a dalasi.














butyl

 
/ˈbyo͞odl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 an alkyl radical —C4
 H9
 , derived from butane




•
 
butyl acetate.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 short for butyl rubber
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from butyric acid
 + -yl
 .





butyl alcohol






noun




any of four isomeric alcohols used as solvents and in organic synthesis.













butylate

 
/ˈbyo͞odlˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 combine with a butyl group.








II.
 
derivatives





butylation

 
/ˌbyo͞otlˈāSHən /






noun





















butylated hydroxyanisole

 
/ˌbyo͞odlādid hīˌdräksēˈanəˌsōl /

 
BHA






noun




a synthetic antioxidant used to preserve fats and oils in food.

[Chem. formula: C11
 H16
 O2
 .]













butylated hydroxytoluene

 
/ˌbyo͞odlˌādəd hīˌdräksēˈtälyo͞oˌēn /

 
BHT






noun




a synthetic antioxidant used to preserve fats and oils in foods, medicinal drugs, and cosmetics.

[Chem. formula: C15
 H24
 O.]













butylene

 
/ˈbyo͞odlˌēn/






noun




any of several isomeric hydrocarbons obtained from petroleum and used to make polymers and in organic synthesis.

[Chem. formula: C4
 H8
 .]














butyl rubber

 
/ˈbyo͞odl ˈbyo͞oˌtil ˈrəbər/






noun




a synthetic rubber made by polymerizing isobutylene and isoprene.













butyraceous

 
/ˌbyo͞odəˈrāSHəs/






adjective




of or like butter.














butyric acid

 
/byo͞oˌtirik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, syrupy liquid organic acid found in rancid butter and in arnica oil.

[Alternative name: 
butanoic acid

 ; chem. formula: C3
 H7
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





butyrate

 
/ˈbyo͞odəˌrāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
butyric

 from Latin 
butyrum

 (see butter
 ) + -ic
 .





butyrin

 
/ˈbyo͞odərən/






noun




any of three glyceryl esters of butyric acid found naturally in butter.

[Chem. formula: C3
 H5
 (C3
 H4
 O2
 )3
 .]













buxom

 
/ˈbəksəm/





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman) plump, especially with large breasts.








II.
 
derivatives





buxomness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the stem of Old English 
būgan

 ‘to bend’ (see bow
 2
 ) + -some
 1
 . The original sense was ‘compliant, obliging,’ later ‘lively and good-tempered,’ influenced by the traditional association of plumpness and good health with an easygoing nature.






buy

 
/bī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain in exchange for payment




•
 
we had to find some money to buy a house




•
 
he had been able to 
buy up

 hundreds of acres




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he bought me a new dress




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
had no interest in 
buying into

 an entertainment company.










2.
 
(
buy someone out

 )
 — pay someone to give up an ownership, interest, or share.




3.
 
procure the loyalty and support of (someone) by bribery




•
 
here was a man who could not be bought




•
 
I'll 
buy off

 the investigators.










4.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — be a means of obtaining (something) through exchange or payment




•
 
money can't buy happiness.










5.
 
get by sacrifice or great effort




•
 
greatness is 
dearly bought

 .










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a profession of purchasing goods for a store or firm.




7.
 


‹informal›

 accept the truth of




•
 
I am not prepared to buy the claim that the ends justify the means




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I hate to 
buy into

 stereotypes.










8.
 
(
bought it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to say that someone has died




•
 
his friends had bought it in the jungle.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a purchase




•
 
the wine is a good buy at $3.49.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an act of purchasing something




•
 
out on a produce buy for the restaurant.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
buy the farm








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 die




•
 
I refused to admit to my recklessness, even when I nearly bought the farm.















2.
 
buy time






delay an event temporarily so as to have longer to improve one's own position.















– origin

 Old English 
bycgan

 , of Germanic origin.





buy-back

 
/ˈbīˌbak/






noun



1.
 
the buying back of goods by the original seller.




2.
 
the buying back by a company of its own shares.




3.
 
a form of borrowing in which shares or bonds are sold with an agreement to repurchase them at a later date




•
 
a share buy-back.



















buyer

 
/ˈbī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes a purchase.




2.
 
a person employed to select and purchase stock or materials for a large retail or manufacturing business, etc.








II.
 
phrases





a buyer's market






an economic situation in which goods or shares are plentiful and buyers can keep prices down.

















buy-in






noun



1.
 
a purchase of shares by a broker after a seller has failed to deliver similar shares, the original seller being charged any difference in cost.




2.
 
(also 
management buy-in

 )
 — a purchase of shares in a company by managers who are not employed by it.




3.
 
the buying back by a company of its own shares.




4.
 


‹informal›

 agreement to support a decision




•
 
the CEO got a buy-in from all his vice presidents to launch the new product.



















buyout

 
/ˈbīˌout/






noun




the purchase of a controlling share in a company.













buzkashi

 
/bo͝oSHˈkəSHē/






noun




a sport in which teams on horseback compete to gain possession of a headless animal carcass and bring it to a scoring area. It is the national sport of Afghanistan.













buzz

 
/bəz/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a low, continuous humming or murmuring sound, made by or similar to that made by an insect




•
 
the buzz of the bees




•
 
a buzz of conversation.










2.
 
the sound of a buzzer or telephone.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a telephone call




•
 
I'll give you a buzz.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a rumor




•
 
the buzz is that he's in big trouble.










5.
 
an atmosphere of excitement and activity




•
 
there is a real buzz about the place.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a feeling of excitement or euphoria




•
 
I 
got

 such 
a buzz

 out of seeing the kids' faces.










7.
 


‹informal›

 a general sense of excitement about or interest in someone or something, as reflected in or generated by media coverage or word of mouth




•
 
they created a huge buzz with their latest album




•
 
the film has already generated a lot of buzz in the industry.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a humming sound




•
 
mosquitoes were buzzing all around us.










2.
 
(often as 
noun

 
buzzing

 )
 — (of the ears) be filled with a humming sound




•
 
I remember a buzzing in my ears.










3.
 
signal with a buzzer




•
 
the electric bell began to buzz for closing time




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he buzzed the stewardesses every five minutes.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make a telephone call to (someone).




5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move quickly or busily




•
 
she buzzed along the highway back into town.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Aeronautics]

 
‹informal›

 fly very close to (another aircraft, the ground, etc.) at a high speed.




7.
 
(of a place) have an air of excitement or purposeful activity




•
 
the club is 
buzzing with

 excitement.










8.
 
(of a person's mind or head) be filled with excited or confused thoughts




•
 
her mind was 
buzzing with

 ideas.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





buzz off






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go away.















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.





buzzard

 
/ˈbəzərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large hawklike bird of prey with broad wings and a rounded tail, typically seen soaring in wide circles.

[Family 
Accipitridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Buteo

 , and including the common (
Eurasian

 ) 
buzzard

 (
B. buteo

 ).]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a North American vulture, especially a turkey vulture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
busard

 , based on Latin 
buteo

 ‘falcon.’





Buzzards Bay

 
/ˌbəzərdz ˈbā/






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean in southeastern Massachusetts, just west of Cape Cod.









buzz bomb

 
/bəz bäm/






noun






‹informal›

 a robot bomb, especially the German V-1 used during World War II.













buzz cut






noun




a haircut in which all the hair is cut very close to the scalp.













buzzer

 
/ˈbəzər/





I.
 
noun




an electrical device, similar to a bell, that makes a buzzing noise and is used for signaling.








II.
 
phrases





at the buzzer








(N. Amer.)

 at the end of a game or period of play




•
 
Smith missed another 3-pointer at the buzzer.























buzzkill

 
/ˈbəzkil/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing that has a depressing or dispiriting effect




•
 
if you think bad weather at the zoo sounds like a buzzkill, you're right.



















buzz saw

 
/ˈbəz ˌsô/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for circular saw
 .













buzzword

 
/ˈbəzˌwərd /

 
buzz phrase






noun






‹informal›

 a word or phrase, often an item of jargon, that is fashionable at a particular time or in a particular context.













buzzworthy

 
/ˈbəzˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 likely to arouse the interest and attention of the public, either by media coverage or word of mouth




•
 
four of this year's most buzzworthy young stars




•
 
the year was full of buzzworthy red carpet fashion moments.

















– origin

 1980s: from buzz
 
(

 noun) and -worthy
 .





buzzy

 
/ˈbəzē/






adjective






‹informal›

 (especially of a place or atmosphere) lively and exciting




•
 
a buzzy bar with live music.



















BVDs

 
/ˌbēˌvēˈdēz/





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a type of boxer shorts.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation from the name of the manufacturers; the mistaken full form in folk etymology is 
babies' ventilated diapers

 .





BVM






abbreviation




Blessed Virgin Mary.













b/w






abbreviation




black and white (used especially to describe printing, movies, photographs, or television pictures).













bwana

 
/ˈbwänə/





I.
 
noun




(in East Africa) a boss or master (often used as a title or form of address)




•
 
he can't hear you, bwana.

















– origin

 Kiswahili.





BWI






abbreviation






‹historical›

 British West Indies.













BWR






abbreviation




boiling-water reactor.














by

 
/bī/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
identifying the agent performing an action.




2.
 
after a passive verb




•
 
the door was opened by my cousin Annie




•
 
damage caused by fire.










3.
 
after a noun denoting an action




•
 
further attacks by the mob




•
 
a clear decision by the electorate.










4.
 
identifying the author of a text, idea, or work of art




•
 
a book by Ernest Hemingway.










5.
 
[often with 
verbal noun

 ]
 — indicating the means of achieving something




•
 
malaria can be controlled by attacking the parasite




•
 
they plan to provide further working capital 
by means of

 borrowing.










6.
 
indicating a term to which an interpretation is to be assigned




•
 
what is meant by “fair?”










7.
 
indicating a name according to which a person is known




•
 
she mostly calls me by my last name.










8.
 
indicating the means of transport selected for a journey




•
 
traveling by train to Boston.










9.
 
indicating the other parent of someone's child or children




•
 
Richard is his son by his third wife.










10.
 
indicating the sire of a pedigree animal, especially a horse




•
 
a black filly by Goldfuerst.










11.
 
(followed by a noun without an adjective) in various phrases indicating how something happens




•
 
I heard by chance that she has married again




•
 
Anderson, by contrast, rejects this view




•
 
she ate by candlelight.










12.
 
indicating the amount or size of a margin




•
 
the shot missed her by miles




•
 
the raising of taxes by 2.5%.










13.
 
indicating a unit of measurement




•
 
billing is by the minute.










14.
 
in phrases indicating something happening repeatedly or progressively, typically with repetition of a unit of time




•
 
colors changing minute by minute




•
 
the risk becomes worse by the day.










15.
 
identifying a parameter




•
 
a breakdown of employment figures by age and occupation.










16.
 
expressing multiplication, often in dimensions




•
 
a map measuring 24 by 36 inches




•
 
she multiplied it by 89.










17.
 
indicating a deadline or the end of a particular time period




•
 
I've got to do this report by Monday




•
 
by now Kelly needed extensive physiotherapy.










18.
 
indicating location of a physical object beside a place or object




•
 
remains were discovered by the roadside




•
 
the lamp was by the door.










19.
 
past; beyond




•
 
I drove by our house.










20.
 
indicating the period in which something happens




•
 
this animal always hunts 
by night

 .










21.
 
concerning; according to




•
 
anything you do is all right by me




•
 
she had done her duty by him.










22.
 
used in mild oaths




•
 
it was the least he could do, by God.







[partly translating French 
par

 ‘through the medium or agency of.’]








II.
 
adverb




so as to go past




•
 
a car flashed by on the other side of the road




•
 
he let only a moment go by.














III.
 
noun




variant spelling of bye
 1
 .








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
by and by






before long; eventually.









2.
 
by the by (or bye)






incidentally; parenthetically




•
 
where's Hector, by the by?















3.
 
by and large






on the whole; everything considered




•
 
mammals have, by and large, bigger brains than reptiles.







[originally in nautical use, describing the handling of a ship both with the wind and against it.]









4.
 
by oneself





a.
 
alone




•
 
living in that big house by himself.










b.
 
unaided




•
 
the patient often learns to undress by himself.















5.
 
by way of






see way
 .















– origin

 Old English 
bī

 , 
bi

 , 
be

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
bij

 and German 
bei

 .





by-






prefix




subordinate; incidental; secondary




•
 
by-form




•
 
byproduct.



















Byatt, A. S.

 
/ˈbīət/






(1936–), English novelist and literary critic; full name 
Antonia Susan Byatt

 . She is the sister of Margaret Drabble. Notable novels: 
The Virgin in the Garden

 (1978) and 
Possession

 (Booker Prize, 1990).









Byblos

 
/ˈbibläs/






an ancient Mediterranean seaport, located on the site of modern Jebeil, north of Beirut in Lebanon. It was a thriving Phoenician city in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 .









by-blow

 
/ˈbīˌblō/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a side-blow not at the main target.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a man's illegitimate child.













by-catch






noun




the unwanted fish and other marine creatures caught during commercial fishing for a different species.














Bydgoszcz

 
/ˈbidˌɡôSHCH/






an industrial river port in northern central Poland; pop. 362,397 (2007). Twenty thousand of its citizens were massacred by Nazis in September 1939.

German name Bromberg
 .










bye1


 
/bī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transfer of a competitor directly to the next round of a competition in the absence of an assigned opponent.




2.
 


[Golf]

 one or more holes remaining unplayed after the match has been decided.








II.
 
phrases





by the bye






variant spelling of by the by
 (see by
 ).















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a side issue or incidental matter): from the noun by
 .





bye2


 
/bī/






exclamation






‹informal›

 short for goodbye
 .














bye-bye





I.
 
exclamation




informal way of saying goodbye
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: child's reduplication.





by-election

 
/ˈbī əˌlekSHən /

 
bye-election






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an election to fill a vacancy arising during a term of office.













by-form

 
/ˈbīˌfôrm/






noun




a secondary form of a word




•
 
historically, “inquire” is a by-form of “enquire.”



















bygone

 
/ˈbīˌɡôn/





I.
 
adjective




belonging to an earlier time




•
 
relics of a bygone society.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
bygones

 )


1.
 
a thing dating from an earlier time.








III.
 
phrases





let bygones be bygones






forget past offenses or causes of conflict and be reconciled.

















bylaw

 
/ˈbīlô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rule made by a company or society to control the actions of its members.




2.
 
a regulation made by a local authority; an ordinance.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from obsolete 
byrlaw

 ‘local law or custom,’ from Old Norse 
býjar

 , genitive singular of 
býr

 ‘town,’ but associated with by
 .





byline

 
/ˈbīˌlīn/






noun




a line in a newspaper naming the writer of an article.













byname

 
/ˈbīˌnām/






noun




a sobriquet or nickname, especially one given to distinguish people with the same given name.













BYOB






abbreviation




bring your own bottle (or booze, or beer).













BYOD





I.
 
noun




the practice of allowing the employees of an organization to use their own computers, smartphones, or other devices for work purposes




•
 
the increasing prevalence of BYOD is set to have a fundamental impact on IT over the next few years




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
many companies are putting themselves and their data at risk by jumping on to the BYOD bandwagon too quickly.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
bring your own device

 .





bypass

 
/ˈbīˌpas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a road passing around a town or its center to provide an alternative route for through traffic.




2.
 
a secondary channel, pipe, or connection to allow a flow when the main one is closed or blocked.




3.
 
a surgical operation in which an alternative channel is created, especially to improve blood flow to the heart when a coronary artery is blocked




•
 
my granddad is well into his eighties and had a bypass




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he's just had a triple bypass operation.










4.
 
the alternative channel created during a bypass operation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go past or around




•
 
bypass the farm and continue to the road.










2.
 
provide (a town) with a route diverting traffic from its center




•
 
the town has been bypassed.










3.
 
avoid or circumvent (an obstacle or problem)




•
 
a manager might bypass formal channels of communication.



















bypath

 
/ˈbīpaTH/






noun




an indirect route.













byplay

 
/ˈbīplā/






noun




secondary or subsidiary action or involvement in a play or movie.













byproduct

 
/ˈbīˌprädəkt/






noun



1.
 
an incidental or secondary product made in the manufacture or synthesis of something else




•
 
zinc is a byproduct of the glazing process.










2.
 
a secondary result, unintended but inevitably produced in doing or producing something else




•
 
he saw poverty as the byproduct of colonial prosperity.



















Byrd, Charlie

 
/bərd/






(1925–99), US guitarist; full name 
Charlie Lee Byrd

 . He was responsible for introducing and applying acoustic classical guitar techniques to jazz and popular music and for launching the samba and bossa nova movements of the 1960s in the US with his album 
Jazz Samba

 (1962) with Stan Getz.









Byrd, Richard






(1888–1957), US explorer, naval officer, and aviator; full name 
Richard Evelyn Byrd

 . He claimed to have made the first aircraft flight over the North Pole 1926, although his actual course has been disputed. He was the first to fly over the South Pole 1929 and led further scientific expeditions to the Antarctic in 1933–34 and 1939–41.









Byrd, Robert Carlyle






(1917–2010), US politician; born 
Cornelius Calvin Sale, Jr

 . A West Virginia Democrat, he was the longest-serving member of the US Senate (1950–52, 1959–2010).









byre

 
/ˈbī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a cowshed.











– origin

 Old English 
bȳre

 ; perhaps related to bower
 1
 .





Byrnes, James Francis

 
/bərnz/






(1879–1972), US Supreme Court associate justice 1941–42. A Democrat from South Carolina, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1911–25 and the US Senate 1931–41 before being appointed to the Court by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He resigned a year later to take several federal positions in the war effort, and from 1945 to 1947 was US secretary of state.









byroad

 
/ˈbīˌrōd/






noun




a minor road.













Byron, George Gordon

 
/ˈbīrən/






6th Baron (1788–1824), English poet. His poetry exerted considerable influence on the romantic movement, particularly on the Continent. Having joined the fight for Greek independence, he died of malaria before seeing serious action. Notable works: 
Childe Harold's Pilgrimage

 (1812–18) and 
Don Juan

 (1819–24).









Byronic

 
/bīˈränik/






adjective



1.
 
characteristic of Lord Byron or his poetry.




2.
 
(of a man) alluringly dark, mysterious, or moody.













byssinosis

 
/ˌbisəˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a lung disease caused by prolonged inhalation of textile fiber dust.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
byssinus

 ‘made of byssus’ (from Greek 
bussinos

 ) + -osis
 .





byssus

 
/ˈbisəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a fine textile fiber and fabric of flax.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a tuft of tough silky filaments by which mussels and some other bivalves adhere to rocks and other objects


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
byssus threads.














II.
 
derivatives





byssal

 
/-səl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
bussos

 , of Semitic origin.





bystander

 
/ˈbīˌstandər/






noun




a person who is present at an event or incident but does not take part.













bystreet

 
/ˈbīstrēt/






noun




a side street off the main thoroughfare.













byte

 
/bīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a group of binary digits or bits (usually eight) operated on as a unit.

Compare with bit
 4
 .




2.
 


[Computing]

 a byte considered as a unit of memory size.











– origin

 1960s: an arbitrary formation based on bit
 4
 and bite
 .






Bytom

 
/ˈbiˌtôm/






a city in southern Poland, northwest of Katowice; pop. 185,793 (2007).

German name Beuthen
 .









bytownite

 
/bīˈtounīt/





I.
 
noun




a calcium-rich plagioclase present in many basic igneous rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Bytown

 , the former name of Ottawa, Canada, + -ite
 1
 .





byway

 
/ˈbīˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a road or track not following a main route; a minor road or path.




2.
 
a little-known area or detail




•
 
byways of Russian music.



















byword

 
/ˈbīˌwərd/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing cited as a notorious and outstanding example or embodiment of something




•
 
his name became a 
byword for

 luxury.










2.
 
a word or expression summarizing a thing's characteristics or a person's principles




•
 
“Small is beautiful” may be the byword for most couturiers.



















by-your-leave

 
/ˌbīyôrˈlēv/






noun




request for permission




•
 
he borrowed my car without so much as a by-your-leave.







See also leave
 2
 .













Byzantine

 
/ˈbizənˌtēn ˈbizənˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Byzantium, the Byzantine Empire, or the Eastern Orthodox Church.




2.
 
of an ornate artistic and architectural style that developed in the Byzantine Empire and spread especially to Italy and Russia. The art is generally rich and stylized (as in religious icons) and the architecture typified by many-domed, highly decorated churches.




3.
 
(also 
byzantine

 )
 — (of a system or situation) excessively complicated, typically involving a great deal of administrative detail




•
 
Byzantine insurance regulations.










4.
 
characterized by deviousness or underhanded procedure




•
 
Byzantine intrigues




•
 
he has the most Byzantine mind in politics.














II.
 
noun




a citizen of Byzantium or the Byzantine Empire.








III.
 
derivatives





Byzantinism

 
/bəˈzantəˌnizəm, bī- /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a bezant
 , a Byzantine coin): from Latin 
Byzantinus

 , from Byzantium
 .






Byzantine Empire






the empire in southeastern Europe and Asia Minor formed from the eastern part of the Roman Empire. It ended with the loss of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.









Byzantinist

 
/biˈzantənist, bī-/






noun




a historian or other scholar specializing in the study of the Byzantine Empire.














Byzantium

 
/bəˈzantēəm bīˈzantēəm bəˈzan(t)SHēəm/






an ancient Greek city, founded in the 7th century 
BC

 , at the southern end of the Bosporus, site of the modern city of Istanbul. It was rebuilt by Constantine the Great in 
AD

 324–330 as Constantinople.









BZP






abbreviation




benzylpiperazine, a drug that has stimulant and euphoric properties similar to those of amphetamine.

[Chem. formula: C11
 H16
 N2
 .]













c

 
/sē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
cent(s).




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) centi-




•
 
centistokes (cS).










3.
 
(
c.

 )
 — century or centuries




•
 
a watch case, 19th c.










4.
 
(also 
c.

 )
 — (preceding a date or amount) circa; approximately




•
 
Isabella was born c. 1759.










5.
 
(of water) cold




•
 
all cabins have h & c.










6.
 
colt.








II.
 
symbol






[Physics]

 the speed of light in a vacuum




•
 
E = mc2
 .



















C1


 
/sē /

 
c






noun



1.
 
the third letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the third in a set of items, categories, sizes, etc.




3.
 
denoting the third of three or more hypothetical people or things.




4.
 
the third highest class of academic grades.




5.
 
(
c

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the third file from the left of a chessboard, as viewed from White's side of the board.




6.
 
(usu. 
c

 )
 — the third fixed constant to appear in an algebraic expression, or a known constant.




7.
 
denoting the lowest soil horizon, comprising parent materials.




8.
 
a shape like that of a letter C


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
C-springs.










9.
 
(usu. 
C

 )
 — 

[Music]

 the first note of the diatonic scale of C major, the major scale having no sharps or flats.




10.
 
a key based on a scale with C as its keynote.




11.
 
the Roman numeral for 100.

[abbreviation of Latin 
centum

 ‘hundred.’]




12.
 
(
C

 )
 — a high-level computer programming language originally developed for implementing the UNIX operating system.

[formerly known as 
B

 , abbreviation of 
BCPL

 .]













C2


 
/sē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(
C.

 )
 — Cape (chiefly on maps)




•
 
C. Hatteras.










2.
 
Celsius or centigrade




•
 
it was 29°C at noon.










3.
 
(
©

 )
 — copyright.




4.
 
(in personal ads) Christian.




5.
 


[Physics]

 coulomb(s).








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Physics]

 capacitance.




2.
 
the chemical element carbon.








III.
 
phrases





the Big C








‹informal›

 cancer.

















C8






noun




a popular designation for ammonium perfluorooctanoate, a detergentlike chemical used in the manufacture of fluoropolymers.













ca

 
ca.






abbreviation




(preceding a date or amount) circa.













Ca






symbol




the chemical element calcium.













CA






abbreviation



1.
 
California (in official postal use).




2.
 
Central America.




3.
 
chief accountant.




4.
 


(Canadian)

 
(Scottish)

 chartered accountant.













cab1


 
/kab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for taxicab
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 a horse-drawn vehicle for public hire.




3.
 
the driver's compartment in a truck, bus, or train.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel in a taxi




•
 
Roger cabbed home.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of cabriolet
 .





cab2


 
/kab/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a cabinet containing a speaker or speakers for a guitar amplifier.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: abbreviation.





CAB






abbreviation






(US)

 Civil Aeronautics Board.













cabal

 
/kəˈbäl kəˈbal/





I.
 
noun




a secret political clique or faction




•
 
a cabal of dissidents.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the cabbala): from French 
cabale

 , from medieval Latin 
cabala

 (see Kabbalah
 ).





cabaletta

 
/ˌkabəˈletə, ˌkäbə-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple aria with a repetitive rhythm.




2.
 
the uniformly quick final section of an aria.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, variant of
coboletta

 ‘short stanza,’ diminutive of 
cobola

 , from Old Provençal 
cobla

 , from Latin 
copula

 ‘connection.’





cabalistic

 
/ˌkabəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or associated with mystical interpretation or esoteric doctrine.

See also Kabbalah
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cabalism

 
/ˈkabəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
cabalist

 
/ˈkabəlist /






noun



















– origin

 earlly 17th cent.: variant of Kabbalistic
 : see Kabbalah
 .






caballero

 
/ˌkabə(l)ˈye(ə)rō, -ˈle(ə)rō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Spanish or Mexican gentleman.




2.
 


(US)

 (in the southwestern US) a horseman.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish ‘gentleman, horseman,’ based on Latin 
caballus

 ‘horse.’ Compare with cavalier
 , chevalier
 .





cabana

 
/kəˈban(y)ə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cabin, hut, or shelter, especially one at a beach or swimming pool.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
cabaña

 , from late Latin 
capana

 , 
cavana

 ‘cabin.’





cabaret

 
/ˌkabəˈrā ˈkabəˌrā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
entertainment held in a nightclub or restaurant while the audience eats or drinks at tables




•
 
she was seen recently in cabaret




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cabaret act.










2.
 
a nightclub or restaurant where entertainment is performed.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a French inn): from Old French, literally ‘wooden structure,’ via Middle Dutch from Old Picard 
camberet

 ‘little room.’ Current senses date from the early 20th cent.





cabbage

 
/ˈkabij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cultivated plant eaten as a vegetable, having thick green or purple leaves surrounding a spherical heart or head of young leaves.

[
Brassica oleracea

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 (the 
cabbage family

 ). As well as the brassicas, the members of this family (known as crucifers) include the mustards and cresses together with many ornamentals (candytuft, alyssum, stocks, nasturtiums, wallflowers).]




2.
 
the leaves of a head of cabbage, eaten as a vegetable.




3.
 


‹informal›

 paper money




•
 
I'd have cabbage galore in the bank if I were more frugal.














II.
 
derivatives





cabbagey






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French (Picard) 
caboche

 ‘head,’ variant of Old French 
caboce

 , of unknown origin.





cabbage maggot






noun




a small fly whose larvae feed on the roots and stems of cabbages and related plants and can be a serious pest.

[
Delia radicum

 , family 
Anthomyiidae

 .]













cabbage moth






noun




a brown moth whose caterpillars are pests of cabbages and related plants.

[
Mamestra brassicae

 , family 
Noctuidae

 .]













cabbage palm






noun




any of a number of palms or palmlike plants that resemble a cabbage in some way, in particular

[● a Caribbean palm with edible buds that resemble a cabbage (
Roystonea oleraceae

 , family 
Palmae

 ). ● an evergreen plant occurring in warm regions and grown elsewhere as a greenhouse or indoor plant (genus 
Cordyline

 , family 
Agavaceae

 ).]













cabbage roll






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a boiled cabbage leaf that is formed into a roll with a stuffing of rice and minced meat and then baked.













cabbage rose

 
/ˈkabij rōz/






noun




a kind of rose with a large, round, compact double flower.














cabbage white

 
/ˈkabij ˌ(h)wīt/






noun




a mainly white butterfly that has caterpillars that are pests of cabbages and related plants.

[Genus 
Pieris

 , family 
Pieridae

 : several species, in particular the imported cabbageworm 
P. rapae

 .]













cabbageworm

 
/ˈkabəjˌwərm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 any caterpillar that is a pest of cabbages, especially that of the cabbage white butterfly.













cabbie

 
/ˈkabē /

 
cabby






noun






‹informal›

 a taxicab driver.














caber

 
/ˈkābər ˈkäbər/





I.
 
noun




a roughly trimmed tree trunk used in the Scottish Highland sport of 
tossing the caber

 . This involves holding the caber upright and running forward to toss it so that it lands on the opposite end.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
cabar

 ‘pole.’





Cabernet

 
/ˌkabərˈnā/






noun




short for Cabernet Franc
 or Cabernet Sauvignon
 .














Cabernet Franc

 
/ˌkabərˌnā ˈfräNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape grown chiefly in parts of the Loire valley and northeastern Italy.




2.
 
a red wine made from the Cabernet Franc grape.











– origin

 French.






Cabernet Sauvignon

 
/ˌsōvinˈyôN, -vēˈnyôN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape from the Bordeaux area of France, now grown throughout the world.




2.
 
a red wine made from the Cabernet Sauvignon grape.











– origin

 French.





Cabeza Prieta

 
/kəˌbāzə prēˈādə/






a national wildlife refuge in southwestern Arizona, in the Sonoran Desert. The Cabeza Prieta Mountains give their name to the preserve, which is home to bighorn sheep and other species.









cabezon

 
/ˈkabəˌzän, -ˌzōn/





I.
 
noun




a heavy-bodied fish with a broad tentacle above each eye and a green-brown body with white patches, found on the west coast of North America.

[
Scorpaenichthys marmoratus

 , family 
Cottidae

 .]











– origin

 Spanish.





cab-forward

 
/ˌkabˈfôrwərd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of the design of a car or truck) having the driver's or passenger compartment placed so as to extend further forward than the standard position.













cabildo

 
/kəˈbildō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries) a town council or local government council.




2.
 
a town hall.











– origin

 Spanish, from late Latin 
capitulum

 ‘chapter house.’






cabin

 
/ˈkabən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a private room or compartment on a ship.




2.
 
the area for passengers in an aircraft.




3.
 
a small shelter or house, made of wood and situated in a wild or remote area.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
cabined

 )


1.
 


‹dated›

 confine in a small place.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cabane

 , from Provençal 
cabana

 , from late Latin 
capanna

 , 
cavanna

 .





cabin boy

 
/ˈkabən ˈˌboi/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a boy employed to wait on a ship's officers or passengers.













cabin class

 
/ˈkabən klas/






noun




the intermediate class of accommodations on a passenger ship.













cabin crew

 
/ˈkabən kro͞o/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the members of an aircraft crew who attend to passengers.













cabin cruiser

 
/ˈkabən ˈkro͞ozər/






noun




a recreational motorboat with sleeping accommodations.













Cabinda

 
/kəˈbində/





I.
 
an exclave of Angola at the mouth of the Congo River, separated from the rest of Angola by a wedge of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).




II.
 
the capital of Cabinda; pop. 287,000 (est. 2004).









cabinet

 
/ˈkab(ə)nət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cupboard with drawers or shelves for storing or displaying articles




•
 
a medicine cabinet.










2.
 
a wooden box, container, or piece of furniture housing a radio, television set, or speaker.




3.
 
(in the US) a body of advisers to the president, composed of the heads of the executive departments of the government


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cabinet meeting.










4.
 
(also 
Cabinet

 )
 — (in the UK, Canada, and other Commonwealth countries) the committee of senior ministers responsible for controlling government policy.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a small private room.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from cabin
 + -et
 1
 , influenced by French 
cabinet

 .





cabinetmaker

 
/ˈkab(ə)nətˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a skilled joiner who makes furniture or similar high-quality woodwork.








II.
 
derivatives





cabinetmaking

 
/ˈkab(ə)nətˌmākiNG /






noun





















cabinet minister

 
/ˈkab(ə)nət ˈminəstər/






noun




(in the UK, Canada, and other Commonwealth countries) a member of a parliamentary cabinet.













cabinetry

 
/ˈkabənətrē/






noun




cabinets collectively.













cabin fever






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 irritability, listlessness, and similar symptoms resulting from long confinement or isolation indoors during the winter.













cable

 
/ˈkābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick rope of wire or nonmetallic fiber, typically used for construction, mooring ships, and towing vehicles.




2.
 
the chain of a ship's anchor.




3.
 


[Nautical]

 a length of 200 yards (182.9 m) or (in the US) 240 yards (219.4 m).




4.
 
short for cable stitch
 .




5.
 
(also 
cable molding

 )
 — 

[Architecture]

 a molding resembling twisted rope.




6.
 
an insulated wire or wires having a protective casing and used for transmitting electricity or telecommunication signals




•
 
an underground cable




•
 
transatlantic phone calls went by cable.










7.
 
a cablegram.




8.
 
short for cable television
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
contact or send a message to (someone) by cablegram.




2.
 
transmit (a message) by cablegram.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — send a cablegram




•
 
we cabled to a boat at sea, asking it to stop.










4.
 
provide (an area or community) with power lines or with the equipment necessary for cable television.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 decorate (a structure) with rope-shaped moldings.











– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
chable

 , from late Latin 
capulum

 ‘halter.’






cable car

 
/ˈkābəl ˌkär/






noun



1.
 
a transportation system, typically one traveling up and down a mountain, in which cabins are suspended on a continuous moving cable driven by a motor at one end of the route.




2.
 
a cabin on a cable-car system.




3.
 
a car on a cable railroad.













cablegram

 
/ˈkābəlˌɡram/






noun






‹historical›

 a telegraph message sent by cable




•
 
Walter shot off a cablegram




•
 
we received the word of his death by cablegram.




















cable-laid

 
/ˈkābəlˌlād/






adjective




(of rope) made of three right-handed triple strands (or smaller ropes) twisted together left-handed, used originally of a very large rope of the type used for anchor cables.













cable modem






noun




a type of modem that connects a computer or local network to broadband Internet service through the same cable that supplies cable television service


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cable-modem connection.



















cable railroad






noun




a railroad along which cars are drawn by a continuous cable.













cable-ready

 
/ˈkābəlˌredē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 adapted for cable television.













cable release

 
/ˈkābəl rəˈlēs rēˈlēs/






noun






[Photography]

 a cable attached to the shutter release of a camera, allowing the photographer to open the shutter without touching or moving the camera.













cable-stayed bridge






noun




a bridge in which the weight of the deck is supported by a number of cables running directly to one or more towers.














cable stitch

 
/ˈkābəl stiCH/






noun




a combination of knitted stitches done to resemble twisted rope.














cable television

 
/ˈkābəl ˈteləˌviZHən/






noun




a system in which television programs are transmitted to the sets of subscribers by cable rather than by a broadcast signal.













cable tier






noun






[Nautical]

 
‹historical›

 a place in a ship for stowing a coiled cable.













cableway

 
/ˈkābəlˌwā/






noun




a transportation system in which goods are carried suspended from a continuous moving cable.













cabman

 
/ˈkabman/






noun



1.
 
a taxicab driver.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the driver of a horse-drawn hackney carriage.













cabochon

 
/ˈkabəˌSHän/





I.
 
noun




a gem polished but not faceted


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a necklace of cabochon rubies.














II.
 
phrases





en cabochon







/äN /

 — (of a gem) polished but not faceted.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
caboche

 ‘head.’





caboclo

 
/kəˈbôklo͞o, -klō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Brazil) an American Indian.




2.
 
a Brazilian of mixed white and Indian or Indian and black ancestry.











– origin

 Brazilian Portuguese, perhaps from Tupi 
Kaa-boc

 ‘person having copper-colored skin.’






caboodle

 
/kəˈbo͞odl /

 
kaboodle





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
the whole caboodle

 or 
the whole kit and caboodle

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the whole number or quantity of people or things in question.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): perhaps from the phrase 
kit and boodle

 , in the same sense (see kit
 1
 , boodle
 ).





caboose

 
/kəˈbo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a railroad car with accommodations for the train crew, typically attached to the end of the train.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (typically referring to a woman) buttocks




•
 
she's got a sexy caboose.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a kitchen on a ship's deck.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Dutch 
kabuis

 , 
kombuis

 , of unknown origin.





Cabora Bassa

 
/kəˌbôrə ˈbäsə/






a lake on the Zambezi River in western Mozambique. Its waters are impounded by a dam and massive hydroelectric complex.









caboshed

 
/kəˈbäSHt /

 
caboched
 , cabossed





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of the head of a stag, bull, etc.) shown full face with no neck visible.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
caboché

 , in the same sense.





Cabot

 
/ˈkabət/





I.
 
the name of two Italian explorers and navigators.




II.
 


John

 (
c.

 1450–
c.

 1498); Italian name 
Giovanni Caboto

 . An Italian in the service of England, he sailed from Bristol in 1497 in search of Asia, but in fact discovered the mainland of North America.




III.
 


Sebastian

 (
c.

 1475–
c.

 1557), son of John. It is thought that he accompanied his father on his voyage in 1497 and that he made further voyages after the latter's death, most notably to explore the coast of Brazil and the Plate River in 1526.









cabotage

 
/ˈkabəˌtäZH ˈkabədij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the right to operate sea, air, or other transport services within a particular territory.




2.
 
restriction of the operation of sea, air, or other transport services within or into a particular country to that country's own transport services.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
caboter

 ‘sail along a coast,’ perhaps from Spanish 
cabo

 ‘cape, headland.’





Cabot Strait

 
/ˌkabət ˈstrāt/






an ocean passage between Newfoundland and Nova Scotia that links the Gulf of St. Lawrence with the Atlantic Ocean.









cabover

 
/ˈkabˌōvər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a truck where the driver's cab is mounted directly above the engine.













Cabrales

 
/kəˈbrälās/





I.
 
noun




a pungent blue cheese from Spain.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
cabra

 ‘goat.’





cab rank

 
/ˈkab raNGk/






noun






(Brit.)

 a place where taxis park while waiting for customers




•
 
taxi operators have hailed the decision to reinstate a cab rank at Haymarket station's main entrance.



















Cabrini, St. Frances Xavier

 
/kəˈbrēnē/






(1850–1917), US religious leader, born in Italy; born 
Maria Francesca Cabrini

 ; known as 
Mother Cabrini

 . She founded the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart in 1880 and was responsible for the establishment of many schools, hospitals, and orphanages in the US and South America. She became the first American saint in 1946.










cabriole

 
/ˈkabrēˌōl/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a jump in which one leg is extended into the air forward or backward, the other is brought up to meet it, and the dancer lands on the second foot.











– origin

 French, literally ‘light leap,’ from 
cabrioler

 (earlier 
caprioler

 ), from Italian 
capriolare

 ‘to leap in the air’ (see capriole
 ).





cabriole leg





I.
 
noun




a kind of curved leg characteristic of Chippendale and Queen Anne furniture.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: so named from the resemblance to the front leg of a leaping animal (see cabriole
 ).






cabriolet

 
/ˌkabrēəˈlā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a car with a roof that folds down.




2.
 
a light, two-wheeled carriage with a hood, drawn by one horse.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
cabriole

 ‘goat's leap,’ from 
cabrioler

 ‘to leap in the air’ (see cabriole
 ); so named because of the carriage's motion.





cabstand

 
/ˈkabstand/






noun




a place for taxis to wait for passengers.













caca

 
/ˈkärkə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 excrement.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
cack

 ‘excrement,’ or directly from Latin
cacare

 ‘defecate.’





ca'canny

 
/kaˈkanē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 the policy of deliberately limiting output at work.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally Scots in the sense ‘proceed warily’): from 
ca'

 (variant of the verb call
 ) and canny
 .






cacao

 
/kəˈkou kəˈkāō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
beanlike seeds from which cocoa, cocoa butter, and chocolate are made.




2.
 
the small tropical American evergreen tree that bears these seeds, which are contained in large, oval pods that grow on the trunk. The tree is now cultivated mainly in West Africa.

[
Theobroma cacao

 , family 
Sterculiaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Spanish from Nahuatl 
cacaua

 .





cacciatore

 
/ˌkäCHəˈtôrē, ˌkaCH- /

 
cacciatora





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
prepared in a spicy tomato sauce with mushrooms and herbs




•
 
chicken cacciatore.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘hunter’ (because of the use of ingredients that a hunter might have at hand).





cachaca

 
/kəˈSHäkə, -ˈSHäsə /

 
cachaça





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian white rum made from sugar cane.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Brazilian Portuguese, from Portuguese 
cacaça

 ‘(white) rum.’






cachalot

 
/ˈkaSHəˌlät/





I.
 
noun




another term for sperm whale
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Spanish and Portuguese 
cachalote

 , from 
cachola

 ‘big head.’





cache

 
/kaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of items of the same type stored in a hidden or inaccessible place




•
 
an arms cache




•
 
a cache of gold coins.










2.
 
a hidden or inaccessible storage place for valuables, provisions, or ammunition.




3.
 
(also 
cache memory

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 an auxiliary memory from which high-speed retrieval is possible.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
store away in hiding or for future use.




2.
 


[Computing]

 store (data) in a cache memory.




3.
 


[Computing]

 provide (hardware) with a cache memory.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
cacher

 ‘to hide.’





cachectic

 
/kəˈkektik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or having the symptoms of cachexia.













cachepot

 
/ˈkaSHˌpät, ˈkaSH(ə)ˌpō/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental holder for a flowerpot.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
cache-pot

 , from 
cacher

 ‘to hide’ + 
pot

 ‘pot.’





cache-sexe

 
/ˈkaSHseks/





I.
 
noun




a covering for a person's genitals, typically worn by erotic dancers or tribal peoples.











– origin

 1920s: from French, from 
cacher

 ‘to hide’ and 
sexe

 ‘genitals.’





cachet

 
/kaˈSHā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being respected or admired; prestige




•
 
no other shipping company had quite the cachet of Cunard.










2.
 
a distinguishing mark or seal.




3.
 


[Philately]

 a printed design added to an envelope to commemorate a special event.




4.
 
a flat capsule enclosing a dose of unpleasant-tasting medicine.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
cacher

 in the sense ‘to press,’ based on Latin 
coactare

 ‘constrain.’





cachexia

 
/kəˈkeksēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 weakness and wasting of the body due to severe chronic illness.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
kakhexia

 , from 
kakos

 ‘bad’ + 
hexis

 ‘habit.’





cachinnate

 
/ˈkakəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 laugh loudly.








II.
 
derivatives





cachinnation

 
/ˌkakəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
cachinnat-

 ‘laughed loudly,’ from the verb 
cachinnare

 , of imitative origin.






cachou

 
/kaˈSHo͞o ˈkaSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a pleasant-smelling lozenge sucked to mask bad breath.




2.
 
var. of catechu
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘catechu’): from French, from Portuguese 
cachu

 , from Malay 
kacu

 . The ‘lozenge’ sense dates from the early 18th cent.





cachucha

 
/kəˈCHo͞oCHə/





I.
 
noun




a lively Spanish solo dance in triple time, accompanied by castanets.











– origin

 Spanish.





cacique

 
/kəˈsēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Latin America or the Spanish-speaking Caribbean) a native chief.




2.
 
(in Spain or Latin America) a local political boss.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish or French, from Taino.





cackle

 
/ˈkak(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird, typically a hen or goose) give a raucous, clucking cry




•
 
the hen was cackling as if demented




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cackling

 )
 
cackling, whooping cries.










2.
 
make a harsh, raucous sound when laughing




•
 
she cackled with laughter




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Ah ha!” he cackled.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the raucous clucking cry of a bird such as a hen or a goose.




2.
 
a harsh laugh resembling the cry of a hen or goose




•
 
her delighted cackle.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Middle Low German 
kākelen

 , partly imitative, reinforced by 
kāke

 ‘jaw, cheek.’





cackleberry

 
/ˈkakəlˌberē/






noun






‹humorous›

 a hen's egg.













cacodemon

 
/ˌkakəˈdēmən/





I.
 
noun




a malevolent spirit or person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
kakodaimōn

 , from 
kakos

 ‘bad’ + 
daimōn

 ‘spirit.’





cacodyl

 
/ˈkakəˌdil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a malodorous, toxic, spontaneously flammable liquid compound containing arsenic.

[Chem. formula: ((CH3
 )2
 As)2
 .]




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the radical —As(CH3
 )2
 , derived from cacodyl.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kakōdēs

 ‘stinking’ (from 
kakos

 ‘bad’) + -yl
 .





cacodylic acid

 
/ˌkakəˌdilik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic crystalline acid containing arsenic, used as a herbicide.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )2
 AsO(OH).]








II.
 
derivatives





cacodylate

 
/ˌkakəˈdilˌāt /






noun





















cacoethes

 
/ˌkakəˈwēT͟Hēz/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 an irresistible urge to do something inadvisable.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
kakoēthes

 ‘ill-disposed,’ from 
kakos

 ‘bad’ + 
ēthos

 ‘disposition.’





cacography

 
/kəˈkäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 bad handwriting or spelling.








II.
 
derivatives





cacographer

 
/-fər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
kakos

 ‘bad,’ on the pattern of 
orthography

 .





cacology

 
/kəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 bad choice of words or poor pronunciation.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
kakologia

 ‘vituperation,’ from 
kakos

 ‘bad.’






cacomistle

 
/ˈkakəˌmis(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal raccoonlike animal with a dark-ringed tail, found in North and Central America.

[Genus 
Bassariscus

 , family 
Procyonidae

 : two species, in particular 
B. sumichrasti

 of Central America. See also ring-tailed cat
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish 
cacomixtle

 , from Nahuatl 
tlacomiztli

 .





cacophonous

 
/kəˈkäfənəs/






adjective




involving or producing a harsh, discordant mixture of sounds




•
 
the cacophonous sound of slot machines.



















cacophony

 
/kəˈkäfənē/





I.
 
noun




a harsh, discordant mixture of sounds




•
 
a cacophony of deafening alarm bells




•
 


‹figurative›

 a cacophony of architectural styles




•
 
songs of unrelieved cacophony.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
cacophonie

 , from Greek 
kakophōnia

 , from 
kakophōnos

 ‘ill-sounding,’ from 
kakos

 ‘bad’ + 
phōnē

 ‘sound.’





cactus

 
/ˈkaktəs/





I.
 
noun




a succulent plant with a thick, fleshy stem that typically bears spines, lacks leaves, and has brilliantly colored flowers. Cacti are native to arid regions of the New World and are cultivated elsewhere, especially as houseplants.

[Family 
Cactaceae

 : numerous genera and species.]








II.
 
derivatives





cactaceous

 
/kakˈtāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cardoon’): from Latin, from Greek 
kaktos

 ‘cardoon.’





cactus dahlia






noun




a dahlia of a variety that has rolled petals, giving the flower a prickly appearance.













cactus wren






noun




the largest North American wren, with a distinct white eyestripe and spotted tail feathers, found in the southwestern US and Mexico.

[
Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus

 , family 
Troglodytidae

 .]













cacuminal

 
/kəˈkyo͞omən(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 another term for retroflex
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cacuminare

 ‘make pointed’ (from 
cacumen

 , 
cacumin-

 ‘top, summit’) + -al
 .





cad

 
/kad/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a man who behaves dishonorably, especially toward a woman




•
 
her adulterous cad of a husband.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
caddish

 
/ˈkadiSH /






adjective













2.
 
caddishly






adverb













3.
 
caddishness

 
/ˈkadiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting a passenger picked up by the driver of a horse-drawn coach for personal profit): abbreviation of caddie
 or cadet
 .





CAD

 
/kad/






abbreviation




computer-aided design.













cadastral

 
/kəˈdastrəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a map or survey) showing the extent, value, and ownership of land, especially for taxation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
cadastre

 ‘register of property,’ from Provençal 
cadastro

 , from Italian 
catastro

 (earlier 
catastico

 ), from late Greek 
katastikhon

 ‘list, register,’ from 
kata stikhon

 ‘line by line.’





cadastre

 
/kəˈdasˌtər/






noun




a register of property showing the extent, value, and ownership of land for taxation.













cadaver

 
/kəˈdavər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹literary›

 a corpse.








II.
 
derivatives





cadaveric

 
/kəˈdav(ə)rik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’





cadaverine

 
/kəˈdavəˌrēn/






noun




a toxic liquid base, 1,5-diaminopentane, formed by the putrefaction of proteins.

[Chem. formula: H2
 N(CH2
 )5
 NH2
 .]













cadaverous

 
/kəˈdav(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




resembling a corpse in being very pale, thin, or bony




•
 
he had a cadaverous appearance.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cadaverosus

 , from 
cadaver

 ‘corpse.’





CADCAM

 
/ˈkadkam /

 
CAD/CAM






abbreviation




computer-aided design, computer-aided manufacturing.














caddie

 
/ˈkadē /

 
caddy





I.
 
noun




a person who carries a golfer's clubs and provides other assistance during a match.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work as a caddie.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally Scots): from French cadet
 . The original term denoted a gentleman who joined the army without a commission, intending to learn the profession and follow a military career, later coming to mean ‘odd-job man’ The current sense dates from the late 18th cent.





caddisfly

 
/ˈkadəsˌflī /

 
caddis fly





I.
 
noun




a small, mothlike insect with an aquatic larva that typically builds a protective, portable case of sticks, stones, and other particles. Some kinds have been traditionally used as bait by fishermen.

[Order 
Trichoptera

 : several families.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





caddis worm

 
/ˈkadəs ˌwərm/






noun




the soft-bodied, aquatic larva of a caddisfly, often used as fishing bait.













Caddoan

 
/ˈkadōən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a group of American Indian peoples formerly inhabiting the Midwest, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of any of the Caddoan peoples.




2.
 
the family of languages spoken by the Caddoan peoples, which includes Pawnee and may be related to Siouan and Iroquoian.











– origin

 from Caddo (a language of this family) 
kaduhdacu

 , denoting a band belonging to this group, + -an
 .





caddy1


 
/ˈkadē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a small storage container, typically one with divisions




•
 
a tool caddy.







See also tea caddy
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from earlier 
catty

 , denoting a unit of weight of 1⅓ lb. (0.61 kg), from Malay 
kati

 .





caddy2


 
/ˈkadē/






noun, verb




variant spelling of caddie
 .













Cade, Jack

 
/kād/






(died 1450), Irish rebel; full name 
John Cade

 . In 1450, he assumed the name of Mortimer and led the Kentish rebels against Henry VI. They occupied London for three days and executed the treasurer of England and the sheriff of Kent.









cadelle

 
/kəˈdel/





I.
 
noun




a small, dark beetle that is frequently found in food storage, where it scavenges and preys on other insects.

[
Tenebroides mauritanicus

 , family 
Cleridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, based on Latin 
catella

 , 
catellus

 ‘young (of an animal), little dog.’






cadence

 
/ˈkādns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a modulation or inflection of the voice




•
 
the measured cadences that he employed in the Senate.










2.
 
a modulation in reading aloud as implied by the structure and ordering of words and phrases in written text




•
 
the dry cadences of the essay.










3.
 
a fall in pitch of the voice at the end of a phrase or sentence.




4.
 
rhythm




•
 
the thumping cadence of the engines




•
 
try to vary your cadence during a run.










5.
 


[Music]

 a sequence of notes or chords comprising the close of a musical phrase




•
 
the final cadences of the Prelude.














II.
 
derivatives





cadenced

 
/ˈkādnst /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rhythm or metrical beat’): via Old French from Italian 
cadenza

 , based on Latin 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’





cadency

 
/ˈkādnsē/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Heraldry]

 the status of a younger branch of a family.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘rhythm or metrical beat’): based on Latin 
cadent-

 ‘falling,’ from the verb 
cadere

 . The current sense is apparently by association with cadet
 .





cadential

 
/ˌkāˈden(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a cadenza or cadence.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cadence
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
essence

 , 
essential

 .





cadenza

 
/kəˈdenzə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a virtuoso solo passage inserted into a movement in a concerto or other work, typically near the end.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian (see cadence
 ).






cadet

 
/kəˈdet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young trainee in the armed services or police force




•
 
an air force cadet.










2.
 
a student in training at a military school.




3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 a younger son or daughter.




4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a junior branch of a family




•
 
a cadet branch of the family.














II.
 
derivatives





cadetship

 
/kəˈdetˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, from Gascon dialect 
capdet

 , a diminutive based on Latin 
caput

 ‘head.’ The notion “little head” or “inferior head” gave rise to that of ‘younger, junior.’






cadge

 
/kaj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 ask for or obtain (something to which one is not strictly entitled)




•
 
he eats whenever he can cadge a meal




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they cadge, but timidly.














II.
 
noun






[Falconry]

 a padded wooden frame on which hooded hawks are carried to the field.

[apparently an alteration of cage
 , perhaps confused with the dialect verb 
cadge

 ‘carry around.’]








III.
 
phrases





on the cadge








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 looking for an opportunity to obtain something without paying for it.












IV.
 
derivatives





cadger

 
/ˈkajər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the dialect sense ‘carry around’): back-formation from the noun 
cadger

 , which dates from the late 15th cent., denoting (in northern English and Scots) an itinerant dealer, whence the verb sense ‘hawk, peddle,’ giving rise to the current verb senses from the early 19th cent.






cadi

 
/ˈkädē ˈkādē /

 
kadi





I.
 
noun




(in Islamic countries) a judge.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Arabic 
ḳāḍī

 , from 
ḳaḍā

 ‘to judge.’





Cadillac

 
/ˈkadilak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a large luxury car that is the most prestigious brand of General Motors.




2.
 
something that is an outstanding example of its kind, especially in terms of luxury, quality, or size




•
 
the aircraft is widely regarded as 
the Cadillac of

 commuter planes.

















– origin

 from Cadillac, Antoine Laumet de La Mothe
 .






Cadillac, Antoine Laumet de La Mothe

 
/kädēˈyäk, ˈkadlˌak/






(1658–1730), French soldier and colonialist. He founded military posts at Mackinac 1694 and Detroit 1701; from 1710 to about 1716 or 1717 he served as governor of Louisiana.









Cadillac Mountain

 
/ˌkadəlak ˈmount(ə)n/






a peak on Mount Desert Island in southeastern Maine, within Acadia National Park. At 1,532 feet (467 m), it is the highest point on the US east coast.









Cadiz

 
/kəˈdiz/






a city and port on the southwestern coast of Spain; pop. 127,200 (2008). Spanish name 
Cádiz

 .









Cadmean

 
/ˈkadmēən kadˈmēən/






adjective




of or relating to Cadmus.














cadmium

 
/ˈkadmēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cd

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 48, a silvery-white metal.

Cadmium occurs naturally in zinc ores and is obtained as a byproduct of zinc smelting. It is used as a component in low melting point alloys and as a corrosion-resistant coating on other metals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
cadmia

 ‘calamine,’ so named because it is found with calamine in zinc ore. Compare with calamine
 .





cadmium cell






noun




a primary electric cell with a cathode of cadmium amalgam and an electrolyte of saturated cadmium sulfate solution, used in laboratories as a standard of electromotive force.













cadmium yellow






noun



1.
 
a bright yellow pigment containing cadmium sulfide. Deeper versions are called 
cadmium orange

 ; the addition of cadmium selenide gives 
cadmium red

 .




2.
 
a bright yellow color.














Cadmus

 
/ˈkadməs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the brother of Europa and traditional founder of Thebes in Boeotia. He killed a dragon that guarded a spring, and when (on Athena's advice) he sowed the dragon's teeth, there came up a harvest of armed men; he disposed of the majority by setting them to fight one another, and the survivors formed the ancestors of the Theban nobility.









cadre

 
/ˈkadrē ˈkädrē ˈkadˌrā ˈkädˌrā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small group of people specially trained for a particular purpose or profession




•
 
a small cadre of scientists.










2.
 
a group of activists in a communist or other revolutionary organization.




3.
 
a member of an activist group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
quadro

 , from Latin 
quadrus

 ‘square.’





caduceus

 
/kəˈd(y)o͞oSH(ē)əs kəˈd(y)o͞osēəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient Greek or Roman herald's wand, typically one with two serpents twined around it, carried by the messenger god Hermes or Mercury.




2.
 
a representation of this, traditionally associated with healing.











– origin

 Latin, from Doric Greek 
karukeion

 , from Greek 
kērux

 ‘herald.’





caducity

 
/kəˈd(y)o͞osədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the infirmity of old age; senility.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 frailty or transitory nature




•
 
read these books and reflect on their caducity.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
caducité

 , from 
caduc

 , from Latin 
caducus

 ‘liable to fall,’ from 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’





caducous

 
/kəˈd(y)o͞okəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 (of an organ or part) easily detached and shed at an early stage.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘epileptic’): from Latin 
caducus

 ‘liable to fall’ (from 
cadere

 ‘to fall’) + -ous
 .





CAE






abbreviation




computer-aided engineering.













caecilian

 
/sēˈsilyən /

 
coecilian





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a burrowing wormlike amphibian of a tropical order distinguished by poorly developed eyes and the lack of limbs.

[Order 
Gymnophiona

 (or 
Apoda

 ): five families.]











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Caecilia

 (genus name), from Latin 
caecilia

 ‘slow-worm’ + -an
 .





Caedmon

 
/ˈkadmən/






(7th century), Anglo-Saxon monk and poet. He is said to have been an illiterate herdsman who was inspired in a vision to compose poetry on biblical themes.









Caelum

 
/ˈsēləm /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation (the Chisel), next to Eridanus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Caeli

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Caeli.













– origin

 Latin.





Caen

 
/kän/






an industrial city and river port in northern France, in Normandy, on the Orne River, capital of the region of Basse-Normandie; pop. 113,249 (2006).










Caerdydd

 
/kärˈdēT͟H/






Welsh name for Cardiff
 .









Caerphilly

 
/kärˈfilē/






noun




a kind of mild white cheese, originally made in Caerphilly in Wales.














Caesar

 
/ˈsēzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title used by Roman emperors, especially those from Augustus to Hadrian.




2.
 
an autocrat.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹informal›

 a Caesarean section.








II.
 
phrases





Caesar's wife






a person who is required to be above suspicion.

[with reference to Plutarch's 
Caesar

 (
X.

 6) ‘I thought my wife ought not even to be under suspicion.’]















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
Caesar

 , family name of the Roman statesman Caesar, Julius
 .






Caesar, Julius

 
/ˈsēzər/






(100–44 
BC

 ), Roman general and statesman; full name 
Gaius Julius Caesar

 . He established the First Triumvirate with Pompey and Crassus in 60 and became consul in 59. Between 58 and 49 he fought the Gallic Wars, invaded Britain 55–54, and acquired immense power. After civil war with Pompey, which ended in Pompey's defeat at Pharsalus in 48, Caesar became dictator of the Roman Empire. He was murdered on the Ides (15th) of March in a conspiracy led by Brutus and Cassius.









Caesar, Sid






(1922–2014), US comedian and actor; full name 
Isaac Sidney Caesar

 . He costarred in the live television sketch comedy 
Your Show of Shows

 (1950–54) with comedienne 
Imogene Coca

 (1908–2001).









Caesarea

 
/ˌsēzəˈrēə/






an ancient port on the Mediterranean coast of Israel, one of the principal cities of Roman Palestine.









Caesarea Mazaca

 
/sēzəˌrēə ˈmäzəkə/






former name for Kayseri
 .









Caesarea Philippi

 
/ˈfiləˌpī, fəˈlipˌī/






a city in ancient Palestine, on the site of the present-day village of Baniyas in the Golan Heights.









Caesar salad





I.
 
noun




a salad typically consisting of romaine lettuce and croutons served with a dressing containing olive oil, lemon juice, raw egg, parmesan cheese, and seasonings.




•
 
a formal repast of prime rib, wild rice, and Caesar salad.

















– origin

 named after 
Caesar

 Cardini, the Italian-born restaurateur who invented it in 1924.





caesura

 
/sēˈzyo͝orə siˈZHo͞orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Greek and Latin verse) a break between words within a metrical foot.




2.
 
(in modern verse) a pause near the middle of a line.




3.
 
any interruption or break




•
 
an unaccountable caesura: no deaths were reported in the newspapers.














II.
 
derivatives





caesural






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
caes-

 ‘cut, hewn,’ from the verb 
caedere

 .





CAF






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 cost and freight.













cafard

 
/kaˈfär/





I.
 
noun




depression; melancholia.











– origin

 from French.





cafe

 
/kaˈfā kəˈfā /

 
café





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small restaurant selling light meals and drinks.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a bar or nightclub.




3.
 
(
café

 )
 — a serving of coffee, especially prepared European-style


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an assortment of cappuccinos and café mochas.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, ‘coffee or coffeehouse.’





CAFE






abbreviation




Corporate Average Fuel Economy.













café au lait

 
/ˌkafā ō ˈlā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
coffee with milk.




2.
 
the light brown color of this


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
smooth café au lait skin.

















– origin

 French.





café con leche

 
/ˈkafā kän ˈleCHā, kaˈfā-, kəˈfā-/





I.
 
noun




coffee with milk.











– origin

 Spanish.





cafe culture






noun




a lifestyle characterized by regular social visits to cafes or coffeehouses, typically that associated with European countries such as France or Italy.




•
 
a thriving cafe culture fueled in part by the large student population.



















café filtre

 
/ˌkafā ˈfēlt(rə)/






noun




coffee made with a cafetière.













café noir

 
/ˌkafā ˈnwär/





I.
 
noun




black coffee.











– origin

 French.





cafeteria

 
/ˌkafəˈtirēə/





I.
 
noun




a restaurant or dining room in a school or a business in which customers serve themselves or are served from a counter and pay before eating.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish 
cafetería

 ‘coffee shop.’





cafeteria benefit






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an employee benefit selected from a variety of offerings under a fringe-benefit plan that can be tailored to fit individual needs.













cafetière

 
/ˌkafəˈtyer/





I.
 
noun




a French press coffee pot.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
café

 ‘coffee.’






caffeinated

 
/ˈkafəˌnādəd/






adjective




(of coffee or tea) containing the natural amount of caffeine, or with caffeine added.














caffeine

 
/kaˈfēn ˈkafˌēn/





I.
 
noun




a crystalline compound that is found especially in tea and coffee plants and is a stimulant of the central nervous system.

[An alkaloid, 1,3,7-trimethylxanthine; chem. formula: C8
 H10
 N4
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
caféine

 , from 
café

 ‘coffee.’





Cagayan Islands

 
/ˈkäɡəyän ˌīləndz/






a group of seven small islands in the western Philippines, in the Sulu Sea.










cage

 
/kāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure of bars or wires in which birds or other animals are confined




•
 
she kept a canary in a cage




•
 


‹figurative›

 his cage of loneliness.










2.
 
a prison cell or camp.




3.
 
an open framework forming the compartment in an elevator.




4.
 
a structure of crossing bars or wires designed to hold or support something.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 a portable backstop situated behind the batter during batting practice.




6.
 
(in hockey and other games) a goal made from a network frame.




7.
 
an indoor athletic facility with areas fenced off for security.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be caged

 )


1.
 
confine in or as in a cage




•
 
the parrot screamed, furious at being caged




•
 (as 
adj.

 
caged

 )
 
a caged bird.










2.
 


‹informal›

 put in prison.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
cavea

 .





Cage, John

 
/kāj/






(1912–92), US composer, pianist, and writer; full name 
John Milton Cage

 . He was noted for his experimental approach, which included the use of aleatory music and periods of silence. He also experimented with musical instruments.









cage diving





I.
 
noun




the activity of being lowered into the sea in a protective steel cage in order to view sharks or other dangerous sea creatures at close range.




•
 
an environmental scientist has warned that cage diving is teaching the sharks to associate humans with food.














II.
 
derivatives





cage diver






noun





















cage fighting





I.
 
noun




another term for mixed martial arts
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cage fighter






noun





















cagey

 
/ˈkājē /

 
cagy





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 reluctant to give information owing to caution or suspicion




•
 
manufacturers are cagey about the recipes they use to create a wine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cagily

 
/ˈkājəlē /






adverb













2.
 
caginess

 
/ˈkājēnəs /

 
cageyness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





Cagliari

 
/kalˈyärē/






the capital of the Italian island of Sardinia, a port on the southern coast; pop. 157,297 (2008).









Cagney, James

 
/ˈkaɡnē/






(1899–1986), US actor. He is noted for playing gangster roles in movies such as 
The Public Enemy

 (1931) and 
Angels with Dirty Faces

 (1938). He was also a skilled dancer and comedian who received an Academy Award for his lead role in the musical 
Yankee Doodle Dandy

 (1942).









cagoule

 
/kəˈɡo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a lightweight, hooded, thigh-length waterproof jacket.











– origin

 1950s: from French, literally ‘cowl.’





cahier

 
/käˈyā/





I.
 
noun




an exercise book or notebook.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French; compare with quire
 .





Cahokia

 
/kəˈhōkēə/






a village in southwestern Illinois, across the Mississippi River from St. Louis in Missouri; pop. 15,103 (est. 2008). The Cahokia Mounds, major pre-Columbian earthworks, are to the northeast.









cahoots

 
/kəˈho͞ots/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (in phrase 
in cahoots

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 colluding or conspiring together secretly




•
 
the area is dominated by guerrillas 
in cahoots with

 drug traffickers.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





cahow

 
/kəˈhou/





I.
 
noun




a large Atlantic petrel that breeds in Bermuda. It is an endangered species.

[
Pterodroma cahow

 , family 
Procellariidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative of its call.





CAI






abbreviation




computer-assisted (or -aided) instruction.













caiman

 
/ˈkāmən /

 
cayman





I.
 
noun




a semiaquatic reptile similar to the alligator but with a heavily armored belly, native to tropical America.

[
Caiman

 and other genera, family 
Alligatoridae

 : three species, in particular the 
spectacled caiman

 (
C. sclerops

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
caimán

 , Portuguese 
caimão

 , from Carib 
acayuman

 .






Cain

 
/kān/





I.
 
(in the Bible) the eldest son of Adam and Eve and murderer of his brother Abel.




II.
 
phrases





raise Cain








‹informal›

 create trouble or a commotion.

















Caine, Sir Michael

 
/kān/






(1933–), English actor; born 
Maurice Micklewhite

 . Notable movies: 
The Ipcress File

 (1965), 
Educating Rita

 (1983), 
Hannah and Her Sisters

 (1986), and 
The Cider House Rules

 (1999).









caipirinha

 
/ˌkīpəˈrēnyə/





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian cocktail made with cachaca, lime or lemon juice, sugar, and crushed ice.











– origin

 Brazilian Portuguese, from 
caipira

 ‘yokel.’





caique

 
/ˌkäˈēk kīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light rowboat used on the Bosporus.




2.
 
a small eastern Mediterranean sailing ship.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
caïque

 , from Italian 
caicco

 , from Turkish 
kayık

 .





cairn

 
/kern/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mound of rough stones built as a memorial or landmark, typically on a hilltop or skyline.




2.
 
a prehistoric burial mound made of stones.




3.
 
(also 
cairn terrier

 )
 — a small terrier of a breed with short legs, a longish body, and a shaggy coat.

[perhaps so named from being used to hunt among cairns.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic 
carn

 .





cairngorm

 
/ˈkernɡôrm/





I.
 
noun




another term for smoky quartz
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after the Cairngorm Mountains
 .






Cairngorm Mountains

 
/ˈke(ə)rnˈɡôrm, kernˈɡôrm /

 
the Cairngorms





I.
 
a mountain range in northern Scotland.







– origin

 from Scottish Gaelic 
carn gorm

 ‘blue cairn.’






Cairo

 
/ˈkīrō/





I.
 
the capital of Egypt, a port on the Nile River near the head of its delta; pop. 6,758,600 (est. 2006).

Arabic name al-Qahira
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Cairene

 
/kīˈrēn /






adjective, noun





















caisson

 
/ˈkāˌsän ˈkās(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large watertight chamber, open at the bottom from which the water is kept out by air pressure and in which construction work may be carried out under water.




2.
 
a floating vessel or watertight structure used as a gate across the entrance of a dry dock or basin.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a chest or wagon for holding or conveying ammunition.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘large chest,’ from Italian 
cassone

 , the spelling having been altered in French by association with 
caisse

 ‘case.’






caisson disease






noun




another term for decompression sickness
 .













caitiff

 
/ˈkādəf/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a contemptible or cowardly person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a caitiff knight.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a captive or prisoner): from Old French 
caitif

 ‘captive,’ based on Latin 
captivus

 ‘(person) taken captive’ (see captive
 ).





cajole

 
/kəˈjōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
cajole someone into doing something

 )


1.
 
persuade someone to do something by sustained coaxing or flattery




•
 
he hoped to cajole her into selling the house




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she pleaded and cajoled as she tried to win his support.














II.
 
derivatives





cajolement

 
/kəˈjōlmənt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
cajoler

 .





cajolery

 
/kəˈjōl(ə)rē/






noun




coaxing or flattery intended to persuade someone to do something




•
 
she uses cajolery, deception, and manipulation to get what she wants.



















Cajun

 
/ˈkājən/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of the largely self-contained communities in the bayou areas of southern Louisiana formed by descendants of French Canadians, speaking an archaic form of French.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Cajuns, especially with reference to their folk music (typically featuring the concertina, accordion, and fiddle) or spicy cuisine.











– origin

 alteration of Acadian
 .





Cajun Country






a region of southern Louisiana that is inhabited largely by Cajuns, who are descendants of 18th-century exiles from Acadia, now Nova Scotia.









cajuput

 
/ˈkajəpət, -ˌpo͝ot /

 
cajeput





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
cajuput oil

 )
 — an aromatic medicinal oil that is similar to eucalyptus oil, obtained from a tree of the myrtle family.




2.
 
a chiefly Australasian tree related to the bottlebrushes, having papery bark and yielding this aromatic oil.

Also called paperbark
 . [Genus 
Melaleuca

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : 
M. cajuputi

 , which produces cajuput oil, and 
M. quinquenervia

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Malay 
kayu putih

 , literally ‘white tree.’






cake

 
/kāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an item of soft, sweet food made from a mixture of flour, shortening, eggs, sugar, and other ingredients, baked and often decorated




•
 
a carrot cake




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
cake pans




•
 
a mouthful of cake.










2.
 
an item of savory food formed into a flat, round shape, and typically baked or fried




•
 
crab cakes.










3.
 
a pancake




•
 
buckwheat cakes.










4.
 
a flattish, compact mass of something, especially soap




•
 


a cake of

 soap.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a thick or sticky substance that hardens when dry) cover and become encrusted on (the surface of an object)




•
 
a pair of boots caked with mud.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thick or sticky substance) dry or harden into a solid mass




•
 
the blood under his nose was beginning to cake.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cakes and ale








‹dated›

 lively enjoyment.

[from Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night

 II. 3. 1.]









2.
 
a piece of cake








‹informal›

 something easily achieved




•
 
I never said that training him would be a piece of cake.















3.
 
take the cake






surpass or exceed all others




•
 
of all the hard-hearted women, she takes the cake.















4.
 
you can't have your cake and eat it (too)








‹proverb›

 you can't enjoy both of two desirable but mutually exclusive alternatives.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a small flat bread roll): of Scandinavian origin; related to Swedish 
kaka

 and Danish 
kage

 .





cakebox

 
/ˈkākˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a storage container for a round layer cake, with a surrounding cover that protects and preserves the cake.




2.
 
a similarly shaped package for blank, recordable compact discs, with a central spindle on which discs are stacked.













cake pop






noun




a small round piece of cake coated with icing or chocolate and fixed on the end of a stick so as to resemble a lollipop




•
 
the red velvet cake pops tasted as good as they looked.



















cakewalk

 
/ˈkākˌwôk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an absurdly or surprisingly easy task




•
 
winning the game won't be a cakewalk.










2.
 
a strutting dance popular at the end of the 19th century, developed from a black-American contest in graceful walking that had a cake as a prize.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 achieve or win something easily




•
 
he cakewalked to a 5-1 triumph.










2.
 
walk or dance in the manner of a cakewalk




•
 
a troupe of clowns cakewalked by.



















cal

 
cal.






abbreviation



1.
 
calendar.




2.
 
caliber.




3.
 
calorie.




4.
 
small calorie(s).













Cal






abbreviation




large calorie(s).













CAL






abbreviation




computer-assisted (or -aided) learning.













Cal.






abbreviation




California.














Calabar

 
/ˈkaləˌbär, ˌkaləˈbär/






a seaport in southeastern Nigeria; pop. 429,700 (est. 2005).









Calabar bean





I.
 
noun




the poisonous seed of a tropical West African climbing plant, containing physostigmine and formerly used for tribal ordeals.

[The plant is 
Physostigma venosum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Calabar
 .






calabash

 
/ˈkaləˌbaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen tropical American tree that bears fruit in the form of large woody gourds.

[
Crescentia cujete

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 .]




2.
 
a gourd from the calabash tree.




3.
 
a water container, tobacco pipe, or other object made from the dried shell of the calabash or similar gourd.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
calebasse

 , from Spanish 
calabaza

 , perhaps from Persian 
ḵarbuz

 ‘melon.’





calabaza

 
/ˌkaləˈbäzə/






noun




another term for calabash
 .













calaboose

 
/ˈkaləˌbo͞os/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a prison.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from black French 
calabouse

 , from Spanish 
calabozo

 ‘dungeon.’





Calabria

 
/kəˈläbrēə kəˈlābrēə/






a region of southwestern Italy, forming the “toe” of the Italian peninsula; capital, Catanzaro.









Calabrian

 
/käˈläbrēən kəˈlābrēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian region of Calabria




•
 
the Calabrian coast of southern Italy.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian region of Calabria




•
 
Calabrians, Apulians, and Tuscans often feel as strong an affiliation with their home regions as they do with the Italian state.



















caladium

 
/kəˈlādēəm/





I.
 
noun




a tropical South American plant of the arum family that is cultivated for its brilliantly colored ornamental foliage.

[Genus 
Caladium

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Malay 
keladi

 .





Calais

 
/kaˈlā, ˈkalā/






a ferry port in northern France; pop. 75,790 (2006).









calamanco

 
/ˌkaləˈmaNGkō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a glossy woolen cloth checkered on one side only.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






calamander

 
/ˈkaləˌmandər /

 
calamander wood





I.
 
noun




another term for coromandel
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Sinhalese 
kaḷu-madīriya

 , perhaps from 
Coromandel ebony

 (see coromandel
 ), changed by association with Sinhalese 
kaḷu

 ‘black.’





calamari

 
/ˌkäləˈmärē, ˌkalə- /

 
calamares





I.
 
noun




squid served as food.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
calamaro

 , from medieval Latin 
calamarium

 ‘pen case,’ from Greek 
kalamos

 ‘pen’ (with reference to the squid's long tapering internal shell and its ink). The variant 
calamares

 is Spanish.





calami

 
/ˈkaləmī/






plural form of calamus
 .










calamine

 
/ˈkaləˌmīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pink powder consisting of zinc carbonate and ferric oxide, used to make a soothing lotion or ointment.




2.
 


‹dated›

 smithsonite or a similar zinc ore.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
calamina

 , alteration of Latin 
cadmia

 ‘calamine,’ from Greek 
kadmeia (gē

 ) ‘Cadmean (earth),’ from 
Kadmos

 ‘Cadmus’ (see Cadmus
 ).





calamint

 
/ˈkaləˌmint/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic Eurasian herbaceous plant or shrub with blue or lilac flowers.

[Genus 
Calamintha

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
calament

 , from medieval Latin 
calamentum

 , from late Latin 
calaminthe

 , from Greek 
kalaminthē

 .





calamite

 
/ˈkaləˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a jointed-stemmed swamp plant of an extinct group related to the horsetails, growing to a height of 60 feet (18 m). Calamites are characteristic fossils of the Carboniferous coal measures.

[
Calamites

 and other genera, family 
Calamitaceae

 , class 
Sphenopsida

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from calamus
 .





calamitous

 
/kəˈlamədəs/





I.
 
adjective




involving calamity; catastrophic; disastrous




•
 
such calamitous events as fires, hurricanes, and floods.














II.
 
derivatives





calamitously






adverb





















calamity

 
/kəˈlamədē/





I.
 
noun




an event causing great and often sudden damage or distress; a disaster




•
 
the fire was the latest calamity to strike the area




•
 
the journey had led to calamity and ruin.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘disaster and distress’): from Old French 
calamite

 , from Latin 
calamitas

 .





Calamity Jane

 
/kəˌlamədē ˈjān/






(
c.

 1852–1903), US frontierswoman; noted for her skill at shooting and riding; born 
Martha Jane Cannary

 . She dressed as a man and was known for her wild behavior and heavy drinking. She later joined Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show.









calamondin

 
/ˌkaləˈmändən /

 
calamondin orange





I.
 
noun




a small hybrid citrus plant that bears fragrant white flowers followed by small orange-yellow fruit, native to the Philippines and widely grown as a houseplant.

[
× Citrofortunella microcarpa

 (formerly 
Citrus mitis

 ), family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Tagalog 
kalamunding

 .






calamus

 
/ˈkaləməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for sweet flag
 .




2.
 
(also 
calamus root

 )
 — a preparation of the aromatic root of the sweet flag.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the hollow lower part of the shaft of a feather, which lacks barbs; a quill.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a reed or an aromatic plant mentioned in the Bible): from Latin, from Greek 
kalamos

 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





calando

 
/kəˈlandō/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) gradually decreasing in tempo and volume of sound.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘slackening.’





calandra

 
/kəˈlandrə /

 
calandra lark





I.
 
noun




a large Eurasian lark with a stout bill and a black patch on each side of the neck.

[Genus 
Melanocorypha

 , family 
Alaudidae

 : two species, in particular 
M. calandra

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
calandre

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
kalandros

 .





calash

 
/kəˈlaSH/






noun




another term for calèche
 .













calathea

 
/ˌkaləˈTHēə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American plant that typically has variegated and ornamental leaves, widely grown as a greenhouse or indoor plant.

[Genus 
Calathea

 , family 
Marantaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
kalathos

 ‘basket.’





Calaveras County

 
/kaləˌverəs ˈkoun(t)ē/






a largely rural county in east central California, in the Sierra Nevada, associated with the 1840s gold rush and the writings of Mark Twain.









calc-





I.
 
combining form




(used chiefly in geological terms) of lime or calcium




•
 
calcalkaline.

















– origin

 from German 
Kalk

 ‘lime,’ with spelling influenced by Latin 
calx

 ‘lime’ (see calx
 ).





calcalkaline

 
/kalˈkalkəlin, -ˌlīn/






adjective






[Geology]

 (chiefly of rocks) relatively rich in both calcium and alkali metals.













calcaneus

 
/kalˈkānēəs /

 
calcaneum





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the large bone forming the heel. It articulates with the cuboid bone of the foot and the talus bone of the ankle, and the Achilles tendon (or 
tendo calcaneus

 ) is attached to it.








II.
 
derivatives





calcaneal

 
/kalˈkānēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin.





calcareous

 
/ˌkalˈkerēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing calcium carbonate; chalky.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 (of vegetation) occurring on chalk or limestone.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
calcarius

 (from 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘lime’) + -eous
 .






calceolaria

 
/ˌkalsēəˈlerēə/





I.
 
noun




a South American plant of the figwort family that is cultivated for its brightly colored slipper- or pouch-shaped flowers.

Also called pocketbook plant
 . [Genus 
Calceolaria

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
calceolus

 , diminutive of 
calceus

 ‘shoe.’





calces

 
/ˈkalsēz/






plural form of calx
 .










calci-





I.
 
combining form




relating to calcium or its compounds




•
 
calcifuge.

















– origin

 from Latin 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘lime.’





calcic

 
/ˈkalsik/






adjective




(chiefly of minerals) containing or relatively rich in calcium.













calcicole

 
/ˈkalsəˌkōl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that grows best in calcareous soil, occurring chiefly on chalk and limestone


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rich calcicole flora.














II.
 
derivatives





calcicolous

 
/ˌkalˈsikələs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from calci-
 + Latin 
colere

 ‘inhabit.’






calciferol

 
/kalˈsifəˌrôl kalˈsifəˌrōl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 one of the D vitamins, a sterol that is formed when its isomer ergosterol is exposed to ultraviolet light, and that is routinely added to dairy products.

Also called ergocalciferol
 , vitamin D2 (see vitamin D
 ).











– origin

 1930s: from calciferous
 + -ol
 .






calciferous

 
/kalˈsif(ə)rəs/






adjective




containing or producing calcium salts, especially calcium carbonate.













calcifuge

 
/ˈkalsəˌfyo͞oj/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant that is not suited to calcareous soil


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
calcifuge plants such as heathers.



















calcify

 
/ˈkalsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
calcified

 )


1.
 
harden by deposition of or conversion into calcium carbonate or some other insoluble calcium compounds




•
 
calcified cartilage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
calcific

 
/ˌkalˈsifik /






adjective













2.
 
calcification

 
/ˌkalsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















calcimine

 
/ˈkalsəˌmīn /

 
kalsomine





I.
 
noun




a kind of white or pale blue wash for walls and ceilings.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
whitewash with calcimine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





calcine

 
/ˈkalsīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
calcined

 )


1.
 
reduce, oxidize, or desiccate by roasting or strong heat




•
 
calcined bone ash.














II.
 
derivatives





calcination

 
/kalsəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
calcinare

 , from late Latin 
calcina

 ‘lime,’ from Latin 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘lime’ (see calx
 ).





calcite

 
/ˈkalˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a white or colorless mineral consisting of calcium carbonate. It is a major constituent of sedimentary rocks such as limestone, marble, and chalk, can occur in crystalline form (as in Iceland spar), and may be deposited in caves to form stalactites and stalagmites.








II.
 
derivatives





calcitic

 
/kalˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘lime’ (see calx
 ).






calcitonin

 
/ˌkalsəˈtōnən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the thyroid that has the effect of lowering blood calcium.











– origin

 1960s: from calci-
 + tonic
 + -in
 1
 .





calcium

 
/ˈkalsēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ca

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 20, a soft gray metal.

Calcium is one of the alkaline earth metals. Its compounds occur naturally in limestone, fluorite, gypsum, and other minerals. Many physiological processes involve calcium ions, and calcium salts are an essential constituent of bone, teeth, and shells.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘lime’ (see calx
 ) + -ium
 .





calcium antagonist






noun






[Medicine]

 a compound of a type that reduces the influx of calcium into the cells of cardiac and smooth muscle, reducing the strength of contractions. Such drugs are used to treat angina and high blood pressure.













calcium carbide






noun




see carbide
 .













calcium carbonate






noun




a white, insoluble solid occurring naturally as chalk, limestone, marble, and calcite, and forming mollusk shells and stony corals.

[Chem. formula: CaCO3
 .]













calcium chloride






noun




a white crystalline salt used to de-ice roads and as a drying agent.

[Chem. formula: CaCl2
 .]













calcium hydroxide






noun




a soluble white crystalline solid commonly produced in the form of slaked lime.

[Chem. formula: Ca(OH)2
 .]













calcium oxide






noun




a white caustic alkaline solid, commonly produced in the form of quicklime.

[Chem. formula: CaO.]













calculable

 
/ˈkalkyələbəl/





I.
 
adjective




able to be measured or assessed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
calculability

 
/ˌkalkyələˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
calculably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















calculate

 
/ˈkalkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
determine (the amount or number of something) mathematically




•
 
Japanese land value was calculated at 2.5 times that of the U.S




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he calculated that Texas would gain four new seats in the House of Representatives.










2.
 
determine by reasoning, experience, or common sense; reckon or judge




•
 
I was bright enough to 
calculate that

 she had been on vacation.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
calculate on

 )
 — include as an essential element in one's plans




•
 
he may have calculated on maximizing pressure for policy revision.










4.
 
(usu. 
be calculated to do something

 )
 — intend (an action) to have a particular effect




•
 
his last words were calculated to wound her.










5.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹dialect›

 suppose; believe.








II.
 
derivatives





calculative

 
/-ˌlātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
calculat-

 ‘counted,’ from the verb 
calculare

 , from 
calculus

 ‘a small pebble (as used on an abacus).’





calculated

 
/ˈkalkyəˌlādəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of an action) done with full awareness of the likely consequences




•
 
a calculated decision




•
 
victims of vicious and calculated assaults.














II.
 
derivatives





calculatedly






adverb





















calculating

 
/ˈkalkyəˌlādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




acting in a scheming and ruthlessly determined way




•
 
he was a coolly calculating, ruthless man.














II.
 
derivatives





calculatingly






adverb





















calculation

 
/ˌkalkyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mathematical determination of the size or number of something




•
 
finding ways of saving money involves complicated calculations




•
 
calculation of depreciation.










2.
 
(often 
calculations

 )
 — an assessment of the risks, possibilities, or effects of a situation or course of action




•
 
decisions are shaped by political calculations.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
calculatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
calculare

 (see calculate
 ).





calculator

 
/ˈkalkyəˌlādər/






noun




something used for making mathematical calculations, in particular a small electronic device with a keyboard and a visual display.













calculus

 
/ˈkalkyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
infinitesimal calculus

 ) (
pl.

 calculuses)
 — the branch of mathematics that deals with the finding and properties of derivatives and integrals of functions, by methods originally based on the summation of infinitesimal differences. The two main types are 
differential calculus

 and 
integral calculus

 .




2.
 
(
pl.

 calculuses)
 — 

[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 a particular method or system of calculation or reasoning.




3.
 
(
pl.

 calculi )
 — 

[Medicine]

 a concretion of minerals formed within the body, especially in the kidney or gallbladder.




4.
 
another term for tartar
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘small pebble (as used on an abacus).’





calculus of variations






noun




a form of calculus applied to expressions or functions in which the law relating the quantities is liable to variation, especially to find what relation between the variables makes an integral a maximum or a minimum.














Calcutta

 
/kalˈkədə/





I.
 
former name (until 2000) for Kolkata
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Calcuttan

 
/-ˈkətn /






noun, adjective





















Caldecott, Randolph

 
/ˈkôldikət, -ˌkät/






(1846–86), English graphic artist and watercolor painter. He is noted for his illustrations for children's books. A medal awarded annually for the illustration of US children's books is named for him.









Calder, Alexander

 
/ˈkôldər/






(1898–1976), US sculptor and painter. He was one of the first artists to introduce movement into sculpture, making mobiles incorporating abstract forms. His static sculptures are known as stabiles.









caldera

 
/kalˈderə, kôlˈderə, kalˈdirə/





I.
 
noun




a large volcanic crater, typically one formed by a major eruption leading to the collapse of the mouth of the volcano.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish, from late Latin 
caldaria

 ‘boiling pot.’





Calderón, Felipe

 
/ˌkäldəˈrōn/






(1962–), Mexican statesman; president since 2006; full name 
Felipe de Jesús Calderón Hinojosa

 . A member of the National Action Party (PAN), he is a social conservative who advocates free trade.










Calderón de la Barca, Pedro

 
/ˌkäldəˈrōn dā lä ˈbärkä/






(1600–81), Spanish playwright and poet. He wrote about 120 plays, more than 70 of them religious dramas.









Caldwell

 
/ˈkôldwel/






a city in southwestern Idaho, west of Boise; pop. 42,331 (est. 2008).









Caldwell, Erskine

 
/ˈkôldˌwel/






(1903–87), US novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Erskine Preston Caldwell

 . Caldwell reproduced the dialect of the poor whites in his realistic, earthy, and popular novels. Notable works: 
Tobacco Road

 (1932) and 
God's Little Acre

 (1933).










calèche

 
/kəˈleSH /

 
caleche
 , calash





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a light low-wheeled carriage with a removable folding hood.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(Canadian)

 a two-wheeled one-horse vehicle with a seat for the driver on the splashboard.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's hooped silk hood.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from German 
Kalesche

 , from Polish 
kołasa

 , from 
koło

 ‘wheel.’





Caledonian

 
/ˌkaləˈdōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly in names or geographical terms) of or relating to Scotland or the Scottish Highlands




•
 
the Caledonian Railway.










2.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a mountain-forming (orogenic) period in northwestern Europe and Greenland during the Early Paleozoic era, especially the late Silurian.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹humorous›

 
‹literary›

 a person from Scotland.




2.
 
(
the Caledonian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Caledonian orogeny.











– origin

 from 
Caledonia

 , the Latin name for northern Britain, + -an
 .





Caledonian Canal






a system of lochs and canals that cross Scotland from east to west.









calefacient

 
/ˌkaləˈfāSH(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹archaic›

 a drug or other agent causing a sensation of warmth.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
calefacient-

 ‘making warm,’ from the verb 
calefacere

 , from 
calere

 ‘be warm’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





calendar

 
/ˈkaləndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chart or series of pages showing the days, weeks, and months of a particular year, or giving particular seasonal information.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a datebook.




3.
 
a system by which the beginning, length, and subdivisions of the year are fixed.

See also Jewish calendar
 , Julian calendar
 , Gregorian calendar
 .




4.
 
a timetable of special days or events of a specified kind or involving a specified group




•
 
the college calendar.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter (something) in a calendar or timetable.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
calendric

 
/kəˈlendrik /






adjective













2.
 
calendrical

 
/kəˈlendrikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
calendier

 , from Latin 
kalendarium

 ‘account book,’ from 
kalendae

 (see calends
 ).





calendarize

 
/ˈkaləndəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
calendarized

 )


1.
 
schedule, allocate, or record (something) on a month-by-month basis




•
 
a calendarized budget.



















calender

 
/ˈkaləndər/





I.
 
noun




a machine in which cloth or paper is pressed by rollers to glaze or smooth it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
press in a calender.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb): from French 
calendre

 (noun), 
calendrer

 (verb), of unknown origin.






calends

 
/ˈkalendz ˈkālendz /

 
kalends





I.
 
plural noun




the first day of the month in the ancient Roman calendar.











– origin

 Old English (denoting an appointed time): from Old French 
calendes

 , from Latin 
kalendae

 , 
calendae

 ‘first day of the month’ (when accounts were due and the order of days was proclaimed); related to Latin 
calare

 and Greek 
kalein

 ‘call, proclaim.’





calendula

 
/kəˈlenjələ/





I.
 
noun




a Mediterranean plant of a genus that includes the common (or pot) marigold.

[Genus 
Calendula

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, diminutive of 
calendae

 (see calends
 ); perhaps because it flowers for most of the year.





calenture

 
/ˈkalənˌCHər/





I.
 
noun




feverish delirium supposedly caused by the heat in the tropics.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
calentura

 ‘fever,’ from 
calentar

 ‘be hot,’ based on Latin 
calere

 ‘be warm.’






calf1


 
/kaf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young bovine animal, especially a domestic cow or bull in its first year.




2.
 
the young of some other large mammals, such as elephants, rhinoceroses, large deer and antelopes, and whales.




3.
 
short for calfskin
 .




4.
 
a floating piece of ice detached from an iceberg.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or with) calf






(of a cow) pregnant.









2.
 
kill the fatted calf






see fat
 .












III.
 
derivatives





calflike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cælf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kalf

 and German 
Kalb

 .






calf2


 
/kaf/





I.
 
noun




the fleshy part at the back of a person's leg below the knee.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
kálfi

 , of unknown origin.





calf-length






adjective




(of footwear or an item of clothing) reaching the calves




•
 
a calf-length skirt.




















calfskin

 
/ˈkafˌskin/






noun




leather made from the hide or skin of a calf, used chiefly in bookbinding and shoemaking.













Calgary

 
/ˈkalɡərē/






a city in southern Alberta, in southwestern Canada; pop. 988,193 (2006).









Calhoun, John C.

 
/kalˈho͞on/






(1782–1850) US politician; full name 
John Caldwell Calhoun

 . A South Carolina Democrat, he served as US vice president 1825–32 and in the US Senate 1832–43, 1845–50. He was noted as a champion of states' rights and of slavery.









Cali

 
/ˈkälē/






an industrial city in western Colombia; pop. 2,075,525 (2005).










caliber

 
/ˈkaləbər /

 


‹Brit.›

 calibre
 , cal
 , cal.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of someone's character or the level of someone's ability




•
 
they could ill afford to lose a man of his caliber.










2.
 
the standard reached by something




•
 
educational facilities of a very high caliber.










3.
 
the internal diameter or bore of a gun barrel


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a .22 caliber repeater rifle.










4.
 
the diameter of a bullet, shell, or rocket.




5.
 
the diameter of a circular body, such as a tube, blood vessel, or fiber.








II.
 
derivatives





calibered






adjective




[also in 
combination

 ]
 —


















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘social standing or importance’): from French 
calibre

 , from Italian 
calibro

 , perhaps from Arabic 
ḳālib

 ‘mold,’ based on Greek 
kalapous

 ‘shoemaker's last.’





calibrate

 
/ˈkaləˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (a gauge or instrument) with a standard scale of readings.




2.
 
correlate the readings of (an instrument) with those of a standard in order to check the instrument's accuracy.




3.
 
adjust (experimental results) to take external factors into account or to allow comparison with other data.




4.
 
carefully assess, set, or adjust (something abstract)




•
 
the regulators cannot properly calibrate the risks involved




•
 (as 
adj.

 
calibrated

 )
 
their carefully calibrated economic policies.














II.
 
derivatives





calibrator

 
/-brātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from caliber
 + -ate
 3
 .





calibration

 
/kaləˈbrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of calibrating an instrument or experimental readings




•
 
the measuring devices require calibration




•
 
calibrations in the field of electronic measurements.










2.
 
each of a set of graduations on an instrument.













caliche

 
/kəˈlēCHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mineral deposit of gravel, sand, and nitrates, found especially in dry areas of South America.




2.
 
an area of calcium carbonate formed in the soils of semiarid regions.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish.





calico

 
/ˈkaləˌkō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 printed cotton fabric


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a calico dress.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a type of cotton cloth, typically plain white or unbleached.








II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of an animal, typically a cat) multicolored or mottled.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally also 
calicut

 ): alteration of Calicut
 , where the fabric originated.






Calicut

 
/ˈkaləkət/






former name for Kozhikode
 .









Calif.






abbreviation




California.














California

 
/ˌkaləˈfôrnyə/






a state in the western US, on the coast of the Pacific Ocean; pop. 36,756,666 (est. 2008); capital, Sacramento; statehood, Sept. 9, 1850 (31). Formerly part of Mexico, it was ceded to the US in 1847, having briefly been an independent republic. Large numbers of settlers were attracted to California in the 19th century, especially during the gold rushes of the 1840s; it is now the most populous state.









California, Gulf of






an arm of the Pacific Ocean that separates the Baja California peninsula from mainland Mexico.









California Current






a cold ocean current of the eastern Pacific Ocean that flows south along the western coast of North America.









Californian

 
/ˌkaləˈfôrnyən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the US state of California or its inhabitants




•
 
67 percent of Californian voters backed the measure




•
 
a richly flavored red wine which is quintessentially Californian.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of California




•
 
a Californian by birth, I came to south Florida in 1997




•
 
more than half of all Californians live in just five counties.



















California poppy






noun




an annual poppy native to western North America that is cultivated for its brilliant yellow or orange flowers.

[
Eschscholzia californica

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













California roll






noun




a roll of sushi with a filling containing avocado, cucumber, and crabmeat




•
 
where does one begin when choosing a sake to match their fresh California roll?



















californium

 
/ˌkaləˈfôrnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cf

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 98, a radioactive metal of the actinide series, first produced by bombarding curium with helium ions.











– origin

 1950s: named after 
University of California at Berkeley

 (where it was first made) + -ium
 .





caliginous

 
/kəˈlijənəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 misty, dim; obscure, dark.








II.
 
derivatives





caliginosity

 
/kəˌlijəˈnäsitē /






noun





















Caligula

 
/kəˈliɡyo͝olə/






(
AD

 12–41), Roman emperor 37–41; born 
Gaius Julius Caesar Germanicus

 . His reign was notorious for its tyrannical excesses.









caliper

 
/ˈkaləpər /

 
calliper





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
calipers

 )
 — an instrument for measuring external or internal dimensions, having two hinged legs resembling a pair of compasses and in-turned or out-turned points.




2.
 
(also 
caliper rule

 )
 — an instrument for measuring having one linear component sliding along another, with two parallel jaws and a vernier scale.




3.
 
(also 
brake caliper

 )
 — a motor-vehicle or bicycle brake consisting of two or more hinged components.




4.
 
(also 
caliper splint

 )
 — a metal support for a person's leg.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently an alteration of caliber
 .






caliph

 
/ˈkāləf ˈkaləf/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the chief Muslim civil and religious ruler, regarded as the successor of Muhammad. The caliph ruled in Baghdad until 1258 and then in Egypt until the Ottoman conquest of 1517; the title was then held by the Ottoman sultans until it was abolished in 1924 by Atatürk.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
caliphe

 , from Arabic 
ḵalīfa

 meaning ‘deputy (of God)’ (from the title 
ḵalīfat Allāh)

 , or meaning ‘successor (of Muhammad)’ (from the title 
ḵalīfat rasūl Allāh

 ‘of the Messenger of God’), from 
ḵalafa

 ‘succeed.’





caliphate

 
/ˈkāləˌfāt ˈkaləˌfāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the rule or reign of a caliph or chief Muslim ruler




•
 
the Umayyad caliphate in Damascus was overthrown by the Abbasids.










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the area ruled by a caliph




•
 
Cordoba was the thriving capital of the Caliphate of Cordoba that governed almost all of the Iberian peninsula.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from caliph
 + -ate
 1
 .





calisthenics

 
/ˌkaləsˈTHeniks /

 


‹Brit.›

 callisthenics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
gymnastic exercises to achieve bodily fitness and grace of movement.








II.
 
derivatives





calisthenic






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
kallos

 ‘beauty’ + 
sthenos

 ‘strength’ + -ics
 .






call

 
/kôl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — give (an infant or animal) a specified name




•
 
they called their daughter Hannah.










2.
 
(
be called

 )
 — have a specified name




•
 
she is called Eva




•
 
a 1942 mystery called Time To Kill.










3.
 
address or refer to (someone) by a specified name, title, endearment, or term of abuse




•
 
please call me Lucy




•
 
if he remains quiet she calls him a wimp.










4.
 
refer to, consider, or describe (someone or something) as being




•
 
he's the only person I would call a friend.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cry out (a word or words)




•
 
he heard an insistent voice calling his name




•
 
Meredith was already 
calling out

 a greeting.










6.
 
cry out to (someone) in order to summon them or attract their attention




•
 
she heard Terry calling her




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I distinctly heard you call.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal, especially a bird) make its characteristic cry




•
 
overhead, a skylark called.










8.
 
shout out or chant (the steps and figures) to people performing a square dance or country dance.




9.
 


[Bridge]

 make (a particular bid) during the auction.




•
 
her partner called 6♠.










10.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 claim (a privilege) for oneself, typically by shouting out a particular word or set phrase




•
 
I call first dibs on the bathroom.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — contact or attempt to contact (a person or number) by phone




•
 
could I 
call

 you 
back

 ?




•
 
at the first sign of heart-attack symptoms call 911 immediately.










12.
 
summon (something, especially an emergency service or a taxi) by telephone




•
 
her husband called an ambulance.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — order or request the attendance of




•
 
representatives of all three teams have been called to appear before the stewards




•
 
I got a letter calling me for an interview.










14.
 
bring (a witness) into court to give evidence




•
 
four expert witnesses were called.










15.
 
cause (someone) to have a strong urge to choose a particular career or way of life




•
 
he 
was called to

 the priesthood




•
 
I think teachers, really good teachers, are called to teach.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — announce or decide that (an event, especially a meeting, strike, or election) is to happen




•
 
there appeared to be no alternative but to call a general election




•
 
she intends to call a meeting of the committee early next week




•
 
the Allied forces called a ceasefire.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person) pay a brief visit




•
 
he called around last night looking for you




•
 
he had promised Celia he would call in at the clinic.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — (of an umpire or other official in a game) pronounce (a ball, stroke, or other action) to be the thing specified




•
 
the linesman called the ball wide.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — predict the result of (a future event, especially an election or a vote)




•
 
in the Northeast, the race remains 
too close to call






•
 
few pundits risked calling the election for either Bush or Kerry.










20.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — guess (the outcome) of tossing a coin




•
 
Burnley called heads and won the toss




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
“You call,” he said. “Heads or tails?”










21.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 cause (a subroutine) to be executed.




•
 
one subroutine may call another subroutine (or itself).














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cry made as a summons or to attract someone's attention




•
 
a nearby fisherman heard their calls for help




•
 
in response to the call, a figure appeared.










2.
 
the characteristic cry of a bird or other animal




•
 
it is best distinguished by its call, a loud “pwit”










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a series of notes sounded on a brass instrument as a signal to do something




•
 
a bugle call to rise at 5:30.










4.
 
a direction in a square dance given by the caller.




5.
 


[Bridge]

 a bid, response, or double.




•
 
the alternative call of 2♠ would be quite unsound.










6.
 
an instance of speaking to someone on the phone or attempting to contact someone by phone




•
 
I'll 
give you a call

 at around five




•
 
he stopped returning her calls




•
 
a ten-minute call to the emergency services.










7.
 
a brief social visit




•
 
we 
paid a call on

 Howard.










8.
 
a visit or journey made by a doctor or other professional in response to a request for help, especially in an emergency situation




•
 
the ambulance is 
out on a call






•
 
the district nurse used to make her calls on a bicycle.










9.
 
an appeal or demand for something to happen or be done




•
 
the 
call for

 action was welcomed




•
 
a 
call to

 all sides to remain calm and refrain from violence




•
 
there are more and more 
calls on

 his time.










10.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
call for

 )
 — demand or need for (goods or services)




•
 
there was little call for work as sophisticated as his.










11.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an order or request for someone to be present




•
 
he was delighted that so many former players had heeded the call to attend the conference.










12.
 
a vocation




•
 
feeling the 
call to

 ministry, I started looking for a Bible college.










13.
 
a powerful force of attraction




•
 
hikers can't resist 
the call of

 the Sierras.










14.
 
(in sports) a decision or ruling made by an umpire or other official, traditionally conveyed by a shout, that the ball has gone out of play or that a rule has been breached




•
 
he was visibly irritated with the umpire's calls.










15.
 
a decision, judgement, or prediction




•
 
personally, I'm all in favor, but 
it's your call






•
 
that entrepreneurial instinct may account for his ability to make tough calls when profits are at stake




•
 
the two old foes are so evenly matched that it's anyone's call.










16.
 


[Computing]

 a command to execute a subroutine.




•
 
parameter values may be changed by calls to a special purpose input specification subroutine.










17.
 


[Finance]

 a demand for payment of lent or unpaid capital.




18.
 


[Stock Market]

 short for call option
 .




19.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 (in a bar, club, etc.) denoting or made with relatively expensive brands of liquor which customers request by name.




•
 
$6 call liquor drinks.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
call attention to






cause people to notice




•
 
he is seeking to call attention to himself by his crimes.















2.
 
call someone's bluff






see bluff
 1
 .









3.
 
call collect








(N. Amer.)

 make a telephone call reversing the charges.









4.
 
call something into play






cause or require something to start working so that one can make use of it




•
 
our active participation as spectators is called into play.















5.
 
call something into (or in) question






cast doubt on something




•
 
these findings call into question the legitimacy of the proceedings.















6.
 
call it a day






see day
 .









7.
 
call someone names






see name
 .









8.
 
call of nature






see nature
 .









9.
 
call the shots (or tune)






take the initiative in deciding how something should be done.




•
 
we believe in parents and teachers calling the shots.















10.
 
call a spade a spade






see spade
 1
 .









11.
 
call someone to account






see account
 .









12.
 
call someone/something to mind





a.
 
cause one to think of someone or something, especially through similarity




•
 
the still lifes call to mind certain of Cézanne's works.










b.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — remember someone or something


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I cannot call to mind where I have seen you.















13.
 
call someone/something to order






ask those present at a meeting to be silent so that business may proceed.









14.
 
don't call us, we'll call you








‹informal›

 used as a dismissive way of saying that someone has not been successful in an audition or a job application.









15.
 
good call (or bad call)








‹informal›

 used to express approval (or criticism) of a person's decision or suggestion.

[with reference to decisions made by referees or umpires.]









16.
 
on call





a.
 
(of a person) able to be contacted in order to provide a professional service if necessary, but not formally on duty




•
 
our technicians are on call around the clock.










b.
 
(of money lent) repayable on demand.









17.
 
to call one's own






used to describe something that one can genuinely feel belongs to one




•
 
I had not an item to call my own.















18.
 
within call






near enough to be summoned by calling




•
 
she moved into the guest room, 
within call

 of her father's room.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
call for





a.
 
make necessary




•
 
desperate times call for desperate measures.










b.
 
publicly ask for or demand




•
 
the report calls for an audit of endangered species.










c.
 


(N. Amer.)

 predict or describe (the likely weather conditions) for a period of time in the future




•
 
the forecast is calling for more rain.




•
 
they're calling for temperatures in the 80s for the rest of the week.










d.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 stop to pick up (someone) at the place where they are living or working




•
 
I'll call for you around seven.















2.
 
call something forth






elicit a response




•
 
few things call forth more compassion.















3.
 
call someone/something down





a.
 
cause or provoke someone or something to appear or occur




•
 
nothing called down the wrath of Nemesis quicker.










b.
 


‹dated›

 reprimand someone.




•
 
he called down Clarence Drum about being so high and mighty.















4.
 
call someone in






enlist someone's aid or services.




•
 
you can either do the work yourself or call in a local builder to help you.















5.
 
call something in






require payment of a loan or promise of money.




•
 
the bank would call in loans and foreign donations.















6.
 
call someone/something off






order a person or dog to stop attacking someone.




•
 
Gunda pleaded with him to call the dog off.















7.
 
call something off






cancel an event or agreement.




•
 
they held a ballot on whether to call off industrial action.















8.
 
call on





a.
 
pay a visit to (someone)




•
 
he's planning to call on Katherine today.










b.
 
(also 
call upon

 )
 — have recourse to




•
 
we are able to call on academic staff with a wide variety of expertise.










c.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — demand that (someone) do something




•
 
he called on the government to hold a plebiscite.















9.
 
call someone out





a.
 
summon someone, especially to deal with an emergency or to do repairs.




•
 
patients are to be told to stop calling doctors out unnecessarily at night.










b.
 
(also 
call someone out on something

 , 
call someone on something

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 draw critical attention to someone’s unacceptable actions or behavior




•
 
people were calling him out for his negative comments




•
 
Dan had called her out on a couple of contradictions in her story




•
 
she called him on his claim that the media were doing a bad job of covering the economy.










c.
 
order or advise workers to strike.




d.
 


‹archaic›

 challenge someone to a duel.









10.
 
call something over








‹dated›

 read out a list of names to determine those present.




•
 
a gentleman proceeded to call over the names of the jury.















11.
 
call someone up





a.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 phone someone.




•
 
I have a list of people to call up in the morning.










b.
 
summon someone to serve in the army




•
 
they have called up more than 20,000 reservists.










c.
 
select someone to play on a team, especially at a higher level of competition




•
 
he was called up from Columbus to finish the season with the Yankees.















12.
 
call something up





a.
 
summon for use something that is stored or kept available




•
 
icons that allow you to call up a graphic.










b.
 
evoke something




•
 
the special effects that called up the Mars landscape were impressive.





















– origin

 late Old English 
ceallian

 , from Old Norse 
kalla

 ‘summon loudly.’






calla

 
/ˈkalə/





I.
 
noun




either of two plants of the arum family.

[● Genus 
Zantedeschia

 , family 
Araceae

 : several species, in particular 
Z. aethiopica

 . ● another term for water arum
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin.





callable

 
/ˈkäləb(ə)l/






adjective






[Finance]

 designating a bond that can be paid off earlier than the maturity date.













Callaghan, James

 
/ˈkaləˌhan/






(1912–2005), British Labour statesman; full name 
Leonard James Callaghan, Baron Callaghan of Cardiff

 ; prime minister 1976–79.









callaloo

 
/ˌkaləˈlo͞o, ˈkaləˌlo͞o /

 
callalou





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the spinachlike leaves of a tropical American plant, widely used in Caribbean cooking.




2.
 
a soup or stew made with callaloo leaves.




3.
 
the plant of the arum family from which callaloo leaves are obtained.

[Genus 
Xanthosoma

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from American Spanish 
calalú

 .





Callanetics

 
/kaləˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] in the UK


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a system of physical exercises based on small repeated movements.











– origin

 1980s: named after 
Callan

 Pinckney (born 1939), American deviser of the system, perhaps on the pattern of 
athletics

 .





Callao

 
/kəˈyä-ō, kəˈyou/






the principal seaport of Peru, west of Lima; pop. 415,900 (est. 2007).









Callas, Maria

 
/ˈkaləs/






(1923–77), US opera singer; born 
Maria Cecilia Anna Kalageropoulos

 . She was a coloratura soprano whose bel canto style of singing was especially suited to early Italian opera.









callback

 
/ˈkôlˌbak/






noun



1.
 
an invitation to return for a second audition or interview.




2.
 
a telephone call made to return a call received.




3.
 
a recall of a defective product




•
 
ask which products have the most callbacks.










4.
 
an emergency call summoning an employee to work after hours




•
 
uncontrolled air leakage results in increased callbacks.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a security feature used by systems accessed by telephone, in which a remote user must log on using a previously registered phone number, to which the system then places a return call.













call-board






noun




a bulletin board in a theater on which announcements for the cast and crew are posted.













call box

 
/ˈkôl ˌbäks/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a roadside telephone for use only in an emergency.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a public telephone booth.













call boy

 
/ˈkôl boi/






noun



1.
 
a person in a theater who summons actors when they are due on stage.




2.
 
a male prostitute who accepts appointments by telephone.













call center






noun




an office set up to handle a large volume of telephone calls, especially for taking orders and providing customer service.













caller

 
/ˈkôlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who makes a telephone call or pays a brief visit.




2.
 
a person who calls out numbers in a game of bingo or directions in a dance.













caller ID






noun




a facility that identifies and displays the telephone numbers of incoming calls made to a particular line.













call forwarding






noun




a telephone feature that allows calls made to one number to be forwarded to another specified number.













call girl

 
/ˈkôl ɡərl/






noun




a female prostitute who accepts appointments by telephone.













Callicrates

 
/kəˈlikrəˌtēz/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Greek architect. He was the leading architect in Periclean Athens and, with Ictinus, designed the Parthenon (447–438 
BC

 ).









calligram

 
/ˈkaləˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a word or piece of text in which the design and layout of the letters creates a visual image related to the meaning of the words themselves.




•
 
an anonymous artist has transformed Dione's image into a calligram.

















– origin

 1930s: blend of calligraphy
 and -gram
 1
 .





calligraph

 
/ˈkaləˌɡraf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be calligraphed

 )


1.
 
write in calligraphic style




•
 
invitations meticulously calligraphed in black ink.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a noun): from French 
calligraphe

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
kalligraphos

 (see calligraphy
 ). The verb dates from the late 19th cent.





calligraphic

 
/ˌkaləˈɡrafik/






adjective




of or relating to calligraphy




•
 
a calligraphic pen




•
 
calligraphic script.




















calligraphy

 
/kəˈliɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
decorative handwriting or handwritten lettering.




2.
 
the art of producing decorative handwriting or lettering with a pen or brush.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
calligrapher

 
/kəˈliɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
calligraphist

 
/kəˈliɡrəfəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
kalligraphia

 , from 
kalligraphos

 ‘person who writes beautifully,’ from 
kallos

 ‘beauty’ + 
graphein

 ‘write.’





Callimachus

 
/kəˈliməkəs/






(
c.

 305–
c.

 240 
BC

 ), Greek poet and scholar. He wrote hymns and epigrams and was head of the library at Alexandria.










call-in

 
/käl in/






noun



1.
 
a radio or television program during which the listeners or viewers telephone the studio and participate.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something conducted by people leaving answers or messages by telephone




•
 
a call-in poll.



















calling

 
/ˈkôliNG/






noun



1.
 
the loud cries or shouts of an animal or person




•
 
the calling of a cuckoo.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a strong urge toward a particular way of life or career; a vocation




•
 
those who have a special calling to minister to others' needs.










3.
 
a profession or occupation




•
 
he considered engineering one of the highest possible callings.




















calling card

 
/ˈkôliNG ˌkärd/






noun



1.
 
a card bearing a person's name and address, sent or left in lieu of a formal social or business visit.




2.
 
an action by which someone or something can be identified




•
 
a dog whose calling card is a savage nip at the nearest ankles.










3.
 
a card that allows the user to make telephone calls from any phone and charge the cost to their home telephone number.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a prepaid card that allows the user to make telephone calls up to a specified value.













calliope

 
/kəˈlīəpē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a keyboard instrument resembling an organ but with the notes produced by steam whistles, used chiefly on showboats and in traveling fairs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the Greek name 
Kalliopē

 (see Calliope
 ).






Calliope

 
/kəˈlīəpē /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of epic poetry.







– origin

 from Greek 
Kalliopē

 , literally ‘having a beautiful voice.’





callipygian

 
/ˌkaləˈpijēən /

 
callipygean





I.
 
adjective




having well-shaped buttocks.








II.
 
derivatives





callipygous

 
/-ˈpīɡəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
kallipūgos

 (used to describe a famous statue of Venus), from 
kallos

 ‘beauty’ + 
pūgē

 ‘buttocks,’ + -ian
 .





Callisto

 
/kəˈlistō/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a nymph who was changed into a bear by Zeus.

See also Ursa Major
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 one of the Galilean moons of Jupiter, the eighth closest satellite to the planet. Icy with a dark, cratered surface, it has a diameter of 2,938 miles (4,800 km).









callitrichid

 
/ˌkaliˈtrikid, -ˈtrī-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a primate of a family (
Callitrichidae

 or 
Callithricidae

 ) that comprises the marmosets and tamarins.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Callitrichidae

 (plural), from Greek 
kallitrikhos

 ‘beautiful-haired.’





call letters

 
/kôl ˈledərz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sequence of letters used by a television or radio station as an identifying code.













call money

 
/ˈkôl ˈˌmənē/






noun




money lent by a bank or other institution that is repayable on demand.













call number






noun




a mark, especially a number, on the spine of a library book, or listed in the library's catalog, indicating the book's location in the library.














call option

 
/ˈkôl ˈäpSHən/






noun






[Stock Market]

 an option to buy assets at an agreed price on or before a particular date.













callosity

 
/kəˈläsədē/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a thickened and hardened part of the skin; a callus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
callosité

 , from Latin 
callositas

 , from 
callosus

 ‘hard-skinned,’ from 
callum

 , 
callus

 ‘hardened skin.’





callous

 
/ˈkaləs/





I.
 
adjective




showing or having an insensitive and cruel disregard for others




•
 
his callous comments about the murder made me shiver.














II.
 
noun




variant spelling of callus
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
callosus

 ‘hard-skinned.’





callously

 
/ˈkaləslē/






adverb




in a way that shows an insensitive and cruel disregard for others; unfeelingly




•
 
they use other people callously and remorselessly for their own ends.



















callousness

 
/ˈkaləsnəs/






noun




insensitive and cruel disregard for others




•
 
the callousness of using children to send a political message.



















call-out

 
/ˈkôl ˌout/






noun



1.
 
an instance of being summoned, especially in order to deal with an emergency or to do repairs


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a call-out charge.










2.
 


[Printing]

 a letter, word, number, or symbol identifying an illustration or a specific part of one.




3.
 
a short piece of text set in larger type than the rest of the page and intended to attract attention.













callow

 
/ˈkalō/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a young person) inexperienced and immature




•
 
earnest and callow undergraduates.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
callowly






adverb













2.
 
callowness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
calu

 ‘bald’; probably from Latin 
calvus

 ‘bald.’ This was extended to mean ‘unfledged,’ which led to the present sense ‘immature.’





Calloway, Cab

 
/ˈkaləˌwā/






(1907–94), US jazz singer and bandleader; full name 
Cabell Calloway

 . He was known for his style of scat singing and for his flamboyant appearance. He is associated with songs such as 
“Minnie the Moocher”

 (1931) and 
“Jumpin' Jive”

 (1939) and led a succession of outstanding big bands 1928–53.









call sign

 
/ˈkôl ˌsīn /

 
call signal






noun




a message, code, or tune that is broadcast by radio to identify the broadcaster or transmitter.













call to quarters






noun




a bugle call summoning soldiers to their barracks.













call-up

 
/ˈkôl ˌəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of summoning someone or of being summoned to serve in the armed forces or on a sports team


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
my call-up papers.




















callus

 
/ˈkaləs /

 
callous





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thickened and hardened part of the skin or soft tissue, especially in an area that has been subjected to friction.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the bony healing tissue that forms around the ends of broken bone.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a hard formation of tissue, especially new tissue formed over a wound.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
callus

 (more commonly 
callum

 ) ‘hardened skin.’





callused

 
/ˈkaləst /

 
calloused






adjective




(of a part of the body) having an area of hardened skin




•
 
a callused palm.



















call waiting

 
/ˈkôl ˌwādiNG/






noun




a service whereby someone making a telephone call is notified of an incoming call and is able to place the first call on hold while answering the second.













calm

 
/kä(l)m/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, action, or manner) not showing or feeling nervousness, anger, or other emotions




•
 


keep calm

 , she told herself




•
 
his voice was calm.










2.
 
(of a place) peaceful, especially in contrast to recent violent activity




•
 
the city was reported to be calm, but army patrols remained.










3.
 
(of the weather) pleasantly free from wind




•
 
the night was clear and calm.










4.
 
(of the sea) not disturbed by large waves.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the absence of violent or confrontational activity within a place or group




•
 
the elections proceeded in an atmosphere of relative calm




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
an edgy calm reigned in the capital.










2.
 
the absence of nervousness, agitation, or excitement in a person




•
 
his usual calm deserted him.










3.
 
the absence of wind




•
 
in the center of the storm calm prevailed.










4.
 
still air represented by force 0 on the Beaufort scale (less than 1 knot).




5.
 
(often 
calms

 )
 — an area of the sea without wind.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) tranquil and quiet; soothe




•
 
I took him inside and tried to 
calm

 him 
down






•
 
he lit a cigarette to calm his nerves




•
 (as 
adj.

 
calming

 )
 
a cup of tea will have a calming effect.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
calm down

 )
 — (of a person) become tranquil and quiet




•
 
gradually I calmed down and lost my anxiety.














IV.
 
phrases





the calm before the storm






see storm
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: via one of the Romance languages from Greek 
kauma

 ‘heat (of the day).’





calmative

 
/ˈkä(l)mədiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) having a sedative effect.








II.
 
noun




a calmative drug.













calmly

 
/ˈkämlē ˈkälmlē/






adverb




without agitation or strong emotion




•
 
he spoke slowly and calmly




•
 
people living in the area reacted calmly to the incident.



















calmness

 
/ˈkämnəs ˈkälmnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being free from agitation or strong emotion




•
 
those who worked with him refer time and again to his calmness under pressure




•
 
she exuded calmness and good humor.










2.
 
the state or condition of being free from disturbance or violent activity




•
 
this relative calmness ended at around 7 a.m., when the wind picked up speed.



















calmodulin

 
/kalˈmäjələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that binds calcium and is involved in regulating a variety of activities in cells.











– origin

 1970s: from 
cal(cium)

 + 
modul(ate)

 + -in
 1
 .






calomel

 
/ˈkaləməl/





I.
 
noun




a white powder used as a purgative and a fungicide.

Also called mercuric chloride
 . [Chem. formula: Hg2
 Cl2
 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, perhaps from Greek 
kalos

 ‘beautiful’ + 
melas

 ‘black’ (perhaps because it was originally obtained from a black mixture of mercury and mercuric chloride).





Caloocan

 
/ˌkäləˈōkən /

 
Kalookan






a city in the Philippines, on southern Luzon, northwest of Manila; pop. 1,378,900 (est. 2007).









caloric

 
/kəˈlôrik kəˈlärik/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹technical›

 of or relating to heat; calorific




•
 
a caloric value of 7 calories per gram.














II.
 
noun






[Physics]

 
‹historical›

 (in the late 18th and early 19th centuries) a hypothetical fluid substance that was thought to be responsible for the phenomena of heat.








III.
 
derivatives





calorically






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): from French 
calorique

 , from Latin 
calor

 ‘heat.’





calorie

 
/ˈkal(ə)rē /

 
cal.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of two units of heat energy.




2.
 
(also 
small calorie

 ) (abbr.: 
cal

 )
 — the energy needed to raise the temperature of 1 gram of water through 1 °C (now usually defined as 4.1868 joules).




3.
 
(also 
large calorie

 ) (abbr.: 
Cal

 )
 — the energy needed to raise the temperature of 1 kilogram of water through 1 °C, equal to one thousand small calories and often used to measure the energy value of foods.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
calor

 ‘heat’ + French suffix 
-ie

 (see -y
 3
 ).





calorie-controlled






adjective




denoting or suitable for a diet in which a limit is set on the total number of calories that may be consumed




•
 
we also make products such as fat-free yogurt for people on calorie-controlled diets




•
 
a calorie-controlled meal plan.



















calorific

 
/ˌkaləˈrifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 relating to the amount of energy contained in food or fuel




•
 
she knew the calorific contents of every morsel.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of food or drink) containing many calories and so likely to be fattening




•
 
there is fruit salad for those who can resist the more calorific concoctions.














II.
 
derivatives





calorifically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
calorificus

 , from 
calor

 ‘heat.’





calorific value






noun




the energy contained in a fuel or food, determined by measuring the heat produced by the complete combustion of a specified quantity of it. This is now usually expressed in joules per kilogram.













calorimeter

 
/ˌkaləˈrimidər/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for measuring the amount of heat involved in a chemical reaction or other process.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
calorimetric

 
/ˌkalərəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
calorimetry

 
/ˌkaləˈrimətrē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
calor

 ‘heat’ + -meter
 .





calotype

 
/ˈkaləˌtīp /

 
calotype process





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an early photographic process in which negatives were made using paper coated with silver iodide.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kalos

 ‘beautiful’ + type
 .






calque

 
/kalk /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
noun




another term for loan translation
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (
be calqued on

 )


1.
 
originate or function as a loan translation of.











– origin

 1930s: from French, literally ‘copy, tracing,’ from 
calquer

 ‘to trace,’ via Italian from Latin 
calcare

 ‘to tread.’





caltrop

 
/ˈkaltrəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiked metal device thrown on the ground to impede wheeled vehicles or (formerly) cavalry horses.




2.
 
a creeping plant with woody carpels that typically have hard spines and resemble military caltrops.

[Genus 
Tribulus

 , family 
Zygophyllaceae

 .]




3.
 
(also 
water caltrop

 )
 — another term for water chestnut
 (
sense

 3).











– origin

 Old English 
calcatrippe

 , denoting any plant that tended to catch the feet, from medieval Latin 
calcatrippa

 , from 
calx

 ‘heel’ or 
calcare

 ‘to tread’ + a word related to trap
 1
 . 
Sense

 1 was probably adopted from French.





calumet

 
/ˈkalyəˌmet/





I.
 
noun




a North American Indian peace pipe.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
calamellus

 ‘little reed,’ diminutive of Latin 
calamus

 (referring to the pipe's reed stem).





Calumet City

 
/ˌkalyəˌmet ˈsidē/






a city in northeastern Illinois, south of Chicago, on the Indiana border; pop. 36,800 (est. 2008). The surrounding industrial region, in both states, is called the Calumet.









calumniate

 
/kəˈləmnēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 make false and defamatory statements about




•
 
foes were calumniating him in the US press.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
calumniation

 
/kəˌləmnēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
calumniator

 
/kəˈləmnēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
calumniari

 , from 
calumnia

 (see calumny
 ).






calumny

 
/ˈkaləmnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the making of false and defamatory statements in order to damage someone's reputation; slander.




2.
 
a false and slanderous statement.








II.
 
derivatives





calumnious

 
/kəˈləmnēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
calumnia

 .





calutron

 
/ˈkalyəˌträn/





I.
 
noun




a device that uses large electromagnets to separate uranium isotopes from uranium ore. It was developed in the 1940s to produce highly enriched weapons-grade uranium.











– origin

 from 
Cal(ifornia) U(niversity) (cyclo)tron

 .





Calvados

 
/ˌkalvəˈdōs /

 
calvados






noun




apple brandy, traditionally made in the Calvados region of Normandy.













Calvary

 
/ˈkalv(ə)rē/





I.
 
the hill outside Jerusalem on which Jesus was crucified.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a calvary

 )
 — a sculpture or picture representing the scene of the Crucifixion.







– origin

 from late Latin 
calvaria

 ‘skull,’ translation of Greek 
golgotha

 ‘place of a skull’ (Matt. 27:33) (see Golgotha
 ).





calve

 
/kav/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of cows and certain other large animals) give birth to a calf.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) help (a cow) give birth to a calf.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an iceberg or glacier) split and shed (a smaller mass of ice).




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a mass of ice) split off from an iceberg or glacier.











– origin

 Old English 
calfian

 , from 
cælf

 ‘calf.’





calves

 
/kavz/






plural form of calf
 1
 , calf
 2
 .









Calvin, John

 
/ˈkalvin/






(1509–64), French theologian and reformer. On becoming a Protestant, he fled to Switzerland, where he attempted to reorder society on reformed Christian principles. His 
Institutes of the Christian Religion

 (1536) was the first systematic account of reformed Christian doctrine.









Calvin, Melvin






(1911–97), US biochemist; full name 
Melvin Ellis Calvin

 . He investigated photosynthesis and discovered the cycle of reactions (the 
Calvin cycle

 ) that constitutes the dark reaction. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1961).









Calvinism

 
/ˈkalvəˌnizəm/






noun




the Protestant theological system of John Calvin and his successors, which develops Luther's doctrine of justification by faith alone and emphasizes the grace of God and the doctrine of predestination.













Calvinist

 
/ˈkalv(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of the Protestant theological system of John Calvin and his successors




•
 
she was a strict Calvinist.














II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Protestant theological system of John Calvin and his successors




•
 
the Dutch state was still distinctly Calvinist.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Calvinistic

 
/kalv(ə)ˈnistik /






adjective













2.
 
Calvinistical

 
/ˈkalv(ə)nəst /






adjective





















Calvino, Italo

 
/kälˈvēnō, kal-/






(1923–87), Italian novelist and short-story writer; born in Cuba. Notable works: 
The Path to the Nest of Spiders

 (1947) and 
If on a winter's night a traveler

 (1979).










calx

 
/kalks/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
‹archaic›

 a powdery metallic oxide formed when an ore or mineral has been heated.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘lime,’ probably from Greek 
khalix

 ‘pebble, limestone.’






calypso

 
/kəˈlipsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of West Indian (originally Trinidadian) music in syncopated African rhythm, typically with words improvised on a topical theme.




2.
 
a calypso song.








II.
 
derivatives





calypsonian

 
/kəˌlipˈsōnēən, ˌkalip- /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





Calypso

 
/kəˈlipsō /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a nymph who kept Odysseus on her island, Ogygia, for seven years.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘she who conceals.’






calyx

 
/ˈkāliks /

 
calix





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the sepals of a flower, typically forming a whorl that encloses the petals and forms a protective layer around a flower in bud.

Compare with corolla
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a cuplike cavity or structure, in particular




3.
 
a portion of the pelvis of a mammalian kidney.




4.
 
the cavity in a calcareous coral skeleton that surrounds the polyp.




5.
 
the plated body of a crinoid, excluding the stalk and arms.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
kalux

 ‘case of a bud, husk,’ related to 
kaluptein

 ‘to hide.’





calzone

 
/kalˈzōnē ˌkalˈtsōnā ˌkalˈzōn/





I.
 
noun




a type of pizza that is folded in half before cooking to contain a filling.











– origin

 Italian dialect, probably a special use of 
calzone

 ‘trouser leg,’ with reference to the shape of the pizza.






cam

 
/kam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projection on a rotating part in machinery, designed to make sliding contact with another part while rotating and to impart reciprocal or variable motion to it.




2.
 
short for camshaft
 .




3.
 
short for camera
 1
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dutch 
kam

 ‘comb,’ as in 
kamrad

 ‘cogwheel.’





CAM

 
/kam/






abbreviation



1.
 
computer-aided manufacturing.




2.
 
complementary and alternative medicine.













cama

 
/ˈkämə, ˈkamə/






noun




a hybrid animal produced by crossing a camel with a llama.














camaraderie

 
/ˌkäməˈrädərē ˌkaməˈrädərē/





I.
 
noun




mutual trust and friendship among people who spend a lot of time together




•
 
a genuine camaraderie on the hockey team.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
camarade

 ‘comrade.’





camarilla

 
/ˌkaməˈrilə, -ˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a small group of people, especially a group of advisers to a ruler or politician, with a shared, typically nefarious, purpose




•
 
a military camarilla that has lost any sense of political reality.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
camara

 ‘chamber.’





Camarillo

 
/ˌkaməˈrilō, -ˈrēyō/






a city in southwestern California, west of Los Angeles; pop. 63,324 (est. 2008).









camas

 
/ˈkaməs /

 
camass
 , quamash





I.
 
noun




a North American plant of the lily family, cultivated for its starry blue or purple flowers.

[Genera 
Camassia

 and 
Zigadenus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, including 
C. quamash

 , the large bulbs of which are edible.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Chinook Jargon 
qamas̆, qawas̆

 , perhaps from Nootka.






Cambay, Gulf of

 
/kamˈbā/






an inlet of the Arabian Sea on the Gujarat coast of western India, north of Mumbai (Bombay).

Also called Khambhat, Gulf of
 .









camber

 
/ˈkambər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slightly convex or arched shape of a road or other horizontal surface




•
 
the deck beams are curved for the camber of the deck.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a tilt built into a road at a bend or curve, enabling vehicles to maintain speed.




3.
 
the slight sideways inclination of the front wheels of a motor vehicle.




4.
 
the extent of curvature of a section of an airfoil.








II.
 
derivatives





cambered






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cambre

 , dialect variant of 
chambre

 ‘arched,’ from Latin 
camurus

 ‘curved inward.’





cambium

 
/ˈkambēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a cellular plant tissue from which phloem, xylem, or cork grows by division, resulting (in woody plants) in secondary thickening.








II.
 
derivatives





cambial

 
/-bēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting one of the alimentary humors once supposed to nourish the body): from medieval Latin, ‘change, exchange.’






Cambodia

 
/kamˈbōdēə/





I.
 
a country in Southeast Asia between Thailand and southern Vietnam; pop. 14,494,300 (est. 2009); capital, Phnom Penh; official language, Khmer.

Also officially called the Khmer Republic
 (1970–75) and Kampuchea
 (1976–89).





The country was made a French protectorate in 1863 and remained under French influence until it became fully independent in 1953. During the Vietnam War, it was the scene of fighting between the North Vietnamese army and South Vietnamese and US forces. Following a civil war 1970–75, Cambodia came under the control of the Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot; more than 2 million Cambodians died before the regime was toppled by a Vietnamese invasion in 1979. The Vietnamese withdrew in 1989, and the monarchy was restored in 1993. Elections were held in 1998 and again in 2003.






Cambodian

 
/kamˈbōdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Cambodia, or a person of Cambodian descent.




2.
 
another term for Khmer
 (the language).








II.
 
adjective




relating to Cambodia, its people, or their language.













cam boy

 
/ˈkam ˌboi/






noun




a boy or man who poses for a webcam.













cambozola

 
/ˌkambəˈzōlə /

 
cambazola





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of German blue soft cheese with a rind like Camembert, produced using Gorgonzola blue mold.











– origin

 an invented name, blend of Camembert
 and Gorgonzola
 , with the insertion of 
-bo-

 .





Cambrelle

 
/kamˈbrel/






noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic fabric that absorbs perspiration, used as a lining material for climbing and hiking boots.













Cambrian

 
/ˈkambrēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly in names or geographical terms) Welsh




•
 
the Cambrian Railway.











2.

a.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the first period in the Paleozoic era, between the end of the Precambrian eon and the beginning of the Ordovician period.




b.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Cambrian

 )
 — the Cambrian period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Cambrian lasted from about 570 million to 510 million years ago and was a time of widespread seas. It is the earliest period in which fossils, notably trilobites, can be used in geological dating.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
Cambria

 ‘Wales,’ variant of 
Cumbria

 , from Welsh 
Cymry

 ‘Welshman’ or 
Cymru

 ‘Wales.’






cambric

 
/ˈkāmbrik/





I.
 
noun




a lightweight, closely woven white linen or cotton fabric.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
Kamerijk

 , Flemish form of 
Cambrai

 , a town in northern France, where it was originally made. Compare with chambray
 .






Cambridge

 
/ˈkāmbrij/





I.
 
a city in eastern England; pop. 116,900 (est. 2009). Cambridge University is located here.




II.
 
a city in eastern Massachusetts, across the Charles River from Boston; pop. 105,596 (est. 2008). Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology are located here.









Cambridgeshire

 
/ˈkāmbrijSHər ˈkāmbrijˌSHir/






a county in eastern England; county town, Cambridge.









Cambyses

 
/kamˈbīˌsēz/






(died 522 
BC

 ), king of Persia 529–522 
BC

 , son of Cyrus. He is chiefly remembered for his conquest of Egypt in 525 
BC

 .









camcorder

 
/ˈkamˌkôrdər/





I.
 
noun




a portable combined video camera and video recorder.











– origin

 1980s: blend of camera
 1
 and recorder
 .





Camden

 
/ˈkamdən/






an industrial city in southwestern New Jersey, across the Delaware River from Philadelphia in Pennsylvania; pop. 79,383 (est. 2008).









came

 
/kām/






past tense of come
 .









camel

 
/ˈkaməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, long-necked ungulate mammal of arid country, with long slender legs, broad cushioned feet, and either one or two humps on the back. Camels can survive for long periods without food or drink, chiefly by using up the fat reserves in their humps.

[Genus 
Camelus

 , family 
Camelidae

 (the 
camel family

 ): two species (see Arabian camel
 , Bactrian camel
 ). The camel family also includes the llama and its relatives.]




2.
 
a fabric made from camel hair.




3.
 
a light yellowish-brown color like that of camel hair.




4.
 
an apparatus for raising a sunken ship, consisting of one or more watertight chests to provide buoyancy.




5.
 
a large floating fender used to keep a vessel off the dock.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
camelus

 , from Greek 
kamēlos

 , of Semitic origin.





camelback

 
/ˈkaməlˌbak/






noun




a back with a hump-shaped curve on a sofa or other piece of furniture


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a camelback sofa.



















camel case

 
/ˈkaməl kās /

 
camelCase
 , CamelCase





I.
 
noun




a typographical convention in which an initial capital is used for the first letter of a word forming the second element of a closed compound, e.g.
PayPal

 , 
iPhone

 , 
MasterCard

 .











– origin

 1990s: from the supposed resemblance of the visual effect to the hump or humps of a camel's back.






camel cricket






noun




a wingless humpbacked insect related to the grasshoppers, typically living in caves or holes.

Also called cave cricket
 . [Family 
Raphidophoridae

 : several genera.]













cameleer

 
/ˌkaməˈlir/






noun




a person who controls or rides a camel.













camel hair

 
/ˈkaməl he(ə)r /

 
camel's hair






noun



1.
 
a fabric made from the hair of a camel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a camel-hair coat.










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — fine, soft hair from a squirrel's tail, used in artists' brushes.













camelid

 
/kəˈmēlid, ˈkaməlid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the camel family (
Camelidae

 ).











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Camelidae

 (plural), from Latin 
camelus

 ‘camel,’ from Greek 
kamēlos

 .






camellia

 
/kəˈmēlyə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen eastern Asian shrub related to the tea plant, grown for its showy flowers and shiny leaves.

[Genus 
Camellia

 , family 
Theaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common camellia

 (
C. japonica

 ), which has numerous cultivars and hybrids.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named by Linnaeus after Joseph 
Kamel

 (Latinized as 
Camellus

 ), Moravian botanist (1661–1706), who described the flora of Luzon, an island in the Philippines.





Camellia State






a nickname for the state of Alabama
 .










camelopard

 
/kəˈmeləˌpärd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a giraffe.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
kamēlopardalis

 , from 
kamēlos

 ‘camel’ + 
pardalis

 (see pard
 ).





Camelopardalis

 
/kəˌmeləˈpärdələs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large but inconspicuous northern constellation (the Giraffe), between Polaris and Perseus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Camelopardalis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Camelopardalis.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
kamēlopardalis

 (see camelopard
 ).





Camelot

 
/ˈkaməˌlät/





I.
 
(in Arthurian legend) the place where King Arthur held his court.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Camelot

 )
 — a place associated with glittering romance and optimism.









camel spider






noun




another term for sun spider
 .













camel toe





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an effect created by a pair of pants or shorts that fit very tightly around a woman's groin, drawing attention to the shape of the external genitals.











– origin

 1990s: from the supposed visual resemblance to the two toes of a camel's foot.






Camembert

 
/ˈkaməmˌber/






noun




a kind of rich, soft, creamy cheese with a whitish rind, originally made near Camembert in Normandy.













cameo

 
/ˈkamēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of jewelry, typically oval in shape, consisting of a portrait in profile carved in relief on a background of a different color.




2.
 
a short descriptive literary sketch that neatly encapsulates someone or something




•
 
cameos of street life.










3.
 
a small character part in a play or movie, played by a distinguished actor or a celebrity


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he played numerous cameo roles.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
camahieu

 , 
cama(h)u

 ; later influenced by Italian 
cam(m)eo

 , from medieval Latin 
cammaeus

 , related to the Old French word.






camera1


 
/ˈkam(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun




a device for recording visual images in the form of photographs, film, or video signals.




•
 
she faced the cameras.




•
 
a photographer's camera flashed.




•
 
a video camera.














II.
 
phrases





on (or off) camera






while being filmed or televised (or not being filmed or televised)




•
 
on camera, she was error-prone and nervous.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin (see camera
 2
 , camera obscura
 ).






camera2


 
/ˈkam(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
names

 ]


1.
 
a chamber or round building




•
 
the Radcliffe Camera.














II.
 
phrases





in camera







/ˌin ˈkam(ə)rə /

 — 

[chiefly Law]

 in private, in particular taking place in the private chambers of a judge, with the press and public excluded




•
 
judges assess the merits of such claims in camera.







[late Latin, ‘in the chamber.’]















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a council or legislative chamber in Italy or Spain): from Latin, ‘vault, arched chamber,’ from Greek 
kamara

 ‘object with an arched cover.’





camera lucida

 
/ˌkam(ə)rə ˈlo͞osədə/





I.
 
noun




an instrument in which rays of light are reflected by a prism to produce on a sheet of paper an image, from which a drawing can be made.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘bright chamber,’ on the pattern of 
camera obscura

 .





cameraman

 
/ˈkam(ə)rəˌman ˈkam(ə)rəmən/






noun




a person whose profession is operating a television or movie camera.














camera obscura

 
/ˌkam(ə)rə əbˈskyo͝orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a darkened box with a convex lens or aperture for projecting the image of an external object onto a screen inside. It is important historically in the development of photography.




2.
 
a small round building with a rotating angled mirror at the apex of the roof, projecting an image of the landscape onto a horizontal surface inside.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘dark chamber.’





cameraperson

 
/ˈkam(ə)rəˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




a cameraman or camerawoman (used as a neutral alternative).













camera phone






noun




a mobile phone incorporating a digital camera.













camera-ready

 
/ˈkam(ə)rəˌredē/






adjective






[Printing]

 (of matter to be printed) in the right form and of good enough quality to be reproduced photographically onto a printing plate




•
 
camera-ready copy.



















camera-shy

 
/ˈkam(ə)rəSHī/






adjective




reluctant to be photographed or filmed




•
 
he's a little camera-shy.



















camerawoman

 
/ˈkam(ə)rəˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman whose profession is operating a television or movie camera.




•
 
a local news camerawoman.



















camerawork

 
/ˈkam(ə)rəˌwərk/






noun




the way in which cameras are used in a movie or television program




•
 
discreet camerawork and underplayed acting.



















Cameron, David

 
/ˈkamərən/






(1966–), British Conservative statesman; prime minister since 2010 (2010–15 in coalition with the Liberal Democrats); full name 
David William Donald Cameron

 .









Cameroon

 
/ˌkaməˈro͞on/







1.
 
a country on the western coast of Africa, between Nigeria and Gabon; pop. 18,879,300 (est. 2009); capital, Yaoundé; languages, French and English (official), many local languages, pidgin. French name 
Cameroun

 .





A German protectorate from 1884 until 1916, it was subsequently administered by France and then by Britain as a League of Nations (later United Nations) trusteeship. In 1960, the French part became an independent republic and was joined in 1961 by part of British Cameroon; the remainder became part of Nigeria. Cameroon became a member of the Commonwealth of Nations in 1995.









Cameroonian

 
/ˌkaməˈro͞onēən /

 
Camerounian





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Cameroon or its people




•
 
a leading scholar in Cameroonian art.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Cameroon, or a person of Cameroonian descent




•
 
a Cameroonian living in Holland.



















cam follower






noun




the part of a machine in sliding or rolling contact with a rotating cam and given motion by it.













cam girl

 
/ˈkam ˌɡərl/






noun




a girl or woman who poses for a webcam.













cami

 
/ˈkamē/






noun






‹informal›

 a camisole.













Camisard

 
/ˌkaməˈzär(d)/





I.
 
noun




a member of the French Protestant insurgents who rebelled against the persecution that followed the revocation of the Edict of Nantes.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
camisa

 , from late Latin 
camisia

 ‘shirt,’ because of the white shirts worn by the insurgents over their clothing for ease of recognition.





camisole

 
/ˈkaməˌsōl/





I.
 
noun




a woman's loose-fitting undergarment for the upper body, typically held up by shoulder straps and having decorative trimming.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, either from Italian 
camiciola

 , diminutive of 
camicia

 , or from Spanish 
camisola

 , diminutive of 
camisa

 , both from late Latin 
camisia

 ‘shirt or nightgown.’





camlock

 
/ˈkamläk/






noun




a fastening mechanism that incorporates a cam or tab that is turned to engage a catch or slot.













camo

 
/ˈkamō/






noun






‹informal›

 short for camouflage
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a camo jacket.



















Camões, Luis de

 
/kəˈmoiNSH /

 
Camoëns






(
c.

 1524–80), Portuguese poet; full name 
Luis Vaz de Camões

 . His most noted work, 
The Lusiads

 (1572), describes Vasco da Gama's discovery of the sea route to India.









Camorra

 
/kəˈmôrə/





I.
 (
the Camorra

 )


1.
 
a criminal organization originating in Naples and Neapolitan emigrant communities in the 19th century. Some members later moved to the US and formed links with the Mafia.











– origin

 Italian, perhaps from Spanish 
camorra

 ‘dispute, quarrel.’






camouflage

 
/ˈkaməˌflä(d)ZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the disguising of military personnel, equipment, and installations by painting or covering them to make them blend in with their surroundings




•
 
on the trenches were pieces of turf, which served for camouflage




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
camouflage nets.










2.
 
the clothing or materials used for disguise




•
 
figures dressed in army camouflage.










3.
 
an animal's natural coloring or form that enables it to blend in with its surroundings




•
 
the whiteness of polar bears provides camouflage.










4.
 
actions or devices intended to disguise or mislead




•
 
much of my apparent indifference was merely protective camouflage.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hide or disguise the presence of (a person, animal, or object) by means of camouflage




•
 
the war area had to be camouflaged with mud.










2.
 
conceal the existence of (something undesirable)




•
 
grievances should be discussed, not camouflaged.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in sense ‘disguise, concealment’): French, from 
camoufler

 ‘to disguise’ (originally thieves' slang), from Italian 
camuffare

 ‘disguise, deceive,’ perhaps by association with French 
camouflet

 ‘whiff of smoke in the face.’ The military sense originated during World War I.






camp1


 
/kamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place with temporary accommodations of huts, tents, or other structures, typically used by soldiers, refugees, prisoners, or travelers




•
 
the enemy camp




•
 
a detention camp




•
 
the shot woke the whole camp.










2.
 
a recreational institution providing facilities for outdoor activities, sports, crafts, and other special interests and typically featuring rustic overnight accommodations




•
 
a summer camp for children




•
 
drama camp.










3.
 
temporary overnight lodging out of doors, typically in tents




•
 
we 
made camp

 at a bend in the creek




•
 
we 
pitched camp

 at a fine spot.










4.
 
a facility at which athletes train during the off-season




•
 
football tryout camps.










5.
 
the supporters of a particular party or doctrine regarded collectively




•
 
his views were firmly rooted in the conservative camp.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live for a time in a camp, tent, or camper, as when on vacation




•
 
parks in which you can camp or stay in a chalet.










2.
 
lodge temporarily, especially in an inappropriate or uncomfortable place




•
 
we 
camped out

 for the night in a mission schoolroom.










3.
 
remain persistently in one place




•
 
the press will be camping on your doorstep once they get onto this story.














III.
 
phrases





break camp






take down a tent or the tents of an encampment when ready to leave.















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
camp

 , 
champ

 , from Italian 
campo

 , from Latin 
campus

 ‘level ground,’ specifically applied to the 
Campus Martius

 in Rome, used for games, athletic practice, and military drill.





camp2


 
/kamp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deliberately exaggerated and theatrical in style, typically for humorous effect




•
 
the movie seems more camp than shocking or gruesome.










2.
 
(of a man or his manner) ostentatiously and extravagantly effeminate




•
 
a heavily made-up and highly camp actor.














II.
 
noun




deliberately exaggerated and theatrical behavior or style




•
 
Hollywood camp.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a man) behave in an ostentatiously effeminate way




•
 
he 
camped it up

 a bit for the cameras.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
campily

 
/ˈkampəlē /






adverb













2.
 
campiness






noun













3.
 
campy






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Camp, Walter

 
/kamp/






(1859–1925), US football coach; full name 
Walter Chauncey Camp

 . One of the first to play US football, he coached at Yale 1888–92 and was influential in shaping the rules of the sport. In 1889, he and a colleague initiated the annual selection of an All-American college football team.










campaign

 
/kamˈpān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of military operations intended to achieve a particular objective, confined to a particular area, or involving a specified type of fighting




•
 
a desert campaign




•
 
the air campaign




•
 
the army set off 
on campaign

 .










2.
 
an organized course of action to achieve a particular goal




•
 
an advertising campaign




•
 
an election campaign




•
 
the 
campaign for

 a full inquiry into the regime




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
his campaign to win the heart of a new woman.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work in an organized and active way toward a particular goal, typically a political or social one




•
 
people who campaigned against child labor




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the services he had campaigned to protect.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a tract of open country): from French 
campagne

 ‘open country,’ via Italian from late Latin 
campania

 , from 
campus

 ‘level ground’ (see camp
 1
 ). The change in sense arose from an army's practice of “taking the field” (i.e., moving from a fortress or town to open country) at the onset of summer.





campaigner

 
/kamˈpānər/






noun




a person who actively promotes the goals of a cause




•
 
human rights campaigners are furious at the government's decision.



















Campanella, Roy

 
/ˌkampəˈnelə/






(1921–93), US baseball player; known as 
Campy

 . He was a catcher for the Brooklyn Dodgers 1948–58. Baseball Hall of Fame (1969).









Campanian

 
/kämˈpänēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the Italian region of Campania or its inhabitants




•
 
the bright light and heat of Campanian high summer.










2.
 
denoting a subdivision of the Late Cretaceous period




•
 
both faunas are late Campanian.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Italian region of Campania




•
 
Octavian settled Campanians at Knossos.










2.
 
(
the Campanian

 )
 — the Campanian period or the system of rocks deposited during it




•
 
increases in carnivore richness and abundance occurred before the Campanian.



















campanile

 
/ˌkampəˈnēlē/





I.
 
noun




an Italian bell tower, especially a freestanding one.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, from 
campana

 ‘bell.’





campanology

 
/ˌkampəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the art or practice of bell-ringing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
campanological

 
/ˌkampənlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
campanologist

 
/ˌkampəˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
campanologia

 , from late Latin 
campana

 ‘bell.’





campanula

 
/kamˈpanyələ/





I.
 
noun




another term for bellflower
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, diminutive of late Latin 
campana

 ‘bell.’





campanulate

 
/kamˈpanyələt kamˈpanyəˌlāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower) bell-shaped, as in a campanula.













Campari

 
/kämˈpärē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a pinkish aperitif flavored with bitters.











– origin

 named after the manufacturer.





Campbell

 
/ˈkambəl/






a city in west central California, southwest of San Jose, part of the Silicon Valley research and industrial complex; pop. 38,617 (est. 2008).









Campbell, John A.

 
/ˈkam(b)əl/






(1811–89), US Supreme Court associate justice 1853–61; full name 
John Archibald Campbell

 . Appointed to the Court by President Pierce, he resigned to serve as assistant secretary of war in the Confederate cabinet 1862–65.









Campbell, Kim






(1947–), Canadian Progressive Conservative stateswoman; prime minister 1993; full name 
Avril Phaedra Douglas Campbell

 . She was Canada's first female prime minister.









Campbell, Mrs. Patrick






(1865–1940), English actress; born 
Beatrice Stella Tanner

 . George Bernard Shaw wrote the part of Eliza Doolittle in 
Pygmalion

 (1914) for her.









Campbell-Bannerman, Sir Henry

 
/ˈbanərmən/






(1836–1908), British statesman; prime minister 1905–08.









Camp David






the country retreat of the President, in the Catoctin Mountains (part of the Blue Ridge Mountains) in northeastern Maryland. President Carter hosted talks there between the leaders of Israel and Egypt which resulted in the Camp David agreements (1978) and the Egypt–Israel peace treaty of 1979.









Campeche

 
/kämˈpāCHā, kamˈpēCHē/





I.
 
a state in southeastern Mexico, on the Yucatán Peninsula.




II.
 
the capital of Campeche, a seaport on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 238,850 (2005).









camper

 
/ˈkampər/






noun



1.
 
a person who spends a vacation in a tent or camp.




2.
 
a large motor vehicle with facilities for sleeping and cooking while camping.













campesino

 
/ˌkampəˈsēnō, ˌkäm-/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a peasant farmer.











– origin

 Spanish.





campfire

 
/ˈkampˌfī(ə)r/






noun




an open-air fire in a camp, used for cooking and as a focal point for social activity.













camp follower

 
/ˈkamp ˌfäləwər/






noun



1.
 
a civilian who works in or is attached to a military camp.




2.
 
a person who is nominally attached to a group but is not fully committed or does not make a substantial contribution to its activities




•
 
cynical opportunists and camp followers.



















campground

 
/ˈkampˌɡround/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a place used for camping, especially one equipped with cooking grills, water, and bathrooms.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a place where a camp meeting is held.













camphor

 
/ˈkamfər/





I.
 
noun




a white, volatile, crystalline substance with an aromatic smell and bitter taste, occurring in certain essential oils.

[A terpenoid ketone; chem. formula: C10
 H16
 O.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
camphore

 or medieval Latin 
camphora

 , from Arabic 
kāfūr

 , via Malay from Sanskrit 
karpūra

 .





camphorate

 
/ˈkamfəˌrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
camphorated

 )


1.
 
impregnate or treat with camphor.













camphor tree






noun




an eastern Asian tree that belongs to the laurel family and serves as the chief natural source of camphor.

[
Cinnamomum camphora

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]













Campinas

 
/kämˈpēnəs, käN-/






a city in southeastern Brazil, northwest of São Paulo; pop. 1,039,297 (2007).









camping

 
/ˈkampiNG/






noun




the activity spending a vacation living in a camp, tent, or camper




•
 
visitors can 
go camping

 in the vast wilderness surrounding the mountains.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a camping trip.



















campion

 
/ˈkampēən/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the pink family, typically having pink or white flowers with notched petals, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[Genera 
Silene

 and 
Lychnis

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps related to champion
 . The name was originally used for the rose campion, whose name in Latin (
Lychnis coronaria

 ) and Greek (
lukhnis stephanōmatikē

 ) means ‘campion fit for a crown,’ and which was said in classical times to have been used for victors' garlands.





Campion, Jane

 
/ˈkampēən/






(1954–), New Zealand movie director and screenwriter. She received an Academy Award for best screenplay for 
The Piano

 (1993).










Campion, St. Edmund

 
/ˈkampēən/






(1540–81), English Jesuit priest and martyr. Feast day, December 1.









camp meeting

 
/kamp ˈmēdiNG/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a religious meeting held in the open air or in a tent, often lasting several days.













campo

 
/ˈkampō, ˈkämpō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the campo

 )
 — (in South America, especially Brazil), a grass plain with occasional stunted trees.




2.
 
a square in an Italian or Spanish town.











– origin

 from Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian 
campo

 , literally ‘field.’





Campobello Island

 
/ˌkampəˌbelō ˈīlənd/






a resort island in southwestern New Brunswick, off Eastport in Maine, noted as the vacation home of Franklin D. Roosevelt.









Campo Grande

 
/ˌkämpo͞o ˈɡrändə/






a city in southwestern Brazil; pop. 724,524 (2007).









camporee

 
/ˌkampəˈrē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a local or regional camping event for Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts.











– origin

 1960s: blend of camp
 1
 and jamboree
 .





campsite

 
/ˈkampˌsīt/






noun




a place used for camping.













campus

 
/ˈkampəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the grounds and buildings of a university or college




•
 
for the first year I had a room 
on campus

 .










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the grounds of a school, hospital, or other institution.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally US): from Latin 
campus

 ‘field’ (see camp
 1
 ).





campylobacter

 
/ˈkampələˌbaktər, kamˈpilə-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bacterium that sometimes causes abortion in animals and food poisoning in humans.

[Genus 
Campylobacter

 : several species, in particular 
C. jejuni

 ; curved or spiral Gram-negative bacteria.]











– origin

 1970s: modern Latin, from Greek 
kampulos

 ‘bent’ + bacterium
 .





Cam Ranh Bay

 
/ˌkam ˌrän ˈbā/






an inlet of the South China Sea, in south central Vietnam. It has been a major base for France, Japan, the former Soviet Union, and the US, which had a major installation here during the Vietnam War.










camshaft

 
/ˈkamˌSHaft/






noun




a shaft with one or more cams attached to it, especially one operating the valves in an internal combustion engine.













Camus, Albert

 
/kaˈmo͞o/






(1913–60), French novelist, playwright, and essayist; closely aligned with existentialism. Notable works: 
The Stranger

 (1942), 
The Plague

 (1947), and 
The Rebel

 (1951). Nobel Prize for Literature (1957).










can1


 
/kan/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
be able to




•
 
they can run fast




•
 
I could hear footsteps




•
 
he can't afford it.










2.
 
be able to through acquired knowledge or skill




•
 
I can speak Italian.










3.
 
have the opportunity or possibility to




•
 
there are many ways vacationers can take money abroad.










4.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — used to express doubt or surprise about the possibility of something's being the case




•
 
he can't have finished




•
 
where can she have gone?










5.
 
be permitted to




•
 
you can use the phone if you want to




•
 
nobody could legally drink on the premises.










6.
 
used to ask someone to do something




•
 
can you open the window?




•
 
can't you leave me alone?










7.
 
used to make a suggestion or offer




•
 
we can have another drink if you like.










8.
 
used to indicate that something is typically the case




•
 
antique clocks can seem out of place in modern homes




•
 
he could be very moody.

















– origin

 Old English 
cunnan

 ‘know’ (in Middle English ‘know how to’), related to Dutch 
kunnen

 and German 
können

 ; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
gnoscere

 ‘know’ and Greek 
gignōskein

 ‘know.’ / 
usage:

 Is there any difference between 
can

 and 
may

 when used to request or express permission, as in 
may

 I ask you a few questions? or 
can

 I ask you a few questions? Many people feel that 
can

 should be reserved for expressions denoting capability, as in 
can

 you swim?, rather than for those relating to permission. 
May

 is, generally speaking, a politer and more formal way of asking for something, and is the better choice in more formal contexts. See also usage at may
 1
 .






can2


 
/kan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylindrical metal container




•
 
a garbage can




•
 
a can of paint.










2.
 
a small steel or aluminum container in which food or drink is hermetically sealed for storage over long periods




•
 
soup cans.










3.
 
the quantity of food or drink held by a can




•
 
he drank two 
cans of

 beer.










4.
 
(
the can

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 prison.




5.
 
(
the can

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the toilet.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
preserve (food) in a can.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dismiss (someone) from their job




•
 
he was canned because of a fight over promotion.










3.
 
reject (something) as inadequate




•
 
the editorial team was so disappointed that they canned the project.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a can of worms






a complicated matter likely to prove awkward or embarrassing




•
 
to question the traditional model of education 
opens up

 
a can of worms

 .















2.
 
in the can








‹informal›

 on tape or film and ready to be broadcast or released.












IV.
 
derivatives





canner

 
/ˈkanər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
canne

 , related to Dutch 
kan

 and German 
Kanne

 ; either of Germanic origin or from late Latin 
canna

 .





Can.






abbreviation




Canada or Canadian.













Cana

 
/ˈkānə/






an ancient small town in Galilee where Christ is said to have performed his first miracle by changing water into wine during a marriage feast (John 2:1–11).









Canaan

 
/ˈkānən/





I.
 
the biblical name for the area of ancient Palestine west of the Jordan River, the Promised Land of the Israelites, who conquered and occupied it during the latter part of the 2nd millennium 
BC

 .







– origin

 early 17th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
Khanaan

 , from Hebrew 
kĕna`an

 .





Canaanite

 
/ˈkānəˌnīt/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the biblical area of ancient Palestine west of the River Jordan




•
 
the ancient Canaanite fertility god.














II.
 
noun




(in the Bible) a native or inhabitant of the area of ancient Palestine west of the River Jordan




•
 
the king of the Canaanites.




















Canada

 
/ˈkanədə/







1.
 
a country in northern North America, the second largest country in the world; pop. 33,487,200 (est. 2009); capital, Ottawa; official languages, English and French.





Eastern Canada was colonized by the French in the 17th century, but the British emerged as the ruling colonial power in 1763 after the Seven Years War. Canada became a federation of provinces with dominion status in 1867. The signing of the Constitution Act of 1982 was the final step in attaining legal independence from the UK; however, Canada remains a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. French-speakers are largely concentrated in Quebec, the focal point for the French-Canadian separatist movement.









Canada balsam






noun




a yellowish resin obtained from the balsam fir and used for mounting preparations on microscope slides.














Canada goose

 
/ˈkanədə ɡo͞os/






noun




a common North American goose with a black head and neck, a white chinstrap, and a loud, trumpeting call.

[
Branta canadensis

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













Canada jay






noun




another term for gray jay
 .













Canadarm

 
/ˈkanəˌdärm/





I.
 
noun




the popular name for a robotic manipulation system designed for use in zero gravity. It has accompanied numerous space missions as a component on space shuttles.











– origin

 1970s: blend of 
Canada

 (where it was manufactured) and 
arm

 .





Canada thistle






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the European creeping or field thistle, which has become naturalized as a serious weed in North America.

[
Cirsium arvense

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













Canadian

 
/kəˈnādēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Canada or its inhabitants




•
 
the Canadian government's economic policies




•
 
a culture that is distinctly Canadian.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Canada




•
 
a 27-year-old Canadian from Ontario




•
 
more than four million Canadians play hockey.














III.
 
derivatives





Canadianness






noun





















Canadian bacon






noun






(US)

 lean cured meat from the back of a pig, typically served in thick, round slices




•
 
we start by opting for leaner meats that still pack tons of flavor, including Canadian bacon.



















Canadian football

 
/kəˌnādēən ˈfo͝otbôl/






noun




a form of football played in Canada, derived from rugby but now resembling American football. There are twelve players on a side.













Canadian French






noun




the form of the French language written and spoken by French Canadians.













Canadian goose






noun




another term for Canada goose
 .













Canadianism

 
/kəˈnādēənizəm/






noun



1.
 
a word, expression, or other language feature that is characteristically Canadian




•
 
I know I use more Canadianisms, and that I raise vowels more.










2.
 
the state of being Canadian, or the character and spirit characteristic of Canadians




•
 
he seems determined to submerge his Canadianism by becoming an expert on life in the US.



















Canadian Pacific Railway






the first transcontinental railroad in Canada, completed in 1885.









Canadian River

 
South Canadian River






a river that flows for 900 miles (1,450 km) from eastern New Mexico across the Texas Panhandle and Oklahoma. Oklahoma City lies on it.










Canadian Shield






a large plateau that occupies more than two fifths of the land area of Canada and is drained by rivers flowing into Hudson Bay.

Also called Laurentian Plateau
 .









Canadian tuxedo






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹humorous›

 a denim jacket worn with a pair of jeans




•
 
if you can wear denim to the office, then you can wear a Canadian tuxedo.



















canaille

 
/kəˈnāl/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the canaille

 )


1.
 


‹derogatory›

 the common people; the masses




•
 
the haughty contempt of a grandee sneering at the canaille.

















– origin

 French, from Italian 
canaglia

 ‘pack of dogs,’ from 
cane

 ‘dog.’






canal

 
/kəˈnal/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial waterway constructed to allow the passage of boats or ships inland or to convey water for irrigation.




2.
 
a tubular duct in a plant or animal, serving to convey or contain food, liquid, or air




•
 
the ear canal.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 any of a number of linear markings formerly reported as seen by telescope on the planet Mars.

[named 
canali

 (‘channels’) by G. V. Schiaparelli (1835–1910); the markings are now thought to have arisen from eye or lens defects.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, alteration of 
chanel

 ‘channel,’ from Latin 
canalis

 ‘pipe, groove, channel,’ from 
canna

 ‘cane.’





canal boat

 
/kəˈnal bōt/






noun




a long, narrow boat used on canals.













Canaletto

 
/ˌkanəˈledō/






(1697–1768), Italian painter; born 
Giovanni Antonio Canal

 . He is noted for his paintings of Venetian festivals and scenery.









canaliculus

 
/ˌkanəˈlikyələs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small channel or duct.








II.
 
derivatives





canalicular

 
/-ˈikyələr /






adjective





















canalize

 
/ˈkan(ə)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a river) into a navigable canal.




2.
 
convey (something) through a duct or channel.




3.
 
give a direction or purpose to (something)




•
 
his strategy was to canalize the enthusiasm of the diehards into party channels.














II.
 
derivatives





canalization

 
/ˌkanələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
canaliser

 , from 
canal

 ‘channel’ (see canal
 ).





Canal Zone






see Panama Canal
 .









canapé

 
/ˈkanəˌpā ˈkanəˌpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of bread or pastry with a savory topping, often served with drinks at a reception or formal party.




2.
 
a sofa, especially a decorative French antique.











– origin

 French, 
sense

 1 being a figurative extension of the sense ‘sofa’ (as a “couch” on which to place toppings). See also canopy
 .





canard

 
/kəˈnär(d)/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unfounded rumor or story




•
 
the old canard that LA is a cultural wasteland.










2.
 
a small winglike projection attached to an aircraft forward of the main wing to provide extra stability or control, sometimes replacing the tail.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘duck,’ also ‘hoax,’ from Old French 
caner

 ‘to quack.’





Canarsie

 
/kəˈnärsē/





I.
 
a residential section of southeastern Brooklyn in New York City, along Jamaica Bay.







– origin

 named after the American Indian tribe who originally inhabited the area.





canary

 
/kəˈnerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mainly African finch with a melodious song, typically having yellowish-green plumage. One kind is popular as a pet bird and has been bred in a variety of colors, especially bright yellow.

[Genus 
Serinus

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : several species, esp. the 
island canary

 (
S. canaria

 ), which is native to the Canary Islands, the Azores, and Madeira, and from which the domestic canary was developed.]




2.
 
(also 
canary yellow

 )
 — a bright yellow color resembling the plumage of a canary.




3.
 
(also 
canary wine

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a sweet wine from the Canary Islands, similar to Madeira.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
canari

 , from Spanish 
canario

 ‘canary’ or ‘person from the Canary Islands’ (see Canary Islands
 ).





canary grass

 
/kəˈnerē ˌɡras/






noun




a tall grass of northwestern Africa and the Canary Islands, grown for its seeds, which are fed to canaries and other caged finches.

[Genus 
Phalaris

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
P. canariensis

 .]














Canary Islands

 
/kəˈnerē ˌīləndz /

 
the Canaries





I.
 
a group of islands in the Atlantic Ocean, off the northwestern coast of Africa, that forms an autonomous region of Spain; capital, Las Palmas; pop. 2,098,593 (2009).







– origin

 from French 
Canarie

 , via Spanish from Latin 
Canaria (insula

 ) ‘(island) of dogs,’ from 
canis

 ‘dog,’ one of the islands being noted in Roman times for large dogs.





canasta

 
/kəˈnastə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a card game resembling rummy, using two packs. It is usually played by two pairs of partners, and the aim is to collect sets (or melds) of cards.




2.
 
a meld of seven cards in the game of canasta.











– origin

 1940s: from Spanish (of Uruguayan origin), literally ‘basket,’ based on Latin 
canistrum

 ‘basket’ (see canister
 ).






Canaveral, Cape

 
/kəˈnav(ə)rəl/






a cape on the eastern coast of Florida, known as Cape Kennedy from 1963 until 1973. It is the site of the John F. Kennedy Space Center.









Canberra

 
/ˈkanb(ə)rə ˈkanˌberə/






the capital of Australia and seat of the federal government, in the Australian Capital Territory; it is an enclave within New South Wales; pop. 345,257 (2008).









cancan

 
/ˈkanˌkan/





I.
 
noun




a lively, high-kicking stage dance originating in 19th-century Parisian music halls and performed by women in long skirts and petticoats.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, child's word for 
canard

 ‘duck,’ from Old French 
caner

 ‘to quack.’






cancel

 
/ˈkansəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decide or announce that (an arranged or planned event) will not take place




•
 
he was forced to cancel his visit.










2.
 
annul or revoke (a formal arrangement which is in effect)




•
 
his visa had been canceled.










3.
 
abolish or make void (a financial obligation)




•
 
I intend to cancel your debt to me.










4.
 
mark, pierce, or tear (a ticket, check, or postage stamp) to show that it has been used or invalidated


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
canceled checks.










5.
 
(of a factor or circumstance) neutralize or negate the force or effect of (another)




•
 
the electric fields may 
cancel each other out

 .










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 delete (an equal factor) from both sides of an equation or from the numerator and denominator of a fraction.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark made on a postage stamp to show that it has been used.




2.
 


[Printing]

 a new page or section inserted in a book to replace the original text, typically to correct an error


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cancel title page.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘obliterate or delete writing by drawing or stamping lines across it’): from Old French 
canceller

 , from Latin 
cancellare

 , from 
cancelli

 ‘crossbars.’





cancelbot

 
/ˈkansəlˌbät/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a program that searches for and deletes specified postings from Internet newsgroups.











– origin

 1990s: from cancel
 + bot
 2
 .





canceler

 
/ˈkansələr /

 
canceller






noun




a device used to cancel something, especially one that makes a cancellation on a postage stamp.













cancellation

 
/ˌkansəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of canceling something that has been arranged or planned




•
 
train services are subject to cancellation at short notice




•
 
the project was threatened with cancellation by the government




•
 
the cancellation of the performance.










2.
 
a crossing out of something written




•
 
all cancellations on documents must be made indelibly.










3.
 
a visible or electronic mark placed on a postage stamp to show that it has been used.




4.
 


[Law]

 the annulling of a legal document




•
 
the debtor can procure cancellation if satisfied within one month.



















cancellous

 
/ˈkansələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or denoting bone tissue with a meshlike structure containing many pores, typical of the interior of mature bones.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cancelli

 ‘crossbars’ + -ous
 .






cancer

 
/ˈkansər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the disease caused by an uncontrolled division of abnormal cells in a part of the body




•
 
he's got cancer




•
 
smoking is the major cause of lung cancer.










2.
 
a malignant growth or tumor resulting from the division of abnormal cells




•
 
most skin cancers are curable.










3.
 
a practice or phenomenon perceived to be evil or destructive and hard to contain or eradicate




•
 
racism is a cancer sweeping across Europe.

















– origin

 Old English, from Latin, ‘crab or creeping ulcer,’ translating Greek 
karkinos

 , said to have been used to name such tumors because the swollen veins around them resembled the limbs of a crab. canker
 was the usual form until the 17th cent. Compare with Cancer
 .






Cancer

 
/ˈkansər/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a constellation (the Crab), said to represent a crab crushed under the foot of Hercules. It is most noted for the globular star cluster of Praesepe (the Beehive cluster).




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Cancri

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Cancri.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the fourth sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters at the northern summer solstice (about June 21).




IV.
 
(
a Cancer

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Cancer.




V.
 
phrases





tropic of Cancer






see tropic
 1
 .















– origin

 Latin.





cancer cluster






noun




a geographic area with a statistically higher than average occurrence of cancer among its residents.













Cancerian

 
/kanˈserēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Cancer




•
 
my childhood best friend is Cancerian




•
 
he has inherited his mother's Cancerian traits.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Cancer




•
 
a Cancerian can be highly emotional and moody.



















cancerous

 
/ˈkansərəs/






adjective




affected by or showing abnormalities characteristic of cancer




•
 
a cancerous tumor




•
 
if stem cells are unstable, they can become cancerous.



















cancer stick

 
/ˈkansər stik/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a cigarette.













cancroid

 
/ˈkaNGkroid/






adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 like a crab, especially in structure.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a growth) resembling cancer.













Cancún

 
/kanˈko͞on/






a resort town in southeastern Mexico, on the northeastern coast of the Yucatán Peninsula; pop. 526,701 (2005).









candela

 
/kanˈdēlə kanˈdelə /

 
cd





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of luminous intensity. One candela is the luminous intensity, in a given direction, of a source that emits monochromatic radiation of frequency 540 × 1012
 Hz and has a radiant intensity in that direction of 1/683 watt per steradian.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin, ‘candle.’





candelabrum

 
/ˌkandəˈläbrəm ˌkandəˈlabrəm/





I.
 
noun




a large branched candlestick or holder for several candles or lamps.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
candela

 (see candle
 ). / 
usage:

 Based on the Latin forms, the correct singular is 
candelabrum

 and the plural is 
candelabra

 . In practice, however, 
candelabra

 is increasingly used as the singular form, with the plural as 
candelabras

 . In the Oxford English Corpus, these forms are more common than the traditional ones and are coming to be regarded as part of standard English.





candescent

 
/kanˈdesənt/





I.
 
adjective




glowing with, or as with, heat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
candescence

 
/kənˈdesns /






noun













2.
 
candescently






adverb






















candid

 
/ˈkandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
truthful and straightforward; frank




•
 
his responses were remarkably candid




•
 
a candid discussion.










2.
 
(of a photograph of a person) taken informally, especially without the subject's knowledge.








II.
 
derivatives





candidness

 
/ˈkandədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
candidus

 ‘white.’ Subsequent early senses were ‘pure, innocent,’ ‘unbiased,’ and ‘free from malice,’ hence ‘frank’ (late 17th cent). Compare with candor
 .






candida

 
/ˈkandidə/





I.
 
noun




a yeastlike, parasitic fungus that can sometimes cause thrush.

[Genus 
Candida

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 , esp. 
C. albicans

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, feminine of Latin 
candidus

 ‘white.’





candidacy

 
/ˈkandidəsē/





I.
 
noun




the fact or condition of being considered for a particular position or status, especially in an election




•
 
he's going to announce his 
candidacy for

 the US Senate.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from candidate
 + -acy
 .






candidate

 
/ˈkandiˌdāt ˈkandidət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who applies for a job or is nominated for election




•
 
candidates applying for this position should be computer-literate




•
 
the Republican candidate.










2.
 
a person taking an examination




•
 
doctoral candidates in literature.










3.
 
a person or thing regarded as suitable for or likely to receive a particular fate, treatment, or position




•
 
she was the perfect 
candidate for

 a biography




•
 
a leading 
candidate for

 the title of New York's ugliest building.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
candidatus

 ‘white-robed,’ also denoting a candidate for office (who traditionally wore a white toga), from 
candidus

 ‘white.’





candidature

 
/ˈkan(d)ədəˌCHo͝o(ə)r ˈkan(d)əˌdāCHər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the fact or condition of being considered for a particular position or status; candidacy




•
 
she is completing her PhD candidature as a part-time student




•
 
his 
candidature for

 the presidency has received enthusiastic public support.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from candidate
 + -ure
 , probably via French.






candidiasis

 
/ˌkandəˈdīəsəs/






noun




infection with candida, especially as causing oral or vaginal thrush.













candidly

 
/ˈkandidlē/






adverb




in an honest and straightforward way; frankly




•
 
he candidly discussed his efforts to find employment.



















candiru

 
/ˌkandəˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun




a minute, slender catfish of the Amazon region that feeds by sucking blood from other fishes and sometimes enters the body orifices of mammals. It is notorious for its occasional habit of entering the urethra of human swimmers.

[
Vandellia cirrhosa

 , family 
Trichomycteridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Portuguese from Tupi 
candirú

 .






candle

 
/ˈkandl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylinder or block of wax or tallow with a central wick that is lit to produce light as it burns.




2.
 
(also 
international candle

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 a unit of luminous intensity, superseded by the candela.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a poultry breeder) test (an egg) for freshness or fertility by holding it to the light.








III.
 
phrases





be unable to hold a candle to








‹informal›

 be not nearly as good as




•
 
nobody in the final could hold a candle to her.


















IV.
 
derivatives





candler

 
/ˈkandlər, -dl-ər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
candel

 , from Latin 
candela

 , from 
candere

 ‘be white or glisten.’






candleberry

 
/ˈkandlˌberē/






noun




any of a number of trees or shrubs whose berries or seeds yield a wax or oil that can be used for making candles, in particular

[● a bayberry or related North American shrub (genus 
Myrica

 , family 
Myricaceae

 ). ● the candlenut.]














candlefish

 
/ˈkandlˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a small, edible marine fish with oily flesh, occurring on the west coast of North America.

Also called eulachon
 . [
Thaleichthys pacificus

 , family 
Osmeridae

 .]











– origin

 so named because the Chinook Indians formerly burned the oily bodies of these fish as candles.





candleholder

 
/ˈkandlˌhōldər/






noun




a holder or support for a candle, typically one that is small or sturdy.













candlelight

 
/ˈkandlˌlīt/






noun




dim light provided by a candle or candles




•
 
we dined 
by candlelight

 .



















candlelit

 
/ˈkandlˌlit/






adjective




lit by a candle or candles




•
 
a romantic candlelit dinner.




















Candlemas

 
/ˈkandlməs/





I.
 
noun




a Christian festival held on February 2 to commemorate the purification of the Virgin Mary (after childbirth, according to Jewish law) and the presentation of Christ in the Temple. Candles were traditionally blessed at this festival.











– origin

 Old English 
Candelmæsse

 (see candle
 , Mass
 ).





candlenut

 
/ˈkandlˌnət/






noun




an evergreen tree of the spurge family, with large seeds that yield an oil used for lighting and other purposes, native to Southeast Asia and the South Pacific islands.

Also called candleberry
 . [
Aleurites moluccana

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]













candlepower

 
/ˈkandlˌpou(ə)r/






noun




illuminating power expressed in candelas or candles


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a 16-candlepower lamp.



















candlestick

 
/ˈkandlˌstik/






noun




a support or holder for one or more candles, typically one that is tall and thin.













candlewick

 
/ˈkandlˌwik/






noun



1.
 
a thick, soft cotton fabric with a raised, tufted pattern


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a candlewick dressing gown.










2.
 
the yarn used to make candlewick.




3.
 
tufted embroidery work made with heavy cotton yarn similar to that used to make wicks for candles.













can-do

 
/ˌkan ˈdo͞o/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 characterized by or exhibiting a determination or willingness to take action and achieve results




•
 
I like his can-do attitude.



















candomblé

 
/ˌkandōmˈblā/





I.
 
noun




Brazilian sect of the macumba cult.











– origin

 Brazilian Portuguese.






candor

 
/ˈkandər /

 


‹Brit.›

 candour





I.
 
noun




the quality of being open and honest in expression; frankness




•
 
a man of refreshing candor.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
candor

 ‘whiteness.’ The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.; the development of the senses paralleled that of candid
 .





CANDU

 
/ˈkanˌdo͞o, -ˈdo͞o /

 
Candu





I.
 
noun




a nuclear reactor of a Canadian design in which the fuel is unenriched uranium oxide clad in zircaloy and the coolant and moderator is heavy water.











– origin

 from 
Can(ada)

 + the initial letters of deuterium
 and uranium
 .





C & W

 
//






abbreviation




country and western (music).














candy

 
/ˈkandē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
sugar candy

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a sweet food made with sugar or syrup combined with fruit, chocolate, or nuts


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a candy bar




•
 
pink and yellow candies.










2.
 
sugar crystallized by repeated boiling and slow evaporation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
candied

 )


1.
 
preserve (fruit) by coating and impregnating it with a sugar syrup




•
 
candied fruit.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): the noun use is from late Middle English 
sugar-candy

 , from French 
sucre candi

 ‘crystallized sugar,’ from Arabic 
sukkar

 ‘sugar’ + 
qandī

 ‘candied,’ based on Sanskrit 
khaṇḍa

 ‘fragment.’





candy apple






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an apple coated with a thin layer of cooked sugar or caramel and fixed on a stick.




2.
 
(also 
candy-apple red

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a bright red color.













candy-ass

 
/ˈkandē as/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a timid, cowardly, or despicable person.








II.
 
derivatives





candy-assed






adjective





















candy cane

 
/ˈkandē kān/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cylindrical stick of striped, sweet candy with a curved end, resembling a walking stick.













candy corn






noun




a form of chewy candy shaped like a large kernel of corn.













candyman

 
/ˈkandēˌman/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who sells illegal drugs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from candy
 + man
 , an earlier sense denoting a ragman who gave toffee in exchange for goods.





candy-striped

 
/ˈkandē ˌstrīpt/





I.
 
adjective




(of material or a garment) patterned with alternating stripes of white and another color, typically pink.








II.
 
derivatives





candy-stripe






adjective, noun





















candy-striper

 
/ˈkandēˌstrīpər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a teenage girl who does volunteer nursing in a hospital.











– origin

 so named because of the candy-striped uniforms of such nurses.





candytuft

 
/ˈkandēˌtəft/





I.
 
noun




a European plant with small heads of white, pink, or purple flowers, often cultivated as a garden plant.

[Genus 
Iberis

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from 
Candy

 (obsolete form of 
Candia

 , former name of Crete) + tuft
 .






cane

 
/kān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hollow, jointed stem of a tall grass, especially bamboo or sugar cane, or the stem of a slender palm such as rattan.




2.
 
any plant that produces canes.




3.
 
stems of bamboo, rattan, or wicker used as a material for making furniture or baskets


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cane coffee table.










4.
 
short for sugar cane
 .




5.
 
a flexible, woody stem of the raspberry plant or any of its relatives.




6.
 
a length of cane or a slender stick, especially one used as a support for plants, as a walking stick, or as an instrument of punishment.




7.
 
(
the cane

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a form of corporal punishment used in certain schools, involving beating with a cane




•
 
wrong answers were rewarded by the cane.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat with a cane as a punishment.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
caned

 )
 — make or repair (furniture) with cane




•
 
armchairs with caned seats.














III.
 
derivatives





caner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
kanna

 , 
kannē

 , of Semitic origin.






canebrake

 
/ˈkānˌbrāk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a piece of ground covered with a dense growth of canes.













cane chair






noun




a chair with a seat made of woven cane strips.













cane corso

 
/ˌkänā ˈkôrsō/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a large, athletic breed of mastiff, developed in Italy




•
 
Hercules is a black cane corso who tips the scale at about 150 pounds.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘Corsican dog,’ from 
cane

 ‘dog’ and 
corso

 ‘Corsican.’





cane rat






noun




a large, ratlike, African rodent found in wetlands south of the Sahara. It is often a pest of sugar plantations.

[Family 
Thryonomyidae

 and genus 
Thryonomys

 : two species.]













cane sugar

 
/ˌkān ˈSHo͝oɡər/






noun




sugar obtained from sugar cane.













Canes Venatici

 
/ˈkānēz vəˈnatəsē, -ˌsī /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small northern constellation (the Hunting Dogs), said to represent two dogs (Asterion and Chara) held on a leash by Boötes.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Canum Venaticorum

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Canum Venaticorum.













– origin

 Latin.






cane toad






noun




a large brown toad native to tropical America. It has been introduced elsewhere as a pest control agent but can become a serious pest itself, partly because animals eating it are killed by its toxins.

Also called marine toad
 , giant toad
 . [
Bufo marinus

 , family 
Bufonidae

 .]













Canetti, Elias

 
/kəˈnetē/






(1905–94), British writer; born in Bulgaria. Notable works: 
Auto-da-Fé

 (1936) and 
Crowds and Power

 (1960). Nobel Prize for Literature (1981).









Canfield

 
/ˈkanfēld/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a form of the card game solitaire.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Richard A. 
Canfield

 (1855–1914), an American gambler.





canicular

 
/kəˈnikyələr/






adjective



1.
 
pertaining to a dog, in particular




2.
 
of or pertaining to the Dog Star, Sirius.




3.
 
of or pertaining to the dog days.














canid

 
/ˈkanid, ˈkā-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the dog family (
Canidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Canidae

 (plural), from Latin 
canis

 ‘dog.’





canine

 
/ˈkāˌnīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling a dog or dogs




•
 
canine distemper virus.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 of or relating to animals of the dog family.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for canid
 .




3.
 
(also 
canine tooth

 )
 — a pointed tooth between the incisors and premolars of a mammal, often greatly enlarged in carnivores.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from French, from Latin 
caninus

 , from 
canis

 ‘dog.’





canine distemper






noun




see distemper
 1
 (
sense

 1).













Canis Major

 
/ˈkānis, ˈkan- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small constellation (the Great Dog), said to represent one of the dogs following Orion. It is just south of the celestial equator and contains the brightest star, Sirius.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Canis Majoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Eta Canis Majoris.













– origin

 Latin.





Canis Minor

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small constellation (the Little Dog), said to represent one of the dogs following Orion. It is close to the celestial equator and contains the bright star Procyon.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Canis Minoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Canis Minoris.













– origin

 Latin.






canister

 
/ˈkanəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round or cylindrical container, typically one made of metal, used for storing such things as food, chemicals, or rolls of film.




2.
 
a cylinder of pressurized gas, typically one that explodes when thrown or fired from a gun




•
 
riot police fired tear-gas canisters into the crowd.










3.
 


‹historical›

 small bullets packed in cases that fit the bore of an artillery piece or gun




•
 
another deadly volley of canister.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a basket): from Latin 
canistrum

 , from Greek 
kanastron

 ‘wicker basket,’ from 
kanna

 ‘cane, reed’ (see cane
 ).






canker

 
/ˈkaNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a necrotic, fungal disease of apple and other trees that results in damage to the bark.




2.
 
an open lesion in plant tissue caused by infection or injury.




3.
 
fungal rot in some fruits and vegetables, e.g., parsnips and tomatoes.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 an ulcerous condition or disease, in particular




5.
 
(also 
canker sore

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a small ulcer of the mouth or lips.




6.
 
another term for thrush
 2
 (
sense

 2).




7.
 
ulceration of the throat and other orifices of birds, typically caused by a protozoal infection.




8.
 
(also 
ear canker

 )
 — inflammation of the ear of a dog, cat, or rabbit, typically caused by a mite infestation.




9.
 
a malign and corrupting influence that is difficult to eradicate


[in 
sing.

 ]


•
 
racism remains a canker at the heart of the nation.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of woody plant tissue) become infected with canker


(as 
noun

 
cankering

 )


•
 
we found some cankering of the wood.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
cankered

 )
 — infect with a pervasive and corrupting bitterness




•
 
he hated her with a cankered, shameful abhorrence.














III.
 
derivatives





cankerous

 
/ˈkaNGk(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a tumor): from Old French 
chancre

 , from Latin 
cancer

 ‘crab’ (see cancer
 ).





cankerworm

 
/ˈkaNGkərˌwərm/






noun




the caterpillar of a North American moth that has wingless females. Cankerworms consume the buds and leaves of trees and can be a major pest.

[Several species in the family 
Geometridae

 , in particular 
Paleacrita vernata

 and 
Alsophila pometaria

 .]













cankle

 
/ˈkaNGkəl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an unusually thick or stout ankle.











– origin

 blend of 
calf

 and 
ankle

 .





Canmore

 
/ˈkanmôr/






the nickname of Malcolm III of Scotland (see Malcolm
 ).










canna

 
/ˈkanə /

 
canna lily





I.
 
noun




a lilylike, tropical American plant with bright flowers and ornamental straplike leaves.

[Genus 
Canna

 , family 
Cannaceae

 : several species, in particular forms of Indian shot (
C. indica

 ), which are widely naturalized.]











– origin

 from modern Latin, from Latin 
canna

 ‘cane, reed’ (see cane
 ).





cannabin

 
/ˈkanəbən/






noun




a poisonous resin extracted from cannabis.













cannabinoid

 
/ˈkanəbəˌnoid, kəˈnabə-/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of closely related compounds that include cannabinol and the active constituents of cannabis.













cannabinol

 
/ˈkanəbəˌnôl, kəˈnabənôl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound whose derivatives, especially THC, are the active constituents of cannabis.

[A polycyclic phenol; chem. formula: C21
 H26
 O2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cannabis
 + -ol
 .






cannabis

 
/ˈkanəbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall plant with a stiff upright stem, divided serrated leaves, and glandular hairs. It is used to produce hemp fiber and as a psychotropic drug.

Also called hemp
 , marijuana
 . [
Cannabis sativa

 , family 
Cannabaceae

 (or 
Cannabidaceae

 ): two subspecies (sometimes considered two species), 
C. s. sativa

 , which is chiefly used for hemp, and 
C. s. indica

 , from which the drug is usually obtained.]




2.
 
a dried preparation of the flowering tops or other parts of this plant, or a resinous extract of it (
cannabis resin

 ), used (generally illegally) as a psychotropic drug, chiefly in cigarettes.











– origin

 from Latin, from Greek 
kannabis

 .





canned

 
/kand/






adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) preserved or supplied in a sealed can




•
 
canned beans.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 (of music, laughter, or applause) prerecorded and therefore considered to be lacking in freshness and spontaneity.













cannel coal

 
/ˈkanl ˌkōl/





I.
 
noun




a hard, compact kind of bituminous coal.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally a northern English usage): of unknown origin.





cannellini bean

 
/ˌkanlˈēnē ˌbēn/





I.
 
noun




a kidney-shaped bean of a medium-sized, creamy-white variety.











– origin

 Italian 
cannellini

 , literally ‘small tubes.’





cannelloni

 
/ˌkanəˈlōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rolls of pasta stuffed with a meat or vegetable mixture.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — an Italian dish consisting of stuffed rolls of pasta cooked in a cheese sauce.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘large tubes,’ from 
cannello

 ‘tube.’





cannelure

 
/ˈkanlˌ(y)o͞oər/





I.
 
noun




a groove around the cylindrical part of a bullet.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
canneler

 ‘provide with a channel,’ from 
canne

 ‘reed, cane.’





cannery

 
/ˈkanərē/






noun




a factory where food is canned.













Cannes

 
/kan, kän/






a resort on the Mediterranean coast of France; pop. 71,526 (2006). An international film festival is held here annually.










cannibal

 
/ˈkanəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who eats the flesh of other human beings


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
cannibal tribes.










2.
 
an animal that feeds on flesh of its own species.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cannibalistic

 
/ˌkanəbəˈlistik /






adjective













2.
 
cannibalistically

 
/ˌkanəbəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
Canibales

 (plural), variant (recorded by Columbus) of 
Caribes

 , the name of a West Indian people reputed to eat humans (see Carib
 ).





cannibalism

 
/ˈkanibəlizəm/






noun




the practice of eating the flesh of one's own species




•
 
the film is quite disturbing at points with references to cannibalism




•
 
to avoid cannibalism caterpillars were reared individually.



















cannibalize

 
/ˈkanəbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use (a machine) as a source of spare parts for another, similar machine.




•
 
cannibalizing two broken-down cars might provide spare parts to make one working car.




•
 


‹figurative›

 high culture should cannibalize mass culture.










2.
 
(of a company) reduce the sales of (one of its products) by introducing another similar product.




3.
 
(of an animal) eat (an animal of its own kind)




•
 
female spiders cannibalize courting males.














II.
 
derivatives





cannibalization

 
/ˌkanəbələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Cannizzaro, Stanislao

 
/ˌkänēdˈzärō/






(1826–1910), Italian chemist. He revived Avogadro's law and used it to distinguish clearly between atoms and molecules and to introduce the unified system of atomic and molecular weights.









cannoli

 
/kəˈnōlē/





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 Italian pastries in the form of hard tubular shells filled with sweetened ricotta cheese and often containing nuts, citron, or chocolate bits.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
cannolo

 , from 
canna

 ‘reed,’ from Greek 
kanna

 , of Semitic origin.






cannon

 
/ˈkanən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 usu. same)
 — a large, heavy piece of artillery, typically mounted on wheels, formerly used in warfare.




2.
 
an automatic heavy gun that fires shells from an aircraft or tank.




3.
 


[Billiards]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a carom.

[early 19th cent.: alteration of carom
 .]




4.
 


[Engineering]

 a heavy cylinder or hollow drum that is able to rotate independently on a shaft.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Billiards]

 
[Snooker]

 make a cannon shot.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
canon

 , from Italian 
cannone

 ‘large tube,’ from 
canna

 ‘cane, reed’ (see cane
 ).





cannonade

 
/ˌkanəˈnād/





I.
 
noun




a period of continuous, heavy gunfire.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge heavy guns continuously


(as 
noun

 
cannonading

 )


•
 
the daily cannonading continued.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
cannonata

 , from 
cannone

 (see cannon
 ).





cannonball

 
/ˈkanənˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a round metal or stone projectile fired from a cannon in former times.




2.
 
(also 
cannonball dive

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a jump into water performed upright with the knees clasped to the chest.













cannon bone

 
/ˈkanən bōn/






noun




a long, tube-shaped bone in the lower leg of a horse or other large quadruped, between the fetlock and the knee or hock.













cannoneer

 
/ˌkanəˈnir/






noun






‹historical›

 an artilleryman who positioned and fired a cannon.














cannon fodder

 
/ˈkanən ˈfädər/






noun




soldiers regarded merely as material to be expended in war.













cannonry

 
/ˈkanənrē/






noun




the use or discharge of cannon; artillery.













cannot

 
/kəˈnät ˈkanˌät/





I.
 
contraction




can not.











usage:

 Both the one-word form 
cannot

 and the two-word form 
can not

 are acceptable, but 
cannot

 is more common (in the Oxford English Corpus, three times as common). The two-word form is better only in a construction in which 
not

 is part of a set phrase, such as ‘not only … but (also)’: Paul can not only sing well, but he also paints brilliantly.





cannula

 
/ˈkanyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Surgery]

 a thin tube inserted into a vein or body cavity to administer medicine, drain off fluid, or insert a surgical instrument.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘small reed,’ diminutive of 
canna

 (see cane
 ).





cannulate

 
/ˈkanyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Surgery]

 introduce a cannula or thin tube into (a vein or body cavity).








II.
 
derivatives





cannulation

 
/ˌkanyəˈlāSHən /






noun






















canny

 
/ˈkanē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing shrewdness and good judgment, especially in money or business matters




•
 
canny shoppers came early for a bargain.










2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 pleasant; nice




•
 
she's a canny lass.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cannily

 
/ˈkanəlē /






adverb













2.
 
canniness

 
/ˈkanēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally Scots): from can
 1
 (in the obsolete sense ‘know’) + -y
 1
 .





canoe

 
/kəˈno͞o/





I.
 
noun




a narrow, keelless boat with pointed ends, propelled by a paddle or paddles.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel in or paddle a canoe




•
 
he had once canoed down the Nile.














III.
 
derivatives





canoeist

 
/kəˈno͞oəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
canoa

 , from Arawak, from Carib 
canaoua

 .





canoeing

 
/kəˈno͞oiNG/






noun




the sport or activity of paddling a light, narrow boat




•
 
the cadets demonstrated their skills at canoeing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a canoeing trip.



















canola

 
/kəˈnōlə/





I.
 
noun




oilseed rape of a variety developed in Canada and grown in North America. It yields a valuable culinary oil.











– origin

 1970s: from Canada
 + 
-ola

 (based on Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil’).






canon1


 
/ˈkanən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a general law, rule, principle, or criterion by which something is judged




•
 
the appointment violated 
the canons of

 fair play and equal opportunity.










2.
 
a church decree or law




•
 
a set of ecclesiastical canons.










3.
 
a collection or list of sacred books accepted as genuine




•
 
the formation of the biblical canon.










4.
 
the works of a particular author or artist that are recognized as genuine




•
 
the Shakespeare canon.










5.
 
the list of works considered to be permanently established as being of the highest quality




•
 
Hopkins was firmly established in the canon of English poetry.










6.
 
(also 
canon of the Mass

 )
 — (in the Roman Catholic Church) the part of the Mass containing the words of consecration.




7.
 


[Music]

 a piece in which the same melody is begun in different parts successively, so that the imitations overlap.








II.
 
phrases





in canon








[Music]

 with different parts successively beginning the same melody.















– origin

 Old English: from Latin, from Greek 
kanōn

 ‘rule,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
canon

 .





canon2


 
/ˈkanən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the clergy who is on the staff of a cathedral, especially one who is a member of the chapter. The position is frequently conferred as an honorary one.




2.
 
(also 
canon regular

 or 
regular canon

 )
 — (in the Roman Catholic Church) a member of certain orders of clergy that live communally according to an ecclesiastical rule in the same way as monks.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘canon regular’): from Old French 
canonie

 , from Latin 
canonicus

 ‘according to rule’ (see canonic
 ). The other sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





cañon

 
/ˈkanyən/






noun




archaic spelling of canyon
 .














canon cancrizans

 
/ˌkanən ˈkaNGkrəzanz/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a canon in which the theme or subject is repeated backward in the second part.

Also called crab canon
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from canon
 1
 + medieval Latin 
cancrizans

 ‘walking backward’ (from 
cancer

 ‘crab’).





canoness

 
/ˈkanənəs/






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a member of certain religious orders of women living communally according to an ecclesiastical rule in the same way as nuns.














canonic

 
/kəˈnänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 in canon form.




2.
 
another term for canonical
 .











– origin

 Old English (as a noun): from Old French 
canonique

 or Latin 
canonicus

 ‘canonical,’ from Greek 
kanonikos

 , from 
kanon

 ‘rule’ (see canon
 1
 ). The adjective dates from the late 15th cent.






canonical

 
/kəˈnänək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
according to or ordered by canon law




•
 
the canonical rites of the Roman Church.










2.
 
included in the list of sacred books officially accepted as genuine




•
 
the canonical Gospels of the New Testament.










3.
 
accepted as being accurate and authoritative




•
 
the canonical method of comparative linguistics.










4.
 
(of an artist or work) belonging to the literary or artistic canon




•
 
canonical writers like Jane Austen.










5.
 
according to recognized rules or scientific laws




•
 
canonical nucleotide sequences.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or relating to a general rule or standard formula.




7.
 
of or relating to a cathedral chapter or a member of it.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
canonicals

 )


1.
 
the prescribed official dress of the clergy




•
 
Cardinal Bea in full canonicals.














III.
 
derivatives





canonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
canonicalis

 , from Latin 
canonicus

 (see canonic
 ).





canonical hours






plural noun



1.
 
the times of daily Christian prayer appointed in the breviary.




2.
 
the offices set for canonical hours, namely matins with lauds, prime, terce, sext, nones, vespers, and compline.













canonicity

 
/ˌkanəˈnisədē/






noun




the fact or status of being canonical




•
 
established standards of canonicity.



















canonist

 
/ˈkanənəst/





I.
 
noun




an expert in canon law.








II.
 
derivatives





canonistic

 
/ˌkanəˈnistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
canoniste

 or medieval Latin 
canonista

 , from Latin 
canon

 (see canon
 1
 ).





canonize

 
/ˈkanəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) officially declare (a dead person) to be a saint




•
 
he was the last English saint to be canonized prior to the Reformation.










2.
 
regard as being above reproach or of great significance




•
 
we have canonized freedom of speech as an absolute value overriding all others.










3.
 
accept into the literary or artistic canon


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a familiar, canonized writer.










4.
 
sanction by Church authority.








II.
 
derivatives





canonization

 
/kanənəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
canonizare

 ‘admit as authoritative’ (in medieval Latin ‘admit to the list of recognized saints’), from Latin 
canon

 (see canon
 1
 ).





canon law

 
/ˈkanən ˌlô/






noun




ecclesiastical law, especially (in the Roman Catholic Church) that laid down by papal pronouncements.













canonry

 
/ˈkanənrē/






noun




the office or benefice of a canon.













canoodle

 
/kəˈno͞odl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 kiss and cuddle amorously




•
 
she was caught 
canoodling with

 her boyfriend.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





Canopic jar

 
/kəˈnōpik, -ˈnäpik /

 
Canopic vase





I.
 
noun




a covered urn used in ancient Egyptian burials to hold the entrails from an embalmed body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
Canopic

 from Latin 
Canopicus

 , from 
Canopus

 , the name of a town in ancient Egypt.





Canopus

 
/kəˈnōpəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the second-brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Carina. It is a supergiant, visible only to observers in the southern hemisphere and the southern part of the northern hemisphere.







– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
Kanōpus

 , the name of the pilot of the fleet of King Menelaus in the Trojan War.






canopy

 
/ˈkanəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental cloth covering hung or held up over something, especially a throne or bed




•
 
a romantic four-poster bed complete with drapes and a canopy




•
 


‹figurative›

 a full moon and a canopy of stars.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 a rooflike projection or shelter




•
 
they mounted the station steps under the concrete canopy.










3.
 
the transparent plastic or glass cover of an aircraft's cockpit.




4.
 
the expanding, umbrellalike part of a parachute, made of silk or nylon.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the uppermost trees or branches of the trees in a forest, forming a more or less continuous layer of foliage




•
 
monkeys spend hours every day sitting high in the canopy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
canopied

 )


1.
 
cover or provide with a canopy




•
 
a canopied bed




•
 
the river was canopied by overhanging trees.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
canopeum

 ‘ceremonial canopy,’ alteration of Latin 
conopeum

 ‘mosquito net over a bed,’ from Greek 
kōnōpeion

 ‘couch with mosquito curtains,’ from 
kōnōps

 ‘mosquito.’





canorous

 
/kəˈnôrəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (of song or speech) melodious or resonant.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
canorus

 (from 
canere

 ‘sing’) + -ous
 .





canst

 
/kanst/






archaic second person singular present of can
 1
 .










cant1


 
/kant/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hypocritical and sanctimonious talk, typically of a moral, religious, or political nature




•
 
the liberal case against all censorship is often cant.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a phrase or catchword temporarily current or in fashion




•
 
they are misrepresented as, in the cant word of our day, uncaring.










3.
 
language peculiar to a specified group or profession and regarded with disparagement




•
 
thieves' cant.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 talk hypocritically and sanctimoniously about something




•
 
if they'd stop canting about “honest work,” they might get somewhere.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from Latin 
cantare

 ‘to sing’ (see chant
 ). The early meaning was ‘musical sound, singing’; in the mid 17th cent. this gave rise to the senses ‘whining manner of speaking’ and ‘form of words repeated mechanically in such a manner’ (for example a beggar's plea), hence ‘jargon’ (of beggars and other such groups).






cant2


 
/kant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to be in a slanting or oblique position; tilt




•
 
he canted his head to look at the screen.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take or have a slanting position




•
 
mismatched slate roofs canted at all angles.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a slope or tilt




•
 
the outward cant of the curving walls.










2.
 
a wedge-shaped block of wood, especially one remaining after the better-quality pieces have been cut off.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting an edge or brink): from Middle Low German 
kant

 , 
kante

 , Middle Dutch 
cant

 ‘point, side, edge,’ based on a Romance word related to medieval Latin 
cantus

 ‘corner, side.’





Cant.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Canticles.













can't

 
/kant/






contraction




cannot.













cantabile

 
/känˈtäbəˌlā /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




in a smooth singing style.








II.
 
noun




a cantabile passage or movement.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘singable.’





Cantabrigian

 
/ˌkan(t)əˈbrijēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Cambridge (in England) or Cambridge University.








II.
 
noun




a student or faculty member of Cambridge University.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
Cantabrigia

 (see Cambridge
 ) + -ian
 .





cantal

 
/ˈkanˈtäl, käN-/





I.
 
noun




a hard, strong cheese made chiefly in the Auvergne.











– origin

 named after 
Cantal

 , a department of Auvergne, France.





cantaloupe

 
/ˈkan(t)əˌlōp /

 
cantaloupe melon





I.
 
noun




a small, round melon of a variety with orange flesh and ribbed skin.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
cantaloup

 , from 
Cantaluppi

 near Rome, where it was first grown in Europe after being introduced from Armenia.





cantankerous

 
/kanˈtaNGk(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




bad-tempered, argumentative, and uncooperative




•
 
a crusty, cantankerous old man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cantankerously

 
/kanˈtaNGk(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
cantankerousness

 
/kanˈtaNGk(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps a blend of Anglo-Irish 
cant

 ‘auction’ and 
rancorous

 (see rancor
 ).





cantata

 
/kənˈtädə/





I.
 
noun




a medium-length narrative piece of music for voices with instrumental accompaniment, typically with solos, chorus, and orchestra.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian 
cantata (aria

 ) ‘sung (air),’ from 
cantare

 ‘sing.’





cant dog






noun




another term for cant hook
 .













canteen

 
/kanˈtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a restaurant provided by an organization such as a military camp, college, factory, or company for its soldiers, students, staff, etc.




2.
 
a small water bottle, as used by soldiers or campers.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally denoting a type of shop in a barracks or garrison town): from French 
cantine

 , from Italian 
cantina

 ‘cellar.’






canter

 
/ˈkan(t)ər/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a three-beat gait of a horse or other quadruped between a trot and a gallop




•
 
he kicked his horse into a canter




•
 
I rode away 
at a canter

 .










2.
 
a ride on a horse at the gait of a canter




•
 
we came back from one of our canters.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) move at a canter in a particular direction




•
 
they cantered down into the village.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a horse) move at a canter




•
 
Katharine cantered Benji in a smaller and smaller circle.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a verb): short for 
Canterbury pace

 or 
Canterbury gallop

 , from the supposed easy pace of medieval pilgrims to Canterbury
 .






Canterbury

 
/ˈkan(t)ərˌberē ˈkan(t)ərb(ə)rē /ˈkan(t)ərˌberē ˈkan(t)ərb(ə)rē//






a city in Kent, in southeastern England, the seat of the archbishop of Canterbury; pop. 41,900 (est. 2009).









Canterbury, Archbishop of






noun




the archbishop of the southern province of the Church of England, who is Primate of All England and plays a leading role in the worldwide Anglican Church.













Canterbury bell

 
/ˈkan(t)ərˌbərē ˈbel ˈkan(t)ərˌberē ˈbel/





I.
 
noun




a tall, sturdy cultivated bellflower with large blue, pink, or white flowers.

[
Campanula medium

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: named after the bells on Canterbury pilgrims' horses (see canter
 ).






cantharides

 
/kanˈTHerəˌdēz/





I.
 
plural noun




see Spanish fly
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, plural of 
cantharis

 , from Greek 
kantharis

 ‘Spanish fly.’





cantharus

 
/ˈkanTHərəs/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece and Rome) a large, two-handled drinking cup.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
kantharos

 .






cant hook






noun




a hinged metal hook at the end of a long handle, used for gripping and rolling logs.













canthus

 
/ˈkanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




the outer or inner corner of the eye, where the upper and lower lids meet.








II.
 
derivatives





canthic

 
/ˈkanTHik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
kanthos

 .





canticle

 
/ˈkan(t)ək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hymn or chant, typically with a biblical text, forming a regular part of a church service.




2.
 
(
Canticles

 or 
Canticle of Canticles

 )
 — another name for Song of Songs
 (esp. in the Vulgate Bible).











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
canticulum

 ‘little song,’ diminutive of 
canticum

 , from 
canere

 ‘sing.’





cantilena

 
/ˌkantəˈlēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a lyrical vocal or instrumental melody in a composition.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin, ‘song.’





cantilever

 
/ˈkan(t)lˌēvər ˈkan(t)lˌevər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long projecting beam or girder fixed at only one end, used chiefly in bridge construction.




2.
 
a long bracket or beam projecting from a wall to support a balcony, cornice, or similar structure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
cantilevered

 )


1.
 
support by a cantilever or cantilevers




•
 
a cantilevered deck.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — project as or like a cantilever




•
 
a conveyor cantilevered out over the river.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





cantilever bridge






noun




a bridge in which each span is constructed from cantilevers built out sideways from piers.













cantillate

 
/ˈkantəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 chant or intone (a passage of religious text).








II.
 
derivatives





cantillation

 
/ˌkantlˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cantillat-

 ‘hummed,’ from the verb 
cantillare

 , from 
cantare

 (see chant
 ).





cantina

 
/kanˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in a Spanish-speaking country or the southwestern US) a bar.




2.
 
(in Italy) a wine shop.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish and Italian.





canting arms





I.
 
plural noun






[Heraldry]

 arms containing an allusion to the name of the bearer.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
canting

 from cant
 1
 , in the obsolete sense ‘speak, say (in a particular way).’





cantle

 
/ˈkan(t)l/





I.
 
noun




the raised, curved part at the back of a horse's saddle.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘a corner’): from Anglo-Norman French 
cantel

 , variant of Old French 
chantel

 , from medieval Latin 
cantellus

 , from 
cantus

 ‘corner, side.’





canto

 
/ˈkanˌtō/





I.
 
noun




one of the sections into which certain long poems are divided.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘song,’ from Latin 
cantus

 .






canton

 
/ˈkanˌtän ˈkant(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subdivision of a country established for political or administrative purposes.




2.
 
a state of the Swiss Confederation.




3.
 

/ˈkant(ə)n /

 — 

[Heraldry]

 a square charge smaller than a quarter and positioned in the upper (usually dexter) corner of a shield.








II.
 
derivatives





cantonal

 
/kanˈtänəl ˈkant(ə)nəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French, literally ‘corner,’ from Provençal, based on a Romance word related to medieval Latin 
cantus

 (see cant
 2
 ).






Canton1


 
/kanˈtän/






another name for Guangzhou
 .









Canton2


 
/ˈkant(ə)n/






an industrial city in northeastern Ohio; pop. 78,362 (est. 2008). The Professional Football Hall of Fame is here.










Cantonese

 
/ˌkantəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Canton (Guangzhou), its inhabitants, their dialect, or their cuisine.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Canton.




2.
 
a form of Chinese spoken mainly in southeastern China (including Hong Kong).

Also called Yue
 .













cantonment

 
/kanˈtōnmənt kanˈtänmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military garrison or camp.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a permanent military station in British India.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
cantonnement

 , from 
cantonner

 ‘to quarter’ (see canton
 ).





cantor

 
/ˈkan(t)ər ˈkan(t)ôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official who sings liturgical music and leads prayer in a synagogue.

Also called hazzan
 .




2.
 
(in formal Christian worship) a person who sings solo verses or passages to which the choir or congregation responds.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘singer,’ from 
canere

 ‘sing.’





Cantor, Georg

 
/ˈkantər/






(1845–1918), German mathematician; born in Russia. His work on numbers laid the foundations for the theory of sets and stimulated 20th-century exploration of number theory.










cantorial

 
/kanˈtôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a cantor.




2.
 
relating to or denoting the north side of the choir of a church, the side on which the cantor sits.

The opposite of decanal
 .













cantrip

 
/ˈkantrip/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 a mischievous or playful act; a trick.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘witch's trick’): of unknown origin.





cantus

 
/ˈkan(t)əs/





I.
 
noun




the highest voice in polyphonic choral music.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin.





cantus firmus

 
/ˌkan(t)əs ˈfərməs/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an existing melody used as the basis for a polyphonic composition.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘firm song.’





Canuck

 
/kəˈnək /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Canadian (sometimes derogatory in US use)




•
 
as a true Canuck, Hayden loves pizza.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a French Canadian.








II.
 
adjective




Canadian




•
 
an impressive lineup of Canuck screen veterans.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from Canada
 .





Canute

 
/kəˈn(y)o͞ot /

 
Cnut
 , Knut






(died 1035), Danish king of England 1017–35, Denmark 1018–35, and Norway 1028–35; son of Sweyn I.










canvas

 
/ˈkanvəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong, coarse unbleached cloth made from hemp, flax, cotton, or a similar yarn, used to make items such as sails and tents and as a surface for oil painting


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a canvas bag.










2.
 
a piece of canvas cloth prepared for use as the surface for an oil painting.




3.
 
an oil painting




•
 
Turner's late canvases.










4.
 
a variety of canvas with an open weave, used as a basis for tapestry and embroidery.




5.
 
(
the canvas

 )
 — the floor of a boxing or wrestling ring, having a canvas covering.




6.
 
either of a racing boat's tapering ends, originally covered with canvas.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be canvased

 )


1.
 
cover with canvas




•
 
the door had been canvased over.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by a canvas






(in boat racing) by a small margin.

[referring to the tapered front end of a racing boat (see above).]









2.
 
under canvas





a.
 
in a tent or tents




•
 
the family will be living under canvas.










b.
 
with sails spread.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
canevas

 , based on Latin 
cannabis

 ‘hemp,’ from Greek 
kannabis

 .





canvasback

 
/ˈkanvəsˌbak/





I.
 
noun




a North American diving duck with a long, sloping black bill, related (and with similar coloring) to the pochard, common in Eurasia.

[
Aythya valisineria

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: so named because of the white back of the male.





canvas duck






noun




a lightweight cotton or linen fabric.













canvass

 
/ˈkanvəs/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — solicit votes from (electors in a constituency)




•
 
in each ward, two workers canvassed some 2,000 voters




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
canvassed for

 votes.










2.
 
question (someone) in order to ascertain their opinion on something




•
 
they promised to canvass all member clubs for their views.










3.
 
try to obtain; request




•
 
they're canvassing support among shareholders.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — discuss thoroughly




•
 
the issues that were canvassed are still unresolved.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or process of attempting to secure votes or ascertain opinions




•
 
a house-to-house canvass.














III.
 
derivatives





canvasser

 
/ˈkanvəsər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘toss in a canvas sheet’ (as a sport or punishment)): from canvas
 . Later extended senses include ‘criticize, discuss’ (mid 16th cent.) and ‘propose for discussion’; hence ‘seek support for.’






canyon

 
/ˈkanyən/





I.
 
noun




a deep gorge, typically one with a river flowing through it.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
cañón

 ‘tube,’ based on Latin 
canna

 ‘reed, cane.’





Canyon de Chelly

 
/kanˌyän də ˈSHā/






a national monument in northeastern Arizona, on the Navajo Indian Reservation, noted for cliff dwellings and other ruins.









canyoning

 
/ˈkanyəniNG /

 
canyoneering






noun




the sport of exploring a canyon by engaging in such activities as rappelling, rafting, and waterfall jumping.













Canyonlands

 
/ˈkanyənˌlandz/






a region in southeastern Utah, many of whose rock formations, carved by the Colorado and Green Rivers, are preserved in the Canyonlands National Park.









canzona

 
/kanˈzōnə, kantˈsōnə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an instrumental arrangement of a French or Flemish song, typical of 16th-century Italy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, from canzone
 .






canzone

 
/kanˈzōnē, käntˈsōnā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Italian or Provençal song or ballad.




2.
 
a type of lyric resembling a madrigal.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian,‘song,’ from Latin 
cantio(n-)

 ‘singing,’ from 
canere

 ‘sing.’





canzonetta

 
/ˌkanzəˈnedə/





I.
 
noun




a short, light vocal piece, especially in the Italian style of the 17th century.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, ‘little song,’ diminutive of 
canzone

 , from Latin 
cantio(n-)

 ‘singing,’ from 
canere

 ‘sing.’






caoutchouc

 
/kouˈCHo͞ok/





I.
 
noun




unvulcanized natural rubber.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from obsolete Spanish 
cauchuc

 , from Quechua 
kauchuk

 .






cap1


 
/kap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of soft, flat hat without a brim, and sometimes having a visor.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a kind of soft, close-fitting head covering worn for a particular purpose or as a mark of a particular profession or status




•
 
a nurse's cap




•
 
a bathing cap.










3.
 
an academic mortarboard




•
 
graduates in cap and gown.










4.
 
a protective lid or cover for an object such as a bottle, the point of a pen, or a camera lens.




5.
 


[Dentistry]

 an artificial protective covering for a tooth.




6.
 
the top of a bird's head when distinctively colored.




7.
 
the broad upper part of the fruiting body of most mushrooms and toadstools, at the top of a stem and bearing gills or pores.




8.
 
an upper limit imposed on spending or other activities




•
 
a cap on government purchases.










9.
 
short for percussion cap
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a lid or cover on




•
 
he capped his pen.










2.
 
form a covering layer or top part of




•
 
several towers were capped by domes




•
 (
-capped

 )
 
snow-capped mountains.










3.
 
put an artificial protective covering on (a tooth).




4.
 
provide a fitting climax or conclusion to




•
 
he capped a memorable season by becoming champion.










5.
 
follow or reply to (a story, remark, or joke) by producing a better or more apposite one




•
 
they capped each other's stories.










6.
 
place a limit or restriction on (prices, expenditure, or other activity)




•
 
council budgets will be capped.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cap (or hat) in hand






humbly asking for a favor




•
 
we have to 
go cap in hand

 begging for funds.















2.
 
set one's cap for (or at)








‹dated›

 (of a woman) try to attract (a particular man) as a suitor.












IV.
 
derivatives





capful

 
/ˈkapˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cæppe

 ‘hood,’ from late Latin 
cappa

 , perhaps from Latin 
caput

 ‘head.’





cap2


 
/kap/






noun






[Finance]

 short for capitalization


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
mid-cap companies




•
 
small-cap stocks.



















CAP

 
/ˌsē ā ˈpē/






abbreviation




Civil Air Patrol.













cap.

 
/kap/






abbreviation



1.
 
capacity.




2.
 
capital (city).




3.
 
capital letter.













capability

 
/ˌkāpəˈbilədē/






noun

 — (often 
capability of doing (or to do) something

 )


1.
 
power or ability




•
 
he had an intuitive 
capability of

 bringing the best out in people




•
 
the 
capability to

 increase productivity.










2.
 
(often 
capabilities

 )
 — the extent of someone's or something's ability




•
 
the job is 
beyond

 my 
capabilities

 .










3.
 
a facility on a computer for performing a specified task




•
 
a graphics capability.










4.
 
forces or resources giving a country or state the ability to undertake a particular kind of military action




•
 
their nuclear weapons capability.




















capable

 
/ˈkāpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(
capable of doing something

 )
 — having the ability, fitness, or quality necessary to do or achieve a specified thing




•
 
I'm quite capable of taking care of myself




•
 
the aircraft is capable of flying 5,000 miles nonstop.










2.
 
open to or admitting of something




•
 
the strange events are capable of rational explanation.










3.
 
able to achieve efficiently whatever one has to do; competent




•
 
she looked enthusiastic and capable




•
 
a highly capable man.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘able to take in,’ physically or mentally): from French, from late Latin 
capabilis

 , from Latin 
capere

 ‘take or hold.’





capably

 
/ˈkāpəblē/






adverb




in a way that demonstrates skill and aptitude; competently




•
 
both actors capably portray their characters.



















capacious

 
/kəˈpāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having a lot of space inside; roomy




•
 
she rummaged in her capacious handbag.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
capaciously






adverb













2.
 
capaciousness

 
/kəˈpāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
capax

 , 
capac-

 ‘capable’ + -ious
 .






capacitance

 
/kəˈpasətəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the ability of a system to store an electric charge.




2.
 
(Symbol: 
C

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 the ratio of the change in an electric charge in a system to the corresponding change in its electric potential.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from capacity
 + -ance
 .





capacitate

 
/kəˈpasəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 make (someone) capable of a particular action or legally competent to act in a particular way.




2.
 
(
be capacitated

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 
[Physiology]

 (of spermatozoa) undergo changes inside the female reproductive tract enabling them to penetrate and fertilize an ovum.








II.
 
derivatives





capacitation

 
/kəˌpasiˈtāSHən /






noun






















capacitor

 
/kəˈpasədər/






noun




a device used to store an electric charge, consisting of one or more pairs of conductors separated by an insulator.














capacity

 
/kəˈpasədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the maximum amount that something can contain




•
 
the capacity of the freezer is 1.1 cubic feet




•
 
the stadium's seating capacity




•
 
the room was 
filled to capacity

 .










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — fully occupying the available area or space




•
 
they played to a capacity crowd.










3.
 
the amount that something can produce




•
 
the company aimed to double its electricity-generating capacity




•
 
when running 
at full capacity

 , the factory will employ 450 people.










4.
 
the total cylinder volume that is swept by the pistons in an internal combustion engine.




5.
 
former term for capacitance
 .




6.
 
the ability or power to do, experience, or understand something




•
 
I was impressed by her 
capacity for

 hard work




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
his capacity to inspire trust in others




•
 
their intellectual capacities.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's legal competence




•
 
cases where a patient's testamentary capacity is in doubt.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a specified role or position




•
 
I was engaged in a voluntary capacity




•
 
writing 
in his capacity as

 legal correspondent.














II.
 
derivatives





capacitive

 
/-ətiv /

 
capacitative






adjective






[chiefly Physics]





















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
capacité

 , from Latin 
capacitas

 , from 
capax

 , 
capac-

 ‘that can contain,’ from 
capere

 ‘take or hold.’





cap and bells

 
/ˌkap (ə)n ˈbelz/






plural noun






‹historical›

 the insignia of the professional jester.













cap and trade






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system for controlling carbon emissions and other forms of atmospheric pollution by which an upper limit is set on the amount a given business or other organization may produce but which allows further capacity to be bought from other organizations that have not used their full allowance




•
 
Congress has so far refused to adopt a carbon tax or cap-and-trade legislation




•
 
some influential environmentalists oppose the whole idea of cap and trade.



















caparison

 
/kəˈperəsən/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental covering spread over a horse's saddle or harness.








II.
 
verb

 — (
be caparisoned

 )


1.
 
(of a horse) be decked out in rich decorative coverings.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
caparasson

 , from Spanish 
caparazón

 ‘saddlecloth,’ from 
capa

 ‘hood.’






cape1


 
/kāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sleeveless cloak, typically a short one.




2.
 
a part of a longer coat or cloak that falls loosely over the shoulders from the neckband.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the pelt from the head and neck of an animal, for preparation as a hunting trophy.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
skin the head and neck of (an animal) to prepare a hunting trophy.








III.
 
derivatives





caped






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Provençal 
capa

 , from late Latin 
cappa

 ‘covering for the head.’





cape2


 
/kāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a headland or promontory.




2.
 
(
the Cape

 )
 — Cape Cod, Massachusetts.




3.
 
(
the Cape

 )
 — the Cape of Good Hope.




4.
 
(
the Cape

 )
 — the former Cape Province of South Africa.




5.
 
(
Cape

 )
 — short for Cape Cod
 (the style of house).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cap

 , from Provençal, based on Latin 
caput

 ‘head.’






Cape Barren goose





I.
 
noun




a pale gray Australian goose related to the shelducks, with a short black bill that is almost covered by a waxy yellow cere, and a black tail.

Also called cereopsis goose
 . [
Cereopsis novaehollandiae

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Cape Barren

 , an island in the Bass Strait, Australia.





Cape Breton Island

 
/ˌkāp ˌbretn ˈīlənd/






an island that forms the northeastern part of the province of Nova Scotia in eastern Canada.










capecitabine

 
/kāpˈsīdəˌbēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antimetabolite used to treat various metastatic cancers by inhibiting tumor growth while sparing most surrounding tissue.














Cape Cod

 
/ˌkāp ˈkäd /

 
CC





I.
 
a sandy peninsula in southeastern Massachusetts that forms a wide curve enclosing Cape Cod Bay. The Pilgrims landed on the northern tip of Cape Cod in November 1620.




II.
 
(also 
Cape

 )
 — a type of rectangular house with a deeply gabled roof.









Cape Colony






early name (1814–1910) for the former Cape Province
 .










Cape colored

 
/ˈkāp ˌkələrd/





I.
 
noun




(in South Africa) a person of mixed ethnic descent resident in the Western Cape Province, speaking Afrikaans or English as their first language, and typically not a Muslim.

Compare with Cape Malay
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Cape colored people.













Cape Coral






a resort city in southwestern Florida, near the mouth of the Caloosahatchee River, southwest of Fort Myers; pop. 156,835 (est. 2008).









capeesh

 
/kəˈpēSH/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 do you understand?




•
 
Upstairs is off limits. Capeesh?

















– origin

 1940s: from Italian 
capisce

 , third person singular present tense of 
capire

 ‘understand.’





Cape Fear River






a river that flows for 200 miles (320 km) across eastern North Carolina to enter the Atlantic Ocean near Wilmington at Cape Fear.









Cape Girardeau

 
/ˌkāp jəˈrärdō/






a city in southeastern Missouri, on the Mississippi River; pop. 37,370 (est. 2008).









cape gooseberry






noun



1.
 
a soft, edible, yellow berry enclosed in a husk that resembles a lantern in shape.




2.
 
the tropical South American plant that has heart-shaped leaves and that bears this fruit.

[
Physalis peruviana

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]













Cape jasmine

 
Cape jessamine






noun




a fragrant Chinese gardenia, some kinds of which have flowers that are used to perfume tea.

[Genus 
Gardenia

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
G. jasminoides

 .]













Čapek, Karel

 
/ˈCHäpek/






(1890–1938), Czech novelist and playwright. He is known for 
R.U.R.

 (
Rossum's Universal Robots

 ) (1920), which introduced the word 
robot

 to the English language, and for 
The Insect Play

 (1921), written with his brother 
Josef

 (1887–1945).










capelin

 
/ˈkāp(ə)lən /

 
caplin





I.
 
noun




a small fish of the North Atlantic, resembling a smelt. It is abundant in coastal waters and provides a staple food for humans and many animals.

[
Mallotus villosus

 , family 
Osmeridae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Provençal 
capelan

 , from medieval Latin 
cappellanus

 ‘custodian’ (see chaplain
 ).





Capella

 
/kəˈpelə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the sixth brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Auriga. It is a yellow giant.







– origin

 Latin, ‘she-goat,’ diminutive of 
caper

 ‘goat.’





capellini

 
/ˌkapəˈlēnē/





I.
 
plural noun




pasta in the form of long, thin round strands, only slightly thicker than angel hair.











– origin

 1950s: Italian, diminutive of 
capello

 ‘hair.’






Cape Malay

 
Cape Muslim





I.
 
noun




(in South Africa) a member of a predominantly Afrikaans-speaking and Muslim group resident mainly in the Western Cape Province.

Compare with Cape colored
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Cape Malay people.













Cape May






a resort city in extreme southern New Jersey, on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 3,686 (est. 2008).









Cape of Good Hope

 
/ˈˌkāp əv ˌɡo͝od ˈhōp/






a mountainous promontory south of Cape Town, South Africa, near the southern extremity of Africa. Sighted toward the end of the 15th century by Bartolomeu Dias, it was sailed around for the first time by Vasco da Gama in 1497.










Cape pigeon

 
Cape petrel






noun




a common petrel of southern oceans that has black plumage with white markings.

Also called pintado petrel
 . [
Daption capense

 , family 
Procellariidae

 .]














Cape Province

 
/ˈkāp ˌprävəns/






a former province of South Africa, containing the Cape of Good Hope. The area became a British colony in 1814; it was known as Cape Colony from then until 1910, when it joined the Union of South Africa. In 1994 it was divided into the provinces of Northern Cape, Western Cape, and Eastern Cape.









caper1


 
/ˈkāpər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
skip or dance about in a lively or playful way




•
 
children were capering about the room.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a playful skipping movement




•
 
she did a little caper.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an activity or escapade, typically one that is illicit or ridiculous.




3.
 
an amusing or far-fetched story, especially one presented on film or stage




•
 
a cop caper about intergalactic drug dealers.














III.
 
phrases





cut a caper






make a playful, skipping movement.












IV.
 
derivatives





caperer

 
/ˈkāp(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: abbreviation of capriole
 .






caper2


 
/ˈkāpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
capers

 )
 — the cooked and pickled flower buds of a bramblelike southern European shrub, used to flavor food.




2.
 
the shrub from which capers are taken.

[
Capparis spinosa

 , family 
Capparidaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
câpres

 or Latin 
capparis

 , from Greek 
kapparis

 ; later interpreted as plural, hence the loss of the final 
-s

 in the 16th cent.





capercaillie

 
/ˌkapərˈkāl(y)ē /

 


‹Scottish›

 capercailzie





I.
 
noun




a large, turkeylike Eurasian grouse of mature pine forests. The male has a courtship display in which it fans the tail and makes an extraordinary succession of sounds.

[Genus 
Tetrao

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ): two species, in particular 
T. urogallus

 , which has been re-established in the Scottish Highlands.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
capull coille

 , literally ‘horse of the wood.’





capeskin

 
/ˈkāpskin/






noun




a soft leather made from South African sheepskin.













Capet, Hugh

 
/käˈpe, käˈpā, ˈkāpit/






(938–996), king of France 987–996; founder of the Capetian dynasty.









Capetian

 
/kəˈpēSHən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the dynasty ruling France 987–1328.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Capetian dynasty.













Cape Town

 
/ˈkāp ˌtoun/






a city in southwestern South Africa at the foot of Table Mountain, the legislative capital of the country and the administrative capital of the province of Western Cape; pop. 3,569,400 (est. 2009).









Cape Verde

 
/ˌkāp ˈvərd /

 
Cape Verde Islands







1.
 
a country in Africa that consists of a group of islands in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Senegal, named after the most western cape in Africa; pop. 429,500 (est. 2009); capital, Praia; languages, Portuguese (official) and Creole.





Previously uninhabited, the islands were settled by the Portuguese from the 15th century and later served as a trading center for African slaves. They remained a Portuguese colony until 1975, when an independent republic was established.









Cape Verdean

 
/ˌkāp ˈvərdēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Cape Verde Islands or their inhabitants




•
 
an annual showcase of Cape Verdean music.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Cape Verde Islands




•
 
many local Cape Verdeans took part in renovating the space.



















capex

 
/ˈkapeks/





I.
 
noun






[Finance]

 capital expenditure




•
 
in the current year the company's capex is expected to be in the region of $200 million.

















– origin

 1980s: shortened form of capital expenditure
 .






Cape York

 
/ˌkāp ˈyôrk/






a cape extending into the Torres Strait at the northeast tip of Australia, in Queensland. It is the northernmost point of the continent of Australia.









Cap-Haïtien

 
/kāp ˈhāSHən, ä-ēˈsyaN/






a historic port city in northern Haiti; pop. 127,800 (est. 2009). It is the former capital of Haiti and the second-largest city in the country.









capias

 
/ˈkāpēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a writ ordering the arrest of a named person.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
capias (ad respondendum

 ), literally ‘you are to seize (until reply is made),’ from 
capere

 ‘take.’






capillarity

 
/ˌkapəˈlerədē/





I.
 
noun




the tendency of a liquid in a capillary tube or absorbent material to rise or fall as a result of surface tension.

Also called capillary action
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
capillarité

 , from Latin 
capillaris

 ‘like a hair’ (see capillary
 ).






capillary

 
/ˈkapəˌlerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of the fine branching blood vessels that form a network between the arterioles and venules.




2.
 
(also 
capillary tube

 )
 — a tube that has an internal diameter of hairlike thinness.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to capillaries or capillarity.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
capillaris

 , from 
capillus

 ‘hair,’ influenced by Old French 
capillaire

 .






capillary action






noun




another term for capillarity
 .













capillary attraction






noun




the tendency of a liquid in a capillary tube to rise as a result of surface forces.














capital1


 
/ˈkapədl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
capital city

 or 
town

 )
 — the most important city or town of a country or region, usually its seat of government and administrative center.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place associated more than any other with a specified activity or product




•
 
Milan is the fashion capital of the world.










3.
 
wealth in the form of money or other assets owned by a person or organization or available or contributed for a particular purpose such as starting a company or investing




•
 
the senior partner would provide the initial capital




•
 
rates of return on invested capital were high.










4.
 
the excess of a company's assets over its liabilities.




5.
 
people who possess wealth and use it to control a society's economic activity, considered collectively




•
 
a conflict of interest between capital and labor.










6.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a valuable resource of a particular kind




•
 
there is insufficient investment in 
human capital

 .










7.
 
(also 
capital letter

 )
 — a letter of the size and form used to begin sentences and names




•
 
he wrote the name in capitals.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an offense or charge) liable to the death penalty




•
 
murder was a capital crime.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a letter of the alphabet) large in size and of the form used to begin sentences and names.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent




•
 
he's a really capital fellow.














III.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express approval, satisfaction, or delight




•
 
That's splendid! Capital!














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
make capital out of






use to one's own advantage




•
 
trying to make political capital out of the weakness of his rival.















2.
 
with a capital ——






used to give emphasis to the word or concept in question




•
 
he's trouble with a capital T.


















V.
 
derivatives





capitally

 
/ˈkapədlē /






adverb





capital
 1
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘relating to the head or top,’ later ‘standing at the head or beginning’): via Old French from Latin 
capitalis

 , from 
caput

 ‘head.’





capital2


 
/ˈkapədl/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the distinct, typically broader section at the head of a pillar or column.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
capitel

 , from late Latin 
capitellum

 ‘little head,’ diminutive of Latin 
caput

 .





capital budget






noun






[Finance]

 a budget allocating money for the acquisition or maintenance of fixed assets such as land, buildings, and equipment




•
 
the city had sufficient leeway in its capital budget to build the bridge itself.




















capital expenditure






noun




money spent by a business or organization on acquiring or maintaining fixed assets, such as land, buildings, and equipment




•
 
the past twelve months have seen cutbacks in capital expenditure by all ten water companies.



















capital gain

 
/ˌkapədl ˈɡān/






noun

 — (often 
capital gains

 )


1.
 
a profit from the sale of property or of an investment.














capital gains tax






noun




a tax levied on profit from the sale of property or of an investment.














capital goods

 
/ˈkapədl ɡo͝odz/






plural noun




goods that are used in producing other goods, rather than being bought by consumers.

Often contrasted with consumer goods
 .













capital-intensive

 
/ˈkapədl inˌtensiv/






adjective




(of a business or industrial process) requiring the investment of large sums of money.













capitalism

 
/ˈkapədlˌizəm/






noun




an economic and political system in which a country's trade and industry are controlled by private owners for profit, rather than by the state.













capitalist

 
/ˈkapədləst/





I.
 
noun




a wealthy person who uses money to invest in trade and industry for profit in accordance with the principles of capitalism




•
 
the creation of the factory system by nineteenth-century capitalists.














II.
 
adjective




practicing, supporting, or based on the principles of capitalism




•
 
capitalist countries




•
 
the global economy is essentially capitalist.



















capitalistic

 
/ˌkapədlˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




supporting or based on the principles of capitalism




•
 
a completely capitalistic system.














II.
 
derivatives





capitalistically

 
/ˌkapədlˈistik /






adverb





















capitalize

 
/ˈkapədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
capitalize on

 )
 — take the chance to gain advantage from




•
 
an attempt by the opposition to capitalize on the government's embarrassment.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (a company or industry) with capital


(as 
adj.

 
capitalized

 )


•
 
a highly capitalized industry.










3.
 
realize (the present value of an income); convert into capital.




4.
 
reckon (the value of an asset) by setting future benefits against the cost of maintenance




•
 
a trader will want to capitalize repairs expenditure.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — write or print (a word or letter) in capital letters.




6.
 
begin (a word) with a capital letter.








II.
 
derivatives





capitalization

 
/ˌkapədləˈzāSHən ˌkapədlˌīˈzāSHən /






noun





















capital market

 
/ˈkapədl ˈmärkət/






noun




the part of a financial system concerned with raising capital by dealing in shares, bonds, and other long-term investments.













capital punishment

 
/ˈkapədl ˈpəniSHmənt/






noun




the legally authorized killing of someone as punishment for a crime.













capital ratio






noun




the extent to which a financial institution finances its operations by issuing shares and retaining profits, expressed as a percentage of its assets




•
 
spurred by stronger regulatory requirements, banks have steadily increased their capital ratios since the financial crisis.



















capital reserve






noun






[Finance]

 a fund or account set aside for major long-term investment projects or other anticipated expenses




•
 
attaining the equipment required can drain the capital reserves of all but the biggest farmers




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the district sets aside money for upkeep and repairs in its capital reserve fund.



















capital ship

 
/ˈkapədl SHip/






noun




a large warship such as a battleship or aircraft carrier.













capital structure






noun






[Finance]

 the particular distribution of debt and equity that makes up the finances of a company




•
 
restructuring our operations and capital structure will enable the firm to emerge as a stronger company.



















capital sum

 
/ˈkapədl səm/






noun




a lump sum of money payable to an insured person or paid as an initial fee or investment.













capital territory






noun




a territory containing the capital city of a country, in Australia, Nigeria, Pakistan, and elsewhere.













capitano

 
/ˌkapəˈtänō/





I.
 
noun




(in Italy or among Italian speakers) a captain or chief (used chiefly as a form of address).











– origin

 Italian.





capitate

 
/ˈkapəˌtāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 ending in a distinct compact head.








II.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the largest of the carpal bones, situated at the base of the palm of the hand and articulating with the third metacarpal.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
capitatus

 , from 
caput

 , 
capit-

 ‘head.’





capitation

 
/ˌkapəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the payment of a fee or grant to a doctor, school, or other person or body providing services to a number of people, such that the amount paid is determined by the number of patients, students, or customers




•
 
the increased capitation enabled schools to offer students an enhanced curriculum




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
income capitation fees.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the counting of heads): from late Latin 
capitatio

 ‘poll tax,’ from 
caput

 ‘head.’





Capitol

 
/ˈkapədl /

 
the Capitol





I.
 
the seat of the US Congress in Washington, DC.




II.
 
(
capitol

 )
 — 

(US)

 a building housing a legislative assembly




•
 
50,000 people marched on New Jersey's state capitol.










III.
 
the temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill in ancient Rome.







– origin

 from Old French 
capitolie

 , 
capitoile

 , later assimilated to Latin 
Capitolium

 (from 
caput

 , 
capit-

 ‘head’).






Capitol Hill

 
/ˈkapədl ˈhil/






the region around the Capitol building in Washington, DC (often used as an allusive reference to the US Congress itself).









Capitol Reef National Park






a preserve in south central Utah, noted for its fossils and rock formations.









capitular

 
/kəˈpiCHələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a cathedral chapter.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 of or relating to a capitulum.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
capitularis

 , from Latin 
capitulum

 ‘small head.’





capitulary

 
/kəˈpiCHəˌlərē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a royal ordinance under the Merovingian dynasty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
capitularius

 , from Latin 
capitulum

 in the sense ‘section of a law.’






capitulate

 
/kəˈpiCHəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease to resist an opponent or an unwelcome demand; surrender




•
 
the patriots had to 
capitulate to

 the enemy forces.














II.
 
derivatives





capitulator

 
/-ˈlātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘parley, draw up terms’): from French 
capituler

 , from medieval Latin 
capitulare

 ‘draw up under headings,’ from Latin 
capitulum

 , diminutive of 
caput

 ‘head.’





capitulation

 
/kəˌpiCHəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of surrendering or ceasing to resist an opponent or demand




•
 
the victor sees it as a sign of capitulation




•
 
a 
capitulation to

 wage demands.










2.
 
(
capitulations

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an agreement or set of conditions.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
capitulatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
capitulare

 (see capitulate
 ).





capitulum

 
/kəˈpiCHələm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a compact head of a structure, in particular a dense, flat cluster of small flowers or florets, as in plants of the daisy family.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
caput

 ‘head.’





caplet

 
/ˈkaplət /

 


‹trademark›

 Caplet





I.
 
noun




a coated oral medicinal tablet.











– origin

 1930s: blend of capsule
 and tablet
 .





cap'n

 
/ˈkapn/






noun




informal contraction of captain
 , used in representing speech.














capo1


 
/ˈkāpō ˈkapō /

 
capo tasto





I.
 
noun




a clamp fastened across all the strings of a fretted musical instrument to raise their tuning by a chosen amount.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian 
capo tasto

 , literally ‘head stop.’





capo2


 
/ˈkäpō ˈkapō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the head of a crime syndicate, especially the Mafia, or a branch of one.











– origin

 1950s: from Italian, from Latin 
caput

 ‘head.’





capoeira

 
/kapo͝oˈārə/





I.
 
noun




a system of physical discipline and movement originating among Brazilian slaves, treated as a martial art and dance form.











– origin

 Portuguese.






cap of liberty






noun




a soft conical cap given to Roman slaves on their emancipation and often used as a republican symbol in more recent times.













capon

 
/ˈkāˌpän ˈkāˌpən/





I.
 
noun




a castrated domestic cock fattened for eating.








II.
 
derivatives





caponize

 
/ˈkāpəˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Old English: from Old French, based on Latin 
capo

 , 
capon-

 .





caponata

 
/ˌkäpəˈnädə/





I.
 
noun




a dish of eggplant, olives, and onions seasoned with herbs, typically served as an appetizer.











– origin

 Italian.





Capone, Al

 
/kəˈpōn/






(1899–1947), US gangster; full name 
Alphonse Capone

 . He was notorious for his domination of organized crime in Chicago in the 1920s. Although he was believed responsible for many murders, including the St. Valentine's Day Massacre, it was for federal income tax evasion that he was eventually imprisoned in 1931.









capo tasto

 
/ˌkäpō ˈtästō/






noun




another term for capo
 1
 .













capote

 
/kəˈpōt/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a long cloak or coat with a hood, typically part of an army or company uniform.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
cape

 (see cape
 1
 ).





Capote, Truman

 
/kəˈpōtē/






(1924–84), US writer; born 
Truman Streckfus Persons

 . Notable works: 
Breakfast at Tiffany's

 (1958) and 
In Cold Blood

 (1966).









Capp, Al

 
/kap/






(1909–79), US cartoonist; born 
Alfred Gerald Caplin

 . He was noted for his satirical comic strip “Li'l Abner,” which appeared in North American newspapers from 1934 to 1977.









Cappadocia

 
/ˌkapəˈdōSHə/





I.
 
an ancient region of central Asia Minor, between Lake Tuz and the Euphrates River, north of Cilicia. It was an important center of early Christianity.




II.
 
derivatives





Cappadocian






adjective, noun





















cappellacci

 
/kapəˈläCHē/





I.
 
plural noun




pieces of pasta stuffed with a filling of pumpkin (or other squash) and cheese and folded so as to resemble a hat




•
 
they've brought back the restaurant's much-loved butternut squash cappellacci with Romano cheese.

















– origin

 Italian, plural of 
cappellaccio

 , from 
cappello

 ‘hat’ + the pejorative suffix 
-accio

 .





cappelletti

 
/ˌkapəˈledē/





I.
 
noun




pieces of pasta stuffed with meat, cheese, or vegetables and folded so as to resemble small peaked hats, served either in broth or with a sauce.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘little hats.’





capper

 
/ˈkapər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a more surprising, upsetting, or entertaining event or situation than all others that have gone before




•
 
the capper was him accusing her of ripping off his car.




















cappuccino

 
/ˌkapəˈCHēnō/





I.
 
noun




coffee made with milk that has been frothed up with pressurized steam.











– origin

 1940s: from Italian, literally ‘Capuchin,’ because its color resembles that of a Capuchin's habit.





Capra, Frank

 
/ˈkaprə/






(1897–1991), US movie director; born in Italy. He is known for movies such as 
It Happened One Night

 (1934), 
Mr. Deeds Goes to Town

 (1936), 
You Can't Take It with You

 (1938), 
Arsenic and Old Lace

 (1944), and 
It's a Wonderful Life

 (1946).









caprese

 
/kəˈprāzē/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a salad of fresh mozzarella, tomatoes, and basil.




•
 
lunch featured a caprese salad and vegetable antipasto.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘of Capri.’






Capri

 
/kəˈprē ˈkaprē/






an island off the western coast of Italy, south of Naples.










capriccio

 
/kəˈprēCHēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively piece of music, typically one that is short and free in form.




2.
 
a painting or other work of art representing a fantasy or a mixture of real and imaginary features.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a sudden change of mind): from Italian, literally ‘head with the hair standing on end,’ hence ‘horror,’ later ‘a sudden start’ (influenced by 
capra

 ‘goat,’ associated with frisky movement), from 
capo

 ‘head’ + 
riccio

 ‘hedgehog.’






capriccioso

 
/kəˌprēCHēˈōsō, -ˈōzō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) in a free, playful, impulsive style.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘capricious,’ from capriccio
 .





caprice

 
/kəˈprēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden and unaccountable change of mood or behavior




•
 
her caprices had made his life impossible




•
 
a land where men were ruled by law and not by caprice.










2.
 


[Music]

 another term for capriccio
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian (see capriccio
 ).





capricious

 
/kəˈpriSHəs kəˈprēSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




given to sudden and unaccountable changes of mood or behavior




•
 
a capricious and often brutal administration




•
 
a capricious climate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
capriciously

 
/kəˈpriSHəslē kəˈprēSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
capriciousness

 
/kəˈpriSHisnəs kəˈprēSHisnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
capricieux

 , from Italian (see capriccioso
 ).






Capricorn

 
/ˈkaprəˌkôrn /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
the tenth sign of the zodiac (the Goat), which the sun enters at the northern winter solstice (about December 21).

Compare with Capricornus
 .




II.
 
(
a Capricorn

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Capricorn.




III.
 
phrases





tropic of Capricorn






see tropic
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
capricornus

 , from 
caper

 , 
capr-

 ‘goat’ + 
cornu

 ‘horn,’ on the pattern of Greek 
aigokēros

 ‘goat-horned, Capricorn.’





Capricornian

 
/ˈkaprəˌkôrnēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Capricorn




•
 
the Capricornian belief that you alone know what's best for everyone else.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Capricorn




•
 
I like to travel in company with a Capricornian.




















Capricornus

 
/ˌkaprəˈkôrnəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a constellation (the Goat), said to represent a goat with a fish's tail. It has few bright stars.

Compare with Capricorn
 .




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Capricorni

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star 41 Capricorni.













– origin

 Latin (see Capricorn
 ).





caprine

 
/ˈkaprīn/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or resembling goats.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
caprinus

 , from 
caper

 , 
capr-

 ‘goat.’






capriole

 
/ˈkaprēˌōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movement performed in classical riding, in which the horse leaps from the ground and kicks out with its hind legs.




2.
 
a leap or caper in dancing, especially a cabriole.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French (now 
cabriole

 ), from Italian 
capriola

 ‘leap,’ from 
capriolo

 ‘roebuck,’ from Latin 
capreolus

 , diminutive of 
caper

 , 
capr-

 ‘goat.’





capri pants

 
/kəˈprē ˌpants /

 
capris





I.
 
plural noun




close-fitting calf-length tapered trousers, usually worn by women and girls.











– origin

 1950s (originally US): named after the island of Capri
 .





Caprivi Strip

 
/kəˌprēvē ˈstrip/





I.
 
a narrow strip in Namibia that extends toward Zambia from the northeastern corner of Namibia and reaches the Zambezi River.







– origin

 named after Leo Graf von 
Caprivi

 , German imperial Chancellor 1890–94 at the time when this region became part of the colony of German Southwest Africa.





cap rock






noun




a layer of hard, impervious rock overlying and often sealing in a deposit of oil, gas, or coal.














caproic acid

 
/kəˌprō-ik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid fatty acid present in milk fat and coconut and palm oils.

[Alternative name: 
hexanoic acid

 ; chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )4
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





caproate

 
/ˈkaprōˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
caproic

 from Latin 
caper

 , 
capr-

 ‘goat’ (because of its smell) + -ic
 .





caprolactam

 
/ˌkaprōˈlaktam/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound that is an intermediate in nylon manufacture.

[A lactam; chem. formula: C6
 H11
 NO.]











– origin

 1940s: from caproic acid
 + lactam
 .





caprylic acid

 
/kəˌprilik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid fatty acid present in butter and other fats.

[Alternative name: 
n

 -octanoic acid; chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )6
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





caprylate

 
/ˈkaprəˌlāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
caper

 , 
capr-

 ‘goat’ + -yl
 + -ic
 .





caps

 
/kaps/






abbreviation




capital letters.













capsaicin

 
/kapˈsāəsən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound that is responsible for the pungency of capsicums.

[A cyclic amide; chem. formula: C18
 H27
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of 
capsicine

 , the name of a substance formerly thought to have the same property.





Capsian

 
/ˈkapsēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a Paleolithic culture of North Africa and southern Europe, noted for its microliths. It is dated to 
c.

 8000–4500 
BC

 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Capsian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Capsian culture or period.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
Capsa

 (now 
Gafsa

 in Tunisia), where objects from this culture were found, + -ian
 .






capsicum

 
/ˈkapsəkəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American pepper plant of the nightshade family with fruits containing many seeds. Many cultivated varieties with edible, pungent fruits have been developed.

[Genus 
Capsicum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 : several species and varieties, in particular 
C. annuum

 var. 
annuum

 , the cultivated forms of which include the ‘
grossum

 ’ group (sweet peppers) and the ‘
longum

 ’ group (chili peppers).]




2.
 
the fruit of any of the capsicum plants, varying in size, color, and pungency.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, perhaps from Latin 
capsa

 (see case
 2
 ).






capsid1


 
/ˈkapsəd/





I.
 
noun




another term for mirid
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Capsidae

 (plural), from 
Capsus

 (genus name).





capsid2


 
/ˈkapsəd/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 the protein coat or shell of a virus particle, surrounding the nucleic acid or nucleoprotein core.











– origin

 1960s: coined in French from Latin 
capsa

 (see case
 2
 ).





capsize

 
/ˈkapˌsīz/





I.
 
verb




(of a boat) overturn in the water


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the craft capsized in heavy seas




•
 (as 
adj.

 
capsized

 )
 
a capsized dinghy




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
gale-force gusts capsized the dinghies.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an instance of capsizing.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps based on Spanish 
capuzar

 ‘sink (a ship) by the head,’ from 
cabo

 ‘head’ + 
chapuzar

 ‘to dive or duck.’





cap sleeve

 
/ˈkap ˌslēv/






noun




a sleeve extending only a short distance from the shoulder and tapering to nothing under the arm.













capstan

 
/ˈkapstən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a revolving cylinder with a vertical axis used for winding a rope or cable, powered by a motor or pushed around by levers.




2.
 
the motor-driven spindle on a tape recorder that makes the tape travel past the head at constant speed.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Provençal 
cabestan

 , from 
cabestre

 ‘halter,’ from Latin 
capistrum

 , from 
capere

 ‘seize.’





capstone

 
/ˈkapˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a stone fixed on top of something, typically a wall.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 a large, flat stone forming a roof over the chamber of a megalithic tomb.














capsule

 
/ˈkapsəl ˈkapˌs(y)o͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small case or container, especially a round or cylindrical one.




2.
 
a small, soluble case of gelatin containing a dose of medicine, swallowed whole.




3.
 
short for space capsule
 .




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a tough sheath or membrane that encloses something in the body, such as a kidney, a lens, or a synovial joint.




5.
 


[Biology]

 a gelatinous layer forming the outer surface of some bacterial cells.




6.
 
the foil or plastic covering the cork of a wine bottle.




7.
 


[Botany]

 a dry fruit that releases its seeds by bursting open when ripe, such as a pea pod.




8.
 


[Botany]

 the spore-producing structure of mosses and liverworts, typically borne on a stalk.




9.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a piece of writing) shortened but retaining the essence of the original; condensed




•
 
a capsule review of the movie.










10.
 
(of a collection of clothing) consisting of a relatively small set of key items.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
capsular

 
/ˈkaps(y)ələr /






adjective













2.
 
capsulate

 
/ˈkapsələt, -ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘small container’): via French from Latin 
capsula

 , diminutive of 
capsa

 (see case
 2
 ).






capsule endoscope





I.
 
noun




see video pill
 .








II.
 
derivatives





capsule endoscopy






noun





















capsulize

 
/ˈkapsəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (information) in compact form; summarize.













Capt.

 
//






abbreviation




Captain.














captain

 
/ˈkaptən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the person in command of a ship.




2.
 
the pilot in command of a civil aircraft.




3.
 
a naval officer of high rank, in particular (in the US Navy or Coast Guard) an officer ranking above commander and below commodore.




4.
 
an army officer of high rank, in particular (in the US Army, Marine Corps, or Air Force) an officer ranking above first lieutenant and below major.




5.
 
a police officer in charge of a precinct, ranking below a chief




•
 
captain of the 20th precinct.










6.
 
the head of a precinct's fire department.




7.
 
the leader of a team, especially in sports.




8.
 
a powerful or influential person in a particular field




•
 
a captain of industry.










9.
 
a political party leader in a local district.




10.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a supervisor of waiters or bellboys.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the captain of (a ship, aircraft, or sports team).











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘chief or leader’): from Old French 
capitain

 (superseding earlier 
chevetaigne

 ‘chieftain’), from late Latin 
capitaneus

 ‘chief,’ from Latin 
caput

 , 
capit-

 ‘head.’





captaincy

 
/ˈkaptənsē/






noun




the position or period of command over a team, ship, or aircraft




•
 
she gracefully declined the captaincy




•
 
he still had time to enjoy his brief captaincy of the team.



















captain general






noun




an honorary rank of senior officer in the British army, most commonly in an artillery regiment.













captain's chair






noun




a wooden chair with a row of vertical spindles supporting a bar that forms the back and armrests.













captain's table






noun




(on a ship) the dining table presided over by the captain, at which high-ranking crew members or invited guests may also sit




•
 
the couple were invited to eat at the captain's table, with the chef providing a special meal.



















captan

 
/ˈkaptan/






noun




a synthetic fungicide derived from a mercaptan.













captcha

 
/ˈkapSHə /

 
CAPTCHA





I.
 
noun




a program or system intended to distinguish human from machine input, typically as a way of thwarting spam and automated extraction of data from websites.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: acronym from 
completely automated public Turing test to tell computers and humans apart

 .






caption

 
/ˈkapSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title or brief explanation appended to an article, illustration, cartoon, or poster.




2.
 
a piece of text appearing on a movie or television screen as part of a movie or broadcast.




3.
 


[Law]

 the heading of a legal document.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be captioned

 )


1.
 
provide (an illustration) with a title or explanation




•
 
the drawings were captioned with humorous texts




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the photograph was captioned “Three little maids.”

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘seizing, capture’): from Latin 
caption-

 , from 
capere

 ‘take, seize.’ Early senses ‘arrest’ and ‘warrant for arrest’ gave rise to ‘statement of where, when, and by whose authority a warrant was issued’ (late 17th cent.): this was usually appended to a legal document, hence the sense ‘heading or appended wording’ (late 18th cent).





captious

 
/ˈkapSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (of a person) tending to find fault or raise petty objections.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
captiously

 
/ˈkapSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
captiousness

 
/ˈkapSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘intended to deceive someone’): from Old French 
captieux

 or Latin 
captiosus

 , from 
captio(n-)

 ‘seizing,’ (figuratively) ‘deceiving’ (see caption
 ).





captivate

 
/ˈkaptəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attract and hold the interest and attention of; charm




•
 
he was captivated by her beauty.














II.
 
derivatives





captivation

 
/ˌkaptəˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
captivat-

 ‘taken captive,’ from the verb 
captivare

 , from 
captivus

 (see captive
 ).





captivating

 
/ˈkaptəˌvādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




capable of attracting and holding interest; charming




•
 
a captivating smile.














II.
 
derivatives





captivatingly

 
/-ˌvātiNGlē /






adverb






















captive

 
/ˈkaptiv/





I.
 
noun




a person who has been taken prisoner or an animal that has been confined.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
imprisoned or confined




•
 
the farm was used to 
hold

 prisoners of war 
captive






•
 
a captive animal.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having no freedom to choose alternatives or to avoid something




•
 
advertisements at the movie theater reach a 
captive audience

 .










3.
 
(of a facility or service) controlled by, and typically for the sole use of, an establishment or company




•
 
a captive power plant.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
captivus

 , from 
capere

 ‘seize, take.’





captive balloon






noun




a lighter-than-air balloon secured by a rope to the ground, used to carry radar equipment or for parachute jumps.













captivity

 
/kapˈtivədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of being imprisoned or confined




•
 
he was released after 865 days 
in captivity






•
 
the third month of their captivity.










2.
 
(
the Captivity

 )
 — short for Babylonian Captivity
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
captivitas

 , from 
captivus

 ‘taken captive’ (see captive
 ).





captor

 
/ˈkaptər ˈkapˌtôr/





I.
 
noun




a person or animal that catches or confines another.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
capt-

 ‘seized, taken,’ from the verb 
capere

 .






capture

 
/ˈkapCHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take into one's possession or control by force




•
 
the Russians captured 13,000 men.










2.
 
record or express accurately in words or pictures




•
 
she did a series of sketches, trying to capture all his moods.










3.
 


[Physics]

 absorb (an atomic or subatomic particle).




4.
 
(in chess and other board games) make a move that secures the removal of (an opposing piece) from the board.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a star, planet, or other celestial body) bring (a less massive body) permanently within its gravitational influence.




6.
 
(of a stream) divert the upper course of (another stream) by encroaching on its catchment area.




7.
 
cause (data) to be stored in a computer or in a digital format.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of capturing or of being captured




•
 
the capture of the city marks the high point of his career




•
 
he was killed while resisting capture.










2.
 
a person or thing that has been captured.








III.
 
phrases





capture someone's imagination (or attention)






fascinate someone




•
 
the project has captured the imagination of the local public.


















IV.
 
derivatives





capturer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun): from French, from Latin 
captura

 , from 
capt-

 ‘seized, taken,’ from the verb 
capere

 .





capture-the-flag






noun




a game in which two teams each hide a colored cloth, representing the team's flag, and then try to find the other team's flag and return with it to their home base.













Capuchin

 
/ˈkap(y)ə(t)SHən kəˈp(y)o͞o(t)SHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a friar belonging to a branch of the Franciscan order that observes a strict rule drawn up in 1529.




2.
 
(
capuchin

 )
 — a cloak and hood formerly worn by women.




3.
 
(
capuchin

 or 
capuchin monkey

 )
 — a South American monkey with a cap of hair on the head that has the appearance of a cowl.

[Genus 
Cebus

 , family 
Cebidae

 : four species, including the 
brown capuchin

 (
C. apella

 ).]




4.
 
(
capuchin

 )
 — a pigeon of a breed with head and neck feathers resembling a cowl.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French, earlier form of 
capucin

 , from Italian 
cappuccino

 , from 
cappuccio

 ‘hood, cowl,’ from 
cappa

 (see cape
 1
 ), the friars being so named because of their sharp-pointed hoods.





capybara

 
/kapəˈberə/





I.
 
noun




a South American mammal that resembles a giant, long-legged guinea pig. It lives in groups near water and is the largest living rodent.

[
Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris

 , the only member of the family 
Hydrochaeridae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
capibara

 or Portuguese 
capivara

 , from Tupi 
capiuára

 , from 
capĩ

 ‘grass’ + 
uára

 ‘eater.’






car

 
/kär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a road vehicle, typically with four wheels, powered by an internal combustion engine and able to carry a small number of people




•
 
we're going 
by car






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a car crash.










2.
 
a railroad vehicle for passengers or freight




•
 
the first-class cars.










3.
 
the passenger compartment of an elevator, cableway, airship, or balloon.




4.
 


‹literary›

 a chariot.








II.
 
derivatives





carful

 
/ˈkärˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘wheeled vehicle’): from Old Northern French 
carre

 , based on Latin 
carrum

 , 
carrus

 , of Celtic origin.





carabao

 
/ˌkarəˈbou, ˌkär-/





I.
 
noun




another term for water buffalo
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Spanish, from a local word in the Philippines.





carabid

 
/ˈkarəbid, kəˈrabid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a fast-running beetle of a family (
Carabidae

 ) that comprises the predatory ground beetles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Carabidae

 (plural), from Latin 
carabus

 , denoting a kind of crab.





carabineer

 
/ˌkerəbəˈnir /

 
carabinier





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a cavalry soldier whose principal weapon was a carbine.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
carabinier

 , from 
carabine

 (see carbine
 ).





carabiner

 
/ˌkerəˈbēnər /

 
karabiner





I.
 
noun




a coupling link with a safety closure, used by rock climbers.











– origin

 1930s: shortened from German 
Karabiner-haken

 ‘spring hook.’





carabinero

 
/ˌkarəbəˈne(ə)rō, ˌkär-/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish or South American frontier guard or customs officer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘soldier armed with a carbine.’





carabiniere

 
/ˌkerəbəˈnyerē/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Italian paramilitary police.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘carabineer.’






caracal

 
/ˈkerəˌkal/





I.
 
noun




a long-legged lynxlike cat with black tufted ears and a uniform brown coat, native to Africa and western Asia.

Also called African lynx
 . [
Felis caracal

 , family 
Felidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French or Spanish, from Turkish 
karakulak

 , from 
kara

 ‘black’ + 
kulak

 ‘ear’ (because of its black ear tufts).





Caracalla

 
/ˌkerəˈkälə/






(188–217), Roman emperor 211–217; born 
Septimius Bassanius

 ; later called 
Marcus Aurelius Severus Antoninus Augustus

 . In 212, he granted Roman citizenship to all free inhabitants of the Roman Empire.









caracara

 
/ˌkarəˈkarə, ˌkärəˈkärə/





I.
 
noun




a large New World bird of prey of the falcon family, with a bare face and a deep bill, feeding largely on carrion.

[Family 
Falconidae

 : four genera and several species, in particular the 
common caracara

 (
Polyborus plancus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish or Portuguese 
caracará

 , from Tupi-Guarani, imitating its cry.





Caracas

 
/kəˈräkəs kəˈrakəs/






the capital of Venezuela, in the northern part of the country near the Caribbean Sea; pop. 2,097,400 (est. 2009).









caracole

 
/ˈkerəˌkōl/





I.
 
noun




a half turn to the right or left by a horse.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) perform a caracole.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
caracole

 , 
caracol

 ‘snail's shell, spiral.’





carafe

 
/kəˈraf kəˈräf/





I.
 
noun




an open-topped glass flask typically used for serving wine or water.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
caraffa

 , probably based on Arabic 
g̣arafa

 ‘draw water.’





caragana

 
/ˌkarəˈɡänə, -ˈɡanə/





I.
 
noun




a leguminous shrub or small tree native to central Asia and Siberia, widely planted as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Caragana

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, including the pea tree of Siberia.]











– origin

 modern Latin, of Turkic origin.





Carajás

 
/ˌkärəˈZHäs/






a mining region in northern Brazil, the site of one of the world's richest deposits of iron ore.









caramba

 
/kəˈrämbə/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 an expression of surprise or dismay.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish.






carambola

 
/ˌkerəmˈbōlə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a golden-yellow juicy fruit with a star-shaped cross section.

Also called star fruit
 .




2.
 
the small tropical tree which bears the carambola fruits.

[
Averrhoa carambola

 , family 
Oxalidaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese, probably from Marathi 
karambal

 .





caramel

 
/ˈkerəməl ˈkerəˌmel ˈkärməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sugar or syrup heated until it turns brown, used as a flavoring or coloring for food or drink




•
 
an apple dipped in caramel




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
caramel ice cream.










2.
 
the light brown color of caramel




•
 
the liquid turns a pale caramel




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a caramel sweater.










3.
 
a soft candy made with sugar and butter that have been melted and further heated.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
caramelo

 .





caramelize

 
/ˈkerəməˌlīz ˈkärməˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of sugar or syrup) be converted into caramel.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
caramelized

 )
 — cook (food) with sugar so that it becomes coated with caramel.








II.
 
derivatives





caramelization

 
/ˌkarəmələˌzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
caraméliser

 , from 
caramel

 ‘caramel.’





caramelly

 
/ˈkerəməlē ˈkerəˌmelē ˈkärməlē /

 
caramely






adjective




tasting or smelling of caramel




•
 
a rich, caramelly flavor.



















carangid

 
/kəˈranjid, -ˈraNGɡid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a marine fish of the jack family (
Carangidae

 ), whose members typically have a sloping forehead and two dorsal fins.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Carangidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Caranx

 .





carapace

 
/ˈkerəˌpās/





I.
 
noun




the hard upper shell of a turtle, crustacean, or arachnid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
carapacho

 , of unknown origin.





carat

 
/ˈkerət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of weight for precious stones and pearls, now equivalent to 200 milligrams




•
 
a half-carat diamond ring.










2.
 
chiefly British spelling of karat
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French, from Italian 
carato

 , from Arabic 
ḳīrāṭ

 (a unit of weight), from Greek 
keration

 ‘fruit of the carob’ (also denoting a unit of weight), diminutive of 
keras

 ‘horn,’ with reference to the elongated seedpod of the carob.





Caravaggio

 
/ˌkerəˈväjēō/






(
c.

 1571–1610), Italian painter; full name 
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio

 . He was an influential figure in the transition from late mannerism to baroque.










caravan

 
/ˈkerəˌvan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a vehicle equipped for living in, typically towed by a car and used for vacations


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a caravan holiday.










2.
 
a covered horse-drawn wagon




•
 
a gypsy caravan.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a covered truck; a van.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a group of people, especially traders or pilgrims, traveling together across a desert in Asia or North Africa.




5.
 
any large group of people, typically with vehicles or animals traveling together, in single file




•
 
a caravan of cars and trucks.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
caravane

 , from Persian 
kārwān

 . The sense ‘covered horse-drawn wagon’ dates from the early 19th cent.





caravansary

 
/ˌkerəˈvansərē /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 caravanserai





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an inn with a central courtyard for travelers in the desert regions of Asia or North Africa.




2.
 
a group of people traveling together; a caravan.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Persian 
kārwānsarāy

 , from 
kārwān

 ‘caravan’ + 
sarāy

 ‘palace.’





caravel

 
/ˈkerəvel /

 
carvel





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small, fast Spanish or Portuguese sailing ship of the 15th–17th centuries.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
caravelle

 , from Portuguese 
caravela

 , diminutive of 
caravo

 , via Latin from Greek 
karabos

 ‘horned beetle’ or ‘light ship.’





caraway

 
/ˈkerəˌwā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
caraway seed

 )
 — the seeds of a plant of the parsley family, used for flavoring and as a source of oil.




2.
 
the white-flowered Mediterranean plant which bears caraway seeds.

[
Carum carvi

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
carui

 , from Arabic 
alkarāwiyā

 , probably from Greek 
karon

 ‘cumin.’





carb1


 
/kärb/






noun




short for carburetor
 .













carb2


 
/kärb/





I.
 
noun

 — (
carbs

 )


1.
 
dietary carbohydrates




•
 
all of our products are naturally low in carbs




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
consumers are really watching their carb intake.

















– origin

 1980s: short for carbohydrate
 .






carbamate

 
/ˈkärbəˌmāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester containing the anion NH2
 COO–
 or the group —OOCNH2
 , derived from the hypothetical compound 
carbamic acid

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
carbamic

 (from carbo-
 + amide
 + -ic
 ) + -ate
 1
 .





carbamazepine

 
/ˌkärbəˈmazəpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound of the benzodiazepine class, used as an anticonvulsant and analgesic drug.











– origin

 1960s: from carbo-
 + amide
 , on the pattern of 
benzodiazepine

 .





carbanion

 
/kärˈbanˌīən, -ˌīˌän/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic anion in which the negative charge is located on a carbon atom.














carbaryl

 
/ˈkärbəˌril/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic insecticide used to protect crops and in the treatment of fleas and lice.

[Alternative name: 
1-naphthyl-N-methylcarbamate

 ; chem. formula: C12
 H11
 NO2
 .]











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from carbamate
 + -yl
 .





carbazole

 
/ˈkärbəˌzōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline substance obtained from coal tar, used in dye production.

[A tricyclic heteroaromatic compound; chem. formula: C12
 H9
 N.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from carbo-
 + azo-
 + -ole
 .





carbene

 
/ˈkärbēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a highly reactive molecule containing a divalent carbon atom, examples of which occur as intermediates in some organic reactions.














carbide

 
/ˈkärbīd/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of carbon with an element of lower or comparable electronegativity.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 calcium carbide (CaC2
 ), used to generate acetylene by reaction with water and formerly used in portable lamps


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a carbide lamp.




















carbine

 
/ˈkärˌbīn ˈkärbēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light automatic rifle.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a short rifle or musket used by cavalry.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
carabine

 , from 
carabin

 ‘mounted musketeer,’ of unknown origin.






carbo-






combining form




representing carbon
 .













carbocation

 
/ˌkärbəˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for carbonium ion
 .











– origin

 1950s: from carbo-
 + cation
 .






carbohydrate

 
/ˌkärbəˈhīˌdrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a large group of organic compounds occurring in foods and living tissues and including sugars, starch, and cellulose. They contain hydrogen and oxygen in the same ratio as water (2:1) and typically can be broken down to release energy in the animal body




•
 
water-soluble carbohydrates




•
 
dehydrated foods high in carbohydrate.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
carbohydrate metabolism.










2.
 
food consisting of or containing a lot of carbohydrates




•
 
before the event I will starve myself of carbohydrates and eat a lot of protein.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from carbo-
 + hydrate
 .





carbolated

 
/ˈkärbəˌlādəd/






adjective




impregnated with carbolic acid.













carbolic

 
/kärˈbälik/






noun




short for carbolic acid
 or carbolic soap
 .














carbolic acid

 
/kärˈbälik ˈasəd/






noun




phenol, especially when used as a disinfectant.














carbolic soap

 
/kärˈbälik ˈsōp/






noun




disinfectant soap containing phenol.













carbo-load

 
/ˈkärbōˌlōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consume a large quantity of carbohydrates, especially in order to increase stores of glycogen in the muscles before taking part in a sporting event




•
 
it's not unusual for athletes to start carbo-loading in the week leading up to the race.

















– origin

 1980s: from carbohydrate
 + load
 .





carbo-loaded

 
/ˈkärbōˌlōdəd/






adjective




(of a food, beverage, or meal) containing a relatively high amount of carbohydrates.




•
 
drink half a bottle of a carbo-loaded drink about 30 minutes before your workout.




















car bomb

 
/ˈkär ˌbäm/





I.
 
noun




a bomb concealed in or under a parked car, used especially by terrorists.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack with a car bomb.








III.
 
derivatives





car bomber






noun






















carbon

 
/ˈkärbən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
C

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 6, a nonmetal that has two main forms (diamond and graphite) and that also occurs in impure form in charcoal, soot, and coal.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — carbon fiber




•
 
a bike with a carbon frame.










3.
 
a rod of carbon in an arc lamp.




4.
 
a piece of carbon paper or a carbon copy.




5.
 
carbon dioxide or other gaseous carbon compounds released into the atmosphere, associated with climate change




•
 
the level of carbon in the atmosphere has been consistently rising




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
fossil fuel consumption and carbon emissions continued to rise.











Compounds of carbon (organic compounds) form the physical basis of all living organisms. Carbon atoms are able to link with each other and with other atoms to form chains and rings, and an infinite variety of carbon compounds exist.




II.
 
derivatives





carbonless






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
carbone

 , from Latin 
carbo

 , 
carbon-

 ‘coal, charcoal.’





carbon-12

 
/ˌkärbənˈtwelv/






noun




the most common natural carbon isotope, of mass 12. It is the basis for the accepted scale of atomic mass units.













carbon-14

 
/ˌkärbənfôrˈtēn/






noun




a long-lived naturally occurring radioactive carbon isotope of mass 14, used in carbon dating and as a tracer in biochemistry.













carbonaceous

 
/ˌkärbəˈnāSHəs/






adjective




(chiefly of rocks or sediments) consisting of or containing carbon or its compounds.














carbonado

 
/ˌkärbəˈnādō/





I.
 
noun




a dark opaque diamond, used in abrasives and cutting tools.

Compare with bort
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Portuguese.





carbonara

 
/ˌkärbəˈnärə, -ˈnarə/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a pasta sauce made with bacon or ham, egg, and cream


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
spaghetti carbonara.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘charcoal kiln,’ perhaps influenced by 
carbonata

 , a dish of charcoal-grilled salt pork.





carbonate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkärbənət ˈkärbəˌnāt /



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt of the anion CO3
 2–
 , typically formed by reaction of carbon dioxide with bases.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkärbəˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dissolve carbon dioxide in (a liquid).




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 convert into a carbonate, typically by reaction with carbon dioxide.








III.
 
derivatives





carbonation

 
/ˌkärbəˈnāSHən /






noun





















carbonated

 
/ˈkärbənādəd/






adjective




(of a soft drink) effervescent on account of containing dissolved carbon dioxide.













carbon black

 
/ˈkärbən ˌblak/






noun




a fine carbon powder used as a pigment, made by burning hydrocarbons in insufficient air.













carbon capture and storage






noun




the process of trapping carbon dioxide produced by burning fossil fuels or any other chemical or biological process and storing it in such a way that it is unable to affect the atmosphere.













carbon copy

 
/ˈkärbən ˌkäpē/






noun



1.
 
a copy of written or typed material made with carbon paper.




2.
 
a person or thing identical or very similar to another




•
 
Karl was a carbon copy of his father.



















carbon credit






noun




a permit that allows a country or organization to produce a certain amount of carbon emissions and that can be traded if the full allowance is not used.














carbon cycle

 
/ˈkärbən ˌsīkəl/






noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the series of processes by which carbon compounds are interconverted in the environment, chiefly involving the incorporation of carbon dioxide into living tissue by photosynthesis and its return to the atmosphere through respiration, the decay of dead organisms, and the burning of fossil fuels.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the cycle of thermonuclear reactions believed to occur in stars, in which carbon nuclei are repeatedly formed and broken down in the conversion of hydrogen into helium.













Carbondale

 
/ˈkärbənˌdāl/






a city in south central Illinois, a coal center and home to Southern Illinois University; pop. 26,231 (est. 2008).









carbon-date

 
/ˈkärbənˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
determine the age or date of (organic matter) from the relative proportions of the carbon isotopes carbon-12 and carbon-14 that it contains




•
 
it proved impossible to carbon-date the bone fragment accurately




•
 
a rock painting from Catal Hyuk in Turkey has been 
carbon-dated to

 6200 
BC

 .














II.
 
noun




the age or date of organic matter as determined by the relative proportions of the carbon isotopes carbon-12 and carbon-14 that it contains




•
 
the carbon dates were all in the last 5,000 to 10,000 years.




















carbon dating

 
/ˈkärbən ˌdādiNG/






noun




the determination of the age or date of organic matter from the relative proportions of the carbon isotopes carbon-12 and carbon-14 that it contains. The ratio between them changes as radioactive carbon-14 decays and is not replaced by exchange with the atmosphere.













carbon debt






noun




the imbalance between the carbon footprint of a particular country, group, person, etc., and any carbon offsetting that has been agreed or undertaken to counteract this.














carbon dioxide

 
/ˈˌkärbən dīˈäksīd/






noun




a colorless, odorless gas produced by burning carbon and organic compounds and by respiration. It is naturally present in air (about 0.03 percent) and is absorbed by plants in photosynthesis.

[Chem. formula: CO2
 .]













carbon disulfide

 
/ˈˌkärbən dīˈsəlfīd/






noun




a colorless toxic flammable liquid used as a solvent, especially for rubber and sulfur, and in the manufacture of viscose rayon, cellophane, and carbon tetrachloride.

[Chem. formula: CS2
 .]













carbon fiber

 
/ˈkärbən ˌfībər/






noun




a material consisting of thin, strong crystalline filaments of carbon, used as a strengthening material, especially in resins and ceramics


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a carbon-fiber chassis.



















carbon footprint

 
/ˌkäːrbənˈfo͝otprint/






noun




the amount of carbon dioxide and other carbon compounds emitted due to the consumption of fossil fuels by a particular person, group, etc.













carbonic

 
/kärˈbänik/






adjective




of or relating to carbon or its compounds, especially carbon dioxide.













carbonic acid






noun






[Chemistry]

 a very weak acid formed in solution when carbon dioxide dissolves in water.

[Chem. formula: H2
 CO3
 .]













carbonic acid gas






noun




archaic term for carbon dioxide
 .













carbonic anhydrase

 
/anˈhīˌdrās, -ˌdrāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the interconversion of dissolved bicarbonates and carbon dioxide.













Carboniferous

 
/ˌkärbəˈnifərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the fifth period of the Paleozoic era, between the Devonian and Permian periods.




2.
 
(
the Carboniferous

 ) [as 
noun

 ]
 — 

[Geology]

 the Carboniferous period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Carboniferous lasted from about 360 million to 286 million years ago. This period is subdivided into two periods, the 
Older Carboniferous

 , or 
Mississippian Period

 (about 360-320 million years ago), and the 
Younger Carboniferous

 , or 
Pennsylvanian Period

 (about 320-286 million years ago). During this time the first reptiles and seed-bearing plants appeared, and there were extensive coral reefs and coal-forming swamp forests.










carbonium ion

 
/kärˌbōnēəm ˈīˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic cation in which the positive charge is located on a carbon atom.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
carbonium

 from carbo-
 ‘carbon,’ on the pattern of 
ammonium

 .





carbonize

 
/ˈkärbəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert into carbon, typically by heating or burning, or during fossilization




•
 
the steak was carbonized on the outside.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
carbonized

 )
 — coat with carbon.








II.
 
derivatives





carbonization

 
/ˌkärb(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌkärbəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















carbon monoxide

 
/ˈˌkärbən məˈnäksīd/






noun




a colorless, odorless toxic flammable gas formed by incomplete combustion of carbon.

[Chem. formula: CO.]













carbonnade

 
/ˌkärbəˈnād/





I.
 
noun




a rich beef stew made with onions and beer.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a piece of meat or fish cooked on hot coals): from French, from Latin 
carbo

 , 
carbon-

 ‘coal, charcoal.’





carbon-neutral

 
/ˌkäːrbəˈno͞oːtrəl/






adjective




making no net release of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, especially through offsetting emissions by planting trees.













carbon offsetting

 
/ˌkäːrbənˈôːfsetiNG/






noun




the counteracting of carbon dioxide emissions with an equivalent reduction of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.













carbon paper

 
/ˈkärbən ˌpāpər/






noun




thin paper coated with carbon or another pigmented substance, used for making copies of written or typed documents.













carbon process






noun




a method of making photographic prints that uses a pigment, especially carbon, contained in a sensitized tissue of gelatin.













carbon sequestration






noun




a natural or artificial process by which carbon dioxide is removed from the atmosphere and held in solid or liquid form.













carbon sink






noun






[Ecology]

 a forest, ocean, or other natural environment viewed in terms of its ability to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.













carbon steel

 
/ˈkärbən stēl/






noun




steel in which the main alloying element is carbon, and whose properties are chiefly dependent on the percentage of carbon present.













carbon tax

 
/ˈkärbən taks/






noun




a tax on fossil fuels, especially those used by motor vehicles, intended to reduce the emission of carbon dioxide.













carbon tetrachloride

 
/ˌkärbən ˌtetrəˈklôrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless toxic volatile liquid used as a solvent, especially for fats and oils.

[Chem. formula: CCl4
 .]













carbon trading






noun




another term for emissions trading
 .













carbonyl

 
/ˈkärbəˌnil/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the divalent radical =C=O, present in such organic compounds as aldehydes, ketones, amides, and esters, and in organic acids as part of the carboxyl group




•
 
carbonyl compounds.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a coordination compound in which one or more carbon monoxide molecules are bonded as neutral ligands to a central metal atom




•
 
nickel carbonyl.



















carbonyl chloride






noun




another term for phosgene
 .













carborundum

 
/ˌkärbəˈrəndəm/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a very hard black solid consisting of silicon carbide, used as an abrasive.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US, as a trademark): blend of carbon
 and corundum
 .





carboxyhemoglobin

 
/kärˌbäksēˌhēməˈɡlōbən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound formed in the blood by the binding of carbon monoxide to hemoglobin. It is stable and therefore cannot absorb or transport oxygen.













carboxyl

 
/kärˈbäksəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the acid radical —COOH, present in most organic acids




•
 
the carboxyl group.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from carbo-
 + ox-
 ‘oxygen’ + -yl
 .





carboxylase

 
/kärˈbäksəˌlās, -ˌlāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the addition of a carboxyl group to a specified substrate.













carboxylate

 
/kärˈbäksəˌlāt, -lit /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
noun




a salt or ester of a carboxylic acid.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add a carboxyl group to (a compound)


(as 
adj.

 
carboxylated

 )


•
 
carboxylated polysaccharides.














III.
 
derivatives





carboxylation

 
/kärˌbäksəˈlāSHən /






noun





















carboxylic acid

 
/ˌkärbäkˌsilik ˈasid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic acid containing a carboxyl group. The simplest examples are methanoic (or formic) acid and ethanoic (or acetic) acid.













carboy

 
/ˈkärˌboi/





I.
 
noun




a large globular plastic bottle with a narrow neck, typically protected by a frame and used for holding acids or other corrosive liquids.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Persian 
ḳarāba

 ‘large glass flagon.’





carbuncle

 
/ˈkärˌbəNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a severe abscess or multiple boil in the skin, typically infected with staphylococcus bacteria.




2.
 
a bright red gem, in particular a garnet cut en cabochon.








II.
 
derivatives





carbuncular

 
/kärˈbəNGkyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
charbuncle

 , from Latin 
carbunculus

 ‘small coal,’ from 
carbo

 ‘coal, charcoal.’





carbureted

 
/ˈkärb(y)əˌrātəd, -ˌretid /

 


‹Brit.›

 carburetted





I.
 
adjective




(of a vehicle or engine) having fuel supplied through a carburetor, rather than an injector.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from archaic 
carburet

 ‘carbide’ + -ed
 2
 .






carburetor

 
/ˈkärb(y)əˌrādər /

 
carburator
 , 

‹Brit.›

 carburettor





I.
 
noun




a device in an internal combustion engine for mixing air with a fine spray of liquid fuel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from archaic 
carburet

 ‘combine or charge with a hydrocarbon’ + -or
 1
 .






carburize

 
/ˈkärb(y)əˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add carbon to (iron or steel), in particular by heating in the presence of carbon to harden the surface.








II.
 
derivatives





carburization

 
/ˌkärb(y)əˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
carbure

 ‘carbide’ + -ize
 .





carcade

 
/ˈkärkād/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a procession of motor vehicles, typically carrying and escorting a famous or important person




•
 
his carcade was cheered by people lining up the streets.

















– origin

 1960s: on the pattern of motorcade
 .






carcajou

 
/ˈkärkəˌjo͞o, ˌZHo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for the North American wolverine
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Canadian French, from Montagnais 
kwāhkwāčēw

 (compare with kinkajou
 ).





car camping






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a type of camping which involves driving rather than walking to a campsite




•
 
backpacking gear is lighter weight than gear intended for car camping.



















carcanet

 
/ˈkärkənet/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a necklace or ornamental collar, typically made of gold or set with jewels.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
carcan

 ‘iron collar.’





carcass

 
/ˈkärkəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 carcase





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dead body of an animal.




2.
 
the trunk of an animal such as a cow, sheep, or pig, for cutting up as meat.




3.
 
the remains of a cooked bird after all the edible parts have been removed.




4.
 


‹derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 a person's body, living or dead




•
 
my obsession will last while there's life in this old carcass.










5.
 
the structural framework of a building, ship, or piece of furniture.




6.
 
the remains of something being discarded, dismembered, or worthless




•
 
the floor is littered with the carcasses of newspapers.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
carcois

 , variant of Old French 
charcois

 ; in later use from French 
carcasse

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





carcinogen

 
/kärˈsinəjən ˈkärsənəˌjen/





I.
 
noun




a substance capable of causing cancer in living tissue.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from an abbreviation of carcinoma
 + -gen
 .





carcinogenesis

 
/ˌkärsənəˈjenəsəs/






noun




the initiation of cancer formation.













carcinogenic

 
/ˌkärs(ə)nəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




having the potential to cause cancer.








II.
 
derivatives





carcinogenicity

 
/-ˌnōjəˈnisitē /






noun





















carcinoid

 
/ˈkärsəˌnoid/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a tumor of a type occurring in the glands of the intestine (especially the appendix) or in the bronchi, and abnormally secreting hormones.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from an abbreviation of carcinoma
 + -oid
 .






carcinoma

 
/ˌkärsəˈnōmə/





I.
 
noun




a cancer arising in the epithelial tissue of the skin or of the lining of the internal organs.








II.
 
derivatives





carcinomatous

 
/-ˈnōmətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
karkinōma

 , from 
karkinos

 ‘crab’ (compare with cancer
 ).





car coat






noun




a short, square-cut style of coat designed to be worn when driving a car.













car crash






noun



1.
 
an instance of a car colliding with another vehicle or with an object




•
 
he was killed in a car crash.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a chaotic or disastrous situation that holds a peculiar fascination for observers




•
 
her life is turning into a car crash




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a classic piece of car-crash television.




















card1


 
/kärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of thick, stiff paper or thin pasteboard, in particular one used for writing or printing on




•
 
some notes jotted down on a card.










2.
 
a piece of thick paper printed with a picture and used to send a message or greeting




•
 
a birthday card.










3.
 
a small rectangular piece of thick paper with a person's name and other details printed on it for purposes of identification, for example a business card.




4.
 
a small rectangular piece of plastic issued by a bank, containing personal data in a machine-readable form and used chiefly to obtain cash or credit.




5.
 
a small rectangular piece of plastic containing machine-readable data, used for paying for a telephone call or gaining entry to a room.




6.
 
a playing card




•
 
a deck of cards.










7.
 
(
cards

 )
 — a game played with playing cards.




8.
 


[Computing]

 short for expansion card
 .




9.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as odd or amusing




•
 
He laughed, “You're a card, you know.”










10.
 
a program of events at a racetrack.




11.
 
a record of scores in a sporting event; a scorecard.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something) on a card, especially for indexing.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 check the identity card of (someone), in particular as evidence of legal drinking age.




3.
 


‹informal›

 (in golf and other sports) score (a certain number of points on a scorecard)




•
 
he carded 68 in the final round.










4.
 
(of the referee in soccer and some other sports) show a yellow or red card to (a player who is being cautioned or sent off)




•
 
Reid, seconds after being carded, broke down the left wing




•
 
a Mac flanker was carded and sent to the sin bin in the first half.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hold all the cards






be in a very strong or advantageous position.









2.
 
in the cards








‹informal›

 very possible or likely




•
 
an overwhelming military triumph is in the cards.















3.
 
play the —— card






exploit the specified issue or idea mentioned, especially for political advantage




•
 
he resisted the temptation to 
play the race card






•
 
I'm really surprised she played the gender card.















4.
 
play one's cards right






make the best use of one's assets and opportunities.









5.
 
put (or lay) one's cards on the table






be completely open and honest in declaring one's resources, intentions, or attitude.















– origin

 late Middle English(
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
carte

 , from Latin 
carta

 , 
charta

 , from Greek 
khartēs

 ‘papyrus leaf.’





card2


 
/kärd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
comb and clean (raw wool, hemp fibers, or similar material) with a sharp-toothed instrument in order to disentangle the fibers before spinning.








II.
 
noun




a toothed implement or machine used to comb and clean raw fibers before spinning.








III.
 
derivatives





carder

 
/ˈkärdər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
carde

 , from Provençal 
carda

 , from 
cardar

 ‘tease, comb,’ based on Latin 
carere

 ‘to card.’





Card.






abbreviation




Cardinal.













cardamom

 
/ˈkärdəməm /

 
cardamon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the aromatic seeds of a plant of the ginger family, used as a spice and also medicinally.




2.
 
the Southeast Asian plant that bears cardamom seeds.

[
Elettaria cardamomum

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cardamome

 or Latin 
cardamomum

 , from Greek 
kardamōmon

 , from 
kardamon

 ‘cress’ + 
amōmon

 , the name of a kind of spice plant.





Cardamom Mountains

 
/ˌkärdəməm ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of mountains in western Cambodia.









cardboard

 
/ˈkärdbôrd/






noun



1.
 
pasteboard or stiff paper


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cardboard box.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a character in a literary work) lacking depth and realism; artificial




•
 
with its superficial, cardboard characters, the novel was typical of her work.



















card-carrying

 
/ˈkärd ˌkerēiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
registered as a member of a political party or labor union.




2.
 


‹often humorous›

 confirmed in or dedicated to a specified pursuit or outlook




•
 
a card-carrying pessimist.



















Cárdenas

 
/ˈkärˈdāˌnäs, ˈkärdn-əs/






an industrial port in north central Cuba, east of Havana; pop. 98,200 (est. 2009).









cardholder

 
/ˈkärdˌhōldər/






noun




a person who has a credit card or debit card.













cardia

 
/ˈkärdēə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the upper opening of the stomach, where the esophagus enters.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
kardia

 .





cardiac

 
/ˈkärdēˌak/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the heart




•
 
a cardiac arrest.










2.
 
of or relating to the part of the stomach nearest the esophagus.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹informal›

 a person with heart disease.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting heart disease): from French 
cardiaque

 or Latin 
cardiacus

 , from Greek 
kardiakos

 , from 
kardia

 ‘heart or upper opening of the stomach.’ The adjective dates from the early 17th cent.





cardiac arrest






noun




a sudden, sometimes temporary, cessation of function of the heart.













cardiac massage






noun




a procedure to resuscitate a patient suffering cardiac arrest or fibrillation by rhythmically compressing the chest and heart to restore circulation.

Also called heart massage
 .













cardiac muscle






noun




another term for myocardium
 .













cardialgia

 
/ˌkärdēˈalj(ē)ə/






noun



1.
 
heartburn.




2.
 
another term for cardiodynia
 .













cardie

 
/ˈkärdē /

 
cardi
 , cardy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a cardigan




•
 
a pink cashmere cardie.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.






Cardiff

 
/ˈkärdəf/






the capital of Wales, a seaport on the Bristol Channel, in the southern part of the country; pop. 314,100 (est. 2009).

Welsh name Caerdydd
 .









cardigan

 
/ˈkärdəɡən/





I.
 
noun




a knitted sweater fastening down the front, typically with long sleeves.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (Crimean War): named after James Thomas Brudenel, 7th Earl of 
Cardigan

 (1797–1868), leader of the Charge of the Light Brigade, whose troops first wore such garments.





Cardin, Pierre

 
/kärˈdaN, -ˈdan/






(1922–), French couturier, the first designer in the field of haute couture to show a collection of clothes for men as well as for women.









cardinal

 
/ˈkärd(ə)nl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leading dignitary of the Roman Catholic Church. Cardinals are nominated by the pope and form the Sacred College, which elects succeeding popes (now invariably from among their own number).




2.
 
(also 
cardinal red

 )
 — a deep scarlet color like that of a cardinal's cassock.




3.
 
a New World songbird of the bunting family, with a stout bill and typically with a conspicuous crest. The male is partly or mostly red in color.

[Family 
Emberizidae

 , subfamily 
Cardinalinae

 (the 
cardinal grosbeak subfamily

 ): four genera and several species, esp. the 
northern cardinal

 (
Cardinalis cardinalis

 ), the male of which is scarlet with a black face. This subfamily also includes American grosbeaks, buntings, and saltators.]








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of the greatest importance; fundamental




•
 
two cardinal points must be borne in mind.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cardinalate

 
/ˈkärd(ə)nələt /






noun





cardinal
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)













2.
 
cardinally






adverb













3.
 
cardinalship

 
/ˈkärd(ə)nəlˌSHip /






noun





cardinal
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
cardinalis

 , from 
cardo

 , 
cardin-

 ‘hinge.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun has arisen through the notion of the important function of such priests as “pivots” of church life.





cardinal beetle






noun




a mainly bright red beetle with feathery or comblike antennae. It typically lives under loose bark.

[Family 
Pyrochroidae

 : several genera.]













cardinal fish






noun




a small brightly colored fish found in shallow tropical seas around reefs. The male often broods the eggs in his mouth.

[Family 
Apogonidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Apogon

 , and numerous species.]













cardinal flower

 
/ˈkärdnəl ˌflou(ə)r ˈkärdənəl ˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a tall scarlet-flowered lobelia found in North America.

[
Lobelia cardinalis

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 .]













cardinality

 
/ˌkärdəˈnalədē/






noun






[Mathematics]

 the number of elements in a set or other grouping, as a property of that grouping.














cardinal number

 
/ˈkärdnəl ˈnəmbər/






noun




a number denoting quantity (one, two, three, etc.), as opposed to an ordinal number (first, second, third, etc.).













cardinal point

 
/ˈkärdnəl point/






noun




each of the four main points of the compass (north, south, east, and west).













cardinal sin






noun



1.
 
another name for deadly sin
 .




2.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 a serious error of judgment




•
 
the program was canceled for the biggest cardinal sin of them all—it dared to be intelligent.




















cardinal virtue

 
/ˈkärdnəl ˈvərCHo͞o/






noun




each of the chief natural virtues of justice, prudence, temperance, and fortitude, as defined by Plato and Aristotle and adopted by the Church Fathers.

Compare with theological virtue
 .













card index

 
/ˈkärd ˈinˌdeks/






noun




a catalog or similar collection of information in which each item is entered on a separate card, and the cards are arranged in a particular order, typically alphabetical.














carding wool






noun




short-stapled pieces of wool that result from the carding process, spun and woven to make standard-quality fabrics.

Compare with combing wool
 .













cardio

 
/ˈkärdēō/






noun






‹informal›

 cardiovascular exercise.














cardio-

 
/ˈkärdēō/





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the heart




•
 
cardiograph




•
 
cardiopulmonary.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kardia

 ‘heart.’






cardiodynia

 
/ˌkärdēōˈdinēə/






noun




pain in the region of the heart.













cardiogram

 
/ˈkärdēəˌɡram/






noun




a record of muscle activity within the heart made by a cardiograph.













cardiograph

 
/ˈkärdēəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for recording heart muscle activity, such as an electrocardiograph.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cardiographer

 
/ˌkärdēˈäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
cardiography

 
/ˌkärdēˈäɡrəfē /






noun





















cardioid

 
/ˈkärdēˌoid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a heart-shaped curve traced by a point on the circumference of a circle as it rolls around another identical circle.




2.
 
(also 
cardioid microphone

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a directional microphone with a pattern of sensitivity of this shape.








II.
 
adjective




of the shape of a cardioid.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
kardioeidēs

 ‘heart-shaped,’ from 
kardia

 ‘heart’ + 
eidos

 ‘form.’





cardiologist

 
/kärdēˈäləjəst/






noun




a doctor who specializes in the study or treatment of heart diseases and heart abnormalities




•
 
if you have chest pains I suggest you see a cardiologist.



















cardiology

 
/ˌkärdēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine that deals with diseases and abnormalities of the heart.








II.
 
derivatives





cardiological

 
/ˌkärdēəˈläjik(ə)l /






adjective





















cardiomegaly

 
/ˌkärdēōˈmeɡəlē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal enlargement of the heart.











– origin

 1960s: from cardio-
 + Greek 
megas

 , 
megal-

 ‘great.’






cardiomyopathy

 
/ˌkärdēōmīˈäpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 chronic disease of the heart muscle.













cardiopathy

 
/ˌkärdēˈäpəTHē/






noun




heart disease.













cardiopulmonary

 
/ˌkärdēōˈpo͝olmənerē/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to the heart and the lungs.














cardiopulmonary resuscitation






noun




a medical procedure involving repeated compression of a patient's chest, performed in an attempt to restore the blood circulation and breathing of a person who has suffered cardiac arrest.













cardiorespiratory

 
/ˌkärdēōˈrespərətôrē/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to the action of both heart and lungs.













cardiovascular

 
/ˌkärdēōˈvaskyələr/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to the heart and blood vessels.














cardiovascular system






noun




another term for circulatory system
 .













carditis

 
/kärˈdīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the heart.













cardmember

 
/ˈkärdˌmembər/






noun




a holder of a particular credit or charge card.













cardoon

 
/kärˈdo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a tall thistlelike southern European plant related to the globe artichoke, with leaves and roots that may be used as vegetables.

[
Cynaracardunculus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
cardon

 , from 
carde

 ‘edible part of an artichoke,’ from modern Provençal 
cardo

 , based on Latin 
carduus

 , 
cardus

 ‘thistle, artichoke.’





Cardozo, Benjamin N.

 
/kärˈdōzō/






(1870–1938), US Supreme Court associate justice 1932–38; full name 
Benjamin Nathan Cardozo

 . Considered a liberal, he championed court involvement in the making of public policy.









card reader






noun



1.
 
an electronic sensor that reads a magnetic strip or bar code on a credit card, membership card, etc.




2.
 
an electronic device that reads and transfers data from various portable memory storage devices.














card sharp

 
/ˈkärd ˌSHärp /

 
card sharper
 , card shark






noun




a person who cheats at cards in order to win money.













card table

 
/ˈkärd ˌtābəl/






noun




a square table for playing cards on, typically having legs that fold flat for storage.














care

 
/ker/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the provision of what is necessary for the health, welfare, maintenance, and protection of someone or something




•
 
the care of the elderly




•
 
the child is safe 
in the care of

 her grandparents




•
 
health care.










2.
 
serious attention or consideration applied to doing something correctly or to avoid damage or risk




•
 
he planned his departure with great care.










3.
 
an object of concern or attention




•
 
the cares of family life.










4.
 
a feeling of or occasion for anxiety




•
 
she was driving along without a care in the world.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — feel concern or interest; attach importance to something




•
 
they don't 
care about

 human life




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I don't care what she says.










2.
 
feel affection or liking




•
 
you 
care

 very deeply 
for

 him.










3.
 
(
care for something/care to do something

 )
 — like or be willing to do or have something




•
 
would you care for some tea?




•
 
I don't care to listen to him.










4.
 
(
care for

 )
 — look after and provide for the needs of




•
 
he has numerous animals to care for.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
care of






at the address of




•
 
write to me care of Anne.















2.
 could) care less ">
I (or he, she, etc.) couldn't (or also could) care less








‹informal›

 used to express complete indifference




•
 
he couldn't care less about football.















3.
 
for all you care (or he, she, etc., cares)








‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone feels no interest or concern




•
 
I could drown for all you care.















4.
 
have a care






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 be cautious




•
 
“Have a care!” she warned.















5.
 
take care





a.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — be cautious; keep oneself safe




•
 
take care if you're planning to go out tonight.










b.
 
said to someone on leaving them




•
 
take care, see you soon.










c.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — make sure of doing something




•
 
he would take care to provide himself with an escape clause.















6.
 
take care of





a.
 
keep (someone or something) safe and provided for




•
 
I can take care of myself.










b.
 
deal with (something)




•
 
he has the tools to take care of the electrical problem.





















– origin

 Old English 
caru

 (noun), 
carian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Old High German 
chara

 ‘grief, lament,’ 
charon

 ‘grieve,’ and Old Norse 
kǫr

 ‘sickbed.’





CARE

 
/ker/






abbreviation




Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere, a large private organization that provides emergency and long-term assistance to people in need throughout the world.













careen

 
/kəˈrēn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — turn (a ship) on its side for cleaning, caulking, or repair.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship) tilt; lean over




•
 
a heavy flood tide caused my vessel to careen dizzily.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 move swiftly and in an uncontrolled way in a specified direction




•
 
an electric golf cart careened around the corner.







[influenced by the verb career
 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun denoting the position of a careened ship): from French 
carène

 , from Italian 
carena

 , from Latin 
carina

 ‘a keel.’






career

 
/kəˈrir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an occupation undertaken for a significant period of a person's life and with opportunities for progress.




2.
 
the time spent by a person while committed to a particular profession




•
 
the end of a distinguished career in the navy.










3.
 
the progress through history of an institution or organization




•
 
the court has had a 
checkered career

 .










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — working permanently in or committed to a particular profession




•
 
a career diplomat.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a woman) pursuing a profession outside of the home.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move swiftly and in an uncontrolled way in a specified direction




•
 
the car careered across the road and went through a hedge.














III.
 
phrases





in full career








‹archaic›

 at full speed.















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a road or racecourse): from French 
carrière

 , from Italian 
carriera

 , based on Latin 
carrus

 ‘wheeled vehicle.’





careerist

 
/kəˈrirəst/





I.
 
noun




a person whose main concern is for professional advancement, especially one willing to achieve this by any means


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a careerist politician.














II.
 
derivatives





careerism

 
/kəˈriˌrizəm /






noun





















carefree

 
/ˈkerˌfrē/





I.
 
adjective




free from anxiety or responsibility




•
 
she changed from a carefree girl into a woman




•
 
the carefree days of summer.














II.
 
derivatives





carefreeness






noun





















careful

 
/ˈkerfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making sure of avoiding potential danger, mishap, or harm; cautious




•
 
I begged him to be more careful




•
 
be careful not to lose her address




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
Careful! That stuff's worth a fortune!










2.
 
(
careful of/about

 )
 — anxious to protect (something) from harm or loss; solicitous




•
 
he was very careful of his reputation.










3.
 
prudent in the use of something, especially money




•
 
he had always been 
careful with

 money.










4.
 
done with or showing thought and attention




•
 
a careful consideration of the facts.














II.
 
derivatives





carefulness

 
/ˈkerfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
carful

 (see care
 , -ful
 ).





carefully

 
/ˈkerfəlē/






adverb




in a way that deliberately avoids harm or errors; cautiously




•
 
they must be carefully handled and stored




•
 
he listened carefully to the way people spoke.



















caregiver

 
/ˈkerˌɡivər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a family member or paid helper who regularly looks after a child or a sick, elderly, or disabled person.








II.
 
derivatives





caregiving






noun, adjective





















careless

 
/ˈkerləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not giving sufficient attention or thought to avoiding harm or errors




•
 
she had been careless and had left the window unlocked.










2.
 
(of an action or its result) showing or caused by a lack of attention




•
 
he admitted to careless driving




•
 
a careless error.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
careless of/about

 )
 — not concerned or worried about




•
 
he was careless about his own safety.










4.
 
showing no interest or effort; casual




•
 
she gave a careless shrug.

















– origin

 Old English 
carlēas

 ‘free from care’ (see care
 , -less
 ).





carelessly

 
/ˈkerləslē/






adverb




in a casual or reckless way; inattentively




•
 
roadsides are full of litter thrown carelessly by passers-by




•
 
he replied carelessly.



















carelessness

 
/ˈkerləsnəs/






noun




failure to give sufficient attention to avoiding harm or errors; negligence




•
 
most road accidents are caused by carelessness on the part of motorists.



















care package





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a parcel of food, money, or luxury items sent to a loved one who is away.











– origin

 probably from the 
CARE Packages

 originally distributed by the humanitarian organization 
Cooperative for American Remittances to Europe

 after World War II.





caress

 
/kəˈres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
touch or stroke gently or lovingly




•
 
she caressed the girl's forehead




•
 


‹figurative›

 a gentle breeze caressed his skin




•
 (as 
adj.

 
caressing

 )
 
his caressing touch.














II.
 
noun




a gentle or loving touch.








III.
 
derivatives





caressingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
caresser

 (verb), 
caresse

 (noun), from Italian 
carezza

 , based on Latin 
carus

 ‘dear.’





caret

 
/ˈkerət/





I.
 
noun




a mark (‸, ⁁) placed below the line to indicate a proposed insertion in a printed or written text.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘is lacking.’





caretaker

 
/ˈkerˌtākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed to look after a public building or a house in the owner's absence.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — holding power temporarily




•
 
his was a caretaker regime.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person employed to look after people or animals.








II.
 
derivatives





caretake






verb





















Carew, Rod

 
/kəˈro͞o/






(1945–), US baseball player; born in Panama; full name 
Rodney Cline Carew

 . An infielder for the Minnesota Twins 1967–79 and the California Angels 1979–85, he was a seven-time American League batting champion 1969, 1972–75, 1977–78. Baseball Hall of Fame (1991).









care worker

 
//






noun






(Brit.)

 a person employed to support and supervise vulnerable, infirm, or disadvantaged people, or those under the care of the state.













careworn

 
/ˈkerˌwôrn/






adjective




tired and unhappy because of prolonged worry




•
 
a careworn expression.



















Carey, George

 
/ˈke(ə)rē/






(1935–), English Anglican churchman; archbishop of Canterbury 1991–2002; full name 
George Leonard Carey

 .









Carey, Mariah






(1970–), US singer and songwriter, noted for her wide vocal range. Her albums include 
Mariah Carey

 (1990), 
Merry Christmas

 (1994), 
Daydream

 (1995), 
Butterfly

 (1997), and 
Memoirs of an Imperfect Angel

 (2009).









carfare

 
/ˈkärfer/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the fare for travel on a bus, subway, or similar mode of public transportation.













cargo

 
/ˈkärɡō/





I.
 
noun




goods carried on a ship, aircraft, or motor vehicle




•
 
transportation of bulk cargo




•
 
a cargo of oil.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish 
cargo

 , 
carga

 , from late Latin 
carricare

 , 
carcare

 ‘to load,’ from Latin 
carrus

 ‘wheeled vehicle.’





cargo cult






noun




(in the Melanesian Islands) a system of belief based around the expected arrival of ancestral spirits in ships bringing cargoes of food and other goods.













cargo pants

 
//






noun




loose-fitting casual slacks with large patch pockets on the thighs.













carhop

 
/ˈkärhäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a waiter or waitress at a drive-in restaurant.













Caria

 
/ˈkerēə/





I.
 
an ancient region of southwestern Asia Minor, south of the Maeander River and northwest of Lycia.




II.
 
derivatives





Carian






adjective, noun






















Carib

 
/ˈkerəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous South American people living mainly in coastal regions of French Guiana, Suriname, Guyana, and Venezuela.




2.
 
the language of the Caribs.

Also called Galibi
 . The Caribs were in the process of colonizing the Lesser Antilles from the mainland, displacing Arawak peoples, when their expansion was halted by the arrival of the Spaniards, who all but wiped them out; a few hundred remain on Dominica. Carib is now spoken by around 20,000 people in parts of northern South America. 
Island Carib

 is an extinct language of the entirely distinct Arawakan group, formerly used in the Lesser Antilles; 
Black Carib

 , spoken in parts of Central America, is derived from this.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the Caribs or their language.




2.
 
relating to Island Carib or Black Carib.











– origin

 from Spanish 
caribe

 , from Haitian Creole. Compare with cannibal
 .





Cariban

 
/ˈkarəbən, kəˈrē-/





I.
 
adjective




of, belonging to, or denoting a family of South American languages scattered widely throughout Brazil, Suriname, Guyana, Venezuela, and Colombia. With the exception of Carib, they are all extinct or nearly so.








II.
 
noun




the Cariban family of languages.













Caribbean

 
/ˌkerəˈbēən kəˈribēən/





I.
 
noun




the region consisting of the Caribbean Sea, its islands (including the West Indies), and the surrounding coasts.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Caribbean.











usage:

 There are two possible pronunciations of the word 
Caribbean

 , and both are used widely and acceptably in the US. In the Caribbean itself, the preferred pronunciation puts the stress on the 
-rib-

 . In Britain, speakers more often put the stress on the 
-be-

 , although in recent years, the other pronunciation has gained ground in Britain as the more ‘up-to-date’ and, to some, the more ‘correct’ pronunciation.





Caribbean Sea






the part of the Atlantic Ocean that lies between the Antilles and the mainland of Central and South America.









caribe

 
/kəˈrēbē/





I.
 
noun




another term for piranha
 .











– origin

 Spanish: see Carib
 .





Cariboo Mountains

 
/ˌkerəbo͞o ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in east central British Columbia, part of the Rocky Mountains. It was the site of an 1860s gold rush.









caribou

 
/ˈkerəˌbo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large North American reindeer.

[Genus 
Rangifer

 : several species, in particular the 
woodland caribou

 (
R. caribou

 ) and the 
barren ground caribou

 (
R. tarandus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Canadian French, from Micmac 
γalipu

 , literally ‘snowshoveler’ (because the caribou scrapes away snow to feed on the vegetation underneath).





caricature

 
/ˈkerikəCHər ˈkerikəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a picture, description, or imitation of a person or thing in which certain striking characteristics are exaggerated in order to create a comic or grotesque effect




•
 
a caricature of Jimmy Durante




•
 
there are elements of caricature in the portrayal of the hero.










2.
 
a ludicrous or grotesque version of someone or something




•
 
he looked like a caricature of his normal self.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or give a comically or grotesquely exaggerated representation of (someone or something)




•
 
he was caricatured on the cover of 
TV Guide






•
 
a play that caricatures the legal profession.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
caricatural

 
/ˈkerəkəCH(ə)rəl /






adjective













2.
 
caricaturist

 
/ˈˌkerəkəˈˌCHo͝o(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
caricatura

 , from 
caricare

 ‘load, exaggerate,’ from Latin 
carricare

 (see charge
 ).






caries

 
/ˈkerēz/





I.
 
noun




decay and crumbling of a tooth or bone.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin.





carillon

 
/ˈkerəˌlän ˈkerələn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of bells in a tower, played using a keyboard or by an automatic mechanism similar to a piano roll.




2.
 
a tune played on a carillon.








II.
 
derivatives





carillonneur

 
/ˌkarələˈnər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
quarregnon

 ‘peal of four bells,’ based on Latin 
quattuor

 ‘four.’





carina

 
/kəˈrēnə kəˈrīnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 a keel-shaped structure, in particular




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Zoology]

 the ridge of a bird's breastbone, to which the main flight muscles are attached.




3.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 cartilage situated at the point where the trachea divides into the two bronchi.








II.
 
derivatives





carinal

 
/kəˈrēn(ə)l kəˈrīn(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘keel.’





Carina

 
/kəˈrīnə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Keel) partly in the Milky Way, originally part of Argo. It contains the second brightest star in the sky, Canopus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Carinae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Carinae.













– origin

 Latin.






carinate

 
/ˈkerənət ˈkerəˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a keellike ridge.




2.
 
(of a bird) having a deep ridge on the breastbone for the attachment of flight muscles.

Contrasted with ratite
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
carinated

 
/-ˌnātid /






adjective













2.
 
carination

 
/ˌkarəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
carinatus

 ‘having a keel,’ from 
carina

 ‘keel.’





caring

 
/ˈkeriNG/





I.
 
adjective




displaying kindness and concern for others




•
 
a caring and invaluable friend.














II.
 
noun




the work or practice of looking after those unable to care for themselves, especially sick and elderly people


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the caring professions.



















caring profession






noun




a job that involves taking care of other people, such as nursing, teaching, or social work.













Carinthian

 
/kəˈrinTHēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Alpine Austrian state of Carinthia or its inhabitants




•
 
a trip to the Carinthian countryside.














II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of the Alpine Austrian state of Carinthia




•
 
thanks to their climate and their ancestry, the Carinthians are as a rule very good looking.



















Carioca

 
/ˌkerēˈōkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Rio de Janeiro.




2.
 
(
carioca

 )
 — a Brazilian dance resembling the samba.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi 
kari'oka

 ‘house of the white man.’





cariogenic

 
/ˌkerēəˈjenik/






adjective






‹technical›

 causing tooth decay.













carious

 
/ˈkerēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of bones or teeth) decayed.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
cariosus

 (see caries
 ).





caritas

 
/ˈkariˌtas, ˈkäriˌtäs/





I.
 
noun




Christian love of humankind; charity.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin.





carjacking

 
/ˈkärˌjakiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of violently stealing an occupied car.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
carjack

 
/ˈkärˌjak /






verb













2.
 
carjacker

 
/ˈkärˌjakər /






noun



















– origin

 1990s: blend of car
 and 
hijacking

 (see hijack
 ).





carking

 
/ˈkärkiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 causing distress or worry




•
 
her carking doubts.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: present participle of Middle English 
cark

 ‘worry, burden,’ from Old Northern French 
carkier

 , based on late Latin 
carcare

 (see charge
 ).






carl

 
/kärl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a peasant or man of low birth.











– origin

 Old English (denoting a peasant or villein): from Old Norse 
karl

 ‘man, freeman,’ of Germanic origin; related to churl
 .





carline

 
/ˈkärlən /

 
carline thistle





I.
 
noun




a thistlelike European plant with flower heads that bear shiny persistent straw-colored bracts.

[Genus 
Carlina

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular 
C. vulgaris

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
carlina

 , perhaps an alteration of 
cardina

 (from Latin 
carduus

 ‘thistle’), by association with 
Carolus Magnus

 (see Charlemagne
 ), to whom its medicinal properties were said to have been revealed.





Carlisle

 
/ˈkärlīl ˌkärˈlīl/






a historic borough in southern Pennsylvania, southwest of Harrisburg; pop. 18,379 (est. 2008). It is home to the Army War College.









Carlism

 
/ˈkärˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Spanish conservative political movement originating in support of Don Carlos, brother of Fernando VII (died 1833), who claimed the throne in place of Fernando's daughter Isabella. The movement supported the Catholic Church and opposed centralized government; it was revived in support of the Nationalist side during the Spanish Civil War.








II.
 
derivatives





Carlist

 
/ˈkärˌlist /






adjective, noun





















carload

 
/ˈkärˌlōd/






noun



1.
 
the number of people that can travel in an automobile




•
 


a carload of

 passengers.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the quantity of goods that can be carried in a railroad freight car.














Carlovingian

 
/ˌkärləˈvinj(ē)ən/





I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for Carolingian
 .











– origin

 from French 
carlovingien

 , from 
Karl

 ‘Charles,’ on the pattern of 
mérovingien

 ‘Merovingian.’





Carlow

 
/ˈkärlō/






a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster.









Carlsbad

 
/ˈkärlzbad/





I.
 
a city in southwestern California, on the Pacific coast, north of San Diego; pop. 96,374 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southeastern New Mexico, on the Pecos River; pop. 25,629 (est. 2008). To the southwest is Carlsbad Caverns, a vast cave complex.









Carlsbad plum





I.
 
noun




a dessert plum of a blue-black variety, that is often crystallized.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Karlsbad

 (now Karlovy Vary).





Carlton, Steve

 
/ˈkärltən/






(1944–), US baseball player; full name 
Steven Norman Carlton

 ; nicknamed 
Lefty

 . He was the first pitcher to win four Cy Young awards 1972, 1977, 1980, 1982. He played chiefly for the St. Louis Cardinals 1965–71 and the Philadelphia Phillies 1972–86. Baseball Hall of Fame (1994).









Carlyle, Thomas

 
/kärˈlīl, ˈkärˌlīl/






(1795–1881), Scottish historian and political philosopher. He wrote 
History of the French Revolution

 (1837).









carmaker

 
/ˈkärˌmākər/






noun




a manufacturer of automobiles.













carman

 
/ˈkärmən/






noun






‹dated›

 a driver of a streetcar or horse-drawn carriage.













Carmel

 
/kärˈmel/






a city in west central California, a resort on the Pacific Ocean, south of Monterey; pop. 3,886 (est. 2008).









Carmel, Mount

 
/ˈkärməl/






a group of mountains near the Mediterranean coast in northwestern Israel that shelter the port of Haifa. In the Bible it is the site of the defeat of the priests of Baal by the prophet Elijah (I Kings 18).









Carmelite

 
/ˈkärməˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a friar or nun of a contemplative Catholic order founded at Mount Carmel during the Crusades.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Carmelites.













Carmichael

 
/ˈkärˌmīk(ə)l/






a community in north central California, northeast of Sacramento; pop. 49,742 (2000).









Carmichael, Hoagy






(1899–1981), US jazz pianist, composer, and singer; full name 
Howard Hoagland Carmichael

 . His best-known songs include 
“Stardust”

 (1929), 
“Georgia on My Mind”

 (1930), and 
“In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the Evening”

 (1951).









carminative

 
/kärˈminədiv ˈkärməˌnādiv/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) relieving flatulence.








II.
 
noun




a drug that relieves flatulence.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
carminatif

 , 
-ive

 , or medieval Latin 
carminat-

 ‘healed (by incantation),’ from the verb 
carminare

 , from Latin 
carmen

 (see charm
 ).






carmine

 
/ˈkärmīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vivid crimson color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
carmine roses.










2.
 
a vivid crimson pigment made from cochineal.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
carmin

 , based on Arabic 
ḳirmiz

 (see kermes
 ). Compare with crimson
 .





Carnac

 
/ˈkärnak/






the site in Brittany of nearly 3,000 megalithic stones dating from the Neolithic period.









carnage

 
/ˈkärnij/





I.
 
noun




the killing of a large number of people.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
carnaggio

 , from medieval Latin 
carnaticum

 , from Latin 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’






carnal

 
/ˈkärnl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to physical, especially sexual, needs and activities




•
 
carnal desire.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
carnality

 
/kärˈnalədē /






noun













2.
 
carnally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Christian Latin 
carnalis

 , from 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





carnal knowledge






noun






‹dated›

 
[chiefly Law]

 sexual intercourse.













carnallite

 
/ˈkärnlˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a white or reddish mineral consisting of a hydrated chloride of potassium and magnesium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Rudolf von 
Carnall

 (1804–74), German mining engineer, + -ite
 1
 .





Carnap, Rudolf

 
/ˈkärˌnap/






(1891–1970), US philosopher; born in Germany; a founding member of the logical positivist Vienna Circle. Notable works: 
The Logical Structure of the World

 (1928) and 
The Logical Foundations of Probability

 (1950).









carnassial

 
/kärˈnasēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 denoting the large upper premolar and lower molar teeth of a carnivore, adapted for shearing flesh.








II.
 
noun




a carnassial tooth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
carnassier

 ‘carnivorous,’ based on Latin 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





Carnatic

 
/kärˈnadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting the main style of classical music in southern India, as distinct from the Hindustani music of the north




•
 
Carnatic music.

















– origin

 Anglicization of Karnataka
 in southwestern India.





carnation1


 
/kärˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a double-flowered cultivated variety of clove pink, with gray-green leaves and showy pink, white, or red flowers.

[
Dianthus caryophyllus

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 : many cultivars.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps based on a misreading of Arabic 
ḳaranful

 ‘clove or clove pink,’ from Greek 
karyophullon

 . The early forms suggest confusion with 
carnation

 ‘rosy pink color,’ with 
incarnation

 , and with 
coronation

 .





carnation2


 
/kärˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a rosy pink color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
sage and carnation throw pillows.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
carnation

 ‘color of one's flesh,’ based on Latin 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





carnauba

 
/kärˈnôbə, -ˈnoubə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a northeastern Brazilian fan palm, the leaves of which exude a yellowish wax.

Also called wax palm
 . [
Copernicia cerifera

 , family 
Palmae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
carnauba wax

 )
 — wax from the carnauba palm, formerly used as a polish and for making candles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi.





carne asada

 
/kärnā əˈsädə, kärnē əˈsädə/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexican cooking) beef that has been marinated and grilled, typically served sliced in thin strips as a main course or as a filling in tacos, burritos, etc.




•
 
the carne asada was served exactly the way you'd find it in Mexico.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘grilled meat.’





Carnegie, Andrew

 
/ˈkärniɡē, kärˈnāɡē/






(1835–1919), US industrialist and philanthropist; born in Scotland. After building up a fortune in the steel industry, he retired in 1901 and devoted his wealth to charitable purposes, in particular to libraries, education, and the arts. He established the Carnegie Institute of Technology in 1900.









carnelian

 
/kärˈnēlēən /

 
cornelian





I.
 
noun




a semiprecious stone consisting of an orange or orange-red variety of chalcedony.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
corneline

 ; the prefix 
car-

 being suggested by Latin 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





carnet

 
/kärˈnā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book of tickets for use on public transport in some countries.




2.
 
a customs permit allowing a motor vehicle to be taken across an international border for a limited period.











– origin

 1920s: from French, ‘notebook.’





Carney, Art

 
/ˈkärnē/






(1918–2003), US actor; full name 
Arthur William Matthew Carney

 . Best known for his role as Ed Norton in the 1950s television series 
The Honeymooners

 , he also appeared in such movies as 
Harry and Tonto

 (1974) and 
Going in Style

 (1979).









Carnic Alps

 
/ˌkärnik ˈalps/






a range of the Alps on the border of southern Austria and northeastern Italy that reaches 9,124 feet (2,781 m) at Monte Coglians (Hohe Warte). German name 
Karnische Alpen

 .









carnitas

 
/ˌkärˈnēdəs/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Mexican cooking) braised or roasted pork served shredded in small pieces, often as a filling in tacos, burritos, etc.




•
 
the carnitas had a great grilled flavor that melted in your mouth.

















– origin

 Mexican Spanish, literally ‘little pieces of meat.’





carnival

 
/ˈkärnəvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of public revelry at a regular time each year, typically during the week before Lent in Roman Catholic countries, involving processions, music, dancing, and the use of masquerade




•
 
the culmination of the week-long carnival




•
 
Mardi Gras is the last day of carnival




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a carnival parade.










2.
 
a public event or celebration, typically held outdoors and offering entertainment and exhibitions




•
 
he helped judge the ice-sculpture contest at the college's winter carnival.










3.
 
an exciting or riotous mixture of something




•
 
the whole evening was a carnival of fun.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a traveling amusement show or circus.








II.
 
derivatives





carnivalesque

 
/ˌkärnəvəˈlesk /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian 
carnevale

 , 
carnovale

 , from medieval Latin 
carnelevamen

 , 
carnelevarium

 ‘Shrovetide,’ from Latin 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh’ + 
levare

 ‘put away.’





Carnivora

 
/kärˈnivərə /

 

‹Zoology›







an order of mammals that comprises the cats, dogs, bears, hyenas, weasels, civets, raccoons, and mongooses. They are distinguished by having powerful jaws and teeth adapted for stabbing, tearing, and eating flesh.









carnivore

 
/ˈkärnəˌvôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal that feeds on flesh.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a mammal of the order 
Carnivora

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
carnivorus

 (see carnivorous
 ).






carnivorous

 
/ˌkärˈniv(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) feeding on other animals.




2.
 
(of a plant) able to trap and digest small animals, especially insects.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
carnivorously






adverb













2.
 
carnivorousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
carnivorus

 , from 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh’ + 
-vorus

 (see -vorous
 ).





carnosaur

 
/ˈkärnəˌsôr /

 
carnosaurus





I.
 
noun




a large bipedal carnivorous dinosaur, typically one with greatly reduced forelimbs.

[Infraorder 
Carnosauria

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 ; includes tyrannosaurus, allosaurus, and megalosaurus.]








II.
 
derivatives





carnosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin, from Latin 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh’ + Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





Carnot, Sadi

 
/kärˈnō/






(1796–1832), French scientist; full name 
Nicolas Léonard Sadi Carnot

 . His work in analyzing the efficiency of steam engines was of crucial importance to the theory of thermodynamics.









carnotite

 
/ˈkärnəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a lemon-yellow radioactive mineral consisting of hydrated vanadate of uranium and potassium, often found near petrified trees.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Marie Adolphe 
Carnot

 (1839–1920), French inspector of mines, + -ite
 1
 .





carny1


 
/ˈkärnē /

 
carnie
 , carney






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a carnival or amusement show




•
 
a carny atmosphere.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who works in a carnival or amusement show.













carny2


 
/ˈkärnē /

 
carney





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 artful; sly




•
 
Finley's carny approach to baseball.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





carob

 
/ˈkerəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brown floury powder extracted from the carob bean, used as a substitute for chocolate.




2.
 
(also 
carob tree

 )
 — a small evergreen Arabian tree that bears long brownish-purple edible pods.

Also called locust tree
 (see locust
 (
sense

 3)). [
Ceratonia siliqua

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




3.
 
(also 
carob bean

 )
 — the edible pod of the carob tree.

Also called locust bean
 (see locust
 (
sense

 2)).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the carob bean): from Old French 
carobe

 , from medieval Latin 
carrubia

 , from Arabic 
ḵarrūba

 .






carol

 
/ˈkerəl/





I.
 
noun




a religious folk song or popular hymn, particularly one associated with Christmas




•
 
singing 
Christmas carols

 around the tree




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a carol service.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
noun

 
caroling

 )
 — sing Christmas songs or hymns, especially in a group




•
 
a night of 
Christmas caroling

 was traditional




•
 
we caroled from door to door.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sing or say (something) happily




•
 
she was cheerfully caroling the words of the song.














III.
 
derivatives





caroler

 
/ˈkerələr /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
carole

 (noun), 
caroler

 (verb), of unknown origin.





Carol City

 
/ˌkerəl ˈsidē/






a suburban community in southeastern Florida, north of Miami; pop. 59,443 (2000).









Carolina

 
/ˌkerəˈlīnə/






a commercial and residential suburb in Puerto Rico, east of San Juan; pop. 167,000 (est. 2009).










Carolina duck






noun




another term for wood duck
 .













Carolina parakeet






noun




a small long-tailed parakeet with mainly green plumage and a yellow and orange head. It was formerly common in the eastern US but was exterminated by about 1920.

[
Conuropsis carolinensis

 , family 
Psittacidae

 .]














Carolina rose






noun




another term for pasture rose
 .













Caroline

 
/ˈkerəˌlīn ˈkerəlin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(also 
Carolean

 )
 — of or relating to the reigns of Charles I and II of England




•
 
a Caroline poet.










2.
 
another term for Carolingian
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Carolus

 ‘Charles.’





Caroline Islands

 
/ˈkerəlīn ˌīləndz /

 
the Carolines






a group of islands in the western Pacific Ocean, north of the equator, divided between the Federated States of Micronesia and Palau.










Carolingian

 
/ˌkerəˈlinj(ē)ən /

 
Carlovingian





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Frankish dynasty, founded by Charlemagne's father (Pepin III), that ruled in western Europe from 750 to 987.




2.
 
denoting or relating to a style of minuscule script developed in France during the time of Charlemagne, on which modern lower-case letters are largely based.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Carolingian dynasty.











– origin

 alteration of earlier Carlovingian
 , by association with medieval Latin 
Carolus

 ‘Charles.’





Carolingian Renaissance






a period during the reign of Charlemagne and his successors that was marked by achievements in art, architecture, learning, and music.









Carol Stream






a village in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 40,004 (est. 2008).










carom

 
/ˈkerəm /

 

‹Billiards chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for billiard
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
(also 
carom billiards

 )
 — any of the billiard games played on a table without pockets.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a carom; strike and rebound.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: abbreviation of 
carambole

 , from Spanish 
carambola

 , apparently from 
bola

 ‘ball.’





carotene

 
/ˈkerəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an orange or red plant pigment found in carrots and many other plant structures. It is a terpenoid hydrocarbon with several isomers, of which one (
beta carotene

 ) is important in the diet as a precursor of vitamin A.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
carota

 (see carrot
 ).





carotenoid

 
/kəˈrät(ə)nˌoid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of mainly yellow, orange, or red fat-soluble pigments, including carotene, which give color to plant parts such as ripe tomatoes and autumn leaves. They are terpenoids based on a structure having the formula C40
 H56
 .













Carothers, Wallace

 
/kəˈrəT͟Hərz/






(1896–1937), US industrial chemist; full name 
Wallace Hume Carothers

 . He developed neoprene, the first successful synthetic rubber and also Nylon 6.6, a synthetic fiber.









carotid

 
/kəˈrädəd/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the two main arteries that carry blood to the head and neck, and their two main branches.








II.
 
noun




each of the two main arteries that carry blood to the head and neck.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
carotide

 or modern Latin 
carotides

 , from Greek 
karōtides

 , plural of 
karōtis

 ‘drowsiness,’ from 
karoun

 ‘stupefy’ (because compression of these arteries was thought to cause stupor).





carotid body






noun




a small mass of receptors in the carotid artery sensitive to chemical change in the blood.













carouse

 
/kəˈrouz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink plentiful amounts of alcohol and enjoy oneself with others in a noisy, lively way




•
 
they danced and caroused until the drink ran out




•
 (as 
noun

 
carousing

 )
 
a night of carousing.














II.
 
noun




a noisy, lively drinking party




•
 
corporate carouses.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
carousal

 
/kəˈrouz(ə)l /






noun













2.
 
carouser

 
/kəˈrouzər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: originally as an adverb meaning ‘all out, completely’ in the phrase 
drink carouse

 , from German 
gar aus trinken

 ; hence ‘drink heavily, have a drinking bout.’





carousel

 
/ˌkerəˈsel /

 
carrousel





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a merry-go-round.




2.
 
a rotating machine or device, in particular a conveyor system at an airport from which arriving passengers collect their luggage.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a tournament in which groups of knights took part in chariot races and other demonstrations of equestrian skills.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
carrousel

 , from Italian 
carosello

 .





carp1


 
/kärp/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied freshwater fish, typically with barbels around the mouth. Carp are farmed for food in some parts of the world and are widely kept in large ponds.

[Family 
Cyprinidae

 (the 
minnow family

 ): several genera and species, including the 
common carp

 (
Cyprinus carpio

 ) and 
silver carp

 (
Hypophthalmichthys molitrix

 ). The family includes the majority of freshwater fishes in Eurasia, Africa, and North and Central America.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
carpe

 , from late Latin 
carpa

 .





carp2


 
/kärp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complain or find fault continually, typically about trivial matters




•
 
I don't want to 
carp about

 the way you did it




•
 
he was constantly 
carping at

 me.














II.
 
derivatives





carper

 
/ˈkärpər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘talk, chatter’): from Old Norse 
karpa

 ‘brag’; later influenced by Latin 
carpere

 ‘pluck at, slander.’





carpaccio

 
/kärˈpäCH(ē)ō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian hors d'oeuvre consisting of thin slices of raw beef or fish served with a sauce.











– origin

 Italian, named after Vittore 
Carpaccio

 (see Carpaccio, Vittore
 ) (from his use of red pigments, resembling raw meat).






Carpaccio, Vittore

 
/kärˈpäCH(ē)ō/






(
c.

 1455–1525), Italian painter.









carpal

 
/ˈkärpəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the bones forming the human carpus (wrist), or to their equivalent in an animal's forelimb.

See carpus
 .








II.
 
noun




any of the carpal bones.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from carpus
 + -al
 .





carpal tunnel syndrome






noun




a painful condition of the hand and fingers caused by compression of a major nerve where it passes over the carpal bones through a passage at the front of the wrist, alongside the flexor tendons of the hand. It may be caused by repetitive movements over a long period, or by fluid retention, and is characterized by sensations of tingling, numbness, or burning.













car park

 
/ˈkär ˌpärk/






noun






(Brit.)

 a parking lot or parking garage.













Carpathian Mountains

 
/kärˌpāTHēən ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Carpathians






a mountain system that extends southeast from southern Poland and the Czech Republic into Romania.










carpe diem

 
/ˌkärpā ˈdēˌem/





I.
 
exclamation




used to urge someone to make the most of the present time and give little thought to the future.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, ‘seize the day!,’ a quotation from Horace (
Odes

 
I

 .xi).





carpel

 
/ˈkärpəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the female reproductive organ of a flower, consisting of an ovary, a stigma, and usually a style. It may occur singly or as one of a group.








II.
 
derivatives





carpellary

 
/ˈkärpəˌlerē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
carpelle

 or modern Latin 
carpellum

 , from Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





Carpentaria, Gulf of

 
/ˌkärpənˈte(ə)rēə/






a large bay on the northern coast of Australia, between Arnhem Land and the Cape York Peninsula.










carpenter

 
/ˈkärpən(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes and repairs wooden objects and structures.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be carpentered

 )


1.
 
make by shaping wood




•
 
the rails were carpentered very skillfully.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — do the work of a carpenter.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
carpentier

 , 
charpentier

 , from late Latin 
carpentarius (artifex

 ) ‘carriage (maker),’ from 
carpentum

 ‘wagon,’ of Gaulish origin; related to car
 .





carpenter ant

 
/ˈkärpən(t)ər ant/






noun




a large ant that burrows into wood to nest.

[Genus 
Camponotus

 , family 
Formicidae

 : numerous species.]













carpenter bee

 
/ˈkärpən(t)ər bē/






noun




a large solitary bee with purplish wings that nests in tunnels bored in dead wood or plant stems.

[Genus 
Xylocopa

 , family 
Apidae

 : several species.]













carpenter pants






plural noun




loose-fitting pants with many pockets of various sizes and loops for tools at the tops or sides of the legs.













carpentry

 
/ˈkärpəntrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the activity or occupation of making or repairing things in wood.




2.
 
the work made or done by a carpenter




•
 
the superb carpentry of the mahogany desk.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
carpentrie

 , Old French 
charpenterie

 , from 
charpentier

 (see carpenter
 ).





carpet

 
/ˈkärpət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a floor or stair covering made from thick woven fabric, typically shaped to fit a particular room




•
 
the house has wall-to-wall carpets throughout




•
 
the floor was covered with carpet.










2.
 
a large rug, typically an oriental one




•
 
priceless Persian carpets.










3.
 
a thick or soft expanse or layer of something




•
 


carpets of

 snowdrops and crocuses.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a carpetlike artificial playing surface on a tennis court or an athletic field.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a floor or stairs) with a carpet




•
 
the stairs were carpeted in a lovely shade of red.










2.
 
cover with a thick or soft expanse or layer of something




•
 
the meadows are carpeted with flowers.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 reprimand severely.








III.
 
phrases





call someone on the carpet








‹informal›

 severely reprimand someone




•
 
she might have called the accused person on the carpet.







[from 
carpet

 in the sense ‘table covering,’ referring to ‘the carpet of the council table,’ before which one would be summoned for reprimand; or simply referring to the carpet in front of a superior's desk.]















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a thick fabric used as a cover for a table or bed): from Old French 
carpite

 or medieval Latin 
carpita

 , from obsolete Italian 
carpita

 ‘woolen bedspread,’ based on Latin 
carpere

 ‘pluck, pull to pieces.’





carpetbag

 
/ˈkärpətˌbaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a traveling bag of a kind originally made of carpeting or carpetlike material.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a carpetbagger


(as 
adj.

 
carpetbagging

 )


•
 
rich, carpetbagging developers.



















carpetbagger

 
/ˈkärpətˌbaɡər/






noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a political candidate who seeks election in an area where they have no local connections.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 
‹historical›

 (in the US) a person from the northern states who went to the South after the Civil War to profit from the Reconstruction.




3.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person perceived as an unscrupulous opportunist




•
 
the organization is rife with carpetbaggers.



















carpet beetle

 
/ˈkärpət ˈbēdl/






noun




a small beetle whose larva (a woolly bear) is destructive to carpets, fabrics, and other materials.

[Genus 
Anthrenus

 , family 
Dermestidae

 .]













carpet-bomb

 
/ˈkärpət bäm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
carpet-bombing

 )


1.
 
bomb (an area) intensively.













carpeting

 
/ˈkärpədiNG/






noun



1.
 
carpets collectively




•
 
offices with wall-to-wall carpeting.










2.
 
the fabric from which carpets are made.














carpet moth






noun




a drab moth related to the clothes moth, the larvae of which feed on coarse textiles and animal hair.

[
Trichophaga tapetzella

 , family 
Tineidae

 .]













carpet shark






noun




a relatively small shallow-water shark with barbels around the nose or mouth and typically with a conspicuous color pattern. It is found in the Indo-Pacific region and the Red Sea.

[Family 
Orectolobidae

 : 
Orectolobus

 and other genera, and several species.]













carpet shell






noun




a burrowing bivalve mollusk of temperate and warm seas, with concentric growth rings and irregular colored markings.

[Genus 
Venerupis

 , family 
Veneriidae

 .]













carpet slipper

 
/ˈkärpət ˌslipər/






noun




a soft slipper whose upper part is made of wool or thick cloth.













carpet sweeper

 
/ˈkärpət ˌswēpər/






noun




a manual household implement used for sweeping carpets, having a revolving brush or brushes and a receptacle for dust and dirt.













carpetweed

 
/ˈkärpətˌwēd/






noun




any of various dicotyledonous, usually succulent plants that typically grow in warm, sandy regions.

[Family 
Aizoaceae

 , order 
Caryophyllales

 : several genera and species, in particular 
Mollugo verticillata

 , a North American weed with small whitish flowers; like many of the carpetweeds, it is prostrate and forms a dense mat on the ground.]













carphology

 
/kärˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 plucking at the bedclothes by a delirious patient.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
karphologia

 , from 
karphos

 ‘straw’ + 
legein

 ‘collect.’





car phone

 
/ˈkär ˌfōn/






noun




a mobile phone designed for use in a motor vehicle.













carping

 
/ˈkärpiNG/






adjective




difficult to please; critical




•
 
she has silenced the carping critics with a successful debut tour.



















carpo-






combining form




fruit




•
 
carpology




•
 
carpophore.



















carpology

 
/kärˈpäləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the study of fruits and seeds.








II.
 
derivatives





carpological

 
/ˌkärpəˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit’ + -logy
 .





carpool

 
/ˈkärpo͞ol /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrangement between people to make a regular journey in a single vehicle, typically with each person taking turns to drive the others.




2.
 
a group of people in a carpool.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or participate in a carpool.








III.
 
derivatives





carpooler






noun





















carpophore

 
/ˈkärpəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 (in a flower) an elongated axis that raises the stem of the pistil above the stamens.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (in a fungus) the stem of the fruiting body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit’ + -phore
 .





carport

 
/ˈkärˌpôrt/






noun




a shelter for a car consisting of a roof supported on posts, built beside a house.














carpus

 
/ˈkärpəs/





I.
 
noun




the group of small bones between the main part of the forelimb and the metacarpus in terrestrial vertebrates. The eight bones of the human carpus form the wrist and part of the hand, and are arranged in two rows.











– origin

 late Middle English: from modern Latin, from Greek 
karpos

 ‘wrist.’





Carracci

 
/kəˈräCHē/






the name of a family of Italian painters comprised of brothers 
Annibale

 (1560–1609) and 
Agostino

 (1557–1602) and their cousin 
Ludovico

 (1555–1619). Together they established a teaching academy at Bologna. Annibale is famed for his frescoes on the ceiling of the Farnese Gallery in Rome and for his invention of the caricature.










carrack

 
/ˈkerək/





I.
 
noun




a large merchant ship of a kind operating in European waters in the 14th to the 17th century.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
caraque

 ; perhaps from Spanish 
carraca

 , from Arabic, perhaps from 
ḳarāḳir

 , plural of 
ḳurḳūra

 , a type of merchant ship.






carrageen

 
/ˈkerəˌɡēn /

 
carragheen
 , carrageen moss





I.
 
noun




an edible red shoreline seaweed with flattened branching fronds, found in both Eurasia and North America and used to produce carrageenan.

Also called Irish moss
 . [
Chondrus crispus

 , phylum 
Rhodophyta

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Irish 
carraigín

 .





carrageenan

 
/ˌkerəˈɡēnən/





I.
 
noun




a substance extracted from red and purple seaweeds, consisting of a mixture of polysaccharides. It is used as a thickening or emulsifying agent in food products.











– origin

 1960s: from carrageen
 + -an
 .





Carrara

 
/kəˈrärə, -ˈre(ə)rə/






a town in northwestern Italy, in Tuscany, known for the white marble quarried here since Roman times; pop. 65,760 (2008).









carrefour

 
/ˈkarəˌfo͝or, ˌkarəˈfo͝or/






noun



1.
 
a crossroads.




2.
 
a public square, plaza, or marketplace where roads converge.













carrel

 
/ˈkerəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cubicle with a desk for the use of a reader or student in a library.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small enclosure or study in a cloister.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently related to carol
 in the old sense ‘ring.’





Carrel, Alexis

 
/käˈrel/






(1873–1944), French surgeon and biologist. He developed improved techniques for suturing arteries and veins and carried out some of the first organ transplants. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1912).









Carreras, José

 
/kəˈre(ə)rəs/






(1946–), Spanish opera singer, noted for his work in operas by Verdi and Puccini. He was one of the Three Tenors, along with Luciano Pavarotti and Placido Domingo.









carriage

 
/ˈkerij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a means of conveyance, in particular




2.
 
a four-wheeled passenger vehicle pulled by two or more horses




•
 
a horse-drawn carriage.










3.
 
a baby carriage.




4.
 
a shopping cart.




5.
 
a wheeled support for moving a heavy object such as a gun.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a passenger car of a train




•
 
the first-class carriages.










7.
 
the transporting of items or merchandise from one place to another.




8.
 
a moving part of a machine that carries other parts into the required position




•
 
a typewriter carriage.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's bearing or deportment




•
 
her carriage was graceful, her movements quick and deft.










10.
 
the harboring of a potentially disease-causing organism by a person or animal that does not contract the disease.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
cariage

 , from 
carier

 (see carry
 ).





carriage bolt






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large bolt with a round head, used chiefly for fixing wooden panels to masonry or to one another.













carriage dog





I.
 
noun




archaic term for Dalmatian
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: because Dalmatians were formerly trained to run behind a carriage as a guard dog.





carriage house






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a building for housing a horse-drawn carriage, typically such a building that has been converted into a dwelling.













carriage release






noun




a function or lever that enables the carriage on a manual or electric typewriter to move freely, instead of only in one direction when the keys are pressed.













carriage return






noun




another term for return
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun).













carriage trade





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the wealthy clientele of a business.











– origin

 with reference to people who formerly would have been wealthy enough to maintain a private carriage.





carriageway

 
/ˈkerəjˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 each of the two sides of a divided highway or expressway, each of which usually have two or more lanes.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the part of a road intended for vehicles rather than pedestrians.













carrick bend

 
/ˌkarik ˈbend/





I.
 
noun




a kind of knot used to join ropes, especially hawsers, end to end, especially so that they can go around a capstan without jamming.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from bend
 2
 : 
carrick

 perhaps an alteration of carrack
 .





carrier

 
/ˈkerēər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that carries, holds, or conveys something




•
 
water carriers.










2.
 
a person or company that undertakes the professional conveyance of goods or people




•
 
Pan Am was the third US carrier to cease operations in 1991.










3.
 
a vessel or vehicle for transporting people or things, especially goods in bulk




•
 
the largest timber carrier ever to dock at a Malaysian port.










4.
 
an aircraft carrier.




5.
 
a company that provides facilities for conveying telecommunications messages.




6.
 
a person or animal that transmits a disease-causing organism to others. Typically, the carrier suffers no symptoms of the disease




•
 
the black rat, best known as carrier of bubonic plague.










7.
 
a person or other organism that possesses a particular gene, especially as a single copy whose effect is masked by a dominant allele, so that the associated characteristic (such as a hereditary disease) is not displayed but may be passed to offspring.




8.
 
a substance used to support or convey another substance such as a pigment, catalyst, or radioactive material.




9.
 


[Physics]

 short for charge carrier
 .




10.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a molecule that transfers a specified molecule or ion within the body, especially across a cell membrane.













carrier pigeon

 
/ˈkerēər ˌpijən/






noun




a homing pigeon trained to carry messages tied to its neck or leg.













carrier wave






noun




a high-frequency electromagnetic wave modulated in amplitude or frequency to convey a signal.













carriole

 
/ˈkerēˌōl /

 
cariole





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small open horse-drawn carriage for one person.




2.
 
a light covered cart.




3.
 
(in Canada) a kind of sled pulled by a horse or dogs and with space for one or more passengers.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
carriuola

 , diminutive of 
carro

 , from Latin 
carrum

 (see car
 ).






carrion

 
/ˈkerēən/





I.
 
noun




the decaying flesh of dead animals.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
caroine

 , 
caroigne

 , Old French 
charoigne

 , based on Latin 
caro

 ‘flesh.’





carrion beetle

 
/ˈkerēən ˈbēdl/






noun




a beetle that feeds on decaying animal and plant matter and insect larvae.

[Family 
Silphidae

 : many species, including the burying beetles.]














carrion crow

 
/ˈkerēən ˌkrō/






noun



1.
 
a medium-sized, typically all-black crow that is common throughout much of Eurasia.

[
Corvus corone

 , family 
Corvidae

 . See also hooded crow
 .]




2.
 
another name for black vulture
 (
sense

 1).














carrion flower






noun



1.
 
a North American climbing plant with small white flowers that smell of decaying flesh.

[Genus 
Smilax

 : several species, in particular 
S. herbacea

 .]




2.
 
another term for stapelia
 .














Carroll, Lewis

 
/ˈkarəl/






(1832–98), English writer; pseudonym of 
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson

 . He wrote the children's classics 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

 (1865) and 
Through the Looking Glass

 (1871), which were inspired by 
Alice Liddell

 , the young daughter of the dean at the Oxford college where Carroll was a mathematics lecturer.









Carrollton

 
/ˈkerəltən/






a city in northeastern Texas, north of Dallas; pop. 125,595 (est. 2008).









carronade

 
/ˌkerəˈnād/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a short large-caliber cannon, formerly in naval use.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
Carron

 , Scotland, where this kind of cannon was first made.






carrot

 
/ˈkerət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tapering orange-colored root eaten as a vegetable.




2.
 
the cultivated feathery-leaved plant of the parsley family that yields this vegetable.

[
Daucus carota

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : two subspecies and many varieties; wild forms lack the swollen root.]




3.
 
an offer of something enticing as a means of persuasion (often contrasted with the threat of something punitive or unwelcome)




•
 
carrots will promote cooperation over the environment far more effectively than sticks.







[with allusion to the proverbial encouragement of a donkey to move by enticing it with a carrot.]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
carotte

 , from Latin 
carota

 , from Greek 
karōton

 .





carrot-and-stick

 
/ˈkerətənˌstik/






adjective




characterized by both the offer of reward and the threat of punishment




•
 
carrot-and-stick reforms intended to break long-term dependency on state and federal handouts.



















carrot cake






noun




a moist cake containing grated carrot and typically topped with a buttercream or cream cheese icing.




•
 
at lunchtime, how can we resist a fruit smoothie, a low-fat carrot cake, or a mocha cappuccino?



















carrotwood

 
/ˈkerətˌwo͝od/






noun




a tree of the soapberry family, native to southeast Asia, that threatens mangrove swamps and other habitats in the US because of its invasive habit.

[
Cupaniopsis anacardioides

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 .]













carroty

 
/ˈkerədē/






adjective




(of a person's hair or whiskers) orange-red in color.














carry

 
/ˈkerē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support and move (someone or something) from one place to another




•
 
medics were carrying a wounded man on a stretcher.










2.
 
transport, conduct, or transmit




•
 
the train service carries 20,000 passengers daily




•
 
nerves carry visual information from the eyes.










3.
 
have on one's person and take with one wherever one goes




•
 
the money he was carrying was not enough to pay the fine




•
 


‹figurative›

 she had carried the secret all her life.










4.
 
be infected with (a disease) and liable to transmit it to others




•
 
ticks can carry Lyme disease.










5.
 
support the weight of




•
 
the bridge is capable of carrying even the heaviest loads.










6.
 
be pregnant with




•
 
she was carrying twins.










7.
 
(
carry oneself

 )
 — stand and move in a specified way




•
 
she carried herself straight and with assurance.










8.
 
assume or accept (responsibility or blame)




•
 
they must carry the responsibility for the mess they have gotten the company into.










9.
 
be responsible for the effectiveness or success of




•
 
they relied on dialogue to carry the plot.










10.
 
have as a feature or consequence




•
 
being a combat sport, karate 
carries with it

 the risk of injury




•
 
each bike carries a ten-year guarantee.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sound, ball, missile, etc.) reach a certain point




•
 
his voice carried clearly across the room




•
 
the balls seem to carry well in that ballpark.










12.
 
(of a gun or similar weapon) propel (a missile) to a specified distance.




13.
 


[Golf]

 hit the ball over and beyond (a particular point).




14.
 
take or develop (an idea or activity) to a specified point




•
 
he carried the criticism much further.










15.
 
approve (a proposed measure) by a majority of votes




•
 
the resolution was carried by a two-to-one majority.










16.
 
persuade (colleagues or followers) to support one's policy




•
 
he could not carry the cabinet.










17.
 


(N. Amer.)

 gain (a state or district) in an election.




18.
 
(of a newspaper or a television or radio station) publish or broadcast




•
 
the paper carried a detailed account of the current crisis.










19.
 
(of a retail outlet) keep a regular stock of (particular goods for sale)




•
 
this store no longer carries phonograph equipment.










20.
 
have visible on the surface




•
 
the product does not carry the “UL” symbol.










21.
 
be known by (a name)




•
 
some products carry the same names as overseas beers.










22.
 
transfer (a figure) to an adjacent column during an arithmetical operation (e.g., when a column of digits adds up to more than ten).








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of lifting and transporting something from one place to another




•
 
we did a carry of equipment from the camp.










2.
 


[Football]

 an act of running with the ball from scrimmage.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the action of keeping something, especially a gun, on one's person




•
 
this pistol is the right choice for on-duty or off-duty carry.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a place or route between navigable waters over which boats or supplies had to be carried.




5.
 
the transfer of a figure into an adjacent column (or the equivalent part of a computer memory) during an arithmetical operation.




6.
 


[Finance]

 the maintenance of an investment position in a securities market, especially with regard to the costs or profits accruing.




7.
 
(in golf) the distance a ball travels before reaching the ground.




8.
 
the range of a gun or similar weapon.




9.
 
(in golf) the distance a ball must travel to reach a certain destination.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
carry conviction






be convincing.









2.
 
carry the day






be victorious or successful.









3.
 
carry weight






be influential or important




•
 
the report is expected to 
carry

 considerable 
weight with

 the administration.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
be/get carried away






lose self-control




•
 
I got a bit carried away when describing the final game.















2.
 
carry something away








[Nautical]

 lose (a mast or other part of a ship) through breakage.









3.
 
carry something forward





a.
 
transfer figures to a new page or account.




b.
 
keep something to use or deal with at a later time




•
 
we carried forward a reserve, which allowed us to meet demands.















4.
 
carry someone/something off





a.
 
take someone or something away by force




•
 
bandits carried off his mule.










b.
 
(of a disease) kill someone




•
 
Parkinson's disease carried him off in September.















5.
 
carry something off





a.
 
win a prize




•
 
she failed to carry off the gold medal.










b.
 
succeed in doing something difficult




•
 
he could not have carried it off without government help.















6.
 
carry on





a.
 
continue an activity or task




•
 


carry on with

 what you were doing.










b.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 continue to move in the same direction




•
 
I knew I was going the wrong way, but I just carried on.










c.
 


‹informal›

 behave, especially speak, in an excited or bad-tempered way




•
 
she carries on about television programming.










d.
 


‹informal›

 be engaged in a love affair, typically one of which the speaker disapproves




•
 
she was 
carrying on with

 young Adam.















7.
 
carry something on






engage in an activity




•
 
he could not carry on a logical conversation.















8.
 
carry something out






perform a task or planned operation




•
 
we're carrying out a market-research survey.















9.
 
carry over






extend beyond the normal or original area of application




•
 
his artistic practice is clearly carrying over into his social thought.















10.
 
carry something over





a.
 
retain something and apply or deal with it in a new context




•
 
much of the wartime economic planning was carried over into the next decade.










b.
 
postpone an event




•
 
the match had to be carried over till Sunday.










c.
 
another way of saying carry something forward
 .









11.
 
carry something through





a.
 
bring a project to completion




•
 
policy blueprints are rarely carried through perfectly.










b.
 
bring something safely out of difficulties




•
 
he was the only person who could carry the country through.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
carier

 , based on Latin 
carrus

 ‘wheeled vehicle.’





carryall

 
/ˈkerēˌôl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large bag or case.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a light carriage.

[early 18th cent.: apparently altered by folk etymology from French 
carriole

 , denoting a small covered carriage.]




3.
 


(US)

 a large car or truck with seats facing each other along the sides.













carryback note

 
/ˈkerēbak ˌnōt/






noun






[Finance]

 a negotiable promissory note representing the value of real estate when the seller has provided the financing.













carrying capacity






noun



1.
 
the number or quantity of people or things that can be conveyed or held by a vehicle or container.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 the number of people, other living organisms, or crops that a region can support without environmental degradation.













carrying charge






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an expense or effective cost arising from unproductive assets such as stored goods or unoccupied premises.




2.
 
a sum payable for the conveying of goods.













carrying-on

 
/ˌkerēiNGˈän/






noun



1.
 
excited or overwrought behavior




•
 
I'm fed up with your incessant carrying-on.










2.
 
salacious, improper, or immoral behavior




•
 
the couple's public carrying-on embarrassed passersby.



















carry-on

 
/ˈkerēˌän/






adjective




(of a bag or suitcase) suitable for taking onto an aircraft as handheld luggage.













carry-out

 
/ˈkerēˌout/






adjective, noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(US)

 another term for takeout
 (
sense

 1).













carryover

 
/ˈkerēˌōvər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
something transferred or resulting from a previous situation or context




•
 
the slow trading was a carryover from the big losses of last week.



















car sharing






noun




the practice of sharing a car for regular traveling, especially for commuting




•
 
varying shifts worked by staff make car sharing difficult




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
some companies operate their own in-house car-sharing schemes.



















carsick

 
/ˈkärˌsik/





I.
 
adjective




affected with nausea caused by the motion of a car or other vehicle in which one is traveling.








II.
 
derivatives





carsickness

 
/ˈkärˌsiknəs /






noun





















Carson

 
/ˈkärsən/






a city in southwestern California, south of Los Angeles; pop. 92,366 (est. 2008).









Carson, Johnny

 
/ˈkärsən/






(1925–2005), US television personality and comedian; full name 
John William Carson

 . He hosted 
The Tonight Show

 1962–92.









Carson, Kit






(1809–68), US frontiersman and scout; full name 
Christopher Carson

 . He was a US Indian agent in the Southwest 1853–61 and organized Union forces against Indians in the West during the Civil War.









Carson, Rachel






(1907–64), US biologist and environmentalist; full name 
Rachel Louise Carson

 . Her works include 
The Sea Around Us

 (1951) and 
Silent Spring

 (1962).









Carson City






the capital of Nevada, in the western part of the state, southeast of Reno; pop. 54,867 (est. 2008).










cart

 
/kärt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong open vehicle with two or four wheels, typically used for carrying loads and pulled by a horse.




2.
 
a shallow open container on wheels that may be pulled or pushed by hand.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shopping cart.




4.
 
(also 
shopping cart

 )
 — a facility on a website that records items selected by a customer for purchase until the transaction is completed




•
 
from the product page select the size and quantity you'd like and click ‘Buy’ to add it to your cart.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey or put in a cart or similar vehicle




•
 
the produce was packed in crates and carted to Kansas City.










2.
 


‹informal›

 carry (a heavy or cumbersome object) somewhere with difficulty




•
 
they carted the piano down three flights of stairs.










3.
 
remove or convey (someone) somewhere unceremoniously




•
 
they carted off the refugees in the middle of the night.














III.
 
phrases





put the cart before the horse






reverse the proper order or procedure of something.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
carter

 
/ˈkärdər /






noun













2.
 
cartful

 
/ˈkärtfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
kartr

 , probably influenced by Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
carete

 , diminutive of 
carre

 (see car
 ).





cartage

 
/ˈkärdij/






noun




the transporting of something in a cart or other vehicle.













Cartagena

 
/ˌkärtəˈhānə, -ˈɡānə/





I.
 
a port in southeastern Spain; pop. 210,376 (2008). Originally named Mastia, it was refounded as Carthago Nova (New Carthage) in 
c.

 225 
BC

 as a base for the Carthaginian conquest of Spain.




II.
 
a port, resort, and oil-refining center in northwestern Colombia, on the Caribbean Sea; pop. 885,400 (2005).









carte blanche

 
/kärt ˈblänSH/





I.
 
noun




complete freedom to act as one wishes or thinks best




•
 
we were 
given carte blanche

 .

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘blank paper’ (i.e., a blank sheet on which to write whatever one wishes, particularly one's own terms for an agreement).





carte de visite

 
/ˌkärt də viˈzēt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small photographic portrait of someone, mounted on a piece of card.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, ‘visiting card.’





cartel

 
/kärˈtel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an association of manufacturers or suppliers with the purpose of maintaining prices at a high level and restricting competition




•
 
the Colombian drug cartels.










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a coalition or cooperative arrangement between political parties intended to promote a mutual interest.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Kartell

 , from French 
cartel

 , from Italian 
cartello

 , diminutive of 
carta

 , from Latin 
carta

 (see card
 1
 ). It was originally used to refer to the coalition of the Conservatives and National Liberal parties in Germany (1887), and hence any political combination; later to denote a trade agreement (early 20th cent).





cartelize

 
/ˈkärdəlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of manufacturers or suppliers) form a cartel in (an industry or trade).













Carter, Angela

 
/ˈkärtər/






(1940–92), English novelist and short-story writer. Notable works: 
The Magic Toyshop

 (1967) and 
Nights at the Circus

 (1984).









Carter, Elliott






(1908–2012), US composer; full name 
Elliott Cook Carter

 . He was noted for his innovative approach to meter and his choice of sources as diverse as modern jazz and Renaissance madrigals.









Carter, Howard






(1874–1939), English archaeologist. In 1922, while excavating in the Valley of the Kings at Thebes, he discovered the tomb of Tutankhamen.









Carter, Jimmy






(1924–), 39th president of the US 1977–81; full name 
James Earl Carter, Jr.

 A Georgia Democrat, he served as a state senator 1962–66 and as governor 1971–74. As president, he hosted the talks that led to the Camp David agreements of 1978. The accomplishments of his administration were marred by the crisis caused by the seizure of 52 American hostages in Iran in 1979. After losing a bid for re-election, Carter remained politically active in world affairs, dedicated to the causes of peace and human rights. Nobel Peace Prize (2002).









Cartesian

 
/kärˈtēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Descartes and his ideas.








II.
 
noun




a follower of Descartes.








III.
 
derivatives





Cartesianism

 
/kärˈtēZHəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cartesianus

 , from 
Cartesius

 , Latinized form of the name of 
Descartes

 .





Cartesian coordinates

 
/kärˈtēZHən kōˈôrdəˌnāts/






plural noun






[Mathematics]

 numbers that indicate the location of a point relative to a fixed reference point (the origin), being its shortest (perpendicular) distances from two fixed axes (or three planes defined by three fixed axes) that intersect at right angles at the origin.













Cartesian product






noun






[Mathematics]

 the product of two sets: the product of set X and set Y is the set that contains all ordered pairs (
x

 , 
y

 ) for which 
x

 belongs to X and 
y

 belongs to Y.













Carthage

 
/ˈkärTHəj/






an ancient city on the coast of North Africa near present-day Tunis. Founded by the Phoenicians 
c.

 814 
BC

 , it became a major force in the Mediterranean Sea area and fought with Rome during the Punic Wars. It was finally destroyed by the Romans in 146 
BC

 .









Carthaginian

 
/ˌkärTHəˈjinēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the ancient African city of Carthage




•
 
Carthaginian trading posts.














II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of the ancient African city of Carthage




•
 
a Carthaginian had sailed out of the Mediterranean deep into the Atlantic.



















cart horse

 
/ˈkärt hôrs/






noun






(Brit.)

 a large, strong horse suitable for heavy work.














Carthusian

 
/ˌkärˈTH(y)o͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun




a monk or nun of an austere contemplative order founded by St. Bruno in 1084.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Carthusians.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Carthusianus

 , from 
Cart(h)usia

 , Latin name of 
Chartreuse

 , near Grenoble, France, where the order was founded.





Cartier, Jacques

 
/kärˈtyā, ˈkärtēˌā/






(1491–1557), French explorer. The first to establish France's claim to North America, he made three voyages to Canada between 1534 and 1541.









Cartier-Bresson, Henri

 
/ˌkärtyā brāˈsôN/






(1908–2004), French photographer and movie director. He is known for his collection of photographs, 
The Decisive Moment

 (1952), and for his documentary about the Spanish Civil War, 
Return to Life

 (1937).









cartilage

 
/ˈkärdlij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
firm, whitish, flexible connective tissue found in various forms in the larynx and respiratory tract, in structures such as the external ear, and in the articulating surfaces of joints. It is more widespread in the infant skeleton, being replaced by bone during growth.




2.
 
a particular structure made of cartilage.








II.
 
derivatives





cartilaginoid

 
/ˌkärtlˈajəˌnoid /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
cartilago

 , 
cartilagin-

 .





cartilaginous

 
/ˌkärdlˈajənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 (of a structure) made of cartilage.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a vertebrate animal) having a skeleton of cartilage.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
cartilaginosus

 , from 
cartilago

 , 
cartilagin-

 ‘cartilage.’






cartilaginous fish






noun




a fish of a class distinguished by having a skeleton of cartilage rather than bone, including the sharks, rays, and chimeras.

Compare with bony fish
 . [Class 
Chondrichthyes

 : subclasses 
Elasmobranchii

 (sharks and rays) and 
Hoplocephali

 (chimeras).]













Cartland, Barbara

 
/ˈkärtlənd/






(1901–2000), English author of light romantic fiction; full name 
Dame Mary Barbara Hamilton Cartland McCorquodale

 .









cartload

 
/ˈkärtˌlōd/






noun




the amount held by a cart.













cartogram

 
/ˈkärdəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a map on which statistical information is shown in diagrammatic form.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
cartogramme

 , from 
carte

 ‘map or card’ + 
-gramme

 (from Greek 
gramma

 ‘thing written’).





cartographer

 
/kärˈtäɡrəfər/






noun




a person who draws or produces maps




•
 
a cartographer in the British army.



















cartographic

 
/ˌkärdəˈɡrafik /

 
cartographical





I.
 
adjective




relating to the science or practice of drawing maps




•
 
he started his own cartographic printing company.














II.
 
derivatives





cartographically






adverb





















cartography

 
/kärˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the science or practice of drawing maps.








II.
 
derivatives





cartographical

 
/ˌkärtəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
cartographie

 , from 
carte

 ‘map, card’ (see card
 1
 ) + 
-graphie

 (see -graphy
 ).





cartomancy

 
/ˈkärdəˌmansē/





I.
 
noun




fortune-telling by interpreting a random selection of playing cards.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
cartomancie

 , from 
carte

 ‘card’ + 
-mancie

 (see -mancy
 ).





carton

 
/ˈkärtn/





I.
 
noun




a light box or container, typically one made of waxed cardboard or plastic in which drinks or foodstuffs are packaged.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
cartone

 (see cartoon
 ).






cartoon

 
/kärˈto͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple drawing showing the features of its subjects in a humorously exaggerated way, especially a satirical one in a newspaper or magazine.




2.
 
a comic strip.




3.
 
a simplified or exaggerated version or interpretation of something




•
 
this movie is a cartoon of rural life in America




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Dolores becomes a cartoon housewife, reading glossy magazines in a bathrobe.










4.
 
a motion picture using animation techniques to photograph a sequence of drawings rather than real people or objects.




5.
 
a full-size drawing made by an artist as a preliminary design for a painting or other work of art.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a drawing of (someone) in a simplified or exaggerated way




•
 
she has a face with enough character to be cartooned.














III.
 
derivatives





cartoony






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Italian 
cartone

 , from 
carta

 , from Latin 
carta

 , 
charta

 (see card
 1
 ). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





cartoon character






noun



1.
 
a fictional character depicted in an animated film or a comic strip




•
 
your favorite cartoon characters.










2.
 
a person or portrayal lacking in depth or characterized by exaggerated or stereotypical features




•
 
in the films, Bond is a cartoon character




•
 
she's become a cartoon character of what she once was.



















cartooning

 
/kärˈto͞oniNG/






noun




the activity or occupation of drawing cartoons for newspapers or magazines.













cartoonish

 
/kärˈto͞oniSH/






adjective




characteristic of or resembling a cartoon, especially in being unrealistically simplified and involving humorous exaggeration




•
 
colorful, cartoonish prints




•
 
the imagery is too cartoonish to take seriously




•
 
the movie develops in a cartoonish, tongue-in-cheek fashion.



















cartoonist

 
/kärˈto͞onəst/






noun




an artist who draws cartoons




•
 
a political cartoonist for the local newspaper.



















cartop

 
/ˈkärtäp/






adjective




designed to be used or carried on the top of an automobile.














cartouche

 
/kärˈto͞oSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a carved tablet or drawing representing a scroll with rolled-up ends, used ornamentally or bearing an inscription.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 an oval or oblong enclosing a group of Egyptian hieroglyphs, typically representing the name and title of a monarch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
cartouche

 (masculine noun), earlier 
cartoche

 , from Italian 
cartoccio

 , from 
carta

 , from Latin 
carta

 , 
charta

 (see card
 1
 ).





cartridge

 
/ˈkärtrij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container holding a spool of photographic film, a quantity of ink, or other item or substance, designed for insertion into a mechanism.




2.
 
a casing containing a charge and a bullet or shot for small arms or an explosive charge for blasting.




3.
 
a component carrying the stylus on the pickup head of a record player.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
cartouche

 (feminine noun), from Italian 
cartoccio

 (see cartouche
 ).





cartridge belt

 
/ˈkärtrij ˌbelt/






noun




a belt with pockets or loops for cartridges of ammunition, typically worn over the shoulder.













cartridge clip






noun




a metal frame or container that holds cartridges for loading into an automatic rifle or pistol.













cartwheel

 
/ˈkärtˌ(h)wēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wheel of a cart.




2.
 
a circular sideways handspring with the arms and legs extended.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a circular sideways handspring or handsprings with the arms and legs extended




•
 
he cartwheeled across the room.



















Cartwright, Edmund

 
/ˈkärtˌrīt/






(1743–1823), English engineer. He invented the power loom.









caruncle

 
/kəˈrəNGkəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wattle of a bird such as a turkey.




2.
 
the red prominence at the inner corner of the eye.




3.
 


[Botany]

 an outgrowth from a seed near the micropyle, attractive to ants that aid the seed's dispersal.








II.
 
derivatives





caruncular

 
/kəˈrəNGkyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: obsolete French, from Latin 
caruncula

 , from 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





Caruso, Enrico

 
/kəˈro͞osō, -zō/






(1873–1921), Italian opera singer. He was the first major tenor to be recorded on phonograph records.










carve

 
/kärv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (a hard material) in order to produce an aesthetically pleasing object or design




•
 
the wood was carved with runes




•
 (as 
adj.

 
carved

 )
 
bookcases of carved oak.










2.
 
produce (an object) by cutting and shaping a hard material




•
 
the altar was carved from a block of solid jade.










3.
 
produce (an inscription or design) by cutting into hard material




•
 
an inscription was carved over the doorway




•
 


‹figurative›

 the river carved a series of gorges into the plain.










4.
 
cut (cooked meat) into slices for eating.




5.
 
cut (a slice of meat) from a larger piece.




6.
 


[Skiing]

 make (a turn) by tilting one's skis on to their edges and using one's weight to bend them so that they slide into an arc.








II.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
carve something out





a.
 
take something from a larger whole, especially with difficulty




•
 
carving out a 5 percent share of the overall vote.










b.
 
establish or create something through painstaking effort




•
 
he managed to carve out a successful photographic career for himself.















2.
 
carve someone up








‹informal›

 slash someone with a knife or other sharp object.









3.
 
carve something up






divide something ruthlessly into separate areas or domains




•
 
West Africa was carved up by the Europeans.





















– origin

 Old English 
ceorfan

 ‘cut, carve’; related to Dutch 
kerven

 .






carvel-built

 
/ˈkärvəlˌbilt/






adjective




(of a boat or ship) having hull planks that do not overlap.

Compare with lapstrake
 .













carven

 
/ˈkärvən/






archaic past participle of carve
 .









carveout

 
/ˈkärvout/






noun



1.
 
a small company created from a larger one




•
 
companies that are breaking up—through spin-offs, split-offs, and carveouts.










2.
 
a class of medical procedures treated separately with regard to insurance coverage.




3.
 
a class of employees treated separately with regard to benefits.




4.
 
the activity of effecting a carveout.













carver

 
/ˈkärvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who carves wood, stone, ivory, coral, etc., especially professionally




•
 
we watched a decoy carver at work.










2.
 
a knife designed for slicing meat.




3.
 
a person who cuts and serves the meat at a meal.













Carver, George Washington

 
/ˈkärvər/






(
c.

 1864–1943), US botanist. Born into slavery, he became the director of agricultural research at Alabama's Tuskegee Institute in 1896 and developed many products from soybeans, sweet potatoes, and peanuts.









carving

 
/ˈkärviNG/






noun




an object or design cut from a hard material as an artistic work.













carving knife

 
/ˈkärviNG ˌnīf/






noun




a knife with a long blade used for carving cooked meat into slices.













car wash






noun



1.
 
a building containing equipment for washing motor vehicles automatically.




2.
 
an event, typically a fundraiser, in which motor vehicles are washed




•
 
the Teen Center will hold its third annual car wash on Saturday.



















Cary

 
/ˈkerē/






a town in east central North Carolina, a commercial and research center; pop. 129,545 (est. 2008).









caryatid

 
/ˌkerēˈadəd ˈkerēəˌtid/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a stone carving of a draped female figure, used as a pillar to support the entablature of a Greek or Greek-style building.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French and Italian from Latin 
caryatides

 , from Greek 
karuatides

 , plural of 
karuatis

 ‘priestess of Artemis at Caryae,’ from 
Karuai

 (Caryae) in Laconia.





caryophyllaceous

 
/ˌkerēōfəˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the pink family (
Caryophyllaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Caryophyllaceae

 (plural), based on Greek 
karuophullon

 ‘clove pink,’ + -ous
 .





caryopsis

 
/ˌkerēˈäpsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a dry one-seeded fruit in which the ovary wall is united with the seed coat, typical of grasses and cereals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
karuon

 ‘nut’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance.’





casaba

 
/kəˈsäbə /

 
cassaba





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a winter melon of a variety with a wrinkled yellow rind and sweet flesh.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Kasaba

 (now Turgutlu) in Turkey, from which the melons were first exported.





Casablanca

 
/ˌkäsəˈbläNGkə/






the largest city in Morocco, a seaport on the Atlantic coast; pop. 2,949,805 (2004).









Casals, Pablo

 
/kəˈsälz/






(1876–1973), Spanish cellist, conductor, and composer.









Casanova, Giovanni Jacopo

 
/ˌkazəˈnōvə, ˌkasə-/






(1725–98), Italian adventurer; full name 
Giovanni Jacopo Casanova de Seingalt

 . He is known for his memoirs that describe his sexual encounters and other exploits.









casbah

 
/ˈkazˌbä /

 
kasbah





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the citadel of a North African city.




2.
 
(
the casbah

 )
 — the area surrounding a North African citadel, typically in the old part of a city.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Arabic 
ḳaṣaba

 ‘citadel.’





cascabel

 
/ˈkaskəˌbel/





I.
 
noun




a small red chile pepper of a mild-flavored variety.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish, from Catalan 
cascavel

 , from medieval Latin 
cascabellus

 ‘little bell.’





cascade

 
/kaˈskād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small waterfall, typically one of several that fall in stages down a steep rocky slope.




2.
 
a mass of something that falls or hangs in copious or luxuriant quantities




•
 
a cascade of pink bougainvillea.










3.
 
a large number or amount of something occurring or arriving in rapid succession




•
 
a cascade of antiwar literature.










4.
 
a process whereby something, typically information or knowledge, is successively passed on


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the greater the number of people who are well briefed, the wider the cascade effect.










5.
 
a succession of devices or stages in a process, each of which triggers or initiates the next.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of water) pour downward rapidly and in large quantities




•
 
water was 
cascading down

 the stairs.










2.
 
fall or hang in copious or luxuriant quantities




•
 
blonde hair 
cascaded down

 her back.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange (a number of devices or objects) in a series or sequence.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
cascata

 , from 
cascare

 ‘to fall,’ based on Latin 
casus

 (see case
 1
 ).





Cascade Range






a range of volcanic mountains in western North America that extends from southern British Columbia through Washington and Oregon to northern California. Its highest peak is Mount Rainier. The range also includes an active volcano, Mount St. Helens.









cascara

 
/kaˈskerə /

 
cascara sagrada





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a purgative made from the dried bark of an American buckthorn.




2.
 
(also 
cascara buckthorn

 )
 — the tree from which cascara is obtained, native to the Pacific Northwest.

[
Rhamnus purshiana

 , family 
Rhamnaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
cáscara (sagrada

 ), literally ‘(sacred) bark.’





Casco Bay

 
/ˌkaskō ˈbā/






an inlet of the Atlantic in southern Maine, known for its hundreds of islands and protected anchorages. Portland lies on it.










case1


 
/kās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of a particular situation; an example of something occurring




•
 
a case of mistaken identity




•
 


in many cases

 , valid statistics are not available.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the situation affecting or relating to a particular person or thing; one's circumstances or position




•
 
I'll make an exception 
in your case

 .










3.
 
an incident or set of circumstances under police investigation




•
 
a murder case.










4.
 
an instance of a disease or problem




•
 
200,000 cases of hepatitis B.










5.
 
a person or their particular problem requiring or receiving medical or welfare attention




•
 
most breast cancer cases were older women




•
 
the welfare office discussed Gerald's case.




•
 
urgent cases were turned away from the hospital.










6.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person whose situation is regarded as pitiable or as having no chance of improvement




•
 
Vicky was a very 
sad case

 .










7.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an amusing or eccentric person.




8.
 
a legal action, especially one to be decided in a court of law




•
 
a libel case




•
 
a former employee brought the case against the council.










9.
 
a set of facts or arguments supporting one side in a legal action




•
 
the case for the defense.










10.
 
a legal action that has been decided and may be cited as a precedent.




11.
 
a set of facts or arguments supporting one side of a debate or controversy




•
 
the 
case against

 tobacco advertising.










12.
 


[Grammar]

 any of the inflected forms of a noun, adjective, or pronoun that express the semantic relation of the word to other words in the sentence




•
 
the accusative case.










13.
 
the relation of a grammatical case to other words in the sentence, whether indicated by inflection or not




•
 
English normally expresses case by the use of prepositions.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as the case may be






according to the circumstances (used when referring to two or more possible alternatives)




•
 
the authorities will decide if they are satisfied or not satisfied, as the case may be.















2.
 
be the case






be so.









3.
 
in any case





a.
 
whatever happens or may have happened.




b.
 
used to confirm or support a point or idea just mentioned




•
 
he wasn't allowed out yet, and in any case he wasn't well enough.















4.
 
(just) in case





a.
 
as a provision against something happening or being true




•
 
we put on thick sweaters, in case it was cold.










b.
 
if it is true that




•
 
in case you haven't figured it out, let me explain.















5.
 
in case of






in the event of (a particular situation)




•
 
instructions about what to do in case of fire.















6.
 
in no case






under no circumstances.









7.
 
in that case






if that happens or has happened; if that is the situation




•
 
“I'm free this evening.” “In that case, why not have dinner with me?”















8.
 
on (or off) someone's case








‹informal›

 continually (or no longer) criticizing or harassing someone




•
 
the teacher will 
get on your case

 if you keep forgetting your homework.















9.
 
on the case





a.
 
actively engaged in an official investigation




•
 
officers on the case are unable to find a motive.










b.
 
in the process of dealing with a particular situation or task




•
 
the city council's pest control team are on the case.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cas

 , from Latin 
casus

 ‘fall,’ related to 
cadere

 ‘to fall’; 
sense

 4 directly from Latin, translating Greek 
ptōsis

 , literally ‘fall.’






case2


 
/kās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container designed to hold or protect something




•
 
he placed the trumpet safely in its velvet-lined case.










2.
 
the outer protective covering of a natural or manufactured object




•
 
a seed case.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 an item of luggage; a suitcase.




4.
 
a box containing bottles or cans of a beverage, sold as a unit




•
 
there are twelve bottles of champagne in a case.










5.
 
each of the two forms, capital or minuscule, in which a letter of the alphabet may be written or printed.

[from the use in printing to mean ‘partitioned container for loose metal type.’]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround in a material or substance




•
 
the towers are of steel cased in granite.










2.
 
enclose in a protective container


(as 
adj.

 
cased

 )


•
 
a cased pair of pistols.










3.
 


‹informal›

 reconnoiter (a place) before carrying out a robbery




•
 
I was 
casing the joint

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
casse

 , 
chasse

 (modern 
caisse

 ‘trunk, chest,’ 
châsse

 ‘reliquary, frame’), from Latin 
capsa

 , related to 
capere

 ‘to hold.’





caseation

 
/ˌkāsēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a form of necrosis characteristic of tuberculosis, in which diseased tissue forms a firm, dry mass like cheese in appearance.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
caseatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
caseus

 ‘cheese.’





casebook

 
/ˈkāsˌbo͝ok/






noun






(US)

 a book containing a selection of source materials on a particular subject, especially one used as a reference work or in teaching.













casebound

 
/ˈkāsbound/






adjective




(of a book) in a hard cover.













case file






noun




a collection of documents and evidence relating to a particular legal case




•
 
she discusses a court case without referring to the case file.



















case grammar

 
/kās ˈɡramər/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a form of grammar in which the structure of sentences is analyzed in terms of the semantic roles of nouns in relation to predicates.













case-harden

 
/ˈkāsˌhärdn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
case-hardened

 )


1.
 
harden the surface of (a material)




•
 
case-hardened sandstones.










2.
 
give a hard surface to (iron or steel) by carburizing it




•
 
a case-hardened steel anvil.










3.
 
make (someone) callous or tough




•
 
a case-hardened politician.



















case history

 
/ˈkās ˈˌhist(ə)rē/






noun




a record of a person's background or medical history kept by a doctor or social worker.













casein

 
/kāˈsēn ˈkāsēən/





I.
 
noun




the main protein present in milk and (in coagulated form) in cheese. It is used in processed foods and in adhesives, paints, and other industrial products.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
caseus

 ‘cheese.’





case knife

 
/kās nīf/






noun




a type of dagger carried in a sheath.














case law

 
/ˈkās ˌlô/






noun




the law as established by the outcome of former cases.

Compare with common law
 , statute law
 .













caseload

 
/ˈkāsˌlōd/






noun




the amount of work (in terms of number of cases) with which a doctor, lawyer, or social worker is concerned at one time.













casemate

 
/ˈkāsmāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small room in the thickness of the wall of a fortress, with embrasures from which guns or missiles can be fired.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an armored enclosure for guns on a warship.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
casamatta

 , perhaps from Greek 
khasma

 , 
khasmat-

 (see chasm
 ).





casement

 
/ˈkāsmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a window or part of a window set on a hinge so that it opens like a door


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
casement windows.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a window.




3.
 
the sash of a sash window.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an architectural term denoting a hollow molding): from Anglo-Latin 
cassimentum

 , from 
cassa

 , from Latin 
capsa

 (see case
 2
 ).





caseous

 
/ˈkāsēəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 characterized by caseation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
caseus

 ‘cheese’ + -ous
 .





case-sensitive

 
/ˈˌkās ˈˌsensədiv/






adjective



1.
 


[Computing]

 (of a program or function) differentiating between capital and lowercase letters.




2.
 


[Computing]

 (of input) treated differently depending on whether it is in capitals or lowercase text.













case shot






noun






‹historical›

 bullets or pieces of metal in an iron case fired from a cannon.













case study

 
/ˈkā(s) ˌstədē/






noun



1.
 
a process or record of research in which detailed consideration is given to the development of a particular person, group, or situation over a period of time.




2.
 
a particular instance of something used or analyzed in order to illustrate a thesis or principle




•
 
airline deregulation provides a case study of the effects of the internal market.



















case system






noun




a method of teaching or studying law that emphasizes the analysis and discussion of selected cases.













casework1


 
/ˈkāsˌwərk/





I.
 
noun




social work directly concerned with individuals, especially that involving a study of a person's family history and personal circumstances.








II.
 
derivatives





caseworker

 
/ˈkāsˌwərkər /






noun





















casework2


 
/ˈkāsˌwərk/






noun




the decorative outer case protecting the workings of a complex mechanism such as an organ or harpsichord.














cash1


 
/kaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
money in coins or notes, as distinct from checks, money orders, or credit




•
 
the staff were paid in cash




•
 
a discount for cash.










2.
 
money in any form, especially that which is immediately available




•
 
she was always short of cash.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or obtain notes or coins for (a check or money order).




2.
 


[Bridge]

 lead (a high card) so as to take the opportunity to win a trick.








III.
 
phrases





cash in one's chips








‹informal›

 die.

[with reference to gambling in a casino.]












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
cash in








‹informal›

 take advantage of or exploit (a situation)




•
 
the breweries were 
cashing in on

 the rediscovered taste for real ales.















2.
 
cash something in






convert an insurance policy, savings account, or other investment into money.









3.
 
cash out





a.
 
cost




•
 
juicy baked chicken 
cashed out at

 $7.










b.
 
another way of saying cash something in
 .












V.
 
derivatives





cashable

 
/ˈkaSHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a box for money): from Old French 
casse

 or Italian 
cassa

 ‘box,’ from Latin 
capsa

 (see case
 2
 ).





cash2


 
/kaSH/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a coin of low value from China, southern India, or Southeast Asia.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
caixa

 , from Tamil 
kāsu

 , influenced by cash
 1
 .





Cash, Johnny

 
/kaSH/






(1932–2003), US country music singer and songwriter; born 
J. R. Cash

 . Notable songs: 
“I Walk the Line”

 (1956), 
“Ring of Fire”

 (1963), and 
“A Boy Named Sue”

 (1969).









cash and carry

 
/ˈˌkaSH ən(d) ˈkerē/






noun



1.
 
a system of wholesale trading whereby goods are paid for in full at the time of purchase and taken away by the purchaser.




2.
 
a wholesale store using the cash and carry system.













cash-back






adjective




denoting a form of incentive offered to buyers of certain products whereby they receive a cash refund after making their purchase.













cash bar






noun




a bar at a social function at which guests buy drinks rather than having them provided free.













cashbox

 
/ˈkaSHˌbäks/






noun




a lockable metal box for keeping cash in.













cash buyer






noun




a person who is able to buy something, especially a property, without needing to take out a mortgage or loan to do so




•
 
low mortgage rates, an improving economy, and interest from investors and cash buyers also fueled sales.



















cash cow

 
/ˈkaSH ˌkou/






noun






‹informal›

 a business, investment, or product that provides a steady income or profit




•
 
traditional cash cows like cars and VCRs.



















cash crop

 
/ˈkaSH ˌkräp/





I.
 
noun




a crop produced for its commercial value rather than for use by the grower.








II.
 
derivatives





cash cropping






noun






















cashew

 
/ˈkaSHˌo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
cashew nut

 )
 — an edible kidney-shaped nut, rich in oil and protein, which is roasted and shelled before it can be eaten. Oil is extracted from the shells and used as a lubricant and insecticide and in the production of plastics.




2.
 
(also 
cashew tree

 )
 — a bushy tropical American tree related to the mango, bearing cashew nuts singly at the tip of each swollen fruit.

Also called acajou
 . [
Anacardium occidentale

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 (the 
cashew family

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi 
acajú

 , 
cajú

 .





cashew apple






noun




the swollen edible fruit of the cashew tree, from which the cashew nut hangs, sometimes used to make wine.













cash flow

 
/ˈkaSH ˌflō/






noun




the total amount of money being transferred into and out of a business, especially as affecting liquidity.













cashier1


 
/kaˈSHir/





I.
 
noun




a person handling payments and receipts in a store, bank, or other business.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
cassier

 or French 
caissier

 , from 
caisse

 ‘cash.’





cashier2


 
/kaˈSHir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dismiss (someone) from the armed forces in disgrace because of a serious misdemeanor




•
 
he was found guilty and cashiered




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cashiered

 )
 
a cashiered National Guard major.










2.
 


‹informal›

 suspend or dismiss from an office or position




•
 
the team owner had been cashiered for consorting with a gambler.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dismiss or disband troops’): from Flemish 
kasseren

 ‘disband (troops)’ or ‘revoke (a will),’ from French 
casser

 ‘revoke, dismiss,’ from Latin 
quassare

 (see quash
 ).





cashless

 
/ˈkaSHləs/






adjective




characterized by the exchange of funds by check, debit or credit card, or various electronic methods rather than the use of cash




•
 
the cashless society.



















cash machine

 
//






noun




another term for automated teller machine
 .














cashmere

 
/ˈkaSHˌmir ˈkaZHˌmir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine soft wool, originally that from the Kashmir goat.




2.
 
woolen material made from or resembling cashmere


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cashmere sweater.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: an early spelling of Kashmir
 .





cashmere goat






noun




variant spelling of Kashmir goat
 .













cash nexus






noun




the relationship constituted by monetary transactions.













cash on delivery

 
/ˌkaSH än dəˈliv(ə)rē /

 
COD






noun




the system of paying for goods when they are delivered.













cashpoint

 
/ˈkaSHˌpoint/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 another term for automated teller machine
 .














cash register

 
/ˈkaSH ˈˌrejəstər/






noun




a machine used in places of business for regulating money transactions with customers. It typically has a compartmental drawer for cash, and it totals, displays, and records the amount of each sale.













cash-rich

 
/kaSHˈriCH/






adjective




having a large amount of money available to spend




•
 
cash-rich companies are rushing to build their portfolios




•
 
many 
cash-rich, time-poor

 Britons have largely given up cooking from scratch.



















casing

 
/ˈkāsiNG/






noun



1.
 
a cover or shell that protects or encloses something




•
 
a waterproof casing.










2.
 
the frame around a door or window.














casino

 
/kəˈsēnō/





I.
 
noun




a public room or building where gambling games are played.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
casa

 ‘house,’ from Latin 
casa

 ‘cottage.’





casita

 
/kəˈsēdə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 (especially in the US Southwest) a small house or other building.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
casa

 ‘house.’






cask

 
/kask/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large barrellike container made of wood, metal, or plastic, used for storing liquids, typically alcoholic drinks.




2.
 
the quantity of liquid held in a cask




•
 


a cask of

 cider.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
casque

 or Spanish 
casco

 ‘helmet.’ The current senses appear only in English; from the late 16th to the late 18th centuries the word also denoted a helmet (compare with casque
 ).





casket

 
/ˈkaskət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small ornamental box or chest for holding jewels, letters, or other valuable objects.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a coffin.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps an Anglo-Norman French form of Old French 
cassette

 , diminutive of 
casse

 (see case
 2
 ).





Caslon

 
/ˈkazˌlän, -lən/





I.
 
noun




a kind of roman typeface first introduced in the 18th century.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William 
Caslon

 (1692–1766), English type founder.






Casnewydd

 
/käsˈnewiT͟H/






Welsh name for Newport
 .









Caspar

 
/ˈkaspər/






one of the three Magi.









Casper

 
/ˈkaspər/






a city in east central Wyoming, on the North Platte River; pop. 54,047 (est. 2008). Oil is central to its economy.









Casper, Billy






(1931–), US golfer; full name 
William Earl Casper, Jr.

 His 68 professional wins include 51 PGA Tour wins, two US Open championships (1959, 1966), and a Masters Tournament championship (1970).









Caspian Sea

 
/ˌkaspēən ˈsē/






a large landlocked salt lake, bounded by Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, and Iran. The world's largest body of inland water, its surface lies 92 feet (28 m) below sea level.










casque

 
/kask/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a helmet.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a helmetlike structure, such as that on the bill of a hornbill or the head of a cassowary.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
casco

 . Compare with cask
 .





Cassandra

 
/kəˈsandrə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a daughter of the Trojan king Priam, who was given the gift of prophecy by Apollo. When she cheated him, however, he turned this into a curse by causing her prophecies, though true, to be disbelieved.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Cassandra

 )
 — a prophet of disaster, especially one who is disregarded.









cassareep

 
/ˈkasəˌrēp /

 
casareep





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 a thick brown syrup made by boiling down the juice of grated cassava with sugar and spices, and typically used as a flavoring for pepper pot (see pepper pot
 (
sense

 2)).











– origin

 from Arawak 
casiripe

 .





cassata

 
/kəˈsädə/





I.
 
noun




a Neapolitan ice cream containing candied fruit and nuts.











– origin

 from Italian, literally ‘little case.’





cassation

 
/kəˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an informal instrumental composition of the 18th century, similar to a divertimento and originally often for outdoor performance.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Kassation

 ‘serenade,’ from Italian 
cassazione

 .





Cassatt, Mary

 
/kəˈsat/






(1844–1926), US painter. Known for her draftsmanship, etching, and dry-point studies, she was persuaded by Edgar Degas to exhibit with the impressionists. She worked mostly in Paris, and her paintings, including 
Lady at the Tea Table

 (1885), display a close interest in everyday subject matter.










cassava

 
/kəˈsävə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the starchy tuberous root of a tropical tree, used as food in tropical countries but requiring careful preparation to remove traces of cyanide from the flesh.

Also called manioc
 .




2.
 
a starch or flour obtained from the cassava root.




3.
 
the shrubby tree from which cassava is obtained, native to tropical America and cultivated throughout the tropics.

[Genus 
Manihot

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
bitter cassava

 (
M. esculenta

 ) and 
sweet cassava

 (
M. dulcis

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Taino 
casávi

 , 
cazábbi

 , influenced by French 
cassave

 .





Cassegrain telescope

 
/ˌkasəɡrān ˈteləskōp/





I.
 
noun




a reflecting telescope in which light reflected from a convex secondary mirror passes through a hole in the primary mirror.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after N. 
Cassegrain

 (1625–1712), the French astronomer who devised it.






casserole

 
/ˈkasəˌrōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of stew or side dish that is cooked slowly in an oven




•
 
a chicken casserole.










2.
 
a large covered dish, typically of earthenware or glass, used for cooking casseroles.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (food) slowly in a casserole


(as 
adj.

 
casseroled

 )


•
 
casseroled chicken.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
casse

 ‘spoonlike container,’ from Old Provençal 
casa

 , from late Latin 
cattia

 ‘ladle, pan,’ from Greek 
kuathion

 , diminutive of 
kuathos

 ‘cup.’






cassette

 
/kəˈset/





I.
 
noun




a sealed plastic unit containing a length of audiotape, videotape, film, etc. wound on a pair of spools, for insertion into a recorder or playback device.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
casse

 (see case
 2
 ).





cassette deck

 
/kəˈset dek/






noun




a unit in hi-fi equipment for playing or recording audiocassettes.













cassette player

 
cassette recorder






noun




a machine for playing back or recording audiocassettes.













cassette tape

 
/kəˈset tāp/






noun




a cassette of audiotape or videotape.














cassia

 
/ˈkaSHə/






noun



1.
 
a tree, shrub, or herbaceous plant of the pea family, native to warm climates. Cassias yield a variety of products, including fodder, timber, and medicinal drugs, and many are cultivated as ornamentals.

[modern Latin.] [Genus 
Cassia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : many species, including 
C. fistula

 , which provides much of the commercially produced senna.]




2.
 
(also 
cassia bark

 )
 — the aromatic bark of an eastern Asian tree, yielding an inferior kind of cinnamon that is sometimes used to adulterate true cinnamon.

[from Latin, probably denoting the wild cinnamon, via Greek from Hebrew 
qĕṣī῾āh

 .] [
Cinnamomum aromaticum

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]













cassingle

 
/kəˈsiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




an audiocassette with a single piece of music, especially popular music, on each side.











– origin

 1970s: blend of cassette
 and single
 .





Cassini, Giovanni Domenico

 
/kaˈsēnē/






(1625–1712), French astronomer; born in Italy. He discovered the gap in the rings of Saturn known as Cassini's division.









Cassiopeia

 
/ˌkasēəˈpēə/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the wife of Cepheus, king of Ethiopia, and mother of Andromeda.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a constellation near the north celestial pole, recognizable by the conspicuous “W” pattern of its brightest stars.




III.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Cassiopeiae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Cassiopeiae.















cassis1


 
/kaˈsēs /

 
crème de cassis





I.
 
noun




a syrupy liqueur flavored with black currants and produced mainly in Burgundy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘black currant,’ apparently from Latin 
cassia

 (see cassia
 ).





cassis2


 
/kaˈsēs/






noun




a wine produced in the region of Cassis, a small town near Marseilles.














cassiterite

 
/kəˈsidəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a reddish, brownish, or yellowish mineral consisting of tin dioxide. It is the main ore of tin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kassiteros

 ‘tin’ + -ite
 1
 .





Cassius, Gaius

 
/ˈkasēəs, ˈkaSHəs/






(died 42 
BC

 ), Roman general; full name 
Gaius Cassius Longinus

 . He was one of the leaders of the conspiracy in 44 
BC

 to assassinate Julius Caesar.









cassock

 
/ˈkasək/





I.
 
noun




a full-length garment of a single color worn by certain Christian clergy, members of church choirs, acolytes, and others having some particular office or role in a church.








II.
 
derivatives





cassocked






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
casaque

 ‘long coat,’ from Italian 
casacca

 ‘riding coat,’ probably from Turkic 
kazak

 ‘vagabond.’ Compare with Cossack
 .





cassoulet

 
/ˌkasəˈlā/





I.
 
noun




a stew made with meat and beans.











– origin

 French, diminutive of dialect 
cassolo

 ‘stewpan,’ from Old Provençal 
cassa

 ‘pan’; related to casserole
 .





cassowary

 
/ˈkasəˌwərē/





I.
 
noun




a very large flightless bird related to the emu, with a bare head and neck, a tall horny crest, and one or two colored wattles. It is native mainly to the forests of New Guinea.

[Family 
Casuariidae

 and genus 
Casuarius

 : three species, in particular the 
double-wattled cassowary

 (
C. casuarius

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Malay 
kesuari

 .






cast1


 
/kast/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (something) forcefully in a specified direction




•
 
lemmings cast themselves off the cliff




•
 


‹figurative›

 individuals who do not accept the norms are 
cast out

 from the group.










2.
 
throw (something) so as to cause it to spread over an area




•
 
the fishermen cast a large net around a school of tuna




•
 


‹figurative›

 he cast his net far and wide in search of evidence.










3.
 
direct (one's eyes or a look) at something




•
 
she cast down her eyes




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
she cast him a desperate glance.










4.
 
throw the hooked and baited end of (a fishing line) out into the water.




5.
 
register (a vote)




•
 
residents turned out in record numbers to cast their votes.










6.
 


[Hunting]

 let loose (hounds) on a scent.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Hunting]

 (of a dog) search in different directions for a lost scent




•
 
the dog cast furiously for the vanished rabbit.










8.
 
let down (an anchor or sounding line).




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (light or shadow) to appear on a surface




•
 
the moon cast a pale light over the cottages




•
 


‹figurative›

 running costs were already 
casting a shadow

 over the program.










10.
 
cause (uncertainty or disparagement) to be associated with something




•
 
journalists 
cast doubt on

 the government's version of events




•
 
I do not wish to 
cast aspersions on

 your honesty.










11.
 
cause (a magic spell) to take effect




•
 
the witch 
cast a spell on

 her to turn her into a beast




•
 


‹figurative›

 the city casts a spell on the visitor.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — discard




•
 
the issue was cast from the list of concerns.










13.
 
shed (skin or horns) in the process of growth




•
 
the antlers are cast each year.










14.
 
(of a horse) lose (a shoe).




15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shape (metal or other material) by pouring it into a mold while molten.




16.
 
make (a molded object) by pouring metal or other material into a mold while molten




•
 
a bell was cast for the church.










17.
 
arrange and present in a specified form or style




•
 
he issued statements 
cast in

 tones of reason.










18.
 
calculate and record details of (a horoscope).




19.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in country dancing) change one's position by moving a certain number of places in a certain direction along the outside of the line in which one is dancing.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an object made by shaping molten metal or similar material in a mold




•
 
bronze casts of the sculpture.










2.
 
(also 
plaster cast

 )
 — a mold used to make an object by casting.




3.
 
(also 
plaster cast

 )
 — a bandage stiffened with plaster of Paris, molded to the shape of a limb that is broken, and used to support and protect it.




4.
 
an act of throwing something forcefully




•
 
he grabbed a spear for a third cast.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 at dice, a throw or a number thrown.




6.
 


[Fishing]

 a throw of a fishing line.




7.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — the form or appearance of something, especially someone's features or complexion




•
 
she had a somewhat masculine cast of countenance




•
 
the colors he wore emphasized the olive cast of his skin.










8.
 
the character of something




•
 
this question is for minds of a more philosophical cast than mine.










9.
 
a slight squint




•
 
he had a cast in one eye.










10.
 
a convoluted mass of earth or sand ejected onto the surface by a burrowing worm.




11.
 
a pellet regurgitated by a hawk or owl.




12.
 
a search made by a hound or pack of hounds over a wide area to find a trail.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be cast in a —— mold






(of a person) be of the type specified




•
 
he was cast in a cautious mold.















2.
 
cast adrift






see adrift
 .









3.
 
cast one's bread upon the waters






see bread
 .









4.
 
cast one's eyes over






have a quick appraising look at




•
 
he was invited to cast his eyes over the exhibition.















5.
 
cast light on






see light
 1
 .









6.
 
cast lots






see lot
 .









7.
 
cast one's mind back






think back to a particular event or time




•
 
he cast his mind back to the fatal evening.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
cast about (or around)






search far and wide (physically or mentally)




•
 
he is restlessly casting about for novelties.







[from a hunting term meaning ‘(of a hound) go in all directions looking for game or a lost scent.’]









2.
 
cast aside






discard or reject




•
 
they cast aside the principles of their youth.















3.
 
be cast away






be stranded after a shipwreck.









4.
 
be cast down






feel depressed




•
 
she was greatly cast down by abusive criticism of her novels.















5.
 
cast off (or cast something off)





a.
 


[Knitting]

 take the stitches off the needle by looping each over the next to finish the edge.




b.
 
set a boat or ship free from its moorings




•
 
the boatmen cast off and rowed downriver




•
 
Jack cast off our moorings.










c.
 
(
cast off

 )
 — (of a boat or ship) be set free from its moorings




•
 
the ferry cast off and made a beeline for the pier.










d.
 
let loose a hunting hound or hawk.




e.
 


[Printing]

 estimate the space that will be taken in print by manuscript copy.









6.
 
cast someone off






exclude someone from a relationship.









7.
 
cast on (or cast something on)








[Knitting]

 make the first row of a specified number of loops on the needle




•
 
cast on and knit a few rows of stockinette stitch.















8.
 
cast something up





a.
 
(of the sea) deposit something on the shore.




b.
 


‹dated›

 add up figures.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
kasta

 ‘to cast or throw.’





cast2


 
/kast/





I.
 
noun




the actors taking part in a play, movie, or other production




•
 
he draws sensitive performances from his inexperienced cast.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign a part in a play, movie, or other production to (an actor)




•
 
he was 
cast as

 the Spanish dancer




•
 


‹figurative›

 a campaign for good nutrition, in which red meat is 
cast as

 the enemy.










2.
 
allocate parts in (a play, movie, or other production)




•
 
assembling a great baseball team is as tricky as casting a play.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: a special use of cast
 1
 .





castanets

 
/ˌkastəˈnets/





I.
 
plural noun




small concave pieces of wood, ivory, or plastic, joined in pairs by a cord and clicked together by the fingers as a rhythmic accompaniment to Spanish dancing.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
castañeta

 , diminutive of 
castaña

 , from Latin 
castanea

 ‘chestnut.’





castaway

 
/ˈkastəˌwā/






noun




a person who has been shipwrecked and stranded in an isolated place.













caste

 
/kast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the hereditary classes of Hindu society, distinguished by relative degrees of ritual purity or pollution and of social status




•
 
members of the lower castes




•
 
a man of high caste.










2.
 
the system of dividing society into hereditary classes.




3.
 
any class or group of people who inherit exclusive privileges or are perceived as socially distinct




•
 
those educated in private schools belong to a privileged caste.










4.
 


[Entomology]

 (in some social insects) a physically distinct individual with a particular function in the society.





There are four basic classes, or varnas, in Hindu society: Brahman (priest), Kshatriya (warrior), Vaishya (merchant or farmer), and Shudra (laborer).







– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘race, breed’): from Spanish and Portuguese 
casta

 ‘lineage, race, breed,’ feminine of 
casto

 ‘pure, unmixed,’ from Latin 
castus

 ‘chaste.’





caste Hindu






noun




a Hindu who belongs to one of the four main castes.













casteism

 
/ˈkastˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
adherence to a caste system.




2.
 
prejudice or antagonism directed against someone of a different caste.








II.
 
derivatives





casteist






adjective





















Castel Gandolfo

 
/ˌkäsˌtel ɡänˈdôlfō, ˌkäsˌtel ɡänˈdälfō/






the summer residence of the pope, located on the edge of Lake Albano near Rome.










castellan

 
/ˈkastələn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the governor of a castle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
castelain

 , from medieval Latin 
castellanus

 , from Latin 
castellum

 (see castle
 ).





castellated

 
/ˈkas(t)əˌlādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having battlements




•
 
a castellated tower.










2.
 
(of a nut or other mechanical part) having grooves or slots on its upper face.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
castellatus

 , from Latin 
castellum

 (see castle
 ).





castellations

 
/ˌkas(t)əˈlāSH(ə)nz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
defensive or decorative parapets with regularly spaced notches; battlements.




2.
 
(
castellation

 )
 — the use or building of defensive or decorative parapets.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: based on medieval Latin 
castellare

 ‘to build castles,’ from 
castellum

 (see castle
 ).





caste mark

 
/ˈkas(t) ˌmärk/






noun




a symbol on the forehead denoting membership of a particular Hindu caste.













caster

 
/ˈkastər/






noun



1.
 
a person who casts something or a machine for casting something.




2.
 


[Fishing]

 a fly pupa used as bait.




3.
 
each of a set of small wheels, free to swivel in any direction, fixed to the legs or base of a heavy piece of furniture so that it can be moved easily.




4.
 
the angular inclination of a steering pivot or kingpin, especially that of the front wheel of a vehicle.




5.
 
a small container with holes in the top, especially one used for sprinkling sugar or pepper.













castigate

 
/ˈkastəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 reprimand (someone) severely




•
 
he was castigated for not setting a good example.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
castigation

 
/ˌkastəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
castigator

 
/ˈkastəˌɡādər /






noun













3.
 
castigatory

 
/ˈkastəɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
castigare

 ‘reprove,’ from 
castus

 ‘pure, chaste.’






Castile

 
/kaˈstēl/





I.
 
a region in central Spain, on the central plateau of the Iberian peninsula, formerly an independent Spanish kingdom.







– origin

 from French 
Castille

 , from Spanish 
Castilla

 .





Castile soap





I.
 
noun




fine, hard white or mottled soap made with olive oil and sodium hydroxide.











– origin

 late Middle English: named after Castile
 in Spain, where it was originally made.





Castilian

 
/kəˈstilyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Castile.




2.
 
the dialect of Spanish spoken in Castile, which is standard Spanish.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Castile, Castilians, or the Castilian form of Spanish.













Castilla-La Mancha

 
/käˌstēyəlä ˈmän(t)SHə/






an autonomous region in central Spain; capital, Toledo.









Castilla-León

 
/käˌstēyəlāˈōn/






an autonomous region in northern Spain; capital, Valladolid.









casting

 
/ˈkastiNG/






noun




an object made by pouring molten metal or other material into a mold.













casting couch

 
/ˈkastiNG kouCH/






noun






‹informal›

 used in reference to the supposed practice whereby actors or actresses are awarded parts in movies, plays, or other productions in return for granting sexual favors to the casting director




•
 
she was no stranger to the casting couch.



















casting director

 
/ˈkastiNG dəˈrektər dīˈrektər/






noun




the person responsible for assigning roles in a movie, play, or other production.













casting vote

 
/ˈkastiNG ˈˌvōt/





I.
 
noun




an extra vote given by a chairperson to decide an issue when the votes on each side are equal.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from an obsolete sense of 
cast

 ‘turn the scale.’





cast iron

 
/ˈˌkast ˈˌīərn/






noun



1.
 
a hard, relatively brittle alloy of iron and carbon that can be readily cast in a mold and contains a higher proportion of carbon than steel (typically 2.0–4.3 percent).




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — firm and unchangeable




•
 
there are no cast-iron guarantees.




















castle

 
/ˈkasəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large building or group of buildings fortified against attack with thick walls, battlements, towers, and in many cases a moat.




2.
 
a magnificent and imposing mansion, especially one that is the home or former home of a member of the nobility


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Castle Howard.










3.
 


[Chess]

 
‹informal›

 old-fashioned term for rook
 2
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
castling

 )


1.
 


[Chess]

 make a special move (no more than once in a game by each player) in which the king is transferred from its original square two squares along the back rank toward the corner square of a rook, which is then transferred to the square passed over by the king.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chess]

 move (the king) by castling.








III.
 
phrases





castles in the air (or in Spain)






visionary unattainable schemes; daydreams




•
 
my father built castles in the air about owning a boat.


















IV.
 
derivatives





castled

 
/ˈkasəld /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Old English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
castel

 , from Latin 
castellum

 , diminutive of 
castrum

 ‘fort.’





Castle, Vernon

 
/ˈkasəl/






(1887–1918), British dancer; born 
William Vernon Blythe

 . With his wife 
Irene

 (1893–1969), he originated the one-step, the turkey trot, the Castle walk, and the hesitation waltz. He also served as an aviator 1916–18 during World War I.









cast net






noun






[Fishing]

 a net that is thrown out and immediately drawn in again, as opposed to one that is set up and left.













castoff

 
/ˈkastäf/





I.
 
adjective




no longer wanted; abandoned or discarded




•
 
a pile of castoff clothes.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
castoffs

 )


1.
 
something, especially a garment, that is no longer wanted




•
 
I'm not going out in her castoffs!




















castor

 
/ˈkastər/





I.
 
noun




a reddish-brown oily substance secreted by beavers, used in medicine and perfumes.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘beaver’): from Old French or Latin, from Greek 
kastōr

 .





Castor

 
/ˈkastər/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the twin brother of Pollux.

See Dioscuri
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the second brightest star in the constellation Gemini, close to Pollux. It is a multiple star system, the three components visible in a moderate telescope being close binaries.









castor bean

 
/ˈkastər bēn/






noun



1.
 
the seed of the castor-oil plant. It contains a number of poisonous compounds, especially ricin, as well as castor oil.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the castor-oil plant.













castor oil

 
/ˈˌkastər ˈˌoil/





I.
 
noun




a pale yellow oil obtained from castor beans, used as a purgative and a lubricant and in manufacturing oil-based products.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps so named because it succeeded castor
 in medicinal use.





castor-oil plant






noun




an African shrub with lobed serrated leaves, yielding the seeds from which castor oil is obtained and widely naturalized in warm countries.

[
Ricinus communis

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]














castrate

 
/ˈkaˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the testicles of (a male animal or man).




2.
 
deprive of power, vitality, or vigor


(as 
adj.

 
castrated

 )


•
 
the nation is a castrated giant, afraid to really punish subversives.














II.
 
noun




a man or male animal whose testicles have been removed.








III.
 
derivatives





castrator

 
/-ˌtrātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
castrare

 .





castration

 
/kaˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the removal of the testicles of a male animal or man




•
 
the castration of male calves was initiated to reduce fighting.










2.
 
the state of being deprived of power, vitality, or vigor




•
 
the inability to afford technology is economic castration.



















castration complex






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 (in Freudian theory) an unconscious anxiety arising during psychosexual development, represented in males as a fear that the penis will be removed by the father in response to sexual interest in the mother, and in females as a compulsion to demonstrate that they have an adequate symbolic equivalent to the penis, whose absence is blamed on the mother.













castrato

 
/kaˈsträdō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a male singer castrated in boyhood so as to retain a soprano or alto voice. The practice of castration was banned in 1903.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, past participle of 
castrare

 (see castrate
 ).





Castries

 
/ˈkastrēz, ˈkastrēs/






the capital of the Caribbean island nation of St. Lucia, a seaport on the northwestern coast; pop. 14,000 (est. 2007).









Castro

 
/ˈkastrō/





I.
 
the name of a family of Cuban political leaders, including:




II.
 


Fidel

 (1927–), prime minister 1959–76 and president 1976–2008; full name 
Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz

 . After overthrowing President Batista, he set up a communist regime that survived the abortive Bay of Pigs invasion, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the collapse of the Soviet bloc. In 2008, he stood down in favor of his brother Raúl.




III.
 


Raúl

 (1931–), president since 2008; full name 
Raúl Modesto Castro Ruz

 . He was Cuba's vice president 1976–2008, an office created for him by his brother Fidel.









Castroism

 
/ˈkastrəˌwizəm/





I.
 
noun




the political principles or actions of Fidel Castro or his adherents or imitators.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Castroist






noun, adjective













2.
 
Castroite

 
/-ˌīt /






noun, adjective






















casual

 
/ˈkaZHo͞oəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relaxed and unconcerned




•
 
she regarded his affairs with a casual indulgence




•
 
he tried to make his voice sound casual.










2.
 
made or done without much thought or premeditation




•
 
a casual remark.










3.
 
done or acting in a desultory way




•
 
to the casual observer, rugby looks something like soccer.










4.
 
done or acting without sufficient care or thoroughness




•
 
the casual way in which victims were treated.










5.
 
not regular or permanent, in particular




6.
 
employed or established on a temporary or irregular basis




•
 
casual staff




•
 
casual jobs.










7.
 
(of a sexual relationship or encounter) occurring between people who are not regular or established sexual partners




•
 
they don't do one-night stands or casual flings.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — happening by chance; accidental




•
 
he pretended it was a casual meeting.










9.
 
without formality of style or manner, in particular (of clothing) suitable for everyday wear rather than formal occasions




•
 
a casual short-sleeved shirt




•
 
an ideal coat for casual occasions




•
 
the inn's casual atmosphere.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who does something irregularly




•
 
a number of casuals became regular customers.










2.
 
a worker employed on an irregular or temporary basis.




3.
 
(
casuals

 )
 — clothes or shoes suitable for everyday wear rather than formal occasions.








III.
 
derivatives





casualness

 
/ˈkaZH(əw)əlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective and 
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective): from Old French 
casuel

 and Latin 
casualis

 , from 
casus

 ‘fall’ (compare with case
 1
 ).






casual Friday






noun




Friday as a day when office workers are allowed to dress more casually than usual.













casually

 
/ˈkaZHo͞oəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a relaxed and informal way




•
 
she was just casually strolling through the mall




•
 
the family was casually dressed in jeans and sweaters.










2.
 
in a way that lacks sufficient care or thoughtfulness




•
 
people who casually throw garbage around the streets.










3.
 
without commitment or permanence; occasionally or irregularly




•
 
I work casually as a staff nurse




•
 
I wouldn't introduce my family to people I was casually dating.



















casual sex






noun




sexual activity between people who are not established sexual partners or do not know each other well




•
 
he wants a relationship, not just casual sex.



















casualty

 
/ˈkaZH(o͞o)əltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person killed or injured in a war or accident.




2.
 
a person or thing badly affected by an event or situation




•
 
the building industry has been one of the casualties of the recession.










3.
 
(chiefly in insurance) an accident, mishap, or disaster.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘chance, a chance occurrence’): from medieval Latin 
casualitas

 , from 
casualis

 (see casual
 ), on the pattern of words such as 
penalty

 .





casual water






noun






[Golf]

 water that has accumulated temporarily and does not constitute a recognized hazard of the course. A player may move a ball from casual water without penalty.













casuarina

 
/ˌkaZHo͞oəˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun




a tree with slender, jointed, drooping twigs that resemble horsetails and bear tiny scalelike leaves. It is native to Australia and Southeast Asia, and is a valuable source of timber and firewood.

[Genus 
Casuarina

 , family 
Casuarinaceae

 .]











– origin

 from modern Latin 
casuarius

 ‘cassowary’ (from the resemblance of the branches to the bird's feathers).





casuist

 
/ˈkaZHo͞oəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who uses clever but unsound reasoning, especially in relation to moral questions; a sophist.




2.
 
a person who resolves moral problems by the application of theoretical rules to particular instances.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
casuistic

 
/ˌkaZHo͞oˈistik /






adjective













2.
 
casuistical

 
/ˌkaZHo͞oˈistikəl /






adjective













3.
 
casuistically






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
casuiste

 , from Spanish 
casuista

 , from Latin 
casus

 (see case
 1
 ).





casuistry

 
/ˈkaZHo͞oəstrē/






noun



1.
 
the use of clever but unsound reasoning, especially in relation to moral questions; sophistry.




2.
 
the resolving of moral problems by the application of theoretical rules to particular instances.













casus belli

 
/ˈkäsəs ˈbelē, ˈkāsəs ˈbelˌī/





I.
 
noun




an act or situation provoking or justifying war.











– origin

 Latin, from 
casus

 (see case
 1
 ) and 
belli

 , genitive of 
bellum

 ‘war.’






cat1


 
/kat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small domesticated carnivorous mammal with soft fur, a short snout, and retractile claws. It is widely kept as a pet or for catching mice, and many breeds have been developed.

[
Felis catus

 , family 
Felidae

 (the 
cat family

 ); probably domesticated in ancient Egypt from the local race of wildcat, and held in great reverence there. The cat family also includes the ocelot, serval, margay, lynx, and the big cats.]




2.
 
a wild animal of the cat family




•
 
a marbled cat.







See also big cat
 .




3.
 
used in names of catlike animals of other families, e.g., 
ring-tailed cat

 .




4.
 


‹historical›

 short for cat-o'-nine-tails
 .




5.
 
short for catfish
 .




6.
 
short for cathead
 .




7.
 
short for catboat
 .




8.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (particularly among jazz enthusiasts) a person, especially a man.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 raise (an anchor) from the surface of the water to the cathead.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cat and mouse






a series of cunning maneuvers designed to thwart an opponent




•
 
their elite fighters are 
playing cat and mouse

 with US troops.















2.
 
a cat may look at a king








‹proverb›

 even a person of low status or importance has rights.









3.
 
has the cat got your tongue?






said to someone who, when expected to speak, remains silent.









4.
 
let the cat out of the bag








‹informal›

 reveal a secret carelessly or by mistake.









5.
 
like a cat on a hot tin roof








‹informal›

 very agitated or anxious.









6.
 
like herding cats

 

‹informal›







used to refer to a difficult or impossible task, typically an attempt to organize a group of people




•
 
controlling the members of this expedition is like herding cats.















7.
 
look like something the cat dragged in (or brought in)








‹informal›

 (of a person) look very dirty or disheveled.









8.
 
when (or while) the cat's away, the mice will play








‹proverb›

 people will naturally take advantage of the absence of someone in authority to do as they like.















– origin

 Old English 
catt

 , 
catte

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kat

 and German 
Katze

 ; reinforced in Middle English by forms from late Latin 
cattus

 .





cat2


 
/kat/






noun




short for catalytic converter
 .













cat3


 
/kat/






noun




short for catamaran
 .













CAT

 
/kat/






abbreviation



1.
 
clear air turbulence.




2.
 
computer-assisted (or -aided) testing.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 computerized axial tomography


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a CAT scan.




















cata-

 
cat-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
down; downward




•
 
catadromous




•
 
cataract.










2.
 
wrongly; badly




•
 
catachresis




•
 
catastrophe.










3.
 
completely; thoroughly




•
 
catechize.










4.
 
against




•
 
catapult.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kata

 ‘down.’





catabolism

 
/kəˈtabəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the breakdown of complex molecules in living organisms to form simpler ones, together with the release of energy; destructive metabolism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
catabolic

 
/ˌkadəˈbôlik /






adjective













2.
 
catabolize

 
/kəˈtabəˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
katabolē

 ‘throwing down,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





catabolite

 
/kəˈtabəˌlīt/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a product of catabolism.













catachresis

 
/ˌkadəˈkrēsis/





I.
 
noun




the use of a word in a way that is not correct, for example, the use of 
mitigate

 for 
militate

 .








II.
 
derivatives





catachrestic

 
/-ˈkrestik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
katakhrēsis

 , from 
katakhrēsthai

 ‘misuse,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ (expressing the sense ‘wrongly’) + 
khrēsthai

 ‘use.’





cataclysm

 
/ˈkadəˌklizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large-scale and violent event in the natural world.




2.
 
a sudden violent upheaval, especially in a political or social context




•
 
the cataclysm of the First World War.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting the biblical Flood described in Genesis): from French 
cataclysme

 , via Latin from Greek 
kataklusmos

 ‘deluge,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
kluzein

 ‘to wash.’





cataclysmic

 
/ˌkadəˈklizmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a violent natural event.




2.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize the extent of something bad or unwelcome




•
 
the concert was a cataclysmic failure.














II.
 
derivatives





cataclysmically

 
/-mik(ə)lē /






adverb





















catacomb

 
/ˈkadəˌkōm/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
catacombs

 )


1.
 
an underground cemetery consisting of a subterranean gallery with recesses for tombs, as constructed by the ancient Romans.




2.
 
an underground construction resembling the catacombs built by ancient Romans.











– origin

 Old English, from late Latin 
catacumbas

 , the name of the subterranean cemetery of St. Sebastian near Rome.





catadioptric

 
/ˌkadədīˈäptrik/






adjective






[Optics]

 denoting an optical system that involves both the reflecting and refracting of light, in order to reduce aberration.














catadromous

 
/kəˈtadrəməs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a fish such as the eel) migrating down rivers to the sea to spawn.

The opposite of anadromous
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cata-
 ‘down’ + Greek 
dromos

 ‘running,’ on the pattern of 
anadromous

 .






catafalque

 
/ˈkadəˌfalk/





I.
 
noun




a decorated wooden framework supporting the coffin of a distinguished person during a funeral or while lying in state.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
catafalco

 , of unknown origin. Compare with scaffold
 .





Catalan

 
/ˈkadlˌan ˈkadələn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Catalonia.




2.
 
a Romance language closely related to Castilian Spanish and Provençal, widely spoken in Catalonia (where it has official status alongside Castilian Spanish) and in Andorra, the Balearic Islands, and parts of southern France.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Catalonia, its people, or its language.











– origin

 from French, from Spanish 
catalán

 , related to Catalan 
català

 ‘Catalan,’
Catalunya

 ‘Catalonia.’





catalase

 
/ˈkatlˌās, -ˌāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the reduction of hydrogen peroxide.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from catalysis
 + -ase
 .





catalectic

 
/ˌkadəˈlektik /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




(of a metrical line of verse) lacking one syllable in the last foot.








II.
 
noun




a line lacking a syllable in the last foot.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
catalecticus

 , from Greek 
katalēktikos

 , from 
katalēgein

 ‘leave off.’





catalepsy

 
/ˈkadlˌepsē/





I.
 
noun




a medical condition characterized by a trance or seizure with a loss of sensation and consciousness accompanied by rigidity of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





cataleptic

 
/ˌkadlˈeptik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
catalepsie

 or late Latin 
catalepsia

 , from Greek 
katalēpsis

 , from 
katalambanein

 ‘seize upon.’





catalexis

 
/ˈkadəˌleksəs/






noun




the absence of a syllable in the last foot of a line or verse.













Catalina

 
/ˌkadlˈēnə/






another name for Santa Catalina
 .










catalog

 
/ˈkadlˌôɡ /

 
catalogue





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a complete list of items, typically one in alphabetical or other systematic order, in particular




2.
 
a list of all the books or resources in a library.




3.
 
a publication containing details and often photographs of items for sale, especially one produced by a mail-order company.




4.
 
a descriptive list of works of art in an exhibition or collection giving detailed comments and explanations.




5.
 


(US)

 a list of courses offered by a university or college.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a series of unfortunate or bad things




•
 
his life was a catalog of dismal failures.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a systematic list of (items of the same type).




2.
 
enter (an item) in a systematic list




•
 
the picture was withdrawn before being cataloged.










3.
 
list (similar situations, qualities, or events) in succession




•
 
the report catalogs dangerous work practices in the company.














III.
 
derivatives





cataloger

 
/ˈkadlˌôɡər ˈkadlˌäɡər /

 
cataloguer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
catalogus

 , from Greek 
katalogos

 , from 
katalegein

 ‘pick out or enroll.’





catalogue raisonné

 
/katlˌôɡ ˌrāzəˈnā, -ˌäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a descriptive catalog of works of art with explanations and scholarly comments.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘explained catalog.’





Catalonia

 
/ˌkadlˈōnēə/






an autonomous region in northeastern Spain; capital, Barcelona. The region has a strong separatist tradition; the normal language for everyday purposes is Catalan, which has also won acceptance in recent years for various official purposes. Catalan name 
Catalunya

 ; Spanish name 
Cataluña

 .









Catalonian

 
/ˌkadəˈlōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Spanish region of Catalonia, its people, or its language




•
 
a monumental 12th-century Catalonian fresco.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Spanish region of Catalonia




•
 
he is bilingual like many Catalonians.










2.
 
the language of the Spanish region of Catalonia, also widely spoken in Andorra, the Balearic Islands, and parts of southern France; Catalan




•
 
my faltering attempts at Catalonian.



















catalpa

 
/kəˈtalpə/





I.
 
noun




a tree with large heart-shaped leaves, clusters of trumpet-shaped flowers, and long, slender beanlike seedpods, native to North America and eastern Asia and cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Catalpa

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 : several species, including the 
southern catalpa

 (
C. bignonioides

 ).]











– origin

 from Creek.






catalufa

 
/ˌkadlˈo͞ofə/





I.
 
noun




another term for bigeye
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 from Spanish.






catalysis

 
/kəˈtaləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
[Biochemistry]

 the acceleration of a chemical reaction by a catalyst.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
katalusis

 , from 
kataluein

 ‘dissolve,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
luein

 ‘loosen.’





catalyst

 
/ˈkad(ə)ləst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that increases the rate of a chemical reaction without itself undergoing any permanent chemical change.




2.
 
a person or thing that precipitates an event




•
 
the governor's speech acted as a catalyst for debate.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from catalysis
 , on the pattern of 
analyst

 .





catalytic

 
/ˌkadlˈidik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involving the action of a catalyst.








II.
 
derivatives





catalytically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from catalysis
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
analysis

 , 
analytic

 .






catalytic converter

 
/katəlitikkənˈvɜːrtər/






noun




a device incorporated in the exhaust system of a motor vehicle, containing a catalyst for converting pollutant gases into less harmful ones.













catalyze

 
/ˈkadlˌīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 catalyse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or accelerate (a reaction) by acting as a catalyst.




2.
 
cause (an action or process) to begin




•
 
the tragic event helped to catalyze the already growing popular anger.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from catalysis
 , on the pattern of 
analyze

 .






catamaran

 
/ˌkadəməˈran ˈkadəməˌran/





I.
 
noun




a yacht or other boat with twin hulls in parallel.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Tamil 
kaṭṭumaram

 , literally ‘tied wood.’





Catamarca

 
/ˌkätäˈmärkä, ˌkatəˈmärkə/






a mining and commercial town in northwestern Argentina, the capital of Catamarca province; pop. 153,200 (est. 2005).









catamenia

 
/katəˈmēnēə/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 blood and other matter discharged from the uterus at menstruation.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek, neuter plural form of 
katamēnios

 ‘monthly,’ from 
kata

 ‘down’ + 
mēn

 ‘month’: see -ia
 2
 .





catamite

 
/ˈkadəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a boy kept for homosexual practices.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
catamitus

 , via Etruscan from Greek 
Ganumēdēs

 (see Ganymede
 ).






catamount

 
/ˈkadəˌmount /

 
catamountain





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a medium-sized or large wild cat, especially a cougar.











– origin

 late Middle English (as 
catamountain

 ): from the phrase 
cat of the mountain

 .





Catania

 
/kəˈtanēə/






a seaport on the east coast of Sicily, in southern Italy, at the foot of Mount Etna; pop. 296,469 (2008).









Catanzaro

 
/ˌkätän(d)ˈzärō/






the chief town of the Calabria region of southern Italy; pop. 93,519 (2008).










cataphatic

 
/ˌkadəˈfadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Theology]

 (of knowledge of God) obtained through affirmation.

The opposite of apophatic
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kataphatikos

 ‘affirmative,’ from 
kataphasis

 ‘affirmation,’ from 
kata-

 (as an intensifier) + 
phanai

 ‘speak.’





cataphor

 
/ˈkatəfər, -ˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word or phrase that refers to or stands for a later word or phrase (e.g., in 
when they saw Ruth, the men looked slightly abashed

 , the word 
they

 is used as a cataphor for 
the men

 ).











– origin

 late 20th cent.: back-formation from cataphora
 .






cataphora

 
/kəˈtaf(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 the use of a word or phrase that refers to or stands for a later word or phrase (e.g., the pronoun 
he

 in 
he may be 37, but Jeff behaves like a teenager

 ).

Compare with anaphora
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cataphoric

 
/ˌkadəˈfôrik /






adjective













2.
 
cataphorically

 
/ˌkatəˈfôrik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1970s: from cata-
 on the pattern of 
anaphora

 .





cataphoresis

 
/ˌkadəfəˈrēsəs/






noun




another term for electrophoresis
 .













cataphract

 
/ˈkadəˌfrakt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a soldier in full armor.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
kataphraktos

 ‘clothed in full armor.’





cataplasm

 
/ˈkadəˌplazəm/






noun




another term for poultice
 .













cataplexy

 
/ˈkadəˌpleksē/





I.
 
noun




a medical condition in which strong emotion or laughter causes a person to suffer sudden physical collapse though remaining conscious.








II.
 
derivatives





cataplectic

 
/ˌkadəˈplektik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kataplēxis

 ‘stupefaction,’ from 
kataplessein

 , from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
plēssein

 ‘strike.’





catapult

 
/ˈkadəˌpəlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device in which accumulated tension is suddenly released to hurl an object some distance, in particular




2.
 


‹historical›

 a military machine worked by a lever and ropes for hurling large stones or other missiles.




3.
 
a mechanical device for launching a glider or other aircraft, especially from the deck of a ship.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a slingshot.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hurl or launch (something) in a specified direction with or as if with a catapult




•
 
the plane was refueled and catapulted back into the air again




•
 
the explosion catapulted the car 30 yards along the road




•
 


‹figurative›

 their music catapulted them to the top of the charts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move suddenly or at great speed as though hurled by a catapult




•
 
the horse catapulted away from the fence.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
catapulte

 or Latin 
catapulta

 , from Greek 
katapeltēs

 , from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
pallein

 ‘hurl.’





cataract

 
/ˈkadəˌrakt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large waterfall.




2.
 
a sudden rush of water; a downpour




•
 
the rain enveloped us in a deafening cataract.










3.
 
a medical condition in which the lens of the eye becomes progressively opaque, resulting in blurred vision




•
 
she had cataracts in both eyes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cataracta

 ‘waterfall, floodgate,’ also ‘portcullis’ (medical 
sense

 2 probably being a figurative use of this), from Greek 
kataraktēs

 ‘down-rushing,’ from 
katarassein

 , from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
arassein

 ‘strike, smash.’





catarrh

 
/kəˈtär/





I.
 
noun




excessive discharge or buildup of mucus in the nose or throat, associated with inflammation of the mucous membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





catarrhal

 
/kəˈtärəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
catarrhe

 , from late Latin 
catarrhus

 , from Greek 
katarrhous

 , from 
katarrhein

 ‘flow down,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
rhein

 ‘flow.’






catarrhine

 
/ˈkadəˌrīn /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to primates of a group that comprises the Old World monkeys, gibbons, great apes, and humans. They are distinguished by having nostrils that are close together and directed downward.

Compare with platyrrhine
 .








II.
 
noun




a catarrhine primate.

[Infraorder 
Catarrhini

 , order 
Primates

 : four families.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cata-
 ‘down’ + Greek 
rhis

 , 
rhin-

 ‘nose.’





catastasis

 
/kəˈtastəsəs/






noun




the third part of an ancient Greek drama, in which the action is heightened for the catastrophe.













catastrophe

 
/kəˈtastrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event causing great and often sudden damage or suffering; a disaster




•
 
a national economic catastrophe




•
 
leading the world to catastrophe.










2.
 
the denouement of a drama, especially a classical tragedy.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘denouement’): from Latin 
catastropha

 , from Greek 
katastrophē

 ‘overturning, sudden turn,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
strophē

 ‘turning’ (from 
strephein

 ‘to turn’).





catastrophe theory






noun




a branch of mathematics concerned with systems displaying abrupt discontinuous change.













catastrophic

 
/ˌkadəˈsträfik/






adjective



1.
 
involving or causing sudden great damage or suffering




•
 
a catastrophic earthquake.










2.
 
involving a sudden and large-scale alteration in the state of something




•
 
the body undergoes catastrophic collapse toward the state of a black hole.










3.
 
of or relating to geological catastrophism.




4.
 
extremely unfortunate or unsuccessful




•
 
catastrophic mismanagement of the economy.



















catastrophically

 
/ˌkadəˈsträfək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves great damage, suffering, or deterioration in state




•
 
tropical forests are being catastrophically destroyed.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an extremely unsuccessful extent




•
 
the film is catastrophically bad.










3.
 


[Geology]

 in a way that results from a natural disaster




•
 
two fossil specimens appear to have been buried together catastrophically.




















catastrophism

 
/kəˈtastrəˌfizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the theory that changes in the earth's crust during geological history have resulted chiefly from sudden violent and unusual events.

Often contrasted with uniformitarianism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





catastrophist

 
/kəˈtastrəfəst /






noun, adjective





















catatonia

 
/ˌkadəˈtōnēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychiatry]

 abnormality of movement and behavior arising from a disturbed mental state (typically schizophrenia). It may involve repetitive or purposeless overactivity, or catalepsy, resistance to passive movement, and negativism.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 
‹informal›

 a state of immobility and stupor.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cata-
 ‘badly’ + Greek 
tonos

 ‘tone or tension.’





catatonic

 
/ˌkadəˈtänik/






adjective



1.
 


[Psychiatry]

 of, relating to, or characterized by catatonia




•
 
catatonic schizophrenia.










2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 
‹informal›

 of or in an immobile or unresponsive stupor.













Catawba

 
/kəˈtôbə, -ˈtäbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American variety of grape.




2.
 
a white wine made from the Catawba grape.











– origin

 named after the Catawba River
 .






Catawba River

 
/kəˈtôbə/






a river that flows for 300 miles (480 km) from the Blue Ridge Mountains in North Carolina across much of South Carolina.









catbird

 
/ˈkatbərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-tailed American songbird of the mockingbird family, with mainly dark gray or black plumage and catlike calls.

[Two genera and species, family 
Mimidae

 , in particular the 
gray catbird

 (
Dumetella carolinensis

 ) of North America.]




2.
 
a thickset Australasian bird of the bowerbird family, typically with a loud call like a yowling cat. It does not generally construct bowers.

[Genus 
Ailuroedus

 (and 
Scenopoeetes

 ), family 
Ptilonorhynchidae

 : several species, in particular the 
green catbird

 (
A. crassirostris

 ).]








II.
 
phrases





in the catbird seat








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in a superior or advantageous position.

[said to be an allusion to a baseball player in the fortunate position of having no strikes and therefore three balls still to play (a reference made in James Thurber's short story 
"The Catbird Seat"

 ).]


















catboat

 
/ˈkatbōt/





I.
 
noun




a sailboat with a single mast placed well forward and carrying only one sail.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from 
cat

 (denoting a type of merchant ship formerly used in the coal and timber trades in northeastern England) + boat
 .






catbrier

 
/ˈkatˌbrī(ə)r /

 
catbriar






noun




another term for greenbrier
 .













cat burglar

 
/ˈkat ˌbərɡlər/






noun




a thief who enters a building by climbing to an upper story.













cat cafe

 
cat café






noun




a cafe or similar establishment where people pay to interact with cats housed on the premises




•
 
she was one of many waiting in line this morning for the opening of North America's first pop-up cat cafe.



















catcall

 
/ˈkatˌkôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrill whistle or shout of disapproval, typically one made at a public meeting or performance.




2.
 
a loud whistle or a comment of a sexual nature made by a man to a passing woman.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a whistle, shout, or comment of a sexual nature to a woman passing by




•
 
they were fired for catcalling at women.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from cat
 1
 + call
 , originally denoting a kind of whistle or squeaking instrument used to express disapproval at a theater.






catch

 
/kaCH keCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intercept and hold (something that has been thrown, propelled, or dropped)




•
 
she threw the bottle into the air and caught it again.










2.
 
intercept the fall of (someone).




3.
 
seize or take hold of




•
 
he 
caught hold of

 her arm as she tried to push past him.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
catch at

 )
 — grasp or try to grasp




•
 
his hands caught at her arms as she tried to turn away.










5.
 
capture (a person or animal that tries or would try to escape)




•
 
we hadn't caught a single rabbit.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object) accidentally become entangled or trapped in something




•
 
the charm bracelet always caught on her clothing.










7.
 
(of a person) have (a part of one's body or clothing) become entangled or trapped in something




•
 
she caught her foot in the bedspread




•
 


‹figurative›

 companies face increased risks of being caught in a downward spiral.










8.
 
fix or fasten in place




•
 
her hair was caught back in a scrunchie.










9.
 
reach in time and board (a train, bus, or aircraft)




•
 
they caught the 12:15 from Chicago.










10.
 
reach or be in a place in time to see (a person, performance, program, etc.)




•
 
she was hurrying downstairs to catch the news.










11.
 
come upon (someone) unexpectedly




•
 
unexpected snow 
caught

 us 
by surprise

 .










12.
 
(
be caught in

 )
 — (of a person) unexpectedly find oneself in (an unwelcome situation)




•
 
my sister was caught in a thunderstorm.










13.
 
(
catch it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be punished or told off.




14.
 
surprise (someone) in an incriminating situation or in the act of doing something wrong




•
 
he was caught with bomb-making equipment in his home.










15.
 
engage (a person's interest or imagination).




16.
 
perceive fleetingly




•
 
she 
caught a glimpse of

 herself in the mirror.










17.
 
hear or understand (something said), especially with effort




•
 
he bellowed something Jess couldn't catch.










18.
 
succeed in evoking or representing




•
 
the program caught something of the flavor of Minoan culture.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike (someone) on a part of the body




•
 
Ben caught him on the chin with an uppercut.










20.
 
accidentally strike (a part of one's body) against something




•
 
she fell and caught her head on the corner of the hearth.










21.
 
contract (an illness) through infection or contagion.




22.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become ignited, due to contact with flame, and start burning




•
 
the rafters have caught.










23.
 
(of an engine) fire and start running.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of catching something, typically a ball.




2.
 
an amount of fish caught




•
 
a record catch of 6.9 billion pounds of fish.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person considered attractive, successful, or prestigious and so desirable as a partner or spouse




•
 
I mistakenly thought he would be a good catch.










4.
 
a device for securing something such as a door, window, or box




•
 
the window catch was rusty.










5.
 
a hidden problem or disadvantage in an apparently ideal situation




•
 
there's a catch in it somewhere.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an unevenness in a person's voice caused by emotion




•
 
there was a catch in Anne's voice.










7.
 


[Music]

 a round, typically one with words arranged to produce a humorous effect.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
catch someone napping






see nap
 1
 .









2.
 
be caught short






see short
 .









3.
 
catch at straws






see straw
 .









4.
 
catch one's breath






see breath
 .









5.
 
catch one's death (of cold)






see death
 .









6.
 
catch someone's eye





a.
 
be noticed by someone




•
 
a vase on a side table caught his eye.










b.
 
attract someone's attention by making eye contact




•
 
I caught Rhoda's eye and gave her a friendly wave.















7.
 
catch fire






become ignited and burn.









8.
 
catch someone in the act






see act
 .









9.
 
catch the light






shine or glint in the light.









10.
 
catch sight of






suddenly notice; glimpse.









11.
 
you wouldn't catch —— doing something








‹informal›

 used to indicate that there is no possibility of the person mentioned doing what is specified




•
 
you wouldn't catch me walking back to the house alone at night.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
catch on

 

‹informal›






a.
 
(of a practice or fashion) become popular




•
 
his music never caught on in the South.










b.
 
understand what is meant or how to do something




•
 
I 
caught on to

 what it was the guy was saying.















2.
 
catch up





a.
 
succeed in reaching a person who is ahead of one.




b.
 
do work or other tasks that one should have done earlier




•
 
he normally used the afternoons to 
catch up on

 paperwork.















3.
 
catch up with





a.
 
succeed in reaching a person who is ahead of one




•
 
you go with Stasia and Katie, and I'll catch up with you.










b.
 
talk to (someone) whom one has not seen for some time in order to find out what he or she has been doing in the interim




•
 
a chance to catch up with old friends.










c.
 
begin to have a damaging effect on




•
 
the physical exertions began to catch up with Sue.















4.
 
be/get caught up in






become involved in (something that one had not intended to become involved in)




•
 
he had no desire to be caught up in political activities.


















V.
 
derivatives





catchable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘chase’): from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
cachier

 , variant of Old French 
chacier

 , based on Latin 
captare

 ‘try to catch,’ from 
capere

 ‘take.’





catch-all

 
/ˈkeCH ˌôl/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a term or category that includes a variety of different possibilities




•
 
the stigmatizing catch-all term “schizophrenia.”



















catch-as-catch-can

 
/ˌkaCHəzˌkaCHˈkan/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 wrestling in which all holds are permitted.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
using whatever methods or materials are available




•
 
our catch-as-catch-can repair of fences.



















catcher

 
/ˈkaCHər ˈkeCHər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that catches something.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 a fielder positioned behind home plate to catch pitches not hit by the batter and to execute other defensive plays.













catchfly

 
/ˈkeCHˌflī/






noun




a campion or similar plant of the pink family, with a sticky stem.

[
Silene

 , 
Lychnis

 , and other genera, family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]













catching

 
/ˈkaCHiNG/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of a disease) infectious




•
 
Huntington's chorea isn't catching.










2.
 
(of a person's emotion or mood) likely to spread to other people




•
 
her enthusiasm is catching.



















catchlight

 
/ˈkaCHˌlīt, ˈkeCH-/






noun




a gleam of reflected light in the eye of a person or animal in a photograph.













catchline

 
/ˈkaCHlīn/






noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a short, eye-catching line of type, typically one at the top of a page such as a running head.




2.
 


[Printing]

 
(Brit.)

 an advertising slogan.













catchment

 
/ˈkaCHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of collecting water, especially the collection of rainfall over a natural drainage area.




2.
 
short for catchment area
 .














catchment area






noun



1.
 
the area from which rainfall flows into a river, lake, or reservoir.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the area of a city, town, etc., from which a hospital's patients or school's students are drawn.













catchpenny

 
/ˈkeCHˌpenē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a cheap superficial attractiveness designed to encourage quick sales.













catchphrase

 
/ˈkaCHˌfrāz/






noun



1.
 
a well-known sentence or phrase, typically one that is associated with a particular famous person.




2.
 
an advertising slogan.













catch-22





I.
 
noun




a dilemma or difficult circumstance from which there is no escape because of mutually conflicting or dependent conditions


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a catch-22 situation.

















– origin

 1970s: title of a novel by Joseph Heller (1961), in which the main character feigns madness in order to avoid dangerous combat missions, but his desire to avoid them is taken to prove his sanity.





catch-up

 
/ˈkaCHˌəp /

 
catchup





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an act of catching someone up in a particular activity.








II.
 
phrases





play catch-up





a.
 
fall behind continually with work or financial matters




•
 
I'm always playing catch-up with my homework.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 try to equal a competitor in a sport or game.

















catchweight

 
/ˈkaCHˌwāt, ˈkeCH-/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 unrestricted weight in a wrestling match or other sporting contest




•
 
a catchweight contest.



















catchword

 
/ˈkaCHˌwərd/






noun



1.
 
a briefly popular or fashionable word or phrase used to encapsulate a particular concept




•
 
“motivation” is a great catchword.










2.
 
a word printed or placed so as to attract attention.




3.
 


[Printing]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 the first word of a page given at the foot of the previous one.













catchy

 
/ˈkaCHē ˈkeCHē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a tune or phrase) instantly appealing and memorable




•
 
a catchy recruiting slogan.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
catchily

 
/ˈkaCHəlē, ˈkeCH- /






adverb













2.
 
catchiness






noun






















cate

 
/kāt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
cates

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 a choice food; a delicacy.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘selling, a bargain’): from obsolete 
acate

 ‘purchasing, things purchased,’ from Old French 
acat

 , 
achat

 , from 
acater

 , 
achater

 ‘buy,’ based on Latin 
captare

 ‘seize,’ from 
capere

 ‘take.’





catechesis

 
/ˌkadəˈkēsəs/





I.
 
noun




religious instruction given to a person in preparation for Christian baptism or confirmation, typically using a catechism.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
katēkhēsis

 ‘oral instruction.’





catechetical

 
/ˌkadəˈkedək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to religious instruction given to a person in preparation for Christian baptism or confirmation.




2.
 
of or relating to religious teaching by means of questions and answers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
catechetic

 
/ˌkadəˈkedik /






adjective













2.
 
catechetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Greek 
katēkhētikos

 , from 
katēkhētēs

 ‘catechist,’ from 
katēkhein

 ‘instruct orally’ (see catechize
 ).





catechetics

 
/ˌkadəˈkediks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of theology that deals with the instruction given to Christians before baptism or confirmation.




2.
 
religious teaching in general, typically that given to children in the Roman Catholic Church.













catechin

 
/ˈkadəˌ(t)SHən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound that is the major constituent of catechu.

[A phenol; chem. formula: C15
 H14
 O6
 ; several isomers.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from catechu
 + -in
 1
 .





catechism

 
/ˈkadəˌkizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a summary of the principles of Christian religion in the form of questions and answers, used for the instruction of Christians.




2.
 
a series of fixed questions, answers, or precepts used for instruction in other situations.








II.
 
derivatives





catechismal

 
/ˌkatəˈkizməl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
catechismus

 , from ecclesiastical Greek, from 
katēkhizein

 (see catechize
 ).





catechist

 
/ˈkadəkəst/





I.
 
noun




a teacher of the principles of Christian religion, especially one using a catechism.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
katēkhistēs

 , from 
katēkhein

 ‘instruct orally.’






catechize

 
/ˈkadəˌkīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
instruct (someone) in the principles of Christian religion by means of question and answer, typically by using a catechism.




2.
 
put questions to or interrogate (someone).








II.
 
derivatives





catechizer

 
/ˈkadəˌkīzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
katēkhizein

 , from 
katēkhein

 ‘instruct orally, make hear.’





catechol

 
/ˈkatəˌkôl, -ˌkōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound obtained by distilling catechu.

[Alternative name: 
benzene-1,2-diol

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OH)2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from catechu
 + -ol
 .





catecholamine

 
/katəˈkōləˌmēn, -ˈkôlə-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of aromatic amines that includes a number of neurotransmitters such as epinephrine and dopamine.














catechu

 
/ˈkadəˌ(t)SHo͞o /

 
cachou





I.
 
noun




a vegetable extract containing tannin, especially one (also called cutch
 ) obtained from the heartwood of an Indian acacia tree, used chiefly for tanning and dyeing.

[The chief source of this is 
Acacia catechu

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Malay 
kacu

 . Compare with cachou
 .





catechumen

 
/ˌkadəˈkyo͞omən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Christian convert under instruction before baptism.




2.
 
a young Christian preparing for confirmation.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
katēkhoumenos

 ‘being instructed,’ present participle of 
katēkhein

 ‘instruct orally’ (see catechize
 ).





categorical

 
/ˌkadəˈɡôrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unambiguously explicit and direct




•
 
a categorical assurance.














II.
 
derivatives





categoric

 
/ˌkadəˈɡôrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
categoricus

 (from Greek 
katēgorikos

 , from 
katēgoria

 ‘statement’: see category
 ) + -al
 .





categorical imperative

 
/ˈˌkadəˈɡôrəkəl əmˈperədiv/






noun






[Philosophy]

 (in Kantian ethics) an unconditional moral obligation that is binding in all circumstances and is not dependent on a person's inclination or purpose.













categorically

 
/kadəˈɡôriklē/






adverb




in a way that is unambiguously explicit and direct




•
 
the rules state categorically, “No violence.”



















categorization

 
/ˌkadəɡ(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌkadəɡəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of placing into classes or groups




•
 
categorization by topic.










2.
 
a system of classes into which something is sorted




•
 
categorizations in music.



















categorize

 
/ˈkadəɡəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place in a particular class or group




•
 
odors have been categorized into only seven basic groups.




















category

 
/ˈkadəˌɡôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a class or division of people or things regarded as having particular shared characteristics




•
 
five categories of intelligence.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 one of a possibly exhaustive set of classes among which all things might be distributed.




3.
 
one of the a priori conceptions applied by the mind to sense impressions.








II.
 
derivatives





categorial

 
/ˌkadəˈɡôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
catégorie

 or late Latin 
categoria

 , from Greek 
katēgoria

 ‘statement, accusation,’ from 
katēgoros

 ‘accuser.’





category killer






noun




a large store, typically one of a chain, that specializes in a particular type of discounted merchandise and becomes the dominant retailer in that category.













category mistake

 
category error






noun






[Logic]

 the error of assigning to something a quality or action that can properly be assigned to things only of another category, for example, treating abstract concepts as though they had a physical location.













catena

 
/kəˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a connected series or chain.




2.
 


‹technical›

 a connected series of texts written by early Christian theologians.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘chain,’ originally in 
catena patrum

 ‘chain of the (Church) Fathers.’





catenary

 
/ˈkad(ə)nerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curve formed by a wire, rope, or chain hanging freely from two points and forming a U shape


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a catenary wire.










2.
 
a wire, rope, or chain forming a catenary.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
catenarius

 ‘relating to a chain,’ from 
catena

 ‘chain.’





catenated

 
/ˈkadəˌnātəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 connected in a chain or series




•
 
catenated molecules.














II.
 
derivatives





catenation

 
/ˌkadəˈnāSHən ˌkadnˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: past participle of the rare verb 
catenate

 , from Latin 
catenat-

 ‘chained, fettered,’ from the verb 
catenare

 , from 
catena

 ‘chain.’





catenative

 
/ˈkatəˌnātiv, ˈkatnˌātiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a verb that governs a nonfinite form of another verb, for example, 
like

 in 
I like swimming

 .








II.
 
noun




a catenative verb.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from Latin 
catena

 ‘chain’ + -ative
 .





catenoid

 
/ˈkatəˌnoid, ˈkatnˌoid/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 the surface generated by rotating a catenary about its horizontal axis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
catena

 ‘chain’ + -oid
 .





cater

 
/ˈkādər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 provide food and drink, typically at social events and in a professional capacity




•
 
he catered a lunch for 20 people




•
 (as 
adj.

 
catered

 )
 
planning another catered affair.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cater for

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 provide with food and drink in a professional capacity




•
 
my mother helped to cater for the party.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cater to

 )
 — provide with what is needed or required




•
 
the school caters to children with learning difficulties.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cater to

 )
 — try to satisfy (a particular need or demand)




•
 
he catered to her every whim.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
cater

 ‘caterer,’ from Old French 
acateor

 ‘buyer,’ from 
acater

 ‘buy’ (see cate
 ).





cateran

 
/ˈkadərən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a warrior or raider from the Scottish Highlands.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the plural or as a collective singular denoting the peasantry as fighters): from Scottish Gaelic 
ceathairne

 ‘peasantry.’





cater-cornered

 
/ˈkadēˌkôrnərd ˈkadərˌkôrnərd /

 
cater-corner
 , catty-cornered
 , kitty-corner





I.
 
adjective, adverb




situated diagonally opposite someone or something


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a restaurant 
cater-cornered from

 the movie theater




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
motorcyclists cut 
cater-cornered across

 his yard.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dialect 
cater

 ‘diagonally,’ from 
cater

 denoting the four on dice, from French 
quatre

 ‘four,’ from Latin 
quattuor

 .





caterer

 
/ˈkādərər/






noun




a person or company providing food and drink at a social event or other gathering




•
 
it is increasingly common to engage professional caterers.




















caterpillar

 
/ˈkadə(r)ˌpilər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the larva of a butterfly or moth, having a segmented wormlike body with three pairs of true legs and several pairs of leglike appendages. Caterpillars may be hairy, have warning coloration, or be colored to resemble their surroundings.




2.
 
(in general use) any insect larva resembling the larvae of butterflies and moths, especially the sawfly.




3.
 
(also 
caterpillar track

 or 
tread

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 an articulated steel band passing around the wheels of a vehicle for travel on rough ground.




4.
 
a vehicle with caterpillar tracks.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from a variant of Old French 
chatepelose

 , literally ‘hairy cat,’ influenced by obsolete 
piller

 ‘ravager.’ The association with “cat” is found in other languages, e.g., Swiss German 
Teufelskatz

 (literally ‘devil's cat’), Lombard 
gatta

 (literally ‘cat’). Compare with French 
chaton

 , English catkin
 , resembling hairy caterpillars.





caterwaul

 
/ˈkadərˌwôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
caterwauling

 )


1.
 
(of a cat) make a shrill howling or wailing noise




•
 
the caterwauling of a pair of bobcats




•
 


‹figurative›

 a caterwauling guitar.














II.
 
noun




a shrill howling or wailing noise.











– origin

 late Middle English: from cat
 1
 + imitative waul
 .





catfight

 
/ˈkatfīt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a fight between women.








II.
 
derivatives





catfighting






noun






















catfish

 
/ˈkatˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a freshwater or marine fish with whiskerlike barbels around the mouth, typically bottom-dwelling.

[Order 
Siluriformes

 : many families, including the Eurasian family 
Siluridae

 and the large North American family 
Ictaluridae

 .]




2.
 
another term for wolffish
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (often as 
noun

 
catfishing

 )


1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fish for catfish




•
 
with the Mississippi River far below its normal level, the catfishing kept getting better and better.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 lure (someone) into a relationship by means of a fictional online persona




•
 
he was being catfished by a cruel prankster




•
 
a victim of catfishing.







[originally with reference to the 2010 documentary film 
Catfish

 , which concerns such a relationship.]













cat food






noun




commercially prepared food for pet cats




•
 
I opened a can of cat food for my girlfriend's pets.



















catgut

 
/ˈkatˌɡət/





I.
 
noun




a material used for the strings of some musical instruments, made of the dried twisted intestines of sheep or horses (but not cats).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: the association with cat
 1
 remains unexplained.





Cath.






abbreviation



1.
 
Cathedral.




2.
 
Catholic.













Cathar

 
/ˈkaTHär/





I.
 
noun




a member of a heretical medieval Christian sect that professed a form of Manichaean dualism and sought to achieve great spiritual purity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Catharism

 
/ˈkaTHərizəm /






noun













2.
 
Catharist

 
/ˈkaTHərist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Cathari

 (plural), from Greek 
katharoi

 ‘the pure.’






catharsis

 
/kəˈTHärsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or repressed emotions.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹rare›

 purgation.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from Greek 
katharsis

 , from 
kathairein

 ‘cleanse,’ from 
katharos

 ‘pure.’ The notion of “release” through drama (
sense

 1) derives from Aristotle's 
Poetics

 .





cathartic

 
/kəˈTHärdik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
providing psychological relief through the open expression of strong emotions; causing catharsis




•
 
crying is a cathartic release.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 (chiefly of a drug) purgative.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a purgative drug.








III.
 
derivatives





cathartically






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in medical use): via late Latin from Greek 
kathartikos

 , from 
katharsis

 ‘cleansing’ (see catharsis
 ).






Cathay

 
/kəˈTHā/





I.
 
the name by which China was known to medieval Europe.

Also called Khitai
 .







– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Cataya

 , 
Cathaya

 , from Turkic 
Khitāy

 .






cathead

 
/ˈkatˌhed/






noun




a horizontal beam extending from each side of a ship's bow, used for raising and carrying an anchor.













cathectic

 
/kəˈTHektik/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychoanalysis]

 of or relating to cathexis.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
kathektikos

 ‘capable of holding.’





cathedra

 
/kəˈTHēdrə/






noun



1.
 
a seat, specifically the chair of a bishop in his church.




2.
 
a bishop's see.

See also ex cathedra
 .














cathedral

 
/kəˈTHēdrəl/





I.
 
noun




the principal church of a diocese, with which the bishop is officially associated


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
St. Paul's Cathedral.

















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective, the noun being short for 
cathedral church

 ‘the church that contains the bishop's throne’): from late Latin 
cathedralis

 , from Latin 
cathedra

 ‘seat,’ from Greek 
kathedra

 .





cathedral ceiling






noun




a pointed or slanting ceiling of a room that rises through more than one floor.













Cathedral City






a city in southern California, southeast of Palm Springs; pop. 52,095 (est. 2008).









Cather, Willa

 
/ˈkaT͟Hər/






(1876–1974), US novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Willa Sibert Cather

 . Her home state of Nebraska provides the setting for some of her best writing. Notable works: 
O Pioneers!

 (1913), 
My Antonia

 (1918), and 
Death Comes for the Archbishop

 (1927).









Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge






(1982–), wife of Prince William of the United Kingdom; born 
Catherine Elizabeth Middleton

 . She married Prince William in April 2011 and gave birth to a son, 
Prince George Alexander Louis

 , in July 2013, and a daughter, 
Princess Charlotte Elizabeth Diana

 , in May 2015.










Catherine, St.






(died 
c.

 307), early Christian martyr; known as 
St. Catherine of Alexandria

 . According to tradition, she opposed the persecution of Christians under the emperor 
Maxentius

 and refused to recant or to marry the emperor. Feast day, November 25.









Catherine II

 
/ˌkaTH(ə)rən T͟Həˈsekənd/






(1729–96), empress of Russia; reigned 1762–96; known as 
Catherine the Great

 . She became empress after her husband, 
Peter III

 , was deposed. She formed alliances with Prussia and Austria and made territorial advances at the expense of the Turks and Tartars.










Catherine de Médicis

 
/ˌkaTH(ə)rən də ˈmedəCHē/






(1519–89), queen of France; wife of Henry II; Italian name 
Catherine de' Medici

 . She ruled as regent 1560–74 during the minority reigns of her three sons: Francis II, Charles IX, and Henry III.










Catherine of Aragon






(1485–1536), first wife of Henry VIII; youngest daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Castile; mother of Mary I. Henry's wish to annul his marriage to Catherine (due to her failure to produce a male heir) led eventually to England's break with the Roman Catholic Church.









Catherine wheel

 
/ˈkaTH(ə)rən ˌ(h)wēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a firework in the form of a flat coil that spins when fixed to something solid and lit.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a wheel with curved spikes projecting around the circumference.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a heraldic term): named after St. 
Catherine

 (see Catherine, St.
 ), with reference to her martyrdom.





catheter

 
/ˈkaTHədər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a flexible tube inserted through a narrow opening into a body cavity, particularly the bladder, for removing fluid.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek 
kathetēr

 , from 
kathienai

 ‘send or let down.’





catheterize

 
/ˈkaTHədəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 insert a catheter into (a patient or body cavity).








II.
 
derivatives





catheterization

 
/ˌkaTHəd(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌkaTHədəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















cathexis

 
/kəˈTHeksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the concentration of mental energy on one particular person, idea, or object (especially to an unhealthy degree).











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
kathexis

 ‘retention,’ translating German 
Libidobesetzung

 , coined by Freud.






cathode

 
/ˈkaTHˌōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the negatively charged electrode by which electrons enter an electrical device.

The opposite of anode
 .




2.
 
the positively charged electrode of an electrical device, such as a primary cell, that supplies current.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cathodal

 
/ˈkaTHˌōdl /






adjective













2.
 
cathodic

 
/kaˈTHädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kathodos

 ‘way down,’ from 
kata-

 ‘down’ + 
hodos

 ‘way.’





cathode ray

 
/ˈkaˌTHōd ˌrā/






noun




a beam of electrons emitted from the cathode of a high-vacuum tube.













cathode ray tube

 
/ˈkaˌTHōd rā t(y)o͞ob /

 
CRT
 , cathode-ray tube






noun




a high-vacuum tube in which cathode rays produce a luminous image on a fluorescent screen, used chiefly in televisions and computer terminals.













catholic

 
/ˈkaTH(ə)lik/





I.
 
adjective




including a wide variety of things; all-embracing




•
 
her tastes are pretty catholic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
catholicity

 
/ˌkaTHəˈlisədē /






noun













2.
 
catholically

 
/ˈkaTH(ə)ˌliklē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Catholic
 .






Catholic

 
/ˈkaTH(ə)lik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the Roman Catholic faith.




2.
 
of or including all Christians.




3.
 
of or relating to the historic doctrine and practice of the Western Church.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
catholique

 or late Latin 
catholicus

 , from Greek 
katholikos

 ‘universal,’ from 
kata

 ‘with respect to’ + 
holos

 ‘whole.’





Catholic Church






noun




short for Roman Catholic Church
 .













Catholicism

 
/kəˈTHäləˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
the faith, practice, and church order of the Roman Catholic Church.




2.
 
adherence to the forms of Christian doctrine and practice which are generally regarded as Catholic rather than Protestant or Eastern Orthodox.













Catholicize

 
/kəˈTHäləˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make Roman Catholic; convert to Catholicism.














Catholic League






see Holy League
 .









catholicon

 
/kəˈTHäliˌkän, -ikən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a universal remedy; a panacea.




2.
 
a comprehensive treatise.











– origin

 late Middle English: medieval Latin, from Greek 
dia katholikōn

 ‘made of general ingredients.’





Catholicos

 
/kəˈTHäləkəs, -ˌkäs/





I.
 
noun




the Patriarch of the Armenian or the Nestorian Church.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Greek 
katholikos

 ‘universal’ (see Catholic
 ).





cathouse

 
/ˈkatˌhous/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a brothel.














cation

 
/ˈkadīən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a positively charged ion, i.e., one that would be attracted to the cathode in electrolysis.

The opposite of anion
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cationic

 
/ˌkatīˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cata-
 ‘alongside’ or from cathode
 , + ion
 .






catkin

 
/ˈkatkən/





I.
 
noun




a flowering spike of trees such as willow and hazel. Catkins are typically downy, pendulous, composed of flowers of a single sex, and wind-pollinated.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
katteken

 ‘kitten.’





catlike

 
/ˈkatlīk/






adjective




resembling a cat in appearance, action, or character, especially by moving gracefully or stealthily.













catlinite

 
/ˈkatləˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a red clay of the Upper Missouri region, the sacred pipestone of the American Indians.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of George 
Catlin

 (1796–1872), American artist, + -ite
 1
 .






catmint

 
/ˈkatˌmint/






noun




another term for catnip
 .













catnap

 
/ˈkatˌnap/





I.
 
noun




a short, light sleep; a doze.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a short, light sleep.














catnip

 
/ˈkatˌnip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the mint family, with downy leaves, purple-spotted white flowers, and a pungent smell attractive to cats.

Also called catmint
 . [Genus 
Nepeta

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, including the Eurasian 
N. cataria

 .]




2.
 
someone or something that is very attractive or appealing to a particular person or group




•
 
both men are aggressive self-promoters and 
catnip for

 the media




•
 
biotech stocks have become 
catnip to

 investors this year.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally US): from cat
 1
 + 
nip

 , variant of dialect 
nep

 , 
nept

 , from medieval Latin 
nepta

 , from Latin 
nepeta

 ‘catmint.’





Cato, Marcus Porcius

 
/ˈkātō/






(234–149 
BC

 ), Roman statesman, orator, and writer; known as 
Cato the Elder

 or 
Cato the Censor

 . As censor, he initiated a vigorous program of reform and attempted to stem the growing influence of Greek culture.










cat-o'-nine-tails

 
/ˌkadəˈnīnˌtālz/






noun






‹historical›

 a rope whip with nine knotted cords, formerly used (especially at sea) to flog offenders.













Catonsville

 
/ˈkātnzˌvil/






a community in central Maryland, southwest of Baltimore; pop. 39,820 (2000).









catoptric

 
/kəˈtäptrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 of or relating to a mirror, a reflector, or reflection.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘the part of optics that deals with reflection’): from Greek 
katoptrikos

 , from 
katoptron

 ‘mirror.’





catoptrics

 
/kəˈtäptriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 the branch of optics that deals with reflection.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally 
catoptric

 ): from Greek 
katoptrikos

 ‘reflecting,’ from 
katoptron

 ‘mirror.’





cat rig






noun




the rig of a catboat with the single mast placed far forward.













Catron, John

 
/ˈkātrən/






(c.1786–1865), US Supreme Court associate justice 1837–65. Appointed to the Court by President Jackson, he was an advocate of states' rights.










CAT scan





I.
 
noun




an X-ray image made using computerized axial tomography.








II.
 
derivatives





CAT scanner






noun





















cat's cradle

 
/ˈkats ˈˌkrādl/






noun




a child's game in which a loop of string is put around and between the fingers and complex patterns are formed.













cat scratch fever

 
cat scratch disease






noun




an infectious disease occurring after a scratch by a cat's claw, a splinter, or a thorn. Symptoms include mild fever and inflammation of the injury site and of the lymph glands.













cat's ear

 
cat's ears






noun




a plant that resembles the dandelion, with yellow flowers and rosettes of leaves.

[Genus 
Hypochaeris

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the Old World 
H. radicata

 , naturalized in North America.]













cat's-eye

 
/ˈkats ˌī/






noun




a semiprecious stone, especially chalcedony or chrysoberyl, with a chatoyant luster.













cat shark






noun




a small bottom-dwelling shark that has catlike eyes and small dorsal fins set well back. It is typically strikingly marked and lives in warmer waters.

[
Apristurus

 and other genera, family 
Scyliorhinidae

 : several species, including the 
brown cat shark

 (
A. brunneus

 ).]













cat-sit





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look after a cat or cats while their owner is away, usually staying at the owner's home in order to do so




•
 
I need someone to cat-sit this weekend




•
 
a woman I used to cat-sit for.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cat-sitter






noun













2.
 
cat-sitting






noun





















Catskill Mountains

 
/ˌkatskil ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Catskills






a range of mountains in the state of New York, part of the Appalachian system.









cat's meow






noun

 — (
the cat's meow

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 another term for the cat's pajamas
 (see cat's pajamas
 ).














cat's pajamas






noun

 — (
the cat's pajamas

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an excellent person or thing




•
 
this car is the cat's pajamas.



















cat's-paw

 
/ˈkatsˌpô/






noun




a person who is used by another, typically to carry out an unpleasant or dangerous task.













catsuit

 
/ˈkatˌso͞ot/






noun




a woman's jumpsuit, typically close-fitting and covering the body from the neck to the feet.













cat's whisker





I.
 
noun




a fine adjustable wire in a crystal radio receiver.








II.
 
phrases





the cat's whiskers








‹informal›

 another term for the cat's pajamas
 (see cat's pajamas
 ).

















Catt, Carrie Chapman

 
/kat/






(1859–1947), US suffragist; full name 
Carrie Clinton Lane Chapman Catt

 . As president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association 1900–04, 1915–47 and of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance 1904–23, she was instrumental in the adoption of the 19th amendment to the Constitution in 1920.










cattail

 
/ˈkatˌtāl/






noun




a tall, reedlike marsh plant with straplike leaves and a dark brown, velvety cylindrical head of numerous tiny flowers.

Also called reed mace
 , bulrush
 . [Genus 
Typha

 , family 
Typhaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common cattail

 (
T. latifolia

 ).]













cattery

 
/ˈkadərē/






noun




a boarding or breeding establishment for cats.













cattish

 
/ˈkadiSH/





I.
 
adjective




another term for catty
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cattishly






adverb













2.
 
cattishness






noun






















cattle

 
/ˈkadl/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
large ruminant animals with horns and cloven hoofs, domesticated for meat or milk, or as beasts of burden; cows.

[
Bos taurus

 (including the zebu, 
B. indicus

 ), family 
Bovidae

 ; descended from the extinct aurochs.]




2.
 
similar animals of a group related to domestic cattle, including yak, bison, and buffalo.

[Tribe 
Bovini

 , family 
Bovidae

 (the 
cattle family

 ): four genera, in particular 
Bos

 . The cattle family also includes the sheep, goats, goat-antelopes, and antelopes.]











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting personal property or wealth): from Anglo-Norman French 
catel

 , variant of Old French 
chatel

 (see chattel
 ).





cattle call

 
/ˈkadl kôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an open audition for parts in a play, movie, or other production.













cattle egret






noun




a small white heron with long buff feathers on the head, back, and chest in the breeding season, and normally feeding around grazing cattle and game herds. It is native to southern Eurasia and Africa, and has colonized North and South America and Australasia in the 20th century.

[
Bubulcus ibis

 , family 
Ardeidae

 .]













cattle guard






noun




a metal grid covering a ditch, allowing vehicles and pedestrians to pass over but not cattle and other animals.













cattleman

 
/ˈkadlmən/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who tends or rears cattle.













cattle stanchion






noun




see stanchion
 .













cattleya

 
/ˈkatlēə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American orchid with brightly colored showy flowers and thick leaves, typically growing as an epiphyte. It is a popular greenhouse plant, with many hybrids.

[Genus 
Cattleya

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after William 
Cattley

 (died 1832), English patron of botany.





cat train





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a crawler tractor pulling a train of sleighs across snow or ice.











– origin

 
cat

 from caterpillar
 .






catty

 
/ˈkadē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deliberately hurtful in one's remarks; spiteful.




2.
 
of or relating to cats; catlike.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cattily

 
/ˈkadəlē /






adverb













2.
 
cattiness

 
/ˈkadēnəs /






noun





















Catullus, Gaius Valerius

 
/kəˈtələs/






(
c.

 84–
c.

 54 
BC

 ), Roman poet, known for his love poems.









CATV






abbreviation




community antenna television (i.e., cable television).













catwalk

 
/ˈkatˌwôk/






noun



1.
 
a platform extending into an auditorium, along which models walk to display clothes in fashion shows; a runway.




2.
 
a narrow walkway or open bridge, especially in an industrial installation.













Cauca River

 
/ˌkoukə ˈrivər/






a river in western Colombia that flows north for 800 miles (1,300 km) from the Andes to the Magdalena River.










Caucasian

 
/kôˈkāZHən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 white-skinned; of European origin




•
 
twenty of the therapists were Caucasian, two were African American, and two were Hispanic.










2.
 


‹dated›

 of or relating to one of the traditional divisions of humankind, covering a broad group of peoples from Europe, western Asia, and parts of India and North Africa.

[so named because the German physiologist Blumenbach believed that it originated in the Caucasus region of southeastern Europe.]




3.
 
relating to the Caucasus.




4.
 
relating to a group of languages spoken in the region of the Caucasus, of which thirty-eight are known, many not committed to writing. The most widely spoken is Georgian, of the small 
South Caucasian

 family, not related to the three 
North Caucasian

 families.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a white person; a person of European origin




•
 
the man is described as being a 50-year-old Caucasian with a full head of graying hair.










2.
 
a person from the Caucasus




•
 
the Caucasians of Southern Russia.

















usage:

 In the racial classification as developed by anthropologists in the 19th century, 
Caucasian

 (or 
Caucasoid

 ) included peoples whose skin color ranged from light (in northern Europe) to dark (in parts of North Africa and India). Although the classification is outdated and the categories are now not generally accepted as scientific (see usage at Mongoloid
 ), the term 
Caucasian

 has acquired a more restricted meaning. It is now used as a synonym for ‘white or of European origin,’ as in the police are looking for a Caucasian male in his forties.





Caucasoid

 
/ˈkôkəˌsoid/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 of or relating to the Caucasian division of humankind.











usage:

 The term 
Caucasoid

 belongs to a set of terms introduced by 19th-century anthropologists attempting to categorize human races. Such terms are associated with outdated notions of racial types, and so are now potentially offensive and best avoided. See usage at Mongoloid
 .





Caucasus

 
/ˈkôkəsəs /

 
Caucasia






a mountainous region in southeastern Europe and southwestern Asia that lies between the Black and Caspian seas in Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and southeastern Russia.









Cauchy, Augustin Louis

 
/kôˈSHē/






Baron (1789–1857), French mathematician. He transformed the theory of complex functions, founded the modern theory of elasticity, and contributed substantially to the founding of group theory and analysis.









caucus

 
/ˈkôkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meeting of the members of a legislative body who are members of a particular political party, to select candidates or decide policy.




2.
 
the members of a caucus.




3.
 
a group of people with shared concerns within a political party or larger organization.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 hold or form a caucus.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally US): perhaps from Algonquian 
cau'-cau'-as'u

 ‘adviser.’





caudal

 
/ˈkôdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a tail.




2.
 
at or near the tail or the posterior part of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





caudally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
caudalis

 , from Latin 
cauda

 ‘tail.’






caudal fin






noun






[Zoology]

 another term for tail fin
 .














Caudata

 
/kôˈdātə, kouˈdätə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term for Urodela
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
cauda

 ‘tail.’





caudate

 
/ˈkôdāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the caudate nucleus.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) having a tail.








II.
 
noun




short for caudate nucleus
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
caudatus

 , from 
cauda

 ‘tail.’






caudate nucleus






noun






[Anatomy]

 the upper of the two gray nuclei of the corpus striatum in the cerebrum of the brain.













caudex

 
/ˈkôdeks/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the axis of a woody plant, especially a palm or tree fern, comprising the stem and root.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, earlier form of codex
 .





caudillo

 
/kôˈdē(y)ō, kouˈdēˌ(y)ō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a military or political leader.











– origin

 Spanish, from late Latin 
capitellum

 , diminutive of 
caput

 ‘head.’ The title 
El Caudillo

 ‘the leader’ was assumed by General Franco of Spain in 1938.





caught

 
/kôt/






past and past participle of catch
 .









caul

 
/kôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amniotic membrane enclosing a fetus.




2.
 
part of the amniotic membrane occasionally found on a child's head at birth, thought to bring good luck.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's close-fitting indoor headdress or hairnet.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 the omentum.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
cale

 ‘head covering,’ but recorded earlier.






cauldron

 
/ˈkôldrən /

 
caldron





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large metal pot with a lid and handle, used for cooking over an open fire.




2.
 
a situation characterized by instability and strong emotions




•
 
a cauldron of repressed anger.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
caudron

 , based on Latin 
caldarium

 , 
calidarium

 ‘cooking pot,’ from 
calidus

 ‘hot.’





cauliflower

 
/ˈkälēˌflou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cabbage of a variety that bears a large immature flower head of small creamy-white flower buds.




2.
 
the flower head of the cauliflower plant eaten as a vegetable.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
chou fleuri

 ‘flowered cabbage,’ probably from Italian 
cavolfiore

 or modern Latin 
cauliflora

 . The original English form 
colieflorie

 or 
cole-flory

 had its first element influenced by cole
 ; the second element was influenced by flower
 during the 17th cent.





cauliflower ear






noun




an ear that has become thickened or deformed as a result of repeated blows, typically in boxing.













cauliflower fungus

 
cauliflower mushroom






noun




an edible fungus that forms a distinctive fruiting body with a yellowish lobed surface, growing on wood and other plant debris in both Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Sparassis

 and family 
Sparassidaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 : several species, in particular 
S. crispa

 .]













caulk

 
/kôk /

 
calk





I.
 
noun




a waterproof filler and sealant, used in building work and repairs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal (a gap or seam) with a waterproof filler and sealant.




2.
 
stop up (the seams of a boat) with oakum and waterproofing material, or by driving plate-junctions together; make (a boat) watertight by this method.








III.
 
derivatives





caulker

 
/ˈkôkər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘copulate,’ used of birds): from Old Northern French 
cauquer

 , 
caukier

 , variant of 
cauchier

 ‘tread, press with force,’ from Latin 
calcare

 ‘tread,’ from 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘heel.’





causal

 
/ˈkôzəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or acting as a cause




•
 
the causal factors associated with illness.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 expressing or indicating a cause




•
 
a causal conjunction.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a causal conjunction or particle): from late Latin 
causalis

 , from Latin 
causa

 ‘cause.’





causalgia

 
/kôˈzalj(ē)ə, -ˈsal-/





I.
 
noun




severe burning pain in a limb caused by injury to a peripheral nerve.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kausos

 ‘heat, fever’ + -algia
 .





causality

 
/kôˈzalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the relationship between cause and effect.




2.
 
the principle that everything has a cause.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
causalité

 or medieval Latin 
causalitas

 , from Latin 
causa

 ‘cause.’





causally

 
/ˈkôzəlē/






adverb




in terms of the way that one thing causes another; by way of cause and effect




•
 
the storm cannot be understood causally




•
 
the two traits are causally related.



















causation

 
/kôˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of causing something




•
 
investigating the role of nitrate in the causation of cancer.










2.
 
the relationship between cause and effect; causality.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
causatio(n-)

 ‘pretext’ (in medieval Latin ‘the action of causing’), from 
causare

 ‘to cause.’





causative

 
/ˈkôzədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
acting as a cause




•
 
a causative factor.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 expressing causation




•
 
a causative verb.














II.
 
noun




a causative verb.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
causatif

 , 
-ive

 , or late Latin 
causativus

 , from 
causare

 ‘to cause.’





cause

 
/kôz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that gives rise to an action, phenomenon, or condition




•
 
the cause of the accident is not clear.










2.
 
reasonable grounds for doing, thinking, or feeling something




•
 
Faye's condition had given no 
cause for concern






•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the government had good cause to avoid war




•
 
class size is a cause for complaint in some schools.










3.
 
a principle, aim, or movement that, because of a deep commitment, one is prepared to defend or advocate




•
 
she devoted her life to the cause of deaf people




•
 
I'm raising money for 
a good cause

 .










4.
 
a matter to be resolved in a court of law.




5.
 
an individual's case offered at law.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something, typically something bad) happen




•
 
this disease can cause blindness




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
we have no idea what has happened to cause people to stay away




•
 [with 
two objs

 ]
 
you could cause them problems.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cause and effect





a.
 
the principle of causation.




b.
 
the operation or relation of a cause and its effect.









2.
 
cause of action








[Law]

 a fact or facts that enable a person to bring an action against another.









3.
 
in the cause of






so as to support, promote, or defend something.









4.
 
make common cause






unite in order to achieve a shared aim




•
 
nationalist movements 
made common cause with

 the reformers.















5.
 
a rebel without a cause






a person who is dissatisfied with society but does not have a specific aim to fight for.

[from the title of a US film, released in 1955.]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
causeless

 
/ˈkôzləs /






adjective













2.
 
causer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
causa

 (noun), 
causare

 (verb).





’cause

 
/kəz/






conjunction






‹informal›

 short for because
 .













cause célèbre

 
/ˌkôz səˈleb(rə) ˌkōz səˈleb(rə)/





I.
 
noun




a controversial issue that attracts a great deal of public attention.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘famous case.’





causerie

 
/ˌkōzəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




an informal article or talk, typically one on a literary subject.











– origin

 French, from 
causer

 ‘to talk.’





causeway

 
/ˈkôzˌwā/





I.
 
noun




a raised road or track across low or wet ground.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
causey

 (from Anglo-Norman French 
causee

 , based on Latin 
calx

 ‘lime, limestone’ (used for paving roads)) + way
 .





caustic

 
/ˈkôstik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to burn or corrode organic tissue by chemical action




•
 
a caustic cleaner.










2.
 
sarcastic in a scathing and bitter way




•
 
the players were making caustic comments about the refereeing.










3.
 


[Physics]

 formed by the intersection of reflected or refracted parallel rays from a curved surface.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a caustic substance.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a caustic surface or curve.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
caustically

 
/ˈkôstək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
causticity

 
/kôˈstisədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
kaustikos

 , from 
kaustos

 ‘combustible,’ from 
kaiein

 ‘to burn.’





caustic potash

 
/ˈkôstik ˈpädˌaSH/






noun




another term for potassium hydroxide
 .













caustic soda

 
/ˈˌkôstik ˈsôdə/






noun




another term for sodium hydroxide
 .














cauterize

 
/ˈkôdəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 burn the skin or flesh of (a wound) with a heated instrument or caustic substance, typically to stop bleeding or prevent the wound from becoming infected.








II.
 
derivatives





cauterization

 
/ˌkôd(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌkôdəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cauteriser

 , from late Latin 
cauterizare

 , from Greek 
kautēriazein

 , from 
kautērion

 ‘branding iron,’ from 
kaiein

 ‘to burn.’





cautery

 
/ˈkôdərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 an instrument or a caustic substance used for cauterizing.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the action of cauterizing something.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
kautērion

 ‘branding iron’ (see cauterize
 ).





Cauthen, Steve

 
/ˈkôT͟Hən, ˈkä-/






(1960–), US jockey. In 1978, riding Affirmed, he became the youngest jockey to win the Triple Crown. He retired in 1992 with a total of 2,794 career victories. Horse Racing Hall of Fame (1994).










caution

 
/ˈkôSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
care taken to avoid danger or mistakes




•
 
anyone receiving a suspect package should exercise extreme caution.










2.
 
warning




•
 
business advisers have sounded a note of caution.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an amusing or surprising person.








II.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something as a warning


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the secretary cautioned that economic uncertainties remained




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Be careful now,” I cautioned.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
caution against

 )
 — warn or advise against (doing something)




•
 
advisers have cautioned against tax increases.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting bail or a guarantee): from Latin 
caution-

 , from 
cavere

 ‘take heed.’





cautionary

 
/ˈkôSHəˌnerē/






adjective




serving as a warning




•
 
a cautionary tale.



















cautious

 
/ˈkôSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) careful to avoid potential problems or dangers




•
 
a cautious driver.










2.
 
(of an action) characterized by the desire to avoid potential problems




•
 
the plan received a cautious welcome.














II.
 
derivatives





cautiousness

 
/ˈkôSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from caution
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
ambition

 , 
ambitious

 .





cautiously

 
/ˈkôSHəslē/






adverb




in a way that deliberately avoids potential problems or dangers




•
 
we must proceed cautiously




•
 
such laws have been cautiously welcomed.



















Cauvery

 
/ˈkôvərē /

 
Kaveri /ˈkôvərē, ˈkä-/







a river in southern India that rises in northern Kerala and flows east for 475 miles (765 km) to the Bay of Bengal, south of Pondicherry. It is held sacred by Hindus.









cava

 
/ˈkävə/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish sparkling wine made in the same way as champagne.











– origin

 Spanish.





cavalcade

 
/ˌkavəlˈkād/





I.
 
noun




a formal procession of people walking, on horseback, or riding in vehicles.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a ride or raid on horseback): from French, from Italian 
cavalcata

 , from 
cavalcare

 ‘to ride,’ based on Latin 
caballus

 ‘horse.’






cavalier

 
/ˌkavəˈlir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Cavalier

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a supporter of King Charles I in the English Civil War.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a courtly gentleman, especially one acting as a lady's escort.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a horseman, especially a cavalryman.




4.
 
(also 
Cavalier King Charles

 )
 — a small spaniel of a breed with a moderately long, noncurly, silky coat.








II.
 
adjective




showing a lack of proper concern; offhand




•
 
Anne was irritated by his cavalier attitude.














III.
 
derivatives





cavalierly

 
/ˌkavəˈlirlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
cavaliere

 , based on Latin 
caballus

 ‘horse.’ Compare with caballero
 and chevalier
 .





cavalry

 
/ˈkavəlrē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
(in the past) soldiers who fought on horseback.




2.
 
modern soldiers who fight in armored vehicles.








II.
 
derivatives





cavalryman

 
/ˈkavəlrēmən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
cavallerie

 , from Italian 
cavalleria

 , from 
cavallo

 ‘horse,’ from Latin 
caballus

 .





cavalry twill

 
/ˈkavəlrē twil/






noun




strong woolen twill used typically for making pants and sportswear.













Cavan

 
/ˈkavən/






a county in the Republic of Ireland, part of the old province of Ulster.









cavaquinho

 
/ˌkävəˈkēnyō/





I.
 
noun




a small, four-stringed guitar resembling a ukulele, popular in Brazil and Portugal.











– origin

 Portuguese.





cavatelli

 
/kävəˈtelē/





I.
 
plural noun




small discs or short strips of pasta with opposite edges rolled towards each other to form a hollow shape




•
 
another wonderful dish was the cavatelli with chèvre and roasted peppers and onions.

















– origin

 Italian, plural of 
cavatello

 , from 
cavato

 past participle of 
cavare

 ‘hollow out’ + the diminutive suffix 
-ello

 .





cavatina

 
/ˌkavəˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a short operatic aria in simple style without repeated sections.




2.
 


[Music]

 a piece of lyrical instrumental music similar to a cavatina.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian.






cave

 
/kāv/





I.
 
noun




a large underground chamber, typically of natural origin, in a hillside or cliff.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
explore caves as a sport.




2.
 


(US)

 capitulate or submit under pressure; cave in




•
 
he caved because his position had become untenable




•
 
she finally caved in the face of his persistence.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
cave in





a.
 
(of a roof or similar structure) subside or collapse




•
 
the tunnel walls caved in.










b.
 
capitulate or submit under pressure




•
 
the manager 
caved in to

 his demands.















2.
 
cave something in






cause to collapse




•
 
storms caved the roof in




•
 
the car smashed into the front door and almost caved in the porch.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cavelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
caver

 
/ˈkāvər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
cava

 , from 
cavus

 ‘hollow’ (compare with cavern
 ). The usage 
cave in

 may be from the synonymous dialect expression 
calve in

 , influenced by obsolete 
cave

 ‘excavate, hollow out.’





caveat

 
/ˈkavēˌat ˈkävēˌät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a warning or proviso of specific stipulations, conditions, or limitations.




2.
 


[Law]

 a notice, especially in a probate, that certain actions may not be taken without informing the person who gave the notice.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘let a person beware.’





caveat emptor

 
/ˌkavēˌät ˈem(p)ˌtôr/





I.
 
noun




the principle that the buyer alone is responsible for checking the quality and suitability of goods before a purchase is made.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘let the buyer beware.’





cave bear






noun




a large extinct bear of the Pleistocene epoch, whose remains are found commonly in caves throughout Europe.

[
Ursus spelaeus

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]














cave cricket






noun




another term for camel cricket
 .













cave dweller

 
/kāv ˈdwelər/






noun




a caveman or cavewoman.














cavefish

 
/ˈkāvfiSH/






noun




a small colorless fish that lives only in limestone caves in North America. It has reduced or absent eyes, and the head and body are covered with papillae that are sensitive to vibration.

Also called blindfish
 . [Family 
Amblyopsidae

 : four genera, in particular 
Amblyopsis

 and 
Typhlichthys

 .]













cave-in

 
/ˈkāvˌin/






noun



1.
 
a collapse of a roof or similar structure, typically underground




•
 
a mine cave-in.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of yielding or submitting under pressure




•
 
the government's cave-in to industry pressure.



















caveman

 
/ˈkāvˌman/






noun



1.
 
a prehistoric man who lived in caves.




2.
 
a man whose behavior is uncivilized or violent


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
you can't change my mind by caveman tactics.



















cavendish

 
/ˈkavəndiSH/





I.
 
noun




tobacco softened, sweetened, and formed into cakes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from the surname 
Cavendish

 .





Cavendish, Henry

 
/ˈkavəndiSH/






(1731–1810), English chemist and physicist. He identified hydrogen, studied carbon dioxide, and determined their densities relative to atmospheric air.









cave painting

 
/ˈkāv ˌpān(t)iNG/






noun




a prehistoric picture on the interior of a cave, often depicting animals.














cavern

 
/ˈkavərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cave, or a chamber in a cave, typically a large one.




2.
 
used in similes and comparisons to refer to a vast, dark space




•
 
the dark cavern of the main performance hall




•
 
rouses me from the cavern of sleep.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
caverne

 or from Latin 
caverna

 , from 
cavus

 ‘hollow.’ Compare with cave
 .





cavernous

 
/ˈkavərnəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like a cavern in size, shape, or atmosphere




•
 
a cavernous warehouse.










2.
 
giving the impression of vast, dark depths




•
 
his cavernous eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





cavernously






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
caverneux

 or Latin 
cavernosus

 (from 
caverna

 ‘cavern’).





cave salamander






noun




a cave-dwelling salamander with pinkish to brown skin.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Plethodontidae

 , including the North American 
Eurycea lucifuga

 and the European genus 
Hydromantes

 .]














cavesson

 
/ˈkavəsən/





I.
 
noun




a type of heavy bridle, which lacks a bit and has a thick noseband fitted with rings to which a lunge rein may be attached.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
caveçon

 , Italian 
cavezzone

 , based on Latin 
caput

 ‘head.’





cavewoman

 
/ˈkāvˌwo͝omən/






noun




a prehistoric woman who lived in caves.













caviar

 
/ˈkavēˌär /

 
caviare





I.
 
noun




the pickled roe of sturgeon or other large fish, eaten as a delicacy.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian 
caviale

 (earlier 
caviaro

 ) or French 
caviar

 , probably from medieval Greek 
khaviari

 .





cavil

 
/ˈkavəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make petty or unnecessary objections




•
 
they 
caviled at

 the cost.














II.
 
noun




a objection seen as petty or unnecessary.








III.
 
derivatives





caviler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
caviller

 , from Latin 
cavillari

 , from 
cavilla

 ‘mockery.’





caving

 
/ˈkāviNG/






noun




another term for spelunking
 .













cavitation

 
/ˌkavəˈtāSHən/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the formation of an empty space within a solid object or body.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the formation of bubbles in a liquid, typically by the movement of a propeller through it.













cavity

 
/ˈkavədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an empty space within a solid object, in particular the human body




•
 
the abdominal cavity




•
 
a body cavity.










2.
 
a decayed part of a tooth.








II.
 
derivatives





cavitary

 
/-iˌterē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
cavité

 or late Latin 
cavitas

 , from Latin 
cavus

 ‘hollow.’





cavity wall

 
/ˈkavədē ˌwôl/






noun




a wall formed from two thicknesses of masonry with a space between them.













cavolo nero

 
/ˈkävəˌlō ˈne(ə)rō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian variety of kale with very dark-colored leaves.











– origin

 Italian, from 
cavolo

 ‘cabbage’ + 
nero

 ‘black.’





cavort

 
/kəˈvôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
jump or dance around excitedly




•
 
spider monkeys leap and cavort in the branches.










2.
 


‹informal›

 apply oneself enthusiastically to sexual or disreputable pursuits




•
 
he spent his nights cavorting with the glitterati.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally US): perhaps an alteration of curvet
 .





Cavour, Camillo Benso

 
/kəˈvo͝or/






Conte di (1810–61), Italian statesman. In 1861, he became the first premier of a unified Italy.









cavy

 
/ˈkāvē/





I.
 
noun




a South American rodent with a sturdy body and vestigial tail.

[Family 
Caviidae

 : five genera and several species, in particular the guinea pig.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
cavia

 , from Galibi 
cabiai

 .





caw

 
/kô/





I.
 
noun




the harsh cry of a crow or similar bird.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter a caw.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative.






Cawley, Evonne Goolagong

 
/ˈkôlē/






(1951–), Australian tennis player; born 
Evonne Fay Goolagong

 . During 1971–80, she won the women's singles title at two Wimbledon, one French Open, and four Australian Open tournaments.










Cawnpore

 
/kônˈpôr/






former name for Kanpur
 .









Caxton, William

 
/ˈkakstən/






(
c.

 1422–91), English printer. He printed the first book in English in 1474.










cay

 
/kā kē/





I.
 
noun




a low bank or reef of coral, rock, or sand.

Compare with key
 2
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish 
cayo

 ‘shoal, reef,’ from French 
quai

 ‘quay.’






cayenne

 
/ˌkāˈ(y)en kīˈ(y)en /

 
cayenne pepper





I.
 
noun




a pungent hot-tasting red powder prepared from ground dried chili peppers.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Tupi 
kyynha

 , 
quiynha

 , later associated with Cayenne
 .






Cayenne

 
/ˌkāˈ(y)en kīˈ(y)en /ˌkāˈ(y)en kīˈ(y)en//






the capital and chief port of French Guiana; pop. 63,000 (est. 2007).









Cayley, Arthur

 
/ˈkālē/






(1821–95), English mathematician and attorney. The 
Cayley numbers

 , a generalization of complex numbers, are named after him.









Cayman Islands

 
/ˌkāmən ˈīləndz /

 
the Caymans






a group of three islands in the Caribbean Sea, south of Cuba; pop. 49,000 (est. 2009); capital, George Town. The Cayman Islands are a British overseas territory.









Cayuga

 
/kāˈ(y)o͞oɡə, kī-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people, one of the Five Nations, formerly inhabiting New York.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Cayuga.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cayuga or their language.











– origin

 from an Iroquoian place name.





Cayuga, Lake

 
/kəˈyo͞oɡə, kāˈ(y)o͞o-/






one of the Finger Lakes, in west central New York. Ithaca lies at its southern end.









Cayuse

 
/ˈkīˌ(y)o͞os, kīˈ(y)o͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of Washington State and Oregon.




2.
 
the language of the Cayuse, of unknown affinity.




3.
 
(
cayuse

 )
 — an American Indian pony.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a horse.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cayuse or their language.











– origin

 probably from Chinook Jargon from Spanish 
caballos

 , ‘horses,’ for which the Cayuse were especially known.





CB






abbreviation




Citizens' Band (radio frequencies).













CBC






abbreviation




Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.













CBS

 
/ˈˌsē ˈˌbē ˈes/






abbreviation




Columbia Broadcasting System.













CBT






abbreviation




cognitive behavioral therapy.













cc

 
/ˌsēˈsē /

 
c.c.






abbreviation



1.
 
carbon copy (used as an indication that a duplicate has been or should be sent to another person).




2.
 
cubic centimeter(s).













CC






abbreviation



1.
 
closed-captioned.




2.
 
Cape Cod.













CCD

 
/ˌsē ˌsē ˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Electronics]

 charge-coupled device, a high-speed semiconductor used chiefly in image detection.




2.
 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine.













CCK






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 cholecystokinin.













C clef






noun




the soprano, alto, or tenor clef.













CCS






abbreviation






[Ecology]

 carbon capture and storage.













CCTV

 
/ˌsē ˌsē ˌtē ˈvē/






abbreviation




closed-circuit television.













CCU






abbreviation



1.
 
cardiac care unit.




2.
 
coronary care unit.




3.
 
critical care unit.













cd






abbreviation



1.
 
candela.




2.
 
cord.













Cd






symbol




the chemical element cadmium.













CD1







noun




a compact disc.













CD2


 
/ˈˌsē ˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 
certificate of deposit.




2.
 
civil defense.




3.
 
corps diplomatique.














CD burner

 
//






noun




a device for producing a compact disc by copying from an original or master copy.













CDC






abbreviation




Centers for Disease Control.













CD-I

 
/ˈˌsē ˈˌdē ˈī/






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 compact disc (interactive).













CDM






abbreviation




cold dark matter.













CDMA






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 Code Division Multiple Access, a generic term denoting a wireless interface based on code division multiple access technology.













cDNA






abbreviation




complementary DNA.













Cdr.

 
CDR






abbreviation




Commander.













CD-R





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a blank compact disc which can be recorded on once only.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
compact disc recordable

 .





Cdre.

 
CDRE






abbreviation




Commodore.














CD-ROM

 
/ˌsēdēˈräm/





I.
 
noun




a compact disc used as a read-only optical memory device for a computer system.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
compact disc read-only memory

 .





CD-RW

 
/ärː/





I.
 
noun




a blank compact disc that can be recorded, erased, and rerecorded many times.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
compact disc rewritable

 .





CDS






noun




short for credit default swap
 :




•
 
triggering the CDS might even help Europe reduce the risk of contagion in the months ahead.



















CDT






abbreviation




Central Daylight Time (see Central time
 ).













CD video

 
CDV






noun




a video system in which both sound and picture are recorded on compact disc.













Ce






symbol




the chemical element cerium.













CE






abbreviation



1.
 
Chemical Engineer.




2.
 
Church of England.




3.
 
civil engineer.




4.
 
Common Era.




5.
 
Corps of Engineers.













ceanothus

 
/ˌsēəˈnōTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a North American shrub of the buckthorn family, cultivated for its dense clusters of small blue or white flowers.

[Genus 
Ceanothus

 , family 
Rhamnaceae

 : numerous species, esp. in the western US, including the 
blueblossom ceanothus

 of the Pacific coast.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
keanōthos

 , denoting a kind of thistle.





Ceará

 
/ˌsāəˈrä/






a state in northeastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; capital, Fortaleza.










cease

 
/sēs/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring or come to an end




•
 
the hostilities had ceased and normal life was resumed




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
on his retirement the job will cease to exist




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they were asked to cease all military activity.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
never cease to






(in hyperbolic use) do something very frequently




•
 
her exploits never cease to amaze me.















2.
 
without cease






without stopping.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cesser

 , from Latin 
cessare

 ‘stop,’ from 
cedere

 ‘to yield.’





cease-and-desist






adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
[Law]

 denoting a legally enforceable order from a court or government agency directing someone to stop engaging in a particular activity




•
 
they received a 
cease-and-desist order

 for conducting unlicensed property management activities




•
 
the photographers would probably be within their rights to ask for a cease-and-desist injunction against the website.










2.
 


(US)

 
[Law]

 denoting a cautionary notice detailing the sender's complaint of alleged wrongdoing by the recipient and threatening legal action if the offending activity is not stopped




•
 
she sent a 
cease-and-desist letter

 last July urging them to stop using the name.



















ceasefire

 
/ˈsēsˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a temporary suspension of fighting, typically one during which peace talks take place; a truce.




2.
 
an order or signal to stop fighting.













ceaseless

 
/ˈsēsləs/






adjective




constant and unending




•
 
the fort was subjected to ceaseless bombardment.



















ceaselessly

 
/ˈsēsləslē/






adverb




continuously and without end




•
 
a former policeman who has campaigned ceaselessly on his daughter's behalf.



















Ceauşescu, Nicolae

 
/CHouˈSHesko͞o/






(1918–89), Romanian communist statesman; first president of the Socialist Republic of Romania 1974–89. His regime became increasingly totalitarian and corrupt; a popular uprising in December 1989 resulted in its downfall and in his execution.









Cebu

 
/sēˈbo͞o/





I.
 
an island in southern central Philippines.




II.
 
the chief city and port of Cebu; pop. 798,800 (est. 2007).









Cecilia, St.

 
/səˈsilyə, -ˈsēlyə/






(2nd or 3rd century), Roman martyr. According to legend, she took a vow of celibacy, but, when forced to marry, converted her husband to Christianity and both were martyred. She is the patron saint of church music. Feast day, November 22.









cecitis

 
/ˌsēˈkīdəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 caecitis






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the cecum.













cecropia

 
/səˈkrōpēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fast-growing tropical American tree, typically among the first to colonize a cleared area. Many cecropias have a symbiotic relationship with ants.

[Genus 
Cecropia

 , family 
Cecropiaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
cecropia moth

 )
 — a very large North American silkworm moth with boldly marked reddish-brown wings. The caterpillars feed on a variety of forest trees.

[
Hyalophora cecropia

 , family 
Saturniidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from the name 
Cecrops

 , a king of Attica.





cecum

 
/ˈsēkəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 caecum





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a pouch connected to the junction of the small and large intestines.








II.
 
derivatives





cecal

 
/ˈsēkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
(intestinum) caecum

 ‘blind (gut),’ translation of Greek 
tuphlon enteron

 .





cedar

 
/ˈsēdər/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of conifers that typically yield fragrant, durable timber, in particular

[● a large tree of the pine family (genus 
Cedrus

 , family 
Pinaceae

 ), in particular the 
cedar of Lebanon

 (
C. libani

 ), with spreading branches, and the deodar. ● a tall slender North American or Asian tree (genus 
Thuja

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 ), in particular the 
western red cedar

 (
T. plicata

 ) and the 
northern white cedar

 (
T. occidentalis

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





cedarn

 
/ˈsēdərn /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
cedre

 or Latin 
cedrus

 , from Greek 
kedros

 .





Cedar Falls






a city in northeastern Iowa, on the Cedar River; pop. 38,059 (est. 2008).









Cedar Rapids






an industrial and commercial city in east central Iowa, on the Cedar River; pop. 128,056 (est. 2008).









cedar waxwing






noun




a North American waxwing.

[
Bombycilla cedrorum

 .]













cede

 
/sēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give up (power or territory)




•
 
they have had to 
cede

 control of the schools 
to

 the government.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
céder

 or Latin 
cedere

 ‘to yield.’





cedi

 
/ˈsādē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Ghana, equal to 100 pesewas.











– origin

 of Ghanaian origin, perhaps an alteration of shilling
 .





cedilla

 
/səˈdilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark ( ¸ ) written under the letter 
c

 , especially in French, to show that it is pronounced like an 
s

 rather than a 
k

 (e.g., 
façade

 ).




2.
 
a mark similar to a cedilla written under 
s

 in Turkish and other languages.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete Spanish, earlier form of 
zedilla

 , diminutive of 
zeda

 (the letter Z), from Greek 
zēta

 .






ceiba

 
/ˈsābə/





I.
 
noun




a very tall tropical American tree from which kapok is obtained, with lightweight yellowish or pinkish timber. It is pollinated by bats and was held sacred by the Maya.

Also called kapok
 . [
Ceiba pentandra

 , family 
Bombacaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Spanish from Taino, literally ‘giant tree.’






ceil

 
/sēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be ceiled

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 line or plaster the roof of (a building).











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘line (the interior of a room) with plaster or paneling’): perhaps related to Latin 
celare

 , French 
céler

 ‘conceal.’





ceilidh

 
/ˈkālē/





I.
 
noun




a social event at which there is Scottish or Irish folk music and singing, traditional dancing, and storytelling.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
ceilidh

 and Irish 
célidhe

 (earlier form of 
céilí

 ), from Old Irish 
céilide

 ‘visit, visiting,’ from 
céile

 ‘companion.’





ceiling

 
/ˈsēliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper interior surface of a room or other similar compartment.




2.
 
an upper limit, typically one set on prices, wages, or expenditure.

See also glass ceiling
 .




3.
 
the maximum altitude that a particular aircraft can reach.




4.
 
the altitude of the base of a cloud layer.




5.
 
the inside planking of a ship's bottom and sides.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the action of lining the interior of a room with plaster or paneling): from ceil
 + -ing
 1
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 16th cent.





ceilometer

 
/sēˈlämədər/






noun




a device for measuring and recording the height of clouds.













cel

 
/sel/





I.
 
noun




a transparent sheet of celluloid or similar film material that can be drawn on, used in the production of cartoons.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: abbreviation of celluloid
 .





celadon

 
/ˈseləˌdän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a willow-green color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
paneling painted in 
celadon green

 .










2.
 
a gray-green glaze used on pottery, especially that from China.




3.
 
pottery made with celadon glaze.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
céladon

 , a color named after the hero in d'Urfé's pastoral romance 
L'Astrée

 (1607–27).





celandine

 
/ˈselənˌdēn ˈselənˌdīn /

 
lesser celandine





I.
 
noun




a common plant of the buttercup family that produces yellow flowers in the early spring, reproducing either by seed or by bulbils at the base of the stems.

See also greater celandine
 . [
Ranunculus ficaria

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English, from Old French 
celidoine

 , from medieval Latin 
celidonia

 , based on Greek 
khelidōn

 ‘swallow’ (the flowering of the plant being associated with the arrival of swallows).





celeb

 
/səˈleb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a celebrity




•
 
a TV celeb.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): abbreviation.






Celebes

 
/ˈseləˌbēz, səˈlēbēz/






former name of Sulawesi
 .









Celebes Sea






a part of the western Pacific Ocean between the Philippines and the island of Sulawesi, and bounded on the west by Borneo. It is linked to the Java Sea by the Makassar Strait.









Celebra

 
/səˈlebrə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic drug (a COX-2 inhibitor) used in the management of arthritic pain.











– origin

 1990s: an invented word.





celebrant

 
/ˈseləbrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who performs a rite, especially a priest at the Eucharist.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who celebrates something.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
célébrant

 or Latin 
celebrant-

 ‘celebrating,’ from the verb 
celebrare

 (see celebrate
 ).






celebrate

 
/ˈseləˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly acknowledge (a significant or happy day or event) with a social gathering or enjoyable activity




•
 
they were celebrating their wedding anniversary at a restaurant




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she celebrated with a glass of champagne.










2.
 
reach (a birthday or anniversary).




3.
 
perform (a religious ceremony) publicly and duly, in particular officiate at (the Eucharist)




•
 
he celebrated holy communion.










4.
 
honor or praise publicly




•
 
a film celebrating the actor's career.














II.
 
derivatives





celebrator

 
/-ˌbrātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
celebrat-

 ‘celebrated,’ from the verb 
celebrare

 , from 
celeber

 , 
celebr-

 ‘frequented or honored.’





celebrated

 
/ˈseləˌbrādəd/






adjective




greatly admired; renowned




•
 
a celebrated mathematician.



















celebration

 
/ˌseləˈbrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of marking one's pleasure at an important event or occasion by engaging in enjoyable, typically social, activity




•
 
the birth of his son was a cause for celebration




•
 
a birthday celebration.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
celebratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
celebrare

 (see celebrate
 ).





celebratory

 
/ˈseləbrətôrē/






adjective



1.
 
used or intended to publicly acknowledge a significant or happy day or event




•
 
the guest of honor at a celebratory dinner




•
 
several celebratory birthday champagnes.










2.
 
feeling or expressing happiness and pride




•
 
the impending anniversary has the restaurant in a celebratory mood




•
 
the scowl was replaced by celebratory smiles for the seven-time series champion.




















celebrity

 
/səˈlebrədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a famous person.




2.
 
the state of being well known




•
 
his prestige and celebrity grew.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘solemn ceremony’): from Old French 
celebrite

 or Latin 
celebritas

 , from 
celeber

 , 
celebr-

 ‘frequented or honored.’





celebrity guest






noun




a well-known person invited to take part in a television or radio program on which they do not regularly appear




•
 
lots of celebrity guests were lined up for the show.



















celebutante

 
/səˈlebyo͝oˌtänt, -yə-/





I.
 
noun




a celebrity who is well known in fashionable society.











– origin

 1930s: blend of celebrity
 and debutante
 .






celeriac

 
/səˈlerēˌak/





I.
 
noun




celery of a variety that forms a large swollen turniplike root that can be eaten cooked or raw.

Also called celery root
 . [
Apium graveolens rapaceum

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from celery
 + an arbitrary use of -ac
 .





celerity

 
/səˈlerədē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 swiftness of movement.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
celerite

 , from Latin 
celeritas

 , from 
celer

 ‘swift.’






celery

 
/ˈsel(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




a cultivated plant of the parsley family, with closely packed succulent leafstalks that are eaten raw or cooked.

[
Apium graveolens

 var. 
dulce

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
céleri

 , from Italian dialect 
selleri

 , based on Greek 
selinon

 ‘parsley.’






celery root






noun




another term for celeriac
 .













celery salt






noun




a mixture of salt and ground celery seed used for seasoning.













celery seed






noun




the seed of a plant related to the celery plant, with a celerylike flavor and aroma.













celesta

 
/səˈlestə/





I.
 
noun




a small keyboard instrument in which felted hammers strike a row of steel plates suspended over wooden resonators, giving an ethereal bell-like sound.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: pseudo-Latin, based on French 
céleste

 ‘heavenly.’





celestial

 
/səˈlesCHəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
positioned in or relating to the sky, or outer space as observed in astronomy




•
 
a celestial body.










2.
 
belonging or relating to heaven




•
 
the celestial city.










3.
 
supremely good




•
 
the celestial beauty of music.














II.
 
derivatives





celestially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
caelestialis

 , from Latin 
caelestis

 , from 
caelum

 ‘heaven.’






celestial bamboo






noun




another term for nandina
 .














celestial equator






noun




the projection into space of the earth's equator; an imaginary circle equidistant from the celestial poles.













celestial globe






noun




a spherical representation of the sky showing the constellations.













celestial horizon






noun




see horizon
 (
sense

 1).














celestial latitude






noun






[Astronomy]

 the angular distance of a point north or south of the ecliptic.

Compare with declination
 (
sense

 1).














celestial longitude






noun






[Astronomy]

 the angular distance of a point east of the vernal equinox, measured along the ecliptic.

Compare with right ascension
 .













celestial mechanics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of theoretical astronomy that deals with the calculation of the motions of celestial objects such as planets.













celestial navigation






noun




the action of finding one's way by observing the sun, moon, and stars.














celestial pole






noun






[Astronomy]

 the point on the celestial sphere directly above either of the earth's geographic poles, around which the stars and planets appear to rotate during the course of the night. The north celestial pole is currently within one degree of the star Polaris.













celestial sphere






noun




an imaginary sphere of which the observer is the center and on which all celestial objects are considered to lie.













celiac

 
/ˈsēlēˌak /

 


‹Brit.›

 coeliac





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the abdomen.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or affected by celiac disease




•
 
a celiac child.














II.
 
noun




a person with celiac disease.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
coeliacus

 , from Greek 
koiliakos

 , from 
koilia

 ‘belly.’






celiac disease

 
/ˈsēlēˌak dəˌzēz/






noun




a disease in which the small intestine is hypersensitive to gluten, leading to difficulty in digesting food.













celibacy

 
/ˈseləbəsē/






noun




the state of abstaining from marriage and sexual relations




•
 
his brother's priestly vow of celibacy.



















celibate

 
/ˈseləbət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
abstaining from marriage and sexual relations, typically for religious reasons




•
 
a celibate priest.










2.
 
having or involving no sexual relations




•
 
I'd rather stay single and celibate.














II.
 
noun




a person who abstains from marriage and sexual relations.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
celibacy

 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
magistracy

 , 
magistrate

 .





cell

 
/sel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small room in which a prisoner is locked up or in which a monk or nun sleeps.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small monastery or nunnery dependent on a larger one.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the smallest structural and functional unit of an organism, typically microscopic and consisting of cytoplasm and a nucleus enclosed in a membrane. Microscopic organisms typically consist of a single cell, which is either eukaryotic or prokaryotic.




4.
 
an enclosed cavity in an organism.




5.
 
a small compartment in a larger structure such as a honeycomb.




6.
 
a small group forming a nucleus of political activity, typically a secret, subversive one




•
 
the weapons may be used to arm terrorist cells.










7.
 
the local area covered by one of the short-range transmitters in a cellular telephone system.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for cellular phone
 :




•
 
I'll just call him on his cell.










9.
 
a device containing electrodes immersed in an electrolyte, used for current-generation or electrolysis.




10.
 
a unit in a device for converting chemical or solar energy into electricity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
celled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a single-celled organism



















2.
 
cell-like

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
celle

 or Latin 
cella

 ‘storeroom or chamber.’





cella

 
/ˈselə/





I.
 
noun




the inner area of an ancient temple, especially one housing the hidden cult image in a Greek or Roman temple.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘storeroom, shrine,’ from 
celare

 ‘hide.’ (See conceal
 ).






cellar

 
/ˈselər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room below ground level in a house, typically one used for storing wine or coal.




2.
 
a stock of wine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
store (wine) in a cellar.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘storeroom’): from Old French 
celier

 , from late Latin 
cellarium

 ‘storehouse,’ from 
cella

 ‘storeroom or chamber.’





cellarage

 
/ˈselərij/






noun



1.
 
cellars collectively.




2.
 
money charged for the use of a cellar or storehouse.













cellarer

 
/ˈselərər/






noun




the person in a monastery who is responsible for the provisioning of food and drink.













cellaret

 
/ˌseləˈret /

 
cellarette






noun






‹historical›

 a cabinet for keeping bottles of wine and liquor.













cell block

 
/ˈsel ˌbläk/






noun




a large single building or part of a complex subdivided into separate prison cells.













cell division






noun






[Biology]

 the division of a cell into two daughter cells with the same genetic material.













cellie

 
/ˈselē/






noun




variant spelling of celly
 .













Cellini, Benvenuto

 
/CHəˈlēnē/






(1500–71), Italian goldsmith and sculptor.









cellist

 
/ˈCHeləst/





I.
 
noun




a person who plays the cello




•
 
a cellist for a symphony orchestra.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cello
 + -ist
 .





cell line






noun






[Biology]

 a cell culture developed from a single cell and therefore consisting of cells with a uniform genetic makeup.













cellmate

 
/ˈselmāt/






noun




a person with whom one shares a cell.














cell-mediated

 
/selˈmēdēˌādəd/






adjective






[Physiology]

 denoting the aspect of an immune response involving the action of white blood cells, rather than that of circulating antibodies.

Often contrasted with humoral
 .














cell membrane






noun




the semipermeable membrane surrounding the cytoplasm of a cell.

Also called cytomembrane
 .














cello

 
/ˈCHelō/





I.
 
noun




a bass instrument of the violin family, held upright on the floor between the legs of the seated player.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of violoncello
 .





cellophane

 
/ˈseləˌfān/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a thin transparent wrapping material made from viscose.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: originally a trademark.





cell phone

 
/sel fōn /

 
cellphone






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for cellular phone
 .













cellular

 
/ˈselyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or consisting of living cells




•
 
cellular proliferation.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a mobile telephone system that uses a number of short-range radio stations to cover the area that it serves, the signal being automatically switched from one station to another as the user travels about.




3.
 
(of a fabric item, such as a blanket or vest) knitted so as to form holes or hollows that trap air and provide extra insulation.




4.
 
consisting of small compartments or rooms




•
 
cellular accommodations.














II.
 
derivatives





cellularity

 
/ˌselyəˈlaritē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
cellulaire

 , from modern Latin 
cellularis

 , from 
cellula

 ‘little chamber,’ diminutive of 
cella

 .





cellular automaton






noun






[Computing]

 one of a set of units in a mathematical model that have simple rules governing their replication and destruction. They are used to model complex systems composed of simple units such as living things or parallel processors.













cellular blind






noun




a window blind with a single or double layer of collapsible voids that provide insulation when the blind is extended.














cellular phone

 
/ˈˌselyələr ˈfōn /

 
cellular telephone






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a telephone with access to a cellular radio system so it can be used over a wide area, without a physical connection to a network.

also called mobile phone
 .













cellulase

 
/ˈselyəˌlās, -ˌlāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that converts cellulose into glucose or a disaccharide.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from cellulose
 + -ase
 .





cellulite

 
/ˈselyəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




persistent subcutaneous fat causing dimpling of the skin, especially on women's hips and thighs. Not in technical use.











– origin

 1960s: from French, from 
cellule

 ‘small cell.’





cellulitis

 
/ˌselyəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of subcutaneous connective tissue.














celluloid

 
/ˈselyəˌloid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a transparent flammable plastic made in sheets from camphor and nitrocellulose, formerly used for cinematographic film.




2.
 
motion pictures as a genre




•
 
having made the leap from theater to celluloid, she can now make more money.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cellulose
 + -oid
 .






cellulose

 
/ˈselyəˌlōs ˈselyəˌlōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an insoluble substance that is the main constituent of plant cell walls and of vegetable fibers such as cotton. It is a polysaccharide consisting of chains of glucose monomers.




2.
 
paint or lacquer consisting principally of cellulose acetate or nitrate in solution.








II.
 
derivatives





cellulosic

 
/ˌselyəˈläsik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
cellule

 ‘small cell’ + -ose
 2
 .





cellulose acetate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a nonflammable thermoplastic polymer made by acetylating cellulose, used as the basis of artificial fibers and plastic.














cellulose nitrate






noun




another term for nitrocellulose
 .














cell wall

 
/ˌsel ˈwôl/






noun






[Biology]

 a rigid layer of polysaccharides lying outside the plasma membrane of the cells of plants, fungi, and bacteria. In the algae and higher plants, it consists mainly of cellulose.














celly

 
/ˈselē /

 
cellie





I.
 
noun



1.
 
informal term for cellular phone
 :




•
 
Timmy whips out his celly to beep White Mike.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (among prisoners) cellmate.











– origin

 by shortening and alteration.





celosia

 
/səˈlōZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes cockscomb.

[Genus 
Celosia

 , family 
Amarantaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
kēlos

 ‘burned or dry’ (from the burned appearance of the flowers in some species).






Celsius

 
/ˈselsēəs /

 
C





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 when used with a numeral]


1.
 
of or denoting a scale of temperature in which water freezes at 0° and boils at 100° under standard conditions.








II.
 
noun




the scale of temperature in which water freezes at 0° and boils at 100° under standard conditions.











usage:

 
Celsius

 , rather than 
centigrade

 , is the standard accepted term when giving temperatures: use 25° 
Celsius

 rather than 25° 
centigrade

 .





Celsius, Anders

 
/ˈselsēəs, ˈselSHəs/






(1701–44), Swedish astronomer; best known for his temperature scale.









celt

 
/selt/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a prehistoric stone or metal implement with a beveled cutting edge, probably used as a tool or weapon.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
celtis

 ‘chisel.’





Celt

 
/kelt selt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples inhabiting much of Europe and Asia Minor in pre-Roman times. Their culture developed in the late Bronze Age around the upper Danube, and reached its height in the La Tène culture (5th to 1st centuries 
BC

 ) before being overrun by the Romans and various Germanic peoples.




2.
 
a native of any of the modern nations or regions in which Celtic languages are (or were until recently) spoken; a person of Irish, Highland Scottish, Manx, Welsh, or Cornish descent.











– origin

 from Latin 
Celtae

 (plural), from Greek 
Keltoi

 ; in later use from French 
Celte

 ‘Breton’ (taken as representing the ancient Gauls). / 
usage:

 See usage at Celtic
 .






Celtiberian

 
/ˌkelˌtīˈbirēən, ˌsel-/






noun




another term for Iberian
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













Celtic

 
/ˈkeltik ˈseltik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Celts or their languages, which constitute a branch of the Indo-European family and include Irish, Scottish Gaelic, Welsh, Breton, Manx, Cornish, and several extinct pre-Roman languages such as Gaulish.








II.
 
noun




the Celtic language group.

See also P-Celtic
 , Q-Celtic
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Celticism

 
/ˈkeltəˌsizəm ˈseltəˌsizəm /






noun













2.
 
Celticist

 
/ˈkeltəˌsist, ˈsel- /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Celticus

 (from 
Celtae

 ‘Celts’), or from French 
Celtique

 (from 
Celte

 ‘Breton’). / 
usage:

 Although 
Celt

 and 
Celtic

 can be pronounced with either an initial 
k-

 or an initial 
s-

 sound, in standard English the normal pronunciation is with the 
k-

 sound. A notable exception is the name of Boston's professional basketball team, the Celtics, which is always pronounced with the 
s-

 sound.





Celtic Church






the Christian Church in the British Isles from its foundation in the 2nd or 3rd century until its assimilation into the Roman Catholic Church (664 in England; 12th century in Wales, Scotland, and Ireland).









Celtic cross






noun




a Latin cross with a circle around the center.













Celtic fringe






noun




the Highland Scots, Irish, Welsh, and Cornish in relation to the rest of Britain.













Celtic harp






noun




a small harp with wire strings, used in the folk and early music of Scotland and Ireland.













Celtic Sea






the part of the Atlantic Ocean that is between southern Ireland and southwestern England.









cembalo

 
/ˈCHembəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




another term for harpsichord
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cembalist

 
/-bəlist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, shortening of 
clavicembalo

 , from medieval Latin 
clavicymbalum

 , from Latin 
clavis

 ‘key’ + 
cymbalum

 ‘cymbal.’






cement

 
/səˈment/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powdery substance made with calcined lime and clay. It is mixed with water to form mortar or mixed with sand, gravel, and water to make concrete.




2.
 
a soft glue that hardens on setting




•
 
rubber cement.










3.
 
an element that unites a group of people




•
 
traditional entertainment was a form of community cement.










4.
 
another term for concrete
 .




5.
 
a substance for filling cavities in teeth.




6.
 
(also 
cementum

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a thin layer of bony material that fixes teeth to the jaw.




7.
 


[Geology]

 the material that binds particles together in sedimentary rock.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach with cement




•
 
wooden posts were cemented into the ground.










2.
 
settle or establish firmly




•
 
the two firms are expected to cement an agreement soon.










3.
 


[Geology]

 (of a material) bind (particles) together in sedimentary rock.








III.
 
derivatives





cementer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ciment

 (noun), 
cimenter

 (verb), from Latin 
caementum

 ‘quarry stone,’ from 
caedere

 ‘hew.’





cementation

 
/ˌsēmenˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 the binding together of particles or other things by cement.




2.
 


[Metallurgy]

 a process of altering a metal by heating it in contact with a powdered solid, especially a former method of making steel by heating iron in contact with charcoal.













cementite

 
/səˈmenˌtīt/





I.
 
noun






[Metallurgy]

 a hard, brittle iron carbide present in cast iron and most steels.

[Chem. formula: Fe3
 C.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cement
 + -ite
 1
 .





cementitious

 
/ˌsēmenˈtiSHəs/






adjective




of the nature of cement.













cement mixer

 
/səˈment ˌmiksər /

 
concrete mixer






noun




a machine with a revolving drum used for mixing cement with sand, gravel, and water to make concrete.













cemetery

 
/ˈseməˌterē/





I.
 
noun




a burial ground; a graveyard.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
koimētērion

 ‘dormitory,’ from 
koiman

 ‘put to sleep.’





cenacle

 
/ˈsenək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people, such as a discussion group or literary clique.




2.
 
the room in which the Last Supper was held.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cenacle

 , from Latin 
cenaculum

 , from 
cena

 ‘dinner.’





cenobite

 
/ˈsenəˌbīt /

 
coenobite





I.
 
noun




a member of a monastic community.








II.
 
derivatives





cenobitic

 
/ˌsenəˈbitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cenobite

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
coenobita

 , via late Latin from Greek 
koinobion

 ‘convent,’ from 
koinos

 ‘common’ + 
bios

 ‘life.’





cenobium

 
/səˈnōbēəm /

 
coenobium





I.
 
noun




a monastery




•
 
many pilgrims flocked to the cenobium in search of the monk.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: ecclesiastical Latin 
coenobium

 , from Greek 
koinobion

 ‘community life, convent,’ from 
koinos

 ‘common’ + 
bios

 ‘life.’





cenospecies

 
/ˈsēnəˌspēsēz, -ˌspēSHēz/






noun




a group of species whose members produce partially fertile hybrids when crossbred.













cenotaph

 
/ˈsenəˌtaf/





I.
 
noun




a tomblike monument to someone buried elsewhere, especially one commemorating people who died in a war.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
cénotaphe

 , from late Latin 
cenotaphium

 , from Greek 
kenos

 ‘empty’ + 
taphos

 ‘tomb.’





Cenozoic

 
/ˌsenəˈzōik /

 
Cainozoic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting the most recent era, following the Mesozoic era and comprising the Tertiary and Quaternary periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Cenozoic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Cenozoic era, or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Cenozoic has lasted from about 65 million years ago to the present day. It has seen the rapid evolution and rise to dominance of mammals, birds, and flowering plants.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kainos

 ‘new’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal’ + -ic
 .





cense

 
/sens/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perfume (something) ritually with the odor of burning incense.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
encenser

 .






censer

 
/ˈsensər/





I.
 
noun




a container in which incense is burned, typically during a religious ceremony.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
censier

 , from 
encensier

 , from 
encens

 (see incense
 1
 ).





censor

 
/ˈsensər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official who examines material that is about to be released, such as books, movies, news, and art, and suppresses any parts that are considered obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to security.




2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 an aspect of the superego that is said to prevent certain ideas and memories from emerging into consciousness.

[from a mistranslation of German 
Zensur

 ‘censorship,’ coined by Freud.]




3.
 
(in ancient Rome) either of two magistrates who held censuses and supervised public morals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine (a book, movie, etc.) officially and suppress unacceptable parts of it




•
 
my mail was being censored.














III.
 
derivatives





censorial

 
/senˈsôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin, from 
censere

 ‘assess.’ / 
usage:

 Both 
censor

 and 
censure

 are used as both verbs and nouns, but 
censor

 means ‘scrutinize, revise, or cut unacceptable parts from (a book, movie, etc.)’ or ‘a person who does this,’ while 
censure

 means ‘criticize harshly’ or ‘harsh criticism’: the inmates received their mail only after prison officials had censored all the contents; some senators considered a resolution of censure to express strong disapproval of the president's behavior.





censorious

 
/senˈsôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




severely critical of others




•
 
modest, charitable in his judgments, never censorious, Jim carried tolerance almost too far.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
censoriously






adverb













2.
 
censoriousness

 
/senˈsôrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
censorius

 (from 
censor

 ‘magistrate’) + -ious
 .





censorship

 
/ˈsensərSHip/






noun



1.
 
the suppression or prohibition of any parts of books, films, news, etc. that are considered obscene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to security




•
 
the regulation imposes censorship on all media




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
we have strict censorship laws.










2.
 
(in ancient Rome) the office or position of censor




•
 
he celebrated a triumph together with his father and they held the censorship jointly.



















censure

 
/ˈsen(t)SHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express severe disapproval of (someone or something), typically in a formal statement




•
 
a judge was censured in 1983 for a variety of types of injudicious conduct.














II.
 
noun




the expression of formal disapproval




•
 
angry delegates offered a resolution of censure against the offenders




•
 
they paid the price in social ostracism and family censure.














III.
 
derivatives





censurable

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘judicial sentence’): from Old French 
censurer

 (verb), 
censure

 (noun), from Latin 
censura

 ‘judgment, assessment,’ from 
censere

 ‘assess.’ / 
usage:

 On the difference in meaning between 
censure

 and 
censor

 , see usage at censor
 .






census

 
/ˈsensəs/





I.
 
noun




an official count or survey of a population, typically recording various details of individuals




•
 
population estimates extrapolated from the 1981 census




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
census data.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a poll tax): from Latin, applied to the registration of citizens and property in ancient Rome, usually for taxation, from 
censere

 ‘assess.’ The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.






cent

 
/sent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a monetary unit of the US, Canada, and various other countries, equal to one hundredth of a dollar, euro, or other decimal currency unit.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a small sum of money




•
 
she saved every cent possible.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used for emphasis to denote any money at all




•
 
he hadn't yet earned a cent.










4.
 


[Music]

 one hundredth of a half step.








II.
 
phrases





one's two cents’ worth








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 one's unsolicited opinion.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘a hundred’): from French 
cent

 , Italian 
cento

 , or Latin 
centum

 ‘hundred.’





cent.






abbreviation



1.
 
centigrade.




2.
 
century.













centas

 
/ˈsentäs/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Lithuania, equal to one hundredth of a litas.











– origin

 Lithuanian.





centaur

 
/ˈsentôr/





I.
 
noun






[Greek Mythology]

 a creature with the head, arms, and torso of a man and the body and legs of a horse.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
kentauros

 , the Greek name for a Thessalonian tribe of expert horsemen; of unknown ultimate origin.





centaurea

 
/senˈtôrēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a Eurasian genus that includes the cornflower and knapweed. Several kinds are cultivated for their bright flowers.

[Genus 
Centaurea

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin based on Greek 
kentauros

 ‘centaur’ (see centaury
 ).





Centaurus

 
/senˈtôrəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large southern constellation (the Centaur). It lies in the Milky Way and contains the stars Alpha and Proxima Centauri.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Centauri

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Lambda Centauri.













– origin

 Latin.






centaury

 
/ˈsenˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed herbaceous plant of the gentian family, typically having pink petals atop long calyx tubes.

[
Centaurium

 and related genera, family 
Gentianaceae

 : many species, including the wild 
C. pulchellum

 and the cultivated ornamental 
C. scilloides

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
centaurea

 , based on Greek 
kentauros

 ‘centaur’ (because its medicinal properties were said to have been discovered by the centaur Chiron).





centavo

 
/senˈtävō/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Mexico, Brazil, and certain other countries (including Portugal until the introduction of the euro), equal to one hundredth of the basic unit.











– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese, from Latin 
centum

 ‘a hundred.’





CENTCOM

 
CentCom





I.
 
abbreviation




the unified armed forces command organization that oversees US military operations in the Middle East.











– origin

 acronym from 
Central Command

 .





centenarian

 
/ˌsentnˈerēən/






noun




a person who is one hundred or more years old.














centenary

 
/senˈtenərē ˈsen(t)əˌnerē /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun




the hundredth anniversary of a significant event; a centennial.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a hundredth anniversary; centennial.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a century): from Latin 
centenarius

 ‘containing a hundred,’ based on Latin 
centum

 ‘a hundred.’






centennial

 
/senˈtenēəl /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a hundredth anniversary




•
 
centennial celebrations.














II.
 
noun




a hundredth anniversary




•
 
the museum's centennial.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
centum

 ‘a hundred,’ on the pattern of 
biennial

 .





Centennial

 
/senˈtenēəl/






a city in north-central Colorado, governed by home rule; pop. 99,680 (est. 2008).









Centennial State






a nickname for the state of Colorado
 .










center

 
/ˈsen(t)ər /

 


‹Brit.›

 centre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the middle point of a circle or sphere, equidistant from every point on the circumference or surface.




2.
 
a point or part that is equally distant from all sides, ends, or surfaces of something; the middle




•
 
the center of the ceiling




•
 
the center of a vast territory.










3.
 
a pivot or axis of rotation




•
 
the galactic rotation of the solar system around the galactic center.










4.
 
a political party or group holding moderate opinions.




5.
 


[Sports]

 the middle player in a line or group in many games




•
 
Terry played center on the basketball team.










6.
 


[Baseball]

 short for center field
 :




•
 
he flied out to center.










7.
 
a core, such as the filling in a piece of chocolate




•
 
truffles with liqueur centers.










8.
 
a conical adjustable support for a workpiece in a lathe or similar machine.




9.
 
the point from which an activity or process is directed, or on which it is focused




•
 
the city was 
a center of

 discontent




•
 
two issues 
at the center of

 the health-care debate.










10.
 
the most important place in the respect specified




•
 
Geneva was then the center of the international world.










11.
 
a place or group of buildings where a specified activity is concentrated




•
 
a 
center for

 medical research




•
 
a shopping center.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
center around/on

 or 
center something around/on

 )
 — have or cause to have something as (a major concern or theme)




•
 
the case centers around the couple's adopted children




•
 
the plot centers on two young men




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he is centering his discussion on an analysis of patterns of mortality.










2.
 
(
be centered in

 )
 — (of an activity) occur mainly in or around (a specified place)




•
 
the mercantile association was centered in northern Germany.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place in the middle




•
 
to center the needle, turn the knob.










4.
 


[Football]

 pass the ball back from the ground to another player to begin a down; snap.








III.
 
derivatives





centermost

 
/-ˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
centre

 , from Old French, or from Latin 
centrum

 , from Greek 
kentron

 ‘sharp point, stationary point of a pair of compasses,’ related to 
kentein

 ‘to prick.’ / 
usage:

 The construction 
center around

 (as opposed to center on, or revolve around) has been denounced as incorrect and illogical since it first appeared in the mid 19th century. Although the phrase is common, it defies geometry by confusing the orbit with the fixed point: the earth revolves around (or its revolution centers on) the sun. A careful writer will use a precise expression, such as centers on, revolves around, concerns, or involves.






center back






noun






[Sports]

 a player in the middle of the back line in some sports, such as volleyball.













center bit

 
/ˈsen(t)ər bit/






noun




a tool for boring cylindrical holes.














centerboard

 
/ˈsen(t)ərˌbôrd/






noun




a pivoted board that can be lowered through the keel of a sailboat to reduce sideways movement.

Compare with daggerboard
 .













centered

 
/ˈsen(t)ərd /

 


‹Brit.›

 centred





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
placed or situated in the center.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having the specified subject as the focal element




•
 
a computer-centered industry.










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a person) well balanced and confident or serene.




4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a center or filling of a specified type




•
 
a soft-centered chocolate.














II.
 
derivatives





centeredness






noun






















center field

 
centerfield





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 the central part of the outfield, behind second base




•
 
a single to center field.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 the position of an outfielder in center field




•
 
Amaro played some center field when Dykstra went on the disabled list.














II.
 
derivatives





center fielder






noun





















centerfire

 
/ˈsen(t)ərˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a gun cartridge) having the primer in the center of the base.




2.
 
(of a gun) using centerfire cartridges.








II.
 
noun




a gun using a centerfire cartridge.













centerfold

 
/ˈsen(t)ərˌfōld/






noun



1.
 
the two middle pages of a magazine, typically taken up by a single illustration or feature.




2.
 
an illustration on the two middle pages of a magazine, typically a picture of a naked or scantily clad model.













center forward

 
/ˈsen(t)ər ˈˌfôrwərd/






noun






[Sports]

 an attacker who plays in the middle of the field.













center halfback






noun






[Sports]

 another term for center back
 .













centering

 
/ˈsen(t)əriNG/






noun






[Architecture]

 framing used to support an arch or dome while it is under construction.













centerline

 
/ˈsen(t)ərˌlīn /

 
center line






noun



1.
 
a real or imaginary line through the center of something, especially one following an axis of symmetry.




2.
 
a painted line running down the middle of a road, dividing traffic traveling in opposite directions.














center of attention






noun




a person or thing that draws general attention.













center of attraction






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the point to which bodies tend by gravity.




2.
 
another term for center of attention
 .













center of buoyancy






noun






[Physics]

 the centroid of the immersed part of a ship or other floating body.













center of curvature






noun






[Mathematics]

 the center of a circle that passes through a curve at a given point and has the same tangent and curvature at that point.













center of gravity

 
/ˈsen(t)ər əv ə ˈɡravədē/






noun




a point from which the weight of a body or system may be considered to act. In uniform gravity it is the same as the center of mass.













center of mass






noun




a point representing the mean position of the matter in a body or system.













centerpiece

 
/ˈsen(t)ərˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a decorative piece or display placed in the middle of a dining or serving table.




2.
 
an item or issue intended to be a focus of attention




•
 
the tower is the centerpiece of the park.



















center punch






noun




a tool with a conical point for making an indentation in an object, to allow a drill to make a hole at the same spot without slipping.













center spread

 
/ˈsen(t)ər ˌspred/






noun




the two facing middle pages of a newspaper or magazine.













center stage

 
/ˈˌsen(t)ər ˈˌstāj/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the center of a stage.




2.
 
the most prominent position




•
 
oil remains at center stage, with demands for expanded drilling.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
at or toward the middle of a stage




•
 
at the play's opening she stands center stage.










2.
 
in or toward a prominent position




•
 
Asian countries have moved center stage for world business.



















center-weighted metering






noun






[Photography]

 a mode of automatic light metering in a camera that compensates for differences in the brightness of the central and peripheral portions of the image.













centesimal

 
/senˈtesəməl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to division into hundredths.








II.
 
derivatives





centesimally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
centesimus

 ‘hundredth,’ from 
centum

 ‘a hundred.’





centesimo

 
/senˈtesəˌmō, CHenˈtez-/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Italy until the introduction of the euro, worth one hundredth of a lira (used only in calculations).











– origin

 Italian.





centésimo

 
/senˈtesəˌmō/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Uruguay and Panama, equal to one hundredth of a peso in Uruguay and one hundredth of a balboa in Panama.











– origin

 Spanish.





centi-

 
/ˈsenti-/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
used commonly in units of measurement.




2.
 
one hundredth




•
 
centiliter.










3.
 
hundred




•
 
centigrade




•
 
centipede.

















– origin

 from Latin 
centum

 ‘hundred.’





centigrade

 
/ˈsen(t)əˌɡrād/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 when used with a numeral]


1.
 
another term for Celsius
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
centum

 ‘a hundred’ + 
gradus

 ‘step.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Celsius
 .





centigram

 
/ˈsen(t)əˌɡram /

 
cg






noun




a metric unit of mass, equal to one hundredth of a gram.













centiliter

 
/ˈsen(t)əˌlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 centilitre
 , cl






noun




a metric unit of capacity, equal to one hundredth of a liter.













centime

 
/ˈsänˌtēm ˈsenˌtēm/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Switzerland and certain other countries (including France, Belgium, and Luxembourg until the introduction of the euro), equal to one hundredth of a franc or other decimal currency unit.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
centesimus

 ‘hundredth,’ from 
centum

 ‘a hundred.’





centimeter

 
/ˈsen(t)əˌmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 centimetre
 , cm






noun




a metric unit of length, equal to one hundredth of a meter.













centimeter-gram-second system






noun




a system of measurement using the centimeter, the gram, and the second as basic units of length, mass, and time.













centimo

 
/ˈsen(t)əmō/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Spain (until the introduction of the euro) and a number of Latin American countries, equal to one hundredth of the basic unit.











– origin

 Spanish.





centipede

 
/ˈsen(t)əˌpēd/





I.
 
noun




a predatory myriapod invertebrate with a flattened elongated body composed of many segments. Most segments bear a single pair of legs.

[Class 
Chilopoda

 : several orders.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
centipède

 or Latin 
centipeda

 , from 
centum

 ‘a hundred’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





cento

 
/ˈsen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a literary work made up of quotations from other works.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, ‘patchwork garment,’ the original sense in English.





centra

 
/ˈsentrə/






a plural form of centrum
 .










central

 
/ˈsentrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, at, or forming the center




•
 
the station has a central courtyard.










2.
 
accessible from a variety of places




•
 
coaches met at a central location.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) articulated in the center of the mouth.




4.
 
of the greatest importance; principal or essential




•
 
his preoccupation with American history is 
central to

 his work




•
 
the rising crime rate remained the central campaign issue.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a group or organization) having controlling power over a country or another organization




•
 
central government




•
 
the central office.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a place with a high concentration of a specified type of person or thing




•
 
you're in workaholic central here.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
centralis

 , from 
centrum

 (see center
 ).






Central African Republic

 
/ˌsentrəl ˌafrəkən rēˈpəblik/





I.
 
a country in central Africa; pop. 4,511,500 (est. 2009); capital, Bangui; languages, French (official) and Sango.

Former name (until 1958) Ubanghi Shari
 .





Formerly a French colony, it became a republic within the French Community in 1958 and a fully independent state in 1960. Some stability was achieved when a civilian government was elected in 1993.





Central America

 
/ˌsentrəl əˈmerəkə/





I.
 
the southernmost part of North America that links the continent to South America and consists of the countries of Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama.




II.
 
derivatives





Central American






adjective, noun






















central bank

 
/ˈsentrəl baNGk/






noun




a national bank that provides financial and banking services for its country's government and commercial banking system, as well as implementing the government's monetary policy and issuing currency.













central casting





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an agency or department that supplies actors for minor, usually stereotypical or generic film roles




•
 


‹figurative›

 Lynch is a mild, methodical guy, a bureaucrat 
from central casting

 .




•
 


‹figurative›

 a couple of hammy doctors 
straight from central casting

 .

















– origin

 1920s: from the name of the organization 
Central Casting Corporation

 .





central city






noun




a heavily populated city at the center of a large metropolitan area.













Central Command

 
Centcom






a military strike force consisting of units from the US Army, Air Force, and Navy, established in 1979 (as the Rapid Deployment Force) to operate in the Middle East and North Africa.









central heating

 
/ˈˌsentrəl ˈhēdiNG/






noun




a system for warming a building by heating water or air in one place and circulating it through pipes and radiators or vents.













Central Intelligence Agency

 
CIA






a US federal agency responsible for coordinating government intelligence activities.









centralism

 
/ˈsentrəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




a system that centralizes, especially an administration.








II.
 
derivatives





centralist

 
/ˈsentrələst /






noun, adjective





















centrality

 
/senˈtralədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or fact of being in the middle of somewhere or something.




2.
 
the state of being accessible from a variety of places




•
 
he believes that the location's centrality can only be an added advantage for guests.










3.
 
the quality of being essential or of the greatest importance




•
 
the centrality of religion in their lives




•
 
the centrality and sovereignty of the state.



















centralization

 
/sentrələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the concentration of control of an activity or organization under a single authority




•
 
the centralization of all financial power in the hands of its leaders




•
 
increasing centralization of control over logistical planning.










2.
 
the action or process of bringing activities together in one place




•
 
greater centralization of food production.



















centralize

 
/ˈsentrəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
centralized

 )


1.
 
concentrate (control of an activity or organization) under a single authority




•
 
a vast superstructure of centralized control.










2.
 
bring (activities) together in one place




•
 
the ultimate goal is to centralize boxing under one umbrella.



















central locking

 
/ˈsentrəl läkiNG/






noun




a locking system in a motor vehicle that enables the locks of all doors to be operated simultaneously by a single person.













centrally

 
/ˈsentrəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in or toward the middle of something




•
 
rounded petals blossom from a centrally placed flower.










2.
 
in a way that is accessible from a variety of places




•
 
the charming and centrally located village.










3.
 
with the greatest importance or significance; essentially




•
 
a clear recognition of how centrally important the ports are to sustaining economic growth.










4.
 
from or by a central organization or system




•
 
key business strategies are organized centrally.




















central nervous system






noun






[Anatomy]

 the complex of nerve tissues that controls the activities of the body. In vertebrates it comprises the brain and spinal cord.













Central Park






a large public park in the center of Manhattan in New York City.









Central Powers





I.
 
the alliance of Germany, Austria–Hungary, Turkey, and Bulgaria during World War I.




II.
 
the alliance of Germany, Austria–Hungary, and Italy between 1882 and 1914.










central processing unit

 
/ˈsentrəl prəˈsesiNG ˈyo͞onət /

 
central processor
 , CPU






noun






[Computing]

 the part of a computer in which operations are controlled and executed.














Central time






the standard time in a zone that includes the central states of the US and parts of central Canada, specifically.

[● standard time based on the mean solar time at longitude 90° W, six hours behind GMT. ● Central time during daylight saving, five hours behind GMT.]









Central Valley






a lowland in central California that is drained in the north by the Sacramento River and also is called the Sacramento Valley. In the south, it is called the San Joaquin Valley.









centrex

 
/ˈsentreks /

 


‹trademark›

 Centrex





I.
 
noun




a telephone service in which a group of phone lines can be joined by part of the local exchange acting as a private exchange.











– origin

 1990s: blend of central
 and exchange
 .






centric

 
/ˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in or at the center; central




•
 
centric and peripheral forces.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a diatom) radially symmetrical.

Compare with pennate
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
centrical

 
/-trikəl /






adjective













2.
 
centricity

 
/ˌsenˈtrisədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
kentrikos

 , from 
kentron

 ‘sharp point’ (see center
 ).






-centric





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
having a specified center




•
 
geocentric.










2.
 
forming an opinion or evaluation originating from a specified viewpoint




•
 
Eurocentric




•
 
ethnocentric.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kentrikos

 , on the pattern of words such as 
(con)centric

 .





-centricity






combining form




in nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-centric

 (such as 
ethnocentricity

 corresponding to 
ethnocentric

 ).














centrifugal

 
/senˈtrif(y)əɡəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 moving or tending to move away from a center.

The opposite of centripetal
 .








II.
 
derivatives





centrifugally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
centrifugus

 , from Latin 
centrum

 (see center
 ) + 
-fugus

 ‘fleeing’ (from 
fugere

 ‘flee’).





centrifugal force






noun






[Physics]

 an apparent force that acts outward on a body moving around a center, arising from the body's inertia.













centrifugal pump






noun




a pump that uses an impeller to move water or other fluids.













centrifuge

 
/ˈsentrəˌfyo͞oj/





I.
 
noun




a machine with a rapidly rotating container that applies centrifugal force to its contents, typically to separate fluids of different densities (e.g., cream from milk) or liquids from solids.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be centrifuged

 )


1.
 
subject to the action of a centrifuge.




2.
 
separate by centrifuge




•
 
the black liquid is centrifuged into oil and water.














III.
 
derivatives





centrifugation

 
/ˌsentrəˌfyo͝oˈɡāSHən, senˌtrif(y)ə- /






noun





















centriole

 
/ˈsentrēˌōl/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a minute cylindrical organelle near the nucleus in animal cells, occurring in pairs and involved in the development of spindle fibers in cell division.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
centriolum

 , diminutive of 
centrum

 (see center
 ).






centripetal

 
/senˈtripədl/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 moving or tending to move toward a center.

The opposite of centrifugal
 .








II.
 
derivatives





centripetally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
centripetus

 , from Latin 
centrum

 (see center
 ) + 
-petus

 ‘seeking’ (from 
petere

 ‘seek’).





centripetal force






noun






[Physics]

 a force that acts on a body moving in a circular path and is directed toward the center around which the body is moving.













centrist

 
/ˈsentrəst/





I.
 
adjective




having moderate political views or policies.








II.
 
noun




a person who holds moderate political views.








III.
 
derivatives





centrism

 
/ˈsentˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
centriste

 , from Latin 
centrum

 (see center
 ).





centroid

 
/ˈsentroid/






noun






[Mathematics]

 the center of mass of a geometric object of uniform density.














centromere

 
/ˈsentrəˌmir/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the point on a chromosome by which it is attached to a spindle fiber during cell division.








II.
 
derivatives





centromeric

 
/ˌsentrəˈmi(ə)rik, -ˈmerik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
centrum

 (see center
 ) + Greek 
meros

 ‘part.’





centrosome

 
/ˈsentrəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organelle near the nucleus of a cell that contains the centrioles (in animal cells) and from which the spindle fibers develop in cell division.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
centrum

 (see center
 ) + Greek 
sōma

 ‘body.’





centrosphere

 
/ˈsentrəˌsfir/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a region of clear, differentiated cytoplasm from which the asters extend during cell division and containing the centriole(s) if present.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the central or inner part of the earth.














centrum

 
/ˈsentrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the solid central part of a vertebra, to which the arches and processes are attached.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin.





centuple

 
/senˈt(y)o͞opəl ˈsenˌt(y)o͞opəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
multiply by a hundred or by a large amount




•
 
they were centupling the national debt.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
centuplus

 , alteration of Latin 
centuplex

 , from 
centum

 ‘hundred.’





centurion

 
/senˈt(y)o͝orēən/





I.
 
noun




the commander of a century in the ancient Roman army.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
centurion-

 , from 
centuria

 (see century
 ).






century

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of one hundred years




•
 
a century ago most people walked to work.










2.
 
a period of one hundred years reckoned from the traditional date of the birth of Jesus Christ




•
 
the fifteenth century




•
 (
-century

 )
 
a twentieth-century lifestyle.










3.
 
a company in the ancient Roman army, originally of one hundred men.




4.
 
an ancient Roman political division for voting.




5.
 
a bicycle race of one hundred miles


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the nation's largest single-day century ride.










6.
 
a score of one hundred in a sporting event, such as a cricket match.








II.
 
derivatives





centurial

 
/senˈt(y)o͝orēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
centuria

 , from 
centum

 ‘hundred.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 17th cent. / 
usage:

 
1

 In contemporary use, a 
century

 is popularly calculated as beginning in a year that ends with ‘00,’ whereas the traditional system designates the ‘00’ year as the final year of a century. This discrepancy was particularly apparent on January 1, 2000, which was commercially celebrated worldwide as the first day of the 21st century, even though January 1, 2001, was regarded as the more proper date for this milestone. 
2

 Since the 1st century ran from the year 1 to the year 100, the ordinal number (i.e., second, third, fourth, etc.) used to denote the century will always be one digit higher than the corresponding cardinal digit(s). Thus, 1492 is a date in the 15th century, 1776 is in the 18th century, and so on.






century plant






noun




a stemless agave with long spiny leaves, which produces a tall flowering stem after many years of growth and then dies.

Also called American aloe
 . [
Agave americana

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]













CEO

 
/ˌsēˌēˈō/






noun




a chief executive officer, the highest-ranking person in a company or other institution, ultimately responsible for making managerial decisions.














cep

 
/sep /

 
cèpe





I.
 
noun




an edible European and North American mushroom with a smooth brown cap, a stout white stalk, and pores rather than gills, growing in dry woodland and much sought after as a delicacy.

Also called king bolete
 , porcini
 . [
Boletus edulis

 , family 
Boletaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
cèpe

 , from Gascon 
cep

 ‘tree trunk, mushroom,’ from Latin 
cippus

 ‘stake.’





cèpe

 
/sep/






noun




another term for cep
 .













cephalic

 
/səˈfalik/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 of, in, or relating to the head.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cephalique

 , from Latin 
cephalicus

 , from Greek 
kephalikos

 , from 
kephalē

 ‘head.’






-cephalic






combining form




equivalent to -cephalous
 .














cephalic index






noun






[Anthropology]

 a number expressing the ratio of the maximum breadth of a skull to its maximum length.













cephalin

 
/ˈsefələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of phospholipids present in cell membranes, especially in the brain.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kephalē

 ‘brain’ + -in
 1
 .





cephalization

 
/ˌsefələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Zoology]

 the concentration of sense organs, nervous control, etc., at the anterior end of the body, forming a head and brain, both during evolution and in the course of an embryo's development.














cephalo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the head or skull




•
 
cephalometry.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kephalē

 ‘head.’





Cephalochordata

 
/ˌsefəlōˌkôrˈdätə, -ˈdātə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small group of marine invertebrates comprising the lancelets.

[Subphylum 
Cephalochordata

 , phylum 
Chordata

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





cephalochordate

 
/-ˈkôrˌdāt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from cephalo-
 ‘head’ + Latin 
khorda

 ‘cord.’





cephalometer

 
/sefəˈlämədər/






noun




a device for measuring the human head.













cephalometry

 
/ˌsefəˈlämətrē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 measurement and study of the proportions of the head and face, especially during development and growth.








II.
 
derivatives





cephalometric

 
/-lōˈmetrik /






adjective





















cephalon

 
/ˈsefəˌlän, -lən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in some arthropods, especially trilobites) the region of the head, composed of fused segments.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kephalē

 ‘head.’





cephalopod

 
/ˈsefələˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 an active predatory mollusk of the large class 
Cephalopoda

 , such as an octopus or squid.













Cephalopoda

 
/ˌsefəˈläpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of active predatory mollusks comprising octopuses, squids, and cuttlefish. They have a distinct head with large eyes and a ring of tentacles around a beaked mouth and are able to release a cloud of inky fluid to confuse predators.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kephalē

 ‘head’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





cephalosporin

 
/ˌsefəlōˈspôrən/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of semisynthetic broad-spectrum antibiotics resembling penicillin.











– origin

 1950s: from modern Latin 
Cephalosporium

 (genus providing molds for this) + -in
 1
 .






cephalothorax

 
/ˌsefələˈTHôraks/






noun






[Zoology]

 the fused head and thorax of spiders and other chelicerate arthropods.














-cephalous





I.
 
combining form




-headed (used commonly in medical, zoological, and botanical terms)




•
 
macrocephalous.

















– origin

 based on Greek 
kephalē

 ‘head’ + -ous
 .





cepheid

 
/ˈsēfēəd, ˈsef- /

 
cepheid variable





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a variable star having a regular cycle of brightness with a frequency related to its luminosity, so allowing estimation of its distance from the earth.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of the variable star 
Delta Cephei

 , which typifies this class of stars.





Cepheus

 
/ˈsēfēəs, ˈsēˌfyo͞os /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a constellation near the north celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Cephei

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Cephei.













– origin

 from the name of a king of Ethiopia, the husband of Cassiopeia.





’cept

 
/sep(t)/






preposition, conjunction, verb




nonstandard contraction of except
 used in representing speech:




•
 
everyone else had visitors—’cept for Captain.




















ceramic

 
/səˈramik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of clay and hardened by heat




•
 
a ceramic bowl.










2.
 
of or relating to the manufacture of ceramic articles.








II.
 
noun

 — (
ceramics

 )


1.
 
pots and other articles made from clay hardened by heat




•
 
handmade pottery and imaginative ceramics for the table.










2.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the art of making ceramic articles




•
 
sculpting, drawing, ceramics, and fiber art.










3.
 
(
ceramic

 )
 — the material from which ceramic articles are made




•
 
tableware in ceramic.










4.
 
(
ceramic

 )
 — any nonmetallic solid that remains hard when heated.








III.
 
derivatives





ceramicist

 
/səˈraməsəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
keramikos

 , from 
keramos

 ‘pottery.’





ceramic tile






noun




a tile made from clay that has been permanently hardened by heat, often having a decorative glaze




•
 
the walls of the mosque are covered with blue ceramic tiles.



















Ceram Sea

 
/ˌsāräm ˈsē /

 
Seram Sea






the part of the western Pacific Ocean that is at the center of the Molucca Islands in Indonesia.









cerastes

 
/səˈrasˌtēz/





I.
 
noun




a North African viper that has a spike over each eye.

[Genus 
Cerastes

 , family 
Viperidae

 : two species, in particular the horned viper.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
kerastēs

 ‘horned,’ from 
keras

 ‘horn.’





cerated

 
/ˈsirˌādəd/






adjective



1.
 
covered with wax or resin.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 having a cere.














ceratite

 
/ˈserəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




an ammonoid fossil of an intermediate type found chiefly in the Permian and Triassic periods, typically with partly frilled and partly lobed suture lines.

Compare with ammonite
 and goniatite
 . [Typified by the genus 
Ceratites

 , order 
Ceratida

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ceratites

 (from Greek 
keras

 , 
kerat-

 ‘horn’) + -ite
 1
 .





ceratopsian

 
/ˌserəˈtäpsēən/





I.
 
noun






[Paleontology]

 a gregarious quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur of a group found in the Cretaceous period, including triceratops. It had a large beaked and horned head and a bony frill protecting the neck.

[Infraorder 
Ceratopsia

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ceratopsia

 (plural) (from Greek 
keras

 , 
kerat-

 ‘horn’ + 
ops

 ‘face’) + -an
 .





Cerberus

 
/ˈsərbərəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a monstrous watchdog with three (or in some accounts fifty) heads that guarded the entrance to Hades.









cercaria

 
/ˌsərˈkerēə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a free-swimming larval stage in which a parasitic fluke passes from an intermediate host (typically a snail) to another intermediate host or to the final vertebrate host.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, formed irregularly from Greek 
kerkos

 ‘tail.’





cerclage

 
/sərˈkläZH/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the use of a ring or loop to bind together the ends of an obliquely fractured bone or to encircle the opening of a malfunctioning cervix.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘encirclement.’






cercopithecine

 
/ˌsərkōˈpiTHəˌsīn, -ˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an Old World monkey of a group that includes the macaques, mangabeys, baboons, and guenons.

[Subfamily 
Cercopithecinae

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Cercopithecinae

 (plural), based on Greek 
kerkopithēkos

 ‘long-tailed monkey,’ from 
kerkos

 ‘tail’ + 
pithēkos

 ‘ape.’





cercopithecoid

 
/ˌsərkəˈpiTHəkoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a primate of a group that comprises the Old World monkeys.

[Superfamily 
Cercopithecoidea

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to cercopithecoid monkeys.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cercopithecoidea

 , based on Greek 
kerkopithēkos

 (see cercopithecine
 ).





cercus

 
/ˈsərkəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a small appendage at the end of the abdomen of some insects and other arthropods, occurring in pairs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
kerkos

 ‘tail.’





cere

 
/sir/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a waxy, fleshy covering at the base of the upper beak in some birds.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
cera

 ‘wax.’





cereal

 
/ˈsirēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grain used for food, such as wheat, oats, or corn.




2.
 
(usu. 
cereals

 )
 — a grass producing a cereal grain, grown as an agricultural crop


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
low yields for cereal crops.










3.
 
a breakfast food made from roasted grain, typically eaten with milk




•
 
a bowl of cereal




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cereal box.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
cerealis

 , from 
Ceres

 , the name of the Roman goddess of agriculture.





cereal bar






noun




a prepackaged food item similar in shape to a candy bar, made of breakfast cereal and, typically, fruit.













cerebellum

 
/ˌserəˈbeləm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the brain at the back of the skull in vertebrates. Its function is to coordinate and regulate muscular activity.








II.
 
derivatives





cerebellar

 
/ˌserəˈbelər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of cerebrum
 .





cerebral

 
/səˈrēbrəl ˈserəbrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the cerebrum of the brain




•
 
a cerebral hemorrhage




•
 
the cerebral cortex.










2.
 
intellectual rather than emotional or physical




•
 
photography is a cerebral process.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 another term for retroflex
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cerebrally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
cerebrum

 ‘brain’ + -al
 .





cerebral aqueduct






noun






[Anatomy]

 a fluid-filled canal that runs through the midbrain connecting the third and fourth ventricles.













cerebral dominance






noun




the normal tendency for one side of the brain to control particular functions, such as handedness and speech.













cerebral edema






noun






[Medicine]

 a swelling in the brain caused by the presence of excessive fluid.













cerebral palsy

 
/ˌserəbrəl ˈpôlzē/






noun




a condition marked by impaired muscle coordination (spastic paralysis) and/or other disabilities, typically caused by damage to the brain before or at birth.

See also spastic
 .













cerebration

 
/ˌserəˈbrāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 
‹formal›

 the working of the brain; thinking.








II.
 
derivatives





cerebrate

 
/ˈserəˌbrāt /






verb





















cerebro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the brain




•
 
cerebrospinal.

















– origin

 from Latin 
cerebrum

 ‘brain.’





cerebroside

 
/səˈrēbrəˌsīd, ˈserəbrə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of complex lipids present in the sheaths of nerve fibers.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
cerebrum

 ‘brain’ + -ose
 2
 + -ide
 .





cerebrospinal

 
/səˌrēbrōˈspīnl ˌserəbrōˈspīnl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the brain and spine.













cerebrospinal fluid






noun






[Anatomy]

 clear watery fluid that fills the space between the arachnoid membrane and the pia mater.













cerebrovascular

 
/səˌrēbrōˈvaskyələr, ˌserəbrō-/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the brain and its blood vessels.














cerebrum

 
/səˈrēbrəm ˈserəbrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the principal and most anterior part of the brain in vertebrates, located in the front area of the skull and consisting of two hemispheres, left and right, separated by a fissure. It is responsible for the integration of complex sensory and neural functions and the initiation and coordination of voluntary activity in the body.

See also telencephalon
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘brain.’






cerecloth

 
/ˈsirklôTH/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 waxed cloth typically used for wrapping a corpse.











– origin

 late Middle English: from earlier 
cered cloth

 , from 
cere

 ‘to wax,’ from Latin 
cerare

 , from 
cera

 ‘wax.’





cerement

 
/ˈserəmənt, ˈsi(ə)rmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
cerements

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 waxed cloth for wrapping a corpse.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (first used by Shakespeare in 
Hamlet

 , 1602): from 
cere

 (see cerecloth
 ).





ceremonial

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or used for formal events of a religious or public nature




•
 
ceremonial robes




•
 
the solemn, ceremonial air of a procession of monks




•
 
presented at 
ceremonial occasions

 .










2.
 
(of a position or role) involving only nominal authority or power




•
 
originally a ceremonial post, it is now a position with executive power.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the system of rules and procedures to be observed at a formal or religious occasion




•
 
the procedure was conducted with all due ceremonial.










2.
 
a rite or ceremony




•
 
a ceremonial called the ghost dance.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ceremonialism

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
ceremonialist

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēələst /






noun













3.
 
ceremonially

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
caerimonialis

 , from 
caerimonia

 ‘religious worship’ (see ceremony
 ).





ceremonious

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating or appropriate to grand and formal occasions




•
 
a Great Hall where ceremonious and public appearances were made.










2.
 
excessively polite; punctilious




•
 
he accepted the gifts with ceremonious dignity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ceremoniously

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ceremoniousness

 
/ˌserəˈmōnēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
cérémonieux

 or late Latin 
caerimoniosus

 , from 
caerimonia

 (see ceremony
 ).






ceremony

 
/ˈserəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal religious or public occasion, typically one celebrating a particular event or anniversary




•
 
the winners were presented with their prizes at a special ceremony




•
 
a public ceremony.










2.
 
an act or series of acts performed according to a traditional or prescribed form.




•
 
we found a rabbi to perform the ceremony for us.










3.
 
the ritual observances and procedures performed at grand and formal occasions




•
 
the new Queen was proclaimed with due ceremony.










4.
 
formal polite behavior




•
 
he showed them to their table with great ceremony.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
stand on ceremony






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — insist on the observance of formalities




•
 
we don't stand on ceremony in this house.















2.
 
without ceremony






without preamble or politeness




•
 
he was pushed without ceremony into the bathroom.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ceremonie

 or Latin 
caerimonia

 ‘religious worship,’ (plural) ‘ritual observances.’





Cerenkov

 
/CHəˈreNGˌkôv, CHəˈreNGˌkôf/






see Cherenkov, Pavel
 .










Cerenkov radiation

 
Cherenkov radiation






noun






[Physics]

 electromagnetic radiation emitted by particles moving through a medium at speeds greater than that of light in the same medium.













cereology

 
/ˌsirēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study or investigation of crop circles.








II.
 
derivatives





cereologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 1990s: from Ceres
 + -logy
 .






cereopsis goose

 
/ˌsirēˈäpsəs ɡo͞os/





I.
 
noun




another term for Cape Barren goose
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cereopsis

 (genus name), from Greek 
kerinos

 ‘waxen’ + 
opsis

 ‘face’ (because of its cere).






Ceres

 
/ˈsirēz/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the goddess of grain and agriculture.

Greek equivalent Demeter
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the first asteroid to be discovered, found by G. Piazzi of Palermo in 1801. It is also the largest, with a diameter of 567 miles (913 km).









ceresin

 
/ˈserəsən/





I.
 
noun




a hard whitish paraffin wax used with or instead of beeswax.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
ceres

 (from Latin 
cera

 ‘wax’) + -in
 1
 .





cereus

 
/ˈsirēəs/






noun




one of numerous neotropical cacti now or formerly included in the genus 
Cereus

 .













ceric

 
/ˈsirik/






adjective




of cerium in its higher valency (4).













ceriman

 
/ˈserəmən/






noun




another name for Swiss cheese plant
 .













cerise

 
/səˈrēs səˈrēz/





I.
 
noun




a bright or deep red color




•
 
a shade of vivid cerise.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a bright cerise suit.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘cherry.’





cerium

 
/ˈsirēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ce

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 58, a silvery white metal. It is the most abundant of the lanthanide elements and is the main component of the alloy misch metal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the asteroid Ceres
 , discovered shortly before.





cermet

 
/ˈsərmet/





I.
 
noun




any of a class of heat-resistant materials made of ceramic and sintered metal.











– origin

 1950s: blend of ceramic
 and metal
 .





CERN

 
/sərn/





I.
 
abbreviation




European Organization for Nuclear Research.











– origin

 initial letters of French 
Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire

 , its former title.





cero

 
/ˈsirō/





I.
 
noun




a large fish of the mackerel family, serving as an important food fish in the tropical western Atlantic.

[
Scomberomorus regalis

 , family 
Scombridae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
sierra

 ‘saw or sawfish.’





cero-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to wax




•
 
ceroplastic.

















– origin

 from Latin 
cera

 or Greek 
kēros

 ‘wax.’





ceroc

 
/səˈräk/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a type of modern social dance having elements of rock and roll, jive, and salsa.











– origin

 1990s: invented word, apparently coined in English from French 
ce

 ‘this’ + 
roc

 ‘rock.’





ceroplastic

 
/ˌsirōˈplastik ˌserōˈplastik/






adjective




of or relating to modeling in wax.













cerous

 
/ˈsirəs/






adjective




of cerium in its lower valency (3).













Cerritos

 
/səˈrēdəs/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 51,326 (est. 2008).









Cerro Gordo

 
/ˌserə ˈɡôrdō/






a mountain pass in eastern Mexico, between Veracruz and Jalapa, scene of an 1847 victory by US forces in the Mexican War.









cert.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
certificate.




2.
 
certified.














certain

 
/ˈsərtn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
known for sure; established beyond doubt




•
 
it's certain that more changes are in the offing




•
 
she looks certain to win an Oscar.










2.
 
having complete conviction about something; confident




•
 
are you absolutely 
certain about

 this?




•
 
true and certain knowledge of the essence of existence.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — specific but not explicitly named or stated




•
 
he raised certain personal problems with me




•
 
the exercise was causing him a certain amount of pain.










4.
 
used when mentioning the name of someone not known to the reader or hearer




•
 
a certain General Percy captured the town.














II.
 
pronoun

 — (
certain of

 )


1.
 
some but not all




•
 
certain of his works have been edited.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for certain






without any doubt




•
 
I don't know for certain.















2.
 
make certain





a.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — take action to ensure that something happens or is the case




•
 
I made certain that our paths would never cross again.










b.
 
establish whether something is definitely correct or true




•
 
he probably knew her, but it didn't do any harm to make certain.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
certus

 ‘settled, sure.’





certainly

 
/ˈsərtnlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
undoubtedly; definitely; surely




•
 
the prestigious address certainly adds to the firm's appeal




•
 
it certainly isn't worth risking your life.










2.
 
(in answer to a question or command) yes; by all means




•
 
“A good idea,” she agreed. “Certainly!”



















certainty

 
/ˈsərtntē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
firm conviction that something is the case




•
 
she knew 
with

 absolute 
certainty

 that they were dead.










2.
 
the quality of being reliably true




•
 
there is a bewildering lack of certainty and clarity in the law.










3.
 
a fact that is definitely true or an event that is definitely going to take place




•
 
an immediate transfer would be a certainty.










4.
 
a person or thing that may be relied on




•
 
he was expected to be a certainty for a gold medal.














II.
 
phrases





for a certainty






beyond the possibility of doubt.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
certainete

 , from 
certain

 (see certain
 ).





certes

 
/ˈsərdēz/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 assuredly; I assure you.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
certus

 ‘settled, sure.’





certifiable

 
/ˈsərdəˌfīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able or needing to be certified




•
 
encephalitis was a certifiable condition




•
 
little hope for certifiable progress.










2.
 
officially recognized as needing treatment for a mental disorder.




3.
 


‹informal›

 mad; crazy




•
 
the world of fashion is almost entirely insane, the people who work in it mainly certifiable.














II.
 
derivatives





certifiably

 
/ˌsərdəˈfīəblē /






adverb





















certificate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/sərˈtifəkət /



1.
 
an official document attesting a certain fact, in particular




2.
 
a document recording a person's birth, marriage, or death.




3.
 
a document attesting a level of achievement in a course of study or training




•
 
graduate certificate in information technology.










4.
 
a document attesting ownership of a certain item




•
 
a stock certificate.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌsərˈtifəkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 provide with or attest in an official document.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘certification, attestation’): from French 
certificat

 or medieval Latin 
certificatum

 , from 
certificare

 (see certify
 ).





certificate of deposit

 
CD






noun




a certificate issued by a bank to a person depositing money for a specified length of time.













certification

 
/ˌsərdifiˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the action or process of providing someone or something with an official document attesting to a status or level of achievement




•
 
a fundamental requirement for organic certification




•
 
the certification of teachers.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an official document attesting to a status or level of achievement




•
 
graduates who want to gain industry-recognized certifications.



















certified check






noun




a check that is guaranteed by a bank.














certified mail






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a postal service in which the sending and receipt of a letter or package are recorded.













certified milk






noun






‹historical›

 milk guaranteed free from the tubercle bacillus.













certified public accountant

 
/ˈsərdəˌfīd ˈpəblik əˈkoun(t)ənt /

 
CPA






noun






(US)

 a member of an officially accredited professional body of accountants.














certify

 
/ˈsərdəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attest or confirm in a formal statement




•
 
the profits for the year had been certified by the auditors




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the medical witness certified that death was due to cerebral hemorrhage.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
certified

 )
 — officially recognize (someone or something) as possessing certain qualifications or meeting certain standards




•
 
a certified scuba instructor




•
 


board certified

 in obstetrics and gynecology.










3.
 
officially declare insane.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
certifier

 , from late Latin 
certificare

 , from Latin 
certus

 ‘certain.’





certiorari

 
/ˌserSH(ē)əˈrärē ˌserSH(ē)əˈrerī/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a writ or order by which a higher court reviews a decision of a lower court




•
 
an order of certiorari.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Law Latin, ‘to be informed,’ a phrase originally occurring at the start of the writ, from 
certiorare

 ‘inform,’ from 
certior

 , comparative of 
certus

 ‘certain.’






certitude

 
/ˈsərdəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
absolute certainty or conviction that something is the case




•
 
the question may never be answered with certitude.










2.
 
something that someone firmly believes is true




•
 
his certitude that “we're number one.”

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
certitudo

 , from 
certus

 ‘certain.’





cerulean

 
/səˈro͞olēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 deep blue in color like a clear sky




•
 
cerulean waters and golden sands.














II.
 
noun




a deep sky-blue color.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
caeruleus

 ‘sky blue,’ from 
caelum

 ‘sky.’






cerumen

 
/səˈro͞omən/





I.
 
noun




technical term for earwax
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
cera

 ‘wax.’





ceruse

 
/səˈro͞os ˈsi(ə)ˌro͞os/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for white lead
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
cerussa

 , perhaps from Greek 
kēros

 ‘wax.’





Cervantes, Miguel de

 
/sərˈvantēz, serˈväntās/






(1547–1616), Spanish novelist and playwright; full name 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra

 . His most well-known work is 
Don Quixote

 (1605–15), a satire on chivalric romances that greatly influenced the development of the novel.









cervical

 
/ˈsərvik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the narrow necklike passage forming the lower end of the uterus




•
 
cervical cancer.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the neck




•
 
the fifth cervical vertebra.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, or from modern Latin 
cervicalis

 , from Latin 
cervix

 , 
cervic-

 ‘neck.’





cervicitis

 
/ˌsərvəˈsīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the cervix.













cervid

 
/ˈsərvəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the deer family (
Cervidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cervidae

 (plural), from Latin 
cervus

 ‘deer.’





cervine

 
/ˈsərvīn/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to deer; deerlike.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cervinus

 , from 
cervus

 ‘deer.’





cervix

 
/ˈsərviks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the narrow necklike passage forming the lower end of the uterus.




2.
 


‹technical›

 the neck.




3.
 
a part of other bodily organs resembling a neck.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin.





cesarean

 
/səˈzerēən /

 
caesarean
 , 

‹chiefly Brit.›

 caesarian





I.
 
adjective




of or effected by cesarean section




•
 
a cesarean delivery.














II.
 
noun




a cesarean section




•
 
I had to have a cesarean




•
 
two sons both born by cesarean.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a supporter of an emperor or imperial system): from Latin 
Caesareus

 ‘of Caesar’ + -an
 .





cesarean section





I.
 
noun




a surgical operation for delivering a child by cutting through the wall of the mother's abdomen.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
cesarean

 from the story that Julius Caesar was delivered by this method.





cesium

 
/ˈsēzēəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 caesium





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cs

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 55, a soft, silvery, extremely reactive metal. It belongs to the alkali metal group and occurs as a trace element in some rocks and minerals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
caesius

 ‘grayish-blue’ (because it has characteristic lines in the blue part of the spectrum).






České Budějovice

 
/ˌCHeskā ˈbo͝odyəˌyōvitsə/






a city in the southern Czech Republic, on the Vltava River; pop. 94,925 (2007). It is noted for the production of lager.

German name Budweis
 .









cespitose

 
/ˈsespəˌtōs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 forming mats or growing in dense tufts or clumps.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
caespitosus

 , from 
caespes

 ‘turf’: see -ose
 1
 .






cess1


 
/ses /

 
sess





I.
 
noun




(in Scotland, Ireland, and India) a tax or levy.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the obligation placed on the Irish to supply the Lord Deputy's household and garrison with provisions at prices “assessed” by the government): shortened from the obsolete noun 
assess

 ‘assessment.’





cess2


 
/ses/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
bad cess to

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Irish)

 a curse on




•
 
bad cess to the day I joined that band!

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally Anglo-Irish): perhaps from cess
 1
 .





cessation

 
/seˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the fact or process of ending or being brought to an end




•
 
the cessation of hostilities




•
 
a cessation of animal testing of cosmetics.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cessatio(n-)

 , from 
cessare

 ‘cease.’





cesser

 
/ˈsesər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 termination or cessation, especially of a period of tenure or legal liability.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
cesser

 ‘cease,’ used as a noun.





cession

 
/ˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun




the formal giving up of rights, property, or territory, especially by a state




•
 
the cession of twenty important towns.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cession-

 , from 
cedere

 ‘cede.’





cesspit

 
/ˈsesˌpit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pit for the disposal of liquid waste and sewage.




2.
 
a disgusting or corrupt place or situation




•
 
the affair threatened to be a cesspit of scandal.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
cess

 (the supposed base of cesspool
 ) + pit
 1
 .






cesspool

 
/ˈsesˌpo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an underground container for the temporary storage of liquid waste and sewage.




2.
 
a disgusting or corrupt place




•
 
they should clean out their own political cesspool.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a trap under a drain to catch solids): probably an alteration, influenced by pool
 1
 , of archaic 
suspiral

 ‘vent, water pipe, settling tank,’ from Old French 
souspirail

 ‘air hole,’ based on Latin 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





cesta

 
/ˈsestə/





I.
 
noun




a wicker basket used in the game of jai alai to catch and throw the ball.











– origin

 Spanish.





c'est la vie

 
/ˌsā lä ˈvē/





I.
 
exclamation




that's life; such is life




•
 
if you get thwarted, c'est la vie.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: French.





Cestoda

 
/sesˈtōdə /

 

‹Zoology›


 
Cestoidea





I.
 
a class of parasitic flatworms that comprises the tapeworms.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
cestus

 , from Greek 
kestos

 , literally ‘stitched,’ used as a noun in the sense ‘girdle.’





cestode

 
/ˈsesˌtōd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a parasitic flatworm of the class 
Cestoda

 ; a tapeworm.














Cetacea

 
/siˈtāSH(ē)ə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of marine mammals that comprises the whales, dolphins, and porpoises. These have a streamlined hairless body, no hind limbs, a horizontal tail fin, and a blowhole on top of the head for breathing.

See also Mysticeti
 , Odontoceti
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
cetus

 , from Greek 
kētos

 ‘whale.’





cetacean

 
/səˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a marine mammal of the order 
Cetacea

 ; a whale, dolphin, or porpoise.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting cetaceans.













cetane

 
/ˈsētān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane series, used as a solvent.

[Alternative name: 
n

 -hexadecane; chem. formula: C16
 H34
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
cetus

 ‘whale,’ from Greek 
kētos

 (because related compounds were first derived from spermaceti) + -ane
 2
 .





cetane number






noun




a measure of the ignition properties of diesel fuel relative to cetane as a standard.













ceteris paribus

 
/ˌkād(ə)rəs ˈperəbəs/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 with other conditions remaining the same




•
 
shorter hours of labor will, ceteris paribus, reduce the volume of output.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin.





cetology

 
/sēˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology that deals with whales, dolphins, and porpoises.








II.
 
derivatives





cetologist






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cetus

 ‘whale’ (see Cetacea
 ) + -logy
 .





Cetshwayo

 
/keCHˈwīō /

 
Cetewayo






(
c.

 1826–84), Zulu king. He became ruler of Zululand in 1873 and was involved in a series of battles with the Afrikaners and British; he was deposed as leader after the capture of his capital by the British in 1879.









Cetus

 
/ˈsēdəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large northern constellation (the Whale), said to represent the sea monster that threatened Andromeda. It contains the variable star Mira.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Ceti

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Tau Ceti.













– origin

 Latin.





cetyl alcohol

 
/ˌsētl ˈalkəˌhäl/






noun




a waxy alcohol occurring in feces and esterified in spermaceti and wool wax. It is used in cosmetics and as an emulsifier.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )15
 OH.]













Ceuta

 
/ˈT͟Hāˌo͞otə, ˈsā-/






a Spanish enclave, consisting of a port and a military post, on the coast of Morocco in northern Africa; pop. 77,389 (2008). It overlooks the Mediterranean approach to the Strait of Gibraltar and with Melilla forms a community of Spain.









Cévennes

 
/səˈven/






a mountain range in France, on the southeastern edge of the Massif Central.









ceviche

 
/səˈvēCHā, -CHē /

 
seviche





I.
 
noun




a South American dish of marinated raw fish or seafood, typically garnished and served as an appetizer.











– origin

 South American Spanish.






Ceylon

 
/siˈlän sāˈlän/






former name (until 1972) of Sri Lanka
 .









Ceylon moss






noun




a red seaweed of southern Asia, the main source of agar.

[
Gracilaria lichenoides

 , phylum 
Rhodophyta

 .]













Cézanne, Paul

 
/sāˈzän/






(1839–1906), French painter. He is closely identified with post-impressionism, and his later work had an important influence on cubism. Notable works: 
Still Life with Cupid

 (1895) and 
Bathers

 (sequence of paintings, 1890–1905).









Cf






symbol




the chemical element californium.













CF






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
c.f.

 )
 — carried forward (used to refer to figures transferred to a new page or account).




2.
 
cost and freight.




3.
 
cystic fibrosis.













cf.

 
/ˌsēˈef/





I.
 
abbreviation




compare with (used to refer a reader to another written work or another part of the same written work).











– origin

 from Latin 
confer

 ‘compare.’





CFA1


 
CFA franc





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, and the Central African Republic, equal to 100 centimes.











– origin

 from French 
Communauté Financière Africaine

 ‘African Financial Community.’





CFA2







abbreviation




chartered financial analyst.













CFL






abbreviation



1.
 
compact fluorescent light (or lamp).




2.
 
Canadian Football League.













cfm






abbreviation




cubic feet per minute.













CFO

 
/ˌsēˌefˈō/






noun




a chief financial officer, a senior executive with responsibility for the financial affairs of a corporation or other institution.













cfs






abbreviation




cubic feet per second.













CFS






abbreviation




chronic fatigue syndrome.













cg






abbreviation




centigram(s).













CG






abbreviation



1.
 
Coast Guard.




2.
 
commanding general.













CGI






abbreviation



1.
 
computer-generated imagery.




2.
 


[Computing]

 common gateway interface, a script standard for writing interactive programs generated by visitors to web pages.













CGI bin

 
/ˌsēˌjēˈī ˌbin/






noun






[Computing]

 a server directory where CGI programs are stored.













cGMP






abbreviation




cyclic GMP.













cgs






abbreviation




centimeter-gram-second.













CGT






noun






(Brit.)

 short for capital gains tax
 .













CH






abbreviation



1.
 
courthouse.




2.
 
custom house.













ch.






abbreviation



1.
 
chaplain.




2.
 
chapter.




3.
 
(of a horse) chestnut in color.




4.
 
church.













c.h.

 
C.H.






abbreviation




clearinghouse.













chabazite

 
/ˈkabəˌzīt/





I.
 
noun




a colorless, pink, or yellow zeolite mineral, typically occurring as rhombohedral crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
chabazie

 , from Greek 
khabazie

 , a misreading of 
khalazie

 , vocative form of 
khalazios

 ‘hailstone’ (from 
khalaza

 ‘hail,’ because of its form and color), + -ite
 1
 .





Chablis

 
/ˈSHablē, ˈSHä-/






noun




a dry white burgundy wine from Chablis in eastern France.













Chabrol, Claude

 
/SHäˈbrōl/






(1930–2010), French movie director; a member of the 
nouvelle vague

 .









cha-cha

 
/ˈCHä ˌCHä /

 
cha-cha-cha





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ballroom dance with small steps and swaying hip movements, performed to a Latin American rhythm.




2.
 
music for or in the rhythm of a cha-cha.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the cha-cha.











– origin

 1950s: Latin American Spanish.





chachalaca

 
/ˌCHäCHəˈläkə/





I.
 
noun




a pheasantlike tree-dwelling bird of the guan family, with a loud harsh call. It is found mainly in the forests of tropical America.

[Genus 
Ortalis

 , family 
Cracidae

 : several species, in particular the 
plain chachalaca

 (
O. vetula

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via South American Spanish from Nahuatl, of imitative origin.





chacham

 
/ˈKHäKHäm /

 
haham





I.
 
noun




a spiritual leader among Sephardic Jews, or, more generally, a person learned in Jewish law.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
ḥāḵām

 ‘wise.’





chacma baboon

 
/ˌCHäkmə bəˈbo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a dark gray baboon that lives on the savanna of southern Africa.

[
Papio ursinus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Khoikhoi.





chaconne

 
/SHäˈkôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a composition in a series of varying sections in slow triple time, typically over a short repeated bass theme.

Compare with passacaglia
 .




2.
 


[Music]

 a stately dance performed to a chaconne, popular in the 18th century.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
chacona

 .





Chaco War






a boundary dispute in 1932–35 between Bolivia and Paraguay, in which Paraguay eventually gained most of the disputed territory.









chacun à son goût

 
/ˌSHäkən ä sôn ˈɡo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




each to one's own taste.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French.





chad

 
/CHad/





I.
 
noun




a piece of waste material removed from card or tape by punching.











– origin

 1950s: possibly from Scots 
chad

 ‘gravel, small stones’ or dialect 
chat

 ‘chip of wood.’ It is not, as suggested, from the name of Mr. Chadless, inventor of a 
Chadless Keypunch

 : no such person has been found. Nor is it formed as an acronym from ‘card hole aggregate debris.’





Chad

 
/CHad/







1.
 
a landlocked country in northern central Africa; pop. 10,329,200 (est. 2009); capital, N'Djamena; official languages, French and Arabic.





Much of the country lies in the Sahel, as well as the Sahara Desert in the north. A French colony from 1913, Chad became autonomous within the French Community in 1958 and fully independent as a republic in 1960. The country has been troubled by rebellions in the north since 1998.









Chad, Lake






a shallow lake on the borders of Chad, Niger, and Nigeria in north central Africa. Its size varies seasonally from about 4,000 square miles (10,360 sq km) to about 10,000 square miles (25,900 sq km).









Chadian

 
/ˈCHadēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Chad or its people




•
 
Chadian craftsmen produce musical instruments of extremely high quality.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Chad




•
 
despite the harsh climate, Chadians grow a large variety of food.



















Chadic

 
/ˈCHadik/





I.
 
noun




a group of Afro-Asiatic languages spoken in the region of Lake Chad, of which the most important is Hausa.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Chadic languages.













chador

 
/ˈCHədər ˈCHädˌôr /

 
chadar
 , chuddar





I.
 
noun




a large piece of cloth that is wrapped around the head and upper body leaving only the face exposed, worn especially by Muslim women.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Urdu 
chādar

 , 
chaddar

 , from Persian 
čādar

 ‘sheet or veil.’





Chadwick, Sir James

 
/ˈCHadwik/






(1891–1974), English physicist who discovered the neutron. Nobel Prize for Physics (1935).









chaebol

 
/ˈkīˌbäl, -ˌbôl/





I.
 
noun




(in South Korea) a large business conglomerate, typically a family-owned one.











– origin

 1980s: Korean, literally ‘money clan.’





chaeta

 
/ˈkēdə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a stiff bristle made of chitin, especially in an annelid worm.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
khaitē

 ‘long hair.’






Chaetognatha

 
/kēˈtäɡnəTHə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of marine invertebrates that comprises the arrow worms.




II.
 
derivatives





chaetognath

 
/ˈkētäɡˌnaTH /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
khaitē

 ‘long hair’ + 
gnathos

 ‘jaw.’






chafe

 
/CHāf/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something restrictive or too tight) make (a part of the body) sore by rubbing against it




•
 
the collar chafed his neck.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a part of the body) be or become sore as a result of abrasive rubbing.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object) rub abrasively against another object




•
 
the grommet stops the cable from chafing on the metal.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rub (a part of the body) to restore warmth or sensation.




5.
 
become or make annoyed or impatient because of a restriction or inconvenience


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the bank chafed at the restrictions imposed upon it




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it chafed him to be confined like this.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
wear or damage caused by rubbing




•
 
to prevent chafe the ropes should lie flat.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a state of annoyance.








III.
 
phrases





chafe at the bit






see chomp at the bit
 at chomp
 .















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘make warm’): from Old French 
chaufer

 ‘make hot,’ based on Latin 
calefacere

 , from 
calere

 ‘be hot’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’






chafer

 
/ˈCHāfər/





I.
 
noun




a flying beetle, the adult and larva of which can be very destructive to foliage and plant roots respectively.

[Several subfamilies of the family 
Scarabaeidae

 . See also cockchafer
 .]











– origin

 Old English 
ceafor

 , 
cefer

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kever

 .






chaff1


 
/CHaf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the husks of corn or other seed separated by winnowing or threshing.




2.
 
chopped hay and straw used as fodder.




3.
 
worthless things; trash.




4.
 
strips of metal foil or metal filings released in the atmosphere from aircraft, or deployed as missiles, to obstruct radar detection or confuse radar-tracking missiles.








II.
 
phrases





separate the wheat from the chaff






distinguish valuable people or things from worthless ones.















– origin

 Old English 
cæf

 , 
ceaf

 , probably from a Germanic base meaning ‘gnaw’; related to Dutch 
kaf

 , also to chafer
 .





chaff2


 
/CHaf/





I.
 
noun




lighthearted joking; banter.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tease.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from chafe
 .





chaff-cutter

 
/ˈCHafˌkədər/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a machine for chopping hay and straw for use as fodder.













chaffer

 
/ˈCHafər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
haggle about the terms of an agreement or price of something.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 haggling about the price of something.








III.
 
derivatives





chafferer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘trade or trading’): from Old English 
cēap

 ‘a bargain’ + 
faru

 ‘journey’; probably influenced by Old Norse 
kaupfǫr

 .





chaffinch

 
/ˈCHafˌin(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian and North African finch, typically with a bluish top to the head and dark wings and tail.

[Genus 
Fringilla

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : two species, in particular 
F. coelebs

 , which (in the male of the typical European form) has a pinkish face and breast.]











– origin

 Old English 
ceaffinc

 ‘chaff finch’ (because it forages around barns, picking seeds out of the chaff).





chaffweed

 
/ˈCHafwēd/





I.
 
noun




a tiny European pimpernel with pink or white flowers.

[
Anagallis minima

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from the verb chafe
 + weed
 .





chafing dish

 
/ˈCHāfiNG ˌdiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal pan with an outer pan of hot water, used for keeping food warm.




2.
 
a metal pan, typically one containing an alcohol lamp, used for cooking at the table.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from the original (now obsolete) sense of chafe
 ‘become warm, warm up.’





Chagall, Marc

 
/SHəˈɡäl/






(1887–1985), French painter and graphic artist; born in Russia. His work was characterized by the use of rich emotive color and dream imagery and had a significant influence on surrealism.









Chagas' disease

 
/ˈSHäɡəs diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a disease caused by trypanosomes transmitted by bloodsucking bugs, endemic in South America and causing damage to the heart and central nervous system.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Carlos 
Chagas

 (1879–1934), the Brazilian physician who first described it.





Chagos Archipelago

 
/ˌCHäɡəs ˌärkəˈpeləˌɡō/






an island group in the Indian Ocean that forms the British Indian Ocean Territory.










chagrin

 
/SHəˈɡrin/





I.
 
noun




distress or embarrassment at having failed or been humiliated




•
 
Jeff, much 
to

 his 
chagrin

 , wasn't invited.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be chagrined

 )


1.
 
feel distressed or humiliated




•
 
he was chagrined when his friend poured scorn on him.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘melancholy’): from French 
chagrin

 (noun), literally ‘rough skin, shagreen,’ 
chagriner

 (verb), of unknown origin.





chai

 
/CHī/





I.
 
noun




a type of Indian tea, made especially by boiling the tea leaves with milk, sugar, and cardamom.











– origin

 a term in various Indian languages.






chain

 
/CHān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a connected flexible series of metal links used for fastening or securing objects and pulling or supporting loads.




2.
 
(
chains

 )
 — a series of metal links used to confine a prisoner




•
 
the drug dealer is being kept 
in chains

 .










3.
 
a series of decorative metal links worn as a decoration; a necklace.




4.
 
(
chains

 )
 — short for snow chains
 .




5.
 
(
chains

 )
 — a force or factor that binds or restricts someone




•
 
the chains of illness.










6.
 
a sequence of items of the same type forming a line




•
 
he kept the chain of buckets supplied with water.










7.
 
a sequence or series of connected elements




•
 
a chain of events




•
 
the food chain.










8.
 
a group of establishments, such as hotels, stores, or restaurants, owned by the same company




•
 
the nation's largest hotel chain




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a chain restaurant.










9.
 
a range of mountains




•
 
a chain of volcanic ridges.










10.
 
a part of a molecule consisting of a number of atoms (typically carbon) bonded together in a linear sequence.




11.
 
a figure in a quadrille or similar dance, in which dancers meet and pass each other in a continuous sequence.




12.
 
a jointed measuring line consisting of linked metal rods.




13.
 
a measure of length equivalent to a chain (66 ft.).




14.
 


[Football]

 a measuring chain of ten yards, used in the determination of first downs.




15.
 
(
chains

 )
 — a structure of planks projecting horizontally from a sailing ship's sides abreast of the masts, used to widen the basis for the shrouds.

[formed earlier of iron plates.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten or secure with a chain




•
 
she chained her bicycle to the railing.










2.
 
confine with a chain




•
 
he had been 
chained up






•
 


‹figurative›

 as an actuary you will not be chained to a desk.














III.
 
phrases





pull (or yank) someone's chain








‹informal›

 tease someone, typically by leading them to believe something untrue.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chaine

 , 
chaeine

 , from Latin 
catena

 ‘a chain.’





Chain, Sir Ernst Boris

 
/CHān/






(1906–79), British biochemist; born in Germany. With Howard Florey, he isolated and purified penicillin. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1945), shared with Florey and Alexander Fleming.









chain bridge






noun




a suspension bridge supported by chains rather than cables.













chain drive

 
/CHān drīv/





I.
 
noun




a mechanism in which power is transmitted from an engine, typically to the wheels of a vehicle or a boat's propeller, by means of a moving endless chain.








II.
 
derivatives





chain-driven






adjective





















chain gang

 
/ˈCHān ˈˌɡaNG/






noun




a group of convicts chained together while working outside the prison.













chain gear






noun




a gear transmitting motion by means of a moving endless chain, especially on a bicycle.













chain harrow






noun




a harrow consisting of a net made of chains in a metal frame.













chain letter

 
/ˈCHān ˌledər/






noun




one of a sequence of letters, each recipient in the sequence being requested to send copies to a specific number of other people.













chain-link

 
/ˈCHānˌliNGk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
made of wire in a diamond-shaped mesh




•
 
a chain-link fence.



















chain mail

 
/ˈCHān ˌmāl/






noun






‹historical›

 armor made of small metal rings linked together.













chainplate

 
/ˈCHānplāt/






noun




a strong link or plate on the hull of a sailboat or sailing ship, to which a shroud is secured.













chain reaction

 
/ˈˌCHān rēˈakSHən/






noun



1.
 
a chemical reaction or other process in which the products themselves promote or spread the reaction, which under certain conditions may accelerate dramatically.




2.
 
the self-sustaining fission reaction spread by neutrons that occurs in nuclear reactors and bombs.




3.
 
a series of events, each caused by the previous one




•
 
an article in one publication sets off a chain reaction in the media.



















chainring

 
/ˈCHānriNG/






noun




a large cog carrying the chain on a bicycle, which is attached to the crank.













chainsaw

 
/ˈCHānˌsô/






noun




a mechanical power-driven cutting tool with teeth set on a chain that moves around the edge of a blade.













chain shot






noun






‹historical›

 pairs of cannonballs or half balls joined by a chain, fired from cannons in sea battles in order to damage masts and rigging.













chain-smoke

 
/ˈCHān ˌsmōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smoke continually, especially by lighting a new cigarette from the butt of the last one smoked.








II.
 
derivatives





chain-smoker

 
/ˈCHān ˌsmōkər /






noun





















chain stitch

 
/ˈCHān ˌstiCH/






noun




an ornamental stitch in which loops are crocheted or embroidered in a chain.













chain store

 
/ˈCHān ˌstô(ə)r/






noun




one of a series of stores owned by one company and selling the same merchandise.













chain wheel

 
/ˈCHān ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a toothed wheel transmitting power by means of a chain fitted to its edges.














chair

 
/CHer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a separate seat for one person, typically with a back and four legs.




2.
 
short for chairlift
 .




3.
 
(
the chair

 )
 — short for electric chair
 .




4.
 
the person in charge of a meeting or organization (used as a neutral alternative to chairman or chairwoman)




•
 
a three-year term as the board’s deputy chair.










5.
 
an official position of authority, for example on a board of directors




•
 
the editorial chair.










6.
 
(also 
chair umpire

 )
 — 

[Tennis]

 another term for umpire
 .




7.
 
a professorship




•
 
he held a chair in physics.










8.
 
a particular seat in an orchestra


[as 
modifier

 , in 
combination

 ]


•
 
she was fourth-chair trumpet.










9.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a metal socket holding a railroad rail in place.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as chairperson of or preside over (an organization, meeting, or public event).




2.
 


(Brit.)

 carry (someone) aloft in a chair or in a sitting position to celebrate a victory.








III.
 
phrases





take the chair






act as chairperson.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chaiere

 (modern 
chaire

 ‘bishop's throne, etc.,’ 
chaise

 ‘chair’), from Latin 
cathedra

 ‘seat,’ from Greek 
kathedra

 . Compare with cathedral
 .





chairborne

 
/ˈCHerbôrn/






adjective






‹military slang›

 assigned to a desk job rather than field duty.













chair car






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a railroad car with individual seats instead of long benches; a parlor car.













chairlady

 
/ˈCHerˌlādē/






noun




another term for chairwoman
 .














chairlift

 
/ˈCHerlift/






noun



1.
 
a series of chairs hung from a moving cable, typically used for carrying passengers up and down a mountain.




2.
 
a device for carrying people in wheelchairs from one floor of a building to another.













chairman

 
/ˈCHermən/






noun



1.
 
a person, especially a man, designated to preside over a meeting.




2.
 
the permanent or long-term president of a committee, company, or other organization.




3.
 
(
Chairman

 )
 — (since 1949) the leading figure in the Chinese Communist Party.




4.
 
a person, especially a man, who is the administrative head of a department of instruction at a college or university.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a sedan-bearer.













chairmanship

 
/ˈCHermənSHip/






noun



1.
 
the position or office of presiding over a meeting.




2.
 
permanent or long-term presidency over a committee, company, or other organization




•
 
he assumed the board chairmanship




•
 
she was elected to the chairmanship of the company.










3.
 
(
Chairmanship

 )
 — (since 1949) the office of the leading figure in the Chinese Communist Party.




4.
 
the action of presiding over a meeting




•
 
a meeting held 
under the chairmanship

 of the Vice-Chancellor.



















chairperson

 
/ˈCHerˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




a chairman or chairwoman (used as a neutral alternative).














chairwoman

 
/ˈCHerˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a woman designated to preside over committee or board meetings.




2.
 
a woman who is the administrative head of a department of instruction at a college or university.














chaise

 
/SHāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a horse-drawn carriage for one or two people, typically one with an open top and two wheels.




2.
 
another term for post-chaise
 .




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for chaise longue
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, variant of 
chaire

 (see chair
 ).






chaise longue

 
/ˌSHāz ˈlôNG/





I.
 
noun




a reclining chair with a lengthened seat forming a leg rest.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘long chair.’





chaise lounge

 
/SHāz ˈlounj, CHās/





I.
 
noun




variant of chaise longue
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration by association with lounge
 .





chakra

 
/ˈCHäkrə/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian thought) each of the centers of spiritual power in the human body, usually considered to be seven in number.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
cakra

 ‘wheel or circle,’ from an Indo-European base meaning ‘turn,’ shared by wheel
 .





chalaza

 
/kəˈlāzə, -ˈlazə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in a bird's egg) each of two twisted membranous strips joining the yolk to the ends of the shell.








II.
 
derivatives





chalazal






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
khalaza

 ‘small knot.’






Chalcedon

 
/ˈkalsəˌdän, kalˈsēdn/






a former city on the Bosporus in Asia Minor, now part of Istanbul.

Turkish name Kadiköy
 .









Chalcedon, Council of

 
/ˈkalsəˌdän kalˈsēdn/





I.
 
the fourth ecumenical council of the Christian Church, held at Chalcedon in 451. It condemned the Monophysite position and affirmed the dual but united nature of Christ as god and man.




II.
 
derivatives





Chalcedonian

 
/ˌkalsəˈdōnēən /






noun, adjective





















chalcedony

 
/kalˈsednē CHalˈsednē ˈkalsəˌdōnē ˈCHalsəˌdōnē/





I.
 
noun




a microcrystalline type of quartz occurring in several different forms, including onyx, agate, and jasper.








II.
 
derivatives





chalcedonic

 
/ˌkalsəˈdänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
calcedonius

 , 
chalcedonius

 (often believed to mean ‘stone of Chalcedon,’ but this is doubtful), from Greek 
khalkēdōn

 .





chalcid

 
/ˈkalsid /

 
chalcid wasp





I.
 
noun




a minute parasitic wasp of a large group whose members lay eggs inside the eggs of other insects. They typically have bright metallic coloration.

[Superfamily 
Chalcidoidea

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Chalcis

 (genus name), from Greek 
khalkos

 ‘copper, brass,’ + -id
 3
 .





chalcocite

 
/ˈkalkəˌsīt/






noun




cuprous sulfide, an ore of copper, usu. occurring as black, fine-grained masses.

[Chem. formula: Cu2
 S.]













chalcopyrite

 
/ˌkalkəˈpīrīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellow crystalline mineral consisting of a sulfide of copper and iron. It is the principal ore of copper.

[Chem. formula CuFeS2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
chalcopyrites

 , from Greek 
khalkos

 ‘copper’ + 
puritēs

 (see pyrite
 ).






Chaldea

 
/kalˈdēə/





I.
 
an ancient country in what is now southern Iraq, inhabited by the Chaldeans.







– origin

 from Greek 
Khaldaia

 , from Akkadian 
Kaldû

 , the name of a Babylonian tribal group.





Chaldean

 
/kalˈdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient people who lived in Chaldea 
c.

 800 
BC

 and ruled Babylonia 625–539 
BC

 . They were renowned as astronomers and astrologers.




2.
 
the Semitic language of the ancient Chaldeans.




3.
 
a language related to Aramaic and spoken in parts of Iraq.




4.
 
a member of a Syrian Uniate (formerly Nestorian) Church based mainly in Iran and Iraq.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to ancient Chaldea or its people or language.




2.
 
of or relating to the East Syrian Uniate Church.













Chaldee

 
/ˈkaldē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Semitic language of the ancient Chaldeans.




2.
 


‹dated›

 the Aramaic language as used in some books of the Old Testament.




3.
 
a native of ancient Chaldea.











– origin

 from Latin 
Chaldaei

 ‘Chaldeans,’ from Greek 
Khaldaioi

 , from 
Khaldaia

 (see Chaldea
 ).





chalet

 
/SHaˈlā/





I.
 
noun




a wooden house or cottage with overhanging eaves, typically found in the Swiss Alps.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Swiss French, diminutive of Old French 
chasel

 ‘farmstead,’ based on Latin 
casa

 ‘hut, cottage.’





chalice

 
/ˈCHaləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a large cup or goblet, typically used for drinking wine.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the wine cup used in the Christian Eucharist.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
calix

 , 
calic-

 ‘cup.’





chalicothere

 
/ˈkaləkōˌTHir/





I.
 
noun




a horselike fossil mammal of the late Tertiary period, with stout claws on the toes instead of hooves.

[Family 
Chalicotheriidae

 , order 
Perissodactyla

 : several genera, in particular 
Moropus

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Chalicotherium

 (genus name), from Greek 
khalix

 , 
khalik-

 ‘gravel’ + 
thērion

 ‘wild animal.’





chalk

 
/CHôk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft white limestone (calcium carbonate) formed from the skeletal remains of sea creatures.




2.
 
a chalklike substance (calcium sulfate), made into white or colored sticks used for drawing or writing on a blackboard.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a series of strata consisting mainly of chalk.




4.
 
short for French chalk
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw or write with chalk.




2.
 
draw or write on (a surface) with chalk




•
 
blackboards chalked with Japanese phrases.










3.
 
rub (something, especially a pool cue) with chalk.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 charge (drinks bought in a bar) to a person's account.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as different as (or like) chalk and cheese








(Brit.)

 fundamentally different or incompatible.









2.
 
by a long chalk








(Brit.)

 by far.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
chalk something out






sketch or plan something




•
 
we have already chalked out the strategy for conducting raids.















2.
 
chalk something up





a.
 
achieve something noteworthy




•
 
he has chalked up a box-office success.










b.
 
ascribe something to a particular cause




•
 
I 
chalked

 my sleeplessness 
up to

 nerves.





















– origin

 Old English 
cealc

 (also denoting lime), related to Dutch 
kalk

 and German 
Kalk

 , from Latin 
calx

 (see calx
 ).





chalkboard

 
/ˈCHôkbôrd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for blackboard
 .













chalkface

 
/ˈCHôkfās/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 the day-to-day work of teaching in a school




•
 
teachers 
at the chalkface

 .



















chalkstone

 
/ˈCHôkstōn/






noun

 — .


1.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹dated›

 a chalky deposit of sodium urate formed in the hands and feet of sufferers from severe gout.













chalk-stripe

 
/ˈCHôkˌstrīp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a garment or material) having a pattern of thin white stripes on a dark background.








II.
 
noun

 — (
chalk stripe

 )


1.
 
a pattern of thin white stripes on a dark background.








III.
 
derivatives





chalk-striped

 
/ˈCHôkˌstrīpt /






adjective





















chalk talk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a talk or lecture in which the speaker uses blackboard and chalk.













chalky

 
/ˈCHôkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of or rich in chalk




•
 
a chalky, powdery soil.










2.
 
resembling chalk in texture or paleness of color




•
 
patches of creamy or chalky white.














II.
 
derivatives





chalkiness

 
/ˈCHôkēnəs /






noun





















challah

 
/ˈhälə, ˈKHälə/





I.
 
noun




a loaf of white leavened bread, typically plaited in form, traditionally baked to celebrate the Jewish sabbath.











– origin

 1920s: from Hebrew 
ḥallah

 .





challenge

 
/ˈCHalənj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a call to take part in a contest or competition, especially a duel




•
 
he accepted the challenge.










2.
 
a task or situation that tests someone's abilities




•
 
the ridge is a challenge for experienced climbers.










3.
 
an attempt to win a contest or championship in a sport




•
 
a world title challenge.










4.
 
an objection or query as to the truth of something, often with an implicit demand for proof




•
 
a 
challenge to

 the legality of the order.










5.
 
a sentry's call for a password or other proof of identity.




6.
 


[Law]

 an objection regarding the eligibility or suitability of a jury member.




7.
 


[Medicine]

 exposure of the immune system to pathogenic organisms or antigens




•
 
recently vaccinated calves should be protected from challenge.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
invite (someone) to engage in a contest




•
 
he challenged one of my men to a duel.










2.
 
enter into competition with or opposition against




•
 
incumbent Democrats are being challenged in the 29th district.










3.
 
make a rival claim to or threaten someone's hold on (a position)




•
 
they were challenging his leadership.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — invite (someone) to do something that one thinks will be difficult or impossible; dare




•
 
I challenged them to make up their own minds.










5.
 
test the abilities of




•
 
he needed something both to challenge his skills and to regain his crown as the king of the thriller.










6.
 
dispute the truth or validity of




•
 
employees challenged the company's requirement.










7.
 


[Law]

 object to (a jury member).




8.
 
(of a sentry) call on (someone) for proof of identity.




9.
 


[Medicine]

 expose (the immune system) to pathogenic organisms or antigens.








III.
 
derivatives





challengeable

 
/ˈCHalənjəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘accusation’ and ‘accuse’): from Old French 
chalenge

 (noun), 
chalenger

 (verb), from Latin 
calumnia

 ‘calumny,’ 
calumniari

 ‘calumniate.’





challenged

 
/ˈCHalənjd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [with 
submodifier

 or in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(used euphemistically) impaired or disabled in a specified respect




•
 
physically challenged.










2.
 


‹informal›

 lacking or deficient in a specified respect




•
 
vertically challenged




•
 
today's attention-challenged teens.

















usage:

 The use with a preceding adverb, e.g., 
physically challenged

 , originally intended to give a more positive tone than such terms as 
disabled

 or 
handicapped

 , arose in the US in the 1980s. Despite the originally serious intention, the term rapidly became stalled by uses whose intention was to make fun of the attempts at euphemism and whose tone was usually clearly ironic: examples include 
cerebrally challenged

 (not very smart), 
follicularly challenged

 (bald or balding), 
vertically challenged

 (short), etc.





challenger

 
/ˈCHalinjər/






noun



1.
 
a person who engages in a contest




•
 
new championship challengers




•
 
the leading team among the nine challengers.










2.
 
a person who makes a rival claim to or threatens someone's hold on a position




•
 
a serious challenger for the title




•
 
a potential challenger for the party leadership.










3.
 
a person who disputes the truth of or places themselves in opposition to something




•
 
heroic challengers of authority




•
 
the bold challenger of campus orthodoxy.



















Challenger

 
/ˈCHalənjər/






a US space shuttle that exploded 1.5 minutes after launch on January 28, 1986, killing its crew of seven.









challenger bank






noun






(Brit.)

 a relatively small retail bank set up with the intention of competing for business with large, long-established national banks.













Challenger Deep

 
/ˌCHalənjər ˈdēp/






the deepest part (36,201 feet, 11,034 m) of the Mariana Trench in the North Pacific, discovered by HMS 
Challenger II

 in 1948.









challenging

 
/ˈCHalənˌjiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
testing one's abilities; demanding




•
 
challenging and rewarding employment.










2.
 
inviting competition; provocative




•
 
there was a challenging glint in his eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





challengingly






adverb





















challis

 
/ˈSHalē/





I.
 
noun




a soft lightweight clothing fabric made from silk and worsted.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps from the surname 
Challis

 .





chalumeau

 
/ˌSHaləˈmō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reed instrument of the early 18th century from which the clarinet was developed.




2.
 
(also 
chalumeau register

 )
 — the lowest octave of the clarinet's range.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
calamellus

 ‘little reed,’ diminutive of 
calamus

 .





chalupa

 
/CHəˈlo͞opə/





I.
 
noun




a fried tortilla in the shape of a boat, with a spicy filling.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, ultimately related to Dutch 
sloep

 ‘sloop.’





chalybeate

 
/kəˈlibēət/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or denoting natural mineral springs containing iron salts.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
chalybeatus

 , from Latin 
chalybs

 , from Greek 
khalups

 , 
khalub-

 ‘steel.’





Cham

 
/kam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of Vietnam and Cambodia, who formed an independent kingdom from the 2nd to 17th centuries 
AD

 , and whose culture is strongly influenced by that of India.




2.
 
either of two Austronesian languages of the Cham.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cham, their culture, or their language.













Chamaeleon

 
/kəˈmēlyən /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation (the Chameleon), close to the south celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Chamaeleontis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Chamaeleontis.













– origin

 from Greek.





chamaephyte

 
/ˈkaməˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a woody plant whose resting buds are on or near the ground.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
khamai

 ‘on the ground’ + -phyte
 .






chamber

 
/ˈCHāmbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large room used for formal or public events.




2.
 
any of the houses of a legislature




•
 
the Senate chamber.










3.
 


‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 a private room, typically a bedroom




•
 
he had his meals brought to his chamber.










4.
 
(
chambers

 )
 — 

[Law]

 a judge's room used for official proceedings not required to be held in open court.




5.
 
(
chambers

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 rooms used by a lawyer or lawyers.




6.
 
an enclosed space or cavity




•
 
an echo chamber.










7.
 
a large underground cavern.




8.
 
the part of a gun bore that contains the charge or bullet.




9.
 


[Biology]

 a cavity in a plant, animal body, or organ




•
 
the four chambers of the heart.










10.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 of or for a small group of instruments




•
 
a chamber concert.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a bullet) into the chamber of a gun.








III.
 
derivatives





chambered






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘private room’): from Old French 
chambre

 , from Latin 
camera

 ‘vault, arched chamber,’ from Greek 
kamara

 ‘object with an arched cover.’





chamberlain

 
/ˈCHāmbərlən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an officer who manages the household of a monarch or noble.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(Brit.)

 the treasurer of a corporation or public body.








II.
 
derivatives





chamberlainship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a servant in a bedchamber): via Old French from Old Saxon 
kamera

 , from Latin 
camera

 ‘vault’ (see chamber
 ).





Chamberlain, Neville

 
/ˈCHāmbərlən/






(1869–1940), British statesman; prime minister 1937–40; full name 
Arthur Neville Chamberlain

 . He pursued a policy of appeasement with Nazi Germany and signed the Munich Agreement in 1938, but was forced to abandon this policy following Hitler's invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1939.









Chamberlain, Owen






(1920–2006), US physicist. He investigated subatomic particles and in 1955 discovered the antiproton with 
E. G. Segrè

 (1905–89). Nobel Prize for Physics (1959), shared with Segrè.









Chamberlain, Richard






(1934–), US actor; full name 
George Richard Chamberlain

 . Noted for his title role in the television series 
Dr. Kildare

 (1961–66), he also starred in the miniseries 
Shogun

 (1980) and 
The Thorn Birds

 (1983).









Chamberlain, Wilt






(1936–99), US basketball player; full name 
Wilton Norman Chamberlain

 ; known as 
Wilt the Stilt

 . He played for the Philadelphia Warriors (later the Golden State Warriors), the Philadelphia 76ers, and the Los Angeles Lakers from 1959 until 1973. Basketball Hall of Fame (1978).









chambermaid

 
/ˈCHāmbərˌmād/






noun




a maid who cleans bedrooms and bathrooms, especially in a hotel.













chamber music

 
/ˈCHāmbər ˌmyo͞ozik/






noun




instrumental music played by a small ensemble, with one player to a part, the most important form being the string quartet which developed in the 18th century.














chamber of commerce

 
C. of C.






noun




a local association to promote and protect the interests of the business community in a particular place.













Chamber of Deputies

 
/ˈˌCHāmbər əv ˈdepyo͞odēz/






noun




the lower legislative assembly in some parliaments.













chamber of horrors





I.
 
noun




an exhibit containing such gruesome displays as instruments or scenes of torture or execution.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name given to a room in Madame Tussaud's waxworks exhibition in London.





chamber orchestra






noun




a small orchestra.













chamber pot

 
/ˈCHāmbər pät/






noun




a bowl kept in a bedroom and used as a toilet, especially at night.













Chambers, Whittaker

 
/ˈCHāmbərz/






(1901–61), US journalist; born 
Jay Vivian Chambers

 . In 1948, he accused Alger Hiss of Communist party membership and of passing State Department documents to Soviet agents.









Chambertin

 
/ˌSHäNbərˈtaN/






noun




a dry red burgundy wine of high quality from Gevrey Chambertin in eastern France.














chambray

 
/ˈSHamˌbrā/





I.
 
noun




a linen-finished gingham cloth with a white weft and a colored warp, producing a mottled appearance.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US): formed irregularly from 
Cambrai

 , the name of a town in northern France, where it was originally made. Compare with cambric
 .





chambré

 
/ˈSHamˌbrā, SHamˈbrā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of red wine) at room temperature




•
 
Cabernet tastes best chambré.

















– origin

 1950s: French, past participle of 
chambrer

 ‘bring to room temperature,’ from 
chambre

 ‘room’ (see chamber
 ).






chameleon

 
/kəˈmēlyən /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 chamaeleon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small slow-moving Old World lizard with a prehensile tail, long extensible tongue, protruding eyes that rotate independently, and a highly developed ability to change color.

[Family 
Chamaeleonidae

 : four genera, in particular 
Chamaeleo

 , and numerous species, including the 
European chameleon

 (
C. vulgaris

 ) and the 
common chameleon

 (
C. chamaeleon

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
American chameleon

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 an anole.




3.
 
a person who changes their opinions or behavior according to the situation.








II.
 
derivatives





chameleonic

 
/kəˌmēlēˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Latin 
chamaeleon

 from Greek 
khamaileōn

 , from 
khamai

 ‘on the ground’ + 
leōn

 ‘lion.’





chameleonlike

 
/kəˈmēlyənˌlīk/






adjective




changing one's opinions, behavior, or appearance according to the situation




•
 
they had grown disenchanted with chameleonlike politicians.



















chametz

 
/KHôˈmāts, ˈKHôˌmets /

 
chometz





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 leaven, or food mixed with leaven, prohibited during Passover.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
ḥāmēṣ

 .





chamfer

 
/ˈ(t)SHamfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
in carpentry, cut away (a right-angled edge or corner) to make a symmetrical sloping edge.








II.
 
noun




a symmetrical sloping surface at an edge or corner.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘flute or furrow’): back-formation from 
chamfering

 , from French 
chamfrain

 , from 
chant

 ‘edge’ (see cant
 2
 ) + 
fraint

 ‘broken’ (from Old French 
fraindre

 ‘break,’ from Latin 
frangere

 ).






chamise

 
/SHaˈmēs/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub with small narrow leaves, common in the chaparral of California.

Also called greasewood
 . [
Adenostoma fasciculatum

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Mexican Spanish 
chamiso

 .





chamois





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or ) /SHamˈwä /

 — an agile goat-antelope with short hooked horns, found in mountainous areas of Europe from Spain to the Caucasus.

[Genus 
Rupicapra

 , family 
Bovidae

 : 
R. rupicapra

 (of the Alps, East, and southeastern Europe), and 
R. pyrenaica

 (of the Pyrenees and Apennines, also called izard
 ).]




2.
 
(also 
chamois leather

 ) /ˈSHamē /

 — a type of soft pliable leather now made from sheepskin or lambskin.




3.
 
a piece of chamois leather, used typically for washing windows or cars.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, of unknown ultimate origin.





chamomile

 
/ˈkaməˌmēl ˈkaməˌmīl /

 
camomile





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an aromatic European plant of the daisy family, with white and yellow daisylike flowers.

[The perennial 
sweet chamomile

 (
Chamaemelum nobile

 (or 
Anthemis nobilis

 ), family 
Compositae

 ), used, esp. formerly, for lawns and herbal medicine, the annual 
German chamomile

 (
Matricaria recutita

 ), used medicinally, and the yellow-flowered 
dyer's chamomile

 (
Anthemis tinctoria

 ), used to produce a yellow-brown dye.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
camomille

 , from late Latin 
chamomilla

 , from Greek 
khamaimēlon

 ‘earth apple’ (because of the applelike smell of its flowers).





chamomile tea

 
camomile






noun




an infusion of dried flowers of sweet chamomile.













Chamorro

 
/CHəˈmôrō/






noun



1.
 
a member of the indigenous people of the Mariana Islands (including Guam).




2.
 
the Austronesian language of the Chamorro.













champ1


 
/CHamp/





I.
 
verb




another term for chomp
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.





champ2


 
/CHamp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a champion.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





champagne

 
/SHamˈpān/






noun



1.
 
a white sparkling wine associated with celebration and regarded as a symbol of luxury, typically that made in the Champagne region of France.




2.
 
a pale cream or straw color.













Champagne

 
/SHamˈpān/






a former province in northeastern France that now corresponds to the Champagne-Ardenne administrative region. It is noted for the white sparkling wine first produced there in about 1700.









Champagne-Ardenne

 
/ˌSHamˌpānärˈden/






a region of northeastern France that consists of part of the Ardennes forest and the vine-growing area of Champagne.









champagne socialist





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who espouses socialist ideals while enjoying a wealthy and luxurious lifestyle.








II.
 
derivatives





champagne socialism






noun






















champaign

 
/SHamˈpān/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 open level countryside.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
champagne

 , from late Latin 
campania

 , based on Latin 
campus

 ‘level ground.’ Compare with campaign
 .





Champaign

 
/SHamˈpān/






a city in east central Illinois, home to the University of Illinois; pop. 79,389 (est. 2008).









champak

 
/ˈCHəmpək, ˈCHam-/





I.
 
noun




an Asian evergreen tree of the magnolia family, bearing fragrant orange flowers and sacred to Hindus and Buddhists.

[
Michelia champaca

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
campaka

 .





champerty

 
/ˈCHampərdē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 an illegal agreement in which a person with no previous interest in a lawsuit finances it with a view to sharing the disputed property if the suit succeeds.








II.
 
derivatives





champertous

 
/-təs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
champartie

 , from Old French 
champart

 ‘feudal lord's share of produce,’ from Latin 
campus

 ‘field’ + 
pars

 ‘part.’






champignon

 
/SHamˈpēnyən ˌSHämpēnˈyôn/





I.
 
noun




a small edible mushroom with a light brown cap, growing in short grass in both Eurasia and North America and widely grown commercially.

Also called meadow mushroom
 , field mushroom
 . [
Agaricus campestris

 , family 
Agaricaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, diminutive of Old French 
champagne

 ‘open country’ (see champaign
 ).






champion

 
/ˈCHampēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has defeated or surpassed all rivals in a competition, especially in sports


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a champion hurdler.










2.
 
a person who fights or argues for a cause or on behalf of someone else




•
 
a 
champion of

 women's rights.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a knight who fought in single combat on behalf of the monarch.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support the cause of; defend




•
 
priests who championed human rights.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a fighting man): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
campio(n-)

 ‘fighter,’ from Latin 
campus

 (see camp
 1
 ).





Champion, Gower

 
/ˈCHampēən/






(1921–80), US choreographer, dancer, and director; full name 
Gower Carlyle Champion

 . He danced with his wife 
Marge

 (1919–) on stage and in movies such as 
Jupiter's Darling

 (1955), and he choreographed Broadway musicals such as 
42nd Street

 (1980).









championship

 
/ˈCHampēənˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
a contest for the position of champion in a sport, often involving a series of games or matches.




2.
 
the position or title of winner in a contest or sport.




3.
 
the vigorous support or defense of someone or something




•
 
Alan's championship of his estranged wife.



















Champions League








‹trademark›

 the major annual competition for soccer clubs in Europe, administered by UEFA.









Champlain, Lake

 
/SHamˈplān/





I.
 
a lake in North America, east of the Adirondack Mountains. It forms part of the border between the states of New York and Vermont, and its northern tip extends into Quebec, Canada.







– origin

 named after Samuel de 
Champlain

 (see Champlain, Samuel de
 ), who reached it in 1609.






Champlain, Samuel de

 
/SHamˈplān/






(1567–1635), French explorer and colonial statesman. He established a settlement at Quebec in Canada in 1608 and developed alliances with the indigenous peoples. He was appointed lieutenant governor in 1612.









champlevé

 
/ˌSHämpləˈvā/





I.
 
noun




enamelwork in which hollows made in a metal surface are filled with colored enamel.











– origin

 French, from 
champ

 ‘field’ + 
levé

 ‘raised.’





Champollion, Jean-François

 
/ˌSHäNpôlˈyôN/






(1790–1832), French Egyptologist. He is noted for his success in deciphering some of the hieroglyphic inscriptions on the Rosetta Stone in 1822.









Champs-Élysées

 
/ˌSHänzˌālēˈzā/






an avenue in Paris, France, that extends from the Place de la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe.










chance

 
/CHans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a possibility of something happening




•
 
a chance of victory




•
 
there is little chance of his finding a job.










2.
 
(
chances

 )
 — the probability of something happening




•
 
he played down his chances of becoming chairman.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an opportunity to do or achieve something




•
 
I gave her a chance to answer.










4.
 
a ticket in a raffle or lottery.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 an opportunity to make a defensive play, which if missed counts as an error




•
 
541 straight chances without an error.










6.
 
the occurrence and development of events in the absence of any obvious design




•
 
he met his brother 
by chance






•
 
what a lucky chance that you are here.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
fortuitous; accidental




•
 
a chance meeting.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — do something by accident or without design




•
 
if they chanced to meet.










2.
 
(
chance upon/on

 )
 — find or see by accident




•
 
he chanced upon an interesting advertisement.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 do (something) despite its being dangerous or of uncertain outcome




•
 
she waited a few seconds and chanced another look.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
by any chance






possibly (used in tentative inquiries or suggestions)




•
 
were you looking for me by any chance?















2.
 
no chance








‹informal›

 there is no possibility of that




•
 
I asked if we could leave early and she said, “No chance.”















3.
 
on the (off) chance






just in case




•
 
Joan phoned at noon on the off chance that he'd be home.















4.
 
stand a chance






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — have a prospect of success or survival




•
 
his rivals don't stand a chance.















5.
 
take a chance (or chances)





a.
 
behave in a way that leaves one vulnerable to danger or failure.




b.
 
(
take a chance on

 )
 — put one's trust in (something or someone) knowing that it may not be safe or certain.









6.
 
take one's chances






do something risky with the hope of success.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cheance

 , from 
cheoir

 ‘fall, befall,’ based on Latin 
cadere

 .





chancel

 
/ˈCHansəl/





I.
 
noun




the part of a church near the altar, reserved for the clergy and choir, and typically separated from the nave by steps or a screen.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
cancelli

 ‘crossbars.’






chancellery

 
/ˈCHans(ə)lərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the position, office, or department of a chancellor.




2.
 
the official residence of a chancellor.




3.
 


(US)

 an office attached to an embassy or consulate.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chancellerie

 , from 
chancelier

 ‘secretary’ (see chancellor
 ).






chancellor

 
/ˈCHans(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a senior state or legal official.




2.
 
the head of the government in some European countries, such as Germany.




3.
 


(US)

 the presiding judge of a chancery court.




4.
 


(US)

 the president or chief administrative officer of a college or university.




5.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the nonresident honorary head of a college or university.




6.
 
a bishop's law officer.




7.
 
(
Chancellor

 )
 — short for Chancellor of the Exchequer
 .








II.
 
derivatives





chancellorship

 
/ˈCHans(ə)lərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English, from Old French 
cancelier

 , from late Latin 
cancellarius

 ‘porter, secretary’ (originally a court official stationed at the grating separating public from judges), from 
cancelli

 ‘crossbars.’






Chancellor of the Exchequer






noun




the finance minister of the United Kingdom, responsible for preparing the nation's annual budgets.













Chancellorsville

 
/ˈCHans(ə)lərzˌvil/






a historic locality in east central Virginia, west of Fredericksburg, site of a Civil War battle in May 1863.









chance-medley

 
/ˈCHansˌmedlē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹rare›

 the killing of a person accidentally in self-defense in a fight.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
chance medlee

 , literally ‘mixed chance,’ from 
chance

 ‘luck’ + 
medlee

 , feminine past participle of 
medler

 ‘to mix’ (based on Latin 
miscere

 ).





chancery

 
/ˈCHans(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a court of equity.




2.
 
equity.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the court of a bishop's chancellor.




4.
 
(
Chancery

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 the Lord Chancellor's court, a division of the High Court of Justice.




5.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an office attached to an embassy or consulate.




6.
 
a public records office.











– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of chancellery
 .





Chan-chiang

 
/ˌjänjēˈäNG/






variant of Zhanjiang
 .









chancre

 
/ˈkaNGkər ˈSHaNGkər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a painless ulcer, particularly one developing on the genitals as a result of venereal disease.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
cancer

 ‘creeping ulcer.’






chancroid

 
/ˈkaNGkˌroid ˈSHaNGkˌroid/






noun




a venereal infection causing ulceration of the lymph nodes in the groin.

Also called soft chancre
 .













chancy

 
/ˈCHansē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 subject to unpredictable changes and circumstances




•
 
the screening process was likely to be chancy and unreliable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chancily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
chanciness






noun






















chandelier

 
/ˌSHandəˈlir/





I.
 
noun




a decorative hanging light with branches for several light bulbs or candles.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
chandelle

 ‘candle,’ from Latin 
candela

 , from 
candere

 ‘be white, glisten.’





chandelier earring






noun




a long, elaborate dangling earring, typically consisting of various tiers of gemstones, crystals, beads, etc.




•
 
a statement necklace or chandelier earrings can add sophistication to casual attire.



















chandelle

 
/SHanˈdel, SHäN-/





I.
 
noun




a steep climbing turn executed in an aircraft to gain height while changing the direction of flight.











– origin

 1970s: from French, literally ‘candle.’





Chandigarh

 
/ˌCHəndēˈɡär/





I.
 
a Union Territory in northwestern India, created in 1966.




II.
 
a city in the territory of Chandigarh; pop. 1,033,700 (est. 2009). The present city was designed in 1950 by Le Corbusier as a new capital for the Punjab and is now the capital of the states of Punjab and Haryana.









chandler

 
/ˈCHan(d)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
ship chandler

 )
 — a dealer in supplies and equipment for ships and boats.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a dealer in household items such as oil, soap, paint, and groceries.




3.
 
a person who makes and sells candles.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a candlemaker or candle seller): from Old French 
chandelier

 , from 
chandelle

 ‘candle’ (see chandelier
 ).





Chandler

 
/ˈCHan(d)lər/






a city in south central Arizona, a suburb and resort southeast of Phoenix; pop. 247,140 (est. 2008).









Chandler, Raymond






(1888–1959), US novelist; full name 
Raymond Thornton Chandler

 . Much of his work, written in a tough and realistic style, features the private detective Philip Marlowe. Notable novels: 
The Big Sleep

 (1939), 
Farewell, My Lovely

 (1940), and 
The Long Goodbye

 (1953).









chandlery

 
/ˈCHan(d)lərē/






noun



1.
 
the warehouse or store of a chandler.




2.
 
goods sold by a chandler.













Chandragupta Maurya

 
/ˌCHəndrəˌɡo͝optə ˈmourēə/






(
c.

 325–297 
BC

 ), Indian emperor. He founded the Mauryan empire and annexed provinces in Afghanistan from Alexander's Greek successors.









Chandrasekhar, Subrahmanyan

 
/ˌCHəndrəˈsākər/






(1910–95), US astronomer; born in India. He suggested that some stars could eventually collapse to form a dense white dwarf, provided that their mass does not exceed an upper limit (the 
Chandrasekhar limit

 ).









Chanel, Coco

 
/SHəˈnel/






(1883–1971), French couturière; born 
Gabrielle Bonheur Chanel

 . Her simple but sophisticated garments were a radical departure from the stiff corseted styles of the day.









Chaney

 
/ˈCHānē/





I.
 
the name of a family of US actors, notably:




II.
 


Lon

 (1883–1930); full name 
Alonso Chaney

 . A silent film star known as 
the Man of a Thousand Faces

 , he played a wide variety of deformed villains and macabre characters in more than 150 movies, including 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame

 (1923) and 
The Phantom of the Opera

 (1925).




III.
 


Lon, Jr.

 (1906–1973), Lon's son; born 
Creighton Tull Chaney

 . He played the lead in a number of horror movies, such as 
The Wolf Man

 (1941) and 
Son of Dracula

 (1943).










Changan

 
/ˌCHäNGˈän/






former name of Xian
 .









Chang-chiakow

 
/jäNGˈjēäkō/






variant of Zhangjiakou
 .









Changchun

 
/ˌCHäNGˈCHo͝on/






an industrial city in northeastern China, capital of Jilin province; pop. 2,455,900 (est. 2006).










change

 
/CHānj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become different


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a proposal to change the law




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a Virginia creeper just beginning to 
change from

 green 
to

 gold.










2.
 
make or become a different substance entirely; transform


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
filters 
change

 the ammonia 
into

 nitrate




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
computer graphics can show cars changing into cheetahs.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — alter in terms of




•
 
the ferns began to 
change shape

 .










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of traffic lights) move from one color of signal to another.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the moon) arrive at a fresh phase; become new.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take or use another instead of




•
 
she decided to change her name.










7.
 
move from one to another




•
 
she changed jobs incessantly




•
 
change sides.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move to a different train, airplane, or subway line.




9.
 
give up (something) in exchange for something else




•
 
we 
changed

 the shades 
for

 vertical blinds.










10.
 
remove (something dirty or faulty) and replace it with another of the same kind




•
 
change a light bulb.










11.
 
put a clean diaper on (a baby or young child).




12.
 
engage a different gear in a motor vehicle




•
 
wait for a gap and then change gears




•
 


‹figurative›

 with business concluded, the convention changes gear and a gigantic circus takes over the town.










13.
 
exchange (a sum of money) for the same amount in smaller denominations or in coins, or for different currency.




14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — put different clothes on




•
 
he changed for dinner.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the act or instance of making or becoming different




•
 
the 
change from

 a nomadic 
to

 an agricultural society




•
 
environmental change.










2.
 
the substitution of one thing for another




•
 
a change of venue.










3.
 
an alteration or modification




•
 
a change came over Eddie's face.










4.
 
a new or refreshingly different experience




•
 
couscous makes an interesting change from rice.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a clean garment or garments as a replacement for clothes one is wearing




•
 


a change of

 socks.










6.
 
(
the change

 or 
the change of life

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 menopause.




7.
 
the moon's arrival at a fresh phase, typically at the new moon.




8.
 


[Baseball]

 another term for change-up
 .




9.
 
coins as opposed to paper currency




•
 
a handful of loose change.










10.
 
money given in exchange for the same amount in larger denominations.




11.
 
money returned to someone as the balance of the amount paid for something




•
 
I watched him pocket the change.










12.
 
(usu. 
changes

 )
 — an order in which a peal of bells can be rung.




13.
 
(
Change

 or 
'Change

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a place where merchants met to do business.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
change color






blanch or flush.









2.
 
change hands





a.
 
(of a business or building) pass to a different owner.




b.
 
(of money or a marketable commodity) pass to another person during a business transaction




•
 
no money has changed hands.















3.
 
change one's mind






adopt a different opinion or plan.









4.
 
a change of heart






a move to a different opinion or attitude.









5.
 
change places






exchange places or roles




•
 
under the bishop's plan, he and I were to change places.















6.
 
change step






(in marching) alter one's step so that the opposite leg marks time.









7.
 
change the subject






begin talking about something different, especially to avoid embarrassment or the divulgence of confidences.









8.
 
change one's tune






express a different opinion or behave in a different way.









9.
 
for a change






contrary to how things usually happen; for variety




•
 
it's nice to be pampered for a change.















10.
 
ring the changes






vary the ways of expressing, arranging, or doing something.

[with allusion to bell-ringing and the different orders in which a peal of bells may be rung.]












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
change off






take turns.









2.
 
change over






move from one system or situation to another




•
 
crop farmers have to 
change over to

 dairy farming.


















V.
 
derivatives





changeful

 
/ˈCHānjf(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
change

 (noun), 
changer

 (verb), from late Latin 
cambiare

 , from Latin 
cambire

 ‘barter,’ probably of Celtic origin.





changeable

 
/ˈCHānjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
irregular; inconstant




•
 
the weather will be changeable, with rain at times.










2.
 
able to change or be changed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
changeability

 
/ˌCHānjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
changeableness

 
/ˈCHānjəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
changeably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















changeless

 
/ˈCHānjləs/





I.
 
adjective




remaining the same.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
changelessly






adverb













2.
 
changelessness

 
/ˈCHānjləsnəs /






noun





















changeling

 
/ˈCHānjliNG/






noun




a child believed to have been secretly substituted by fairies for the parents' real child in infancy.













change management






noun



1.
 
the management of change and development within a business or similar organization.




2.
 
the controlled identification and implementation of required changes within a computer system.













changeout

 
/ˈCHānjout/






noun




the replacement of a spent, used, dysfunctional or otherwise inferior part or object with a new one.













changeover

 
/ˈCHānjˌōvər/






noun




a change from one system or situation to another.













change purse

 
/CHānj pərs/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small strapless purse used for carrying money.













changer

 
/ˈCHānjər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that changes something.




2.
 
a device that holds several computer disks or compact discs and is able to switch between them.













change-ringing

 
/ˈCHānjˌriNGiNG/





I.
 
noun




the ringing of sets of church bells or handbells in a constantly varying order.








II.
 
derivatives





change-ringer






noun






















change-up

 
/ˈCHānjˌəp/






noun






[Baseball]

 a deceptively slow pitch intended to throw off the batter's timing.














Chang Jiang

 
/ˌCHäNG jēˈäNG/






another name for Yangtze
 .









Changsha

 
/ˌCHaNGˈSHä/






the capital of Hunan province in eastern central China; pop. 1,731,900 (est. 2006).









Changzhou

 
/ˌCHäNGˈjō/






a city in Jiangsu province in eastern China, on the Grand Canal, north of Shanghai; pop. 1,103,900 (est. 2006).










channel

 
/ˈCHanl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of water wider than a strait, joining two larger areas of water, especially two seas.




2.
 
the navigable part of a waterway




•
 
buoys marked the safe limits of the channel.










3.
 
a hollow bed for a natural or artificial waterway.




4.
 
(
the Channel

 )
 — the English Channel.




5.
 
a tubular passage or duct for liquid.




6.
 
an electric circuit that acts as a path for a signal




•
 
an audio channel.










7.
 


[Electronics]

 the semiconductor region in a field-effect transistor that forms the main current path between the source and the drain.




8.
 
a band of frequencies used in radio and television transmission, especially as used by a particular station.




9.
 
a service or station using a particular frequency




•
 
a shopping channel.










10.
 
a medium for communication or the passage of information




•
 
they didn't apply through the proper channels.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct toward a particular end or object




•
 
advertisers channel money into radio.










2.
 
guide along a particular route or through a specified medium




•
 
many countries 
channel

 their aid 
through

 charities.










3.
 
(of a person) serve as a medium for (a spirit).




4.
 
emulate or seem to be inspired by




•
 
Meg Ryan plays Avery as if she's channeling Nicole Kidman.










5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
channeled

 )
 — form channels or grooves in




•
 
the lower jawbone is deeply channeled.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chanel

 , from Latin 
canalis

 ‘pipe, groove, channel,’ from 
canna

 ‘reed’ (see cane
 ). Compare with canal
 .





channel cat

 
channel catfish






noun




a common North American freshwater catfish that has a pale blue to olive back with dark spots.

[
Ictalurus punctatus

 , family 
Ictaluridae

 .]













channel-hop

 
/ˈCHanl häp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 another term for channel-surf
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 travel across the English Channel and back frequently or for only a brief trip.








II.
 
derivatives





channel-hopper






noun






















Channel Islands

 
//





I.
 
a group of islands in the English Channel off the northwestern coast of France, classed as British Crown dependencies; pop. 200,000 (est. 2007). The largest are Jersey, Guernsey, and Alderney.




II.
 
another name for the Santa Barbara Islands
 in California.









channelize

 
/ˈCHanlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for channel
 
(

 verb).














channel-surf

 
/ˈCHanlˌsərf/





I.
 
verb






‹informal›

 change frequently from one television channel to another, using a remote control device.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
channel-surfer






noun













2.
 
channel-surfing

 
/ˈCHanlˌsərfiNG /






noun






















Channel Tunnel






a railroad tunnel under the English Channel that extends for 31 miles (49 km) and links England and France. The tunnel (popularly called the Chunnel) opened in 1994 after eight years of construction to link Holywell, near Folkestone, England, and Sangatte, near Calais, France.










chanson

 
/SHänˈsôn/





I.
 
noun




a French song.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
cantio(n-)

 ‘singing,’ from 
canere

 ‘sing.’





chanson de geste

 
/SHänˌsôn də ˈZHest/





I.
 
noun




a medieval historical romance in French verse, typically one connected with Charlemagne.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘song of heroic deeds,’ from 
chanson

 ‘song’ (see chanson
 ) and 
geste

 from Latin 
gesta

 ‘actions, exploits.’






chant

 
/CHant/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a repeated rhythmic phrase, typically one shouted or sung in unison by a crowd.




2.
 
a monotonous or repetitive song, typically an incantation or part of a ritual.




3.
 


[Music]

 a short musical passage in two or more phrases used for singing unmetrical words; a psalm or canticle sung to such music.




4.
 
the style of music consisting of chants




•
 
Gregorian chant.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or shout repeatedly in a singsong tone




•
 
protesters were chanting slogans




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
the crowd chanted, “No violence!”










2.
 
sing or intone (a psalm, canticle, or sacred text).











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘sing’): from Old French 
chanter

 ‘sing,’ from Latin 
cantare

 , frequentative of 
canere

 ‘sing.’





chanter

 
/ˈCHan(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who chants something.




2.
 


[Music]

 the pipe of a bagpipe with finger holes, on which the melody is played.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
chanteor

 , from Latin 
cantator

 , from 
cantare

 (see chant
 ).





chanterelle

 
/ˌSHan(t)əˈrel ˌSHän(t)əˈrel/





I.
 
noun




an edible woodland mushroom with a yellow funnel-shaped cap and a faint smell of apricots, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Cantharellus cibarius

 , family 
Cantharellaceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
cantharellus

 , diminutive of 
cantharus

 , from Greek 
kantharos

 , denoting a kind of drinking container.





chanteuse

 
/ˌSHänˈto͞oz/





I.
 
noun




a female singer of popular songs, especially in a nightclub.











– origin

 French, from 
chanter

 ‘sing.’






chantey

 
/ˈSHan(t)ē /

 
chanty
 , shanty
 , sea chantey





I.
 
noun




a song with alternating solo and chorus, of a kind originally sung by sailors while performing physical labor together.











– origin

 mid 19th. cent.: probably from French 
chantez!

 ‘sing!,’ imperative plural of 
chanter

 .





chanticleer

 
/ˈCHantəˌkli(ə)r, ˈSHant-/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a name given to a rooster, especially in fairy tales.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
Chantecler

 , the name of the cock in the fable 
Reynard the Fox

 , from 
chanter

 ‘sing, crow’ (see chant
 ) + 
cler

 ‘clear.’





Chantilly lace

 
/SHanˈtilē/





I.
 
noun




a delicate kind of bobbin lace.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Chantilly

 , a town near Paris.





chanting goshawk






noun




a long-legged African hawk with pale gray upper parts, throat, and breast, noted for its prolonged musical fluting call delivered from a treetop perch.

[Genus 
Melierax

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : three species.]













chantry

 
/ˈCHantrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an endowment for a priest or priests to celebrate masses for the founder's soul.




2.
 
a chapel, altar, or other part of a church endowed for priests to celebrate masses for the founder's soul.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
chanterie

 , from 
chanter

 ‘to sing.’





Chanute, Octave

 
/SHəˈno͞ot/






(1832–1910), US aviation pioneer; born in France. From 1898, he produced a number of gliders, including a biplane that made over 700 flights. He assisted the Wright brothers in making the world's first controlled powered flight.









Chao Phraya

 
/ˌCHou ˈprīə/






a major waterway in central Thailand that is formed by the junction of the Ping and Nan rivers.










chaos

 
/ˈkāˌäs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
complete disorder and confusion




•
 
snow caused chaos in the region.










2.
 


[Physics]

 behavior so unpredictable as to appear random, owing to great sensitivity to small changes in conditions.




3.
 
the formless matter supposed to have existed before the creation of the universe.




4.
 
(
Chaos

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 the first created being, from which came the primeval deities Gaia, Tartarus, Erebus, and Nyx.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a gaping void or chasm, later formless primordial matter): via French and Latin from Greek 
khaos

 ‘vast chasm, void.’





chaos theory






noun




the branch of mathematics that deals with complex systems whose behavior is highly sensitive to slight changes in conditions, so that small alterations can give rise to strikingly great consequences.













chaotic

 
/kāˈädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a state of complete confusion and disorder




•
 
a chaotic jumble of spools, tapes, and books.










2.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to systems that exhibit chaos.








II.
 
derivatives





chaotically

 
/kāˈädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from chaos
 , on the pattern of words such as 
hypnotic

 .





chaotic attractor






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for strange attractor
 .














chap1


 
/CHap/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the skin) become cracked, rough, or sore, typically through exposure to cold weather.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
chapped

 )
 — (of the wind or cold) cause (skin) to crack through exposure to cold weather




•
 
chapped lips.














II.
 
noun




a cracked or sore patch on the skin.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






chap2


 
/CHap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a man or a boy.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a friendly form of address between men and boys




•
 
best of luck, old chap.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a buyer or customer): abbreviation of chapman
 . The current sense dates from the early 18th cent.






chap3


 
/CHap/





I.
 
noun




(usu. 
chaps

 )
 — the lower jaw or half of the cheek, especially that of a pig used as food.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin. Compare with chops
 .





chap.






abbreviation




chapter.














chaparajos

 
/ˌSHapəˈrā-ōs, -ˈrāəs /

 
chaparejos





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 full form of chaps
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Mexican Spanish 
chaparreras

 , from 
chaparra

 (with reference to protection from thorny vegetation: see chaparral
 ); probably influenced by Spanish 
aparejo

 ‘equipment.’






chaparral

 
/ˌSHapəˈral/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 vegetation consisting chiefly of tangled shrubs and thorny bushes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, from 
chaparra

 ‘dwarf evergreen oak.’





chapati

 
/CHəˈpädē /

 
chapatti





I.
 
noun




(in Indian cooking) a thin pancake of unleavened whole-grain bread cooked on a griddle.











– origin

 from Hindi 
capātī

 , from 
capānā

 ‘flatten, roll out.’





chapbook

 
/ˈCHapˌbo͝ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small pamphlet containing tales, ballads, or tracts, sold by peddlers.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a small paperback booklet, typically containing poems or fiction.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from chapman
 + book
 .






chape

 
/CHāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the metal point of a scabbard.




2.
 
the metal pin of a buckle.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘plate of metal overlaying or trimming something’): from Old French, literally ‘cape, hood,’ from late Latin 
cappa

 ‘cap.’





chapeau

 
/SHaˈpō/





I.
 
noun




a hat or cap.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from Latin 
cappellum

 , diminutive of 
cappa

 ‘cap.’






chapel

 
/ˈCHapəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small building for Christian worship, typically one attached to an institution or private house




•
 
a service in the chapel




•
 
attendance 
at chapel

 was compulsory.










2.
 
a part of a large church or cathedral with its own altar and dedication.




3.
 
a room or building in which funeral services are held.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a place of worship for certain Protestant denominations.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Printing]

 the members or branch of a labor union at a particular place of work.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chapele

 , from medieval Latin 
cappella

 , diminutive of 
cappa

 ‘cap or cape’ (the first chapel being a sanctuary in which St. Martin's cloak was preserved).





Chapel Hill






a town in north central North Carolina, home to the University of North Carolina as well as many research facilities; pop. 52,542 (est. 2008).









chapel of ease






noun




a chapel situated for the convenience of parishioners living a long distance from the parish church.














chaperone

 
/ˈSHapəˌrōn /

 
chaperon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who accompanies and looks after another person or group of people.




2.
 


‹dated›

 an older woman responsible for the decorous behavior of a young unmarried girl at social occasions.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accompany and look after or supervise.








III.
 
derivatives





chaperonage

 
/ˈSHapəˌrōnij /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a hood or cap, regarded as giving protection): from French, feminine of 
chaperon

 ‘hood,’ diminutive of 
chape

 (see chape
 ). The current sense dates from the early 18th cent.





chaperonin

 
/ˌSHapəˈrōnən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that aids the assembly and folding of other protein molecules in living cells.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from chaperone
 + -in
 1
 .





chapfallen

 
/ˈCHapˌfôlən /

 
chopfallen





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 with one's lower jaw hanging due to extreme exhaustion or dejection.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from chap
 3
 .






chaplain

 
/ˈCHaplən/





I.
 
noun




a member of the clergy attached to a private chapel, institution, ship, branch of the armed forces, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





chaplaincy

 
/ˈCHaplənsē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chapelain

 , from medieval Latin 
cappellanus

 , originally denoting a custodian of the cloak of St. Martin, from 
cappella

 , originally ‘little cloak’ (see chapel
 ).





chaplet

 
/ˈCHaplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a garland or wreath for a person's head.




2.
 
a string of 55 beads (one third of the rosary number) for counting prayers, or as a necklace.




3.
 
a metal support for the core of a hollow casting mold.








II.
 
derivatives





chapleted






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
chapelet

 , diminutive of 
chapel

 ‘hat,’ based on late Latin 
cappa

 ‘cap.’





Chaplin, Charlie

 
/ˈCHaplən/






(1889–1977), English movie actor and director; full name 
Sir Charles Spencer Chaplin

 . He directed and starred in many short silent comedies, mostly playing a bowler-hatted tramp, a character that was his trademark for more than 25 years. Notable movies: 
The Kid

 (1921) and 
The Gold Rush

 (1925).










chapman

 
/ˈCHapmən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a peddler.











– origin

 Old English 
cēapman

 , from 
cēap

 ‘bargaining, trade’ (see cheap
 ) + man
 .





Chappaquiddick Island

 
/ˌCHapəˌkwidik ˈīlənd/






a small island in southern Massachusetts, just off the southeastern coast of Martha's Vineyard, the scene of a car accident in 1969 that involved Senator Edward Kennedy in which his assistant 
Mary Jo Kopechne

 drowned.









chappie

 
/ˈCHapē/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for chap
 2
 .














chaps

 
/CHaps/





I.
 
plural noun




leather pants without a seat, worn by a cowboy over ordinary pants to protect the legs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: short for chaparajos
 .





Chap Stick






noun






‹trademark›

 a small stick of a cosmetic substance used to prevent chapping of the lips.













chaptalization

 
/ˌSHaptələˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




(in winemaking) the correction or improvement of must by the addition of calcium carbonate to neutralize acid, or of sugar to increase alcoholic strength.








II.
 
derivatives





chaptalize

 
/ˈSHaptəˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of Jean A. 
Chaptal

 (1756–1832), the French chemist who invented the process, + 
-ization

 (see -ize
 ).





chapter

 
/ˈCHaptər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a main division of a book, typically with a number or title.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a local branch of a society




•
 
the local chapter of the American Cancer Society.










3.
 
the governing body of a religious community, especially a cathedral or a knightly order.




4.
 
a period of time or an episode in a person's life, a nation's history, etc.




•
 
a tragic chapter in European history.










5.
 
a series or sequence




•
 
the latest episode in a chapter of problems.














II.
 
phrases





chapter and verse






an exact reference or authority




•
 
she can give chapter and verse on current legislation.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chapitre

 , from Latin 
capitulum

 , diminutive of 
caput

 ‘head.’





Chapter 11





I.
 
noun






(US)

 protection from creditors given to a company in financial difficulties for a limited period to allow it to reorganize.











– origin

 with allusion to Chapter 11 of the US bankruptcy code.





Chapter 13





I.
 
noun




protection from creditors granted to individuals who legally file for bankruptcy, providing for repayment of debts by a court-approved plan.











– origin

 with allusion to Chapter 13 of the US bankruptcy code.





Chapter 7





I.
 
noun




protection from creditors granted to individuals or companies who legally file for bankruptcy, providing for liquidation of certain assets to pay debts.











– origin

 with allusion to Chapter 7 of the US bankruptcy code.





chapter house






noun



1.
 
a building used for the meetings of the canons of a cathedral or other religious community.




2.
 


(US)

 a place where a college fraternity or sorority meets.













Chapultepec

 
/CHəˈpo͞oltəˌpek/






a hill (“Grasshopper Hill”) in the major park of Mexico City in Mexico. It is the ancient seat of Aztec emperors and is surmounted by a castle that was captured by US forces in September 1847.









char1


 
/CHär/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
partially burn (an object) so as to blacken its surface




•
 
their bodies were badly charred in the fire




•
 (as 
adj.

 
charred

 )
 
charred remains.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object) become blackened or discolored by partial burning.








II.
 
noun




material that has been charred.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently a back-formation from charcoal
 .





char2


 
/CHär /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




a charwoman.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work as a charwoman.














char3


 
/CHär /

 
cha
 , chai





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 tea.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as 
cha

 ; rare before the early 20th cent.): from Chinese (Mandarin dialect) 
chá

 .






char4


 
/CHär /

 
charr






noun




a troutlike freshwater or marine fish of northern countries, widely valued as a food and game fish.

[Genus 
Salvelinus

 , family 
Salmonidae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
brook trout

 (
S. fontinalis

 ), which has been introduced widely elsewhere, and the red-bellied 
Arctic char

 (
S. alpinus

 ), which occurs in Arctic waters as well as landlocked lakes.]













charabanc

 
/ˈSHarəbaNG/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an early form of bus, used typically for pleasure trips.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
char-à-bancs

 ‘carriage with benches’ (the original horse-drawn charabancs having rows of bench seats).





characin

 
/ˈkerəsən/





I.
 
noun




a small and brightly colored freshwater fish native to Africa and tropical America.

[Family 
Characidae

 : numerous species, including the piranhas and popular aquarium fishes such as the tetras.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Characinus

 (genus name), from Greek 
kharax

 , literally ‘pointed stake,’ denoting a kind of fish.





character

 
/ˈkerəktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the mental and moral qualities distinctive to an individual




•
 
running away was not in keeping with her character.










2.
 
the distinctive nature of something




•
 
gas lamps give the area its character.










3.
 
the quality of being individual, typically in an interesting or unusual way




•
 
the island is full of character.










4.
 
strength and originality in a person's nature




•
 
she had character as well as beauty.










5.
 
a person's good reputation




•
 
to what do I owe this attack on my character?










6.
 


‹dated›

 a written statement of someone's good qualities; a recommendation.




7.
 
a person in a novel, play, or movie.




8.
 
a part played by an actor.




9.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person seen in terms of a particular aspect of character




•
 
he was a larger-than-life character




•
 
shady characters.










10.
 


‹informal›

 an interesting or amusing individual




•
 
he's a real character.










11.
 
a printed or written letter or symbol.




12.
 


[Computing]

 a symbol representing a letter or number.




13.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 a characteristic, especially one that assists in the identification of a species.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 inscribe; engrave.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 describe; characterize




•
 
you have well charactered him.














III.
 
phrases





in (or out of) character






in keeping (or not in keeping) with someone's usual pattern of behavior.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
characterful

 
/-fəl /






adjective













2.
 
characterfully






adverb













3.
 
characterless

 
/ˈker(ə)ktərˌləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
caractere

 , via Latin from Greek 
kharaktēr

 ‘a stamping tool.’ From the early sense ‘distinctive mark’ arose ‘token, feature, or trait’ (early 16th cent.), and from this ‘a description, esp. of a person's qualities,’ giving rise to ‘distinguishing qualities.’





character actor

 
/ˈker(ə)ktər ˈaktər/






noun




an actor who specializes in playing eccentric or unusual people rather than leading roles.













character assassination

 
/ˈker(ə)ktər əˌsasnˈāSHən/






noun




the malicious and unjustified harming of a person's good reputation.













character-building

 
character-forming






adjective




requiring effort or endurance to a degree that strengthens or improves a person's character




•
 
the national tour proved to be a tremendous character-building experience




•
 
the character-forming benefits of National Service.



















character code






noun






[Computing]

 the binary code used to represent a letter or number.













character dance





I.
 
noun




a style of ballet deriving inspiration from national or folk dances, or interpreting and representing a particular profession, mode of living, or personality. The movements used tend to be less stylized than in classical ballet, allowing greater individual expression and diversity.








II.
 
derivatives





character dancer






noun





















characteristic

 
/ˌker(ə)ktəˈristik/





I.
 
adjective




typical of a particular person, place, or thing




•
 
large farms are characteristic of this area.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a feature or quality belonging typically to a person, place, or thing and serving to identify it




•
 
inherited characteristics such as blood groups.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the whole number or integral part of a logarithm, which gives the order of magnitude of the original number.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
caractéristique

 or medieval Latin 
characteristicus

 , from Greek 
kharaktēristikos

 , from 
kharaktēr

 ‘a stamping tool.’





characteristically

 
/ˌkerəktəˈristiklē/






adverb




in a way that is typical of a particular person, place, or thing




•
 
he characteristically helped an old man




•
 
his response was characteristically blunt.



















characteristic curve






noun




a graph showing the relationship between two variable but interdependent quantities.













characteristic function






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function whose result is one for the members of a given set and zero for all nonmembers.













characterization

 
/ˌkerəktərīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the creation or construction of a fictional character




•
 
he preferred to emphasize characterization and human conflict




•
 
the film's narrative elegance and richly developed characterizations.










2.
 
a description of the distinctive nature or features of someone or something




•
 
she rejected that characterization of her film.



















characterize

 
/ˈkerəktəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe the distinctive nature or features of




•
 
the historian characterized the period as the decade of revolution.










2.
 
(of a feature or quality) be typical or characteristic of




•
 
the disease is 
characterized by

 weakening of the immune system.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘engrave, inscribe’): from French 
caractériser

 or medieval Latin 
characterizare

 , from Greek 
kharaktērizein

 , from 
kharaktēr

 ‘a stamping tool.’





character part

 
/ˈker(ə)ktər pärt/






noun




a part played by a character actor.













character recognition






noun




the identification by electronic means of printed or written characters.













character string






noun




a linear sequence of characters, typically one stored in or processed by a computer.













character witness






noun




a person who attests to another's moral conduct and good reputation in a court of law.













charactery

 
/ˈkerəktərē/






noun






‹literary›

 the expression of thought by symbols or characters; the symbols or characters collectively.













charade

 
/SHəˈrād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an absurd pretense intended to create a pleasant or respectable appearance




•
 
talk of unity was nothing more than a charade.










2.
 
(
charades

 )
 — a game in which players guess a word or phrase from pantomimed clues.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from modern Provençal 
charrado

 ‘conversation,’ from 
charra

 ‘chatter,’ perhaps of imitative origin.





charango

 
/CHəˈraNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a small Andean guitar, traditionally made from an armadillo shell.











– origin

 1920s: from South American Spanish.





charas

 
/ˈCHärəs/





I.
 
noun




a psychoactive resin from the flower heads of hemp; cannabis resin.











– origin

 from Hindi 
caras

 .





charbroil

 
/ˈCHärˌbroil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
charbroiled

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 grill (food, especially meat) on a rack over charcoal




•
 
charbroiled steak.

















– origin

 1950s: blend of charcoal
 and broil
 1
 .






charcoal

 
/ˈCHärˌkōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a porous black solid, consisting of an amorphous form of carbon, obtained as a residue when wood, bone, or other organic matter is heated in the absence of air.




2.
 
briquettes of charcoal used for barbecuing




•
 
lamb grilled on charcoal.










3.
 
a drawing made using charcoal.




4.
 
a dark gray color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
his charcoal sweater.














II.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
adj.

 
charcoaled

 )


1.
 
cook over charcoal




•
 
charcoaled lobster.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably related to coal
 in the early sense ‘charcoal.’





charcoal burner

 
/ˈCHärˌkōl ˈbərnər/






noun



1.
 
a small stove using charcoal as fuel.




2.
 
a person who makes charcoal.













charcoal filter






noun




a filter containing charcoal to absorb impurities.













charcoal gray

 


‹Brit.›

 charcoal grey






noun




a very dark gray color




•
 
she gave me a long skirt to try, in charcoal gray




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a sophisticated charcoal-gray coat.



















Charcot, Jean-Martin

 
/SHärˈkō/






(1825–93), French neurologist; regarded as one of the founders of modern neurology. His work on hysteria was adopted by his student Sigmund Freud.









charcuterie

 
/ˌSHärˈko͞odərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cold cooked meats collectively.




2.
 
a store selling cold cooked meats.











– origin

 French, from obsolete 
char

 (earlier form of 
chair

 ) ‘flesh’ + 
cuite

 ‘cooked.’





chard

 
/CHärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a beet of a variety with broad white leaf stalks that may be prepared and eaten separately from the green parts of the leaf.




2.
 
the blanched shoots of other plants, eaten as a vegetable, e.g., globe artichoke.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
carde

 , perhaps influenced by 
chardon

 ‘thistle.’





Chardonnay

 
/ˌSHärdəˈnā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white wine grape used for making champagne and other wines.




2.
 
a wine made from the Chardonnay grape.











– origin

 French.





Charentais

 
/ˌSHärənˈtā /

 
Charentais melon





I.
 
noun




a small melon with a pale green rind and orange flesh.











– origin

 French, literally ‘from the Charentes region.’





Charente

 
/SHäˈrän(t)/






a river in western France that rises in the Massif Central and flows west for 225 miles (360 km) to the Bay of Biscay at Rochefort.










charge

 
/CHärj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demand (an amount) as a price from someone for a service rendered or goods supplied




•
 
the restaurant charged $15 for dinner




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he charged me 2 euros for the postcard




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
museums should 
charge for

 admission.










2.
 
(
charge something to

 )
 — record the cost of something as an amount payable by (someone) or on (an account)




•
 
they charge the calls to their credit-card accounts.










3.
 
accuse (someone) of something, especially an offense under law




•
 
they were 
charged with

 assault.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — make an accusation or assertion that




•
 
opponents 
charged that

 below-cost pricing would reduce safety.










5.
 


[Law]

 accuse someone of (an offense).




6.
 
entrust (someone) with a task as a duty or responsibility




•
 
the committee was 
charged with

 reshaping the educational system.










7.
 
store electrical energy in (a battery or battery-operated device)




•
 
the shaver can be 
charged up

 and used while traveling.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a battery or battery-operated device) receive and store electrical energy.




9.
 
load or fill (a container, gun, etc.) to the full or proper extent




•
 
will you see to it that your glasses are charged?










10.
 
fill or pervade (something) with a quality or emotion




•
 
the air was 
charged with

 menace.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rush forward in attack




•
 
the plan is to charge headlong at the enemy.










12.
 
rush aggressively toward (someone or something) in attack.




13.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move quickly and with impetus




•
 
Henry charged up the staircase.










14.
 


[Heraldry]

 place a heraldic bearing on




•
 
a pennant argent, charged with a cross gules.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a price asked for goods or services




•
 
an admission charge.










2.
 
a financial liability or commitment




•
 
an asset of $550,000 should have been taken as 
a charge on

 earnings.










3.
 
an accusation, typically one formally made against a prisoner brought to trial




•
 
he appeared in court 
on a charge of

 attempted murder




•
 
three people were arrested but released 
without charge

 .










4.
 
the responsibility of taking care or control of someone or something




•
 
the people 
in her charge

 are pupils and not experimental subjects.










5.
 
a person or thing entrusted to the care of someone




•
 
the babysitter watched over her charges.










6.
 


‹dated›

 a responsibility or onerous duty assigned to someone.




7.
 
an official instruction, especially one given by a judge to a jury regarding points of law.




8.
 
the property of matter that is responsible for electrical phenomena, existing in a positive or negative form.




9.
 
the quantity of matter responsible for electrical phenomena carried by a body.




10.
 
energy stored chemically for conversion into electricity.




11.
 
an act or process of storing electrical energy in a battery.




12.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a thrill




•
 
I 
get a

 real 
charge out of

 working hard.










13.
 
a quantity of explosive to be detonated, typically in order to fire a gun or similar weapon.




14.
 
a headlong rush forward, typically one made by attacking soldiers in battle




•
 
a cavalry charge.










15.
 


[Heraldry]

 a device or bearing placed on a shield or crest.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
free of charge






without any payment due.









2.
 
in charge






in control or with overall responsibility




•
 
he was 
in charge of

 civil aviation matters.















3.
 
press (or prefer) charges






accuse someone formally of a crime so that they can be brought to trial.









4.
 
take charge






assume control or responsibility




•
 
the candidate must 
take charge of

 an actual flight.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chargeable

 
/ˈCHärjəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
chargee






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general senses ‘to load’ and ‘a load’): from Old French 
charger

 (verb), 
charge

 (noun), from late Latin 
carricare

 , 
carcare

 ‘to load,’ from Latin 
carrus

 ‘wheeled vehicle.’





charge account

 
/ˈCHärj əˌkount/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an account to which goods and services may be charged on credit.













chargeback

 
/ˈCHärjbak/






noun



1.
 
a demand by a credit-card provider for a retailer to make good the loss on a fraudulent or disputed transaction.




2.
 
(in business use) an act or policy of allocating the cost of an organization's centrally located resources to the individuals or departments that use them.













charge card

 
/ˈCHärj ˌkärd/






noun




a credit card for use with an account that must be paid when a statement is issued.














charge carrier






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a particle that carries an electric charge.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a mobile electron or hole by which an electric charge passes through a semiconductor.













charge conjugation






noun






[Physics]

 the operation of changing every particle into its antiparticle.













charged

 
/CHärjd/






adjective



1.
 
having an electric charge.




2.
 
filled with excitement, tension, or emotion




•
 
the highly charged atmosphere created by the boycott.



















chargé d'affaires

 
/SHärˌZHā däˈfer /

 
chargé





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diplomatic official who temporarily takes the place of an ambassador.




2.
 
a state's diplomatic representative in a minor country.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, ‘(a person) in charge of affairs.’





charge density






noun






[Physics]

 the electric charge per unit area of a surface, or per unit volume of a field or body.













chargemaster

 
/ˈCHärjˌmastər /

 
charge description master






noun






(US)

 a list detailing the official rate charged by a hospital for individual procedures, services, and goods




•
 
the chargemaster is used to generate each hospital invoice




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
most insurance companies do not pay the standard chargemaster price that hospitals bill the uninsured.



















charge nurse

 
/ˈCHärj ˌnərs/






noun






(Brit.)

 a nurse in charge of a ward in a hospital.














Charge of the Light Brigade






a British cavalry charge in 1854 during the Battle of Balaclava in the Crimean War. A misunderstanding between the commander of the Light Brigade and his superiors led to the British cavalry being destroyed. The charge was immortalized in verse by Tennyson.









charger1


 
/ˈCHärjər/






noun



1.
 
a horse trained for battle; a cavalry horse.




2.
 
a device for charging a battery or battery-powered equipment.













charger2


 
/ˈCHärjər /

 
charger plate





I.
 
noun




a large, flat dish; a platter.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
chargeour

 , from 
chargier

 ‘to load,’ from late Latin 
carricare

 , 
carcare

 ‘to load’ (see charge
 ).





charge sheet

 
/ˈCHärj ˌSHēt/






noun






(Brit.)

 a record made in a police station of the charges against a person.













chargrill

 
/ˈCHärɡril/





I.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
adj.

 
chargrilled

 )


1.
 
grill (food, typically meat or fish) quickly at a high heat.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: on the pattern of 
charbroil

 .






chariot

 
/ˈCHerēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a two-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle used in ancient warfare and racing.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a four-wheeled carriage with back seats and a coachman's seat.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a stately or triumphal carriage.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 convey in or as in a chariot.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, augmentative of 
char

 ‘cart,’ based on Latin 
carrus

 ‘wheeled vehicle.’





charioteer

 
/ˌCHerēəˈtir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chariot driver.




2.
 
(
the Charioteer

 )
 — the constellation Auriga.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
charieter

 , from 
chariot

 ‘large cart’ (see chariot
 ). The sense in astronomy dates from the early 20th cent.





Chari River

 
/ˌCHärē ˈrivər /

 
Shari






a river that flows for 660 miles (1,060 km) through the Central African Republic, Chad, and Cameroon. Emptying into Lake Chad, it is the longest river in the African continent that drains internally.









charism

 
/ˈkerˌizəm/






noun






[Theology]

 another term for charisma
 (
sense

 2).













charisma

 
/kəˈrizmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
compelling attractiveness or charm that can inspire devotion in others




•
 
she enchanted guests with her charisma.










2.
 
(also 
charism

 ) (
pl.

 charismata )
 — a divinely conferred power or talent.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
kharisma

 , from 
kharis

 ‘favor, grace.’





charismatic

 
/ˌkerəzˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exercising a compelling charm that inspires devotion in others




•
 
a charismatic leader.










2.
 
of or relating to the charismatic movement in the Christian Church.




3.
 
(of a power or talent) divinely conferred




•
 
charismatic prophecy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an adherent of the charismatic movement.




2.
 
a person who claims divine inspiration.








III.
 
derivatives





charismatically






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kharisma

 , 
kharismat-

 ‘charisma’ + -ic
 .





charismatic movement






noun




a movement within some Christian churches that emphasizes gifts believed to be conferred by the Holy Spirit, such as speaking in tongues and healing of the sick.













charitable

 
/ˈCHerədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the assistance of those in need




•
 
charitable works such as care of the sick.










2.
 
(of an organization or activity) officially recognized as devoted to the assistance of those in need.




3.
 
generous in giving to those in need.




4.
 
apt to judge others leniently or favorably




•
 
those who were less charitable called for his resignation.














II.
 
derivatives





charitableness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘showing Christian love to God and man’): from Old French, from 
charite

 (see charity
 ).





charitably

 
/ˈCHerədəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the assistance of those in need




•
 
legal advisers who are publicly or charitably funded




•
 
an estate tax on a charitably bequeathed asset.










2.
 
in a generous way toward those in need




•
 
he was a very charitably disposed person.










3.
 
in a way that judges others leniently or favorably, especially when undeserved




•
 
we charitably assume he's being satirical




•
 
a city that might be charitably described as a work in progress.




















charity

 
/ˈCHerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the voluntary giving of help, typically in the form of money, to those in need.




2.
 
help or money given voluntarily to those in need




•
 
an unemployed teacher living on charity.










3.
 
an organization set up to provide help and raise money for those in need.




4.
 
the body of organizations viewed collectively as the object of fundraising or donations




•
 
the proceeds of the sale will go to charity.










5.
 
kindness and tolerance in judging others




•
 
she found it hard to look on her mother with much charity.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 love of humankind, typically in a Christian context




•
 
faith, hope, and charity.














II.
 
phrases





charity begins at home








‹proverb›

 one's first responsibility is for the needs of one's own family and friends.















– origin

 late Old English (in the sense ‘Christian love of one's fellows’): from Old French 
charite

 , from Latin 
caritas

 , from 
carus

 ‘dear.’





charity case






noun






‹informal›

 a person or group regarded as needing help or financial support




•
 
she was sent as a charity case to a Catholic boarding school




•
 
I like to pay my way, not be a charity case.



















charity school






noun






‹historical›

 a school supported by charitable contributions.













charivari

 
/SHəˌrivəˈrē /

 
shivaree





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a cacophonous mock serenade, typically performed by a group of people in derision of an unpopular person or in celebration of a marriage.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a series of discordant noises.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





charkha

 
/ˈCHərkə, ˈCHär- /

 
charka





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a domestic spinning wheel used chiefly for cotton.











– origin

 from Urdu 
charḵa

 ‘spinning wheel,’ from Persian; related to Sanskrit 
cakra

 ‘wheel.’





charlady

 
/ˈCHärˌlādē/






noun






(Brit.)

 a charwoman.













charlatan

 
/ˈSHärlədən ˈSHärlətn/





I.
 
noun




a person falsely claiming to have a special knowledge or skill; a fraud.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
charlatanism

 
/ˈSHärlədəˌnizəm ˈSHärlətnˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
charlatanry

 
/ˈSHärlətənrē, -lətnrē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting an itinerant seller of supposed remedies): from French, from Italian 
ciarlatano

 , from 
ciarlare

 ‘to babble.’






Charlemagne

 
/ˈSHärləˌmān/






(742–814), king of the Franks 768–814 and Holy Roman Emperor (as Charles I) 800–814; Latin name 
Carolus Magnus

 ; known as 
Charles the Great

 . As the first Holy Roman emperor, Charlemagne promoted the arts and education, and his court became the cultural center of the Carolingian Renaissance.









Charleroi

 
/ˌSHärləˈrwä, -ˈroi/






an industrial city in southwestern Belgium; pop. 201,593 (2008).









Charles1


 
/CHärlz/





I.
 
the name of two kings of England, Scotland, and Ireland.




II.
 


Charles I

 (1600–49), son of James I; reigned 1625–49. His reign was dominated by the deepening religious and constitutional crisis that resulted in the English Civil War 1642–49. After the battle of Naseby, Charles tried to regain power in alliance with the Scots, but his forces were defeated in 1648; he was tried by a special Parliamentary court and beheaded.




III.
 


Charles II

 (1630–85), son of Charles I; reigned 1660–85. Charles was restored to the throne after the collapse of Oliver Cromwell's regime. Although he displayed considerable adroitness in handling the difficult constitutional situation, religious and political strife continued during his reign.










Charles2


 
/CHärlz/





I.
 
the name of four kings of Spain.




II.
 


Charles I

 (1500–58), son of Philip I; reigned 1516–56; Holy Roman Emperor (as Charles V) 1519–56. His reign was characterized by the struggle against Protestantism in Germany, rebellion in Castile, and war with France 1521–44. Exhausted by these struggles, Charles handed Naples, the Netherlands, and Spain over to his son Philip II and the imperial Crown to his brother Ferdinand before retiring to a monastery.




III.
 


Charles II

 (1661–1700), reigned 1665–1700. He inherited a kingdom already in a decline that he was unable to halt. His choice of Philip of Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV of France, as his successor gave rise to the War of the Spanish Succession.




IV.
 


Charles III

 (1716–88), reigned 1759–88. He improved Spain's position as an international power by increasing foreign trade, and he brought a brief cultural and economic revival to Spain.




V.
 


Charles IV

 (1748–1819), reigned 1788–1808. During the Napoleonic Wars he suffered the loss of the Spanish fleet, destroyed along with that of France at Trafalgar in 1805. Following the French invasion of Spain in 1807, he was forced to abdicate.









Charles3


 
/CHärlz/





I.
 
the name of two European kings.




II.
 


Charles VII

 (1403–61), king of France 1422–61. At the time of his accession, much of northern France was under English occupation. After the intervention of Joan of Arc, however, the French experienced a dramatic military revival, and the defeat of the English ended the Hundred Years War.




III.
 


Charles XII

 (1682–1718), king of Sweden 1697–1718. In 1700, he initiated a war against Denmark, Poland-Saxony, and Russia. Initially successful, he embarked on an expedition into Russia in 1709 that ended in the destruction of his army and his internment.









Charles4


 
/CHärlz/





I.
 
the name of seven Holy Roman Emperors.




II.
 


Charles I

 see Charlemagne
 .




III.
 


Charles II

 (823–877), reigned 875–877.




IV.
 


Charles III

 (839–888), reigned 881–887.




V.
 


Charles IV

 (1316–78), reigned 1355–78.




VI.
 


Charles V

 Charles I of Spain (see Charles
 2
 ).




VII.
 


Charles VI

 (1685–1740), reigned 1711–40. His claim to the Spanish throne instigated the War of the Spanish Succession, but he was ultimately unsuccessful. He drafted the Pragmatic Sanction in an attempt to ensure that his daughter Maria Theresa succeeded to the Habsburg dominions; this triggered the War of the Austrian Succession after his death.




VIII.
 


Charles VII

 (1697–1745), reigned 1742–45.










Charles, Prince






Charles Philip Arthur George, Prince of Wales (1948–), heir apparent to Elizabeth II. He married Lady Diana Spencer in 1981; the couple had two children, 
Prince William Arthur Philip Louis

 (1982–) and 
Prince Henry Charles Albert David

 (known as Prince Harry, 1984–), and were divorced in 1996. In 2005 he married Mrs. Camilla Parker Bowles (1947–); she became HRH the Duchess of Cornwall.









Charles, Ray






(1930–2004), US pianist and singer; born 
Ray Charles Robinson

 . Totally blind from the age of six, he drew on blues, jazz, and country music for songs such as 
“What'd I Say”

 (1959), 
“Georgia On My Mind”

 (1960), and 
“Busted”

 (1963).









Charles' law

 

‹Chemistry›


 
Charles's law





I.
 
a law stating that the volume of an ideal gas at constant pressure is directly proportional to the absolute temperature.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Jacques A. C. 
Charles

 (1746–1823), the French physicist who first formulated it.






Charles Martel

 
/ˌCHärlz märˈtel/






(
c.

 688–741), Frankish ruler of the eastern part of the Frankish kingdom from 715 and the whole kingdom from 719; grandfather of Charlemagne. His rule marked the beginning of Carolingian power.









Charles River

 
/ˌCHärlz ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 60 miles (100 km) through eastern Massachusetts, between Cambridge and Boston, to Boston Harbor.










Charles's Wain

 
/ˈˌCHärlzəz ˈwān /

 

‹archaic chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
the Big Dipper.







– origin

 Old English 
Carles wægn

 ‘the wain of Carl (Charlemagne),’ perhaps because the star Arcturus was associated with King Arthur, with whom Charlemagne was connected in legend.






Charleston1


 
/ˈCHärlstən/





I.
 
the capital of West Virginia, in the southwestern part of the state; pop. 50,302 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city and port in South Carolina; pop. 111,978 (est. 2008). The bombardment of Fort Sumter in 1861 by Confederate troops marked the beginning of the Civil War.









Charleston2


 
/ˈCHärlstən /

 
charleston





I.
 
noun




a lively dance of the 1920s that involved turning the knees inward and kicking out the lower legs.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the Charleston.











– origin

 1920s: named after Charleston
 1
 in South Carolina.





Charlestown

 
/ˈCHärlztoun/






a neighborhood in northern Boston in Massachusetts, north of the Charles River. Bunker Hill is here.









charley horse

 
/ˈCHärlē ˌhôrs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cramp or feeling of stiffness in an arm or leg.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Charlie

 
/ˈCHärlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a code word representing the letter C, used in radio communication.




2.
 


‹informal›

 cocaine.




3.
 


(US)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹military slang›

 a member of the Vietcong or the Vietcong collectively.

[shortening of 
Victor Charlie

 , radio code for 
VC

 , representing 
Vietcong

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: diminutive of the male given name 
Charles

 .





charlock

 
/ˈCHärˌläk ˈCHärlək/





I.
 
noun




a wild mustard with yellow flowers, commonly found as a weed in fields and along roadsides.

[
Brassica kaber

 (or 
Sinapis arvensis

 ), family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
cerlic

 , 
cyrlic

 , of unknown origin.





charlotte

 
/ˈSHärlət/





I.
 
noun




a dessert made of stewed fruit or mousse with a casing or covering of bread, sponge cake, ladyfingers, or breadcrumbs.











– origin

 French, from the female given name 
Charlotte

 .





Charlotte

 
/ˈSHärlət/






a commercial city and transportation center in southern North Carolina; pop. 687,456 (est. 2008).









Charlotte Amalie

 
/əˈmälyə, ˈaməlē/





I.
 
the capital of the US Virgin Islands, a resort on the island of St. Thomas; pop. 10,100 (est. 2009).







– origin

 named after the wife of King Christian V of Denmark.





charlotte russe

 
/ˌSHärlət ˈro͞os/





I.
 
noun




a dessert consisting of custard enclosed in sponge cake or a casing of ladyfingers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘Russian charlotte.’





Charlottesville

 
/ˈSHärlətsˌvil/






a city in central Virginia, in the Blue Ridge Mountains, home to the University of Virginia; pop. 41,487 (est. 2008). Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, is nearby.









Charlottetown

 
/ˈSHärlətˌtoun/






the capital and chief port of Prince Edward Island, in eastern Canada; pop. 32,174 (2006).










charm

 
/CHärm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the power or quality of giving delight or arousing admiration




•
 
he was captivated by her youthful charm.










2.
 
(usu. 
charms

 )
 — an attractive or alluring characteristic




•
 
the hidden charms of the city.










3.
 
a small ornament worn on a necklace or bracelet.




4.
 
an object, act, or saying believed to have magic power




•
 
the dreamcatcher is a charm used to prevent bad dreams.










5.
 
an object kept or worn to ward off evil and bring good luck




•
 
a good luck charm.










6.
 


[Physics]

 one of six flavors of quark.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
delight greatly




•
 
the books have charmed children the world over.










2.
 
gain or influence by charm




•
 
he 
charmed

 her 
into

 going out.










3.
 
control or achieve by or as if by magic




•
 
pretending to charm a cobra




•
 [with 
adverbial

 ]
 
she will charm your warts away.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
turn on the charm






use one's ability to charm in order to influence someone.









2.
 
work like a charm






be completely successful or effective.















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘incantation or magic spell’ and ‘to use spells’): from Old French 
charme

 (noun), 
charmer

 (verb), from Latin 
carmen

 ‘song, verse, incantation.’





charm bracelet






noun




a bracelet hung with small trinkets or ornaments.













charmed

 
/CHärmd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's life) unusually lucky or happy as though protected by magic




•
 
I felt that I had a charmed life.










2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a particle) possessing the property charm




•
 
a charmed quark.














II.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 expressing polite pleasure at an introduction




•
 
charmed, I'm sure.



















charmer

 
/ˈCHärmər/






noun




a person with an attractive and engaging personality, typically one who uses this to impress or manipulate others.













charmeuse

 
/SHärˈm(y)o͞oz/





I.
 
noun




a soft, silky dress fabric.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, feminine of 
charmeur

 ‘charmer,’ from 
charmer

 ‘to charm.’





charming

 
/ˈCHärmiNG/






adjective



1.
 
pleasant or attractive




•
 
a charming country cottage.










2.
 
(of a person or manner) polite, friendly, and likable




•
 
he was a charming, affectionate colleague.



















charmingly

 
/ˈCHärmiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very pleasant or attractive way




•
 
picturesque processions through streets that are charmingly decorated with flowers




•
 
seven or so charmingly illustrated children's books.










2.
 
in a very endearing way




•
 
he seems both amusingly cranky and charmingly self-deprecating




•
 
a charmingly goofy puppy.



















charmless

 
/ˈCHärmləs/





I.
 
adjective




unattractive or unpleasant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
charmlessly






adverb













2.
 
charmlessness






noun





















charm offensive






noun




a campaign of flattery and friendliness designed to achieve the support or agreement of others




•
 
a charm offensive aimed at winning the confidence of Russia.



















charmonium

 
/CHärˈmōnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a combination of a charmed quark and an antiquark.











– origin

 1970s: from charm
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).





charm school

 
/ˈCHärm ˌsko͞ol/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a school offering tuition in social graces such as etiquette.













charnel

 
/ˈCHärnl/





I.
 
noun




short for charnel house
 .








II.
 
adjective




associated with death




•
 
I gagged on the charnel stench of the place.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
carnale

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
carnalis

 ‘relating to flesh’ (see carnal
 ).






charnel house

 
/ˈCHäːrnlhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a building or vault in which corpses or bones are piled.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a place associated with violent death




•
 
Europe in the immediate postwar period had become a charnel house.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle English 
charnel

 ‘burying place,’ from Old French, from medieval Latin 
carnale

 , from late Latin 
carnalis

 ‘relating to flesh,’ from 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





Charolais

 
/ˌSHerəˈlā/





I.
 
noun




one of a breed of large white beef cattle.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the 
Monts du Charollais

 , hills in eastern France where the breed originated.





Charon

 
/ˈkerən/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 an old man who ferried the souls of the dead across the Styx and Acheron rivers to Hades.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the largest satellite of Pluto, discovered in 1978. Its diameter of 789 miles (1,270 km) is more than half that of Pluto.









Charophyta

 
/kəˈräfədə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a phylum that includes the stoneworts, which are frequently treated as a class (
Charophyceae

 ) of the green algae.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), former name of the family Characeae, from 
Chara

 (genus name) + Greek 
phuton

 ‘a plant.’





charophyte

 
/ˈkarəˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a lower plant of the division 
Charophyta

 , such as a stonewort.













charr

 
/CHär /

 
char





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of char
 4
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps of Celtic origin.





charrette

 
/SHəˈret /

 
charette





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a meeting in which all stakeholders in a project attempt to resolve conflicts and map solutions.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a cart or wagon): from French 
charrette

 , literally ‘cart’; current sense dates from the mid 20th cent., possibly with reference to the use of a cart in 19th-cent. Paris to collect architecture students' work on the day of an exhibition.





charro

 
/ˈCHärō/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican horseman or cowboy, typically one in elaborate traditional dress.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Mexican Spanish, from Spanish, literally ‘rustic.’






chart

 
/CHärt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sheet of information in the form of a table, graph, or diagram




•
 
a chart showing how much do-it-yourself costs compared with retail.










2.
 
(usu. 
the charts

 )
 — a weekly listing of the current best-selling pop records




•
 
she topped the charts for eight weeks.










3.
 
a geographical map or plan, especially one used for navigation by sea or air.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 a written record of information about a patient




•
 
scribbled on a patient's chart.










5.
 
(also 
birth chart

 or 
natal chart

 )
 — 

[Astrology]

 a map showing the positions of the planets at the time of someone's birth, from which astrologers are said to be able to deduce character or potential.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a map of (an area).




2.
 
plot (a course) on a chart




•
 
the pilot found his craft taking a route he had not charted.










3.
 
record the progress or development of




•
 
the poems chart his descent into madness




•
 
a major series charting the history of country music.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a record) enter the weekly music charts at a particular position




•
 
the record will probably chart at about No. 74.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
charte

 , from Latin 
charta

 ‘paper, papyrus leaf’ (see card
 1
 ).





chartbuster

 
/ˈCHärtˌbəstər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a popular singer or group that makes a best-selling recording.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a best-selling recording.














charter

 
/ˈCHärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written grant by a country's legislative or sovereign power, by which an institution such as a company, college, or city is created and its rights and privileges defined.




2.
 
a written constitution or description of an organization's functions.




3.
 
the reservation of an aircraft, boat, or bus for private use




•
 
a plane on charter to a multinational company.










4.
 
an aircraft, boat, or bus that is reserved for private use.




5.
 
a trip made by an aircraft, boat, or bus under charter




•
 
he liked to see the boat sparkling clean before each charter.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant a charter to (a city, college, or other institution)




•
 
the company was chartered in 1553.










2.
 
reserve (an aircraft, boat, or bus) for private use




•
 
he chartered a plane to take him to Paris.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chartre

 , from Latin 
chartula

 , diminutive of 
charta

 ‘paper’ (see card
 1
 ).





chartered

 
/ˈCHärdərd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 (of an accountant, engineer, librarian, etc.) qualified as a member of a professional body that has a royal charter.













charterer

 
/ˈCHärdərər/






noun




a person or organization that charters an aircraft, boat, or bus.













charter flight

 
/ˈCHärdər flīt/






noun




a flight by an aircraft chartered for a specific trip, not part of an airline's regular schedule.













charterhouse

 
/ˈCHärdərhous/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Carthusian monastery.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman 
Chartous

 , Old French 
Chartreuse

 , from medieval Latin 
Carthusius

 , from 
Cart(h)usia

 (see Carthusian
 ): assimilated to charter
 + house
 .





charter member

 
/ˈCHärdər ˈmembər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an original or founding member of an organization.













charter school






noun




(in North America) a publicly funded independent school established by teachers, parents, or community groups under the terms of a charter with a local or national authority.













Chartism

 
/ˈCHärdˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a UK parliamentary reform movement of 1837–48, the principles of which were set out in a manifesto called 
The People's Charter

 .








II.
 
derivatives





Chartist

 
/ˈCHärdəst /






noun, adjective





















chartist

 
/ˈCHärdəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who uses charts of financial data to predict future trends and to guide investment strategies.








II.
 
derivatives





chartism

 
/ˈCHärtˌizəm /






noun





















chartlet

 
/ˈCHärtlət/






noun




a small chart, as for navigation, highlighting a particular feature.













Chartres

 
/ˈSHärt(rə) /






a city in northern France, noted for its Gothic cathedral; pop. 41,588 (2006).









chartreuse

 
/SHärˈtro͞oz SHärˈtro͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pale green or yellow liqueur made from brandy and aromatic herbs.




2.
 
a pale yellow or green color resembling the liqueur chartreuse.




3.
 
a dish made in a mold using pieces of meat, vegetables, or (now most often) fruit in jelly.











– origin

 named after 
La Grande Chartreuse

 , the Carthusian monastery near Grenoble, France, where the liqueur (
sense

 1) was first made; 
sense

 2 is an extended use.





chart-topping





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a popular singer, group, or recording) having reached the top of the music charts.








II.
 
derivatives





chart-topper

 
/ˈCHärtˌtäpər /






noun






















charwoman

 
/ˈCHärˌwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a woman employed to clean houses or offices.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
char

 or 
chare

 ‘a turn of work, an odd job, chore’ (obscurely related to chore
 ) + woman
 .





chary

 
/ˈCHerē/





I.
 
adjective




cautiously or suspiciously reluctant to do something




•
 
most people are 
chary of

 allowing themselves to be photographed.














II.
 
derivatives





charily

 
/ˈCHerəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
cearig

 ‘sorrowful, anxious’; related to care
 . The current sense arose in the mid 16th cent.





Charybdis

 
/kəˈribdis CHəˈribdis /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a dangerous whirlpool in a narrow channel of the sea, opposite the cave of the sea monster Scylla.









Chas.

 
/CHaz/






abbreviation




Charles.














chase1


 
/CHās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pursue in order to catch or catch up with




•
 
police chased the stolen car through the city




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the dog 
chased after

 the stick.










2.
 
seek to attain




•
 
seventy candidates chasing a single job.










3.
 
seek the company of (a member of the opposite sex) in an obvious way




•
 
playing football by day and chasing women by night.










4.
 
drive or cause to go in a specified direction




•
 
she 
chased

 him 
out of

 the house.










5.
 
try to make contact with (someone) in order to get something owed or required




•
 
chasing customers who had not paid their bills.










6.
 
make further investigation of (an unresolved matter)




•
 
investigators got a warrant, but they didn't have time to 
chase down

 the case.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of pursuing someone or something




•
 
they captured the youths after a brief chase




•
 
a chase for limited supplies of hard currency




•
 
a car chase.










2.
 
(
the chase

 )
 — hunting as a sport




•
 
she was an ardent follower of the chase.










3.
 
short for steeplechase
 .




4.
 


(Brit.)

 an area of unenclosed land formerly reserved for hunting.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a hunted animal.








III.
 
phrases





give chase






go in pursuit




•
 
a patrol car gave chase and finally overtook him.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chacier

 (verb), 
chace

 (noun), based on Latin 
captare

 ‘continue to take,’ from 
capere

 ‘take.’





chase2


 
/CHās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
chased

 )


1.
 
engrave (metal, or a design on metal)




•
 
a miniature container with a delicately chased floral design.

















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from earlier 
enchase

 , from Old French 
enchasser

 .





chase3


 
/CHās/





I.
 
noun




(in letterpress printing) a metal frame for holding the composed type and blocks being printed at one time.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
châsse

 , from Latin 
capsa

 ‘box’ (see case
 2
 ).





chase4


 
/CHās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a gun enclosing the bore.




2.
 
a groove or furrow cut in the face of a wall or other surface to receive a pipe.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
chas

 ‘enclosed space,’ from Provençal 
cas

 , 
caus

 , from medieval Latin 
capsum

 ‘thorax or nave of a church.’





Chase, Salmon P.

 
/CHās/






(1808–73), US chief justice 1864–73; full name 
Salmon Portland Chase

 . He served in the US Senate 1849–55, as governor of Ohio 1855–59, and as US secretary of the treasury 1861–64, during which time he established the national banking system and issued the first “greenbacks.”









Chase, Samuel






(1741–1811), US Supreme Court associate justice 1796–1811. A delegate to the Continental Congresses and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, he stressed national supremacy.









chaser

 
/ˈCHāsər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that chases


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
promotion-chasers.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a drink taken after another of a different kind, typically a weak alcoholic drink after a stronger one




•
 
bourbon on the rocks with a beer chaser.










3.
 
a horse for steeplechasing.














chasm

 
/ˈkazəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep fissure in the earth, rock, or another surface.




2.
 
a profound difference between people, viewpoints, feelings, etc.




•
 
the 
chasm between

 rich and poor.














II.
 
derivatives





chasmic

 
/ˈkazmik /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an opening up of the sea or land, as in an earthquake): from Latin 
chasma

 , from Greek 
khasma

 ‘gaping hollow.’






chassé

 
/SHaˈsā/





I.
 
noun




a gliding step in dancing in which one foot displaces the other.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a chassé.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘chased.’





chassepot

 
/ˈSHaspō/





I.
 
noun




a type of bolt-action breech-loading rifle used by the French army between 1866 and 1874.











– origin

 named for Antoine A. Chassepot (1833–1905), its French designer.





chasseur

 
/SHaˈsər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a soldier, usually in the light cavalry, equipped and trained for rapid movement, especially in the French army.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from 
chasser

 ‘to chase.’






chassis

 
/ˈCHasē ˈSHasē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the base frame of a motor vehicle or other wheeled conveyance.




2.
 
the outer structural framework of a piece of audio, radio, or computer equipment.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
châssis

 ‘frame,’ based on Latin 
capsa

 ‘box’ (see case
 2
 ).






chaste

 
/CHāst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
abstaining from extramarital, or from all, sexual intercourse.




2.
 
not having any sexual nature or intention




•
 
a chaste, consoling embrace.










3.
 
without unnecessary ornamentation; simple or restrained




•
 
the dark, chaste interior was lightened by tilework.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chastely

 
/CHās(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
chasteness

 
/ˈCHās(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
castus

 .






chasten

 
/ˈCHās(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be chastened

 )


1.
 
(of a reproof or misfortune) have a restraining or moderating effect on




•
 
the director was somewhat chastened by his recent flops




•
 (as 
adj.

 
chastening

 )
 
a chastening experience.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of God) discipline; punish.








II.
 
derivatives





chastener

 
/ˈCHās(ə)nər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from an obsolete verb 
chaste

 , from Old French 
chastier

 , from Latin 
castigare

 ‘castigate,’ from 
castus

 ‘morally pure, chaste.’






chaste tree





I.
 
noun




a southern European shrub with blue or white flowers, grown as an ornamental. It is also highly valued for its dark purple berries, which yield medicinal preparations used to treat gynecological conditions.

Also called vitex
 . [
Vitex agnus-castus

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: so named because of its association with chastity in sacrifices to Ceres.





chastise

 
/ˈCHasˌtīz ˌCHaˈstīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rebuke or reprimand severely




•
 
he chastised his colleagues for their laziness.










2.
 


‹dated›

 punish, especially by beating.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chastisement

 
/CHasˈtīzmənt ˈCHastizmənt /






noun













2.
 
chastiser

 
/ˈCHastīzər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: apparently formed irregularly from the obsolete verb 
chaste

 (see chasten
 ).





chastity

 
/ˈCHastədē/





I.
 
noun




the state or practice of refraining from extramarital, or especially from all, sexual intercourse




•
 
vows of chastity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chastete

 , from Latin 
castitas

 , from 
castus

 ‘morally pure’ (see chaste
 ).





chastity belt

 
/ˈCHastədē belt/






noun






‹historical›

 a garment or device designed to prevent a woman from having sexual intercourse.













chasuble

 
/ˈCHasyəb(ə)l ˈCHazəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a sleeveless outer vestment worn by a Catholic or High Anglican priest when celebrating Mass, typically ornate and having a simple hole for the head.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chesible

 , later 
chasuble

 , from late Latin 
casubla

 , alteration of Latin 
casula

 ‘hooded cloak or little cottage,’ diminutive of 
casa

 ‘house.’






chat1


 
/CHat/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk in a friendly and informal way




•
 
she chatted to her mother on the phone every day.










2.
 
exchange messages online in real time with one or more simultaneous users of a computer network




•
 
I keep getting messages popping up on my screen from people wanting to chat.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an informal conversation




•
 
he dropped in for a chat




•
 
the perfect place for loads of cocktails and plenty of chat.










2.
 
the online exchange of messages in real time with one or more simultaneous users of a computer network




•
 
join me for a live online chat Wednesday at 1400 hours.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





chat someone up





a.
 


‹informal›

 engage someone in flirtatious conversation.




b.
 
talk persuasively to someone, especially with a particular motive




•
 
I chatted up the editor at the press club.





















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of chatter
 .






chat2


 
/CHat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — a small Old World songbird of the thrush subfamily, with a harsh call and typically with bold black, white, and buff or chestnut coloration.

[
Saxicola

 and other genera, subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : numerous species. See also stonechat
 , whinchat
 .]




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of small songbirds with harsh calls.

[● a New World warbler that typically has a yellow or pink breast (genera 
Icteria

 and 
Granatellus

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 ). ● an Australian songbird related to the honeyeaters, the male of which is either mainly yellow or boldly marked (genera 
Ephthianura

 and 
Ashbyia

 , family 
Ephthianuridae

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably imitative of its call.





chatbot

 
/ˈCHatbät/





I.
 
noun




a computer program designed to simulate conversation with human users, especially over the Internet




•
 
chatbots often treat conversations like they're a game of tennis: talk, reply, talk, reply.

















– origin

 1990s from chat
 1
 and bot
 2
 .





chateau

 
/SHaˈtō /

 
château





I.
 
noun




a large French country house or castle often giving its name to wine made in its neighborhood


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Château Margaux.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Old French 
chastel

 (see castle
 ).





chateaubriand

 
/SHaˌtōbrēˈôn/





I.
 
noun




a thick tenderloin of beef, typically served with Béarnaise sauce.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after François-René, Vicomte de 
Chateaubriand

 (see Chateaubriand, François-René
 ), whose chef is said to have created the dish.






Chateaubriand, François-René

 
/SHaˌtōbrēˈäN/






Vicomte de (1768–1848), French writer and diplomat. Notable works: 
Le Génie du Christianisme

 (1802) and 
Mémoires d'outre-tombe

 (autobiography, 1849–50).









Chateau-Thierry

 
/SHaˌtōtyəˈrē/






a town in the Picardy region of northern France, on the Marne River; pop. 15,359 (2007). It was a major battlefield during World War I; there is a monument to the US soldiers who took the town from German occupiers in 1918 and a military cemetery.










chatelain

 
/ˈSHadlˌān/





I.
 
noun




another term for castellan
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
chastelain

 , from medieval Latin 
castellanus

 ‘castellan,’ from Latin 
castellum

 (see castle
 ).





chatelaine

 
/ˈSHadlˌān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a woman in charge of a large house.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹historical›

 a set of short chains attached to a woman's belt, used for carrying keys or other items.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
châtelaine

 , feminine of 
châtelain

 ‘castellan,’ from medieval Latin 
castellanus

 (see chatelain
 ).





chat group






noun




a group of people who communicate regularly via the Internet, usually in real time but also by email.













Chatham, 1st Earl of

 
/ˈCHatəm/






see Pitt
 .










Chatham Islands

 
/ˈCHadəm ˌīləndz/






two islands, Pitt and Chatham, in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, east of New Zealand.









chat line

 
chatline






noun



1.
 
a telephone service that allows conversation among a number of people who call into it separately.




2.
 
the access to, or connection with, a chat room.













chatoyant

 
/SHəˈtoiənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a gem, especially when cut en cabochon) showing a band of bright reflected light caused by aligned inclusions in the stone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chatoyance






noun













2.
 
chatoyancy

 
/-ənsē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, present participle of 
chatoyer

 ‘to shimmer.’





chat room






noun




an area on the Internet or other computer network where users can communicate, typically limiting communication to a particular topic.













chat show

 
/ˈCHat ˌSHō/






noun




British term for talk show
 .














Chattahoochee River

 
/ˌCHadəˌho͞oCHē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 435 miles (700 km) through Georgia to the Florida border, where it continues as the Apalachicola River into the Gulf of Mexico.









Chattanooga

 
/ˌCHatnˈo͞oɡə/






a city in southeastern Tennessee, on the Tennessee River, near the Georgia border, a rail and industrial center; pop. 170,880 (est. 2008).










chattel

 
/ˈCHadl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in general use) a personal possession.




2.
 


[Law]

 an item of property other than real estate.

See also goods and chattels
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chatel

 , from medieval Latin 
capitale

 , from Latin 
capitalis

 , from 
caput

 ‘head.’ Compare with capital
 1
 and cattle
 .





chattel mortgage






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mortgage on a movable item of property.














chatter

 
/ˈCHadər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk rapidly or incessantly about trivial matters




•
 
the kids chattered and splashed at the edge of the lagoon.










2.
 
(of a bird, monkey, or machine) make a series of quick high-pitched sounds.




3.
 
(of a person's teeth) click repeatedly together, typically from cold or fear.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
incessant trivial talk




•
 
a stream of idle chatter.










2.
 
electronic or radio communication, especially between individuals being monitored by a government agency as a result of suspected involvement in terrorist activity or espionage




•
 
officials refused to comment on a news report that the patrols were resumed due to increased Internet chatter.










3.
 
a series of quick high-pitched sounds




•
 
the chatter of a typewriter.










4.
 
undesirable vibration in a mechanism




•
 
the wipers should operate without chatter.














III.
 
phrases





the chattering classes








‹derogatory›

 educated people, especially those in academic, artistic, or media circles.












IV.
 
derivatives





chattery






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: imitative.





chatterbot

 
/ˈCHadərˌbät/





I.
 
noun




a computer program designed to interact with people by simulating human conversation.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
chatter

 and 
(ro)bot

 .






chatterbox

 
/ˈCHadərˌbäks/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who talks at length about trivial matters.













chatterer

 
/ˈCHadərər/






noun



1.
 
another term for chatterbox
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 any of a number of birds with chattering calls, especially a babbler, a waxwing, or a cotinga.













chatty

 
/ˈCHadē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) fond of talking in an easy, informal way.




2.
 
(of a conversation, letter, etc.) informal and lively.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chattily

 
/ˈCHadəlē /






adverb













2.
 
chattiness

 
/ˈCHadēnəs /






noun





















Chaubunagungamaug, Lake

 
/CHôˌbənəˈɡəNGɡəˌmôɡ/






a small lake in southern Massachusetts, south of Worcester, in the town of Webster. The full form of its name, Chargoggagoggmanchaugagoggchaubunagungamaugg, is said to be the longest American place name.









Chaucer, Geoffrey

 
/ˈCHôsər/






(
c.

 1342–1400), English poet. His 
Canterbury Tales

 (
c.

 1387–1400) is a cycle of linked tales told by a group of pilgrims. His skills of characterization, humor, and versatility established him as the first great English poet. Chaucer also wrote 
Troilus and Criseyde

 (
c.

 1385).









Chaucerian

 
/CHôˈsirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the English poet Geoffrey Chaucer or his works




•
 
ribald Chaucerian pilgrimages.














II.
 
noun




an admirer, imitator, or student of the works of the English poet Geoffrey Chaucer




•
 
every English department wants a Chaucerian.



















Chaudiere River

 
/SHōˌdyer ˈrivər/






a river that flows north for 120 miles (190 km) from the Maine border through Quebec and empties into the St. Lawrence River opposite Quebec City.









chauffeur

 
/SHōˈfər ˈSHōfər/





I.
 
noun




a person employed to drive a private or rented automobile.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive (a car or a passenger in a car), typically as part of one's job




•
 
she insisted on being 
chauffeured around

 .

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the general sense ‘motorist’): from French, literally ‘stoker’ (by association with steam engines), from 
chauffer

 ‘to heat.’





chauffeuse

 
/ˌSHōˈfəz/






noun






‹rare›

 a female chauffeur.













chaulmoogra

 
/CHôlˈmo͞oɡrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical Asian evergreen tree with narrow leathery leaves and oil-rich seeds.

[Genus 
Hydnocarpus

 , family 
Flacourtiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
H. kurzii

 , a principal source of the oil.]




2.
 
(also 
chaulmoogra oil

 )
 — the oil obtained from the seeds of the chaulmoogra tree. It is used medically and as a preservative, and was formerly used in the treatment of leprosy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Bengali 
cāul-mugrā

 .





chausses

 
/SHōs/





I.
 
plural noun






‹historical›

 pantaloons or close-fitting coverings for the legs and feet, in particular those forming part of a knight's armor.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: French, literally ‘clothing for the legs.’





Chautauqua

 
/SHəˈtôkwə/





I.
 
a resort town in southwestern New York, on Chautauqua Lake, noted as the birthplace of a 19th-century popular education movement; pop. 4,510 (est. 2008).




II.
 
(also 
chautauqua

 ) [as 
noun

 ]
 — an institution offering popular adult education courses and entertainment, typically held outdoors in the summer in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.




•
 
some sophisticate who had attended Chautauquas in other parts of the country.















chauvinism

 
/ˈSHōvəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
exaggerated or aggressive patriotism




•
 
public opinion was easily moved to chauvinism and nationalism.










2.
 
excessive or prejudiced loyalty or support for one's own cause, group, or gender




•
 
a bastion of male chauvinism.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Nicolas 
Chauvin

 , a Napoleonic veteran noted for his extreme patriotism, popularized as a character by the Cogniard brothers in 
Cocarde Tricolore

 (1831).





chauvinist

 
/ˈSHōvənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person displaying aggressive or exaggerated patriotism.




2.
 
a person displaying excessive or prejudiced loyalty or support for a particular cause, group, or gender




•
 
what a male chauvinist that man is.














II.
 
adjective




showing or relating to excessive or prejudiced loyalty or support for a particular group or cause




•
 
a chauvinist slur.



















chauvinistic

 
/ˌSHōvəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or displaying aggressive or exaggerated patriotism.




2.
 
displaying excessive or prejudiced support for one's own cause, group, or sex.








II.
 
derivatives





chauvinistically

 
/ˌSHōvəˈnistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Chavez, Cesar

 
/ˈCHävez, ˈSHä-/






(1927–93), US labor leader; full name 
Cesar Estrada Chavez

 . In 1962, he founded the organization that became the United Farm Workers, and he used nonviolent tactics to gain union contracts with California vineyard owners.









chaw

 
/CHô /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of chewing something, especially something not intended to be swallowed




•
 
enjoying a good chaw.










2.
 
something chewed, especially a wad of tobacco




•
 
a chaw of tobacco.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
chew (something, especially tobacco).











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): variant of chew
 .





Chayefsky, Paddy

 
/CHīˈefskē, -ˈev-/






(1923–81), US writer; born 
Sidney Aaron Chayefsky

 . He wrote television dramas, movie screenplays, stage plays, and a science fiction novel, 
Altered States

 (1978). His screenplays include 
Marty

 (1955), 
The Hospital

 (1971), and 
Network

 (1976).









chayote

 
/CHīˈōdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a green pear-shaped tropical fruit that resembles cucumber in flavor.




2.
 
the tropical American vine that yields the chayote, also producing an edible yamlike tuberous root.

[
Sechium edule

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, from Nahuatl 
chayotli

 .





CHD






abbreviation




coronary heart disease.













Ch.E.






abbreviation




Chemical Engineer.














cheap

 
/CHēp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an item for sale) low in price; worth more than its cost




•
 
they bought some cheap fruit




•
 
local buses were reliable and cheap.










2.
 
charging low prices




•
 
a cheap restaurant.










3.
 
inexpensive because of inferior quality




•
 
cheap, shoddy goods.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 miserly; stingy




•
 
she's too cheap to send me a postcard.










5.
 
of little worth because achieved in a discreditable way requiring little effort




•
 
her moment of cheap triumph.










6.
 
deserving of contempt




•
 
a cheap trick.














II.
 
adverb




at or for a low price




•
 
a house that was 
going cheap

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cheap and cheerful








(Brit.)

 simple and inexpensive.









2.
 
cheap and nasty








(Brit.)

 of low cost and bad quality




•
 
the materials can seem a bit cheap and nasty.















3.
 
(as) cheap as chips








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very inexpensive




•
 
the second-hand copies are cheap as chips




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
cheap-as-chips jewelry.















4.
 at half the price) ">
cheap at the price (or at half the price)








(Brit.)

 well worth having, regardless of the cost.




•
 
as an investment for the future, the books are cheap at the price.















5.
 
on the cheap








‹informal›

 at a low cost




•
 
in search of symbols of prestige, but on the cheap.


















IV.
 
derivatives





cheapish

 
/ˈCHēpiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from an obsolete phrase 
good cheap

 ‘a good bargain,’ from Old English 
cēap

 ‘bargaining, trade,’ based on Latin 
caupo

 ‘small trader, innkeeper.’





cheapen

 
/ˈCHēpən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the price of




•
 
the depreciation of the dollar would cheapen U.S. exports.










2.
 
degrade




•
 
the mass media simplify and cheapen the experience of art.




















cheapjack

 
/ˈCHēpˌjak/





I.
 
noun




a seller of cheap inferior goods, typically a hawker at a fair or market.








II.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of inferior quality.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cheap
 + jack
 1
 .





cheaply

 
/ˈCHēplē/






adverb



1.
 
in an inexpensive way




•
 
cheaply priced designer furniture




•
 
cheaply made umbrellas.










2.
 
in a way that requires little effort or sacrifice, especially where this is regarded as contemptible or exploitative




•
 
peace of mind doesn't come cheaply




•
 
some people forgive too cheaply.



















cheapness

 
/ˈCHēpnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being low in price, especially in relation to similar items or services




•
 
the relative cheapness of imported goods




•
 
the ease and cheapness of Internet shopping.










2.
 
the condition of costing less due to being of inferior quality




•
 
an immediate feeling of cheapness or toy-like quality




•
 
the plastic chassis contributes a sense of cheapness.










3.
 
the quality of requiring little effort or sacrifice, especially where this is regarded as devaluing the outcome




•
 
the cheapness of their humor




•
 
I'm disgusted with the cheapness of this team.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the quality of being selfish with money; miserliness




•
 
my father's cheapness is the reason I feel ill when I lose even small amounts of money




•
 
better to pay a little for backup now than regret your cheapness later.




















cheapo

 
/ˈCHēpō /

 

‹informal›


 
cheapie





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
inexpensive and of poor quality




•
 
a cheapo guitar.














II.
 
noun




an inexpensive thing of poor quality.













cheapskate

 
/ˈCHēpˌskāt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stingy person.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): from cheap
 + 
skate

 ‘a worn-out horse’ or ‘a mean, contemptible, or dishonest person,’ of unknown origin.





cheat

 
/CHēt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act dishonestly or unfairly in order to gain an advantage, especially in a game or examination




•
 
she always 
cheats at

 cards.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deceive or trick




•
 
he had 
cheated

 her 
out of

 everything she had.










3.
 


‹informal›

 be sexually unfaithful




•
 
his wife was 
cheating on

 him.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — avoid (something undesirable) by luck or skill




•
 
she 
cheated death

 in a spectacular crash.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 help (time) pass




•
 
the tuneless rhyme with which the warder cheats the time.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who behaves dishonestly in order to gain an advantage




•
 
a liar and a cheat.










2.
 
an act of cheating; a fraud or deception.











– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of escheat
 (the original sense).





cheater

 
/ˈCHēdər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who acts dishonestly in order to gain an advantage.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who cheats on a sexual partner.




3.
 
(
cheaters

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a pair of glasses or sunglasses.













cheat grass

 
cheatgrass





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tough wild grass of open land, sometimes growing as a weed among cereal crops and in pasture.

[Genus 
Bromus

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
B. tectorum

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: a local word for various wild plants, perhaps from their resemblance to the cereals among which they grew.





cheat sheet






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a piece of paper bearing written notes intended to aid one's memory, typically one used surreptitiously in an examination.













Cheboksary

 
/ˌCHebäkˈsär(y)ē/






a city in western central Russia, on the Volga River, west of Kazan, capital of the autonomous republic of Chuvashia; pop. 441,600 (est. 2008).









Chechen

 
/ˈCHeCHen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the largely Muslim people inhabiting Chechnya.




2.
 
the North Caucasian language of the Chechen.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chechen or their language.











– origin

 from obsolete Russian 
chechen

 (earlier form of 
chechenets

 ).





Chechnya

 
/ˈCHeCHnēə /

 
Chechenia






an autonomous republic in the Caucasus in southwestern Russia, on the border with Georgia; pop. 1,205,800 (est. 2009); capital, Grozny. The republic declared itself independent of Russia in 1991 and was invaded by Russian forces (1994). A peace treaty called for the withdrawal of troops, but the Russians invaded again in 1999. Also called 
Chechen Republic

 .










check1


 
/CHek/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine (something) in order to determine its accuracy, quality, or condition, or to detect the presence of something




•
 
customs officers have the right to check all luggage




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a simple blood test to 
check for

 anemia.










2.
 
verify or establish to one's satisfaction




•
 
check the expiration date on your passport




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she glanced over her shoulder to check that the door was shut.










3.
 
(
check something against

 )
 — verify the accuracy of something by comparing it with (something else)




•
 
keep your receipt to check against your statement.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — agree or correspond when compared.




5.
 


‹informal›

 look at; take notice of




•
 
check the remix.










6.
 
stop or slow down the progress of (something undesirable)




•
 
efforts were made to check the disease.










7.
 
curb or restrain (a feeling or emotion)




•
 
he learned to check his excitement.










8.
 


[Hockey]

 hamper or neutralize (an opponent) with one's body or stick.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
check against

 )
 — provide a means of preventing




•
 
processes to check against deterioration in the quality of the data held.










10.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a passenger) consign (baggage) to the care of the transport provider with whom they are traveling




•
 
I checked my bag and got my boarding pass.










11.
 
deposit (a coat, bag, or other item) for temporary safekeeping in the cloakroom of a restaurant, theater, etc.




•
 
the drinks weren't expensive and there's no cover charge but you do have to check your coat for $3.00.










12.
 
mark or click on (a box) in order to select a particular option on a form, questionnaire, etc.




•
 
users who want privacy should check the box that prevents your files from being shared.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chess]

 move a piece or pawn so that (the opposing king) is under attack.




14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in poker) choose not to make a bet when called upon, allowing the action to move to another player.




15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a hound) pause to make sure of or regain a scent.




16.
 
(of a trained hawk) abandon the intended quarry and fly after other prey.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an examination to test or ascertain accuracy, quality, or satisfactory condition




•
 
a campaign calling for regular checks on gas appliances




•
 
a health check.










2.
 
a stopping or slowing of progress




•
 
there was no check to the expansion of the market.










3.
 
a means of control or restraint




•
 
a permanent check upon the growth or abuse of central authority.










4.
 


[Hockey]

 an act of hampering or neutralizing an opponent with one's body or stick.




5.
 
a temporary loss of the scent in hunting.




6.
 


[Falconry]

 a false stoop when a hawk abandons its intended quarry and pursues other prey.




7.
 


[Chess]

 a move by which a piece or pawn directly attacks the opponent's king. If the defending player cannot counter the attack, the king is checkmated.




8.
 
(
cheque

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a written order to a bank to pay a stated sum from the drawer's account




•
 
he was awarded 
a check for

 $1,000.










9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the bill in a restaurant.




10.
 
(also 
baggage

 or 
luggage check

 )
 — a token of identification for left luggage.




11.
 
a counter used as a stake in a gambling game.




12.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for check mark
 .




13.
 
a part of a piano that catches the hammer and prevents it from retouching the strings.




14.
 
a crack or flaw in timber.








III.
 
exclamation



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 expressing assent or agreement.




2.
 
used by a chess player to announce that the opponent's king has been placed in check.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in check





a.
 
under control




•
 
a way of keeping inflation in check.










b.
 


[Chess]

 (of a king) directly attacked by an opponent's piece or pawn; (of a player) having the king in this position.









2.
 
keep a check on






monitor




•
 
keep a regular check on your score.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
check in






arrive and register at a hotel or airport




•
 
you must check in at least one hour before take-off.















2.
 
check someone in






register someone upon their arrival at a hotel or airport




•
 
they check in the passengers.















3.
 
check something in





a.
 
(of a passenger) consign baggage to the care of the transport provider with whom they are traveling




•
 
I got a taxi to the airport and checked my bags in.










b.
 
deposit a coat, bag, or other item for temporary safekeeping in the cloakroom of a restaurant, theater, etc.




•
 
he was checking in his coat on the second floor when people started rushing past him.















4.
 
check into






register one's arrival at (a hotel).









5.
 
check something off








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 mark an item on a list, typically with a check mark, to show that it has been dealt with.




•
 
check off each assignment as you complete it.















6.
 
check on





a.
 
verify, ascertain, or monitor the state or condition of




•
 
the doctor had come to check on his patient.










b.
 
another way of saying check up on
 .









7.
 
check out





a.
 
settle one's hotel bill before leaving.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 die.









8.
 
check someone/something out





a.
 
establish the truth or inform oneself about someone or something




•
 
they decided to go and check out a local restaurant.










b.
 
(
check something out

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 enter the price of goods in a supermarket into a cash machine for addition and payment by a customer.




c.
 
register something as having been borrowed.









9.
 
check something over






inspect or examine something thoroughly.









10.
 
check through






inspect or examine thoroughly.









11.
 
check up on






investigate in order to establish the truth about or accuracy of.












VI.
 
derivatives





checkable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally as used in the game of chess): the noun and exclamation from Old French 
eschec

 , from medieval Latin 
scaccus

 , via Arabic from Persian 
šāh

 ‘king’; the verb from Old French 
eschequier

 ‘play chess, put in check.’ The sense ‘stop, restrain, or control’ arose from the use in chess, and led (in the late 17th cent.) to ‘examine the accuracy of, verify.’






check2


 
/CHek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pattern of small squares




•
 
a fine black-and-white check.










2.
 
a garment or fabric with a pattern of small squares.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a pattern of small squares




•
 
a blue check T-shirt.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from checker
 2
 .





checkbook

 
/ˈCHekˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book of blank checks with a register for recording checks written.













checkbook journalism






noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 the practice of paying large amounts of money for exclusive rights to material for newspaper stories, especially personal ones.













checkbox

 
/ˈCHekˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a small box on a form into which a check or other mark is entered as the response to a question




•
 
Americans will be able to identify themselves as more than one race on the census form, choosing from 12 checkboxes and three write-in spaces.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (in a graphical display) a small box that, when selected by the user, shows that a particular feature has been enabled or a particular option chosen




•
 
click on the checkbox to activate the second function.



















checked

 
/CHekt/






adjective



1.
 
(of clothes or fabric) having a pattern of small squares




•
 
a checked shirt.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) followed by one or more consonants in the same syllable.













checker1


 
/ˈCHekər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that verifies or examines something




•
 
a spelling checker.










2.
 


(US)

 a cashier in a supermarket.














checker2


 
/ˈCHekər /

 


‹Brit.›

 chequer





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
checkers

 )
 — a pattern of squares, typically alternately colored




•
 
a geometric shape bordered by checkers




•
 (as 
modifier

 
checker

 )
 
a checker design.










2.
 
(
checkers

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a game for two players, with twelve pieces each, played on a checkerboard.




3.
 
(
checker

 )
 — a round flat piece, usually red or black, used to play checkers.











– origin

 Middle English: from exchequer
 . The original sense ‘chessboard’ gave rise to 
checkered

 meaning ‘marked like a chessboard’; hence 
sense

 1 (early 16th cent).





Checker, Chubby

 
/ˈCHekər/






(1941–), US singer; born 
Ernest Evans

 . He popularized dance crazes such as “The Twist” (1960).









checkerberry

 
/ˈCHekərˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a creeping evergreen North American shrub of the heath family, with spiny scented leaves and waxy white flowers.

Also called wintergreen
 . [
Gaultheria procumbens

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]




2.
 
the edible red fruit of the checkerberry plant.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
checkers

 or 
chequers

 ‘berries of the service tree’ (so named from their color) + berry
 .





checkerboard

 
/ˈCHekərˌbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a board for playing checkers and certain other games, with a regular pattern of squares in alternating colors, typically black and white.




2.
 
a pattern resembling a board for playing checkers and other games, with a regular pattern of squares in alternating colors.













checkered

 
/ˈCHekərd/






adjective



1.
 
having a pattern of alternating squares of different colors.




2.
 
marked by periods of varied fortune or discreditable incidents




•
 
his 
checkered past

 might hurt his electability.



















checkered flag

 
/ˈCHekərd flaɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Auto Racing]

 a flag with a black-and-white checkered pattern, displayed to drivers as they finish a race.








II.
 
phrases





take the checkered flag






finish first in a race




•
 
Unser took the checkered flag four times this spring.























checkerspot

 
/ˈCHekərˌspät/






noun




a North American butterfly with pale markings on the wings that typically form a checkered pattern.

[
Euphydryas

 and other genera, subfamily 
Melitaeinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : several species, in particular the 
Baltimore checkerspot

 (
E. phaeton

 ).]













check-in

 
/ˈCHek ˌin/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the act of reporting one's presence and registering, typically at an airport or hotel




•
 
the check-in counter.










2.
 
the point at which registration at airport or hotel takes place.













checking account

 
/ˈCHekiNG əˌkount /

 


‹Canadian›

 chequing account





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an account at a bank against which checks can be drawn by the account depositor.











– origin

 1920s: from check
 2
 .





checklist

 
/ˈCHekˌlist/






noun




a list of items required, things to be done, or points to be considered, used as a reminder.














check mark






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mark (✓) used to indicate that an item in a list or text is correct or has been chosen, checked, or dealt with.














checkmate

 
/ˈCHekˌmāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chess]

 a check from which a king cannot escape.




2.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — (by a player) announcing that the opponent's king is in the position of checkmate.




3.
 
a final defeat or deadlock




•
 
if the rebel forces succeed in cutting off the road, they will have achieved checkmate.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chess]

 put into checkmate.




2.
 


[Chess]

 defeat or frustrate totally




•
 
the use of technology to checkmate present missile technology.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eschec mat

 , from Arabic 
šāh māta

 , from Persian 
šāh manad

 ‘the king is helpless.’





checkout

 
/ˈCHekˌout/






noun



1.
 
a point at which goods are paid for in a supermarket or other store


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
packaging that is scanned at the checkout counter.










2.
 
the administrative procedure followed when a guest leaves a hotel at the end of a stay


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
checkout time.



















checkpoint

 
/ˈCHekˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
a barrier or manned entrance, typically at a border, where travelers are subject to security checks.




2.
 
a place along the route of a long-distance race where the time for each competitor is recorded.




3.
 
a location whose exact position can be verified visually or electronically, used by pilots to aid navigation.













check rein

 
/ˈCHek ˌrān/






noun




a bearing rein.













checkroom

 
/ˈCHekˌro͞om ˈCHekˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a room in a public building where coats, hats, luggage, etc., may be left temporarily.













checks and balances






plural noun




counterbalancing influences by which an organization or system is regulated, typically those ensuring that political power is not concentrated in the hands of individuals or groups.













checksum

 
/ˈCHekˌsəm/






noun




a digit representing the sum of the correct digits in a piece of stored or transmitted digital data, against which later comparisons can be made to detect errors in the data.













checkup

 
/ˈCHekˌəp/






noun




a thorough examination, especially a medical or dental one.













check valve






noun




a valve that closes to prevent backward flow of liquid.













cheddar

 
/ˈCHedər/






noun




a kind of firm smooth cheese, originally made in Cheddar in southern England.













cheder

 
/ˈKHedər, ˈKHā- /

 
heder





I.
 
noun




a school for Jewish children in which Hebrew and religious knowledge are taught.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
ḥeḏer

 ‘room.’





cheechako

 
/CHēˈCHäkō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person newly arrived in the mining districts of Alaska or northwestern Canada.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Chinook Jargon, ‘newcomer.’






cheek

 
/CHēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either side of the face below the eye




•
 
tears rolled down her cheeks.










2.
 
either of the inner sides of the mouth




•
 
Sam had to bite his cheeks to keep from laughing.










3.
 


‹informal›

 either of the buttocks.




4.
 
either of two side pieces or parts in a structure.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — impertinent talk or behavior




•
 
he 
had the cheek

 to complain




•
 
that's enough of your cheek!














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
cheek by jowl






close together; side by side




•
 
the houses were packed cheek by jowl along the coast.







[from a use of 
jowl

 in the sense ‘cheek’; the phrase was originally 
cheek by cheek

 .]









2.
 
cheek to cheek






(of two people dancing) with their heads close together in an intimate way.









3.
 
turn the other cheek






refrain from retaliating when one has been attacked or insulted.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 5:39.]












III.
 
derivatives





cheeked

 
/CHēkt /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
rosy-cheeked

























– origin

 Old English 
cē(a)ce

 , 
cēoce

 ‘cheek, jaw’; related to Dutch 
kaak

 .





cheekbone

 
/ˈCHēkˌbōn/






noun




the bone below the eye.













cheekily

 
/ˈCHēkəlē/






adverb




in an impudent or irreverent way that is typically regarded as amusing




•
 
he smiled cheekily at the camera




•
 
she cheekily poked fun at her other half.



















cheekpiece

 
/ˈCHēkpēs/






noun



1.
 
a part of an object that covers or rests on the cheek, in particular




2.
 
the portion of the stock of a rifle or shotgun that rests against the face when aiming from the shoulder.




3.
 
either of the two straps of a horse's bridle joining the bit and the headpiece.




4.
 
a bar on a horse's bit that lies outside the mouth.













cheek pouch






noun




a saclike fold of skin on either side of the mouth, especially in squirrels, monkeys, and gophers, used for carrying food.













Cheektowaga

 
/ˌCHēktəˈwäɡə/






a town in western New York, an industrial suburb east of Buffalo; pop. 87,788 (est. 2008).









cheeky

 
/ˈCHēkē/





I.
 
adjective




impudent or irreverent, typically in an endearing or amusing way




•
 
a cheeky grin.














II.
 
derivatives





cheekiness

 
/ˈCHēkēnəs /






noun






















cheep

 
/CHēp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrill squeaky cry made by a bird, typically a young one.




2.
 
a sound resembling the shrill squeaky cry made by a bird




•
 
an electronic cheep from the alarm.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a shrill squeaky sound.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots): imitative (compare with peep
 2
 ).






cheer

 
/CHir/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — shout for joy or in praise or encouragement




•
 
she cheered from the sidelines.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — praise or encourage with shouts




•
 
they cheered his emotional speech




•
 
the cyclists were 
cheered on

 by the crowds.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give comfort or support to




•
 
he seemed greatly cheered by my arrival.










4.
 
(
cheer someone up

 or 
cheer up

 )
 — make or become less miserable


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I asked her out to lunch to cheer her up




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he cheered up at the sight of the food.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a shout of encouragement, praise, or joy




•
 
a tremendous cheer from the audience.










2.
 
a brief phrase shouted in unison by a crowd, typically led by cheerleaders, in support of an athletic team.




3.
 
(also 
good cheer

 )
 — cheerfulness, optimism, or confidence




•
 
an attempt to inject a little cheer into this gloomy season.










4.
 
food and drink provided for a festive occasion




•
 
they had partaken heartily of the Christmas cheer.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
of good cheer








‹archaic›

 cheerful; optimistic.









2.
 
three cheers






three successive hurrahs shouted to express appreciation or congratulation




•
 


three cheers for

 the winners!















3.
 
what cheer?








‹archaic›

 how are you?















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chiere

 ‘face,’ from late Latin 
cara

 , from Greek 
kara

 ‘head.’ The original sense was ‘face,’ hence ‘expression, mood,’ later specifically ‘a good mood.’





cheerful

 
/ˈCHirfəl/






adjective



1.
 
noticeably happy and optimistic




•
 
how can she be so cheerful at six o'clock in the morning?




•
 
a cheerful voice.










2.
 
causing happiness by its nature or appearance




•
 
a chatty, cheerful letter




•
 
the room was painted in cheerful colors.



















cheerfully

 
/ˈCHirfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that displays happiness or optimism




•
 
he was whistling cheerfully.










2.
 
in a way that inspires feelings of happiness




•
 
cheerfully decorated rooms.










3.
 
readily and willingly




•
 
I could cheerfully have strangled her.



















cheerfulness

 
/ˈCHirf(ə)lnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being noticeably happy and optimistic




•
 
her brand of hearty cheerfulness




•
 
it's hard to be grumpy in the face of their resolute cheerfulness.










2.
 
the quality of causing happiness




•
 
the cheerfulness from the fire




•
 
the overall cheerfulness of the film.



















cheerily

 
/ˈCHirəlē/






adverb




in a happy and optimistic way




•
 
the children were waving cheerily




•
 
he chats cheerily about city living.



















cheerio

 
/ˌCHirēˈō/






exclamation



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used as an expression of good wishes on parting; goodbye.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used as a toast.













cheerleader

 
/ˈCHirˌlēdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a team that performs organized cheering, chanting, and dancing in support of a sports team.




2.
 
an enthusiastic and vocal supporter




•
 
he was a cheerleader for individual initiative.














II.
 
derivatives





cheerlead






verb





















cheerleading





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sport involving the performance of organized cheering, chanting, and dancing in support of a sports team at games




•
 
she started cheerleading last year after a background in dance.










2.
 
the enthusiastic and vocal support of someone or something




•
 
the president deserves credit for not indulging in mindless cheerleading.














II.
 
adjective




relating to the performance of organized cheering, chanting, and dancing




•
 
the high school cheerleading squad.



















cheerless

 
/ˈCHirləs/





I.
 
adjective




gloomy; depressing




•
 
the corridors were ill-lit and cheerless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cheerlessly






adverb













2.
 
cheerlessness

 
/ˈCHirləsnəs /






noun





















cheerly

 
/ˈCHirlē/






adverb






‹archaic›

 heartily (used as a cry of encouragement among sailors).













cheers

 
/CHirz/






exclamation



1.
 


‹informal›

 expressing good wishes, in particular




2.
 


‹informal›

 good wishes before drinking




•
 
“Cheers,” she said, raising her glass.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 good wishes on parting or ending a conversation




•
 
“Cheers, Jack, see you later.”










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 gratitude or acknowledgment for something




•
 
Billy tossed him the key. “Cheers, pal.”



















cheery

 
/ˈCHirē/





I.
 
adjective




happy and optimistic




•
 
a cheery smile.














II.
 
derivatives





cheeriness

 
/ˈCHirēnəs /






noun






















cheese1


 
/CHēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a food made from the pressed curds of milk




•
 
grated cheese




•
 
a slice of cheese




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cheese sandwich.










2.
 
a complete molded mass of cheese with its rind, often in a round flat shape




•
 
a 50-pound, muslin-wrapped cheese.










3.
 
a round flat object resembling a cheese.




4.
 


‹informal›

 the quality of being too obviously sentimental




•
 
the conversations tend too far toward cheese.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hard cheese








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express sympathy over a petty matter.









2.
 
say cheese






said by a photographer to encourage the subject to smile.















– origin

 Old English 
cēse

 , 
cȳse

 ; related to Dutch 
kaas

 and German 
Käse

 ; from Latin 
caseus

 .





cheese2


 
/CHēz /

 
big cheese





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an important person




•
 
he was a big cheese in the business world.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally in the sense ‘the right thing or something excellent’): probably from Urdu, from Persian 
čīz

 ‘thing.’ The current sense dates from the 1920s.





cheese3


 
/CHēz/





I.
 
verb






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 exasperate, frustrate, or bore




•
 
that really 
cheesed off

 Ricky.














II.
 
phrases





cheese it





a.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 look out.




b.
 


‹dated›

 run away




•
 
cheese it, here comes Mr. Madigan!





















– origin

 early 19th cent. (cheese
 1
 (
sense

 1) of 
cheese it

 ): of unknown origin.





cheeseball

 
/ˈCHēzˌbôl /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




lacking taste, style, or originality




•
 
I'll admit to watching some of those cheeseball daytime talk shows.














II.
 
noun




a person who lacks taste, style, or originality.




•
 
she's a walking cheeseball, but I love her anyway.



















cheeseboard

 
/ˈCHēzbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a board on which cheese is served and cut.




2.
 
a selection of cheeses.













cheeseburger

 
/ˈCHēzˌbərɡər/






noun




a hamburger with a slice of cheese on it.













cheesecake

 
/ˈCHēzˌkāk/






noun



1.
 
a kind of rich dessert cake made with cream and soft cheese on a graham cracker, cookie, or pastry crust, typically topped with a fruit sauce.




2.
 


‹informal›

 photography, a movie, or art that portrays women in a manner emphasizing stereotypical sexual attractiveness


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cheesecake photo of herself wearing a silly hat and little else.



















cheesecloth

 
/ˈCHēzˌklôTH/






noun




thin, loosely woven cloth of cotton, used originally for making and wrapping cheese.













cheese-cutter

 
/ˈCHēzˌkədər/






noun



1.
 
an implement for cutting cheese, especially by means of a wire that can be pulled through the cheese.




2.
 
(also 
cheese-cutter cap

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a cap with a broad, square brim.














cheese fly






noun




another term for cheese-skipper
 .













cheesehead

 
/ˈCHēzˌhed/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a resident of Wisconsin, especially a fan of the Green Bay Packers football team.

[so called because Wisconsin is noted for the production of cheese.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a blockhead; an idiot.













cheesemaker

 
/ˈCHēzˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes cheese.








II.
 
derivatives





cheesemaking

 
/ˈCHēzˌmākiNG /






noun





















cheesemonger

 
/ˈCHēzˌmäNGɡər, -ˌməNGɡər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person who sells cheese, butter, and other dairy products.













cheeseparing

 
/ˈCHēzˌperiNG/





I.
 
adjective




careful or stingy with money.








II.
 
noun




stinginess.














cheese-skipper

 
/ˈCHēzˌskipər/






noun




a small shiny black fly whose larvae frequently infest cheese.

Also called cheese fly
 . [
Piophila casei

 , family 
Piophilidae

 .]














cheesesteak

 
/ˈCHēzstāk/






noun




(also 
Philly cheesesteak

 )
 — 

(US)

 a sandwich containing thin-sliced sautéed beef, melted cheese, and typically sautéed onions, served in a long roll.













cheese straw

 
/ˈCHēz ˌstrô/






noun




a thin strip of pastry, flavored with cheese and eaten as a snack.













cheesy

 
/ˈCHēzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like cheese in taste, smell, or consistency




•
 
a pungent, cheesy sauce.










2.
 


‹informal›

 cheap, unpleasant, or blatantly inauthentic




•
 
a big cheesy grin




•
 
cheesy motel rooms.














II.
 
derivatives





cheesiness






noun





















cheetah

 
/ˈCHēdə/





I.
 
noun




a large spotted cat found in Africa and parts of Asia. It is the fastest animal on land.

[
Acinonyx jubatus

 , family 
Felidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
cītā

 , perhaps from Sanskrit 
citraka

 ‘leopard.’





Cheever, John

 
/CHēvər/






(1912–82), US novelist and short-story writer. His stories frequently satirize affluent residents of the suburbs of Westchester County and New England. Notable works: 
The Wapshot Chronicle

 (1957), 
The Wapshot Scandal

 (1964), 
Falconer

 (1977), and 
The Stories of John Cheever

 (1978).









chef

 
/SHef/





I.
 
noun




a professional cook, typically the chief cook in a restaurant or hotel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 work as a chef




•
 
when they finish cheffing, they gather themselves together and they drink their owners' best wines.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘head.’





chef-d'œuvre

 
/ˌSHāˈdo͝ovrə/





I.
 
noun




a masterpiece.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, literally ‘chief work.’





cheffy

 
/ˈSHefē/






adjective






‹informal›

 relating to or characteristic of a chef (especially with reference to elaborate recipes, complicated techniques, etc.)




•
 
there are no trendy ingredients or cheffy tricks




•
 
when you cook and write a lot about food, you pick up some cheffy habits.




















Chefoo

 
/jəˈfo͞o/






former name of Yantai
 .









chef's salad






noun




a large salad of lettuce topped with strips of meat (usu. turkey and ham) and cheese, and large pieces of tomato and hard-boiled egg, typically served as a main course.













Cheka

 
/ˈCHekə/





I.
 
an organization under the Soviet regime for the investigation of counterrevolutionary activities. It executed many real and alleged enemies of Lenin's regime from its formation in 1917 until 1922 when it was replaced by the OGPU.







– origin

 Russian, from 
che

 , 
ka

 , the initial letters of 
Chrezvychaĭnaya komissiya

 ‘Extraordinary Commission (for combating Counterrevolution, Sabotage, and Speculation).’





Chekhov, Anton

 
/ˈCHekˌôv, ˈCHekˌôf/






(1860–1904), Russian playwright and short-story writer; full name 
Anton Pavlovich Chekhov

 . His work, which portrays upper-class life in prerevolutionary Russia with a blend of naturalism and symbolism, had a considerable influence on 20th-century drama. Notable plays: 
The Seagull

 (1895), 
Uncle Vanya

 (1900), 
Three Sisters

 (1901), and 
The Cherry Orchard

 (1904).









Chekiang

 
/ˌjəˈjyäNG/






variant of Zhejiang
 .










chela1


 
/ˈkēlə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a pincerlike claw, especially of a crab or other crustacean.

Compare with chelicera
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
chele

 or Greek 
khēlē

 ‘claw.’





chela2


 
/ˈCHālä/





I.
 
noun




a follower and student of a guru.











– origin

 from Hindi 
celā

 .





chelate

 
/ˈkēlāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound containing a ligand (typically organic) bonded to a central metal atom at two or more points.








II.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an appendage) bearing chelae.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 form a chelate with.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chelation

 
/kēˈlāSHən /






noun













2.
 
chelator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun





















chelation therapy






noun



1.
 
a therapy for mercury or lead poisoning that binds the toxins in the bloodstream by circulating a chelating solution.




2.
 
a form of complementary therapy involving the intravenous infusion of substances intended to remove calcium from hardened arteries.














chelicera

 
/kəˈlisərə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 either of a pair of appendages in front of the mouth in arachnids and some other arthropods, usually modified as pincerlike claws.

Compare with chela
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cheliceral






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
khēlē

 ‘claw’ + 
keras

 ‘horn.’





Chelicerata

 
/kəˌlisəˈrädə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large group of arthropods that comprises the arachnids, sea spiders, and horseshoe crabs. They lack antennae, but possess a pair of chelicerae, a pair of pedipalps, and (typically) four pairs of legs.

[Subphylum 
Chelicerata

 , phylum 
Arthropoda

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
khēlē

 ‘claw’ + 
keras

 ‘horn.’





chelicerate

 
/kəˈlisəˌrāt, -rət /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an arthropod of the large group Chelicerata; an arachnid, sea spider, or horseshoe crab.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting chelicerates.













Chellean

 
/ˈSHelēən/





I.
 
adjective, noun




former term for Abbevillian
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
Chelléen

 , from 
Chelles

 , near Paris, where tools from this period were discovered.





Chelmsford

 
/ˈCHelmsfərd/






a city in southeastern England, noted for its cathedral; the county town of Essex; pop. 107,800 (est. 2009).










Chelonia

 
/kəˈlōnēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
former term for Testudines
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
khelōnē

 ‘tortoise.’





chelonian

 
/kəˈlōnēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a reptile of the order 
Testudines

 (formerly 
Chelonia

 ); a turtle, terrapin, or tortoise.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting chelonians.













Chelsea

 
/ˈCHelsē/





I.
 
an industrial and commercial city in northeastern Massachusetts, just north of Boston; pop. 41,577 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a residential district of London, on the northern bank of the Thames River.




III.
 
a fashionable residential section of southern Manhattan in New York City, on the west side of the city.









Chelsea boot






noun




an elastic-sided, ankle-high boot.













Chelyabinsk

 
/CHəˈlyäbinsk/






an industrial city in southern Russia, on the eastern slopes of the Ural Mountains; pop. 1,092,500 (est. 2008).









chem.






abbreviation



1.
 
chemical.




2.
 
chemist.




3.
 
chemistry.














chemi-






combining form




representing chemical
 .

See also chemo-
 .














chemical

 
/ˈkemək(ə)l /

 
chem.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to chemistry or the interactions of substances as studied in chemistry




•
 
the chemical composition of the atmosphere.










2.
 
of or relating to chemicals




•
 
chemical treatments for killing fungi.










3.
 
relating to, involving, or denoting the use of poison gas or other chemicals as weapons of war




•
 
the manufacture of chemical weapons.














II.
 
noun




a compound or substance that has been purified or prepared, especially artificially




•
 
never mix disinfectant with other chemicals




•
 
controversy arose over treatment of apples with this chemical.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
chimique

 or modern Latin 
chimicus

 , 
chymicus

 , from medieval Latin 
alchymicus

 , from 
alchimia

 (see alchemy
 ).





chemical abuse






noun




another term for substance abuse
 .













chemical dependency






noun




addiction to a mood- or mind-altering drug, such as alcohol or cocaine.













chemical engineering

 
/ˈkeməkəl ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the branch of engineering concerned with the design and operation of industrial chemical plants.








II.
 
derivatives





chemical engineer






noun





















chemically

 
/ˈkemək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to chemistry, or to the interactions of substances as studied in chemistry




•
 
many of these compounds are chemically reactive.










2.
 
by use of chemicals




•
 
chemically modified vegetable oil




•
 
her naturally wavy blonde hair was chemically straightened.










3.
 
relating to or by means of alcohol or intoxicating drugs




•
 
a chemically dependent person




•
 
drugs and alcohol offered a chemically induced sense of belonging.



















chemical potential






noun




the change in Gibbs free energy with respect to change in amount of the component, with pressure, temperature, and amounts of other components being constant. Components are in equilibrium if their chemical potentials are equal.













chemical reaction






noun




a process that involves rearrangement of the molecular or ionic structure of a substance, as opposed to a change in physical form or a nuclear reaction.













chemical toilet






noun




a toilet that is not connected to a sewage system but has a compartment in which waste is treated with chemicals for temporary storage




•
 
the chemical toilet had been emptied and cleaned.



















chemical weathering






noun




the erosion or disintegration of rocks, building materials, etc., caused by chemical reactions (chiefly with water and substances dissolved in it) rather than by mechanical processes.













chemico-






combining form




representing chemical
 .













chemiluminescence

 
/ˌkemēlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun




the emission of light during a chemical reaction that does not produce significant quantities of heat.








II.
 
derivatives





chemiluminescent






adjective





















chemin de fer

 
/SHəˌmaN də ˈfer/





I.
 
noun




a form of the card game baccarat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘railroad.’






chemise

 
/SHəˈmēz SHəˈmēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dress hanging straight from the shoulders and giving the figure a uniform shape, popular in the 1920s.




2.
 
a woman's loose-fitting undergarment or nightdress, typically of silk or satin with a lace trim.




3.
 
a priest's alb or surplice.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a smock.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
camisia

 ‘shirt or nightgown.’





chemisette

 
/ˌSHeməˈzet/





I.
 
noun




a woman's undergarment similar to a camisole, typically worn so as to be visible beneath an open-necked blouse or dress.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, diminutive of 
chemise

 .





chemisorption

 
/ˌkemiˈsôrpSHən, -ˈzôrp-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 adsorption in which the adsorbed substance is held by chemical bonds.








II.
 
derivatives





chemisorbed

 
/ˈkemiˌsôrbd /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from chemi-
 + a shortened form of adsorption
 (see adsorb
 ).





chemist

 
/ˈkeməst /

 
chem.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expert in chemistry; a person engaged in chemical research or experiments.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a drugstore.




3.
 
a pharmacist.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an alchemist): from French 
chimiste

 , from modern Latin 
chimista

 , from 
alchimista

 ‘alchemist,’ from 
alchimia

 (see alchemy
 ).





chemistry

 
/ˈkeməstrē /

 
chem.






noun



1.
 
the branch of science that deals with the identification of the substances of which matter is composed; the investigation of their properties and the ways in which they interact, combine, and change; and the use of these processes to form new substances.




2.
 
the chemical composition and properties of a substance or body




•
 
the chemistry of soil.










3.
 
the complex emotional or psychological interaction between two people




•
 
their affair was triggered by intense sexual chemistry.




















Chemnitz

 
/ˈkemnits/






an industrial city in eastern Germany, on the Chemnitz River; pop. 245,700 (est. 2006).

Former name (1953–90) Karl-Marx-Stadt
 .









chemo

 
/ˈkēmō/






noun






‹informal›

 chemotherapy.














chemo-






combining form




representing chemical
 .

See also chemi-
 .













chemoattractant

 
/ˌkēmōəˈtraktənt, ˌkemō-/






noun






[Biology]

 a substance that attracts motile cells of a particular type




•
 
a fibroblast chemoattractant.



















chemoautotroph

 
/ˌkēmōˈôtəˌtrōf, ˌkemō-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism, typically a bacterium, that derives energy from the oxidation of inorganic compounds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chemoautotrophic

 
/-ˌôtəˈtrōfik /






adjective













2.
 
chemoautotrophy

 
/-ˈôtəˌtrōfē /






noun





















chemokine

 
/ˈkēmōˌkīn, ˈkemō-/






noun






[Physiology]

 any of a class of cytokines with functions that include attracting white blood cells to sites of infection.













chemoprophylaxis

 
/ˌkēmōˌprōfəˈlaksis, ˌkemō-/





I.
 
noun




the use of drugs to prevent disease.








II.
 
derivatives





chemoprophylactic






adjective





















chemoreceptor

 
/ˈkēmōrəˌseptər/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a sensory cell or organ responsive to chemical stimuli.








II.
 
derivatives





chemoreception

 
/-riˈsepSHən /






noun





















chemosensory

 
/ˌkēmōˈsensərē/






adjective



1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a sense organ or receptor) responsive to chemical stimuli.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 of or relating to chemosensory organs or their action




•
 
patients with chemosensory impairment.



















chemostat

 
/ˈkēmōˌstat, ˈkemō-/






noun




a system in which the chemical composition is kept at a controlled level, especially for the culture of microorganisms.













chemosynthesis

 
/ˌkēmōˈsinTHəsəs ˌkemōˈsinTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the synthesis of organic compounds by bacteria or other living organisms using energy derived from reactions involving inorganic chemicals, typically in the absence of sunlight.

Compare with photosynthesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





chemosynthetic

 
/-sinˈTHetik /






adjective





















chemotaxis

 
/ˌkēmōˈtaksəs ˌkemōˈtaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 movement of a motile cell or organism, or part of one, in a direction corresponding to a gradient of increasing or decreasing concentration of a particular substance.








II.
 
derivatives





chemotactic

 
/-ˈtaktik /






adjective





















chemotherapy

 
/ˌkēmōˈTHerəpē ˌkemōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of disease by the use of chemical substances, especially the treatment of cancer by cytotoxic and other drugs.








II.
 
derivatives





chemotherapist

 
/ˌkēmōˈTHerəpəst ˌkemōˈTHerəpəst /






noun





















chemotropism





I.
 
noun




a tropism, especially of a plant, in response to a particular substance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chemotropic

 
/ˌkēmōˈträpik, ˌkemō-, -ˈtrō- /






adjective













2.
 
chemotropically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















chemtrail

 
/ˈkemˌtrāl/





I.
 
noun




a visible trail left in the sky by an aircraft and believed by some to consist of chemical or biological agents released as part of a covert operation.











– origin

 1990s: blend of chemical
 and trail
 , on the pattern of 
contrail

 .





chemurgy

 
/ˈkemərjē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the chemical and industrial use of organic raw materials.








II.
 
derivatives





chemurgic

 
/kəˈmərjik, ke- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from chemo-
 , on the pattern of 
metallurgy

 .





Chenab

 
/CHəˈnäb/






a river in northern India and Pakistan that rises in the Himalayas and flows through Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir to join the Sutlej River in Punjab. It is one of the five rivers that gave Punjab its name.









Chen-chiang

 
/ˌjenjēˈäNG/






variant of Zhenjiang
 .









Cheney, Dick

 
/ˈCHānē/






(1941–), US vice president 2001–09; full name 
Richard Bruce Cheney

 . A conservative Republican from Wyoming, he served as secretary of defense under President George H. W. Bush 1989–93 before becoming vice president under President George W. Bush. He was a major proponent of the US invasion of Iraq in 2003.









Chengchow

 
/ˌjəNGˈjō/






variant of Zhengzhou
 .









Chengdu

 
/ˌCHəNGˈdo͞o/






the capital of Sichuan province in western central China; pop. 3,582,000 (est. 2006).









chenille

 
/SHəˈnēl/





I.
 
noun




a tufted velvety cord or yarn, used for trimming furniture and making carpets and clothing.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘hairy caterpillar.’






Chennai

 
/ˈCHinī/






a seaport on the eastern coast of India, capital of Tamil Nadu; pop. 4,590,300 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1995) Madras
 .









Chennault, Claire Lee

 
/SHəˈnôlt/






(1890–1958), US military pilot and officer. During World War II, he formed the “Flying Tigers,” a US volunteer group, to aid China.









cheongsam

 
/ˌCHôNGˈsam/





I.
 
noun




a straight, close-fitting silk dress with a high neck, short sleeves, and a slit skirt, worn traditionally by Chinese and Indonesian women.











– origin

 Chinese (Cantonese dialect).





Cheops

 
/ˈkēäps/






(
fl.

 early 26th century 
BC

 ), Egyptian pharaoh of the 4th dynasty; Egyptian name 
Khufu

 . He commissioned the building of the Great Pyramid at Giza.









cheque

 
/CHek/






noun




British spelling of check
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).













Cher1


 
/SHer/






a river in central France that rises in the Massif Central and flows north for 220 miles (350 km) to meet the Loire River near Tours.









Cher2


 
/SHer/






(1946–), US actress and singer; born 
Cherilyn Sarkisian

 . Her first marriage was to Sonny Bono, with whom she starred on a television show 1971–74. Her movies include 
Silkwood

 (1983), 
Moonstruck

 (1987), and 
Tea With Mussolini

 (1999).









Cherbourg

 
/ˈSHerˌbo͝or(ɡ), ˈSHər-/






a seaport and naval base in Normandy, in northern France; pop. 42,113 (2006).










Cherenkov, Pavel

 
/CHəˈreNGˌkôv, -ˌkôf, -kəf /

 
Cerenkov






(1904–90), Soviet physicist; full name 
Pavel Alekseevich Cherenkov

 . He investigated the effects of high-energy particles and discovered the cause of blue light (now called Cerenkov radiation
 ) emitted by radioactive substances underwater. He shared the 1958 Nobel Prize for Physics with Ilja Mikhailovich Frank (1908–90) and Igor Yevgenyevich Tamm (1895–1971).









Cherepovets

 
/ˌCHiripəˈv(y)ets/






a city in northwestern Russia, on the Rybinsk Reservoir; pop. 308,000 (est. 2008).










cherimoya

 
/ˌCHerəˈmoiə, ˌCHir- /

 
chirimoya





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American fruit with a flavor like pineapple and scaly green skin.




2.
 
the small tree which bears the cherimoya fruit, native to the Andes of Peru and Ecuador.

[
Annona cherimola

 , family 
Annonaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Spanish, from Quechua, from 
chiri

 ‘cold or refreshing’ + 
muya

 ‘circle.’





cherish

 
/ˈCHeriSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect and care for (someone) lovingly




•
 
he cared for me beyond measure and cherished me in his heart.










2.
 
hold (something) dear




•
 
I cherish the letters she wrote




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cherished

 )
 
cherished possessions.










3.
 
keep (a hope or ambition) in one's mind




•
 
he had long cherished a secret fantasy about his future.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘treat with affection’): from Old French 
cheriss-

 , lengthened stem of 
cherir

 , from 
cher

 ‘dear,’ from Latin 
carus

 .






Cherkassy

 
/CHirˈkäsē/






Russian for Cherkasy
 .










Cherkasy

 
/CHirˈkäsē/






a port in central Ukraine, on the Dnieper River; pop. 288,600 (est. 2009).

Russian name Cherkassy
 .









Cherkessk

 
/CHirˈk(y)esk/






a city in the Caucasus in southern Russia, capital of the republic of Karachai-Cherkessia; pop 113,000.









chermoula

 
/SHe(ə)rˈmo͞oˌlə, SHär-, -lä/





I.
 
noun




(in North African cookery) a sauce or marinade for fish or meat, typically containing olive oil, lemon juice, garlic, and cilantro.











– origin

 French, from Arabic 
šeṛmula

 .





Chernenko, Konstantin

 
/CHəˈreNGkō/






(1911–85), Soviet statesman, general secretary of the Communist Party of the former Soviet Union and president 1984–85; full name 
Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko

 . He died after only thirteen months in office and was succeeded by Mikhail Gorbachev.










Chernigov

 
/CHirˈn(y)ēɡəf/






Russian for Chernihiv
 .










Chernihiv

 
/ˌCHirˈn(y)ēhəf/






a port in northern Ukraine, on the Desna River; pop. 297,800 (est. 2009).

Russian name Chernigov
 .









Chernivtsi

 
/ˌCHirniftˈsē/






a city in western Ukraine, in the foothills of the Carpathian Mountains, close to the border with Romania; pop. 249,500 (est. 2009). It was part of Romania between 1918 and 1940. Russian name 
Chernovtsy

 .









Chernobyl

 
/CHərˈnōbəl/






a town near Kiev in Ukraine where an accident at a nuclear power station in April 1986 resulted in serious radioactive contamination in Ukraine, Belarus, and other parts of Europe.










Chernorechye

 
/ˌCHərnəˈreCHə/






former name (until 1919) for Dzerzhinsk
 .









chernozem

 
/ˈCHernəˌZHôm, -ˌzem/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a fertile black soil rich in humus, with a lighter lime-rich layer beneath. Such soils typically occur in temperate grasslands such as the Russian steppes and North American prairies.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian, from 
chërnyĭ

 ‘black’ + 
zemlya

 ‘earth.’





Cherokee

 
/ˈCHerəkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the southeastern US, now living on reservations in Oklahoma and North Carolina.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Cherokee, which has had its own script since 1820.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cherokee or their language.











– origin

 from Cherokee 
tsaraki

 .





Cherokee rose






noun




a climbing rose with fragrant white flowers, native to China and naturalized in the southern US.

[
Rosa laevigata

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













cheroot

 
/SHəˈro͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a cigar with both ends open and untapered.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
cheroute

 , from Tamil 
curuṭṭu

 ‘roll of tobacco.’





cherry

 
/ˈCHerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, round stone fruit that is typically bright or dark red.

See also maraschino cherry
 .




2.
 
(also 
cherry tree

 )
 — the tree that bears the cherry.

[Genus 
Prunus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, the edible fruits being derived from the 
mazzard cherry

 (
P. avium

 ) and the 
morello cherry

 (
P. cerasus

 ).]




3.
 
the wood of the cherry tree.




4.
 
used in names of plants unrelated to the cherry but with similar fruits, e.g., 
cornelian cherry

 .




5.
 
a bright or deep red color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
her mouth was a bright 
cherry red

 .










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 the hymen, as representing a woman's virginity.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bowl of cherries






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — a pleasant or enjoyable situation or experience




•
 
being in the band isn't a bowl of cherries.















2.
 
pop someone's cherry








‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with a girl or woman who is a virgin.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
cherise

 , from medieval Latin 
ceresia

 , based on Greek 
kerasos

 ‘cherry tree, cherry.’ The final -
s

 was lost because 
cherise

 was interpreted as plural (compare with caper
 2
 and pea
 ).





Cherry Hill






a township in southwestern New Jersey, southeast of Philadelphia in Pennsylvania; pop. 70,846 (est. 2008).










cherry laurel

 
/ˈˌCHerē ˈlôrəl/






noun




an evergreen shrub or small tree of the rose family, with leathery leaves, white flowers, and cherrylike fruits, native to the Balkans and widely cultivated.

[
Prunus laurocerasus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













cherry-pick

 
/ˈCHerē ˌpik/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — selectively choose (the most beneficial items) from what is available




•
 
the company should buy the whole airline and not just cherry-pick its best assets.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sports]

 in a game such as basketball, wait near the goal for a pass, which can be converted to an easy score.








II.
 
derivatives





cherry-picking






noun





















cherry picker

 
/ˈCHerē ˈpikər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a hydraulic crane with a railed platform at the end for raising and lowering people, for instance to work on overhead cables.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who cherry-picks.













cherry tomato

 
/ˈCHerē təˈˌmādō/






noun




a spherical miniature tomato. The fruit is glossy red, or occasionally yellow, and typically eaten in salad.

[Many varieties, in particular 
Lycopersicon lycopersicum cerasiforme

 .]













Chersonese

 
/ˈkərsəˌnēz, ˌkərsəˌnēz/





I.
 
ancient name for the Gallipoli peninsula.







– origin

 from Latin 
chersonesus

 , from Greek 
khersonēsos

 , from 
khersos

 ‘dry’ + 
nēsos

 ‘island.’





chert

 
/CHert/





I.
 
noun




a hard, dark, opaque rock composed of silica (chalcedony) with an amorphous or microscopically fine-grained texture. It occurs as nodules (flint) or, less often, in massive beds.








II.
 
derivatives





cherty






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally dialect): of unknown origin.






cherub

 
/ˈCHerəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a winged angelic being described in biblical tradition as attending on God. It is represented in ancient Middle Eastern art as a lion or bull with eagles' wings and a human face, and regarded in traditional Christian angelology as an angel of the second highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.




2.
 
(
pl.

 cherubim or cherubs)
 — a representation of a cherub in art, depicted as a chubby, healthy-looking child with wings.




3.
 
(
pl.

 cherubs)
 — a beautiful or innocent-looking child.











– origin

 Old English 
cherubin

 , ultimately (via Latin and Greek) from Hebrew 
kĕrūḇ

 , plural 
kĕrūḇīm

 . A rabbinic folk etymology, which explains the Hebrew singular form as representing Aramaic 
kĕ-raḇyā

 ‘like a child,’ led to the representation of the cherub as a child.





cherubic

 
/CHəˈro͞obik/





I.
 
adjective




having the childlike innocence or plump prettiness of a cherub




•
 
a round, cherubic face.














II.
 
derivatives





cherubically

 
/-bik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Cherubini, Luigi

 
/ˌkero͝oˈbēnē/






(1760–1842), Italian composer; full name 
Maria Luigi Carlo Zenobio Salvatore Cherubini

 . He is principally known for his church music and operas.









chervil

 
/ˈCHərvəl/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the parsley family, with small white flowers and delicate fernlike leaves that are used as a culinary herb.

[
Anthriscus cerefolium

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
chaerephylla

 , from Greek 
khairephullon

 .





Chesapeake

 
/ˈCHesəˌpēk/






a port city in central Virginia, in the Hampton Roads area; pop. 220,111 (est. 2008).









Chesapeake Bay

 
/ˌCHesəpēk ˈbā/






a large inlet of the North Atlantic Ocean on the US coast that extends north for 200 miles (320 km) through the states of Virginia and Maryland.









chesed

 
/ˈKHesəd/





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 the attribute of grace, benevolence, or compassion, especially (in Kabbalism) as one of the sephiroth.











– origin

 Hebrew 
ḥeseḏ

 ‘grace, loving kindness.’





Cheshire1


 
/ˈCHeSHər ˈCHeSHir/






a county in western central England; county town, Chester.









Cheshire2


 
/ˈCHeSHər ˈCHeSHir /

 
Cheshire cheese






noun




a kind of firm crumbly cheese, originally made in Cheshire, England.













Cheshire cat





I.
 
noun




a cat depicted with a broad fixed grin, as popularized through Lewis Carroll's 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

 (1865).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin, but it is said that cheeses made in 
Cheshire

 , England, used to be marked with the face of a smiling cat.





chess

 
/CHes/





I.
 
noun




a board game of strategic skill for two players, played on a checkered board. Each player begins the game with sixteen pieces that are moved and used to capture opposing pieces according to precise rules. The object is to put the opponent's king under a direct attack from which escape is impossible (
checkmate

 ).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
esches

 , plural of 
eschec

 ‘a check’ (see check
 1
 ).





chessboard

 
/ˈCHesbôrd/






noun




a square board divided into sixty-four alternating dark and light squares, used for playing chess or checkers.













chessman

 
/ˈCHesˌman ˈCHesmən/






noun




a solid figure used as a chess piece.













chess pie






noun




a type of pie filled with a mixture of eggs, butter, and sugar, to which nuts and fruits may be added.













chess set

 
/ˈCHes set/






noun




a chessboard and a set of chessmen.














chest

 
/CHest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the front surface of a person's or animal's body between the neck and the abdomen.




2.
 
the whole of a person's upper trunk, especially with reference to physical size




•
 
a 42-inch chest.










3.
 
a large strong box, typically made of wood and used for storage or shipping




•
 
an oak chest.










4.
 
a small cabinet for medicines, toiletries, etc.




•
 
the medicine chest.










5.
 
short for chest of drawers
 .




6.
 


(Brit.)

 the treasury or financial resources of some institutions




•
 
the university chest.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get something off one's chest








‹informal›

 say something that one has wanted to say for a long time, resulting in a feeling of relief.









2.
 
play (or keep) one's cards close to one's chest (or vest)








‹informal›

 be secretive and cautious about one's intentions.












III.
 
derivatives





chested






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a bare-chested youth

























– origin

 Old English 
cest

 , 
cyst

 , related to Dutch 
kist

 and German 
Kiste

 , based on Greek 
kistē

 ‘box.’





Chester

 
/ˈCHestər/





I.
 
a town in western England, the county town of Cheshire; pop. 80,600 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a city in southeastern Pennsylvania, on the Delaware River, southwest of Philadelphia; pop. 36,564 (est. 2008).









chesterfield

 
/ˈCHestərˌfēld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sofa with padded arms and a back of the same height and curved outward at the top.




2.
 


(chiefly Canadian)

 any sofa or couch.




3.
 
a man's plain straight overcoat, typically with a velvet collar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (sense 2): named after a 19th-cent. Earl of Chesterfield.





Chesterfield

 
/ˈCHestərˌfēld/






a city in eastern Missouri, on the Missouri River, a suburb of St. Louis; pop. 46,064 (est. 2008).









Chesterton, G. K.

 
/ˈCHestərtən/






(1874–1936), English essayist, novelist, and critic; full name 
Gilbert Keith Chesterton

 . His novels include 
The Napoleon of Notting Hill

 (1904) and a series of detective stories featuring Father Brown, a priest with a talent for crime detection.









Chester White






noun




a pig of a prolific white breed with drooping ears, developed in Pennsylvania.













chest freezer

 
/CHest ˈfrēzər/






noun




a freezer with a hinged lid that opens from the top, rather than a front-opening door.













chestnut

 
/ˈCHes(t)ˌnət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
sweet chestnut

 )
 — a glossy brown nut that may be roasted and eaten.




2.
 
(also 
chestnut tree

 , 
sweet chestnut

 , or 
Spanish chestnut

 )
 — the large European tree that produces the edible chestnut, which develops within a bristly case, with serrated leaves and heavy timber.

[
Castanea sativa

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]




3.
 
(also 
American chestnut

 )
 — a related tree (
C. dentata

 ), which succumbed to a fungus bark disease in the early 1900s. Once prolific in the eastern US, very few large specimens survived.




4.
 
(also 
Chinese chestnut

 )
 — a related tree (
C. mollissima

 ) native to China and Korea, cultivated elsewhere for its edible nut. The flowers have a putrid odor.




5.
 
short for horse chestnut
 .




6.
 
used in names of trees and plants that are related to the sweet chestnut or that produce similar nuts, e.g., 
water chestnut

 .




7.
 
a deep reddish-brown color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
chestnut hair.










8.
 
a horse of a reddish-brown color, with a brown mane and tail.




9.
 
a small horny patch on the inside of each of a horse's legs.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
an old chestnut






a joke or story that has become tedious because of its age and constant repetition.









2.
 
pull someone's chestnuts out of the fire






succeed in a hazardous undertaking for someone else's benefit.

[with reference to the fable of a monkey using a cat's paw to extract roasting chestnuts from a fire.]















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old English 
chesten

 (from Old French 
chastaine

 , via Latin from Greek 
kastanea

 ) + nut
 .





Chestnut Hill





I.
 
an affluent suburban area west of Boston in Massachusetts, partly in Brookline and partly in Newton.




II.
 
an affluent residential section in northern Philadelphia in Pennsylvania.









chestnut oak






noun




a North American oak that has leaves resembling those of the chestnut.

[Genus 
Quercus

 , family 
Fagaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Q. montana

 (or 
Q. prinus

 ) of the eastern US.]














chest of drawers






noun




a piece of furniture consisting of a set of drawers in a frame, typically used for storing clothes.













chest protector






noun






[Baseball]

 a padded covering worn over the chest by a catcher or umpire as protection against fouled-off or errant pitches.













chest voice






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the lowest register of the voice in singing or speaking.













chesty

 
/ˈCHestē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman) having large or prominent breasts.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 conceited and arrogant.




3.
 


‹informal›

 having a lot of mucus in the lungs




•
 
a chesty cough.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chestily

 
/ˈCHestəlē /






adverb













2.
 
chestiness






noun





















Chetnik

 
/ˈCHetnik/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Slavic nationalist guerrilla force in the Balkans, especially one active during World War II.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Serbian 
četnik

 , from 
četa

 ‘band, troop.’





chetrum

 
/ˈCHētrəm, ˈCHe-/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Bhutan, equal to one hundredth of a ngultrum.











– origin

 Dzongkha.





cheval-de-frise

 
/SHəˌvaldəˈfrēz/






noun



1.
 
a portable obstacle, consisting of a wooden frame covered with spikes or barbed wire, used by the military to close off a passage or block enemy advancement.




2.
 
shards of glass or spikes set into masonry along the top of a wall.













cheval glass

 
/SHəˈval ˌɡlas /

 
cheval mirror





I.
 
noun




a tall mirror fitted at its middle to an upright frame so that it can be tilted.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
cheval

 from French, in the sense ‘frame.’






chevalier

 
/ˌSHevəˈlir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a knight.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a chivalrous man.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a member of certain orders of knighthood or of modern French orders such as the Legion of Honor.




4.
 
(
Chevalier

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 
(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 the title of James and Charles Stuart, pretenders to the British throne.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a horseman or mounted knight): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
caballarius

 , from Latin 
caballus

 ‘horse.’ Compare with caballero
 and cavalier
 .





Chevalier, Maurice

 
/SHəˈvalˌyā, SHəvalˈyā/






(1888–1972), French singer and actor. Notable movies: 
Innocents of Paris

 (1929), 
Love Me Tonight

 (1932), and 
Gigi

 (1958).









Cheviot

 
/ˈSHevēət/






noun



1.
 
a sheep of a breed with short thick wool.




2.
 
(
cheviot

 )
 — the wool or tweed cloth obtained from the Cheviot sheep.













Cheviot Hills

 
/ˈCHēvēət, ˈCHev-, ˈCHiv-, ˈSHev-/






(also 
the Cheviots

 )
 — a range of hills on the border between England and Scotland.









chevon

 
/ˈSHev(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the flesh of goats as food; goat meat




•
 
the entree was crisp-on-the-outside, succulent-inside haunch of spring chevon.

















– origin

 from French 
chèvre

 , ‘goat,’ on the pattern of 
mutton

 .





chèvre

 
/ˈSHev(rə)/





I.
 
noun




cheese made with goat's milk.











– origin

 French, literally ‘goat, she-goat,’ from Latin 
capra

 .





chevron

 
/ˈSHevrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or stripe in the shape of a V or an inverted V, especially one on the sleeve of a uniform indicating rank or length of service.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 an ordinary in the form of a broad inverted V-shape.











– origin

 late Middle English (in heraldic use): from Old French, based on Latin 
caper

 ‘goat’; compare with Latin 
capreoli

 (diminutive of 
caper

 ) used to mean ‘pair of rafters.’






chevrotain

 
/ˈSHevrəˌtān/





I.
 
noun




a small deerlike mammal with short tusks, typically nocturnal and found in the tropical rain forests of Africa and southern Asia.

Also called mouse deer
 . [Family 
Tragulidae

 : genera 
Moschiola

 (one Asian species), 
Tragulus

 (two Asian species), and 
Hyemoschus

 (one African species).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of Old French 
chevrot

 , diminutive of 
chèvre

 ‘goat.’





Chevy

 
/ˈSHevē/






noun






‹informal›

 a Chevrolet car.













Chevy Chase

 
/ˌCHevē ˈCHās/






a fashionable suburb north of Washington, DC, in Montgomery County in Maryland; pop. 9,381 (2000).










chew

 
/CHo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bite and work (food) in the mouth with the teeth, especially to make it easier to swallow




•
 
he was chewing a mouthful of toast




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he chewed for a moment, then swallowed.










2.
 
gnaw at (something) persistently, typically as a result of worry or anxiety




•
 
he chewed his lip reflectively




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
chewed at

 a fingernail.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a repeated biting or gnawing of something.




2.
 
something other than food that is meant for chewing




•
 
a dog chew




•
 
a 
chew of

 tobacco.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
chew the cud






see cud
 .









2.
 
chew the fat (or rag)








‹informal›

 chat in a leisurely way, especially at length.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
chew someone out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 reprimand someone severely




•
 
he chewed me out for being late.















2.
 
chew something over






discuss or consider something at length




•
 
executives met to chew over the company's future.















3.
 
chew something up





a.
 
chew food until it is soft or in small pieces.




b.
 
damage or destroy something as if by chewing




•
 
the bikes were chewing up the paths.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chewable

 
/ˈCHo͞oəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
chewer






noun




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a tobacco-chewer

























– origin

 Old English 
cēowan

 ; related to Dutch 
kauwen

 and German 
kauen

 .






chewing gum

 
/ˈCHo͞oiNG ˈˌɡəm/






noun




flavored gum for chewing, typically sold in packets of individually wrapped thin strips.













chewy

 
/ˈCHo͞oē/





I.
 
adjective




(of food) needing to be chewed hard or for some time




•
 
the bread was never quite fresh, always pretty chewy.














II.
 
derivatives





chewiness






noun





















Cheyenne1


 
/SHīˈan, SHīˈen/






the capital of Wyoming, in the southeastern part of the state; pop. 56,915 (est. 2008).









Cheyenne2


 
/SHīˈan SHīˈen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living between the Missouri and Arkansas rivers but now on reservations in Montana and Oklahoma.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Cheyenne.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cheyenne or their language.











– origin

 Canadian French, from Dakota 
šahíyena

 , ‘little Cree.’





Cheyenne River

 
/SHīˌan ˈrivər, SHīˌen ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 530 miles (850 km) from northeastern Wyoming into western South Dakota to join the Missouri River at Lake Oahe.









Cheyne–Stokes breathing

 
/ˈCHān ˈstōks ˈbrēT͟HiNG, ˈCHānē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a cyclical pattern of breathing in which movement gradually decreases to a complete stop and then returns to normal. It occurs in various medical conditions, and at high altitudes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after John 
Cheyne

 (1777–1836), Scottish physician, and William 
Stokes

 (1804–78), Irish physician.





chez

 
/SHā/





I.
 
preposition




at the home of (used in imitation of French, often humorously)




•
 
I spent one summer chez Grandma.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Old French 
chiese

 , from Latin 
casa

 ‘cottage.’





Chhattisgarh

 
/ˌCHədēsˈɡär/






a state in central India, formed in 2000 from the southeastern part of Madhya Pradesh; capital, Raipur.









chi1


 
/kī/






noun



1.
 
the twenty-second letter of the Greek alphabet (
Χ

 , 
χ

 ), transliterated in the traditional Latin style as ‘ch’ (as in 
Christ

 ) or in the modern style as ‘kh’ (as in 
Khaniá

 and in the etymologies of this dictionary).




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Chi

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the twenty-second star in a constellation




•
 
Chi Ophiuchi.



















chi2


 
/CHē /

 
qi
 , ki






noun




variant spelling of qi
 .













chia

 
/ˈCHēə/






noun




a plant of the mint family with clusters of small two-lipped purple flowers. Chia is common throughout California and the Great Basin.

[
Salvia columbariae

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]














Chiang Kai-shek

 
/ˌCHaNG ˌkīˈSHek /

 
Jiang Jie Shi






(1887–1975), Chinese statesman and general; president of China 1928–31 and 1943–49, and of Taiwan 1950–75. He tried to unite China by military means in the 1930s but was defeated by the Communists. Forced to abandon mainland China in 1949, he set up a separate Nationalist Chinese State in Taiwan.









Chiangmai

 
/CHēˌäNGˈmī/






a city in northwestern Thailand; pop. 148,800 (est. 2007).









Chianina

 
/ˌkēəˈnēnə/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a large white breed of cattle, raised for its lean meat.











– origin

 from Italian.





Chianti

 
/kēˈäntē /

 
chianti





I.
 
noun




a dry red wine, originally produced in Tuscany, Italy.











– origin

 named after the 
Chianti

 Mountains, Italy.





Chiapas

 
/CHēˈäpəs, ˈCHäpəs/






a state in southern Mexico that borders on Guatemala; capital, Tuxtla Gutiérrez.









chiaroscuro

 
/kyärəˈsk(y)o͝orō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the treatment of light and shade in drawing and painting.




2.
 
an effect of contrasted light and shadow created by light falling unevenly or from a particular direction on something




•
 
the chiaroscuro of cobbled streets.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, from 
chiaro

 ‘clear, bright’ (from Latin 
clarus

 ) + 
oscuro

 ‘dark, obscure’ (from Latin 
obscurus

 ).





chiasma

 
/kīˈazmə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a point at which paired chromosomes remain in contact during the first metaphase of meiosis, and at which crossing over and exchange of genetic material occur between the strands.

See also optic chiasma
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
chiasma

 ‘crosspiece, cross-shaped mark,’ from 
khiazein

 ‘mark with the letter chi.’





chiasmus

 
/kīˈazməs/





I.
 
noun




a rhetorical or literary figure in which words, grammatical constructions, or concepts are repeated in reverse order, in the same or a modified form; e.g. ‘Poetry is the record of the best and happiest moments of the happiest and best minds.’








II.
 
derivatives





chiastic

 
/kīˈastik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘crosswise arrangement’): modern Latin, from Greek 
khiasmos

 ‘crosswise arrangement,’ from 
khiazein

 ‘mark with the letter chi,’ from 
khi

 ‘chi.’






chiastolite

 
/kīˈastəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a form of the mineral andalusite containing carbonaceous inclusions that cause some sections of the mineral to show the figure of a cross.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
khiastos

 ‘arranged crosswise’ + -lite
 .





Chiba

 
/ˈCHēbə/






a city in Japan, on the island of Honshu, east of Tokyo; pop. 910,142 (2007).









Chibcha

 
/ˈCHibCHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of Colombia whose well-developed political structure was destroyed by Europeans.




2.
 
the extinct Chibchan language of the Chibcha.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chibcha or their language.











– origin

 American Spanish, from Chibcha 
zipa

 ‘chief, hereditary leader.’





Chibchan

 
/ˈCHibCHən/





I.
 
noun




a language family of Colombia and Central America, most members of which are extinct or nearly so.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Chibchan.













chibouk

 
/CHəˈbo͞ok, SHə- /

 
chibouque





I.
 
noun




a long Turkish tobacco pipe.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French 
chibouque

 , from Turkish 
çubuk

 , literally ‘tube.’





chic

 
/SHēk/





I.
 
adjective




elegantly and stylishly fashionable.








II.
 
noun




stylishness and elegance, typically of a specified kind




•
 
French chic




•
 
biker chic.














III.
 
derivatives





chicly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, probably from German 
Schick

 ‘skill.’





chica

 
/ˈCHēkə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a girl or young woman (often as a form of address)




•
 
you rock, chica!




•
 
she is one tough chica.

















– origin

 Spanish.






Chicago

 
/SHiˈkäɡō SHiˈkôɡō/






a city in northeastern Illinois, on Lake Michigan; pop. 2,853,114 (est. 2008). Chicago developed during the 19th century as a major grain market and food-processing center.









Chicagoan

 
/SHiˈkäɡəwən SHiˈkôɡəwən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US city of Chicago in Illinois




•
 
something Chicagoan like pizza.














II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of the US city of Chicago in Illinois




•
 
she was a Chicagoan and president of the group.



















Chicagoland

 
/SHəˈkäɡōˌland/






noun




Chicago and its suburbs, considered as a unit


[often as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a thoughtful unpretentious matchmaking service for Chicagoland singles.




















Chicana

 
/CHiˈkänä/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 (in North America) a woman or girl of Mexican origin or descent.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, alteration of Spanish 
mejicana

 (feminine) ‘Mexican.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Chicano
 .






chicane

 
/SHəˈkān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial narrowing or turn on a road or auto-racing course.




2.
 


‹dated›

 (in card games) a hand without cards of one particular suit; a void.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 chicanery.








II.
 
verb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 employ trickery or chicanery.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 deceive or trick (someone).











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the senses ‘chicanery’ and ‘use chicanery’): from French 
chicane

 (noun), 
chicaner

 (verb) ‘quibble,’ of unknown origin.





chicanery

 
/SHəˈkān(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




the use of trickery to achieve a political, financial, or legal purpose




•
 
an underhanded person who schemes corruption and political chicanery behind closed doors.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
chicanerie

 , from 
chicaner

 ‘to quibble’ (see chicane
 ).





Chicano

 
/(t)SHiˈkänō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 (in North America) a person of Mexican origin or descent, especially a man or boy.

See also Chicana
 .











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, alteration of Spanish 
mejicano

 (masculine) ‘Mexican.’ / 
usage:

 The term 
Chicano

 (derived from Mexican Spanish), and the feminine form 
Chicana

 , became current in the early 1960s, first used by politically active groups. 
Chicano

 and 
Chicana

 are still in frequent use and have become less politicized. However, Mexican-Americans with less militant political views might find the terms offensive. 
Hispanic

 is a more generic term denoting persons in the US of Latin American or Spanish descent. See also usage at Hispanic
 .





chicharron

 
/ˌCHēCHəˈrōn/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexican cooking) a piece of fried pork crackling.











– origin

 from American Spanish 
chicharrón

 .





Chichén Itzá

 
/ˌCHēCHen ˈētsä/






a site in northern Yucatán, Mexico, the center of the Mayan empire after 
AD

 918 until about 1200. Its pyramids, temples, and other structures have been partly restored.









Chichester, Sir Francis

 
/ˈCHiCHəstər/






(1901–72), English sailor; full name 
Sir Francis Charles Chichester

 . He was the first person to sail alone around the world 1966–67 with only one stop.









Chichewa

 
/CHəˈCHāwə/






noun




another term for Nyanja
 (the language).













chichi1


 
/ˈSHēːSHēː ˈCHēˌCHē/





I.
 
adjective




attempting stylish elegance but achieving only an overelaborate pretentiousness




•
 
the chichi world of Manhattan cultural privilege.














II.
 
noun




pretentious and overelaborate refinement




•
 
the relentless chichi of late-eighties dining.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (in the sense ‘showiness or pretentious object’): from French, of imitative origin.





chichi2


 
/ˈCHēˌCHē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a woman's breast.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: military slang, of Japanese origin.





Chichimec

 
/ˈCHēCHəˌmek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of indigenous peoples, including the Toltecs and the Aztecs, dominant in central Mexico from the 10th to the 16th centuries.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Chichimec.











– origin

 Spanish, from Nahuatl.





chick

 
/CHik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young bird, especially one newly hatched.




2.
 
a newly hatched domestic fowl.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a young woman




•
 
she's a great-looking chick.














II.
 
phrases





neither chick nor child








(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 no children at all.















– origin

 Middle English: abbreviation of chicken
 .






chickadee

 
/ˈCHikədē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a North American titmouse, in particular: the 
black-capped chickadee

 (
Parus atricapillus

 ), with distinctive black cap and throat, and the similar but smaller 
Carolina chickadee

 (
P. carolinensis

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





Chickamauga Creek

 
/ˌCHikəmôɡə ˈkrēk/






a stream that flows from northwestern Georgia into the Tennessee River, near Chattanooga in Tennessee. A brutal Civil War battle was fought along it in September 1863.









chickaree

 
/ˈCHikəˌrē/





I.
 
noun




a squirrel with red fur, found in the coniferous forests of North America.

[Genus 
Tamiasciurus

 , family 
Sciuridae

 : three species, including the American red squirrel (
T. hudsonicus

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





Chickasaw

 
/ˈCHikəˌsô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly resident in Mississippi and Alabama, and now in Oklahoma.




2.
 
the Muskogean language of the Chickasaw.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chickasaw or their language.











– origin

 the name in Chickasaw.





chickee

 
/CHiˈkē, ˈCHikē/






noun




a rough, open structure consisting of palm or palmetto thatching on a log frame with a raised floor, adapted for beach use from the original Seminole design.














chicken

 
/ˈCHikən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domestic fowl kept for its eggs or meat, especially a young one.




2.
 
meat from a chicken




•
 
roast chicken.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a game in which the first person to lose nerve and withdraw from a dangerous situation is the loser.




4.
 
a coward.




5.
 


‹informal›

 (among homosexuals) an adolescent male.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 cowardly




•
 
they were too chicken to follow the murderers into the mountains.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
chicken out

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 withdraw from or fail in something through lack of nerve




•
 
the referee 
chickened out of

 giving a penalty.














IV.
 
phrases





don't count your chickens before they're hatched






see count
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English 
cīcen

 , 
cȳcen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kieken

 and German 
Küchlein

 , and probably also to cock
 1
 .





chicken à la king





I.
 
noun




cooked breast of chicken in a cream sauce with mushrooms and peppers.











– origin

 said to be named after E. Clark 
King

 , proprietor of a New York hotel.





chicken-and-egg

 
/ˌCHikənənˈeɡ/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a situation in which each of two things appears to be necessary to the other, making it impossible to say which came first.













chicken breast





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 another term for pigeon breast
 .








II.
 
derivatives





chicken-breasted

 
chicken-chested






adjective





















chicken feed

 
/ˈCHikən fēd/






noun



1.
 
food for poultry.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an insignificant amount of money




•
 
the pay was chicken feed for the work I put in.



















chicken-fried steak

 
/ˈCHikən frīd stāk/






noun






(US)

 a thin piece of beef that is lightly battered and fried until crisp.













chicken hawk

 
chickenhawk






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a hawk of a type that is reputed to prey on domestic fowl.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an older man who seeks younger men or boys as sexual partners.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who speaks out in support of war, yet has avoided active military service.













chicken-hearted

 
/ˌCHikənˈhärdəd /

 
chicken-livered






adjective




easily frightened; cowardly.













chicken Kiev






noun




a dish consisting of a chicken breast stuffed with garlic butter, coated with breadcrumbs, and then fried or baked




•
 
chicken Kiev is always time-consuming to prepare but it's worth it.



















Chicken Little





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an alarmist or doomsayer




•
 
my beloved capital sounds more and more these days like a barnyard filled with Chicken Littles.

















– origin

 1990s: from the name of a character in a children's story who repeatedly warns that the sky is falling.






chickenpox

 
/ˈCHikənˌpäks /

 
chicken pox





I.
 
noun




an infectious disease causing a mild fever and a rash of itchy inflamed blisters. It is caused by the herpes zoster virus and mainly affects children, who are afterward usually immune.

Also called varicella
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably so named because of its mildness, as compared to smallpox.





chickenshit

 
/ˈCHikənˌSHit /

 

‹N. Amer. vulgar slang›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
worthless or contemptible (used as a general term of deprecation)




•
 
no more chickenshit excuses.










2.
 
cowardly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a worthless or contemptible person.




2.
 
something worthless or petty




•
 
names are chickenshit; they didn't need any names.



















chicken wire

 
/ˈCHikən ˌwī(ə)r/






noun




light wire netting with a hexagonal mesh.













chick flick

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 a movie that appeals mainly to women.














chickling pea

 
/ˈCHikliNG ˌpē /

 
chickling vetch





I.
 
noun




another term for grass pea
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: based on obsolete 
chich

 ‘chickpea.’





chick lit

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 literature that appeals mainly to women.













chickpea

 
/ˈCHikˌpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round yellowish seed, used widely as food.

Also called garbanzo
 .




2.
 
the leguminous Old World plant which bears chickpeas.

[
Cicer arietinum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent. (earlier as 
chiche-pease

 ): from late Middle English 
chiche

 (from Old French 
chiche

 , 
cice

 , from Latin 
cicer

 ‘chickpea’) + pease
 .





chickweed

 
/ˈCHikˌwēd/






noun




a small plant of the pink family with deeply cleft white petals, often growing as a garden weed and sometimes eaten by poultry.

[
Stellaria

 , 
Cerastium

 , and other genera, family 
Caryophyllaceae

 : several species, including 
common chickweed

 (
S. media

 ), with smooth leaves and stems, and 
mouse-ear chickweed

 (
C. vulgatum

 ), with hairy leaves and stems.]













chicle

 
/ˈCHikəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the milky latex of the sapodilla tree, used to make chewing gum.




2.
 
another term for sapodilla
 .











– origin

 via Latin American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
tzictli

 .





Chico

 
/ˈCHēkō/






a city in northern California, at the north end of the Sacramento Valley; pop. 83,791 (est. 2008).









Chicopee

 
/ˈCHikəˌpē/






a city in south central Massachusetts, an industrial center on the northern side of Springfield; pop. 54,941 (est. 2008).









chicory

 
/ˈCHikərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blue-flowered Mediterranean plant of the daisy family, cultivated for its edible salad leaves and carrot-shaped root.

[
Cichorium intybus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
the root of the chicory plant, which is roasted and ground for use as an additive to or substitute for coffee.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for endive
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete French 
cicorée

 (earlier form of 
chicorée

 ) ‘endive,’ via Latin from Greek 
kikhorion

 .






chide

 
/CHīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scold or rebuke




•
 
she 
chided

 him 
for

 not replying to her letters




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You mustn't speak like that,” she chided gently.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chider






noun













2.
 
chidingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
cīdan

 , of unknown origin.






chief

 
/CHēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leader or ruler of a people or clan




•
 
the chief of the village




•
 
the Tlingit chief




•
 [as 
title

 ]
 
an island where Chief Seattle was born.










2.
 
the person with the highest rank in an organization




•
 
a bureau chief




•
 
the chief of police.










3.
 
an informal form of address, especially to someone of superior rank or status




•
 
it's quite simple, chief.










4.
 


[Heraldry]

 an ordinary consisting of a broad horizontal band across the top of the shield.




5.
 
the upper third of the field.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
most important




•
 
the chief reason for the spending cuts




•
 
chief among her concerns is working alone at night.










2.
 
having or denoting the highest rank or authority




•
 
the government's chief adviser.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
chief cook and bottle-washer








‹informal›

 a person who performs a variety of important but routine tasks.









2.
 
in chief








[Heraldry]

 at the top; in the upper part.









3.
 
too many chiefs and not enough Indians






too many people giving orders and not enough people to carry them out.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chiefdom

 
/ˈCHēfdəm /






noun













2.
 
chiefship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chief

 , 
chef

 , based on Latin 
caput

 ‘head.’





chief justice

 
//






noun



1.
 
(the title of) the presiding judge in a supreme court.




2.
 
(
Chief Justice of the United States

 )
 — (the formal title of) the chief justice of the US Supreme Court.













chiefly

 
/ˈCHēflē/






adverb



1.
 
above all; mainly




•
 
he is remembered chiefly for his sonatas.










2.
 
for the most part; mostly




•
 
this group has consisted chiefly of conservatives.



















chief master sergeant

 
/CHēf ˈmastər ˈsärjənt/






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Air Force ranking above senior master sergeant and below warrant officer.













chief of staff






noun




the senior staff officer of a service or command.













chief of state






noun




the titular head of a nation as distinct from the head of the government.













chief petty officer






noun




a senior noncommissioned officer in a navy, in particular an NCO in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above petty officer and below senior chief petty officer.













chief rabbi

 
/CHēːfˈrabī/






noun




(in the UK and some other countries) the preeminent rabbi of a national Jewish community.













chieftain

 
/ˈCHēftən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the leader of a people or clan.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a powerful member of an organization.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chieftaincy

 
/ˈCHēft(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
chieftainship

 
/ˈCHēft(ə)nˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English and Old French 
chevetaine

 , from late Latin 
capitaneus

 (see captain
 ). The spelling was altered by association with chief
 .





chief warrant officer






noun




a member of the US armed forces ranking above warrant officer and below the lowest-ranking commissioned officer.













chiffchaff

 
/ˈCHifˌCHaf/





I.
 
noun




a migratory Eurasian and North African leaf warbler with drab plumage.

[Genus 
Phylloscopus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : two species, in particular the common 
P. collybita

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative of its call.





chiffon

 
/SHiˈfän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, sheer fabric typically made of silk or nylon


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a chiffon blouse.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a cake or dessert) made with beaten egg whites to give a light consistency




•
 
chiffon cake.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally plural, denoting trimmings or ornaments on a woman's dress): from French, from 
chiffe

 ‘rag.’





chiffonade

 
/ˌSHifəˈnäd, ˌSHifəˈnād /

 
chiffonnade





I.
 
noun




a preparation of shredded or finely cut leaf vegetables, used as a garnish for soup.











– origin

 French, from 
chiffonner

 ‘to crumple.’






chiffonier

 
/ˌSHifəˈnir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tall chest of drawers, often with a mirror on top.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a low cupboard, sometimes with a raised bookshelf on top.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
chiffonnier

 , 
chiffonnière

 , literally ‘ragpicker,’ also denoting a chest of drawers for odds and ends.





chifforobe

 
/ˈSHifəˌrōb/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a piece of furniture with drawers on one side and hanging space on the other.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of chiffonier
 and wardrobe
 .






chigger

 
/ˈCHiɡər /

 
jigger





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tiny mite whose parasitic larvae live on or under the skin of warm-blooded animals, where they cause irritation and dermatitis and sometimes transmit scrub typhus.

Also called harvest mite
 . [Genus 
Trombicula

 , family 
Trombiculidae

 : many species.]




2.
 
another term for chigoe
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: variant of chigoe
 .





chignon

 
/ˈSHēnyän SHēnˈyän/





I.
 
noun




a knot or coil of hair arranged on the back of a woman's head.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, originally ‘nape of the neck,’ based on Latin 
catena

 ‘chain.’






chigoe

 
/ˈCHēˌɡō/





I.
 
noun




a tropical flea, the female of which burrows and lays eggs beneath the host's skin, causing painful sores.

Also called chigger
 , sand flea
 . [
Tunga penetrans

 , family 
Tungidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
chique

 , from a West African language.






Chihli, Gulf of

 
/ˈjirˈlē, ˈCHēˈlē/






another name for Bo Hai
 .









chihuahua

 
/CHəˈwäwä CHiˈwäwə/





I.
 
noun




a small dog of a smooth-haired, large-eyed breed originating in Mexico.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Chihuahua
 .






Chihuahua

 
/CHəˈwäwä, CHəˈwäwə/





I.
 
a state in northern Mexico.




II.
 
the capital of the state of Chihuahua, the principal city of north central Mexico; pop. 748,518 (2005).









chilaquiles

 
/ˌCHēləˈkēlās/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexican cooking) a dish of fried tortilla strips typically topped with a spicy tomato sauce and cheese.











– origin

 from Nahuatl.






chilblain

 
/ˈCHilˌblān/





I.
 
noun




a painful, itching swelling on the skin, typically on a hand or foot, caused by poor circulation in the skin when exposed to cold.








II.
 
derivatives





chilblained






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from chill
 + blain
 .






child

 
/CHīld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young human being below the age of puberty or below the legal age of majority.




2.
 
a son or daughter of any age.




3.
 
an immature or irresponsible person




•
 
she's such a child!










4.
 
a person who has little or no experience in a particular area




•
 
he's a child in financial matters.










5.
 
(
children

 )
 — the descendants of a family or people




•
 
the children of Abraham.










6.
 
(
child of

 )
 — a person or thing influenced by a specified environment




•
 
a child of the sixties




•
 
OPEC was in a sense a child of the Cold War.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
child's play






a task that is easily accomplished.









2.
 
from a child






since childhood.









3.
 
with child








‹formal›

 pregnant.















– origin

 Old English 
cild

 , of Germanic origin. The Middle English plural 
childer

 or 
childre

 became 
childeren

 or 
children

 by association with plurals ending in 
-en

 , such as 
brethren

 .





Child, Julia

 
/CHīld/






(1912–2004), US chef and cookbook author; born 
Julia Carolyn McWilliams

 . Her cookbooks, beginning with 
Mastering the Art of French Cooking

 (written in 1961 with Simone Beck and Louisette Bertholle), and her television cooking show 
The French Chef

 , which began on PBS in 1963, revolutionized American cooking.









Child, Lydia Maria

 
/CHīld/






(1802–80), US abolitionist and writer; born 
Lydia Maria Francis

 . She was editor of the 
National Anti-Slavery Standard

 1841–43 and the author of novels, children's books, and the poem “Thanksgiving Day,” which begins “Over the river and through the woods.”









child abuse

 
/CHīld əˈbyo͞oz/






noun




physical maltreatment or sexual molestation of a child.













childbearing

 
/ˈCHīl(d)ˌberiNG/






noun




the process of giving birth to children


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
women of childbearing age.



















childbed

 
/ˈCHīl(d)bed/






noun




archaic term for childbirth
 .













childbed fever






noun




another term for puerperal fever
 .














childbirth

 
/ˈCHīl(d)bərTH/






noun




the action of giving birth to a child




•
 
she died 
in childbirth

 .



















child care

 
/ˈCHīld ˌker/






noun



1.
 
the action or skill of looking after children.




2.
 
the care of children by a day-care center, babysitter, or other provider while parents are working.













child-centered

 
/ˈCHīldˌsen(t)ərd/






adjective




giving priority to the interests and needs of children




•
 
child-centered teaching methods.



















Childe

 
/CHīld/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
names

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a youth of noble birth




•
 
Childe Harold.

















– origin

 late Old English, variant of child
 .





Childermas

 
/ˈCHildərˌmas/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the feast of the Holy Innocents, December 28.











– origin

 Old English 
cildramæsse

 , from 
cildra

 ‘of children,’ genitive plural of 
cild

 (see child
 ) + 
mæsse

 (see Mass
 ).





childfree

 
/ˌCHīldˈfrē/






adjective




pertaining to adults who do not have or live with children




•
 
I'm interested in finding a childfree computer geek-girl with a worldview similar to mine.



















childhood

 
/ˈCHīldˌho͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being a child




•
 
the idealized world of childhood.










2.
 
the period during which a person is a child




•
 
she spent her childhood in Pennsylvania




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a childhood friend.

















– origin

 Old English 
cildhād

 (see child
 , -hood
 ).





childish

 
/ˈCHīldiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, like, or appropriate to a child




•
 
childish enthusiasm.










2.
 
silly and immature




•
 
a childish outburst.














II.
 
derivatives





childishness

 
/ˈCHīldiSHnis /






noun





















childishly

 
/ˈCHīldiSHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in the manner of a child




•
 
a childishly innocent remark




•
 
he was childishly eager.










2.
 
in a silly or immature way




•
 
he childishly chooses himself above his friends




•
 
he was childishly rude in his dismissals.



















child labor

 
/CHīld ˈlābər/






noun




the use of children in industry or business, especially when illegal or considered inhumane.













childless

 
/ˈCHīldləs/





I.
 
adjective




not having any children




•
 
a childless couple




•
 
I am childless by choice.














II.
 
derivatives





childlessness






noun





















childlike

 
/ˈCHīl(d)līk/






adjective




(of an adult) having good qualities associated with a child




•
 
she speaks with a childlike directness.



















childminder

 
/ˈCHīl(d)ˌmīndər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a child-care worker or babysitter.








II.
 
derivatives





childminding






noun





















childproof

 
/ˈCHīl(d)pro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




designed to prevent children from injuring themselves or doing damage




•
 
disinfectants that are fitted with childproof caps.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make inaccessible to children




•
 
childproof those cabinets with safety latches.



















childrearing

 
/ˈCHīldˌririNG/






noun




the process of bringing up a child or children




•
 
modern ideas about childrearing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
childrearing costs.



















children

 
/ˈCHildrən/






plural form of child
 .









Children's Crusade






a crusade to the Holy Land in 1212 by tens of thousands of children, chiefly from France and Germany. Most of the children never reached their destination, and were sold into slavery.









child restraint






noun




a device used to control and protect a child in a motor vehicle.













child's pose






noun




a yoga pose assumed by kneeling and bending one's upper body downwards until one's head touches the floor in front of one's knees




•
 
if you feel dizzy or lightheaded, rest in child's pose.



















child support






noun




court-ordered payments, typically made by a noncustodial divorced parent, to support one's minor child or children.













child trafficking





I.
 
noun




the illegal movement of children, typically for the purposes of forced labor or sexual exploitation




•
 
child trafficking has become a worldwide concern in the past few years.














II.
 
derivatives





child trafficker






noun





















chile1


 
/ˈCHilē/






noun




variant spelling of chili
 .













chile2


 
/CHīl/






noun




nonstandard spelling of child
 , used in representing chiefly southern US dialect:




•
 
where you been, 
honey chile

 ?



















Chile

 
/ˈCHilā ˈCHilē/







1.
 
a country in South America that occupies a long coastal strip that runs down the western coast of Bolivia and Argentina, on the Pacific Ocean; pop. 16,601,700 (est. 2009); capital, Santiago; official language, Spanish.





Most of Chile was part of the Inca empire and became part of Spanish Peru after Pizarro's conquest. Independence was achieved in 1818 with help from Argentina. After the overthrow of the Marxist democrat Salvador Allende in 1973, Chile was ruled by the right-wing military dictatorship of General Pinochet until a democratically elected president took office in 1990.









Chilean

 
/CHəˈlāən ˈCHilēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Chile or its people




•
 
the Chilean coast




•
 
a Chilean artist.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Chile




•
 
a new generation of Chileans will vote for the first time this weekend.



















Chilean sea bass

 
/CHilˌāən ˈsē ˌbas/






noun




see Patagonian toothfish
 .














Chilean wine palm






noun




another term for coquito
 .














chile con queso

 
/ˌCHilē kän ˈkāsō /

 
chili con queso





I.
 
noun




a thick sauce of melted cheese seasoned with chili peppers, typically served warm as a dip for tortilla chips




•
 
if you prefer a mild chile con queso, omit the chipotle.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘chile with cheese.’






chile relleno

 
/ˌCHilā rəˈyānō/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexican cuisine) a stuffed chili pepper, typically battered and deep-fried.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘stuffed chili.’





Chile saltpeter






noun




another term for sodium nitrate
 , esp. as a commercial product mined in Chile and other arid parts of the world.














chili

 
/ˈCHilē /

 
chili pepper
 , chile
 , 

‹Brit.›

 chilli





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small hot-tasting pod of a variety of capsicum, used chopped (and often dried) in sauces, relishes, and spice powders. There are various forms with pods of differing size, color, and strength of flavor, such as cascabels and jalapeños.

[
Capsicum annuum

 var. 
annuum

 , ‘
longum

 ’ group (or var. 
longum

 ).]




2.
 
short for chili powder
 .




3.
 
short for chili con carne
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
chile

 , from Nahuatl 
chilli

 .





chiliast

 
/ˈkilēˌast/





I.
 
noun




another term for millenarian
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chiliasm

 
/ˈkilēˌazəm /






noun













2.
 
chiliastic

 
/ˌkilēˈastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
khiliastēs

 , from 
khilias

 ‘a thousand years,’ from 
khilioi

 ‘thousand.’





chiliburger

 
/ˈCHilēˌbərɡər/






noun




a hamburger with a topping of chili con carne.














chili con carne

 
/ˌCHilā kän ˈkärnē/





I.
 
noun




a spicy stew of beef and red chilies or chili powder, often with beans and tomatoes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
chile con carne

 , literally ‘chili pepper with meat.’





chili dog






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a hot dog garnished with chili con carne.














chili powder

 
/ˈCHilē ˈpoudər/






noun




a hot-tasting spice made from ground dried red chilies, sometimes with other spices.













chili sauce






noun




a hot sauce made with tomatoes, chilies, and spices.














chill

 
/CHil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unpleasant feeling of coldness in the atmosphere, one's surroundings, or the body




•
 
there was a chill in the air




•
 
the disease begins abruptly with chills, headaches, and dizziness.










2.
 
a feverish cold




•
 
we had better return before you catch a chill.










3.
 
a coldness of manner




•
 
a long-term chill in relations could hurt commerce.










4.
 
a depressing influence




•
 
his statements have 
cast a chill over

 this whole country.










5.
 
a sudden and powerful feeling of fear




•
 
a chill ran down my spine.




•
 
his words sent 
a chill of

 apprehension down my spine.










6.
 
a metal mold or part of a mold, often cooled, designed to ensure rapid or even cooling of metal during casting.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) cold




•
 
I'm 
chilled to the bone

 .










2.
 
cool (food or drink), typically in a refrigerator




•
 
chill the soup slightly before serving.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food or drink) be cooled by chilling




•
 
the beers are chilling in the cooler.










4.
 
horrify or frighten (someone)




•
 
the city was chilled by the violence




•
 (as 
adj.

 
chilling

 )
 
a chilling account of the prisoners' fate.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (also 
chill out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 calm down and relax




•
 
I can lean back and chill




•
 
chill out, okay?










6.
 
pass time without a particular aim or purpose, especially with other people




•
 
we had a week at home and we chilled out.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
chilly




•
 
the chill gray dawn




•
 


‹figurative›

 the chill winds of public censure.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 very relaxed or easygoing




•
 
I'm kind of a relaxed, chill guy




•
 
the island is really chill and laid-back.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
chill someone's blood






horrify or terrify someone.









2.
 
take the chill off






warm slightly.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chillness

 
/ˈCHilnəs /






noun













2.
 
chillsome

 
/-səm /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
cele

 , 
ciele

 ‘cold, coldness,’ of Germanic origin; related to cold
 .





chillax

 
/ˈCHilaks/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 calm down and relax




•
 
you can dance to your favorite tune, chillax, or have friends over.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of chill
 and relax
 .





chilled

 
/CHild/






adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) cooled in a refrigerator




•
 
a glass of chilled white wine




•
 
chilled artichoke soup.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very relaxed




•
 
by Sunday evening I'm usually feeling pretty chilled




•
 
the chilled atmosphere makes this a great way to enjoy some typical French cuisine.



















chiller

 
/ˈCHilər/






noun



1.
 
a machine for cooling something, especially a cold cabinet or refrigerator for keeping stored food a few degrees above freezing.




2.
 
short for spine-chiller
 .













chill factor






noun




another term for windchill
 .













Chillicothe

 
/ˌCHiləˈkäTHē, -ˈkôTHē/






a historic city in south central Ohio, an early capital of the state; pop. 22,296 (est. 2008).









chillingly

 
/ˈCHiliNGlē/






adverb




in an unsettling or horrifying way




•
 
her troubled childhood was brilliantly and chillingly evoked in her memoir




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a chillingly cold-blooded plan.



















chill pill






noun






‹informal›

 a notional pill taken to make a person calm down or relax




•
 
is Tom right to get so uptight, or should he just 
take a chill pill

 ?



















chillum

 
/ˈCHiləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hookah.




2.
 
a pipe used for smoking marijuana.











– origin

 from Hindi 
cilam

 .





chilly

 
/ˈCHilē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
uncomfortably cool or cold




•
 
it had turned chilly




•
 
a chilly day.










2.
 
(of a person) feeling cold




•
 
I felt a bit chilly.










3.
 
unfriendly




•
 
a chilly reception.














II.
 
derivatives





chilliness

 
/ˈCHilēnəs /






noun





















Chilopoda

 
/kīˈläpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of myriapod arthropods that comprises the centipedes.




II.
 
derivatives





chilopod

 
/ˈkīləˌpäd /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kheilos

 ‘lip’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





Chilpancingo

 
/ˌCHēlpänˈsiNGɡō/






a city in southwestern Mexico, capital of the state of Guerrero; pop. 166,796 (2005).









Chiltern Hundreds

 
/ˌCHiltərn ˈhəndrədz/





I.
 
(in the UK) a Crown manor, whose administration is a nominal office for which a member of Parliament applies as a way of resigning from the House of Commons.







– origin

 from the 
Chiltern Hills

 in southern England and 
Hundreds

 (see the noun hundred
 ).






Chiluba

 
/CHəˈlo͞obə/






noun




another term for Luba
 (the language).














Chilung

 
/ˌjēˈlo͝oNG /

 
Chi-lung
 , Keelung






a chief port and naval base in Taiwan, at the northern tip of the island; pop. 390,400 (est. 2007).









chimbley

 
/ˈCHimblē/






noun




dialect form of chimney
 .













Chimborazo

 
/ˌCHimbəˈräzō, ˌSHim-/






the highest peak in the Andes in Ecuador. It rises to 20,487 feet (6,310 m).









Chimbote

 
/CHēmˈbōˌtā/






an industrial port city in west central Peru, on the Pacific Ocean north of Lima; pop. 334,600 (est. 2007).









chime1


 
/CHīm/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
chimes

 )


1.
 
a bell or a metal bar or tube, typically one of a set tuned to produce a melodious series of ringing sounds when struck.




2.
 
a melodious ringing sound produced by striking a set of chimes




•
 
I hear the chimes of the hour from the courthouse.










3.
 
(
chimes

 )
 — a set of tuned metal rods used as an orchestral instrument.




4.
 
(
chimes

 )
 — a set of tuned bells used as a doorbell.




5.
 


[Bell-ringing]

 a stroke of the clapper against one or both sides of a scarcely moving bell.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bell or clock) make melodious ringing sounds, typically to indicate the time


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the clock chimed eight.










2.
 
be in agreement; harmonize




•
 
his poem 
chimes with

 our modern experience of loss.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





chime in





a.
 
interject a remark




•
 
“Yes, you do that,” Doreen chimed in eagerly.










b.
 
join in harmoniously.












IV.
 
derivatives





chimer

 
/ˈCHīmər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘cymbal’ and ‘ring out’): probably from Old English 
cimbal

 (see cymbal
 ), later interpreted as 
chime bell

 .






chime2


 
/CHīm /

 
chimb





I.
 
noun




the projecting rim at the end of a cask.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from an Old English word related to Dutch 
kim

 and German 
Kimme

 . Compare with chine
 3
 .





chimenea

 
/ˌCHiməˈnēə ˌCHiməˈnāə /

 
chiminea





I.
 
noun




an earthenware outdoor fireplace shaped like a light bulb, with the bulbous end housing the fire and typically supported by a wrought-iron stand.











– origin

 1990s: Spanish, ‘chimney.’





chimera

 
/kīˈmirə kəˈmirə /

 
chimaera





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Chimera

 )
 — (in Greek mythology) a fire-breathing female monster with a lion's head, a goat's body, and a serpent's tail.




2.
 
any mythical animal with parts taken from various animals.




3.
 
a thing that is hoped or wished for but in fact is illusory or impossible to achieve




•
 
the economic sovereignty you claim to defend is a chimera.










4.
 


[Biology]

 an organism containing a mixture of genetically different tissues, formed by processes such as fusion of early embryos, grafting, or mutation




•
 
the sheeplike goat chimera.










5.
 
a DNA molecule with sequences derived from two or more different organisms, formed by laboratory manipulation.




6.
 
(usu. 
chimaera

 )
 — a cartilaginous marine fish with a long tail, an erect spine before the first dorsal fin, and typically a forward projection from the snout.

[Subclass 
Hoplocephali

 : three families, in particular 
Chimaeridae

 . See also rabbitfish
 , ratfish
 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chimeric

 
/kīˈmerik kəˈmerik /






adjective













2.
 
chimerical

 
/kīˈmerək(ə)l kəˈmerək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
chimerically






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
khimaira

 ‘she-goat or chimera.’





chimerism

 
/kīˈmi(ə)rˌizəm, ˈkīməˌrizəm/






noun






[Biology]

 the state of being a genetic chimera.













chimichanga

 
/ˌCHimiˈCHäNGɡə, -ˈCHaNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a tortilla wrapped around a filling, typically of meat, and deep-fried.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, literally ‘trinket.’





chimichurri

 
/ˌCHimiˈCHo͝orē/





I.
 
noun




(in South American and Mexican cooking) a piquant sauce or marinade traditionally used on grilled meat, typically containing parsley, garlic, vinegar, olive oil, and flakes of chili pepper.




•
 
often billed as ‘Argentine barbecue sauce,’ chimichurri extends its influence far beyond the grill.

















– origin

 Argentinian Spanish: origin unknown.






chimney

 
/ˈCHimnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vertical channel or pipe that conducts smoke and combustion gases up from a fire or furnace and typically through the roof of a building.




2.
 
the part of a chimney that extends above the roof; a chimney stack.




3.
 
a glass tube that protects the flame of a lamp.




4.
 
a steep narrow cleft by which a rock face may be climbed.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a fireplace or furnace): from Old French 
cheminee

 ‘chimney, fireplace,’ from late Latin 
caminata

 , perhaps from 
camera caminata

 ‘room with a fireplace,’ from Latin 
caminus

 ‘forge, furnace,’ from Greek 
kaminos

 ‘oven.’





chimney breast

 
/ˈCHimnē ˌbrest/






noun




a part of an interior wall that projects to surround a chimney.













chimney corner

 
/ˈCHimnē ˈˌkôrnər/






noun




a warm seat at the side of an old-fashioned fireplace.













chimney piece

 
/ˈCHimnē pēs/






noun






(Brit.)

 a mantelpiece.













chimney pot

 
/ˈCHimnē pät/






noun




an earthenware or metal pipe at the top of a chimney, narrowing the aperture and increasing the updraft.













chimney stack

 
/ˈCHimnē stak/






noun




the part of a chimney that projects above a roof.














chimney sweep

 
/ˈCHimnē swēp/






noun




a person whose job is cleaning out the soot from chimneys.













chimney swift






noun




the common swift found over the eastern part of North America, with mainly dark gray plumage.

[
Chaetura pelagica

 , family 
Apodidae

 .]













chimp

 
/CHimp/






noun




informal term for chimpanzee
 .














chimpanzee

 
/ˌCHimˌpanˈzē ˌCHimˈpanzē/





I.
 
noun




a great ape with large ears, mainly black coloration, and lighter skin on the face, native to the forests of western and central Africa. Chimpanzees show advanced behavior such as the making and using of tools.

[Genus 
Pan

 , family 
Pongidae

 : the 
common chimpanzee

 (
P. troglodytes

 ) and the bonobo.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
chimpanzé

 , from Kikongo.





chin

 
/CHin/





I.
 
noun




the protruding part of the face below the mouth, formed by the apex of the lower jaw.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw one's body up so as to bring one's chin level with or above (a horizontal bar) with one's feet off the ground, as an exercise.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep one's chin up








‹informal›

 remain cheerful in difficult circumstances




•
 
keep your chin up, we're not lost yet.















2.
 
take it on the chin






endure or accept misfortune courageously or stoically.












IV.
 
derivatives





chinned






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
square-chinned

























– origin

 Old English 
cin

 , 
cinn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kin

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
gena

 ‘cheek’ and Greek 
genus

 ‘jaw.’





Chin






variant spelling of Jin
 .









china

 
/ˈCHīnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine white or translucent vitrified ceramic material




•
 
a plate made of china




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a china cup.







Also called porcelain
 .




2.
 
household tableware or other objects made from china or a similar ceramic material




•
 
the breakfast china.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective): from Persian 
chīnī

 used attributively relating to China, where it was originally made.






China

 
/ˈCHīnə/





I.
 
a country in eastern Asia, the third largest and most populous in the world; pop. 1,338,613,000 (est. 2009); capital, Beijing; language, Chinese (Mandarin is the official form).

Official name People's Republic of China
 .





Chinese civilization stretches back until at least the 3rd millennium 
BC

 , the country being ruled by a series of dynasties until the Qing (or Manchu) dynasty was overthrown by Sun Yat-sen in 1911; China was proclaimed a republic the following year. After World War II, the Kuomintang government of Chiang Kai-shek was overthrown by the Communists under Mao Zedong, and the People's Republic of China was declared in 1949. Market-oriented reforms were introduced in the last quarter of the twentieth century.





China, Republic of






official name for Taiwan
 .










China aster






noun




a Chinese plant of the daisy family, cultivated for its bright showy flowers.

[
Callistephus chinensis

 , family 
Compositae

 .]














chinaberry

 
/ˈCHīnəˌberē /

 
Chinaberry






noun



1.
 
a tall tree of the mahogany family native to Asia and Australasia, bearing fragrant lilac flowers and yellow berries. It has become naturalized in parts of North America.

[
Melia azedarach

 , family 
Meliaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the chinaberry tree, used as beads and to make insecticides




•
 
a rosary made of chinaberries.



















china blue






noun




a pale grayish blue.














china clay

 
/ˈˌCHīnə ˈˌklā/






noun




another term for kaolin
 .













Chinaman

 
/ˈCHīnəmən/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a native of China.













china marker






noun




a waxy pencil used to write on china, glass, or other hard surfaces.













chinar

 
/CHəˈnär /

 
chinar tree





I.
 
noun




the oriental plane tree, native from southeastern Europe to northern Iran.

[
Platanus orientalis

 , family 
Platanaceae

 .]











– origin

 from Persian 
chinār

 .





China rose






noun



1.
 
a Chinese rose that was introduced into Europe in the 19th century.

[
Rosa chinensis

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of garden rose varieties derived from crosses of this plant.




3.
 
a tropical shrubby evergreen hibiscus, cultivated for its large showy flowers.

[
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]













China Sea

 
/ˈCHīnə ˈˌsē/






the part of the Pacific Ocean off the coast of China, divided by the island of Taiwan into the 
East China Sea

 in the north and the 
South China Sea

 in the south.









china stone






noun




partly kaolinized granite containing plagioclase feldspar, ground and mixed with kaolin to make porcelain.













China syndrome





I.
 
noun




a hypothetical sequence of events following the meltdown of a nuclear reactor, in which the core melts through its containment structure and deep into the earth.











– origin

 1970s: from China
 (as being on the opposite side of the earth from a reactor in the US).





China tea

 
/ˈCHīnə tē/






noun




tea made from a small-leaved type of tea plant grown in China, typically flavored by smoke curing or the addition of flower petals.













Chinatown

 
/ˈCHīnəˌtoun/






noun




a district of any non-Chinese town, especially a city or seaport, in which the population is predominantly of Chinese origin.













china tree

 
China tree






noun




another term for chinaberry
 .













chinaware

 
/ˈCHīnəˌwer/






noun




dishes made of china.














chinch

 
/CHin(t)SH /

 
chinch bug





I.
 
noun




a plant-eating ground bug that forms large swarms on grasses and rushes.

[Two species in the family 
Lygaeidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : the American 
Blissus leucopterus

 , which is a major pest of cereal crops, and the European 
Ischnodemus sabuleti

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bedbug’): from Spanish 
chinche

 , from Latin 
cimex

 , 
cimic-

 .





chincherinchee

 
/ˌCHinCHəˈrinCHē, -rinˈCHē/





I.
 
noun




a white-flowered South African lily.

[
Ornithogalum thyrsoides

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative of the squeaky sound made by rubbing its stalks together.





chinchilla

 
/CHinˈCHilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small South American rodent with soft gray fur and a long bushy tail.

[Genus 
Chinchilla

 , family 
Chinchillidae

 : two species, in particular 
C. lanigera

 .]




2.
 
a cat or rabbit of a breed with silver-gray or gray fur.




3.
 
the highly valued fur of the chinchilla, or of the chinchilla rabbit.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, from Aymara or Quechua.





Chinchilla, Laura

 
/CHinˈCHē(y)ə/






(1959–), president of Costa Rica since 2010; full name 
Laura Chinchilla Miranda

 .









Chincoteague Island

 
/ˌSHiNGkəˈtēɡ, ˌCHiNG-/






an island in eastern Virginia, west of Assateague Island, noted for its wild horses.









Chincoteague pony

 
/ˌSHiNGkəˌtēɡ ˈpōnē, ˈCHiNGkəˌtēɡ ˈpōnē/






noun




a small, hardy horse found running wild on the islands of Chincoteague and Assateague off the Virginia and Maryland coasts.













Chindit

 
/ˈCHindit/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Allied forces behind the Japanese lines in Burma in 1943–45.











– origin

 World War II: from Burmese 
chinthé

 , a mythical creature.





Chindwin

 
/ˈCHinˌdwən/






a river that rises in northern Burma (Myanmar) and flows south for 550 miles (885 km) to meet the Irrawaddy River.









chine1


 
/CHīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a backbone, especially that of an animal as it appears in a cut of meat.




2.
 
a cut of meat containing all or part of this.




3.
 
a mountain ridge or arête.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (meat) across or along the backbone.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eschine

 , based on a blend of Latin 
spina

 ‘spine’ and a Germanic word meaning ‘narrow piece,’ related to shin
 .






chine2


 
/CHīn/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a deep, narrow ravine formed by running water.











– origin

 Old English: 
cinu

 ‘cleft, chink,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
keen

 , also to chink
 1
 .






chine3


 
/CHīn/





I.
 
noun




the angle where the bottom of a boat or ship meets the side.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of chime
 2
 (the original sense).





Chinese

 
/ˌCHīˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to China or its language, culture, or people.




2.
 
belonging to or relating to the people forming the dominant ethnic group of China and widely dispersed elsewhere.

Also called Han
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Chinese language.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of China, or a person of Chinese descent.

Chinese, a member of the Sino-Tibetan language family, is the world's most commonly spoken first language, with an estimated 1.2 billion native speakers worldwide. The script is logographic, using characters that originated as stylized pictographs but now also represent abstract concepts and the sounds of syllables. Though complex, it permits written communication between speakers of the many dialects, most of which are mutually incomprehensible in speech. About 8,000 characters are in everyday use, some having been simplified during the 20th century. For transliteration into the Roman alphabet, the Pinyin system is now usually used.














Chinese anise






noun




another term for star anise
 .













Chinese artichoke






noun




an Asian plant of the mint family, cultivated for its edible tubers.

[Genus 
Stachys

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, esp. 
S. sieboldii

 and 
S. affinis

 .]













Chinese black mushroom






noun




another term for shiitake
 .













Chinese box






noun




each of a series of nested boxes.













Chinese cabbage

 
/ˌCHīˈnēz ˈkabij/






noun




an oriental cabbage that does not form a firm heart.

[Genus 
Brassica

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : two species, bok choy (
B. chinensis

 ), which has smooth tapering leaves, and pe-tsai (
B. pekinenis

 ), which resembles lettuce; they are often treated as varieties of 
B. rapa

 .]













Chinese checkers






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a board game for two to six players who attempt to move marbles or counters from one corner to the opposite one on a star-shaped board.














Chinese chives






plural noun




an Asian relative of chives, with a garliclike flavor.

Also called garlic chives
 . [
Allium tuberosum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]













Chinese date






noun




another term for jujube
 .













Chinese fire drill






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a state of disorder or confusion.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a prank in which the passengers of a motor vehicle that is stopped at an intersection get out of the vehicle, circle it, and return to their seats.














Chinese gooseberry

 
/ˌCHīˈnēz ˈɡo͞osˌberē/






noun




another term for kiwi fruit
 .













Chinese kale






noun




a leafy green Asian plant of the cabbage family, closely related to broccoli but with more leaf and stem and much smaller florettes. It is commonly used in Asian cooking.

[
Brassica alboglabra

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













Chinese lantern

 
/ˌCHīˈnēz ˈlan(t)ərn/






noun



1.
 
a collapsible paper lantern.




2.
 
a Eurasian plant with white flowers and globular orange fruits enclosed in an orange-red papery calyx. The stems bearing these are dried and used for decoration.

[
Physalis alkekengi

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]














Chinese New Year






noun




the Chinese festival marking the start of the new year, beginning on the second new moon after the winter solstice and ending on the full moon fifteen days later. It is marked by visits to family and friends, special meals, fireworks, and gift giving.

Also called Spring Festival
 .













Chinese parsley






noun




another term for coriander
 .













Chinese pear






noun




another term for Asian pear
 .













Chinese puzzle

 
/ˌCHīˈnēz ˈpəzəl/






noun



1.
 
an intricate puzzle consisting of many interlocking pieces.




2.
 
a very complicated or perplexing situation.













Chinese radish






noun




another term for daikon
 .













Chinese red






noun




a vivid orange-red.













Chinese restaurant syndrome






noun




an illness marked by short attacks of weakness, numbness, palpitations, and headaches, often attributed to overconsumption of monosodium glutamate (commonly used as a seasoning in Chinese cooking).













Chinese rhubarb






noun




a tall perennial plant with palmate leaves, whitish flowers, and winged fruits. The dried rhizomes and roots are used medicinally.

[
Rheum longifolia

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]














Chinese wall





I.
 
noun




an insurmountable barrier, especially to the passage of information or communication.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: with allusion to the Great Wall of China
 .






Chinese whispers

 
/ˌCHīˈnēz ˈ(h)wispərz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
another term for the game of telephone
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













Chinese white






noun




white pigment made from zinc oxide.













ching

 
/CHiNG/





I.
 
noun




an abrupt high-pitched ringing sound, typically one made by a cash register.











– origin

 imitative.





Chinglish

 
/ˈCHiNGɡliSH/






noun






‹informal›

 a blend of Chinese and English, in particular a variety of English used by speakers of Chinese, incorporating some Chinese vocabulary or constructions.




•
 
he speaks Mandarin Chinese but often uses a form of Chinglish.




















chink1


 
/CHiNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow opening or crack, typically one that admits light




•
 
a chink in the curtains.










2.
 
a patch of light admitted by a narrow opening or crack




•
 
I noticed a 
chink of light

 under the door.














II.
 
phrases





a chink in someone's armor






a weak point in someone's character, arguments, or ideas, making them vulnerable to attack or criticism.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: related to chine
 2
 .





chink2


 
/CHiNGk/





I.
 
verb




make or cause to make a light and high-pitched ringing sound, as of glasses or coins striking together


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the chain joining the handcuffs chinked




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they chinked glasses and kissed.














II.
 
noun




a high-pitched ringing sound




•
 
the chink of glasses.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative.





Chink

 
/CHiNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Chinese person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: irregular formation from China
 .





chinkara

 
/CHiNGˈkärə/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) the Indian gazelle, which occurs from Iran to central India.

[
Gazella bennettii

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hindi 
cikārā

 , from Sanskrit 
chikkāra

 .





Chinkiang

 
/ˌjinjēˈäNG/






variant of Zhenjiang
 .









Chinky

 
/ˈCHiNGkē /

 

‹informal, offensive›






I.
 
noun




a Chinese person.








II.
 
adjective




Chinese.













chinless

 
/ˈCHinlis/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) lacking a well-defined chin.




2.
 


‹informal›

 lacking strength of character; ineffectual.













chin music






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 idle chatter.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
[Baseball]

 used to refer to a pitched ball that passes very close to the batter's chin




•
 
Clemens delivered some wicked chin music to Hernandez.



















chino

 
/ˈCHēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cotton twill fabric, typically khaki-colored.




2.
 
(
chinos

 )
 — casual pants made from chino or a similar fabric.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin American Spanish, literally ‘toasted’ (referring to the typical color).





Chino

 
/ˈCHēnō/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 83,031 (est. 2008).









Chino-






combining form




equivalent to Sino-
 .













chinois

 
/SHinˈwä, SHēn-/






noun




a cone-shaped sieve with a closely woven mesh for straining sauces.













chinoiserie

 
/ˌSHēnˌwäzəˈrē ˌSHēnˈwäz(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the imitation or evocation of Chinese motifs and techniques in Western art, furniture, and architecture, especially in the 18th century.




2.
 
chinoiserie objects or decorations




•
 
a piece of chinoiserie




•
 
one room has red velvet and chinoiseries.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
chinois

 ‘Chinese.’





chinook

 
/SHəˈno͝ok, CHə-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
chinook wind

 )
 — a warm dry wind that blows down the east side of the Rocky Mountains at the end of winter.




2.
 
(also 
chinook salmon

 )
 — a large North Pacific salmon that is an important commercial food fish.

[
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from attributive use of Chinook
 .






Chinook

 
/SHəˈno͝ok, CHə-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people originally inhabiting the region around the lower Columbia River in Oregon and Washington.




2.
 
the language of the Chinook.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chinook or their language.











– origin

 from 
c'inúk

 , a Salishan word for the name of a Chinook village.






Chinook Jargon






noun




an extinct pidgin composed of elements from Chinook, Nootka, English, French, and other languages, formerly used in the Pacific Northwest.













chinquapin

 
/ˈCHiNGkəˌpin /

 
chinkapin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American chestnut tree.

[Several species in the family 
Fagaceae

 , in particular the 
Allegheny chinquapin

 (
Castanea pumila

 ).]




2.
 
the edible nut of a chinquapin tree.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian.





chinstrap

 
/ˈCHinˌstrap/






noun




a strap attached to a hat, helmet, or other headgear, designed to hold it in place by fitting under the wearer's chin.













chintz

 
/CHin(t)s/





I.
 
noun




printed multicolored cotton fabric with a glazed finish, used especially for curtains and upholstery




•
 
a sofa upholstered in chintz




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
floral chintz curtains.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
chints

 , plural of 
chint

 , denoting a stained or painted calico cloth imported from India): from Hindi 
chīṃṭ

 ‘spattering, stain.’





chintzy

 
/ˈCHin(t)sē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 of, like, or decorated with chintz




•
 
brighten the room with fresh paint and chintzy fabrics.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 brightly colorful but gaudy and tasteless.




3.
 


‹informal›

 cheap and of poor quality.




4.
 
miserly




•
 
a chintzy salary increase.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chintzily

 
/ˈCHintsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
chintziness






noun





















chin-up

 
/ˈCHinˌəp/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for pull-up
 (
sense

 1).













chinwag

 
/ˈCHinˌwaɡ /

 

‹informal›


 
chin wag





I.
 
noun




a chat.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a chat.














Chios

 
/ˈkēˌäs/





I.
 
a Greek island in the Aegean Sea; pop. 53,100 (2008).

Greek name Khios
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Chian

 
/ˈkēən, ˈkī- /






noun, adjective






















chip

 
/CHip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of something removed in the course of chopping, cutting, or breaking something, especially a hard material such as wood or stone




•
 
mulch the shrubs with cedar chips.










2.
 
a hole or mark on a hard object or surface where a small piece has broken of




•
 
a chip on his tooth.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 wood or woody fiber split into thin strips and used for weaving hats or baskets.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a thin slice of food made crisp by being fried, baked, or dried and typically eaten as a snack




•
 
tortilla chips dipped in salsa




•
 
banana chips.










5.
 
a small chunk of candy added to desserts or sweet snacks, especially of chocolate.




6.
 
(
chips

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 French fries




•
 
an order of 
fish and chips

 .










7.
 
short for microchip
 .




8.
 
a counter used in certain gambling games to represent money




•
 
a poker chip.










9.
 
(in golf, soccer, and other sports) a short lofted kick or shot with the ball.




10.
 


[Tennis]

 a softly sliced return intended to land between the net and the opponent's service line.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or break (a small piece) from the edge or surface of a hard material




•
 
we had to chip ice off the upper deck.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a material or object) break at the edge or on the surface




•
 
the paint had 
chipped off

 the gate.










3.
 
cut pieces off (a hard material) to alter its shape or break it up




•
 
it required a craftsman to chip the blocks of flint to the required shape




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
chipped away at

 the ground outside the door.










4.
 
(in golf, soccer, and other sports) kick or strike (a ball or shot) to produce a short lobbed shot or pass




•
 
he chipped a superb shot.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a chip off the old block








‹informal›

 someone who resembles his or her parent, especially in character.









2.
 
a chip on one's shoulder








‹informal›

 a deeply ingrained grievance or feeling of resentment, often deriving from a sense of inferiority and marked by aggressive behavior.

[from an old custom of placing a chip of wood on one's shoulder as a challenge to a rival: if the rival knocked the chip off they were agreeing to fight.]









3.
 
when the chips are down








‹informal›

 when a very serious and difficult situation arises.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
chip away






gradually and relentlessly make something smaller or weaker




•
 
rivals may 
chip away at

 one's profits by undercutting product prices.















2.
 
chip in (or chip something in)






contribute something as one's share of a joint activity, cost, etc.




•
 
the rookie pitcher 
chipped in with

 nine saves and five wins




•
 
the council will chip in a further $30,000 a year.





















– origin

 Middle English: related to Old English 
forcippian

 ‘cut off.’





chipboard

 
/ˈCHipbôrd/






noun




another term for particleboard
 .














Chipewyan

 
/ˌCHipəˈwīən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Dene people of northwestern Canada.

Do not confuse with Chippewa
 .




2.
 
the Athabaskan language of the Chipewyan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chipewyan or their language.











– origin

 from Cree 
čīpwayān

 , literally ‘(wearing) pointed-skin (garments).’





chipmaker

 
/ˈCHipˌmākər/






noun




a company that manufactures microchips.













chipmunk

 
/ˈCHipˌməNGk/





I.
 
noun




a burrowing ground squirrel with cheek pouches and light and dark stripes running down the body, found in North America and northern Eurasia.

[Genus 
Tamias

 , family 
Sciuridae

 : many species, including the 
eastern chipmunk

 (
T. striatus

 ), common in the eastern US.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Ojibwa.





chipotle

 
/CHəˈpōtlā/





I.
 
noun




a smoked hot chili pepper used especially in Mexican cooking.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from Nahuatl.





Chippendale

 
/ˈCHipənˌdāl/






adjective




(of furniture) designed, made by, or in the style of Thomas Chippendale.













Chippendale, Thomas

 
/ˈCHipənˌdāl/






(1718–79), English furniture-maker and designer. He produced furniture in a neoclassical vein, with elements of the French rococo, chinoiserie, and Gothic revival styles.









chipper1


 
/ˈCHipər/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 cheerful and lively.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from northern English dialect 
kipper

 ‘lively.’





chipper2


 
/ˈCHipər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that turns something into chips.




2.
 
a machine for chipping the trunks and limbs of trees.














Chippewa

 
/ˈCHipəˌwä /

 
Chippeway





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for Ojibwa
 . Do not confuse with Chipewyan
 .











– origin

 alteration of Ojibwa
 .





chipping sparrow





I.
 
noun




a common American songbird related to the buntings, with a chestnut crown and a white stripe over the eye.

[
Spizella passerina

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
chipping

 from 
chip

 ‘chirp,’ with reference to the bird's repetitive chirping song.





chippy1


 
/ˈCHipē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a fish-and-chip shop.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a carpenter.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) touchy and defensive, especially on account of having a grievance or a sense of inferiority.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of an ice-hockey game or player) rough and belligerent, with or incurring numerous penalties.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from chip
 + -y
 2
 , -y
 1
 ; adjective is from the phrase a chip on one's shoulder
 .





chippy2


 
/ˈCHipē /

 
chippie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a prostitute or promiscuous young woman.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of uncertain origin; perhaps from chip
 + -y
 1
 , or from cheap
 .





chipset

 
/ˈCHipˌset/






noun




a collection of integrated circuits that form the set needed to make an electronic device such as a computer motherboard or portable telephone.













chip shot






noun






[Golf]

 a stroke at which the ball is or must be chipped into the air.













Chirac, Jacques

 
/SHēˈräk/






(1932–), French statesman; prime minister 1974–76 and 1986–88; president 1995–2007; full name 
Jacques René Chirac

 .









chiral

 
/ˈkīrəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 asymmetric in such a way that the structure and its mirror image are not superimposable. Chiral compounds are typically optically active; large organic molecules often have one or more 
chiral centers

 where four different groups are attached to a carbon atom.








II.
 
derivatives





chirality

 
/kīˈralitē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kheir

 ‘hand’ + -al
 .





chi-rho

 
/ˈkī ˌrō/






noun




a monogram of chi (Χ) and rho (Ρ) as the first two letters of Greek 
Khristos

 Christ, used as a Christian symbol.













Chiricahua

 
/ˌCHirəˈkäwə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an Apache people, formerly located in southern New Mexico, southeastern Arizona, and northern Mexico, now living primarily in Oklahoma and New Mexico.




2.
 
the Athabaskan language of the Chiricahua.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chiricahua or their language.













Chiricahua Mountains

 
/ˌCHirəˌkäwə ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in southeastern Arizona, on the Mexican border, controlled by Cochise and other Apache leaders during the 19th century.










chiro-

 
cheiro-





I.
 
combining form




of the hand or hands




•
 
chiromancy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kheir

 ‘hand.’





chirography

 
/kīˈräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




handwriting, especially as distinct from typography.








II.
 
derivatives





chirographic

 
/ˌkīrəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















chiromancy

 
/ˈkīrōˌmansē/






noun




the supposed prediction of a person's future from interpreting the lines on the palms of their hands; palmistry.













Chiron

 
/ˈkīrən/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a learned centaur who acted as teacher to Jason, Achilles, and many other heroes.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 an asteroid discovered in 1977, with a diameter of 230 miles (370 km). It is notable for having an orbit lying mainly between the orbits of Saturn and Uranus.









chironomid

 
/kīˈränəmid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 an insect of a family (
Chironomidae

 ) that comprises the nonbiting midges.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Chironomidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Chironomus

 , from Greek 
kheironomos

 ‘pantomime dancer.’





chiropody

 
/kəˈräpədē SHəˈräpədē/





I.
 
noun




another term for podiatry
 .








II.
 
derivatives





chiropodist

 
/kəˈräpədəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from chiro-
 ‘hand’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





chiropractic

 
/ˈkīrəˌpraktik/





I.
 
noun




a system of complementary medicine based on the diagnosis and manipulative treatment of misalignments of the joints, especially those of the spinal column, which are held to cause other disorders by affecting the nerves, muscles, and organs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from chiro-
 ‘hand’ + Greek 
praktikos

 ‘practical,’ from 
prattein

 ‘do.’





chiropractor

 
/ˈkī(ə)rōpraktər/





I.
 
noun




a practitioner of the system of complementary medicine based on the diagnosis and manipulative treatment of misalignments of the joints.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from chiro-
 ‘hand’ + Greek 
praktikos

 ‘practical,’ from 
prattein

 ‘do,’ + -or
 1
 .






Chiroptera

 
/kīˈräptərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of mammals that comprises the bats. There are over 900 living species of bats, and they are found on every continent except Antarctica.

See also Megachiroptera
 , Microchiroptera
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from chiro-
 ‘hand’ + Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





chiropteran

 
/kīˈräptərən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the order 
Chiroptera

 ; a bat.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting chiropterans.














chirp

 
/CHərp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(typically of a small bird or an insect) utter a short, sharp, high-pitched sound




•
 
outside, the crickets chirped monotonously.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — (of a person) say something in a lively and cheerful way




•
 
“Good morning!” chirped Alex.














II.
 
noun




a short, sharp, high-pitched sound.








III.
 
derivatives





chirper






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.





chirpy

 
/ˈCHərpē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 cheerful and lively.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chirpily

 
/ˈCHərpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
chirpiness

 
/ˈCHərpēnəs /






noun





















chirr

 
/CHər /

 
churr





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of an insect) make a prolonged low trilling sound.








II.
 
noun




a low trilling sound.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





chirrup

 
/ˈCHirəp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a small bird) make repeated short high-pitched sounds; twitter.




2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — (of a person) say something in a high-pitched voice




•
 
“Yes, Miss Honey,” chirruped eighteen voices.














II.
 
noun




a short, high-pitched sound.








III.
 
derivatives





chirrupy






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of chirp
 , by trilling the 
-r-

 .






chiru

 
/ˈCHiro͞o/





I.
 
noun




a sandy-colored gazelle with black horns, found on the Tibetan plateau.

Also called Tibetan antelope
 . [
Pantholops hodgsoni

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from Tibetan.





chisel

 
/ˈCHizəl/





I.
 
noun




a long-bladed hand tool with a beveled cutting edge and a plain handle that is struck with a hammer or mallet, used to cut or shape wood, stone, metal, or other hard materials.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or shape (something) with a chisel




•
 
carefully 
chisel out

 a groove for the hinge.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cheat or swindle (someone) out of something




•
 
he's chiseled me out of my dues.














III.
 
derivatives





chiseler

 
/ˈCHiz(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French, based on Latin 
cis-

 (as in late Latin 
cisorium

 ), variant of 
caes-

 , stem of 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’ Compare with scissors
 .





chiseled

 
/ˈCHizəld/






adjective



1.
 
(of wood or stone) shaped or cut with a chisel.




2.
 
(of a facial feature, typically a man's) strongly and clearly defined




•
 
the chiseled features of a male model.



















Chisholm, Shirley

 
/ˈCHizəm/






(1924–2005), US politician, social activist, and educator; full name 
Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm

 . The first African-American woman elected to Congress, she was a member of the House of Representatives from New York 1969–83.









Chisholm Trail






a historic route over which 19th-century cowboys drove cattle for 1,500 miles (2,400 km) north from Texas to Abilene and other Kansas cities that had been reached by developing railroads.










Chişinău

 
/ˌkēSHəˈnou/






the capital of Moldova; pop. 630,300 (est. 2008).

Russian name Kishinyov
 .









chi-square

 
/ˈkīskwer/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
(Symbol: 
χ2


 )
 — relating to or denoting a statistical method assessing the goodness of fit between observed values and those expected theoretically.













chit1


 
/CHit/





I.
 
noun




a short official note, memorandum, or voucher, typically recording a sum owed.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Anglo-Indian, from Hindi 
ciṭṭhī

 ‘note, pass.’





chit2


 
/CHit/





I.
 
noun




a young woman regarded with disapproval for her immaturity or lack of respect




•
 
a mere chit of a girl.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a whelp, cub, or kitten): perhaps related to dialect 
chit

 ‘sprout.’





Chita

 
/CHiˈtä/






a city in southeastern Siberia in Russia, on the Trans-Siberian Railway; pop. 306,100 (est. 2008).









chital

 
/ˈCHēdl/





I.
 
noun




another term for axis deer
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hindi 
cītal

 , from Sanskrit 
citrala

 ‘spotted,’ from 
citra

 ‘spot, mark.’





chitchat

 
/ˈCHitˌCHat /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




inconsequential conversation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk about trivial matters




•
 
I can't stand around chitchatting.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: reduplication of chat
 1
 .





chitin

 
/ˈkītn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a fibrous substance consisting of polysaccharides and forming the major constituent in the exoskeleton of arthropods and the cell walls of fungi.








II.
 
derivatives





chitinous

 
/ˈkītn-əs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
chitine

 , formed irregularly from Greek 
khitōn

 (see chiton
 ).





chitlin circuit

 
/ˌCHitlin ˈsərkət/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (during the era of US racial segregation) a network of clubs, theaters, and other venues where black entertainers were allowed to perform.











– origin

 see chitlins
 .






chitlins

 
/ˈCHitlinz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 chitterlings.











– origin

 a dialect form of chitterlings
 (a food stereotypically associated with black people and poor southerners).






chiton

 
/ˈkītn ˈkīˌtän/






noun



1.
 
a long woolen tunic worn in ancient Greece.

[from Greek 
khitōn

 ‘tunic.’]




2.
 
a marine mollusk that has an oval flattened body with a shell of overlapping plates.

[modern Latin (genus name).] [Class 
Polyplacophora

 .]













Chittagong

 
/ˈCHitəˌɡäNG, -ˌɡôNG/






a seaport in southeastern Bangladesh, on the Bay of Bengal; pop. 2,579,107 (2008).









chitter

 
/ˈCHidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a twittering or chattering sound.











– origin

 Middle English: imitative; compare with chatter
 .





chitter-chatter

 
/ˈCHidərˌCHadər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




informal and inconsequential conversation




•
 
there was chitter-chatter in the lobby as Mabel entered the movie theater.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk about trivial matters




•
 
people are chitter-chattering and laughter flows freely.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: reduplication of chatter
 .






chitterlings

 
/ˈCHidərliNGz/





I.
 
plural noun




the smaller intestines of a pig, cooked for food.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps related to synonymous German 
Kutteln

 .





Chitungwiza

 
/ˌCHito͝oNGˈɡwēzə/






a city in northeastern Zimbabwe, southeast of Harare; pop. 357,100 (est. 2009).









chivalrous

 
/ˈSHivəlrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a man or his behavior) courteous and gallant, especially toward women.




2.
 
of or relating to the historical notion of chivalry.








II.
 
derivatives





chivalrously

 
/ˈSHivəlrəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘characteristic of a medieval knight’): from Old French 
chevalerous

 , from 
chevalier

 (see chevalier
 ).





chivalry

 
/ˈSHivəlrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the medieval knightly system with its religious, moral, and social code.




2.
 


‹historical›

 knights, noblemen, and horsemen collectively




•
 
I fought against the cream of French chivalry.










3.
 
the combination of qualities expected of an ideal knight, especially courage, honor, courtesy, justice, and a readiness to help the weak.




4.
 
courteous behavior, especially that of a man toward women




•
 
their relations with women were models of chivalry and restraint.














II.
 
derivatives





chivalric

 
/SHəˈvalrik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chevalerie

 , from medieval Latin 
caballerius

 , from late Latin 
caballarius

 ‘horseman’ (see chevalier
 ).





chives

 
/CHīvz/





I.
 
plural noun




a widely cultivated small Eurasian plant related to the onion, with purple-pink flowers and dense tufts of long tubular leaves that are used as a culinary herb




•
 
freshly chopped chives




•
 (as 
modifier

 
chive

 )
 
chive and garlic dressing.







[
Allium schoenoprasum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, dialect variant of 
cive

 , from Latin 
cepa

 ‘onion.’





chivvy

 
/ˈCHivē /

 
chivy
 , chevy





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell (someone) repeatedly to do something




•
 
an association that 
chivvies

 government 
into

 action.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably from the ballad 
Chevy Chase

 , celebrating a skirmish (probably the battle of Otterburn, 1388) on the Scottish border (but often mistakenly thought to be a place name). Originally a noun denoting a hunting cry, the term later meant ‘a pursuit,’ hence the verb ‘to chase, worry’ (mid 19th cent).





Chkalov

 
/CHəˈkäləf/






former name (1938–57) for Orenburg
 .









Chladni figures

 
/ˈklädnē, ˈkladnē /

 
Chladni patterns
 , Chladni's figures





I.
 
plural noun




the patterns formed when a sand-covered surface is made to vibrate. The sand collects in the regions of least motion.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Ernst 
Chladni

 (1756–1827), German physicist.





chlamydate

 
/ˈklaməˌdāt/






adjective






[Zoology]

 having a mantle or pallium like that of a mollusk.













chlamydeous

 
/kləˈmidēəs/






adjective






[Botany]

 having or pertaining to a perianth or floral envelope.













chlamydia

 
/kləˈmidēə/





I.
 
noun




a very small parasitic bacterium that, like a virus, requires the biochemical mechanisms of another cell in order to reproduce. Bacteria of this type cause various diseases including trachoma, psittacosis, and nonspecific urethritis.

[Genus 
Chlamydia

 and order 
Chlamydiales

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





chlamydial






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
khlamus

 , 
khlamud-

 ‘cloak.’





chlamydomonas

 
/ˌklaməˈdämənəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a common single-celled green alga that lives in water and moist soil and typically has two flagella for swimming.

[Genus 
Chlamydomonas

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 (or phylum 
Plantae

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
khlamus

 , 
khlamud-

 ‘cloak’ + 
monas

 (see monad
 ).






chlamydospore

 
/kləˈmidəˌspôr/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in certain fungi) a thick-walled hyphal cell that functions as a spore.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
khlamus

 , 
khlamud-

 ‘mantle’ + spore
 .





chlamys

 
/ˈklaməs/





I.
 
noun




a short cloak worn by men in ancient Greece.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
khlamus

 ‘mantle.’





chloasma

 
/klōˈazmə/





I.
 
noun




a temporary condition, typically caused by hormonal changes, in which large brown patches form on the skin, mainly on the face.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
khloazein

 ‘become green.’





chlor-






combining form




variant spelling of chloro-
 before a vowel (as in 
chloracne

 ).













chloracne

 
/klôrˈaknē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a skin disease resembling severe acne, caused by exposure to chlorinated chemicals.













chloral

 
/ˈklôrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless, viscous liquid made by chlorinating acetaldehyde.

[Alternative name: 
trichloroethanal

 ; chem. formula: CCl3
 CHO.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 short for chloral hydrate
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, blend of 
chlore

 ‘chlorine’ and 
alcool

 ‘alcohol.’






chloral hydrate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline solid made from chloral and used as a sedative.

[Chem. formula: CCl3
 CH(OH)2
 .]













chlorambucil

 
/klôrˈambyəˌsil/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a cytotoxic drug used in the treatment of cancer. It belongs to the class of nitrogen mustards.











– origin

 1950s: from 
chlor(oethyl)am(inophenyl)bu(tyric acid)

 , the systematic name, + 
-cil

 .





chloramine

 
/ˈklôrəˌmēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing a chlorine atom bonded to nitrogen, especially any of a group of sulfonamide derivatives used as antiseptics and disinfectants.














chloramphenicol

 
/ˌklôramˈfenəˌkôl ˌklôramˈfenəˌkōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic used against serious infections such as typhoid fever.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces venezuelae

 or produced synthetically.]











– origin

 1940s: from chloro-
 (representing chlorine
 ) + 
am(ide)

 + pheno-
 + 
ni(tro-)

 + 
(gly)col

 .





chlordane

 
/ˈklôrdān/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic viscous toxic compound used as an insecticide.

[A chlorinated derivative of indene; chem. formula: C10
 H6
 Cl8
 .]











– origin

 1940s: from 
chlor-

 (representing chlorine
 ) + 
(in)dene

 + -ane
 2
 .






chlordiazepoxide

 
/ˌklôrdīˌazəˈpäkˌsīd/






noun






[Medicine]

 a tranquilizer of the benzodiazepine group, used chiefly to treat anxiety and alcoholism.

Also called Librium
 .













chlorella

 
/kləˈrelə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a common single-celled green alga of both terrestrial and aquatic habitats, frequently turning stagnant water an opaque green.

[Genus 
Chlorella

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 (or phylum 
Chlorophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, diminutive of Greek 
khlōros

 ‘green.’





chloric

 
/ˈklôrik/






adjective




of, relating to, or containing chlorine in the pentavalent state.













chloric acid

 
/ˌklôrik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid acid with strong oxidizing properties.

[Chem. formula: HClO3
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any acid containing chlorine and oxygen.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
chloric

 from chlorine
 + -ic
 .





chloride

 
/ˈklôrˌīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound of chlorine with another element or group, especially a salt of the anion Cl–
 or an organic compound with chlorine bonded to an alkyl group.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from chlorine
 + -ide
 .





chlorinate

 
/ˈklôrəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
chlorinated

 )


1.
 
impregnate or treat with chlorine




•
 
chlorinated water.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce chlorine into (a compound).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chlorination

 
/ˌklôrəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
chlorinator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun






















chlorine

 
/ˈklôrēn/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cl

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 17, a toxic, irritant, pale green gas.

A member of the halogen group, chlorine occurs in nature mainly as sodium chloride in seawater and salt deposits. The gas was used as a poison gas in World War I. Chlorine is added to water supplies as a disinfectant.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named by Sir Humphrey Davy, from Greek 
khlōros

 ‘green’ + -ine
 4
 .





chlorite1


 
/ˈklôrīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark green mineral consisting of a basic hydrated aluminosilicate of magnesium and iron. It occurs as a constituent of many metamorphic rocks, typically forming flat crystals resembling mica.








II.
 
derivatives





chloritic

 
/klôrˈitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
khlōritis

 , a green precious stone.





chlorite2


 
/ˈklôrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt of chlorous acid, containing the anion ClO2
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from chlorine
 + -ite
 1
 .





chloritoid

 
/ˈklôrəˌtoid/






noun




a greenish-gray or black mineral resembling chlorite, found in metamorphosed clay sediments. It consists of a basic aluminosilicate of iron, often with magnesium.














chloro-

 
chlor-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Mineralogy]

 green.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 representing chlorine
 :




•
 
chloroquine.

















– origin

 from Greek 
khlōros

 ‘green.’





chlorocarbon

 
/ˈklôrōˌkärbən/






noun




a chemical compound that contains carbon and chlorine or carbon, chlorine, and hydrogen.













chlorofluorocarbon

 
/ˌklôrōˌflôrōˈkärbən /

 
CFC






noun




any of a class of compounds of carbon, hydrogen, chlorine, and fluorine, typically gases used in refrigerants and aerosol propellants. They are harmful to the ozone layer in the earth's atmosphere owing to the release of chlorine atoms upon exposure to ultraviolet radiation.













chloroform

 
/ˈklôrəˌfôrm/





I.
 
noun




a colorless, volatile, sweet-smelling liquid used as a solvent and formerly as a general anesthetic.

[Alternative name: 
trichloromethane

 ; chem. formula: CHCl3
 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
render (someone) unconscious with chloroform.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from chloro-
 (representing chlorine
 ) + 
form-

 from formic acid
 .





chloromelanite

 
/ˌklôrōˈmeləˌnīt/






noun




a greenish-black variety of jadeite containing a high proportion of iron.













chloromycetin

 
/ˌklôrōmīˈsētn/





I.
 
noun




trademark for chloramphenicol
 .











– origin

 1940s: from chloro-
 ‘green’ + Greek 
mukēs

 , 
mukēt-

 ‘fungus’ + -in
 1
 .





chlorophyll

 
/ˈklôrəˌfil/





I.
 
noun




a green pigment, present in all green plants and in cyanobacteria, responsible for the absorption of light to provide energy for photosynthesis. Its molecule contains a magnesium atom held in a porphyrin ring.








II.
 
derivatives





chlorophyllous

 
/ˌklôrəˈfiləs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
khlōros

 ‘green’ + 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’





Chlorophyta

 
/klôrˈäfədə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a phylum that comprises the green algae. They are more recently treated as a phylum of the kingdom 
Protista

 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
khlōros

 ‘green’ + 
phuton

 ‘plant.’





chlorophyte

 
/ˈklôrəfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a lower plant of the division 
Chlorophyta

 , which comprises the green algae.













chloroplast

 
/ˈklôrəˌplast/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in green plant cells) a plastid that contains chlorophyll and in which photosynthesis takes place.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
khlōros

 ‘green’ + 
plastos

 ‘formed.’





chloroprene

 
/ˈklôrəˌprēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid made from acetylene and hydrochloric acid and polymerized to form neoprene.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 =CClCH=CH2
 .]











– origin

 1930s: from chloro-
 + a shortened form of isoprene
 .





chloroquine

 
/ˈklôrəˌkwēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug related to quinoline, chiefly used against malaria.











– origin

 1940s: from chloro-
 + 
quin(olin)e

 .





chlorosis

 
/klôˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 abnormal reduction or loss of the normal green coloration of leaves of plants, typically caused by iron deficiency in lime-rich soils, or by disease or lack of light.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 anemia caused by iron deficiency, especially in adolescent girls, causing a pale, faintly greenish complexion. It was a common diagnosis in the 19th century.








II.
 
derivatives





chlorotic

 
/kləˈrädik klôˈrädik /






adjective





















chlorothiazide

 
/ˌklôrōˈTHīəzīd/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used to treat fluid retention and high blood pressure. It is one of the thiazide diuretics.













chlorous acid

 
/ˌklôrəs ˈasid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a weak acid with oxidizing properties, formed when chlorine dioxide dissolves in water.

[Chem. formula: HClO2
 .]














chlorpromazine

 
/ˌklôrˈpräməzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used as a tranquilizer, sedative, and antiemetic. It is a phenothiazine derivative.











– origin

 1950s: from chloro-
 + 
prom(eth)azine

 .





chlorpyrifos

 
/klôrˈpirəˌfäs/






noun




a broad-spectrum organophosphate insecticide, widely used in food crop agriculture and against termites.













chlortetracycline

 
/ˌklôrtetrəˈsīklēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic of the tetracycline group, active against many bacterial and fungal infections.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces aureofaciens

 or produced synthetically.]













choanocyte

 
/ˈkōənəˌsīt kōˈanəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a flagellated cell with a collar of protoplasm at the base of the flagellum, numbers of which line the internal chambers of sponges.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
khoanē

 ‘funnel’ + -cyte
 .






chock

 
/CHäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wedge or block placed against a wheel or rounded object, to prevent it from moving.




2.
 
a support on which a rounded structure, such as a cask or the hull of a boat, may be placed to keep it steady.




3.
 
a fitting with a gap at the top, through which a rope or line is run.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent the forward movement of (a wheel or vehicle) with a chock.




2.
 
support (a boat, cask, etc.) on chocks.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from an Old Northern French variant of Old French 
çouche

 , 
çoche

 ‘block, log,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





chockablock

 
/ˈCHäkəˌbläk/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 crammed full of people or things




•
 
the manual is 
chockablock with

 information.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally in nautical use, with reference to tackle having the two blocks run close together): from 
chock

 (in chock-full
 ) and block
 .






chock-full

 
/ˌCHäkˈfo͝ol/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 filled to overflowing




•
 
my briefcase is chock-full of notes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; later associated with chock
 .





chockstone

 
/ˈCHäkˌstōn/






noun






[Climbing]

 a stone that has become wedged in a vertical cleft.













chocoholic

 
/ˌCHäkəˈhôlik /

 
chocaholic






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is addicted to or excessively fond of chocolate.













chocolate

 
/ˈCHäk(ə)lət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a food preparation in the form of a paste or solid block made from roasted and ground cacao seeds, typically sweetened




•
 
a bar of chocolate




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a chocolate cookie.










2.
 
a candy made of or covered with this




•
 
a box of chocolates.










3.
 
hot chocolate




•
 
I drink chocolate because it is so soothing.










4.
 
a deep brown color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
huge spiders, yellow and 
chocolate brown

 .














II.
 
derivatives





chocolaty

 
/ˈCHäklədē /

 
chocolatey






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘a drink made with chocolate’): from French 
chocolat

 or Spanish 
chocolate

 , from Nahuatl 
chocolatl

 ‘food made from cacao seeds,’ influenced by unrelated 
cacaua-atl

 ‘drink made from cacao.’





chocolate chip






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a small piece of chocolate used in making cookies and other sweet foods




•
 
chocolate-chip ice cream.



















chocolate-colored






adjective




of a deep brown color




•
 
a chocolate-colored Labrador.



















chocolate spot






noun




a fungal disease affecting field and broad beans, characterized by dark brown spots on all parts of the plant.

[This is caused by the fungus 
Botrytis fabae

 (sometimes the gray mold 
B. cinerea

 ), phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]













chocolate vine






noun




a fast-growing, shade-tolerant woody twining vine, native to Asia and introduced as an ornamental in the US. It has escaped cultivation and threatens native plants in some woodland habitats.

[
Akebia quinata

 , family 
Lardizabalaceae

 .]













chocolatier

 
/ˌCHôk(ə)ləˈti(ə)r, ˌSHôkəläˈtyā/





I.
 
noun




a maker or seller of chocolate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French.





Choctaw

 
/ˈCHäkˌtô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people now living mainly in Mississippi.




2.
 
the Muskogean language of the Choctaw, closely related to Chickasaw.




3.
 


[Figure Skating]

 a step from one edge of a skate to the other edge of the other skate in the opposite direction.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Choctaw or their language.











– origin

 from Choctaw 
čahta

 .





choice

 
/CHois/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of selecting or making a decision when faced with two or more possibilities




•
 
the 
choice between

 good and evil.










2.
 
the right or ability to make, or possibility of making, such a selection




•
 
I had to do it, I had no choice.










3.
 
a range of possibilities from which one or more may be selected




•
 
you can have a sofa made to order in a choice of over forty fabrics.










4.
 
a course of action, thing, or person that is selected or decided upon




•
 
this CD drive is the perfect choice for your computer.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of food) of very good quality




•
 
he picked some choice early plums.










2.
 
(of words, phrases, or language) rude and abusive




•
 
he had a few choice words at his command.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by choice






of one's own volition.









2.
 
of choice






selected as one's favorite or the best




•
 
champagne was his drink of choice.















3.
 
of one's choice






that one chooses or has chosen




•
 
the college of her choice.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
choicely

 
/ˈCHoislē /






adverb













2.
 
choiceness

 
/ˈCHoisnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chois

 , from 
choisir

 ‘choose,’ of Germanic origin and related to choose
 .





choil

 
/CHoil/





I.
 
noun




the end of a knife's cutting edge that is nearer to the handle.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






choir

 
/ˈkwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organized group of singers, typically one that takes part in church services or performs regularly in public




•
 
the Baptist choir.










2.
 
one of two or more subdivisions of a choral group performing together




•
 
his famous 
Spem in alium

 for eight five-part choirs.










3.
 
the part of a cathedral or large church between the altar and the nave, used by the choir and clergy.




4.
 
a group of instruments of one family playing together




•
 
a clarinet choir.

















– origin

 Middle English 
quer

 , 
quere

 , from Old French 
quer

 , from Latin 
chorus

 (see chorus
 ). The spelling change in the 17th cent. was due to association with Latin 
chorus

 and modern French 
choeur

 .





choirboy

 
/ˈkwī(ə)rˌboi/






noun




a boy who sings in a church or cathedral choir.













choirgirl

 
/ˈkwī(ə)rˌɡərl/






noun




a girl who sings in a church or cathedral choir.













choirmaster

 
/ˈkwī(ə)rˌmastər/






noun




the conductor of a choir.













choir organ

 
/ˈkwī(ə)r ˈôrɡən/






noun




a separate division of many large organs, played using a third manual (keyboard), and typically having distinctively toned stops.













choir stall






noun

 — (usu. 
choir stalls

 )


1.
 
a fixed seat for one or more people in the choir of a church or chapel.













choi sum

 
/CHoi ˈsəm /

 
choy sum





I.
 
noun




a small Chinese cabbage of a variety with mild-tasting leaves and small edible yellow flowers.

[
Brassica rapa

 var. 
parachinensis

 , family 
Cruciferae

 .]











– origin

 Chinese (Cantonese dialect), literally ‘vegetable heart.’





choisya

 
/ˈCHoiˌzēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen Mexican shrub with sweet-scented white flowers, widely grown as an ornamental.

[
Choisya ternata

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 named after Jacques D. 
Choisy

 (1799–1859), Swiss botanist.






choke1


 
/CHōk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) have severe difficulty in breathing because of a constricted or obstructed throat or a lack of air




•
 
Willie 
choked on

 a mouthful of soda.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hinder or obstruct the breathing of (a person or animal) by choking.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prevent (a plant) from growing by depriving it of light, air, or nourishment




•
 
the bracken will choke the wild gladiolus.










4.
 
(
choke something down

 )
 — swallow something with difficulty




•
 
I attempted to choke down supper.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prevent or suppress (the occurrence of something)




•
 
higher rates of interest 
choke off

 investment demand.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (in sports) fail to perform at a crucial point of a game or contest owing to a failure of nerve




•
 
we were the only team not to choke when it came to the crunch.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be choked with

 )
 — fill (a passage or space), especially so as to make movement difficult or impossible




•
 
the roads were choked with traffic.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — overwhelm and make (someone) speechless with a strong and typically negative feeling or emotion




•
 
she was choked with angry emotion.










9.
 
become or cause to become tearful or extremely upset


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I just 
choked up

 reading it.










10.
 
suppress a strong emotion or the expression of such an emotion




•
 
Liz was choking back her anger.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — enrich the fuel mixture in (a gasoline engine) by reducing the intake of air.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a valve in the carburetor of a gasoline engine that is used to reduce the amount of air in the fuel mixture when the engine is started.




2.
 
a knob that controls a choke valve in a gasoline engine.




3.
 
a narrowed part of a shotgun bore, typically near the muzzle and serving to restrict the spread of the shot.




4.
 


‹informal›

 an electrical inductor, especially an inductance coil used to smooth the variations of an alternating current or to alter its phase.




5.
 
an action or sound of a person or animal having or seeming to have difficulty in breathing




•
 
a little choke of laughter.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





choke up






(in sports) grip (a bat, racket, etc.) further from the narrow end than is usual




•
 
he 
choked up on

 the bat a few inches.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
ācēocian

 (verb), from 
cēoce

 (see cheek
 ).





choke2


 
/CHōk/





I.
 
noun




the inedible mass of silky fibers at the center of a globe artichoke.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably a confusion of the ending of 
artichoke

 with choke
 1
 .





chokeberry

 
/ˈCHōkˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a North American shrub of the rose family, with white flowers and red autumn foliage, cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Aronia

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, esp. the 
red chokeberry

 (
A. arbutifolia

 ), 
purple chokeberry

 (
A. floribunda

 ), and 
black chokeberry

 (
A. melanocarpa

 ), each named for the color of its fruits.]




2.
 
the berrylike fruit of the chokeberry plant, which is bitter and unpalatable.













choke chain






noun




a chain formed into a loop by passing one end through a ring on the other, placed around a dog's neck to exert control by causing pressure on the windpipe when the dog pulls.













chokecherry

 
/ˈCHōkˌCHerē/






noun




a North American cherry with an edible astringent fruit that is more palatable when cooked.

[
Prunus virginiana

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













chokedamp

 
/ˈCHōkdamp/






noun




another term for blackdamp
 .













chokehold

 
/ˈCHōkhōld/






noun




a tight grip around a person's neck, used to restrain him or her by restricting breathing




•
 
the police have banned chokeholds




•
 


‹figurative›

 the southern delegates had the convention in a chokehold.



















choke point






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a point of congestion or blockage




•
 
the tunnel is a choke point at rush hour.



















choker

 
/ˈCHōkər/






noun



1.
 
a necklace or ornamental band of fabric that fits closely around the neck.




2.
 
a clerical or other high collar.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cable looped around a log to drag it.













Chokwe

 
/ˈCHôkwā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) and northern Angola.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Chokwe.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chokwe or their language.













choky

 
/ˈCHōkē/






adjective



1.
 
having or causing difficulty in breathing




•
 
the whole place was choky with tear gas.










2.
 
breathless and overwhelmed with emotion




•
 
“Nick,” she said, suddenly choky.



















chola

 
/ˈCHōlə/





I.
 
noun




a Latin American woman or girl with Indian blood; a mestiza


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a couple of chola girls.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: American Spanish (see cholo
 ).





cholangiography

 
/kōˌlanjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 X-ray examination of the bile ducts, used to locate and identify an obstruction.








II.
 
derivatives





cholangiogram

 
/kəˈlanjēəˌɡram /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: coined in Spanish from Greek 
kholē

 ‘bile’ + 
angeion

 ‘vessel’ + 
-graphia

 (see -graphy
 ).





chole-

 
chol-





I.
 
combining form






[Medicine]

 
[Chemistry]

 relating to bile or the bile ducts




•
 
cholelithiasis




•
 
cholesterol.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kholē

 ‘gall, bile.’





cholecalciferol

 
/ˌkōləˌkalˈsifəˌrôl, -ˌrōl/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 one of the D vitamins, a sterol that is formed by the action of sunlight on dehydrocholesterol in the skin. Deficiency of this vitamin affects calcium levels, causing rickets in children and osteomalacia in adults.

Also called vitamin D3 (see vitamin D
 ).













cholecyst-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the gallbladder




•
 
cholecystectomy.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
cholecystis

 ‘gallbladder.’





cholecystectomy

 
/ˌkōləˌsisˈtektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of the gallbladder.













cholecystitis

 
/ˌkōləsisˈtīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the gallbladder.













cholecystography

 
/ˌkōləˌsisˈtäɡrəfē/






noun






[Medicine]

 X-ray examination of the gallbladder, especially used to detect the presence of gallstones.













cholecystokinin

 
/ˌkōləˌsistōˈkīnən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone that is secreted by cells in the duodenum and stimulates the release of bile into the intestine and the secretion of enzymes by the pancreas.













cholelithiasis

 
/ˌkōlələˈTHīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 the formation of gallstones.













cholent

 
/ˈCHôlənt, ˈCHəl-/





I.
 
noun




a Jewish Sabbath dish of slowly baked meat and vegetables, prepared on a Friday and cooked overnight.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
tsholnt

 .






choler

 
/ˈkälər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in medieval science and medicine) one of the four bodily humors, identified with bile, believed to be associated with a peevish or irascible temperament.

Also called yellow bile
 .




2.
 


‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 anger or irascibility.











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting diarrhea): from Old French 
colere

 ‘bile, anger,’ from Latin 
cholera

 ‘diarrhea’ (from Greek 
kholera

 ), which in late Latin acquired the senses ‘bile or anger,’ from Greek 
kholē

 ‘bile.’





cholera

 
/ˈkälərə/





I.
 
noun




an infectious and often fatal bacterial disease of the small intestine, typically contracted from infected water supplies and causing severe vomiting and diarrhea.

[The disease is caused by the bacterium 
Vibrio cholerae

 . See vibrio
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting bile and later applied to various ailments involving vomiting and diarrhea): from Latin (see choler
 ). The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





choleraic

 
/ˌkäləˈrāik/






adjective






‹archaic›

 infected with cholera.













choleric

 
/ˈkälərik kəˈlerik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bad-tempered or irritable.




2.
 


‹historical›

 influenced by or predominating in the humor called choler




•
 
a choleric disposition.














II.
 
derivatives





cholerically






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bilious’): from Old French 
cholerique

 , via Latin from Greek 
kholerikos

 , from 
kholera

 (see choler
 ).






cholesterol

 
/kəˈlestəˌrôl kəˈlestəˌrōl/





I.
 
noun




a compound of the sterol type found in most body tissues, including the blood and the nerves. Cholesterol and its derivatives are important constituents of cell membranes and precursors of other steroid compounds, but high concentrations in the blood (mainly derived from animal fats in the diet) are thought to promote atherosclerosis.

[Chem. formula: C27
 H45
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kholē

 ‘bile’ + 
stereos

 ‘stiff’ + -ol
 .





cholic acid

 
/ˌkōlik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound produced by oxidation of cholesterol. It is a steroidal fatty acid and its salts are present in bile.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kholikos

 , from 
kholē

 ‘bile.’






choline

 
/ˈkōlēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a strongly basic compound occurring widely in living tissues and important in the synthesis and transport of lipids.

[Chem. formula: HON(CH3
 )3
 CH2
 CH2
 OH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
kholē

 ‘bile.’






cholinergic

 
/ˌkōləˈnərjik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting nerve cells in which acetylcholine acts as a neurotransmitter.

Contrasted with adrenergic
 .




2.
 


[Physiology]

 releasing or responding to acetylcholine.











– origin

 1930s: from choline
 + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + -ic
 .





cholinesterase

 
/ˌkōləˈnestəˌrās, -ˌrāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme, especially acetylcholinesterase, that hydrolyzes esters of choline.













cholla

 
/ˈCHoi(y)ə/





I.
 
noun




a cactus with a cylindrical stem, native to Mexico and the southwestern US.

[Genus 
Cylindropuntia

 , family 
Cactaceae

 : several species, including the densely spiny 
teddy-bear cholla

 (
C. bigelovii

 ) and the treelike 
cane cholla

 (
C. spinosior

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Mexican Spanish use of Spanish 
cholla

 ‘skull, head,’ of unknown origin.






cholo

 
/ˈCHōlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Latin American with Indian blood; a mestizo.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a lower-class Mexican, especially in an urban area.




3.
 


(US)

 a teenage boy, especially in a Mexican-American community, who is a member of a street gang.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: American Spanish, from 
Cholollán

 (now 
Cholula

 ), in Mexico.






chomp

 
/CHämp CHômp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
munch or chew vigorously and noisily




•
 
he 
chomped on

 his sandwich.










2.
 
(of a horse) make a noisy biting or chewing action.




3.
 
fret impatiently




•
 
he waited, chomping at her nonappearance.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a chewing noise or action.








III.
 
phrases





chomp (or champ or chafe) at the bit






be restless and impatient to start doing something.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably imitative.





Chomsky, Noam

 
/ˈCHäm(p)skē/






(1928–), US theoretical linguist; full name 
Avram Noam Chomsky

 . Noted for expounding the theory of generative grammar, he also theorized that linguistic behavior is innate, not learned, and that all languages share the same underlying grammatical base. Notable works: 
Syntactic Structures

 (1957) and 
Aspects of the Theory of Syntax

 (1965).









Chomskyan

 
/ˈCHäm(p)skēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the linguistic theories of Noam Chomsky, especially those concerning generative grammar




•
 
Chomskyan ideas about an innate language faculty.




















Chondrichthyes

 
/känˈdrikTHēˌēz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of fishes that includes those with a cartilaginous skeleton.

Compare with Osteichthyes
 .







– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
khondros

 ‘cartilage’ + 
ikhthus

 ‘fish.’





chondrite

 
/ˈkändrīt/





I.
 
noun




a stony meteorite containing small mineral granules (chondrules).








II.
 
derivatives





chondritic

 
/känˈdritik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
khondros

 ‘granule’ + -ite
 1
 .






chondro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to cartilage




•
 
chondrocyte.

















– origin

 from Greek 
khondros

 ‘grain or cartilage.’





chondrocranium

 
/ˌkändrōˈkrānēəm/






noun






[Zoology]

 
[Embryology]

 the primary skull of vertebrates, composed of cartilage, which in humans and most other vertebrates is replaced by bone during development.













chondrocyte

 
/ˈkändrəˌsīt/






noun






[Biology]

 a cell that has secreted the matrix of cartilage and become embedded in it.













chondroitin

 
/känˈdroitn, -ˈdrōətn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is a major constituent of cartilage and other connective tissue. It is a glycosaminoglycan and occurs mainly in the form of sulfate esters.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from chondro-
 + -ite
 1
 + -in
 1
 .





chondrule

 
/ˈkändro͞ol/






noun




a spheroidal mineral grain present in large numbers in some stony meteorites.













Chongjin

 
/ˌCHəNGˈjēn/






a port on the northeastern coast of North Korea; pop. 582,500 (est. 2005).










Chongqing

 
/ˌCHo͝oNGˈCHiNG /

 
Chungking






a city in Sichuan province, in central China, on the Yangtze River; pop. 4,776,000 (est. 2006). It was the capital of China from 1938 to 1946.









choo-choo

 
/ˈCHo͞o ˌCHo͞o /

 
choo-choo train





I.
 
noun




a child's word for a railroad train or locomotive, especially a steam engine.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative.





choon

 
/CHo͞on/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a song or piece of popular music




•
 
play us some of your choons, bro!

















– origin

 1990s: informal respelling of tune
 .






choose

 
/CHo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pick out or select (someone or something) as being the best or most appropriate of two or more alternatives




•
 
he chose a seat facing the door




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
now it's my turn to choose.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — decide on a course of action, typically after rejecting alternatives


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he chose to go




•
 
I'll stay as long as I choose.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
cannot choose but do something








‹formal›

 have no alternative to doing something.









2.
 
there is little (or nothing) to choose between






there is little or no difference between.












III.
 
derivatives





chooser

 
/ˈCHo͞ozər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cēosan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kiezen

 .





choosy

 
/ˈCHo͞ozē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 overly fastidious in making a choice.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
choosily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
choosiness






noun






















chop

 
/CHäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something) into small pieces with repeated sharp blows using an ax or knife




•
 
they 
chopped up

 the pulpit for firewood




•
 
finely chop the parsley.










2.
 
(
chop something off

 )
 — remove by cutting




•
 
they chopped off all her hair.










3.
 
cut through the base of (something, especially a tree) with blows from an ax or similar implement, in order to fell it




•
 
the boy 
chopped down

 eight trees




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the men were 
chopping at

 the undergrowth with machetes.










4.
 
strike (a ball) with a short heavy blow, as if cutting at something.




5.
 
(usu. 
be chopped

 )
 — abolish or reduce the size or extent of (something) in a way regarded as brutally sudden




•
 
their training courses are to be chopped.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a downward cutting blow or movement, typically with the hand




•
 
an effective chop to the back of the neck.










2.
 
a thick slice of meat, especially pork or lamb, adjacent to, and typically including, a rib.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 crushed or ground grain used as animal feed.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the broken motion of water, typically due to the action of the wind against the tide




•
 
we started our run into a two-foot chop.














III.
 
phrases





chop logic






argue in a tiresomely pedantic way; quibble.

[mid 16th cent.: from a dialect use of 
chop

 meaning ‘bandy words.’]















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of chap
 1
 .






chop-chop

 
/ˌCHäpˈCHäp/





I.
 
adverb, exclamation




quickly; quick




•
 
“Two beers, chop-chop,” Jimmy called.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: pidgin English, based on Chinese dialect 
kuaì-kuaì

 . Compare with chopstick
 .





chophouse

 
/ˈCHäpˌhous/






noun




a restaurant that specializes in steaks, chops, and similar fare.













Chopin, Frédéric

 
/ˈSHōˌpan, SHōˈpaN/






(1810–49), French composer and pianist; born in Poland; Polish name 
Fryderyk Franciszek Szopen

 ; full name 
Frédéric François Chopin

 . Writing almost exclusively for the piano, he composed numerous mazurkas and polonaises inspired by Polish folk music, as well as nocturnes, preludes, and two piano concertos (1829; 1830).









Chopin, Kate

 
/ˈSHōˌpan, SHōˈpan/






(1851–1904), US novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Kate O'Flaherty Chopin

 . Notable works: 
Bayou Folk

 (1894), 
A Night in Acadie

 (1897), and 
The Awakening

 (1899).









chopped liver






noun



1.
 
a savory spread made from sautéed liver and onions.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a person or thing regarded as insignificant




•
 
remember the three kings showed up with gold, frankincense, and myrrh, none of which were chopped liver back then.



















chopper

 
/ˈCHäpər/






noun



1.
 
a short ax with a large blade.




2.
 
a butcher's cleaver.




3.
 
a device for regularly interrupting an electric current or a beam of light or particles.




4.
 
(
choppers

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 teeth.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a helicopter.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a motorcycle, especially one with high handlebars and the front-wheel fork extended forward.




7.
 


[Baseball]

 a batted ball that makes a high bounce after hitting the ground in fair territory




•
 
Bell followed with a high chopper to the third baseman.



















chopping block

 
/ˈCHäpiNG ˌbläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a block for chopping something on, in particular




2.
 
a block for chopping wood.




3.
 
a block for chopping food such as meat, vegetables, and herbs.




4.
 


‹historical›

 an executioner's block.








II.
 
phrases





on the chopping block






likely to be abolished or drastically reduced.

















choppy

 
/ˈCHäpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a sea or river) having many small waves.




•
 
sea conditions are often very choppy.




•
 
heavy, choppy seas.










2.
 
having a disjointed or jerky quality




•
 
the choppy, electronic beat of hip hop.










3.
 
denoting or relating to a hairstyle in which layers and sections of hair are cut at different lengths




•
 
a choppy bob.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
choppily

 
/ˈCHäpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
choppiness

 
/ˈCHäpēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘full of chaps or clefts’): from chop
 + -y
 1
 .






chops

 
/CHäps/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's or animal's mouth or jaws




•
 
a smack in the chops.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's cheeks; jowls.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the technical skill of a musician, especially one who plays jazz




•
 
when I'm on tour, my chops go down.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bust one's chops








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exert oneself.









2.
 
bust someone's chops








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 nag or criticize someone.















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of chap
 3
 .





chop shop






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a place where stolen vehicles are dismantled so that the parts can be sold or used to repair other stolen vehicles.













chopsocky

 
/ˌCHäpˈsäkē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 kung fu or a similar martial art, especially as depicted in violent action movies




•
 
chopsocky epics from Hong Kong.

















– origin

 1970s: perhaps humorously, suggested by chop suey
 .






chopstick

 
/ˈCHäpˌstik/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
chopsticks

 )


1.
 
each of a pair of small, thin, tapered sticks of wood, ivory, or plastic, held together in one hand and used as eating utensils, especially by the Chinese, the Japanese, and other people in eastern Asia.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: pidgin English, from 
chop

 ‘quick’ + stick
 1
 , translating Chinese dialect 
kuàizi

 , literally ‘nimble ones.’ Compare with chop-chop
 .






chop suey

 
/ˌCHäp ˈso͞oē/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese-style dish of meat stewed and fried with bean sprouts, bamboo shoots, and onions, and often served with rice.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
tsaâp suì

 ‘mixed bits.’





choral

 
/ˈkôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
composed for or sung by a choir or chorus




•
 
a choral work




•
 
choral singing.










2.
 
engaged in or concerned with singing




•
 
a choral scholar.














II.
 
derivatives





chorally

 
/ˈkôrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
choralis

 , from Latin 
chorus

 (see chorus
 ).





chorale

 
/kəˈral, -ˈräl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical composition (or part of one) consisting of or resembling a harmonized version of a simple, stately hymn tune.




2.
 


(US)

 a choir or choral society.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Choral (gesang

 ), translating medieval Latin 
cantus choralis

 .





chorale prelude






noun




an organ piece based on a chorale.













choral speaking






noun




the recitation of poetry or prose by a chorus or ensemble.













chord1


 
/kôrd/





I.
 
noun




a group of (typically three or more) notes sounded together, as a basis of harmony




•
 
the triumphal opening chords




•
 
a G major chord.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
chording

 )


1.
 
play, sing, or arrange notes in chords.








III.
 
derivatives





chordal

 
/ˈkôrdl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
cord

 , from accord
 . The spelling change in the 18th cent. was due to confusion with chord
 2
 . The original sense was ‘agreement, reconciliation,’ later ‘a musical concord or harmonious sound’; the current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.






chord2


 
/kôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a straight line joining the ends of an arc.




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 the width of an airfoil from leading to trailing edge.




3.
 


[Engineering]

 each of the two principal members of a truss.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 variant spelling of cord
 :




•
 
spinal chord.










5.
 


‹literary›

 a string on a harp or other instrument.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
strike (or touch) a chord






affect or stir someone's emotions




•
 
the issue of food safety strikes a chord with almost everyone.







[with figurative reference to the emotions being the ‘strings’ of the mind visualized as a musical instrument.]









2.
 
strike (or touch) the right chord






skillfully appeal to or arouse a particular emotion in others




•
 
Dickens knew how to strike the right chord in the hearts of his readers.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the anatomical sense): a later spelling (influenced by Latin 
chorda

 ‘rope’) of cord
 . / 
usage:

 In modern English there are two words spelled 
chord

 : the first is the musical term meaning ‘a group of notes sounded together,’ and the second is a technical term in mathematics, aeronautics, and engineering. 
Cord

 meaning ‘string or rope made from twisted strands’ is etymologically related to the second 
chord

 , but is now regarded as a distinct word. The anatomical term generally uses the spelling 
cord

 (as in 
spinal cord

 and 
vocal cord

 ), although 
chord

 is an acceptable variant.






Chordata

 
/kôrˈdätə, -ˈdātə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large phylum of animals that includes the vertebrates together with the sea squirts and lancelets. They are distinguished by the possession of a notochord at some stage during their development.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
chorda

 (see chord
 2
 ), on the pattern of words such as 
Vertebrata

 .





chordate

 
/ˈkôrdət ˈkôrˌdāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an animal of the large phylum 
Chordata

 , comprising the vertebrates together with the sea squirts and lancelets.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting chordates.













chordophone

 
/ˈkôrdəˌfōn/






noun






[Music]

 
‹technical›

 a stringed instrument.













chordotonal

 
/ˌkôrdəˈtōnl/





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (in insects) denoting sense organs that are responsive to mechanical and sound vibrations.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from chord
 2
 + tonal
 .






chore

 
/CHôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a routine task, especially a household one.




2.
 
an unpleasant but necessary task




•
 
he sees interviews as a chore.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally dialect and US): variant of obsolete 
char

 or 
chare

 (see charwoman
 ).





chorea

 
/kəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a neurological disorder characterized by jerky involuntary movements affecting especially the shoulders, hips, and face.

See also Huntington's chorea
 , Sydenham's chorea
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
khoreia

 ‘dancing in unison,’ from 
khoros

 ‘chorus.’





choreograph

 
/ˈkôrēəˌɡraf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compose the sequence of steps and moves for (a performance of dance or ice skating)




•
 
he is now choreographing a ballet.










2.
 
plan and control (an event or operation)




•
 
the committee choreographs the movement of troops.

















– origin

 1940s: back-formation from choreography
 .





choreographer

 
/kôrēˈäɡrəfər/






noun




a person who composes the sequence of steps and moves for a performance of dance




•
 
a professional choreographer.




















choreography

 
/ˌkôrēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sequence of steps and movements in dance or figure skating, especially in a ballet or other staged dance




•
 
the lively choreography reflects the themes of the original play.










2.
 
the art or practice of designing choreographic sequences.




3.
 
the written notation for a choreographic sequence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
choreographic

 
/ˌkôrēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
choreographically

 
/ˌkôrēəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘written notation of dancing’): from Greek 
khoreia

 ‘dancing in unison’ (from 
khoros

 ‘chorus’) + -graphy
 .





choreology

 
/ˌkôrēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the notation of dance movement.








II.
 
derivatives





choreologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
khoreia

 ‘dancing in unison’ (from 
khoros

 ‘chorus’) + -logy
 .





choriambus

 
/ˌkôrēˈambəs /

 
choriamb





I.
 
noun




a metrical foot consisting of two short (or unstressed) syllables between two long (or stressed) ones.








II.
 
derivatives





choriambic

 
/ˌkôrēˈambik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
khoriambos

 , from 
khoreios

 ‘of the dance’ + 
iambos

 (see iambus
 ).





choric

 
/ˈkôrik/





I.
 
adjective




belonging to, spoken by, or resembling a chorus in drama or recitation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
khorikos

 , from 
khoros

 ‘chorus.’





chorine

 
/ˈkôrēn/





I.
 
noun




a chorus girl.











– origin

 1920s (originally US): from chorus
 + -ine
 3
 .





chorio-






combining form




representing chorion
 or choroid
 .













chorioallantoic

 
/ˌkôrēōˌalənˈtōik/






adjective






[Embryology]

 relating to or denoting fused chorionic and allantoic membranes around a fetus.













choriocarcinoma

 
/ˌkôrēōˌkärsəˈnōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor of the uterus that originates in the cells of the chorion of a fetus.













chorioid

 
/ˈkôrēˌoid/






adjective




another term for choroid
 .














chorion

 
/ˈkôrēˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 the outermost membrane surrounding an embryo of a reptile, bird, or mammal. In mammals (including humans), it contributes to the formation of the placenta.








II.
 
derivatives





chorionic

 
/ˌkôrēˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
khorion

 .





chorionic villus sampling

 
CVS






noun






[Medicine]

 a test made in early pregnancy to detect congenital abnormalities in the fetus. A tiny tissue sample is taken from the villi of the chorion, which forms the fetal part of the placenta.













chorister

 
/ˈkôrəstər ˈkärəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a choir, especially a child or young person singing the treble part in a church choir.




2.
 


(US)

 a person who leads the singing of a church choir or congregation.











– origin

 late Middle English 
queristre

 , from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
cueriste

 , from 
quer

 (see choir
 ). The change in the first syllable in the 16th cent. was due to association with obsolete 
chorist

 ‘member of a choir or chorus,’ but the older form 
quirister

 long survived.





chorizo

 
/CHəˈrēzō, -sō/





I.
 
noun




a spicy Spanish pork sausage.











– origin

 Spanish.





chorography

 
/kəˈräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the systematic description and mapping of regions or districts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chorographer

 
/kəˈräɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
chorographic

 
/ˌkôrəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
khōrographia

 , from 
khōra

 or 
khōros

 ‘region.’






choroid

 
/ˈkôroid /

 
chorioid





I.
 
adjective




resembling the chorion, particularly in containing many blood vessels.








II.
 
noun




the pigmented vascular layer of the eyeball between the retina and the sclera.








III.
 
derivatives





choroidal

 
/kəˈroidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
khoroeidēs

 (adjective), alteration of 
khorioeidēs

 , from 
khorion

 (see chorion
 ).





choroid plexus






noun




a network of blood vessels in each ventricle of the brain. It is derived from the pia mater and produces the cerebrospinal fluid.













choropleth map

 
/ˈkôrəˌpleTH ˌmap/





I.
 
noun




a map that uses differences in shading, coloring, or the placing of symbols within predefined areas to indicate the average values of a property or quantity in those areas.

Compare with isopleth
 .











– origin

 1930s: 
choropleth

 from Greek 
khōra

 ‘region’ + 
plēthos

 ‘multitude.’





Chorrillos

 
/ˌCHōˈrēyōs/






a town in west central Peru, a resort and suburb south of Lima; pop. 262,525 (2005).









chortle

 
/ˈCHôrdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
laugh in a breathy, gleeful way; chuckle




•
 
he 
chortled at

 his own pun.














II.
 
noun




a breathy, gleeful laugh




•
 
Thomas gave a chortle.

















– origin

 1871: coined by Lewis Carroll in 
Through the Looking Glass

 ; probably a blend of chuckle
 and snort
 .






chorus

 
/ˈkôrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large organized group of singers, especially one that performs together with an orchestra or opera company.




2.
 
a group of singers or dancers performing together in a supporting role in a stage musical or opera.




3.
 
a piece of choral music, especially one forming part of a larger work such as an opera or oratorio.




4.
 
a part of a song that is repeated after each verse, typically by more than one singer.




5.
 
a simple song for group singing, especially in informal Christian worship.




6.
 
(in ancient Greek tragedy) a group of performers who comment on the main action, typically speaking and moving together.




7.
 
a simultaneous utterance of something by many people




•
 
a growing 
chorus of

 complaint




•
 
“Good morning,” we replied 
in chorus

 .










8.
 
a single character who speaks the prologue and other linking parts of the play, especially in Elizabethan drama.




9.
 
a section of text spoken by the chorus in drama.




10.
 
a device used with an amplified musical instrument to give the impression that more than one instrument is being played


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a chorus pedal.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a group of people) say the same thing at the same time




•
 
they chorused a noisy amen




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Morning, Father,” the children chorused.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a character speaking the prologue and epilogue in a play and serving to comment on events): from Latin, from Greek 
khoros

 .





chorus girl

 
/ˈkôrəs ˌɡərl/






noun




a young woman who sings or dances in the chorus of a musical.













Chorzów

 
/ˈhôˌZHo͝of, ˈkô-/






a transportation and industrial center in southern Poland; pop. 113,314 (2008).









chose

 
/CHōz/






past of choose
 .









chosen

 
/ˈCHōzən/





I.
 
past participle of choose
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having been selected as the best or most appropriate




•
 
music is his chosen vocation.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
chosen few






a group of people who are special or different, typically in a way thought to be unfair




•
 
why have they kept this secret to themselves, the chosen few?















2.
 
chosen people





a.
 
the Jewish people considered (in Jewish and Christian tradition) as having been selected by God for a special relationship with him.




b.
 
(in Christian use) those destined for salvation; believing Christians.

















choucroute

 
/SHo͞oˈkro͞ot/





I.
 
noun




pickled cabbage; sauerkraut.











– origin

 French, from German dialect 
Surkrut

 ‘sauerkraut,’ influenced by French 
chou

 ‘cabbage.’





choucroute garni

 
/SHo͞oˌkro͞ot ɡärˈnē/





I.
 
noun




a French dish consisting of sauerkraut flavored with juniper and served with assorted meats.











– origin

 French, literally ‘garnished sauerkraut.’





Chou En-lai

 
/ˌjō en ˈlī/






variant of Zhou Enlai
 .









chough

 
/CHəf/





I.
 
noun




a black Eurasian and North African bird of the crow family, with a down-curved bill and broad rounded wings, typically frequenting mountains and sea cliffs.

[Genus 
Pyrrhocorax

 , family 
Corvidae

 : three species, esp. the 
red-billed chough

 (
P. pyrrhocorax

 ), with a long red bill, and the 
alpine chough

 (
P. graculus

 ), with a shorter yellow bill.]











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting the jackdaw): probably imitative.





choux pastry

 
/ˈSHo͞o ˌpāstrē/





I.
 
noun




very light pastry made with egg, typically used for eclairs and profiteroles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
choux

 or 
chou

 , denoting a round cream-filled pastry cake (from French 
chou

 (plural 
choux

 ) ‘cabbage, rosette,’ from Latin 
caulis

 ) + pastry
 .






chow

 
/CHou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 food.




2.
 
(also 
chow chow

 )
 — a dog of a sturdy Chinese breed with a broad muzzle, a tail curled over the back, a bluish-black tongue, and typically a dense thick coat.








II.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 eat


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he 
chowed down on

 lobster




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
lions 
chow down

 their kills.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortened from chow chow
 .






chow chow

 
/ˈCHou ˌCHou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for chow
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
(also 
chow-chow

 )
 — a Chinese preserve of ginger, orange peel, and other ingredients, in syrup.




3.
 
(also 
chow-chow

 )
 — a mixed vegetable pickle.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: pidgin English, of unknown ultimate origin.





chowder

 
/ˈCHoudər/





I.
 
noun




a rich soup typically containing fish, clams, or corn with potatoes and onions




•
 
clam chowder.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from French 
chaudière

 ‘stew pot,’ related to Old Northern French 
caudron

 (see cauldron
 ).





chowderhead

 
/ˈCHoudərˌhed/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives





chowderheaded






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a variant form of early 17th-cent. 
jolter-head

 ‘thick-headed person.’





chowhound

 
/ˈCHouˌhound/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a very enthusiastic eater.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally military slang): from chow
 + hound
 .





chowkidar

 
/ˈCHōkəˌdär /

 
chokidar





I.
 
noun




(in India) a watchman or gatekeeper.











– origin

 from Urdu 
caukīdār

 , from 
caukī

 ‘toll house’ + 
-dār

 ‘keeper.’





chow mein

 
/ˌCHou ˈmān/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese-style dish of fried noodles with shredded meat or seafood and vegetables.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Chinese 
chǎo miàn

 ‘fried noodles.’





CHP






abbreviation




combined heat and power, a system in which steam produced in a power station as a byproduct of electricity generation is used to heat nearby buildings.













Chr.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Chronicles.













chrestomathy

 
/kreˈstäməTHē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a selection of passages from an author or authors, designed to help in learning a language.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
khrēstomatheia

 , from 
khrēstos

 ‘useful’ + 
-matheia

 ‘learning.’





Chrétien, Jean

 
/krāˈtyeN, -ˈtyen/






(1934–), Canadian Liberal statesman; prime minister 1993–2003; full name 
Joseph-Jacques Jean Chrétien

 .










Chrétien de Troyes

 
/krāˌtyen de ˈtrwä/






(12th century), French poet. His courtly romances on Arthurian themes include 
Lancelot

 (
c.

 1177–81) and 
Perceval

 (
c.

 1181–90, unfinished).










chrism

 
/ˈkrizəm/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of oil and balsam, consecrated and used for anointing at baptism and in other rites of Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican Churches.











– origin

 Old English, from medieval Latin 
crisma

 , ecclesiastical Latin 
chrisma

 , from Greek 
khrisma

 ‘anointing,’ from 
khriein

 ‘anoint.’





Chrismation

 
/krisˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a rite in the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches that is comparable and similar to confirmation in the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
chrismatio(n-)

 , from 
chrismare

 ‘to anoint.’





chrisom

 
/ˈkrizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a white robe put on a child at baptism.











– origin

 Middle English: alteration of chrism
 , representing a popular pronunciation with two syllables.





Chrissake

 
/krī(s)ˌsāk /

 
Chrissakes





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
for Chrissake

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 for Christ's sake (used as an exclamation, typically of annoyance or exasperation)




•
 
for Chrissake, listen to me!

















– origin

 1920s: representing a pronunciation.






Christ

 
/krīst/





I.
 
noun




the title, also treated as a name, given to Jesus of Nazareth (see Jesus
 ).








II.
 
exclamation




an oath used to express irritation, dismay, or surprise.








III.
 
phrases





before Christ






full form of BC
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Christhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
Christlike

 
/ˈkrīs(t)ˌlīk /






adjective













3.
 
Christly






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
Crīst

 , from Latin 
Christus

 , from Greek 
Khristos

 , noun use of an adjective meaning ‘anointed,’ from 
khriein

 ‘anoint,’ translating Hebrew 
māšīaḥ

 ‘Messiah.’





Christadelphian

 
/ˌkristəˈdelfēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Christian sect, founded in the US in 1848, that claims to return to the beliefs and practices of the earliest disciples and holds that Christ will return in power to set up a worldwide theocracy beginning at Jerusalem.








II.
 
adjective




of or adhering to the Christadelphians and their beliefs.











– origin

 from late Greek 
Khristadelphos

 ‘in brotherhood with Christ’ (from 
Khristos

 ‘Christ’ + 
adelphos

 ‘brother’) + -ian
 .





Christchurch

 
/ˈkrīs(t)ˌCHərCH/






a city in New Zealand, on the eastern coast of South Island; pop. 348,435 (2006). Christchurch suffered extensive damage and loss of life in a series of major earthquakes in 2010–11.










christen

 
/ˈkris(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (a baby) a Christian name at baptism as a sign of admission to a Christian Church


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
their second daughter was christened Jeanette.










2.
 
give to (someone or something) a name that reflects a notable quality or characteristic


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
a person so creepy that his colleagues christened him “Millipede.”










3.
 
dedicate (a vessel, building, etc.) ceremonially




•
 
their first garbage truck was christened with a bottle of champagne.










4.
 


‹informal›

 use for the first time




•
 
let's get steaks and christen the new grill.














II.
 
derivatives





christener

 
/ˈkris(ə)nər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
crīstnian

 ‘make Christian,’ from 
crīsten

 ‘Christian,’ from Latin 
Christianus

 , from 
Christus

 ‘Christ.’





Christendom

 
/ˈkris(ə)ndəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 the worldwide body or society of Christians.




2.
 


‹dated›

 the Christian world




•
 
the greatest church in Christendom.

















– origin

 Old English 
crīstendōm

 , from 
crīsten

 (see christen
 ) + 
-dōm

 (see -dom
 ).





Christer

 
/ˈkrīstər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sanctimonious or ostentatiously pious Christian.













Christian

 
/ˈkrisCHən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or professing Christianity or its teachings




•
 
the Christian Church.










2.
 


‹informal›

 having or showing qualities associated with Christians, especially those of decency, kindness, and fairness.








II.
 
noun




a person who has received Christian baptism or is a believer in Jesus Christ and his teachings.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Christianization

 
/ˌkrisCHənəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
Christianize

 
/ˈkrisCHəˌnīz /






verb













3.
 
Christianly

 
/ˈkrisCH(ə)nlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
Christianus

 , from Greek 
Christianos

 (see Christ
 ).





Christian, Fletcher






(
c.

 1764–93), English seaman and mutineer. In April 1789, as first mate under Captain Bligh on the HMS 
Bounty

 , he seized the ship and cast Bligh and others adrift. In 1790, the mutineers settled on Pitcairn Island, where Christian was probably killed by Tahitians.









Christian Brothers






a Roman Catholic lay teaching order founded in France in 1684.










Christian era






noun

 — (
the Christian era

 )


1.
 
the period of time that begins with the traditional date of Christ's birth.














Christiania

 
/ˌkristēˈanēə, ˌkrisCHē- /

 
Kristiania






former name (1624–1924) of Oslo
 .









Christianity

 
/ˌkrisCHēˈanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the religion based on the person and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, or its beliefs and practices.




2.
 
Christian quality or character




•
 
his Christianity sustained him.











Christianity is today the world's most widespread religion, with more than a billion members, mainly divided between the Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox Churches. It originated among the Jewish followers of Jesus of Nazareth, who believed that he was the promised Messiah (or ‘Christ’), but the Christian Church soon became an independent organization, largely through the missionary efforts of St. Paul. In 313 Constantine ended official persecution in the Roman Empire and in 380 Theodosius I recognized it as the state religion. Most Christians believe in one God in three Persons (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) and that Jesus is the Son of God who rose from the dead after being crucified; a Christian hopes to attain eternal life after death through faith in Jesus Christ and tries to live by his teachings as recorded in the New Testament.







– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crestiente

 , from 
crestien

 ‘Christian,’ influenced by late Latin 
christianitas

 , from Latin 
Christianus

 , from 
Christus

 ‘Christ.’





Christian name

 
/ˈkrisCHən ˌnām/





I.
 
noun




a name given to an individual that distinguishes him or her from other members of the same family and is used as an address of familiarity; a forename, especially one given at baptism.











usage:

 In recognition of the fact that English-speaking societies have many religions and cultures, not just Christian ones, the term 
Christian name

 has largely given way, at least in official contexts, to alternative terms such as 
given name

 , 
first name

 , or 
forename

 .





Christian Science

 
/ˌkrisCHən ˈsīəns/





I.
 
noun




the beliefs and practices of the Church of Christ Scientist, a Christian sect founded by Mary Baker Eddy in 1879. Members hold that only God and the mind have ultimate reality, and that sin and illness are illusions that can be overcome by prayer and faith.








II.
 
derivatives





Christian Scientist

 
/ˈˌkrisCHən ˈsīən(t)əst /






noun





















Christiansted

 
/ˈkrisCHənˌsted/






a resort town on Saint Croix Island in the US Virgin Islands, once the capital of the Danish West Indies; pop. 2,700 (est. 2009).









Christie





I.
 
noun






[Skiing]

 
‹dated›

 a sudden turn in which the skis are kept parallel, used for changing direction fast or stopping short.











– origin

 1920s (earlier as 
Christiania

 ): named after Christiania
 in Norway.





Christie, Dame Agatha

 
/ˈkristē/






(1890–1976), English writer of detective fiction and plays. Many of her novels feature the Belgian detective Hercule Poirot or the resourceful Miss Marple. Her play 
The Mousetrap

 (1952) has run continuously since 1952 on the London stage. Other notable works: 
Murder on the Orient Express

 (1934) and 
Death on the Nile

 (1937).









Christie, Linford






(1960–), Jamaican-born British sprinter who won the Olympic gold medal in the 100 meters in 1992 and the world championship title at this distance in 1993.









Christingle

 
/ˈkristiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a lighted candle symbolizing Christ as the light of the world, held by children especially at a special Advent service originating in the Moravian Church.











– origin

 1950s: probably from German dialect 
Christkindl

 ‘Christ child, Christmas gift.’






Christmas

 
/ˈkrisməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the annual Christian festival celebrating Christ's birth, held on December 25 in the Western Church.




2.
 
the period immediately before and after December 25




•
 
we had guests over Christmas.














II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing surprise, dismay, or despair.








III.
 
derivatives





Christmassy

 
/ˈkrisməsē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
Crīstes mæsse

 (see Christ
 , Mass
 ).





Christmas cactus






noun




a Brazilian cactus with branching stems of glossy green, flat, broad, tooth-edged sections, the tips of which bear long flowers, typically red or pink, with recurved outer petals. Christmas cacti are widely cultivated as houseplants.

[
Schlumbergera bridgesii

 (or 
Zygocactus bridgesii

 ), family 
Cactaceae

 .]













Christmas card






noun




a greeting card sent at Christmas.













Christmas Day

 
/ˈˌkrisməs ˈdā/






noun




December 25, the day on which the festival of Christmas is celebrated.













Christmas Eve

 
/ˈkrisməs ˈˌēv/






noun




December 24, the day or evening before Christmas Day.













Christmas fern






noun




an evergreen fern with dark green leathery fronds that grow in circular clumps from a central rootstock.

[
Polystichum acrostichoides

 , family 
Polypodiaceae

 .]














Christmas Island





I.
 
an island in the Indian Ocean, 200 miles (350 km) south of Java, administered as an external territory of Australia since 1958; pop. 1,400 (est. 2009).




II.
 
former name (until 1981) of Kiritimati
 .










Christmas stocking

 
/ˈkrisməs ˌstäkiNG/






noun




a long sock or similar receptacle hung up by children on Christmas Eve for Santa Claus to fill with presents.













Christmas tree

 
/ˈkrisməs ˌtrē/






noun




a real or artificial evergreen tree set up and decorated with lights and ornaments as part of Christmas celebrations.













Christo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to Christ




•
 
Christocentric




•
 
Christology.

















– origin

 from Latin 
Christus

 or Greek 
Khristos

 ‘Christ.’





Christocentric

 
/ˈkristəˈsentrik, ˌkrī-/






adjective




having Christ as its center




•
 
a thoroughly Christocentric theology.



















Christogram

 
/ˈkristəˌɡram/






noun




a symbol for Christ, consisting of the Greek letters chi (Χ) and rho (Ρ).













Christology

 
/krisˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of Christian theology relating to the person, nature, and role of Christ.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Christological

 
/ˌkristlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
Christologically

 
/ˌkristlˈäjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Christopher, St.

 
/ˈkristəfər/






a legendary Christian martyr, adopted as the patron saint of travelers, since it is said that he once carried Christ in the form of a child across a river.









Christopher, Warren

 
/ˈkristəfər/






(1925–2011), US statesman and lawyer; full name 
Warren Minor Christopher

 . He served as secretary of state 1993–97 in President Bill Clinton's administration.









christophine

 
/ˈkristəˌfēn /

 
christophene





I.
 
noun




another term for chayote
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 probably based on the French given name 
Christophe

 .






Christ's thorn






noun




a thorny shrub popularly supposed to have formed Christ's crown of thorns, in particular

[● either of two shrubs related to the buckthorn: 
Paliurus spina-christi

 (also called Jerusalem thorn
 ) and 
Ziziphus spina-christi

 (also called crown of thorns
 ), family 
Rhamnaceae

 .]













chroma

 
/ˈkrōmə/





I.
 
noun




purity or intensity of color.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color.’





chromaffin

 
/krōˈmafən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 denoting granules or vesicles containing epinephrine and norepinephrine, and the secretory cells of the adrenal medulla in which they are found.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from chromo-
 1
 ‘chromium’ + Latin 
affinis

 ‘akin’ (because readily stained brown by chromates).





chromakey

 
/ˈkrōməkē/





I.
 
noun




a technique by which a block of a particular color (often blue or green) in a video image can be replaced either by another color or image, enabling, for example, a weather forecaster to appear against a background of a computer-generated weather map.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manipulate (an image) using chromakey.














chromate

 
/ˈkrōmāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both chromium and oxygen, especially one of the anion CrO4
 2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from chromic
 + -ate
 1
 .






chromatic

 
/krōˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 relating to or using notes not belonging to the diatonic scale of the key in which a passage is written.




2.
 
(of a scale) ascending or descending by semitones.




3.
 
(of an instrument) able to play all the notes of the chromatic scale.




4.
 
of, relating to, or produced by color.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chromatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
chromaticism

 
/-əˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
chromatique

 or Latin 
chromaticus

 , from Greek 
khrōmatikos

 , from 
khrōma

 , 
khrōmat-

 ‘color, chromatic scale.’





chromatic aberration






noun






[Optics]

 the material effect produced by the refraction of different wavelengths of electromagnetic radiation through slightly different angles, resulting in a failure to focus. It causes colored fringes in the images produced by uncorrected lenses.













chromaticity

 
/ˌkrōməˈtisədē/






noun




the quality of color, independent of brightness.













chromatid

 
/ˈkrōməˌtid/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 each of the two threadlike strands into which a chromosome divides longitudinally during cell division. Each contains a double helix of DNA.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
khrōma

 , 
khrōmat-

 ‘color’ + -id
 2
 .





chromatin

 
/ˈkrōmədən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the material of which the chromosomes of organisms other than bacteria (i.e., eukaryotes) are composed. It consists of protein, RNA, and DNA.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
khrōma

 , 
khrōmat-

 ‘color.’






chromato-

 
chromo-





I.
 
combining form




color; of or in colors




•
 
chromatopsia




•
 
chromosome.

















– origin

 from Greek 
khrōma

 , 
khrōmat-

 ‘color.’






chromatogram

 
/krōˈmadəˌɡram/






noun




a visible record (such as a series of colored bands, or a graph) showing the result of separation of the components of a mixture by chromatography.













chromatograph

 
/krōˈmadəˌɡraf/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus for performing chromatography.




2.
 
another term for chromatogram
 .













chromatography

 
/ˌkrōməˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the separation of a mixture by passing it in solution or suspension or as a vapor (as in gas chromatography) through a medium in which the components move at different rates.








II.
 
derivatives





chromatographic

 
/krōˌmatəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from German 
Chromatographie

 (see chromato-
 , -graphy
 ). The name alludes to the earliest separations when the result was displayed as a number of colored bands or spots.





chromatophore

 
/krōˈmatəfôr/





I.
 
noun




a cell or plastid that contains pigment.








II.
 
derivatives





chromatophoric

 
/krəˌmatəˈfôrik, ˌkrōmətə- /






adjective





















chromatopsia

 
/ˌkrōməˈtäpsēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally colored vision, a rare symptom of varied cause.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from chromato-
 ‘color’ + Greek 
-opsia

 ‘seeing.’






chrome

 
/krōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
chromium plate as a decorative or protective finish on motor-vehicle fittings and other objects


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a chrome bumper.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting compounds or alloys of chromium




•
 
chrome dyes.










3.
 
short for chrome yellow
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color’ (because of the brilliant colors of chromium compounds).





chrome alum






noun




a reddish-purple crystalline compound used in solution in photographic processing and as a mordant in dyeing.

[Chem. formula: K2
 SO4
 Cr2
 (SO4
 )3
 .24H2
 O.]













chromed

 
/krōmd/






adjective




chromium-plated.













chrome leather






noun




leather tanned with chromium salts.














chrome-moly

 
/ˌkrōm ˈmōlē /

 
chromoly





I.
 
noun




a strong steel alloy made principally of chromium and molybdenum




•
 
the bicycle is made lighter and stronger with chrome-moly tubing.

















– origin

 1980s: blend of chromium
 and molybdenum
 .





chrome red






noun




a bright red pigment consisting of lead chromate with varying amounts of lead oxide.














chrome steel

 
/ˈˌkrōm ˈstēl/






noun




a hard fine-grained steel containing chromium, used for making tools.














chrome yellow

 
/krōm ˈyelō/






noun




a bright yellow pigment made from lead chromate, now little used.














chromic

 
/ˈkrōmik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of chromium with a higher valence, usually three.

Compare with chromous
 .













chromic acid






noun






[Chemistry]

 a corrosive and strongly oxidizing acid existing only in solutions of chromium trioxide.

[Chem. formula: H2
 CrO4
 .]













chrominance

 
/ˈkrōmənəns/





I.
 
noun




the colorimetric difference between a given color in a television picture and a standard color of equal luminance.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color,’ on the pattern of 
luminance

 .





chromite

 
/ˈkrōmīt/





I.
 
noun




a brownish-black mineral that consists of a mixed oxide of chromium and iron and is the principal ore of chromium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from chrome
 or chromium
 + -ite
 1
 .






chromium

 
/ˈkrōmēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 24, a hard white metal used in stainless steel and other alloys.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from chrome
 + -ium
 .





chromium plate

 
/ˈkrōmēəm plāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin layer of chromium, electroplated or otherwise applied as a coating to another metal.




2.
 
metal with a coating of metallic chromium.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something) with a thin layer of chromium.













chromium-plated






adjective




covered with a thin layer of chromium




•
 
an elegant molded mesh of chromium-plated steel wire.



















chromium steel






noun




another term for chrome steel
 .













chromo

 
/ˈkrōmō/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 shortened form of chromolithograph
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 chrome-moly.














chromo-1







combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing chromium
 .














chromo-2







combining form




variant spelling of chromato-
 .













chromogen

 
/ˈkrōməjən/






noun




a substance that can be readily converted into a dye or other colored compound.













chromogenic

 
/ˌkrōməˈjenik/






adjective



1.
 
involving the production of color or pigments, in particular




2.
 


[Photography]

 denoting a modern process of film developing that uses couplers to produce black-and-white or color images of very high definition.




3.
 


[Photography]

 denoting any of a number of developing processes similar to the chromogenic process.




4.
 


[Microbiology]

 (of a bacterium) producing a pigment.














chromolithograph

 
/ˌkrōmōˈliTHəɡraf /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun




a colored picture printed by lithography, especially in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print or produce (a picture) by the chromolithographic process.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chromolithographer

 
/-liˈTHäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
chromolithographic

 
/-ˌliTHəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
chromolithography

 
/ˌkrōmōliˈTHäɡrəfē /






noun





















chromophore

 
/ˈkrōməˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an atom or group whose presence is responsible for the color of a compound.








II.
 
derivatives





chromophoric

 
/ˌkrōməˈfôrik /






adjective





















chromoplast

 
/ˈkrōməˌplast/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a colored plastid other than a chloroplast, typically containing a yellow or orange pigment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from chromo-
 2
 ‘color’ + Greek 
plastos

 ‘formed.’





chromosomal

 
/ˌkrōməˈsōm(ə)l/






adjective






[Biology]

 involving or relating to chromosomes




•
 
a chromosomal disorder.




















chromosome

 
/ˈkrōməˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a threadlike structure of nucleic acids and protein found in the nucleus of most living cells, carrying genetic information in the form of genes.

Each chromosome consists of a DNA double helix bearing a linear sequence of genes, coiled and recoiled around aggregated proteins (histones). Their number varies from species to species: humans have 22 pairs plus the two sex chromosomes (two X chromosomes in females, one X and one Y in males). During cell division, each DNA strand is duplicated, and the chromosomes condense to become visible as distinct pairs of chromatids joined at the centromere. Bacteria and viruses lack a nucleus and have a single chromosome without histones.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color’ + 
sōma

 ‘body.’





chromosome map






noun






[Genetics]

 a diagram showing the relative positions of genes along the length of a chromosome.













chromosome number






noun






[Genetics]

 the characteristic number of chromosomes found in the cell nuclei of organisms of a particular species.













chromosphere

 
/ˈkrōməˌsfir/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a reddish gaseous layer immediately above the photosphere of the sun or another star. Together with the corona, it constitutes the star's outer atmosphere.








II.
 
derivatives





chromospheric

 
/ˌkrōməˈsfi(ə)rik, -ˈsferik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from chromo-
 2
 ‘color’ + sphere
 .





chromotherapy

 
/ˌkrōməˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




another term for color therapy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





chromotherapist






noun






















chromous

 
/ˈkrōməs/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of chromium with a valence of two; of chromium(II).

Compare with chromic
 .













Chron.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Chronicles.













chronaxie

 
/ˈkrōˌnaksē, ˈkrä-/






noun






[Physiology]

 the minimum amount of time needed to stimulate a muscle or nerve fiber, using an electric current twice the strength required to elicit a threshold response.














chronic

 
/ˈkränik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an illness) persisting for a long time or constantly recurring




•
 
chronic bronchitis.







Often contrasted with acute
 .




2.
 
(of a person) having an illness persisting for a long time or constantly recurring




•
 
a chronic asthmatic.










3.
 
(of a problem) long-lasting and difficult to eradicate




•
 
the school suffers from chronic overcrowding.










4.
 
(of a person) having a particular bad habit




•
 
a chronic liar.














II.
 
derivatives





chronicity

 
/kräˈnisədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
chronique

 , via Latin from Greek 
khronikos

 ‘of time,’ from 
khronos

 ‘time.’ / 
usage:

 
Chronic

 is often used to mean ‘habitual, inveterate,’ e.g., a chronic liar. Some consider this use incorrect. The precise meaning of 
chronic

 is ‘persisting for a long time,’ and it is used chiefly of illnesses or other problems: more than one million people in the US have chronic bronchitis.





chronically

 
/ˈkräniklē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
(in relation to illness) in a persistent and recurring way




•
 
families dealing with a chronically ill child.










2.
 
in a long-lasting or habitual and problematic way




•
 
the office is chronically understaffed




•
 
a mission to create jobs for the chronically unemployed.




















chronic fatigue syndrome

 
CFS






noun




a medical condition of unknown cause, with fever, aching, and prolonged tiredness and depression, typically occurring after a viral infection.













chronicle

 
/ˈkränək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a factual written account of important or historical events in the order of their occurrence.




2.
 
a work of fiction or nonfiction that describes a particular series of events.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (a related series of events) in a factual and detailed way




•
 
his work chronicles 20th-century displacement and migration.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
cronicle

 , variant of Old French 
cronique

 , via Latin from Greek 
khronika

 ‘annals,’ from 
khronikos

 (see chronic
 ).





chronicle play

 
chronicle history






noun




a historical drama consisting of a series of short episodes arranged chronologically.













chronicler

 
/ˈkränəklər/






noun




a person who writes accounts of important or historical events




•
 
a chronicler of 18th-century American life.



















Chronicles

 
/ˈkränəkəlz/






the name of two books of the Bible, recording the history of Israel and Judah until the return from Exile (536 
BC

 ).

See also paralipomena
 .










chrono-

 
/ˈkränō/





I.
 
combining form




relating to time




•
 
chronometry.

















– origin

 from Greek 
khronos

 ‘time.’





chronobiology

 
/ˌkränōˌbīˈäləjē, ˌkrōnōˌbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology concerned with natural physiological rhythms and other cyclical phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives





chronobiologist

 
/-ˌbīˈäləjist /






noun





















chronograph

 
/ˈkränəˌɡraf ˈkrōnəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument for recording time with great accuracy.




2.
 
a stopwatch.








II.
 
derivatives





chronographic

 
/ˌkränəˈɡrafik, ˌkrō- /






adjective





















chronologer

 
/krəˈnäləjər/






noun






‹historical›

 a person who studied historical records to establish the dates of past events




•
 
Jonson was elected chronologer of London in 1628.



















chronological

 
/ˌkränəˈläjək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of a record of events) starting with the earliest and following the order in which they occurred




•
 
the entries are in 
chronological order

 .










2.
 
relating to the establishment of dates and time sequences




•
 
the diary provided a chronological framework for the events.










3.
 
calculated in terms of the passage of time rather than some other criterion




•
 
ratings are calculated by dividing a child's mental age by his or her chronological age.



















chronologically

 
/ˌkränəˈläjiklē/






adverb




in a way that follows the order in which events or records occurred




•
 
the essays are arranged chronologically




•
 
the narrative moves chronologically.



















chronology

 
/krəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the arrangement of events or dates in the order of their occurrence




•
 
the novel abandons the conventions of normal chronology




•
 
a diary recording a chronology of events.










2.
 
a document displaying an arrangement of events in order of their occurrence.




3.
 
the study of historical records to establish the dates of past events.








II.
 
derivatives





chronologist

 
/krəˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
chronologia

 , from Greek 
khronos

 ‘time’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





chronometer

 
/krəˈnämədər/






noun




an instrument for measuring time, especially one designed to keep accurate time in spite of motion or variations in temperature, humidity, and air pressure. Chronometers were first developed for marine navigation, being used in conjunction with astronomical observation to determine longitude.













chronometry

 
/krəˈnämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the science of accurate time measurement.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chronometric

 
/ˌkränəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
chronometrical

 
/ˌkränəˈmetrikəl, ˌkrō- /






adjective













3.
 
chronometrically

 
/ˌkränəˈmetrək(ə)lē /






adverb





















chronoscope

 
/ˈkränəˌskōp, ˈkrōnəˌskōp/






noun




a device for measuring short time intervals, especially in determining the velocity of projectiles, or a person's reaction time.













chronostratigraphy

 
/ˌkränəˌstrəˈtiɡrəfē, ˌkrōnəˌstrəˈtiɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of geology concerned with establishing the absolute ages of strata.








II.
 
derivatives





chronostratigraphic

 
/-ˌstratəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















chronotherapy

 
/ˌkränōˈTHerəpē ˌkrōnōˈTHerəpē/






noun




treatment of an illness or disorder that takes into account the body's natural rhythms and cycles.













chronotype

 
/ˈkränəˌtīp ˈkrōnəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun




a person's natural inclination with regard to the times of day when they prefer to sleep or when they are most alert or energetic




•
 
teenagers and students might find their chronotype shifts as they get older




•
 
we have studied how a player's chronotype affects performance at different times of the day.

















– origin

 1970s: from chrono-
 + type
 .





chrysalis

 
/ˈkrisələs /

 
chrysalid





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quiescent insect pupa, especially of a butterfly or moth.




2.
 
the hard outer case of this, especially after being discarded.




3.
 
a preparatory or transitional state




•
 
she emerged from the chrysalis of self-conscious adolescence.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
chrysal(l)is

 , 
chrysal(l)id-

 , from Greek 
khrusallis

 , from 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ (because of the gold color or metallic sheen of the pupae of some species).





chrysanthemum

 
/kriˈsanTHəməm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a popular plant of the daisy family, having brightly colored ornamental flowers and existing in many cultivated varieties.

[Genera 
Chrysanthemum

 or (most cultivated species) 
Dendranthema

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
a flower or flowering stem of the chrysanthemum plant.











– origin

 (originally denoting the corn marigold): from Latin, from Greek 
khrusanthemon

 , from 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ + 
anthemon

 ‘flower.’





chryselephantine

 
/ˌkrisˌeləˈfanˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective




(of ancient Greek sculpture) overlaid with gold and ivory.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
khruselephantinos

 , from 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ + 
elephas

 , 
elephant-

 ‘elephant’ or ‘ivory.’





Chrysler, Walter

 
/ˈkrīslər/






(1875–1940), US automobile manufacturer; full name 
Walter Percy Chrysler

 . He was president and general manager of Buick Motor Company 1916–21 and introduced the Chrysler automobile in 1924.









chrysoberyl

 
/ˈkrisəˌberəl/





I.
 
noun




a greenish or yellowish-green mineral consisting of an oxide of beryllium and aluminum. It occurs as tabular crystals, sometimes of gem quality.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
chrysoberyllus

 , from Greek 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ + 
bērullos

 ‘beryl.’





chrysocolla

 
/ˌkrisəˈkälə/





I.
 
noun




a greenish-blue mineral consisting of hydrated copper silicate, typically occurring as opaline crusts and masses.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the Greek sense): from Latin, from Greek 
khrusokolla

 , denoting a mineral used in ancient times for soldering gold.





chrysolite

 
/ˈkrisəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellowish-green or brownish variety of olivine, used as a gemstone.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
crisolite

 , from medieval Latin 
crisolitus

 , from Latin 
chrysolithus

 , based on Greek 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ + 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





chrysomelid

 
/ˌkrisəˈmelid, -ˈmēlid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a beetle of a family (
Chrysomelidae

 ) that comprises the leaf beetles and their relatives.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Chrysomelidae

 (plural), from 
Chrysomela

 (genus name), from Greek 
khrusomēlon

 , literally ‘golden apple,’ influenced by 
khrusomēlolonthion

 ‘little golden chafer.’





chrysoprase

 
/ˈkrisəˌprāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apple-green variety of chalcedony containing nickel, used as a gemstone.




2.
 
(in the New Testament) a golden-green precious stone, perhaps a variety of beryl.











– origin

 Middle English (in the New Testament sense): from Old French 
crisopace

 , via Latin from Greek 
khrusoprasos

 , from 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ + 
prason

 ‘leek.’






Chrysostom, St. John

 
/ˈkrisəstəm, krisˈästəm/






(
c.

 347–407), doctor of the Church; bishop of Constantinople. His attempts to reform the corrupt state of the court, clergy, and people caused him to be banished in 403. Feast day, January 27.









chrysotile

 
/ˈkrisəˌtīl/





I.
 
noun




a fibrous form of the mineral serpentine.

Also called white asbestos (see asbestos
 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
khrusos

 ‘gold’ + 
tilos

 ‘fiber.’





chthonic

 
/ˈTHänik /

 
chthonian





I.
 
adjective




concerning, belonging to, or inhabiting the underworld




•
 
a chthonic deity.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
khthōn

 ‘earth’ + -ic
 .






chub

 
/CHəb/





I.
 
noun




a thick-bodied European river fish with a gray-green back and white underparts, popular with anglers.

[
Leuciscus cephalus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





chubby

 
/ˈCHəbē/





I.
 
adjective




plump and rounded




•
 
a pretty child with chubby cheeks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chubbily

 
/ˈCHəbəlē /






adverb













2.
 
chubbiness

 
/ˈCHəbēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘short and thickset, like a chub’): from chub
 .






chuck1


 
/CHək /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw (something) carelessly or casually




•
 
someone chucked a brick through the window




•
 


‹figurative›

 chucking money at the problem won't solve it.










2.
 
throw (something) away




•
 
they make a living out of stuff people 
chuck out

 .










3.
 
give up (a job or activity) suddenly




•
 
Richard chucked his cultural studies course.










4.
 
break off a relationship with (a partner)




•
 
Mary chucked him for another guy.














II.
 
phrases





chuck it all in








‹informal›

 abandon a course of action or way of life, especially for another that is radically different.












III.
 
phrasal verbs





chuck someone out








‹informal›

 force someone to leave a building




•
 
the tenants have been chucked out of the cottages.


















IV.
 
derivatives





chucker






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): from chuck
 2
 .






chuck2


 
/CHək/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
touch (someone) playfully or gently under the chin.








II.
 
noun




a playful touch under the chin.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): probably from Old French 
chuquer

 , later 
choquer

 ‘to knock, bump,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






chuck3


 
/CHək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for holding a workpiece in a lathe or a tool in a drill, typically having three or four jaws that move radially in and out.




2.
 
a cut of beef that extends from the neck to the ribs, typically used for stewing.











– origin

 late 17th cent., as a variant of chock
 ; see also chunk
 1
 .





chuck4


 
/CHək/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 food or provisions.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps the same word as chuck
 3
 .





chuck5


 
/CHək/






noun




short for woodchuck
 .













chuck-a-luck

 
/ˈCHəkəˌlək/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a gambling game played with three dice.













chuckhole

 
/ˈCHəkˌhōl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a hole or rut in a road or track.













chuck key

 
/ˈCHək ˌkē/






noun




a small metal device for tightening the chuck of a drill so that it holds the drill bit securely.














chuckle

 
/ˈCHək(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
laugh quietly or inwardly




•
 
I chuckled at the astonishment on her face




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“That's a bit strong, isn't it?” he chuckled.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quiet or suppressed laugh.








III.
 
derivatives





chuckler

 
/ˈCHəklər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘laugh convulsively’): from 
chuck

 meaning ‘to cluck’ in late Middle English.





chucklehead

 
/ˈCHəkəlˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives





chuckleheaded

 
/ˈCHəkəlˌhedəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from early 18th-cent. 
chuckle

 ‘big and clumsy,’ probably related to chuck
 3
 .





chuck wagon

 
/ˈCHək ˌwaɡən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a wagon with cooking facilities providing food on a ranch, worksite, or campsite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
chuck

 , colloquial in the sense ‘food, provisions.’





chuckwalla

 
/ˈCHəkˌwälə/





I.
 
noun




a large dark-bodied lizard, the male of which has a light yellow tail, native to the deserts of the southwestern US and Mexico. When threatened, it inflates itself with air to wedge itself into a crevice.

[
Sauromalus obesus

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Mexican Spanish 
chacahuala

 , from American Indian.





chuck-will's-widow

 
/ˌCHək ˌwilz ˈwidō, ˈwidə/





I.
 
noun




a large nightjar native to eastern North America.

[
Caprimulgus carolinensis

 , family 
Caprimulgidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative of its call.






chufa

 
/ˈCHo͞ofə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Old World sedge that yields an edible tuber. It is cultivated on a small scale, particularly in some marshy regions of Spain and Italy.

Also called earth almond
 . [
Cyperus esculentus

 var. 
sativus

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 .]




2.
 
the tuber of the chufa plant, which may be roasted, made into flour, or turned into juice.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish.





chuff

 
/CHəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a steam engine) move with a regular sharp puffing sound.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative.





chuffed

 
/CHəft/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very pleased




•
 
I'm dead chuffed to have won.

















– origin

 1950s: from dialect 
chuff

 ‘plump or pleased.’





chug1


 
/CHəɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit a series of regular muffled explosive sounds, as of an engine running slowly




•
 
he could hear the pipes chugging.










2.
 
(of a vehicle or boat) move slowly with engine making regular muffled explosive sounds




•
 
a cabin cruiser was chugging down the river.














II.
 
noun




a muffled explosive sound or a series of such sounds




•
 
the chug of a motorboat.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a noun): imitative.





chug2


 
/CHəɡ /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
chugalug
 , chug-a-lug





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consume (a drink) in large gulps without pausing




•
 
Avery chugged a cup of coffee.














II.
 
noun




a large gulp of a drink




•
 
Chris took a long chug of his beer.

















– origin

 1950s: imitative.





Chugach Mountains

 
/ˈCHo͞oˌɡaCH, -ˌɡaSH/






a range of mountains, part of the Coast Ranges, in southern Alaska. Anchorage lies at its base, and it is noted for glaciers that flow south into the Gulf of Alaska.









chugger

 
/ˈCHəɡər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who approaches passersby in the street to solicit donations to a particular charity




•
 
when you have chuggers outside your shop, people just cross the road.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of charity
 and mugger
 1
 .





chugging

 
/ˈCHəɡiNG/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the action or practice of approaching passersby in the street to solicit donations to a particular charity




•
 
the committee called on charities to publish their spend on campaigning and for tighter rules on chugging.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of charity
 and mugging
 .





chukar

 
/ˈCHo͝okˌär, CHo͝okˈär /

 
chukar partridge





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian partridge similar to the red-legged partridge, but with a call like a clucking domestic hen.

[Genus 
Alectoris

 , family 
Phasianidae

 : two species, in particular 
A. chukar

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Sanskrit 
cakora

 .





Chukchi

 
/ˈCHo͝okCHē, ˈCHək- /

 
Chukchee





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of extreme northeastern Siberia.




2.
 
the language of the Chukchi, which belongs to a small, isolated language family.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chukchi or their language.











– origin

 Russian (plural).





Chukchi Sea

 
/ˌCHəkCHē ˈsi, ˌCHo͝okCHē ˈsi/






part of the Arctic Ocean that lies between North America and Asia and north of the Bering Strait.









chukker

 
/ˈCHəkər /

 
chukka





I.
 
noun




each of a number of periods (typically six) into which play in a game of polo is divided. A chukker lasts 7½ minutes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hindi 
cakkar

 , from Sanskrit 
cakra

 ‘circle or wheel.’





Chula Vista

 
/ˌCHo͞olə ˈvistə/






a city in southwestern California, south of San Diego, near the Mexican border; pop. 219,318 (est. 2008).










chum1


 
/CHəm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a close friend.




2.
 
a form of address expressing familiarity or friendliness




•
 
it's your own fault, chum.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be friendly to or form a friendship with someone




•
 
they started 
chumming around

 in high school.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally Oxford University slang, denoting a roommate): probably short for 
chamber-fellow

 . Compare with comrade
 and crony
 .





chum2


 
/CHəm /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
chopped fish, fish fluids, and other material thrown overboard as angling bait.




2.
 
refuse from fish, especially that remaining after expressing oil.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use chum as bait when fishing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





chum3


 
/CHəm /

 
chum salmon





I.
 
noun




a large North Pacific salmon that is commercially important as a food fish.

[
Oncorhyncus keta

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Chinook Jargon 
tzum (samun

 ), literally ‘spotted (salmon).’





Chumash

 
/ˈCHo͞oˌmaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people inhabiting coastal parts of southern California.




2.
 
the Hokan language of the Chumash.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chumash or their language.











– origin

 Chumash, literally ‘islander.’





chummy

 
/ˈCHəmē/





I.
 
adjective




on friendly terms; friendly




•
 
she's become pretty chummy with Ted lately.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chummily

 
/ˈCHəməlē /






adverb













2.
 
chumminess

 
/ˈCHəmēnəs /






noun





















chump

 
/CHəmp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a foolish or easily deceived person




•
 
how can this chump be a detective?

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘thick lump of wood’): probably a blend of chunk
 1
 and lump
 1
 or stump
 .





chump change





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a small or insignificant amount of money.











– origin

 1960s: originally black English.





Chün

 
/CHo͞on, jo͞on/






noun




a type of thickly glazed, typically bluish or purplish gray stoneware originally made at Chün Chou in Honan province, China, during the Song dynasty.













Chunchon

 
/ˌCHo͞onˌCHən/






an industrial city in northeastern South Korea, the capital of Kangwon province; pop. 264,600 (est. 2008).









Chungking

 
/ˌCHo͝oNGˈkiNG/






variant of Chongqing
 .









Chung-shan

 
/CHo͝oNGˈSHän/






variant of Zhongshan
 .










chunk1


 
/CHəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick, solid piece of something




•
 
huge 
chunks of

 masonry littered the street.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an amount or part of something




•
 
fuel takes a large 
chunk of

 their small income.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 divide (something) into chunks




•
 
chunk four pounds of pears.










2.
 
(in psychology or linguistic analysis) group together (connected items or words) so that they can be stored or processed as single concepts.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently an alteration of chuck
 3
 .





chunk2


 
/CHəNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 move with or make a muffled, metallic sound




•
 
the door chunked behind them.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





chunky

 
/ˈCHəNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bulky and solid




•
 
a chunky bracelet.










2.
 
(of a person) short and sturdy.




3.
 
(of food) containing chunks




•
 
fresh chunky salsa




•
 
a chunky soup.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
chunkily

 
/ˈCHəNGkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
chunkiness






noun





















Chunnel

 
/ˈCHən(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for Channel Tunnel
 .











– origin

 1920s (but rare before the 1950s): blend.





chupacabra

 
/ˌCHo͞opəˈkäbrə/





I.
 
noun




an animal said to exist in parts of Latin America, where it supposedly attacks animals, especially goats.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘goatsucker,’ from 
chupar

 ‘suck’ + 
cabra

 ‘goat.’





chuppah

 
/ˈKHo͝opə ˈho͝opə /

 
chuppa





I.
 
noun




a canopy beneath which Jewish marriage ceremonies are performed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
ḥuppāh

 ‘cover, canopy.’





Chuquisaca

 
/ˌCHo͞okēˈsäkə/






former name (1539–1840) of Sucre
 .










church

 
/CHərCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building used for public Christian worship




•
 
they came 
to church

 with me.










2.
 
(usu. 
Church

 )
 — a particular Christian organization, typically one with its own clergy, buildings, and distinctive doctrines




•
 
the Church of England.










3.
 
(
the Church

 )
 — the hierarchy of clergy of a Christian organization, especially the Roman Catholic Church or the Church of England.




4.
 
institutionalized religion as a political or social force




•
 
the separation of church and state.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 take (a woman who has recently given birth) to church for a service of thanksgiving.











– origin

 Old English 
cir(i)ce

 , 
cyr(i)ce

 , related to Dutch 
kerk

 and German 
Kirche

 , based on medieval Greek 
kurikon

 , from Greek 
kuriakon (dōma

 ) ‘Lord's (house),’ from 
kurios

 ‘master or lord.’ Compare with kirk
 .





Church, Frederic Edwin

 
/CHərCH/






(1826–1900), US painter. A student of Thomas Cole and a leader of the Hudson River School, he was known for his landscapes.









Churches of Christ






a number of Protestant denominations, chiefly in the US, originating in the Disciples of Christ but later separated over doctrinal issues.









churchgoer

 
/ˈCHərCHˌɡō(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a person who goes to church, especially one who does so regularly.








II.
 
derivatives





churchgoing

 
/ˈCHərCHˌɡōiNG /






noun, adjective





















Churchill, Sir Winston

 
/ˈCHərˌCHil, ˈCHərCHˌhil/






(1874–1965), British statesman; prime minister 1940–45 and 1951–55; full name 
Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill

 . A consistent opponent of appeasement during the 1930s, he replaced Neville Chamberlain as British prime minister in 1940 and led Britain throughout World War II. Notable works: 
The Second World War

 (1948–53) and 
A History of the English-Speaking Peoples

 (1956–58). Nobel Prize for Literature (1953).









Churchill Downs






a horse-racing facility in Louisville in Kentucky, the site of the annual Kentucky Derby.









Churchillian

 
/CHərˈCHilēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the former British Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill or his policies




•
 
a Churchillian figure in time of war.



















Churchill River1







a river that flows for 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from northern Saskatchewan across Manitoba to Hudson Bay at Churchill.









Churchill River2







a river that flows for 600 miles (1,000 km) from the Canadian Shield across eastern Labrador to the Labrador Sea. Its high falls generate hydroelectric power. Formerly called the 
Hamilton River

 .









church key






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small metal device with a triangular point at one end for punching holes in cans and a rounded edge at the other end for removing bottle caps.













churchly

 
/ˈCHərCHlē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Christian Church; ecclesiastical




•
 
views about biblical and churchly authority




•
 
an exquisite album of churchly, ambient songs.

















– origin

 Old English 
circlic

 , 
cyrclic

 , from church
 .





churchman

 
/ˈCHərCHmən/






noun




a male member of the Christian clergy or of a church.













Church Militant





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Church Militant

 )


1.
 
the whole body of living Christian believers.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: contrasted with the 
Church Triumphant

 in heaven.





Church of Christ, Scientist






the Christian Science Church.









Church of England






the English branch of the Western Christian Church, which combines Catholic and Protestant traditions, rejects the pope's authority, and has the monarch as its titular head.









Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints






the church of the Mormons.









Church of Rome






another term for Roman Catholic Church
 .









Church of Scotland






the national Christian Church in Scotland, established as Presbyterian in 1690.









church planting






noun




the practice of establishing a core of Christian worshipers in a parish, with the intention that they should develop into a thriving congregation.














Church Slavic

 
Church Slavonic






noun




the liturgical language used in the Orthodox Church in Russia, Serbia, and some other countries. It is a modified form of Old Church Slavic.













churchwarden

 
/ˈCHərCHˌwôrdn/






noun



1.
 
either of the two elected lay representatives in an Anglican parish, formally responsible for movable church property and for keeping order in church.




2.
 


(US)

 a church administrator.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a long-stemmed clay pipe.













churchwoman

 
/ˈCHərCHˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female member of the Christian clergy or of a church.













churchy

 
/ˈCHərCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) excessively pious and consequently narrow-minded or intolerant.




2.
 
resembling a church




•
 
Gothic design looks too churchy.














II.
 
derivatives





churchiness






noun





















churchyard

 
/ˈCHərCHˌyärd/






noun




an enclosed area surrounding a church, especially as used for burials.














churl

 
/CHərl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an impolite and mean-spirited person.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a miser.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a person of low birth; a peasant.











– origin

 Old English 
ceorl

 ; related to Dutch 
kerel

 and German 
Kerl

 ‘fellow,’ also to carl
 .





churlish

 
/ˈCHərliSH/





I.
 
adjective




rude in a mean-spirited and surly way




•
 
it seems churlish to complain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
churlishly

 
/ˈCHərliSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
churlishness

 
/ˈCHərliSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cierlisc

 , 
ceorlisc

 (see churl
 , -ish
 1
 ).





churn

 
/CHərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine or container in which butter is made by agitating milk or cream.




2.
 
short for churn rate
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — agitate or turn (milk or cream) in a machine in order to produce butter




•
 
the cream is ripened before it is churned.










2.
 
produce (butter) by churning.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) move about vigorously




•
 
the seas churned




•
 


‹figurative›

 her stomach was churning at the thought of the ordeal.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (liquid) to move about vigorously




•
 
in high winds most of the lake is 
churned up

 .










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — break up the surface of (an area of ground)




•
 
the earth had been 
churned up

 where vehicles had passed through.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a broker) encourage frequent turnover of (investments) in order to generate commission.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





churn something out






produce something routinely or mechanically, especially in large quantities




•
 
artists continued to churn out insipid works.





















– origin

 Old English 
cyrin

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Low German 
kerne

 and Old Norse 
kirna

 .






churn rate






noun




the annual percentage rate at which customers stop subscribing to a service or employees leave a job.




•
 
the churn rate for cable is much higher than that for satellite services.




•
 
the staff turnover or "churn rate'"is about 1 percent.



















Churrigueresque

 
/ˌCHo͝orēɡəˈresk /

 
churrigueresque





I.
 
adjective






[Architecture]

 of or relating to the lavishly ornamented late Spanish baroque style




•
 
a Churrigueresque church.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name José Benito de 
Churriguera

 (1665–1725), a Spanish architect who worked in this style.





churro

 
/ˈCHo͝orō/





I.
 
noun




a Latin American snack consisting of a strip of fried dough, very similar to funnel cake.











– origin

 Spanish, of uncertain origin; perhaps related to 
churro

 ‘coarse, rough.’






chute1


 
/SHo͞ot /

 
shoot





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sloping channel or slide for conveying things to a lower level.




2.
 
a water slide into a swimming pool.




3.
 
short for chute-the-chute
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, ‘fall’ (of water or rocks), from Old French 
cheoite

 , feminine past participle of 
cheoir

 ‘to fall,’ from Latin 
cadere

 ; influenced by shoot
 .





chute2


 
/SHo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a parachute.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Sailing]

 informal term for spinnaker
 .








II.
 
derivatives





chutist

 
/ˈSHo͞otist /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: shortened form.






chute-the-chute

 
chute-the-chutes





I.
 
noun




a steep slide or roller coaster, especially with water at the foot.








II.
 
verb

 — (
chute the chute

 or 
chute the chutes

 )


1.
 
slide down or ride on a chute-the-chute.













chutney

 
/ˈCHətnē/





I.
 
noun




a spicy condiment made of fruits or vegetables with vinegar, spices, and sugar, originating in India.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
caṭnī

 .





chutzpah

 
/ˈho͝otspə ˈKHo͝otspə /

 
chutzpa
 , hutzpah
 , hutzpa





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 shameless audacity; impudence.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Yiddish, from Aramaic 
ḥu ṣpā

 .





Chuuk Islands

 
/ˌCHo͝ok ˈīləndz/






a group of 14 volcanic islands and numerous atolls in the western Pacific Ocean, in the Caroline Islands group, that forms part of the Federated States of Micronesia; pop. 53,300 (est. 2008).

Former name Truk Islands.









Chuvash

 
/ˈCHo͞oˌväSH, CHo͞oˈväSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in Chuvashia.




2.
 
the language of the Chuvash, usually classified as Turkic.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Chuvash or their language.













Chuvashia

 
/CHo͞oˈväSHēə/






an autonomous republic in Russia, in Europe east of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 1,278,600 (est. 2009); capital, Cheboksary.










chyle

 
/kīl/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a milky fluid consisting of fat droplets and lymph. It drains from the lacteals of the small intestine into the lymphatic system during digestion.








II.
 
derivatives





chylous

 
/ˈkīləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
chylus

 , from Greek 
khūlos

 ‘juice’ (see chyme
 ).





chylomicron

 
/ˌkīlōˈmīkrän/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a droplet of fat present in the blood or lymph after absorption from the small intestine.











– origin

 1920s: from 
chylo-

 (combining form of chyle
 ) + micron
 .






chyme

 
/kīm/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the pulpy acidic fluid that passes from the stomach to the small intestine, consisting of gastric juices and partly digested food.








II.
 
derivatives





chymous

 
/ˈkīməs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
chymus

 , from Greek 
khūmos

 ‘juice’ (compare with chyle
 ). The Greek words 
khūlos

 and 
khūmos

 are from the same root and more or less identical in sense; however, 
khūlos

 came to be used for juice in a raw or natural state, 
khūmos

 for juice produced by decoction or digestion.





chymotrypsin

 
/ˌkīmōˈtripsən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a digestive enzyme that breaks down proteins in the small intestine. It is secreted by the pancreas and converted into an active form by trypsin.











– origin

 1930s: from 
chymo-

 (combining form of chyme
 ) + trypsin
 .





chyron

 
/ˈkīrän/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 an electronically generated caption superimposed on a television or movie screen.











– origin

 1970s: from 
Chyron

 Corporation, its manufacturer.





Ci






abbreviation



1.
 
cirrus.




2.
 
curie.













CI






abbreviation



1.
 
certificate of insurance.




2.
 
Channel Islands.




3.
 
cost and insurance.













CIA

 
/ˌsē ˌī ˈā/






abbreviation




Central Intelligence Agency.













ciabatta

 
/CHəˈbädə /

 
ciabatta bread





I.
 
noun




a type of flattish, open-textured Italian bread with a floury crust, made with olive oil.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘slipper’ (from its shape).





ciao

 
/CHou/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used as a greeting at meeting or parting.











– origin

 1920s: Italian, dialect alteration of 
schiavo

 ‘(I am your) slave,’ from medieval Latin 
sclavus

 ‘slave.’






ciborium

 
/səˈbôrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a receptacle shaped like a shrine or a cup with an arched cover, used in the Christian Church for the reservation of the Eucharist.




2.
 
a canopy over an altar in a church, standing on four pillars.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
kibōrion

 ‘seed vessel of the water lily or a cup made from it.’ 
Sense

 1 is probably influenced by Latin 
cibus

 ‘food.’





cicada

 
/səˈkādə səˈkädə/





I.
 
noun




a large homopterous insect with long transparent wings, occurring chiefly in warm countries. The male cicada makes a loud shrill droning noise by vibrating two membranes on its abdomen.

[Family 
Cicadidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : many genera.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cicada

 , 
cicala

 .






cicatrix

 
/ˈsikəˌtriks /

 
cicatrice





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scar of a healed wound.




2.
 
a scar on the bark of a tree.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a mark on a stem left after a leaf or other part has become detached.








II.
 
derivatives





cicatricial

 
/ˌsikəˈtriSH(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as 
cicatrice

 ): from Latin 
cicatrix

 or Old French 
cicatrice

 .





cicatrize

 
/ˈsikəˌtrīz/





I.
 
verb




(with reference to a wound) heal by scar formation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it was used to cicatrize certain types of wounds




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his wound had cicatrized.














II.
 
derivatives





cicatrization

 
/ˌsikətrəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cicatriser

 , from 
cicatrice

 ‘scar’ (see cicatrix
 ).





cicchetti

 
/CHiˈkedē /

 
cicheti





I.
 
plural noun




(chiefly in Venice) savory snacks or small side dishes, typically served in a bar or informal restaurant




•
 
we dined on cicchetti washed down with a glass of local wine.

















– origin

 Italian, from 
cicchetto

 (denoting a single dish).






cicely

 
/ˈsisilē /

 
sweet cicely





I.
 
noun




an aromatic white-flowered plant of the parsley family, with fernlike leaves.

[Genera 
Myrrhis

 and 
Osmorhiza

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : several species, in particular the European 
M. odorata

 , grown as a pot herb and used in herbal medicine, and the North American 
O. claytoni

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
seselis

 , from Greek. The spelling change was due to association with the given name 
Cicely

 .





Cicero1


 
/ˈsisəˌrō/






a town in northeastern Illinois, just west of Chicago; pop. 80,414 (est. 2008).










Cicero2


 
/ˈsisərō/






(106–43 
BC

 ), Roman statesman, orator, and writer; full name 
Marcus Tullius Cicero

 . He established a model for Latin prose. A supporter of Pompey against Julius Caesar, he attacked Mark Antony in the 
Philippics

 (43 
BC

 ). For this offense, Mark Antony had him put to death.









cicerone

 
/ˌsisəˈrōnē/





I.
 
noun




a guide who gives information about antiquities and places of interest to sightseers.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
Cicero

 , 
Ciceron-

 (see Cicero
 2
 ), apparently alluding humorously to his eloquence and learning.





Ciceronian

 
/ˌsisəˈrōnēən/






adjective



1.
 
characteristic of the work and thought of Cicero.




2.
 
(of a piece of speech or writing) in an eloquent and rhythmic style similar to that of Cicero.













cichlid

 
/ˈsiklid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a perchlike freshwater fish of a family (
Cichlidae

 ) that is widely distributed in tropical countries. Cichlids provide a valuable source of food in some areas, and many are popular in aquariums.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cichlidae

 (plural), from Greek 
kikhlē

 , denoting a kind of fish.





CID






abbreviation




(in the UK) Criminal Investigation Department.













Cid, El

 
/sid /

 
the Cid






Count of Bivar (
c.

 1043–99), Spanish soldier; born 
Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar

 . He captured Valencia from the Moors in 1094 and went on to rule it. He is immortalized in 
Poema del Cid

 (12th century) and in Pierre Corneille's play 
Le Cid

 (1637).










-cide





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a person or substance that kills




•
 
insecticide




•
 
regicide.










2.
 
denoting an act of killing




•
 
homicide




•
 
suicide.

















– origin

 via French; 
sense

 1 from Latin 
-cida

 ; 
sense

 2 from Latin 
-cidium

 , both from 
caedere

 ‘kill.’






cider

 
/ˈsīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unfermented drink made by crushing fruit, typically apples.




2.
 
(also 
hard cider

 )
 — an alcoholic drink made from fermented crushed fruit, typically apples.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sidre

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
sikera

 , from Hebrew 
šēḵār

 ‘strong drink.’





cider press

 
/ˈsīdər ˌpres/






noun




a press for crushing fruit, typically apples, to make cider.













cider vinegar






noun




a vinegar made from fermented cider.













cidery

 
/ˈsīdərē/





I.
 
noun




a place where cider is made commercially




•
 
the cidery produces an assortment of tasty tipples from more than 50 varieties of organic heritage apples.














II.
 
adjective




smelling or tasting of cider




•
 
sorghum beer can have a tart, cidery taste




•
 
the cidery scent of fruit browning under the trees.



















ci-devant

 
/ˌsēdəˈvänt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
from or in an earlier time (used to indicate that someone or something once possessed a specified characteristic but no longer does so)




•
 
her ci-devant student, now her lover.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘heretofore.’





Cienfuegos

 
/ˌsyenˈfwāɡōs/






a port city in south central Cuba, on Cienfuegos Bay in the Caribbean Sea, the capital of Cienfuegos province; pop. 143,356 (2008).









CIF

 
C.I.F.






abbreviation




cost, insurance, freight (as included in a price).













cig

 
/siɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a cigarette.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.






cigar

 
/səˈɡär/





I.
 
noun




a cylinder of tobacco rolled in tobacco leaves for smoking.








II.
 
phrases





close, but no cigar








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of an attempt) almost, but not quite successful.

[referring to a cigar received in congratulation.]















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
cigare

 , or from Spanish 
cigarro

 , probably from Mayan 
sik'ar

 ‘smoking.’





cigarette

 
/ˈsiɡəˌret ˌsiɡəˈret /

 
cigaret





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin cylinder of finely cut tobacco rolled in paper for smoking.




2.
 
a cylinder containing a narcotic, herbs, or a medicated substance for smoking.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
cigare

 (see cigar
 ).





cigarette holder






noun




a slim tubular device for holding a cigarette so that it can be smoked without direct contact with the fingers




•
 
an iconic poster of Audrey Hepburn, sleek with cigarette holder, long black dress, and pearls.



















cigarette pants






plural noun




women's pants with straight, very narrow legs.














cigarette paper






noun




a piece of thin paper with a gummed edge in which tobacco can be rolled to make a cigarette.













cigarillo

 
/ˌsiɡəˈrilō/





I.
 
noun




a small cigar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
cigarro

 (see cigar
 ).





ciguatera

 
/ˌsēɡwəˈterə/





I.
 
noun




poisoning by neurotoxins as a result of eating the flesh of a tropical marine fish that carries a toxic dinoflagellate.

[This is caused by 
Gambierdiscus toxicus

 , phylum 
Dinophyta

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from American Spanish, from 
cigua

 ‘sea snail.’





cilantro

 
/siˈlänˌtrō siˈlanˌtrō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for coriander
 (esp. the leaves).











– origin

 1920s: from Spanish, from Latin 
coliandrum

 ‘coriander.’





cilia

 
/ˈsilēə/






plural form of cilium
 .









ciliary

 
/ˈsilēˌerē/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 of, relating to, or involving cilia




•
 
ciliary action.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the eyelashes or eyelids.




3.
 
of or relating to the ciliary body of the eye.













ciliary body






noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the eye that connects the iris to the choroid. It consists of the 
ciliary muscle

 (which alters the curvature of the lens), a series of radial 
ciliary processes

 (from which the lens is suspended by ligaments), and the 
ciliary ring

 (which adjoins the choroid).













ciliate

 
/ˈsilēāt ˈsilēət/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a single-celled animal of a phylum distinguished by the possession of cilia or ciliary structures. The ciliates are a large and diverse group of advanced protozoans.

[Phylum 
Ciliophora

 , kingdom 
Protista

 (formerly class 
Ciliata

 , phylum 
Protozoa

 ).]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an organism, cell, or surface) bearing cilia.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (of a margin) having a fringe of hairs.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ciliated

 
/ˈsilēātid /






adjective













2.
 
ciliation

 
/ˌsilēˈāSHən /






noun





















cilice

 
/ˈsiləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hair shirt.




2.
 
a spiked garter or other device worn by penitents and ascetics.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
cilicium

 , from Greek 
kilikion

 , from 
Kilikia

 , the Greek name for Cilicia
 in Asia Minor (because hair shirts were originally made of Cilician goats' hair).






Cilicia

 
/səˈliSHə/





I.
 
an ancient region on the coast of southeastern Asia Minor.




II.
 
derivatives





Cilician






adjective, noun





















Cilician Gates

 
/səˌliSHən ˈɡāts/






a mountain pass in the Taurus Mountains in southern Turkey. Historically, it forms part of a route that linked Anatolia with the Mediterranean coast.









ciliolate

 
/ˈsilēəlit, -ˌlāt/






adjective




having cilia.














cilium

 
/ˈsilēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 a short, microscopic, hairlike vibrating structure. Cilia occur in large numbers on the surface of certain cells, either causing currents in the surrounding fluid, or, in some protozoans and other small organisms, providing propulsion.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 an eyelash, or a delicate hairlike structure that resembles one.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘eyelash’): from Latin.





Cimarron River

 
/ˈsiməˌrän, -ˌrōn/






a river that flows for 600 miles (1,000 km) from New Mexico across Oklahoma to the Arkansas River near Tulsa. The western part of Oklahoma's panhandle was once known as the Territory of Cimarron.










cimetidine

 
/sīˈmedəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antihistamine drug used to treat stomach acidity and peptic ulcers. It is a sulfur-containing derivative of imidazole.











– origin

 1970s: from 
ci-

 (alteration of 
cy-

 in 
cyano-

 ) + 
met(hyl)

 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





Cimmerian

 
/səˈmirēən səˈmerēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting members of an ancient nomadic people who overran Asia Minor in the 7th century 
BC

 .




2.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 relating to or denoting members of a mythical people who lived in perpetual mist and darkness near the land of the dead.








II.
 
noun




a member of the historical or mythological Cimmerian people.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Kimmerios

 + -an
 .





CINC

 
/siNGk/






abbreviation




Commander in Chief.













cinch

 
/sin(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an extremely easy task




•
 
the program was a cinch to use.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sure thing; a certainty




•
 
he was a cinch to take a prize.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a girth for a Western saddle or pack.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 secure (a garment) with a belt.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 fix (a saddle) securely by means of a girth; girth up (a horse).




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make certain of




•
 
his advice cinched her decision to accept the offer.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Spanish 
cincha

 ‘girth.’





cinch bug






noun




another term for chinch
 .













cinchona

 
/siNGˈkōnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen South American tree or shrub of the bedstraw family, with fragrant flowers and cultivated for its bark.

[Genus 
Cinchona

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species.]




2.
 
(also 
cinchona bark

 )
 — the dried bark of the cinchona tree, which is a source of quinine and other medicinal alkaloids.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, named after the Countess of 
Chinchón

 (died 1641), who was treated with a similar drug in South America.





cinchonine

 
/ˈsiNGkəˌnēn ˈSHiNGkənən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound with antipyretic properties, derived from cinchona bark and used as a substitute for quinine.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C19
 H22
 ON2
 .]













cinchonism

 
/ˈsiNGkəˌnizəm, ˈsinCHə-/






noun




poisoning due to excessive ingestion of cinchona alkaloids.













Cincinnati

 
/ˌsinsəˈnadē/






an industrial city in southwestern Ohio, on the Ohio River; pop. 333,336 (est. 2008).









cincture

 
/ˈsiNG(k)CHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a girdle or belt.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a ring at either end of a column shaft.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘encircling or enclosure’): from Latin 
cinctura

 , from 
cinct-

 ‘encircled,’ from the verb 
cingere

 .






cinder

 
/ˈsindər/





I.
 
noun




a small piece of partly burned coal or wood that has stopped giving off flames but still has combustible matter in it.








II.
 
derivatives





cindery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sinder

 ‘slag,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Sinter

 . The similar but unconnected French 
cendre

 (from Latin 
cinis

 ‘ashes’) has influenced both the sense development and the spelling. Compare with sinter
 .






cinder block

 
/ˈsindər bläk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a lightweight building brick made from small cinders mixed with sand and cement.













cinder cone






noun




a cone formed around a volcanic vent by fragments of lava thrown out during eruptions.













Cinderella

 
/ˌsindəˈrelə/





I.
 
a girl in various traditional European fairy tales. In the version by Charles Perrault she is exploited as a servant by her family but enabled by a fairy godmother to attend a royal ball. She meets and captivates Prince Charming but has to flee at midnight, leaving the prince to identify her by the glass slipper that she leaves behind.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — a person or thing of unrecognized or disregarded merit or beauty.




III.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — a neglected aspect of something




•
 
is research into breast cancer to remain the Cinderella of medicine?










IV.
 


[Philately]

 any stamplike label that is not valid as postage.







– origin

 from cinder
 + the diminutive suffix 
-ella

 , on the pattern of French 
Cendrillon

 , from 
cendre

 ‘cinders.’





cinder track

 
/ˈsindər trak /

 
cinder path






noun




a footpath or running track laid with fine cinders.













cine

 
/ˈsinē/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 cinematographic




•
 
a cine camera.



















cine-






combining form




representing cinematographic
 (see cinematography
 ).













cineaste

 
/ˈsinēˌast /

 
cineast





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a filmmaker.




2.
 
an enthusiast for or devotee of movies or filmmaking.











– origin

 1920s: from French 
cinéaste

 , from 
ciné

 (from 
cinéma

 ), on the pattern of 
enthousiaste

 ‘enthusiast.’






cinema

 
/ˈsinəmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a movie theater.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the production of movies as an art or industry




•
 
the history of American cinema.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
cinéma

 , abbreviation of 
cinématographe

 (see cinematograph
 ).





CinemaScope

 
/ˈsinəməˌskōp/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a cinematographic process in which special lenses are used to compress a wide image into a standard frame and then expand it again during projection. It results in an image that is almost two and a half times as wide as it is high.








II.
 
derivatives





CinemaScopic

 
/ˌsinəməˈskäpik /






adjective





















cinematheque

 
/ˈsinəməˌtek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a motion-picture library or archive.




2.
 
a small movie theater, especially one that shows avant-garde or classic movies.











– origin

 1960s: from French 
cinémathèque

 , from 
cinéma

 ‘cinema,’ on the pattern of 
bibliothèque

 ‘library.’





cinematic

 
/ˌsinəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to motion pictures




•
 
cinematic output.










2.
 
having qualities characteristic of motion pictures




•
 
the cinematic feel of their video.














II.
 
derivatives





cinematically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















cinematize

 
/ˈsinəməˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adapt (a play, story, etc.) to the cinema; make a movie of.














cinematograph

 
/ˌsinəˈmadəɡraf /

 
kinematograph





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an early motion-picture projector.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
cinématographe

 , from Greek 
kinēma

 , 
kinēmat-

 ‘movement,’ from 
kinein

 ‘to move.’





cinematographer

 
/ˌsinəməˈtäɡrəfər/






noun




a person who oversees or directs photography and camerawork in movie-making, especially one who operates the camera




•
 
the film has been shot by an award-winning cinematographer




•
 
a crew of daredevil underwater cinematographers.




















cinematography

 
/ˌsinəməˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the art of making motion pictures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cinematographic

 
/ˌsinəˌmadəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
cinematographically

 
/-ˌmatəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb






















cinéma-vérité

 
/ˌsinəməˌveriˈtā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of filmmaking characterized by realistic, typically documentary motion pictures that avoid artificiality and artistic effect and are generally made with simple equipment.




2.
 
motion pictures made in the style of cinéma-vérité collectively.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘cinema truth.’





cinephile

 
/ˈsinəˌfīl/






noun




a person who is fond of motion pictures.













cineplex

 
/ˈsinəˌpleks /

 
Cineplex





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a movie theater with several separate screens; a multiplex.











– origin

 1970s: blend of cinema
 and complex
 .





cineraria

 
/ˌsinəˈrerēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family with compact masses of bright flowers, often cultivated as a houseplant.

[Genus 
Pericallis

 (formerly 
Senecio

 or 
Cineraria

 ), family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, feminine of Latin 
cinerarius

 ‘of ashes,’ from 
cinis

 , 
ciner-

 ‘ashes’ (because of the ash-colored down on the leaves).





cinerarium

 
/ˌsinəˈrerēəm/





I.
 
noun




a place where the ashes of the cremated dead are kept.








II.
 
derivatives





cinerary

 
/ˈsinəˌrerē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of 
cinerarius

 ‘of ashes.’





cinereous

 
/səˈnirēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of hair or feathers) ash-gray.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cinereus

 ‘similar to ashes’ (from 
cinis

 , 
ciner-

 ‘ashes’) + -ous
 .






cinereous vulture






noun




another term for black vulture
 (
sense

 2).













ciné-vérité

 
/ˌsinə ˌveriˈtā, siˈnā/






noun




another term for cinéma-vérité
 .













cingulum

 
/ˈsiNGɡyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a curved bundle of nerve fibers in each hemisphere of the brain.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a ridge of enamel on the base or margin of the crown of a tooth.








II.
 
derivatives





cingulate

 
/-lit /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘belt,’ from 
cingere

 ‘gird.’





cinnabar

 
/ˈsinəˌbär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bright red mineral consisting of mercury sulfide. It is the only important ore of mercury and is sometimes used as a pigment.




2.
 
the bright red color of this; vermilion


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the blood coagulated in cinnabar threads.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
cinnabaris

 , from Greek 
kinnabari

 , of obscure origin.





cinnamic

 
/səˈnamik/






adjective



1.
 
of cinnamon.




2.
 
denoting an acidic crystalline powder (
cinnamic acid

 ), C9
 H8
 O2
 , derived from cinnamon or produced synthetically and used in medicine and perfumery.













cinnamon

 
/ˈsinəmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic spice made from the peeled, dried, and rolled bark of a Southeast Asian tree.




2.
 
a reddish- or yellowish-brown color resembling that of cinnamon.




3.
 
(also 
cinnamon tree

 )
 — the tree which yields cinnamon.

[Genus 
Cinnamomum

 , family 
Lauraceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. zeylanicum

 , native to southern India and Sri Lanka.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cinnamome

 (from Greek 
kinnamōmon

 ), and Latin 
cinnamon

 (from Greek 
kinnamon

 ), both from a Semitic language and perhaps based on Malay.





cinnamon bear

 
/ˈsinəmən be(ə)r/






noun




a North American black bear of a variety with reddish-brown hair.













cinnamon fern






noun




a large North American fern whose fertile fronds are cinnamon-colored in spring.

[
Osmunda cinnamomea

 , family 
Osmundaceae

 .]













cinnamon stick






noun




a piece, typically several inches long, of the peeled, dried, and rolled bark of a cinnamon tree, used decoratively or to flavor mulled drinks.













cinnamon toast






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 buttered toast sprinkled with ground cinnamon and sugar.













cinquain

 
/siNGˈkān/





I.
 
noun




(in verse) a five-line stanza.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from 
cinq

 ‘five.’





cinque

 
/siNGk saNGk /

 
cinq





I.
 
noun




the five on dice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cinc

 , 
cink

 , from Latin 
quinque

 ‘five.’





cinquecento

 
/ˌCHiNGkwəˈCHen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the cinquecento

 )


1.
 
the 16th century as a period of Italian art, architecture, or literature, with a reversion to classical forms.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘500’ (shortened from 
milcinquecento

 ‘1500’) used with reference to the years 1500–99.





cinquefoil

 
/ˈsiNGkˌfoil ˈsaNGkˌfoil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely distributed herbaceous plant of the rose family, with compound leaves of five leaflets and five-petaled yellow flowers.

[Genus 
Potentilla

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : numerous species, including the small-flowered creeping 
common cinquefoil

 (
P. simplex

 ) and the larger-flowered erect 
rough-fruited cinquefoil

 (
P. recta

 ).]




2.
 


[Art]

 an ornamental design of five lobes arranged in a circle, e.g., in architectural tracery or heraldry.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
quinquefolium

 , from 
quinque

 ‘five’ + 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





Cinzano

 
/CHinˈzänō, sin-/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of vermouth produced in Italy.











– origin

 from the name of the producers.





CIO






abbreviation




Congress of Industrial Organizations.














cipher

 
/ˈsīfər /

 
cypher





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a secret or disguised way of writing; a code




•
 
he was writing cryptic notes in a cipher




•
 
the information may be given in cipher.










2.
 
a thing written in a cipher.




3.
 
a key to such a cipher.




4.
 


‹dated›

 a zero; a figure 0.




5.
 
a person or thing of no importance, especially a person who does the bidding of others and seems to have no will of their own.




6.
 
a monogram.




7.
 
a continuous sounding of an organ pipe, caused by a mechanical defect.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (a message) into secret writing; encode.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 do arithmetic.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘symbol for zero’ and ‘Arabic numeral’): from Old French 
cifre

 , based on Arabic 
ṣifr

 ‘zero.’ 
Sense

 4 
of the

 noun is perhaps a different word.





cir.

 
circ.






abbreviation



1.
 
circle.




2.
 
circuit.




3.
 
circular.




4.
 
circulation.




5.
 
circumference.













circa

 
/ˈsərkə/





I.
 
preposition




(often preceding a date) approximately




•
 
built circa 1935.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin.





circadian

 
/sərˈkādēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 (of biological processes) recurring naturally on a twenty-four-hour cycle, even in the absence of light fluctuations




•
 
a circadian rhythm.

















– origin

 1950s: formed irregularly from Latin 
circa

 ‘around’ + 
dies

 ‘day.’





Circassian

 
/ˌsərˈkaSH(ə)n ˌsərˈkasēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a group of mainly Sunni Muslim peoples of the northwest Caucasus.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the Circassian.




2.
 
either of two North Caucasian languages of the Circassian.











– origin

 from 
Circassia

 , Latinized form of Russian 
Cherkes

 , denoting a district in the northern Caucasus.





Circe

 
/ˈsərsē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
an enchantress who lived with her wild animals on the island of Aeaea. When Odysseus visited the island, his companions were changed into pigs by her potions, but he protected himself with the mythical herb 
moly

 and forced her to restore his men into human form.







– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Kirkē

 .





circinate

 
/ˈsərsəˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 rolled up with the tip in the center, for example the young frond of a fern.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Medicine]

 circular in appearance.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
circinatus

 , past participle of 
circinare

 ‘make round,’ from 
circinus

 ‘pair of compasses.’





Circinus

 
/ˈsərsənəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation (the Compasses), in the Milky Way next to Centaurus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Circini

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Circini.













– origin

 Latin.






circle

 
/ˈsərk(ə)l /

 
cir.
 , circ.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round plane figure whose boundary (the circumference) consists of points equidistant from a fixed point (the center).




2.
 
something in the shape of a circle




•
 
the lamp spread a circle of light




•
 
they all sat around in a circle.










3.
 
a dark circular mark below each eye, typically caused by illness or tiredness.




4.
 
a curved upper tier of seats in a theater.

See also dress circle
 .




5.
 
a group of people with shared professions, interests, or acquaintances




•
 
she did not normally move in such exalted circles.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move all the way around (someone or something), especially more than once




•
 
the two dogs circle each other with hackles raised




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we circled around the island.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
circle back

 )
 — move in a wide loop back toward one's starting point.




3.
 
form a ring around




•
 
the monastery was circled by a huge wall.










4.
 
draw a line around




•
 
circle the correct answers.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
circle the wagons








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a group) unite in defense of a common interest.

[with reference to the defensive position of a wagon train under attack.]









2.
 
come (or turn) full circle






return to a past position or situation, especially in a way considered to be inevitable.









3.
 
go around (or around and around) in circles








‹informal›

 do something for a long time without achieving anything but purposeless repetition




•
 
the discussion went around and around in circles.















4.
 
run around in circles








‹informal›

 be fussily busy with little result.









5.
 
the wheel has turned (or come) full circle






the situation has returned to what it was in the past, as if completing a cycle.

[with reference to Shakespeare's 
King Lear

 , by association with the wheel fabled to be turned by Fortune and representing mutability.]















– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
cercle

 , from Latin 
circulus

 ‘small ring,’ diminutive of 
circus

 ‘ring.’





circle dance






noun




a country dance or folk dance, typically following a traditional set of steps, in which dancers form a circle.













circle graph






noun




another term for pie chart
 .













circlet

 
/ˈsərklət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular band, typically one made of precious metal, worn on the head as an ornament.




2.
 
a small circular arrangement or object.











– origin

 late Middle English: from circle
 + -et
 1
 , perhaps reinforced by archaic French 
cerclet

 .






circuit

 
/ˈsərkət /

 
cir.
 , circ.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roughly circular line, route, or movement that starts and finishes at the same place




•
 
I ran a circuit of the village.










2.
 
an established itinerary of events or venues used for a particular activity, typically involving public performance




•
 
the alternative cabaret circuit.










3.
 
a series of athletic exercises performed consecutively in one training session


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
circuit training.










4.
 
a regular journey made by a judge around a particular district to hear cases in court


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a circuit judge.










5.
 
a district administered or formerly administered by traveling judges.




6.
 
a group of local Methodist churches forming an administrative unit.




7.
 
a chain of theaters or nightclubs under a single management.




8.
 
a complete and closed path around which a circulating electric current can flow.




9.
 
a system of electrical conductors and components forming a complete and closed path.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move all the way around (a place or thing)




•
 
the trains will follow the northern line, circuiting the capital.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
circuitus

 , from 
circuire

 , variant of 
circumire

 ‘go around,’ from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’





circuit board

 
/ˈsərkət bô(ə)rd/






noun




a thin rigid board containing an electric circuit; a printed circuit.














circuit breaker

 
/ˈsərkət ˌbrākər/






noun




an automatic device for stopping the flow of current in an electric circuit as a safety measure.













circuitous

 
/sərˈkyo͞oədəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a route or journey) longer than the most direct way




•
 
the canal followed a circuitous route




•
 


‹figurative›

 a circuitous line of reasoning.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circuitously

 
/sərˈkyo͞oədəslē /






adverb













2.
 
circuitousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
circuitosus

 , from 
circuitus

 ‘a way around’ (see circuit
 ).





circuit rider

 
/ˈsərkət ˌrīdər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a clergyman who traveled on horseback from church to church, especially within a rural Methodist circuit.













circuitry

 
/ˈsərkətrē/






noun



1.
 
electric circuits collectively




•
 
solid state circuitry.










2.
 
a circuit or system of circuits performing a particular function in an electronic device




•
 
switching circuitry.



















circular

 
/ˈsərkyələr /

 
cir.
 , circ.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the form of a circle




•
 
the building features a circular atrium.










2.
 
(of a movement or journey) starting and finishing at the same place and often following roughly the circumference of an imaginary circle




•
 
a circular walk.










3.
 


[Logic]

 (of an argument) already containing an assumption of what is to be proved, and therefore fallacious.




4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a letter or advertisement) for distribution to a large number of people.








II.
 
noun




a letter or advertisement that is distributed to a large number of people.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circularity

 
/ˌsərkyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
circularly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
circulier

 , from late Latin 
circularis

 , from Latin 
circulus

 ‘small ring’ (see circle
 ).





circular breathing






noun




a technique of inhaling through the nose while blowing air through the lips from the cheeks, used to maintain constant exhalation especially by players of certain wind instruments.













circular firing squad






noun






(chiefly US)

 used in reference to a situation in which a group of people are engaged in self-destructive internal conflicts and mutual recriminations




•
 
by Wednesday morning the party was preparing its traditional response to defeat: the circular firing squad.




















circular function






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for trigonometric function
 .













circularize

 
/ˈsərkyələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute a large number of letters, leaflets, or questionnaires to (a group of people) in order to advertise something or canvas opinion.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 make (a stretch of DNA) into a circular loop.








II.
 
derivatives





circularization

 
/ˌsərkyələrəˈzāSHən /






noun





















circular polarization






noun






[Physics]

 polarization of an electromagnetic wave in which either the electric or the magnetic vector executes a circle perpendicular to the path of propagation with a frequency equal to that of the wave. It is frequently used in satellite communications.














circular saw

 
/ˈsərkyələr sô/






noun




a power saw with a rapidly rotating toothed disk.














circulate

 
/ˈsərkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move continuously or freely through a closed system or area


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
antibodies circulate in the bloodstream




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the fan circulates hot air around the oven.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move around a social function in order to talk to many different people.




3.
 
pass or cause to pass from place to place or person to person


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
rumors of his arrest circulated




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they were circulating the list to conservation groups.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circulative

 
/-ˌlātiv, -lətiv /






adjective













2.
 
circulator

 
/ˈsərkyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an alchemical term meaning ‘distill something in a closed container, allowing condensed vapor to return to the original liquid’): from Latin 
circulat-

 ‘moved in a circular path,’ from the verb 
circulare

 , from 
circulus

 ‘small ring’ (see circle
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





circulating library

 
/ˈsərkyəlādiNG ˈlīˌbrərē/






noun






‹historical›

 a small library with books lent for a small fee to subscribers.













circulation

 
/ˌsərkyəˈlāSH(ə)n /

 
cir.
 , circ.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
movement to and fro or around something, especially that of fluid in a closed system




•
 
an extra pump for good water circulation.










2.
 
the continuous motion by which the blood travels through all parts of the body under the action of the heart.




3.
 
the movement of sap through a plant.




4.
 
the public availability or knowledge of something




•
 
his music has achieved wide circulation.










5.
 
the movement, exchange, or availability of money in a country




•
 
the new coins go into circulation today.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the number of copies sold of a newspaper or magazine




•
 
the magazine had a large circulation.














II.
 
phrases





in (or out of) circulation





a.
 
available (or unavailable) to the public; in (or not in) general use




•
 
there is a huge volume of video material in circulation.










b.
 
used of a person who is seen (or not seen) in public




•
 
Anne had made a good recovery and was back in circulation.





















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting continuous distillation of a liquid): from Latin 
circulatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
circulare

 (see circulate
 ).





circulatory

 
/ˈsərkyələˌtôrē/






adjective




of or relating to the circulation of blood or sap.














circulatory system






noun




the system that circulates blood and lymph through the body, consisting of the heart, blood vessels, blood, lymph, and the lymphatic vessels and glands.

Also called cardiovascular system
 .













circum.






abbreviation




circumference.













circum-





I.
 
prefix




about; around




•
 
circumambulate




•
 
circumpolar.

















– origin

 from Latin 
circum

 ‘around.’





circumambient

 
/ˌsərkəmˈambēənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 surrounding




•
 
he could not see them clearly by reason of the circumambient water.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circumambience






noun













2.
 
circumambiency






noun





















circumambulate

 
/ˌsərkəmˈambyəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 walk all the way around (something)




•
 
they used to circumambulate the perimeter wall.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circumambulation

 
/-ˌambyəˈlāSHən /






noun













2.
 
circumambulatory

 
/-ˈambyələˌtôrē /






adjective






















circumcise

 
/ˈsərkəmˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off the foreskin of (a young boy or man, especially a baby) as a religious rite, especially in Judaism and Islam, or as a medical treatment.




2.
 
(as a practice traditional in some cultures) partially or totally remove the external genitalia of (a girl or young woman) for nonmedical reasons.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
circonciser

 , or from Latin 
circumcis-

 ‘cut around,’ from the verb 
circumcidere

 , from 
circum

 ‘around, about’ + 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’





circumcision

 
/ˈsərkəmˌsiZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or practice of circumcising a young boy or man.




2.
 
(
Circumcision

 )
 — (in church use) the feast of the Circumcision of Jesus, January 1.




3.
 
the action or practice of circumcising a girl or young woman; female circumcision.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
circumcisio(n-)

 , from the verb 
circumcidere

 (see circumcise
 ).





circumference

 
/sərˈkəmf(ə)rəns /

 
cir.
 , circ.
 , circum.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the enclosing boundary of a curved geometric figure, especially a circle.




2.
 
the distance around something




•
 
babies who have small head circumferences




•
 
two inches in circumference.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circumferential

 
/sərˌkəmfəˈren(t)SH(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
circumferentially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
circonference

 , from Latin 
circumferentia

 , from 
circum

 ‘around, about’ + 
ferre

 ‘carry, bear.’





circumflex

 
/ˈsərkəmˌfleks/





I.
 
noun




a mark (^) placed over a vowel in some languages to indicate contraction, length, or pitch or tone.








II.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 bending around something else; curved




•
 
circumflex coronary arteries.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
circumflexus

 (from 
circum

 ‘around, about’ + 
flectere

 ‘to bend’), translating Greek 
perispōmenos

 ‘drawn around.’





circumfluent

 
/sərˈkəmflo͞oənt, ˌsərkəmˈflo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective




flowing around; surrounding.








II.
 
derivatives





circumfluence






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
circumfluent-

 ‘flowing around,’ from the verb 
circumfluere

 , from 
circum

 ‘around, about’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





circumfuse

 
/ˌsərkəmˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be circumfused

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 pour (a liquid) so as to cause it to surround something




•
 
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfused.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
circumfus-

 ‘poured around,’ from the verb 
circumfundere

 , from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





circumjacent

 
/ˌsərkəmˈjās(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 surrounding




•
 
the circumjacent parts of the mouth.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
circumjacent-

 ‘lying around, bordering upon,’ from the verb 
circumjacere

 , from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
jacere

 ‘to lie.’





circumlocution

 
/ˌsərkəmˌləˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the use of many words where fewer would do, especially in a deliberate attempt to be vague or evasive




•
 
his admission came after years of circumlocution




•
 
he used a number of poetic circumlocutions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
circumlocutio(n-)

 (translating Greek 
periphrasis

 ), from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
locutio(n-),

 from 
loqui

 ‘speak.’





circumlocutory

 
/ˌsərkəmˈläkyəˌtôrē/






adjective




using many words where fewer would do, especially in a deliberate attempt to be vague or evasive; long-winded




•
 
he has a meandering, circumlocutory speaking style.



















circumlunar

 
/ˌsərkəmˈlo͞onər/






adjective




moving or situated around the moon




•
 
a circumlunar flight.



















circumnavigate

 
/ˌsərkəmˈnavəɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sail or travel all the way around (something, especially the world).




2.
 
go around or avoid (an obstacle)




•
 
he helped her to circumnavigate a frozen puddle.










3.
 
avoid dealing with (something difficult or unpleasant)




•
 
they circumnavigated the issue.














II.
 
derivatives





circumnavigator

 
/ˌsərkəmˈnavəˌɡādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
circumnavigare

 ‘to sail round’ + -ate
 3
 .





circumnavigation

 
/ˌsərkəmˌnaviˈɡāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of sailing or otherwise traveling all the way around something, especially the world




•
 
he completed the fastest solo circumnavigation in a small vessel




•
 
the first circumnavigation of the globe in a helicopter.










2.
 
the action of going around or avoiding an obstacle




•
 
our leisurely circumnavigation of the rocks.










3.
 
the action of avoiding something difficult or unpleasant




•
 
a circumnavigation of the simple facts.



















circumpolar

 
/ˌsərkəmˈpōlər/






adjective



1.
 
situated around or inhabiting one of the earth's poles




•
 
the eight circumpolar countries met in 1991.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a star or motion) above the horizon at all times in a given latitude




•
 
the Big Dipper is circumpolar at Mediterranean latitudes.



















circumrotate

 
/ˌsərkəmˈrōtāt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revolve or turn like a wheel.














circumscribe

 
/ˈsərkəmˌskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrict (something) within limits




•
 
their movements were strictly monitored and circumscribed.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 draw (a figure) around another, touching it at points but not cutting it.

Compare with inscribe
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circumscriber






noun













2.
 
circumscription

 
/ˌsərkəmˈskripSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
circumscribere

 , from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





circumsolar

 
/ˌsərkəmˈsōlər/






adjective




moving or situated around the sun.













circumspect

 
/ˈsərkəmˌspekt/





I.
 
adjective




wary and unwilling to take risks




•
 
the officials were very circumspect in their statements.














II.
 
derivatives





circumspectly

 
/ˈsərkəmˌspek(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
circumspectus

 , from 
circumspicere

 ‘look around,’ from 
circum

 ‘around, about’ + 
specere

 ‘look.’





circumspection

 
/ˌsərkəmˈspekSH(ə)n/






noun




the quality of being wary and unwilling to take risks; prudence




•
 
circumspection is required in the day-to-day exercise of administrative powers.




















circumstance

 
/ˈsərkəmˌstans ˈsərkəmstəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
circumstances

 )
 — a fact or condition connected with or relevant to an event or action




•
 
we wanted to marry but circumstances didn't permit.










2.
 
an event or fact that causes or helps to cause something to happen, typically something undesirable




•
 
he was found dead but there were no suspicious circumstances




•
 
they were thrown together by circumstance.










3.
 
one's state of financial or material welfare




•
 
the artists are living in reduced circumstances.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
under no circumstances






never, whatever the situation is or might be




•
 
under no circumstances may the child be identified.















2.
 
under (or in) the circumstances






given the difficult nature of the situation




•
 
she had every right to be angry under the circumstances.


















III.
 
derivatives





circumstanced






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
circonstance

 or Latin 
circumstantia

 , from 
circumstare

 ‘encircle, encompass,’ from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
stare

 ‘stand.’





circumstantial

 
/ˌsərkəmˈstan(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of evidence or a legal case) pointing indirectly toward someone's guilt but not conclusively proving it.




2.
 
(of a description) containing full details




•
 
the picture was circumstantial and therefore convincing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
circumstantiality

 
/ˌsərkəmˌstan(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
circumstantially






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
circumstantia

 (see circumstance
 ) + -al
 .





circumstantiate

 
/ˌsərkəmˈstanSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 set forth or support with circumstances or details.








II.
 
derivatives





circumstantiation

 
/ˌsərkəmˌstanSHēˈāSHən /






noun





















circumterrestrial

 
/ˌsərkəmtəˈrestrēəl, -təˈresCHəl/






adjective




moving or situated around the earth




•
 
circumterrestrial space.



















circumvallate

 
/ˌsərkəmˈvalāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround with or as if with a rampart




•
 
the walls were circumvallated with a ditch.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 surrounded as if by a rampart




•
 
we looked at the circumvallate mountains.










2.
 


‹literary›

 
[Anatomy]

 denoting certain papillae near the back of the tongue, surrounded by taste receptors.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
circumvallat-

 ‘surrounded with a rampart,’ from the verb 
circumvallare

 , from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
vallare

 , from 
vallum

 ‘rampart.’ The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





circumvent

 
/ˌsərkəmˈvent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find a way around (an obstacle).




2.
 
overcome (a problem or difficulty), typically in a clever and surreptitious way




•
 
I found it quite easy to circumvent security.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 deceive; outwit




•
 
he's circumvented her with some of his stories.














II.
 
derivatives





circumvention

 
/ˌsərkəmˈven(t)SH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
circumvent-

 ‘skirted around,’ from the verb 
circumvenire

 , from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





circumvolution

 
/ˌsərkəmvəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun




a winding movement, especially of one thing around another.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
circumvolut-

 ‘rolled around,’ from the verb 
circumvolvere

 , from 
circum

 ‘around’ + 
volvere

 ‘roll.’





circumvolve

 
/ˌsərkəmˈvôlv/






verb



1.
 


‹rare›

 rotate; revolve.




2.
 


‹rare›

 wind, fold, or twist around; enwrap.













circus

 
/ˈsərkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traveling company of acrobats, trained animals, and clowns that gives performances, typically in a large tent, in a series of different places


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a circus elephant.










2.
 
(in ancient Rome) a rounded or oblong arena lined with tiers of seats, used for equestrian and other sports and games.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a large group of people travelling together on the circuit of a particular high-profile activity




•
 
the Formula One circus.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a public scene of frenetic and noisily intrusive activity




•
 
a media circus.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 (in place names) a rounded open space in a city where several streets converge




•
 
Piccadilly Circus.

















– origin

 late Middle English (with reference to the arena of Roman antiquity): from Latin, ‘ring or circus.’ The sense ‘traveling company of performers’ dates from the late 18th cent.





ciré

 
/səˈrā /

 
cire





I.
 
noun




a fabric with a smooth shiny surface obtained by waxing and heating.











– origin

 1920s: French, literally ‘waxed.’






cire perdue

 
/ˌsir pərˈdyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




another term for lost wax
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘lost wax.’





cirque

 
/sərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a half-open steep-sided hollow at the head of a valley or on a mountainside, formed by glacial erosion.

Also called corrie
 , cwm
 .




2.
 


‹literary›

 a ring, circlet, or circle.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, from Latin 
circus

 .





cirrhosis

 
/səˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a chronic disease of the liver marked by degeneration of cells, inflammation, and fibrous thickening of tissue. It is typically a result of alcoholism or hepatitis.








II.
 
derivatives





cirrhotic

 
/səˈrädik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kirrhos

 ‘tawny’ (because this is the color of the liver in many cases).





cirriped

 
/ˈsirəˌped /

 
cirripede






noun






[Zoology]

 a crustacean of the class 
Cirripedia

 ; a barnacle.













Cirripedia

 
/ˌsirəˈpēdēə, -ˈpedēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of crustaceans that comprises the barnacles.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
cirrus

 ‘a curl’ (because of the form of the legs) + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





cirrocumulus

 
/ˌsirōˈkyo͞omyələs/






noun




cloud forming a broken layer of small fleecy clouds at high altitude, usually 16,500–45,000 feet (5–13 km), typically with a rippled or granulated appearance (as in a mackerel sky).













cirrostratus

 
/ˌsirōˈstradəs ˌsirōˈstrādəs/






noun




cloud forming a thin, more or less uniform, semitranslucent layer at high altitude, usually 16,500–45,000 feet (5–13 km).













cirrus

 
/ˈsirəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cloud forming wispy filamentous tufted streaks (“mare's tails”) at high altitude, usually 16,500–45,000 feet (5–13 km).




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a slender tendril or hairlike filament, such as the appendage of a barnacle, the barbel of a fish, or the intromittent organ of an earthworm.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a tendril.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘tendril’): from Latin, literally ‘a curl.’






cis1


 
/sis/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 denoting or relating to a molecular structure in which two particular atoms or groups lie on the same side of a given plane in the molecule, in particular denoting an isomer in which substituents at opposite ends of a carbon–carbon double bond are on the same side of the bond




•
 
the cis isomer of stilbene.







Compare with trans
 1
 .











– origin

 independent usage of cis-
 .





cis2


 
/sis/






adjective




short for cisgender
 :




•
 
we do not make arbitrary distinctions between trans and cis women.



















CIS

 
/ˈˌsē ˈˌī ˈes/






abbreviation




Commonwealth of Independent States.














cis-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
on this side of; on the side nearer to the speaker.




•
 
cisatlantic




•
 
cislunar.










2.
 


‹historical›

 on the side nearer to Rome




•
 
cisalpine.










3.
 
(of time) closer to the present




•
 
cis-Elizabethan.










4.
 
referring or relating to those whose sense of personal identity corresponds with the gender assigned to them at birth.




•
 
cisgender




•
 
cissexism.










5.
 
(usu. 
cis-

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 denoting molecules with cis arrangements of substituents




•
 


cis

 -1,2-dichloroethylene.

















– origin

 from Latin 
cis

 ‘on this side of.’






cisalpine

 
/sisˈalpīn/





I.
 
adjective




on the southern side of the Alps.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
cisalpinus

 .





cisatlantic

 
/ˌsisətˈlan(t)ik/






adjective




on the same side of the Atlantic as the speaker.














cisco

 
/ˈsiskō/





I.
 
noun




a freshwater whitefish of northern countries. Most species are migratory and are important food fishes.

[Genus 
Coregonus

 , family 
Salmonidae

 : several species, including the 
lake cisco

 (
C. artedii

 ) of North America, and the 
Arctic cisco

 (
C. autumnalis

 ) of northern Eurasia and northern North America.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






cisgender

 
/sisˈjendər /

 
cisgendered





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to someone whose sense of personal identity corresponds with the gender assigned to them at birth.




•
 
this newfound attention to the plight of black trans folks by primarily cisgender allies is timely and necessary.

















– origin

 1990s: from cis-
 + gender
 .





cislunar

 
/sisˈlo͞onər/






adjective




between the earth and the moon




•
 
the darkness of cislunar space.



















cismontane

 
/sisˈmänˌtān/






adjective




on this side of the mountains, especially the Alps.

Compare with cisalpine
 .













cisplatin

 
/ˌsisˈplat(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a cytotoxic drug used in cancer chemotherapy.

[A coordination compound of platinum; chem. formula: Pt(NH3
 )2
 Cl2
 .]











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from cis-
 + platinum
 .





cissexism

 
/sisˈseksizəm/





I.
 
noun




prejudice or discrimination against transgender people




•
 
trans feminists have also focused on how trans people are impacted by institutionalized cissexism.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from cis-
 (
sense

 2) + sexism
 .





cissexist

 
/sisˈseksist/





I.
 
adjective




showing or feeling discrimination or prejudice against transgender people




•
 
many trans people have come up with language to describe the cissexist world they see around them.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from cis-
 (
sense

 2) + sexist
 .





cissus

 
/ˈsisəs/





I.
 
noun




a woody climbing vine of the grape family, with trifoliate leaves that are sometimes evergreen.

[Genus 
Cissus

 , family 
Vitaceae

 : several species, esp. 
C. incisa

 of the central and southeastern US.]











– origin

 modern Latin: from Greek 
kissos

 ‘ivy.’






cist

 
/sist /

 
kist





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 an ancient coffin or burial chamber made from stone or a hollowed tree.




2.
 
a box used in ancient Greece for sacred utensils.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
cista

 , from Greek 
kistē

 ‘basket’; sense 1 via Welsh.





Cistercian

 
/siˈstərSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a monk or nun of an order founded in 1098 as a stricter branch of the Benedictines. The monks are now divided into two observances, the strict observance, whose adherents are known popularly as Trappists, and the common observance, which has certain relaxations.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Cistercians




•
 
a Cistercian abbey.

















– origin

 from French 
cistercien

 , from 
Cistercium

 , the Latin name of 
Cîteaux

 near Dijon in France, where the order was founded.





cistern

 
/ˈsistərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tank for storing water, especially one supplying taps or as part of a flushing toilet.




2.
 
an underground reservoir for rainwater.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cisterne

 , from Latin 
cisterna

 , from 
cista

 ‘box.’





cistron

 
/ˈsisträn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a section of a DNA or RNA molecule that codes for a specific polypeptide in protein synthesis.











– origin

 1950s: from cis-
 + trans-
 (because of the possibility of two genes being on the same or different chromosomes) + -on
 .





cit.






abbreviation



1.
 
citation.




2.
 
cited.




3.
 
citizen.













citadel

 
/ˈsidədl ˈsidəˌdel/





I.
 
noun




a fortress, typically on high ground, protecting or dominating a city.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
citadelle

 , or from Italian 
cittadella

 , based on Latin 
civitas

 ‘city’ (see city
 ).





citation

 
/sīˈtāSH(ə)n /

 
cit.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quotation from or reference to a book, paper, or author, especially in a scholarly work




•
 
there were dozens of citations from the works of Byron




•
 
recognition through citation is one of the principal rewards in science.










2.
 
a mention of a praiseworthy act or achievement in an official report, especially that of a member of the armed forces in wartime.




3.
 
a note accompanying an award, describing the reasons for it




•
 
the Nobel citation noted that his discovery would be useful for energy conversion technology.










4.
 


[Law]

 a reference to a former tried case, used as guidance in the trying of comparable cases or in support of an argument.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a summons




•
 
a traffic citation.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, from Latin 
citation-

 , from 
citare

 ‘cite.’





cite

 
/sīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quote (a passage, book, or author) as evidence for or justification of an argument or statement, especially in a scholarly work.




2.
 
mention as an example




•
 
medics have been cited as a key example of a modern breed of technical expert.










3.
 
praise (someone, typically a member of the armed forces) for a courageous act in an official dispatch.




4.
 


[Law]

 adduce a former tried case as a guide to deciding a comparable case or in support of an argument.




5.
 


[Law]

 summon (someone) to appear in a court of law




•
 
the summons cited four of the defendants.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 a citation.








III.
 
derivatives





citable

 
/ˈsīdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Old French 
citer

 , from Latin 
citare

 , from 
ciere

 , 
cire

 ‘to call.’





CITES

 
/ˈsīdˌēz/






abbreviation




Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species.













cithara

 
/ˈsiTHərə, ˈkiTH- /

 
kithara





I.
 
noun




an ancient Greek and Roman stringed musical instrument similar to the lyre.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, from Greek 
kithara

 . Compare with cittern
 .





cithern

 
/ˈsiTHərn, ˈsiT͟H-/






noun




variant spelling of cittern
 .













citied

 
/ˈsidēd/






adjective




made into or like a city; occupied by a city or cities.













citified

 
/ˈsidəˌfīd /

 
cityfied





I.
 
adjective






‹often derogatory›

 characteristic of or adjusted to an urban environment




•
 
black-hatted, citified cowboys.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
citification

 
/ˌsitifiˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
citify

 
/-fī /






verb




(citifies, citifying, citified)
 —





















citizen

 
/ˈsidizən ˈsidisən /

 
cit.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a legally recognized subject or national of a state or commonwealth, either native or naturalized




•
 
a Polish citizen




•
 
the rights of every citizen.










2.
 
an inhabitant of a particular town or city




•
 
the 
citizens of

 Los Angeles.














II.
 
phrases





citizen of the world






a person who is at home in any country.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
citizenry

 
/ˈsidizənrē ˈsidisənrē /






noun













2.
 
citizenship

 
/ˈsidizənˌSHip ˈsidisənˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
citezein

 , alteration (probably influenced by 
deinzein

 ‘denizen’) of Old French 
citeain

 , based on Latin 
civitas

 ‘city’ (see city
 ).





citizen journalism





I.
 
noun




the collection, dissemination, and analysis of news and information by the general public, especially by means of the Internet.








II.
 
derivatives





citizen journalist






noun





















citizen's arrest

 
/ˈˌsidizənz əˈrest ˈˌsidisənz əˈrest/






noun




an arrest by an ordinary person without a warrant, allowable in certain cases.













Citizens' Band

 
CB






noun




a range of radio frequencies that are allocated for local communication by private individuals, especially by handheld or vehicle radio.













citizen science





I.
 
noun




the collection and analysis of data relating to the natural world by members of the general public, typically as part of a collaborative project with professional scientists




•
 
the director of education sees a need for citizen science in astronomy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
citizen science projects.














II.
 
derivatives





citizen scientist






noun






















Citlaltépetl

 
/ˌsētlälˈtāpedl/





I.
 
the highest peak in Mexico, in the eastern part of the country, north of Orizaba. It is 18,503 feet (5,699 m) high and is an extinct volcano.

Spanish name Pico de Orizaba
 .







– origin

 Aztec, literally ‘star mountain.’





citral

 
/ˈsitrəl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a fragrant liquid occurring in citrus and lemongrass oils and used in flavorings and perfumes.

[A terpene; chem. formula: C10
 H16
 O.]













citrate

 
/ˈsitrāt/






noun




a salt or ester of citric acid.













citric

 
/ˈsitrik/





I.
 
adjective




derived from or related to citrus fruit




•
 
lemongrass gives a slightly sweet citric flavor.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
citrus

 ‘citron tree’ + -ic
 .





citric acid

 
/ˌsitrik ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a sharp-tasting crystalline acid present in the juice of lemons and other sour fruits. It is made commercially by the fermentation of sugar and used as a flavoring and setting agent.

[A tribasic acid; chem. formula: C6
 H8
 O7
 .]













citric acid cycle






noun




another term for Krebs cycle
 .













citriculture

 
/ˈsitrəˌkəlCHər/






noun




the cultivation of citrus fruit trees.













citrin

 
/ˈsitrən/






noun




another term for bioflavonoid
 .














citrine

 
/ˈsitrēn ˈsitrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a glassy yellow variety of quartz.

Also called false topaz
 .




2.
 
a light greenish-yellow.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
citrin

 ‘lemon-colored,’ from medieval Latin 
citrinus

 , from Latin 
citrus

 ‘citron tree.’






citron

 
/ˈsitrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrubby Asian tree that bears large fruits similar to lemons, but with flesh that is less acid and peels that are thicker and more fragrant.

[
Citrus medica

 , family 
Rutaceae

 ; one of the ancestors of modern commercial citrus fruits.]




2.
 
the fruit of the citron tree.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting the fruit): from French, from Latin 
citrus

 ‘citron tree,’ on the pattern of 
limon

 ‘lemon.’





citronella

 
/ˌsitrəˈnelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
citronella oil

 )
 — a fragrant natural oil used as an insect repellent and in perfume and soap manufacture.




2.
 
the southern Asian grass from which the citronella oil is obtained.

[
Cymbopogon nardus

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from citron
 + the diminutive suffix 
-ella

 .





citronellal

 
/ˌsitrəˈnelal/






noun




a terpenoid aldehyde found especially in citronella, rose, and geranium oils.

[Chem. formula: C10
 H18
 O.]













citrus

 
/ˈsitrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree of a genus that includes citron, lemon, lime, orange, and grapefruit. Native to Asia, citrus trees are widely cultivated in warm countries for their fruit, which has juicy flesh and a pulpy rind.

[Genus 
Citrus

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
citrus fruit

 )
 — a fruit from a citrus tree


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
citrus extracts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
citrous

 
/ˈsitrəs /






adjective













2.
 
citrusy






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘citron tree, thuja.’





Citrus Heights






a city in north central California, northeast of Sacramento; pop. 84,432 (est. 2008).










cittern

 
/ˈsidərn /

 
cithern





I.
 
noun




a stringed instrument similar to a lute, with a flattened back and wire strings, used in 16th- and 17th-century Europe.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
cithara

 , from Greek 
kithara

 , denoting a kind of harp. The spelling has been influenced by gittern
 .






city

 
/ˈsidē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large town




•
 
one of Italy's most beautiful cities




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the city council.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an incorporated municipal center.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a place or situation characterized by a specified attribute




•
 
panic city.










4.
 
(
the City

 )
 — the financial and commercial district of London, England.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cityward

 
/ˈsidēˌwərd /






adjective, adverb













2.
 
citywards

 
/-wərdz /






adverb













3.
 
citywide

 
/sidēˈwīd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cite

 , from Latin 
civitas

 , from 
civis

 ‘citizen.’ Originally denoting a town, and often used as a Latin equivalent to Old English 
burh

 ‘borough,’ the term was later applied to foreign and ancient cities and to the more important English boroughs.





city center

 


‹Brit.›

 city centre






noun




the central part or main business and commercial area of a city




•
 
we took a bus back to the city center.



















city desk

 
/ˈsidē desk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the department of a newspaper dealing with local news.













city dweller






noun




a person who lives in a city




•
 
many city dwellers live in rented apartments.



















city editor

 
/ˈsidē ˈedədər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an editor dealing with local news in a newspaper or magazine.













city father






noun

 — (usu. 
city fathers

 )


1.
 
a person concerned with or experienced in the administration of a city




•
 
the city fathers decided to build a museum.



















city hall

 
/ˈsidē hôl /

 
City Hall






noun



1.
 
the administration building of a municipal government.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 municipal offices or officers collectively




•
 
they cultivated close ties with City Hall.



















city manager

 
/ˈsidē ˈmanijər ˈmanəjər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an appointed official who directs the administration of a city.













City of God





I.
 
Paradise, perceived as an ideal community in Heaven.




II.
 
the Christian Church.

[from 
The City of God

 by St. Augustine.]









City of London






the part of London that is within the ancient boundaries and governed by the Lord Mayor and the Corporation.










city planning

 
/ˈsidē planiNG/





I.
 
noun




the planning and control of the construction, growth, and development of a city or town.

Also called town planning
 .








II.
 
derivatives





city planner






noun





















cityscape

 
/ˈsidēˌskāp/






noun



1.
 
the visual appearance of a city or urban area; a city landscape




•
 
shades of red brick which once colored the cityscape.










2.
 
a picture of a city.














city slicker

 
/ˈsidē ˌslikər/






noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person with the sophistication and tastes or values generally associated with urban dwellers, typically regarded as unprincipled and untrustworthy.













city state

 
/ˈsidē stāt/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a city that with its surrounding territory forms an independent state.














Ciudad Bolívar

 
/syo͞oˌdä(d) bōˈlēvär/






a city in southeastern Venezuela, on the Orinoco River; pop. 355,800 (est. 2009). Formerly 
Angostura

 , its name was changed in 1846 to honor Simón Bolívar, the country's liberator.









Ciudad del Este

 
/syo͞oˌdäd del ˈestā/






a port city in southeastern Paraguay, on the Paraná River, near the Itaipu Dam; pop. 320,782 (2008). Called (before 1989) 
Puerto Presidente Stroessner

 .









Ciudad Guayana

 
/syo͞oˌdäd ɡīˈänə/






an industrial city in eastern Venezuela, at the junction of the Caroní and Orinoco rivers; pop. 789,500 (est. 2009).









Ciudad Juárez

 
/syo͞oˌdäd ˈhwärəs/






a commercial and industrial city in Chihuahua state, in northern Mexico, across the Rio Grande from El Paso in Texas; pop. 1,216,608 (2005).









Ciudad Real

 
/syo͞oˌdäd rāˈäl/






an agricultural market town in central Spain, between the Guadiana and Jablón rivers, capital of Ciudad Real province; pop. 72,200 (est. 2008).









Ciudad Trujillo

 
/syo͞oˌdäd tro͞oˈhēyō/






former name (1936–61) for Santo Domingo
 .









Ciudad Victoria

 
/syo͞oˌdäd vikˈtôrēə/






a city in northeastern Mexico, capital of the state of Tamaulipas; pop. 278,455 (2005).









civet

 
/ˈsivət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender nocturnal carnivorous mammal with a barred and spotted coat and well-developed anal scent glands, native to Africa and Asia.

[Family 
Viverridae

 (the 
civet family

 ): several genera and species, in particular the 
African civet

 (
Viverra civetta

 ). The civet family also includes the genets, linsang, and fossa, and formerly included the mongooses.]




2.
 
a strong musky perfume obtained from the secretions of the civet's scent glands.




3.
 
another term for cacomistle
 .




4.
 


(US)

 the fur of the cacomistle.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
civette

 , from Italian 
zibetto

 , from medieval Latin 
zibethum

 , from Arabic 
zabād

 , denoting the perfume.





civic

 
/ˈsivik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a city or town, especially its administration; municipal




•
 
civic and business leaders.










2.
 
of or relating to the duties or activities of people in relation to their town, city, or local area




•
 
they could not be denied access to education, the vote, and other civic rights.














II.
 
derivatives





civically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
civique

 or Latin 
civicus

 , from 
civis

 ‘citizen.’ The original use was in 
civic garland

 , 
crown

 , etc., translating Latin 
corona civica

 , denoting a garland of oak leaves and acorns given in ancient Rome to a person who saved a fellow citizen's life.





civic center

 
/ˈsivik ˈsen(t)ər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a municipal building or building complex, often publicly financed, with space for conventions, sports events, and theatrical entertainment.













civics

 
/ˈsiviks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the rights and duties of citizenship.














civil

 
/ˈsiv(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to ordinary citizens and their concerns, as distinct from military or ecclesiastical matters




•
 
civil aviation.










2.
 
(of disorder or conflict) occurring between citizens of the same country.




3.
 


[Law]

 relating to private relations between members of a community; noncriminal




•
 
a civil action.










4.
 


[Law]

 of or relating to civil law.




5.
 
courteous and polite




•
 
we tried to be 
civil to

 him.










6.
 
(of time measurement or a point in time) fixed by custom or law rather than being natural or astronomical




•
 
civil twilight starts at sunset.














II.
 
derivatives





civilly

 
/ˈsivəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
civilis

 , from 
civis

 ‘citizen.’





civil commitment

 
/ˌsivil kəˈmitmənt/






noun




post-sentence institutional detention of an offender with the intention of preventing further offenses




•
 
a 75-year-old convicted sex offender being held in civil commitment.



















civil conviction






noun




(in military use) a current or former criminal conviction, under civil law, of an enlisted person.













civil court






noun




a court dealing with noncriminal cases.













civil death






noun






‹rare›

 
‹or chiefly historical›

 the loss of a citizen's privileges through life imprisonment, banishment, etc.













civil defense

 
/ˈsivil dəˈfens dēˈfens ˈdēˌfens/






noun




the organization and training of civilians for the protection of lives and property during and after attacks in wartime.













civil disobedience

 
/ˈsivil ˈˌdisəˈbēdēəns/






noun




the refusal to comply with certain laws or to pay taxes and fines, as a peaceful form of political protest.













civil engineer

 
/ˈsivil ˌenjəˈni(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




an engineer who designs and maintains roads, bridges, dams, and similar structures.








II.
 
derivatives





civil engineering






noun





















civilian

 
/səˈvilyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person not in the armed services or the police force.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is not a member of a particular profession or group, as viewed by a member of that group




•
 
I talk to a lot of actresses and they say that civilians are scared of them.














II.
 
adjective




of, denoting, or relating to a person not belonging to the armed services or police




•
 
military agents in civilian clothes.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a practitioner of civil law): from Old French 
civilien

 , in the phrase 
droit civilien

 ‘civil law.’ The current sense arose in the early 19th cent.





civilianize

 
/səˈvilyəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) nonmilitary in character or function.








II.
 
derivatives





civilianization

 
/səˌvilyənəˈzāSHən /






noun





















civility

 
/səˈvilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
formal politeness and courtesy in behavior or speech




•
 
I hope we can treat each other with civility and respect.










2.
 
(
civilities

 )
 — polite remarks used in formal conversation




•
 
she was exchanging civilities with his mother.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
civilite

 , from Latin 
civilitas

 , from 
civilis

 ‘relating to citizens’ (see civil
 ). In early use the term denoted the state of being a citizen and hence good citizenship or orderly behavior. The sense ‘politeness’ arose in the mid 16th cent.





civilization

 
/ˌsivələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the stage of human social development and organization that is considered most advanced




•
 
they equated the railroad with progress and civilization.










2.
 
the process by which a society or place reaches an advanced stage of social development and organization.




3.
 
the society, culture, and way of life of a particular area




•
 
the great books of Western civilization




•
 
the early civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt.










4.
 
the comfort and convenience of modern life, regarded as available only in towns and cities




•
 
the fur traders moved further and further from civilization.



















civilize

 
/ˈsivəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
civilized

 )


1.
 
bring (a place or people) to a stage of social, cultural, and moral development considered to be more advanced




•
 
a civilized society.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
civilized

 )
 — polite and well-mannered




•
 
such an affront to civilized behavior will no longer be tolerated.














II.
 
derivatives





civilizer

 
/ˈsivəˌlīzər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
civiliser

 , from 
civil

 ‘civil.’






civil law

 
/ˈsivil lô/






noun



1.
 
the system of law concerned with private relations between members of a community rather than criminal, military, or religious affairs.

Contrasted with criminal law
 .




2.
 
the system of law predominant on the European continent and of which a form is in force in Louisiana, historically influenced by the codes of ancient Rome.

Compare with common law
 .













civil liberty

 
/ˈsivil ˈlibərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being subject only to laws established for the good of the community, especially with regard to freedom of action and speech.




2.
 
(
civil liberties

 )
 — individual rights protected by law from unjust governmental or other interference.








II.
 
derivatives





civil libertarian






noun





















civil marriage

 
/ˈsivil ˈmerij/






noun




a marriage solemnized as a civil contract without religious ceremony.













civil rights

 
/ˌsivil ˈrīts/






plural noun




the rights of citizens to political and social freedom and equality.














civil servant

 
/ˈˌsivil ˈsərvənt/






noun




a member of the civil service.













civil service

 
/ˈˌsivil ˈsərvəs/





I.
 
noun




the permanent professional branches of a government's administration, excluding military and judicial branches and elected politicians.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: originally applied to the part of the service of the British East India Company conducted by staff who did not belong to the army or navy.





civil society






noun




society considered as a community of citizens linked by common interests and collective activity




•
 
the corrosive impact of fear on politics and civil society




•
 
they make important contributions to civil society




•
 
a flourishing civil society indifferent to race, gender, or economic category.



















civil union






noun




a legally recognized union of a same-sex couple, with rights similar to those of marriage.













civil war

 
/ˌsivil ˈwô(ə)r/






noun




a war between citizens of the same country.

See also American Civil War
 , English Civil War
 , Spanish Civil War
 .













civil wrong






noun






[Law]

 an infringement of a person's rights, such as a tort or breach of contract.













civvies

 
/ˈsivēz /

 

‹informal›


 
civies





I.
 
plural noun




civilian clothes, as opposed to a uniform




•
 
he showered and changed into civvies.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ] (
civvy

 )


1.
 
of or relating to civilians




•
 
I learned a good trade for civvy life.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





CJ






abbreviation




chief justice.













CJD






abbreviation




short for Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease
 .













cl






abbreviation




centiliter




•
 
70 cl bottles.



















Cl






symbol




the chemical element chlorine.













CL






abbreviation




chemiluminescence.














clabber

 
/ˈklabər /

 

‹chiefly US›






I.
 
noun




milk that has naturally clotted on souring.








II.
 
verb




curdle or cause to curdle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: shortening of bonny clabber
 .





clachan

 
/ˈklaKHən ˈklakən/





I.
 
noun




(in Scotland or Northern Ireland) a small village or hamlet.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
clachán

 .





clack

 
/klak/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a sharp sound or series of such sounds as a result of a hard object striking another


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he heard the sound of her heels clacking across flagstones




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he clacked the castanets in fine syncopation.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 chatter loudly




•
 
he will sit clacking for hours.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp sound or series of sounds




•
 
the clack of her high heels.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 loud chatter




•
 
her clack would go all day.














III.
 
derivatives





clacker






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: imitative.





Clactonian

 
/klakˈtōnēən/






adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a Lower Paleolithic culture represented by flint implements found at Clacton-on-Sea in southeastern England, dated to about 250,000–200,000 years ago.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Clactonian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Clactonian culture or period.














clad1


 
/klad/





I.
 
past participle of clothe
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
clothed




•
 
they were 
clad in

 T-shirts and shorts




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a leotard-clad instructor.










2.
 
provided with cladding


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
copper-clad boards.



















clad2


 
/klad/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide or encase with a covering or coating




•
 
he cladded the concrete-frame structure in stainless steel.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘clothe’): apparently from clad
 1
 .





cladding

 
/ˈkladiNG/






noun




a covering or coating on a structure or material


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a range of roofing and cladding products.




















clade

 
/klād/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a group of organisms believed to have evolved from a common ancestor, according to the principles of cladistics.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
klados

 ‘branch.’





cladistics

 
/kləˈdistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 a method of classification of animals and plants according to the proportion of measurable characteristics that they have in common. It is assumed that the higher the proportion of characteristics that two organisms share, the more recently they diverged from a common ancestor.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cladism

 
/ˈklādˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
cladistic






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from clade
 + -ist
 + -ics
 .





clado-





I.
 
combining form




relating to a branch or branching




•
 
cladogram.

















– origin

 from Greek 
klados

 ‘branch or shoot.’





Cladocera

 
/kləˈdäsərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of minute branchiopod crustaceans that includes the water fleas. They typically have a transparent shell enclosing the trunk, and large antennae that are used for swimming.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
klados

 ‘branch or root’ + 
keras

 ‘horn’ (because of the branched antennae).





cladoceran

 
/kləˈdäsərən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a minute branchiopod crustacean of the order 
Cladocera

 , which includes the water fleas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting cladocerans.













cladode

 
/ˈkladōd /

 
cladophyll





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flattened leaflike stem.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kladōdēs

 ‘with many shoots,’ from 
klados

 ‘shoot.’






cladogenesis

 
/ˌkladəˈjenəsəs ˌklādōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the formation of a new group of organisms or higher taxon by evolutionary divergence from an ancestral form.

Compare with anagenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cladogenetic

 
/ˌkladōjəˈnetik /






adjective





















cladogram

 
/ˈkladəˌɡram ˈklādəˌɡram/






noun






[Biology]

 a branching diagram showing the cladistic relationship between a number of species.













clafoutis

 
/ˌkläfo͞oˈtē/





I.
 
noun




a tart made of fruit, typically cherries, baked in a sweet batter.











– origin

 French, from dialect 
clafir

 ‘to stuff.’





Claiborne, Craig

 
/ˈklābôrn/






(1920–2000), US food editor and critic. He was the food editor for 
The New York Times

 1957–70, 1974–88. He wrote 
The New York Times Cook Book

 (1961), 
Classic French Cuisine

 (1970), and 
Elements of Etiquette

 (1992).










claim

 
/klām/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
state or assert that something is the case, typically without providing evidence or proof


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he 
claimed that

 he came from a wealthy, educated family




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I'm entitled to be conceited,” he claimed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
these sunblocks claim protection factors as high as 34.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assert that one has gained or achieved (something)




•
 
his supporters claimed victory in the presidential elections.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — formally request or demand; say that one owns or has earned (something)




•
 
if no one claims the items, they will become government property.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a demand for (money) under the terms of an insurance policy




•
 
she could have claimed the cost through her insurance.










5.
 
call for (someone's notice and thought)




•
 
a most unwelcome event 
claimed his attention

 .










6.
 
cause the loss of (someone's life).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an assertion of the truth of something, typically one that is disputed or in doubt


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he was dogged by the 
claim that

 he had CIA links




•
 
history belies statesmen's claims to be in charge of events.










2.
 
a demand or request for something considered one's due




•
 
the court had denied their 
claims to

 asylum.










3.
 
an application for compensation under the terms of an insurance policy.




4.
 
a right or title to something




•
 
they have first 
claim on

 the assets of the trust.










5.
 
(also 
mining claim

 )
 — a piece of land allotted to or taken by someone in order to be mined.








III.
 
phrases





claim to fame






a reason for being regarded as unusual or noteworthy




•
 
his claim to fame was bringing Garbo to Hollywood.


















IV.
 
derivatives





claimable

 
/ˈklāməb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
claime

 (noun), 
clamer

 (verb), from Latin 
clamare

 ‘call out.’





claimant

 
/ˈklāmənt/






noun




a person making a claim, especially in a lawsuit or for a government-sponsored benefit.













claimer

 
/ˈklāmər ˈkleɪmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who claims something




•
 
most people aren't big claimers—just 5 per cent of Americans account for 50 per cent of the healthcare bill.










2.
 
(also 
claiming race

 )
 — 

[Horse Racing]

 a race in which every horse participating is for sale at a stipulated price.




3.
 


(US)

 a horse entered in a claiming race




•
 
the horses are bottom-level claimers, which is $3,200 at Fairmount.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a jockey who claims a weight allowance in a race.




•
 
the horse has been ridden by a 7lb claimer in his two runs.




















claims adjuster






noun




an insurance agent who assesses the amount of compensation that should be paid after a person has made a claim on their insurance policy.













clairaudience

 
/ˌklerˈôdēəns/





I.
 
noun




the supposed faculty of perceiving, as if by hearing, what is inaudible.








II.
 
derivatives





clairaudient






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
clair

 ‘clear’ + audience
 , on the pattern of 
clairvoyance

 .





clair de lune

 
/ˌkle(ə)r dlˈo͞on, də ˈlo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pale blue-gray or pale green color.




2.
 
a Chinese porcelain glaze of a pale blue-gray or pale green color.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘moonlight.’





clairvoyance

 
/ˌklerˈvoiəns/





I.
 
noun




the supposed faculty of perceiving things or events in the future or beyond normal sensory contact




•
 
she stared at the card as if she could contact its writer by clairvoyance.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
clair

 ‘clear’ + 
voir

 ‘to see.’





clairvoyant

 
/ˌklerˈvoiənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who claims to have a supernatural ability to perceive events in the future or beyond normal sensory contact.








II.
 
adjective




having or exhibiting an ability to perceive events in the future or beyond normal sensory contact




•
 
he didn't tell me about it and I'm not clairvoyant.














III.
 
derivatives





clairvoyantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘clear-sighted, perceptive’): from French, from 
clair

 ‘clear’ + 
voyant

 ‘seeing’ (from 
voir

 ‘to see’). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.






clam

 
/klam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a marine bivalve mollusk with shells of equal size.

[Subclass 
Heterodonta

 : several families and numerous species, including the edible North American 
hard-shell clam

 (see quahog
 ) and 
soft-shell clam

 . See also giant clam
 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 any of a number of edible bivalve mollusks, e.g., a scallop.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a dollar




•
 
all I got for the job was 50 lousy clams.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a shy or withdrawn person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 dig for or collect clams


(as 
noun

 
clamming

 )


•
 
it was one of the worst times for clamming.










2.
 
(
clam up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 abruptly stop talking, either for fear of revealing a secret or from shyness.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently from earlier 
clam

 ‘a clamp,’ from Old English 
clam

 , 
clamm

 ‘a bond or bondage,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
klemme

 , German 
Klemme

 , also to clamp
 .





clamant

 
/ˈklāmənt/





I.
 
adjective




forcing itself urgently on the attention




•
 
the proper use of biotechnology has become a clamant question.














II.
 
derivatives





clamantly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
clamant-

 ‘crying out,’ from the verb 
clamare

 .





clambake

 
/ˈklamˌbāk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an outdoor social gathering at which clams and other seafood (and often chicken, potatoes, and sweet corn) are baked or steamed, traditionally in a pit, over heated stones and under a bed of seaweed.













clamber

 
/ˈklambər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
climb, move, or get in or out of something in an awkward and laborious way, typically using both hands and feet




•
 
I clambered out of the trench.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an awkward and laborious climb or movement




•
 
a clamber up the cliff path.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from 
clamb

 , obsolete past tense of climb
 .





clamdiggers

 
/ˈklamˌdiɡərz/






noun




close-fitting women's casual pants hemmed at mid-calf.













clammy

 
/ˈklamē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unpleasantly damp and sticky or slimy to touch




•
 
his skin felt cold and clammy.










2.
 
(of air or atmosphere) damp and unpleasant




•
 
the clammy atmosphere of the cave.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clammily

 
/ˈklaməlē /






adverb













2.
 
clamminess

 
/ˈklamēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from dialect 
clam

 ‘to be sticky or adhere,’ of Germanic origin; related to clay
 .





clamor

 
/ˈklamər /

 


‹Brit.›

 clamour





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a loud and confused noise, especially that of people shouting vehemently




•
 
the questions rose to a clamor.










2.
 
a strongly expressed protest or demand, typically from a large number of people




•
 
the growing public 
clamor for

 more policemen on the beat.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a group of people) shout loudly and insistently




•
 
the surging crowds 
clamored for

 attention.










2.
 
make a vehement protest or demand




•
 
scientists are 
clamoring for

 a ban on all chlorine substances.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
clamor

 , from 
clamare

 ‘cry out.’





clamorous

 
/ˈklamərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making a loud and confused noise




•
 
a jostling, clamorous mob.










2.
 
expressing or characterized by vehement protests or demands




•
 
the clamorous radical wing of the party.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clamorously

 
/-ərəslē /






adverb













2.
 
clamorousness

 
/-ərəsnəs /






noun






















clamp

 
/klamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brace, band, or clasp used for strengthening or holding things together.




2.
 
an electric circuit that serves to maintain the voltage limits of a signal at prescribed levels.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (something) in place with a clamp




•
 
the sander is clamped onto the edge of a workbench.










2.
 
fasten (two things) firmly together




•
 
the two frames are 
clamped together

 .










3.
 
hold (something) tightly against or in another thing




•
 
Maggie had to clamp a hand over her mouth to stop herself from laughing.










4.
 
maintain the voltage limits of (an electrical signal) at prescribed values.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





clamp down






suppress or prevent something, typically in an oppressive or harsh manner




•
 
police 
clamped down on

 a pro-democracy demonstration.


















IV.
 
derivatives





clamper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Dutch or Low German origin and related to clam
 .





clampdown

 
/ˈklampˌdoun/






noun






‹informal›

 a severe or concerted attempt to suppress something




•
 
a 
clampdown on

 crime.



















clamshell

 
/ˈklamˌSHel/






noun



1.
 
the shell of a clam, formed of two roughly equal valves with a hinge.




2.
 
a thing with hinged parts that open and shut in a manner resembling the parts of a clamshell, such as a kind of mechanical digger, a portable computer, or a box for takeout food




•
 
some clamshells offer full desktop power




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a clamshell lid.




















clan

 
/klan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of close-knit and interrelated families (especially associated with families in the Scottish Highlands).




2.
 


‹often informal›

 a family, especially a large one




•
 
the Kennedy clan gathered for the celebration.










3.
 
a group of people with a strong common interest




•
 
New York's garrulous clan of artists.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic 
clann

 ‘offspring, family,’ from Old Irish 
cland

 , from Latin 
planta

 ‘sprout.’





Clancy, Tom

 
/ˈklansē/






(1947–2013), US novelist. His works, usually techno-military thrillers, include 
The Hunt for Red October

 (1984), 
Patriot Games

 (1987), 
Rainbow Six

 (1998), and 
The Teeth of the Tiger

 (2003).









clandestine

 
/klanˈdestən ˈklandesˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective




kept secret or done secretively, especially because illicit




•
 
she deserved better than these clandestine meetings.














II.
 
derivatives





clandestinity

 
/ˌklandesˈtinitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
clandestin

 or Latin 
clandestinus

 , from 
clam

 ‘secretly.’





clandestinely

 
/klanˈdest(ə)nlē ˈklandəsˌtēnlē/






adverb




in a secretive and illicit way




•
 
traffickers operate clandestinely




•
 
it prints money clandestinely at no cost to itself.



















clang

 
/klaNG/





I.
 
noun




a loud, resonant metallic sound or series of sounds




•
 
the steel door slammed shut with a clang.














II.
 
verb




make or cause to make a clang


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she turned the faucet on and the plumbing clanged




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the belfry still clangs its bell at 9 p.m.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative, influenced by Latin 
clangere

 ‘resound.’





clangor

 
/ˈklaNGər /

 


‹Brit.›

 clangour





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a continuous loud banging or ringing sound




•
 
he went deaf because of the clangor of the steam hammers.














II.
 
derivatives





clangorous

 
/ˈklaNGərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
clangor

 , from 
clangere

 ‘resound.’






clank

 
/klaNGk/





I.
 
noun




a loud, sharp sound or series of sounds, typically made by pieces of metal meeting or being struck together




•
 
the groan and clank of a winch.














II.
 
verb




make or cause to make a clank


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I could hear the chain clanking




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Cassie bounced on the bed, clanking the springs.

















– origin

 late Middle English (but rare before the mid 17th cent.): imitative.





clannish

 
/ˈklaniSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly derogatory›

 (of a group or their activities) tending to exclude others outside the group.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clannishly






adverb













2.
 
clannishness






noun





















clansman

 
/ˈklanzmən/






noun




a male member of a clan.













clanswoman

 
/ˈklanzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female member of a clan.




•
 
a fellow clanswoman.




















clap1


 
/klap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike the palms of (one's hands) together repeatedly, typically in order to applaud




•
 
Agnes clapped her hands in glee




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the crowd was clapping and cheering.










2.
 
show approval of (a person or action) by clapping.




3.
 
strike the palms of (one's hands) together once, especially as a signal




•
 
the designer clapped his hands and the other girls exited the room.










4.
 
slap (someone) encouragingly on the back or shoulder




•
 
as they parted, he clapped Owen on the back.










5.
 
place (a hand) briefly against or over one's mouth or forehead as a gesture of dismay or regret




•
 
he swore and clapped a hand to his forehead.










6.
 
(of a bird) flap (its wings) audibly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of striking together the palms of the hands, either once or repeatedly.




2.
 
a friendly slap or pat on the back or shoulder.




3.
 
an explosive sound, especially of thunder




•
 
a clap of thunder echoed through the valley.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
clap eyes on






see eye
 .









2.
 
clap someone in jail (or irons)






put someone in prison (or in chains).












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





clap something on






abruptly impose a restrictive or punitive measure on




•
 
most countries clapped on tariffs to protect their farmers.





















– origin

 Old English 
clappan

 ‘throb, beat,’ of imitative origin. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from late Middle English.





clap2


 
/klap/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the clap

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a venereal disease, especially gonorrhea.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
clapoir

 ‘venereal bubo.’





clapboard

 
/ˈklabərd ˈklapˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a long, thin, flat piece of wood with edges horizontally overlapping in series, used to cover the outer walls of buildings


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
neat clapboard houses.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a house with outer walls covered in clapboards.








II.
 
derivatives





clapboarded






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a piece of oak used for barrel staves or wainscot): partial translation of Low German 
klappholt

 ‘barrel stave,’ from 
klappen

 ‘to crack’ + 
holt

 ‘wood.’





clapped-out






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a vehicle, machine, or person) worn out from age or heavy use and unable to work or operate




•
 
a clapped-out old van.



















clapper

 
/ˈklapər/






noun




the free-swinging metal piece inside a bell that is made to strike the bell to produce the sound.













clapperboard

 
/ˈklapərˌbôrd/






noun




a device of hinged boards that are struck together before filming as a signal to synchronize the starting of picture and sound machinery.













clapper rail





I.
 
noun




a large grayish rail of American coastal marshes. It has a distinctive clattering rattlelike call.

[
Rallus longirostris

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]











– origin

 from 
clapper

 , denoting a device for making a loud clattering sound, with reference to the bird's cry.





Clapton, Eric

 
/ˈklaptən/






(1945–), English blues and rock guitarist, singer, and composer.









claptrap

 
/ˈklapˌtrap/





I.
 
noun




absurd or nonsensical talk or ideas




•
 
such sentiments are just pious claptrap.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting something designed to elicit applause): from clap
 1
 + trap
 1
 .






claque

 
/klak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people hired to applaud (or heckle) a performer or public speaker.




2.
 
a group of sycophantic followers




•
 
the president was surrounded by a claque of scheming bureaucrats.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
claquer

 ‘to clap.’ The practice of paying members of an audience for their support originated at the Paris opera.





claqueur

 
/klaˈkər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a claque.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
claquer

 ‘to clap.’





clarabella

 
/ˌklerəˈbelə/





I.
 
noun




an organ stop with the quality of a flute.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the feminine forms of Latin 
clarus

 ‘clear’ and 
bellus

 ‘pretty.’





Clare

 
/kler/






a county in the Republic of Ireland, on the western coast in the province of Munster; county town, Ennis.









Claremont

 
/ˈklermänt/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 35,470 (est. 2008).









clarence

 
/ˈklerəns /

 
Clarence





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a closed horse-drawn carriage with four wheels, seating four inside and two outside next to the coachman.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named in honor of the Duke of 
Clarence

 , later William IV.






Clarendon, Earl of

 
/ˈklarəndən/






(1609–74), English statesman and historian; chief adviser to Charles II and chancellor of Oxford University 1660–67; born 
Edward Hyde

 .










Clare of Assisi, St.

 
/kle(ə)r/






(1194–1253), Italian saint and abbess. With St. Francis, she founded the order of Poor Ladies of San Damiano (“Poor Clares”). Feast day, August 11 (formerly 12).









claret

 
/ˈklerət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red wine from Bordeaux, or wine of a similar character made elsewhere.




2.
 
a deep purplish-red color.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a light red or yellowish wine, as distinct from a red or white): from Old French 
(vin) claret

 and medieval Latin 
claratum (vinum)

 ‘clarified (wine),’ from Latin 
clarus

 ‘clear.’





clarification

 
/ˌklerəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of making a statement or situation less confused and more comprehensible




•
 
please advise us if you require further clarification.










2.
 
a statement resulting from this




•
 
the remaining changes are small clarifications.














II.
 
derivatives





clarificatory






adjective





















clarify

 
/ˈklerəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a statement or situation) less confused and more clearly comprehensible




•
 
the report managed to clarify the government's position.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
clarified

 )
 — melt (butter) in order to separate out the impurities.








II.
 
derivatives





clarifier

 
/ˈklerəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘set forth clearly’ and ‘make pure and clean’): from Old French 
clarifier

 , from late Latin 
clarificare

 , from Latin 
clarus

 ‘clear.’





clarinet

 
/ˌklerəˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woodwind instrument with a single-reed mouthpiece, a cylindrical tube with a flared end, and holes stopped by keys.




2.
 
an organ stop with a tone resembling that of a clarinet.








II.
 
derivatives





clarinetist

 
/ˌklerəˈnedəst /

 


‹Brit.›

 clarinettist






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
clarinette

 , diminutive of 
clarine

 , denoting a kind of bell; related to clarion
 .






clarion

 
/ˈklerēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a shrill, narrow-tubed war trumpet.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an organ stop with a quality resembling that of a clarion.








II.
 
adjective




loud and clear




•
 
clarion trumpeters.














III.
 
phrases





clarion call







/ˈklerēən ˌkôl /

 — a strongly expressed demand or request for action




•
 
he issued a clarion call to young people to join the party.





















– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
clario(n-)

 , from Latin 
clarus

 ‘clear.’





clarity

 
/ˈklerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being clear, in particular




2.
 
the quality of coherence and intelligibility




•
 


for the sake of clarity

 , each of these strategies is dealt with separately.










3.
 
the quality of being easy to see or hear; sharpness of image or sound




•
 
the clarity of the picture.










4.
 
the quality of being certain or definite




•
 
it was clarity of purpose that he needed.










5.
 
the quality of transparency or purity




•
 
the crystal clarity of water.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘glory, divine splendor’): from Latin 
claritas

 , from 
clarus

 ‘clear.’ The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





Clark, George Rogers

 
/klärk/






(1752–1818), American military leader and frontiersman. He defended the Illinois frontier against the British during the American Revolution.









Clark, Joe






(1939–), Canadian Progressive Conservative statesman; prime minister 1979–80; full name 
Charles Joseph Clark

 .









Clark, Mark Wayne






(1896–1984), US army officer. He was an army chief of staff during World War II and commanded UN forces 1952–53 in Korea, where he signed the armistice ending the Korean conflict.









Clark, Tom C.






(1899–1977), US Supreme Court associate justice 1949–67; full name 
Thomas Campbell Clark

 . He was US attorney general 1945–49 before being appointed to the Court by President Truman. Considered somewhat conservative, he tended to be more liberal regarding civil rights issues.









Clark, Wesley






(1944–), US Army general and politician. A commander in the Vietnam War and the first Gulf War, he served as commander in chief, US European Command, and Supreme Allied Commander Europe 1997–2000 during the Kosovo conflict. In 2004 he ran for the Democratic presidential nomination.










Clark, William






(1770–1838), US explorer. With Meriwether Lewis, he commanded an expedition 1804–06 across the North American continent.









Clarke, John Hessin






(1857–1945), US Supreme Court associate justice 1916–22. Appointed to the Court by President Wilson, he was considered a liberal. He later headed the League of Nations Non-Partisan Committee 1922–28.









Clarke, Sir Arthur C.

 
/klärk/






(1917–2008), English science fiction writer; full name 
Sir Arthur Charles Clarke

 . He wrote, with Stanley Kubrick, the screenplay for the movie 
2001: A Space Odyssey

 (1968).









Clark Fork River






a river that flows for 360 miles (580 km) from western Montana into eastern Idaho into the Columbia River.









clarkia

 
/ˈklärkēə/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant with showy white, pink, or purple flowers, cultivated as a border plant in gardens.

[Genus 
Clarkia

 , family 
Onagraceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after W. 
Clark

 (see Clark, William
 ), who discovered it.





Clarksville

 
/ˈklärksˌvil, -vəl/






an industrial and commercial city in north central Tennessee, on the Cumberland River; pop. 119,735 (est. 2008).









clary

 
/ˈklerē/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic herbaceous plant of the mint family, some kinds of which are used as culinary and medicinal herbs.

[Genus 
Salvia

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, in particular the southern European 
S. sclarea

 , which is used in perfumery and from which an essential oil (
clary sage

 ) is obtained.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete French 
clarie

 , from medieval Latin 
sclarea

 .





clash

 
/klaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent confrontation




•
 
there have been minor 
clashes with

 security forces.










2.
 
an incompatibility leading to disagreement




•
 
a personality clash.










3.
 
a mismatch of colors




•
 
a clash of tweeds and a striped shirt.










4.
 
an inconvenient coincidence of the timing of events or activities




•
 
it is hoped that clashes of dates will be avoided.










5.
 
a loud jarring sound made by or resembling that made by metal objects being struck together




•
 
a clash of cymbals.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — meet and come into violent conflict




•
 
protesters demanding self-rule 
clashed with

 police.










2.
 
have a forceful disagreement




•
 
Clarke has frequently 
clashed with

 his colleagues.










3.
 
be incompatible or at odds




•
 
his thriftiness 
clashed with

 Ross's largesse.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of colors) appear discordant or ugly when placed close to each other


(as 
adj.

 
clashing

 )


•
 
suits in clashing colors.










5.
 
inconveniently occur at the same time




•
 
the date of the wedding 
clashes with

 Sean's graduation.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike (cymbals) together, producing a loud discordant sound.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative.






clasp

 
/klasp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grasp (something) tightly with one's hand




•
 
he clasped her arm.










2.
 
place (one's arms) around something so as to hold it tightly




•
 
Kate's arms were 
clasped around

 her knees.










3.
 
hold (someone) tightly




•
 
he clasped Joanne in his arms.










4.
 
(
clasp one's hands

 )
 — press one's hands together with the fingers interlaced




•
 
he lay on his back with his hands clasped behind his head.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 fasten (something) with a small device, typically a metal one




•
 
one modest emerald clasped her robe.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a device with interlocking parts used for fastening things together




•
 
a handbag with a golden clasp.










2.
 
a silver bar on a medal ribbon, inscribed with the name of the battle at which the wearer was present.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an embrace.




4.
 
a grasp or handshake




•
 
he took her hand in a firm clasp.














III.
 
phrases





clasp hands






shake hands with fervor or affection.















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





claspers

 
/ˈklaspərz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Zoology]

 a pair of appendages under the abdomen of a male shark or ray, or at the end of the abdomen of a male insect, used to hold the female during copulation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from clasp
 .





clasp knife

 
/ˈklasp ˈˌnīf/






noun




a knife with a blade that folds into the handle.














class

 
/klas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set or category of things having some property or attribute in common and differentiated from others by kind, type, or quality




•
 
the accommodations were good for a hotel of this class




•
 
a new class of heart drug.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a principal taxonomic grouping that ranks above order and below phylum or division, such as 
Mammalia

 or 
Insecta

 .




3.
 
the system of ordering a society in which people are divided into sets based on perceived social or economic status




•
 
people who are socially disenfranchised by class




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the class system.










4.
 
a social division based on social or economic status




•
 
the ruling class.










5.
 
(
the classes

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 the rich or educated.




6.
 


‹informal›

 impressive stylishness in appearance or behavior




•
 
she's got class—she looks like a princess.










7.
 
a group of students who are taught together.




8.
 
an occasion when students meet with their teacher for instruction; a lesson




•
 
I was late for a class.










9.
 
a course of instruction




•
 
I took classes in Indian music.










10.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 all those graduating from a school or college in a particular year




•
 


the class of

 1907.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be classed as

 )


1.
 
assign or regard as belonging to a particular category




•
 
conduct that is classed as criminal.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 showing stylish excellence




•
 
he's a class player.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
class act






a person or thing displaying impressive and stylish excellence.









2.
 
in a class of (or on) its (or one's) own






unequaled, especially in excellence or performance




•
 
the delicacy of English roses puts them in a class of their own.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Latin 
classis

 ‘a division of the Roman people, a grade, or a class of pupils.’





class action

 
/klas ˈakSHən/






noun






[Law]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a lawsuit filed or defended by an individual or small group acting on behalf of a large group.













class consciousness

 
/klas ˈkänSHəsnəs/





I.
 
noun




awareness of one's place in a system of social classes, especially (in Marxist terms) as it relates to the class struggle.








II.
 
derivatives





class-conscious

 
/ˈklas ˌkänSHəs /






adjective






















classic

 
/ˈklasik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
judged over a period of time to be of the highest quality and outstanding of its kind




•
 
a classic novel




•
 
a classic car.










2.
 
(of a garment or design) of a simple elegant style not greatly subject to changes in fashion




•
 
this classic navy blazer.










3.
 
remarkably and instructively typical




•
 
Hamlet is the classic example of a tragedy




•
 
I had all the classic symptoms of flu.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a work of art of recognized and established value




•
 
his books have become classics.










2.
 
a garment of a simple, elegant, and long-lasting style.




3.
 
a thing that is memorable and a very good example of its kind




•
 
he's hoping that tomorrow's game will be a classic.










4.
 
(usu. 
Classics

 )
 — a school subject that involves the study of ancient Greek and Latin literature, philosophy, and history.




5.
 
(usu. 
the classics

 )
 — the works of ancient Greek and Latin writers and philosophers.




6.
 


‹dated›

 a scholar of ancient Greek and Latin.




7.
 
a major sports tournament or competition, as in golf or tennis




•
 
dozens of celebrity golfers attended the Bob Hope Desert Classic.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
classique

 or Latin 
classicus

 ‘belonging to a class or division,’ later ‘of the highest class,’ from 
classis

 (see class
 ). / 
usage:

 Note that 
classic

 means ‘typical, excellent as an example, timeless,’ as in John Ford directed many classic Westerns, and 
classical

 means ‘relating to Greek or Roman antiquity,’ as in the museum was built in the classical style. Great art is considered 
classic

 , not 
classical

 , unless it is created in the forms of antiquity. 
Classical music

 is one exception to this rule, being formal music adhering to certain stylistic principles of the late 18th century. A 
classical education

 exposes a student to classical literature, history, and languages (especially Latin and Greek), but the study of Greek and Latin languages and their literatures is also referred to as 
the classics

 .





classical

 
/ˈklasək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to ancient Greek or Latin literature, art, or culture




•
 
classical mythology.










2.
 
(of art or architecture) influenced by ancient Greek or Roman forms or principles.




3.
 
(typically of a form of art) regarded as representing an exemplary standard; traditional and long-established in form or style




•
 
a classical ballet.










4.
 
of or relating to the first significant period of an area of study




•
 
classical mechanics.










5.
 


[Physics]

 relating to or based upon concepts and theories that preceded the theories of relativity and quantum mechanics; Newtonian




•
 
classical physics.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
classicalism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
classicality

 
/ˌklasəˈkalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘outstanding for its kind’): from Latin 
classicus

 ‘belonging to a class’ (see classic
 ) + -al
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at classic
 .






classical conditioning






noun






[Psychology]

 a learning process that occurs when two stimuli are repeatedly paired; a response that is at first elicited by the second stimulus is eventually elicited by the first stimulus alone.













classically

 
/ˈklasiklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to ancient Greek or Latin literature, art, or culture




•
 
the nineteenth-century classically educated reader




•
 
the classically austere traditions of the Roman republic.










2.
 
(with reference to art or architecture) in a way that resembles or is influenced by ancient Greek or Roman forms or principles




•
 
fine architecture and beautiful, classically designed buildings.










3.
 
to an exemplary standard within a traditional and long-established form or style




•
 
a classically trained British stage actor




•
 
a truly terrific evening of classically inspired dance.










4.
 
in a way that relates to the first significant period of an area of study




•
 
so much of Marxist economics was classically oriented




•
 
Iberian horses have been classically divided into two native groups.










5.
 
in a way that is very typical of its kind




•
 
a classically styled cyberpunk film.










6.
 


[Physics]

 according to or in accordance with concepts and theories which preceded the theories of relativity and quantum mechanics




•
 
we can describe light classically in terms of an electromagnetic wave




•
 
wormholes may be unstable, both classically or quantum mechanically.



















classical music

 
/ˈklasəkəl ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun



1.
 
serious or conventional music following long-established principles rather than a folk, jazz, or popular tradition.




2.
 
(more specifically) music written in the European tradition during a period lasting approximately from 1750 to 1830, when forms such as the symphony, concerto, and sonata were standardized.

Often contrasted with baroque
 and romantic
 .













classicism

 
/ˈklasəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
the following of ancient Greek or Roman principles and style in art and literature, generally associated with harmony, restraint, and adherence to recognized standards of form and craftsmanship, especially from the Renaissance to the 18th century.

Often contrasted with romanticism
 .




2.
 
the following of traditional and long-established theories or styles.













classicist

 
/ˈklasəsəst/






noun



1.
 
a person who studies Classics (ancient Greek and Latin).




2.
 
a follower of classicism in the arts.













classicize

 
/ˈklasəˌsīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
classicizing

 )


1.
 
imitate a classical style




•
 
the classicizing strains in Guercino's art.



















Classico

 
/ˈklasikō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
used in the classification of Italian wines to designate a wine produced in the region from which the type takes its name




•
 
Chianti Classico.

















– origin

 Italian.






classic skiing

 
classical skiing





I.
 
noun




a style of cross-country skiing in which the skis are alternately pushed forward parallel to each other in a motion similar to walking or running




•
 
a couple of hours classic skiing in the morning is my winter alternative to a long trail run.







Compare with skate skiing
 .








II.
 
derivatives





classic skier

 
classical skiier






noun






















classification

 
/ˌklasəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of classifying something according to shared qualities or characteristics




•
 
the classification of disease according to symptoms.










2.
 
another term for taxonomy
 .




3.
 
a category into which something is put.













classified

 
/ˈklasəˌfīd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arranged in classes or categories




•
 
a classified catalog of books.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of newspaper or magazine advertisements or the pages on which these appear) organized in categories according to what is being advertised.




3.
 
(of information or documents) designated as officially secret and to which only authorized people may have access




•
 
classified information on nuclear experiments.














II.
 
noun

 — (
classifieds

 )


1.
 
small advertisements placed in a newspaper and organized in categories.













classifier

 
/ˈklasəˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that classifies something.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 an affix or word that indicates the semantic class to which a noun belongs, typically used in numerals or other expressions of counting, especially in Chinese and Japanese, e.g. 
head

 in 
two head of cattle

 .













classify

 
/ˈklasəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (a group of people or things) in classes or categories according to shared qualities or characteristics




•
 
mountain peaks are classified according to their shape.










2.
 
assign (someone or something) to a particular class or category




•
 
elements are usually 
classified as

 metals or nonmetals.










3.
 
designate (documents or information) as officially secret or to which only authorized people may have access




•
 
government officials classified 6.3 million documents in 1992.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
classifiable

 
/ˈˌklasəˈfīəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
classificatory

 
/-fikəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: back-formation from classification
 , from French, from 
classe

 ‘class,’ from Latin 
classis

 ‘division.’






classifying

 
/ˈklasəˌfīiNG/






adjective






[Grammar]

 denoting an adjective that describes the class that a head noun belongs to and characterized by not having a comparative or superlative (for example 
American

 , 
mortal

 ).

Contrasted with gradable
 , qualitative
 .













class interval






noun






[Statistics]

 the size of each class into which a range of a variable is divided, as represented by the divisions of a histogram or bar chart.













classism

 
/ˈklasˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




prejudice against or in favor of people belonging to a particular social class.








II.
 
derivatives





classist

 
/ˈklasəst /






adjective, noun





















classless

 
/ˈklasləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a society) not divided into social classes.




•
 
this is of course a classless society.










2.
 
not showing obvious signs of belonging to a particular social class




•
 
his voice was classless.














II.
 
derivatives





classlessness

 
/ˈklasləsnəs /






noun





















classmate

 
/ˈklasˌmāt/






noun




a fellow member of a class at school or college.













classroom

 
/ˈklasˌro͞om ˈklasˌro͝om/






noun




a room, typically in a school, in which a class of students is taught.














class struggle

 
/klas ˈstrəɡəl/






noun




(in Marxist ideology) the conflict of interests between the workers and the ruling class in a capitalist society, regarded as inevitably violent.













class war

 
class warfare






noun




another term for class struggle
 .













classwork

 
/ˈklasˌwərk/






noun




schoolwork that is done in class.













classy

 
/ˈklasē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 stylish and sophisticated




•
 
the hotel is classy but relaxed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
classily

 
/ˈklasəlē /






adverb













2.
 
classiness






noun





















clast

 
/klast/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a constituent fragment of a clastic rock.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: back-formation from clastic
 .






clastic

 
/ˈklastik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 denoting rocks composed of broken pieces of older rocks.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
clastique

 , from Greek 
klastos

 ‘broken in pieces.’





clathrate

 
/ˈklaTHrāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound in which molecules of one component are physically trapped within the crystal structure of another.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
clathratus

 , from 
clathri

 ‘lattice bars,’ from Greek 
klēthra

 .






clatter

 
/ˈkladər/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a continuous rattling sound as of hard objects falling or striking each other




•
 
the horse spun around with a clatter of hooves




•
 
she dropped her knife and fork with a clatter.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a continuous rattling sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her coffee cup clattered in the saucer




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she clattered cups and saucers onto a tray.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fall or move with a continuous rattling sound




•
 
the knife clattered to the floor.

















– origin

 Old English (as a verb), of imitative origin.





Claude glass

 
/klôd, klōd/





I.
 
noun




a convex dark or colored glass that reflects a small image in subdued colors, used by landscape painters to show the tonal values of a scene.











– origin

 named after the French painter Claude Lorrain
 .






Claude Lorrain

 
/ˌklôd ləˈrān, ˌklōd ləˈren /

 
Lorraine






(1600–82), French painter; born 
Claude Gellée

 . He is noted for the use of light in his landscapes. His works include 
Ascanius and the Stag

 (1682).









claudication

 
/ˌklôdəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 limping.




2.
 
(also 
intermittent claudication

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 a condition in which cramping pain in the leg is induced by exercise, typically caused by obstruction of the arteries.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
claudicatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
claudicare

 ‘to limp,’ from 
claudus

 ‘lame.’





Claudius

 
/ˈklôdēəs/






(10 
BC

 –
AD

 54), Roman emperor 41–54; full name 
Tiberius Claudius Drusus Nero Germanicus

 . He restored order after Caligula's decadence and expanded the empire, in particular by invading Britain in 
AD

 43.









clause

 
/klôz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of grammatical organization next below the sentence in rank and in traditional grammar said to consist of a subject and predicate.

See also main clause
 , subordinate clause
 .




2.
 
a particular and separate article, stipulation, or proviso in a treaty, bill, or contract.








II.
 
derivatives





clausal

 
/ˈklôzəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
clause

 , based on Latin 
claus-

 ‘shut, closed,’ from the verb 
claudere

 .





Clausewitz, Karl von

 
/ˈklouzəˌvits/






(1780–1831), Prussian general and military theorist. He wrote 
On War

 (1833), which had a marked influence on strategic studies in the 19th and 20th centuries.









Clausius, Rudolf

 
/ˈklouzēəs/






(1822–88), German physicist. He was one of the founders of modern thermodynamics.









claustral

 
/ˈklôstrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a cloister or religious house




•
 
claustral buildings.










2.
 
enveloping; confining




•
 
this claustral heat.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
claustralis

 , from Latin 
claustrum

 ‘lock, enclosed place’ (see cloister
 ).





claustration

 
/ˌklôˈstrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




confinement as if in a cloister.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
claustrum

 ‘lock, bolt’ + -ation
 .





claustrophobia

 
/ˌklôstrəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of confined places.








II.
 
derivatives





claustrophobe

 
/ˈklôstrəˌfōb /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
claustrum

 ‘lock, bolt’ + -phobia
 .





claustrophobic

 
/ˌklôstrəˈfōbik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) suffering from claustrophobia




•
 
crowds made him feel claustrophobic.










2.
 
(of a place or situation) inducing claustrophobia




•
 
the claustrophobic interior of the cruiser.














II.
 
noun




a person who suffers from claustrophobia.








III.
 
derivatives





claustrophobically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















claustrum

 
/ˈklôstrəm, ˈkloustrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a thin layer of gray matter in each cerebral hemisphere between the lentiform nucleus and the insula.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin.






clavate

 
/ˈklāvāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 club-shaped; thicker at the apex than at the base.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
clavatus

 , from Latin 
clava

 ‘club.’





clave1


 
/klāv/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
claves

 )


1.
 


[Music]

 one of a pair of hardwood sticks used to make a hollow sound when struck together.











– origin

 1920s: from Latin American Spanish, from Spanish 
clave

 ‘keystone,’ from Latin 
clavis

 ‘key.’





clave2


 
/klāv/






archaic past of cleave
 2
 .









clavichord

 
/ˈklavəˌkôrd/





I.
 
noun




a small, rectangular keyboard instrument producing a soft sound by means of metal blades attached to the ends of key levers that gently press the strings, popular from the early 15th to early 19th centuries.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
clavichordium

 , from Latin 
clavis

 ‘key’ + 
chorda

 ‘string.’






clavicle

 
/ˈklavək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 technical term for collarbone
 .








II.
 
derivatives





clavicular

 
/kləˈvikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
clavicula

 ‘small key,’ diminutive of 
clavis

 (because of its shape).





clavier

 
/kləˈvir/





I.
 
noun




a keyboard instrument, especially one with strings, such as the harpsichord.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from German 
Klavier

 , from French 
clavier

 , from medieval Latin 
claviarius

 ‘key bearer,’ from Latin 
clavis

 ‘key.’





claviform

 
/ˈklavəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 another term for clavate
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
clava

 ‘club’ + -iform.






claw

 
/klô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curved pointed horny nail on each digit of the foot in birds, lizards, and some mammals.




2.
 
either of a pair of small hooked appendages on an insect's leg.




3.
 
the pincer of a crab, scorpion, or other arthropod.




4.
 
a mechanical device resembling a claw, used for gripping or lifting.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or person) scratch or tear something with the claws or the fingernails




•
 
the kitten was 
clawing at

 Lowell's trouser leg




•
 


‹figurative›

 bitter jealousy 
clawed at

 her




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
her hands clawed his shoulders.










2.
 
clutch at something with the hands




•
 
his fingers 
clawed at

 the air.










3.
 
(
claw one's way

 )
 — make one's way with difficulty by hauling oneself forward with one's hands




•
 
he clawed his way over a pile of bricks.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
claw something away

 )
 — try desperately to move or remove something with the hands




•
 
rescuers clawed away rubble with their bare hands.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sailing ship) beat to windward




•
 
the ability to 
claw off

 a lee shore.














III.
 
phrases





get one's claws into








‹informal›

 enter into a possessive relationship with.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





claw something back






(of a government) recover money disbursed in the form of an allowance or benefit, typically by taxation.












V.
 
derivatives





clawless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
clawu

 (noun), 
clawian

 (verb); related to Dutch 
klauw

 and German 
Klaue

 .





clawback

 
/ˈklôbak/






noun




the recovery of money already disbursed




•
 
funds that are not subject to any clawback by the government.



















clawed

 
/klôd/






adjective



1.
 
having a curved pointed horny nail on each digit




•
 
a clawed hand grabbed for me




•
 
scaly creatures with beaks and clawed feet




•
 [
in combination

 ]
 
two Asian short-clawed otters.










2.
 
(of crabs, lobsters, and other arthropods) having pincers




•
 
clawed lobsters are found in Nova Scotia.



















clawed frog






noun




a frog with a flattened body and claws on the hind toes.

[
Xenopus

 and other genera, family 
Pipidae

 : several species. See also Xenopus
 .]













claw foot





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a foot on a piece of furniture or a standing fixture, shaped to resemble a claw.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an excessively arched foot with an unnaturally high instep.








II.
 
derivatives





claw-footed






adjective





















claw hammer

 
/ˈklô ˌhamər/






noun



1.
 
a hammer with one side of the head split and curved, used for extracting nails.




2.
 
(
clawhammer

 )
 — a style of banjo playing in which the thumb and fingers strum or pluck the strings in a downward motion.














clay

 
/klā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stiff, sticky fine-grained earth, typically yellow, red, or bluish-gray in color and often forming an impermeable layer in the soil. It can be molded when wet, and is dried and baked to make bricks, pottery, and ceramics.




2.
 


‹technical›

 sediment with particles smaller than silt, typically less than 0.00016 inch (0.004 mm).




3.
 
a hardened clay surface for a tennis court.




4.
 


‹literary›

 the substance of the human body




•
 
this lifeless clay.














II.
 
phrases





feet of clay






see foot
 .












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clayey

 
/ˈklāē /






adjective













2.
 
clayish






adjective













3.
 
claylike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
clǣg

 ; related to Dutch 
klei

 , also to cleave
 2
 and climb
 .





Clay, Cassius

 
/klā/






see Ali, Muhammad2
 .









Clay, Henry






(1777–1852), US politician, statesman, and orator; nicknamed 
the Great Pacificator

 and 
the Great Compromiser

 . He was a leader of the anti-British “War Hawks” in 1811 and championed the Missouri Compromise 1820. He served as secretary of state 1825–29 and as a US senator from Kentucky 1806–07, 1810–11, 1831–42, 1849–52.









clay court






noun




a tennis court with a surface of hardened clay.




•
 
she began playing on a clay court and retired as the greatest women's tennis champion of all time.



















claymation

 
/ˌklāˈmāSH(ə)n /

 


‹trademark›

 Claymation





I.
 
noun




a method of animation in which clay figures are filmed using stop-motion photography.











– origin

 1980s: from clay
 + animation
 .





clay mineral






noun




any of a group of minerals that occur as minute sheetlike or fibrous crystals in clay. They are all hydrated aluminosilicates having layered crystal structures.













claymore

 
/ˈklāmôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a two-edged broadsword used by Scottish Highlanders.




2.
 
a single-edged broadsword having a hilt with a basketwork design, introduced in Scotland in the 16th century.




3.
 
a type of antipersonnel mine.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
claidheamh

 ‘sword’ + 
mór

 ‘great.’





clay pigeon

 
/ˌklā ˈpijən/






noun




a saucer-shaped piece of baked clay or other material thrown up in the air from a trap as a target for shooting.













-cle





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
article

 , 
particle

 , which were originally diminutives.











– origin

 via French from Latin 
-culus

 , 
-cula

 , 
-culum

 .






clean

 
/klēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from dirt, marks, or stains




•
 
the room was spotlessly clean




•
 
keep the wound clean.










2.
 
having been washed since last worn or used




•
 
a clean blouse.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of paper) not yet marked by writing or drawing




•
 
he copied the directions onto a clean sheet of paper.










4.
 
(of a person) attentive to personal hygiene




•
 
by nature he was clean and neat.










5.
 
free from pollutants or unpleasant substances




•
 
we will create a cleaner, safer environment.










6.
 
free from or producing relatively little radioactive contamination.




7.
 
morally uncontaminated; pure; innocent




•
 
clean living.










8.
 
not sexually offensive or obscene




•
 
it's all 
good clean fun






•
 
even when clean, his verses are very funny.










9.
 
showing or having no record of offenses or crimes




•
 
a clean driving license is essential for the job.










10.
 
played or done according to the rules




•
 
it was a good clean fight.










11.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 not possessing or containing anything illegal, especially drugs or stolen goods




•
 
I searched him and his luggage, and he was clean.










12.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) not taking or having taken drugs or alcohol.




13.
 
free from ceremonial defilement, according to Mosaic Law and similar religious codes.




14.
 
free from irregularities; having a smooth edge or surface




•
 
a clean fracture of the leg.










15.
 
having a simple, well-defined, and pleasing shape




•
 
the clean lines and pared-down planes of modernism.










16.
 
(of an action) smoothly and skillfully done




•
 
I still hadn't made a clean takeoff.










17.
 
(of a taste, sound, or smell) giving a clear and distinctive impression to the senses; sharp and fresh




•
 
clean, fresh, natural flavors.










18.
 
(of timber) free from knots.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
so as to be free from dirt, marks, or unwanted matter




•
 
the room had been washed clean.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize the completeness of a reported action, condition, or experience




•
 
he was knocked clean off his feet




•
 
I clean forgot her birthday.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something or someone) free of dirt, marks, or mess, especially by washing, wiping, or brushing




•
 
clean your teeth properly after meals




•
 
chair covers should be easy to clean




•
 
we 
cleaned

 Uncle Jim 
up

 and made him presentable




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he always expected other people to 
clean up after

 him




•
 (as 
noun

 
cleaning

 )
 
Anne will help with the cleaning.










2.
 
remove the innards of (fish or poultry) prior to cooking.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) clean as a whistle






see whistle
 .









2.
 
clean bill of health






see bill of health
 .









3.
 
clean someone's clock





a.
 


‹informal›

 give someone a beating




•
 
he went wild and cleaned everybody's clock down there in the dugout.










b.
 
defeat or surpass someone decisively.









4.
 
clean house





a.
 
do housework.




b.
 
eliminate corruption or inefficiency




•
 
unless our organization cleans house, it will be difficult to raise funds.















5.
 
clean one's plate






eat up all the food put on one's plate.









6.
 
a clean sweep





a.
 
the removal of all unwanted people or things in order to start afresh




•
 
the new leaders wanted to 
make a clean sweep of

 the discredited old order.










b.
 
the winning of all of a group of similar or related competitions, events, or matches




•
 
he was in reach of the nomination after a clean sweep of Tuesday's primaries.















7.
 
clean up one's act








‹informal›

 begin to behave in a better way, especially by giving up alcohol, drugs, or illegal activities




•
 
the casino industry is bent on cleaning up its act.















8.
 
come clean








‹informal›

 be completely honest; keep nothing hidden




•
 
the company has refused to come clean about its pollution record.















9.
 
have clean hands






be uninvolved and blameless with regard to an immoral act




•
 
no one involved in the conflict has clean hands.















10.
 
keep one's hands clean






not involve oneself in an immoral act.









11.
 
keep one's nose clean






see nose
 .









12.
 
make a clean breast of something (or make a clean breast of it)






confess fully one's mistakes or wrongdoings.









13.
 
make a clean job of something








‹informal›

 do something thoroughly.









14.
 
wipe the slate clean






see wipe
 .












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
clean someone out








‹informal›

 use up or take all someone's money




•
 
they were cleaned out by the Englishman at the baccarat table.















2.
 
clean up





a.
 
make things or an area clean or neat




•
 
he was in the kitchen, cleaning up.










b.
 


‹informal›

 make a substantial gain or profit.




c.
 
win all the prizes available in a sporting competition or series of events




•
 
the Germans cleaned up at Wimbledon.















3.
 
clean something up






restore order or morality to




•
 
the police chief was given the job of cleaning up a notorious district.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cleanable

 
/ˈklēnəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
cleanish






adjective













3.
 
cleanness

 
/ˈklēnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
clǣne

 ; related to Dutch and German 
klein

 ‘small.’





clean and jerk






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a two-movement weightlifting exercise in which a weight is raised above the head following an initial lift to shoulder level.













clean-cut

 
/ˈklēn ˈˌkət/






adjective



1.
 
sharply outlined




•
 
the normally clean-cut edge between sea and land has become blurred.










2.
 
giving the appearance of neatness and respectability




•
 
the ad featured two clean-cut teenagers.



















cleaner

 
/ˈklēnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that cleans something, in particular




2.
 
a person employed to clean the interior of a building.




3.
 
(
the cleaners

 )
 — a place of business where clothes and fabrics are dry-cleaned




•
 
my suit's at the cleaners.










4.
 
a device for cleaning, such as a vacuum cleaner.




5.
 
a chemical substance used for cleaning




•
 
an oven cleaner.














II.
 
phrases





take someone to the cleaners





a.
 


‹informal›

 take all someone's money or possessions in a dishonest or unfair way.




b.
 
inflict a crushing defeat on someone




•
 
the Blue Jays went home and were taken to the cleaners by the Red Sox.























cleaner fish






noun




a small fish, especially a striped wrasse, that is permitted to remove parasites from the skin, gills, and mouth of larger fishes, to their mutual benefit.

[Genus 
Labroides

 , family 
Labridae

 : several species, in particular 
L. dimidiatus

 .]













clean-limbed

 
/ˌklēnˈlimd/






adjective




(especially of the human figure) slim; well formed and shapely.













cleanliness

 
/ˈklenlēnəs/






noun




the state or quality of being clean or being kept clean




•
 
standards of cleanliness have been criticized by patients and visitors




•
 
she had an obsession with personal cleanliness and spent much of her time in the bathroom.



















cleanly





I.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˈklēnlē /



1.
 
in a way that produces no dirt, noxious gases, or other pollutants




•
 
the engine burns very cleanly.










2.
 
without difficulty or impediment; smoothly and efficiently




•
 
he vaulted cleanly through the open window.







[Old English 
clǣnlīce

 (see clean
 , -ly
 2
 ).]








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈklenlē /



1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person or animal) habitually clean and careful to avoid dirt.

[Old English 
clǣnlīc

 (see clean
 , -ly
 1
 ).]













clean-out

 
/ˈklēnout/






noun



1.
 
an instance of thoroughly cleaning the inside of something




•
 
the entire sewer is having a clean-out.










2.
 
an instance of removing and disposing of unwanted items or material




•
 
I had a wardrobe clean-out, and I gave away two full bags of clothes




•
 


‹figurative›

 the leadership of this company needs a clean-out.



















clean room






noun




an environment free from dust and other contaminants, used chiefly for the manufacture of electronic components.













cleanse

 
/klenz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something, especially the skin) thoroughly clean




•
 
this preparation will cleanse and tighten the skin




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cleansing

 )
 
a cleansing cream.










2.
 
rid (a person, place, or thing) of something seen as unpleasant, unwanted, or defiling




•
 
the mission to 
cleanse

 the nation 
of

 subversives.










3.
 
free (someone) from sin or guilt.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 (in biblical translations) cure (a leper).











– origin

 Old English 
clǣnsian

 , from 
clǣne

 (see clean
 ).





cleanser

 
/ˈklenzər/






noun




a substance that cleanses something, in particular a cosmetic product for cleansing the skin.













clean-shaven

 
/ˈklēn ˈˌSHāvən/






adjective




(of a man) without a beard or mustache.













cleanskin

 
/ˈklēnˌskin/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who does not have an existing criminal record or who has not attracted the attention of police or security forces




•
 
intelligence officials have been concerned for some time about the threat posed by cleanskins.










2.
 
(also 
clearskin

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(Austral./NZ)

 an animal that has not been branded with the owner's mark


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Delacy began the trapping and branding of cleanskin cattle.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a bottle of wine whose label does not identify the producer, typically sold at a low price




•
 
Steve bought a cleanskin ($16) from the local tavern.



















clean slate






noun




an absence of existing restraints or commitments




•
 
no government starts with a clean slate.



















cleanup

 
/ˈklēnˌəp/






noun



1.
 
an act of making a place clean or tidy




•
 
an environmental cleanup.










2.
 
an act of removing or putting an end to disorder, immorality, or crime.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 the fourth position in a team's batting order, typically reserved for a power hitter likely to clear the bases by enabling any runners to score




•
 
L.A.'s cleanup hitter smacked a fastball over the left-field fence




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he garnered a certain amount of attention while playing right field and batting cleanup.




















clear

 
/ˈklir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easy to perceive, understand, or interpret




•
 
the voice on the telephone was clear and strong




•
 
clear and precise directions




•
 
her handwriting was clear




•
 
am I 
making myself clear

 ?










2.
 
leaving no doubt; obvious or unambiguous




•
 
it was 
clear that

 they were in a trap




•
 
a clear case of poisoning.










3.
 
having or feeling no doubt or confusion




•
 
every student must be clear about what is expected.










4.
 
(of a substance) transparent




•
 
the clear glass of the French windows




•
 
a stream of clear water.










5.
 
free of cloud, mist, or rain




•
 
the day was fine and clear.










6.
 
(of a person's skin) free from blemishes.




7.
 
(of a person's eyes) unclouded; shining




•
 
I looked into her clear gray eyes.










8.
 
(of a color) pure and intense




•
 
clear blue delphiniums.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a fire) burning with little smoke




•
 
a bright, clear flame.










10.
 
free of any obstructions or unwanted objects




•
 
with a clear road ahead, he shifted into high gear




•
 
I had a clear view in both directions




•
 
his desktop was almost clear.










11.
 
(of a period of time) free of any appointments or commitments




•
 
the following Saturday Mattie had a clear day.










12.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) free of something undesirable or unpleasant




•
 
after 18 months of treatment he was 
clear of

 TB.










13.
 
(of a person's mind) free of something that impairs logical thought




•
 
in the morning, with a clear head, she would tackle all her problems.










14.
 
(of a person's conscience) free of guilt.




15.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
clear of

 )
 — not touching; away from




•
 
the truck was wedged in the ditch, one wheel clear of the ground.










16.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a sum of money) net




•
 
a clear profit of $1,100.










17.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting a palatalized form of 
l

 (as in 
salad

 or 
willing

 ) in some southern US accents or as in 
leaf

 in Irish accents.

Often contrasted with dark
 .








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
so as to be out of the way of or away from




•
 
he leapt 
clear of

 the car




•
 
stand clear, I'll start the plane up.










2.
 
so as not to be obstructed or cluttered




•
 
the floor had been swept 
clear of

 litter.










3.
 
completely




•
 
he had time to get clear away.










4.
 
(
clear to

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 all the way to




•
 
you could see clear to the bottom of the lagoon.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become clear, in particular




2.
 
(of the sky or weather) become free of cloud or rain




•
 
we'll go out if the weather clears.










3.
 
(of a liquid) become transparent




•
 
a wine that refuses to clear.










4.
 
become free of obstructions




•
 
the boy's lungs cleared and he began to breathe more easily.










5.
 
gradually go away or disappear




•
 
the fever clears in two to four weeks




•
 
the mist had 
cleared away

 .










6.
 
(of a person's face or expression) assume a happier aspect following previous confusion or distress




•
 
for a moment, Sam was confused; then his expression cleared.










7.
 
(of a person's mind) regain the capacity for logical thought; become free of confusion




•
 
his mind cleared and he began to reflect.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) clear, in particular




9.
 
remove an obstruction or unwanted item or items from




•
 
the driveway had been 
cleared of

 snow




•
 
Carolyn cleared the table.










10.
 
free (land) for cultivation or building by removing vegetation or existing structures.




11.
 
free (one's mind) of unpleasantness or confusion




•
 
even the final clue failed to clear his mind.










12.
 
cause people to leave (a building or place)




•
 
the police shouted a warning and cleared the streets.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (an obstruction or unwanted item) from somewhere




•
 
snow was cleared from the storm drains




•
 
park staff 
cleared away

 dead trees.










14.
 


[chiefly Soccer]

 send (the ball) away from the area near one's goal.




15.
 
discharge (a debt).




16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get past or over (something) safely or without touching it




•
 
the plane rose high enough to clear the trees.










17.
 
jump (a specified height) in a competition




•
 
she cleared 1.50 meters in the high jump.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — show or declare (someone) officially to be innocent




•
 
the commission had 
cleared

 the weightlifter 
of

 cheating.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give official approval or authorization to




•
 
I cleared him to return to his squadron.










20.
 
get official approval for (something)




•
 
the press releases had to be 
cleared with

 the White House.










21.
 
(of a person or goods) satisfy the necessary requirements to pass through (customs)




•
 
I can help her to clear customs quickly.










22.
 
pass (a check) through a clearinghouse so that the money goes into the payee's account




•
 
the check could not be cleared until Monday.










23.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a check) pass through a clearinghouse so that the money goes into the payee's account.




24.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — earn or gain (an amount of money) as a net profit




•
 
I would hope to clear $50,000 profit.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as clear as mud






see mud
 .









2.
 
clear the air





a.
 
make the air less sultry.




b.
 
defuse or clarify an angry, tense, or confused situation by frank discussion




•
 
it's time a few things were said to clear the air.















3.
 
(as) clear as a bell






see bell
 1
 .









4.
 
(as) clear as day






very easy to see or understand.









5.
 
clear the decks






prepare for a particular event or goal by dealing with anything beforehand that might hinder progress.









6.
 
clear the name of






show to be innocent




•
 
the spokesman released a statement attempting to clear his client's name.















7.
 
clear one's throat






cough slightly so as to speak more clearly, attract attention, or to express hesitancy before saying something awkward.









8.
 
clear the way





a.
 
remove an obstacle or hindrance to allow progress




•
 
the ruling could be enough to clear the way for impeachment proceedings.










b.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — stand aside




•
 
Stand back, there! Clear the way!















9.
 
in clear






not encrypted; not in code




•
 
the Russian staff practice of sending radio messages and orders in clear.















10.
 
in the clear






no longer in danger or suspected of something




•
 
the latest information put her in the clear.















11.
 
out of a (or the) clear blue sky






as a complete surprise




•
 
his moods blew up suddenly out of a clear blue sky.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
clear off






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go away




•
 
“Clear off!” he yelled.















2.
 
clear out








‹informal›

 leave quickly.









3.
 
clear something out






remove the contents from something so as to tidy it or free it for alternative use




•
 
they told her to clear out her desk by the next day.















4.
 
clear up





a.
 
(of an illness or other medical condition) become cured




•
 
all my health problems cleared up.










b.
 
(of the weather) become brighter.




c.
 
(of rain) stop.









5.
 
clear something up





a.
 
(also 
clear up

 )
 — tidy something up by removing trash or other unwanted items




•
 
he decided to clear up his garage




•
 
I keep meaning to come down here and clear up.










b.
 
remove trash or other unwanted items to leave something tidy




•
 
he asked the boys to clear up their mess.










c.
 
solve or explain something




•
 
he wanted to clear up some misconceptions.










d.
 
cure an illness or other medical condition




•
 
folk customs prescribed sage tea to clear up measles.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clearable






adjective













2.
 
clearness

 
/ˈkli(ə)rnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cler

 , from Latin 
clarus

 .





clearance

 
/ˈklirəns/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of removing or getting rid of something or of something's dispersing




•
 
cleaning of the machine should include clearance of blockages




•
 
there will be sunny intervals after clearance of any early mist.










2.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — the removal of buildings, people, or trees from land so as to free it for alternative uses




•
 
slum clearance accelerated during the 1960s




•
 
forest clearances.










3.
 
(in soccer and other games) a kick or hit that sends the ball out of a defensive zone.




4.
 
official authorization for something to proceed or take place




•
 
getting diplomatic clearance to fly into or over a country is not always easy.










5.
 
(also 
security clearance

 )
 — official permission for someone to have access to classified information




•
 
these people don't have clearance.










6.
 
permission for an aircraft to take off or land at an airport




•
 
he took off without air traffic clearance.










7.
 
the clearing of a person or ship by customs.




8.
 
a certificate showing that clearance of a person or ship has been granted.




9.
 
the process of clearing checks through a clearinghouse.




10.
 
clear space allowed for a thing to move past or under another




•
 
always give cyclists plenty of clearance.



















clearance sale

 
/ˈklirəns sāl/






noun




a sale of goods at reduced prices to get rid of superfluous stock or because the store is closing down.













clear-cut

 
/ˈkli(ə)r ˈˌkət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharply defined; easy to perceive or understand




•
 
we now had a clear-cut objective.










2.
 
(of an area) from which every tree has been cut down and removed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut down and remove every tree from (an area)




•
 
colonizers who clear-cut large jungle tracts.



















clear-eyed

 
/ˈklirīd/






adjective



1.
 
having unclouded, bright eyes




•
 
a handsome, clear-eyed young man.










2.
 
having a shrewd understanding and no illusions




•
 
clear-eyed about human nature.



















Clearfield

 
/ˈklirfēld/






a city in northern Utah, southwest of Ogden and of Hill Air Force Base, which is central to its economy; pop. 27,851 (est. 2008).









clearheaded

 
/klirˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




alert and thinking logically and coherently.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clearheadedly






adverb













2.
 
clearheadedness






noun





















clearing

 
/ˈkliriNG/






noun




an open space in a forest, especially one cleared for cultivation.













clearinghouse

 
/ˈkliriNGˌhous /

 
clearing house
 , c.h.
 , C.H.






noun



1.
 
a bankers' establishment where checks and bills from member banks are exchanged, so that only the balances need be paid in cash.




2.
 
an agency or organization that collects and distributes something, especially information.













clearly

 
/ˈklirlē/






adverb



1.
 
in such a way as to allow easy and accurate perception or interpretation




•
 
the ability to write clearly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
on white paper, the seeds are clearly visible.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — without doubt; obviously




•
 
clearly, there have been disasters and reversals here.



















clear-sighted

 
/ˈkli(ə)r sīdid/





I.
 
adjective




thinking clearly and sensibly; perspicacious and discerning




•
 
a clear-sighted sense of what is possible and appropriate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clear-sightedly






adverb













2.
 
clear-sightedness






noun





















clear-thinking






adjective




able to think clearly; discerning




•
 
she impressed me as a serious, clear-thinking scholar.



















Clearwater

 
/ˈkli(ə)rˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






a city in west central Florida, on the Gulf of Mexico, west of Tampa; pop. 105,774 (est. 2008).









Clearwater Mountains






a range in northern Idaho, part of the Rocky Mountains.









clearwing

 
/ˈklirwiNG /

 
clearwing moth






noun




a day-flying moth that has narrow mainly transparent wings and mimics a wasp or bee in appearance.

[Family 
Sesiidae

 : several genera and many species, including the hornet moth.]














cleat

 
/klēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a T-shaped piece of metal or wood, especially on a boat or ship, to which ropes are attached.




2.
 
one of a number of projecting pieces of metal, rubber, or other material on the sole of a shoe, designed to prevent the wearer from losing their footing.




3.
 
(
cleats

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 athletic shoes with a cleated sole, typically used when playing football.




4.
 
an attachment for the sole of a cyclist's shoe which clips on to a pedal, keeping the foot in place while cycling and increasing the application of force to the pedal.




•
 
I think more or less everyone who has used cleats has fallen off at some stage.










5.
 
a projection on a spar or other part of a ship, to prevent slipping.




6.
 
a small wedge, especially one on a plow or scythe.








II.
 
derivatives





cleated

 
/ˈklēdəd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘wedge’); related to Dutch 
kloot

 ‘ball, sphere’ and German 
Kloss

 ‘clod, dumpling,’ also to clot
 and clout
 .





cleavage

 
/ˈklēvij/






noun



1.
 
a sharp division; a split




•
 
a system dominated by the class cleavage.










2.
 
the hollow between a woman's breasts when supported, especially as exposed by a low-cut garment.




3.
 


[Biology]

 cell division, especially of a fertilized egg cell.




4.
 
the splitting of rocks or crystals in a preferred plane or direction.














cleave1


 
/klēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
split or sever (something), especially along a natural line or grain




•
 
the large ax his father used to cleave wood for the fire.










2.
 
split (a molecule) by breaking a particular chemical bond.




3.
 
make a way through (something) forcefully, as if by splitting it apart




•
 
they watched a coot cleave the smooth water




•
 
Stan was off, 
cleaving a path through

 the traffic




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an unstoppable warrior 
clove through

 their ranks.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 (of a cell) divide




•
 
the egg cleaves to form a mulberry-shaped cluster of cells.














II.
 
derivatives





cleavable

 
/ˈklēvəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
clēofan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
klieven

 and German 
klieben

 .






cleave2


 
/klēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
cleave to

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 stick fast to




•
 
Rose's mouth was dry, her tongue cleaving to the roof of her mouth.










2.
 


‹literary›

 adhere strongly to (a particular pursuit or belief)




•
 
part of why we cleave to sports is that excellence is so measurable.










3.
 


‹literary›

 become very strongly involved with or emotionally attached to (someone)




•
 
it was his choice to cleave to the Brownings.

















– origin

 Old English 
cleofian

 , 
clifian

 , 
clīfan

 ; related to Dutch 
kleven

 and German 
kleben

 , also to clay
 and climb
 .





cleaver

 
/ˈklēvər/






noun




a tool with a heavy broad blade, used by butchers for chopping meat.













Cleaver, Eldridge

 
/ˈklēvər/






(1935–98), US political activist. A leading member of the Black Panthers, he converted to the Nation of Islam and wrote 
Soul on Ice

 (1968) about the black experience.










cleavers

 
/ˈklēvərz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a widely distributed scrambling plant related to bedstraws, with hooked bristles on the stem, leaves, and seeds that cling to fur and clothing.

Also called goosegrass
 . [
Galium aparine

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
clīfe

 , related to cleave
 2
 .





Cleese, John

 
/klēz/






(1939–), English comic actor and writer, noted for television's 
Monty Python's Flying Circus

 (1969–74) and 
Fawlty Towers

 (1975–79); full name 
John Marwood Cleese

 . His movie acting credits include 
A Fish Called Wanda

 (1988) and 
The Pink Panther 2

 (2009).









clef

 
/klef/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 any of several symbols placed at the left-hand end of a staff, indicating the pitch of the notes written on it.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
clavis

 ‘key.’






cleft1


 
/kleft/





I.
 
past and past participle of cleave
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective




split, divided, or partially divided into two




•
 
a cleft chin.



















cleft2


 
/kleft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fissure or split, especially one in rock or the ground.




2.
 
a vertical indentation in the middle of a person's forehead or chin.




3.
 
a deep division between two parts of the body.











– origin

 Middle English 
clift

 : of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kluft

 and German 
Kluft

 , also to cleave
 1
 . The form of the word was altered in the 16th cent. by association with cleft
 1
 .






cleft lip





I.
 
noun




a congenital split in the upper lip on one or both sides of the center, often associated with a cleft palate.











usage:

 
Cleft lip

 is the standard, accepted term and should be used instead of 
harelip

 , which can cause offense.





cleft palate

 
/ˈkleft ˈpalət/






noun




a congenital split in the roof of the mouth.













cleft sentence






noun






[Grammar]

 a sentence in which an element is emphasized by being put in a separate clause with the use of an empty introductory word such as 
it

 or 
that

 , e.g., 
it's money we want

 ; 
it was today that I saw him

 ; 
that was the King you were talking to

 .













cleg

 
/kleɡ/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 another term for horsefly
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
kleggi

 .





cleistogamy

 
/klīˈstäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 self-fertilization that occurs within a permanently closed flower.








II.
 
derivatives





cleistogamous

 
/-əməs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kleistos

 ‘closed’ + 
-gamy

 (from 
gamos

 ‘marriage’).





clematis

 
/ˈklemədəs/





I.
 
noun




a climbing plant of the buttercup family that bears white, pink, or purple flowers and feathery seeds. Several kinds are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Clematis

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 Latin (also denoting the periwinkle), from Greek 
klēmatis

 , from 
klēma

 ‘vine branch.’





Clemenceau, Georges

 
/ˌklemənˈsō, ˌklāˌmäNˈsō/






(1841–1929), French statesman, prime minister 1906–09 and 1917–20; full name 
Georges Eugène Benjamin Clemenceau

 . At the Versailles peace talks he pushed hard for a punitive settlement with Germany, but failed to obtain all that he demanded.









clemency

 
/ˈklemənsē/





I.
 
noun




mercy; lenience




•
 
an appeal for clemency.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
clementia

 , from 
clemens

 , 
clement-

 ‘clement.’





Clemens, Roger

 
/ˈklemənz/






(1962–), US baseball player; full name 
William Roger Clemens

 ; known as 
the Rocket

 . In 2004, he became the first pitcher to have won seven Cy Young awards. He set and tied a major league record by twice (1986, 1996) striking out 20 batters during a nine-inning game. During his career 1984–2007, he played for the Boston Red Sox, Toronto Blue Jays, New York Yankees, and Houston Astros.









Clemens, Samuel Langhorne






see Twain, Mark
 .









clement

 
/ˈklemənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of weather) mild.




2.
 
(of a person or a person's actions) merciful.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
clemens

 , 
clement-

 .





Clement, St.






(1st century 
AD

 ), pope (bishop of Rome) 
c.

 88–
c.

 97, probably the third after St. Peter; known as 
St. Clement of Rome

 . Feast day, November 23.









Clemente, Roberto

 
/kləˈmentā, -tē/






(1934–72), US baseball player; born in Puerto Rico; full name 
Roberto Clemente Walker

 . An outfielder for the Pittsburgh Pirates 1955–72, he was a four-time National League batting champion. He was killed in an airplane crash on his way to bring aid to Nicaraguan earthquake victims. Baseball Hall of Fame (1973).









clementine

 
/ˈklemənˌtin ˈklemənˌtīn/





I.
 
noun




a tangerine of a deep orange-red North African variety that is grown around the Mediterranean and in South Africa.











– origin

 1920s: from French 
clémentine

 , from the male given name 
Clément

 .





Clement of Alexandria, St.

 
/ˈklemənt/






(
c.

 150–
c.

 215), Greek theologian; Latin name 
Titus Flavius Clemens

 . He related the ideas of Greek philosophy to the Christian faith. Feast day, December 5.









Clemson

 
/ˈklemsən/






a city in northwestern South Carolina, home to Clemson University; pop. 13,012 (est. 2008).










clenbuterol

 
/ˌklenˈbyo͞odəˌrôl ˌklenˈbyo͞odəˌrōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used in the treatment of asthma and other respiratory diseases and also in veterinary obstetrics. It also promotes the growth of muscle and has been used illegally by athletes to enhance performance.











– origin

 1970s: from 
c(h)l(oro-)

 + 
(ph)en(yl)

 + 
but(yl)

 + 
er

 + -ol
 .






clench

 
/klen(t)SH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to the fingers or hand) close into a tight ball, especially when feeling extreme anger


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she clenched her fists, struggling for control




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
John's right hand 
clenched into

 a fist




•
 (as 
adj.

 
clenched

 )
 
he struck the wall with his clenched fist.










2.
 
(with reference to the teeth) press or be pressed tightly together, especially with anger or determination or so as to suppress a strong emotion


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her teeth clenched in anger.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grasp (something) tightly, especially with the hands or between the teeth




•
 
he clenched the steering wheel so hard that the car wobbled.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a muscular part of the body) tighten or contract sharply, especially with strong emotion




•
 
Mark felt his stomach clench in alarm.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a contraction or tightening of part of the body




•
 
she saw the anger rise, saw the clench of his fists.

















– origin

 Old English (in the sense of 
clinch

 ‘fix securely’): of Germanic origin; related to cling
 .





cleome

 
/klēˈōmē/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a chiefly tropical genus that includes the spider flower. Cleomes are noted for their long stamens.

[Genus 
Cleome

 , family 
Capparidaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek, denoting a different plant.





cleopatra

 
/ˌklēəˈpatrə/






noun




a European butterfly related to the brimstone, with wings that vary from pale cream to orange-yellow.

[
Gonepteryx cleopatra

 , family 
Pieridae

 .]













Cleopatra

 
/ˌklēəˈpatrə/






(69–30 
BC

 ), queen of Egypt 47–30; the last Ptolemaic (Macedonian dynasty) ruler; also known as 
Cleopatra VII

 . After a brief liaison with Julius Caesar, she formed a political and romantic alliance with Mark Antony. Their ambitions ultimately brought them into conflict with Rome, and they were defeated at the battle of Actium in 31. She is reputed to have committed suicide by allowing herself to be bitten by an asp.









Cleopatra's Needles






a pair of granite obelisks erected at Heliopolis by Tuthmosis III 
c.

 1475 
BC

 . They were taken from Egypt in 1878, one being set up on the Thames Embankment in London and the other in Central Park, New York. They have no known historical connection with Cleopatra.









clepsydra

 
/ˈklepsədrə/





I.
 
noun




an ancient time-measuring device worked by a flow of water.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
klepsudra

 , based on 
kleptein

 ‘steal’ + 
hudōr

 ‘water.’





clerestory

 
/ˈklirˌstôrē /

 
clearstory





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper part of the nave, choir, and transepts of a large church, containing a series of windows. It is clear of the roofs of the aisles and admits light to the central parts of the building.




2.
 
the windows in the clerestory of a church or similar windows in another building.




3.
 
a raised section of roof running down the center of a railroad car, with small windows or ventilators.











– origin

 late Middle English: from clear
 + story
 2
 .





clergy

 
/ˈklərjē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the body of all people ordained for religious duties, especially in the Christian Church




•
 
all marriages were to be solemnized by 
the clergy

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on ecclesiastical Latin 
clericus

 ‘clergyman’ (see cleric
 ).





clergyman

 
/ˈklərjēmən/






noun




a male priest, minister, or religious leader, especially a Christian one.













clergywoman

 
/ˈklərjēˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female priest, minister, or religious leader, especially a Christian one.














cleric

 
/ˈklerik/





I.
 
noun




a priest or religious leader, especially a Christian or Muslim one.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
clericus

 ‘clergyman,’ from Greek 
klērikos

 ‘belonging to the Christian clergy,’ from 
klēros

 ‘lot, heritage’ (Acts 1:26).





clerical

 
/ˈklerək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a job or person) concerned with or relating to work in an office, especially routine documentation and administrative tasks




•
 
temps are always needed for clerical work.










2.
 
of or relating to the clergy




•
 
he was still attired in his clerical outfit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clericalism

 
/ˈklerəkəlˌizəm /






noun





clerical
 (
sense

 2)













2.
 
clericalist

 
/ˈklerəkələst /






noun





clerical
 (
sense

 2)













3.
 
clerically






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from ecclesiastical Latin 
clericalis

 , from 
clericus

 ‘clergyman’ (see cleric
 ).






clerical collar

 
/ˈklerəkəl ˈkälər/






noun




a stiff upright white collar that fastens at the back, worn by the clergy in some churches.













clerihew

 
/ˈklerəˌhyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a short comic or nonsensical verse, typically in two rhyming couplets with lines of unequal length and referring to a famous person.











– origin

 1920s: named after Edmund 
Clerihew

 Bentley (1875–1956), the English writer who invented it.





clerisy

 
/ˈklerəsē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a distinct class of learned or literary people




•
 
the clerisy are those who read for pleasure.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: apparently influenced by German 
Klerisei

 , based on Greek 
klēros

 ‘heritage’ (see cleric
 ).





clerk

 
/klərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed in an office or bank to keep records and accounts and to undertake other routine administrative duties




•
 
the clerk inserted the bank's master key in the lower lock.










2.
 
an official in charge of the records of a local council or court




•
 
a clerk to the court.










3.
 
a lay officer of a cathedral, parish church, college chapel, etc.




•
 
a chapter clerk.










4.
 
(also 
desk clerk

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a receptionist in a hotel.




5.
 
an assistant in a store; a salesclerk.




6.
 
(also 
clerk in holy orders

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 a member of the clergy.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 work as a clerk




•
 
eleven of those who left college this year are clerking in auction houses.














III.
 
derivatives





clerkish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cleric

 , 
clerc

 (in the sense ‘ordained minister, literate person’), from ecclesiastical Latin 
clericus

 ‘clergyman’ (see cleric
 ); reinforced by Old French 
clerc

 , from the same source. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 16th cent.





clerkly

 
/ˈklərklē/






adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 of, relating to, or appropriate to a clerk




•
 
a list drawn up in a clerkly hand.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 scholarly; learned.













clerkship

 
/ˈklərkˌSHip/






noun




the position or status of a clerk, especially in the legal profession.













Clermont-Ferrand

 
/ˌklermôntfəˈrän/






an industrial city in central France, capital of the Auvergne region, at the center of the Massif Central; pop. 142,449 (2006).









C-level

 
c-level





I.
 
adjective




denoting the executive level of a corporation




•
 
a c-level corporate officer.

















– origin

 early 2000s: from the fact that initialisms for jobs at this level begin with C (for 
chief

 ).





Cleveland

 
/ˈklēvlənd/





I.
 
a major port and industrial city in northeastern Ohio, on Lake Erie and the Cuyahoga River; pop. 433,748 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southeastern Tennessee, northeast of Chattanooga; pop. 39,753 (est. 2008).









Cleveland, Grover






(1837–1908), 22nd and 24th president of the US 1885–89 and 1893–97; full name 
Stephen Grover Cleveland

 . A New York Democrat, he served as governor of his state 1883–85 before being elected to the presidency. During his first term, he championed civil service reform and revision of the tariff system. Although he was defeated for re-election by Benjamin Harrison in 1888, he was again elected in 1892. His second term was marked by his application of the Monroe Doctrine to Britain's border dispute with Venezuela in 1895.









Cleveland Heights






a city in northeastern Ohio, northeast of Cleveland; pop. 45,827 (est. 2008).









clever

 
/ˈklevər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
quick to understand, learn, and devise or apply ideas; intelligent




•
 
a clever and studious young woman




•
 
how 
clever of

 him to think of this!










2.
 
skilled at doing or achieving something; talented




•
 
he was 
clever at

 getting what he wanted




•
 
she is 
clever with

 her hands.










3.
 
showing intelligence or skill; ingenious




•
 
a simple but clever idea for helping people learn computing.










4.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 sensible; well-advised




•
 
it wasn't too clever, leaving Dolly alone.














II.
 
phrases





too clever by half








‹informal›

 annoyingly proud of one's intelligence or skill and in danger of overreaching oneself.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘quick to catch hold,’ only recorded in this period): perhaps of Dutch or Low German origin, and related to cleave
 2
 . In the late 16th cent. the term came to mean (probably through dialect use) ‘manually skillful’; the sense ‘possessing mental agility’ dates from the early 18th cent.





cleverly

 
/ˈklevərlē/






adverb




in an intelligent, original, or skillful way




•
 
a very cleverly worded letter




•
 
a mule that is cleverly disguised to look like a zebra.



















cleverness

 
/ˈklevərnəs/






noun




the quality of being clever; ingenuity or shrewdness




•
 
people marveled at his cleverness




•
 
the cleverness of her strategy.



















clevis

 
/ˈklevəs/





I.
 
noun




a U-shaped or forked metal connector within which another part can be fastened by means of a bolt or pin passing through the ends of the connector.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps related to cleave
 1
 .






clew

 
/klo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Sailing]

 the lower or after corner of a sail.




2.
 
(
clews

 )
 — the cords by which a hammock is suspended.




3.
 
(
clew

 )
 — a ball of thread (used especially with reference to the thread supposedly used by Theseus to mark his way out of the Cretan labyrinth).




4.
 
archaic variant of clue
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
clew a sail up

 )


1.
 
haul up the clews of a sail to the yard or into the mast ready for furling.




2.
 
(
clew a sail down

 )
 — lower an upper square sail by hauling down on the clew lines while slacking away on the halyard.











– origin

 Old English 
cliwen

 , 
cleowen

 (denoting a rounded mass, also a ball of thread), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kluwen

 . All senses are also recorded for the form clue
 .





CLI






abbreviation




short for cost-of-living index
 .













cliché

 
/klēˈSHā /

 
cliche





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a phrase or opinion that is overused and betrays a lack of original thought




•
 
the old cliché “one man's meat is another man's poison.”










2.
 
a very predictable or unoriginal thing or person




•
 
each building is a mishmash of tired clichés.










3.
 


[Printing]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a stereotype or electrotype.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, past participle (used as a noun) of 
clicher

 ‘to stereotype.’





clichéd

 
/klēˈSHād ˈklēˌSHād /

 
cliched






adjective




showing a lack of originality; based on frequently repeated phrases or opinions




•
 
the clichéd storytelling lacks that vital spark.



















cliché-ridden

 
cliche-ridden






adjective




(especially of a film or piece of writing) full of unoriginal or overused phrases or ideas




•
 
a cliché-ridden love-triangle melodrama




•
 
the chairman offered the usual cliché-ridden statement to the media.




















click

 
/klik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, sharp sound as of a switch being operated or of two hard objects coming quickly into contact




•
 
she heard the click of the door.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 an ingressive consonantal stop produced by sudden withdrawal of the tongue from the soft palate, front teeth, or back teeth and hard palate, occurring in some southern African and other languages.




3.
 


[Computing]

 an act of pressing a button on a mouse or similar device.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a short, sharp sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the key clicked in the lock and the door opened




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she clicked off the light




•
 
Martha clicked her tongue




•
 (as 
adj.

 
clicking

 )
 
the clicking cameras outside the church.










2.
 


[Computing]

 select an item in a graphical user interface by pressing a button on a mouse


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 


click on

 the illustration for a larger version




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
click the left mouse button twice.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 become suddenly clear or understandable




•
 
finally 
it clicked

 what all the fuss had been about.










4.
 
quickly become friendly or intimate




•
 
we just clicked, and I found myself falling in love




•
 
I didn't meet a woman who I really 
clicked with

 until I was 40.










5.
 
become successful or popular




•
 
I don't think this issue has 
clicked with

 the voters.














III.
 
phrases





click into place





a.
 
(of an object, especially part of a mechanism) fall smoothly into its allotted position.




b.
 
become suddenly clear and understandable




•
 
everything has clicked into place for the organization.





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): imitative.





clickable

 
/ˈklikəb(ə)l/






adjective






[Computing]

 (of text or images on a computer screen) such that clicking on them with a mouse will produce a reaction.













clickbait

 
/ˈklikbāt/






noun






‹informal›

 (on the Internet) content whose main purpose is to attract attention and encourage visitors to click on a link to a particular web page




•
 
these recent reports of the show's imminent demise are hyperbolic clickbait




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a clickbait article.




















click beetle






noun




a long, narrow beetle that can spring up with a click as a means of startling predators and escaping. Its larva is the wireworm.

Also called skipjack
 . [Family 
Elateridae

 : numerous genera.]













clicker

 
/ˈklikər/






noun



1.
 
a device that clicks.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a remote control keypad.













clickety-clack

 
/ˌklikədēˈklak/





I.
 
noun




a repeated clicking sound as of shoe heels on a hard surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


1.
 
move with a repeated clicking sound




•
 
the train clickety-clacked along the tracks.



















click fraud






noun




the practice of repeatedly clicking on an advertisement hosted on a website with the intention of generating revenue for the host site or draining revenue from the advertiser.




•
 
companies also analyze historical query information to detect and protect against click fraud.



















clickjacking

 
/ˈklikˌjakiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the malicious practice of manipulating a website user's activity by concealing hyperlinks beneath legitimate clickable content, thereby causing the user to perform actions of which they are unaware.




•
 
Microsoft has developed a technique to combat a common form of clickjacking.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of click
 and 
hijacking

 (see hijack
 ).





click language

 
/klik ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun




a language in which clicks are used.













click rate

 
click-through rate






noun






[Computing]

 the percentage of people visiting a web page who access a hypertext link to a particular advertisement.














clicks and mortar






noun




used to refer to a traditional business that has expanded its activities to operate also on the Internet


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a clicks-and-mortar strategy.







Compare with bricks and mortar
 .













click stop






noun




a control for the aperture of a camera lens that clicks into position at certain standard settings.













clickstream

 
/ˈklikstrēm/






noun




a series of mouse clicks made while using a website or in linking to multiple websites.













click-through






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 the action or facility of following a hypertext link to a particular website, especially a commercial one.




•
 
the site allows click-through to the entire book.




•
 
these reports reveal which of the ads are receiving the most click-throughs.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
click-through banners.




•
 
click-through revenue generated by pop-up ads.




•
 
the website offers quick click-through listings.










2.
 
(also 
click rate

 , 
click-through rate

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 the ratio of clicks that an Internet advertisement receives to page views of the advertisement




•
 
advertisers love high click-through




•
 
the average click-through rate is only about 6 percent.



















clickwrap

 
/ˈklikrap/






adjective




denoting a legal agreement for which acceptance is confirmed by clicking on a screen icon, such as for software use




•
 
do the clickwrap contracts adequately advise me of what the adware and spyware does?




















client

 
/ˈklīənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or organization using the services of a lawyer or other professional person or company




•
 
insurance tailor-made to a client's specific requirements.










2.
 
a person receiving social or medical services




•
 
a client referred for counseling.










3.
 
(also 
client state

 )
 — a nation that is dependent on another, more powerful nation.




4.
 


[Computing]

 (in a network) a desktop computer or workstation that is capable of obtaining information and applications from a server.




5.
 
(also 
client application

 or 
program

 )
 — a program that is capable of obtaining a service provided by another program.




6.
 
(in ancient Rome) a plebeian under the protection of a patrician.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 a dependent; a hanger-on.








II.
 
derivatives





clientship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cliens

 , 
client-

 , variant of 
cluens

 ‘heeding,’ from 
cluere

 ‘hear or obey.’ The term originally denoted a person under the protection and patronage of another, hence a person “protected” by a legal adviser (
sense

 1).





clientele

 
/ˌklīənˈtel ˌklēənˈtel/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
clients collectively




•
 
an upscale clientele.










2.
 
the customers of a shop, bar, or place of entertainment




•
 
the dancers don't mix with the clientele.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘clientship, patronage’): via French from Latin 
clientela

 ‘clientship,’ from 
cliens

 , 
client-

 (see client
 ).





clientelism

 
/ˌklīənˈtelˌizəm, ˌklē- /

 
clientism





I.
 
noun




a social order that depends upon relations of patronage; in particular, a political approach that emphasizes or exploits such relations.








II.
 
derivatives





clientelistic

 
/-telˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from Italian 
clientelismo

 ‘patronage system.’





client-server

 
/ˈˌklīənt ˈˌs(ə)rvər/






adjective






[Computing]

 denoting a computer system in which a central server provides data to a number of networked workstations.













cliff

 
/klif/





I.
 
noun




a steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea




•
 
a path along the top of rugged cliffs




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the cliff face.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clifflike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
cliffy

 
/ˈklifē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
clif

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
klif

 .





cliffhanger

 
/ˈklifˌhaNGər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ending to an episode of a serial drama that leaves the audience in suspense.




2.
 
a story or event with a strong element of suspense




•
 
the game was a cliffhanger right up to the final buzzer.














II.
 
derivatives





cliffhanging

 
/ˈklifˌhaNGiNG /






adjective





















Clifford, Clark

 
/ˈklifərd/






(1906–98), US attorney and public official; full name 
Clark McAdams Clifford

 . A key adviser to four Democratic presidents, he helped draft the legislation that established the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 1947 and the Department of Defense 1949.









Clifford, Nathan






(1803–81), US Supreme Court associate justice 1858–81. He was the US attorney general 1846–48 before being appointed to the Court by President Buchanan. He was an advocate of states' rights.









CliffsNotes

 
/ˈklifsnōts/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a brand name for a series of prepared notes used as study guides for literary works and other school and college subject matter.











– origin

 for 
Cliff

 Hillegass (1918–2001), US developer of the series.





clifftop

 
/ˈklifˌtäp/






noun




an area of land at the top of a cliff




•
 
the windswept clifftops




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
clifftop paths.



















Clift, Montgomery

 
/klift/






(1920–66), US actor; full name 
Edward Montgomery Clift

 . Notable movies: 
A Place in the Sun

 (1951), 
From Here to Eternity

 (1953), and 
Judgment at Nuremberg

 (1961).









Clifton

 
/ˈkliftən/






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, immediately west of Passaic; pop. 78,219 (est. 2008).










climacteric

 
/klīˈmaktərik ˌklīˌmakˈterik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a critical period or event




•
 
the first major climacteric in twentieth-century poetry.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the period of life when fertility and sexual activity are in decline; (in women) menopause.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the ripening period of certain fruits such as apples, involving increased metabolism and only possible while still on the tree.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having extreme and far-reaching implications or results; critical




•
 
Britain must possess so climacteric a weapon in order to deter an atomically armed enemy.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 occurring at, characteristic of, or undergoing the climacteric; (in women) menopausal.




3.
 


[Botany]

 (of a fruit) undergoing a climacteric.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘constituting a critical period in life’): from French 
climactérique

 or via Latin from Greek 
klimaktērikos

 , from 
klimaktēr

 ‘critical period,’ from 
klimax

 ‘ladder, climax.’





climactic

 
/klīˈmaktik kləˈmaktik/





I.
 
adjective




(of an action, event, or scene) exciting or thrilling and acting as a climax to a series of events




•
 
the film's climactic scenes.














II.
 
derivatives





climactically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from climax
 + -ic
 , probably influenced by climacteric
 . / 
usage:

 
Climactic

 and 
climatic

 are very similar in spelling and are often confused. 
Climactic

 means ‘forming a climax,’ as in the movie's climactic scene, while 
climatic

 means ‘relating to climate,’ as in prevailing climatic conditions.






climate

 
/ˈklīmit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long period




•
 
our cold, wet climate




•
 
agricultural development is constrained by climate.










2.
 
a region with particular prevailing weather conditions




•
 
vacationing in a warm climate.










3.
 
the prevailing trend of public opinion or of another aspect of public life




•
 
the current economic climate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
climat

 or late Latin 
clima

 , 
climat-

 , from Greek 
klima

 ‘slope, zone,’ from 
klinein

 ‘to slope.’ The term originally denoted a zone of the earth between two lines of latitude, then any region of the earth, and later, a region considered with reference to its atmospheric conditions. Compare with clime
 .





climate change

 
//






noun




a change in global or regional climate patterns, in particular a change apparent from the mid to late 20th century onwards and attributed largely to the increased levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide produced by the use of fossil fuels.













climate control

 
/ˈklīmit kənˈtrōl/






noun




another term for air conditioning
 .













climatic

 
/klīˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to climate




•
 
under certain climatic conditions, desert locusts increase in number.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
climatical

 
/klīˈmatikəl /






adjective













2.
 
climatically

 
/klīˈmatik(ə)lē /






adverb



















usage:

 See usage at climactic
 .





climatology

 
/ˌklīməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of climate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
climatological

 
/ˌklīmədəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
climatologist

 
/ˌklīməˈtäləjəst /






noun






















climax

 
/ˈklīˌmaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the most intense, exciting, or important point of something; a culmination or apex




•
 
the climax of her speech




•
 
a thrilling climax to the game.










2.
 
an orgasm.




3.
 


[Ecology]

 the final stage in a succession in a given environment, at which a plant community reaches a state of equilibrium


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a mixed hardwood climax forest.










4.
 


[Rhetoric]

 a sequence of propositions or ideas in order of increasing importance, force, or effectiveness of expression.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
culminate in an exciting or impressive event; reach a climax




•
 
the day 
climaxed with

 a gala concert.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (something) to a climax




•
 
the sentencing climaxed a seven-month trial.










3.
 
have an orgasm.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in rhetoric): from late Latin, from Greek 
klimax

 ‘ladder, climax.’ The sense ‘culmination’ arose in the late 18th cent.






climb

 
/klīm/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — go or come up (a slope, incline, or staircase), especially by using the feet and sometimes the hands; ascend




•
 
we began to climb the hill




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the air became colder as they climbed higher




•
 
he 
climbed up

 the steps slowly.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an aircraft or the sun) go upward




•
 
we decided to climb to 6,000 feet.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a road or track) slope upward or up




•
 
the track climbed steeply up a narrow, twisting valley.










4.
 
(of a plant) grow up (a wall, tree, or trellis) by clinging with tendrils or by twining




•
 
when ivy climbs a wall, it infiltrates any crack




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
there were roses 
climbing up

 the walls.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — grow in scale, value, or power




•
 
the stock market climbed 24 points




•
 
he climbed from a job as office messenger to president of the bank.










6.
 
move to a higher position in (a chart or table)




•
 
the song is climbing the adult-contemporary chart.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move with effort, especially into or out of a confined space; clamber




•
 
Howard started to climb out of the front seat




•
 
I climbed down a narrow ladder




•
 
he climbed to a high bough.










8.
 
(
climb into

 )
 — put on (clothes)




•
 
he climbed into his suit.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an ascent, especially of a mountain or hill, by climbing




•
 
the rigorous climb up the mountain




•
 


‹figurative›

 his long climb from poverty.










2.
 
a mountain, hill, or slope that is climbed or is to be climbed




•
 
the mountain is no easy climb.










3.
 
a recognized route up a mountain or cliff




•
 
this may be the hardest rock climb in the world.










4.
 
an aircraft's flight upward




•
 
we leveled out from the climb at 600 feet




•
 
rate of climb.










5.
 
a rise or increase in value, rank, or power




•
 
an above-average climb in prices.














III.
 
phrases





be climbing the walls








‹informal›

 feel frustrated, helpless, and trapped




•
 
his job soon had him climbing the walls.


















IV.
 
derivatives





climbable

 
/ˈklīməb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
climban

 ; related to Dutch and German 
klimmen

 , also to clay
 and cleave
 2
 .






climber

 
/ˈklīmər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that climbs




•
 
leopards are great tree climbers.










2.
 
a mountaineer.




3.
 
a climbing plant.




4.
 
see social climber
 .













climbing

 
/ˈklīmiNG/






noun




the sport or activity of ascending mountains or cliffs.













climbing euonymus






noun




another name for winter creeper
 .













climbing irons

 
/klīmiNG ˈī(ə)rnz/






plural noun




a set of spikes attached to boots for climbing trees or ice slopes.













climbing perch






noun




a small, edible freshwater fish that is able to breathe air and move over land, native to Africa and Asia.

[Family 
Anabantidae

 : three genera and several species, including 
Anabas testudinens

 .]














climbing wall

 
/ˈklīmiNG ˌwôl/






noun




a wall at a sports center or in a gymnasium fitted with attachments to simulate a rock face for climbing practice.













climb-out

 
/ˈklīmout/






noun




the part of a flight of an aircraft after takeoff and before it reaches a level altitude.














clime

 
/klīm/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
climes

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a region considered with reference to its climate




•
 
the Continent and its sunnier climes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
clima

 ‘zone’ (see climate
 ).





clin-






combining form





clino-
 shortened before a vowel.














clinch

 
/klin(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confirm or settle (a contract or bargain)




•
 
to clinch a business deal.










2.
 
conclusively settle (an argument or debate)




•
 
these findings clinched the matter.










3.
 
confirm the winning or achievement of (a game, competition, or victory)




•
 
his team clinched the title.










4.
 
secure (a nail or rivet) by driving the point sideways when it has penetrated.




5.
 
fasten (a rope or fishing line) with a clinch knot.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — grapple at close quarters, especially (of boxers) so as to be too closely engaged for full-arm blows.




7.
 
(of two people) embrace.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a struggle or scuffle at close quarters, especially (in boxing) one in which the fighters become too closely engaged for full-arm blows.




2.
 
an embrace, especially an amorous one




•
 
we went into a passionate clinch on the sofa.










3.
 
a knot used to fasten a rope to a ring or cringle, using a half hitch with the end seized back on its own part.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the senses ‘something that grips’ and ‘fix securely’): variant of clench
 .





clincher

 
/ˈklin(t)SHər/






noun



1.
 
a fact, argument, or event that settles a matter conclusively




•
 
his two-run double was the clincher.










2.
 
(in full 
clincher tire

 )
 — a bicycle or automobile tire that has flange beads that fit into the wheel rim.













Clinch River

 
/ˌklin(t)SH ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 300 miles (480 km) from southwestern Virginia into Tennessee where it passes the Norris Dam and Oak Ridge before joining the Tennessee River.










cline

 
/klīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuum with an infinite number of gradations from one extreme to the other




•
 
a point along a cline of activity.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a gradation in one or more characteristics within a species or other taxon, especially between different populations.

See also ecocline
 .








II.
 
derivatives





clinal

 
/ˈklīnl /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
klinein

 ‘to slope.’





Cline, Patsy

 
/klīn/






(1932–63), US country singer; born 
Virginia Petterson Hensley

 . Her hit recordings included 
“Crazy”

 (1961) and 
“Sweet Dreams of You”

 (1963).










cling

 
/kliNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
cling to/onto/on

 )


1.
 
(of a person or animal) hold on tightly to




•
 
she clung to Joe's arm




•
 
they clung together




•
 


‹figurative›

 she clung onto life.










2.
 
(
cling to

 )
 — adhere or stick firmly or closely to; be hard to part or remove from




•
 
the smell of smoke clung to their clothes




•
 
the fabric clung to her smooth skin.










3.
 
(
cling to

 )
 — remain very close to




•
 
the fish cling to the line of the weed.










4.
 
remain persistently or stubbornly faithful to something




•
 
she clung resolutely to her convictions.










5.
 
be overly dependent on someone emotionally




•
 
you are clinging to him for security.














II.
 
noun




a clingstone peach.








III.
 
derivatives





clinger






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
clingan

 ‘stick together,’ of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
klingen

 ‘adhere,’ Middle High German 
klingen

 ‘climb,’ also to clench
 .





cling film

 
/ˈkliNG ˌfilm/






noun




British term for plastic wrap
 .













clingfish

 
/ˈkliNGfiSH/






noun




a small fish occurring mainly in shallow or intertidal water, with a sucker for attachment to rocks and other surfaces.

[Family 
Gobiesocidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
shore clingfish

 (
Lepadogaster lepadogaster

 ) of Europe and West Africa.]













clinging

 
/ˈkliNGiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a garment) fitting closely to the body and showing its shape




•
 
she was wearing a clinging black dress.










2.
 
overly dependent on someone emotionally




•
 
she wasn't the clinging type.














II.
 
phrases





clinging vine






a person who is submissively dependent on another.


















clingstone

 
/ˈkliNGstōn/






noun




a peach or nectarine of a variety in which the flesh adheres to the stone.

Contrasted with freestone
 (
sense

 2).













clingy

 
/ˈkliNGē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or garment) liable to cling; clinging




•
 
at about 18 months my son became very clingy




•
 
clingy leggings.














II.
 
derivatives





clinginess






noun






















clinic

 
/ˈklinik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment or hospital department where outpatients are given medical treatment or advice, especially of a specialist nature




•
 
a mental health clinic.










2.
 
an occasion or time when outpatients are given medical treatment




•
 
we're now holding regular clinics.










3.
 
a gathering at a hospital bedside for the teaching of medicine or surgery.




4.
 
a conference or short course on a particular subject




•
 
a ski clinic.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘teaching of medicine at the bedside’): from French 
clinique

 , from Greek 
klinikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘bedside (art),’ from 
klinē

 ‘bed.’





clinical

 
/ˈklinək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the observation and treatment of actual patients rather than theoretical or laboratory studies




•
 
clinical medicine




•
 
clinical drug trials.










2.
 
(of a disease or condition) causing observable and recognizable symptoms




•
 
clinical depression.










3.
 
efficient and unemotional; coldly detached




•
 
the clinical detail of a textbook.










4.
 
(of a room or building) bare, functional, and clean.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
klinikē

 ‘bedside’ (see clinic
 ) + -al
 .





clinical death






noun




death as judged by the medical observation of cessation of vital functions. It is typically identified with the cessation of heartbeat and respiration, though modern resuscitation methods and life-support systems have required the introduction of the alternative concept of brain death.













clinical ecology






noun




an earlier name for environmental medicine
 .













clinically

 
/ˈkliniklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the observation and treatment of actual patients rather than theoretical or laboratory studies




•
 
a clinically proven effective treatment




•
 
the product would be developed and clinically tested in Denmark.










2.
 
in a way that causes observable and recognizable symptoms




•
 
this is manifested clinically as a heart attack




•
 
he has been diagnosed as clinically depressed.










3.
 
in a very efficient and detached way




•
 
they calmly and clinically documented the ongoing destruction




•
 
they used murder as a cold-blooded and clinically calculated means to a political end.










4.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a bare, functional, and clean way




•
 
the clinically clean kitchen design is curiously devoid of atmosphere




•
 
a clinically lit room.



















clinical psychology

 
/ˈklinəkəl sīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of psychology concerned with the assessment and treatment of mental illness and disability.








II.
 
derivatives





clinical psychologist






noun





















clinical thermometer

 
/ˈklinəkəl THərˈmämədər/






noun




a small medical thermometer with a short but finely calibrated range, for taking a person's temperature.













clinician

 
/kləˈniSHən/






noun




a doctor having direct contact with and responsibility for patients, rather than one involved with theoretical or laboratory studies.














clink1


 
/kliNGk/





I.
 
noun




a sharp ringing sound, such as that made when metal or glass are struck




•
 
a clink of keys




•
 
the clink of ice in tall glasses.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a clink


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his ring clinked against the crystal




•
 (as 
adj.

 
clinking

 )
 
clinking chains




•
 (as 
noun

 
clinking

 )
 
the clinking of glasses




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I heard Suzie clink a piece of crockery.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike (a glass or glasses) with another to express friendly feelings toward one's companions before drinking




•
 
she 
clinked

 her glass 
on

 mine.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): probably from Middle Dutch 
klinken

 .





clink2


 
/kliNGk/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 prison




•
 
he was put in the clink for six days.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally denoting a prison in Southwark, London): of unknown origin.





clinker1


 
/ˈkliNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the stony residue from burned coal or from a furnace.




2.
 
(also 
clinker brick

 )
 — a brick with a vitrified surface.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
klinckaerd

 (earlier form of 
klinker

 ), from 
klinken

 ‘to clink.’





clinker2


 
/ˈkliNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 something that is unsatisfactory, of poor quality, or a failure




•
 
marketing couldn't save such clinkers as these films.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a wrong musical note.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a person or thing that clinks): from clink
 1
 + -er
 1
 . The current sense (with depreciatory reference) dates from the 1930s.





clinker-built

 
/ˈkliNGkərˌbilt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a boat) having external planks secured with clinched nails such that the bottom edge of an upper plank overlaps the upper edge of a lower plank.

Compare with carvel-built
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
clinker

 from 
clink

 (northern English variant of clinch
 ).






clino-

 
clin-






combining form




slant; slope




•
 
clinometer.



















clinometer

 
/klīˈnamədər/





I.
 
noun






[Surveying]

 an instrument used for measuring the angle or elevation of slopes.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
klinein

 ‘to slope’ + -meter
 .





clinopyroxene

 
/ˌklīnōpīˈräksēn/





I.
 
noun




a mineral of the pyroxene group crystallizing in the monoclinic system.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
clino-

 in the sense ‘monoclinic’ + pyroxene
 .





clinquant

 
/ˈkliNGkənt/





I.
 
adjective




glittering with gold and silver; tinseled.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
imitation gold leaf.




2.
 
literary or artistic tinsel; false glitter.













Clinton

 
/ˈklint(ə)n/





I.
 
a city in east central Iowa, on the Mississippi River; pop. 26,407 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southwest central Mississippi, west of Jackson; pop. 26,313 (est. 2008).









Clinton, Bill






(1946–), 42nd president of the US 1993–2001; full name 
William Jefferson Blythe Clinton

 . An Arkansas Democrat, he served as governor of his state 1979–81, 1983–93 before becoming president. During his first term, he worked with a Republican-controlled Congress to balance the budget. His second term saw economic prosperity as well as international crises in the Middle East and Yugoslavia. Problems that included contested allegations of financial and sexual misconduct escalated, and in 1998 he became the second president ever to be impeached, in his case, on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice. He was acquitted by the Senate in 1999.









Clinton, DeWitt






(1769–1828), US politician. Among his political positions, he was a member of the New York legislature 1798–1802, 1806–11, a US senator 1802–03, and mayor of New York City 1803–07, 1808–10, 1811–15. As governor of New York 1817–23, 1825–28, he was a champion of the Erie Canal.









Clinton, George






(1739–1812), US politician. He was governor of New York 1777–95, 1801–04 and vice president of the US 1805–12.









Clinton, Hillary Rodham






(1947–), US first lady and stateswoman; secretary of state 2009–13. As first lady during Bill Clinton's administration 1993–2001, she was noted for her work on health care reform. She served in the US Senate 2001–09 as a Democrat from New York.










Clio

 
/ˈklīō ˈklēō/





I.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 the Muse of history.




II.
 
an award given annually for advertising achievement in television, radio, billboards, and other media.







– origin

 from Greek 
kleiein

 ‘celebrate.’





cliometrics

 
/ˌklīəˈmetriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a technique for the interpretation of economic history, based on the statistical analysis of large-scale numerical data from population censuses, parish registers, and similar sources.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cliometric






adjective













2.
 
cliometrician

 
/-meˈtriSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1960s (originally US): from Clio
 , on the pattern of words such as 
econometrics

 .





clip1


 
/klip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device, typically flexible or worked by a spring, for holding an object or objects together or in place.




2.
 
a clip used to hold paper currency.




3.
 
a piece of jewelry fastened by a clip.




4.
 
a metal holder containing cartridges for an automatic firearm.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
adverbial of place

 ]


1.
 
fasten or be fastened with a clip or clips


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she clipped on a pair of diamond earrings




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the panels simply clip onto the framework.

















– origin

 Old English 
clyppan

 (verb). The noun use dates from the late 15th cent.





clip2


 
/klip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut short or trim (hair, wool, nails, or vegetation) with shears or scissors




•
 
clipping the hedge.










2.
 
trim or remove the hair or wool of (an animal)




•
 
how to clip your horse.










3.
 
(
clip something off

 )
 — cut off a thing or part of a thing with shears or scissors




•
 
he clipped off a piece of wire




•
 


‹figurative›

 she clipped nearly two seconds off the world record.










4.
 
cut (a section) from a newspaper or magazine




•
 
a photograph clipped from a magazine.










5.
 
pare the edge of (a coin), especially illicitly




•
 
they clipped the edges of gold coins and melted the clippings down.










6.
 
speak (words) in a quick, precise, staccato manner




•
 
“Yes?” The word was clipped short




•
 (as 
adj.

 
clipped

 )
 
cold, clipped tones.










7.
 


[Computing]

 process (an image) so as to remove the parts outside a certain area.




8.
 


[Electronics]

 truncate the amplitude of (a signal) above or below predetermined levels.




9.
 
strike briskly or with a glancing blow




•
 
the steamroller clipped some parked cars




•
 
branches clipped his face.










10.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 swindle or rob (someone)




•
 
in all the years he ran the place, he was clipped only three times.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 move quickly in a specified direction




•
 
we clip down the track.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of clipping or trimming something




•
 
I gave him a full clip.










2.
 
a short sequence taken from a movie or broadcast




•
 
clips from earlier shows.










3.
 
(also 
wool clip

 )
 — the quantity of wool clipped from a sheep or flock.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a quick or glancing blow




•
 
you need a clip on the jaw.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a specified speed or rate of movement, especially when rapid




•
 
we crossed the dance floor at a fast clip.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a clip








(US)

 
‹informal›

 at a time; all at once




•
 
I spent several days with him, eight hours at a clip.















2.
 
clip the wings of





a.
 
trim the feathers of (a bird) so as to disable it from flight.




b.
 
prevent (someone) from acting freely; check the aspirations of




•
 
he finally clipped the wings of his high-flying chief of staff.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
klippa

 , probably imitative.





clip art






noun




simple pictures and symbols made available for computer users to add to their documents.













clipboard

 
/ˈklipbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a small board with a spring clip at the top, used for holding papers and providing support for writing.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a temporary storage area where material cut or copied from a file is kept for pasting into another file.













clip-clop

 
/ˈklipkläp /

 
clippety-clop





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the sound as of a horse's hoofs beating on a hard surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move with a clip-clop




•
 
the horses clip-clopped slowly along the street.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





clip joint

 
/ˈklip ˌjoint/






noun






‹informal›

 a nightclub or bar that charges exorbitant prices.













clip-on

 
/ˈklip ˌôn/





I.
 
adjective




attached by a clip so as to be easy to fasten or remove




•
 
a clip-on bow tie.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
clip-ons

 )


1.
 
things, especially sunglasses or earrings, that are attached by clips.














clipper

 
/ˈklipər/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
clippers

 )
 — an instrument for cutting or trimming small pieces off things




•
 
hair clippers.










2.
 


[Electronics]

 another term for limiter
 .




3.
 
(also 
clipper chip

 )
 — a microchip that inserts an identifying code into encrypted transmissions, allowing them to be deciphered by a third party having access to a government-held key.




4.
 
(also 
clipper ship

 )
 — a fast sailing ship, especially one of 19th-century design with concave bows and raked masts.













clipping

 
/ˈklipiNG/






noun

 — (often 
clippings

 )


1.
 
a small piece trimmed from something




•
 
hedge clippings and grass cuttings.










2.
 
an article cut from a newspaper or magazine.













clique

 
/klēk klik/





I.
 
noun




a small group of people, with shared interests or other features in common, who spend time together and do not readily allow others to join them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cliquish






adjective













2.
 
cliquishness

 
/ˈklēkiSHnəs ˈklikiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
cliquer

 ‘make a noise’; the modern sense is related to claque
 .





cliquey

 
/ˈklēkē ˈklikē/






adjective




(of a group or place) tending to form or hold exclusive groups and so not welcoming to outsiders




•
 
a cliquey school.



















clit

 
/klit/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 short for clitoris
 .













clitellum

 
/klīˈteləm/






noun




a raised band encircling the body of oligochaete worms and some leeches, made up of reproductive segments.













clitic

 
/ˈklidik/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 an unstressed word that normally occurs only in combination with another word, for example 
῾m

 in 
I'm

 .








II.
 
derivatives





cliticization

 
/ˌklitəsəˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from 
(en)clitic

 and 
(pro)clitic

 .





clitoridectomy

 
/ˌklidərəˈdektəmē/






noun




excision of the clitoris; female circumcision.














clitoris

 
/ˈklidərəs/





I.
 
noun




a small sensitive and erectile part of the female genitals at the anterior end of the vulva.








II.
 
derivatives





clitoral

 
/ˈklid(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kleitoris

 .





clitter

 
/ˈklidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a thin, vibratory, rattling sound




•
 
a coded message clittered over the radio speakers.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative.





Clive, Robert

 
/klīv/






1st Baron Clive of Plassey (1725–74), British general and colonial administrator; known as 
Clive of India

 . He served as governor of Bengal, India, 1765–67, but was implicated in the East India Company's corruption scandals and committed suicide.










clivia

 
/ˈklīvēə, ˈklivēə/





I.
 
noun




a southern African plant of the lily family, with dark green, straplike leaves and trumpet-shaped orange, red, or yellow flowers.

Also called Kaffir lily
 . [Genus 
Clivia

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from 
Clive

 , the maiden name of Charlotte, Duchess of Northumberland (1787–1866).





cloaca

 
/klōˈākə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a common cavity at the end of the digestive tract for the release of both excretory and genital products in vertebrates (except most mammals) and certain invertebrates. Specifically, the cloaca is present in birds, reptiles, amphibians, most fish, and monotremes.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
‹archaic›

 a sewer.








II.
 
derivatives





cloacal






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sewer’): from Latin, related to 
cluere

 ‘cleanse.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.






cloak

 
/klōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outdoor overgarment, typically sleeveless, that hangs loosely from the shoulders.




2.
 
something serving to hide or disguise something




•
 
lifting 
the cloak of secrecy

 on the arms trade.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress in a cloak




•
 
she cloaked herself in black.










2.
 
hide, cover, or disguise (something)




•
 
the horror of war was cloaked in the trappings of chivalry.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cloke

 , dialect variant of 
cloche

 ‘bell, cloak’ (from its bell shape), from medieval Latin 
clocca

 ‘bell.’ Compare with clock
 1
 .





cloak-and-dagger

 
/ˈˌklōk ən ˈˌdaɡər/






adjective




involving or characteristic of mystery, intrigue, or espionage




•
 
a cloak-and-dagger operation.




















cloakroom

 
/ˈklōkˌro͞om ˈklōkˌro͝om/






noun




a room in a public building where coats and other belongings may be left temporarily.













clobber1


 
/ˈkläbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hit (someone) hard




•
 
if he does that I'll clobber him!










2.
 


‹informal›

 treat or deal with harshly




•
 
the recession clobbered other parts of the business.










3.
 


‹informal›

 defeat heavily


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the Braves clobbered the Cubs 23–10.

















– origin

 World War II (apparently British air-force slang): of unknown origin.





clobber2


 
/ˈkläbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add enameled decoration to (porcelain).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





clochard

 
/ˈklōSHərd, klōˈSHär/





I.
 
noun




(in France) a beggar; a vagrant.











– origin

 French, from 
clocher

 ‘to limp.’





cloche

 
/klōSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small translucent cover for protecting or forcing outdoor plants.




2.
 
(also 
cloche hat

 )
 — a woman's close-fitting, bell-shaped hat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘bell’ (see cloak
 ).






clock1


 
/kläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mechanical or electrical device for measuring time, indicating hours, minutes, and sometimes seconds, typically by hands on a round dial or by displayed figures.




2.
 
(
the clock

 )
 — time taken as a factor in an activity, especially in competitive sports




•
 
they play 
against the clock






•
 
her life is ruled by the clock.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a measuring device resembling a clock for recording things other than time, such as a speedometer, taximeter, or odometer.




4.
 
see time clock
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attain or register (a specified time, distance, or speed)




•
 
Thomas has 
clocked up

 forty years service




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the book 
clocks in at

 989 pages.










2.
 
achieve (a victory)




•
 
he 
clocked up

 his first win of the year.










3.
 
record as attaining a specified time or rate




•
 
the tower operators clocked a gust of 185 mph.










4.
 


‹informal›

 hit (someone), especially on the head




•
 
someone clocked him for no good reason.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
around (or round) the clock






all day and all night




•
 
working around the clock.















2.
 
run out the clock








[Sports]

 deliberately use as much time as possible in order to preserve one's own team's advantage




•
 
facing a tie, he decided to run out the clock in the final moments.















3.
 
stop the clock






allow extra time by temporarily ceasing to count the time left before a deadline arrives




•
 
he agreed to stop the clock as negotiations continued.















4.
 
turn (or put) back the clock






return to the past or to a previous way of doing things.









5.
 
watch the clock






(of an employee) be overly strict or zealous about not working more than one's required hours.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





clock in (or out)






(of an employee) punch in (or out).















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
klocke

 , based on medieval Latin 
clocca

 ‘bell.’





clock2


 
/kläk/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an ornamental pattern woven or embroidered on the side of a stocking or sock near the ankle.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





clocker

 
/ˈkläkər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(US)

 a drug dealer, especially one who sells cocaine or crack.













clockmaker

 
/ˈkläkˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes and repairs clocks and watches.








II.
 
derivatives





clockmaking

 
/-ˌmākiNG /






noun





















clock radio

 
/ˈkläk ˌrādēō/






noun




a combined radio and alarm clock that can be set so that the radio will come on at the desired time.













clock speed






noun




the operating speed of a computer or its microprocessor, defined as the rate at which it performs internal operations and expressed in cycles per second (megahertz).













clock tower

 
/ˈkläk ˌtou(ə)r/






noun




a tower typically forming part of a church or civic building, with a large clock at the top.













clock-watcher

 
clock watcher





I.
 
noun




an employee who is overly strict or zealous about not working more than the required hours




•
 
his lamp burned throughout the night; he was no clock-watcher.














II.
 
derivatives





clock-watch

 
/ˈkläk ˌwäCH ˈkläk ˌwôCH /






verb





















clockwise

 
/ˈkläkˌwīz/






adverb, adjective




in a curve corresponding in direction to the typical forward movement of the hands of a clock


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
turn the knob clockwise




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a clockwise direction.



















clockwork

 
/ˈkläkˌwərk/





I.
 
noun




a mechanism with a spring and toothed gearwheels, used to drive a mechanical clock, toy, or other device.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
driven by clockwork




•
 
a clockwork motor




•
 
a clockwork toy.










2.
 
very smooth and regular




•
 
the clockwork precision of the galaxy.










3.
 
repetitive and predictable




•
 
it was a clockwork existence for the children.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as regular as clockwork






very regularly; repeatedly and predictably.









2.
 
like clockwork





a.
 
very smoothly and easily




•
 
the event 
ran like clockwork

 .










b.
 
with mechanical regularity




•
 
these hens lay like clockwork.























clod

 
/kläd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lump of earth or clay.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid person (often used as a general term of abuse).











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of clot
 .





cloddish

 
/ˈklädiSH/





I.
 
adjective




foolish, awkward, or clumsy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cloddishly






adverb













2.
 
cloddishness






noun





















clodhopper

 
/ˈklädˌhäpər/






noun



1.
 
a large, heavy shoe.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish, awkward, or clumsy person.













clodhopping

 
/ˈklädˌhäpiNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 foolish, awkward, or clumsy.













clog

 
/kläɡ klôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shoe with a thick wooden sole.




2.
 
an encumbrance or impediment




•
 
a clog in the system.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
block or become blocked with an accumulation of thick, wet matter


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the gutters were 
clogged up

 with leaves




•
 (as 
adj.

 
clogged

 )
 
clogged drains




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
too much fatty food makes your arteries 
clog up

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fill up or crowd (something) so as to obstruct passage




•
 
tourists clog the roads in summer.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘block of wood to impede an animal's movement’): of unknown origin.





clog dance





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dance performed in clogs with rhythmic beating of the feet, especially as a traditional dance in Ireland, Scotland, and the north of England.




2.
 
a North American country tap dance performed in clogs with rhythmic beating of the feet.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clog dancer






noun













2.
 
clog dancing






noun





















clogger

 
/ˈkläɡər, ˈklôɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that clogs something




•
 
pore-cloggers.










2.
 
a person who performs a clog dance.













clogging

 
/ˈkläɡiNG/






noun




clog dancing.













cloisonné

 
/ˌkloiznˈā/





I.
 
noun




decorative work in which enamel, glass, or gemstones are separated by strips of flattened wire placed edgeways on a metal backing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘partitioned,’ past participle of 
cloisonner

 , from 
cloison

 ‘a partition or division.’






cloister

 
/ˈkloistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covered walk in a convent, monastery, college, or cathedral, typically with a wall on one side and a colonnade open to a quadrangle on the other.




2.
 
(
the cloister

 )
 — monastic life




•
 
he was inclined more to the cloister than the sword.










3.
 
a convent or monastery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seclude or shut up in or as if in a convent or monastery




•
 
the monastery was where the Brothers would cloister themselves to meditate




•
 
she cloisters herself at home.














III.
 
derivatives





cloistral

 
/ˈkloistrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘place of religious seclusion’): from Old French 
cloistre

 , from Latin 
claustrum

 , 
clostrum

 ‘lock, enclosed place,’ from 
claudere

 ‘to close.’





cloistered

 
/ˈkloistərd/






adjective



1.
 
kept away from the outside world; sheltered




•
 
a cloistered upbringing.










2.
 
having or enclosed by a cloister, as in a monastery




•
 
a cloistered walkway bordered the courtyard.



















clomb

 
/klōm/






archaic past and past participle of climb
 .









clomiphene

 
/ˈkläməˌfēn, ˈklō-/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic nonsteroidal drug used to treat infertility in women by stimulating ovulation.













clomp

 
/klämp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with a heavy tread




•
 
she clomped down the steps.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative; compare with clump
 .





clonality

 
/klōˈnalədē/






noun




the fact or condition of being genetically identical, as to a parent, sibling, or other biological source




•
 
the lack of genetic diversity may be a combination of both isolation and clonality.



















clone

 
/klōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 an organism or cell, or group of organisms or cells, produced asexually from one ancestor or stock, to which they are genetically identical.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a person or thing regarded as identical to another




•
 
successful women don't want to be male clones.










3.
 


[Biology]

 a computer designed to simulate exactly the operation of another, typically more expensive, model




•
 
an IBM PC clone.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
propagate (an organism or cell) as a clone




•
 
of the hundreds of new plants cloned, the best ones are selected.










2.
 
make an identical copy of.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 replicate (a fragment of DNA placed in an organism) so that there is enough to analyze or use in protein production.




4.
 
illegally copy the security codes from (a mobile phone) to one or more others as a way of obtaining free calls.








III.
 
derivatives





clonal

 
/ˈklōnl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
klōn

 ‘twig.’






clonk

 
/kläNGk/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an abrupt, heavy sound of impact.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with or make such a sound




•
 
the horses clonked and snorted softly.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 hit




•
 
I'll clonk you on the head.














III.
 
derivatives





clonky






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





clonus

 
/ˈklōnəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 muscular spasm involving repeated, often rhythmic, contractions.








II.
 
derivatives





clonic

 
/ˈklänik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
klonos

 ‘turmoil.’





clop

 
/kläp/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sound or series of sounds made by a horse's hooves on a hard surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) move with a clop




•
 
the animal clopped on at a steady pace.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





cloqué

 
/klōˈkā/





I.
 
noun




a fabric with an irregularly raised or embossed surface.











– origin

 French, literally ‘blistered.’ It was first recorded (1920s) in the anglicized form 
cloky

 ; use of the French form dates from the 1950s.






close1


 
/klōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
a short distance away or apart in space or time




•
 
the hotel is 
close to

 the sea




•
 
her birthday and her wedding date were 
close together






•
 
the months of living 
in close proximity to

 her were taking their toll.










2.
 
with very little or no space in between; dense




•
 
cloth with a closer weave




•
 
this work occupies over 1,300 pages of close print.










3.
 
narrowly enclosed




•
 
animals in close confinement.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
close to

 )
 — very near to (being or doing something)




•
 
on a good day the climate in LA is close to perfection




•
 
she was close to tears.










5.
 
(with reference to a competitive situation) won or likely to be won by only a small amount or distance




•
 
the race will be a close contest




•
 
she finished a close second.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 another term for high
 (
sense

 7 
of the

 adjective).




7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a family member who is part of a person's immediate family, typically a parent or sibling




•
 
the family history of cancer in close relatives.










8.
 
(of a person or relationship) on very affectionate or intimate terms




•
 
they had always been very close, with no secrets at all.










9.
 
(of a connection or resemblance) strong




•
 
the college has close links with many other institutions.










10.
 
(of observation, examination, etc.) done in a careful and thorough way




•
 
we need to 
keep a close eye on

 this project




•
 


pay close attention to

 what your body is telling you about yourself.










11.
 
carefully guarded




•
 
his whereabouts are a close secret.










12.
 
not willing to give away money or information; secretive




•
 
you're very close about your work, aren't you?










13.
 
uncomfortably humid or airless




•
 
a close, hazy day




•
 
it was very close in the dressing room.














II.
 
adverb




in a position so as to be very near to someone or something; with very little space between




•
 
they stood close to the door




•
 
he was holding her close.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
close by






very near; nearby




•
 
her father lives quite close by.















2.
 
close to (or close on)






(of an amount) almost; very nearly




•
 
he spent close to 30 years in jail.















3.
 
close to the bone






see bone
 .









4.
 
close to one's heart






see heart
 .









5.
 
close to home






see home
 .









6.
 
close up






very near




•
 
close up she was no less pretty.















7.
 
close to the wind








[Sailing]

 (of a sailing vessel) pointed as near as possible to the direction from which the wind is blowing while still making headway.









8.
 
come close






almost achieve or do




•
 
he 
came close to

 calling the President a liar.















9.
 
too close for comfort






dangerously or uncomfortably near




•
 
the friendly stranger who suddenly comes too close for comfort.


















IV.
 
derivatives





closish






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
clos

 (as noun and adjective), from Latin 
clausum

 ‘enclosure’ and 
clausus

 ‘closed,’ past participle of 
claudere

 .





close2


 
/klōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move so as to cover an opening


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she jumped into the train just as the doors were closing




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they had to close the window because of the insects.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — block up (a hole or opening)




•
 
glass doors 
close off

 the living room from the hall




•
 


‹figurative›

 Stephen closed his ears to the sound.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring two parts of (something) together so as to block its opening or bring it into a folded state




•
 
Loretta closed her mouth




•
 
Ron closed the book.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gradually get nearer to someone or something




•
 
they plotted a large group of aircraft about 130 miles away and closing fast.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
close around/over

 )
 — come into contact with (something) so as to encircle and hold it




•
 
my fist closed around the weapon.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (an electric circuit) continuous




•
 
this will cause a relay to operate and close the circuit.










7.
 
bring or come to an end


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the members were thanked for attending, and the meeting was closed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the concert 
closed with

 “Silent Night”




•
 (as 
adj.

 
closing

 )
 
the closing stages of the election campaign.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a business, organization, or institution) cease to be in operation or accessible to the public, either permanently or at the end of a working day or other period of time




•
 
the factory is to close with the loss of 150 jobs




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the country has been 
closed to

 outsiders for almost 50 years.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — finish speaking or writing




•
 
we 
close with

 a point about truth




•
 (as 
adj.

 
closing

 )
 
Nellie's closing words.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (a business transaction) to a satisfactory conclusion




•
 
he closed a deal with a metal dealer.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove all the funds from (a bank account) and cease to use it.




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 make (a data file) inaccessible after use, so that it is securely stored until required again.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the end of an event or of a period of time or activity




•
 
the afternoon 
drew to a close

 .










2.
 
(
the close

 )
 — the end of a day's trading on a stock market




•
 
at the close the Dow Jones average was down 13.52 points.










3.
 


[Music]

 the conclusion of a phrase; a cadence.




4.
 
the shutting of something, especially a door




•
 
the door jerked to a close behind them.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
close the door on (or to)






see door
 .









2.
 
close one's eyes to






see eye
 .









3.
 
close one's mind to






see mind
 .









4.
 
close ranks






see rank
 1
 .









5.
 
close up shop






see shop
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
close something down (or close down)






cause to cease or cease business or operation, especially permanently




•
 
the government promised to close down the nuclear plants within twenty years.















2.
 
close in (on)





a.
 
come nearer to someone being pursued




•
 
the police were 
closing in on

 them.










b.
 
gradually surround, especially with the effect of hindering movement or vision




•
 
the weather has now closed in, so an attempt on the summit is unlikely.










c.
 
(of days) get successively shorter with the approach of the winter solstice




•
 
November was closing in.















3.
 
close something out








(N. Amer.)

 bring something to an end




•
 
Steve tried to close out the conversation.















4.
 
close up






(of a person's face) become blank and emotionless or hostile




•
 
he didn't like her laughter and his face closed up angrily.















5.
 
close something up (or close up)





a.
 
cause to cease or cease operation or being used




•
 
the broker advised me to close the house up for the time being.










b.
 
(
close up

 )
 — (of an opening) grow smaller or become blocked by something




•
 
she felt her throat close up.















6.
 
close with






come near, especially so as to engage with (an enemy force).












V.
 
derivatives





closable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
clos-

 , stem of 
clore

 , from Latin 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’





Close, Glenn

 
/klōs/






(1947–), US actress. Notable movies: 
The Big Chill

 (1983), 
Fatal Attraction

 (1987), and 
Dangerous Liaisons

 (1988). Her television work includes the lead role in 
Damages

 (2007–2012).










close call

 
/ˌklōs ˈkôl/






noun




a narrow escape from danger or disaster.













close-cropped

 
/klōsˈkräpt /

 
closely cropped






adjective




(typically of hair or grass) cut very short.














closed

 
/klōzd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not open




•
 
rooms with closed doors lined the hallway




•
 
he sat with his eyes closed.










2.
 
(of a business) having ceased trading, especially for a short period




•
 
he put the “Closed” sign up on the door.










3.
 
(of a society or system) not communicating with or influenced by others; independent.




4.
 
limited to certain people; not open or available to all




•
 
the UN Security Council met 
in closed session

 .










5.
 
unwilling to accept new ideas




•
 
you're facing the situation with a closed mind.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a set) having the property that the result of a specified operation on any element of the set is itself a member of the set.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a set) containing all its limit points.




8.
 


[Geometry]

 of or pertaining to a curve whose ends are joined.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
behind closed doors






taking place secretly or without public knowledge.









2.
 
closed book






a subject or person about which one knows nothing




•
 
accounting has always been 
a closed book to

 me.























closed caption





I.
 
noun




one of a series of subtitles to a television program, accessible through a decoder.








II.
 
verb

 — (with 
obj.

 usually as 
noun

 
closed-captioning

 )


1.
 
provide (a program) with closed captions.














closed chain






noun






[Chemistry]

 a number of atoms bonded together to form a closed loop in a molecule.













closed-circuit television

 
/klōzd ˈsərkət ˈteləˌviZHən /

 
CCTV






noun




a television system in which the video signals are transmitted from one or more cameras by cable to a restricted set of monitors.













closed compound






noun




a word that is made up of two or more existing words and contains no spaces or hyphens, e.g. 
football

 , 
birthday

 , 
blackboard

 .













closed couplet






noun




a rhyming couplet with end-stopped lines that is logically or grammatically complete, as "Instruct the planets in what orbs to run, / Correct old Time, and regulate the Sun".













closed-door






adjective




restricted; obstructive; secret




•
 
the senior staff went into closed-door sessions.



















closed-end

 
/ˌklōzdˈend/






adjective



1.
 
having a predetermined and fixed extent




•
 
a closed-end contract.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 denoting an investment trust or company that issues a fixed number of shares.














closed season

 
/ˈklōzd ˌsēzən/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a period between specified dates when fishing or the killing of particular game is officially forbidden.














closed shop

 
/ˈklōzd ˈSHäp/






noun



1.
 
a place of work where membership in a union is a condition for being hired and for continued employment.

Compare with open shop
 , union shop
 .




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a system whereby a closed shop applies




•
 
the outlawing of the closed shop.



















closed universe






noun






[Astronomy]

 the condition in which there is sufficient matter in the universe to halt the expansion driven by the Big Bang and cause eventual recollapse. The amount of visible matter is only a tenth of the total required for closure, but there may be large quantities of dark matter.













close encounter

 
/ˌklōs ənˈkoun(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a supposed encounter with a UFO or with aliens.








II.
 
phrases





close encounter of the first (or second etc.) kind






used to describe encounters involving increasing degrees of complexity and apparent exposure of the witness to aliens, with the first kind being a mere sighting and the fourth kind being abduction.

















close-fisted

 
/ˌklōsˈfistəd/






adjective




unwilling to spend money; stingy.













close-fitting

 
/ˌklōsˈfidiNG/






adjective




(of a garment) fitting tightly and showing the contours of the body.













close-fought

 
closely fought






adjective




denoting or relating to a contest between evenly matched opponents that is won by only a small margin




•
 
Gunston's three first-half goals were crucial in a close-fought match




•
 
a close-fought victory




•
 
the closely fought presidential election.



















close-grained

 
/klōsˈɡrānd/






adjective




(of wood, stone, or other material) having tightly packed fibers, crystals, or other structural elements.













close harmony

 
/ˌklōs ˈhärmənē/






noun






[Music]

 harmony in which the notes of the chord are close together, typically in vocal music.













close-hauled

 
/klōsˈhôld/






adjective, adverb






[Sailing]

 (of a ship) close to the wind.













close-in

 
/ˈklōsin/






adjective



1.
 
only a short distance away




•
 
a close-in shot.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 near to the center of a town or city




•
 
close-in parking.



















close-knit

 
/ˌklōsˈnit /

 
closely knit






adjective




(of a group of people) united or bound together by strong relationships and common interests




•
 
a close-knit community.



















closely

 
/ˈklōslē/






adverb



1.
 
with little or no space or time in between




•
 
closely spaced homes




•
 
the medical sergeant follows closely behind the squad.










2.
 
in a narrowly enclosed way




•
 
pens of closely confined fish.










3.
 
in a way that involves only a small margin between the winner and loser




•
 
a closely fought contest.










4.
 
in a way that involves a strong resemblance or connection




•
 
the students had to answer questions closely related to what they just learned




•
 
the real-world injuries closely mirrored the university's experimental data.










5.
 
in a collective or unified way




•
 
we will be working closely with stakeholders




•
 
the two companies collaborate closely.










6.
 
very affectionately or intimately




•
 
he has bonded very closely with his Miami family




•
 
both children are clearly very closely attached to their parents.










7.
 
in a careful and attentive way




•
 
patients have to be watched closely for side effects.










8.
 
in a cautious or secretive way




•
 
a closely guarded plan.



















close-minded






adjective




having or showing rigid opinions or a narrow outlook




•
 
close-minded condemnation of people he knows nothing about.



















close-mouthed

 
/klōsˈmouTHt /

 
close-lipped






adjective




reticent; discreet




•
 
the candidates have been close-mouthed about their fund-raising goals.



















closeness

 
/ˈklōsnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being only a short distance away or apart in space or time




•
 
the geographical closeness of our two countries




•
 
the translator's closeness to the original time period.










2.
 
the state of being narrowly enclosed




•
 
the claustrophobic closeness of the living quarters.










3.
 
the quality of having only a small margin between winner and loser




•
 
the closeness of the race




•
 
the scoreline did not reflect the closeness of the contest.










4.
 
the quality of affection or intimacy in a relationship




•
 
moments of closeness with friends and family members.










5.
 
the quality or state of having a strong resemblance or connection




•
 
apes are often selected due to their evolutionary closeness to humans.










6.
 
the quality of being done in an attentive and thorough way




•
 
the closeness with which he watched current events.



















closeout

 
/ˈklōzout/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 a sale of goods at reduced prices to get rid of superfluous stock




•
 
a closeout sale




•
 
closeout prices.



















close-packed






adjective




arranged or situated very close together




•
 
close-packed houses




•
 
a solid column of close-packed soldiers.



















close quarters

 
/ˌklōs ˈkwôrdərz/






plural noun




a situation of being very or uncomfortably close to someone or something




•
 
living in close quarters with people




•
 
engaging the enemy 
at close quarters

 .



















closer

 
/ˈkləʊzə/






noun



1.
 
the last part of a performance, collection, or series




•
 
the perfect closer to the album




•
 
the last episode was still a great closer.










2.
 
a person who is skilled at bringing a business transaction to a satisfactory conclusion




•
 
this role will best suit closers who are hungry to make commissions.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 a reliable relief pitcher who enters a game in the final innings, typically to preserve a slim lead




•
 
he could develop into a big-league closer




•
 
one of the game's highest-paid closers.



















close range

 
/ˌklōs ˈrānj/






noun




a short distance between someone or something and a target




•
 
two bullets fired 
at close range






•
 
watching a bird at close range.



















close-ratio

 
/ˌklōsˈrāSHēō/






adjective




(of a vehicle's gearbox) having gear ratios that are set at values not very different from each other.













close reach

 
/ˌklōs ˈrēCH /

 

‹Sailing›






I.
 
noun




a point of sailing in which the wind blows from slightly in front of the beam




•
 
we sailed 
on a close reach

 directly for Sharp's Island.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sail with the wind from slightly in front of the beam.













close season

 
/ˈklōz ˌsēzən/






noun




British term for closed season
 .













close-set

 
/ˌklōsˈset/






adjective




(of two or more things) placed or occurring with little space in between




•
 
her eyes were too close-set for beauty.



















close shave

 
/ˌklōs ˈSHāv/






noun



1.
 
a shave in which the hair is cut very short.




2.
 


‹informal›

 another term for close call
 .













closet

 
/ˈkläzət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cupboard or wardrobe, especially one tall enough to walk into.




2.
 
a small room, especially one used for storing things or for private study.




3.
 


‹dated›

 short for water closet
 .




4.
 
(
the closet

 )
 — a state of secrecy or concealment, especially about one's homosexuality




•
 
lesbians who had 
come out of the closet

 .














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
secret; covert




•
 
a closet alcoholic.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shut (someone) away, especially in private conference or study




•
 
he was closeted with the king




•
 
he returned home and closeted himself in his room.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a private or small room): from Old French, diminutive of 
clos

 ‘closed’ (see close
 1
 ).





closet drama

 
/ˈkläzət ˈdrämə /

 
closet play






noun




a play to be read rather than acted.













close-up

 
/ˈklōsˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a photograph, movie, or video taken at close range and showing the subject on a large scale




•
 
a close-up of her face




•
 
they see themselves 
in close-up






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a close-up view.










2.
 
an intimate and detailed description or study


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the book's close-up account of the violence.



















closing date

 
/dāt/






noun




the last date by which something must be submitted for consideration, especially a job application.













closing price

 
/prīs/






noun




the price of a security at the end of the day's business in a financial market.













closing time

 
/ˈklōziNG ˌtīm/






noun




the regular time at which a restaurant, store, or other place closes to the public each day.













clostridium

 
/kläˈstridēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an anaerobic bacterium of a large genus that includes many pathogenic species, e.g., those causing tetanus, gas gangrene, botulism, and other forms of food poisoning.

[Genus 
Clostridium

 : typically rod-shaped and Gram-positive.]








II.
 
derivatives





clostridial

 
/-ˈstridēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, based on Greek 
klōstēr

 ‘spindle.’






closure

 
/ˈklōZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the act or process of closing something, especially an institution, thoroughfare, or frontier, or of being closed




•
 
hospitals that face closure




•
 
road closures.










2.
 
a thing that closes or seals something, such as a cap or zipper.




3.
 
a sense of resolution or conclusion at the end of an artistic work




•
 
he brings modernistic closure to his narrative.










4.
 
a feeling that an emotional or traumatic experience has been resolved




•
 
I am desperately trying to reach closure but I don't know how to do it without answers from him.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
clausura

 , from 
claus-

 ‘closed,’ from the verb 
claudere

 .






clot

 
/klät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick mass of coagulated liquid, especially blood, or of material stuck together




•
 
a flat, wet 
clot of

 dead leaves




•
 


‹figurative›

 a clot of people arguing in the doorway.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a foolish or clumsy person




•
 
“Watch where you're going, you clot!”














II.
 
verb



1.
 
form or cause to form into clots


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
drugs that help blood to clot




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a blood protein known as factor VIII clots blood.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover (something) with sticky matter




•
 
its nostrils were clotted with blood.

















– origin

 Old English 
clott

 , 
clot

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Klotz

 .






clotbur

 
/ˈklätbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant of the daisy family, with burred fruits. It originated in tropical America but is now cosmopolitan.

See also cocklebur
 . [Genus 
Xanthium

 , family 
Compositae

 : two or three species, in particular 
spiny clotbur

 (
X. spinosum

 ).]




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a burdock.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dialect 
clote

 ‘burdock’ + burr
 .






cloth

 
/klôTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
woven or felted fabric made from wool, cotton, or a similar fiber




•
 
shelves covered with bright red cloth




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cloth bag.










2.
 
a piece of cloth for a particular purpose, such as a dishcloth or a tablecloth




•
 
wipe clean with a damp cloth.










3.
 
(
the cloth

 )
 — the clergy; the clerical profession




•
 
a man of the cloth.

















– origin

 Old English 
clāth

 , related to Dutch 
kleed

 and German 
Kleid

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






clothe

 
/klōT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be clothed in

 )


1.
 
put clothes on (oneself or someone); dress




•
 
she was clothed all in white




•
 
she lay down 
fully clothed






•
 (
clothed

 )
 
a partially clothed body.










2.
 
provide (someone) with clothes




•
 
they already had eight children to feed and clothe.










3.
 
(usu. 
be clothed with

 )
 — endow with a particular quality




•
 
you have been clothed with power from on high.

















– origin

 Old English (only recorded in the past participle 
geclāded

 ), from 
clāth

 (see cloth
 ).





clothes

 
/klō(T͟H)z/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
items worn to cover the body




•
 
he stripped off his clothes




•
 
baby clothes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a clothes shop.










2.
 
bedclothes.











– origin

 Old English 
clāthas

 , plural of 
clāth

 (see cloth
 ).





clothes horse

 
/ˈklō(T͟H)z ˌhôrs/






noun



1.
 
a frame on which washed clothes are hung to air indoors.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a person, typically a woman, who is excessively concerned with wearing fashionable clothes.













clothesline

 
/ˈklōT͟Hzlīn/





I.
 
noun




a rope or wire on which washed clothes are hung to dry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (chiefly in football and other games) knock down (a runner) by placing one's outstretched arm in the runner's path at neck level.














clothes moth

 
/ˈklō(T͟H)z ˌmôTH/






noun




a small, drab moth whose larvae feed on a range of animal fibers and can be destructive to clothing and other domestic textiles.

[Family 
Tineidae

 : several species, in particular the 
common clothes moth

 (
Tineola biselliella

 ).]













clothespin

 
/ˈklō(T͟H)zˌpin /

 


‹Brit.›

 clothes peg






noun




a wooden or plastic clip for securing clothes to a clothes line.













clothier

 
/ˈklōT͟Hēər/





I.
 
noun




a person or company that makes, sells, or deals in clothes or cloth.











– origin

 Middle English 
clother

 , from cloth
 . The change in the ending was due to association with -ier
 .





clothing

 
/ˈklōT͟HiNG/






noun




clothes collectively




•
 
an item of clothing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the clothing trade.



















Clotho

 
/ˈklōTHō /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
one of the three Fates.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘she who spins.’





cloth of gold






noun




fabric made of gold threads interwoven with silk or wool.













cloth yard






noun




a unit for measuring cloth, formerly 37 inches but now equivalent to a standard yard (36 inches).













clotted cream

 
/ˌklädəd ˈkrēm/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 thick cream obtained by heating milk slowly and then allowing it to cool while the cream content rises to the top in coagulated lumps.













clotting factor






noun






[Physiology]

 any of a number of substances in blood plasma that are involved in the clotting process, such as factor VIII.













cloture

 
/ˈklōCHər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 (in a legislative assembly) a procedure for ending a debate and taking a vote


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cloture motion.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
clôture

 , from Old French 
closure

 (see closure
 ).






cloud

 
/kloud/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a visible mass of condensed water vapor floating in the atmosphere, typically high above the ground




•
 
the sun had disappeared behind a cloud




•
 
the full moon, hidden by veils of cloud.










2.
 
an indistinct or billowing mass, especially of smoke or dust




•
 


a cloud of

 dust.










3.
 
a large number of insects or birds moving together




•
 


clouds of

 orange butterflies.










4.
 
a vague patch of color in or on a liquid or transparent surface.




5.
 
a state or cause of gloom, suspicion, trouble, or worry




•
 
the only cloud to appear on the horizon was Leopold's unexpected illness




•
 
a black cloud hung over their lives.










6.
 
a frowning or depressed look




•
 
a cloud passed over Jessica's face.










7.
 
(often 
the cloud

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a network of remote servers hosted on the Internet and used to store, manage, and process data in place of local servers or personal computers




•
 
$13 per month gets you 25GB of storage in the cloud




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
once you are logged in to your cloud storage space, you can upload files to it and share them with others.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the sky) become overcast with clouds




•
 
the blue skies 
clouded over

 abruptly.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — darken (the sky) with clouds




•
 
the western sky was still clouded.










3.
 
make or become less clear or transparent


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
blood pumped out, clouding the water




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her eyes clouded with tears.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a matter or mental process) unclear or uncertain; confuse




•
 
don't allow your personal feelings to cloud your judgment.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spoil or mar (something)




•
 
the general election was clouded by violence.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of someone's face or eyes) show worry, sorrow, or anger




•
 
his expression 
clouded over

 .










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of such an emotion such as worry, sorrow, or anger) show in (someone's face)




•
 
suspicion clouded her face.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
every cloud has a silver lining






see silver
 .









2.
 
have one's head in the clouds






(of a person) be out of touch with reality; be daydreaming.









3.
 
in the clouds






out of touch with reality




•
 
this clergyman was in the clouds.















4.
 
on cloud nine






extremely happy.

[with reference to a ten-part classification of clouds in which “nine” was next to the highest.]









5.
 
under a cloud






under suspicion; discredited




•
 
he left under something of a cloud, accused of misappropriating funds.


















IV.
 
derivatives





cloudlet

 
/ˈkloudlət /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
clūd

 ‘mass of rock or earth’; probably related to clot
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from Middle English.





cloud base






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the level or altitude of the lowest part of a general mass of clouds.













cloudberry

 
/ˈkloudˌberē/





I.
 
noun




a dwarf bramble that has white flowers and edible orange fruit and that grows on the mountains and moorlands of northern Eurasia and northern North America.

[
Rubus chamaemorus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently from the noun cloud
 in the obsolete sense ‘hill’ + berry
 .





cloudburst

 
/ˈkloudˌbərst/






noun




a sudden, violent rainstorm.













cloud chamber

 
/ˈkloud ˌCHāmbər/






noun






[Physics]

 a device that contains air or gas supersaturated with water vapor and that is used to detect charged particles, X-rays, and gamma rays by the condensation trails that they produce.













cloud computing






noun




the practice of using a network of remote servers hosted on the Internet to store, manage, and process data, rather than a local server or a personal computer.













cloud cover

 
/ˈkloud ˌkəvər/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a mass of cloud covering all or most of the sky.













cloud deck






noun






[Meteorology]

 a bank of clouds of a particular type forming a layer at a certain altitude.













clouded leopard






noun




a large spotted cat that hunts in trees at twilight and is found in forests in Southeast Asia.

[
Neofelis nebulosa

 , family 
Felidae

 .]













cloud forest






noun




a moist tropical or subtropical forest that is characterized by persistent low-level cloud




•
 
the lush cloud forests of the Andes.



















cloud hopping






noun




the flying of an aircraft from cloud to cloud, typically for concealment.













cloudless

 
/ˈkloudləs/





I.
 
adjective




clear and free of clouds




•
 
we picnicked under a cloudless blue sky




•
 
a crisp and cloudless afternoon.














II.
 
derivatives





cloudlessly






adverb





















cloudscape

 
/ˈkloudskāp/





I.
 
noun




a large cloud formation considered in terms of its visual effect.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the noun cloud
 , on the pattern of words such as 
landscape

 .





cloud seeding






noun




the dropping of crystals into clouds to cause rain.













cloudy

 
/ˈkloudē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the sky or weather) covered with or characterized by clouds; overcast




•
 
next morning was cloudy.










2.
 
(of a liquid) not transparent or clear




•
 
the pond water is slightly cloudy.










3.
 
(of a color) opaque; having white as a constituent




•
 
cloudy reds and blues and greens.










4.
 
(of marble) variegated with cloudlike markings.




5.
 
(of someone's eyes) misted with tears




•
 
she stared at him, her eyes cloudy.










6.
 
uncertain; unclear




•
 
the issue becomes more cloudy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cloudily

 
/ˈkloudəlē /






adverb













2.
 
cloudiness

 
/ˈkloudēnis /






noun





















Clouet

 
/klo͞oˈā, klo͞oˈe/






two French court portrait painters, 
Jean

 (
c.

 1485–1541) and his son 
François

 (
c.

 1516–72).










clout

 
/klout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a heavy blow with the hand or a hard object




•
 
a clout on the ear.










2.
 


‹informal›

 influence or power, especially in politics or business




•
 
I knew he carried a lot of clout.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a piece of cloth or clothing, especially one used as a patch.




4.
 


[Archery]

 a target used in long-distance shooting, placed flat on the ground with a flag marking its center.




5.
 
a shot that hits a clout.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hit hard with the hand or a hard object




•
 
I clouted him on the head.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 mend with a patch.











– origin

 Old English 
clūt

 (in the sense ‘a patch or metal plate’); related to Dutch 
kluit

 ‘lump, clod,’ also to cleat
 and clot
 . The shift of sense to ‘heavy blow,’ which dates from late Middle English, is difficult to explain; possibly the change occurred first in the verb (from ‘put a patch on’ to ‘hit hard’).





clove1


 
/klōv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dried flower bud of a tropical tree, used as a pungent aromatic spice




•
 
a teaspoon of ground cloves.










2.
 
(
oil of cloves

 )
 — aromatic analgesic oil extracted from the clove and used medicinally, especially for the relief of dental pain.




3.
 
the Indonesian tree from which cloves are obtained.

[
Syzygium aromaticum

 (also called 
Eugenia caryophyllus

 ), family 
Myrtaceae

 .]




4.
 
(also 
clove pink

 )
 — a clove-scented pink that is the original type from which the carnation and other double pinks have been bred.

[
Dianthus caryophyllus

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
clou de girofle

 , literally ‘nail of gillyflower’ (from its shape), gillyflower
 being originally the name of the spice and later applied to the similarly scented pink.





clove2


 
/klōv/





I.
 
noun




any of the small bulbs making up a compound bulb of garlic, shallot, etc.











– origin

 Old English 
clufu

 , of Germanic origin, corresponding to the first element of German 
Knoblauch

 (altered from Old High German 
klovolouh

 ), and the base of cleave
 1
 .





clove3


 
/klōv/






past of cleave
 1
 .









clove hitch

 
/ˈklōv ˌhiCH/





I.
 
noun




a knot by which a rope is secured by passing it twice around a spar or another rope that it crosses at right angles in such a way that both ends pass under the loop of rope at the front.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
clove

 , past tense of cleave
 1
 (because the rope appears as separate parallel lines at the back of the knot).





cloven

 
/ˈklōvən/





I.
 
past participle of cleave
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective




split or divided in two.













cloven hoof

 
cloven foot





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the divided hoof or foot of ruminants such as cattle, sheep, goats, antelopes, and deer.




2.
 
a divided hoof ascribed to a satyr, the god Pan, or to the Devil, sometimes used as a symbol or mark of the Devil.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cloven-hoofed






adjective













2.
 
cloven-footed






adjective






















clover

 
/ˈklōvər/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant of the pea family that has dense, globular flower heads, and leaves that are typically three-lobed. It is an important and widely grown fodder and rotational crop.

[Genus 
Trifolium

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : many species, in particular 
red clover

 (
T. pratense

 ) and the creeping 
white clover

 (
T. repens

 ).]








II.
 
phrases





in clover






in ease and luxury




•
 
we'll be in clover down there, lying around in the sun and fishing on the lake.





















– origin

 Old English 
clāfre

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
klaver

 and German 
Klee

 .





cloverleaf

 
/ˈklōvərˌlēf/






noun



1.
 
a shape or pattern resembling a leaf of clover


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
cloverleaf rolls.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a junction of roads intersecting at different levels with connecting sections forming the pattern of a four-leaf clover.














Clovis1


 
/ˈklōvəs/





I.
 
a city in central California, in the San Joaquin Valley, northeast of Fresno; pop. 92,318 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an agricultural city in eastern New Mexico; pop. 32,352 (est. 2008). The Clovis culture of 11,000 years ago is named for artifacts found nearby.










Clovis2


 
/ˈklōvəs/






(465–511), king of the Franks 481–511. He extended Merovingian rule to Gaul and Germany, making Paris his capital. After his conversion to Christianity, he championed orthodoxy against the Arian Visigoths, finally defeating them in the battle of Poitiers 507.









Clovis3


 
/ˈklōvəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Archaeology]

 a Paleo-Indian culture of Central and North America, dated to about 11,500–11,000 years ago and earlier. The culture is distinguished by heavy, leaf-shaped stone spearheads.

Compare with Folsom
 2
 .











– origin

 first found near Clovis
 1
 , New Mexico.





clown

 
/kloun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comic entertainer, especially one in a circus, wearing a traditional costume and exaggerated makeup.




2.
 
a comical, silly, playful person




•
 
I was always the class clown.










3.
 
a foolish or incompetent person




•
 
we need a serious government, not a bunch of clowns.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 an unsophisticated country person; a rustic.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
behave in a comical way; act playfully




•
 
Harvey 
clowned around

 pretending to be a dog.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): perhaps of Low German origin.






clownfish

 
/ˈklounfiSH/






noun




a small, tropical marine fish with bold vertical stripes or other bright coloration. It lives in close association with anemones and is protected from their stings by mucus.

Also called anemone fish
 . [Genera 
Amphiprion

 and 
Premnas

 , family 
Pomacentridae

 : several species, including 
A. percula

 .]













clownish

 
/ˈklouniSH/





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of or resembling a clown, especially in being foolish, playful, or humorously exaggerated




•
 
clownish antics




•
 
they only manage to look clumsy and clownish.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clownishly






adverb













2.
 
clownishness






noun





















cloy

 
/kloi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
cloying

 )


1.
 
disgust or sicken (someone) with an excess of sweetness, richness, or sentiment




•
 
a romantic, rather cloying story




•
 
a curious bittersweetness that cloyed her senses




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the first long sip gives a malty taste that never cloys.














II.
 
derivatives





cloyingly

 
/ˈkloiiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of obsolete 
accloy

 ‘stop up, choke,’ from Old French 
encloyer

 ‘drive a nail into,’ from medieval Latin 
inclavare

 , from 
clavus

 ‘a nail.’





clozapine

 
/ˈklōzəˌpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a sedative drug used to treat schizophrenia.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
c(h)lo(ro)-

 + elements of benzodiazepine
 .





cloze test

 
/ˈklōz ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test in which one is asked to supply words that have been removed from a passage in order to measure one's ability to comprehend text.











– origin

 1950s: 
cloze

 representing a spoken abbreviation of closure
 .





CLU






abbreviation




Civil Liberties Union.














club1


 
/kləb/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
an association or organization dedicated to a particular interest or activity




•
 
a photography club




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the club secretary.










2.
 
the building or facilities used by a club.




3.
 
an organization or facility offering members social amenities, meals, and temporary residence




•
 
we had dinner at his club.










4.
 
a nightclub, especially one playing fashionable dance music.




5.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — an organization constituted to play games in a particular sport




•
 
a football club




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the club captain.










6.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a commercial organization offering subscribers special benefits




•
 
a shopping club.










7.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a group of people, organizations, or nations having something in common




•
 
in cocktail lounges all over town convenes the daily meeting of the ain't-it-awful club.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 go out to nightclubs




•
 
she enjoys 
going clubbing

 in Orlando.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the club (or the pudding club)








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 pregnant.









2.
 
join the club






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 used as an observation that someone else is in a difficult or unwelcome situation similar to one's own




•
 
if you're confused, join the club!





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a verb): formed obscurely from club
 2
 .






club2


 
/kləb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy stick with a thick end, especially one used as a weapon.




2.
 
short for golf club
 .




3.
 
(
clubs

 )
 — one of the four suits in a conventional deck of playing cards, denoted by a black trefoil.




4.
 
a playing card of the suit of clubs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat (a person or animal) with a club or similar implement




•
 
the islanders clubbed whales to death.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
clubba

 , variant of 
klumba

 ; related to clump
 .





clubbable

 
/ˈkləbəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




suitable for membership of a club because of one's sociability or popularity.








II.
 
derivatives





clubbability

 
/ˌkləbəˈbilətē /






noun





















clubby

 
/ˈkləbē/






adjective






‹informal›

 friendly and sociable with fellow members of a group or organization but not with outsiders.













club car

 
/ˈkləb ˌkär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a railroad car equipped with a lounge and other amenities.













club chair






noun




a thickly upholstered armchair of the type often found in clubs.













club face






noun




the side of the head of a golf club that strikes the ball.














club foot

 
/ˌkləb ˈfo͝ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deformed foot that is twisted so that the sole cannot be placed flat on the ground. It is typically congenital or a result of polio.

Also called talipes
 .




2.
 
a woodland toadstool with a grayish-brown cap, primrose-yellow gills, and a stem with a swollen woolly base, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Clitocybe clavipes

 , family 
Tricholomataceae

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





club-footed






adjective





















clubhouse

 
/ˈkləbˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a building having a bar and other facilities for the members of a club.




2.
 
a building or part of a building used by a sports team, especially a baseball team, as a locker room.













clubland

 
/ˈkləbˌland/






noun




the world of nightclubs and of people who frequent them.













clubman

 
/ˈkləbmən/






noun




a man who is a member of one or more clubs, especially a member of a gentleman's club.













club moss

 
clubmoss






noun




a low-growing green plant that resembles a large moss, having branching stems with undivided leaves. Relatives of the club mosses were the first plants to colonize the land during the Silurian period.

[Class 
Lycopodiopsida

 , phylum 
Lycopodiophyta

 : one living family, 
Lycopodiaceae

 .]













clubroot

 
/ˈkləbˌro͞ot ˈkləbˌro͝ot/






noun




a fungal disease of cabbages, turnips, and related plants, in which the root becomes swollen and distorted by a single large gall or groups of smaller galls.

[The fungus is 
Plasmodiophora brassicae

 , phylum 
Plasmodiophoromycota

 .]













club sandwich

 
/ˈkləb ˌsan(d)wiCH/






noun




a sandwich of meat (usually chicken and bacon), tomato, lettuce, and mayonnaise, with two layers of filling between three slices of toast or bread.













club soda

 
/ˌkləb ˈsōdə/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 another term for soda
 (
sense

 1).














club steak






noun




another term for Delmonico steak
 .













cluck

 
/klək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the characteristic short, guttural sound made by a hen.




2.
 
a short, guttural sound made by a person to express concern or disapproval




•
 
Loretta gave a cluck of impatience.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or foolish person




•
 
a cluck too lazy to put up a clothesline.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a hen) make a short, guttural sound.




2.
 
(of a person) make a short, low sound with one's tongue to express concern or disapproval




•
 
the bystanders shook their heads and clucked sympathetically




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Michael clucked his tongue irritably.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cluck over/at/about

 )
 — express fussy concern about




•
 
they were cluck-clucking over the dishonor he brought to the office.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb): imitative, corresponding to Danish 
klukke

 , Swedish 
klucka

 .





cludgie

 
/ˈkləjē/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 a toilet or bathroom




•
 
he took turns at cleaning the cludgie in the flat.

















– origin

 1960s: origin uncertain.






clue

 
/klo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of evidence or information used in the detection of a crime or solving of a mystery




•
 
police officers are still searching for clues.










2.
 
a fact or idea that serves as a guide or aid in a task or problem




•
 
archaeological evidence can give clues about the past.










3.
 
a verbal formula giving an indication as to what is to be inserted in a particular space in a crossword or other puzzle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
clue someone in

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 inform someone about a particular matter




•
 
Stella had clued her in about Peter.














III.
 
phrases





not have a clue








‹informal›

 know nothing about something or about how to do something.















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of clew
 . The original sense was ‘a ball of thread’; hence one used to guide a person out of a labyrinth (literally or figuratively). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 17th cent.





clued-in

 
/ˌklo͞odˈin/






adjective






‹informal›

 well-informed about a particular subject.













clueful

 
/ˈklo͞ofəl/






adjective






‹informal›

 well-informed; competently intelligent




•
 
clueful implementers are aware of the issues and are looking out for you.



















clueless

 
/ˈklo͞oləs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 having no knowledge, understanding, or ability




•
 
you're clueless about how to deal with the world.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cluelessly






adverb













2.
 
cluelessness






noun






















Cluj–Napoca

 
/ˈklo͞oZH ˈnäpōkə, näˈpōkə/






a city in western central Romania; pop. 305,620 (2006). The name was changed from Cluj in the mid 1970s to incorporate the name of a nearby ancient settlement.

Hungarian name Kolozsvár
 ; original name Klausenburg
 .









Clumber spaniel

 
/ˌkləmbər ˈspanyəl/





I.
 
noun




a spaniel of a slow, heavily built breed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of 
Clumber

 Park, an estate in Nottinghamshire, England.






clump

 
/kləmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a compacted mass or lump of something




•
 


clumps of

 earth.










2.
 
a small, compact group of people




•
 
they sat on the wall in 
clumps of

 two and three.










3.
 
a small group of trees or plants growing closely together




•
 


a clump of

 ferns.










4.
 


[Physiology]

 an agglutinated mass of blood cells or bacteria, especially as an indicator of the presence of an antibody to them.




5.
 
a thick extra sole on a boot or shoe.




6.
 
the sound of heavy footsteps.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form into a clump or mass




•
 
the particles tend to 
clump together

 .










2.
 
(also 
clomp

 )
 — walk with a heavy tread.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a heap or lump): partly imitative, reinforced by Middle Low German 
klumpe

 and Middle Dutch 
klompe

 ; related to club
 2
 .





clumpy

 
/ˈkləmpē/






adjective



1.
 
(of shoes or boots) heavy and inelegant.




2.
 
forming or showing a tendency to form clumps.













clumsily

 
/ˈkləmzəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an awkward and careless way




•
 
he climbed clumsily over the rail




•
 
I reached over and fumbled clumsily until my finger found the button.










2.
 
in a way that lacks skill or finesse




•
 
poorly aimed, clumsily executed shots




•
 
the clumsily translated English copy.










3.
 
in a tactless way that shows a lack of social skills




•
 
they clumsily said the wrong thing




•
 
some of the issues are handled clumsily.



















clumsiness

 
/ˈkləmzēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being awkward or careless in one's movements




•
 
my bumbling clumsiness




•
 
in an impressive display of clumsiness, I managed to spill peppermint tea on my desk.










2.
 
the quality of being done in a way that lacks skill or finesse




•
 
the telltale clumsiness of the amateur




•
 
the sheer clumsiness of the ploy made it sure to be uncovered.










3.
 
the quality of being tactless and lacking social skills




•
 
the clumsiness of his flirtation.



















clumsy

 
/ˈkləmzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
awkward in movement or in handling things




•
 
a terribly clumsy fellow




•
 
the cold made his fingers clumsy.










2.
 
done awkwardly or without skill or elegance




•
 
a clumsy attempt to park




•
 
a clumsy remake of an old movie.










3.
 
difficult to handle or use; unwieldy




•
 
chairs with clumsy wooden armrests




•
 
the legal procedure is far too clumsy.










4.
 
lacking social skills and graces




•
 
his choice of words was clumsy.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
clumse

 ‘make numb, be numb,’ probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
klumsig

 .





clung

 
/kləNG/






past and past participle of cling
 .









Cluniac

 
/ˈklo͞onēˌak/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a reformed Benedictine monastic order founded at Cluny in eastern France in 910.








II.
 
noun




a monk of the Cluniac order.













clunk

 
/kləNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy, dull sound such as that made by thick pieces of metal striking together.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or foolish person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move with or make heavy, dull sounds




•
 
the machinery clunked into life.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally Scots, as a verb): imitative; compare with clank
 , clink
 1
 , and clonk
 .





clunker

 
/ˈkləNGkər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an old, run-down vehicle or machine.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a thing that is totally unsuccessful




•
 
novel after novel and not a clunker among them.



















clunky

 
/ˈkləNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 awkwardly solid, heavy, and outdated




•
 
even last year's laptops look clunky




•
 
clunky brown shoes




•
 


‹figurative›

 surprisingly clunky comedy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 making a clunking sound




•
 
clunky conveyor belts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
clunkily






adverb













2.
 
clunkiness






noun





















clupeoid

 
/ˈklo͞opēˌoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a marine fish of a group that includes the herring family together with the anchovies and related fish.

[Order 
Clupeiformes

 or suborder 
Clupeoidei

 .]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to fish of the clupeoid group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Clupeoidei

 (plural), from Latin 
clupea

 , the name of a river fish.






cluster

 
/ˈkləstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of similar things or people positioned or occurring closely together




•
 


clusters of

 creamy-white flowers




•
 


a cluster of

 antique shops.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a group of stars or galaxies forming a relatively close association.




3.
 
(also 
consonant cluster

 )
 — 

[Linguistics]

 a group of consonants pronounced in immediate succession, as 
str

 in 
strong

 .




4.
 
a natural subgroup of a population, used for statistical sampling or analysis.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 a group of atoms of the same element, typically a metal, bonded closely together in a molecule.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be or come into a cluster or close group; congregate




•
 
the children 
clustered around

 her skirts.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 (of data points) have similar numerical values




•
 
students tended to have scores clustering around 70 percent.

















– origin

 Old English 
clyster

 ; probably related to clot
 .






cluster bean






noun




another term for guar
 .













cluster bomb

 
/ˈkləstər ˌbäm/






noun




a bomb that releases a number of projectiles on impact to injure or damage personnel and vehicles.













clustered

 
/ˈkləstərd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
growing or situated in a group




•
 
the spires and clustered roofs of the old town.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 (of pillars, columns, or shafts) positioned close together, or disposed around or half-detached from a pier.













cluster fly






noun




a fly that often enters buildings in large numbers during the autumn while looking for a place to overwinter.

[
Pollenia rudis

 (family 
Calliphoridae

 ), whose larvae parasitize earthworms, and the smaller 
Thaumatomyia notata

 (family 
Chloropidae

 ).]













clusterfuck

 
/ˈkləstərˌfək/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a disastrously mishandled situation or undertaking.











– origin

 1960s: from cluster
 + fuck
 .





cluster headache






noun




a type of severe headache that tends to recur over a period of several weeks and in which the pain is usually limited to one side of the head.













clutch1


 
/kləCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grasp or seize (something) tightly or eagerly




•
 
he stood clutching a microphone




•
 


‹figurative›

 Mrs. Longhill clutched at the idea.










2.
 
(also 
clutch up

 )
 — become nervous and panicked




•
 
doctors could clutch up and lose control as easily as anyone.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tight grasp or an act of grasping something




•
 
she made a 
clutch at

 his body.










2.
 
(
someone's clutches

 )
 — a person's power or control, especially when perceived as cruel or inescapable




•
 
she escaped the clutches of her temperamental family.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a slim, flat handbag without handles or a strap.




4.
 
a mechanism for connecting and disconnecting a vehicle engine from its transmission system.




5.
 
the pedal operating a vehicle's clutch.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (in sport) denoting or occurring in a critical situation in which the outcome of a game or competition is at stake




•
 
they both are hard-nosed players who seem to thrive in clutch situations.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a player or action) achieving or characterized by success at a critical moment in a game or competition




•
 
a clutch quarterback




•
 
clutch free-throw shooting.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
clutch at straws






see straw
 .









2.
 
in the clutch








(US)

 
‹informal›

 at a critical moment




•
 
why are some athletes able to perform in the clutch while others choke?





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bend, crook’): variant of obsolete 
clitch

 ‘close the hand,’ from Old English 
clyccan

 ‘crook, clench,’ of Germanic origin.





clutch2


 
/kləCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of eggs fertilized at the same time, typically laid in a single session and (in birds) incubated together.




2.
 
a brood of chicks.




3.
 
a small group of people or things




•
 


a clutch of

 young girls on roller skates.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably a southern variant of northern English dialect 
cletch

 , related to Middle English 
cleck

 ‘to hatch,’ from Old Norse 
klekja

 .





Clutha

 
/ˈklo͞oTHə/






a gold-bearing river at the southern end of South Island, in New Zealand. It flows for 213 miles (338 km) to the Pacific Ocean.









clutter

 
/ˈklədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of things lying about in an untidy mass




•
 
the attic is full of clutter.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an untidy state




•
 
the room was in a clutter of smelly untidiness.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crowd (something) untidily; fill with clutter




•
 
his apartment was cluttered with paintings and antiques




•
 
luggage 
cluttered up

 the hallway.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): variant of dialect 
clotter

 ‘to clot,’ influenced by cluster
 and clatter
 .






Clyde

 
/klīd/






a river in western central Scotland that flows for 106 miles (170 km) from the southern uplands to the Firth of Clyde.









Clyde, Firth of






the estuary of the Clyde River in western Scotland that separates southern Scotland on the east from the southern end of the Highlands on the northwest.









Clydesdale

 
/ˈklīdzdāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horse of a heavy, powerful breed, used for pulling heavy loads.




2.
 
a dog of a small breed of terrier.











– origin

 from the name of the area around the river Clyde
 in Scotland, where they were originally bred.





clypeus

 
/ˈklipēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a broad plate at the front of an insect's head.








II.
 
derivatives





clypeal

 
/-pēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘round shield.’





clyster

 
/ˈklistər/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for enema
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
clystere

 or Latin 
clyster

 , from Greek 
klustēr

 ‘syringe,’ from 
kluzein

 ‘wash out.’





Clytemnestra

 
/ˌklīdəmˈnestrə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







wife of Agamemnon. She conspired with her lover Aegisthus to murder Agamemnon on his return from the Trojan War and was murdered in retribution by her son Orestes and her daughter Electra.









cm

 
//






abbreviation




centimeter(s).













Cm






symbol




the chemical element curium.













CM






abbreviation



1.
 
command module.




2.
 
common meter or measure.













CMC






abbreviation




computer-mediated communication (that is, communication by means of email, instant messaging, social media, etc.).













Cmdr.






abbreviation




Commander.













Cmdre.






abbreviation




Commodore.













CMEA






abbreviation




Council for Mutual Economic Assistance.













c'mon

 
/kəˈmän/






contraction




come on




•
 
C'mon, it'll be fun!



















CMOS





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Electronics]

 a technology for making low power integrated circuits.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a chip built using CMOS technology.











– origin

 1980s: from 
Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor

 .





CMS






abbreviation




content management system (a system designed to manage the content of a website or other electronic resource that is used collaboratively by a number of people)




•
 
the choice of the proper CMS can have a big impact on the success of a website.



















CMSgt






abbreviation




chief master sergeant.













CMV






abbreviation




cytomegalovirus.













CMYK





I.
 
abbreviation




cyan, magenta, yellow, and black, the four colors used in most color printers, usually in two ink cartridges, one of black ink and the other containing cyan, magenta, and yellow inks in separate reservoirs.











– origin

 the final ‘k’ in 
black

 is used to differentiate black from blue; the color scheme RGB (red, green, blue) is used for color computer display screens.





Cn






symbol




the chemical element copernicium.













cnemial crest

 
/ˌnēmēəl ˈkrest/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in the legs of many mammals, birds, and dinosaurs) a ridge at the front of the head of the tibia or tibiotarsus to which the main extensor muscle of the thigh is attached. It is particularly well developed in running species.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
cnemial

 , from Greek 
knēmē

 ‘tibia’ + -al
 .





CNG






abbreviation




compressed natural gas.













Cnidaria

 
/nīdˈerēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of aquatic invertebrate animals that comprises the coelenterates.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
knidē

 ‘nettle.’






cnidarian

 
/nīdˈerēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an aquatic invertebrate animal of the phylum 
Cnidaria

 , which comprises the coelenterates.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting cnidarians.













CNN






abbreviation




Cable News Network.













C-note





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a 100 dollar bill




•
 
Helen's dad handed me a C-note for bringing his daughter home and this paid for the gas.

















– origin

 1930s: from the Roman numeral C (for 100).





CNR






abbreviation






‹historical›

 Canadian National Railways.













CNS






abbreviation




central nervous system.













Co






symbol




the chemical element cobalt.













CO

 
/ˌsēˈō/






abbreviation



1.
 
Colorado (in official postal use).




2.
 
Commanding Officer.




3.
 
conscientious objector.













Co.

 
/kō/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
company




•
 
the Consett Iron Co.










2.
 
county




•
 
Hudson Co.














II.
 
phrases





and Co.





a.
 
used as part of the titles of commercial businesses to designate the partner or partners not named.




b.
 
(also 
and co.

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 and the rest of them




•
 
I got there at 12.30 and waited for Mark and Co. to arrive.























c/o

 
/ˌsēˈō/






abbreviation



1.
 
care of.




2.
 
carried over.














co-

 
/kō/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
(forming nouns) joint; mutual; common




•
 
coeducation.










2.
 
(forming adjectives) jointly; mutually




•
 
coequal.










3.
 
(forming verbs) together with another or others




•
 
coproduce




•
 
co-own.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 of the complement of an angle




•
 
cosine.










5.
 
the complement of




•
 
colatitude




•
 
coset.

















– origin

 from Latin, originally a form of com-
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 In modern American English, the tendency increasingly is to write compound words beginning with 
co-

 without hyphenation, as in 
costar

 , 
cosignatory

 , and 
coproduce

 . British usage generally tends more often to show a preference for the older, hyphenated spelling, but even in Britain the trend seems to be in favor of less hyphenation than in the past. In both the US and the UK, for example, the spellings of 
coordinate

 and 
coed

 are encountered with or without hyphenation, but the more common choice for either word in either country is without the hyphen. 
2

 
Co-

 with the hyphen is often used in compounds that are not yet standard (
co-golfer

 ), or to prevent ambiguity (
co-driver

 —because 
codriver

 could be mistaken for 
cod river

 ), or simply to avoid an awkward spelling (
co-own

 is clearly preferable to 
coown

 ). There are also some relatively less common terms, such as 
co-respondent

 (in a divorce suit), where the hyphenated spelling distinguishes the word's meaning and pronunciation from that of the more common 
correspondent

 .





CoA






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 coenzyme A.













coacervate

 
/ˌkōəˈsərvət/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colloid-rich viscous liquid phase that may separate from a colloidal solution on addition of a third component.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from 
coacervation

 , based on Latin 
cum

 ‘(together) with’ + 
acervus

 ‘heap.’






coach1


 
/kōCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horse-drawn carriage, especially a closed one.




2.
 
a railroad car.




3.
 
(also 
coach class

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 economy class seating in an aircraft or train




•
 
a transatlantic flight in coach isn't the most pleasant experience




•
 
the cheapest coach-class fare.










4.
 
a bus, especially one that is comfortably equipped and used for longer journeys.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel by coach




•
 
they coached to Claude's dwelling.














III.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 in economy class accommodations in an aircraft or train




•
 
flying coach.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun): from French 
coche

 , from Hungarian 
kocsi (szekér)

 ‘(wagon) from 
Kocs

 ,’ a town in Hungary.





coach2


 
/kōCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an athletic instructor or trainer.




2.
 
a tutor who gives private or specialized teaching.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
train or instruct (a team or player)




•
 
he has coached the Edmeston Panthers for six years.










2.
 
give (someone) extra or private teaching




•
 
he was coached to speak more slowly and curb his hand gestures.










3.
 
teach (a subject or sport) as a coach




•
 
a Washington realtor who coaches soccer.










4.
 
prompt or urge (someone) with instructions




•
 
he had improperly coached the witness to testify more credibly.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a verb): figuratively from coach
 1
 .





coach house






noun




an outbuilding in which a carriage is or was kept.













coachman

 
/ˈkōCHmən/






noun




a driver of a horse-drawn carriage.













coachroof

 
/ˈkōCHˌro͞of, -ˌro͝of/






noun




a raised part of the cabin roof of a yacht.














coach screw






noun




another term for lag screw
 .













coachwhip

 
/ˈkōCH(h)wip/






noun




a harmless, fast-moving North American snake. The pattern of scales on its slender body is said to resemble a braided whip.

[
Masticophis flagellum

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













coachwood

 
/ˈkōCHˌwo͝od/






noun




a slender tree of the rain forests of Australia and New Guinea, with close-grained timber that has a characteristic caramel scent and is used for cabinetmaking and veneers.

[
Ceratopetalum apetalum

 , family 
Cunoniaceae

 .]













coaction

 
/ˌkōˈakSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
compulsion; restraint; coercion.




2.
 
concerted action; acting together.













coadapted

 
/ˌkōəˈdaptəd/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 mutually adapted; mutually accommodating.








II.
 
derivatives





coadaptation

 
/ˌkōadəpˈtāSHən /






noun





















coadjutant

 
/ˌkōˈajəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




helping another or others, or with another or others.








II.
 
noun




a person who thus helps.













coadjutor

 
/kōˈajo͞odər kōˈajədər/





I.
 
noun




a bishop appointed to assist a diocesan bishop, and often also designated as his successor.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
coadjutor

 , from 
co-

 (from Latin 
cum

 ‘together with’) + 
adjutor

 ‘assistant’ (from 
adjuvare

 ‘to help’).





coagulant

 
/kōˈaɡyələnt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that causes blood or another liquid to coagulate.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
coagulant-

 ‘curdling,’ from the verb 
coagulare

 (see coagulate
 ).





coagulase

 
/kōˈaɡyəˌlās, -ˌlāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a bacterial enzyme that brings about the coagulation of blood or plasma and is produced by disease-causing forms of staphylococcus.














coagulate

 
/kōˈaɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a fluid, especially blood) change to a solid or semisolid state




•
 
blood had coagulated around the edges of the wound.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a fluid) to change to a solid or semisolid state




•
 
epinephrine coagulates the blood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coagulable

 
/-ləbəl /






adjective













2.
 
coagulative

 
/kōˈaɡyəˌlādiv /






adjective













3.
 
coagulator

 
/kōˈaɡyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
coagulat-

 ‘curdled,’ from the verb 
coagulare

 , from 
coagulum

 ‘rennet.’





coagulation

 
/ˌkōaɡyo͝oˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of a liquid, especially blood, changing to a solid or semi-solid state




•
 
a supplement that inhibits blood coagulation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an abnormal coagulation test result.



















coagulum

 
/kōˈaɡyələm/





I.
 
noun




a mass of coagulated matter.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a coagulant): from Latin, literally ‘rennet.’





Coahuila

 
/ˌkōəˈwēlə/






a state in northern Mexico, on the US border; capital, Saltillo.










coal

 
/kōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a combustible black or dark brown rock consisting mainly of carbonized plant matter, found mainly in underground deposits and widely used as fuel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a coal fire.










2.
 
a red-hot piece of coal or other material in a fire




•
 
the glowing coals.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with a supply of coal


(as 
noun

 
coaling

 )


•
 
the coaling and watering of the engine.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
coals to Newcastle






something brought or sent to a place where it is already plentiful.









2.
 
rake (or haul) someone over the coals






reprimand someone severely.












IV.
 
derivatives





coaly

 
/ˈkōlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
col

 (in the senses ‘glowing ember’ and ‘charred remnant’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kool

 and German 
Kohle

 . The sense ‘combustible mineral used as fuel’ dates from Middle English.





coal-black

 
/ˈkōl ˈblak/






adjective




as black as coal; utterly black.













coaler

 
/ˈkōlər/






noun



1.
 
a ship that transports coal.




2.
 
a large mechanized structure for loading coal onto a ship, railroad car, or steam locomotive.














coalesce

 
/ˌkōəˈles/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come together and form one mass or whole




•
 
the puddles had 
coalesced into

 shallow streams




•
 
the separate details coalesce to form a single body of scientific thought.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — combine (elements) in a mass or whole




•
 
to help coalesce the community, they established an office.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coalescence

 
/ˌkōəˈlesns /






noun













2.
 
coalescent

 
/-ˈlesənt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bring together, unite’): from Latin 
coalescere

 , from 
co-

 (from 
cum

 ‘with’) + 
alescere

 ‘grow up’ (from 
alere

 ‘nourish’).





coalfield

 
/ˈkōlˌfēld/






noun




an extensive area containing a number of underground coal deposits.













coal-fired

 
/ˈkōl ˌfī(ə)rd/






adjective




heated, driven, or produced by the burning of coal




•
 
a coal-fired power station.



















coal gas

 
/ˈkōl ˌɡas/






noun




a mixture of gases (chiefly hydrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide) obtained by the destructive distillation of coal and formerly used for lighting and heating.













coalification

 
/ˌkōləfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process by which plant remains become coal.













coalition

 
/ˌkōəˈliSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an alliance for combined action, especially a temporary alliance of political parties forming a government or of states




•
 
a coalition of conservatives and disaffected Democrats




•
 
the party was only able to govern 
in coalition with

 three or even four other parties




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a coalition government.














II.
 
derivatives





coalitionist

 
/ˌkōəˈliSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘fusion’): from medieval Latin 
coalitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
coalescere

 (see coalesce
 ). Usage in politics dates from the late 18th cent.





coal measures






plural noun






[Geology]

 a series of strata of the Carboniferous period, including coal seams.













coal mine






noun




an excavation in the earth for extracting coal.













coal miner






noun




a person who works in a coal mine




•
 
200 coal miners were trapped deep underground for around six hours.



















coal oil






noun




another term for kerosene
 .













Coalport

 
/ˈkōlpôrt/






noun




a kind of porcelain, frequently decorated with floral designs, produced at Coalport, England, from the late 18th century.













Coalsack

 
/ˈkōlsak /

 

‹Astronomy›


 
the Coalsack






a dark nebula of dust near the Southern Cross that gives the appearance of a gap in the stars of the Milky Way.









coal scuttle

 
//






noun




see scuttle
 1
 .













coal tar

 
/ˈkōl ˌtär/






noun




a thick black liquid produced by the destructive distillation of bituminous coal. It contains benzene, naphthalene, phenols, aniline, and many other organic chemicals.













coaming

 
/ˈkōmiNG /

 
coamings





I.
 
noun




a raised border around the cockpit or hatch of a yacht or other boat to keep out water.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





coaptation

 
/ˌkōapˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the adaptation or adjustment of things, parts, or people to each other.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the drawing together of the separated tissue in a wound or fracture.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
coaptatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
coaptare

 , from 
co-

 (from Latin 
cum

 ‘with, together’) + 
aptare

 (from 
aptus

 ‘apt’).






coarctate

 
/kōˈärkˌtāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 pressed close together; contracted; confined.




2.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 
[Entomology]

 (of the pupa of certain flies) formed within and remaining concealed by the larval cuticle or puparium.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
coarctatus

 , past participle of 
coarctare

 ‘press or draw together.’





coarctation

 
/ˌkōärkˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 congenital narrowing of a short section of the aorta.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
coarctatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
coarctare

 (see coarctate
 ).





coarse

 
/kôrs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rough or loose in texture or grain




•
 
a coarse woolen cloth.










2.
 
made of large grains or particles




•
 
dry, coarse sand.










3.
 
(of grains or particles) large.




4.
 
(of a person's features) not elegantly formed or proportioned.




5.
 
(of food or drink) of inferior quality.




6.
 
(of a person or their speech) rude, crude, or vulgar.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coarsely

 
/ˈkôrslē /






adverb













2.
 
coarsish






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘ordinary or inferior’): origin uncertain; until the 17th cent. identical in spelling with course
 , and possibly derived from the latter in the sense ‘habitual or ordinary manner.’





coarse-grained

 
/ˌkôrsˈɡrānd/






adjective



1.
 
coarse in texture or grain




•
 
a coarse-grained flour.










2.
 
(of photographic film) having a noticeably grainy appearance.




3.
 
coarse in manner or speech




•
 
a coarse-grained man.



















coarsen

 
/ˈkôrs(ə)n/






verb



1.
 
make or become rough


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her hands were coarsened by outside work




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his facial features appeared to coarsen with age.










2.
 
make or become crude, vulgar, or unpleasant


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her experience has not coarsened her or made her cynical




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the voice coarsened.



















coarseness

 
/ˈkôrsnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being rough or harsh




•
 
the coarseness of her hair.










2.
 
the quality of being coarse in texture




•
 
you can set the desired coarseness of your flour.










3.
 
rudeness; vulgarity




•
 
he disliked the coarseness of the men around him.



















coarticulation

 
/ˌkōärˌtikyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Phonetics]

 the articulation of two or more speech sounds together, so that one influences the other.













coast

 
/kōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the land near the sea; the edge of the land




•
 
the west coast of Africa




•
 
they sailed further up the coast




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the coast road.










2.
 
(
the Coast

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the Pacific coast of North America.




3.
 
a run or movement in or on a vehicle without the use of power.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or vehicle) move easily without using power




•
 
the engines stopped, and the craft coasted along.










2.
 
act or make progress without making much effort




•
 
he 
coasted to

 victory.










3.
 
slide down a snowy hill on a sled.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sail along the coast, especially in order to carry cargo


(as 
adj.

 
coasting

 )


•
 
a coasting schooner.














III.
 
phrases





the coast is clear






there is no danger of being observed or caught.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘side of the body’), from Old French 
coste

 (noun), 
costeier

 (verb), from Latin 
costa

 ‘rib, flank, side.’ Sense 1 of the noun arose from the phrase 
coast of the sea

 ‘side of the sea.’





coastal

 
/ˈkōstəl/






adjective




of, relating to, or near a coast




•
 
coastal erosion




•
 
coastal waters.



















coasteering

 
/ˌkōstˈiriNG/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the sport or activity of exploring a rocky coastline by climbing, jumping, and swimming.













coaster

 
/ˈkōstər/






noun



1.
 
a ship used to carry cargo along the coast.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who inhabits a specified coast




•
 
a West coaster.










3.
 
a small tray or mat placed under a bottle or glass to protect the table underneath.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a toboggan.




5.
 
short for roller coaster
 .













coast guard

 
/ˈkōst ˌɡärd /

 
coastguard






noun

 — (
Coast Guard

 )


1.
 
a branch of the US armed forces, under the Department of Transportation since 1967, responsible for the enforcement of maritime law and for the protection of life and property at sea. In time of war, or at the direction of the president, the Coast Guard serves as part of the US Navy.




2.
 
(
the coastguard

 )
 — a civilian or volunteer organization keeping watch on the sea near a coast in order to assist people or ships in danger and to prevent smuggling.




3.
 
a member of a federal or civilian coast guard organization.













coastguardsman

 
/ˈkōstˌɡärdzmən/






noun




a member of a coast guard, especially the US Coast Guard.













coastland

 
/ˈkōstland/






noun

 — (usu. 
coastlands

 )


1.
 
an expanse of land near the sea.













coastline

 
/ˈkōstˌlīn/






noun




the outline of a coast, especially with regard to its shape and appearance




•
 
the hotel has wonderful views of the rugged coastline.



















Coast Mountains






a range that curves northwest for 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from British Columbia to Alaska and extends the line of the Cascade Mountains. Mount Waddington at 13,104 feet (3,994 m) is the high point.









Coast Ranges






the name for various ranges that extend from southern California along the Pacific coast to Alaska. Parallel to and west of the Coast Mountains, they reach 19,524 feet (5,951 m) at Mount Logan in the Yukon Territory.









coast to coast

 
/ˌkōst tə ˈkōst/






adjective, adverb




all the way across an island or continent


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
retail stores from coast to coast




•
 (as 
adj.

 
coast-to-coast

 )
 
a coast-to-coast journey.



















coastward

 
/ˈkōstwərd /

 
coastwards






adverb, adjective




toward the coast.













coastwise

 
/ˈkōstwīz/






adjective, adverb




along, following, or connected with the coast


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a small coastwise steamer




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the cargo was ferried coastwise.




















coat

 
/kōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outer garment worn outdoors, having sleeves and typically extending below the hips




•
 
a winter coat




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his coat pocket.










2.
 
an outer garment having sleeves and extending below the hips worn indoors as a protective garment




•
 
a laboratory coat.










3.
 
a man's jacket or tunic, especially as worn when hunting or by soldiers.




4.
 
a man's or woman's tailored jacket.




5.
 
an animal's covering of fur or hair.




6.
 
a structure, especially a membrane, enclosing or lining an organ.




7.
 
a skin, rind, or husk.




8.
 
a layer of a plant bulb.




9.
 
an outer layer or covering of a specified kind




•
 
the protein coat of the virus.










10.
 
a covering of paint or similar material laid on a surface at one time




•
 
a protective coat of varnish.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with a layer or covering of something; apply a coat to




•
 
his boots were 
coated with

 mud




•
 
coat each part with a thin oil.










2.
 
(of a substance) form a covering to




•
 
a film of dust coated the floor.














III.
 
derivatives





coated

 
/ˈkōdəd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
plastic-coated wire

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cote

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





coat armor






noun




heraldic arms.













coat check






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cloakroom with an attendant.













coat checker






noun




a cloakroom attendant.













coat dress

 
/ˈkōt ˌdres/






noun




a woman's tailored dress, typically fastening down the front and resembling a coat.














coati

 
/kōˈädē/





I.
 
noun




a raccoonlike animal found mainly in Central and South America, with a long, flexible snout and a ringed tail.

Also called coatimundi
 . [Genera 
Nasua

 and 
Nasuella

 , family 
Procyonidae

 : three or four species, in particular 
Nasua nasua

 , whose range reaches the southern US.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese, from Tupi 
kua'ti

 , from 
cua

 ‘belt’ + 
tim

 ‘nose.’






coatimundi

 
/kōˌädēˈməndē/





I.
 
noun




another term for coati
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi 
kuatimu'ne

 , from 
kua'ti

 (see coati
 ) + 
mu'ne

 ‘snare or trick.’ The 
coatimundi

 was originally thought to be a different species from the coati, but then discovered to be the male of the same species.





coating

 
/ˈkōdiNG/






noun



1.
 
a thin layer or covering of something




•
 
a coating of paint.










2.
 
material used for making coats.














coat of arms

 
/ˈkōd əv ˈˌärmz/






noun




the distinctive heraldic bearings or shield of a person, family, corporation, or country.













coat of mail

 
/ˌkōt əv ˈmāl/






noun






‹historical›

 a jacket covered with or composed of metal rings or plates, serving as armor.













coatrack

 
/ˈkōtrak /

 
coat stand






noun




a rack or stand with hooks on which to hang coats, hats, etc.













coatroom

 
/ˈkōtˌro͞om ˈkōtˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for cloakroom
 .













Coats Land

 
/ˈkōts ˌland/






a region of Antarctica, east of the Antarctic Peninsula.









coattail

 
/ˈkōtˌtāl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
coattails

 )


1.
 
each of the flaps formed by the lower back of a coat, especially a tailcoat.








II.
 
phrases





ride (on) the coattails of






benefit from the success of (another), sometimes undeservedly




•
 
the film could ride the coattails of the hottest show on Broadway.




•
 
the band is riding on the coattails of the garage-rock revival.




•
 
he was elected on the coattails of his predecessor.























coauthor

 
/ˌkōˈôTHər/





I.
 
noun




a joint author.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a joint author of (a book, paper, or report).













coax1


 
/kōks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (someone) gradually or by flattery to do something




•
 
the trainees were 
coaxed into

 doing hard, boring work




•
 
“Come on now,” I coaxed.










2.
 
(
coax something from/out of

 )
 — use flattery or gradual persuasion to obtain something from




•
 
we coaxed money out of my father




•
 


‹figurative›

 coaxing more speed from the car.










3.
 
manipulate (something) carefully into a particular shape or position




•
 
her lovely hair had been coaxed into ringlets.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coaxer

 
/ˈkōksər /






noun













2.
 
coaxingly

 
/ˈkōksiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
cokes

 ‘simpleton,’ of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘pet, fondle,’ hence ‘persuade by caresses or flattery,’ the underlying sense being ‘make a simpleton of.’





coax2


 
/ˈkōaks /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




coaxial cable.








II.
 
adjective




coaxial




•
 
coax connectors.



















coaxial

 
/kōˈaksēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a common axis.




2.
 
(of a cable or line) consisting of two concentric conductors separated by an insulator.








II.
 
derivatives





coaxially






adverb






















cob1


 
/käb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
corncob

 )
 — the central, cylindrical, woody part of the corn ear to which the grains, or kernels, are attached.




2.
 
(also 
cobnut

 )
 — a hazelnut or filbert, especially one of a large variety.




3.
 
a hazel or filbert bush.




4.
 
a powerfully built, short-legged horse.




5.
 
a male swan.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a roundish lump of coal.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a strong man or leader): of unknown origin. The underlying general sense appears to be ‘stout, rounded, sturdy.’





cob2


 
/käb/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a mixture of compressed clay and straw used, especially in former times, for building walls


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
cob and thatch cottages.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





COB






abbreviation




close of business




•
 
you have until COB today to show us why you should not be disconnected.



















Cobain, Kurt

 
/ˈkōbān/






(1967–94), US rock singer, guitarist, and songwriter; full name 
Kurt Donald Cobain

 . As leader of the Seattle band Nirvana, his style helped characterize the alternative music scene. His notoriety reached cult status, particularly after his suicide in April 1994.









cobalamin

 
/kōˈbôləmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of cobalt-containing substances including cyanocobalamin (vitamin B12
 ).











– origin

 1950s: blend of cobalt
 and vitamin
 .






cobalt

 
/ˈkōˌbôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Co

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 27, a hard silvery-white magnetic metal.




2.
 
short for cobalt blue
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cobalt sky.











Cobalt is chiefly obtained as a byproduct from nickel and copper ores. It is a transition metal similar in many respects to nickel. Its main use is as a component of magnetic alloys and those designed for use at high temperatures.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cobaltic

 
/kōˈbôltik /






adjective













2.
 
cobaltous

 
/kōˈbôltəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from German 
Kobalt

 ‘imp, demon’ (because the presence of cobalt-bearing ore made it more difficult to extract silver, and miners believed that it was harmful to the silver ore with which it occurred).






cobalt blue

 
/ˈˌkōˌbôlt ˈblo͞o/






noun



1.
 
a deep blue pigment containing cobalt and aluminum oxides.




2.
 
the deep blue color of this.













Cobb, Ty

 
/käb/






(1886–1961), US baseball player; full name 
Tyrus Raymond Cobb

 ; also known as 
the Georgia Peach

 . His lifetime batting average (.367) is the highest in major league history. An outfielder, he played for the Detroit Tigers 1905–26 and the Philadelphia Athletics 1927–28. Baseball Hall of Fame (1936).









Cobb County

 
/ˌkäb ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in northwestern Georgia that contains many northwestern suburbs of Atlanta; pop. 698,158 (est. 2008). Its seat is Marietta.









cobble1


 
/ˈkäbəl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
cobbles

 )


1.
 
a cobblestone.




2.
 
(
cobbles

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 coal in lumps the size of cobblestones.











– origin

 late Middle English: from cob
 1
 + -le
 2
 .





cobble2


 
/ˈkäbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 repair (shoes).




2.
 
(
cobble something together

 )
 — roughly assemble or put together something from available parts or elements




•
 
the mayor cobbled together a budget.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: back-formation from cobbler
 .





cobbled

 
/ˈkäbəld/






adjective




(of an area or roadway) paved with cobbles




•
 
a cobbled courtyard.




















cobbler

 
/ˈkäblər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who mends shoes as a job.




2.
 
an iced drink made with wine or sherry, sugar, and lemon.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dessert consisting of fruit baked in a deep dish with a thick, cake-like crust on top.








II.
 
phrases





let the cobbler stick to his last








‹proverb›

 people should only concern themselves with things they know something about.

[translating Latin 
ne sutor ultra crepidam

 .]















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





cobblestone

 
/ˈkäbəlˌstōn/






noun




a small, round stone of a kind formerly used to cover road surfaces.













cobby

 
/ˈkäbē/






adjective




(of horses, dogs, and other animals) shortish and thickset; stocky.













cob coal






noun




see cob
 1
 (
sense

 5).













Cobden, Richard

 
/ˈkäbdən/






(1804–65), English political reformer. From 1838, with John Bright, he led the Anti-Corn Law League in its successful campaign for the repeal of the Corn Laws 1846.









COBE

 
/ˈkōbē/





I.
 
a NASA satellite launched in 1989 to map the background microwave radiation from space in a search for evidence of the Big Bang.







– origin

 abbreviation of 
Cosmic Background Explorer

 .





co-belligerent

 
/ˌkōbəˈlijərənt/





I.
 
noun




any of two or more nations engaged in war as allies.








II.
 
derivatives





co-belligerence






noun






















cobia

 
/ˈkōbēə/





I.
 
noun




a large, edible game fish that lives in open waters of the Atlantic, Indian, and western Pacific oceans.

Also called sergeant fish
 . [
Rachycentron canadum

 , family 
Rachycentridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





COBOL

 
/ˈkōbôl/





I.
 
noun




a computer programming language designed for use in commerce.











– origin

 1960s: from 
co(mmon) b(usiness) o(riented) l(anguage)

 .





cobot

 
/ˈkōˌbät, -bət/





I.
 
noun




a computer-controlled robotic device designed to assist a person.











– origin

 blend of 
collaborative

 and 
robot

 .





cobra

 
/ˈkōbrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a highly venomous snake native to Africa and Asia that spreads the skin of its neck into a hood when disturbed.

[
Naja

 and two other genera, family 
Elapidae

 : several species, in particular the 
king cobra

 and the 
spectacled cobra

 .]




2.
 
(also 
cobra pose

 )
 — a yoga pose assumed by lying on one's stomach and raising one's upper body so as to curve it backwards, using one's arms and hands for support




•
 
drop the pelvis and arch the back into cobra.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
cobra de capello

 , literally ‘snake with hood,’ based on Latin 
colubra

 ‘snake.’





co-brand

 
/ˈkōbrand/





I.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — designate (a product or service) with the brands of joint manufacturers or sponsors.








II.
 
noun




a product or service jointly offered by two manufacturers or sponsors.








III.
 
derivatives





co-branding






noun





















cobweb

 
/ˈkäbˌweb/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
cobwebs

 )


1.
 
a spider's web, especially when old and covered with dust.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a tangled three-dimensional spider's web.




3.
 
something resembling a cobweb in delicacy or intricacy




•
 
white 
cobwebs of

 frost.














II.
 
phrases





blow (or clear) away the cobwebs






banish a state of sluggishness; enliven or refresh oneself.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cobwebbed

 
/ˈkäbwebd /






adjective













2.
 
cobwebby






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
coppeweb

 , 
copweb

 , from obsolete 
coppe

 ‘spider’ + web
 .





cobweb spider






noun




a spider that builds tangled three-dimensional webs.

[Family 
Theridiidae

 : many species, class 
Arachnida

 .]














coca

 
/ˈkōkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American shrub that is widely grown for its leaves, which are the source of cocaine.

[
Erythroxylum coca

 , family 
Erythroxylaceae

 .]




2.
 
the dried leaves of the coca plant, which are mixed with lime and chewed as a stimulant by the indigenous people of western South America.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish, from Aymara 
kuka

 or Quechua 
koka

 .






cocaine

 
/kōˈkān ˈkōˌkān/





I.
 
noun




an addictive drug derived from coca or prepared synthetically, used as an illegal stimulant and sometimes medicinally as a local anesthetic.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C17
 H21
 NO4
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from coca
 + -ine
 4
 .





cocainism

 
/kōˈkānizəm/






noun




(the condition due to) excessive use of or addiction to cocaine.













cocainize

 
/kōˈkānīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat or anesthetize with cocaine.













coccid

 
/ˈkäksid/






noun




a homopteran insect of the family 
Coccidae

 ; a scale insect.














coccidia

 
/käkˈsidēə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Biology]

 parasitic protozoa of a group that includes those that cause diseases such as coccidiosis and toxoplasmosis.

[Suborder 
Eimeriorina

 (formerly order or subclass 
Coccidia

 ), phylum 
Sporozoa

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





coccidian






adjective, noun






















coccidioidomycosis

 
/käkˌsidēˌoidōmīˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a serious fungal disease of the lungs and other tissues, endemic in the warmer, arid regions of America.

[The fungus is 
Coccidioides immitis

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Coccidioides

 (part of the binomial of the fungus) + mycosis
 .





coccidiosis

 
/käkˌsidēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a disease of birds and mammals that chiefly affects the intestines, caused by coccidia.

[The coccidia belong to the genera 
Eimeria

 , 
Isopora

 , and others.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
coccidium

 (singular of modern Latin 
Coccidia

 , from Greek 
kokkis

 , diminutive of 
kokkos

 ‘berry’) + -osis
 .





coccidiostat

 
/käkˈsidēōˌstat/






noun






[Veterinary Medicine]

 a substance administered to poultry, cattle, puppies, and kittens to retard the growth and reproduction of coccidian parasites.













coccidium

 
/käkˈsidēəm/






noun




singular form of coccidia
 .













coccinellid

 
/ˌkäksəˈnelid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a beetle of a family (
Coccinellidae

 ) that includes the ladybugs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Coccinellidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Coccinella

 , from Latin 
coccineus

 ‘scarlet.’





coccolith

 
/ˈkäkəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a minute, rounded, calcareous platelet, numbers of which form the spherical shells of coccolithophores.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kokkos

 ‘grain or berry’ + 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





coccolithophore

 
/ˌkäkəˈliTHəfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a single-celled marine flagellate that secretes a calcareous shell, forming an important constituent of the phytoplankton.

[Order Coccolithophorida, phylum Haptophyta.]








II.
 
derivatives





coccolithophorid

 
/ˌkäkəliˈTHäfərid /






noun, adjective






















coccus

 
/ˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 any spherical or roughly spherical bacterium.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coccal

 
/ˈkäkəl /






adjective













2.
 
coccoid

 
/ˈkäkˌoid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a scale insect): modern Latin, from Greek 
kokkos

 ‘berry.’ Compare with cochineal
 .






coccyx

 
/ˈkäksiks/





I.
 
noun




a small, triangular bone at the base of the spinal column in humans and some apes, formed of fused vestigial vertebrae.








II.
 
derivatives





coccygeal

 
/käkˈsijēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
kokkux

 ‘cuckoo’ (because the shape of the human bone resembles the cuckoo's bill).





Cochabamba

 
/ˌkōCHəˈbämbə/






a city in western central Bolivia, at the center of a rich agricultural region; pop. 611,056 (2009).









cochair





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkōCHer /



1.
 
a person who is in charge of a meeting or organization jointly with another or others.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkōCHer /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
chair (a meeting) jointly with others.














Cochin1


 
/ˈkōCHin ˈkäCHin/






former name for Kochi
 .









Cochin2


 
/ˈkōCHin ˈkäCHin /

 
Cochin China






noun




a chicken of an Asian breed with feathery legs.













Cochin-China

 
/ˌkōCHinˈCHīnə/






the former name for the southern region of what is now Vietnam. Part of French Indo-China from 1862, it became a French overseas territory in 1946 and then merged officially with Vietnam in 1949.










cochineal

 
/ˈkäCHəˌnēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a scarlet dye used chiefly for coloring food.




2.
 
the dried bodies of a female scale insect, which are crushed to yield cochineal dye.




3.
 
a dye similar to cochineal made from the oak kermes insect (see kermes
 ).




4.
 
(
cochineal insect

 )
 — the scale insect that is used for cochineal, native to Mexico and formerly widely cultivated on cacti.

[
Dactylopius coccus

 , family 
Dactylopiidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
cochenille

 or Spanish 
cochinilla

 , from Latin 
coccinus

 ‘scarlet,’ from Greek 
kokkos

 ‘berry’ (because the insect bodies were originally mistaken for grains or berries). Compare with coccus
 and kermes
 .





Cochise

 
/kōˈCHēs/






(c.1812–74), American Indian leader, chief of the Chiricahua Apache. With a band of followers, he resisted white encroachment on Arizona Indian lands.









cochlea

 
/ˈkōklēə ˈkäklēə/





I.
 
noun




the spiral cavity of the inner ear containing the organ of Corti, which produces nerve impulses in response to sound vibrations.








II.
 
derivatives





cochlear

 
/ˈkōklēər ˈkäklēər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (used to denote spiral objects such as a spiral staircase and an Archimedean screw): from Latin, ‘snail shell or screw,’ from Greek 
kokhlias

 . The current sense dates from the late 17th cent.





cochleate

 
/ˈkäklēit, -ˌāt /

 
cochleated






adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 formed like a spiral shell; twisted.













Cochran, Eddie

 
/ˈkäkrən/






(1938–60), US rock-and-roll singer and songwriter; born 
Ray Edward Cochrane

 . Notable songs: 
“Summertime Blues”

 (1958), 
“C'mon Everybody”

 (1959), and 
“Three Steps to Heaven”

 (1960).









Cochran, Jacqueline






(
c.

 1910–80), US aviator. The first woman to break the sound barrier (1953), she set many speed and altitude records.










cock1


 
/käk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male bird, especially a rooster.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — used in names of birds, especially game birds, e.g., 
moorcock

 .




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a male lobster, crab, or salmon.




4.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 nonsense




•
 
that's all a lot of cock.










6.
 
a firing lever in a gun which can be raised to be released by the trigger.




7.
 
a stopcock.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tilt (something) in a particular direction




•
 
she cocked her head slightly to one side.










2.
 
bend a (limb or joint) at an angle


(as 
adj.

 
cocked

 )


•
 
she listened, her little finger cocked as she held her coffee cup.










3.
 
(of a male dog) lift (a back leg) in order to urinate.




4.
 
raise the cock of (a gun) in order to make it ready for firing.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at full cock






(of a gun) with the cock lifted to the position at which the trigger will act.









2.
 
cock one's ear





a.
 
(of a dog) raise its ears to an erect position.




b.
 
(of a person) listen attentively to or for something.









3.
 
cock one's eye (or eyebrow)






glance in a quizzical or knowing manner with a raised eyebrow.









4.
 
cock of the walk






someone who dominates others within a group.









5.
 
cock a snook






see snook
 2
 .















– origin

 Old English 
cocc

 , from medieval Latin 
coccus

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
coq

 .





cock2


 
/käk/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a small pile of hay, straw, or other material, with vertical sides and a rounded top.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 shape (hay, straw, or other material) into a pile with vertical sides and a rounded top.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian 
kok

 ‘heap, lump,’ Danish 
kok

 ‘haycock,’ and Swedish 
koka

 ‘clod.’





cockade

 
/käˈkād/





I.
 
noun




a rosette or knot of ribbons worn in a hat as a badge of office or party, or as part of a livery.








II.
 
derivatives





cockaded

 
/käˈkādəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
cocarde

 , originally in 
bonnet à la coquarde

 , from the feminine of obsolete 
coquard

 ‘saucy.’





cock-a-doodle-doo

 
/ˌkäkəˌdo͞odlˈdo͞o/






noun




used to represent the sound made by a cock when it crows.













cock-a-hoop

 
/ˌkäkəˈho͞op/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
extremely and obviously pleased, especially about a triumph or success.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the phrase 
set cock a hoop

 , of unknown origin, apparently denoting the action of turning on the tap and allowing liquor to flow (prior to a drinking session).





cock-a-leekie

 
/ˌkäkəˈlēkē/





I.
 
noun




a Scottish soup traditionally made with chicken and leeks.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from cock
 1
 and leek
 .





cockalorum

 
/ˌkäkəˈlôrəm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a self-important little man.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: an arbitrary formation from cock
 1
 .





cockamamie

 
/ˈkäkəˌmāmē /

 
cockamamy





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 ridiculous; implausible




•
 
a cockamamie theory.

















– origin

 1940s (originally denoting a design left by a transfer): probably an alteration of decalcomania
 .





cock and bull story






noun






‹informal›

 a ridiculous and implausible story.













cockapoo

 
/ˈkäkəˌpo͞o/






noun




a dog resulting from a cross between a cocker spaniel and a miniature poodle.













cockatiel

 
/ˌkäkəˈtēl/





I.
 
noun




a slender, long-crested Australian parrot related to the cockatoos, with a mainly gray body, white shoulders, and a yellow and orange face.

[
Nymphicus hollandicus

 , family 
Cacatuidae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Dutch 
kaketielje

 , probably a diminutive of 
kaketoe

 ‘cockatoo.’





cockatoo

 
/ˈkäkəˌto͞o/





I.
 
noun




a parrot with an erectile crest, found in Australia, eastern Indonesia, and neighboring islands.

[Family 
Cacatuidae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ): several genera and numerous species, including the 
sulfur-crested cockatoo

 (
Cacatua galerita

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
kaketoe

 , from Malay 
kakatua

 , the spelling influenced by cock
 1
 .






cockatrice

 
/ˈkäkətrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for basilisk
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a mythical animal depicted as a two-legged dragon (or wyvern) with a cock's head.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cocatris

 , from Latin 
calcatrix

 ‘tracker’ (from 
calcare

 ‘to tread or track’), translating Greek 
ikhneueinōn

 (see ichneumon
 ).





cockbead

 
/ˈkäkbēd/





I.
 
noun




a projecting wooden molding used to decorate furniture.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cockbeaded






adjective













2.
 
cockbeading






noun






















cockchafer

 
/ˈkäkˌCHāfər/





I.
 
noun




a large brown European beetle that flies at dusk and often crashes into lighted windows. The adults are damaging to foliage and flowers, and the larvae are a pest of cereal and grass roots.

[
Melolontha melolontha

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from cock
 1
 (expressing size or vigor) + chafer
 .





Cockcroft, Sir John Douglas

 
/ˈkäkˌkrôft/






(1897–1967), English physicist. In 1932, working with Ernest Walton, he succeeded in splitting the atom. Nobel Prize for Physics (1951), shared with Walton.









cockcrow

 
/ˈkäkˌkrō/






noun






‹literary›

 dawn




•
 
the hour of cockcrow was still far off.




















cocked hat

 
/ˌkäkt ˈhat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brimless triangular hat pointed at the front, back, and top.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a hat with a wide brim permanently turned up toward the crown, such as a tricorn.








II.
 
phrases





knock something into a cocked hat






utterly defeat or outdo something.

















cockerel

 
/ˈkäk(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun




a young domestic cock.











– origin

 Middle English: diminutive of cock
 1
 .





cocker spaniel

 
/ˌkäkər ˈspanyəl /

 
cocker





I.
 
noun




a small spaniel of a breed with a silky coat.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cock
 1
 + -er
 1
 (because the dog was bred to flush game birds such as woodcock, for shooting).





cockeye

 
/ˈkäkī/






noun




an eye that squints or is affected by strabismus.













cockeyed

 
/ˈkäkˌīd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 crooked or askew; not level




•
 
cockeyed camera angles.










2.
 


‹informal›

 absurd; impractical




•
 
do you expect us to believe a cockeyed story like that?










3.
 


‹informal›

 drunk




•
 
I got cockeyed.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or a person's eyes) having a squint.




5.
 


‹informal›

 cross-eyed.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: apparently from the verb cock
 1
 and eye
 . The sense ‘drunk’ (originally US) dates from the 1920s.





cockfighting

 
/ˈkäkˌfīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport (illegal in certain countries) of setting two cocks to fight each other. Fighting cocks often have had their legs fitted with metal spurs.








II.
 
derivatives





cockfight

 
/ˈkäkˌfīt /






noun






















cockle1


 
/ˈkäk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible, burrowing bivalve mollusk with a strong ribbed shell.

[Genus 
Cardium

 , family 
Cardiidae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
cockleshell

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a small shallow boat.








II.
 
phrases





warm the cockles of one's heart






give one a comforting feeling of pleasure or contentment.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coquille

 ‘shell,’ based on Greek 
konkhulion

 , from 
konkhē

 ‘conch.’






cockle2


 
/ˈkäk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of paper) bulge out in certain places so as to present a wrinkled or creased surface; pucker.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
coquiller

 ‘blister (bread in cooking),’ from 
coquille

 ‘shell’ (see cockle
 1
 ).






cocklebur

 
/ˈkäkəlˌbər/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant of the daisy family, with broad leaves and burred fruits. It originated in tropical America but is now cosmopolitan.

See also clotbur
 . [Genus 
Xanthium

 , family 
Compositae

 : two or three species, in particular 
X. strumarium

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cockle
 2
 + burr
 .





cockloft

 
/ˈkäklôft/






noun




a small loft or attic.













cockney

 
/ˈkäknē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of East London, traditionally one born within hearing of Bow Bells.




2.
 
the dialect or accent typical of cockneys.








II.
 
adjective




of or characteristic of cockneys or their dialect or accent




•
 
cockney humor.

















– origin

 late Middle English late Middle English (denoting a pampered child): origin uncertain; it is apparently not the same word as Middle English 
cokeney

 ‘cock's egg,’ denoting a small misshapen egg (probably from cock
 1
 + obsolete 
ey

 ‘egg’). A later sense was ‘a town-dweller regarded as affect or puny,’ from which the current sense arose in the early 17th cent.





cockneyism

 
/ˈkäknēˌizəm/






noun




a feature or style of speech or idiom characteristic of cockneys.













cock-of-the-rock

 
/ˌkäkəvT͟Hēˈräk/






noun




a crested cotinga found in the tropical forests of South America. The male has brilliant orange or red plumage used in communal display.

[Genus 
Rupicola

 , family 
Cotingidae

 : two species.]













cockpit

 
/ˈkäkˌpit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a compartment for the pilot and sometimes also the crew in an aircraft or spacecraft.




2.
 
a compartment for the driver in a racing car.




3.
 
a sunken area in the after deck of a boat providing space for members of the crew.




4.
 
a place where a battle or other conflict takes place




•
 
the cockpit of capitalist conflict in Europe.










5.
 
a place where cockfights are held.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from cock
 1
 + pit
 1
 . In the early 18th cent. the term was in nautical use, denoting an area in the aft lower deck of a man-of-war where the wounded were taken, later coming to mean ‘the “pit” or well in a sailing yacht from which it was steered’; hence the place housing the controls of other vehicles (
sense

 1, early 20th cent).






cockroach

 
/ˈkäkˌrōCH/





I.
 
noun




a beetlelike insect with long antennae and legs, feeding by scavenging. Several tropical species have become established worldwide as pests in homes and food service establishments.

[Suborder 
Blattodea

 , order 
Dictyoptera

 : many genera and species, including the 
oriental cockroach

 (
Blatta orientalis

 ) and the 
American cockroach

 (
Periplaneta americana

 ); some, esp. in the genus 
Ectobius

 , are small temperate species that live outdoors.]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
cacaroch

 ): from Spanish 
cucaracha

 . The spelling change was due to association with cock
 1
 and roach
 2
 .






cockscomb

 
/ˈkäkskōm/






noun



1.
 
the crest or comb of a domestic cock.




2.
 
a tropical plant with a crest or plume of tiny yellow, orange, or red flowers, widely cultivated as a garden annual or a houseplant.

[
Celosia cristata

 , family 
Amaranthaceae

 .]




3.
 
an orchid related to the coralroots but with more colorful flowers, native to southern North America.

Also called coralroot
 . [Genus 
Hexalectris

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]













cocksfoot

 
/ˈkäksfo͝ot/






noun




British term for orchard grass
 .













cockshy

 
/ˈkäkˌSHī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a target for throwing sticks or stones at as a game.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 an act of throwing something at a cockshy.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 an object of ridicule or criticism.











– origin

 from the original use of a cockerel, or a replica of a cockerel, as a target.





cocksman

 
/ˈkäksmən/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a man reputed to be extremely virile or sexually accomplished.








II.
 
derivatives





cocksmanship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















cockspur thorn

 
/ˈkäkspər ˌTHôrn/






noun



1.
 
a North American hawthorn that is often cultivated for its rich orange autumn foliage.

[
Crataegus crus-galli

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of trees bearing long spiny thorns.













cocksucker

 
/ˈkäkˌsəkər/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a contemptible person (used as a generalized term of abuse).













cocksure

 
/ˌkäkˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective




presumptuously or arrogantly confident.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cocksurely






adverb













2.
 
cocksureness

 
/ˌkäkˈSHo͝ornəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from archaic 
cock

 (a euphemism for 
God

 ) + sure
 ; later associated with cock
 1
 .






cocktail

 
/ˈkäkˌtāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an alcoholic drink consisting of a spirit or several spirits mixed with other ingredients, such as fruit juice, lemonade, or cream


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
cocktail parties




•
 
a cocktail bar.










2.
 
a mixture of substances or factors, especially when dangerous or unpleasant in its effects




•
 
financial pressure plus isolation can be a deadly cocktail for some people




•
 
a cocktail of drugs that inhibits replication of HIV.










3.
 
a dish consisting of small pieces of food, typically served cold at the beginning of a meal as an appetizer




•
 
a chilled lobster cocktail prettily presented in a martini glass.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from cock
 1
 + tail
 1
 . The original use was as an adjective describing a creature with a tail like that of a cock, specifically a horse with a docked tail; hence (because hunters and coach horses were generally docked) a racehorse that was not a thoroughbred, having a cock-tailed horse in its pedigree (early 19th cent). 
Sense

 1 (originally US, also early 19th cent.) is perhaps analogous, from the idea of an adulterated spirit.





cocktail dress

 
/ˈkäkˌtāl dres/






noun




an elegant dress suitable for semiformal social occasions.














cocktail lounge






noun




a bar, typically in a hotel, restaurant, or airport, where alcoholic drinks are served.













cocktail napkin






noun




a small napkin designed to be placed under a drink when it is served.













cocktail sauce






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cold sauce made with ketchup or chili sauce and horseradish, typically served with seafood




•
 
six plump shrimp were accompanied by a slice of lemon and cup of zesty cocktail sauce.



















cocktail table






noun




another term for coffee table
 .














cockteaser

 
/ˈkäkˌtēzər /

 
cocktease






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a woman who leads a man to the mistaken belief that she is likely to have sexual intercourse with him.













cock-up

 
/ˈkäk ˌəp/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 something done badly or inefficiently




•
 
we've made a total cock-up of it.



















cocky

 
/ˈkäkē/





I.
 
adjective




conceited or arrogant, especially in a bold or impudent way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cockily

 
/ˈkäkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
cockiness

 
/ˈkäkēnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘lecherous’): from cock
 1
 + -y
 1
 .






coco

 
/ˈkōkō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — coconut




•
 
coco matting




•
 
coco palm.










2.
 


(W. Indian)

 the root of the taro.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting the nut): from Spanish and Portuguese, literally ‘grinning face’ (because of the appearance of the base of the coconut).





cocoa

 
/ˈkōkō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chocolate powder made from roasted and ground cacao seeds.




2.
 
a hot drink made from cocoa powder mixed with sugar and milk or water.




3.
 
variant spelling of coco
 , usu. regarded as a misspelling.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting cacao seed): alteration of cacao
 .





cocoa bean






noun




a cacao seed.













cocoa butter






noun




a fatty substance obtained from cocoa beans and used especially in the manufacture of confectionery and cosmetics.













cocoa-colored






adjective




of a brown color like that of cocoa powder.













cocobolo

 
/ˌkōkōˈbōlō/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American tree with hard, reddish timber that is used chiefly to make cutlery handles.

[
Dalbergia retusa

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Spanish from Arawak 
kakabali

 .





coco de mer

 
/ˌkōkō də ˈmer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall palm tree that is native to the Seychelles and has an immense, seaborne nut in a hard, woody shell, which is the largest known seed.

[
Lodoicea maldivica

 , family 
Palmae

 .]




2.
 
the large nut of the coco de mer.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
coco-de-mer

 , literally ‘coco from the sea’ (because the tree was first known from nuts found floating in the sea).





co-conspirator






noun




a person who is engaged in a conspiracy with another or others




•
 
two men were named by the prosecution as co-conspirators.



















coconut

 
/ˈkōkəˌnət /

 
cocoanut






noun



1.
 
the large, oval, brown seed of a tropical palm, consisting of a hard shell lined with edible white flesh and containing a clear liquid. It grows inside a woody husk, surrounded by fiber.




2.
 
the flesh of a coconut, especially when used as food.




3.
 
(also 
coconut palm

 or 
tree

 )
 — the tall palm tree that yields the coconut, which grows mainly by coastal beaches and has become naturalized throughout the tropics. Many tropical economies are dependent upon its products, which include copra and coir.

[
Cocos nucifera

 , family 
Palmae

 .]













coconut butter






noun




a solid fat obtained from the flesh of the coconut, and used in the manufacture of soap, candles, ointment, etc.














coconut crab





I.
 
noun




a large terrestrial crablike crustacean that climbs coconut palms to feed on the nuts, found on islands in the Indo-Pacific area.

Also called robber crab
 . [
Birgus latro

 , family 
Paguridae

 .]











– origin

 so named because it climbs trees to reach coconuts.





Coconut Creek






a city in southeastern Florida, northwest of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 50,436 (est. 2008).









Coconut Grove






a district in southwestern Miami in Florida, noted as an arts colony and a thriving tourist destination.









coconut matting

 
/ˈkōkəˌnət ˈmadiNG/






noun




matting made of fiber from coconut husks.













coconut milk






noun




a milky white liquid expressed from coconut meat, used as a base in cooking.













coconut oil






noun




the fatty oil obtained from the coconut and used in candies and confections and in cosmetics.













coconut water






noun




the watery liquid found inside a coconut, consumed as a beverage.













cocoon

 
/kəˈko͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a silky case spun by the larvae of many insects for protection in the pupal stage.




2.
 
a covering that prevents the corrosion of metal equipment.




3.
 
something that envelops or surrounds, especially in a protective or comforting way




•
 
the 
cocoon of

 her kimono




•
 


‹figurative›

 
a

 warm 
cocoon of

 love.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
envelop or surround in a protective or comforting way




•
 
we began to feel cold even though we were 
cocooned in

 our sleeping bags.










2.
 
spray with a protective coating.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 retreat from the stressful conditions of public life into the cozy private world of the family




•
 
the movers and shakers are now cocooning.














III.
 
derivatives





cocooner






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
cocon

 , from medieval Provençal 
coucoun

 ‘eggshell, cocoon,’ diminutive of 
coca

 ‘shell.’ The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.






Cocos Islands

 
/ˌkōkəs ˈīləndz/






a group of 27 small coral islands in the Indian Ocean, administered as an external territory of Australia since 1955; pop. 600 (est. 2009).

Also called Keeling Islands
 .









cocotte

 
/kôˈkôt, kəˈkät/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
en cocotte

 )
 — a covered, heatproof dish or casserole in which food can be both cooked and served; a Dutch oven.

[early 20th cent.: from French 
cocasse

 , from Latin 
cucuma

 ‘cooking container.’]




2.
 


‹dated›

 a fashionable prostitute.

[mid 19th cent.: French, from a child's name for a hen.]













co-counseling

 
/ˈkōˌkounsəliNG, kōˈkoun- /

 
cocounseling






noun




a form of personal or psychological counseling in which two or more people alternate the roles of therapist and patient.













Cocteau, Jean

 
/käkˈtō/






(1889–1963), French playwright, novelist, and movie director. His movies include 
Beauty and the Beast

 (1945) and 
Orpheus

 (1949).









co-curricular






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of an activity at a school or college) pursued in addition to the normal course of study




•
 
the academic and co-curricular activities of the college.



















cocus wood

 
/ˈkōkəs ˌwo͝od/





I.
 
noun




hard, heavy timber that blackens with age and is used for musical instruments.

[This timber is obtained from the Jamaican ebony (
Brya ebenus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: 
cocus

 , of unknown origin.






cod

 
/käd /

 
codfish





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large marine fish with a small barbel on the chin.

[Family 
Gadidae

 (the 
cod family

 ): many genera and species, in particular the North Atlantic 
Gadus morhua

 , of great commercial importance as a food fish and as a source of cod liver oil. The cod family also includes the haddock, ling, pollack, whiting, and other food fishes.]




2.
 
used in names of fishes similar or related to the cod, e.g., 
rock cod

 , 
tomcod

 .











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin; one suggestion is that the word is the same as Old English 
cod(d)

 ‘bag,’ because of the fish's appearance.





COD

 
/ˈsēːˈōˈdēː/






abbreviation



1.
 
cash on delivery.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 collect on delivery.













coda

 
/ˈkōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the concluding passage of a piece or movement, typically forming an addition to the basic structure.




2.
 


[Music]

 the concluding section of a dance, especially of a pas de deux, or the finale of a ballet in which the dancers parade before the audience.




3.
 


[Music]

 a concluding event, remark, or section




•
 
his new novel is a kind of 
coda to

 his previous books.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, from Latin 
cauda

 ‘tail.’






coddle

 
/ˈkädl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat in an indulgent or overprotective way




•
 
I was coddled and cosseted.










2.
 
cook (an egg) in water below the boiling point.








II.
 
derivatives





coddler

 
/ˈkädlər, ˈkädl-ər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘boil (fruit) gently’): origin uncertain; 
sense

 1 is probably a dialect variant of obsolete 
caudle

 ‘administer invalids' gruel,’ based on Latin 
caldum

 ‘hot drink,’ from 
calidus

 ‘warm.’






code

 
/kōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of words, letters, figures, or other symbols substituted for other words, letters, etc., especially for the purposes of secrecy




•
 
the Americans cracked their diplomatic code




•
 
sending messages 
in code

 .










2.
 
a system of signals, such as sounds, light flashes, or flags, used to send messages




•
 
Morse code.










3.
 
a series of letters, numbers, or symbols assigned to something for the purposes of classification or identification




•
 
the genetic code




•
 
calls with either code will work in the 201 area.










4.
 


[Computing]

 program instructions




•
 
hundreds of lines of code




•
 
assembly code.










5.
 
a systematic collection of laws or regulations




•
 
the criminal code.










6.
 
a set of conventions governing behavior or activity in a particular sphere




•
 
a dress code.










7.
 
a set of rules and standards adhered to by a society, class, or individual




•
 
a stern code of honor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (the words of a message) into a particular code in order to convey a secret meaning




•
 
only Mitch knew how to read the message—even the name was coded.










2.
 
express the meaning of (a statement or communication) in an indirect or euphemistic way


(as 
adj.

 
coded

 )


•
 
a national campaign against “playing by ear,” a coded phrase that meant jazz.










3.
 
assign a code to (something) for purposes of classification, analysis, or identification




•
 
she coded the samples and sent them down for dissection.










4.
 
write code for (a computer program)




•
 
most developers code C + + like C




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I no longer actively code in PHP.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
code for

 )
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 specify the genetic sequence for (an amino acid or protein)




•
 
genes that code for human growth hormone.










6.
 
be the genetic determiner of (a characteristic)




•
 
one pair of homologous chromosomes that codes for eye color.














III.
 
phrases





bring something up to code








(N. Amer.)

 renovate an old building or update its features in line with the latest building regulations.












IV.
 
derivatives





coder

 
/ˈkōdər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
codex

 , 
codic-

 (see codex
 ). The term originally denoted a systematic collection of statutes made by one of the later Roman emperors, particularly that of Justinian; compare with 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun (mid 18th cent.), the earliest modern sense.





codebreaker

 
/ˈkōdˌbrākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who solves a code or codes.








II.
 
derivatives





codebreaking






noun





















codec

 
/ˈkōdek/





I.
 
noun




a device or program that compresses data to enable faster transmission and decompresses received data.











– origin

 1960s: blend of 
coder

 (see code
 ) and decoder
 .





codefendant

 
/ˌkōdəˈfendənt/






noun




a joint defendant.














codeine

 
/ˈkōˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a sleep-inducing and analgesic drug derived from morphine.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C18
 H21
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kōdeia

 ‘poppy head’ + -ine
 4
 .





code monkey






noun






‹informal›

 a computer programmer, especially an inexperienced or unskillful one.













code name

 
/ˈkōd ˌnām/






noun




a word used for secrecy or convenience instead of the usual name.













code-named

 
/ˈkōdˌnāmd/






adjective




identified by a word used for secrecy or convenience instead of the usual name




•
 
the code-named operations




•
 
the five code-named beaches where Allied soldiers landed.



















codependency

 
/ˌkōdəˈpendənsē/





I.
 
noun




excessive emotional or psychological reliance on a partner, typically a partner who requires support due to an illness or addiction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
codependence

 
/-dəns /






noun













2.
 
codependent

 
/ˌkōdəˈpend(ə)nt /






adjective, noun





















code-sharing





I.
 
noun




agreement between two or more airlines to list certain flights in a reservation system under each other's names.








II.
 
derivatives





code-share






verb





















code-switching





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the practice of alternating between two or more languages or varieties of language in conversation




•
 
the conversational code-switching of the German-American bilingual community.














II.
 
derivatives





code-switch






verb





















codetermination

 
/ˌkōdəˌtərməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




cooperation between management and workers in decision-making, especially by the representation of workers on boards of directors.











– origin

 1950s: from co-
 ‘together’ + determination
 (translating German 
Mitbestimmung

 ).





code word






noun




a word used for secrecy or convenience instead of the usual name for something




•
 
secret projects were identified by special code words




•
 
various parties had been asked to bring 'cigars' to the meeting—a code word for guns.




















codex

 
/ˈkōˌdeks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient manuscript text in book form.




2.
 
an official list of medicines, chemicals, etc.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a collection of statutes or set of rules): from Latin, literally ‘block of wood,’ later denoting a block split into leaves or tablets for writing on, hence a book.





codfish

 
/ˈkädˌfiSH/






noun




another term for cod
 .













codger

 
/ˈkäjər/





I.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 an elderly man, especially one who is old-fashioned or eccentric




•
 


old codgers

 always harp on about yesteryear.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps a variant of 
cadger

 (see cadge
 ).





codices

 
/ˈkōdəsēz ˈkädəsēz/






plural form of codex
 .









codicil

 
/ˈkädəˌsəl/





I.
 
noun




an addition or supplement that explains, modifies, or revokes a will or part of one.








II.
 
derivatives





codicillary

 
/ˌkädəˈsilərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
codicillus

 , diminutive of 
codex

 , 
codic-

 (see codex
 ).





codification

 
/ˌkädəfəˈkāSH(ə)n ˌkōdəfəˈkāSH(ə)n ˌkädəfəˈkāSH(ə)n ˌkōdəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of arranging laws or rules according to a system or plan




•
 
a codification of existing common-law principles




•
 
the formal codification of yoga in India.



















codify

 
/ˈkädəˌfī ˈkōdəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (laws or rules) into a systematic code.




2.
 
arrange according to a plan or system




•
 
Verdi helped codify an international operatic culture.














II.
 
derivatives





codifier

 
/ˈkädəˌfī(ə)r ˈkōdəˌfī(ə)r /






noun





















coding

 
/ˈkōdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of assigning a code to something for the purposes of classification or identification.




2.
 
a code assigned for the purpose of classification or identification




•
 
text type codings.










3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the process of coding genetically for an amino acid, protein, or characteristic.













codling

 
/ˈkädliNG/






noun




an immature cod.













codling moth

 
codlin moth





I.
 
noun




a small, grayish moth whose larva feeds on apples.

[
Cydia pomonella

 , family 
Tortricidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: 
codling

 from Anglo-Norman French 
quer de lion

 ‘lionheart.’





cod liver oil

 
/käd ˈlivər oil/






noun




oil pressed from the fresh liver of cod, which is rich in vitamins D and A.













codomain

 
/ˌkōˌdōˈmān ˈkōdōˌmān/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a set that includes all the possible values of a given function.













codon

 
/ˈkōdän/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sequence of three nucleotides that together form a unit of genetic code in a DNA or RNA molecule.











– origin

 1960s: from code
 + -on
 .





codpiece

 
/ˈkädˌpēs/





I.
 
noun




a pouch, especially a conspicuous and decorative one, attached to a man's breeches or close-fitting hose to cover the genitals, worn in the 15th and 16th centuries.











– origin

 from earlier 
cod

 ‘scrotum’ (from Old English 
codd

 ‘bag, pod’) + piece
 .





co-driver

 
/ˈkōˌdrīvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who shares the driving of a vehicle with another.




2.
 
a person who navigates from the front passenger seat during a rally




•
 
you have a co-driver there calling the turns




•
 
the co-driver is responsible for memorizing the route and relaying exact instructions.



















codswallop

 
/ˈkädzˌwäləp/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 nonsense.











– origin

 1960s: sometimes said to be named after Hiram 
Codd

 , who invented a bottle for carbonated beverages (1875); the derivation remains unconfirmed.





Cody

 
/ˈkōdē/






a city in northwestern Wyoming, associated with Buffalo Bill Cody, who lived here; pop. 9,309 (est. 2008).









Cody, William Frederick






see Buffalo Bill
 .









Coe, Sebastian

 
/kō/






Baron Coe of Ranmore (1956–), British middle-distance runner and politician. He won an Olympic gold medal in the 1,500 meters in 1980 and in 1984. After his retirement from athletics, he served as a member of Parliament 1992–97 and chaired the committee that organized the 2012 London Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.









coed

 
/ˈkōˌed /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a female student at a co-educational institution.








II.
 
adjective




(of an institution or system) co-educational.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





co-education

 
/ˌkōˌejəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the education of students of both sexes together.








II.
 
derivatives





coeducational

 
/ˌkōˌejəˈkāSHənl ˌkōˌejəˈkāSHnəl /






adjective





















coefficient

 
/ˌkōəˈfiSHənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a numerical or constant quantity placed before and multiplying the variable in an algebraic expression (e.g., 
4

 in 
4x

 y
 ).




2.
 


[Physics]

 a multiplier or factor that measures some property




•
 
coefficients of elasticity




•
 
the drag coefficient.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cooperating to produce a result’): from modern Latin 
coefficient-

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
efficient-

 ‘accomplishing’ (see efficient
 ).





coefficient of friction






noun




the ratio between the force necessary to move one surface horizontally over another and the pressure between the two surfaces.













coefficient of viscosity






noun






[Physics]

 the degree to which a fluid resists flow under an applied force, expressed as the ratio of the shearing stress to the velocity gradient. The coefficient of viscosity of liquids decreases as temperature increases because the bonds between molecules are weakened.













coelacanth

 
/ˈsēləˌkanTH/





I.
 
noun




a large, bony marine fish with a three-lobed tail fin and fleshy pectoral fins. It is thought to be related to the ancestors of land vertebrates and was known only from fossils until one was found alive in 1938; since then others have been found near the Comoro Islands in the Indian Ocean and off Sulawesi, Indonesia.

[
Latimeria chalumnae

 , family 
Latimeriidae

 (or 
Coelacanthidae

 ), subclass 
Crossopterygii

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Coelacanthus

 (genus name), from Greek 
koilos

 ‘hollow’ + 
akantha

 ‘spine’ (because its fins have hollow spines).





-coele

 
-cele





I.
 
combining form






[Medicine]

 denoting a swelling or hernia in a specified part




•
 
meningocele.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kēlē

 ‘tumor.’





coelenterate

 
/sēˈlentərāt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an aquatic invertebrate animal of a phylum that includes jellyfishes, corals, and sea anemones. They are distinguished by having a tube- or cup-shaped body and a single opening ringed with tentacles.

Also called cnidarian
 . [Phylum 
Cnidaria

 (formerly 
Coelenterata

 ): four classes.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Coelenterata

 , from Greek 
koilos

 ‘hollow’ + 
enteron

 ‘intestine.’





coelenteron

 
/sēˈlen(t)əˌrän/






noun




the central gastric cavity of a coelenterate.













coelom

 
/ˈsēləm /

 
celom





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the body cavity in metazoans, located between the intestinal canal and the body wall.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coelomate

 
/ˈsēləˌmāt /






adjective, noun













2.
 
coelomic






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
koilōma

 ‘cavity.’






coelostat

 
/ˈsēləˌstat/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 an advanced version of a heliostat, having a rotating mirror that continuously reflects the light from the same area of sky, allowing the path of a celestial object to be monitored.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
caelum

 ‘sky’ + -stat
 .





coelurosaur

 
/siˈlo͝orəˌsôr, sē- /

 
coelurosaurus





I.
 
noun




a small, slender, bipedal, carnivorous dinosaur with long forelimbs, from which the birds are believed to have evolved.

[Infraorder 
Coelurosauria

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 : many genera.]








II.
 
derivatives





coelurosaurian

 
/-ˌlo͝orəˈsôrēən /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
koilos

 ‘hollow’ + 
oura

 ‘tail’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





coenocyte

 
/ˈsēnəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a body of algal or fungal cytoplasm containing several nuclei enclosed in a single membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





coenocytic

 
/ˌsēnəˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
koinos

 ‘common’ + -cyte
 .





coenzyme

 
/kōˈenˌzīm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a nonprotein compound that is necessary for the functioning of an enzyme.













coenzyme A





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a coenzyme derived from pantothenic acid, important in respiration and many other biochemical reactions.











– origin

 
A

 from 
acylation

 (see acylate
 ).





coenzyme Q





I.
 
noun




another term for ubiquinone
 .











– origin

 
Q

 from quinone
 .





coequal

 
/kōˈēkwəl/





I.
 
adjective




equal with one another; having the same rank or importance




•
 
coequal partners.














II.
 
noun




a person or thing equal with another.








III.
 
derivatives





coequality

 
/ˌkōēˈkwälədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
coaequalis

 ‘of the same age,’ from 
co-

 ‘jointly’ + 
aequalis

 (see equal
 ).





coerce

 
/kōˈərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (an unwilling person) to do something by using force or threats




•
 
they were 
coerced into

 silence.










2.
 
obtain (something) by using force or threats




•
 
their confessions were allegedly coerced by torture.














II.
 
derivatives





coercible

 
/kōˈərsəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
coercere

 ‘restrain,’ from 
co-

 ‘jointly, together’ + 
arcere

 ‘restrain.’





coercion

 
/kōˈərZHən kōˈərSHən/






noun




the practice of persuading someone to do something by using force or threats




•
 
it wasn't slavery because no coercion was used.



















coercive

 
/kōˈərsiv/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or using force or threats




•
 
coercive measures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coercively






adverb













2.
 
coerciveness

 
/kōˈərsivnəs /






noun





















coercive force






noun






[Physics]

 another term for coercivity
 .














coercivity

 
/ˌkōərˈsivədē/






noun






[Physics]

 the resistance of a magnetic material to changes in magnetization, equivalent to the field intensity necessary to demagnetize the fully magnetized material.













coessential

 
/ˌkōəˈsen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
united or inseparable in essence or being.




2.
 
having the same substance or essence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coessentiality

 
/kōiˌsenCHēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
coessentially






adverb













3.
 
coessentialness






noun





















coetaneous

 
/ˌkōəˈtānēəs/






adjective




another term for coeval
 .













coeternal

 
/ˌkōəˈtərn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




equally eternal; existing with something else eternally




•
 
the Deity is 
coeternal with

 Time and Space.














II.
 
derivatives





coeternally






adverb





















Coetzee, J. M.

 
/ko͝otˈsē/






(1940–), South African novelist; full name 
John Maxwell Coetzee

 . Notable works: 
In the Heart of the Country

 (1977), 
Life & Times of Michael K

 (1983), 
White Writing

 (1988), and 
Age of Iron

 (1990). Nobel Prize for Literature (2003).









Coeur d'Alene

 
/ˌkôr dlˈān/






a commercial and resort city in northwestern Idaho, on Coeur d'Alene Lake, which is fed by the Coeur d'Alene River; pop. 43,360 (est. 2008).










coeval

 
/ˌkōˈēv(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having the same age or date of origin; contemporary




•
 
these lavas were 
coeval with

 the volcanic activity.














II.
 
noun




a person of roughly the same age as oneself; a contemporary




•
 
like so many of his coevals, he yearned for stability.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coevality

 
/ˌkō-ēˈvalitē /






noun













2.
 
coevally






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from late Latin 
coaevus

 , from 
co-

 ‘jointly, in common’ + Latin 
aevum

 ‘age.’





coevolution

 
/ˌkōevəˈlo͞oSHən, -ēvə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the influence of closely associated species on each other in their evolution.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coevolutionary

 
/-SHəˌnerē /






adjective













2.
 
coevolve

 
/ˌkō-iˈvälv /






verb





















coexist

 
/ˌkōəɡˈzist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exist at the same time or in the same place




•
 
traditional and modern values coexist in Africa.










2.
 
(of nations or peoples) exist in mutual tolerance despite different ideologies or interests




•
 
the task of diplomacy was to help different states to coexist.














II.
 
derivatives





coexistent

 
/ˌkōəɡˈzist(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
coexistere

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
existere

 ‘exist,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
sister

 ‘take a stand.’





coexistence

 
/ˌkōiɡˈzistəns/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of living in harmony despite different ideologies or interests




•
 
what is needed today is peaceful coexistence




•
 
the coexistence between Hindus and Muslims.










2.
 
the state or fact of living or existing at the same time or in the same place




•
 
a remarkable coexistence of two profoundly different artistic traditions




•
 
it validates the coexistence of multiple viewpoints and interpretations.



















coextend

 
/ˌkōəkˈstend/






verb




extend equally through the same space or period of time.













coextensive

 
/ˌkōəkˈstensiv/






adjective



1.
 
extending over the same space or time; corresponding exactly in extent.




2.
 
(of a term) denoting the same referent as another.













cofactor

 
/ˈkōˌfaktər/






noun



1.
 
a contributory cause of a disease.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a substance (other than the substrate) whose presence is essential for the activity of an enzyme.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the quantity obtained from a determinant or a square matrix by removal of the row and column containing a specified element.













C. of C.






abbreviation




Chamber of Commerce.













C. of E.

 
/sēːəvˈēː/






abbreviation




Church of England.













coffee

 
/ˈkôfē ˈkäfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink made from the roasted and ground beanlike seeds of a tropical shrub, served hot or iced




•
 
a cup of coffee




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a coffee pot.










2.
 
a cup of coffee




•
 
she'll buy you a coffee.










3.
 
coffee seeds raw, roasted and ground, or processed into a powder that dissolves in hot water




•
 
a jar of instant coffee.










4.
 
a pale brown color like that of coffee mixed with milk.




5.
 
a party or reception at which coffee is served




•
 
going to coffees and answering questions.










6.
 
the shrub of the bedstraw family that yields the coffee seeds, two of which are contained in each red berry. Native to the Old World tropics, most coffee is grown in tropical America.

[Genus 
Coffea

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species. See also arabica
 and robusta
 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Turkish 
kahveh

 , from Arabic 
ḳahwa

 , probably via Dutch 
koffie

 .





coffee bar






noun




a bar or cafe serving coffee and light refreshments.













coffee bean

 
/ˈkôfē ˈˌbēn ˈkäfē ˈˌbēn/






noun




a beanlike seed of the coffee shrub.













coffee break






noun




a short break during the working day, during which people typically drink a cup of coffee or tea.













coffee cake






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cake, often cinnamon-flavored, with a drizzled white icing or crumb topping, and usually eaten with coffee.













coffee-colored

 
/ˈkôfēˌkələrd/






adjective




having a light brown color like that of milky coffee




•
 
he was wearing a coffee-colored jacket




•
 
coffee-colored creek water.




















coffee grinder






noun




a small machine for grinding roasted coffee beans.













coffeehouse

 
/ˈkôfēˌhous/






noun




a cafe or other place where coffee is served, sometimes also offering informal entertainment.













coffee klatsch

 
coffee klatch






noun




variant spelling of kaffeeklatsch
 .













coffee maker

 
coffeemaker






noun




a machine or pot for brewing coffee.













coffee mill

 
/ˈkôfē ˈkäfē mil/






noun




another term for coffee grinder
 .













coffee pot

 
/ˈkôfē ˌpät ˈkäfē ˌpät/






noun




a covered container with a spout, in which coffee is made or served.













coffee shop






noun



1.
 
a cafe serving coffee and light refreshments.




2.
 
a small, informal restaurant.














coffee table






noun




a low table, typically placed in front of a sofa.













coffee-table book






noun




a large, expensive, lavishly illustrated book, especially one intended only for casual reading.














coffer

 
/ˈkôfər ˈkäfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strongbox or small chest for holding valuables.




2.
 
(
coffers

 )
 — the funds or financial reserves of a group or institution




•
 
the federal government's empty coffers.










3.
 
a recessed panel in a ceiling.








II.
 
derivatives





coffered

 
/ˈkôfərd /






adjective





coffer
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coffre

 ‘chest,’ via Latin from Greek 
kophinos

 ‘basket.’





cofferdam

 
/ˈkôfərˌdam ˈkäfərˌdam/






noun




a watertight enclosure pumped dry to permit construction work below the waterline, as when building bridges or repairing a ship.













coffin

 
/ˈkôfən ˈkäfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow box, typically of wood, in which a corpse is buried or cremated.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an old and unsafe aircraft or vessel.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a dead body) in a coffin.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘box, chest, casket’): from Old French 
cofin

 ‘little basket or case,’ from Latin 
cophinus

 (see coffer
 ).





Coffin, William Sloane

 
/ˈkôfən, ˈkäf-/






Jr. (1924–2006), US Presbyterian minister and social activist. As Yale University chaplain 1958–75, he was a leader of antiwar protests. He served as senior minister of Riverside Church in New York 1977–1987.









coffin bone






noun




the terminal bone in a horse's hoof (the distal phalanx).













coffin joint






noun




the joint at the top of a horse's hoof.













coffin nail

 
/ˈkôfən ˈkäfən nāl/






noun






‹informal›

 a cigarette.













coffle

 
/ˈkôfəl/





I.
 
noun




a line of animals or slaves fastened or driven along together.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Arabic 
ḳāfila

 ‘caravan.’





cofounder

 
/ˈkōfoundər/





I.
 
noun




a joint founder.








II.
 
derivatives





cofound

 
/ˈkōfound /






verb





















cofunction

 
/ˈkōˌfəNG(k)SH(ə)n/






noun






[Mathematics]

 the trigonometric function of the complement of an angle or arc.














cog

 
/käɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wheel or bar with a series of projections on its edge that transfers motion by engaging with projections on another wheel or bar.




2.
 
each of the projections on a cog.








II.
 
phrases





a cog in the (or a) machine (or wheel)






a small or insignificant member of a larger organization or system




•
 
copywriters have been seen as just a cog in the big advertising machine.


















III.
 
derivatives





cogged






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
kugge

 and Norwegian 
kug

 .





cogency

 
/ˈkōjənsē/






noun




the quality of being clear, logical, and convincing; lucidity




•
 
the cogency of this argument.



















cogeneration

 
/ˌkōjenəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the generation of electricity and other energy jointly, especially the utilization of the steam left over from electricity generation to produce heat.














cogent

 
/ˈkōjənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of an argument or case) clear, logical, and convincing.








II.
 
derivatives





cogently

 
/ˈkōjəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
cogent-

 ‘compelling,’ from the verb 
cogere

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
agere

 ‘drive.’





cogitable

 
/ˈkäjədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 able to be grasped by the mind; conceivable.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cogitabilis

 , from the verb 
cogitare

 (see cogitate
 ).






cogitate

 
/ˈkäjəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 think deeply about something; meditate or reflect




•
 
he stroked his beard and retired to cogitate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cogitative

 
/ˈkäjəˌtādiv /






adjective













2.
 
cogitator

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
cogitat-

 ‘considered,’ from the verb 
cogitare

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
agitare

 ‘turn over, consider.’





cogitation

 
/ˌkäjəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of thinking deeply about something; contemplation




•
 
sorry, did I interrupt your cogitation?



















cogito

 
/ˈkäɡiˌtō, ˈkäj-/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the cogito

 )


1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the principle establishing the existence of a being from the fact of its thinking or awareness.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘I think,’ in Descartes's formula (1641) 
cogito

 , 
ergo sum

 ‘I think therefore I am.’





cognac

 
/ˈkōnˌyak ˈkänˌyak/






noun




a high-quality brandy, properly that distilled in Cognac in western France.













cognate

 
/ˈkäɡˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a word) having the same linguistic derivation as another; from the same original word or root (e.g., English 
is

 , German 
ist

 , Latin 
est

 , from Indo-European 
esti

 ).




2.
 


‹formal›

 related; connected




•
 
cognate subjects such as physics and chemistry.










3.
 
related to or descended from a common ancestor.

Compare with agnate
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 a cognate word.




2.
 


[Law]

 a blood relative.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cognately






adverb













2.
 
cognateness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
cognatus

 , from 
co-

 ‘together with’ + 
natus

 ‘born.’





cognate object






noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a direct object that has the same linguistic derivation as the verb that governs it, as in “sing a song,” “live a good life.”




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a direct object that makes explicit a semantic concept that is already wholly present in the semantics of the verb which governs it, as in “ask a question,” “eat some food.”













cognition

 
/ˌkäɡˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and understanding through thought, experience, and the senses.




2.
 
a result of this; a perception, sensation, notion, or intuition.








II.
 
derivatives





cognitional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cognitio(n-)

 , from 
cognoscere

 ‘get to know.’






cognitive

 
/ˈkäɡnədiv/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to cognition.








II.
 
derivatives





cognitively






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
cognitivus

 , from 
cognit-

 ‘known,’ from the verb 
cognoscere

 .





cognitive dissonance






noun






[Psychology]

 the state of having inconsistent thoughts, beliefs, or attitudes, especially as relating to behavioral decisions and attitude change.













cognitive grammar






noun




a theory of language that seeks to characterize knowledge of grammar in terms of symbolic conceptual and semantic categories and general cognitive processes.













cognitive map






noun




a mental representation of one's physical environment.













cognitive prosthesis






noun




an electronic computational device that extends the capability of human cognition or sense perception.













cognitive science





I.
 
noun




the study of thought, learning, and mental organization, which draws on aspects of psychology, linguistics, philosophy, and computer modeling.








II.
 
derivatives





cognitive scientist






noun





















cognitive therapy

 
cognitive behavioral therapy






noun




a type of psychotherapy in which negative patterns of thought about the self and the world are challenged in order to alter unwanted behavior patterns or treat mood disorders such as depression.













cognitivist

 
/ˈkäɡnədəvəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes or works in cognitive grammar.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to cognitive grammar.








III.
 
derivatives





cognitivism

 
/-ˌvizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1950s (in the sense ‘believing that moral judgments are true or false statements about moral facts’): from cognitive
 + -ist
 .





cognizable

 
/ˈkäɡnəzəb(ə)l ˌkäɡˈnīzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 perceptible; clearly identifiable.




2.
 


[Law]

 within the jurisdiction of a court.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from cognizance
 + -able
 .






cognizance

 
/ˈkäɡnəzəns /

 
cognisance





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 knowledge, awareness, or notice




•
 
he was deputed to bring the affair to the cognizance of the board.










2.
 


[Law]

 the action of taking jurisdiction.




3.
 
the action of taking judicial notice (of a fact beyond dispute).




4.
 


[Heraldry]

 a distinctive device or mark, especially an emblem or badge formerly worn by retainers of a noble house.








II.
 
phrases





take cognizance of








‹formal›

 attend to; take account of.















– origin

 Middle English 
conisance

 , from Old French 
conoisance

 , based on Latin 
cognoscere

 ‘get to know.’ The spelling with 
g

 , influenced by Latin, arose in the 15th cent. and gradually affected the pronunciation.





cognizant

 
/ˈkäɡnəzənt ˌkäɡˈnīzənt /

 
cognisant





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 having knowledge or being aware of




•
 
statesmen must be 
cognizant of

 the political boundaries within which they work.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably directly from cognizance
 .





cognize

 
/ˈkäɡnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 perceive, know, or become aware of




•
 
what the novel cognizes, discerns, knows.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cognizance
 , on the pattern of words such as 
recognize

 .






cognomen

 
/käɡˈnōmən ˈkäɡnəmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extra personal name given to an ancient Roman citizen, functioning rather like a nickname and typically passed down from father to son.

Compare with nomen
 , praenomen
 , agnomen
 .




2.
 
a name; a nickname.











– origin

 Latin, from 
co-

 ‘together with’ + 
gnomen

 , 
nomen

 ‘name.’





cognoscente

 
/ˌkänyəˈSHenti, ˌkäɡnəˈSHenti/





I.
 
noun




a connoisseur; a discerning expert




•
 
the art historian as professional, expert, cognoscente, and aficionado.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, singular of cognoscenti
 .






cognoscenti

 
/ˌkänyəˈSHentē ˌkäɡnəˈSHentē/





I.
 
plural noun




people who are considered to be especially well informed about a particular subject




•
 
it was hailed by 
the cognoscenti

 as one of the best golf courses in Europe.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
conoscenti

 , literally ‘people who know.’ The 
g

 was added under the influence of Latin 
cognoscent-

 ‘getting to know,’ from the verb 
cognoscere

 (Italian 
conoscere

 ).





cogon grass

 
/kōˈɡōn ˌɡras/






noun




a perennial, rhizomatous grass of Asian origin, used for thatching and as a packing material; identified as a noxious weed in much of the southeastern US.

[
Imperata cylindrica

 , family 
Poaceae

 .]














cog railway

 
/käɡ ˈrālˌwā/






noun




a railroad with a toothed central rail between the bearing rails that engages with a cogwheel under the locomotive, providing traction for ascending very steep slopes.













cogwheel

 
/ˈkäɡˌ(h)wēl/






noun




another term for cog
 .













cohabit

 
/ˌkōˈhabət/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live together and have a sexual relationship without being married.




2.
 
coexist




•
 
animals that can 
cohabit with

 humans thrive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cohabitant






noun













2.
 
cohabiter






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
cohabitare

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
habitare

 ‘dwell.’





cohabitation

 
/ˌkōhabiˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the state of living together and having a sexual relationship without being married




•
 
couples increasingly prefer cohabitation to marriage.










2.
 
the state or fact of living or existing at the same time or in the same place




•
 
a harmonious cohabitation with other living creatures.



















Cohan, George M.

 
/ˈkōˌhan/






(1878–1942), US composer, playwright, actor, and producer; full name 
George Michael Cohan

 . Among his best known songs are “Yankee Doodle Dandy” (1904) and “Give My Regards to Broadway” (1904).









coheir

 
/ˈkōˌer kōˈer/






noun




a joint heir.













coheiress

 
/ˈkōˌerəs kōˈerəs/






noun




a joint heiress.














cohere

 
/kōˈhir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be united; form a whole




•
 
our mixed physical and spiritual natures cohere and mature.










2.
 
(of an argument or theory) be logically consistent




•
 
this view does not 
cohere with

 their other beliefs.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
cohaerere

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
haerere

 ‘to stick.’





coherence

 
/ˌkōˈhirəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being logical and consistent




•
 
this raises further questions on the coherence of state policy.










2.
 
the quality of forming a unified whole




•
 
the group began to lose coherence and the artists took separate directions.














II.
 
derivatives





coherency






noun





















coherent

 
/ˌkōˈhirənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an argument, theory, or policy) logical and consistent




•
 
they failed to develop a coherent economic strategy.










2.
 
(of a person) able to speak clearly and logically




•
 
she was lucid and coherent and did not appear to be injured.










3.
 
united as or forming a whole




•
 
divided into a number of geographically coherent kingdoms.










4.
 


[Physics]

 (of waves) having a constant phase relationship.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘logically related to’): from Latin 
cohaerent-

 ‘sticking together,’ from the verb 
cohaerere

 (see cohere
 ).





coherently

 
/kōˈhirən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
(with reference to an argument, theory, or policy) in a logical and consistent way




•
 
you argue your point coherently.










2.
 
(with reference to speech) in a clear and understandable way




•
 
he suffered a stroke that left him unable to walk or talk coherently.










3.
 
in a way that forms a unified whole




•
 
communities preferred coherently organized or curated online collections.



















cohesion

 
/kōˈhēZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of forming a united whole




•
 
the work at present lacks cohesion.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the sticking together of particles of the same substance.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
cohaes-

 ‘cleaved together,’ from the verb 
cohaerere

 (see cohere
 ), on the pattern of 
adhesion

 .





cohesive

 
/kōˈhēsiv kōˈhēziv/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or causing cohesion.








II.
 
derivatives





cohesively






adverb





















cohesiveness

 
/kōˈhēsivnəs kōˈhēzivnəs/






noun




the quality of forming a united whole




•
 
the film lacks cohesiveness




•
 
a sense of national pride and internal cohesiveness.



















Cohn, Ferdinand

 
/kōn/






(1828–98), German botanist; full name 
Ferdinand Julius Cohn

 . A founder of bacteriology, he was the first to devise a systematic classification of bacteria into genera and species.










coho

 
/ˈkōhō /

 
coho salmon
 , cohoe





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied North Pacific salmon with small black spots.

Also called silver salmon
 . [
Oncorhynchus kisutch

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from Salish 
k'wəxwəθ

 .






cohort

 
/ˈkōˌhôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — an ancient Roman military unit, comprising six centuries, equal to one tenth of a legion.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group of people banded together or treated as a group




•
 


a cohort of

 civil servants patiently drafting legislation.










3.
 
a group of people with a common statistical characteristic




•
 
the 1940–44 birth cohort of women.










4.
 


‹often derogatory›

 a supporter or companion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cohorte

 , or from Latin 
cohors

 , 
cohort-

 ‘yard, retinue.’ Compare with court
 . / 
usage:

 The co- in 
cohort

 is not a prefix signifying a joint or auxiliary relationship (as in coauthor or codependency). The word derives from the Latin cohors, an ancient Roman military unit, and also ‘band of people with a common interest.’ In the mid 20th century, a new sense developed in the US, meaning ‘a companion or colleague,’ as in young Jack arrived with three of his cohorts. Although this use is well established, there are still some people who object to it on the grounds that 
cohort

 should be used only for groups of people, never for individuals.






cohosh

 
/ˈkōhäSH/





I.
 
noun




either of two medicinal plants native to North America.

[● a plant of the buttercup family, with small white flowers (
Cimicifuga racemosa

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 ). ● a plant of the barberry family (
Caulophyllum thalictroides

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Eastern Abnaki.





cohost

 
/ˈkōhōst/





I.
 
noun




a joint host.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a joint host.













cohune

 
/kəˈho͞on, kō- /

 
cahoun





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Central American palm that is a valuable source of oil.

[
Orbignya cohune

 , family 
Palmae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
cohune nut

 )
 — the oil-rich nut of the cohune palm.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Miskito.






coif

 
/kwäːf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/koif /

 — a woman's close-fitting cap, now only worn under a veil by nuns.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a protective metal skullcap worn under armor.




3.
 

/kwäːf /

 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for coiffure
 .








II.
 
verb

 — 
/kwäːf /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
style or arrange (someone's hair), typically in an elaborate way


(as 
adj.

 
coiffed

 )


•
 
her elaborately coiffed hair.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coife

 ‘headdress,’ from late Latin 
cofia

 ‘helmet.’





coiffeur

 
/kwäˈfər/





I.
 
noun




a hairdresser.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
coiffer

 ‘arrange the hair,’ in Old French ‘cover with a coif’ (see coif
 ).





coiffeuse

 
/kwäˈf(y)o͞oz, -ˈfə(r)z/






noun




a female hairdresser.














coiffure

 
/kwäˈfyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a person's hairstyle, typically an elaborate one.








II.
 
derivatives





coiffured






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from 
coiffer

 ‘arrange the hair,’ in Old French ‘cover with a coif’ (see coif
 ).





coign

 
/koin/





I.
 
noun




a projecting corner or angle of a wall or building.








II.
 
phrases





coign of vantage






a favorable position for observation or action.















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of coin
 . The phrase 
coign of vantage

 was first used by Shakespeare (
Macbeth

 
I

 . iv. 7), and later popularized by Sir Walter Scott.





coil1


 
/koil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of something wound or arranged in a spiral or sequence of rings




•
 
a 
coil of

 rope.










2.
 
a single ring or loop in a length of coil




•
 
the snake wrapped its coils around her.










3.
 
a roll of postage stamps, especially one for use in a vending machine.




4.
 
a slow-burning spiral made with the dried paste of pyrethrum powder, which produces a smoke that inhibits mosquitoes from biting.




5.
 
(often 
the coil

 )
 — an intrauterine contraceptive device in the form of a coil.




6.
 
an electrical device consisting of a length of wire arranged in a coil for converting the level of a voltage, producing a magnetic field, or adding inductance to a circuit




•
 
a relay coil.










7.
 
an electrical coil used for transmitting high voltage to the spark plugs of an internal combustion engine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange or wind (something long and flexible) in a joined sequence of concentric circles or rings




•
 
he began to 
coil up

 the heavy ropes




•
 
he 
coiled

 a lock of her hair 
around

 his finger.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or twist into a coil




•
 
smoke coiled lazily toward the ceiling.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a verb): from Old French 
coillir

 , from Latin 
colligere

 ‘gather together’ (see collect
 1
 ).






coil2


 
/koil/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a confusion or turmoil.








II.
 
phrases





shuffle off this mortal coil








‹chiefly humorous›

 die.

[from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 (
III

 . i. 67).]















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





coil spring

 
/ˈkoil ˌspriNG/






noun




a helical spring made from metal wire or a metal band.













Coimbatore

 
/ˌkoimbəˈto͝or/






a city in southern India, in the state of Tamil Nadu; pop. 1,008,300 (est. 2009).










coin

 
/koin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat, typically round piece of metal with an official stamp, used as money.




2.
 
money in the form of coins




•
 
large amounts of coin and precious metal.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 money




•
 
he showed me how we could make a lot of coin.










4.
 
(
coins

 )
 — one of the suits in some tarot packs, corresponding to pentacles in others.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (coins) by stamping metal.




2.
 
make (metal) into coins.




3.
 
invent or devise (a new word or phrase)




•
 
he coined the term “desktop publishing.”














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the other side of the coin






the opposite or contrasting aspect of a matter.









2.
 
pay someone back in his or her own coin






retaliate with similar behavior.









3.
 
to coin a phrase





a.
 
said ironically when introducing a banal remark or cliché




•
 
I had to find out the hard way—to coin a phrase.










b.
 
said when introducing a new expression or a variation on a familiar one.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coin

 ‘wedge, corner, die,’ 
coigner

 ‘to mint,’ from Latin 
cuneus

 ‘wedge.’ The original sense was ‘cornerstone,’ later ‘angle or wedge’ (senses now spelled quoin
 ); in late Middle English the term denoted a die for stamping money, or a piece of money produced by such a die.





coinage

 
/ˈkoinij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
coins collectively




•
 
the volume of coinage in circulation.










2.
 
the action or process of producing coins from metal.




3.
 
a system or type of coins in use




•
 
decimal coinage.










4.
 
the invention of a new word or phrase.




5.
 
a newly invented word or phrase.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
coigniage

 , from 
coignier

 ‘to mint’ (see coin
 ).






coincide

 
/ˌkōənˈsīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur at or during the same time




•
 
publication is timed to 
coincide with

 a major exhibition




•
 
the two events coincided.










2.
 
correspond in nature; tally




•
 
the interests of employers and employees do not always coincide.










3.
 
correspond in position; meet or intersect




•
 
the two long-distance walks briefly coincide here.










4.
 
be in agreement




•
 
the members of the College 
coincide in

 this opinion.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘occupy the same space’): from medieval Latin 
coincidere

 , from 
co-

 ‘together with’ + 
incidere

 ‘fall upon or into.’





coincidence

 
/kōˈinsədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a remarkable concurrence of events or circumstances without apparent causal connection




•
 
it's no coincidence that this new burst of innovation has occurred in the free nations




•
 
they met 
by coincidence

 .










2.
 
correspondence in nature or in time of occurrence




•
 
the coincidence of interest between the mining companies and certain politicians.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the presence of ionizing particles or other objects in two or more detectors simultaneously, or of two or more signals simultaneously in a circuit.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘occupation of the same space’): from medieval Latin 
coincidentia

 , from 
coincidere

 ‘coincide, agree’ (see coincide
 ). 
Sense

 3 dates from the 1930s.





coincident

 
/kōˈinsədənt kōˈinsəˌdent/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring together in space or time




•
 
an increasing specialization of discourse 
coincident with

 the progress of the Industrial Revolution.










2.
 
in agreement or harmony




•
 
the stake of defense attorneys is not always 
coincident with

 that of their clients.














II.
 
derivatives





coincidently

 
/kōˌinsəˈdentlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
coincident-

 ‘coinciding, agreeing,’ from the verb 
coincidere

 (see coincide
 ).





coincidental

 
/kōˌinsəˈden(t)l/






adjective



1.
 
resulting from a coincidence; done or happening by chance




•
 
any resemblance between their reports is purely coincidental




•
 
it cannot be 
coincidental that

 these years were a time of important new developments.










2.
 
happening or existing at the same time




•
 
it's convenient that his plan is 
coincidental with

 the group's closure.



















coincidentally

 
/kōinsəˈden(t)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that results from chance despite being very unlikely




•
 
her dad coincidentally happens to be the accountant at the bank




•
 
the three are coincidentally reunited when captured by the enemy.










2.
 
at the same time




•
 
the report should be published 
coincidentally with

 the letter.



















coiner

 
/ˈkoinər/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a person who coins money, in particular a maker of counterfeit coins.




2.
 
a person who invents or devises a new word, sense, or phrase.













coin-operated

 
/ˈkoinˌäpəˌrādəd /

 
coin-op





I.
 
adjective




operated by inserting coins in a slot




•
 
coin-operated telephones.














II.
 
noun




a machine that is coin-operated.













co-insurance






noun




a type of insurance in which the insured pays a share of the payment made against a claim.













Cointreau

 
/kwänˈtrō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a colorless orange-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 named after the 
Cointreau

 family, liqueur producers based in Angers, France.





coir

 
/ˈkoir/





I.
 
noun




fiber from the outer husk of the coconut, used for making ropes and matting.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Malayalam 
kayaṛu

 ‘cord, coir.’






coition

 
/kōˈiSHən/





I.
 
noun




another term for coitus
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘meeting or uniting’): from Latin 
coitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
coire

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’






coitus

 
/ˈkōədəs ˈkoidəs/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 sexual intercourse.








II.
 
derivatives





coital

 
/ˈkōədl ˈkoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
coire

 ‘go together’ (see coition
 ).





coitus interruptus

 
/ˌkōədəs in(t)əˈrəptəs/





I.
 
noun




sexual intercourse in which the penis is withdrawn before ejaculation.











– origin

 from coitus
 + Latin 
interruptus

 ‘interrupted.’





coitus reservatus

 
/ˌrezərˈvātəs, -ˈvätəs/





I.
 
noun




the postponement or avoidance of ejaculation, to prolong sexual intercourse.











– origin

 from coitus
 + Latin 
reservatus

 ‘reserved, kept.’





cojones

 
/kəˈhōˌnāz, -ˌnās/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a man's testicles.




2.
 
courage; guts




•
 
he does not have the cojones to kill a flea.

















– origin

 Spanish.





coke1


 
/kōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid fuel made by heating coal in the absence of air so that the volatile components are driven off.




2.
 
carbon residue left after the incomplete combustion of gasoline or other fuels.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
coking

 )


1.
 
convert (coal) into coke.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘charcoal’): of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





coke2


 
/kōk/





I.
 
noun




informal term for cocaine
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Coke-bottle

 
/ˈkōkˌbädl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 denoting very thick lenses for glasses or glasses with such lenses.













coked

 
/kōkt/






adjective






‹informal›

 having taken a large amount of cocaine




•
 
he was obviously drunk or 
coked up

 .




•
 
a druggie coked so far out of his mind that he'd torn the furniture apart.



















col

 
/käl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lowest point of a ridge or saddle between two peaks, typically affording a pass from one side of a mountain range to another.




2.
 


[Meteorology]

 a region of slightly elevated pressure between two anticyclones.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘neck,’ from Latin 
collum

 .





col.






abbreviation



1.
 
collected.




2.
 
college.




3.
 
colony.




4.
 
column.













Col.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
colonel.




2.
 


[Bible]

 Colossians.













col-






prefix




variant spelling of com-
 assimilated before 
l

 (as in 
collocate

 , 
collude

 ).













cola

 
/ˈkōlə/






noun



1.
 
a brown carbonated drink that is flavored with an extract of cola nuts, or with a similar flavoring.

[shortening of 
Coca-Cola

 .]




2.
 
(also 
kola

 )
 — a small evergreen African tree that is cultivated in the tropics for its seeds (cola nuts).

[from Temne 
k'ola

 ‘cola nut.’] [Genus 
Cola

 , family 
Sterculiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. acuminata

 .]













COLA






abbreviation




cost-of-living adjustment, an increase made to wages or Social Security benefits to keep them in line with inflation.













colander

 
/ˈkələndər ˈkäləndər/





I.
 
noun




a perforated bowl used to strain off liquid from food, especially after cooking.











– origin

 Middle English: based on Latin 
colare

 ‘to strain.’





cola nut

 
/ˈkōlə nət /

 
kola nut






noun




the seed of the cola tree, which contains caffeine and is chewed or made into a drink.













colatitude

 
/ˌkōˈladət(y)o͞od/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the complement of the latitude; the difference between latitude and 90°.













colcannon

 
/kälˈkanən/





I.
 
noun




an Irish and Scottish dish of cabbage and potatoes boiled and pounded.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from cole
 ; the origin of the second element is uncertain but it is said that cannonballs were used to pound such vegetables as spinach.





colchicine

 
/ˈkälCHəˌsēn ˈkälkəˌsēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a yellow compound present in the corms of colchicums, used to relieve pain in cases of gout.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C22
 H25
 NO6
 .]













colchicum

 
/ˈkälCHəkəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of a genus that includes the autumn crocuses.

[Genus 
Colchicum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]




2.
 
the dried corm or seed of meadow saffron, which has analgesic properties and is used medicinally, especially as a tincture.











– origin

 from Latin, from Greek 
kolkhikon

 ‘of Colchis’ (see Colchis
 ), alluding to the skills as a poisoner of the sorceress Medea of Colchis in classical mythology.






Colchis

 
/ˈkôlkəs/






an ancient region south of the Caucasus Mountains at the eastern end of the Black Sea. In classical mythology it was the goal of Jason's expedition for the Golden Fleece.

Greek name Kolkhis
 .










cold

 
/kōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or at a low or relatively low temperature, especially when compared with the human body




•
 
a freezing cold day




•
 
it's cold outside




•
 
a sharp, cold wind.










2.
 
(of food or drink) served or consumed without being heated or after cooling




•
 
a cold drink




•
 
serve hot or cold.










3.
 
(of a person) feeling uncomfortably cold




•
 
she was cold, and I put some more wood on the fire.










4.
 
feeling or characterized by fear or horror




•
 
he suddenly went cold with a dreadful certainty




•
 
a cold shiver of fear.










5.
 


‹informal›

 unconscious




•
 
she was 
out cold

 .










6.
 
dead




•
 
lying cold and stiff in a coffin.










7.
 
lacking affection or warmth of feeling; unemotional




•
 
how cold and calculating he was




•
 
cold black eyes




•
 
cold politeness.










8.
 
not affected by emotion; objective




•
 
cold statistics.










9.
 
sexually unresponsive; frigid.




10.
 
depressing or dispiriting; not suggestive of warmth




•
 
the cold, impersonal barrack-room




•
 
a cold light streamed through the window.










11.
 
(of a color) containing pale blue or gray.




12.
 
ineffective in playing a game




•
 
Butler capitalized on Xavier's cold shooting.










13.
 
(of the scent or trail of a hunted person or animal) no longer fresh and easy to follow




•
 
the trail went cold.










14.
 
(in children's games) far from finding or guessing what is sought, as opposed to warm or nearing success.




15.
 
without preparation or rehearsal; unawares




•
 
going into the test cold.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a low temperature, especially in the atmosphere; cold weather; a cold environment




•
 
my teeth chattered with 
the cold






•
 
they nearly died of cold.










2.
 
a common viral infection in which the mucous membrane of the nose and throat becomes inflamed, typically causing running at the nose, sneezing, a sore throat, and other similar symptoms.








III.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 completely; entirely




•
 
she knew world capitals cold by age nine.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as cold as ice (or stone or the grave, etc.)






very cold.









2.
 
catch (or take) cold






become infected with a cold.









3.
 
cold comfort

 
/ˌkōld ˈkəmfərt /






poor or inadequate consolation




•
 
another drop in the inflation rate was cold comfort for the 2.74 million jobless.















4.
 
cold feet






loss of nerve or confidence




•
 
some investors 
got cold feet

 and backed out.















5.
 
the cold light of day






the objective realities of a situation




•
 


in the cold light of day

 it all seemed so ridiculous.















6.
 
the cold shoulder






a show of intentional unfriendliness; rejection




•
 
why is even his own family 
giving

 him 
the cold shoulder

 ?















7.
 
cold-shoulder someone






reject or be deliberately unfriendly to someone.









8.
 
down cold






see down
 1
 .









9.
 
in cold blood






without feeling or mercy; ruthlessly




•
 
the government forces killed them in cold blood.















10.
 
out in the cold






ignored; neglected




•
 
the talks 
left

 the French 
out in the cold

 .















11.
 
throw (or pour) cold water on






be discouraging or negative about.












V.
 
derivatives





coldish

 
/ˈkōldiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cald

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koud

 and German 
kalt

 , also to Latin 
gelu

 ‘frost.’






cold-blooded

 
/ˌkōldˈblədid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a kind of animal) having a body temperature varying with that of the environment; poikilothermic.




2.
 
without emotion or pity; deliberately cruel or callous




•
 
a cold-blooded murder.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cold-bloodedly

 
/ˌkōldˈblədidlē /






adverb













2.
 
cold-bloodedness

 
/ˈkōld ˌblədədnəs /






noun





















cold-call





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an unsolicited call on (someone), by telephone or in person, in an attempt to sell goods or services


(as 
noun

 
cold-calling

 )


•
 
severe new regulations against cold-calling.














II.
 
noun




an unsolicited visit or telephone call made by someone trying to sell goods or services.













cold case






noun




an unsolved criminal investigation which remains open pending the discovery of new evidence




•
 
the cold cases that have never been solved.



















cold cash






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for hard cash
 .













cold cathode






noun






[Electronics]

 a cathode that emits electrons without being heated.













cold chisel

 
/kōld ˈCHizəl/






noun




a chisel used for cutting metal.













cold-cock






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 knock (someone) out, typically with a blow to the head.













cold cream

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˌkrēm/






noun




a cosmetic preparation used for cleansing and softening the skin.













cold cuts

 
/ˈkōld ˌkəts/






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 slices of cold cooked or processed meats.

See lunchmeat
 .













cold deck






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a deck of cards that has been dishonestly arranged beforehand.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a pile of logs stored away from the immediate area where logging is taking place.













cold-drawn

 
/ˌkōldˈdrôn/





I.
 
adjective




(of metal) drawn out into a wire or bar while cold.








II.
 
derivatives





cold-drawing






noun





















cold duck

 
/kōld ˈdək/






noun




a type of sparkling wine made from red wine and champagne.













cold frame

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˌfrām/






noun




a four-sided frame of boards with a removable glass or plastic top. The frame is placed on the ground and is used to house, protect, and harden off seedlings and small plants, without artificial heat.














cold front

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˌfrənt/






noun






[Meteorology]

 the boundary of an advancing mass of cold air, in particular the trailing edge of the warm sector of a low-pressure system.













cold fusion

 
/kōld ˈfyo͞oZHən/






noun




nuclear fusion occurring at or close to room temperature. Claims for its discovery in 1989 are generally held to have been mistaken.













cold-hearted

 
/ˈkōld ˈˌhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking affection or warmth; unfeeling.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cold-heartedly






adverb













2.
 
cold-heartedness






noun





















cold light






noun






[Physics]

 light accompanied by little or no heat; luminescence.













coldly

 
/ˈkōl(d)lē/






adverb




without affection or warmth of feeling; unemotionally




•
 
Derek looked at her coldly




•
 
a coldly contemptuous tone.



















cold-molded





I.
 
adjective




(of an object) molded from a resin that hardens without being heated.








II.
 
derivatives





cold-molding






noun





















coldness

 
/ˈkōldnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being of or at a low or relatively low temperature, especially when compared with the human body




•
 
the air returned to the bright coldness of winter




•
 
the bitter coldness of the British weather.










2.
 
a feeling of fear or horror




•
 
a sudden coldness crept around his heart.










3.
 
the quality of lacking affection or warmth of feeling




•
 
he replied with coldness in his voice.










4.
 
(in reference to color) the quality of containing pale blue or gray




•
 
the coldness of his paintings.



















cold-rolled

 
/ˌkōldˈrōld/





I.
 
adjective






[Metallurgy]

 (of metal) having been rolled into sheets while cold, resulting in a smooth hard finish.








II.
 
derivatives





cold-rolling






noun





















cold snap

 
/ˈkōld ˌsnap/






noun




a sudden, brief spell of cold weather.













cold sore

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˌsô(ə)r/






noun




an inflamed blister in or near the mouth, caused by infection with the herpes simplex virus.













Cold Spring Harbor






a village on the north shore of Long Island in New York, in the town of Huntington, noted as a center for biological research; pop. 4,975 (2000).









cold storage

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˈˌstôrij/






noun



1.
 
the keeping of something in a refrigerator or other cold place for preservation.




2.
 
the temporary postponement of something




•
 
the project went 
into cold storage

 .



















cold store

 
/kōld stô(ə)r/






noun




a large refrigerated room for preserving food stocks at very low temperatures.













cold sweat

 
/ˌkōld ˈswet/






noun




a state of sweating induced by fear, nervousness, or illness




•
 
he used to 
break into a cold sweat

 when he was called on in class.



















cold turkey

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˈˌtərkē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




the abrupt and complete cessation of taking a drug to which one is addicted




•
 
cold turkey, with no medication, is not recommended for those with medical conditions.














II.
 
adverb






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in a sudden and abrupt manner




•
 
many banks have cut commercial builders off cold turkey.



















cold war

 
/ˈkōl(d) ˈˌwô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a state of political hostility between countries characterized by threats, propaganda, and other measures short of open warfare, in particular




2.
 
(
the Cold War

 )
 — the state of political hostility that existed between the Soviet bloc countries and the US-led Western powers from 1945 to 1990.













cold wave






noun



1.
 
a spell of cold weather over a wide area.




2.
 
a kind of permanent wave for the hair created by applying chemicals at room temperature.













cold-weld

 
/ˈkōldˌweld/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join (a piece of metal) to another without the use of heat, by forcing them together so hard that the surface oxide films are disrupted and adhesion occurs.













cold-work

 
/ˈkōldˌwərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shape (metal) while it is cold.








II.
 
noun




the shaping of metal while it is cold.














cole

 
/kōl/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a brassica, especially cabbage, kale, or rape.











– origin

 Old English 
cāwel

 , 
caul

 , related to Dutch 
kool

 and German 
Kohl

 , from Latin 
caulis

 ‘stem, cabbage’; reinforced in Middle English by forms from Old Norse 
kál

 . Compare with kale
 .





Cole, Nat King

 
/kōl/






(1919–65), US singer and pianist; born 
Nathaniel Adams Coles

 . He became the first African American to have his own series on radio (1948–49) and then television (1956–57). Notable songs: 
“Mona Lisa”

 (1950) and 
“Ramblin' Rose”

 (1962).









Cole, Thomas






(1801–48), US artist, born in England. He was one of the founders of the Hudson River School of painting.









colectomy

 
/kōˈlektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of all or part of the colon.













Coleman, Ornette

 
/ˈkōlmən/






(1930–2015), US jazz saxophonist, trumpeter, violinist, and composer. His music is noted for its lack of harmony and chordal structure.









colemanite

 
/ˈkōlməˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a white crystalline mineral, typically occurring as glassy prisms, consisting of hydrated calcium borate.











– origin

 named after William T. 
Coleman

 (1824–93) + -ite
 1
 .





Coleman lantern

 
/ˈkōlmən ˌlan(t)ərn /

 
Coleman lamp






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a type of bright gasoline lamp used by campers.














Coleoptera

 
/ˌkōlēˈäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the beetles (including weevils), forming the largest order of animals on the earth.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
coleoptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Coleoptera

 ; beetles.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
koleopteros

 , from 
koleos

 ‘sheath’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





coleopteran

 
/ˌkōlēˈäptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




an insect of the order 
Coleoptera

 ; a beetle.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting coleopterans.








III.
 
derivatives





coleopterous

 
/-tərəs /






adjective





















coleopterist

 
/ˌkälēˈäpt(ə)rəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who studies or collects beetles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Coleoptera
 + -ist
 .





coleoptile

 
/ˌkōlēˈäpˌtəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a sheath protecting a young shoot tip in a grass or cereal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
koleon

 ‘sheath’ + 
ptilon

 ‘feather.’





coleorhiza

 
/ˌkōlēəˈrīzə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a sheath protecting the root of a germinating grass or cereal grain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
koleos

 ‘sheath’ + 
rhiza

 ‘root.’





Coleridge, Samuel Taylor

 
/ˈkōl(ə)rij/






(1772–1834), English poet, critic, and philosopher. His 
Lyrical Ballads

 (1798), written with William Wordsworth, marked the start of English romanticism and included 
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.”

 Other notable poems: 
“Christabel”

 and 
“Kubla Khan”

 (both 1816).









coleseed

 
/ˈkōlsēd/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for rape
 2
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
koolzaad

 ‘cabbage or rape seed.’





coleslaw

 
/ˈkōlˌslô/





I.
 
noun




sliced raw cabbage mixed with mayonnaise and other vegetables, eaten as a salad.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally US): from Dutch 
koolsla

 , from 
kool

 ‘cabbage’ + 
sla

 (see slaw
 ).





Colette

 
/kəˈlet/






(1873–1954), French novelist; born 
Sidonie Gabrielle Claudine

 . Notable works 
Chéri

 (1920), 
La Fin de Chéri

 (1926), and 
Gigi

 (1945).









coleus

 
/ˈkōlēəs/





I.
 
noun




a tropical Southeast Asian plant of the mint family that has brightly colored variegated leaves and is popular as a houseplant.

[Genus 
Solenostemon

 (formerly 
Coleus

 ), family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
koleos

 ‘sheath’ (because of the way the stamens are joined together, resembling a sheath).





colewort

 
/ˈkōlˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 another term for cole
 .














colic

 
/ˈkälik/





I.
 
noun




severe, often fluctuating pain in the abdomen caused by intestinal gas or obstruction in the intestines and suffered especially by babies.








II.
 
derivatives





colicky

 
/ˈkäləkē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
colique

 , from late Latin 
colicus

 , from 
colon

 (see colon
 2
 ).






colicin

 
/ˈkäləsin, -ˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a bacteriocin produced by a coliform bacterium.











– origin

 1940s: from French 
colicine

 (from 
coli

 , denoting a bacterium) + -in
 1
 .





colicroot

 
/ˈkälikˌro͞ot, -ˌro͝ot/






noun




a North American plant of the lily family, with a rosette of leaves and a spike of small goblet-shaped white or cream flowers. It was formerly used in the treatment of colic.

[
Aletris farinosa

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]














coliform bacterium

 
/ˈkōləˌfôrm, ˈkäl-/





I.
 
noun




a rod-shaped bacterium, especially 
Escherichia coli

 and members of the genus 
Aerobacter

 , found in the intestinal tract of humans and other animals. Its presence in water indicates fecal contamination and can cause diarrhea and other dysenteric symptoms.

Also called colon bacillus
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
coli

 , specific epithet in the sense ‘of the colon’ + -iform + bacterium
 .





Colima

 
/kôˈlēmə/





I.
 
a state in southwestern Mexico, on the Pacific coast.




II.
 
the capital city of Colima; pop. 123,587 (2005).









colinear

 
/ˌkōˈlinēər /

 
collinear






adjective




lying in the same straight line or linear sequence.













coliseum

 
/ˌkäləˈsēəm /

 
colosseum





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
names

 ]


1.
 
a large theater or stadium




•
 
the Charlotte Coliseum.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, alteration of Latin 
colosseum

 (see Colosseum
 ).





colitis

 
/kəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the lining of the colon.













Coll

 
/kôl/






an island in the Inner Hebrides, west of Mull.









Coll.






abbreviation



1.
 
Collateral.




2.
 
Collected or Collection (used in written references to published works or sources).




3.
 
College.




4.
 
Colloquial.













collabo

 
/kəˈlabō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 something produced by two or more people working together, especially a piece of music; a collaboration




•
 
the trio won a Grammy for their hit collabo with the Gorillaz.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of collaboration
 .





collaborate

 
/kəˈlabəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work jointly on an activity, especially to produce or create something




•
 
he 
collaborated with

 a distinguished painter 
on

 the designs.










2.
 
cooperate traitorously with an enemy




•
 
the indigenous elite who 
collaborated with

 the colonizers.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
collaborat-

 ‘worked with,’ from the verb 
collaborare

 , from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
laborare

 ‘to work.’






collaboration

 
/kəˌlabəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of working with someone to produce or create something




•
 
he wrote on art and architecture 
in collaboration with

 John Betjeman.










2.
 
something produced or created by collaboration




•
 
his recent opera was a collaboration with Lessing.










3.
 
traitorous cooperation with an enemy




•
 
he faces charges of collaboration.














II.
 
derivatives





collaborationist

 
/kəˌlabəˈrāSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective





collaboration
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
collaboratio(n-)

 , from 
collaborare

 ‘work together.’





collaborative

 
/kəˈlab(ə)rədiv/






adjective




produced or conducted by two or more parties working together




•
 
collaborative research.



















collaboratively

 
/kəˈlab(ə)rədivlē/






adverb




in a way that is produced by or involves two or more parties working together




•
 
the guidelines have been developed collaboratively between key agencies.



















collaborator

 
/kəˈlabəˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who works jointly on an activity or project; an associate




•
 
his collaborator on the book.










2.
 
a person who cooperates traitorously with an enemy; a defector




•
 
he was a collaborator during the occupation.



















collage

 
/kəˈläZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of art made by sticking various different materials such as photographs and pieces of paper or fabric onto a backing.




2.
 
the art of making collages.




3.
 
a combination or collection of various things.








II.
 
derivatives





collagist

 
/-läZHist /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘gluing.’





collagen

 
/ˈkäləjən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the main structural protein found in animal connective tissue, yielding gelatin when boiled.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
collagène

 , from Greek 
kolla

 ‘glue’ + French 
-gène

 (see -gen
 ).





collapsar

 
/kəˈlapˌsär/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 an old star that has collapsed under its own gravity to form a white dwarf, neutron star, or black hole.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from collapse
 , on the pattern of words such as 
pulsar

 .






collapse

 
/kəˈlaps/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a structure) fall down or in; give way




•
 
the roof collapsed on top of me.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to fall in or give way




•
 
it feels as if the slightest pressure would collapse it




•
 


‹figurative›

 many people tend to collapse the distinction between the two concepts.










3.
 
(of a lung or blood vessel) fall inward and become flat and empty


(as 
adj.

 
collapsed

 )


•
 
a collapsed lung.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a lung or blood vessel) to do this.




5.
 
(of a person) fall down and become unconscious, typically through illness or injury




•
 
he collapsed from loss of blood.










6.
 
sit or lie down as a result of tiredness or amusement




•
 
exhausted, he collapsed on the bed




•
 
the three of them 
collapsed with laughter

 .










7.
 
(of an institution or undertaking) fail suddenly and completely




•
 
in the face of such resolve his opposition finally collapsed.










8.
 
(of a price or currency) drop suddenly in value.




9.
 
fold or be folded to fit into a small space


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
some cots collapse down to fit into a bag.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — compress a displayed part of (a spreadsheet or other electronic document)




•
 
tabulation programs can be used to collapse this list in various ways.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of a structure falling down or in




•
 
the collapse of a railroad bridge




•
 
the church roof is in danger of collapse.










2.
 
a sudden failure of an institution or undertaking




•
 
the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.










3.
 
a physical or mental breakdown




•
 
he suffered a collapse from overwork




•
 
she's lying there in a state of collapse.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
collapsed

 ): from medical Latin 
collapsus

 , past participle of 
collabi

 , from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
labi

 ‘to slip.’





collapsible

 
/kəˈlapsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an object) able to be folded into a small space




•
 
a collapsible bed.














II.
 
derivatives





collapsibility

 
/kəˌlapsəˈbilitē /






noun





















collar

 
/ˈkälər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a band of material around the neck of a shirt, dress, coat, or jacket, either upright or turned over and generally an integral part of the garment




•
 
we turned our collars up against the chill.










2.
 
short for clerical collar
 .




3.
 
a band of leather or other material put around the neck of a domestic animal, especially a dog or cat.




4.
 
a colored marking resembling a collar around the neck of a bird or other animal.




5.
 
a heavy rounded part of the harness worn by a draft animal, which rests at the base of its neck on the shoulders.




6.
 
a restraining or connecting band, ring, or pipe in machinery.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 a piece of meat rolled up and tied.




8.
 
a cut of bacon taken from the neck of a pig.




9.
 


[Botany]

 the part of a plant where the stem joins the roots.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put a collar on




•
 
biologists who were collaring polar bears.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 seize, grasp, or apprehend (someone)




•
 
police collared the culprit.










3.
 
approach aggressively and talk to (someone who wishes to leave)




•
 
he collared a departing guest for some last words.














III.
 
derivatives





collarless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
colier

 , from Latin 
collare

 ‘band for the neck, collar,’ from 
collum

 ‘neck.’






collar beam

 
/ˈkälər bēm/






noun




a horizontal wooden joist or beam connecting two rafters and forming with them an A-shaped roof truss.














collarbone

 
/ˈkälərˌbōn/






noun




either of the pair of bones joining the breastbone to the shoulder blades.

Also called clavicle
 .













collards

 
/ˈkälərdz /

 
collard greens





I.
 
noun




a cabbage of a variety that does not develop a heart.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: reduced form of 
colewort

 , in the same sense, from cole
 + wort
 .





collared

 
/ˈkälərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a garment) having a collar




•
 
men were required to wear trousers and collared shirts




•
 [
in combination

 ]
 
a fur-collared jacket.










2.
 
(of a bird or other animal) having a colored marking resembling a collar around the neck




•
 
I saw thousands of wood pigeons and collared doves




•
 
you can sight collared lizards amidst cottonwoods and ferns.



















collared dove

 
/ˌkälərd ˈdəv/






noun




an Old World dove related to the ringed turtle dove, with buff, gray, or brown plumage and a narrow black band around the back of the neck.

[Genus 
Streptopelia

 , family 
Columbidae

 : several species, in particular the sandy gray 
S. decaocto

 , which originated in Asia, and has recently been found breeding widely in southeastern Florida.]













collared lizard






noun




a lizard that is typically marked with spots and bands and has a distinctive black-and-white collar. It is found in dry rocky areas in the southern US and Mexico.

[
Crotaphytus collaris

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]













collar stud

 
/ˈkälər stəd/






noun




a stud used to fasten a detachable collar to a shirt.













collar tie






noun




another term for collar beam
 .














collate

 
/kəˈlāt ˈkōˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
collect and combine (texts, information, or sets of figures) in proper order.




2.
 
compare and analyze (texts or other data)




•
 
these accounts he 
collated with

 his own experience.










3.
 


[Printing]

 verify the order of (sheets of a book) by their signatures.




4.
 
appoint (a member of the clergy) to a benefice.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘confer (a benefice) upon’): from Latin 
collat-

 ‘brought together,’ from the verb 
conferre

 (see confer
 ).





collateral

 
/kəˈladərəl kəˈlatrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something pledged as security for repayment of a loan, to be forfeited in the event of a default.




2.
 
a person having the same descent in a family as another but by a different line.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
additional but subordinate; secondary




•
 
the collateral meanings of a word.










2.
 
used euphemistically to refer to inadvertent casualties among civilians and destruction in civilian areas in the course of military operations




•
 
munitions must be able to destroy the target without causing 
collateral damage






•
 
collateral casualties.










3.
 
descended from the same stock but by a different line




•
 
a collateral descendant of George Washington.










4.
 
situated side by side; parallel




•
 
collateral veins.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
collaterality

 
/kəˌlatəˈralitē /






noun













2.
 
collaterally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from medieval Latin 
collateralis

 , from 
col-

 ‘together with’ + 
lateralis

 (from 
latus

 , 
later-

 ‘side’). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun (originally US) is from the phrase 
collateral security

 , denoting something pledged in addition to the main obligation of a contract.





collateral contract






noun






[Law]

 a subsidiary contract that induces a person to enter into a main contract or that depends upon the main contract for its existence.













collateralize

 
/kəˈlatərəˌlīz, kəˈlatrə-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide something as collateral for (a loan)




•
 
these loans are collateralized by property.



















collation

 
/kəˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of collating something




•
 
data management and collation.










2.
 
a light, informal meal.




3.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a light meal allowed during a fast.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
collation-

 , from 
conferre

 (see confer
 ). Originally (in the plural) the term denoted John Cassian's 
Collationes Patrum in Scetica Eremo Commorantium

 ‘Conferences of, or with, the Egyptian Hermits’ (
AD

 415–20), from which a reading would be given in Benedictine communities prior to a light meal (see 
sense

 2).





collator

 
/ˈkōlādər ˈkälādər/






noun




a person or machine that collates.













colleague

 
/ˈkälēɡ/





I.
 
noun




a person with whom one works, especially in a profession or business.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
collègue

 , from Latin 
collega

 ‘partner in office,’ from 
col-

 ‘together with’ + 
legare

 ‘depute.’






collect1


 
/kəˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring or gather together (things, typically when scattered or widespread)




•
 
he went around the office collecting old coffee cups




•
 
he 
collected up

 all his clothing.










2.
 
accumulate and store over a period of time




•
 
collect rainwater to use on the garden.










3.
 
systematically seek and acquire (items of a particular kind) as a hobby




•
 
I've started collecting stamps




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the urge to collect, to have the full set, is in us all.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come together and form a group or mass




•
 
worshipers 
collected together

 in a stadium




•
 
dust and dirt collect so quickly.










5.
 
call for and take away; fetch




•
 
the children were collected from school.










6.
 
go somewhere and accept or receive (something), especially as a right or due




•
 
she went to Oxford to collect her honorary degree.










7.
 
solicit and receive (donations), especially for charity




•
 
collecting money for the war effort




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
collected for

 the United Way.










8.
 
receive (money that is due); be paid


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they called to collect a debt




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he'd come to collect.










9.
 
(
collect oneself

 )
 — regain control of oneself, typically after a shock.




10.
 
bring together and concentrate (one's thoughts).




11.
 


‹archaic›

 conclude; infer




•
 
by all best conjectures, I collect Thou art to be my fatal enemy.










12.
 
cause (a horse) to bring its hind legs further forward as it moves, thereby shortening the stride and increasing balance and impulsion.








II.
 
adverb, adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (with reference to a telephone call) to be paid for by the person receiving it


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I called my mother collect




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a collect call.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
collecter

 or medieval Latin 
collectare

 , from Latin 
collect-

 ‘gathered together,’ from the verb 
colligere

 , from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
legere

 ‘choose or collect.’





collect2


 
/ˈkälˌekt/





I.
 
noun




(in church use) a short prayer, especially one assigned to a particular day or season.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
collecte

 , from Latin 
collecta

 ‘gathering,’ feminine past participle of 
colligere

 ‘gather together’ (see collect
 1
 ).





collectanea

 
/ˌkälekˈtānēə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
passages, remarks, and other pieces of text collected from various sources.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin, neuter plural of 
collectaneus

 ‘gathered together,’ used as an adjective in Caesar's 
Dicta collectanea

 and as a noun in Solinus' 
Collectanea

 .





collected

 
/kəˈlektəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not perturbed or distracted




•
 
outwardly they are cool, calm, and collected.










2.
 
(of individual works) brought together in one volume or edition




•
 
the collected works of Edgar Allan Poe.










3.
 
(of a volume or edition) containing all the works of a particular person or category.




4.
 


[Riding]

 (of a horse) moving with a shortened stride and with its hind legs correctly placed to achieve balance and impulsion.








II.
 
derivatives





collectedly

 
/kəˈlektədlē /






adverb





collected
 (
sense

 1)





















collectedness

 
/kəˈlektədnəs/






noun




the state of being calm and self-controlled




•
 
she is the very picture of collectedness and confidence.



















collectible

 
/kəˈlektəb(ə)l /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 collectable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an item) worth collecting; of interest to a collector.




2.
 
able to be collected




•
 
a surplus collectible as rent by the landowner.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
collectibles

 )


1.
 
an item valued and sought by collectors.








III.
 
derivatives





collectibility

 
/kəˌlektəˈbilitē /






noun





















collection

 
/kəˈlekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of collecting someone or something




•
 
the collection of maple sap




•
 
tax collection.










2.
 
a regular removal of mail for dispatch or of trash for disposal.




3.
 
an instance of collecting money in a church service or for a charitable cause




•
 
when she died, they 
took up a collection

 for her burial.










4.
 
a sum of money raised by a charity collection.




5.
 
a group of things or people




•
 


a

 rambling 
collection of

 houses.










6.
 
an assembly of items such as works of art, pieces of writing, or natural objects, especially one systematically ordered




•
 
paintings from the permanent collection




•
 
a record collection.










7.
 
(
collections

 )
 — an art museum's holdings organized by medium, such as sculpture, painting, or photography.




8.
 
a book or recording containing various texts, poems, songs, etc.




•
 
a collection of essays.










9.
 
a range of new clothes produced by a fashion house




•
 
a preview of their autumn collection.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
collectio(n-)

 , from 
colligere

 ‘gather together’ (see collect
 1
 ).





collective

 
/kəˈlektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done by people acting as a group




•
 
a collective protest.










2.
 
belonging or relating to all the members of a group




•
 
ministers who share collective responsibility




•
 
a collective sigh of relief from parents.










3.
 
taken as a whole; aggregate




•
 
the collective power of the workforce.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cooperative enterprise.




2.
 
a collective farm.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
collectiveness






noun













2.
 
collectivity

 
/kəˌlekˈtivədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘representing many individuals’): from Old French 
collectif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
collectivus

 , from 
collect-

 ‘gathered together,’ from the verb 
colligere

 (see collect
 1
 ).





collective bargaining

 
/kəˈlektiv ˈbärɡ(ə)niNG/






noun




negotiation of wages and other conditions of employment by an organized body of employees.













collective farm

 
/kəˈlektiv färm/






noun




a jointly operated amalgamation of several small farms, especially one owned by the government.













collectively

 
/kəˈlektivlē/






adverb




as a group; as a whole




•
 
the vast range of resources that the American people collectively own




•
 
the audience collectively winced.



















collective mark






noun




a trademark or service mark that identifies members of a union, cooperative, or other collective organization.













collective memory






noun




the memory of a group of people, typically passed from one generation to the next.













collective noun

 
/kəˈlektiv noun/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a noun that denotes a group of individuals (e.g., 
assembly

 , 
family

 , 
crew

 ).











usage:

 Examples of collective nouns include group, crowd, family, committee, class, crew, and the like. In the US, collective nouns are usually followed by a singular verb (the crowd was nervous), while in Britain it is more common to follow a collective noun with a plural verb (the band were late for their own concert). Notice that if the verb is singular, any following pronouns must also be singular: the council is prepared to act, but not until it has taken a poll. When preceded by the definite article 
the

 , the collective noun number is usually treated as a singular (the number of applicants was beyond belief), whereas it is treated as a plural when preceded by the indefinite article 
a

 (a number of proposals were considered). See also usage at number
 .





collective security

 
/kəˈlektiv səˈkyo͝orədē/






noun




the cooperation of several countries in an alliance to strengthen the security of each.













collective unconscious

 
/kəˈlektiv ˌənˈkänSHəs/






noun




(in Jungian psychology) the part of the unconscious mind that is derived from ancestral memory and experience and is common to all humankind, as distinct from the individual's unconscious.













collectivism

 
/kəˈlektəˌvizəm/






noun



1.
 
the practice or principle of giving a group priority over each individual in it.




2.
 
the theory and practice of the ownership of land and the means of production by the people or the state.













collectivist

 
/kəˈlektivəst/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the practice or principle of giving a group priority over each individual in it




•
 
collectivist cultures had disciplined and cooperative work forces




•
 
collectivist policies which promised security and protection.














II.
 
noun




an adherent of the practice or principle of giving a group priority over each individual in it




•
 
an entire nation of collectivists.














III.
 
derivatives





collectivistic






adjective





















collectivize

 
/kəˈlektəˌvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
collectivized

 )


1.
 
organize (something) on the basis of ownership by the people or the state, abolishing private ownership or involvement




•
 
collectivized agriculture.














II.
 
derivatives





collectivization

 
/kəˌlektəvəˈzāSHən kəˌlektəvīˈzāSHən /






noun





















collector

 
/kəˈlektər/






noun



1.
 
a person who collects things of a specified type, professionally or as a hobby




•
 
an art collector.










2.
 
an official who is responsible for collecting money




•
 
a tax collector.










3.
 
an official who collects tickets from bus or train passengers.




4.
 
(in some South Asian countries) the chief administrative official of a district.




5.
 


[Electronics]

 the region in a bipolar transistor that absorbs charge carriers.













collectorate

 
/kəˈlektərət/






noun




(in some South Asian countries) a district under the jurisdiction of a collector.

See collector
 (
sense

 3).













collector's item

 
/kəˈlektərz ˈˌīdəm/






noun




an object of interest to collectors, especially because it is rare, beautiful, or associated with someone famous.













colleen

 
/käˈlēn ˈkälēn/





I.
 
noun




an Irish term for a girl or young woman.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Irish 
cailin

 , diminutive of 
caile

 ‘countrywoman.’






college

 
/ˈkälij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an educational institution or establishment, in particular




2.
 
one providing higher education or specialized professional or vocational training




•
 
my brother wanted to 
go to college






•
 
I'm 
at college

 studying graphic design.










3.
 


(US)

 (within a university) a school offering a general liberal arts curriculum leading only to a bachelor's degree.




4.
 
(in Britain) any of a number of independent institutions within certain universities, each having its own teaching staff, students, and buildings.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 a private secondary school


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Eton College.










6.
 
the teaching staff and students of a college considered collectively




•
 
the college was shocked by his death.










7.
 
an organized group of professional people with particular aims, duties, and privileges


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the electoral college.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
collegium

 ‘partnership, association,’ from 
collega

 ‘partner in office,’ from 
col-

 ‘together with’ + 
legare

 ‘depute.’





College Board






noun




an organization that prepares and administers standardized tests that are used in college admission and placement.













college-bound






adjective






(US)

 going or intending to go to college




•
 
advice for parents of college-bound teenagers




•
 
if you are college-bound, the chances are that you will have to take the SAT.




















College of Arms

 
College of Heralds






(in the UK) a corporation that officially records and grants armorial bearings. Formed in 1484, it comprises three Kings of Arms, six heralds, and four pursuivants.

Also called Heralds' College
 .










College of Cardinals






the body of cardinals of the Roman Catholic Church, founded in the 11th century and since 1179 responsible for the election of the pope.

Also called Sacred College
 .









College Park






a city in central Maryland, just northeast of Washington, DC, home to the University of Maryland; pop. 26,925 (est. 2008).









College Station






a city in east central Texas, home to Texas A&M University; pop. 84,128 (est. 2008).









college try






noun




a sincere effort or attempt at performing a difficult, or seemingly impossible, task




•
 
the chances of overturning this decision are slim, but the Democrats will 
give it the old college try

 .



















collegial

 
/kəˈlēj(ē)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving shared responsibility, as among a group of colleagues.




2.
 
another term for collegiate
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives





collegiality

 
/kəˌlējēˈalitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
collegial

 or late Latin 
collegialis

 , from 
collegium

 ‘partnership, association’ (see college
 ).





collegian

 
/kəˈlējən/





I.
 
noun




a member of a college, especially within a university.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
collegianus

 , from 
collegium

 ‘partnership, association’ (see college
 ).





collegiate

 
/kəˈlēj(ē)ət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging or relating to a college or its students




•
 
collegiate life.










2.
 
(of a university) composed of different colleges.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
collegiatus

 , from 
collegium

 ‘partnership, association’ (see college
 ).





collegiate church






noun



1.
 
a church endowed for a chapter of canons but without a bishop's see.




2.
 


(US)

 
(Scottish)

 a church or group of churches established under two or more pastors.













collegiate Gothic





I.
 
adjective




of or in a style of neo-Gothic architecture used for some US university buildings




•
 
the history-evoking Collegiate Gothic buildings.














II.
 
noun




the collegiate Gothic style.













collegium

 
/kəˈlējēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in full 
collegium musicum

 ) (
pl.

 collegia musica )
 — a society of amateur musicians, especially one attached to a German or US college.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an advisory or administrative board in Russia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘association.’





col legno

 
/ˌkōl ˈlānyō/





I.
 
adverb




(of a passage of music for a bowed instrument) played by hitting the strings with the back of the bow.











– origin

 Italian, ‘with the wood (of the bow).’





Collembola

 
/kəˈlembələ /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the springtails.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
collembola

 )
 — insects of the order 
Collembola

 ; springtails.




III.
 
derivatives





collembolan

 
/-bələn /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kolla

 ‘glue’ + 
embolon

 ‘peg, stopper’ (with reference to the sticky substance secreted by the ventral tube of the insects).





collenchyma

 
/kəˈleNGkəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 tissue strengthened by the thickening of cell walls, as in young shoots.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kolla

 ‘glue’ + 
enkhuma

 ‘infusion.’





Colles fracture

 
/ˈkäliz ˌfrakCHər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a fracture of the lower end of the radius in the wrist with a characteristic backward displacement of the hand.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Abraham 
Colles

 (1773–1843), Irish surgeon.






collet

 
/ˈkälət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a segmented band or sleeve put around a shaft or spindle and tightened so as to grip it.




2.
 
a small collar in a clock to which the inner end of a balance spring is attached.




3.
 
a flange or socket for setting a gem in jewelry.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a piece of armor to protect the neck): from Old French, diminutive of 
col

 ‘neck,’ from Latin 
collum

 .





colliculus

 
/kəˈlikyələs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small protuberance, especially one of two pairs in the roof of the midbrain, involved respectively in vision and hearing.








II.
 
derivatives





collicular

 
/-lər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
collis

 ‘hill.’






collide

 
/kəˈlīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit with force when moving




•
 
she 
collided with

 someone




•
 
two suburban trains collided.










2.
 
come into conflict or opposition




•
 
in his work, politics and metaphysics collide.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cause to collide’): from Latin 
collidere

 , from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
laedere

 ‘to strike or damage.’





collider

 
/kəˈlīdər/






noun






[Physics]

 an accelerator in which two beams of particles are made to collide.













collie

 
/ˈkälē/





I.
 
noun




a sheepdog of a breed originating in Scotland, having a long, pointed nose and thick, long hair.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from coal
 (the breed originally being black).





collier

 
/ˈkälyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a coal miner.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a ship carrying coal.











– origin

 Middle English: from coal
 + -ier
 . The original sense was ‘maker of charcoal,’ who usually brought it to market, hence ‘person selling charcoal,’ later ‘person selling coal,’ whence current senses.





colliery

 
/ˈkälyərē/






noun




a coal mine and the buildings and equipment associated with it.













colligate

 
/ˈkäləˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb






[Linguistics]

 be or cause to be juxtaposed or grouped in a syntactic relation


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the two grammatical items are said to colligate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
pronouns are regularly colligated with verbal forms.














II.
 
derivatives





colligation

 
/ˌkäləˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the literal Latin sense): from Latin 
colligat-

 ‘bound together,’ from the verb 
colligare

 , from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
ligare

 ‘bind.’ The current sense dates from the 1960s.





colligative

 
/ˈkäləˌɡādiv/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of or relating to the binding together of molecules




•
 
the colligative properties of dilute solutions.



















collimate

 
/ˈkäləˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (rays of light or particles) accurately parallel


(as 
adj.

 
collimated

 )


•
 
a collimated electron beam.










2.
 
accurately align (an optical or other system).








II.
 
derivatives





collimation

 
/käləˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
collimare

 , an erroneous reading (in some editions of Cicero) of 
collineare

 ‘align or aim,’ from 
col-

 ‘together with’ + 
linea

 ‘line.’





collimator

 
/ˈkäləˌmādər/






noun



1.
 
a device for producing a parallel beam of rays or radiation.




2.
 
a small fixed telescope used for adjusting the line of sight of an astronomical telescope.













collinear

 
/kəˈlinēər/





I.
 
adjective






[Geometry]

 (of points) lying in the same straight line.








II.
 
derivatives





collinearity

 
/kəˌlinēˈaritē, kä- /






noun





















Collins






noun




short for Tom Collins
 .













Collins, Joan

 
/ˈkälənz/






(1933–), English actress, a sex symbol in movies such as 
Our Girl Friday

 (1953) and known for the television series 
Dynasty

 (1981–89); full name 
Joan Henrietta Collins

 .









Collins, Michael






(1890–1922), Irish nationalist leader and politician. A member of Parliament for Sinn Fein, he was one of the negotiators of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921. In 1922, he acted as head of the provisional government of the Irish Free State and then as commander of the Free State army in the civil war. He was killed in an ambush in August 1922.









Collins, Phil






(1951–), British rock musician and singer; full name 
Philip David Charles Collins

 . His many hits include “You Can't Hurry Love” (1982) and “Sussudio” (1985).









Collins, Wilkie






(1824–89), English novelist; full name 
William Wilkie Collins

 . He is noted for his detective stories 
The Woman in White

 (1860) and 
The Moonstone

 (1868).









collision

 
/kəˈliZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of one moving object or person striking violently against another




•
 
a midair 
collision between

 two aircraft




•
 
the device increases the chances of collision.










2.
 
an instance of conflict between opposing ideas, interests, or factions




•
 
a 
collision between

 experience and theory




•
 
cultures in collision.










3.
 


[Computing]

 an event of two or more records being assigned the same identifier or location in memory.




4.
 
an instance of simultaneous transmission by more than one node of a network.








II.
 
phrases





on (a) collision course





a.
 
going in a direction that will lead to a collision with another moving object or person.




b.
 
adopting an approach that is certain to lead to conflict with another person or group




•
 
the strikers are on a collision course with the government.


















III.
 
derivatives





collisional

 
/-ZHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
collisio(n-)

 , from Latin 
collidere

 ‘strike together’ (see collide
 ).






collocate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkäləˌkāt /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Linguistics]

 (of a word) be habitually juxtaposed with another with a frequency greater than chance




•
 
“maiden” collocates with “voyage.”










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹rare›

 place side by side or in a particular relation


(as 
adj.

 
collocated

 )


•
 
McAndrew was a collocated facility with Argentia Naval Station.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkäləkət /



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word that is habitually juxtaposed with another with a frequency greater than chance




•
 
collocates for the word “mortgage” include “lend” and “property.”

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
collocat-

 ‘placed together,’ from the verb 
collocare

 , from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
locare

 ‘to place.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the 1950s.





collocation

 
/ˌkäləˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 the habitual juxtaposition of a particular word with another word or words with a frequency greater than chance




•
 
the words have a similar range of collocation.










2.
 
a pair or group of words that are habitually juxtaposed




•
 
“strong coffee” and “heavy drinker” are typical English collocations.










3.
 
the action of placing things side by side or in position




•
 
the collocation of the two pieces.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
collocatio(n-)

 , from 
collocare

 ‘place together’ (see collocate
 ).





collodion

 
/kəˈlōdēən/





I.
 
noun




a syrupy solution of nitrocellulose in a mixture of alcohol and ether, used for coating things, chiefly in surgery and in a former photographic process.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kollōdēs

 ‘gluelike,’ from 
kolla

 ‘glue.’





collogue

 
/kəˈlōɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 talk confidentially or conspiratorially.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘flatter, pretend to agree with or believe’): probably an alteration of obsolete 
colleague

 ‘conspire,’ by association with Latin 
colloqui

 ‘to converse.’





colloid

 
/ˈkäloid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a homogeneous, noncrystalline substance consisting of large molecules or ultramicroscopic particles of one substance dispersed through a second substance. Colloids include gels, sols, and emulsions; the particles do not settle and cannot be separated out by ordinary filtering or centrifuging like those in a suspension.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 a substance of gelatinous consistency.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of the nature of, relating to, or characterized by a colloid or colloids.








III.
 
derivatives





colloidal

 
/kəˈloidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kolla

 ‘glue’ + -oid
 .





collop

 
/ˈkäləp /

 

‹dialect›






I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a slice of meat




•
 
three 
collops of

 bacon.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
kalops

 ‘meat stew.’





colloquial

 
/kəˈlōkwēəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of language) used in ordinary or familiar conversation; not formal or literary.








II.
 
derivatives





colloquially

 
/kəˈlōkwēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
colloquium

 ‘conversation’ + -al
 .





colloquialism

 
/kəˈlōkwēəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
a word or phrase that is not formal or literary, typically one used in ordinary or familiar conversation.




2.
 
the use of ordinary or familiar words or phrases.













colloquium

 
/kəˈlōkwēəm/





I.
 
noun




an academic conference or seminar.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a conversation or dialogue): from Latin, from 
colloqui

 ‘to converse,’ from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
loqui

 ‘to talk.’





colloquy

 
/ˈkäləˌkwē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 a conversation




•
 
they broke off their colloquy at once




•
 
an evening of sophisticated colloquy.










2.
 
a gathering for discussion of theological questions.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
colloquium

 ‘conversation.’





collotype

 
/ˈkäləˌtīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a process for making high-quality prints from a sheet of light-sensitive gelatin exposed photographically to the image without using a screen


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
collotype printing.










2.
 


[Printing]

 a print made by the collotype process.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kolla

 ‘glue’ + type
 .






collude

 
/kəˈlo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come to a secret understanding for a harmful purpose; conspire




•
 
university leaders 
colluded in

 price-rigging




•
 
the president accused his opponents of 
colluding with

 foreigners.














II.
 
derivatives





colluder






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
colludere

 ‘have a secret agreement,’ from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
ludere

 ‘to play.’





collusion

 
/kəˈlo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
secret or illegal cooperation or conspiracy, especially in order to cheat or deceive others




•
 
the armed forces were working 
in collusion with

 drug traffickers




•
 


collusion between

 media owners and political leaders.










2.
 


[Law]

 illegal cooperation or conspiracy, especially between ostensible opponents in a lawsuit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
collusive

 
/kəˈlo͞osiv /






adjective













2.
 
collusively

 
/-sivlē, -zivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
collusion-

 , from 
colludere

 ‘have a secret agreement’ (see collude
 ).





colluvium

 
/kəˈlo͞ovēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 material that accumulates at the foot of a steep slope.








II.
 
derivatives





colluvial

 
/-vēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Latin 
colluvies

 ‘confluence or collection of matter,’ from 
colluere

 ‘to rinse,’ from 
col-

 ‘together’ + 
luere

 ‘to wash.’





collyrium

 
/kəˈlirēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicated eyewash.




2.
 
a kind of dark eyeshadow, used especially in Eastern countries.











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, from Greek 
kollurion

 ‘poultice,’ from 
kollura

 ‘coarse bread roll.’





collywobbles

 
/ˈkälēˌwäb(ə)lz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly humorous›

 stomach pain or queasiness




•
 
an attack of collywobbles.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly humorous›

 intense anxiety or nervousness, especially with stomach queasiness




•
 
such organizations give him the collywobbles.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: fanciful formation from colic
 and wobble
 .





Colman, Ronald

 
/ˈkōlmən/






(1891–1958), British actor. Notable movies: 
A Tale of Two Cities

 (1935), 
The Prisoner of Zenda

 (1937), and 
Random Harvest

 (1942).









Colo.






abbreviation




Colorado.













colobine

 
/ˈkäləˌbīn, -bin/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an Old World monkey of a mainly leaf-eating group that includes the colobus monkeys, langurs, and leaf monkeys.

[Subfamily 
Colobinae

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from modern Latin 
Colobinae

 , based on Greek 
kolobos

 ‘curtailed.’





coloboma

 
/ˌkäləˈbōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital malformation of the eye causing defects in the lens, iris, or retina.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kolobōma

 ‘part removed in mutilation,’ from 
kolobos

 ‘cut short.’





colobus

 
/ˈkäləbəs /

 
colobus monkey





I.
 
noun




a slender, leaf-eating African monkey with silky fur, a long tail, and very small or absent thumbs.

[Genera 
Colobus

 and 
Procolobus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
kolobos

 ‘cut short.’





co-locate

 
/kōˈlōkāt/






verb

 — (
be co-located

 )


1.
 
share a location or facility with someone (or something) else




•
 
a woman officer can often 
be co-located with

 her husband.




















colocynth

 
/ˈkäləˌsinTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical Old World climbing plant of the gourd family, which bears a pulpy fruit and has long been cultivated.

Also called bitter apple
 . [
Citrullus colocynthis

 , family 
Curcurbitaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the colocynth plant.




3.
 
a bitter purgative drug obtained from the colocynth fruit.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
kolokunthis

 .





cologne

 
/kəˈlōn/





I.
 
noun




eau de cologne or scented toilet water.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Cologne
 in Germany.






Cologne

 
/kəˈlōn/






an industrial and university city in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia, on the Rhine River; pop. 989,800 (est. 2006).

German name Köln
 .









Coloma

 
/kəˈlōmə/






a historic locality in northeastern California, on the American River, northeast of Sacramento, where gold was discovered in 1848 on John (Johann) Sutter's mill site that led to the California gold rush.









Colombia

 
/kəˈləmbēə/







1.
 
a country in extreme northwestern South America that has a coastline on both the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans; pop. 43,677,400 (est. 2009); capital, Bogotá; official language, Spanish.





Colombia was conquered by the Spanish in the early 16th century and achieved independence in the early 19th century, although the resulting Republic of Great Colombia lasted only until 1830, when first Venezuela and then Ecuador broke away to become independent states in their own right. Since the civil war of 1949–53, the country has struggled with poverty and social problems. During the 1990s, guerrilla warfare, partly funded by the growing drug trade, dominated Colombia's countryside.









Colombian

 
/kəˈləmbēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Colombia or its people




•
 
a remote village near the Colombian border




•
 
the former Colombian president.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Colombia




•
 
only 17 percent of Colombians live in Bogota.



















Colombo

 
/kəˈləmbō/






the capital and chief port of Sri Lanka, on the southwestern coast of the country; pop. 672,700 (est. 2007).










colon1


 
/ˈkōlən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a punctuation mark (:) indicating.




2.
 
that a writer is introducing a quotation or a list of items.




3.
 
that a writer is separating two clauses of which the second expands or illustrates the first.




4.
 
a statement of proportion between two numbers




•
 
a ratio of 10:1.










5.
 
the separation of hours from minutes (and minutes from seconds) in a statement of time given in numbers




•
 
4:30 p.m.










6.
 
the number of the chapter and verse respectively in biblical references




•
 
Exodus 3:2.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a term in rhetoric denoting a section of a complex sentence, or a pause before it): via Latin from Greek 
kōlon

 ‘limb, clause.’






colon2


 
/ˈkōlən/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the main part of the large intestine, which passes from the cecum to the rectum and absorbs water and electrolytes from food that has remained undigested. Its parts are called the ascending, transverse, descending, and sigmoid colon.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
kolon

 .





colón

 
/kəˈlōn/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Costa Rica and El Salvador, equal to 100 centimos in Costa Rica and 100 centavos in El Salvador.











– origin

 from Cristóbal 
Colón

 , the Spanish name of Christopher Columbus (see Columbus, Christopher
 ).





Colón

 
/kəˈlōn/






the chief port of Panama, at the Caribbean Sea end of the Panama Canal; pop. 87,800 (est. 2009).










colon bacillus






noun




another term for coliform bacterium
 .













colonel

 
/ˈkərnl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an army officer of high rank, in particular (in the US Army, Air Force, and Marine Corps) an officer above a lieutenant colonel and below a brigadier general.




2.
 


‹informal›

 short for lieutenant colonel
 .








II.
 
derivatives





colonelcy

 
/ˈkərnlsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
coronel

 (earlier form of 
colonel

 ), from Italian 
colonnello

 ‘column of soldiers,’ from 
colonna

 ‘column,’ from Latin 
columna

 . The form 
coronel

 , source of the modern pronunciation, was usual until the mid 17th cent.





Colonel Blimp

 
/ˈˌkərnl ˈblimp/






noun




another term for blimp
 (
sense

 2).













colonel-in-chief






noun




a title given to the honorary head of a regiment in the British army.













colonial

 
/kəˈlōnyəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a colony or colonies




•
 
British colonial rule




•
 
colonial expansion.










2.
 
relating to the period of the British colonies in America before independence.




3.
 
(especially of architecture or furniture) made during or in the style of this period.




4.
 
(of animals or plants) living in colonies.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of a colony.




2.
 
a house built in colonial style.








III.
 
derivatives





colonially






adverb





















colonialism

 
/kəˈlōnēəˌlizəm/






noun




the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically.













colonialist

 
/kəˈlōnēələst/





I.
 
noun




a person who supports the practice of gaining political control over other countries and occupying them with settlers




•
 
16th century Spanish colonialists in the Caribbean.














II.
 
adjective




characteristic of or involving the practice of gaining political control over other countries and occupying them with settlers




•
 
the nation's colonialist history.



















colonic

 
/kəˈlänik kōˈlänik/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of, relating to, or affecting the colon.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an act or instance of colonic irrigation, performed for its supposed therapeutic benefits.














colonic irrigation






noun




a water enema given to flush out the colon.













colonist

 
/ˈkälənəst/






noun




a settler in or inhabitant of a colony.













colonization

 
/kälənəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of settling among and establishing control over the indigenous people of an area




•
 
Africa boasts a tradition of higher education institutions that predate Western colonization




•
 
the European invasion and colonization of the Americas.










2.
 
the action of appropriating a place or domain for one's own use




•
 
the complete colonization of television entertainment by reality shows.










3.
 


[Ecology]

 the action by a plant or animal of establishing itself in an area




•
 
lower airway bacterial colonization




•
 
suitable sites for colonization by Asian crabs.



















colonize

 
/ˈkäləˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a country or its citizens) send a group of settlers to (a place) and establish political control over it




•
 
the Greeks colonized Sicily and southern Italy.










2.
 
come to settle among and establish political control over (the indigenous people of an area)




•
 
a white family that tries to colonize a Caribbean island.










3.
 
appropriate (a place or domain) for one's own use.




4.
 


[Ecology]

 (of a plant or animal) establish itself in an area




•
 
mussels can colonize even the most inhospitable rock surfaces




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
insect borers colonize in rotted shoreline deadfalls.














II.
 
derivatives





colonizer

 
/ˈkäləˌnīzər /






noun





















colonnade

 
/ˌkäləˈnād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a row of columns supporting a roof, an entablature, or arcade.




2.
 
a row of trees or other tall objects.








II.
 
derivatives





colonnaded

 
/käləˈnādid /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from 
colonne

 ‘column,’ from Latin 
columna

 .





colonoscope

 
/kəˈlänəˌskōp/






noun






[Medicine]

 a flexible fiber-optic instrument inserted through the anus in order to examine the colon.













colonoscopy

 
/ˌkōləˈnäskəpē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a procedure in which a flexible fiber-optic instrument is inserted through the anus in order to examine the colon




•
 
a colonoscopy did not show any problem




•
 
a large group of patients undergoing colonoscopy.



















colon therapy






noun




another term for colonic irrigation
 .













colony

 
/ˈkälənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a country or area under the full or partial political control of another country, typically a distant one, and occupied by settlers from that country.




2.
 
a group of people living in colony, consisting of the original settlers and their descendants and successors.




3.
 
(
the Colonies

 )
 — chiefly British term for Thirteen Colonies
 .




4.
 
(
the colonies

 )
 — all the foreign countries or areas formerly under British political control.




5.
 
a group of people of one nationality or ethnic group living in a foreign city or country




•
 
the British colony in New York.










6.
 
a place where a group of people with similar interests live together




•
 
an artists' colony.










7.
 


[Biology]

 a community of animals or plants of one kind living close together or forming a physically connected structure




•
 
a colony of seals.










8.
 
a group of fungi or bacteria grown from a single spore or cell on a culture medium.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a settlement formed mainly of retired soldiers, acting as a garrison in newly conquered territory in the Roman Empire): from Latin 
colonia

 ‘settlement, farm,’ from 
colonus

 ‘settler, farmer,’ from 
colere

 ‘cultivate.’





colony-stimulating factor






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance secreted by bone marrow that promotes the growth and differentiation of stem cells into colonies of specific blood cells.













colophon

 
/ˈkäləfən ˈkäləˌfän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a publisher's emblem or imprint, especially one on the title page or spine of a book.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a statement at the end of a book, typically with a printer's emblem, giving information about its authorship and printing.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a finishing touch): via late Latin from Greek 
kolophōn

 ‘summit or finishing touch.’





colophony

 
/kəˈläfənē ˈkäləˌfōnē/





I.
 
noun




another term for rosin
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
colophonia (resina)

 ‘(resin) from 
Colophon

 ,’ a town in Lydia, Asia Minor.






color

 
/ˈkələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 colour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the property possessed by an object of producing different sensations on the eye as a result of the way the object reflects or emits light




•
 
the lights flickered and changed color.










2.
 
one, or any mixture, of the constituents into which light can be separated in a spectrum or rainbow, sometimes including (loosely) black and white




•
 
a rich brown color




•
 
a range of bright colors.










3.
 
the use of all colors, not only black, white, and gray, in photography or television




•
 
he has shot the whole film 
in color






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
color television.










4.
 
a substance used to give something a particular color




•
 
lip color.










5.
 


[Heraldry]

 any of the major conventional colors used in coats of arms (gules, vert, sable, azure, purpure), especially as opposed to the metals, furs, and stains.




6.
 
pigmentation of the skin, especially as an indication of someone's race




•
 
discrimination on the basis of color.










7.
 
a group of people considered as being distinguished by skin pigmentation




•
 
all colors and nationalities.










8.
 
rosiness of the complexion, especially as an indication of someone's health




•
 
there was some color back in his face.










9.
 
vividness of visual appearance resulting from the presence of brightly colored things




•
 
for color, plant groups of winter-flowering pansies.










10.
 
picturesque or exciting features that lend a particularly interesting quality to something




•
 
a town full of color and character.










11.
 
variety of musical tone or expression




•
 
orchestral color.










12.
 
(
colors

 )
 — an item or items of a particular color or combination of colors worn to identify an individual or a member of a school, group, or organization.




13.
 
the flag of a regiment or ship.




14.
 
a national flag




•
 
he was 
called to the colors

 during the war.










15.
 
a shade of meaning




•
 
many events in her past had taken on a different color.










16.
 
character or general nature




•
 
the hospitable color of his family.










17.
 


[Physics]

 a quantized property of quarks which can take three values (designated blue, green, and red) for each flavor.




18.
 


[Mining]

 a particle of gold remaining in a mining pan after most of the mud and gravel have been washed away.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — change the color of (something) by painting, dyeing, or shading it.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take on a different color




•
 
the foliage will not color well if the soil is too rich.










3.
 
use crayons to fill (a particular shape or outline) with color




•
 
color the head, eyes, and bill with crayons.










4.
 
make vivid or picturesque




•
 
he has colored the dance with gestures from cabaret and vaudeville.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or their skin) show embarrassment or shame by becoming red; blush




•
 
everyone stared at him, and he colored slightly.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a person or their skin) to change in color




•
 
rage colored his pale complexion.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a particular color) imbue (a person's skin)




•
 
a faint pink flush colored her cheeks.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an emotion) imbue (a person's voice) with a particular tone




•
 
surprise colored her voice.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — influence, especially in a negative way; distort




•
 
the experiences had colored her whole existence.










10.
 
misrepresent by distortion or exaggeration




•
 
witnesses might color evidence to make a story saleable.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
lend (or give) color to






make something seem true or probable




•
 
this lent color and credibility to his defense.















2.
 
—— of color






see person of color
 .









3.
 
show one's true colors






reveal one's real character or intentions, especially when these are disreputable or dishonorable.









4.
 
under color of






under the pretext of.









5.
 
with flying colors






see flying
 .















– origin

 Middle English (as 
colo(u)r

 ): from Old French 
colour

 (noun), 
colourer

 (verb), from Latin 
color

 (noun), 
colorare

 (verb).





colorable

 
/ˈkələrəbəl /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourable






adjective



1.
 
apparently correct or justified




•
 
a colorable legal claim.










2.
 
counterfeit.




3.
 
capable of being colored




•
 
colorable illustrations.



















Coloradan

 
/ˌkäləˈräd(ə)n ˌkäləˈrad(ə)n /

 
Coloradoan





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Colorado or its inhabitants




•
 
Coloradan geological and natural features.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Colorado




•
 
this Coloradan has a promising future.




















Colorado

 
/ˌkäləˈrädō ˌkäləˈradō/





I.
 
a river that rises in the Rocky Mountains of northern Colorado and flows southwest for 1,468 miles (2,333 km) to the Gulf of California. It passes through the Grand Canyon.




II.
 
a river that flows east for 900 miles (1,450 km) across Texas, from the Llano Estacado to the Gulf of Mexico. Austin is situated on it.




III.
 
a state in the central US; pop. 4,939,456 (est. 2008); capital, Denver; statehood, Aug. 1, 1876 (38). Part of Colorado was acquired by the US with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and the rest was ceded by Mexico in 1848.










Colorado blue spruce






noun




another term for blue spruce
 .













Colorado Desert






a region in southern California and northern Baja California in Mexico. The Salton Sea, the Imperial Valley, and the city of Palm Springs are here.









Colorado Plateau






a region of arid uplands in the southwestern US; along the Colorado River in Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona; noted for its scenery.









Colorado potato beetle

 
/ˌkäləˈrädō ˈˌbēdl/





I.
 
noun




a yellow- and black-striped leaf beetle native to North America. The larvae are highly destructive to potato plants and have occurred in many countries.

[
Leptinotarsa decemlineata

 , family 
Chrysomelidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the state of Colorado
 .





Colorado Springs






a city in central Colorado, south of Denver, at the foot of the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains, home to the US Air Force Academy; pop. 380,307 (est. 2008).










Colorado spruce






noun




another term for blue spruce
 .













colorant

 
/ˈkələrənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourant






noun




a dye, pigment, or other substance that colors something.













coloration

 
/ˌkələˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a visual appearance with regard to color




•
 
some bacterial structures take on a purple coloration.










2.
 
the natural color or variegated markings of animals or plants




•
 
the red coloration of many maples.










3.
 
a scheme or method of applying color




•
 
the coloration of the drawing.










4.
 
a specified pervading character or tone of something




•
 
the productions have taken on a political coloration.










5.
 
a variety of musical or vocal expression




•
 
the subtle colorations of big-box speakers




•
 
a skillful singer can do much with coloration.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
coloratio(n-)

 , from 
colorare

 ‘to color.’





coloratura

 
/ˌkələrəˈto͝orə ˌkälərəˈto͝orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
elaborate ornamentation of a vocal melody, especially in operatic singing by a soprano.




2.
 
(also 
coloratura soprano

 )
 — a soprano skilled in coloratura.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘coloring,’ from Latin 
colorare

 ‘to color.’





color bar






noun



1.
 
a social system in which a group of people (typically nonwhite) are denied access to the same rights, opportunities, and facilities as other people (typically white) on the basis of skin color.




2.
 
a strip on printed material or a screen display showing a range of colors, used to ensure that all colors are printed or displayed correctly.













color-blind

 
/ˈkələrblīnd /

 
colorblind





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to distinguish certain colors, or (rarely in humans) any colors at all.

See protanopia
 .




2.
 
not influenced by racial prejudice




•
 
a color-blind society.














II.
 
derivatives





color-blindness

 
/ˈkələrˌblīndnəs /






noun





















colorblock

 
/ˈkələrˌbläk /

 
colorblocked /ˈkələrˌbläkt/

 , 

‹Brit.›

 colourblock
 , colourblocked






adjective




(in fashion and design) denoting or relating to an item characterized by contrasting blocks or panels of solid, typically bright color




•
 
a colorblock teal-and-yellow dress




•
 
a pair of colorblocked platform sandals




•
 
I love the colorblock trend.



















colorblocking

 
/ˈkələrˌbläkiNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourblocking






noun




(in fashion and design) the use of contrasting blocks or panels of solid, typically bright color




•
 
coral leather looked infinitely cool styled with a cobalt skirt—a modern lesson in colorblocking




•
 
from graphic prints to bold colorblocking, black and white footwear is a must-have for spring.



















color code





I.
 
noun




a system of marking things with different colors as a means of identification.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be color-coded

 )


1.
 
mark (things) with different colors as a means of identification




•
 
each unit is color-coded for clarity.










2.
 
mark different features of (something) with different colors




•
 
the map is color-coded.



















colorectal

 
/ˌkōlōˈrekt(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or affecting the colon and the rectum.














colored

 
/ˈkələrd /

 


‹Brit.›

 coloured





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or having been given a color or colors, especially as opposed to being black, white, or neutral




•
 
brightly colored birds are easier to see




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a peach-colored sofa.










2.
 
imbued with an emotive or exaggerated quality




•
 


highly colored

 examples were used by both sides.










3.
 
(also 
Colored

 )
 — wholly or partly of nonwhite descent (now considered offensive in the US).




4.
 
(also 
Coloured

 )
 — 

(S. African)

 used as an ethnic label for people of mixed ethnic origin, including African slave, Malay, Chinese, and white.




5.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 relating to people who are wholly or partly of nonwhite descent




•
 
a colored club.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Colored

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person who is wholly or partly of nonwhite descent.




2.
 
(also 
Coloured

 )
 — 

(S. African)

 a person of mixed ethnic origin speaking Afrikaans or English as their mother tongue.




3.
 
(
coloreds

 )
 — clothes, sheets, etc., that are any color but white (used especially in the context of washing and color fastness).











usage:

 
1

 
Colored

 referring to skin color is first recorded in the early 17th century and was adopted in the US by emancipated slaves as a term of racial pride after the end of the Civil War. In the US, and in Britain (as 
coloured

 ), it was the accepted term until the 1960s, when it was superseded by 
black

 . The term 
colored

 lost favor among black people during this period and is now widely regarded as offensive except in historical contexts and in particular as part of the name of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People). 
2

 In South Africa, the term 
coloured

 (also written 
Coloured

 ) has a different history. There it is used not as a synonym for 
black

 , but to refer to people of mixed-race parentage rather than to African peoples and their descendants. Under apartheid, it was imposed as an official racial designation. However, in modern use, the term is not generally considered offensive or derogatory.





colorfast

 
/ˈkələrˌfast/





I.
 
adjective




dyed in colors that will not fade or be washed out.








II.
 
derivatives





colorfastness






noun





















color-field painting

 
colorfield






noun




a style of American abstract painting prominent from the late 1940s to the 1960s that features large expanses of unmodulated color covering the greater part of the canvas. Barnett Newman and Mark Rothko were considered its chief exponents.













color filter

 
/ˈkələr ˈfiltər/






noun




a photographic filter that absorbs light of certain colors.













colorful

 
/ˈkələrfəl /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourful





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having much or varied color; bright




•
 
a colorful array of fruit.










2.
 
full of interest; lively and exciting




•
 
a controversial and colorful character




•
 
a colorful account of the meeting.










3.
 
(of a person's life or background) involving variously disreputable activities




•
 
he gained a playboy reputation during a colorful bachelorhood.










4.
 
(of language) vulgar or rude




•
 
colorful words usually impolite in public meetings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
colorfully

 
/-f(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
colorfulness






noun





















color guard






noun




a uniformed group, especially of soldiers, police officers, or school representatives, who parade or present their institution's flag (and sometimes their national flag) on ceremonial occasions.













colorific

 
/ˌkələˈrifik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 having much color




•
 
the colorific radiance of costume.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
colorifique

 or modern Latin 
colorificus

 , from Latin 
color

 ‘color.’





colorimeter

 
/ˌkələˈrimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the intensity of color.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
colorimetric

 
/ˌkələrəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
colorimetry

 
/ˌkələˈrimətrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
color

 ‘color’ + -meter
 .





coloring

 
/ˈkələriNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 colouring






noun



1.
 
the process or skill of applying a substance to something so as to change its original color.




2.
 
the process of filling in a particular shape or outline with crayons


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a coloring book.










3.
 
visual appearance with regard to color, in particular




4.
 
the arrangement of colors and markings on an animal.




5.
 
the natural hues of a person's skin, hair, and eyes




•
 
her fair coloring.










6.
 
the pervading character or tone of something




•
 
the comments give a distinctly more ideological coloring to research conclusions.










7.
 
a substance used to give a particular color to something, especially food.













colorism

 
/ˈkələrˌizəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourism






noun






(chiefly US)

 prejudice or discrimination against individuals with a dark skin tone, typically among people of the same ethnic or racial group




•
 
colorism within the black community has been a serious emotional and psychological battle.



















colorist

 
/ˈkələrəst /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourist






noun



1.
 
an artist or designer who uses color in a special or skillful way.




2.
 
a person who tints black-and-white prints, photographs, or movies.




3.
 
a hairdresser who specializes in dyeing people's hair.













coloristic

 
/ˌkələˈristik /

 


‹Brit.›

 colouristic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or relating to a special use of color




•
 
his great coloristic wallpapers.










2.
 
having or showing a variety of musical or vocal expression




•
 
the choir's coloristic resources.














II.
 
derivatives





coloristically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















colorize

 
/ˈkələˌrīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add color to (a black-and-white movie) by means of computer technology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
colorization

 
/ˌkələrəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
colorizer






noun





















colorless

 
/ˈkələrləs /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourless





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a gas or liquid) without color.




2.
 
dull or pale in hue




•
 
colorless cheeks.










3.
 
lacking distinctive character or interest; dull




•
 
the book is rather colorless, like its author.














II.
 
derivatives





colorlessly






adverb





















color line

 
//






noun




another term for color bar
 (
sense

 1).













color phase






noun




a genetic or seasonal variation in the color of the skin, pelt, or feathers of an animal.













colorpoint

 
/ˈkələrˌpoint /

 
colourpoint






noun




chiefly British term for Himalayan
 .













color reversal






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Photography]

 the process of producing a positive image directly from another positive




•
 
color reversal films.



















color scheme






noun




an arrangement or combination of colors, especially as used in interior decoration




•
 
a cool, simple color scheme.




















color separation






noun



1.
 


[Photography]

 
[Printing]

 any of three negative images of the same subject taken through green, red, and blue filters and combined to reproduce the full color of the original.




2.
 


[Photography]

 
[Printing]

 the production of color separations.













color temperature






noun






[Astronomy]

 
[Physics]

 the temperature at which a black body would emit radiation of the same color as a given object.














color therapy

 
/ˈkələr ˈTHerəpē/






noun




a system of alternative medicine based on the use of color, especially projected colored light.













color wash

 
/ˈkələr ˈˌwôSH ˈkələr ˈˌwäSH/





I.
 
noun




colored calcimine or tempera.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
paint (something) with colored calcimine or tempera.













colorway

 
/ˈkələrˌwā /

 


‹Brit.›

 colourway






noun




any of a range of combinations of colors in which a style or design is available




•
 
wallpaper books show coordinating patterns and colorways.



















color wheel






noun




a circle with different colored sectors used to show the relationship between colors.













colossal

 
/kəˈläsəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely large




•
 
a colossal amount of mail




•
 
a colossal mistake.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 (of a giant order) having more than one story of columns.




3.
 


[Sculpture]

 (of a statue) at least twice life size.








II.
 
derivatives





colossally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from 
colosse

 , from Latin 
colossus

 (see colossus
 ).






Colosseum

 
/ˌkäləˈsēəm/





I.
 
the name since medieval times of the 
Amphitheatrum Flavium

 , a vast amphitheater in Rome, begun by Vespasian 
c.

 
AD

 75. It held 50,000 spectators, its sections connected by an elaborate network of stairs, and was the scene of various kinds of combat.







– origin

 from Latin, neuter of 
colosseus

 ‘gigantic,’ from 
colossus

 (see colossus
 ).





Colossians

 
/kəˈläSH(ə)nz/






a book of the New Testament, an epistle of St. Paul to the Church at Colossae in Phrygia.










colossus

 
/kəˈläsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statue that is much bigger than life size.




2.
 
a person or thing of enormous size, importance, or ability




•
 
the Russian Empire was the colossus of European politics.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
kolossos

 (applied by Herodotus to the statues of Egyptian temples).





Colossus of Rhodes






a huge bronze statue of the sun god Helios, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Built 
c.

 292–280 
BC

 , it stood beside the harbor entrance at Rhodes for about fifty years.










colostomy

 
/kəˈlästəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surgical operation in which a piece of the colon is diverted to an artificial opening in the abdominal wall so as to bypass a damaged part of the colon.




2.
 
an opening so formed


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a colostomy bag.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from colon
 2
 + Greek 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’





colostrum

 
/kəˈlästrəm/





I.
 
noun




the first secretion from the mammary glands after giving birth, rich in antibodies.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin.





colporteur

 
/ˈkälpôrdər ˌkälpôrˈtər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a peddler of books, newspapers, and similar literature.




2.
 
someone employed by a religious society to distribute Bibles and other religious tracts.








II.
 
derivatives





colportage






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from the verb 
colporter

 , probably an alteration of 
comporter

 , from Latin 
comportare

 ‘carry with one.’





colposcope

 
/ˈkälpəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a surgical instrument used to examine the vagina and the cervix of the uterus.








II.
 
derivatives





colposcopy

 
/kälˈpäskəpē /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
kolpos

 ‘womb, uterus’ + -scope
 .





colt

 
/kōlt/





I.
 
noun




a young, uncastrated male horse, in particular one less than four years old.











– origin

 Old English; perhaps related to Swedish 
kult

 , applied to boys or half-grown animals.





Colt

 
/kōlt/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of revolver.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of the US inventor and firearms manufacturer Samuel 
Colt

 (1814–62).





Colt, Samuel

 
/kōlt/






(1814–62), US inventor. He is remembered chiefly for the revolver named after him, which he originally patented in 1836. It was adopted by the US Army in 1846. His armory at Hartford, Connecticut, advanced the manufacturing techniques of interchangeable parts and the production line.









coltan

 
/ˈkältan/





I.
 
noun




a dull metallic mineral composed of columbite and tantalite, and refined to produce tantalum.











– origin

 1990s: from 
col(umbite)

 + 
tan(talite)

 .





coltish

 
/ˈkōltiSH/





I.
 
adjective




energetic but awkward in one's movements or behavior.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coltishly






adverb













2.
 
coltishness






noun





















Colton

 
/ˈkōlt(ə)n/






a city in southwestern California, just southwest of San Bernardino; pop. 50,517 (est. 2008).









Coltrane, John

 
/ˈkōlˌtrān, kōlˈtrān/






(1926–67), US jazz saxophonist; full name 
John William Coltrane

 . He was a leading figure in avant-garde jazz, bridging the gap between the harmonically dense jazz of the 1950s and the free jazz that evolved in the 1960s.









coltsfoot

 
/ˈkōltsfo͝ot/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant of the daisy family, with yellow flowers that appear in early spring, followed by large, heart-shaped leaves. It is used in herbal medicine for the treatment of coughs and respiratory disorders.

[
Tussilago farfara

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: translating medieval Latin 
pes pulli

 ‘foal's foot,’ with reference to the shape of the leaves.





colubrid

 
/ˈkäl(y)əbrəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a snake of a very large family (
Colubridae

 ) that includes the majority of harmless species, such as grass snakes and garter snakes. The few venomous species have grooved fangs in the rear of the upper jaw.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Colubridae

 (plural), from Latin 
coluber

 ‘snake.’





colubrine

 
/ˈkäl(y)əˌbrīn/





I.
 
adjective




of or belonging to a snake; snakelike




•
 
he had played a game of subtle, colubrine misdirection.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
colubrinus

 , from 
coluber

 ‘snake.’






colugo

 
/kəˈlo͞oɡō/





I.
 
noun




another term for flying lemur
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





Columba

 
/kəˈləmbə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation (the Dove), near Canis Major. It is sometimes said to represent the dove that Noah sent out from the Ark.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Columbae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Columbae.













– origin

 Latin.





Columba, St.






(
c.

 521–597), Irish abbot and missionary. He established a monastery at Iona 
c.

 563 and converted the Picts to Christianity. Feast day, June 9.









columbarium

 
/ˌkäləmˈberēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building with niches for funeral urns to be stored.




2.
 
a niche to hold a funeral urn.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘pigeon house.’





Columbia

 
/kəˈləmbēə/





I.
 
a river in northwestern North America that rises in the Rocky Mountains of southeastern British Columbia, Canada, and flows for 1,230 miles (1,953 km), first south into the US and then west to enter the Pacific Ocean south of Seattle.




II.
 
a residential community in central Maryland, between Baltimore and Washington, DC, planned and established in the 1960s; pop. 88,254 (2000).




III.
 
a city in central Missouri, home to the University of Missouri; pop. 100,733 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
the capital of South Carolina, in the central part of the state; pop. 127,029 (est. 2008).




V.
 
a city in west central Tennessee, on the Tennessee River, southwest of Nashville; pop. 34,402 (est. 2008).









Columbia, District of






see District of Columbia
 .










columbine

 
/ˈkäləmˌbīn/





I.
 
noun




an aquilegia with long-spurred flowers.

[Genus 
Aquilegia

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, including the white-flowered 
Colorado blue columbine

 (
A. coerulea

 ) with blue sepals, and the red-flowered 
A. canadensis

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
colombine

 , from medieval Latin 
colombina (herba

 ) ‘dovelike (plant),’ from Latin 
columba

 ‘dove’ (from the supposed resemblance of the flower to a cluster of five doves).





Columbine

 
/ˈkäləmˌbīn/





I.
 
a character in Italian 
commedia dell'arte

 , the mistress of Harlequin.







– origin

 from French 
Colombine

 , from Italian 
Colombina

 , feminine of 
colombino

 ‘dovelike,’ from 
colombo

 ‘dove.’





columbite

 
/ˈkäləmˌbīt/





I.
 
noun




a black mineral, typically occurring as dense, tabular crystals, consisting of an oxide of iron, manganese, niobium, and tantalum. It is the chief ore of niobium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from columbium
 + -ite
 1
 .






columbium

 
/kəˈləmbēəm/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for niobium
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Columbia

 , a poetic name for America from the name of Christopher 
Columbus

 (see Columbus, Christopher
 ).





Columbus

 
/kəˈləmbəs/





I.
 
an industrial city in western Georgia, on the Chattahoochee River, noted as a textile center; pop. 186,984 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in south central Indiana; pop. 40,001 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in eastern Mississippi, on the Tombigbee River; pop. 23,798 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
a city in eastern Nebraska, southwest of Lincoln, where the Loup and Platte rivers meet; pop: 21,595 (est. 2008).




V.
 
the capital of Ohio, in the central part of the state; pop. 754,885 (est. 2008).










Columbus, Christopher






(1451–1506), Spanish explorer; born in Italy; Italian name 
Cristoforo Colombo

 ; Spanish name 
Cristóbal Colón

 . Columbus persuaded the Spanish monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, to sponsor an expedition to sail across the Atlantic in search of Asia and to prove that the world was round. In 1492, he set sail with three small ships (the 
Niña

 , the 
Pinta

 , the 
Santa Maria

 ) and discovered the New World (in fact, various Caribbean islands). He made three further voyages between 1493 and 1504, landing on the South American mainland in 1498.









Columbus Day






noun




a legal holiday commemorating the discovery of the New World by Christopher Columbus in 1492. It is observed by most states on the second Monday of October.













columella

 
/ˌkäl(y)əˈmelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 an ossicle of the middle ear of birds, reptiles, and amphibians.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the pillar around which the cochlea spirals.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the axis of a spiral shell.




4.
 


[Botany]

 the axis of the spore-producing body of some lower plants.








II.
 
derivatives





columellar

 
/-ˈmelər /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin,‘small column.’





column

 
/ˈkäləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an upright pillar, typically cylindrical and made of stone or concrete, supporting an entablature, arch, or other structure or standing alone as a monument.




2.
 
a vertical, roughly cylindrical thing




•
 
a great column of smoke.










3.
 
an upright shaft forming part of a machine and typically used for controlling it




•
 
a Spitfire control column.










4.
 
a vertical division of a page or text.




5.
 
a vertical arrangement of figures or other information.




6.
 
a section of a newspaper or magazine regularly devoted to a particular subject or written by a particular person.




7.
 
one or more lines of people or vehicles moving in the same direction




•
 
a column of tanks moved northwest




•
 
we walked in a column.










8.
 


[Military]

 a narrow-fronted deep formation of troops in successive lines.




9.
 
a military force or convoy of ships.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
columnar

 
/kəˈləmnər /






adjective













2.
 
columned

 
/ˈkäləmd /






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a four-columned portico

























– origin

 late Middle English: partly from Old French 
columpne

 , reinforced by its source, Latin 
columna

 ‘pillar.’





columnated

 
/ˈkäləmˌnādəd/






adjective






[Architecture]

 supported on or having columns




•
 
a columnated church interior.



















columniation

 
/kəˌləmnēˈāSHən/






noun






[Architecture]

 the use or arrangement of columns.













column inch

 
/ˈkäləm ˌinCH/






noun




a one-inch length of a column in a newspaper or magazine.













columnist

 
/ˈkäləmnəst ˈkäləməst/






noun




a journalist contributing regularly to a newspaper or magazine.













colure

 
/kəˈlo͝or/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 either of two great circles intersecting at right angles at the celestial poles and passing through the ecliptic at either the equinoxes or the solstices.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
coluri

 (plural), from Greek 
kolourai (grammai

 ) ‘truncated (lines),’ from 
kolouros

 ‘truncated,’ so named because the lower part is permanently cut off from view.





coly

 
/ˈkōlē/





I.
 
noun




another term for mousebird
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Colius

 , from Greek 
kolios

 , denoting a type of woodpecker.






colza

 
/ˈkälzə ˈkōlzə/





I.
 
noun




another term for rape
 2
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Walloon French 
kolza

 , from Low German 
kōlsāt

 , Dutch 
koolzaad

 , from 
kool

 ‘cole’ + 
zaad

 ‘seed.’





COM

 
/käm/






abbreviation



1.
 
computer output on microfilm or microfiche.




2.
 
(also 
Com.

 )
 — Commodore.














com-

 
co-
 , col-
 , con-
 , cor-





I.
 
prefix




with; together; jointly; altogether




•
 
combine




•
 
command




•
 
collude.

















– origin

 from Latin 
cum

 ‘with.’ / 
usage:

 
Com-

 is used before 
b

 , 
m

 , 
p

 , also occasionally before vowels and 
f

 . The following variant forms occur: 
co-

 esp. before vowels, 
h

 , and 
gn

 ; 
col-

 before 
l

 ; 
cor-

 before 
r

 ; and 
con-

 before other consonants.





coma1


 
/ˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun




a state of deep unconsciousness that lasts for a prolonged or indefinite period, caused especially by severe injury or illness




•
 
a road crash left him in a coma




•
 


‹figurative›

 a victim of a legislative coma.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kōma

 ‘deep sleep’; related to 
koitē

 ‘bed’ and 
keisthai

 ‘lie down.’





coma2


 
/ˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a diffuse cloud of gas and dust surrounding the nucleus of a comet.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Optics]

 aberration that causes the image of an off-axis point to be flared like a comet.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a botanical term): via Latin from Greek 
komē

 ‘hair of the head.’





Coma Berenices

 
/ˌkōmə ˌberəˈnīsēz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous northern constellation (Berenice's Hair), said to represent the tresses of Queen Berenice. It contains a large number of galaxies.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Comae Berenices

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Comae Berenices.













– origin

 Latin.





Comanche

 
/kəˈman(t)SHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the southwestern US. The Comanche were among the first to acquire horses (from the Spanish) and resisted white settlers fiercely.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Comanche.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Comanche or their language.











– origin

 Spanish, from Ute 
kɨmmanči

 ‘strangers.’





Comaneci, Nadia

 
/ˌkōməˈnēCH, -ˈnāCH/






(1961–), Romanian gymnast; immigrated to the US in 1989. In 1976, she became the first Olympic gymnast to be awarded the maximum score of 10.00.









comatose

 
/ˈkōməˌtōs ˈkäməˌtōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or in a state of deep unconsciousness for a prolonged or indefinite period, especially as a result of severe injury or illness




•
 
she had been comatose for seven months




•
 
lying in a comatose state.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 (of a person or thing) extremely exhausted, lethargic, or sleepy




•
 
the economy remains almost comatose.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
kōma

 , 
kōmat-

 ‘deep sleep’ + -ose
 1
 .






comb

 
/kōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of plastic, metal, or wood with a row of narrow teeth, used for untangling or arranging the hair.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of untangling or arranging the hair with a comb




•
 
she gave her hair a comb.










3.
 
a short curved type of comb, worn by women to hold hair in place or as an ornament.




4.
 
something resembling a comb in function or structure, in particular




5.
 
a device for separating and dressing textile fibers.




6.
 
a row of brass points for collecting the electricity in an electrostatic generator.




7.
 
the red fleshy crest on the head of a domestic fowl, especially a rooster.




8.
 
short for honeycomb
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
untangle or arrange (the hair) by drawing a comb through it


(as 
adj.

 
combed

 )


•
 
neatly combed hair.










2.
 
(
comb something out

 )
 — remove something from the hair by drawing a comb through it




•
 
she combed the burrs out of the dog's coat.










3.
 
prepare (wool, flax, or cotton) for manufacture with a comb


(as 
adj.

 
combed

 )


•
 
the socks are made of soft combed cotton.










4.
 
search carefully and systematically




•
 
police combed the area for the murder weapon




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his mother 
combed through

 the cardboard boxes.














III.
 
derivatives





comblike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
camb

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kam

 and German 
Kamm

 .






combat





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämˌbat /



1.
 
fighting between armed forces




•
 
men killed 
in combat






•
 
pilots re-enacted the aerial combats of yesteryear




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a combat zone.










2.
 
nonviolent conflict or opposition




•
 
intellectual combat.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/kəmˈbat ˈkämˌbat /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take action to reduce, destroy, or prevent (something undesirable)




•
 
an effort to combat drug trafficking.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 engage in a fight with; oppose in battle.


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
your men combated against the first of ours.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a fight between two persons or parties): from French 
combattre

 (verb), from late Latin 
combattere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
battere

 , variant of Latin 
batuere

 ‘to fight.’





combatant

 
/kəmˈbatnt ˈkämbədənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or nation engaged in fighting during a war.




2.
 
a person engaged in conflict or competition with another.








II.
 
adjective




engaged in fighting during a war




•
 
all the combatant armies went to war with machine guns.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective used in heraldry to describe two lions facing one another with raised forepaws): from Old French, present participle of 
combatre

 ‘to fight’ (see combat
 ).





combat boots






plural noun




boots of a type worn by soldiers in combat, typically black with laces and thick rubber soles.














combat fatigue






noun



1.
 
psychological disturbance caused by prolonged exposure to active warfare, especially being under bombardment.




2.
 
(
combat fatigues

 )
 — a uniform of a type to be worn into combat.













combative

 
/kəmˈbadiv/





I.
 
adjective




ready or eager to fight; pugnacious




•
 
he made some enemies with his combative style.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
combatively

 
/kəmˈbadivlē /






adverb













2.
 
combativeness

 
/kəmˈbadivnəs /






noun





















combat jacket






noun




a jacket of a type worn by soldiers in combat, typically having a camouflage pattern.













comb-back

 
/ˈkōmˌbak/






noun




a high-backed Windsor chair with a straight top rail


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a comb-back rocker.




















combe

 
/ko͞om kōm /

 
coomb
 , coombe





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a short valley or hollow on a hillside or coastline.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Geology]

 a dry valley in a limestone or chalk escarpment.











– origin

 Old English 
cumb

 , occurring in charters in the names of places in southern England, many of which survive; of Celtic origin, related to cwm
 . The current general use dates from the late 16th cent.





comber

 
/ˈkōmər/






noun



1.
 
a long curling sea wave.




2.
 
a person or machine that separates and straightens the fibers of cotton or wool.













combfish

 
/ˈkōmfiSH/






noun




a fish of the northeastern Pacific, with small rough scales and long spines in the comblike dorsal fin.

[Family 
Zaniolepididae

 and genus 
Zaniolepis

 : several species.]














combination

 
/ˌkämbəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a joining or merging of different parts or qualities in which the component elements are individually distinct




•
 
a combination of blackberries, raspberries, and rhubarb




•
 
this color combination is stunningly effective.










2.
 
the process of combining different parts or qualities or the state of being combined




•
 
these four factors work together 
in combination

 .










3.
 
an arrangement of elements




•
 
the canvases may be arranged in any number of combinations.










4.
 
(in various sports and games) a coordinated and effective sequence of moves




•
 
a good uppercut/hook combination.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — uniting different uses, functions, or ingredients




•
 
a combination garment bag and backpack.










6.
 


[Chemistry]

 the joining of substances in a compound with new properties.




7.
 
a sequence of numbers or letters used to open a combination lock


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a combination briefcase.










8.
 


[Mathematics]

 a selection of a given number of elements from a larger number without regard to their arrangement.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
combinational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
combinative

 
/ˈkämbəˌnādiv kəmˈbīnədiv /






adjective













3.
 
combinatorial

 
/ˌkämb(ə)nəˈtôrēəl /






adjective




(
 — 

[Mathematics]















4.
 
combinatorially






adverb




(
 — 

[Mathematics]















5.
 
combinatory

 
/kəmˈbīnəˌtôre, ˈkämbənə- /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
combinatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
combinare

 ‘join two by two’ (see combine
 1
 ).






combinational circuit






noun






[Electronics]

 a circuit whose output depends only on the state of its inputs.

Compare with sequential circuit
 .













combination lock

 
/ˌkämbəˈnāSHən läk/






noun




a lock that is opened by rotating a dial or set of dials, marked with letters or numbers, through a specific sequence.













combination oven






noun




an oven operating by both conventional heating and microwaves.













combination therapy






noun




treatment in which a patient is given two or more drugs (or other therapeutic agents) for a single disease.













combinatorics

 
/ˌkämbənəˈtôriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of mathematics dealing with combinations of objects belonging to a finite set in accordance with certain constraints, such as those of graph theory.











– origin

 1940s: from 
combinatorial

 (see combination
 ), influenced by German 
Kombinatorik

 .






combine1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/kəmˈbīn /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unite; merge




•
 
the band combines a variety of musical influences




•
 


combine

 the flour 
with

 the margarine and salt




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
high tides and winds combined to bring chaos to the East Coast.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 unite to form a compound




•
 
oxygen and hydrogen do not combine at room temperatures.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — unite for a common purpose




•
 
groups of teachers combined to tackle a variety of problems.










4.
 
engage in simultaneously




•
 
combine shopping and sightseeing.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämˌbīn /



1.
 
a group of people or companies acting together for a commercial purpose




•
 
a powerful industrial combine.














III.
 
derivatives





combinable

 
/kəmˈbīnəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
combiner

 or late Latin 
combinare

 ‘join two by two,’ from 
com-

 ‘together’ + Latin 
bini

 ‘two together.’





combine2


 
/ˈkämˌbīn/





I.
 
noun




an agricultural machine that cuts, threshes, and cleans a grain crop in one operation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
harvest (a crop) by means of a combine.













combiner1


 
/kəmˈbīnər/






noun



1.
 
any of various electronic devices that combine signals, in particular




2.
 
a device that couples different frequencies to a single antenna.




3.
 
a component of a cipher that combines two data sources to encrypt text.




4.
 
an electrical transformer comprising several smaller ones.













combiner2


 
/ˈkämˌbīnər/






noun




an operator of a combine harvester.













combings

 
/ˈkōmiNGz/






plural noun




hairs or other material removed with a comb.














combing wool






noun




long-stapled wool with straight, parallel fibers, suitable for combing and making into high-quality fabrics, in particular worsted.

Compare with carding wool
 .













combining form

 
/kəmˈbīniNG ˌfôrm/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a linguistic element used in combination with another element to form a word (e.g., 
Anglo-

 ‘English’ in 
Anglo-American

 , 
bio-

 ‘life’ in 
biology

 , 
-graphy

 ‘writing’ in 
biography

 ).











usage:

 In this dictionary, 
combining form

 is used to denote an element that contributes to the particular sense of words (as with 
bio-

 and 
-graphy

 in 
biography

 ), as distinct from a prefix or suffix that adjusts the sense of or determines the function of words (as with 
un-

 , 
-able

 , and 
-ation

 ).





comb jelly






noun




a marine animal with a jellyfishlike body bearing rows of fused cilia for propulsion. They are typically small planktonic animals and are noted for their luminescence.

[Phylum 
Ctenophora

 : two classes.]













combo

 
/ˈkämbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a small jazz, rock, or pop band.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a combination, typically of different foods


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the combo platter.

















– origin

 1920s (originally US): abbreviation of combination
 + -o
 .





combo box






noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 a type of dialogue box containing a combination of controls, such as sliders, text boxes, and drop-down lists.













combo drive






noun






[Computing]

 an optical disk drive that can read and record CDs and can also read DVDs.













combover

 
/ˈkōmˌōvər/






noun




hair that is combed over a bald spot in an attempt to cover it.













combust

 
/kəmˈbəst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consume by fire.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be consumed by fire.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from obsolete 
combust

 ‘burned, calcined,’ from Latin 
combustus

 , past participle of 
comburere

 ‘burn up.’






combustible

 
/kəmˈbəstəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to catch fire and burn easily




•
 
highly combustible paint thinner.










2.
 
excitable; easily annoyed




•
 
two combustible personalities.














II.
 
noun




a combustible substance.








III.
 
derivatives





combustibility

 
/kəmˌbəstəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French, from late Latin 
combustibilis

 , from Latin 
combust-

 ‘burned up,’ from the verb 
comburere

 .





combustion

 
/kəmˈbəsCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of burning something




•
 
the combustion of fossil fuels.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 rapid chemical combination of a substance with oxygen, involving the production of heat and light.








II.
 
derivatives





combustive

 
/-ˈbəstiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
combustio(n-)

 , from Latin 
comburere

 ‘burn up.’





combustion chamber






noun




an enclosed space in which combustion takes place, especially in an engine or furnace.













Comdr.






abbreviation




commander.














come

 
/kəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or travel toward or into a place thought of as near or familiar to the speaker




•
 
Jessica came into the kitchen




•
 
they came here as immigrants




•
 
he came rushing out.










2.
 
arrive at a specified place




•
 
we walked along till we 
came to

 a stream




•
 
it was very late when she 
came back






•
 
my trunk hasn't come yet.










3.
 
(of a thing) reach or extend to a specified point




•
 
women in slim dresses that came all the way to their shoes




•
 
the path comes straight down.










4.
 
(
be coming

 )
 — approach




•
 
someone was coming




•
 
she heard the train coming.










5.
 
travel in order to be with a specified person, to do a specified thing, or to be present at an event




•
 
the police came




•
 


come and

 live with me




•
 
the electrician came to fix the stove




•
 


‹figurative›

 we have certainly come a long way since Aristotle.










6.
 
join someone in participating in a specified activity or course of action




•
 
do you want to come fishing tomorrow?










7.
 
(
come along/on

 )
 — make progress; develop




•
 
he's coming along nicely




•
 
she asked them how their garden was coming on.










8.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (also 
come, come!

 )
 — said to someone when correcting, reassuring, or urging them on




•
 
“Come, come, child, no need to thank me.”










9.
 
occur; happen; take place




•
 
twilight had not yet come




•
 
waiting for a crash that never came




•
 
a chance like this doesn't 
come along

 every day.










10.
 
be heard, perceived, or experienced




•
 
a voice came from the kitchen




•
 
“No,” came the reply




•
 
it 
came as

 a great shock.










11.
 
(of a quality) become apparent or noticeable through actions or performance




•
 
as an actor your style and personality must 
come through

 .










12.
 
(
come across

 or 
off

 
over

 )
 — (of a person) appear or sound in a specified way; give a specified impression




•
 
he'd always 
come across as

 a decent guy.










13.
 
(of a thought or memory) enter one's mind




•
 
the basic idea 
came to

 me while reading an article




•
 
a passage from a novel 
came back to

 Adam.










14.
 
take or occupy a specified position in space, order, or priority




•
 
prisons come far down the list of priorities




•
 
I make sure my kids come first.










15.
 
achieve a specified place in a race or contest




•
 
she came second among sixty contestants.










16.
 
pass into a specified state, especially one of separation or disunion




•
 
his shirt had come undone.










17.
 
(
come to/into

 )
 — reach or be brought to a specified situation or result




•
 
you will come to no harm




•
 
staff who come into contact with the public.










18.
 
reach eventually a certain condition or state of mind




•
 
he had come to realize she was no puppet.










19.
 
be sold, available, or found in a specified form




•
 
the cars 
come with

 a variety of extras




•
 
they 
come in

 three sizes.










20.
 


‹informal›

 have an orgasm.








II.
 
preposition






‹informal›

 when a specified time is reached or event happens




•
 
I don't think that they'll be far away from honors come the new season.














III.
 
noun






‹informal›

 semen ejaculated at orgasm.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as —— as they come






used to describe someone or something that is a supreme example of the quality specified




•
 
Smith is as tough as they come.















2.
 
come again?








‹informal›

 used to ask someone to repeat or explain something they have said.









3.
 
come and go





a.
 
arrive and then depart again; move around freely.




b.
 
exist or be present for a limited time; be transitory




•
 
health fads come and go.















4.
 
come from behind






win after lagging.









5.
 
come off it






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 said when vigorously expressing disbelief.









6.
 
come to nothing






have no significant or successful result in the end.









7.
 
come to pass








‹chiefly literary›

 happen; occur




•
 
it 
came to pass that

 she had two sons.















8.
 
come to rest






eventually cease moving.









9.
 
come to that (or if it comes to that)








‹informal›

 in fact (said to introduce an additional point)




•
 
there isn't a clock on the mantelpiece—come to that, there isn't a mantelpiece!















10.
 
come to think of it






on reflection (said when an idea or point occurs to one while one is speaking).









11.
 
come what may






no matter what happens.









12.
 
have it coming (to one)








‹informal›

 be due for retribution on account of something bad that one has done




•
 
his uppity sister-in-law had it coming to her.















13.
 
how come?








‹informal›

 said when asking how or why something happened or is the case




•
 
how come you never married, Jimmy?















14.
 
to come






(following a noun) in the future




•
 
films that would inspire generations to come




•
 
in years to come.















15.
 
where someone is coming from








‹informal›

 someone's meaning, motivation, or personality.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
come about





a.
 
happen; take place




•
 
the relative speed with which emancipation came about.










b.
 
(of a ship) change direction.









2.
 
come across





a.
 
meet or find by chance




•
 
I came across these old photos recently.










b.
 


‹informal›

 hand over or provide what is wanted




•
 
she has 
come across with

 some details.










c.
 
(of a woman) agree to have sexual intercourse with a man.









3.
 
come after






pursue or hunt down (someone).









4.
 
come along






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — said when encouraging someone or telling them to hurry up.









5.
 round) ">
come around ( round)





a.
 
recover consciousness




•
 
I'd just come around from a drunken stupor.










b.
 
be converted to another person's opinion




•
 
I came around to her point of view.










c.
 
(of a date or regular occurrence) recur; be imminent again




•
 
Friday had come around so quickly.















6.
 
come at






launch oneself at (someone); attack.









7.
 
come away






be left with a specified feeling, impression, or result after doing something




•
 
she came away feeling upset.















8.
 
come back





a.
 
(in sports) recover from a deficit




•
 
the Mets 
came back from

 a 3–0 deficit.










b.
 
reply or respond to someone, especially vigorously




•
 
he 
came back at

 Judy with a vengeance.















9.
 
come before






be dealt with by (a judge or court)




•
 
it is the most controversial issue to come before the Supreme Court.















10.
 
come between






interfere with or disturb the relationship of (two people)




•
 
I let my stupid pride come between us.















11.
 
come by





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 call casually and briefly as a visitor




•
 
his friends came by




•
 
she came by the house.










b.
 
manage to acquire or obtain (something).









12.
 
come down





a.
 
(of a building or other structure) collapse or be demolished.




b.
 
(of an aircraft) crash or crash-land.




c.
 
be handed down by tradition or inheritance




•
 
the name has 
come down from

 the last century.










d.
 
reach a decision or recommendation in favor of one side or another




•
 
advisers and inspectors came down on our side.










e.
 


(Brit.)

 leave a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge, after finishing one's studies.




f.
 


‹informal›

 experience the lessening of an excited or euphoric feeling, especially one produced by a narcotic drug.









13.
 
come down on






criticize or punish (someone) harshly




•
 
she came down on me like a ton of bricks.















14.
 
come down to






(of a situation or outcome) be dependent on (a specified factor)




•
 
it came down to her word against Guy's.















15.
 
come down with






begin to suffer from (a specified illness)




•
 
I came down with influenza.















16.
 
come for






(of police or other officials) arrive to arrest or detain (someone).









17.
 
come forward






volunteer oneself for a task or post or to give evidence about a crime.









18.
 
come from





a.
 
originate in; have as its source




•
 
the word caviar comes from the Italian 
caviale

 .










b.
 
be the result of




•
 
a dignity that comes from being in control.










c.
 
have as one's place of birth or residence




•
 
I come from the Bronx.










d.
 
be descended from




•
 
he comes from a family of artists.















19.
 
come in





a.
 
join or become involved in an enterprise




•
 
that's where Jack comes in




•
 
I agreed to 
come in on

 the project.










b.
 
have a useful role or function




•
 
this is where grammar comes in.










c.
 
prove to have a specified good quality




•
 
the money came in handy for treating his cronies at the tavern.










d.
 
finish a race in a specified position




•
 
the favorite came in first.










e.
 
(of money) be earned or received regularly.




f.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — begin speaking or make contact, especially in radio communication




•
 
come in, London.










g.
 
(of a tide) rise; flow.









20.
 
come in for






receive or be the object of (a reaction), typically a negative one




•
 
he has come in for a lot of criticism.















21.
 
come into






suddenly receive (money or property), especially by inheriting it.









22.
 
come of





a.
 
result from




•
 
no good will come of it.










b.
 
be descended from




•
 
she came of Neapolitan stock.















23.
 
come off





a.
 
(of an action) succeed; be accomplished.




b.
 
fare in a specified way in a contest




•
 
Jeff always came off worse in an argument.










c.
 
become detached or be detachable from something.









24.
 
come on





a.
 
(of a state or condition) start to arrive or happen




•
 
she felt a mild case of the sniffles coming on




•
 
it was coming on to rain.










b.
 
(also 
come upon

 )
 — meet or find by chance.




c.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — said when encouraging someone to do something or to hurry up or when one feels that someone is wrong or foolish




•
 
Come on! We must hurry!










d.
 
said or shouted to express support, for example for a sports team.









25.
 
come on to








‹informal›

 make sexual advances toward.









26.
 
come out





a.
 
(of a fact) emerge; become known




•
 
it 
came out that

 the accused had illegally registered to vote.










b.
 
happen as a result




•
 
something good can 
come out of

 something that went wrong.










c.
 
(of a photograph) be produced satisfactorily or in a specified way




•
 
I hope my photographs come out all right.










d.
 
(of the result of a calculation or measurement) emerge at a specified figure




•
 
rough cider usually 
comes out at

 about eight percent alcohol.










e.
 
(of a book or other work) appear; be released or published.




f.
 
declare oneself as being for or against something




•
 
residents have 
come out against

 the proposals.










g.
 
achieve a specified placing in an examination or contest




•
 
he deservedly came out the winner on points




•
 
she came out victorious.










h.
 
acquit oneself in a specified way




•
 
surprisingly, it's Penn who comes out best.










i.
 
(of a stain) be removed or able to be removed.




j.
 


‹informal›

 openly declare that one is homosexual.

[from the phrase 
come out of the closet

 (see closet
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)).]




k.
 


‹dated›

 (of a young upper-class woman) make one's debut in society.









27.
 
come out in








(Brit.)

 (of a person's skin) break out in (pimples or a similar condition).









28.
 
come out with






say (something) in a sudden, rude, or incautious way.









29.
 
come over





a.
 
(of a feeling or manner) begin to affect (someone).




b.
 
change to another side or point of view.









30.
 
come round






see come around
 .









31.
 
come through





a.
 
succeed in surviving or dealing with (an illness or ordeal)




•
 
she's come through the operation very well.










b.
 
(of a message) be sent and received.




c.
 
(of an official decree) be processed and notified.









32.
 
come to





a.
 
(also 
come to oneself

 )
 — recover consciousness.




b.
 
(of an expense) reach in total; amount to




•
 
he hasn't the least idea of how much it will come to.










c.
 
(of a ship) come to a stop.









33.
 
come under





a.
 
be classified as or among




•
 
they all come under the general heading of opinion polls.










b.
 
be subject to (an influence or authority).




c.
 
be subjected to (pressure or aggression)




•
 
his vehicle came under mortar fire.















34.
 
come up





a.
 
(of an issue, situation, or problem) occur or present itself, especially unexpectedly.




b.
 
(of a specified time or event) approach or draw near




•
 
she's got exams coming up.










c.
 
(of a legal case) reach the time when it is scheduled to be dealt with.




d.
 


(Brit.)

 begin one's studies at a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge.









35.
 
come up against






be faced with or opposed by (something such as an enemy or problem).









36.
 
come up with






produce (something), especially when pressured or challenged.









37.
 
come upon





a.
 
attack by surprise.




b.
 
see come on
 (
sense

 2).















– origin

 Old English 
cuman

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
komen

 and German 
kommen

 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
come

 followed by 
and

 , as in 
come and

 see for yourself, dates back to Old English, but is seen by some as incorrect or only suitable for informal English. For more details, see usage at and
 .





come-along

 
/ˈkəməˌlôNG/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a hand-operated winch.













comeback

 
/ˈkəmˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a return by a well-known person, especially an entertainer or sports player, to the activity in which they have formerly been successful




•
 
the heavyweight champion is set to 
make his comeback






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his career died after a couple of comeback attempts.










2.
 
a return to fashion of an item, activity, or style




•
 
stirrup pants have 
made a

 
comeback

 .










3.
 


‹informal›

 a quick reply to a critical remark.




4.
 
the opportunity to seek redress




•
 
there's no comeback if he messes up your case.




















Comecon

 
/ˈkäməˌkän/





I.
 
an economic association of eastern European countries founded in 1949 and analogous to the European Economic Community. With the collapse of communism in eastern Europe, the association was dissolved in 1991.







– origin

 contraction of Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
 .






comedian

 
/kəˈmēdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an entertainer whose act is designed to make an audience laugh.




2.
 


‹often ironic›

 an amusing or entertaining person.




3.
 
a comic actor.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a comic playwright): from French 
comédien

 , from Old French 
comedie

 (see comedy
 ). The sense ‘entertainer’ dates from the late 19th cent.





comedic

 
/kəˈmēdik/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of comedy; comic




•
 
the man is a comedic genius




•
 
with perfect comedic timing, he delivers the punch line.



















Comédie-Française

 
/ˌkômədēfränˈsez/






the French national theater (used for both comedy and tragedy), in Paris, founded in 1680 by Louis XIV.









comedienne

 
/kəˌmēdēˈen/





I.
 
noun




a female comedian.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
comédienne

 , feminine of 
comédien

 (see comedian
 ).





comedo

 
/ˈkäməˌdō/





I.
 
noun




technical term for blackhead
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘glutton,’ from 
comedere

 ‘eat up,’ from 
com-

 ‘altogether’ + 
edere

 ‘eat.’ Used formerly as a name for parasitic worms, the term here alludes to the wormlike matter that can be squeezed from a blackhead.





comedogenic

 
/ˌkämədōˈjenik/






adjective




tending to cause blackheads by blocking the pores of the skin.













comedown

 
/ˈkəmˌdoun/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a loss of status or importance




•
 
patrol duty? A 
comedown for

 a sergeant.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a feeling of disappointment or depression




•
 
it's such a comedown after Christmas is over.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a lessening of the sensations generated by a narcotic drug as its effects wear off.














comedy

 
/ˈkämədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
professional entertainment consisting of jokes and satirical sketches, intended to make an audience laugh.




2.
 
a movie, play, or broadcast program intended to make an audience laugh




•
 
a rollicking new comedy.










3.
 
the style or genre represented by comedy films, plays, and broadcast programs.




4.
 
the humorous or amusing aspects of something




•
 
advertising people see the comedy in their work.










5.
 
a play characterized by its humorous or satirical tone and its depiction of amusing people or incidents, in which the characters ultimately triumph over adversity




•
 
Shakespeare's comedies.










6.
 
the dramatic genre represented by comedies




•
 
satiric comedy.







Compare with tragedy
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
phrases





comedy of errors






a situation made amusing by bungling and incompetence




•
 
the comedy of errors that is Medicare's physician payment schedule.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a genre of drama, also denoting a narrative poem with a happy ending, as in Dante's 
Divine Comedy

 ): from Old French 
comedie

 , via Latin from Greek 
kōmōidia

 , from 
kōmōidos

 ‘comic poet,’ from 
kōmos

 ‘revel’ + 
aoidos

 ‘singer.’





comedy club






noun




a venue where comedians give stand-up performances in front of an audience




•
 
she'd done a few amateur-night gigs at some local comedy clubs.



















comedy of manners






noun




a comedy that satirizes behavior in a particular social group, especially the upper classes.













come-hither

 
/ˌkəm ˈhiT͟Hər /

 

‹informal, dated›







adjective




flirtatious; sexually inviting




•
 
nymphs with come-hither looks.



















comely

 
/ˈkəmlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(typically of a woman) pleasant to look at; attractive.




2.
 
agreeable; suitable.








II.
 
derivatives





comeliness

 
/ˈkəmlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably shortened from 
becomely

 ‘fitting, becoming,’ from become
 .





come-on

 
/ˈkəm ˌän/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a gesture or remark that is intended to attract someone sexually




•
 
she was 
giving

 me 
the come-on

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 a marketing ploy, such as a free or cheap offer


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
introductory come-on rates.



















come-outer

 
/ˌkəmˈoudər/






noun






(US)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a person who dissociates himself or herself from an organization.













comer

 
/ˈkəmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who arrives somewhere




•
 
feeding every comer is still a sacred duty.







See also all comers
 at all
 ; latecomer
 ; newcomer
 .




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing likely to succeed




•
 
many in the party see tax relief as a comer.



















comestible

 
/kəˈmestəbəl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
comestibles

 )


1.
 
an item of food




•
 
a fridge groaning with comestibles.














II.
 
adjective




edible




•
 
comestible plants.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
comestibilis

 , from Latin 
comest-

 ‘eaten up,’ from the verb 
comedere

 , from 
com-

 ‘altogether’ + 
edere

 ‘eat.’





comet

 
/ˈkämət/





I.
 
noun




a celestial object consisting of a nucleus of ice and dust and, when near the sun, a “tail” of gas and dust particles pointing away from the sun.

Originating in the remotest regions of the solar system, most comets follow regular eccentric orbits and appear in the inner solar system as periodic comets, some of which break up and can be the origin of annual meteor showers. They were formerly considered to be supernatural omens.








II.
 
derivatives





cometary

 
/ˈkäməˌterē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English, from Latin 
cometa

 , from Greek 
komētēs

 ‘long-haired (star),’ from 
komē

 ‘hair’; reinforced by Old French 
comete

 .





comeuppance

 
/ˌkəmˈəpəns/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a punishment or fate that someone deserves




•
 
he 
got his comeuppance

 .



















comfit

 
/ˈkəmfət ˈkämfət/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a candy consisting of a nut, seed, or other center coated in sugar.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
confit

 , from Latin 
confectum

 ‘something prepared,’ neuter past participle of 
conficere

 ‘put together’ (see confect
 ).






comfort

 
/ˈkəmfərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or constraint




•
 
room for four people to travel in comfort.










2.
 
(
comforts

 )
 — things that contribute to physical ease and well-being




•
 
the low upholstered chair was one of the room's few comforts.










3.
 
prosperity and the pleasant lifestyle secured by it




•
 
my father left us enough to live in comfort.










4.
 
the easing or alleviation of a person's feelings of grief or distress




•
 
a few words of comfort




•
 
they should 
take comfort

 that help is available.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that helps to alleviate a difficult situation




•
 
his friendship was a great comfort.










6.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 a warm quilt.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ease the grief or distress of; console




•
 
she broke down in tears and her friend tried to comfort her.










2.
 
improve the mood of or restore a sense of well-being to




•
 
he dined outdoors, comforted by the crackling sounds of the fire.














III.
 
phrases





too — for comfort






causing physical or mental unease by an excess of the specified quality




•
 
it can be too hot for comfort in July and August.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun, in the senses ‘strengthening, support, consolation’; as a verb, in the senses ‘strengthen, give support, console’): from Old French 
confort

 (noun), 
conforter

 (verb), from late Latin 
confortare

 ‘strengthen,’ from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + Latin 
fortis

 ‘strong.’ The sense ‘something producing physical ease’ arose in the mid 17th cent.





comfortable

 
/ˈkəmfərdəb(ə)l ˈkəmftərbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of clothes or furnishings) providing physical ease and relaxation




•
 
invitingly comfortable beds.










2.
 
(of a person) physically relaxed and free from constraint




•
 
he would not be comfortable in any other clothes.










3.
 
not in pain (used especially of a hospital patient).




4.
 
free from stress or fear




•
 
they appear very comfortable in each other's company




•
 
few of us are 
comfortable with

 confrontations.










5.
 
free from financial worry; having an adequate standard of living.




6.
 
as large as is needed or wanted




•
 
a comfortable income.










7.
 
with a wide margin




•
 
a comfortable victory.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 a warm quilt.








III.
 
derivatives





comfortableness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasant, pleasing’): from Anglo-Norman French 
confortable

 , from 
conforter

 ‘to comfort’ (see comfort
 ).





comfortably

 
/ˈkəmftərblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a physically relaxed way that is free from constraint




•
 
he lounges comfortably in an armchair.










2.
 
in a way that is free from stress or tension




•
 
a group of old friends getting together and chatting comfortably.










3.
 
in a way that is free from financial worry




•
 
she seems comfortably well-off.










4.
 
in a way that gives as much space as is needed or wanted




•
 
their furnishings fit comfortably inside it.










5.
 
with a wide margin




•
 
they went on to win comfortably in the end.



















comfort blanket






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for security blanket
 (
sense

 1):




•
 
it was just as well that 16-month-old Madison had her comfort blanket with her yesterday




•
 
leaving the comfort blanket of a regular salary after 20 years is a bit overwhelming.



















comfort eating

 
/ˈkəmfərt ētiNG/






noun




eating to make oneself feel happier, rather than to satisfy hunger.













comforter

 
/ˈkəmfərdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a warm quilt.




2.
 
a person or thing that provides consolation.




3.
 
(
Comforter

 )
 — the Holy Spirit.




4.
 


‹dated›

 a woolen scarf.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
comforteor

 , from 
conforter

 ‘to comfort’ (see comfort
 ).





comfort food

 
/ˈkəmfərt fo͞od/






noun




food that provides consolation or a feeling of well-being, typically any with a high sugar or other carbohydrate content and associated with childhood or home cooking.













comforting

 
/ˈkəmfərdiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving to alleviate a person's feelings of grief or distress




•
 
we would like to thank our family and friends for their support and their comforting words.










2.
 
serving to improve a person's mood or restore a sense of physical well-being




•
 
a comforting bowl of soup.














II.
 
derivatives





comfortingly






adverb





















comfortless

 
/ˈkəmfərtləs/






adjective



1.
 
offering no means of relaxation and pleasure




•
 
a comfortless prison.










2.
 
having or offering nothing that serves to ease feelings or grief or distress




•
 
it's difficult to get this comfortless message onto any bestseller list.



















comfort station

 
/ˈkəmfərt ˈstāSHən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹euphemistic›

 a public restroom for travelers or campers.













comfort zone

 
/ˈkəmfərt zōn/






noun




a place or situation where one feels safe or at ease and without stress




•
 
times when we must act beyond our comfort zones




•
 
if you stay within your comfort zone, you will never improve.




















comfrey

 
/ˈkəmfrē/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant of the borage family, with large hairy leaves and clusters of purplish or white bell-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Symphytum

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common comfrey

 (
S. officinale

 ), which is used in herbal medicine (see boneset
 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
cumfirie

 , based on Latin 
conferva

 , from 
confervere

 ‘heal’ (literally ‘boil together,’ referring to the plant's medicinal use).





comfy

 
/ˈkəmfē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 comfortable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
comfily

 
/-fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
comfiness






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.






comic

 
/ˈkämik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or meant to cause laughter




•
 
comic and fantastic exaggeration.










2.
 
relating to or in the style of comedy




•
 
a comic actor




•
 
comic drama.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a comedian, especially a professional one




•
 
a stand-up comic.










2.
 
(
comics

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 comic strips.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
kōmikos

 , from 
kōmos

 ‘revel.’





comical

 
/ˈkämək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




amusing




•
 
a series of comical misunderstandings.














II.
 
derivatives





comicality

 
/ˌkäməˈkalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to or in the style of comedy’): from Latin 
comicus

 (see comic
 ) + -al
 .





comically

 
/ˈkämək(ə)lē/






adverb




in an amusing, ludicrous, or absurd way




•
 
a comically fumbled free kick




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
his comically inept teammates.




















Comice

 
/ˈkäməs /

 
Doyenne du Comice





I.
 
noun




a large yellow dessert pear.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘association, cooperative,’ referring to the 
Comice Horticole

 of Angers, France, where this variety was developed.





comic opera

 
/ˈˌkämik ˈäp(ə)rə/






noun




an opera that portrays humorous situations and characters, enhanced by spoken dialogue.













comic relief






noun



1.
 
comic episodes in a dramatic or literary work that offset more serious sections.




2.
 
a character or characters providing this.













comic strip

 
/ˈkämik ˌstrip/






noun




a sequence of drawings in boxes that tell an amusing story, typically printed in a newspaper or comic book.













coming

 
/ˈkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
due to happen or just beginning




•
 
work is due to start in the coming year.










2.
 
likely to be important or successful in the future




•
 
he was the coming man of French racing.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an arrival or an approach




•
 
the coming of a new age.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
comings and goings






the busy movements of a person or group of people, especially in and out of a place.









2.
 
not know if one is coming or going








‹informal›

 be confused, especially as a result of being very busy.

















Comino

 
/kəˈmēnō/






the smallest of the three main islands of Malta.









COMINT

 
/ˈkämint/






abbreviation




communications intelligence.













Comintern

 
/ˈkämənˌtərn/





I.
 
the Third International, a communist organization (1919–43).

See international
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).







– origin

 from Russian 
Komintern

 , blend of 
kom(munisticheskiĭ

 ) ‘communist’ and 
intern(atsional

 ) ‘international.’





comital

 
/ˈkämədl/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly historical›

 of or relating to a count or earl.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
comitalis

 , from 
comes

 , 
comit-

 ‘a count.’





comity

 
/ˈkämədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
courtesy and considerate behavior toward others.




2.
 
an association of nations for their mutual benefit.




3.
 
(also 
comity of nations

 )
 — the mutual recognition by nations of the laws and customs of others.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 1): from Latin 
comitas

 , from 
comis

 ‘courteous.’





comix

 
/ˈkämiks/





I.
 
plural noun




comic books and comic strips, especially ones written for adults or of an underground or alternative nature.











– origin

 alteration of 
comics

 .





comm

 
/käm/






noun




short for communication
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a comm link.



















comm.






abbreviation



1.
 
commerce.




2.
 
commercial.




3.
 
commission.




4.
 
commissioner.




5.
 
committee.




6.
 
common.













comma

 
/ˈkämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a punctuation mark (,) indicating a pause between parts of a sentence. It is also used to separate items in a list and to mark the place of thousands in a large numeral.




2.
 


[Music]

 a minute interval or difference of pitch.




3.
 
(also 
comma butterfly

 )
 — a butterfly that has wings with irregular, ragged edges and typically a white or silver comma-shaped mark on the underside of each hind wing.

[Genus 
Polygonia

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : numerous species, in particular the common 
eastern comma

 (
P. comma

 ) of eastern North America.]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally as a term in rhetoric denoting a group of words shorter than a colon; see colon
 1
 ): via Latin from Greek 
komma

 ‘piece cut off, short clause,’ from 
koptein

 ‘cut.’





Commager, Henry Steele

 
/ˈkämijər/






(1902–98), US educator and writer. Among his notable works are 
The Growth of the American Republic

 (co-authored with Samuel Eliot Morison, 1930), 
The American Mind

 (1959), and 
The Empire of Reason

 (1977).










command

 
/kəˈmand/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — give an authoritative order


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
a gruff voice commanded us to enter




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Stop arguing!” he commanded




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he commanded that work should cease




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
my mother commands my presence.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 have authority over; be in charge of (a unit)




•
 
he commanded a battalion at Normandy.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dominate (a strategic position) from a superior height




•
 
the two castles commanded the harbor.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 control or restrain (oneself or one's feelings)




•
 
he commanded himself with an effort.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be in a strong enough position to have or secure (something)




•
 
no party commanded a majority




•
 
a moral force that commanded respect.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an authoritative order




•
 
it's unlikely they'll obey your commands.










2.
 


[Computing]

 an instruction or signal that causes a computer to perform one of its basic functions.




3.
 
authority, especially over armed forces




•
 
an officer 
took command






•
 
who's 
in command

 ?




•
 
we will have nearly thirty thousand people 
under

 our 
command

 .










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the ability to use or control something




•
 
he had a brilliant command of English.










5.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 a group of officers exercising control over a particular group or operation.




6.
 


[Military]

 a body of troops or a district under the control of a particular officer.








III.
 
phrases





at someone's command






at someone's disposal; available




•
 
he had at his command a vast number of ready-made phrases.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comander

 ‘to command,’ from late Latin 
commandare

 , from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
mandare

 ‘commit, command.’ Compare with commend
 .





command and control






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Military]

 the running of an armed force or other organization




•
 
a command-and-control bunker.



















commandant

 
/ˈkämənˌdant ˈkämənˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




an officer in charge of a particular force or institution




•
 
the West Point commandant of cadets.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
commandant

 , or Italian or Spanish 
comandante

 , all from late Latin 
commandare

 ‘to command’ (see command
 ).





command-driven






adjective






[Computing]

 (of a program or computer) operated by means of commands keyed in by the user or issued by another program or computer.














command economy






noun




an economy in which production, investment, prices, and incomes are determined centrally by a government.













commandeer

 
/ˌkämənˈdir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially take possession or control of (something), especially for military purposes




•
 
telegraph and telephone lines were commandeered by the generals.










2.
 
take possession of (something) without authority




•
 
he hoisted himself onto a table, commandeering it as a speaker's platform.










3.
 
enlist (someone) to help in a task, typically against the person's will




•
 
he commandeered the men to find a table.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Afrikaans 
kommandeer

 , from Dutch 
commanderen

 , from French 
commander

 ‘to command’ (see command
 ).





commander

 
/kəˈmandər /

 
Comdr.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person in authority, especially over a body of troops or a military operation




•
 
the commander of a paratroop regiment.










2.
 
a naval officer of high rank, in particular (in the US Navy or Coast Guard) an officer ranking above lieutenant commander and below captain.




3.
 
(in certain metropolitan police departments) the officer in charge of a division, district, precinct, or squad.




4.
 
a member of a higher class in some orders of knighthood.








II.
 
derivatives





commandership

 
/kəˈmandərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comandeor

 , from late Latin 
commandare

 ‘to command’ (see command
 ).





commander in chief

 
/kəˈmandər in CHēf /

 
Commander in Chief






noun



1.
 
a head of state or officer in supreme command of a country's armed forces.




2.
 
an officer in charge of a major subdivision of a country's armed forces, or of its forces in a particular area.













Commander of the Faithful






noun




one of the titles of a caliph.













commanding

 
/kəˈmandiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(in military contexts) having a position of authority




•
 
a commanding officer.










2.
 
(of an advantage or position) controlling; superior




•
 
a commanding 13-6 lead.










3.
 
indicating or expressing authority; imposing




•
 
a man of commanding presence




•
 
her style is commanding.










4.
 
(of a place or position) dominating physically; giving a wide view




•
 
a commanding position looking out over the sea.














II.
 
derivatives





commandingly






adverb





















command language






noun






[Computing]

 a computer programming language composed chiefly of a set of commands or operators, used especially for communicating with the operating system of a computer.













commandment

 
/kəˈman(d)mənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a divine rule, especially one of the Ten Commandments.




2.
 
a rule to be observed as strictly as one of the Ten Commandments.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comandement

 , from 
comander

 ‘to command’ (see command
 ).






command module

 
/kəˈmand ˈmäjo͞ol /

 
CM






noun




the detachable control portion of a manned spacecraft.













commando

 
/kəˈmanˌdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soldier specially trained to carry out raids.




2.
 
a unit of soldiers specially trained to carry out raids.








II.
 
phrases





go commando








‹humorous›

 wear no underpants.















– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting a militia, originally consisting of Boers in South Africa): from Portuguese (earlier form of 
comando

 ), from 
commandar

 ‘to command,’ from late Latin 
commandare

 (see command
 ).





command performance

 
/kəˈmand pərˈfôrməns/






noun




a presentation of a play, concert, opera, or other show at the request of royalty.













command post

 
/kəˈmand pōst/






noun




the place from which a military unit is commanded.













command sergeant major






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Army ranking above first sergeant.













comme ci, comme ça

 
/kôm ˈsē kômˈsä/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(in answer to a question) neither very good nor very bad; so-so.











– origin

 French, literally ‘like this, like that.’





commedia dell'arte

 
/kəˌmādēə ˌdelˈärdā/





I.
 
noun




an improvised kind of popular comedy in Italian theaters in the 16th–18th centuries, based on stock characters. Actors adapted their comic dialogue and action according to a few basic plots (commonly love intrigues) and to topical issues.











– origin

 Italian,‘comedy of art.’





comme il faut

 
/ˌkôm ēl ˈfō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
correct in behavior or etiquette.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘as is necessary.’






commemorate

 
/kəˈmeməˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
recall and show respect for (someone or something) in a ceremony




•
 
a wreath-laying ceremony to commemorate the war dead.










2.
 
serve as a memorial to




•
 
a stone commemorating a boy who died at sea.










3.
 
celebrate (an event, a person, or a situation) by doing or building something




•
 
it was a night commemorated in a song.














II.
 
derivatives





commemorator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
commemorat-

 ‘brought to remembrance,’ from the verb 
commemorare

 , from 
com-

 ‘altogether’ + 
memorare

 ‘relate’ (from 
memor

 ‘mindful’).





commemoration

 
/kəˌmeməˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
remembrance, typically expressed in a ceremony




•
 
solemn ceremonies of commemoration.










2.
 
a ceremony or celebration in which a person or event is remembered




•
 
VJ-Day commemorations in August.














II.
 
phrases





in commemoration






as a reminder, especially a ritual or official one




•
 
the window was ordered by the duchess in commemoration of her son.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
commemoratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
commemorare

 ‘bring to remembrance’ (see commemorate
 ).





commemorative

 
/kəˈmem(ə)rədiv kəˈmeməˌrādiv/





I.
 
adjective




acting as a memorial or mark of an event or person




•
 
a commemorative plaque.














II.
 
noun




an object such as a stamp or coin made to mark an event or honor a person.

Compare with definitive
 .













commemoratory

 
/kəˈmemərəˌtôrē/






adjective




serving to commemorate; commemorative.














commence

 
/kəˈmens/





I.
 
verb




begin; start


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his design team commenced work




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a public inquiry is due to commence on the 16th.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
commencier

 , 
comencier

 , based on Latin 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
initiare

 ‘begin.’





commencement

 
/kəˈmensmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a beginning or start




•
 
at the commencement of training.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ceremony in which degrees or diplomas are conferred on graduating students


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a commencement address.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from the verb 
commencier

 (see commence
 ).






commend

 
/kəˈmend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise formally or officially




•
 
he was commended by the judge for his courageous actions.










2.
 
present as suitable for approval or acceptance; recommend




•
 
I 
commend

 her 
to

 you without reservation.










3.
 
cause to be acceptable or pleasing




•
 
this recording has a lot to commend it.










4.
 
(
commend someone/something to

 )
 — entrust someone or something to




•
 
I commend them to your care.














II.
 
phrases





commend me to








‹archaic›

 remember me kindly to (someone)




•
 
commend me to my son, and bid him rule better than I.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
commendare

 , from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
mandare

 ‘commit, entrust.’ Compare with command
 .





commendable

 
/kəˈmendəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




deserving praise




•
 
commendable restraint.














II.
 
derivatives





commendably

 
/kəˈmendəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
commendabilis

 , from 
commendare

 (see commend
 ).





commendation

 
/ˌkämənˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
praise




•
 
the film deserved the highest commendation




•
 
commendations for their kindness.










2.
 
an award involving special praise




•
 
the detectives received commendations for bravery.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
commendatio(n-)

 , from 
commendare

 ‘commit to the care of’ (see commend
 ). Originally (in the plural) the term denoted a liturgical office ending with a prayer commending the souls of the dead to God.





commendatory

 
/kəˈmendəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 serving to commend; recommending.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
commendatorius

 , from Latin 
commendare

 ‘commit to the care of’ (see commend
 ).





commensal

 
/kəˈmensəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 of, relating to, or exhibiting commensalism.








II.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a commensal organism, such as many bacteria.








III.
 
derivatives





commensality

 
/ˌkämenˈsalitē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
commensalis

 , from 
com-

 ‘sharing’ + 
mensa

 ‘a table.’





commensalism

 
/kəˈmensəˌlizəm/






noun






[Biology]

 an association between two organisms in which one benefits and the other derives neither benefit nor harm.














commensurable

 
/kəˈmens(ə)rəb(ə)l kəˈmenSH(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
measurable by the same standard




•
 
the finite is not 
commensurable with

 the infinite.










2.
 
(
commensurable to

 )
 — 

‹rare›

 proportionate to.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of numbers) in a ratio equal to a ratio of integers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
commensurability

 
/kəˌmens(ə)rəˈbilədē kəˌmenSH(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
commensurably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
commensurabilis

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
mensurabilis

 , from 
mensurare

 ‘to measure.’





commensurate

 
/kəˈmensərət kəˈmenSHərət/





I.
 
adjective




corresponding in size or degree; in proportion




•
 
salary will be 
commensurate with

 experience




•
 
such heavy responsibility must receive commensurate reward.














II.
 
derivatives





commensurately






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
commensuratus

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
mensuratus

 , past participle of 
mensurare

 ‘to measure.’





comment

 
/ˈkäment/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a verbal or written remark expressing an opinion or reaction




•
 
you asked for 
comments on

 the new proposals.










2.
 
discussion, especially of a critical nature, of an issue or event




•
 
the plans were not sent to the council for comment.










3.
 
an indirect expression of the views of the creator of an artistic work




•
 
their second single is a comment on the commercial nature of raves.










4.
 
an explanatory note in a book or other written text.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a written explanation or commentary.




6.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of specially tagged text placed within a program to help other users to understand it, which the computer ignores when running the program.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express (an opinion or reaction)




•
 
the review commented that the book was agreeably written




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company would not 
comment on

 the venture




•
 
“He's an independent soul,” she commented.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 place a piece of specially tagged explanatory text within (a program) to assist other users.




3.
 


[Computing]

 turn (part of a program) into a comment so that the computer ignores it when running the program




•
 
you could try 
commenting out

 that line.














III.
 
phrases





no comment






used in refusing to answer a question, especially in a sensitive situation.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘expository treatise’ and ‘explanatory note’): from Latin 
commentum

 ‘contrivance’ (in late Latin also ‘interpretation’), neuter past participle of 
comminisci

 ‘devise.’





commentariat

 
/ˌkämənˈterēət/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 members of the news media considered as a class.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: blend of 
commentary

 and 
proletariat

 .





commentary

 
/ˈkämənˌterē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression of opinions or offering of explanations explanations about an event or situation




•
 
an editorial commentary




•
 
narrative overlaid with commentary.










2.
 
a descriptive spoken account (especially on a broadcast) of an event or performance as it happens.




3.
 
a set of explanatory or critical notes on a text




•
 
a commentary on the Old Testament.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
commentarius

 , 
commentarium

 (adjective, used as a noun), from 
commentari

 , frequentative of 
comminisci

 ‘devise.’





commentate

 
/ˈkämənˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
report on an event as it occurs, especially for a news or sports broadcast; provide a commentary.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from commentator
 .






commentator

 
/ˈkämənˌtādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who comments on events or on a text.




2.
 
a person who delivers a live commentary on an event or performance.













commenter

 
/ˈkäˌmen(t)ər/






noun




a person who expresses an opinion or engages in discussion of an issue or event, especially online in response to an article or blog post




•
 
the first commenter suggested that the story is a hoax




•
 
a regular commenter on many blogs.



















commerce

 
/ˈkämərs /

 
comm.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the activity of buying and selling, especially on a large scale




•
 
the possible increase of commerce by a great railroad.










2.
 


‹dated›

 social dealings between people




•
 
outside the normal commerce of civilized life.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 sexual intercourse.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, or from Latin 
commercium

 ‘trade, trading,’ from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
mercium

 (from 
merx

 , 
merc-

 ‘merchandise’).






commercial

 
/kəˈmərSHəl /

 
comm.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with or engaged in commerce




•
 
a commercial agreement.










2.
 
making or intended to make a profit




•
 
commercial products.










3.
 
having profit, rather than artistic or other value, as a primary aim




•
 
their work is too commercial.










4.
 
(of television or radio) funded by the revenue from broadcast advertisements.




5.
 
(of chemicals) supplied in bulk and not of the highest purity.








II.
 
noun




a television or radio advertisement.








III.
 
derivatives





commerciality

 
/kəˌmərSHēˈalədē /






noun





















commercial art

 
/kəˈmərSHəl ärt/






noun




art used in advertising and selling.













commercial bank






noun




a bank that offers services to the general public and to companies.













commercial break

 
/kəˈmərSHəl brāk/






noun




an interruption in the transmission of broadcast programming during which advertisements are broadcast.













commercialism

 
/kəˈmərSHəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
emphasis on the maximizing of profit




•
 
deficits prompted efforts for greater commercialism.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 practices and attitudes that are concerned with the making of profit at the expense of quality




•
 
the issue of creeping commercialism in schools.



















commercialization

 
/kəmərSHələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of managing or running something principally for financial gain




•
 
the escalating commercialization of athletics




•
 
rapid commercialization across the art world.



















commercialize

 
/kəˈmərSHəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manage or exploit (an organization, activity, etc.) in a way designed to make a profit




•
 
the museum has been commercialized.



















commercialized

 
/kəˈmərSHəˌlīzd/






adjective




designed principally for financial gain; profit-oriented




•
 
commercialized resort areas.



















commercially

 
/kəˈmərSHəlē/






adverb




in a way that is concerned with buying, selling, and making a profit




•
 
kiwi fruit is now also grown commercially




•
 
he made historical drama appear commercially viable.




















commercial paper






noun




short-term unsecured promissory notes issued by companies.













commercial traveler

 
/kəˈmərSHəl ˈtrav(ə)lər/






noun






‹dated›

 a traveling sales representative.













commercial vehicle

 
/kəˈmərSHəl ˈvēˌhikəl ˈvēəkəl/






noun




a vehicle used for carrying goods or fare-paying passengers.













commie

 
/ˈkämē /

 

‹informal, derogatory›


 
Commie





I.
 
noun




a communist.








II.
 
adjective




communist.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






commination

 
/ˌkäməˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of threatening divine vengeance.




2.
 
the recital of divine threats against sinners in the Anglican Liturgy for Ash Wednesday.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
comminatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
comminari

 , from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
minari

 ‘threaten.’





comminatory

 
/ˈkämənətôrē kəˈminəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




threatening, punitive, or vengeful.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
comminatorius

 , from 
comminat-

 ‘threatened,’ from the verb 
comminari

 (see commination
 ).





commingle

 
/kəˈmiNGɡ(ə)l käˈmiNGɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
verb




mix; blend


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the dust had 
commingled with

 the rain




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
publicly reproved for commingling funds.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from com-
 ‘together’ + mingle
 .





comminuted

 
/ˈkäməˌn(y)o͞odəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 reduced to minute particles or fragments.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Medicine]

 (of a fracture) producing multiple bone splinters.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: past participle of 
comminute

 , from Latin 
comminut-

 ‘broken into pieces,’ from the verb 
comminuere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
minuere

 ‘lessen.’





comminution

 
/ˌkäməˈn(y)o͞oSHən/






noun






‹technical›

 the action of reducing a material, an ore, to minute particles or fragments.













commis

 
/ˈkäːmē /

 
commis chef





I.
 
noun




a junior chef.











– origin

 1930s: from French, ‘deputy, clerk,’ past participle of 
commettre

 ‘entrust,’ from Latin 
committere

 (see commit
 ).





commiserate

 
/kəˈmizəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express or feel sympathy or pity; sympathize




•
 
she went over to 
commiserate with

 Rose on her unfortunate circumstances.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 feel, show, or express pity for (someone)




•
 
she did not exult in her rival's fall, but, on the contrary, commiserated her.














II.
 
derivatives





commiserative

 
/kəˈmiz(ə)rədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
commiserat-

 ‘commiserated,’ from the verb 
commiserari

 , from 
com-

 ‘with’ + 
miserari

 ‘to lament’ (from 
miser

 ‘wretched’).





commiseration

 
/kəˌmizəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
sympathy and sorrow for the misfortunes of others; compassion




•
 
the other actors offered him clumsy commiseration.










2.
 
(
commiserations

 )
 — expressions of sympathy and sorrow for another




•
 
our commiserations to those who didn't win.



















commish

 
/kəˈmiSH/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for commissioner
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for commission
 :




•
 
out of commish.



















commissaire

 
/ˌkäməˈser/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a senior police officer in France.




2.
 
an official at a bicycle race or other sporting event.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French.





commissar

 
/ˈkäməˌsär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official of the Communist Party, especially in the former Soviet Union or present-day China, responsible for political education and organization.




2.
 
a head of a government department in the former Soviet Union before 1946.




3.
 
a strict or prescriptive figure of authority




•
 
our academic commissars.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (Russian Revolution): from Russian 
komissar

 , from French 
commissaire

 , from medieval Latin 
commissarius

 (see commissary
 ).





commissariat

 
/ˌkäməˈserēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Military]

 a department for the supply of food and equipment.




2.
 
a government department of the Soviet Union before 1946.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a Scots legal term denoting the jurisdiction of a commissary, often spelled 
commissariot

 ): from French 
commissariat

 , reinforced by medieval Latin 
commissariatus

 , both from medieval Latin 
commissarius

 ‘person in charge,’ from Latin 
committere

 ‘entrust.’






commissary

 
/ˈkäməˌserē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a restaurant in a movie studio, military base, prison, or other institution.




2.
 
a deputy or delegate.








II.
 
derivatives





commissarial

 
/ˌkäməˈserēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
commissarius

 ‘person in charge,’ from Latin 
commiss-

 ‘joined, entrusted,’ from the verb 
committere

 (see commit
 ).






commission

 
/kəˈmiSHən /

 
comm.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instruction, command, or duty given to a person or group of people




•
 
his commission to redesign the building




•
 
he received a commission to act as an informer.










2.
 
an order for something, especially a work of art, to be produced




•
 
Mozart at last received a commission to write an opera.










3.
 
a work produced in response to a commission.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 the authority to perform a task or certain duties.




5.
 
a group of people officially charged with a particular function




•
 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees.










6.
 
an amount of money, typically a set percentage of the value involved, paid to an agent in a commercial transaction




•
 
foreign banks may charge a commission




•
 
he sold cosmetics 
on commission

 .










7.
 
a warrant conferring the rank of officer in an army, navy, or air force




•
 
he has resigned his commission.










8.
 
the action of committing a crime or offense




•
 
use of a deadly weapon in the commission of a felony.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give an order for or authorize the production of (something such as a building, piece of equipment, or work of art).




2.
 
order or authorize (a person or organization) to do or produce something




•
 
they commissioned an architect to manage the building project.










3.
 
bring (something newly produced, such as a factory or machine) into working condition




•
 
we had a few hiccups getting the heating equipment commissioned.










4.
 
bring (a warship) into readiness for active service




•
 
the aircraft carrier 
Midway

 was commissioned in 1945.










5.
 
appoint (someone) to the rank of officer in the armed services




•
 
he was commissioned after attending midshipman school




•
 (as 
adj.

 
commissioned

 )
 
a commissioned officer.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in commission






(of a ship, vehicle, machine, etc.) in use or in service.









2.
 
out of commission





a.
 
not in service; not in working order.




b.
 
(of a person) unable to work or function normally, especially through illness or injury.












IV.
 
derivatives





commissionable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
commissio(n-)

 , from 
committere

 ‘entrust’ (see commit
 ).





commissionaire

 
/kəˌmiSHəˈner/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a uniformed door attendant at a hotel, theater, or other building.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
commissarius

 ‘person in charge,’ from Latin 
committere

 ‘entrust’ (see commit
 ).






commissioner

 
/kəˈmiSH(ə)nər /

 
comm.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person appointed to a role on or by a commission




•
 
the traffic commissioner




•
 
the New York State Health Commissioner.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person appointed to regulate a particular sport




•
 
the baseball commissioner.










3.
 
a representative of the supreme authority in an area.








II.
 
derivatives





commissionership

 
/kəˈmiSH(ə)nərSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
commissionarius

 , from Latin 
commissio

 (see commission
 ).





commissure

 
/ˈkäməˌSHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the joint between two bones.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a band of nerve tissue connecting the hemispheres of the brain, the two sides of the spinal cord, etc.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 the line where the upper and lower lips or eyelids meet.








II.
 
derivatives





commissural

 
/kəˈmiSHo͝orəl ˌkäməˈSHo͝orəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
commissura

 ‘junction,’ from 
committere

 ‘join’ (see commit
 ).






commit

 
/kəˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out or perpetrate (a mistake, crime, or immoral act)




•
 
he committed an uncharacteristic error.










2.
 
pledge or bind (a person or an organization) to a certain course or policy




•
 
they were reluctant to 
commit themselves to

 an opinion




•
 
the treaty commits each party to defend the other




•
 
try it out before you 
commit to

 a purchase.










3.
 
pledge or set aside (resources) for future use




•
 
manufacturers will have to 
commit

 substantial funds 
to

 developing new engines.










4.
 
(
be committed to

 )
 — be in a long-term emotional relationship with (someone).




5.
 
(
be committed to

 )
 — be dedicated to (something)




•
 
we must be committed to peace.










6.
 
send, entrust, or consign, in particular




7.
 
consign (someone) officially to prison, especially on remand




•
 
he was 
committed to

 prison for contempt of court.










8.
 
send (a person or case) for trial.




9.
 
send (someone) to be confined in a psychiatric hospital




•
 
he had been committed for treatment.










10.
 
(
commit something to

 )
 — transfer something to (a state or place)




•
 
he composed a letter but didn't commit it to paper




•
 
she committed each tiny feature to memory




•
 
committed to the flames.










11.
 
refer (a legislative bill) to a committee.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
committable






adjective













2.
 
committer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
committere

 ‘join, entrust’ (in medieval Latin ‘put into custody’), from 
com-

 ‘with’ + 
mittere

 ‘put or send.’





commitment

 
/kəˈmitmənt/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being dedicated to a cause, activity, etc.




•
 
the company's 
commitment to

 quality.










2.
 
a pledge or undertaking




•
 
I cannot make such a commitment at the moment.










3.
 
(usu. 
commitments

 )
 — an engagement or obligation that restricts freedom of action




•
 
business commitments




•
 
young people delay major commitments including marriage and children.



















commitment ceremony






noun




a ceremony to mark the spousal union of two people who are not legally allowed to marry, such as gay people.













commitment order






noun




an order authorizing the admission and detention of a patient in a psychiatric hospital.













committal

 
/kəˈmidl/






noun



1.
 
the action of sending a person to an institution, especially prison or a psychiatric hospital




•
 
his 
committal to

 prison




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
committal proceedings.










2.
 
the burial of a corpse.













committed

 
/kəˈmidəd/






adjective




feeling dedication and loyalty to a cause, activity, or job; wholeheartedly dedicated




•
 
a committed reformer.



















committee

 
/kəˈmidē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group of people appointed for a specific function, typically consisting of members of a larger group




•
 
the housing committee




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a committee meeting.










2.
 
a group of people appointed by a legislature to consider the details of proposed legislation




•
 
there was much scrutiny 
in committee

 .










3.
 

/ˌkämiˈtē /

 — 

[Law]

 a person entrusted with the charge of another person or another person's property.




4.
 


(chiefly US)

 a person who has been judicially committed to the charge of another because of insanity or mental disability.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the general sense ‘person to whom something has been entrusted’): from commit
 + -ee
 .





committeeman

 
/kəˈmidēmən/






noun




(in the US) a local political party leader.













committee of the whole

 
/kəˈmidē əv ə T͟Hē T͟H(ə) T͟Hē hōl/






the entire membership of a legislative body when sitting as a committee.









committeewoman

 
/kəˈmidēˌwo͝omən/






noun




(in the US) a female local political party leader.













commix

 
/kəˈmiks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 mix; mingle




•
 
beat them till they be thoroughly commixed.














II.
 
derivatives





commixture

 
/kəˈmiksCHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as the past participle 
commixt

 ): from Latin 
commixtus

 , from 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
mixtus

 ‘mixed.’





commo

 
/ˈkämō/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 communication, especially as a departmental function in an organization.













commode

 
/kəˈmōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of furniture containing a concealed chamber pot.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a toilet.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a movable washstand.




4.
 
a chest of drawers or chiffonier of a decorative type popular in the 18th century.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, literally‘convenient, suitable,’ from Latin 
commodus

 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





commodification

 
/kəˌmädəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of treating something as a mere commodity




•
 
the commodification of knowledge.




















commodify

 
/kəˈmädəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn into or treat as a commodity


(as 
adj.

 
commodified

 )


•
 
art has become commodified.

















– origin

 1980s: from commodity
 + -fy
 .






commodious

 
/kəˈmōdēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 (especially of furniture or a building) roomy and comfortable.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 convenient.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
commodiously






adverb













2.
 
commodiousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘beneficial, useful’): from French 
commodieux

 or medieval Latin 
commodiosus

 , based on Latin 
commodus

 ‘convenient.’





commoditize

 
/kəˈmädəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb




another term for commodify
 .








II.
 
derivatives





commoditization

 
/kəˌmäditəˈzāSHən /






noun






















commodity

 
/kəˈmädədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a raw material or primary agricultural product that can be bought and sold, such as copper or coffee.




2.
 
a useful or valuable thing, such as water or time.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
commodite

 or Latin 
commoditas

 , from 
commodus

 (see commodious
 ).





commodore

 
/ˈkäməˌdôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a naval officer of high rank, in particular an officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above captain and below rear admiral.




2.
 
the president of a yacht club.




3.
 
the senior captain of a shipping line.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Dutch 
komandeur

 , from French 
commandeur

 ‘commander.’






common

 
/ˈkämən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring, found, or done often; prevalent




•
 
salt and pepper are the two most common seasonings




•
 
it's 
common for

 a woman to be depressed after giving birth.










2.
 
(of an animal or plant) found or living in relatively large numbers; not rare.




3.
 
ordinary; of ordinary qualities; without special rank or position




•
 
the dwellings of common people




•
 
a common soldier.










4.
 
(of a quality) of a sort or level to be generally expected




•
 
common decency.










5.
 
of the most familiar type




•
 
the common or vernacular name.










6.
 
denoting the most widespread or typical species of an animal or plant




•
 
the common blue spruce.










7.
 
showing a lack of taste and refinement; vulgar.




8.
 
shared by, coming from, or done by more than one




•
 
the two republics' common border




•
 
problems 
common to

 both communities.










9.
 
belonging to, open to, or affecting the whole of a community or the public




•
 
common land.










10.
 


[Mathematics]

 belonging to two or more quantities.




11.
 


[Grammar]

 (in Latin and certain other languages) of or denoting a gender of nouns that are conventionally regarded as masculine or feminine, contrasting with neuter.




12.
 
(in English) denoting a noun that refers to individuals of either sex (e.g., 
teacher

 ).




13.
 


[Prosody]

 (of a syllable) able to be either short or long.




14.
 


[Law]

 (of a crime) of relatively minor importance




•
 
common assault.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of open land for public use, especially in a village or town.




2.
 
(in the Christian Church) a form of service used for each of a group of occasions.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the common good






the benefit or interests of all




•
 
it is time our elected officials stood up for the common good.















2.
 
common ground






opinions or interests shared by each of two or more parties




•
 
artists from different cultural backgrounds found common ground.















3.
 
common knowledge






something known by most people.









4.
 
common or garden








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 of the usual or ordinary type




•
 
a yak is your basic common or garden cow, only bigger, hairier, and wilder.















5.
 
common property





a.
 
a thing or things held jointly.




b.
 
something known by most people.









6.
 
the common touch






the ability to get along with or appeal to ordinary people.









7.
 
in common





a.
 
in joint use or possession; shared




•
 
car engines have nothing in common with aircraft engines.










b.
 
of joint interest




•
 
the two men had little in common.







See also tenancy in common
 .









8.
 
in common with






in the same way as




•
 
in common with other officers, I had to undertake guard duties.


















IV.
 
derivatives





commonness

 
/ˈkämənˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comun

 (adjective), from Latin 
communis

 .





commonable

 
/ˈkämənəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 (of land) allowed to be jointly used or owned.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 (of an animal) allowed to be pastured on public land




•
 
these Acts exclude the deer and commonable cattle.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete 
common

 ‘to exercise right of common’ + -able
 .





commonage

 
/ˈkämənij/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the right of pasturing animals on common land.




2.
 
land held in common.




3.
 
the common people; the commonalty.













Common Agricultural Policy

 
/ˈkämən ˌaɡrəˈkəlCH(ə)rəl ˈpäləsē /

 
CAP






the system in the EU for establishing common prices for most agricultural products within the European Union, a single fund for price supports, and levies on imports.









commonality

 
/ˌkämənˈalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of sharing features or attributes




•
 
a commonality of interest ensures cooperation.










2.
 
a shared feature or attribute




•
 
we discern the commonalities between these writers.










3.
 
(
the commonality

 )
 — another term for commonalty
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in 
sense

 2: variant of commonalty
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 16th cent., but was rarely used before the 1950s.






commonalty

 
/ˈkämən(ə)ltē/





I.
 
noun

 — (treated as 
pl.

 
the commonalty

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 people without special rank or position; common people




•
 
a petition by the earls, barons, and commonalty of the realm.










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the general body of a group.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comunalte

 , from medieval Latin 
communalitas

 , from Latin 
communis

 ‘common, general’ (see common
 ).





common carrier

 
/ˈkämən ˈˌkerēər/






noun



1.
 
a person or company that transports goods or passengers on regular routes at set rates.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a company providing public telecommunications facilities.













common chord

 
/ˈkämən kô(ə)rd/






noun






[Music]

 a triad containing a root, a major or minor third, and a perfect fifth.













common cold

 
/ˈkämən kōld/






noun

 — (
the common cold

 )


1.
 
another term for cold
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













common council






noun




a town or city council in some parts of the US and Canada, and in London.













common denominator






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a shared multiple of the denominators of several fractions.

See also lowest common denominator
 .




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a feature shared by all members of a group




•
 
the common denominator for the fevers was the bite of a tick.



















common divisor






noun






[Mathematics]

 a number that can be divided into all of the other numbers of a given set without any remainder. Also called 
common factor

 .













commoner

 
/ˈkämənər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ordinary person, without rank or title.




2.
 
a person who has the right of common (commonage).




3.
 
(at some British universities) an undergraduate who does not have a scholarship.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a citizen or burgess): from medieval Latin 
communarius

 , from 
communa

 , 
communia

 ‘community,’ based on Latin 
communis

 (see common
 ).





Common Era






noun

 — (
the Common Era

 )


1.
 
another term for Christian era
 .














common fraction






noun




a fraction expressed by a numerator and a denominator, not decimally.













common gender






noun



1.
 
the gender of those nouns in English that are not limited to either sex, such as cousin or spouse.




2.
 
in some languages, such as Latin, the gender of those nouns that may be either masculine or feminine but not neuter.




3.
 
in some languages, such as modern Danish, the gender of those nouns derived from the earlier masculine and feminine genders that do not belong to the neuter gender.














common law

 
/ˈkämən ˈˌlô/






noun



1.
 
the part of English law that is derived from custom and judicial precedent rather than statutes. Often contrasted with 
statutory law

 .




2.
 
the body of English law as adopted and modified separately by the different states of the US and by the federal government.

Compare with civil law
 .




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a partner in a marriage by common law (which recognized unions created by mutual agreement and public behavior), not by a civil or ecclesiastical ceremony




•
 
a common-law husband.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a partner in a long-term relationship of cohabitation.













common logarithm






noun




a logarithm to the base 10.













commonly

 
/ˈkämənlē/






adverb




very often; frequently




•
 
BSE, commonly called mad cow disease




•
 
a commonly used industrial chemical.



















common market

 
/ˈkämən ˈmärkət/






noun



1.
 
a group of countries imposing few or no duties on trade with one another and a common tariff on trade with other countries.




2.
 
(
the Common Market

 )
 — a name for the European Economic Community or European Union, used especially in the 1960s and 1970s.













common meter

 
common measure
 , CM






noun




a metrical pattern for hymns in which the stanzas have four lines containing eight and six syllables alternately rhyming 
abcb

 or 
abab

 .













common multiple






noun






[Mathematics]

 a number into which each number in a given set may be evenly divided.














common noun

 
/ˈkämən noun/






noun






[Grammar]

 a noun denoting a class of objects or a concept as opposed to a particular individual.

Often contrasted with proper noun
 .













commonplace

 
/ˈkämənˌplās/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not unusual; ordinary




•
 
unemployment was commonplace in his profession.










2.
 
not interesting or original; trite




•
 
the usual commonplace remarks.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a usual or ordinary thing




•
 
bombing has become almost a commonplace of public life there.










2.
 
a trite saying or topic; a platitude




•
 
it is a commonplace to talk of the young being alienated.










3.
 
a notable quotation copied into a commonplace book.








III.
 
derivatives





commonplaceness

 
/ˈkämənˌplāsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally 
common place

 ): translation of Latin 
locus communis

 , rendering Greek 
koinos topos

 ‘general theme.’





commonplace book

 
/ˈkämənˌplās ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book into which notable extracts from other works are copied for personal use.













Common Pleas

 

‹Law›


 
Court of Common Pleas






(in some jurisdictions) a court for hearing civil cases between citizens.










common porpoise






noun




another term for harbor porpoise
 .













Common Prayer






the liturgy of the Anglican Communion, originally set forth in the 
Book of Common Prayer

 of Edward VI (1549).










common rat






noun




another term for brown rat
 .













common room






noun




a room in a school, college, or other institution for use of students or staff outside teaching hours.














commons

 
/ˈkämənz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


(US)

 a dining hall in a residential school or college.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — land or resources belonging to or affecting the whole of a community.




3.
 
(
the Commons

 )
 — short for House of Commons
 .




4.
 


‹historical›

 the common people regarded as a part of a political system, especially in Britain.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 provisions shared in common; rations.








II.
 
phrases





short commons








‹archaic›

 insufficient allocation of food




•
 
for two weeks we have been on short commons.





















– origin

 Middle English: plural of common
 .





common sense

 
/ˌkämən ˈsens/





I.
 
noun




good sense and sound judgment in practical matters




•
 
use your common sense




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a common-sense approach.














II.
 
derivatives





commonsensical

 
/ˈˌkämənˈˌsensəkəl /






adjective






















common stock

 
/ˈkämən ˌstäk/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 shares entitling their holder to dividends that vary in amount and may even be missed, depending on the fortunes of the company




•
 
the company announced a public offering of 3.5 million shares of common stock.







Compare with preferred stock
 .













common time

 
/ˈkämən tīm/






noun






[Music]

 a rhythmic pattern in which there are four beats, especially four quarter notes, in a measure. This pattern occurs often in classical music and is the norm in rock, jazz, country, and bluegrass.














commonweal

 
/ˈkämənˌwēl/






noun

 — (
the commonweal

 )


1.
 
the welfare of the public.













commonwealth

 
/ˈkämənˌwelTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an independent country or community, especially a democratic republic.




2.
 
an aggregate or grouping of countries or other bodies.




3.
 
a community or organization of shared interests in a nonpolitical field




•
 
the Christian commonwealth




•
 
the commonwealth of letters.










4.
 
a self-governing unit voluntarily grouped with the US, such as Puerto Rico.




5.
 
a formal title of some of the states of the US, especially Kentucky, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.




6.
 
the title of the federated Australian states.




7.
 
(
the Commonwealth

 )
 — the republican period of government in Britain between the execution of Charles I in 1649 and the Restoration of Charles II in 1660.




8.
 
(
the Commonwealth

 ) (in full 
the Commonwealth of Nations

 )
 — an international association consisting of the UK together with states that were previously part of the British Empire, and dependencies. The British monarch is the symbolic head of the Commonwealth.




9.
 
(
the commonwealth

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 the general good.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally as two words, denoting public welfare; compare with commonweal
 ): from common
 + wealth
 .





Commonwealth Games

 
/ˈkämənˌwelTH ɡāmz /

 

‹trademark›







an amateur sports competition held every four years between member countries of the Commonwealth of Nations.









Commonwealth of Independent States

 
/ˈkämənˌwelTH əv ə ˌindəˈpendənt stāts /

 
CIS






a confederation of independent states that were formerly constituent republics of the Soviet Union, established in 1991. Member states are Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. Turkmenistan and Ukraine are associate members.









Common Worship






noun




a book containing the public liturgy of the Church of England, published in 2000 to replace the Alternative Service Book.













commotion

 
/kəˈmōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of confused and noisy disturbance




•
 
she was distracted by a commotion across the street




•
 
figure out what all the commotion is about.










2.
 
civil insurrection




•
 
damage caused by civil commotion.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
commotio(n-)

 , from 
com-

 ‘altogether’ + 
motio

 (see motion
 ).





commove

 
/kəˈmo͞ov/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move violently; agitate or excite.













communal

 
/kəˈmyo͞on(ə)l ˈkämyənəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shared by all members of a community; for common use




•
 
a communal bathroom and kitchen.










2.
 
of, relating to, or done by a community




•
 
communal achievement.










3.
 
involving the sharing of work and property




•
 
communal living.










4.
 
(of conflict) between different communities, especially those having different religions or ethnic origins




•
 
violent communal riots.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
communality

 
/ˌkämyəˈnalitē /






noun













2.
 
communally

 
/kəˈmyo͞on(ə)lē ˈkämyənəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to a commune, esp. the Paris Commune’): from French, from late Latin 
communalis

 , from 
communis

 (see common
 ).





communalism

 
/kəˈmyo͞onlˌizəm ˈkäːmyənəlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a principle of political organization based on federated communes.




2.
 
the principle or practice of living together and sharing possessions and responsibilities.




3.
 
allegiance to one's own ethnic group rather than to the wider society.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
communalist

 
/kəˈmyo͞on(ə)ləst ˈkämyənəlist /






adjective, noun













2.
 
communalistic

 
/kəˌmyo͞onlˈistik /






adjective





















communalize

 
/kəˈmyo͞onlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 organize (something) on the basis of shared ownership




•
 
attempts to communalize farming.














II.
 
derivatives





communalization

 
/kəˌmyo͞onl-əˈzāSHən /






noun





















communard

 
/ˈkämyəˌnärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a commune.




2.
 
(
Communard

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a supporter of the Paris Commune.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from commune
 1
 .






commune1


 
/ˈkämyo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people living together and sharing possessions and responsibilities.




2.
 
a communal settlement in a communist country.




3.
 
the smallest French territorial division for administrative purposes.




4.
 
a territorial division similar to a French commune in other countries.




5.
 
(
the Commune

 )
 — the group that seized the municipal government of Paris in the French Revolution and played a leading part in the Reign of Terror until suppressed in 1794.




6.
 
(also 
the Paris Commune

 )
 — the municipal government organized on communalistic principles elected in Paris in 1871. It was soon brutally suppressed by government troops.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, from medieval Latin 
communia

 , neuter plural of Latin 
communis

 (see common
 ).





commune2


 
/kəˈmyo͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
commune with

 )
 — share one's intimate thoughts or feelings with (someone or something), especially when the exchange is on a spiritual level




•
 
the purpose of praying is to commune with God.










2.
 
feel in close spiritual contact with




•
 
he spent an hour communing with nature on the bank of a stream.










3.
 
receive Holy Communion.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comuner

 ‘to share,’ from 
comun

 (see common
 ).






communicable

 
/kəˈmyo͞onəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be communicated to others




•
 
the value of the product must be communicable to the potential consumers.










2.
 
(of a disease) able to be transmitted from one sufferer to another; contagious or infectious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
communicability

 
/kəˌmyo͞onəkəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
communicably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘communicating, having communication’): from Old French, from late Latin 
communicabilis

 , from the verb 
communicare

 ‘to share’ (see communicate
 ).





communicant

 
/kəˈmyo͞onəkənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 a person who receives Holy Communion.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who imparts information.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
communicant-

 ‘sharing,’ from the verb 
communicare

 (see communicate
 ).






communicate

 
/kəˈmyo͞onəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — share or exchange information, news, or ideas




•
 
the prisoner was forbidden to 
communicate with

 his family.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — impart or pass on (information, news, or ideas)




•
 
he 
communicated

 his findings 
to

 the inspector.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey or transmit (an emotion or feeling) in a nonverbal way




•
 
the ability of good teachers to communicate their own enthusiasm




•
 
his sudden fear 
communicated itself

 .










4.
 
succeed in conveying one's ideas or in evoking understanding in others




•
 
a politician must have the ability to communicate.










5.
 
(of two people) be able to share and understand each other's thoughts and feelings.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be communicated

 )
 — pass on (an infectious disease) to another person or animal.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transmit (heat or motion)




•
 
the heat is communicated through a small brass grating.










8.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
communicating

 )
 — (of two rooms) have a common connecting door




•
 
he went into the communicating room to pick up the phone.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Christian Church]

 receive Holy Communion.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
communicat-

 ‘shared,’ from the verb 
communicare

 , from 
communis

 (see common
 ).






communication

 
/kəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the imparting or exchanging of information or news




•
 
direct communication between the two countries will produce greater understanding




•
 
at the moment I am 
in communication with

 London.










2.
 
a letter or message containing information or news.




3.
 
the successful conveying or sharing of ideas and feelings




•
 
there was a lack of 
communication between

 Pamela and her parents.










4.
 
social contact




•
 
she gave him some hope of her return, or at least of their future communication.










5.
 
(
communications

 )
 — means of connection between people or places, in particular




6.
 
the means of sending or receiving information, such as telephone lines or computers




•
 
satellite communications




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a communications network.










7.
 
the means of traveling or of transporting goods, such as roads or railroads




•
 
a city providing excellent road and rail communications.










8.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the field of study concerned with the transmission of information by various means.








II.
 
phrases





lines of communication





a.
 
the connections between an army in the field and its bases.




b.
 
any system for communicating information or ideas




•
 
bureaucracies are characterized by established lines of communication.


















III.
 
derivatives





communicational

 
/-ˈkāSHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
comunicacion

 , from Latin 
communicatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
communicare

 ‘to share’ (see communicate
 ).





communications satellite

 
/kəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSHənz ˈsadlˌīt /

 
communication satellite






noun




a satellite placed in orbit around the earth in order to relay television, radio, and telephone signals.













communication theory

 
communications theory






noun




the branch of knowledge dealing with the principles and methods by which information is conveyed.













communicative

 
/kəˈmyo͞onəˌkādiv kəˈmyo͞onikədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ready to talk or impart information




•
 
the patient was alert and communicative.










2.
 
relating to the conveyance or exchange of information




•
 
the communicative process in literary texts.














II.
 
derivatives





communicatively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
communicativus

 , from 
communicat-

 ‘shared,’ from the verb 
communicare

 (see communicate
 ).





communicativeness

 
/kəˈmyo͞onəˌkādivnəs kəˈmyo͞onəkədivnəs/






noun




the quality of being willing, eager, or able to talk or impart information




•
 
his questions encouraged her communicativeness.



















communicator

 
/kəˈmyo͞onikādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who is able to convey or exchange information, news, or ideas, especially one who is eloquent or skilled




•
 
a gifted communicator




•
 
his successor was a less effective communicator.










2.
 
an apparatus used to exchange information between individuals, ships, planes, etc.




•
 
it'll send a signal to your hand-held communicator.














II.
 
derivatives





communicatory






adjective





















communion

 
/kəˈmyo͞onyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sharing or exchanging of intimate thoughts and feelings, especially when the exchange is on a mental or spiritual level




•
 
in this churchyard 
communion with

 the dead was almost palpable.










2.
 
common participation in a mental or emotional experience




•
 
popular festivals where all take part in joyous communion.










3.
 
(often 
Communion

 or 
Holy Communion

 )
 — the service of Christian worship at which bread and wine are consecrated and shared.

See Eucharist
 .




4.
 
the consecrated bread and wine so administered and received




•
 
the priests gave him Holy Communion.










5.
 
a relationship of recognition and acceptance between Christian churches or denominations, or between individual Christians or Christian communities and a church (signified by a willingness to give or receive the Eucharist)




•
 
the Eastern Churches are not 
in communion with

 Rome.










6.
 
a group of Christian communities or churches that recognize one another's ministries or that of a central authority.

See also Anglican Communion
 .








II.
 
phrases





make one's communion






receive bread and wine that has been consecrated at a Eucharist, as a sacramental, spiritual, or symbolic act of receiving the presence of Christ.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
communio(n-)

 , from 
communis

 (see common
 ).





communion of saints






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a fellowship between Christians living and dead.













communiqué

 
/kəˌmyo͞onəˈkā kəˈmyo͞onəˌkā /

 
communique





I.
 
noun




an official announcement or statement, especially one made to the media.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, past participle of 
communiquer

 ‘communicate.’





communism

 
/ˈkämyəˌnizəm /

 
Communism





I.
 
noun




a political theory derived from Karl Marx, advocating class war and leading to a society in which all property is publicly owned and each person works and is paid according to their abilities and needs.

See also Marxism
 . The most familiar form of communism is that established by the Bolsheviks after the Russian Revolution of 1917, and it has generally been understood in terms of the system practiced by the former Soviet Union and its allies in eastern Europe, in China since 1949, and in some developing countries such as Cuba, Vietnam, and North Korea. Communism embraced a revolutionary ideology in which the state would wither away after the overthrow of the capitalist system. In practice, however, the state grew to control all aspects of communist society. Communism in eastern Europe collapsed in the late 1980s and early 1990s against a background of failure to meet people's economic expectations, a shift to more democracy in political life, and increasing nationalism such as that which led to the breakup of the Soviet Union.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
communisme

 , from 
commun

 (see common
 ).





Communism Peak






former name (1962–98) for Ismail Samani Peak
 .









communist

 
/ˈkämyənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who supports or believes in the principles of communism




•
 
I was very left-wing, but I was never a communist.














II.
 
adjective




adhering to or based on the principles of communism




•
 
a French communist writer.














III.
 
derivatives





communistic

 
/ˌkämyəˈnistik /






adjective





















communitarianism

 
/kəˌmyo͞oniˈterēəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a theory or system of social organization based on small self-governing communities.




2.
 
an ideology that emphasizes the responsibility of the individual to the community and the social importance of the family unit.








II.
 
derivatives





communitarian






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from community
 + -arian
 , on the pattern of words such as 
unitarian

 .






community

 
/kəˈmyo͞onədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common




•
 
Rhode Island's Japanese community




•
 
the scientific community.










2.
 
a group of people living together in one place, especially one practicing common ownership




•
 
a community of nuns.










3.
 
a particular area or place considered together with its inhabitants




•
 
a rural community.










4.
 
a body of nations or states unified by common interests


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the European Community




•
 
the African Economic Community.










5.
 
(
the community

 )
 — the people of a district or country considered collectively, especially in the context of social values and responsibilities; society




•
 
preparing prisoners for life back in the community.










6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a worker or resource designed to serve the people of a particular area




•
 
community health services.










7.
 
a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, and goals




•
 
the sense of community that organized religion can provide.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a similarity or identity




•
 
writers who shared a community of interests.










9.
 
joint ownership or liability




•
 
a commitment to the community of goods.










10.
 


[Ecology]

 a group of interdependent organisms of different species growing or living together in a specified habitat




•
 
communities of insectivorous birds.














II.
 
phrases





the international community






the countries of the world considered collectively.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
comunete

 , reinforced by its source, Latin 
communitas

 , from 
communis

 (see common
 ).





community antenna television

 
CATV






noun




another term for cable television
 .













community architect





I.
 
noun




an architect working in consultation with local inhabitants in designing housing and other amenities.








II.
 
derivatives





community architecture






noun





















community bank






noun




a commercial bank that derives funds from and lends to the community where it operates, and is not affiliated with a multibank holding company.













community center

 
/kəˈmyo͞onədē ˈsen(t)ər/






noun




a place where people from a particular community can meet for social, educational, or recreational activities.













community chest

 
/kəˈmyo͞onədē CHest/






noun




a fund for charitable activities among the people in a particular area.













community college

 
/kəˈmyo͞onədē ˈkälij/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a nonresidential junior college offering courses to people living in a particular area.













community-minded






adjective




interested in helping the wider community; socially concerned




•
 
community-minded businesses




•
 
residents need to be community-minded and look out for each other.



















community organizer






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person whose job is to coordinate cooperative efforts and campaigning carried out by local residents to promote the interests of their community




•
 
he was the chief community organizer mobilizing residents against the destruction of the Oak Ridges Moraine.



















community organizing






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the coordination of cooperative efforts and campaigning carried out by local residents to promote the interests of their community




•
 
public school parents are now empowered to transform their child's failing school through community organizing.



















community policing






noun




the system of allocating police officers to particular areas so that they become familiar with the local inhabitants.













community property

 
/kəˈmyo͞onədē ˈpräpərdē/






noun




property owned jointly by a married couple.













community service

 
/kəˈmyo͞onədē ˈsərvəs/






noun



1.
 
voluntary work intended to help people in a particular area.




2.
 


[Law]

 unpaid work, intended to be of social use, that an offender is required to do instead of going to prison




•
 
sentenced to 600 hours of community service.



















community-supported agriculture

 


‹chiefly Canadian›

 community-shared agriculture






noun




a system in which a farm operation is supported by shareholders within the community who share both the benefits and risks of food production.













communiversity

 
/kəˌmyo͞onəˈvərsədē/





I.
 
noun




an organization representing a liaison between a college or university and the community where it is located


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a communiversity theater.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of 
community

 and 
university

 .





communize

 
/ˈkämyəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a country, people, or economic activity) to be organized on the principles of communism.








II.
 
derivatives





communization

 
/ˌkämyənəˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
communis

 (see common
 ) + -ize
 .






commutable

 
/kəˈmyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a place or journey) allowing regular commuting to and from work.




2.
 


‹rare›

 capable of being exchanged or converted.








II.
 
derivatives





commutability

 
/kəˌmyo͞odəˈbilədē /






noun





















commutate

 
/ˈkämyəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regulate or reverse the direction of (an alternating electric current), especially to make it a direct current.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
commutat-

 ‘changed altogether, exchanged, interchanged,’ from the verb 
commutare

 (see commute
 ).





commutation

 
/ˌkämyəˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
action or the process of commuting a judicial sentence.




2.
 
the conversion of a legal obligation or entitlement into another form, e.g., the replacement of an annuity or series of payments by a single payment.




3.
 
the process of commutating an electric current.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the property of having a commutative relation.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘exchange, barter,’ later ‘alteration’): from Latin 
commutatio(n-)

 , from 
commutare

 ‘exchange, interchange’ (see commute
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 16th cent.





commutation ticket






noun




a ticket issued at a reduced rate by a railroad or bus company, entitling the holder to travel a given route a fixed number of times or during a specified period.













commutative

 
/ˈkämyəˌtādiv kəˈmyo͞odədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 involving the condition that a group of quantities connected by operators gives the same result whatever the order of the quantities involved, e.g., 
a

 × 
b

 = 
b

 × 
a

 .




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
‹rare›

 relating to or involving substitution or exchange.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to transactions between people’): from French 
commutatif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
commutativus

 , from 
commutat-

 ‘exchanged,’ from the verb 
commutare

 (see commute
 ).





commutator

 
/ˈkämyəˌtādər/






noun



1.
 
an attachment, connected to the armature of a motor or generator, through which electrical connection is made and which ensures that the current flows as direct current.




2.
 
a device for reversing the direction of flow of electric current.














commute

 
/kəˈmyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — travel some distance between one's home and place of work on a regular basis




•
 
she 
commuted from

 Westport in 
to

 Grand Central Station.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reduce (a judicial sentence, especially a sentence of death) to one less severe




•
 
the governor recently commuted the sentences of dozens of women convicted of killing their husbands.










3.
 
(
commute something for/into

 )
 — change one kind of payment or obligation for (another).




4.
 
replace (an annuity or other series of payments) with a single payment




•
 
if he had commuted some of his pension, he would have received $330,000.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 (of two operations or quantities) have a commutative relationship.








II.
 
noun




a regular journey of some distance to and from one's place of work.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘interchange (two things)’): from Latin 
commutare

 , from 
com-

 ‘altogether’ + 
mutare

 ‘to change.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb originally meant to buy and use a 
commutation ticket

 , a dated term for ‘a season ticket’ (because the daily fare is commuted to a single payment).





commuter

 
/kəˈmyo͞odər/






noun




a person who travels some distance to work on a regular basis.




•
 
the company provides showers and lockers for bicycle commuters.



















commuter belt

 
/kəˈmyo͞odər belt/






noun




the area surrounding a city from which a large number of people travel to work each day.













Como, Lake

 
/ˈkōmō/






a lake in the foothills of the Alps in northern Italy.









Comodoro Rivadavia

 
/ˌkōmōˌdôrō ˌrēväˈdävēə/






a port in southeastern Argentina, on the Atlantic coast of Patagonia; pop. 142,800 (est. 2005).









comonomer

 
/kōˈmänəmər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 one of the monomers that constitutes a copolymer.













comorbidity

 
/ˌkōmôrˈbidədē/





I.
 
noun




the simultaneous presence of two chronic diseases or conditions in a patient




•
 
the comorbidity of anxiety and depression in Parkinson's disease.














II.
 
derivatives





comorbid






adjective





















Comoros

 
/ˈkäməˌrōz/






I.

1.
 
a country in Africa that consists of a group of islands in the Indian Ocean, north of Madagascar; pop. 752,400 (est. 2009); capital, Moroni; languages, French (official), Arabic (official), and Shikomore (a blend of Swahili and Arabic).





The islands were first visited by the English at the end of the 16th century. At that time and for long afterward, Arab influence was dominant. In the mid 19th century they came under French protection until 1974 when all but one of the four major islands voted for independence.




II.
 
derivatives





Comoran

 
/ˈkämərən, kəˈmôrən /






adjective, noun





















comp

 
/kämp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for:




2.
 
a composition.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a complimentary ticket or voucher.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 compensation.




5.
 
(also 
comp time

 )
 — compensatory time.




6.
 
a musical accompaniment.




7.
 
a comprehensive examination.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (music) as an accompaniment, especially in jazz or blues




•
 
if someone is comping chord changes, there are more textured harmonies




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he comps with an open, jangly sound.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 give (something) away free, especially as part of a promotion




•
 
the management did graciously comp our wine selection.










3.
 
short for composite
 .








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 complimentary; free




•
 
the average fan was unable to get comp press tickets.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for compensatory
 .













comp.






abbreviation



1.
 
companion.




2.
 
comparative.




3.
 
compensation.




4.
 
compilation.




5.
 
compiled.




6.
 
compiler.




7.
 
complete.




8.
 
composite.




9.
 
composition.




10.
 
compositor.




11.
 
comprehensive.













compact1






I.
 
adjective

 — 
/kəmˈpakt ˈkämˌpakt /



1.
 
closely and neatly packed together; dense




•
 
a compact cluster of houses.










2.
 
having all the necessary components or features neatly fitted into a small space




•
 
a compact car.










3.
 
(of a person or animal) small, solid, and well-proportioned.




4.
 
(of speech or writing) concise in expression




•
 
a compact summary of the play.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
compact of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 composed or made up of




•
 
towns compact of wooden houses.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/kəmˈpakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exert force on (something) to make it more dense; compress




•
 
the soil may be compacted by iron oxide




•
 (as 
adj.

 
compacted

 )
 
compacted paper waste.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a substance) become compressed




•
 
the snow hardened and compacted.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 form (something) by pressing its component parts firmly together.




4.
 
express in fewer words; condense




•
 
the ideas are 
compacted into

 two sentences.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämˌpakt /



1.
 
a small flat case containing face powder, a mirror, and a powder puff.




2.
 
something that is a small and conveniently shaped example of its kind, in particular




3.
 
short for compact car
 .




4.
 


[Metallurgy]

 a mass of powdered metal compacted together in preparation for sintering.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compaction

 
/kəmˈpakSHən /






noun













2.
 
compactly

 
/kəmˈpak(t)lē ˈkämˌpak(t)lē /






adverb













3.
 
compactness

 
/kəmˈpak(t)nəs ˈkämˌpak(t)nəs /






noun













4.
 
compactor

 
/kəmˈpaktər ˈkämˌpaktər /

 
compacter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
compact-

 ‘closely put together, joined,’ from the verb 
compingere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
pangere

 ‘fasten.’





compact2






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämˌpakt /



1.
 
a formal agreement or contract between two or more parties.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkämˌpakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or enter into (a formal agreement) with another party or parties




•
 
the Democratic Party compacted an alliance with dissident groups.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
compactum

 , past participle of 
compacisci

 , from 
com-

 ‘with’ + 
pacisci

 ‘make a covenant.’ Compare with pact
 .






compact car






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a medium-sized car.













compact disc

 
/ˈˌkämpakt ˈdisk /

 
compact disk
 , CD






noun




a small plastic disc on which music or other digital information is stored, and from which the information can be read using reflected laser light.

See also CD-ROM
 .













compact fluorescent light bulb






noun




a low-wattage energy-efficient fluorescent light bulb designed for use in standard lighting equipment such as table lamps.













compadre

 
/kəmˈpädrā/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a way of addressing or referring to a friend or companion.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘godfather,’ hence‘benefactor, friend.’ Compare with compère
 and gossip
 .





compand

 
/kəmˈpand/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the signal-to-noise ratio of (a signal) using a compander.











– origin

 1950s: back-formation from compander
 .






compander

 
/kəmˈpandər /

 
compandor





I.
 
noun




a device that improves the signal-to-noise ratio of an electrical signal by compressing the range of amplitudes of the signal before transmission, and then expanding it on reproduction or reception.











– origin

 1930s: blend of compressor
 and 
expander

 (see expand
 ).






companion1


 
/kəmˈpanyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or animal with whom one spends a lot of time or with whom one travels




•
 
his traveling companion




•
 


‹figurative›

 fear became my constant companion.










2.
 
a person who shares the experiences of another, especially when these are unpleasant or unwelcome




•
 
my 
companions in

 misfortune.










3.
 
a person's long-term sexual partner outside marriage.




4.
 
a person, especially an unmarried or widowed woman, employed to live with and assist another.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 a star, galaxy, or other celestial object that is close to or associated with another.




6.
 
one of a pair of things intended to complement or match each other


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a companion volume.










7.
 
[usu. in 
names

 ]
 — a book that provides information about a particular subject




•
 
the Oxford Companion to English Literature.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a piece of equipment containing objects used in a particular activity




•
 
a traveler's companion.










9.
 
(
Companion

 )
 — a member of the lowest grade of certain orders of knighthood.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 accompany




•
 
he is companioned by a pageboy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
compaignon

 , literally ‘one who breaks bread with another,’ based on Latin 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
panis

 ‘bread.’





companion2


 
/kəmˈpanyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Nautical]

 a covering over the hatchway leading below decks.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 a raised frame with windows on the quarterdeck of a ship to allow light into the decks below.




3.
 


[Nautical]

 short for companionway
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
kompanje

 (earlier form of 
kampanje

 ) ‘quarterdeck,’ from Old French 
compagne

 , from Italian 
(camera della) compagna

 ‘(storeroom for) provisions.’





companionable

 
/kəmˈpanyənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) friendly and sociable




•
 
a companionable young man.










2.
 
(of a shared situation) relaxed and pleasant




•
 
they walked in companionable silence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
companionability

 
/kəmˌpanyənəˈˌbilətē /






noun













2.
 
companionableness






noun













3.
 
companionably

 
/kəmˈpanyənəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
companiable

 , influenced by companion
 1
 .





companion animal






noun




a pet or other domestic animal.













companionate

 
/kəmˈpanyənət/






adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 (of a marriage or relationship) between partners or spouses as equal companions.




2.
 


‹formal›

 (of a person) acting as a companion.













companion planting





I.
 
noun




the close planting of different plants that enhance each other's growth or protect each other from pests.








II.
 
derivatives





companion plant






noun





















companionship

 
/kəmˈpanyənˌSHip/






noun




a feeling of fellowship or friendship.














companionway

 
/kəmˈpanyənˌwā/






noun




a set of steps leading from a ship's deck down to a cabin or lower deck.














company

 
/ˈkəmp(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a commercial business




•
 
a shipping company




•
 [in 
names

 ]
 
the Ford Motor Company




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a company director.










2.
 
the fact or condition of being with another or others, especially in a way that provides friendship and enjoyment




•
 
I could do with some company.










3.
 
a person or people seen as a source of such friendship and enjoyment




•
 
she is excellent company.










4.
 
the person or group of people whose society someone is currently sharing




•
 
he was silent among such distinguished company.










5.
 
a visiting person or group of people




•
 
I'm expecting company.










6.
 
a number of individuals gathered together, especially for a particular purpose




•
 
the mayor addressed the assembled company.










7.
 
a body of soldiers, especially the smallest subdivision of an infantry battalion, typically commanded by a major or captain




•
 
the troops of C Company.










8.
 
a group of actors, singers, or dancers who perform together




•
 
a touring opera company.










9.
 
(
the Company

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the Central Intelligence Agency.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
company with

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 associate with; keep company with




•
 
these men which have companied with us all this time.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 accompany (someone)




•
 
the fair dame, companied by Statius and myself.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
and company





a.
 
used after a person's name to denote those people usually associated with them




•
 
the psycholinguistics of Jacques Lacan and company.










b.
 
used in the name of a business to denote other unspecified partners




•
 
Little, Brown and Company.















2.
 
be in good company






be in the same situation as someone important or respected




•
 
if you spot the ghost, you are in good company: King George V saw it too.















3.
 
in company






with another person or a group of people




•
 
you were never to mention in company your father's uncle.















4.
 
in company with






together with




•
 
the U.S. dollar went through a bad patch in 1986, in company with the oil market.















5.
 
keep someone company





a.
 
accompany or spend time with someone in order to prevent them from feeling lonely or bored.




b.
 
engage in the same activity as someone else in order to be sociable




•
 
I'll have a drink myself, just to keep you company.















6.
 
keep company with





a.
 
associate with habitually




•
 
we don't especially care for the people he's been keeping company with.










b.
 
have a social or romantic relationship with; date




•
 
are you keeping company with anyone special these days?















7.
 
part company






see part
 .















– origin

 Middle English (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun and 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
compainie

 ; related to 
compaignon

 (see companion
 1
 ).





company car

 
/ˈkəmp(ə)nē kär/






noun




a car provided by a company for the business and sometimes private use of an employee.













company officer

 
/ˈkəmp(ə)nē ˈôfəsər ˈäfəsər/






noun




an army officer serving within an infantry company.














comparable

 
/ˈkämp(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or thing) able to be likened to another; similar




•
 
flaked stone and bone tools 
comparable to

 Neanderthal man's tools.










2.
 
of equivalent quality; worthy of comparison




•
 
nobody is comparable with this athlete.














II.
 
derivatives





comparability

 
/ˌkämp(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
comparabilis

 , from the verb 
comparare

 (see compare
 ). / 
usage:

 The correct pronunciation in standard English is with the stress on the first syllable rather than the second: 
com

 parable, not com
par

 able.





comparably

 
/ˈkämpərəblē/






adverb




in a similar way or to a similar degree




•
 
a comparably priced CD player.



















comparatist

 
/kəmˈperədəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who carries out comparative study, especially of language or literature.











– origin

 1930s: from comparative
 + -ist
 .






comparative

 
/kəmˈperədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
perceptible by comparison; relative




•
 
he returned to the comparative comfort of his own home.










2.
 
of or involving comparison between two or more branches of science or subjects of study




•
 
comparative religion.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective or adverb) expressing a higher degree of a quality, but not the highest possible (e.g., 
braver

 ; 
more fiercely

 ).

Contrasted with positive
 , superlative
 .




4.
 
(of a clause) involving comparison (e.g., 
their memory is not as good as it used to be

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a comparative adjective or adverb.




2.
 
(
the comparative

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the middle degree of comparison.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective): from Latin 
comparativus

 , from 
comparare

 ‘to pair, match’ (see compare
 ).





comparative advantage






noun




the ability of an individual or group to carry out a particular economic activity (such as making a specific product) more efficiently than another activity.













comparative linguistics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of similarities and differences between languages, in particular the comparison of related languages with a view to reconstructing forms in their lost parent languages.













comparatively

 
/kəmˈperədivlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to a moderate degree as compared to something else; relatively




•
 
inflation was comparatively low.



















comparator

 
/kəmˈperədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for comparing a measurable property or thing with a reference or standard.




2.
 
an electronic circuit for comparing two electrical signals.




3.
 
something used as a standard for comparison.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
comparat-

 ‘paired, matched,’ from the verb 
comparare

 (see compare
 ) + -or
 1
 .






compare

 
/kəmˈper/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate, measure, or note the similarity or dissimilarity between




•
 
individual schools 
compared

 their facilities 
with

 those of others in the area




•
 
the survey compares prices in different countries




•
 
total attendance figures were 28,000, 
compared to

 40,000 at last year's event.










2.
 
(
compare something to

 )
 — point out the resemblances to; liken to




•
 
her novel was compared to the work of Daniel Defoe.










3.
 
(
compare something to

 )
 — draw an analogy between one thing and (another) for the purposes of explanation or clarification




•
 
he compared the religions to different paths toward the peak of the same mountain.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have a specified relationship with another thing or person in terms of nature or quality




•
 
salaries 
compare

 favorably 
with

 those of other professions.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be of an equal or similar nature or quality




•
 
sales were modest and cannot 
compare with

 the glory days of 1989.










6.
 
(usu. 
be compared

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 form the comparative and superlative degrees of (an adjective or an adverb)




•
 
words of one syllable are usually compared by “-er” and “-est.”














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond (or without) compare






of a quality or nature surpassing all others of the same kind




•
 
a diamond beyond compare.















2.
 
compare notes






(of two or more people) exchange ideas, opinions, or information about a particular subject.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
comparer

 , from Latin 
comparare

 , from 
compar

 ‘like, equal,’ from 
com-

 ‘with’ + 
par

 ‘equal.’ / 
usage:

 Traditionally, 
compare to

 is used when similarities are noted in dissimilar things: shall I compare thee to a summer's day? To 
compare with

 is to look for either differences or similarities, usually in similar things: compare the candidate's claims with his actual performance. In practice, however, this distinction is rarely maintained. See also usage at contrast
 .





comparison

 
/kəmˈperəsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the act or instance of comparing




•
 
they 
drew a comparison between

 Gandhi's teaching and that of other teachers




•
 
the two books invite comparison with one another.










2.
 
an analogy




•
 
perhaps the best comparison is that of seasickness.










3.
 
the quality of being similar or equivalent




•
 
if you want a thrill, there's no comparison to climbing on a truck and going out there on the expressway.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 the formation of the comparative and superlative forms of adjectives and adverbs.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bear (or stand) comparison






be of sufficient quality to be likened favorably to someone or something of the same kind




•
 
it can 
stand comparison with

 any publishing house.















2.
 
beyond comparison






another way of saying beyond compare
 (see compare
 ).









3.
 
by/in comparison






when compared




•
 
computer-based communication is extremely fast 
in comparison with

 telephone or postal services.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comparesoun

 , from Latin 
comparatio(n-)

 , from 
comparare

 ‘to pair, match’ (see compare
 ).





comparison shopping





I.
 
noun




the practice of comparing the price of products or services from different vendors before buying.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
comparison-shop






verb













2.
 
comparison shopper






noun





















compartment

 
/kəmˈpärtmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a separate section or part of something, in particular




2.
 
a division of a railroad car marked by partitions




•
 
a first-class compartment.










3.
 
a section of a container in which certain items can be kept separate from others




•
 
there's some ice cream in the freezer compartment.










4.
 
a watertight section of a ship




•
 
the aft cargo compartment.










5.
 
an area in which something can be considered in isolation from other things




•
 
religion and politics should be kept in different compartments.










6.
 


[Heraldry]

 a grassy mound or other support depicted below a shield.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be compartmented

 )


1.
 
divide (something) into separate parts or sections




•
 
the buildings are to be compartmented by fire walls.














III.
 
derivatives





compartmentation

 
/kəmˌpärtˌmenˈtāSHən, -mən- /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
compartiment

 , from Italian 
compartimento

 , from 
compartire

 , from late Latin 
compartiri

 ‘divide.’





compartmental

 
/kəmˌpärtˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by division into separate sections




•
 
the compartmental interior of the church.














II.
 
derivatives





compartmentally






adverb





















compartmentalize

 
/kəmˌpärtˈmen(t)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into sections or categories




•
 
he had the ability to compartmentalize his life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compartmentalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
compartmentalization

 
/kəmˌpärtˌmen(t)ələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















compartment syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition resulting from increased pressure within a confined body space, especially of the leg or forearm.













compass

 
/ˈkəmpəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
magnetic compass

 )
 — an instrument containing a magnetized pointer that shows the direction of magnetic north and bearings from it.

The use of the compass for navigation at sea was reported from China 
c.

 1100, western Europe 1187, Arabia 
c.

 1220, and Scandinavia 
c.

 1300, although it probably dates from much earlier. Since the early 20th century the magnetic compass has been superseded by the gyrocompass as primary equipment for ships and aircraft.




2.
 
(also 
pair of compasses

 )
 — an instrument for drawing circles and arcs and measuring distances between points, consisting of two arms linked by a movable joint, one arm ending in a point and the other usually carrying a pencil or pen.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the range or scope of something




•
 
the event had political repercussions that are 
beyond the compass of

 this book.










4.
 
the enclosing limits of an area




•
 
this region had within its compass many types of agriculture.










5.
 
the range of notes that can be produced by a voice or a musical instrument




•
 
the cellos were playing in a rather somber part of their compass.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 go around (something) in a circular course




•
 
the ship wherein Magellan compassed the world.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 surround or enclose on all sides




•
 
they were compassed with numerous fierce and cruel tribes.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 contrive to accomplish (something)




•
 
he compassed his end only by the exercise of violence.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
compas

 (noun), 
compasser

 (verb), based on Latin 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
passus

 ‘a step or pace.’ Several senses (‘measure,’ ‘artifice,’ ‘circumscribed area,’ and ‘pair of compasses’) that appeared in Middle English are also found in Old French, but their development and origin are uncertain. The transference of sense to the magnetic compass is held to have occurred in the related Italian word 
compasso

 , from the circular shape of the compass box.





compass card

 
/ˈkəmpəs kärd/






noun




a circular rotating card showing the 32 principal bearings, forming the indicator of a magnetic compass.














compassion

 
/kəmˈpaSHən/





I.
 
noun




sympathetic pity and concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others




•
 
the victims should be treated with compassion.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
compassio(n-)

 , from 
compati

 ‘suffer with.’





compassionate

 
/kəmˈpaSHənət/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing sympathy and concern for others.








II.
 
derivatives





compassionately

 
/kəmˈpaSH(ə)nətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from compassion
 + -ate
 2
 , influenced by archaic French 
compassioné

 ‘feeling pity.’





compassionate leave

 
/kəmˈpaSHənət lēv/






noun




a period of absence from work granted to someone as the result of particular personal circumstances, especially the death of a close relative.













compassion fatigue






noun




indifference to charitable appeals on behalf of those who are suffering, experienced as a result of the frequency or number of such appeals.














compass rose

 
/ˈkəmpəs rōz/






noun




a circle showing the principal directions printed on a map or chart.













compass saw

 
/ˈkəmpəs sô/






noun




a handsaw with a narrow blade for cutting curves.













compatibility

 
/kəmˌpadəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
a state in which two things are able to exist or occur together without problems or conflict




•
 
he argues for the compatibility of science and religion.










2.
 
a feeling of sympathy and friendship; like-mindedness




•
 
they felt the bond of true compatibility.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the ability of one computer, piece of software, etc., to work with another.




•
 
software compatibility is another important factor to consider.




















compatible

 
/kəmˈpadəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of two things) able to exist or occur together without conflict




•
 
the fruitiness of Beaujolais is 
compatible with

 a number of meat dishes.










2.
 
(of two people) able to have a harmonious relationship: well-suited




•
 
it's a pity we're not compatible.










3.
 
(of one thing) consistent with another




•
 
the symptoms were compatible with gastritis or a peptic ulcer.










4.
 
(of a computer, a piece of software, or other device) able to be used with a specified piece of equipment or software without special adaptation or modification




•
 
the printer is fully compatible with all leading software.














II.
 
noun




a computer that can use software designed for another make or type.








III.
 
derivatives





compatibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from medieval Latin 
compatibilis

 , from 
compati

 ‘suffer with.’





compatriot

 
/kəmˈpātrēət/





I.
 
noun




a fellow citizen or national of a country




•
 
Stich defeated his compatriot Boris Becker in the quarterfinals.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
compatriote

 , from late Latin 
compatriota

 (translating Greek 
sumpatriōtēs

 ), from 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
patriota

 (see patriot
 ).





compeer

 
/ˈkämpēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 a person of equal rank, status, or ability




•
 
he was better versed in his profession than his compeers.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 a companion or associate.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
comper

 , from 
com-

 ‘with’ + 
per

 , from Latin 
par

 ‘equal’ (compare with peer
 2
 ).






compel

 
/kəmˈpel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force or oblige (someone) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
a sense of duty compelled Harry to answer her questions.










2.
 
bring about (something) by the use of force or pressure




•
 
they may compel a witness's attendance at court by issue of a summons.










3.
 


‹literary›

 drive forcibly




•
 
by heav'n's high will compell'd from shore to shore.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
compellere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
pellere

 ‘drive.’





compellable

 
/kəmˈpeləbəl/






adjective






[Law]

 (of a witness) able to be made to attend court or testify.













compelling

 
/kəmˈpeliNG/






adjective



1.
 
evoking interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way




•
 
his eyes were strangely compelling




•
 
a compelling film.










2.
 
not able to be refuted; inspiring conviction




•
 
compelling evidence




•
 
a compelling argument.










3.
 
not able to be resisted; overwhelming




•
 
the temptation to give up was compelling.



















compellingly

 
/kəmˈpeliNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that evokes interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way




•
 
this book is beautifully illustrated and compellingly narrated




•
 
compellingly honest paintings.










2.
 
in a convincing way that is not easily refuted




•
 
an ambitious, compellingly argued book




•
 
this assumption has never been compellingly demonstrated.



















compendious

 
/kəmˈpendēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 containing or presenting the essential facts of something in a comprehensive but concise way




•
 
a compendious study.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compendiously






adverb













2.
 
compendiousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
compendieux

 , from Latin 
compendiosus

 ‘advantageous, brief,’ from 
compendium

 ‘profit, saving, abbreviation.’





compendium

 
/kəmˈpendēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of concise but detailed information about a particular subject, especially in a book or other publication.




2.
 
a collection of things, especially one systematically gathered




•
 
the program is a compendium of outtakes from our archives.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin,‘profit, saving’ (literally ‘what is weighed together’), from 
compendere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
pendere

 ‘weigh.’





compensable

 
/kəmˈpensəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a loss or hardship) for which compensation can be obtained.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from 
compenser

 , from Latin 
compensare

 ‘weigh (something) against (another).’






compensate

 
/ˈkämpənˌsāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (someone) something, typically money, in recognition of loss, suffering, or injury incurred; recompense




•
 
payments were made to farmers to 
compensate

 them 
for

 cuts in subsidies.










2.
 
pay (someone) for work performed




•
 
he will be richly compensated for his efforts.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
compensate for

 )
 — make up for (something unwelcome or unpleasant) by exerting an opposite force or effect




•
 
officials have boosted levies to compensate for huge deficits.










4.
 
act to neutralize or correct (a deficiency or abnormality in a physical property or effect)




•
 
the output voltage rises, compensating for the original fall.










5.
 


[Psychology]

 attempt to conceal or offset (a disability or frustration) by development in another direction




•
 
they identified with radical movements to compensate for their inability to relate to individual human beings.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Mechanics]

 provide (a pendulum) with extra or less weight to neutralize the effects of temperature, etc.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compensative

 
/kəmˈpensədiv ˈkämp(ə)nˌsādiv /






adjective













2.
 
compensator

 
/ˈkämp(ə)nˌsādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘counterbalance’): from Latin 
compensat-

 ‘weighed against,’ from the verb 
compensare

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
pensare

 (frequentative of 
pendere

 ‘weigh’).





compensation

 
/ˌkämpənˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something, typically money, awarded to someone as a recompense for loss, injury, or suffering




•
 
seeking compensation for injuries suffered at work




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a compensation claim.










2.
 
the action or process of awarding someone money as a recompense for loss, injury, or suffering




•
 
the compensation of victims.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the money received by an employee from an employer as a salary or wages.




4.
 
something that counterbalances or makes up for an undesirable or unwelcome state of affairs




•
 
the gray streets of London were small compensation for the loss of her beloved Africa




•
 
getting older has some compensations.










5.
 


[Psychology]

 the process of concealing or offsetting a psychological difficulty by developing in another direction.








II.
 
derivatives





compensational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
compensatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
compensare

 ‘weigh against’ (see compensate
 ).





compensation pendulum






noun






[Physics]

 a pendulum constructed from metals with differing coefficients of expansion in order to neutralize the effects of temperature variation.














compensatory

 
/kəmˈpensəˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
(of a payment) intended to recompense someone who has experienced loss, suffering, or injury




•
 
$50 million in compensatory damages.










2.
 
reducing or offsetting the unpleasant or unwelcome effects of something




•
 
the government is taking compensatory actions to keep the interest rate constant.



















compensatory time






noun




an arrangement by which eligible employees are entitled to time off in lieu of overtime pay.














compère

 
/ˈkämˌper /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun




a person who introduces the performers or contestants in a variety show; host.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a compère for (such a show).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘godfather.’






compete

 
/kəmˈpēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strive to gain or win something by defeating or establishing superiority over others who are trying to do the same




•
 
universities are 
competing for

 applicants




•
 
he 
competed with

 a number of other candidates




•
 (as 
adj.

 
competing

 )
 
competing political ideologies.










2.
 
take part in a contest




•
 
he 
competed in

 numerous track meets as a child.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
competere

 , in its late sense ‘strive or contend for (something),’ from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
petere

 ‘aim at, seek.’






competence

 
/ˈkämpədəns /

 
competency






noun



1.
 
the ability to do something successfully or efficiently




•
 
the players displayed varying degrees of competence.










2.
 
the legal authority of a court or other body to deal with a particular matter




•
 
the court's competence has been accepted.










3.
 
the ability of a criminal defendant to stand trial, as gauged by their mental ability to understand the proceedings and to assist defense lawyers.




4.
 
(also 
linguistic

 or 
language competence

 )
 — 

[Linguistics]

 a speaker's subconscious, intuitive knowledge of the rules of their language.

Often contrasted with performance
 .




5.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 effective performance of the normal function.




6.
 


‹dated›

 an income large enough to live on, typically unearned




•
 
he found himself with an ample competence and no obligations.




















competent

 
/ˈkämpədənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the necessary ability, knowledge, or skill to do something successfully




•
 
a highly competent surgeon




•
 
make sure the firm is 
competent to

 carry out the work.










2.
 
(of a person) efficient and capable




•
 
an infinitely competent mother of three.










3.
 
acceptable and satisfactory, though not outstanding




•
 
she spoke quite competent French.










4.
 
(chiefly of a court or other body) accepted as having legal authority to deal with a particular matter




•
 
the governor was not the 
competent authority

 to deal with the matter.










5.
 
(of a criminal defendant) able to understand the charges and to aid in defending themselves.




6.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 capable of performing the normal function effectively.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘suitable, adequate’): from Latin 
competent-

 , from the verb 
competere

 in its earlier sense ‘be fit or proper’ (see compete
 ).





competently

 
/ˈkämpitən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in an efficient and capable way




•
 
our government's ability to cope competently with disasters




•
 
one of the most competently directed comedies in recent years.










2.
 
in an acceptable and satisfactory, though not outstanding, way




•
 
it's only competently sung and it's all but devoid of character.



















competition

 
/ˌkämpəˈtiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the activity or condition of competing




•
 
there is fierce 
competition between

 banks




•
 
at this conservatory, 
competition for

 admissions is stiff.










2.
 
an event or contest in which people compete




•
 
a beauty competition.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the person or people with whom one is competing, especially in a commercial or sporting arena; the opposition




•
 
I walked around to check out the competition.










4.
 


[Ecology]

 interaction between organisms, populations, or species, in which birth, growth and death depend on gaining a share of a limited environmental resource.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
competitio(n-)

 ‘rivalry,’ from 
competere

 ‘strive for’ (see compete
 ).





competitive

 
/kəmˈpedədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characterized by competition




•
 
a competitive sport




•
 
the intensely competitive newspaper industry.










2.
 
having or displaying a strong desire to be more successful than others




•
 
she had a competitive streak.










3.
 
as good as or better than others of a comparable nature




•
 
a car industry competitive with any in the world.










4.
 
(of prices) low enough to compare well with those of rival merchants




•
 
we offer prompt service at competitive rates.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
competit-

 ‘striven for,’ from the verb 
competere

 (see compete
 ), + -ive
 .





competitive advantage






noun




a condition or circumstance that puts a company in a favorable or superior business position




•
 
expansion is vital to maintaining a competitive advantage.



















competitive exclusion






noun






[Ecology]

 the inevitable elimination from a habitat of one of two different species with identical needs for resources.













competitively

 
/kəmˈpedədəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that strives to gain or win something by defeating others




•
 
I began swimming competitively nearly 30 years ago




•
 
they were clamouring competitively for her attention.










2.
 
in a way that compares favorably with others of the same nature, particularly in relation to price




•
 
we will have to do some outsourcing to stay competitively priced.



















competitiveness

 
/kəmˈpedidivnəs/






noun



1.
 
possession of a strong desire to be more successful than others




•
 
a lot of people get wrapped up in competitiveness and jealousy.










2.
 
the quality of being as good as or better than others of a comparable nature




•
 
the competitiveness of the agricultural sector.










3.
 
the quality of comparing well with rival traders in terms of pricing




•
 
shoppers are often pleasantly surprised by the competitiveness of the prices.



















competitor

 
/kəmˈpedədər/






noun



1.
 
an organization or country that is engaged in commercial or economic competition with others




•
 
our main industrial competitors.










2.
 
a person who takes part in an athletic contest.













compilation

 
/ˌkämpəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of producing something, especially a list, book, or report, by assembling information collected from other sources




•
 
great care has been taken in the compilation of this guidebook.










2.
 
a thing, especially a book, record, or broadcast program, that is put together by assembling previously separate items




•
 
there are thirty-three stories in this compilation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a compilation album.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
compilatio(n-)

 , from 
compilare

 ‘to plunder’ (see compile
 ).






compile

 
/kəmˈpīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce (something, especially a list, report, or book) by assembling information collected from other sources




•
 
the local authority must compile a list of taxpayers.










2.
 
collect (information) in order to produce something




•
 
the figures were compiled from a survey of 2,000 schoolchildren.










3.
 
accumulate (a specified score)




•
 
the 49ers have compiled a league-leading 14–2 record.










4.
 


[Computing]

 (of a computer) convert (a program) into a machine-code or lower-level form in which the program can be executed.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
compiler

 or its apparent source, Latin 
compilare

 ‘plunder or plagiarize.’





compiler

 
/kəmˈpīlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who produces a list or book by assembling information or written material collected from other sources




•
 
this passage was revised in different ways by later compilers.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a program that converts instructions into a machine-code or lower-level form so that they can be read and executed by a computer




•
 
conversion would require more than just running it through a different compiler.



















comping

 
/ˈkämpiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of making composite images, especially electronically.




2.
 
the action of playing a musical accompaniment, especially in jazz or blues.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the practice of entering competitions, especially those promoting consumer products.








II.
 
derivatives





comper

 
/ˈkämpər /






noun




(
 — 

(Brit.)

 comping
 (
sense

 3)





















complacency

 
/kəmˈplāsənsē /

 
complacence





I.
 
noun




a feeling of smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one's achievements




•
 
the figures are better, but there are no grounds for complacency.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
complacentia

 , from Latin 
complacere

 ‘to please.’





complacent

 
/kəmˈplās(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




showing smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one's achievements




•
 
you can't afford to be complacent about security.














II.
 
derivatives





complacently

 
/kəmˈplāsntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pleasant’): from Latin 
complacent-

 ‘pleasing,’ from the verb 
complacere

 . / 
usage:

 
Complacent

 and 
complaisant

 are two words that are similar in pronunciation and that both come from the Latin verb 
complacere

 ‘to please,’ but in English do not mean the same thing. 
Complacent

 is the more common word and means ‘smug and self-satisfied’: after four consecutive championships, the team became complacent. 
Complaisant

 , on the other hand, means ‘willing to please’: 
the local people proved 
complaisant

 and cordial

 .






complain

 
/kəmˈplān/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express dissatisfaction or annoyance about a state of affairs or an event




•
 
local authorities complained that they lacked sufficient resources




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
“You never listen to me,” Larry complained




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we all 
complained

 bitterly 
about

 the food.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
complain of

 )
 — state that one is suffering from (a pain or other symptom of illness)




•
 
her husband began to complain of headaches.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — state a grievance




•
 
they 
complained to

 the French government.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 make a mournful sound




•
 
let the warbling flute complain.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a structure or mechanism) groan or creak under strain.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
complainer

 
/kəmˈplānər /






noun













2.
 
complainingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
complaindre

 , from medieval Latin 
complangere

 ‘bewail,’ from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
plangere

 ‘to lament.’





complainant

 
/kəmˈplānənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a plaintiff in certain lawsuits.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
complaignant

 , present participle of 
complaindre

 ‘to lament’ (see complain
 ).





complaint

 
/kəmˈplānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement that a situation is unsatisfactory or unacceptable




•
 
I intend to make an official complaint




•
 
there were complaints that the building was an eyesore.










2.
 
a reason for dissatisfaction




•
 
I have no complaints about the hotel.










3.
 
the expression of dissatisfaction




•
 
a letter of complaint




•
 
he hasn't any cause for complaint.










4.
 


[Law]

 the plaintiff's reasons for proceeding in a civil action.




5.
 
an illness or medical condition, especially a relatively minor one




•
 
she is receiving treatment for her skin complaint.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
complainte

 , feminine past participle of 
complaindre

 ‘to lament’ (see complain
 ).





complaisant

 
/kəmˈplāsənt/





I.
 
adjective




willing to please others; obliging; agreeable




•
 
when unharnessed, Northern dogs are peaceful and complaisant.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
complaisance

 
/kəmˈplās(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
complaisantly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from 
complaire

 ‘acquiesce in order to please,’ from Latin 
complacere

 ‘to please.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at complacent
 .





compleat

 
/kəmˈplēt/






adjective, verb




archaic spelling of complete
 .













complected

 
/kəmˈplektəd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 having a specified complexion




•
 
lighter-complected invaders from the north.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: apparently from complexion
 .





complement





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämpləmənt /



1.
 
a thing that completes or brings to perfection




•
 
the libretto proved a perfect 
complement to

 the music.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a number or quantity of something required to make a group complete




•
 
at the moment we have 
a full complement of

 staff.










3.
 
the number of people required to crew a ship




•
 
almost half the ship's complement of 322 were wounded.










4.
 


[Geometry]

 the amount in degrees by which a given angle is less than 90°.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 the members of a set that are not members of a given subset.




6.
 


[Grammar]

 one or more words, phrases, or clauses governed by a verb (or by a nominalization or a predicative adjective) that complete the meaning of the predicate.




7.
 
(in systemic grammar) an adjective or noun that has the same reference as either the subject (as 
mad

 in 
he is mad

 ) or the object (as 
mad

 in 
he drove her mad

 ).




8.
 


[Physiology]

 a group of proteins present in blood plasma and tissue fluid that combine with an antigen–antibody complex to bring about the lysis of foreign cells.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkämpləˌment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add to (something) in a way that enhances or improves it; make perfect




•
 
a classic blazer complements a look that's stylish or casual.










2.
 
add to or make complete




•
 
the proposals complement the incentives already available.














III.
 
derivatives





complemental

 
/ˌkämpləˈmentl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘completion’): from Latin 
complementum

 , from 
complere

 ‘fill up’ (see complete
 ). Compare with compliment
 . / 
usage:

 
Complement

 and 
compliment

 (together with related words such as 
complementary

 and 
complimentary

 ) are frequently confused. They are pronounced in the same way but have quite different meanings: as a verb, 
complement

 means ‘add to something in a way that enhances or improves,’ as in a classic blazer 
complements

 a look that's smart or casual, while 
compliment

 means ‘admire and praise someone for something,’ as in he 
complimented

 her on her appearance. 
Complementary

 means ‘forming a complement or addition, completing,’ as in I purchased a suit with a complementary tie. This is often confused with 
complimentary

 , for which one sense is ‘given freely, as a courtesy’: honeymooners receive complimentary fruit and flowers.





complementarity

 
/ˌkämpləmenˈterədē/






noun



1.
 
a complementary relationship or situation




•
 
a culture based on the complementarity of men and women.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the concept that two contrasted theories, such as the wave and particle theories of light, may be able to explain a set of phenomena, although each separately only accounts for some aspects.




3.
 


[Law]

 the principle that jurisdictions will not overlap in legislation, administration, or prosecution of crime.













complementary

 
/ˌkämpləˈment(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
combining in such a way as to enhance or emphasize the qualities of each other or another




•
 
three guitarists playing interlocking, complementary parts




•
 
Internet technology is actually 
complementary to

 traditional technologies.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 (of gene sequences, nucleotides, etc.) related by the rules of base pairing.




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to complementary medicine




•
 
complementary therapies such as aromatherapy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
complementarily

 
/ˌkämpləˈmentrəlē, -menˈterəlē /






adverb













2.
 
complementariness






noun





















complementary angle






noun




either of two angles whose sum is 90°.













complementary colors






plural noun




colors directly opposite each other in the color spectrum, such as red and green or blue and orange, that when combined in the right proportions, produce white light.













complementary distribution

 
/ˌkämpləˈmen(t)ərē ˌkämpləˈmentrē ˌdistrəˈbyo͞oSHən/






noun






[Linguistics]

 the occurrence of speech sounds in mutually exclusive contexts.













complementary DNA






noun






[Biochemistry]

 synthetic DNA in which the sequence of bases is complementary to that of a given example of DNA.













complementary function






noun






[Mathematics]

 the part of the general solution of a linear differential equation that is the general solution of the associated homogeneous equation obtained by substituting zero for the terms not containing the dependent variable.














complementary medicine






noun




any of a range of medical therapies that fall beyond the scope of scientific medicine but may be used alongside it in the treatment of disease and ill health. Examples include acupuncture and osteopathy.

See also alternative medicine
 .













complementation

 
/ˌkämpləmenˈtāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of complementing something.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 all the clause constituents that are governed by a verb, nominalization, or adjective.




3.
 


[Genetics]

 the phenomenon by which the effects of two different nonallelic mutations in a gene are partly or entirely canceled out when they occur together.













complement fixation test






noun






[Medicine]

 a test for infection with a microorganism that involves measuring the amount of complement available in serum to bind with an antibody–antigen complex.













complementizer

 
/ˈkämpləˌmenˌtīzər, -mən-/






noun






[Grammar]

 a word or morpheme that marks an embedded clause as functioning as a complement, typically a subordinating conjunction or infinitival 
to

 .














complete

 
/kəmˈplēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having all the necessary or appropriate parts




•
 
a complete list of courses offered by the college




•
 
no wardrobe is complete this year without culottes.










2.
 
entire; full




•
 
I only managed one complete term at school.










3.
 
having run its full course; finished




•
 
the restoration of the chapel is complete.










4.
 
(often used for emphasis) to the greatest extent or degree; total




•
 
a complete ban on smoking




•
 
their marriage came as a complete surprise to me.










5.
 
(also 
compleat

 )
 — 

‹chiefly humorous›

 skilled at every aspect of a particular activity; consummate




•
 
these articles are for the compleat mathematician.







[the spelling 
compleat

 is a revival of the 17th cent. use as in Walton's 
The Compleat Angler

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
finish making or doing




•
 
he completed his Ph.D. in 1983.










2.
 


[Football]

 (especially of a quarterback) successfully throw (a forward pass) to a receiver




•
 
he completed 12 of 16 passes for 128 yards.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 conclude the sale of a property.




4.
 
make (something) whole or perfect




•
 
he only needed one thing to complete his happiness




•
 
more recent box cameras complete the collection.










5.
 
write the required information on (a form or questionnaire)




•
 
please complete the attached forms.














III.
 
phrases





complete with






having something as an additional part or feature




•
 
the detachable keyboard 
comes complete with

 numeric keypad.


















IV.
 
derivatives





completer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
complet

 or Latin 
completus

 , past participle of 
complere

 ‘fill up, finish, fulfill,’ from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
plere

 ‘fill.’ / 
usage:

 On the use of adjectives like 
complete

 , 
equal

 , and 
unique

 with submodifiers such as 
very

 or 
more

 , see usage at unique
 .





complete game






noun






[Baseball]

 a game in which one pitcher pitches all innings without relief.













completely

 
/kəmˈplētlē/






adverb




totally; utterly




•
 
the fire completely destroyed the building




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
no code can be completely secure.



















completeness

 
/kəmˈplētnəs/






noun




the state or condition of having all the necessary or appropriate parts




•
 
the completeness of the records




•
 
for the sake of completeness, a brief update is included here.



















completion

 
/kəmˈplēSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of finishing something




•
 
funds for the completion of the new building.










2.
 
the state of being finished




•
 
work on the new golf course is nearing completion




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the completion date is early next year.










3.
 


[Football]

 a successful forward pass




•
 
21 completions in 26 attempts for 233 yards.










4.
 


[Law]

 the final stage in the sale of a property, at which point it legally changes ownership




•
 
the risk stays with the seller until completion.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
completion-

 , from 
complere

 ‘fill up’ (see complete
 ).





completist

 
/kəmˈplēdist/






noun




an obsessive, typically indiscriminate, collector or fan of something.













completive

 
/kəmˈplēdiv/






noun






[Grammar]

 a word or morpheme that adds a sense of completeness to a word or phrase (e.g., 
up

 in the phrase 
break up

 ).














complex





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌkämˈpleks kəmˈpleks ˈkämˌpleks /



1.
 
consisting of many different and connected parts




•
 
a complex network of water channels.










2.
 
not easy to analyze or understand; complicated or intricate




•
 
a complex personality




•
 
the situation is more complex than it appears.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting or involving numbers or quantities containing both a real and an imaginary part.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting an ion or molecule in which one or more groups are linked to a metal atom by coordinate bonds.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämpleks /



1.
 
a group of similar buildings or facilities on the same site




•
 
a new apartment complex




•
 
a complex of hotels.










2.
 
a group or system of different things that are linked in a close or complicated way; a network




•
 
a complex of mountain roads.










3.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 a related group of emotionally significant ideas that are completely or partly repressed and that cause psychic conflict leading to abnormal mental states or behavior.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a disproportionate concern or anxiety about something




•
 
there's no point having a 
complex about

 losing your hair.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 an ion or molecule in which one or more groups are linked to a metal atom by coordinate bonds.




6.
 
any loosely bonded species formed by the association of two molecules




•
 
cross-linked protein-DNA complexes.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkämpleks /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be complexed

 )


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 make (an atom or compound) form a complex with another




•
 
the DNA was 
complexed with

 the nuclear extract




•
 (as 
adj.

 
complexed

 )
 
the complexed metal ion.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
complexation

 
/kämˌplekˈsāSHən, kəm- /






noun




(
 — 

[Chemistry]















2.
 
complexly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘group of related elements’): from Latin 
complexus

 , past participle (used as a noun) of 
complectere

 ‘embrace, comprise,’ later associated with 
complexus

 ‘plaited’; the adjective is partly via French 
complexe

 .






complex conjugate






noun






[Mathematics]

 each of two complex numbers having their real parts identical and their imaginary parts of equal magnitude but opposite sign.














complexion

 
/kəmˈplekSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the natural color, texture, and appearance of a person's skin, especially of the face




•
 
an attractive girl with a pale complexion.










2.
 
the general aspect or character of something




•
 
Congress's new complexion became boldly apparent last summer




•
 
wind, rain, and road construction have gradually changed Baja's complexion.














II.
 
derivatives





complexioned

 
/kəmˈplekSHənd /






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
they were both fair-complexioned

























– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
complexio(n-)

 ‘combination’ (in late Latin ‘physical constitution’), from 
complectere

 ‘embrace, comprise.’ The term originally denoted physical constitution or temperament determined by the combination of the four bodily humors, hence 
sense

 1 (late 16th cent.) as a visible sign of this.





complexity

 
/kəmˈpleksədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being intricate or complicated




•
 
an issue of great complexity.










2.
 
(usu. 
complexities

 )
 — a factor involved in a complicated process or situation




•
 
the complexities of family life.



















complex plane






noun




an infinite two-dimensional space representing the set of complex numbers, especially one in which Cartesian coordinates represent the real and imaginary parts of the complex numbers.













complex sentence






noun






[Grammar]

 a sentence containing a subordinate clause or clauses.













compliance

 
/kəmˈplīəns /

 
compliancy






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of complying with a wish or command




•
 
they must secure each other's cooperation or compliance.










2.
 
the state or fact of according with or meeting rules or standards




•
 
all imports of timber are 
in compliance with

 regulations




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
this paper estimates the compliance costs of such a policy change.










3.
 
unworthy or excessive acquiescence




•
 
the appalling 
compliance with

 government views shown by the commission.










4.
 


[Physics]

 the property of a material of undergoing elastic deformation or (of a gas) change in volume when subjected to an applied force. It is equal to the reciprocal of stiffness.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 the ability of an organ to distend in response to applied pressure.













compliant

 
/kəmˈplīənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
inclined to agree with others or obey rules, especially to an excessive degree; acquiescent




•
 
good-humored, eagerly compliant girls.










2.
 
meeting or in accordance with rules or standards




•
 
the systems are Y2K compliant.










3.
 


[Physics]

 
[Medicine]

 having the property of compliance.








II.
 
derivatives





compliantly






adverb






















complicate

 
/ˈkämpləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more difficult or confusing by causing it to be more complex




•
 
middlemen can complicate the process




•
 (as 
adj.

 
complicating

 )
 
a complicating factor.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 introduce complications in (an existing condition)




•
 
smoking may complicate pregnancy.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘combine, entangle, intertwine’): from Latin 
complicat-

 ‘folded together,’ from the verb 
complicare

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





complicated

 
/ˈkämpləˌkādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of many interconnecting parts or elements; intricate




•
 
a complicated stereo system.










2.
 
involving many different and confusing aspects




•
 
a long and complicated saga.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 involving complications




•
 
complicated appendicitis.














II.
 
derivatives





complicatedly






adverb





















complication

 
/ˌkämpləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circumstance that complicates something; a difficulty




•
 
there is a complication concerning ownership of the site.










2.
 
an involved or confused condition or state




•
 
to add further complication, English speakers use a different name.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 a secondary disease or condition aggravating an already existing one




•
 
she developed complications after the surgery.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
complicatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
complicare

 ‘fold together’ (see complicate
 ).






complicit

 
/kəmˈplisit/





I.
 
adjective




involved with others in an illegal activity or wrongdoing




•
 
all of these people are 
complicit in

 some criminal conspiracy.

















– origin

 1940s: back-formation from complicity
 .





complicitous

 
/kəmˈplisədəs/






adjective




another term for complicit
 :




•
 
the incident proves they were complicitous with Nazi authorities.




















complicity

 
/kəmˈplisədē/





I.
 
noun




the state of being involved with others in an illegal activity or wrongdoing




•
 
they were accused of 
complicity in

 the attempt to overthrow the government.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Middle English 
complice

 ‘an associate,’ from Old French, from late Latin 
complex

 , 
complic-

 ‘allied,’ from Latin 
complicare

 ‘fold together’ (see complicate
 ). Compare with accomplice
 .






compliment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämpləmənt /



1.
 
a polite expression of praise or admiration




•
 
she paid me an enormous compliment.










2.
 
an act or circumstance that implies praise or respect




•
 
it's a compliment to the bride to dress up on her special day.










3.
 
(
compliments

 )
 — congratulations or praise expressed to someone




•
 


my compliments on

 your cooking.










4.
 
(
compliments

 )
 — greetings or regards, especially when sent as a message




•
 
carry my compliments to your kinsmen.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkämpləˌment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
politely congratulate or praise (someone) for something




•
 
he 
complimented

 Erica 
on

 her appearance.










2.
 
praise (something) politely




•
 
complimenting the other team's good play.










3.
 
(
compliment someone with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 present someone with (something) as a mark of courtesy




•
 
Prince George expected to be complimented with a seat in the royal coach.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
compliments of the season






used as a seasonal greeting at Christmas or the New Year.









2.
 
pay one's compliments






send or express formal greetings.









3.
 
return the compliment





a.
 
give a compliment in return for another.




b.
 
retaliate or respond in kind.









4.
 
with someone's compliments (or the compliments of)






used to express the fact that what one is giving is free




•
 
all drinks will be supplied with our compliments.





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
compliment

 (noun), 
complimenter

 (verb), from Italian 
complimento

 ‘fulfillment of the requirements of courtesy,’ from Latin 
complementum

 ‘completion, fulfillment’ (reflected in the earlier English spelling 
complement

 , gradually replaced by the French form between 1655 and 1715). / 
usage:

 
Compliment

 (together with 
complimentary

 ) is quite different in meaning from 
complement

 (and 
complementary

 ). See usage at complement
 .





complimentary

 
/ˌkämpləˈmen(t)ərē ˌkämpləˈmentrē/






adjective



1.
 
expressing a compliment; praising or approving




•
 
Jennie was very complimentary about Kathy's riding




•
 
complimentary remarks.










2.
 
given or supplied free of charge




•
 
a complimentary bottle of wine.



















complimentary close

 
complimentary closing






noun




the part of a letter that immediately precedes the writer's signature, consisting of words such as 
Sincerely

 , 
Cordially

 , 
Very truly yours

 , etc.













compline

 
/ˈkämplin/





I.
 
noun




a service of evening prayers forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said (or chanted) before retiring for the night.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
complie

 , feminine past participle of obsolete 
complir

 ‘to complete,’ from Latin 
complere

 ‘fill up’ (see complete
 ). The ending 
-ine

 was probably influenced by Old French 
matines

 ‘matins.’





comply

 
/kəmˈplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or group) act in accordance with a wish or command




•
 
we are unable to 
comply with

 your request.










2.
 
(of an article) meet specified standards




•
 
all secondhand furniture must 
comply with

 the new standards.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
complire

 , Catalan 
complir

 , Spanish 
cumplir

 , from Latin 
complere

 ‘fill up, fulfill’ (see complete
 ). The original sense was ‘fulfill, accomplish,’ later ‘fulfill the requirements of courtesy,’ hence ‘to be agreeable, to oblige or obey.’ Compare with compliment
 .






component

 
/kəmˈpōnənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part or element of a larger whole, especially a part of a machine or vehicle




•
 
stereo components.










2.
 


[Physics]

 each of two or more forces, velocities, or other vectors acting in different directions that are together equivalent to a given vector.








II.
 
adjective




constituting part of a larger whole; constituent




•
 
light passed through a prism breaks up into its component colors.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
component-

 ‘putting together,’ from the verb 
componere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
ponere

 ‘put.’ Compare with compound
 1
 .





componential analysis

 
/ˌkämpəˌnen(t)SH(ə)l əˈnaləsəs/






noun






[Linguistics]

 the analysis of the meaning of an expression into discrete semantic components.













componentry

 
/kəmˈpōnəntrē/






noun




the parts of a machine or vehicle considered collectively




•
 
while the styling is retro, the componentry is from the 21st century.




















compony

 
/kəmˈpōnē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 divided into a single row of squares in alternating tinctures




•
 
a bordure compony.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
componé

 , from Old French 
compondre

 , from Latin 
componere

 ‘put together.’






comport1


 
/kəmˈpôrt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(
comport oneself

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 conduct oneself; behave




•
 
articulate students who comported themselves well in television interviews.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
comport with

 )
 — accord with; agree with




•
 
the actions that comport with her own liberal views.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘tolerate’): from Latin 
comportare

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
portare

 ‘carry, bear.’





comport2


 
/ˈkämpôrt/





I.
 
noun




another term for compote
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: apparently an abbreviation of French 
comportier

 , variant of 
compotier

 ‘dessert dish.’





comportment

 
/kəmˈpôrtmənt/





I.
 
noun




behavior; bearing




•
 
he displayed the comportment expected of the rightful king.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
comportement

 , from the verb 
comporter

 , from Latin 
comportare

 (see comport
 1
 ).






compose

 
/kəmˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or create (a work of art, especially music or poetry)




•
 
he composed the First Violin Sonata four years earlier.










2.
 
write or phrase (a letter or piece of writing) with care and thought




•
 
the first sentence is so hard to compose.










3.
 
form (a whole) by ordering or arranging the parts, especially in an artistic way




•
 
compose and draw a still life.










4.
 
order or arrange (parts) to form a whole, especially in an artistic way




•
 
make an attempt to compose your images.










5.
 
(of elements) constitute or make up (a whole)




•
 
the system is 
composed of

 a group of machines.










6.
 
be (a specified number or amount) of a whole




•
 
women compose 49 percent of that group.










7.
 
calm or settle (oneself or one's features or thoughts)




•
 
she tried to 
compose herself

 .










8.
 


‹archaic›

 settle (a dispute)




•
 
the king, with some difficulty, composed this difference.










9.
 
prepare (a text) for printing by manually, mechanically, or electronically setting up the letters and other characters in the order to be printed.




10.
 
set up (letters and characters) of a text in preparation for printing.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘put together, construct’): from Old French 
composer

 , from Latin 
componere

 (see component
 ), but influenced by Latin 
compositus

 ‘composed’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





composed

 
/kəmˈpōzd/





I.
 
adjective




having one's feelings and expression under control; calm.








II.
 
derivatives





composedly

 
/kəmˈpōzədlē /






adverb





















composer

 
/kəmˈpōzər/






noun




a person who writes music, especially as a professional occupation.














composite

 
/kəmˈpäzət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made up of various parts or elements.




2.
 
(especially of a constructional material) made up of recognizable constituents




•
 
a new composite material—a blend of plastic and ceramic resins.










3.
 
(of a railroad car) having compartments of more than one class or function.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of an integer) being the product of two or more factors greater than one; not prime.




5.
 
(
Composite

 )
 — relating to or denoting a classical order of architecture consisting of elements of the Ionic and Corinthian orders.




6.
 

/ˈkämpəzīt /

 — 

[Botany]

 relating to or denoting plants of the daisy family (
Compositae

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing made up of several parts or elements




•
 
the English legal system is a composite of legislation and judicial precedent.










2.
 
a composite constructional material.




3.
 

/ˈkämpəzīt /

 — 

[Botany]

 a plant of the daisy family (
Compositae

 ).




4.
 
(
Composite

 )
 — the Composite order of architecture.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
compositing

 )


1.
 
combine (two or more images) to make a single picture, especially electronically




•
 
photographic compositing by computer.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compositely






adverb













2.
 
compositeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (describing a number having more than one digit): via French from Latin 
compositus

 , past participle of 
componere

 ‘put together.’





composite photograph






noun




a photograph made by overlapping or juxtaposing two or more separate images.














composition

 
/ˌkämpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the nature of something's ingredients or constituents; the way in which a whole or mixture is made up




•
 
the social composition of villages.










2.
 
the action of putting things together; formation or construction




•
 
the composition of a new government was announced.










3.
 
a thing composed of various elements




•
 
a theory is a composition of interrelated facts.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 mental constitution; character




•
 
persons who have a touch of madness in their composition.










5.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a compound artificial substance, especially one serving the purpose of a natural one




•
 
composition flooring.










6.
 


[Linguistics]

 the formation of words into a compound word.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 the successive application of functions to a variable, the value of the first function being the argument of the second, and so on




•
 
composition of functions, when defined, is associative.










8.
 


[Physics]

 the process of finding the resultant of a number of forces.




9.
 
a work of music, literature, or art




•
 
Chopin's most romantic compositions.










10.
 
the action or art of producing a work of music, literature, or art




•
 
the technical aspects of composition.










11.
 
an essay, especially one written by a school or college student.




12.
 
the artistic arrangement of the parts of a picture




•
 
spoiling the composition of many of the pictures.










13.
 
the preparing of text for printing by setting up the characters in order.

See compose
 (
sense

 4).




14.
 
a legal agreement to pay an amount of money in lieu of a larger debt or other obligation.




15.
 
an amount of money paid under a legal agreement.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
composition-

 , from 
componere

 ‘put together.’





compositional

 
/ˌkämpəˈziSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the production of a creative work such as a poem or piece of music




•
 
new compositional techniques arose




•
 
the painting's compositional or dramatic structure.










2.
 
composed of various elements




•
 
strategies adopted in these fields tend to be compositional in nature.














II.
 
derivatives





compositionally






adverb





















compositor

 
/kəmˈpäzədər/





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 a person who arranges type for printing or keys text into a composing machine.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots, denoting an umpire or arbiter): from Anglo-Norman French 
compositour

 , from Latin 
compositor

 , from 
composit-

 ‘put together,’ from the verb 
componere

 (see composition
 ).





compos mentis

 
/ˌkämpəs ˈmen(t)əs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having full control of one's mind; sane




•
 
are you sure he was totally compos mentis?

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin.





compossible

 
/kəmˈpäsəbəl, käm-/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (of one thing) compatible or possible in conjunction with another.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
compossibilis

 , from 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
possibilis

 (see possible
 ).






compost

 
/ˈkämˌpōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
decayed organic material used as a plant fertilizer.




2.
 
a mixture of decayed organic material with loam and/or other ingredients, used as a growing medium.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (vegetable matter or manure) into compost




•
 
don't compost heavily infested plants.










2.
 
treat (soil) with compost




•
 
we turned clay soil into almost workable soil by composting it.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compostable

 
/ˈkämˌpōstəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
composter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
composte

 , from Latin 
composita

 , 
compositum

 ‘something put together,’ feminine and neuter past participle of 
componere

 .





compost bin






noun




an outdoor container in which garden refuse and other organic waste is deposited in order to produce compost




•
 
I have a compost bin in which I put my all kitchen scraps and grass cuttings.



















compost heap

 
compost pile






noun




a pile of garden and organic kitchen refuse that decomposes to produce compost.













composure

 
/kəmˈpōZHər/





I.
 
noun




the state or feeling of being calm and in control of oneself




•
 
she was struggling to regain her composure.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘composing, composition’): from compose
 + -ure
 .





compote

 
/ˈkämˌpōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fruit preserved or cooked in syrup.




2.
 
a dish consisting of fruit salad or stewed fruit, often with syrup.




3.
 
a bowl-shaped dessert dish with a stem.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Old French 
composte

 ‘mixture’ (see compost
 ).






compound1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämˌpound /



1.
 
a thing that is composed of two or more separate elements; a mixture




•
 
the air smelled like a compound of diesel and gasoline fumes.










2.
 
(also 
chemical compound

 )
 — a substance formed from two or more elements chemically united in fixed proportions




•
 
a compound of hydrogen and oxygen.










3.
 
a word made up of two or more existing words, such as 
steamship

 .








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkämˌpound kəmˈpound /



1.
 
made up or consisting of several parts or elements, in particular




2.
 
(of a word) made up of two or more existing words or elements




•
 
a compound noun.










3.
 
(of interest) payable on both capital and the accumulated interest




•
 
compound interest.







Compare with simple
 .




4.
 


[Biology]

 (especially of a leaf, flower, or eye) consisting of two or more simple parts or individuals in combination.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/kəmˈpound ˈkämˌpound /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make up (a composite whole); constitute




•
 
a dialect 
compounded of

 Spanish and Dutch.










2.
 
mix or combine (ingredients or constituents)




•
 
yellow pastas compounded with lemon zest or saffron.










3.
 
calculate (interest) on previously accumulated interest




•
 
the yield at which the interest is compounded.










4.
 
make (something bad) worse; intensify the negative aspects of




•
 
I compounded the problem by trying to make wrong things right.










5.
 


[Law,]

 
‹dated›

 forbear from prosecuting (a felony) in exchange for money or other consideration.




6.
 
settle (a debt or other matter) in exchange for money or other consideration




•
 
he compounded the case with the defendant for a cash payment.














IV.
 
derivatives





compoundable

 
/kəmˈpoundəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
compoune

 (verb), from Old French 
compoun-

 , present tense stem of 
compondre

 , from Latin 
componere

 ‘put together.’ The final 
-d

 was added in the 16th cent. on the pattern of 
expound

 and 
propound

 . / 
usage:

 The sense of the verb 
compound

 that means ‘worsen,’ as in this 
compounds

 their problems, has an interesting history. It arose through a misinterpretation of the phrase 
compound a felony

 , which, strictly speaking, means ‘forbear from prosecuting a felony in exchange for money or other consideration.’ The ‘incorrect’ sense has become the usual one in legal uses and, by extension, in general senses too, and is now accepted as part of standard English.






compound2


 
/ˈkämˌpound/





I.
 
noun




an open area enclosed by a fence, for example around a factory or large house or within a prison.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (referring to such an area in Southeast Asia): from Portuguese 
campon

 or Dutch 
kampoeng

 , from Malay 
kampong

 ‘enclosure, hamlet’; compare with kampong
 .





compound-complex sentence






noun




a sentence having two or more coordinate independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses.













compounder

 
/kəmˈpoundər/






noun




a person who mixes or combines ingredients in order to produce an animal feed, medicine, or other substance.













compound eye






noun




an eye consisting of an array of numerous small visual units, as found in insects and crustaceans.

Contrasted with simple eye
 .













compound fraction






noun




a fraction in which either the numerator or the denominator, or both, contain one or more fractions. Also called 
complex fraction

 .














compound fracture






noun




an injury in which a broken bone pierces the skin, causing a risk of infection.

Compare with simple fracture
 .













compound interval






noun






[Music]

 an interval greater than an octave.














compound leaf






noun




a leaf of a plant consisting of several or many distinct parts (leaflets) joined to a single stem.













compound number






noun




a quantity expressed in terms of more than one unit or denomination, such as 5 feet 7 inches or 2 pounds 3 ounces.













compound sentence






noun




a sentence with more than one subject or predicate.














compound time

 
/kəmˈpound tīm/






noun






[Music]

 musical rhythm or meter in which each beat in a bar is subdivided into three smaller units, so having the value of a dotted note.

Compare with simple time
 .













comprador

 
/ˌkämprəˈdôr /

 
compradore





I.
 
noun




a person within a country who acts as an agent for foreign organizations engaged in investment, trade, or economic or political exploitation.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a local person employed in a European household in Southeast Asia or India to make small purchases and keep the household accounts): from Portuguese,‘buyer,’ from late Latin 
comparator

 , from Latin 
comparare

 ‘to purchase,’ from 
com-

 ‘with’ + 
parare

 ‘provide.’






comprehend

 
/ˌkämprəˈhend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grasp mentally; understand




•
 
he couldn't comprehend her reasons for marrying Lovat




•
 
I simply couldn't comprehend what had happened.










2.
 


‹formal›

 include, comprise, or encompass




•
 
a divine order comprehending all men.














II.
 
derivatives





comprehender






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
comprehender

 , or Latin 
comprehendere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
prehendere

 ‘grasp.’






comprehensible

 
/ˌkämprəˈhensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be understood; intelligible




•
 
clear and comprehensible English.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
comprehensibility

 
/ˌkämprəˌhensəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
comprehensibly

 
/ˌkämprəˈhensəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
compréhensible

 or Latin 
comprehensibilis

 , from 
comprehens-

 ‘seized, comprised,’ from the verb 
comprehendere

 (see comprehend
 ).





comprehension

 
/ˌkämprəˈhen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or capability of understanding something




•
 
some won't have the least comprehension of what I'm trying to do




•
 
the comprehension of spoken language.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 inclusion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
compréhension

 or Latin 
comprehensio(n-)

 , from the verb 
comprehendere

 ‘seize, comprise’ (see comprehend
 ).





comprehensive

 
/ˌkämprəˈhensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
complete; including all or nearly all elements or aspects of something




•
 
a comprehensive list of sources.










2.
 
of large content or scope; wide-ranging




•
 
a comprehensive collection of photographs.










3.
 
(of automobile insurance) providing coverage for most risks, including damage to the policyholder's own vehicle




•
 
comprehensive and collision insurance.










4.
 
(also 
comprehensive examination

 or 
comp

 )
 — an examination testing a student's command of a special field of knowledge.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 of or relating to understanding.








II.
 
noun

 — (in full 
comprehensive school

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 a secondary school catering to children of all abilities from a given area.








III.
 
derivatives





comprehensiveness

 
/ˌkämprəˈhensivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
compréhensif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
comprehensivus

 , from the verb 
comprehendere

 ‘grasp mentally.’





comprehensively

 
/ˌkämprəˈhensivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that includes or deals with all or nearly all elements or aspects of something




•
 
these books are precisely and comprehensively illustrated




•
 
a comprehensively equipped vehicle.










2.
 
in a very clear or convincing manner




•
 
they were comprehensively defeated




•
 
the public has comprehensively rejected the technology.










3.
 
(in relation to insurance) in a way that provides cover for most risks




•
 
she crashed her comprehensively insured vehicle.




















compress





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kəmˈpres /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flatten by pressure; squeeze; press




•
 
the skirt can be folded and 
compressed into

 a small bag




•
 (as 
adj.

 
compressed

 )
 
compressed gas.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be squeezed or pressed together or into a smaller space




•
 
the land is sinking as the soil compresses.










3.
 
squeeze or press (two things) together




•
 
Violet compressed her lips together grimly.










4.
 
express in a shorter form; abridge




•
 
in this chapter we 
compress into

 summary form the main findings.










5.
 


[Computing]

 alter the form of (data) to reduce the amount of storage necessary.




6.
 
(as 
adj.

 
compressed

 )
 — 

[chiefly Biology]

 having a narrow shape as if flattened, especially sideways




•
 
most sea snakes have a compressed tail.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkämˌpres /



1.
 
a pad of absorbent material pressed onto part of the body to relieve inflammation or stop bleeding




•
 
a cold compress.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compressibility

 
/kəmˌpresəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
compressible

 
/kəmˈpresəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
compressive

 
/kəmˈpresiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
compresser

 or late Latin 
compressare

 , frequentative of Latin 
comprimere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
premere

 ‘to press’; or directly from 
compress-

 ‘pressed together,’ from the verb 
comprimere

 .





compressed air

 
/kəmˈprest e(ə)r/






noun




air that has been compressed to a pressure higher than atmospheric pressure.













compression

 
/kəmˈpreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of compressing or being compressed.




2.
 
the reduction in volume (causing an increase in pressure) of the fuel mixture in an internal combustion engine before ignition.








II.
 
derivatives





compressional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
compressio(n-)

 , from 
comprimere

 ‘press together’ (see compress
 ).





compression ratio

 
/kəmˈpreSHən ˈrāSHō ˈrāSHēˌō/






noun




the ratio of the maximum to minimum volume in the cylinder of an internal combustion engine.














compressive strength






noun




the resistance of a material to breaking under compression.

Compare with tensile strength
 .














compressor

 
/kəmˈpresər/






noun



1.
 
an instrument or device for compressing something.




2.
 
a machine used to supply air or other gas at increased pressure, e.g., to power a gas turbine.




3.
 
an electrical amplifier that reduces the dynamic range of a signal.













comprise

 
/kəmˈprīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consist of; be made up of




•
 
the country comprises twenty states.










2.
 
make up; constitute




•
 
this single breed comprises 50 percent of the Swiss cattle population




•
 (
be comprised of

 )
 
documents are comprised of words.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, ‘comprised,’ feminine past participle of 
comprendre

 , from Old French 
comprehender

 (see comprehend
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 
Comprise

 primarily means ‘consist of,’ as in the country 
comprises

 twenty states. It can also mean ‘constitute or make up a whole,’ as in this single breed 
comprises

 50 percent of the Swiss cattle population. When this sense is used in the passive (as in the country 
is comprised of

 twenty states), it is more or less synonymous with the first sense (the country 
comprises

 twenty states). This usage is part of standard English, but the construction 
comprise of

 , as in the property 
comprises of

 bedroom, bathroom, and kitchen, is regarded as incorrect.
2

 On the differences between 
comprise

 and 
include

 , see usage at include
 .





compromise

 
/ˈkämprəˌmīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agreement or a settlement of a dispute that is reached by each side making concessions




•
 
an ability to listen to two sides in a dispute, and devise a compromise acceptable to both




•
 
the secret of a happy marriage is compromise.










2.
 
a middle state between conflicting opinions or actions reached by mutual concession or modification




•
 
a 
compromise between

 commercial appeal and historical interest.










3.
 
the acceptance of standards that are lower than is desirable




•
 
sexism should be tackled without compromise.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — settle a dispute by mutual concession




•
 
in the end we compromised and deferred the issue.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 settle (a dispute) by mutual concession




•
 
I should compromise the matter with my father.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — accept standards that are lower than is desirable




•
 
we were not prepared to 
compromise on

 safety.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — weaken (a reputation or principle) by accepting standards that are lower than is desirable




•
 
commercial pressures could compromise safety.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring into disrepute or danger by indiscreet, foolish, or reckless behavior




•
 
situations in which his troops could be compromised.










6.
 
cause to become vulnerable or function less effectively




•
 
yo-yo dieting can compromise your immune system




•
 
last month's leak of source code will not compromise your IT security.














III.
 
derivatives





compromiser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting mutual consent to arbitration): from Old French 
compromis

 , from late Latin 
compromissum

 ‘a consent to arbitration,’ neuter past participle of 
compromittere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
promittere

 (see promise
 ).





compromising

 
/ˈkämprəˌmīziNG/






adjective




(of information or a situation) revealing an embarrassing or incriminating secret about someone




•
 
to cover up compromising evidence of malpractice.



















compte rendu

 
/ˈkônt räNˈdY, räNˈd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a formal report or review.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘account rendered.’





Compton

 
/ˈkäm(p)t(ə)n/






an industrial city in southwestern California, just south of Los Angeles; pop. 93,851 (est. 2008).










Compton, Arthur Holly






(1892–1962), US physicist. He observed the Compton effect and thus demonstrated the dual particle and wave properties of electromagnetic radiation and matter, as predicted by quantum theory. Nobel Prize for Physics (1927), shared with C. T. R. Wilson.









Compton effect





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an increase in wavelength of X-rays or gamma rays that occurs when they are scattered.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after A. H. 
Compton

 (see Compton, Arthur Holly
 ).






comptroller

 
/kənˈtrōlər ˌkäm(p)ˈtrōlər/





I.
 
noun




a controller (used in the title of some financial officers).











– origin

 late 15th cent.: variant of controller
 , by erroneous association with French 
compte

 ‘calculation’ or its source, late Latin 
computus

 .





compulsion

 
/kəmˈpəlSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or state of forcing or being forced to do something; constraint




•
 
the payment was made 
under compulsion

 .










2.
 
an irresistible urge to behave in a certain way, especially against one's conscious wishes




•
 
he felt a compulsion to babble on about what had happened.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
compulsio(n-)

 , from 
compellere

 ‘to drive, force’ (see compel
 ).





compulsive

 
/kəmˈpəlsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resulting from or relating to an irresistible urge, especially one that is against one's conscious wishes




•
 
compulsive eating.










2.
 
(of a person) acting as a result of an irresistible urge




•
 
a compulsive liar.










3.
 
irresistibly interesting or exciting; compelling




•
 
this play is compulsive viewing.














II.
 
derivatives





compulsiveness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘compulsory’): from medieval Latin 
compulsivus

 , from 
compuls-

 ‘driven, forced,’ from the verb 
compellere

 (see compel
 ). 
Sense

 1 (originally a term in psychology) dates from the early 20th cent.





compulsively

 
/kəmˈpəlsivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that results from or relates to an irresistible urge




•
 
she exercised compulsively




•
 
the students compulsively checked the time.










2.
 
in an irresistible way




•
 
the show is compulsively watchable.



















compulsory

 
/kəmˈpəlsərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
required by law or a rule; obligatory




•
 
compulsory military service




•
 
it was compulsory to attend Mass.










2.
 
involving or exercising compulsion; coercive




•
 
the abuse of compulsory powers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compulsorily

 
/kəmˈpəls(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
compulsoriness

 
/kəmˈpəls(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a legal mandate that had to be obeyed): from medieval Latin 
compulsorius

 , from 
compuls-

 ‘driven, forced,’ from the verb 
compellere

 (see compel
 ).





compunction

 
/kəmˈpəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
a feeling of guilt or moral scruple that follows the doing of something bad




•
 
spend the money 
without compunction

 .










2.
 
a pricking of the conscience




•
 
he had no compunction about behaving blasphemously.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
compunctionless






adjective













2.
 
compunctious

 
/kəmˈpəNG(k)SHəs /






adjective













3.
 
compunctiously

 
/-SHəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
componction

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
compunctio(n-)

 , from Latin 
compungere

 ‘prick sharply,’ from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
pungere

 ‘to prick.’






compurgation

 
/ˌkämpərˈɡāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 acquittal from a charge or accusation, obtained by statements of innocence given by witnesses under oath.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
compurgation-

 , from Latin 
compurgare

 , from 
com-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
purgare

 ‘purify’ (from 
purus

 ‘pure’).





compurgator

 
/ˈkämpərˌɡādər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a sworn witness to the innocence or good character of an accused person.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: medieval Latin, from Latin 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
purgator

 , from 
purgare

 ‘purify’ (see compurgation
 ).





computation

 
/ˌkämpyəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of mathematical calculation




•
 
months of computation carried out on 200 computers




•
 
statistical computations.










2.
 
the use of computers, especially as a subject of research or study.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
computatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
computare

 (see compute
 ).





computational

 
/ˌkämpyəˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or using computers




•
 
the computational analysis of English




•
 
computational power.










2.
 
of or relating to the process of mathematical calculation.













computational linguistics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics in which the techniques of computer science are applied to the analysis and synthesis of language and speech.













computationally

 
/ˌkämpyəˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that uses or relates to computers




•
 
video images are processed computationally.










2.
 
in a way that relates to the process of mathematical calculation




•
 
a computationally efficient algorithm.




















compute

 
/kəmˈpyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
calculate or reckon (a figure or amount)




•
 
we can compute the exact increase




•
 
depreciation is computed by applying the straight-line method.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a calculation, especially using a computer




•
 
modern circuitry can compute faster than any chess player.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 seem reasonable; make sense




•
 
the idea just doesn't compute.







[from the phrase 
does not compute

 , once used as an error message in computing.]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
computability

 
/kəmˌpyo͞odəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
computable

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
computably

 
/-blē /






adverb













4.
 
computist

 
/-ˈpyo͞otist /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
computer

 or Latin 
computare

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
putare

 ‘to settle (an account).’






computer

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odər/






noun



1.
 
an electronic device for storing and processing data, typically in binary form, according to instructions given to it in a variable program.




2.
 
a person who makes calculations, especially with a calculating machine.













computer-aided

 
/kəmˌpyo͞odərˈādəd/






adjective




completed partially or entirely by using a computer




•
 
computer-aided engineering.



















computer conferencing






noun




the use of computer and telecommunications technology to hold discussions between people operating computers in separate locations.













computer dating

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odər dādiNG/






noun




the use of computer databases to identify potentially compatible partners for people.













computerese

 
/kəmˌpyo͞odəˈrēz/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 the jargon associated with computers.




2.
 
the symbols and rules of a computer programming language.













computer-friendly

 
/kəmˌpyo͞odərˈfren(d)lē/






adjective



1.
 
suitable for use with computers; compatible with computers




•
 
present the data in computer-friendly form.










2.
 
(of a person) well disposed toward computers




•
 
a computer-friendly politician.



















computer game

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odər ɡām/






noun




a game played using a computer, typically a video game.













computerist

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odərəst/






noun




a (frequent) user of computers.













computerize

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
computerized

 )


1.
 
convert to a system that is operated or controlled by computer




•
 
the advantages of computerized accounting.










2.
 
convert (information) to a form that is stored or processed by computer




•
 
a computerized register of dogs.














II.
 
derivatives





computerization

 
/kəmˌpyo͞odərəˈzāSHən kəmˌpyo͞odəˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun





















computerized axial tomography

 
CAT






noun




a form of tomography in which a computer controls the motion of the X-ray source and detectors, processes the data, and produces the image.













computer-literate





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having sufficient knowledge and skill to be able to use computers; familiar with the operation of computers.








II.
 
derivatives





computer literacy






noun





















computer programmer

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odər ˈˌprōˌɡramər/






noun




a person who writes programs for the operation of computers, especially as an occupation.













computer science

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odər ˈˌsīəns/






noun




the study of the principles and use of computers.













computing

 
/kəmˈpyo͞odiNG/






noun




the use or operation of computers




•
 
developments in mathematics and computing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
computing facilities.




















comrade

 
/ˈkämˌrad ˈkämrəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a companion who shares one's activities or is a fellow member of an organization.




2.
 
(also 
comrade-in-arms

 )
 — a fellow soldier or member of the armed services.




3.
 
a fellow socialist or communist (often as a form of address).








II.
 
derivatives





comradely

 
/ˈkämradlē ˈkämrədlē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally also 
camerade

 ): from French 
camerade

 , 
camarade

 (originally feminine), from Spanish 
camarada

 ‘roommate,’ from Latin 
camera

 ‘chamber.’ Compare with chum
 1
 .





comradery

 
/ˈkämradrē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for camaraderie
 :




•
 
the project created a real sense of comradery among those involved.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from comrade
 + -ery
 , influenced by camaraderie
 .





comradeship

 
/ˈkämˌradˌSHip ˈkämrədˌSHip/






noun




the company and friendship of others with common aims




•
 
his greatest joy came from comradeship with others in the team.



















Comsat

 
/ˈkämsat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 the Communications Satellite Corporation, a private corporation authorized by Congress to develop commercial communications satellite systems.




2.
 
(
comsat

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 a communications satellite.











– origin

 1960s: blend.





Comstockery

 
/ˈkämˌstäkərē, ˈkəm-/





I.
 
noun




excessive opposition to supposed immorality in the arts; prudery.











– origin

 named for Anthony Comstock (1844–1915), US author and reformer.





Comstock Lode

 
/ˌkämˌstäk ˈlōd/






a historic gold and silver source in the Virginia Mountains of western Nevada, south of Reno, the basis of a boom that lasted from the 1850s through the late 19th century.










Comte, Auguste

 
/kôNt/





I.
 
(1798–1857), French philosopher; one of the founders of sociology. His positivist philosophy attempted to define the laws of social evolution and to found a genuine social science that could be used for social reconstruction.




II.
 
derivatives





Comtism

 
/ˈkôNˌtizəm /






noun





















con1


 
/kän /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (someone) to do or believe something, typically by use of a deception




•
 
I 
conned

 him 
into

 giving me your home number




•
 
she was jailed for 
conning

 her aunt 
out of

 $500,000.














II.
 
noun




an instance of deceiving or tricking someone




•
 
when depositors, realizing that the whole thing is a con, demand repayment




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a con artist.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): abbreviation of confidence
 , as in 
confidence trick

 .





con2


 
/kän/





I.
 
noun




a disadvantage




•
 
borrowers have to weigh up 
the pros and cons of

 each mortgage offer.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
contra

 ‘against.’





con3


 
/kän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a convict.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





con4


 
/kän/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 study attentively or learn by heart (a piece of writing)




•
 
the girls conned their pages with a great show of industry.

















– origin

 Middle English 
cunne

 , 
conne

 , 
con

 , variants of can
 1
 .





con5


 
/kän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a convention, especially one for science fiction enthusiasts.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.





con6


 
/kän/






variant spelling of conn
 .










con-





I.
 
prefix




variant spelling of com-
 assimilated before 
c

 , 
d

 , 
f

 , 
g

 , 
j

 , 
n

 , 
q

 , 
s

 , 
t

 , 
v

 , and sometimes before vowels (as in 
concord

 , 
condescend

 , 
confide

 , etc.).











– origin

 Latin variant of 
com-

 .





Conakry

 
/ˈkänəkrē/






the capital and chief port of Guinea, in the western part of the county, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 1,484,000 (est. 2007).









con amore

 
/ˌkän əˈmôrā, kōn/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) with tenderness.











– origin

 Italian,‘with love.’





con artist






noun






‹informal›

 a person who cheats or tricks others by persuading them to believe something that is not true




•
 
the debonair con artist lives by scamming rich women




•
 
con artists are great at spotting our vulnerabilities.



















conation

 
/kōˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 
[Psychology]

 the mental faculty of purpose, desire, or will to perform an action; volition.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting an attempt or endeavor): from Latin 
conatio(n-)

 , from 
conari

 ‘to try.’






con brio

 
/kän ˈbrēō, kōn/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) with vigor.











– origin

 Italian.





concatenate

 
/kənˈkatnˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 link (things) together in a chain or series




•
 
some words may be concatenated, such that certain sounds are omitted.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an adjective): from late Latin 
concatenat-

 ‘linked together,’ from the verb 
concatenare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
catenare

 , from 
catena

 ‘chain.’





concatenation

 
/kənˌkatnˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a series of interconnected things or events




•
 
a singular concatenation of events unlikely to recur.










2.
 
the action of linking things together in a series.














concave

 
/känˈkāv ˈkänˌkāv/





I.
 
adjective




having an outline or surface that curves inward like the interior of a circle or sphere.

Compare with convex
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives





concavely






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
concavus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
cavus

 ‘hollow.’





concavity

 
/känˈkavədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being concave.




2.
 
a concave surface or thing.













concavo-concave

 
/känˌkāvōˌkänˈkāv/






adjective




another term for biconcave
 .













concavo-convex

 
/känˌkāvōˌkänˈveks/






adjective




(of a lens) concave on one side and convex on the other and thickest at the periphery.














conceal

 
/kənˈsēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep from sight; hide




•
 
a line of sand dunes concealed the distant sea.










2.
 
keep (something) secret; prevent from being known or noticed




•
 
love that they had to 
conceal from

 others.














II.
 
derivatives





concealable

 
/kənˈsēləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
conceler

 , from Latin 
concelare

 , from 
con-

 ‘completely’ + 
celare

 ‘hide.’





concealed

 
/kənˈsēld/






adjective




kept secret; hidden




•
 
a concealed weapon




•
 
he spoke with barely concealed anger.




















concealed carry






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the practice of carrying a concealed firearm on one's person in public




•
 
concealed carry is legal in the vast majority of states




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a concealed carry permit.







Compare with open carry
 .













concealed weapon






noun




a weapon, typically a handgun, which someone keeps hidden on their body or in their vehicle




•
 
college students were uncomfortable with concealed weapons on campus.



















concealer

 
/kənˈsēlər/






noun




a flesh-toned cosmetic used to cover facial blemishes and dark circles under the eyes.













concealment

 
/kənˈsēlmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of hiding something or preventing it from being known




•
 
the concealment of the body




•
 
the deliberate concealment of material facts.










2.
 
something that acts as a hiding place; cover




•
 
he darted forward from the concealment of the bushes.




















concede

 
/kənˈsēd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — admit that something is true or valid after first denying or resisting it


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I had to concede that I'd overreacted




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
that principle now seems to have been conceded.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — admit (defeat) in a contest




•
 
he conceded defeat.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — admit defeat in (a contest)




•
 
ready to concede the gold medal.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — surrender or yield (something that one possesses)




•
 
to concede all the territory he'd won.










5.
 
grant (a right, privilege, or demand)




•
 
their rights to redress of grievances were conceded once more.










6.
 
(in sports) fail to prevent the scoring of (a goal or point) by an opponent




•
 
the coach conceded three safeties rather than kick into the wind.










7.
 
allow (a lead or advantage) to slip




•
 
he took an early lead that he never conceded.














II.
 
derivatives





conceder






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
concéder

 or Latin 
concedere

 , from 
con-

 ‘completely’ + 
cedere

 ‘yield.’





conceit

 
/kənˈsēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive pride in oneself




•
 
he was puffed up with conceit.










2.
 
a fanciful expression in writing or speech; an elaborate metaphor




•
 
the idea of the wind's singing is a prime romantic conceit.










3.
 
an artistic effect or device




•
 
the director's brilliant conceit was to film this tale in black and white.










4.
 
a fanciful notion




•
 
he is alarmed by the widespread conceit that he spent most of the 1980s drunk.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘idea or notion,’ also ‘quaintly decorative article’): from conceive
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
deceive

 , 
deceit

 .





conceited

 
/kənˈsēdəd/





I.
 
adjective




excessively proud of oneself; vain.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conceitedly

 
/kənˈsēdidlē /






adverb













2.
 
conceitedness

 
/kənˈsēdədnəs /






noun





















conceivable

 
/kənˈsēvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being imagined or grasped mentally




•
 
a mass uprising was entirely conceivable




•
 
it was photographed from every conceivable angle.














II.
 
derivatives





conceivability

 
/kənˌsēvəˈbilədē /






noun





















conceivably

 
/kənˈsēvəblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
it is conceivable or imaginable that




•
 
it may conceivably cause liver disease.




















conceive

 
/kənˈsēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become pregnant with (a child)




•
 
she was conceived when her father was 49.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a woman) become pregnant




•
 
five months ago Wendy conceived.










3.
 
form or devise (a plan or idea) in the mind




•
 
the dam project was originally conceived in 1977




•
 (as 
adj.

 
conceived

 )
 
a brilliantly conceived and executed robbery.










4.
 
form a mental representation of; imagine




•
 
without society an individual cannot be 
conceived as

 having rights




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we could not 
conceive of

 such things happening to us.










5.
 
become affected by (a feeling)




•
 
he conceived a passion for football.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
concevoir

 , from Latin 
concipere

 , from 
com-

 ‘together’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





concelebrate

 
/ˌkänˈseləbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Christian Church]

 officiate jointly at (a Mass)




•
 
to 
concelebrate

 a Mass 
with

 other priests.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
concelebrant

 
/-brənt /






noun













2.
 
concelebration

 
/känˌseləˈbrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
concelebrat-

 ‘celebrated together,’ from the verb 
concelebrare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
celebrare

 (see celebrate
 ).






concenter

 
/kənˈsentər, kän-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
concentrate (something) in a small space or area.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come together or collect at a common center




•
 
his thoughts concenter there monotonously.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 bring or draw (two or more things) toward a common center.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
concentrer

 , from Latin 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
centrum

 ‘center.’





concentrate

 
/ˈkänsənˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — focus one's attention or mental effort on a particular object or activity




•
 
she couldn't 
concentrate on

 the movie.










2.
 
(
concentrate on/upon

 )
 — do or deal with (one particular thing) above all others




•
 
Luke wants to concentrate on his film career.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — gather (people or things) together in numbers or in a mass




•
 
wealth was 
concentrated in

 the hands of the governing elite.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come together in numbers or in a mass




•
 
troops were concentrating at the western front.










5.
 
increase the strength or proportion of (a substance or solution) by removing or reducing the water or any other diluting agent or by selective accumulation of atoms or molecules.








II.
 
noun




a substance made by removing water or other diluting agent; a concentrated form of something, especially food




•
 
apple juice concentrate.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
concentrative

 
/ˈkäns(ə)nˌtrādiv /






adjective













2.
 
concentrator

 
/ˈkäns(ə)nˌtrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bring toward a center’): Latinized form of concenter
 or from French 
concentrer

 ‘to concentrate.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the early 20th cent.





concentrated

 
/ˈkänsənˌtrādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wholly directed to one thing; intense




•
 
a concentrated campaign.










2.
 
(of a substance or solution) present in a high proportion relative to other substances; having had water or other diluting agent removed or reduced




•
 
concentrated fruit juice.














II.
 
derivatives





concentratedly






adverb





















concentration

 
/ˌkänsənˈtrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or power of focusing one's attention or mental effort




•
 
frowning in concentration




•
 
the worker needs total concentration.










2.
 
(
concentration on/upon

 )
 — dealing with one particular thing above all others




•
 
concentration on the needs of the young can mean that the elderly are forgotten.










3.
 
a close gathering of people or things




•
 
the largest concentration of Canada geese on earth.










4.
 
the action of gathering together closely




•
 
the concentration of power.










5.
 
the relative amount of a given substance contained within a solution or in a particular volume of space; the amount of solute per unit volume of solution




•
 
the gas can collect in dangerous concentrations.










6.
 
the action of strengthening a solution by the removal of water or other diluting agent or by the selective accumulation of atoms or molecules.













concentration camp

 
/ˌkänsənˈtrāSHən ˈˌkamp/






noun




a place where large numbers of people, especially political prisoners or members of persecuted minorities, are deliberately imprisoned in a relatively small area with inadequate facilities, sometimes to provide forced labor or to await mass execution. The term is most strongly associated with the several hundred camps established by the Nazis in Germany and occupied Europe in 1933–45, among the most infamous being Dachau, Belsen, and Auschwitz.













concentric

 
/kənˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting circles, arcs, or other shapes that share the same center, the larger often completely surrounding the smaller




•
 
concentric circles indicate distances of 1 km, 2 km, and 3 km from the center.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
concentrically

 
/kənˈsentriklē /






adverb













2.
 
concentricity

 
/ˌkänsenˈtrisədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
concentrique

 or medieval Latin 
concentricus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
centrum

 ‘center.’





Concepción

 
/ˌkänˌsepsēˈōn/






an industrial city in southern central Chile; pop. 220,000 (est. 2006).










concept

 
/ˈkänˌsept/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an abstract idea; a general notion




•
 
structuralism is a difficult concept




•
 
the concept of justice.










2.
 
a plan or intention; a conception




•
 
the center has kept firmly to its original concept.










3.
 
an idea or invention to help sell or publicize a commodity




•
 
a new concept in corporate hospitality.










4.
 


[Philosophy]

 an idea or mental picture of a group or class of objects formed by combining all their aspects.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a car or other vehicle) produced as an experimental model to test the viability of new design features.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘thought, frame of mind, imagination’): from Latin 
conceptum

 ‘something conceived,’ from 
concept-

 ‘conceived,’ from 
concipere

 (see conceive
 ).





concept album






noun




a rock album featuring a cycle of songs expressing a particular theme or idea.














conception

 
/kənˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of conceiving a child or of a child being conceived




•
 
an unfertilized egg before conception




•
 
a rise in premarital conceptions.










2.
 
the forming or devising of a plan or idea




•
 
the time between a product's conception and its launch.










3.
 
the way in which something is perceived or regarded




•
 
our conception of how language relates to reality.










4.
 
a general notion; an abstract idea




•
 
the conception of a balance of power.










5.
 
a plan or intention




•
 
reconstructing Bach's original conceptions.










6.
 
understanding; ability to imagine




•
 
he 
had no conception of

 politics.














II.
 
derivatives





conceptional

 
/kənˈsepSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
conceptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
concipere

 (see conceive
 ).





conceptual

 
/kənˈsep(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or based on mental concepts




•
 
philosophy deals with conceptual difficulties.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
conceptualis

 , from Latin 
concept-

 ‘conceived,’ from the verb 
concipere

 (see concept
 ).





conceptual art

 
/kənˈsep(t)SH(əw)əl ärt /

 
concept art





I.
 
noun




art in which the idea presented by the artist is considered more important than the finished product, if there is one.








II.
 
derivatives





conceptual artist






noun





















conceptualism

 
/kənˈsep(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the theory that universals can be said to exist, but only as concepts in the mind.








II.
 
derivatives





conceptualist

 
/kənˈsep(t)SH(o͞o)ələst /






noun





















conceptualization

 
/kənˌsep(t)SH(o͞o)ələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of forming a concept or idea of something




•
 
our experience is beyond any conceptualization




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the conceptualization phase.










2.
 
an abstract idea or concept of something




•
 
a new conceptualization of national identity.



















conceptualize

 
/kənˈsep(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a concept or idea of (something)




•
 
we can more easily conceptualize speed in miles per hour.














II.
 
derivatives





conceptualizer






noun





















conceptually

 
/kənˈsep(t)SH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




in terms of a concept or abstract idea




•
 
a conceptually simple task




•
 
conceptually, this is a complex process.



















conceptus

 
/kənˈseptəs/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the embryo in the uterus, especially during the early stages of pregnancy.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘conception, embryo.’





concern

 
/kənˈsərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relate to; be about




•
 
the story concerns a friend of mine




•
 (
be concerned with

 )
 
this fable is concerned with forgiveness and redemption.










2.
 
be relevant or important to; affect or involve




•
 
they should not pry into what does not concern them




•
 
many thanks to 
all concerned

 .










3.
 
(
be concerned with

 )
 — regard it as important or interesting to do something




•
 
I was mainly concerned with making something that children could enjoy.










4.
 
(
be concerned in

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 have a specific connection with or responsibility for




•
 
the organs concerned in digestion and in blood-making.










5.
 
(
concern oneself with

 )
 — interest or involve oneself in




•
 
we need not concern ourselves with the semantics of this language.










6.
 
worry (someone); make anxious




•
 
the roof of the barn concerns me because eventually it will fall in




•
 
you must not 
concern yourself

 about me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
anxiety; worry




•
 
such unsatisfactory work gives cause for concern.










2.
 
a cause of anxiety or worry




•
 
the new techniques raise some safety concerns.










3.
 
a matter of interest or importance to someone




•
 
oil reserves are the concern of the Energy Department




•
 
the survival of an endangered species is 
of concern to

 wildlife biologists.










4.
 
(
concerns

 )
 — affairs; issues




•
 
public awareness of Aboriginal concerns.










5.
 
a business; a firm




•
 
a small, debt-ridden concern.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a complicated or awkward object or structure.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as (or so) far as —— is concerned






as regards the interests or case of ——




•
 
the measures are irrelevant as far as inflation is concerned.















2.
 
have no concern with








‹formal›

 have nothing to do with




•
 
drama seemed to have no concern with “truth” at all.















3.
 
to whom it may concern






a formula placed at the beginning of a letter or document when the identity of the reader or readers is unknown.















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
concerner

 or late Latin 
concernere

 (in medieval Latin ‘be relevant to’), from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
cernere

 ‘sift, discern.’





concerned

 
/kənˈsərnd/





I.
 
adjective




worried, troubled, or anxious




•
 
the villagers are 
concerned about

 burglaries.














II.
 
derivatives





concernedly

 
/-ˈsərnədlē /






adverb





















concerning

 
/kənˈsərniNG/





I.
 
preposition




on the subject of or in connection with; about




•
 
dreadful stories concerning a horrible beast.














II.
 
adjective




causing anxiety; worrying




•
 
I find many of the comments very concerning




•
 
a concerning breach of security.



















concernment

 
/kənˈsərnmənt/






noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 importance




•
 
matters of great public concernment.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a matter of interest or importance to someone; a concern




•
 
a family or any absorbing concernment of that sort.



















concern troll






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who disingenuously expresses concern about an issue with the intention of undermining or derailing genuine discussion




•
 
he is regarded among climate scientists as a concern troll.



















concern trolling






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 the action or practice of disingenuously expressing concern about an issue in order to undermine or derail genuine discussion




•
 
every election we're subjected to left-wing concern trolling about the GOP coalition.




















concert





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌsərt /



1.
 
a musical performance given in public, typically by several performers or of several separate compositions




•
 
symphony concerts




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a concert pianist.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of, relating to, or denoting the performance of music written for opera, ballet, or theater on its own without the accompanying dramatic action




•
 
the concert version of the fourth interlude from the opera.







See also concert performance
 .




3.
 


‹formal›

 agreement, accordance, or harmony




•
 
critics' inability to describe with any precision and concert the characteristics of literature.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈsərt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 arrange (something) by mutual agreement or coordination




•
 
they started meeting regularly to concert their tactics.














III.
 
phrases





in concert





a.
 
acting jointly




•
 
he made his decision 
in concert with

 his son and son-in-law.










b.
 
(of music or a performer) giving a public performance; live




•
 
they saw Pink Floyd in concert.





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘unite, cause to agree’): from French 
concerter

 , from Italian 
concertare

 ‘harmonize.’ The noun use, dating from the early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘a combination of voices or sounds’), is from French 
concert

 , from Italian 
concerto

 , from 
concertare

 .





concertante

 
/ˌkänCHərˈtäntē, -ˌtā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting a piece of music containing one or more solo parts, typically of less prominence or weight than in a concerto.

See also sinfonia concertante
 .




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 denoting prominent instrumental parts present throughout a piece of music, especially in baroque and early classical compositions.











– origin

 Italian,‘harmonizing,’ from 
concertare

 ‘harmonize.’





concert band






noun




a relatively large group of brass, woodwind, and percussion players that performs in a concert hall, as distinguished from a marching band.













concerted

 
/kənˈsərdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
jointly arranged, planned, or carried out; coordinated




•
 
determined to begin a concerted action against them.










2.
 
strenuously carried out; done with great effort




•
 
it would take 
a concerted effort

 for a burglar to break into my home.










3.
 
(of music) arranged in several parts of equal importance




•
 
concerted secular music for voices.














II.
 
derivatives





concertedly






adverb





















concertgoer

 
/ˈkänsərtˌɡōər/






noun




a person who attends a concert, especially one who does so regularly.













concert grand

 
/kənˈsərt ɡrand/






noun




the largest size of grand piano, up to 12 feet (2.75 m) long, that produces enough sound to be used for concerts in large halls.













concert hall






noun




a large public building designed for the performance of concerts.













concertina

 
/ˌkänsərˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small musical instrument, typically polygonal in form, played by stretching and squeezing between the hands, to work a central bellows that blows air over reeds, each note being sounded by a button.

Compare with accordion
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — opening or closing in multiple folds




•
 
concertina doors.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend, compress, or collapse in folds like those of a concertina


(as 
adj.

 
concertinaed

 )


•
 
big rolls of concertinaed wire




•
 


‹figurative›

 a request that the negotiations be concertinaed into a week-long session.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from concert
 + -ina
 .





concertino

 
/ˌkän(t)SHərˈtēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple or short concerto.




2.
 
a solo instrument or solo instruments playing with an orchestra.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, diminutive of 
concerto

 (see concerto
 ).





concertize

 
/ˈkänsərˌtīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 give a concert or concerts.













concertmaster

 
/ˈkänsərtˌmastər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the leading first-violin player in some orchestras.














concerto

 
/kənˈCHerdō/





I.
 
noun




a musical composition for a solo instrument or instruments accompanied by an orchestra, especially one conceived on a relatively large scale.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian, from 
concertare

 ‘harmonize.’





concerto grosso

 
/ˈɡrōsō, ˈɡrôsō/





I.
 
noun




a musical composition for a group of solo instruments accompanied by an orchestra. The term is used mainly of baroque works.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian, literally ‘big concerto.’





concert overture






noun




a piece of music in the style of an overture but intended for independent performance.














concert performance

 
/kənˈsərt pərˈfôrməns/






noun



1.
 
a performance of a piece of music written for an opera, ballet, religious service, etc., at a concert without the accompanying dramatic action, dance, or liturgy.




2.
 
a performance of a piece of music at a live concert.













concert pianist






noun




a classical pianist who regularly performs as a soloist in concert performances.














concert pitch

 
/kənˈsərt piCH/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a standard for the tuning of musical instruments, internationally agreed upon in 1960, in which the note A above middle C has a frequency of 440 Hz.




2.
 


[Music]

 a state of readiness, efficiency, and keenness




•
 
slightly unnerved by the contretemps, I was not at concert pitch.




















concession

 
/kənˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is granted, especially in response to demands; a thing conceded




•
 
the strikers returned to work having won some concessions.










2.
 
the action of conceding, granting, or yielding something.




3.
 
(
a concession to

 )
 — a gesture, especially a token one, made in recognition of a demand or prevailing standard




•
 
her only concession to fashion was her ornate silver ring.










4.
 
a preferential allowance or rate given by an organization




•
 
tax concessions.










5.
 
the right to use land or other property for a specified purpose, granted by a government, company, or other controlling body




•
 
new logging concessions.










6.
 
a commercial operation within the premises of a larger concern, typically selling refreshments




•
 
operates the concessions at the stadium




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
public restrooms and concession stands.










7.
 


(Canadian)

 a piece of land into which surveyed land is divided, itself further divided into lots.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
concessio(n-)

 , from the verb 
concedere

 (see concede
 ).





concessionaire

 
/kənˌseSHəˈner /

 
concessioner





I.
 
noun




the holder of a concession or grant, especially for the use of land or commercial premises.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
concessionnaire

 , from Latin 
concessio

 (see concession
 ).





concessional

 
/kənˈseSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a rate or allowance) constituting a concession




•
 
concessional and commercial types of loans.



















concession road

 
concession line






noun






(Canadian)

 a rural road separating concessions.













concessive

 
/kənˈsesiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by, or tending to concession




•
 
we must look for a more concessive approach.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a preposition or conjunction) introducing a phrase or clause denoting a circumstance that might be expected to preclude the action of the main clause, but does not (e.g., 
in spite of

 , 
although

 ).




3.
 
(of a phrase or clause) introduced by a concessive preposition or conjunction.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
concessivus

 , from 
concess-

 ‘withdrawn, yielded’ (see concession
 ).






conch

 
/käNGk känCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
conch shell

 )
 — a tropical marine mollusk with a spiral shell that may bear long projections and have a flared lip.

[
Strombus

 and other genera, family 
Strombidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]




2.
 
a conch shell blown like a trumpet to produce a musical note, often depicted as played by Tritons and other mythological figures.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 the roof of a semicircular apse, shaped like half a dome.




4.
 
another term for concha
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
concha

 ‘shellfish, shell,’ from Greek 
konkhē

 ‘mussel, cockle, or shell-like cavity.’






concha

 
/ˈkäNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a body part that resembles a spiral shell, in particular




2.
 
the depression in the external ear leading to its central opening.




3.
 
(also 
nasal concha

 )
 — any of several thin, scroll-like (turbinate) bones in the sides of the nasal cavity.




4.
 
a round or oval hammered metal disk used as decoration on jewelry, belts, harnesses, etc.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin (see conch
 ).





conchie

 
/ˈkän(t)SHē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a conscientious objector.











– origin

 World War I: abbreviation.





conchiferous

 
/känˈCHifərəs/






adjective




producing, bearing, or characterized by the presence of shells.













conchiolin

 
/käNGˈkīələn/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a tough, insoluble protein secreted by mollusks, forming the organic matrix of the shell within which calcium carbonate is deposited.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
concha

 ‘shell’ + the diminutive suffix 
-iola

 + -in
 1
 .





concho belt

 
/ˈkän(t)SHō ˌbelt/






noun




a belt decorated with conchas or representations of them.













conchoid

 
/ˈkäNGkoid/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a plane quartic curve consisting of two separate branches either side of and asymptotic to a central straight line (the asymptote), such that if a line is drawn from a fixed point (the pole) to intersect both branches, the part of the line falling between the two branches is of constant length and is exactly bisected by the asymptote.

[Such curves are represented by the general equation (
x

 – 
a

 )2
 (
x

 2
 + 
y

 2
 ) = 
b

 2
 
x

 2
 , where 
a

 is the distance between the pole and the asymptote, and 
b

 is the constant length. The branch on the same side of the asymptote as the pole typically has a cusp or loop.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from conch
 + -oid
 .





conchoidal

 
/käNGˈkoidl/






adjective






[chiefly Mineralogy]

 denoting a type of fracture in a solid (such as flint or quartz) that results in a smooth rounded surface resembling the shape of a scallop shell.














conchology

 
/käNGˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study or collection of mollusk shells.

Compare with malacology
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conchological

 
/ˌkäNGkəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
conchologist

 
/käNGˈkäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
konkhē

 ‘shell’ + -logy
 .





concierge

 
/kôːnˈsyerz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in France) a caretaker of an apartment complex or a small hotel, typically one living on the premises.




2.
 
a hotel employee whose job is to assist guests by arranging tours, making theater and restaurant reservations, etc.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the warden of a house, castle, prison, or royal palace): French, probably based on Latin 
conservus

 ‘fellow slave.’





conciliar

 
/kənˈsilēər/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or proceeding from a council, especially an ecclesiastical one




•
 
conciliar decrees.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
consiliarius

 ‘counselor,’ from Latin 
concilium

 (see council
 ).





conciliate

 
/kənˈsilēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stop (someone) from being angry or discontented; placate; pacify




•
 
concessions were made to conciliate the peasantry.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act as a mediator




•
 
he sought to conciliate in the dispute.










3.
 


‹formal›

 reconcile; make compatible




•
 
all complaints about charges will be conciliated if possible.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 gain (esteem or goodwill)




•
 
the arts which conciliate popularity.














II.
 
derivatives





conciliative

 
/kənˈsilēədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
conciliat-

 ‘combined, gained,’ from the verb 
conciliare

 , from 
concilium

 (see council
 ).





conciliation

 
/kənˌsilēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of stopping someone from being angry; placation




•
 
he held his hands up in a gesture of conciliation.










2.
 
the action of mediating between two disputing people or groups




•
 
many disputes are settled through conciliation by the official body.



















conciliator

 
/kənˈsilēˌādər/






noun




a person who acts as a mediator between two disputing people or groups




•
 
he was seen as a conciliator, who would heal divisions in the party.



















conciliatory

 
/kənˈsilēəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




intended or likely to placate or pacify




•
 
a conciliatory approach.














II.
 
derivatives





conciliatoriness






noun





















concinnity

 
/kənˈsinədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 the skillful and harmonious arrangement or fitting together of the different parts of something.




2.
 


‹rare›

 studied elegance of literary or artistic style.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
concinnitas

 , from 
concinnus

 ‘skillfully put together.’





concise

 
/kənˈsīs/





I.
 
adjective




giving a lot of information clearly and in a few words; brief but comprehensive




•
 
a concise account of the country's history.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conciseness

 
/kənˈsīsnəs /






noun













2.
 
concision

 
/-ˈsiZHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
concis

 or Latin 
concisus

 , past participle of 
concidere

 ‘cut up, cut down,’ from 
con-

 ‘completely’ + 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’





concisely

 
/kənˈsīslē/






adverb




in a way that is brief but comprehensive




•
 
his main objections to it can be concisely summarized.



















conclave

 
/ˈkänˌklāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a private meeting.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the assembly of cardinals for the election of a pope.




3.
 
the meeting place for a conclave.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a private room): via French from Latin 
conclave

 ‘lockable room,’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
clavis

 ‘key.’






conclude

 
/kənˈklo͞od/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (something) to an end




•
 
they conclude their study with these words




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we concluded by singing carols.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come to an end




•
 
the talk concluded with slides.










3.
 
formally and finally settle or arrange (a treaty or agreement)




•
 
an attempt to conclude a ceasefire.










4.
 
arrive at a judgment or opinion by reasoning




•
 
the doctors 
concluded that

 Esther had suffered a stroke




•
 
what do you conclude from all this?










5.
 
say in conclusion




•
 
“It's a wicked old world,” she concluded.










6.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹dated›

 decide to do something




•
 
I concluded to go without his knowledge.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘convince’): from Latin 
concludere

 , from 
con-

 ‘completely’ + 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’






conclusion

 
/kənˈklo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the end or finish of an event or process




•
 
the conclusion of World War Two.










2.
 
the summing-up of an argument or text.




3.
 
the settling or arrangement of a treaty or agreement




•
 
the conclusion of a free-trade accord.










4.
 
a judgment or decision reached by reasoning




•
 
each research group came to a similar conclusion.










5.
 


[Logic]

 a proposition that is reached from given premises.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in conclusion






lastly; to sum up




•
 
in conclusion it is clear that the market is maturing.















2.
 
jump (or leap) to conclusions (or the conclusion)






make a hasty judgment before learning or considering all the facts.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
conclusio(n-)

 , from the verb 
concludere

 (see conclude
 ).





conclusive

 
/kənˈklo͞osiv kənˈklo͞oziv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of evidence or argument) serving to prove a case; decisive or convincing




•
 
conclusive evidence




•
 
the findings were by no means conclusive.










2.
 
(of a victory) achieved easily or by a large margin.








II.
 
derivatives





conclusiveness

 
/kənˈklo͞osivnəs kənˈklo͞ozivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘summing up, concluding’): from late Latin 
conclusivus

 , from Latin 
conclus-

 ‘closed up,’ from the verb 
concludere

 (see conclusion
 ).





conclusively

 
/kənˈklo͞osivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a decisive way that has the effect of proving a case




•
 
the story had been conclusively debunked




•
 
I have shown conclusively that there was no such epidemic.










2.
 
in a way that is achieved easily or by a large margin




•
 
wars are difficult to win conclusively.



















concoct

 
/kənˈkäkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a dish or meal) by combining various ingredients




•
 
they concoct relish from corn that is so naturally sweet no extra sugar is needed.










2.
 
create or devise (said especially of a story or plan)




•
 
they concocted a preposterous but entertaining story.














II.
 
derivatives





concocter






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
concoct-

 , literally ‘cooked together,’ from 
concoquere

 . The original sense was ‘refine or purify metals or minerals by heating,’ later ‘cook.’





concoction

 
/kənˈkäkSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a mixture of various ingredients or elements




•
 
a concoction of gables, shingles, stained glass, and towers inspired by English medieval houses.










2.
 
an elaborate story, especially a fabrication




•
 
her story is an improbable concoction.



















concomitance

 
/kənˈkämədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of existing or occurring together with something else.




2.
 


[Theology]

 the doctrine that the body and blood of Christ are each present in both the bread and the wine of the Eucharist.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
concomitantia

 , from the verb 
concomitari

 ‘accompany’ (see concomitant
 ).






concomitant

 
/kənˈkämədənt /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective




naturally accompanying or associated




•
 
she loved travel, with all its concomitant worries




•
 


concomitant with

 his obsession with dirt was a desire for order.














II.
 
noun




a phenomenon that naturally accompanies or follows something




•
 
some of us look on pain and illness as concomitants of the stresses of living.














III.
 
derivatives





concomitantly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
concomitant-

 ‘accompanying,’ from 
concomitari

 , from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
comitari

 , from Latin 
comes

 ‘companion.’






concord

 
/ˈkäNGˌkôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 agreement or harmony between people or groups




•
 
a pact of peace and concord.










2.
 
a treaty.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 agreement between words in gender, number, case, person, or any other grammatical category that affects the forms of the words.




4.
 


[Music]

 a chord that is pleasing or satisfactory in itself.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
concorde

 , from Latin 
concordia

 , from 
concors

 ‘of one mind,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart.’





Concord1


 
/ˈkäNGkərd/





I.
 
a city in north central California, northeast of Oakland; pop. 121,160 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a town in northeastern Massachusetts; pop. 17,450 (est. 2008). Battles here and at Lexington in April 1775 marked the start of the American Revolution.




III.
 
the capital of New Hampshire, in the southern part of the state, on the Merrimack River; pop. 42,255 (est. 2008).




IV.
 

/ˈkäNGkôrd /

 — an industrial city in south central North Carolina, a textile center; pop. 66,311 (est. 2008).









Concord2







noun




a variety of dessert grape developed at Concord, Massachusetts.













concordance

 
/kənˈkôrdns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an alphabetical list of the words (especially the important ones) present in a text, usually with citations of the passages concerned




•
 
a concordance to the Bible.










2.
 


‹formal›

 agreement




•
 
the concordance between the teams' research results.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 the inheritance by two related individuals (especially twins) of the same genetic characteristic, such as susceptibility to a disease.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
concordanced

 )


1.
 
make a concordance of




•
 
the value of concordanced information.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
concordantia

 , from 
concordant-

 ‘being of one mind’ (see concordant
 ).






concordant

 
/kənˈkôrdnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in agreement; consistent




•
 
the answers were roughly concordant.










2.
 


[Geology]

 corresponding in direction with the planes of adjacent or underlying strata.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of twins) inheriting the same genetic characteristic, such as susceptibility to a disease.




4.
 


[Music]

 in harmony.








II.
 
derivatives





concordantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Old French from Latin 
concordant-

 ‘being of one mind,’ from the verb 
concordare

 (see concord
 ).





concordat

 
/kənˈkôrˌdat/





I.
 
noun




an agreement or treaty, especially one between the Vatican and a secular government relating to matters of mutual interest.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
concordatum

 ‘something agreed upon,’ neuter past participle of 
concordare

 ‘be of one mind’ (see concord
 ).





Concorde

 
/ˈkäNGˌkôrd/






a supersonic airliner able to cruise at twice the speed of sound. Produced through Anglo-French cooperation, it made its maiden flight in 1969 and its last in 2003.









Concord grape






noun




a cultivated variety of fox grape, used to make wine, juice, and jellies.













Concordia

 
/känˈkôrdēə/






a port city in northeastern Argentina, in a farming region of Entre Ríos province, on the Uruguay River and the border with Uruguay; pop. 144,900 (est. 2005).










concours

 
/kōnˈko͝or /

 
concours d'élégance





I.
 
noun




an exhibition or contest, especially a parade of vintage or classic motor vehicles in which prizes are awarded for those in the best original condition.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘contest (of elegance).’





concourse

 
/ˈkänˌkôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large open area inside or in front of a public building, as in an airport or train station




•
 
the domestic arrivals concourse.










2.
 


‹formal›

 a crowd or assembly of people




•
 
a vast 
concourse of

 learned men.










3.
 
the action of coming together or meeting




•
 
the attracted concourse of the beauty and wealth of modern civilization.










4.
 
another term for concours
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
concours

 , from Latin 
concursus

 , from 
concurs-

 ‘run together, met,’ from the verb 
concurrere

 (see concur
 ). 
Sense

 1 (originally US) dates from the mid 19th cent.





concrescence

 
/kənˈkresəns/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the coalescence or growing together of parts originally separate.








II.
 
derivatives





concrescent

 
/-ˈkresənt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the senses ‘growth by assimilation’ and ‘a concretion’): from con-
 ‘together’ + 
-crescence

 , on the pattern of words such as 
excrescence

 . The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.






concrete

 
/ˈkänˌkrēt ˌkänˈkrēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing in a material or physical form; real or solid; not abstract




•
 
concrete objects like stones




•
 
it exists as a physically concrete form.










2.
 
specific; definite




•
 
I haven't got any concrete proof.










3.
 
(of a noun) denoting a material object as opposed to an abstract quality, state, or action.








II.
 
noun




a heavy, rough building material made from a mixture of broken stone or gravel, sand, cement, and water, that can be spread or poured into molds and that forms a stonelike mass on hardening




•
 
slabs of concrete




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the concrete sidewalk.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (an area) with concrete




•
 
the precious English countryside may soon be 
concreted over

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fix in position with concrete




•
 
the post is concreted into the ground.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 form (something) into a mass; solidify




•
 
the juices of the plants are concreted upon the surface.










4.
 
make real or concrete instead of abstract




•
 
concreting God into actual form.














IV.
 
phrases





be set in concrete






(of a policy or idea) be fixed and unalterable




•
 
I do not regard the Constitution as set in concrete.


















V.
 
derivatives





concreteness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘formed by cohesion, solidified’): from French 
concret

 or Latin 
concretus

 , past participle of 
concrescere

 ‘grow together.’ Early use was also as a grammatical term designating a quality belonging to a substance (usually expressed by an adjective such as 
white

 in 
white paper

 ) as opposed to the quality itself (expressed by an abstract noun such as 
whiteness

 ); later 
concrete

 came to be used to refer to nouns embodying attributes (e.g., 
fool

 , 
hero

 ), as opposed to the attributes themselves (e.g., 
foolishness

 , 
heroism

 ), and this is the basis of the modern use as the opposite of ‘abstract’ The noun sense ‘building material’ dates from the mid 19th cent.






concrete jungle

 
/ˌkänˈkrēt ˈjəNGɡəl/






noun




a modern city or urban area, especially when perceived as an unpleasant or challenging place to live.













concretely

 
/ˌkənˈkrētlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a definitive or conclusive way




•
 
a very real need to think concretely about the issues.










2.
 
in a way that is material or physical




•
 
these moments are captured concretely and indelibly on film.



















concrete mixer

 
/ˌkänˈkrēt ˌmiksər/






noun




a cement mixer.













concrete music






noun




another term for musique concrète
 .













concrete poetry






noun




poetry in which the meaning or effect is conveyed partly or wholly by visual means, using patterns of words or letters and other typographical devices.













concrete universal






noun




(in idealist philosophy) an abstraction that is manifest in a developing or organized set of instances, so having the qualities of both the universal and the particular.













concretion

 
/kənˈkrēSHən ˌkänˈkrēSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard solid mass formed by the local accumulation of matter, especially within the body or within a mass of sediment




•
 
a mass of small concretions, each built up layer upon layer around some small nucleus.










2.
 
the process by which matter forms into a concretion.








II.
 
derivatives





concretionary

 
/kənˈkrēSHəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
concretio(n-)

 , from 
concrescere

 ‘grow together.’





concretism

 
/känˈkrēˌtizəm, ˈkänkrē-/






noun




the theory or practice of concrete poetry, in which the visual arrangement of words in patterns or forms on the page takes precedence over the semantic or phonetic elements involved.













concretize

 
/ˈkänkrəˌtīz, känˈkrētˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an idea or concept) real; give specific or definite form to




•
 
the theme park is an attempt to concretize our fantasies.














II.
 
derivatives





concretization

 
/ˌkänˌkrētəˈzāSHən, ˌkäNGkrətə- /






noun





















concubinage

 
/kənˈkyo͞obənij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the practice of keeping a concubine.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the state of being a concubine.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Old French 
concubine

 (see concubine
 ).






concubine

 
/ˈkäNGkyəˌbīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (in polygamous societies) a woman who lives with a man but has lower status than his wife or wives.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 
‹archaic›

 a mistress.








II.
 
derivatives





concubinary

 
/kənˈkyo͞obəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
concubina

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’





concupiscence

 
/känˈkyo͞opəsəns/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 strong sexual desire; lust.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
concupiscentia

 , from Latin 
concupiscent-

 ‘beginning to desire,’ from the verb 
concupiscere

 , from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
cupere

 ‘to desire.’





concupiscent

 
/känˈkyo͞opəsənt/






adjective






‹formal›

 filled with sexual desire; lustful




•
 
concupiscent dreams.




















concur

 
/kənˈkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be of the same opinion; agree




•
 
the authors 
concurred with

 the majority




•
 
they 
concurred in

 the creation of the disciplinary procedures




•
 
“That's right,” the chairman concurred.










2.
 
(
concur with

 )
 — agree with (a decision, opinion, or finding)




•
 
we strongly concur with this recommendation.










3.
 
happen or occur at the same time; coincide




•
 
in tests, cytogenetic determination has been found to 
concur with

 enzymatic determination.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the senses ‘collide’ and ‘act in combination’): from Latin 
concurrere

 ‘run together, assemble in crowds,’ from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
currere

 ‘to run.’





concurrence

 
/kənˈkərəns /

 
concurrency






noun



1.
 
the fact of two or more events or circumstances happening or existing at the same time




•
 
the incidental concurrence of two separate tumors.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point at which three or more lines meet




•
 
the number of possible concurrences in the diagram.










3.
 
agreement or consistency




•
 
delays can be avoided by arriving at political concurrence at the start




•
 
we want the concurrence of law enforcement.



















concurrent

 
/kənˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing, happening, or done at the same time




•
 
there are three concurrent art fairs around the city.










2.
 
(of two or more prison sentences) to be served at the same time.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of three or more lines) meeting at or tending toward one point.








II.
 
derivatives





concurrency

 
/-ˈkərənsē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
concurrent-

 ‘running together, meeting,’ from the verb 
concurrere

 (see concur
 ).





concurrently

 
/kənˈkərən(t)lē/






adverb




at the same time; simultaneously




•
 
journal articles published 
concurrently with

 the exhibition.



















concurrent resolution






noun




a resolution adopted by both houses of a legislative assembly that does not require the signature of the chief executive and that does not have the force of law.














concuss

 
/kənˈkəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
concussed

 )


1.
 
hit the head of (a person or animal), causing temporary unconsciousness or confusion




•
 
she was shaken, slightly concussed, and in no state to carry on.














II.
 
derivatives





concussive

 
/-ˈkəsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘shake violently’): from Latin 
concuss-

 ‘dashed together, violently shaken,’ from the verb 
concutere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
quatere

 ‘shake.’





concussion

 
/kənˈkəSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
temporary unconsciousness caused by a blow to the head. The term is also used loosely of the aftereffects such as confusion or temporary incapacity.




2.
 
a violent shock as from a heavy blow




•
 
the ground shuddered with the concussion of the blast.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
concussio(n-)

 , from the verb 
concutere

 ‘dash together, shake’ (see concuss
 ).





condemn

 
/kənˈdem/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express complete disapproval of, typically in public; censure




•
 
fair-minded people declined to condemn her on mere suspicion.










2.
 
sentence (someone) to a particular punishment, especially death




•
 
the rebels had been 
condemned to

 death




•
 (as 
adj.

 
condemned

 )
 
the condemned men.










3.
 
officially declare (something, especially a building) to be unfit for use




•
 
the pool has been condemned as a health hazard.










4.
 
prove or show the guilt of




•
 
she could see in his eyes that her stumble had condemned her.










5.
 
(of circumstances) force (someone) to endure something unpleasant or undesirable




•
 
the physical ailments that 
condemned

 him 
to

 a lonely childhood.














II.
 
derivatives





condemnable

 
/kənˈdem(n)əb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
condemner

 , from Latin 
condemnare

 , from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
damnare

 ‘inflict loss on’ (see damn
 ).





condemnation

 
/ˌkändəmˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the expression of very strong disapproval; censure




•
 
there was strong international condemnation of the attack.










2.
 
the action of condemning someone to a punishment; sentencing.













condemnatory

 
/ˌkənˈdemnəˌtôrē/






adjective




expressing strong disapproval; censorious




•
 
condemnatory statements.



















condensate

 
/ˈkändənˌsāt ˈkänˌdenˌsāt kənˈdenˌsāt/






noun



1.
 
liquid formed by condensation.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound produced by a condensation reaction.













condensation

 
/ˌkänˌdenˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
water that collects as droplets on a cold surface when humid air is in contact with it.




2.
 
the conversion of a vapor or gas to a liquid.




3.
 
(also 
condensation reaction

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a reaction in which two molecules combine to form a larger molecule, producing a small molecule such as H2
 O as a byproduct.




4.
 


[Psychology]

 the fusion of two or more images, ideas, or symbolic meanings into a single composite or new image, as a primary process in unconscious thought exemplified in dreams.




5.
 
a concise version of something, especially a text




•
 
a readable condensation of the recent literature.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
condensatio(n-)

 , from 
condensare

 ‘press close together’ (see condense
 ).






condense

 
/kənˈdens/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) denser or more concentrated




•
 
the limestones of the Jurassic age are condensed into a mere 11 feet.










2.
 
express (a piece of writing or speech) in fewer words; make concise




•
 
he 
condensed

 the three plays 
into

 a three-hour drama.










3.
 
change or cause to change from a gas or vapor to a liquid


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the moisture vapor in the air 
condenses into

 droplets of water




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the cold air was condensing his breath.














II.
 
derivatives





condensable

 
/kənˈdensəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
condenser

 or Latin 
condensare

 , from 
condensus

 ‘very thick,’ from 
con-

 ‘completely’ + 
densus

 ‘dense.’





condensed

 
/kənˈdenst/






adjective



1.
 
made denser or more concise; compressed or concentrated




•
 
a condensed version of the report.










2.
 
(of a liquid) concentrated by the removal of water




•
 
condensed soup.










3.
 
changed from a gas or vapor to a liquid




•
 
droplets of condensed moisture.



















condensed milk

 
/kənˈdenst milk/






noun




canned milk that has been thickened by evaporation and sweetened.













condensed tannin






noun




any of various tannins with antioxidant properties occurring naturally in plants, comprising polymers of flavonoids linked by a carbon-to-carbon bond.













condenser

 
/kənˈdensər/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus or container for condensing vapor.




2.
 
a lens or system of lenses for collecting and directing light.




3.
 
another term for capacitor
 .













condescend

 
/ˌkändəˈsend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show feelings of superiority; be patronizing




•
 
take care not to 
condescend to

 your reader.










2.
 
do something in a haughty way, as though it is below one's dignity or level of importance




•
 
we'll be waiting for twenty minutes before she condescends to appear.














II.
 
derivatives





condescendence

 
/ˌkändəˈsend(ə)ns /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘give way, defer’): from Old French 
condescendre

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
condescendere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
descendere

 ‘descend.’





condescending

 
/ˌkändəˈsendiNG/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a feeling of patronizing superiority




•
 
she thought the teachers were arrogant and condescending




•
 
a condescending smile.














II.
 
derivatives





condescendingly

 
/ˌkändəˈsendiNGlē /






adverb





















condescension

 
/ˌkändəˈsen(t)SH(ə)n/






noun




an attitude of patronizing superiority; disdain




•
 
a tone of condescension




•
 
I'm treated with condescension.



















condign

 
/kənˈdīn/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (of punishment or retribution) appropriate to the crime or wrongdoing; fitting and deserved.








II.
 
derivatives





condignly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘worthy, appropriate’): from Old French 
condigne

 , from Latin 
condignus

 , from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
dignus

 ‘worthy.’





condiment

 
/ˈkändəmənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance such as salt or ketchup that is used to add flavor to food.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
condimentum

 , from 
condire

 ‘to pickle.’






condition

 
/kənˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of something, especially with regard to its appearance, quality, or working order




•
 
the wiring is in good condition




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
the bridge is in an extremely dangerous condition.










2.
 
a person's or animal's state of health or physical fitness




•
 
he is in fairly good condition considering what he has has been through




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
she was in a serious condition.










3.
 
an illness or other medical problem




•
 
a heart condition.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a particular state of existence




•
 
a condition of misery.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 social position or rank




•
 
those of humbler condition.










6.
 
(
conditions

 )
 — the circumstances affecting the way in which people live or work, especially with regard to their safety or well-being




•
 
harsh working and living conditions.










7.
 
the factors or prevailing situation influencing the performance or the outcome of a process




•
 
present market conditions.










8.
 
the prevailing state of the weather, ground, sea, or atmosphere at a particular time, especially as it affects a sporting event




•
 
the appalling conditions determined the style of play.










9.
 
a state of affairs that must exist or be brought about before something else is possible or permitted




•
 
for a member to borrow money, three conditions have to be met




•
 
all personnel should comply with this policy as 
a condition of

 employment




•
 
I'll accept your offer 
on one condition

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a significant influence on or determine (the manner or outcome of something)




•
 
national choices are conditioned by the international political economy.










2.
 
train or accustom (someone or something) to behave in a certain way or to accept certain circumstances




•
 
we have all been conditioned to the conventional format of TV




•
 
the child is conditioned to dislike food




•
 (as 
noun

 
conditioning

 )
 
the program examines aspects of social conditioning.










3.
 
bring (something) into the desired state for use




•
 
a product for conditioning leather.










4.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
conditioned

 )
 — make (a person or animal) fit and healthy




•
 
he was six feet two of perfectly conditioned muscle and bone.










5.
 
apply something to (the skin or hair) to give it a healthy or attractive look or feel




•
 
I condition my hair regularly.










6.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
conditioned

 )
 — bring (beer or stout) to maturation after fermentation while the yeast is still present




•
 
cask-conditioned real ales.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a beer or stout) undergo conditioning




•
 
brews that are allowed to condition in the bottle.










8.
 
set prior requirements on (something) before it can occur or be done




•
 
Congressmen have sought to limit and condition military and economic aid.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or out of) condition






in a fit (or unfit) physical state.









2.
 
in no condition to do something






certainly not fit or well enough to do something




•
 
you're in no condition to tackle the stairs.















3.
 
on condition that






with the stipulation that




•
 
he proposed deep cuts in offensive forces, on condition that an agreement be reached.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
condicion

 (noun), 
condicionner

 (verb), from Latin 
condicio(n-)

 ‘agreement,’ from 
condicere

 ‘agree upon,’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
dicere

 ‘say.’





conditional

 
/kənˈdiSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
subject to one or more conditions or requirements being met; made or granted on certain terms




•
 
Western aid was only granted conditional on further reform




•
 
the consortium has made a conditional offer.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a clause, phrase, conjunction, or verb form) expressing a condition.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Philosophy]

 a conditional clause or conjunction.




2.
 
a statement or sentence containing a conditional clause.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 the conditional mood of a verb, for example 
should die

 in 
if I should die

 .








III.
 
derivatives





conditionality

 
/kənˌdiSHəˈnalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
condicionel

 or late Latin 
condicionalis

 , from 
condicio(n-)

 ‘agreement’ (see condition
 ).





conditionally

 
/kənˈdiSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb




in a way that is subject to one or more conditions or requirements being met




•
 
they conditionally approved the proposal




•
 
he conditionally accepted the job.



















conditional probability






noun






[Statistics]

 the probability of an event (
A

 ), given that another (
B

 ) has already occurred.













conditional sale

 
/kənˈdiSHənl kənˈdiSHnəl sāl/






noun




the sale of goods according to a contract containing conditions, typically that ownership does not pass to the buyer until after a set time, usually after payment of the last installment of the purchase price, although the buyer has possession and is committed to acquiring ownership.













conditioned response

 
conditioned reflex






noun






[Psychology]

 an automatic response established by training to an ordinarily neutral stimulus.

See also classical conditioning
 .













conditioner

 
/kənˈdiSH(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
a substance or appliance used to improve or maintain something's condition




•
 
add a water conditioner to neutralize chlorine.










2.
 
a liquid applied to the hair after shampooing to improve its condition




•
 
conditioner will protect your hair from damage.



















condo

 
/ˈkändō/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for condominium
 (
sense

 1):




•
 
a high-rise condo.




















condole

 
/kənˈdōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
condole with

 )


1.
 
express sympathy for (someone); grieve with




•
 
the priest came to condole with Madeleine.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Christian Latin 
condolere

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
dolere

 ‘grieve, suffer.’





condolence

 
/kənˈdōləns/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
condolences

 )


1.
 
an expression of sympathy, especially on the occasion of a death




•
 
we offer our sincere condolences to his widow




•
 
letters of condolence.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from condole
 , influenced by French 
condoléance

 .





condom

 
/ˈkändəm/





I.
 
noun




a thin rubber sheath worn on a man's penis during sexual intercourse as a contraceptive or as protection against infection.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin; often said to be named after a physician who invented it, but no such person has been traced.






condominium

 
/ˌkändəˈminēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a building or complex of buildings containing a number of individually owned apartments or houses.




2.
 
each of the individual apartments or houses in a condominium complex.




3.
 
the system of ownership by which condominiums operate, in which owners have full title to the individual apartment or house and an undivided interest in the shared parts of the property.




4.
 
the joint control of a country's or territory's affairs by other countries.




5.
 
a state so governed.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
dominium

 ‘right of ownership’ (see dominion
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the 1960s.





condone

 
/kənˈdōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accept and allow (behavior that is considered morally wrong or offensive) to continue




•
 
the college cannot condone any behavior that involves illicit drugs.










2.
 
approve or sanction (something), especially with reluctance




•
 
the practice is not officially condoned by any airline.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
condonable

 
/kənˈdōnəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
condonation

 
/kənˌdōˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
condoner






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
condonare

 ‘refrain from punishing,’ from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
donare

 ‘give.’





condor

 
/ˈkänˌdôr ˈkänˌdər/





I.
 
noun




a large New World vulture with a bare head and mainly black plumage, living in mountainous country and spending much time soaring.

[Two species in the family 
Cathartidae

 : the 
Andean condor

 (
Vultur gryphus

 ) of South America, and the 
California condor

 (
Gymnogyps californianus

 ), which is close to extinction in the wild.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
cóndor

 , from Quechua 
kuntur

 .





condottiere

 
/ˌkändätēˈerē, ˌkändəˈtyerē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a leader or a member of a troop of mercenaries, especially in Italy.











– origin

 Italian, from 
condotto

 ‘troop under contract,’ from 
condotta

 ‘a contract,’ from 
condurre

 ‘conduct,’ from Latin 
conducere

 (see conduct
 ).






conduce

 
/kənˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
conduce to

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 help to bring about (a particular situation or outcome)




•
 
every possible care was taken that could conduce to their health and comfort.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lead or bring’): from Latin 
conducere

 ‘bring together’ (see conduct
 ).





conducive

 
/kənˈd(y)o͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




making a certain situation or outcome likely or possible




•
 
the harsh lights and cameras were hardly 
conducive to

 a relaxed atmosphere.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from conduce
 , on the pattern of words such as 
conductive

 .






conduct





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌdəkt /



1.
 
the manner in which a person behaves, especially on a particular occasion or in a particular context




•
 
the conduct of the police during the riot




•
 
members are bound by a 
code of conduct

 .










2.
 
the action or manner of managing an activity or organization




•
 
his conduct of the campaign.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of leading; guidance




•
 
traveling through the world under the conduct of chance.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈdəkt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
organize and carry out




•
 
in the second trial he conducted his own defense




•
 
surveys conducted among students.










2.
 
direct the performance of (a piece of music or a musical ensemble)




•
 
my first attempt to conduct a great work




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Toscanini is coming to conduct.










3.
 
lead or guide (someone) to or around a particular place




•
 
he conducted us through his personal gallery of the Civil War.










4.
 


[Physics]

 transmit (a form of energy such as heat or electricity) by conduction




•
 
heat is conducted to the surface.










5.
 
(
conduct oneself

 )
 — behave in a specified way




•
 
he conducted himself with the utmost propriety.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conductible

 
/kənˈdəktəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
conductibility

 
/kənˌdəktəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
conduct-

 ‘brought together,’ from the verb 
conducere

 . The term originally denoted some provision for safe passage, such as an escort or pass, surviving in safe conduct
 ; later the verb sense ‘lead, guide’ arose, hence ‘manage’ and ‘management’ (late Middle English), later ‘management of oneself, behavior’ (mid 16th cent). The original form of the word was 
conduit

 , which was preserved only in the sense ‘channel’ (see conduit
 ); in all other uses the spelling was influenced by Latin.





conductance

 
/kənˈdəktəns/






noun




the degree to which an object conducts electricity, calculated as the ratio of the current that flows to the potential difference present. This is the reciprocal of the resistance, and is measured in siemens or mhos. .













conduct disorder






noun






(chiefly US)

 a range of antisocial types of behavior displayed in childhood or adolescence.













conduction

 
/kənˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process by which heat or electricity is directly transmitted through a substance when there is a difference of temperature or of electrical potential between adjoining regions, without movement of the material.




2.
 
the process by which sound waves travel through a medium.




3.
 
the transmission of impulses along nerves.




4.
 
the conveying of fluid through a pipe or other channel.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the senses ‘provision for safe passage’ and ‘leadership’): from Latin 
conductio(n-)

 , from the verb 
conducere

 (see conduct
 ).





conduction band






noun






[Physics]

 a delocalized band of energy partly filled with electrons in a crystalline solid. These electrons have great mobility and are responsible for electrical conductivity.













conductive

 
/kənˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the property of conducting something (especially heat or electricity)




•
 
to induce currents in conductive coils.










2.
 
of or relating to conduction.








II.
 
derivatives





conductively






adverb





















conductivity

 
/ˌkänˌdəkˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the degree to which a specified material conducts electricity, calculated as the ratio of the current density in the material to the electric field that causes the flow of current. It is the reciprocal of the resistivity.




2.
 
(also 
thermal conductivity

 )
 — the rate at which heat passes through a specified material, expressed as the amount of heat that flows per unit time through a unit area with a temperature gradient of one degree per unit distance.













conductor

 
/kənˈdəktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who directs the performance of an orchestra or choir




•
 
he was appointed principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person in charge of a train, streetcar, or other public conveyance, who collects fares and sells tickets.




3.
 


[Physics]

 a material or device that conducts or transmits heat, electricity, or sound, especially when regarded in terms of its capacity to do this




•
 
graphite is a reasonably good conductor of electricity.










4.
 
another term for lightning rod
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conductorial

 
/ˌkänˌdəkˈtôrēəl, kən- /






adjective













2.
 
conductorship

 
/kənˈdəktərˌSHip /






noun





conductor
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a military leader): via Old French from Latin 
conductor

 , from 
conducere

 ‘bring together’ (see conduct
 ).





conductress

 
/kənˈdəktrəs/






noun




a female conductor, especially in a bus or other passenger vehicle.













conductus

 
/kənˈdəktəs/





I.
 
noun




a musical setting of a metrical Latin text, of the 12th or 13th century.











– origin

 from medieval Latin, from Latin 
conducere

 ‘bring together’ (see conduct
 ).






conduit

 
/ˈkänˌd(y)o͞oət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a channel for conveying water or other fluid




•
 
a conduit for conveying water to the power plant.










2.
 
a person or organization that acts as a channel for the transmission of something




•
 
the office acts as a conduit for ideas to flow throughout the organization.










3.
 
a tube or trough for protecting electric wiring




•
 
the gas pipe should not be close to any electrical conduit.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
conductus

 , from Latin 
conducere

 ‘bring together’ (see conduct
 ).





condylarth

 
/ˈkändəˌlärTH/





I.
 
noun




a fossil herbivorous mammal of the early Tertiary period, ancestral to the ungulates.

[Order 
Condylarthra

 : several families.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Condylarthra

 (plural), from Greek 
kondulos

 ‘knuckle’ + 
arthron

 ‘joint.’






condyle

 
/ˈkändīl/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a rounded protuberance at the end of some bones, forming an articulation with another bone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
condylar

 
/ˈkändələr /






adjective













2.
 
condyloid

 
/ˈkändəˌloid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
condylus

 , from Greek 
kondulos

 ‘knuckle.’





condyloma

 
/ˌkändəˈlōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a raised growth on the skin resembling a wart, typically in the genital region, caused by viral infection or syphilis and transmissible by contact.








II.
 
derivatives





condylomatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
kondulōma

 ‘callous lump,’ from 
kondulos

 ‘knuckle.’






cone

 
/kōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid or hollow object that tapers from a circular or roughly circular base to a point.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a surface or solid figure generated by the straight lines that pass from a circle or other closed curve to a single point (the vertex) not in the same plane as the curve. A cone with the vertex perpendicularly over the center of a circular base is a 
right circular cone

 .




3.
 
(also 
traffic cone

 )
 — a plastic cone-shaped object that is used to separate off or close sections of a road.




4.
 
an edible wafer container shaped like a cone in which ice cream is served.




5.
 
a conical mountain or peak, especially one of volcanic origin.




6.
 
(also 
pyrometric cone

 )
 — a ceramic pyramid that melts at a known temperature and is used to indicate the temperature of a kiln.




7.
 
short for cone shell
 .




8.
 
the dry fruit of a conifer, typically tapering to a rounded end and formed of a tight array of overlapping scales on a central axis that separate to release the seeds.




9.
 
a flower resembling a pine cone, especially that of the hop plant.




10.
 


[Anatomy]

 a light-sensitive cell of one of the two types present in the retina of the eye, responding mainly to bright light and responsible for sharpness of vision and color perception.

Compare with rod
 (
sense

 5).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an apex or vertex): from French 
cône

 , via Latin from Greek 
kōnos

 .





coned

 
/kōnd/






adjective



1.
 
conical.




2.
 
having cones


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the big-coned southern California pine.




















coneflower

 
/ˈkōnˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a North American plant of the daisy family that has flowers with conelike disks that appear to consist of soft spines.

[
Rudbeckia

 , 
Echinacea

 , and other genera, family 
Compositae

 : numerous species, including the yellow-flowered 
sweet coneflower

 (
R. subtomentosa

 ), the 
purple coneflower

 (
E. purpurea

 ) with swept-back reddish-purple petals, and the tall 
green-headed coneflower

 (
R. laciniata

 ) with yellow petals and greenish disks.]













cone of silence





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imaginary device that prevents eavesdropping on a private conversation.




2.
 
an electronic device or isolated room intended for the same purpose.




3.
 
a directive that prohibits oral communication about a specified subject.




4.
 
an agreement or conspiracy to maintain secrecy about a subject.











– origin

 1960s: originally a fantasy prop in the television series 
Get Smart

 .





cone-shaped






adjective




having the shape of a cone, tapering from a round base to a point




•
 
the ants construct cone-shaped mounds of soil.




















cone shell






noun




shell a predatory mollusk of warm seas, with a conical shell that typically displays intricate patterns. It captures prey by injecting venom, which can be lethal to humans, and the shells are popular with collectors.

[Genus 
Conus

 , family 
Conidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : numerous species.]














Conestoga wagon

 
/ˌkänəˈstōɡə ˌwaɡən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a large covered wagon used for long-distance travel, typically carrying pioneers in the westward migration.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named after 
Conestoga

 , a town in Pennsylvania.





conex

 
/ˈkänˌeks/





I.
 
noun




a large, steel-reinforced reusable container for shipping military cargo or, when modified, for use as temporary accommodations




•
 
they told us we'd be staying in luxury air-conditioned conexes.

















– origin

 acronym from 
container express

 .





coney

 
/ˈkōnē /

 
cony





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Heraldry]

 a rabbit.




2.
 
rabbit fur.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a pika.




4.
 
(in biblical use) a hyrax.




5.
 
a small grouper (fish) found on the coasts of the tropical western Atlantic, with variable coloration.

[
Epinephelus fulvus

 , family 
Serranidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
conin

 , from Latin 
cuniculus

 .





Coney Island

 
/ˌkōnē ˈīlənd/






a resort and amusement park in the Brooklyn borough of New York City, on the southern shore of Long Island.









confab

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänfab kənˈfab /



1.
 
an informal private conversation or discussion




•
 
they wandered off to the woods for a private confab.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a meeting or conference of members of a particular group




•
 
this year's annual American Booksellers Association confab.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkänfab kənˈfab /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in informal private conversation




•
 
Peter was confabbing with a curly-haired guy.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: abbreviation of 
confabulation

 (see confabulate
 ).






confabulate

 
/kənˈfabyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 engage in conversation; talk




•
 
she could be heard on the telephone confabulating with someone.










2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 fabricate imaginary experiences as compensation for loss of memory.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
confabulation

 
/kənˌfabyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
confabulatory

 
/kənˈfabyələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
confabulat-

 ‘chatted together,’ from the verb 
confabulari

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
fabulari

 (from 
fabula

 ‘fable’).






confect

 
/kənˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 make (something) by putting together various elements




•
 
together they had confected a valiseful of show tunes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
confect-

 ‘put together,’ from the verb 
conficere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’






confection

 
/kənˈfekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish or delicacy made with sweet ingredients




•
 
a whipped chocolate and cream confection.










2.
 
an elaborately constructed thing, especially a frivolous one




•
 
the city is a classical confection of shimmering gold.










3.
 
a fashionable or elaborate article of women's dress




•
 
she was wearing some white confection with an enormous satin bow.










4.
 
the action of mixing or compounding something.








II.
 
derivatives





confectionary

 
/kənˈfekSHəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘something made by mixing,’ especially a medicinal preparation): via Old French from Latin 
confectio(n-)

 , from 
conficere

 ‘put together’ (see confect
 ).





confectioner

 
/kənˈfekSH(ə)nər/






noun




a person whose occupation is making or selling candy and other sweets.














confectioners sugar

 
confectioner's sugar






noun






(US)

 finely powdered sugar with cornstarch added, used for making icings and candy.













confectionery

 
/kənˈfekSHəˌnerē/






noun



1.
 
candy and other sweets considered collectively.




2.
 
a shop that sells candy and other sweets.














confederacy

 
/kənˈfed(ə)rəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a league or alliance, especially of confederate states.




2.
 
(
the Confederacy

 )
 — another term for Confederate States of America
 .




3.
 
an alliance of people or groups formed for an illicit purpose.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
confederacie

 , based on Latin 
confoederare

 ‘join together in league’ (see confederation
 ).





confederal

 
/kənˈfedərəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a confederation.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from confederation
 , on the pattern of 
federal

 .





confederate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/kənˈfed(ə)rət /



1.
 
joined by an agreement or treaty




•
 
some local groups united to form confederate councils.










2.
 
(
Confederate

 )
 — of or relating to the Confederate States of America




•
 
the Confederate flag.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/kənˈfed(ə)rət /



1.
 
a person one works with, especially in something secret or illegal; an accomplice




•
 
where was his confederate, the girl who had stolen Richard's wallet?










2.
 
(
Confederate

 )
 — a supporter of the Confederate States of America.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈfedəˌrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
confederated

 )


1.
 
bring (states or groups of people) into an alliance




•
 
Switzerland is a model for the new confederated Europe.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late (ecclesiastical) Latin 
confoederatus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
foederatus

 (see federate
 ).






Confederate States of America

 
the Confederacy






the eleven southern states (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia) that seceded from the US in 1860–61, thus precipitating the Civil War.










confederation

 
/kənˌfedəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organization that consists of a number of parties or groups united in an alliance or league




•
 
a confederation of trade unions.










2.
 
a more or less permanent union of countries with some or most political power vested in a central authority




•
 
Canada became a confederation in 1867.










3.
 
the action of confederating or the state of being confederated




•
 
a referendum on confederation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
confederacion

 or late Latin 
confederatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
confoederare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
foederare

 ‘join in league with’ (from 
foedus

 ‘league, treaty’).






confer

 
/kənˈfər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grant or bestow (a title, degree, benefit, or right)




•
 
moves were made to 
confer

 an honorary degree 
on

 her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have discussions; exchange opinions




•
 
the officials were 
conferring with

 allies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conferment

 
/kənˈfərmənt /






noun





confer
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
conferrable

 
/kənˈfərəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
conferral

 
/-ˈfərəl /






noun





confer
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘bring together,’ also 
sense

 2): from Latin 
conferre

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring.’





conferee

 
/ˌkänfəˈrē/






noun



1.
 
a person who attends a conference.




2.
 
a person on whom something is conferred.













conference

 
/ˈkänf(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal meeting for discussion




•
 
he gathered all the men around the table for a conference.










2.
 
a formal meeting that typically takes place over a number of days and involves people with a shared interest, especially one held regularly by an association or organization




•
 
an international conference on the environment




•
 
the third annual National Wilderness Conference.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a linking of several telephones or computers, so that each user may communicate with the others simultaneously




•
 
a 
conference call

 .










4.
 
an association of sports teams that play each other.




5.
 
the governing body of some Christian churches, especially the Methodist Church.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
conferencing

 )


1.
 
take part in a conference or conference call




•
 
video conferencing.














III.
 
phrases





in conference






in a meeting; engaged in discussions.















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘conversation, talk’): from French 
conférence

 or medieval Latin 
conferentia

 , from Latin 
conferre

 ‘bring together’ (see confer
 ).





Conference on Disarmament






a committee of 65 member nations that seeks to negotiate multilateral disarmament.










confess

 
/kənˈfes/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
admit or state that one has committed a crime or is at fault in some way


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he confessed that he had attacked the old man




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he wants to 
confess to

 Caroline's murder




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I damaged your car,” she confessed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
once apprehended, they would confess their guilt.










2.
 
admit or acknowledge something reluctantly, typically because one feels slightly ashamed or embarrassed


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I must confess that I was slightly surprised




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
confessed to

 a lifelong passion for food




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I needed to see you, too,” he confessed.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — declare (one's religious faith)




•
 
150 people confessed faith in Christ.










4.
 
declare one's sins formally to a priest


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I could not confess all my sins to the priest




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he gave himself up after 
confessing to

 a priest.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a priest) hear the confession of (someone)




•
 
St. Ambrose would weep bitter tears when confessing a sinner.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
confesser

 , from Latin 
confessus

 , past participle of 
confiteri

 ‘acknowledge,’ from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
fateri

 ‘declare, avow.’





confessant

 
/kənˈfes(ə)nt/






noun




a person who confesses to a priest; a penitent.













confessedly

 
/kənˈfesədlē/






adverb




by one's own admission




•
 
many therapists have had clients who, confessedly or otherwise, have fallen in love with them.




















confession

 
/kənˈfeSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal statement admitting that one is guilty of a crime




•
 
he signed a confession to the murders.










2.
 
an admission or acknowledgment that one has done something that one is ashamed or embarrassed about




•
 
by his own confession, he had strayed perilously close to alcoholism.










3.
 
a formal admission of one's sins with repentance and desire of absolution, especially privately to a priest as a religious duty




•
 
she still had not been 
to confession

 .







See also sacrament of reconciliation
 .




4.
 
(
confessions

 )
 — 

‹often humorous›

 intimate revelations about a person's private life or occupation, especially as presented in a sensationalized form in a book, newspaper, or movie




•
 
confessions of a driving instructor.










5.
 
(also 
confession of faith

 )
 — a statement setting out essential religious doctrine.




6.
 
(also 
Confession

 )
 — the religious body or church sharing a confession of faith.




7.
 
a statement of one's principles




•
 
his words are a political confession of faith.














II.
 
derivatives





confessionary

 
/kənˈfeSHəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
confessio(n-)

 , from 
confiteri

 ‘acknowledge’ (see confess
 ).





confessional

 
/kənˈfeSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an enclosed stall in a church divided by a screen or curtain in which a priest sits to hear people confess their sins.




2.
 
an admission or acknowledgment that one has done something that one is ashamed or embarrassed about; a confession.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of speech or writing) in which a person reveals or admits to private thoughts or past incidents, especially ones that cause shame or embarrassment




•
 
the autobiography is remarkably confessional




•
 
his confessional outpourings.










2.
 
of or relating to religious confession




•
 
the priest leaned forward in his best confessional manner.










3.
 
of or relating to confessions of faith or doctrinal systems




•
 
the confessional approach to religious education.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): the adjective from confession
 + -al
 ; the noun via French from Italian 
confessionale

 , from medieval Latin, neuter of 
confessionalis

 , from Latin 
confessio(n-)

 , from 
confiteri

 ‘acknowledge’ (see confess
 ).





confessor

 
/kənˈfesər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a priest who hears confessions and gives absolution and spiritual counsel.




2.
 
a person to whom another confides personal problems.




3.
 
a person who avows religious faith in the face of opposition, but does not suffer martyrdom.




4.
 
a person who makes a confession.











– origin

 Old English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
confessour

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
confessor

 , from Latin 
confess-

 ‘acknowledged’ (see confess
 ).





confetti

 
/kənˈfedē/





I.
 
noun




small pieces of colored paper thrown during a celebration such as a wedding.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally denoting the real or imitation sweets thrown during Italian carnivals): from Italian, literally ‘sweets,’ from Latin 
confectum

 ‘something prepared,’ neuter past participle of 
conficere

 ‘put together’ (see confect
 ).





confidant

 
/ˈkänfəˌdant ˈkänfəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




a person with whom one shares a secret or private matter, trusting them not to repeat it to others.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of confident
 (as a noun in the same sense in the early 17th cent.), probably to represent the pronunciation of French 
confidente

 ‘having full trust.’





confide

 
/kənˈfīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell someone about a secret or private matter while trusting them not to repeat it to others




•
 
he 
confided

 his fears 
to

 his mother




•
 
“I have been afraid,” she confided




•
 
the judge confided that he had been swayed by the sister of the accused.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
confide in

 )
 — trust (someone) enough to tell them of a secret or private matter




•
 
he confided in friends that he and his wife planned to separate.










3.
 
(
confide something to

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 entrust something to (someone) for safekeeping




•
 
the property of others confided to their care was unjustifiably risked.














II.
 
derivatives





confidingly

 
/kənˈfīdiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘place trust (in)’): from Latin 
confidere

 ‘have full trust.’ The sense ‘impart as a secret’ dates from the mid 18th cent.






confidence

 
/ˈkänfədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling or belief that one can rely on someone or something; firm trust




•
 
we had every 
confidence in

 the staff




•
 
he had gained the young man's confidence.










2.
 
the state of feeling certain about the truth of something




•
 
it is not possible to say with confidence how much of the increase in sea levels is due to melting glaciers.










3.
 
a feeling of self-assurance arising from one's appreciation of one's own abilities or qualities




•
 
she's brimming with confidence




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
he would walk up those steps with a confidence he didn't feel.










4.
 
the telling of private matters or secrets with mutual trust




•
 
someone with whom you may raise your suspicions 
in confidence

 .










5.
 
(often 
confidences

 )
 — a secret or private matter told to someone under a condition of trust




•
 
the girls exchanged confidences about their parents.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in someone's confidence






in a position of trust with someone.









2.
 
take someone into one's confidence






tell someone one's secrets.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
confidentia

 , from 
confidere

 ‘have full trust’ (see confident
 ).






confidence game

 
/ˈkänfəd(ə)ns ɡām /

 


‹Brit.›

 confidence trick





I.
 
noun




a swindle in which the victim is persuaded to trust the swindler in some way.








II.
 
derivatives





confidence trickster






noun






(Brit.)























confidence interval

 
/ˈkänfəd(ə)ns ˈin(t)ərvəl/






noun






[Statistics]

 a range of values so defined that there is a specified probability that the value of a parameter lies within it.













confidence level

 
/ˈkänfəd(ə)ns ˈlevəl/






noun






[Statistics]

 the probability that the value of a parameter falls within a specified range of values.













confidence limit






noun






[Statistics]

 either of the extreme values of a confidence interval.













confidence man

 
/ˈkänfəd(ə)ns man/






noun




old-fashioned term for con man
 .














confident

 
/ˈkänfədənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing confidence in oneself; self-assured




•
 
she was a confident, outgoing girl




•
 
a confident smile.










2.
 
feeling or showing certainty about something




•
 
this time they're 
confident of

 a happy ending




•
 
I am not very 
confident about

 tonight's game.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a confidant.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
confident(e

 ), from Italian 
confidente

 , from Latin 
confident-

 ‘having full trust,’ from the verb 
confidere

 , from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
fidere

 ‘trust.’





confidential

 
/ˌkänfəˈden(t)SHəl/






adjective



1.
 
intended to be kept secret




•
 
confidential information




•
 
knowledge that was privileged and confidential.










2.
 
(of a person's tone of voice) indicating that what one says is private or secret




•
 
he dropped his voice to a confidential whisper.










3.
 
entrusted with private or restricted information




•
 
a confidential secretary.



















confidentiality

 
/känfədenSHēˈalədē/






noun




the state of keeping or being kept secret or private




•
 
the lead bank's duty of confidentiality to the borrower




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
visitors have to sign confidentiality agreements.



















confidentially

 
/ˌkänfəˈden(t)SHəlē/






adverb




in a way that is intended to be private or secret; privately




•
 
all queries will be treated confidentially.



















confidently

 
/ˈkänfidən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a self-assured way that expresses faith in oneself or one's abilities or qualities




•
 
I strode confidently up to the rope.










2.
 
in a way that expresses little or no doubt about something




•
 
he confidently predicts a change of fortune.




















configuration

 
/kənˌfiɡ(y)əˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrangement of elements in a particular form, figure, or combination




•
 
the broad configuration of the economy remains capitalist




•
 
the arena is equipped to stage indoor sports with various configurations of seating.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the fixed three-dimensional relationship of the atoms in a molecule, defined by the bonds between them.

Compare with conformation
 .




3.
 


[Computing]

 the arrangement or set-up of the hardware and software that make up a computer system




•
 
the PC comes with a removable hard disk drive as part of the standard configuration.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 another term for gestalt
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
configurational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
configurationally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
configurative

 
/-ˈfiɡ(y)ərətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the relative position of celestial objects): from late Latin 
configuratio(n-)

 , from Latin 
configurare

 ‘shape after a pattern’ (see configure
 ).






configure

 
/kənˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shape or put together in a particular form or configuration




•
 
two of the aircraft will be configured as VIP transports.










2.
 


[Computing]

 arrange or order (a computer system or an element of it) so as to fit it for a designated task




•
 
expanded memory can be configured as a virtual drive.














II.
 
derivatives





configurable

 
/kənˈfiɡyərəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
configurare

 ‘shape after a pattern,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
figurare

 ‘to shape’ (from 
figura

 ‘shape or figure’).





confine





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈfīn /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (
confine someone/something to

 )


1.
 
keep or restrict someone or something within certain limits of (space, scope, quantity, or time)




•
 
he does not confine his message to politics




•
 
your boating will mostly be confined to a few hours at weekends




•
 
you've 
confined yourself

 to what you know.










2.
 
(
confine someone to/in

 )
 — restrain or forbid someone from leaving (a place)




•
 
the troops were confined to their barracks.










3.
 
(
be confined to

 )
 — (of a person) be unable to leave (one's bed, home, or a wheelchair) because of illness or disability




•
 
he was confined to bed for four days with a bad dose of flu.










4.
 
(
be confined

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 (of a woman) remain in bed for a period before, during, and after the birth of a child




•
 
she was confined for nearly a month.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänfīn /
 (
confines

 )


1.
 
the borders or boundaries of a place, especially with regard to their restricting freedom of movement




•
 
they were cramped within 
the confines of

 a little cabin.










2.
 
the limits or restrictions of something abstract, especially a subject or sphere of activity




•
 
the narrow confines of political life.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from French 
confins

 (plural noun), from Latin 
confinia

 , from 
confinis

 ‘bordering,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
finis

 ‘end, limit’ (plural 
fines

 ‘territory’). The verb senses are from French 
confiner

 , based on Latin 
confinis

 .





confined

 
/kənˈfīnd/






adjective




(of a space) restricted in area or volume; cramped




•
 
wear a dust mask and goggles when soldering in confined spaces.



















confinement

 
/kənˈfīnmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of confining, or the state of being confined




•
 
he was immediately released from his confinement.










2.
 


‹dated›

 the condition of being in childbirth




•
 
the pros and cons of home versus hospital confinement




•
 
my grandmother's last six confinements.




















confirm

 
/kənˈfərm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish the truth or correctness of (something previously believed, suspected, or feared to be the case)




•
 
if these fears are confirmed, the outlook for the economy will be dire




•
 
the report confirms that a diet rich in vitamin C can help to prevent cataracts.










2.
 
state with assurance that a report or fact is true




•
 
he confirmed that the general was in the hands of the rebels




•
 
“It is indeed real coffee,” I confirmed.










3.
 
(
confirm someone in

 )
 — reinforce someone in (an opinion, belief, or feeling)




•
 
he fueled his misogyny by cultivating women who confirmed him in this view.










4.
 
make (a provisional arrangement or appointment) definite




•
 
Mr. Baker's assistant telephoned to confirm his appointment with the chairman.










5.
 
make (something, especially a person's appointment to a position or an agreement) formally valid; ratify




•
 
the organization has confirmed the appointment of Mr. Collins as managing director.










6.
 
formally declare (someone) to be appointed to a particular position




•
 
he was 
confirmed as

 the new peace envoy.










7.
 
administer the religious rite of confirmation to




•
 
he had been baptized and confirmed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
confirmative

 
/kənˈfərmədiv /






adjective













2.
 
confirmatory

 
/kənˈfərməˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
confermer

 , from Latin 
confirmare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
firmare

 ‘strengthen’ (from 
firmus

 ‘firm’).





confirmand

 
/kənˈfərmənd/






noun




a person who is to undergo the religious rite of confirmation.













confirmation

 
/ˌkänfərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of confirming something or the state of being confirmed




•
 
Sylvia received official confirmation of the instructorship.










2.
 
(in the Christian Church) the rite at which a baptized person, especially one baptized as an infant, affirms Christian belief and is admitted as a full member of the church.




3.
 
the Jewish ceremony of bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
confirmatio(n-)

 , from 
confirmare

 ‘make firm, establish’ (see confirm
 ).





confirmation bias






noun




the tendency to interpret new evidence as confirmation of one's existing beliefs or theories.













confirmed

 
/kənˈfərmd/






adjective




(of a person) firmly established in a particular habit, belief, or way of life and unlikely to change




•
 
a confirmed bachelor




•
 
a confirmed teetotaler.



















confiscate

 
/ˈkänfəˌskāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take or seize (someone's property) with authority




•
 
the guards confiscated his camera




•
 (as 
adj.

 
confiscated

 )
 
confiscated equipment.










2.
 
take (a possession, especially land) as a penalty and give it to the public treasury




•
 
the government confiscated his property.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
confiscator

 
/ˈkänfəˌskādər /






noun













2.
 
confiscatory

 
/kənˈfiskəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
confiscat-

 ‘put away in a chest, consigned to the public treasury,’ from the verb 
confiscare

 , based on 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
fiscus

 ‘chest, treasury.’





confiscation

 
/ˌkänfəˈskāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of taking or seizing someone's property with authority; seizure




•
 
a court ordered the confiscation of her property.



















confit

 
/känˈfē/





I.
 
noun




duck or other meat cooked slowly in its own fat.











– origin

 French,‘conserved,’ from 
confire

 ‘prepare.’





Confiteor

 
/känˈfidēˌôr/





I.
 
noun




a form of prayer confessing sins, used in the Roman Catholic Mass and some other sacraments.











– origin

 Middle English: Latin, literally ‘I confess,’ from the formula 
Confiteor Deo Omnipotenti

 ‘I confess to Almighty God.’





confiture

 
/ˈkänfəCHər/






noun



1.
 
a preparation of preserved fruit.




2.
 
a confection.













conflagrant

 
/kənˈflāɡrənt/






adjective




on fire; blazing.













conflagration

 
/ˌkänfləˈɡrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an extensive fire that destroys a great deal of land or property.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting consumption by fire): from Latin 
conflagratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
conflagrare

 , from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
flagrare

 ‘to blaze.’





conflate

 
/kənˈflāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
combine (two or more texts, ideas, etc.) into one




•
 
the urban crisis conflates a number of different economic and social issues.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fuse or melt down metal’): from Latin 
conflat-

 ‘kindled, fused,’ from the verb 
conflare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
flare

 ‘to blow.’





conflation

 
/kənˈflāSH(ə)n/






noun




the merging of two or more sets of information, texts, ideas, etc. into one




•
 
the forceful conflation of two traditions.



















conflict





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌflikt /



1.
 
a serious disagreement or argument, typically a protracted one




•
 
the eternal 
conflict between

 the sexes




•
 
doctors often 
come into conflict with

 politicians.










2.
 
a prolonged armed struggle




•
 
overseas conflicts.










3.
 
an incompatibility between two or more opinions, principles, or interests




•
 
there was a 
conflict between

 his business and domestic life.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 a condition in which a person experiences a clash of opposing wishes or needs.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈflikt ˈkänˌflikt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be incompatible or at variance; clash




•
 
parents' and children's interests sometimes conflict




•
 
those tournament dates would have 
conflicted with

 Memorial Day.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
conflicted

 )
 — having or showing confused and mutually inconsistent feelings




•
 
my feelings are so conflicted that I hardly know how to answer.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conflictive

 
/kənˈfliktiv, ˈkänˌflik- /






adjective













2.
 
conflictual

 
/kənˈflikCHo͞oəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
conflict-

 ‘struck together, fought,’ from the verb 
confligere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
fligere

 ‘to strike’; the noun is via Latin 
conflictus

 ‘a contest.’






conflict diamond






noun




(especially in Africa) an uncut diamond mined in an area of armed conflict and traded illicitly to finance the fighting.













conflict-free






adjective



1.
 
not involving or characterized by serious disagreement or argument




•
 
the separation was smooth and conflict-free




•
 
a post-Marxist ideal of a classless, conflict-free society.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a diamond or other mineral that has not been mined in an area of armed conflict and traded illicitly to finance the fighting




•
 
when we were shopping for a ring we were looking for conflict-free diamonds




•
 
these systems will enable companies to know with certainty that the minerals they are buying are really conflict-free




•
 
the tin and tantalum are extracted from conflict-free mines.



















conflicting

 
/kənˈfliktiNG/






adjective




incompatible or at variance; contradictory




•
 
there are conflicting accounts of what occurred.



















conflict mineral






noun




(especially in Africa) a mineral mined in an area of armed conflict and traded illicitly to finance the fighting




•
 
cell phones and laptops containing conflict minerals from Congo.



















conflict of interest






noun



1.
 
a situation in which the concerns or aims of two different parties are incompatible




•
 
the conflict of interest between elected officials and corporate lobbyists.










2.
 
a situation in which a person is in a position to derive personal benefit from actions or decisions made in their official capacity




•
 
Watson quit his job after questions about a possible conflict of interest.




















confluence

 
/ˈkänˌflo͞oəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the junction of two rivers, especially rivers of approximately equal width




•
 
here at 
the confluence of

 the Laramie and North Platte Rivers.










2.
 
an act or process of merging




•
 
a major confluence of the world's financial markets.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
confluentia

 , from Latin 
confluere

 ‘flow together’ (see confluent
 ).






confluent

 
/ˈkänˌflo͞oənt kənˈflo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective




flowing together or merging




•
 
warm confluent smells.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
confluent-

 ‘flowing together,’ from 
confluere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





conflux

 
/ˈkänˌfləks/





I.
 
noun




another term for confluence
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
confluxus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
fluxus

 (see flux
 ).





confocal

 
/känˈfōkəl/






adjective



1.
 
having a common focus or foci




•
 
confocal ellipses.










2.
 
denoting or using a microscope whose imaging system only collects light from a small spot on the specimen, giving greater resolution.














conform

 
/kənˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
comply with rules, standards, or laws




•
 
the kitchen does not 
conform to

 hygiene regulations




•
 
the changes were introduced to 
conform with

 international classifications.










2.
 
(of a person) behave according to socially acceptable conventions or standards




•
 
the pressure to conform.










3.
 
be similar in form or type; agree




•
 
the countryside should 
conform to

 a certain idea of the picturesque.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make (something) like another thing’): from Old French 
conformer

 , from Latin 
conformare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
formare

 ‘to form.’





conformable

 
/kənˈfôrməbəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — (usu. 
conformable to

 )


1.
 
(of a person) disposed or accustomed to conform to what is acceptable or expected.




2.
 
similar in form or nature; consistent




•
 
this proposition might be conformable to the original conjecture.










3.
 


[Geology]

 (of strata in contact) deposited in a continuous sequence, and typically having the same direction of stratification.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conformability

 
/kənˌfôrməˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
conformably

 
/kənˈfôrməblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘compliant (to) or tractable’): from medieval Latin 
conformabilis

 , from Latin 
conformare

 ‘to form, fashion’ (see conform
 ).






conformal

 
/kənˈfôrməl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a map projection or a mathematical mapping) preserving the correct angles between directions within small areas, though distorting distances.

Also called orthomorphic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





conformally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘conformable’): from late Latin 
conformalis

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
formalis

 ‘formal.’ The current sense was coined in German.





conformance

 
/kənˈfôrməns/






noun




another term for conformity
 .














conformation

 
/ˌkänfôrˈmāSHən ˌkänfərˈmāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the shape or structure of something, especially an animal




•
 
the judges run their hands over the dog's body and legs, checking its conformation.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of the spatial arrangements that the atoms in a molecule may adopt and freely convert between, especially by rotation about individual single bonds.

Compare with configuration
 .








II.
 
derivatives





conformational

 
/ˌkänfərˈmāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘conforming, adaptation’): from Latin 
conformatio(n-)

 , from 
conformare

 ‘to shape, fashion’ (see conform
 ).





conformer

 
/kənˈfôrmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a form of a compound having a particular molecular conformation




•
 
changing the temperature alters the relative proportions of the conformers.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of 
conformational

 (see conformation
 ) and isomer
 .





conformist

 
/kənˈfôrməst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who conforms to accepted behavior or established practices.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a person who conforms to the practices of the Church of England.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person or activity) conforming to accepted behavior or established practices; conventional.








III.
 
derivatives





conformism

 
/kənˈfôrˌmizəm /






noun






















conformity

 
/kənˈfôrmədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
compliance with standards, rules, or laws




•
 


conformity to

 regulations




•
 
the goods were 
in conformity with

 the contract.










2.
 
behavior in accordance with socially accepted conventions or standards




•
 
loyalty to one's party need not imply unquestioning conformity.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 compliance with the practices of the Church of England.




4.
 
similarity in form or type; agreement in character




•
 
these changes are intended to ensure 
conformity between

 all schemes.










5.
 


[Geology]

 (of strata in contact) a continuous sequence of deposits, typically in parallel strata.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
conformite

 or late Latin 
conformitas

 , from 
conformare

 ‘to form, fashion’ (see conform
 ).






confound

 
/kənˈfound/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause surprise or confusion in (someone), especially by acting against their expectations




•
 
the inflation figure confounded economic analysts.










2.
 
prove (a theory, expectation, or prediction) wrong




•
 
the rise in prices confounded expectations.










3.
 
defeat (a plan, aim, or hope)




•
 
we will confound these tactics by the pressure groups.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 overthrow (an enemy).




5.
 
(often 
be confounded with

 )
 — mix up (something) with something else so that the individual elements become difficult to distinguish




•
 
'nuke' is now a cooking technique, as microwave radiation is confounded with nuclear radiation.














II.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 used to express anger or annoyance




•
 
oh, confound it, where is the thing?

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
confondre

 , from Latin 
confundere

 ‘pour together, mix up.’ Compare with confuse
 .





confounded

 
/kənˈfoundəd ˌkänˈfoundəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used for emphasis, especially to express anger or annoyance




•
 
he was a confounded nuisance.














II.
 
derivatives





confoundedly

 
/kənˈfoundədlē /






adverb





















confraternity

 
/ˌkänfrəˈtərnədē/





I.
 
noun




a brotherhood, especially with a charitable or religious purpose.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
confraternite

 , from medieval Latin 
confraternitas

 , from 
confrater

 (see confrère
 ).






confrère

 
/ˈkänˌfrer känˈfrer /

 
confrere





I.
 
noun




a fellow member of a profession; a colleague




•
 
executives from the four broadcast television networks, along with their cable confreres.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from medieval Latin 
confrater

 , from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
frater

 ‘brother.’





confront

 
/kənˈfrənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
meet (someone) face to face with hostile or argumentative intent




•
 
300 policemen confronted an equal number of union supporters.










2.
 
face up to and deal with (a problem or difficult situation)




•
 
we knew we couldn't ignore the race issue and decided we'd confront it head on.










3.
 
compel (someone) to face or consider something, especially by way of accusation




•
 
Tricia 
confronted

 him 
with

 her suspicions.










4.
 
(of a problem, difficulty, etc.) present itself to (someone) so that dealing with it cannot be avoided




•
 
post-czarist Russia was 
confronted with

 a Ukrainian national movement.










5.
 
(usu. 
be confronted

 )
 — appear or be placed in front of (someone) so as to unsettle or threaten




•
 
we were 
confronted with

 pictures of moving skeletons.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
confronter

 , from medieval Latin 
confrontare

 , from Latin 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘face.’





confrontation

 
/ˌkänfrənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




a hostile or argumentative meeting or situation between opposing parties




•
 
a 
confrontation with

 the legislature




•
 
four months of violent confrontation between government and opposition forces.



















confrontational

 
/ˌkänfrənˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




tending to deal with situations in an aggressive way; hostile or argumentative




•
 
he distanced himself from the confrontational approach adopted by his predecessor.














II.
 
derivatives





confrontationally






adverb





















Confucian

 
/kənˈfyo͞oSHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Confucius or Confucianism.








II.
 
noun




an adherent of Confucianism.













Confucianism

 
/kənˈfyo͞oSHənˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a system of philosophical and ethical teachings founded by Confucius and developed by Mencius.








II.
 
derivatives





Confucianist






noun, adjective





















Confucius

 
/kənˈfyo͞oSHəs/






(551–479 
BC

 ), Chinese philosopher; Latinized name of 
Kongfuzi

 (
K'ung Fu-tzu

 ) “Kong the master.” His ideas about the importance of practical moral values, collected by his disciples in the 
Analects

 , formed the basis of the philosophy known as Confucianism.









confusable

 
/kənˈfyo͞ozəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




able or liable to be confused with something else.








II.
 
noun




a word or phrase that is easily confused with another in meaning or usage, such as 
mitigate

 , which is often confused with 
militate

 .








III.
 
derivatives





confusability

 
/kənˌfyo͞ozəˈbilitē /






noun






















confuse

 
/kənˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to become bewildered or perplexed




•
 
past and present blurred together, confusing her still further.










2.
 
make (something) more complex or less easy to understand




•
 
the points made by the authors confuse rather than clarify the issue.










3.
 
identify wrongly; mistake




•
 
a lot of people 
confuse

 a stroke 
with

 a heart attack




•
 
purchasers might confuse the two products.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘rout, bring to ruin’): from Old French 
confus

 , from Latin 
confusus

 , past participle of 
confundere

 ‘mingle together’ (see confound
 ). Originally all senses of the verb were passive, and therefore appeared only as the past participle 
confused

 ; the active voice occurred rarely until the 19th cent. when it began to replace 
confound

 .





confused

 
/kənˈfyo͞ozd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unable to think clearly; bewildered




•
 
she was utterly 
confused about

 what had just happened




•
 
a very confused and unhappy boy.










2.
 
showing bewilderment




•
 
a confused expression crossed her face.










3.
 
not in possession of all one's mental faculties, especially because of old age




•
 
interviewing confused old people does take longer.










4.
 
lacking order and thus difficult to understand




•
 
the confused information supplied by authorities




•
 
reports about the incident were rather confused.










5.
 
lacking clear distinction of elements; jumbled




•
 
the sound of a sort of confused hammering and shouting.














II.
 
derivatives





confusedly

 
/kənˈfyo͞ozədlē /






adverb





















confusing

 
/kənˈfyo͞oziNG/






adjective




bewildering or perplexing




•
 
he found being in Egypt very confusing.



















confusingly

 
/kənˈfyo͞oziNGlē/






adverb




in a bewildering or perplexing way




•
 
the mystery isn't really involving and ends confusingly.



















confusion

 
/kənˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of understanding; uncertainty




•
 
there seems to be some 
confusion about

 which system does what




•
 
he cleared up the 
confusion over

 the party's policy.










2.
 
a situation of panic; a breakdown of order




•
 
the shaken survivors retreated 
in confusion

 .










3.
 
a disorderly jumble




•
 
all I can see is 
a confusion of

 brown cardboard boxes.










4.
 
the state of being bewildered or unclear in one's mind about something




•
 
she looked about her 
in confusion

 .










5.
 
the mistaking of one person or thing for another




•
 
there is some confusion between “unlawful” and “illegal”




•
 
most of the errors are reasonable confusions between similar words or sequences of words.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
confusio(n-)

 , from the verb 
confundere

 ‘mingle together’ (see confuse
 ).





confute

 
/kənˈfyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 prove (a person or an assertion) to be wrong




•
 
restorers who sought to confute this view were accused of ignorance.














II.
 
derivatives





confutation

 
/ˌkänfyəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
confutare

 ‘restrain, answer conclusively,’ from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + the base of 
refutare

 ‘refute.’





Cong.






abbreviation



1.
 
Congress.




2.
 
Congressional.




3.
 
Congregational.













conga

 
/ˈkäNGɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Latin American dance of African origin, usually with several people in a single line, one behind the other.




2.
 
(also 
conga drum

 )
 — a tall, narrow, low-toned drum beaten with the hands.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the conga.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin American Spanish, from Spanish, feminine of 
congo

 ‘Congolese.’





con game

 
/kän ɡām/






noun




informal term for confidence game
 .













congé

 
/kôNˈZHā, ˈkänˌjā/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an unceremonious dismissal or rejection of someone




•
 
the woman who gave you your congé when she wanted to marry Mr. Sugar.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘permission to do something’): from Old French 
congie

 , from Latin 
commeatus

 ‘leave of absence,’ from 
commeare

 ‘go and come.’ The word is now usually treated as equivalent to modern French.






congeal

 
/kənˈjēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
solidify or coagulate, especially by cooling




•
 
the blood had 
congealed into

 blobs




•
 (as 
adj.

 
congealed

 )
 
congealed egg white.










2.
 
take shape or coalesce, especially to form a satisfying whole




•
 
the ballet failed to congeal as a single oeuvre.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
congealable

 
/kənˈjēləb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
congealment

 
/kənˈjēlmənt /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
congeler

 , from Latin 
congelare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
gelare

 ‘freeze’ (from 
gelu

 ‘frost’).





congee

 
/ˈkänjē/





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese cooking) broth or porridge made from rice.











– origin

 from Tamil 
kañci

 .





congelation

 
/ˌkänjəˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the process of congealing or the state of being congealed




•
 
the component of metals that causes their congelation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
congelatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
congelare

 ‘freeze together’ (see congeal
 ).






congener

 
/kənˈjēnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing or person of the same kind or category as another.




2.
 
an animal or plant of the same genus as another




•
 
these birds or their congeners may be found in East Africa.










3.
 
a minor chemical constituent, especially one that gives a distinctive character to a wine or liquor or is responsible for some of its physiological effects.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
genus

 , 
gener-

 ‘race, stock.’





congeneric

 
/ˌkänjəˈnerik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of an animal or plant species) belonging to the same genus




•
 
this animal is 
congeneric with

 the later species.










2.
 


[Biology]

 of a related nature or origin




•
 
the two sets were congeneric.














II.
 
derivatives





congenerous

 
/kənˈjenərəs, kän-, -ˈjēnərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
congener

 (see congener
 ) + -ic
 .





congenial

 
/kənˈjēnēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) pleasant because of a personality, qualities, or interests that are similar to one's own




•
 
his need for some congenial company.










2.
 
(of a thing) pleasant or agreeable because suited to one's taste or inclination




•
 
he went back to a climate more 
congenial to

 his cold stony soul.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
congeniality

 
/kənˌjēnēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
congenially






adverb





















congenital

 
/kənˈjenədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a disease or physical abnormality) present from birth




•
 
a congenital malformation of the heart.










2.
 
(of a person) having a particular trait from birth or by firmly established habit




•
 
a congenital liar.














II.
 
derivatives





congenitally

 
/kənˈjenədəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
congenitus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
genitus

 (past participle of 
gignere

 ‘beget’) + -al
 .





conger

 
/ˈkäNGɡər /

 
conger eel





I.
 
noun




a large edible predatory eel of shallow coastal waters.

[
Conger

 and other genera, family 
Congridae

 : several species, in particular the European 
C. conger

 and the American 
C. oceanicus

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
congre

 , via Latin from Greek 
gongros

 .





congeries

 
/ˈkänjərēz/





I.
 
noun




a disorderly collection; a jumble




•
 
whiffs of ground coffee and a congeries of smells.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
congeries

 ‘heap, pile,’ from 
congerere

 ‘heap up.’






congested

 
/kənˈjestəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
blocked up with or too full of something, in particular




2.
 
(of a road or place) so crowded with traffic or people as to hinder freedom of movement




•
 
one of the most congested airports in the world




•
 
the streets are often heavily 
congested with

 traffic.










3.
 
(of the respiratory tract) blocked with mucus so as to hinder breathing




•
 
his nose was congested.










4.
 
(of a part of the body) abnormally full of blood




•
 
congested arteries.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: past participle of 
congest

 , from Latin 
congest-

 ‘heaped up,’ from the verb 
congerere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
gerere

 ‘bring.’





congestion

 
/kənˈjesCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the state of being congested




•
 
the new bridge should ease congestion in the area.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
congestio(n-)

 , from 
congere

 ‘heap up,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
gerere

 ‘bring.’





congestive

 
/kənˈjestiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 involving or produced by congestion of a part of the body.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
congest

 (see congested
 ) + -ive
 .





congestive heart failure






noun




a weakness of the heart that leads to a buildup of fluid in the lungs and surrounding body tissues.













congius

 
/ˈkänjēəs/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Roman liquid measure of one eighth of an amphora, equal in modern terms to about 6.4 pints (3.6 liters).











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, from Greek 
konkhion, konkhē

 (see conch
 ).





conglobulate

 
/kənˈɡläbyələt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 join closely together




•
 
a group of tourists conglobulating in a close mass.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
globulus

 ‘globule,’ on the pattern of earlier 
conglobate

 ‘make into a ball.’





conglomerate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/kənˈɡlämərət /



1.
 
a number of different things or parts that are put or grouped together to form a whole but remain distinct entities




•
 
the Earth is a specialized conglomerate of organisms.










2.
 
a large corporation formed by the merging of separate and diverse firms




•
 
a media conglomerate.










3.
 


[Geology]

 a coarse-grained sedimentary rock composed of rounded fragments (> 2 mm) within a matrix of finer grained material




•
 
the sediments vary from coarse conglomerate to fine silt and clay.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/kənˈɡlämərət /



1.
 
of or relating to a conglomerate, especially a large corporation




•
 
conglomerate businesses.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈɡläməˌrāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather together into a compact mass




•
 
atoms that conglomerate at the center.










2.
 
form a conglomerate by merging diverse businesses.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective describing something gathered up into a rounded mass): from Latin 
conglomeratus

 , past participle of 
conglomerare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
glomus

 , 
glomer-

 ‘ball.’ The geological sense dates from the early 19th cent.; the other noun senses are later.





conglomeration

 
/kənˌɡläməˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a number of different things, parts or items that are grouped together; collection




•
 
a loose conglomeration of pieces.










2.
 
the process of forming a conglomerate




•
 
the practice of media conglomeration.




















Congo

 
/ˈkäNGɡō/





I.
 
a major river in central Africa that rises as the Lualaba River south of Kisangani in northern Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire). It flows for 2,880 miles (4,630 km) in a great curve to the west and then turns southwest to form the border between the Congo and the Democratic Republic of the Congo before emptying into the Atlantic Ocean.

Also called Zaire River
 .




II.
 
an equatorial country in Africa, with a short Atlantic coastline; pop. 4,012,800 (est. 2009); languages, French (official), Kikongo, and other Bantu languages; capital, Brazzaville. Also called 
Republic of Congo

 , 
Congo-Brazzaville

 .

The region was colonized in the 19th century by France, and as Middle Congo formed part of the larger territory of French Congo (later, French Equatorial Africa). The country became independent in 1960.










Congo, Democratic Republic of





I.
 
a large country in central Africa with a short coastline on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 68,692,500 (est. 2009); capital, Kinshasa; languages, French (official), Kongo, Lingala, Swahili, and others. Also called 
Congo-Kinshasa

 .

Formerly called (until 1997) Zaire
 .





The Democratic Republic of Congo was a Belgian colony known as the Congo Free State 1885–1908 and the Belgian Congo 1908–60. Independence in 1960 was followed by civil war and UN intervention. General Mobutu seized control in a coup in 1965 and changed the name of the country from the Republic of the Congo to Zaire in 1971. The country experienced a huge influx of refugees following the violence in Rwanda in 1994, and the first of three destructive civil wars broke out in 1996. Mobutu was overthrown in 1997 by Laurent Kabila, who changed the country's name to the Democratic Republic of Congo.





Congolese

 
/ˌkäNGɡəˈlēz/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Congo or the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Congo or the Democratic Republic of Congo.




2.
 
any of the Bantu languages spoken in the Congo region, in particular Kikongo.











– origin

 from French 
Congolais

 .





Congo red






noun




a red-brown azo dye that becomes blue in acidic conditions, used as a chemical indicator and as a stain in histology.













congrats

 
/kənˈɡrats/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 congratulations


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
“Congrats on your promotion, Cal!”

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.






congratulate

 
/kənˈɡraCHəˌlāt kənˈɡrajəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) one's good wishes when something special or pleasant has happened to them




•
 
I went into the living room to 
congratulate

 Bill 
on

 his marriage.










2.
 
praise (someone) for a particular achievement




•
 
the operators are to be 
congratulated for

 the excellent service that they now provide.










3.
 
(
congratulate oneself

 )
 — feel pride or satisfaction




•
 
she 
congratulated herself on

 her powers of deduction




•
 
the Director was congratulating himself that nothing could go wrong.














II.
 
derivatives





congratulator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
congratulat-

 ‘congratulated,’ from the verb 
congratulari

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
gratulari

 ‘show joy’ (from 
gratus

 ‘pleasing’).





congratulation

 
/kənˌɡraCHəˈlāSH(ə)n kənˌɡrajəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression of praise for an achievement or good wishes on a special occasion; the act of congratulating




•
 
he began pumping the hand of his son in congratulation.










2.
 
(
congratulations

 )
 — words expressing congratulation




•
 
our congratulations to the winners




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
congratulations on a job well done!

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
congratulatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
congratulari

 (see congratulate
 ).





congratulatory

 
/kənˈɡraCHələtôrē/






adjective




conveying good wishes or praise to someone in response to an achievement or special occasion




•
 
as well as a congratulatory message from the Queen, Elsie received many cards and flowers




•
 
a congratulatory handshake to mark four years of community success.



















congregant

 
/ˈkäNGɡrəɡənt/





I.
 
noun




a member of a congregation, especially that of a church or synagogue.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
congregant-

 ‘collecting (into a flock), uniting,’ from the verb 
congregare

 (see congregate
 ).






congregate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkäNGɡrəˌɡāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather into a crowd or mass




•
 
some 4000 demonstrators had congregated at a border point.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkäNGɡrəˌɡət /



1.
 
communal




•
 
nursing homes and adult congregate living facilities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
congregat-

 ‘collected (into a flock), united,’ from the verb 
congregare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
gregare

 (from 
grex

 , 
greg-

 ‘a flock’).





congregation

 
/ˌkäNGɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people assembled for religious worship.




2.
 
a group of people regularly attending a particular place of worship




•
 
that church took the place of the storefront the congregation had used before the war.










3.
 
a gathering or collection of people, animals, or things




•
 
large congregations of birds may cause public harm.










4.
 
the action of gathering together in a crowd




•
 
drought conditions lead to congregation of animals around watering points.










5.
 
(often 
Congregation

 )
 — (in the Roman Catholic Church) a permanent committee of the College of Cardinals




•
 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 (in some universities) a general assembly of resident senior members.




7.
 
a group of people obeying a common religious rule but under less solemn vows than members of the older religious orders




•
 
the sisters of the Congregation of Our Lady.










8.
 
a group of communities within a religious order sharing particular historical or regional links.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
congregatio(n-)

 , from 
congregare

 ‘collect (into a flock)’ (see congregate
 ).





congregational

 
/ˌkäNGɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)nl/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a congregation




•
 
congregational singing.










2.
 
(
Congregational

 )
 — of or adhering to Congregationalism




•
 
the Congregational Church.



















Congregationalism

 
/ˌkäNGɡrəˈɡāSHənlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a system of organization among Christian churches whereby individual local churches are largely self-governing.








II.
 
derivatives





Congregationalist

 
/ˌkäNGɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)n(ə)ləst /






noun, adjective





















congress

 
/ˈkäNGɡrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the national legislative body of a country.




2.
 
(
Congress

 )
 — the national legislative body of the US, meeting at the Capitol in Washington, DC. It was established by the Constitution of 1787 and is composed of the Senate and the House of Representatives




•
 
changes in taxation required the approval of Congress.










3.
 
a particular session of the US Congress




•
 
the 104th Congress.










4.
 
a formal meeting or series of meetings for discussion between delegates, especially those from a political party or labor union or from within a particular discipline




•
 
an international congress of mathematicians.










5.
 
a society or organization, especially a political one




•
 
the National Congress of American Indians.










6.
 
the action of coming together




•
 
sexual congress.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an encounter during battle): from Latin 
congressus

 , from 
congredi

 ‘meet,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
gradi

 ‘walk.’





congress boot






noun






‹dated›

 a high boot with elastic sides.













congressional

 
/kənˈɡreSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging or relating to a national legislative body, especially that of the US




•
 
the document surfaced in a congressional hearing last year




•
 
our congressional correspondent is standing by.










2.
 
relating to a formal meeting or series of meetings between delegates




•
 
the congressional agricultural committees.














II.
 
derivatives





congressionally






adverb





















congressman

 
/ˈkäNGɡrəsmən/






noun




a member of Congress, especially a member of the US House of Representatives




•
 
senators and congressmen joined in a standing ovation.




•
 [as 
title

 ]
 
Congressman Bob Smithers.



















Congress of Industrial Organizations

 
CIO






a federation of North American labor unions, organized largely by industry rather than craft. In 1955 it merged with the American Federation of Labor to form the AFL-CIO.









congressperson

 
/ˈkäNGɡrəsˌpərsən/






noun




a member of a legislative congress, especially the US House of Representatives.













congresswoman

 
/ˈkäNGɡrəsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female member of Congress, especially a female member of the US House of Representatives




•
 
we wrote the congresswoman voicing our concerns.




•
 [as 
title

 ]
 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters.



















Congreve, William

 
/ˈkäNGˌɡrēv, ˈkänˌɡrēv/






(1670–1729), English playwright. His plays, such as 
Love for Love

 (1695) and 
The Way of the World

 (1700), epitomize the wit and satire of Restoration comedy.









congruence

 
/kənˈɡro͞oəns/





I.
 
noun




agreement or harmony; compatibility




•
 
the results show quite good 
congruence with

 recent studies.














II.
 
derivatives





congruency






noun






















congruent

 
/kənˈɡro͞oənt ˈkäNGɡro͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in agreement or harmony




•
 
institutional and departmental objectives are largely congruent




•
 
the rules may not be 
congruent with

 the requirements of the law.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 (of figures) identical in form; coinciding exactly when superimposed.








II.
 
derivatives





congruently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
congruent-

 ‘agreeing, meeting together,’ from the verb 
congruere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
ruere

 ‘fall or rush.’





congruous

 
/ˈkäNGɡro͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




in agreement or harmony




•
 
this explanation is 
congruous with

 earlier observations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
congruity

 
/kəNGˈɡro͞oədē /






noun













2.
 
congruously

 
/ˈkäNGɡro͞oəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
congruus

 , from 
congruere

 ‘agree’ (see congruent
 ), + -ous
 .





conic

 
/ˈkänik /

 

‹chiefly Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective




of or like a cone.








II.
 
noun




short for conic section
 . See also conics
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
conicus

 , from Greek 
kōnikos

 , from 
kōnos

 ‘cone.’





conical

 
/ˈkänək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having the shape of a cone.








II.
 
derivatives





conically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















conical projection

 
conic projection






noun




a map projection in which an area of the earth is projected onto a cone whose vertex is usually above one of the poles, then unrolled onto a flat surface.














conics

 
/ˈkäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of mathematics concerned with conic sections.














conic section






noun




a figure formed by the intersection of a plane and a right circular cone. Depending on the angle of the plane with respect to the cone, a conic section may be a circle, an ellipse, a parabola, or a hyperbola.













conidiophore

 
/kəˈnidēəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in certain fungi) a conidium-bearing hypha or filament.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
conidio-

 (combining form of conidium
 ) + -phore
 .






conidium

 
/kəˈnidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a spore produced asexually by various fungi at the tip of a specialized hypha.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
konis

 ‘dust’ + the diminutive suffix 
-idium

 .





conifer

 
/ˈkänəfər ˈkōnəfər/





I.
 
noun




a tree that bears cones and evergreen needlelike or scalelike leaves. Conifers are of major importance as the source of softwood, and also supply resins and turpentine.

[Order 
Coniferales

 , class 
Coniferopsida

 , subdivision 
Gymnospermae

 : several families, including the pines and firs (
Pinaceae

 ) and the cypresses (
Cupressaceae

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





coniferous

 
/kəˈnif(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘cone-bearing,’ from 
conus

 (see cone
 ).





coniform

 
/ˈkōnəˌfôrm ˈkänəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 having the shape of a cone.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
conus

 ‘cone’ + -iform.





coniine

 
/ˈkōnēən ˈkōnēˌēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile poisonous compound found in hemlock and other plants. It affects the motor nerves, causing paralysis and asphyxia.

[An alkaloid, 2-propylpiperidine; chem. formula: C8
 H17
 N.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
conium

 (from Greek 
kōneion

 ‘hemlock’) + -ine
 4
 .





conj.






abbreviation




conjunction.













conjectural

 
/kənˈjekCHərəl/





I.
 
adjective




based on or involving conjecture




•
 
much of the racial history of Madagascar remains conjectural.














II.
 
derivatives





conjecturally

 
/kənˈjek(t)SH(ə)rəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Latin 
conjecturalis

 , from 
conjectura

 ‘inference’ (see conjecture
 ).






conjecture

 
/kənˈjekCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opinion or conclusion formed on the basis of incomplete information




•
 


conjectures about

 the newcomer were many and varied




•
 
the purpose of the opening in the wall is open to conjecture.










2.
 
an unproven mathematical or scientific theorem




•
 
the Goldbach conjecture.










3.
 
(in textual criticism) the suggestion or reconstruction of a reading of a text not present in the original source.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form an opinion or supposition about (something) on the basis of incomplete information




•
 
he conjectured the existence of an otherwise unknown feature




•
 
many conjectured that she had a second husband in mind.










2.
 
(in textual criticism) propose (a reading).








III.
 
derivatives





conjecturable

 
/kənˈjek(t)SH(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘to divine’ and ‘divination’): from Old French, or from Latin 
conjectura

 , from 
conicere

 ‘put together in thought,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
jacere

 ‘throw.’






conjoin

 
/kənˈjoin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 join; combine




•
 
an approach that conjoins theory and method.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
conjoindre

 , from Latin 
conjungere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
jungere

 ‘to join.’






conjoined twins

 
/kənˌjoind ˈtwinz/





I.
 
plural noun




twins that are physically joined at birth, sometimes sharing organs, and in some cases separable by surgery (depending on the degree of fusion).











usage:

 The term 
conjoined twins

 has supplanted 
Siamese twins

 in all contexts other than informal conversation.





conjoint

 
/kənˈjoint ˌkänˈjoint/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
combining all or both people or things involved




•
 
conjoint family therapy.














II.
 
derivatives





conjointly

 
/kənˈjointlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, past participle of 
conjoindre

 (see conjoin
 ).





conjugal

 
/ˈkänjəɡəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to marriage or the relationship of a married couple




•
 
conjugal loyalty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conjugality

 
/ˌkänjəˈɡalədē /






noun













2.
 
conjugally






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
conjugalis

 , from 
conjux

 , 
conjug-

 ‘spouse,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
jugum

 ‘a yoke.’





conjugal rights






plural noun




the rights, especially to sexual relations, regarded as exercisable in law by each partner in a marriage.













conjugal visit






noun






[Law]

 a visit to a prisoner, by the spouse of the prisoner, especially for sexual relations.














conjugate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkänjəˌɡāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Grammar]

 give the different forms of (a verb in an inflected language) as they vary according to voice, mood, tense, number, and person.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 (of bacteria or unicellular organisms) become temporarily united in order to exchange genetic material




•
 
E. coli only conjugate when one of the cells possesses fertility genes.










3.
 
(of gametes) become fused.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 be combined with or joined to reversibly




•
 
bilirubin is then conjugated by liver enzymes and excreted in the bile.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkänjəɡət /



1.
 
coupled, connected, or related, in particular




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an acid or base) related to the corresponding base or acid by loss or gain of a proton.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 joined in a reciprocal relation, especially having the same real parts and equal magnitudes but opposite signs of imaginary parts.

Short for complex conjugate
 .




4.
 


[Geometry]

 (of angles) adding up to 360°; (of arcs) combining to form a complete circle.




5.
 


[Biology]

 (especially of gametes) fused.








III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänjəɡət ˈkänjəˌɡāt /



1.
 
a thing that is conjugate or conjugated, in particular




2.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 a substance formed by the reversible combination of two or more others.




3.
 
a mathematical value or entity having a reciprocal relation with another.

See also complex conjugate
 .








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conjugacy

 
/ˈkänjəɡəsē /






noun













2.
 
conjugative

 
/ˈkänjəˌɡātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
conjugat-

 ‘yoked together,’ from the verb 
conjugare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
jugum

 ‘yoke.’





conjugated

 
/ˈkänjəˌɡādəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
another term for conjugate
 , in particular.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 relating to or denoting double or triple bonds in a molecule that are separated by a single bond, across which some sharing of electrons occurs.




3.
 
(of a substance) reversibly combined with another




•
 
conjugated bile salts.



















conjugate diameter






noun






[Anatomy]

 the distance between the front and rear of the pelvis.













conjugated protein






noun




a complex protein, such as hemoglobin, consisting of amino acids combined with other substances.













conjugation

 
/ˌkänjəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the formation or existence of a link or connection between things, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 the temporary union of two bacteria or unicellular organisms for the exchange of genetic material.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the fusion of two gametes, especially when they are of a similar size.




4.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 the combination of two substances




•
 
toxic compounds eliminated from the body by conjugation with glutathione.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 the sharing of electron density between nearby multiple bonds in a molecule.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the solution of a problem by transforming it into an equivalent problem of a different form, solving this, and then reversing the transformation.




7.
 


[Grammar]

 the variation of the form of a verb in an inflected language such as Latin, by which are identified the voice, mood, tense, number, and person.




8.
 
the class in which a verb is put according to the manner of this variation




•
 
a past participle of the first conjugation.














II.
 
derivatives





conjugational

 
/ˌkänjəˈɡāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
conjugatio(n-)

 , from 
conjugare

 ‘join together’ (see conjugate
 ).






conjunct





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/kənˈjəNGkt /



1.
 
joined together, combined, or associated.




2.
 


[Music]

 of or relating to the movement of a melody between adjacent notes of the scale.




3.
 


[Astrology]

 in conjunction with




•
 
Moon conjunct Jupiter.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänjəNGkt /



1.
 
each of two or more things that are joined or associated.




2.
 


[Logic]

 each of the terms of a conjunctive proposition.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 an adverbial whose function is to join two sentences or other discourse units (e.g., 
however

 , 
anyway

 , 
in the first place

 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
conjunctus

 , past participle of 
conjungere

 ‘join together’ (see conjoin
 ).






conjunction

 
/kənˈjəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or an instance of two or more events or things occurring at the same point in time or space




•
 
a conjunction of favorable political and economic circumstances




•
 
he postulated that the Americas were formed by the conjunction of floating islands.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 an alignment of two planets or other celestial objects so that they appear to be in the same, or nearly the same, place in the sky.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word used to connect clauses or sentences or to coordinate words in the same clause (e.g., 
and

 , 
but

 , 
if

 ).








II.
 
phrases





in conjunction






together




•
 
herbal medicine was used 
in conjunction with

 acupuncture and massage.


















III.
 
derivatives





conjunctional

 
/kənˈjəNG(k)SH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
conjunctio(n-)

 , from the verb 
conjungere

 (see conjoin
 ).





conjunctiva

 
/ˌkänjəNGkˈtīvə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the mucous membrane that covers the front of the eye and lines the inside of the eyelids.








II.
 
derivatives





conjunctival






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
(membrana) conjunctiva

 ‘conjunctive (membrane),’ from late Latin 
conjunctivus

 , from 
conjungere

 ‘join together’ (see conjoin
 ).





conjunctive

 
/kənˈjəNG(k)tiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving to join; connective




•
 
the conjunctive tissue.










2.
 
involving the combination or co-occurrence of two or more conditions or properties




•
 
conjunctive hypotheses are simpler to process than negative or disjunctive ones.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 of the nature of or relating to a conjunction.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word or expression acting as a conjunction.








III.
 
derivatives





conjunctively

 
/kənˈjəNG(k)tivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
conjunctivus

 , from 
conjungere

 ‘join together’ (see conjunct
 ).





conjunctivitis

 
/kənˌjəNG(k)təˈvīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the conjunctiva of the eye.

Also called pinkeye
 .













conjuncture

 
/kənˈjəNG(k)CHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a combination of events




•
 
the peculiar political conjunctures that led to war.










2.
 
a state of affairs




•
 
the wider political conjuncture.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from conjunction
 , by substitution of the suffix; influenced by obsolete French 
conjuncture

 , from Italian 
congiuntura

 , based on Latin 
conjungere

 ‘join together’ (see conjoin
 ).





conjunto

 
/känˈho͝on(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin America or Hispanic communities) a small musical group or band


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Texas' leading female conjunto accordionist.

















– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘an ensemble, group.’





conjuration

 
/ˌkänjəˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a magic incantation or spell.




2.
 
the performance of something supernatural by means of a magic incantation or spell.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘conspiracy, the swearing of an oath together’): via Old French from Latin 
conjuratio(n-)

 , from 
conjurare

 (see conjure
 ).






conjure





I.
 
verb



1.
 

/ˈkänjər /
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) appear unexpectedly or seemingly from nowhere as if by magic




•
 
Anne 
conjured up

 a most delicious homemade stew.










2.
 
call (an image) to mind




•
 
she had forgotten how to 
conjure up

 the image of her mother's face.










3.
 
(of a word, sound, smell, etc.) cause someone to feel or think of (something)




•
 
one scent can 
conjure up

 a childhood summer beside a lake.










4.
 
call upon (a spirit or ghost) to appear, by means of a magic ritual




•
 
they hoped to 
conjure up

 the spirit of their dead friend.










5.
 

/kənˈjo͝or /
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 implore (someone) to do something.








II.
 
phrases





a name to conjure with






the name of an important person within a particular sphere of activity




•
 
on the merger scene his is a name to conjure with.





















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘oblige by oath’): from Old French 
conjurer

 ‘to plot or exorcize,’ from Latin 
conjurare

 ‘band together by an oath, conspire’ (in medieval Latin ‘invoke’), from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
jurare

 ‘swear.’





conjure woman

 
/ˈkänjər, ˈkən-/






noun






(US)

 
(W. Indian)

 a sorceress, especially one who practices voodoo.













conjuring

 
/ˈkänjəriNG ˈkənjəriNG/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the performance of tricks that are seemingly magical, typically involving sleight of hand




•
 
a conjuring trick.



















conjuror

 
/ˈkänjərər ˈkənjərər /

 
conjurer





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who conjures.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a performer of conjuring tricks; a magician.











– origin

 Middle English: partly from conjure
 , partly from Old French 
conjureor

 , 
conjurere

 , from medieval Latin 
conjurator

 , from Latin 
conjurare

 ‘conspire’ (see conjure
 ).





conk1


 
/käNGk kôNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
conk out

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a machine) break down




•
 
my car conked out.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) faint or go to sleep




•
 
he conked out on the rear seat.










3.
 


‹informal›

 die.











– origin

 World War I: of unknown origin.





conk2


 
/käNGk kôNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone) on the head




•
 
the clown conked him and sent him to the hospital with a concussion.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a person's head.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a person's nose.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of conch
 .






conk3


 
/käNGk kôNGk/





I.
 
noun




a hairstyle in which curly or kinky hair is straightened.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
straighten curly or kinky hair.













conker

 
/ˈkäNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the hard shiny dark brown nut of a horse chestnut tree.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
conkers

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a children's game in which each child has a conker on the end of a string and takes turns trying to break another's with it.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (a dialect word denoting a snail shell, with which the game, or a similar form of it, was originally played): perhaps from conch
 , but associated with (and frequently spelled) conquer
 in the 19th and early 20th centuries: an alternative name was 
conquerors

 .






conlang

 
/ˈkänˌlaNG/





I.
 
noun




a language that has been artificially created; a constructed language




•
 
these conlangs help us understand the essential components of a successful language




•
 
Klingon is a difficult conlang to master.

















– origin

 1990s: short for constructed language
 .





conlanger

 
/ˈkänˌlaNGər/





I.
 
noun




a person who creates an artificial language




•
 
many conlangers strive to make their languages as different from European paradigms as possible.

















– origin

 1990s: from conlang
 .






con man

 
con artist






noun






‹informal›

 a man who cheats or tricks someone by means of a confidence game.













con moto

 
/kän ˈmōtō, kōn/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) with movement




•
 
andante con moto.

















– origin

 Italian.






conn

 
/kän /

 

‹Nautical›


 
con





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct the steering of (a ship)




•
 
he hadn't conned anything bigger than a Boston whaler.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the conn

 )


1.
 
the action or post of conning a ship




•
 
I quickly took the conn and restored the channel course.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently a weakened form of obsolete 
cond

 ‘conduct, guide,’ from Old French 
conduire

 , from Latin 
conducere

 (see conduce
 ).





Conn.






abbreviation




Connecticut.













Connacht

 
/ˈkänôt, kəˈnôt /

 
Connaught






a province in southwestern Republic of Ireland.









connate

 
/ˈkänāt kəˈnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of ideas or principles) existing in a person or thing from birth; innate




•
 
are our ethical values connate?










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of parts) united so as to form a single part.




3.
 


[Geology]

 (of water) trapped in sedimentary rock during its deposition.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
connatus

 , past participle of 
connasci

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
nasci

 ‘be born.’





connatural

 
/kəˈnaCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




belonging naturally; innate




•
 
religion is connatural with man.














II.
 
derivatives





connaturally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
connaturalis

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + Latin 
naturalis

 ‘natural.’






connect

 
/kəˈnekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring together or into contact so that a real or notional link is established




•
 
the electrodes were 
connected to

 a recording device




•
 
a modem connects computers over a telephone line.










2.
 
join together so as to provide access and communication




•
 
all the buildings are connected by underground passages




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the highway 
connects with

 major routes from all parts of the country.










3.
 
link to a power or water supply




•
 
your house is 
connected to

 the main cable TV network.










4.
 
put (someone) into contact by telephone




•
 
I was quickly 
connected to

 the police.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a train, bus, aircraft, etc.) be timed to arrive at its destination before another train, aircraft, etc., departs so that passengers can transfer from one to the other




•
 
the bus 
connects with

 trains from Union Station.










6.
 
associate or relate in some respect




•
 
employees are rewarded with bonuses 
connected to

 their firm's performance




•
 
a variety of physical complaints 
connected with

 stress.










7.
 
think of as being linked or related




•
 
I didn't connect the two incidents at the time.










8.
 
(of a thing) provide or have a link or relationship with (someone or something)




•
 
there was no evidence to 
connect

 Jeff 
with

 the theft.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a relationship or feel an affinity




•
 
I taught in a reading program and I 
connected with

 kids individually.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a blow) hit the intended target




•
 
the blow connected and he felt a burst of pain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
connectable






adjective













2.
 
connectedly

 
/kəˈnektədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be united physically’; rare before the 18th cent.): from Latin 
connectere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
nectere

 ‘bind.’





connectedness

 
/kəˈnektədnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being joined or linked




•
 
the connectedness of American business life and American sports




•
 
the connectedness of local and national power.










2.
 
a feeling of belonging to or having affinity with a particular person or group




•
 
it's about partnering, trust, and connectedness




•
 
individuals from these cultures value 
connectedness with

 family and friends.




















Connecticut

 
/kəˈnedəkət/






a state in the northeastern US, on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean's Long Island Sound, one of the six New England states; pop. 3,501,252 (est. 2008); capital, Hartford; statehood, Jan. 9, 1788 (5). One of the original thirteen states. The Fundamental Orders, adopted by the Connecticut Colony in 1639, is often considered the first democratic constitution in America.









Connecticut River






the longest river in New England, flows south for 407 miles (655 km), from northern New Hampshire on the Quebec border, between New Hampshire and Vermont, through western Massachusetts and central Connecticut to Long Island Sound.









connecting rod

 
/kəˈnektiNG ˌräd/






noun




a rod connecting two moving parts in a mechanism, especially that between the piston and the crankpin (or equivalent parts) in an engine or pump.













connection

 
/kəˈnekSH(ə)n /

 


‹Brit.›

 connexion





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a relationship in which a person, thing, or idea is linked or associated with something else




•
 
the 
connections between

 social attitudes and productivity




•
 
sufferers deny that their problems have any 
connection with

 drugs.










2.
 
the action of linking one thing with another




•
 
connection to the Internet.










3.
 
the placing of parts of an electric circuit in contact so that a current may flow.




4.
 
a link between pipes or electrical components




•
 
it is important to ensure that all connections between the wires are properly made.










5.
 
a link between two telephones




•
 
she replaced the receiver before the connection was made.










6.
 
an arrangement or opportunity for catching a connecting train, bus, aircraft, etc.




•
 
ferry connections are sporadic in the off season.










7.
 
a connecting train, bus, etc.




•
 
we had to wait for our connection to Frankfurt.










8.
 
(
connections

 )
 — people with whom one has social or professional contact or to whom one is related, especially those with influence and able to offer one help




•
 
he had connections with the music industry.










9.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a supplier of narcotics




•
 
she introduced Jean to a number of her male drug connections.










10.
 
a narcotics sale or purchase.




11.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an association of Methodist churches.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in connection with






with reference to; concerning




•
 
detectives are questioning two men in connection with alleged criminal damage.















2.
 
in this (or that) connection






with reference to this (or that)




•
 
of value in this connection was the work done by the state police.


















III.
 
derivatives





connectional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
connexio(n-)

 , from 
connectere

 (see connect
 ). The spelling 
-ct

 (18th cent.) is from 
connect

 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
collect

 , 
collection

 .






connectionism

 
/kəˈnekSHəˌnizəm/






noun




an artificial intelligence approach to cognition in which multiple connections between nodes (equivalent to brain cells) form a massive interactive network in which many processes take place simultaneously. Certain processes in this network, operating in parallel, are grouped together in hierarchies that bring about results such as thought or action.

Also called parallel distributed processing
 .













connective

 
/kəˈnektiv/





I.
 
adjective




connecting




•
 
connective words and phrases.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
something that connects, in particular




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a word or phrase whose function is to link linguistic units together.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a bundle of nerve fibers connecting two nerve centers or ganglia, especially in invertebrate animals.













connective tissue






noun






[Anatomy]

 tissue that connects, supports, binds, or separates other tissues or organs, typically having relatively few cells embedded in an amorphous matrix, often with collagen or other fibers, and including cartilaginous, fatty, and elastic tissues.













connectivity

 
/käˌnekˈtivədē kəˌnekˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or extent of being connected or interconnected.




2.
 


[Computing]

 capacity for the interconnection of platforms, systems, and applications




•
 
connectivity between Sun and Mac platforms.



















connector

 
/kəˈnektər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that links two or more things together




•
 
a pipe connector.










2.
 
a device for keeping two parts of an electric circuit in contact.




3.
 
a short road or highway that connects two longer roads or highways.













Connemara

 
/ˌkänəˈmärə, -ˈmarə/






a mountainous coastal region in Galway, in western Republic of Ireland.









Connemara pony

 
Connemara






noun




a pony of a hardy breed originally from Ireland, typically gray.













Conner, Dennis

 
/ˈkänər/






(1942–), US yachtsman. Four-time winner of the America's Cup (1974, 1980, 1987, 1988), he is also the first US skipper to lose the cup (1983).









Connery, Sir Sean

 
/ˈkänərē/






(1930–), Scottish movie actor; born 
Thomas Connery

 . He is best known for his portrayal of British agent James Bond in several movies. His other movies include 
Marnie

 (1964), 
The Untouchables

 (1987), and 
The Hunt for Red October

 (1990).









conning tower






noun




the superstructure of a submarine, from which it can be commanded when on the surface, and containing the periscope.













conniption

 
/kəˈnipSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fit of rage or hysterics




•
 
the casting choice gave the writers a conniption.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably an invented word.





connivance

 
/kəˈnīvəns/





I.
 
noun




willingness to secretly allow or be involved in wrongdoing, especially an immoral or illegal act




•
 
this infringement of the law had taken place with 
the connivance of

 officials.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the Latin sense ‘winking’): from French 
connivence

 or Latin 
conniventia

 , from 
connivere

 ‘shut the eyes (to)’ (see connive
 ).






connive

 
/kəˈnīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
connive at/in

 )


1.
 
secretly allow (something considered immoral, illegal, wrong, or harmful) to occur




•
 
you have it in your power to connive at my escape.










2.
 
(usu. 
connive to do something

 )
 — conspire to do something considered immoral, illegal, or harmful




•
 
the government had 
connived with

 security forces in permitting murder.














II.
 
derivatives





conniver

 
/kəˈnīvər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
conniver

 or Latin 
connivere

 ‘shut the eyes (to),’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + an unrecorded word related to 
nictare

 ‘to wink.’





connivent

 
/kəˈnīvənt/






adjective






[Botany]

 coming into contact; converging and touching but not fused together.













conniving

 
/kəˈnīviNG/






adjective




given to or involved in conspiring to do something immoral, illegal, or harmful




•
 
a heartless and conniving woman.



















connoisseur

 
/ˌkänəˈsər ˌkänəˈso͝or/





I.
 
noun




an expert judge in matters of taste




•
 
a 
connoisseur of

 music.














II.
 
derivatives





connoisseurship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete French, from 
conoistre

 ‘know.’





Connolly, Maureen

 
/ˈkän(ə)lē/






(1934–69), US tennis player; known as 
Little Mo

 ; full name 
Maureen Catherine Connolly

 . She was the first woman to win all four Grand Slam singles titles in the same year (1953).









Connors, Jimmy

 
/ˈkänərz/






(1952–), US tennis player; full name 
James Scott Connors

 . Between 1974 and 1983, he won the men's singles title at two Wimbledon, one Australian Open, and five US Open tournaments.










connotation

 
/ˌkänəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idea or feeling that a word invokes in addition to its literal or primary meaning




•
 
the word “discipline” has unhappy connotations of punishment and repression




•
 
the work functions both by analogy and by connotation.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the abstract meaning or intension of a term, which forms a principle determining which objects or concepts it applies to.

Often contrasted with denotation
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
connotatio(n-)

 , from 
connotare

 ‘mark in addition’ (see connote
 ).






connote

 
/kəˈnōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a word) imply or suggest (an idea or feeling) in addition to the literal or primary meaning




•
 
the term “modern science” usually connotes a complete openness to empirical testing.










2.
 
(of a fact) imply as a consequence or condition




•
 
in that period a log cabin connoted hard luck.














II.
 
derivatives





connotative

 
/ˈkänəˌtādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
connotare

 ‘mark in addition,’ from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
notare

 ‘to note’ (from 
nota

 ‘a mark’). / 
usage:

 
Connote

 does not mean the same as 
denote

 . 
Denote

 refers to the literal, primary meaning of something; 
connote

 refers to other characteristics suggested or implied by that thing. Thus, one might say that the word ‘mother’ 
denotes

 ‘a woman who is a parent’ but 
connotes

 qualities such as ‘protection’ and ‘affection’.





connubial

 
/kəˈn(y)o͞obēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of or relating to marriage or the relationship of a married couple; conjugal




•
 
their connubial bed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
connubiality

 
/kəˌn(y)o͞obēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
connubially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
connubialis

 , from 
connubium

 ‘marriage,’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
nubere

 ‘marry.’





conodont

 
/ˈkōnəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extinct marine animal of the Cambrian to Triassic periods, having a long wormlike body, numerous small teeth, and a pair of eyes. It is now believed to be the earliest vertebrate.

[Class 
Conodonta

 , phylum 
Chordata

 : numerous families.]




2.
 
(also 
conodont element

 )
 — a tooth of the conodont animal, often found as a fossil.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Conodonta

 (plural), from Greek 
kōnos

 ‘cone’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





conoid

 
/ˈkōnoid/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 approximately conical in shape.








II.
 
noun




a conoid object.














conquer

 
/ˈkäNGkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overcome and take control of (a place or people) by use of military force




•
 
the Magyars conquered Hungary in the Middle Ages.










2.
 
successfully overcome (a problem or weakness)




•
 
a fear she never managed to conquer.










3.
 
climb (a mountain) successfully




•
 
the second American to conquer Everest.










4.
 
gain the love, admiration, or respect of (a person or group of people)




•
 
the Beatles were to leave Liverpool and conquer the world.














II.
 
derivatives





conquerable

 
/ˈkäNGk(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the general sense ‘acquire, attain’): from Old French 
conquerre

 , based on Latin 
conquirere

 ‘gain, win,’ from 
con-

 (expressing completion) + 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’





conqueror

 
/ˈkäNGkərər/






noun




a person who conquers a place or people




•
 
a people ruled over by a foreign conqueror




•
 


‹figurative›

 a chance for revenge against his Olympic conqueror.



















conquest

 
/ˈkänˌkwest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the subjugation and assumption of control of a place or people by use of military force




•
 
the conquest of the Aztecs by the Spanish.










2.
 
a territory that has been gained by the use of subjugation and military force




•
 
colonial conquests.










3.
 
(
the Conquest

 )
 — the invasion and assumption of control of England by William of Normandy in 1066.

See also Norman Conquest
 .




4.
 
the overcoming of a problem or weakness




•
 
the conquest of inflation.










5.
 
a person whose affection or favor has been won




•
 
someone he could display before his friends as his latest conquest.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
conquest(e

 ), based on Latin 
conquirere

 (see conquer
 ).





conquistador

 
/kônˌkēstəˈdôr känˈkistəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a conqueror, especially one of the Spanish conquerors of Mexico and Peru in the 16th century.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish.





Conrad, Joseph






(1857–1924), British novelist; born in Poland; born 
Józef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski

 . Much of his work, including his novella 
Heart of Darkness

 (1902) and the novel 
Nostromo

 (1904), explores the darkness within human nature. Other notable works include 
Lord Jim

 (1900) and 
Chance

 (1913).









Conrad, Pete

 
/ˈkänˌrad/






(1930–99), US astronaut 1962–73; born 
Charles Conrad, Jr.

 . He commanded the Apollo 12 lunar mission in 1969, becoming the third man to set foot on the Moon. He was one of a few astronauts who flew four space missions (Gemini V, 1965; Gemini XI, 1966; Apollo 12; and Skylab 2, 1973).









Conroe

 
/ˈkänrō/






a city in eastern Texas, north of Houston; pop. 55,429 (est. 2008).









consanguine

 
/känˈsaNGɡwən/





I.
 
adjective




another term for consanguineous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





consanguineal

 
/ˌkänsaNGˈɡwinēəl /






adjective






















consanguineous

 
/ˌkänsaNGˈɡwinēəs/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting people descended from the same ancestor




•
 
consanguineous marriages.














II.
 
derivatives





consanguinity

 
/ˌkänsaNGˈɡwinədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
consanguineus

 ‘of the same blood’ (from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
sanguis

 ‘blood’) + -ous
 .






conscience

 
/ˈkän(t)SHəns/





I.
 
noun




an inner feeling or voice viewed as acting as a guide to the rightness or wrongness of one's behavior




•
 
he had a 
guilty conscience

 about his desires




•
 
Ben was suffering a pang of conscience.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (good) conscience






by any reasonable standard; by all that is fair




•
 
they have in conscience done all they could.















2.
 
on one's conscience






weighing heavily and guiltily on one's mind




•
 
an act of providence had prevented him from having a death on his conscience.


















III.
 
derivatives





conscienceless

 
/ˈkänSH(ə)nsləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘inner thoughts or knowledge’): via Old French from Latin 
conscientia

 , from 
conscient-

 ‘being privy to,’ from the verb 
conscire

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
scire

 ‘know.’





conscience clause

 
/ˈkänSHəns klôz/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a clause that makes concessions to the consciences of those affected by a law




•
 
Congress passed a “conscience clause” bill, which permitted any individual opposed to abortion to refuse to perform the procedure.



















conscience money

 
/ˈkänSHəns ˈmənē/






noun




money paid because of feelings of guilt, especially about a payment that one has evaded.













conscience-stricken

 
/ˈkänSHəns ˈˌstrikən/






adjective




made uneasy by a guilty conscience




•
 
she was still conscience-stricken over her outburst.



















conscientious

 
/ˌkän(t)SHēˈen(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) wishing to do what is right, especially to do one's work or duty well and thoroughly




•
 
a conscientious and hardworking clerk.










2.
 
relating to a person's conscience




•
 
the act does not provide exemption from service on the basis of personal conscientious beliefs.














II.
 
derivatives





conscientiousness

 
/ˌkänCHēˈen(t)SHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
consciencieux

 , from medieval Latin 
conscientiosus

 , from Latin 
conscientia

 (see conscience
 ).





conscientiously

 
/ˌkänSHēˈenSHəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a thorough and responsible way




•
 
he applied himself conscientiously to his profession




•
 
a conscientiously detailed legislative history.










2.
 
in a way that is motivated by one's moral sense of right and wrong




•
 
he could not conscientiously take the oath




•
 
people who are conscientiously opposed to killing.



















conscientious objector

 
/ˌkänCHēˈˌen(t)SHəs ˈäbjektər/





I.
 
noun




a person who for reasons of conscience objects to serving in the armed forces.








II.
 
derivatives





conscientious objection






noun





















conscious

 
/ˈkän(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
aware of and responding to one's surroundings; awake.




2.
 
having knowledge of something; aware




•
 
we are 
conscious of

 the extent of the problem.










3.
 
(
conscious of

 )
 — painfully aware of; sensitive to




•
 
he was very conscious of his appearance.










4.
 
concerned with or worried about a particular matter




•
 
they were growing increasingly security-conscious.










5.
 
(of an action or feeling) deliberate and intentional




•
 
a conscious effort to walk properly.










6.
 
(of the mind or a thought) directly perceptible to and under the control of the person concerned.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘being aware of wrongdoing’): from Latin 
conscius

 ‘knowing with others or in oneself’ (from 
conscire

 ‘be privy to’) + -ous
 .





consciously

 
/ˈkänSHəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a deliberate and intentional way




•
 
she consciously chose to ignore him




•
 
a vicious and consciously dishonest hatchet job.










2.
 
in a way that is directly perceptible to and under the control of the person concerned




•
 
most players don't think consciously about a throw




•
 
we don't consciously perceive everything that happens to us.



















consciousness

 
/ˈkän(t)SHəsnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being awake and aware of one's surroundings




•
 
she failed to regain consciousness and died two days later.










2.
 
the awareness or perception of something by a person




•
 
her acute consciousness of Mike's presence.










3.
 
the fact of awareness by the mind of itself and the world




•
 
consciousness emerges from the operations of the brain.



















consciousness-raising

 
/ˈkänSHəsnəs ˌrāziNG/






noun




the activity of seeking to make people more aware of personal, social, or political issues


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a consciousness-raising group.



















conscript





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈskript /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enlist (someone) compulsorily, typically into the armed services




•
 
they were 
conscripted into

 the army.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌskript /



1.
 
a person enlisted compulsorily.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): from French 
conscrit

 , from Latin 
conscriptus

 , past participle of 
conscribere

 ‘enroll.’ The verb is a back-formation from conscription
 .






conscription

 
/kənˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




compulsory enlistment for state service, typically into the armed forces.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French (conscription was introduced in France in 1798), from late Latin 
conscriptio(n-)

 ‘levying of troops,’ from Latin 
conscribere

 ‘write down together, enroll,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’






consecrate

 
/ˈkänsəˌkrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu 
be consecrated

 )


1.
 
make or declare (something, typically a church) sacred; dedicate formally to a religious or divine purpose




•
 
the present Holy Trinity church was consecrated in 1845




•
 (as 
adj.

 
consecrated

 )
 
consecrated ground.










2.
 
(in Christian belief) make (bread or wine) into the body or blood of Christ


(as 
adj.

 
consecrated

 )


•
 
they received the host but not the consecrated wine.










3.
 
ordain (someone) to a sacred office, typically that of bishop


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
in 1969 he was consecrated bishop of Northern Uganda.










4.
 


‹informal›

 devote (something) exclusively to a particular purpose




•
 
they'd decided to 
consecrate

 all their energies 
to

 this purposeful act.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consecrator

 
/ˈkänsəˌkrādər /






noun













2.
 
consecratory

 
/-krəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
consecrat-

 ‘dedicated, devoted as sacred,’ from the verb 
consecrare

 , from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
sacrare

 ‘dedicate,’ from 
sacer

 ‘sacred.’





consecration

 
/ˌkänsəˈkrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of making or declaring something, typically a church, sacred




•
 
the consecration of this cathedral was a magical event.










2.
 
(in Christian belief) the action of declaring bread and wine to be or represent the body and blood of Christ




•
 
the consecration of bread and wine in the Eucharist




•
 
eucharistic consecration.










3.
 
the action of ordaining someone to a sacred office, typically that of bishop




•
 
he received consecration as bishop at Notre Dame.



















consecutive

 
/kənˈsekyədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
following continuously




•
 
five consecutive months of serious decline.










2.
 
in unbroken or logical sequence.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 expressing consequence or result




•
 
a consecutive clause.










4.
 


[Music]

 denoting intervals of the same kind (especially fifths or octaves) occurring in succession between two parts or voices.








II.
 
derivatives





consecutiveness

 
/kənˈsekyədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
consécutif

 , 
-ive

 , from medieval Latin 
consecutivus

 , from Latin 
consecut-

 ‘followed closely,’ from the verb 
consequi

 .





consecutively

 
/kənˈsekyo͝odivlē/






adverb



1.
 
one after another without interruption




•
 
Jeremy smoked four cigarettes consecutively.










2.
 
in unbroken or logical sequence




•
 
the drives are just numbered consecutively.



















consensual

 
/kənˈsen(t)SH(əw)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving consent, especially mutual consent




•
 
he admitted to having consensual sex with two women.










2.
 
relating to or involving consensus




•
 
decision-making was consensual.














II.
 
derivatives





consensually






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
consensus

 ‘agreement’ (from 
consens-

 ‘felt together, agreed,’ from the verb 
consentire

 ) + -al
 .






consensus

 
/kənˈsensəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
general agreement




•
 
a consensus of opinion among judges




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a consensus view.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin,‘agreement,’ from 
consens-

 ‘agreed,’ from the verb 
consentire

 .





consensus sequence






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sequence of DNA having similar structure and function in different organisms.














consent

 
/kənˈsent/





I.
 
noun




permission for something to happen or agreement to do something




•
 
no change may be made without the consent of all the partners.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give permission for something to happen




•
 
he 
consented to

 a search by a detective.










2.
 
agree to do something




•
 
he had consented to serve on the panel.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by common consent






with the agreement of all




•
 
it was, by common consent, our finest performance.















2.
 
informed consent






permission granted in the knowledge of the possible consequences, typically that which is given by a patient to a doctor for treatment with full knowledge of the possible risks and benefits.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
consente

 (noun), 
consentir

 (verb), from Latin 
consentire

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
sentire

 ‘feel.’





consentient

 
/kənˈsen(t)SH(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 of the same opinion in a matter; in agreement.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
consentient-

 ‘agreeing,’ from the verb 
consentire

 (see consent
 ).





consenting adult






noun




an adult who willingly agrees to engage in an act, especially a sexual act.














consequence

 
/ˈkänsikwəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a result or effect of an action or condition




•
 
many have been laid off from work 
as a consequence

 of the administration's policies.










2.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — importance or relevance




•
 
the past is 
of no consequence






•
 
he didn't say anything 
of

 great 
consequence

 .










3.
 


‹dated›

 social distinction




•
 
a woman 
of consequence

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in consequence






as a result.









2.
 
take the consequences






accept responsibility for the negative results of one's action.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
consequentia

 , from 
consequent-

 ‘following closely,’ from the verb 
consequi

 .






consequent

 
/ˈkänsəkwənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
following as a result or effect




•
 
labor shortages would be created with a consequent increase in wages.










2.
 


[Geology]

 (of a stream or valley) having a direction or character determined by the original slope of the land before erosion.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 logically consistent.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that follows another.




2.
 


[Logic]

 the second part of a conditional proposition, whose truth is stated to be conditional upon that of the antecedent.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the second term of a ratio.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
consequent-

 ‘overtaking, following closely,’ from the verb 
consequi

 .





consequential

 
/ˌkänsəˈkwen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
following as a result or effect




•
 
a loss of confidence and a consequential withdrawal of funds.










2.
 


[Law]

 resulting from an act, but not immediately and directly




•
 
consequential damages.










3.
 
important; significant




•
 
perhaps the most consequential discovery of the eighteenth century.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consequentiality

 
/ˌkänsəˌkwen(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
consequentially

 
/ˌkänsəˈkwen(t)SHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
consequentia

 (see consequence
 ) + -al
 .





consequentialism

 
/ˌkänsəˈkwen(t)SHəlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that the morality of an action is to be judged solely by its consequences.








II.
 
derivatives





consequentialist






adjective, noun





















consequently

 
/ˈkänsəkwən(t)lē/






adverb




as a result




•
 
flexible workers find themselves in great demand, and consequently earn high salaries.



















conservancy

 
/kənˈsərvənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — a body concerned with the preservation of nature, specific species, or natural resources




•
 
the Nature Conservancy.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a commission or group of officials controlling a port, river, or drainage basin.




3.
 
the conservation of something, especially wildlife and the environment.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
conservacy

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
conservacie

 , via Anglo-Latin from Latin 
conservation-

 (see conservation
 ).






conservation

 
/ˌkänsərˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of conserving something, in particular




2.
 
preservation, protection, or restoration of the natural environment, natural ecosystems, vegetation, and wildlife.




3.
 
preservation, repair, and prevention of deterioration of archaeological, historical, and cultural sites and artifacts.




4.
 
prevention of excessive or wasteful use of a resource.




5.
 


[Physics]

 the principle by which the total value of a physical quantity (such as energy, mass, or linear or angular momentum) remains constant in a system.








II.
 
derivatives





conservational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘conserving, preservation’): from Latin 
conservatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
conservare

 (see conserve
 ).





conservationist

 
/ˌkänsərˈvāSHənəst/






noun




a person who advocates or acts for the protection and preservation of the environment and wildlife.













conservation of charge






noun




a principle stating that the total electric charge of an isolated system is fixed.













conservation of energy






noun




a principle stating that energy cannot be created or destroyed, but can be altered from one form to another.













conservation of mass






noun




a principle stating that mass cannot be created or destroyed.













conservatism

 
/kənˈsərvədizəm/






noun



1.
 
commitment to traditional values and ideas with opposition to change or innovation




•
 
proponents of theological conservatism.










2.
 
the holding of political views that favor free enterprise, private ownership, and socially conservative ideas




•
 
a party that espoused conservatism.










3.
 
(
Conservativism

 )
 — the doctrines of the Conservative Party of Great Britain or a similar party elsewhere




•
 
the thrust of post-war Conservatism.



















conservative

 
/kənˈsərvədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
holding to traditional attitudes and values and cautious about change or innovation, typically in relation to politics or religion.




2.
 
(of dress or taste) sober and conventional




•
 
a conservative suit.










3.
 
(of an estimate) purposely low for the sake of caution




•
 
the film was not cheap—$30,000 is a conservative estimate.










4.
 
(of surgery or medical treatment) intended to control rather than eliminate a condition, with existing tissue preserved as far as possible.




5.
 
(
Conservative

 )
 — of or relating to the Conservative Party of Great Britain or a similar party in another country.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is averse to change and holds to traditional values and attitudes, typically in relation to politics.




2.
 
(
Conservative

 )
 — a supporter or member of the Conservative Party of Great Britain or a similar party in another country.








III.
 
derivatives





conservativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘aiming to preserve’): from late Latin 
conservativus

 , from 
conservat-

 ‘conserved,’ from the verb 
conservare

 (see conserve
 ). Current senses date from the mid 19th century onward.





Conservative Judaism






noun




a form of Judaism, particularly prevalent in North America, that seeks to preserve Jewish tradition and ritual but has a more flexible approach to the interpretation of the law than Orthodox Judaism.













conservatively

 
/kənˈsərvədivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sober and conventional way




•
 
they've been dressing more conservatively at the office




•
 
an upscale living room, conservatively furnished.










2.
 
in a cautious way that seeks to avoid potential risks




•
 
she conservatively estimates a supply shortfall of $8 million this year.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 in a way that is intended to control symptoms rather than eliminate a condition




•
 
the frostbite injury was treated conservatively.



















Conservative Party






a political party promoting free enterprise and private ownership, in particular a major British party that emerged from the old Tory Party in the 1830s and 1840s.









conservatoire

 
/kənˈsərvəˌtwär/





I.
 
noun




another term for conservatory
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from Italian 
conservatorio

 , from late Latin 
conservatorium

 , from 
conservare

 ‘to preserve’ (see conserve
 ). Compare with conservatory
 .





conservator

 
/kənˈsərvədər kənˈsərvəˌtôr ˈkänsərˌvādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person responsible for the repair and preservation of works of art, buildings, or other things of cultural or environmental interest.




2.
 
a guardian or protector




•
 
the court does not need to appoint a conservator to handle an incapacitated person's affairs.














II.
 
derivatives





conservatorship






noun






















conservatory

 
/kənˈsərvəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a college for the study of classical music or other arts.




2.
 
a room with a glass roof and walls, attached to a house at one side and used as a greenhouse or a sun parlor.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting something that preserves): from late Latin 
conservatorium

 , from 
conservare

 ‘to preserve’ (see conserve
 ).






conserve





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈsərv /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect (something, especially an environmentally or culturally important place or thing) from harm or destruction




•
 
the funds raised will help conserve endangered meadowlands.










2.
 
prevent the wasteful or harmful overuse of (a resource)




•
 
industry should conserve more water.










3.
 


[Physics]

 maintain (a quantity such as energy or mass) at a constant overall total.




4.
 
(usu. 
be conserved

 )
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 retain (a particular amino acid, nucleotide, or sequence of these) unchanged in different protein or DNA molecules.




5.
 
preserve (food, typically fruit) with sugar.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌsərv kənˈsərv /



1.
 
a sweet food made by preserving fruit with sugar; jam.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
conserver

 (verb), 
conserve

 (noun), from Latin 
conservare

 ‘to preserve,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
servare

 ‘to keep.’






consider

 
/kənˈsidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think carefully about (something), typically before making a decision




•
 
each application is considered on its merits




•
 (as 
adj.

 
considered

 )
 
it is my considered opinion that we should await further developments.










2.
 
think about and be drawn toward (a course of action)




•
 
he had considered giving up his job.










3.
 
regard (someone or something) as having a specified quality


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
I consider him irresponsible.










4.
 
believe; think




•
 
at first women were considered to be at low risk from HIV




•
 
I don't consider that I'm to blame.










5.
 
take (something) into account when making an assessment or judgment




•
 
one service area is not enough when you consider the number of cars using this highway.










6.
 
look attentively at




•
 
he considered the women around the table with wariness.














II.
 
phrases





all things considered






taking everything into account.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
considerer

 , from Latin 
considerare

 ‘examine,’ perhaps based on 
sidus

 , 
sider-

 ‘star.’






considerable

 
/kənˈsid(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
notably large in size, amount, or extent




•
 
a position of considerable influence.










2.
 
(of a person) having merit or distinction




•
 
he was a limited, but still considerable, novelist.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘capable of being considered’): from medieval Latin 
considerabilis

 ‘worthy of consideration,’ from Latin 
considerare

 (see consider
 ).





considerably

 
/kənˈsid(ə)rəblē/






adverb




by a notably large amount or to a notably large extent; greatly




•
 
things have improved considerably over the last few years




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a considerably higher density.




















considerate

 
/kənˈsidərət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
careful not to cause inconvenience or hurt to others




•
 
the quietest and most considerate tenants possible.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 showing careful thought




•
 
be considerate over your handwriting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
considerately

 
/kənˈsidərətlē /






adverb













2.
 
considerateness

 
/kənˈsid(ə)rətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘showing careful thought’): from Latin 
consideratus

 , past participle of 
considerare

 ‘examine’ (see consider
 ).





consideration

 
/kənˌsidərˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
careful thought, typically over a period of time




•
 
a long process involving a great deal of careful consideration.










2.
 
a fact or a motive taken into account in deciding or judging something




•
 
the idea was motivated by political considerations.










3.
 
thoughtfulness and sensitivity toward others




•
 
companies should show more consideration for their employees.










4.
 
a payment or reward




•
 
you can buy the books for a small consideration.










5.
 


[Law]

 (in a contractual agreement) anything given or promised or forborne by one party in exchange for the promise or undertaking of another.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 importance; consequence.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in consideration of





a.
 
on account of; taking into account




•
 
a nightlight burned in consideration of Ernie's phobia.










b.
 
in return for




•
 
he paid them in consideration of their services.















2.
 
take into consideration






take into account.









3.
 
under consideration






being thought about




•
 
a bird under consideration for being listed as endangered.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
consideration-

 , from 
considerare

 ‘examine.’





considering

 
/kənˈsid(ə)riNG/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction




taking into consideration


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
considering the conditions, it's very good




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 


considering that

 he was the youngest on the field, he played well.














II.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 taking everything into account




•
 
they weren't feeling too bad, considering.



















consigliere

 
/ˌkônsēˈlye-re, kənsiɡlēˈērē/






noun




an adviser, especially to a crime boss.













consign

 
/kənˈsīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliver (something) to a person's custody, typically in order for it to be sold




•
 
he 
consigned

 three paintings 
to

 Sotheby's.










2.
 
send (goods) by a public carrier.




3.
 
(
consign someone/something to

 )
 — assign; commit decisively or permanently




•
 
she consigned the letter to the wastebasket.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consignee

 
/ˌkänsīˈnē /






noun













2.
 
consignor

 
/kənˈsīnər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘mark with the sign of the cross,’ especially at baptism or confirmation, as a sign of dedication to God): from French 
consigner

 or Latin 
consignare

 ‘mark with a seal.’





consignment

 
/kənˈsīnmənt/






noun



1.
 
a batch of goods destined for or delivered to someone




•
 
a consignment of beef.










2.
 
the action of consigning or delivering something.




3.
 
agreement to pay a supplier of goods after the goods are sold




•
 
new and used children's clothing 
on consignment

 .



















consignment shop

 
consignment store






noun




a store that sells secondhand items (typically clothing and accessories) on behalf of the original owner, who receives a percentage of the selling price.













consilience

 
/kənˈsilēəns/





I.
 
noun




agreement between the approaches to a topic of different academic subjects, especially science and the humanities.








II.
 
derivatives





consilient

 
/kənˈsilēənt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
con(current)

 + Latin 
-silient-

 , 
-siliens

 ‘jumping’ (as in 
resilience

 ).






consist





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈsist /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
consist of

 )
 — be composed or made up of




•
 
the exhibition consists of 180 drawings.










2.
 
(
consist in

 )
 — have as an essential feature




•
 
his duties consist in taking the condition of the barometer.










3.
 
(
consist with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 be consistent with




•
 
the information perfectly consists with our friend's account.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/kənˈsist /



1.
 


[Railroads]

 the set of vehicles forming a complete train.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be located or inherent in’): from Latin 
consistere

 ‘stand firm or still, exist,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
sistere

 ‘stand (still).’





consistence

 
/kənˈsistəns/






noun




another term for consistency
 .














consistency

 
/kənˈsistənsē /

 
consistence





I.
 
noun



1.
 
conformity in the application of something, typically that which is necessary for the sake of logic, accuracy, or fairness




•
 
the grading system is to be streamlined to ensure greater consistency.










2.
 
the achievement of a level of performance that does not vary greatly in quality over time




•
 
his principal problem in tennis has been consistency.










3.
 
the way in which a substance, typically a liquid, holds together; thickness or viscosity




•
 
the sauce has the consistency of creamed butter.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting permanence of form): from late Latin 
consistentia

 , from 
consistent-

 ‘standing firm’ (see consistent
 ).






consistent

 
/kənˈsistənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, behavior, or process) unchanging in achievement or effect over a period of time




•
 
manufacturing processes require a consistent approach.










2.
 
compatible or in agreement with something




•
 
the injuries are 
consistent with

 falling from a great height.










3.
 
(of an argument or set of ideas) not containing any logical contradictions




•
 
a consistent explanation.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘consisting or composed of’): from Latin 
consistent-

 ‘standing firm or still, existing,’ from the verb 
consistere

 (see consist
 ).





consistently

 
/kənˈsistən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in every case or on every occasion; invariably




•
 
the vehicle consistently outperforms some of the best competitors




•
 
a team that consistently demonstrates a desire to win.










2.
 
in a fair and impartial way




•
 
students have to be treated consistently by all staff members.



















consistory

 
/kənˈsistərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a church council or court, in particular




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the council of cardinals, with or without the pope.




3.
 
(also 
consistory court

 )
 — (in the Church of England) a court presided over by a bishop, for the administration of ecclesiastical law in a diocese.




4.
 
(in other churches) a local administrative body.








II.
 
derivatives





consistorial

 
/ˌkänsiˈstôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a nonecclesiastical council): from Anglo-Norman French 
consistorie

 , from late Latin 
consistorium

 , from 
consistere

 ‘stand firm’ (see consist
 ).





consociation

 
/ˌkänˌsōsēˈāSHən ˌkänˌsōSHēˈāSHən ˌkənˌsōsēˈāSHən ˌkənˌsōSHēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group or association of a distinctive type, in particular




2.
 
a political system formed by the cooperation of different, especially antagonistic, social groups on the basis of shared power.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a group of animals of the same species that interact more or less equally with each other.




4.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly US)

 an association of Congregational Churches.




5.
 


‹dated›

 close association or fellowship.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consociational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
consociationalism

 
/-SHənlˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘associating, combination’): from Latin 
consociatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
consociare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
sociare

 ‘to associate’ (from 
socius

 ‘fellow’).





consolation

 
/ˌkänsəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
comfort received by a person after a loss or disappointment




•
 
there was consolation in knowing that others were worse off.










2.
 
a person or thing providing comfort to a person who has suffered




•
 
the church was the main consolation in a short and hard life.










3.
 


(US)

 
[Sports]

 a round or contest for tournament entrants who have been eliminated before the finals, often to determine third and fourth place.








II.
 
derivatives





consolatory

 
/kənˈsōləˌtôrē kənˈsälətôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
consolatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
consolari

 (see console
 1
 ).





consolation prize






noun




a prize given to a competitor who narrowly fails to win or who finishes last




•
 
two hundred runners-up will get a consolation prize.




















console1


 
/kənˈsōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
comfort (someone) at a time of grief or disappointment




•
 
she tried to console him but he pushed her gently away




•
 
you can 
console

 yourself 
with

 the thought that you did your best.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consolable

 
/kənˈsōləb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
consoler

 
/kənˈsōlər /






noun













3.
 
consolingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (replacing earlier 
consolate

 ): from French 
consoler

 , from Latin 
consolari

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
solari

 ‘soothe.’





console2


 
/ˈkänˌsōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a panel or unit accommodating a set of controls for electronic or mechanical equipment.




2.
 
(also 
games console

 )
 — a small electronic device for playing computerized video games.




3.
 
a cabinet for television or radio equipment.




4.
 
the cabinet or enclosure containing the keyboards, stops, pedals, etc., of an organ.




5.
 
a monitor and keyboard in a multiuser computer system.




6.
 
an ornamented bracket with scrolls or corbel supporting a cornice, shelf, or tabletop.




7.
 
a support between the seats of an automobile that has indentations for holding small items.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, perhaps from 
consolider

 , from Latin 
consolidare

 (see consolidate
 ).





console table

 
/ˈkänˌsōl ˌtāb(ə)l/






noun




a table supported by ornamented brackets, either movable or fixed against a wall.














consolidate

 
/kənˈsäləˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) physically stronger or more solid




•
 
the first phase of the project is to consolidate the outside walls.










2.
 
reinforce or strengthen (one's position or power)




•
 
the company consolidated its position in the international market.










3.
 
combine (a number of things) into a single more effective or coherent whole




•
 
all manufacturing activities have been consolidated in new premises.










4.
 
combine (a number of financial accounts or funds) into a single overall account or set of accounts.




5.
 
combine (two or more legal actions involving similar questions) into one for action by a court.








II.
 
derivatives





consolidator

 
/kənˈsälədādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘combine into a single whole’): from Latin 
consolidare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
solidare

 ‘make firm’ (from 
solidus

 ‘solid’).





consolidation

 
/kənˌsäləˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of making something stronger or more solid




•
 
the permanent consolidation of peace.










2.
 
the action or process of combining a number of things into a single more effective or coherent whole




•
 
a consolidation of data within an enterprise.










3.
 
the action or process of combining a number of financial accounts or funds into a single overall account or set of accounts




•
 
a business selling debt consolidation services.



















consommé

 
/ˌkänsəˈmā/





I.
 
noun




a clear soup made with concentrated stock.











– origin

 French, past participle of 
consommer

 ‘consume or consummate,’ from Latin 
consummare

 ‘make complete’ (see consummate
 ).





consonance

 
/ˌkänsənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
agreement or compatibility between opinions or actions




•
 
consonance between conservation measures and existing agricultural practice.










2.
 
the recurrence of similar sounds, especially consonants, in close proximity (chiefly as used in prosody).




3.
 


[Music]

 the combination of notes that are in harmony with each other due to the relationship between their frequencies.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
consonantia

 , from 
consonant-

 ‘sounding together,’ from the verb 
consonare

 (see consonant
 ).






consonant

 
/ˈkänsənənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a basic speech sound in which the breath is at least partly obstructed and which can be combined with a vowel to form a syllable.

Contrasted with vowel
 .




2.
 
a letter representing a consonant.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to a consonant sound or letter




•
 
a consonant phoneme.










2.
 
(
consonant with

 )
 — in agreement or harmony with




•
 
the findings are consonant with other research.










3.
 


[Music]

 making a harmonious interval or chord




•
 
the bass is consonant with all the upper notes.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consonantal

 
/ˌkänsəˈnan(t)l /






adjective













2.
 
consonantly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘letter representing a consonantal sound’): via Old French from Latin 
consonare

 ‘sound together,’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
sonare

 ‘to sound’ (from 
sonus

 ‘sound’).





con sordino

 
/kän ˌsôrˈdēnō, kōn/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) with the use of a mute.











– origin

 Italian.






consort1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänsôrt /



1.
 
a wife, husband, or companion, in particular the spouse of a reigning monarch.




2.
 
a ship sailing in company with another.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈsôrt ˈkänˌsôrt /
 [no 
obj.

 ] (
consort with

 )


1.
 
habitually associate with (someone), typically with the disapproval of others




•
 
you chose to consort with the enemy.










2.
 
(
consort with/to

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 agree or be in harmony with.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a companion or colleague): via French from Latin 
consors

 ‘sharing, partner,’ from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
sors

 , 
sort-

 ‘lot, destiny.’ The verb senses are probably influenced by similar senses (now obsolete) of the verb 
sort

 .





consort2


 
/ˈkänsôrt/





I.
 
noun




a small group of musicians performing together, typically playing instrumental music of the Renaissance period




•
 
a consort of viols.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: earlier form of concert
 .





consortium

 
/kənˈsôrdēəm kənˈsôrSH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an association, typically of several business companies.




2.
 


[Law]

 the right of association and companionship with one's husband or wife.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘partnership’): from Latin, from 
consors

 ‘sharing, partner’ (see consort
 1
 ).





conspecific

 
/ˌkänspəˈsifik /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
adjective




(of animals or plants) belonging to the same species.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
conspecifics

 )


1.
 
a member of the same species




•
 
the rabbit was isolated from male conspecifics.














III.
 
derivatives





conspecificity

 
/ˌkänˌspesəˈfisitē /






noun





















conspectus

 
/kənˈspektəs/





I.
 
noun




a summary or overview of a subject




•
 
five of his works give a rich conspectus of his art.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, past participle (used as a noun) of 
conspicere

 ‘look at attentively.’





conspicuous

 
/kənˈspikyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
standing out so as to be clearly visible




•
 
he was very thin, with a conspicuous Adam's apple.










2.
 
attracting notice or attention




•
 
he showed conspicuous bravery.














II.
 
phrases





conspicuous by one's absence






obviously not present in a place where one should be.

[from a speech made by Lord John Russell in an address to electors (1859): taken from Tacitus (
Annals

 iii. 76).]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conspicuity

 
/känspiˈkyo͞oədē /






noun













2.
 
conspicuousness

 
/kənˈspikyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
conspicuus

 (from 
conspicere

 ‘look at attentively,’ from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
spicere

 ‘look at’) + -ous
 .





conspicuous consumption






noun




expenditure on or consumption of luxuries on a lavish scale in an attempt to enhance one's prestige




•
 
an age of increasing conspicuous consumption




•
 
these mansions were seen as monstrous monuments to conspicuous consumption.



















conspicuously

 
/kənˈspikyo͝oəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a clearly visible way




•
 
the signs were conspicuously displayed inside the restaurant.










2.
 
in a way that attracts notice or attention




•
 
his arguments conspicuously lack rigor




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
one important voice has been conspicuously absent.



















conspiracist

 
/kənˈspirəsəst/






noun




a person who supports a conspiracy theory.













conspiracy

 
/kənˈspirəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a secret plan by a group to do something unlawful or harmful




•
 
a conspiracy to destroy the government.










2.
 
the action of plotting or conspiring




•
 
they were cleared of conspiracy to pervert the course of justice.














II.
 
phrases





a conspiracy of silence






an agreement to say nothing about an issue that should be generally known.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
conspiracie

 , alteration of Old French 
conspiration

 , based on Latin 
conspirare

 ‘agree, plot’ (see conspire
 ).





conspiracy theory





I.
 
noun




a belief that some covert but influential organization is responsible for a circumstance or event.








II.
 
derivatives





conspiracy theorist






noun





















conspirator

 
/kənˈspirədər/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes part in a conspiracy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
conspirateur

 , from Latin 
conspirator

 , from 
conspirat-

 ‘agreed, plotted,’ from the verb 
conspirare

 (see conspire
 ).





conspiratorial

 
/kənˌspirəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or suggestive of a secret plan made by a group of people to do something unlawful or harmful




•
 
there are several who think this is some sort of vast conspiratorial plot on the part of the press




•
 
historians have rejected this thesis as conspiratorial and simplistic.










2.
 
(of a person’s manner or behavior) suggesting that they share secret knowledge with another person




•
 
he gave me a sly, conspiratorial wink.














II.
 
derivatives





conspiratorially

 
/kənˌspirəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb






















conspire

 
/kənˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make secret plans jointly to commit an unlawful or harmful act




•
 
they 
conspired against

 him




•
 
they deny conspiring to defraud the Internal Revenue Service.










2.
 
(of events or circumstances) seem to be working together to bring about a particular result, typically to someone's detriment




•
 
everything conspires to exacerbate the situation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
conspirer

 , from Latin 
conspirare

 ‘agree, plot,’ from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





con spirito

 
/kän ˈspiriˌtō, ˈkōn-/






adverb






[Music]

 (as a direction) vigorously; in a spirited manner.














constable

 
/ˈkänstəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a peace officer with limited policing authority, typically in a small town.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a police officer.




3.
 
the governor of a royal castle.




4.
 


‹historical›

 the highest-ranking official in a royal household.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
conestable

 , from late Latin 
comes stabuli

 ‘count (head officer) of the stable.’





Constable, John

 
/ˈkänstəbəl/






(1776–1837), English painter. His early paintings were inspired by the landscape of his native Suffolk.









constabulary

 
/kənˈstabyəˌlerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the constables of a district, collectively.




2.
 
an armed police force organized as a military unit.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a police force covering a particular area or city.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a constabulary.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the district under the charge of a constable): from medieval Latin 
constabularia (dignitas

 ) ‘(rank) of constable,’ from 
constabulus

 , based on Latin 
comes stabuli

 (see constable
 ).






Constance, Lake

 
/ˈkänstəns/






a lake in southwestern Germany, on the northern side of the Swiss Alps where Germany, Switzerland, and Austria meet. It forms part of the course of the Rhine River.

German name Bodensee
 .









constancy

 
/ˈkänstənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being faithful and dependable.




2.
 
the quality of being enduring and unchanging




•
 
the trade winds are noted for constancy in speed and direction.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
constantia

 , from 
constant-

 ‘standing firm’ (see constant
 ).






constant

 
/ˈkänstənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring continuously over a period of time




•
 
the pain is constant.










2.
 
remaining the same over a period of time




•
 
the company has kept its prices fairly constant.










3.
 
(of a person) unchangingly faithful and dependable.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a situation or state of affairs that does not change




•
 
the condition of struggle remained a constant.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity or parameter that does not change its value whatever the value of the variables, under a given set of conditions.




3.
 


[Physics]

 a number expressing a relation or property that remains the same in all circumstances, or for the same substance under the same conditions.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘staying resolute or faithful’): from Old French, from Latin 
constant-

 ‘standing firm,’ from the verb 
constare

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
stare

 ‘stand.’ The noun senses date from the mid 19th cent.






Constanţa

 
/kōnˈstäntsə, kôn- /

 
Constanza






the chief port of Romania, in the southeastern part of the country, on the Black Sea; pop. 305,550 (2006). Formerly called Tomis, it was renamed for Constantine I in the 4th century.









constantan

 
/ˈkänstəntən/





I.
 
noun




a copper–nickel alloy used in electrical work for its high resistance.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from constant
 + -an
 .





Constantine1


 
/ˈkänstənˌtēn/






a city in northeastern Algeria; pop. 462,800 (est. 2009). Formerly called 
Cirta

 , it was the capital of the Roman province of Numidia. It was destroyed in 311 but was rebuilt by Constantine the Great and given his name.









Constantine2


 
/ˈkänstənˌtēn/






(
c.

 274–337), Roman emperor 306–37; known as 
Constantine the Great

 . He was the first Roman emperor to be converted to Christianity and in 324 made Christianity the empire's state religion. In 330, he moved his capital from Rome to Byzantium, renaming it Constantinopolis (Constantinople). He is venerated as a saint in the Orthodox Church.









Constantinople

 
/ˌkänˌstantəˈnōp(ə)l/






the former name of Istanbul from 
AD

 330 (when it was given its name by Constantine the Great) until the early 20th century.









constantly

 
/ˈkänst(ə)n(t)lē/






adverb




continuously over a period of time; always




•
 
the world is constantly changing




•
 
he was constantly on her mind.



















constative

 
/ˈkänstətiv, kənˈstātiv /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a speech act or sentence that is a statement declaring something to be the case.

Often contrasted with performative
 .








II.
 
noun




a constative speech act or sentence.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
constat-

 ‘established’ (from the verb 
constare

 ) + -ive
 .





constellate

 
/ˈkänstəlāt/





I.
 
verb






‹literary›

 form or cause to form into a cluster or group; gather together


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the towns and valleys where people constellate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
their stories were never constellated.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
constellatus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
stellatus

 ‘arranged like a star.’





constellation

 
/ˌkänstəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of stars forming a recognizable pattern that is traditionally named after its apparent form or identified with a mythological figure. Modern astronomers divide the sky into eighty-eight constellations with defined boundaries.




2.
 
a group or cluster of related things




•
 
no two patients ever show exactly the same 
constellation of

 symptoms.

















– origin

 Middle English (as an astrological term denoting the relative positions of the “stars” (planets), supposed to influence events): via Old French from late Latin 
constellatio(n-)

 , based on Latin 
stella

 ‘star.’






consternate

 
/ˈkänstərˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (someone) with anxiety


(as 
adj.

 
consternated

 )


•
 
you'll probably be consternated by all this talk.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
consternat-

 ‘terrified, prostrated,’ from the verb 
consternare

 .





consternation

 
/ˌkänstərˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




feelings of anxiety or dismay, typically at something unexpected




•
 
I always welcomed clover, much 
to the consternation of

 the neighbors.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
consternatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
consternare

 ‘lay prostrate, terrify’ (see consternate
 ).






constipated

 
/ˈkänstəˌpādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) affected with constipation.




2.
 
slow-moving; restricted or inhibited in some way




•
 
spontaneous girls like Ellen are never going to be intimate with constipated deadpan fellows like me.














II.
 
derivatives





constipate

 
/ˈkänstəˌpāt /






verb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
constipat-

 ‘crowded or pressed together,’ from the verb 
constipare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
stipare

 ‘press, cram.’






constipation

 
/ˌkänstəˈpāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a condition in which there is difficulty in emptying the bowels, usually associated with hardened feces.




2.
 
a high level of constraint or restriction; a pronounced lack of ease




•
 
literary constipation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘contraction of body tissues’): from late Latin 
constipatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
constipare

 (see constipated
 ).





constituency

 
/kənˈstiCHo͞oənsē/






noun



1.
 
a body of voters in a specified area who elect a representative to a legislative body




•
 
the politician who wishes to remain in the good graces of his constituency.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an area whose voters elect a representative to a legislative body.




3.
 
a body of customers or supporters




•
 
a constituency of racing fans.



















constituent

 
/kənˈstiCHo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
being a part of a whole




•
 
the constituent minerals of the rock.










2.
 
being a voting member of a community or organization and having the power to appoint or elect




•
 
the constituent body has a right of veto.










3.
 
able to make or change a political constitution




•
 
a constituent assembly.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a constituency.




2.
 
a component part of something




•
 
the essential constituents of the human diet.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 the common part of two or several more complex forms, e.g., 
gentle

 in 
gentleman

 , 
gentlemanly

 , 
ungentlemanly

 .




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word or construction that is part of a larger construction.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the legal sense of the noun): from Latin 
constituent-

 (partly via French 
constituant

 ) ‘establishing, appointing,’ from the verb 
constituere

 (see constitute
 ).






constitute

 
/ˈkänstəˌt(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be (a part) of a whole




•
 
single parents constitute a great proportion of the poor.










2.
 
(of people or things) combine to form (a whole)




•
 
there were enough members present to constitute a quorum.










3.
 
be or be equivalent to (something)




•
 
his failure to act constituted a breach of duty.










4.
 
(usu. 
be constituted

 )
 — give legal or constitutional form to (an institution); establish by law.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
constitut-

 ‘established, appointed,’ from the verb 
constituere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
statuere

 ‘set up.’





constitution

 
/ˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a body of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other organization is acknowledged to be governed.




2.
 
(
the Constitution

 )
 — the basic written set of principles and precedents of federal government in the US, which came into operation in 1789 and has since been modified by twenty-seven amendments.




3.
 
the composition of something




•
 
the genetic constitution of a species.










4.
 
the forming or establishing of something




•
 
the constitution of a police authority.










5.
 
a person's physical state with regard to vitality, health, and strength




•
 
pregnancy had weakened her constitution.










6.
 
a person's mental or psychological makeup.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a law, or a body of laws or customs): from Latin 
constitutio(n-)

 , from 
constituere

 ‘establish, appoint’ (see constitute
 ).





constitutional

 
/ˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an established set of principles governing a state




•
 
a constitutional amendment.










2.
 
in accordance with or allowed by an established set of principles governing a state




•
 
a constitutional monarchy.










3.
 
of or relating to someone's physical or mental condition




•
 
a constitutional weakness.














II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a walk, typically one taken regularly to maintain or restore good health.













constitutionalism

 
/ˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)nəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
constitutional government.




2.
 
adherence to a system of constitutional government.








II.
 
derivatives





constitutionalist

 
/ˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)ləst /






noun





















constitutionality

 
/ˌkänstəˌt(y)o͞oSHəˈnalədē/






noun




the quality of being in accordance with a political constitution




•
 
a court case upheld the constitutionality of such a law.



















constitutionalize

 
/ˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)nəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 make subject to explicit provisions of a country's constitution




•
 
divorce is not constitutionalized.



















constitutionally

 
/känstəˈto͞oSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is in accordance with a political constitution




•
 
basic constitutionally mandated rights.










2.
 
in a way that relates to someone's nature or physical condition




•
 
a person constitutionally incapable of compromise




•
 
I'm constitutionally pessimistic.



















Constitution State






a nickname for the state of Connecticut
 .









constitutive

 
/ˈkänstəˌt(y)o͞odiv kənˈstiCHədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the power to establish or give organized existence to something




•
 
the state began to exercise a new and constitutive function.










2.
 
forming a part or constituent of something; component




•
 
poverty is a constitutive element of a particular form of economic growth.










3.
 
forming an essential element of something




•
 
language is 
constitutive of

 thought.










4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 relating to an enzyme or enzyme system that is continuously produced in an organism, regardless of the needs of cells.








II.
 
derivatives





constitutively






adverb






















constrain

 
/kənˈstrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
severely restrict the scope, extent, or activity of




•
 
agricultural development is considerably constrained by climate




•
 
we can constrain data access.










2.
 
compel or force (someone) toward a particular course of action




•
 
children are constrained to work in the way the book dictates.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
constrained

 )
 — cause to appear unnaturally forced, typically because of embarrassment




•
 
he was acting in a constrained manner.










4.
 


‹literary›

 confine forcibly; imprison.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 bring about (something) by compulsion




•
 
Calypso in her caves constrained his stay.














II.
 
derivatives





constrainedly

 
/kənˈstrānədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
constraindre

 , from Latin 
constringere

 ‘bind tightly together.’





constraint

 
/kənˈstrānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a limitation or restriction




•
 
the availability of water is the main 
constraint on

 food production




•
 
time constraints make it impossible to do everything.










2.
 
stiffness of manner and inhibition in relations between people




•
 
they would be able to talk without constraint.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘coercion’): from Old French 
constreinte

 , feminine past participle of 
constraindre

 (see constrain
 ).





constrict

 
/kənˈstrikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make narrower, especially by encircling pressure




•
 
chemicals that constrict the blood vessels




•
 (as 
adj.

 
constricted

 )
 
constricted air passages.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become narrower




•
 
he felt his throat constrict.










3.
 
(of a snake) coil around (prey) in order to asphyxiate it.




4.
 
inhibit or restrict




•
 
the fear and the reality of crime constrict many people's lives.














II.
 
derivatives





constrictive

 
/kənˈstriktiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
constrict-

 ‘bound tightly together,’ from the verb 
constringere

 (see constrain
 ).





constriction

 
/kənˈstrikSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of making something narrower by pressure or of becoming narrower; tightening




•
 
asthma is a constriction of the airways.










2.
 
a place where something has become tighter or narrower; an obstruction




•
 
flow was impeded at bends and constrictions.



















constrictor

 
/kənˈstriktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a snake that kills by coiling around its prey and asphyxiating it.

[Families 
Boidae

 and 
Pythonidae

 , and some members of other families (in particular 
Colubridae

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
constrictor muscle

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction narrows a vessel or passage.




3.
 
each of the muscles that constrict the pharynx.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from 
constrict-

 ‘bound tightly together,’ from the verb 
constringere

 (see constrain
 ).






construct





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈstrəkt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
build or erect (something, typically a building, road, or machine)




•
 
a company that constructs oil rigs.










2.
 
form (an idea or theory) by bringing together various conceptual elements, typically over a period of time




•
 
Ptolemy combined his interests to construct a theory in support of Aristotle.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 form (a sentence) according to grammatical rules.




4.
 


[Geometry]

 draw or delineate (a geometric figure) accurately to given conditions.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌstrəkt /



1.
 
an idea or theory containing various conceptual elements, typically one considered to be subjective and not based on empirical evidence




•
 
history is largely an ideological construct.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 a group of words forming a phrase.




3.
 
a physical thing that is deliberately built or formed.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
constructible

 
/kənˈstrəktəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
constructor

 
/kənˈstrəktər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
construct-

 ‘heaped together, built,’ from the verb 
construere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
struere

 ‘pile, build.’






constructed language






noun




a language, such as Esperanto, that has been artificially created rather than having evolved naturally through use




•
 
a scholar who has studied Tolkien's constructed languages.




















construction

 
/kənˈstrəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the building of something, typically a large structure




•
 
there was a skyscraper 
under construction

 .










2.
 
the building of large structures considered as an industry.




3.
 
the style or method used in the building of something




•
 
the mill is of brick construction.










4.
 
a building or other structure.




5.
 
the creation or formation of an abstract entity




•
 
language plays a large part in our construction of reality.










6.
 
an interpretation or explanation




•
 
you could 
put

 an honest 
construction upon

 their conduct.










7.
 


[Grammar]

 the arrangement of words according to syntactical rules




•
 
sentence construction.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
constructional

 
/kənˈstrəkSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
constructionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
constructio(n-)

 , from 
construere

 ‘heap together’ (see construct
 ).





constructionism

 
/kənˈstrəkSHəˌnizəm/






noun




another term for constructivism
 .













constructionist

 
/kənˈstrəkSHənəst/






noun



1.
 
another term for constructivist
 (see constructivism
 ).




2.
 


(US)

 a person who puts a particular construction upon a legal document, especially the US Constitution.













construction paper

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a type of thick colored paper used for making models, designs, and other crafts.













constructive

 
/kənˈstrəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving a useful purpose; tending to build up




•
 
constructive criticism.










2.
 


[Law]

 derived by inference; implied by operation of law; not obvious or explicit




•
 
constructive liability.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 relating to, based on, or denoting mathematical proofs that show how an entity may in principle be constructed or arrived at in a finite number of steps.








II.
 
derivatives





constructiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
constructivus

 , from Latin 
construct-

 ‘heaped together,’ from the verb 
construere

 (see construct
 ).





constructively

 
/kənˈstrəktivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that has or is intended to have a useful or beneficial purpose




•
 
the party has engaged constructively in this debate.










2.
 


[Law]

 in a way that is not obvious or explicitly stated but may be inferred




•
 
this non-disclosure was said to be constructively tantamount to fraud.




















constructivism

 
/kənˈstrəktəˌvizəm/






noun



1.
 


[Art]

 a style or movement in which assorted mechanical objects are combined into abstract mobile structural forms. The movement originated in Russia in the 1920s and has influenced many aspects of modern architecture and design.

[transliterating Russian 
konstruktivizm

 .]




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a view which admits as valid only constructive proofs and entities demonstrable by them, implying that the latter have no independent existence.














constructivist

 
/kənˈstrəktəvist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Art]

 a practitioner of a style in which mechanical objects are combined into abstract mobile forms




•
 
the Russian constructivists adopted these techniques for their large constructions.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 an adherent of a view that admits as valid only constructive proofs and entities demonstrable by them.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Art]

 relating to or denoting a style in which mechanical objects are combined into abstract mobile forms




•
 
the constructivist aesthetic of the building.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 consistent with or relating to a view that admits as valid only constructive proofs and entities demonstrable by them




•
 
a constructivist conception of mathematics.



















construe

 
/kənˈstro͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interpret (a word or action) in a particular way




•
 
his words could hardly be 
construed as

 an apology.










2.
 


‹dated›

 analyze the syntax of (a text, sentence, or word)




•
 
both verbs can be 
construed with

 either infinitive.










3.
 


‹dated›

 translate (a passage or author) word for word, typically aloud.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
construable






adjective













2.
 
construal

 
/-ˈstro͞oəl /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
construere

 (see construct
 ), in late Latin ‘analyze the construction of a sentence.’





consubstantial

 
/ˌkänsəbˈstan(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of the same substance or essence (used especially of the three persons of the Trinity in Christian theology)




•
 
Christ is 
consubstantial with

 the Father.














II.
 
derivatives





consubstantiality

 
/ˌkänsəbˌstanSHēˈalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
consubstantialis

 (translating Greek 
homoousios

 ‘of one substance’), from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
substantialis

 (see substantial
 ).






consubstantiation

 
/ˌkänsəbˌstanSHēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 the doctrine, especially in Lutheran belief, that the substance of the bread and wine coexists with the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist.

Compare with transubstantiation
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
consubstantiatio(n-)

 , from 
con-

 ‘together,’ on the pattern of 
transubstantiation-

 ‘transubstantiation.’





consuetude

 
/ˈkänswəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




an established custom, especially one having legal force.








II.
 
derivatives





consuetudinary

 
/ˌkänswəˈt(y)o͞od(ə)nerē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
consuetudo

 (see custom
 ).






consul

 
/ˈkänsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official appointed by a government to live in a foreign city and protect and promote the government's citizens and interests there.




2.
 
(in ancient Rome) one of the two annually elected chief magistrates who jointly ruled the republic.




3.
 
any of the three chief magistrates of the first French republic (1799–1804).








II.
 
derivatives





consulship

 
/ˈkänsəlSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an ancient Roman magistrate): from Latin, related to 
consulere

 ‘take counsel.’





consular

 
/ˈkänsələr/






adjective



1.
 
relating to the consul or consulate in a foreign city




•
 
a consular official must interview applicants.










2.
 
relating to the ancient Roman consuls, two annually elected chief magistrates who jointly ruled the republic




•
 
Rome once again held consular elections.










3.
 
relating to the French consuls (three chief magistrates) of 1799–1804.













consulate

 
/ˈkänsələt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the place or building in which a consul's duties are carried out.




2.
 
the office or position of a consul.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the period of office of a Roman consul.




4.
 
(
the consulate

 )
 — the system of government by consuls in ancient Rome.




5.
 
(
the Consulate

 )
 — the government of the first French republic (1799–1804) by three consuls.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the government of Rome by consuls, or their office or dignity): from Latin 
consulatus

 , from 
consul

 (see consul
 ).





consul general






noun




a consul of the highest status, stationed in a major city and supervising other consuls in the district.














consult

 
/kənˈsəlt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seek information or advice from (someone with expertise in a particular area)




•
 
you should consult a financial advisor.










2.
 
have discussions or confer with (someone), typically before undertaking a course of action




•
 
patients are entitled to be consulted about their treatment




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they've got to 
consult with

 their board of directors.










3.
 
refer for information to (a book, watch, etc.) in order to ascertain something




•
 
consult the index at the back of the brochure.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an act of consulting a professional; a consultation




•
 
after a consult with his attorneys, he retracted his previous statement.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘deliberate together, confer’): from French 
consulter

 , from Latin 
consultare

 , frequentative of 
consulere

 ‘take counsel.’





consultancy

 
/kənˈsəltnsē/






noun



1.
 
a professional practice that gives expert advice within a particular field, especially business




•
 
a management consultancy firm.










2.
 
the work of giving professional advice within a particular field.













consultant

 
/kənˈsəltnt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who provides expert advice professionally.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a hospital doctor of senior rank within a specific field




•
 
a consultant pediatrician.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘a person who consults’): probably from French, from Latin 
consultare

 (see consult
 ).





consultation

 
/ˌkänsəlˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of formally consulting or discussing




•
 
they improved standards 
in consultation with

 consumer representatives




•
 
consultations between the two governments.










2.
 
a meeting with an expert or professional, such as a medical doctor, in order to seek advice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
consultatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
consultare

 (see consult
 ).





consultative

 
/kənˈsəltədiv/






adjective




intended to give professional advice or recommendations




•
 
a process of consultative review.



















consulting

 
/kənˈsəltiNG/





I.
 
adjective




engaged in the business of giving expert advice to people working in a professional or technical field




•
 
a consulting engineer




•
 
an environmental consulting company.














II.
 
noun




the business of giving expert advice to other professionals, typically in financial and business matters.













consulting room






noun




a room in which a doctor or other therapeutic practitioner examines patients.













consumable

 
/kənˈso͞oməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an item for sale) intended to be used up and then replaced.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
consumables

 )


1.
 
a commodity that is intended to be used up relatively quickly




•
 
drugs and other medical consumables.




















consume

 
/kənˈso͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat, drink, or ingest (food or drink)




•
 
people consume a good deal of sugar in drinks.










2.
 
buy (goods or services).




3.
 
use up (a resource)




•
 
these machines consume 5 percent of the natural gas in the U.S.










4.
 
(especially of a fire) completely destroy




•
 
the fire spread rapidly, consuming many homes.










5.
 
(usu. 
be consumed

 )
 — (of a feeling) absorb all of the attention and energy of (someone)




•
 
Carolyn was consumed with guilt.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
consumere

 , from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
sumere

 ‘take up’; reinforced by French 
consumer

 .





consumer

 
/kənˈso͞omər/






noun



1.
 
a person who purchases goods and services for personal use


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
consumer demand.










2.
 
a person or thing that eats or uses something




•
 
Scandinavians are the largest consumers of rye.



















consumer confidence






noun




a statistical measure of consumers' feelings about current and future economic conditions, used as an indicator of the overall state of the economy




•
 
a survey of consumer confidence showed households had suddenly turned negative about buying “big ticket” items.



















consumer credit






noun




credit advanced to consumers for the purchase of goods or services




•
 
consumer credit as a percentage of disposable income stood at a near record high of 21.1%




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the consumer credit marketplace.



















consumer electronics






plural noun




electronic devices such as televisions, computers, or smartphones, bought for personal rather than commercial use




•
 
they are the leading manufacturer of consumer electronics




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the consumer electronics industry.




















consumer goods

 
/kənˈs(y)o͞omər ˌɡo͝odz/






plural noun




goods bought and used by consumers, rather than by manufacturers for producing other goods.

Often contrasted with capital goods
 .













consumerism

 
/kənˈso͞oməˌrizəm/






noun



1.
 
the protection or promotion of the interests of consumers.




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 the preoccupation of society with the acquisition of consumer goods.













consumerist

 
/kənˈso͞omərəst /

 

‹often derogatory›






I.
 
adjective




characterized by a preoccupation with the acquisition of consumer goods




•
 
a nation in the midst of a consumerist frenzy.














II.
 
noun




a person who is preoccupied with the acquisition of consumer goods




•
 
self-indulgent consumerists.














III.
 
derivatives





consumeristic






adjective






















consumer price index

 
/kənˈs(y)o͞omər prīs ˈinˌdeks /

 
CPI






noun




an index of the variation in prices paid by typical consumers for retail goods and other items.













consumer research

 
/kənˈs(y)o͞omər rəˈsərCH rēˈsərCH ˈrēˌsərCH/






noun




the investigation of the needs and opinions of consumers, especially with regard to a particular product or service.













consumer society

 
/kənˈs(y)o͞omər səˈsīədē/






noun






‹often derogatory›

 a society in which the buying and selling of goods and services is the most important social and economic activity.













consumer sovereignty






noun






[Economics]

 the situation in an economy where the desires and needs of consumers control the output of producers.













consuming

 
/kənˈso͞omiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a feeling) completely filling one's mind and attention; absorbing




•
 
a consuming passion.














II.
 
derivatives





consumingly






adverb






















consummate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkänsəˌmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a marriage or relationship) complete by having sexual intercourse




•
 
his first wife refused to consummate their marriage.










2.
 
complete (a transaction or attempt); make perfect




•
 
his scheme of colonization was consummated through bloodshed.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkänsəmət /



1.
 
showing a high degree of skill and flair; complete or perfect




•
 
she dressed with consummate elegance.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
consummately

 
/ˈkänsəmətlē /






adverb













2.
 
consummator

 
/ˈkänsəˌmātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘completed, accomplished’): from Latin 
consummat-

 ‘brought to completion,’ from the verb 
consummare

 , from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
summa

 ‘sum total,’ feminine of 
summus

 ‘highest, supreme.’





consummation

 
/ˌkänsəˈmāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point at which something is complete or finalized




•
 


the consummation of

 a sale.










2.
 
the action of making a marriage or relationship complete by having sexual intercourse




•
 
the eager consummation that follows a long and passionate seduction.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
consummatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
consummare

 (see consummate
 ).





consumption

 
/kənˈsəm(p)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the using up of a resource




•
 
industrialized countries should reduce their energy consumption.










2.
 
the eating, drinking, or ingesting of something




•
 
liquor is sold for consumption off the premises.










3.
 
an amount of something that is used up or ingested




•
 
a daily consumption of 15 cigarettes.










4.
 
the purchase and use of goods and services by the public




•
 
an article for mass consumption.










5.
 
the reception of information or entertainment, especially by a mass audience




•
 
his confidential speech was not meant for public consumption.










6.
 


‹dated›

 a wasting disease, especially pulmonary tuberculosis.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
consumptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
consumere

 (see consume
 ).





consumptive

 
/kənˈsəm(p)tiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 affected with a wasting disease, especially pulmonary tuberculosis




•
 
from birth he was sickly and consumptive.










2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 of or relating to the using up of resources




•
 
tourism represents an insidious form of consumptive activity.














II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a person with a wasting disease, especially pulmonary tuberculosis.








III.
 
derivatives





consumptively

 
/kənˈsəm(p)tivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
consumptivus

 , from Latin 
consumpt-

 ‘consumed,’ from the verb 
consumere

 (see consume
 ).





cont.






abbreviation



1.
 
contents.




2.
 
continued.













contact





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌtakt /



1.
 
the state or condition of physical touching




•
 
the tennis ball is 
in contact with

 the court surface for as little as 5 milliseconds.










2.
 
the state or condition of communicating or meeting




•
 
Lewis and Clark 
came into contact with

 numerous river tribes




•
 
he had 
lost contact with

 his friends.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — activated by or operating through physical touch




•
 
contact dermatitis.










4.
 
a connection for the passage of an electric current from one thing to another, or a part or device by which such a connection is made




•
 
a one-way electrical contact between a metal and a semiconductor.










5.
 
(
contacts

 )
 — contact lenses.




6.
 
a meeting, communication, or relationship with someone




•
 
they have forged contacts with key people in business.










7.
 
a person who may be communicated with for information or assistance, especially with regard to one's job




•
 
Francie had good contacts.










8.
 
a person who has associated with a patient with a contagious disease (and so may carry the infection).








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkänˌtakt kənˈtakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
communicate with (someone), typically in order to give or receive specific information.








III.
 
derivatives





contactable

 
/ˈkäntaktəbəl /ˈkänˌtaktəbəl, kənˈtaktəbəl/ /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
contactus

 , from 
contact-

 ‘touched, grasped, bordered on,’ from the verb 
contingere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





contact center






noun




an integrated and usually automated communications system that coordinates all telephone and electronic contacts between an organization and the public.













contactee

 
/ˌkänˌtakˈtē, kən-/






noun




a person who claims to have been contacted by alien beings, especially through an abduction.













contact flight

 
contact flying






noun




navigation of an aircraft by the observation of landmarks.














contact lens

 
/ˈkäntak(t) ˌlenz/






noun




a thin plastic lens placed directly on the surface of the eye to correct visual defects.













contactless

 
/ˈkänˌtaktləs/






adjective




denoting a smart card that uses radio signals to provide a wireless connection to a card reader, so that no physical contact is necessary.














contact metamorphism






noun






[Geology]

 metamorphism due to contact with or proximity to an igneous intrusion.













contactor

 
/ˈkäntaktər kənˈtaktər/






noun




a device for making and breaking an electric circuit.













contact person






noun




a person who provides a link for information or representation between two parties.













contact print

 
/ˈkäntakt print/





I.
 
noun




a photographic print made by placing a negative directly onto sensitized paper, glass, or film and illuminating it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a contact print from (a negative).













contact process






noun




the major industrial process used to make sulfuric acid, by oxidizing sulfur dioxide in the presence of a solid catalyst and absorbing the resulting sulfur trioxide in water.













contact sheet






noun




a piece of photographic paper onto which several or all of the negatives on a roll of film have been contact printed.













contact sport

 
/ˈkäntakt spôrt/






noun




a sport in which the participants necessarily come into bodily contact with one another.













contadina

 
/ˌkän(t)əˈdēnə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian peasant girl or peasant woman.











– origin

 Italian.





contadino

 
/ˌkän(t)əˈdēnō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian peasant or rustic.











– origin

 Italian, from 
contado

 , denoting the peasant population around a city.





Contagem

 
/ˌkōn(t)əˈZHām/






a city in Minas Gerais state in southeastern Brazil, west of Belo Horizonte; pop. 608,700 (est. 2007).










contagion

 
/kənˈtājən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the communication of disease from one person to another by close contact




•
 
the rooms held no risk of contagion.










2.
 
a disease spread by the close contact of one person to another.




3.
 
the spreading of a harmful idea or practice




•
 
the contagion of disgrace.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a contagious disease): from Latin 
contagio(n-)

 , from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + the base of 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





contagious

 
/kənˈtājəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease) spread from one person or organism to another by direct or indirect contact




•
 
a contagious infection.










2.
 
(of a person or animal) likely to transmit a disease by contact with other people or animals.




3.
 
(of an emotion, feeling, or attitude) likely to spread to and affect others




•
 
her enthusiasm is contagious.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contagiously

 
/kənˈtājəslē /






adverb













2.
 
contagiousness

 
/kənˈtājəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
contagiosus

 , from 
contagio

 (see contagion
 ). / 
usage:

 Strictly, a 
contagious

 disease is one transmitted by physical contact, whereas an 
infectious

 one is transmitted via microorganisms in the air or water. In practice, there is little or no difference in meaning between 
contagious

 and 
infectious

 when applied to disease or its spread. In figurative senses, 
contagious

 may describe the spread of good things such as laughter and enthusiasm or bad ones such as violence or panic, whereas 
infectious

 usually refers to the spread of positive things, such as good humor or optimism.





contagium

 
/kənˈtājəm, -jēəm/






noun




a substance or agent, such as a virus, by which a contagious disease is transmitted.














contain

 
/kənˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or hold (someone or something) within




•
 
coffee cans that once contained a full pound of coffee.










2.
 
be made up of (a number of things); consist of




•
 
borscht can contain mainly beets or a number of vegetables.










3.
 
(of a number) be divisible by (a factor) without a remainder.




4.
 
control or restrain (oneself or a feeling)




•
 
she was scarcely able to contain herself as she waited to spill the beans.










5.
 
prevent (a severe problem) from increasing in extent or intensity




•
 
a reassuring statement on efforts to contain the disaster.














II.
 
derivatives





containable

 
/kənˈtānəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
contenir

 , from Latin 
continere

 , from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’





container

 
/kənˈtānər/






noun



1.
 
an object that can be used to hold or transport something




•
 
a microwaveable glass container.










2.
 
a large metal box of a standard design and size used for the transportation of goods by road, rail, sea, or air




•
 
a container ship.



















containerize

 
/kənˈtānəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
containerized

 )


1.
 
pack into or transport by container




•
 
containerized cargo.














II.
 
derivatives





containerization

 
/kənˌtān(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n kənˌtānəˌrīˈzāSH(ə))n /






noun





















container port

 
/kənˈtānər pôrt/






noun




a port that specializes in handling goods transported in containers.













container ship

 
/kənˈtānər SHip/






noun




a ship that is designed to carry goods stowed in containers.













containment

 
/kənˈtānmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of keeping something harmful under control or within limits




•
 
the containment of the AIDS epidemic.










2.
 
the action or policy of preventing the expansion of a hostile country or influence




•
 
a policy of containment.



















contaminant

 
/kənˈtamənənt/






noun




a polluting or poisonous substance that makes something impure




•
 
people were exposed to airborne contaminants.



















contaminate

 
/kənˈtaməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) impure by exposure to or addition of a poisonous or polluting substance




•
 
the site was found to be contaminated by radioactivity




•
 


‹figurative›

 celebrity has contaminated every aspect of public life




•
 (as 
adj.

 
contaminated

 )
 
contaminated blood products.














II.
 
derivatives





contaminator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
contaminat-

 ‘made impure,’ from the verb 
contaminare

 , from 
contamen

 ‘contact, pollution,’ from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + the base of 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





contamination

 
/kənˌtaməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or state of making or being made impure by polluting or poisoning




•
 
the risk of contamination by dangerous bacteria




•
 


‹figurative›

 the contamination of his morals.



















conte

 
/kônt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short story as a form of literary composition.




2.
 
a medieval narrative tale.











– origin

 French, based on Latin 
computare

 ‘reckon, sum up.’





conté

 
/kônˈtā /

 


‹trademark›

 Conté





I.
 
noun




a kind of hard, grease-free crayon used as a medium for artwork




•
 
powerful drawings in rough red conté.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Nicolas J. 
Conté

 (1755–1805), the French inventor who developed it.






contemn

 
/kənˈtem/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 treat or regard with contempt.








II.
 
derivatives





contemner

 
/kənˈtemnər kənˈtemər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
contemnere

 , from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
temnere

 ‘despise.’






contemplate

 
/ˈkän(t)əmˌplāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look thoughtfully for a long time at




•
 
he sat on the carpet contemplating his image in the mirrors.










2.
 
think about




•
 
the results of a trade war are too horrifying to contemplate.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — think profoundly and at length; meditate




•
 
he sat morosely contemplating.










4.
 
have in mind as a probable though not certain intention




•
 
she was contemplating a gold mining venture.














II.
 
derivatives





contemplator

 
/ˈkän(t)əmˌplādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
contemplat-

 ‘surveyed, observed, contemplated,’ from the verb 
contemplari

 , based on 
templum

 ‘place for observation.’





contemplation

 
/ˌkän(t)əmˈplāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of looking thoughtfully at something for a long time




•
 
the road is too busy for leisurely contemplation of the scenery.










2.
 
deep reflective thought




•
 
he would retire to his room for study or contemplation.










3.
 
the state of being thought about or planned.




4.
 
religious meditation.




5.
 
(in Christian spirituality) a form of prayer or meditation in which a person seeks to pass beyond mental images and concepts to a direct experience of the divine.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
contemplatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
contemplari

 (see contemplate
 ).





contemplative

 
/kənˈtemplədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressing or involving prolonged thought




•
 
she regarded me with a contemplative eye.










2.
 
involving or given to deep silent prayer or religious meditation




•
 
contemplative knowledge of God.














II.
 
noun




a person whose life is devoted primarily to prayer, especially in a monastery or convent.








III.
 
derivatives





contemplatively

 
/kənˈtemplədivlē /






adverb





















contemporaneous

 
/kənˌtempəˈrānēəs/





I.
 
adjective




existing or occurring in the same period of time




•
 
Pythagoras was 
contemporaneous with

 Buddha.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contemporaneity

 
/kənˌtemp(ə)rəˈnēədē kənˌtemp(ə)rəˈnāədē /






noun













2.
 
contemporaneously

 
/kənˌtempəˈrānēəslē /






adverb













3.
 
contemporaneousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
temporaneus

 (from 
tempus

 , 
tempor-

 ‘time’) + -ous
 .





contemporary

 
/kənˈtempəˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
living or occurring at the same time




•
 
the event was recorded by a contemporary historian.










2.
 
dating from the same time




•
 
this series of paintings is 
contemporary with

 other works in an early style.










3.
 
belonging to or occurring in the present




•
 
the tension and complexities of our contemporary society.










4.
 
following modern ideas or fashion in style or design




•
 
contemporary art.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing living or existing at the same time as another




•
 
he was a contemporary of Darwin.










2.
 
a person of roughly the same age as another




•
 
my contemporaries at school.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contemporarily

 
/kənˌtempəˈre(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
contemporariness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
contemporarius

 , from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
tempus

 , 
tempor-

 ‘time’ (on the pattern of Latin 
contemporaneus

 and late Latin 
contemporalis

 ).





contempt

 
/kənˈtem(p)t/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling that a person or a thing is beneath consideration, worthless, or deserving scorn




•
 
he showed his contempt for his job by doing it very badly.










2.
 
disregard for something that should be taken into account




•
 
this action displays an arrogant 
contempt for

 the wishes of the majority.










3.
 
(also 
contempt of court

 )
 — the offense of being disobedient to or disrespectful of a court of law and its officers.




4.
 
the offense of being similarly disobedient to or disrespectful of the lawful operation of a legislative body (e.g., its investigations).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beneath contempt






utterly worthless or despicable.









2.
 
hold someone in contempt






judge someone to have committed the offense of contempt of court.









3.
 
hold someone/something in contempt






consider someone or something to be unworthy of respect or attention




•
 
the speed limit is held in contempt by many drivers.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
contemptus

 , from 
contemnere

 (see contemn
 ).





contemptible

 
/kənˈtem(p)təb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




deserving contempt; despicable




•
 
a display of contemptible cowardice.














II.
 
derivatives





contemptibly

 
/kənˈtem(p)təblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
contemptibilis

 , from Latin 
contemnere

 (see contemn
 ).





contemptuous

 
/kənˈtempCHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing contempt; scornful




•
 
she was intolerant and 
contemptuous of

 the majority of the human race.














II.
 
derivatives





contemptuousness

 
/kənˈtem(p)CHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘despising law and order’): from medieval Latin 
contemptuosus

 , from Latin 
contemptus

 ‘contempt,’ from 
contemnere

 (see contemn
 ).





contemptuously

 
/kənˈtemptyo͝oəslē/






adverb




in a scornful way that shows disdain




•
 
he contemptuously dismisses his son's work.




















contend

 
/kənˈtend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
contend with/against

 )
 — struggle to surmount (a difficulty or danger)




•
 
she had to contend with his uncertain temper.










2.
 
(
contend for

 )
 — engage in a competition or campaign in order to win or achieve (something)




•
 
the local team should contend for a division championship




•
 (as 
adj.

 
contending

 )
 
disputes continued between the contending parties.










3.
 
assert something as a position in an argument




•
 
he contends that the judge was wrong.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘compete for (something)’): from Old French 
contendre

 or Latin 
contendere

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch, strive.’





contender

 
/kənˈtendər/






noun




a person or group competing with others to achieve something




•
 
a presidential contender




•
 
the major contenders for the championship.




















content1


 
/kənˈtent/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a state of peaceful happiness




•
 
he seemed more content, less bitter.










2.
 
satisfied with a certain level of achievement, good fortune, etc., and not wishing for more




•
 
he had to be 
content with

 third place




•
 
the duke was content to act as Regent.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
satisfy (someone)




•
 
nothing would content her.










2.
 
(
content oneself with

 )
 — accept as adequate despite wanting more or better




•
 
we contented ourselves with a few small purchases.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of satisfaction




•
 
the greater part of the century was a time of content.










2.
 
a member of the British House of Lords who votes for a particular motion.








IV.
 
phrases





to one's heart's content






to the full extent of one's desires




•
 
the children could run and play to their heart's content.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
contentus

 ‘satisfied,’ past participle of 
continere

 (see contain
 ).





content2


 
/ˈkäntent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
contents

 )
 — the things that are held or included in something




•
 
he unscrewed the top of the flask and drank the contents




•
 
he picked up the correspondence and scanned the contents.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the amount of a particular constituent occurring in a substance




•
 
milk with a low-fat content.










3.
 
(
contents

 or 
table of contents

 )
 — a list of the titles of chapters or sections contained in a book or periodical




•
 
the contents page.










4.
 
information made available by a website or other electronic medium




•
 
online content providers.










5.
 
the substance or material dealt with in a speech, literary work, etc., as distinct from its form or style




•
 
the outward form and precise content of the messages.














II.
 
derivatives





contentless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
contentum

 (plural 
contenta

 ‘things contained’), neuter past part. of 
continere

 (see contain
 ).





contented

 
/kənˈten(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happy and at ease




•
 
I felt warm and contented.










2.
 
willing to accept something; satisfied




•
 
I was never 
contented with

 half measures.














II.
 
derivatives





contentedness

 
/kənˈten(t)ədnəs /






noun





















contentedly

 
/kənˈten(t)idlē/






adverb




in a way that expresses happiness or satisfaction




•
 
he sighed contentedly.



















content farm






noun




a website that contains very large quantities of content, typically of low quality or aggregated from other sites, generated solely to ensure that it appears high on the list of results returned by a search engine.




•
 
content farms dispense altogether with professional storytelling, in favor of search-engine-optimized information packaging.



















contention

 
/kənˈten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
heated disagreement




•
 
the captured territory was one of the main areas of contention between the two countries.










2.
 
an assertion, especially one maintained in argument




•
 
statistics bear out his contention that many runners are undertrained for this event.














II.
 
phrases





in contention






having a good chance of success in a contest




•
 
he was 
in contention for

 the batting title in September.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
contentio(n-)

 , from 
contendere

 ‘strive with’ (see contend
 ).





contentious

 
/kənˈten(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or likely to cause an argument; controversial




•
 
a contentious issue.










2.
 
involving heated argument




•
 
the socioeconomic plan had been the subject of contentious debate.










3.
 
(of a person) given to arguing or provoking argument




•
 
a contentious amateur politician who has offended minority groups.










4.
 


[Law]

 relating to or involving differences between contending parties.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contentiously

 
/kənˈten(t)SHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
contentiousness

 
/kənˈten(t)SHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contentieux

 , from Latin 
contentiosus

 , from 
content-

 ‘striven,’ from the verb 
contendere

 .





content marketing






noun




a type of marketing that involves the creation and sharing of online material (such as videos, blogs, and social media posts) that does not explicitly promote a brand but is intended to stimulate interest in its products or services




•
 
social media is an integral part of content marketing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an effective content marketing strategy.



















contentment

 
/kənˈtentmənt/





I.
 
noun




a state of happiness and satisfaction




•
 
he found contentment in living a simple life in the country.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the payment of a claim): from French 
contentement

 , from Latin 
contentus

 (see content
 1
 ).





content provider






noun




a person or organization who supplies information for use on a website




•
 
the content provider for short law and practice news updates




•
 
he worked for an Internet content provider.




















conterminous

 
/känˈtərmənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharing a common boundary




•
 
the forty-eight conterminous United States.










2.
 
having the same area, context, or meaning




•
 
a genealogy conterminous with the history of the USA.














II.
 
derivatives





conterminously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
conterminus

 (from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
terminus

 ‘boundary’) + -ous
 . Compare with coterminous
 .





contessa

 
/kənˈtesə, kōn-/





I.
 
noun




an Italian countess.











– origin

 Italian, from late Latin 
comitissa

 (see countess
 ).






contest





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌtest /



1.
 
an event in which people compete for supremacy in a sport, activity, or particular quality




•
 
a gigantic air rifle shooting contest




•
 
a beauty contest.










2.
 
a competition for a political position




•
 
the presidential contest.










3.
 
a dispute or conflict




•
 
a contest between traditional and liberal views.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈtest ˈkänˌtest /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in competition to attain (a position of power)




•
 
she declared her intention to contest the presidency.










2.
 
take part in (a competition or election)




•
 
a coalition was formed to contest the presidential elections.










3.
 
oppose (an action, decision, or theory) as mistaken or wrong




•
 
the former chairman contests his dismissal.










4.
 
engage in dispute about




•
 
the issues have been hotly contested.














III.
 
phrases





no contest





a.
 


(chiefly US)

 another term for nolo contendere
 :




•
 
he pleaded no contest to two misdemeanor counts.










b.
 
a competition, comparison, or choice of which the outcome is a foregone conclusion




•
 
when the two teams faced each other it was no contest.










c.
 
a decision by the referee to declare a boxing match invalid on the grounds that one or both of the boxers are not making serious efforts.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contestable

 
/kənˈtestəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
contester

 
/kənˈtestər, ˈkänˌtes- /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘swear to, attest’): from Latin 
contestari

 ‘call upon to witness, initiate an action (by calling witnesses),’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
testare

 ‘to witness.’ The senses ‘wrangle, strive, struggle for’ arose in the early 17th cent., whence the current noun and verb senses.





contestant

 
/kənˈtestənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes part in a contest or competition.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, present participle of 
contester

 , from Latin 
contestari

 ‘call upon to witness’ (see contest
 ).





contestation

 
/ˌkäntəˈstāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the action or process of disputing or arguing.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘solemn appeal or protest’): from Latin 
contestatio(n-)

 , from 
contestari

 ‘call upon to witness’ (see contest
 ); reinforced by French 
contestation

 .





context

 
/ˈkäntekst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, and in terms of which it can be fully understood and assessed




•
 
the decision was taken within the context of planned cuts in spending.










2.
 
the parts of something written or spoken that immediately precede and follow a word or passage and clarify its meaning




•
 
word processing is affected by the context in which words appear.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in context






considered together with the surrounding words or circumstances




•
 
it is difficult now to view these masterpieces in context.















2.
 
out of context






without the surrounding words or circumstances and so not fully understandable




•
 
comments that aides have long insisted were taken out of context.


















III.
 
derivatives





contextless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the construction of a text): from Latin 
contextus

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
texere

 ‘to weave.’





contextual

 
/kənˈteksCHo͝oəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
depending on or relating to the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea




•
 
he included contextual information in footnotes.










2.
 
depending on the preceding or following parts of a text to clarify meaning




•
 
they have limited practice in working out the meaning of unfamiliar material from contextual clues.














II.
 
derivatives





contextually

 
/kənˈteksCHo͝oəl /






adverb





















contextualism

 
/kənˈteksCHo͞oəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a doctrine that emphasizes the importance of the context of inquiry in a particular question.








II.
 
derivatives





contextualist






noun





















contextualize

 
/kənˈteks(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or study in context




•
 
the book contextualizes Melville's short fiction and poetry.














II.
 
derivatives





contextualization

 
/kənˌteksCHo͞oələˈzāSHən /






noun





















contexture

 
/kənˈteksˌ(t)SHər/






noun



1.
 
the fact or manner of being woven or linked together to form a connected whole.




2.
 
a mass of things interwoven together; a fabric.




3.
 
the putting together of words and sentences in connected composition; the construction of a text.




4.
 
a connected literary structure; a continuous text.













contiguity

 
/ˌkän(t)əˈɡyo͞oədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of bordering or being in direct contact with something




•
 
nations bound together by geographical contiguity.










2.
 


[Psychology]

 the sequential occurrence or proximity of stimulus and response, causing their association in the mind.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
contiguitas

 , from Latin 
contiguus

 ‘touching’ (see contiguous
 ).






contiguous

 
/kənˈtiɡyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharing a common border; touching




•
 
the 48 contiguous states.










2.
 
next or together in sequence




•
 
five hundred contiguous dictionary entries.














II.
 
derivatives





contiguously






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
contiguus

 ‘touching,’ from the verb 
contingere

 ‘be in contact, befall’ (see contingent
 ) + -ous
 .





continent1


 
/ˈkänt(ə)nənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the world's main continuous expanses of land (Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America).




2.
 
(also 
the Continent

 )
 — the mainland of Europe as distinct from the British Isles.




3.
 
a mainland contrasted with islands




•
 
the maritime zone is richer in varieties of plant than the continent.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a continuous tract of land): from Latin 
terra continens

 ‘continuous land.’






continent2


 
/ˈkänt(ə)nənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to control movements of the bowels and bladder.




2.
 
exercising self-restraint, especially sexually.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
continence

 
/ˈkänt(ə)nəns /






noun













2.
 
continently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘characterized by self-restraint’): from Latin 
continent-

 ‘holding together, restraining oneself,’ from 
continere

 (see contain
 ).





continental

 
/ˌkäntəˈnent(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming or belonging to a continent




•
 
continental Antarctica.










2.
 
coming from or characteristic of mainland Europe




•
 
traditional continental cuisine.










3.
 
(also 
Continental

 )
 — pertaining to the 13 original colonies of the US




•
 
in 1783 the officers and men of the Continental forces had little to celebrate.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of mainland Europe.




2.
 
(
Continental

 )
 — a member of the colonial army in the American Revolution




•
 
22 Continentals were killed and scalped.










3.
 
(also 
Continental

 )
 — a piece of paper currency used at the time of the American Revolution




•
 
the redemption of Continentals by the government.














III.
 
derivatives





continentally






adverb





















Continental Army






the army raised by the Continental Congress of 1775, with George Washington as commander.









continental breakfast

 
/ˌkän(t)əˈnen(t)l ˈbrekfəst/






noun




a light breakfast, typically consisting of coffee and rolls with butter and jam.













continental climate






noun




a relatively dry climate with very hot summers and very cold winters, characteristic of the central parts of Asia and North America.













Continental Congress






each of the three congresses held by the American colonies (in 1774, 1775, and 1776, respectively) in revolt against British rule. The second Congress, convened in the wake of the battles at Lexington and Concord, created a Continental Army, which fought and eventually won the American Revolution.









continental crust






noun






[Geology]

 the relatively thick part of the earth's crust that forms the large landmasses. It is generally older and more complex than the oceanic crust.














Continental Divide

 
/ˌkän(t)əˌnen(t)l dəˈvīd/






the main series of mountain ridges in North America, chiefly the crests of the Rocky Mountains that form a watershed that separates the rivers flowing east into the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico from those flowing west into the Pacific Ocean.









continental drift

 
/ˌkän(t)əˈnen(t)l drift/






noun




the gradual movement of the continents across the earth's surface through geological time.

The theory of continental drift, proposed in 1912, suggested that continents and continental crust drifted over denser oceanic crust. The mechanisms by which the original theory explained the drift, however, could not be substantiated and were proven wrong. The theory of continental drift has been replaced by the theory of plate tectonics. It is believed that a single supercontinent called Pangaea broke up to form Gondwana and Laurasia, which further split to form the present-day continents. South America and Africa, for example, are moving apart at a rate of a few centimeters per year. See plate tectonics
 .













continental shelf

 
/ˌkän(t)əˈnen(t)l SHelf/






noun




the area of seabed around a large landmass where the sea is relatively shallow compared with the open ocean. The continental shelf is geologically part of the continental crust.













continental slope






noun




the slope between the outer edge of the continental shelf and the deep ocean floor.













contingence

 
/kənˈtinjəns/






noun



1.
 
touching; contact.




2.
 
connection; affinity.













contingency

 
/kənˈtinjənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a future event or circumstance that is possible but cannot be predicted with certainty




•
 
a detailed contract that attempts to provide for all possible contingencies.










2.
 
a provision for an unforeseen event or circumstance




•
 
a contingency reserve.










3.
 
an incidental expense




•
 
allow an extra fifteen percent in the budget for contingencies.










4.
 
the absence of certainty in events




•
 
the island's public affairs can be invaded by contingency.










5.
 


[Philosophy]

 the absence of necessity; the fact of being so without having to be so.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the philosophical sense): from late Latin 
contingentia

 (in its medieval Latin sense ‘circumstance’), from 
contingere

 ‘befall’ (see contingent
 ).





contingency fee






noun




a sum of money that a lawyer receives as a fee only if the case is won.













contingency fund

 
/kənˈtinjənsē fənd/






noun




a reserve of money set aside to cover possible unforeseen future expenses.













contingency plan

 
/kənˈtinjənsē plan/






noun




a plan designed to take a possible future event or circumstance into account




•
 
contingency plans for dealing with oil spills.



















contingency table






noun






[Statistics]

 a table showing the distribution of one variable in rows and another in columns, used to study the association between the two variables.














contingent

 
/kənˈtinjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
subject to chance




•
 
the contingent nature of the job.










2.
 
(of losses, liabilities, etc.) that can be anticipated to arise if a particular event occurs




•
 
businesses need to be aware of their liabilities, both actual and contingent.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 true by virtue of the way things in fact are and not by logical necessity




•
 
that men are living creatures is a contingent fact.










4.
 
(
contingent on/upon

 )
 — occurring or existing only if (certain other circumstances) are the case; dependent on




•
 
resolution of the conflict was contingent on the signing of a ceasefire agreement.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people united by some common feature, forming part of a larger group




•
 
a contingent of Japanese businessmen attending a conference.










2.
 
a body of troops or police sent to join a larger force in an operation




•
 
a contingent of 2,000 marines.














III.
 
derivatives





contingently

 
/kənˈtinj(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘of uncertain occurrence’): from Latin 
contingere

 ‘befall,’ from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’ The noun sense was originally ‘something happening by chance,’ then ‘a person's share resulting from a division, a quota’; the current sense dates from the early 18th cent.





continual

 
/kənˈtiny(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
frequently recurring; always happening




•
 
his plane went down after continual attacks.










2.
 
having no interruptions




•
 
some patients need continual safeguarding.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
continuel

 , from 
continuer

 ‘continue,’ from Latin 
continuare

 , from 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ). / 
usage:

 For an explanation of the difference between 
continual

 and 
continuous

 , see usage at continuous
 .





continually

 
/kənˈtinyo͞oəlē/






adverb



1.
 
repeated frequently in the same way; regularly




•
 
this information is continually updated.










2.
 
without interruption; constantly




•
 
I was continually moving around.



















continuance

 
/kənˈtinyo͞oəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the state of remaining in existence or operation




•
 
his interests encouraged him to favor the continuance of war.










2.
 
the time for which a situation or action lasts




•
 
the trademarks shall be used only during the continuance of this agreement.










3.
 
the state of remaining in a particular position or condition




•
 
the king's ministers depended on his favor for their continuance in office.










4.
 


[Law]

 a postponement or adjournment




•
 
if this man's testimony is important, I will grant a continuance.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
continuer

 ‘continue,’ from Latin 
continuare

 , from 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ).





continuant

 
/kənˈtinyo͞oənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 a consonant that is sounded with the vocal tract only partly closed, allowing the breath to pass through and the sound to be prolonged (as with 
f

 , 
l

 , 
m

 , 
n

 , 
r

 , 
s

 , 
v

 ).




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Psychology]

 a thing that retains its identity even though its states and relations may change.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a continuant.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective in the general sense ‘continuing’): from French, from 
continuer

 , reinforced by Latin 
continuant-

 ‘continuing,’ from the verb 
continuare

 , from 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ). Current senses date from the 19th cent.





continuation

 
/kənˌtinyo͞oˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the action of carrying something on over a period of time or the process of being carried on




•
 
the continuation of discussions about a permanent peace.










2.
 
the state of remaining in a particular position or condition




•
 
the administration's continuation in office.










3.
 
a part that is attached to and an extension of something else




•
 
once a separate village, it is now a continuation of the suburbs.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
continuatio(n-)

 , from 
continuare

 ‘continue,’ from 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ).





continuative

 
/kənˈtinyo͝oədiv /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
adjective




(of a word or phrase) having the function of moving a discourse or conversation forward.








II.
 
noun




a word or phrase that moves a conversation forward (e.g., 
yes

 , 
well

 , 
as I was saying

 ).











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting something that brings about continuity): from late Latin 
continuativus

 , from 
continuat-

 ‘continued,’ from the verb 
continuare

 (see continue
 ).





continuator

 
/kənˈtinyəˌwādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that continues something or maintains continuity.




2.
 
a person who writes a continuation of another's work.














continue

 
/kənˈtinyo͞o/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — persist in an activity or process




•
 
he was unable to continue with his job




•
 
prices continued to fall during April.










2.
 
remain in existence or operation




•
 
discussions continued throughout the year.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — carry on with (something that one has begun)




•
 
I continued my stroll




•
 (as 
adj.

 
continued

 )
 
he asked for their continued support.










4.
 
remain in a specified position or state




•
 
they have indicated their willingness to continue in office




•
 
the weather continued warm and pleasant.










5.
 
carry on traveling in the same direction




•
 
he hummed to himself as they continued northward.










6.
 
(of a road, river, etc.) extend farther in the same direction




•
 
the main path continued through a tunnel.










7.
 
recommence or resume after interruption


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we continue the story from the point reached in Chapter 1




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the trial continues tomorrow.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — carry on speaking after a pause or interruption




•
 
I told him he was obstructing the inquiry and he let me continue.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 postpone or adjourn (a legal proceeding)




•
 
the case was continued without a finding until August 2.














II.
 
derivatives





continuer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
continuer

 , from Latin 
continuare

 , from 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ).





continued fraction






noun






[Mathematics]

 a fraction of infinite length whose denominator is a quantity plus a fraction, which latter fraction has a similar denominator, and so on.













continuing education

 
/kənˈtinyo͞oiNG ˌejəˈkāSHən/






noun




education provided for adults after they have left the formal education system, consisting typically of short or part-time courses.













continuity

 
/ˌkäntəˈn(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the unbroken and consistent existence or operation of something over a period of time




•
 
pension rights accruing through continuity of employment.










2.
 
a state of stability and the absence of disruption




•
 
they have provided the country with a measure of continuity.










3.
 
(often 
continuity between/with

 )
 — a connection or line of development with no sharp breaks




•
 
they used the same style of masonry to provide continuity between new and old.










4.
 
the maintenance of continuous action and self-consistent detail in the various scenes of a movie or broadcast


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a continuity error.










5.
 
the linking of broadcast items, especially by a spoken commentary.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
continuite

 , from Latin 
continuitas

 , from 
continuare

 ‘continue,’ from 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ).






continuo

 
/kənˈtinyəˌwō /

 
basso continuo





I.
 
noun




(in baroque music) an accompanying part that includes a bass line and harmonies, typically played on a keyboard instrument and with other instruments such as cello or bass viol.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian 
basso continuo

 ‘continuous bass.’






continuous

 
/kənˈtinyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming an unbroken whole; without interruption




•
 
the whole performance is enacted in one continuous movement.










2.
 
forming a series with no exceptions or reversals




•
 
there are continuous advances in design and production.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a function) of which the graph is a smooth unbroken curve, i.e., one such that as the value of 
x

 approaches any given value 
a

 , the value of 
f(x)

 approaches that of 
f(a)

 as a limit.




4.
 


[Grammar]

 another term for progressive
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective).








II.
 
derivatives





continuousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
continuus

 ‘uninterrupted,’ from 
continere

 ‘hang together’ (from 
con-

 ‘together with’ + 
tenere

 ‘hold’) + -ous
 . / 
usage:

 There is some overlap in meaning between 
continuous

 and 
continual

 , but the two words are not wholly synonymous. Both can mean roughly ‘without interruption’ (a long and 
continual

 war; five years of 
continuous

 warfare), but 
continuous

 is much more prominent in this sense and, unlike 
continual

 , can be used to refer to space as well as time, as in the development forms a 
continuous

 line along the coast. 
Continual

 , on the other hand, typically means ‘happening frequently, with intervals between,’ as in the bus service has been disrupted by 
continual

 breakdowns. Overall, 
continuous

 occurs much more frequently than 
continual

 (almost five times more often in the Oxford English Corpus).





continuous creation






noun




the creation of matter as a continuing process throughout time, especially as postulated in steady state theories of the universe.













continuously

 
/kənˈtinyo͝oəslē/






adverb



1.
 
without interruption or gaps




•
 
these images loop continuously.










2.
 
repeatedly without exceptions or reversals




•
 
their performance has continuously improved.



















continuous spectrum






noun






[Physics]

 an emission spectrum that consists of a continuum of wavelengths.













continuous wave






noun




an electromagnetic wave, especially a radio wave, having a constant amplitude.













continuum

 
/kənˈtinyo͞oəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a continuous sequence in which adjacent elements are not perceptibly different from each other, although the extremes are quite distinct




•
 
at the fast end of the fast-slow continuum.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the set of real numbers.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ).





continuum hypothesis






noun






[Mathematics]

 the assertion that there is no transfinite cardinal between the cardinal of the set of positive integers and that of the set of real numbers.













contort

 
/kənˈtôrt/





I.
 
verb




twist or bend out of its normal shape


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a spasm of pain contorted his face




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her face contorted with anger




•
 (as 
adj.

 
contorted

 )
 
contorted limbs




•
 


‹figurative›

 a contorted version of the truth.














II.
 
derivatives





contortion

 
/kənˈtôrSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
contort-

 ‘twisted around, brandished,’ from the verb 
contorquere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
torquere

 ‘twist.’





contortionist

 
/kənˈtôrSHənəst/






noun




an entertainer who twists and bends their body into strange and unnatural positions.













contour

 
/ˈkänˌto͝or/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
contours

 )


1.
 
an outline, especially one representing or bounding the shape or form of something




•
 
she traced the contours of his face with her finger




•
 


‹figurative›

 the contours of American life.










2.
 
an outline of a natural feature such as a hill or valley




•
 
cliffs with grassy rounded contours.










3.
 
short for contour line
 .




4.
 
a line joining points on a diagram at which some property has the same value




•
 
the map shows contours of every 10-foot difference in elevation.










5.
 
a way in which something varies, especially the pitch of music or the pattern of tones in an utterance




•
 
the movement tends to place more emphasis on rhythm than melodic contour.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be contoured

 )
 — mold into a specific shape, typically one designed to fit into something else




•
 
the compartment has been contoured with smooth rounded corners




•
 (as 
adj.

 
contoured

 )
 
the contoured leather seats.










2.
 
mark (a map or diagram) with contour lines


(as 
adj.

 
contoured

 )


•
 
a huge contoured map.










3.
 
(of a road or railroad) follow the outline of (a topographical feature), especially along a contour line




•
 
the road contours the hillside.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
contorno

 , from 
contornare

 ‘draw in outline,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
tornare

 ‘to turn.’





contour feather






noun




any of the mainly small feathers that form the outline of an adult bird's plumage.














contour line

 
/ˈkänto͝o(ə)r līn/






noun




a line on a map joining points of equal height above or below sea level.













contour map

 
/ˈkänto͝o(ə)r map/






noun




a map marked with contour lines.













contour plowing






noun




plowing along the contours of the land in order to minimize soil erosion.













Contra

 
/ˈkäntrə/





I.
 
noun




a member of a guerrilla force in Nicaragua that opposed the left-wing Sandinista government 1979–90, and was supported by the US for much of that time. It was officially disbanded in 1990, after the Sandinistas' electoral defeat.











– origin

 abbreviation of Spanish 
contrarevolucionario

 ‘counterrevolutionary.’






contra-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
against; opposite; contrasting




•
 
contradict




•
 
contraflow




•
 
contralateral.










2.
 


[Music]

 (of instruments or organ stops) pitched an octave below




•
 
contralto




•
 
contrabass.

















– origin

 from Latin 
contra

 ‘against.’





contraband

 
/ˈkäntrəˌband/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
goods that have been imported or exported illegally




•
 
the police looked for drugs, guns, and other contraband.










2.
 
trade in smuggled goods




•
 
the government has declared a nationwide war on contraband.










3.
 
(also 
contraband of war

 )
 — goods forbidden to be supplied by neutrals to those engaged in war.




4.
 
(during the US Civil War) a black slave who escaped or was transported across Union lines.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
imported or exported illegally, either in defiance of a total ban or without payment of duty




•
 
contraband drug shipments.










2.
 
relating to traffic in illegal goods




•
 
the contraband market.














III.
 
derivatives





contrabandist

 
/ˈkäntrəˌbandəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
contrabanda

 , from Italian 
contrabando

 , from 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
bando

 ‘proclamation, ban.’





contrabass

 
/ˈkäntrəˌbās/





I.
 
noun




another term for double bass
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a musical instrument with a range an octave lower than the normal bass range




•
 
a contrabass clarinet.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
contrabasso

 , from 
contra-

 ‘pitched an octave below’ + 
basso

 (see bass
 1
 ).






contrabassoon

 
/ˌˈkäntrəbəˌso͞on/






noun




a bassoon that is larger and longer than the normal type and sounds an octave lower in pitch.













contraception

 
/ˌkäntrəˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the deliberate use of artificial methods or other techniques to prevent pregnancy as a consequence of sexual intercourse. The major forms of artificial contraception are barrier methods, of which the most common is the condom; the contraceptive pill, which contains synthetic sex hormones that prevent ovulation in the female; intrauterine devices, such as the coil, which prevent the fertilized ovum from implanting in the uterus; and male or female sterilization.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from contra-
 ‘against’ + a shortened form of conception
 .





contraceptive

 
/ˌkäntrəˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a method or device) serving to prevent pregnancy




•
 
the contraceptive pill.










2.
 
of or relating to contraception




•
 
a book popularizing contraceptive knowledge.














II.
 
noun




a device or drug serving to prevent pregnancy.














contract





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkäntrakt /



1.
 
a written or spoken agreement, especially one concerning employment, sales, or tenancy, that is intended to be enforceable by law




•
 
both parties must sign employment contracts




•
 
a network of doctors and hospitals 
under contract

 to provide services.










2.
 
the branch of law concerned with the making and observation of contracts.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an arrangement for someone to be killed by a hired assassin




•
 
smuggling bosses routinely put out contracts on witnesses.










4.
 


[Bridge]

 the declarer's undertaking to win the number of tricks bid with a stated suit as trump




•
 
South can 
make the contract

 with correct play.










5.
 


‹dated›

 a formal agreement to marry.








II.
 
verb



1.
 

/kənˈtrakt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 — decrease in size, number, or range




•
 
glass contracts as it cools.










2.
 
(of a muscle) become shorter or tighter in order to effect movement of part of the body




•
 
the heart is a muscle that contracts about seventy times a minute




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
then contract your lower abdominal muscles.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shorten (a word or phrase) by combination or elision




•
 
“quasistellar object” was soon contracted to “quasar.”










4.
 

/ˈkänˌtrakt kənˈtrakt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 — enter into a formal and legally binding agreement




•
 
the local authority will 
contract with

 a wide range of agencies to provide services.










5.
 
secure specified rights or undertake specified obligations in a formal and legally binding agreement




•
 
a buyer may 
contract for

 the right to withhold payment




•
 
the paper had contracted to publish extracts from the diaries.










6.
 
impose an obligation on (someone) to do something by means of a formal agreement




•
 
health authorities contract a hospital to treat a specific number of patients.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
contract something out

 )
 — arrange for work to be done by another organization




•
 
local authorities will have to contract out waste management.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — formally enter into (a marriage)




•
 
before Fanny met him, he had contracted a disastrous liaison and marriage.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — enter into (a friendship or other relationship)




•
 
the patterns of social relationships contracted by men and women differ.










10.
 

/kənˈtrakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 — catch or develop (a disease or infectious agent)




•
 
three people contracted a killer virus.










11.
 

/kənˈtrakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 — become liable to pay (a debt)




•
 
he contracted a debt of $3,300.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contractee

 
/ˌkänˌtrakˈtē /






noun













2.
 
contractive

 
/kənˈtraktiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
contractus

 , from 
contract-

 ‘drawn together, tightened,’ from the verb 
contrahere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
trahere

 ‘draw.’





contractable

 
/kənˈtraktəbəl/






adjective




(of a disease) able to be caught.













contract bridge

 
/ˈkänˌtrakt ˌbrij/






noun




the standard form of the card game bridge, in which only tricks bid and won count toward the game, as opposed to auction bridge.













contractible

 
/kənˈtraktəbəl/






adjective




able to be shrunk or capable of contracting.













contractile

 
/kənˈtraktīl/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 
[Physiology]

 capable of or producing contraction




•
 
the contractile activity of the human colon.














II.
 
derivatives





contractility

 
/ˌkäntrakˈtilədē /






noun





















contractile vacuole






noun






[Zoology]

 a vacuole in some protozoans that expels excess liquid on contraction.













contraction

 
/kənˈtrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of becoming smaller




•
 
the general contraction of the industry did further damage to morale.










2.
 
the process in which a muscle becomes or is made shorter and tighter




•
 
neurons control the contraction of muscles




•
 
repeat the exercise, holding each contraction for one second.










3.
 
(usu. 
contractions

 )
 — a shortening of the uterine muscles occurring at intervals before and during childbirth.




4.
 
a word or group of words resulting from shortening an original form




•
 
“goodbye” is a contraction of “God be with you.”










5.
 
the process of shortening a word by combination or elision.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
contractio(n-)

 , from 
contrahere

 ‘draw together’ (see contract
 ).





contractionary

 
/kənˈtrakSHəˌnerē/






adjective




causing or relating to the contraction of a country's economy




•
 
he imposed a contractionary fiscal policy in the form of a tax surcharge.




•
 
the contractionary effects of higher interest rates.



















contractor

 
/ˈkänˌtraktər ˌkənˈtraktər/






noun




a person or company that undertakes a contract to provide materials or labor to perform a service or do a job.













contractual

 
/kənˈtrak(t)SH(o͞o)əl/






adjective



1.
 
agreed in a contract




•
 
a contractual obligation.










2.
 
having similar characteristics to a contract




•
 
the contractual nature of the shareholder's rights.



















contractually

 
/kənˈtrak(t)SH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




in a way that is agreed in or enforced by a contract




•
 
he was contractually entitled to a year's severance pay.



















contracture

 
/kənˈtrak(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition of shortening and hardening of muscles, tendons, or other tissue, often leading to deformity and rigidity of joints.








II.
 
derivatives





contractural

 
/-CHərəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
contractura

 , from Latin 
contract-

 ‘drawn together,’ from the verb 
contrahere

 .






contradance

 
/ˈkäntrəˌdans/





I.
 
noun




a country dance in which the couples form lines facing each other.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of contredanse
 .






contradict

 
/ˌkäntrəˈdikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deny the truth of (a statement), especially by asserting the opposite




•
 
the survey appears to contradict the industry's claims




•
 
he did not contradict what he said last week.










2.
 
assert the opposite of a statement made by (someone)




•
 
he did not contradict her but just said nothing




•
 
within five minutes he had contradicted himself twice.










3.
 
be in conflict with




•
 
that evaporation seems to contradict one of the most fundamental principles of physics.














II.
 
derivatives





contradictor

 
/-ˈdiktər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
contradict-

 ‘spoken against,’ from the verb 
contradicere

 , originally 
contra dicere

 ‘speak against.’





contradiction

 
/ˌkäntrəˈdikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a combination of statements, ideas, or features of a situation that are opposed to one another




•
 
the proposed new system suffers from a set of internal contradictions.










2.
 
a person, thing, or situation in which inconsistent elements are present




•
 
the paradox of using force to overcome force is a real contradiction.










3.
 
the statement of a position opposite to one already made




•
 
the second sentence appears to be in flat contradiction of the first




•
 
the experiment provides a contradiction of the hypothesis.














II.
 
phrases





contradiction in terms






a statement or group of words associating objects or ideas that are incompatible




•
 
“true fiction” is a contradiction in terms.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
contradictio(n-)

 , from the verb 
contradicere

 (see contradict
 ).






contradictory

 
/ˌkäntrəˈdikt(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
mutually opposed or inconsistent




•
 
the two attitudes are contradictory.










2.
 
containing elements which are inconsistent or in conflict




•
 
the committee rejected the policy as too vague and internally contradictory.










3.
 


[Logic]

 (of two propositions) so related that one and only one must be true.

Compare with contrary
 .








II.
 
noun






[Logic]

 a contradictory proposition.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contradictorily

 
/ˌkäntrəˈdikt(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
contradictoriness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in logic denoting a proposition or principle that contradicts another): from late Latin 
contradictorius

 , from Latin 
contradict-

 ‘spoken against,’ from the verb 
contradicere

 (see contradict
 ).





contradistinction

 
/ˌkäntrədəˈstiNG(k)SH(ə)n/






noun




distinction made by contrasting the different qualities of two things




•
 
the bacterium is termed “rough” 
in contradistinction to

 its ordinary smooth form.



















contradistinguish

 
/ˌkäntrədəˈstiNGɡwiSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 distinguish between (two things) by contrasting them.














contrafactive

 
/ˌkäntrəˈfaktiv/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting a verb that assigns to its object (normally a clausal object) the status of not being true, e.g., 
pretend

 and 
wish

 .

Contrasted with factive
 , nonfactive
 .













contrafactual

 
/ˌkäntrəˈfak(t)SH(əw)əl/






adjective




another term for counterfactual
 .














contrail

 
/ˈkäntrāl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a trail of condensed water from an aircraft or rocket at high altitude, seen as a white streak against the sky.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of 
condensation trail

 .





contraindicate

 
/ˌkäntrəˈindəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be contraindicated

 )


1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a condition or circumstance) suggest or indicate that (a particular technique or drug) should not be used in the case in question.








II.
 
derivatives





contraindication

 
/ˌkäntrəˌindiˈkāSHən /






noun





















contralateral

 
/ˌkäntrəˈladərəl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the side of the body opposite to that on which a particular structure or condition occurs




•
 
the symptom develops in the hand 
contralateral to

 the lesion.




















contralto

 
/kənˈtraltō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lowest female singing voice




•
 
she sang in a high contralto.










2.
 
a singer with a contralto voice.




3.
 
a part written for a contralto.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, from 
contra-

 (in the sense ‘counter to’) + alto
 . Compare with countertenor
 .





contra mundum

 
/ˌkäntrə ˈmo͝ondəm, ˈməndəm/





I.
 
adverb




defying or opposing everyone else.











– origin

 Latin, ‘against the world.’





contraposition

 
/ˌkäntrəpəˈziSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Logic]

 conversion of a proposition from 
all A is B

 to 
all not-B is not-A

 .








II.
 
derivatives





contrapositive

 
/ˌkäntrəˈpäzədiv /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
contrapositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
contraponere

 , from 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
ponere

 ‘to place.’





contrapposto

 
/ˌkäntrəˈpästō/





I.
 
noun






[Sculpture]

 an asymmetrical arrangement of the human figure in which the line of the arms and shoulders contrasts with while balancing those of the hips and legs.











– origin

 Italian, past participle of 
contrapporre

 , from Latin 
contraponere

 ‘place against.’





contraption

 
/kənˈtrapSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a machine or device that appears strange or unnecessarily complicated, and often badly made or unsafe.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from contrive
 (on the pattern of pairs such as 
conceive

 , 
conception

 ), by association with trap
 1
 .





contrapuntal

 
/ˌkäntrəˈpən(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 of or in counterpoint.




2.
 


[Music]

 (of a piece of music) with two or more independent melodic lines.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contrapuntally






adverb













2.
 
contrapuntist

 
/ˌkäntrəˈpən(t)əst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
contrapunto

 (see counterpoint
 ) + -al
 .





contrarian

 
/kənˈtre(ə)rēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who opposes or rejects popular opinion, especially in stock exchange dealing.








II.
 
adjective




opposing or rejecting popular opinion; going against current practice




•
 
the comment came more from a contrarian disposition than moral conviction.














III.
 
derivatives





contrarianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















contrariety

 
/ˌkäntrəˈrīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
opposition or inconsistency between two or more things




•
 
questions that involved much contrariety of opinion.










2.
 


[Logic]

 contrary opposition.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contrariete

 , from late Latin 
contrarietas

 , from 
contrarius

 (see contrary
 ).





contrarious

 
/kənˈtrerēəs/






adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 perverse; refractory.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 opposed; unfavorable.













contrariwise

 
/kənˈtrerēˌwīz/






adverb



1.
 
in the opposite way or order.




2.
 
in contrast to something that has just been stated or mentioned




•
 
contrariwise, a registered person may vote, even if not entitled to be registered.




















contrary





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkäntrerē /



1.
 
opposite in nature, direction, or meaning




•
 
he ignored contrary advice and agreed on the deal.










2.
 
(of two or more statements, beliefs, etc.) opposed to one another




•
 
his mother had given him contrary messages.










3.
 
(of a wind) blowing in the opposite direction to one's course; unfavorable.




4.
 


[Logic]

 (of two propositions) so related that one or neither but not both must be true.

Compare with contradictory
 .




5.
 

/kənˈtrerē /

 — perversely inclined to disagree or to do the opposite of what is expected or desired




•
 
she is sulky and contrary where her work is concerned.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkäntrerē /



1.
 
(
the contrary

 )
 — the opposite




•
 
the magazine has proved that the contrary is true.










2.
 


[Logic]

 a contrary proposition.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
contrary to






conflicting with; counter to




•
 
contrary to his expectations, he found the atmosphere exciting




•
 
the restrictions were not contrary to the public interest.















2.
 
on (or quite) the contrary






used to intensify a denial of what has just been implied or stated




•
 
there was no malice in her; on the contrary, she was very kind.















3.
 
to the contrary






with the opposite meaning or implication




•
 
he continued to drink despite medical advice to the contrary.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contrarily

 
/ˈkäntrerəlē kənˈtrerəlē /






adverb













2.
 
contrariness

 
/ˈkäntrerēnəs kənˈtrerēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
contrarie

 , from Latin 
contrarius

 , from 
contra

 ‘against.’





contrast





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌtrast /



1.
 
the state of being strikingly different from something else, typically something in juxtaposition or close association




•
 
the day began cold and blustery, 
in contrast to

 almost two weeks of uninterrupted sunshine




•
 
a 
contrast between

 rural and urban trends.










2.
 
the degree of difference between tones in a television picture, photograph, or other image.




3.
 
enhancement of the apparent brightness or clarity of a design provided by the juxtaposition of different colors or textures.




4.
 
the action of calling attention to notable differences




•
 
use knowledge of other languages for 
contrast

 and comparison 
with

 English.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing or person having qualities noticeably different from another




•
 
the castle is quite a 
contrast to

 other places where the singer has performed.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkänˌtrast kənˈtrast /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
differ strikingly




•
 
his friend's success 
contrasted with

 his own failure




•
 (as 
adj.

 
contrasting

 )
 
a contrasting view.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — compare in such a way as to emphasize differences




•
 
people 
contrasted

 her 
with

 her sister.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contrastingly

 
/ˈkänˌtrastiNGlē, kənˈtras- /






adverb













2.
 
contrastive

 
/kənˈtrastiv ˈkänˌtrastiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a term in fine art, in the sense ‘juxtapose so as to bring out differences in form and color’): from French 
contraste

 (noun), 
contraster

 (verb), via Italian from medieval Latin 
contrastare

 , from Latin 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
stare

 ‘stand.’ / 
usage:

 
Contrast

 means ‘note the differences,’ whereas 
compare

 means ‘note the similarities’ (or, in some cases, inconsistencies). See also usage at compare
 .





contrast medium

 
/ˈkäntrast ˌmēdēəm/






noun






[Medicine]

 a substance introduced into a part of the body in order to improve the visibility of internal structure during radiography.













contrasty

 
/ˈkänˌtrastē/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a photograph, movie, or television picture) showing a high degree of contrast.













contrasuggestible

 
/ˌkäntrəsəˈjestəb(ə)l/






adjective






[Psychology]

 tending to respond to a suggestion by believing or doing the contrary.














contravene

 
/ˌkäntrəˈvēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
violate the prohibition or order of (a law, treaty, or code of conduct)




•
 
this would contravene the rule against hearsay.










2.
 
conflict with (a right, principle, etc.), especially to its detriment




•
 
this contravened Washington's commitment to its own proposal.














II.
 
derivatives





contravener

 
/ˌkäntrəˈvēnər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
contravenire

 , from Latin 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





contravention

 
/ˌkäntrəˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an action that violates a law, treaty, or other ruling




•
 
young persons who commit offenses bear responsibility for their contraventions.














II.
 
phrases





in contravention of






in a manner contrary and disobedient to (a law or other ruling).















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from medieval Latin 
contraventio(n-)

 , from late Latin 
contravenire

 (see contravene
 ).






contrecoup

 
/ˈkäntrəˌko͞o/






noun




a contusion resulting from the brain contacting the skull on the side opposite from where impact occurs.

Compare with coup
 .














contredanse

 
/ˈkäntrəˌdans, ˌkôNtrəˈdäNs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a French form of country dance, originating in the 18th century and related to the quadrille.




2.
 
a piece of music for a contredanse.




3.
 
another term for contradance
 .











– origin

 French, alteration of English country dance
 , by association with 
contre

 ‘against, opposite.’





contre-jour

 
/ˌkôntrəˈZHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[Photography]

 having or involving the sun or other light source behind the subject


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a glorious contre-jour effect




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
it is recommended not to use the film contre-jour.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from 
contre

 ‘against’ + 
jour

 ‘daylight.’





contretemps

 
/ˈkäːntrətäːN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unexpected and unfortunate occurrence




•
 
the hotel had to deal with more than one contretemps before the end of the night.










2.
 
a minor dispute or disagreement




•
 
she had occasional contretemps with her staff.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally as a fencing term, denoting a thrust made at an inopportune moment): French, originally ‘motion out of time,’ from 
contre-

 ‘against’ + 
temps

 ‘time.’






contribute

 
/kənˈtribyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something, especially money) in order to help achieve or provide something




•
 
he 
contributed

 more than $500,000 
to

 the center




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she contributed to a private pension.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
contribute to

 )
 — help to cause or bring about




•
 
gases that contribute to global warming.










3.
 
supply (an article) for publication




•
 
he 
contributed

 articles 
to

 the magazine




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the staff who 
contribute to

 your sports pages are doing a splendid job.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give one's views in a discussion




•
 
he did not 
contribute to

 the meetings.














II.
 
derivatives





contributive

 
/-yətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
contribut-

 ‘brought together, added,’ from the verb 
contribuere

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
tribuere

 ‘bestow.’






contribution

 
/ˌkäntrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gift or payment to a common fund or collection




•
 
charitable contributions.










2.
 
the part played by a person or thing in bringing about a result or helping something to advance




•
 
he made a lasting contribution by designing the modern radio telescope.










3.
 
an article or other piece of writing submitted for publication in a collection.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a tax or levy): from late Latin 
contributio(n-)

 , from Latin 
contribuere

 ‘bring together, add’ (see contribute
 ).





contributor

 
/kənˈtribyədər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that contributes something, in particular




2.
 
a person who writes articles for a magazine or newspaper.




3.
 
a person who donates money to a cause.




4.
 
a causal factor in the existence or occurrence of something




•
 
stress is a major 
contributor to

 most diseases.



















contributory

 
/kənˈtribyəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
playing a part in bringing something about




•
 
smoking may be a contributory cause of lung cancer.










2.
 
(of or relating to a pension or insurance plan) operated by means of a fund into which people pay




•
 
contributory benefits.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘contributing to a fund’): from medieval Latin 
contributorius

 , from Latin 
contribut-

 ‘added’ (see contribution
 ).





contributory negligence






noun






[Law]

 failure of an injured plaintiff to act prudently, considered to be a contributory factor in the injury suffered, and sometimes reducing the amount recovered from the defendant.














contrite

 
/kənˈtrīt ˈkäntrīt/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing remorse or penitence; affected by guilt




•
 
a broken and a contrite heart.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
contritely

 
/kənˈtrītlē /






adverb













2.
 
contriteness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
contrit

 , from Latin 
contritus

 , past participle of 
conterere

 ‘grind down, wear away,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
terere

 ‘rub.’





contrition

 
/kənˈtriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of feeling remorseful and penitent.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the repentance of past sins during or after confession




•
 
prayers of contrition.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
contritio(n-)

 , from 
contrit-

 ‘ground down,’ from the verb 
conterere

 (see contrite
 ).





contrivance

 
/kənˈtrīvəns/






noun



1.
 
a thing that is created skillfully and inventively to serve a particular purpose




•
 
an assortment of electronic equipment and mechanical contrivances.










2.
 
the use of skill to bring something about or create something




•
 
the requirements of the system, by happy chance and some contrivance, can be summed up in an acronym.










3.
 
a device, especially in literary or artistic composition, that gives a sense of artificiality.














contrive

 
/kənˈtrīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create or bring about (an object or a situation) by deliberate use of skill and artifice




•
 
his opponents contrived a crisis




•
 
you contrived to be alone with me despite the supervision.










2.
 
manage to do something foolish or create an undesirable situation




•
 
the poor guy in some way contrived to hang himself.














II.
 
derivatives





contriver

 
/kənˈtrīvər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
contreuve-

 , stressed stem of 
controver

 ‘imagine, invent,’ from medieval Latin 
contropare

 ‘compare.’





contrived

 
/kənˈtrīvd/






adjective



1.
 
deliberately created rather than arising naturally or spontaneously.




2.
 
created or arranged in a way that seems artificial and unrealistic




•
 
the ending of the novel is too pat and contrived.




















control

 
/kənˈtrōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the power to influence or direct people's behavior or the course of events




•
 
the whole operation is 
under the control of

 a production manager




•
 
the situation was slipping 
out of

 her 
control

 .










2.
 
the ability to manage a machine, vehicle, or other moving object




•
 
he 
lost control of

 his car




•
 
improve your ball control.










3.
 
the restriction of an activity, tendency, or phenomenon




•
 
pest control.










4.
 
the power to restrain something, especially one's own emotions or actions




•
 
give children time to get control of their emotions.










5.
 
(often 
controls

 )
 — a means of limiting or regulating something




•
 
growing 
controls on

 local spending.










6.
 
a switch or other device by which a machine is regulated




•
 
the volume control.










7.
 
the place where a particular item is verified




•
 
passport control.










8.
 
the base from which a system or activity is directed




•
 
communications could be established with central control




•
 
mission control.










9.
 


[Bridge]

 a high card that will prevent opponents from establishing a particular suit.




10.
 


[Computing]

 short for control key
 .




11.
 


[Statistics]

 a group or individual used as a standard of comparison for checking the results of a survey or experiment




•
 
they saw no difference between the cancer patients and the controls.










12.
 
a member of an intelligence organization who personally directs the activities of a spy.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — determine the behavior or supervise the running of




•
 
he was appointed to control the company's marketing strategy.










2.
 
maintain influence or authority over




•
 
you shouldn't have dogs if you can't control them.










3.
 
limit the level, intensity, or numbers of




•
 
he had to control his temper.










4.
 
(
control oneself

 )
 — remain calm and reasonable despite provocation




•
 
he made an effort to control himself.










5.
 
regulate (a mechanical or scientific process)




•
 
the airflow is controlled by a fan.










6.
 
(as 
adj.

 
controlled

 )
 — (of a drug) restricted by law with respect to use and possession




•
 
a sentence for possessing controlled substances.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
control for

 )
 — 

[Statistics]

 take into account (an extraneous factor that might affect results) when performing an experiment




•
 
no attempt was made to control for variations




•
 (as 
adj.

 
controlled

 )
 
a controlled trial.










8.
 
check; verify.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in control






able to direct a situation, person, or activity




•
 
I felt calm and in control.















2.
 
out of control






no longer possible to manage




•
 
fires burning out of control.















3.
 
under control






(of a danger or emergency) being dealt with successfully and competently




•
 
it took two hours to bring the blaze under control.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘check or verify accounts,’ especially by referring to a duplicate register): from Anglo-Norman French 
contreroller

 ‘keep a copy of a roll of accounts,’ from medieval Latin 
contrarotulare

 , from 
contrarotulus

 ‘copy of a roll,’ from 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
rotulus

 ‘a roll.’ The noun is perhaps via French 
contrôle

 .





control account






noun




an account used to record the balances on a number of subsidiary accounts and to provide a cross-check on them.













control character

 
/kənˈtrōl ˈker(ə)ktər/






noun






[Computing]

 a character that does not represent a printable character but serves to initiate a particular action.













control freak






noun






‹informal›

 a person who feels an obsessive need to exercise control over themselves and others and to take command of any situation.














control key

 
/kənˈtrōl kē/






noun






[Computing]

 a key that alters the function of another key if both are pressed at the same time.













controllable

 
/kənˈtrōləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of being directed or influenced




•
 
the glider was fully controllable.










2.
 
capable of being safely regulated or limited




•
 
discontent began to give way to barely controllable rage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
controllability

 
/kənˌtrōləˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
controllably






adverb





















controlled crying






noun




a technique for training young children to fall asleep on their own, in which the child is left to cry for gradually increasing periods of time before being comforted




•
 
Dr. Green advocates a program of controlled crying.




















controller

 
/kənˈtrōlər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that directs or regulates something




•
 
the power controller on a subway train.










2.
 
a person in charge of an organization's finances.








II.
 
derivatives





controllership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a person who kept a duplicate register of accounts): from Anglo-Norman 
contrerollour

 , from 
contreroller

 ‘keep a copy of a roll of accounts’ (see control
 ). Compare with comptroller
 .





controlling interest

 
/kənˈtrōliNG ˈint(ə)rəst/






noun




the holding by one person or group of a majority of the stock of a business, giving the holder a means of exercising control




•
 
the purchase of a 
controlling interest in

 a company in California.



















control rod






noun




a rod of a neutron-absorbing substance used to vary the output power of a nuclear reactor.













control tower

 
/kənˈtrōl ˈtou(ə)r/






noun




a tall building at an airport from which the movements of air and runway traffic are controlled.













contronym

 
/ˈkäntrəˌnim /

 
contranym





I.
 
noun




a word with two opposite meanings, e.g., 
sanction

 (which can mean both ‘a penalty for disobeying a law’ and ‘official permission or approval for an action’).











– origin

 1960s: blend of contra-
 and -onym
 , on the pattern of synonym
 and antonym
 .





controversial

 
/ˌkäntrəˈvərSHəl ˌkäntrəˈvərsēəl/





I.
 
adjective




giving rise or likely to give rise to public disagreement




•
 
years of wrangling over a controversial bypass.














II.
 
derivatives





controversialist

 
/ˌkäntrəˈvərSHələst ˌkäntrəˈvərsēələst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
controversialis

 , from 
controversia

 (see controversy
 ).





controversially

 
/ˌkäntrəˈvərSHəlē/






adverb




in a way that gives rise to controversy or public disagreement




•
 
the horse was controversially disqualified from first place.




















controversy

 
/ˈkäntrəˌvərsē/





I.
 
noun




disagreement, typically when prolonged, public, and heated




•
 
he sometimes caused controversy because of his forceful views




•
 
the announcement ended a protracted controversy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
controversia

 , from 
controversus

 ‘turned against, disputed,’ from 
contro-

 (variant of 
contra-

 ‘against’) + 
versus

 , past participle of 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





controvert

 
/ˈkäntrəˌvərt ˌkäntrəˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deny the truth of (something)




•
 
subsequent work from the same laboratory controverted these results.










2.
 
argue about (something)




•
 
the views in the article have been controverted.














II.
 
derivatives





controvertible

 
/ˌkäntrəˈvərdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
controversus

 (see controversy
 ), on the pattern of pairs such as 
adversus

 (see adverse
 ), 
advertere

 (see advert
 2
 ).






contumacious

 
/ˌkänt(y)o͝oˈmāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
[Law]

 (especially of a defendant's behavior) stubbornly or willfully disobedient to authority.








II.
 
derivatives





contumaciously

 
/ˌkänt(y)o͝oˈmāSHəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
contumax

 , 
contumac-

 (perhaps from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
tumere

 ‘to swell’) + -ious
 .





contumacy

 
/ˈkäntyo͝oməsē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
[Law]

 stubborn refusal to obey or comply with authority, especially a court order or summons.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
contumacia

 ‘inflexibility,’ from 
contumax

 (see contumacious
 ).





contumelious

 
/ˌkänt(y)o͝oˈmēlēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of behavior) scornful and insulting; insolent.








II.
 
derivatives





contumeliously






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contumelieus

 , from Latin 
contumeliosus

 , from 
contumelia

 ‘abuse, insult’ (see contumely
 ).






contumely

 
/ˈkäntyo͝oməlē ˈkäntyo͝omlē/





I.
 
noun




insolent or insulting language or treatment




•
 
the church should not be exposed to gossip and contumely.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contumelie

 , from Latin 
contumelia

 , perhaps from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
tumere

 ‘to swell.’






contuse

 
/kənˈto͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be contused

 )


1.
 
injure (a part of the body) without breaking the skin, forming a bruise




•
 
the whole region beneath the rib cage was contused.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
contus-

 ‘bruised, crushed,’ from the verb 
contundere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
tundere

 ‘beat, thump.’





contusion

 
/kənˈto͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun




a region of injured tissue or skin in which blood capillaries have been ruptured; a bruise.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
contusio(n-)

 , from the verb 
contundere

 (see contuse
 ).





conundrum

 
/kəˈnəndrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a confusing and difficult problem or question




•
 
one of the most difficult conundrums for the experts.










2.
 
a question asked for amusement, typically one with a pun in its answer; a riddle.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin, but first recorded in a work by Thomas Nashe, as a term of abuse for a crank or pedant, later coming to denote a whim or fancy, also a pun. Current senses date from the late 17th cent.





conurbation

 
/ˌkänərˈbāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an extended urban area, typically consisting of several towns merging with the suburbs of one or more cities.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from con-
 ‘together’ + Latin 
urbs

 , 
urb-

 ‘city’ + -ation
 .





conure

 
/ˈkänyər, -ˌyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a Central and South American parakeet that typically has green plumage with patches of other colors.

[
Aratinga

 , 
Pyrrhura

 , and other genera, family 
Psittacidae

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
conurus

 (former genus name), from Greek 
kōnos

 ‘cone’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





conus

 
/ˈkōnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in full 
conus arteriosus

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the upper front part of the right ventricle of the heart.




2.
 
(in full 
conus medullaris

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the conical lower extremity of the spinal cord.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘cone.’





CONUS

 
/ˈkōnəs/





I.
 
abbreviation






[chiefly Military]

 the 48 contiguous states in the United States (that is, all the states except Alaska and Hawaii).











– origin

 acronym, from 
con

 tiguous 
U

 nited 
S

 tates.






convalesce

 
/ˌkänvəˈles/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
recover one's health and strength over a period of time after an illness or operation




•
 
he spent eight months convalescing after the stroke.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
convalescere

 , from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
valescere

 ‘grow strong’ (from 
valere

 ‘be well’).





convalescence

 
/ˌkänvəˈlesəns/






noun




time spent recovering from an illness or medical treatment; recuperation




•
 
a period of convalescence




•
 
I had a long convalescence ahead.



















convalescent

 
/ˌkänvəˈles(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) recovering from an illness or operation.




2.
 
relating to convalescence




•
 
a convalescent home.














II.
 
noun




a person who is recovering after an illness or operation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
convalescent-

 ‘growing strong, recovering,’ from the verb 
convalescere

 (see convalesce
 ).





convect

 
/kənˈvekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport (heat or material) by convection




•
 
this wood stove convects heat efficiently




•
 (as 
adj.

 
convected

 )
 
convected warmth.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fluid or fluid body) undergo convection




•
 
the fluid starts to convect




•
 (as 
adj.

 
convecting

 )
 
the convecting layer.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from convection
 .






convection

 
/kənˈvekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the movement caused within a fluid by the tendency of hotter and therefore less dense material to rise, and colder, denser material to sink under the influence of gravity, which consequently results in transfer of heat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
convectional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
convective

 
/kənˈvektiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
convectio(n-)

 , from Latin 
convehere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
vehere

 ‘carry.’





convection cell






noun




a self-contained convective zone in a fluid in which upward motion of warmer fluid in the center is balanced by downward motion of cooler fluid at the periphery.













convection current






noun




a current in a fluid that results from convection.













convection oven






noun




a cooking device that heats food by the circulation of hot air.













convector

 
/kənˈvektər/






noun




a heating appliance that circulates warm air by convection.













convenance

 
/ˈkänvənəns/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
convenances

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 conventional propriety.











– origin

 French, from 
convenir

 ‘be fitting,’ from Latin 
convenire

 (see convene
 ).






convene

 
/kənˈvēn/





I.
 
verb




come or bring together for a meeting or activity; assemble


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he convened a group of well-known scientists and philosophers




•
 
he had convened a secret meeting of military personnel




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the committee had convened for its final plenary session.














II.
 
derivatives





convener

 
/kənˈvēnər /

 
convenor






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
convenire

 ‘assemble, agree, fit,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





convenience

 
/kənˈvēnyəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being able to proceed with something with little effort or difficulty




•
 
the museum has a cafeteria for your convenience.










2.
 
the quality of being useful, easy, or suitable for someone




•
 
the convenience of a portable phone.










3.
 
a thing that contributes to an easy and effortless way of life




•
 
voice mail was seen as one of the desktop conveniences of the electronic office.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a public restroom.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one's convenience






at a time or place that suits one.









2.
 
at one's earliest convenience






as soon as one can without difficulty.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
convenientia

 , from 
convenient-

 ‘assembling, agreeing,’ from the verb 
convenire

 (see convene
 ).





convenience food






noun




a food, typically a complete meal, that has been pre-prepared commercially and so requires little cooking by the consumer.













convenience store

 
/kənˈvēnyəns stô(ə)r/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a store with extended opening hours and in a convenient location, stocking a limited range of household goods and groceries.













conveniency

 
/kənˈvēnyənsē/






noun




archaic term for convenience
 (
sense

 1).














convenient

 
/kənˈvēnyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fitting in well with a person's needs, activities, and plans




•
 
I phoned your office to confirm that this date is convenient.










2.
 
involving little trouble or effort




•
 
the new parking lot will make shopping much more convenient.










3.
 
(
convenient to

 )
 — situated so as to allow easy access to




•
 
the 34-story building is convenient to downtown.










4.
 
occurring in a place or at a time that is useful




•
 
put the blame on a convenient scapegoat.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘befitting, becoming, suitable’): from Latin 
convenient-

 ‘assembling, agreeing, fitting,’ from the verb 
convenire

 (see convene
 ).





conveniently

 
/kənˈvēnēən(t)lē/






adverb




in a way that fits well with particular needs, activities, and plans




•
 
this house is very conveniently located.




















convent

 
/ˈkänˌvent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Christian community under monastic vows, especially one of nuns.




2.
 
(also 
convent school

 )
 — a school, especially one for girls, attached to and run by convent.




3.
 
the building or buildings occupied by a convent.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
conventus

 ‘assembly, company,’ from the verb 
convenire

 (see convene
 ). The original spelling was 
covent

 (surviving in the place name 
Covent Garden

 ); the modern form dates from the 16th cent.





conventicle

 
/kənˈven(t)ək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a secret or unlawful religious meeting, typically of people with nonconformist views.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘assembly, meeting,’ particularly a clandestine or illegal one): from Latin 
conventiculum

 ‘(place of) assembly,’ diminutive of 
conventus

 ‘assembly, company,’ from the verb 
convenire

 (see convene
 ).





convention

 
/kənˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way in which something is usually done, especially within a particular area or activity




•
 
the woman who overturned so many conventions of children's literature.










2.
 
behavior that is considered acceptable or polite to most members of a society




•
 
he was an upholder of convention and correct form




•
 
social conventions.










3.
 


[Bridge]

 an artificial bid by which a bidder tries to convey specific information about the hand to their partner.




4.
 
an agreement between countries covering particular matters, especially one less formal than a treaty.




5.
 
a large meeting or conference, especially of members of a political party or a particular profession




•
 
a convention of retail merchants.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in the US) an assembly of the delegates of a political party to select candidates for office.




7.
 
an organized meeting of enthusiasts for a television program, movie, or literary genre




•
 
a Star Trek convention.










8.
 
a body set up by agreement to deal with a particular issue




•
 
the convention is a UN body responsible for the regulation of sea dumping.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): via Old French from Latin 
conventio(n-)

 ‘meeting, covenant,’ from the verb 
convenire

 (see convene
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 18th cent.






conventional

 
/kənˈven(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on or in accordance with what is generally done or believed




•
 
a conventional morality had dictated behavior.










2.
 
(of a person) concerned with what is generally held to be acceptable at the expense of individuality and sincerity.




3.
 
(of a work of art or literature) following traditional forms and genres




•
 
conventional love poetry.










4.
 
(of weapons or power) nonnuclear




•
 
agreement on reducing conventional forces in Europe.










5.
 


[Bridge]

 (of a bid) intended to convey a particular meaning according to an agreed upon convention.

Often contrasted with natural
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conventionalism

 
/kənˈven(t)SH(ə)n(ə)lˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
conventionalist

 
/kənˈven(t)SH(ə)n(ə)ləst /






noun













3.
 
conventionality

 
/kənˌven(t)SHəˈnalədē /






noun













4.
 
conventionalize

 
/kənˈven(t)SH(ə)n(ə)lˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to a formal agreement or convention’): from French 
conventionnel

 or late Latin 
conventionalis

 , from Latin 
conventio(n-)

 ‘meeting, covenant,’ from the verb 
convenire

 (see convene
 ).





conventionally

 
/kənˈvenSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is based on what is traditionally done or believed




•
 
careers conventionally followed by women




•
 
the atlas is divided conventionally into six continents.










2.
 
in a way that shows concern with what is held to be socially acceptable




•
 
Elisabeth behaved quite conventionally




•
 
he was dressed conventionally in a gray shirt and trousers.



















conventional memory






noun






[Computing]

 (in a computer running DOS) the first 640k of memory where programs to be run must be loaded.













conventional wisdom






noun




a generally accepted theory or belief




•
 
conventional wisdom has it that a book should never be judged by its cover




•
 
many of your findings challenge conventional wisdom about entrepreneurial success.



















conventioneer

 
/kənˌven(t)SHəˈnir/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person attending a convention.













conventual

 
/kənˈven(t)SH(əw)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating or belonging to a convent




•
 
the conventual life.










2.
 
relating to the less strict order of the Franciscans, living in large convents.








II.
 
noun




a person who lives in or is a member of a convent.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
conventualis

 , from Latin 
conventus

 ‘assembly, company’ (see convent
 ).






converge

 
/kənˈvərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of several people or things) come together from different directions so as eventually to meet




•
 
convoys from America and the UK traversed thousands of miles to converge in the Atlantic




•
 


‹figurative›

 two separate people whose lives converge briefly from time to time.










2.
 
(
converge on/upon

 )
 — come from different directions and meet at (a place)




•
 
half a million sports fans will converge on the capital.










3.
 
(of a number of things) gradually change so as to become similar or develop something in common




•
 
two cultures converged as the French settled Vermont.










4.
 
(of lines) tend to meet at a point




•
 
a pair of lines of longitude are parallel at the equator but converge toward the poles.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a series) approximate in the sum of its terms toward a definite limit




•
 
the powers of 
e

 therefore converge very slowly.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
convergere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + Latin 
vergere

 ‘incline.’






convergence

 
/kənˈvərjəns /

 
convergency






noun



1.
 
the process or state of converging




•
 
the convergence of lines in the distance.










2.
 


[Biology]

 the tendency of unrelated animals and plants to evolve superficially similar characteristics under similar environmental conditions.




3.
 
(also 
convergence zone

 )
 — a location where airflows or ocean currents meet, characteristically marked by upwelling (of air) or downwelling (of water).













convergent

 
/kənˈvərjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
coming closer together, especially in characteristics or ideas




•
 
convergent changes in languages.










2.
 
relating to convergence




•
 
a convergent boundary.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a series) approaching a definite limit as more of its terms are added.




4.
 


[Biology]

 relating to or denoting evolutionary convergence.




5.
 
(of thought) tending to follow well-established patterns.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin 
convergent-

 ‘inclining together,’ from the verb 
convergere

 (see converge
 ).





conversant

 
/kənˈvərsənt/





I.
 
adjective




familiar with or knowledgeable about something




•
 
many ladies are 
conversant with

 the merits of drill-eyed needles.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
conversance

 
/kənˈvərs(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
conversancy

 
/-sənsē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, present participle of 
converser

 (see converse
 1
 ). The original sense was ‘habitually spending time in a particular place or with a particular person.’






conversation

 
/ˌkänvərˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the informal exchange of ideas by spoken words




•
 
the two men were deep 
in conversation

 .










2.
 
an instance of this




•
 
she picked up the phone and 
held a conversation

 in French.














II.
 
phrases





make conversation






talk for the sake of politeness without having anything to say.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘living among, familiarity, intimacy’): via Old French from Latin 
conversatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
conversari

 (see converse
 1
 ).





conversational

 
/ˌkänvərˈsāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
appropriate to an informal conversation




•
 
his tone was casual and conversational.










2.
 
consisting of or relating to conversation




•
 
conversational skills.














II.
 
derivatives





conversationally

 
/ˌkänvərˈsāSH(ə)nəlē /






adverb





















conversationalist

 
/ˌkänvərˈsāSHən(ə)ləst/






noun




a person who is good at or fond of engaging in conversation.













conversation piece

 
/ˌkänvərˈsāSHən ˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a type of genre painting in which a group of figures are posed in a landscape or domestic setting, popular especially in the 18th century.




2.
 
an object whose unusual quality makes it a topic of conversation.













conversation-stopper






noun






‹informal›

 an unexpected or outrageous remark that cannot easily be answered.













conversazione

 
/ˌkänvərˌsätsēˈōnē, -ˈōˌnā/





I.
 
noun




a scholarly social gathering held for discussion of literature and the arts.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
conversatio

 (see conversation
 ).






converse1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈvərs /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in conversation




•
 
he fell in beside her and they began to converse amicably.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌvərs /



1.
 


‹archaic›

 conversation.








III.
 
derivatives





converser

 
/kənˈvərsər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘live among, be familiar with’): from Old French 
converser

 , from Latin 
conversari

 ‘keep company (with),’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
versare

 , frequentative of 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’ The current sense of the verb dates from the early 17th cent.





converse2


 
/ˈkänˌvərs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a situation, object, or statement that is the reverse of another, or that corresponds to it but with certain terms transposed




•
 
if spirituality is properly political, the converse is also true: politics is properly spiritual.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a theorem whose hypothesis and conclusion are the conclusion and hypothesis of another.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkänˌvərs kənˈvərs /



1.
 
having characteristics that are the reverse of something else already mentioned




•
 
the slow process of growth and the converse process of decay.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
conversus

 ‘turned around,’ past participle of 
convertere

 (see convert
 ).





conversely

 
/kənˈvərslē ˈkänˌvərslē/






adverb




introducing a statement or idea that reverses one that has just been made or referred to




•
 
he would have preferred his wife not to work, although conversely he was also proud of what she did.



















conversion

 
/kənˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the act or an instance of converting or the process of being converted




•
 
the conversion of food into body tissues.










2.
 
the fact of changing one's religion or beliefs or the action of persuading someone else to change theirs




•
 
my conversion to the Catholic faith.










3.
 


[Christian Theology]

 repentance and change to a godly life.




4.
 
the adaptation of a building for a new purpose




•
 
the conversion of a house into apartments.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 a building or part of a building that has been adapted in this way.




6.
 


[Law]

 the changing of real into personal property, or of joint into separate property, or vice versa.




7.
 


[Psychiatry]

 the manifestation of a mental disturbance as a physical disorder or disease


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
conversion disorders.










8.
 


[Logic]

 the transposition of the subject and predicate of a proposition according to certain rules to form a new proposition by inference.




9.
 


[Football]

 the act of scoring an extra point or points after having scored a touchdown.




10.
 
the act of gaining a first down.




11.
 
(also 
conversion rate

 )
 — (in the context of online marketing) the proportion of people viewing an advertisement and going on to buy the product, click on a link, etc.




•
 
you'll see better conversion rates for your local advertising if you include your physical address on your website




•
 
keeping things simple will improve conversion.










12.
 


[Law]

 the action of wrongfully dealing with goods in a manner inconsistent with the owner's rights




•
 
he was found guilty of the fraudulent conversion of clients' monies.










13.
 


[Physics]

 the change in a quantity's numerical value as a result of using a different unit of measurement.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘turning of sinners to God’): via Old French from Latin 
conversio(n-)

 , from 
convers-

 ‘turned around,’ from the verb 
convertere

 (see convert
 ).





conversion factor






noun



1.
 
an arithmetical multiplier for converting a quantity expressed in one set of units into an equivalent expressed in another.




2.
 


[Economics]

 the manufacturing cost of a product relative to the cost of raw materials.













conversion van






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a van in which the cargo space has been converted to a special purpose, such as a living space.














convert





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈvərt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to change in form, character, or function




•
 
production processes that 
converted

 raw material 
into

 useful forms.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change or be able to change from one form to another




•
 
the seating 
converts to

 a double or two single beds.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change one's religious faith or other beliefs




•
 
at sixteen he 
converted to

 Catholicism.










4.
 
persuade (someone) to do this




•
 
he was 
converted

 in his later years 
to

 the socialist cause.










5.
 
change (money, stocks, or units in which a quantity is expressed) into others of a different kind




•
 
the figures have been converted at $0.545 to the Dutch guilder.










6.
 
adapt (a building) to make it suitable for a new purpose




•
 
the space can be easily converted into a home office




•
 (as 
adj.

 
converted

 )
 
they lived in a converted chicken house.










7.
 


[Logic]

 transpose the subject and predicate of (a proposition) according to certain rules to form a new proposition by inference.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — score from (a penalty kick, pass, or other opportunity) in a sport or game.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 score an extra point or points after having scored a touchdown by kicking a goal (one point) or running another play into the end zone (two points).




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 advance the ball far enough during a down to earn a first down




•
 
the Oilers converted on over half of their third downs.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌvərt /



1.
 
a person who has been persuaded to change their religious faith or other beliefs




•
 
he is a recent 
convert to

 the church.














III.
 
phrases





convert something to one's own use








[Law]

 wrongfully make use of another's property.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘turn around, send in a different direction’): from Old French 
convertir

 , based on Latin 
convertere

 ‘turn around,’ from 
con-

 ‘altogether’ + 
vertere

 ‘turn.’





converted rice






noun

 — ( in the US)


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 white rice prepared from brown rice that has been soaked, steamed under pressure, and then dried and milled.













converter

 
/kənˈvərdər /

 
convertor






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that converts something




•
 
the converter of a building to domestic use.










2.
 
a device for altering the nature of an electric current or signal, especially from AC to DC or vice versa, or from analog to digital or vice versa.




3.
 
a retort used in steelmaking.




4.
 
short for catalytic converter
 .




5.
 


[Computing]

 a program that converts data from one format to another.




6.
 
a camera lens that changes the focal length of another lens by a set amount




•
 
a camera fitted with a x2 converter.




















convertible

 
/kənˈvərdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be changed in form, function, or character




•
 
a living room that is miraculously 
convertible into

 a bedroom.










2.
 
(of a car) having a folding or detachable roof




•
 
his white convertible Mercedes.










3.
 
(of currency) able to be converted into other forms, especially into gold or US dollars.




4.
 
(of a bond or stock) able to be converted into ordinary or preference shares.




5.
 


[Logic]

 (of terms) synonymous.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a car with a folding or detachable roof.




2.
 
(usu. 
convertibles

 )
 — a convertible security.








III.
 
derivatives





convertibility

 
/kənˌvərdəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘interchangeable’): from Old French, from Latin 
convertibilis

 , from 
convertere

 ‘turn around’ (see convert
 ).





convex

 
/ˌkänˈveks ˈkänveks/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an outline or surface curved like the exterior of a circle or sphere.

Compare with concave
 .




2.
 
(of a polygon) having only interior angles measuring less than 180°.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
convexity

 
/känˈveksədē /






noun













2.
 
convexly

 
/ˌkänˈvekslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
convexus

 ‘vaulted, arched.’





convexo-concave

 
/kənˌveksō ˈkänkāv/






adjective




(of a lens) convex on one side and concave on the other and thickest in the center.













convexo-convex

 
/kənˌveksōˈkänˌveks, -känˈveks/






adjective




another term for biconvex
 .














convey

 
/kənˈvā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport or carry to a place




•
 
pipes were laid to 
convey

 water 
to

 the house.










2.
 
make (an idea, impression, or feeling) known or understandable to someone




•
 
the real virtues and diversity of America had never been conveyed in the movies




•
 
it's impossible to convey how lost I felt.










3.
 
communicate (a message or information)




•
 
Mr. Harvey and his daughter have asked me to convey their very kind regards.










4.
 


[Law]

 transfer the title to (property).








II.
 
derivatives





conveyable

 
/kənˈvāəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘escort’; compare with convoy
 ): from Old French 
conveier

 , from medieval Latin 
conviare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + Latin 
via

 ‘way.’





conveyance

 
/kənˈvāəns/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of transporting someone or something from one place to another




•
 
he was building vessels for the conveyance of live cod.










2.
 
a means of transportation; a vehicle




•
 
adventurers attempt the trail using all manner of conveyances, including mountain bikes and motorcycles.










3.
 
the action of making an idea, feeling, or impression known or understandable to someone




•
 
art's conveyance of meaning is complicated.










4.
 


[Law]

 the legal process of transferring property from one owner to another




•
 
protective measures that might be taken before the conveyance is concluded.










5.
 
a legal document effecting the process of transferring property.













conveyancing

 
/kənˈvāənsiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of law concerned with the preparation of documents for the transferring of property.




2.
 
the action of preparing documents for the transfer of property.








II.
 
derivatives





conveyancer

 
/kənˈvāənsər /






noun





















conveyor

 
/kənˈvāər /

 
conveyer






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that transports or communicates something




•
 
a conveyor of information.










2.
 
a conveyor belt.













conveyor belt

 
/kənˈvāər ˌbelt/






noun




a continuous moving band of fabric, rubber, or metal used for moving objects from one place to another.














convict





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kənˈvikt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
declare (someone) to be guilty of a criminal offense by the verdict of a jury or the decision of a judge in a court of law




•
 
her former boyfriend was 
convicted of

 assaulting her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
convicted

 )
 
a convicted murderer.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌvikt /



1.
 
a person found guilty of a criminal offense and serving a sentence of imprisonment.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
convict-

 ‘demonstrated, refuted, convicted,’ from the verb 
convincere

 (see convince
 ). The noun is from obsolete 
convict

 ‘convicted.’





conviction

 
/kənˈvikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal declaration that someone is guilty of a criminal offense, made by the verdict of a jury or the decision of a judge in a court of law




•
 
she had a previous conviction for a similar offense.










2.
 
a firmly held belief or opinion




•
 
his conviction that the death was no accident




•
 
she takes pride in stating her political convictions.










3.
 
the quality of showing that one is firmly convinced of what one believes or says




•
 
his voice lacked conviction.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
convictio(n-)

 , from the verb 
convincere

 (see convince
 ).






convince

 
/kənˈvins/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to believe firmly in the truth of something




•
 
Robert's expression had obviously 
convinced

 her 
of

 his innocence




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
you couldn't convince him that a floppy disk was as good as a manuscript.










2.
 
persuade (someone) to do something




•
 
she convinced my father to branch out on his own.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
convincer






noun













2.
 
convincible






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘overcome, defeat in argument’): from Latin 
convincere

 , from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
vincere

 ‘conquer.’ Compare with convict
 . / 
usage:

 Although it is common to see 
convince

 and 
persuade

 used interchangeably, there are distinctions in meaning that careful writers and speakers try to preserve. 
Convince

 derives from a Latin word meaning ‘conquer, overcome.’ 
Persuade

 derives from a Latin word meaning ‘advise, make appealing, sweeten.’ One can 
convince

 or 
persuade

 someone with facts or arguments, but, in general, convincing is limited to the mind, while persuasion results in action (just as dissuasion results in nonaction): the prime minister convinced the council that delay was pointless; the senator persuaded her colleagues to pass the legislation.





convinced

 
/kənˈvinst/






adjective



1.
 
completely certain about something




•
 
she was not entirely 
convinced of

 the soundness of his motives




•
 
I am convinced the war will be over in a matter of months.










2.
 
firm in one's belief, especially with regard to a particular cause or issue




•
 
a convinced pacifist.



















convincing

 
/kənˈvinsiNG/






adjective



1.
 
capable of causing someone to believe that something is true or real




•
 
there is no convincing evidence that advertising influences total alcohol consumption




•
 
to make the detective's character convincing, she did extensive research.










2.
 
(of a victory or a winner) leaving no margin of doubt; clear




•
 
the team cruised to a convincing win.



















convincingly

 
/kənˈvinsiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes someone to believe that something is true or real




•
 
this chapter is not as convincingly argued.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a way that leaves no margin of doubt as to who has won




•
 
he convincingly defeated the current champion.



















convivial

 
/kənˈvivēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an atmosphere or event) friendly, lively, and enjoyable.




2.
 
(of a person) cheerful and friendly; jovial.








II.
 
derivatives





convivially

 
/kənˈvivēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘fit for a feast, festive’): from Latin 
convivialis

 , from 
convivium

 ‘a feast,’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
vivere

 ‘live.’





conviviality

 
/kənˌvivēˈalədē/






noun




the quality of being friendly and lively; friendliness




•
 
the conviviality of the evening.



















convocation

 
/ˌkänvəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large formal assembly of people.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a formal ceremony at a college or university, as for the conferring of awards.




3.
 
the action of calling people together for a large formal assembly.








II.
 
derivatives





convocational

 
/ˌkänvəˈkāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
convocatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
convocare

 (see convoke
 ).






convoke

 
/kənˈvōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 call together or summon (an assembly or meeting)




•
 
she sent messages convoking a Council of Ministers.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
convocare

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
vocare

 ‘call.’





convolute

 
/ˈkänvəˌlo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an argument, story, etc.) complex and difficult to follow.








II.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 rolled longitudinally upon itself, as a leaf in the bud.













convoluted

 
/ˈkänvəˌlo͞odəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of an argument, story, or sentence) extremely complex and difficult to follow




•
 
its convoluted narrative encompasses all manner of digressions.










2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 intricately folded, twisted, or coiled




•
 
walnuts come in hard and convoluted shells.














II.
 
derivatives





convolutedly






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: past participle of 
convolute

 , from Latin 
convolutus

 , past participle of 
convolvere

 ‘roll together, intertwine’ (see convolve
 ).





convolution

 
/ˌkänvəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
convolutions

 )
 — a coil or twist, especially one of many




•
 
crosses adorned with elaborate convolutions.










2.
 
a thing that is complex and difficult to follow




•
 
the convolutions of farm policy.










3.
 
a sinuous fold in the surface of the brain.




4.
 
the state of being coiled or twisted, or the process of becoming so




•
 
the flexibility of the polymer chain allows extensive convolution.










5.
 
(also 
convolution integral

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a function derived from two given functions by integration that expresses how the shape of one is modified by the other.




6.
 
a method of determination of the sum of two random variables by integration or summation.








II.
 
derivatives





convolutional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
convolutio(n-)

 , from 
convolvere

 ‘roll together’ (see convolve
 ).






convolve

 
/kənˈvälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 roll or coil together; entwine.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
[Mathematics]

 combine (one function or series) with another by forming their convolution.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘enclose in folds’): from Latin 
convolvere

 ‘roll together,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
volvere

 ‘roll.’





convolvulus

 
/kənˈvälvyəˌləs/





I.
 
noun




a twining plant with trumpet-shaped flowers, some kinds of which are invasive weeds (see also bindweed
 ), while others, especially morning glories, are cultivated for their bright flowers.

[Genus 
Convolvulus

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘bindweed,’ from 
convolvere

 ‘roll together’ (see convolve
 ).






convoy





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkänˌvoi /



1.
 
a group of ships or vehicles traveling together, typically accompanied by armed troops, warships, or other vehicles for protection.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkänˌvoi kənˈvoi /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a warship or armed troops) accompany (a group of ships or vehicles) for protection.








III.
 
phrases





in convoy






(of traveling vehicles) as a group; together




•
 
the army trucks had passed through in convoy the previous evening.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots, as a verb in the senses ‘convey,’ ‘conduct,’ and ‘act as escort’): from French 
convoyer

 , from medieval Latin 
conviare

 (see convey
 ).





convulsant

 
/kənˈvəlsənt/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of drugs) producing sudden and involuntary muscle contractions.








II.
 
noun




a convulsant drug.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
convulser

 , from Latin 
convuls-

 ‘pulled violently, wrenched,’ from the verb 
convellere

 (see convulse
 ).






convulse

 
/kənˈvəls/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) suffer violent involuntary contraction of the muscles, producing contortion of the body or limbs




•
 
she convulsed, collapsing to the floor with the pain.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an emotion, laughter, or physical stimulus) cause (someone) to make sudden, violent, uncontrollable movements




•
 
Carlos was convulsed by a second bout of sneezing




•
 
she rocked backward and forward, 
convulsed with

 helpless mirth.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (a country) into violent social or political upheaval




•
 
a wave of mass strikes convulsed the Ruhr, Berlin, and central Germany.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
convuls-

 ‘pulled violently, wrenched,’ from the verb 
convellere

 , from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
vellere

 ‘to pull.’





convulsion

 
/kənˈvəlSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
convulsions

 )


1.
 
a sudden, violent, irregular movement of a limb or of the body, caused by involuntary contraction of muscles and associated especially with brain disorders such as epilepsy, the presence of certain toxins or other agents in the blood, or fever in children.




2.
 
(
convulsions

 )
 — uncontrollable laughter




•
 
the audience collapsed in convulsions.










3.
 
an earthquake or other violent or major movement of the earth's crust




•
 
the violent convulsions of tectonic plates.










4.
 
a violent social or political upheaval




•
 
the convulsions of 1939–45.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘cramp, spasm’): from Latin 
convulsio(n-)

 , from the verb 
convellere

 (see convulse
 ).





convulsive

 
/kənˈvəlsiv/





I.
 
adjective




producing or consisting of convulsions




•
 
a convulsive disease




•
 
she gave a convulsive sob.














II.
 
derivatives





convulsively

 
/kənˈvəlsivlē /






adverb





















Conway

 
/ˈkänwā/






a city in central Arkansas; pop. 57,544 (est. 2008).









coo1


 
/ko͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a pigeon or dove) make a soft murmuring sound




•
 
ringdoves cooed among the branches.










2.
 
(of a person) speak in a soft gentle voice




•
 
I cruised the room, cooing at toddlers




•
 
“I knew I could count on you,” she cooed.














II.
 
noun




a soft murmuring sound made by a dove or pigeon.








III.
 
phrases





bill and coo






see bill
 2
 .















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: imitative.





coo2


 
/ko͞o/





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express surprise




•
 
“Coo, ain't it high!” Mary squeaked.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative.





COO

 
/ˌsēˌōˈō/






noun




a chief operations (or operating) officer, a senior executive responsible for managing the day-to-day operations of a company or other institution.













co-occur

 
/ˌkōəˈkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur together or simultaneously.








II.
 
derivatives





co-occurrence

 
/ˌkōəˈkərəns /






noun






















cook

 
/ko͝ok/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare (food, a dish, or a meal) by combining and heating the ingredients in various ways




•
 
shall I cook dinner tonight?




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I told you I could cook




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cooked

 )
 
a cooked breakfast.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be heated so that the condition required for eating is reached




•
 
while the rice is cooking, add the saffron to the stock.










3.
 
(
cook something down

 )
 — heat food and cause it to thicken and reduce in volume




•
 
cooking down the chutney can take up to 45 minutes.










4.
 
(
be cooking

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be happening or planned




•
 
what's cooking on the alternative fuels front?










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 alter dishonestly; falsify




•
 
a narcotics team who cooked the evidence.










6.
 
(
be cooked

 )
 — be in an inescapably bad situation




•
 
if I can't talk to him, I'm cooked.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 perform or proceed vigorously or well




•
 
the band used to get up on the bandstand and really cook.














II.
 
noun




a person who prepares and cooks food, especially as a job or in a specified way




•
 
a short order cook




•
 
I'm a good cook.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cook the books








‹informal›

 alter facts or figures dishonestly or illegally.









2.
 
cook someone's goose








‹informal›

 cause someone's downfall




•
 
I've got enough on you to cook your goose.















3.
 
too many cooks spoil the broth








‹proverb›

 if too many people are involved in a task, it will not be done well.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





cook something up






concoct a story, excuse, or plan, especially an ingenious or devious one.












V.
 
derivatives





cookable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cōc

 (noun), from popular Latin 
cocus

 , from Latin 
coquus

 .






Cook, James

 
/ko͝ok/






(1728–79), English explorer; known as 
Captain Cook

 . On his first expedition to the Pacific 1768–71, he charted the coasts of New Zealand and New Guinea and explored the east coast of Australia, claiming it for Britain. He made two more voyages to the Pacific before being killed in a skirmish with the Hawaiians.









Cook, Mount






the highest peak in New Zealand, in the Southern Alps on South Island, that rises to a height of 12,218 feet (3,724 m). It is named after Captain James Cook.

Official name Aoraki/Mount Cook
 .










Cook, Thomas






(1808–92), English founder of the travel agency Thomas Cook. In 1841, he organized the first publicly advertised excursion train in England; the success of this venture led him to organize further excursions both in Britain and abroad, laying the foundations for the tourist and travel-agent industry.









cookbook

 
/ˈko͝okˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book containing recipes and other information about the preparation and cooking of food.













Cook County

 
/ˌko͝ok ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in northeastern Illinois that includes Chicago and most of its closer suburbs; pop. 5,294,664 (est. 2008).









Cooke, Alistair

 
/ko͝ok/






(1908–2004), British journalist and broadcaster; in the US from 1937; full name 
Alfred Alistair Cooke

 . His BBC broadcasts of “Letter from America” began in 1946 and continued until shortly before his death. He hosted 
Omnibus

 on CBS 1952–60 and 
Masterpiece Theatre

 on PBS 1971–92.









Cooke, Jay

 
/ko͝ok/






(1821–1905), US financier. He was the founder of Jay Cooke and Company, a leading Philadelphia bank, in 1861; his sale of bonds helped to finance the Civil War, and his financing of western railroads precipitated the Panic of 1873.









cooker

 
/ˈko͝okər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an appliance used for cooking food.













cookery

 
/ˈko͝ok(ə)rē/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the practice or skill of preparing and cooking food




•
 
European peasant cookery




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
cookery writers.



















cookhouse

 
/ˈko͝okˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a kitchen or dining hall in a military camp.




2.
 
an outdoor kitchen in a warm country.













cookie

 
/ˈko͝okē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small sweet cake, typically round, flat, and crisp.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person of a specified kind




•
 
a 
tough cookie

 with one eye on her bank account.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a packet of data sent by an Internet server to a browser, which is returned by the browser each time it subsequently accesses the same server, used to identify the user or track their access to the server.








II.
 
phrases





that's the way the cookie crumbles








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 that's how things turn out (often used of an undesirable but unalterable situation).















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Dutch 
koekje

 ‘little cake,’ diminutive of 
koek

 .





cookie cutter

 
/ˈko͝okē ˈkədər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a device with sharp edges for cutting cookie dough into a particular shape.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 denoting something mass-produced or lacking any distinguishing characteristics




•
 
a cookie-cutter apartment in a high-rise building.



















cookie jar





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a jar to hold cookies.








II.
 
phrases





with one's hand in the cookie jar








(N. Amer.)

 engaged in surreptitious theft from one's employer




•
 
they got 
caught with their hands in the cookie jar

 .























cookie sheet

 
/ˈko͝okē SHēt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a flat metal tray on which cookies are baked.













cooking

 
/ˈko͝okiNG/






noun



1.
 
the practice or skill of preparing food by combining, mixing, and heating ingredients




•
 
she first became interested in cooking at the age of 17.










2.
 
food that has been prepared in a particular way




•
 
authentic Italian cooking.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — suitable for or used in cooking




•
 
cooking oil.



















Cook Inlet






an inlet of the Gulf of Alaska, west of the Kenai Peninsula in southern Alaska. Anchorage lies at its northern end.









Cook Islands





I.
 
a group of 15 islands in the southwestern Pacific Ocean between Tonga and French Polynesia that have the status of a self-governing territory in free association with New Zealand; pop. 11,900 (est. 2009); capital, Avarua, on Rarotonga.







– origin

 named after Captain J. 
Cook

 (see Cook, James
 ), who visited them in 1773.





cookout

 
/ˈko͝okˌout/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a party or gathering where a meal is cooked and eaten outdoors.













Cookson, Dame Catherine

 
/ˈko͝oksən/






(1906–98), English writer; full name 
Dame Catherine Anne Cookson

 . A prolific author of light romantic fiction, she is best known for the Mary Ann series (1956–67), the Mallen trilogy (1973–74), and the Tilly Trotter series (1980–82).









Cook's tour





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a rapid tour of many places




•
 


‹figurative›

 he then took me on a Cook's tour of his neuroscientific theories.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of the travel agent Thomas 
Cook

 (see Cook, Thomas
 ).





Cook Strait






the strait that separates North and South islands of New Zealand. It was named after 
Captain James Cook

 , who visited it in 1770.









cooktop

 
/ˈko͝oktäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cooking unit, usually with hot plates or burners, built into or fixed on the top of a cabinet or other surface.













cookware

 
/ˈko͝okˌwer/






noun




pots, pans, or dishes for cooking food




•
 
cast-iron cookware.




















cool

 
/ko͞ol/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or at a fairly low temperature




•
 
it'll be a cool afternoon




•
 
the wind kept them cool.










2.
 
soothing or refreshing because of its low temperature




•
 
a cool drink in the leafy shade




•
 


‹figurative›

 the bathroom was all glass and cool, muted blues.










3.
 
(especially of clothing) keeping one from becoming too hot




•
 
wear your cool, comfortable shirts.










4.
 
showing no friendliness toward a person or enthusiasm for an idea or project




•
 
he gave a cool reception to the suggestion for a research center.










5.
 
free from excitement or anxiety




•
 
he prided himself on 
keeping a cool head






•
 
she seems 
cool, calm, and collected

 .










6.
 
(of jazz, especially modern jazz) restrained and relaxed.




7.
 


‹informal›

 fashionably attractive or impressive




•
 
I always wore sunglasses to look cool.










8.
 
excellent


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
a computer you didn't even have to plug in. Cool!










9.
 
used to express acceptance or agreement




•
 
if people want to freak out at our clubs, that's cool.










10.
 
(
a cool ——

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to emphasize a specified quantity or amount, especially of money




•
 
a cool $15,000 to buy the franchise.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the cool

 )
 — a fairly low temperature




•
 
the cool of the night air.










2.
 
a time or place at which the temperature is pleasantly low




•
 
the cool of the evening.










3.
 
calmness; composure




•
 
he recovered his cool and then started laughing at us.










4.
 
the quality of being fashionably attractive or impressive




•
 
all the cool of high fashion.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
become or cause to become less hot


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we dived into the river to 
cool off






•
 


‹figurative›

 his feelings for her took a long time to cool




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
cool the pastry for five minutes.










2.
 
become or cause to become calm or less excited


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
after I'd 
cooled off

 , I realized I was being irrational




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
George was trying to 
cool

 him 
down

 .










3.
 
(
cool down

 )
 — recover from strenuous physical exertion by doing gentle stretches and exercises; warm down.




4.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ] (
cool it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 behave in a less excitable manner




•
 
“Cool it and tell me why you're so ecstatic.”














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
cool one's heels






be kept waiting.









2.
 
keep (or lose) one's cool








‹informal›

 maintain (or fail to maintain) a calm and controlled attitude.









3.
 
play it cool






see play
 .












V.
 
derivatives





coolish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cōl

 (noun), 
cōlian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koel

 , also to cold
 .





coolant

 
/ˈko͞olənt/





I.
 
noun




a liquid or gas that is used to remove heat from something.











– origin

 1930s: from cool
 , on the pattern of 
lubricant

 .





cool beans






exclamation






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used to express approval or delight




•
 
Your favorite character is Sophie? Cool beans.



















cooled

 
/ko͞old/






adjective




made less hot




•
 
we hold the cooled branding irons




•
 [
in combination

 ]
 
an air-cooled engine.



















cooler

 
/ˈko͞olər/






noun



1.
 
an insulated container for keeping food and drink cool.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a refrigerated room.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tall drink, especially a mixture of wine, fruit juice, and soda water.




4.
 
(
the cooler

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 prison or a prison cell.













Cooley's anemia

 
/ˌko͞olēz əˈnēmēə/





I.
 
noun




another term for thalassemia
 .











– origin

 1930s: named after Thomas B. 
Cooley

 (1871–1945), American pediatrician.





coolheaded

 
/ˌko͞olˈhedəd/






adjective




not easily worried or excited.













coolheadedness

 
/ˈko͝olˌhedədnəs/






noun




the state of being calm and not easily worried or excited




•
 
his coolheadedness in the face of danger.



















cool-hunter





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person whose job is to make observations or predictions about new styles and trends.








II.
 
derivatives





cool-hunting






noun





















coolibah

 
/ˈko͞oləˌbä /

 
coolabah





I.
 
noun




a northern Australian gum tree that typically grows near watercourses and yields strong, hard timber.

[
Eucalyptus microtheca

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Kamilaroi (and related languages) 
gulubaa

 .





Coolidge, Calvin

 
/ˈko͞olij/






(1872–1933), 30th president of the US 1923–29; full name 
John Calvin Coolidge

 . A Republican, he served as Massachusetts's lieutenant governor 1916–18 and governor 1919–20. He became the US vice president in 1921, succeeding to the presidency upon the death of President Harding in 1923. Elected in 1924 to serve a full term, Coolidge was committed to reducing income taxes and the national debt, and was noted for his policy of noninterference in foreign affairs, which culminated in the Kellogg Pact in 1928.









coolie

 
/ˈko͞olē/





I.
 
noun






‹dated or offensive›

 an unskilled native laborer in India, China, and some other Asian countries.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hindi and Telugu 
kūlī

 ‘day-laborer,’ probably associated with Urdu 
ḳulī

 ‘slave.’





coolie hat






noun




a broad conical straw hat as worn by laborers in some Asian countries.













cooling center






noun




an air-conditioned public facility where people may go for relief during periods of extreme heat.













cooling-off period






noun



1.
 
an interval during which two people or groups who are in disagreement can try to settle their differences before taking further action.




2.
 
an interval after a sales contract is agreed upon during which the purchaser can decide to cancel without loss.













cooling tower

 
/ˈko͞oliNG ˌtou(ə)r/






noun




a tall, open-topped, cylindrical concrete tower, used for cooling water or condensing steam from an industrial process.













coolly

 
/ˈko͞ollē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that lacks friendliness or enthusiasm




•
 
the representatives were greeted coolly.










2.
 
in a way that shows a lack of any excitement, anxiety, or excessive emotion




•
 
passengers were able to deal with the possible threat coolly and calmly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she was coolly detached.










3.
 


‹informal›

 in a way that is fashionably attractive or impressive




•
 
she was coolly dressed down in cut-off jean shorts.



















CoolMax

 
/ˈko͞olmaks/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a polyester fabric that draws perspiration along its fibers away from the skin, used chiefly in sportswear.











– origin

 1980s: an invented name, probably from 
cool

 + 
max(imum)

 .





coolness

 
/ˈko͞olnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being at a fairly low temperature




•
 
the coolness of the breeze.










2.
 
the quality of being soothing or refreshing because of its low temperature




•
 
the refreshing coolness of the water.










3.
 
(in reference to color) the quality of containing pale blue, green, or gray tones




•
 
her art has an icy coolness.










4.
 
the quality of lacking friendliness or enthusiasm




•
 
the coolness towards the revolutionary cults.










5.
 
freedom from excitement, anxiety, or excessive emotion




•
 
his greatest strength is his coolness under pressure.










6.
 


‹informal›

 the quality of being fashionably attractive or impressive




•
 
the coolness of this phone was worth the extra money.



















coolth

 
/ko͞olTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 pleasantly low temperature




•
 
the coolth of the evening.










2.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 articles, activities, or people perceived as fashionable




•
 
the pinnacle of 1960s coolth.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (but rare before the 20th cent.): from cool
 + -th
 2
 .





coon

 
/ko͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for raccoon
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a black person.

[
Sense

 1, from an earlier sense ‘(sly) fellow.’]








II.
 
phrases





a coon's age








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a long time




•
 
I haven't seen you 
in a coon's age

 !























cooncan

 
/ˈko͞onkan/





I.
 
noun




a card game for two players, originally from Mexico, similar to rummy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from Spanish 
con quién

 ‘with whom?’





coonhound

 
/ˈko͞onhound/






noun




a dog of an American breed, used to hunt raccoons. There are several breeds, including the 
black and tan coonhound

 and the 
bluetick coonhound

 .













Coon Rapids






a city in southeastern Minnesota, on the Mississippi River, north of Minneapolis; pop. 61,832 (est. 2008).









coonskin

 
/ˈko͞onskin/






noun




the pelt of a raccoon




•
 
a coonskin hat.




















coop

 
/ko͞op ko͝op/





I.
 
noun




a cage or pen for confining poultry




•
 
a chicken coop.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be cooped up

 )


1.
 
confine in a small space




•
 
being cooped up indoors all day makes him fidgety.










2.
 
put or keep (a fowl) in a cage or pen.








III.
 
phrases





fly the coop






see fly
 1
 .















– origin

 Middle English 
cowpe

 ; related to Dutch 
kuip

 ‘vat’ and German 
Kufe

 ‘cask,’ based on Latin 
cupa

 . Compare with cooper
 .





co-op

 
/ˈkōˌäp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a cooperative society, business, or enterprise.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.






cooper

 
/ˈko͞opər ˈko͝opər/





I.
 
noun




a maker or repairer of casks and barrels.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or repair (a cask or barrel).











– origin

 Middle English 
cowper

 , from Middle Dutch, Middle Low German 
kūper

 , from 
kūpe

 ‘tub, vat,’ based on Latin 
cupa

 . Compare with coop
 .





Cooper, Gary

 
/ˈko͞opər/






(1901–61), US actor; born 
Frank James Cooper

 . He is noted for his Academy-Award–winning performances in 
Sergeant York

 (1941) and 
High Noon

 (1952). Other notable movies: 
The Virginian

 (1929) and 
For Whom the Bell Tolls

 (1943).









Cooper, James Fenimore






(1789–1851), US novelist. He is renowned for his tales of Native Americans and frontier life, in particular the Leatherstocking tales—
The Pioneers

 (1823), 
The Last of the Mohicans

 (1826), and 
The Prairie

 (1827).









Cooper, Leon N.






see Bardeen, John
 .










cooperage

 
/ˈko͞opərij/






noun



1.
 
a cooper's business or premises.




2.
 
the making of barrels and casks.














cooperate

 
/kōˈäpəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act jointly; work toward the same end




•
 
the leaders promised to 
cooperate in

 ending the civil war.










2.
 
assist someone or comply with their requests




•
 
I was the villain for not 
cooperating with

 the FBI.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cooperant

 
/kōˈäp(ə)rənt /






noun













2.
 
cooperator

 
/kōˈäpəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
cooperat-

 ‘worked together,’ from the verb 
cooperari

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
operari

 ‘to work.’





cooperation

 
/kōˌäpəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of working together to the same end




•
 
they worked 
in

 close 
cooperation with

 the AAA.










2.
 
assistance, especially by ready compliance with requests




•
 
we would like to ask for your cooperation in the survey.










3.
 


[Economics]

 the formation and operation of cooperatives.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cooperatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
cooperari

 (see cooperate
 ); later reinforced by French 
coopération

 .





cooperative

 
/kōˈäp(ə)rədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving mutual assistance in working toward a common goal




•
 
every member has clearly defined tasks in a cooperative enterprise.










2.
 
willing to be of assistance




•
 
they have been extremely considerate, polite, and cooperative.










3.
 
(of a farm, business, etc.) owned and run jointly by its members, with profits or benefits shared among them.








II.
 
noun




a farm, business, or other organization that is owned and run jointly by its members, who share the profits or benefits.








III.
 
derivatives





cooperativeness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
cooperativus

 , from Latin 
cooperat-

 ‘worked together,’ from the verb 
cooperari

 (see cooperate
 ).





cooperatively

 
/kōˈäpərədivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves mutual assistance in working towards a common goal




•
 
the two publishers will work cooperatively on poster projects.










2.
 
(in relation to the owning or running of a business) jointly by a group of people, with profits or benefits shared among them




•
 
a cooperatively owned restaurant.




















Cooperative Republic of Guyana






official name for Guyana
 .









Cooper pair

 
/ˈko͞opər, ˈko͝opər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a loosely bound pair of electrons with opposite spins and moving with the same speed in opposite directions, held to be responsible for the phenomenon of superconductivity.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a loosely bound pair of atoms in a superfluid.











– origin

 1960s: named after Leon N. 
Cooper

 (born 1930), American physicist.





Cooper's hawk





I.
 
noun




a North American bird of prey resembling but smaller than the goshawk.

[
Accipiter cooperii

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after William 
Cooper

 (1798–1864), American naturalist.





Cooperstown

 
/ˈko͞opərzˌtoun, ˈko͝op-/






a resort village in central New York, on Otsego Lake, site of the Baseball Hall of Fame; pop. 1,898 (est. 2008).









coopery

 
/ˈko͞opərē/






noun




another term for cooperage
 .













coopetition

 
/kōˌäpəˈtiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




collaboration between business competitors, in the hope of mutually beneficial results.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
cooperative

 and 
competition

 .





co-opt

 
/kōˈäpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appoint to membership of a committee or other body by invitation of the existing members.




2.
 
divert to or use in a role different from the usual or original one




•
 
social scientists were co-opted to work with the development agencies.










3.
 
adopt (an idea or policy) for one's own use




•
 
the green parties have had most of their ideas co-opted by bigger parties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
co-optation

 
/kōˌäpˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
co-option

 
/ˌkōˈäpSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
co-optive

 
/-ˈäptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
cooptare

 , from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
optare

 ‘choose.’





coordinate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kōˈôrdəˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring the different elements of (a complex activity or organization) into a relationship that will ensure efficiency or harmony




•
 
he had responsibility for coordinating Chicago's transportation services.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — negotiate with others in order to work together effectively




•
 
you will coordinate with consultants and other departments on a variety of projects.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — match or harmonize attractively




•
 
the stud fastenings are colored to coordinate with the shirt




•
 (as 
adj.

 
coordinating

 )
 
a variety of coordinating colors.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 form a coordinate bond to (an atom or molecule)




•
 
the sodium atom is coordinated to two oxygen atoms.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/kōˈôrd(ə)nət /



1.
 
equal in rank or importance




•
 
cross references in the catalog link subjects that may be coordinate.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of parts of a compound sentence) equal in rank and fulfilling identical functions.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a type of covalent bond in which one atom provides both the shared electrons.








III.
 
noun

 — 
/kōˈôrd(ə)nət /



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 each of a group of numbers used to indicate the position of a point, line, or plane.




2.
 
(
coordinates

 )
 — matching items of clothing.








IV.
 
derivatives





coordinative

 
/kōˈôrdəˌnādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the senses ‘of the same rank’ and ‘place in the same rank’): from co-
 ‘together’ + Latin 
ordinare

 (from 
ordo

 ‘order’), on the pattern of 
subordinate

 .






Coordinated Universal Time

 
UTC






another term for Greenwich Mean Time
 .










coordinating conjunction

 
/kōˈôrdəˌnādiNG kənˈjəNG(k)SHən/






noun




a conjunction placed between words, phrases, clauses, or sentences of equal rank, e.g., 
and

 , 
but

 , 
or

 .

Contrasted with subordinating conjunction
 .













coordination

 
/kōˌôrdnˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the organization of the different elements of a complex body or activity so as to enable them to work together effectively




•
 
both countries agreed to intensify efforts at economic policy coordination.










2.
 
cooperative effort resulting in an effective relationship




•
 
action groups work 
in coordination with

 local groups to end rain forest destruction.










3.
 
the ability to use different parts of the body together smoothly and efficiently




•
 
changing from one foot position to another requires coordination and balance.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 the linking of atoms by coordinate bonds.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘placing in the same rank’): from French or from late Latin 
coordinatio(n-)

 , based on Latin 
ordo

 , 
ordin-

 ‘order.’





coordination number






noun






[Chemistry]

 the number of atoms or ions immediately surrounding a central atom in a complex or crystal.













coordinator

 
/kōˈôrdənādər/






noun



1.
 
a person whose job is to organize events or activities and to negotiate with others in order to ensure they work together effectively




•
 
a full-time coordinator was appointed to oversee the referral process.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 a word used to connect clauses, sentences, or words of equal syntactic importance (e.g. 
and

 , 
or

 , 
for

 )




•
 
subordinate clauses can be connected with a coordinator.



















coot

 
/ko͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — an aquatic bird of the rail family, with blackish plumage, lobed feet, and a bill that extends back onto the forehead as a horny shield.

[Genus 
Fulica

 , family 
Rallidae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
F. atra

 , which has a white bill and frontal shield.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish or eccentric person, typically an old man.











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Dutch or Low German origin and related to Dutch 
koet

 .





cooter

 
/ˈko͞odər/





I.
 
noun




a North American river turtle with a dull brown shell and typically having yellow stripes on the head.

[Genus 
Pseudemys

 , family 
Emydidae

 : several species, in particular 
P. concinna

 , some races of which are known as sliders.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





cootie

 
/ˈko͞odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a body louse.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a children's term for an imaginary germ or repellent quality transmitted by obnoxious or slovenly people.











– origin

 World War I: perhaps from Malay 
kutu

 , denoting a parasitic biting insect.





co-own

 
/kōˈōn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
own (something) jointly.













co-owner

 
/ˌkōˈōnər/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns something jointly with another or others




•
 
she is co-owner of her own clothing label.














II.
 
derivatives





co-ownership






noun





















cooze

 
/ko͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a woman, especially one regarded as sexually attractive or promiscuous.











– origin

 1950s: origin uncertain.






cop1


 
/käp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a police officer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch or arrest (an offender)




•
 
he was copped for speeding.










2.
 
incur (something unwelcome)




•
 
the team's captain copped most of the blame.










3.
 


(US)

 obtain (an illegal drug)




•
 
he copped some hash for me.










4.
 
steal




•
 
he watched her cop a pair of earrings and then nabbed her at the door.










5.
 
receive or attain (something welcome)




•
 
she copped an award for her role in the film.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 strike (an attitude or pose)




•
 
I copped an attitude—I acted real tough.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cop a feel








‹informal›

 fondle someone sexually, especially in a surreptitious way or without their permission.









2.
 
cop hold of






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 take hold of




•
 
cop hold of the suitcase, I'm off.















3.
 
cop a plea








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 engage in plea bargaining.









4.
 
good cop, bad cop








‹informal›

 used to refer to a police interrogation technique in which one officer feigns a sympathetic or protective attitude while another adopts an aggressive approach




•
 
they'll bring you into the station and 
play good cop, bad cop

 with you




•
 


‹figurative›

 a Jekyll and Hyde CEO is good cop, bad cop rolled into one expensive suit.















5.
 
it's a fair cop








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 see fair
 1
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
cop out








‹informal›

 avoid doing something that one ought to do




•
 
he copped out at the last moment.















2.
 
cop to








(US)

 
‹informal›

 accept or admit to




•
 
there are a lot of people who don't cop to their past.





















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a verb): perhaps from obsolete 
cap

 ‘arrest,’ from Old French 
caper

 ‘seize,’ from Latin 
capere

 . The noun is from copper
 2
 .





cop2


 
/käp/





I.
 
noun




a conical or cylindrical roll of thread wound onto a spindle.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: possibly from Old English 
cop

 ‘summit, top.’





Copacabana Beach

 
/ˌkōpəkəˌbanə ˈbēCH/






a resort on the Atlantic coast of Brazil near Rio de Janeiro.









copacetic

 
/ˌkōpəˈsedik /

 
copasetic





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in excellent order.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





copal

 
/ˈkōpəl/





I.
 
noun




resin from any of a number of tropical trees, used to make varnish.

[The resin is obtained from trees in the families 
Leguminosae

 (genera 
Guibourtia

 , 
Copaifera

 , and 
Trachylobium

 ) and 
Araucariaceae

 (genus 
Agathis

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Spanish from Nahuatl 
copalli

 ‘incense.’





Copán

 
/kōˈpän/






an ancient Mayan city, the ruins of which are in western Honduras near the Guatemalan frontier.









co-parent

 
/kōˈperənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
co-parenting

 )


1.
 
(especially of a separated or unmarried couple) share the duties of parenting (a child).








II.
 
noun




a person who co-parents a child.













copartner

 
/ˈkōˌpärtnər/





I.
 
noun




a partner or associate, especially an equal partner in a business.








II.
 
derivatives





copartnership






noun





















copayment

 
/kōˈpāmənt /

 
copay






noun




a payment made by a beneficiary (especially for health services) in addition to that made by an insurer.














COPD






abbreviation






[Medicine]

 chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, involving constriction of the airways and difficulty or discomfort in breathing.














cope1


 
/kōp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) deal effectively with something difficult




•
 
his ability to 
cope with

 stress




•
 
it all got too much for me and I couldn't cope.










2.
 
(of a machine or system) have the capacity to deal successfully with




•
 
the roads are barely adequate to 
cope with

 the present traffic.














II.
 
derivatives





coper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘meet in battle, come to blows’): from Old French 
coper

 , 
colper

 , from 
cop

 , 
colp

 ‘a blow,’ via Latin from Greek 
kolaphos

 ‘blow with the fist.’






cope2


 
/kōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, loose cloak worn by a priest or bishop on ceremonial occasions.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 a thing resembling or likened to a cloak




•
 
the bay and the square were a seamless cope.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
coped

 )


1.
 
(in building) cover (a joint or structure) with a coping.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a long outdoor cloak): from medieval Latin 
capa

 , variant of late Latin 
cappa

 (see cap
 1
 and cape
 1
 ).






Copenhagen

 
/ˈkōpənˌhāɡən ˈkōpənˌhäɡən/






the capital and chief port of Denmark, a city that occupies the eastern part of Zealand and northern part of the island of Amager; pop. 518,574 (2009).

Danish name København
 .









copepod

 
/ˈkōpəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a small or microscopic aquatic crustacean of the large class 
Copepoda

 .













Copepoda

 
/kōˈpepədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large class of small aquatic crustaceans, many of which occur in plankton and some of which are parasitic on larger aquatic animals.







– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
kōpē

 ‘handle, oar’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ (because of its paddlelike feet).





Copernican

 
/kəˈpərnik(ə)n/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the astronomical theories of Nicolaus Copernicus




•
 
the Copernican heliocentric solar system.




















Copernican system

 
/kəˈpərnikən ˌsistəm /

 
Copernican theory





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the theory that the sun is the center of the solar system, with the planets (including the earth) orbiting around it.

Compare with Ptolemaic system
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: named after 
Copernicus

 (see Copernicus, Nicolaus
 ).





copernicium

 
/kōpərˈnisēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cn

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 112, a highly unstable substance that is produced artificially.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from the name of Nicolaus 
Copernicus

 + -ium
 .






Copernicus, Nicolaus

 
/kəˈpərnikəs/






(1473–1543), Polish astronomer; Latinized name of 
Mikołaj Kopernik

 . He proposed a model of the solar system in which the planets orbit in perfect circles around the sun; his work ultimately led to rejection of the established geocentric cosmology.










copestone

 
/ˈkōpˌstōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat stone forming part of the coping of a wall.




2.
 
the highest stone in a building, wall, or structure.




3.
 
a finishing touch or crowning achievement.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from cope
 2
 + stone
 .





copiable

 
/ˈkäpēəbəl/






adjective




able to be copied, especially legitimately photocopied.













copier

 
/ˈkäpēər/






noun




a machine that makes exact copies of something, especially documents, video or audio recordings, or software.













copilot

 
/ˈkōˌpīlət/





I.
 
noun




a second pilot in an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as the copilot of (an aircraft).













coping

 
/ˈkōpiNG/





I.
 
noun




the top, typically sloping, course of a brick or stone wall.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the verb cope
 2
 , originally meaning ‘dress in a cope,’ hence ‘to cover.’





coping saw

 
/ˈkōpiNG ˌsô/





I.
 
noun




a saw with a very narrow blade stretched across a U-shaped frame, used for cutting curves in wood.











– origin

 1920s: 
coping

 from cope
 2
 , used to describe likeness to a vault, arch, canopy, etc., based on Latin 
cappa

 ‘cap or cape.’





coping stone

 
/ˈkōpiNG ˈˌstōn/






noun




chiefly British term for copestone
 .













copious

 
/ˈkōpēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
abundant in supply or quantity




•
 
she took copious notes.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 profuse in speech or ideas




•
 
I had been a little too copious in talking of my country.














II.
 
derivatives





copiousness

 
/ˈkōpēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
copieux

 or Latin 
copiosus

 , from 
copia

 ‘plenty.’





copiously

 
/ˈkōpēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in large quantities




•
 
I was drinking copiously.










2.
 
in an expansive or wide-ranging way




•
 
his book is copiously annotated with references to the current debates.



















coplanar

 
/kōˈplānər/





I.
 
adjective






[Geometry]

 in the same plane.








II.
 
derivatives





coplanarity

 
/ˌkōˌplāˈne(ə)ritē /






noun





















Copland, Aaron

 
/ˈkōplənd/






(1900–90), US composer, pianist, and conductor. He established a distinctive American style in his compositions, borrowing from jazz, folk, and other traditional music. Notable works: 
Music for the Theater

 (1925), 
Appalachian Spring

 (1944), and 
Fanfare for the Common Man

 (1942).









Copley, John Singleton

 
/ˈkäplē/






(1738–1815), US painter. He is noted for his portraits and for paintings such as 
The Death of Chatham

 (1779–80), one of the first large-scale paintings of contemporary events.









copolymer

 
/kōˈpäləmər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer made by reaction of two different monomers, with units of more than one kind.













copolymerize

 
/ˌkōˈpäləmərīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 polymerize together to form a copolymer.








II.
 
derivatives





copolymerization

 
/kōˌpäləmərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















cop-out

 
/ˈkäp ˌout/






noun






‹informal›

 an instance of avoiding a commitment or responsibility




•
 
being ‘average’ is the lazy person's cop-out.




















copper1


 
/ˈkäpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Cu

 )
 — a red-brown metal, the chemical element of atomic number 29.

Copper was the earliest metal to be used by humans, first by itself and then later alloyed with tin to form bronze. A ductile, easily worked metal, it is a very good conductor of heat and electricity and is used esp. for electrical wiring.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a copper coin, especially a penny




•
 
you could hire a raft for a few coppers.










3.
 
a reddish-brown color like that of copper.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a small butterfly of North America and Eurasia. The upper surface of its wings is typically bright reddish-orange or purple.

[Genus 
Lycaena

 , family 
Lycaenidae

 : numerous species, including the 
American copper

 (
L. phlaeas

 ) of the eastern US and arctic North America.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or coat (something) with copper.











– origin

 Old English 
copor

 , 
coper

 (related to Dutch 
koper

 and German 
Kupfer

 ), based on late Latin 
cuprum

 , from Latin 
cyprium aes

 ‘Cyprus metal’ (so named because Cyprus was the chief source).






copper2


 
/ˈkäpər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a police officer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cop
 1
 + -er
 1
 .





copperas

 
/ˈkäpərəs/





I.
 
noun




green crystals of hydrated ferrous sulfate, especially as an industrial product.











– origin

 late Middle English 
coperose

 , from Old French 
couperose

 , from medieval Latin 
cuperosa

 , literally ‘flower of copper,’ from late Latin 
cuprum

 (see copper
 1
 ) + 
rosa

 ‘rose,’ translating Greek 
khalkanthon

 .





copper beech

 
/ˈkäpər bēCH/






noun




a variety of European beech tree with purplish-brown leaves.













Copperbelt

 
/ˈkäpərˌbelt/






a mining region in central Zambia that has rich deposits of copper, cobalt, and uranium; chief town, Ndola.










copperhead

 
/ˈkäpərˌhed/






noun




any of a number of stout-bodied venomous snakes with coppery-pink or reddish-brown coloration, in particular

[● a North American pit viper (
Agkistrodon contortrix

 , family 
Viperidae

 ). Also called highland moccasin
 ● an Australian snake of the cobra family (genus 
Austrelaps

 , family 
Elapidae

 , in particular 
A. superbus

 ).]













copperplate

 
/ˈkäpərˌplāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a polished copper plate with a design engraved or etched into it.




2.
 
a print made from a copperplate.




3.
 
a style of neat, round handwriting, usually slanted and looped, the thick and thin strokes being made by pressure with a flexible metal nib.

[the copybooks for this round hand were originally printed from copperplates.]








II.
 
adjective




of or in copperplate writing.













coppersmith

 
/ˈkäpərˌsmiTH/






noun



1.
 
a person who makes things out of copper.




2.
 
(also 
coppersmith barbet

 )
 — the crimson-breasted barbet of Southeast Asia, which has a red breast band, a streaked belly, and a repetitive metallic call.

[
Megalaima haemacephala

 , family 
Capitonidae

 .]













copper sulfate

 
/ˈkäpər ˈsəlˌfāt/






noun




a blue crystalline solid used in electroplating and as a fungicide.

[Chem. formula: CuSO4
 .5H2
 O.]













coppery

 
/ˈkäpərē/






adjective




like copper, especially in color




•
 
his hair was fine and coppery.




















coppice

 
/ˈkäpəs /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun




an area of woodland in which the trees or shrubs are, or formerly were, periodically cut back to ground level to stimulate growth and provide firewood or timber.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut back (a tree or shrub) to ground level periodically to stimulate growth


(as 
adj.

 
coppiced

 )


•
 
coppiced timber.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
copeiz

 , based on medieval Latin 
colpus

 ‘a blow’ (see cope
 1
 ). Compare with copse
 .





Coppola, Francis Ford

 
/ˈkäpələ/






(1939–), US movie director, writer, and producer. He is known for 
The Godfather

 (1972) and its two sequels, which chart the fortunes of a New York Mafia family over several generations. Other notable movies include 
The Conversation

 (1974) and 
Apocalypse Now

 (1979).









copra

 
/ˈkäprə/





I.
 
noun




dried coconut kernels, from which oil is obtained.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Portuguese and Spanish from Malayalam 
koppara

 ‘coconut.’





copro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to dung or feces




•
 
coprophagia




•
 
coprophilia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kopros

 ‘dung.’





coprocessor

 
/kōˈpräsesər/






noun






[Computing]

 a microprocessor designed to supplement the capabilities of the primary processor.













coproduce

 
/ˌkōprəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce (a theatrical work or a radio or television program) jointly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coproducer






noun













2.
 
coproduction

 
/kōprəˈdəkSH(ə)n /






noun





















co-producer






noun




a person who produces a recording, theatrical work, television program, etc. jointly with another or others




•
 
the co-producer of the musical.



















co-production

 
/kōprəˈdəkSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the production of a recording, theatrical work, television program, etc., jointly with another or others




•
 
the co-production of quality programming.










2.
 
a recording, theatrical work, television program, etc., that is produced jointly with another or others




•
 
half of the films have been co-productions with foreign partners.



















coprolalia

 
/ˌkäprəˈlālēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 the involuntary and repetitive use of obscene language, as a symptom of mental illness or organic brain disease.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kopros

 ‘dung’ + 
lalia

 ‘speech, chatter.’






coprolite

 
/ˈkäprəˌlīt/






noun






[Paleontology]

 a piece of fossilized dung.













coprology

 
/kəˈpräləjē/






noun




another term for scatology
 .













coprophagy

 
/kəˈpräfəjē /

 
coprophagia





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the eating of feces or dung.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coprophagic

 
/ˌkäprəˈfajik /






adjective













2.
 
coprophagous

 
/-ˈpräfəɡəs /






adjective






[chiefly Zoology]























coprophilia

 
/ˌkäprəˈfilēə/






noun




abnormal interest and pleasure in feces and defecation.













cops and robbers






plural noun



1.
 
a children's game of hiding and chasing, in which the participants pretend to be police and criminals.




2.
 
a simplistic polarization of the conflict between criminals and police, seen virtually as a game; a lifestyle centered around this




•
 
to him this could be a lark, a bit of cops and robbers.




















copse

 
/käps/





I.
 
noun




a small group of trees.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: shortened from coppice
 .





cop shop

 
/ˈkäp ˌSHäp/






noun






‹informal›

 a police station.













Copt

 
/käpt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native Egyptian in the Hellenistic and Roman periods.




2.
 
a member of the Coptic Church.











– origin

 from French 
Copte

 or modern Latin 
Coptus

 , from Arabic 
al-ḳibṭ

 , 
al-ḳubṭ

 ‘Copts,’ from Coptic 
Gyptios

 , from Greek 
Aiguptios

 ‘Egyptian.’





copter

 
/ˈkäptər/






noun




informal term for helicopter
 .













Coptic

 
/ˈkäptik/





I.
 
noun




the language of the Copts, which represents the final stage of ancient Egyptian. It now survives only as the liturgical language of the Coptic Church.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Copts or their language.













Coptic Church






the native Christian Church in Egypt, traditionally founded by St. Mark, and adhering to the Monophysite doctrine rejected by the Council of Chalcedon. Long persecuted after the Muslim Arab conquest of Egypt in the 7th century, the Coptic community now make up about 5 percent of Egypt's population.










copula

 
/ˈkäpyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Logic]

 
[Grammar]

 a connecting word, in particular a form of the verb 
be

 connecting a subject and complement.








II.
 
derivatives





copular

 
/ˈkäpyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin,‘connection, linking of words,’ from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
apere

 ‘fasten.’






copulate

 
/ˈkäpyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have sexual intercourse.








II.
 
derivatives





copulatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘join’): from Latin 
copulat-

 ‘fastened together,’ from the verb 
copulare

 , from 
copula

 (see copula
 ).





copulation

 
/ˌkäpyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




sexual intercourse




•
 
males may seek copulation with the breeding female.




















copulative

 
/ˈkäpyəlādiv ˈkäpyələdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word) connecting words or clauses linked in sense.

Compare with disjunctive
 .




2.
 
connecting a subject and predicate.




3.
 
of or relating to sexual intercourse.








II.
 
derivatives





copulatively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
copulatif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
copulativus

 , from 
copulat-

 ‘coupled,’ from the verb 
copulare

 (see copulate
 ).





copy

 
/ˈkäpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing made to be similar or identical to another




•
 
the problem is telling which is the original document and which the copy.










2.
 
a single specimen of a particular book, record, or other publication or issue




•
 
the record has sold more than a million copies.










3.
 
matter to be printed




•
 
copy for the next issue must be submitted by the beginning of the month.










4.
 
material for a newspaper or magazine article




•
 
it is an unfortunate truth of today's media that bad news makes good copy.










5.
 
the text of an advertisement




•
 
“No more stubble—no more trouble,” trumpeted their ad copy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a similar or identical version of; reproduce




•
 
each form had to be copied and sent to a different department.










2.
 


[Computing]

 reproduce (data stored in one location) in another location




•
 
the command will 
copy

 a file 
from

 one disc 
to

 another.










3.
 
write out information that one has read or heard




•
 
he copied the details into his notebook




•
 
I began to 
copy out

 the addresses.










4.
 
(
copy something to

 )
 — send a copy of a letter to (a third party).




5.
 
(
copy someone in

 )
 — send someone a copy of an email that is addressed to a third party




•
 
I attached the document and copied him in so he'd know it had been sent.










6.
 
imitate the style or behaviour of




•
 
lifestyles that were 
copied from

 Miami and Fifth Avenue




•
 
she was such fun that everybody wanted to copy her




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
art students 
copied from

 approved old masters.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — hear or understand someone speaking on a radio transmitter




•
 
this is Edwards, do you copy, over.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a transcript or copy of a document): from Old French 
copie

 (noun), 
copier

 (verb), from Latin 
copia

 ‘abundance’ (in medieval Latin ‘transcript,’ from such phrases as 
copiam describendi facere

 ‘give permission to transcribe’).





copybook

 
/ˈkäpēˌbo͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a book containing models of handwriting for learners to imitate.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
exactly in accordance with established criteria; perfect.




2.
 
tritely conventional




•
 
out come the copybook maxims.



















copycat

 
/ˈkäpēˌkat/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 (especially in children's use) a person who copies another's behavior, dress, or ideas.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 denoting an action, typically a crime, carried out in imitation of another




•
 
copycat killings.



















copydesk

 
/ˈkäpēˌdesk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a desk in a newspaper office at which copy is edited for printing.













copyedit

 
/ˈkäpēˌedət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
edit (text to be printed) by checking its consistency and accuracy.








II.
 
derivatives





copyeditor

 
/ˈkäpēˌedətər /

 
copy editor






noun





















copyhold

 
/ˈkäpēˌhōld/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 tenure of land based on manorial records.













copyholder

 
/ˈkäpēˌhōldər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
copy holder

 )
 — a clasp or stand for holding sheets of text while it is keyed or typed.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a person who holds land in copyhold.













copyist

 
/ˈkäpēist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes copies, especially of handwritten documents or music.




2.
 
a person who imitates the styles of others, especially in art.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from copy
 + -ist
 ; replacing earlier 
copist

 , from French 
copiste

 or medieval Latin 
copista

 , from 
copiare

 ‘to copy,’ from 
copia

 (see copy
 ).





copyleft

 
/ˈkäpēˌleft/





I.
 
noun




an arrangement whereby software or artistic work may be used, modified, and distributed freely on condition that anything derived from it is bound by the same condition.








II.
 
derivatives





copylefted






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: on the pattern of 
copyright

 .





copyright

 
/ˈkäpēˌrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exclusive legal right, given to an originator or an assignee to print, publish, perform, film, or record literary, artistic, or musical material, and to authorize others to do the same




•
 
he issued a writ for breach of copyright




•
 
works whose copyrights had lapsed.










2.
 
a particular literary, artistic, or musical work that is covered by copyright.








II.
 
adjective




protected by copyright




•
 
permission to reproduce photographs and other copyright material.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure copyright for (material).








IV.
 
derivatives





copyrightable






adjective





















copyright library






noun






(Brit.)

 a library entitled to receive one free copy of each book, pamphlet, map, music sheet or score, and periodical published in the UK.

See also Bodleian Library
 .













copywriter

 
/ˈkäpiˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun




a person who writes the text of advertisements or publicity material.








II.
 
derivatives





copywriting

 
/-ˌrītiNG /






noun





















coq au vin

 
/ˌkōk ō ˈvaN, ˌkäk/





I.
 
noun




a casserole of chicken pieces cooked in red wine.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘cock in wine.’





coquet

 
/kōˈket/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 behave flirtatiously; flirt.








II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a man who flirts.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as adj. in sense ‘amorous’): from French 
coqueter

 (see coquetry
 ).






coquetry

 
/ˈkōkətrē kōˈketrē/





I.
 
noun




flirtatious behavior or a flirtatious manner.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
coquetterie

 , from 
coqueter

 ‘to flirt,’ from 
coquet

 ‘wanton’ (see coquette
 ).






coquette

 
/kōˈket/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman who flirts.




2.
 
a crested Central and South American hummingbird, typically with green plumage, a reddish crest, and elongated cheek feathers.

[
Lophornis

 and two other genera, family 
Trochilidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, feminine of 
coquet

 ‘wanton,’ diminutive of 
coq

 ‘cock.’





coquettish

 
/kōˈkediSH/





I.
 
adjective




behaving in such a way as to suggest a playful sexual attraction; flirtatious




•
 
a coquettish grin.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coquettishly

 
/kōˈkediSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
coquettishness

 
/kōˈkediSHnəs /






noun





















coqui

 
/ˈkōkē/





I.
 
noun




a singing tree frog (
Eleutherodactylus coqui

 ), native to Puerto Rico, that has become an invasive pest in Hawaii.











– origin

 imitative of the male's call.





coquina

 
/kōˈkēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft limestone of broken shells, used in road-making in the Caribbean and Florida.




2.
 
(also 
coquina clam

 )
 — a small bivalve mollusk with a wedge-shaped shell that has a wide variety of colors and patterns.

[Genus 
Donax

 , family 
Donacidae

 : several species, including the edible 
American coquina

 (
D. variabilis

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘cockle,’ based on Latin 
concha

 (see conch
 ).






coquito

 
/kōˈkēdō/





I.
 
noun




a thick-trunked Chilean palm tree that yields large amounts of sweet sap (palm honey) and fiber.

Also called Chilean wine palm
 . [
Jubaea chilensis

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
coco

 ‘coconut.’





cor

 
/kôr/





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 expressing surprise, excitement, admiration, or alarm




•
 
“Cor! That's a beautiful black eye you've got!”














II.
 
phrases





cor blimey







/ˌkôr ˈblīmē /

 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 see blimey
 .















– origin

 1930s: alteration of God
 .





Cor.






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 coroner.




2.
 


[Bible]

 Corinthians.













cor-






prefix




variant spelling of com-
 assimilated before 
r

 (as in 
corrode

 , 
corrugate

 ).













Cora

 
/ˈkôrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of western Mexico.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Cora.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cora or their language.














coracle

 
/ˈkôrəkəl ˈkärəkəl/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Wales and Ireland) a small, round boat made of wickerwork covered with a watertight material, propelled with a paddle.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Welsh 
corwgl

 , 
cwrwgl

 , related to Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
curach

 ‘small boat’; compare with currach
 .





coracoid

 
/ˈkôrəˌkoid/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a short projection from the shoulder blade in mammals, to which part of the biceps is attached.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
coracoides

 , from Greek 
korakoeidēs

 ‘ravenlike,’ from 
korax

 ‘raven’ (because of the resemblance to a raven's beak).





coral

 
/ˈkôrəl ˈkärəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard stony substance secreted by certain marine coelenterates as an external skeleton, typically forming large reefs in warm seas


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a coral reef.










2.
 
precious red coral, used in jewelry.




3.
 
the pinkish-red color of red coral.




4.
 
a sedentary coelenterate of warm and tropical seas, with a calcareous, horny, or soft skeleton. Most corals are colonial and many rely on the presence of green algae in their tissues to obtain energy from sunlight.

[Several orders in the class 
Anthozoa

 , including the ‘true’ or 
stony corals

 (order 
Scleractinia

 or 
Madreporaria

 ), which form reefs, the 
soft corals

 (order 
Alcyonacea

 ), and the 
horny corals

 (order 
Gorgonacea

 ).]




5.
 
the unfertilized roe of a lobster or scallop, which is used as food and becomes reddish when cooked.








II.
 
derivatives





coralloid

 
/-ˌloid /






adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 
[Zoology]





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
corallum

 , from Greek 
korallion

 , 
kouralion

 .






coral bells






noun




a red-flowered heuchera (
Heuchera sanguinea

 ) native to the southwestern US, but established elsewhere with many ornamental cultivars.













coralberry

 
/ˈkôrəlˌberē, ˈkär-/






noun




an evergreen North American shrub of the honeysuckle family, which has fragrant white flowers followed by deep red berries.

[
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













coral fungus






noun




a widely distributed fungus that produces a fruiting body composed of upright branching fingerlike projections that resemble coral, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Clavulina

 , 
Ramaria

 , and other genera, several families, class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]













Coral Gables






a resort and commercial city in southeastern Florida, just southwest of Miami, on Biscayne Bay; pop. 42,781 (est. 2008).









coralita

 
/ˌkôrəˈlētə, ˌkärə-/





I.
 
noun




a pink-flowered climbing vine native to Mexico and the Caribbean, grown as an ornamental.

[
Antigonon leptopus

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from American Spanish 
coralito

 , diminutive of Spanish 
coral

 ‘coral.’





coralline

 
/ˈkôrələn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a branching reddish seaweed with a calcareous jointed stem.

[Family 
Corallinaceae

 , phylum 
Rhodophyta

 , in particular 
Corallina officinalis

 , which is common on the coasts of the North Atlantic.]




2.
 
(in general use) a sedentary colonial marine animal, especially a bryozoan.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 derived or formed from coral




•
 
the islands were volcanic rather than coralline in origin.










2.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 of the pinkish-red color of precious red coral.




3.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 resembling coral




•
 
coralline sponges.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the noun from Italian 
corallina

 , diminutive of 
corallo

 ‘coral,’ the adjective (mid 17th cent.) from French 
corallin

 or late Latin 
corallinus

 , both based on Latin 
corallum

 ‘coral.’





corallite

 
/ˈkôrəˌlīt, ˈkär-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Paleontology]

 the cuplike calcareous skeleton of a single coral polyp.




2.
 


[Paleontology]

 a fossil coral.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
corallum

 ‘coral’ + -ite
 1
 .





coral reef






noun




a ridge of rock in the sea formed by the growth and deposit of coral




•
 
the small island is enclosed in the middle of the coral reef.




















coralroot

 
/ˈkôrəlˌro͞ot/






noun



1.
 
a leafless orchid that has inconspicuous flowers and lacks chlorophyll. It has a pale knobbly rhizome that obtains nourishment from decaying organic matter.

[Genus 
Corallorhiza

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 : several species, including the widespread 
C. trifida

 .]




2.
 
another term for cockscomb
 (
sense

 3).













Coral Sea






a part of the western Pacific Ocean that is surrounded by Australia, New Guinea, and Vanuatu, the scene of a naval battle between US and Japanese carriers in 1942 during World War II.









coral snake

 
/ˈkôrəl ˌsnāk/






noun




a brightly colored venomous snake of the cobra family, typically having conspicuous bands of red, yellow, white, and black.

Compare with false coral snake
 . [
Micrurus

 and other genera in the family 
Elapidae

 : numerous species.]













coral spot

 
coral spot disease






noun




a common fungal disease of trees and shrubs, appearing as numerous minute pink or dark red cushionlike bodies on the twigs and branches and causing dieback.

[
Nectria cinnabarina

 , family 
Hypocreaceae

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]













Coral Springs






a residential city in southeastern Florida; pop. 125,783 (est. 2008).









coral tree






noun




a tropical or subtropical thorny shrub or tree with showy red or orange flowers that are pollinated by birds.

[Genus 
Erythrina

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]














corbeil

 
/ˈkôrbəl, kôrˈbā/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a representation in stone of a basket of flowers.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
corbeille

 ‘basket,’ from late Latin 
corbicula

 ‘small basket,’ diminutive of 
corbis

 .





corbeille

 
/ˈkôrbəl, kôrˈbā/





I.
 
noun




an elegant basket of flowers or fruit.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French,‘basket’ (see also corbeil
 ).






corbel

 
/ˈkôrbəl/





I.
 
noun




a projection jutting out from a wall to support a structure above it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be corbeled out

 )


1.
 
support (a structure such as an arch or balcony) on corbels.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
corp

 ‘crow,’ from Latin 
corvus

 ‘raven’ (perhaps because of the shape of a corbel, resembling a crow's beak).





corbel table






noun




a projecting course of bricks or stones resting on corbels.













Corbett, James John

 
/ˈkôrbit/






(1866–1933), US boxer; known as 
Gentleman Jim

 . He was world heavyweight champion 1892–97.










corbicula

 
/kôrˈbikyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 another term for pollen basket
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin.





corbie

 
/ˈkôrbē/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 a raven, crow, or rook.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
corb

 , variant of 
corp

 ‘crow’ (see corbel
 ).






corbiesteps

 
/ˈkôrbēˌsteps /

 
corbie steps






noun




the steplike projections on the sloping part of a gable, common in Flemish architecture and 16- and 17th-century Scottish buildings.

Also called crow steps
 .













Corbin, Margaret

 
/ˈkôrbin/






(1751–1800), American Revolution heroine; born 
Margaret Cochran

 . After her husband's death in the attack on Fort Washington in New York in 1776, she took his place at his cannon until becoming severely wounded. She was the first woman to be pensioned by the US government.









Corcovado

 
/ˌkôrkōˈvädō/






a peak that rises to 2,310 feet (711 m) on the south side of Rio de Janeiro. A statue of Jesus Christ (named “Christ the Redeemer”), 131 feet (40 m) high, stands on its summit.









Corcyra

 
/kôrˈsīrə/






ancient Greek name for Corfu
 .










cord

 
/kôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
long thin flexible string or rope made from several twisted strands




•
 
hang the picture from a rail on a length of cord.










2.
 
a length of string or rope used to fasten or move a specified object




•
 
a dressing-gown cord.










3.
 
an anatomical structure resembling a length of cord (e.g., the spinal cord, the umbilical cord)




•
 
the baby was still attached to its mother by the cord.










4.
 
a flexible insulated cable used for carrying electric current to an appliance.




5.
 
ribbed fabric, especially corduroy


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
cord jackets.










6.
 
(
cords

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 corduroy pants




•
 
he was dressed in faded black cords.










7.
 
a cordlike rib on fabric.




8.
 
a measure of cut wood, usually 128 cubic feet (3.62 cu m).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach a cord to.








III.
 
phrases





cut the (umbilical) cord






cease to rely on someone or something protective or supportive and begin to act independently.












IV.
 
derivatives





cordlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
corde

 , from Latin 
chorda

 , from Greek 
khordē

 ‘gut, string of a musical instrument.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at chord
 2
 .





cordage

 
/ˈkôrdij/





I.
 
noun




cords or ropes, especially in a ship's rigging.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, from 
corde

 ‘rope’ (see cord
 ).





cordate

 
/ˈkôrdāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 heart-shaped.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘wise, prudent’): from Latin 
cordatus

 ‘wise’ (in modern Latin ‘heart-shaped’), from 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart.’





Corday, Charlotte

 
/kôrˈdā/






(1768–93), French political assassin; full name 
Marie Anne Charlotte Corday d'Armont

 . In 1793, she assassinated revolutionary leader Jean Paul Marat in his bath; she was found guilty of treason and guillotined four days later.









cord blood






noun




blood from the human umbilical cord, a source of stem cells.













cord cutter






noun






‹informal›

 a person who cancels or forgoes a cable television subscription or landline phone connection in favor of an alternative Internet-based or wireless service




•
 
a popular way for cord cutters to view programming on their TV is with a streaming video box.



















cord cutting






noun






‹informal›

 the practice of canceling or forgoing a cable television subscription or landline telephone connection in favor of an alternative Internet-based or wireless service




•
 
the cable industry has seen a decline in television subscribers as customers engage in cord cutting.



















corded

 
/ˈkôrdəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of cloth) ribbed.




2.
 
(of a tensed muscle) standing out so as to resemble a piece of cord.




3.
 
equipped with a cord




•
 
a corded waistband




•
 
corded and cordless phones.



















cordgrass

 
/ˈkôrdɡras/






noun




a coarse wiry coastal grass that is sometimes used to stabilize mudflats.

[Genus 
Spartina

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













cordial

 
/ˈkôrjəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
warm and friendly




•
 
the atmosphere was cordial and relaxed.










2.
 
strongly felt




•
 
I earned his cordial loathing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for liqueur
 .




2.
 
a comforting or pleasant-tasting medicine.








III.
 
derivatives





cordiality

 
/ˌkôrjēˈalədē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘belonging to the heart’): from medieval Latin 
cordialis

 , from Latin 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart.’





cordially

 
/ˈkôrjəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a warm and friendly way




•
 
he was greeted cordially by the archbishop.










2.
 
with intense feeling




•
 
he was cordially detested for his brutality and injustice.



















cordierite

 
/ˈkôrdēəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark blue mineral occurring chiefly in metamorphic rocks. It consists of an aluminosilicate of magnesium, and also occurs as a dichroic gem variety.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Pierre L. A. 
Cordier

 (1777–1861), French geologist, + -ite
 1
 .





cordiform

 
/ˈkôrdəˌfôrm/






adjective




heart-shaped.













cordillera

 
/ˌkôrdlˈ(y)erə/





I.
 
noun




a system or group of parallel mountain ranges together with the intervening plateaus and other features, especially in the Andes or the Rockies.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Spanish, from 
cordilla

 , diminutive of 
cuerda

 ‘cord,’ from Latin 
chorda

 (see cord
 ).





cording

 
/ˈkôrdiNG/






noun




cord or braid, especially that used as a decorative fabric trimming.













cordite

 
/ˈkôrˌdīt/





I.
 
noun




a smokeless explosive made from nitrocellulose, nitroglycerine, and petroleum jelly, used in ammunition.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cord
 (because of its stringlike appearance) + -ite
 1
 .





cordless

 
/ˈkôrdləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of an electrical appliance or telephone) working without connection to a main supply or central unit.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the cordless

 )


1.
 
a cordless telephone




•
 
I keep the cordless with me at all times.



















cordoba

 
/ˈkôrdəbə, -dəvə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Nicaragua, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 named after F. Fernández de 
Córdoba

 , a 16th-cent. Spanish governor of Nicaragua.





Cordoba

 
/kôrˈdəbə kôrˈdəvə /

 
Cordova
 , Córdoba





I.
 
a city in Andalusia, in southern Spain; pop. 325,453 (2008). Founded by the Carthaginians, it was under Moorish rule from 711 to 1236 and was renowned for its architecture, particularly the Great Mosque.




II.
 
a city in central Argentina; pop. 1,319,000 (est. 2005).










cordon

 
/ˈkôrdn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or circle of police, soldiers, or guards preventing access to or from an area or building




•
 
troops threw a cordon around the headquarters.










2.
 
an ornamental cord or braid.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 another term for stringcourse
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
cordon off

 )


1.
 
prevent access to or from (an area or building) by surrounding it with police or other guards




•
 
the city center was cordoned off after fires were discovered in two stores.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an ornamental braid worn on the person): from Italian 
cordone

 , augmentative of 
corda

 , and French 
cordon

 , diminutive of 
corde

 , both from Latin 
chorda

 ‘string, rope’ (see cord
 ). 
Sense

 3 
of the

 noun, the earliest of the current noun senses, dates from the early 18th cent.





cordon bleu

 
/ˌkôrdôn ˈblə/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Cooking]

 of the highest class




•
 
a cordon bleu chef.










2.
 


[Cooking]

 denoting a dish consisting of an escalope of veal or chicken rolled, filled with cheese and ham, and then fried in breadcrumbs.








II.
 
noun




a cook of the highest class.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun, often specifically denoting a first-class cook): French, literally ‘blue ribbon.’ The blue ribbon once signified the highest order of chivalry in the reign of the Bourbon kings.





cordon sanitaire

 
/ˌkôrdôn ˌsänēˈter/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a guarded line preventing anyone from leaving an area infected by a disease and thus spreading it.




2.
 
a measure designed to prevent communication or the spread of undesirable influences




•
 
these rules help to reinforce the cordon sanitaire around the Pentagon.










3.
 
a series or chain of small neutral buffer states around a larger, potentially dangerous or hostile state.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
cordon

 ‘line, border’ (see cordon
 ) + 
sanitaire

 ‘sanitary.’





cordovan

 
/ˈkôrdəvən/





I.
 
noun




a kind of soft leather made originally from goatskin and now from horsehide.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
cordován

 , former spelling of 
cordobán

 ‘of Cordoba’ (see Cordoba
 (
sense

 1)), where it was originally made.





Cordura

 
/kôrˈd(y)o͝orə/






noun






‹trademark›

 a durable synthetic fabric.













corduroy

 
/ˈkôrdəˌroi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick cotton fabric with velvety ribs.




2.
 
(
corduroys

 )
 — pants made of corduroy.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably from cord
 ‘ribbed fabric’ + 
duroy

 , denoting a kind of lightweight worsted formerly made in the West of England; of unknown origin.





corduroy road

 
/ˈkôrdəˌroi rōd/






noun






‹historical›

 a road made of tree trunks laid across a swamp.













cordwood

 
/ˈkôrdwo͝od/






noun




wood that has been cut into uniform lengths, used especially as firewood.














core

 
/kôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tough central part of various fruits, containing the seeds




•
 
quarter the pears, remove the cores then slice again into wedges.










2.
 
the central or most important part of something.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the part of something that is central to its existence or character




•
 
managers can concentrate on their core activities




•
 
the plan has the interests of children at its core.










4.
 
an important or unchanging group of people forming the central part of a larger body.




5.
 
the dense central region of a planet, especially the nickel–iron inner part of the earth.




6.
 
the central part of a nuclear reactor, which contains the fissile material.




7.
 
the muscles of the torso, especially the lower back and abdominal area, which assist in the maintenance of good posture, balance, etc.




•
 
nothing will strengthen your core like balancing a heavy barbell on your back or lifting one off the floor




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the core muscles of the abdomen.










8.
 
a tiny ring of magnetic material used in a computer memory to store one bit of data, now superseded by semiconductor memories.




9.
 
the inner strand of an electrical cable or rope.




10.
 
a piece of soft iron forming the center of an electromagnet or an induction coil.




11.
 
an internal mold filling a space to be left hollow in a casting.




12.
 
a cylindrical sample of rock, ice, or other material obtained by boring with a hollow drill.




13.
 


[Archaeology]

 a piece of flint from which flakes or blades have been removed.




14.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Economics]

 denoting or relating to a figure for inflation that excludes certain items, chiefly food and energy, that are subject to sudden and temporary price fluctuations




•
 
core inflation was up 2.3 percent over the 12 month period.







Compare with headline
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the tough central part and seeds from (a fruit)




•
 
peel and core the pears.














III.
 
phrases





to the core





a.
 
to the depths of one's being




•
 
she was shaken to the core by his words.










b.
 
used to indicate that someone possesses a characteristic to a very high degree




•
 
he is a politician to the core.


















IV.
 
derivatives





corer

 
/ˈkôrər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





CORE

 
/kôr/






abbreviation




Congress of Racial Equality.














-core





I.
 
combining form




(used as the second element of various compounds) denoting types of rock or dance music that have an aggressive presentation




•
 
queercore.

















– origin

 from core
 , on the pattern of 
hard-core

 .





core asset






noun




an asset of an enterprise considered to be essential to its success.













core competency






noun



1.
 
a defining capability or advantage that distinguishes an enterprise from its competitors.




2.
 
a defined level of competence in a particular job or academic program.













core dump






noun






[Computing]

 a dump of the contents of main memory, carried out typically as an aid to debugging.













coreferential

 
/ˌkōˌrefəˈren(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Linguistics]

 (of two elements or units) having the same reference.








II.
 
derivatives





coreference

 
/kōˈref(ə)rəns, ˈkō- /






noun





















core French






noun




(in Canada) a program of French instruction in English-speaking schools




•
 
I spent three years teaching core French at the elementary level




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a former Core French teacher.



















coreligionist

 
/ˌkōrəˈlijənəst/






noun




an adherent of the same religion as another person.













corella

 
/kəˈrelə/





I.
 
noun




a white Australasian cockatoo with some pink feathers on the face, bare blue skin around the eye, and typically a long bill.

[Genus 
Cacatua

 , family 
Cacatuidae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ): three species, in particular the widespread
little corella

 (
C. sanguinea

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Wiradhuri.





Corelli, Arcangelo

 
/kəˈrelē/






(1653–1713), Italian violinist and composer, known for his concerti grossi and sonatas for violin.










coreopsis

 
/ˌkôrēˈäpsəs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family, cultivated for its rayed, typically yellow, flowers.

Also called tickseed
 . [Genus 
Coreopsis

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
koris

 ‘bug’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance’ (because of the shape of the seed).





co-respondent

 
/ˈkōrəˌspänd(ə)nt /

 
corespondent






noun




a person cited in a divorce case as having committed adultery with the respondent.













core stability






noun




the capacity of the muscles of the torso to assist in the maintenance of good posture, balance, etc., especially during movement.













core workout






noun




an exercise session that strengthens the muscles of the torso, especially the lower back and abdominal area.














Corfu

 
/kôrˈfo͞o ˈkôrf(y)o͞o/






a Greek island, one of the largest of the Ionian Islands, off the west coast of mainland Greece. It was known in ancient times as Corcyra; pop. 127,900 (est. 2009).

Greek name Kérkira
 .









corgi

 
/ˈkôrɡē/






noun




short for Welsh corgi
 .













coriaceous

 
/ˌkôrēˈāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 resembling or having the texture of leather




•
 
coriaceous leaves.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
coriaceus

 (from Latin 
corium

 ‘leather’) + -ous
 .






coriander

 
/ˈkôrēˌandər ˌkôrēˈandər/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic Mediterranean plant of the parsley family, the leaves and seeds of which are used as culinary herbs.

[
Coriandrum sativum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coriandre

 , from Latin 
coriandrum

 , from Greek 
koriannon

 .






Corinth

 
/ˈkôrənTH/






a city on the northern coast of the Peloponnese, in Greece; pop. 27,600 (est. 2009). The modern city, built in 1858, is slightly northeast of the site of an ancient city of the same name that was a prominent city state in ancient Greece.

Greek name Kórinthos
 .










Corinth, Gulf of






an inlet of the Ionian Sea that extends between the Peloponnese and central Greece.

Also called Lepanto, Gulf of
 .









Corinth, Isthmus of






a narrow neck of land that links the Peloponnese with central Greece and separates the Gulf of Corinth from the Saronic Gulf.









Corinth Canal






a man-made shipping channel that crosses the narrowest part of the Isthmus of Corinth (a distance of 4 miles or 6.4 km). Opened in 1893, it links the Gulf of Corinth and the Saronic Gulf.









Corinthian

 
/kəˈrinTHēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging or relating to Corinth, especially the ancient city.




2.
 
relating to or denoting the lightest and most ornate of the classical orders of architecture (used especially by the Romans), characterized by flared capitals with rows of acanthus leaves.




3.
 
involving or displaying the highest standards of sportsmanship




•
 
a club embodying the Corinthian spirit.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Corinth.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a wealthy amateur of sport.




3.
 
the Corinthian order of architecture.













Corinthians

 
/kəˈrinTHēənz/






either of two books of the New Testament, epistles of St. Paul to the Church at Corinth.









Coriolanus, Gaius Marcius

 
/ˌkôrēəˈlānəs/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Roman general who acquired his name from the capture of the Volscian town of Corioli; full name 
Gaius or Gnaeus Marcius Coriolanus

 .









Coriolis effect

 
/ˌkôrēˈōləs iˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an effect whereby a mass moving in a rotating system experiences a force (the 
Coriolis force

 ) acting perpendicular to the direction of motion and to the axis of rotation. On the earth, the effect tends to deflect moving objects to the right in the northern hemisphere and to the left in the southern and is important in the formation of cyclonic weather systems.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Gaspard 
Coriolis

 (1792–1843), French engineer.





corium

 
/ˈkôrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Zoology]

 another term for dermis
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin,‘skin.’





cork

 
/kôrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the buoyant, light brown substance obtained from the outer layer of the bark of the cork oak


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
cork tiles.










2.
 
a bottle stopper, especially one made of cork.




3.
 
a piece of cork used as a float for a fishing line or net.




4.
 


[Botany]

 a protective layer of dead cells immediately below the bark of woody plants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close or seal (a bottle) with a cork.




2.
 
draw with burnt cork.




3.
 
illicitly hollow out (a baseball bat) and fill it with cork to make it lighter.








III.
 
derivatives





corklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Dutch and Low German 
kork

 , from Spanish 
alcorque

 ‘cork-soled sandal,’ from Arabic 
al-

 ‘the’ and (probably) Spanish Arabic 
qurq

 , 
qorq

 , based on Latin 
quercus

 ‘oak, cork oak.’





Cork

 
/kôrk/





I.
 
a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Munster, on the Celtic Sea.




II.
 
the county town of Cork, a port on the Lee River; pop. 190,384 (2006).









corkage

 
/ˈkôrkij/






noun




a charge made by a restaurant or hotel for serving wine that has been brought in by a customer.













corkboard

 
/ˈkôrkˌbôrd/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a lightweight, fire-resistant material made of compressed cork




•
 
the coasters from today's DIY project are made of corkboard.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bulletin board with a corkboard surface




•
 
she keeps a corkboard on her wall decorated with pictures of women and children she has met




•
 
a note posted on the corkboard caught my eye.



















cork cambium






noun






[Botany]

 tissue in the stem of a plant that gives rise to cork on its outer surface and a layer of cells containing chlorophyll on its inner surface.













corked

 
/kôrkt/






adjective




(of wine) spoiled by a musty taint arising from a fault in the cork.













corker

 
/ˈkôrkər/






noun



1.
 
an excellent or astonishing person or thing




•
 
it was the season's first goal, and a corker.










2.
 
a device that places a cork into a bottle




•
 
it's a great wine corker.




















cork oak

 
/ˈkôrk ˌōk/






noun




an evergreen Mediterranean oak, the outer layer of the bark of which is the source of cork, which can be stripped without harming the tree.

[
Quercus suber

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]













corkscrew

 
/ˈkôrkˌskro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for pulling corks from bottles, consisting of a spiral metal rod that is inserted into the cork and a handle that extracts it.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a thing with a spiral shape or movement




•
 
a girl with corkscrew curls.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or twist in a spiral motion




•
 
the plane was corkscrewing toward the earth.



















cork tree

 
corktree






noun



1.
 
another term for cork oak
 .




2.
 
an Asian citrus tree with a corky bark.

[Genus 
Phellodendron

 , family 
Rutaceae

 : several species, including 
P. sachalinense

 , often cultivated as on ornamental.]













corkwood

 
/ˈkôrkwo͝od/






noun




a shrub or tree that yields light porous timber, in particular

[● a small American tree that produces timber used for fishing floats (
Leitneria floridana

 , family 
Leitneriaceae

 ). ● a similar tree native to New Zealand (
Entelea arborescens

 , family 
Tiliaceae

 ).]













corky

 
/ˈkôrkē/






adjective



1.
 
corklike.




2.
 
(of wine) corked.














corm

 
/kôrm/





I.
 
noun




a rounded underground storage organ present in plants such as crocuses, gladioli, and cyclamens, consisting of a swollen stem base covered with scale leaves.

Compare with bulb
 (
sense

 1), rhizome
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
cormus

 , from Greek 
kormos

 ‘trunk stripped of its boughs.’





cormel

 
/ˈkôrməl, kôrˈmel/






noun




a small corm growing at the side of a mature corm.













cormlet

 
/ˈkôrmlət/






noun




a small corm growing at the base of a mature corm.













cormorant

 
/ˈkôrmərənt/





I.
 
noun




a large diving bird with a long neck, long hooked bill, short legs, and mainly dark plumage. It typically breeds on coastal cliffs and is noted for its voracious appetite.

[Genus 
Phalacrocorax

 (and 
Nannopterum

 ), family 
Phalacrocoracidae

 : numerous species, in particular the widespread 
great cormorant

 (
P. carbo

 ) and the North American 
double-crested cormorant

 (
P. auritus

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cormaran

 , from medieval Latin 
corvus marinus

 ‘sea raven.’ The final 
-t

 is on the pattern of words such as 
peasant

 .






corn1


 
/kôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American cereal plant that yields large grains, or kernels, set in rows on a cob. Its many varieties yield numerous products, highly valued for both human and livestock consumption.

Also called Indian corn
 . [
Zea mays

 , family 
Gramineae

 ; it was domesticated before 5000 
BC

 , although the wild ancestor is unidentified.]




2.
 
the grains of this




•
 
creamed corn




•
 
two ears of corn.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 the chief cereal crop of a district, especially (in England) wheat or (in Scotland) oats.




4.
 


‹informal›

 something banal or sentimental




•
 
the movie is pure corn.














II.
 
phrases





corn on the cob






corn when cooked and eaten straight from the cob; an ear of corn.















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koren

 and German 
Korn

 .





corn2


 
/kôrn/





I.
 
noun




a small, painful area of thickened skin on the foot, especially on the toes, caused by pressure.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from Latin 
cornu

 ‘horn.’






Cornaro Piscopia, Elena Lucrezia

 
/kôrˈnärō pisˈkōpēə/






(1646–1684), Venetian philosopher and mathematician. The first woman to be awarded a college degree, she received the doctorate of philosophy from the University of Padua on June 25, 1678.









cornball

 
/ˈkôrnbôl /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




trite and sentimental




•
 
a cornball movie.














II.
 
noun




a person with trite or sentimental ideas.













corn beef






noun




corned beef.













Corn Belt

 
//






name for parts of the US Midwest, especially Illinois and Iowa, where corn is a major crop.









corn boil






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering at which corn on the cob is boiled and eaten




•
 
we are still in need of people to help serve corn at the corn boil.



















corn borer






noun




a moth whose larvae feed upon and bore into corn.

[Several species in the family 
Pyralidae

 , in particular the 
European corn borer

 (
Ostrinia nubilalis

 ), which was accidentally introduced into North America, and 
Diatraea grandiosella

 of the southern US.]













cornbread

 
/ˈkôrnˌbred /

 
corn bread






noun




a type of bread made from cornmeal and typically leavened without yeast.













corn cake

 
corncake






noun




cornbread made in the form of flat cakes.













corn chip






noun




a salty chip made with ground corn and typically eaten as a snack




•
 
the corn chips were good quality—thick, crunchy and flavorsome.



















corncob pipe

 
/ˈkôrnˌkäb pīp/






noun






(US)

 a tobacco pipe with a bowl made from a dried corncob.













corn cockle

 
corncockle





I.
 
noun




a Mediterranean plant with bright pink or purple flowers and poisonous seeds, introduced into Britain and North America. If unchecked, it can be a prolific weed in fields of grain. It is often cultivated as a showy annual.

[
Agrostemma githago

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from corn
 1
 + 
cockle

 (from Old English 
coccul

 ‘corn cockle,’ perhaps via Latin from Greek 
kokkos

 ‘berry’).






corncrake

 
/ˈkôrnˌkrāk /

 
corn crake






noun




a secretive Eurasian crake inhabiting coarse grasslands, with mainly brown streaked plumage and a distinctive double rasping call.

Also called land rail
 . [
Crex crex

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]













corn crib

 
/ˈkôrn ˌkrib /

 
corncrib






noun




a bin or ventilated building for storing unhusked ears of corn.














corn dodger






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a small, hard fried or baked cornmeal cake.




2.
 


(US)

 a boiled cornmeal dumpling.













corn dog

 
/ˈkôrnˌdäɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a hot dog covered in cornmeal batter, fried, and served on a stick.













cornea

 
/ˈkôrnēə/





I.
 
noun




the transparent layer forming the front of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





corneal

 
/ˈkôrnēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
cornea tela

 ‘horny tissue,’ from Latin 
cornu

 ‘horn.’






corn earworm






noun




an American moth caterpillar that is a pest of corn, cotton, and tomatoes.

Also called bollworm
 , cotton bollworm
 , tomato fruitworm
 . [
Heliothis zea

 , family 
Noctuidae

 .]













corned

 
/kôrnd/






adjective




(of food) preserved in salt water




•
 
corned beef.



















corned beef

 
/kôːrndˈbēːf /

 
corn beef





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 beef brisket cured in brine and boiled, served hot typically with cabbage, or cold, sliced for sandwiches.











– origin

 
corned

 , in the sense ‘preserved in salt water.’





Corneille, Pierre

 
/kôrˈnā(l)/






(1606–84), French playwright; regarded as the founder of classical French tragedy. Notable plays: 
Le Cid

 (1637), 
Cinna

 (1641), and 
Polyeucte

 (1643).









corneitis

 
/ˌkôrnēˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the cornea.














cornel

 
/ˈkôrnl/





I.
 
noun




a dogwood, especially of a dwarf variety.

[Genus 
Cornus

 , family 
Cornaceae

 : several species, including the dwarf 
C. suecica

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the wood of the cornelian cherry): from Old French 
corneille

 , from Latin 
cornus

 .





cornelian cherry





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Eurasian flowering shrub or small tree of the dogwood family, cultivated as an ornamental.

[
Cornus mas

 , family 
Cornaceae

 .]




2.
 
the edible oval red berry of the cornelian cherry plant.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
cornelian

 from cornel
 + -ian
 .





corneous

 
/ˈkôrnēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 hornlike; horny




•
 
the skeleton is formed of a corneous substance.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
corneus

 (from 
cornu

 ‘horn’) + -ous
 .





corner

 
/ˈkôrnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place or angle where two or more sides or edges meet




•
 
Jan sat at one corner of the table.










2.
 
an area inside a room, box, or square-shaped space, near the place where two or more edges or surfaces meet




•
 
he drove the ball into the corner of the net.










3.
 
a place where two streets meet




•
 
an apartment on the corner of 199th Street and Amsterdam Avenue




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the corner house.










4.
 
a difficult or awkward situation




•
 
he found himself 
backed into a corner

 .










5.
 
first or third base on a baseball diamond




•
 
two outs, with runners on the corners.










6.
 
a sharp bend in a road




•
 
serious racers want a car that is fast going into and out of the corners.










7.
 
a part, region, or area, especially one regarded as secluded or remote




•
 
they descended on the college 
from all corners of the world






•
 
his wisdom was disseminated to 
the four corners

 of the earth




•
 


‹figurative›

 she couldn't bear journalists prying into every corner of her life.










8.
 
a position in which one dominates the supply of a particular commodity.




9.
 
short for corner kick
 .




10.
 


[Boxing]

 
[Wrestling]

 each of the diagonally opposite ends of the ring, where a contestant rests between rounds.




11.
 
a contestant's supporters or seconds




•
 
Hodkinson was encouraged by his corner.










12.
 


[Baseball]

 each of the two parallel sides of home plate, which are perceived as defining the vertical edges of the strike zone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force (a person or animal) into a place or situation from which it is hard to escape




•
 
the man was eventually cornered by police dogs.










2.
 
detain (someone) in conversation, typically against their will




•
 
I managed to corner Gary for fifteen minutes.










3.
 
control (a market) by dominating the supply of a particular commodity




•
 
whether they will 
corner the market

 in graphics software remains to be seen.










4.
 
establish a corner in (a commodity)




•
 
you cornered vanadium and made a killing.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle or driver) go around a bend in a road




•
 
no squeal is evident from the tires when cornering fast.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
(just) around (or round) the corner






very near




•
 
there's a pharmacy around the corner.















2.
 
cut corners






see cut
 .









3.
 
in someone's corner





a.
 
acting as a second, to a boxer.




b.
 
on someone's side; giving someone support and encouragement.









4.
 
on (or at or in) every corner






everywhere




•
 
there were saloons on every corner




•
 
it's difficult to readjust when the past assaults you at every corner




•
 
young executives sprouted in every corner.















5.
 
see someone/something out of (or from) the corner of one's eye






see someone or something at the edge of one's field of vision.









6.
 
turn the corner






see turn
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, based on Latin 
cornu

 ‘horn, tip, corner.’





cornerback

 
/ˈkôrnərˌbak/






noun






[Football]

 a defensive back positioned to the outside of the linebackers.













cornered

 
/ˈkôrnərd/






adjective



1.
 
having a specified number of places or angles where the edges or sides meet




•
 
young boys in six-cornered hats.










2.
 
having a specified number of parties involved




•
 
a three-cornered meeting was being arranged in Hong Kong.










3.
 
(of a person or animal) forced into a place or situation from which it is hard to escape




•
 
nothing is more dangerous than a cornered wild beast.




















corner kick

 
corner






noun






[Soccer]

 a place kick taken by the attacking side from a corner of the field after the ball has been sent over the end line outside the goal by a defender




•
 
Kavanagh lofted a corner kick.



















cornerman

 
/ˈkôrnərˌman/






noun




a person whose job is to assist a boxer or wrestler at the corner between rounds.













cornerstone

 
/ˈkôrnərˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a stone that forms the base of a corner of a building, joining two walls.




2.
 
an important quality or feature on which a particular thing depends or is based




•
 
a national minimum wage remained the cornerstone of policy.



















corner store






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small store selling groceries and a limited range of household goods in a mainly residential area




•
 
I bought a carton of milk at the corner store.



















cornerwise

 
/ˈkôrnərˌwīz/






adverb




at an angle of approximately 45°; diagonally




•
 
he laid the cloth cornerwise on the polished table.




















cornet

 
/ˈkôrnət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a brass instrument resembling a trumpet but shorter and wider, played chiefly in bands.




2.
 
a compound organ stop with a powerful treble sound.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a cone-shaped wafer, especially one filled with ice cream.








II.
 
derivatives





cornetist

 
/ˌkôrˈnedəst /

 
cornettist






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a wind instrument made of a horn): from Old French, diminutive of a variant of Latin 
cornu

 ‘horn.’





cornetfish

 
/kôrˈnetˌfiSH, ˈkôrnət-/






noun




a large marine fish with a long, narrow, flutelike snout, an elongated body, and a whiplike extension to the tail. It is common in shallow tropical waters of the Atlantic and Indo-Pacific region.

[Family 
Fistularidae

 and genus 
Fistularia

 : several species.]













cornetto

 
/kôrˈnedō /

 
cornett





I.
 
noun




a woodwind instrument of the 16th and 17th centuries, typically curved, with finger holes and a cup-shaped mouthpiece.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
corno

 ‘horn,’ from Latin 
cornu

 . Compare with cornet
 .





corn-fed

 
/ˈkôrnˌfed /

 
cornfed






adjective



1.
 
fed on corn




•
 
corn-fed chickens.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 plump; well fed.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 provincial; unsophisticated




•
 
a backward, corn-fed Heartland city.



















cornfield

 
/ˈkôrnˌfēld/






noun




a field in which corn is grown.













cornflakes

 
/ˈkôrnˌflāks/






plural noun




a breakfast cereal consisting of toasted flakes made from corn.













corn flour

 
/ˈkôrn flouər/






noun



1.
 
flour made from corn




•
 
the fish were coated with corn flour and fried.










2.
 
(usu. 
cornflour

 )
 — British term for cornstarch
 .













cornflower

 
/ˈkôrnˌflou(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a slender Eurasian plant related to the knapweeds, with flowers that are typically a deep, vivid blue.

[Genus 
Centaurea

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the annual 
Centaurea cyanus

 (also called bluebottle
 ), formerly a common weed of cornfields, and the perennial 
C. montana

 , grown in gardens.]




2.
 
(also 
cornflower blue

 )
 — a deep, vivid blue color.













cornhole

 
/ˈkôrnˌhōl /

 

‹US›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game in which small bags filled with dried corn are tossed at a target consisting of an inclined wooden platform with a hole at one end




•
 
many are introduced to cornhole at a tailgate or family outing.










2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 the anus.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 have anal intercourse with (someone).













Cornhusker State

 
/ˈkôrnˌhəskər ˌstāt/






a nickname for the state of Nebraska
 .










cornhusking

 
/ˈkôrnˌhəskiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the removal of husks from ears of corn.




2.
 
the husking of corn by several people as a social event.

Also called husking bee
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cornhusker






noun






















cornice

 
/ˈkôrnis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental molding around the wall of a room just below the ceiling.




2.
 
a horizontal molded projection crowning a building or structure, especially the uppermost member of the entablature of an order, surmounting the frieze.




3.
 
an overhanging mass of hardened snow at the edge of a mountain precipice.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
corniced






adjective













2.
 
cornicing






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
corniche

 , from Italian 
cornice

 , perhaps from Latin 
cornix

 ‘crow’ (compare with corbel
 ), but influenced by Greek 
korōnis

 ‘copestone.’





corniche

 
/ˈkôrniSH, kôrˈnēSH/





I.
 
noun




a road cut into the edge of a cliff, especially one running along a coast.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French (see cornice
 ).





cornichon

 
/ˈkôrnəˌSHän/





I.
 
noun




a small pickled cucumber




•
 
a duck terrine with lentil salad and cornichons.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘little horn.’





Cornish

 
/ˈkôrniSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Cornwall, or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Cornish

 )
 — the people of Cornwall collectively.




2.
 
the extinct Brythonic language of Cornwall.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Cornishman

 
/-mən /






noun













2.
 
Cornishwoman

 
/-ˌwo͝omən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from the first element of Cornwall
 + -ish
 1
 .





Cornish hen

 
Cornish game hen






noun




another term for Rock Cornish
 .













Corn Laws

 
/ˈkôrn ˌlôz/






(in the UK) a series of 19th-century laws introduced to protect British farmers from foreign competition. They were repealed in 1846.









corn marigold






noun




a daisylike yellow-flowered Eurasian plant.

[
Chrysanthemum segetum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













cornmeal

 
/ˈkôrnmēl/






noun




meal made from ground, dried corn.













corn oil

 
/ˈkôrn ˌoil/






noun




an oil obtained from the germ of corn, used in cooking and salad dressings.













corn pone

 
/ˈkôrn ˌpōn /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




see pone
 .








II.
 
adjective






‹often derogatory›

 rustic; unsophisticated




•
 
corn-pone humor.



















corn roast






noun






(Canadian)

 an outdoor party at which fresh ears of sweet corn are roasted and eaten.













cornrows

 
/ˈkôrnˌrōz/






plural noun




a style of braiding and plaiting the hair in narrow strips to form geometric patterns on the scalp.














corn salad

 
/kôrn ˈsaləd/






noun




a small blue-flowered herbaceous plant of dry soils, native to Europe and the Mediterranean. Widely cultivated in North America, its narrow leaves are used in salad.

Also called lamb's lettuce
 , mache
 . [
Valerianella locusta

 , family 
Valerianaceae

 .]













cornsilk

 
/ˈkôrnsilk /

 

‹N. Amer.›







noun




the fine threadlike styles on an ear of corn.













corn snake





I.
 
noun




a long North American rat snake with a spear-shaped mark between the eyes.

[
Elaphe guttata

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: so named because often found in cornfields.





corn snow





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 snow with a rough granular surface resulting from alternate thawing and freezing.











– origin

 from 
corn

 in the dialect sense ‘granule.’





cornstalk

 
/ˈkôrnstôk/






noun




the stem of a corn plant.














cornstarch

 
/ˈkôrnˌstärCH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 finely ground corn flour, used as a thickener in cooking.













Corn State






a nickname for the state of Iowa
 .









corn sugar






noun




dextrose, especially when made from cornstarch.













corn syrup

 
/ˈkôrn ˌsirəp/






noun






(chiefly US)

 syrup made from cornstarch, consisting of dextrose, maltose, and dextrins.













cornu

 
/ˈkôrn(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a structure with a shape likened to a horn, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a horn-shaped projection of the thyroid cartilage or of certain bones (such as the hyoid and the coccyx).




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 either of the two lateral cavities of the uterus, into which the Fallopian tubes pass.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 each of three elongated parts of the lateral ventricles of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





cornual

 
/-n(y)o͞oəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘horn.’





cornucopia

 
/ˌkôrn(y)əˈkōpēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symbol of plenty consisting of a goat's horn overflowing with flowers, fruit, and corn.




2.
 
an ornamental container shaped like a goat's horn.




3.
 
an abundant supply of good things of a specified kind




•
 
the festival offers 
a cornucopia of

 pleasures.














II.
 
derivatives





cornucopian






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
cornu copiae

 ‘horn of plenty’ (a mythical horn able to provide whatever is desired).






Cornwall

 
/ˈkôrnˌwôl ˈkôrnˌwəl/





I.
 
a county occupying the extreme southwestern peninsula of England; county town, Truro.




II.
 
a city in eastern Ontario in Canada, a port on the St. Lawrence River, across from Massena, New York; pop. 45,965 (2006).









Cornwallis, Charles

 
/kôrnˈwäləs/






1st Marquis (1738–1805), English military commander. He surrendered the British forces at Yorktown in 1781, ending the fighting in the American Revolution.









corny

 
/ˈkôrnē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 trite, banal, or mawkishly sentimental




•
 
it sounds corny, but as soon as I saw her I knew she was the one.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cornily

 
/ˈkôrnl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
corniness

 
/ˈkôrnēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from an earlier sense ‘rustic, appealing to country folk.’






corolla

 
/kəˈrələ kəˈrōlə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the petals of a flower, typically forming a whorl within the sepals and enclosing the reproductive organs.

Compare with calyx
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘little crown’): from Latin, diminutive of 
corona

 ‘wreath, crown, chaplet.’





corollary

 
/ˈkôrəˌlerē ˈkärəˌlerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a proposition that follows from (and is often appended to) one already proved.




2.
 
a direct or natural consequence or result




•
 
the huge increases in unemployment were the corollary of expenditure cuts.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming a proposition that follows from one already proved.




2.
 
associated; supplementary.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
corollarium

 ‘money paid for a garland or chaplet; gratuity’ (in late Latin ‘deduction’), from 
corolla

 , diminutive of 
corona

 ‘wreath, crown, chaplet.’






coromandel

 
/ˌkôrəˈmandəl, ˌkär-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
coromandel wood

 or 
coromandel ebony

 )
 — a fine-grained, grayish-brown wood streaked with black, used in furniture.

Also called calamander
 .




2.
 
the Sri Lankan tree that yields coromandel wood.

[
Diospyros quaesita

 , family 
Ebenaceae

 .]








II.
 
adjective




denoting a form of Asian lacquerware with intaglio designs.











– origin

 from Coromandel Coast
 , from which Asian lacquerware was originally transshipped.






Coromandel Coast

 
/ˌkôrəmand(ə)l ˈkōst/






the southern part of the eastern coast of India, from Point Calimere to the mouth of the Krishna River.









corona1


 
/kəˈrōnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the rarefied gaseous envelope of the sun and other stars. The sun's corona is normally visible only during a total solar eclipse when it is seen as an irregularly shaped pearly glow surrounding the darkened disk of the moon.




2.
 
(also 
corona discharge

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 the glow around a conductor at high potential.




3.
 
a small circle of light seen around the sun or moon, due to diffraction by water droplets.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a crown or crownlike structure.




5.
 


[Botany]

 the cup-shaped or trumpet-shaped outgrowth at the center of a daffodil or narcissus flower.




6.
 
a circular chandelier in a church.




7.
 


[Architecture]

 a part of a cornice having a broad vertical face.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 4): from Latin,‘wreath, crown.’





corona2


 
/kəˈrōnə/





I.
 
noun




a long, straight-sided cigar.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
La Corona

 , literally ‘the crown,’ originally a proprietary name.





Corona

 
/kəˈrōnə/






a city in southwestern California, southwest of Riverside; pop. 149,923 (est. 2008).









Corona Australis

 
/kəˈrōnə ôˈstrāləs, äˈstrā- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small southern constellation (the Southern Crown), with no bright stars.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Coronae Australis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Theta Coronae Australis.













– origin

 Latin.





Corona Borealis

 
/kəˌrōnə bôrēˈaləs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a northern constellation (the Northern Crown), in which the main stars form a small but prominent arc.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Coronae Borealis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star R Coronae Borealis.













– origin

 Latin.





coronach

 
/ˈkôrənəKH, ˈkär-/





I.
 
noun




(in Scotland or Ireland) a funeral song.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots, denoting the outcry of a crowd): from Scottish Gaelic 
corranach

 (Irish 
coranach

 ), from 
comh-

 ‘together’ + 
rànach

 ‘outcry.’





Coronado, Francisco Vásquez de

 
/ˌkôrəˈnädō, ˌkär-/






(
c.

 1510–54), Spanish explorer. His expeditions into Arizona and New Mexico from Mexico opened the Southwest to Spanish colonization.









coronagraph

 
/kəˈrōnəˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument that blocks out light emitted by the sun's actual surface so that the corona can be observed.













coronal1


 
/ˈkôrənəl kəˈrōn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the crown or corona of something, in particular




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or relating to the corona of the sun or another star.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the crown of the head.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or in the coronal plane




•
 
coronal imaging.










5.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) formed by raising the tip or blade of the tongue toward the hard palate.








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a coronal consonant.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to the crown of the head’): from Latin 
coronalis

 , from 
corona

 ‘crown.’





coronal2


 
/ˈkôrənəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a garland or wreath for the head




•
 
her eyes sparkled beneath a coronal of flowers.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a small crown; a coronet.











– origin

 Middle English: apparently from Anglo-Norman French, from 
corune

 ‘crown, wreath’ (see crown
 ).





coronal plane






noun






[Anatomy]

 an imaginary plane dividing the body into dorsal and ventral parts.













coronal suture






noun






[Anatomy]

 the transverse suture in the skull separating the frontal bone from the parietal bones.













coronary

 
/ˈkôrəˌnerē ˈkärəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the arteries that surround and supply the heart.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting a structure that encircles a part of the body.








II.
 
noun




short for coronary thrombosis
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘resembling a crown’): from Latin 
coronarius

 , from 
corona

 ‘wreath, crown.’





coronary artery






noun




an artery supplying blood to the heart.













coronary care unit

 
CCU






noun




a hospital department that provides special care and monitoring for heart patients.













coronary occlusion






noun




partial or total obstruction of a coronary artery, usually resulting in a myocardial infarction (heart attack).













coronary sinus






noun




a wide venous channel about 2.25 centimeters in length that receives blood from the coronary veins and empties into the right atrium of the heart.














coronary thrombosis

 
/ˈkôrəˌnerē THrämˈbōsəs/






noun




a blockage of the flow of blood to the heart, caused by a blood clot in a coronary artery.













coronary vein






noun




any of several veins that drain blood from the heart wall and empty into the coronary sinus.













coronation

 
/ˌkôrəˈnāSH(ə)n ˌkärəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the ceremony of crowning a sovereign or a sovereign's consort.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
coronatio(n-)

 , from 
coronare

 ‘to crown, adorn with a garland,’ from 
corona

 (see crown
 ).





coronavirus

 
/kəˈrōnəˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of RNA viruses that cause a variety of diseases in humans and other animals.













coroner

 
/ˈkôrənər ˈkärənər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official who investigates violent, sudden, or suspicious deaths.




2.
 


‹historical›

 in England, an official responsible for safeguarding the private property of the Crown.








II.
 
derivatives





coronership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
coruner

 , from 
corune

 ‘a crown’ (see crown
 ); reflecting the Latin title 
custos placitorum coronae

 ‘guardian of the pleas of the crown.’






coronet

 
/ˌkôrəˈnet ˌkärəˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small or relatively simple crown, especially as worn by lesser royalty and peers or peeresses.




2.
 
a circular decoration for the head, especially one made of flowers.




3.
 
the band of tissue on the lowest part of a horse's pastern, containing the horn-producing cells from which the hoof grows.




4.
 
another term for burr
 (
sense

 7 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
derivatives





coroneted

 
/ˌkôrəˈnedəd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
coronete

 ‘small crown or garland,’ diminutive of 
corone

 (see crown
 ).





coronial

 
/kəˈrōnēəl/






adjective






(Austral.)

 relating to a coroner




•
 
a coronial hearing.



















coronoid

 
/ˈkôrənoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting a hooked projection of bone.

See coronoid process
 .








II.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a slender bone forming part of the lower jaw in primitive vertebrates.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
korōnē

 , denoting something hooked, + -oid
 .






coronoid process





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a flattened triangular projection above the angle of the jaw where the temporalis muscle is attached.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a projection from the front of the ulna forming part of the articulation of the elbow.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
coronoid

 from Greek 
korōnē

 (denoting something hooked) + -oid
 .





Corp.

 
/ˌkôrpəˈrāSH(ə)n/






abbreviation



1.
 
(
Corp

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 corporal




•
 
been abroad before, Corp?










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 corporation




•
 
IBM Corp.



















corpora

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rə/






plural form of corpus
 .









corporal1


 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun




a low-ranking noncommissioned officer in the armed forces, in particular (in the US Army) an NCO ranking above private first class and below sergeant or (in the US Marine Corps) an NCO ranking above lance corporal and below sergeant.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, obsolete variant of 
caporal

 , from Italian 
caporale

 , probably based on Latin 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body (of troops),’ with a change of spelling in Italian due to association with 
capo

 ‘head.’






corporal2


 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the human body.








II.
 
derivatives





corporally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
corporalis

 , from 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body.’





corporal3


 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun




a cloth on which the chalice and paten are placed during the celebration of the Eucharist.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
corporale (pallium

 ) ‘body (cloth),’ from Latin 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body.’





corporality

 
/ˌkôrpəˈralədē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 material or corporeal existence.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
corporalitas

 , from Latin 
corporalis

 ‘relating to the body’ (see corporal
 2
 ).





corporal punishment

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rəl ˈpəniSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
physical punishment, such as caning or flogging.




2.
 
punishment under law that includes imprisonment and death.














corporate

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a corporation, especially a large company or group




•
 
airlines are very keen on their corporate identity.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a company or group of people) authorized to act as a single entity and recognized as such in law.




3.
 
of or shared by all the members of a group




•
 
the service emphasizes the corporate responsibility of the congregation.














II.
 
noun




a corporate company or group.








III.
 
derivatives





corporately

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
corporatus

 , past participle of 
corporare

 ‘form into a body,’ from 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body.’





corporate raider

 
//






noun




a financier who makes a practice of making hostile takeover bids for companies, either to control their policies or to resell them for a profit.













corporate welfare






noun




government support or subsidy of private business, such as by tax incentives.













corporate welfare bum





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 a business or business executive perceived to be exploiting tax loopholes or benefiting unduly from government subsidies or tax breaks




•
 
I'd like to see the corporate welfare bums pay their fair share of taxes.

















– origin

 1970s: popularized by Canadian politician David Lewis (1909–81) of the New Democratic Party during the 1972 federal election.






corporation

 
/ˌkôrpəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a company or group of people authorized to act as a single entity (legally a person) and recognized as such in law.




2.
 
(also 
municipal corporation

 )
 — a group of people elected to govern a city, town, or borough.




3.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a paunch.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
corporatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
corporare

 ‘combine in one body’ (see corporate
 ).





corporatism

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the control of a state or organization by large interest groups.








II.
 
derivatives





corporatist

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rədəst /






adjective, noun





















corporatize

 
/ˈkôrp(ə)rəˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a state organization) into an independent commercial company.













corporatocracy

 
/ˌkôrpərəˈtäkrəsē/






noun




a society or system that is governed or controlled by corporations




•
 
in this age of corporatocracies, the money goes not to the inventor, but to the company.



















corporeal

 
/kôrˈpôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a person's body, especially as opposed to their spirit




•
 
he was frank about his corporeal appetites.










2.
 
having a body




•
 
a corporeal God.










3.
 


[Law]

 consisting of material objects; tangible




•
 
corporeal property.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
corporeality

 
/kôrˌpôrēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
corporeally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘material’): from late Latin 
corporealis

 , from Latin 
corporeus

 ‘bodily, physical,’ from 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body.’





corporeity

 
/ˌkôrpəˈrēədē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the quality of having a physical body or existence.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
corporéité

 or medieval Latin 
corporeitas

 , from Latin 
corporeus

 ‘composed of flesh,’ from 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body.’





corposant

 
/ˈkôrpəˌsant ˈkôrpəsənt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an appearance of St. Elmo's fire on a mast, rigging, or other structure.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian 
corpo santo

 ‘holy body.’





corps

 
/kôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a main subdivision of an armed force in the field, consisting of two or more divisions




•
 
the 5th Army Corps.










2.
 
a branch of a military organization assigned to a particular kind of work




•
 
the U.S. Army Medical Corps.










3.
 
a body of people engaged in a particular activity




•
 
the press corps.










4.
 
short for corps de ballet
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
corpus

 ‘body.’






corps de ballet

 
/ˌkôr də baˈlā/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the members of a ballet company who dance together as a group.




2.
 
the members of the lowest rank of dancers in a ballet company.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French.






corpse

 
/kôrps/





I.
 
noun




a dead body, especially of a human being rather than an animal.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the living body of a person or animal): alteration of corse
 by association with Latin 
corpus

 , a change that also took place in French (Old French 
cors

 becoming 
corps

 ). The 
p

 was originally silent, as in French; the final 
e

 was rare before the 19th cent., but now distinguishes 
corpse

 from 
corps

 .





corpselike

 
/ˈkôrpsˌlīk/






adjective




resembling a corpse, especially in being completely still or having a pale, gaunt appearance




•
 
junkies with corpselike complexions




•
 
he manages to maintain a corpselike stillness that helps him to preserve oxygen.



















corpse pose






noun




a resting pose in yoga, typically assumed at the end of a session, in which one lies flat on one's back with one's eyes closed and one's arms relaxed at one's sides




•
 
after you've completed one or both routines, relax in corpse pose.



















corpsman

 
/ˈkôrzmən ˈkôrmən/






noun



1.
 
an enlisted member of a military medical unit.




2.
 
a member of a civilian corps, especially a paramedical corps.













corpulence

 
/ˈkôrpyələns/





I.
 
noun




the state of being fat; obesity




•
 
her corpulence is the butt of every joke.














II.
 
derivatives





corpulency






noun





















corpulent

 
/ˈkôrpyələnt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) fat.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
corpulentus

 , from 
corpus

 ‘body.’





cor pulmonale

 
/ˌkôr ˌpo͝olməˈnalē, -ˈnälē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal enlargement of the right side of the heart as a result of disease of the lungs or the pulmonary blood vessels.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cor

 ‘heart’ and modern Latin 
pulmonalis

 (from Latin 
pulmo(n-)

 ‘lung’).






corpus

 
/ˈkôrpəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of written texts, especially the entire works of a particular author or a body of writing on a particular subject




•
 
the Darwinian corpus.










2.
 
a collection of written or spoken material in machine-readable form, assembled for the purpose of studying linguistic structures, frequencies, etc.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 the main body or mass of a structure.




4.
 
the central part of the stomach, between the fundus and the antrum.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a human or animal body): from Latin, literally ‘body.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 18th cent.





corpus callosum

 
/ˌkôrpəs kəˈlōsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a broad band of nerve fibers joining the two hemispheres of the brain.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from corpus
 and Latin 
callosum

 , neuter of 
callosus

 ‘tough.’





corpus cavernosum

 
/ˌkôrpəs ˌkavərˈnōsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of two masses of erectile tissue forming the bulk of the penis and the clitoris.











– origin

 from corpus
 and Latin 
cavernosum

 , neuter of 
cavernosus

 ‘containing hollows.’





Corpus Christi1


 
/ˌkôrpəs ˈkristē/






a city and port in southern Texas, on Corpus Christi Bay; pop. 286,462 (est. 2008).









Corpus Christi2


 
/ˌkôrpəs ˈkristē/





I.
 
a feast of the Western Christian Church commemorating the institution of the Eucharist, observed on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘body of Christ.’





corpuscle

 
/ˈkôrˌpəsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a minute body or cell in an organism, especially a red or white cell in the blood of vertebrates.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
‹historical›

 a minute particle regarded as the basic constituent of matter or light.








II.
 
derivatives





corpuscular

 
/kôrˈpəskyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
corpusculum

 ‘small body,’ diminutive of 
corpus

 .





corpus delicti

 
/dəˈlikˌtī, -tē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the facts and circumstances constituting a breach of a law.




2.
 


[Law]

 concrete evidence of a crime, such as a corpse.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘body of offense.’






corpus luteum

 
/ˌkôrpəs ˈlo͞otēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a hormone-secreting structure that develops in an ovary after an ovum has been discharged but degenerates after a few days unless pregnancy has begun.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from corpus
 and Latin 
luteum

 , neuter of 
luteus

 ‘yellow.’





corpus spongiosum

 
/ˌkôrpəs ˌspənjēˈōsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a mass of erectile tissue alongside the corpora cavernosa of the penis and terminating in the glans.











– origin

 from corpus
 and Latin 
spongiosum

 , neuter of 
spongiosus

 ‘porous.’






corpus striatum

 
/ˌkôrpəs strīˈātəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 part of the basal ganglia of the brain, comprising the caudate and lentiform nuclei.











– origin

 from corpus
 and Latin 
striatum

 , neuter of 
striatus

 ‘grooved.’





corr.






abbreviation



1.
 
correction.




2.
 
correspondence.














corral

 
/kəˈral/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather together and confine (a group of people or things)




•
 
the organizers were corralling the crowd into marching formation.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 put or keep (livestock) in a corral.




3.
 


‹historical›

 form (wagons) into a corral.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a pen for livestock, especially cattle or horses, on a farm or ranch.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a defensive enclosure of wagons in an encampment.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Old Portuguese (now 
curral

 ), perhaps based on Latin 
currere

 ‘to run.’ Compare with kraal
 .






correct

 
/kəˈrekt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from error; in accordance with fact or truth




•
 
make sure you have been given the correct information.










2.
 
not mistaken in one's opinion or judgment; right




•
 
the government was correct to follow a course of defeating inflation.










3.
 
(of a thing or course of action) meeting the requirements of or most appropriate for a particular situation or activity




•
 
cut the top and bottom tracks to the correct length with a hacksaw.










4.
 
(of a person or their appearance or behavior) conforming to accepted social standards; proper




•
 
he was a polite man, invariably correct and pleasant with Mrs. Collins.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 conforming to a particular political or ideological orthodoxy.

See also politically correct
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put right (an error or fault)




•
 
the council issued a statement correcting some points in the press reports.










2.
 
mark the errors in (a written or printed text)




•
 
he corrected Dixon's writing for publication.










3.
 
tell (someone) that they are mistaken




•
 
he had assumed she was married and she had not corrected him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
corrected

 )
 
sorry, 
I stand corrected

 .










4.
 
counteract or rectify




•
 
the problem of diminished sight can be reduced or corrected by wearing eyeglasses.










5.
 
adjust (an instrument) to function accurately or in accord with a standard




•
 
motorists can have their headlights tested and corrected at a reduced price on Saturday.










6.
 
adjust (a numerical result or reading) to allow for departure from standard conditions




•
 
data were 
corrected for

 radionuclide decay.














III.
 
derivatives





correctable

 
/kəˈrektəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Latin 
correct-

 ‘made straight, amended,’ from the verb 
corrigere

 , from 
cor-

 ‘together’ + 
regere

 ‘guide.’ The adjective is via French.





correction

 
/kəˈrekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of correcting something




•
 
I checked the typing for errors and sent it back for correction.










2.
 
a change that rectifies an error or inaccuracy




•
 
he made a few corrections to my homework.










3.
 
used to introduce an amended version of something one has just said




•
 
after today—correction, she thought grimly, after tonight—she'd never see him again.










4.
 
a quantity adjusting a numerical result to allow for a departure from standard conditions.




5.
 
a temporary reversal in an overall trend of stock market prices, especially a brief fall during an overall increase




•
 
they're still looking for the market to go up and believe we are just going through a correction.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 punishment, especially that of criminals in prison intended to rectify their behavior.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
correctio(n-)

 , from 
corrigere

 ‘make straight, bring into order’ (see correct
 ).





correctional

 
/kəˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of or relating to the punishment of criminals in a way intended to rectify their behavior




•
 
a correctional institution.



















correction fluid

 
/kəˈrekSHən ˈflo͞oid/






noun




an opaque liquid painted over a typed or written error so as to leave a blank space for the insertion of the correct character.













correctitude

 
/kəˈrektəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




correctness, especially conscious correctness in one's behavior.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of correct
 and rectitude
 .





corrective

 
/kəˈrektiv/





I.
 
adjective




designed to correct or counteract something harmful or undesirable




•
 
management was informed so that corrective action could be taken.














II.
 
noun




a thing intended to correct or counteract something else




•
 
the move might be a 
corrective to

 some inefficient practices within hospitals.














III.
 
derivatives





correctively






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
correctif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
correctivus

 , from Latin 
correct-

 ‘brought into order,’ from the verb 
corrigere

 (see correct
 ).





correctly

 
/kəˈrektlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is true, factual, or appropriate; accurately




•
 
she correctly answered eight questions.










2.
 
in a way that is socially acceptable; properly




•
 
she had acted correctly.



















correctness

 
/kəˈrektnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being free from error; accuracy




•
 
there was evidence to support the correctness of the identification.










2.
 
the quality of being right in an opinion or judgment




•
 
he is trying to challenge the correctness of his criminal conviction.










3.
 
conformity to accepted social standards




•
 
the character was played with stuffy correctness.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 conformity to a particular political or ideological orthodoxy




•
 
high-end environmental correctness has a price.







See also political correctness
 .













corrector

 
/kəˈrektər/






noun




a person or thing that corrects something, especially a computer program or electronic device with a specified function




•
 
a spelling corrector.



















Correggio

 
/kəˈrej(ē)ō/






(
c.

 1494–1534), Italian painter; full name 
Antonio Allegri da Corregio

 . The soft, sensual style of his devotional and mythological paintings influenced the rococo style of the 18th century.









Corregidor

 
/kəˈreɡəˌdôr/






an island in the Philippines, just south of the Bataan Peninsula on Luzon Island, scene of World War II battles and now a national shrine.









correlate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkôrəˌlāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a mutual relationship or connection, in which one thing affects or depends on another




•
 
the study found that success in the educational system 
correlates

 highly 
with

 class.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — establish a mutual relationship or connection between




•
 
we should 
correlate

 general trends in public opinion 
with

 trends in the content of television news.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkôrələt /



1.
 
each of two or more related or complementary things




•
 
strategies to promote health should pay greater attention to financial hardship and other correlates of poverty.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): back-formation from correlation
 and correlative
 .






correlation

 
/ˌkôrəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mutual relationship or connection between two or more things




•
 
research showed a clear 
correlation between

 recession and levels of property crime.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 interdependence of variable quantities.




3.
 


[Statistics]

 a quantity measuring the extent of interdependence of variable quantities.




4.
 
the process of establishing a relationship or connection between two or more measures.








II.
 
derivatives





correlational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
correlatio(n-)

 , from 
cor-

 ‘together’ + 
relatio

 (see relation
 ).





correlation coefficient






noun




(Symbol: 
r

 )
 — 

[Statistics]

 a number between −1 and +1 calculated so as to represent the linear dependence of two variables or sets of data.














correlative

 
/kəˈrelədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a mutual relationship; corresponding




•
 
rights, whether moral or legal, can involve correlative duties.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of words such as 
neither

 and 
nor

 ) corresponding to each other and regularly used together.








II.
 
noun




a word or concept that has a mutual relationship with another word or concept




•
 
the child's right to education is a correlative of the parent's duty to send the child to school.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
correlatively

 
/kəˈrelədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
correlativity

 
/kəˌreləˈtivitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
correlativus

 , from 
cor-

 ‘together’ + late Latin 
relativus

 (see relative
 ).






correspond

 
/ˌkôrəˈspänd ˌkärəˈspänd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a close similarity; match or agree almost exactly




•
 
the carved heads described in the poem 
correspond to

 those in the drawing




•
 
communication is successful when the ideas in the minds of the speaker and hearer correspond.










2.
 
be analogous or equivalent in character, form, or function




•
 
the Inuit month 
corresponding to

 December was called Aagjulirvik.










3.
 
communicate by exchanging letters




•
 
Margaret 
corresponded with

 him until his death




•
 
the doctor and I corresponded for more than two decades.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
correspondre

 , from medieval Latin 
correspondere

 , from 
cor-

 ‘together’ + Latin 
respondere

 (see respond
 ).





correspondence

 
/ˌkôrəˈspändəns ˌkärəˈspändəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a close similarity, connection, or equivalence




•
 
there is a simple 
correspondence between

 the distance of a focused object from the eye and the size of its image on the retina.










2.
 
communication by exchanging letters with someone




•
 
the organization engaged in detailed 
correspondence with

 local congressmen.










3.
 
letters sent or received




•
 
his wife dealt with his private correspondence.














II.
 
derivatives





correspondency

 
/-dənsē /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
correspondentia

 , from 
correspondent-

 ‘corresponding’ (see correspondent
 ).





correspondence course

 
/ˌkôrəˈspändəns kôrs/






noun




a course of study in which student and teachers communicate by mail.













correspondence principle






noun






[Physics]

 the principle that states that for very large quantum numbers the laws of quantum theory merge with those of classical physics.













correspondence school






noun




a school offering correspondence courses.













correspondence theory

 

‹Philosophy›







noun




the theory that states that the definition or criterion of truth is that true propositions correspond to the facts.














correspondent

 
/ˌkôrəˈspändənt ˌkärəˈspändənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who writes letters to a person or a newspaper, especially on a regular basis




•
 
she wasn't much of a correspondent.










2.
 
a person employed to report for a newspaper or broadcasting organization, typically on a particular subject or from a particular country




•
 
a White House correspondent.














II.
 
adjective




corresponding.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Old French 
correspondant

 or medieval Latin 
correspondent-

 ‘corresponding,’ from the verb 
correspondere

 (see correspond
 ).





corresponding

 
/ˌkôrəˈspändiNG ˌkärəˈspändiNG/






adjective



1.
 
similar in character, form, or function




•
 
we discussed our corresponding viewpoints.










2.
 
able to be matched, joined, or interlocked




•
 
he dovetailed the corresponding pieces.










3.
 
dealing with written communication; having this responsibility




•
 
the corresponding secretary.










4.
 
having an honorary association with a group, especially at a distance (from the group's headquarters).




•
 
at the last meeting, 255 academicians and lesser-ranking corresponding members were elected.



















corresponding angles






plural noun






[Mathematics]

 the angles that occupy the same relative position at each intersection where a straight line crosses two others. If the two lines are parallel, the corresponding angles are equal.













correspondingly

 
/ˌkärəˈspändiNGlē/






adverb




in an analogous or equivalent way




•
 
it has fewer problems and correspondingly requires less maintenance.



















corrida

 
/kôˈrēdə/





I.
 
noun




a bullfight.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
corrida de toros

 ‘running of bulls.’






corrido

 
/ˌkôˈrēdō/





I.
 
noun




a ballad in a traditional Mexican style, typically having lyrics that narrate a historical event




•
 
several corridos devoted to the tragedy were composed.

















– origin

 Spanish.





corridor

 
/ˈkôrədər ˈkôrəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long passage in a building from which doors lead into rooms.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a passage along the side of a railroad car, from which doors lead into compartments.




3.
 
a belt of land linking two other areas or following a road or river




•
 
the valley provides the principal wildlife corridor between the uplands and the central urban area




•
 
the Boston-to-Washington corridor.














II.
 
phrases





the corridors of power






the senior levels of government or administration, where covert influence is regarded as being exerted and significant decisions are made.

[from the name of C. P. Snow's novel 
The Corridors of Power

 (1964).]















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a military term denoting a strip of land along the outer edge of a ditch, protected by a parapet): from French, from Italian 
corridore

 , alteration (by association with 
corridore

 ‘runner’) of 
corridoio

 ‘running place,’ from 
correre

 ‘to run,’ from Latin 
currere

 . The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.






corrie

 
/ˈkôrē ˈkärē/





I.
 
noun




a cirque, especially one in the mountains of Scotland.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
coire

 ‘cauldron, hollow.’





Corriedale

 
/ˈkôrēˌdāl, ˈkär-/





I.
 
noun




a sheep of a New Zealand breed kept for both wool and meat.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after an estate in New Zealand.





corrigendum

 
/ˌkôrəˈjendəm/





I.
 
noun




a thing to be corrected, typically an error in a printed book.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, neuter gerundive of 
corrigere

 ‘bring into order’ (see correct
 ).






corrigible

 
/ˈkôrəjəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being corrected, rectified, or reformed.








II.
 
derivatives





corrigibility

 
/ˌkôrijəˈbilitē, ˌkär- /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘liable to or deserving punishment’): via French from medieval Latin 
corrigibilis

 , from Latin 
corrigere

 ‘to correct.’





corroborant

 
/kəˈräb(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
corroborating; confirming.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a medicine) invigorating; producing strength.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
something that corroborates.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an invigorating medicine.













corroborate

 
/kəˈräbəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confirm or give support to (a statement, theory, or finding)




•
 
the witness had corroborated the boy's account of the attack.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
corroborative

 
/kəˈräb(ə)rədiv kəˈräbərādiv /






adjective













2.
 
corroborator

 
/kəˈräbəˌrādər /






noun













3.
 
corroboratory

 
/kəˈräb(ə)rəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make physically stronger’): from Latin 
corroborat-

 ‘strengthened,’ from the verb 
corroborare

 , from 
cor-

 ‘together’ + 
roborare

 , from 
robur

 ‘strength.’





corroboration

 
/kəˌräbəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




evidence that confirms or supports a statement, theory, or finding; confirmation




•
 
there is no independent corroboration for this.



















corroboree

 
/kəˈräbərē kəˌräbəˈrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Australian Aboriginal dance ceremony that may take the form of a sacred ritual or an informal gathering.




2.
 


(chiefly Austral.)

 a party or other social gathering, especially a lively one.











– origin

 from Dharuk 
garaabara

 , denoting a style of dancing.






corrode

 
/kəˈrōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy or damage (metal, stone, or other materials) slowly by chemical action




•
 
acid rain poisons fish and corrodes buildings.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of metal or other materials) be destroyed or damaged in this way




•
 
over the years copper tubing corrodes.










3.
 
destroy or weaken (something) gradually




•
 
the self-centered climate corrodes ideals and concerns about social justice.














II.
 
derivatives





corrodible

 
/kəˈrōdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
corrodere

 , from 
cor-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
rodere

 ‘gnaw.’





corrosion

 
/kəˈrōZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of corroding metal, stone, or other materials




•
 
each aircraft part is sprayed with oil to prevent corrosion.










2.
 
damage caused by corrosion




•
 
engineers found the corrosion when checking the bridge.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
corrosio(n-)

 , from Latin 
corrodere

 ‘gnaw through’ (see corrode
 ).





corrosive

 
/kəˈrōsiv kəˈrōziv/





I.
 
adjective




tending to cause corrosion.








II.
 
noun




a corrosive substance.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
corrosively

 
/kəˈrōsivlē kəˈrōzivlē /






adverb













2.
 
corrosiveness

 
/kəˈrōsivnəs kəˈrōzivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
corosif

 , 
-ive

 , from medieval Latin 
corrosivus

 , from Latin 
corros-

 ‘gnawed through,’ from the verb 
corrodere

 (see corrode
 ).





corrosive sublimate






noun






‹rare›

 another term for mercuric chloride
 .













corrugate

 
/ˈkôrəɡāt/





I.
 
verb




contract or cause to contract into wrinkles or folds


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Micky's brow corrugated in a simian frown.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
corrugat-

 ‘wrinkled,’ from the verb 
corrugare

 , from 
cor-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
rugare

 (from 
ruga

 ‘a wrinkle’).





corrugated

 
/ˈkôrəˌɡādəd ˈkärəˌɡādəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a material, surface, or structure) shaped into alternate ridges and grooves




•
 
the roof was made of corrugated iron.














II.
 
derivatives





corrugation

 
/ˌkôrəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun





















corrugated iron






noun




a building material consisting of iron or steel sheeting bent into a corrugated form.













corrugated paper

 
/ˈkôrəˌɡādid ˈpāpər/






noun




packaging material made from layers of thick paper, the top layer of which is alternately grooved and ridged for added strength and rigidity.














corrupt

 
/kəˈrəpt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a willingness to act dishonestly in return for money or personal gain




•
 
unscrupulous logging companies assisted by corrupt officials.










2.
 
evil or morally depraved




•
 
the play can do no harm since its audience is already corrupt.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of organic or inorganic matter) in a state of decay; rotten or putrid




•
 
a corrupt and rotting corpse.










4.
 
(of a text or a computer database or program) made unreliable by errors or alterations.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to act dishonestly in return for money or personal gain




•
 
there is a continuing fear of firms corrupting politicians in the search for contracts.










2.
 
cause to become morally depraved




•
 
he has corrupted the boy.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 infect; contaminate


(as 
adj.

 
corrupting

 )


•
 
the corrupting smell of death.










4.
 
change or debase by making errors or unintentional alterations




•
 
Epicurus's teachings have since been much corrupted.










5.
 
cause errors to appear in (a computer program or database)




•
 
a program that has somehow corrupted your system files.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
corrupter

 
/kəˈrəptər /






noun













2.
 
corruptibility

 
/kəˌrəptəˈbilədē /






noun













3.
 
corruptible

 
/kəˈrəptəb(ə)l /






adjective













4.
 
corruptive

 
/kəˈrəptiv /






adjective













5.
 
corruptly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
corruptus

 , past participle of 
corrumpere

 ‘mar, bribe, destroy,’ from 
cor-

 ‘altogether’ + 
rumpere

 ‘to break.’





corruption

 
/kəˈrəpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power, typically involving bribery




•
 
the journalist who wants to expose corruption in high places.










2.
 
the action of making someone or something morally depraved or the state of being so




•
 
the word “addict” conjures up evil and corruption.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 decay; putrefaction




•
 
the potato turned black and rotten with corruption.










4.
 
the process by which something, typically a word or expression, is changed from its original use or meaning to one that is regarded as erroneous or debased.




5.
 
the process of causing errors to appear in a computer program or database.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
corruptio(n-)

 , from 
corrumpere

 ‘mar, bribe, destroy’ (see corrupt
 ).





corruptionist

 
/kəˈrəpSH(ə)nəst/






noun




one who practices or endorses corruption, especially in politics.













corrupt practice






noun

 — (often 
corrupt practices

 )


1.
 
a fraudulent activity, especially an attempt to rig an election.













corsage

 
/kôrˈsäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spray of flowers worn pinned to a woman's clothes.




2.
 
the upper part of a woman's dress.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2): French, from Old French 
cors

 ‘body,’ from Latin 
corpus

 .






corsair

 
/ˌkôrˈser/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a pirate.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a pirate ship.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a privateer, especially one operating along the southern coast of the Mediterranean in the 16th–18th centuries.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
corsaire

 , from medieval Latin 
cursarius

 , from 
cursus

 ‘a raid, plunder,’ special use of Latin 
cursus

 ‘course,’ from 
currere

 ‘to run.’






corse

 
/kôrs/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a corpse.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cors

 ‘body,’ from Latin 
corpus

 . Compare with corpse
 .






Corse

 
/kôrs/






French name for Corsica
 .










corselet

 
/ˈkôrslət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of armor covering the trunk.




2.
 
variant spelling of corselette
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
corslet

 , diminutive of 
cors

 ‘body.’






corselette

 
/ˈkôrslət /

 
corselet





I.
 
noun




a woman's foundation garment combining corset and bra.











– origin

 1920s: from 
corselet

 (see corselet
 ).






corset

 
/ˈkôrsət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's tightly fitting undergarment extending from below the chest to the hips, worn to shape the figure.




2.
 
a fitted garment extending from below the chest to the hips, worn by men or women to support a weak or injured back.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a tightly fitting laced or stiffened outer bodice or dress.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
corseted






adjective













2.
 
corsetry

 
/-trē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
cors

 ‘body,’ from Latin 
corpus

 . The sense ‘close-fitting undergarment’ dates from the late 18th cent., by which time the sense ‘bodice’ had mainly historical reference.





corsetière

 
/ˌkôrsəˈti(ə)r, -ˈtyer/





I.
 
noun




a woman who makes or fits corsets.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, feminine of 
corsetier

 , from 
corset

 (see corset
 ).






Corsica

 
/ˈkôrsəkə/






a mountainous island off the western coast of Italy that forms an administrative region of France; pop. 273,000 (est. 2004); chief towns, Bastia (northern department) and Ajaccio (southern department). It was the birthplace of Napoleon I.

French name Corse
 .









Corsican

 
/ˈkôrsəkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Corsica.




2.
 
the language of Corsica, which originated as a dialect of Italian.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Corsica, its people, or their language.













Corsicana

 
/ˌkôrsəˈkänə/






a city in east central Texas, an oil center; pop. 26,459 (est. 2008).









cortado

 
/kôrˈtäˌdō/





I.
 
noun




espresso with a small amount of steamed milk




•
 
Harry paid for a double espresso and a cortado.

















– origin

 from Spanish 
(café) cortado

 , literally ‘cut (coffee),’ from 
cortar

 ‘to cut.’





cortège

 
/kôrˈteZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solemn procession, especially for a funeral.




2.
 
a person's entourage or retinue.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
corteggio

 , from 
corteggiare

 ‘attend court,’ from 
corte

 ‘court,’ from Latin 
cohors

 , 
cohort-

 ‘retinue.’





Cortes

 
/ˈkôrtez/





I.
 
the legislative assembly of Spain and formerly of Portugal.







– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese, plural of 
corte

 ‘court,’ from Latin 
cohors

 , 
cohort-

 ‘yard, retinue.’





Cortés, Hernando

 
/kôrˈtez /

 
Cortez






(1485–1547), first of the Spanish conquistadors. He overthrew the Aztec empire by conquering its capital, Tenochtitlán, in 1519 and by deposing its emperor, Montezuma. In 1521, he destroyed Tenochtitlán completely, established Mexico City as the capital of New Spain (now Mexico), and served briefly as its governor.










cortex

 
/ˈkôrˌteks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the outer layer of the cerebrum (the 
cerebral cortex

 ), composed of folded gray matter and playing an important role in consciousness.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 an outer layer of another organ or body part such as a kidney (the 
renal cortex

 ), the cerebellum, or a hair.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 an outer layer of tissue immediately below the epidermis of a stem or root.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘bark.’





cortical

 
/ˈkôrdək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to the outer layer of the cerebrum




•
 
the imaging of the brain showed cortical atrophy.










2.
 
relating to an outer layer of another organ or body part such as a kidney




•
 
the outline of the kidney is irregular due to cortical scarring.










3.
 


[Botany]

 relating to or forming an outer layer of tissue immediately below the epidermis of a stem or root




•
 
a probe was inserted into cortical cells of cotton roots.



















corticate

 
/ˈkôrdəkāt ˈkôrdəkət/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 having a cortex, bark, or rind.








II.
 
derivatives





cortication

 
/ˌkôrtəˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
corticatus

 , from 
cortex

 , 
cortic-

 ‘bark.’






cortico-





I.
 
combining form




representing cortex
 , esp. with reference to the adrenal and cerebral cortices:




•
 
corticosterone.

















– origin

 from Latin 
cortex

 , 
cortic-

 ‘bark.’





corticofugal

 
/ˌkôrdəkōˈfyo͞oɡəl /

 
corticifugal





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 (of a nerve fiber) originating in and running from the cerebral cortex.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cortico-
 ‘cortex’ + Latin 
fugere

 ‘run from.’





corticoid

 
/ˈkôrtəˌkoid/






noun




another term for corticosteroid
 .














corticosteroid

 
/ˌkôrdəkōˈsteroid ˌkôrdəkōˈstiroid/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of steroid hormones produced in the adrenal cortex or made synthetically. There are two kinds: glucocorticoids and mineralocorticoids. They have various metabolic functions and some are used to treat inflammation.













corticosterone

 
/ˌkôrdəˈkästərōn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the adrenal cortex, one of the glucocorticoids.













corticotropin

 
/ˌkôrdəkōˈtrōpən /

 
corticotrophin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for adrenocorticotropic hormone
 .













cortile

 
/ˌkôrtēˈlā/





I.
 
noun




(in Italy) an enclosed area, typically roofless and arcaded, within or attached to a building.











– origin

 Italian, derivative of 
corte

 ‘court.’





cortina

 
/kôrˈtīnə, -ˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in some toadstools) a thin weblike veil extending from the edge of the cap to the stalk.








II.
 
derivatives





cortinate

 
/ˈkôrtnˌāt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, literally ‘curtain.’





cortisol

 
/ˈkôrtəˌsôl, -ˌsōl/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for hydrocortisone
 .













cortisone

 
/ˈkôrdəˌsōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone produced by the adrenal cortex. One of the glucocorticoids, it is also made synthetically for use as an anti-inflammatory and anti-allergy agent.











– origin

 1940s: from elements of its chemical name 
17-hydroxy-11-dehydrocorticosterone

 .





Cortland

 
/ˈkôrtlənd/





I.
 
noun




a dessert apple of a variety with red skin and sweet flesh, originating in the United States




•
 
I prefer using Cortlands for baking, but they weren't available.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Cortland

 County, New York, near which the apple was developed.






corundum

 
/kəˈrəndəm/





I.
 
noun




extremely hard aluminum oxide, used as an abrasive. Ruby and sapphire are varieties of corundum.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Tamil 
kuruntam

 and Telugu 
kuruvindam

 .






Corunna

 
/kəˈrənə/






a port in northwestern Spain; pop. 245,164 (2008). It was the point of departure for the armada in 1588.

Spanish name La Coruña
 .









coruscant

 
/kəˈrəskənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 glittering; sparkling.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
coruscant-

 ‘vibrating, glittering,’ from the verb 
coruscare

 .





coruscate

 
/ˈkôrəˌskāt ˈkärəˌskāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (of light) flash or sparkle




•
 
the light was coruscating from the walls.














II.
 
derivatives





coruscation

 
/kôrəˈskāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
coruscat-

 ‘glittered,’ from the verb 
coruscare

 .





coruscating

 
/ˈkôrəˌskādiNG/






adjective



1.
 
flashing; sparkling




•
 
a coruscating kaleidoscope of colors.










2.
 
brilliant or striking in content or style




•
 
the play's coruscating wit.



















Corvallis

 
/kôrˈvaləs/






a city in western Oregon, on the Willamette River, home to Oregon State University; pop. 51,110 (est. 2008).









corvée

 
/kôrˈvā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a day's unpaid labor owed by a vassal to his feudal lord.




2.
 


‹historical›

 forced labor exacted in lieu of taxes, in particular that on public roads.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
corrogare

 ‘ask for, collect.’ Rare in English before the late 18th cent.





corvette

 
/kôrˈvet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small warship designed for convoy escort duty.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a sailing warship with one tier of guns.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Dutch 
korf

 , denoting a kind of ship, + the diminutive suffix 
-ette

 .





corvid

 
/ˈkôrvid/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a bird of the crow family (
Corvidae

 ); a crow.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Corvidae

 (plural), from Latin 
corvus

 ‘raven.’





corvina1


 
/kôrˈvēnə/





I.
 
noun




a variety of wine grape native to the Veneto region of northeastern Italy, used to make Valpolicella and Bardolino.











– origin

 Italian (feminine adjective), literally ‘raven-black.’





corvina2


 
/ˌkôrˈvēnə/





I.
 
noun




a marine food and game fish of the drum family, found on the Pacific coasts of California and Mexico and sometimes living in fresh water.

[Genus 
Cynoscion

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 : two species, in particular the 
shortfin corvina

 (
C. parvipennis

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese.





corvine

 
/ˈkôrvīn/





I.
 
adjective




of or like a raven or crow, especially in color.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
corvinus

 , from 
corvus

 ‘raven.’





Corvus

 
/ˈkôrvəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small southern constellation (the Crow or Raven), south of Virgo.




II.
 
(
Corvi

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Corvi.













– origin

 Latin.





corybantic

 
/ˌkôrəˈban(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




wild; frenzied.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from 
Corybantes

 , Latin name of the priests of Cybele, a Phrygian goddess of nature who performed wild dances, from Greek 
Korubantes

 + -ic
 .





corydalis

 
/kəˈridələs/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant of the poppy family with spurred tubular flowers, closely related to bleeding heart and found in north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Corydalis

 , family 
Fumariaceae

 : many species, including 
yellow corydalis

 (
C. flavula

 ) of the eastern US.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
korudallis

 ‘crested lark,’ alluding to a similarity between the flower and the bird's spur.





corymb

 
/ˈkôrim(b) ˈkärim(b)/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flower cluster whose lower stalks are proportionally longer so that the flowers form a flat or slightly convex head.








II.
 
derivatives





corymbose

 
/ˈkôrimˌbōs ˈkärimˌbōs ˈkôrimˌbōz ˈkärimˌbōz /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
corymbe

 or Latin 
corymbus

 , from Greek 
korumbos

 ‘cluster.’






corynebacterium

 
/ˌkôrənēbakˈti(ə)rēəm, kəˌrinə-/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that sometimes causes disease in humans and other animals, including diphtheria.

[Genus 
Corynebacterium

 ; Gram-positive nonmotile club-shaped rods.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
korunē

 ‘club’ + bacterium
 .





coryphée

 
/ˌkôrəˈfā/





I.
 
noun




a leading dancer in a corps de ballet.











– origin

 French, via Latin from Greek 
koruphaios

 ‘leader of a chorus,’ from 
koruphē

 ‘head.’





coryza

 
/kəˈrīzə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 catarrhal inflammation of the mucous membrane in the nose, caused especially by a cold or by hay fever.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
koruza

 ‘nasal mucus.’





cos1


 
/käs /

 
cos lettuce





I.
 
noun




another term for romaine
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: named after the Aegean island of 
Cos

 , where it originated.






cos2


 
/käs/






abbreviation




cosine.













cos3


 
/käz kəz /

 
'cos






conjunction






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 because.




•
 
I got quite upset, cos I'd worked so hard.



















Cosa Nostra

 
/ˌkōsə ˈnōstrə, ˌkōzə/





I.
 
a US criminal organization resembling and related to the Mafia.







– origin

 Italian, literally ‘our affair.’





Cosby, Bill

 
/ˈkôzbē, ˈkäz-/






(1937–), US comedian, actor, and writer; full name 
William Henry Cosby, Jr.

 He was the first African American to star in a weekly television drama (
I Spy

 ; 1965–68). His comedy series 
The Cosby Show

 1984–92 was one of the most successful programs in television history. He wrote 
Fatherhood

 (1986) and 
Love and Marriage

 (1989).









coscoroba swan

 
/ˌkäskəˈrōbə ˌswän/





I.
 
noun




a small South American swan with white plumage and bright pink legs and feet.

[
Coscoroba coscoroba

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
coscoroba

 from the modern Latin taxonomic name, of unknown origin.





cosec

 
/ˈkōsek/






abbreviation




cosecant.













cosecant

 
/kōˈsēkənt/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 the ratio of the hypotenuse (in a right-angled triangle) to the side opposite an acute angle; the reciprocal of sine.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
cosecant-

 , from co-
 ‘mutually’ + Latin 
secant-

 ‘cutting’ (from the verb 
secare

 ). Compare with secant
 .





coseismal

 
/kōˈsīsməl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to points on the earth's surface affected by an earthquake simultaneously.








II.
 
noun




a line on a map connecting coseismal points.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from co-
 ‘jointly’ + 
seismal

 (from Greek 
seismos

 ‘earthquake,’ from 
seien

 ‘to shake’).





coset

 
/ˈkōset/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a set composed of all the products obtained by multiplying each element of a subgroup in turn by one particular element of the group containing the subgroup.













cosh1


 
/käSH /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




a thick heavy stick or bar used as a weapon; a bludgeon.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone) on the head with a cosh.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





cosh2


 
/käSH/





I.
 
abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 hyperbolic cosine.











– origin

 from cos
 2
 + 
-h

 for 
hyperbolic

 . Compare with coth
 .





co-sign

 
/ˈkōsīn/






verb



1.
 
sign (a document) in order to guarantee a loan or other obligation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
co-sign a loan




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
see if your parents will co-sign for you.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — designate with two different labels or signs




•
 
original interchange numbers will be co-signed with new numbers for two years after the conversion




•
 
U.S. 400 is co-signed with U.S. 166 for about 8 miles.



















cosignatory

 
/kōˈsiɡnəˌtôrē/






noun




a person or state signing a treaty or other document jointly with others.














Cosimo de' Medici

 
/ˌkôzēˌmō də ˈmedəCHē/






(1389–1464), Italian statesman and banker; known as 
Cosimo the Elder

 . He laid the foundations for the Medici family's power in Florence, becoming the city's ruler in 1434 and using his considerable wealth to promote the arts and learning.









cosine

 
/ˈkōˌsīn/






noun






[Mathematics]

 the trigonometric function that is equal to the ratio of the side adjacent to an acute angle (in a right-angled triangle) to the hypotenuse.













co-sleeping

 
/ˌkōˈslēpiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of sleeping in the same bed with one's infant or young child




•
 
co-sleeping often facilitates a good breastfeeding relationship.














II.
 
derivatives





co-sleep






verb





















cosmeceutical

 
/ˌkäzməˈso͞odik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a cosmetic that has or is claimed to have medicinal properties, especially anti-aging ones.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
cosmetic

 and 
pharmaceutical

 .





cosmetic

 
/käzˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or relating to treatment intended to restore or improve a person's appearance




•
 
cosmetic surgery.










2.
 
designed or serving to improve the appearance of the body, especially the face




•
 
lens designs can improve the cosmetic effect of your glasses.










3.
 
affecting only the appearance of something rather than its substance




•
 
the reform package was merely a cosmetic exercise.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
cosmetics

 )


1.
 
a product applied to the body, especially the face, to improve its appearance.








III.
 
derivatives





cosmetically

 
/käzˈmedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun denoting the art of beautifying the body): from French 
cosmétique

 , from Greek 
kosmētikos

 , from 
kosmein

 ‘arrange or adorn,’ from 
kosmos

 ‘order or adornment.’





cosmetician

 
/ˌkäzməˈtiSHən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who sells or applies cosmetics as an occupation.













cosmetology

 
/ˌkäzməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the professional skill or practice of beautifying the face, hair, and skin.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cosmetological

 
/-təˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
cosmetologist

 
/ˌkäzməˈtäləjəst /






noun





















cosmic

 
/ˈkäzmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the universe or cosmos, especially as distinct from the earth




•
 
cosmic matter.










2.
 
inconceivably vast




•
 
the song is a masterpiece of cosmic proportions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cosmical






adjective













2.
 
cosmically

 
/ˈkäzmik(ə)lē /






adverb





















cosmic dust

 
/ˈkäzmik dəst/






noun




small particles of matter distributed throughout space.













cosmic radiation






noun




radiation consisting of cosmic rays.













cosmic ray






noun




a highly energetic atomic nucleus or other particle traveling through space at a speed approaching that of light.














cosmo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the world or the universe




•
 
cosmodrome




•
 
cosmography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kosmos

 ‘order, world.’





cosmodrome

 
/ˈkäzməˌdrōm/





I.
 
noun




(in the countries of the former Soviet Union) a launching site for spacecraft.











– origin

 1950s: from cosmo-
 + -drome
 , on the pattern of 
aerodrome

 .





cosmogenesis

 
/ˌkäzmōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun




the origin or evolution of the universe.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cosmogenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective













2.
 
cosmogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective





















cosmogony

 
/käzˈmäɡənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of science that deals with the origin of the universe, especially the solar system.




2.
 
a theory regarding this




•
 
in their cosmogony, the world was thought to be a square, flat surface.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cosmogonic

 
/ˌkäzməˈɡänik /






adjective













2.
 
cosmogonical

 
/ˌkäzməˈɡänikəl /






adjective













3.
 
cosmogonist

 
/-nist /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
kosmogonia

 , from 
kosmos

 ‘order or world’ + 
-gonia

 ‘-begetting.’





cosmography

 
/käzˈmäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the science that deals with the general features of the universe, including the earth. The branches of cosmography include astronomy, geography, and geology.




2.
 
a description or representation of the universe or the earth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cosmographer

 
/käzˈmäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
cosmographic

 
/ˌkäzməˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
cosmographical

 
/ˌkäzməˈɡrafikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
cosmographie

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
kosmographia

 , from 
kosmos

 (see cosmos
 1
 ) + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





cosmological

 
/käzməˈläjik(ə)l/






adjective




relating to the origin and development of the universe




•
 
the general theory of relativity led to major developments in cosmological theory.




















cosmological argument

 
/ˌkäzməˌläjəkəl ˈärɡyəmənt/






noun






[Philosophy]

 an argument for the existence of God that claims that all things in nature depend on something else for their existence (i.e., are contingent), and that the whole cosmos must therefore itself depend on a being that exists independently or necessarily.

Compare with ontological argument
 and teleological argument
 .













cosmological constant






noun






[Physics]

 an arbitrary constant in the field equations of general relativity.













cosmology

 
/käzˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the science of the origin and development of the universe. Modern astronomy is dominated by the Big Bang theory, which brings together observational astronomy and particle physics.




2.
 
an account or theory of the origin of the universe.








II.
 
derivatives





cosmologist

 
/käzˈmäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
cosmologie

 or modern Latin 
cosmologia

 , from Greek 
kosmos

 ‘order, world’ + 
-logia

 ‘discourse.’





cosmonaut

 
/ˈkäzməˌnôt ˈkäzməˌnät/





I.
 
noun




a Russian astronaut.











– origin

 1950s: from cosmos
 1
 , on the pattern of 
astronaut

 and Russian 
kosmonavt

 .





cosmopolis

 
/käzˈmäpələs/





I.
 
noun




a city inhabited by people from many different countries.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kosmos

 ‘world’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’





cosmopolitan

 
/ˌkäzməˈpälətn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
familiar with and at ease in many different countries and cultures




•
 
his knowledge of French, Italian, and Spanish made him genuinely cosmopolitan.










2.
 
including people from many different countries




•
 
immigration transformed the city into a cosmopolitan metropolis.










3.
 
having an exciting and glamorous character associated with travel and a mixture of cultures




•
 
their designs became a byword for cosmopolitan chic.










4.
 
(of a plant or animal) found all over the world.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cosmopolitan person.




2.
 
a cosmopolitan organism or species.




3.
 
a cocktail typically made with vodka, Cointreau, cranberry juice, and lime juice.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cosmopolitanism

 
/ˌkäzməˈpälətnˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
cosmopolitanize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from cosmopolite
 + -an
 .






cosmopolite

 
/käzˈmäpəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a cosmopolitan person.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Greek 
kosmopolitēs

 , from 
kosmos

 ‘world’ + 
politēs

 ‘citizen.’






cosmos1


 
/ˈkäzməs ˈkäzˌmōs ˈkäzˌmäs/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the cosmos

 )


1.
 
the universe seen as a well-ordered whole




•
 
he sat staring deep into the void, reminding himself of his place in the cosmos.










2.
 
a system of thought




•
 
the new gender-free intellectual cosmos.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Greek 
kosmos

 ‘order or world.’





cosmos2


 
/ˈkäzməs ˈkäzˌmōs ˈkäzˌmäs/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental plant of the daisy family with single dahlialike flowers. Native to tropical America, it is widely grown as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Cosmos

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 from Greek 
kosmos

 in the sense ‘ornament.’





COSPAR

 
/ˈkōspär/






abbreviation




Committee on Space Research.













cosplay

 
/ˈkäzˌplā, ˈkäsˌplā/





I.
 
noun




the practice of dressing up as a character from a movie, book, or video game, especially one from the Japanese genres of manga and anime.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in cosplay.








III.
 
derivatives





cosplayer





a.
 
noun








b.
 
noun



















– origin

 1990s: blend of costume
 and play
 .






Cossack

 
/ˈkäsˌak ˈkäsək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southern Russia and Ukraine, noted for their horsemanship and military skill.




2.
 
a member of a Cossack military unit.





The Cossacks had their origins in the 14th century when refugees from religious persecution, outlaws, adventurers, and escaped serfs banded together in settlements for protection. Under the tsars they were allowed considerable autonomy in return for protecting the frontiers; with the collapse of Soviet rule, Cossack groups have reasserted their identity in both Russia and Ukraine.




II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of the Cossacks.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Russian 
kazak

 from Turkic,‘vagabond, nomad’; later influenced by French 
Cosaque

 (see also Kazakh
 ).





cosset

 
/ˈkäsət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
care for and protect in an overindulgent way




•
 
all her life she'd been cosseted by her family.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a lamb brought up by hand, later a spoiled child): probably from Anglo-Norman French 
coscet

 ‘cottager,’ from Old English 
cotsǣta

 ‘cottar.’





cost

 
/kôst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an object or an action) require the payment of (a specified sum of money) before it can be acquired or done




•
 
each issue of the magazine costs $2.25.










2.
 
cause the loss of




•
 
driving at more than double the speed limit cost the woman her driving license.










3.
 


‹informal›

 be expensive for (someone)




•
 
if you want to own an island, it'll cost you.










4.
 
(
past

 and 
past participle

 costed)
 — estimate the price of




•
 
it is their job to plan and cost a media schedule for the campaign.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount that has to be paid or spent to buy or obtain something




•
 
we are able to 
cover the cost

 of the event




•
 
health care costs




•
 
the tunnel has been built 
at

 no 
cost to

 the state.










2.
 
the effort, loss, or sacrifice necessary to achieve or obtain something




•
 
she averted a train accident 
at the cost of

 her life.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at all costs (or at any cost)






regardless of the price to be paid or the effort needed




•
 
he was anxious to avoid war at all costs.















2.
 
at cost






at cost price; without profit to the seller.









3.
 
cost an arm and a leg






see arm
 1
 .









4.
 
cost someone dearly (or dear)






involve someone in a serious loss or a heavy penalty




•
 
they were really bad mistakes on my part and they cost us dearly.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coust

 (noun), 
couster

 (verb), based on Latin 
constare

 ‘stand firm, stand at a price.’





costa

 
/ˈkästə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a rib, midrib, or riblike structure.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Entomology]

 the main vein running along the leading edge of an insect's wing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin.





Costa, Lúcio

 
/ˈkôstə/






(1902–63), Brazilian architect, town planner, and architectural historian; born in France. He designed Brasilia, the capital of Brazil, in 1956.









Costa Blanca

 
/ˌkästə ˈblaNGkə/





I.
 
a resort region on the Mediterranean coast of southeastern Spain.







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘white coast.’





Costa Brava

 
/ˌkôstə ˈbrävə/





I.
 
a resort region on the Mediterranean coast of northeastern Spain, north of Barcelona.







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘wild coast.’





cost accounting





I.
 
noun




the recording of all the costs incurred in a business in a way that can be used to improve its management.








II.
 
derivatives





cost accountant






noun





















Costa del Sol

 
/ˌkôstə del ˈsôl/





I.
 
a resort region on the Mediterranean coast of southern Spain.







– origin

 Spanish,‘coast of the sun.’





costal

 
/ˈkästəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ribs.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to a costa.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
costalis

 , from Latin 
costa

 ‘rib.’





Costa Mesa

 
/ˌkōstə ˈmāsə, ˌkästə/






a city in southwestern California, on the Pacific Ocean, south of Los Angeles; pop. 110,080 (est. 2008).









costar

 
/ˈkōˌstär/





I.
 
noun




a leading actor or actress appearing in a movie, on stage, etc., with another or others of equal importance.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appear in a production as a costar




•
 
she 
costarred with

 Robert De Niro in the movie version.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a production) include as a costar




•
 
his latest movie costars Meryl Streep.




















costard

 
/ˈkästərd /

 
Costard





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a cooking apple of a large ribbed variety.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a person's head.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from 
coste

 ‘rib,’ from Latin 
costa

 .





Costa Rica

 
/ˌkōstə ˈrikə/






I.

1.
 
a republic in Central America on the Isthmus of Panama, with coastlines on the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea; pop. 4,253,900 (est. 2009); capital, San José; language, Spanish.





Colonized by Spain in the early 16th century, Costa Rica achieved independence in 1823 and emerged as a separate country in 1838.







– origin

 Spanish,‘rich coast.’





Costa Rican

 
/ˌkōstə ˈrēk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Costa Rica or its people




•
 
a Costa Rican rainforest.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Costa Rica




•
 
the three-day race was won by a native Costa Rican.



















costate

 
/ˈkäsˌtāt, ˈkästət/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 ribbed; possessing a costa.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
costatus

 , from 
costa

 ‘rib.’





cost–benefit






adjective




relating to or denoting a process that assesses the relation between the cost of an undertaking and the value of the resulting benefits




•
 
a cost–benefit analysis.



















cost center






noun




a department or other unit within an organization to which costs may be charged for accounting purposes.














cost-effective





I.
 
adjective




effective or productive in relation to its cost




•
 
the most cost-effective way to invest in the stock market.














II.
 
derivatives





cost-effectively






adverb





















cost-effectiveness

 
/ˈkôstəˌfektivnəs/






noun




the degree to which something is effective or productive in relation to its cost




•
 
the college will be able to improve the cost-effectiveness of policing.



















cost-efficient

 
/ˈkôstəˌfiSHənt/





I.
 
adjective




another term for cost-effective
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cost-efficiency






noun





















costermonger

 
/ˈkästərˌməNGɡər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a person who sells goods, especially fruit and vegetables, from a handcart in the street.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting an apple seller): from costard
 + -monger
 .





costive

 
/ˈkästiv ˈkôstiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
constipated.




2.
 
slow or reluctant in speech or action; unforthcoming




•
 
if he did ask her she would become costive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
costively






adverb













2.
 
costiveness

 
/ˈkästivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
constipatus

 ‘pressed together’ (see constipated
 ).





costly

 
/ˈkôs(t)lē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
costing a lot; expensive




•
 
major problems requiring costly repairs.










2.
 
causing suffering, loss, or disadvantage




•
 
the government's biggest and most costly mistake.














II.
 
derivatives





costliness

 
/ˈkäs(t)lēnəs /






noun






















costmary

 
/ˈkôstmerē/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic plant of the daisy family, formerly used in medicine and for flavoring ale prior to the use of hops.

[
Balsamita major

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete 
cost

 (via Latin from Greek 
kostos

 , via Arabic from Sanskrit 
kuṣṭha

 , denoting an aromatic plant) + 
Mary

 , the mother of Jesus Christ (with whom it was associated in medieval times because of its medicinal qualities).





Costner, Kevin

 
/ˈkästnər/






(1955–), US actor, director, and producer. As an actor, his movies include 
Field of Dreams

 (1989), 
Dances with Wolves

 (1990; also director), 
JFK

 (1991), and 
Message in a Bottle

 (1999).









cost of living






noun




the level of prices relating to a range of everyday items.














cost-of-living index

 
/ˌkäst əv ˈliviNG inˌdeks /

 
CLI






noun




former term for consumer price index
 .













cost-plus

 
/ˈkôstˌpləs/






adjective




relating to or denoting a method of pricing a service or product in which a fixed profit factor is added to the costs.













cost saving





I.
 
noun




a reduction in expenses, especially in business




•
 
the consolidation of these manufacturing facilities will deliver significant cost savings.














II.
 
adjective




serving to reduce expenses, especially in business




•
 
research into cost-saving technologies




•
 
cost-saving measures.




















costume





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkäsˌt(y)o͞om /



1.
 
a set of clothes in a style typical of a particular country or historical period




•
 
authentic Elizabethan costumes




•
 
children in national costume singing folk music.










2.
 
a set of clothes worn by an actor or other performer for a particular role or by someone attending a masquerade




•
 
a nun's costume.










3.
 
a set of clothes, especially a woman's ensemble, for a particular occasion or purpose; an outfit.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/käsˈt(y)o͞om ˈkäst(y)o͞om ˈkästəm /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress (someone) in a particular set of clothes




•
 
an all-woman troupe elaborately costumed in clinging silver lamé.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
custume

 ‘custom, fashion, habit,’ from Latin 
consuetudo

 (see custom
 ).





costume drama

 
/ˈkäsˌt(y)o͞om ˈdrämə /

 
costume play






noun




a television or film production set in a particular historical period, in which the actors wear costumes typical of that period.













costume jewelry






noun




jewelry made with inexpensive materials or imitation gems.













costumer

 
/ˈkästyo͞omər käsˈtyo͞omər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 costumier





I.
 
noun




a person or company that makes or supplies theatrical or fancy-dress costumes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
costumier

 , from 
costumer

 ‘dress in a costume’ (see costume
 ).





cot1


 
/kät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a camp bed, particularly a portable, collapsible one.




2.
 
a plain narrow bed.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a baby's crib.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally Anglo-Indian, denoting a light bedstead): from Hindi 
khāṭ

 ‘bedstead, hammock.’






cot2


 
/kät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small shelter for livestock.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a small, simple cottage.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; compare with Old Norse 
kytja

 ‘hovel’; related to cote
 .






cot3


 
/kät/






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 cotangent.













cotangent

 
/kōˈtanjənt/






noun






[Mathematics]

 (in a right-angled triangle) the ratio of the side (other than the hypotenuse) adjacent to a particular acute angle to the side opposite the angle.













cotch

 
/käCH /

 
kotch





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 spend time relaxing




•
 
I'm still up—just been cotching on the sofa since I got in.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 stay or sleep somewhere on a temporary basis




•
 
looks like I'm cotching on the streets tonight.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in Jamaican English, in sense ‘rest, lean on something for support’): apparently a variant of scotch
 1
 .





cot death

 
/ˈkät ˌdeTH/






noun






(Brit.)

 informal term for sudden infant death syndrome
 .














cote

 
/kōt/





I.
 
noun




a shelter for mammals or birds, especially pigeons.











– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘cottage’), of Germanic origin; related to cot
 2
 .






Côte d'Azur

 
/ˌkōt däˈzYr, ˌkōt dəˈzo͝or/






a coastal area of southeastern France, along the Mediterranean Sea, roughly coterminous with the French Riviera. It includes the towns of Cannes, Saint Tropez, Juan-les-Pins, and Antibes and the city of Nice, as well as the principality of Monaco.










Côte d'Ivoire

 
/ˌkōt dēvˈwär/






a country in West Africa, on the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 20,617,100 (est. 2009); capital, Yamoussoukro; languages, French (official) and West African languages.

Also called Ivory Coast
 . The area was explored by the Portuguese in the late 15th century. Subsequently, it was disputed over by traders from various European countries, who mainly sought ivory and slaves. Made a French protectorate in 1842, it became a fully independent republic in 1960.









cote-hardie

 
/ˌkōtˈärdē, ˌkōtˈhärdē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a medieval close-fitting tunic with sleeves, worn by both sexes.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
cote

 ‘coat’ + 
hardie

 (feminine) ‘bold.’





coterie

 
/ˈkōdərē ˌkōdəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




a small group of people with shared interests or tastes, especially one that is exclusive of other people




•
 
a coterie of friends and advisers.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, earlier denoting an association of tenants, based on Middle Low German 
kote

 ‘cote.’






coterminous

 
/kōˈtərmənəs/





I.
 
adjective




having the same boundaries or extent in space, time, or meaning




•
 
the southern frontier was coterminous with the French Congo colony.














II.
 
derivatives





coterminously






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of conterminous
 .






coth

 
/käTH/





I.
 
abbreviation




hyperbolic cotangent.











– origin

 from cot
 3
 + 
-h

 for 
hyperbolic

 .





cothurnus

 
/kōˈTHərnəs/






noun



1.
 
a thick-soled boot or buskin worn by actors in Greek tragedy.




2.
 
an elevated style of acting in classical tragic drama.













cotidal line

 
/kōˈtīdl ˌlīn/






noun




a line on a map connecting points at which a tidal level, especially high tide, occurs simultaneously.













cotillion

 
/kəˈtilyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an 18th-century French dance based on the contredanse.




2.
 


(US)

 a quadrille.




3.
 


(US)

 a formal ball, especially one at which debutantes are presented.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
cotillon

 , literally ‘petticoat dance,’ diminutive of 
cotte

 , from Old French 
cote

 .





cotinga

 
/kōˈtiNGɡə, kə-/





I.
 
noun




a perching bird found in the forests of Central and South America, the male of which is frequently brilliantly colored.

[Family 
Cotingidae

 (the 
cotinga family

 ): several genera, esp. 
Cotinga

 , and numerous species. The cotinga family also includes the bellbirds, umbrellabirds, and cocks-of-the-rock, and is sometimes placed within the family 
Tyrannidae

 .]











– origin

 via French from Tupi 
cutinga

 .





cotoneaster

 
/kəˌtōnēˈastər/





I.
 
noun




a small-leaved shrub of the rose family, cultivated as a hedging plant or for its bright red berries, which often remain on the plant throughout the winter.

[Genus 
Cotoneaster

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
cotoneum

 (see quince
 ) + -aster
 .





Cotonou

 
/ˌkōtnˈo͞o/






the largest city, chief port, and commercial and political center of Benin, on the coast of West Africa; pop. 719,912 (2006).









Cotopaxi

 
/ˌkōtəˈpäksē, -ˈpaksē/






the highest active volcano in the world, in the Andes in central Ecuador, that rises to 19,142 feet (5,896 m). Its name is Quechuan and means “shining peak.”









cotrimoxazole

 
/ˌkōtrīˈmäksəzōl/






noun






[Medicine]

 a mixture of the drugs sulfamethoxazole and trimethoprim, used to treat bacterial infections synergistically.













COTS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 commercial off-the-shelf.













Cotswold

 
/ˈkätswōld/





I.
 
noun




a sheep of a breed with fine wool, often used to produce crossbred lambs.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Cotswolds.













Cotswold Hills

 
/ˈkätswəld, -ˌswōld /

 
the Cotswolds






a range of limestone hills in southwestern England.









cotta

 
/ˈkädə/





I.
 
noun




a short garment resembling a surplice, worn typically by Catholic priests and servers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian; ultimately related to coat
 .





cottage

 
/ˈkädij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small simple house, typically one near a lake or beach.




2.
 
a dwelling forming part of a farm establishment, used by a worker




•
 
farm cottages.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
cotage

 and Anglo-Latin 
cotagium

 , from cot
 2
 or cote
 .





cottage cheese

 
/ˈˌkädij ˈˌCHēz/






noun




soft, lumpy white cheese made from the curds of slightly soured milk.













cottage country






noun






(Canadian)

 a rural area in which there are many vacation homes




•
 
she's grateful for some rest and relaxation in cottage country.



















cottage industry

 
/ˈˌkädij ˈindəstrē/






noun




a business or manufacturing activity carried on in a person's home.













cottager

 
/ˈkädijər/






noun



1.
 
a person living in a cottage.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person vacationing in a cottage.













cottar

 
/ˈkädər /

 
cotter





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in Scotland and Ireland) a farm laborer or tenant occupying a cottage in return for labor.











– origin

 late Old English, from cot
 2
 + -ar
 4
 .





Cottbus

 
/ˈkätbo͝os/






an industrial city in southeastern Germany, in the state of Brandenburg, on the Spree River; pop. 103,800 (est. 2006).









Cotten, Joseph

 
/ˈkätn/






(1905–94), US actor. A star of stage, film, and television. Notable movies: 
Citizen Kane

 (1941), 
Gaslight

 (1944), 
The Third Man

 (1949), and 
Heaven's Gate

 (1980).









cotter pin

 
/ˈkädər ˌpin /

 
cotter





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal pin used to fasten two parts of a mechanism together.




2.
 
a split pin that is opened out after being passed through a hole.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





cottier

 
/ˈkädēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a rural laborer living in a cottage.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an Irish peasant holding land by cottier tenure.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cotier

 , ultimately of Germanic origin and related to cot
 2
 .





cottier tenure






noun






‹historical›

 (in Ireland) the renting of land in small portions direct to the laborers, at a rent fixed by competition.













cottise

 
/ˈkädəs /

 
cotise





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a narrow band adjacent and parallel to an ordinary such as a bend or chevron.








II.
 
derivatives





cottised






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
cotice

 ‘leather thong.’





cotton

 
/ˈkätn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft white fibrous substance that surrounds the seeds of a tropical and subtropical plant and is used as textile fiber and thread for sewing




•
 
a cargo of cotton and wheat




•
 
a white cotton blouse




•
 
an Indian hammock woven in colored cottons.










2.
 
a thread of cotton fiber.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 absorbent cotton.




4.
 
(also 
cotton plant

 )
 — the plant that is commercially grown for cotton products. Oil and a protein-rich flour are also obtained from the seeds.

[Genus 
Gossypium

 , family 
Malvaceae

 : many species and forms, including 
G. barbadense

 , which is grown in the southern US.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
cotton on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 begin to understand




•
 
he 
cottoned on to

 what I was trying to say.










2.
 
(
cotton to

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 have a liking for




•
 
his rivals didn't cotton to all the attention he was getting.














III.
 
derivatives





cottony

 
/ˈkätnē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
coton

 , from Arabic 
ḳuṭn

 .





cotton batting

 
/ˈkätn badiNG/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 light, soft cotton fibers formed into layers, used especially for filling quilts, cushions, etc.













Cotton Belt






noun

 — (
the Cotton Belt

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a region of the US South where cotton is the historic main crop, especially in parts of Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi.













cotton cake






noun




compressed cotton seed, used as food for cattle.













cotton candy

 
/ˈˌkätn ˈˌkandē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mass of fluffy spun sugar, usually pink or white, wrapped around a stick or a paper cone.













cotton gin

 
/ˈkätn ˌjin/






noun




a machine for separating cotton from its seeds.













cotton grass

 
/ˈkätn ˌɡras/






noun




a sedge that typically grows on swampy land in the northern hemisphere, producing tufts of long white silky hairs, which aid in the dispersal of the seeds.

[Genus 
Eriophorum

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 .]













cotton lavender






noun




chiefly British term for lavender cotton
 .













cotton-leaf worm






noun




the larva of a migratory tropical moth that feeds on the leaves of the cotton plant and was formerly a major pest in North America.

[
Alabama argillacea

 , family 
Noctuidae

 .]














cottonmouth

 
/ˈkätnˌmouTH/






noun



1.
 
a large, dangerous semiaquatic pit viper that inhabits lowland swamps and waterways of the southeastern US. When threatening, it opens its mouth wide to display the white interior.

Also called water moccasin
 . [
Agkistrodon piscivorus

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
cotton mouth

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 dryness of the mouth




•
 
I often have cotton mouth and a headache when I wake up.



















cotton-picking

 
/ˈkätnˌpikiNG /

 
cotton-pickin'






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially with disapproval or reproach




•
 
just a cotton-picking minute!




•
 
he's a cotton-pickin' liar!



















cotton rat






noun




a short-tailed rat found in grassland and scrub from North America to Guyana.

[Genus 
Sigmodon

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species.]













cottonseed

 
/ˈkätnˌsēd/






noun




the seed of the cotton plant, yielding cottonseed oil.













cotton stainer






noun




a North American bug that feeds on cotton bolls, causing reddish staining of the fibers.

[Genus 
Dysdercus

 , family 
Pyrrhocoridae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : several species, in particular 
D. suturellus

 .]













Cotton State






a nickname for the state of Alabama
 .









cotton swab






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small wad of absorbent cotton on a short thin stick, used for cosmetic or hygienic purposes.













cottontail

 
/ˈkätnˌtāl/






noun




an American rabbit that has a speckled brownish coat and a white underside to the tail.

[Genus 
Sylvilagus

 , family 
Leporidae

 : several species.]













cottonwood

 
/ˈkätnˌwo͝od/






noun




a North American poplar with seeds covered in white cottony hairs.

[Genus 
Populus

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : several species, including 
P. deltoides

 .]













cotton wool

 
/ˌkätn ˈwo͝ol/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 raw cotton.




2.
 
British term for absorbent cotton
 .














cotyledon

 
/ˌkädəˈlēdn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an embryonic leaf in seed-bearing plants, one or more of which are the first leaves to appear from a germinating seed.








II.
 
derivatives





cotyledonary

 
/-ˈēdnˌerē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a patch of villi on the placenta of mammals): from Latin,‘navelwort’ (which has cup-shaped leaves), from Greek 
kotulēdōn

 ‘cup-shaped cavity,’ from 
kotulē

 ‘cup.’





coucal

 
/ˈko͞okəl/





I.
 
noun




an ungainly long-tailed Old World bird that is a large ground-dwelling member of the cuckoo family.

[Genus 
Centropus

 (and 
Coua

 ), family 
Cuculidae

 : numerous species, including the Australasian 
pheasant coucal

 (
Centropus phasianinus

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, perhaps a blend of 
coucou

 ‘cuckoo’ and 
alouette

 ‘lark.’






couch

 
/kouCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long upholstered piece of furniture for several people to sit on.




2.
 
a reclining seat with a headrest at one end on which a psychoanalyst's subject or doctor's patient lies while undergoing treatment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be couched in

 )
 — express (something) in language of a specified style




•
 
many false claims are couched in scientific jargon.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 lie down




•
 
two creatures couched side by side in the deep grass.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 lower (a spear) to the position for attack.




4.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
couching

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 treat (a cataract) by pushing the lens of the eye downward and backward, out of line with the pupil.




5.
 
(in embroidery) fix (a thread) to a fabric by stitching it down flat with another thread




•
 
gold and silver threads couched by hand.














III.
 
phrases





on the couch






undergoing psychoanalysis or psychiatric treatment.















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting something to sleep on; as a verb in the sense ‘lay something down’): from Old French 
couche

 (noun), 
coucher

 (verb), from Latin 
collocare

 ‘place together’ (see collocate
 ).





couchant

 
/ˈkouCHənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) lying with the body resting on the legs and the head raised




•
 
two lions couchant.

















– origin

 late Middle English: French,‘lying,’ present participle of 
coucher

 (see couch
 ).





couchette

 
/ko͞oˈSHet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a European railroad car with seats convertible into sleeping berths.




2.
 
a berth in a couchette.











– origin

 1920s: French, literally ‘little bed,’ diminutive of 
couche

 ‘a couch.’






couch grass

 
/ˈko͞oCH ˌɡras/





I.
 
noun




a coarse grass with long creeping roots, which can be troublesome in lawns and gardens.

[Genera 
Elymus

 and 
Agropyron

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular the 
common couch

 (
A. repens

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of quitch
 .





couch potato

 
/ˈkouCH pəˌtādō/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who spends little or no time exercising and a great deal of time watching television.













couch-surf

 
/ˈkouCHsərf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 stay temporarily in a series of other people's homes, typically making use of improvised sleeping arrangements




•
 
many people were left homeless last year and have been couch surfing ever since with parents or friends.










2.
 


‹informal›

 engage in sedentary activities such as watching television or browsing the Internet




•
 
the bottom of this laptop does not get hot at all so you can put it in your lap and couch surf easily.














II.
 
derivatives





couch surfer






noun





















coudé

 
/ko͞oˈdā/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a telescope in which the rays are bent to a focus at a fixed point off the axis.








II.
 
noun




a coudé telescope.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘bent at right angles,’ past participle of 
couder

 , from 
coude

 ‘elbow,’ from Latin 
cubitum

 .






cougar

 
/ˈko͞oɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large American wild cat with a plain tawny to grayish coat, found from Canada to Patagonia.

Also called mountain lion
 , puma
 , panther
 , painter
 3
 , or catamount
 . [
Felis concolor

 , family 
Felidae

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 an older woman seeking a sexual relationship with a younger man.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
couguar

 , abbreviation of modern Latin 
cuguarcarana

 , from Guarani 
guaçuarana

 .






cough

 
/käf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expel air from the lungs with a sudden sharp sound.




2.
 
(of an engine) make a sudden harsh noise, especially as a sign of malfunction.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (something, especially blood) out of the lungs or throat by coughing




•
 
he 
coughed up

 bloodstained fluid.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
cough something out

 )
 — say something in a harsh, abrupt way




•
 
he coughed out his orders.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or sound of coughing




•
 
she gave a discreet cough.










2.
 
a condition of the respiratory organs causing coughing




•
 
he looked feverish and had a bad cough.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





cough something up (or cough up)








‹informal›

 give something reluctantly, especially money or information that is due or required.















– origin

 Middle English: of imitative origin; related to Dutch 
kuchen

 ‘to cough’ and German 
keuchen

 ‘to pant.’





cough drop

 
/ˈkäf ˌdräp/






noun




a medicated lozenge sucked to relieve a cough or sore throat.













cough syrup






noun




liquid medicine taken either to suppress or expectorate a cough.














could

 
/ko͝od kəd/






modal verb



1.
 
past of can
 1
 .




2.
 
used to indicate possibility




•
 
they could be right




•
 
I would go if I could afford it.










3.
 
used in making polite requests




•
 
could I use the phone?










4.
 
used to indicate annoyance because of something that has not been done




•
 
they could have told me!










5.
 
used to indicate a strong inclination to do something




•
 
he irritates me so much that I could scream.



















couldn't

 
/ˈko͝odnt/






contraction




could not.













couldst

 
/ko͝odst /

 
couldest






verb






‹archaic›

 second person singular of could
 .













coulee

 
/ˈko͞olē ko͞oˈlā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a deep ravine.




2.
 
a lava flow.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
coulée

 ‘(lava) flow,’ from 
couler

 ‘to flow,’ from Latin 
colare

 ‘to strain or flow,’ from 
colum

 ‘strainer.’





coulibiac

 
/ko͞oˈlēbyäk/





I.
 
noun




a Russian fish pie typically made with salmon or sturgeon, hard-boiled eggs, mushrooms, and herbs, in a puff pastry shell.











– origin

 from Russian 
kulebyaka

 .





coulis

 
/ko͞oˈlē/





I.
 
noun




a thin fruit or vegetable puree, used as a sauce.











– origin

 French, from 
couler

 ‘to flow.’





coulisse

 
/ko͞oˈlēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat piece of scenery at the side of the stage in a theater.




2.
 
(
the coulisses

 )
 — the spaces between pieces of flat scenery on a stage or in a theater; the wings.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, feminine of 
coulis

 ‘sliding,’ based on Latin 
colare

 ‘to flow.’





couloir

 
/ko͞olˈwär/





I.
 
noun




a steep, narrow gully on a mountainside.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, ‘gully or corridor,’ from 
couler

 ‘to flow.’






coulomb

 
/ˈko͞oˌläm ˈko͞oˌlōm /

 
C





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of electric charge, equal to the quantity of electricity conveyed in one second by a current of one ampere.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Charles-Augustin de 
Coulomb

 (1736–1806), French military engineer.





Coulomb's law

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a law stating that like charges repel and opposite charges attract, with a force proportional to the product of the charges and inversely proportional to the square of the distance between them.







– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after C.-A. de 
Coulomb

 (see coulomb
 ).






coulter

 
/ˈkōltər /

 
colter






noun



1.
 
a vertical cutting blade fixed in front of a plowshare.




2.
 
the part of a seed drill that makes the furrow for the seed.














coumarin

 
/ˈko͞om(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a vanilla-scented compound found in many plants, formerly used for flavoring food.

[A bicyclic lactone; chem. formula: C9
 H6
 O2
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any derivative of this.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
coumarine

 , from 
coumarou

 , via Portuguese and Spanish from Tupi 
cumarú

 ‘tonka bean.’





coumarone

 
/ˈko͞oməˌrōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound present in coal tar, used to make thermoplastic resins chiefly for paints and varnishes.

[A bicyclic compound with fused benzene and furan rings; chem. formula: C8
 H6
 O.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from coumarin
 + -one
 .






council

 
/ˈkounsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an advisory, deliberative, or legislative body of people formally constituted and meeting regularly




•
 
an official human rights council.










2.
 
a body of people elected to manage the affairs of a city, county, or other municipal district.




3.
 
an ecclesiastical assembly.




4.
 
an assembly or meeting for consultation or advice




•
 
that evening, she held a family council.

















– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘ecclesiastical assembly’): from Anglo-Norman French 
cuncile

 , from Latin 
concilium

 ‘convocation, assembly,’ from 
con-

 ‘together’ + 
calare

 ‘summon.’ Compare with counsel
 .





Council Bluffs






an industrial and commercial city in southwestern Iowa, on the Missouri River, opposite Omaha in Nebraska; pop. 59,536 (est. 2008).










Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

 

‹historical›






I.
 
fuller form of Comecon
 .







– origin

 translating Russian 
Sovet ékonomicheskoĭ vzaimopomoshchi

 .





councilman

 
/ˈkounsəlmən/






noun






(US)

 a member of a council, especially a municipal one.


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Councilman Gerry Richardson.



















council of ministers






noun



1.
 
an administrative body that advises the chief executive or head of state.




2.
 
(
Council of Ministers

 )
 — the policymaking body of the European Economic Community.













council of war






noun



1.
 
a gathering of military officers in wartime.




2.
 
a meeting held to plan a response to an emergency.













councilor

 
/ˈkouns(ə)lər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 councillor





I.
 
noun




a member of a council.








II.
 
derivatives





councilorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of counselor
 , by association with council
 . / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
councilor

 and 
counselor

 , see usage at counselor
 .





councilwoman

 
/ˈkounsəlˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman who is a member of a council, especially a municipal one.


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Councilwoman Alberta Hipps.




















counsel

 
/ˈkounsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
advice, especially that given formally.




2.
 
consultation, especially to seek or give advice.




3.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — the lawyer or lawyers conducting a case




•
 
the counsel for the defense.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give advice to (someone)




•
 
he was counseled by his supporters to return to Germany.










2.
 
give professional psychological help and advice to (someone)




•
 
he was being counseled for depression.










3.
 
recommend (a course of action)




•
 
the athlete's coach counseled caution.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep one's own counsel






say nothing about what one believes, knows, or plans




•
 
she doubted what he said but kept her own counsel.















2.
 
take counsel






discuss a problem




•
 
the party leader and chairman took counsel together.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
counseil

 (noun), 
conseiller

 (verb), from Latin 
consilium

 ‘consultation, advice,’ related to 
consulere

 (see consult
 ). Compare with council
 .





counseling

 
/ˈkouns(ə)liNG /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 counselling






noun




the provision of assistance and guidance in resolving personal, social, or psychological problems and difficulties, especially by a professional




•
 
bereavement counseling.




















counselor

 
/ˈkouns(ə)lər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 counsellor





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person trained to give guidance on personal, social, or psychological problems




•
 
a marriage counselor.










2.
 
[often with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who gives advice on a specified subject




•
 
a debt counselor.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who supervises children at a camp.




4.
 


(US)

 
(Irish)

 a trial lawyer.




5.
 
a senior officer in the diplomatic service.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘adviser’): from Old French 
conseiller

 , from Latin 
consiliarius

 , and Old French 
conseillour

 , from Latin 
consiliator

 , both from 
consilium

 ‘consultation or advice.’ / 
usage:

 A 
counselor

 is someone who gives advice or counsel, especially an attorney. A 
councilor

 is a member of a council, such as a town or city council. Confusion arises because many counselors sit on councils, and councilors are often called on to give counsel.






count1


 
/kount/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — determine the total number of (a collection of items)




•
 
I started to count the stars I could see




•
 
they 
counted up

 their change.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — recite numbers in ascending order, usually starting at the number one




•
 
hold the position as you 
count to

 five.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
count down

 )
 — recite or display numbers backward to zero to indicate the time remaining before the launch of a rocket or the start of an operation




•
 
the floor manager pointed at the camera and counted down.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
count down

 )
 — prepare for a significant event in the short time remaining before it




•
 
with more orders expected, the company is 
counting down to

 a bumper Christmas.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take into account; include




•
 
the staff has shrunk to four, or five if you count the summer intern.










6.
 
(
count someone in

 )
 — include someone in an activity or the plans for it




•
 
if the project gets started, count me in.










7.
 
consider (someone or something) to possess a specified quality or fulfill a specified role




•
 
she met some rebuffs from people she had 
counted as

 her friends




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
I count myself fortunate to have known him.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be regarded as possessing a specified quality or fulfilling a specified role




•
 
the rebate 
counts as

 taxable income.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be significant




•
 
it did not matter what the audience thought—it was the critics that counted.










10.
 
(of a factor) play a part in influencing opinion for or against someone or something




•
 
he hopes his sportsmanlike attitude will 
count in his favor

 .










11.
 
(
count for

 )
 — be worth (a specified amount)




•
 
he has no power base and his views count for little.










12.
 
(
count toward

 )
 — be included in an assessment of (a final result or amount)




•
 
reduced rate contributions do not count toward your pension.










13.
 
(
count on/upon

 )
 — rely on




•
 
whatever you're doing, you can count on me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of determining the total number of something




•
 


at

 the last 
count

 , fifteen applications were still outstanding




•
 
the party's only candidate was eliminated at the first count.










2.
 
the total determined by counting




•
 
there was a moderate increase in the white cell count in both patients.










3.
 
an act of reciting numbers in ascending order, up to the specified number




•
 
hold the position for five counts




•
 
hold it for a count of seven.










4.
 


[Boxing]

 an act of reciting numbers up to ten by the referee when a boxer is knocked down, the boxer being considered knocked out if still down when ten is reached.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 the number of balls and strikes that have been charged to the batter, as recalculated with each pitch




•
 
the count on Gwynn is 1 ball and 2 strikes.










6.
 
a point for discussion or consideration




•
 
the program remained vulnerable 
on a number of counts

 .










7.
 


[Law]

 a separate charge in an indictment




•
 
he pleaded guilty to five counts of murder.










8.
 
the measure of the fineness of a yarn expressed as the weight of a given length or the length of a given weight.




9.
 
a measure of the fineness of a woven fabric expressed as the number of warp or weft threads in a given length.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat the count






(of a boxer who has been knocked down) get up before the referee counts to ten.









2.
 
count one's blessings






be grateful for what one has.









3.
 
count the cost






calculate the consequences of something, typically a careless or foolish action.









4.
 
count the days (or hours)






be impatient for time to pass




•
 
they counted the days until they came home on leave.















5.
 
count (something) on the fingers of one hand






used to emphasize the small number of a particular thing




•
 
I could count on the fingers of one hand the men I know who are desperate to experience fatherhood.















6.
 
count (one's) pennies






see penny
 .









7.
 
count sheep






see sheep
 .









8.
 
don't count your chickens before they're hatched








‹proverb›

 don't be too confident in anticipating success or good fortune before it is certain




•
 
I wouldn't count your chickens—I've agreed to sign the contract but that's all I've agreed to.















9.
 out) for the count ">
down ( out) for the count





a.
 


[Boxing]

 defeated by being knocked to the canvas and unable to rise within ten seconds.




b.
 
unconscious or soundly asleep.









10.
 
keep count (or a count)






take note of the number or amount of something




•
 
you can protect yourself by keeping a count of what you drink.















11.
 
lose count






forget how many of something there are, especially because the number is so high




•
 
I've lost count of the hundreds of miles I've covered.















12.
 
take the count








[Boxing]

 be knocked out.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
count someone out





a.
 
complete a count of ten seconds over a fallen boxer to indicate defeat.




b.
 
not include someone in an activity




•
 
if this is a guessing game, you can count me out.










c.
 
(in children's games) select a player for dismissal or a special role by using a counting rhyme.









2.
 
count something out






take items one by one from a stock of something, especially money, keeping a note of how many one takes




•
 
opening the wallet, I counted out 19 dollars.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
counte

 (noun), 
counter

 (verb), from the verb 
computare

 ‘calculate’ (see compute
 ).






count2


 
/kount/





I.
 
noun




a European nobleman whose rank corresponds to that of an English earl.








II.
 
derivatives





countship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
conte

 , from Latin 
comes

 , 
comit-

 ‘companion, overseer, attendant’ (in late Latin ‘person holding a state office’), from 
com-

 ‘together with’ + 
it-

 ‘gone’ (from the verb 
ire

 ‘go’).





countable

 
/ˈkoun(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective




able to be counted.













countdown

 
/ˈkoun(t)doun/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of counting numerals in reverse order to zero, especially to time the last seconds before the launching of a rocket or missile




•
 
the launch crews would begin their final countdown.










2.
 
(often 
countdown to

 )
 — the final moments before a significant event and the procedures carried out during this time




•
 
it is hard to imagine the countdown to war continuing without an intensification of diplomacy.










3.
 
a digital display that counts down.













countenance

 
/ˈkount(ə)nəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's face or facial expression




•
 
his impenetrable eyes and inscrutable countenance give little away.










2.
 
support




•
 
she was giving her specific countenance to the occasion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admit as acceptable or possible




•
 
he was reluctant to countenance the use of force.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep one's countenance






maintain one's composure, especially by refraining from laughter.









2.
 
keep someone in countenance






help someone to remain calm and confident




•
 
to keep herself in countenance she opened her notebook.















3.
 
out of countenance






disconcerted or unpleasantly surprised




•
 
I 
put

 him clean 
out of countenance

 just by looking at him.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
contenance

 ‘bearing, behavior,’ from 
contenir

 (see contain
 ). The early sense was ‘bearing, demeanor,’ also ‘facial expression,’ hence ‘the face.’






counter1


 
/ˈkoun(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long flat-topped fixture in a store or bank across which business is conducted with customers.




2.
 
a long flat-topped structure used for serving food and drinks in a cafeteria or bar.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a countertop.




4.
 
an apparatus used for counting




•
 
the counter tells you how many pictures you have taken.










5.
 
a person who counts something, for example votes in an election.




6.
 


[Physics]

 an apparatus used for counting individual ionizing particles or events.




7.
 
a small disk used as a place marker or for keeping the score in board games.




8.
 
a token representing a coin.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
behind the counter






serving in a store or bank




•
 
ask the young man behind the counter.















2.
 
over the counter





a.
 
by ordinary retail purchase, with no need for a prescription or license


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
over-the-counter medicines.










b.
 
(of share transactions) taking place outside the stock exchange system.









3.
 
under the counter (or table)






(with reference to goods bought or sold) surreptitiously and typically illegally




•
 
certain labs have been peddling this drug under the counter




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an under-the-counter deal.





















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3): from Old French 
conteor

 , from medieval Latin 
computatorium

 , from Latin 
computare

 (see compute
 ).





counter2


 
/ˈkoun(t)ər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or act in opposition to




•
 
the second argument is more difficult to counter.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — respond to hostile speech or action




•
 
“What would you like me to do about it?” she countered.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Boxing]

 give a return blow while parrying




•
 
he countered with a left hook.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
counter to

 )


1.
 
in the opposite direction to or in conflict with




•
 
some actions by the authorities 
ran counter to

 the call for leniency.














III.
 
adjective




responding to something of the same kind, especially in opposition.

See also counter-
 .








IV.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that opposes or prevents something else




•
 
the stimulus to employers' organization was partly a 
counter to

 growing union power.










2.
 
an answer to an argument or criticism




•
 
he anticipates an objection and plans his counter.










3.
 


[Boxing]

 a blow given while parrying; a counterpunch.




4.
 
the curved part of the stern of a ship projecting aft above the waterline.




5.
 


[Printing]

 the white space enclosed by a letter such as 
O

 or 
c

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contre

 , from Latin 
contra

 ‘against,’ or directly from counter-
 .





counter3


 
/ˈkoun(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




the back part of a shoe or boot, enclosing the heel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
counterfort

 ‘buttress,’ from French 
contrefort

 .






counter-

 
/ˈkountə/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
denoting opposition, retaliation, or rivalry




•
 
counterattack




•
 
counterespionage.










2.
 
denoting movement or effect in the opposite direction




•
 
counterbalance




•
 
counterpoise.










3.
 
denoting correspondence, duplication, or substitution




•
 
counterpart




•
 
counterpoint.

















– origin

 from Anglo-Norman French 
countre-

 , Old French 
contre

 , from Latin 
contra

 ‘against.’





counteract

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act against (something) in order to reduce its force or neutralize it




•
 
should we deliberately intervene in the climate system to counteract global warming?














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
counteraction

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈakSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
counteractive

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌaktiv /






adjective





















counterargument

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌärɡyəmənt/






noun




an argument or set of reasons put forward to oppose an idea or theory developed in another argument




•
 
the obvious counterargument to that dire prediction is that the recession has depressed earnings.



















counterattack

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərəˌtak/





I.
 
noun




an attack made in response to one by an enemy or opponent.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack in response




•
 
as deputies tried to dislodge him, he counterattacked by forcing through elections.














III.
 
derivatives





counter-attacker






noun






















counterbalance





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌbaləns /



1.
 
a weight that balances another weight.




2.
 
a factor having the opposite effect to that of another and so preventing it from exercising a disproportionate influence




•
 
his restoration to power was intended as a 
counterbalance to

 his rival's influence.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈbaləns /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a weight) balance (another weight).




2.
 
neutralize or cancel by exerting an opposite influence




•
 
the extra cost of mail order may be counterbalanced by its convenience.



















counterblow

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌblō/






noun




a blow given in return.













counterbore

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌbôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drilled hole that has a flat-bottomed enlargement at its mouth.




2.
 
a drill whose bit has a uniform smaller diameter near the tip, for drilling counterbores in one operation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drill a counterbore in (an object).













counterchange

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌCHān(d)ZH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change (places or parts); interchange.




2.
 


‹literary›

 checker with contrasting colors.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 interchange the tinctures of (a charge) with that of a divided field.








II.
 
noun




change that is equivalent in degree but opposite in effect to a previous change.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a heraldic term): from French 
contrechanger

 , from 
contre

 (expressing substitution) + 
changer

 ‘to change.’





countercharge

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌCHärj/






noun



1.
 
an accusation made in turn by someone against their accuser




•
 
charges and countercharges concerning producers, quotas, and affidavits.










2.
 
a charge by police or an armed force in response to one made against them.













countercheck

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌCHek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a second check for security or accuracy.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a restraint.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 stop (something) by acting to cancel or counteract it




•
 
the king with his own hand wrote to countercheck his former decree.



















counterclaim

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌklām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a claim made to rebut a previous claim.




2.
 


[Law]

 a claim made by a defendant against the plaintiff.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 make a counterclaim for something.














counterclockwise

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈkläkˌwīz /

 

‹N. Amer.›







adverb, adjective




in the opposite direction to the way in which the hands of a clock move around.














counterconditioning

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərkənˈdēSH(ə)niNG/






noun




a technique employed in animal training, and in the treatment of phobias and similar conditions in humans, in which behavior incompatible with a habitual undesirable pattern is induced.

Compare with decondition
 (
sense

 2).













counterculture

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌkəlCHər/






noun




a way of life and set of attitudes opposed to or at variance with the prevailing social norm




•
 
the idealists of the 60s counterculture.



















countercurrent

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈkər(ə)nt ˈkoun(t)ərˌkər(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈkərənt /



1.
 
a current flowing in an opposite direction to another.








II.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈkərənt /



1.
 
in or with opposite directions of flow.













counterdemonstration

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˌdemənˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun




a public demonstration organized in order to express opposition to the aims of another demonstration




•
 
an effort by right-wing elements to organize a counterdemonstration failed.



















counterespionage

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈespēəˌnäZH ˌkoun(t)ərˈespēəˌnäj/






noun




activities designed to prevent or thwart spying by an enemy.













counterexample

 
/ˈkoun(t)əriɡˌzampəl/






noun




an example that opposes or contradicts an idea or theory




•
 
the media presented him as a counterexample to the common stereotypes.




















counterfactual

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈfak(t)SH(əw)əl /

 

‹Philosophy›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or expressing what has not happened or is not the case.








II.
 
noun




a counterfactual conditional statement (e.g., 
If kangaroos had no tails, they would topple over

 ).













counterfeit

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌfit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made in exact imitation of something valuable or important with the intention to deceive or defraud




•
 
two men were remanded on bail on a charge of passing counterfeit $10 bills.










2.
 
pretended; sham




•
 
a counterfeit image of reality.














II.
 
noun




a fraudulent imitation of something else; a forgery




•
 
he knew the tapes to be counterfeits.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate fraudulently




•
 
my signature is extremely hard to counterfeit.










2.
 
pretend to feel or possess (an emotion or quality)




•
 
no pretense could have counterfeited such terror.










3.
 


‹literary›

 resemble closely




•
 
sleep counterfeited Death so well.














IV.
 
derivatives





counterfeiter

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌfidər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Anglo-Norman French 
countrefeter

 , from Old French 
contrefait

 , past participle of 
contrefaire

 , from Latin 
contra-

 ‘in opposition’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





counterfoil

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌfoil/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the part of a check, receipt, ticket, or other document that is torn off and kept as a record by the person issuing it.













counterinsurgency

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərinˈsərjənsē/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
military or political action taken against the activities of guerrillas or revolutionaries




•
 
a counterinsurgency force.



















counterintelligence

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərinˈteləjəns/






noun




activities designed to prevent or thwart spying, intelligence gathering, and sabotage by an enemy or other foreign entity.













counterintuitive

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərinˈt(y)o͞oədiv/





I.
 
adjective




contrary to intuition or to common-sense expectation (but often nevertheless true).








II.
 
derivatives





counterintuitively






adverb





















counterirritant

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈirəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun




something such as heat or an ointment that is used to produce surface irritation of the skin, thereby counteracting underlying pain or discomfort.








II.
 
derivatives





counterirritation

 
/-ˌiriˈtāSHən /






noun





















counterman

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərmən/






noun




a person who works behind a counter serving customers, especially in a store or casual restaurant




•
 
you tell one of several countermen your order, he makes the sundae.



















countermand

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmand ˌkoun(t)ərˈmand/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revoke (an order)




•
 
an order to arrest the strike leaders had been countermanded.










2.
 
revoke an order issued by (another person)




•
 
he was already countermanding her.










3.
 
declare (a vote or election) invalid.




•
 
the election commission has countermanded voting on the grounds of intimidation.














II.
 
noun




an order revoking a previous one.




•
 
I forthwith mounted, and went off, lest I should receive a countermand.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contremander

 (verb), 
contremand

 (noun), from medieval Latin 
contramandare

 , from 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
mandare

 ‘to order.’





countermarch

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmärCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
march in the opposite direction or back along the same route.








II.
 
noun




an act or instance of marching in the opposite direction or back along the same route.













countermark

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmärk/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an additional mark placed on something already marked, typically for increased security.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a second watermark.













countermeasure

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmeZHər/






noun




an action taken to counteract a danger or threat.













countermelody

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmelədē/






noun




a subordinate melody accompanying a principal one.













countermine

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmīn /

 

‹Military›






I.
 
noun




an excavation dug to intercept another dug by an enemy.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dig a countermine against.













countermove

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌmo͞ov/





I.
 
noun




a move or other action made in opposition to another.








II.
 
derivatives





countermovement






noun





















counternarcotics

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərnärˈkädiks/






noun




measures or activities designed to prevent the use or distribution of illegal narcotic drugs.




•
 
the US is spending over $800m a year on counternarcotics.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he was in charge of CIA counternarcotics operations in the Golden Triangle area.



















counteroffensive

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərəˌfensiv/






noun




an attack made in response to one from an enemy, typically on a large scale or for a prolonged period.













counteroffer

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌôfər/






noun




an offer made in response to another.













counterpane

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌpān/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a bedspread.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of counterpoint
 , from Old French 
contrepointe

 , based on medieval Latin 
culcitra puncta

 ‘quilted mattress’ (
puncta

 , literally meaning ‘pricked,’ from the verb 
pungere

 ). The change in the ending was due to association with pane
 in an obsolete sense ‘cloth.’





counterpart

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌpärt/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing holding a position or performing a function that corresponds to that of another person or thing in another place




•
 
the minister held talks with his French counterpart.










2.
 


[Law]

 one of two or more copies of a legal document.













counterplot

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌplät/





I.
 
noun




a plot intended to thwart another plot.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
devise a counterplot.














counterpoint

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌpoint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the art or technique of setting, writing, or playing a melody or melodies in conjunction with another, according to fixed rules.




2.
 
a melody played in conjunction with another.




3.
 
an argument, idea, or theme used to create a contrast with the main element




•
 
I have used my interviews with parents as a counterpoint to a professional judgment.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 add counterpoint to (a melody)




•
 
the orchestra counterpoints the vocal part.










2.
 
emphasize by contrast




•
 
the cream walls and maple floors are counterpointed by black accents.










3.
 
compensate for




•
 
the story's fanciful excesses are counterpointed with some sharp and unsentimental dialogue.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contrepoint

 , from medieval Latin 
contrapunctum

 ‘(song) pricked or marked over against (the original melody),’ from 
contra-

 ‘against’ + 
punctum

 , from 
pungere

 ‘to prick.’





counterpoise

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌpoiz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a factor, force, or influence that balances or neutralizes another




•
 
they see the power of Brussels as 
a counterpoise to

 that of London.




•
 
money is a good counterpoise to beauty.










2.
 
a counterbalancing weight.




3.
 
a state of equilibrium.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an opposing and balancing effect on




•
 
excess on one hand is counterpoised by fundamental lack on the other.










2.
 
bring into contrast




•
 
the stories counterpoise a young recruit with an old-timer.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
contrepois

 , from 
contre

 ‘against’ + 
pois

 from Latin 
pensum

 ‘weight.’ Compare with poise
 1
 . The verb, originally 
counterpeise

 , from Old French 
contrepeser

 , was altered under the influence of the noun in the 16th cent.





counterpose

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set against or in opposition to.








II.
 
derivatives





counterposition

 
/-pəˈziSHən /






noun





















counterproductive

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərprəˈdəktiv/






adjective




having the opposite of the desired effect




•
 
the response to the disaster was unsuccessful and perhaps even counterproductive.



















counterproliferation

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərprəˌlifəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




action intended to prevent an increase or spread in the possession of nuclear weapons.













counterproposal

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərprəˌpōzəl/






noun




an alternative proposal made in response to a previous proposal that is regarded as unacceptable or unsatisfactory




•
 
the union rejected the airline's counterproposal.



















counterpunch

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌpən(t)SH /

 

‹Boxing›






I.
 
noun




a punch thrown in return for one received.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw a counterpunch.








III.
 
derivatives





counterpuncher






noun





















Counter-Reformation

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˌrefərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
the reform of the Church of Rome in the 16th and 17th centuries that was stimulated by the Protestant Reformation.





Measures to oppose the spread of the Reformation were decided on at the Council of Trent (1545–63), and the Jesuit order became the spearhead of the Counter-Reformation, both within Europe and abroad. Although most of northern Europe remained Protestant, southern Germany and Poland were brought back to the Roman Catholic Church.





counterrevolution

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˌrevəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a revolution opposing a former one or reversing its results.








II.
 
derivatives





counterrevolutionary

 
/ˌkoun(t)əˌrevəˈlo͞oSHənerē /






adjective, noun





















counter-revolutionary

 
/ˌkoun(t)əˌrevəˈlo͞oSHənerē/





I.
 
adjective




engaged in or promoting a revolution that opposes a previous one or reverses its results




•
 
there was almost no violent counter-revolutionary activity.














II.
 
noun




a person who advocates or engages in a revolution that opposes a previous one or reverses its results




•
 
counter-revolutionaries had blown up a freighter full of armaments.



















counterrotate

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈrōˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rotate in opposite directions, especially about the same axis.








II.
 
derivatives





counterrotation

 
/-rōˈtāSHən /






noun






















counterscarp

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌskärp/





I.
 
noun




the outer wall of a ditch in a fortification.

Compare with scarp
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
contrescarpe

 , from Italian 
controscarpa

 ; compare with scarp
 .





countershading

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌSHādiNG/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 protective coloration of some animals in which parts normally in shadow are light and those exposed to the sky are dark.








II.
 
derivatives





countershaded

 
/-ˌSHādid /






adjective





















countershaft

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌSHaft/






noun




a machine driveshaft that transmits motion from the main shaft to where it is required, such as the drive axle in a vehicle.













countersign

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌsīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add a signature to (a document already signed by another person)




•
 
each check had to be signed and countersigned.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a signal or password given in reply to a soldier on guard.








III.
 
derivatives





countersignature

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈsiɡnəCHər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from French 
contresigner

 (verb), 
contresigne

 (noun), from Italian 
contrassegno

 , based on Latin 
signum

 ‘sign.’





countersink

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌsiNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enlarge and bevel the rim of (a drilled hole) so that a screw, nail, or bolt can be inserted flush with the surface.




2.
 
drive (a screw, nail, or bolt) into a countersunk hole.













counterspy

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌspī/






noun




a spy engaged in counterespionage.













counterstain

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌstān /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
noun




an additional dye used in a microscopy specimen to produce a contrasting background or to make clearer the distinction between different kinds of tissue.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a specimen) with a counterstain.













counterstory

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌstôrē/






noun




an alternative or opposing narrative or explanation.













countersubject

 
/ˈkountərˌsəbjikt/






noun






[Music]

 a second or subsidiary subject, especially accompanying the subject or its answer in a fugue.














countertenor

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌtenər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the highest male adult singing voice (sometimes distinguished from the male alto voice by its strong, pure tone).




2.
 


[Music]

 a male singer with the highest adult singing voice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
contre-teneur

 , from obsolete Italian 
contratenore

 , based on Latin 
tenor

 (see tenor
 1
 ). Compare with contralto
 .





counterterrorism

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈterərizəm/





I.
 
noun




political or military activities designed to prevent or thwart terrorism.








II.
 
derivatives





counterterrorist

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈterərist /






noun, adjective






















countertop

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌtäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a flat surface for working on, especially in a kitchen.













countertrade

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌtrād/






noun




international trade by exchange of goods rather than by currency purchase.













countertransference

 
/ˌkountərˌtransˈfərəns, -ˌtranz-/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the emotional reaction of the analyst to the subject's contribution.

Compare with transference
 .













countervail

 
/ˌkoun(t)ərˈvāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
countervailing

 )


1.
 
offset the effect of (something) by countering it with something of equal force




•
 
the dominance of the party was mediated by a number of countervailing factors.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be equivalent to in value, compensate for’): from Anglo-Norman French 
contrevaloir

 , from Latin 
contra valere

 ‘be of worth against.’





countervailing duty






noun




an import tax imposed on certain goods in order to prevent dumping or counter export subsidies.













counterweight

 
/ˈkoun(t)ərˌwāt/






noun




another term for counterbalance
 .














countess

 
/ˈkoun(t)əs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a count or earl.




2.
 
a woman holding the rank of count or earl in her own right.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
contesse

 , from late Latin 
comitissa

 , feminine of 
comes

 (see count
 2
 ).





countian

 
/ˈkoun(t)ēən/






noun






(chiefly US)

 an inhabitant of a particular county




•
 
a Sussex Countian.



















counting

 
/ˈkoun(t)iNG/






preposition




taking account of when reaching a total; including




•
 
there were three of us in the family, or four counting my pet rabbit




•
 
the college had 139 employees, 
not counting

 those engaged in routine clerical work.



















countinghouse

 
/ˈkoun(t)iNGˌhous/






noun






‹historical›

 an office or building in which the accounts and money of a person or company were kept.













countless

 
/ˈkoun(t)ləs/






adjective




too many to be counted; very many




•
 
she'd apologized countless times before.




















count noun

 
/ˈkount ˌnoun/






noun






[Grammar]

 a noun that can form a plural and, in the singular, can be used with the indefinite article (e.g., 
books

 , 
a book

 ).

Contrasted with mass noun
 .













count palatine





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a feudal lord having royal authority within a region of a kingdom.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a high official of the Holy Roman Empire with royal authority within his domain.











– origin

 see palatine
 1
 .





countrified

 
/ˈkəntrēˌfīd /

 
countryfied





I.
 
adjective




reminiscent or characteristic of the country, especially in being unsophisticated




•
 
a countrified cottage garden




•
 
her tweeds were far too countrified.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: past participle of 
countrify

 ‘make rural.’





country

 
/ˈkəntrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory




•
 
the country's increasingly precarious economic position.










2.
 
(
the country

 )
 — the people of a nation




•
 
the whole country took to the streets.










3.
 
(often 
the country

 )
 — districts and small settlements outside large towns, cities, or the capital




•
 
the airfield is right out in the country




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a country lane.










4.
 
an area or region with regard to its physical features




•
 
a tract of wild country.










5.
 
a region associated with a particular person, especially a writer, or with a particular work




•
 
Steinbeck country includes the Monterey Peninsula.










6.
 
short for country music
 .








II.
 
phrases





across country






not keeping to roads




•
 
their route was across country, through fields of corn.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cuntree

 , from medieval Latin 
contrata (terra

 ) ‘(land) lying opposite,’ from Latin 
contra

 ‘against, opposite.’






country and western

 
/ˈˌkəntrē n ˈwestərn/






noun




another term for country music
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
country-and-western singer.



















country blues

 
/ˈkəntrē blo͞oz/






noun




a simple form of blues in which the singer is accompanied by an acoustic guitar.













country club

 
/ˈkəntrē ˌkləb/






noun




a club with sporting and social facilities, set in a suburban area.













country cousin

 
/ˈkəntrē ˈkəzən/






noun




a person with an unsophisticated and provincial appearance or manners.














country dance

 
/ˈkəntrē dans/






noun




a traditional type of social English dance, in particular one performed by couples facing each other in long lines.













country food






noun






(Canadian)

 food from wild animals and plants, especially in remote northern regions




•
 
Nunavut sponsors community hunts to make more country food available




•
 
people really want to know how store-bought foods compare to country foods.



















country-fried






adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of an item of food) covered in batter, flour, or breadcrumbs and fried




•
 
country-fried steak.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rural or unsophisticated




•
 
country-fried tunes.



















country gentleman

 
/ˈkəntrē ˈjen(t)lmən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a rich man of good social standing who owns and lives in a large rural property.













country ham






noun




a ham that is dry-cured with salt before smoking.













country house

 
/ˈkəntrē ˌhous/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a large house in the country, typically the home of a wealthy or aristocratic family.













country kitchen






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a spacious kitchen furnished in a traditional style, typically with a table for serving casual meals




•
 
we ate cheese sandwiches in their country kitchen.



















countryman

 
/ˈkəntrēmən/






noun



1.
 
a person from the same country or region as someone else




•
 
she followed in the tradition of her countrymen




•
 
they trust a fellow countryman.










2.
 
a man living or born in a rural area.




•
 
he was a complete countryman, with a pronounced affinity with nature.



















country mile






noun






‹informal›

 a very long way




•
 
he hit the ball a country mile.




















country music

 
/ˌkəntrē ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun




a form of popular music originating in the rural southern US. It is traditionally a mixture of ballads and dance tunes played characteristically on fiddle, guitar, steel guitar, drums, and keyboard.

Also called country and western
 .













countrypolitan

 
/ˌkəntrēˈpälətn/





I.
 
noun




a type of country music that resembles pop music, usually characterized by orchestrated arrangements


[usu. as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a slick countrypolitan ballad.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an architectural style that combines country charm with sophistication.











– origin

 on the pattern of 
cosmopolitan

 .





country rock1


 
/ˈkəntrē räk/






noun






[Geology]

 the rock that encloses a mineral deposit, igneous intrusion, or other feature.













country rock2


 
/ˈkəntrē räk/






noun




a type of popular music that is a blend of rock and country music.














country seat

 
/ˈkəntrē sēt/






noun






(Brit.)

 a large country house and estate belonging to an aristocratic family.













countryside

 
/ˈkəntrēˌsīd/






noun



1.
 
the land and scenery of a rural area




•
 
they explored the surrounding countryside.










2.
 
the inhabitants of a rural area




•
 
the political influence of the countryside remains strong.



















country store






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a store in a small town or rural area that sells a wide variety of goods; a general store




•
 
they lived in a small town and ran a country store.



















countrywide

 
/ˌkəntrēˈwīd/






adjective, adverb




extending throughout a nation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a countrywide tour




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
traveling countrywide.



















countrywoman

 
/ˈkəntrēˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a woman from the same country or region as someone else




•
 
thousands turned out to welcome home their countrywoman




•
 
a fellow countrywoman from Ohio.










2.
 
a woman living or born in a rural area.




•
 
she was a countrywoman through and through.



















county

 
/ˈkoun(t)ē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 (in the US) a political and administrative division of a state, providing certain local governmental services.




2.
 
a territorial division of some countries, forming the chief unit of local administration.








II.
 
derivatives





countywide






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
conte

 , from Latin 
comitatus

 , from 
comes

 , 
comit-

 (see count
 2
 ). The word seems earliest to have denoted a meeting held periodically to transact the business of a shire.





county borough






noun




(in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland) a large town formerly having the administrative status of a county.













county clerk






noun




(in the US) an elected county official who is responsible for local elections and maintaining public records.













county court

 
/ˈkoun(t)ē kôrt/






noun






(US)

 a court in some states with civil and criminal jurisdiction for a given county.













county cricket






noun




first-class cricket played in the UK between the eighteen professional teams contesting the County Championship.













County Palatine

 

‹historical›






I.
 
(in England and Ireland) a county in which royal privileges and exclusive rights of jurisdiction were held by its earl or lord.







– origin

 see palatine
 1
 .






county seat






noun




the town that is the governmental center of a county.














coup

 
/ko͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
coup d'état

 )
 — a sudden, violent, and illegal seizure of power from a government




•
 
he was overthrown in an army coup.










2.
 
a notable or successful stroke or move




•
 
it was a major coup to get such a prestigious contract.










3.
 
an unusual or unexpected but successful tactic in card play.




4.
 
a contusion caused by contact of the brain with the skull at the point of trauma.

Compare with contrecoup
 .




5.
 


‹historical›

 (among North American Indians) an act of touching an armed enemy in battle as a deed of bravery, or an act of first touching an item of the enemy's in order to claim it.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
colpus

 ‘blow’ (see cope
 1
 ).





coup de foudre

 
/ˌko͞o də ˈfo͞od(rə)/





I.
 
noun




a sudden unforeseen event, in particular an instance of love at first sight.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘stroke of lightning.’





coup de grâce

 
/ˌko͞o də ˈɡräs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a final blow or shot given to kill a wounded person or animal




•
 
he administered the 
coup de grâce

 with a knife.










2.
 
an action or event that serves as the culmination of a bad or deteriorating situation




•
 
the epidemic has been the 
coup de grâce

 for the airline crisis.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘stroke of grace.’





coup de main

 
/ˌko͞o də ˈman/





I.
 
noun




a sudden surprise attack, especially one made by an army during war.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘stroke of hand.’





coup de maître

 
/ˌko͞o də ˈmet(rə)/





I.
 
noun




a master stroke.











– origin

 French.





coup d'état

 
/ˌko͞o dāˈtä/





I.
 
noun




another term for coup
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘blow of state.’





coup de théâtre

 
/ˌko͞o də tāˈät(rə)/





I.
 
noun




a sensational or dramatically sudden action or turn of events, especially in a play.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘blow of theater.’





coup d'œil

 
/ˌko͞o ˈdəē/





I.
 
noun




a glance that takes in a comprehensive view.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘stroke of eye.’





coupe1


 
/ko͞op /

 
coupé





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a car with a fixed roof and two doors.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a four-wheeled enclosed carriage for two passengers and a driver.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an end compartment in a railroad car, with seats on only one side.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
carrosse coupé

 , literally ‘cut carriage.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





coupe2


 
/ko͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shallow glass or glass dish, typically with a stem, in which desserts or champagne are served.




2.
 
a dessert served in a coupe.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘goblet.’





coupla

 
/ˈkəplə/





I.
 
contraction






‹informal›

 couple of




•
 
the burger is $9 (a coupla dollars more than the regular grass-fed fare)




•
 
I won't be online much for the next coupla days.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration.






couple

 
/ˈkəpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
two individuals of the same sort considered together




•
 


a couple of

 girls were playing marbles.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an indefinite small number




•
 
he hoped she'd be better in 
a couple of

 days




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
we got some eggs—would you like a couple?




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
just a couple more questions




•
 
clean the stains with a couple squirts of dishwashing liquid.










3.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — two people who are married, engaged, or otherwise closely associated romantically or sexually.




4.
 
a pair of partners in a dance or game.




5.
 


[Mechanics]

 a pair of equal and parallel forces acting in opposite directions, and tending to cause rotation about an axis perpendicular to the plane containing them.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be coupled to/with

 )


1.
 
combine




•
 
a sense of hope is coupled with a palpable sense of loss.










2.
 
connect (a railroad vehicle or a piece of equipment) to another




•
 
a cable is 
coupled up

 to one of the wheels.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
couple up

 )
 — join to form a pair.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 have sexual intercourse.




5.
 
connect (two electrical components) using electromagnetic induction, electrostatic charge, or an optical link


(as 
adj.

 
coupled

 )


•
 
networks of coupled oscillators.














III.
 
derivatives





coupledom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cople

 (noun), 
copler

 (verb), from Latin 
copula

 (noun), 
copulare

 (verb), from 
co-

 ‘together’ + 
apere

 ‘fasten.’ Compare with copula
 and copulate
 .





coupler

 
/ˈkəp(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
something that connects two things, especially mechanical components or systems




•
 
a hydraulic coupler




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
coupler rod.










2.
 


[Music]

 a device in an organ for connecting two manuals, or a manual with pedals, so that they both sound when only one is played.




3.
 
(also 
octave coupler

 )
 — 

[Music]

 a device in an organ for connecting notes with their octaves above or below.




4.
 


[Photography]

 a compound in a developer or an emulsion that combines with the products of development to form an insoluble dye, part of the image.




5.
 
(also 
acoustic coupler

 )
 — a modem that converts digital signals from a computer into audible sound signals and vice versa, so that the former can be transmitted and received over telephone lines.













couplet

 
/ˈkəplət/





I.
 
noun




two lines of verse, usually in the same meter and joined by rhyme, that form a unit.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
couple

 , from Old French 
cople

 (see couple
 ).





coupling

 
/ˈkəp(ə)liNG/






noun



1.
 
a device for connecting parts of machinery.




2.
 
a fitting on the end of a railroad vehicle for connecting it to another.




3.
 
the pairing of two items




•
 
the coupling of coaching and personal training




•
 
this coupling of two of the greatest works of Haydn.










4.
 
sexual intercourse.




5.
 
an interaction between two electrical components by electromagnetic induction, electrostatic charge, or optical link.













coupling constant






noun






[Physics]

 a measure of the strength of interaction between two particles, or between a particle and a field.













coupon

 
/ˈk(y)o͞oˌpän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a voucher entitling the holder to a discount for a particular product.




2.
 
a detachable portion of a bond that is given up in return for a payment of interest.




3.
 
a form in a newspaper or magazine that may be filled in and sent as an application for a purchase or information.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
couponing

 )


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a business) issue or distribute coupons or vouchers offering discounts on particular goods or services




•
 
the company announced plans to reduce its couponing and just cut prices instead.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a consumer) collect and use coupons or vouchers offering discounts on goods or services




•
 
couponing has dropped their monthly grocery budget by upwards of $1,100 per month.




•
 
since she'd only been couponing for a few weeks, she didn't have much of a grocery stockpile built up.














III.
 
derivatives





couponer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a detachable portion of a bond to be given up in return for payment of interest): from French, literally ‘piece cut off,’ from 
couper

 ‘cut,’ from Old French 
colper

 (see cope
 1
 ).





coupon bond






noun




an investment bond on which interest is paid by presenting coupons.













coupon clipper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person with a large number of coupon bonds.













coup stick

 
/ˈko͞o ˌstik/






noun




(among North American Indians) a decorated stick recording coups attained by the warrior.














courage

 
/ˈkərij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to do something that frightens one




•
 
she called on all her courage to face the ordeal.










2.
 
strength in the face of pain or grief




•
 
he fought his illness with great courage.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have the courage of one's convictions






act on one's beliefs despite danger or disapproval.









2.
 
pluck up (or screw up or take) courage






make an effort to do something that frightens one.









3.
 
take one's courage in both hands






nerve oneself to do something that frightens one.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the heart, as the seat of feelings): from Old French 
corage

 , from Latin 
cor

 ‘heart.’





courageous

 
/kəˈrājəs/





I.
 
adjective




not deterred by danger or pain; brave




•
 
her courageous human rights work.














II.
 
derivatives





courageousness

 
/kəˈrājəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
corageus

 , from 
corage

 (see courage
 ).





courageously

 
/kəˈrājəslē/






adverb




without being deterred by danger or pain; bravely




•
 
the soldiers were well trained and fought courageously.



















courant

 
/ko͝oˈränt, ko͝oˈrant/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 represented as running




•
 
white horse courant.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: French,‘running,’ present participle of 
courir

 .





courante

 
/ko͝oˈränt, -ˈrant/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a 16th-century court dance consisting of short advances and retreats.




2.
 
a piece of music written for or in the style of a courante, typically one forming a movement of a suite.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: French, literally ‘running,’ feminine present participle of 
courir

 .





Courbet, Gustave

 
/ko͝orˈbā/






(1819–77), French painter. A leader of the 19th-century realist school of painting, his works include 
Burial at Ornans

 (1850) and 
Painter in His Studio

 (1855).









coureur de bois

 
/kəˌrər də ˈbwä/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in Canada and the northern US) a woodsman or trader of French origin.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘wood runner.’





courgette

 
/ko͝orˈZHet/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a zucchini.











– origin

 1930s: from French, diminutive of 
courge

 ‘gourd,’ from Latin 
cucurbita

 .





courier

 
/ˈko͝orēər ˈkərēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a messenger who transports goods or documents, in particular




2.
 
a company or employee of a company that transports commercial packages and documents




•
 
the check was dispatched by courier




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a courier service.










3.
 
a messenger for an underground or espionage organization.




4.
 
a person employed to guide and assist a group of tourists.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send or transport (goods or documents) by courier.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a person sent to run with a message): originally from Old French 
coreor

 ; later from French 
courier

 (now 
courrier

 ), from Italian 
corriere

 ; based on Latin 
currere

 ‘to run.’





Courrèges, André

 
/ko͝orˈeZH/






(1923–), French fashion designer. He is noted for his futuristic and youth-oriented styles, in particular, the use of plastic and metal, and for unisex fashion such as trouser suits for women.










course

 
/kôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the route or direction followed by a ship, aircraft, road, or river




•
 
the road adopts a tortuous course along the coast




•
 
the new fleet 
changed course

 to join the other ships.










2.
 
the way in which something progresses or develops




•
 
the course of history.










3.
 
a procedure adopted to deal with a situation.




4.
 
an area of land set aside and prepared for racing, golf, or another sport.




5.
 
a dish, or a set of dishes served together, forming one of the successive parts of a meal




•
 
guests are offered a choice of main course




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a four-course meal.










6.
 
a series of lectures or lessons in a particular subject, typically leading to a qualification




•
 
a business studies course.










7.
 


[Medicine]

 a series of repeated treatments or doses of medication




•
 
the doctor prescribed a course of antibiotics.










8.
 


[Architecture]

 a continuous horizontal layer of brick, stone, or other material in a building.




9.
 
a pursuit of game (especially hares) with greyhounds by sight rather than scent.




10.
 
the lowest sail on a square-rigged mast.




11.
 
a set of adjacent strings on a guitar, lute, etc., tuned to the same note.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) move without obstruction; flow




•
 
tears were coursing down her cheeks




•
 


‹figurative›

 exultation coursed through him.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pursue (game, especially hares) with greyhounds using sight rather than scent




•
 
many of the hares coursed escaped unharmed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she would course for hares with her greyhounds.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
course of action






a procedure adopted to deal with a situation




•
 
the wisest course of action is to tackle the problem at its source.















2.
 
the course of nature






events or processes that are normal and to be expected




•
 
each man would, in the course of nature, have his private opinions.















3.
 
in the course of —





a.
 
undergoing the specified process




•
 
a new text book was in the course of preparation.










b.
 
during the specified period




•
 
he was a friend to many people in the course of his life.










c.
 
during and as a part of the specified activity




•
 
they became friends in the course of their long walks.















4.
 
in the course of time






as time goes by.









5.
 
in due course






see due
 .









6.
 
a matter of course






see matter
 .









7.
 
of course





a.
 
used to introduce an idea or turn of events as being obvious or to be expected




•
 
the point is, of course, that the puzzle itself is misleading.










b.
 
used to give or emphasize agreement or permission




•
 
“Can I see you for a minute?” “Of course.”










c.
 
introducing a qualification or admission




•
 
of course we've been in touch by phone, but I wanted to see things for myself.















8.
 
off course






not following the intended route




•
 
the car went careering off course.















9.
 
on course






following the intended route




•
 
he battled to keep the ship on course




•
 


‹figurative›

 we need to spend money to get the economy back on course.















10.
 
run (or take) its course






complete its natural development without interference




•
 
his illness had to run its course.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cours

 , from Latin 
cursus

 , from 
curs-

 ‘run,’ from the verb 
currere

 .






courser1


 
/ˈkôrsər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 a swift horse.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
corsier

 , based on Latin 
cursus

 (see course
 ).





courser2


 
/ˈkôrsər/





I.
 
noun




a fast-running ploverlike bird related to the pratincoles, typically found in open country in Africa and Asia.

[Genera 
Cursorius

 and 
Rhinoptilus

 , family 
Glareolidae

 : several species, in particular the desert-dwelling 
cream-colored courser

 (
C. cursor

 ).]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cursorius

 ‘adapted for running,’ from 
cursor

 ‘runner,’ from the verb 
currere

 (see course
 ).





courser3


 
/ˈkôrsər/





I.
 
noun




a person who hunts animals such as hares with greyhounds using sight rather than scent.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from courser
 1
 .





courseware

 
/ˈkôrsˌwer/






noun




computer programs or other material designed for use in an educational or training course.













coursework

 
/ˈkôrsˌwərk /

 
course work






noun




written or practical work done by a student during a course of study, usually assessed in order to count toward a final mark or grade




•
 
the graduate program combines coursework and internship.



















coursing

 
/ˈkôrsiNG/






noun




the sport of hunting game animals such as hares with greyhounds using sight rather than scent.














court

 
/kôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
court of law

 )
 — a tribunal presided over by a judge, judges, or a magistrate in civil and criminal cases




•
 
a settlement was reached during the first sitting of the court




•
 
she will 
take

 the matter 
to court






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a court case.










2.
 
the place where a court meets.




3.
 
(
the court

 )
 — the judge or judges presiding at a court.




4.
 
a quadrangular area, either open or covered, marked out for ball games such as tennis or basketball




•
 
I prefer an indoor court.










5.
 
a quadrangular area surrounded by a building or group of buildings.




6.
 
a subdivision of a building, usually a large hall extending to the ceiling with galleries and staircases.




7.
 
the establishment, retinue, and courtiers of a sovereign




•
 
the emperor is shown with his court.










8.
 
a sovereign and his or her councilors, constituting a ruling power




•
 
relations between the king and the imperial court.










9.
 
a sovereign's residence.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 be involved with romantically, typically with the intention of marrying




•
 
he was courting a girl from the neighboring farm




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we went to the movies when we were courting.










2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a male bird or other animal) try to attract (a mate).




3.
 


‹dated›

 pay special attention to (someone) in an attempt to win their support or favor




•
 
Western politicians courted the leaders of the newly independent states.










4.
 


‹dated›

 go to great lengths to win (favorable attention)




•
 
he never had to court the approval of the political elite.










5.
 


‹dated›

 risk incurring (misfortune) because of the way one behaves




•
 
he has often courted controversy.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go to court






take legal action.









2.
 
hold court






see hold
 1
 .









3.
 
in court






appearing as a party or an attorney in a court of law.









4.
 
out of court





a.
 
before a legal hearing can take place




•
 
they are trying to settle the squabble out of court




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an out-of-court settlement.










b.
 
treated as impossible or not worthy of consideration




•
 
the price would put it out of court for most private buyers.















5.
 
pay court to






pay flattering attention to someone in order to win favor.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cort

 , from Latin 
cohors

 , 
cohort-

 ‘yard or retinue.’ The verb is influenced by Old Italian 
corteare

 , Old French 
courtoyer

 . Compare with cohort
 .





Court, Margaret Smith

 
/kôrt/






(1942–), Australian tennis player. She won more Grand Slam events (62) than any other player.









court bouillon

 
/ko͝or ˈbo͞o(l)ˌyän, ˌko͝or bēˈôn/





I.
 
noun




a stock made from wine and vegetables, typically used in fish dishes.











– origin

 French, from 
court

 ‘short’ and bouillon
 .





court card

 
/ˈkôrt ˌkärd/





I.
 
noun




British term for face card
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of 16th-cent. 
coat card

 , so named because of the decorative dress of the figures depicted.





court case






noun




a dispute between two parties that is decided in a court of law




•
 
the victims read news reports of the pending court case.



















court costs






plural noun




legal expenses, especially those allowed in favor of the winning party or against the losing party in a suit.




•
 
a total of $6,000 in fines, court costs, restitution, and fees.



















court dress

 
/ˈkôrt ˌdres/






noun






‹historical›

 formal clothing worn at a royal court.














courteous

 
/ˈkərdēəs/





I.
 
adjective




polite, respectful, or considerate in manner.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
courteously

 
/ˈkərdēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
courteousness

 
/ˈkərdēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (meaning ‘having manners fit for a royal court’): from Old French 
corteis

 , based on Latin 
cohors

 ‘yard, retinue’ (see court
 ). The change in the ending in the 16th cent. was due to association with words ending in -eous
 .





courtesan

 
/ˈkôrdəzən ˈkôrdəzan/





I.
 
noun




a prostitute, especially one with wealthy or upper-class clients.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
courtisane

 , from obsolete Italian 
cortigiana

 , feminine of 
cortigiano

 ‘courtier,’ from 
corte

 (see court
 ).






courtesy

 
/ˈkərdəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the showing of politeness in one's attitude and behavior toward others




•
 
he had been treated with a degree of courtesy not far short of deference.










2.
 
(often 
courtesies

 )
 — a polite speech or action, especially one required by convention




•
 
the superficial courtesies of diplomatic exchanges.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (especially of transport) supplied free of charge to people who are already paying for another service




•
 
he traveled from the hotel in a courtesy car.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a curtsy.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by courtesy






as a favor rather than by right




•
 
he was not at the conference only by courtesy.















2.
 
(by) courtesy of





a.
 
given or allowed by




•
 
photograph courtesy of the Evening Star.










b.
 


‹informal›

 as a result of; thanks to.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cortesie

 , from 
corteis

 (see courteous
 ).





courtesy light

 
/ˈkərdəsē līt/






noun




a small light in a car, automatically switched on when one of the doors is opened.













courtesy title

 
/ˈkərdəsē ˈtīdl/






noun




a title given to someone, especially the son or daughter of a peer, that has no legal validity.













court hand






noun






(Brit.)

 a notoriously illegible style of handwriting used in English courts of law until banned in 1731.













courthouse

 
/ˈkôrtˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a building in which a judicial court is held.




2.
 


(US)

 a building containing the administrative offices of a county.













courtier

 
/ˈkôrdēər ˈkôrCHər/





I.
 
noun




a person who attends a royal court as a companion or adviser to the king or queen.











– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
cortoyer

 ‘be present at court,’ from 
cort

 (see court
 ).





courtly

 
/ˈkôrtlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
polished or refined, as befitting a royal court




•
 
he gave a courtly bow.










2.
 
given to flattery; obsequious.








II.
 
derivatives





courtliness

 
/ˈkôrtlēnəs /






noun





















courtly love

 
/ˈkôrtlē ləv/






noun




a highly conventionalized medieval tradition of love between a knight and a married noblewoman, first developed by the troubadours of Southern France and extensively employed in European literature of the time. The love of the knight for his lady was regarded as an ennobling passion and the relationship was typically unconsummated.













court-martial

 
/ˌkôrtˈmärSH(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a judicial court for trying members of the armed services accused of offenses against military law




•
 
they appeared before a court-martial




•
 
he was found guilty by court-martial.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try (someone) by a court-martial.













court of appeals






noun






(US)

 a court to which appeals are taken in a federal circuit or a state.













court of claims






noun




a court in which claims against the government are adjudicated.













court of inquiry






noun




in the armed forces, a tribunal appointed to investigate a complaint against a member of the military to decide whether a court-martial is called for.













court of record






noun




a court whose proceedings are recorded and available as evidence of fact.













Court of St. James's






the British sovereign's court.









court order

 
/kôrt ˈôrdər/






noun




a direction issued by a court or a judge requiring a person to do or not do something.













court plaster





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 sticking plaster made of silk or other cloth with an adhesive such as isinglass.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: so named because it was formerly used by ladies at court for beauty spots.





court reporter






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person employed to transcribe speech from legal proceedings, typically via stenography




•
 
my lawyer's request to have the meeting taped or have a court reporter present was denied.










2.
 
a journalist who attends court hearings and reports on the proceedings




•
 
most court reporters have Twitter accounts and do a lot of tweeting inside court.



















courtroom

 
/ˈkôrtˌro͞om ˈkôrtˌro͝om/






noun




the place or room in which a court of law meets.













courtship

 
/ˈkôrtˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
a period during which a couple develop a romantic relationship, especially with a view to marriage.




2.
 
behavior designed to persuade someone to marry or develop a romantic relationship with one




•
 
he was eventually successful in his patient courtship of Dorothy.










3.
 
the behavior of male birds and other animals aimed at attracting a mate.




4.
 
the process of attempting to win a person's favor or support




•
 
the country's courtship of foreign investors.



















courtside

 
/ˈkôrtsīd/





I.
 
noun




the area adjacent to a tennis court, basketball court, etc.




•
 
her family watched from courtside




•
 
she was embraced by family and fans at courtside after her victory.














II.
 
adjective, adverb




by the side of a tennis court, basketball court, etc.


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the expensive courtside seats




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
Vanessa and her two young daughters sat courtside.




















court tennis






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the original form of tennis, played with a solid ball on an enclosed court divided into equal but dissimilar halves, the service side (from which service is always delivered) and the hazard side (on which service is received).













courtyard

 
/ˈkôrtˌyärd/






noun




an unroofed area that is completely or mostly enclosed by the walls of a large building.













couscous

 
/ˈko͞osˌko͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of North African semolina in granules made from crushed durum wheat.




2.
 
a spicy dish made by steaming or soaking couscous and adding meat, vegetables, or fruit.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Arabic 
kuskus

 , from 
kaskasa

 ‘to pound,’ probably of Berber origin.






cousin

 
/ˈkəz(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a child of one's uncle or aunt.




2.
 
a person belonging to the same extended family.




3.
 
a thing related or analogous to another




•
 
the new motorbikes are not proving as popular as their four-wheeled cousins.










4.
 
(usu. 
cousins

 )
 — a person of a kindred culture, race, or nation




•
 
the Russians and their Slavic cousins.










5.
 


‹historical›

 a title formerly used by a sovereign in addressing another sovereign or a noble of their own country.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
first cousin once removed





a.
 
a child of one's first cousin.




b.
 
one's parent's first cousin.









2.
 
first cousin twice removed





a.
 
a grandchild of one's first cousin.




b.
 
one's grandparent's first cousin.









3.
 
second cousin






a child of one's parent's first cousin.









4.
 
second cousin once removed





a.
 
a child of one's second cousin.




b.
 
one's parent's second cousin.









5.
 
third cousin






a child of one's parent's second cousin.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cousinhood

 
/ˈkəz(ə)nˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
cousinly






adjective













3.
 
cousinship

 
/ˈkəz(ə)nˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cosin

 , from Latin 
consobrinus

 ‘mother's sister's child,’ from 
con-

 ‘with’ + 
sobrinus

 ‘second cousin’ (from 
soror

 ‘sister’).





cousin-german





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for cousin
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from French 
cousin germain

 (see cousin
 , german
 ).





Cousteau, Jacques

 
/ko͞oˈstō/






(1910–97), French oceanographer and documentary movie director; full name 
Jacques-Yves Cousteau

 . He devised the scuba apparatus, but is known primarily for several documentaries and television series on marine life.









Cousy, Bob

 
/ˈko͞ozē/






(1928–), US basketball player; full name 
Robert Joseph Cousy

 . He played for the Boston Celtics from 1950 until 1963. Basketball Hall of Fame (1970).










couth

 
/ko͞oTH /

 

‹humorous›






I.
 
adjective




cultured, refined, and well mannered




•
 
it is more couth to hold your shrimp by the tail.














II.
 
noun




good manners; refinement




•
 
their hockey team had more talent but less couth.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from uncouth
 .






couture

 
/ko͞oˈto͝o(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the design and manufacture of fashionable clothes to a client's specific requirements and measurements.

See also haute couture
 .




2.
 
fashionable made-to-measure clothes




•
 
they were dressed in size eight printed-silk couture.

















– origin

 1920s: French,‘sewing, dressmaking.’





couturier

 
/ko͞oˈto͝orēər ko͞oˈto͝orēˌā/





I.
 
noun




a fashion designer who manufactures and sells clothes that have been tailored to a client's specific requirements and measurements.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from couture
 .





couturière

 
/ko͞oˈto͝orēər ko͞oˈto͝orēˌer/






noun




a female couturier.













couvade

 
/ko͞oˈväd/





I.
 
noun




the custom in some cultures in which a man takes to his bed and goes through certain rituals when his child is being born, as though he were physically affected by the birth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
couver

 ‘to hatch,’ from Latin 
cubare

 ‘lie down.’ The adoption of the term in French was due to a misunderstanding of the phrase 
faire la couvade

 ‘sit doing nothing,’ used by earlier writers.





couvert

 
/ko͞oˈver/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for cover
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
another term for cover charge
 :




•
 
there is a $1.50 couvert weekdays and $2.00 Saturdays and holidays.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, past participle (used as a noun) of 
couvrir

 ‘to cover.’





couverture

 
/ˌko͞ovərˈCHo͝oər/





I.
 
noun




chocolate made with extra cocoa butter to give a high gloss, used for covering sweets and cakes.











– origin

 1930s: French, literally ‘covering.’






covalent

 
/ˌkōˈvālənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of, relating to, or denoting chemical bonds formed by the sharing of electrons between atoms.

Often contrasted with ionic
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
covalence

 
/ˌkōˈvāləns /






noun













2.
 
covalently






adverb





















covariance

 
/ˌkōˈverēəns/






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the property of a function of retaining its form when the variables are linearly transformed.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 the mean value of the product of the deviations of two variates from their respective means.













covariant

 
/ˌkōˈverēənt /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
noun




a function of the coefficients and variables of a given function that is invariant under a linear transformation except for a factor equal to a power of the determinant of the transformation.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
changing in such a way that mathematical interrelations with another simultaneously changing quantity or set of quantities remain unchanged.




2.
 
of, having the properties of, or relating to a covariant.













covariation

 
/ˌkōverēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Mathematics]

 correlated variation.













cove1


 
/kōv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small sheltered bay.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 a sheltered recess, especially in the side of a mountain.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a concave arched molding, especially one formed at the junction of a wall with a ceiling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
coved

 )


1.
 


[Architecture]

 provide (a room, ceiling, etc.) with a cove.











– origin

 Old English 
cofa

 ‘chamber, cave,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Koben

 ‘pigpen, pen.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 16th cent.





cove2


 
/kōv/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a man




•
 
he is a perfectly amiable cove.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Romany 
kova

 ‘thing or person.’





covellite

 
/kōˈvelˌīt, ˈkōvəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a blue mineral consisting of copper sulfide, typically occurring as a coating on other copper minerals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Nicolò 
Covelli

 (1790–1829), Italian chemist, + -ite
 1
 .






coven

 
/ˈkəvən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group or gathering of witches who meet regularly.




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 a secret or close-knit group of associates




•
 
covens of militants within the party.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: variant of covin
 .





covenant

 
/ˈkəvənənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agreement.




2.
 


[Law]

 a contract drawn up by deed.




3.
 


[Law]

 a clause in a contract.




4.
 


[Theology]

 an agreement that brings about a relationship of commitment between God and his people. The Jewish faith is based on the biblical covenants made with Abraham, Moses, and David.

See also Ark of the Covenant
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
agree, especially by lease, deed, or other legal contract




•
 
the landlord covenants to repair the property.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
Old Covenant








[Christian Theology]

 the covenant between God and Israel in the Old Testament.









2.
 
New Covenant








[Christian Theology]

 the covenant between God and the followers of Jesus Christ.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
covenantal

 
/ˌkəvəˈnantl /






adjective













2.
 
covenanter

 
/ˈkəv(ə)nəntər /

 


‹chiefly Law›

 covenantor






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, present participle of 
covenir

 ‘agree,’ from Latin 
convenire

 (see convene
 ).





covenantee

 
/ˌkəvənənˈtē, -nan-/






noun






[Law]

 the person to whom a promise by covenant is made.













Covenanter

 
/ˈkəvənantər, -ənəntər/






noun




an adherent of the National Covenant (1638) or of the Solemn League and Covenant (1643), upholding the organization of the Scottish Presbyterian Church.













covenant of grace






noun




(in Calvinist theology) the covenant between God and humanity that was established by Jesus Christ at the Atonement.













covenant of works






noun




(in Calvinist theology) the covenant between God and humanity that was broken by Adam's sin at the Fall.













Covent Garden

 
/ˌkəvənt ˈɡärdn/






a district in central London.









Coventry

 
/ˈkəvəntrē ˈkävəntrē/





I.
 
an industrial city in central England; pop. 271,100 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a city in central Rhode Island, a southwestern suburb of Providence; pop. 34,660 (est. 2008).










cover

 
/ˈkəvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put something such as a cloth or lid on top of or in front of (something) in order to protect or conceal it




•
 
the table had been 
covered with

 a checked tablecloth




•
 
she 
covered

 her face 
with

 a pillow.










2.
 
envelop in a layer of something, especially dirt




•
 
he was covered in mud




•
 


‹figurative›

 she was covered in confusion.










3.
 
scatter a layer of loose material over (a surface, especially a floor), leaving it completely obscured




•
 
the barn floor was covered in straw.










4.
 
lie over or adhere to (a surface), as decoration or to conceal something




•
 
masonry paint will cover hairline cracks.










5.
 
extend over (an area)




•
 
the grounds covered eight acres.










6.
 
travel (a specified distance)




•
 
it took them four days to cover 150 miles.










7.
 
deal with (a subject) by describing or analyzing its most important aspects or events




•
 
a sequence of novels that will cover the period from 1968 to the present.










8.
 
investigate, report on, or publish or broadcast pictures of (an event)




•
 
NBC is covering the Olympics.










9.
 
work in, have responsibility for, or provide services to (a particular area)




•
 
development officers whose work would cover a large area.










10.
 
(of a rule or law) apply to (a person or situation).




11.
 
(of a sum of money) be enough to pay (a bill or cost)




•
 
there are grants to cover the cost of materials for loft insulation.










12.
 
(of insurance) protect against a liability, loss, or accident involving financial consequences




•
 
your contents are now 
covered against

 accidental loss or damage in transit.










13.
 
(
cover oneself

 )
 — take precautionary measures so as to protect oneself against future blame or liability




•
 
one reason doctors take temperatures is to 
cover

 themselves 
against

 negligence claims.










14.
 
disguise the sound or fact of (something) with another sound or action




•
 
Louise laughed to cover her embarrassment.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cover for

 )
 — disguise the illicit absence or wrongdoing of (someone) in order to spare them punishment




•
 
if the sergeant wants to know where you are, I'll cover for you.










16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cover for

 )
 — temporarily take over the job of (a colleague) in their absence




•
 
during August ministers cover for other ministers.










17.
 
aim a gun at (someone) in order to prevent them from moving or escaping.




18.
 
protect (an exposed person) by shooting at an enemy


(as 
adj.

 
covering

 )


•
 
the jeeps retreated behind spurts of 
covering fire

 .










19.
 
(of a fortress, gun, or cannon) have (an area) within range.




20.
 
(in team games) take up a position ready to defend against (an opposing player).




21.
 


[Baseball]

 be in position at (a base) ready to catch a thrown ball.




22.
 


[Bridge]

 play a higher card on (a high card) in a trick




•
 
the ploy will fail if the ten is covered




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
East covered with his queen.










23.
 
record or perform a new version of (a song) originally performed by someone else




•
 
other artists who have covered the song include U2.










24.
 
(of a male animal, especially a stallion) copulate with (a female animal), especially as part of a commercial transaction between the owners of the animals.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that lies on, over, or around something, especially in order to protect or conceal it




•
 
a seat cover.










2.
 
a thin solid object that seals a container or hole; a lid




•
 
a manhole cover.










3.
 
a thick protective outer part or page of a book or magazine




•
 
her life was captured between hard covers in her 1986 autobiography.










4.
 


[Philately]

 a card or envelope that has traveled through the mail or that contains postal markings.




5.
 
(
the covers

 )
 — bedclothes




•
 
she burrowed down beneath the covers.










6.
 
physical shelter or protection sought by people in danger




•
 
the sirens wailed and people ran for cover




•
 
store seats 
under cover

 before the bad weather sets in.










7.
 
undergrowth, trees, or other vegetation used as a shelter by animals




•
 
the standing crops of game cover




•
 
a landscape bare of woodland except for neat little fox covers.







See also covert
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




8.
 
an activity or organization used as a means of concealing an illegal or secret activity




•
 
a restaurant is run as a 
cover for

 a money-laundering operation.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an identity or activity adopted by a person, typically a spy, to conceal their true activities




•
 
he was worried that their cover was blown.










10.
 
military support given when someone is in danger from or being attacked by an enemy




•
 
they agreed to provide additional naval cover.










11.
 


[Ecology]

 the amount of ground covered by a vertical projection of the vegetation, usually expressed as a percentage.




12.
 
short for cover charge
 .




13.
 
a place setting at a table in a restaurant.

[rendering French 
couvert

 .]




14.
 
(also 
cover version

 )
 — a recording or performance of a previously recorded song made especially to take advantage of the original's success.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break cover






suddenly leave a place of shelter, especially vegetation, when being hunted or pursued.









2.
 
cover one's ass (or back)








‹informal›

 foresee and avoid the possibility of attack or criticism.









3.
 
cover all bases (or cover all the bases)






deal with something thoroughly




•
 
for the prospective homebuilder, this book covers all bases




•
 
if you meet these basic requirements, you 'll cover all bases.















4.
 
cover a multitude of sins






conceal or gloss over many problems or defects




•
 
stucco could cover a multitude of sins, including poor brickwork.















5.
 
cover one's position






purchase securities in order to be able to fulfill a commitment to sell.









6.
 
cover one's tracks






conceal evidence of what one has done.









7.
 
cover the waterfront








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 include a wide range of things; cover every aspect of something




•
 
while half the dishes are Italian, the kitchen covers the waterfront from Greece to Morocco.















8.
 
from cover to cover






from beginning to end of a book or magazine.









9.
 
take cover






protect oneself from attack by ducking down into or under a shelter




•
 
if the bombing starts, take cover in the basement.















10.
 
under cover of





a.
 
concealed by




•
 
the yacht made landfall under cover of darkness.










b.
 
while pretending to do something




•
 
Moran watched every move under cover of reading the newspaper.















11.
 
under plain cover






in an envelope or parcel without any marks to identify the sender.









12.
 
under separate cover






in a separate envelope.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





cover something up





a.
 
put something on, over, or around something, especially in order to conceal or disguise it.




b.
 
try to hide or deny the fact of an illegal or illicit action or activity.












V.
 
derivatives





coverable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
covrir

 , from Latin 
cooperire

 , from 
co-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
operire

 ‘to cover.’ The noun is partly a variant of covert
 .





coverage

 
/ˈkəv(ə)rij/






noun



1.
 
the extent to which something deals with or applies to something else




•
 
the grammar did not offer total coverage of the language.










2.
 
the treatment of an issue by the media




•
 
the program won an award for its news coverage.










3.
 


(US)

 the amount of protection given by an insurance policy.




4.
 
the area reached by a particular broadcasting station or advertising medium




•
 
a network of eighty transmitters would give nationwide coverage.










5.
 


[Football]

 the manner in which a defender or a defensive team covers a player, an area, or a play.














coverall

 
/ˈkəvərˌôl /

 

‹N. Amer.›







noun

 — (usu. 
coveralls

 )


1.
 
a full-length protective outer garment often zipped up the front.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — inclusive




•
 
a coverall term.



















cover band

 


‹Brit.›

 covers band






noun




a band whose repertoire consists of versions of songs by other artists rather than original material




•
 
a local cover band played hits by the Beach Boys




•
 
a Led Zeppelin cover band.




















cover charge

 
/ˈkəvər CHärj/






noun




a flat fee paid for admission to a restaurant, bar, club, etc.













cover crop






noun




a crop grown for the protection and enrichment of the soil.













Coverdale, Miles

 
/ˈkəvərˌdāl/






(1488–1568), English biblical scholar. He translated the first complete printed English Bible in 1535.









covered wagon

 
//






noun




a horse- or mule-drawn wagon topped with a spacious. arched canvas-covered framework. Covered wagons were the common transport for the western-moving North American pioneers of the 19th century.

See also Conestoga wagon
 , prairie schooner
 .













cover girl

 
/ˈkəvər ˌɡərl/






noun




a female model whose picture appears on magazine covers.













cover glass






noun




another term for coverslip
 .













covering

 
/ˈkəv(ə)riNG/






noun



1.
 
a thing used to cover something else, typically in order to protect or conceal it




•
 
a vinyl floor covering.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a layer of something that covers something else




•
 
the sky was obscured by a covering of cloud.



















covering letter

 
//






noun




British term for cover letter
 .













coverlet

 
/ˈkəvərlət/





I.
 
noun




a bedspread, typically less than floor-length.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
covrelet

 , from Old French 
covrir

 ‘to cover’ + 
lit

 ‘bed.’






cover letter

 
/ˈkəvər ˌledər/






noun




a letter sent with, and explaining the contents of, another document or a parcel of goods.













cover sheet






noun



1.
 
a page sent as the first page of a fax transmission, identifying the sender, number of pages, etc.




2.
 
a page placed before a manuscript or report, typically with the name of the author, title of the book or report, and date.














coverslip

 
/ˈkəvərˌslip /

 
cover slip






noun




a small, thin piece of glass used to cover and protect a specimen on a microscope slide.













cover story

 
/ˈkəvər ˌstôrē/






noun



1.
 
a magazine article that is illustrated or advertised on the front cover.




2.
 
a fictitious account invented to conceal a person's identity or reasons for doing something.














covert





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkōvərt kōˈvərt /



1.
 
not openly acknowledged or displayed




•
 
covert operations against the dictatorship.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a woman) married and under the authority and protection of her husband.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkəvər(t) ˈkōvərt /



1.
 
a thicket in which game can hide.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 any of the feathers covering the bases of the main flight or tail feathers of a bird.








III.
 
derivatives





covertness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general senses ‘covered’ and ‘a cover’): from Old French,‘covered,’ past participle of 
covrir

 (see cover
 ).





covertly

 
/ˈkōvərtlē/






adverb




without being openly acknowledged or displayed; secretly




•
 
a transcript of a covertly taped meeting.



















coverture

 
/ˌkəvərCH(o͝o)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 protective or concealing covering.




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 the legal status of a married woman, considered to be under her husband's protection and authority.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
covrir

 ‘to cover.’ It originally denoted a coverlet or a garment, later various kinds of covering or shelter.





cover-up

 
/ˈkəvər ˌəp /

 
coverup






noun



1.
 
an attempt to prevent people's discovering the truth about a serious mistake or crime.




2.
 
a loose outer garment, as worn over a swimsuit or exercise outfit.














covet

 
/ˈkəvət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
yearn to possess or have (something)




•
 
the president-elect covets time for exercise and fishing




•
 (as 
adj.

 
coveted

 )
 
he won the coveted Booker Prize for fiction.














II.
 
derivatives





covetable

 
/ˈkəvədəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cuveitier

 , based on Latin 
cupiditas

 (see cupidity
 ).





covetous

 
/ˈkəvədəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a great desire to possess something, typically something belonging to someone else




•
 
she fingered the linen with covetous hands.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
covetously

 
/ˈkəvədəslē /






adverb













2.
 
covetousness

 
/ˈkəvədəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coveitous

 , based on Latin 
cupiditas

 (see cupidity
 ).





covey

 
/ˈkəvē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small party or flock of birds, especially partridge.




2.
 
a small group of people or things




•
 
coveys of actors rushed through the rooms.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
covee

 , feminine past participle of 
cover

 , from Latin 
cubare

 ‘lie down.’






covin

 
/ˈkəvən ˈkōvən /

 
covine





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 fraud; deception.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a company or band): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
convenium

 , from Latin 
convenire

 (see convene
 ). Compare with coven
 .





Covina

 
/kōˈvēnə/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 46,944 (est. 2008).









Covington






a city in northern Kentucky, where the Licking River flows into the Ohio River; pop. 43,235 (est. 2008).










cow1


 
/kou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fully grown female animal of a domesticated breed of ox, used as a source of milk or beef




•
 
a dairy cow.







See cattle
 .




2.
 
(loosely) a domestic bovine animal, regardless of sex or age.




3.
 
(in farming) a female domestic bovine animal that has borne more than one calf.

Compare with heifer
 .




4.
 
the female of certain other large animals, for example elephant, rhinoceros, whale, seal, or reindeer.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a woman, especially a fat or stupid one




•
 
what does he see in that cow?














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have a cow








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 become angry, excited, or agitated




•
 
don't have a cow—it's no big deal.















2.
 
till the cows come home








‹informal›

 for an indefinitely long time




•
 
those two could talk till the cows came home.





















– origin

 Old English 
cū

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koe

 and German 
Kuh

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
bos

 and Greek 
bous

 .





cow2


 
/kou/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be cowed

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to submit to one's wishes by intimidation




•
 
the intellectuals had been 
cowed into

 silence.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Old Norse 
kúga

 ‘oppress.’





cowabunga

 
/ˌkouəˈbəNGɡə/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express delight or satisfaction




•
 
Cowabunga! It's an actor's dream.

















– origin

 1950s: originally 
cowabonga

 , an exclamation frequently used by the character Chief Thunderthud on the 
Howdy Doody Show

 .





cowage

 
/ˈkouij /

 
cowhage





I.
 
noun




a leguminous climbing plant, 
Mucuna pruriens

 , with hairy pods that cause stinging and itching.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hindi 
kāuñc

 .






coward

 
/ˈkou(ə)rd/





I.
 
noun




a person who lacks the courage to do or endure dangerous or unpleasant things.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 excessively afraid of danger or pain.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) depicted with the tail between the hind legs.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
couard

 , based on Latin 
cauda

 ‘tail,’ possibly with reference to a frightened animal with its tail between its legs, reflected in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective (early 16th cent).





Coward, Sir Noël

 
/ˈkou-ərd/






(1899–1973), English playwright, actor, and composer; full name 
Sir Noël Pierce Coward

 . He is remembered for witty, satirical plays, such as 
Hay Fever

 (1925) and 
Private Lives

 (1930), as well as for revues and musicals featuring songs such as 
“Mad Dogs and Englishmen”

 (1932).









cowardice

 
/ˈkou(ə)rdəs/





I.
 
noun




lack of bravery.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
couardise

 , from 
couard

 (see coward
 ).





cowardly

 
/ˈkouərdlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking courage.




2.
 
(of an action) carried out against a person who is unable to retaliate




•
 
a cowardly attack on a helpless victim.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in a way that shows a lack of courage.








III.
 
derivatives





cowardliness

 
/ˈkou(ə)rdlēnəs /






noun





















cowbane

 
/ˈkoubān/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of tall poisonous plants of the parsley family, growing in swampy or wet habitats.

[● another term for water hemlock
 ● a North American plant (
Oxypolis rigidior

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from cow
 1
 + bane
 , because it is poisonous to grazing cattle.





cowbell

 
/ˈkouˌbel/






noun



1.
 
a bell hung around a cow's neck in order to help locate the animal by the noise it makes.




2.
 
a bell similar to a cowbell used as a percussion instrument, typically without a clapper and struck with a stick.














cowberry

 
/ˈkouˌberē/






noun




another term for mountain cranberry
 .













cowbird

 
/ˈkoubərd/






noun




a New World songbird with dark plumage and a relatively short bill, typically laying its eggs in other birds' nests.

[Genus 
Molothrus

 (and 
Scaphidura

 ), family 
Icteridae

 : several species, in particular the widespread
brown-headed cowbird

 (
M. ater

 ).]













cowboy

 
/ˈkouˌboi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man, typically one on horseback, who herds and tends cattle, especially in the western US and as represented in westerns and novels




•
 
they are always playing 
cowboys and Indians

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is reckless or careless, especially when driving an automobile.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 work as a cowboy




•
 
Sonora, Mexico, where he learned to cowboy.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





cowboy up








(US)

 
‹informal›

 make a determined effort to overcome a formidable obstacle




•
 
Millar cowboyed up, but couldn't he have flipped the Enrique grounder to Pedro?























cowboy boot






noun




a style of boot with a pointed toe and a moderately high heel, extending to mid-calf.













cowboy hat






noun




a hat with a broad, often curled brim and a high crown, typically made of felt




•
 
they were sitting in their saddles, wearing brand-new cowboy hats and boots.



















cowboy poetry





I.
 
noun




a type of folk poetry associated with the lifestyle of cattle ranching in western North America




•
 
he first started writing cowboy poetry in the late 1970s, inspired by the experiences he had on his job with cowboys at ranches and feedlots.














II.
 
derivatives





cowboy poet






noun





















Cowboy State






a nickname for the state of Wyoming
 .









cow-calf






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting or relating to the method of producing cattle for beef by maintaining a breeding herd of cows




•
 
a cow-calf operation




•
 
successful cow-calf managers place the highest priority on herd nutrition.



















cow camp






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a seasonal camp apart from the main buildings of a ranch, used during a cattle roundup.














cowcatcher

 
/ˈkouˌkaCHər ˈkouˌkeCHər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a metal frame at the front of a locomotive for pushing aside cattle or other obstacles on the line.













cow chip






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a dried cowpat.













cower

 
/ˈkou(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crouch down in fear




•
 
children cowered in terror as the shoot-out erupted.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
kūren

 ‘lie in wait,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





cowfish

 
/ˈkoufiSH/






noun




a boxfish with spines that resemble horns on the head, and typically with other spines on the back and sides.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Ostraciontidae

 , in particular 
Lactoria diaphana

 .]













cow flop

 
cowflop
 , 

‹or chiefly Canadian›

 cow flap
 , cowflap






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cowpat.













cowgirl

 
/ˈkouˌɡərl/






noun




a female equivalent of a cowboy, especially as represented in westerns and novels.













cowhand

 
/ˈkouhand/






noun




a person employed to tend or ranch cattle; a cowboy or cowgirl.













cowherd

 
/ˈkouhərd/





I.
 
noun




a person who tends grazing cattle.











– origin

 Old English, from cow
 1
 + obsolete 
herd

 ‘herdsman.’





cowhide

 
/ˈkouˌhīd/






noun



1.
 
a cow's hide.




2.
 
leather made from a cow's hide.




3.
 
a whip made from cowhide.













cowl

 
/koul/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large loose hood, especially one forming part of a monk's habit.




2.
 
a monk's hooded, sleeveless habit.




3.
 
a cloak with wide sleeves worn by members of Benedictine orders.




4.
 
the hood-shaped covering of a chimney or ventilation shaft.




5.
 
the part of a motor vehicle that supports the windshield and houses the dashboard.




6.
 
another term for cowling
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cowled






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cugele

 , 
cūle

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
cuculla

 , from Latin 
cucullus

 ‘hood of a cloak.’





cowlick

 
/ˈkouˌlik/






noun




a lock of hair that grows in a direction different from the rest and that resists being combed flat




•
 
a little sprig of a cowlick stood up on the back of her head.




















cowling

 
/ˈkouliNG/






noun




the removable cover of a vehicle or aircraft engine.













cowl neck

 
/ˈkoul ˌnek/






noun




a neckline on a woman's garment that hangs in draped folds


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cowl-neck sweater.



















cowman

 
/ˈkoumən/






noun



1.
 
a person who owns or is in charge of a cattle ranch.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cowboy.













coworker

 
/ˈkōˌwərkər/






noun



1.
 
a person with whom one works, typically someone in a similar role or at a similar level within an organization




•
 
her strong work ethic and high standards have garnered respect and support from coworkers and employees alike.










2.
 
a person engaged in the practice of coworking




•
 
the offices offer a home to about 550 coworkers.



















coworking

 
/ˌkōˈwərkiNG/






noun




the use of an office or other working environment by people who are self-employed or working for different employers, typically so as to share equipment, ideas, and knowledge




•
 
the whole idea of coworking is to bring bright, creative people together and let the ideas collide




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the area's newest coworking space.



















cow parsnip

 
/kou ˈpärsnəp/






noun




a very large, bad-smelling hogweed. Cow parsnips prefer moist ground and can reach a height of 10 feet (3 m).

[
Heracleum maximum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]













cowpat

 
/ˈkouˌpat/






noun




a flat, round piece of cow dung.














cowpea

 
/ˈkouˌpē/






noun



1.
 
a plant of the pea family native to the Old World tropics. It is an important pulse for animal feed and human consumption, both the pod and the seed being edible.

[
Vigna unguiculata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
the seed of the cowpea plant as food.













Cowper, William

 
/ˈko͞opər, ˈko͝opər, ˈkoupər/






(1731–1800), English poet, noted for the poem 
The Task

 (1785) and for the comic ballad 
John Gilpin

 (1782).









Cowper's gland

 
/ˈkoupərz, ˈko͞opərz, ˈko͝opərz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of small glands that open into the urethra at the base of the penis and secrete a constituent of seminal fluid.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after William 
Cowper

 (1666–1709), English anatomist.





cow pie






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cowpat.













cowpoke

 
/ˈkouˌpōk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cowboy.













cow pony






noun




a small horse trained for use in cattle ranching.













cowpox

 
/ˈkouˌpäks/






noun




a viral disease of cows' udders which, when contracted by humans through contact, resembles mild smallpox, and was the basis of the first smallpox vaccines.













cowpuncher

 
/ˈkouˌpən(t)SHər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cowboy.













cowpunk

 
/ˈkouˌpəNGk/






noun



1.
 
a type of popular music combining elements of country and western with those of punk rock.




2.
 
a singer or musician who performs cowpunk




•
 
she burst on to the scene as a cowpunk.



















cowrie

 
/ˈkourē /

 
cowry





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a marine mollusk that has a smooth, glossy, domed shell with a long narrow opening, typically brightly patterned and popular with collectors.

[Genus 
Cypraea

 , family 
Cypraeidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : numerous species, including the small 
money cowrie

 (
C. moneta

 ).]




2.
 
the flattened yellowish shell of the money cowrie, formerly used as money in parts of Africa and the Indo-Pacific area.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hindi 
kauṛī

 .





cowrite

 
/kōˈrīt ˈkōˌrīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something) with another person




•
 
the movie is based on a story he cowrote with his wife.














II.
 
derivatives





cowriter

 
/kōˈrīdər ˈkōˌrīdər /






noun





















co-writer

 
/ˈkōrīdər/






noun




a person who writes something together with another person




•
 
Tim and I became co-writers on the script.



















cow shark






noun




a dull gray or brown shark that lives mainly in deep water, especially in the North Atlantic and Mediterranean.

[
Hexanchus griseus

 , family 
Hexanchidae

 .]













cowshed

 
/ˈkouˌSHed/






noun




a farm building in which cattle are kept when not in a pasture, or in which they are milked.














cowslip

 
/ˈkouˌslip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a European primula with clusters of drooping fragrant yellow flowers in spring, growing on dry grassy banks and in pasture.

[
Primula veris

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of herbaceous plants, in particular

[● another term for marsh marigold
 ● a North American plant with blue flowers (
Mertensia virginica

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
cūslyppe

 , from 
cū

 ‘cow’ + 
slipa

 , 
slyppe

 ‘slime,’ i.e., cow slobber or dung.





cowtown

 
/ˈkoutoun /

 
cow town






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a town or city in a cattle-raising area of western North America.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small, isolated, or unsophisticated town.













cow wheat

 
/ˈkou ˌ(h)wēt/






noun




a yellowish-flowered plant of the figwort family, partly parasitic on the roots of other plants and found in both Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Melampyrum

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, including 
M. lineare

 .]













cox

 
/käks/





I.
 
noun




a coxswain, especially of a racing boat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a coxswain for (a racing boat or crew)




•
 
the winning eight was coxed by a woman




•
 (as 
adj.

 
coxed

 )
 
the coxed pairs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he once coxed for Harvard.














III.
 
derivatives





coxless

 
/ˈkäksləs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





COX

 
/käks/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the enzyme cyclooxygenase, which is required for the formation of prostaglandins and is blocked by painkillers such as aspirin and ibuprofen.













COX-2 inhibitor






noun




a painkiller that works by inhibiting the enzyme cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2), which triggers the release of prostaglandins.













coxa

 
/ˈkäksə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the hipbone or hip joint.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Entomology]

 the first or basal segment of the leg of an insect.








II.
 
derivatives





coxal

 
/ˈkäks(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin,‘hip.’





coxalgia

 
/käkˈsalj(ē)ə/






noun




pain in the hip joint.













coxcomb

 
/ˈkäksˌkōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a vain and conceited man; a dandy.




2.
 
variant spelling of cockscomb
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
coxcombry

 
/ˈkäksˌkōmrē /






noun





coxcomb
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
coxcombery

 
/-ˌkōm(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a simpleton): variant of cockscomb
 , in the sense ‘jester's cap’ (resembling a cock's comb), hence ‘a jester, a fool.’





coxopodite

 
/käkˈsäpəˌdīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the segment nearest the body in the leg of an arthropod, especially a crustacean.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
coxa

 ‘hip’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + -ite
 1
 .





Coxsackie virus

 
/käkˈsakē, ko͝ok- /

 
coxsackie virus
 , coxsackievirus





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of enteroviruses that cause various respiratory, neurological, and muscular diseases in humans.











– origin

 1940s: named after 
Coxsackie

 , New York, where the first cases were diagnosed.





coxswain

 
/ˈkäks(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the steersman of a ship's boat, lifeboat, racing boat, or other boat.











– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
cock

 + swain
 . Compare with boatswain
 .





coy

 
/koi/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially with reference to a woman) making a pretense of shyness or modesty that is intended to be alluring




•
 
she treated him to a coy smile of invitation.










2.
 
reluctant to give details, especially about something regarded as sensitive




•
 
he is 
coy about

 his age.










3.
 


‹dated›

 quiet and reserved; shy.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coi

 , 
quei

 , from Latin 
quietus

 (see quiet
 ). The original sense was ‘quiet, still’ (especially in behavior), later ‘modestly retiring,’ and hence (of a woman) ‘affecting to be unresponsive to advances.’





coydog

 
/ˈkoidäɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the hybrid offspring of a coyote and a dog.













coyly

 
/ˈkoilē/






adverb



1.
 
in an outwardly shy or modest way intended to be alluring




•
 
she smiles coyly for the camera.










2.
 
in a way that shows reluctance to give details about something regarded as sensitive




•
 
he coyly withheld his candidacy.



















coyness

 
/ˈkoinəs/






noun



1.
 
(especially in a woman) the quality of feigning shyness or modesty in an attempt to seem alluring.




2.
 
the quality of being reluctant to give details about something regarded as sensitive; reticence




•
 
the company's 
coyness about

 their spring offering.



















Coyoacán

 
/ˌkoiōəˈkän/






a municipality within the Federal District of Mexico, a suburb of Mexico City; pop. 606,373 (2005).










coyote

 
/ˈkīˌōt kīˈōdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or coyotes)
 — a wolflike wild dog native to North America.

Also called brush wolf
 or prairie wolf
 . [
Canis latrans

 , family 
Canidae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who smuggles Latin Americans across the US border, typically for a high fee




•
 
at the bus station, there were coyotes offering to drive us to Los Angeles.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Mexican Spanish, from Nahuatl 
coyotl

 .





Coyote State






a nickname for the state of South Dakota
 .









coypu

 
/ˈkoiˌpo͞o/





I.
 
noun




another term for nutria
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Araucanian.





coz1


 
/käz kəz /

 
'coz






conjunction






‹informal›

 because.




•
 
I'm booking a couple of tickets tomorrow coz it'll sell out.



















coz2


 
/kəz/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a person's cousin.




•
 
goodbye, fair coz.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: abbreviation.





cozen

 
/ˈkəz(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trick or deceive




•
 
do not think to cozen your contemporaries.










2.
 
obtain by deception




•
 
he was able to cozen a profit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cozenage

 
/ˈkəz(ə)nəj /






noun













2.
 
cozener






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from obsolete Italian 
cozzonare

 ‘to cheat,’ from 
cozzone

 ‘middleman, broker,’ from Latin 
cocio

 ‘dealer.’





Cozumel

 
/ˌkōzo͝oˈmel/






a resort island in the Caribbean Sea, off the northeastern coast of the Yucatán Peninsula in Mexico.









cozy

 
/ˈkōzē /

 


‹Brit.›

 cosy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving a feeling of comfort, warmth, and relaxation




•
 
a cozy cabin tucked away in the trees.










2.
 
(of a relationship or conversation) intimate and relaxed.




3.
 
avoiding or not offering challenge or difficulty; complacent




•
 
a rather cozy assumption among automakers that they would never actually go bust.










4.
 
(of a transaction or arrangement) working to the mutual advantage of those involved (used to convey a suspicion of corruption)




•
 
a cozy deal.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft covering to keep a teapot, boiled egg, etc., hot




•
 
a photograph of Smith pouring tea from a pot with a knitted cozy




•
 
mug cozies are simple to make.










2.
 
a soft decorative cover for an object




•
 
a handmade phone cozy




•
 
crocheted tissue box cozies.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an insulating sleeve used to keep a canned or bottled drink cold




•
 
guests received beer cozies.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 give (someone) a feeling of comfort or complacency




•
 
she cozied him, pretending to find him irresistibly attractive.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cozy up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 snuggle up to someone or something




•
 
almost everyone loves to 
cozy up to

 a roaring fire




•
 
I shall have a certain lovely lady to 
cozy up with

 .










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cozy up to

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 ingratiate oneself with




•
 
he decided to resign rather than cozy up to hard-liners in the party.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cozily

 
/ˈkōzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
coziness






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally Scots): of unknown origin.





CP






abbreviation



1.
 
cerebral palsy.




2.
 
Command Post.




3.
 


[Finance]

 commercial paper.




4.
 
Common Pleas.




5.
 
Communist Party.




6.
 
(also 
cp

 )
 — candlepower.













cp.






abbreviation




compare.













CPA

 
/ˌsē ˌpē ˈā/






abbreviation






(US)

 certified public accountant.













cpd.






abbreviation




compound.













CPI






abbreviation




consumer price index.













Cpl.






abbreviation




corporal.













CPO






abbreviation




Chief Petty Officer.













CPR






noun




short for cardiopulmonary resuscitation
 .













cps

 
/ˌsēˌpēˈes /

 
c.p.s.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 characters per second.




2.
 
cycles per second.













Cpt.






abbreviation




Captain.













CPU






abbreviation






[Computing]

 central processing unit.













CPUSA






abbreviation




Communist Party USA.













CPVC






abbreviation




chlorinated polyvinyl chloride, a plastic material used to make water pipes.













cr






abbreviation



1.
 
credit.




2.
 
creditor.













Cr






symbol




the chemical element chromium.













CR






abbreviation



1.
 
Conditioned reflex.




2.
 
Conditioned response.














crab1


 
/krab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crustacean with a broad carapace, stalked eyes, and five pairs of legs, the first pair of which are modified as pincers. Crabs are abundant on many shores, especially in the tropics, where some have become adapted to life on land.

[Many families in the order 
Decapoda

 , class 
Malacostraca

 .]




2.
 
the flesh of a crab as food.




3.
 
(
the Crab

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Cancer.




4.
 
(also 
crab louse

 )
 — a louse that infests human body hair, especially in the genital region, causing extreme irritation.

Also called pubic louse
 . [
Phthirus pubis

 , family 
Pediculidae

 , order 
Anoplura

 .]




5.
 
(
crabs

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an infestation of crab lice.




6.
 
a machine for picking up and lifting heavy weights.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move sideways or obliquely




•
 
he began crabbing sideways across the roof.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — steer (an aircraft or ship) slightly sideways to compensate for a crosswind or current.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fish for crabs.








III.
 
phrases





catch a crab








[Rowing]

 make a faulty stroke in which the oar is under water too long or misses the water altogether.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crabber






noun













2.
 
crablike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
crabba

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
krabbe

 , and more distantly to Dutch 
kreeft

 and German 
Krebs

 ; also to crab
 3
 .





crab2


 
/krab/






noun




short for crab apple
 .














crab3


 
/krab/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an irritable person.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 grumble, typically about something petty




•
 
on picnics, I would crab about sand in my food.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 act so as to spoil




•
 
you're trying to crab my act.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (referring to hawks, meaning ‘claw or fight each other’): from Low German 
krabben

 ; related to crab
 1
 .






crab apple

 
/ˈkrab ˌapəl /

 
crabapple





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, sour apple.




2.
 
(also 
crab tree

 , 
crab-apple tree

 , or 
crabapple tree

 )
 — the small tree that bears the crab apple.

[Genus 
Malus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species and hybrids, in particular the wild
Eurasian crab apple

 (
M. sylvestris

 ), which is one of the possible ancestors of cultivated apples.]











– origin

 late Middle English: 
crab

 perhaps an alteration (influenced by crab
 1
 or crabbed
 ) of Scots and northern English 
scrab

 , in the same sense, probably of Scandinavian origin.






crabbed

 
/krabd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of handwriting) ill-formed and hard to decipher.




2.
 
(of style) contorted and difficult to understand




•
 
crabbed legal language.










3.
 
ill-humored




•
 
a crabbed, unhappy middle age.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crabbedly






adverb













2.
 
crabbedness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘perverse, wayward’): from crab
 1
 , because of the crab's sideways gait and habit of snapping, thought to suggest a perverse or irritable disposition.





crabby

 
/ˈkrabē/





I.
 
adjective




irritable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crabbily

 
/ˈkrabəlē /






adverb













2.
 
crabbiness






noun





















crab cake






noun




a patty of flaked or minced crab meat, typically served fried.




•
 
crab cakes with spicy tomato sauce.




















crab canon






noun




another term for canon cancrizans
 .













crabeater seal

 
/ˈkrabēdər ˌsēl/






noun




a slender, gray Antarctic seal that lives on the pack ice, feeding mainly on krill.

[
Lobodon carcinophagus

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]













crabgrass

 
/ˈkrabˌɡras/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a creeping grass that can become a serious weed.

[
Digitaria

 and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
D. sanguinalis

 and 
D. ciliaris

 .]













crabmeat

 
/ˈkrabmēt/






noun




the flesh of a crab as food.













Crab Nebula

 
/ˈˌkrab ˈˌnebyələ /

 

‹Astronomy›







an irregular patch of luminous gas in the constellation Taurus, believed to be the remnant of a supernova explosion seen by Chinese astronomers in 1054. At its center is the first pulsar to be observed visually, and the nebula is a strong source of high-energy radiation.









crab pot






noun




a wicker trap for crabs.













crab spider






noun




a spider with long front legs, moving with a crablike sideways motion and typically lying in wait in vegetation and flowers for passing prey.

[Family 
Thomisidae

 : several genera.]













crab stick






noun




a rectangular stick of mixed, compressed fish pieces flavored with crab.













crabwise

 
/ˈkrabˌwīz/






adverb, adjective




(of movement) sideways, typically in an awkward way


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
supermarket carts that only go crabwise




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
crabwise steps.




















crack

 
/krak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line on the surface of something along which it has split without breaking into separate parts




•
 
a hairline crack down the middle of the glass.










2.
 
a narrow space between two surfaces, especially ones that have broken or been moved apart




•
 
he climbed into a crack between two rocks




•
 
the door opened a tiny crack.










3.
 
a vulnerable point; a flaw




•
 
the company spotted a crack in their rival's defenses.










4.
 
a sudden sharp or explosive noise




•
 
a loud crack of thunder.










5.
 
a sharp blow, especially one that makes a noise




•
 
she gave the thief a crack over the head with her rolling pin.










6.
 
a sudden harshness or change in pitch in a person's voice




•
 
the boy's voice had an uncertain crack in it.










7.
 


‹informal›

 a joke, typically a critical or unkind one.




8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an attempt to gain or achieve something




•
 
I thought I 
had a crack at

 winning.










9.
 
a chance to attack or compete with someone




•
 
he wanted to 
have a crack at

 the enemy.










10.
 
(also 
crack cocaine

 )
 — a hard, crystalline form of cocaine broken into small pieces and smoked.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
break or cause to break without a complete separation of the parts


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the ice all over the lake had cracked




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a stone cracked the headlight glass on his car.










2.
 
break or cause to break open or apart


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
you can see how the landmasses have 
cracked up

 and moved around




•
 


‹figurative›

 his face cracked into a smile




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she cracked an egg into the frying pan.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — break (wheat or corn) into coarse pieces.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — open slightly




•
 
gingerly, he cracks open his door.










5.
 
give way or cause to give way under torture, pressure, or strain


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the witnesses cracked and the truth came out




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
no one can crack them—they believe their story.










6.
 
make or cause to make a sudden sharp or explosive sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a shot cracked across the ridge




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
cracked

 his 
whip

 and galloped away.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — knock against something, making a noise on impact




•
 
she winced as her knees cracked against metal.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit (someone or something) hard, making a sharp noise




•
 
she cracked him across the forehead.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's voice, especially that of an adolescent boy or a person under strain) suddenly change in pitch




•
 
“I want to get away,” she said, her voice cracking.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 find a solution to; decipher or interpret




•
 
a hacker cracked the codes used in Internet software.










11.
 
break into (a safe).




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tell (a joke)




•
 
he cracked jokes which she didn't find very funny.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — decompose (hydrocarbons) by heat and pressure with or without a catalyst to produce lighter hydrocarbons, especially in oil refining


(as 
noun

 
cracking

 )


•
 
catalytic cracking.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
very good, especially at a specified activity or in a specified role




•
 
he is a crack shot




•
 
crack troops.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
crack a book








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 open a book and read it; study.









2.
 
crack of dawn






a time very early in the morning; daybreak.









3.
 
crack of doom






a thunder peal announcing the Day of Judgment.









4.
 
be cracked up to be






[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 asserted to be (used to indicate that someone or something has been described too favorably)




•
 
life on tour is not as glamorous as it's cracked up to be.















5.
 
crack wise








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make jokes; wisecrack.









6.
 
fall (or slip) through the cracks






escape from or be missed by something organized to catch or deal with one




•
 
fatherless kids were not allowed to fall through the cracks.















7.
 
get cracking








‹informal›

 act quickly and energetically




•
 
most tickets have been snapped up, so get cracking if you want one.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
crack down on








‹informal›

 take severe measures against




•
 
we need to crack down hard on workplaces that break safety regulations.















2.
 
crack up

 

‹informal›






a.
 
suffer an emotional breakdown under pressure.




b.
 
(also 
crack someone up

 )
 — burst or cause to burst into laughter.















– origin

 Old English 
cracian

 ‘make an explosive noise’; of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kraken

 and German 
krachen

 .





crackajack

 
/ˈkrakəˌjak/






adjective




variant spelling of crackerjack
 .













crackbrained

 
/ˈkrakˌbrānd/






adjective






‹informal›

 extremely foolish; crazy




•
 
a crackbrained idea.



















crackdown

 
/ˈkrakˌdoun/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
severe measures to restrict or discourage undesirable or illegal people or behavior




•
 
a 
crackdown on

 crime and corruption.



















cracked

 
/krakt/






adjective



1.
 
damaged and showing lines on the surface from having split without coming apart




•
 
the old pipes were cracked and leaking.










2.
 
(of a person's voice) having an unusual harshness or pitch, often due to distress.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 crazy; insane




•
 
you must think my family is cracked.



















cracked wheat

 
/ˈkrakt ˌ(h)wēt/






noun




grains of wheat that have been crushed into small pieces.













cracker

 
/ˈkrakər/






noun



1.
 
a thin, crisp wafer often eaten with cheese or other savory toppings.




2.
 
a person or thing that cracks.




3.
 
a person who breaks into a computer system, typically for an illegal purpose.




•
 
computer crackers will push the outer limits of network security.










4.
 
an installation for cracking hydrocarbons




•
 
a catalytic cracker.










5.
 


(US)

 
‹offensive›

 another term for poor white
 .




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a fine example of something




•
 
don't miss this 
cracker of a

 CD.










7.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a paper cylinder that is pulled apart at Christmas or other celebrations, making a sharp noise and releasing a small toy or other novelty.




8.
 
a firework that explodes with a sharp noise.













cracker-barrel

 
/ˈkrakərˌberəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (especially of a philosophy) plain, simple, and unsophisticated




•
 
his cracker-barrel fascism.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: with reference to the barrels of soda crackers once found in country stores, around which informal discussions would take place between customers.






crackerjack

 
/ˈkrakərˌjak /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




exceptionally good




•
 
a crackerjack eye surgeon.














II.
 
noun




an exceptionally good person or thing.













crackers

 
/ˈkrakərz/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 insane




•
 
if Luke wasn't here I'd go crackers.



















crackhead

 
/ˈkrakˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who habitually takes crack cocaine.













crack house

 
/krak houz/






noun




a place where crack cocaine is traded.













cracking

 
/ˈkrakiNG /

 

‹Brit. informal›







adjective




excellent




•
 
he is in cracking form to win this race




•
 
a cracking good war story.



















crackle

 
/ˈkrak(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a rapid succession of slight cracking noises




•
 
the fire suddenly crackled and spat sparks.










2.
 
give a sense of great tension or animation




•
 
attraction and antagonism were crackling between them.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sound made up of a rapid succession of slight cracking sounds




•
 
there was a crackle and a whine from the microphone.










2.
 
a pattern of minute surface cracks on painted or varnished surfaces, glazed ceramics, or glass.








III.
 
derivatives





crackly

 
/ˈkraklē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from crack
 + -le
 4
 .





crackling

 
/ˈkrakliNG /

 
cracklings






noun




the crisp, fatty skin of roast pork.













cracknel

 
/ˈkraknəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, crisp, savory biscuit.




2.
 
small pieces of crackling.











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of Old French 
craquelin

 , from Middle Dutch 
krākelinc

 , from 
krāken

 ‘to crack.’





crackpot

 
/ˈkrakˌpät /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




an eccentric or foolish person.








II.
 
adjective




eccentric; impractical




•
 
his head's full of crackpot ideas.



















cracksman

 
/ˈkraksmən/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a burglar, especially a safecracker.













crack-up

 
/ˈkrakəp /

 
crackup






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a collapse under strain




•
 
he had a complete mental crack-up.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an act of breaking up or splitting apart




•
 
the crack-up of a political system.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a car crash




•
 
motorists were asked to report minor crack-ups later.



















crack willow






noun




a large Eurasian willow with long, glossy leaves, growing typically in damp or riverside habitats. The brittle branches break off easily, often taking root and producing new growth.

[
Salix fragilis

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]













cracky

 
/ˈkrakē/






noun

 — (in phrase 
by cracky

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an exclamation used for emphasis.














Cracow

 
/ˈkräkou/






an industrial and college city in southern Poland, on the Vistula River; pop 754,624 (2008). It was the capital of Poland from 1320 until it was replaced by Warsaw in 1609.

Polish name Kraków
 .










-cracy





I.
 
combining form




denoting a particular form of government, rule, or influence




•
 
autocracy




•
 
democracy.

















– origin

 from French 
-cratie

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
-kratia

 ‘power, rule.’





cradle

 
/ˈkrādl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an infant's bed or crib, typically one mounted on rockers.




2.
 
(
the cradle

 )
 — infancy




•
 
a society that would secure the welfare of its citizens 
from cradle to grave

 .










3.
 
(
the cradle of

 )
 — a place, process, or event in which something originates or flourishes




•
 
he saw Greek art as the cradle of European civilization.










4.
 
a framework resembling a cradle, in particular




5.
 
a framework on which a ship or boat rests during construction or repairs.




6.
 
the part of a telephone on which the receiver rests when not in use.




7.
 


[Mining]

 a trough on rockers in which auriferous earth or sand is shaken in water to separate the gold.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold gently and protectively




•
 
she cradled his head in her arms.










2.
 
be the place of origin of




•
 
the northeastern states cradled an American industrial revolution.










3.
 
place (a telephone receiver) in its cradle.











– origin

 Old English 
cradol

 , of uncertain origin; perhaps related to German 
Kratte

 ‘basket.’





cradleboard

 
/ˈkrādlˌbôrd/






noun




(among North American Indians) a board to which an infant is strapped.













cradle cap

 
/ˈkrādl kap/






noun




a skin condition sometimes seen in babies caused by excessive production of sebum, characterized by areas of yellowish or brownish scales on the top of the head.













cradle-robber

 
/ˈkrādlˌräbər/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who marries or has a sexual relationship with a much younger person.













cradle song

 
/ˈkrādl sôNG/






noun




a lullaby.













cradling

 
/ˈkrādliNG/






noun






[Architecture]

 a wooden or iron framework, typically one used as a structural support in a ceiling.














craft

 
/kraft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an activity involving skill in making things by hand




•
 
the craft of bookbinding




•
 
pewter craft.










2.
 
(
crafts

 )
 — work or objects made by hand




•
 
the shop sells local crafts




•
 (as 
modifier

 
craft

 )
 
a craft fair.










3.
 
skill in carrying out one's work




•
 
a player with plenty of craft.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to food or drink made in a traditional or non-mechanized way by an individual or a small company




•
 
craft brewing




•
 
a craft baker.










5.
 
skill used in deceiving others




•
 
her cousin was not her equal in guile and evasive craft.










6.
 
the members of a skilled profession.




7.
 
(
the Craft

 )
 — the brotherhood of Freemasons.




8.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a boat or ship




•
 
sailing craft.










9.
 
an airplane or spaceship.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exercise skill in making (something)




•
 
he crafted the chair lovingly




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crafted

 )
 
a beautifully crafted object.














III.
 
derivatives





crafter






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cræft

 ‘strength, skill,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kracht

 , German 
Kraft

 , and Swedish 
kraft

 ‘strength’ (the change of sense to ‘skill’ occurring only in English). 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun, originally in the expression 
small craft

 ‘small trading vessels or lighters,’ may be elliptical, referring to vessels requiring a small amount of “craft” or skill to handle, as opposed to large oceangoing ships.





craft beer

 
craft brew






noun




a beer made in a traditional or non-mechanized way by a small brewery.













craft guild






noun






‹historical›

 an association of workers of the same trade for mutual benefit.













crafting

 
/ˈkraftiNG/






noun




the activity or hobby of making decorative articles by hand




•
 
crafting has emerged as a fashionable form of self-expression.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
mulberry paper has made a comeback as a very popular crafting medium.



















craftsman

 
/ˈkraf(t)smən/






noun




a person who is skilled in a particular craft.













craftsmanship

 
/ˈkraf(t)smənˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
skill in a particular craft




•
 
I admire his engineering skills and craftsmanship.










2.
 
the quality of design and work shown in something made by hand; artistry




•
 
a piece of fine craftsmanship.



















craftsperson

 
/ˈkraf(t)sˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




a person who is skilled in a particular craft (used as a neutral alternative).













craftswoman

 
/ˈkraf(t)sˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman who is skilled in a particular craft.













craft union

 
/kraft ˈyo͞onyən/






noun




a labor union of people of the same skilled craft.













craftwork

 
/ˈkraf(t)ˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the making of things, especially decorative objects, by hand as a profession or leisure activity.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 decorative or practical objects made by hand.








II.
 
derivatives





craftworker






noun





















crafty

 
/ˈkraftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
clever at achieving one's aims by indirect or deceitful methods




•
 
a crafty crook faked an injury to escape from prison.










2.
 
of, involving, or relating to indirect or deceitful methods




•
 
a shameless and crafty trick to mislead public opinion.










3.
 


‹informal›

 of, involving, or relating to the making of decorative objects and other things by hand




•
 
a market full of crafty pots and interesting earrings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
craftily

 
/ˈkraftəlē /






adverb













2.
 
craftiness

 
/ˈkraftēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cræftig

 ‘strong, powerful,’ later ‘skillful’ (see craft
 , -y
 1
 ).





crag

 
/kraɡ/





I.
 
noun




a steep or rugged cliff or rock face.











– origin

 Middle English: of Celtic origin.





craggy

 
/ˈkraɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a landscape) having many crags




•
 
a craggy coastline.










2.
 
(of a cliff or rock face) rough and uneven.




3.
 
(of a person's face, typically a man's) rugged and rough-textured in an attractive way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
craggily

 
/ˈkraɡəlē /






adverb













2.
 
cragginess

 
/ˈkraɡēnəs /






noun





















cragsman

 
/ˈkraɡzmən/






noun




a skilled rock climber.













Craiova

 
/krīˈōvə/






a city in southwestern Romania; pop. 300,587 (2006).









crake

 
/krāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bird of the rail family, especially one with a short bill like the corncrake.

[Family 
Rallidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Porzana

 , and numerous species.]




2.
 
the rasping cry of the corn crake.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a crow or raven): from Old Norse 
kráka

 , 
krákr

 , of imitative origin.






cram

 
/kram/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — completely fill (a place or container) to the point that it appears to be overflowing




•
 
the ashtray by the bed was 
crammed with

 cigarette butts.










2.
 
force (people or things) into a place or container that is or appears to be too small to contain them




•
 
it's amazing how you've managed to 
cram

 everyone 
in






•
 
he 
crammed

 the sandwiches 
into

 his mouth




•
 


‹figurative›

 he had 
crammed

 so much 
into

 his short life.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a number of people) enter a place or space that is or seems to be too small to accommodate all of them




•
 
they all crammed into the car.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — study intensively over a short period of time just before an examination




•
 
lectures were called off so students could cram for finals.

















– origin

 Old English 
crammian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
krammen

 ‘to cramp or clamp.’





crambo

 
/ˈkrambō/





I.
 
noun




a game in which a player gives a word or line of verse to which each of the other players must find a rhyme.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a particular fashion in drinking): from earlier 
crambe

 ‘cabbage,’ used figuratively to denote something distasteful that is repeated, apparently from Latin 
crambe repetita

 ‘cabbage served up again,’ applied by Juvenal to any distasteful repetition.





cramdown

 
/ˈkramˌdoun/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a restructuring of debt that creditors are required to accept as part of a bankruptcy




•
 
a judge would be empowered by federal law to execute a cramdown on them.










2.
 


(US)

 legal authority for courts to impose a restructuring of debt in a bankruptcy despite objections from creditors




•
 
cramdown is not available for a residential first mortgage.



















crammer

 
/ˈkramər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person or institution that prepares pupils for an examination intensively over a short period of time.













cramming

 
/ˈkramiNG/






noun




the fraudulent practice of adding unauthorized charges to a customer's phone bill.













cramp

 
/kramp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painful, involuntary contraction of a muscle or muscles, typically caused by fatigue or strain




•
 
he suffered severe cramps in his foot.










2.
 
(
cramps

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 abdominal pain caused by menstruation.




3.
 
a tool, typically shaped like a capital G, for clamping two objects together for gluing or other work.




4.
 
(also 
cramp-iron

 )
 — a metal bar with bent ends for holding masonry together.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — restrict or inhibit the development of




•
 
tighter rules will cramp economic growth.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten with a cramp or cramps




•
 
cramp the gates to the posts.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer from sudden and painful contractions of a muscle or muscles.








III.
 
phrases





cramp someone's style








‹informal›

 prevent a person from acting freely or naturally.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
krampe

 ; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun is via Old French 
crampe

 .





cramped

 
/kram(p)t/






adjective



1.
 
feeling or causing someone to feel uncomfortably confined or hemmed in by lack of space




•
 
the staff had to work in cramped conditions.










2.
 
restricting or inhibiting the development of someone or something




•
 
he felt cramped in a large organization.










3.
 
(of handwriting) small and difficult to read.




4.
 
suffering from a cramp




•
 
cramped muscles.



















crampon

 
/ˈkramˌpän/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
crampons

 )


1.
 
a metal plate with spikes fixed to a boot for walking on ice or rock climbing.




2.
 
archaic term for grappling hook
 .











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, of Germanic origin.





Cranach

 
/ˈkränəKH, -äKH/






two German painters. 
Lucas

 (1472–1553), known as 
Cranach the Elder

 , was a member of the Danube School, noted for his early religious pictures. His son 
Lucas

 (1515–86), known as 
Cranach the Younger

 , continued working in the same tradition as his father.









cranachan

 
/ˈkranəkən /

 
crannachan





I.
 
noun




a Scottish dessert made with whipped cream, whiskey, oatmeal, honey, and raspberries




•
 
celebrate Burns' night with a traditional Scottish meal, including haggis, neeps and tatties, and cranachan.

















– origin

 1940s: from Scottish Gaelic 
crannachan

 .





cranberry

 
/ˈkranˌberē ˈkranbərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, red, acid berry used in cooking.




2.
 
the evergreen dwarf shrub of the heath family that yields this fruit.

[Genus 
Vaccinium

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
V. macrocarpon

 , which thrives in boggy places and from which most commercial varieties originate.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally North American): from German 
Kranbeere

 or Low German 
kranebeere

 ‘crane-berry.’





cranberry bog






noun




a bog where cranberries are grown and which is then flooded with water for the floating berries to be harvested




•
 
we can buy cranberries that only days before were floating in a cranberry bog.



















cranberry bush






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a shrub of the honeysuckle family, with round clusters of white flowers followed by red berries.

[Genus 
Viburnum

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 : the 
American cranberry bush

 (
V. trilobum

 ), with edible berries, and the guelder rose or 
European cranberry bush

 .]













cranberry sauce






noun




a jellied sauce made from cranberries, a traditional accompaniment to turkey.













crane1


 
/krān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, tall machine used for moving heavy objects, typically by suspending them from a projecting arm or beam.




2.
 
a moving platform supporting a television or movie camera.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stretch out one's body or neck in order to see something




•
 
she craned forward to look more clearly.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stretch out (one's neck) so as to see something




•
 
craning their necks to get a glimpse of the president.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a heavy object) with a crane




•
 
the wheelhouse module is craned into position on the hull.

















– origin

 Middle English: figuratively from crane
 2
 (the same sense development occurred in the related German 
Kran

 and Dutch 
kraan

 (see crane
 2
 ), and in French 
grue

 ). The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





crane2


 
/krān/





I.
 
noun




a tall, long-legged, long-necked bird, typically with white or gray plumage and often with tail plumes and patches of bare red skin on the head. Cranes are noted for their elaborate courtship dances.

[Family 
Gruidae

 : four genera, in particular 
Grus

 , and several species, including the Eurasian 
common crane

 (
G. grus

 ).]











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kraan

 and German 
Kran

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
grus

 and Greek 
geranos

 .





Crane, Hart

 
/krān/






(1899–1932), US poet; full name 
Harold Hart Crane

 . He published only two books—
White Buildings

 (1926), a collection, and 
The Bridge

 (1930), a mystical epic poem concerned with American life and consciousness—before committing suicide by jumping from a ship.









Crane, Stephen






(1871–1900), US writer. He is well known for the novel, 
The Red Badge of Courage

 (1895), a study of an inexperienced soldier during the Civil War. It was hailed as a masterpiece of psychological realism, even though Crane himself had no personal war experience.









crane fly

 
/ˈkrān ˌflī/






noun




a slender, two-winged fly with very long legs. The larva of some kinds is the leatherjacket.

[Family 
Tipulidae

 : many genera and species, in particular the large and common 
Tipula maxima

 .]













cranesbill

 
/ˈkrānzbil/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant that typically has lobed leaves and purple, violet, or pink five-petaled flowers.

[Genus 
Geranium

 , family 
Geraniaceae

 : several species, including the common 
meadow cranesbill

 (
G. pratense

 ), with deeply toothed leaves and bluish-purple flowers.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: so named because of the long spur on the fruit, thought to resemble a crane's beak.





cranial

 
/ˈkrānēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the skull or cranium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cranium
 + -al
 .





cranial index

 
/ˈkrānēəl ˈinˌdeks/






noun




another term for cephalic index
 .













cranial nerve

 
/ˌkrānēəl ˈnərv/






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of twelve pairs of nerves that arise directly from the brain, not from the spinal cord, and pass through separate apertures in the skull.

They are (with conventional roman numbering) the olfactory (I), optic (II), oculomotor (III), trochlear (IV), trigeminal (V), abducens (VI), facial (VII), vestibulocochlear (VIII), glossopharyngeal (IX), vagus (X), accessory (XI), and hypoglossal (XII) nerves.













craniate

 
/ˈkrānēˌāt, -nēət /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an animal that possesses a skull.

Compare with vertebrate
 . [Subphylum Craniata, phylum Chordata; used instead of Vertebrata in some classification schemes.]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the craniates.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
craniatus

 , from medieval Latin 
cranium

 (see cranium
 ).





cranio-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the skull




•
 
craniotomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kranion

 ‘skull.’





craniocerebral

 
/ˌkrānēōsəˈrēbrəl, -ˈserəbrəl/






adjective




relating to or involving both the cranium and the cerebrum.













craniofacial

 
/ˌkrānēōˈfāSHəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to the cranium and the face




•
 
craniofacial surgery.



















craniology

 
/ˌkrānēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the scientific study of the shape and size of the skulls of different human races.




2.
 


‹historical›

 another term for phrenology
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
craniological

 
/-nēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
craniologist

 
/ˌkrānēˈäləjəst /






noun





















craniometer

 
/ˌkrānēˈämədər/






noun




a device for measuring the external dimensions of the skull.













craniometry

 
/ˌkrānēˈämətrē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the scientific measurement of skulls, especially in relation to craniology.








II.
 
derivatives





craniometric

 
/ˌkrānēəˈmetrik /






adjective





















craniopagus

 
/ˌkrānēˈäpəɡəs/





I.
 
noun




(of conjoined twins) the condition of being joined at the head


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the first time that surgeons had tried to separate adult craniopagus twins.

















– origin

 based on 
cranio-

 ‘skull’ + Greek 
pagos

 ‘something that has become solid.’





craniosacral therapy

 
/ˌkrānēōˈsakrəl, -ˈsākrəl/






noun




a system of alternative medicine intended to relieve pain and tension by gentle manipulations of the skull regarded as harmonizing with a natural rhythm in the central nervous system.













craniotomy

 
/ˌkrānēˈädəmē/






noun



1.
 
surgical opening into the skull.




2.
 
surgical perforation of the skull of a dead fetus to ease delivery.














cranium

 
/ˈkrānēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the skull, especially the part enclosing the brain.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
kranion

 ‘skull.’






crank1


 
/kraNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn the crankshaft of (an internal combustion engine), typically in order to start the engine.




2.
 
turn (a handle), typically in order to start an engine.




3.
 
(
crank something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 increase the intensity of something




•
 
he cranked up the foghorn to full volume.










4.
 
(
crank something out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 produce something regularly and routinely




•
 
an army of researchers cranked out worthy studies.










5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
cranked

 )
 — give a bend to (a shaft, bar, etc.).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of an axle or shaft bent out at right angles, for converting reciprocal to circular motion and vice versa.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the drug methamphetamine.











– origin

 Old English 
cranc

 (recorded in 
crancstæf

 , denoting a weaver's implement), related to 
crincan

 (see cringe
 ).






crank2


 
/kraNGk/






noun



1.
 
an eccentric person, especially one who is obsessed by a particular subject or theory




•
 
when he first started to air his views, they labeled him a crank




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
I am used to getting crank calls from conspiracy theorists.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a bad-tempered person.

[mid 19th cent.: back-formation from cranky
 .]




3.
 


‹literary›

 a fanciful turn of speech.

[late 16th cent.: perhaps from a base meaning ‘bent together, curled up,’ shared by Old English 
cranc

 (see crank
 1
 ).]













crank3


 
/kraNGk/





I.
 
adjective






[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 (of a sailing ship) easily keeled over, especially by wind or sea through improper design or loading.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
crank

 ‘weak, shaky’ (compare with cranky
 or crank
 1
 ).





crankbait

 
/ˈkraNGkˌbāt/






noun






[Fishing]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a lure with a shape that enables it to dive and stay under water, typically via a flat lip on the front




•
 
he is legendary for his ability to catch bass on a crankbait.



















crank call





I.
 
noun




a telephone call made to disturb, annoy, or trick someone, often anonymously




•
 
she had been getting a lot of crank calls and so she wasn't answering her phone




•
 
I don't know if it was a crank call or a real threat.














II.
 
derivatives





crank caller






noun





















crankcase

 
/ˈkraNGkˌkās/






noun




a case or covering enclosing a crankshaft.













crankpin

 
/ˈkraNGkpin/






noun




a pin by which a connecting rod is attached to a crank.













crankshaft

 
/ˈkraNGkˌSHaft/






noun




a shaft driven by a crank.














cranky

 
/ˈkraNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 ill-tempered; irritable




•
 
he was bored and cranky after eight hours of working.










2.
 


‹informal›

 eccentric or strange, typically because highly unorthodox




•
 
a cranky scheme to pipe ground-level ozone into the stratosphere.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a machine) working badly; shaky




•
 
the cranky elevator breaks down periodically.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crankily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
crankiness

 
/ˈkraNGkēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘sickly, in poor health’): perhaps from obsolete 
(counterfeit) crank

 ‘a rogue feigning sickness,’ from Dutch or German 
krank

 ‘sick.’





Cranmer, Thomas

 
/ˈkranmər/






(1489–1556), English cleric and martyr. A leader in the English Reformation, he was appointed the first Protestant archbishop of Canterbury in 1532 and was responsible for liturgical reform and the compilation of the Book of Common Prayer (1549).He was convicted of treason and heresy under Mary Tudor and burned at the stake.









crannog

 
/ˈkranˌôɡ, -əɡ/





I.
 
noun




an ancient fortified dwelling constructed in a lake or marsh in Scotland or Ireland.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Irish 
crannóg

 , Scottish Gaelic 
crannag

 ‘timber structure,’ from 
crann

 ‘tree, beam.’





cranny

 
/ˈkranē/





I.
 
noun




a small, narrow space or opening.








II.
 
phrases





every nook and cranny






see nook
 .












III.
 
derivatives





crannied

 
/ˈkranēd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
crane

 ‘notched,’ from 
cran

 , from popular Latin 
crena

 ‘notch.’





Cranston

 
/ˈkranstən/






an industrial city in central Rhode Island, south of Providence; pop. 79,980 (est. 2008).









Cranston, Alan

 
/ˈkranstən/






(1914–2000), US politician. A Democrat from California, he was a member of the US Senate 1969–93. From 1993 he worked toward the abolition of nuclear weapons.










crap1


 
/krap /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
something of extremely poor quality.




2.
 
nonsense.




3.
 
rubbish; junk.




4.
 
excrement.




5.
 
an act of defecation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defecate.











– origin

 Middle English: related to Dutch 
krappe

 , from 
krappen

 ‘pluck or cut off,’ and perhaps also to Old French 
crappe

 ‘siftings,’ Anglo-Latin 
crappa

 ‘chaff.’ The original sense was ‘chaff,’ later ‘residue from rendering fat,’ also ‘dregs of beer.’ Current senses date from the late 19th cent.






crap2


 
/krap /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a losing throw of 2, 3, or 12 in craps.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
crap out

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 make a losing throw at craps.




2.
 


‹informal›

 withdraw from or give up on a game or activity because of fear or fatigue




•
 
when entrepreneurs get to $1 billion they crap out and turn their companies over to others.










3.
 


‹informal›

 fail in what one is attempting to do




•
 
the Rams almost crapped out late in the game.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a machine) break down




•
 
his TelePrompTer crapped out.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from craps
 .





crape

 
/krāp/





I.
 
noun




archaic spelling of crepe
 .








II.
 
derivatives





crapy






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
crêpe

 (see crepe
 ).





crape myrtle

 
crepe myrtle






noun




an ornamental Asian shrub or small tree with pink, white, or purplish crinkled petals.

[Genus 
Lagerstroemia

 , family 
Lythraceae

 : several species, in particular 
common crape myrtle

 (
L. indica

 ) and 
queen's crape myrtle

 (
L. speciosa

 ).]













crap game






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a game of craps.













crapola

 
/kraˈpōlə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 nonsense; rubbish.











– origin

 from crap
 1
 and 
-ola

 , a suffix used humorously to extend standard words.





crapper

 
/ˈkrapər/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a toilet.













crappie

 
/ˈkräpē, ˈkrapē/





I.
 
noun




a North American freshwater fish of the sunfish family, the male of which builds a nest and guards the eggs and young.

[Genus 
Pomoxis

 , family 
Centrarchidae

 : several species, including the
black crappie

 (
P. nigromaculatus

 ) and the
white crappie

 (
P. annularis

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





crappy

 
/ˈkrapē/






adjective



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 of extremely poor quality




•
 
crappy wine.










2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 ill; in poor physical condition.














craps

 
/kraps/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a gambling game played with two dice, chiefly in North America. A throw of 7 or 11 is a winning throw, 2, 3, or 12 is a losing throw; any other throw must be repeated.

See also crap
 2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from crab
 1
 or 
crab's eyes

 , denoting the lowest throw (two ones) at dice.





crapshoot

 
/ˈkrapˌSHo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a crap game.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a risky or uncertain matter




•
 
predicting any extreme weather event is a scientific crapshoot.














II.
 
derivatives





crapshooter






noun





















crapulent

 
/ˈkrapyələnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of or relating to the drinking of alcohol or drunkenness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crapulence

 
/ˈkrapyələns /






noun













2.
 
crapulous

 
/-yələs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
crapulentus

 ‘very drunk,’ from Latin 
crapula

 ‘inebriation,’ from Greek 
kraipalē

 ‘drunken headache.’





craquelure

 
/kraˈklo͝or, ˈkrakˌlo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a network of fine cracks in the paint or varnish of a painting.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from 
craqueler

 ‘to crackle.’





crash1


 
/kraSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) collide violently with an obstacle or another vehicle




•
 
the stolen car she was riding in crashed into a tree.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a moving object) to collide with an obstacle or another vehicle.




3.
 
(of an aircraft) fall from the sky and violently hit the land or sea




•
 
a jet crashed 200 yards from the school.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an aircraft) to fall from the sky and land violently.




5.
 
move or cause to move with force, speed, and sudden loud noise


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
huge waves crashed down on us




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she crashed down the telephone receiver.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a sudden loud, deep noise




•
 
the thunder crashed.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a business, a market, or a price) fall suddenly and disastrously in value




•
 
silver prices crashed in early 1980.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 (of a machine, system, or software) fail suddenly




•
 
the project was postponed because the computer crashed.










9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a patient) suffer a cardiac arrest.




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 enter (a party) without an invitation or permission.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go to sleep, especially suddenly or in an improvised setting




•
 
I'll crash in the back of the van for a couple of hours.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent collision, typically of one vehicle with another or with an obstacle




•
 
a car crash.










2.
 
an instance of an aircraft falling from the sky to hit the land or sea.




3.
 
a sudden loud noise as of something breaking or hitting another object




•
 
he slammed the phone down with a crash.










4.
 
a sudden disastrous drop in the value or price of something, especially shares of stock




•
 
a stock market crash




•
 
the crash of 1987.










5.
 
the sudden collapse of a business.




6.
 


[Computing]

 a sudden failure which puts a system out of action.








III.
 
adjective




done rapidly or urgently and involving a concentrated effort




•
 
a crash course in Italian.














IV.
 
adverb




with a sudden loud sound




•
 
crash went the bolt.














V.
 
phrases





crash and burn








‹informal›

 come to grief or fail spectacularly.















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative, perhaps partly suggested by craze
 and dash
 .





crash2


 
/kraSH/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a coarse plain linen, woolen, or cotton fabric, used for curtains and towels.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Russian 
krashenina

 ‘dyed coarse linen.’





crash cart






noun




(in a hospital) a wheeled container carrying medicine and equipment for use in emergency resuscitations.













crash diet





I.
 
noun




a weight-loss diet undertaken with the aim of achieving very rapid results.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
embark on a crash diet.




•
 
some climbers crash-diet for three days before major ascents.



















crash-dive

 
/ˈkraSH ˈˌdīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a submarine) dive rapidly and steeply to a deeper level in an emergency.




2.
 
(of an aircraft) plunge steeply downward into a crash.








II.
 
noun

 — (
crash dive

 )


1.
 
a steep dive by a submarine or aircraft.













crash helmet

 
/ˈkraSH ˈˌhelmət/






noun




a helmet worn by a motorcyclist or a race car driver to protect the head in case of a crash.













crashing

 
/ˈkraSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 complete; total (used for emphasis)




•
 
a crashing bore.














II.
 
derivatives





crashingly






adverb





















crash-land

 
/ˈkraSH ˈˌland/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aircraft) land roughly in an emergency, typically without lowering the landing gear


(as 
noun

 
crash landing

 )


•
 
a plane made a crash landing near the airport.



















crash mat






noun




a thick padded mat used to cushion a landing or fall in sports or the performance of stunts




•
 
we have crash mats and a harness, so it is safe.



















crash pad

 
/ˈkraSH ˈˌpad/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a place to sleep, especially for a single night or in an emergency.




2.
 
a thick piece of shock-absorbing material for the protection of the occupants of an aircraft cockpit or motor vehicle.













crash-test

 
/ˈkraSHˌtest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately crash (a new vehicle) under controlled conditions in order to evaluate and improve its ability to withstand impact.








II.
 
noun




an instance of crash-testing a vehicle.













crashworthy

 
/ˈkraSHˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a vehicle or an aircraft) relatively well able to withstand a crash.








II.
 
derivatives





crashworthiness






noun





















crass

 
/kras/





I.
 
adjective




lacking sensitivity, refinement, or intelligence




•
 
the crass assumptions that men make about women.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crassitude

 
/ˈkrasəˌt(y)o͞od /






noun













2.
 
crassly

 
/ˈkraslē /






adverb













3.
 
crassness

 
/ˈkrasnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘dense or coarse (in constitution or texture)’): from Latin 
crassus

 ‘solid, thick.’





Crassus, Marcus Licinius

 
/ˈkrasəs/






(
c.

 115–53 
BC

 ), Roman politician. After defeating Spartacus in 71 
BC

 , he joined Caesar and Pompey in the First Triumvirate in 60.









-crat





I.
 
combining form




denoting a member or supporter of a particular form of government or rule




•
 
plutocrat




•
 
technocrat.

















– origin

 from French 
-crate

 , from adjectives ending in 
-cratique

 (see -cratic
 ).






crate

 
/krāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slatted wooden case used for transporting or storing goods




•
 
a crate of bananas.










2.
 
a square metal or plastic container divided into small individual units, used for transporting or storing bottles




•
 
a milk crate




•
 
a crate of beer.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an old and dilapidated vehicle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pack (something) in a crate for transportation.








III.
 
derivatives





crateful

 
/ˈkrātˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to Dutch 
krat

 ‘tailboard of a wagon,’ earlier ‘box of a coach,’ of unknown origin.





crater

 
/ˈkrādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, bowl-shaped cavity in the ground or on the surface of a planet or the moon, typically one caused by an explosion or the impact of a meteorite or other celestial body.




2.
 
a large pit or hollow forming the mouth of a volcano.




3.
 
a cavity or hole in any surface.




4.
 
a large bowl used in ancient Greece for mixing wine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a crater in (the ground or a planet)




•
 
he has the offensive power to crater the enemy's runways




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cratered

 )
 
the heavily cratered areas of the moon.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the hollow forming the mouth of a volcano): via Latin from Greek 
kratēr

 ‘mixing bowl,’ from 
krasis

 ‘mixture.’





Crater

 
/ˈkrādər /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and faint southern constellation (the Cup), between Hydra and Leo, said to represent the goblet of Apollo.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Crateris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Crateris.













– origin

 Latin, from Greek,‘mixing bowl.’





Crater Lake






a lake that fills a volcanic crater in the Cascade Mountains in southwestern Oregon. With a depth of more than 1,968 feet (600 m), it is the deepest lake in the US.










-cratic





I.
 
combining form




relating to a particular kind of government or rule




•
 
bureaucratic




•
 
democratic.

















– origin

 from French 
-cratique

 , from 
-cratie

 (see -cracy
 ).





-cratically





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-cratic






•
 
democratically.

















– origin

 from -cratic
 + -ally
 . (See -cracy
 ).





C rations





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a type of canned food formerly used by US soldiers.











– origin

 
C

 for 
combat

 .





craton

 
/ˈkrātän/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a large, stable block of the earth's crust forming the nucleus of a continent.








II.
 
derivatives





cratonic

 
/krāˈtänik, kra-, krə- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: alteration of 
kratogen

 in the same sense, from Greek 
kratos

 ‘strength.’





cravat

 
/krəˈvat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, wide strip of fabric worn by men around the neck and tucked inside an open-necked shirt.




2.
 
a necktie.








II.
 
derivatives





cravatted

 
/krəˈvadəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
cravate

 , from 
Cravate

 ‘Croat’ (from German 
Krabat

 , from Serbian and Croatian 
Hrvat

 ), because of the scarf worn by Croatian mercenaries in France.





crave

 
/krāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel a powerful desire for (something)




•
 
a program to give the infants the human touch they crave.










2.
 


‹dated›

 beg for (something)




•
 
I must crave your indulgence.














II.
 
derivatives





craver






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
crafian

 (in the sense ‘demand, claim as a right’), of Germanic origin; related to Swedish 
kräva

 , Danish 
kræve

 ‘demand.’ The current sense dates from late Middle English.





craven

 
/ˈkrāvən/





I.
 
adjective




contemptibly lacking in courage; cowardly




•
 
a craven abdication of his moral duty.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a cowardly person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cravenly

 
/ˈkrāv(ə)nlē /






adverb













2.
 
cravenness

 
/ˈkrāv(ə)n(n)əs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
cravant

 ‘defeated,’ perhaps via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
cravante

 , past participle of 
cravanter

 ‘crush, overwhelm,’ based on Latin 
crepare

 ‘burst.’ The change in the ending in the 17th cent. was due to association with past participles ending in 
-en

 (see -en
 3
 ).





craving

 
/ˈkrāviNG/






noun




a powerful desire for something




•
 
a 
craving for

 chocolate.



















craw

 
/krô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 the crop of a bird or insect.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹chiefly humorous›

 the stomach of a person or animal.








II.
 
phrases





stick in one's craw






see stick
 2
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from or related to Middle Dutch 
crāghe

 or Middle Low German 
krage

 ‘neck, throat.’





crawdad

 
/ˈkrôdad/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a freshwater crayfish.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: fanciful alteration of crawfish
 .






crawfish

 
/ˈkrôˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a freshwater crayfish.




2.
 
another term for spiny lobster
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 retreat from a position




•
 
the three networks, intimidated by the public outcry, had begun to crawfish.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of crayfish
 .





Crawford, Joan

 
/ˈkrôfərd/






(
c.

 1904–77), US actress; born 
Lucille Le Sueur

 . Notable movies: 
The Women

 (1939), 
Mildred Pierce

 (1945), 
Johnny Guitar

 (1954), and 
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?

 (1962).










crawl

 
/krôl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) move forward on the hands and knees or by dragging the body close to the ground




•
 
they crawled out from under the table.










2.
 
(of an insect or small animal) move slowly along a surface




•
 
the tiny spider was crawling up Nicky's arm.










3.
 
(of a vehicle) move at an unusually slow pace




•
 
the traffic was crawling along.










4.
 
swim using the crawl.




5.
 


‹technical›

 (of paint or other liquid) move after application to form an uneven layer over the surface below




•
 
glazes can crawl away from a crack in the piece.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 behave obsequiously or ingratiatingly in the hope of gaining someone's favor




•
 
don't come crawling back to me later when you realize your mistake.










7.
 
(
be crawling with

 )
 — be covered or crowded with insects or people, to an extent that is disgusting or objectionable




•
 
the place was crawling with soldiers.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 (of a program) systematically visit (a number of web pages) in order to create an index of data




•
 
its automated software robots crawl websites, grabbing copies of pages to index.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of moving on one's hands and knees or dragging one's body along the ground




•
 
they began the crawl back to their own lines.










2.
 
a slow rate of movement, typically that of a vehicle




•
 
he reduced his speed to a crawl.










3.
 
a swimming stroke involving alternate overarm movements and rapid kicks of the legs.




4.
 
a strip or band running across the bottom of a computer or television screen, within which news headlines, public service announcements, and advertisements are continuously scrolled.








III.
 
phrases





make someone's skin crawl






see skin
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crawlingly






adverb













2.
 
crawly

 
/ˈkrôlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin; possibly related to Swedish 
kravla

 and Danish 
kravle

 .





crawler

 
/ˈkrôlər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that crawls or moves at a slow pace, especially an insect.




2.
 
(in full 
crawler tractor

 )
 — a tractor or other vehicle moving on an endless caterpillar track.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a program that systematically browses the World Wide Web in order to create an index of data.













crawling peg






noun




a point on a scale of exchange rates in which a currency's value is allowed to go up or down frequently by small amounts within overall limits.













crawl space

 
/ˈkrôl ˌspās/






noun




an area of limited height under a floor or roof, giving access to wiring and plumbing.













cray

 
/krā /

 
cray cray





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 crazy




•
 
I have a feeling this is gonna get cray




•
 
she's cray cray.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation.






crayfish

 
/ˈkrāˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a nocturnal freshwater crustacean that resembles a small lobster and inhabits streams and rivers.

[Several genera in the infraorder 
Astacidea

 , class 
Malacostraca

 , including 
Astacus

 of Europe and 
Cambarus

 of North America.]




2.
 
(also 
marine crayfish

 )
 — another term for spiny lobster
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crevice

 , of Germanic origin and related to German 
Krebs

 (see crab
 1
 ). In the 16th cent. or earlier the second syllable was altered by association with fish
 1
 .





crayon

 
/ˈkrāˌän ˈkrāən/





I.
 
noun




a pencil or stick of colored chalk or wax, used for drawing.








II.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw with a crayon or crayons




•
 
Jeff crayoned a picture on a legal pad




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a child crayoning in a coloring book.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from 
craie

 ‘chalk,’ from Latin 
creta

 .






craze

 
/krāz/





I.
 
noun




an enthusiasm for a particular activity or object that typically appears suddenly and achieves widespread but short-lived popularity




•
 
the latest 
craze for

 bungee jumping.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
crazed

 )
 — wildly insane or excited




•
 
a crazed killer




•
 
power-crazed tinpot dictators.










2.
 
produce a network of fine cracks on (a surface)




•
 
the lake was frozen over but crazed with cracks.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — develop fine cracks.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘break, shatter, produce cracks’): perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
krasa

 ‘crunch.’





crazily

 
/ˈkrāzəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a mad, wild, or erratic way




•
 
an audience of boys laughed crazily.










2.
 
in a foolish way




•
 
the couple crazily hoped he would give his blessings.










3.
 
in an extremely enthusiastic way




•
 
they're soul mates and absolutely crazily in love.










4.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a great or absurd extent




•
 
this year has gone crazily fast.



















craziness

 
/ˈkrāzēnəs/






noun




mad, wild, or erratic behavior or nature




•
 
he loves me and all of my craziness




•
 
the craziness of the parties.




















crazy

 
/ˈkrāzē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
mentally deranged, especially as manifested in a wild or aggressive way




•
 
Stella 
went crazy

 and assaulted a visitor




•
 
a crazy grin.










2.
 
extremely annoyed or angry




•
 
the noise they made was 
driving me crazy

 .










3.
 
foolish




•
 
it was 
crazy to

 hope that good might come out of this mess.










4.
 
extremely enthusiastic




•
 
I'm 
crazy about

 Cindy




•
 
a football-crazy bunch of boys.










5.
 
(of an angle) appearing absurdly out of place or in an unlikely position




•
 
the monument leaned at a crazy angle.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a ship or building) full of cracks or flaws; unsound or shaky.








II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 extremely




•
 
I've been crazy busy.














III.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a mentally deranged person.








IV.
 
phrases





like crazy








‹informal›

 to a great degree




•
 
I was laughing like crazy.





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in sense ‘full of cracks’): from craze
 + -y
 1
 .





crazy bone

 
/ˈkrāzē bōn/






noun






(US)

 another term for funny bone
 .













crazy eights






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a card game in which players attempt to match a card in their hand by rank or suit to the previous card played, with eight being a wild card




•
 
the three of us were playing crazy eights on a wobbly table in the library.



















Crazy Horse






(
c.

 1849–77), Sioux chief; Sioux name 
Ta-Sunko-Witko

 . A leading figure in the resistance to white settlement on Native American land, he was at the center of the confederation that defeated General Custer at Little Bighorn in 1876. He surrendered in 1877 and was killed while in custody.









crazy quilt






noun



1.
 
a patchwork quilt of a type traditionally made in North America, with patches of randomly varying sizes, shapes, colors, and fabrics.




2.
 
a disorganized collection of things




•
 
colonial America was a crazy quilt of laws.



















CRC






abbreviation



1.
 


[Printing]

 camera-ready copy.




2.
 
Civil Rights Commission.




3.
 


[Computing]

 cyclic redundancy check (or code).













creak

 
/krēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an object, typically a wooden one) make a harsh, high-pitched sound when being moved or when pressure or weight is applied




•
 
the stairs creaked as she went up them




•
 
the garden gate creaked open.










2.
 
show weakness or frailty under strain




•
 
stock prices creaked to a mixed finish today.














II.
 
noun




a harsh scraping or squeaking sound




•
 
the creak of a floorboard broke the silence.














III.
 
derivatives





creakingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘croak’): imitative.





creaky

 
/ˈkrēkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object, typically a wooden one) making or liable to make a harsh, high-pitched sound when being moved or when pressure or weight is applied




•
 
I climbed the creaky stairs.










2.
 
(of a voice) producing a harsh, high-pitched sound.




3.
 
old-fashioned or decrepit




•
 
the country's creaky legal system.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
creakily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
creakiness






noun






















cream

 
/krēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thick white or pale yellow fatty liquid that rises to the top when milk is left to stand and that can be eaten as an accompaniment to desserts or used as a cooking ingredient




•
 
strawberries and cream




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cream sauce.










2.
 
the part of a liquid that gathers at the top.




3.
 
a sauce, soup, dessert, or similar food containing cream or milk or having the consistency of cream




•
 
a can of 
cream of

 mushroom 
soup

 .










4.
 
a candy of a specified flavor that is creamy in texture, typically covered with chocolate




•
 
a peppermint cream.










5.
 
a thick liquid or semisolid cosmetic or medical preparation applied to the skin




•
 
shaving cream




•
 
moisturizing creams.










6.
 
the very best of a group of people or things




•
 
the paper's readership is 
the cream of

 American society.










7.
 
a very pale yellow or off-white color




•
 
the dress is available in white or cream




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cream linen jacket.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work (butter, typically with sugar) to form a smooth soft paste.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
creamed

 )
 — mash (a cooked vegetable) and mix with milk or cream




•
 
creamed turnips.










3.
 
add cream to (coffee).




4.
 
rub a cosmetic cream into (the skin)




•
 
Madge was creaming her face in front of the mirror.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 defeat (someone) heavily, especially in a sports contest.




6.
 
hit or collide heavily and violently with (someone), especially in a car




•
 
she got creamed by a speeding car.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 (of a person) be sexually aroused, especially to the point of producing sexual secretions.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — moisten (one's underpants) due to sexual arousal.








III.
 
phrases





the cream of the crop






the very best of a particular group of people or things




•
 
the researchers and institutions in this network are the cream of the crop.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





cream something off





a.
 
take the best of a group of people or things, especially in a way that is considered unfair




•
 
the schools cream off some of the better students.










b.
 
make a disproportionate or excessive profit on a transaction.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cresme

 , from a blend of late Latin 
cramum

 (probably of Gaulish origin) and ecclesiastical Latin 
chrisma

 (see chrism
 ).





cream cheese

 
/krēm CHēz/






noun




soft, rich cheese made from unskimmed milk and cream.













cream-colored






adjective




of a very pale yellow or off-white color




•
 
floors in cream-colored marble.



















creamer

 
/ˈkrēmər/






noun



1.
 
a cream or milk substitute for adding to coffee or tea.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small jug for cream.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a flat dish used for skimming the cream off milk.




4.
 
a machine used for separating cream from milk.













creamery

 
/ˈkrēm(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where butter and cheese are produced.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a shop where dairy products are sold.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cream
 , on the pattern of French 
crémerie

 .






cream of tartar

 
/ˌkrēm əv ˈtärdər/






noun




a white, crystalline, acidic compound obtained as a byproduct of wine fermentation and used chiefly in baking powder.

[Alternative name:
potassium hydrogen tartrate

 ; chem. formula: HOOC(CHOH)2
 COOK.]













cream pie






noun




a pie with a sweet, custard-like filling, often topped with whipped cream




•
 
a cream pie just tastes better when it's chilled




•
 
a chocolate cream pie.



















cream puff

 
/ˈkrēm ˌpəf/






noun



1.
 
a cake made of light pastry filled with cream.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a weak or ineffectual person.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 denoting something of little consequence or difficulty




•
 
a cream-puff assignment.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a secondhand car or other item maintained in excellent condition.













cream soda

 
/krēm ˈsōdə/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a carbonated, vanilla-flavored soft drink.













creamware

 
/ˈkrēmwer/






noun




glazed earthenware pottery of a rich cream color, developed by Josiah Wedgwood in about 1760.













creamy

 
/ˈkrēmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling cream in consistency or color




•
 
beat the sugar and egg yolks together until thick and creamy




•
 
creamy white flowers.










2.
 
containing a lot of cream




•
 
a thick, creamy dressing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
creamily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
creaminess

 
/ˈkrēmēnəs /






noun





















creance

 
/ˈkrēəns/





I.
 
noun






[Falconry]

 a long, fine cord attached to a hawk's leash to prevent escape during training.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
créance

 ‘faith,’ also denoting a cord to retain a bird of 
peu de créance

 (‘of little faith,’ i.e., which cannot yet be relied upon).





crease

 
/krēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or ridge produced on paper or cloth by folding, pressing, or crushing it




•
 
khaki trousers with knife-edge creases.










2.
 
a wrinkle or furrow in the skin, typically of the face, caused by age or a particular facial expression.




3.
 
(usu. 
the crease

 )
 — an area around the goal in ice hockey or lacrosse that attacking players may not normally enter unless the puck or ball has already done so.




4.
 


[Cricket]

 any of a number of lines marked on the pitch at specified places, especially the position of a batsman.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a crease in (cloth or paper)




•
 
he sank into the chair, careful not to crease his dinner jacket




•
 (as 
adj.

 
creased

 )
 
a creased piece of paper.










2.
 
cause a crease to appear temporarily in (the face or its features), typically as a result of the expression of an emotion or feeling




•
 
a small frown creased her forehead.










3.
 
(of a bullet) graze (someone or something), causing little damage




•
 
a bullet creased his thigh.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably a variant of crest
 .





crease-resistant

 
/ˈkrēsrəˌzistənt/






adjective




denoting or made of a fabric that does not crease easily when washed or worn




•
 
crease-resistant cotton blends.




















create

 
/krēˈāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (something) into existence




•
 
he created a thirty-acre lake




•
 
over 170 jobs were created.










2.
 
cause (something) to happen as a result of one's actions




•
 
divorce only created problems for children.










3.
 
(of an actor) originate (a role) by playing a character for the first time.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — invest (someone) with a new rank or title




•
 
he was created a baronet.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘form out of nothing,’ used of a divine or supernatural being): from Latin 
creat-

 ‘produced,’ from the verb 
creare

 .





creatine

 
/ˈkrēətēn ˈkrēət(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound formed in protein metabolism and present in much living tissue. It is involved in the supply of energy for muscular contraction.

[A guanidine derivative, usually present as a phosphate; chem. formula: C4
 H9
 N3
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
kreas

 ‘meat’ + -ine
 4
 .





creatine phosphate






noun




another term for phosphocreatine
 .













creatinine

 
/krēˈatnˌēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is produced by metabolism of creatine and excreted in the urine.

[An anhydride of creatine; chem. formula: C7
 H4
 N3
 O.]














creation

 
/krēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of bringing something into existence




•
 
the creation of a coalition government




•
 
job creation.










2.
 
a thing that has been made or invented, especially something showing artistic talent




•
 
she treats fictional creations as if they were real people.










3.
 
(
the Creation

 )
 — the bringing into of existence of the universe, especially when regarded as an act of God.




4.
 
everything so created; the universe




•
 
our alienation from the rest of Creation.










5.
 
the action or process of investing someone with a new rank or title.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
creatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
creare

 (see create
 ).






creationism

 
/krēˈāSHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the belief that the universe and living organisms originate from specific acts of divine creation, as in the biblical account, rather than by natural processes such as evolution.




2.
 
another term for creation science
 .








II.
 
derivatives





creationist

 
/krēˈāSHənəst /






noun, adjective






















creation science






noun




the interpretation of scientific knowledge in accord with belief in the literal truth of the Bible, especially regarding the creation of matter, life, and humankind in six days.













creative

 
/krēˈādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving the imagination or original ideas, especially in the production of an artistic work




•
 
change unleashes people's creative energy




•
 
creative writing.










2.
 
(of a person) having good imagination or original ideas




•
 
Homer, the creative genius of Greek epic.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is creative, typically in a professional context.








III.
 
derivatives





creativeness

 
/krēˈādivnəs /






noun





















creative accountancy

 
/krēˈādiv əˈkoun(t)ənsē /

 
creative accounting






noun






‹informal›

 the exploitation of loopholes in financial regulation in order to gain advantage or present figures in a misleadingly favorable light.













creatively

 
/krēˈādivlē/






adverb




in an original or imaginative way




•
 
this article inspires you to think creatively.



















creative writing






noun




writing, typically fiction or poetry, which displays imagination or invention (often contrasted with academic or journalistic writing)




•
 
universities are employing some of Britain's best-known authors to teach creative writing.



















creativity

 
/ˌkrēāˈtivədē/






noun




the use of the imagination or original ideas, especially in the production of an artistic work.













creator

 
/krēˈādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that brings something into existence.




2.
 
(
the Creator

 )
 — used as a name for God.














creature

 
/ˈkrēCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal, as distinct from a human being




•
 
night sounds of birds and other creatures.










2.
 
an animal or person




•
 
as fellow creatures on this planet, animals deserve respect.










3.
 
a fictional or imaginary being, typically a frightening one




•
 
a creature from outer space.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 anything living or existing




•
 
dress, jewels, and other transitory creatures.










5.
 
a person of a specified kind, typically one viewed with pity, contempt, or desire




•
 
you heartless creature!










6.
 
a person or organization considered to be under the complete control of another




•
 
the village teacher was expected to be the creature of his employer.














II.
 
phrases





creature of habit






a person who follows an unvarying routine.












III.
 
derivatives





creaturely

 
/ˈkrēCHərlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘something created’): via Old French from late Latin 
creatura

 , from the verb 
creare

 (see create
 ).





creature comforts

 
/ˈkrēCHər ˈkəmfərts/






plural noun




material comforts that contribute to physical ease and well-being, such as good food and accommodations.













crèche

 
/kreSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a model or tableau representing the scene of Jesus Christ's birth, displayed in homes or public places at Christmas.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a nursery where babies and young children are cared for during the working day.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 1): French.





Crécy, Battle of

 
/krāˈsē/






a battle between the English and the French in 1346 near the village of Crécy-en-Ponthieu in Picardy, at which the forces of Edward III defeated those of Philip VI. It was the first major English victory of the Hundred Years War.









cred

 
/kred/






noun




informal term for street credibility
 .













credal

 
/ˈkrēdl /

 
creedal






adjective




of or relating to a statement of Christian or other religious belief.














credence

 
/ˈkrēdəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
belief in or acceptance of something as true




•
 
psychoanalysis finds little credence among laymen.










2.
 
the likelihood of something being true; plausibility




•
 
being called upon by the media as an expert 
lends credence

 to one's opinions.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a small side table, shelf, or niche in a church for holding the elements of the Eucharist before they are consecrated




•
 
a credence table.














II.
 
phrases





give credence to






accept as true.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
credentia

 , from Latin 
credent-

 ‘believing,’ from the verb 
credere

 .





credential

 
/krəˈden(t)SHəl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
credentials

 )


1.
 
a qualification, achievement, personal quality, or aspect of a person's background, typically when used to indicate that they are suitable for something




•
 
recruitment is based mainly on academic credentials.










2.
 
a document or certificate proving a person's identity or qualifications.




3.
 
a letter of introduction given by a government to an ambassador before a new posting.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
credentialis

 , from 
credentia

 (see credence
 ). The original use was as an adjective in the sense ‘giving credence to, recommending,’ frequently in 
credential letters

 or 
papers

 , hence 
credentials

 (mid 17th cent).





credentialed

 
/krəˈdenSHəld/






adjective




awarded or in possession of credentials




•
 
impeccably credentialed professionals.



















credentialism

 
/krəˈden(t)SHəˌlizəm/






noun




belief in or reliance on academic or other formal qualifications as the best measure of a person's intelligence or ability to do a particular job




•
 
credentialism is to a large degree responsible for people assuming that they need a degree.



















credenza

 
/krəˈdenzə/





I.
 
noun




a sideboard or cupboard.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Italian, from medieval Latin 
credentia

 (see credence
 ).





credibility

 
/ˌkredəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being trusted and believed in




•
 
the government's loss of credibility.










2.
 
the quality of being convincing or believable




•
 
the book's anecdotes have scant regard for credibility.










3.
 
another term for street credibility
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
credibilitas

 , from Latin 
credibilis

 (see credible
 ).





credibility gap

 
/ˌkredəˈbilədē ɡap/






noun




an apparent difference between what is said or promised and what happens or is true.














credible

 
/ˈkredəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be believed; convincing




•
 
few people found his story credible




•
 
a credible witness.










2.
 
capable of persuading people that something will happen or be successful




•
 
a credible threat.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
credibilis

 , from 
credere

 ‘believe.’





credibly

 
/ˈkredəblē/






adverb




in a believable and convincing way




•
 
he can also talk credibly about the details.




















credit

 
/ˈkredət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability of a customer to obtain goods or services before payment, based on the trust that payment will be made in the future




•
 
I've got unlimited credit.










2.
 
the money lent or made available under a credit arrangement




•
 
the bank refused to extend their credit




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he was exceeding his credit limit.










3.
 
an entry recording a sum received, listed on the right-hand side or column of an account.

The opposite of debit
 .




4.
 
a payment received




•
 
you need to record debits or credits made to your account.










5.
 
entitlement to a set amount of a particular company's goods or services, typically paid for in advance of use




•
 
in the middle of our conversation his phone ran out of credit




•
 
she had $15 credit on her account.










6.
 
public acknowledgment or praise, typically that given or received when a person's responsibility for an action or idea becomes or is made apparent




•
 
the president claims credit for each accomplishment.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a source of pride, typically someone or something that reflects well on another person or organization




•
 
he's 
a credit to

 his mother.










8.
 
(usu. 
credits

 )
 — an acknowledgment of a contributor's services to a movie or a television program, typically one of a list that is scrolled down the screen at the beginning or end of a movie or program




•
 
the closing credits finished rolling.










9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the acknowledgment of a student's completion of a course that counts toward a degree or diploma as maintained in a school's records




•
 
a student can earn one unit of academic credit.










10.
 
a unit of study counting toward a degree or diploma




•
 
in his first semester he earned 17 credits.










11.
 
acknowledgment of merit in an examination which is reflected in the grades awarded




•
 
students will receive credit for accuracy and style.










12.
 


‹archaic›

 the quality of being believed or credited




•
 
the abstract philosophy of Cicero has lost its credit.










13.
 
favorable estimation; good reputation




•
 
John Gilpin was a citizen of credit and renown.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly acknowledge someone as a participant in the production of (something published or broadcast)




•
 
the screenplay is 
credited to

 one American and two Japanese writers.










2.
 
(
credit someone with

 )
 — ascribe (an achievement or good quality) to someone




•
 
he is credited with painting one hundred and twenty-five canvases.










3.
 
add (an amount of money) to an account




•
 
this deferred tax can be 
credited to

 the profit and loss account.










4.
 
believe (something surprising or unlikely)




•
 
you would hardly credit it—but it was true.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
credit where credit is due






praise given when it is deserved, even if one is reluctant to give it.









2.
 
do someone credit (or do credit to someone)






make someone worthy of praise or respect




•
 
your concern does you credit.















3.
 
give someone credit for






commend someone for (a quality or achievement), especially with reluctance or surprise




•
 
please give me credit for some sense.















4.
 
have something to one's credit






have achieved something notable




•
 
he has 65 tournament wins to his credit.















5.
 
on credit






with an arrangement to pay later.









6.
 
on the credit side






as a good aspect of the situation




•
 
on the credit side, the text is highly readable.















7.
 
to one's credit






used to indicate that something praiseworthy has been achieved, especially despite difficulties




•
 
to her credit, she had never betrayed a confidence.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the senses ‘belief,’ ‘credibility’): from French 
crédit

 , probably via Italian 
credito

 from Latin 
creditum

 , neuter past participle of 
credere

 ‘believe, trust.’





creditable

 
/ˈkredədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a performance, effort, or action) deserving public acknowledgment and praise but not necessarily outstanding or successful




•
 
a very creditable 2–4 defeat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
creditability

 
/ˌkreditəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
creditably

 
/ˈkredədəblē /






adverb





















credit analyst






noun




a person employed to assess the credit rating of people or companies.













credit bureau

 
/ˈkredət ˈbyo͞orō/






noun




a company that collects information relating to the credit ratings of individuals and makes it available to credit card companies, financial institutions, etc.













credit card

 
/ˈkredət ˌkärd/






noun




a small plastic card issued by a bank, business, etc., allowing the holder to purchase goods or services on credit.













credit course






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an educational course taken for credit towards a degree, diploma, etc.




•
 
he taught over 800 students in a credit course called library research strategies.



















credit crunch

 
/ˈkredit ˌkrənCH/






noun




a sudden sharp reduction in the availability of money or credit from banks and other lenders




•
 
the beleaguered company has become the latest victim of the credit crunch.




















credit default swap






noun






[Finance]

 a financial contract whereby a buyer of corporate or sovereign debt in the form of bonds attempts to eliminate possible loss arising from default by the issuer of the bonds. This is achieved by the issuer of the bonds insuring the buyer’s potential losses as part of the agreement




•
 
fears of so-called counterparty risk arising from credit default swaps were central to the investment bank's unraveling in March.



















credit derivative






noun






[Finance]

 a type of derivative in which the risk that a loan will not be repaid is sold to a party other than the lender




•
 
credit derivatives act as insurance for a company that invests in a corporate bond or loan.



















credit event






noun






[Finance]

 a default, bankruptcy, or other situation which is recognized as affecting the creditworthiness of a country or organization and which may trigger insurance payments as defined in a credit default swap




•
 
investors should keep in mind that this is a relatively small credit event relative to some of those we've seen in the banking sector before.



















credit line






noun




another term for line of credit
 (see line
 1
 ).













creditor

 
/ˈkredədər/






noun




a person or company to whom money is owed.













credit rating

 
/ˈkredət ˌrādiNG/






noun



1.
 
an estimate of the ability of a person or organization to fulfill their financial commitments, based on previous dealings.




2.
 
the process of assessing this.













credit score






noun






[Finance]

 a number assigned to a person that indicates to lenders their capacity to repay a loan.













credit union

 
/ˈkredət ˌyo͞onyən/






noun




a nonprofit-making money cooperative whose members can borrow from pooled deposits at low interest rates.













creditworthy

 
/ˈkredətˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or company) considered suitable to receive credit, especially because of being reliable in paying money back in the past.








II.
 
derivatives





creditworthiness

 
/ˈkredətˌwərT͟Hēnis /






noun






















credo

 
/ˈkrēdō ˈkrādō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement of the beliefs or aims that guide someone's actions




•
 
he announced his credo in his first editorial.










2.
 
(
Credo

 )
 — a creed of the Christian Church in Latin.




3.
 
(
Credo

 )
 — a musical setting of the Nicene Creed, typically as part of a mass.











– origin

 Middle English: Latin,‘I believe.’ Compare with creed
 .





credulity

 
/krəˈd(y)o͞olədē/






noun




a tendency to be too ready to believe that something is real or true.













credulous

 
/ˈkrejələs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing too great a readiness to believe things.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
credulously

 
/ˈkrejələslē /






adverb













2.
 
credulousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘inclined to believe’): from Latin 
credulus

 (from 
credere

 ‘believe’) + -ous
 .





Cree

 
/krē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a American Indian people living in a vast area of central Canada.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Cree, closely related to Montagnais.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Cree or their language.











– origin

 from Canadian French 
Cris

 , abbreviation of 
Cristinaux

 , from Algonquian 
kiris̆tinō

 .






creed

 
/krēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of Christian or other religious belief; a faith




•
 
people of many creeds and cultures.










2.
 
(often 
the Creed

 )
 — a formal statement of Christian beliefs, especially the Apostles' Creed or the Nicene Creed.




3.
 
a set of beliefs or aims that guide someone's actions




•
 
liberalism was more than a political creed.

















– origin

 Old English, from Latin credo
 .






creek

 
/krēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a stream, brook, or minor tributary of a river.




2.
 
an inlet in a shoreline, a channel in a marsh, or another narrow, sheltered waterway.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be up the creek (without a paddle)








‹informal›

 be in severe difficulty or trouble, especially with no means of extricating oneself from it.









2.
 
be up shit creek






see shit
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crique

 or from Old Norse 
kriki

 ‘nook’; perhaps reinforced by Middle Dutch 
krēke

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





Creek

 
/krēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a confederacy of American Indian peoples of the southeastern US in the 16th to 19th centuries whose descendants now live mainly in Oklahoma.




2.
 
the Muskogean language of the Creek.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the Creek.











– origin

 from creek
 , because they lived beside the waterways of the flatlands of Georgia and Alabama.





creel

 
/krēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wicker basket for carrying fish.




2.
 
an angler's fishing basket.




3.
 
a rack holding bobbins or spools for spinning.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 1; originally Scots and northern English): of unknown origin. 
Sense

 2 (perhaps the same word) dates from the mid 19th cent.






creep

 
/krēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move slowly and carefully, especially in order to avoid being heard or noticed




•
 
he crept downstairs, hardly making any noise




•
 
they were taught how to 
creep up on

 an enemy.










2.
 
(of a thing) move very slowly at an inexorably steady pace




•
 
the fog was creeping up from the marsh.










3.
 
(of a plant) grow along the ground or other surface by means of extending stems or branches


(as 
adj.

 
creeping

 )


•
 
tufts of fine leaves grow on creeping rhizomes.










4.
 
(of a plastic solid) undergo gradual deformation under stress.




5.
 
(
creep in/into

 )
 — (of an unwanted and negative characteristic or fact) occur or develop gradually and almost imperceptibly




•
 
errors crept into his game




•
 (as 
adj.

 
creeping

 )
 
the creeping centralization of power.










6.
 
(
creep up

 )
 — increase slowly but steadily in number or amount




•
 
interest rates have been creeping up in the past few weeks.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a detestable person.




2.
 
a person who behaves in an obsequious way in the hope of advancement.




3.
 
slow movement, especially at a steady but almost imperceptible pace




•
 
an attempt to prevent this slow creep of costs.










4.
 
the tendency of a car with automatic transmission to move when in gear without the accelerator being pressed.




5.
 
the gradual downward movement of disintegrated rock or soil due to gravitational forces




•
 
stones and earth slowly slip down the slopes by soil creep.










6.
 
the gradual deformation of a plastic solid under stress.




7.
 
gradual bulging of the floor of a mine owing to pressure on the pillars.








III.
 
phrases





give someone the creeps








‹informal›

 induce a feeling of revulsion or fear in someone.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





creep someone out








‹informal›

 give someone an unpleasant feeling of fear or unease




•
 
an anonymous note like that would creep me out.





















– origin

 Old English 
crēopan

 ‘move with the body close to the ground,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kruipen

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from Middle English.





creeper

 
/ˈkrēpər/






noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 any plant that grows along the ground, around another plant, or up a wall by means of extending stems or branches.




2.
 
any of a number of small birds that creep around in trees, vegetation, etc.

[● the American treecreeper (
Certhia americana

 , family 
Certhiidae

 ). ● (NZ )a New Zealand songbird (
Mohoua novaeseelandiae

 , family 
Pachycephalidae

 or 
Acanthizidae

 ). ● a Philippine songbird (family 
Rhabdornithidae

 and genus 
Rhabdornis

 : two species). ● a Hawaiian honeycreeper (genus 
Paroreomyza

 , family 
Drepanididae

 : three species).]




3.
 
a low, wheeled platform on which a mechanic lies while working on the underside of a motor vehicle.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person, typically a man, whose behavior toward or interest in someone is regarded as unwelcome and socially inappropriate




•
 
I could dance there without a creeper walking up and accosting me.










5.
 
(
creepers

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 short for brothel creepers
 .














creeping Charlie






noun



1.
 
a creeping or trailing plant, in particular




2.
 
another term for moneywort
 .




3.
 
another term for ground ivy
 .














creeping Jenny






noun




another term for moneywort
 .













creepy

 
/ˈkrēpē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 causing an unpleasant feeling of fear or unease




•
 
the creepy feelings one often gets in a strange house.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
creepily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
creepiness

 
/ˈkrēpēnəs /






noun





















creepy-crawly

 
/ˌkrēpēˈkrôlē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a spider, worm, or other small, flightless creature, especially when considered unpleasant or frightening.








II.
 
adjective




causing an unpleasant feeling of fear or unease




•
 
creepy-crawly stories.



















crema

 
/ˈkrema/





I.
 
noun




a brownish foam that forms on the top of freshly made espresso.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘cream.’





cremains

 
/kriˈmānz/






plural noun




a person's cremated remains.













cremaster

 
/krəˈmastər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
cremaster muscle

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the muscle of the spermatic cord, by which the testicle can be partially raised.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 the hooklike tip of a butterfly pupa, serving as an anchorage point.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
kremastēr

 , from 
krema-

 ‘hang.’





cremate

 
/ˈkrēˌmāt krəˈmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dispose of (a dead person's body) by burning it to ashes, typically after a funeral ceremony.




2.
 


‹informal›

 burn (something), typically food.








II.
 
derivatives





cremator

 
/ˈkrēmādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as 
cremation

 ): from Latin 
cremare

 ‘burn.’





cremation

 
/krəˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun




the disposal of a dead person's body by burning it to ashes, typically after a funeral ceremony




•
 
we chose cremation over burial




•
 
advice on wills, costs, and cremations.



















crematorium

 
/ˌkrēməˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for crematory
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
cremare

 ‘burn.’






crematory

 
/ˈkrēməˌtôrē ˈkreməˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where a dead person's body is cremated.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to cremation.













crème anglaise

 
/ˌkrem äNGˈɡlez, -ˈɡlāz/





I.
 
noun




a rich egg custard.











– origin

 French, literally ‘English cream.’





crème brûlée

 
/ˌkrem bro͞oˈlā/





I.
 
noun




a dessert of custard topped with caramelized sugar.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘burned cream.’





crème caramel

 
/ˌkrem kerəˈmel/





I.
 
noun




a custard dessert made with whipped cream and eggs and topped with caramel.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘caramel custard.’





crème de cacao

 
/ˌkrem də kəˈkou, ˈkōkō/





I.
 
noun




a chocolate-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘cream of cacao.’





crème de la crème

 
/ˌkrem də lə ˈkrem/





I.
 
noun




the best person or thing of a particular kind




•
 
the crème de la crème of the dancers have left the country.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘cream of the cream.’





crème de menthe

 
/ˌkrem də ˈmenTH/





I.
 
noun




a peppermint-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘cream of mint.’





crème fraiche

 
/ˌkrem ˈfreSH/





I.
 
noun




a type of thick cream made from heavy cream with the addition of buttermilk, sour cream, or yogurt.











– origin

 from French 
crème fraîche

 , literally ‘fresh cream.’





cremini

 
/krəˈmēni/





I.
 
noun




an immature portobello mushroom, eaten before the cap has opened.











– origin

 Italian.





Cremona

 
/krəˈmōnə/






a city in northern Italy, in Lombardy; pop. 72,267 (2008). Between the 16th and the 18th century the city was home to three renowned families of violin-makers: the Amati, the Guarneri, and the Stradivari.










crenate

 
/ˈkrēnāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (especially of a leaf or shell) having a round-toothed or scalloped edge.

Compare with crenulate
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crenated






adjective













2.
 
crenation

 
/krēˈnāSHən kreˈnāSHən krəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (earlier as 
crenated

 ): from modern Latin 
crenatus

 , from popular Latin 
crena

 ‘notch.’






crenel

 
/ˈkren(ə)l /

 
crenelle





I.
 
noun




an indentation in the battlements of a fort or castle, used for shooting or firing missiles through.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, based on popular Latin 
crena

 ‘notch.’





crenellate

 
/ˈkrenəˌlāt /

 
crenelate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
crenellated

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 provide (a wall of a building) with battlements.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
créneler

 , from Old French 
crenel

 (see crenel
 ).





crenellations

 
/ˌkrenəˈlāSH(ə)nz/






plural noun




the battlements of a castle or other building.














crenulate

 
/ˈkrenyəlit, -yəˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (especially of a leaf, shell, or shoreline) having a finely scalloped or notched outline or edge.

Compare with crenate
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crenulated






adjective













2.
 
crenulation

 
/ˌkrenyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
crenulatus

 , from 
crenula

 , diminutive of 
crena

 ‘notch.’





creodont

 
/ˈkrēəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




an extinct carnivorous mammal of the early Tertiary period, ancestral to modern carnivores.

[Order 
Creodonta

 : several families.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Creodonta

 (plural), from Greek 
kreas

 ‘flesh’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’






Creole

 
/ˈkrēˌōl /

 
creole





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person of mixed European and black descent, especially in the Caribbean.




2.
 
a descendant of Spanish or other European settlers in the Caribbean or Central or South America.




3.
 
a white descendant of French settlers in Louisiana and other parts of the southern US.




4.
 
a mother tongue formed from the contact of two languages through an earlier pidgin stage




•
 
a Portuguese-based Creole.














II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a Creole or Creoles.











– origin

 from French 
créole

 , 
criole

 , from Spanish 
criollo

 , probably from Portuguese 
crioulo

 ‘black person born in Brazil, home-born slave,’ from 
criar

 ‘to breed,’ from Latin 
creare

 ‘produce, create.’





creolize

 
/ˈkrēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (a Creole language) from the contact of two languages


(as 
adj.

 
creolized

 )


•
 
a creolized variety of French.














II.
 
derivatives





creolization

 
/ˌkrēələˈzāSHən /






noun





















creophagous

 
/krēˈäfəɡəs /

 
kreophagous





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 flesh-eating or carnivorous




•
 
crocodiles are creophagous animals.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kreophagus

 , from 
kreas

 ‘flesh’ + 
-phagos

 (see -phagous
 ).





creosol

 
/ˈkrēəsôl ˈkrēəˌsōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid that is the chief constituent of wood-tar creosote.

[Alternative name:
2-methoxy-4-methylphenol

 ; chem. formula: C8
 H10
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from creosote
 + -ol
 .






creosote

 
/ˈkrēəˌsōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark brown oil distilled from coal tar and used as a wood preservative. It contains a number of phenols, cresols, and other organic compounds.




2.
 
a colorless, pungent, oily liquid, containing creosol and other compounds, distilled from wood tar and used as an antiseptic.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (wood) with creosote.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
kreas

 ‘flesh’ + 
sōtēr

 ‘preserver,’ with reference to its antiseptic properties.





creosote bush






noun




a shrub native to arid parts of Mexico and the western US. Its leaves smell of creosote and when steeped in boiling water, they yield an antiseptic lotion.

[
Larrea tridentata

 , family 
Zygophyllaceae

 .]














crepe

 
/krāp /

 
crêpe





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, thin fabric with a wrinkled surface


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a silk crepe blouse.










2.
 
(also 
crepe rubber

 )
 — hard-wearing wrinkled rubber, used especially for the soles of shoes.




3.
 
black silk or imitation silk, formerly used for mourning clothes.




4.
 
a band of black silk or imitation silk, formerly worn around a person's hat as a sign of mourning.




5.
 

/krep /

 — a thin pancake.








II.
 
derivatives





crepey






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from Old French 
crespe

 ‘curled, frizzed,’ from Latin 
crispus

 .





crepe de chine

 
/ˌkrāp də ˈSHēn /

 
crepe de Chine





I.
 
noun




a fine crepe of silk or similar fiber.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘crepe of China.’





crepe paper






noun




thin, crinkled paper resembling crepe, used especially for making decorations.













crêperie

 
/ˌkrep(ə)ˈrē, ˈkrāpərē/





I.
 
noun




a small restaurant, typically one in France, in which a variety of crepes are served.











– origin

 French.





crêpe suzette

 
/ˌkrāp so͞oˈzet/






noun




a thin dessert pancake with a brandy and citrus sauce, usually set aflame when served.













crépinette

 
/ˌkrāpəˈnet, ˌkrep-/





I.
 
noun




a flat sausage consisting of minced meat and savory stuffing wrapped in pieces of pork caul.











– origin

 French, diminutive of 
crépine

 ‘caul.’






crepitate

 
/ˈkrepəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a crackling sound




•
 
the night crepitates with an airy, whistling cacophony




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crepitating

 )
 
spidery fingers of crepitating electricity.














II.
 
derivatives





crepitant

 
/ˈkrepəd(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘break wind’): from Latin 
crepitat-

 ‘crackled, rustled,’ from the verb 
crepitare

 , from 
crepare

 ‘to rattle.’





crepitation

 
/ˌkrepəˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crackling or rattling sound




•
 
pistollike crepitations.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 a crackling sound made in breathing by a person with an inflamed lung, detected using a stethoscope.




3.
 


[Entomology]

 the explosive ejection of irritant fluid from the abdomen of a bombardier beetle.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
crépitation

 or Latin 
crepitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
crepitare

 (see crepitate
 ).





crepitus

 
/ˈkrepədəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a grating sound or sensation produced by friction between bone and cartilage or the fractured parts of a bone.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the production of crepitations in the lungs; rale.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
crepare

 ‘rattle.’





crépon

 
/ˈkrāˌpän/





I.
 
noun




a fabric resembling crepe, but heavier and with a more pronounced crinkled effect.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French.





crept

 
/krept/






past and past participle of creep
 .









crepuscular

 
/krəˈpəskyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, resembling, or relating to twilight.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) appearing or active in twilight.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
crepusculum

 ‘twilight’ + -ar
 1
 .





crepuscule

 
/krəˈpəsˌkyo͞ol /

 
crepuscle





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 twilight.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
crepusculum

 ‘twilight.’






cresc.

 
cres.






abbreviation






[Music]

 crescendo.













crescendo

 
/krəˈSHenˌdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 crescendos or crescendi )
 — 

[Music]

 a gradual increase in loudness in a piece of music.




2.
 


[Music]

 a passage of music marked to be performed with a gradual increase of loudness.




3.
 
the loudest point reached in a gradually increasing sound




•
 
Debra's voice was rising 
to a crescendo

 .










4.
 
a progressive increase in force or intensity




•
 
a crescendo of misery.










5.
 
the most intense point reached in this; a climax




•
 
the negative reviews 
reached a crescendo

 in mid-February.














II.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 with a gradual increase in loudness


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a short crescendo kettledrum roll.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase in loudness or intensity




•
 
the reluctant cheers began to crescendo.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, present participle of 
crescere

 ‘to increase,’ from Latin 
crescere

 ‘grow.’






crescent

 
/ˈkres(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the curved sickle shape of the waxing or waning moon.




2.
 
a representation of a crescent used as an emblem of Islam or of Turkey.




3.
 
(
the Crescent

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 the political power of Islam or of the Ottoman Empire.




4.
 
a thing that has has the shape of a single curve, especially one that is broad in the center and tapers to a point at each end




•
 
a three-mile crescent of golden sand




•
 
a crescent-shaped building.










5.
 
a street or row of houses forming an arc




•
 
we lived at Westway Crescent.










6.
 


[Heraldry]

 a charge in the form of a crescent, typically with the points upward (also a mark of cadency for a second son).




7.
 
a moth or butterfly that bears crescent-shaped markings on the wings, in particular

[● an orange or brown American butterfly with a silvery mark on the underside of the hind wing (genus 
Phyciodes

 , subfamily 
Melitaeinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 ). ● a brownish European moth with a pale mark on the forewing (several species in the family 
Noctuidae

 , in particular 
Celaena leucostigma

 ).]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the shape of a crescent




•
 
a crescent moon.










2.
 


‹literary›

 growing, increasing, or developing.








III.
 
derivatives





crescentic

 
/krəˈsentik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
cressant

 , from Old French 
creissant

 , from Latin 
crescere

 ‘grow.’ The spelling change in the 17th century was due to the influence of the Latin.





crescent wrench






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 an adjustable wrench designed to grip hexagonal nuts, with an adjusting screw fitted in the crescent-shaped head of the wrench.













cresol

 
/ˈkrēsôl ˈkrēˌsōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of three isomeric crystalline compounds present in coal-tar creosote, used as disinfectants.

[The 
ortho-

 , 
meta-

 , and 
para-

 methyl derivatives of phenol; chem. formula: CH3
 C6
 H4
 OH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from creosote
 + -ol
 .





cress

 
/kres/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the cabbage family, typically having small white flowers and pungent leaves. Some kinds are edible and are eaten raw as salad.

[
Barbarea

 and other genera, family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species, including
garden cress

 and
watercress

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
cresse

 , 
cærse

 ; related to Dutch 
kers

 and German 
Kresse

 .





cresset

 
/ˈkresət/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a metal container of oil, grease, wood, or coal burned as a torch and typically mounted on a pole.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
craisse

 , variant of 
graisse

 ‘oil, grease.’





Cressida

 
/ˈkresədə/






(in medieval legends of the Trojan War) the daughter of Calchas, a priest. She was unfaithful to her lover Troilus, a son of Priam.










crest

 
/krest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comb or tuft of feathers, fur, or skin on the head of a bird or other animal.




2.
 
a thing resembling a tuft, especially a plume of feathers on a helmet.




3.
 
the top of something, especially a mountain or hill




•
 
she reached the crest of the hill.










4.
 
the curling foamy top of a wave.




5.
 


[Anatomy]

 a ridge along the surface of a bone.




6.
 
the upper line of the neck of a horse or other mammal.




7.
 


[Heraldry]

 a distinctive device borne above the shield of a coat of arms (originally as worn on a helmet), or separately reproduced, for example on writing paper or silverware, to represent a family or corporate body.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach the top of (something such as a hill or wave)




•
 
she crested a hill and saw the valley spread out before her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 (of a river) rise to its highest level




•
 
the river was expected to crest at eight feet above flood stage.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a wave) form a curling foamy top.




4.
 
(
be crested

 )
 — have attached or affixed at the top




•
 
his helmet was 
crested with

 a fan of spikes.














III.
 
derivatives





crestless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
creste

 , from Latin 
crista

 ‘tuft, plume.’





crested

 
/ˈkrestəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a bird or other animal) having a comb or tuft of feathers, fur, or skin on the head




•
 
the crested drake mandarin duck




•
 
a plush-crested jay.










2.
 
emblazoned with a coat of arms or other emblem




•
 
crested notepaper.



















crested tit






noun




a small European tit (songbird) with a short crest, living chiefly in coniferous woodland.

[
Parus cristatus

 , family 
Paridae

 .]













crestfallen

 
/ˈkres(t)ˌfôlən/





I.
 
adjective




sad and disappointed




•
 
he came back empty-handed and crestfallen.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: figuratively, from the original use referring to a mammal or bird having a fallen or drooping crest.





crestfish

 
/ˈkrestfiSH/






noun




a very elongated silvery marine fish with a crimson dorsal fin running the full length of its body and a forehead that projects forward into a long filament.

[
Lophotus lacepedei

 , family 
Lophotidae

 .]













cresting

 
/ˈkrestiNG/






noun




an ornamental decoration at the ridge of a roof or top of a wall or screen.













cresyl

 
/ˈkresəl, ˈkrēˌsil/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting a radical —OC6
 H4
 CH3
 , derived from a cresol.













Cretaceous

 
/krəˈtāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the last period of the Mesozoic era, between the Jurassic and Tertiary periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Cretaceous

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Cretaceous period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Cretaceous lasted from about 146 million to 65 million years ago. The climate was warm, and the sea level rose; the period is characterized esp. in northwestern Europe and parts of North America by the deposition of chalk. The first flowering plants emerged, and the domination of the dinosaurs continued although they died out quite abruptly toward the end of it.







– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
cretaceus

 (from 
creta

 ‘chalk’) + -ous
 .






Cretaceous–Tertiary boundary

 

‹Geology›


 
K/T boundary





I.
 
the division between the Cretaceous and Tertiary periods, about 65 million years ago.





A widespread layer of sediment dating from this time has been shown since 1980 to be enriched in iridium and other elements and carbon deposits indicative of extensive fires. This appears to indicate the catastrophic impact of one or more large meteorites, and geologists have identified a formation at Chicxulub in the Yucatán Peninsula, Mexico, as a probable impact site. A resulting drastic climate change has been suggested as the cause of the extinction of dinosaurs and many other organisms at this time, but this remains controversial.





Cretan

 
/ˈkrētn/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Greek island of Crete or its inhabitants




•
 
ancient Cretan pottery.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Greek island of Crete




•
 
on the road he meets a Cretan.




















Crete

 
/krēt/






a Greek island in the eastern Mediterranean Sea; pop. 630,000 (est. 2005); capital, Heraklion. It is noted for the remains of the Minoan civilization that flourished here in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 . Crete played an important role in the Greek struggle for independence from the Turks in the late 19th and early 20th centuries that resulted in it becoming administratively part of an independent Greece in 1913.

Greek name Kríti
 .









cretic

 
/ˈkrēdik/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot containing one short or unstressed syllable between two long or stressed ones.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Creticus

 , from Greek 
Krētikos

 , from 
Krētē

 ‘Crete.’





cretin

 
/ˈkrētn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a stupid person (used as a general term of abuse).




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹dated›

 a person who is deformed and mentally handicapped because of congenital thyroid deficiency.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cretinism

 
/ˈkrētnˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
cretinous

 
/ˈkrēt(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
crétin

 , from Swiss French 
crestin

 ‘Christian’ (from Latin 
Christianus

 ), here used to mean ‘human being,’ apparently as a reminder that, though deformed, cretins were human and not beasts.





cretonne

 
/ˈkrētän krəˈtän/





I.
 
noun




a heavy cotton fabric, typically with a floral pattern printed on one or both sides, used for upholstery.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





cretons

 
/ˌkreˈtän/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a spread made of pork, onions, and spices, typically eaten cold on toast




•
 
toast, mustard and a tub of cretons make for a hearty breakfast.

















– origin

 French.






Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease

 
/ˌkroitsfeltˈyäkōb dəˌzēz /





I.
 
noun




a fatal degenerative disease affecting nerve cells in the brain, causing mental, physical, and sensory disturbances such as dementia and seizures. It is believed to be caused by prions and hence to be related to BSE and other spongiform encephalopathies such as kuru and scrapie.











– origin

 1930s: named after H. G. 
Creutzfeldt

 (1885–1964) and A. 
Jakob

 (1882–1927), the German neurologists who first described cases of the disease in 1920–21. Creutzfeldt is credited with the first description of the disease in 1920, although the case is atypical by current diagnostic criteria; a year later Jakob described four cases, at least two of whom had clinical features suggestive of CJD as it is currently described.





crevasse

 
/krəˈvas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep open crack, especially one in a glacier.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a breach in the embankment of a river or canal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Old French 
crevace

 (see crevice
 ).






crevice

 
/ˈkrevəs/





I.
 
noun




a narrow opening or fissure, especially in a rock or wall.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crevace

 , from 
crever

 ‘to burst,’ from Latin 
crepare

 ‘to rattle, crack.’





crew1


 
/kro͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a group of people who work on and operate a ship, boat, aircraft, spacecraft, or train.




2.
 
a group of people working on a ship, aircraft, etc., other than the officers




•
 
the ship's captain and crew may be brought to trial.










3.
 


(US)

 the sport of rowing a racing shell.




4.
 
a group of people who work closely together




•
 
an ambulance crew




•
 
crews of firefighters from neighboring towns were called in.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a group of people associated in some way




•
 
a crew of assorted computer geeks.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a group of rappers, breakdancers, or graffiti artists performing or operating together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a craft or vehicle) with a group of people to operate it




•
 
normally the boat is crewed by 5 people.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act as a member of a crew, subordinate to a captain




•
 
I've never 
crewed for

 a world-famous yachtsman before.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
creue

 ‘augmentation, increase,’ feminine past participle of 
croistre

 ‘grow,’ from Latin 
crescere

 . The original sense was ‘band of soldiers serving as reinforcements’; hence it came to denote any organized armed band or, generally, a company of people (late 16th cent).





crew2


 
/kro͞o/








(chiefly Brit.)

 past of crow
 2
 .









crew cut

 
/ˈkro͞oˌkət/





I.
 
noun




a very short haircut for men and boys.











– origin

 1940s: apparently first adopted as a style by boat crews of Harvard and Yale universities.





crewel

 
/ˈkro͞owəl/





I.
 
noun




a thin, loosely twisted, worsted yarn used for tapestry and embroidery.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin.





crewel work

 
/ˈkro͞owəl ˌwərk/






noun




embroidery or tapestry done with crewel yarn on linen cloth.













crewman

 
/ˈkro͞omən/






noun




a member of a group of people who work on and operate a ship, aircraft, etc., particularly one who is not an officer




•
 
the coast guard has rescued seven crewmen from a tugboat being battered by rough seas.



















crew neck

 
/ˈkro͞o ˌnek/






noun



1.
 
a close-fitting, round neckline, especially on a sweater or T-shirt


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a crew-neck sweater.










2.
 
a sweater with a crew neck.













crew woman






noun




a female member of a group of people who work on and operate a ship, aircraft, etc., particularly one who is not an officer




•
 
a crew woman was rescued when the ship was caught in a hurricane.




















crib

 
/krib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a young child's bed with barred or latticed sides.




2.
 
a barred container or rack for animal fodder; a manger.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a translation of a text for use by students, especially in a surreptitious way




•
 
an English crib of Caesar's Gallic Wars.










4.
 
a thing that has been plagiarized




•
 
is the song a crib from Mozart's “Don Giovanni?”










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an apartment or house.




6.
 
short for cribbage
 .




7.
 
the cards discarded by the players at cribbage, counting to the dealer.




8.
 
(also 
cribwork

 )
 — a heavy timber framework used in foundations for a building or to line a mine shaft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 copy (another person's work) illicitly or without acknowledgment




•
 
he was doing an exam and didn't want anybody to crib the answers from him




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he often 
cribbed from

 other researchers.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 steal.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 restrain




•
 
he had been so cabined, cribbed, and confined by office.














III.
 
derivatives





cribber

 
/ˈkribər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘manger’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
krib

 , 
kribbe

 and German 
Krippe

 .






cribbage

 
/ˈkribij/





I.
 
noun




a card game for two to four players, in which the objective is to play so that the value of one's cards played reaches exactly 15 or 31.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: related to crib
 ; the game is said to have been invented by the English poet Sir John Suckling (1609–42); it seems to have been developed from an older game called Noddy.





cribbage board






noun




a board with pegs and holes, used for scoring at cribbage.













crib-biting

 
/ˈkribˌbīdiNG/






noun




a repetitive habit of some horses that involves biting and chewing of wood, especially that of doors and mangers, in the stable, causing excessive wear to the front teeth.













crib death

 
/ˈkrib ˌdeTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 informal term for sudden infant death syndrome
 .













cribellum

 
/krəˈbeləm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in some spiders) an additional spinning organ with numerous fine pores, situated in front of the spinnerets.








II.
 
derivatives





cribellate

 
/ˈkribələt, -ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin, diminutive of 
cribrum

 ‘sieve.’






cribo

 
/ˈkrēbō/





I.
 
noun




another term for indigo snake
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





cribriform

 
/ˈkribrəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 denoting an anatomical structure that is pierced by numerous small holes, in particular the plate of the ethmoid bone through which the olfactory nerves pass.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
cribrum

 ‘sieve’ + -iform.





Crichton, James

 
/ˈkrītn/






(1560–
c.

 1585), Scottish adventurer; known as 
the Admirable Crichton

 . He was an accomplished swordsman, poet, and scholar and served in the French army.









Crichton, Michael

 
/ˈkrītn/






(1942–2008), US novelist; full name 
John Michael Crichton

 . Notable works: 
The Andromeda Strain

 (1969), 
The Great Train Robbery

 (1975), 
Jurassic Park

 (1990), and 
Next

 (2006).









crick1


 
/krik/





I.
 
noun




a painful stiff feeling in the neck or back.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
twist or strain (one's neck or back), causing painful stiffness


(as 
adj.

 
cricked

 )


•
 
he suffered a cricked neck during tackling practice.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





crick2


 
/krik/






noun






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 a creek.













Crick, Francis

 
/krik/






(1916–2004), English biophysicist; full name 
Francis Harry Compton Crick

 . With James Watson, he proposed the double helix structure of the DNA molecule, thus broadly explaining how genetic information is carried in living organisms and how genes replicate. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1962), shared with Watson and Maurice Wilkins.









cricket1


 
/ˈkrikit/





I.
 
noun




an insect related to the grasshoppers. The male produces a characteristic rhythmical chirping sound.

[Family 
Gryllidae

 : many genera and species, including the 
field cricket

 and the 
house cricket

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
criquet

 , from 
criquer

 ‘to crackle,’ of imitative origin.





cricket2


 
/ˈkrikit/





I.
 
noun




an open-air game played on a large grass field with ball, bats, and two wickets, between teams of eleven players, the object of the game being to score more runs than the opposition.

Cricket is played mainly in Britain and in territories formerly under British rule, including Australia, South Africa, the West Indies, New Zealand, and the Indian subcontinent. The full game with two innings per side can last several days; shorter matches are usual at the amateur level and have become popular at the professional level since the 1960s.








II.
 
phrases





not cricket








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a thing contrary to traditional standards of fairness or rectitude.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





cricket3


 
/ˈkrikit/






noun




a low stool, typically with a rectangular or oval seat and four legs splayed out.













cricketer

 
/ˈkrikidər/






noun




a person who plays cricket




•
 
he is a very young and talented cricketer.



















cricketing

 
/ˈkrikədiNG/






adjective




relating to the playing of cricket




•
 
a true cricketing legend.



















cricoid

 
/ˈkrīkoid/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the ring-shaped cartilage of the larynx.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
cricoides

 ‘ring-shaped,’ from Greek 
krikoeidēs

 , from 
krikos

 ‘ring.’





cri de cœur

 
/ˌkrē də ˈkər/





I.
 
noun




a passionate appeal, complaint, or protest.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘cry from the heart.’





cried

 
/krīd/






past and past participle of cry
 .










crier

 
/ˈkrī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an officer who makes public announcements in a court of justice.




2.
 
short for town crier
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
criere

 , from 
crier

 ‘to shout.’





crikey

 
/ˈkrīkē/





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an expression of surprise




•
 
Crikey! I never thought I'd see you again.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: euphemism for Christ
 .






crime

 
/krīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or omission that constitutes an offense that may be prosecuted by the state and is punishable by law




•
 
shoplifting was a serious crime.










2.
 
illegal activities




•
 
the victims of crime.










3.
 
an action or activity that, although not illegal, is considered to be evil, shameful, or wrong




•
 
they condemned apartheid as a 
crime against

 humanity




•
 
it's a crime to keep a creature like Willy in a tank.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘wickedness, sin’): via Old French from Latin 
crimen

 ‘judgment, offense,’ based on 
cernere

 ‘to judge.’





Crimea

 
/krīˈmēə/





(usu. 
the Crimea

 )


1.
 
a peninsula in Ukraine that lies between the Sea of Azov and the Black Sea. The Crimean War was fought here in the 1850s.













crime against humanity





I.
 
noun




a deliberate act, typically as part of a systematic campaign, that causes human suffering or death on a large scale




•
 
he was handed over to the International Criminal Court in The Hague to face charges of crimes against humanity.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: originally in the sense ‘immoral or destructive act.’





Crimean

 
/krīˈmēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the Crimea or its people




•
 
fine Crimean wines were passed around.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Crimea




•
 
many Crimeans chose to boycott the poll.



















Crimean War

 
/krīˌmēən ˈwôr/






a war (1853–6) in the area of the Crimean peninsula, between Russia and an alliance of Great Britain, France, Sardinia, and Turkey. Russian aggression against Turkey led to war in 1853, with Turkey's European allies intervening to destroy Russian naval power in the Black Sea in 1854; eventually the allies captured the fortress city of Sebastopol in 1855 after a lengthy siege.









crime-fighting

 
/ˈkrīmˌfīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of working to reduce the incidence of crime.








II.
 
derivatives





crime-fighter

 
/ˈkrīmˌfīdər /






noun





















crime-free






adjective




not affected by or involvng illegal activities




•
 
the streets here are safe and crime-free




•
 
we want young people to lead healthy and crime-free lives.



















crime passionnel

 
/ˌkrēm ˌpasyəˈnel/





I.
 
noun




a crime, typically a murder, committed in a fit of sexual jealousy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘crime of passion.’





crime-ridden






adjective




(of a place) having a high incidence of criminal activity




•
 
a crime-ridden neighborhood.



















crime scene






noun




the place where an offense has been committed and forensic evidence may be gathered




•
 
fingerprints left at a crime scene.



















crimeware

 
/ˈkrīmˌwer/






noun




a type of malicious software designed to carry out or facilitate illegal online activity




•
 
old-school malware written for glory has given way to a new era of ‘crimeware’ designed for spamming, data theft, or extortion.



















crime wave






noun




a sudden increase in the number of crimes committed in a country or area.













crime writer

 
/ˈkrīm ˌrīdər/






noun




a writer of detective stories or thrillers.













criminal

 
/ˈkrimənl/





I.
 
noun




a person who has committed a crime




•
 
these men are dangerous criminals.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a crime




•
 
he is charged with conspiracy to commit criminal damage.










2.
 


[Law]

 of or relating to crime as opposed to civil matters




•
 
a criminal court.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of an action or situation) deplorable and shocking




•
 
he may never fulfill his potential, and that would be a criminal waste.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from late Latin 
criminalis

 , from Latin 
crimen

 , 
crimin-

 (see crime
 ).





criminal conversation

 
/ˈkrimənl ˈkrimnəl ˌkänvərˈsāSHən/






noun






‹historical›

 adultery, especially as formerly constituting grounds for the recovery of legal damages by a husband from his adulterous wife's partner.













criminalistics

 
/ˌkrimənəˈlistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
another term for forensics
 (see forensic
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





criminalist






noun





















criminality

 
/kriməˈnalədē/






noun




behavior that is contrary to or forbidden by criminal law




•
 
a regime that sanctions organized criminality.



















criminalization

 
/ˌkriminəlīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of turning an activity into a criminal offense by making it illegal




•
 
the criminalization of gang membership.










2.
 
the action of turning someone into a criminal by making their activities illegal




•
 
the increasing criminalization of youths.



















criminalize

 
/ˈkrim(ə)nəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn (an activity) into a criminal offense by making it illegal




•
 
his view is that the state should not criminalize drug use but discourage it.










2.
 
turn (someone) into a criminal by making their activities illegal




•
 
these punitive measures would further criminalize travelers for their way of life.



















criminal justice system






noun




the system of law enforcement that is directly involved in apprehending, prosecuting, defending, sentencing, and punishing those who are suspected or convicted of criminal offenses.














criminal law

 
/ˈkrimənl ˈkrimnəl lô/






noun




a system of law concerned with the punishment of those who commit crimes.

Contrasted with civil law
 .













criminal libel

 
/ˈkrimənl ˈkrimnəl ˈlībəl/






noun






[Law]

 a malicious, defamatory statement in a permanent form, rendering the maker liable to criminal prosecution.













criminally

 
/ˈkrimən(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that is contrary to or forbidden by criminal law




•
 
there was no evidence the firms had acted criminally.










2.
 


[Law]

 in a way that relates to crime as opposed to civil matters




•
 
these offenses may be prosecuted criminally under state law.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 to a shocking degree




•
 
one of his most criminally underappreciated films.




















criminal record






noun



1.
 
a history of being convicted for crime




•
 
he admits he has a criminal record.










2.
 
a list of a person's previous criminal convictions




•
 
the court said his criminal record would be expunged at the end of the year.



















criminogenic

 
/ˌkrimənəˈjenik/






adjective




(of a system, situation, or place) causing or likely to cause criminal behavior




•
 
the criminogenic nature of homelessness.



















criminologist

 
/ˌkrimiˈnäləjəst/






noun




an expert in the scientific study of crime and criminals




•
 
the pioneering criminologist proposed a method for identifying criminals.



















criminology

 
/ˌkriməˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of crime and criminals.








II.
 
derivatives





criminological

 
/ˌkrimənlˈäjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
crimen

 , 
crimin-

 ‘crime’ + -logy
 .





criminy

 
/ˈkrīmənē/





I.
 
exclamation






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used to express surprise or disbelief




•
 
criminy, what is this world coming to?

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as 
crimine

 ): origin uncertain; perhaps an alteration of
Christ

 , perhaps from Italian
crimine

 ‘crime.’





crimp

 
/krimp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compress (something) into small folds or ridges




•
 
she crimped the edge of the pie.










2.
 
connect (a wire or cable) by squeezing the end or ends.




3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
crimped

 )
 — make waves in (someone's hair) with a curling iron




•
 
crimped blond hair.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 have a limiting or adverse effect on (something)




•
 
farmers complain that the drought could crimp their income potential.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a curl, wave, or folded or compressed edge




•
 
this cascade of delicate crimps depends on a perm




•
 
the wool had too much crimp to be used in weaving.










2.
 
a small connecting piece for crimping wires or lines together.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a restriction or limitation




•
 
the crimp on take-home pay has been even tighter since taxes were raised.














III.
 
phrases





put a crimp in








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 have an adverse effect on




•
 
well, that puts a crimp in my theory.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crimper






noun













2.
 
crimpy

 
/ˈkrimpē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gecrympan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
krimpen

 ‘shrink, wrinkle.’ Of rare occurrence before the 18th cent., the word was perhaps reintroduced from Low German or Dutch.






crimson

 
/ˈkrimzən/





I.
 
adjective




of a rich deep red color inclining to purple




•
 
she blushed crimson with embarrassment.














II.
 
noun




a rich deep red color inclining to purple.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's face) become flushed, especially through embarrassment




•
 
my face crimsoned and my hands began to shake.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete French 
cramoisin

 or Old Spanish 
cremesin

 , based on Arabic 
ḳirmizī

 , from 
ḳirmiz

 (see kermes
 ). Compare with carmine
 .






cringe

 
/krinj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend one's head and body in fear or in a servile manner




•
 
he 
cringed away

 from the blow




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cringing

 )
 
we are surrounded by cringing yes-men and sycophants.










2.
 
experience an inward shiver of embarrassment or disgust




•
 
I 
cringed at

 the fellow's stupidity.














II.
 
noun




an act of cringing.








III.
 
derivatives





cringer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
crenge

 , 
crenche

 , related to Old English 
cringan

 , 
crincan

 ‘bend, yield, fall in battle,’ of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
krengen

 ‘heel over’ and German 
krank

 ‘sick,’ also to crank
 1
 .





cringe-making

 
/ˈkrinjˌmākiNG/






adjective




another term for cringeworthy
 .














cringeworthy

 
/ˈkrin(d)ZHˌwərT͟Hē/






adjective






‹informal›

 causing feelings of embarrassment or awkwardness




•
 
the play's cast was excellent, but the dialogue was unforgivably cringeworthy.



















cringingly

 
/ˈkrinjiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a servile or sycophantic way




•
 
he shrank cringingly to one side.










2.
 
so as to make one feel embarrassed or disgusted




•
 
their early performances were cringingly awkward.



















cringle

 
/ˈkriNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 a ring of rope formed in the edge of a sail and containing a thimble, for another rope to pass through.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Low German 
kringel

 , diminutive of 
kring

 ‘ring.’





crinite

 
/ˈkrīnīt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 having hairlike tufts; hairy.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
crinitus

 , past participle of 
crinire

 ‘cover or provide with hair’: see -ite
 1
 .





crinkle

 
/ˈkriNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
form small creases or wrinkles in the surface of something, especially the skin of the face as the result of a facial expression


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Rose's face crinkled in bewilderment




•
 
his face 
crinkled up

 in a smile




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Burney crinkled his eyes in a smile




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crinkled

 )
 
plants with crinkled foliage.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to make a crackling or rustling sound




•
 
we tried hard not to crinkle the plastic as we unwrapped the pies.














II.
 
noun




a wrinkle or crease on the surface of something




•
 
there was a crinkle of suspicion on her forehead.

















– origin

 late Middle English: related to Old English 
crincan

 (see cringe
 ).





crinkle-cut

 
/ˈkriNGkəlˌkət/






adjective




(especially of French fries) cut with wavy edges.













crinkly

 
/ˈkriNGk(ə)lē/






adjective




full of creases or wrinkles; wrinkled




•
 
brown crinkly paper.



















crinkum-crankum

 
/ˌkriNGkəmˈkraNGkəm/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 elaborate decoration or detail.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: fanciful reduplication of the nouns crank
 1
 and crank
 2
 .





crinoid

 
/ˈkrīˌnoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an echinoderm of the class 
Crinoidea

 , which comprises the sea lilies and feather stars.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting crinoids.








III.
 
derivatives





crinoidal

 
/ˈkrīˌnoidl /






adjective





















Crinoidea

 
/krīˈnoidēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of echinoderms that comprises the sea lilies and feather stars. They have slender, feathery arms and (in some kinds) a stalk for attachment, and were abundant in the Paleozoic era.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
krinoeidēs

 ‘lilylike,’ from 
krinon

 ‘lily.’





crinoline

 
/ˈkrin(ə)lən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a stiffened or hooped petticoat worn to make a long skirt stand out.




2.
 
a stiff fabric made of horsehair and cotton or linen thread, typically used for stiffening petticoats or as a lining.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2, early crinolines being made of such material): from French, formed irregularly from Latin 
crinis

 ‘hair’ + 
linum

 ‘thread.’






criollo

 
/krēˈōlō /

 
Criollo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person from Spanish South or Central America, especially one of pure Spanish descent.




2.
 
a horse or other domestic animal of a South or Central American breed.




3.
 
(also 
criollo tree

 )
 — a cacao tree of a variety producing thin-shelled beans of high quality.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘native to the locality’ (see Creole
 ).





crip

 
/krip/






noun



1.
 


‹offensive›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a disabled person.

[early 20th cent.: abbreviation of cripple
 .]




2.
 
(usu. 
Crip

 )
 — a member of a Los Angeles street gang.













cripes

 
/krīps/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for Christ.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of Christ
 .






cripple

 
/ˈkripəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to become unable to move or walk properly


(as 
adj.

 
crippling

 )


•
 
a crippling disease.










2.
 
cause severe and disabling damage to (a machine)




•
 
over-lubrication might well lead to piston seizure, crippling the engine.










3.
 
cause a severe and almost insuperable problem for




•
 
developing countries are crippled by their debts.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person who is unable to walk or move properly because of disability or injury to their back or legs.




2.
 
a person with a severe limitation of a specified kind




•
 
an emotional cripple.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crippler

 
/ˈkrip(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
cripplingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English: from two words, 
crypel

 and 
crēopel

 , both of Germanic origin and related to creep
 . / 
usage:

 The word 
cripple

 has long been in use to refer to ‘a person unable to walk due to illness or disability’ and is recorded as early as 
AD

 950. In the 20th century, the term acquired offensive connotations and has now been largely replaced by broader terms such as ‘disabled person.’





crippled

 
/ˈkrip(ə)ld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unable to walk or move properly; disabled




•
 
a crippled old man.










2.
 
(of a machine) severely damaged




•
 
the pilot displayed skill and nerve in landing the crippled plane.

















usage:

 See usage at cripple
 .





crippleware

 
/ˈkripəlwer/






noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 software distributed with reduced functionality with a view to attracting payment for a fully functional version.













crisis

 
/ˈkrīsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a time of intense difficulty, trouble, or danger




•
 
the current economic crisis




•
 
a family in crisis




•
 
a crisis of semiliteracy among high school graduates.










2.
 
a time when a difficult or important decision must be made


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a crisis point of history.










3.
 
the turning point of a disease when an important change takes place, indicating either recovery or death.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the turning point of a disease): medical Latin, from Greek 
krisis

 ‘decision,’ from 
krinein

 ‘decide.’ The general sense ‘decisive point’ dates from the early 17th cent.





crisis center






noun



1.
 
a facility, telephone answering system, etc., where individuals going through personal crises can obtain help or advice.




2.
 
an office or agency that serves as a clearinghouse for information and coordinates action during an emergency or disaster.













crisis management

 
/ˈkrīsis ˈˌmanijmənt/






noun




the process by which a business or other organization deals with a sudden emergency situation.













crisp

 
/krisp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) firm, dry, and brittle, especially in a way considered pleasing or attractive




•
 
crisp bacon




•
 
the snow is lovely and crisp.










2.
 
(of a fruit or vegetable) firm, indicating freshness




•
 
crisp lettuce.










3.
 
(of the weather) cool, fresh, and invigorating




•
 
a crisp autumn day.










4.
 
(of paper or cloth) smoothly and attractively stiff and uncreased




•
 
a crisp $5 bill.










5.
 
(of hair) having tight curls, giving an impression of rigidity.




6.
 
(of a way of speaking or writing) briskly decisive and matter-of-fact, without hesitation or unnecessary detail




•
 
they were cut off with a crisp “Thank you.”














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dessert of fruit baked with a crunchy topping of brown sugar, butter, and flour




•
 
rhubarb crisp.










2.
 
(also 
potato crisp

 )
 — British term for potato chip
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something, especially food) a crisp surface by placing it in an oven or grill




•
 
crisp the pita rounds in the oven.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) acquire a crisp surface by being placed in an oven or grill




•
 
open the foil so that the bread browns and crisps.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 curl into short, stiff, wavy folds or crinkles.








IV.
 
phrases





burn something to a crisp






burn something completely, leaving only a charred remnant.












V.
 
derivatives





crispness

 
/ˈkrispnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (referring to hair in the sense ‘curly’): from Latin 
crispus

 ‘curled.’ Other senses may result from symbolic interpretation of the sound of the word.





crispate

 
/ˈkrispāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (especially of a leaf) having a wavy or curly edge.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
crispatus

 , past participle of 
crispare

 ‘to curl.’





crisper

 
/ˈkrispər/






noun




a compartment at the bottom of a refrigerator for storing fruit and vegetables.













crisply

 
/ˈkrisplē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is distinct in outline or detail




•
 
crisply focused details.










2.
 
in a brisk and concise way




•
 
she replied crisply that there would be little demand for GM crops.










3.
 
so as to have a firm, dry, brittle texture




•
 
crisply fried brown onions.










4.
 
(in relation to dress) formally and neatly




•
 
he was crisply dressed in a gray suit and white shirt.



















crispy

 
/ˈkrispē/





I.
 
adjective




(of food, typically cooked food) having a pleasingly firm, dry, and brittle surface or texture




•
 
crispy fried bacon.














II.
 
derivatives





crispiness






noun





















crissal thrasher

 
/ˈkrisəl ˌTHraSHər/





I.
 
noun




a large gray thrasher (songbird) with a red patch under the tail, found in the southwestern US and Mexico.

[
Toxostoma dorsale

 , family 
Mimidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
crissal

 from modern Latin 
crissum

 (denoting the vent region of a bird) + -al
 .





crisscross

 
/ˈkriskrôs/





I.
 
noun




a pattern of intersecting straight lines or paths




•
 
the crisscross of wrinkles on his face.














II.
 
adjective




(of a pattern) containing a number of straight lines or paths that intersect each other




•
 
the streets ran in a regular crisscross pattern.














III.
 
adverb




in a pattern of intersecting straight lines




•
 
the swords were strung crisscross on his back.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be crisscrossed

 )


1.
 
form a pattern of intersecting lines or paths on (a place)




•
 
the green hill was crisscrossed with a network of sheep tracks.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of straight lines or paths) intersect repeatedly




•
 
the smaller streets crisscrossed in a grid pattern.










3.
 
move or travel around (a place) by going back and forth repeatedly




•
 
the President crisscrossed America.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a figure of a cross preceding the alphabet in a hornbook): from 
Christ-cross

 (in the same sense in late Middle English), from 
Christ's cross

 . The form was later treated as a reduplication of cross
 .






crista

 
/ˈkristə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a ridge or crest.




2.
 


[Biology]

 each of the partial partitions in a mitochondrion formed by infolding of the inner membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





cristate

 
/ˈkriˌstāt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin,‘tuft, plume, crest.’





cristobalite

 
/krəˈstōbəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a form of silica that is the main component of opal and also occurs as small octahedral crystals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Cerro San Cristóbal

 in Mexico, where it was discovered, + -ite
 1
 .





crit

 
/krit/






noun






‹informal›

 short for criticism
 or critic
 .













criterion

 
/ˌkrīˈtirēən/





I.
 
noun




a principle or standard by which something may be judged or decided




•
 
the launch came too close to violating safety criteria.














II.
 
derivatives





criterial

 
/-ˈti(ə)rēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
kritērion

 ‘means of judging,’ from 
kritēs

 (see critic
 ). / 
usage:

 Strictly speaking, the singular form (following the original Greek) is 
criterion

 and the plural form is 
criteria

 . It is a common mistake, however, to use 
criteria

 as if it were a singular, as in 
a

 further 
criteria

 needs to be considered.





criterium

 
/ˌkrīˈtirēəm/






noun




a one-day bicycle race on a circuit road course.














critic

 
/ˈkridik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who expresses an unfavorable opinion of something




•
 
critics say many schools are not prepared to handle the influx of foreign students.










2.
 
a person who judges the merits of literary, artistic, or musical works, especially one who does so professionally




•
 
a film critic.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
criticus

 , from Greek 
kritikos

 , from 
kritēs

 ‘a judge,’ from 
krinein

 ‘judge, decide.’





critical

 
/ˈkridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressing adverse or disapproving comments or judgments




•
 
he was 
critical of

 many U.S. welfare programs.










2.
 
expressing or involving an analysis of the merits and faults of a work of literature, music, or art




•
 
she never won the critical acclaim she sought.










3.
 
(of a published literary or musical text) incorporating a detailed and scholarly analysis and commentary




•
 
a critical edition of a Bach sonata.










4.
 
involving the objective analysis and evaluation of an issue in order to form a judgement




•
 
professors often find it difficult to encourage critical thinking in their students.










5.
 
(of a situation or problem) having the potential to become disastrous; at a point of crisis




•
 
the flood waters had not receded, and the situation was still critical.










6.
 
(of a person) extremely ill and at risk of death




•
 
he had been 
in critical condition

 since undergoing surgery.










7.
 
having a decisive or crucial importance in the success, failure, or existence of something




•
 
temperature is a critical factor in successful fruit storage




•
 
getting banks lending again was 
critical to

 any recovery.










8.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 relating to or denoting a point of transition from one state to another.




9.
 
(of a nuclear reactor or fuel) maintaining a self-sustaining chain reaction




•
 
the reactor is due to 
go critical

 in October.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
criticality

 
/ˌkridəˈkalədē /






noun





critical
 (
sense

 3, 
sense

 4)













2.
 
criticalness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the crisis of a disease’): from late Latin 
criticus

 (see critic
 ).





critical angle






noun






[Optics]

 the angle of incidence beyond which rays of light passing through a denser medium to the surface of a less dense medium are no longer refracted but totally reflected.













critical damping






noun






[Physics]

 damping just sufficient to prevent oscillations.













critical list

 
/ˈkridəkəl list/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a list of those who are critically ill in the hospital.













critically

 
/ˈkridiklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that expresses disapproval




•
 
a designer spoke critically of capitalism.










2.
 
in a way that expresses or involves an analysis of the merits and faults of a work of literature, music, or art




•
 
a critically acclaimed novel.










3.
 
in a way that involves the objective analysis and evaluation of an issue in order to form a judgment




•
 
the reader must evaluate critically every article he or she reviews.










4.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a potentially disastrous degree




•
 
the critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal.










5.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an extreme degree with a risk of death




•
 
two critically wounded people died in the hospital




•
 
critically ill patients who were awaiting surgery.










6.
 
with decisive or crucial importance in the success, failure, or existence of something




•
 
the livelihood of rural people critically depends on the use of natural resources.



















critical mass






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the minimum amount of fissile material needed to maintain a nuclear chain reaction.




2.
 
the minimum size or amount of something required to start or maintain a venture




•
 
a communication system is of no value unless there is a critical mass of users.



















critical path

 
/ˈkridəkəl paTH/






noun




the sequence of stages determining the minimum time needed for an operation, especially when analyzed on a computer for a large organization.













critical path analysis

 
/ˈkridəkəl paTH əˈnaləsəs/






noun




the mathematical network analysis technique of planning complex working procedures with reference to the critical path of each alternative system.













critical period






noun






[Psychology]

 a period during someone's development in which a particular skill or characteristic is believed to be most readily acquired.













critical point






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a point on a phase diagram at which both the liquid and gas phases of a substance have the same density, and are therefore indistinguishable.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
(US)

 a point on a curve where the gradient is zero.













critical pressure






noun






[Chemistry]

 the pressure of a gas or vapor in its critical state.













critical state






noun






[Chemistry]

 the state of a substance when it is at the critical point, i.e., at critical temperature and pressure.













critical temperature






noun






[Chemistry]

 the temperature of a gas or vapor in its critical state. Above this temperature, a gas cannot be liquefied by pressure alone.













critical theory






noun




a philosophical approach to culture, and especially to literature, that seeks to confront the social, historical, and ideological forces and structures that produce and constrain it. The term is applied particularly to the work of the Frankfurt School.













critical thinking






noun




the objective analysis and evaluation of an issue in order to form a judgment




•
 
professors often find it difficult to encourage critical thinking amongst their students.



















critical volume






noun






[Chemistry]

 the volume occupied by a unit mass of a gas or vapor in its critical state.













criticaster

 
/ˈkridəˌkastər/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a minor or inferior critic.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from critic
 + -aster
 .






criticism

 
/ˈkridəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of disapproval of someone or something based on perceived faults or mistakes




•
 
he received a lot of criticism




•
 
he ignored the criticisms of his friends.










2.
 
the analysis and judgment of the merits and faults of a literary or artistic work




•
 
alternative methods of criticism supported by well-developed literary theories.










3.
 
the scholarly investigation of literary or historical texts to determine their origin or intended form.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from critic
 or Latin 
criticus

 + -ism
 .





criticize

 
/ˈkridəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indicate the faults of (someone or something) in a disapproving way




•
 
states criticized the failure to provide an adequate and permanent compensation




•
 
technicians were 
criticized for

 defective workmanship.










2.
 
form and express a sophisticated judgment of (a literary or artistic work)




•
 
a literary text may be criticized on two grounds: the semantic and the expressive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
criticizable

 
/ˈkridəˌsīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
criticizer






noun





















critique

 
/kriˈtēk/





I.
 
noun




a detailed analysis and assessment of something, especially a literary, philosophical, or political theory.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evaluate (a theory or practice) in a detailed and analytical way




•
 
the authors critique the methods and practices used in the research.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from French, based on Greek 
kritikē tekhnē

 ‘critical art.’





critter

 
/ˈkridər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a living creature; an animal.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person of a particular kind




•
 
the old critter used to live in a shack.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of creature
 .





CRM






abbreviation




customer relationship management, denoting strategies and software that enable a company to organize and optimize its customer relations.













croak

 
/krōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep hoarse sound made by a frog or a crow.




2.
 
a deep hoarse sound resembling that of a frog or crow, especially one made by a person




•
 
Lorton tried to laugh—it came out as a croak.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a frog or crow) make a characteristic deep hoarse sound.




2.
 
(of a person) make a deep hoarse sound when speaking or laughing




•
 
“Thank you,” I croaked.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 prophesy evil or misfortune, especially unjustifiably and to the irritation of others




•
 
without croaking, it may be observed that our government is upon a dangerous experiment.










4.
 


‹informal›

 die




•
 
the dog finally croaked in 1987.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — kill (someone)




•
 
Scissors Haggerty's mob croaked two messengers.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): imitative.






croaker

 
/ˈkrōkər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that croaks.




2.
 
another term for drum
 3
 .













croaky

 
/ˈkrōkē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's voice) deep and hoarse.








II.
 
derivatives





croakily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb





















Croat

 
/ˈkrōat/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Croatian
 .











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Croatae

 (plural), from Serbian and Croatian 
Hrvat

 .






Croatia

 
/krōˈāSHə/





I.
 
a country in southeastern Europe, formerly a constituent republic of Yugoslavia; pop. 4,489,400 (est. 2009); capital, Zagreb; language, Croatian.

Croatian name Hrvatska
 .





Apart from a period of Turkish rule in the 16th–17th centuries, Croatia largely remained linked with Hungary until 1918, when it joined the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (later Yugoslavia). After a period during World War II as a Nazi puppet state (1941–45), it became part of Yugoslavia once more and remained a constituent republic until it declared itself independent in 1991. The secession of Croatia led to war between Croats and the Serb minority, and with Serbia; a ceasefire was called in 1992. Croatia joined the EU in 2013.






Croatian

 
/krōˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Croatia, or a person of Croatian descent.




2.
 
the South Slavic language of the Croats, almost identical to Serbian but written in the Roman alphabet.

See Serbo-Croat
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Croats or their language.













croc

 
/kräk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a crocodile.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





Croce, Benedetto

 
/ˈkrōCHā/






(1866–1952), Italian philosopher and politician. In his “Philosophy of Spirit,” he denied the physical reality of a work of art and identified philosophical endeavor with a methodological approach to history.









crochet

 
/krōˈSHā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a handicraft in which yarn is made up into a patterned fabric by looping yarn with a hooked needle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a crochet hook.










2.
 
crocheted fabric or items




•
 
the bikini is tiny, three triangles of cotton crochet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a garment or piece of fabric) using crochet




•
 
she had crocheted the shawl herself




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her mother had stopped crocheting.














III.
 
derivatives





crocheter

 
/-ˈSHāər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
croc

 ‘hook,’ from Old Norse 
krókr

 .





croci

 
/ˈkrōˌkī ˈkrōsī ˈkrōkē ˈkrōˌsē/






plural form of crocus
 .









crocidolite

 
/krōˈsidəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a fibrous blue or green mineral consisting of a silicate of iron and sodium.

Also called blue asbestos (see asbestos
 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
krokis

 , 
krokid-

 ‘nap of cloth’ + -lite
 .






crock1


 
/kräk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an earthenware pot or jar.




2.
 
a broken piece of earthenware.




3.
 
a thing that is considered to be complete nonsense.




•
 


‹vulgar slang›

 crock of shit.

















– origin

 Old English 
croc

 , 
crocca

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
krukka

 and probably to Dutch 
kruik

 and German 
Krug

 .






crock2


 
/kräk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




an old person who is feeble and useless.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 cause an injury to (a person or part of the body)




•
 
he crocked a shoulder.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Flemish, and probably related to crack
 . Originally a Scots term for an old ewe, it came in the late 19th cent. to denote an old or broken-down horse.





crocked

 
/kräkt/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 drunk




•
 
his party guests were pretty crocked.



















crockery

 
/ˈkräk(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




plates, dishes, cups, and other similar items, especially ones made of earthenware or china.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete 
crocker

 ‘potter,’ from crock
 1
 .





crocket

 
/ˈkräkət/





I.
 
noun




(in Gothic architecture) a small carved ornament, typically a bud or curled leaf, on the inclined side of a pinnacle or gable.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a curl or roll of hair): from Old Northern French, variant of Old French 
crochet

 (see crotchet
 ). The current sense dates from the late 17th cent., but 
crotchet

 was used in the same sense from late Middle English until the 19th cent.





Crockett, Davy

 
/ˈkräkit/






(1786–1836), US frontiersman, soldier, and politician; full name 
David Crockett

 . While a member of the House of Representatives 1827–35, he cultivated the image of a rough backwoods legislator. When he left politics, he returned to the frontier, where he fought for the cause of Texan independence. He was killed at the siege of the Alamo.









Crockpot

 
/ˈkräkpät/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a large electric cooking pot used to cook stews and other dishes slowly.













crocodile

 
/ˈkräkəˌdīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large predatory semiaquatic reptile with long jaws, long tail, short legs, and a horny textured skin, using submersion and stealth to approach prey unseen. The crocodile has been extensively hunted for its valuable skin.

[Family 
Crocodylidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Crocodylus

 , and several species.]




2.
 
leather made from crocodile skin, used especially to make bags and shoes.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a line of schoolchildren walking in pairs.











– origin

 Middle English 
cocodrille

 , 
cokadrill

 , from Old French 
cocodrille

 , via medieval Latin from Latin 
crocodilus

 , from Greek 
krokodilos

 ‘worm of the stones,’ from 
krokē

 ‘pebble’ + 
drilos

 ‘worm.’ The spelling was changed in the 16th cent. to conform with the Latin and Greek forms.






crocodile bird






noun




the Egyptian plover, which is said to feed on insects parasitic on crocodiles.













crocodile clip






noun




British term for alligator clip
 .













crocodile tears





I.
 
plural noun




tears or expressions of sorrow that are insincere.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: said to be so named from a belief that crocodiles wept while devouring or luring their prey.





crocodilian

 
/ˌkräkəˈdilēən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a large, predatory, semiaquatic reptile of an order that comprises the crocodiles, alligators, caimans, and gharial. Crocodilians are distinguished by long jaws, short legs, and a powerful tail.

[Order 
Crocodylia

 : three families.]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to crocodilians.













crocoite

 
/ˈkräkəˌwīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare, bright orange mineral consisting of lead chromate.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally as French 
crocoise

 , from Greek 
krokoeis

 ‘saffron-colored,’ from 
krokos

 ‘crocus.’ The spelling was altered to 
crocoisite

 , then 
crocoite

 .






crocus

 
/ˈkrōkəs/





I.
 
noun




a small, spring-flowering plant of the iris family, which grows from a corm and bears bright yellow, purple, or white flowers.

See also autumn crocus
 . [Genus 
Crocus

 , family 
Iridaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting saffron, obtained from a species of crocus): via Latin from Greek 
krokos

 , of Semitic origin and related to Hebrew 
karkōm

 and Arabic 
kurkum

 .





Croesus

 
/ˈkrēsəs/






(6th century 
BC

 ), last king of Lydia 
c.

 560–546 
BC

 . Renowned for his great wealth, he subjugated the Greek cities on the coast of Asia Minor before being overthrown by Cyrus the Great of Persia.









croft

 
/krôft /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small rented farm, especially one in Scotland, comprising a plot of arable land attached to a house and with a right of pasturage held in common with other such farms.




2.
 
an enclosed field used for tillage or pasture, typically attached to a house and worked by the occupier.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
farm (land) as a croft or crofts.








III.
 
derivatives





crofter

 
/ˈkrôftər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English: of unknown origin.





Crohn's disease

 
/ˈkrōnz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a chronic inflammatory disease of the intestines, especially the colon and ileum, associated with ulcers and fistulae.











– origin

 1930s: named after Burrill B. 
Crohn

 (1884–1983), American pathologist, who was among the first to describe it.





croissant

 
/k(r)wäˈsänt k(r)wäˈsäN/





I.
 
noun




a French crescent-shaped roll made of sweet flaky pastry, often eaten for breakfast.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French (see crescent
 ). The term had occasionally been recorded earlier as a variant of 
crescent

 .





Cro-Magnon man

 
/krō ˈmaɡnən, ˈmanyən/





I.
 
noun




the earliest form of modern human in Europe, associated with the Aurignacian flint industry. Their appearance 
c.

 35,000 years ago marked the beginning of the Upper Paleolithic and the apparent decline and disappearance of Neanderthal man; the group persisted at least into the Neolithic period.











– origin

 
Cro-Magnon

 , the name of a hill in the Dordogne, France, where remains were found in 1868.





crombec

 
/ˈkrämbek/





I.
 
noun




a small African warbler with a very short tail, and gray or green upper parts with rufous or white underparts.

[Genus 
Sylvietta

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : several species, in particular the 
crombec

 (
S. brachyura

 ).]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from Dutch 
krom

 ‘crooked’ + 
bek

 ‘beak.’





Crome, John

 
/krōm/






(1768–1821), English painter; founder and leading member of the Norwich School.









cromlech

 
/ˈkrämˌlek/






noun



1.
 
(in Wales) a megalithic tomb consisting of a large flat stone laid on upright ones.

[Welsh, from 
crom

 , feminine of 
crwm

 ‘arched’ + 
llech

 ‘flat stone.’]




2.
 
(in Brittany) a circle of standing stones.

[via French from Breton 
krommlec'h

 .]













Cromwell, Oliver

 
/ˈkrämwəl, ˈkrämˌwel/






(1599–1658), English general and statesman; lord protector of the Commonwealth 1653–58. He was the leader of the victorious Parliamentary forces (or Roundheads) in the English Civil War. As head of state, he instituted many puritan reforms in the Church of England. He was briefly succeeded by his son 
Richard

 (1626–1712), who was forced into exile in 1659.









Cromwell, Thomas






(
c.

 1485–1540), English statesman, chief minister to Henry VIII 1531–40. He presided over the king's divorce from Catherine of Aragon (1533) and his break with the Roman Catholic Church. He fell from favor over Henry's marriage to Anne of Cleves and was executed on a charge of treason.









Cromwellian

 
/ˌkrämˈwelēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of the Commonwealth 1653–8, in particular with reference to his puritanism




•
 
critics of the Cromwellian regime.



















crone

 
/krōn/





I.
 
noun




an old woman who is thin and ugly.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Middle Dutch 
croonje

 , 
caroonje

 ‘carcass, old ewe’ from Old Northern French 
caroigne

 ‘carrion, cantankerous woman’ (see carrion
 ).





Cronin, A. J.

 
/ˈkrōnən/






(1896–1981), Scottish novelist; full name 
Archibald Joseph Cronin

 . His novels, including 
The Citadel

 (1937), often reflect his early experiences as a doctor.









croning

 
/ˈkrōniNG/





I.
 
noun




(especially among feminists in the US and Australasia) a celebration or ceremony to honor older women.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
crone

 + 
crowning

 .





Cronkite, Walter

 
/ˈkräNGˌkīt, ˈkrän-/






(1916–2009), US television journalist; full name 
Walter Leland Cronkite, Jr

 . He anchored the 
CBS Evening News

 1962–81, ending each broadcast with “And that's the way it is.”









Cronus

 
/ˈkrōnəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›


 
Kronos






the supreme god until dethroned by Zeus. The youngest son of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth), Cronus overthrew and castrated his father and then married his sister Rhea. Because he was fated to be overcome by one of his male children, Cronus swallowed all of them as soon as they were born, but when Zeus was born, Rhea deceived him and hid the baby away.

Roman equivalent Saturn
 .










crony

 
/ˈkrōnē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a close friend or companion




•
 
he went gambling with his cronies.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally Cambridge University slang): from Greek 
khronios

 ‘long-lasting’ (here used to mean ‘contemporary’), from 
khronos

 ‘time.’ Compare with chum
 1
 .





crony capitalism






noun






‹derogatory›

 an economic system characterized by close, mutually advantageous relationships between business leaders and government officials




•
 
allegations of crony capitalism have plagued the government.



















cronyism

 
/ˈkrōnēˌizəm/






noun






‹derogatory›

 the appointment of friends and associates to positions of authority, without proper regard to their qualifications.













Cronyn, Hume

 
/ˈkrōnin/






(1911–2003), Canadian actor; full name 
Hume Blake Cronyn

 . He often teamed with his wife, Jessica Tandy, on the stage and also appeared in movies such as 
Sunrise at Campobello

 (1960), 
Cocoon

 (1985), and 
Batteries Not Included

 (1987).










crook

 
/kro͝ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hooked staff of a shepherd.




2.
 
a bishop's crozier.




3.
 
a bend in something, especially at the elbow in a person's arm




•
 
her head was cradled in 
the crook of

 Luke's left arm.










4.
 
a piece of extra tubing that can be fitted to a brass instrument to lower the pitch by a set interval.




5.
 
a metal tube on which the reed of some wind instruments (such as the bassoon) is set.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is dishonest or a criminal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend (something, especially a finger as a signal)




•
 
he crooked a finger for the waitress.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 (especially of a situation) bad, unpleasant, or unsatisfactory




•
 
it was pretty crook on the land in the early 1970s.










2.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person or a part of the body) unwell or injured




•
 
a crook knee.










3.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 dishonest; illegal




•
 
some pretty crook things went on there.














IV.
 
derivatives





crookery

 
/ˈkro͝okərē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘hooked tool or weapon’): from Old Norse 
krókr

 ‘hook.’ A noun sense ‘deceit, guile, trickery’ (compare with crooked
 ) was recorded in Middle English but was obsolete by the 17th cent.





Crook, George

 
/kro͝ok/






(1829–90), US army officer. He served during the Civil War and then fought against Indians in the northwest. He was defeated by Crazy Horse in 1876 but went on to fight against the Apaches under Geronimo 1882–85.









crookback

 
/ˈkro͝okbak/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person with a hunchback.








II.
 
derivatives





crookbacked

 
/ˈkro͝okbakt /






adjective






















crooked

 
/ˈkro͝okəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bent or twisted out of shape or out of place




•
 
his teeth were yellow and crooked.










2.
 


‹informal›

 dishonest or illegal




•
 
a crooked business deal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crookedly

 
/ˈkro͝okədlē /






adverb













2.
 
crookedness

 
/ˈkro͝okədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from crook
 , probably modeled on Old Norse 
krókóttr

 ‘crooked, cunning.’





crookneck

 
/ˈkro͝oknek /

 
crookneck squash






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a squash of a club-shaped variety with a curved neck and warty skin.













croon

 
/kro͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hum or sing in a soft, low voice, especially in a sentimental manner




•
 
she was crooning to the child




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the female vocalist crooned smoky blues into the microphone.










2.
 
say in a soft, low voice




•
 
“Goodbye, you lovely darling,” she crooned.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a soft, low voice or tone




•
 
he sang in a gentle, highly expressive croon.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally Scots and northern English): from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
krōnen

 ‘groan, lament.’ The use of 
croon

 in standard English was probably popularized by Robert Burns.





crooner

 
/ˈkro͞onər/






noun




a singer, typically a male one, who sings sentimental songs in a soft, low voice.














crop

 
/kräp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cultivated plant that is grown as food, especially a grain, fruit, or vegetable




•
 
the main crops were oats and barley.










2.
 
an amount of produce harvested at one time




•
 
a heavy crop of fruit.










3.
 
an abundance of something, especially a person's hair




•
 
he had a thick 
crop of

 wiry hair.










4.
 
the total number of young farm animals born in a particular year on one farm.




5.
 
a group or amount of related people or things appearing or occurring at one time




•
 
the current 
crop of

 politicians.










6.
 
the entire tanned hide of an animal.




7.
 
a hairstyle in which the hair is cut very short.




8.
 
short for riding crop
 .




9.
 
a pouch in a bird's gullet where food is stored or prepared for digestion.




10.
 
an organ resembling a bird's crop in an insect or earthworm.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something, especially a person's hair) very short


(as 
adj.

 
cropped

 )


•
 
cropped blond hair.










2.
 
(of an animal) bite off and eat the tops of (plants)




•
 
the horse was gratefully cropping the grass.










3.
 
cut the edges of (a photograph) in order to produce a better picture or to fit a given space.




4.
 
harvest (plants or their produce) from a particular area




•
 
hay would have been cropped several times through the summer.










5.
 
sow or plant (land) with plants that will produce food or fodder, especially on a large commercial scale




•
 
the southern areas are cropped in cotton




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cropped

 )
 
intensively cropped areas.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
crop out






(of rock) appear or be exposed at the surface of the earth.









2.
 
crop up






appear, occur, or come to one's notice unexpectedly




•
 
some urgent business had cropped up.





















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German 
Kropf

 . From Old English to the late 18th cent. there existed a sense ‘flower head, ear of corn,’ giving rise to 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun and senses referring to the top of something, whence 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun.





crop circle

 
/kräp ˈsərkəl/






noun




an area of standing crops that has been flattened in the form of a circle or more complex pattern. No general cause of crop circles has been identified although various natural and unorthodox explanations have been put forward; many of the circles are known to have been hoaxes.













crop dusting

 
/ˈkräp ˌdəstiNG/






noun




the spraying of powdered or liquid insecticide or fertilizer on crops, especially from the air.













crop-eared

 
/ˈkräpˌird/






adjective



1.
 


‹historical›

 (especially of an animal) having the tops of the ears cut off.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (especially of a Roundhead in the English Civil War) having the hair cut very short.













cropper

 
/ˈkräpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant that yields a crop of a specified kind or in a specified way




•
 
the white-fleshed varieties are the heaviest croppers.










2.
 
a machine or person that cuts or trims something, such as wool off a sheep or the pile of a carpet during manufacture.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a person who raises a crop, especially as a sharecropper.








II.
 
phrases





come a cropper





a.
 


‹informal›

 fall heavily.




b.
 
suffer a defeat or disaster




•
 
the club's challenge for the championship has come a cropper.























crop top

 
/ˈkräp ˌtäp/






noun




a woman's casual garment or undergarment for the upper body, cut short so that it reveals the stomach.













croquembouche

 
/ˌkräkəmˈbo͞oSH/





I.
 
noun




a decorative dessert consisting of cream puff pastry and crystallized fruit or other confectionery items arranged in a cone and held together by a caramel sauce.











– origin

 French, literally ‘crunch in the mouth.’





croque-monsieur

 
/ˌkrōkməˈsyœr, ˌkrōkməˈsyər/





I.
 
noun




a fried or grilled cheese and ham sandwich.











– origin

 French, literally ‘bite (a) man.’






croquet

 
/krōˈkā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game played on a lawn, in which colored wooden balls are driven through a series of wickets by means of mallets


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a croquet lawn.










2.
 
an act of croqueting a ball.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive away (an opponent's ball) by holding one's own ball against it and striking this with the mallet. A player is entitled to do this after their ball has struck an opponent's ball.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps a dialect form of French 
crochet

 ‘hook.’





croqueta

 
/krōˈkedə/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish cooking) a small ball or roll of minced meat or fish, fried in breadcrumbs




•
 
you have to try the chicken and ham croquetas.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘croquette.’





croquette

 
/krōˈket/





I.
 
noun




a small roll of chopped vegetables, meat, or fish, fried in breadcrumbs




•
 
a potato croquette.

















– origin

 French, from 
croquer

 ‘to crunch.’





crore

 
/krôr/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 ten million; one hundred lakhs, especially of rupees, units of measurement, or people.











– origin

 from Hindi 
karoṛ

 , based on Sanskrit 
koṭi

 ‘ten million.’





Crosby, Bing

 
/ˈkrôzbē/






(1903–77), US singer and actor; born 
Harry Lillis Crosby

 . His songs include 
“Pennies from Heaven,”

 
“Blue Skies,”

 and, in particular, 
“White Christmas”

 (introduced in the movie 
Holiday Inn

 , 1942), one of the best-selling songs of all time. He also starred in the series of 
Road

 movies from 1940 to 1962 with Bob Hope and 
Dorothy Lamour

 .










cross

 
/krôs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark, object, or figure formed by two short intersecting lines or pieces (+ or ×)




•
 
cut a cross in the bark with a sharp knife.










2.
 
a cross (×) used to show that something is incorrect or unsatisfactory.




3.
 
an upright post with a transverse bar, as used in antiquity for crucifixion.




4.
 
(
the Cross

 )
 — the cross on which Jesus was crucified.




5.
 
this, or a representation of it, as an emblem of Christianity




•
 
she wore a cross around her neck.










6.
 
a thing that is unavoidable and has to be endured




•
 
she's just a cross we have to bear.










7.
 
short for sign of the cross
 (see sign
 ).




8.
 
a staff surmounted by a cross carried in religious processions.




9.
 
a cross-shaped decoration awarded for personal valor or indicating rank in some orders of knighthood




•
 
the Military Cross.










10.
 
(
the Cross

 )
 — the constellation Southern Cross.

Also called crux
 .




11.
 
an animal or plant resulting from crossbreeding; a hybrid




•
 
a Devon and Holstein cross.










12.
 
(
a cross between

 )
 — a mixture or compromise of two things




•
 
the system is a cross between a monorail and a conventional railroad.










13.
 
a sideways or transverse movement or pass, in particular




14.
 


[Soccer]

 a pass of the ball across the field toward the center close to one's opponents' goal.




15.
 


[Boxing]

 a blow delivered across and over the opponent's lead




•
 
a right cross.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go or extend across or to the other side of (a path, road, stretch of water, or area)




•
 
he has crossed the Atlantic twice




•
 
two paths crossed the field




•
 


‹figurative›

 a shadow of apprehension crossed her face




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
crossed over

 the bridge.










2.
 
go across or climb over (an obstacle or boundary)




•
 
he attempted to cross the border into Jordan




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
crossed over

 a fence.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cross over

 )
 — (especially of an artist or an artistic style or work) begin to appeal to a different audience, especially a wider one




•
 
a talented animator who crossed over to live action.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pass in an opposite or different direction; intersect




•
 
the two lines cross at 90°.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (two things) to intersect




•
 
cross the cables in opposing directions.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place (something) crosswise




•
 
Michele sat back and crossed her arms.










7.
 
(of a letter) be sent before receipt of another from the person being written to




•
 
our letters crossed.










8.
 
draw a line or lines across; mark with a cross




•
 
cross the t's.










9.
 


(Brit.)

 mark or annotate (a check), typically by drawing a pair of parallel lines across it, to indicate that it must be paid into a named bank account.




10.
 
(
cross someone/something off

 )
 — delete a name or item on a list as being no longer required or involved




•
 
Liz crossed off the days on the calendar.










11.
 
(
cross something out

 )
 — delete an incorrect or inapplicable word or phrase by drawing a line through it.




12.
 
(
cross oneself

 )
 — (of a person) make the sign of the cross in front of one's chest as a sign of Christian reverence or to invoke divine protection.




13.
 


[Soccer]

 pass (the ball) across the field toward the center when attacking.




14.
 
cause (an animal of one species, breed, or variety) to interbreed with one of another species, breed, or variety




•
 
many animals of the breed were 
crossed with

 the closely related Guernsey




•
 


‹figurative›

 he behaved like an old regular officer 
crossed with

 a mathematician.










15.
 
cross-fertilize (a plant)




•
 
a hybrid tea was 
crossed with

 a polyantha rose.










16.
 
oppose or stand in the way of (someone)




•
 
no one dared cross him.














III.
 
adjective




annoyed




•
 
he seemed to be very cross about something.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at cross purposes






misunderstanding or having different aims from one another




•
 
we had been talking at cross purposes.















2.
 
cross one's fingers (or keep one's fingers crossed)





a.
 
put one finger across another as a sign of hoping for good luck.




b.
 
hope that someone or something will be successful.









3.
 
cross the floor








(Brit.)

 join the opposing side in Parliament.









4.
 
cross my heart (and hope to die)






used to emphasize the truthfulness and sincerity of what one is saying, and sometimes reinforced by making a sign of the cross over one's chest.









5.
 
cross one's mind






(of a thought) occur to one, especially transiently




•
 
it never crossed my mind to leave the tent and live in a house.















6.
 
cross someone's palm with silver








‹often humorous›

 pay someone for a favor or service, especially before having one's fortune told.









7.
 
cross someone's path






meet or encounter someone.









8.
 
cross swords






have an argument or dispute.









9.
 
get one's wires (or lines) crossed





a.
 
become wrongly connected by telephone.




b.
 
have a misunderstanding.









10.
 
the way of the Cross






see way
 .












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crosser






noun













2.
 
crossly

 
/ˈkrôslē ˈkräslē /






adverb













3.
 
crossness

 
/ˈkrôsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English (in the sense ‘monument in the form of a cross’): from Old Norse 
kross

 , from Old Irish 
cros

 , from Latin 
crux

 .





cross-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting movement or position across something




•
 
cross-channel.










2.
 
denoting interaction




•
 
cross-pollinate.










3.
 
passing from side to side; transverse




•
 
crosspiece.










4.
 
describing the form or figure of a cross




•
 
crossbones.

















– origin

 from cross
 .





crossable

 
/ˈkrôsəbəl/






adjective




(of a river or road) allowing safe, easy, or unobstructed access from one side to the other




•
 
in places the usually crossable river had become five feet deep.



















cross-assembler

 
/krôsəˈsemblər/






noun






[Computing]

 an assembler that can convert instructions into machine code for a computer other than that on which it is run.














crossbar

 
/ˈkrôsˌbär/






noun



1.
 
a horizontal bar fixed across another bar or between two upright bars, in particular




2.
 
(in sports) the bar between the two upright posts of a goal.




3.
 
the horizontal metal bar between the handlebars and saddle on a man's or boy's bicycle.













crossbeam

 
/ˈkrôsbēm/






noun




a transverse beam.














cross-bedding

 
/ˈkrôsˌbediNG/






noun






[Geology]

 layering within a stratum and at an angle to the main bedding plane.













crossbill

 
/ˈkrôsbil/






noun




a thickset finch with a crossed bill adapted for extracting seeds from the cones of conifers. The plumage is typically red in the male and olive green in the female.

[Genus 
Loxia

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : four species, in particular the widespread 
red crossbill

 (
L. curvirostra

 ).]













crossbones

 
/ˈkrôsˌbōnz ˈkräsˌbōnz/






noun




see skull and crossbones
 at skull
 .













cross-border






adjective




passing, occurring, or performed across a border between two countries




•
 
cross-border trade.



















crossbow

 
/ˈkrôsˌbō/





I.
 
noun




a medieval bow of a kind that is fixed across a wooden support and has a groove for the bolt and a mechanism for drawing and releasing the string.








II.
 
derivatives





crossbowman

 
/-ˌbōmən /






noun





















crossbreed

 
/ˈkrôsbrēd/





I.
 
noun




an animal or plant produced by mating or hybridizing two different species, breeds, or varieties


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a crossbreed Labrador.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce (an animal or plant) by crossbreeding


(as 
adj.

 
crossbred

 )


•
 
a crossbred puppy.










2.
 
hybridize (a breed, species, or variety) with another.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or plant) breed with a different breed, species, or variety.













cross-check





I.
 
verb

 — 
/kräsˈCHek /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
verify (figures or information) by using an alternative source or method




•
 
always try to cross-check your bearings




•
 (as 
noun

 
cross-checking

 )
 
no cross-checking has been done.










2.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 obstruct (an opponent) illegally with the stick held horizontally in both hands.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkräsCHek /



1.
 
an instance of verifying something by using an alternative source or method




•
 
as a cross-check, they were also asked to give their date of birth.










2.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 an illegal obstruction using the stick held horizontally in both hands.













cross-claim






noun






[Law]

 a claim brought by one defendant against another in the same proceeding.













cross-color

 
/ˌkrôsˈkələr/






noun




colored flashes of interference in a color television receiver caused by the misinterpretation of high-frequency luminance detail as color information.













cross-compiler

 
/ˌkrôskəmˈpīlər/






noun






[Computing]

 a compiler that can convert instructions into machine code or low level code for a computer other than that on which it is run.













cross-connection

 
/ˌkrôskəˈnekSH(ə)n/






noun




a connection made between two or more distinct things, typically parts of different networks or circuits.













cross-contamination

 
//





I.
 
noun




the process by which bacteria or other microorganisms are unintentionally transferred from one substance or object to another, with harmful effect.








II.
 
derivatives





cross-contaminate






verb





















cross-correlate

 
/ˌkrôsˈkôrəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compare (a sequence of data) against another.








II.
 
derivatives





cross-correlation

 
/ˌkrôsˌkôrəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun






















cross-country





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
across fields or countryside, as opposed to on roads or tracks




•
 
cross-country walking.










2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the sport of running, riding, or driving along a course in the countryside, as opposed to around a track.




3.
 
of, relating to, or denoting skiing over relatively flat or mountainous terrain, as opposed to skiing only downhill.




4.
 
across a region or country, in particular




5.
 
not keeping to main or direct roads, routes, or railroad lines




•
 
mine shafts camouflaged by vegetation have swallowed up more than one cross-country hiker




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
if you are traveling cross-country, choose where you walk with care.










6.
 


(chiefly US)

 traveling to many different parts of a country




•
 
a whirlwind cross-country tour.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cross-country race or competition.




2.
 
the sport of cross-country running, riding, skiing, or driving




•
 
skiing in the Rockies is a pleasant mix of downhill and cross-country.



















crosscourt

 
/ˈkrôskôrt/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(of a stroke in tennis and other racket sports) hit diagonally across the court


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a crosscourt volley.














II.
 
noun




a crosscourt stroke in tennis and other racket sports.














cross cousins






plural noun




first cousins who are children of a brother and sister.

Compare with parallel cousins
 .













cross-cultural






adjective




of or relating to different cultures or comparison between them




•
 
cross-cultural understanding.



















crosscurrent

 
/ˈkrôsˌkərənt/






noun



1.
 
a current in a river or sea that flows across another.




2.
 
a process or tendency that is in conflict with another




•
 
strong crosscurrents of debate.




















crosscut

 
/ˈkrôsˌkət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (wood or stone) across its main grain or axis.




2.
 
alternate (one sequence) with another when editing a movie.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a diagonal cut, especially one across the main grain or axis of wood or stone.




2.
 
short for crosscut saw
 .




3.
 


[Mining]

 a cutting made across the course of a vein or the general direction of the workings.




4.
 
an instance of alternating between two or more sequences when editing a movie.














crosscut saw

 
/ˈkrôsˌkət ˈkräsˌkət sô/






noun




a saw with a handle at each end, used by two people for cutting across the grain of timber.













cross-disciplinary

 
/krôsˈdisəpləˌnerē/






adjective




relating to or representing more than one branch of knowledge; interdisciplinary




•
 
a strong cross-disciplinary approach to research




•
 
a cross-disciplinary panel of scholars.



















cross-dress

 
/ˌkrôsˈdres/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wear clothing typical of the opposite sex.








II.
 
derivatives





cross-dresser

 
/ˌkrôsˈdresər /






noun






















crosse

 
/krôs kräs/





I.
 
noun




the stick used in lacrosse.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Old French 
croce

 ‘bishop's crook,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to crutch
 .





cross-examination

 
/ˌkrôsəɡˌzaməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the formal interrogation of a witness called by the other party in a court of law to challenge or extend testimony already given




•
 
he testified consistently under vigorous cross-examination




•
 
further cross-examinations on these questions would be required.










2.
 
aggressive or detailed questioning of someone




•
 
she is capable of facing tougher cross-examination in the political debates.




















cross-examine





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
question (a witness called by the other party) in a court of law to discredit or undercut testimony already given.

Compare with direct examination
 .




2.
 
question (someone) aggressively or in great detail




•
 
I was cross-examined over the breakfast table.














II.
 
derivatives





cross-examiner






noun





















cross-eyed






adjective




having one or both eyes turned inward toward the nose, either from focusing on something very close, through temporary loss of control of focus, or as a permanent condition (convergent strabismus).













cross-fade

 
/ˌkrôsˈfād/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in sound or movie editing) make a picture or sound appear or be heard gradually as another disappears or becomes silent.








II.
 
noun




an act or instance of cross-fading.













cross-fertilize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fertilize (a plant) using pollen from another plant of the same species.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of two plants) fertilize each other.




3.
 
stimulate the development of (something) with an exchange of ideas or information




•
 
sessions between the two groups cross-fertilize ideas and provide insights.














II.
 
derivatives





cross-fertilization

 
/ˈkrôs ˈˌfərdələˈzāSHən ˈkrôs ˈˌfərdəˌlīˈzāSHən ˈkräs ˈˌfərdələˈzāSHən ˈkräs ˈˌfərdəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















crossfire

 
/ˈkrôsˌfī(ə)r/






noun




gunfire from two or more directions passing through the same area




•
 
a photographer was killed in the crossfire




•
 


‹figurative›

 grape growers have been 
caught in the crossfire

 of the boycott.



















crossflow

 
/ˈkrôsflō/






noun




a type of engine cylinder head where the intake ports are on the opposite side of the engine from the exhaust ports.













cross-functional






adjective




denoting or relating to a system whereby people from different areas of an organization work together as a team




•
 
the need for a cross-functional approach to problem solving.



















cross-grain

 
/ˈkrôsˌɡrān/






adjective




running across the regular grain in timber




•
 
cross-grain swelling.



















cross-grained

 
/ˈkrôsˌɡrānd/






adjective



1.
 
(of timber) having a grain that runs across the regular grain.




2.
 
stubbornly contrary or bad-tempered




•
 
Bruce was a cross-grained and boastful individual.



















crosshairs

 
/ˈkrôsherz/






plural noun



1.
 
a pair of fine wires or lines crossing at right angles at the focus of an optical instrument or gun sight, for use in positioning, aiming, or measuring.




2.
 
a representation of crosshairs on a computer screen.













crosshatch

 
/ˈkrôsˌhaCH ˈkräsˌhaCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
crosshatching

 )


1.
 
(in drawing or graphics) shade (an area) with intersecting sets of parallel lines.













crosshead

 
/ˈkrôsˌhed/






noun




a bar or block between the piston rod and connecting rod in a steam engine.













cross-ice






adjective, adverb




(especially in ice hockey) across the ice


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
he made a great cross-ice pass to Sharp for a power-play goal




•
 
I didn’t stay long enough to make the popular cross-ice trek from Meyers Beach




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he'll go cross-ice and get picked off inside the blue line.



















cross index





I.
 
noun




a note or cross reference in a book or list that refers the reader to other material.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
index (something) under another heading as a cross reference


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a cross-indexed file.



















cross infection






noun




the transfer of infection, especially to a hospital patient with a different infection or between different species of animal or plant.













crossing

 
/ˈkrôsiNG/






noun



1.
 
a place where two roads, two railroad lines, or a road and a railroad line cross.




2.
 
the action of moving across or over something




•
 
the crossing of the Pyrenees.










3.
 
a journey across water in a ship




•
 
a short ferry crossing.










4.
 
a place at which one may safely cross something, especially a street.




5.
 
a place at which one can cross a border between countries.




6.
 


[Architecture]

 the intersection of a church nave and the transepts.




7.
 
crossbreeding.













crossing guard






noun




a person whose job it is to help pedestrians, especially schoolchildren, to cross intersections safely.













crossing over

 
/ˈkrôsiNG ˈkräsiNG ˈōvər/






noun






[Genetics]

 the exchange of genes between homologous chromosomes, resulting in a mixture of parental characteristics in offspring.













cross-legged

 
/ˈkrôsˌleɡ(ə)d/






adjective, adverb




(of a seated person) with the legs crossed at the ankles and the knees bent outward


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
John sat cross-legged on the floor.



















cross-license





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give one party a license to use (patented or copyright material) in return for a similar license




•
 
the two companies have agreed to cross-license their intellectual property.














II.
 
adjective




involving or effected by cross-licensing




•
 
a ten-year patent cross-license agreement.



















crosslight

 
/ˈkrôslīt/






noun




a light positioned to illuminate the parts of a photographic subject that the main lighting leaves in shade.













cross-link

 
/ˈkrôsˌliNGk/





I.
 
noun




a chemical bond between different chains of atoms in a polymer or other complex molecule.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become linked with a chemical cross-link.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — connect (something) by a series of transverse links.








III.
 
derivatives





cross-linkage

 
/ˈkrôsˌliNGkij /






noun





















crossmatch

 
/ˈkrôsˌmaCH /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
crossmatching

 )


1.
 
test the compatibility of (a donor's and a recipient's blood or tissue).








II.
 
noun




an instance of crossmatching.













crossmember

 
/ˈkrôsˌmembər/






noun




a transverse structural piece that adds support to a motor-vehicle chassis or other construction.













cross of Lorraine






noun




another term for Lorraine cross
 .













crossopterygian

 
/ˌkrôˌsäptəˈrijēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a lobe-finned fish, such as the coelacanth.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to crossopterygian fishes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Crossopterygii

 , from Greek 
krossos

 ‘tassel’ + 
pterux

 , 
pterug-

 ‘fin.’





crossover

 
/ˈkrôsˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
a point or place of crossing from one side to the other.




2.
 
a short length of track joining two adjacent railroad lines.




3.
 
the process of achieving success in a different field or style, especially in popular music


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a jazz-classical crossover album.










4.
 
a person who votes for a candidate in a different political party than the one they usually support


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
crossover votes.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting trials of medical treatment in which experimental subjects and control groups are exchanged after a set period




•
 
a crossover study.



















crossover distortion






noun






[Electronics]

 distortion occurring where a signal changes from positive to negative or vice versa.













crossover network

 
/ˈkrôsˌōvər ˈkräsˌōvər ˈnetˌwərk/






noun




a filter in a loudspeaker unit that divides the signal and delivers different parts to bass and treble speakers.













cross-ownership

 
/ˌkrôsˈōnərˌSHip/






noun




the ownership by one corporation of different companies with related interests or commercial aims.













cross-party

 
/krôsˈpärdē/





I.
 
adjective




involving or relating to two or more political parties.











usage:

 Although it appears occasionally in American writing to denote cooperation between the two main political parties, the term 
cross-party

 does not compete very effectively with the default term 
bipartisan

 . 
Cross-party

 is far more common in other English dialects, and in American English to describe political cooperation in other countries.





crosspatch

 
/ˈkrôsˌpaCH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a bad-tempered person.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the adjective cross
 + obsolete 
patch

 ‘fool, clown,’ perhaps from Italian 
pazzo

 ‘madman.’





cross peen

 
cross pein






noun




a hammer having a peen that lies crossways to the length of the shaft.













crosspiece

 
/ˈkrôsˌpēs ˈkräsˌpēs/






noun




a beam or bar fixed or placed across something else.













cross-platform






adjective






[Computing]

 able to be used on different types of computers or with different software packages




•
 
a cross-platform game.



















cross-pollinate






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pollinate (a flower or plant) with pollen from another flower or plant.













cross-pollination

 
/ˌkrôsˌpôləˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




pollination of a flower or plant with pollen from another flower or plant




•
 
contamination could happen from cross-pollination during harvest.



















cross-post

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
post (a message, link, image, etc.) to more than one online location such as a blog, social media website, or forum




•
 
the app is set up so that you can easily cross-post your item on Craigslist.














II.
 
noun




a message, link, image, etc., that has been posted to more than one online location




•
 
this is a cross post from my personal blog.



















cross-posting

 
/ˌkrôsˈpōstiNG/






noun




the postinɡ of a message, link, image, etc., to more than one online location




•
 
I'm a fan of cross-posting, and consider it just another way in which people can reach a broad audience




•
 
abusive cross-postings have become a serious problem.



















cross-pressure

 
/ˌkrôsˈpreSHər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 expose (someone) to different, incompatible opinions




•
 
the executive has been cross-pressured by the interests of the states and the electorate.



















cross product






noun




another term for vector product
 .













cross promotion





I.
 
noun




the cooperative marketing by two or more companies of one another's products.








II.
 
derivatives





cross-promote






verb





















cross-question






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
question (someone) in great detail; cross-examine




•
 
it seemed ungrateful to cross-question him




•
 (as 
noun

 
cross-questioning

 )
 
the cross-questioning of Lopez.



















cross-rate






noun






[Finance]

 an exchange rate between two currencies computed by reference to a third currency, usually the US dollar.













cross-reaction

 
/ˌkrôsrēˈakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the reaction of an antibody with an antigen other than the one that gave rise to it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cross-react






verb













2.
 
cross-reactive






adjective













3.
 
cross-reactivity






noun





















cross-refer






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a text) refer to another text or part of a text, typically in order to elaborate on a point




•
 
the database 
cross-refers to

 the printed book.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — refer (someone) to another text




•
 
the entry cross-refers readers to “Style.”










3.
 
(of a person) follow a cross reference from one part of a text to another, or one text to another




•
 
students should be shown how to cross-refer between texts.



















cross reference





I.
 
noun




a reference to another text or part of a text, typically given in order to elaborate on a point.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be cross-referenced

 )


1.
 
provide with cross references to another text or part of a text




•
 
entries are fully cross-referenced.



















cross-rhythm

 
/ˈkrôsˌriT͟Həm/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a rhythm used simultaneously with another rhythm or rhythms.




2.
 


[Music]

 the use of two or more rhythms simultaneously.













crossroads

 
/ˈkrôsˌrōdz/






noun



1.
 
an intersection of two or more roads.




2.
 
a point at which a crucial decision must be made that will have far-reaching consequences




•
 
we stand again 
at a

 historic 
crossroads

 .










3.
 
(
crossroad

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a road that crosses a main road or joins two main roads.













crossruff

 
/ˈkrôsˌrəf, -ˈrəf/





I.
 
noun




a sequence of play in bridge or whist in which partners alternately trump each other's leads.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alternately trump particular suits in bridge or whist.













cross section





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surface or shape that is or would be exposed by making a straight cut through something, especially at right angles to an axis




•
 
the cross section of an octahedron is a square




•
 


in cross section

 the sailfish's body looks like a tapering spear.










2.
 
a thin strip of organic tissue or other material removed by making two straight parallel cuts through it.




3.
 
a diagram representing what a cross section would reveal.




4.
 
a typical or representative sample of a larger group, especially of people




•
 
a cross section of our senior managers.










5.
 


[Physics]

 a quantity having the dimensions of an area which expresses the probability of a given interaction between particles.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a cross section of (something)


(as 
noun

 
cross-sectioning

 )


•
 
complex triangular terrain models for contour cross-sectioning.



















cross-sectional

 
/ˌkrôsˈsekSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
exposed by making a straight cut through a solid form, especially at right angles to an axis




•
 
the cross-sectional area of the wood.










2.
 
constituting a typical or representative sample of a larger group




•
 
a cross-sectional survey of high school students.



















cross-sell

 
/ˈkrôsˌsel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell (a different product or service) to an existing customer




•
 
their database is used to cross-sell financial services.



















cross-slide

 
/ˈkrôsˌslīd/






noun




a sliding part on a lathe or planing machine that is supported by the saddle and carries the tool in a direction at right angles to the bed of the machine.













cross-stitch

 

‹Needlework›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stitch formed of two stitches crossing each other.




2.
 
needlework done using cross-stitches.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew or embroider using cross-stitches


(as 
adj.

 
cross-stitched

 )


•
 
a cross-stitched pillow.



















cross street






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a street crossing another or connecting two streets.













cross-subsidize

 
/ˌkrôsˈsəbsəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subsidize (a business or activity) out of the profits of another business or activity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cross-subsidization






noun













2.
 
cross-subsidy

 
/ˌkrôsˈsəbsədē /






noun





















crosstalk

 
/ˈkrôsˌtôk ˈkräsˌtôk/






noun



1.
 
unwanted transfer of signals between communication channels.




2.
 
casual conversation.













crosstie

 
/ˈkrôstī/






noun






(US)

 a wooden or concrete beam laid transversely under the rails of a railroad track to support it.













cross-tolerance






noun




resistance to the effects of a substance because of exposure to a pharmacologically similar substance




•
 
cross-tolerance of barbiturates with alcohol was observed.



















crosstown

 
/ˈkrôsˌtoun/






adjective, adverb




running or leading across a town


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the crosstown traffic




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she drove us crosstown.



















cross-train

 
/ˌkrôsˈtrān/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
learn another skill, especially one related to one's current job.













cross-training






noun




training in two or more sports in order to improve fitness and performance, especially in a main sport.













crosstrees

 
/ˈkrôstrēz/






plural noun




a pair of horizontal struts attached to a sailing ship's mast to spread the rigging, especially at the head of a topmast.













cross vault






noun




a vault formed by the intersection of two or more vaults.














crosswalk

 
/ˈkrôsˌwôk/






noun




a marked part of a road where pedestrians have right of way to cross.













crossways

 
/ˈkrôswāz/






adverb




another term for crosswise
 .













crosswind

 
/ˈkrôsˌwind/






noun




a wind blowing across one's direction of travel.














crosswise

 
/ˈkrôsˌwīz/






adverb



1.
 
in the form of a cross




•
 
their arms were held out crosswise.










2.
 
diagonally; transversely




•
 
wash the potatoes and halve them crosswise.



















crossword

 
/ˈkrôswərd /

 
crossword puzzle





I.
 
noun




a puzzle consisting of a grid of squares and blanks into which words crossing vertically and horizontally are written according to clues.











– origin

 said to have been invented by the journalist Arthur Wynne, whose puzzle (called a “word-cross”) appeared in a Sunday newspaper, the 
New York World

 , on December 21, 1913.





crostata

 
/krəˈstädə/





I.
 
noun




an open-faced fruit tart, often with a decorative lattice top




•
 
an apple crostata was served warm with a scoop of vanilla gelato.

















– origin

 Italian.





crostini

 
/krəˈstēnē/





I.
 
plural noun




small pieces of toasted or fried bread served with a topping as an appetizer or canapé.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
crostino

 ‘little crust.’





crotale

 
/ˈkrōˌtäl, ˈkrōtl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
crotales

 )


1.
 
a small tuned cymbal.











– origin

 1930s: French, from Latin 
crotalum

 , denoting an ancient type of castanet, from Greek 
krotalon

 .






crotch

 
/kräCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the human body between the legs where they join the torso.




2.
 
the part of a garment that passes between the legs.




3.
 
a fork in a tree, road, or river.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an agricultural or garden fork, also a crutch): perhaps related to Old French 
croche

 ‘crozier, shepherd's crook,’ based on Old Norse 
krókr

 ‘hook’; partly also a variant of crutch
 .






crotchet

 
/ˈkräCHət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a quarter note.




2.
 
a perverse or unfounded belief or notion




•
 
the natural crotchets of inveterate bachelors.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘hook’): from Old French 
crochet

 , diminutive of 
croc

 ‘hook,’ from Old Norse 
krókr

 .





crotchety

 
/ˈkräCHədē/





I.
 
adjective




irritable




•
 
he was tired and crotchety.














II.
 
derivatives





crotchetiness






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from of crotchet
 + -y
 1
 .





crotchless

 
/ˈkräCHləs/






adjective




(of a garment) having a hole cut so as to leave the genitals uncovered.













croton

 
/ˈkrōtn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong-scented tree, shrub, or herbaceous plant of the spurge family, native to tropical and warm regions. Several kinds yield timber and other commercially important products.

[Genus 
Croton

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 : numerous species, including 
C. laccifer

 , the host plant for the lac insect.]




2.
 
a small evergreen tree or shrub of the Indo-Pacific region, which is grown for its colorful ornamental foliage.

[Genus 
Codiaeum

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. variegatum

 , many varieties of which are popular houseplants.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
krotōn

 ‘sheep tick’ (from the shape of the seeds of the croton 
sense

 1).





croton oil






noun




a foul-smelling oil, formerly used as a purgative, obtained from the seeds of a tropical Asian croton tree.

[The tree is 
Croton tiglium

 (family 
Euphorbiaceae

 ).]













Croton River

 
/ˌkrōtn ˈrivər/






a short river in eastern New York that flows into the Hudson River. It was dammed to form part of New York City's water system.









crottin

 
/ˈkrätäN/





I.
 
noun




a small, round cheese made from goat's milk.











– origin

 French, literally ‘piece of horse dung.’





crottle

 
/ˈkrädl /

 
crotal





I.
 
noun




a common lichen found on rocks, used in Scotland to make a golden-brown or reddish-brown dye for staining wool for making tweed.

[
Parmelia saxatilis

 (order 
Parmeliales

 ) and other species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
crotal

 , 
crotan

 .






crouch

 
/krouCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adopt a position where the knees are bent and the upper body is brought forward and down, sometimes to avoid detection or to defend oneself




•
 
we 
crouched down

 in the trench




•
 (
be crouched

 )
 
Leo was crouched before the fire.










2.
 
(
crouch over

 )
 — bend over and forward with knees bent so as to be close to (someone or something)




•
 
she was crouching over some flower bed.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a crouching stance or posture.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
crochir

 ‘be bent,’ from 
croche

 (see crotch
 ).





croup1


 
/kro͞op/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the larynx and trachea in children, associated with infection and causing breathing difficulties.








II.
 
derivatives





croupy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from dialect 
croup

 ‘to croak,’ of imitative origin.






croup2


 
/kro͞op/





I.
 
noun




the rump or hindquarters, especially of a horse.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
croupe

 , ultimately of Germanic origin and related to crop
 .






croupier

 
/ˈkro͞opēˌā ˈkro͞opēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the person in charge of a gaming table, gathering in and paying out money or tokens.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the assistant chairman at a public dinner, seated at the lower end of the table.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a person standing behind a gambler to give advice): French, from Old French 
cropier

 ‘pillion rider, rider on the croup,’ related to Old French 
croupe

 (see croup
 2
 ). Compare with crupper
 .





croustade

 
/kro͞oˈstäd/





I.
 
noun




a crisp piece of bread or pastry hollowed to receive a savory filling.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
crouste

 or Italian 
crostata

 ‘tart’ (from 
crosta

 ‘crust’).





croute

 
/kro͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a piece of toasted bread on which savory snacks can be served.

See also en croute
 .











– origin

 French 
croûte

 (see crust
 ).





crouton

 
/ˈkro͞oˌtän kro͞oˈtän/





I.
 
noun




a small piece of fried or toasted bread served with soup or used as a garnish.











– origin

 from French 
croûton

 , from 
croûte

 (see crust
 ).






crow1


 
/krō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large perching bird with mostly glossy black plumage, a heavy bill, and a raucous voice.

[Genus 
Corvus

 , family 
Corvidae

 (the
crow family

 ): several species, including the
American crow

 (
C. brachyrhynchos

 ) and the
carrion crow

 (
C. corone

 ). The crow family also includes the ravens, jays, magpies, choughs, and nutcrackers.]




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a woman, especially an old or ugly one.




3.
 
(
the Crow

 )
 — the constellation Corvus.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as the crow flies






in a straight line




•
 
Easingwold was 22 miles away as the crow flies.















2.
 
eat crow








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be humiliated by having to admit one's defeats or mistakes.















– origin

 Old English 
crāwe

 ; related to Dutch 
kraai

 and German 
Krähe

 , also to crow
 2
 .






crow2


 
/krō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cock) utter its characteristic loud cry.




2.
 
(of a person) make a sound expressing a feeling of happiness or triumph




•
 
Ruby crowed with delight.










3.
 
say something in a tone of gloating satisfaction




•
 
avoid crowing about your success




•
 
“I knew you'd be back,” she crowed.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the cry of a cock.




2.
 
a sound made by a person expressing triumph or happiness




•
 
she gave a little crow of triumph.

















– origin

 Old English 
crāwan

 ; related to German 
krähen

 , also to crow
 1
 ; ultimately imitative.





Crow

 
/krō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people inhabiting eastern Montana.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Crow.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Crow or their language.











– origin

 suggested by French 
(gens des) corbeaux

 ‘(people of the) crows,’ translating Siouan 
apsáaloke

 ‘crow people.’





crowbait

 
/ˈkrōˌbāt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an old horse.













crowbar

 
/ˈkrōˌbär/





I.
 
noun




an iron bar with a flattened end, used as a lever.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
use a crowbar to open (something)




•
 
he crowbarred the box open.



















crowberry

 
/ˈkrōˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a creeping heatherlike dwarf shrub with small, needle-shaped leaves and black or reddish berries.

[Genus 
Empetrum

 , family 
Empetraceae

 : several species, in particular the
black crowberry

 (
E. nigrum

 ), with pea-sized black berries.]




2.
 
the edible but flavorless berry of the crowberry plant.














crowd

 
/kroud/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large number of people gathered together, typically in a disorganized or unruly way




•
 
a huge crowd gathered in the street outside.










2.
 
an audience




•
 
a 
crowd of

 500 filled the synagogue.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a group of people who are linked by a common interest or activity




•
 
I've broken away from that whole junkie crowd.










4.
 
(
the crowd

 )
 — the mass or multitude of people, especially those considered to be drearily ordinary or anonymous




•
 
make yourself 
stand out from the crowd

 .










5.
 
a large number of things regarded collectively




•
 
the 
crowd of

 tall buildings.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a number of people) fill (a space) almost completely, leaving little or no room for movement




•
 
the dance floor was crowded with revelers.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
crowd into

 )
 — (of a number of people) move into (a space, especially one that seems too small)




•
 
they crowded into the cockpit.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
crowd around

 )
 — (of a group of people) form a tightly packed mass around (someone or something)




•
 
photographers crowded around him.










4.
 
move too close to (someone)




•
 
don't crowd her, she needs air.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batter) stand very close to (the plate) when batting.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
crowd in on

 )
 — overwhelm and preoccupy (someone)




•
 
as demands crowd in on you it becomes difficult to keep things in perspective.










7.
 
(
crowd someone/something out

 )
 — exclude someone or something by taking their place




•
 
grass invading the canyon has crowded out native plants.

















– origin

 Old English 
crūdan

 ‘press, hasten,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kruien

 ‘push in a wheelbarrow.’ In Middle English the senses ‘move by pushing’ and ‘push one's way’ arose, leading to the sense ‘congregate,’ and hence (mid 16th cent.) to the noun.





crowded

 
/ˈkroudəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a space) full of people, leaving little or no room for movement; packed




•
 
a very crowded room




•
 
the crowded streets of Manhattan.














II.
 
derivatives





crowdedness






noun





















crowdfund

 
/ˈkroudˌfənd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fund (a project or venture) by raising money from a large number of people who each contribute a relatively small amount, typically via the Internet




•
 
he's launched a campaign to crowdfund the first album he'll record under his own name




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crowdfunded

 )
 
a crowdfunded movie.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from crowd
 + fund
 , on the pattern of crowdsource
 .





crowdfunding

 
/ˈkroudˌfəndiNG/






noun




the practice of funding a project or venture by raising many small amounts of money from a large number of people, typically via the Internet.




•
 
musicians, filmmakers, and artists have successfully raised funds and fostered awareness through crowdfunding.



















crowdie

 
/ˈkroudē /

 
crowdy





I.
 
noun




a soft Scottish cheese made from buttermilk or sour milk.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from crud
 + -ie
 .





crowd-pleaser

 
//






noun




a person or thing with great popular appeal.













crowd-pleasing

 
/ˈkroudˌplēzər/






adjective




very popular and appealing




•
 
a string of crowd-pleasing movies.



















crowd-puller

 
/ˈkroud ˌpo͝olər/






noun






‹informal›

 an event, person, or thing that attracts a large audience.














crowdsource

 
/ˈkroudˌsôrs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain (information or input into a particular task or project) by enlisting the services of a large number of people, either paid or unpaid, typically via the Internet




•
 
she crowdsourced advice on album art.



















crowdsourcing

 
/ˈkroudˌsôrsiNG/






noun




the practice of obtaining information or input into a task or project by enlisting the services of a large number of people, either paid or unpaid, typically via the Internet




•
 
crowdsourcing is less expensive than hiring a professional translator




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
data scientists were among the earliest and most enthusiastic users of crowdsourcing services.



















crowd-surfing





I.
 
noun




the activity of being passed in a prone position over the heads of the audience at a rock concert, typically after having jumped from the stage.








II.
 
derivatives





crowd-surf






verb





















crowfoot

 
/ˈkrōfo͝ot/






noun




a herbaceous plant related to the buttercups, typically having lobed or divided leaves and white or yellow flowers. Many kinds are aquatic with flowers held above the water.

[Genus 
Ranunculus

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : many species, in particular the European
water crowfoot

 (
R. aquatilis

 ).]













crow hop






noun



1.
 
a short jump with both feet together.




2.
 
a jump by a horse with its back arched and its legs stiffened.




3.
 
in diving, a generally unlawful movement in which the diver's feet leave the springboard before the execution of the dive.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 a movement in which the fielder's momentum is enhanced through a quick pivot and step.














crown

 
/kroun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular ornamental headdress worn by a monarch as a symbol of authority, usually made of or decorated with precious metals and jewels.




2.
 
(
the Crown

 )
 — the reigning monarch, representing a country's government




•
 
their loyalty to the Church came before their loyalty to the Crown.










3.
 
(usu. 
the Crown

 )
 — the power or authority residing in the monarchy




•
 
they claimed immunity on behalf of the Crown.










4.
 
an ornament, emblem, or badge shaped like a crown.




5.
 
a wreath of leaves or flowers, especially that worn as an emblem of victory in ancient Greece or Rome.




6.
 
an award or distinction gained by a victory or achievement, especially in sports




•
 
the world heavyweight crown.










7.
 
the top or highest part of something




•
 
the crown of the hill.










8.
 
the top part of a person's head or a hat.




9.
 
the part of a plant just above and below the ground from which the roots and shoots branch out.




10.
 
the upper branching or spreading part of a tree or other plant.




11.
 
the upper part of a cut gem, above the girdle.




12.
 
the part of a tooth projecting from the gum.




13.
 
an artificial replacement or covering for the upper part of a tooth.




14.
 
the point of an anchor at which the arms reach the shaft.




15.
 
(also 
crown piece

 )
 — a British coin with a face value of five shillings or 25 pence, now minted only for commemorative purposes.




16.
 
a foreign coin with a name meaning ‘crown,’ especially the krona or krone.




17.
 
(in full 
metric crown

 )
 — a paper size, now standardized at 384 × 504 mm.




18.
 
(in full 
crown octavo

 )
 — a book size, now standardized at 186 × 123 mm.




19.
 
(in full 
crown quarto

 )
 — a book size, now standardized at 246 × 189 mm.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be crowned

 )
 — ceremonially place a crown on the head of (someone) in order to invest them as a monarch




•
 
he went to Rome to be crowned




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
she was crowned queen in 1953.










2.
 
[with 
obj

 and 
complement

 ]
 — declare or acknowledge (someone) as the best, especially at a sport




•
 
he was crowned world champion last September.










3.
 
(in checkers) promote (a piece) to king by placing another on top of it.




4.
 
rest on or form the top of




•
 
the distant knoll was crowned with trees.










5.
 
fit a crown to (a tooth).




6.
 


‹informal›

 hit on the head




•
 
she contained the urge to crown him.










7.
 
be the triumphant culmination of (an effort or endeavor, especially a prolonged one)




•
 
years of struggle were crowned by a state visit to Paris




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crowning

 )
 
the crowning moment of a worthy career.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a baby's head during labor) fully appear in the vaginal opening prior to emerging.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
crowning glory





a.
 
the best and most notable aspect of something




•
 
the scene is the crowning glory of this marvelously entertaining show.










b.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 a person's hair.









2.
 
to crown it all






as the final event in a series of particularly fortunate or unfortunate events




•
 
it was cold and raining, and, to crown it all, we had to walk home.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
corune

 (noun), 
coruner

 (verb), Old French 
corone

 (noun), 
coroner

 (verb), from Latin 
corona

 ‘wreath, chaplet.’





Crown attorney






noun




In Canada, a government prosecutor in criminal cases.













Crown Colony

 
/kroun ˈkälənē/






a British colony whose legislature and administration is controlled by the Crown, represented by a governor.









Crown corporation






noun




(in Canada) a corporation owned by the federal or provincial government




•
 
questions were raised about accountability, financial management, and transparency at Crown corporations.



















Crown Derby






noun




a kind of soft-paste porcelain made at Derby, England, and often marked with a crown above the letter “D.”













crowned crane






noun




an African crane with a yellowish bristly crest, a mainly black or dark gray body, much white on the wings, and pink and white cheeks.

[Genus 
Balearica

 , family 
Gruidae

 : two species, in particular the 
crowned crane

 (
B. pavonina

 ).]













crowned head

 
/ˌkround ˈhed/






noun

 — (usu. 
crowned heads

 )


1.
 
a king or queen.













crowned pigeon






noun




the largest known pigeon, which has mainly bluish plumage and a tall, erect crest, and is found in New Guinea.

[Genus 
Goura

 , family 
Columbidae

 : three species, including the
Victoria crowned pigeon

 (
G. victoria

 ).]













crown ether






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of organic compounds whose molecules are large rings containing a number of ether linkages.













crown fire






noun




a forest fire that spreads from treetop to treetop.













crown gall






noun



1.
 
a bacterial disease of plants, especially fruit bushes and trees, that is characterized by large tumorlike galls on the roots and lower trunk.

[This disease is caused by the soil bacterium 
Agrobacterium tumefaciens

 .]




2.
 
a large tumorlike gall caused by crown gall disease.













crown glass






noun




glass made without lead or iron, originally in a circular sheet. Formerly used in windows, it is now used as optical glass of low refractive index.













Crown Heights






a neighborhood in northern Brooklyn in New York City, noted for its West Indian and Orthodox Jewish communities.









crown imperial






noun




an Asian fritillary (plant) with a cluster of bell-like flowers at the top of a tall, largely bare stem.

[
Fritillaria imperialis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













crown jewel






noun



1.
 
(
Crown Jewels

 )
 — the crown and other ornaments and jewelry worn or carried by the sovereign on certain state occasions




•
 
the Crown Jewels of the British monarchy.










2.
 
a particularly valuable or prized possession or asset




•
 
one of Istanbul's architectural crown jewels




•
 
he is under pressure to sell the crown jewel of his retail empire.










3.
 
(
crown jewels

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 a man's genitals.













Crown land

 
/kroun land/






noun

 — (also 
Crown lands

 )


1.
 
land belonging to the British Crown.




2.
 
land belonging to the state in some parts of the Commonwealth.













crown lens






noun




a lens made of crown glass and usu. forming one component of an achromatic lens.













crown molding






noun






(US)

 another term for cornice
 (
sense

 1).














crown of thorns





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
crown-of-thorns-starfish

 )
 — a large spiky starfish of the tropical Indo-Pacific, feeding on coral and sometimes causing great damage to reefs.

[
Acanthaster planci

 , class 
Asteroidea

 .]




2.
 
a Madagascan shrub of the spurge family, with bright red flowers and many slender thorns. It is a popular houseplant and is sometimes used for hedges in the tropics.

[
Euphorbia milii

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]




3.
 
any of a number of other thorny plants, especially Christ's thorn.











– origin

 by association with Christ's crown of thorns.





Crown Point






a resort town in northeastern New York, on Lake Champlain, scene of much military action during the 18th century.









crown prince






noun




(in some countries) a male heir to a throne.













crown princess






noun



1.
 
the wife of a crown prince.




2.
 
(in some countries) a female heir to a throne.













crown roast

 
/ˌkroun ˈrōst/






noun




a roast of rib pieces of pork or lamb arranged like a crown in a circle with the bones pointing upward.













crown saw






noun




another term for hole saw
 .













crown wheel

 
/ˈkroun ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a gearwheel or cogwheel with teeth that project from the face of the wheel at right angles, used especially in the gears of motor vehicles.













crow-pheasant

 
/ˈkrōˌfez(ə)nt/






noun




a coucal, especially the greater coucal, which has black plumage with chestnut wings and back and is found in southern Asia.

[Genus 
Centropus

 , family 
Cuculidae

 , esp. 
C. sinensis

 .]













crow's foot






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
crow's feet

 )
 — a branching wrinkle at the outer corner of a person's eye.




2.
 
a mark, symbol, or design formed of lines diverging from a point, resembling a bird's footprint.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a caltrop.













crow's nest






noun




a shelter or platform fixed near the top of the mast of a vessel as a place for a lookout to stand.














crow steps





I.
 
plural noun




another term for corbiesteps
 .








II.
 
derivatives





crow-stepped






adjective





















croze

 
/krōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a groove at the end of a cask or barrel to receive the edge of the head.




2.
 
a cooper's tool for making croze grooves.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from French 
creux

 , 
creuse

 ‘hollow.’





Crozet Islands

 
/krōˈzā ˌīləndz/






a group of five small islands in the southern Indian Ocean, under French administration.









crozier

 
/ˈkrōZHər /

 
crosier





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hooked staff carried by a bishop as a symbol of pastoral office.




2.
 
the curled top of a young fern.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting the person who carried a processional cross in front of an archbishop): partly from Old French 
croisier

 ‘cross bearer,’ from 
crois

 ‘cross,’ based on Latin 
crux

 ; reinforced by Old French 
crocier

 ‘bearer of a bishop's crook,’ from 
croce

 (see crosse
 ).





CRT






abbreviation




cathode ray tube.













cru

 
/kro͞o, krY/





I.
 
noun




(in France) a vineyard or group of vineyards, especially one of recognized quality.

See also grand cru
 , premier cru
 .











– origin

 French, from 
crû

 , literally ‘growth,’ past participle of 
croître

 .





cruces

 
/ˈkro͞osēz/






plural form of crux
 .









crucial

 
/ˈkro͞oSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
decisive or critical, especially in the success or failure of something




•
 
negotiations were at a crucial stage.










2.
 
of great importance




•
 
this game is 
crucial to

 our survival.














II.
 
derivatives





cruciality

 
/ˌkro͞oSHēˈalitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘cross-shaped’): from French, from Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross.’ The sense ‘decisive’ is from Francis Bacon's Latin phrase 
instantia crucis

 ‘crucial instance,’ which he explained as a metaphor from a 
crux

 or fingerpost marking a fork at a crossroad; Newton and Boyle took up the metaphor in 
experimentum crucis

 ‘crucial experiment.’ / 
usage:

 
Crucial

 is used in formal contexts to mean ‘decisive, critical’: the testimony of the only eyewitness was crucial to the case. Its broader use to mean ‘very important’ should be restricted to informal contexts: it is crucial to get good light for your photographs.





crucially

 
/ˈkro͞oSHəlē/






adverb




with decisive or vital importance




•
 
a question that may have crucially influenced the decision




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
crucially, recipients of these funds would be required to place their work in the public domain




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
both movies are crucially dependent on the performance of the male lead.



















crucian

 
/ˈkro͞oSHən /

 
crucian carp





I.
 
noun




a small olive-green to reddish-brown European carp of still or slow-moving waters, important as a farmed fish in eastern Europe.

[
Carassius carassius

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Low German 
karusse

 , 
karutze

 , perhaps based on Latin 
coracinus

 , from Greek 
korax

 ‘raven,’ also denoting a black fish found in the Nile.





cruciate

 
/ˈkro͞oSH(ē)ət ˈkro͞oSHēāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 cross-shaped.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
cruciatus

 , from 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross.’





cruciate ligament






noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of ligaments in the knee that cross each other and connect the femur to the tibia.













crucible

 
/ˈkro͞osəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ceramic or metal container in which metals or other substances may be melted or subjected to very high temperatures.




2.
 
a place or occasion of severe test or trial




•
 
the crucible of combat.










3.
 
a place or situation in which different elements interact to produce something new




•
 
the crucible of the new Romantic movement.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
crucibulum

 ‘night lamp, crucible’ (perhaps originally a lamp hanging in front of a crucifix), from Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross.’





crucifer

 
/ˈkro͞osəfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a cruciferous plant, with four petals arranged in a cross.




2.
 
a person carrying a cross or crucifix in a procession.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Christian Latin, from Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross.’





cruciferous

 
/kro͞oˈsifərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the cabbage family (
Brassicaceae

 , formerly 
Cruciferae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cruciferae

 (plural), from Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross’ + 
-fer

 ‘bearing’ (because the flowers have four equal petals arranged crosswise), + -ous
 .






crucifix

 
/ˈkro͞osəˌfiks/





I.
 
noun




a representation of a cross with a figure of Jesus Christ on it.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
crucifixus

 , from Latin 
cruci fixus

 ‘fixed to a cross.’ Compare with crucify
 .





crucifixion

 
/ˌkro͞osəˈfikSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the execution of a person by nailing or binding them to a cross.




2.
 
(
the Crucifixion

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 the killing of Jesus Christ by crucifixion.




3.
 
(
Crucifixion

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 an artistic representation or musical composition based on the Crucifixion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
crucifixio(n-)

 , from the verb 
crucifigere

 (see crucify
 ).





cruciform

 
/ˈkro͞osəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the shape of a cross




•
 
a cruciform sword.










2.
 
of or denoting a church having a cross-shaped plan with a nave and transepts.








II.
 
noun




a thing shaped like a cross.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross’ + -iform.






crucify

 
/ˈkro͞osəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (someone) to death by nailing or binding them to a cross, especially as an ancient punishment




•
 
two thieves were crucified with Jesus.










2.
 
cause anguish to (someone)




•
 
she'd been crucified by his departure.










3.
 


‹informal›

 criticize (someone) severely and unrelentingly




•
 
our fans would crucify us if we lost.














II.
 
derivatives





crucifier

 
/ˈkro͞osəˌfīər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crucifier

 , from late Latin 
crucifigere

 , from Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross’ + 
figere

 ‘fix.’ Compare with crucifix
 .





cruck

 
/krək/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 either of a pair of curved timbers extending to the ground in the roof framework of a type of medieval house


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cruck barn.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of crook
 .






crud

 
/krəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a substance that is disgusting or unpleasant, typically because of its dirtiness.




2.
 


‹informal›

 snow that is not packed down or groomed, on which it is difficult to ski.




3.
 


‹informal›

 nonsense




•
 
they just want the simple truth without any religious crud.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a contemptible person.








II.
 
derivatives





cruddy

 
/ˈkrədē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of curd
 (the original sense). The earliest modern senses, ‘filth’ and ‘nonsense’ (originally US), date from the 1940s.






crude

 
/kro͞od/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a natural or raw state; not yet processed or refined




•
 
crude protein.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 (of figures) not adjusted or corrected




•
 
the crude mortality rate.










3.
 
(of an estimate or guess) likely to be only approximately accurate.




4.
 
constructed in a rudimentary or makeshift way




•
 
a relatively crude nuclear weapon.










5.
 
(of an action) showing little finesse or subtlety and as a result unlikely to succeed




•
 
the measure was condemned by economists as crude and ill-conceived.










6.
 
(of language, behavior, or a person) offensively coarse or rude, especially in relation to sexual matters




•
 
a crude joke.














II.
 
noun




natural petroleum




•
 
the ship was carrying 80,000 tons of crude.














III.
 
derivatives





crudeness

 
/ˈkro͞odnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
crudus

 ‘raw, rough.’





crudely

 
/ˈkro͞odlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a rudimentary or makeshift way




•
 
the crudely stitched flag.










2.
 
in a way that lacks finesse or subtlety




•
 
his minor works are sometimes crudely handled.










3.
 
in an offensively coarse or rude way, especially in relation to sexual matters




•
 
talking bluntly and crudely about sex.



















crude oil






noun




unrefined petroleum




•
 
a shortage of crude oil.



















crudités

 
/ˌkro͞odəˈtā/





I.
 
plural noun




assorted raw vegetables served as an hors d'oeuvre, typically with a sauce into which they may be dipped.











– origin

 plural of French 
crudité

 ‘rawness, crudity,’ from Latin 
crudus

 ‘raw, rough.’





crudity

 
/ˈkro͞odədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being rudimentary or makeshift; primitiveness




•
 
he criticizes the crudity of design.










2.
 
the quality of being offensively coarse or rude; vulgarity




•
 
the crudity of the language.



















crudo

 
/ˈkro͞odō/





I.
 
noun




a dish of raw fish or seafood, typically dressed with oil, citrus juice, and seasonings




•
 
we started with the yellowtail crudo, which was delicious




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
seafood is the menu's thrust, from delicate crudo plates to hearty Neapolitan ragu.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘raw.’






cruel

 
/ˈkro͞o(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
willfully causing pain or suffering to others, or feeling no concern about it




•
 
people who are 
cruel to

 animals




•
 
a cruel remark.










2.
 
causing pain or suffering




•
 
the winters are long, hard, and cruel.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
crudelis

 , related to 
crudus

 (see crude
 ).





cruelly

 
/ˈkro͞oəlē/






adverb



1.
 
(with reference to a person) in a way that willfully causes pain or suffering to others




•
 
he marries Edgar's sister Isabella and cruelly ill-treats her.










2.
 
(with reference to an event) in a way that causes pain or suffering




•
 
their hopes were cruelly dashed.



















cruelty

 
/ˈkro͞o(ə)ltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
callous indifference to or pleasure in causing pain and suffering




•
 
he has treated her with extreme cruelty.










2.
 
behavior that causes pain or suffering to a person or animal




•
 
we can't stand cruelty to animals




•
 
the cruelties of forced assimilation and genocide.










3.
 


[Law]

 behavior that causes physical or mental harm to another, especially a spouse, whether intentionally or not.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crualte

 , based on Latin 
crudelitas

 , from 
crudelis

 (see cruel
 ).





cruelty-free

 
/ˈkro͞oəltēˌfrē/






adjective




(of cosmetics or other commercial products) manufactured or developed by methods that do not involve experimentation on animals.













cruet

 
/ˈkro͞oət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small container for salt, pepper, oil, or vinegar for use at a dining table.




2.
 
(in church use) a small container for the wine or water to be used in the celebration of the Eucharist.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Anglo-Norman French, diminutive of Old French 
crue

 ‘pot,’ from Old Saxon 
krūka

 ; related to crock
 2
 .





cruft

 
/krəft/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 badly designed, unnecessarily complicated, or unwanted code or software




•
 
this removes all unnecessary cruft from Word documents saved as HTML.

















– origin

 1950s (in the sense ‘trash, detritus’): origin unknown.





Cruikshank, George

 
/ˈkro͝okˌSHaNGk/






(1792–1878), English painter, illustrator, and caricaturist.










cruise

 
/kro͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sail about in an area without a precise destination, especially for pleasure




•
 
they were cruising off the California coast




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she cruised the canals of France in a barge.










2.
 
take a vacation on a ship or boat following a predetermined course, usually calling in at several ports.




3.
 
(of a vehicle or person) travel or move slowly around without a specific destination in mind




•
 
a police van cruised past us




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
teenagers were aimlessly cruising the mall.










4.
 


‹informal›

 wander about a place in search of a casual sexual partner




•
 
he spends his time cruising and just hanging out in New Orleans




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he cruised the gay bars of Los Angeles.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 walk past and assess (a potential sexual partner)




•
 
he was cruising a pair of sailors.










6.
 
(of a motor vehicle or aircraft) travel smoothly at a moderate or economical speed




•
 
we sit in a jet, cruising at some 30,000 ft.










7.
 
achieve an objective with ease, especially in sports




•
 
he 
cruised to

 an easy victory in Tuesday's primary.










8.
 
(of a young child) walk while holding onto furniture or other structures, prior to learning to walk without support




•
 
my daughter cruised at seven months and didn't walk until just after her first birthday




•
 (as 
noun

 
cruising

 )
 
it can take ages to go from cruising to proper walking




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
about a week ago she started crawling forwards, cruising furniture, and standing by herself.














II.
 
noun




a voyage on a ship or boat taken for pleasure or as a vacation and usually calling in at several places




•
 
a cruise down the Nile




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a cruise liner.














III.
 
phrases





cruising for a bruising








‹informal›

 heading or looking for trouble.















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): probably from Dutch 
kruisen

 ‘to cross,’ from 
kruis

 ‘cross,’ from Latin 
crux

 .





Cruise, Tom

 
/kro͞oz/






(1962–), US actor; full name 
Thomas Cruise Mapother IV

 . Notable movies: 
Risky Business

 (1983), 
Top Gun

 (1986), 
Born on the Fourth of July

 (1989), 
Jerry McGuire

 (1996), and the 
Mission Impossible

 series (1996–).









cruise control

 
/ˈkro͞oz kənˌtrōl/






noun



1.
 
an electronic device in a motor vehicle that can be switched on to maintain a selected constant speed without the use of the accelerator.




2.
 
used in reference to actions performed with little effort




•
 
the team went 
on cruise control

 during the second half.




•
 
United finished the game 
in cruise control

 .



















cruise missile

 
/ˈˌkro͞oz ˈmisəl/






noun




a low-flying missile that is guided to its target by an on-board computer.













cruiser

 
/ˈkro͞ozər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a relatively fast warship larger than a destroyer and less heavily armed than a battleship.




2.
 
a yacht or motorboat with passenger accommodations, designed for leisure use.




3.
 
a person who goes on a pleasure cruise.




4.
 
an automobile that can be driven smoothly at high speed.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a police patrol car.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
kruiser

 , from 
kruisen

 (see cruise
 ).





cruiserweight

 
/ˈkro͞ozərˌwāt/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for light heavyweight
 .




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 in professional boxing, a weight between light heavyweight and heavyweight, ranging from 175 to 190 pounds (79 to 85 kg).













cruising range

 
/kro͞oziNG rānj/






noun




the maximum distance a ship or aircraft can travel at a given speed without refueling.













cruising speed

 
/ˈkro͞oziNG ˌspēd/






noun




a speed for a particular vehicle, ship, or aircraft, usually somewhat below maximum, that is comfortable and economical.













cruller

 
/ˈkrələr/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small cake made of rich, sweetened dough twisted or curled and fried in deep fat.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dutch 
kruller

 , from 
krullen

 ‘to curl.’






crumb

 
/krəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small fragment of bread, cake, or cracker.




2.
 
a very small amount of something




•
 
the budget provided few crumbs of comfort.










3.
 
the soft inner part of a loaf of bread.




4.
 
a dessert topping made of brown sugar, butter, flour, and spices and crumbled over a pie or cake


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
apple crumb pie.










5.
 
(usu. 
crumb rubber

 )
 — granulated rubber, made from recycled tires.




6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an objectionable or contemptible person




•
 
he's an absolute crumb.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (food) with breadcrumbs


(as 
adj.

 
crumbed

 )


•
 
crispy crumbed mushrooms with garlic dip.














III.
 
phrases





crumbs from someone's (or a rich man's) table






an unfair and inadequate or unsatisfactory share of something.















– origin

 Old English 
cruma

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kruim

 and German 
Krume

 . The final 
-b

 was added in the 16th cent., perhaps from crumble
 but also influenced by words such as 
dumb

 , where the original final 
-b

 is retained although no longer pronounced.






crumble

 
/ˈkrəmbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break or fall apart into small fragments, especially over a period of time as part of a process of deterioration




•
 
the plaster started to crumble




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crumbling

 )
 
their crumbling ancestral home.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to break apart into small fragments




•
 
the easiest way to crumble blue cheese.










3.
 
(of an organization, relationship, or structure) disintegrate gradually over a period of time




•
 
the party's fragile unity began to crumble.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a mixture of flour and butter that is rubbed to the texture of breadcrumbs and cooked as a topping for fruit.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a dessert made with crumble and a particular fruit




•
 
rhubarb crumble.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from an Old English word related to crumb
 .





crumbly

 
/ˈkrəmblē/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of or easily breaking into small fragments




•
 
the cheese is crumbly and moist.














II.
 
derivatives





crumbliness






noun





















crumb structure






noun




the porous structure or condition of soil when its particles are moderately aggregated.














crumby

 
/ˈkrəmē/






adjective



1.
 
like or covered in crumbs.




2.
 
variant spelling of crummy
 .














crummy

 
/ˈkrəmē /

 

‹informal›


 
crumby





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dirty, unpleasant, or of poor quality




•
 
a crummy little room.










2.
 
unwell; ill




•
 
I'm feeling crummy and want to get better.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an old or converted truck used to transport loggers to and from work.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for caboose
 (
sense

 1).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crummily

 
/ˈkrəməlē /






adverb













2.
 
crumminess






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (earlier in the literal senses ‘crumbly’ and ‘like or covered with crumbs’): variant of crumby
 .





crump

 
/krəmp/





I.
 
noun




a loud thudding sound, especially one made by an exploding bomb or shell.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a loud, thudding sound.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: imitative. The original sense (as a verb) was ‘munch, crunch,’ later ‘hit hard’ (used initially as a term in the game of cricket), hence the military sense ‘bombard’ (World War I).





crumpet

 
/ˈkrəmpət/





I.
 
noun




a thick, flat, savory cake with a soft, porous texture, made from a yeast mixture cooked on a griddle and eaten toasted and buttered.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





crumple

 
/ˈkrəmpəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crush (something, typically paper or cloth) so that it becomes creased and wrinkled




•
 
he 
crumpled up

 the paper bag




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crumpled

 )
 
a crumpled sheet.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become bent, crooked, or creased




•
 
they heard the jetliner crumple moments before it crashed.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) suddenly flop down to the ground




•
 
she crumpled to the floor in a dead faint.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's face) suddenly sag and show an expression of desolation




•
 
the child's face crumpled and he began to howl.














II.
 
noun




a crushed fold, crease, or wrinkle.








III.
 
derivatives





crumply

 
/ˈkrəmp(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
crump

 ‘make or become curved,’ from Old English 
crump

 ‘bent, crooked’; related to German 
krumm

 .






crumple zone






noun




a part of a motor vehicle, especially the extreme front and rear, designed to crumple easily in a crash and absorb the main force of an impact.














crunch

 
/krən(t)SH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — crush (a hard or brittle foodstuff) with the teeth, making a loud but muffled grinding sound




•
 
she paused to crunch a ginger snap.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a crunching sound, especially when walking or driving over gravel or an icy surface.




3.
 
strike or crush noisily




•
 
two cab drivers who had just crunched fenders.










4.
 
process large amounts of information or perform operations of great complexity, especially by computer




•
 
computers crunch data from real-world observations.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a loud muffled grinding sound made when crushing, moving over, or hitting something




•
 
Marco's fist struck Brian's nose with a crunch.










2.
 
(
the crunch

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a crucial point or situation, typically one at which a decision with important consequences must be made




•
 
when it comes to the crunch, you chicken out.










3.
 
a severe shortage of money or credit




•
 
the Fed would do what it could to ease America's credit crunch.










4.
 
a physical exercise designed to strengthen the abdominal muscles; a sit-up.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a verb): variant of 17th-cent. 
cranch

 (probably imitative), by association with crush
 and munch
 .





cruncher

 
/ˈkrən(t)SHər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a critical or vital point; a crucial or difficult question.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a computer, system, or person able to perform operations of great complexity or to process large amounts of information




•
 
a global information cruncher.







See also number cruncher
 .













crunchy

 
/ˈkrən(t)SHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making a sharp noise when bitten or crushed and (of food) pleasantly crisp




•
 
bake until the topping is crunchy.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 politically and environmentally liberal




•
 
a song that incorporates whale-singing seems pretty crunchy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crunchily

 
/-CHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
crunchiness






noun





















crunk

 
/krəNGk/





I.
 
noun




a type of hip-hop music characterized by repeated shouted catchphrases and elements typical of electronic dance music, such as prominent bass.








II.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 very excited or full of energy




•
 
get crunk with some raw hip hop.

















– origin

 1990s: perhaps an altered past participle of crank
 1
 or a blend of crazy
 and drunk
 .






crupper

 
/ˈkrəpər/





I.
 
noun




a strap buckled to the back of a saddle and looped under the horse's tail to prevent the saddle or harness from slipping forward.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cropiere

 , related to 
croupe

 (see croup
 2
 ). Compare with croupier
 .





crural

 
/ˈkro͝o(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the leg or the thigh.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to any part called “crus,” for example, the crura cerebri.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
cruralis

 , from 
crus

 , 
crur-

 ‘leg.’





crus

 
/kro͞os, krəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an elongated part of an anatomical structure, especially one that occurs in the body as a pair.

See crus cerebri
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘leg.’





crusade

 
/kro͞oˈsād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medieval military expedition, one of a series made by Europeans to recover the Holy Land from the Muslims in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries.




2.
 
a war instigated by the Church for alleged religious ends.




3.
 
an organized campaign concerning a political, social, or religious issue, typically motivated by a fervent desire for change




•
 
a 
crusade against

 crime.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lead or take part in an energetic and organized campaign concerning a social, political, or religious issue




•
 
he crusaded against gambling in the 1950s.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally as 
croisade

 ): from French 
croisade

 , an alteration (influenced by Spanish 
cruzado

 ) of earlier 
croisée

 , literally ‘the state of being marked with the cross,’ based on Latin 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘cross’; in the 17th cent. the form 
crusado

 , from Spanish 
cruzado

 , was introduced; the blending of these two forms led to the current spelling, first recorded in the early 18th cent.





crusader

 
/kro͞oˈsādər/






noun



1.
 
(
Crusader

 )
 — a fighter in the medieval Crusades.




2.
 
a person who campaigns vigorously for political, social, or religious change; a campaigner




•
 


crusaders for

 early detection and treatment of mental illness.




















crus cerebri

 
/ˈserəˌbrī, ˈkerəˌbrē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of two symmetrical tracts of nerve fibers at the base of the midbrain, linking the pons and the cerebral hemispheres.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘leg of the brain.’





cruse

 
/kro͞oz/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an earthenware pot or jar.











– origin

 Old English 
crūse

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kroes

 and German 
Krause

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Low German 
krūs

 .






crush

 
/krəSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deform, pulverize, or force inwards by compressing forcefully




•
 
you can crush a pill between two spoons




•
 
he was crushed to death by a subway train




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crushed

 )
 
the crushed remains of a Ford Bronco.










2.
 
crease or crumple (cloth or paper)


(as 
adj.

 
crushed

 )


•
 
crushed trousers and a crumpled jacket.










3.
 
(of a government or state) violently subdue (opposition or a rebellion)




•
 
the government had taken elaborate precautions to crush any resistance.










4.
 
bring about a feeling of overwhelming disappointment or embarrassment in (someone)




•
 
his defeat crushed a lot of left-wing supporters




•
 (as 
adj.

 
crushing

 )
 
the news came as a crushing blow.










5.
 
(
crush on

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 have a brief but intense infatuation for (someone)




•
 
the girl I had been crushing on sat next to me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a crowd of people pressed closely together, especially in an enclosed space




•
 
a number of youngsters fainted in the crush.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a brief but intense infatuation for someone, especially someone unattainable or inappropriate




•
 
she did 
have a crush on

 Dr. Russell.










3.
 
a person with whom someone is infatuated




•
 
it turns out she thought you were flirting with her crush.










4.
 
a drink made from the juice of pressed fruit




•
 
lemon crush.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crushable






adjective













2.
 
crusher

 
/ˈkrəSHər /






noun













3.
 
crushingly

 
/ˈkrəSHiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cruissir

 ‘gnash (teeth) or crack,’ of unknown origin.





crushed velvet

 
/ˌkrəSHt ˈvelvət/






noun




velvet that has its nap pointing in different directions in irregular patches.













crush space






noun



1.
 
space in a motor vehicle between occupants and a point of impact that can absorb some of the shock of collision.




2.
 
space in the common area of a performance venue that can accommodate the largest crowd expected.













crush zone






noun




another term for crumple zone
 .














crust

 
/krəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tough outer part of a loaf of bread




•
 
a sandwich with the crusts cut off




•
 
I tore off several pieces of crust from the loaf.










2.
 
a hard, dry scrap of bread




•
 
a kindly old woman might give her a crust.










3.
 
a layer of pastry covering a pie.




4.
 
a hardened layer, coating, or deposit on the surface of something, especially something soft




•
 
a crust of snow.










5.
 
the outermost layer of rock of which a planet consists, especially the part of the earth above the mantle




•
 
the earth's crust




•
 
at the midocean ridge new crust is formed.










6.
 
a deposit of tartrates and other substances formed in wine aged in the bottle, especially port.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form into a hard outer layer




•
 
the blisters eventually crust over.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover with a hard outer layer




•
 
the burns crusted his cheek.














III.
 
derivatives





crustal

 
/ˈkrəst(ə)l /






adjective






[Geology]





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
crouste

 , from Latin 
crusta

 ‘rind, shell, crust.’





Crustacea

 
/krəˈstāSHə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large group of mainly aquatic arthropods that include crabs, lobsters, shrimps, wood lice, barnacles, and many minute forms. They are very diverse, but most have four or more pairs of limbs and several other appendages.

[Subphylum (or phylum) 
Crustacea

 .]




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
crustacea

 )
 — arthropods of the group Crustacea.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
crusta

 (see crust
 ).





crustacean

 
/krəˈstāSH(ə)n /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an arthropod of the large, mainly aquatic group Crustacea, such as a crab, lobster, shrimp, or barnacle.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting crustaceans.








III.
 
derivatives





crustaceous

 
/krəˈstāSHəs /






adjective





















crusted

 
/ˈkrəstəd/






adjective



1.
 
having or forming a hard top layer or covering




•
 
she washed away the crusted blood.










2.
 
denoting a style of unfiltered, blended port that deposits a sediment in the bottle.




3.
 
old-fashioned; venerable




•
 
a crusted establishment figure.



















crustose

 
/ˈkrəstōs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a lichen or alga) forming or resembling a crust.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
crustosus

 , from 
crusta

 (see crust
 ).





crusty

 
/ˈkrəstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a crisp or hard outer layer or covering




•
 
crusty bread.










2.
 
(of a substance) acting as a hard outer layer or covering




•
 
Lake Manyara was ringed by crusty salt deposits.










3.
 
(especially of an old person) outspoken and irritable




•
 
a crusty old grandfather.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crustily

 
/ˈkrəstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
crustiness

 
/ˈkrəstēnəs /






noun






















crutch

 
/krəCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long stick with a crosspiece at the top, used as a support under the armpit by a lame person.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing used for support or reassurance




•
 
they use the Internet as a crutch for their loneliness.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 another term for crotch
 (of the body or a garment).











– origin

 Old English 
crycc

 , 
cryc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kruk

 and German 
Krücke

 .






crux

 
/krəks kro͝oks/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the crux

 )


1.
 
the decisive or most important point at issue




•
 
the crux of the matter is that attitudes have changed.










2.
 
a particular point of difficulty




•
 
both cruces can be resolved by a consideration of the manuscripts.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a representation of a cross, chiefly in 
crux ansata

 ‘ankh,’ literally ‘cross with a handle’): from Latin, literally‘cross.’





Crux

 
/krəks /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
another term for the Southern Cross
 .




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Crucis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Crucis.













– origin

 Latin.





cruzado

 
/krəˈzädō/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Brazil from 1988 to 1990, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
cruzado

 , 
crusado

 ‘marked with the cross.’





cruzeiro

 
/krəˈzerō/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Brazil from 1990 to 1993, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 Portuguese, literally ‘large cross.’






cry

 
/krī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shed tears, especially as an expression of distress or pain




•
 
don't cry—it'll be all right




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
you'll cry tears of joy.










2.
 
shout or scream, especially to express one's fear, pain, or grief




•
 
the little girl fell down and cried for her mommy.










3.
 
say something in an excited or anguished tone of voice




•
 
“Where will it end?” he 
cried out

 .










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a street trader) shout out the name of (goods for sale)




•
 
there was a bustle of activity as vendors cried their wares, offering shellfish to potential buyers.










5.
 
(of a bird or other animal) make a loud characteristic call




•
 
the wild birds 
cried out

 over the water.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud inarticulate shout or scream expressing a powerful feeling or emotion




•
 
a cry of despair.










2.
 
a loud excited utterance of a word or words




•
 
there was a cry of “Silence!”










3.
 
the call of a street trader selling goods




•
 
the city comes to life after 10 p.m., with the din of car horns, and the cries of street hawkers.










4.
 
an urgent appeal or entreaty




•
 
fund-raisers have issued a cry for help.










5.
 
a demand or opinion expressed by many people




•
 
peace became the popular cry.










6.
 
a distinctive call of a bird or other animal.




7.
 
a spell of weeping




•
 
I still 
have a cry

 , sometimes, when I realize that my mother is dead.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cry one's eyes (or heart) out






weep bitterly and at length.









2.
 
cry for the moon






ask for what is unattainable or impossible.









3.
 
cry foul






protest strongly about a real or imagined wrong or injustice.









4.
 
cry from the heart






a passionate and honest appeal or protest.









5.
 
cry it out





a.
 
weep until one is soothed or exhausted




•
 
he broke your heart—cry it out, girl




•
 
at 18–24 months, we did have to let our son cry it out a little.










b.
 
(
cry-it-out

 )
 — denoting a method of sleep training in which a young child is left to fall asleep on their own and not immediately comforted when they cry




•
 
she created developmentally appropriate strategies to help parents thrive without resorting to cry-it-out sleep training.















6.
 
cry wolf






see wolf
 .









7.
 
for crying out loud








‹informal›

 used to express one's irritation or impatience




•
 
why do you have to take everything so personally, for crying out loud?















8.
 
in full cry






used to describe hounds baying in keen pursuit.









9.
 
it's no use crying over spilt (or spilled) milk






see milk
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
cry someone/something down








‹dated›

 disparage or belittle someone or something.









2.
 
cry off








‹informal›

 go back on a promise or fail to keep to an arrangement




•
 
we were going to Spain together and he cried off at the last moment.















3.
 
cry out for






demand as a self-evident requirement or solution




•
 
the present system cries out for reform.















4.
 
cry someone/something up








‹dated›

 praise or extol someone or something.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘ask for earnestly or loudly’): from Old French 
crier

 (verb), 
cri

 (noun), from Latin 
quiritare

 ‘raise a public outcry,’ literally ‘call on the 
Quirites

 (Roman citizens) for help.’





crybaby

 
/ˈkrīˌbābē/






noun




a person, especially a child, who sheds tears frequently or readily.













cryer

 
/ˈkrīər/






noun




archaic spelling of crier
 .













crying

 
/ˈkrīiNG/






adjective




very great




•
 
it would be 
a crying shame

 to let some other woman have it.




















cryo-

 
/ˈkrīō/





I.
 
combining form




involving or producing cold, especially extreme cold




•
 
cryostat




•
 
cryosurgery.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kruos

 ‘frost.’





cryobiology

 
/ˌkrīōˌbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology that deals with the properties of organisms and tissues at low temperatures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cryobiological

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
cryobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















cryogen

 
/ˈkrīəjən/






noun




a substance used to produce very low temperatures.













cryogenic

 
/krīəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving the branch of physics that deals with the production and effects of very low temperatures




•
 
a powerful cryogenic engine.










2.
 
relating to the deep-freezing of the bodies of people who have just died, in the hope that scientific advances may allow them to be revived in the future




•
 
a body being prepared for cryogenic preservation.














II.
 
derivatives





cryogenically






adverb






















cryogenics

 
/ˌkrīəˈjeniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics dealing with the production and effects of very low temperatures.




2.
 
another term for cryonics
 .













cryogeny

 
/krīˈäjənē/






noun




another term for cryogenics
 .













cryoglobulin

 
/ˌkrīəˈɡläbyələn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that occurs in the blood in certain disorders. It can be precipitated out of solution below 10°C, causing obstruction in the fingers and toes.













cryolite

 
/ˈkrīəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a white or colorless mineral consisting of a fluoride of sodium and aluminum. It is added to bauxite as a flux in aluminum smelting.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cryo-
 ‘cold, frost’ (because the main deposits are found in Greenland) + -lite
 .





cryometer

 
/krīˈämədər/






noun




a thermometer for measuring very low temperatures.














cryonics

 
/krīˈäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the practice or technique of deep-freezing the bodies of people who have just died, in the hope that scientific advances may allow them to be revived in the future.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cryonic






adjective













2.
 
cryonically






adverb



















– origin

 1960s: contraction of cryogenics
 .





cryoprecipitate

 
/ˌkrīōpriˈsipətət, -ˈsipəˌtāt/






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 a substance precipitated from a solution, especially from the blood, at low temperatures.




2.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 an extract rich in a blood-clotting factor obtained as a residue when frozen blood plasma is thawed.













cryopreserve

 
/ˌkrīōprəˈzərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 preserve (cells or tissues) by cooling them below the freezing point of water.








II.
 
derivatives





cryopreservation

 
/-ˌprezərˈvāSHən /






noun





















cryoprotectant

 
/ˌkrīōprəˈtektənt/






noun






[Physiology]

 a substance that prevents the freezing of tissues, or prevents damage to cells during freezing.













cryoscope

 
/ˈkrīəˌskōp/






noun




an instrument used to determine the freezing point of a liquid or a solution.













cryostat

 
/ˈkrīəˌstat/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus for maintaining a very low temperature.




2.
 
an apparatus for taking very fine slices of tissue while it is kept very cold.













cryosurgery

 
/ˌkrīōˈsərjərē/






noun




surgery using the local application of intense cold to destroy unwanted tissue.













cryotherapy

 
/ˌkrīōˈTHerəpē/






noun




the use of extreme cold in surgery or other medical treatment.














crypt

 
/kript/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an underground room or vault beneath a church, used as a chapel or burial place.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small tubular gland, pit, or recess.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cavern’): from Latin 
crypta

 , from Greek 
kruptē

 ‘a vault,’ from 
kruptos

 ‘hidden.’





cryptanalysis

 
/ˌkriptəˈnaləsəs/





I.
 
noun




the art or process of deciphering coded messages without being told the key.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cryptanalyst

 
/ˌkripˈtanl-əst /






noun













2.
 
cryptanalytic

 
/-ˌtanlˈitik /






adjective













3.
 
cryptanalytical

 
/-ˌtanlˈitikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from crypto-
 + analysis
 .





cryptic

 
/ˈkriptik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a meaning that is mysterious or obscure




•
 
he found his boss's utterances too cryptic.










2.
 
(of a crossword) having difficult clues that indicate the solutions indirectly.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (of coloration or markings) serving to camouflage an animal in its natural environment.








II.
 
derivatives





cryptically

 
/ˈkriptək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
crypticus

 , from Greek 
kruptikos

 , from 
kruptos

 ‘hidden.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 19th cent.





crypto

 
/ˈkriptō/






noun



1.
 
short for cryptography
 .




2.
 
(
pl.

 cryptos)
 — 

‹informal›

 a person having a secret allegiance to a political creed, especially communism.














crypto-





I.
 
combining form




concealed; secret




•
 
cryptogram.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kruptos

 ‘hidden.’





cryptobiont

 
/ˌkriptōˈbīänt/






noun






[Biology]

 an organism capable of cryptobiosis.













cryptobiosis

 
/ˌkriptəˌbīˈōsis/






noun






[Biology]

 a physiological state in which metabolic activity is reduced to an undetectable level without disappearing altogether. It is known in certain plant and animal groups adapted to survive periods of extremely dry conditions.













cryptobiotic

 
/ˌkriptəˌbīˈädik/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 of, relating to, or capable of cryptobiosis.




2.
 


[Biology]

 of or denoting primitive organisms of the kind presumed to have existed in earlier geological periods but to have left no trace of their existence.













cryptoclastic

 
/ˌkriptōˈklastik/






adjective






[Geology]

 composed of microscopic fragments.













cryptococcosis

 
/ˌkriptəkəˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 infestation with a yeastlike fungus, resulting in tumors in the lungs and sometimes spreading to the brain.

[The fungus is 
Cryptococcus neoformans

 , phylum 
Basidiomycota

 , class 
Basidiomycetes

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





cryptococcal

 
/-ˈkäkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Cryptococcus

 (part of the binomial of the fungus) + -osis
 .





cryptocrystalline

 
/ˌkriptōˈkristələn, ˌkriptōˈkristəˌlīn, ˌkriptōˈkristəˌlēn/






adjective




having a crystalline structure visible only when magnified.













cryptocurrency

 
/ˈkriptōˌkərənsē/





I.
 
noun




a digital currency in which encryption techniques are used to regulate the generation of units of currency and verify the transfer of funds, operating independently of a central bank




•
 
decentralized cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin now provide an outlet for personal wealth that is beyond restriction and confiscation.




•
 
as bitcoin gains ground, more companies have started accepting the cryptocurrency.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from crypto-
 and currency
 .





cryptogam

 
/ˈkriptəˌɡam/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
‹dated›

 a plant that has no true flowers or seeds, including ferns, mosses, liverworts, lichens, algae, and fungi.








II.
 
derivatives





cryptogamous

 
/kripˈtäɡəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
cryptogame

 , from modern Latin 
cryptogamae (plantae

 ), denoting nonflowering plants, from Greek 
kruptos

 ‘hidden’ + 
gamos

 ‘marriage’ (because the means of reproduction was not apparent).





cryptogamic

 
/ˌkriptəˈɡamik/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting cryptogams.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Ecology]

 (of a desert soil or surface crust) covered with or consisting of a fragile black layer of cyanobacteria, mosses, and lichens, which is often important in preventing erosion.













cryptogenic

 
/ˌkriptəˈjenik/






adjective




(of a disease) of obscure or uncertain origin.













cryptogram

 
/ˈkriptəˌɡram/






noun



1.
 
a text written in code.




2.
 
a symbol or figure with secret or occult significance.













cryptograph

 
/ˈkriptəˌɡraf/






noun



1.
 
a coded message




•
 
you must solve the cryptograph to find the correct coordinates.










2.
 
a device for encoding or decoding messages




•
 
in 1867 he unveiled his cryptograph, which used two clock-like hands, connected by gears.




















cryptography

 
/kripˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the art of writing or solving codes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cryptographer

 
/kripˈtäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
cryptographic

 
/ˌkriptəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
cryptographically

 
/ˌkriptəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















cryptology

 
/kripˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of codes, or the art of writing and solving them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cryptological

 
/ˌkriptəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
cryptologist

 
/-jist /






noun






















cryptomeria

 
/ˌkriptəˈmirēə/





I.
 
noun




a tall, conical, coniferous tree with long, curved, spirally arranged leaves and short cones. Native to China and Japan, it is grown for timber in Japan.

Also called Japanese cedar
 . [
Cryptomeria japonica

 , family 
Taxodiaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from crypto-
 ‘hidden’ + Greek 
meros

 ‘part’ (because the seeds are concealed by scales).





cryptonym

 
/ˈkriptəˌnim/





I.
 
noun




a code name.








II.
 
derivatives





cryptonymous

 
/kripˈtänəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from crypto-
 ‘hidden’ + Greek 
onuma

 ‘name.’





cryptorchid

 
/kripˈtôrkid/






noun






[Medicine]

 a person suffering from cryptorchidism.













cryptorchidism

 
/kripˈtôrkəˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which one or both of the testes fail to descend from the abdomen into the scrotum.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from crypto-
 ‘hidden’ + Greek 
orkhis

 , 
orkhid-

 ‘testicle’ + -ism
 .





cryptosporidium

 
/ˌkriptəspəˈridēəm/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic coccidian protozoan found in the intestinal tract of many vertebrates, where it sometimes causes disease.

[Genus 
Cryptosporidium

 , phylum 
Sporozoa

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from crypto-
 ‘concealed’ + modern Latin 
sporidium

 ‘small spore.’





cryptozoic

 
/ˌkriptəˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of small invertebrates) living on the ground but hidden in the leaf litter, under stones or pieces of wood.








II.
 
derivatives





cryptozoa

 
/-ˈzōə /






plural noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kruptos

 ‘hidden’ + 
zōē

 ‘life’ + -ic
 .






Cryptozoic

 
/ˌkriptəˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the period (the Precambrian) in which rocks contain no, or only slight, traces of living organisms.

Compare with Phanerozoic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
kruptos

 ‘hidden’ + 
zōē

 ‘life’ + -ic
 .





cryptozoology

 
/ˌkriptəzōˈäləjē, -zo͞o-/





I.
 
noun




the search for and study of animals whose existence or survival is disputed or unsubstantiated, such as the Loch Ness monster and the yeti.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cryptozoological

 
/-ˌzōəˈläjikəl, -ˌzo͞oə- /






adjective













2.
 
cryptozoologist

 
/-jist /






noun






















crystal

 
/ˈkristl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of a homogeneous solid substance having a natural geometrically regular form with symmetrically arranged plane faces.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any solid consisting of a symmetrical, ordered, three-dimensional aggregation of atoms or molecules.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a crystalline piece of semiconductor used as an oscillator or transducer.




4.
 
a clear transparent mineral, especially quartz.




5.
 
a piece of crystalline substance believed to have healing powers.




6.
 
(also 
crystal glass

 )
 — highly transparent glass with a high refractive index


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a crystal chandelier.










7.
 
articles made of crystal glass




•
 
a collection of crystal.










8.
 
the glass over a watch face.




9.
 


‹informal›

 short for crystal meth
 (methamphetamine).








II.
 
adjective




clear and transparent like crystal




•
 
the clean crystal waters of the lake.














III.
 
phrases





crystal clear





a.
 

/ˈkristl ˌklir /

 — completely transparent and unclouded.




b.
 
unambiguous; easily understood




•
 
the house rules are crystal clear.





















– origin

 late Old English (denoting ice or a mineral resembling it), from Old French 
cristal

 , from Latin 
crystallum

 , from Greek 
krustallos

 ‘ice, crystal.’ The chemistry sense dates from the early 17th cent.





crystal axis






noun




each of three axes used to define the edges of the unit cell of a crystal.













crystal ball

 
/ˈˌkristl ˈbôl/






noun




a solid globe of glass or rock crystal, used by fortune-tellers and clairvoyants for crystal-gazing.













crystal form






noun




a set of crystal faces defined according to their relationship to the crystal axes.













crystal gazer






noun



1.
 
a person who looks intently into a crystal ball with the aim of seeing images relating to future or distant events




•
 
fortune tellers of all stripes, including crystal gazers.










2.
 
a person who attempts to forecast the future




•
 
for France, most crystal gazers see around 4% economic growth.



















crystal-gazing

 
/ˈkristl ˌɡāziNG/






noun



1.
 
looking intently into a crystal ball with the aim of seeing images relating to future or distant events.




2.
 
attempting to forecast the future.













crystal healing

 
crystal therapy






noun




the use of the healing powers of crystals in alternative medicine.













crystal lattice

 
/ˈkristl ˈladəs/






noun




the symmetrical three-dimensional arrangement of atoms inside a crystal.













crystalliferous

 
/ˌkristəˈlifərəs /

 
crystalligerous






adjective




bearing, containing, or producing crystals.













crystallin

 
/ˈkristələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein of the globulin class present in the lens of the eye.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
crystallum

 ‘crystal’ + -in
 1
 .





crystalline

 
/ˈkristələn ˈkristəˌlīn ˈkristəˌlēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the structure and form of a crystal; composed of crystals




•
 
a crystalline rock.










2.
 


‹literary›

 very clear




•
 
he writes a crystalline prose.














II.
 
derivatives





crystallinity

 
/ˌkristlˈinitē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cristallin

 , via Latin from Greek 
krustallinos

 , from 
krustallos

 (see crystal
 ).






crystalline lens

 
/ˈkristələn ˈkristəˌlīn lenz/






noun




the transparent elastic structure behind the iris by which light is focused onto the retina of the eye.













crystalline sphere






noun






‹historical›

 (in ancient and medieval astronomy) a transparent sphere of the heavens postulated to lie between the fixed stars and the 
primum mobile

 and to account for the precession of the equinox and other motions.













crystallite

 
/ˈkristəˌlīt/






noun



1.
 
an individual perfect crystal or region of regular crystalline structure in the substance of a material, typically of a metal or a partly crystalline polymer.




2.
 
a very small crystal.













crystallize

 
/ˈkristəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
form or cause to form crystals


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
when most liquids freeze they crystallize.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make or become definite and clear




•
 
vague feelings of unrest 
crystallized into

 something more concrete




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
writing can help to crystallize your thoughts.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
crystallized

 )
 — coat and impregnate (fruit or petals) with sugar as a means of preserving them




•
 
a box of crystallized fruits.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crystallizable

 
/ˈkristəˌlīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
crystallization

 
/ˌkristələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌkristəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















crystallography

 
/ˌkristəˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the structure and properties of crystals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
crystallographer

 
/ˌkristəˈläɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
crystallographic

 
/ˌkristələˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
crystallographically

 
/-ləˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















crystalloid

 
/ˈkristəˌloid/





I.
 
adjective




resembling a crystal in shape or structure.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a small, crystallike mass of protein in a plant cell.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance that, when dissolved, forms a true solution rather than a colloid and is able to pass through a semipermeable membrane.














crystal meth






noun






‹informal›

 crystal methamphetamine (the drug methamphetamine in a powdered crystalline form)




•
 
she has been in custody since October after allegedly being found with 1.73 grams of crystal meth.



















crystal methamphetamine






noun




the drug methamphetamine in a powdered crystalline form, used illegally as a stimulant




•
 
federal authorities have seized an estimated $4.2 million worth of crystal methamphetamine.



















Crystal Palace






a large building of prefabricated iron and glass resembling a giant greenhouse, designed by Joseph Paxton for the Great Exhibition of 1851 in Hyde Park, London, and re-erected at Sydenham near Croydon; it was accidentally burned down in 1936.









crystal set

 
/ˈkristl set /

 
crystal radio






noun




a simple early form of radio receiver with a crystal touching a metal wire as the rectifier (instead of a tube or transistor), and no amplifier or loudspeaker, necessitating headphones or an earphone.














crystal system






noun




each of seven categories of crystals (cubic, tetragonal, orthorhombic, trigonal, hexagonal, monoclinic, and triclinic) classified according to the possible relations of the crystal axes.













crystal violet






noun




a synthetic violet dye, related to rosaniline, used as a stain in microscopy and as an antiseptic in the treatment of skin infections.













crystalware

 
/ˈkristlˌwer/






noun




ornaments and articles made from crystal glass




•
 
the finalists all received bouquets and crystalware.



















Cs






symbol




the chemical element cesium.













c/s






abbreviation




cycles per second.













CSA






abbreviation



1.
 
Confederate States of America.




2.
 
community-supported agriculture.




3.
 


(chiefly Canadian)

 community-shared agriculture.













csardas

 
/ˈCHärdäSH /

 
czardas





I.
 
noun




a Hungarian dance with a slow introduction and a fast, wild finish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hungarian 
csárdás

 , from 
csárda

 ‘inn.’





CSC






abbreviation




Civil Service Commission.













C-section






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a caesarean section.













CSF






abbreviation




cerebrospinal fluid.













CS gas





I.
 
noun




a powerful form of tear gas used particularly in the control of riots.











– origin

 1960s: from the initials of Ben B. 
Corson

 (born 1896) and Roger W. 
Stoughton

 (1906–57), the American chemists who discovered the properties of the chemical in 1928.





CSM






abbreviation



1.
 
command and service modules (see command module
 ).




2.
 
command sergeant major.













CSR






abbreviation




corporate social responsibility.













CST

 
/ˈˌsē ˈˌes ˈtē/






abbreviation




Central Standard Time (see Central time
 ).













CT

 
/ˈˌsē ˈtē/






abbreviation



1.
 
computerized (or computed) tomography.




2.
 
Connecticut (in official postal use).













ct.






abbreviation



1.
 
carat




•
 
18 ct. gold.










2.
 
cent.




3.
 
county.




4.
 
court.













ctenidium

 
/təˈnidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a comblike structure, especially a respiratory organ or gill in a mollusk, consisting of an axis with a row of projecting filaments.











– origin

 late 19th cent.; modern Latin, from Greek 
ktenidion

 , diminutive of 
kteis

 , 
kten-

 ‘comb.’






ctenoid

 
/ˈtēˌnoid ˈteˌnoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of fish scales) having many tiny projections on the edge like the teeth of a comb, as in many bony fishes.

Compare with ganoid
 and placoid
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kteis

 , 
kten-

 ‘comb’ + -oid
 .





Ctenophora

 
/tiˈnäfərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of aquatic invertebrates that comprises the comb jellies.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kteis

 , 
kten-

 ‘comb’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





ctenophore

 
/ˈtenəˌfôr/






noun






[Zoology]

 an aquatic invertebrate of the phylum 
Ctenophora

 , which comprises the comb jellies.













ctn.






abbreviation



1.
 
carton.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 cotangent.













CTO

 
/ˌsēˌtēˈō/






abbreviation




a chief technology (or technical) officer, a senior executive with responsibility for managing the technological requirements of a company or other institution.













C2C






abbreviation




consumer-to-consumer, denoting transactions conducted via the Internet between consumers.













CTS






abbreviation




carpal tunnel syndrome.













CT scan

 
/sēːˈtēːskan/





I.
 
noun




another term for CAT scan
 .








II.
 
derivatives





CT scanner






noun





















CTT






abbreviation




capital transfer tax.













Cu





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element copper.











– origin

 from late Latin 
cuprum

 .





cu.






abbreviation




cubic (in units of measurement: for example, cu. ft. = cubic feet).













cuadrilla

 
/kwäˈdrēyə/





I.
 
noun




a matador's team of assistants, including picadors and banderilleros.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish.





cuatro

 
/ˈkwätrō/





I.
 
noun




a small guitar, typically with four (or five) single or paired strings, used in Latin American and Caribbean folk music, especially in Puerto Rico.











– origin

 Latin American Spanish, literally ‘four.’





cub

 
/kəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the young of a fox, bear, lion, or other carnivorous mammal.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a young man, especially one who is awkward or ill-mannered.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give birth to cubs




•
 
both share the same earth during the first ten days after cubbing.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Cuba

 
/ˈkyo͞obə/







1.
 
a country in the western West Indies, the largest and furthest west of the islands, in the Caribbean Sea at the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 11,451,700 (est. 2009); capital, Havana; official language, Spanish.





A Spanish colony, Cuba became nominally independent after the Spanish–American War of 1898 and achieved full autonomy in 1934. Fidel Castro led a communist revolution in 1959, and held the presidency until replaced by his brother Raúl Castro in 2008. The country suffered under a US trade embargo and, after the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc in 1991, lost much of its trade.









cubage

 
/ˈkyo͞obij/






noun




cubic content or capacity.













Cuba libre

 
/ˌk(y)o͞obə ˈlēbrā/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail typically containing cola, lime juice, rum, and a garnish of lime.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: American Spanish, literally ‘free Cuba.’





Cuban

 
/ˈkyo͞ob(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Cuba or its people




•
 
a box of Cuban cigars




•
 
the Cuban national team.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Cuba, or a person of Cuban descent




•
 
the language spoken by nearly all Cubans is Spanish.




















Cubango

 
/kyo͞oˈbaNGɡō/






another name for Okavango
 .









Cuban heel

 
/ˌkyo͞obən ˈhēl/






noun




a moderately high, straight-sided heel on a shoe or boot.













Cuban Missile Crisis






an international crisis in October 1962, the closest approach to nuclear war at any time between the US and the Soviet Union. When the US discovered Soviet nuclear missiles on Cuba, President John F. Kennedy demanded their removal and announced a naval blockade of the island; the Soviet leader Khrushchev acceded to the US demands a week later.









Cuban sandwich






noun




a type of submarine sandwich, typically grilled, especially with ham, roast pork, Swiss cheese, mustard, and pickles.













cubature

 
/ˈkyo͞obəˌCHər/





I.
 
noun




the determination of the volume of a solid.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from the verb cube
 , on the pattern of 
quadrature

 .





cubby

 
/ˈkəbē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cubbyhole.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally Scots, denoting a straw basket): related to dialect 
cub

 ‘stall, pen, hutch,’ of Low German origin.





cubbyhole

 
/ˈkəbēˌhōl/






noun




a small, enclosed compartment or room.














cube

 
/kyo͞ob/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symmetrical three-dimensional shape, either solid or hollow, contained by six equal squares.




2.
 
short for cubicle
 .




3.
 
a block of something with six sides




•
 
a sugar cube.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the product of a number multiplied by its square, represented by a superscript figure 3




•
 
a body increasing in weight by the cube of its length.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 raise (a number or value) to its cube.




2.
 
cut (food) into small cubes




•
 
I bought sirloin from the butcher and cubed it myself.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, or via Latin from Greek 
kubos

 .





cubeb

 
/ˈkyo͞obeb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical shrub of the pepper family that bears pungent berries.

[Genus 
Piper

 , family 
Piperaceae

 : several species, including the Asian 
P. cubeba

 .]




2.
 
the dried unripe berries of the cubeb, used medicinally and to flavor cigarettes.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cubebe

 , from Spanish Arabic 
kubēba

 , from Arabic 
kubāba

 .





cube farm






noun






(chiefly US)

 a large open-plan office divided into cubicles for individual workers.













cube root

 
/ˈkyo͞ob ˌro͞ot/






noun




the number that produces a given number when cubed.













cube steak

 
cubed steak






noun






(US)

 steak that has been mechanically tenderized, a process that leaves a characteristic pattern of small indentations on the flattened surface of the meat




•
 
the recipe calls for a family pack of cube steak




•
 
when you buy the cubed steak ask the butcher to run it through the tenderizer a couple more times.



















cube van






noun






(Canadian)

 a truck or van with a large rectangular rear compartment for cargo




•
 
a cube van full of bikes arrived




•
 
our friends arrived with their cube van to help us move.



















cubic

 
/ˈkyo͞obik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the shape of a cube




•
 
a cubic room.










2.
 
denoting a unit of measurement equal to the volume of a cube whose side is one of the linear unit specified




•
 
15 billion cubic meters of water.










3.
 
measured or expressed in cubic units.




4.
 
involving the cube (and no higher power) of a quantity or variable




•
 
a cubic equation.










5.
 
of or denoting a crystal system or three-dimensional geometric arrangement having three equal axes at right angles.








II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a cubic equation, or a curve described by one.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cubical

 
/ˈkyo͞obək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
cubically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘involving the cube (and no higher power)’): from Old French 
cubique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
kubikos

 , from 
kubos

 ‘cube.’





cubic capacity

 
/ˈkyo͞obik kəˈpasədē/






noun




the volume contained by a hollow structure, expressed in liters, cubic centimeters, or other cubic units.













cubic content






noun




the volume of a solid, often expressed in cubic meters.














cubicle

 
/ˈkyo͞obək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a small partitioned-off area of a room, for example one containing a bed in a dwelling or one containing a desk in an office




•
 
each cubicle is equipped with a PC and printer, and there are two fax machines in the east alcove.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘bedroom’): from Latin 
cubiculum

 , from 
cubare

 ‘lie down.’






cubic zirconia






noun




a colorless form of zirconia that is very similar to diamond in refractivity and appearance.













cubiform

 
/ˈkyo͞obəˌfôrm/






adjective






‹technical›

 cube-shaped




•
 
the columns are thick and have cubiform capitals.



















cubism

 
/ˈkyo͞oˌbizəm/





I.
 
noun




an early 20th-century style and movement in art, especially painting, in which perspective with a single viewpoint was abandoned and use was made of simple geometric shapes, interlocking planes, and, later, collage.

Cubism was a reaction against traditional modes of representation and impressionist concerns with light and color. The style, created by Picasso and Braque and first named by the French critic 
Louis Vauxcelles

 in 1908, was inspired by the later work of Cézanne and by African sculpture.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cubist

 
/ˈkyo͞obəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
cubistic

 
/kyo͞oˈbistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
cubisme

 , from 
cube

 (see cube
 ).






cubit

 
/ˈkyo͞obət/





I.
 
noun




an ancient measure of length, approximately equal to the length of a forearm. It was typically about 18 inches or 44 cm, though there was a 
long cubit

 of about 21 inches or 52 cm.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
cubitum

 ‘elbow, forearm, cubit.’





cubital

 
/ˈkyo͞obədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of the forearm or the elbow




•
 
the cubital vein.










2.
 


[Entomology]

 of the cubitus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
cubitalis

 , from 
cubitus

 ‘cubit.’





cubitus

 
/ˈkyo͞obədəs/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the fifth longitudinal vein from the anterior edge of an insect's wing.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin.





cuboid

 
/ˈkyo͞oboid/





I.
 
adjective




more or less cubic in shape




•
 
the school was a hideous cuboid erection of brick and glass.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a solid that has six rectangular faces at right angles to each other.




2.
 
(also 
cuboid bone

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a squat tarsal bone on the outer side of the foot, articulating with the heel bone and the fourth and fifth metatarsals.








III.
 
derivatives





cuboidal

 
/-ˌboidl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
cuboides

 , from Greek 
kuboeidēs

 , from 
kubos

 (see cube
 ).





cub reporter






noun






‹informal›

 a young or inexperienced newspaper reporter.













Cub Scout






noun




a member of the junior branch of the Boy Scouts, for boys aged about 8 to 10.













cucking stool

 
/ˈkəkiNG ˌsto͞ol/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a chair to which a disorderly person was tied and then ducked into water or subjected to public ridicule as a punishment.











– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
cuck

 ‘defecate,’ of Scandinavian origin; so named because a stool containing a chamber pot was often used for the purpose.






cuckold

 
/ˈkəkəld ˈkəkōld/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the husband of an adulteress, often regarded as an object of derision.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a man) make (another man) a cuckold by having a sexual relationship with his wife.




2.
 
(of a man's wife) make (her husband) a cuckold.








III.
 
derivatives





cuckoldry

 
/-drē /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English, from Old French 
cucuault

 , from 
cucu

 ‘cuckoo’ (from the cuckoo's habit of laying its egg in another bird's nest). The equivalent words in French and other languages applied to both the bird and the adulterer; 
cuckold

 has never been applied to the bird in English.






cuckoo

 
/ˈko͞oko͞o ˈko͝oko͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medium-sized long-tailed bird, typically with a gray or brown back and barred or pale underparts. Many cuckoos lay their eggs in the nests of small songbirds.

[Family 
Cuculidae

 (the 
cuckoo family

 ): numerous genera and species, esp. the 
cuckoo

 (
Cuculus canorus

 ), the male of which has a well-known two-note call. The cuckoo family also includes the coucals, roadrunners, and anis.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a mad person.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 mad; crazy




•
 
people think you're cuckoo.














III.
 
phrases





cuckoo in the nest






an unwelcome intruder in a place or situation.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cucu

 , imitative of its call.





cuckoo bee






noun




a bee that lays its eggs in the nest of another species of bee, the young being raised and fed by the host.

[
Nomada

 and related genera (which parasitize solitary bees), and 
Psithyrus

 (which parasitize bumblebees), family 
Apidae

 .]













cuckoo clock






noun




a clock that strikes the hour with a sound like a cuckoo's call and typically has a mechanical cuckoo that emerges with each note.













cuckooflower

 
/ˈko͞oko͞oˌflouər/





I.
 
noun




a spring-flowering, herbaceous plant with pale lilac flowers, growing in damp meadows and by streams.

[
Cardamine pratensis

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: so named because it flowers at the time of year when the cuckoo is first heard calling.






cuckoopint

 
/ˈko͞oko͞opīnt/





I.
 
noun




the common European wild arum of woodland and hedgerows, with a pale spathe and a purple or green spadix followed by bright red berries.

Also called lords-and-ladies
 or jack-in-the-pulpit
 . [
Arum maculatum

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from earlier 
cuckoo-pintle

 , from pintle
 in the obsolete sense ‘penis’ (because of the shape of the spadix).






cuckoo spit






noun




whitish froth found in compact masses on leaves and plant stems, exuded by the nymphs of froghoppers.













cuckoo wasp






noun




a wasp that lays its eggs in the nest of a bee or another species of wasp, in particular

[● a true wasp lacking a worker caste, whose larvae are fed by the social wasp host (several species in the family 
Vespidae

 , including 
Vespula austriaca

 ).]














cucumber

 
/ˈkyo͞oˌkəmbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, green-skinned fruit with watery flesh, usually eaten raw in salads or pickled.




2.
 
the climbing plant of the gourd family that yields this fruit, native to the Chinese Himalayan region. It is widely cultivated but very rare in the wild.

[
Cucumis sativus

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]








II.
 
phrases





(as) cool as a cucumber





a.
 
untroubled by heat, stress, or exertion.




b.
 
calm and relaxed.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cocombre

 , 
coucombre

 , from Latin 
cucumis

 , 
cucumer-

 .





cucumber mosaic






noun




a viral disease affecting plants of the gourd family, spread by beetles and aphids and causing mottling and stunting.













cucurbit

 
/kyo͞oˈkərbət/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a plant of the gourd family (
Cucurbitaceae

 ), which includes melon, pumpkin, squash, and cucumber.








II.
 
derivatives





cucurbitaceous

 
/kyo͞oˌkərbəˈtāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cucurbite

 , from Latin 
cucurbita

 .





Cúcuta

 
/ˈko͞oko͝oˌtä/






an industrial and commercial city in northern Colombia, near the Venezuelan border, in the Andes; pop. 603,800 (est. 2009).










cud

 
/kəd/





I.
 
noun




partly digested food returned from the first stomach of ruminants to the mouth for further chewing.








II.
 
phrases





chew the cud





a.
 
(of a ruminant animal) further chew partly digested food.




b.
 


(Brit.)

 think or talk reflectively.















– origin

 Old English 
cwidu

 , 
cudu

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Kitt

 ‘cement, putty’ and Swedish 
kåda

 ‘resin.’





cuddle

 
/ˈkədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold close in one's arms as a way of showing love or affection




•
 
he cuddles the baby close




•
 
they were cuddling each other in the back seat




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the pair have been spotted kissing and cuddling.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lie or sit close and snug




•
 
I love 
cuddling up

 in front of a fire




•
 
they cuddled together to keep out the cold.














II.
 
noun




a prolonged and affectionate hug.








III.
 
derivatives





cuddlesome

 
/ˈkədlsəm /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (rare before the 18th cent.): of unknown origin.





cuddly

 
/ˈkədlē/






adjective




endearing and pleasant to cuddle, especially as a result of being soft or plump




•
 
she was short and cuddly.



















cuddy1


 
/ˈkədē/






noun




a small room or compartment , especially on a boat.













cuddy2


 
/ˈkədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dialect›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a donkey.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a stupid person




•
 
you great soft cuddy!

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps a nickname for the given name 
Cuthbert

 , once popular in Scotland and northern England.





cudgel

 
/ˈkəjəl/





I.
 
noun




a short thick stick used as a weapon.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat with a cudgel.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cudgel one's brain (or brains)






think hard about a problem.









2.
 
take up the cudgels






start to defend or support someone or something strongly




•
 
there was no one else to 
take up the cudgels on their behalf

 .





















– origin

 Old English 
cycgel

 , of unknown origin.





cue1


 
/kyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing said or done that serves as a signal to an actor or other performer to enter or to begin their speech or performance.




2.
 
a signal for action




•
 
any conversational lull was my 
cue for

 asking a question.










3.
 
a piece of information or circumstance that aids the memory in retrieving details not recalled spontaneously.




4.
 


[Psychology]

 a feature of something perceived that is used in the brain's interpretation of the perception




•
 
expectancy is communicated both by auditory and visual cues.










5.
 
a hint or indication about how to behave in particular circumstances




•
 
my teacher joked about such attitudes and I followed her cue.










6.
 
a facility for playing through an audio or video recording very rapidly until a desired starting point is reached.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a cue to or for




•
 
curious pedestrians are cued by the arrival of stretch limousines.










2.
 
act as a prompt or reminder




•
 
have a list of needs and questions on paper to cue you.










3.
 
set a piece of audio or video equipment in readiness to play (a particular part of the recorded material)




•
 
features make it easier to 
cue up

 a tape for editing.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on cue






at the correct moment




•
 
right on cue the door opened.















2.
 
take one's cue from






follow the example or advice of




•
 
McGee did not move and Julia took her cue from him.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






cue2


 
/kyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a long, straight, tapering wooden rod for striking the ball in pool, billiards, snooker, etc.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use a cue to strike a ball in pool, billiards, snooker, etc.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a long plait or pigtail): variant of queue
 .





cue ball

 
/ˈkyo͞o ˌbôl/






noun




the ball, usually a white one, that is to be struck with the cue in pool, billiards, snooker, etc.













cue bid






noun






[Bridge]

 a bid intended to give specific information about the content of the hand to the bidder's partner, for example, possession of a control in the opponents' suit.













cueca

 
/ˈkwākə/





I.
 
noun




a lively South American dance.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: American Spanish, from 
zamacueca

 , also denoting a dance performed especially in Chile.





cue card

 
/ˈkyo͞o ˌkärd/






noun




a card held beside a camera for a television broadcaster to read from while appearing to look into the camera.













cued speech

 
/ˌkyo͞od ˈspēCH/






noun




a method of communication in which the mouth movements of speech are combined with a system of hand movements to facilitate understanding and use by people who are deaf or hard of hearing.













Cuenca

 
/ˈkweNGkə/






a city in the Andes in southern Ecuador; pop. 374,200 (est. 2008). Founded in 1557, it is known as the “marble city” because of its many fine buildings.









Cuernavaca

 
/ˌkwernəˈväkə/






a resort town in central Mexico, at an altitude of 5,060 feet (1,542 m), capital of the state of Morelos; pop. 332,197 (2005).









cuesta

 
/ˈkwestə/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a ridge with a gentle slope (dip) on one side and a steep slope (scarp) on the other.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally a US term for a steep slope at the edge of a plain): from Spanish,‘slope,’ from Latin 
costa

 ‘rib, flank.’





cuff1


 
/kəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the end part of a sleeve, where the material of the sleeve is turned back or a separate band is sewn on.




2.
 
the part of a glove covering the wrist.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the turned-up end of a trouser leg.




4.
 
the top part of a boot, typically padded or turned down.




5.
 
an inflatable bag wrapped around the arm when blood pressure is measured.




6.
 
(
cuffs

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 handcuffs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 secure with handcuffs




•
 
the man's hands were cuffed behind his back.














III.
 
phrases





off the cuff








‹informal›

 without preparation




•
 
they posed some difficult questions to answer off the cuff




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an off-the-cuff remark.







[as if from impromptu notes made on one's shirt cuffs.]















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a glove or mitten): of unknown origin.






cuff2


 
/kəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone) with an open hand, especially on the head




•
 
he cuffed him playfully on the ear.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a blow given with an open hand.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





cuffed

 
/kəft/






adjective




(of an item of clothing) having a section of the material at the end turned back, or a separate band sewn on




•
 
laboratory coats with cuffed sleeves




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a double-cuffed striped shirt.



















cufflink

 
/ˈkəfˌliNGk/






noun

 — (usu. 
cufflinks

 )


1.
 
a device for fastening together the sides of a shirt cuff, often decorative.













Cuiabá

 
/ˌko͞oyəˈbä/





I.
 
a river port in west central Brazil, on the Cuiabá River; pop. 526,831 (2007).




II.
 
a river in western Brazil that rises in the Mato Grosso plateau and flows for 300 miles (483 km) to join the São Lourenço River near the border with Bolivia.









cui bono?

 
/kwē ˈbōnō/





I.
 
exclamation




who stands, or stood, to gain (from a crime, and so might have been responsible for it)?











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to whom (is it) a benefit?’






cuirass

 
/kwiˈras kyo͝oˈras/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of armor consisting of breastplate and backplate fastened together.




2.
 
a hard protective cover on an animal.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 an artificial ventilator that encloses the body, leaving the limbs free, and forces air in and out of the lungs by changes in pressure.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cuirace

 , based on late Latin 
coriaceus

 (adjective), from 
corium

 ‘leather’ (of which a cuirass was originally made).





cuirassier

 
/ˈkwirəˌsir ˈkyo͝orəˌsir ˌkwirəˈsir/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a cavalry soldier wearing a cuirass.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: French, from 
cuirasse

 , from Old French 
cuirace

 (see cuirass
 ).





cuisine

 
/kwəˈzēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style or method of cooking, especially as characteristic of a particular country, region, or establishment




•
 
much Venetian cuisine is based on seafood.










2.
 
food cooked in a certain way




•
 
we spent the evening sampling the local cuisine.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘kitchen.’





cuisse

 
/kwis /

 
cuish





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
cuisses

 or 
cuishes

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of armor for the thigh.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the plural): from Old French 
cuisseaux

 , plural of 
cuissel

 , from late Latin 
coxale

 , from 
coxa

 ‘hip.’





cuke

 
/kyo͞ok/






noun




informal term for cucumber
 .













Culbertson, Ely

 
/ˈkəlbərtsən/






(1891–1955), US bridge player. He revolutionized the game of contract bridge by formalizing a system of bidding.









Culdee

 
/ˌkəlˈdē ˈkəlˌdē/





I.
 
noun




an Irish or Scottish monk of the 8th to 12th centuries, living as a recluse usually in a group of thirteen (on the analogy of Jesus Christ and his Apostles). The tradition ceased as the Celtic Church was brought under Roman Catholic rule.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
culdeus

 , alteration, influenced by Latin 
cultores Dei

 ‘worshipers of God,’ of 
kelledei

 (plural, found in early Scottish records), from Old Irish 
céle dé

 , literally ‘companion of God.’





cul-de-sac

 
/ˈkəldəˌsak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a street or passage closed at one end.




2.
 
a route or course leading nowhere




•
 
the pro-democracy forces found themselves in a political cul-de-sac.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a vessel, tube, or sac, e.g., the cecum, open at only one end.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally in anatomy): French, literally ‘bottom of a sack.’






-cule





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
molecule

 , 
reticule

 , which were originally diminutives.











– origin

 from French 
-cule

 or Latin 
-culus

 , 
-cula

 , 
-culum

 .






culex

 
/ˈkyo͞oˌleks /

 
culex mosquito





I.
 
noun




a mosquito of a genus that includes a number of kinds commonly found in cooler regions. They do not transmit malaria, but can pass on a variety of other parasites including those causing filariasis.

Compare with anopheles
 . [Genus 
Culex

 , subfamily 
Culicinae

 , family 
Culicidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





culicine

 
/ˈkyo͞oləˌsīn /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘gnat.’





Culiacán Rosales

 
/ˌko͞olyəˈkän rōˈsäləs, rōˈzäləs/






a city in northwestern Mexico, capital of the state of Sinaloa; pop. 605,304 (2005).









culinary

 
/ˈkələˌnerē ˈkyo͞oləˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




of or for cooking




•
 
culinary skills




•
 
savor the culinary delights of the region.














II.
 
derivatives





culinarily






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
culinarius

 , from 
culina

 ‘kitchen.’





cull

 
/kəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be culled

 )


1.
 
select from a large quantity; obtain from a variety of sources




•
 
anecdotes culled from Greek and Roman history.










2.
 
reduce the population of (a wild animal) by selective slaughter




•
 
he sees culling deer as a necessity




•
 (as 
noun

 
culling

 )
 
kangaroo culling.










3.
 
send (an inferior or surplus animal on a farm) to be slaughtered.




4.
 


‹literary›

 pick (flowers or fruit)


(as 
adj.

 
culled

 )


•
 
fresh culled daffodils.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a selective slaughter of wild animals.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an inferior or surplus livestock animal selected for killing




•
 
a cull cow.














III.
 
derivatives





culler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coillier

 , based on Latin 
colligere

 (see collect
 1
 ).





Cullen, Countee

 
/ˈkələn/






(1903–46), US poet and prominent figure of the Harlem Renaissance. His works include 
Color

 (1925), 
The Black Christ

 (1929), and 
The Medea and Some Poems

 (1935).









cullet

 
/ˈkələt/





I.
 
noun




recycled broken or waste glass used in glassmaking.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of collet
 , in the obsolete sense ‘glass left on the blowing iron when the finished article is removed.’





Culloden, Battle of

 
/kəˈlädn/






the final engagement of the Jacobite uprising of 1745–46, fought April 16 on a moor near Inverness, the last pitched battle on British soil. The Hanoverian army under the Duke of Cumberland crushed the small and poorly supplied Jacobite army of Charles Edward Stuart, and a ruthless pursuit after the battle effectively prevented any chance of saving the Jacobite cause.









cully

 
/ˈkəlē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 (often as a form of address) a man; a friend.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a person who is imposed upon): of unknown origin.





culm

 
/kəlm/





I.
 
noun




the hollow stem of a grass or cereal plant, especially that bearing the flower.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
culmus

 ‘stalk.’





Culm

 
/kəlm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a series of Carboniferous strata in southwestern England, mainly shale and limestone with some thin coal seams.




2.
 
(
culm

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 
‹archaic›

 coal dust or slack.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘soot, smut,’ now only Scots): probably related to coal
 .





culmen

 
/ˈkəlmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Ornithology]

 the upper ridge of a bird's bill.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small region in the brain on the anterior surface of the cerebellum.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘top, summit’): from Latin, contraction of 
columen

 ‘top, summit.’





culminant

 
/ˈkəlmənənt/






adjective




at or forming the top or highest point.













culminate

 
/ˈkəlməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach a climax or point of highest development




•
 
the tensions and disorders which 
culminated in

 World War II.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be the climax or point of highest development of




•
 
her book culminated a research project on the symmetry studies of Escher.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 (of a celestial body) reach the highest point at the meridian.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in astronomy and astrology): from late Latin 
culminat-

 ‘exalted,’ from the verb 
culminare

 , from 
culmen

 ‘summit.’





culmination

 
/ˌkəlməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the highest or climactic point of something, especially as attained after a long time




•
 
the product was the culmination of 13 years of research.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 the reaching of the meridian by a celestial body.













culottes

 
/ˈk(y)o͝oˌläts k(y)o͞oˈläts/





I.
 
plural noun




women's knee-length trousers, cut with very full legs to resemble a skirt.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French,‘breeches,’ diminutive of 
cul

 ‘rump,’ from Latin 
culus

 .





culpability

 
/ˌkəlpəˈbilədē/






noun




responsibility for a fault or wrong; blame




•
 
a level of moral culpability.



















culpable

 
/ˈkəlpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




deserving blame




•
 
sometimes you're just as culpable when you watch something as when you actually participate.














II.
 
derivatives





culpably

 
/ˈkəlpəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘deserving punishment’): from Old French 
coupable

 , 
culpable

 , from Latin 
culpabilis

 , from 
culpare

 ‘to blame,’ from 
culpa

 ‘fault, blame.’





culprit

 
/ˈkəlprət ˈkəlˌprit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is responsible for a crime or other misdeed.




2.
 
the cause of a problem or defect




•
 
viruses could turn out to be the culprit.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally in the formula 
Culprit

 , 
how will you be tried?

 , said by the Clerk of the Crown in England to a prisoner pleading not guilty): perhaps from a misinterpretation of the written abbreviation 
cul. prist

 , for Anglo-Norman French 
Culpable: prest d'averrer notre bille

 ‘(You are) guilty: (We are) ready to prove our indictment’; in later use influenced by Latin 
culpa

 ‘fault, blame.’






cult

 
/kəlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of religious veneration and devotion directed toward a particular figure or object




•
 
the cult of St. Olaf.










2.
 
a relatively small group of people having religious beliefs or practices regarded by others as strange or sinister




•
 
a network of Satan-worshiping cults.










3.
 
a misplaced or excessive admiration for a particular person or thing




•
 
a 
cult of personality

 surrounding the leaders.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a person or thing that is popular or fashionable, especially among a particular section of society




•
 
a cult film.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cultic

 
/-tik /






adjective













2.
 
cultish






adjective













3.
 
cultishness






noun













4.
 
cultism

 
/-ˌtizəm /






noun













5.
 
cultist

 
/-tist /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting homage paid to a divinity): from French 
culte

 or Latin 
cultus

 ‘worship,’ from 
cult-

 ‘inhabited, cultivated, worshiped,’ from the verb 
colere

 .





cultch

 
/kəlCH /

 
culch





I.
 
noun




the mass of stones, broken shells, and grit of which an oyster bed is formed.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





cult classic






noun




something, typically a movie or book, that is popular or fashionable among a particular group or section of society




•
 
fans of this cult classic will be thrilled to see it in its original widescreen version




•
 
his legacy is a spoof documentary which became a cult classic.



















cult figure






noun




a writer, musician, artist, or other public figure who is greatly admired by a relatively small audience or is influential despite limited commercial success




•
 
at the time he was pretty much a cult figure, known only to a handful of art-movie buffs.



















cult hero






noun




a writer, musician, artist, or other public figure who is greatly admired by a relatively small audience or is influential despite limited commercial success




•
 
the group were cult heroes on the US college rock circuit before finding worldwide fame in the 90s.



















cult heroine






noun




a female writer, musician, artist, or other public figure who is greatly admired by a relatively small audience or is influential despite limited commercial success




•
 
she can still generate the kind of energy that made her a cult heroine over 17 years ago.



















cultigen

 
/ˈkəltəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant species or variety known only in cultivation, especially one with no known wild ancestor.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
cultivated

 (past participle of cultivate
 ) + -gen
 .






cultivar

 
/ˈkəltəˌvär/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant variety that has been produced in cultivation by selective breeding. Cultivars are usually designated in the style 
Taxus baccata

 “Variegata.”

See also variety
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 1920s: blend of cultivate
 and variety
 .






cultivate

 
/ˈkəltəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare and use (land) for crops or gardening.




2.
 
break up (soil) in preparation for sowing or planting.




3.
 
raise or grow (plants), especially on a large scale for commercial purposes.




4.
 


[Biology]

 grow or maintain (living cells or tissue) in culture.




5.
 
try to acquire or develop (a quality, sentiment, or skill)




•
 
he cultivated an air of indifference.










6.
 
try to win the friendship or favor of (someone)




•
 
it helps if you go out of your way to cultivate the local people.










7.
 
apply oneself to improving or developing (one's mind or manners).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cultivable

 
/ˈkəltəvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
cultivatable

 
/-ˌvātəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
cultivat-

 ‘prepared for crops,’ from the verb 
cultivare

 , from 
cultiva (terra

 ) ‘arable (land),’ from 
colere

 ‘cultivate, inhabit.’





cultivated

 
/ˈkəltəˌvādəd/






adjective




refined and well educated




•
 
he was a remarkably cultivated and educated man.



















cultivation

 
/ˌkəltəˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of cultivating land, or the state of being cultivated




•
 
the cultivation of crops




•
 
the economy was based largely on rice cultivation.










2.
 
the process of trying to acquire or develop a quality or skill




•
 
the cultivation of good staff–management relations.










3.
 
refinement and good education




•
 
a man of cultivation and taste.



















cultivator

 
/ˈkəltəˌvādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that cultivates something




•
 
they were herders of cattle and cultivators of corn.










2.
 
a mechanical implement for breaking up the soil and uprooting weeds.













cultural

 
/ˈkəlCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ideas, customs, and social behavior of a society




•
 
the cultural diversity of the world's peoples.










2.
 
of or relating to the arts and to intellectual achievements




•
 
a cultural festival.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cultura

 ‘tillage’ + -al
 .





cultural attaché

 
/ˈkəlCH(ə)rəl ˈˌadəˈSHā aˌtaˈSHā/






noun




an embassy official whose function is to promote cultural relations between the home country and the foreign country.













cultural diversity






noun




the existence of a variety of cultural or ethnic groups within a society




•
 
cultural diversity has increased, exposing kids to new tastes and experiences.



















culturally

 
/ˈkəlCHərəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the ideas, customs, and social behavior of different societies




•
 
the story is culturally insensitive




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
culturally, talking about class has become boring, unfashionable.










2.
 
in a way that relates to the arts and to intellectual achievements




•
 
a culturally vibrant city.



















Cultural Revolution

 
/ˈˌkəlCH(ə)rəl ˌrevəˈl(y)o͞oSHən/






a political upheaval in China 1966–76 intended to bring about a return to revolutionary Maoist beliefs. Largely carried forward by the Red Guard, it resulted in attacks on intellectuals, a large-scale purge in party posts, and the appearance of a personality cult around Mao Zedong. It led to considerable economic dislocation and was gradually brought to a halt by premier Zhou Enlai.









culturati

 
/ˌkəlCHəˈrädē/





I.
 
plural noun




well-educated people who appreciate the arts.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
culture

 and 
literati

 .






culture

 
/ˈkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the arts and other manifestations of human intellectual achievement regarded collectively




•
 
20th century popular culture.










2.
 
a refined understanding or appreciation of this




•
 
men of culture.










3.
 
the customs, arts, social institutions, and achievements of a particular nation, people, or other social group




•
 
Caribbean culture




•
 
people from many different cultures.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the attitudes and behavior characteristic of a particular social group




•
 
the emerging drug culture.










5.
 


[Biology]

 the cultivation of bacteria, tissue cells, etc., in an artificial medium containing nutrients




•
 
the cells proliferate readily 
in culture

 .










6.
 
a preparation of cells obtained from a culture




•
 
the bacterium was isolated in two blood cultures.










7.
 
the cultivation of plants




•
 
this variety of lettuce is popular for its ease of culture.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 maintain (tissue cells, bacteria, etc.) in conditions suitable for growth.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a cultivated piece of land): the noun from French 
culture

 or directly from Latin 
cultura

 ‘growing, cultivation’; the verb from obsolete French 
culturer

 or medieval Latin 
culturare

 , both based on Latin 
colere

 ‘tend, cultivate’ (see cultivate
 ). In late Middle English the sense was ‘cultivation of the soil’ and from this (early 16th cent.) arose ‘cultivation (of the mind, faculties, or manners)’; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 19th cent.





culture-bound

 
/ˈkəlCHərˌbound/






adjective




restricted in character or outlook by belonging or referring to a particular culture.













cultured

 
/ˈkəlCHərd/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by refined taste and manners and good education




•
 
the development of a modern, cultured society.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of tissue cells, bacteria, etc.) grown or propagated in an artificial medium.




3.
 
(of a pearl) formed around a foreign body inserted into an oyster




•
 
her only jewelry was a string of cultured pearls.



















culture shock

 
/ˈkəlCHər ˌSHäk/






noun




the feeling of disorientation experienced by someone who is suddenly subjected to an unfamiliar culture, way of life, or set of attitudes.













culture vulture

 
/ˈkəlCHər ˈvəlCHər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is very interested in the arts, especially to an obsessive degree.













culture war






noun




a conflict between groups with different ideals, beliefs, and philosophies




•
 
a culture war between secular and religious activism.



















cultus

 
/ˈkəltəs/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a system or variety of religious worship.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin (see cult
 ).





Culver City

 
/ˌkəlvər ˈsidē/






a city in southwestern California, west of Los Angeles, an industrial and filmmaking center; pop. 38,580 (est. 2008).









culverin

 
/ˈkəlvərən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a 16th- or 17th- century cannon with a relatively long barrel for its bore, typically about 10 to 13 feet long.




2.
 
a kind of handgun of the 15th and 16th centuries.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from Old French 
coulevrine

 , from 
couleuvre

 ‘snake,’ based on Latin 
colubra

 .





culvert

 
/ˈkəlvərt/





I.
 
noun




a tunnel carrying a stream or open drain under a road or railroad.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be culverted

 )


1.
 
channel (a stream or drain) through a culvert.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





cum1


 
/ko͝om kəm/





I.
 
preposition

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
combined with; also used as (used to describe things with a dual nature or function)




•
 
a study-cum-bedroom.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin.





cum2


 
/kəm/






noun






‹informal›

 variant spelling of come
 .













cum.






abbreviation




cumulative.













Cumaná

 
/ˌko͞omäˈnä/






a historic port city in northeastern Venezuela, capital of Sucre state, on the Manzanares River; pop. 322,000 (est. 2009). It is said to be the oldest European settlement in South America.










cumber

 
/ˈkəmbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 hamper or hinder (someone or something)




•
 
they were cumbered with greatcoats and swords.










2.
 


‹dated›

 obstruct (a path or space)




•
 
the road was clean and dry and not still cumbered by slush.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a hindrance, obstruction, or burden




•
 
a cumber of limestone rocks.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘overthrow, destroy’): probably from encumber
 .





Cumberland

 
/ˈkəmbərlənd/





I.
 
a city in northwestern Maryland, on the northern banks of the Potomac River; pop. 20,495 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in northeastern Rhode Island, north of Providence; pop. 34,209 (est. 2008).









Cumberland Gap

 
/ˌkəmbərlənd ˈɡap/






a historic pass through the Appalachian Mountains, from southwestern Virginia into southeastern Kentucky.









Cumberland River






a river that flows for 690 miles (1,110 km) from the Cumberland Plateau in southeastern Kentucky across northern Tennessee and back into Kentucky, where it joins the Ohio River near Paducah.









Cumberland sauce






noun




a piquant sauce served as a relish with game and cold meats. It is typically made from red currant jelly flavored with orange, mustard, and port.














cumbersome

 
/ˈkəmbərsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
large or heavy and therefore difficult to carry or use; unwieldy




•
 
cumbersome diving suits.










2.
 
slow or complicated and therefore inefficient




•
 
organizations with cumbersome hierarchical structures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cumbersomely






adverb













2.
 
cumbersomeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘difficult to get through’): from cumber
 + -some
 1
 .





cumbia

 
/ˈkəmbēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of dance music of Colombian origin, similar to salsa.




2.
 
a dance performed to cumbia music.











– origin

 1940s: from Colombian Spanish, perhaps from Spanish 
cumbé

 .





Cumbria

 
/ˈkəmbrēə/





I.
 
a county in northwestern England; county town, Carlisle. Cumbria was an ancient British kingdom, and the name continued to be used for the hilly northwestern region of England that contains the Lake District and much of the northern Pennines. The county of Cumbria was formed in 1974.







– origin

 from medieval Latin, from Welsh 
Cymry

 ‘Welshman.’





Cumbrian

 
/ˈkəmbrēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the English county of Cumbria




•
 
the fells and lakes that make up the Cumbrian landscape.














II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of the English county of Cumbria




•
 
the Cumbrians knocked them out of the competition.



















cumbrous

 
/ˈkəmbrəs/





I.
 
adjective




literary term for cumbersome
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cumbrously






adverb













2.
 
cumbrousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘difficult to get through’): from cumber
 + -ous
 .





cum dividend






adverb




(of stocks) with a dividend.













cumec

 
/ˈkyo͞oˌmek/





I.
 
noun




a unit of flow equal to one cubic meter of water per second




•
 
minimum flows proposed would vary seasonally between 80 cumecs in winter and 140 cumecs in summer.

















– origin

 on the model of 
cusec

 .





cumene

 
/ˈkyo͞omēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid hydrocarbon made catalytically from benzene, chiefly as an intermediate in phenol synthesis.

[Alternative name: 
isopropyl benzene

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CH(CH3
 )2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cuminum

 ‘cumin’ + -ene
 .





cum grano salis

 
/ˌkəm ˌɡränō ˈsāləs/





I.
 
adverb

 — (in phrase 
take something cum grano salis

 )


1.
 
another way of saying take something with a grain of salt
 (see salt
 ).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘with a grain of salt.’






cumin

 
/ˈkəmin ˈk(y)o͞omin /

 
cummin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the aromatic seeds of a plant of the parsley family, used as a spice, especially ground and used in curry powder.




2.
 
the small, slender plant that bears cumin and grows from the Mediterranean to central Asia.

[
Cuminum cyminum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
cymen

 , from Latin 
cuminum

 , from Greek 
kuminon

 , probably of Semitic origin and related to Hebrew 
kammōn

 and Arabic 
kammūn

 ; superseded in Middle English by forms from Old French 
cumon

 , 
comin

 , also from Latin.





cum laude

 
/ko͝omˈlôːdē/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 with distinction (with reference to college degrees and diplomas).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘with praise.’





cummerbund

 
/ˈkəmərˌbənd/





I.
 
noun




a sash worn around the waist, especially as part of a man's evening clothes.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Urdu and Persian 
kamar-band

 , from 
kamar

 ‘waist, loins’ and 
-bandi

 ‘band.’ The sash was formerly worn in the Indian subcontinent by domestic workers and low-status office workers.





cummings, E. E.

 
/ˈkəmiNGz/






(1894–1962), US poet and novelist; full name 
Edward Estlin Cummings

 . His poems are characterized by their experimental typography (most notably by the avoidance of capital letters), technical skill, frank vocabulary, and sharp satire. Notable works: 
The Enormous Room

 (1922) and 
95 Poems

 (1956).









cummingtonite

 
/ˈkəmiNGtəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral occurring typically as brownish fibrous crystals in some metamorphic rocks. It is a magnesium-rich iron silicate of the amphibole group.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after 
Cummington

 , a town in Massachusetts, + -ite
 1
 .





cumulate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkyo͞omyəˌlāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather together and combine




•
 
the systems cumulate data over a period of years.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be gathered together and combined




•
 
all unpaid dividend payments cumulate and are paid when earnings are sufficient.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
cumulated

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 denoting two double bonds attached to the same carbon atom.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkyo͞omyələt /



1.
 


[Geology]

 an igneous rock formed by gravitational settling of particles in a magma.








III.
 
derivatives





cumulation

 
/ˌkyo͞omyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘gather in a heap’): from Latin 
cumulat-

 ‘heaped,’ from the verb 
cumulare

 , from 
cumulus

 ‘a heap.’ Current senses date from the early 20th cent.





cumulative

 
/ˈkyo͞omyələdiv ˈkyo͞omyəˌlādiv/





I.
 
adjective




increasing or increased in quantity, degree, or force by successive additions




•
 
the cumulative effect of two years of drought.














II.
 
derivatives





cumulativeness






noun






















cumulative distribution function






noun






[Statistics]

 a function whose value is the probability that a corresponding continuous random variable has a value less than or equal to the argument of the function.













cumulative error






noun






[Statistics]

 an error consistently in the same direction for all observations.













cumulatively

 
/ˈkyo͞omyələdivlē ˈkyo͞omyəˌlādivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that increases in quantity, degree, or force by successive additions




•
 
success must be measured cumulatively.










2.
 
taken as a whole; in combination




•
 
the artworks cumulatively covered 500 years.



















cumulative preferred stock






noun




a preferred stock whose annual fixed-rate dividend, if it cannot be paid in any year, accrues until it can and is paid before common dividends.













cumulative voting

 
/ˈkyo͞omyəˌlādiv ˈkyo͞omyələdiv vōdiNG/






noun




a system of voting in an election in which each voter is allowed as many votes as there are candidates and may give all to one candidate or varying numbers to several.













cumuliform

 
/ˈkyo͞omyələˌfôrm/






adjective




(of a cloud) developed in a predominantly vertical direction.













cumulonimbus

 
/ˌkyo͞omyəlōˈnimbəs/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a cloud forming a towering mass with a flat base at fairly low altitude and often a flat top, as in thunderstorms.














cumulus

 
/ˈkyo͞omyələs/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a cloud forming rounded masses heaped on each other above a flat base at fairly low altitude.








II.
 
derivatives





cumulous

 
/-ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a heap or an accumulation): from Latin,‘heap.’





Cunard, Sir Samuel

 
/k(y)o͞oˈnärd/






(1787–1865), British shipowner; born in Canada. He founded the steamship company that still bears his name with the aid of a contract that began in 1840 to carry the mail between Britain and Canada.









cunctation

 
/kəNGkˈtāSHən/






noun




the action or an instance of delaying; tardy action.













cuneate

 
/ˈkyo͞onēāt ˈkyo͞onēət/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 wedge-shaped.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
cuneus

 ‘wedge’ + -ate
 2
 .





cuneiform

 
/kyo͞oˈnēəˌfôrm ˈkyo͞onəˌfôrm ˈkyo͞onēəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to the wedge-shaped characters used in the ancient writing systems of Mesopotamia, Persia, and Ugarit, surviving mainly impressed on clay tablets




•
 
a cuneiform inscription.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 denoting three bones of the tarsus (ankle) between the navicular bone and the metatarsals.




3.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 wedge-shaped




•
 
the eggs are cuneiform.














II.
 
noun




cuneiform writing.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
cunéiforme

 or modern Latin 
cuneiformis

 , from Latin 
cuneus

 ‘wedge.’





Cunene

 
/ko͞oˈnānə/






a river in Angola that rises near the city of Huambo and flows south and then west for 156 miles (250 km) to the Atlantic Ocean.









cunner

 
/ˈkənər/





I.
 
noun




an edible greenish-gray wrasse (fish) that lives along the Atlantic coast of North America.

[
Tautogolabrus adspersus

 , family 
Labridae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps associated with archaic 
conder

 , denoting a lookout who alerts the crew of fishing boats to the direction taken by shoals of herring.





cunnilingus

 
/ˌkənəˈliNGɡəs/





I.
 
noun




stimulation of the female genitals using the tongue or lips.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
cunnus

 ‘vulva’ + 
lingere

 ‘lick.’





cunning

 
/ˈkəniNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing skill in achieving one's ends by deceit or evasion




•
 
a cunning look came into his eyes.










2.
 
ingenious




•
 
plants have evolved cunning defenses.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 attractive; quaint




•
 
the baby will look cunning in that pink print.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
skill in achieving one's ends by deceit




•
 
a statesman to whom cunning had come as second nature.










2.
 
ingenuity




•
 
what resources of energy and cunning it took just to survive.














III.
 
derivatives





cunningness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old Norse 
kunnandi

 ‘knowledge,’ from 
kunna

 ‘know’ (related to can
 1
 ), or perhaps from Middle English 
cunne

 , an obsolete variant of can
 1
 . The original sense was ‘(possessing) erudition or skill’ and had no implication of deceit; the sense ‘deceitfulness’ dates from late Middle English.





Cunningham, Merce

 
/ˈkəniNGˌham/






(1919–2009), US dancer and choreographer. As a dancer with the Martha Graham dance company 1939–45, he experimented with choreography and collaborated with composer John Cage in solo performances in 1944. He formed his own company in 1953.









cunningly

 
/ˈkəniNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a clever and deceitful way




•
 
an important document was cunningly hidden under the noses of the police.










2.
 
in an ingenious way




•
 
the tracks are arranged in cunningly interwoven layers.



















Cunobelinus

 
/ˌk(y)o͞onōbəˈlīnəs, -ˈlē-/






variant of Cymbeline
 .









cunt

 
/kənt/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.











– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to Norwegian and Swedish dialect 
kunta

 , and Middle Low German, Middle Dutch, and Danish dialect 
kunte

 .






cup

 
/kəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, bowl-shaped container for drinking from, typically having a handle.




2.
 
the contents of a cup




•
 


a

 strong 
cup of

 tea.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a measure of capacity used in cooking, equal to half a pint—that is, 8 ounces (0.237 l)




•
 


one cup of

 butter.










4.
 
(in church use) a chalice used at the Eucharist.




5.
 
an ornamental trophy in the form of a cup, usually made of gold or silver and having a stem and two handles, awarded as a prize in a contest.




6.
 
(
Cup

 )
 — a contest in which an ornamental trophy in the form of a cup is awarded




•
 
playing in the Cup is the best thing ever.










7.
 
(
cups

 )
 — one of the suits in a tarot pack.




8.
 
a cup-shaped thing.




9.
 
either of the two parts of a bra shaped to contain or support one breast.




10.
 
a jockstrap having a protective reinforcement of rigid plastic or metal.




11.
 


[Golf]

 the hole on a putting green or the metal container in it.




12.
 


(Canadian)

 a receptacle forming part of a liquidizer.




13.
 
a mixed drink served at parties, typically flavored with fruit juices and containing wine or cider.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (one's hand or hands) into the curved shape of a cup




•
 
“Hey!” Dad shouted, with his hands cupped around his mouth.










2.
 
place the curved hand or hands around




•
 
he 
cupped

 her face 
in his hands

 .










3.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹historical›

 bleed (someone) by using a glass in which a partial vacuum is formed by heating




•
 
Dr. Ross ordered me to be cupped.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in one's cups








‹informal›

 drunk.









2.
 
not one's cup of tea








‹informal›

 not what one likes or is interested in




•
 
cats were not her cup of tea.





















– origin

 Old English: from popular Latin 
cuppa

 , probably from Latin 
cupa

 ‘tub.’





cup-and-ring

 
/ˌkəpənˈriNG/






adjective




denoting marks cut in megalithic monuments consisting of a circular depression surrounded by concentric rings.













cupbearer

 
/ˈkəpˌberər/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 
‹literary›

 a person who serves wine, especially in a royal or noble household.













cupboard

 
/ˈkəbərd/





I.
 
noun




a cabinet or closet, usually with a door and shelves, used for storage




•
 
a kitchen cupboard.














II.
 
phrases





the cupboard is bare






there are no resources or money available for a particular purpose.















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a table or sideboard on which cups, plates, etc., were displayed): from cup
 + board
 .





cupcake

 
/ˈkəpˌkāk/






noun



1.
 
a small cake baked in a cup-shaped container and typically iced.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an attractive woman (often as a term of address).




3.
 
a weak or effeminate man.













cupcakery

 
/ˈkəpˌkākərē/






noun




a bakery that specializes in cupcakes




•
 
we both have a sweet tooth so we make a habit of stopping in local cupcakeries to check them out.



















cup coral






noun




a small, brightly colored, solitary coral with tentacles that end in small knobs, sometimes found in colder seas.

[Genus 
Caryophyllia

 , order 
Scleractinia

 (or 
Madreporaria

 ): several species, including the 
Devonshire cup coral

 (
C. smithi

 ), of European waters.]













cupel

 
/kyo͞oˈpel ˈkyo͞opəl/





I.
 
noun




a shallow, porous container in which gold or silver can be refined or assayed by melting with a blast of hot air, which oxidizes lead or other base metals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assay or refine (a metal) in a cupel.








III.
 
derivatives





cupellation

 
/ˌkyo͞opəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from French 
coupelle

 , diminutive of 
coupe

 ‘goblet.’





Cupertino

 
/ˌko͞opərˈtēnō/






a city in north central California, west of San Jose, part of the Silicon Valley complex; pop. 53,637 (est. 2008).









Cup Final






noun




the final match in a sports competition in which the winners are awarded a cup.













cupful

 
/ˈkəpˌfo͝ol/






noun



1.
 
the amount held by a cup




•
 


a cupful of

 water.










2.
 
another term for cup
 as a measure in cooking:




•
 
add 1 
cupful of

 flour.



















cup fungus






noun




a fungus in which the spore-producing layer forms the lining of a shallow cup.

[Several families in the orders 
Helotiales

 and 
Pezizales

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]













cupholder

 
/ˈkəpˌhōldər/






noun




a device for holding a plastic cup or other drinking container, as in the console of a motor vehicle.














Cupid

 
/ˈkyo͞opəd /

 

‹Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the god of love. He is represented as a naked, winged boy with a bow and arrows, with which he wounds his victims.

Greek equivalent Eros
 .




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ] (also 
cupid

 )
 — a representation of a naked winged child, typically carrying a bow.







– origin

 from Latin 
Cupido

 , personification of 
cupido

 ‘love, desire,’ from 
cupere

 ‘to desire.’






cupidity

 
/kyo͞oˈpidədē/





I.
 
noun




greed for money or possessions.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cupidite

 or Latin 
cupiditas

 , from 
cupidus

 ‘desirous,’ from 
cupere

 ‘to desire.’ Compare with covet
 .





Cupid's bow






noun




a shape like that of the double-curved bow often shown carried by Cupid, especially at the top edge of a person's upper lip.













cup lichen






noun




a greenish-gray lichen that has small, cuplike structures arising from its spreading lobes and is found typically on heathland and moorland.

[Genus 
Cladonia

 , order 
Cladoniales

 : many species.]














cupola

 
/ˈkyo͞opələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small dome, especially a small dome on a drum on top of a larger dome, adorning a roof or ceiling.




2.
 
a gun turret; a small domed hatch above a gun turret on some tanks.




3.
 
(also 
cupola furnace

 )
 — a cylindrical furnace for refining metals, with openings at the bottom for blowing in air and originally with a dome leading to a chimney above.








II.
 
derivatives





cupolaed






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Italian, from late Latin 
cupula

 ‘small cask or burying vault,’ diminutive of 
cupa

 ‘cask.’





cuppa

 
/ˈkəpə /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




a cup of tea




•
 
a good strong cuppa.














II.
 
contraction




cup of




•
 
let's have another cuppa coffee.

















– origin

 1920s: alteration.





cupping

 
/ˈkəpiNG/






noun




(in Chinese medicine) a therapy in which heated glass cups are applied to the skin along the meridians of the body, creating suction as a way of stimulating the flow of energy.













cuppy

 
/ˈkəpē/






adjective




(of ground) full of shallow depressions.













cupr-






combining form




variant spelling of cupro-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
cuprammonium

 ).













cuprammonium

 
/ˌkyo͞oprəˈmōnēəm/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a complex ion, Cu(NH3
 )4
 2+
 , formed in solution when ammonia is added to copper salts. The solution is deep blue and is used to dissolve cellulose.













cupreous

 
/ˈkyo͞oprēəs/





I.
 
adjective




of or like copper.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
cupreus

 (from 
cuprum

 ‘copper’) + -ous
 .






cupric

 
/ˈkyo͞oprik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of copper with a valence of two; of copper(II).

Compare with cuprous
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin 
cuprum

 ‘copper’ + -ic
 .





cuprite

 
/ˈk(y)o͞oprīt/






noun




a dark red or brownish black mineral consisting of cuprous oxide.













cupro

 
/ˈkyo͞oprō/





I.
 
noun




a type of rayon made by dissolving cotton cellulose with cuprammonium salts and spinning the resulting solution into filaments.











– origin

 1980s: an invented word, probably from 
cuprammonium

 .






cupro-

 
cupr-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to copper




•
 
cupronickel.

















– origin

 from late Latin 
cuprum

 .





cupronickel

 
/ˌk(y)o͞oprōˈnik(ə)l/






noun




an alloy of copper and nickel, especially in the proportions 3:1 as used in “silver” coins.














cuprous

 
/ˈkyo͞oprəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of copper with a valence of one; of copper(I).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: partly directly from late Latin 
cuprum

 ‘copper’ (reinforced by cupric
 ) + -ous
 .





cupule

 
/ˈkyo͞opyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a cup-shaped organ, structure, or receptacle in a plant or animal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
cupula

 (see cupola
 ).





cur

 
/kər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aggressive dog or one that is in poor condition, especially a mongrel.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a contemptible man.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘dog’): probably originally in 
cur-dog

 , perhaps from Old Norse 
kurr

 ‘grumbling.’





cur.






abbreviation



1.
 
currency.




2.
 
current.














curable

 
/ˈkyo͝orəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or condition) able to be cured




•
 
most skin cancers are completely curable.










2.
 
(of plastic, varnish, etc.) able to be hardened by some additive or other agent




•
 
a radiation-curable coating.














II.
 
derivatives





curability

 
/ˌkyo͝orəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
curabilis

 , from Latin 
curare

 (see cure
 ).





curaçao

 
/ˈk(y)o͝orəˌsou ˈk(y)o͝orəˌsō/





I.
 
noun




a liqueur flavored with the peel of bitter oranges.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Curaçao
 , where the oranges are grown.






Curaçao

 
/ˈk(y)o͝orəˌsou, ˈk(y)o͝orəˌsō/






a self-governing territory of the Netherlands in the Caribbean Sea, 37 miles (60 km) north of the Venezuelan coast, formerly the largest island in the Netherlands Antilles; pop. 141,766 (2009); chief town, Willemstad.









curacy

 
/ˈkyo͝orəsē/






noun




the office, position, or work of a curate




•
 
I was in England serving my curacy.



















curandero

 
/ˌkyo͝orənˈderō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Latin America) a healer who uses folk remedies.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
curar

 ‘to cure,’ from Latin 
curare

 .






curare

 
/kyo͝oˈrärē/





I.
 
noun




a bitter, resinous substance obtained from the bark and stems of some South American plants. It paralyzes the motor nerves and is traditionally used by some Indian peoples to poison their arrows and blowpipe darts.

[Curare is obtained from 
Curarea

 species and 
Chondodendron tomentosum

 (family 
Menispermaceae

 ), and 
Strychnos toxifera

 (family 
Loganiaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from a Carib word, partly via Spanish and Portuguese.





curassow

 
/ˈk(y)o͝orəˌsou, -ˌsō/





I.
 
noun




a large, crested, pheasantlike bird of the guan family, found in tropical American forests. The male is typically black in color.

[Genus 
Crax

 (and 
Nothocrax

 ), family 
Cracidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: anglicized form of Curaçao
 .






curate1


 
/ˈkyo͝orət ˈkyo͝oˌrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the clergy engaged as assistant to a vicar, rector, or parish priest.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a minister with pastoral responsibility.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
curatus

 , from Latin 
cura

 ‘care.’





curate2


 
/ˌkyo͝oˈrāt ˈkyo͝oˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
select, organize, and look after the items in (a collection or exhibition)




•
 
both exhibitions are curated by the museum's director.










2.
 
select the performers or performances that will feature in (an arts event or program)




•
 
in past years the festival has been curated by the likes of David Bowie.










3.
 
select, organize, and present (online content, merchandise, information, etc.), typically using professional or expert knowledge




•
 
nearly every major news organization is using Twitter’s new lists feature to curate tweets about the earthquake




•
 (as 
adj.

 
curated

 )
 
a curated alternative to the world's most popular video portal.














II.
 
derivatives





curation

 
/kyəˈrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from curator
 .





curate's egg





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a thing that is partly good and partly bad




•
 
this book is a bit of a curate's egg.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from a cartoon in 
Punch

 (1895) depicting a meek curate who, given a stale egg at the bishop's table, assures his host that “parts of it are excellent.”





curative

 
/ˈkyo͝orədiv/





I.
 
adjective




able to cure something, typically disease




•
 
the curative properties of herbs.














II.
 
noun




a medicine or remedy.








III.
 
derivatives





curatively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to cures’): from French 
curatif

 , 
-ive

 , from medieval Latin 
curativus

 , from Latin 
curare

 (see cure
 ).






curator

 
/ˈkyo͝orˌādər kyo͝oˈrādər ˈkyo͝orədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a keeper or custodian of a museum or other collection.




2.
 
a person who selects acts to perform at a music festival.








II.
 
derivatives





curatorship

 
/kyəˈrādərˌSHip ˈkyo͝oˌrādərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an ecclesiastical pastor, also (still a Scots legal term) the guardian of a minor): from Old French 
curateur

 or, in later use, directly from Latin 
curator

 , from 
curare

 (see cure
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





curatorial

 
/ˌkyo͞orəˈtôrēəl/






adjective




relating to the selection and organization of a museum or other collection




•
 
the curatorial team has managed to balance the cutting edge with more accessible works.



















curb

 
/kərb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stone or concrete edging to a street or path.




2.
 
a check or restraint on something




•
 


curbs on

 the powers of labor unions.










3.
 
(also 
curb bit

 )
 — a type of bit that is widely used in western riding. In English riding it is usually only used with a snaffle as part of a double bridle.




4.
 
a swelling on the back of a horse's hock, caused by spraining a ligament.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrain or keep in check




•
 
she promised she would curb her temper.










2.
 
restrain (a horse) by means of a curb.




3.
 
lead (a dog being walked) near the curb to urinate or defecate.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a strap fastened to the bit): from Old French 
courber

 ‘bend, bow,’ from Latin 
curvare

 (see curve
 ).





curb appeal

 


‹Brit.›

 kerb appeal






noun




the attractiveness of a property for sale and its surroundings when viewed from the street




•
 
landscaping, the front entrance, and the condition of the paint or siding are the biggest factors in curb appeal.



















curb chain






noun




a small chain which is attached to a curb bit and lies in the groove on a horse's chin.













curbing

 
/ˈkərbiNG/






noun




the concrete or stones collectively forming a curb.













curb market






noun




a market for selling shares not dealt with on the normal stock exchange.













curb roof






noun




another term for gambrel
 .













curb service






noun




service, especially at a restaurant, extended to customers remaining in their parked vehicles.













curbside

 
/ˈkərbsīd/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the side of a road or sidewalk that is nearer to the curb




•
 
curbside collection of trash.



















curbstone

 
/ˈkərbˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a long, narrow stone or concrete block, laid end to end with others to form a curb.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 unqualified; amateur




•
 
curbstone commentators.



















curb weight






noun




the weight of an automobile without occupants or baggage.













curculio

 
/kərˈkyo͞olēˌō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a beetle of the weevil family, especially one that is a pest of fruit trees.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Curculionidae

 , including the
plum curculio

 (
Conotrachelus nenuphar

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, used as the genus name for weevils in the 18th cent., now restricted to the nut weevils.





curcuma

 
/ˈkərkyəmə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical Asian plant of a genus that includes turmeric, zedoary, and other species that yield spices, dyes, and medicinal products.

[Genus 
Curcuma

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Arabic 
kurkum

 ‘saffron,’ from Sanskrit 
kuṅkuma

 (so named because the color of turmeric resembles that of saffron).






curd

 
/kərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
curds

 )
 — a soft, white substance formed when milk sours, used as the basis for cheese.




2.
 
a fatty substance found between the flakes of poached salmon.




3.
 
the edible head of a cauliflower or similar plant.








II.
 
derivatives





curdy

 
/ˈkərdē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





curd cheese

 
/kərd CHēz/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a mild, soft, smooth cheese made from skimmed milk curd.













curdle

 
/ˈkərdl/





I.
 
verb




separate or cause to separate into curds or lumps


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
take care not to let the soup boil or it will curdle




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
making cheese by curdling milk.














II.
 
phrases





make one's blood curdle






fill one with horror.












III.
 
derivatives





curdler

 
/ˈkərdlər, ˈkərdl-ər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: frequentative of obsolete 
curd

 ‘congeal.’






cure

 
/kyo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relieve (a person or animal) of the symptoms of a disease or condition




•
 
he was 
cured of

 the disease




•
 


‹figurative›

 centuries of science have not 
cured

 us 
of

 our superstitions.










2.
 
eliminate (a disease, condition, or injury) with medical treatment




•
 
this technology could be used to cure diabetes.










3.
 
solve (a problem)




•
 
stopping foreign investment is no way to cure the fundamental problem.










4.
 
preserve (meat, fish, tobacco, or an animal skin) by various methods such as salting, drying, or smoking




•
 
some farmers cured their own bacon




•
 (as 
adj.

 
cured

 )
 
home-cured ham.










5.
 
harden (rubber, plastic, concrete, etc.) after manufacture by a chemical process such as vulcanization.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — undergo curing by a chemical process.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance or treatment that cures a disease or condition




•
 
the search for a cure for the common cold.










2.
 
restoration to health




•
 
he was beyond cure.










3.
 
a solution to a problem




•
 
the cure is to improve the clutch operation.










4.
 
the process of curing rubber, plastic, or other material.




5.
 
a Christian minister's pastoral charge or area of responsibility for spiritual ministry




•
 
a benefice involving the 
cure of souls

 .










6.
 
a parish.








III.
 
derivatives





curer

 
/ˈkyo͝orər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
curer

 (verb), 
cure

 (noun), both from Latin 
curare

 ‘take care of,’ from 
cura

 ‘care.’ The original noun senses were ‘care, concern, responsibility,’ in particular spiritual care (hence 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun). In late Middle English the senses ‘medical care’ and ‘successful medical treatment’ arose, and hence ‘remedy.’





curé

 
/kyo͝oˈrā, ˈkyo͝orˌā/





I.
 
noun




a parish priest in a French-speaking country or region.











– origin

 French, from medieval Latin 
curatus

 (see curate
 1
 ).





cure-all

 
/ˈkyo͝or ôl/






noun



1.
 
a medicine or other remedy that will supposedly cure any ailment.




2.
 
a solution to any problem




•
 
unfortunately, the new output circuitry is not a cure-all.



















curettage

 
/ˌkyo͝orəˈtäZH/





I.
 
noun






[Surgery]

 the use of a curette, especially on the lining of the uterus.

See dilation and curettage
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from curette
 .






curette

 
/kyo͝oˈret/





I.
 
noun




a surgical instrument used to remove material by a scraping action, especially from the uterus.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean or scrape with a curette.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun): from French, from 
curer

 ‘cleanse,’ from Latin 
curare

 (see cure
 ).





curfew

 
/ˈkərˌfyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a regulation requiring people to remain indoors between specified hours, typically at night




•
 
a dusk-to-dawn curfew




•
 
the whole area was immediately placed 
under curfew

 .










2.
 
the hour designated as the beginning of a curfew




•
 
to be out after curfew without permission was to risk punishment.










3.
 
a daily signal indicating the start of curfew.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a regulation requiring people to extinguish fires at a fixed hour in the evening, or a bell rung at that hour): from Old French 
cuevrefeu

 , from 
cuvrir

 ‘to cover’ + 
feu

 ‘fire.’ The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





Curia

 
/ˈkyo͝orēə/





I.
 
the papal court at the Vatican, by which the Roman Catholic Church is governed. It comprises various Congregations, Tribunals, and other commissions and departments.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
curia

 , denoting a division of an ancient Roman tribe, also (by extension) the senate of cities other than Rome; later the term came to denote a feudal or Roman Catholic court of justice, whence the current sense.





Curial

 
/ˈkyo͝orēəl/






adjective




relating to the Curia, the papal court at the Vatican




•
 
cardinals who hold Curial offices.



















curie

 
/ˈkyo͝orē /

 
Ci





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of radioactivity, corresponding to 3.7 × 1010
 disintegrations per second.




2.
 
the quantity of radioactive substance that emits one curie of activity.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Pierre and Marie Curie
 .






Curie

 
/kyo͝oˈrē, ˈkyo͝orē/






name of French physicists 
Marie

 (1867–1934), born 
Maria Sklodowska

 in Poland, and her husband 
Pierre

 (1859–1906); pioneers in radioactivity. Working together on the mineral pitchblende, they discovered the elements polonium and radium. After her husband's accidental death, Marie isolated radium. She died of leukemia, caused by prolonged exposure to radioactive materials. She shared the 1903 Nobel Prize for Physics and the 1911 Nobel Prize for Chemistry with Becquerel.









curio

 
/ˈkyo͝orēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a rare, unusual, or intriguing object.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of curiosity
 .





curiosa

 
/ˌkyo͝orēˈōsə, -ˈōzə/





I.
 
plural noun




curiosities, especially erotic or pornographic books or articles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
curiosus

 (see curious
 ).






curiosity

 
/ˌkyo͝orēˈäsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong desire to know or learn something




•
 
filled with curiosity, she peered through the window




•
 


curiosity got the better of

 me, so I called him.










2.
 
a strange or unusual object or fact




•
 
he showed them some of the curiosities of the house.














II.
 
phrases





curiosity killed the cat








‹proverb›

 being inquisitive about other people's affairs may get you into trouble.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
curiousete

 , from Latin 
curiositas

 , from 
curiosus

 (see curious
 ).






curious

 
/ˈkyo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
eager to know or learn something




•
 
I began to be curious about the whereabouts of the bride and groom




•
 
she was 
curious to know

 what had happened.










2.
 
expressing curiosity




•
 
a curious stare.










3.
 
strange; unusual




•
 
a curious sensation overwhelmed her.














II.
 
derivatives





curiousness

 
/ˈkyo͝orēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
curios

 , from Latin 
curiosus

 ‘careful,’ from 
cura

 ‘care.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 18th cent.





curiously

 
/ˈkyo͝orēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows eagerness to know or learn something




•
 
neighbors peered curiously through windows at me.










2.
 
in a strange and unusual way




•
 
the sentence is curiously worded




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
curiously, I find snooker riveting.



















Curitiba

 
/ˌk(y)o͝orəˈtēbə/






a city in southern Brazil, capital of the state of Paraná; pop. 1,797,408 (2007).









curium

 
/ˈkyo͝orēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Cm

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 96, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Curium does not occur naturally and was first made by bombarding plutonium with helium ions.











– origin

 1940s: modern Latin, from the name of Marie and Pierre Curie
 .





curl

 
/kərl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
form or cause to form into a curved or spiral shape


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her fingers curled around the microphone




•
 
a slice of ham had begun to 
curl up

 at the edges




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she used to curl her hair with rags.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
curl up

 )
 — sit or lie with the knees drawn up




•
 
she curled up and went to sleep.










3.
 
move or cause to move in a spiral or curved course


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a wisp of smoke curling across the sky.










4.
 
(with reference to one's mouth or upper lip) raise or cause to raise slightly on one side as an expression of contempt or disapproval


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Maria saw his lip curl sardonically.










5.
 
(in weight training) lift (a weight) using only the hands, wrists, and forearms.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play at the game of curling.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
something having a spiral or inwardly curved form, especially a lock of hair




•
 
her blond hair was a mass of tangled curls




•
 
a curl of blue smoke.










2.
 
(with reference to a person's hair) a state or condition of being curled




•
 
your hair has a natural curl




•
 
large perm rods give volume and control rather than lots of curl.










3.
 
a curling movement




•
 
the sneering curl of his lip.










4.
 
see leaf curl
 .




5.
 
a weightlifting exercise involving movement of only the hands, wrists, and forearms




•
 
a dumbbell curl.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the vector product of the operator del and a given vector.








III.
 
phrases





make someone's hair curl








‹informal›

 shock or horrify someone.















– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete 
crulle

 ‘curly,’ from Middle Dutch 
krul

 .





curler

 
/ˈkərlər/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
curlers

 )
 — a roller or clasp around which a lock of hair is wrapped to curl it.




2.
 
a player in the game of curling.













curlew

 
/ˈkərˌlo͞o ˈkərlˌyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large wading bird of the sandpiper family, with a long down-curved bill, brown streaked plumage, and frequently a distinctive ascending two-note call.

See also stone curlew
 . [Genus 
Numenius

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : several species, including the common Eurasian 
N. arquata

 and the North American 
long-billed curlew

 (
N. americanus

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
courlieu

 , alteration (by association with 
courliu

 ‘courier,’ from 
courre

 ‘run’ + 
lieu

 ‘place’) of imitative 
courlis

 .





Curley, James Michael

 
/ˈkərlē/






(1874–1958), US politician. An urban political boss, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1911–14 and 1943–47, mayor of Boston for four terms between 1914 and 1950, and governor of Massachusetts 1935–37.









curlicue

 
/ˈkərlēˌkyo͞o /

 
curlycue





I.
 
noun




a decorative curl or twist in calligraphy or in the design of an object.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from curly
 + cue
 2
 (in the sense ‘pigtail’), or 
-cue

 representing the letter 
q

 .





curlicued

 
/ˈkərlēˌkyo͞od/






adjective




having decorative curls or twists




•
 
a page of elaborately curlicued and unintelligible script




•
 
curlicued cornices and portals.



















curling

 
/ˈkərliNG/






noun




a game played on ice, especially in Scotland and Canada, in which large, round, flat stones are slid across the surface toward a mark. Members of a team use brooms to sweep the surface of the ice in the path of the stone to control its speed and direction.













curling iron

 
/kərliNG ˈī(ə)rn/






noun




a heated rod used for rolling a person's hair into curls.














curling stone

 
/kərliNG stōn/






noun




a large, polished, circular stone with an iron handle on top, used in the game of curling.














curly

 
/ˈkərlē/





I.
 
adjective




made, growing, or arranged in curls or curves




•
 
my hair is just naturally thick and curly.














II.
 
derivatives





curliness

 
/ˈkərlēnəs /






noun





















curly-haired

 
/ˌkərlēˈherd/






adjective




having hair that forms curls or ringlets




•
 
a curly-haired young man.




















curly kale

 
/ˈkərlē kāl/






noun




kale of a variety with dark green, tightly curled leaves.













curly top

 
curly top disease






noun




a viral disease affecting plants, especially beets and members of the gourd family, spread by beetles, particularly the beet leafhopper. Infected plants become dwarfed and have puckered, distorted foliage.













curly-wurly





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 twisting and curling.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: reduplication of curly
 .





curmudgeon

 
/kərˈməjən/





I.
 
noun




a bad-tempered or surly person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
curmudgeonliness






noun













2.
 
curmudgeonly

 
/kərˈməj(ə)nlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






currach

 
/ˈkərə(KH) ˈkərək /

 
curragh





I.
 
noun




Irish and Scottish term for coracle
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
curach

 ‘small boat.’ Compare with coracle
 .





currant

 
/ˈkərənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small dried fruit made from a seedless variety of grape originally grown in the eastern Mediterranean region, now widely produced in California, and much used in cooking


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a currant bun.










2.
 
a Eurasian shrub that produces small edible black, red, or white berries.

[Genus 
Ribes

 , family 
Grossulariaceae

 : numerous species, including
black currant

 and 
red currant

 .]




3.
 
a berry from a currant shrub.











– origin

 Middle English 
raisons of Corauntz

 , translating Anglo-Norman French 
raisins de Corauntz

 ‘grapes of 
Corinth

 ’ (the original source).





currant gall






noun




a spherical red or purple gall that forms on the leaves or male catkins of oak trees in response to the developing larva of a gall wasp. It results from eggs laid in the spring and alternates with the spangle gall.

[The wasp is 
Neuroterus quercusbaccarum

 , family 
Cynipidae

 .]













currant tomato






noun




a kind of tomato with tiny fruits, native to the Andes.

[
Lycopersicon pimpinellifolium

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]














currency

 
/ˈkərənsē/






noun



1.
 
a system of money in general use in a particular country




•
 
the dollar was a strong currency




•
 
travelers checks in foreign currency




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was rich in the currency of love.










2.
 
the fact or quality of being generally accepted or in use




•
 
the term gained currency during the second half of the 20th century.










3.
 
the time during which something is in use or operation




•
 
no claim had been made during the currency of the policy.



















current

 
/ˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to the present time; happening or being used or done now




•
 
keep abreast of current events




•
 
I started my current job last year.










2.
 
in common or general use




•
 
the other meaning of the word is still current.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a body of water or air moving in a definite direction, especially through a surrounding body of water or air in which there is less movement




•
 
ocean currents.










2.
 
a flow of electricity which results from the ordered directional movement of electrically charged particles.




3.
 
a quantity representing the rate of flow of electric charge, usually measured in amperes.




4.
 
the general tendency or course of events or opinion




•
 
the student movement formed a distinct current of protest.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the adjective sense ‘running, flowing’): from Old French 
corant

 ‘running,’ from 
courre

 ‘run,’ from Latin 
currere

 ‘run.’





current affairs

 
/ˈkərənt əˈfe(ə)rz/






plural noun




events of political or social interest and importance happening in the world at the present time.














current assets

 
/ˈkərənt ˈaˌsets/






plural noun




cash and other assets that are expected to be converted to cash within a year.

Compare with fixed assets
 .













current cost accounting






noun




a method of accounting in which assets are valued on the basis of their current replacement cost, and increases in their value as a result of inflation are excluded from calculations of profit.













current density






noun






[Physics]

 the amount of electric current flowing per unit cross-sectional area of a material.













current liabilities

 
/ˈkərənt ˌlīəˈbilədēz/






plural noun




amounts due to be paid to creditors within twelve months.













currently

 
/ˈkərən(t)lē/






adverb




at the present time




•
 
the price is currently at a premium.




















curricle

 
/ˈkərək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light, open, two-wheeled carriage pulled by two horses side by side.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
curriculum

 ‘course, racing chariot,’ from 
currere

 ‘to run.’





curricular

 
/kəˈrikyələr/






adjective




relating to the subjects comprising a course of study in a school or college




•
 
a curricular revision is introducing new courses.



















curriculum

 
/kəˈrikyələm/





I.
 
noun




the subjects comprising a course of study in a school or college.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin (see curricle
 ).






curriculum vitae

 
/kəˌrik(y)ələm ˈvēˌtī/





I.
 
noun




a brief account of a person's education, qualifications, and previous experience, typically sent with a job application.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Latin, literally ‘course of life.’





currier

 
/ˈkərēər/





I.
 
noun




a person who curries leather.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
corier

 , from Latin 
coriarius

 , from 
corium

 ‘leather.’





Currier, Nathaniel

 
/ˈkərēər, ˈkə-rēər/






(1813–88), US lithographer. He partnered with James Ives in 1857 to establish the company of Currier & Ives, which produced hand-colored prints of American scenes.









currish

 
/ˈkəriSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like a cur; snappish.




2.
 
ignoble.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
currishly






adverb













2.
 
currishness






noun





















curry1


 
/ˈkərē/





I.
 
noun




a dish of meat, vegetables, etc., cooked in an Indian-style sauce of strong spices and turmeric and typically served with rice.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
curried

 )


1.
 
prepare or flavor with a sauce of hot-tasting spices




•
 
curried chicken.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Tamil 
kaṛi

 .





curry2


 
/ˈkərē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 groom (a horse) with a rubber or plastic curry comb.




2.
 


‹historical›

 treat (tanned leather) to improve its properties.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 thrash; beat.








II.
 
phrases





curry favor






ingratiate oneself with someone through obsequious behavior




•
 
a wimpish attempt to 
curry favor with

 the new bosses.







[alteration of Middle English 
curry favel

 , from the name (
Favel

 or 
Fauvel

 ) of a chestnut horse in a 14th-cent. French romance who became a symbol of cunning and duplicity; hence ‘to rub down Favel’ meant to use the cunning that he personified.]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
correier

 , ultimately of Germanic origin.





curry comb

 
/ˈkərē ˌkōm/






noun



1.
 
a handheld metal device with serrated ridges, used for removing dirt out of a horse's coat or for cleaning brushes with which a horse is being groomed.




2.
 
(also 
rubber curry comb

 )
 — a handheld comb of flexible rubber, used for grooming horses.













curry leaf






noun




a shrub or small tree native to India and Sri Lanka, the leaves of which are widely used in Indian cooking.

[
Murraya koenigii

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]













curry plant






noun




a small, shrubby plant of the daisy family, which has narrow, silver-gray leaves and small yellow flowers and emits a strong smell of curry.

[
Helichrysum angustifolium

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













curry powder

 
/ˈkərē ˌpoudər/






noun




a mixture of finely ground spices, such as turmeric, ginger, and coriander, used for making curry.














curse

 
/kərs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solemn utterance intended to invoke a supernatural power to inflict harm or punishment on someone or something




•
 
she'd 
put a curse on

 him.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a cause of harm or misery




•
 
impatience is the curse of our day and age.










3.
 
(
the curse

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 menstruation.




4.
 
an offensive word or phrase used to express anger or annoyance




•
 
his mouth was spitting vile oaths and curses.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — invoke or use a curse against




•
 
it often seemed as if the family had been cursed.










2.
 
(
be cursed with

 )
 — be afflicted with




•
 
many owners have been cursed with a series of bankruptcies.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — utter offensive words in anger or annoyance




•
 
drivers were cursing and sounding their horns.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — address with offensive words




•
 
I 
cursed myself

 for my carelessness.














III.
 
derivatives





curser






noun



















– origin

 Old English, of unknown origin.






cursed

 
/ˈkərsəd kərst/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express annoyance or irritation




•
 
he didn't whine about his cursed fate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cursedly

 
/ˈkərsidlē /






adverb













2.
 
cursedness

 
/ˈkərsidnəs /






noun





















cursillo

 
/kərˈsē(l)yō/





I.
 
noun




a short informal spiritual retreat by a group of Roman Catholics, organized mainly by lay people and originally developed in Spain.











– origin

 1950s: Spanish, literally ‘little course.’






cursive

 
/ˈkərsiv/





I.
 
adjective




written with the characters joined




•
 
cursive script.














II.
 
noun




cursive writing.








III.
 
derivatives





cursively






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
cursivus

 , from Latin 
curs-

 ‘run,’ from the verb 
currere

 .






cursor

 
/ˈkərsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movable indicator on a computer screen identifying the point that will be affected by input from the user, for example showing where typed text will be inserted.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the transparent slide engraved with a hairline that is part of a slide rule and is used for marking a point on the rule while bringing a point on the central sliding portion up to it.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a runner or running messenger): from Latin,‘runner,’ from 
curs-

 (see cursive
 ). The sense ‘sliding part of an instrument’ dates from the late 16th cent.





cursorial

 
/kərˈsôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 having limbs adapted for running.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
cursor

 (see cursor
 ) + -ial
 .





cursory

 
/ˈkərs(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




hasty and therefore not thorough or detailed




•
 
a cursory glance at the figures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cursorily

 
/ˈkərs(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
cursoriness

 
/ˈkərs(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
cursorius

 ‘of a runner,’ from 
cursor

 (see cursor
 ).





curst

 
/kərst/






adjective




archaic spelling of cursed
 .













curt

 
/kərt/





I.
 
adjective




rudely brief




•
 
his reply was curt.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
curtly

 
/ˈkərtlē /






adverb













2.
 
curtness

 
/ˈkərtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘short, shortened’): from Latin 
curtus

 ‘cut short, abridged.’





curtail

 
/kərˈtāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce in extent or quantity; impose a restriction on




•
 
civil liberties were further curtailed.










2.
 
(
curtail someone of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 deprive someone of (something)




•
 
I that am curtailed of this fair proportion.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from obsolete 
curtal

 ‘horse with a docked tail,’ from French 
courtault

 , from 
court

 ‘short,’ from Latin 
curtus

 . The change in the ending was due to association with tail
 1
 and perhaps also with French 
tailler

 ‘to cut.’





curtailment

 
/kərˈtālmənt/






noun




the action or fact of reducing or restricting something




•
 
the curtailment of human rights.



















curtain

 
/ˈkərtn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of material suspended at the top to form a covering or screen, typically one of a pair at a window




•
 
she drew the curtains and lit the fire




•
 


‹figurative›

 through the curtain of falling snow, she could just make out gravestones.










2.
 
(
the curtain

 )
 — a screen of heavy cloth or other material that can be raised or lowered at the front of a stage.




3.
 
a raising or lowering of the curtain at the beginning or end of an act or scene on a stage




•
 
the art is to hold your audience right from the opening curtain.










4.
 
(
curtains

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a disastrous outcome




•
 
it looked like 
curtains for

 me.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
curtained

 )


1.
 
provide with a curtain or curtains




•
 
a curtained window.










2.
 
conceal or screen with a curtain




•
 
a 
curtained-off

 side room




•
 


‹figurative›

 her unbound hair curtaining her face.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring down the curtain on






bring to an end




•
 
her decision brought down the curtain on a glittering 30-year career.















2.
 
curtain of fire








(chiefly US)

 rapid, continuous artillery or machine-gun fire on a designated line or area.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cortine

 , from late Latin 
cortina

 , translation of Greek 
aulaia

 , from 
aulē

 ‘court.’





curtain call

 
/ˈkərtn ˌkôl/






noun




the appearance of one or more performers on stage after a performance to acknowledge the audience's applause.













curtain lecture





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an instance of a wife reprimanding her husband in private.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally a reprimand given behind bed curtains.





curtain raiser

 
/ˈkərt(ə)n ˌrāzər/





I.
 
noun




an entertainment or other arts event happening just before a longer or more important one




•
 
Bach's Sinfonia in B flat was an ideal 
curtain-raiser to

 Mozart's last piano concerto.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally used in the theater to denote a short opening piece performed before a play.





curtain speech






noun




a speech of thanks or appreciation to an audience, made after a performance by an actor playing a leading role, typically from the front of the stage with the curtains closed.













curtain time






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the beginning of a stage performance




•
 
curtain time is at 8 p.m.



















curtain wall

 
/ˈkərtn ˌwôl/






noun



1.
 
a fortified wall around a medieval castle, typically one linking towers together.




2.
 
a wall that encloses the space within a building but does not support the roof, typically on a modern high-rise.













curtal

 
/ˈkərd(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 shortened, abridged, or curtailed.








II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a dulcian or bassoon of the late 16th to early 18th century.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a short-barreled cannon): from French 
courtault

 , from 
court

 ‘short’ + the pejorative suffix 
-ault

 . In both English and French the noun denoted various items characterized by something short, especially an animal with a docked tail, which probably gave rise to the adjective sense.





curtana

 
/kərˈtänə, -ˈtānə/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the unpointed sword carried in front of English sovereigns at their coronation to represent mercy.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Latin 
curtana (spatha

 ) ‘shortened (sword),’ from Old French 
cortain

 , the name of the sword belonging to Roland
 (the point of which was damaged when it was thrust into a block of steel), from 
cort

 ‘short,’ from Latin 
curtus

 ‘cut short.’





curtesy

 
/ˈkərdəsē/






noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a tenure by which a husband, after his wife's death, held certain kinds of property that she had inherited.













curtilage

 
/ˈkərd(ə)lij/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 an area of land attached to a house and forming one enclosure with it




•
 
the roads 
within the curtilage of

 the development site.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, variant of Old French 
courtillage

 , from 
courtil

 ‘small court,’ from 
cort

 ‘court.’





Curtis, Benjamin Robbins

 
/ˈkərtis/






(1809–74), US Supreme Court associate justice 1851–57. He resigned in protest over the Court's handling of the Dred Scott case 1857. He served as chief counsel to Andrew Johnson during Johnson's impeachment in 1868. His brother, 
George Ticknor Curtis

 (1812–94), a lawyer and writer, argued for the plaintiff before the US Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case.









Curtiss, Glenn

 
/ˈkərtəs/






(1878–1930), US air pioneer and aircraft designer; full name 
Glenn Hammond Curtiss

 . In 1908, Curtiss made the first public US flight, traversing 0.6 miles (1.0 km). He built his first airplane in 1909 and invented the aileron and then demonstrated the first practical seaplane two years later.









curtsy

 
/ˈkərtsē /

 
curtsey





I.
 
noun




a woman's or girl's formal greeting made by bending the knees with one foot in front of the other




•
 
she 
bobbed a curtsy

 to him.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a curtsy




•
 
she curtsied onto the stage.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: variant of courtesy
 . Both forms were used to denote the expression of respect or courtesy by a gesture, especially in phrases such as 
do courtesy

 , 
make courtesy

 , and from this arose the current use (late 16th cent).





curule

 
/ˈkyo͞oro͞ol/





I.
 
adjective






‹historical›

 denoting or relating to the authority exercised by the senior magistrates in ancient Rome, chiefly the consul and praetor, who were entitled to use the 
sella curulis

 (‘curule seat,’ a kind of folding chair).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
curulis

 , from 
currus

 ‘chariot’ (in which the chief magistrate was conveyed to the seat of office), from 
currere

 ‘to run.’





curvaceous

 
/kərˈvāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a woman or a woman's figure) having an attractively curved shape.








II.
 
derivatives





curvaceousness






noun





















curvature

 
/ˈkərvəCHər ˈkərvəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of being curved or the degree to which something is curved




•
 
spinal curvature




•
 
the curvature of the earth




•
 
it has a distinct curvature near the middle.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 the degree to which a curve deviates from a straight line, or a curved surface deviates from a plane.




3.
 
a numerical quantity expressing this.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
curvatura

 , from 
curvare

 (see curve
 ).






curve

 
/kərv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or outline that gradually deviates from being straight for some or all of its length




•
 
the parapet wall sweeps down in a bold curve.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a place where a road deviates from a straight path




•
 
the vehicle rounded a curve.










3.
 
(
curves

 )
 — a curving contour of a woman's figure.




4.
 
a line on a graph (whether straight or curved) showing how one quantity varies with respect to another




•
 
the population curve.










5.
 
a system in which grades are assigned to students based on their performance relative to other students, regardless of their actual knowledge of the subject




•
 
grades were marked on a curve.










6.
 


[Baseball]

 another term for curveball
 .








II.
 
verb




form or cause to form a curve


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her mouth curved in a smile




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
starting with arms outstretched, curve the body sideways.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
ahead of (or behind) the curve






(especially of a business or politician) ahead of (or lagging behind) current thinking or trends.









2.
 
throw someone a curve








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another way of saying throw someone a curveball
 :




•
 
just when you think you have this parenting thing down pat, they throw you a curve.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
curvare

 ‘to bend,’ from 
curvus

 ‘bent.’ The noun dates from the late 17th cent.






curveball

 
/ˈkərvbôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitch thrown with a strong downward spin, causing the ball to drop suddenly and veer to the side as it approaches home plate.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 something which is unexpected, surprising, or disruptive




•
 
there's always a curveball on every mission.














II.
 
phrases





throw someone a curveball








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 unexpectedly present someone with a challenge or disruption




•
 
just when you think things are working out, life throws you a curveball.























curved

 
/kərvd/






adjective




having the form of a curve; bent




•
 
birds with long curved bills.




















curvet

 
/kərˈvet/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) leap gracefully or energetically.








II.
 
noun




a graceful or energetic leap.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
corvetta

 , diminutive of 
corva

 , earlier form of 
curva

 ‘a curve,’ from Latin 
curvus

 ‘bent.’





curvilinear

 
/ˌkərvəˈlinēər/





I.
 
adjective




contained by or consisting of a curved line or lines




•
 
these designs employ flowing, curvilinear forms.














II.
 
derivatives





curvilinearly






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from 
curvi-

 ‘curved,’ from Latin 
curvus

 , on the pattern of 
rectilinear

 .





curvirostral

 
/ˌkərvəˈrästrəl/






adjective




with a curved beak.













curvy

 
/ˈkərvē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many curves




•
 
a curvy stretch of road.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (especially of a woman's figure) shapely and voluptuous.








II.
 
derivatives





curviness






noun





















cuscus

 
/ˈko͝osko͝os ˈkəskəs/





I.
 
noun




a tree-dwelling marsupial with a rounded head and prehensile tail, native to New Guinea and northern Australia.

[Four genera in the family 
Phalangeridae

 : several species, including the
spotted cuscus

 (
Spilocuscus maculatus

 ) and the
grey cuscus

 (
Phalanger orientalis

 ). See also phalanger
 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French and Dutch from a local name in the Molucca Islands.





cusec

 
/ˈkyo͞osek/





I.
 
noun




a unit of flow (especially of water) equal to one cubic foot per second.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of 
cubic foot per second

 .





cush

 
/ko͝oSH/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 another term for cushy
 :




•
 
a cush job




•
 
cush leather seats.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.






Cush

 
/ko͝oSH/





I.
 
(in the Bible) the eldest son of Ham and grandson of Noah (Gen. 10:6).




II.
 
the southern part of ancient Nubia, first mentioned in Egyptian records of the Middle Kingdom. In the Bible it is the country of the descendants of Cush.









cushat

 
/ˈko͝oSHət/





I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a wood pigeon.











– origin

 Old English, of unknown origin.





cushaw

 
/ko͝oˈSHô, ˈko͞oˌSHô /

 
cushaw squash





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a large winter squash of a variety with a curved neck.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






cush-cush

 
/ˈko͝oSH ˌko͝oSH /

 
cush-cush yam





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American yam that produces a number of tubers on each plant.

Also called yampee
 . [
Dioscorea trifida

 , family 
Dioscoreaceae

 .]




2.
 
the edible tuber of the cush-cush plant, eaten as a vegetable.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps ultimately of African origin.





Cushing, William

 
/ˈko͝oSHiNG/






(1732–1810), US Supreme Court associate justice 1789–1810. After serving as chief justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court 1780–89, he became one of the original members of the US Supreme Court.









Cushing's disease

 
/ˈko͝oSHiNGz dəˌzēz/






noun




Cushing's syndrome as caused by a tumor of the pituitary gland.













Cushing's syndrome





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a metabolic disorder caused by overproduction of corticosteroid hormones by the adrenal cortex and often involving obesity and high blood pressure.











– origin

 1930s: named after Harvey W. 
Cushing

 (1869–1939), American surgeon.





cushion

 
/ˈko͝oSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pillow or pad stuffed with a mass of soft material, used as a comfortable support for sitting or leaning on.




2.
 
something providing support or protection against impact




•
 
the pad forms a cushion between carpet and floor




•
 


‹figurative›

 a poll showed the candidate with a 14-point cushion.










3.
 
the elastic lining of the sides of a billiard table, from which the ball rebounds.




4.
 
the layer of air supporting a hovercraft or similar vehicle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
soften the effect of an impact on




•
 
the bag cushions equipment from inevitable knocks.










2.
 
mitigate the adverse effects of




•
 
he called for federal assistance to 
cushion the blow

 for farmers.














III.
 
derivatives





cushiony

 
/ˈko͝oSH(ə)nē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cuissin

 , based on a Latin word meaning ‘cushion for the hip,’ from 
coxa

 ‘hip, thigh.’





cushion capital






noun






[Architecture]

 a capital resembling a cushion pressed down by a weight, seen particularly in Romanesque churches.













cushioned

 
/ˈko͝oSH(ə)nd/






adjective




covered by soft padding that provides comfortable support, especially for sitting or leaning on




•
 
she is sitting on a cushioned stool.



















Cushitic

 
/ko͝oSHˈitik, ˌkəSH-/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a group of East African languages of the Afro-Asiatic family spoken mainly in Ethiopia and Somalia, including Somali and Oromo.








II.
 
noun




the Cushitic group of languages.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Cush
 + -itic
 .






cushy

 
/ˈko͝oSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a job, task, or situation) undemanding, easy, or secure




•
 
cushy jobs that pay you to ski.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 (of furniture) comfortable.








II.
 
derivatives





cushiness






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally Anglo-Indian): from Urdu 
ḵushī

 ‘pleasure,’ from Persian 
ḵuš

 .






cusk

 
/kəsk/





I.
 
noun




another term for torsk
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





cusk-eel






noun




a small, eellike fish with a tapering body and fins that form a pointed tail, typically found in deep water.

[Family 
Ophidiidae

 : numerous genera.]













cusp

 
/kəsp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pointed end where two curves meet, in particular




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a projecting point between small arcs in Gothic tracery.




3.
 
a cone-shaped prominence on the surface of a tooth, especially of a molar or premolar.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a pocket or fold in the wall of the heart or a major blood vessel that fills and distends if the blood flows backward, so forming part of a valve.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point at which the direction of a curve is abruptly reversed.




6.
 
each of the pointed ends of a crescent, especially of the moon.




7.
 


[Astrology]

 the initial point of an astrological sign or house




•
 
he was Aries 
on the cusp

 with Taurus.










8.
 
a point of transition between two different states




•
 
those 
on the cusp of

 adulthood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cuspate

 
/ˈkəspət, -ˌpāt /






adjective













2.
 
cusped






adjective













3.
 
cuspidate

 
/ˈkəspəˌdāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
cuspis

 ‘point or apex.’





cuspid

 
/ˈkəspəd/





I.
 
noun




a tooth with a single cusp or point; a canine tooth.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
cuspis

 , 
cuspid-

 ‘point or apex.’





cuspidor

 
/ˈkəspəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a spittoon.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Portuguese, literally ‘spitter.’





cusping

 
/ˈkəspiNG/






noun



1.
 
formation of a cusp or cusps




•
 
if you use the incorrect pressure there will be serious cusping and uneven wear on the tire.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 a decorative feature consisting of cusps.













cuss

 
/kəs /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an annoying or stubborn person or animal




•
 
he was certainly an unsociable cuss.










2.
 
another term for curse
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb




another term for curse
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).













cussed

 
/ˈkəsəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 stubborn; annoying




•
 
why do you have to be so cussed?














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cussedly






adverb













2.
 
cussedness

 
/ˈkəsədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): variant of cursed
 .





cuss word

 
/ˈkəs ˌwərd/






noun






‹informal›

 a swear word.













custard

 
/ˈkəstərd/





I.
 
noun




a dessert or sweet sauce made with milk, eggs, and sugar.











– origin

 late Middle English 
crustarde

 , 
custarde

 (denoting an open pie containing meat or fruit in a spiced or sweetened sauce thickened with eggs), from Old French 
crouste

 (see crust
 ).






custard apple

 
/ˈkəstərd ˌapəl/






noun



1.
 
a large, fleshy, tropical fruit with a sweet yellow pulp.

See also cherimoya
 and sweetsop
 .




2.
 
the tree that bears the custard apple, native to Central and South America.

[Genus 
Annona

 , family 
Annonaceae

 : several species.]













custard tart






noun




a sweet pastry crust with a custard filling, typically eaten cold




•
 
the custard tart is paired with candied ginger.



















Custer, George Armstrong

 
/ˈkəstər/






(1839–76), US cavalry officer. He served with distinction during the Civil War. In 1876, he was killed, along with all of his men (266) in a clash (popularly known as Custer's Last Stand) with the Sioux Indians at Little Bighorn in Montana.









custodial

 
/kəˈstōdēəl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or requiring imprisonment




•
 
a light custodial sentence.










2.
 


[Law]

 relating to or having parental responsibility, especially as allocated as part of a divorce




•
 
the request by a custodial parent to relocate.



















custodian

 
/kəsˈtōdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has responsibility for or looks after something




•
 
the custodians of pension and insurance funds.










2.
 


(US)

 a person employed to clean and maintain a building.








II.
 
derivatives





custodianship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from custody
 , on the pattern of 
guardian

 .






custody

 
/ˈkəstədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the protective care or guardianship of someone or something




•
 
the property was placed in the custody of a trustee.










2.
 
imprisonment




•
 
my father was being 
taken into custody

 .










3.
 


[Law]

 parental responsibility, especially as allocated to one of two divorcing parents




•
 
he was trying to get 
custody of

 their child.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
custodia

 , from 
custos

 ‘guardian.’






custom

 
/ˈkəstəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traditional and widely accepted way of behaving or doing something that is specific to a particular society, place, or time




•
 
the old English custom of dancing around the maypole




•
 
custom demanded that a person should have gifts for the child.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that one does habitually




•
 
it was my custom to nap for an hour every day.










3.
 


[Law]

 established practice or usage having the force of law or right.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 regular dealings with a shop or business by customers




•
 
if you keep me waiting, I will take my custom elsewhere.














II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 made or done to order for a particular customer




•
 
a custom guitar.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coustume

 , based on Latin 
consuetudo

 , from 
consuetus

 , past participle of 
consuescere

 ‘accustom,’ from 
con-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
suescere

 ‘become accustomed.’





customarily

 
/ˌkəstəˈmerəlē/






adverb




in a way that follows customs or usual practices; usually




•
 
the leaves are customarily used for animal fodder.



















customary

 
/ˈkəstəˌmerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
according to the customs or usual practices associated with a particular society, place, or set of circumstances




•
 
it is 
customary to

 mark an occasion like this with a toast.










2.
 
according to a person's habitual practice




•
 
I put the kettle on for our customary cup of tea.










3.
 


[Law]

 established by or based on custom rather than common law or statute.








II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 another term for custumal
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from medieval Latin 
custumarius

 , from 
custuma

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
custume

 (see custom
 ).





custom-built

 
/ˈkəstəm ˈbilt/






adjective




another term for custom-made
 .













customer

 
/ˈkəstəmər/






noun



1.
 
a person or organization that buys goods or services from a store or business




•
 
Mr. Harrison was a regular customer at the Golden Lion




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
customer service.










2.
 
a person or thing of a specified kind that one has to deal with




•
 
the fish is a slippery customer and very hard to catch




•
 
Jon won over Lucie's father, but her mother is a tough customer.



















customer-facing

 
//






adjective




dealing directly with customers




•
 
the programs are particularly valuable in customer-facing environments such as call centers.



















customer service






noun




the assistance and advice provided by a company to those people who buy or use its products or services.













custom house

 
customs house






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the office at a port or frontier where customs duty is collected.













customizable






adjective




able to be modified to suit a particular individual or task




•
 
a customizable keyboard designed with the gamer in mind.



















customization






noun



1.
 
the action of modifying something to suit a particular individual or task




•
 
the new software allows customization.










2.
 
a modification made to something to suit a particular individual or task




•
 
users can save these customizations.



















customize

 
/ˈkəstəˌmīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
modify (something) to suit a particular individual or task




•
 
the suit can be customized for every skydiving need




•
 (as 
adj.

 
customized

 )
 
many caterers offer private tastings and customized menus.




















custom-made

 
/ˈˌkəstə ˈmād/






adjective




made to a particular customer's order.













customs

 
/ˈkəstəmz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the official department that administers and collects the duties levied by a government on imported goods




•
 
cocaine seizures by customs have risen this year




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a customs officer.










2.
 
the place at a port, airport, or frontier where officials check incoming goods, travelers, or luggage




•
 
arriving refugees were whisked through customs.










3.
 
(usu. 
customs duties

 )
 — the duties levied by a government on imported goods.











– origin

 late Middle English: originally in the singular, denoting a customary due paid to a ruler, later duty levied on goods on their way to market.





customs union

 
/ˈkəstəmz ˈyo͞onyən/






noun




a group of countries that have agreed to charge the same import duties as each other and usually to allow free trade between themselves.














custumal

 
/ˈkəstəməl, ˈkəsCHə- /

 
customal





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a written account of the customs of a manor or other local community or large establishment.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
custumale

 ‘customs book,’ neuter of 
custumalis

 , from 
custuma

 ‘custom.’






cut

 
/kət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an opening, incision, or wound in (something) with a sharp-edged tool or object




•
 
he cut his big toe on a sharp stone




•
 
he 
cut open

 MacKay's face with the end of his hockey stick




•
 


‹figurative›

 his scorn cut deeper than knives.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make an incision in one's own flesh, as a symptom of emotional distress




•
 
she's been cutting every day after school for months




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they cut themselves in a sad attempt to release the pain.










3.
 
remove (something) from something larger by using a sharp implement




•
 
I 
cut

 his photograph 
out of

 the paper




•
 
some prisoners had their right hands 
cut off

 .










4.
 


‹informal›

 castrate (an animal, especially a horse).




5.
 
remove the foreskin of a penis; circumcise.




6.
 
(
cut something out

 )
 — make something by cutting




•
 
I cut out some squares of paper.










7.
 
(
cut something out

 )
 — remove, exclude, or stop eating or doing something undesirable




•
 
start today by cutting out fatty foods.










8.
 
(
cut something out

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 separate an animal from the main herd.




9.
 
divide into pieces with a knife or other sharp implement




•
 


cut

 the beef 
into

 thin slices




•
 
he 
cut

 his food 
up

 into teeny pieces.










10.
 
make divisions in (something)




•
 
land that has been 
cut up

 by streams into forested areas.










11.
 
separate (something) into two; sever




•
 
they cut the rope before he choked.










12.
 
(
cut something down

 )
 — make something, especially a tree, fall by cutting it through at the base.




13.
 
(
cut someone down

 )
 — (of a weapon, bullet, or disease) kill or injure someone




•
 
Barker had been cut down by a sniper's bullet.










14.
 
make or form (something) by using a sharp tool to remove material




•
 
workmen 
cut a hole in

 the pipe.










15.
 
make or design (a garment) in a particular way


(as 
adj.

 
cut

 )


•
 
an impeccably cut chalk-stripe suit.










16.
 
make (a path, tunnel, or other route) by excavation, digging, or chopping




•
 
plans to cut a road through a rain forest




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
investigators called for a machete to 
cut through

 the bush




•
 


‹figurative›

 a large woman with a voice that 
cut through

 crowds.










17.
 
trim or reduce the length of (something, especially grass or a person's hair or fingernails) by using a sharp implement




•
 
cutting the lawn




•
 


cut back

 all the year's growth to about four leaves.










18.
 
reduce the amount or quantity of




•
 
buyers will bargain hard to 
cut the cost of

 the house they want




•
 
I should 
cut down

 my sugar intake




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they've 
cut back on

 costs




•
 
the state passed a law to 
cut down on

 drunk-driving




•
 
the paper glut 
cuts into

 profits.










19.
 
abridge (a text, movie, or performance) by removing material




•
 
he had to cut unnecessary additions made to the opening scene.










20.
 


[Computing]

 delete (part of a text or other display) completely or so as to insert a copy of it elsewhere.

See also cut and paste
 .




21.
 
(in sports) remove (a player) from a team's roster.




22.
 
end or interrupt the provision of (something, especially power or food supplies)




•
 
we resolved to cut oil supplies to territories controlled by the rebels




•
 
if the pump develops a fault, the electrical supply is immediately 
cut off

 .










23.
 
(
cut something off

 )
 — block the usual means of access to a place




•
 
the caves were 
cut off from

 the outside world by a landslide.










24.
 


(N. Amer.)

 absent oneself deliberately from (something one should normally attend, especially school)




•
 
Robert was cutting class.










25.
 
switch off (an engine or a light).




26.
 
(of a line) cross or intersect (another line)




•
 
the point where the line cuts the vertical axis.










27.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cut across

 )
 — pass or traverse, especially so as to shorten one's route




•
 
the following aircraft cut across to join him.










28.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cut across

 )
 — have an effect regardless of (divisions or boundaries between groups)




•
 
subcultures that cut across national and political boundaries.










29.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
cut along

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 leave or move hurriedly




•
 
you can cut along now.










30.
 


‹dated›

 ignore or refuse to recognize (someone).




31.
 
[no 
obj.

 , often in 
imperative

 ]
 — stop filming or recording.




32.
 
move to another shot in a movie




•
 


cut to

 a dentist's surgery.










33.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a movie) into a coherent whole by removing parts or placing them in a different order.




34.
 
make (a sound recording).




35.
 
divide (a pack of playing cards) by lifting a portion from the top, either to reveal or draw a card at random or to place the top portion under the bottom portion.




36.
 


[Golf]

 slice (the ball).




37.
 
adulterate (a drug) or dilute (alcohol) by mixing it with another substance




•
 
speed 
cut with

 rat poison.










38.
 
(
cut it

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 come up to expectations; meet requirements




•
 
this CD player doesn't quite cut it.







[shortened form of the idiom 
cut the mustard

 .]








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of cutting, in particular




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a haircut




•
 
his hair was in need of a cut.










3.
 
a stroke or blow given by a sharp-edged implement or by a whip or cane




•
 
he could skin an animal with a single cut of the knife.










4.
 
a wounding remark or act




•
 
his unkindest cut at Elizabeth was to call her heartless.










5.
 
a reduction in amount or size




•
 
she took a 20% pay cut




•
 
a 
cut in

 interest rates.










6.
 
(in sports) a removal of a player from a team's roster.




7.
 
an act of removing part of a play, movie, or book, especially to shorten the work or to delete offensive material




•
 
they would not publish the book unless the author was willing to 
make cuts

 .










8.
 
an immediate transition from one scene to another in a movie.




9.
 


[Golf]

 the halfway point of a golf tournament, where half of the players are eliminated.




10.
 


[Tennis]

 a stroke made with a sharp horizontal or downward action of the racket, imparting spin.




11.
 
a result of cutting something, in particular




12.
 
a long narrow incision in the skin made by something sharp.




13.
 
a long narrow opening or incision made in a surface or piece of material




•
 
make a single cut along the top of each potato.










14.
 
a piece of meat cut from a carcass




•
 
a good lean cut of beef.










15.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a share of the profits from something




•
 
the directors are demanding their cut.










16.
 
a recording of a piece of music




•
 
a cut from his forthcoming album.










17.
 
a version of a movie after editing




•
 
the director's cut.










18.
 
a passage cut or dug out, as a railroad cutting or a new channel made for a river or other waterway.




19.
 
a woodcut.




20.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the way or style in which something, especially a garment or someone's hair, is cut




•
 
the elegant cut of his dinner jacket.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be cut out for (or to be)






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 have exactly the right qualities for a particular role, task, or job




•
 
I'm just not cut out to be a policeman.















2.
 
a cut above








‹informal›

 noticeably superior to




•
 
she's a cut above the rest.















3.
 
cut and dried

 
/ˌkət ən ˈdrīd /






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — (of a situation) completely settled or decided




•
 
the championship is not as cut and dried as everyone thinks.







[early 18th cent.: originally used to distinguish the herbs of herbalists' shops from growing herbs.]









4.
 
cut and run








‹informal›

 make a speedy or sudden departure from an awkward or hazardous situation rather than deal with it.

[originally a nautical phrase, meaning ‘cut the anchor cable because of some emergency and make sail immediately.’]









5.
 
cut and thrust

 
/ˌkəd ən ˈTHrəst /





a.
 


[Fencing]

 the use of both the edge and the point of one's sword while fighting.




b.
 
a spirited and rapid interchange of views




•
 
the cut and thrust of political debate.










c.
 
a situation or sphere of activity regarded as carried out under adversarial conditions




•
 
the ruthless cut and thrust of the business world.















6.
 
cut both ways





a.
 
(of a point or statement) serve both sides of an argument.




b.
 
(of an action or process) have both good and bad effects




•
 
the triumphs of civilization cut both ways.















7.
 
cut the corner






take the shortest course by going across and not around a corner.









8.
 
cut corners






undertake something in what appears to be the easiest, quickest, or cheapest way, especially by omitting to do something important or ignoring rules.









9.
 
cut the crap






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 get to the point; state the real situation.









10.
 
cut someone dead






completely ignore someone.









11.
 
cut a deal








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 come to an arrangement, especially in business; make a deal.









12.
 
cut someone down to size








‹informal›

 deflate someone's exaggerated sense of self-worth.









13.
 
cut something down to size






reduce the size or power of something, for example an organization, that is regarded as having become too large or powerful.









14.
 
cut a —— figure






present oneself or appear in a particular way




•
 
David has cut a dashing figure on the international social scene.















15.
 
cut from the same cloth






of the same nature; similar




•
 
don't assume all women are cut from the same cloth.















16.
 
cut in line








(N. Amer.)

 push into a line of people in order to be served or dealt with before one's turn.









17.
 
cut it fine






see fine
 1
 .









18.
 
cut it out






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to ask someone to stop doing or saying something that is annoying or offensive




•
 
I'm sick of that joke; cut it out, can't you?















19.
 
cut loose





a.
 
distance oneself from a person, group, or system by which one is unduly influenced or on which one is overdependent




•
 
they 
cut loose from

 from the factory and started their own.










b.
 
act without restraint




•
 
consumers want to cut loose and have secret bacchanals.















20.
 
cut someone/something loose (or free)






free someone or something from something that holds or restricts them




•
 
he'd cut loose the horses.















21.
 
cut one's losses






abandon an enterprise or course of action that is clearly going to be unprofitable or unsuccessful before one suffers too much loss or harm.









22.
 
cut the mustard








‹informal›

 come up to expectations; reach the required standard




•
 
I didn't cut the mustard as a hockey player.















23.
 
cut no ice








‹informal›

 have no influence or effect




•
 
your holier-than-thou attitude 
cuts no ice with

 me.















24.
 
cut someone off (or down) in their prime






bring someone's life or career to an abrupt end while they are at the peak of their abilities.









25.
 
cut someone/something short






interrupt someone or something; bring an abrupt or premature end to something said or done




•
 
Peter cut him short rudely.















26.
 
cut someone to pieces





a.
 
kill or severely injure someone.




b.
 
totally defeat someone.









27.
 
cut a (or the) rug








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dance, typically in an energetic or accomplished way




•
 
you can cut a rug when dance bands and singers take to the stage.















28.
 
cut one's teeth






acquire initial practice or experience of a particular sphere of activity or with a particular organization




•
 
the brothers cut their professional teeth at Lusardi's before starting their own restaurant.















29.
 
cut a tooth






(usu. of a baby or child) have a tooth appear through the gum.









30.
 
cut to the chase








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 come to the point




•
 
cut to the chase—what is it you want us to do?







[
cut

 in the sense ‘move to another part of the movie,’ expressing the notion of ignoring any preliminaries.]









31.
 
cut your coat according to your cloth








‹proverb›

 undertake only what you have the money or ability to do and no more.









32.
 
have one's work cut out






see work
 .









33.
 
make the cut








[Golf]

 equal or better a required score, thus avoiding elimination from the last two rounds of a four-round tournament.









34.
 
miss the cut








[Golf]

 fail to equal or better a required score, thus being eliminated from the last two rounds of a four-round tournament.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
cut in





a.
 
interrupt someone while they are speaking




•
 
“It's urgent,” Raoul cut in.










b.
 


‹dated›

 interrupt a dancing couple to take over from one partner.




c.
 
pull in too closely in front of another vehicle after having overtaken it




•
 
she 
cut in on

 a station wagon, forcing the driver to brake.










d.
 
(of a motor or other mechanical device) begin operating, especially when triggered automatically by an electrical signal




•
 
emergency generators cut in.















2.
 
cut someone in








‹informal›

 include someone in a deal and give them a share of the profits.









3.
 
cut into






interrupt the course of




•
 
Victoria's words cut into her thoughts.















4.
 
cut someone off





a.
 
interrupt someone while they are speaking.




b.
 
interrupt someone during a telephone call by breaking the connection




•
 
I listened to prerecorded messages for twenty-three minutes before being cut off.










c.
 
prevent someone from receiving or being provided with something, especially power or water




•
 
consumers were cut off for nonpayment.










d.
 
reject someone as one's heir; disinherit someone




•
 
Gabrielle's family 
cut her off without a penny

 .










e.
 
prevent someone from having access to somewhere or someone; isolate someone from something they previously had connections with




•
 
we were cut off from reality.










f.
 


‹informal›

 (of a driver) overtake someone and pull in too closely in front of them.









5.
 
cut out





a.
 
(of a motor or engine) suddenly stop operating.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) leave quickly, especially so as to avoid a boring or awkward situation.









6.
 
cut someone out






exclude someone




•
 
his mother cut him out of her will.















7.
 
cut up





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 behave in a mischievous or unruly manner




•
 
kids cutting up in a classroom.










b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a horse race) have a particular selection of runners




•
 
the race has 
cut up badly

 with no other opposition from England.















8.
 
cut someone up








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize someone severely




•
 
my kids cut him up about his appetite all the time.





















– origin

 Middle English (probably existing, although not recorded, in Old English); probably of Germanic origin and related to Norwegian 
kutte

 and Icelandic 
kuta

 ‘cut with a small knife,’ 
kuti

 ‘small blunt knife.’





cut-and-come-again






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a garden plant, especially a green vegetable or a flower, that can be repeatedly cut or harvested




•
 
cut-and-come-again spinach.



















cut-and-cover

 
/ˌkədənˈkəvər/






noun




a method of building a tunnel by making a cutting, which is then lined and covered over.














cut and paste

 
/kət and (ə)n(d) pāst/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a process in which text or other data is moved from one part of a document and inserted elsewhere.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (text or other data) using cut and paste.













cutaneous

 
/kyo͞oˈtānēəs/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or affecting the skin




•
 
cutaneous pigmentation.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
cutaneus

 (from Latin 
cutis

 ‘skin’) + -ous
 .





cutaway

 
/ˈkədəˌwā/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a coat or jacket with the front cut away below the waist so as to curve back to the tails.




2.
 
a diagram or drawing with some external parts left out to reveal the interior.




3.
 
a shot in a movie that is of a different subject from those to which it is joined in editing.













cutback

 
/ˈkətˌbak/






noun




an act or instance of reducing something, typically expenditures




•
 


cutbacks in

 defense spending.




















cutch

 
/kəCH/






noun




see catechu
 .













cutdown

 
/ˈkətdoun/






noun



1.
 
a decrease or reduction


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
left with a cutdown staff.










2.
 


[Surgery]

 a procedure of cutting into a vein in order to insert a needle or cannula.













cute

 
/kyo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
attractive in a pretty or endearing way




•
 
a cute kitten.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 sexually attractive.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 clever or cunning, especially in a self-seeking or superficial way




•
 
I don't want to be cute with you.














II.
 
derivatives





cutely

 
/ˈkyo͞otlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘clever, shrewd’): shortening of acute
 .





cuteness

 
/ˈkyo͞otnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being attractive in a pretty or endearing way




•
 
the innocence, exuberance, and overall cuteness of all these children.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the quality of being sexually attractive




•
 
this actress has cuteness written all over her face.



















cutesy

 
/ˈkyo͞otsē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 cute to a sentimental or mawkish extent




•
 
hair pulled back in cutesy little bows.














II.
 
derivatives





cutesiness






noun





















cut glass

 
/ˈˌkət ˈˌɡlas/






noun




glass that has been ornamented by having patterns cut into it by grinding and polishing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cut-glass vase.



















Cuthbert, St.

 
/ˈkəTHbərt/






(died 687), English monk. Feast day, March 20.









cuticle

 
/ˈkyo͞odək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer layer of living tissue, in particular




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a protective and waxy or hard layer covering the epidermis of a plant, invertebrate, or shell.




3.
 
the outer cellular layer of a hair.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for epidermis
 .




5.
 
the dead skin at the base of a fingernail or toenail.








II.
 
derivatives





cuticular

 
/kyo͞oˈtikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a membrane of the body): from Latin 
cuticula

 , diminutive of 
cutis

 ‘skin.’





cutie

 
/ˈkyo͞odē /

 
cutey
 , cutie pie






noun






‹informal›

 an attractive or endearing person.













cutin

 
/ˈkyo͞otn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a waxy, water-repellent substance occurring in the cuticle of plants and consisting of highly polymerized esters of fatty acids.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cutis
 + -in
 1
 .





cut-in

 
/ˈkəd ˌin/






noun




a shot in a movie that is edited into another shot or scene.














cutis

 
/ˈkyo͞odəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the true skin or dermis.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin,‘skin.’





cutlass

 
/ˈkətləs/





I.
 
noun




a short sword with a slightly curved blade, formerly used by sailors.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
coutelas

 , based on Latin 
cultellus

 ‘small knife’ (see cutler
 ).






cutlassfish

 
/ˈkətləsˌfiSH/






noun




a long, slender marine fish with sharp teeth and a dorsal fin running the length of the back.

[Family 
Trichiuridae

 : several species, including the Atlantic 
Trichiurus lepturus

 (also called snakefish
 ), an important food fish in the tropics.]














cutler

 
/ˈkətlər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes or sells cutlery.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coutelier

 , from 
coutel

 ‘knife,’ from Latin 
cultellus

 , diminutive of 
culter

 ‘knife, plowshare.’ Compare with coulter
 .





cutlery

 
/ˈkətlərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cutting utensils, especially knives for cutting food.




2.
 
knives, forks, and spoons used for eating or serving food.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
coutellerie

 , from 
coutelier

 (see cutler
 ).





cutlet

 
/ˈkətlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portion of sliced meat breaded and served either grilled or fried.




2.
 
a flat croquette of minced meat, nuts, or pulses, typically covered in breadcrumbs and fried.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
côtelette

 , earlier 
costelette

 , diminutive of 
coste

 ‘rib,’ from Latin 
costa

 .





cutline

 
/ˈkətlīn/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the caption to a photograph or other illustration.




2.
 
(in squash) the line above which a served ball must strike the front wall.













cutoff

 
/ˈkədäf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or constituting a limit




•
 
the cutoff date to register is July 2.










2.
 
(of a device) producing an interruption or cessation of a power or fuel supply




•
 
a cutoff valve.










3.
 
(of an item of clothing) having been cut short




•
 
a cutoff T-shirt.










4.
 
(of a person) isolated from or no longer having access to someone or something




•
 
aid to the cutoff troops in the north.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a point or level that is a designated limit of something




•
 
1 p.m. is the cutoff for being out of the woods.










2.
 
an act of stopping or interrupting the supply or provision of something




•
 
a cutoff of aid would be a disaster.










3.
 
a device for producing an interruption or cessation of a power or fuel supply.




4.
 
a sudden drop in amplification or responsiveness of an electric device at a certain frequency


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cutoff frequency of 8 Hz.










5.
 
the stopping of the supply of steam to the cylinders of a steam engine when the piston has traveled a set percentage of its stroke.




6.
 
(
cutoffs

 )
 — shorts made by cutting off the legs of a pair of jeans or other trousers above or at the knee and leaving the edges unhemmed.




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shortcut.




8.
 


[Geology]

 a pattern of a meandering stream in which a channel cuts a new course to bypass a meander bend.













cutout

 
/ˈkədˌout/






noun



1.
 
a shape of a person or thing cut out of cardboard or another material.




2.
 
a person perceived as characterless or as lacking in individuality




•
 
this film's protagonists are cardboard cutouts.










3.
 
a hole cut in something for decoration or to allow the insertion of something else.




4.
 
a device that automatically breaks an electric circuit for safety and either resets itself or can be reset.













cutover

 
/ˈkədˌōvər/





I.
 
noun




a rapid transition from one phase of a business enterprise or project to another.








II.
 
adjective




(of land) having had its saleable timber felled and removed.













cutpurse

 
/ˈkətpərs/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a pickpocket or thief.











– origin

 late Middle English: with reference to stealing by cutting purses suspended from a waistband.





cut-rate

 
/ˈkʌtˌrāt /

 
cut-price






adjective



1.
 
for sale at a reduced or unusually low price




•
 
cut-rate tickets.










2.
 
offering goods at reduced prices




•
 
a cut-rate furniture store.



















cutscene

 
/ˈkətsēn/






noun




(in computer games) a scene that develops the story line and is often shown on completion of a certain level, or when the player's character dies.













cutter

 
/ˈkədər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that cuts something, in particular




2.
 
[often with 
adj.

 or 
modifier

 ]
 — a tool for cutting something, especially one intended for cutting a particular thing or for producing a particular shape




•
 
a glass cutter




•
 (
cutters

 )
 
a pair of bolt cutters.










3.
 
a person who cuts or edits movies.




4.
 
a person in a tailoring establishment who takes measurements and cuts the cloth.




5.
 
a person who reduces or cuts down on something, especially expenditures




•
 
a determined cutter of costs.










6.
 
a person who cuts into their own flesh, especially habitually as a symptom of emotional distress




•
 
a support group for recovering cutters.










7.
 
a light, fast coastal patrol boat.




8.
 
a ship's boat used for carrying light stores or passengers.




9.
 


‹historical›

 a small fore-and-aft-rigged sailing ship with one mast, more than one headsail, and a running bowsprit, used as a fast auxiliary.




10.
 
a yacht with a gaff-rigged mainsail and two foresails.




11.
 
(also 
cut fastball

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 a fastball that breaks somewhat on being pitched.




12.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a light horse-drawn sleigh.













cutthroat

 
/ˈkətTHrōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a murderer or other violent criminal.




2.
 
(also 
cutthroat trout

 )
 — a trout of western North America, with red or orange markings under the jaw.

[
Salmo clarki

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a competitive situation or activity) fierce and intense; involving the use of ruthless measures




•
 
cutthroat competition led to a lot of bankruptcies




•
 
the cutthroat world of fashion.










2.
 
(of a person) using ruthless methods in a competitive situation




•
 
the greedy cutthroat manufacturers he worked for.










3.
 


[Sports]

 relating to or being a game or contest in which each of three players scores individually against the other two.




4.
 
denoting a form of whist (or other card game normally for four) played by three players.













cutthroat razor






noun




British term for straight razor
 .













cutthroat weaver

 
cutthroat
 , cutthroat finch






noun




a small, finchlike African bird of the waxbill family, with speckled brown plumage, a conspicuous crimson throat band, and a rufous belly.

[
Amadina fasciata

 , family 
Estrildidae

 .]













cut time






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a time signature indicating 2 or 4 half-note beats in a bar; alla breve




•
 
many fast songs are written in cut time so that instead of reading sixteenth notes, you are dealing with eighth notes.



















cutting

 
/ˈkədiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of someone or something that cuts




•
 
the cutting of the cake




•
 
tax-cutting.










2.
 
(often 
cuttings

 )
 — a piece cut off from something, especially what remains when something is being trimmed or prepared




•
 
grass cuttings.










3.
 
a piece cut from a plant for propagation.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a clipping from a newspaper or periodical.




5.
 
an open passage excavated through higher ground for a railroad, road, or canal.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of cutting something




•
 
the cutting blades of the hedge trimmer.










2.
 
(especially of a comment) causing emotional pain; hurtful




•
 
a cutting remark.










3.
 
(of the wind) bitterly cold.








III.
 
derivatives





cuttingly

 
/ˈkədiNGlē /






adverb





















cutting edge

 
/ˈˌkədiNG ˈˌej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the edge of a tool's blade.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the latest or most advanced stage in the development of something




•
 
researchers 
at the cutting edge of

 molecular biology.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a dynamic or invigorating quality




•
 
the campaign began to lose its cutting edge.










4.
 
incisiveness and directness of expression




•
 
his wit retains its cutting edge.














II.
 
adjective




at the latest or most advanced stage of development; innovative or pioneering




•
 
cutting-edge technology.



















cutting horse






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a horse trained in separating cattle from a herd.













cutting room






noun




a room in a production studio where film or videotape is cut and edited


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
such a scene would end up 
on the cutting-room floor

 .




















cuttle

 
/ˈkədl/





I.
 
noun




a cuttlefish.











– origin

 Old English 
cudele

 ‘cuttlefish,’ of Germanic origin; related to 
codd

 ‘bag,’ with reference to its ink bag.





cuttlebone

 
/ˈkədlˌbōn/






noun




the flattened oval internal skeleton of the cuttlefish, which is made of white, lightweight, chalky material. It is used as a dietary supplement for caged birds and for making casts for precious metal items.













cuttlefish

 
/ˈkədlˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a swimming marine mollusk that resembles a broad squid, having eight arms and two long tentacles that are used for grabbing prey. Its internal skeleton is cuttlebone, which it uses for adjusting buoyancy.

[Order 
Sepioidea

 , class 
Cephalopoda

 : 
Sepia

 and other genera.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from cuttle
 + fish
 1
 .





Cutty Sark

 
/ˌkəti ˈsärk/





I.
 
the only survivor of the British tea clippers, launched in 1869 and now preserved as a museum ship at Greenwich, London.







– origin

 from Robert Burns's 
Tam o' Shanter

 , a poem about a Scottish farmer chased by a young witch who wore only her “cutty sark” (= short shift).





cutty-stool

 
/ˈkədēˌsto͞ol/






noun






(Scottish)

 
‹historical›

 a stool on which an offender was publicly rebuked during a church service.













cut-up

 
cut up





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
divided into pieces by cutting




•
 
cut-up vegetables.










2.
 
(of a soft piece of ground) having an uneven surface after the passage of heavy vehicles or animals




•
 
the ground was deeply cut up where the cattle had strayed.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) very distressed




•
 
his girlfriend is dying and he's really 
cut up about

 it.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a film or sound recording made by cutting and editing material from preexisting recordings.




2.
 
(
cutup

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is fond of making jokes or playing pranks.













cutwater

 
/ˈkətwôdər ˈkətˌwädər/






noun



1.
 
the forward edge of a ship's prow.




2.
 
a wedge-shaped projection on the pier of a bridge, which divides the flow of water and prevents debris from becoming trapped against the pier.













cutwork

 
/ˈkətwərk/






noun



1.
 
embroidery or lace with parts cut out and the edges oversewn or filled with needlework designs.




2.
 
appliqué work in which the pattern is cut out and sewn on.













cutworm

 
/ˈkətwərm/






noun




a moth caterpillar that lives in the upper layers of the soil and eats through the stems of young plants at ground level.

[Several species in the family 
Noctuidae

 .]













cuvée

 
/k(y)o͞oˈvā/





I.
 
noun




a type, blend, or batch of wine, especially champagne.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French,‘vatful,’ from 
cuve

 ‘cask,’ from Latin 
cupa

 .





cuvette

 
/kyo͞oˈvet/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a straight-sided, optically clear container for holding liquid samples in a spectrophotometer or other instrument.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
cuve

 ‘cask,’ from Latin 
cupa

 .





Cuvier, Georges

 
/ko͞oˈvyā/






Baron (1769–1832), French naturalist; full name 
Georges Léopold Chrétien Frédéric Dagobert Cuvier

 . Cuvier founded the science of paleontology.









cuz1


 
/kəz /

 
'cuz






conjunction






‹informal›

 because.




•
 
I don't have much money to buy games cuz I'm a student.



















cuz2


 
/kəz/






noun



1.
 
a person's cousin.




•
 
did you know that Claire's my cuz?










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a friend or acquaintance (typically used as a form of address between men)




•
 
he always greeted people with a smile and "Whassup, cuz?".



















Cuzco

 
/ˈko͞oskō/






a city in the Andes in southern Peru; pop. 348,900 (est. 2007). It was the capital of the Inca empire until the Spanish conquest in 1533.









CV1


 
/ˌsē ˈvē/





I.
 
noun




a brief account of a person's education, qualifications, and previous occupations, typically sent with a job application




•
 
if you feel that you have these skills then please send us your CV.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation of curriculum vitae
 .





CV2


 
/ˌsē ˈvē/






abbreviation




cardiovascular.













cv.






abbreviation




cultivated variety.













CVS






abbreviation




chorionic villus sampling.













CVT






abbreviation




continuously variable transmission.














cwm

 
/ko͝om, ko͞om/





I.
 
noun




a cirque, especially one in the mountains of Wales.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Welsh; related to combe
 .





CWO






abbreviation




Chief Warrant Officer.













c.w.o.






abbreviation




cash with order.













cwr






abbreviation




continuous welded rail; railroad track laid in long unbroken strips rather than as short fixed lengths with gaps.













cwt.






abbreviation




hundredweight.













CY






abbreviation




calendar year.














-cy





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting state or condition




•
 
bankruptcy.










2.
 
denoting rank or status




•
 
baronetcy.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-cia

 , 
-tia

 and Greek 
-k(e)ia

 , 
-t(e)ia

 .






cyan

 
/ˈsīən/





I.
 
noun




a greenish-blue color, which is one of the primary subtractive colors, complementary to red.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kuaneos

 ‘dark blue.’





cyanamide

 
/sīˈanəməd sīˈanəˌmīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a weakly acidic crystalline compound made as an intermediate in the industrial production of ammonia.

[Alternative name: 
cyanogen amide

 ; chem. formula: CH2
 N2
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt of cyanamide containing the anion CN2
 2−
 especially the calcium salt (
calcium cyanamide

 ) used as a fertilizer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of cyanogen
 and amide
 .





cyanic

 
/sīˈanik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 blue; azure.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cyan
 + -ic
 .





cyanic acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, poisonous, volatile, strongly acidic liquid.

[Chem. formula: HOCN. See also fulminic acid
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





cyanate

 
/ˈsīəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cyanogen
 .






cyanide

 
/ˈsīəˌnīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of hydrocyanic acid, containing the anion CN−
 or the group —CN. The salts are generally extremely toxic.

Compare with nitrile
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 sodium or potassium cyanide used as a poison or in the extraction of gold and silver.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from cyanogen
 + -ide
 .





cyanine

 
/ˈsīənēn ˈsīənin/






noun




a blue pigment that is a mixture of cobalt blue and Prussian blue.













cyanite

 
/ˈsīəˌnīt/






noun




variant of kyanite
 .













cyano-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to the color blue, especially dark blue




•
 
cyanosis.










2.
 
representing cyanide
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
kuan(e)os

 ‘dark blue.’





cyanoacrylate

 
/ˌsīənōˈakrəˌlāt, sīˈanō-/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of compounds that are cyanide derivatives of acrylates. They are easily polymerized and are used to make quick-setting adhesives.














Cyanobacteria

 
/ˌsīənōbakˈtirēə, sīˌanō- /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
a division of microorganisms that are related to the bacteria but are capable of photosynthesis. They are prokaryotic and represent the earliest known form of life on the earth.

[Class 
Cyanophyceae

 , kingdom 
Eubacteria

 .]




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
cyanobacteria

 )
 — microorganisms of the Cyanobacteria division.

Also called blue-green algae
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kuaneos

 ‘dark blue’ + plural of bacterium
 .





cyanocobalamin

 
/ˌsīənōˌkōˈbaləmin, sīˌanō-/





I.
 
noun




a vitamin found in foods of animal origin such as liver, fish, and eggs, a deficiency of which can cause pernicious anemia. It contains a cyanide group bonded to the central cobalt atom of a cobalamin molecule.

Also called vitamin B12 (see vitamin B
 ).











– origin

 1950s: from cyanogen
 and 
cobalamin

 (blend of cobalt
 and vitamin
 ).






cyanogen

 
/sīˈanəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, flammable, highly poisonous gas made by oxidizing hydrogen cyanide. One of the pseudohalogens, cyanogen is an intermediate in fertilizer manufacture.

[Chem. formula: C2
 N2
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
cyanogène

 , from Greek 
kuanos

 ‘dark blue mineral’ + 
-gène

 (see -gen
 ), so named because it is a constituent of Prussian blue.





cyanogenesis

 
/ˌsīənōˈjenəsis, sīˌanō-/






noun






[Botany]

 the production of hydrogen cyanide by certain plants, such as cherry laurel, bracken, and some legumes, as a response to wounding or a deterrent to herbivores.













cyanogenic

 
/ˌsīənōˈjenik, sīˌanō-/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant) capable of cyanogenesis




•
 
cyanogenic forms.










2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Biochemistry]

 containing a cyanide group in the molecule.













cyanohydrin

 
/ˌsīənōˈhīdrin, sīˌanō-/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing a carbon atom linked to both a cyanide group and a hydroxyl group.













cyanophyte

 
/ˈsīənəˌfīt, sīˈanə-/






noun






[Biology]

 a microorganism of the division 
Cyanobacteria

 .














cyanosis

 
/ˌsīəˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bluish discoloration of the skin resulting from poor circulation or inadequate oxygenation of the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





cyanotic

 
/ˌsīəˈnädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kuanōsis

 ‘blueness,’ from 
kuaneos

 ‘dark blue.’





cyanotype

 
/ˈsīənəˌtīp, sīˈanə-/






noun




a photographic blueprint.













cyathium

 
/sīˈaTHēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the characteristic inflorescence of the spurges, resembling a single flower. It consists of a cup-shaped involucre of fused bracts enclosing several greatly reduced male flowers and a single female flower.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kuathion

 , diminutive of 
kuathos

 ‘cup.’





Cybele

 
/ˈsibəlē /

 

‹Mythology›







a mother goddess worshiped especially in Phrygia and later in Greece (where she was associated with Demeter), Rome, and the Roman provinces, with her consort Attis.









cyber

 
/ˈsībər/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of the culture of computers, information technology, and virtual reality




•
 
the cyber age.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of cybernetics
 .






cyber-





I.
 
combining form




relating to electronic communication networks and virtual reality




•
 
cyberpunk




•
 
cyberspace.

















– origin

 back-formation from cybernetics
 .





cyberattack

 
/ˈsībərəˌtak/






noun




an attempt by hackers to damage or destroy a computer network or system.













cyberbullying

 
/ˌsībərˈbo͝olēiNG/





I.
 
noun




the use of electronic communication to bully a person, typically by sending messages of an intimidating or threatening nature




•
 
children may be reluctant to admit to being the victims of cyberbullying.














II.
 
derivatives





cyberbully






noun






















cybercafe

 
/ˈsībərkaˌfā /

 
cybercafé






noun




a cafe that offers Internet access on computers that it owns, or via Wi-Fi on patrons' computers.













cybercast

 
/ˈsībərˌkast/






noun, verb




another term for webcast
 :




•
 
over 200,000 subscribers worldwide followed the contest via a special cybercast




•
 
the show will be cybercast on the band's website.



















cyberchondriac

 
/ˌsībərˈkändrēak/





I.
 
noun




a person who compulsively searches the Internet for information on real or imagined symptoms of illness




•
 
everybody is terribly health-conscious these days—it's no surprise that many people are becoming cyberchondriacs.














II.
 
derivatives





cyberchondria






noun



















– origin

 1990s: blend of cyber-
 and hypochondriac
 .






cybercrime

 
/ˈsībərˌkrīm/





I.
 
noun




criminal activities carried out by means of computers or the Internet.








II.
 
derivatives





cybercriminal






noun





















cybercrook

 
/ˈsībərˌkro͝ok/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who commits criminal activities by means of computers or the Internet; a cybercriminal.




•
 
a wireless network set up by cybercrooks to capture any personal and financial information you send over it.



















cyberculture

 
/ˈsībərˌkəlCHər/






noun




the social conditions brought about by the widespread use of computer networks for communication, entertainment, and business




•
 
our lives are influenced by cyberculture.




















cyberespionage

 
/ˌsībərˈespēəˌnäZH/






noun




the use of computer networks to gain illicit access to confidential information, typically that held by a government or other organization




•
 
improving cybersecurity across government agencies is crucial given the increase in cyberespionage.



















cyberlaw

 
/ˈsībərˌlô/






noun




laws, or a specific law, relating to Internet and computer offenses, especially fraud or copyright infringement.













cybermall

 
/ˈsībərˌmôl/






noun




a commercial website through which a range of goods may be purchased; a virtual shopping mall on the Internet.













Cyber Monday





I.
 
noun




the Monday following Thanksgiving, promoted by online retailers as a day for exceptional bargains.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of Black Friday
 .





cybernaut

 
/ˈsībərˌnôt ˈsībərˌnät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a person who wears sensory devices in order to experience virtual reality.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a person who uses the Internet.











– origin

 1960s (in the senses ‘robot’ and ‘cyborg’): from cyber-
 , on the pattern of 
astronaut

 and 
aeronaut

 .






cybernetics

 
/ˌsībərˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of communications and automatic control systems in both machines and living things.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cybernetic

 
/ˌsībərˈnedik /






adjective













2.
 
cybernetician

 
/-nəˈtiSHən /






noun













3.
 
cyberneticist

 
/-ˈnetəsəst /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
kubernētēs

 ‘steersman,’ from 
kubernan

 ‘to steer.’






cyberpet

 
/ˈsībərˌpet/






noun




an electronic toy that simulates a real pet and with which human interaction is possible.

Also called digipet
 or virtual pet
 .













cyberphobia

 
/ˌsībərˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of computers or technology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cyberphobe

 
/ˈsībərˌfōb /






noun













2.
 
cyberphobic

 
/-ˈfōbik /






adjective, noun





















cyberporn

 
/ˈsībərˌpôrn/






noun




pornography accessed via the Internet.













cyberpunk

 
/ˈsībərˌpəNGk/






noun




a genre of science fiction set in a lawless subculture of an oppressive society dominated by computer technology.














cybersecurity

 
/ˌsībərsiˈkyo͝orədē/






noun




the state of being protected against the criminal or unauthorized use of electronic data, or the measures taken to achieve this




•
 
some people have argued that the threat to cybersecurity has been somewhat inflated.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
IT security professionals said that outsourcing would be the biggest cybersecurity threat.



















cybersex

 
/ˈsībərˌseks/






noun




sexual arousal using computer technology, especially by wearing virtual reality equipment or by exchanging messages with another person via the Internet.














cybershop

 
/ˈsībərˌSHäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
cybershopping

 )


1.
 
purchase or shop for goods and services on a website.








II.
 
noun




a website that sells or provides information about retail goods or services.













cyberslacker

 
/ˈsībərˌslakər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who uses their employer's Internet and email facilities for personal activities during working hours.








II.
 
derivatives





cyberslacking






noun





















cyberspace

 
/ˈsībərˌspās/






noun




the notional environment in which communication over computer networks occurs.













cybersphere

 
/ˈsībərˌsfir/






noun




the sphere or realm of information technology, as typified by the Internet.




•
 
a good chunk of the incriminating material whirling around the cybersphere will somehow have to be expunged.



















cyberspying

 
/ˈsībərˌspīiNG/






noun




another term for cyberespionage
 :




•
 
the government denied any involvement in cyberspying.



















cybersquatting

 
/ˈsībərˌskwädiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of registering names, especially well-known company or brand names, as Internet domains, in the hope of reselling them at a profit.








II.
 
derivatives





cybersquatter

 
/ˈsībərˌskwädər /






noun





















cyberstalking

 
/ˈsībərˌstôkiNG/





I.
 
noun




the repeated use of electronic communications to harass or frighten someone, for example by sending threatening emails.








II.
 
derivatives





cyberstalker

 
/ˈsībərˌstôkər /






noun





















cyberstore

 
/-ˌstôr/






noun




another term for cybershop
 .













cybersurfing

 
/ˈsībərˌsərfiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of using and browsing the Internet, especially as a habitual pastime.








II.
 
derivatives





cybersurfer






noun





















cyberterrorism

 
/ˌsībərˈterərizəm/





I.
 
noun




the politically motivated use of computers and information technology to cause severe disruption or widespread fear in society




•
 
a bill that would make it easier for law enforcement to wiretap computers and combat cyberterrorism.














II.
 
derivatives





cyberterrorist

 
/ˌsībərˈterərist /






noun





















cybertheft

 
/ˈsībərˌTHeft/






noun




theft carried out by means of computers or the Internet




•
 
online fraud and cybertheft cost financial institutions an estimated $3.5 billion last year




•
 
a cybertheft in which criminals infiltrated the computer system of a bank and stole £1.3 million.



















cyberthreat

 
/ˈsībərˌTHret/






noun




the possibility of a malicious attempt to damage or disrupt a computer network or system




•
 
the FBI has opened an investigation to address the potential cyberthreat.



















cyberwar

 
/ˈsībərˌwôr/






noun




the use of computer technology to disrupt the activities of a state or organization, especially the deliberate attacking of information systems for strategic or military purposes




•
 
cyberwar is asymmetric, which means it benefits lesser military powers as much as military goliaths




•
 
the same strategies that averted nuclear armageddon may also work to stave off a cyberwar.



















cyberwarfare

 
/ˌsībərˈwôrfer/






noun




the use of computer technology to disrupt the activities of a state or organization, especially the deliberate attacking of information systems for strategic or military purposes




•
 
professional programmers are being hired by governments intent on waging cyberwarfare.



















cyberwarrior

 
/ˈsībərˌwôrēər/






noun




a computer expert engaged in the infiltration or sabotage of information systems, or in the defense of information systems against outside attack, typically for strategic or military purposes




•
 
for the governments facing increasing computer attacks, the biggest challenge is finding the right cyberwarriors to fight back.



















cyborg

 
/ˈsīˌbôrɡ/





I.
 
noun




a fictional or hypothetical person whose physical abilities are extended beyond normal human limitations by mechanical elements built into the body.











– origin

 1960s: blend of cyber-
 and organism
 .





cybrarian

 
/ˌsīˈbrerēən/





I.
 
noun




a librarian or researcher who uses the Internet as an information resource.











– origin

 1990s: blend of cyber-
 and librarian
 .





cycad

 
/ˈsīkəd ˈsīˌkad/





I.
 
noun




a palmlike plant of tropical and subtropical regions, bearing large male or female cones. Cycads were abundant during the Triassic and Jurassic eras, but have since been in decline.

[Class 
Cycadopsida

 , subdivision 
Gymnospermae

 : twenty species in the genus 
Cycas

 and family 
Cycadaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cycas

 , 
Cycad-

 (order name), from supposed Greek 
kukas

 , scribal error for 
koikas

 , plural of 
koix

 ‘Egyptian palm.’






Cyclades

 
/ˈsikləˌdēz/





I.
 
a large group of islands in the southern Aegean Sea, regarded in antiquity as circling around the sacred island of Delos.

Greek name Kikládhes
 .







– origin

 Latin, based on Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’





Cycladic

 
/sīˈkladik, sə-/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Cyclades.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a Bronze Age civilization that flourished in the Cyclades, dated to 
c.

 3000–1050 
BC

 .




3.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Cycladic

 )
 — the Cycladic culture or period.













cyclamate

 
/ˈsīkləmāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt of a synthetic acid which is a cyclohexyl derivative of sulfamic acid. Sodium and calcium cyclamates were formerly used as artificial sweeteners.











– origin

 1950s: contraction of 
cyclohexylsulphamate

 .





cyclamen

 
/ˈsīkləmən ˈsikləmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a European plant of the primrose family, having pink, red, or white flowers with backward-curving petals and widely grown as a winter-flowering houseplant.

[Genus 
Cyclamen

 , family 
Primulaceae

 : several species.]




2.
 
a pinkish-purple color.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
cyclaminos

 , from Greek 
kuklaminos

 , perhaps from 
kuklos

 ‘circle,’ with reference to its bulbous roots.






cycle

 
/ˈsīk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[often with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a series of events that are regularly repeated in the same order




•
 
the boom and slump periods of a trade cycle.










2.
 
the period of time taken to complete a single sequence of events




•
 
the cells are shed over a cycle of twenty-eight days.










3.
 


‹technical›

 a recurring series of successive operations or states, as in the working of an internal combustion engine, or in the alternation of an electric current or a wave




•
 
the familiar four cycles of intake, combustion, ignition, and exhaust.










4.
 


[Biology]

 a recurring series of events or metabolic processes in the lifetime of a plant or animal




•
 
the storks' breeding cycle.










5.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a series of successive metabolic reactions in which one of the products is regenerated and reused.




6.
 


[Ecology]

 the movement of a simple substance through the soil, rocks, water, atmosphere, and living organisms of the earth.

See carbon cycle
 , nitrogen cycle
 .




7.
 


[Computing]

 a single set of hardware operations, especially that by which memory is accessed and an item is transferred to or from it, to the point at which the memory may be accessed again.




8.
 


[Physics]

 a cycle per second; one hertz.




9.
 
a complete set or series




•
 
the painting is one of a cycle of seven.










10.
 
a series of songs, stories, plays, or poems composed around a particular theme and usually intended to be performed or read in sequence




•
 
Wagner's Ring Cycle.










11.
 
a bicycle or tricycle.




12.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a ride on a bicycle




•
 
a 112-mile cycle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride a bicycle




•
 
she cycled to work every day.










2.
 
move in or follow a regularly repeated sequence of events




•
 
economies cycle regularly between boom and slump.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
cyclus

 , from Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’





cycle of erosion






noun






[Geology]

 
‹dated›

 an idealized course of landscape evolution, passing from youthful stages, which are marked by steep gradients, to old age, when the landscape is reduced to a peneplain.














cyclic

 
/ˈsīklik ˈsiklik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring in cycles; regularly repeated




•
 
the cyclic pattern of the last two decades.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a group) having the property that each element of the group can be expressed as a power of one particular element.




3.
 
relating to or denoting a musical or literary composition with a recurrent theme or structural device.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or relating to a circle or other closed curve.




5.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a polygon) having all its vertices lying on a circle.




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) having a molecular structure containing one or more closed rings of atoms.




7.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower) having its parts arranged in whorls.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
cyclique

 or Latin 
cyclicus

 , from Greek 
kuklikos

 , from 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’





cyclical

 
/ˈsiklək(ə)l ˈsīklək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




occurring in cycles; recurrent




•
 
the cyclical nature of the cement industry.














II.
 
derivatives





cyclically

 
/ˈsiklək(ə)lē ˈsīklək(ə)lē /






adverb





















cyclicals

 
/ˈsīklikəlz, ˈsik-/






plural noun




stocks in cyclical companies (those whose success varies with the seasonal or economic cycle).













cyclic AMP

 
cAMP






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a cyclic form of adenosine monophosphate (adenylic acid) that plays a major role in controlling many enzyme-catalyzed processes in living cells.













cyclic GMP

 
cGMP






noun




a cyclic version of the nucleotide guanosine monophosphate. In cellular metabolism, it is a secondary messenger affecting cell growth and division.













cyclic redundancy check

 
cyclic redundancy code
 , CRC






noun






[Computing]

 a code added to data that is used to detect errors occurring during transmission, storage, or retrieval.













cyclin

 
/ˈsīklən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a number of proteins associated with the cycle of cell division that are thought to initiate certain processes of mitosis.











– origin

 1980s: from cycle
 + -in
 1
 .





cycling

 
/ˈsīk(ə)liNG/






noun




the sport or activity of riding a bicycle. Bicycle racing has three main forms: road racing (typically over long distances), track racing (on an oval track), and cyclocross (over rough, open country).













cycling shorts






plural noun




another term for bike shorts
 .













Cycliophora

 
/ˌsiklēˈäfərə, ˌsī- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum established for a minute marine invertebrate (
Symbion pandora

 ) discovered in the 1990s attached to the mouthparts of lobsters. It is related to the phyla Bryozoa and Entoprocta.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kuklios

 ‘circular’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





cyclist

 
/ˈsīkləst/






noun




a person who rides a bicycle.













cyclize

 
/ˈsīk(ə)ˌlīz/





I.
 
verb






[Chemistry]

 undergo or cause to undergo a reaction in which one part of a molecule becomes linked to another to form a closed ring.








II.
 
derivatives





cyclization

 
/ˌsīk(ə)ˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















cyclo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
circular




•
 
cyclorama.










2.
 
relating to a cycle or cycling




•
 
cyclocross.










3.
 
cyclic




•
 
cycloparaffin.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle,’ or directly from cycle
 or cyclic
 .





cycloaddition

 
/ˌsīklōəˈdiSHən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an addition reaction in which a cyclic molecule is formed.













cycloalkane

 
/ˌsīklōˈalkān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for cycloparaffin
 .













cyclocross

 
/ˈsīklōkrôs/






noun




cross-country racing on bicycles.














cyclogenesis

 
/ˌsīklōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 the development or strengthening of an area of low pressure in the atmosphere, resulting in the formation of a cyclone




•
 
cyclogenesis is common on the lee side of the mountains at the locations of the Alberta and Colorado storm track.

















– origin

 1920s: from cyclo-
 + genesis
 .





cyclohexane

 
/ˌsīklōˈheksān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, flammable liquid cycloparaffin obtained from petroleum or by hydrogenating benzene, and used as a solvent and paint remover.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H12
 .]













cyclohexyl

 
/ˌsīklōˈheksəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the cyclic hydrocarbon radical —C6
 H11
 , derived from cyclohexane.













cycloid

 
/ˈsīkloid/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a curve (resembling a series of arches) traced by a point on a circle being rolled along a straight line.








II.
 
derivatives





cycloidal

 
/sīˈkloidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
kukloeidēs

 ‘circular,’ from 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’





cyclometer

 
/sīˈklämədər/






noun



1.
 
an instrument for measuring circular arcs.




2.
 
an instrument attached to a bicycle for measuring the distance it travels.













cyclone

 
/ˈsīˌklōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Meteorology]

 a system of winds rotating inward to an area of low atmospheric pressure, with a counterclockwise (northern hemisphere) or clockwise (southern hemisphere) circulation; a depression.




2.
 


[Meteorology]

 another term for tropical storm
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cyclonic

 
/sīˈklänik /






adjective













2.
 
cyclonically

 
/sīˈklänik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from Greek 
kuklōma

 ‘wheel, coil of a snake,’ from 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’ The change of spelling from 
-m

 to 
-n

 is unexplained.






cycloparaffin

 
/ˌsīklōˈperəfən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a hydrocarbon with a molecule containing a ring of carbon atoms joined by single bonds.













cyclopean

 
/ˌsīkləˈpēən sīˈklōpēən /

 
cyclopian






adjective



1.
 
denoting a type of ancient masonry made with massive irregular blocks




•
 
cyclopean stone walls.







[by association with the great size of the Cyclops.]




2.
 
of or resembling a Cyclops




•
 
a cyclopean eye.



















cyclopedia

 
/ˌsīkləˈpēdēə /

 
cyclopaedia





I.
 
noun

 — (except in book titles)


1.
 


‹archaic›

 an encyclopedia




•
 
Bailey's Cyclopedia of Horticulture.














II.
 
derivatives





cyclopedic

 
/-ˈpēdik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: shortening of encyclopedia
 .





cyclopentadiene

 
/ˌsīkləˌpentəˈdīēn, ˌsiklə-/






noun




a colorless toxic liquid derived from the distillation of coal tar, insoluble in water, soluble in alcohol, and used in the manufacture of insecticides and resins.













cyclophosphamide

 
/ˌsīklōˈfäsfəmīd/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic cytotoxic drug used in treating leukemia and lymphoma and as an immunosuppressive agent.













cycloplegia

 
/ˌsīkləˈplēj(ē)ə/






noun




paralysis of the ciliary muscle of the eye.













cyclopropane

 
/ˌsīklōˈprōpān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a flammable, gaseous synthetic compound whose molecule contains a ring of three carbon atoms. It has some use as a general anesthetic.

[Chem. formula: C3
 H6
 .]













Cyclops

 
/ˈsīˌkläps/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 Cyclops or Cyclopes )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 a member of a race of savage one-eyed giants. In the 
Odyssey

 , Odysseus escaped death by blinding the Cyclops Polyphemus.




2.
 
(
cyclops

 )
 — a minute predatory freshwater crustacean which has a cylindrical body with a single central eye.

[Genus 
Cyclops

 and other genera, order 
Cyclopoida

 .]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Kuklōps

 , literally ‘round-eyed,’ from 
kuklos

 ‘circle’ + 
ōps

 ‘eye.’





cyclorama

 
/ˌsīkləˈramə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular picture of a 360° scene, viewed from inside.




2.
 
a cloth stretched tight in an arc around the back of a stage set, often used to depict the sky.








II.
 
derivatives





cycloramic

 
/-ˈramik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cyclo-
 , on the pattern of words such as 
panorama

 .





cyclosporine

 
/ˌsīklōˈspôrən /

 
cyclosporin A
 , cyclosporin





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a drug with immunosuppressive properties used to prevent the rejection of grafts and transplants. A cyclic peptide, it is obtained from a fungus.

[This drug is obtained from the fungus 
Trichoderma polysporum

 .]











– origin

 1970s: from cyclo-
 + 
-sporin

 (from Latin 
spora

 ‘spore’) + -in
 1
 .






cyclosportive

 
/ˌsīklōspôrˈtēv/





I.
 
noun




another term for sportive
 2
 :




•
 
the 69-mile cyclosportive will take place on a closed road course.

















– origin

 1990s: French (short for 
randonnée cyclosportive

 ), noun use of the feminine of the adjective 
cyclosportif

 , from 
cyclo-

 (see cyclo-
 ) + 
sportif

 ‘relating to sport.’






cyclostome

 
/ˈsīkləˌstōm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an eellike, jawless vertebrate with a round sucking mouth, formerly included in a group with the lampreys and hagfishes.

[Subclass 
Cyclostomata

 , now incorporated in the superclass 
Agnatha

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from cyclo-
 + Greek 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’





cyclostyle

 
/ˈsīkləˌstīl/





I.
 
noun




an early device for duplicating handwriting, in which a pen with a small toothed wheel pricks holes in a sheet of waxed paper, which is then used as a stencil.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
cyclostyled

 )


1.
 
duplicate with a cyclostyle




•
 
a cyclostyled leaflet.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cyclo-
 ‘circular’ + the noun style
 .






cyclothymia

 
/ˌsīkləˈTHīmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 
‹dated›

 a mental state characterized by marked swings of mood between depression and elation; bipolar disorder.








II.
 
derivatives





cyclothymic

 
/-ˈTHīmik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from cyclo-
 + Greek 
thumos

 ‘temper.’





cyclotron

 
/ˈsīkləˌträn/






noun






[Physics]

 an apparatus in which charged atomic and subatomic particles are accelerated by an alternating electric field while following an outward spiral or circular path in a magnetic field.













cyder






noun




archaic spelling of cider
 .













cygnet

 
/ˈsiɡnət/





I.
 
noun




a young swan.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
cignet

 , diminutive of Old French 
cigne

 ‘swan,’ based on Latin 
cycnus

 , from Greek 
kuknos

 .





Cygnus

 
/ˈsiɡnəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a prominent northern constellation (the Swan), said to represent a flying swan that was the form adopted by Zeus on one occasion. It contains the bright star Deneb.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Cygni

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Cygni.













– origin

 Latin.





cyl.






abbreviation




cylinder.













cylinder

 
/ˈsiləndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid geometric figure with straight parallel sides and a circular or oval cross section.




2.
 
a solid or hollow body, object, or part having the shape of a cylinder.




3.
 
a piston chamber in a steam or internal combustion engine.




4.
 
a cylindrical container for liquefied gas under pressure.




5.
 
a rotating metal roller in a printing press.




6.
 


[Archaeology]

 a cylinder seal.








II.
 
derivatives





cylindric

 
/səˈlindrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
cylindrus

 , from Greek 
kulindros

 ‘roller,’ from 
kulindein

 ‘to roll.’






cylinder head

 
/ˈsiləndər hed/






noun




the end cover of a cylinder in an internal combustion engine, against which the piston compresses the cylinder's contents.













cylinder lock






noun




a lock with the keyhole and tumbler mechanism contained in a cylinder.













cylinder seal






noun






[Archaeology]

 a small, barrel-shaped stone object with a hole down the center and an incised design or cuneiform inscription. It was originally rolled on clay when soft to indicate ownership or to authenticate a document and was used chiefly in Mesopotamia from the late 4th to the 1st millennium 
BC

 .













cylindrical

 
/səˈlindrik(ə)l /

 
cylindric





I.
 
adjective




having straight parallel sides and a circular or oval cross-section; in the shape or form of a cylinder




•
 
a cylindrical plastic container




•
 
the cavity is roughly cylindrical.














II.
 
derivatives





cylindrically

 
/səˈlindrik(ə)l /






adverb





















cylindroid

 
/ˈsilənˌdroid/





I.
 
noun




a figure or body resembling a cylinder.








II.
 
adjective




resembling a cylinder in shape.













cyma

 
/ˈsīmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a cornice molding with an S-shaped cross section.

Compare with ogee
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 variant spelling of cyme
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kuma

 ‘wave or wavy molding.’






cymbal

 
/ˈsimbəl/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument consisting of a slightly concave round brass plate that is either struck against another one or struck with a stick to make a ringing or clashing sound.








II.
 
derivatives





cymbalist

 
/ˈsimbələst /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
cymbalum

 , from Greek 
kumbalon

 , from 
kumbē

 ‘cup’; readopted in Middle English from Old French 
cymbale

 .





cymbalom

 
/ˈsimbələm /

 
cimbalom





I.
 
noun




a large Hungarian dulcimer.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hungarian, from Italian 
cembalo

 , 
cimbalo

 , from Latin 
cymbalum

 (see cymbal
 ).






Cymbeline

 
/ˈsimbəˌlēn /

 
Cunobelinus






(died 
c.

 
AD

 42), English chieftain. A powerful ruler, he made the town of Camulodunum (Colchester) his capital and established a mint.









cymbidium

 
/ˌsimˈbidēəm/





I.
 
noun




a tropical orchid with long, narrow leaves and arching stems bearing several flowers, growing chiefly as an epiphyte from Asia to Australasia and widely cultivated for boutonnières.

[Genus 
Cymbidium

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
kumbē

 ‘cup.’






cyme

 
/sīm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flower cluster with a central stem bearing a single terminal flower that develops first, the other flowers in the cluster developing as terminal buds of lateral stems.

Compare with raceme
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cymose

 
/ˈsīˌmōs ˈsīˌmōz /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting the unopened head of a plant): from French, literally ‘summit,’ from a popular variant of Latin 
cyma

 .





cymoid

 
/ˈsīmoid/






adjective




resembling a cyma or a cyme.













Cymraeg

 
/ˈkəmrīɡ/





I.
 
noun




the Welsh language.











– origin

 Welsh.





Cymric

 
/ˈkəmrik/





I.
 
adjective




Welsh in language or culture.








II.
 
noun




the Welsh language.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Welsh 
Cymru

 ‘Wales,’ 
Cymry

 ‘the Welsh,’ + -ic
 .






Cymru

 
/ˈkəmrē/






Welsh name for Wales
 .









Cynewulf

 
/ˈkinəwo͝olf/






(late 8th–9th centuries), Anglo-Saxon poet. Four poems are attributed to him: 
Juliana

 , 
Elene

 , 
The Fates of the Apostles

 , and 
Christ II

 .









cynic

 
/ˈsinik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who believes that people are motivated purely by self-interest rather than acting for honorable or unselfish reasons




•
 
some cynics thought that the controversy was all a publicity stunt.










2.
 
a person who questions whether something will happen or whether it is worthwhile




•
 
the cynics were silenced when the factory opened.










3.
 
(
Cynic

 )
 — a member of a school of ancient Greek philosophers founded by Antisthenes, marked by an ostentatious contempt for ease and pleasure. The movement flourished in the 3rd century 
BC

 and revived in the 1st century 
AD

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
cynicus

 , from Greek 
kunikos

 ; probably originally from 
Kunosarges

 , the name of a gymnasium where Antisthenes taught, but popularly taken to mean ‘doglike, churlish,’ 
kuōn

 , 
kun-

 ‘dog’ becoming a nickname for a Cynic.





cynical

 
/ˈsinək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
believing that people are motivated by self-interest; distrustful of human sincerity or integrity




•
 
her cynical attitude.










2.
 
doubtful as to whether something will happen or whether it is worthwhile




•
 
most residents are 
cynical about

 efforts to clean mobsters out of their city.










3.
 
contemptuous; mocking




•
 
he gave a cynical laugh.










4.
 
concerned only with one's own interests and typically disregarding accepted or appropriate standards in order to achieve them




•
 
a cynical manipulation of public opinion.



















cynically

 
/ˈsinək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a distrustful way that expresses a belief that people are motivated purely by self-interest




•
 
many cynically dismiss the way of peace as naive and impossible.










2.
 
in a way that expresses doubt as to whether something will happen or whether it is worthwhile




•
 
the public has cynically disregarded the good news.










3.
 
in a way that is concerned only with one's own interests and disregards accepted standards in order to achieve them




•
 
he was accused of cynically exploiting a terrible tragedy.



















cynicism

 
/ˈsinəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
an inclination to believe that people are motivated purely by self-interest; skepticism




•
 
public cynicism about politics.










2.
 
an inclination to question whether something will happen or whether it is worthwhile; pessimism




•
 
cynicism about the future.










3.
 
(
Cynicism

 )
 — a school of ancient Greek philosophers, the Cynics.













cyno-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to dogs




•
 
cynodont.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kuōn

 , 
kun-

 ‘dog.’





cynodont

 
/ˈsīnəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




a carnivorous, mammallike fossil reptile of the late Permian and Triassic periods, with well-developed, specialized teeth.

[Suborder 
Cynodontia

 , order 
Therapsida

 : several families.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kuōn

 , 
kun-

 ‘dog’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





cynosure

 
/ˈsīnəˌSHo͝o(ə)r/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a person or thing that is the center of attention or admiration




•
 
the Queen was the cynosure of all eyes.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
cynosura

 , from Greek 
kunosoura

 ‘dog's tail’ (also ‘Ursa Minor’), from 
kuōn

 , 
kun-

 ‘dog’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’ The term originally denoted the constellation Ursa Minor, or the star Polaris that it contains, long used as a guide by navigators.





cypherpunk

 
/ˈsīfərˌpəNGk/





I.
 
noun




a person who uses encryption when accessing a computer network in order to ensure privacy, especially from government authorities.











– origin

 1990s: on the pattern of 
cyberpunk

 .





cy-pres

 
/sēˈprā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Law]

 as near as possible to the testator's or donor's intentions when these cannot be precisely followed.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from a late Anglo-Norman French variant of French 
si près

 ‘so near.’





cypress

 
/ˈsīprəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen coniferous tree with small, rounded, woody cones and flattened shoots bearing small, scalelike leaves.

[
Cupressus

 , 
Chamaecyparis

 , and other genera, family 
Cupressaceae

 : many species, including the columnar 
Italian cypress

 (
Cupressus sempervirens

 ), common throughout southern Europe. See also Lawson cypress
 .]




2.
 
a cypress tree, or branches from it, as a symbol of mourning.




3.
 
used in names of coniferous trees of other families that resemble the cypress, e.g., 
bald cypress

 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cipres

 , from late Latin 
cypressus

 , from Greek 
kuparissos

 .





Cypress

 
/ˈsīprəs/






a city in south central California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 47,123 (est. 2008).









cypress knees






plural noun




the cone-shaped exposed growths on the buttress roots of a bald cypress.













Cyprian, St.

 
/ˈsiprēən/






(died 258), Carthaginian bishop and martyr. Feast day, September 16 or 26.









cyprinid

 
/ˈsiprəˌnid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the minnow (or carp) family (
Cyprinidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cyprinidae

 (plural), based on Greek 
kuprinos

 ‘carp.’





cyprinoid

 
/ˈsiprəˌnoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a fish of a large group that includes the carps, suckers, and loaches, and (in some classification schemes) the characins.

[Order 
Cypriniformes

 or superfamily 
Cyprinoidea

 .]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to cyprinoid fish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Cyprinoidea

 , based on Latin 
cyprinus

 ‘carp’ (from Greek 
kuprinos

 ).





Cypriot

 
/ˈsiprēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Cyprus.




2.
 
the dialect of Greek used in Cyprus.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Cyprus or its people or the Greek dialect used there.











– origin

 from Greek 
Kupriōtes

 , from 
Kupros

 ‘Cyprus.’





cypripedium

 
/ˌsiprəˈpēdēəm/





I.
 
noun




an orchid of a genus that comprises the lady's slippers.

[Genus 
Cypripedium

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
Kupris

 ‘Aphrodite’ + 
pedilon

 ‘slipper.’





Cyprus

 
/ˈsīprəs/





I.
 
an island country in southeastern Europe, in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, about 50 miles (80 km) south of the Turkish coast; pop. 1,084,700 (est. 2009); capital, Nicosia; official languages, Greek and Turkish.





A Greek colony in ancient times, Cyprus was held by the Turks from 1571 until 1878, when it was placed under British administration. After virtual civil war between the Greek Cypriots (some of whom favor enosis or union with Greece) and the Turkish Cypriots, Cyprus became an independent Commonwealth of Nations republic in 1960. In 1974, Turkish forces took over the northern part of the island, which proclaimed itself the independent Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in 1983 and effectively divided the island between the Greek and Turkish communities. The Greek Cypriot-controlled Republic of Cyprus joined the EU in May 2004.





cypsela

 
/ˈsipsələ/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a dry, single-seeded fruit formed from a double ovary, of which only one develops into a seed, as in the daisy family.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
kupselē

 ‘hollow vessel.’






Cyrano de Bergerac, Savinien

 
/ˈsirənō də ˈbərZHəˌrak, ˈberZHˌrak/






(1619–55), French soldier, duelist, and writer. He is chiefly remembered for the large number of duels that he fought (many because of his proverbially large nose) as immortalized in 
Cyrano de Bergerac

 (1897), a play by Edmond Rostand.









Cyrenaic

 
/ˌsirəˈnāik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting the hedonistic school of philosophy, which was founded 
c.

 400 
BC

 by Aristippus the Elder of Cyrene and which holds that pleasure is the highest good and that virtue is to be equated with the ability to enjoy.








II.
 
noun




a follower of the Cyrenaic school of philosophy.








III.
 
derivatives





Cyrenaicism

 
/-ˈnāəˌsizəm /






noun





















Cyrenaica

 
/ˌsirəˈnāəkə/






a region in northeastern Libya that borders on the Mediterranean Sea and was settled by the Greeks 
c.

 640 
BC

 .









Cyrene

 
/sīˈrēnē kīˈrēnē/






an ancient Greek city in North Africa, near the coast in Cyrenaica.










Cyril, St.

 
/ˈsirəl/






(826–869), Greek missionary. The invention of the Cyrillic alphabet is named for him. Feast day (in the Eastern Church) May 11; (in the Western Church) February 14.









Cyrillic

 
/səˈrilik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting the alphabet used by many Slavic peoples, chiefly those with a historical allegiance to the Orthodox Church. Ultimately derived from Greek uncials, it is now used for Russian, Bulgarian, Serbian, Ukrainian, and some other Slavic languages.








II.
 
noun




the Cyrillic alphabet.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after St. 
Cyril

 (see Cyril, St.
 ).





Cyril of Alexandria, St.






(died 444), doctor of the Church and patriarch of Alexandria. He is best known for his vehement opposition to the views of 
Nestorius

 , the patriarch of Constantinople. Feast day, February 9.









Cyrus1


 
/ˈsīrəs/






(died 
c.

 530 
BC

 ), king of Persia 559–530 
BC

 ; founder of the Achaemenid dynasty; father of Cambyses; known as 
Cyrus the Great

 . He defeated the Median empire in 550 
BC

 and went on to conquer Asia Minor, Babylonia, Syria, Palestine, and most of the Iranian plateau. He is said to have ruled with wisdom and moderation, maintaining good relations with the Jews (whom he freed from the Babylonian Captivity) and the Phoenicians.









Cyrus2


 
/ˈsīrəs/






(died 401 
BC

 ), Persian prince; known as 
Cyrus the Younger

 . On the death of his father, 
Darius II

 , in 405 
BC

 , Cyrus led an army of mercenaries against his elder brother, who had succeeded to the throne as Artaxerxes II.










cyst

 
/sist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 in an animal or plant, a thin-walled, hollow organ or cavity containing a liquid secretion; a sac, vesicle, or bladder.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 in the body, a membranous sac or cavity of abnormal character containing fluid.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a tough protective capsule enclosing the larva of a parasitic worm or the resting stage of an organism.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin 
cystis

 , from Greek 
kustis

 ‘bladder.’





cystectomy

 
/sisˈtektəmē/






noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 cystectomies)
 — a surgical operation to remove the urinary bladder.




2.
 
a surgical operation to remove an abnormal cyst




•
 
an ovarian cystectomy.



















cysteine

 
/ˈsistəˌēn, ˈsisˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sulfur-containing amino acid that occurs in keratins and other proteins, often in the form of cystine, and is a constituent of many enzymes.

[Chem. formula: HSCH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from cystine
 + 
-eine

 (variant of -ine
 4
 ).





cystic

 
/ˈsistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or characterized by cysts




•
 
the ultrasound scan showed a cystic nodule




•
 
masses in the ovary may be cystic or solid.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a parasite or other organism) enclosed in a cyst




•
 
the cystic stage.










3.
 
of or relating to the urinary bladder or the gallbladder




•
 
the cystic artery.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally referring to the gallbladder): from French 
cystique

 or modern Latin 
cysticus

 , from late Latin 
cystis

 (see cyst
 ).





cysticercus

 
/ˌsistəˈsərkəs ˌsistəˈkərkəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a larval tapeworm that is at a stage in which the scolex is inverted in a sac, and that is typically found encysted in the muscle tissue of the host.








II.
 
derivatives





cysticercoid

 
/-ˈsərˌkoid /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin (originally the name of a supposed genus), from Greek 
kustis

 ‘bladder’ + 
kerkos

 ‘tail.’





cystic fibrosis

 
/ˌsistik fīˈbrōsəs/






noun




a hereditary disorder affecting the exocrine glands. It causes the production of abnormally thick mucus, leading to the blockage of the pancreatic ducts, intestines, and bronchi and often resulting in respiratory infection.














cystine

 
/ˈsistēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is an oxidized dimer of cysteine and is the form in which cysteine often occurs in organic tissue.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H12
 N2
 O4
 S2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kustis

 ‘bladder’ (because it was first isolated from urinary calculi) + -ine
 4
 .





cystitis

 
/siˈstīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the urinary bladder. It is often caused by infection and is usually accompanied by frequent, painful urination.













cysto-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the urinary bladder




•
 
cystotomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kustis

 ‘bladder.’





cystoid

 
/ˈsistoid/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of a cyst.








II.
 
noun




a cystoid formation.













cystoscope

 
/ˈsistəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an instrument inserted into the urethra for examining the urinary bladder.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cystoscopic

 
/ˌsistəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
cystoscopy

 
/sisˈtäskəpē /






noun





















cystotomy

 
/siˈstädəmē/






noun




a surgical incision into the urinary bladder.














-cyte





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 denoting a mature cell




•
 
lymphocyte.







Compare with -blast
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
kutos

 ‘vessel.’





Cytherea

 
/ˌsiTHəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




another name for Aphrodite
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
Cythera

 ‘Kithira,’ the name of an Ionian island.





Cytherean

 
/ˌsiTHəˈrēən/






adjective



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or relating to the planet Venus




•
 
the Cytherean atmosphere.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Mythology]

 of or relating to the goddess Cytherea.














cytidine

 
/ˈsitəˌdēn, ˈsīt-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a nucleoside composed of cytosine linked to ribose, obtained from RNA by hydrolysis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from cyto-
 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .






cyto-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 of a cell or cells




•
 
cytology




•
 
cytoplasm.

















– origin

 from Greek 
kutos

 ‘vessel.’






cytoarchitectonics

 
/ˌsīdōˌärkətekˈtäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
another term for cytoarchitecture
 .








II.
 
derivatives





cytoarchitectonic






adjective






















cytoarchitecture

 
/ˌsīdōˈärkəˌtek(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the arrangement of cells in a tissue, especially in specific areas of the cerebral cortex characterized by the arrangement of their cells and each associated with particular functions.

Also called cytoarchitectonics
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the study of this.








II.
 
derivatives





cytoarchitectural

 
/-ˌärkiˈtekCHərəl /






adjective





















cytocentrifuge

 
/ˌsīdəˈsentrəfyo͞oj /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
noun




a centrifuge used for depositing cells suspended in a liquid onto a slide for microscopic examination.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deposit (cells) on a slide using a cytocentrifuge.













cytochalasin

 
/ˌsīdəkəˈlās(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of polycyclic compounds produced by fungi and used experimentally in research for their property of interfering with cell processes.











– origin

 1960s: from cyto-
 ‘cell’ + Greek 
khalasis

 ‘dislocation.’





cytochemistry

 
/ˌsīdōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the chemistry of living cells, especially as studied microscopically.








II.
 
derivatives





cytochemical

 
/-ˈkemikəl /






adjective





















cytochrome

 
/ˈsīdəˌkrōm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a number of compounds consisting of heme bonded to a protein. Cytochromes function as electron transfer agents in many metabolic pathways, especially cellular respiration.













cytogenesis

 
/ˌsīdəˈjenəsəs /

 
cytogeny






noun




the formation and development of cells.













cytogenetics

 
/ˌsīdōjəˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 the study of inheritance in relation to the structure and function of chromosomes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cytogenetic

 
/ˌsīdōjəˈnedik /






adjective













2.
 
cytogenetical

 
/-ikəl /






adjective













3.
 
cytogenetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
cytogeneticist

 
/-jəˈnetəsist /






noun





















cytokine

 
/ˈsīdəˌkīn/






noun






[Physiology]

 any of a number of substances, such as interferon, interleukin, and growth factors, that are secreted by certain cells of the immune system and have an effect on other cells.













cytokinesis

 
/ˌsītōkəˈnēsis, -kī-/






noun






[Biology]

 the cytoplasmic division of a cell at the end of mitosis or meiosis, bringing about the separation into two daughter cells.














cytokinin

 
/ˌsīdəˈkīnin/






noun




another term for kinin
 (
sense

 2).













cytology

 
/sīˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology concerned with the structure and function of plant and animal cells.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cytological

 
/ˌsīdəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
cytologically

 
/ˌsītlˈäjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
cytologist

 
/sīˈtäləjəst /






noun





















cytolysis

 
/sīˈtäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the dissolution or disruption of cells, especially by an external agent.








II.
 
derivatives





cytolytic

 
/ˌsītlˈlitik /






adjective





















cytomegalic

 
/ˌsīdəmiˈɡalik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 characterized by enlarged cells, especially with reference to a disease caused by a cytomegalovirus.













cytomegalovirus

 
/ˌsīdəˈmeɡəlōˌvīrəs /

 
CMV






noun






[Medicine]

 a kind of herpesvirus that usually produces very mild symptoms in an infected person but may cause severe neurological damage in people with weakened immune systems and in the newborn.














cytomembrane

 
/ˌsīdəˈmembrān/






noun




another term for cell membrane
 .













cytopathic

 
/ˌsīdəˈpaTHik /

 
cytopathogenic






adjective




of, pertaining to, or producing damage to living cells.













cytophilic

 
/ˌsīdəˈfilik/






adjective




having an affinity for living cells.













cytophotometry

 
/ˌsīdəfōˈtämətrē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the investigation of the contents of cells by measuring the light they allow through after staining.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
cytophotometer

 
/-ˈtämətər /






noun













2.
 
cytophotometric

 
/-ˌfōtəˈmetrik /






adjective






















cytoplasm

 
/ˈsīdəˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the material or protoplasm within a living cell, excluding the nucleus.








II.
 
derivatives





cytoplasmic

 
/ˌsītəˈplazmik /






adjective





















cytoplast

 
/ˈsīdəˌplast/






noun




the intact cytoplasmic content of a single cell.













cytosine

 
/ˈsīdəˌsēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound found in living tissue as a constituent base of nucleic acids. It is paired with guanine in double-stranded DNA.

[A pyrimidine derivative; chem. formula: C4
 H5
 N3
 O.]













cytoskeleton

 
/ˌsīdəˈskelətn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a microscopic network of protein filaments and tubules in the cytoplasm of many living cells, giving them shape and coherence.








II.
 
derivatives





cytoskeletal

 
/-ˈskelitl /






adjective





















cytosol

 
/ˈsītəˌsäl, -ˌsôl/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the aqueous component of the cytoplasm of a cell, within which various organelles and particles are suspended.








II.
 
derivatives





cytosolic

 
/ˌsītəˈsälik, -ˈsôlik /






adjective





















cytostatic

 
/ˌsīdəˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective




inhibiting cell growth and division.








II.
 
noun




any substance that inhibits cell growth and division.













cytotaxonomy

 
/ˌsīdətakˈsänəmē/






noun




taxonomy based on cytological (and especially cytogenetic) study.













cytotoxic

 
/ˌsīdəˈtäksik/





I.
 
adjective




toxic to living cells.








II.
 
derivatives





cytotoxicity

 
/-täkˈsisətē /






noun





















cytotoxic T cell






noun




another term for killer cell
 .













cytotoxin

 
/ˌsīdəˈtäksən/






noun




a substance toxic to cells.













Cy Young Award





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 an annual award to the outstanding pitcher in each of the major leagues.











– origin

 named in honor of Cy Young.





czarevna

 
/zäˈrevnə, (t)sä-/






variant spelling of tsarevna
 .









Czech

 
/CHek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Czech Republic or (formerly) Czechoslovakia, or a person of Czech descent.




2.
 
the West Slavic language spoken in the Czech Republic, closely related to Slovak.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Czechs or their language.











– origin

 Polish spelling of Czech 
Čech

 .





Czechoslovakia

 
/ˌCHekəsləˈväkēə ˌCHekəsləˈvakēə/





I.
 
a former country in central Europe, now divided between the Czech Republic and Slovakia; capital, Prague. Created out of the northern part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of World War I, it was crushed by the Nazi takeover of the Sudetenland in 1938 and the rest of the country in 1939. After World War II, it fell under Soviet domination. The two parts separated on January 1, 1993.




II.
 
derivatives





Czechoslovak

 
/ˈˌCHekəˈˌslōˌvak ˈˌCHekōˈˌslōˌvak ˈˌCHekəˈˌslōˌväk ˈˌCHekōˈˌslōˌväk /






noun, adjective





















Czechoslovakian

 
/ˌCHekəsləˈväkēən ˌCHekəsləˈvakēən /

 
Czechoslovak





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the former country Czechoslovakia or its inhabitants




•
 
a Czechoslovakian film and a television series.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the former country Czechoslovakia




•
 
a trio of merry Czechoslovakians.










2.
 
the language of the former country Czechoslovakia




•
 
he speaks English a lot better than I speak Czechoslovakian.



















Czech Republic

 
/ˌCHek rəˈpəblik/





I.
 
a country in central Europe; pop. 10,211,900 (est. 2009); capital, Prague; official language, Czech.





The Czech Republic was formerly one of the two constituent republics of Czechoslovakia. When Czechoslovakia was partitioned on January 1, 1993, the Czech Republic became independent. It includes the former provinces of Bohemia, Silesia, and Moravia. In 2004 the Czech Republic joined both NATO and the EU.





Częstochowa

 
/ˌCHestəˈKHōvə/






an industrial city in south central Poland; pop. 244,137 (2007). It is known for the statue of the black Madonna in its church.









d





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
date.




2.
 
(in genealogies) daughter.




3.
 
day(s)




•
 
orbital period (Mars): 687.0d.










4.
 
deceased.




5.
 
deep.




6.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) deci-.




7.
 
(in travel timetables) departs.




8.
 
(
d.

 )
 — died (used to indicate a date of death)




•
 
Barents, Willem (d.1597).










9.
 
divorced.




10.
 


(Brit.)

 penny or pence (of predecimal currency)




•
 
£20 10s 6d.







[from Latin 
denarius

 ‘penny.’]




11.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting electrons and orbitals possessing two units of angular momentum




•
 
d-electrons.







[
d

 from 
diffuse

 , originally applied to lines in atomic spectra.]








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 diameter.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a small increment in a given variable




•
 
dy/dx.



















D1


 
/dē /

 
d






noun



1.
 
the fourth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the fourth in a set of items, categories, sizes, etc.




3.
 
the fourth highest category of academic mark.




4.
 
(
d

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the fourth file from the left, as viewed from White's side of the board.




5.
 
denoting the second-lowest-earning socioeconomic category for marketing purposes, including semiskilled and unskilled personnel.




6.
 
(
D

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital D


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the D-shaped handle.










7.
 
a loop or ring shaped like that of a capital D.




8.
 
(usu. 
D

 )
 — 

[Music]

 the second note of the diatonic scale of C major.




9.
 
a key based on a scale with D as its keynote.




10.
 
the Roman numeral for 500.

[understood as half of CIɔ, an earlier form of M (= 1,000).]













D2


 
/dē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Democrat or Democratic.




2.
 
depth (in the sense of the dimension of an object from front to back).




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 dextrorotatory




•
 
D-glucose.










4.
 
(with a numeral) dimension(s) or dimensional




•
 
a 3-D model.










5.
 
(in tables of sports results) drawn.




6.
 
(on an automatic gearshift) drive.




7.
 
(in personal ads) divorced.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Physics]

 electric flux density.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the hydrogen isotope deuterium.













'd

 
/d/






contraction



1.
 
had




•
 
they'd already gone.










2.
 
would




•
 
I'd expect that.



















da1







abbreviation

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(in units of measurement) deca-.













da2


 
/də/






determiner




nonstandard spelling of 
the

 , used in representing informal speech.













DA






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 district attorney.




2.
 
Doctor of Arts.




3.
 


‹informal›

 duck's ass (a man's hairstyle of the 1950s).













D/A






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 digital to analog.














dab1


 
/dab/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
press against (something) lightly with a piece of absorbent material in order to clean or dry it




•
 
he dabbed his mouth with his napkin




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
dabbed at

 her eyes with a handkerchief.










2.
 
apply (a substance) with light quick strokes




•
 
she 
dabbed

 disinfectant 
on

 the cut.










3.
 
aim at or strike with a light blow.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small amount of something




•
 
she licked 
a dab of

 chocolate from her finger.










2.
 
a brief application of cosmetic, paint, or the like to a surface




•
 
apply concealer with light dabs.

















– origin

 Middle English: symbolic of a light striking movement; compare with dabble
 and dib
 .





dab2


 
/dab/





I.
 
noun




a small, commercially important flatfish that is found chiefly in the North Atlantic.

[
Limanda

 and other genera, family 
Pleuronectidae

 (several species, in particular the European 
L. limanda

 ), and genus 
Citharichthys

 , family 
Bothidae

 (see also sand dab
 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





DAB






abbreviation




digital audio broadcasting.













dabber

 
/ˈdabər/






noun




a rounded pad used in printing to apply ink to a surface.














dabble

 
/ˈdabəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — immerse (one's hands or feet) partially in water and move them around gently




•
 
they dabbled their feet in the rock pools.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a duck or other waterbird) move the bill around in shallow water while feeding




•
 
teal dabble in the shallows.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in an activity in a casual or superficial way




•
 
he 
dabbled in

 writing as a young man.














II.
 
derivatives





dabbler

 
/ˈdab(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
dabbelen

 , or a frequentative of the verb dab
 1
 .






dabbling duck

 
/ˌdabəliNG ˈdək/






noun




a freshwater duck that typically feeds in shallow water by dabbling and upending, such as the mallard, teal, shoveler, and pintail.

Compare with diving duck
 . [Tribe 
Anatini

 , family 
Anatidae

 : genus 
Anas

 (numerous species), and perhaps some other genera.]














dabchick

 
/ˈdabˌCHik/





I.
 
noun




a small grebe, especially the little grebe.

[Genera 
Tachybaptus

 and 
Podilymbus

 , family 
Podicipedidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as 
dapchick

 or 
dopchick

 ): the first element is perhaps related to dip
 and deep
 .





dab hand

 
/ˈdab ˌhand/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is an expert at a particular activity




•
 
Tony is a 
dab hand at

 golf.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





DAC






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 digital to analog converter.














da capo

 
/dä ˈkäpō də ˈkäpō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb




(especially as a direction) repeat from the beginning.

Compare with dal segno
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
including the repetition of a passage at the beginning




•
 
da capo arias.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘from the head.’





dace

 
/dās/





I.
 
noun




a small freshwater fish of the minnow family, typically living in running water.

[
Leuciscus

 and numerous other genera, family 
Cyprinidae

 : several species, including the 
longfin dace

 (
Agosia chrysogaster

 ) of western North America and the widely distributed 
L. leuciscus

 of northern Eurasia.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dars

 (see dart
 ).





dacha

 
/ˈdäCHə/





I.
 
noun




a country house or cottage in Russia, typically used as a second or vacation home.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Russian, originally ‘grant (of land).’





Dachau

 
/ˈdäˌKHou ˈdäˌkou/






a city in Bavaria in southwestern Germany, on the Amper River, near Munich, site of a Nazi concentration camp from 1933 until 1945; pop. 41,200 (est. 2007).









dachshund

 
/ˈdäksˌho͝ond ˈdäksənd/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a short-legged, long-bodied breed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘badger dog’ (the breed being originally used to dig badgers out of their setts).






Dacia

 
/ˈdāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
an ancient country in southeastern Europe in what is now northwestern Romania. It was annexed by Trajan in 
AD

 106 as a province of the Roman Empire.




II.
 
derivatives





Dacian

 
/ˈdāSH(ē)ən /






adjective, noun





















dacite

 
/ˈdāsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a volcanic rock resembling andesite but containing free quartz.








II.
 
derivatives





dacitic

 
/dāˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of the Roman province of Dacia
 (as it was first found in the Carpathian Mountains) + -ite
 1
 .





dacoit

 
/dəˈkoit/





I.
 
noun




a member of a band of armed robbers in India or Burma (Myanmar).











– origin

 from Hindi 
ḍakait

 , from 
ḍakaitī

 ‘robbery by a gang.’





dacoity

 
/dəˈkôədē/





I.
 
noun




an act of armed robbery committed by a gang in India or Burma (Myanmar).











– origin

 from Hindi 
ḍakaitī

 .





Dacron

 
/ˈdākrän ˈdaˌkrän/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic polyester (polyethylene terephthalate) with tough, elastic properties, used as a textile fabric.











– origin

 1950s: an invented name.






dactyl

 
/ˈdaktl/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot consisting of one stressed syllable followed by two unstressed syllables or (in Greek and Latin) one long syllable followed by two short syllables.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
daktulos

 , literally ‘finger’ (the three bones of the finger corresponding to the three syllables).





dactylic

 
/dakˈtilik /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




of or using dactyls




•
 
dactylic rhythm.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
dactylics

 )


1.
 
dactylic verse.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
daktulikos

 , from 
daktulos

 , literally ‘finger’ (see dactyl
 ).






dad

 
/dad/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 one's father




•
 
his dad was with him




•
 
what are you making, Dad?

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps imitative of a young child's first syllables 
da

 , 
da

 .





dada

 
/ˈdada, -də/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 one's father.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps imitative of a young child's first syllables (see dad
 ).





Dada

 
/ˈdädä/





I.
 
noun




an early-20th-century international movement in art, literature, music, and film, repudiating and mocking artistic and social conventions and emphasizing the illogical and absurd.

Dada was launched in Zurich in 1916 by Tristan Tzara and others, soon merging with a similar group in New York. It favored montage, collage, and the ready-made. Leading figures: Jean Arp, André Breton, Max Ernst, Man Ray, and Marcel Duchamp.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Dadaism

 
/ˈdädäˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
Dadaist

 
/ˈdädäəst /






noun, adjective













3.
 
Dadaistic

 
/ˌdädäˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 French, literally ‘hobbyhorse,’ the title of a review that appeared in Zurich in 1916.





dad dancing






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 awkward or unfashionable dancing to pop music, as characteristically performed by middle-aged or older men




•
 
for optimum embarrassment of offspring, dad dancing is best performed to REM's Shiny Happy People.



















daddy

 
/ˈdadē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 one's father.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the oldest, best, or biggest example of something




•
 


the daddy of

 all potholes.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from dad
 + -y
 2
 .





daddy longlegs






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an arachnid with a globular body and long thin legs, typically living in leaf litter and on tree trunks.

Also called harvestman
 . [Order 
Phalangida

 : numerous genera and species, including the common 
Phalangium opilio

 .]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a crane fly.













daddy's girl






noun






‹informal›

 a girl or woman who is particularly attached to, and indulged by, her father.













Dade County

 
/ˌdād ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in southeastern Florida, on the Atlantic coast, that includes Miami and many suburbs as well as much of the Everglades; pop. 2,398,245 (est. 2008). Formally called 
Miami-Dade County

 .









dado

 
/ˈdādō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lower part of the wall of a room, below about waist height, if it is a different color or has a different covering than the upper part.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a groove cut in the face of a board, into which the edge of another board is fixed.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 the part of a pedestal between the base and the cornice.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the main part of a pedestal, above the base): from Italian, literally ‘dice or cube,’ from Latin 
datum

 ‘something given, starting point’ (see datum
 ).





Dadra and Nagar Haveli

 
/dəˌdrä ən ˌnəɡər əˈvelē/






a union territory in western India, on the Arabian Sea; pop. 303,200 (est. 2009); capital, Silvassa.









dadrock

 
/ˈdadräk/






noun






‹informal›

 rock music that appeals to an older generation, or that is heavily influenced by that of an earlier era




•
 
some reviewers deride his current style as dadrock—music that shouldn't appeal to self-respecting teenagers.



















Daedalus

 
/ˈdedələs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a craftsman, considered the inventor of carpentry, who is said to have built the labyrinth for Minos, king of Crete. Minos imprisoned him and his son Icarus, but they escaped using wings that Daedalus made and fastened with wax. Icarus, however, flew too near the sun and was killed.










daemon1


 
/ˈdēmən /

 
daimon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Greek belief) a divinity or supernatural being of a nature between gods and humans.




2.
 
an inner or attendant spirit or inspiring force.




3.
 
archaic spelling of demon
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





daemonic

 
/dəˈmänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: common spelling of demon
 1
 until the 19th cent.






daemon2


 
/ˈdēmən /

 
demon





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a background process that handles requests for services such as print spooling and file transfers, and is dormant when not required.











– origin

 1980s: perhaps from 
d(isk) a(nd) e(xecution) mon(itor)

 or from 
de(vice) mon(itor)

 , or merely a transferred use of demon
 1
 .






daffodil

 
/ˈdafəˌdil/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous plant that typically bears bright yellow flowers with a long trumpet-shaped center (corona).

[Genus 
Narcissus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ): several species, in particular the common 
N. pseudonarcissus

 and its varieties. See also narcissus
 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Middle English 
affodill

 , from medieval Latin 
affodilus

 , variant of Latin 
asphodilus

 (see asphodel
 ). The initial 
d-

 is unexplained.





daffy

 
/ˈdafē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 silly; mildly eccentric




•
 
daffy anecdotes.














II.
 
derivatives





daffiness






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from northern English dialect 
daff

 ‘simpleton’ + -y
 1
 ; perhaps related to daft
 .






daft

 
/daft/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 silly; foolish




•
 
don't ask such daft questions.










2.
 
(
daft about

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 infatuated with




•
 
we were all daft about him.














II.
 
derivatives





daftness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gedæfte

 ‘mild, meek,’ of Germanic origin; related to Gothic 
gadaban

 ‘become or be fitting.’





dag

 
/daɡ/





I.
 
noun






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 an unfashionable or socially conservative person.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘a hanging part of something’): of unknown origin.






da Gama, Vasco

 
/də ˈɡämə/






(
c.

 1469–1524), Portuguese explorer. He led the first European expedition around the Cape of Good Hope in 1497, sighting and naming Natal on Christmas Day before crossing the Indian Ocean and arriving in Calicut (Kozhikode, in India) in 1498.









Dagestan

 
/ˌdäɡəˈstän ˌdaɡəˈstan/





I.
 
an autonomous republic in southwestern Russia, on the western shore of the Caspian Sea; pop. 2,707,900 (est. 2009); capital, Makhachkala.




II.
 
derivatives





Dagestanian

 
/ˌdäɡəˈstänē ˌdaɡəˈstanē /






noun, adjective





















Dagestani

 
/ˌdäɡəˈstänē ˌdaɡəˈstanē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the autonomous republic of Dagestan in SW Russia or its inhabitants




•
 
a hotel in the Dagestani capital.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the autonomous republic of Dagestan in SW Russia




•
 
the foundation says it can help Dagestanis living outside the republic.



















dagga

 
/ˈdaKHə ˈdaɡə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly S. African)

 marijuana.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Khoikhoi 
dachab

 .






dagger

 
/ˈdaɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short knife with a pointed and edged blade, used as a weapon.




2.
 


[Printing]

 another term for obelus
 .




3.
 
a moth with a dark dagger-shaped marking on the forewing.

[Genus 
Acronicta

 , family 
Noctuidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at daggers drawn






in bitter enmity.









2.
 
look daggers at






glare angrily or venomously at.















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from obsolete 
dag

 ‘pierce, stab,’ influenced by Old French 
dague

 ‘long dagger.’






daggerboard

 
/ˈdaɡərˌbôrd/






noun




a board that slides vertically through the keel of a sailboat to reduce sideways movement.

Compare with centerboard
 .













dago

 
/ˈdāɡō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an Italian, Spanish, or Portuguese-speaking person.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the Spanish given name 
Diego

 (equivalent to 
James

 ).





Dagon

 
/ˈdāɡän/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a national deity of the ancient Philistines, represented as a fish-tailed man.







– origin

 via Latin and Greek from Hebrew 
dāḡōn

 , perhaps from 
dāḡān

 ‘corn,’ but said (according to folk etymology) to be from 
dāḡ

 ‘fish.’





dago red






noun






‹offensive›

 cheap red wine, typically from Italy.














Daguerre, Louis

 
/dəˈɡe(ə)r, däˈɡer/






(1789–1851), French physicist; full name 
Louis-Jacques-Mandé Daguerre

 . He invented the first practical photographic process, which became known as the daguerreotype process.









daguerreotype

 
/dəˈɡerəˌtīp /

 
daguerrotype





I.
 
noun




a photograph taken by an early photographic process employing an iodine-sensitized silvered plate and mercury vapor.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
daguerréotype

 , named after L.-J.-M. 
Daguerre

 (see Daguerre, Louis
 ), its French inventor.





Dagwood sandwich

 
/ˌdaɡwo͝od ˈsandwiCH /

 
Dagwood





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a thick sandwich with a variety of different fillings.











– origin

 1970s: named after 
Dagwood

 Bumstead, a comic-strip character who makes and eats this type of sandwich.





dah

 
/dä/





I.
 
noun




(in Morse code) another term for dash
 .











– origin

 World War II: imitative.





dahabeah

 
/ˌdähəˈbēə /

 
dahabeeyah





I.
 
noun




a passenger boat used on the Nile, typically with lateen sails.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic, literally ‘golden,’ denoting the gilded state barge formerly used by the Muslim rulers of Egypt.





dahl






noun




variant spelling of dal
 1
 .













Dahl, Roald

 
/däl/






(1916–90), British writer. His fiction and drama, such as the short-story collection 
Tales of the Unexpected

 (1979), typically include macabre plots and unexpected outcomes. Notable works for children include 
James and the Giant Peach

 (1961) and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

 (1964).









dahlia

 
/ˈdalyə ˈdälyə/





I.
 
noun




a tuberous-rooted Mexican plant of the daisy family, cultivated for its brightly colored single or double flowers.

[Genus 
Dahlia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named in honor of Andreas 
Dahl

 (1751–89), Swedish botanist.






Dahomey

 
/dəˈhōmē/






former name (until 1975) of Benin
 .










daikon

 
/ˈdīˌkän, -kən/





I.
 
noun




a radish of a variety with a large slender white root that is typically eaten cooked, especially in Eastern cuisine, and is also used for fodder.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
dai

 ‘large’ + 
kon

 ‘root.’





daily

 
/ˈdālē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done, produced, or occurring every day or every weekday




•
 
a daily newspaper




•
 
daily flights to Prague.










2.
 
relating to the period of a single day




•
 
boats can be rented for a daily rate.














II.
 
adverb




every day




•
 
the museum is open daily.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a newspaper published every day except Sunday.




2.
 
(
dailies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the first prints from cinematographic takes, made rapidly for movie producers or editors; the rushes.




3.
 
(also 
daily help

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a woman who is employed to clean someone's house each day.








IV.
 
phrases





daily life






the activities and experiences that constitute a person's normal existence.















– origin

 late Middle English: from day
 + -ly
 1
 , -ly
 2
 .





daily double






noun






[Horse Racing]

 a single bet on the winners of two named races in a day.













daily dozen






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 regular exercises, especially those done first thing in the morning.













Daimler, Gottlieb

 
/ˈdīmlər/






(1834–1900), German engineer and engine manufacturer. In 1884 he produced a small internal combustion engine using gasoline as a fuel and made it propel a bicycle. In 1890 he formed a company to produce these engines.









daimon

 
/ˈdīˌmōn/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of daemon
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





daimonic

 
/dīˈmänik /






adjective





















daimyo

 
/ˈdīmyō /

 
daimio





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in feudal Japan) one of the great lords who were vassals of the shogun.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
dai

 ‘great’ + 
myō

 ‘name.’





dainty

 
/ˈdān(t)ē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
delicately small and pretty




•
 
a dainty lace handkerchief.










2.
 
(of a person) delicate and graceful in build or movement.




3.
 
(of food) particularly good to eat




•
 
a dainty morsel.










4.
 
fastidious or difficult to please, typically concerning food




•
 
a dainty appetite.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
dainties

 )


1.
 
something good to eat; a delicacy.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
daintily

 
/ˈdān(t)əlē /






adverb













2.
 
daintiness

 
/ˈdān(t)ēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘tidbit, [something] pleasing to the palate’): from Old French 
daintie

 , 
deintie

 ‘choice morsel, pleasure,’ from Latin 
dignitas

 ‘worthiness or beauty,’ from 
dignus

 ‘worthy.’





daiquiri

 
/ˈdakərē/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail containing rum and lime juice.











– origin

 named after 
Daiquirí

 , a rum-producing district in Cuba.






Dairen

 
/ˈdīrən, dīˈren/






former name of Dalian
 .









dairy

 
/ˈderē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building, room, or establishment for the storage, processing, and distribution of milk and milk products.




2.
 
a store where milk and milk products are sold.




3.
 
food made from or containing milk.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
containing or made from milk




•
 
local dairy foods.










2.
 
concerned with or involved in the production of milk




•
 
a dairy farmer.

















– origin

 Middle English 
deierie

 , from 
deie

 ‘dairymaid’ (in Old English 
dǣge

 ‘female servant’), of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
deigja

 , also to dough
 and to the second element of Old English 
hlǣfdige

 (see lady
 ).





dairying

 
/ˈderēiNG/






noun




the business of producing, storing, and distributing milk and its products.













dairymaid

 
/ˈderēˌmād/






noun






‹archaic›

 a woman employed in a dairy.













dairyman

 
/ˈderēmən ˈderēˌman/






noun




a man who is employed in a dairy or sells dairy products.













dais

 
/ˈdāəs ˈdīəs/





I.
 
noun




a low platform for a lectern, seats of honor, or a throne.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a raised table for distinguished guests): from Old French 
deis

 , from Latin 
discus

 ‘disk or dish’ (later ‘table’). Little used after the Middle English period, the word was revived by antiquarians in the early 19th cent. with the disyllabic pronunciation.






daisy

 
/ˈdāzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small grassland plant that has flowers with a yellow disk and white rays. It has given rise to many ornamental garden varieties.

[
Bellis perennis

 , family 
Compositae

 (or 
Asteraceae

 ; the 
daisy family

 ). The plants of this large family (known as composites) are distinguished by having composite flower heads consisting of numerous disk florets, ray florets, or both; they include many weeds (dandelions, thistles, ragworts) and garden flowers (asters, chrysanthemums, dahlias, marigolds).]




2.
 
used in names of other plants with flowers similar to the daisy, e.g., 
Michaelmas daisy

 , 
Shasta daisy

 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) fresh as a daisy






healthy and full of energy.









2.
 
pushing up (the) daisies








‹informal›

 dead and buried.















– origin

 Old English 
dæges ēage

 ‘day's eye’ (because the flower opens in the morning and closes at night).





daisy chain

 
/ˈdāzē ˈˌCHān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a string of daisies threaded together by their stems.




2.
 
a string of associated people or things




•
 
we can all make daisy chains of blame.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a sexual activity in which participants serve as partners to different people simultaneously.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 connect (several devices) together in a linear series.








III.
 
derivatives





daisy-chainable






adjective





















daisy-cutter





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an immensely powerful aerial bomb that derives its destructive power from the mixture of ammonium nitrate and aluminum powder with air.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: so named because the bomb explodes just above ground level.





Daisy Dukes

 
/ˌdāzē ˈd(y)o͞oks/





I.
 
plural noun




brief, tight-fitting denim shorts for women, typically made from a pair of cutoff jeans.











– origin

 1990s: from 
Daisy Duke

 , the name of a character in the 1970s television series 
The Dukes of Hazzard

 , who often wore shorts of this type.





daisy wheel

 
/ˈdāzē ˈˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a device used as a printer in some word processors, consisting of a disc of spokes each terminating in a printing character.













Dak.






abbreviation




Dakota.













Dakar

 
/däˈkär/






the capital of Senegal, a port on the Atlantic coast of West Africa; pop. 2,604,000 (est. 2007).










Dakota1


 
/dəˈkōdə/





I.
 
a former territory of the US that was organized in 1889 into the states of North Dakota and South Dakota.




II.
 
derivatives





Dakotan






noun, adjective






















Dakota2


 
/dəˈkōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a North American Indian people of the upper Mississippi valley and the surrounding plains.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Dakota.

Also called Sioux
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Dakota or their language.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: the name in Dakota, literally ‘allies.’






Dakota River






another name for James River
 (
sense

 1).










dal1


 
/däl /

 
dhal





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Indian cooking) split pulses, in particular lentils.




2.
 
a dish made with these.











– origin

 from Hindi 
dāl

 .





dal2







abbreviation




decaliter(s).













Dalai Lama

 
/ˌdalī ˈlämə/





I.
 
noun




the spiritual head of Tibetan Buddhism and, until the establishment of Chinese communist rule, the spiritual and temporal ruler of Tibet.

Each Dalai Lama is believed to be the reincarnation of the bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara, reappearing in a child when the incumbent Dalai Lama dies. The present Dalai Lama, the fourteenth incarnation, escaped to India in 1959 following the invasion of Tibet by the Chinese and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Tibetan, literally ‘ocean guru,’ so named because he is regarded as “the ocean of compassion” (see lama
 ).





dalasi

 
/dəˈläsē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Gambia, equal to 100 butut.











– origin

 a local word.






dale

 
/dāl/





I.
 
noun




a valley, especially a broad one.











– origin

 Old English 
dæl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
dalr

 , Dutch 
dal

 , and German 
Tal

 , also to dell
 .





Dale, Sir Henry Hallett

 
/dāl/






(1875–1968), English physiologist and pharmacologist. He investigated the role of histamine in anaphylactic shock and allergy and the role of acetylcholine as a natural neurotransmitter. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1936), shared with Otto Loewi.









Daley, Richard Joseph

 
/ˈdālē/






(1902–76), US politician. As mayor of Chicago 1955–76, he was known as a big-city boss. He also was prominent in the national Democratic Party.









Dalí, Salvador

 
/ˈdälē, däˈlē/






(1904–89), Spanish painter. A surrealist, he portrayed dream images with almost photographic realism against backgrounds of arid Catalan landscapes. Notable works: 
The Persistence of Memory

 (1931) and 
Christ of St. John of the Cross

 (1951).










Dalian

 
/ˌdälēˈan/






a port and shipbuilding center on the Liaodong Peninsula in northeastern China, now part of the urban complex of Luda.

Former name Dairen
 .









Dalit

 
/ˈdälit/





I.
 
noun




(in the traditional Indian caste system) a member of the lowest caste.

See also untouchable
 , scheduled caste
 .











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
dalita

 ‘oppressed.’





Dallas

 
/ˈdaləs/






a city in northeastern Texas, noted as a center of the oil industry; pop. 1,279,910 (est. 2008). Pres. John F. Kennedy was assassinated here in November 1963.









dalliance

 
/ˈdalēəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a casual romantic or sexual relationship.




2.
 
brief or casual involvement with something




•
 
Berkeley was my last 
dalliance with

 the education system.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘conversation’): from dally
 + -ance
 .





Dall sheep

 
/ˈdôl ˌSHēp /

 
Dall's sheep





I.
 
noun




a wild North American sheep found in mountainous country from Alaska to British Columbia.

[
Ovis dalli

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after William H. 
Dall

 (1845–1927), US naturalist.






dally

 
/ˈdalē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act or move slowly




•
 
workers were loafing, dallying, or goofing off.










2.
 
have a casual romantic or sexual liaison with someone




•
 
he should stop 
dallying with

 movie stars.










3.
 
show a casual interest in something, without committing oneself seriously




•
 
the company has been 
dallying with

 the idea of opening a new office.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dalier

 ‘to chat’ (commonly used in Anglo-Norman French), of unknown origin.





Dalmatia

 
/ˌdalˈmāSH(ē)ə/






an ancient region in what is now southwestern Croatia that is composed of mountains and a narrow coastal plain along the Adriatic Sea, together with offshore islands. It once formed part of the Roman province of Illyricum.










Dalmatian

 
/dalˈmāSHən dälˈmāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of a white, short-haired breed with dark spots.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Dalmatia.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): the dog is believed to have originated in Dalmatia in the 18th cent.





dalmatic

 
/dalˈmadik/





I.
 
noun




a wide-sleeved, long, loose vestment open at the sides, worn by deacons and bishops, and by some monarchs at their coronation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dalmatique

 or late Latin 
dalmatica

 , from 
dalmatica (vestis)

 ‘(robe) of (white) Dalmatian wool,’ from 
Dalmaticus

 ‘of Dalmatia.’






dal segno

 
/ˌdäl ˈsānyō/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) repeat from the point marked by a sign.

Compare with da capo
 .











– origin

 Italian, ‘from the sign.’





dalton

 
/ˈdôltn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a unit used in expressing the molecular weight of proteins, equivalent to atomic mass unit.











– origin

 1930s: named after John 
Dalton

 (see Dalton, John
 ).





Dalton

 
/ˈdôltn/






a city in northwestern Georgia; pop. 33,648 (est. 2008).










Dalton, John






(1766–1844), English chemist; father of the modern atomic theory. He defined an atom as the smallest part of a substance that could participate in a chemical reaction and argued that elements are composed of atoms. He produced the first table of comparative atomic weights.









daltonism

 
/ˈdôlt(ə)nˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for protanopia
 , a form of color-blindness.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of John Dalton (see Dalton, John
 ) + -ism
 .





Dalton's law

 
/ˈdôltnz ˌlô /

 

‹Chemistry›







a law stating that the pressure exerted by a mixture of gases in a fixed volume is equal to the sum of the pressures that would be exerted by each gas alone in the same volume.









Daly City

 
/ˌdālē ˈsidē/






a city in north central California, southwest of San Francisco; pop. 101,514 (est. 2008).










dam1


 
/dam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a barrier constructed to hold back water and raise its level, the resulting reservoir being used in the generation of electricity or as a water supply.




2.
 
a barrier of branches in a stream, constructed by a beaver to provide a deep pool and a lodge.




3.
 
a rubber sheet used to keep saliva from the teeth during dental operations, or as a prophylactic device during cunnilingus and anilingus.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
build a dam across (a river or lake).




2.
 
hold back or obstruct (something)




•
 
the closed lock gates 
dammed up

 the canal.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German or Middle Dutch; related to Dutch 
dam

 and German 
Damm

 , also to Old English 
fordemman

 ‘close up.’





dam2


 
/dam/





I.
 
noun




the female parent of an animal, especially a domestic mammal.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a human mother): alteration of dame
 .





dam3


 
/dam/






abbreviation




decameter(s).













damage

 
/ˈdamij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical harm caused to something in such a way as to impair its value, usefulness, or normal function.




2.
 
unwelcome and detrimental effects




•
 
the 
damage to

 his reputation was considerable.










3.
 
(
damages

 )
 — a sum of money claimed or awarded in compensation for a loss or an injury




•
 
she was awarded $284,000 in damages.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inflict physical harm on (something) so as to impair its value, usefulness, or normal function




•
 
the car was badly damaged in the accident




•
 (as 
adj.

 
damaged

 )
 
damaged ligaments.










2.
 
have a detrimental effect on




•
 
the scandal could seriously damage his career.














III.
 
phrases





what's the damage?








‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 used to ask the cost of something.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
dam

 , 
damne

 ‘loss or damage,’ from Latin 
damnum

 ‘loss or hurt’; compare with damn
 .





damage control

 


‹Brit.›

 damage limitation






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 action taken to limit the damaging effects of an accident or error




•
 
the cost of doing damage control after problems reach the crisis stage.



















damaged goods






plural noun




a person regarded as inadequate or impaired in some way




•
 
I was just damaged goods, another misfit.



















damaging

 
/ˈdamijiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing physical damage




•
 
new cars are less 
damaging to

 the environment.










2.
 
having a detrimental effect on someone or something




•
 
damaging allegations of corruption.














II.
 
derivatives





damagingly

 
/ˈdaməjiNGlē /






adverb





















Daman and Diu

 
/dəˌmän ən ˈdēo͞o/






a union territory in India, on the western coast, north of Mumbai (Bombay); pop. 217,500 (est. 2009); capital, Daman.










Damascene

 
/ˈdaməˌsēn ˌdaməˈsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the city of Damascus.




•
 
a Damascene geographer.










2.
 
used in reference to an important moment of insight, typically one that leads to a dramatic transformation of attitude or belief




•
 
in light of his recent statements, it would appear that Fisher has undergone something of a 
Damascene conversion






•
 
was there a 
Damascene moment

 , when he knew he had to turn his attention to politics?







[from the account of St. Paul's conversion to Christianity while traveling to Damascus (Acts 9). See also road to Damascus
 .]




3.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to Damascus steel or its manufacture.




•
 
a fine Damascene blade.










4.
 
(often 
damascene

 )
 — relating to or denoting a process of inlaying a metal object with gold or silver decoration.




•
 
elaborate Damascene dishes.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Damascus.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): via Latin from Greek 
Damaskēnos

 ‘of 
Damascus

 .’





damascened

 
/ˈdaməˌsēnd, ˌdaməˈsēnd/






adjective



1.
 
(of iron or steel) given a wavy pattern by hammer-welding and repeated heating and forging.




2.
 
(of a metal object) inlaid with gold or silver decoration.













Damascus

 
/dəˈmaskəs/






the capital of Syria since the country's independence in 1946; pop. 1,614,300 (est. 2009). It has existed as a city for over 4,000 years.










Damascus steel






noun






‹historical›

 steel made with a wavy surface pattern produced by hammer-welding strips of steel and iron followed by repeated heating and forging, used chiefly for knife and sword blades. Such items were often marketed, but not necessarily made, in Damascus during the medieval period.














damask

 
/ˈdaməsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figured woven fabric with a pattern visible on both sides, typically used for table linen and upholstery.




2.
 
short for damask rose
 .




3.
 
(also 
damask steel

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 another term for Damascus steel
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of or resembling damask




•
 
the satinlike finish of these damask napkins.










2.
 


‹literary›

 having the velvety pink or light red color of a damask rose.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 decorate with or as if with a variegated pattern.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
Damaske

 , early form of the name of 
Damascus

 , where the fabric was first produced.






damask rose

 
/ˈdaməsk rōz/






noun




a sweet-scented rose of an old variety (or hybrid) that is typically pink or light red in color. The petals are soft and velvety and are used to make attar.

[
Rosa damascena

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]














dame

 
/dām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Dame

 )
 — (in the UK) the title given to a woman equivalent to the rank of knight.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a woman.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 an elderly or mature woman.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a female ruler): via Old French from Latin 
domina

 ‘mistress.’





damfool

 
/ˌdamˈfo͞ol /

 

‹informal, dated›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) thoroughly foolish and stupid.








II.
 
noun




a stupid or foolish person.













damiana

 
/ˌdamēˈanə/





I.
 
noun




a small shrub native to Mexico whose leaves are used in herbal medicine and in the production of a liqueur. It is reputed to possess aphrodisiac qualities.

[
Turnera diffusa

 , family 
Turneraceae

 .]











– origin

 American Spanish.






Damietta

 
/ˌdamēˈedə/





I.
 
the eastern branch of the Nile delta.

Arabic name Dumyat
 .




II.
 
a port at the mouth of the Damietta; pop. 206,700 (2006).










daminozide

 
/dəˈminəˌzīd/






noun




a growth retardant sprayed on vegetables and fruit, especially apples, to enhance the quality of the crop. In the US, the application of daminozide is now restricted to ornamental plants owing to the potential health risks of consuming the chemical.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H12
 N2
 O3
 .]













dammar

 
/ˈdamər /

 
damar





I.
 
noun




resin obtained from any of a number of tropical and mainly Indo-Malaysian trees, used to make varnish.

[The resin is obtained from trees in the families 
Araucariaceae

 (genus 
Agathis

 ), 
Dipterocarpaceae

 (genera 
Hopea

 , 
Shorea

 , and 
Vatica

 ), and 
Burseraceae

 (genus 
Canarium

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Malay 
damar

 ‘resin.’





dammit

 
/ˈdamət/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express anger and frustration.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of 
damn it

 .






damn

 
/dam/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
be damned

 )
 — (in Christian belief) be condemned by God to suffer eternal punishment in hell




•
 
be forever damned with Lucifer.










2.
 
be doomed to misfortune or failure




•
 
the enterprise was damned.










3.
 
condemn, especially by the public expression of disapproval




•
 
intellectuals whom he damns as rigid doctrinaire idealists.










4.
 
curse (someone or something)




•
 
she cleared her throat, damning it for its huskiness




•
 
damn him for making this sound trivial.














II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing anger, surprise, or frustration




•
 
Damn! I completely forgot!














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially to express anger or frustration




•
 
turn that damn thing off!




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
don't be so damn silly!














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
—— be damned






used to express rejection of someone or something previously mentioned




•
 
“Glory be damned!”















2.
 
damn all








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 nothing at all.









3.
 
damn well








‹informal›

 used to emphasize a statement, especially when the speaker is angry




•
 
this is your mess and you can damn well clear it up!















4.
 
damn someone/something with faint praise






praise someone or something so unenthusiastically as to imply condemnation.









5.
 
I'll be (or I'm) damned if








‹informal›

 used to express a strong negative




•
 
I'll be damned if I'll call her.















6.
 
not be worth a damn








‹informal›

 have no value or validity at all.









7.
 
not give (or care) a damn








‹informal›

 not care at all




•
 
people who don't give a damn about the environment.















8.
 
well I'll be (or I'm) damned








‹informal›

 used as an expression of surprise.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dam(p)ner

 , from Latin 
dam(p)nare

 ‘inflict loss on,’ from 
damnum

 ‘loss, damage.’





damnable

 
/ˈdamnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely bad or unpleasant




•
 
leave this damnable place behind.










2.
 
subject to or worthy of divine condemnation




•
 
suicide was thought damnable in the Middle Ages.














II.
 
derivatives





damnably

 
/ˈdam(n)əblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘worthy of condemnation’): from Old French 
dam(p)nable

 , from Latin 
dam(p)nabilis

 , from 
dam(p)nare

 ‘inflict loss on’ (see damn
 ).





damnation

 
/damˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




(in Christian belief) condemnation to eternal punishment in hell.








II.
 
exclamation




expressing anger or frustration.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dam(p)natio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dam(p)nare

 ‘inflict loss on’ (see damn
 ).





damnatory

 
/ˈdamnəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




conveying or causing censure or damnation




•
 
the case against you was most damnatory.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
damnatorius

 , from 
dam(p)nat-

 ‘caused to suffer loss,’ from the verb 
dam(p)nare

 (see damn
 ).






damned

 
/damd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(in Christian belief) condemned by God to suffer eternal punishment in hell


(as 
plural noun

 
the damned

 )


•
 
the spirits of the damned.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially to express anger or frustration




•
 
it's none of your damned business




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she's too damned arrogant




•
 
you can 
damned well

 tell him yourself!










3.
 
(
damnedest

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 used to emphasize the surprising nature of something




•
 
the damnedest thing I ever saw.














II.
 
phrases





do (or try) one's damnedest






do or try one's utmost.

















damnify

 
/ˈdamnəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 
‹rare›

 cause injury to.








II.
 
derivatives





damnification

 
/ˌdam(n)əfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
damnefier

 , 
dam(p)nifier

 , from late Latin 
damnificare

 ‘injure, condemn,’ from Latin 
damnificus

 ‘hurtful,’ from 
damnus

 ‘loss, damage.’





damning

 
/ˈdamiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a circumstance or piece of evidence) strongly suggesting guilt or error




•
 
presented with damning affidavits.










2.
 
extremely critical




•
 
last year's damning report on the industry.














II.
 
derivatives





damningly






adverb





















Damoclean

 
/ˌdaməˈklēən/





I.
 
adjective




threatening and precarious




•
 
the parties charged are left in the Damoclean situation of never knowing when an old charge may spring back to life.














II.
 
phrases





Damoclean sword






used to refer to an extremely precarious and threatening situation




•
 
we forget that just above our heads hangs the Damoclean sword of our own design.







[late 19th cent.: from the legendary courtier Damocles, who was seated at a banquet with a sword hung by a single hair over his head.]

















Damocles

 
/ˈdaməˌklēz/





I.
 
a legendary courtier who extravagantly praised the happiness of Dionysius I, ruler of Syracuse. To show him how precarious this happiness was, Dionysius seated him at a banquet with a sword hung by a single hair over his head.




II.
 
phrases





sword of Damocles






used to refer to a precarious situation.


















Damon

 
/ˈdāmən/






a legendary Syracusan of the 4th century 
BC

 whose friend Pythias was sentenced to death by Dionysius I. Damon stood bail for Pythias, who returned just in time to save him, and was himself reprieved.









damp

 
/damp/





I.
 
adjective




slightly wet




•
 
her hair was still damp from the shower.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
moisture diffused through the air or a solid substance or condensed on a surface, typically with detrimental or unpleasant effects.




2.
 
foul, stifling, or poisonous gas, especially in a mine.




3.
 
(
damps

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 damp air or atmosphere.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a check or discouragement




•
 
shame gave a damp to her triumph.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) slightly wet




•
 
damp a small area with water.










2.
 
control or restrain (a feeling or a state of affairs)




•
 
she tried to 
damp down

 her feelings of despair.










3.
 
make (a fire) burn less strongly by reducing the flow of air to it.




4.
 
restrict the amplitude of vibrations on (a piano or other musical instrument) so as to reduce the volume of sound




•
 
rapidly damping the cymbals after repeatedly clashing them together.










5.
 


[Physics]

 progressively reduce the amplitude of (an oscillation or vibration)




•
 
concrete structures 
damp out

 any vibrations.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dampish

 
/ˈdampiSH /






adjective













2.
 
damply

 
/ˈdamplē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the noun sense ‘noxious inhalation’); related to a Middle Low German word meaning ‘vapor, steam, smoke.’





damp-dry

 
/ˈdampˌdrī/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dry (something) until it is only damp




•
 
the machine automatically washes, rinses, and damp-dries.



















dampen

 
/ˈdampən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make slightly wet




•
 
the fine rain dampened her face.










2.
 
make less strong or intense




•
 
nothing could dampen her enthusiasm.










3.
 
reduce the amplitude of (a sound source)




•
 
slider switches on the mixers can dampen the drums.














II.
 
derivatives





dampener

 
/ˈdamp(ə)nər /






noun





















damper

 
/ˈdampər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that has a depressing, subduing, or inhibiting effect




•
 
another damper on reactor development was the problem of safeguards.










2.
 


[Music]

 a pad that silences a piano string except when removed by means of a pedal or by the note being struck.




3.
 
a device for reducing mechanical vibration, in particular a shock absorber on a motor vehicle.




4.
 
a conductor used to reduce hunting in an electric motor or generator.




5.
 
a movable metal plate in a flue or chimney, used to regulate the draft and so control the rate of combustion.








II.
 
phrases





put a damper on






have a depressing, subduing, or inhibiting effect on




•
 
he put a damper on her youthful excitement.























damping

 
/ˈdampiNG/






noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a decrease in the amplitude of an oscillation as a result of energy being drained from the system to overcome frictional or other resistive forces.




2.
 
a mechanism or system for bringing about damping.




3.
 
a method of bringing about a decrease in oscillatory peaks in an electric current or voltage using an energy-absorbing or resistance circuit.




4.
 
short for damping-off
 .














damping-off






noun




a plant disease occurring in excessively damp conditions, in particular the collapse and death of young seedlings as a result of a fungal infection.

[The disease is commonly caused by fungi of the genera 
Pythium

 (phylum 
Oomycota

 ) or 
Fusarium

 (phylum 
Ascomycota

 ).]













dampness

 
/ˈdampnəs/






noun




the state or condition of being slightly wet




•
 
the dampness in the air.



















damsel

 
/ˈdamzəl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a young unmarried woman.








II.
 
phrases





damsel in distress








‹often humorous›

 a young woman in trouble (with the implication that the woman needs to be rescued, as by a prince in a fairy tale).















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dameisele

 , 
damisele

 , based on Latin 
domina

 ‘mistress.’





damsel bug






noun




a slender long-legged bug that is a predator of other insects.

[Family 
Nabidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : several genera.]













damselfish

 
/ˈdamzəlˌfiSH/






noun




a small brightly colored tropical fish that lives in or near coral reefs.

[
Chromis

 and other genera, family 
Pomacentridae

 : numerous species, in particular 
C. chromis

 .]














damselfly

 
/ˈdamzəlˌflī/






noun




a slender insect related to the dragonflies, having weak flight and typically resting with the wings folded back along the body.

[Suborder 
Zygoptera

 , order 
Odonata

 : several families.]













damson

 
/ˈdamzən ˈdamsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small purple-black plumlike fruit.




2.
 
a dark purple color.




3.
 
(also 
damson tree

 )
 — the small deciduous tree that bears the damson fruit, probably derived from the bullace.

[
Prunus domestica

 subsp. 
insititia

 (or 
P. damascena

 ), family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English 
damascene

 , from Latin 
damascenum (prunum

 ) ‘(plum) of Damascus.’ Compare with Damascene
 and damask
 .





dan1


 
/dan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of ten degrees of advanced proficiency in judo or karate.




2.
 
a person who has achieved a dan in judo or karate.











– origin

 1940s: from Japanese.





dan2


 
/dan /

 
dan buoy





I.
 
noun




a small marker buoy with a lightweight flagpole.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dan

 
/dan/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and Bilhah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.




III.
 
an ancient town in the north of Canaan, where the tribe of Dan settled. It marked the northern limit of the ancient Hebrew kingdom of Israel.









Dan.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Daniel.













Dana, Charles Anderson

 
/ˈdānə/






(1819–97), US newspaper editor. He was a resident of the experimental Brook Farm commune near Boston 1841–46 and the owner and editor of the 
New York Sun

 1868–97.









Dana, James Dwight






(1813–95), US naturalist, geologist, and mineralogist. He founded a classification of minerals based on chemistry and physics and viewed the earth as a unit.









Dana, Richard Henry






(1815–82), US adventurer, lawyer, and writer. An expert in maritime law and an editor of an international law journal, he is most noted for the account of his voyage from Boston around Cape Horn to California in 
Two Years before the Mast

 (1840).









Danae

 
/ˈdanəˌē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of Acrisius, king of Argos. An oracle foretold that she would bear a son who would kill her father. Attempting to evade this, Acrisius imprisoned her, but Zeus visited her in the form of a shower of gold and she conceived Perseus, who killed Acrisius by accident.









danaid

 
/ˈdanē-id, ˈdanā-/





I.
 
noun




a large strikingly marked butterfly of a group that includes the monarch, found chiefly in the tropics of Africa and East Asia.

[Subfamily 
Danainae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 (formerly family 
Danaidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Danaidae

 , arbitrary use of the Latin name of the daughters of Danaus.





Danaids

 
/dəˈnā-idz, ˈdanē-idz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughters of Danaus, king of Argos, who were compelled to marry the sons of his brother Aegyptus but murdered their husbands on the wedding night, except for one, Hypermnestra, who helped her husband to escape. The remaining Danaids were punished in Hades by being sent to fill a leaky jar with water.










Da Nang

 
/ˈdä ˈnäNG, də ˈnaNG/






a port and city in central Vietnam, on the South China Sea; pop. 770,500 (est. 2009). It served as a US military base during the Vietnam War.

Former name Tourane
 .









Dana Point






a city in southwestern California, on the Pacific coast; pop. 35,700 (est. 2008).









Danbury

 
/ˈdanˌberē, -b(ə)rē/






a city in west central Connecticut, formerly noted for its hat industry; pop. 79,256 (est. 2008).










dance

 
/dans/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move rhythmically to music, typically following a set sequence of steps




•
 
their cheeks were pressed together as they danced.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (a particular dance or a role in a ballet)




•
 
they danced a tango.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lead (someone) in a particular direction while dancing




•
 
I danced her out of the room.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a person) move in a quick and lively way




•
 
Sheila danced in gaily.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — move up and down lightly and quickly




•
 
midges danced over the stream.










6.
 
(of someone's eyes) sparkle brightly with pleasure or excitement.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of movements that match the speed and rhythm of a piece of music.




2.
 
a particular sequence of steps and movements constituting a particular form of dancing.




3.
 
dance steps and movements considered as an activity or art form




•
 
she has studied dance with Martha Graham.










4.
 
a social gathering at which people dance




•
 
she met her husband at a dance.










5.
 
a set of lively movements resembling a dance




•
 
he gesticulated comically and did a little dance.










6.
 
a piece of music for dancing to




•
 
the last dance had been played.










7.
 
(also 
dance music

 )
 — music for dancing to, especially in a nightclub.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dance attendance on






do one's utmost to please someone by attending to all possible needs or requests.









2.
 
dance to someone's tune






comply completely with someone's demands and wishes.









3.
 
lead someone a dance (or a merry dance)








(Brit.)

 cause someone a great deal of trouble or worry.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
danceability






noun













2.
 
danceable

 
/ˈdansəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
dancey

 
dancy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dancer

 (verb), 
dance

 (noun), of unknown origin.





dance band






noun




a band that plays music suitable for dancing, especially swing.













dance card

 
/ˈdans ˌkärd/






noun






‹dated›

 a card bearing the names of a woman's prospective partners at a formal dance.













dance floor

 
/ˈdans ˌflô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
an area of floor in a nightclub, disco, or restaurant that is reserved for dancing.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a recording or type of music particularly popular as an accompaniment to dancing




•
 
a current dance-floor hit.



















dance hall

 
/ˈdans ˌhôl/






noun



1.
 
a large public hall or building where people pay to enter and dance.




2.
 
(
dancehall

 )
 — an uptempo style of dance music originating in Jamaica and derived from reggae, in which a DJ improvises lyrics over a recorded instrumental backing track or to the accompaniment of live musicians.














dance of death






noun




a medieval allegorical representation in which a personified Death leads people to the grave, designed to emphasize the equality of all before death.

Also called danse macabre
 .













dance-off

 
/ˈdansôf/






noun




a competition, or a round in a competition, in which a number of dancers compete against each other until a winner is declared




•
 
the dance-off will feature each couple performing Latin, ballroom, and freestyle.



















dancer

 
/ˈdansər/






noun




a person who dances or whose profession is dancing.













dancercise

 
/ˈdansərˌsīz /

 
dancercize





I.
 
noun




a system of aerobic exercise using dance movements.











– origin

 1960s: blend of dance
 and exercise
 .





dancing

 
/ˈdansiNG/






noun




the activity of dancing for pleasure or in order to entertain others.




•
 
there will be folk music, singing, and dancing.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a dancing class.



















dancing girl

 
/ˈdansiNG ˌɡərl/






noun




a female professional dancer, especially an erotic dancer or a member of the chorus in a musical.













D and C






abbreviation




dilation and curettage.













dandelion

 
/ˈdandlˌīən/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed weed of the daisy family, with a rosette of leaves, bright yellow flowers followed by globular heads of seeds with downy tufts, and stems containing a milky latex.

[Genus 
Taraxacum

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the common 
T. officinale

 , which has edible leaves.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
dent-de-lion

 , translation of medieval Latin 
dens leonis

 ‘lion's tooth’ (because of the jagged shape of the leaves).





dandelion greens






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 fresh dandelion leaves used as a salad vegetable or herb.













dander1


 
/ˈdandər/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
get/have one's dander up

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 lose one's temper.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





dander2


 
/ˈdandər/





I.
 
noun




skin flakes in an animal's fur or hair.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: related to dandruff
 .





dandiacal

 
/danˈdīəkəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 relating to or characteristic of a dandy.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dandy
 , on the pattern of words such as 
hypochondriacal

 .





Dandie Dinmont

 
/ˌdandē ˈdinˌmänt/





I.
 
noun




a terrier of a breed with short legs, a long body, and a rough coat.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after a farmer who owned a special breed of terriers, portrayed in Sir Walter Scott's 
Guy Mannering

 .





dandified

 
/ˈdandəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a man) showing excessive concern about his clothes or appearance.




2.
 
self-consciously sophisticated or elaborate




•
 
he writes a dandified prose.



















dandiprat

 
/ˈdandēˌprat/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a young or insignificant person.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a coin worth three halfpence): of unknown origin.





dandle

 
/ˈdandl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (a baby or young child) up and down in a playful or affectionate way.




2.
 
move (something) lightly up and down




•
 
dandling the halter rope, he gently urged the pony's head up.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






Dandong

 
/ˈdänˈdo͝oNG/






a port in Liaoning province, in northeastern China, near the mouth of the Yalu River, on the border with North Korea; pop. 597,900 (est. 2006).

Former name Antung
 .










dandruff

 
/ˈdandrəf/





I.
 
noun




small pieces of dead skin in a person's hair.








II.
 
derivatives





dandruffy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the first element is unknown; the second (
-ruff

 ) is perhaps related to Middle English 
rove

 ‘scurfiness.’





D & X






abbreviation




dilation and extraction.

See partial-birth abortion
 .














dandy

 
/ˈdandē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man unduly devoted to style, neatness, and fashion in dress and appearance.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an excellent thing of its kind




•
 
this umbrella is a dandy.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
upgrading seemed a dandy idea




•
 
things are all 
fine and dandy

 .










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of a dandy.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dandyish

 
/ˈdandēiSH /






adjective













2.
 
dandyism

 
/ˈdandēˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps a shortened form of 17th-cent. 
Jack-a-dandy

 ‘conceited fellow’ (the last element representing 
Dandy

 , a nickname for the given name 
Andrew

 ).





dandy brush

 
/ˈdandē ˌbrəSH/






noun




a coarse brush used for grooming a horse.













dandy roll

 
/ˈdandē rōl /

 
dandy roller






noun




a roller that is used to solidify partly formed paper during its manufacture, and to impress the water mark.













Dane

 
/dān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Denmark, or a person of Danish descent.




2.
 


‹historical›

 one of the Viking invaders of the British Isles in the 9th–11th centuries.











– origin

 Old English 
Dene

 ; superseded in Middle English by forms influenced by Old Norse 
Danir

 and late Latin 
Dani

 (both plural).





Danegeld

 
/ˈdānɡeld/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a land tax levied in medieval England, originally to raise funds for protection against Danish invaders.











– origin

 late Old English, from Old Norse 
Danir

 ‘Danes’ + 
gjald

 ‘payment.’





Danforth anchor

 
/ˈdanˌfôrTH ˌaNGkər/






noun




a type of stockless lightweight anchor with flat flukes.













dang

 
/daNG/






adjective, exclamation, verb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 euphemism for damn
 :


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
just get the dang car started!




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 


dang it

 , Phil, stop snoring!




•
 [as 
verb

 ]
 
I'll be danged.




















danger

 
/ˈdānjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the possibility of suffering harm or injury




•
 
his life was 
in danger

 .










2.
 
a person or thing that is likely to cause harm or injury




•
 
infertile soils where drought is a danger.










3.
 
the possibility of something unwelcome or unpleasant




•
 
there was no danger of the champagne running out.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 the status of a railroad signal indicating that the line is not clear and that a train should not proceed.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in danger of






likely to incur or to suffer from




•
 
the animal is in danger of extinction.















2.
 
out of danger






(of a person who has suffered a serious injury or illness) not expected to die.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dangier

 , based on Latin 
dominus

 ‘lord.’ The original sense was ‘jurisdiction or power,’ specifically ‘power to harm,’ hence the current meaning ‘liability to be harmed.’





danger area






noun



1.
 
an area in which there is a high risk of harm




•
 
plans were already being made for schools to be evacuated from the danger area




•
 
if you live in a hurricane danger area, gather your storm supplies.










2.
 
something that is controversial or needs to be treated with care




•
 
housing is another danger area




•
 
the one danger area for him is a health care disaster.



















dangerous

 
/ˈdānj(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able or likely to cause harm or injury




•
 
a dangerous animal




•
 
ice was making the roads dangerous.











2.


•
 
it is dangerous to underestimate an enemy.










3.
 
likely to cause problems or to have adverse consequences




•
 
our most dangerous opponents in the playoffs




•
 
it is dangerous to underestimate an enemy.














II.
 
derivatives





dangerousness

 
/ˈdānj(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘arrogant,’ ‘fastidious,’ and ‘difficult to please’): from Old French 
dangereus

 , from 
dangier

 (see danger
 ).





dangerously

 
/ˈdānj(ə)rəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is able or likely to cause harm or injury




•
 
he admitted driving dangerously




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
during the night Mary was taken dangerously ill.










2.
 
in a way that is likely to cause problems or to have adverse consequences


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
stocks have been depleted to dangerously low levels.



















danger pay






noun






(N. Amer.)

 extra payment for working under dangerous conditions.













danger sign






noun




an indication that a bad or dangerous situation is likely to develop




•
 
parents of young addicts often miss the early danger signs.



















danger zone






noun



1.
 
an area in which there is a high risk of harm, especially where this risk has been officially identified




•
 
this is a danger zone where any one of us can step on a landmine




•
 
nuclear reactors in Europe have danger zones of 800 meters in radius.










2.
 
a situation that is hazardous or controversial




•
 
he's moving and he's conscious—at least for now he's out of the danger zone




•
 
remuneration levels for individual shareholders is another potential danger zone.



















dangle

 
/ˈdaNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hang or swing loosely




•
 
saucepans dangled from a rail




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they were dangling their legs over the water.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — offer (an enticing incentive) to someone




•
 
two rich commissions that had been dangling so sweetly in front of me.














II.
 
phrases





keep someone dangling






keep someone in an uncertain position.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dangler

 
/ˈdaNGɡlər /






noun













2.
 
dangly

 
/-ɡlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: symbolic of something loose and pendulous, corresponding to Danish 
dangle

 , Swedish 
dangla

 , but the origin is not clear.





dangling

 
/ˈdaNGɡliNG/






adjective




hanging or swinging loosely




•
 
a pair of dangling earrings.



















dangling participle

 
/ˌdaNGɡ(ə)liNG ˈpärdəsip(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a participle intended to modify a noun that is not actually present in the text.











usage:

 A 
participle

 is a word formed as an inflection of the verb, such as 
arriving

 or 
arrived

 . A 
dangling participle

 is one left “hanging” because, in the grammar of the clause, it does not relate to the noun it should. In the sentence 
arriving

 at the station, 
she

 picked up her case, the construction is correct because the participle 
arriving

 and the subject 
she

 relate to each other (
she

 is the one doing the 
arriving

 ). But in the following sentence, a 
dangling participle

 has been created: 
arriving

 at the station, 
the sun

 came out. We know, logically, that it is not 
the sun

 that is 
arriving

 , but grammatically that is exactly the link that has been created. Such errors are frequent in written English and can give rise to confusion.





Daniel

 
/ˈdanyəl/





I.
 
a Hebrew prophet (6th century 
BC

 ), who spent his life as a captive at the court of Babylon. In the biblical account, he interpreted the dreams of Nebuchadnezzar and was delivered by God from the lions' den into which he had been thrown as the result of a trick; in the apocryphal book of Susanna he is portrayed as a wise judge.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing Daniel's prophecies. It was probably written at the outbreak of the persecution of the Jews under Seleucid rule 
c.

 167 
BC

 .









Daniel, Peter Vivian






(1784–1860), US Supreme Court associate justice 1841–60. Appointed to the Court by President Van Buren, he advocated states' rights.









danio

 
/ˈdanēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a small, typically brightly colored freshwater fish native to South and Southeast Asia.

[Genera 
Danio

 and 
Brachydanio

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin (genus name).





Danish

 
/ˈdāniSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Denmark or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the North Germanic language of Denmark, which is also the official language of Greenland and the Faroe Islands.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Danish

 )
 — the people of Denmark.




3.
 


‹informal›

 short for Danish pastry
 .











– origin

 Old English 
Denisc

 , of Germanic origin; superseded in Middle English by forms influenced by Old French 
daneis

 and medieval Latin 
Danensis

 (from late Latin 
Dani

 ‘Danes’).





Danish blue






noun




a soft, salty, strong-flavored white cheese with blue veins.














Danish pastry

 
/ˈdāniSH ˈpāstrē/






noun




a pastry made of sweetened yeast dough with toppings or fillings such as fruit, nuts, or cheese.













dank

 
/daNGk/





I.
 
adjective




disagreeably damp, musty, and typically cold.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dankly






adverb













2.
 
dankness

 
/ˈdaNGknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
dank

 ‘marshy spot.’






Danmark

 
/ˈdänmärk/






Danish name for Denmark
 .









Dannebrog

 
/ˈdanəˌbräɡ/





I.
 
noun




the Danish national flag.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Danish, literally ‘Danish cloth.’





Dano-Norwegian

 
/ˌdānōnôrˈwējən/






noun




another term for Bokmål
 .













Dan River

 
/ˌdan ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 180 miles (290 km) from southwestern Virginia into North Carolina to the Roanoke River.










danse macabre

 
/ˌdäns məˈkäbrə/





I.
 
noun




another term for dance of death
 .











– origin

 French, recorded from late Middle English in anglicized forms such as 
dance of Machabray

 , 
dance of Macaber

 (see also macabre
 ).





danseur

 
/danˈsər/





I.
 
noun




a male ballet dancer.











– origin

 French, from 
danser

 ‘to dance.’





danseuse

 
/danˈso͞oz/





I.
 
noun




a female ballet dancer.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘female dancer.’






Dante

 
/ˈdäntā/






(1265–1321), Italian poet; full name 
Dante Alighieri

 . He wrote 
The Divine Comedy

 (
c.

 1309–20), an epic poem that describes his spiritual journey through Hell and Purgatory and finally to Paradise. His love for 
Beatrice Portinari

 is described in 
Vita nuova

 (
c.

 1290–94).










Dantean

 
/ˈdäntēən ˈdantēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or reminiscent of the poetry of Dante, especially in invoking his vision of hell in 
The Divine Comedy

 .








II.
 
noun




an admirer or student of Dante or his writing.













Dantesque

 
/dänˈtesk /

 
Dante-esque






adjective




another term for Dantean
 .













Danton, Georges

 
/däNˈtôN/






(1759–94), French revolutionary; full name 
Georges Jacques Danton

 . Initially an ally of Robespierre, he later revolted against the severity of the Revolutionary Tribunal and was executed on Robespierre's orders.










Danube

 
/ˈdanyo͞ob/





I.
 
a river that rises in the Black Forest in southwestern Germany and flows for about 1,770 miles (2,850 km) into the Black Sea. It is the second longest river in Europe (after the Volga); the cities of Vienna, Budapest, and Belgrade are situated on its banks.

German name Donau
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Danubian

 
/danˈyo͞obēən /






adjective





















Danube School






a group of landscape painters working in the Danube region in the early 16th century. Its members included Altdorfer and Cranach the Elder.









Danvers

 
/ˈdanvərz/






a town in northeastern Massachusetts, northeast of Boston; pop. 26,762 (est. 2008).









Danville

 
/ˈdanvil/





I.
 
a city in north central California, northeast of Oakland; pop. 41,182 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in east central Illinois; pop. 32,248 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southern Virginia, on the Dan River; pop. 44,660 (est. 2008).










Danzig

 
/ˈdantziɡ/






German name for Gdańsk
 .










dap

 
/dap/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish by letting the fly bob lightly on the water without letting the line touch the water.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): symbolic of a flicking movement, similar to dab
 1
 .





daphne

 
/ˈdafnē/





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian shrub with sweet-scented flowers and, typically, evergreen leaves.

[Genus 
Daphne

 , family 
Thymelaeaceae

 : several species, including mezereon and spurge laurel.]











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the laurel or bay tree): from Greek 
daphnē

 , from the name of the nymph Daphne
 .






Daphne

 
/ˈdafnē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a nymph who was turned into a laurel bush to save her from the amorous pursuit of Apollo.










daphnia

 
/ˈdafnēə/





I.
 
noun




a tiny and semitransparent freshwater crustacean with long antennae and prominent eyes, often used as food for aquarium fish.

Also called water flea
 . [Genus 
Daphnia

 , order 
Cladocera

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
Daphnē

 , from the name of the nymph Daphne
 .





Daphnis

 
/ˈdafnəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Sicilian shepherd who, according to one version of the legend, was struck with blindness for his infidelity to the nymph Echenaïs. He consoled himself with pastoral poetry, of which he was the inventor.









dapper

 
/ˈdapər/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of a man) neat and trim in dress, appearance, or bearing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dapperly






adverb













2.
 
dapperness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from a Middle Low German or Middle Dutch word meaning ‘strong, stout.’





dapple

 
/ˈdapəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be dappled

 )


1.
 
mark with spots or rounded patches




•
 
the floor was dappled with pale moonlight.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a patch or spot of color or light.




2.
 
an animal whose coat is marked with patches or spots.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier as an adjective): perhaps related to Old Norse 
depill

 ‘spot.’





dappled

 
/ˈdap(ə)ld/






adjective




marked with spots or rounded patches




•
 
the horse's dappled flank.



















dapple gray

 
/ˌdapəl ˈɡrā/





I.
 
adjective




(of a horse) gray or white with darker ringlike markings.








II.
 
noun




a dapple gray horse.













dappy

 
/ˈdapē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 silly, disorganized, or lacking concentration




•
 
a dappy lass




•
 
he seemed very genuine—and slightly dappy.

















– origin

 1990s: probably a variant of dippy
 .






Dapsang

 
/däpˈsäNG/






another name for K2
 .









dapsone

 
/ˈdapsōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a sulfur compound with bacteriostatic action, used chiefly in the treatment of leprosy.

[Alternative name: 
bis(4-aminophenyl)sulfone

 ; chem. formula: (H2
 NC6
 H4
 )2
 SO2
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from elements of its alternative systematic name 
dipara-aminophenyl sulfone

 .





Daqing

 
/ˈdäˈCHiNG /

 
Taching






a major industrial city in northeastern China, in Heilongjiang province; pop. 976,200 (est. 2006).









DAR






abbreviation




Daughters of the American Revolution.













Dard

 
/därd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples inhabiting eastern Afghanistan, northern Pakistan, and Kashmir.




2.
 
a group of languages, including Kashmiri, usually classified as Indic but showing strong Iranian influence.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Dards or their languages.








III.
 
derivatives





Dardic

 
/ˈdärdik /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 the name in Dard.





Dardanelles

 
/ˌdärdnˈelz/






a narrow strait between Europe and Asiatic Turkey (called the Hellespont in classical times) that links the Sea of Marmara with the Aegean Sea. It is 38 miles (60 km) long. In 1915, it was the scene of an unsuccessful attack on Turkey by Allied troops (see Gallipoli
 ).










dare

 
/der/





I.
 
verb

 — (
3rd sing. present

 usu. 
dare

 before an expressed or implied infinitive without 
to

 )


1.
 
(usu. with 
infinitive

 with or without 
to

 often with 
negative

 )
 — have the courage to do something




•
 
a story he dare not write down




•
 
she leaned forward as far as she dared.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — defy or challenge (someone) to do something




•
 
she was daring him to disagree




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
swap with me, I dare you.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 take the risk of; brave




•
 
few dared his wrath.














II.
 
noun




a challenge, especially to prove courage




•
 
athletes who eat ground glass 
on a dare

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't you dare






used to order someone threateningly not to do something




•
 
don't you dare touch me!















2.
 
how dare you






used to express indignation




•
 
how dare you talk to me like that!















3.
 
I dare say (or daresay)






used to indicate that one believes something is probable




•
 
I dare say you've heard about her.


















IV.
 
derivatives





darer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
durran

 , of Germanic origin; related to Gothic 
gadaursan

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
tharsein

 and Sanskrit 
dhṛṣ-

 ‘be bold.’





Dare, Virginia

 
/de(ə)r/






(1587–?), first English child born in North America. Born on Roanoke Island, Virginia, to Ananias Dare and Elinor White, she disappeared with the other 117 Roanoke colonists, as was discovered in 1591.









daredevil

 
/ˈderˌdevəl/





I.
 
noun




a reckless person who enjoys doing dangerous things.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
reckless and daring.








III.
 
derivatives





daredevilry

 
/-rē /






noun





















daresay

 
/ˈderˌsā/






verb




see dare
 .













Dar es Salaam

 
/ˌdär ˌes səˈläm/






the chief port and former capital of Tanzania; pop. 2,930,000 (est. 2007). Its Arabic name means “haven of peace.”









Darfur

 
/därˈfo͝or/






a region in the west of Sudan, an independent kingdom until 1874. In 2003, a rebellion against the Sudanese government began, and many thousands died or were displaced in the subsequent conflict.









Dari

 
/ˈdärē/






noun




the form of Persian spoken in Afghanistan.













Darien

 
/ˌderēˈen/






a sparsely populated province in eastern Panama. The name was formerly applied to the whole of the Isthmus of Panama.









Darien, Gulf of






part of the Caribbean Sea between Panama and Colombia.









daring

 
/ˈderiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or action) adventurous or audaciously bold




•
 
a daring crime.










2.
 
boldly unconventional




•
 
a pretty girl in daring clothes.














II.
 
noun




adventurous courage




•
 
the zeal and daring of climbers.














III.
 
derivatives





daringly

 
/ˈderiNGlē /






adverb





















dariole

 
/ˈderēˌōl /

 
dariole mold





I.
 
noun




(in French cooking) a small, round metal mold in which an individual sweet or savory dish is cooked and served.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French.





Darius I

 
/ˈde(ə)rēəs, dəˈrīəs/






(
c.

 550–486 
BC

 ), king of Persia 521–486 
BC

 ; known as 
Darius the Great

 . After a revolt by the Greek cities in Ionia (499–494 
BC

 ), he invaded Greece but was defeated at Marathon (490 
BC

 ).









Darjeeling

 
/därˈjēliNG/






noun




a high-quality tea grown in the mountainous regions of northern India.














dark

 
/därk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
with little or no light




•
 
it's too dark to see much.










2.
 
hidden from knowledge; mysterious




•
 
a dark secret.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 ignorant; unenlightened




•
 
he is dark on certain points of scripture.










4.
 
(of a theater) closed; not in use




•
 
on Tuesdays he'd wait tables because the theater was dark.










5.
 
(of a color or object) not reflecting much light; approaching black in shade




•
 
dark green.










6.
 
(of someone's skin, hair, or eyes) brown or black in color.




7.
 
(of a person) having dark skin, hair, or eyes




•
 
both my father and I are very dark.










8.
 
served or drunk with only a little or no milk or cream.




9.
 
(of a period of time or situation) characterized by tragedy, unhappiness, or unpleasantness




•
 
the dark days of the war.










10.
 
gloomily pessimistic




•
 
a dark vision of the future.










11.
 
(of an expression) angry; threatening




•
 
Matthew flashed a dark look at her.










12.
 
suggestive of or arising from evil characteristics or forces; sinister




•
 
so many dark deeds had been committed.










13.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting a velarized form of the sound of the letter 
l

 (as in 
pull

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the dark

 )
 — the absence of light in a place




•
 
Carolyn was sitting in the dark




•
 
he's scared of the dark.










2.
 
nightfall




•
 
I'll be home before dark.










3.
 
a dark color or shade, especially in a painting.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the darkest hour is just before the dawn








‹proverb›

 when things seem to be at their worst, they are about to start improving.









2.
 
in the dark






in a state of ignorance about something




•
 
we're clearly being 
kept in the dark

 about what's happening.















3.
 
keep something dark






keep something secret from other people




•
 
I asked Ann to keep my identity dark.















4.
 
a shot (or stab) in the dark






an act whose outcome cannot be foreseen; a mere guess.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
darkish

 
/ˈdärkiSH /






adjective













2.
 
darksome

 
/ˈdärksəm /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
deorc

 , of Germanic origin, probably distantly related to German 
tarnen

 ‘conceal.’





dark adaptation





I.
 
noun




the adjustment of the eye to low light intensities, involving reflex dilation of the pupil and activation of the rod cells in preference to the cone cells.








II.
 
derivatives





dark-adapted






adjective





















Dark Ages

 
/ˈdärk ˈˌājiz/





I.
 
the period in western Europe between the fall of the Roman Empire and the high Middle Ages, 
c.

 
AD

 500–1100, during which Germanic tribes swept through Europe and North Africa, often attacking and destroying towns and settlements.




II.
 
a period of supposed unenlightenment




•
 


the dark ages of

 racism.










III.
 
(
the dark ages

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 
‹derogatory›

 an obscure or little-regarded period in the past, especially as characterizing an outdated attitude or practice




•
 
the judge is living in the dark ages.










IV.
 


[Archaeology]

 a period in Greece and the Aegean from the end of the Bronze Age until the beginning of the archaic period. There was no building of palaces and fortresses, and the art of writing was apparently lost.









Dark and Bloody Ground






a nickname for the state of Kentucky
 .









dark chocolate






noun




slightly bitter chocolate, of a deep brown color, without added milk.













dark-complexioned






adjective




(of a person) having brown or black skin




•
 
a black-haired, dark-complexioned man.



















Dark Continent

 
/ˈˌdärk ˈkänt(ə)nənt/






a name given to Africa at a time when it was little known to Europeans.









dark current






noun




the residual electric current flowing in a photoelectric device when there is no incident illumination.













darken

 
/ˈdärkən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become dark or darker


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the sky was darkening rapidly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
darken the eyebrows with black powder




•
 (as 
adj.

 
darkened

 )
 
a darkened room.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an unpleasant event or state of affairs) cast a shadow over something; spoil




•
 
the abuse darkened the rest of their lives.










3.
 
make or become gloomy, angry, or unhappy


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his mood darkened




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the abuse darkened the rest of their lives.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of someone's eyes or expression) show anger or another strong negative emotion




•
 
his face darkened and he lunged away.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of anger or another strong negative emotion) show in (someone's eyes or expression)




•
 
misery darkened her gaze.














II.
 
phrases





darken someone's door






visit someone's home




•
 
never darken my door again!


















III.
 
derivatives





darkener






noun





















dark energy






noun






[Physics]

 a theoretical repulsive force that counteracts gravity and causes the universe to expand at an accelerating rate.




•
 
Einstein's theories allow for the possible existence of dark energy.



















dark-field microscopy






noun




a type of light microscopy that produces brightly illuminated objects on a dark background.













dark glasses

 
/ˈdärk ˈˌɡlasəz/






plural noun




glasses with tinted lenses, worn to protect or conceal a person's eyes.













dark-haired






adjective




having dark-colored hair




•
 
a dark-haired young woman.



















dark horse

 
/ˈdärk ˈˌhôrs/





I.
 
noun




a candidate or competitor about whom little is known but who unexpectedly wins or succeeds


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dark-horse candidate.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: originally racing slang.





dark lantern






noun




a lantern with a movable panel that can be used to hide the light.













dark line






noun






[Physics]

 a line in an absorption spectrum, appearing as a black line at visible wavelengths.













darkling

 
/ˈdärkliNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of or relating to growing darkness




•
 
the darkling sky.

















– origin

 Middle English: from dark
 + 
-ling

 , a suffix denoting condition or situation. The verb 
darkle

 is a back-formation dating from the 15th century.





darkling beetle






noun




a dark-colored nocturnal beetle, typically with reduced or absent wings.

[Family 
Tenebrionidae

 : numerous genera and species.]













darkly

 
/ˈdärklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a threatening, mysterious, or ominous way




•
 
“You can't trust him,” said Jacob darkly.










2.
 
in a depressing or pessimistic way




•
 
I wondered darkly if I was wasting my time.










3.
 
with a dark color




•
 
a figure silhouetted darkly against the trees.



















dark matter






noun






[Astronomy]

 (in some cosmological theories) nonluminous material that is postulated to exist in space and that could take any of several forms including weakly interacting particles (
cold dark matter

 ) or high-energy randomly moving particles created soon after the Big Bang (
hot dark matter

 ).














dark nebula






noun






[Astronomy]

 a nonluminous nebula of dust and gas that is observable because it obscures light from other sources.













darkness

 
/ˈdärknəs/






noun



1.
 
the partial or total absence of light




•
 
the office was in darkness.










2.
 
night




•
 
they began to make camp before darkness fell.










3.
 
the quality of being dark in color




•
 
the darkness of his jacket.










4.
 
wickedness or evil




•
 
the forces of darkness.










5.
 
unhappiness, distress, or gloom




•
 
moments of darkness were rare.










6.
 
secrecy or mystery




•
 
they drew a veil of darkness across the proceedings.










7.
 
lack of spiritual or intellectual enlightenment; ignorance




•
 
his accomplishments shone in a world of darkness.



















darknet

 
/ˈdärkˌnet/






noun






[Computing]

 a computer network with restricted access that is used chiefly for illegal peer-to-peer file sharing.













dark night of the soul





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 a period of spiritual desolation suffered by a mystic in which all sense of consolation is removed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: used to translate Spanish 
Noche oscura

 , the title of a poem by the mystic St. John of the Cross.





dark pool






noun






[Stock Market]

 a private securities exchange in which investors, typically large financial institutions, are able to make trades anonymously




•
 
the dark pool's volume has grown from a million shares to 43 million shares.



















dark reaction






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the cycle of reactions (the Calvin cycle) that occurs in the second phase of photosynthesis and does not require the presence of light. It involves the fixation of carbon dioxide and its reduction to carbohydrate and the dissociation of water, using chemical energy stored in ATP.













darkroom

 
/ˈdärkˌro͞om ˈdärkˌro͝om/






noun




a room from which normal light is excluded, used for developing photographs.













dark-skinned






adjective




(of a person) having brown or black skin




•
 
Australia's first inhabitants were dark-skinned nomadic hunters.



















dark-sky






adjective




denoting or located in a place where the darkness of the night sky is relatively free of interference from artificial light




•
 
we packed up the telescope and headed for a dark-sky site.



















dark star






noun






[Astronomy]

 a starlike object that emits little or no visible light. Its existence is inferred from other evidence, such as the eclipsing of other stars.













dark store






noun






(Brit.)

 a large retail facility that resembles a conventional supermarket or store but is not open to the public, housing goods used to fulfill orders placed online




•
 
opposition councillors claimed that shopping needs in the area would be better served by a dark store than a superstore.



















dark tourism





I.
 
noun




tourism directed to places that are identified with death and suffering.




•
 
next time we shall be investigating dark tourism at Chernobyl, the site of the world's worst nuclear reactor disaster.














II.
 
derivatives





dark tourist






noun





















darky

 
/ˈdärkē /

 
darkie






noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person with black or dark skin.













darling

 
/ˈdärliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used as an affectionate form of address to a beloved person




•
 
good night, my darling.










2.
 
a lovable or endearing person




•
 
he's such a darling.










3.
 
a person who is particularly popular with a certain group




•
 
she is 
the darling of

 the media.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
beloved




•
 
his darling wife.










2.
 
(especially in affected use) pretty; charming




•
 
a darling little pillbox hat.

















– origin

 Old English 
dēorling

 (see dear
 , -ling
 ).





Darling River

 
/ˌdärliNG ˈrivər/






a river in southeastern Australia that flows southwest for 1,712 miles (2,757 km) to join the Murray River.









Darmstadt

 
/ˈdärmˌstat, -ˌSHtät/






an industrial town in western Germany, in the state of Hesse; pop. 141,300 (est. 2006).









darmstadtium

 
/därmˈstatēəm, -ˈSHtät-/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ds

 )
 — the synthetic chemical element of atomic number 110. It is a superheavy metal that decays in thousandths of a second.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: after a laboratory in 
Darmstadt

 , Germany, where the element was first created.





darn1


 
/därn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mend (knitted material or a hole in this) by weaving yarn across the hole with a needle




•
 
I don't expect you to darn my socks.










2.
 
embroider (material) with a large running stitch.








II.
 
noun




a place in a garment that has been darned.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
dern

 ‘to hide,’ which is from Old English 
diernan

 ; compare with Middle Dutch 
dernen

 ‘stop holes in (a dike).’






darn2


 
/därn /

 
durn






verb, adjective, exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 euphemism for damn
 :


[as 
verb

 ]


•
 
darn it all, Poppa




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the darn things were expensive.




















darned

 
/därnd /

 
durned





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 euphemism for damned
 :




•
 
you have to work a darned sight harder




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
they're darned good songwriters.














II.
 
derivatives





darnedest

 
/ˈdärndəst /






adjective





















darnel

 
/ˈdärn(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian ryegrass.

[Genus 
Lolium

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
L. temulentum

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin; apparently related to French (Walloon dialect) 
darnelle

 .





darner

 
/ˈdärnər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a darning needle.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large slender-bodied dragonfly.

[said to be so named because of the popular belief that the dragonfly sews up the lips and eyelids of people sleeping.] [Family 
Aeshnidae

 : several genera.]













darning

 
/ˈdärniNG/






noun



1.
 
the skill or activity of one who darns




•
 
long hours of tedious darning.










2.
 
articles being darned or needing to be darned




•
 
Aunt Edie bent her head to her darning.



















darning egg






noun




an egg-shaped piece of wood or other smooth hard material used to stretch and support material being darned.













darning needle






noun



1.
 
a long sewing needle with a large eye, used in darning.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for darner
 (
sense

 2).













Darnley, Henry Stewart

 
/ˈdärnlē/






Lord (1545–67), Scottish nobleman; second husband of Mary, Queen of Scots; father of James I of England; full name 
Henry Stewart Darnley

 .









DARPA

 
/ˈdärpə/






abbreviation






(US)

 Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, the central research and development organization for the US Department of Defense.













Darrow, Clarence

 
/ˈdarō/






(1857–1938), US lawyer; full name 
Clarence Seward Darrow

 . He served as defense counsel in several well-publicized trials, including that of John T. Scopes, a teacher in Dayton, Tennessee, who was charged with violating state law for teaching evolution in a public school in 1925.









darshan

 
/ˈdärˌSHän, -SHən/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 an opportunity or occasion of seeing a holy person or the image of a deity.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
darśana

 ‘sight or seeing.’






dart

 
/därt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small pointed missile that can be thrown or fired.




2.
 
a small pointed missile with a feather or plastic tail, used in the game of darts.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a dartlike calcareous organ of a snail forming part of the reproductive system, exchanged during copulation.




4.
 
an act of running somewhere suddenly and rapidly




•
 
the cat made a dart for the door.










5.
 
a sudden, intense pang of a particular emotion




•
 
a dart of panic.










6.
 
a tapered tuck stitched into a garment in order to shape it.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or run somewhere suddenly or rapidly




•
 
she darted across the street.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cast (a look or one's eyes) suddenly and rapidly in a particular direction




•
 
she darted a glance across the table.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 throw (a missile).




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shoot (an animal) with a dart, typically in order to administer a drug.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, accusative of 
darz

 , 
dars

 , from a West Germanic word meaning ‘spear, lance.’





Dart, Raymond Arthur

 
/därt/






(1893–1988), South African anthropologist and anatomist; born in Australia. In 1925, he found the first specimen of the hominid species 
Australopithecus africanus

 , for which he coined the genus name.









dartboard

 
/ˈdärtbôrd/






noun




a circular board marked with numbered segments, used as a target in the game of darts.














darter

 
/ˈdärdər/






noun



1.
 
another term for anhinga
 .




2.
 
a small North American freshwater fish, the male of which may develop bright coloration during the breeding season.

[Genera 
Etheostoma

 and 
Percina

 , family 
Percidae

 : numerous species.]













darts

 
/därts/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an indoor game in which small pointed missiles with feather or plastic flights are thrown at a circular target marked with numbers in order to score points.













Darwin, Charles

 
/ˈdärwin/






(1809–82), English natural historian and geologist; a proponent of the theory of evolution by natural selection; full name 
Charles Robert Darwin

 . While the naturalist on HMS 
Beagle

 for her voyage around the Southern Hemisphere 1831–36, he collected the material that became the basis for his ideas on natural selection. Notable works: 
On the Origin of Species

 (1859) and 
The Descent of Man

 (1871).









Darwinian

 
/därˈwinēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Darwinism.








II.
 
noun




an adherent of Darwinism.













Darwinism

 
/ˈdärwəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the theory of the evolution of species by natural selection advanced by Charles Darwin.

Darwin argued that since offspring tend to vary slightly from their parents, mutations that make an organism better adapted to its environment will be encouraged and developed by the pressures of natural selection, leading to the evolution of new species differing widely from one another and from their common ancestors. Darwinism was later developed by the findings of Mendelian genetics (see neo-Darwinian
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





Darwinist

 
/ˈdärwənəst /






noun, adjective





















Darwin's finches






plural noun




a group of songbirds related to the buntings and found on the Galapagos Islands, discovered by Charles Darwin and used by him to illustrate his theory of natural selection. They are believed to have evolved from a common ancestor and have developed a variety of bills to suit various modes of life.

[Family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ): four to six genera, esp. 
Geospiza

 (the 
ground finches

 ) and 
Camarhynchus

 (the 
tree finches

 ).]













Dasein

 
/ˈdäzīn/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 (in Hegelianism) existence or determinate being; (in existentialism) human existence.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: German, from 
dasein

 ‘exist,’ from 
da

 ‘there’ + 
sein

 ‘be.’






dash

 
/daSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — run or travel somewhere in a great hurry




•
 
I dashed into the garden




•
 
I must dash, I'm late.










2.
 
(often 
dash about/around

 )
 — move about in a great hurry, especially in the attempt to do several things in a short period of time




•
 
I dash about for four days in a manic fit to straighten things up.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike or fling (something) somewhere with great force, especially so as to have a destructive effect; hurl




•
 
the ship was dashed upon the rocks.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — strike forcefully against something




•
 
a gust of rain dashed against the bricks.










5.
 
destroy or frustrate (a person's hopes or expectations)




•
 
the budget dashed hopes of an increase in funding.










6.
 
cause (someone) to lose confidence; dispirit




•
 
I won't tell Stuart—I think he'd be dashed.














II.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express mild annoyance




•
 
“
Dash it all

 , I am in charge.”














III.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of running somewhere suddenly and hastily




•
 
she 
made a dash for

 the door.










2.
 
a journey or period of time characterized by urgency or eager haste




•
 
a 20-mile dash to the airport.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short fast race run in one heat; a sprint




•
 
the 100-yard dash.










4.
 
a small quantity of a substance, especially a liquid, added to something else




•
 
whiskey with 
a dash of

 soda.










5.
 
a small amount of a particular quality adding piquancy or distinctiveness to something else




•
 
a casual atmosphere with a dash of sophistication.










6.
 
a horizontal stroke in writing or printing to mark a pause or break in sense, or to represent omitted letters or words.




7.
 
the longer signal of the two used in Morse code.

Compare with dot
 1
 .




8.
 


[Music]

 a short vertical mark placed above or beneath a note to indicate that it is to be performed in a very staccato manner.




9.
 
impetuous or flamboyant vigor and confidence; panache




•
 
he has youthful energy, dash, and charisma.










10.
 
short for dashboard
 .








IV.
 
phrasal verbs





dash something off






write something hurriedly and without much premeditation.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘strike forcibly against’): probably symbolic of forceful movement and related to Swedish 
daska

 and Danish 
daske

 .






dashboard

 
/ˈdaSHbôrd/






noun



1.
 
the panel facing the driver of a vehicle or the pilot of an aircraft, containing instruments and controls.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a graphical summary of various pieces of important information, typically used to give an overview of a business




•
 
an executive dashboard enables a CEO to see bank balances, the top five customers, accounts receivable, and accounts payable.










3.
 
a home page on a website giving access to different elements of the site's functionality




•
 
the main line graph in the dashboard shows daily traffic to our side over the past 30 days.










4.
 


‹historical›

 a board of wood or leather in front of a carriage, to keep out mud.













dashed

 
/daSHt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used for emphasis




•
 
it's a dashed shame




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she was dashed rude.










2.
 
(of a line on a piece of paper) composed of dashes.













dasheen

 
/daˈSHēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for taro
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally West Indian): of unknown origin.





dasher

 
/ˈdaSHər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who dresses or acts flamboyantly or stylishly.




2.
 
a plunger for agitating cream in a churn.




3.
 


[Hockey]

 the ledge along the top of the boards of a rink.













dashi

 
/ˈdäSHē/






noun




stock made from fish and kelp, used in Japanese cooking.













dashiki

 
/dəˈSHēkē/





I.
 
noun




a loose, brightly colored shirt or tunic, originally from West Africa.











– origin

 from Yoruba or Hausa.





dashing

 
/ˈdaSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a man) attractive in a romantic, adventurous way




•
 
a dashing pirate on the high seas.










2.
 
stylish or fashionable




•
 
a dashing S-type Jaguar.














II.
 
derivatives





dashingly






adverb





















dashpot

 
/ˈdaSHˌpät/






noun




a device for damping shock or vibration.














dassie

 
/ˈdasē/





I.
 
noun




a hyrax, especially the rock hyrax of southern Africa.

[Family 
Procaviidae

 , in particular 
Procavia capensis

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from South African Dutch 
dasje

 , diminutive of Dutch 
das

 ‘badger.’






dastard

 
/ˈdastərd/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a dishonorable or despicable person.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stupid person’): probably from 
dazed

 , influenced by 
dotard

 and 
bastard

 .





dastardly

 
/ˈdastərdlē/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 wicked and cruel




•
 
pirates and their dastardly deeds.














II.
 
derivatives





dastardliness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dull or stupid’): from dastard
 in the obsolete sense ‘base coward.’






dasyure

 
/ˈdasēˌyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




another term for quoll
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
dasyurus

 , from Greek 
dasus

 ‘rough, hairy’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





DAT

 
/dat/






abbreviation




digital audiotape.














data

 
/ˈdadə ˈdādə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
facts and statistics collected together for reference or analysis.

See also datum
 .




2.
 


[Computing]

 the quantities, characters, or symbols on which operations are performed by a computer, being stored and transmitted in the form of electrical signals and recorded on magnetic, optical, or mechanical recording media.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 things known or assumed as facts, making the basis of reasoning or calculation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a term in philosophy): from Latin, plural of datum
 . / 
usage:

 In Latin, 
data

 is the plural of 
datum

 and, historically and in specialized scientific fields, it is also treated as a plural in English, taking a plural verb, as in the 
data were

 collected and classified. In modern nonscientific use, however, it is generally not treated as a plural. Instead, it is treated as a mass noun, similar to a word like 
information

 , which takes a singular verb. Sentences such as 
data was

 collected over a number of years are now widely accepted in standard English.





databank

 
/ˈdadəˌbaNGk ˈdādəˌbaNGk /

 
data bank






noun






[Computing]

 a large repository of data on a particular topic, sometimes formed from more than one database, and accessible by many users.













database

 
/ˈdadəˌbās ˈdādəˌbās/






noun




a structured set of data held in a computer, especially one that is accessible in various ways.













database management system

 
DBMS






noun






[Computing]

 software that handles the storage, retrieval, and updating of data in a computer system.













datable

 
/ˈdādəb(ə)l /

 
dateable






adjective




able to be dated to a particular time.














data center






noun




a large group of networked computer servers typically used by organizations for the remote storage, processing, or distribution of large amounts of data.













data communications






noun




the electronic transmission of encoded information to, from, or between computers.













data dictionary

 
/ˈdadə ˈdādə ˈdikSHəˌnerē/






noun






[Computing]

 a set of information describing the contents, format, and structure of a database and the relationship between its elements, used to control access to and manipulation of the database.













data-driven






adjective




determined by or dependent on the collection or analysis of data




•
 
decisions are data-driven and made by committee




•
 
Silicon Valley is bringing a host of new, data-driven technologies to healthcare.



















data dump






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a large amount of data transferred from one system or location to another




•
 
the data dump needs to be converted into Excel so as to be analyzed more easily.










2.
 


[Computing]

 another term for info dump
 :




•
 
his attention to detail leads to unneeded flashbacks and data dumps.



















dataglove

 
/ˈdādəɡləv ˈdadəˌɡləv/






noun






[Computing]

 a device, worn like a glove, that allows the manual manipulation of images in virtual reality.













datalink

 
/ˈdadəˌliNGk ˈdādəˌliNGk/






noun




an electronic connection for the exchange of information




•
 
a datalink system that would allow aircraft controllers and pilots to exchange electronic messages.



















data mining






noun






[Computing]

 the practice of examining large databases in order to generate new information.













datapoint

 
/ˈdatəˌpoint, ˈdātə-/






noun




an identifiable element in a data set




•
 
software that can quickly process tens of thousands of datapoints.



















data processing





I.
 
noun




a series of operations on data, especially by a computer, to retrieve, transform, or classify information.








II.
 
derivatives





data processor

 
/ˈˌdadə ˈpräsesər ˈˌdadə ˈpräsəsər ˈˌdādə ˈpräsesər ˈˌdādə ˈpräsəsər /






noun





















data scientist






noun




a person employed to analyze and interpret complex digital data, such as the usage statistics of a website, especially in order to assist a business in its decision-making




•
 
Silicon Valley technology companies are hiring data scientists to help them glean insights from the terabytes of data that they collect everyday.



















data set






noun






[Computing]

 a collection of related sets of information that is composed of separate elements but can be manipulated as a unit by a computer.













data smog






noun






‹informal›

 an overwhelming excess of information, especially from the Internet




•
 
nowadays, people need help getting their intellectual bearings because cable has become a torrent of ideology, dueling experts and data smog.



















data terminal






noun






[Computing]

 a terminal at which a person can enter data into a computer-based system or receive data from one.













data type






noun






[Computing]

 a particular kind of data item, as defined by the values it can take, the programming language used, or the operations that can be performed on it.













dataveillance

 
/ˌdatəˈvāləns, ˌdātə-/





I.
 
noun




the practice of monitoring digital data relating to personal details or online activities.











– origin

 1970s (originally denoting the monitoring of digital data): blend of 
data

 and 
surveillance

 .





data warehouse





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a large store of data accumulated from a wide range of sources within a company and used to guide management decisions.








II.
 
derivatives





data warehousing






noun





















date1


 
/dāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the day of the month or year as specified by a number




•
 
what's the date today?




•
 
please give your name, address, and 
date of birth

 .










2.
 
a particular day or year when a given event occurred or will occur




•
 
significant dates like 1776 and 1789




•
 
they've set a date for the wedding.










3.
 
(
dates

 )
 — the years of a person's birth and death or of the beginning and end of a period or event




•
 
giving the dates of kings and queens.










4.
 
the period of time to which an artifact or structure belongs




•
 
the church is the largest of its date.










5.
 
a social or romantic appointment or engagement




•
 
a college student 
on a date

 with someone he met in class.










6.
 
a person with whom one has a social or romantic engagement




•
 
my date isn't going to show, it seems.










7.
 
a musical or theatrical engagement or performance, especially as part of a tour




•
 
possible live dates in the near future.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish or ascertain the date of (an object or event)




•
 
they 
date

 the paintings 
to

 1460–70.










2.
 
mark with a date




•
 
sign and date the document.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have its origin at a particular time; have existed since




•
 
the controversy 
dates back to

 1986.










4.
 
indicate or expose as being old-fashioned




•
 
disco—that word alone dates me.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — seem old-fashioned




•
 
a movie that will date quickly.










6.
 
go out with (someone in whom one is romantically or sexually interested)




•
 
my sister's pretty judgmental about the girls I date




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they have been dating for more than a year.














III.
 
phrases





to date






until now




•
 
their finest work to date.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
data

 , feminine past participle of 
dare

 ‘give’; from the Latin formula used in dating letters, 
data (epistola

 ) ‘(letter) given or delivered,’ to record a particular time or place.





date2


 
/dāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet, dark brown, oval fruit containing a hard stone, often eaten dried.




2.
 
(also 
date palm

 )
 — the tall palm tree that bears clusters of dates, native to western Asia and North Africa.

[
Phoenix dactylifera

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
daktulos

 ‘finger’ (because of the fingerlike shape of its leaves).





datebook

 
/ˈdātbo͝ok/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a book with spaces for each day of the year in which one notes appointments or important information for each day.













dated

 
/ˈdādəd/






adjective



1.
 
marked with a date




•
 
a signed and dated painting.










2.
 
old-fashioned




•
 
a dated expression.



















dateless

 
/ˈdātlis/






adjective



1.
 
not clearly belonging to any particular period, therefore not likely to go out of date




•
 
dateless dresses.










2.
 
(of a document or stamp) having no date mark.




3.
 
not having, or incapable of having, social or romantic appointments or engagements




•
 
dateless men reduce women to sex objects and dateless women become space-age scanners.



















dateline

 
/ˈdātlīn/





I.
 
noun




a line at the head of a dispatch or special article in a newspaper showing the date and place of writing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (a dispatch or article) with a dateline.













Date Line

 
International Date Line






an imaginary north–south line through the Pacific Ocean, adopted in 1884, to the east of which the date is a day earlier than it is to the west. It lies chiefly along the meridian furthest from Greenwich, England (i.e., longitude 180°), with diversions to pass around some island groups.









date night






noun






‹informal›

 a prearranged occasion on which an established couple, especially one with children, go for a night out together




•
 
they make sure they have a date night every week.




•
 
she's planning date nights with her husband.



















dater

 
/ˈdādər/






noun




a person who goes out on dates, typically on a regular basis




•
 
successful daters look on the dating game as fun—it doesn't make them anxious or unhappy.



















date rape

 
/ˈdāt ˌrāp/





I.
 
noun




rape committed by someone with whom the victim has gone on a date.








II.
 
derivatives





date-rape






verb





















date-rape drug






noun




a drug that causes temporary loss of memory or inhibition, surreptitiously given to someone in order to facilitate rape or sexual abuse.













date stamp

 
/ˈdāt ˌstamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stamped mark indicating a date, typically used on food packaging or mailed envelopes.




2.
 
an adjustable stamp used to mark a date.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (something) with a date stamp.













dating service






noun




an agency that arranges introductions for people seeking romantic partners or friends with similar interests.













dative

 
/ˈdādiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




(in Latin, Greek, German, and other languages) denoting a case of nouns and pronouns, and words in grammatical agreement with them, indicating an indirect object or recipient.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a noun or other word of the dative case.




2.
 
(
the dative

 )
 — the dative case.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
(casus) dativus

 ‘(case) of giving,’ from 
dat-

 ‘given,’ from the verb 
dare

 .





Datong

 
/ˈdäˈto͝oNG/






a city in northern China, in Shanxi province; pop. 1,105,100 (est. 2006).










datum

 
/ˈdādəm ˈdadəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of information.

See also data
 .




2.
 
an assumption or premise from which inferences may be drawn.

See sense datum
 .




3.
 
a fixed starting point of a scale or operation.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘something given,’ neuter past participle of 
dare

 ‘give.’





datum line

 
datum level






noun



1.
 
a standard of comparison or point of reference.




2.
 


[Surveying]

 an assumed surface used as a reference for the measurement of heights and depths.




3.
 
a line to which dimensions are referred on engineering drawings, and from which measurements are calculated.













datura

 
/dəˈt(y)o͝orə/





I.
 
noun




a shrubby annual plant with large trumpet-shaped flowers, native to southern North America. Daturas contain toxic or narcotic alkaloids and are used as hallucinogens by some American Indian peoples.

See also angel's trumpet
 . [Genus 
Datura

 , family 
Solanaceae

 : several species, including the jimson weed.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Hindi 
dhatūrā

 .





daub

 
/dôb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat or smear (a surface) with a thick or sticky substance in a carelessly rough or liberal way




•
 
she 
daubed

 her face 
with

 night cream.










2.
 
spread (a thick or sticky substance) on a surface in a rough or liberal way




•
 
a canvas with paint 
daubed on

 it.










3.
 
paint (words or drawings) on a surface by daubing




•
 
they 
daubed

 graffiti 
on

 the walls.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
plaster, clay, or another substance used for coating a surface, especially when mixed with straw and applied to laths or wattles to form a wall




•
 
square huts, mostly daub and wattle.










2.
 
a patch or smear of a thick or sticky substance




•
 
a daub of paint.










3.
 
a painting executed without much skill.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dauber

 , from Latin 
dealbare

 ‘whiten, whitewash,’ based on 
albus

 ‘white.’





daube

 
/dōb/





I.
 
noun




a stew of meat, typically beef, braised slowly in wine.








II.
 
phrases





en daube






(of meat) braised slowly in wine.















– origin

 French; compare with Italian 
addobbo

 ‘seasoning.’





dauber

 
/ˈdôbər/






noun



1.
 
a crude or inartistic painter.




2.
 
an implement used for daubing.













Daubigny, Charles François

 
/ˌdôbēˈnyē/






(1817–78), French landscape painter. A member of the Barbizon School, he is often regarded as a linking figure between this group and the impressionists.









daughter

 
/ˈdôdər ˈdädər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a girl or woman in relation to her parents.




2.
 
a female offspring of an animal.




3.
 
a female descendant




•
 
we are the sons and daughters of Adam.










4.
 
a woman considered as the product of a particular person, influence, or environment




•
 
a daughter of the dry savannas of Africa.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 used as a term of affectionate address to a woman or girl, typically by an older person.




6.
 


‹literary›

 a thing personified as a daughter in relation to its origin or source




•
 
Italian, the eldest daughter of ancient Latin.










7.
 


[Physics]

 a nuclide formed by the radioactive decay of another.








II.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 originating through division or replication




•
 
daughter cells.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
daughterhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
daughterly

 
/ˈdôdərlē ˈdädərlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dohtor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dochter

 and German 
Tochter

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
thugatēr

 .





daughterboard

 
/ˈdôːtərbôːrd /

 
daughtercard






noun






[Electronics]

 an expansion circuit card affixed to a motherboard that accesses memory and the CPU directly rather than through a bus.













daughter-in-law






noun




the wife of one's son.













Daughters of the American Revolution

 
DAR






a patriotic society whose aims include encouraging education and the study of US history and that tends to be politically conservative. Membership is limited to female descendants of those who aided the cause of independence.









Daumier, Honoré

 
/dōˈmyā/






(1808–78), French painter and lithographer. Working as a cartoonist, he produced lithographs satirizing French society and politics.










daunt

 
/dônt dänt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be daunted

 )


1.
 
make (someone) feel intimidated or apprehensive




•
 
some people are daunted by technology.














II.
 
phrases





nothing daunted






without having been made fearful or apprehensive




•
 
nothing daunted, the committee set to work.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
danter

 , from Latin 
domitare

 , frequentative of 
domare

 ‘to tame.’





daunting

 
/ˈdôn(t)iNG ˈdän(t)iNG/





I.
 
adjective




seeming difficult to deal with in anticipation; intimidating




•
 
a daunting task.














II.
 
derivatives





dauntingly






adverb





















dauntless

 
/ˈdôntləs ˈdäntləs/





I.
 
adjective




showing fearlessness and determination




•
 
dauntless bravery.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dauntlessly

 
/ˈdôntləslē ˈdäntləslē /






adverb













2.
 
dauntlessness






noun





















dauphin

 
/ˈdôfən dōˈfan/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the eldest son of the king of France.











– origin

 French, from the family name of the lords of the Dauphiné (first used in this way in the 14th cent.), ultimately a nickname meaning ‘dolphin.’





dauphinois

 
/ˌdôfinˈwä /

 
dauphinoise





I.
 
adjective




(of potatoes or other vegetables) sliced and cooked in milk, typically with a topping of cheese.











– origin

 French, ‘from the province of Dauphiné.’





Davao

 
/ˈdäˌvou, däˈvou/






a seaport in the southern Philippines, on the island of Mindanao; pop. 785,700 (est. 2007).









daven

 
/ˈdävən/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in Judaism) recite the prescribed liturgical prayers.











– origin

 Yiddish.





davenport

 
/ˈdavənˌpôrt/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large upholstered sofa, typically able to be converted into a bed.

[perhaps from a manufacturer's name.]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 an ornamental writing desk with drawers and a sloping surface for writing.

[probably named after Captain 
Davenport

 , for whom early examples of this type of desk were made in the late 18th cent.]













Davenport

 
/ˈdavənˌpôrt/






an industrial city in southeastern Iowa, on the Mississippi River, one of the Quad Cities; pop. 100,827 (est. 2008).










David1


 
/ˈdāvid/






(died 
c.

 962 
BC

 ), king of Judah and Israel 
c.

 1000–
c.

 962 
BC

 . In the biblical account, he killed the Philistine Goliath and, on Saul's death, became king, making Jerusalem his capital. He is traditionally regarded as the author of the Psalms, although this has been disputed.









David2


 
/ˈdāvid/





I.
 
the name of two kings of Scotland.




II.
 


David I

 (
c.

 1084–1153), sixth son of Malcolm III; reigned 1124–53. In 1136, he invaded England in support of his niece Matilda's claim to the throne, but he was defeated at the Battle of the Standard in 1138.




III.
 


David II

 (1324–71), son of Robert the Bruce; reigned 1329–71.









David, Jacques-Louis

 
/däˈvēd/






(1748–1825), French painter. He is noted for neoclassical paintings such as 
The Oath of the Horatii

 (1784) and 
The Intervention of the Sabine Women

 (1799).










David, St.

 
/ˈdāvid/






(6th century), Welsh monk; Welsh name 
De·wi

 . Since the 12th century he has been regarded as the patron saint of Wales. Feast day, March 1.









Davie

 
/ˈdāvē/






a city in south Florida; pop. 90,238 (est. 2008).









da Vinci, Leonardo

 
/də ˈvinCHē/






see Leonardo da Vinci
 .









Davis

 
/ˈdāvis/






an academic and agricultural city in north central California, west of Sacramento; pop. 62,593 (est. 2008).









Davis, Angela Yvonne






(1944–), US political activist and writer. She wrote 
Women, Race and Class

 (1981).









Davis, Benjamin Oliver






(1877–1970), US military leader. In 1940, he became the first African-American general in the US Army. His son, 
Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.

 (1912–2002), an aviator, became the first African-American Air Force general in 1954.









Davis, Bette






(1908–89), US actress; born 
Ruth Elizabeth Davis

 . She established her Hollywood career playing a number of strong, independent female characters in such movies as 
Dangerous

 (1935) and 
Jezebel

 (1938). Her flair for suggesting the macabre and menacing emerged in later movies, such as 
What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?

 (1962).









Davis, David






(1815–86), US Supreme Court associate justice 1862–77 and a US senator from Illinois 1877–83.









Davis, Jefferson






(1808–89), US politician and president of the Confederate States of America (CSA). As a US senator from Mississippi 1847–51 and a defender of slavery, he withdrew from the Senate when Mississippi seceded from the Union and was elected president of the CSA in 1861. He wrote 
The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government

 (1881).









Davis, Miles






(1926–91), US jazz trumpeter, composer, and bandleader; full name 
Miles Dewey Davis

 . His influence on "cool jazz" is heard in his 
Birth of the Cool

 recordings (1948–49). His album 
Kind of Blue

 (1959) introduced "modal jazz." In the 1960s, he pioneered the fusion of jazz and rock.









Davis, Sammy






Jr. (1925–90), US actor, singer, and dancer. He appeared in 
Ocean's Eleven

 (1960) along with Frank Sinatra and other members of the “Rat Pack.” His recording of “The Candy Man” (1972) became his theme song.









Davis Cup





I.
 
an annual tennis championship for men, first held in 1900, between teams from different countries.







– origin

 named after Dwight F. 
Davis

 (1879–1945), the US doubles champion who donated the trophy.





Davis Mountains






a range in southwestern Texas, site of the Mount Locke observatory and several resorts.









Davisson, Clinton

 
/ˈdāvəsən/






(1881–1958), US physicist; full name 
Clinton Joseph Davisson

 . With 
L. H. Germer

 (1896–1971), he discovered electron diffraction, thus confirming de Broglie's theory of the wave nature of electrons. He shared the 1937 Nobel Prize for Physics with 
George P. Thomson

 (1892–1975).









Davis Strait





I.
 
a sea passage 400 miles (645 km) long that separates Greenland from Baffin Island and connects Baffin Bay with the Atlantic Ocean.







– origin

 named after John 
Davis

 (
c.

 1550–1605), the English explorer who sailed through it in 1587.





davit

 
/ˈdāvit ˈdavət/





I.
 
noun




a small crane on board a ship, especially one of a pair for suspending or lowering a lifeboat.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
daviot

 , diminutive of 
david

 , denoting a kind of carpenter's tool.





Davy, Sir Humphry

 
/ˈdāvē/






(1778–1829), English chemist; a pioneer of electrochemistry. He discovered nitrous oxide (laughing gas) and the elements sodium, potassium, magnesium, calcium, strontium, and barium. He also identified and named the element chlorine, determined the properties of iodine, and demonstrated that diamond was a form of carbon.









Davy Jones's locker

 
/ˌdāvē ˌjōnz(əz) ˈläkər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the bottom of the sea, especially regarded as the grave of those drowned at sea.











– origin

 extension of early 18th-cent. nautical slang 
Davy Jones

 , denoting the evil spirit of the sea.





Davy lamp

 
/ˈdāvē lamp/






noun






‹historical›

 a miner's portable safety lamp with the flame enclosed by wire gauze to reduce the risk of an explosion of gas.













daw

 
/dô/





I.
 
noun




another term for jackdaw
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to German 
Dohle

 .





dawdle

 
/ˈdôdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
waste time; be slow




•
 
I couldn't dawdle over my coffee any longer.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move slowly and idly




•
 
Ruth dawdled back through the woods.














II.
 
derivatives





dawdler

 
/ˈdôdlər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: related to dialect 
daddle

 , 
doddle

 ‘dally.’





Dawes, Charles Gates

 
/dôz/






(1865–1951), US politician, lawyer, and financier; US vice president 1925–29. He was instrumental in formulating the 1923 plan for restructuring post–World War I Germany's economy. Nobel Peace Prize (1925).









Dawes, William






(1745–99), US patriot. With Paul Revere he rode from Lexington to Concord, Massachusetts, to warn of approaching British soldiers on April 18, 1775.









dawg

 
/dôɡ/






noun




nonstandard spelling of dog
 , used esp. to represent American speech.













dawn

 
/dôn dän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the first appearance of light in the sky before sunrise




•
 
the rose-pink light of dawn.










2.
 
the beginning of a phenomenon or period of time, especially one considered favorable




•
 
the dawn of civilization.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a day) begin


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
Thursday dawned bright and sunny.










2.
 
come into existence




•
 
a new era of land-use policy was dawning.










3.
 
become evident to the mind; be perceived or understood




•
 
the awful truth was beginning to 
dawn on

 him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dawning

 )
 
he smiled with dawning recognition.














III.
 
phrases





from dawn to dusk






all day; ceaselessly




•
 
day after day from dawn to dusk, they drove those loaded canoes.





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb): back-formation from Middle English dawning
 .





dawn chorus

 
/dôn ˈkôrəs/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the singing of a large number of birds before dawn each day, particularly during the breeding season.














dawning

 
/ˈdôniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 dawn.




2.
 


‹literary›

 the beginning or first appearance of something




•
 
the dawning of civilization.

















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of earlier 
dawing

 , from Old English 
dagian

 ‘to dawn,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dagen

 and German 
tagen

 , also to day
 .






dawn redwood






noun




a coniferous tree with deciduous needles, known only as a fossil until it was found growing in southwestern China in 1941.

Also called metasequoia
 . [
Metasequoia glyptostroboides

 , family 
Taxodiaceae

 .]













Dawson

 
/ˈdôsən/






a town in the west central Yukon Territory, on the Klondike and Yukon rivers, center of a gold rush after 1896.









DAX






abbreviation




Deutscher Aktien IndeX, the German stock exchange index.














day

 
/dā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of twenty-four hours as a unit of time, reckoned from one midnight to the next, corresponding to a rotation of the earth on its axis.




2.
 
the part of a day when it is light; the time between sunrise and sunset




•
 
she sleeps all day and goes out at night




•
 
the animals hunt 
by day

 .










3.
 
the part of a day spent working




•
 
he works an eight-hour day.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a single rotation of a planet in relation to its primary.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 the period on a planet when its primary star is above the horizon.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 daylight




•
 
by the time they had all gone it was broad day.










7.
 
(usu. 
days

 )
 — a particular period of the past; an era




•
 
the laws were very strict in those days.










8.
 
(
the day

 )
 — the present time




•
 
the political issues of the day.










9.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a day associated with a particular event or purpose




•
 
graduation day




•
 
Christmas Day.










10.
 
a day's endeavor, or the period of an endeavor, especially as bringing success




•
 
speed and surprise would win the day.










11.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ] (
days

 )
 — a particular period in a person's life or career




•
 
my student days.










12.
 
(
one's day

 )
 — the successful, fortunate, or influential period of a person's life or career




•
 
he had been a matinée idol in his day.










13.
 
(
one's days

 )
 — the span of someone's life




•
 
she cared for him for 
the rest of his days

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
all in a (or the) day's work






(of something unusual or difficult) accepted as part of someone's normal routine or as a matter of course




•
 
dodging sharks is all in a day's work for these scientists.















2.
 
any day





a.
 


‹informal›

 at any time or under any circumstances (used to express a strong opinion or preference)




•
 
I'd rather live in a shack in the woods than a penthouse in the city, any day




•
 
you can take me dancing 
any day of the week

 .










b.
 
very soon




•
 
she's expected to give birth any day.















3.
 
at the end of the day






see end
 .









4.
 
by the day






gradually and steadily




•
 
the campaign is growing by the day.















5.
 
call it a day






end a period of activity, especially resting content that enough has been done




•
 
we were prepared to do another long march before calling it a day.















6.
 
day after day






on each successive day, especially over a long period




•
 
the rain poured down day after day.















7.
 
day and night






all the time




•
 
they kept working, day and night.















8.
 
day by day






gradually and steadily




•
 
day by day I grew worse.















9.
 
day in, day out






continuously or repeatedly over a long period of time.









10.
 
day of reckoning






the time when past mistakes or misdeeds must be punished or paid for; a testing time when the degree of one's success or failure will be revealed.

[with allusion to Judgment Day, on which (in some beliefs) the judgment of humankind is expected to take place.]









11.
 
from day one






from the very beginning




•
 
children need a firm hand from day one.















12.
 
have had one's (or its) day






be no longer popular, successful, or influential




•
 
power dressing has had its day.















13.
 
if someone is a day






at least (added to a statement about a person's age)




•
 
he must be seventy if he's a day.















14.
 
in this day and age






at the present time; in the modern era




•
 
it simplifies housekeeping, which is essential in this day and age.















15.
 
not someone's day






used to convey that someone has had a bad day.









16.
 
—— of the day






a thing currently considered to be particularly interesting or important




•
 
the big news story of the day.















17.
 
one day





a.
 
at a particular but unspecified time in the past




•
 
one day a boy started teasing Grady.










b.
 
(also 
one of these days

 )
 — at a particular but unspecified time in the future




•
 
he would one day be a great president.















18.
 
one of those days






a day when several things go wrong.









19.
 
that will (or that'll) be the day








‹informal›

 that will never happen.









20.
 
these days






at present




•
 
he is drinking far too much these days.















21.
 
those were the days






used to assert that a particular past time was better than the present.









22.
 
to the day






exactly




•
 
it's four years to the day since we won the lottery.















23.
 
to this day






up to the present time; still




•
 
the tradition continues to this day.





















– origin

 Old English 
dæg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dag

 and German 
Tag

 .





Day, Doris

 
/dā/






(1924–), US actress and singer; born 
Doris Kappelhoff

 . She became a movie star in the 1950s with roles in lighthearted musicals, comedies, and romances, such as 
Calamity Jane

 (1953) and 
Pillow Talk

 (1959).









Day, Dorothy






(1897–1980), US journalist and reformer. She founded the 
Catholic Worker

 newspaper with social activist 
Peter Maurin

 (1877–1949) in 1933.









Day, William Rufus






(1849–1923), US Supreme Court associate justice 1903–22. He was appointed to the Court by President Theodore Roosevelt.









Dayak

 
/ˈdīak /

 
Dyak





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of indigenous peoples inhabiting parts of Borneo.




2.
 
the group of Austronesian languages spoken by the Dayak.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Dayak or their languages.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Malay, literally ‘up-country.’





Dayan, Moshe

 
/däˈyän/






(1915–81), Israeli statesman and general. As minister of defense he oversaw Israel's victory in the Six Day War, and as foreign minister he played a prominent role in negotiations that led to the Camp David Accords of 1978.









daybed

 
/ˈdāˌbed/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a couch that can be made up into a bed.













daybook

 
/ˈdābo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
an account book in which a day's transactions are entered for later transfer to a ledger.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a diary.













daybreak

 
/ˈdāˌbrāk/






noun




the time in the morning when daylight first appears; dawn




•
 
she set off 
at daybreak

 .



















day care

 
/ˈdā ˌke(ə)r/






noun




daytime care for the needs of people who cannot be fully independent, such as children or elderly people




•
 
family issues such as day care




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a 
day-care center

 for employees' children.



















daydream

 
/ˈdāˌdrēm/





I.
 
noun




a series of pleasant thoughts that distract one's attention from the present.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indulge in daydreams




•
 
stop daydreaming and pay attention.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
daydreamer

 
/ˈdāˌdrēmər /






noun













2.
 
daydreamy






adjective





















dayflower

 
/ˈdāˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a plant related to the spiderwort, with short-lived flowers that are typically blue.

[Genus 
Commelina

 , family 
Commelinaceae

 .]













Day-Glo

 
/ˈdāɡlō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a fluorescent paint or other coloring.








II.
 
adjective




of or denoting very bright or fluorescent coloring




•
 
wearing Day-Glo pink T-shirts.

















– origin

 1950s: blend of day
 and glow
 .





day job





I.
 
noun




a person's regular job and main source of income, typically as contrasted with a more enjoyable occupation or hobby




•
 
he funds his films with money earned from his day job as a manager.














II.
 
phrases





don't give up the (or your) day job








‹informal›

 used as a humorous way of advising someone not to pursue something at which they are unlikely to be successful.

















day labor





I.
 
noun




unskilled labor paid by the day.








II.
 
derivatives





day laborer






noun






















Day-Lewis, C.

 
/dā ˈlo͞oəs/






(1904–72), English poet, novelist, and critic; full name 
Cecil Day-Lewis

 . He served as Britain's poet laureate 1968–72 and also wrote detective novels under the name 
Nicholas Blake

 .









Day-Lewis, Sir Daniel

 
/dā ˈlo͞oəs/






(1957–), English actor; full name 
Sir Daniel Michael Blake Day-Lewis

 . His films include 
The Unbearable Lightness of Being

 (1988), 
My Left Foot

 (1989), 
Gangs of New York

 (2002), and 
Lincoln

 (2012).









daylight

 
/ˈdāˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the natural light of the day




•
 
there were two hours of daylight left




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the daylight hours.










2.
 
the first appearance of light in the morning; dawn




•
 
I returned at daylight.










3.
 
visible distance between one person or thing and another




•
 


‹figurative›

 their views on education are so close that it's difficult to 
see daylight between

 them.




•
 


‹figurative›

 the growing daylight between himself and the leading jockey.










4.
 
(
daylights

 )
 — used to emphasize the severity or thoroughness of an action




•
 
my father beat 
the living daylights

 out of them.




•
 
he can scare the living daylights out of a cinema audience.







[from 
daylights

 meaning ‘eyes,’ hence ‘any vital organ.’]








II.
 
phrases





see daylight






begin to understand what was previously puzzling or unclear.

















daylighting

 
/ˈdāˌlīdiNG/






noun




the illumination of buildings by natural light




•
 
daylighting is achieved by using properly designed windows and skylights.



















daylight saving time

 
/ˈˌdālīt ˈsāviNG ˌtīm /

 
daylight savings time






noun






(N. Amer.)

 time as adjusted to achieve longer evening daylight, especially in summer, by setting the clocks an hour ahead of the standard time.













daylily

 
/ˈdāˌləlē /

 
day lily






noun




a lily that bears large yellow, red, or orange flowers, each flower lasting only one day.

[Genus 
Hemerocallis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













daylong

 
/ˈdāˌlôNG/






adjective




of a day's duration; lasting all day




•
 
a daylong deluge.



















daymare

 
/ˈdāmer/





I.
 
noun




a frightening or oppressive trance or hallucinatory condition experienced while awake.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from day
 , on the pattern of 
nightmare

 .






Day of Atonement






another term for Yom Kippur
 .









day off






noun




a day's vacation from work or school on what would normally be a working day.













Day of Judgment






another term for Judgment Day
 .









Day of the Dead






noun



1.
 
All Souls' Day, as celebrated on November 2 in various European and Latin American countries, especially the Mexican observance of this day.




2.
 
(in Mexico) the period of All Souls' Day festivities, held for several days, including All Saints' Day on November 1.













daypack

 
/ˈdāpak/






noun




a small backpack, used for day hikes or for carrying books, etc.













day room

 
dayroom






noun




a room used for daytime recreation, especially a communal room in an institution.













daysail

 
/ˈdāsāl/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sail a yacht for a single day


(as 
noun

 
daysailing

 )


•
 
an outstanding boat for daysailing.



















daysailer

 
/ˈdāˌsālər/






noun




a sailboat without a cabin, designed for day trips.













day school

 
/ˈdā ˌsko͞ol/






noun




a nonresidential school, typically a private one.













day shift

 
/ˈdā ˌSHift/






noun



1.
 
a period of time worked during the daylight hours in a hospital, factory, etc., as opposed to the night shift.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the employees who work during the day shift.













dayside

 
/ˈdāsīd/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the side of a planet that is facing its primary star.














Days of Awe






plural noun




another term for High Holidays
 .













dayspring

 
/ˈdāˌspriNG/






noun






‹literary›

 dawn.













day student






noun




a student who attends classes at a boarding school or college but who does not live at the school.













daytime

 
/ˈdāˌtīm/






noun




the time of the day between sunrise and sunset




•
 
she was alone 
in the daytime






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a daytime telephone number.



















daytimer

 
/ˈdāˌtīmər/






noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an appointment diary or electronic organizer.













day-to-day

 
/ˌdādəˈdā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
happening regularly every day




•
 
the day-to-day management of the classroom.










2.
 
ordinary; everyday




•
 
our day-to-day domestic life.










3.
 
short-term; without consideration for the future




•
 
the struggle for day-to-day survival.










4.
 


[Sports]

 
[Sports]

 (of an injured player) not playing owing to a minor injury that is being treated and evaluated on a daily basis.




•
 
their shortstop has an ankle sprain and is listed as day-to-day.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an ordinary, everyday routine




•
 
they have come to escape the day-to-day.














III.
 
adverb




on a daily basis




•
 
the information to be traded is determined day-to-day.



















Dayton

 
/ˈdātn/






a city in western Ohio; pop. 154,200 (est. 2008). It was the home of aviation pioneers Wilbur and Orville Wright and is still a center of aerospace research.









Daytona Beach

 
/dāˌtōnə ˈbēCH/






a resort city in northeastern Florida, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 64,211 (est. 2008).









day trading

 
/ˈdātrādiNG/





I.
 
noun




the buying and selling of securities on the same day, often online, on the basis of small, short-term price fluctuations.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
day-trade






verb













2.
 
day trader






noun





















day trip

 
/ˈdā ˌtrip/





I.
 
noun




a journey or excursion completed in one day.








II.
 
derivatives





day-tripper

 
/ˈdāˌtripər /

 
day tripper






noun





















daywear

 
/ˈdāˌwer/






noun




articles of casual clothing suitable for informal or everyday occasions.













daywork

 
/ˈdāwərk/





I.
 
noun




casual work paid for on a daily basis.








II.
 
derivatives





dayworker






noun






















daze

 
/dāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be dazed

 )


1.
 
make (someone) unable to think or react properly; stupefy; bewilder




•
 
she was dazed by his revelations




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dazed

 )
 
he staggered home dazed and confused.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of stunned confusion or bewilderment




•
 
he was walking around 
in a daze

 .














III.
 
derivatives





dazedly

 
/ˈdāzidlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: back-formation from 
dazed

 (adjective), from Old Norse 
dasathr

 ‘weary’; compare with Swedish 
dasa

 ‘lie idle.’





dazibao

 
/ˌdädzēˈbou/





I.
 
noun




(in the People's Republic of China) a wall poster written in large characters.











– origin

 Chinese, from 
dà

 ‘big’ + 
zi

 ‘character’ + 
bào

 ‘newspaper or poster.’






dazzle

 
/ˈdazəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bright light) blind (a person) temporarily




•
 
she was dazzled by the headlights.










2.
 
amaze or overwhelm (someone) with a particular impressive quality




•
 
I was dazzled by the beauty and breadth of the exhibition.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of the eyes) be affected by a bright light




•
 
my eyes dazzled and I could not move.














II.
 
noun




brightness that confuses someone's vision temporarily


[in 
sing.

 ]


•
 
a dazzle of green and red spotlights.














III.
 
derivatives





dazzlement

 
/ˈdazəlmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘be dazzled’): frequentative of the verb daze
 .





dazzler

 
/ˈdaz(ə)lər/






noun




a person or thing that dazzles, in particular a person who is overwhelmingly impressive or skillful.













dazzling

 
/ˈdaz(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely bright, especially so as to blind the eyes temporarily




•
 
the sunlight was dazzling




•
 


‹figurative›

 a dazzling smile.










2.
 
extremely impressive, beautiful, or skillful




•
 
a dazzling display of football.














II.
 
derivatives





dazzlingly

 
/ˈdaz(ə)liNGlē /






adverb






















dB






abbreviation




decibel(s).













Db






symbol




the chemical element dubnium.













dba

 
d/b/a






abbreviation




doing business as.













DBMS






abbreviation




database management system.













DBS






abbreviation



1.
 
direct broadcasting by satellite.




2.
 
direct-broadcast satellite.













dbx





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 electronic circuitry designed to increase the dynamic range of reproduced sound and reduce noise in the system.











– origin

 1970s: from dB
 ‘decibel’ + 
x

 (representing 
expander

 ).





DC1







abbreviation



1.
 


[Music]

 da capo.




2.
 
direct current.




3.
 
District of Columbia




•
 
Washington, DC.










4.
 
Doctor of Chiropractic.













DC2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's child (used in electronic communication)




•
 
my eldest DC is starting kindergarten tomorrow.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
darling child

 or 
dear child

 .





DCC

 
/ˌdē ˌsē ˈsē/






abbreviation




digital compact cassette.













DCL






abbreviation




Doctor of Civil Law.













DCM






abbreviation




(in the UK) Distinguished Conduct Medal, awarded for bravery.













DD1







abbreviation



1.
 
Department of Defense (on forms and documents): 
a DD 214

 .




2.
 
designated driver




•
 
I'm the DD tonight.










3.
 


[Military]

 dishonorable discharge.




4.
 
Doctor of Divinity.













DD2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's daughter (used in electronic communication)




•
 
my DD is having three girls sleep over for her sixth birthday.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
darling daughter

 or 
dear daughter

 .





D-Day

 
/ˈdē ˌdā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the day (June 6, 1944) in World War II on which Allied forces invaded northern France by means of beach landings in Normandy.




2.
 
the day on which an important operation is to begin or a change to take effect




•
 
it's D-day at the Websters', as Sally gives Kevin an ultimatum.

















– origin

 from 
D

 for 
day

 + day
 . Compare with H-hour
 .





DDC

 
ddC






abbreviation




dideoxycytidine.













DDE





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a standard allowing data to be shared between different programs.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
Dynamic Data Exchange

 .





DDI

 
ddI






abbreviation




dideoxyinosine.













DDoS

 
DDOS






abbreviation




distributed denial of service, the intentional paralyzing of a computer network by flooding it with data sent simultaneously from many individual computers


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
so-called zombies which are used to stage DDOS attacks.



















DDR





I.
 
abbreviation




German Democratic Republic.











– origin

 abbreviation of German 
Deutsche Demokratische Republik

 .





DDS






abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Dental Science.




2.
 
Doctor of Dental Surgery.













DDT

 
/ˌdē ˌdē ˈtē/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic organic compound used as an insecticide. Like other chlorinated aromatic hydrocarbons, DDT tends to persist in the environment and become concentrated in animals at the head of the food chain. Its use is now banned in many countries.

[Chem. formula: CCl3
 CH(C6
 H4
 Cl)2
 .]











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of 
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane

 .





DE






abbreviation



1.
 


[Football]

 defensive end.




2.
 
Delaware (in official postal use).














de-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
(forming verbs and their derivatives) down; away




•
 
descend




•
 
deduct.










2.
 
completely




•
 
denude




•
 
derelict.










3.
 
(added to verbs and their derivatives) denoting removal or reversal




•
 
deaerate




•
 
de-ice.










4.
 
denoting formation from




•
 
deverbal.

















– origin

 from Latin 
de

 ‘off, from’; 
sense

 2 via Old French 
des-

 from Latin 
dis-

 .





DEA

 
/dēːēːˈā/






abbreviation






(US)

 Drug Enforcement Administration, an agency of the US Department of Justice.













deaccession

 
/ˌdēakˈseSHən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially remove (an item) from the listed holdings of a library, museum, or art gallery, typically in order to sell it to raise funds.








II.
 
noun




the disposal of books, works of art, or other items in this way.














deacon

 
/ˈdēkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Catholic, Anglican, and Orthodox churches) an ordained minister of an order ranking below that of priest.




2.
 
(in some Protestant churches) a lay officer appointed to assist a minister, especially in secular affairs.




3.
 


‹historical›

 (in the early church) an appointed minister of charity.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appoint or ordain as a deacon.








III.
 
derivatives





deaconship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
diacon

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
diakonos

 ‘servant’ (in ecclesiastical Greek ‘Christian minister’).





deaconess

 
/ˈdēkənəs/






noun




(in the early church and some modern churches) a woman with duties similar to those of a deacon.













deactivate

 
/dēˈaktəvāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something, typically technical equipment or a virus) inactive by disconnecting or destroying it




•
 
the switch deactivates the alarm.










2.
 


[Military]

 remove from active duty.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deactivation

 
/dēˌaktəˈvāSHən /






noun













2.
 
deactivator

 
/-vātər /






noun






















dead

 
/ded/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
no longer alive




•
 
a dead body




•
 [as 
complement

 ]
 
he was shot dead.










2.
 
(of a part of the body) having lost sensation; numb.




3.
 
having or displaying no emotion, sympathy, or sensitivity




•
 
a cold, dead voice.










4.
 
no longer current, relevant, or important




•
 
pollution had become a dead issue.










5.
 
devoid of living things




•
 
a dead planet.










6.
 
resembling death




•
 
a dead faint.










7.
 
(of a place or time) characterized by a lack of activity or excitement




•
 
Brussels isn't dead after dark, if you know where to look.










8.
 
(of money) not financially productive.




9.
 
(of sound) without resonance; dull.




10.
 
(of a color) not glossy or bright.




11.
 
(of a piece of equipment) no longer functioning, especially because of a fault




•
 
the phone had gone dead.










12.
 
(of an electric circuit or conductor) carrying or transmitting no current




•
 
the batteries are dead.










13.
 
no longer burning




•
 
the fire had been dead for some days.










14.
 
(of air or water) not circulating; stagnant.




15.
 
(of a glass or bottle) empty or no longer being used.




16.
 
(of the ball in a game) out of play.

See also dead ball
 .




17.
 
(of a playing field, ball, or other surface) lacking springiness or bounce.




18.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — complete; absolute




•
 
we sat in dead silence.














II.
 
adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
absolutely; completely




•
 
you're dead right




•
 
he was dead against the idea.










2.
 
exactly




•
 
they arrived dead on time.










3.
 
straight; directly




•
 
red flares were seen dead ahead.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very




•
 
omelets are dead easy to prepare.














III.
 
noun

 — (as 
plural noun

 
the dead

 )


1.
 
those who have died.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
dead and buried






over; finished




•
 
the incident is dead and buried.















2.
 
(as) dead as a (or the) dodo






see dodo
 .









3.
 
(as) dead as a doornail






see doornail
 .









4.
 
dead from the neck up








‹informal›

 stupid.









5.
 
dead in the water





a.
 
(of a ship) unable to move.




b.
 
unable to function effectively




•
 
the economy is dead in the water.















6.
 
dead meat








‹informal›

 in serious trouble




•
 
if anyone finds out, you're dead meat.















7.
 
the dead of night






the quietest, darkest part of the night.









8.
 
the dead of winter






the coldest part of winter.









9.
 
dead on






exactly right




•
 
her judgment was dead on.















10.
 
dead on arrival





a.
 
used to describe a person who is declared dead immediately upon arrival at a hospital.




b.
 
(of an idea, etc.) declared ineffective without ever having been put into effect




•
 
why are people pronouncing the plan dead on arrival in the legislature?















11.
 
dead on one's feet








‹informal›

 extremely tired.









12.
 
dead set against








‹informal›

 strongly opposed to




•
 
they were dead set against seeing any more open spaces divided up.















13.
 
dead to rights








‹informal›

 in the act of doing something wrong; red-handed




•
 
he had me dead to rights, so I meekly suffered the rebuke.















14.
 
dead to the world








‹informal›

 fast asleep.









15.
 
from the dead





a.
 
from a state of death




•
 
Christ rose from the dead.










b.
 
from a period of obscurity or inactivity




•
 
the cartoon brought animation back from the dead.















16.
 
make a dead set at






see set
 2
 .









17.
 
over my dead body






see body
 .









18.
 
stop dead

 
stop someone dead






stop (or cause to stop) suddenly or abruptly




•
 
Rob stopped dead and turned to face me




•
 
the sight 
stopped him dead in his tracks

 .















19.
 
wouldn't be seen (or caught) dead








‹informal›

 used to express strong dislike for a particular thing




•
 
James Bond wouldn't be caught dead wearing a paper napkin bib.


















V.
 
derivatives





deadness

 
/ˈdednəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dēad

 , of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
dood

 and German 
tot

 , also to die
 1
 .





dead air






noun




an unintended interruption of the video or audio signal during a television or radio broadcast.














dead ball

 
/ˈded ˌbôl/






noun






[Sports]

 a ball that has gone out of play or is declared to be out of play.













dead-ball line






noun






[Soccer]

 the part of the goal line to either side of the goal.













deadbeat

 
/ˈdedˌbēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a person who tries to evade paying debts.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an idle, feckless, or disreputable person.








II.
 
adjective




(of a clock escapement or other mechanism) without recoil.














deadbolt

 
/ˈdedˌbōlt/






noun




a bolt engaged by turning a knob or key, rather than by spring action.













dead cat bounce

 
/ˈded ˈkat ˌbouns/






noun






[Stock Market]

 a temporary recovery in share prices after a substantial fall, caused by speculators buying in order to cover their positions.













dead center

 
/ded ˈsen(t)ər/






noun




the position of a crank when it is in line with the connecting rod and not exerting torque.













dead duck

 
/ˈded ˌdək/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing that is useless, unsuccessful, defunct, etc.




•
 
totalitarianism is a dead duck, he says.

















– origin

 from the old saying “never waste powder on a dead duck.”





deaden

 
/ˈdedn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a noise or sensation) less intense




•
 
ether was used to deaden the pain.










2.
 
deprive of the power of sensation




•
 
diabetes can deaden the nerve endings.










3.
 
deprive of force or vitality; stultify




•
 
the syllabus has deadened the teaching process




•
 (as 
adj.

 
deadening

 )
 
a deadening routine.










4.
 
make (someone) insensitive to something




•
 
laughter might 
deaden

 us 
to

 the moral issue.














II.
 
derivatives





deadener

 
/ˈded(ə)nər /






noun





















dead end

 
/ˈded ˈend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an end of a road or passage from which no exit is possible; a cul-de-sac




•
 
the path 
came to a dead end

 .










2.
 
a road or passage having a dead end.




3.
 
a situation offering no prospects of progress or development


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dead-end job.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
dead-end

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a road or passage) come to a dead end




•
 
he kept walking, until the corridor dead-ended.



















deadeye

 
/ˈdedī/






noun



1.
 


[Sailing]

 a circular wooden block with a groove around the circumference to take a lanyard, used singly or in pairs to tighten a shroud.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an expert marksman.













deadfall

 
/ˈdedfôl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a trap consisting of a heavy weight positioned to fall on an animal.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tangled mass of fallen trees and brush.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a fallen tree.













dead hand

 
/ˌded ˈhand/






noun




an undesirable persisting influence




•
 
the dead hand of government control.



















deadhead

 
/ˈdedhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Deadhead

 )
 — a fan and follower of the rock group the Grateful Dead.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the Deadhead hard core shadows the band, selling tie-dyes and beads.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a boring or unenterprising person.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a passenger or member of an audience with a free ticket.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a commercial carrier with no paying passengers or freight on a trip.




5.
 
a sunken or partially submerged log.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a commercial driver, etc.) complete a trip without paying passengers or freight




•
 
trucks deadheading into California to pick up outbound loads.










2.
 
ride (in a plane or other vehicle) without paying for a ticket




•
 
he calls his airline and gets a seat on the red-eye to deadhead to Boston.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove dead flower heads from (a plant) to encourage further blooming.













dead heat

 
/ˈded ˈhēt/





I.
 
noun




a situation in or result of a race in which two or more competitors are exactly even.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
dead-heat

 )


1.
 
run or finish a race exactly even.













dead language






noun




a language no longer in everyday spoken use, such as Latin.













dead letter

 
/ˈded ˈledər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a letter that is undeliverable and unreturnable, typically one with an incorrect address.




2.
 
a law or treaty that has not been repealed but is ineffectual or defunct in practice.




3.
 
a thing that is impractical or obsolete




•
 
theoretical reasoning is a dead letter to a child.



















dead lift






noun






[Weightlifting]

 a lift made from a standing position, without the use of a bench or other equipment.













deadlight

 
/ˈdedlīt/






noun



1.
 
a protective cover or shutter fitted over a porthole or window on a ship.




2.
 


(US)

 a skylight designed not to be opened.













deadline

 
/ˈdedˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
the latest time or date by which something should be completed




•
 
the deadline for submissions is February 5th.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a line drawn around a prison beyond which prisoners were liable to be shot.














dead load

 
/ˌded ˈlōd/






noun




the intrinsic weight of a structure or vehicle, excluding the weight of passengers or goods.

Often contrasted with live load
 .













deadlock

 
/ˈdedˌläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a situation, typically one involving opposing parties, in which no progress can be made




•
 
an attempt to 
break the deadlock

 .










2.
 
a situation in a contest or game where the scores are equal




•
 
Ashton 
broke the deadlock

 with a penalty after 15 minutes.










3.
 
British term for deadbolt
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a situation or opposing parties) to come to a point where no progress can be made because of fundamental disagreement




•
 
the jurors were deadlocked on six charges.










2.
 
(
be deadlocked

 )
 — (of a contest or game) be in a tie




•
 
with the score still deadlocked at three-three.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 secure (a door) with a deadlock.













dead loss

 
/ˈded ˈlôs/






noun



1.
 
a venture or situation that produces no profit whatsoever.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person or thing that is completely useless.













deadly

 
/ˈdedlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or able to cause death




•
 
a deadly weapon.










2.
 
filled with hate




•
 
his voice was cold and deadly.










3.
 
(typically in the context of shooting or sports) extremely accurate, effective, or skillful




•
 
his aim is deadly.










4.
 


‹informal›

 extremely boring




•
 
he's well meaning, but so utterly deadly.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — complete; total




•
 
she was in deadly earnest.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in a way resembling or suggesting death; as if dead




•
 
her skin was deadly pale.










2.
 
extremely




•
 
a deadly serious remark.














III.
 
derivatives





deadliness

 
/ˈdedlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dēadlīc

 ‘mortal, in danger of death’ (see dead
 , -ly
 1
 ).






deadly nightshade






noun




a poisonous bushy Eurasian plant with drooping purple flowers and black cherrylike fruit.

Also called belladonna
 . [
Atropa belladonna

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]














deadly sin

 
/ˈdedlē sin/






noun




(in Christian tradition) a sin regarded as leading to damnation, especially one of a traditional list of seven.

See seven deadly sins
 .













deadman

 
/ˈdedman/






noun




an object buried in or secured to the ground for the purpose of providing anchorage or leverage.













dead man's fingers






plural noun



1.
 
a soft coral that has spongy lobes stiffened by calcareous spines. When found washed up on the beach it is said to resemble the fingers of a corpse.

[
Alcyonium digitatum

 , order 
Alcyonacea

 .]




2.
 
a fungus that produces clumps of dull black, irregular, fingerlike fruiting bodies at the bases of dead tree stumps in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Xylaria polymorpha

 , family 
Xylariaceae

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]




3.
 


‹informal›

 the fingerlike divisions of a lobster's or crab's gills.













dead-man's float






noun




a floating position, often used by beginning swimmers, in which a person lies face down in the water with arms outstretched or extended forward and legs extended backward.













dead man's handle

 
/ˌded ˌmanz ˈhandl /

 
dead man's pedal






noun




(especially in a diesel or electric train) a lever that acts as a safety device by shutting off power when not held in place by the driver.













dead march






noun




a slow, solemn piece of music suitable to accompany a funeral procession.













dead-nettle

 
/ˈdedˌnedl/






noun




an Old World plant of the mint family, with leaves that resemble those of a nettle but lack stinging hairs.

[
Lamium

 and related genera, family 
Labiatae

 : several species, including the common 
white dead-nettle

 (
L. album

 ).]













deadpan

 
/ˈdedˌpan/





I.
 
adjective




deliberately impassive or expressionless




•
 
answers his phone in a deadpan tone




•
 
deadpan humor.














II.
 
adverb




in a deadpan manner.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
direct speech

 ]


1.
 
say something amusing while affecting a serious manner




•
 
“I'm an undercover dentist,” he deadpanned.



















dead reckoning

 
/ˈded ˈrek(ə)niNG/






noun




the process of calculating one's position, especially at sea, by estimating the direction and distance traveled rather than by using landmarks, astronomical observations, or electronic navigation methods.













dead ringer

 
/ˈded ˈriNGər/






noun




a person or thing that seems exactly like someone or something else




•
 
he is 
a dead ringer for

 his late papa.



















deadrise

 
/ˈdedrīz/






noun




the vertical distance between a line horizontal to the keel of a vessel and its chine.













Dead Sea

 
/ˈˌded ˈsē/






a salt lake or inland sea in the Jordan valley, on the Israel–Jordan border. Its surface is 1,300 feet (400 m) below sea level.









Dead Sea scrolls






a collection of Hebrew and Aramaic manuscripts discovered in pottery storage jars in caves near Qumran between 1947 and 1956. Thought to have been hidden by the Essenes or a similar Jewish sect shortly before the revolt against Roman rule 
AD

 66–70, the scrolls include texts of many books of the Bible; they are some 1,000 years older than previously known versions.









deadstick landing

 
/ˌdedstik ˈlandiNG/






noun




an unpowered landing of an aircraft.













dead time






noun



1.
 
time in which someone or something is inactive or unable to act productively.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the period after the recording of a particle or pulse when a detector is unable to record another.













dead water






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 still water without any current.













dead weight

 
/ˈded ˈˌwāt /

 
deadweight






noun



1.
 
the weight of an inert person or thing




•
 
the net was a dead weight on his shoulders.










2.
 
a heavy or oppressive burden




•
 
the past was just so much dead weight, excess baggage.










3.
 
the total weight of cargo, stores, etc., that a ship carries or can carry at a particular draft.




4.
 
another term for dead load
 .




5.
 


[Farming]

 animals sold by the estimated weight of salable meat that they will yield.




6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Economics]

 losses incurred because of the inefficient allocation of resources, especially through taxation or restriction




•
 
a 
dead-weight burden

 .



















dead white European male

 
dead white male






noun






‹informal›

 a writer, philosopher, or other significant figure whose importance and talents may have been exaggerated by virtue of his belonging to a historically dominant gender and ethnic group.













deadwood

 
/ˈdedwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
a branch or part of a tree that is dead.




2.
 
people or things that are no longer useful or productive.













Deadwood

 
/ˈdedwo͝od/






a city in western South Dakota, in the Black Hills, known for its 1870s gold rush and Boot Hill cemetery; pop. 1,283 (est. 2008).









dead zone






noun



1.
 
a place or period in which nothing happens or in which no life exists.




2.
 
an area of the ocean that is depleted of oxygen, frequently due to pollution.




3.
 
a place where it is not possible to receive a mobile-phone or radio signal.













deaerate

 
/ˌdēˈerāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be deaerated

 )


1.
 
partially or completely remove dissolved air from (something)




•
 
the electrolyte was deaerated by purging it with argon.














II.
 
derivatives





deaeration

 
/ˌdē-erˈāSHən /






noun






















deaf

 
/def/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking the power of hearing or having impaired hearing




•
 
I'm a bit deaf




•
 
deaf children.










2.
 
unwilling or unable to hear or pay attention to something




•
 
she is 
deaf to

 all advice.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) deaf as a post






completely or extremely deaf.









2.
 
fall on deaf ears






(of a statement or request) be ignored.









3.
 
turn a deaf ear






refuse to listen or respond to a statement or request.















– origin

 Old English 
dēaf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
doof

 and German 
taub

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
tuphlos

 ‘blind.’





deaf aid

 
/ˈdef ˌād/






noun






(Brit.)

 a hearing aid.













deaf and dumb






adjective






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 (of a person) both deaf and unable to speak




•
 
he has been deaf and dumb since birth.



















deaf-blind

 
/ˌdefˈblīnd/






adjective




having a severe impairment of both hearing and vision.













deafen

 
/ˈdefən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be deafened

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to lose the power of hearing permanently or temporarily




•
 
we were deafened by the explosion.










2.
 
(of a loud noise) overwhelm (someone) with sound




•
 
the roar of the water deafened them.










3.
 
(
deafen someone to

 )
 — (of a sound) cause someone to be unaware of (other sounds)




•
 
the noise deafened him to Ron's approach.



















deafening

 
/ˈdef(ə)niNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a noise) so loud as to make it impossible to hear anything else




•
 
the music reached a deafening crescendo.














II.
 
derivatives





deafeningly

 
/ˈdef(ə)niNGlē /






adverb





















deafferentation

 
/dēˌafərenˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the interruption or destruction of the afferent connections of nerve cells, performed especially in animal experiments to demonstrate the spontaneity of locomotor movement.








II.
 
derivatives





deafferented

 
/dēˈafəˌrentid /






adjective





















deaf mute

 

‹dated offensive›






I.
 
noun




a person who is both deaf and unable to speak.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person) both deaf and unable to speak.











usage:

 In modern use, 
deaf mute

 has acquired offensive connotations (implying, wrongly, that such people are without the capacity for communication). It should be avoided in favor of other terms such as 
profoundly deaf

 . See also usage at mute
 .





deafness

 
/ˈdefnəs/






noun



1.
 
the condition of lacking the power of hearing or having impaired hearing




•
 
the baby is at risk of being born with profound deafness




•
 
loud music is a cause of deafness.










2.
 
the state of being unwilling or unable to hear or pay attention to something




•
 
the deafness shown by political leaders




•
 
a worrying example of 
deafness to

 human rights concerns.




















deal1


 
/dēl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — distribute (cards) in an orderly rotation to the players for a game or round




•
 
the cards were dealt for the last hand




•
 


‹figurative›

 fate dealt her a different hand.










2.
 
(
deal someone in

 )
 — include a new player in a card game by giving them cards.




3.
 
distribute or mete out (something) to a person or group




•
 
the funds raised were 
dealt out to

 the needy.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in commercial trading of a particular commodity




•
 
directors were prohibited from 
dealing in

 the company's shares.










5.
 
be concerned with




•
 
a movie that 
deals in

 ideas and issues.










6.
 


‹informal›

 buy and sell illegal drugs


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Frankie started dealing cocaine.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
deal with

 )
 — take measures concerning (someone or something), especially with the intention of putting something right




•
 
the government had been unable to deal with the economic crisis.










8.
 
cope with (a difficult person or situation)




•
 
you'll have to find a way of dealing with those feelings.










9.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — treat (someone) in a particular way




•
 
life had dealt harshly with her.










10.
 
have relations with (a person or organization), especially in a commercial context




•
 
the bank deals directly with the private sector.










11.
 
take or have as a subject; discuss




•
 
the novel deals with several different topics.










12.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — inflict (a blow) on (someone or something)




•
 
hopes of an economic recovery were dealt another blow.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an agreement entered into by two or more parties for their mutual benefit, especially in a business or political context




•
 
the band signed a major recording deal.










2.
 
an attractive price on a commodity for a purchaser; a bargain




•
 
we've got great deals on the latest camcorders.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a particular form of treatment given or received




•
 
working mothers get 
a raw deal

 .










4.
 
a significant but unspecified amount of something




•
 
he lost 
a great deal of

 blood.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the process of distributing the cards to players in a card game.




6.
 
a player's turn to distribute cards.




7.
 
the round of play following this.




8.
 
the set of hands dealt to the players.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a big deal





a.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a thing considered important




•
 
they don't make a big deal out of minor irritations.










b.
 
an important person




•
 
Sam Kinison became a big deal.










c.
 
(
big deal

 )
 — used to express one's contempt for something regarded as impressive or important by another person.









2.
 
a good (or great) deal





a.
 
a large amount




•
 
I don't know a great deal about politics.










b.
 
to a considerable extent




•
 
she had gotten to know him a good deal better.















3.
 
cut a deal








‹informal›

 make an agreement




•
 
he had gone to the board of directors with his new robot design and cut a deal.















4.
 
it's a deal








‹informal›

 used to express one's assent to an agreement.









5.
 
no big deal








‹informal›

 used to indicate that something is of little consequence




•
 
We had a casual conversation about it. No big deal.















6.
 
the deal








‹informal›

 the situation or state of affairs




•
 
what's the deal with you and that guy?




•
 
big double standards exist, but he knows the deal.















7.
 
the real deal








‹informal›

 a person or thing considered to be a genuine or supremely good example of their kind




•
 
their love affair seems pretty close to the real deal




•
 
Craig is the real deal, an American running legend.





















– origin

 Old English 
dǣlan

 ‘divide,’ ‘participate,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
deel

 and German 
Teil

 ‘part’ (noun), also to dole
 1
 . The sense ‘divide’ gave rise to ‘distribute,’ hence 
sense

 1 
of the

 verb and 
sense

 4 
of the

 verb ; the sense ‘participate’ gave rise to ‘have dealings with,’ hence 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb and 
sense

 3 
of the

 verb.






deal2


 
/dēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fir or pine wood, especially when sawn into planks of a standard size.




2.
 
a plank of fir or pine sawn into a standard size.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
dele

 ‘plank.’





deal-breaker






noun




(in business and politics) a factor or issue that, if unresolved during negotiations, would cause one party to withdraw from a deal.













de-alcoholize

 
/dēˈalkəhôˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
de-alcoholized

 )


1.
 
remove the alcohol from (a normally alcoholic drink)




•
 
de-alcoholized beer.



















dealer

 
/ˈdēlər/






noun



1.
 
a person or business that buys and sells goods




•
 
a car dealer.










2.
 
a person who buys and sells shares, securities, or other financial assets as a principal (rather than as a broker or agent).

See also broker-dealer
 .




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person who buys and sells drugs




•
 
he posed as a dealer willing to buy heroin.










4.
 
the player who distributes the cards at the start of a game or hand.













dealership

 
/ˈdēlərˌSHip/






noun




an establishment authorized to buy and sell specific goods, especially motor vehicles


[with 
modifier

 ]


•
 
his family owns a car dealership.



















dealfish

 
/ˈdēlˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a slender silvery fish with a dorsal fin running the length of the body, living in the northeastern Atlantic.

[
Trachipterus arcticus

 , family 
Trachipteridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from deal
 2
 in the sense ‘board’ (with reference to its shape) + fish
 1
 .





deal flow






noun




the quantity of investment opportunities available at a given time to a particular company or investor or within a particular region or market sector




•
 
the firm started to get much more deal flow




•
 
low deal flow has put pressure on loan pricing as banks bid aggressively to win business.



















dealign

 
/ˌdēəˈlīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a voter) withdraw allegiance to a political party.








II.
 
derivatives





dealignment






noun





















dealing

 
/ˈdēliNG/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
dealings

 )
 — a business relation or transaction




•
 
they had dealings with an insurance company.










2.
 
a personal connection or association with someone




•
 
my dealings with David consisted of giving him his late-night formula.










3.
 
the activity of buying and selling a particular commodity




•
 
car dealing




•
 
drug dealing.










4.
 
the particular way in which someone behaves toward others




•
 
fair dealing came naturally to him.



















deallocate

 
/dēˈaləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 return (allocated memory) to the store of available RAM.








II.
 
derivatives





deallocation

 
/dēˌaləˈkāSHən /






noun





















dealmaker

 
/ˈdēlˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who is skilled at bringing commercial or political deals to a satisfactory conclusion.








II.
 
derivatives





dealmaking






noun





















dealt

 
/delt/






past participle of deal
 1
 .









deamination

 
/dēˌamiˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the removal of an amino group from an amino acid or other compound.








II.
 
derivatives





deaminated

 
/dēˈaməˌnātid /






adjective






















dean1


 
/dēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the head of a college or university faculty or department




•
 
the dean of the law school.










2.
 
a college or university official, especially one with disciplinary and advisory functions




•
 
the dean of students.










3.
 
the leader or senior member of a group




•
 
the dean of California winemakers.










4.
 
the head of the chapter of a cathedral or collegiate church.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deien

 , from late Latin 
decanus

 ‘chief of a group of ten,’ from 
decem

 ‘ten.’ Compare with doyen
 .





dean2


 
/dēn/






noun




variant spelling of dene
 1
 .













Dean, Dizzy

 
/dēn/






(1911–74), US baseball player and broadcaster; born 
Jay Hanna Dean

 . He pitched for the St. Louis Cardinals 1930–37 and the Chicago Cubs 1938–41. Baseball Hall of Fame (1953).









Dean, Howard Brush III






(1948–), US politician and physician. After being a six-term governor of Vermont 1981–2003 and running unsuccessfully for the 2004 Democratic presidential nomination, he served as chairman of the Democratic National Committee 2005–09.









Dean, James






(1931–55), US actor; full name 
James Byron Dean

 . Although he starred in only three movies before dying in a car accident, he became a cult figure closely identified with the title role of 
Rebel Without a Cause

 (1955), symbolizing for many the disaffected youth of the postwar era. Other movies: 
East of Eden

 (1955) and 
Giant

 (1956).









Dean, John






(1938–), US political adviser; full name 
John Wesley III Dean

 . After serving as presidential counsel to Richard Nixon, he became the chief witness in the Watergate hearings 1973–74, was convicted of conspiracy, and served four months in prison. He wrote 
Blind Ambition

 (1976).









deanery

 
/ˈdēnərē/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the group of parishes presided over by a rural dean.




2.
 
the official residence of a dean.




3.
 
the position or office of a dean.













dean's list






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a list of students recognized for academic achievement during a semester by the dean of the college they attend.














dear

 
/dir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
regarded with deep affection; cherished by someone




•
 
a dear friend




•
 
he is very 
dear to

 me.










2.
 
used in speech as a way of addressing a person in a polite way




•
 
Martin, my dear fellow.










3.
 
used as part of the polite introduction to a letter, especially in a formula denoting the degree of formality involved




•
 
Dear Sir or Madam.










4.
 
endearing; sweet




•
 
a 
dear little

 puppy.










5.
 
expensive.




6.
 
(of money) available as a loan only at a high rate of interest.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
used as an affectionate or friendly form of address




•
 
don't you worry, dear.










2.
 
a sweet or endearing person.








III.
 
adverb




at a high cost




•
 
they buy property cheaply and sell dear.














IV.
 
exclamation




used in expressions of surprise, dismay, or sympathy




•
 
oh dear, I've upset you.














V.
 
phrases





for dear life






see life
 .












VI.
 
derivatives





dearness

 
/ˈdirnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dēore

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dier

 ‘beloved,’ also to Dutch 
duur

 and German 
teuer

 ‘expensive.’





Dearborn

 
/ˈdi(ə)rˌbôrn, -bərn/






a city in southeastern Michigan, southwest of Detroit, home to the Ford Motor Company and to the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village; pop. 86,477 (est. 2008).









dearest

 
/dirist/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
most loved or cherished




•
 
one of my dearest friends.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 most expensive




•
 
beer is dearest in Germany.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
used as an affectionate form of address to a much-loved person




•
 
you make me so happy, dearest.











2.


•
 
I was going to miss my dearest.



















dearie

 
/ˈdērē/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used as a friendly or condescending form of address.













Dear John letter

 
Dear John






noun






‹informal›

 a letter from a woman to a man, especially a serviceman, terminating a personal relationship




•
 
a young officer gets his Dear John letter.



















dearly

 
/ˈdirlē/






adverb



1.
 
very much




•
 
he loved his parents dearly.










2.
 
with much loss or suffering; at great cost




•
 
freedom to worship our religion has been bought dearly.



















dearth

 
/dərTH/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a scarcity or lack of something




•
 
there is 
a dearth of

 evidence.

















– origin

 Middle English 
derthe

 (originally in the sense ‘shortage and dearness of food’) (see dear
 , -th
 2
 ).






death

 
/deTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of dying or being killed; the end of the life of a person or organism




•
 
I don't believe in life after death




•
 
an increase in deaths from skin cancer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a death sentence.










2.
 
the state of being dead




•
 
even in death, she was beautiful.










3.
 
the permanent ending of vital processes in a cell or tissue.




4.
 
(
Death

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — the personification of the power that destroys life, often represented in art and literature as a skeleton or an old man holding a scythe.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the destruction or permanent end of something




•
 
the death of her hopes.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a damaging or destructive state of affairs




•
 
to be driven to a dance by one's father would be social death.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at death's door






(especially in hyperbolic use) so ill that one might die.









2.
 
be the death of






(often used hyperbolically or humorously) cause someone's death




•
 
you'll be the death of me with all your questions.















3.
 
be in at the death





a.
 
be present when a hunted animal is caught and killed.




b.
 
be present when something fails or comes to an end.









4.
 
catch one's death (of cold)








‹informal›

 catch a severe cold or chill.









5.
 
do someone to death






kill someone.









6.
 
do something to death






perform or repeat something so frequently that it becomes tediously familiar




•
 
a subject that has been done to death by generations of painters.















7.
 
a fate worse than death






a terrible experience, especially that of seduction or rape.









8.
 
like death warmed over (or up)








‹informal›

 extremely tired or ill.









9.
 
a matter of life and death






see life
 .









10.
 
put someone to death






kill someone, especially with official sanction.









11.
 
till (or until) death us do part






for as long as both people in a couple live.

[from the marriage service in the 
Book of Common Prayer

 .]









12.
 
to death





a.
 
used of a particular action or process that results in someone's death




•
 
he was stabbed to death.










b.
 
used to emphasize the extreme nature of a specific action, feeling, or state of mind




•
 
I'm 
sick to death

 of you




•
 
the story 
scared

 me 
to death

 .















13.
 
to the death






until dead




•
 
a fight to the death.


















III.
 
derivatives





deathlike

 
/ˈdeTHˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dēath

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dood

 and German 
Tod

 , also to die
 1
 .





death adder






noun




a venomous Australian snake that has a thin wormlike tail, which it uses to lure birds and other prey.

[Genus 
Acanthophis

 , family 
Elapidae

 : three species, in particular 
A. antarcticus

 .]













deathbed

 
/ˈdeTHbed/






noun



1.
 
the bed where someone is dying or has died.




2.
 
used in reference to the time when someone is dying




•
 
she visited him on his deathbed




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a deathbed confession.




















death benefit






noun




the amount paid to a beneficiary upon the death of an insured person.

Also called face amount
 .













death blow

 
/ˈdeTH ˈˌblō/






noun



1.
 
an impact or stroke that causes death.




2.
 
an event, circumstance, or action that ends something abruptly




•
 
it was Galileo Galilei who 
dealt the death blow to

 the geocentric theory.



















death camp

 
/ˈdeTH ˈˌkamp/






noun




a prison camp, especially one for political prisoners or prisoners of war, in which many die from poor conditions and treatment or from mass execution.













death cap






noun




a deadly poisonous toadstool with a pale olive-green cap and white gills, growing in broadleaved woodland in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Amanita phalloides

 , family 
Amanitaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













death certificate

 
/deTH ˌsərˈtifəkāt/






noun




an official statement, signed by a physician, of the cause, date, and place of a person's death.













death-dealing

 
/ˈdeTHˌdēliNG/






adjective




capable of causing death




•
 
death-dealing drugs.



















death futures






plural noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 life insurance policies of terminally ill people, purchased by a third party at less than their mature value as a form of short-term investment.

See also viatical settlement
 .













death house

 
/deTH houz/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the building in which prisoners are kept in preparation for execution.














death instinct






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 an innate desire for self-annihilation, thought to be manifest in the conservative and regressive tendency of the psyche to reduce tension.

Compare with life instinct
 .













death knell

 
/ˈdeTH ˌnel/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the tolling of a bell to mark someone's death.




2.
 
used to refer to the imminent destruction or failure of something




•
 
the chaos may 
sound the death knell for

 the peace plan.



















deathless

 
/ˈdeTHləs/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 
‹humorous›

 immortal




•
 
deathless beauty




•
 
he died before his song could be recorded, but his compositions are deathless.














II.
 
derivatives





deathlessness






noun





















deathly

 
/ˈdeTHlē/






adjective



1.
 
resembling or suggestive of death




•
 
a deathly hush fell over the breakfast table




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she felt deathly cold.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 of, relating to, or causing death




•
 
an eagle carrying a snake in its deathly grasp.



















death mask

 
/ˈdeTH ˈˌmask/






noun




a plaster cast taken of a dead person's face, used to make a mask or model.













deathmatch

 
/ˈdeTHˌmaCH/






noun



1.
 
(in wrestling) a match in which many of the normal rules do not apply, typically leading to a more violent contest.




2.
 
(in computer gaming) a mode of play in which the aim is to kill the characters controlled by other players.













death metal






noun




a form of heavy metal music using lyrics preoccupied with death, suffering, and destruction.













death penalty

 
/ˈdeTH ˌpenəltē/






noun




the punishment of execution, administered to someone legally convicted of a capital crime.













death rate

 
/ˈdeTH ˈˌrāt/






noun




the ratio of deaths to the population of a particular area during a particular period of time, usually calculated as the number of deaths per one thousand people per year.













death rattle

 
/ˈdeTH ˈˌradl/






noun




a gurgling sound heard in a dying person's throat.













death row

 
/ˌdeTH ˈrō/






noun




a prison block or section for prisoners sentenced to death




•
 
a convicted killer 
on death row

 .



















death sentence

 
//






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a sentence to be put to death for a capital crime.




2.
 
a disastrous result or outcome




•
 
the market crash was a death sentence for many dot-coms.



















death's head

 
/ˈde(TH)s ˈˌhed/






noun




a human skull as a symbol of mortality.













death's-head hawk moth






noun




a large dark European hawk moth with a skull-like marking on the thorax and a very large caterpillar.

[
Acherontia atropos

 , family 
Sphingidae

 .]













death song






noun




a song sung before or after someone's death or to commemorate the dead.













death spiral






noun



1.
 
a spiraling downward path taken by an aircraft that is out of control




•
 
the plane went into a death spiral and then a nose dive.










2.
 
used in reference to a rapidly worsening situation, typically one that ends in disaster




•
 
when demand dipped, it sent a lot of vineyards into a death spiral




•
 
his career is in a death spiral.










3.
 
(in pairs skating) a move in which the man pivots on one foot while the woman, stretched out almost parallel to the ice and holding on to his outstretched hand, circles around him with one skate on the ice




•
 
the death spiral is performed by almost every skating pair.



















death squad

 
/ˈdeTH ˌskwäd/






noun




an armed paramilitary group formed to kill particular people, especially political opponents.













death stare

 
death glare






noun






‹informal›

 a hostile or contemptuous look directed at a particular person




•
 
Bruce gave her a death stare that was even detectable through his sunglasses.




















death tax






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 another term for estate tax
 , inheritance tax
 .













death toll

 
/ˈdeTH ˈˌtōl/






noun




the number of deaths resulting from a particular cause, especially an accident, battle, or natural disaster.













death trap

 
deathtrap






noun




a place, structure, or vehicle that is potentially dangerous




•
 
the theaters were often death traps.



















Death Valley






a deep arid desert basin below sea level in southeastern California and southwestern Nevada, the hottest and driest part of North America. It contains the lowest point in the US at Badwater, which is 282 feet (86 m) below sea level.









death warrant






noun




an official order for the execution of a condemned person




•
 


‹figurative›

 in making his announcement he has signed his political death warrant.



















deathwatch

 
/ˈdeTHwäCH/






noun



1.
 
a vigil kept beside a dead or dying individual.




2.
 
a guard set over a person due for execution.




3.
 
(also 
deathwatch beetle

 )
 — a small beetle with larvae that bore into dead wood and structural timbers, causing considerable damage. The adult makes a sound like a watch ticking that was formerly believed to portend death.

[
Xestobium rufovillosum

 , family 
Anobiidae

 .]













death wish

 
/ˈdeTH ˌwiSH/






noun




a desire for someone's death, especially an unconscious desire for one's own death.

Compare with death instinct
 .













deattribute

 
/ˌdēəˈtribyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease to attribute (a work of art) to a particular artist.








II.
 
derivatives





deattribution

 
/dēˌatrəˈbyo͞oSHən /






noun





















deb

 
/deb/






noun






‹informal›

 short for debutante
 .













debacle

 
/dāˈbäk(ə)l dəˈbäk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a sudden and ignominious failure; a fiasco




•
 
the economic debacle that became known as the Great Depression.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
débâcle

 , from 
débâcler

 ‘unleash,’ from 
dé-

 ‘un-’ + 
bâcler

 ‘to bar’ (from Latin 
baculum

 ‘staff’).





debag

 
/dēˈbaɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 remove the pants of (someone) as a joke or punishment.













deballast

 
/dēˈbaləst/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove ballast from (a ship) in order to increase its buoyancy.













debar

 
/dēˈbär/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be debarred

 )


1.
 
exclude or prohibit (someone) officially from doing something




•
 
people declaring that they were HIV-positive could be debarred entry.














II.
 
derivatives





debarment

 
/dēˈbärmənt/






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
débarrer

 , from Old French 
desbarrer

 ‘unbar,’ from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
barrer

 ‘to bar.’





debark1


 
/dēˈbärk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave a ship or aircraft.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — unload (cargo or troops) from a ship or aircraft.








II.
 
derivatives





debarkation

 
/ˌdēbärˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
débarquer

 .





debark2


 
/dēˈbärk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (the bark) from a tree.













debase

 
/dəˈbās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce (something) in quality or value; degrade




•
 
the love episodes debase the dignity of the drama.










2.
 
lower the moral character of (someone)




•
 
war debases people.










3.
 


‹historical›

 lower the value of (coinage) by reducing the content of precious metal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
debasement

 
/dəˈbāsmənt /






noun













2.
 
debaser

 
/dəˈbāsər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘humiliate, belittle’): from de-
 ‘down’ + the obsolete verb 
base

 (compare with abase
 ), expressing the notion ‘bring down completely.’





debased

 
/diˈbāst dēˈbāst/






adjective




reduced in quality or value




•
 
the debased traditions of sportsmanship.



















debatable

 
/dəˈbādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
open to discussion or argument




•
 
it is debatable whether the country is coming out of recession.










2.
 


‹historical›

 (of land) on the border between two countries and claimed by each.








II.
 
derivatives





debatably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















debate

 
/dəˈbāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal discussion on a particular topic in a public meeting or legislative assembly, in which opposing arguments are put forward.




2.
 
an argument about a particular subject, especially one in which many people are involved




•
 
the national 
debate on

 abortion




•
 
there has been much debate about prices.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
argue about (a subject), especially in a formal manner




•
 
the board debated his proposal




•
 
the date when people first entered America is hotly debated.










2.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — consider a possible course of action in one's mind before reaching a decision




•
 
he debated whether he should leave the matter alone or speak to her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be open to debate






be unproven; require further discussion.









2.
 
under debate






being discussed or disputed.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
battere

 ‘to fight.’





debater

 
/dəˈbādər/






noun




a person who argues about a subject, especially in a formal manner




•
 
he is a skilled debater and has a deep command of the issues.



















debating point

 
/dəˈbādiNG dēˈbādiNG point/






noun




an extraneous proposition or inessential piece of information used to gain advantage in a debate.














debauch

 
/dəˈbôCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy or debase the moral purity of; corrupt.




2.
 


‹dated›

 seduce (a woman)




•
 
he debauched sixteen schoolgirls.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a bout of excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures, especially eating and drinking.




2.
 
the habit or practice of indulgence in sensual pleasures; debauchery




•
 
his life had been spent in debauch.














III.
 
derivatives





debaucher






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
débaucher

 (verb) ‘turn away from one's duty,’ from Old French 
desbaucher

 , of uncertain ultimate origin.





debauched

 
/dəˈbôCHt/






adjective




indulging in or characterized by sensual pleasures to a degree perceived to be morally harmful; dissolute




•
 
a debauched lifestyle.



















debauchee

 
/dəˌbôˈCHē/





I.
 
noun




a person given to excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
débauché

 ‘turned away from duty,’ past participle of 
débaucher

 (see debauch
 ).





debauchery

 
/dəˈbôCHərē/






noun




excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures.













debeak

 
/dēˈbēk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the upper part of the beak of (a bird) to prevent it from injuring other birds


(as 
noun

 
debeaking

 )


•
 
debeaking is thought to cause chickens chronic pain.




















de Beauvoir, Simone

 
/də bōˈvwär, də ˈbōˌvwär/






(1908–86), French existentialist philosopher, novelist, and feminist. Her best-known work is 
The Second Sex

 (1949), a central book of the “second wave” of feminism. She was closely associated with Jean-Paul Sartre.









debenture

 
/dəˈben(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unsecured loan certificate issued by a company, backed by general credit rather than by specified assets.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a long-term security yielding a fixed rate of interest, issued by a company and secured against assets.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a voucher issued by a royal household, giving the right to claim payment for goods or services): from Latin 
debentur

 ‘are owing’ (from 
debere

 ‘owe’), used as the first word of a certificate recording a debt. The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





debilitate

 
/dəˈbiləˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) weak and infirm




•
 
a weakness that debilitates him despite his overwhelming physical might




•
 (as 
adj.

 
debilitated

 )
 
a debilitated patient.










2.
 
hinder, delay, or weaken




•
 
hard drugs destroy families and debilitate communities.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
debilitation

 
/dəˌbiləˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
debilitative

 
/diˈbiliˌtātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
debilitat-

 ‘weakened,’ from the verb 
debilitare

 , from 
debilitas

 (see debility
 ).





debilitating

 
/dəˈbiləˌtādiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or condition) making someone very weak and infirm




•
 
debilitating back pain.










2.
 
tending to weaken something




•
 
the debilitating effects of underinvestment.














II.
 
derivatives





debilitatingly






adverb






















debility

 
/dəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun




physical weakness, especially as a result of illness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
debilite

 , from Latin 
debilitas

 , from 
debilis

 ‘weak.’






debit

 
/ˈdebit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an entry recording an amount owed, listed on the left-hand side or column of an account.

The opposite of credit
 .




2.
 
a payment made or owed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be debited

 )


1.
 
(of a bank or other financial organization) remove (an amount of money) from a customer's account, typically as payment for services or goods




•
 
$10,000 was debited from their account.










2.
 
remove an amount of money from (a bank account)




•
 
the tag on the rear window automatically activates the pump and debits any major credit card.














III.
 
phrases





on the debit side






as an unsatisfactory aspect of the situation




•
 
on the debit side, they predict a rise in book prices.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘debt’): from French 
débit

 , from Latin 
debitum

 ‘something owed’ (see debt
 ). The verb sense dates from the 17th cent.; the current noun sense from the late 18th cent.





debit card

 
/ˈdebit ˌkärd/






noun




a card issued by a bank allowing the holder to transfer money electronically to another bank account when making a purchase.













debonair

 
/ˌdebəˈner/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man) confident, stylish, and charming.








II.
 
derivatives





debonairly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘meek or courteous’): from Old French 
debonaire

 , from 
de bon aire

 ‘of good disposition.’





debone

 
/dēˈbōn/






verb




remove the bones from (meat, poultry, or fish), especially before cooking.













Deborah

 
/ˈdeb(ə)rə/






a biblical prophet and leader who inspired the Israelite army to defeat the Canaanites. The “Song of Deborah,” a song of victory attributed to her, is thought to be one of the oldest sections of the Bible.









deboss

 
/dēˈbäs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
debossed

 )


1.
 
stamp (a design) into the surface of an object so that it is indented




•
 
debossed awareness bracelets.










2.
 
stamp a design into the surface of (an object)




•
 
the shoulders of the lemon-yellow bottle are debossed with lemons.














II.
 
derivatives





debosser






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from de-
 and emboss
 .





debouch

 
/dəˈbouCH dəˈbo͞oSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emerge from a narrow or confined space into a wide, open area




•
 
the soldiers debouched from their jeeps and dispersed among the trees




•
 
the stream finally debouches into a silent pool.














II.
 
derivatives





debouchment

 
/dəˈbo͞oSHmənt dēˈbo͞oSHmənt dəˈbouCHmənt dēˈbouCHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
déboucher

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + 
bouche

 ‘mouth’ (from Latin 
bucca

 ‘cheek’).





debouchure

 
/dibo͞oˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
noun




the mouth of a river or valley.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of embouchure
 , on the pattern of 
debouch

 .





Debrecen

 
/ˌdebrətˈsen/






an industrial and commercial city in eastern Hungary; pop. 206,225 (2009).









debridement

 
/dəˈbrēdmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the removal of damaged tissue or foreign objects from a wound.








II.
 
derivatives





debride






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
débrider

 , literally ‘unbridle,’ based on 
bride

 ‘bridle’ (of Germanic origin).





debrief

 
/dēˈbrēf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
question (someone, typically a soldier or spy) about a completed mission or undertaking




•
 
together they debriefed their two colleagues




•
 (as 
noun

 
debriefing

 )
 
during his debriefing, he exposed two Russian spies.














II.
 
noun




a series of questions about a completed mission or undertaking.








III.
 
derivatives





debriefer






noun





















debris

 
/dəˈbrē ˌdāˈbrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
scattered fragments, typically of something wrecked or destroyed




•
 
the bomb hits it, showering debris from all sides.










2.
 
loose natural material consisting especially of broken pieces of rock




•
 
a stable arrangement of planets, comets, and debris orbiting the sun.










3.
 
dirt or refuse




•
 
clean away any collected dust or debris.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
débris

 , from obsolete 
débriser

 ‘break down.’





de Broglie, Louis-Victor

 
/də ˈbrôyə, də ˈbroi/






Prince (1892–1987), French physicist. He was the first to suggest that subatomic particles can also have the properties of waves, and his name is now applied to such a wave. Nobel Prize for Physics (1929).









Debs, Eugene V.

 
/debz/






(1855–1926), US labor union leader; full name 
Eugene Victor Debs

 . A founding member of the International Labor Union and the Industrial Workers of the World, he ran for the US presidency five times as the Socialist Party candidate.










debt

 
/det/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something, typically money, that is owed or due




•
 
I paid off my debts




•
 
a way to reduce Third World debt.










2.
 
the state of owing money




•
 
the firm is heavily 
in debt

 .










3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a feeling of gratitude for a service or favor




•
 
we owe them a debt of thanks.














II.
 
phrases





be in someone's debt






owe gratitude to someone for a service or favor.















– origin

 Middle English 
dette

 : from Old French, based on Latin 
debitum

 ‘something owed,’ past participle of 
debere

 ‘owe.’ The spelling change in French and English was by association with the Latin word.





debt ceiling






noun




an upper limit set on the amount of money that a government may borrow




•
 
on Friday, Congress raised the debt ceiling by $800 million.



















debt counselor






noun




a person who offers professional advice on methods of debt repayment.













debt-free






adjective




not owing any money




•
 
the family business is healthy and completely debt-free.



















debt of honor






noun




a debt that is not legally recoverable, especially one incurred in gambling.













debtor

 
/ˈdedər/






noun




a person or institution that owes a sum of money.













debt relief






noun




the partial or total remission of debts, especially those owed by developing countries to external creditors.













debt security






noun




a negotiable or tradable liability or loan.













debt swap

 
debt-for-nature swap






noun




a transaction in which a foreign exchange debt owed by a developing country is transferred to another organization on the condition that the country use local currency for a designated purpose, usually environmental protection.













debt trap






noun




a situation in which a debt is difficult or impossible to repay, typically because high interest payments prevent repayment of the principal




•
 
a new personal bankruptcy law aims to help individuals free themselves from the debt trap




•
 
countries like Greece and Portugal are already caught in a debt trap.



















debug

 
/dēˈbəɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
identify and remove errors from (computer hardware or software)




•
 
games are the worst to debug




•
 (as 
noun

 
debugging

 )
 
software debugging.










2.
 
detect and remove concealed microphones from (an area).




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 remove insects from (something), especially with a pesticide.








II.
 
noun




the process of identifying and removing errors from computer hardware or software.













debugger

 
/dēˈbəɡər/






noun




a computer program that assists in the detection and correction of errors in computer programs.













debunk

 
/dēˈbəNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expose the falseness or hollowness of (a myth, idea, or belief)




•
 
the magazine that debunks claims of the paranormal.










2.
 
reduce the inflated reputation of (someone), especially by ridicule




•
 
comedy takes delight in debunking heroes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
debunker

 
/ˌdēˈbəNGkər /






noun













2.
 
debunkery






noun





















deburr

 
/dēˈbər /

 
debur






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
neaten and smooth the rough edges or ridges of (an object, typically one made of metal)




•
 
hand tools for deburring holes in metal.



















Debussy, Claude

 
/ˌdebyo͝oˈsē, ˌdā-/






(1862–1918), French composer and critic; full name 
Achille Claude Debussy

 . He incorporated the ideas of impressionist art and symbolist poetry into music, using melodies based on the whole-tone scale and delicate harmonies that exploit overtones.









debut

 
/dāˈbyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's first appearance or performance in a particular capacity or role




•
 
the film marked his debut as a director.










2.
 
the first public appearance of a new product or presentation of a theatrical show




•
 
the car makes its world debut.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the first recording or publication of a group, singer, or writer




•
 
a debut album.










4.
 


‹dated›

 the first appearance of a debutante in society.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform in public for the first time




•
 
the Rolling Stones debuted at the Marquee.










2.
 
(of a new product) be launched




•
 
the model is expected to debut at $19,000.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a company) launch (a new product)




•
 
the company is to debut new software.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
début

 , from 
débuter

 ‘lead off.’





debutant

 
/ˈdebyəˌtänt/





I.
 
noun




a person making a first appearance in a career or in fashionable society.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
débutant

 ‘leading off,’ from the verb 
débuter

 .






debutante

 
/ˈdebyəˌtänt/





I.
 
noun




an upper-class young woman making her first appearance in fashionable society.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
débutante

 (feminine) ‘leading off,’ from the verb 
débuter

 .





debye

 
/dəˈbī /

 
debye unit





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a unit used to express electric dipole moments of molecules. One debye is equal to 3.336 × 1030
 coulomb meter.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Debye, Peter
 .






Debye, Peter

 
/dəˈbī/






(1884–1966), US chemical physicist; born in the Netherlands; full name 
Peter Joseph William Debye

 . He is noted for establishing the existence of permanent electric dipole moments in many molecules, for demonstrating the use of these to determine molecular size and shape, and for modifying Einstein's theory of specific heats as applied to solids. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1936).









dec.






abbreviation




deceased.













Dec.






abbreviation




December.














deca-

 
/ˈdekə /

 
dec-





I.
 
combining form




(used commonly in units of measurement) ten; having ten




•
 
decahedron




•
 
decane.

















– origin

 from Greek 
deka

 ‘ten.’





decad

 
/ˈdekad/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a group or set of ten.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
dekas

 , 
decad-

 , from 
deka

 ‘ten.’





decade

 
/ˈdekād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of ten years




•
 
he taught at the university for nearly a decade.










2.
 
a period of ten years beginning with a year ending in 0 (or, by another reckoning, 1)




•
 
the fourth decade of the nineteenth century.










3.
 
a set, series, or group of ten, in particular




4.
 

/ˈdekid /

 — each of the five divisions of each chapter of the rosary.








II.
 
derivatives





decadal

 
/ˈdekədl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting each of ten parts of a literary work): via Old French and late Latin from Greek 
deka

 ‘ten.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 17th cent. / 
usage:

 Note that when 
decade

 means ‘a division of the rosary,’ the pronunciation is distinct: the stress is on 
dec-

 , but the second syllable sounds like 
id

 , not 
ade

 .






decadence

 
/ˈdekədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
moral or cultural decline as characterized by excessive indulgence in pleasure or luxury




•
 
he denounced Western decadence.










2.
 
luxurious self-indulgence




•
 
“French” connotes richness and decadence, and that's the idea of this ice cream.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
décadence

 , from medieval Latin 
decadentia

 ; related to decay
 .





decadent

 
/ˈdekəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or reflecting a state of moral or cultural decline.




2.
 
luxuriously self-indulgent




•
 
a decadent soak in a scented bath.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is luxuriously self-indulgent.




2.
 
(often 
Decadent

 )
 — a member of a group of late-19th-cent. French and English poets associated with the Aesthetic Movement.








III.
 
derivatives





decadently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
décadent

 , from medieval Latin 
decadentia

 (see decadence
 ).






decaf

 
/ˈdēkaf /

 

‹informal›


 
decaff





I.
 
adjective




decaffeinated




•
 
a decaf cappuccino




•
 
decaf iced tea.














II.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 decaffeinated coffee




•
 
I've switched to decaf in the evenings.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





decaffeinate

 
/dēˈkafəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
decaffeinated

 )


1.
 
remove most or all of the caffeine from (coffee or tea)




•
 
decaffeinated coffee.














II.
 
derivatives





decaffeination

 
/dēˌkafəˈnāSHən /






noun





















decagon

 
/ˈdekəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with ten straight sides and angles.








II.
 
derivatives





decagonal

 
/dekˈaɡ(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
dekagōnon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
dekagōnos

 ‘ten-angled.’





decagram

 
/ˈdekəˌɡram /

 
dekagram






noun




a metric unit of mass or weight, equal to 10 grams.













decahedron

 
/ˌdekəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure with ten plane faces.








II.
 
derivatives





decahedral

 
/-drəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from deca-
 ‘ten’ + -hedron
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polyhedron

 .





decal

 
/ˈdēkal/





I.
 
noun




a design prepared on special paper for transfer onto another surface such as glass, porcelain, or metal.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of decalcomania
 .





decalcified

 
/dēˈkalsəˌfīd/





I.
 
adjective




(of rock or bone) containing a reduced quantity of calcium salts




•
 
decalcified chalk.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decalcification

 
/ˌdēˌkalsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
decalcifier

 
/-ˌfīər /






noun






















decalcomania

 
/dēˌkalkəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of transferring designs from prepared paper onto glass or porcelain.




2.
 
a technique used by some surrealist artists that involves pressing paint between sheets of paper.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
décalcomanie

 , from 
décalquer

 ‘transfer a tracing’ + 
-manie

 ‘-mania’ (with reference to the enthusiasm for the process in the 1860s).





decaliter

 
/ˈdekəˌlēdər /

 
dekaliter
 , dal
 , dkl






noun




a metric unit of capacity, equal to 10 liters.













Decalogue

 
/ˈdekəˌlôɡ ˈdekəˌläɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Decalogue

 )


1.
 
the Ten Commandments.











– origin

 late Middle English: via French and ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
dekalogos (biblos

 ) ‘(book of) the Ten Commandments,’ from 
hoi deka logoi

 ‘the Ten Commandments’ (literally ‘the ten sayings’).





Decameron

 
/diˈkamərən, -ˌrän/






a work by Boccaccio, written between 1348 and 1358, containing a hundred tales supposedly told in ten days by a party of ten young people who had fled from the Black Death in Florence. The work was influential on later writers such as Chaucer and Shakespeare.









decameter

 
/ˈdekəˌmēdər /

 
dekameter
 , dam
 , dkm





I.
 
noun




a metric unit of length, equal to 10 meters.








II.
 
derivatives





decametric

 
/ˌdekəˈmetrik /






adjective





















decamp

 
/dəˈkamp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
depart suddenly or secretly, especially to relocate one's business or household in another area




•
 
now he has 
decamped to

 Hollywood.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 break up or leave a military camp




•
 
the armies of both chiefs had decamped.














II.
 
derivatives





decampment

 
/dəˈkampmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
décamper

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + 
camp

 ‘camp.’





decan

 
/ˈdekən/





I.
 
noun






[Astrology]

 each of three equal ten-degree divisions of a sign of the zodiac.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
decanus

 ‘chief of a group of ten’ (see dean
 1
 ).






decanal

 
/ˈdekənl, diˈkānl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a dean or deanery.




2.
 
relating to or denoting the south side of the choir of a church, the side on which the dean sits.

The opposite of cantorial
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
decanalis

 , from late Latin 
decanus

 (see dean
 1
 ).





decane

 
/ˈdekān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane series, present in petroleum products such as kerosene.

[Chem. formula: C10
 H22
 ; many isomers, esp. the straight-chain isomer (
n

 -decane), which is used as a solvent and in jet fuel research.]













decant

 
/dəˈkant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gradually pour (liquid, typically wine or a solution) from one container into another, especially without disturbing the sediment




•
 
the wine was decanted about 40 minutes before being served.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
decanthare

 , from Latin 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
canthus

 ‘edge, rim’ (used to denote the angular lip of a beaker), from Greek 
kanthos

 ‘corner of the eye.’





decanter

 
/dəˈkan(t)ər/






noun




a stoppered glass container into which wine is decanted.













decapitate

 
/dəˈkapəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off the head of (a person or animal)


(as 
adj.

 
decapitated

 )


•
 
a decapitated body.










2.
 
attempt to undermine (a group or organization) by removing its leaders




•
 
Italy's organized-crime network was decapitated when the godfather of the Sicilian Mafia was arrested.














II.
 
derivatives





decapitator

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
decapitat-

 ‘decapitated,’ from the verb 
decapitare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
caput

 , 
capit-

 ‘head.’





decapitation

 
/dəˌkapəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of cutting off the head of a person or animal




•
 
England's last public decapitation




•
 
shocking scenes of decapitation and murder.










2.
 
an attempt to undermine a group or organization by removing its leaders


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the decapitation strategy has sharply limited Al Qaeda's ability to slaughter people indiscriminately.



















decapitation strike






noun




a debilitating military attack, especially one aimed at the enemy's leadership.













decapod

 
/ˈdekəˌpäd /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a crustacean of the order 
Decapoda

 , such as a shrimp, crab, or lobster.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting decapods.













Decapoda

 
/diˈkapədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of crustaceans that includes shrimps, crabs, and lobsters. They have five pairs of walking legs and are typically marine.




II.
 
a former order of cephalopod mollusks that includes squids and cuttlefishes, having eight arms and two long tentacles.

Compare with Octopoda
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from deca-
 ‘ten’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





decapsulate

 
/dēˈkapsəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Surgery]

 remove the capsule or covering from (a kidney or other encapsulated organ).








II.
 
derivatives





decapsulation

 
/dēˌkapso͝oˈlāSHən /






noun





















decarbonize

 
/dēˈkärbəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove carbon or carbonaceous deposits from (an engine or other metal object).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decarbonization

 
/ˌdēˌkärb(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēˌkärbəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
decarbonizer






noun





















decarboxylase

 
/ˌdēkärˈbäksəˌlās, -ˌlāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the decarboxylation of a particular organic molecule.













decarboxylate

 
/ˌdēkärˈbäksəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 eliminate a carboxylic acid group from (an organic compound).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 undergo the process of decarboxylation.








II.
 
derivatives





decarboxylation

 
/ˌdēˌkärbäksəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















decarburize

 
/dēˈkärb(y)əˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Metallurgy]

 remove carbon from (iron or steel); decarbonize.








II.
 
derivatives





decarburization

 
/ˌdēˌkärb(y)əˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + carburize
 , on the pattern of French 
décarburer

 .





decasyllabic

 
/ˌdekəsiˈlabik /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




(of a metrical line) consisting of ten syllables.








II.
 
noun




(also 
decasyllable

 )
 — a metrical line of ten syllables.













decathlon

 
/dəˈkaTHlən dəˈkaTH(ə)ˌlän/





I.
 
noun




an athletic event taking place over two days, in which each competitor takes part in the same prescribed ten events (100-meter dash, long jump, shot put, high jump, 400-meter dash, 110-meter hurdles, discus, pole vault, javelin, and 1,500-meter run).








II.
 
derivatives





decathlete

 
/dəˈkaTHlēt /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from deca-
 ‘ten’ + Greek 
athlon

 ‘contest.’





Decatur

 
/dəˈkādər/





I.
 
an industrial city in northern Alabama, on the Tennessee River; pop. 56,068 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial and commercial city in central Illinois; pop. 76,256 (est. 2008).









Decatur, Stephen






(1779–1820), US naval officer. He was a daring commander in the Barbary Wars (1803–04 and 1815), and the War of 1812. He is noted for his well-known toast, “Our country! In her intercourse with foreign nations may she always be in the right; but our country, right or wrong!”










decay

 
/dəˈkā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of organic matter) rot or decompose through the action of bacteria and fungi


(as 
adj.

 
decayed

 )


•
 
a decayed cabbage leaf




•
 (as 
adj.

 
decaying

 )
 
the odor of decaying fish.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to rot or decompose




•
 
the fungus will decay soft timber.










3.
 
(of a building or area) fall into disrepair; deteriorate




•
 
urban neighborhoods decay when elevated freeways replace surface roads.










4.
 
decline in quality, power, or vigor




•
 
the moral authority of the party was decaying.










5.
 


[Physics]

 (of a radioactive substance, particle, etc.) undergo change to a different form by emitting radiation




•
 
the trapped radiocarbon begins to decay at a known rate.










6.
 


‹technical›

 (of a physical quantity) undergo a gradual decrease




•
 
the time taken for the current to 
decay to

 zero.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or process of rotting or decomposition




•
 
hardwood is more resistant to decay than softwood




•
 
bacterial decay.










2.
 
structural or physical deterioration




•
 
the old barn rapidly 
fell into decay

 .










3.
 
rotten matter or tissue




•
 
fluoride heals small spots of decay.










4.
 
the process of declining in quality, power, or vigor




•
 
preachers warning of moral decay.










5.
 


[Physics]

 the change of a radioactive substance, particle, etc., into another by the emission of radiation




•
 
the gas radon is produced by the decay of uranium in rocks and soil.










6.
 


‹technical›

 gradual decrease in the magnitude of a physical quantity




•
 
the decay of electrical fields in the electromagnets.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
decair

 , based on Latin 
decidere

 ‘fall down or off,’ from 
de-

 ‘from’ + 
cadere

 ‘fall.’





Deccan

 
/ˈdekən, ˈdekˌan/






a triangular plateau in southern India, bounded by the Malabar Coast in the west, the Coromandel Coast in the east, and the Vindhaya mountains in the north.










decease

 
/dəˈsēs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 death




•
 
a doctor's sudden decease.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 die.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deces

 , from Latin 
decessus

 ‘death,’ past participle (used as a noun) of 
decedere

 ‘to die.’





deceased

 
/dəˈsēst /

 

‹Law formal›






I.
 
noun

 — (
the deceased

 )


1.
 
a person who has died




•
 
in memory of the deceased.














II.
 
adjective




dead; no longer living




•
 
the cremation of a deceased person.



















decedent

 
/dəˈsēdnt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who has died




•
 
to make sure the decedent's property passes to his children.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
decedent-

 ‘dying,’ from the verb 
decedere

 (see decease
 ).





deceit

 
/dəˈsēt/





I.
 
noun




the action or practice of deceiving someone by concealing or misrepresenting the truth




•
 
a web of deceit




•
 
a series of lies and deceits.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, past participle (used as a noun) of 
deceveir

 ‘deceive.’





deceitful

 
/dəˈsētfəl/





I.
 
adjective




guilty of or involving deceit; deceiving or misleading others




•
 
such an act would have been deceitful and irresponsible.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deceitfully

 
/dəˈsētfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
deceitfulness

 
/dəˈsētfəlnəs /






noun





















deceive

 
/dəˈsēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) cause (someone) to believe something that is not true, typically in order to gain some personal advantage




•
 
I didn't intend to 
deceive

 people 
into

 thinking it was French champagne.










2.
 
(of a thing) give a mistaken impression




•
 
the area may seem to offer nothing of interest, but don't be deceived




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
everything about him was intended to deceive.










3.
 
(
deceive oneself

 )
 — fail to admit to oneself that something is true




•
 
enabling the rulers to deceive themselves about the nature of their own rule.










4.
 
be sexually unfaithful to (one's regular partner).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deceivable

 
/dəˈsēvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
deceiver

 
/dəˈsēvər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deceivre

 , from Latin 
decipere

 ‘catch, ensnare, cheat.’





decelerate

 
/dēˈseləˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vehicle, machine, or process) reduce speed; slow down




•
 
international growth rates decelerated in the early 1970s.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move more slowly




•
 
gravity decelerates the cosmic expansion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decelerator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun













2.
 
decelerometer

 
/-ˌseləˈrämitər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + a shortened form of accelerate
 .





deceleration

 
/dēˌseləˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




reduction in speed or rate




•
 
speed brakes enable the aircraft to carry out rapid deceleration




•
 
a deceleration in economic growth.



















December

 
/dəˈsembər/





I.
 
noun




the twelfth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the first month of winter




•
 
the fuel shortage worsened during December




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a December day.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, from 
decem

 ‘ten’ (being originally the tenth month of the Roman year).





Decembrist

 
/dəˈsembrəst/






noun




a member of a group of Russian revolutionaries who in December 1825 led an unsuccessful revolt against Tsar Nicholas I. The leaders were executed and later came to be regarded as martyrs by the Left.













decency

 
/ˈdēsənsē/






noun



1.
 
behavior that conforms to accepted standards of morality or respectability




•
 
she 
had the decency to

 come and confess.










2.
 
modesty and propriety




•
 
a loose dress, rather too low-cut for decency.










3.
 
(
decencies

 )
 — the requirements of accepted or respectable behavior




•
 
an appeal to common decencies.










4.
 
(
decencies

 )
 — things required for a reasonable standard of life




•
 
I can't afford any of the decencies of life.



















decennial

 
/dəˈsenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every ten years




•
 
the decennial census.










2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of ten years




•
 
decennial insurance.














II.
 
derivatives





decennially

 
/dəˈsenēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
decennium

 ‘a decade,’ from 
decennis

 ‘of ten years’ (from 
decem

 ‘ten’ + 
annus

 ‘year’), + -al
 .





decennium

 
/dəˈsenēəm/





I.
 
noun




a decade.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
decem

 ‘ten’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’






decent

 
/ˈdēs(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conforming with generally accepted standards of respectable or moral behavior




•
 
the good name of such a decent and innocent person.










2.
 
appropriate; fitting




•
 
they would meet again after a decent interval.










3.
 
not likely to shock or embarrass others




•
 
a decent high-necked dress.










4.
 


‹informal›

 sufficiently clothed to see visitors




•
 
make yourself decent.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of an acceptable standard; satisfactory




•
 
find me a decent cup of coffee




•
 
people need decent homes.










6.
 
good




•
 
the deer are small: a 14-inch spread is a pretty decent buck.










7.
 
kind, obliging, or generous




•
 
that was pretty awfully decent of him.














II.
 
phrases





do the decent thing






take the most honorable or appropriate course of action, even if is not necessarily in one's own interests




•
 
after his defeat, he should do the decent thing and step down.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘suitable, appropriate’): from Latin 
decent-

 ‘being fitting,’ from the verb 
decere

 .





decenter

 
/ˌdēˈsen(t)ər /

 


‹Brit.›

 decentre






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
displace from the center or from a central position.




2.
 
remove or displace (the individual human subject, such as the author of a text) from a primary place or central role


(as 
noun

 
decentering

 )


•
 
the egocentric infant develops by a progressive decentering.



















decently

 
/ˈdēsən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that conforms with generally accepted standards of respectable or moral behavior




•
 
parents can teach their children how to behave decently




•
 
customers were treated decently.










2.
 
to a fair and appropriate degree; fittingly




•
 
they would like to be decently paid for the work they do




•
 
a decently priced restaurant.










3.
 
in a manner that is not likely to shock or embarrass others




•
 
she must dress decently and not flash too much flesh.










4.
 
to an acceptable or comfortable standard; satisfactorily




•
 
the chances of getting enough cash to live decently are poor




•
 
the interior is decently furnished.










5.
 
fairly well




•
 
he batted decently but not spectacularly




•
 
the thriller was decently received by reviewers.



















decentralization

 
/ˌdēˌsentrələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the transfer of authority from central to local government




•
 
efforts to promote decentralization and reform of the national political party




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the government's decentralization program.










2.
 
the movement of departments of a large organization away from a single administrative center to other locations




•
 
the decentralization of business services.



















decentralize

 
/dēˈsentrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
decentralized

 )


1.
 
transfer (authority) from central to local government




•
 
Canada has one of the most decentralized governments in the world




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
European countries were trying to decentralize.










2.
 
move departments of (a large organization) away from a single administrative center to other locations, usually granting them some degree of autonomy.








II.
 
derivatives





decentralist

 
/-list /






noun, adjective





















deception

 
/dəˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of deceiving someone




•
 
obtaining property by deception.










2.
 
a thing that deceives




•
 
a range of elaborate deceptions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
deceptio(n-)

 , from 
decipere

 ‘deceive.’





deceptive

 
/dəˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective




giving an appearance or impression different from the true one; misleading




•
 
he put the question with deceptive casualness.














II.
 
derivatives





deceptiveness

 
/dəˈseptivnəs /






noun





















deceptively

 
/dəˈseptəvlē/





I.
 
adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in a way or to an extent that gives a misleading impression.




2.
 
to a lesser extent than appears the case




•
 
the idea was deceptively simple.










3.
 
to a greater extent than appears the case




•
 
the airy and deceptively spacious lounge.

















usage:

 
Deceptively

 belongs to a very small set of words whose meaning is genuinely ambiguous in that it can be used in similar contexts to mean both one thing and also its complete opposite. A 
deceptively smooth

 surface is one that appears smooth but in fact is not smooth at all, while a 
deceptively spacious

 room is one that does not look spacious but is in fact 
more

 spacious than it appears. But what is a 
deceptively steep

 gradient? Or a person who is described as 
deceptively strong

 ? To avoid confusion, use with caution (or not at all), unless the context makes clear in what way the thing modified is not what it first appears to be.





decerebrate

 
/dēˈserəˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
decerebrated

 )


1.
 


[Biology]

 remove the cerebrum from (a laboratory animal).








II.
 
derivatives





decerebration

 
/-ˌserəˈbrāSHən /






noun





















decertify

 
/dēˈsərdəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a certificate or certification from (someone or something), typically for failure to comply with a regulating authority's rules or standards.








II.
 
derivatives





decertification

 
/-ˌsərtəfiˈkāSHən /






noun





















dechristianization

 
/dēˌkrisCHənəˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or process or removing Christian influences or characteristics from something




•
 
the dechristianization of modern society.














II.
 
derivatives





dechristianize

 
/-ˈkrisCHəˌnīz /






verb






















deci-

 
/ˈdesi-/





I.
 
combining form




(used commonly in units of measurement) one tenth




•
 
deciliter.

















– origin

 from Latin 
decimus

 ‘tenth.’






decibel

 
/ˈdesəˌbel ˈdesəˌbəl /

 
dB





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit used to measure the intensity of a sound or the power level of an electrical signal by comparing it with a given level on a logarithmic scale.




2.
 
(in general use) a degree of loudness




•
 
his voice went up several decibels.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from deci-
 ‘ten’ + bel
 (the unit being one tenth of a bel).






decide

 
/dəˈsīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come to a resolution in the mind as a result of consideration


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
they decided to appoint someone else




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
you've decided that a hedge is what you want.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to come to a resolution




•
 
this business about the letter decided me.










3.
 
make a choice from a number of alternatives




•
 
she had 
decided on

 her plan of action




•
 
I've 
decided against

 having children.










4.
 
give a judgment concerning a matter or legal case




•
 
the courts decided in favor of the New York claimants




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the judge will decide the case.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — come to a decision about (something)




•
 
we must decide the fates of the people who headed the coup.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — resolve or settle (a question or contest)




•
 
an exciting game was decided in a sudden-death overtime.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decidable

 
/dəˈsīdəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
decider

 
/dəˈsīdər dēˈsīdər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘bring to a settlement’): from French 
décider

 , from Latin 
decidere

 ‘determine,’ from 
de-

 ‘off’ + 
caedere

 ‘cut.’





decided

 
/dəˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a quality) definite; unquestionable




•
 
the sunshine is a decided improvement.










2.
 
(of a person) having clear opinions; resolute.




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a legal case) that has been resolved.








II.
 
derivatives





decidedness






noun





















decidedly

 
/dəˈsīdədlē/






adverb



1.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — undoubtedly; undeniably




•
 
he looked decidedly uncomfortable.










2.
 
in a decisive and confident way




•
 
“No,” Donna said decidedly.



















deciding

 
/diˈsīdiNG/






adjective




serving to resolve or settle something




•
 
quality service is often the 
deciding factor

 for customers.



















decidua

 
/dəˈsijəwə/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the thick layer of modified mucous membrane that lines the uterus during pregnancy and is shed with the afterbirth.








II.
 
derivatives





decidual

 
/dəˈsijo͞oəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
decidua (membrana

 ), literally ‘falling off (membrane).’






deciduous

 
/diˈsijo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a tree or shrub) shedding its leaves annually.

Often contrasted with evergreen
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a tree or shrub) broadleaved.




3.
 
denoting the milk teeth of a mammal, which are shed after a time.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deciduously






adverb













2.
 
deciduousness






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
deciduus

 (from 
decidere

 ‘fall down or off’) + -ous
 .





decile

 
/ˈdeˌsīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 each of ten equal groups into which a population can be divided according to the distribution of values of a particular variable




•
 
the lowest income decile of the population.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 each of the nine values of the random variable that divide a population into ten such groups.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
décile

 , from a medieval Latin derivative of Latin 
decem

 ‘ten.’





deciliter

 
/ˈdesəˌlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 decilitre
 , dl






noun




a metric unit of capacity, equal to one tenth of a liter.














decimal

 
/ˈdes(ə)məl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a system of numbers and arithmetic based on the number ten, tenth parts, and powers of ten




•
 
decimal arithmetic.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a system of currency, weights and measures, or other units in which the smaller units are related to the principal units as powers of ten




•
 
decimal coinage.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a fraction whose denominator is a power of ten and whose numerator is expressed by figures placed to the right of a decimal point.




2.
 
the system of decimal numerical notation.








III.
 
derivatives





decimally






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
decimalis

 (adjective), from Latin 
decimus

 ‘tenth.’





decimalize

 
/ˈdesəməˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a system of coinage or weights and measures) to a decimal system.








II.
 
derivatives





decimalization

 
/ˌdes(ə)mələˈzāSHən ˌdes(ə)məlˌīˈzāSHən /






noun





















decimal place






noun




the position of a digit to the right of a decimal point.













decimal point






noun




a dot placed after the figure representing units in a decimal fraction.













decimate

 
/ˈdesəˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill, destroy, or remove a large percentage or part of




•
 
the project would decimate the fragile wetland wilderness




•
 
the American chestnut, a species decimated by blight.










2.
 
drastically reduce the strength or effectiveness of (something)




•
 
plant viruses that can decimate yields.










3.
 


‹historical›

 kill one in every ten of (a group of soldiers or others) as a punishment for the whole group.








II.
 
derivatives





decimator

 
/-ˌmātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
decimat-

 ‘taken as a tenth,’ from the verb 
decimare

 , from 
decimus

 ‘tenth.’ In Middle English the term 
decimation

 denoted the levying of a tithe, and later the tax imposed in England by Cromwell on the Royalists (1655). The verb 
decimate

 originally alluded to the Roman punishment of executing one man in ten of a mutinous legion. / 
usage:

 Historically, the meaning of the word 
decimate

 is ‘kill one in every ten of (a group of people).’ This sense has been superseded by the later, more general sense ‘kill or destroy a large percentage or part of,’ as in the virus has 
decimated

 the population. Some traditionalists argue that this and other later senses are incorrect, but it is clear that these extended senses are now part of standard English. It is sometimes also argued that 
decimate

 should refer to people and not to things or animals such as weeds or insects. It is generally agreed that 
decimate

 should not be used to mean ‘defeat utterly.’





decimation

 
/ˌdesəˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the killing or destruction of a large proportion of a group or species




•
 
our growing hunger for fish has resulted in the decimation of fish stocks




•
 
the decimation of our rainforests.










2.
 
a drastic reduction in the strength or effectiveness of something




•
 
we need to halt the decimation of this country's manufacturing base




•
 
economic and financial decimation from two world wars.










3.
 


‹historical›

 the killing of one in every ten of a group of people as a punishment for the whole group (originally with reference to a mutinous Roman legion).













decimeter

 
/ˈdesəˌmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 decimetre
 , dm





I.
 
noun




a metric unit of length, equal to one tenth of a meter.








II.
 
derivatives





decimetric

 
/ˌdesəˈmetrik /






adjective





















decipher

 
/dəˈsīfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a text written in code, or a coded signal) into normal language




•
 
enable the government to decipher coded computer transmissions.










2.
 
succeed in understanding, interpreting, or identifying (something)




•
 
an expression she could not decipher came and went upon his face.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decipherable

 
/dəˈsīf(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
decipherment

 
/dəˈsīfərmənt /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from de-
 (expressing reversal) + cipher
 , on the pattern of French 
déchiffrer

 .





decision

 
/dəˈsiZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a conclusion or resolution reached after consideration




•
 
I'll make the decision on my own




•
 
the editor's decision is final.










2.
 
the action or process of deciding something or of resolving a question




•
 
the information was used as the basis for decision.










3.
 
a formal judgment




•
 
last year's Supreme Court decision.










4.
 
the ability or tendency to make decisions quickly; decisiveness




•
 
she was a woman 
of decision

 .










5.
 


[Boxing]

 the awarding of a fight, in the absence of a knockout or technical knockout, to the boxer with the most rounds won or with the most points.




6.
 


[Baseball]

 a win or a loss assigned to a pitcher.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
decisio(n-)

 , from 
decidere

 ‘determine’ (see decide
 ).





decision-maker






noun




a person who makes important decisions




•
 
she is one of the key decision-makers within the department on energy issues.



















decision-making

 
/dəˈsiZHənˌmākiNG/






noun




the action or process of making decisions, especially important ones




•
 
the system encourages workers' participation in corporate decision-making.



















decision problem





I.
 
noun






[Logic]

 the problem of finding a way to decide whether a formula or class of formulas is true or provable within a given system of axioms.











– origin

 1930s: translating German 
Entscheidungsproblem

 .





decision support system

 
DSS






noun






[Computing]

 a set of related computer programs and the data required to assist with analysis and decision-making within an organization.














decision theory






noun




the mathematical study of strategies for optimal decision-making between options involving different risks or expectations of gain or loss depending on the outcome.

Compare with game theory
 .













decisive

 
/dəˈsīsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
settling an issue; producing a definite result




•
 
the Supreme Court voided the statute by a decisive 7–2 vote




•
 
decisive evidence.










2.
 
(of a person) having or showing the ability to make decisions quickly and effectively.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
décisif

 , 
-ive

 , from medieval Latin 
decisivus

 , from 
decis-

 ‘determined,’ from the verb 
decidere

 (see decide
 ).





decisively

 
/dəˈsīsəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that settles an issue convincingly or produces a definite result




•
 
I want the person who wins the election to win decisively




•
 
samples from his body proved decisively that he was poisoned.










2.
 
in a way that shows the ability to make decisions quickly and effectively




•
 
the government will act decisively against all extremist activities




•
 
we must respond decisively to protect our national interests.



















decisiveness

 
/dəˈsīsəvnəs/






noun



1.
 
the ability to make decisions quickly and effectively




•
 
the crisis will require leadership and decisiveness to resolve it




•
 
he criticized the government for its lack of decisiveness.










2.
 
the conclusive nature of an issue that has been settled or a result that has been produced




•
 
there was no doubting the decisiveness of his victory




•
 
the decisiveness of the policy.



















Decius

 
/ˈdēSH(ē)əs/






(
c.

 201–251), Roman emperor 249–251; full name 
Gaius Messius Quintus Trajanus Decius

 . He was the first Roman emperor to promote systematic persecution of the Christians.










deck

 
/dek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure of planks or plates, approximately horizontal, extending across a ship or boat at any of various levels, especially one of those at the highest level and open to the weather




•
 
he stood on the deck of his flagship.










2.
 
a floor or platform resembling or compared to a ship's deck, especially the floor of a pier or a platform for sunbathing.




3.
 
a platformlike structure, typically made of lumber and unroofed, attached to a house or other building




•
 
they cooked hamburgers on the deck adjoining the living room.










4.
 
a level of a large, open building, especially a sports stadium




•
 
Jeter hit an enormous home run into the upper deck.










5.
 
(
the deck

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the ground or floor




•
 
there was a big thud when I 
hit the deck

 .










6.
 
the flat part of a skateboard or snowboard.




7.
 
a component or unit in sound-reproduction equipment that incorporates a playing or recording mechanism for discs or tapes




•
 
the car has cruise control and a tape deck.










8.
 
(
decks

 )
 — another term for turntables
 :




•
 
every serious DJ needs a set of decks.










9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pack of cards




•
 
shuffle the deck.










10.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a packet of narcotics.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be decked

 )
 — decorate or adorn brightly or festively




•
 
Ingrid was 
decked out in

 her Sunday best.










2.
 


‹informal›

 knock (someone) to the ground with a punch.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
clear the decks






see clear
 .









2.
 
not playing with a full deck








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 mentally deficient.









3.
 
on deck





a.
 
on or onto a ship's main deck




•
 
she stood on deck for hours.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 ready for action or work.




c.
 


[Baseball]

 next to hit in the batting order.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
dec

 ‘covering, roof, cloak,’ 
dekken

 ‘to cover.’ Originally denoting canvas used to make a covering (especially on a ship), the term came to mean the covering itself, later denoting a solid surface serving as roof and floor.





deck chair

 
/ˈdek CHer/






noun




a folding chair of wood and canvas, typically used near the sea or on the deck of passenger ships.













decked

 
/dekt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a vessel, vehicle, or other structure) having a number of floors or decks




•
 
a decked parking garage




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a two-decked ship.










2.
 
(of a garden or other area attached to a house) having a lumber platform or terrace




•
 
the master bedroom leads on to a decked balcony




•
 
a decked patio.



















-decker






combining form




having a specified number of decks or layers




•
 
double-decker.



















deckhand

 
/ˈdekˌhand/






noun




a member of a ship's crew whose duties include maintenance of hull, decks, and superstructure and mooring and cargo handling.













deckhouse

 
/ˈdekˌhous/






noun




a superstructure on the deck of a ship or boat, used primarily to house equipment or for storage, or (formerly) for accommodations.













decking

 
/ˈdekiNG/






noun



1.
 
the material of the deck of a ship.




2.
 
the material of a lumber platform or terrace attached to a house or other building.













deckle

 
/ˈdekəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device in a papermaking machine for limiting the size of the sheet, consisting of a continuous belt on either side of the wire.




2.
 
a frame on the mold used to shape the pulp when making paper by hand.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from German 
Deckel

 , diminutive of 
Decke

 ‘covering.’





deckle edge





I.
 
noun




the rough uncut edge of a sheet of paper, formed by a deckle.








II.
 
derivatives





deckle-edged

 
/ˈdekəl ˈˌejd /






adjective





















deck officer






noun




an officer in charge of the above-deck workings and maneuvers at sea of a ship or boat.













deck passenger






noun




a passenger on a ship who does not have a cabin.














deck shoe






noun




another term for boat shoe
 .














declaim

 
/dəˈklām/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
utter or deliver words or a speech in a rhetorical or impassioned way, as if to an audience


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she declaimed her views




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a preacher declaiming from the pulpit.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
declaim against

 )
 — forcefully protest against or criticize (something).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
declaimer






noun













2.
 
declamatory

 
/dəˈklaməˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
déclamer

 or Latin 
declamare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing thoroughness) + 
clamare

 ‘to shout.’





declamation

 
/ˌdekləˈmāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or art of declaiming




•
 
Shakespearean declamation




•
 
declamations of patriotism.










2.
 
a rhetorical exercise or set speech.




3.
 
forthright or distinct projection of words set to music




•
 
a soprano soloist with wonderfully clear declamation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘a set speech’): from Latin 
declamatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
declamare

 (see declaim
 ).





declarant

 
/dəˈklerənt /

 

‹chiefly Law›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or party who makes a formal declaration.




2.
 
an alien who has signed a declaration of intent to become a US citizen.








II.
 
adjective




making or having made a formal declaration.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
déclarant

 , present participle of 
déclarer

 , from Latin 
declarare

 ‘make quite clear’ (see declare
 ).





declaration

 
/ˌdekləˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal or explicit statement or announcement




•
 
they issued a declaration at the close of the talks




•
 
declarations of love.










2.
 
the formal announcement of the beginning of a state or condition




•
 
the declaration of war




•
 
a declaration of independence.










3.
 
a listing of goods, property, income, etc., subject to duty or tax.




4.
 
a written public announcement of intentions or of the terms of an agreement.




5.
 


[Law]

 a plaintiff's statement of claims in proceedings.




6.
 


[Law]

 an affirmation made instead of taking an oath.




7.
 
the naming of trump in bridge, whist, or a similar card game.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
declaratio(n-)

 , from 
declarare

 ‘make quite clear’ (see declare
 ).





Declaration of Independence






a document declaring the US to be independent of the British Crown, signed by the congressional representatives of the Thirteen Colonies, including Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams, and ratified on July 4, 1776.









declarative

 
/dəˈklerədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of or making a declaration




•
 
declarative statements.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a sentence or phrase) taking the form of a simple statement.




3.
 


[Computing]

 denoting high-level programming languages that can be used to solve problems without requiring the programmer to specify an exact procedure to be followed.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement in the form of a declaration.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a declarative sentence or phrase.








III.
 
derivatives





declaratively






adverb






















declare

 
/diˈkler/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something in a solemn and emphatic manner


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he declared that he never revises his prose




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I was under too much pressure,” he declared.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — formally announce the beginning of (a state or condition)




•
 
Spain 
declared war on

 Britain in 1796.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — pronounce or assert (a person or thing) to be something specified




•
 
the mansion was declared a fire hazard.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
declare for/against

 )
 — openly align oneself for or against (a party or position) in a dispute




•
 
Mr. Roosevelt had declared for “a new deal.”










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — announce oneself as a candidate for an election




•
 
he declared last April.










6.
 
(
declare oneself

 )
 — reveal one's intentions or identity.




7.
 
(
declare oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 express feelings of love to someone




•
 
she waited in vain for him to declare himself.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — acknowledge possession of (taxable income or dutiable goods).




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — announce that one holds (certain combinations of cards) in a card game.








II.
 
phrases





well, I declare (or I do declare)






an exclamation of incredulity, surprise, or vexation.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
declarable

 
/dəˈklerəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
declaratory

 
/dəˈklerəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
declarare

 , from 
de-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
clarare

 ‘make clear’ (from 
clarus

 ‘clear’).





declared

 
/dəˈklerd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
openly or formally asserted or announced




•
 
despite the company's declared good intentions, some remained skeptical




•
 
he has no declared conflict of interest




•
 
there is only one declared winner




•
 
they are both declared atheists.










2.
 
(of taxable income or dutiable goods) acknowledged as being in one's possession




•
 
his declared income is $60,000




•
 
declared goods are free from VAT.














II.
 
derivatives





declaredly

 
/dəˈklerədlē /






adverb






















declarer

 
/dəˈklerər/






noun






[Bridge]

 the player whose bid establishes the suit of the contract and who must therefore play both their own hand and the exposed hand of the dummy.













declass

 
/dēˈklas/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be declassed

 )


1.
 
demote (someone) from their original social class to a lower one.













déclassé

 
/ˌdākläˈsā /

 
déclassée





I.
 
adjective




having fallen in social status




•
 
his parents were poor and déclassé.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, ‘removed from one's class, degraded,’ past participle of 
déclasser

 .





declassify

 
/dēˈklasəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially declare (information or documents) to be no longer secret




•
 
government documents were declassified.














II.
 
derivatives





declassification

 
/ˌdēˌklasəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















declaw

 
/dēˈklô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the claws from.




2.
 
make harmless or less threatening




•
 
the Grimms' fairy tales were declawed beyond recognition.



















declension

 
/dəˈklen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the grammar of Latin, Greek, and other languages) the variation of the form of a noun, pronoun, or adjective, by which its grammatical case, number, and gender are identified.




2.
 
the class to which a noun or adjective is assigned according to the manner of this variation.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a condition of decline or moral deterioration




•
 
the declension of the new generation.














II.
 
derivatives





declensional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
declinson

 , from Old French 
declinaison

 , from 
decliner

 ‘to decline.’ The change in the ending was probably due to association with words such as 
ascension

 .






de Clerambault's syndrome

 
/də ˌklerəmˈbōz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 another term for erotomania
 .











– origin

 from the name of French psychiatrist Gatin 
de Clérambault

 (1872–1934), who first described it.






declination

 
/ˌdekləˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angular distance of a point north or south of the celestial equator.

Compare with right ascension
 and celestial latitude
 .




2.
 
the angular deviation of a compass needle from true north (because the magnetic north pole and the geographic north pole do not coincide).




3.
 


(US)

 formal refusal




•
 
in the face of this declination of the proposition.














II.
 
derivatives





declinational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
declinatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
declinare

 (see decline
 ).





declination axis






noun






[Astronomy]

 the axis of an equatorially mounted telescope that is at right angles to the polar axis, about which the telescope is turned in order to view points at different declinations but at a constant right ascension.














decline

 
/dəˈklīn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (typically of something regarded as good) become smaller, fewer, or less; decrease




•
 
the birth rate continued to decline.










2.
 
diminish in strength or quality; deteriorate




•
 
her health began to decline




•
 (as 
adj.

 
declining

 )
 
the victims of declining educational standards.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — politely refuse (an invitation or offer)




•
 
Caroline declined the coffee.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — politely refuse to do something




•
 
the company declined to comment.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of the sun) move downward.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 bend down; droop.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in the grammar of Latin, Greek, and certain other languages) state the forms of (a noun, pronoun, or adjective) corresponding to cases, number, and gender.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a gradual and continuous loss of strength, numbers, quality, or value




•
 
a serious 
decline in

 bird numbers




•
 
a civilization 
in decline

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the gradual setting of the sun.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 any disease in which bodily strength gradually fails, especially tuberculosis.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
declinable

 
/dəˈklīnəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
decliner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
decliner

 , from Latin 
declinare

 ‘bend down, turn aside,’ from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
clinare

 ‘to bend.’





declining years






plural noun



1.
 
a person's old age, especially when regarded as the time when health, vigor, and mental faculties deteriorate.




2.
 
the period leading up to the end of an enterprise or institution




•
 
the declining years of the Austro-Hungarian empire.



















declinism

 
/dəˈklīˌnizəm/






noun




the belief that a particular country, society, or institution is in a state of significant and possibly irreversible decline




•
 
polls showed a rise in declinism after Nixon's devaluation of the dollar.



















declinist

 
/dəˈklīnəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes that a particular country, society, or institution is in a state of significant and possibly irreversible decline




•
 
declinists tend to emphasize a more pessimistic view of the future of American power.














II.
 
adjective




characterized by or holding the belief that a country, society, or institution is in decline




•
 
the declinist point of view




•
 
declinist authors.



















declivity

 
/dəˈklivədē/





I.
 
noun




a downward slope




•
 
a thickly wooded declivity.














II.
 
derivatives





declivitous

 
/dəˈklivədəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
declivitas

 , from 
declivis

 ‘sloping down,’ from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
clivus

 ‘a slope.’





declutter

 
/ˈdēklətər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove unnecessary items from (an untidy or overcrowded place)




•
 
there's no better time to declutter your home.



















deco

 
/ˈdekō/






noun



1.
 
short for art deco
 .




2.
 
(in scuba diving) short for decompression
 .














decoct

 
/dəˈkäkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 extract the essence from (something) by heating or boiling it.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cook, heat up’): from Latin 
decoct-

 ‘boiled down,’ from the verb 
decoquere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
coquere

 ‘cook.’





decoction

 
/dəˈkäkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the liquor resulting from concentrating the essence of a substance by heating or boiling, especially a medicinal preparation made from a plant




•
 
a 
decoction of

 a root.










2.
 
the action or process of extracting the essence of something.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
decoctio(n-)

 , from 
decoquere

 ‘boil down’ (see decoct
 ).





decode

 
/dēˈkōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a coded message) into intelligible language.




2.
 
analyze and interpret (a verbal or nonverbal communication or image)




•
 
a handbook to help parents decode street language.










3.
 
convert (audio or video signals) into another form, e.g., to analog from digital in sound reproduction




•
 
processors used to decode CD-quality digital audio signals.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a translation of a coded message.








III.
 
derivatives





decodable






adjective






















decoder

 
/ˌdēˈkōdər diˈkōdər/






noun




a device capable of converting audio or video signals into a different form, for example from digital to analog




•
 
a phone with an integrated digital TV decoder.



















decollate1


 
/dəˈkäˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 behead (someone).








II.
 
derivatives





decollation

 
/ˌdekəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
decollat-

 ‘beheaded,’ from the verb 
decollare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
collum

 ‘neck.’





decollate2


 
/ˈdekəˌlāt ˈdēkəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate sheets of paper, such as multi-ply computer paper, into different piles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decollation

 
/ˌdekəˈlāSH(ə)n ˌdēkəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
decollator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from de-
 ‘away from’ + collate
 .





décolletage

 
/dāˌkäləˈtäZH deˌkäləˈtäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low neckline on a woman's dress or top.




2.
 
a woman's cleavage as revealed by a low neckline.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from 
décolleter

 ‘expose the neck,’ from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + 
collet

 ‘collar of a dress.’





décolleté

 
/dāˌkäləˈtā/





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman's dress or top) having a low neckline.








II.
 
noun




a low neckline on a woman's dress or top.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, past participle of 
décolleter

 ‘expose the neck.’





decolonize

 
/dēˈkäləˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a country) withdraw from (a colony), leaving it independent




•
 
they must decolonize French Polynesia.














II.
 
derivatives





decolonization

 
/dēˌkälənəˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌkäləˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















decolorize

 
/dēˈkələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the color from




•
 
ethane decolorizes bromine water.














II.
 
derivatives





decolorization

 
/ˌdēˌkələrəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēˌkələˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















decommission

 
/ˌdēkəˈmiSHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw (someone or something) from service, in particular




2.
 
make (a nuclear reactor or weapon) inoperative, and dismantle and decontaminate it to make it safe.




3.
 
take (a ship) out of service.













decommunize

 
/dēˈkämyəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the features or influence of communism from.








II.
 
derivatives





decommunization

 
/-ˌkämyəˌnəˈzāSHən /






noun





















decompensation

 
/dēˌkämpənˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the failure of an organ (especially the liver or heart) to compensate for the functional overload resulting from disease.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Psychiatry]

 the failure to generate effective psychological coping mechanisms in response to stress, resulting in personality disturbance or disintegration, especially that which causes relapse in schizophrenia.








II.
 
derivatives





decompensated

 
/-ˈkämpənˌsātid /






adjective





















decompile

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 produce source code from (compiled code).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decompilation

 
/dēˌkämpəˈlāSHən, ˌdēkäm- /






noun













2.
 
decompiler






noun





















decompose

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a dead body or other organic matter) make or become rotten; decay or cause to decay


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
leaves stuffed in plastic bags do not decompose




•
 (as 
adj.

 
decomposed

 )
 
the body was badly decomposed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
dead plant matter can be completely decomposed by microorganisms.










2.
 
(with reference to a chemical compound) break down or cause to break down into component elements or simpler constituents


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
many chemicals decompose rapidly under high temperature.














II.
 
derivatives





decomposable

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpōzəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘separate into simpler constituents’): from French 
décomposer

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
composer

 .





decomposer

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpōzər/






noun



1.
 
an organism, especially a soil bacterium, fungus, or invertebrate, that decomposes organic material.




2.
 
a device or installation that is used to break down a chemical substance.













decomposition

 
/dēˌkämpəˈziSH(ə)n/






noun




the state or process of rotting; decay




•
 
the decomposition of organic waste.



















decompress

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpres/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — relieve of compressing forces, in particular




2.
 
expand (compressed data) to its normal size so that it can be read and processed by a computer.




3.
 
subject (a diver) to decompression.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 calm down and relax




•
 
Michael sits for a minute to decompress before walking home.




















decompression

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpreSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a release of compressing forces, in particular




2.
 
reduction in air pressure




•
 
decompression of the aircraft cabin.










3.
 
a gradual reduction of air pressure on a person who has been experiencing high pressure while diving, in order to prevent decompression sickness.




4.
 
the process of expanding computer data to its normal size so that it can be read by a computer.




5.
 
a surgical procedure that relieves excessive pressure on an internal part of the body such as the cranium or spinal cord.













decompression chamber

 
/ˈˌdēkəmˈpreSHən ˈCHāmbər/






noun




a small room in which the air pressure can be varied, used chiefly to allow deep-sea divers to adjust gradually to normal air pressure.














decompression sickness

 
/ˈˌdēkəmˈpreSHən ˈsiknis/






noun




a condition that results when sudden decompression causes nitrogen bubbles to form in the tissues of the body. It is suffered particularly by divers (who often call it 
the bends

 ), and can cause pain in the muscles and joints, cramps, numbness, nausea, and paralysis.

Also called caisson disease
 .













decompressor

 
/ˌdēkəmˈpresər/






noun



1.
 
an instrument or device for decompressing something.




2.
 
a computer program that decompresses data by digitally expanding it to its original size and form.













decondition

 
/ˌdēkənˈdiSHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
deconditioned

 )
 — cause to lose fitness or muscle tone, especially through lack of exercise




•
 
deconditioned muscles.










2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
deconditioning

 )
 — 

[Psychiatry]

 reform or reverse (previously conditioned behavior), especially in the treatment of phobia and other anxiety disorders in which the fear response to certain stimuli is brought under control.

Compare with counterconditioning
 .




3.
 


‹informal›

 persuade (someone) to abandon a habitual mode of thinking.













deconflict

 
/ˌdēkənˈflikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Military]

 reduce the risk of collision between (aircraft, airborne weaponry, etc.) in an area by coordinating their movements.








II.
 
derivatives





deconfliction






noun





















decongest

 
/ˌdēkənˈjest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relieve the congestion of (something).








II.
 
derivatives





decongestion

 
/ˌdēk(ə)nˈjesCH(ə)n /






noun





















decongestant

 
/ˌdēkənˈjestənt/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a medicine) used to relieve nasal congestion.








II.
 
noun




a decongestant medicine.













deconsecrate

 
/dēˈkänsəˌkrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be deconsecrated

 )


1.
 
transfer (a building) from sacred to secular use




•
 
the church was deconsecrated in the early nineteenth century.














II.
 
derivatives





deconsecration

 
/ˌdēkänsəˈkrāSH(ə)n /






noun





















deconstruct

 
/ˌdēkənˈstrəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
analyze (a text or a linguistic or conceptual system) by deconstruction, typically in order to expose its hidden internal assumptions and contradictions and subvert its apparent significance or unity.




2.
 
reduce (something) to its constituent parts in order to reinterpret it




•
 
do we need to deconstruct all the institutions that we've created in order to improve them?














II.
 
derivatives





deconstructive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from deconstruction
 .






deconstruction

 
/ˌdēkənˈstrəkSHən/





I.
 
noun




a method of critical analysis of philosophical and literary language that emphasizes the internal workings of language and conceptual systems, the relational quality of meaning, and the assumptions implicit in forms of expression.

Deconstruction focuses on a text as such rather than as an expression of the author's intention, stressing the limitlessness (or impossibility) of interpretation and rejecting the Western philosophical tradition of seeking certainty through reasoning by privileging certain types of interpretation and repressing others. It was effectively named and popularized by the French philosopher Jacques Derrida from the late 1960s and taken up particularly by US literary critics.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deconstructionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
deconstructionist

 
/ˌdēk(ə)nˈstrəkSH(ə)nəst /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally in the general sense ‘taking to pieces’): from de-
 (expressing reversal) + construction
 .





decontaminate

 
/ˌdēkənˈtaməˌnāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
neutralize or remove dangerous substances, radioactivity, or germs from (an area, object, or person)




•
 
they tried to decontaminate nearby villages.



















decontamination

 
/ˌdēkənˌtaməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the neutralization or removal of dangerous substances, radioactivity, or germs from an area, object, or person




•
 
procedures to ensure decontamination of medical equipment




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a decontamination chamber.



















decontextualized

 
/ˌdēkənˈteksCH(əw)əˌlīzd/





I.
 
adjective




considered in isolation from its context




•
 
coffee-table photo books with their beautiful but decontextualized photographs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decontextualization

 
/-ˌteksCHo͞oələˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
decontextualize






verb





















decontrol

 
/ˌdēkənˈtrōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release (a commodity, market, etc.) from controls or restrictions




•
 
whether gas prices should be totally decontrolled.














II.
 
noun




the action of decontrolling something.













deconvolution

 
/dēˌkänvəˈlo͞oSHən/






noun



1.
 
a process of resolving something into its constituent elements or removing complication in order to clarify it




•
 
the editor helped in the deconvolution of phrase and thought.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the resolution of a convolution function into the functions from which it was formed in order to separate their effects.




3.
 
(also 
deconvolution analysis

 )
 — the improvement of resolution of images or other data by a mathematical algorithm designed to separate the information from artifacts that result from the method of collecting it.













decor

 
/dāˈkôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the furnishing and decoration of a room.




2.
 
the decoration and scenery of a stage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
décor

 , from the verb 
décorer

 , from Latin 
decorare

 ‘embellish’ (see decorate
 ).






decorate

 
/ˈdekəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) look more attractive by adding extra items or images to it.




2.
 
provide (a room or building) with a color scheme, paint, wallpaper, etc.




•
 
the five bedrooms are individually decorated.










3.
 
confer an award or medal on (a member of the armed forces)




•
 
he was decorated for outstanding bravery.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘to grace or honor’): from Latin 
decoratus

 ‘embellished’ (past participle of 
decorare

 ), from 
decus

 , 
decor-

 ‘beauty, honor, or embellishment.’





Decorated

 
/ˈdekəˌrādəd/






adjective




denoting a stage of English Gothic church architecture typical of the 14th century (between Early English and Perpendicular), with increasing use of decoration and geometric, curvilinear, and reticulated tracery.













decoration

 
/ˌdekəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process or art of decorating or adorning something




•
 
the lavish decoration of cloth with gilt.










2.
 
ornamentation




•
 
pearwood inlaid with floral decoration of stained woods.










3.
 
a thing that serves as an ornament




•
 
Christmas tree decorations.










4.
 
paint or wallpaper applied when decorating a room




•
 
an authority on English furniture and decoration.










5.
 
a medal or award conferred as an honor.














Decoration Day






noun






(US)

 another term for Memorial Day
 .













decorative

 
/ˈdek(ə)rədiv ˈdekəˌrādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving to make something look more attractive; ornamental




•
 
the outside of the building is functional rather than decorative.










2.
 
relating to decoration




•
 
a decorative artist.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decoratively

 
/ˈdek(ə)rədivlē ˈdekəˌrādivlē /






adverb













2.
 
decorativeness






noun





















decorative arts






plural noun




the arts concerned with the production of high-quality objects that are both useful and beautiful.













decorator

 
/ˈdekəˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who decorates, in particular




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person whose job is to design the interior of someone's home, by choosing colors, carpets, materials, and furnishings.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a person whose job is to decorate the interior of buildings by painting the walls and hanging wallpaper




•
 
she became a painter and decorator.



















decorous

 
/ˈdekərəs/





I.
 
adjective




in keeping with good taste and propriety; polite and restrained




•
 
dancing with decorous space between partners.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
decorously

 
/ˈdek(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
decorousness

 
/ˈdek(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘appropriate, seemly’): from Latin 
decorus

 ‘seemly’ + -ous
 .






decorticate

 
/dēˈkôrdəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
decorticated

 )
 — 

‹technical›

 remove the bark, rind, or husk from




•
 
decorticated peanuts.










2.
 
subject to surgical decortication.








II.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 
[Psychology]

 of or relating to an animal that has had the cortex of the brain removed or separated.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
decorticat-

 ‘stripped of its bark,’ from the verb 
decorticare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
cortex

 , 
cortic-

 ‘bark.’





decortication

 
/dēˌkôrdəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the removal of the outer layer or cortex from a structure, especially the lung, brain, or other organ.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the operation of removing fibrous scar tissue that prevents expansion of the lung.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
decorticatio(n-)

 , from 
decorticare

 ‘strip of bark’ (see decorticate
 ).





decorum

 
/dəˈkôrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
behavior in keeping with good taste and propriety




•
 
you exhibit remarkable modesty and decorum.










2.
 
etiquette




•
 
he had no idea of funeral decorum.










3.
 
(usu. 
decorums

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 a particular requirement of good taste and propriety.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 suitability to the requirements of a person, rank, or occasion.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a literary term, denoting suitability of style): from Latin, neuter of the adjective 
decorus

 ‘seemly.’





decoupage

 
/ˌdāko͞oˈpäZH/





I.
 
noun




the art or craft of decorating objects with paper cut-outs.











– origin

 1960s: French, from 
découper

 ‘cut out.’





decouple

 
/dēˈkəpəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate, disengage, or dissociate (something) from something else




•
 
the mountings effectively 
decouple

 movements of the engine 
from

 those of the wheels.










2.
 
make the interaction between (electrical components) so weak that there is little transfer of energy between them, especially to remove unwanted AC distortion or oscillations in circuits with a common power supply.




3.
 
muffle the sound or shock of (a nuclear explosion) by causing it to take place in an underground cavity.














decoy





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdēˌkoi /



1.
 
a bird or mammal, or an imitation of one, used by hunters to attract other birds or mammals


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a decoy duck.










2.
 
a person or thing used to mislead or lure an animal or person into a trap.






4.
 
a pond from which narrow netted channels lead, into which wild ducks may be enticed for capture.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/dəˈkoi /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lure or entice (a person or animal) away from an intended course, typically into a trap




•
 
they would try to decoy the enemy toward the hidden group.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier as 
coy

 ): from Dutch 
de kooi

 ‘the decoy,’ from Middle Dutch 
de kouw

 ‘the cage,’ from Latin 
cavea

 ‘cage.’ 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun is from the practice of using tamed ducks to lead wild ones along channels into captivity.






decrease





I.
 
verb

 — 
/dəˈkrēs /



1.
 
make or become smaller or fewer in size, amount, intensity, or degree


[no 
obj

 ]


•
 
the population of the area has decreased radically




•
 [with 
obj

 ]
 
in some cases vitamin E has decreased cholesterol levels.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdēˌkrēs dəˈkrēs /



1.
 
an instance or example of becoming smaller or fewer




•
 
a 
decrease in

 births




•
 
the rate of decrease became greater.














III.
 
phrases





on the decrease






becoming less common or widespread; decreasing.












IV.
 
derivatives





decreasingly

 
/dəˈkrēsiNGlē dēˈkrēsiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
voters have proved decreasingly willing to support the party

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
decreis

 (noun), 
decreistre

 (verb), based on Latin 
decrescere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
crescere

 ‘grow.’





decree

 
/dəˈkrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official order issued by a legal authority.




2.
 
the issuing of a decree




•
 
the king 
ruled by decree

 .










3.
 
a judgment or decision of certain law courts.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
order (something) by decree




•
 
the government decreed a ban on any contact with the guerrillas




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the president decreed that the military was to be streamlined.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting an edict issued by an ecclesiastical council to settle a point of doctrine or discipline): from Old French 
decre

 , 
decret

 , from Latin 
decretum

 ‘something decided,’ from 
decernere

 ‘decide.’





decrement

 
/ˈdekrəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reduction or diminution




•
 
relaxation produces a decrement in sympathetic nervous activity.










2.
 
an amount by which something is reduced or diminished




•
 
the dose was reduced by 10 mg weekly decrements.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the ratio of the amplitudes in successive cycles of a damped oscillation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Computing]

 cause a discrete reduction in (a numerical quantity)




•
 
the instruction decrements the accumulator by one.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
decrementum

 ‘diminution,’ from the stem of 
decrescere

 ‘to decrease.’





decreolize

 
/dēˈkrēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
decreolized

 )


1.
 
modify (a Creole language) toward the local standard language.








II.
 
derivatives





decreolization

 
/-ˌkrēələˈzāSHən /






noun






















decrepit

 
/dəˈkrepət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) elderly and infirm




•
 
a decrepit old drunk.










2.
 
worn out or ruined because of age or neglect




•
 
centuries-old buildings, now decrepit and black with soot.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
decrepitus

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
crepitus

 , past participle of 
crepare

 ‘rattle, creak.’





decrepitate

 
/dēˈkrəpəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 (of a crystal or an inclusion of something within a crystal) disintegrate audibly when heated.








II.
 
derivatives





decrepitation

 
/dəˌkrepəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from de-
 ‘away’ + Latin 
crepitat-

 ‘crackled,’ from the verb 
crepitare

 , frequentative of 
crepare

 ‘rattle’ (see decrepit
 ).





decrepitude

 
/dəˈkrepəˌt(y)o͞od/






noun




the state of being decrepit




•
 
he had passed directly from middle age into decrepitude.



















decrescendo

 
/ˌdēkrəˈSHendō/





I.
 
noun, adverb, adjective




another term for diminuendo
 :


[as 
noun

 ]


•
 
the decrescendo of distant thunder




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a decrescendo heart murmur.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Italian, literally ‘decreasing.’





decrescent

 
/dəˈkres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of the moon) waning.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
decrescent-

 ‘growing less,’ from the verb 
decrescere

 (see decrease
 ).





decretal

 
/dəˈkrēdl/





I.
 
noun




a papal decree concerning a point of canon law.








II.
 
adjective




of the nature of a decree.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
decretale

 , neuter of 
decretalis

 (adjective), from Latin 
decret-

 ‘decided,’ from the verb 
decernere

 .





Decretum

 
/diˈkrēdəm/





I.
 
noun




a collection of decisions and judgments in canon law.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘something decreed.’





decriminalize

 
/dēˈkrimənəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease by legislation to treat (something) as illegal




•
 
a battle to decriminalize drugs.














II.
 
derivatives





decriminalization

 
/ˌdēˌkrim(ə)nələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēˌkrim(ə)nəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















decry

 
/dəˈkrī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly denounce




•
 
they decried human rights abuses.














II.
 
derivatives





decrier






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘decrease the value of coins by royal proclamation’): from de-
 ‘down’ + cry
 , on the pattern of French 
décrier

 ‘cry down.’





decrypt

 
/dēˈkript/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a coded or unclear message) intelligible




•
 
the computer can be used to encrypt and decrypt sensitive transmissions.














II.
 
noun




a text that has been decoded.








III.
 
derivatives





decryption

 
/dəˈkripSHən dēˈkripSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from de-
 (expressing reversal) + 
crypt

 as in 
encrypt

 .





decubitus

 
/dəˈkyo͞obədəs/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 the posture adopted by a person who is lying down


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
lumbar puncture with the patient in the lateral decubitus position.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
decumbere

 ‘lie down,’ on the pattern of words such as 
accubitus

 ‘reclining at table.’






decubitus ulcer






noun




technical term for bedsore
 .













decumbent

 
/dəˈkəmbənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or part of a plant) lying along the ground or along a surface, with the extremity curving upward.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
decumbent-

 ‘lying down,’ from the verb 
decumbere

 , based on 
de-

 ‘down’ + a verb related to 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’





decurrent

 
/dəˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a fungus gill, leaf, etc.) extending down the stem below the point of attachment.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a shrub or the crown of a tree) having several roughly equal branches.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
decurrent-

 ‘running down,’ from the verb 
decurrere

 .





decurved

 
/dēˈkərvd/






adjective






[Biology]

 (especially of a bird's bill) curved downward.













decussate

 
/diˈkəsāt /

 

‹technical›






I.
 
verb

 — [
reciprocal

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more things) cross or intersect each other to form an X




•
 
the fibers decussate in the collar.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaped like an X.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of leaves) arranged in opposite pairs, each pair being at right angles to the pair below.








III.
 
derivatives





decussation

 
/ˌdekəˈsāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): from Latin 
decussatus

 , past participle of 
decussare

 ‘divide crosswise,’ from 
decussis

 (describing the figure X, i.e., the Roman numeral for the number 10), from 
decem

 ‘ten.’





dedans

 
/dəˈdän/





I.
 
noun




(in court tennis) an open gallery for spectators at the service side of a court.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘inside.’






dedendum

 
/diˈdendəm/





I.
 
noun






[Engineering]

 the radial distance from the pitch circle of a cogwheel or worm wheel to the bottom of the tooth space or groove.

Compare with addendum
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, ‘to be given up, surrendered.’





Dedham

 
/ˈdedəm/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, southwest of Boston; pop. 24,630 (est. 2008).










dedicate

 
/ˈdedəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
dedicate something to

 )


1.
 
devote (time, effort, or oneself) to a particular task or purpose




•
 
Joan has dedicated her life to animals.










2.
 
devote (something) to a particular subject or purpose




•
 
you should dedicate a telephone line to each modem you plan to install.










3.
 
cite (a book or other artistic work) as being issued or performed in someone's honor




•
 
the novel is dedicated to the memory of my mother.










4.
 
formally open or unveil (a building or memorial)




•
 
the ex-president came to dedicate a $2.6 million recreation center.










5.
 
ceremonially assign (a church or other building) to a deity or saint




•
 
the parish church is dedicated to St. Paul.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dedicatee

 
/ˌdedəkāˈtē /






noun













2.
 
dedicator

 
/ˈdedəˌkādər /






noun













3.
 
dedicatory

 
/ˈdedəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘devote to sacred use by solemn rites’): from Latin 
dedicat-

 ‘devoted, consecrated,’ from the verb 
dedicare

 .





dedicated

 
/ˈdedəˌkādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) devoted to a task or purpose; having single-minded loyalty or integrity




•
 
a team of dedicated doctors.










2.
 
(of a thing) exclusively allocated to or intended for a particular service or purpose




•
 
investing in dedicated bike lanes will encourage more bicycle commuters.














II.
 
derivatives





dedicatedly






adverb





















dedication

 
/ˌdedəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being dedicated or committed to a task or purpose




•
 
his 
dedication to

 his duties.










2.
 
the action of dedicating a church or other building




•
 
the dedication and unveiling was attended by some 5,000 people.










3.
 
the words with which a book or other artistic work is dedicated




•
 
the hardback edition contained a warm 
dedication to

 his wife.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dedicatio(n-)

 , from 
dedicare

 ‘devote, consecrate’ (see dedicate
 ).






de dicto

 
/dā ˈdiktō/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 relating to the form of an assertion or expression itself, rather than any property of a thing it refers to.

Compare with de re
 .











– origin

 Latin, ‘from what is said.’





dedifferentiate

 
/dēˌdifəˈren(t)SHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a cell or tissue) undergo a reversal of differentiation and lose specialized characteristics.








II.
 
derivatives





dedifferentiation

 
/-ˌrenSHēˈāSHən /






noun






















deduce

 
/dəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrive at (a fact or a conclusion) by reasoning; draw as a logical conclusion




•
 
little can be safely 
deduced from

 these figures




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they 
deduced that

 the fish died because of water pollution.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 trace the course or derivation of




•
 
he cannot deduce his descent wholly by heirs male.














II.
 
derivatives





deducible

 
/dəˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lead or convey’): from Latin 
deducere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
ducere

 ‘lead.’





deduct

 
/dəˈdəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subtract or take away (an amount or part) from a total




•
 
tax has been 
deducted from

 the payments.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
deduct-

 ‘taken or led away,’ from the verb 
deducere

 . 
Deduct

 and 
deduce

 were not distinguished in sense until the mid 17th cent.





deductible

 
/dəˈdəktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be deducted, especially from taxable income or tax to be paid




•
 
child-care vouchers will be deductible expenses for employers.







See also tax-deductible
 .








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 (in an insurance policy) a specified amount of money that the insured must pay before an insurance company will pay a claim




•
 
a traditional insurance policy with a low deductible.














III.
 
derivatives





deductibility

 
/-ˌdəktəˈbilitē /






noun






















deduction

 
/dəˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of deducting or subtracting something




•
 
the dividend will be paid without deduction of tax.










2.
 
an amount that is or may be deducted from something, especially from taxable income or tax to be paid




•
 
tax deductions.










3.
 
the inference of particular instances by reference to a general law or principle




•
 
the detective must uncover the murderer by deduction from facts




•
 
we do not yet know if these deductions are correct.







Often contrasted with induction
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
deductio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deducere

 (see deduce
 ).





deductive

 
/dəˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by the inference of particular instances from a general law




•
 
deductive reasoning.










2.
 
based on reason and logical analysis of available facts




•
 
I used my deductive powers.














II.
 
derivatives





deductively

 
/dəˈdəktivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
deductivus

 , from 
deduct-

 ‘deduced,’ from the verb 
deducere

 (see deduce
 ).





de Duve, Christian René

 
/də ˈdo͞ov, də ˈdYv/






(1917–2013), Belgian biochemist; born in Britain. A pioneer in the study of cell biology, he shared the 1974 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine with 
Albert Claude

 (1899–1983) and 
George Palade

 (1912–2008).









Dee

 
/dē/





I.
 
a river in northeastern Scotland that rises in the Grampian Mountains and flows east to the North Sea at Aberdeen.




II.
 
a river that rises in North Wales and flows into England, past Chester and on into the Irish Sea.










deed

 
/dēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 an action that is performed intentionally or consciously




•
 
doing good deeds.










2.
 
a brave or noble act




•
 
their deeds will live on in song.










3.
 
action or performance




•
 
she had erred in both deed and manner.










4.
 
a legal document that is signed and delivered, especially one regarding the ownership of property or legal rights.

See also title deed
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 convey or transfer (property or rights) by legal deed




•
 
they 
deeded

 their property 
to

 their children.

















– origin

 Old English 
dēd

 , 
dǣd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
daad

 and German 
Tat

 , from an Indo-European root shared by do
 1
 .





deejay

 
/ˈdējā /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a disc jockey.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as, or hold a job as, a disc jockey.











– origin

 1950s: representing the pronunciation of 
DJ

 .





deem

 
/dēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
regard or consider in a specified way




•
 
the event was deemed a great success




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the strike was deemed to be illegal.

















– origin

 Old English 
dēman

 (also in the sense ‘act as judge’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
doeman

 , also to doom
 .





de-emphasize

 
/ˌdēˈemfəsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the importance or prominence given to (something)




•
 
the reform de-emphasized central planning and placed more power in the association of socialized industries.














II.
 
derivatives





de-emphasis

 
/-fəˌsis /






noun





















de-energize

 
/ˌdēˈenərjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disconnect (an electric circuit) from a power supply.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — undergo loss of electrical power




•
 
the starter relay automatically de-energizes.




















deep

 
/dēp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extending far down from the top or surface




•
 
a deep gorge




•
 
the lake was deep and cold.










2.
 
extending or situated far in or down from the outer edge or surface




•
 
a deep alcove




•
 


deep in

 the woods.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (after a measurement and in questions) extending a specified distance from the top, surface, or outer edge




•
 
the well was 200 feet deep.










4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — as far up or down as a specified point




•
 
standing waist-deep in the river.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in a specified number of ranks one behind another


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
they were standing three-deep at the bar.










6.
 
taking in or giving out a lot of air




•
 
she took a deep breath.










7.
 


[Baseball]

 far back in the outfield




•
 
his first pitch was hit into deep left field.










8.
 
very intense or extreme




•
 
she was in deep trouble




•
 
a deep sleep




•
 
a deep economic recession.










9.
 
(of an emotion or feeling) intensely felt




•
 
deep disappointment.










10.
 
profound or penetrating in awareness or understanding




•
 
a deep analysis.










11.
 
difficult to understand




•
 
this is all getting too deep for me.










12.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
deep in

 )
 — fully absorbed or involved in (a state or activity)




•
 
they were deep in their own thoughts.










13.
 
(of a person) unpredictable and secretive




•
 
that Thomas is a deep one.










14.
 
(of sound) low in pitch and full in tone; not shrill




•
 
a deep, resonant voice.










15.
 
(of color) dark and intense




•
 
a deep pink.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the deep

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 the sea




•
 
denizens of the deep.










2.
 
(usu. 
deeps

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a deep part of the sea




•
 
the dark and menacing deeps




•
 


‹figurative›

 the deeps of her imagination.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
far down or in; deeply




•
 
traveling deep into the countryside.










2.
 
(in sports) distant from the start of a play or the forward line of one's team




•
 
the defense played deep.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
the deep end






the end of a swimming pool where the water is deepest.









2.
 
go off (or go in off) the deep end





a.
 


‹informal›

 give way immediately to an emotional outburst, especially of anger.




b.
 


(chiefly US)

 go mad; behave extremely strangely




•
 
they looked at me as if I had gone off the deep end.















3.
 
go (or run) deep






(of emotions, beliefs, etc.) be strongly and wholeheartedly felt or held




•
 
his passion runs deep.















4.
 
in deep








‹informal›

 inextricably involved in or committed to a situation




•
 
he knew that he was in deep when his things began to proliferate in her apartment.















5.
 
in deep water (or waters)








‹informal›

 in trouble or difficulty




•
 
he landed in deep water when he began the affair.















6.
 
jump (or be thrown) in at the deep end








‹informal›

 face a difficult problem or undertaking with little experience of it.












V.
 
derivatives





deepness

 
/ˈdēpnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dēop

 (adjective), 
dīope

 , 
dēope

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
diep

 and German 
tief

 , also to dip
 .





deep brain stimulation






noun




a nonsurgical treatment to reduce tremor and to block involuntary movements in patients with motion disorders. Small electric shocks are delivered to the thalamus (especially in the treatment of multiple sclerosis) or the globus pallidus (especially in the treatment of Parkinson's disease), rendering these parts of the brain inactive without surgically destroying them.













deep breathing






noun




breathing with long breaths, especially as exercise or a method of relaxation.













deep-cycle

 
/ˈdēpˌsīk(ə)l/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting a type of electric battery that can be totally discharged and recharged several times.













deep-discount

 
/ˌdēpˈdisˌkount/






adjective



1.
 
denoting financial securities carrying a low rate of interest relative to prevailing market rates and issued at a discount to their redemption value, thus mainly providing capital gain rather than income.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 heavily discounted; greatly reduced in price




•
 
deep-discount pricing has kept airfares affordable.



















deep-dish

 
/ˈdēpdiSH/






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a pie) baked in a deep dish to allow for a large filling




•
 
deep-dish apple pie.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a pizza) baked in a deep dish and having a thick dough base.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 extreme or thoroughgoing




•
 
a deep-dish Catholic.



















deep-dyed

 
/ˈdēpˌdīd/






adjective






‹informal›

 thoroughgoing; complete




•
 
a deep-dyed Beatles fan.



















deep ecology






noun




an environmental movement and philosophy that regards human life as just one of many equal components of a global ecosystem.














deepen

 
/ˈdēpən/






verb



1.
 
make or become deep or deeper


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the crisis deepened.










2.
 
(of a weather system) decrease in barometric pressure.


(as 
adj.

 
deepening

 )


•
 
a deepening depression.



















deep freeze

 
/ˈdēp ˈˌfrēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a refrigerated cabinet or room in which food can be quickly frozen and kept for long periods at a low temperature




•
 
plenty of garden space to keep our deep freezes supplied with fruit and vegetables.










2.
 
a place or situation in which progress or activity is suspended




•
 
the nation is now beginning to resume its history after twenty years in the deep freeze.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
deep-frozen

 )


1.
 
store (something) in a deep freeze.













deep-fry

 
/ˈdēp ˈˌfrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (as 
adj.

 
deep-fried

 )


1.
 
fry (food) in an amount of fat or oil sufficient to cover it completely




•
 
deep-fried onion rings.



















deep kiss






noun






‹dated›

 a kiss involving insertion of the tongue into the partner's mouth.













deep-laid

 
/ˈdēpˌlād/






adjective




(of a scheme) secret and elaborate




•
 
a deep-laid plot.



















deeply

 
/ˈdēplē/






adverb



1.
 
far down or in




•
 
he breathed deeply




•
 
fragments of rock were deeply embedded within the wood.










2.
 
intensely


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
she was deeply hurt.



















deep mourning






noun



1.
 
a state of mourning, conventionally expressed by wearing only black clothing.




2.
 
the black clothing worn by someone in deep mourning.













deep pockets






plural noun






‹informal›

 abundant financial resources




•
 
these companies have deep pockets and don't mind spending to get their projects off the ground.



















deep-rooted

 
/ˈdēp ˈro͞odəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a plant) deeply implanted.




2.
 
firmly embedded in thought, behavior, or culture, and so having a persistent influence




•
 
deep-rooted concern about declining values.














II.
 
derivatives





deep-rootedness






noun





















deep sea

 
/ˌdēp ˈsē/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the deeper parts of the ocean, especially those beyond the edge of the continental shelf




•
 
deep-sea diving.



















deep-seated

 
/ˌdēpˈsēdəd/






adjective




firmly established at a deep or profound level




•
 
deep-seated anxiety.



















deep-set

 
/ˌdēpˈset/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person's eyes) positioned deeply in the head




•
 
his deep-set black eyes are powerful, still, and unrelenting.










2.
 
embedded firmly




•
 
the bees found only a few deep-set plants.










3.
 
long-established, ingrained, or profound




•
 
a deep-set enmity.



















deep-six

 
/ˈdēp ˈˌsiks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 destroy or dispose of (something) irretrievably




•
 
someone had deliberately deep-sixed evidence.

















– origin

 1920s (as 
the deep six

 ‘the grave’): perhaps from the custom of burial at a depth of six feet.





Deep South

 
/ˈdēp ˈˌsouTH /

 
the Deep South






the southeastern region of the US that is regarded as embodying traditional Southern culture and traditions.









deep space

 
/ˈdēp ˈspās/






noun




another term for outer space
 .














deep structure

 
/ˈdēp ˌstrək(t)SHər/






noun




(in generative grammar) the abstract representation of the syntactic structure of a sentence.

Contrasted with surface structure
 .













deep throat





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who anonymously supplies information about covert or illegal action in the organization where they work.











– origin

 1970s: from the pseudonym used by a Watergate informant, the name having been taken from the title of a pornographic movie (1972).





deep time






noun






[Geology]

 the multimillion year time frame within which scientists believe the earth has existed, and which is supported by the observation of natural, mostly geological, phenomena.













deep-toned






adjective



1.
 
(of sound) having a low-pitched, deep tone




•
 
the rhythmic clanging of deep-toned bells.










2.
 
(of color) having a dark, intense tone




•
 
a deep-toned blood-red.



















deep-vein thrombosis

 
/ˌdēpˌvān THrämˈbōsəs/






noun




thrombosis in a vein lying deep below the skin, especially in the legs. It is a particular hazard of long-haul flying.













Deep Web






noun




the part of the World Wide Web that is not discoverable by means of standard search engines, including password-protected or dynamic pages and encrypted networks




•
 
the biggest weakness of the Deep Web is also its greatest strength: it's really hard to find anything.



















deer

 
/dir/





I.
 
noun




a hoofed grazing or browsing animal, with branched bony antlers that are shed annually and typically borne only by the male.

See also mouse deer
 , musk deer
 . [Family 
Cervidae

 : several genera and many species.]











– origin

 Old English 
dēor

 , also originally denoting any quadruped, used in the (now archaic) phrase 
small deer

 meaning ‘small creatures collectively’; of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dier

 , German 
Tier

 .





Deere, John

 
/di(ə)r/






(1804–86), US manufacturer. He founded John Deere & Co. in 1868, originally manufacturing steel plows.









Deerfield

 
/ˈdirfēld/






a historic town in northwestern Massachusetts, on the Connecticut River; pop. 4,694 (est. 2008). It suffered major Indian attacks in 1675 and 1704.









Deerfield Beach






a resort city in southeastern Florida, north of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 74,584 (est. 2008).









deerfly

 
/ˈdirflī/






noun



1.
 
a bloodsucking horsefly that attacks humans and other large mammals. It can transmit various diseases, including tularemia.

[Genus 
Chrysops

 , family 
Tabanidae

 : several species, including 
C. callidus

 , widespread throughout North America.]




2.
 
a bloodsucking louse fly that is a parasite of deer. It loses its wings on finding a host, and the female gives birth to fully grown larvae.

[
Lipoptena cervi

 , family 
Hippoboscidae

 .]













deer hair






noun




hair from a deer, particularly as used in making artificial fishing flies.













deerhound

 
/ˈdirˌhound/






noun




a large dog of a rough-haired breed resembling the greyhound.













deer lick






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where deer come to lick salt, either from a block of salt placed there or from a natural source.













deer mouse






noun




a mainly nocturnal mouse found in a wide range of habitats in North and Central America.

[Genus 
Peromyscus

 , family 
Muridae

 : numerous species, in particular 
P. maniculatus

 .]













deerskin

 
/ˈdirskin/






noun




leather made from a deer's skin.













deerstalker

 
/ˈdirˌstôkər/






noun



1.
 
a soft cloth cap, originally worn for hunting, with bills in front and behind, and ear flaps that can be tied together over the top.




2.
 
a person who stalks deer.













de-escalate

 
/ˌdēˈeskəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the intensity of (a conflict or potentially violent situation).








II.
 
derivatives





de-escalation

 
/ˌdēˌeskəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Deet

 
/dēt/






noun






‹trademark›

 a brand of diethyltoluamide, a colorless oily liquid with a mild odor, used as an insect repellent.













deets

 
/dēts/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 details




•
 
stay tuned for more deets.

















– origin

 1980s: representing a pronunciation of an abbreviated form of 
details

 .





def

 
/def/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
a truly def tattoo.

















– origin

 1980s: probably an alteration of death
 (used in Jamaican English as an intensifier), or shortened from definitive
 or definite
 .





deface

 
/dəˈfās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spoil the surface or appearance of (something), e.g., by drawing or writing on it; mar or disfigure




•
 
he defaced library books




•
 
the canyon's spectacular limestone walls have been defaced by the reservoir.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defacement

 
/dəˈfāsmənt /






noun













2.
 
defacer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
desfacier

 , from 
des-

 (expressing removal) + 
face

 ‘face.’






de facto

 
/ˌdā ˈfaktō/





I.
 
adverb




in fact, or in effect, whether by right or not




•
 
the island has been de facto divided into two countries.







Often contrasted with de jure
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting someone or something that is such in fact




•
 
a de facto one-party system.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘of fact.’





defalcate

 
/dəˈfalkāt dəˈfôlkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 embezzle (funds with which one has been entrusted)




•
 
the officials were charged with defalcating government money.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defalcation

 
/dēˌfalˈkāSHən dəˌfalˈkāSHən dēˌfôlˈkāSHən dəˌfôlˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
defalcator

 
/-kātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘deduct, subtract’): from medieval Latin 
defalcat-

 ‘lopped,’ from the verb 
defalcare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from, off’ + Latin 
falx

 , 
falc-

 ‘sickle.’





defamation

 
/ˌdefəˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of damaging the good reputation of someone; slander or libel




•
 
she sued him for defamation.



















defamatory

 
/dəˈfaməˌtôrē/






adjective




(of remarks, writing, etc.) damaging the good reputation of someone; slanderous or libelous




•
 
a defamatory allegation.



















defame

 
/dəˈfām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
damage the good reputation of (someone); slander or libel




•
 
he claimed that the article defamed his family.














II.
 
derivatives





defamer

 
/dəˈfāmər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diffamer

 , from Latin 
diffamare

 ‘spread evil report,’ from 
dis-

 (expressing removal) + 
fama

 ‘report.’





defamiliarize

 
/ˌdēfəˈmilyərīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
render unfamiliar or strange (used especially in the context of art and literature)




•
 
art serves to defamiliarize our experience of our own present.



















defang

 
/dēˈfaNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
defanged

 )


1.
 
render harmless or ineffectual




•
 
the military, demoralized and defanged, gave up their campaign.



















defat

 
/dēˈfat/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
defatted

 )


1.
 
remove fat from (food)




•
 
soup made with defatted chicken stock.



















default

 
/dəˈfôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
failure to fulfill an obligation, especially to repay a loan or appear in a court of law




•
 
it will have to restructure its debts to avoid default




•
 
the deteriorating economy pushed defaults to almost $20 billion.










2.
 
a preselected option adopted by a computer program or other mechanism when no alternative is specified by the user or programmer




•
 
the default is fifty lines




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
default settings.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — something that is usual or standard




•
 
all my life, envy has been my default emotion




•
 
SSRIs have become the default for adults with depression.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to fulfill an obligation, especially to repay a loan or to appear in a court of law




•
 
some had 
defaulted on

 student loans.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — declare (a party) in default and give judgment against that party




•
 
the possibility that cases would be defaulted and defendants released.










3.
 
(
default to

 )
 — (of a computer program or other mechanism) revert automatically to (a preselected option)




•
 
when you start a fresh letter, the system will default to its own style.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by default





a.
 
because of a lack of opposition




•
 
they won the last election by default.










b.
 
through lack of positive action rather than conscious choice




•
 
legislation dies by default if the governor fails to act on it.















2.
 
in default






guilty of failing to repay a loan or appear in a court of law




•
 
the company is already 
in default on

 its loans.















3.
 
in default of






in the absence of




•
 
in default of agreement, the rent was to be determined by a surveyor.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
defaut

 , from 
defaillir

 ‘to fail,’ based on Latin 
fallere

 ‘disappoint, deceive.’





defaulter

 
/dəˈfôltər/






noun



1.
 
a person who fails to fulfill a duty, obligation, or undertaking, especially to pay a debt.




2.
 
a person who fails to complete a course of medical treatment.













DEFCON

 
/ˈdefˌkän /

 
defcon





I.
 
noun




each of a series of five progressive levels of alert used by the US armed forces




•
 
conventional and nuclear forces were moved to DEFCON 2




•
 


‹figurative›

 my stress levels have finally reached defcon 1.

















– origin

 1950s: acronym from 
defense readiness condition

 .






defeasance

 
/dəˈfēzəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the action or process of rendering something null and void.




2.
 


[Law]

 a clause or condition which, if fulfilled, renders a deed or contract null and void.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term): from Old French 
defesance

 , from 
defaire

 , 
desfaire

 ‘undo’ (see defeat
 ).





defeasible

 
/dəˈfēzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Law]

 
[Philosophy]

 open in principle to revision, valid objection, forfeiture, or annulment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defeasibility

 
/-ˌfēzəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
defeasibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from the stem of Old French 
desfesant

 ‘undoing’ (see also defeasance
 ).






defeat

 
/dəˈfēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
win a victory over (someone) in a battle or other contest; overcome or beat




•
 
Arab armies defeated the Byzantine garrison.










2.
 
prevent (someone) from achieving an aim




•
 
she was defeated by the last steep hill.










3.
 
prevent (an aim) from being achieved




•
 
don't cheat by allowing your body to droop—this defeats the object of the exercise.










4.
 
reject or block (a motion or proposal)




•
 
the amendment was defeated.










5.
 
be impossible for (someone) to understand




•
 
this line of reasoning defeats me, I must confess.










6.
 


[Law]

 render null and void; annul.








II.
 
noun




an instance of defeating or being defeated




•
 
the defeat of the Armada in 1588




•
 
she had still not quite admitted defeat.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘undo, destroy, annul’): from Old French 
desfait

 ‘undone,’ past participle of 
desfaire

 , from medieval Latin 
disfacere

 ‘undo.’





defeated

 
/dəˈfēdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having been beaten in a battle or other contest




•
 
the defeated army.










2.
 
demoralized and overcome by adversity.








II.
 
derivatives





defeatedly






adverb





















defeatist

 
/dəˈfēdəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who expects or is excessively ready to accept failure.








II.
 
adjective




demonstrating expectation or acceptance of failure




•
 
we have a duty not to be so defeatist.














III.
 
derivatives





defeatism

 
/dəˈfēdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
défaitiste

 , from 
défaite

 ‘defeat.’





defecate

 
/ˈdefəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge feces from the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defecator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun













2.
 
defecatory

 
/-kəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘clear of dregs, purify’): from Latin 
defaecat-

 ‘cleared of dregs,’ from the verb 
defaecare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
faex

 , 
faec-

 ‘dregs.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





defecation

 
/ˌdefəˈkāSHən/






noun




the discharge of feces from the body.














defect1


 
/ˈdēfekt/





I.
 
noun




a shortcoming, imperfection, or lack




•
 
genetic defects




•
 
the property is free from defect.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun, influenced by Old French 
defect

 ‘deficiency’): from Latin 
defectus

 , past participle of 
deficere

 ‘desert or fail,’ from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
facere

 ‘do.’





defect2


 
/dəˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
abandon one's country or cause in favor of an opposing one




•
 
he 
defected to

 the Soviet Union after the war.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
defect-

 ‘failed,’ from the verb 
deficere

 (see defect
 1
 ).





defection

 
/dəˈfekSH(ə)n/






noun




the desertion of one's country or cause in favor of an opposing one




•
 
his defection from the Republican Party




•
 
a number of defections by leading ballet dancers.



















defective

 
/dəˈfektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
imperfect or faulty




•
 
complaints over defective goods.










2.
 
lacking or deficient




•
 
dystrophin is commonly 
defective in

 muscle tissue.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word) not having all the inflections normal for the part of speech.




4.
 
(also 
mentally defective

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 having mental disabilities.








II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person with mental disabilities.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defectively

 
/dəˈfektivlē /






adverb













2.
 
defectiveness

 
/dəˈfektivnəs /






noun





















defector

 
/dəˈfektər/






noun




a person who has abandoned their country or cause in favor of an opposing one




•
 
staff interviewed escapees and defectors to the West.



















defeminize

 
/dēˈfeməˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of feminine characteristics.














defend

 
/dəˈfend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
resist an attack made on (someone or something); protect from harm or danger




•
 
we shall defend our country, whatever the cost.










2.
 
speak or write in favor of (an action or person); attempt to justify




•
 
he defended his policy of imposing high taxes.










3.
 
conduct the case for (the party being accused or sued) in a lawsuit




•
 
the lawyer had defended the dissidents.










4.
 
compete to retain (a title or seat) in a contest or election




•
 
he successfully defended his congressional seat in new elections




•
 (as 
adj.

 
defending

 )
 
the defending champion.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in sports) protect one's goal rather than attempt to score against one's opponents.








II.
 
derivatives





defendable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
defendre

 , from Latin 
defendere

 , from 
de-

 ‘off’ + 
-fendere

 ‘to strike.’ Compare with offend
 .






defendant

 
/dəˈfendənt/





I.
 
noun




an individual, company, or institution sued or accused in a court of law.

Compare with plaintiff
 .











– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘defending’): from Old French, ‘warding off,’ present participle of 
defendre

 (see defend
 ).





defender

 
/dəˈfendər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who defends someone or something




•
 
a defender of family values.










2.
 
(in soccer, hockey, and other games) a player whose task it is to protect the team's goal.




3.
 


[Bridge]

 either member of the partnership that did not win the auction.

Compare with declarer
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
defendeor

 .






Defender of the Faith





I.
 
noun




a title conferred on Henry VIII by Pope Leo X in 1521. It was recognized by Parliament as an official title of the English monarch in 1544 and has been borne by all subsequent sovereigns.











– origin

 translation of Latin 
Fidei Defensor

 .





defenestrate

 
/dēˈfenəˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 throw (someone) out of a window




•
 
she had made up her mind that the woman had been defenestrated, although the official verdict had been suicide.










2.
 


‹informal›

 remove or dismiss (someone) from a position of power or authority




•
 
the overwhelming view is that he should be defenestrated before the next election.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
defenestrated

 ): see defenestration
 .






defenestration

 
/dēˌfenəˈstrāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 the action of throwing someone or something out of a window




•
 
death by defenestration has a venerable history.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the action of dismissing someone from a position of power or authority




•
 
that victory resulted in Churchill's own defenestration by the war-weary British electorate.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
defenestratio(n-)

 , from 
de-

 ‘down from’ + Latin 
fenestra

 ‘window.’





defense

 
/dəˈfens ˈdēˌfens /

 


‹Brit.›

 defence





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of defending from or resisting attack




•
 
they relied on missiles for the country's defense




•
 
she came 
to the defense of

 the eccentric professor.










2.
 
attempted justification or vindication of something




•
 
he spoke 
in defense of

 a disciplined approach.










3.
 
an instance of defending a title or seat in a contest or election




•
 
his first title defense against Jones.










4.
 
military measures or resources for protecting a country




•
 
the minister of defense




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
defense policy.










5.
 
a means of protecting something from attack




•
 
education is the best defense against tyranny.










6.
 
(
defenses

 )
 — fortifications or barriers against attack




•
 
coastal defenses.










7.
 
(in sports) the action or role of defending one's goal against the opposition




•
 
we played solid defense.










8.
 
(
the defense

 )
 — the players in a team who defend the goal.




9.
 
the case presented by or on behalf of the party being accused or sued in a lawsuit.






11.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (usu. 
the defense

 )
 — one or more defendants and the counsel in a trial




•
 
the defense requested more time to prepare their case.














II.
 
phrases





defense in depth






the practice of arranging defensive lines or fortifications so that they can defend each other, especially in case of an enemy incursion.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
defens

 , from late Latin 
defensum

 (neuter), 
defensa

 (feminine), past participles of 
defendere

 ‘defend.’





defenseless

 
/dəˈfensləs/





I.
 
adjective




without defense or protection; totally vulnerable




•
 
attacks on defenseless civilians.














II.
 
derivatives





defenselessness

 
/dəˈfensləsnəs /






noun





















defenseman

 
/diˈfensmən/






noun




(in ice hockey and lacrosse) a player, other than the goaltender, in a defensive position.













defense mechanism

 
/dəˈfens dēˈfens ˈdēˌfens ˈmekəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
an automatic reaction of the body against disease-causing organisms.




2.
 
a mental process (e.g., repression or projection) initiated, typically unconsciously, to avoid conscious conflict or anxiety.













defensible

 
/dəˈfensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
justifiable by argument




•
 
a morally defensible penal system.










2.
 
able to be protected




•
 
a fort with a defensible yard at its feet.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defensibility

 
/dəˌfensəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
defensibly

 
/dəˈfensəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (used of a weapon, a fortified place, etc., in the sense ‘capable of giving protective defense’): from late Latin 
defensibilis

 , from Latin 
defendere

 (see defend
 ).





defensive

 
/dəˈfensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
used or intended to defend or protect




•
 
troops in defensive positions.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (in sports) relating to or intended as defense.




3.
 
very anxious to challenge or avoid criticism




•
 
he was very defensive about that side of his life.














II.
 
phrases





on the defensive






expecting or resisting criticism or attack




•
 
the forces have remained on the defensive.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
défensif

 , 
-ive

 , from medieval Latin 
defensivus

 , from Latin 
defens-

 ‘warded off,’ from the verb 
defendere

 (see defend
 ).





defensive end






noun






[Football]

 either of the two defensive players positioned at the end of the players who are linemen.













defensively

 
/dəˈfensivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner intended to defend or protect




•
 
both countries say they acted defensively when they sent troops in.










2.
 
in a way that relates to the defending of a goal against the opposition in sports




•
 
the team is struggling defensively




•
 
a complete player both offensively and defensively.










3.
 
in a way intended to challenge or avoid criticism




•
 
he reacted defensively to attacks from fellow critics




•
 
CEOs have responded defensively to the onslaught on their profession.



















defensiveness

 
/dəˈfensivnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being anxious to challenge or avoid criticism




•
 
the police reacted with defensiveness and hostility to the disclosure




•
 
Jane had a note of defensiveness in her voice.










2.
 
behavior intended to defend or protect




•
 
defensiveness of the hive was related to the size of the colony.




















defer1


 
/dəˈfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put off (an action or event) to a later time; postpone




•
 
they deferred the decision until February.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹historical›

 postpone the conscription of (someone)




•
 
he was no longer 
deferred from

 the draft.














II.
 
derivatives





deferrable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘put on one side’): from Old French 
differer

 ‘defer or differ,’ from Latin 
differre

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring, carry.’ Compare with defer
 2
 and differ
 .






defer2


 
/dəˈfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
defer to

 )


1.
 
submit humbly to (a person or a person's wishes or qualities)




•
 
he deferred to Tim's superior knowledge.














II.
 
derivatives





deferrer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
deferer

 , from Latin 
deferre

 ‘carry away, refer (a matter),’ from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring, carry.’ Compare with defer
 1
 .






deference

 
/ˈdef(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun




humble submission and respect




•
 
he addressed her with the deference due to age.














II.
 
phrases





in deference to






out of respect for; in consideration of.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
déférence

 , from 
déférer

 ‘refer’ (see defer
 2
 ).





deferent1


 
/ˈdefərənt/





I.
 
adjective




another term for deferential
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from defer
 2
 and deference
 .





deferent2


 
/ˈdefərənt/





I.
 
noun




(in the Ptolemaic system of astronomy) the large circular orbit followed by the center of the small epicycle in which a planet was thought to move.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
deferent-

 ‘carrying away,’ from the verb 
deferre

 .






deferential

 
/ˌdefəˈren(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




showing deference; respectful




•
 
people were always 
deferential to

 him.














II.
 
derivatives





deferentially

 
/ˌdefəˈren(t)SH(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from deference
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
prudence

 , 
prudential

 .





deferment

 
/dəˈfərmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of putting something off to a later time; postponement




•
 
deferment of the decision.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹historical›

 the postponement of a person's conscription




•
 
he was granted five deferments from the draft.



















deferral

 
/dəˈfərəl/






noun




a postponement of an action or event




•
 
they agreed to a deferral of industrial action




•
 
they can offer deferrals on loan repayments




•
 
it is unclear whether deferral of feeding is beneficial.



















deferred annuity






noun




an annuity that commences only after a lapse of some specified time after the final purchase premium has been paid.













defervescence

 
/ˌdēfərˈvesəns, ˌdefər-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the abatement of a fever as indicated by a decrease in bodily temperature.








II.
 
derivatives





defervesce

 
/-ˈves /






verb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
defervescent-

 ‘ceasing to boil,’ from the verb 
defervescere

 .






defiance

 
/dəˈfīəns/





I.
 
noun




open resistance; bold disobedience




•
 
the demonstration was held 
in defiance of

 official warnings.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the renunciation of an allegiance or friendship): from Old French, from 
defier

 ‘defy.’





defiant

 
/dəˈfīənt/





I.
 
adjective




showing defiance




•
 
she was in a defiant mood.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
défiant

 or directly from defiance
 .





defiantly

 
/dəˈfīən(t)lē/






adverb




in a manner that shows open resistance or bold disobedience




•
 
he defiantly refused to accept any government money




•
 
folding her arms, she stood defiantly.



















defibrillation

 
/dēˌfibrəˈlāSHən dəˌfibrəˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the stopping of fibrillation of the heart by administering a controlled electric shock in order to allow restoration of the normal rhythm.








II.
 
derivatives





defibrillate

 
/dēˈfibrəˌlāt /






verb





















defibrillator

 
/dēˈfibrəˌlādər/






noun






[Medicine]

 an apparatus used to control heart fibrillation by application of an electric current to the chest wall or heart.













deficiency

 
/dəˈfiSHənsē/






noun



1.
 
a lack or shortage




•
 
vitamin A deficiency in children.










2.
 
a failing or shortcoming




•
 
they did not like having the deficiencies of their city pointed out to them.



















deficiency disease






noun




a disease caused by the lack of some essential or important element in the diet, usually a particular vitamin or mineral.

See also immunodeficiency
 .













deficiency payment






noun




a payment made, typically by a government body, to cover a financial deficit incurred in the course of an activity such as farming or education.













deficient

 
/dəˈfiSHənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not having enough of a specified quality or ingredient




•
 
this diet is 
deficient in

 vitamin B.










2.
 
insufficient or inadequate




•
 
they trashed the legislation as deficient.










3.
 
(also 
mentally deficient

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 having mental disabilities.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the theological phrase 
deficient cause

 , denoting a failure or deficiency that has a particular consequence): from Latin 
deficient-

 ‘failing,’ from the verb 
deficere

 (see defect
 1
 ).





deficit

 
/ˈdefəsət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amount by which something, especially a sum of money, is too small.




2.
 
an excess of expenditure or liabilities over income or assets in a given period




•
 
an annual operating deficit




•
 
the budget will remain 
in deficit

 .










3.
 
(in sports) the amount or score by which a team or individual is losing




•
 
came back from a 3–0 deficit.










4.
 


‹technical›

 a deficiency or failing, especially in a neurological or psychological function




•
 


deficits in

 speech comprehension.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Latin 
deficit

 ‘it is lacking,’ from the verb 
deficere

 (see defect
 1
 ).





deficit financing






noun




government funding of spending by borrowing.













deficit spending

 
/ˈdefəsət spendiNG/






noun




government spending, in excess of revenue, of funds raised by borrowing rather than from taxation.













defilade

 
/ˈdefəˌlād ˌdefəˈlād /

 

‹Military›






I.
 
noun




the protection of a position, vehicle, or troops against enemy observation or gunfire.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect (a position, vehicle, or troops) against enemy observation or gunfire


(as 
adj.

 
defiladed

 )


•
 
a defiladed tank.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
défiler

 ‘protect from the enemy’ + -ade
 1
 .





defile1


 
/dəˈfīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sully, mar, or spoil




•
 
the land was defiled by a previous owner.










2.
 
desecrate or profane (something sacred)




•
 
the tomb had been defiled and looted.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 violate the chastity of (a woman).








II.
 
derivatives





defiler

 
/dəˈfīlər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of obsolete 
defoul

 , from Old French 
defouler

 ‘trample down,’ influenced by obsolete 
befile

 ‘befoul, defile.’





defile2


 
/dəˈfīl ˈdēˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a steep-sided, narrow gorge or passage (originally one requiring troops to march in single file).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of troops) march in single file




•
 
we emerged after defiling through the mountainsides.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
défilé

 (noun), 
défiler

 (verb), from 
dé

 ‘away from’ + 
file

 ‘column, file.’





defilement

 
/dəˈfīlmənt/






noun




the action of defiling or the state of being defiled




•
 
the heinous defilement of their most sacred site.




•
 
the purification of all defilements.



















definable

 
/dəˈfīnəbl/






adjective




able to be defined




•
 
it may not serve a definable purpose.




















define

 
/dəˈfīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
state or describe exactly the nature, scope, or meaning of




•
 
the contract will seek to define the client's obligations.










2.
 
give the meaning of (a word or phrase), especially in a dictionary.




3.
 
make up or establish the character of




•
 
for some, the football team defines their identity.










4.
 
mark out the boundary or limits of


(as 
adj.

 
defined

 )


•
 
clearly defined boundaries.










5.
 
make clear the outline of; delineate




•
 
she defined her eyes by applying eyeshadow.














II.
 
derivatives





definer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘bring to an end’): from Old French 
definer

 , from a variant of Latin 
definire

 , from 
de-

 (expressing completion) + 
finire

 ‘finish’ (from 
finis

 ‘end’).





defined benefit plan

 
defined benefit pension plan






noun




a company pension plan in which an employee's pension payments are calculated according to length of service and the salary they earned at the time of retirement.














definiendum

 
/diˌfinēˈendəm/





I.
 
noun




a word, phrase, or symbol that is the subject of a definition, especially in a dictionary entry, or that is introduced into a logical system by being defined.

Contrasted with definiens
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘that which is to be defined,’ from the verb 
definire

 (see define
 ).






definiens

 
/diˈfinēənz/





I.
 
noun




a word, phrase, or symbolic expression used to define something, especially in a dictionary entry, or introducing a word or symbol into a logical system by providing a statement of its meaning.

Contrasted with definiendum
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, ‘defining,’ present participle of 
definire

 (see define
 ).





defining moment






noun




an event that typifies or determines all subsequent related occurrences.














definite

 
/ˈdef(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
clearly stated or decided; not vague or doubtful




•
 
we had no definite plans.










2.
 
clearly true or real; unambiguous




•
 
no definite proof has emerged.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) certain or sure about something




•
 
you're very definite about that!










4.
 
clear or undeniable (used for emphasis)




•
 
video is a definite asset in the classroom.










5.
 
having exact and discernible physical limits or form.








II.
 
derivatives





definiteness

 
/ˈdef(ə)nətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
definitus

 ‘defined, set within limits,’ past participle of 
definire

 (see define
 ). / 
usage:

 For an explanation of the difference between 
definite

 and 
definitive

 , see usage at definitive
 .






definite article

 
/ˈdef(ə)nət ˈärdəkəl/






noun






[Grammar]

 a determiner (
the

 in English) that introduces a noun phrase and implies that the thing mentioned has already been mentioned, or is common knowledge, or is about to be defined (as in 
the book on the table

 ; 
the art of government

 ; 
the famous poet and short story writer

 ).

Compare with indefinite article
 .













definite description






noun






[chiefly Philosophy]

 a noun phrase introduced by the definite article or its equivalent, and purporting to denote a particular entity or phenomenon.














definite integral

 
/ˈdef(ə)nət ˈin(t)əɡrəl ˈintəɡrəl/






noun






[Mathematics]

 an integral expressed as the difference between the values of the integral at specified upper and lower limits of the independent variable.













definitely

 
/ˈdef(ə)nətlē/






adverb



1.
 
without doubt (used for emphasis)




•
 
I will definitely be at the airport to meet you.










2.
 
in a definite manner; clearly




•
 
we couldn't plan to go elsewhere until we had heard from you more definitely.



















definition

 
/ˌdefəˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement of the exact meaning of a word, especially in a dictionary.




2.
 
an exact statement or description of the nature, scope, or meaning of something




•
 
our definition of what constitutes poetry.










3.
 
the action or process of defining something.




4.
 
the degree of distinctness in outline of an object, image, or sound, especially of an image in a photograph or on a screen.




5.
 
the capacity of an instrument or device for making images distinct in outline




•
 
we've been pleased with the definition of this TV.














II.
 
phrases





by definition






by its very nature; intrinsically




•
 
underachievement, by definition, is not due to lack of talent.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
definitional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
definitionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
definitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
definire

 ‘set bounds to’ (see define
 ).






definitive

 
/dəˈfinədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a conclusion or agreement) done or reached decisively and with authority




•
 
a definitive diagnosis.










2.
 
(of a book or other text) the most authoritative of its kind




•
 
the definitive biography of Harry Truman.










3.
 
(of a postage stamp) for general use and typically of standard design, not special or commemorative.








II.
 
noun




a definitive postage stamp.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
definitif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
definitivus

 , from 
definit-

 ‘set within limits,’ from the verb 
definire

 (see define
 ). / 
usage:

 
Definitive

 in the sense ‘decisive, unconditional, final’ is sometimes confused with 
definite

 . 
Definite

 means ‘clearly defined, precise, having fixed limits,’ but 
definitive

 goes further, meaning ‘most complete, satisfying all criteria, most authoritative’: although some critics found a few 
definite

 weak spots in the author's interpretations, his book was nonetheless widely regarded as the 
definitive

 history of the war. A 
definite

 decision is simply one that has been made clearly and is without doubt, whereas a 
definitive

 decision is one that is not only conclusive but also carries the stamp of authority or is a benchmark for the future, as in a Supreme Court ruling. It is a common error to use 
definitive

 as though it were a more elegant way of saying 
definite

 .






definitive host






noun






[Biology]

 an organism that supports the adult or sexually reproductive form of a parasite.

Compare with intermediate host
 .













definitively

 
/dəˈfinədivlē/






adverb




decisively and with authority; conclusively




•
 
the benefits of this therapy have never been definitively proven




•
 
only a large clinical trial can definitively answer the question.




















deflagrate

 
/ˈdefləˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb






[Chemistry]

 
‹dated›

 burn away or cause (a substance) to burn away with a sudden flame and rapid, sharp combustion


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the current will deflagrate some of the particles.














II.
 
derivatives





deflagrator

 
/ˈdefləˌɡrādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
deflagrat-

 ‘burned up,’ from the verb 
deflagrare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, thoroughly’ + 
flagrare

 ‘to burn.’






deflagration

 
/ˌdefləˈɡrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of heating a substance until it burns away rapidly.




2.
 


‹technical›

 combustion that propagates through a gas or across the surface of an explosive at subsonic speeds, driven by the transfer of heat.

Compare with detonation
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
deflagratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deflagrare

 (see deflagrate
 ).






deflate

 
/dəˈflāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — let air or gas out of (a tire, balloon, or similar object)




•
 
he deflated one of the tires.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be emptied of air or gas




•
 
the balloon deflated.










3.
 
cause (someone) to suddenly lose confidence or feel less important


(as 
adj.

 
deflated

 )


•
 
the news left him feeling utterly deflated.










4.
 
reduce the level of (an emotion or feeling)




•
 
her anger was deflated.










5.
 


[Economics]

 bring about a general reduction of price levels in (an economy).








II.
 
derivatives





deflator

 
/dəˈflādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing reversal) + 
-flate

 (as in 
inflate

 ).





deflation

 
/dəˈflāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of deflating or being deflated




•
 
deflation of the illusion that the 1960s were a perpetual party.










2.
 


[Economics]

 reduction of the general level of prices in an economy.




3.
 


[Geology]

 the removal of particles of rock, sand, etc., by the wind.








II.
 
derivatives





deflationist

 
/dəˈflāSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the sense ‘release of air from something inflated’): from deflate
 ; 
sense

 3 via German from Latin 
deflat-

 ‘blown away,’ from the verb 
deflare

 .





deflationary

 
/dəˈflāSHəˌnerē/






adjective




of, characterized by, or tending to cause economic deflation.














deflect

 
/dəˈflekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to change direction by interposing something; turn aside from a straight course




•
 
the bullet was deflected harmlessly into the ceiling




•
 


‹figurative›

 he attempted to deflect attention away from his private life.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object) change direction after hitting something




•
 
the ball 
deflected off

 his body.










3.
 
cause (someone) to deviate from an intended purpose




•
 
she refused to be 
deflected from

 anything she had set her mind on.










4.
 
cause (something) to change orientation




•
 
the compass needle is 
deflected from

 magnetic north by metal in the aircraft.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
deflectere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





deflection

 
/dəˈflekSH(ə)n /

 
deflexion





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of deflecting or being deflected




•
 
the deflection of the light beam.










2.
 
the amount by which something is deflected




•
 
an 11-mile deflection of the river.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
deflexio(n-)

 , from 
deflectere

 ‘bend away’ (see deflect
 ).





deflector

 
/dəˈflektər/






noun



1.
 
a device that deflects something, in particular




2.
 
a plate or other attachment for deflecting a flow of air, water, heat, etc.




3.
 
an electrode in a cathode ray tube whose magnetic field is used to deflect a beam of electrons onto a phosphor screen to form an image.













deflexed

 
/dəˈflekst/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (typically of plant or animal structures) bent or curving downward or backward




•
 
a deflexed beak.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier as 
deflex

 ): from Latin 
deflexus

 ‘bent away’ (past participle of 
deflectere

 ) + -ed
 1
 .





deflocculate

 
/dēˈfläkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 break up the floccules (of a substance suspended in a liquid) into fine particles, producing a dispersion.








II.
 
derivatives





deflocculation

 
/deˌfläkyəˈlāSHən /






noun





















defloration

 
/ˌdefləˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the taking of a woman's virginity.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
defloratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deflorare

 (see deflower
 ).






deflower

 
/dēˈflou(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 deprive (a woman) of her virginity.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
deflowered

 )
 — strip (a plant or garden) of flowers




•
 
deflowered rose bushes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desflourer

 , from a variant of late Latin 
deflorare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘a flower.’





defocus

 
/dēˈfōkəs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (an image, lens, or beam) to go out of focus




•
 
the filter lets you defocus all or part of an image.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go out of focus




•
 
the view defocused, then resolved.










3.
 
take the focus of interest or activity away from (something)




•
 
defocusing the traditional contract approach in business.



















Defoe, Daniel

 
/dəˈfō/






(1660–1731), English novelist and journalist. His novel 
Robinson Crusoe

 (1719) is loosely based on the true story of shipwrecked sailor Alexander Selkirk and has a claim to being the first British novel. Other notable works: 
Moll Flanders

 (1722) and 
A Journal of the Plague Year

 (1722).









defogger

 
/dəˈfôɡər dəˈfäɡər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device on a vehicle that removes condensation from the windshield by directing a jet of air onto it.








II.
 
derivatives





defog

 
/dēˈfôɡ /






verb





















defoliant

 
/dēˈfōlēənt/






noun




a chemical that removes the leaves from trees and plants and is often used in warfare.













defoliate

 
/dēˈfōlēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove leaves from (a tree, plant, or area of land), for agricultural purposes or as a military tactic




•
 
the area was defoliated and napalmed many times.














II.
 
derivatives





defoliation

 
/dēˌfōlēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin 
defoliat-

 ‘stripped of leaves,’ from the verb 
defoliare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





defoliator

 
/dēˈfōlēˌādər/






noun



1.
 
an adult or larval insect that strips all the leaves from a tree or shrub.




2.
 
a machine that removes the leaves from a root crop.













deforce

 
/dēˈfôrs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 withhold (land or other property) wrongfully or forcibly from the rightful owner.




2.
 


[Law]

 deprive (someone) wrongfully or forcibly of rightful property.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
deforcer

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
forcer

 ‘to force.’





deforest

 
/dēˈfôrist dēˈfärist/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clear (an area) of forests or trees.













De Forest, Lee

 
/də ˈfôrəst, ˈfär-/






(1873–1961), US physicist and electrical engineer. He designed a triode valve that was crucial to the development of radio communication, television, and computers. De Forest successfully transmitted a live broadcast in 1910.









deforestation

 
/dēˌfôrəˈstāSHən dēˌfärəˈstāSHən/






noun




the action of clearing a wide area of trees




•
 
a key aim is to try to halt widespread deforestation in the Amazon




•
 
deforestation caused by foreign logging companies.



















deform

 
/dəˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distort the shape or form of; make misshapen




•
 
he was physically deformed by a rare bone disease.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become distorted or misshapen; undergo deformation




•
 
the suspension deforms slightly on corners.














II.
 
derivatives





deformable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desformer

 , via medieval Latin from Latin 
deformare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
forma

 ‘a shape.’





deformation

 
/ˌdēfôrˈmāSH(ə)n ˌdefərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of changing in shape or distorting, especially through the application of pressure




•
 
solid rock undergoing slow deformation.










2.
 
the result of a distorting process




•
 
the deformation will be temporary.










3.
 
an altered form of a word, especially one used to avoid overt profanity (e.g., 
dang

 for 
damn

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





deformational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective





















deformed

 
/diˈfôrmd/






adjective




(of a person or part of the body) not having the normal or natural shape or form; misshapen




•
 
his deformed hands.



















deformity

 
/dəˈfôrmədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deformed part, especially of the body; a malformation




•
 
children born with deformities.










2.
 
the state of being deformed or misshapen




•
 
respiratory problems caused by spinal deformity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desformite

 , from Latin 
deformitas

 , from 
deformis

 ‘misshapen.’





defrag

 
/dēˈfraɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 short for defragment
 .








II.
 
noun




an instance of defragging a disk, or the utility that does this.














defragment

 
/ˌdēfraɡˈment/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 (of software) reduce the fragmentation of (a file) by concatenating parts stored in separate locations on a disk




•
 
the safe way to defragment your files.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defragmentation

 
/ˌdēfraɡmənˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
defragmenter






noun





















defraud

 
/dəˈfrôd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
illegally obtain money from (someone) by deception




•
 
he used a false identity to 
defraud

 the bank 
of

 thousands of dollars




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
conspiracy to defraud.














II.
 
derivatives





defrauder

 
/dəˈfrôdər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
defrauder

 or Latin 
defraudare

 , from 
de-

 ‘from’ + 
fraudare

 ‘to cheat’ (from 
fraus

 , 
fraud-

 ‘fraud’).





defray

 
/dəˈfrā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide money to pay (a cost or expense)




•
 
the proceeds from the raffle help to defray the expenses of the evening.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
defrayable

 
/dəˈfrāəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
defrayal

 
/dəˈfrā(ə)l /






noun













3.
 
defrayment

 
/dəˈfrāmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘spend money’): from French 
défrayer

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + obsolete 
frai

 ‘cost, expenses’ (from medieval Latin 
fredum

 ‘a fine for breach of the peace’).





defriend

 
/ˌdiˈfrend/






verb




another term for unfriend
 .














defrock

 
/dēˈfräk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (a person in holy orders) of ecclesiastical status.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
defrocked

 )
 — deprive (someone) of professional status or membership in a prestigious group




•
 
a defrocked psychiatrist.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
défroquer

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + 
froc

 ‘frock.’





defrost

 
/dēˈfrôst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 remove frost or ice from (the windshield of a motor vehicle).




2.
 
thaw (frozen food) before cooking it




•
 
defrost the turkey slowly.










3.
 
free (the interior of a refrigerator) of accumulated ice, usually by turning it off for a period.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a refrigerator) become free of accumulated ice in this way




•
 
she opened the door to let the fridge defrost.














II.
 
derivatives





defroster

 
/dəˈfrôstər /






noun





















deft

 
/deft/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
neatly skillful and quick in one's movements




•
 
a deft piece of footwork.










2.
 
demonstrating skill and cleverness




•
 
the script was both deft and literate.














II.
 
derivatives





deftness

 
/ˈdef(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: variant of daft
 , in the obsolete sense ‘meek.’





deftly

 
/ˈdef(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is neatly skillful and quick in movement




•
 
her fingers moved deftly, quickly parting the grass




•
 
Lizzy deftly weaves her way through the crowd.










2.
 
in a clever way




•
 
he has deftly handled the flak he's received




•
 
the show's writers deftly balance humor and grief.



















defunct

 
/dəˈfəNGkt/





I.
 
adjective




no longer existing or functioning




•
 
a now defunct technology that only people over a certain age remember.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘deceased’): from Latin 
defunctus

 ‘dead,’ past participle of 
defungi

 ‘carry out, finish,’ from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
fungi

 ‘perform.’





defund

 
/dēˈfənd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 prevent from continuing to receive funds




•
 
the California legislature has defunded the Industrial Welfare Commission.



















defuse

 
/dēˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the fuse from (an explosive device) in order to prevent it from exploding




•
 
explosives specialists tried to defuse the grenade.










2.
 
reduce the danger or tension in (a difficult situation)




•
 
he had the ability to defuse tense moments with humor.

















usage:

 On the difference between 
defuse

 and 
diffuse

 , see usage at diffuse
 .





defy

 
/dəˈfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
openly resist or refuse to obey




•
 
a woman who defies convention.










2.
 
(of a thing) make (an action or quality) almost impossible




•
 
his actions defy belief.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — appear to be challenging (someone) to do or prove something




•
 
he glowered at her, defying her to mock him.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 challenge to combat




•
 
go now, defy him to the combat.














II.
 
derivatives





defier

 
/dəˈfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘renounce an allegiance’ and ‘challenge to combat’): from Old French 
desfier

 , based on Latin 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
fidus

 ‘faithful.’





deg.






abbreviation




degree(s).













dégagé

 
/ˌdāɡäˈZHā/





I.
 
adjective




unconcerned or unconstrained; relaxed.








II.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 pointing of the foot to an open position with an arched instep slightly off the floor.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, past participle of 
dégager

 ‘set free.’





degas

 
/dēˈɡas/






verb




make or become free of unwanted or excess gas


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the column has not been degassed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the summit craters were degassing freely.



















Degas, Edgar

 
/dāˈɡä/






(1834–1917), French painter and sculptor. Full name 
Hilaire Germain Edgar Degas

 . An impressionist painter, he is known for his paintings of ballet dancers, such as 
Dancer Lacing Her Shoe

 (
c.

 1878).










de Gaulle, Charles

 
/də ˈɡôl/






(1890–1970), French general and statesman; head of government 1944–46; president 1959–69; full name 
Charles André Joseph Marie de Gaulle

 . A wartime organizer of the Free French movement, he is remembered particularly for his assertive foreign policy and for quelling the student uprisings and strikes of May 1968.









degauss

 
/dēˈɡous/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
degaussing

 )


1.
 


[Electronics]

 remove unwanted magnetism from (a television or monitor) in order to correct color disturbance.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 
‹historical›

 neutralize the magnetic field of (a ship) by encircling it with a conductor carrying electric currents.








II.
 
derivatives





degausser






noun





















degeneracy

 
/dəˈjen(ə)rəsē/






noun




the state or property of being degenerate




•
 
the ills of society, from sexual degeneracy to political corruption.



















degenerate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/dəˈjen(ə)rət /



1.
 
having lost the physical, mental, or moral qualities considered normal and desirable; showing evidence of decline




•
 
a degenerate form of a higher civilization.










2.
 


‹technical›

 lacking some property, order, or distinctness of structure previously or usually present, in particular




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 relating to or denoting an example of a particular type of equation, curve, or other entity that is equivalent to a simpler type, often occurring when a variable or parameter is set to zero.




4.
 


[Physics]

 relating to or denoting an energy level that corresponds to more than one quantum state.




5.
 


[Physics]

 relating to or denoting matter at densities so high that gravitational contraction is counteracted either by the Pauli exclusion principle or by an analogous quantum effect between closely packed neutrons.




6.
 


[Biology]

 having reverted to a simpler form as a result of losing a complex or adaptive structure present in the ancestral form.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/dəˈjen(ə)rət /



1.
 
an immoral or corrupt person.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/dəˈjenəˌrāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decline or deteriorate physically, mentally, or morally




•
 
the quality of life had degenerated




•
 
the debate 
degenerated into

 a brawl.














IV.
 
derivatives





degenerately

 
/-ritlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
degeneratus

 ‘no longer of its kind,’ from the verb 
degenerare

 , from 
degener

 ‘debased,’ from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
genus

 , 
gener-

 ‘race, kind.’






degeneration

 
/dəˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the state or process of being or becoming degenerate; decline or deterioration




•
 
overgrazing has caused serious degeneration of grassland.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 deterioration and loss of function in the cells of a tissue or organ




•
 
degeneration of the muscle fibers.



















degenerative

 
/dəˈjenərədiv/






adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or symptom) characterized by progressive, often irreversible deterioration, and loss of function in the organs or tissues




•
 
degenerative diseases.










2.
 
of or tending to decline and deterioration




•
 
the young generation had fallen into a degenerative backslide.



















degenerative joint disease






noun




another term for osteoarthritis
 .













degenerescence

 
/diˌjenəˈresəns/





I.
 
noun




another term for degeneration
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
dégénérescence

 , from 
dégénérer

 ‘to degenerate.’





deglaciation

 
/dēˌɡlāSHēˈāSHən, -ˌɡlāsē-/






noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 the disappearance of ice from a previously glaciated region.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a period of geological time during which deglaciation takes place




•
 
the last deglaciation.



















deglamorize

 
/dēˈɡlaməˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) less glamorous or attractive.








II.
 
derivatives





deglamorization

 
/dēˌɡlamərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















deglaze

 
/dēˈɡlāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dilute meat sediments in (a pan) in order to make a gravy or sauce, typically using wine




•
 
deglaze the pan with the white wine.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
déglacer

 .





deglutition

 
/ˌdēɡlo͞oˈtiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the action or process of swallowing.








II.
 
derivatives





deglutitive

 
/dēˈɡlo͞otətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
déglutition

 or modern Latin 
deglutitio(n-)

 , from 
deglutire

 ‘swallow down.’





degradation

 
/ˌdeɡrəˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition or process of degrading or being degraded




•
 
a trail of human misery and degradation.










2.
 


[Geology]

 the wearing down of rock by disintegration.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘deposition from an office or rank as a punishment’): from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
degradatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
degradare

 (see degrade
 ).






degrade

 
/dəˈɡrād/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat or regard (someone) with contempt or disrespect




•
 
she thought that many supposedly erotic pictures degraded women.










2.
 
lower the character or quality of




•
 
repeaters clean up and amplify the degraded signal.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 reduce (someone) to a lower rank, especially as a punishment




•
 
he was degraded from his high estate.










4.
 
break down or deteriorate chemically


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
when exposed to light, the materials will degrade




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the bacteria will degrade hydrocarbons.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 reduce (energy) to a less readily convertible form.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Geology]

 wear down (rock) and cause it to disintegrate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
degradability

 
/diˌɡrādəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
degradable

 
/dəˈɡrādəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
degradative

 
/ˈdeɡrəˌdātiv /






adjective













4.
 
degrader






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
degrader

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
degradare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down, away from’ + Latin 
gradus

 ‘step or grade.’





degraded

 
/diˈɡrādid/






adjective



1.
 
treated or regarded with contempt or disrespect




•
 
she had felt cheap and degraded.










2.
 
reduced in quality; inferior




•
 
it will grow successfully even on degraded land.



















degrading

 
/dəˈɡrādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing a loss of self-respect; humiliating




•
 
cruel or degrading treatment.














II.
 
derivatives





degradingly






adverb





















degranulate

 
/dēˈɡranyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a cell) lose or release granules of a substance, typically as part of an immune reaction




•
 
the eosinophils degranulate, releasing the toxic contents of the granules.














II.
 
derivatives





degranulation

 
/dēˌɡranyəˈlāSHən /






noun





















degrease

 
/dēˈɡrēs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
degreasing

 )


1.
 
remove excess grease or fat from (something).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
degreasant

 
/-sənt /






noun













2.
 
degreaser






noun





















degree

 
/dəˈɡrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the amount, level, or extent to which something happens or is present




•
 
a degree of caution is probably wise




•
 
a question of degree.










2.
 
(Symbol: 
°

 )
 — a unit of measurement of angles, one three-hundred-and-sixtieth of the circumference of a circle




•
 
set at an angle of 45 degrees.










3.
 
a stage in a scale or series, in particular




4.
 
(Symbol: 
°

 )
 — a unit in any of various scales of temperature, intensity, or hardness




•
 
water boils at 100 degrees Celsius.










5.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — each of a set of grades (usually three) used to classify burns according to their severity.

See first-degree
 , second-degree
 , third-degree
 .




6.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a legal grade of crime or offense, especially murder




•
 
second-degree murder




•
 
criminal conduct 
in the first degree

 .










7.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — a step in direct genealogical descent




•
 
second-degree relatives.










8.
 


[Music]

 a position in a musical scale, counting upward from the tonic or fundamental note




•
 
the lowered third degree of the scale.










9.
 


[Mathematics]

 the class into which an equation falls according to the highest power of unknowns or variables present




•
 
an equation of the second degree.










10.
 


[Grammar]

 any of the three steps on the scale of comparison of gradable adjectives and adverbs, namely positive, comparative, and superlative.




11.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing placed like a step in a series; a tier or row.




12.
 
an academic rank conferred by a college or university after examination or after completion of a course of study, or conferred as an honor on a distinguished person




•
 
a degree in zoology.










13.
 


‹archaic›

 social or official rank




•
 
persons of unequal degree.










14.
 
a rank in an order of Freemasonry.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by degrees






a little at a time; gradually




•
 
rivalries and prejudice were by degrees fading out.















2.
 
to a degree





a.
 
to some extent




•
 
to a degree, it is possible to educate oneself.










b.
 


‹dated›

 to a considerable extent




•
 
the pressure you were put under must have been frustrating to a degree.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘step,’ ‘tier,’ ‘rank,’ or ‘relative state’): from Old French, based on Latin 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
gradus

 ‘step or grade.’





degree day






noun




a unit used to determine the heating requirements of buildings, representing a fall of one degree below a specified average outdoor temperature (usually 18°C or 65°F) for one day.













degree of freedom






noun



1.
 
each of a number of independently variable factors affecting the range of states in which a system may exist, in particular




2.
 


[Physics]

 a direction in which independent motion can occur.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 each of a number of independent factors required to specify a system at equilibrium.




4.
 


[Statistics]

 the number of independent values or quantities that can be assigned to a statistical distribution.













degressive

 
/dəˈɡresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
reducing by gradual amounts.




2.
 
(of taxation) at successively lower rates on lower amounts.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
degress-

 ‘descended’ (from the verb 
degredi

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
gradi

 ‘walk’) + -ive
 .





degu

 
/ˈdāɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a ratlike rodent with a long silky coat, found in southern South America.

[Genus 
Octodon

 , family 
Octodontidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from American Spanish, from South American Indian 
deuñ

 .





degust

 
/diˈɡəst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 taste (something) carefully, so as to appreciate it fully.








II.
 
derivatives





degustation

 
/ˌdēɡəˈstāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
degustare

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
gustare

 ‘to taste.’





de haut en bas

 
/də ˌōt än ˈbä, də ˌō täN ˈbä/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in a condescending or superior manner


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he never addressed his students de haut en bas




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
he has a certain de haut en bas style.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘from above to below.’





de Havilland, Olivia






(1916–), US actress; born in Japan; sister of Joan Fontaine. Notable movies: 
Gone with the Wind

 (1939), 
Hold Back the Dawn

 (1941), 
To Each His Own

 (1946), and 
The Heiress

 (1949).









de Havilland, Sir Geoffrey

 
/də ˈhavələnd/






(1882–1965), English aircraft designer and manufacturer. He designed and built many aircraft, including the Mosquito used in World War II.









dehisce

 
/dəˈhis/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 (of a pod or seed vessel, or of a cut or wound) gape or burst open




•
 
after the anther lobes dehisce, the pollen is set free.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dehiscence

 
/dəˈhisns /






noun













2.
 
dehiscent

 
/dəˈhisnt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
dehiscere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
hiscere

 ‘begin to gape’ (from 
hiare

 ‘gape’).






de Hooch, Pieter

 
/də ˈhōKH /

 
de Hoogh






(
c.

 1629–
c.

 1684), Dutch genre painter. He is noted for his depictions of domestic interior and courtyard scenes.









dehorn

 
/dēˈhôrn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the horns from (an animal).













dehors

 
/dəˈhôr/





I.
 
preposition






[Law]

 other than, not including, or outside the scope of




•
 
the plea shows that no request, dehors the letter, existed.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from an Old French usage as a preposition (in modern French functioning as an adverb and noun).





Dehra Dun

 
/ˌdārə ˈdo͞on /

 
Dehradun






a city in northern India, the capital of Uttarakhand state; pop. 551,300 (est. 2009).









dehumanization

 
/ˌdēˌ(h)yo͞omənəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of depriving a person or group of positive human qualities




•
 
the consequences of systematic dehumanization of one racial group in a society can be horrific.



















dehumanize

 
/dēˈ(h)yo͞oməˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of positive human qualities


(as 
adj.

 
dehumanizing

 )


•
 
the dehumanizing effects of war.



















dehumidifier

 
/ˌdēhyo͞oˈmidəˌfī(ə)r/






noun




a device that removes excess moisture from the air.













dehumidify

 
/ˌdēhyo͞oˈmidəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove moisture from (the air or a gas).








II.
 
derivatives





dehumidification

 
/ˌdē(h)yo͞omidəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















dehydrate

 
/dēˈhīˌdrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
dehydrated

 )


1.
 
cause (a person or a person's body) to lose a large amount of water




•
 
his body temperature was high, and he had become dehydrated.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lose a large amount of water from the body.




3.
 
remove water from (food) in order to preserve and store it




•
 
dehydrated mashed potatoes.














II.
 
derivatives





dehydrator

 
/dēˈhīˌdrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + Greek 
hudōr

 , 
hudr-

 ‘water.’





dehydration

 
/ˌdēˌhīˈdrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the loss or removal of water from something




•
 
from an inspection of plants undergoing dehydration there was no evidence of root damage




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a vegetable dehydration factory.










2.
 
a harmful reduction in the amount of water in the body




•
 
the patient was suffering from severe dehydration and malnutrition




•
 
flying at high altitudes causes dehydration.



















dehydrocholesterol

 
/dēˌhīdrōkəˈləstərôl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a derivative of cholesterol present in the skin. It can be converted to cholecalciferol (vitamin D3
 ) by the action of ultraviolet radiation.

[Chem. formula: C27
 H44
 O. The particular isomer involved in vitamin D3
 formation is 
7-dehydrocholesterol

 .]











– origin

 1930s: from 
dehydro-

 ‘that has lost hydrogen’ + cholesterol
 .





dehydroepiandrosterone

 
/dēˌhīdrōˌepēˌandrōˌteˈstästərōn /

 
DHEA






noun




a naturally occurring weak androgenic steroid hormone produced by the adrenal glands with benefits such as the prevention of aging, the improvement of sexual function, the enhancement of athletic performance, and the treatment of osteoporosis.













dehydrogenase

 
/ˌdēˈhīdrəjənāz ˌdēhīˈdräjəˌnāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the removal of hydrogen atoms from a particular molecule, particularly in the electron transport chain reactions of cell respiration in conjunction with the coenzymes NAD and FAD.




•
 
glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + hydrogen
 + -ase
 .





dehydrogenate

 
/dēˌhīˈdräjənāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 remove a hydrogen atom or atoms from (a compound).








II.
 
derivatives





dehydrogenation

 
/ˌdēhīˌdräjəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + hydrogen
 + -ate
 3
 .





Deianira

 
/ˌdēəˈnīrə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Hercules, who was tricked into smearing poison on a garment that caused his death.









de-ice

 
/dēˈīs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove ice from




•
 
airplanes are de-iced before takeoff.














II.
 
derivatives





de-icer

 
/ˌdē ˈīsər /






noun





















deicide

 
/ˈdēəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killer of a god.




2.
 
the killing of a god.








II.
 
derivatives





deicidal

 
/ˌdēəˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
deicida

 ‘killer of a god,’ or directly from Latin 
deus

 ‘god’ + -cide
 .






deictic

 
/ˈdīktik /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a word or expression whose meaning is dependent on the context in which it is used, e.g., 
here

 , 
you

 , 
me

 , 
that one there

 , or 
next Tuesday

 .

Also called indexical
 .








II.
 
noun




a deictic word or expression.








III.
 
derivatives





deictically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
deiktikos

 , 
deiktos

 ‘demonstrative.’





deify

 
/ˈdēəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be deified

 )


1.
 
worship, regard, or treat (someone or something) as a god




•
 
she was deified by the early Romans as a fertility goddess.














II.
 
derivatives





deification

 
/ˌdēəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make godlike in character’): from Old French 
deifier

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
deificare

 , from 
deus

 ‘god.’





Deighton, Len

 
/ˈdātn/






(1929–), English writer; full name 
Leonard Cyril Deighton

 . Several of his spy thrillers have been adapted as movies and for television. Notable works: 
The Ipcress File

 (1962) and the trilogy 
Berlin Game

 , 
Mexico Set

 , and 
London Match

 (1983–85).









deign

 
/dān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do something that one considers to be beneath one's dignity




•
 
she did not deign to answer the maid's question.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 condescend to give (something)




•
 
he had deigned an apology.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
degnier

 , from Latin 
dignare

 , 
dignari

 ‘deem worthy,’ from 
dignus

 ‘worthy.’





Dei gratia

 
/ˌdāē ˈɡrätēə/





I.
 
adverb




by the grace of God.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin.





deil

 
/dēl/






noun




Scottish form of devil
 .














Deimos

 
/ˈdīmäs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the outer, and smaller, of the two satellites of Mars, discovered in 1877. It is football-shaped and 10 miles (16 km) long.

Compare with Phobos
 .







– origin

 named after one of the sons of Ares in Greek mythology, the name means literally ‘fear, terror.’





de-index

 
/dēˈinˌdeks/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
end the indexation to inflation of (pensions or other benefits).













deindustrialization

 
/ˌdēinˌdəstrēələˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




decline in industrial activity in a region or economy




•
 
severe deindustrialization with substantial job losses.














II.
 
derivatives





deindustrialize

 
/ˌdēinˈdəstrēəlīz /






verb





















de-ink

 
/dēˈiNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove ink from (paper being recycled).













deinonychus

 
/dīˈnänikəs/





I.
 
noun




a dromaeosaurid dinosaur of the mid Cretaceous period, growing up to 11 feet (3.3 m) in length.

[Genus 
Deinonychus

 , family 
Dromaeosauridae

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
deinos

 ‘terrible’ + 
onux

 , 
onukh-

 ‘claw.’





deinotherium

 
/ˌdīnəˈTHirēəm /

 
deinothere





I.
 
noun




an elephantlike fossil mammal found mainly in the Pliocene epoch, the lower jaw having tusks that curve downward and backward.

[Genus 
Deinotherium

 , suborder 
Deinotherioidea

 , order 
Proboscidea

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
deinos

 ‘terrible’ + 
thērion

 ‘wild beast.’





deinstall

 
/ˌdēinˈstôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 deinstal





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
uninstall.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 dismiss from employment




•
 
the company lost funding and I was deinstalled.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deinstallation

 
/ˌdē-instəˈlāSHən /






noun













2.
 
deinstaller






noun





















deinstitutionalize

 
/dēˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)nlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge (a long-term inmate) from an institution such as a mental hospital or prison




•
 
the changes aim to deinstitutionalize mentally ill people.














II.
 
derivatives





deinstitutionalization

 
/-ˌt(y)o͞oSHənl-əˈzāSHən /






noun





















deionize

 
/dēˈīəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
deionized

 )


1.
 
remove the ions or ionic constituents from (a substance, especially water).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deionization

 
/dēˌīənəˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌīəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
deionizer






noun





















Deirdre

 
/ˈdirdrə /

 

‹Irish Mythology›







a tragic heroine of whom it was prophesied that her beauty would bring banishment and death to heroes. King Conchobar of Ulster wanted to marry her, but she fell in love with Naoise, son of Usnach, who with his brothers carried her off to Scotland. They were lured back by Conchobar and treacherously slain, and Deirdre took her own life.










deism

 
/ˈdēˌizəm ˈdāˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in the existence of a supreme being, specifically of a creator who does not intervene in the universe. The term is used chiefly of an intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that accepted the existence of a creator on the basis of reason but rejected belief in a supernatural deity who interacts with humankind.

Compare with theism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deist

 
/ˈdēist ˈdāist /






noun













2.
 
deistic

 
/dēˈistik dāˈistik /






adjective













3.
 
deistical

 
/dēˈistikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
deus

 ‘god’ + -ism
 .





deity

 
/ˈdēədē ˈdāədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a god or goddess (in a polytheistic religion)




•
 
a deity of ancient Greece.










2.
 
divine status, quality, or nature




•
 
a ruler driven by delusions of deity.










3.
 
(usu. 
the Deity

 )
 — the creator and supreme being (in a monotheistic religion such as Christianity).




4.
 
a representation of a god or goddess, such as a statue or carving.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the divine nature of God): from Old French 
deite

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
deitas

 (translating Greek 
theotēs

 ), from 
deus

 ‘god.’





deixis

 
/ˈdīksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the function or use of deictic words, forms, or expressions.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek, literally ‘demonstrative force, reference.’





déjà vu

 
/ˌdāZHä ˈvo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of having already experienced the present situation.




2.
 
tedious familiarity




•
 
to list the opponents of his policies is to invite boredom and a sense of déjà vu.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘already seen.’






deject

 
/dəˈjekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make sad or dispirited; depress




•
 
nothing dejects a trader like the interruption of his profits.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘overthrow, abase, degrade’): from Latin 
deject-

 ‘thrown down,’ from the verb 
deicere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





dejected

 
/dəˈjektəd/





I.
 
adjective




sad and depressed; dispirited




•
 
he stood in the street looking dejected.














II.
 
derivatives





dejectedly

 
/dəˈjektədlē /






adverb





















dejection

 
/dəˈjekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a sad and depressed state; low spirits




•
 
he was slumped in deep dejection.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dejectio(n-)

 , from 
deicere

 ‘throw down’ (see deject
 ).





dejunk

 
/dēˈjəNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 clear (a room or other space) by disposing of clutter and unwanted possessions




•
 
dejunk the house before you move.




















de jure

 
/di ˈjo͝orē dā ˈjo͝oˌrā/





I.
 
adverb




according to rightful entitlement or claim; by right.

Often contrasted with de facto
 .








II.
 
adjective




denoting something or someone that is rightfully such




•
 
he had been de jure king since his father's death.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘of law.’





De Kalb

 
/də ˈkalb/






an industrial city in north central Illinois; pop. 45,497 (est. 2008).









deke

 
/dēk /

 

‹Ice Hockey›






I.
 
noun




a deceptive movement or feint that induces an opponent to move out of position.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw (a player) out of position by performing a deke.











– origin

 1960s: shortened form of decoy
 .





dekko

 
/ˈdekō/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a quick look or glance




•
 
come and have a dekko at this.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally used by the British army in India): from Hindi 
dekho

 ‘look!,’ imperative of 
dekhnā

 .






de Klerk, F. W.

 
/də ˈklerk/






(1936–), South African statesman; state president 1989–94; full name 
Frederik Willem de Klerk

 . As president, he freed Nelson Mandela in 1990, lifted the ban on membership in the African National Congress (ANC), and opened the negotiations that led to the first democratic elections in 1994. Nobel Peace Prize (1993), shared with Mandela.










de Kooning, Willem

 
/də ˈko͞oniNG/






(1904–97), US painter; born in the Netherlands; a leading exponent of abstract expressionism. He usually retained figurative elements in his work, either represented or merely hinted at, as in 
Painting

 (1948). The female form became a central theme in his later work, notably in the 
Women

 series (1950–53).










del

 
/del/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 an operator used in vector analysis. .

[del is defined as 
i

 ∂/∂
x

 + 
j

 ∂/∂
y

 + 
k

 ∂/∂
z

 , where 
i

 , 
j

 , and 
k

 are vectors directed respectively along the Cartesian axes 
x

 , 
y

 , and 
z

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of delta
 1
 , from the representation of the operator as an inverted capital delta.





Del.






abbreviation




Delaware.













Delacroix, Eugène

 
/ˌdeləˈkrwä/






(1798–1863), French painter; full name 
Ferdinand Victor Eugène Delacroix

 . The chief painter of the French romantic school, he is known for his use of vivid color, free drawing, and sometimes violent subject matter.










de la Mare, Walter

 
/ˌdel ə ˈme(ə)r/






(1873–1956), English poet; full name 
Walter John de la Mare

 . He is known for his children's poetry.









delaminate

 
/dēˈlaməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb




divide or become divided into layers


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
delaminating the horn into thin sheets




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the plywood was starting to delaminate.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from de-
 ‘away’ + Latin 
lamina

 ‘thin plate’ + -ate
 3
 .





Delano

 
/dəˈlānō/






an agricultural city in south central California; pop. 53,051 (est. 2008).









delate

 
/dəˈlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 report (an offense or crime)




•
 
they may delate my slackness to my patron.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 inform against or denounce (someone)




•
 
they deliberated together on delating her as a witch.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
delation

 
/dəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
delator

 
/dəˈlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
delat-

 ‘referred, carried away,’ from the verb 
deferre

 (see defer
 2
 ).





Delaunay, Robert

 
/dəlôˈnā/






(1885–1941), French painter. He painted some of the first purely abstract pictures and was one of the founding members of Orphism, together with his wife Sonia Delaunay-Terk.









Delaunay-Terk, Sonia

 
/dəlˌônā ˈterk/






(1885–1979), French painter and textile designer; born in Russia; wife of Robert Delaunay. She created abstract paintings based on harmonies of form and color.










Delaware1


 
/ˈdeləwer/





I.
 
a river in the northeastern US that rises in the Catskill Mountains in New York and flows south for about 280 miles (450 km) to northern Delaware, where it meets the Atlantic Ocean at Delaware Bay. For much of its length it forms the eastern border of Pennsylvania.




II.
 
a state in the eastern US, on the Atlantic coast;; pop. 873,092 (est. 2008); capital, Dover; statehood, Dec. 7, 1787 (1). One of the original thirteen states, it was the first to ratify the US Constitution.









Delaware2


 
/ˈdeləwer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly inhabiting the Delaware River valley of New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania.




2.
 
either of two Algonquian languages (Munsi and Unami) spoken by this people.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Delaware or their languages.











– origin

 named after the 
Delaware

 River (see Delaware
 1
 ).





Delawarean

 
/ˌdeləˈwerēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Delaware or its inhabitants




•
 
farming is still a bedrock of rural Delawarean identity.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Delaware




•
 
we want every Delawarean to be ready and safe.



















delay

 
/dəˈlā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) late or slow




•
 
the train was delayed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be late or slow; loiter




•
 
time being of the essence, they delayed no longer.










3.
 
postpone or defer (an action)




•
 
he may decide to delay the next cut in interest rates.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of time by which something is late or postponed




•
 
a two-hour delay




•
 
long 
delays in

 obtaining passports.










2.
 
the action of delaying or being delayed




•
 
I set off without delay.










3.
 


[Electronics]

 the time interval between the propagation of an electrical signal and its reception.




4.
 
an electronic device that introduces a time interval, especially in an audio signal.








III.
 
derivatives





delayer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
delayer

 (verb).





delayed-action

 
/dəˈlādˌakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
operating or effective after a predetermined length of time




•
 
delayed-action bombs.














II.
 
noun




the operation of something after a predetermined length of time.













delaying action






noun




action taken to gain time, especially a military engagement that delays the advance of an enemy.













delaying tactic






noun




an action or strategy designed to defer or postpone something in order to gain an advantage for oneself




•
 
he accused them of adopting delaying tactics.



















delay line






noun



1.
 
a device producing a specific desired delay in the transmission of a signal.




2.
 
a set of mirrors controlling the path lengths between outlying telescopes and a central receiver.













dele

 
/ˈdēlē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
delete or mark (a part of a text) for deletion.








II.
 
noun




a proofreader's sign indicating matter to be deleted.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Latin, ‘blot out! efface!,’ imperative of 
delere

 .





delectable

 
/dəˈlektəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) delicious




•
 
delectable handmade chocolates.










2.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 extremely beautiful or attractive




•
 
the delectable Ms. Davis.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
delectability

 
/-ˌlektəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
delectably

 
/dəˈlektəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
delectabilis

 , from 
delectare

 ‘to charm’ (see delight
 ).





delectation

 
/ˌdēlekˈtāSHən ˌdelekˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 pleasure and delight




•
 
a box of chocolates 
for their delectation

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
delectatio(n-)

 , from 
delectare

 ‘to charm’ (see delight
 ).





delegacy

 
/ˈdeləɡəsē/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a body of delegates; a committee or delegation.




2.
 
an appointment as a delegate.











– origin

 late Middle English: from delegate
 , on the pattern of the pair 
prelate

 , 
prelacy

 .






delegate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdeləɡət /



1.
 
a person sent or authorized to represent others, in particular an elected representative sent to a conference.




2.
 
a member of a committee.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈdeləˌɡāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entrust (a task or responsibility) to another person, typically one who is less senior than oneself




•
 
he delegates routine tasks




•
 
the power 
delegated to

 him must never be misused.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — send or authorize (someone) to do something as a representative




•
 
Edward was delegated to meet new arrivals.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
delegable

 
/-ɡəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
delegator

 
/-ˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
delegatus

 ‘sent on a commission,’ from the verb 
delegare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
legare

 ‘depute.’





delegation

 
/ˌdeləˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a body of delegates or representatives; a deputation




•
 
a delegation of teachers.










2.
 
the act or process of delegating or being delegated




•
 
prioritizing tasks for delegation.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the act or process of delegating; also in the sense ‘delegated power’): from Latin 
delegatio(n-)

 , from 
delegare

 ‘send on a commission’ (see delegate
 ).





delegitimate

 
/ˌdēləˈjidəˌmāt/






verb




another term for delegitimize
 .













delegitimatize

 
/ˌdēləˈjidəməˌtīz/






verb




another term for delegitimize
 .














delegitimize

 
/ˌdēləˈjidəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw legitimate status or authority from (someone or something)




•
 
political efforts to delegitimize nuclear weapons.














II.
 
derivatives





delegitimization

 
/-ˌjitəməˈzāSHən /






noun





















delete

 
/dəˈlēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove or obliterate (written or printed matter), especially by drawing a line through it or marking it with a delete sign




•
 
the passage was deleted.










2.
 
(usu. 
be deleted

 )
 — remove (data) from a computer's memory.




3.
 
(
be deleted

 )
 — 

[Genetics]

 (of a section of genetic code, or its product) be lost or excised from a nucleic acid or protein sequence




•
 
if one important gene is deleted from an animal's DNA, other genes can stand in.










4.
 
remove (a product, especially a recording) from the catalog of those available for purchase




•
 
their EMI release has already been deleted.














II.
 
noun




a command or key on a computer that erases text.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘destroy’): from Latin 
delet-

 ‘blotted out, effaced,’ from the verb 
delere

 .





deleterious

 
/ˌdeləˈtirēəs/





I.
 
adjective




causing harm or damage




•
 
divorce is assumed to have deleterious effects on children.














II.
 
derivatives





deleteriously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
dēlētērios

 ‘noxious’ + -ous
 .





deletion

 
/dəˈlēSHən/






noun



1.
 
the removal or obliteration of written or printed matter, especially by drawing a line through it




•
 
we can agree on the deletion of the second paragraph




•
 
deletions from the list could only be made after debate.










2.
 
the removal of data from a computer's memory




•
 
a bug is responsible for the unexplained deletion of emails




•
 
it pays to ensure deletion of unnecessary files.










3.
 
the removal of a product, especially a recording, from the catalog of those available for purchase.




4.
 


[Genetics]

 the loss or excision of a section of genetic code, or its product, from a nucleic acid or protein sequence




•
 
deletion of the gene in mice results in a very reduced tail




•
 
his team has identified several types of deletions of chromosome 1.



















deleveraging

 
/dēˈlevərijiNG, dēˈlēv-/





I.
 
noun






[Finance]

 the process or practice of reducing the level of one's debt by rapidly selling one's assets.








II.
 
derivatives





deleverage






noun, verb





















delexical

 
/dēˈleksikəl/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 (of a verb) having little or no meaning in its own right, for example 
take

 in 
take a photograph

 .













delft

 
/delft/





I.
 
noun




English or Dutch tin-glazed earthenware, typically decorated by hand in blue on a white background.








II.
 
derivatives





delftware

 
/-ˌwe(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally 
Delf ware

 ): see Delft
 , where the pottery originated.






Delft

 
/delft/





I.
 
a town in the Netherlands, in the province of South Holland; pop. 96,168 (2008). The home of painters Pieter de Hooch and Jan Vermeer, it also is noted for its pottery.







– origin

 originally 
Delf

 , from Dutch 
delf

 ‘ditch,’ still the name of the town's main canal.





Delhi

 
/ˈdelē /

 
Old Delhi






a walled city on the River Jumna in north central India, which was made the capital of the Mogul empire in 1638 by Shah Jahan (1592–1666).

See also New Delhi
 .









deli

 
/ˈdelē/






noun






‹informal›

 short for delicatessen
 .













Delian

 
/ˈdēlēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Delos.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Delos.














Delian League






an alliance of ancient Greek city states, dominated by Athens, that joined in 478–447 
BC

 against the Persians. The league was disbanded on the defeat of Athens in the Peloponnesian War (404 
BC

 ), but again united under Athens' leadership against Spartan aggression in 377–338 
BC

 .

Also called Athenian empire
 .










deliberate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/dəˈlib(ə)rət /



1.
 
done consciously and intentionally




•
 
a deliberate attempt to provoke conflict.










2.
 
fully considered; not impulsive




•
 
a deliberate decision.










3.
 
done or acting in a careful and unhurried way




•
 
a careful and deliberate worker.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/diˈlibəˌrāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in long and careful consideration




•
 
she 
deliberated over

 the menu.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — consider (a question) carefully




•
 
jurors deliberated the fate of those charged




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
deliberating what she should do.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deliberateness

 
/dəˈlib(ə)rətnəs /






noun













2.
 
deliberator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
deliberatus

 , ‘considered carefully,’ past participle of 
deliberare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
librare

 ‘weigh’ (from 
libra

 ‘scales’).





deliberately

 
/dəˈlib(ə)rətlē/






adverb



1.
 
consciously and intentionally; on purpose




•
 
the fire was started deliberately.










2.
 
in a careful and unhurried way




•
 
slowly and deliberately he rose from the armchair.



















deliberation

 
/dəˌlibəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
long and careful consideration or discussion




•
 
after much deliberation, we arrived at a compromise




•
 
the commission's deliberations.










2.
 
slow and careful movement or thought




•
 
he replaced the glass on the table with deliberation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
deliberatio(n-)

 , from 
deliberare

 ‘consider carefully’ (see deliberate
 ).





deliberative

 
/dəˈlibərādiv dəˈlib(ə)rədiv/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or intended for consideration or discussion




•
 
a deliberative assembly.














II.
 
derivatives





deliberatively






adverb





















delicacy

 
/ˈdeləkəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being delicate, in particular




2.
 
fineness or intricacy of texture or structure




•
 
miniature pearls of exquisite delicacy.










3.
 
susceptibility to illness or adverse conditions; fragility.




4.
 
the quality of requiring discretion or sensitivity




•
 
the delicacy of the situation.










5.
 
tact and consideration




•
 
I have to treat this matter with the utmost delicacy.










6.
 
accuracy of perception; sensitiveness.




7.
 
a choice or expensive food




•
 
asparagus was considered a delicacy by the ancient Greeks.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘voluptuousness’ and ‘luxuriousness’): from delicate
 + -acy
 .






delicate

 
/ˈdelikət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very fine in texture or structure; of intricate workmanship or quality




•
 
a spider's web, strong yet delicate.










2.
 
(of a color or a scent) subtle and subdued




•
 
delicate pastel shades




•
 
a delicate fragrance.










3.
 
(of food or drink) subtly and pleasantly flavored




•
 
a delicate cream sauce.










4.
 
easily broken or damaged; fragile




•
 
delicate china.










5.
 
(of a person, animal, or plant) susceptible to illness or adverse conditions




•
 
his delicate health.










6.
 
(of a state or condition) easily upset or damaged




•
 
owls have a delicate balance with their habitat.










7.
 
requiring sensitive or careful handling




•
 
delicate negotiations.










8.
 
(of a person or an action) tactful and considerate




•
 
the most delicate tact was called for.










9.
 
skillful and finely judged; deft




•
 
his delicate ball-playing skills.










10.
 
(of an instrument) highly sensitive.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a delicate fabric or garment made of such fabric.








III.
 
phrases





in a delicate condition








‹archaic›

 pregnant.












IV.
 
derivatives





delicateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘delightful, charming’): from French 
délicat

 or Latin 
delicatus

 , of unknown origin. Senses also expressed in Middle English (now obsolete) include ‘voluptuous,’ ‘self-indulgent,’ ‘fastidious,’ and ‘effeminate.’





delicately

 
/ˈdelikətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner displaying fineness of texture or structure and intricate workmanship




•
 
a silk dress delicately embroidered in gold




•
 
delicately carved wooden sculptures




•
 
his book is complex and delicately layered.










2.
 
in a pleasantly subtle and subdued manner; lightly




•
 
delicately scented leaves




•
 
a delicately flavored tea




•
 
delicately tinted wallpaper.










3.
 
in a very careful or finely judged manner; gently




•
 
she took the jewel in her hands, holding it delicately.










4.
 
in a highly sensitive or thoughtful way; tactfully




•
 
that's a sensitive issue that has to be approached delicately




•
 
both players were handled delicately.










5.
 
in a way that is easily upset or affected




•
 
the game was delicately balanced approaching half-time.




















delicatessen

 
/ˌdeləkəˈtes(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a store selling cold cuts, cheeses, and a variety of salads, as well as a selection of unusual or foreign prepared foods.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally denoting prepared foods for sale): from German 
Delikatessen

 or Dutch 
delicatessen

 , from French 
délicatesse

 ‘delicateness,’ from 
délicat

 (see delicate
 ).





delicense

 
/dēˈlīsəns/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of a license or authority to operate




•
 
physicians are being threatened, impoverished, delicensed, and imprisoned for prescribing in good faith with the intention of relieving pain.




















delicious

 
/dəˈliSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
highly pleasant to the taste




•
 
delicious home-baked brown bread.










2.
 
delightful




•
 
a delicious irony.














II.
 
derivatives





deliciousness

 
/dəˈliSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘characterized by sensuous indulgence’): via Old French from late Latin 
deliciosus

 , from Latin 
deliciae

 (plural) ‘delight, pleasure.’





Delicious

 
/dəˈliSHəs/






noun




a red or yellow variety of eating apple with a sweet flavor and a slightly elongated shape, originally cultivated in the US.













deliciously

 
/dəˈliSHəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is highly pleasant to the senses, especially taste




•
 
the trout was light and crisp, deliciously cooked




•
 
the cake smelled deliciously of lemon




•
 
an orange-fleshed honeydew that tasted deliciously sweet.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a way that is very pleasing; delightfully




•
 
it's smart satire and deliciously silly




•
 
a deliciously dark comedy.



















delict

 
/dəˈlikt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a violation of the law; a tort




•
 
an international delict.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
delictum

 ‘something showing fault,’ neuter past participle of 
delinquere

 (see delinquent
 ).






delight

 
/dəˈlīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
please (someone) greatly




•
 
an experience guaranteed to delight both young and old.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
delight in

 )
 — take great pleasure in




•
 
they delight in playing tricks.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
great pleasure




•
 
the little girls squealed with delight




•
 
we broke into an impromptu dance, 
to the delight of

 the crowd




•
 
she 
took great delight

 in telling your story.










2.
 
a cause or source of great pleasure




•
 
the trees here are a delight.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
delitier

 (verb), 
delit

 (noun), from Latin 
delectare

 ‘to charm,’ frequentative of 
delicere

 . The 
-gh-

 was added in the 16th cent. by association with light
 1
 .





delighted

 
/dəˈlīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing great pleasure




•
 
a delighted smile




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we were delighted to see her.














II.
 
derivatives





delightedly

 
/dəˈlīdidlē dēˈlītidlē /






adverb






















delightful

 
/dəˈlītfəl/





I.
 
adjective




causing delight; charming




•
 
a delightful secluded garden.














II.
 
derivatives





delightfulness






noun





















delightfully

 
/dəˈlītfəlē/






adverb




in a manner that causes great pleasure; charmingly




•
 
a delightfully illustrated account




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
delightfully eccentric characters.



















Delilah

 
/dəˈlīlə/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a woman who betrayed Samson to the Philistines by revealing to them that the secret of his strength lay in his long hair.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Delilah

 )
 — a seductive and wily temptress.









delimit

 
/dēˈlimit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
determine the limits or boundaries of




•
 
agreements delimiting fishing zones.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
delimitation

 
/dəˌliməˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
delimiter






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
délimiter

 , from Latin 
delimitare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down, completely’ + 
limitare

 (from 
limes

 , 
limit-

 ‘boundary, limit’).





delineate

 
/dəˈlinēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe or portray (something) precisely




•
 
the law should delineate and prohibit behavior that is socially abhorrent.










2.
 
indicate the exact position of (a border or boundary).








II.
 
derivatives





delineator

 
/dəˈlinēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘trace the outline of something’): from Latin 
delineat-

 ‘outlined,’ from the verb 
delineare

 , from 
de-

 ‘out, completely’ + 
lineare

 (from 
linea

 ‘line’).





delineation

 
/diˌlinēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of describing or portraying something precisely




•
 
the artist's exquisite delineation of costume and jewelry.










2.
 
the action of indicating the exact position of a border or boundary.




•
 
the eventual delineation of the border between the two states.



















delink

 
/dēˈliNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break the connection between (something) and something else




•
 
the country delinked its trade policy from international policy.



















delinquency

 
/dəˈliNGkwənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
minor crime, especially that committed by young people




•
 
social causes of crime and delinquency.










2.
 


‹formal›

 neglect of one's duty




•
 
he relayed this in such a manner as to imply grave delinquency on the host's part.










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a failure to pay an outstanding debt.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
delinquentia

 , from Latin 
delinquent-

 ‘offending’ (see delinquent
 ).






delinquent

 
/dəˈliNGkwənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(typically of a young person or that person's behavior) showing or characterized by a tendency to commit crime, particularly minor crime




•
 
delinquent children.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 in arrears




•
 
delinquent accounts.










3.
 


‹formal›

 failing in one's duty.








II.
 
noun




a delinquent person




•
 
young delinquents.














III.
 
derivatives





delinquently






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
delinquent-

 ‘offending,’ from the verb 
delinquere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
linquere

 ‘to leave.’






deliquesce

 
/ˌdeləˈkwes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of organic matter) become liquid, typically during decomposition.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solid) become liquid by absorbing moisture from the air.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
deliquescere

 ‘dissolve,’ from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
liquescere

 ‘become liquid’ (from 
liquere

 ‘be liquid’).





deliquescent

 
/ˌdeləˈkwes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
becoming liquid or having a tendency to become liquid.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solid) tending to absorb moisture from the air and dissolve in it.








II.
 
derivatives





deliquescence

 
/ˌdeləˈkwesns /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
deliquescent-

 ‘dissolving,’ from the verb 
deliquescere

 (see deliquesce
 ).





delirious

 
/dəˈlirēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in an acutely disturbed state of mind resulting from illness or intoxication and characterized by restlessness, illusions, and incoherence of thought and speech.




2.
 
in a state of wild excitement or ecstasy




•
 
there was a great roar from the delirious crowd.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deliriant

 
/-ənt /






adjective













2.
 
deliriously

 
/dəˈlirēəslē /






adverb





















delirium

 
/dəˈlirēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an acutely disturbed state of mind that occurs in fever, intoxication, and other disorders and is characterized by restlessness, illusions, and incoherence of thought and speech.




2.
 
wild excitement or ecstasy.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
delirare

 ‘deviate, be deranged’ (literally ‘deviate from the furrow’), from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
lira

 ‘ridge between furrows.’






delirium tremens

 
/dəˌlirēəm ˈtremənz/





I.
 
noun




a psychotic condition typical of withdrawal in chronic alcoholics, involving tremors, hallucinations, anxiety, and disorientation.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘trembling delirium.’





delish

 
/diˈliSH/






adjective






‹informal›

 delicious.













delist

 
/dēˈlist/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (something) from a list, in particular




2.
 
remove (a security) from the official register of a stock exchange




•
 
the stock collapsed and was delisted.










3.
 
remove (a product) from the list of those sold by a particular retailer.














deliver

 
/dəˈlivər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring and hand over (a letter, parcel, or ordered goods) to the proper recipient or address




•
 
the products should be delivered on time




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we'll deliver direct to your door.










2.
 
formally hand over (someone)




•
 
they would have 
delivered

 him 
to

 the Germans for vengeance.












4.
 
launch or aim (a blow, a ball, or an attack)




•
 
the pitcher winds up to deliver the ball.










5.
 
provide (something promised or expected)




•
 
he had been able to deliver votes in huge numbers




•
 
she's waiting for him to 
deliver on

 his promise.










6.
 
(
deliver someone/something from

 )
 — save, rescue, or set free from




•
 
deliver us from misery.










7.
 
(
deliver someone/something up

 )
 — surrender someone or something




•
 
to deliver up to justice a member of his own family.










8.
 


[Law]

 acknowledge that one intends to be bound by (a deed), either explicitly by declaration or implicitly by formal handover.




9.
 
state in a formal manner




•
 
the President will deliver a speech




•
 
he 
delivered himself of

 a sermon.










10.
 
(of a judge or court) give (a judgment or verdict)




•
 
the judge delivered his verdict.










11.
 
assist in the birth of




•
 
the village midwife delivered the baby.










12.
 
give birth to




•
 
the number of women delivering their babies in hospitals increased.










13.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 assist (a woman) in giving birth




•
 
she 
was delivered of

 her second child.














II.
 
phrases





deliver the goods








‹informal›

 provide what is promised or expected.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deliveree

 
/dəˌlivərˈē /






noun













2.
 
deliverer

 
/dəˈliv(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
delivrer

 , based on Latin 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
liberare

 ‘set free.’





deliverable

 
/dəˈliv(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be delivered




•
 
goods in a deliverable state.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
deliverables

 )


1.
 
a thing able to be provided, especially as a product of a development process.








III.
 
derivatives





deliverability






noun





















deliverance

 
/dəˈliv(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of being rescued or set free




•
 
prayers for deliverance.










2.
 
a formal or authoritative utterance.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
delivrance

 , from the verb 
delivrer

 (see deliver
 ).





delivery

 
/dəˈliv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of delivering letters, packages, or ordered goods




•
 
allow up to 28 days for delivery.










2.
 
a regular or scheduled occasion for this




•
 
there will be around 15 deliveries a week.










3.
 
an item or items delivered on a particular occasion




•
 
they are getting smaller deliveries.










4.
 


[Law]

 the formal or symbolic handing over of property, especially a sealed deed, to a grantee or third party.




5.
 
the process of giving birth




•
 
injuries sustained during delivery




•
 
practically all deliveries take place in a hospital




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the delivery room.










6.
 
an act of throwing or bowling a ball or striking a blow




•
 
a quick, compact delivery that sent the ball zinging.










7.
 
the manner or style of giving a speech




•
 
her delivery was stilted.










8.
 
the supply or provision of something




•
 
delivery of electricity at a specified price.














II.
 
phrases





take delivery of






receive (something purchased)




•
 
we took delivery of the software in February.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
delivree

 , feminine past participle of 
delivrer

 (see deliver
 ).






dell

 
/del/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a small valley, usually among trees




•
 
lush green valleys and wooded dells.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
del

 and German dialect 
Telle

 , also to dale
 .





Della Cruscan

 
/ˌdelə ˈkro͞oskən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Academy della Crusca in Florence, an institution established in 1582, with the purity of the Italian language as its chief interest.




2.
 
of or relating to a late-18th-century school of English poets with an artificial style modeled on that of purist Italian writers.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the Academy della Crusca.




2.
 
a Della Cruscan poet.











– origin

 from Italian 
(Accademia) della Crusca

 ‘(Academy) of the bran’ (with reference to “sifting” of the language).






della Quercia, Jacopo

 
/ˌdelə ˈkwerCHə/






(
c.

 1374–1438), Italian sculptor. He is noted for the biblical reliefs on the portal of San Petronio in Bologna (1425–35).









della Robbia, Luca

 
/ˌdelə ˈrōbēə, ˈräb-/






(1400–82), Italian sculptor and ceramicist. He is best known for his relief panels in Florence Cathedral and his color-glazed terra-cotta figures.









Delmarva

 
/delˈmärvə /

 
Delmarva Peninsula





I.
 
a peninsular region 180 miles (290 km) long in the eastern US that includes Delaware, the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and a small strip of Virginia; it separates Chesapeake Bay from the Atlantic Ocean.







– origin

 acronym from 
Del

 aware, 
Mar

 yland, and 
V

 irgini
a

 .






Delmonico steak

 
/delˈmäniˌkō ˌstāk/





I.
 
noun




a small steak cut from the front section of the short loin of beef.

Also called club steak
 .











– origin

 named for Lorenzo Delmonico (1813–81), Swiss-born US restaurateur.





delocalize

 
/dēˈlōkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
detach or remove (something) from a particular place or location, or from local limitations


(as 
adj.

 
delocalized

 )


•
 
delocalized cortical activity




•
 (as 
noun

 
delocalizing

 )
 
delocalizing of finance capital.










2.
 
(
be delocalized

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 (of electrons) be shared among more than two atoms in a molecule.




•
 
the pi electrons are delocalized and energetically stable.














II.
 
derivatives





delocalization

 
/dēˌlōkələˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌlōkəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Delors, Jacques

 
/dəˈlôr/






(1925–), French socialist politician; president of the European Commission 1985–94; full name 
Jacques Lucien Jean Delors

 . During his presidency, he pressed for closer European union and oversaw the introduction of a single market within the European Community, which came into effect on January 1, 1993.









Delos

 
/ˈdēläs, ˈdelōs/






a small Greek island in the Aegean Sea, regarded as the center of the Cyclades. Although it is now virtually uninhabited, it was considered to be sacred to Apollo in classical times and, according to legend, was the birthplace of Apollo and Artemis.









delouse

 
/dēˈlous/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rid (a person or animal) of lice and other parasitic insects.














Delphi

 
/ˈdelfī/






one of the most important religious sanctuaries of the ancient Greek world, dedicated to Apollo, situated on the lower southern slopes of Mount Parnassus above the Gulf of Corinth. Thought of as the navel of the earth, it was the seat of the Delphic Oracle, whose riddling responses to a wide range of questions were delivered by the Pythia.









Delphic

 
/ˈdelfik /

 
Delphian






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ancient Greek oracle at Delphi.




2.
 
(typically of a pronouncement) deliberately obscure or ambiguous.













delphinium

 
/delˈfinēəm/





I.
 
noun




a popular garden plant of the buttercup family that bears tall spikes of blue flowers.

[Genus 
Delphinium

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
delphinion

 ‘larkspur,’ from 
delphin

 ‘dolphin’ (because of the shape of the spur, thought to resemble a dolphin's back).





Delphinus

 
/delˈfīnəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small constellation (the Dolphin), just north of the celestial equator near Cygnus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Delphini

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Delphini.













– origin

 Latin.





Delphi technique





I.
 
noun




a method of group decision-making and forecasting that involves successively collating the judgments of experts.











– origin

 in allusion to the ancient Greek oracle at 
Delphi

 .





Delray Beach

 
/ˌdelrā ˈbēCH/






a resort city in southeastern Florida, north of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 64,092 (est. 2008).









Del Rio

 
/ˌdel ˈrēō/






a city in southwestern Texas, on the Rio Grande; pop. 36,682 (est. 2008).









del Sarto, Andrea

 
/del ˈsärtō/






see Sarto, Andrea del
 .










delta1


 
/ˈdeltə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fourth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Δ

 , 
δ

 ), transliterated as ‘d.’




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — the fourth in a series of items, categories, etc.




•
 
delta hepatitis.










3.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Delta

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the fourth (usually fourth-brightest) star in a constellation




•
 
Delta Cephei.










4.
 
a code word representing the letter D, used in radio communication.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
δ

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 variation of a variable or function.




2.
 
(
Δ

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a finite increment.




3.
 
(
δ

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 declination.













delta2


 
/ˈdeltə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a triangular tract of sediment deposited at the mouth of a river, typically where it diverges into several outlets.




2.
 
(
the Delta

 )
 — a region in northern Mississippi that lies between the Yazoo and Mississippi rivers and is known for its cotton and for blues music. Also called 
Yazoo Delta

 or 
Mississippi Delta

 .








II.
 
derivatives





deltaic

 
/delˈtāik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: originally specifically as 
the Delta

 (of the Nile River), from the shape of the Greek letter (see delta
 1
 ).





delta connection






noun




a triangular arrangement of electrical three-phase windings in series, each of the three wires of the circuit being connected to a junction of two windings.













Delta Force






an elite US Army unit whose main responsibilities are rescue operations and special forces work.









delta rays






plural noun






[Physics]

 rays of low penetrative power consisting of slow electrons or other particles ejected from atoms by the impact of ionizing radiation.













delta rhythm






noun




electrical activity of the brain at a frequency of around 1–8 Hz, typical of sleep. The resulting oscillations, detected using an electroencephalograph, are called 
delta waves

 .













delta-v

 
/ˈdeltəˌvē /

 
delta-vee





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 acceleration




•
 
four hundred knots of delta-v.

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: from delta
 1
 (as a mathematical symbol denoting variation) + 
v

 for 
velocity

 .





delta wing

 
/ˈdeltə wiNG/





I.
 
noun




a single triangular swept-back wing on some aircraft, typically military aircraft.








II.
 
derivatives





delta-winged






adjective





















deltiologist

 
/ˌdeltēˈäləjəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who collects postcards as a hobby.








II.
 
derivatives





deltiology

 
/-jē /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
deltion

 (diminutive of 
deltos

 ‘writing tablet’) + -logist
 .





deltoid

 
/ˈdeltoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 triangular




•
 
a tree with large deltoid leaves.










2.
 


‹technical›

 denoting a thick triangular muscle covering the shoulder joint and used for raising the arm away from the body.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a deltoid muscle.




2.
 
each of the three parts of a deltoid muscle, attached at the front, side, and rear of the shoulder




•
 
the anterior deltoid.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
deltoïde

 , or via modern Latin from Greek 
deltoeidēs

 .






delude

 
/dəˈlo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impose a misleading belief upon (someone); deceive; fool




•
 
too many theorists have deluded the public




•
 (as 
adj.

 
deluded

 )
 
the poor deluded creature.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deludedly






adverb













2.
 
deluder






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
deludere

 ‘to mock,’ from 
de-

 (with pejorative force) + 
ludere

 ‘to play.’





deluge

 
/ˈdelyo͞o(d)ZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a severe flood.




2.
 
(
the Deluge

 )
 — the biblical Flood (recorded in Genesis 6–8).




3.
 
a heavy fall of rain




•
 
a deluge of rain hit the plains.










4.
 
a great quantity of something arriving at the same time




•
 
a deluge of complaints.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be deluged

 )


1.
 
inundate with a great quantity of something




•
 
he has been 
deluged with

 offers of work.










2.
 
flood




•
 
the country was deluged with rain.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, variant of 
diluve

 , from Latin 
diluvium

 , from 
diluere

 ‘wash away.’





delusion

 
/dəˈlo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idiosyncratic belief or impression that is firmly maintained despite being contradicted by what is generally accepted as reality or rational argument, typically a symptom of mental disorder




•
 
the delusion of being watched.










2.
 
the action of deluding someone or the state of being deluded




•
 
what a capacity television has for delusion.














II.
 
phrases





delusions of grandeur






a false impression of one's own importance.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘act of deluding or of being deluded’): from late Latin 
delusio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deludere

 (see delude
 ).





delusional

 
/dəˈlo͞oZH(ə)nəl/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by or holding idiosyncratic beliefs or impressions that are contradicted by reality or rational argument, typically as a symptom of mental disorder




•
 
hospitalization for schizophrenia and delusional paranoia




•
 
he was diagnosed with a delusional disorder.










2.
 
based on or having faulty judgment; mistaken




•
 
their delusional belief in the project's merits never wavers




•
 
I think the guy is being a bit delusional here.




















delusive

 
/dəˈlo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




giving a false or misleading impression




•
 
the delusive light of Venice.














II.
 
derivatives





delusively

 
/dəˈlo͞osəvlē /






adverb





















delusory

 
/diˈlo͞osərē, -zərē/





I.
 
adjective




another term for delusive
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
delusorius

 , from 
delus-

 ‘mocked,’ from the verb 
deludere

 (see delude
 ).





deluster

 
/dəˈləstər dēˈləstər /

 


‹Brit.›

 delustre






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the luster from (a textile), typically by chemical treatment.













deluxe

 
/dəˈləks/





I.
 
adjective




luxurious or sumptuous; of a superior kind




•
 
a deluxe hotel.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
de luxe

 , literally ‘of luxury.’





delve

 
/delv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach inside a receptacle and search for something




•
 
she 
delved in

 her pocket.










2.
 
research or make painstaking inquiries into something




•
 
as we 
delve

 further 
into

 the atom's secrets.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 dig; excavate


(as 
adj.

 
delved

 )


•
 
the approach from the surface above had awed her, so hugely delved were the tunnels.














II.
 
derivatives





delver






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
delfan

 ‘dig’; related to Dutch 
delven

 .





Dem.






abbreviation






(US)

 Democrat.













demagnetize

 
/dēˈmaɡnəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove magnetic properties from.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demagnetization

 
/ˌdēˌmaɡnədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēˌmaɡnəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
demagnetizer






noun





















demagogue

 
/ˈdeməˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a political leader who seeks support by appealing to popular desires and prejudices rather than by using rational argument.




2.
 
(in ancient Greece and Rome) a leader or orator who espoused the cause of the common people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demagogic

 
/ˌdeməˈɡäjik ˌdeməˈɡäɡik /






adjective













2.
 
demagoguery

 
/ˈdeməˌɡäɡ(ə)rē /






noun













3.
 
demagogy

 
/ˈdeməˌɡäjē ˈdeməˌɡäɡē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
dēmagōgos

 , from 
dēmos

 ‘the people’ + 
agōgos

 ‘leading’ (from 
agein

 ‘to lead’).





demand

 
/dəˈmand/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an insistent and peremptory request, made as if by right




•
 
a series of 
demands for

 far-reaching reforms.










2.
 
(
demands

 )
 — pressing requirements




•
 
he's got enough 
demands on

 his time already.










3.
 


[Economics]

 the desire of purchasers, consumers, clients, employers, etc., for a particular commodity, service, or other item




•
 
a recent slump in demand




•
 
a demand for specialists.














II.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
ask authoritatively or brusquely


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Where is she?” he demanded




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the police demanded that he give them the names.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — insist on having




•
 
an outraged public demanded retribution




•
 
too much was being 
demanded of

 the top players.










3.
 
require; need




•
 
a complex activity demanding detailed knowledge.










4.
 


[Law]

 call into court; summon.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in demand






sought after




•
 
all these skills are much in demand.















2.
 
on demand






as soon as or whenever required




•
 
he promised us endless coffee on demand




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an on-demand movie service on broadband.


















IV.
 
derivatives





demander






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
demande

 (noun), 
demander

 (verb), from Latin 
demandare

 ‘hand over, entrust’ (in medieval Latin ‘demand’), from 
de-

 ‘formally’ + 
mandare

 ‘to order.’





demand curve






noun




a graph showing how the demand for a commodity or service varies with changes in its price.













demand deposit

 
/dəˈmand dēˈmand dəˈpäzət dēˈpäzət/






noun




a deposit of money that can be withdrawn without prior notice.














demand draft






noun




a financial draft payable on demand.













demand-driven






adjective






[Economics]

 motivated or caused by economic demand




•
 
releasing this amount of money into the market could lead to demand-driven price inflation.



















demand feeding

 
/dəˈmand dēˈmand ˈfēdiNG/






noun




the practice of feeding a baby when it cries to be fed rather than at set times.













demanding

 
/dəˈmandiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a task) requiring much skill or effort




•
 
she has a busy and demanding job.










2.
 
(of a person) making others work hard or meet high standards.








II.
 
derivatives





demandingly






adverb





















demand-led

 
/dəˈmandˌled /

 
demand-driven






adjective






[Economics]

 caused or determined by demand from consumers or clients.













demand note

 
/dəˈmand dēˈmand nōt/






noun



1.
 
a formal request for payment.




2.
 
another term for demand draft
 .













demand pull






adjective




relating to or denoting inflation caused by an excess of demand over supply.













demantoid

 
/dəˈmantoid/





I.
 
noun




a lustrous green variety of andradite (garnet).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
Demant

 ‘diamond.’





demarcate

 
/dēˈmärˌkāt ˈdēmärˌkāt /

 
demarkate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set the boundaries or limits of




•
 
plots of land demarcated by barbed wire.










2.
 
separate or distinguish from




•
 
art was being demarcated from the more objective science.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from demarcation
 .






demarcation

 
/ˌdēmärˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of fixing the boundary or limits of something




•
 
the demarcation of the maritime border.










2.
 
a dividing line




•
 
a horizontal band that produces a distinct demarcation two inches from the top.














II.
 
derivatives





demarcator

 
/diˈmärˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Spanish 
demarcación

 , from 
demarcar

 ‘mark the bounds of,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to mark
 1
 . Originally used in the phrase 
line of demarcation

 (Spanish 
linea de demarcación

 , Portuguese 
linha de demarcação

 ), the word denoted a line dividing the New World between the Spanish and Portuguese, laid down by the pope in 1493.





démarche

 
/dāˈmärSH/





I.
 
noun




a political step or initiative




•
 
foreign policy démarches.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from 
démarcher

 ‘take steps.’





demassify

 
/dēˈmasəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide or break up (a social or political unit) into its component parts.








II.
 
derivatives





demassification

 
/-ˌmasifiˈkāSHən /






noun





















dematerialize

 
/ˌdēməˈtirēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become free of physical substance; cease to have material character or qualities




•
 
the kiss dematerializes into a kind of spiritual rebirth.










2.
 
(in science fiction) disappear or cease to be physically present through some imagined technological process




•
 
he watched the time machine dematerialize.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
dematerialized

 )
 — replace (physical records or certificates) with a paperless computerized system




•
 
a dematerialized stock lending service.














II.
 
derivatives





dematerialization

 
/-ˌti(ə)rēələˈzāSHən /






noun





















de Maupassant, Guy

 
/də ˌmōpəˈsänt, də mōpaˈsäN/






see Maupassant, Guy de
 .









deme

 
/dēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a political division of Attica in ancient Greece.




2.
 
an administrative division in modern Greece.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a subdivision of a population consisting of closely related plants, animals, or people, typically breeding mainly within the group.











– origin

 from Greek 
dēmos

 ‘township’; 
sense

 2 is an extended use dating from the 1930s.





demean1


 
/dəˈmēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause a severe loss in the dignity of and respect for (someone or something)




•
 
I had demeaned the profession.










2.
 
(
demean oneself

 )
 — do something that is beneath one's dignity.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from de-
 ‘away, down’ + the adjective mean
 2
 , on the pattern of 
debase

 .






demean2


 
/dəˈmēn/





I.
 
verb

 — (
demean oneself

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 conduct oneself in a particular way




•
 
no man demeaned himself so honorably.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘manage, control’): from Old French 
demener

 ‘to lead,’ based on Latin 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
minare

 ‘drive (animals), drive on with threats’ (from 
minari

 ‘threaten’).





demeaning

 
/diˈmēniNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing someone to lose their dignity and the respect of others




•
 
the poster was not 
demeaning to

 women.














II.
 
derivatives





demeaningly






adverb






















demeanor

 
/dəˈmēnər /

 


‹Brit.›

 demeanour





I.
 
noun




outward behavior or bearing




•
 
a quiet, somber demeanor.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from demean
 2
 , probably influenced by obsolete 
havour

 ‘behavior.’





de' Medici, Catherine






see Catherine de Médicis
 .









de' Medici, Cosimo






see Cosimo de' Medici
 .









de' Medici, Giovanni






see Leo
 1
 .









de' Medici, Lorenzo






see Lorenzo de' Medici
 .









de Médicis, Marie






see Marie de Médicis
 .









dement

 
/dəˈment/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person suffering from dementia.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘demented’): from French 
dément

 or Latin 
demens

 , 
dement-

 ‘insane.’ The noun use dates from the late 19th cent.





demented

 
/dəˈmen(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suffering from dementia.




2.
 


‹informal›

 driven to behave irrationally due to anger, distress, or excitement




•
 
a demented, dangerous, and sadistic Mafioso.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dementedly

 
/dəˈmen(t)ədlē /






adverb













2.
 
dementedness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: past participle of earlier 
dement

 ‘drive mad,’ from Old French 
dementer

 or late Latin 
dementare

 , from 
demens

 ‘out of one's mind.’





démenti

 
/ˌdāmänˈtē/





I.
 
noun




an official denial of a published statement.











– origin

 French, from 
démentir

 ‘contradict or accuse of lying.’





dementia

 
/dəˈmen(t)SH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic or persistent disorder of the mental processes caused by brain disease or injury and marked by memory disorders, personality changes, and impaired reasoning.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, from 
demens

 , 
dement-

 ‘out of one's mind.’





dementia praecox

 
/dəˌmen(t)SHə ˈprēˌkäks/





I.
 
noun




dated term for schizophrenia
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent. Latin, literally ‘early insanity.’





demerara

 
/ˌdeməˈrerə ˌdeməˈrärə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
demerara sugar

 )
 — partially refined light brown cane sugar coming originally from Guyana.

Compare with turbinado sugar
 .




2.
 
(also 
demerara rum

 )
 — a dark rum fermented from molasses, made in Guyana.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the region of Demerara
 .






Demerara

 
/ˌdeməˈre(ə)rə, -ˈrärə/






a river in northern Guyana. Rising in the Guiana Highlands, it flows north for about 200 miles (320 km) to the Atlantic Ocean.









demerit

 
/dēˈmerət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feature or fact deserving censure




•
 
the merits and demerits of these proposals.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a mark awarded against someone for a fault or offense.








II.
 
derivatives





demeritorious

 
/-ˌmeriˈtôrēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘merit’): from Old French 
desmerite

 or Latin 
demeritum

 ‘something deserved,’ neuter past participle of 
demereri

 , from 
de-

 ‘thoroughly’ (also understood in medieval Latin as denoting reversal) + 
mereri

 ‘to merit.’





Demerol

 
/ˈdeməˌrôl, -ˌräl/





I.
 
noun




trademark for meperidine
 .











– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.






demersal

 
/dəˈmərsəl/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of fish) living close to the floor of the sea or a lake.

Often contrasted with pelagic
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
demersus

 (past participle of 
demergere

 ‘submerge, sink,’ from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
mergere

 ‘plunge’) + -al
 .






demesne

 
/dəˈmān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 land attached to a manor and retained for the owner's own use.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the lands of an estate.




3.
 


‹historical›

 
‹archaic›

 a region or domain




•
 
she may one day queen it over that fair demesne.










4.
 


‹historical›

 
[Law]

 possession of real property in one's own right.








II.
 
phrases





held in demesne








[Law]

 
‹historical›

 (of an estate) occupied by the owner, not by tenants.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
demeine

 (later Anglo-Norman French 
demesne

 ) ‘belonging to a lord,’ from Latin 
dominicus

 , from 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’ Compare with domain
 .






Demeter

 
/dəˈmēdər /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the goddess of cereal grains, daughter of Cronus and Rhea and mother of Persephone. She is associated with Cybele; her symbol is typically an ear of wheat. The Eleusinian mysteries were held in honor of her.










demi-

 
/ˈdemē/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
half; half-size




•
 
demisemiquaver




•
 
demitasse.










2.
 
partially; in an inferior degree




•
 
demigod




•
 
demimonde.

















– origin

 via French from medieval Latin 
dimedius

 ‘half,’ from earlier 
dimidius

 .





demi-caractère

 
/ˌdemēkerəkˈter/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of ballet having elements of character dance but executed with steps based on the classical technique.




2.
 
a dancer specializing in demi-caractère.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘half character.’





demi-glace

 
/ˈdemēˌɡlas /

 
demi-glaze





I.
 
noun




a rich, glossy brown sauce from which the liquid has been partly evaporated, typically flavored with wine and served with meat.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘half glaze.’





demigod

 
/ˈdemēˌɡäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a being with partial or lesser divine status, such as a minor deity, the offspring of a god and a mortal, or a mortal raised to divine rank.




•
 
some Roman emperors claimed descent from demigods such as Hercules.










2.
 
a man who is greatly admired or respected




•
 
a former juvenile delinquent who would become a counterculture demigod.




•
 
Roth even mocked the demigod James Joyce.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: translating Latin 
semideus

 .





demigoddess

 
/ˈdemēˌɡädəs/






noun



1.
 
a female being with partial or lesser divine status, such as a minor deity, the offspring of a god and a mortal, or a mortal raised to divine rank




•
 
the Greek demigoddess Clio.










2.
 
a woman who is greatly admired or respected




•
 
to anyone who studied theater in the 70s or 80s, she is a demigoddess.




•
 
pop culture demigoddess Beyonce.



















demijohn

 
/ˈdemēˌjän/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous, narrow-necked bottle holding from 3 to 10 gallons of liquid, typically enclosed in a wicker cover.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably an alteration of French 
dame-jeanne

 ‘Lady Jane,’ by association with demi-
 ‘half-sized’ and the given name 
John

 .





demilitarize

 
/dēˈmilədəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
demilitarized

 )


1.
 
remove all military forces from (an area)




•
 
a demilitarized zone.














II.
 
derivatives





demilitarization

 
/ˈˌdēˌmilədərəˈzāSHən dəˌmilədərəˈzāSHən ˈˌdēˌmilədəˌrīˈzāSHən dəˌmilədəˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun





















de Mille, Agnes George

 
/də ˈmil/






(1905–93), US dancer and choreographer; the niece of movie director Cecil B. De Mille. Her style of dancing mixed classical ballet with folk dance. She choreographed the ballet 
Rodeo

 (1942) and the Broadway musicals 
Oklahoma!

 (1943), 
Brigadoon

 (1947), 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

 (1949), and 
Paint Your Wagon

 (1951), among others.










De Mille, Cecil B.

 
/də ˈmil/






(1881–1959), US movie producer and director, noted for his spectacular epics; full name 
Cecil Blount De Mille

 . He founded the Jesse L. Lasky Feature Play Company (later Paramount) with Samuel Goldwyn in 1913 and chose the then little-known Los Angeles suburb of Hollywood as a location for their first movie, 
The Squaw Man

 (1914). Other notable movies: 
The Ten Commandments

 (1923; remade 1956) and 
Samson and Delilah

 (1949).









demimondaine

 
/ˌdemēmänˈdān/





I.
 
noun




a woman considered to belong to the demimonde.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
demi-mondaine

 , literally ‘woman of the demimonde.’





demimonde

 
/ˈdemēˌmänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in 19th-century France) the class of women considered to be of doubtful morality and social standing.




2.
 
a group of people considered to be on the fringes of respectable society




•
 
the demimonde of arms deals.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
demi-monde

 , literally ‘half-world.’





demine

 
/dēˈmīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove explosive mines from




•
 
the country would now move to demine the 41 sites.














II.
 
derivatives





deminer






noun





















demineralize

 
/dēˈminərəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
demineralized

 )


1.
 
remove salts from (water).




2.
 
deprive (teeth or bones) of minerals, causing loss of tooth enamel or softening of the skeleton.








II.
 
derivatives





demineralization

 
/-ˌminərələˈzāSHən /






noun





















de minimis

 
/dā ˈminiˌmēs/





I.
 
adjective




too trivial or minor to merit consideration, especially in law




•
 
de minimis fringe benefit rules.

















– origin

 from Latin 
de minimis non curat lex

 ‘the law is not concerned with trivial matters.’





demi-pension

 
/ˌdemēˌpänˈsyôn/





I.
 
noun




hotel accommodations with bed, breakfast, and one main meal per day.











– origin

 French, literally ‘half board.’





demirep

 
/ˈdemēˌrep/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a woman whose chastity is considered doubtful.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: abbreviation of 
demi-reputable

 .





demise

 
/dəˈmīz/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a person's death




•
 
Mr. Grisenthwaite's tragic demise.










2.
 
the end or failure of an enterprise or institution




•
 
the demise of industry.










3.
 


[Law]

 conveyance or transfer of property or a title by demising.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 convey or grant (an estate) by will or lease.




2.
 


[Law]

 transmit (a sovereign's title) by death or abdication.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term): from Anglo-Norman French, past participle (used as a noun) of Old French 
desmettre

 ‘dismiss,’ (in reflexive) ‘abdicate,’ based on Latin 
dimittere

 (see dismiss
 ).





demi-sec

 
/ˈdemēˌsek/





I.
 
adjective




(of wine) medium dry.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘half-dry.’






demisemiquaver

 
/ˌdemēˈsemīˌkwāvər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 
[Music]

 a thirty-second note.













demit

 
/dēˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 resign from (an office or position)




•
 
arguments within his congregation led to his demitting his post.














II.
 
derivatives





demission

 
/dəˈmiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dismiss’): from French 
démettre

 , from 
dé-

 ‘away from’ + 
mettre

 ‘put.’





demitasse

 
/ˈdemētäs/





I.
 
noun




a small coffee cup.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘half-cup.’





demiurge

 
/ˈdemēˌərj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a being responsible for the creation of the universe, in particular




2.
 
(in Platonic philosophy) the Maker or Creator of the world.




3.
 
(in Gnosticism and other theological systems) a heavenly being, subordinate to the Supreme Being, that is considered to be the controller of the material world and antagonistic to all that is purely spiritual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demiurgic

 
/ˌdemēˈərjik /






adjective













2.
 
demiurgical

 
/ˌdemēˈərjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a magistrate in certain ancient Greek states): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
dēmiourgos

 ‘craftsman,’ from 
dēmios

 ‘public’ (from 
dēmos

 ‘people’) + 
-ergos

 ‘working.’





demo1


 
/ˈdemō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a demonstration of a product or technique




•
 
staff members gave a demo of the technology.










2.
 
a version of something such as computer software produced to demonstrate its capabilities or for use as a trial




•
 
there is a demo to try before you buy.










3.
 
a recording made to demonstrate the capabilities of a musical group or performer or as preparation for a full recording




•
 
we recorded a three-song demo




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a demo track.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a public meeting or march protesting against something or expressing views on a political issue




•
 
a peace demo.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (a song or piece of music) to demonstrate the capabilities of a musical group or performer or as preparation for a full recording




•
 
they've already demoed twelve new songs.










2.
 
demonstrate the capabilities of (software or equipment)




•
 
Apple is expected to demo the newest version of its mobile operating system at the conference.










3.
 
test (software or another product) as a trial while considering purchase




•
 
if you want to demo the app first, a free download is also available for you to test out.



















demo2


 
/ˈdemō/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 short for demographic
 :




•
 
both channels managed to maintain ratings among young male demos.



















demob

 
/dēˈmäb /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demobilize.








II.
 
noun




demobilization




•
 
we were waiting for our demob.

















– origin

 1920s (following World War I): abbreviation.





demobilize

 
/dēˈmōbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be demobilized

 )


1.
 
take (troops) out of active service, typically at the end of a war




•
 
he was demobilized in February 1946.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cease military operations




•
 
Germany demanded that they demobilize within twelve hours.














II.
 
derivatives





demobilization

 
/dēˌmōbələˈzāSHən dəˌmōbələˈzāSHən dēˌmōbəˌlīˈzāSHən dəˌmōbəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
démobiliser

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing reversal) + 
mobiliser

 ‘mobilize.’






democracy

 
/dəˈmäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically through elected representatives




•
 
capitalism and democracy are ascendant in the third world.










2.
 
a state governed by a democracy




•
 
a multiparty democracy.










3.
 
control of an organization or group by the majority of its members




•
 
the intended extension of industrial democracy.










4.
 
the practice or principles of social equality




•
 
demands for greater democracy.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
démocratie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
dēmokratia

 , from 
dēmos

 ‘the people’ + 
-kratia

 ‘power, rule.’





democrat

 
/ˈdeməˌkrat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an advocate or supporter of democracy.




2.
 
(
Democrat

 )
 — a member of the Democratic Party.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally denoting an opponent of the aristocrats in the French Revolution of 1790): from French 
démocrate

 , on the pattern of 
aristocrate

 ‘aristocrat.’





democratic

 
/ˌdeməˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or supporting democracy or its principles




•
 
democratic reforms




•
 
democratic government.










2.
 
favoring or characterized by social equality; egalitarian




•
 
cycling is a democratic activity that can be enjoyed by anyone.










3.
 
(
Democratic

 )
 — of or relating to the Democratic Party.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
démocratique

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
dēmokratikos

 , from 
dēmokratia

 (see democracy
 ).





democratically

 
/ˌdeməˈkradəklē/






adverb




in accordance with the principles of democracy




•
 
a democratically elected government




•
 
wage scales should be decided democratically.



















democratic centralism






noun




the Leninist organizational system in which policy is decided centrally and is binding on all members.













Democratic Party






one of the two main US political parties (the other being the Republican Party), which follows a liberal program, tending to promote a strong central government and expansive social programs.









Democratic-Republican Party






a US political party that was founded in 1792 by Thomas Jefferson and was a forerunner of the modern Democratic Party.









Democratic Republic of Congo






see Congo, Democratic Republic of
 .









democratization

 
/dəˌmäkrədəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the introduction of a democratic system or democratic principles




•
 
he has funded efforts to promote democratization in Europe




•
 
the Reform Bill was the first step towards democratization of Parliament.










2.
 
the action of making something accessible to everyone




•
 
the democratization of information through technology.



















democratize

 
/dəˈmäkrəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce a democratic system or democratic principles to




•
 
public institutions need to be democratized.










2.
 
make (something) accessible to everyone




•
 
mass production has not democratized fashion.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
démocratiser

 .





Democritus

 
/dəˈmäkritəs, dē-/






(
c.

 460–
c.

 370 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. He developed the atomic theory originated by his teacher 
Leucippus

 that explained natural phenomena in terms of the arrangement and rearrangement of atoms moving in a void.









démodé

 
/ˌdāmōˈdā/





I.
 
adjective




out of fashion.











– origin

 French, past participle of 
démoder

 ‘go out of fashion.’






demodectic mange

 
/ˌdeməˌdektik ˈmān(d)ZH/





I.
 
noun




a form of mange caused by follicle mites and tending to affect chiefly the head and foreparts.

Compare with sarcoptic mange
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
demodectic

 from modern Latin 
Demodex

 (from Greek 
dēmos

 ‘fat’ + 
dēx

 ‘woodworm’) + -ic
 .






demodulate

 
/dēˈmäjəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Electronics]

 extract (a modulating signal) from its carrier.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 separate a modulating signal from (its carrier).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demodulation

 
/dēˌmäjəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
demodulator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun






















demographic

 
/ˌdeməˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the structure of populations




•
 
the demographic trend is toward an older population.














II.
 
noun




a particular sector of a population




•
 
the drink is popular with a young demographic.














III.
 
derivatives





demographical






adjective





















demographically

 
/ˌdeməˈɡrafəklē/






adverb




in a way that relates to the structure of populations




•
 
the state is geographically and demographically diverse.



















demographics

 
/ˌdeməˈɡrafiks/






plural noun




statistical data relating to the population and particular groups within it




•
 
the demographics of book buyers.



















demography

 
/dəˈmäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of statistics such as births, deaths, income, or the incidence of disease, which illustrate the changing structure of human populations.




2.
 
the composition of a particular human population




•
 
Europe's demography is changing.














II.
 
derivatives





demographer

 
/dəˈmäɡrəfər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
dēmos

 ‘the people’ + -graphy
 .





demoi

 
/ˈdēmoi/






plural form of demos
 .









demoiselle

 
/ˌdemwäˈzel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
demoiselle crane

 )
 — a small, graceful Old World crane with a black head and breast and white ear tufts, breeding in southeastern Europe and central Asia.

[
Anthropoides virgo

 , family 
Gruidae

 .]




2.
 
a damselfly, especially of the genus 
Agrion

 .




3.
 
a damselfish.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a young woman.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 4): from French, from Old French 
dameisele

 ‘damsel.’





de Moivre's theorem

 
/də ˈmwävrəz ˌTHirəm /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
a theorem that states that (cos θ + 
i

 sin θ)
n

 = cos 
n

 θ + 
i

 sin 
n

 θ, where 
i

 is the square root of 1.







– origin

 early 18th cent.: named after Abraham 
de Moivre

 (1667–1754) French-born English mathematician, fellow of the Royal Society.






demolish

 
/dəˈmäliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull or knock down (a building).




2.
 
comprehensively refute (an argument or its proponent)




•
 
I looked forward keenly to demolishing my opponent.










3.
 


‹informal›

 overwhelmingly defeat (a player or team)




•
 
they demolished the Denver Broncos, 55-10.










4.
 


‹humorous›

 eat up (food) quickly




•
 
we demolished the potato pancakes.














II.
 
derivatives





demolisher






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
démoliss-

 , lengthened stem of 
démolir

 , from Latin 
demoliri

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
moliri

 ‘construct’ (from 
moles

 ‘mass’).





demolition

 
/ˌdeməˈliSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of demolishing or being demolished




•
 
the monument was saved from demolition.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an overwhelming defeat.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Latin 
demolitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
demoliri

 (see demolish
 ).





demolition derby






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a competition in which typically older cars are driven into each other until only one is left running.














demon1


 
/ˈdēmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evil spirit or devil, especially one thought to possess a person or act as a tormentor in hell.




2.
 
a cruel, evil, or destructive person or thing




•
 
I was a little demon, I can tell you.










3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a forceful, fierce, or skillful performer of a specified activity




•
 
a friend of mine is a demon cook




•
 


a demon for

 work.










4.
 
reckless mischief; devilry




•
 
his eyes are bursting with pure demon.










5.
 
another term for daemon
 1
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
phrases





like a demon






in a very forceful, fierce, or skillful way




•
 
he worked like a demon.





















– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
daemon

 , from Greek 
daimōn

 ‘deity, genius’; 
sense

 1 also from Latin 
daemonium

 ‘lesser or evil spirit,’ from Greek 
daemonion

 , diminutive of 
daimōn

 .





demon2


 
/ˈdēmən/






noun




variant spelling of daemon
 2
 .













demonetize

 
/dēˈmänəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be demonetized

 )


1.
 
deprive (a coin or precious metal) of its status as money.








II.
 
derivatives





demonetization

 
/dēˌmänədəˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌmänəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
démonétiser

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
moneta

 ‘money.’





demoniac

 
/dəˈmōnēˌak/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or characteristic of a demon or demons




•
 
a goddess with both divine and demoniac qualities




•
 
demoniac rage.














II.
 
noun




a person believed to be possessed by an evil spirit.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demoniacal

 
/ˌdēməˈnīək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
demoniacally

 
/ˌdēməˈnīək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
demoniaque

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
daemoniacus

 , from 
daemonium

 ‘lesser or evil spirit’ (see demon
 1
 ).





demonic

 
/dēˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, resembling, or characteristic of demons or evil spirits




•
 
demonic possession




•
 
her laughter was demonic.










2.
 
fiercely energetic or frenzied




•
 
in a demonic hurry.














II.
 
derivatives





demonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
daimonikos

 , from 
daimōn

 (see demon
 1
 ).





demonism

 
/ˈdēməˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
belief in the power of demons.




2.
 
action or behavior that seems too cruel or wicked to be human




•
 
the demonism of warfare.



















demonize

 
/ˈdēməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
portray as wicked and threatening




•
 
seeking to demonize one side in the conflict.














II.
 
derivatives





demonization

 
/ˌdēmənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēməˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















demono-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to demons




•
 
demonolatry.

















– origin

 from Greek 
daimōn

 ‘demon.’





demonolatry

 
/ˌdēməˈnälətrē/






noun




the worship of demons.













demonology

 
/ˌdēməˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of demons or of demonic belief.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demonological

 
/-nəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
demonologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















demonopolize

 
/ˌdēməˈnäpəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce competition into (a market or economy) by privatizing previously nationalized assets.








II.
 
derivatives





demonopolization

 
/-ˌnäpələˈzāSHən /






noun





















demonstrable

 
/dəˈmänstrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




clearly apparent or capable of being logically proved




•
 
the demonstrable injustices of racism.














II.
 
derivatives





demonstrability

 
/dəˌmänstrəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
demonstrabilis

 , from 
demonstrare

 ‘point out.’





demonstrably

 
/dəˈmänstrəblē/






adverb




in a way that is clearly apparent or capable of being logically proved




•
 
the policies followed so far have demonstrably failed




•
 
the claim is demonstrably false.




















demonstrate

 
/ˈdemənˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clearly show the existence or truth of (something) by giving proof or evidence




•
 
their shameful silence demonstrates their ineptitude.










2.
 
give a practical exhibition and explanation of (how a machine, skill, or craft works or is performed)




•
 
computerized design methods will be demonstrated




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he 
demonstrated how

 to make his favorite hotdog.










3.
 
show or express (a feeling or quality) by one's actions




•
 
she began to demonstrate a new-found confidence.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in a public demonstration




•
 
thousands demonstrated in favor of the government.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘point out’): from Latin 
demonstrat-

 ‘pointed out,’ from the verb 
demonstrare

 .





demonstration

 
/ˌdemənˈstrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of showing the existence or truth of something by giving proof or evidence




•
 
it is not capable of mathematical demonstration




•
 
Lind's 
demonstration that

 citrus fruits cure scurvy.










2.
 
the outward showing of feeling




•
 
physical demonstrations of affection.










3.
 
a practical exhibition and explanation of how something works or is performed




•
 
a microwave cooking demonstration.










4.
 
a public meeting or march protesting against something or expressing views on a political issue.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the senses ‘proof provided by logic’ and ‘sign, indication’): from Latin 
demonstratio(n-)

 , from 
demonstrare

 ‘point out’ (see demonstrate
 ). 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 19th cent.





demonstrative

 
/dəˈmänstrədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) tending to show feelings, especially of affection, openly.




2.
 
serving as conclusive evidence of something; giving proof




•
 
demonstrative evidence.










3.
 
involving demonstration, especially by scientific means




•
 
the possibility of a demonstrative science of ethics.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a determiner or pronoun) indicating the person or thing referred to (e.g., 
this

 , 
that

 , 
those

 ).








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a demonstrative determiner or pronoun.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demonstratively

 
/dəˈmänstrədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
demonstrativeness

 
/dəˈmänstrədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘serving as conclusive evidence of’ and ‘making manifest’): from Old French 
demonstratif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
demonstrativus

 , from 
demonstrare

 ‘point out’ (see demonstrate
 ).





demonstrative legacy






noun






[Law]

 a legacy that is directed to be paid from a specified fund or pool.













demonstrator

 
/ˈdemənˌstrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who takes part in a public protest meeting or march.




2.
 
a person who shows how a particular piece of equipment works or how a skill or craft is performed.




3.
 
a person who teaches by demonstrating, especially in a laboratory.




4.
 
a piece of merchandise that can be tested by potential buyers.













de Montespan, Marquise

 
/də ˌmôNtəˈspäN/






see Montespan, Marquise de
 .









de Montfort, Simon

 
/də ˈmäntfərt, -ˌfôrt/






see Montfort, Simon de
 1
 , Montfort, Simon de
 2
 .









demoralize

 
/dəˈmôrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to lose confidence or hope; dispirit




•
 
their rejection of the treaty has demoralized the diplomatic community.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 corrupt the morals of (someone).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demoralization

 
/dəˌmôrələˈzāSH(ə)n dəˌmôrəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
demoralizing

 
/dəˈmôrəˌlīziNG dēˈmôrəˌlīziNG /






adjective













3.
 
demoralizingly






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
démoraliser

 (a word of the French Revolution), from 
dé-

 (expressing reversal) + 
moral

 ‘moral,’ from Latin 
moralis

 .





demoralized

 
/dəˈmôrəˌlīzd/






adjective




having lost confidence or hope; disheartened




•
 
a weak and demoralized president.



















de Morgan's laws

 
/də ˈmôrɡənz ˌlôz /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
two laws in Boolean algebra and set theory that state that AND and OR, or union and intersection, are dual. They are used to simplify the design of electronic circuits.

[The laws can be expressed in Boolean logic as: NOT (
a

 AND 
b

 ) = NOT 
a

 OR NOT 
b

 ; NOT (
a

 OR 
b

 ) = NOT 
a

 AND NOT 
b

 .]







– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Augustus 
de Morgan

 (1806–71), English mathematician, but already known (by logicians) as principles in the Middle Ages.






demos

 
/ˈdēmäs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the common people of an ancient Greek state.




2.
 
the populace as a political unit, especially in a democracy.











– origin

 from Greek 
dēmos

 .





Demosthenes

 
/dəˈmäsTHəˌnēz/





I.
 
(384–322 
BC

 ), Athenian orator and statesman. He is known for his political speeches on the need to resist the aggressive tendencies of Philip II of Macedon (the 
Philippics

 ).




II.
 
derivatives





Demosthenic

 
/dəˈmäsTHəˌnik /






adjective





















demo tape






noun




a recording (originally one presented on a cassette tape) made to demonstrate the capabilities of a musical group or performer.




•
 
he encouraged bands to send him their demo tapes.




















demote

 
/dēˈmōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) a lower rank or less senior position, usually as a punishment




•
 
the head of the army was demoted to deputy defense secretary.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from de-
 ‘down’ + a shortened form of promote
 .






demotic

 
/dəˈmädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to the kind of language used by ordinary people; popular or colloquial




•
 
a demotic idiom.










2.
 
relating to or denoting the form of modern Greek used in everyday speech and writing.

Compare with katharevousa
 .




3.
 
relating to or denoting a simplified, cursive form of ancient Egyptian script, dating from 
c.

 650 
BC

 and replaced by Greek in the Ptolemaic period.

Compare with hieratic
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
ordinary colloquial speech.




2.
 
demotic Greek.




3.
 
demotic Egyptian script.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the Egyptian demotic’): from Greek 
dēmotikos

 ‘popular,’ from 
dēmotēs

 ‘one of the people,’ from 
dēmos

 ‘the people.’





demotion

 
/dēˈmōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




reduction in rank or status




•
 
too many demotions would weaken morale.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from demote
 , on the pattern of 
promotion

 .





demotivate

 
/dēˈmôo͝odəvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) less eager to work or study




•
 
some children disrupt classes and demotivate pupils.














II.
 
derivatives





demotivation






noun





















demountable

 
/dəˈmoun(t)əb(ə)l dēˈmoun(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be dismantled or removed from its setting and readily reassembled or repositioned.








II.
 
derivatives





demount

 
/dəˈmount dēˈmount /






verb





















Dempsey, Jack

 
/ˈdem(p)sē/






(1895–1983), US boxer; full name 
William Harrison Dempsey

 . He was world heavyweight champion 1919–26.









demulcent

 
/dəˈməlsənt /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) relieving inflammation or irritation.








II.
 
noun




a substance that relieves irritation of the mucous membranes in the mouth by forming a protective film.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
demulcent-

 ‘stroking caressingly,’ from the verb 
demulcere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
mulcere

 ‘soothe.’






demur

 
/dəˈmər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise doubts or objections or show reluctance




•
 
normally she would have accepted the challenge, but she demurred.










2.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 put forward a demurrer.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
the action or process of objecting to or hesitating over something




•
 
they accepted this ruling 
without demur

 .

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘linger, delay’): from Old French 
demourer

 (verb), 
demeure

 (noun), based on Latin 
de-

 ‘away, completely’ + 
morari

 ‘delay.’





demure

 
/dəˈmyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a woman or her behavior) reserved, modest, and shy




•
 
a demure little wife who sits at home minding the house.










2.
 
(of clothing) lending a modest appearance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
demurely

 
/dəˈmyo͝orlē /






adverb













2.
 
demureness

 
/dəˈmyo͝ornəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘sober, serious, reserved’): perhaps from Old French 
demoure

 , past participle of 
demourer

 ‘remain, stay’ (see demur
 ); influenced by Old French 
mur

 ‘grave,’ from Latin 
maturus

 ‘ripe or mature.’ The sense ‘reserved, shy’ dates from the late 17th cent.





demurrable

 
/diˈmyo͝orəbəl/






adjective






‹dated›

 
[chiefly Law]

 open to demurrer.













demurrage

 
/dəˈmərij/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a charge payable to the owner of a chartered ship in respect of failure to load or discharge the ship within the time agreed.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (also in the general sense ‘procrastination, delay’): from Old French 
demourage

 , from the verb 
demourer

 (see demur
 ).





demurral

 
/dəˈmərəl/






noun




the action of demurring




•
 
words of demurral.



















demurrer

 
/dəˈmərər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an objection.




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 an objection that an opponent's point is irrelevant or invalid, while granting the factual basis of the point




•
 


on demurrer

 it was held that the plaintiff's claim succeeded.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French (infinitive used as a noun), from Old French 
demourer

 ‘remain, stay’ (see demur
 ).





demutualize

 
/dēˈmyo͞oCHo͞owəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change (a mutual organization such as a savings and loan association) to one of a different kind.








II.
 
derivatives





demutualization

 
/dēˌmyo͞oCH(o͞o)ələˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌmyo͞oCH(o͞o)əˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















demy

 
/dəˈmī /

 
metric demy





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paper size, now standardized at 564 × 444 mm.




2.
 
(in full 
demy octavo

 )
 — a book size, now standardized at 216 × 138 mm.




3.
 
(in full 
demy quarto

 )
 — a book size, now standardized at 276 × 219 mm.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘half-sized’): from demi-
 , or from its source, French 
demi

 ‘half.’





demyelinate

 
/dēˈmīələˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
demyelinating

 )


1.
 


[Medicine]

 cause the loss or destruction of myelin in (nerve tissue)




•
 
a chronic demyelinating disease.














II.
 
derivatives





demyelination

 
/-ˌmīəliˈnāSHən /






noun





















demystify

 
/dēˈmistəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a difficult or esoteric subject) clearer and easier to understand




•
 
this book attempts to demystify technology.














II.
 
derivatives





demystification

 
/ˌdēˌmistəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















demythologize

 
/ˌdēməˈTHäləjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reinterpret (a subject or text) so that it is free of mythical or heroic elements




•
 
he undertakes to demythologize the man who has been for many the modern counterpart of St. Augustine.










2.
 
reinterpret what are considered to be mythological elements of (the Bible).














den

 
/den/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild animal's lair or habitation.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a small, comfortable room in a house where a person can pursue an activity in private.




3.
 
a place where people meet in secret, typically to engage in some illicit activity




•
 
an opium den




•
 
a den of iniquity.










4.
 


(chiefly US)

 a small subdivision of a Cub Scout pack.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a wild animal) live in or retreat to a den




•
 
the cubs denned in the late autumn.

















– origin

 Old English 
denn

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Tenne

 ‘threshing floor,’ also to dene
 1
 .






Denali

 
/dəˈnälē/






another name for Mount McKinley (see McKinley, Mount
 ).









denar

 
/diˈnär/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.











– origin

 based on Latin 
denarius

 ; compare with dinar
 .






denarius

 
/dəˈnerēəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient Roman silver coin, originally worth ten asses.




2.
 
a unit of weight equal to that of a silver denarius.




3.
 
an ancient Roman gold coin worth 25 silver denarii.











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, literally ‘containing ten,’ from the phrase 
denarius nummus

 ‘coin worth ten asses’ (see as
 2
 ), from 
deni

 ‘in tens,’ from 
decem

 ‘ten.’





denary

 
/ˈden(ə)rē ˈdēn(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or based on the number ten; less common term for decimal





•
 
denary numbers.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
denarius

 ‘containing ten’ (see denarius
 ).





denationalize

 
/dēˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (a nationalized industry or institution) from public to private ownership.




2.
 
deprive (a country or person) of nationality or national characteristics.








II.
 
derivatives





denationalization

 
/ˌdēnaSH(ə)nələˈzāSHən ˌdēnaSH(ə)nəˌlīˈzāSHən dəˌnaSH(ə)nəˌlīˈzāSHən dəˌnaSH(ə)nələˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
dénationaliser

 (a word of the French Revolution), from 
dé-

 (expressing reversal) + 
nationaliser

 ‘nationalize.’





denaturalize

 
/dēˈnaCH(ə)rəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) unnatural.




2.
 
deprive (someone) of citizenship of a country.








II.
 
derivatives





denaturalization

 
/dēˌnaCH(ə)rələˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌnaCH(ə)rəlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















denaturant

 
/dēˈnāCH(ə)rənt/






noun



1.
 
a substance added to alcohol to make it unfit for drinking.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a substance that causes denaturation of proteins or other biological compounds.













denature

 
/dēˈnāCHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
denatured

 )


1.
 
take away or alter the natural qualities of




•
 
empty verbalisms and denatured ceremonies.










2.
 
make (alcohol) unfit for drinking by the addition of toxic or foul-tasting substances.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 destroy the characteristic properties of (a protein or other biological macromolecule) by heat, acidity, or other effects that disrupt its molecular conformation.








II.
 
derivatives





denaturation

 
/dēˌnāCHəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘make unnatural’): from French 
dénaturer

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing reversal) + 
nature

 ‘nature.’





denazification

 
/dēˌnätsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of bringing the leaders of the National Socialist regime in Germany to justice and of purging all elements of Nazism from public life, carried out especially between 1945 and 1948.













denazify

 
/dēˈnätsəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the Nazi (or figuratively, the fascist or repressive) influence from.













Dench, Dame Judi

 
/denCH/






(1934–), English actress; full name 
Judith Olivia Dench

 . She has appeared in numerous theatrical, movie, and television productions. Her movies include 
A Handful of Dust

 (1987), 
Mrs. Brown

 (1997), 
Shakespeare in Love

 (1998), and 
Iris

 (2001).









dendriform

 
/ˈdendrəˌfôrm/






adjective




having the shape or form of a tree.













dendrimer

 
/ˈdendrəmər/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic polymer with a branching, treelike structure.











– origin

 1990s: from Greek 
dendron

 ‘tree’ + 
-i-

 + 
-mer

 .






dendrite

 
/ˈdendrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 a short branched extension of a nerve cell, along which impulses received from other cells at synapses are transmitted to the cell body.

Compare with axon
 .




2.
 
a crystal or crystalline mass with a branching, treelike structure.




3.
 
a natural treelike or mosslike marking on a piece of rock or mineral.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Greek 
dendritēs

 ‘treelike,’ from 
dendron

 ‘tree.’





dendritic

 
/denˈdridik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 having a branched form resembling a tree.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Physiology]

 of or relating to a dendrite or dendrites.




3.
 


‹technical›

 (of a solid) consisting of crystalline dendrites




•
 
dendritic salt.














II.
 
derivatives





dendritically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















dendro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to a tree or trees




•
 
dendrology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
dendron

 ‘tree.’





dendrochronology

 
/ˌdendrōkrəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the science or technique of dating events, environmental change, and archaeological artifacts by using the characteristic patterns of annual growth rings in timber and tree trunks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dendrochronological

 
/-ˌkränlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
dendrochronologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















dendrogram

 
/ˈdendrəˌɡram/






noun




a tree diagram, especially one showing taxonomic relationships.













dendroid

 
/ˈdendroid/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant, marine invertebrate, or structure) tree-shaped; arborescent; branching.








II.
 
noun






[Paleontology]

 a graptolite of a type that formed much-branched colonies, found chiefly in the Ordovician and Silurian periods.

[Order 
Dendroidea

 , class 
Graptolithina

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dendro-
 ‘tree’ + -oid
 .





dendrology

 
/denˈdräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of trees.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dendrological

 
/ˌdendrəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
dendrologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















dendron

 
/ˈdendrən/





I.
 
noun




another term for dendrite
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dendrite
 , on the pattern of words such as 
axon

 .






dene1


 
/dēn /

 
dean





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 (usu. in place names) a vale, especially the deep, narrow, wooded valley of a small river




•
 
Rottingdean




•
 
Deepdene.

















– origin

 Old English 
denu

 , of Germanic origin; related to den
 .





dene2


 
/dēn/





I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 a bare, sandy tract or low dune by the sea.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps of Germanic origin and related to dune
 .





Dene

 
/diˈnā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of American Indian peoples of the Canadian Northwest and Alaska, traditionally speaking Athabaskan languages, and having collective representation in Canadian political life.




2.
 
any of the languages of the Dene.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Dene or their languages.











– origin

 from French 
Déné

 , from an Athabaskan word meaning ‘people.’





Deneb

 
/ˈdeneb /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Cygnus, a yellow supergiant.







– origin

 from Arabic, literally ‘tail’ (i.e., of the “swan”).





Denebola

 
/dəˈnebələ /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the second brightest star in the constellation Leo.







– origin

 from Arabic 
dhanab al(-asad

 ) ‘(lion's) tail.’





denervate

 
/dēˈnərvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 remove or cut off the nerve supply from (an organ or other body part)


(as 
adj.

 
denervated

 )


•
 
the denervated muscle fibers.














II.
 
derivatives





denervation

 
/ˌdēnərˈvāSHən /






noun





















Deneuve, Catherine

 
/dəˈno͝ov, dəˈnœv/






(1943–), French actress; born 
Catherine Dorléac

 . Notable movies: 
Repulsion

 (1965), 
Belle de jour

 (1967), and 
Indochine

 (1992).










dengue

 
/ˈdeNGɡē ˈdeNGɡā /

 
dengue fever





I.
 
noun




a debilitating viral disease of the tropics, transmitted by mosquitoes, and causing sudden fever and acute pains in the joints.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from West Indian Spanish, from Kiswahili 
dinga

 (in full 
kidingapopo

 ), influenced by Spanish 
dengue

 ‘fastidiousness’ (with reference to the dislike of movement by affected patients).





Deng Xiaoping

 
/ˈdəNG ˈSHouˈpiNG /

 
Teng Hsiao-p'ing






(1904–97), Chinese communist statesman; vice-premier 1973–76 and 1977–80; vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 1977–80. Discredited during the Cultural Revolution, he was reinstated in 1977 and became the leader of China.










Den Haag

 
/den ˈhäɡ/






Dutch name for The Hague (see Hague
 ).









deniable

 
/dəˈnīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be denied




•
 
the government did agree to play a limited and deniable role in the rebellion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deniability

 
/-ˌnīəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
deniably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















denial

 
/dəˈnīəl/






noun



1.
 
the action of declaring something to be untrue




•
 
she shook her head 
in denial

 .










2.
 
the refusal of something requested or desired




•
 
the denial of insurance to people with certain medical conditions.










3.
 
a statement that something is not true




•
 
official denials




•
 
his 
denial that

 he was having an affair.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 failure to acknowledge an unacceptable truth or emotion or to admit it into consciousness, used as a defense mechanism




•
 
you're living 
in denial

 .










5.
 
short for self-denial
 .




6.
 
disavowal of a person as one's leader.













denialist

 
/dəˈnīələst/





I.
 
noun




a person who does not acknowledge the truth of a concept or proposition that is supported by the majority of scientific or historical evidence; a denier




•
 
the small minority of very vocal climate change denialists.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the denialist view.














II.
 
derivatives





denialism

 
/dəˈnīəlizm /






noun





















denial of service






noun






[Computing]

 an interruption in an authorized user's access to a computer network, typically one caused with malicious intent.













denier1


 
/dəˈnīər/






noun




a person who denies something




•
 
a prominent denier of global warming.



















denier2


 
/ˈdenyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of weight by which the fineness of silk, rayon, or nylon yarn is measured, equal to the weight in grams of 9,000 meters of the yarn and often used to describe the thickness of hosiery




•
 
840 denier nylon.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a French coin, equal to one twelfth of a sou, which was withdrawn from use in the 19th century.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
denarius

 (see denarius
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





denigrate

 
/ˈdenəˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
criticize unfairly; disparage




•
 
there is a tendency to denigrate the poor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
denigrator

 
/ˈdenəˌɡrādər /






noun













2.
 
denigratory

 
/ˈdenəɡrəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘blacken, make dark’): from Latin 
denigrat-

 ‘blackened,’ from the verb 
denigrare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, completely’ + 
nigrare

 (from 
niger

 ‘black’).





denigration

 
/ˌdenəˈɡrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of unfairly criticizing someone or something




•
 
I witnessed the denigration of anyone who failed to toe the line




•
 
their constant denigration by a hostile media.



















denim

 
/ˈdenəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sturdy cotton twill fabric, typically blue, used for jeans, overalls, and other clothing.




2.
 
(
denims

 )
 — clothing made from denim fabric




•
 
a pair of denims.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as 
serge denim

 ): from French 
serge de Nimes

 , denoting a kind of serge from the manufacturing town of Nîmes
 .






De Niro, Robert

 
/də ˈni(ə)rō/






(1943–), US actor. Notable movies: 
Bang the Drum Slowly

 (1973), 
The Godfather Part II

 (1974), 
Taxi Driver

 (1976), 
Raging Bull

 (1980), 
A Bronx Tale

 (1993; also directed), and 
Meet the Fockers

 (2004).










Denis, St.

 
/ˈdenis, dəˈnē /

 
Denys






(died 
c.

 250), French bishop; born in Italy; patron saint of France; Roman name 
Dionysius

 . According to tradition, he was one of a group of seven missionaries sent from Rome to convert Gaul; he became bishop of Paris and was martyred in the reign of the emperor Valerian. Feast day, October 9.









Denison

 
/ˈdenəsən/






a city in northern Texas, on the Red River; pop. 24,001 (est. 2008).









denitrify

 
/dēˈnītrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of bacteria) remove the nitrates or nitrites from (soil, air, or water) by chemical reduction.








II.
 
derivatives





denitrification

 
/-ˌnītrəfiˈkāSHən /






noun





















denizen

 
/ˈdenəzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 an inhabitant or occupant of a particular place




•
 
denizens of field and forest.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 
(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a foreigner allowed certain rights in the adopted country.








II.
 
derivatives





denizenship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
deynseyn

 , via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
deinz

 ‘within’ (from Latin 
de

 ‘from’ + 
intus

 ‘within’) + 
-ein

 (from Latin 
-aneus

 ‘-aneous’). The change in the form of the word was due to association with citizen
 .





Denizli

 
/ˈdenizlē/






a commercial city in southwestern Turkey, the site of ancient ruins; pop. 323,200 (est. 2007).










Denmark

 
/ˈdenmärk/





I.
 
a country in northwestern Europe, on the Jutland peninsula and many islands, between the North and the Baltic seas; pop. 5,500,500 (est. 2009); capital, Copenhagen; official language, Danish.

Danish name Danmark
 .





Denmark emerged as a separate country during the Viking period of the 10th and 11th centuries. In the 14th century Denmark and Norway were united under a Danish king; the union was joined between the late 1300s and 1523 by Sweden, and Norway was ceded to Sweden in 1814. Although neutral, Denmark was occupied by Germany for much of World War II. It joined the EC (now the EU) in 1973.





den mother






noun



1.
 


(US)

 the female leader of a den of Cub Scouts.




2.
 


(US)

 a woman who plays a supportive or protective role for a particular group of people




•
 
the band's business manager, cook, and de facto den mother.




















denominal

 
/dēˈnämənl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a word) derived from a noun.








II.
 
noun




a verb or other word that is derived from a noun.











– origin

 1930s: from de-
 + nominal
 .






denominate

 
/dəˈnäməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(
be denominated

 )
 — (of sums of money) be expressed in a specified monetary unit




•
 
the borrowings were 
denominated in

 U.S. dollars.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 call; name




•
 
the whole train was denominated a “bull-outfit.”

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘give a name to’): from Latin 
denominat-

 ‘named,’ from the verb 
denominare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, formally’ + 
nominare

 ‘to name’ (from 
nomen

 , 
nomin-

 ‘name’). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 20th cent.





denomination

 
/dəˌnäməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a recognized autonomous branch of the Christian Church.




2.
 
a group or branch of any religion




•
 
Jewish clergy of all denominations.










3.
 
the face value of a banknote, coin, or postage stamp




•
 
a hundred dollars or so, in small denominations.










4.
 
the rank of a playing card within a suit, or of a suit relative to others




•
 
two cards of the same denomination.










5.
 


‹formal›

 a name or designation, especially one serving to classify a set of things.




6.
 
the action of naming or classifying something




•
 
denomination of oneself as a fat woman.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Latin 
denominatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
denominare

 (see denominate
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





denominational

 
/dəˌnäməˈnāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or according to the principles of a particular religious denomination




•
 
denominational relief agencies.














II.
 
derivatives





denominationalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun





















denominative

 
/dēˈnäməˌnādiv dēˈnämənədiv dəˈnäməˌnādiv/





I.
 
adjective




old-fashioned term for denominal
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun in the grammatical sense): from late Latin 
denominativus

 , from 
denominat-

 ‘named,’ from the verb 
denominare

 (see denominate
 ).





denominator

 
/dəˈnäməˌnādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the number below the line in a common fraction; a divisor.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a figure representing the total population in terms of which statistical values are expressed.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
dénominateur

 or medieval Latin 
denominator

 , from 
denominare

 ‘to name’ (see denominate
 ).






denotation

 
/ˌdēnōˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the literal or primary meaning of a word, in contrast to the feelings or ideas that the word suggests




•
 
beyond their immediate denotation, the words have a connotative power.










2.
 
the action or process of indicating or referring to something by means of a word, symbol, etc.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 the object or concept to which a term refers, or the set of objects of which a predicate is true.

Often contrasted with connotation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





denotational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective





















denote

 
/dəˈnōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a sign of; indicate




•
 
this mark denotes purity and quality.










2.
 
stand as a name or symbol for




•
 
the level of output per firm, denoted by X.














II.
 
derivatives





denotative

 
/ˈdēnōˌtādiv dəˈnōdədiv dēˈnōdədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘be a sign of, mark out’): from French 
dénoter

 or Latin 
denotare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, thoroughly’ + 
notare

 ‘observe, note’ (from 
nota

 ‘a mark’). / 
usage:

 For an explanation of the difference between 
denote

 and 
connote

 , see usage at connote
 .





denouement

 
/ˌdāno͞oˈmäN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the final part of a play, movie, or narrative in which the strands of the plot are drawn together and matters are explained or resolved.




2.
 
the climax of a chain of events, usually when something is decided or made clear




•
 
I waited by the eighteenth green to see the denouement.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French 
dénouement

 , from 
dénouer

 ‘unknot.’






denounce

 
/dəˈnouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly declare to be wrong or evil




•
 
the Assembly denounced the use of violence




•
 
he was widely 
denounced as

 a traitor.










2.
 
inform against




•
 
some of his own priests 
denounced

 him 
to

 the King for heresy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
denouncement

 
/dəˈnounsmənt /






noun













2.
 
denouncer

 
/dəˈnounsər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘proclaim, announce,’ also ‘proclaim someone to be wicked, cursed, a rebel, etc’): from Old French 
denoncier

 , from Latin 
denuntiare

 ‘give official information,’ based on 
nuntius

 ‘messenger.’





de nouveau

 
/ˌdə no͞oˈvō/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 starting again from the beginning; anew.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘from new.’





de novo

 
/dā ˈnōvō, di/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




starting from the beginning; anew


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
in a pure meritocracy, everyone must begin de novo




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a general strategy for de novo protein design.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘from new.’





Denpasar

 
/denˈpäˌsär/






the chief city of the island of Bali in Indonesia, a seaport on the southern coast; pop. 424,300 (est. 2009).









dense

 
/dens/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
closely compacted in substance




•
 
dense volcanic rock




•
 
swirling, dense smoke.










2.
 
having the constituent parts crowded closely together




•
 
an estuary 
dense with

 marine life.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) stupid.




4.
 
(of a text) hard to understand because of complexity of ideas.








II.
 
derivatives





denseness

 
/ˈdensnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
densus

 .





densely

 
/ˈdenslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a closely compacted or crowded manner; thickly




•
 
a densely populated country




•
 
densely packed layers




•
 
the best way to keep weeds at bay is to plant densely.










2.
 
in a manner that is hard to understand because of its complexity




•
 
densely plotted historical fiction.










3.
 


‹informal›

 in a stupid manner




•
 
staff can be surly should they decide a customer is behaving densely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he is densely ignorant and primitive.



















densify

 
/ˈdensəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
densified

 )


1.
 
make (something) more dense




•
 
densified hardboard.














II.
 
derivatives





densification

 
/ˌdensəfiˈkāSHən /






noun





















densimeter

 
/denˈsimədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring density, especially of liquids.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
densus

 ‘dense’ + -meter
 .





densitometer

 
/ˌdensəˈtämədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for measuring the density of a material.




2.
 
an instrument for measuring the photographic density of an image on a film or photographic print.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
densitometric

 
/-sitəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
densitometrically

 
/-sitəˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
densitometry

 
/-ˈtämətrē /






noun





















density

 
/ˈdensədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the degree of compactness of a substance




•
 
a reduction in bone density.










2.
 
(also 
packing density

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a measure of the amount of information on a storage medium (tape or disk). For magnetic tape it is the amount of information recorded per unit length of tape (bits per inch or millimeter); for a disk, a fixed number of bits per sector, sectors per track, and tracks per disk




•
 
chip density doubles every eighteen months




•
 [as 
modifier

 , in 
combination

 ]
 
a 
low-density

 5.25-inch floppy disk




•
 
a drive capable of handling 
high-density

 1.44 megabyte disks.










3.
 


[Physics]

 degree of consistency measured by the quantity of mass per unit volume.




4.
 
the opacity of a photographic image.




5.
 
the quantity of people or things in a given area or space




•
 
areas of low population density




•
 
a density of 10,000 per square mile.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
densité

 or Latin 
densitas

 , from 
densus

 ‘dense.’





density function






noun




short for probability density function
 .














dent

 
/dent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight hollow in a hard, even surface made by a blow or by the exertion of pressure.




2.
 
a diminishing effect; a reduction




•
 
a dent in profits.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a dent




•
 
the moose dropped a hind foot and dented the hood of the car.










2.
 
have an adverse effect on; diminish




•
 
this neither deterred him nor dented his enthusiasm.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun designating a blow with a weapon): variant of dint
 .





dent.






abbreviation



1.
 
dental.




2.
 
dentist.




3.
 
dentistry.














dental

 
/ˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to the teeth




•
 
dental health.










2.
 
(abbr.: 
dent.

 )
 — of or relating to dentistry




•
 
dental councils.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) pronounced with the tip of the tongue against the upper front teeth (as 
th

 ) or the alveolar ridge (as 
n

 , 
d

 , 
t

 ).








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a dental consonant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dentalize

 
/ˈdentlˌīz /






verb




(
 — 

[Phonetics]















2.
 
dentally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
dentalis

 , from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





dental dam






noun




a thin sheet of latex used by dentists to isolate a tooth being worked on, or as a prophylactic device during cunnilingus and anilingus.














dental floss






noun




a soft thread of floss silk or similar material used to clean between the teeth.













dental formula






noun






[Zoology]

 a formula expressing the number and kinds of teeth possessed by a mammal. A dental formula is usually written in the form of four “fractions,” one for each type of tooth, with the upper and lower lines describing the upper and lower jaws respectively.














dental hygienist





I.
 
noun




an ancillary dental worker specializing in scaling and polishing teeth and in giving advice on cleaning the teeth.








II.
 
derivatives





dental hygiene






noun





















dentalium

 
/denˈtālēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for tooth shell
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
dentalium shells are ideal for use with beadwork.







[Genus 
Dentalium

 , class 
Scaphopoda

 .]




2.
 
(usu. 
dentalia

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 tooth shells used as currency, especially by some American Indian peoples




•
 
he gave them handfuls of dentalia, for which his father-in-law and his brothers-in-law gave him slaves and valuable furs




•
 
a white mare purchased with dentalium.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from late Latin 
dentalis

 (see dental
 ).





dental nurse

 
/ˈden(t)l nərs/






noun




a nurse who assists a dentist.













dental surgeon

 
/ˈden(t)l ˈsərjən/






noun




a dentist.













dental technician

 
/ˈden(t)l tekˈniSHən/






noun




a person who makes and repairs artificial teeth.













dentary

 
/ˈden(t)ərē/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the anterior bone of the lower jaw, which bears the teeth. In mammals it forms the whole of the lower jaw (or mandible).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
dentarius

 , from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





dentate

 
/ˈdentāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having a toothlike or serrated edge.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dentatus

 , from 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





dentelle

 
/denˈtel/





I.
 
noun




ornamental tooling used in bookbinding, resembling lace edging.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, ‘lace,’ from 
dent

 ‘tooth’ + the diminutive suffix 
-elle

 .





dentex

 
/ˈdenteks/





I.
 
noun




any of various sea breams of the genus 
Dentex

 , especially 
D. dentex

 of the Mediterranean and the North African Atlantic coast. Many are important food fishes.











– origin

 modern Latin (genus name), from Latin.






denticle

 
/ˈden(t)ək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a small tooth or toothlike projection.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a pointer on an astrolabe): from Latin 
denticulus

 , diminutive of 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





denticulate

 
/denˈtikyələt/





I.
 
adjective




having small teeth or toothlike projections; finely toothed.








II.
 
derivatives





denticulated

 
/-ˌlātid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
denticulatus

 , from 
denticulus

 ‘small tooth’ (see denticle
 ).





dentifrice

 
/ˈden(t)əfrəs/





I.
 
noun




a paste or powder for cleaning the teeth.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
dentifricium

 , from 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth’ + 
fricare

 ‘to rub.’





dentil

 
/ˈdentl ˈdenˌtil/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
(in classical architecture) one of a number of small, rectangular blocks resembling teeth and used as a decoration under the soffit of a cornice




•
 
a dentil frieze.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
dentello

 or obsolete French 
dentille

 , diminutive of 
dent

 ‘tooth,’ from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 .





dentilingual

 
/ˌden(t)əˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) pronounced with the teeth and the tongue; dental.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth’ + lingual
 .





dentin

 
/ˈdentēn denˈtēn /

 
dentine





I.
 
noun




hard, dense, bony tissue forming the bulk of a tooth beneath the enamel.








II.
 
derivatives





dentinal

 
/ˈdentn-əl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth’ + -in
 1
 .





dentist

 
/ˈden(t)əst/





I.
 
noun




a person qualified to treat the diseases and conditions that affect the teeth and gums, especially the repair and extraction of teeth and the insertion of artificial ones.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
dentiste

 , from 
dent

 ‘tooth,’ from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 .





dentistry

 
/ˈden(t)əstrē/






noun




the treatment of diseases and other conditions that affect the teeth and gums, especially the repair and extraction of teeth and the insertion of artificial ones




•
 
advances in modern dentistry




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
dentistry students.



















dentition

 
/denˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun




the arrangement or condition of the teeth in a particular species or individual.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the process of developing of teeth): from Latin 
dentitio(n-)

 , from 
dentire

 ‘teethe,’ from 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





Denton

 
/ˈdent(ə)n/






a commercial city in northeastern Texas; pop. 119,454 (est. 2008).










denture

 
/ˈden(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
dentures

 )


1.
 
a removable plate or frame holding one or more artificial teeth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
dent

 ‘tooth,’ from Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 .





denturist

 
/ˈden(t)SHərəst/






noun




a person who makes dentures.













denuclearize

 
/dēˈn(y)o͞oklēəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove nuclear weapons from.








II.
 
derivatives





denuclearization

 
/-ˌn(y)o͞oklēərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















denude

 
/dəˈn(y)o͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strip (something) of its covering, possessions, or assets; make bare




•
 
almost overnight the Arctic was 
denuded of

 animals.














II.
 
derivatives





denudation

 
/ˌdēn(y)o͞oˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
denudare

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
nudare

 ‘to bare’ (from 
nudus

 ‘naked’).





denumerable

 
/dēˈn(y)o͞omərəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 able to be counted by a one-to-one correspondence with the infinite set of integers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
denumerability

 
/-ˌn(y)o͞omərəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
denumerably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from late Latin 
denumerare

 ‘count out’ + -able
 .





denunciation

 
/dəˌnənsēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
public condemnation of someone or something.




2.
 
the action of informing against someone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
denunciator

 
/dəˈnənsēˌādər /






noun













2.
 
denunciatory

 
/dəˈnənsēəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
denuntiatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
denuntiare

 (see denounce
 ). The original sense was ‘public announcement,’ also ‘formal accusation or charge’; the main sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





Denver

 
/ˈdenvər/






the capital of Colorado, in the central part of the state, on the South Platte River; pop. 598,707 (est. 2008). It is situated at an altitude of 5,280 feet (1,608 m) on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountains.









Denver, John






(1943–97), US country and pop singer and songwriter and actor; born 
Henry John Deutschendorf

 . He celebrated the simple life and his love of Colorado in his songs such as “Take Me Home, Country Roads” (1971), “Rocky Mountain High” (1972), and “Sunshine on My Shoulders” (1974). He also acted in movies, most notably 
Oh, God!

 (1977).









Denver boot





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 see boot
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after 
Denver

 , Colorado, where the boot was introduced in 1949.





deny

 
/dəˈnī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
state that one refuses to admit the truth or existence of




•
 
they deny any responsibility for the tragedy.










2.
 
refuse to admit the truth of (a concept or proposition that is supported by the majority of scientific or historical evidence)




•
 
an anti-environmentalist campaign group that denies climate change.










3.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — refuse to give or grant (something requested or desired) to (someone)




•
 
the inquiry was denied access to intelligence sources.










4.
 
(
deny oneself

 )
 — refrain from satisfying oneself




•
 
he had denied himself sexually for years.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 refuse access to (someone)




•
 
the servants are ordered to deny him.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deni-

 , stressed stem of 
deneier

 , from Latin 
denegare

 , from 
de-

 ‘formally’ + 
negare

 ‘say no.’





Denys, St.






see Denis, St.










deodar

 
/ˈdēəˌdär/





I.
 
noun




a tall, broadly conical cedar that is native to the Himalayas and has drooping branches and large barrel-shaped cones.

[
Cedrus deodara

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
deodār

 , from Sanskrit 
devadāru

 ‘divine tree.’





deodorant

 
/dēˈōdərənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that removes or conceals unpleasant smells, especially bodily odors.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + Latin 
odor

 ‘smell’ + -ant
 .





deodorize

 
/dēˈōdəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove or conceal an unpleasant smell in




•
 
people used dried flowers to deodorize their homes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deodorization

 
/dēˌōd(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌōdəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
deodorizer

 
/dēˈōdəˌrīzər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + Latin 
odor

 ‘smell’ + -ize
 .





Deo gratias

 
/ˌdāō ˈɡrätsēəs/





I.
 
exclamation




thanks be to God.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin.





deontic

 
/dēˈän(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 of or relating to duty and obligation as ethical concepts.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Linguistics]

 expressing duty or obligation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as noun 
deontics

 ): from Greek 
deont-

 ‘being needed or necessary’ (from 
dei

 ‘it is necessary’) + -ic
 .





deontology

 
/ˌdēänˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the study of the nature of duty and obligation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deontological

 
/dēˌäntˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
deontologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
deont-

 ‘being necessary’ (from 
dei

 ‘it is necessary’) + -logy
 .





Deo volente

 
/ˌdāō vəˈlentē/





I.
 
adverb




God willing; if nothing prevents it.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin.





deoxidize

 
/dēˈäksəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove combined oxygen from (a substance, usually a metal).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deoxidation

 
/dēˌäksəˈdāSHən /






noun













2.
 
deoxidizer






noun





















deoxycorticosterone

 
/dēˌäksēˌkôrdiˈkästəˌrōn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a corticosteroid hormone involved in regulating the salt and water balance in the human body.













deoxygenate

 
/dēˈäksəjəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
deoxygenated

 )


1.
 
remove oxygen from




•
 
deoxygenated air.














II.
 
derivatives





deoxygenation

 
/-ˌäksijəˈnāSHən /






noun






















deoxyribonuclease

 
/dēˌäksēˌrībōˈn(y)o͞oklēˌās, -ˌāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for DNase
 .













deoxyribonucleic acid

 
/dēˌäksēˌrībōn(y)o͞oˈklēik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun




see DNA
 .











– origin

 1930s: 
deoxyribonucleic

 from a blend of deoxyribose
 and nucleic acid
 .






deoxyribose

 
/dēˌäksēˈrībōs, -bōz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sugar derived from ribose by replacing a hydroxyl group with hydrogen.

[Chem. formula; C5
 H10
 O4
 . There are several isomers; the isomer 
2-deoxyribose

 is a constituent of DNA.]











– origin

 1930s: from de-
 (expressing reduction) + oxy-
 2
 + ribose
 .





dep.






abbreviation



1.
 
departs.




2.
 
deputy.













depanneur

 
/ˌdepəˈnər /

 
dépanneur





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 (especially in Quebec) a convenience store




•
 
you can buy beer at the depanneur along with your smokes and lotto tickets.

















– origin

 Canadian French 
dépanneur

 , from French (in the sense ‘mechanic, repairman’) (the Canadian French sense apparently deriving from the idea that last-minute or emergency purchases can be made from such a store).





Depardieu, Gérard

 
/ˌdāpärˈd(y)o͞o, -ˈdyœ/






1948–, French actor. Notable movies: 
Jean de Florette

 (1986), 
Green Card

 (1990), 
Tous les matins du monde

 (1991), and 
In the Beginning

 (1991).










depart

 
/dəˈpärt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave, typically in order to start a journey




•
 
they 
departed for

 Germany




•
 
a contingent was 
departing from

 Cairo.










2.
 
(
depart from

 )
 — deviate from (an accepted, prescribed, or traditional course of action)




•
 
he departed from the precedent set by many.














II.
 
phrases





depart this life








‹archaic›

 die.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
departir

 , based on Latin 
dispertire

 ‘to divide.’ The original sense was ‘separate,’ also ‘take leave of each other,’ hence ‘go away.’





departed

 
/dəˈpärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




deceased




•
 
a 
dear departed

 relative.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the departed

 )


1.
 
a particular dead person or dead people




•
 
the prayer for the departed.



















department

 
/dəˈpärtmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a division of a large organization such as a government, university, business, or shop, dealing with a specific subject, commodity, or area of activity




•
 
the English department.










2.
 
an administrative district in France and other countries.




3.
 
(
one's department

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an area of special expertise or responsibility




•
 
that's not my department.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a specified aspect or quality




•
 
I never thought of myself as above average in the looks department.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
departement

 , from 
departir

 (see depart
 ). The original sense was ‘division or distribution,’ later ‘separation,’ hence ‘a separate part’ (core sense, mid 18th cent).





departmental

 
/dēˌpärtˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




concerned with or belonging to a department of an organization




•
 
a departmental meeting.














II.
 
derivatives





departmentally

 
/dəˌpärtˈmen(t)lē /






adverb





















departmentalism

 
/dipärtˈmentlˌizəm, ˌdēpärt-/






noun




adherence to departmental methods or structure.













departmentalize

 
/dəˌpärtˈmen(t)lˌīz dēˌpärtˈmen(t)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be departmentalized

 )


1.
 
divide (an organization or its work) into departments.








II.
 
derivatives





departmentalization

 
/dəˌpärtˌmen(t)ləˈzāSHən dēˌpärtˌmen(t)ləˈzāSHən dəˌpärtˌmen(t)līˈzāSHən dēˌpärtˌmen(t)līˈzāSHən /






noun





















Department of Agriculture






noun




the department of the US government that administers federal programs related to food production and rural life. The department's principal duty is to aid farmers, but it also serves consumers through its food-assistance and food-inspection programs.













department store






noun




a large store stocking many varieties of goods in different departments.













departure

 
/dəˈpärCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of leaving, typically to start a journey




•
 
the day of departure




•
 
she made a hasty departure.










2.
 
a deviation from an accepted, prescribed, or traditional course of action or thought




•
 
a 
departure from

 their usual style.










3.
 


[Nautical]

 the east–west distance between two points, especially as traveled by a ship or aircraft and expressed in miles.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
departeure

 , from the verb 
departir

 (see depart
 ).





departure lounge






noun




a seating area in an airport where passengers wait immediately prior to boarding.













depauperate

 
/dəˈpôpərət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a flora, fauna, or ecosystem) lacking in numbers or variety of species




•
 
oceanic islands are generally depauperate in mayflies.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a plant or animal) imperfectly developed.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘impoverished’): from medieval Latin 
depauperatus

 , past participle of 
depauperare

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
pauperare

 ‘make poor’ (from 
pauper

 ‘poor’).





dépaysé

 
/ˌdāpāˈzā /

 
dépaysée





I.
 
adjective




removed from one's habitual surroundings.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘(removed) from one's own country.’






depend

 
/dəˈpend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
depend on/upon

 )
 — be controlled or determined by




•
 
differences in earnings depended on a wide variety of factors.










2.
 
(
depend on/upon

 )
 — rely on




•
 
the kind of person you could depend on.










3.
 
need or require for financial or other support




•
 
a town that had depended heavily upon the wool industry.










4.
 
be grammatically dependent on.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 hang down




•
 
his tongue 
depended

 
from

 open jaws.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
depending on






being conditioned by; contingent on




•
 
makes 8–10 burgers (depending on size)




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the article sneered or just condescended, 
depending on how

 you read it.















2.
 
it (or that) (all) depends






used to express uncertainty or qualification in answering a question




•
 
How many people use each screen? It all depends.





















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3; also in the sense ‘wait or be in suspense’): from Old French 
dependre

 , from Latin 
dependere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
pendere

 ‘hang.’ / 
usage:

 In informal use, it is quite common for the 
on

 to be dropped in sentences such as it all 
depends how

 you look at it (rather than it all 
depends on how

 you look at it), but in well-formed written English, the 
on

 should be retained. In more formal writing, and sometimes for sound, rhythm, or other rhetorical effect, 
upon

 is the preferred preposition: You may 
depend upon it

 .





dependable

 
/dəˈpendəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




trustworthy and reliable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dependability

 
/dəˌpendəˈbilədē dēˌpendəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
dependably

 
/dəˈpendəblē /






adverb





















dependence

 
/dəˈpendəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of relying on or being controlled by someone or something else




•
 
Japan's 
dependence on

 imported oil.










2.
 
reliance on someone or something for financial support




•
 
the 
dependence

 of our medical schools 
on

 grant funds.










3.
 
addiction to drink or drugs




•
 
alcohol dependence.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘hanging down or something that hangs down’): from Old French 
dependance

 , from the verb 
dependre

 (see depend
 ).





dependency

 
/dəˈpendənsē/






noun



1.
 
a dependent or subordinate thing, especially a country or province controlled by another.




2.
 
dependence




•
 
the country's 
dependency on

 the oil industry.



















dependent

 
/dəˈpendənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
dependent on/upon

 )
 — contingent on or determined by




•
 
the various benefits will be dependent on length of service.










2.
 
requiring someone or something for financial, emotional, or other support




•
 
an economy heavily 
dependent on

 oil exports




•
 
households with dependent children.










3.
 
unable to do without




•
 
people 
dependent on

 drugs




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
welfare-dependent families.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a clause, phrase, or word) subordinate to another clause, phrase, or word.








II.
 
noun




a person who relies on another, especially a family member, for financial support




•
 
a single man with no dependents.














III.
 
derivatives





dependently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English 
dependant

 ‘hanging down,’ from Old French, present participle of 
dependre

 (see depend
 ). The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with the Latin participial stem 
dependent-

 .






dependent variable






noun






[Mathematics]

 a variable (often denoted by 
y

 ) whose value depends on that of another.













depersonalization

 
/dēˌpərsənələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of divesting someone or something of human characteristics or individuality.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a state in which one's thoughts and feelings seem unreal or not to belong to oneself, or in which one loses all sense of identity.













depersonalize

 
/dēˈpərs(ə)nəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divest of human characteristics or individuality




•
 
medical technology depersonalizes treatment.



















dephlogisticated

 
/ˌdēfləˈjistəkādəd/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 
‹historical›

 deprived of “phlogiston.” Oxygen was originally called 
dephlogisticated air

 by Joseph Priestley.













depict

 
/dəˈpikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show or represent by a drawing, painting, or other art form.




2.
 
portray in words; describe




•
 
youth is depicted as a time of vitality and good health.














II.
 
derivatives





depicter

 
/dəˈpiktər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
depict-

 ‘portrayed,’ from the verb 
depingere

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
pingere

 ‘to paint.’





depiction

 
/diˈpikSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or result of depicting something, especially in art




•
 
the painting's horrific depiction of war




•
 
Michelangelo's depictions of the male nude.



















depigment

 
/dēˈpiɡmənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
depigmented

 )


1.
 
reduce or remove the pigmentation of (the skin).








II.
 
derivatives





depigmentation

 
/-ˌpiɡmənˈtāSHən /






noun






















depilate

 
/ˈdepəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the hair from




•
 
they scrubbed and depilated her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
depilated

 )
 
his permanently depilated and tattooed skull.














II.
 
derivatives





depilation

 
/ˌdepəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
depilation

 ): from Latin 
depilat-

 ‘stripped of hair,’ from the verb 
depilare

 , from 
de-

 (expressing removal) + 
pilare

 (from 
pilus

 ‘hair’).





depilator

 
/ˈdepəˌlādər/






noun




an instrument that removes unwanted bodily hair, typically by plucking it from the root.













depilatory

 
/dəˈpiləˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




used to remove unwanted hair.








II.
 
noun




a cream or lotion for removing unwanted hair.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
depilatorius

 , from 
depilat-

 ‘stripped of hair,’ from the verb 
depilare

 (see depilate
 ).





deplane

 
/dēˈplān/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 disembark from an aircraft




•
 
we landed and deplaned.



















deplete

 
/dəˈplēt/





I.
 
verb

 — (often as 
adj.

 
depleted

 )


1.
 
use up the supply or resources of




•
 
fish stocks are severely depleted.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — diminish in number or quantity




•
 
supplies are depleting fast.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier (mid. 17th cent.) as 
depletion

 ): from Latin 
deplet-

 ‘emptied out,’ from the verb 
deplere

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
plere

 ‘fill’ (from 
plenus

 ‘full’).





depleted uranium

 
/dəˈplēdid dēˈplēdid yəˈrānēəm yo͞oˈrānēəm /

 
DU






noun




uranium from which most of the fissile isotope uranium-235 has been removed.













depletion

 
/dəˈplēSH(ə)n/






noun




reduction in the number or quantity of something




•
 
the depletion of the ozone layer.



















depletion allowance

 
/dəˈplēSH(ə)n əˌlouəns/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tax concession allowable to a company whose normal business activities (in particular oil extraction) reduce the value of its own assets.













deplorable

 
/dəˈplôrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deserving strong condemnation




•
 
the deplorable conditions in which most prisoners are held.










2.
 
shockingly bad in quality




•
 
her spelling was deplorable.














II.
 
derivatives





deplorably

 
/dəˈplôrəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
déplorable

 or late Latin 
deplorabilis

 , from the verb 
deplorare

 (see deplore
 ).






deplore

 
/dəˈplôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express strong disapproval of (something)




•
 
we deplore this act of violence.














II.
 
derivatives





deploringly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘weep for, regret deeply’): from French 
déplorer

 or Italian 
deplorare

 , from Latin 
deplorare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, thoroughly’ + 
plorare

 ‘bewail.’






deploy

 
/dəˈploi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (troops or equipment) into position for military action




•
 
forces were deployed at strategic locations.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of troops) move into position for military action




•
 
the air force began to deploy forward.










3.
 
bring into effective action; utilize




•
 
they are not always able to deploy this skill.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
déployer

 , from Latin 
displicare

 and late Latin 
deplicare

 ‘unfold or explain,’ from 
dis-

 , 
de-

 ‘un-’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’ Compare with display
 .





deployment

 
/dəˈploimənt/






noun



1.
 
the movement of troops or equipment to a place or position for military action




•
 
the authorities announced deployment of extra security forces in towns and cities to prevent violence




•
 
they agreed to round up their troops for immediate deployment




•
 
a six-month deployment in the Gulf with the U.S. Navy.










2.
 
the action of bringing resources into effective action




•
 
the rapid deployment of high-speed cable Internet services to consumers




•
 
a world leader in the development and deployment of wave and tidal power.



















deplume

 
/dēˈplo͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (a bird) of feathers.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 strip or deprive of honor, status, or wealth.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desplumer

 or medieval Latin 
deplumare

 , from 
des-

 , 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
pluma

 ‘feather.’





depolarize

 
/dēˈpōləˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 reduce or remove the polarization of




•
 
the threshold necessary to depolarize the membrane.














II.
 
derivatives





depolarization

 
/dēˌpōlərəˈzāSHən dēˌpōləˌrīˈzāSHən dəˌpōləˌrīˈzāSHən dəˌpōlərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















depoliticize

 
/dēpəˈlidəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove from political activity or influence




•
 
we have to depoliticize sex education.














II.
 
derivatives





depoliticization

 
/-ˌlitisəˈzāSHən /






noun





















depolymerize

 
/dēˈpäləməˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 break (a polymer) down into monomers or other smaller units.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 undergo the process of depolymerization




•
 
the ideal disposable polymer would depolymerize naturally.














II.
 
derivatives





depolymerization

 
/-ˌpäləmerəˈzāSHən /






noun






















deponent

 
/dəˈpōnənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a verb, especially in Latin or Greek) passive or middle in form but active in meaning.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a deponent verb.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person who makes a deposition or affidavit under oath.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
deponent-

 ‘laying aside, putting down’ (in medieval Latin ‘testifying’), from the verb 
deponere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
ponere

 ‘place.’ The use in grammar arose from the notion that the verb had “laid aside” the passive sense (although in fact these verbs were originally reflexive).





depopulate

 
/dēˈpäpyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
substantially reduce the population of (an area)




•
 
the disease could depopulate a city the size of New Haven.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘ravage, lay waste’): from Latin 
depopulat-

 ‘ravaged,’ from the verb 
depopulari

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
populari

 ‘lay waste’ (from 
populus

 ‘people’).





depopulation

 
/ˌdēˌpäpyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




substantial reduction in the population of an area




•
 
rural districts experience depopulation and economic decline.




















deport

 
/dəˈpôrt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — expel (a foreigner) from a country, typically on the grounds of illegal status or for having committed a crime




•
 
he was deported for violation of immigration laws.










2.
 
exile (a native) to another country.




3.
 
(
deport oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 conduct oneself in a specified manner




•
 
he has deported himself with great dignity.














II.
 
derivatives





deportable






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
déporter

 , from Latin 
deportare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
portare

 ‘carry.’





deportation

 
/ˌdēpôrˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of deporting a foreigner from a country




•
 
asylum seekers facing deportation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a deportation order.




•
 
mass deportations took place over many months.



















deportee

 
/ˌdēpôrˈtē/






noun




a person who has been or is being expelled from a country.













deportment

 
/dəˈpôrtmənt/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person's behavior or manners




•
 
there are team rules governing deportment on and off the field.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
déportement

 , from the verb 
déporter

 (see deport
 ).





depose

 
/dəˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove from office suddenly and forcefully




•
 
he had been deposed by a military coup.










2.
 


[Law]

 testify to or give (evidence) on oath, typically in a written statement




•
 
every affidavit shall state which of the facts 
deposed to

 are within the deponent's knowledge.










3.
 


[Law]

 question (a witness) in deposition.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deposer

 , from Latin 
deponere

 (see deponent
 ), but influenced by Latin 
depositus

 and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’






deposit

 
/dəˈpäzət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money placed or kept in a bank account, usually to gain interest.




2.
 
an act of placing money in a bank account




•
 
I'd like to 
make a deposit

 .










3.
 
a sum payable as a first installment on the purchase of something or as a pledge for a contract, the balance being payable later




•
 
we've saved enough for a 
deposit on

 a house.










4.
 
a returnable sum payable on the rental of something, to cover any possible loss or damage.




5.
 
a layer or body of accumulated matter




•
 
the deposits of salt on the chrome.










6.
 
a natural layer of sand, rock, coal, or other material.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or set down (something or someone) in a specific place, typically unceremoniously




•
 
he deposited a pile of schoolbooks on the kitchen table.










2.
 
(usu. 
be deposited

 )
 — (of water, the wind, or other natural agency) lay down (matter) gradually as a layer or covering




•
 
beds where salt is deposited by the tide.










3.
 
lay (an egg)




•
 
the female deposits a line of eggs.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — store or entrust with someone for safekeeping.




5.
 
pay (a sum of money) into a bank account




•
 
the money is deposited with a bank.










6.
 
pay (a sum) as a first installment or as a pledge for a contract




•
 
I had to deposit 10% of the price of the house.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (especially in the phrases 
in deposit

 or 
on deposit

 ): from Latin 
depositum

 (noun), medieval Latin 
depositare

 (verb), both from Latin 
deposit-

 ‘laid aside,’ from the verb 
deponere

 .






depositary

 
/dəˈpäzəˌterē /

 
depository





I.
 
noun




a person to whom something is lodged in trust.








II.
 
adjective




(of a share or receipt) representing a share in a foreign company. The depositary share or receipt is traded on the stock exchange of the investor's country rather than the actual share, which is deposited in a foreign bank.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
depositarius

 , from the verb 
deponere

 (see deposit
 ).





deposition

 
/ˌdepəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of deposing someone, especially a monarch




•
 
Edward V's deposition.










2.
 


[Law]

 the process of giving sworn evidence




•
 
the deposition of four expert witnesses.










3.
 


[Law]

 a formal, usually written, statement to be used as evidence.




4.
 
the action of depositing something




•
 
pebbles formed by the deposition of calcium in solution.










5.
 
(
the Deposition

 )
 — the taking down of the body of Jesus Christ from the Cross.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
depositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deponere

 (see deposit
 ).





depositor

 
/dəˈpäzədər/






noun




a person who keeps money in a bank account.













depository

 
/dəˈpäzəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where things are stored.




2.
 
variant spelling of depositary
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a depositary): from late Latin 
depositorium

 , from 
deposit-

 ‘laid aside,’ from the verb 
deponere

 (see deposit
 ).





depot

 
/ˈdēpō ˈdepō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place for the storage of large quantities of equipment, food, or some other commodity




•
 
an arms depot.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a railroad or bus station.




3.
 
a place where buses, trains, or other vehicles are housed and maintained and from which they are dispatched for service.




4.
 
the headquarters of a regiment; a place where recruits or other troops are assembled.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘act of depositing’): from French 
dépôt

 , from Latin 
depositum

 ‘something deposited’ (see deposit
 ).






deprave

 
/dəˈprāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) immoral or wicked




•
 
this book would deprave and corrupt young children.














II.
 
derivatives





depravation

 
/ˌdeprəˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pervert the meaning or intention of something’): from Old French 
depraver

 or Latin 
depravare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down, thoroughly’ + 
pravus

 ‘crooked, perverse.’





depraved

 
/dəˈprāvd/






adjective




morally corrupt; wicked




•
 
a depraved indifference to human life.



















depravity

 
/dəˈpravədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
moral corruption; wickedness




•
 
a tale of wickedness and depravity.










2.
 
a wicked or morally corrupt act.




3.
 


[Christian Theology]

 the innate corruption of human nature, due to original sin.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration (influenced by deprave
 ) of obsolete 
pravity

 , from Latin 
pravitas

 , from 
pravus

 ‘crooked, perverse.’





deprecate

 
/ˈdeprəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express disapproval of


(as 
adj.

 
deprecating

 )


•
 
he sniffed in a deprecating way.










2.
 
(
be deprecated

 )
 — (chiefly of a software feature) be usable but regarded as obsolete and best avoided, typically due to having been superseded




•
 
this feature is deprecated and will be removed in later versions




•
 (as 
adj.

 
deprecated

 )
 
avoid the deprecated element that causes text to flash on and off.












3.
 
another term for depreciate
 (
sense

 2):





•
 
he deprecates the value of children's television.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deprecatingly

 
/ˈdeprəˌkādiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
deprecation

 
/ˌdeprəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
deprecative

 
/ˈdeprəˌkādiv /






adjective













4.
 
deprecator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pray against’): from Latin 
deprecat-

 ‘prayed against (as being evil),’ from the verb 
deprecari

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
precari

 ‘pray.’





deprecatory

 
/ˈdeprikəˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
expressing disapproval; disapproving.




2.
 
apologetic or appeasing




•
 
a deprecatory smile.




















depreciate

 
/dəˈprēSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — diminish in value over a period of time




•
 
the pound is expected to 
depreciate against

 the dollar.










2.
 
reduce the recorded value in a company's books of (an asset) each year over a predetermined period




•
 
the computers would be depreciated at 50 percent per annum.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — disparage or belittle (something)




•
 
she was already depreciating her own aesthetic taste.














II.
 
derivatives





depreciatory

 
/dəˈprēSH(ē)əˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
depreciat-

 ‘lowered in price, undervalued,’ from the verb 
depreciare

 , from Latin 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
pretium

 ‘price.’





depreciation

 
/dəˌprēSHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a reduction in the value of an asset with the passage of time, due in particular to wear and tear.




2.
 
decrease in the value of a currency relative to other currencies




•
 
depreciation leads to losses for non-dollar-based investors




•
 
a currency depreciation.



















depredation

 
/ˌdeprəˈdāSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
depredations

 )


1.
 
an act of attacking or plundering




•
 
protecting grain from the depredations of rats and mice.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘plundering, robbery,’ (plural) ‘ravages’): from French 
déprédation

 , from late Latin 
depraedatio(n-)

 , from 
depraedari

 ‘plunder.’





depredator

 
/ˈdeprəˌdādər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person or thing that makes depredations, especially a predatory animal.








II.
 
derivatives





depredatory

 
/dəˈpredəˌtôrē /






adjective






















depress

 
/dəˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel utterly dispirited or dejected




•
 
that first day at school depressed me.










2.
 
reduce the level or strength of activity in (something, especially an economic or biological system)




•
 
fear of inflation in America depressed bond markets




•
 
alcohol depresses the nervous system.










3.
 
push or pull (something) down into a lower position




•
 
depress the lever.














II.
 
derivatives





depressible






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
depresser

 , from late Latin 
depressare

 , frequentative of 
deprimere

 ‘press down.’





depressant

 
/dəˈpres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) reducing functional or nervous activity.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a depressant drug.




2.
 
an influence that depresses economic or other activity




•
 
higher taxation is a depressant.



















depressed

 
/dəˈprest/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) in a state of general unhappiness or despondency.




2.
 
(of a person) suffering from clinical depression.




3.
 
(of a place or economic activity) suffering the damaging effects of a lack of demand or employment




•
 
depressed urban areas.










4.
 
(of an object or part of an object) in a physically lower position, having been pushed or forced down




•
 
a depressed fracture of the skull.



















depressing

 
/dəˈpresiNG/






adjective



1.
 
causing or resulting in a feeling of miserable dejection




•
 
that thought is too depressing for words.










2.
 
causing a damaging reduction in economic activity




•
 
the mortgage rate increase will have a depressing effect on the housing market.



















depressingly

 
/dəˈpresiNGlē/






adverb




in a manner that causes sadness




•
 
Mrs. Lynde spoke depressingly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the story is becoming depressingly familiar




•
 [as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 
depressingly, I have to agree with Eric on the likely political reaction to this problem.



















depression

 
/dəˈpreSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
feelings of severe despondency and dejection.




•
 
self-doubt creeps in and that swiftly turns to depression.










2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a mental condition characterized by feelings of severe despondency and dejection, typically also with feelings of inadequacy and guilt, often accompanied by lack of energy and disturbance of appetite and sleep




•
 
she was referred by a psychiatrist treating her for depression.










3.
 
a long and severe recession in an economy or market




•
 
the depression in the housing market.










4.
 
(
the Depression

 or 
the Great Depression

 )
 — the financial and industrial slump of 1929 and subsequent years.




5.
 
the action of lowering something or pressing something down




•
 
depression of the plunger delivers two units of insulin.










6.
 
a sunken place or hollow on a surface




•
 
the original shallow depressions were slowly converted to creeks.










7.
 


[Meteorology]

 a region of lower atmospheric pressure, especially a cyclonic weather system.




•
 
hurricanes start off as loose regions of bad weather known as tropical depressions.










8.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Geography]

 the angular distance of an object below the horizon or a horizontal plane.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
depressio(n-)

 , from 
deprimere

 ‘press down’ (see depress
 ).





Depression glass






noun




machine-pressed, tinted glassware that was mass-produced in the US from the late 1920s to the 1940s and often used as giveaways to persuade customers to purchase goods.













depressive

 
/dəˈpresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing feelings of hopelessness, despondency, and dejection.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or tending to suffer from clinical depression




•
 
a depressive illness.










3.
 
causing a reduction in strength, effectiveness, or value




•
 
steroids have a depressive effect on the immune system.














II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a person suffering from or with a tendency to suffer from depression.













depressor

 
/dəˈpresər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
depressor muscle

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction pulls down the part of the body to which it is attached.




2.
 
any of several specific muscles in the face


[followed by Latin genitive]


•
 
depressor anguli oris.










3.
 


[Physiology]

 a nerve whose stimulation results in a lowering of blood pressure.




4.
 
an instrument for pressing something down.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘someone or something that depresses’): from Latin, from 
depress-

 ‘pressed down,’ from the verb 
deprimere

 (see depress
 ).





depressurize

 
/dēˈpreSHəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release the pressure of the gas inside (a pressurized vehicle or container).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pressurized vehicle or container) lose pressure.








II.
 
derivatives





depressurization

 
/dēˌpreSH(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n dēˌpreSHəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















deprivation

 
/ˌdeprəˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the damaging lack of material benefits considered to be basic necessities in a society




•
 
low wages mean that 3.75 million people suffer serious deprivation




•
 
rural households could escape the worst deprivations of the towns.










2.
 
the lack or denial of something considered to be a necessity




•
 
sleep deprivation.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of depriving someone of office, especially an ecclesiastical office.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘removal from office’): from medieval Latin 
deprivatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deprivare

 (see deprive
 ).






deprive

 
/dəˈprīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deny (a person or place) the possession or use of something




•
 
the city was 
deprived of

 its water supplies.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 depose (someone, especially a member of the clergy) from office




•
 
Archbishop Bancroft deprived a considerable number of puritan clergymen.














II.
 
derivatives





deprival

 
/dəˈprīv(ə)l /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘depose from office’): from Old French 
depriver

 , from medieval Latin 
deprivare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, completely’ + 
privare

 (see private
 ).





deprived

 
/dəˈprīvd/






adjective



1.
 
suffering a severe and damaging lack of basic material and cultural benefits




•
 
the charity cares for destitute and deprived children.










2.
 
(of a person) suffering a lack of a specified benefit that is considered important




•
 
the men felt sexually deprived.



















de profundis

 
/ˌdā prəˈfo͝ondis/





I.
 
noun




a heartfelt cry of appeal expressing one's deepest feelings of sorrow or anguish.











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, literally ‘from the depths,’ the opening words of Psalm 130.





deprogram

 
/dēˈprōˌɡram, -ɡrəm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release (someone) from apparent brainwashing, typically that of a religious cult, by the systematic reindoctrination of conventional values.













deproteinize

 
/dēˈprōtēəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the protein from (a substance), usually as a stage in chemical purification.








II.
 
derivatives





deproteinization

 
/-ˌprōtē(ə)nəˈzāSHən /






noun





















Dept.






abbreviation




Department.













depth

 
/depTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the distance from the top or surface of something to its bottom




•
 
shallow water of no more than 12 feet 
in depth

 .










2.
 
distance from the nearest to the farthest point of something or from the front to the back




•
 
the depth of the wardrobe.










3.
 
used to specify the distance below the top or surface of something to which someone or something percolates or at which something happens


[in 
sing.

 ]


•
 
loosen the soil to 
a depth of

 8 inches.










4.
 
the apparent existence of three dimensions in a picture, photograph, or other two-dimensional representation; perspective




•
 
texture in a picture gives it depth.










5.
 
lowness of pitch




•
 
my voice had not yet acquired husky depths.










6.
 
complexity and profundity of thought




•
 
the book has unexpected depth.










7.
 
extensive and detailed study or knowledge




•
 
third-year courses typically go into more depth.










8.
 
intensity of emotion, usually considered as a laudable quality




•
 
a man of compassion and depth of feeling.










9.
 
intensity of color




•
 
the wine shows good depth of color.










10.
 
(
the depths

 )
 — a point far below the surface




•
 
he lifted the manhole cover and peered into the depths beneath.










11.
 
(also 
the depth

 )
 — the worst or lowest part or state




•
 
4 a.m. in 
the depths of winter






•
 
the putrid depths to which morality has sunk.










12.
 
a time when one's negative feelings are at their most intense




•
 
she was in 
the depths of despair

 .










13.
 
a place that is remote and inaccessible




•
 
a remote little village somewhere in the depths of Russia.










14.
 


[Sports]

 the strength of a team in its reserve of substitute players




•
 
they have so much depth that they could afford the luxury of breaking in their players slowly.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hidden depths






usually admirable but previously unnoticed qualities of a person




•
 
hidden depths and insights within children.















2.
 
in depth






in great detail; comprehensively and thoroughly




•
 
research students pursue a specific aspect of a subject in depth.







See also in-depth
 .









3.
 
out of one's depth





a.
 
in water too deep to stand in.




b.
 
beyond one's knowledge or ability to cope




•
 
the governor is out of his depth, politically adrift.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from deep
 + -th
 2
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
long

 , 
length

 .





depth charge

 
/ˈdep(TH) ˌCHärj/






noun




an explosive charge designed to be dropped from a ship or aircraft and to explode under water at a preset depth, used for attacking submarines.













depth finder






noun




an echo sounder or other device for measuring water depth, especially for navigation and fishing.













depth gauge

 
/depTH ɡāj/






noun




a device fitted to a drill bit to ensure that the hole drilled does not exceed the required depth.













depthless

 
/ˈdepTHləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unfathomably deep




•
 
a depthless gorge.










2.
 
shallow and superficial.








II.
 
derivatives





depthlessly






adverb





















depth of field






noun




the distance between the nearest and the furthest objects that give an image judged to be in focus in a camera.













depth of focus






noun




the distance between the two extreme axial points behind a lens at which an image is judged to be in focus.













depth perception






noun




the ability to perceive the relative distance of objects in one's visual field.













depth psychology






noun




the study of unconscious mental processes and motives, especially in psychoanalytic theory and practice.













depth sounder

 
/depTH ˈsoundər/






noun




another term for echo sounder
 .













depublication

 
/dēˌpəbliˈkāSHən/






noun




the act of depublishing




•
 
the League of California cities had requested depublication of the Div. Seven ruling.



















depublish

 
/dēˈpəbliSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 remove from an official record or publication




•
 
the Supreme Court may also elect to depublish a case on its own motion.



















depuration

 
/ˌdepyəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the action or process of freeing something of impurities.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
depurate

 
/ˈdepyərāt /






verb













2.
 
depurative

 
/ˈdepyəˌrādiv /






adjective, noun













3.
 
depurator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
depuratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
depurare

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
purare

 ‘purify’ (from 
purus

 ‘pure’).





deputation

 
/ˌdepyəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a group of people appointed to undertake a mission or take part in a formal process on behalf of a larger group




•
 
he had been a member of a deputation to Napoleon III.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘appointment to an office or function’): from late Latin 
deputatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deputare

 (see depute
 ).






depute

 
/dəˈpyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appoint or instruct (someone) to perform a task for which one is responsible




•
 
she had been deputed to look after him while Clarissa was away.










2.
 
delegate (authority or a task).











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
deputare

 ‘consider to be, assign,’ from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
putare

 ‘think over, consider.’





deputize

 
/ˈdepyəˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 make (someone) a deputy




•
 
some officers will be deputized as federal marshals.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — temporarily act or speak as a deputy.













deputy

 
/ˈdepyədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose immediate superior is a senior figure within an organization and who is empowered to act as a substitute for this superior.




2.
 
a parliamentary representative in certain countries.








II.
 
phrases





by deputy








‹historical›

 instructing another person to act in one's stead; by proxy




•
 
the wardens of the forests performed important duties by deputy.


















III.
 
derivatives





deputyship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
depute

 , from late Latin 
deputatus

 , past participle of 
deputare

 (see depute
 ).





dequeue

 
/dēˈkyo͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 remove (an item of data awaiting processing) from a queue of such items.














De Quincey, Thomas

 
/də ˈkwinsē/






(1785–1859), English essayist and critic. He was known for his 
Confessions of an English Opium Eater

 (1822), a study of his addiction to opium and its psychological effects.









deracinate

 
/dēˈrasəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 tear (something) up by the roots.








II.
 
derivatives





deracination

 
/-ˌrasəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
déraciner

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + 
racine

 ‘root’ (based on Latin 
radix

 ).





deracinated

 
/dēˈrasəˌnādəd/






adjective




another term for déraciné
 .














déraciné

 
/dāˌräsiˈnā/





I.
 
adjective




uprooted or displaced from one's geographical or social environment




•
 
the self-consciousness of déraciné Americans.














II.
 
noun




a person who has been or feels displaced.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘uprooted.’





deradicalization

 
/ˌdēˌradəkələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēˌradəkəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of causing a person with extreme views to adopt more moderate positions on political or social issues




•
 
a forensic psychologist who has written extensively on terrorism and deradicalization




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a government-run deradicalization program.



















deradicalize

 
/dēˈradəkəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a person with extreme views) to adopt more moderate positions on political or social issues




•
 
unless extremists are deradicalized, there will be no end to this protracted conflict.



















derail

 
/dēˈrāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be derailed

 )


1.
 
cause (a train or trolley car) to leave its tracks accidentally




•
 
a train was derailed after it collided with a herd of cattle.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a train or trolley car) accidentally leave the tracks




•
 
the trolley cars had a tendency to derail on sharp corners.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obstruct (a process) by diverting it from its intended course




•
 
the plot is seen by some as an attempt to derail the negotiations.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
dérailler

 , from 
dé-

 (expressing removal) + 
rail

 ‘rail.’





derailleur

 
/dəˈrāl(y)ər/





I.
 
noun




a bicycle mechanism that moves the chain out and up, allowing it to shift to different cogs.











– origin

 1930s: from French, from 
dérailler

 ‘derail.’





derailment

 
/dəˈrālmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of a train or trolley car leaving its tracks accidentally




•
 
an investigation into the derailment of a freight train




•
 
track defects are being cited as the cause of the derailment.










2.
 
the obstruction of a process by diverting it from its intended course




•
 
the derailment of the peace process.



















Derain, André

 
/dəˈraN/






(1880–1954), French painter; an exponent of Fauvism.









derange

 
/dəˈrānj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to become insane




•
 
that business last month must have deranged him a bit.










2.
 
throw (something) into confusion; cause to act irregularly




•
 
stress deranges the immune system.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 intrude on; interrupt




•
 
I am sorry to have deranged you for so small a matter.














II.
 
derivatives





derangement

 
/dəˈrānjmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
déranger

 , from Old French 
desrengier

 , literally ‘move from orderly rows.’





deranged

 
/dēˈrānjd dəˈrānjd/






adjective




mad; insane




•
 
a deranged gunman.



















derate

 
/dēˈrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the power rating of (a component or device)




•
 
the engines were derated to 90 horse power.



















Derby1


 
/ˈdärbē/






a city in north central England, on the Derwent River; pop. 244,700 (est. 2009).









Derby2


 
/ˈdərbē/






noun



1.
 
an annual horse race for three-year-olds, founded in 1780 by the 12th Earl of Derby. The race is run on Epsom Downs in England in late May or early June.




2.
 
a race similar to the Derby elsewhere




•
 
the Kentucky Derby.










3.
 
(
derby

 )
 — a sporting contest open to the general public




•
 
sign up for the fishing derby.










4.
 
(
derby

 or 
derby hat

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a bowler hat.

[said to be from American demand for a hat of the type worn at the Epsom Derby.]




5.
 
a boot or shoe having the eyelet tabs stitched on top of the vamp.

[so named because originally a sports boot.]













Derby3


 
/ˈdärbē/






noun




a hard pressed cheese made from skimmed milk, chiefly in Derbyshire.













Derby, 14th Earl of

 
/ˈdärbē/






(1799–1869), British statesman; prime minister 1852, 1858–59, and 1866–68; born 
Edward George Geoffrey Smith Stanley

 .









Derby Day






noun



1.
 
the day on which the Epsom Derby is run.




2.
 
the day on which the Kentucky Derby is run.













Derbyshire

 
/ˈdärbēSHər ˈdärbēˌSHir ˈdərbēSHər ˈdərbēˌSHir/






a county in north central England; county town, Matlock.










de re

 
/ˌdā ˈrā/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 relating to the properties of things mentioned in an assertion or expression, rather than to the assertion or expression itself.

Compare with de dicto
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘about the thing.’





derealization

 
/dēˌrē(ə)ləˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




a feeling that one's surroundings are not real, especially as a symptom of mental disturbance.








II.
 
derivatives





derealized

 
/dēˈrē(ə)ˌlīzd /






adjective





















derecho

 
/dāˈrāˌCHō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a line of intense, widespread, and fast-moving windstorms and sometimes thunderstorms that moves across a great distance and is characterized by damaging winds.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘straight.’





dereference

 
/dēˈrefərəns/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 obtain from (a pointer) the address of a data item held in another location.













deregulate

 
/dēˈreɡyo͝oˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove regulations or restrictions from




•
 
a law that would deregulate cable TV prices.














II.
 
derivatives





deregulatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective





















deregulation

 
/dēˌreɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




the removal of regulations or restrictions, especially in a particular industry




•
 
he fought for deregulation of the telecom industry




•
 
banks were allowed to grant mortgages following financial deregulation.




















derelict

 
/ˈderəˌlikt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a very poor condition as a result of disuse and neglect




•
 
the cities were derelict and dying.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person) shamefully negligent in not having done what one should have done




•
 
he was 
derelict in

 his duty to his country.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person without a home, job, or property




•
 
derelicts who could fit all their possessions in a paper bag.










2.
 
a piece of property, especially a ship, abandoned by the owner and in poor condition.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
derelictus

 ‘abandoned,’ past participle of 
derelinquere

 , from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
relinquere

 ‘forsake.’





dereliction

 
/ˌderəˈlikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of having been abandoned and become dilapidated




•
 
every year valuable gardens start the slow slide to dereliction.










2.
 
(usu. 
dereliction of duty

 )
 — the shameful failure to fulfill one's obligations.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
derelictio(n-)

 , from the verb 
derelinquere

 (see derelict
 ).





derepress

 
/ˌdēriˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 
[Genetics]

 activate (enzymes, genes, etc.) from an inoperative or latent state.








II.
 
derivatives





derepression

 
/-ˈpreSHən /






noun





















derequisition

 
/dēˌrekwəˈziSHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 return (requisitioned property) to its former owner.













derestrict

 
/ˌdērəˈstrikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove restrictions from.








II.
 
derivatives





derestriction

 
/ˌdērəˈstrikSH(ə)n /






noun





















deride

 
/dəˈrīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express contempt for; ridicule




•
 
critics derided the proposals as clumsy attempts to find a solution.














II.
 
derivatives





derider

 
/dəˈrīdər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
deridere

 ‘scoff at.’





de rigueur

 
/ˌdə riˈɡər də rēˈɡər/





I.
 
adjective




required by etiquette or current fashion




•
 
it was de rigueur for bands to grow their hair long.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘in strictness.’






derision

 
/dəˈriZHən/





I.
 
noun




contemptuous ridicule or mockery




•
 
my stories were greeted with derision and disbelief.














II.
 
phrases





hold (or have) in derision








‹archaic›

 regard with mockery.












III.
 
derivatives





derisible

 
/-ˈrizəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
derisio(n-)

 , from 
deridere

 ‘scoff at.’






derisive

 
/dəˈrīsiv/





I.
 
adjective




expressing contempt or ridicule




•
 
a harsh, derisive laugh.














II.
 
derivatives





derisiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from derision
 , on the pattern of the pair 
decision

 , 
decisive

 . / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
derisive

 and 
derisory

 , see usage at derisory
 .





derisively

 
/dəˈrīsivlē/






adverb




in a manner expressing contempt or ridicule




•
 
she snorted derisively at him




•
 
they derisively referred to clients as muppets.



















derisk

 
/dēˈrısk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially in a business context) take steps to make (something) less risky or less likely to involve a financial loss




•
 
as the eurozone crisis deteriorated, we accelerated our efforts to derisk the investment portfolio.



















derisory

 
/dəˈrīs(ə)rē dəˈrīz(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ridiculously small or inadequate




•
 
they were given a derisory pay rise.










2.
 
another term for derisive
 :




•
 
his derisory gaze swept over her.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘derisive’): from late Latin 
derisorius

 , from 
deris-

 ‘scoffed at,’ from the verb 
deridere

 (see derision
 ). / 
usage:

 Although the words 
derisory

 and 
derisive

 share similar roots, they have different core meanings. 
Derisory

 usually means ‘ridiculously small or inadequate,’ as in a 
derisory

 pay offer or the security arrangements were 
derisory

 . 
Derisive

 , on the other hand, is used to mean ‘showing contempt,’ as in he gave a 
derisive

 laugh.





derivate

 
/ˈderəvit/





I.
 
noun




something derived, especially a product obtained chemically from a raw material.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
derivat-

 ‘derived,’ from the verb 
derivare

 (see derive
 ).





derivation

 
/ˌderəˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the obtaining or developing of something from a source or origin




•
 
the 
derivation

 of scientific laws 
from

 observation.










2.
 
the formation of a word from another word or from a root in the same or another language.




3.
 
origin; extraction




•
 
music of primarily Turkish derivation.










4.
 
something derived; a derivative.




•
 
the derivation “sheepish” has six definitions.










5.
 


[Linguistics]

 in generative grammar, the set of stages that link the abstract underlying structure of an expression to its surface form.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of deducing a new formula, theorem, etc., from previously accepted statements.




7.
 
a sequence of statements showing that a formula, theorem, etc., is a consequence of previously accepted statements.








II.
 
derivatives





derivational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the drawing of a fluid, specifically the drawing of pus or blood; also in the sense ‘formation of a word from another word’): from Latin 
derivatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
derivare

 (see derive
 ).






derivative

 
/dəˈrivədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(typically of an artist or work of art) imitative of the work of another person, and usually disapproved of for that reason




•
 
an artist who is not in the slightest bit derivative.










2.
 
originating from, based on, or influenced by




•
 
Darwin's work is 
derivative of

 the moral philosophers.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a financial product) having a value deriving from an underlying variable asset




•
 
equity-based derivative products.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
something that is based on another source




•
 
a derivative of the system was chosen for the Marine Corps’ V-22 tilt rotor aircraft.










2.
 
(often 
derivatives

 )
 — an arrangement or instrument (such as a future, option, or warrant) whose value derives from and is dependent on the value of an underlying asset


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the derivatives market.










3.
 
a word derived from another or from a root in the same or another language.




4.
 
a substance that is derived chemically from a specified compound




•
 
crack is a highly addictive cocaine derivative.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 an expression representing the rate of change of a function with respect to an independent variable.








III.
 
derivatives





derivatively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the adjective sense ‘having the power to draw off,’ and in the noun sense ‘a word derived from another’): from French 
dérivatif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
derivativus

 , from 
derivare

 (see derive
 ).






derive

 
/dəˈrīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
derive something from

 )


1.
 
obtain something from (a specified source)




•
 
they derived great comfort from this assurance.










2.
 
(
derive something from

 )
 — base a concept on a logical extension or modification of (another concept)




•
 
Eliot derived his poetics from the French Symbolists.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
derive from

 )
 — (of a word) have (a specified word, usually of another language) as a root or origin




•
 
the word “punch” derives from the Hindustani “pancha”




•
 (
be derived from

 )
 
the word “man” is derived from the Sanskrit “manu.”










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
derive from

 )
 — arise from or originate in (a specified source)




•
 
words whose spelling derives from Dr. Johnson's incorrect etymology.










5.
 
(
be derived from

 )
 — 

[Linguistics]

 (of an expression in a natural language) be linked by a set of stages to (its underlying abstract form).




6.
 
(
be derived from

 )
 — (of a substance) be formed or prepared by (a chemical or physical process affecting another substance)




•
 
strong acids are derived from the combustion of fossil fuels.










7.
 


[Mathematics]

 obtain (a function or equation) from another by a sequence of logical steps, for example by differentiation.








II.
 
derivatives





derivable

 
/dəˈrīvəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘draw a fluid through or into a channel’): from Old French 
deriver

 or Latin 
derivare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down, away’ + 
rivus

 ‘brook, stream.’





derived demand






noun






[Economics]

 a demand for a commodity, service, etc., that is a consequence of the demand for something else.













derived fossil






noun




a fossil redeposited in a sediment that is younger than the one in which it first occurred.













derm

 
/dərm/






noun




another term for dermis
 .













derma1


 
/ˈdərmə/





I.
 
noun




another term for dermis
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek ‘skin.’





derma2






I.
 
noun




beef or chicken intestine, stuffed and cooked in dishes such as kishke.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
derme

 , plural of 
darm

 ‘intestine’; related to Old English 
tharm

 ‘intestine.’





derma-

 
dermo-





I.
 
combining form




skin




•
 
dermabrasion.

















– origin

 from Greek, 
derma

 ‘skin.’





dermabrasion

 
/ˌdərməˈbrāZHən/





I.
 
noun




the removal of superficial layers of skin with a rapidly revolving abrasive tool, as a technique in cosmetic surgery.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
derma

 ‘skin’ + abrasion
 .





Dermaptera

 
/dərˈmaptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the earwigs.




II.
 
derivatives





dermapteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
derma

 ‘skin’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





dermatitis

 
/ˌdərməˈtīdəs/





I.
 
noun




a condition of the skin in which it becomes red, swollen, and sore, sometimes with small blisters, resulting from direct irritation of the skin by an external agent or an allergic reaction to it.

Compare with eczema
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
derma

 , 
dermat-

 ‘skin’ + -itis
 .






dermato-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the skin




•
 
dermatomycosis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
derma

 , 
dermat-

 ‘skin, hide.’





dermatoglyphics

 
/ˌdərmətəˈɡlifiks, dərˌmatə-/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of skin markings or patterns on fingers, hands, and feet, and its application, especially in criminology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dermatoglyph

 
/dərˈmatəˌɡlif /






noun













2.
 
dermatoglyphic






adjective













3.
 
dermatoglyphically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1920s: from dermato-
 ‘skin’ + Greek 
gluphikos

 ‘carved’ (from 
gluphē

 ‘carving’).





dermatologist

 
/ˌdərməˈtäləjəst/






noun




a medical practitioner qualified to diagnose and treat skin disorders




•
 
visit your dermatologist yearly for a full-body skin check.



















dermatology

 
/ˌdərməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with the diagnosis and treatment of skin disorders.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dermatological

 
/-mətlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
dermatologically

 
/-mətlˈäjik(ə)lē /






adverb






















dermatome

 
/ˈdərməˌtōm/






noun



1.
 


[Embryology]

 the lateral wall of each somite in a vertebrate embryo, giving rise to the connective tissue of the skin.

Compare with myotome
 , sclerotome
 .




2.
 


[Embryology]

 
[Physiology]

 an area of the skin supplied by nerves from a single spinal root.














dermatomycosis

 
/dərˌmatəˌmīˈkōsis, ˈdərmətō-/






noun




a fungal infection of the skin, especially by a dermatophyte.













dermatomyositis

 
/dərˌmatəˌmīəˈsītis, ˈdərmətō-/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the skin and underlying muscle tissue, involving degeneration of collagen, discoloration, and swelling, typically occurring as an autoimmune condition or associated with internal cancer.













dermatophyte

 
/dərˈmatəˌfīt, ˈdərmətə-/





I.
 
noun




a pathogenic fungus that grows on skin, mucous membranes, hair, nails, feathers, and other body surfaces, causing ringworm and related diseases.

[
Trichophyton

 and other genera, subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





dermatophytic

 
/dərˌmatəˈfitik, ˌdərmətə- /






adjective





















dermatophytosis

 
/dərˌmadəfīˈtōsəs/






noun




another term for dermatomycosis
 .













dermatosis

 
/ˌdərməˈtōsəs/






noun




a disease of the skin, especially one that does not cause inflammation.













dermestid

 
/dərˈmestəd/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a small beetle of a family (
Dermestidae

 ) that includes many kinds that are destructive (especially as larvae) to hides, skin, fur, wool, and other animal substances.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Dermestidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Dermestes

 , formed irregularly from Greek 
derma

 ‘skin’ + 
esthiein

 ‘eat.’






dermis

 
/ˈdərməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 the skin.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Anatomy]

 the thick layer of living tissue below the epidermis that forms the true skin, containing blood capillaries, nerve endings, sweat glands, hair follicles, and other structures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dermal

 
/ˈdərm(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
dermic

 
/ˈdərmik /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, suggested by 
epidermis

 .





dermoid

 
/ˈdərmoid/






noun




short for dermoid cyst
 .














dermoid cyst






noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal growth (teratoma) containing epidermis, hair follicles, and sebaceous glands, derived from residual embryonic cells.













Dermoptera

 
/dərˈmäptərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small order of mammals that comprises the flying lemurs or colugos.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
derma

 ‘skin’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





dernier cri

 
/dərnˌyā ˈkrē ˌdernˌyā ˈkrē/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the/le dernier cri

 )


1.
 
the very latest fashion




•
 
as soon as he was passé on the European scene, he became the dernier cri here.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘last cry.’






derogate

 
/ˈderəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 disparage (someone or something)




•
 
it is typical of Pirandello to derogate the powers of reason.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
derogate from

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 detract from




•
 
this does not derogate from his duty to act honestly and faithfully.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
derogate from

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 deviate from (a set of rules or agreed form of behavior)




•
 
one country has derogated from the Rome Convention.














II.
 
derivatives





derogative

 
/diˈräɡətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
derogat-

 ‘abrogated,’ from the verb 
derogare

 , from 
de-

 ‘aside, away’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’





derogation

 
/ˌderəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exemption from or relaxation of a rule or law




•
 
the massive derogation of human rights.










2.
 
the perception or treatment of someone as being of little worth




•
 
the derogation of women.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘impairment of the force of’): from Latin 
derogatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
derogare

 (see derogate
 ).





derogatory

 
/dəˈräɡəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




showing a critical or disrespectful attitude




•
 
she tells me I'm fat and is always making derogatory remarks.














II.
 
derivatives





derogatorily

 
/-ˌtôrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘impairing in force or effect’): from late Latin 
derogatorius

 , from 
derogat-

 ‘abrogated,’ from the verb 
derogare

 (see derogate
 ).





derp

 
/dərp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




used as a substitute for speech regarded as meaningless or stupid, or to comment on a foolish or stupid action




•
 
Lower tax rates and far lower job creation. Derp




•
 
they will probably go “herp derp downloading ROMs is bad”














II.
 
noun




foolishness or stupidity




•
 
the derp heard outside apparently was only the tip of the iceberg.

















– origin

 1990s: probably an alteration of dur
 or duh
 .





derrick

 
/ˈderik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of crane with a movable pivoted arm for moving or lifting heavy weights, especially on a ship.




2.
 
the framework over an oil well or similar boring that holds the drilling machinery.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a hangman, also the gallows): from 
Derrick

 , the surname of a hangman in London, England.





Derrida, Jacques

 
/dəriˈdä, ˌderi-/






(1930–2004), French philosopher and literary critic. He was an important figure in the theory of deconstructionism.









derrière

 
/ˌderēˈer/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 euphemistic term for a person's buttocks.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘behind.’





derring-do

 
/ˌderiNGˈdo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 action displaying heroic courage




•
 
tales of derring-do.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Middle English 
dorryng do

 ‘daring to do,’ used by Chaucer, and, in a passage by Lydgate based on Chaucer's work, misprinted in 16th-cent. editions as 
derrynge do

 ; this was misinterpreted by Spenser to mean ‘manhood, chivalry,’ and subsequently taken up and popularized by Sir Walter Scott.





derringer

 
/ˈderənjər/





I.
 
noun




a small pistol that has a large bore and is very effective at close range.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Henry 
Deringer

 (1786–1868), the American gunsmith who invented it.





derris

 
/ˈderəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an insecticide made from the powdered roots of certain tropical plants containing rotenone.




2.
 
a woody, climbing plant of the pea family that bears leathery pods and has tuberous roots from which this insecticide is obtained.

[Genus 
Derris

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in 
sense

 2): modern Latin (genus name), from Greek, ‘leather covering’ (referring to the plant's leathery pods). 
Sense

 1 dates to the 19th cent.





Derry

 
/ˈderē/





I.
 
see Londonderry
 .




II.
 
a town in southeastern New Hampshire, southeast of Manchester; pop. 34,242 (est. 2008).









dervish

 
/ˈdərviSH/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Muslim (specifically Sufi) religious order who has taken vows of poverty and austerity. Dervishes first appeared in the 12th century; they were noted for their wild or ecstatic rituals and were known as 
dancing

 , 
whirling

 , or 
howling dervishes

 according to the practice of their order.











– origin

 from Turkish 
derviş

 , from Persian 
darvīš

 ‘poor,’ (as a noun) ‘religious mendicant.’





DES






abbreviation



1.
 
diethylstilbestrol.




2.
 


[Computing]

 data encryption standard.













desacralize

 
/dēˈsākrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the religious or sacred status or significance from




•
 
we have chosen to desacralize the world through modern science.














II.
 
derivatives





desacralization

 
/-ˌsākrələˈzāSHən /






noun





















de Sade, Marquis

 
/də ˈsäd/






see Sade, Comte de
 .










desalinate

 
/dēˈsaləˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
desalinated

 )


1.
 
remove salt from (seawater).








II.
 
derivatives





desalinator

 
/dēˈsaləˌnādər /






noun





















desalination

 
/dēˌsaləˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of removing salt from seawater




•
 
the newly constructed plant for the desalination of seawater remains inoperative




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the water supply comes from desalination plants.



















desalinize

 
/dēˈsaləˌnīz/





I.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 another term for desalinate
 .








II.
 
derivatives





desalinization

 
/-ˌsalənəˈzāSHən /






noun





















desalt

 
/dēˈsôlt/






verb




another term for desalinate
 .













desaparecido

 
/ˌdesəˌpärəˈsēdō/





I.
 
noun




(especially in South America), a person who has disappeared, presumed killed by members of the armed services or the police.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘disappeared.’





desaturate

 
/dēˈsaCHəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make less saturated; cause to become unsaturated.








II.
 
derivatives





desaturation

 
/-ˌsaCHəˈrāSHən /






noun





















descamisado

 
/desˌkamiˈsädō/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin America) a very poor person.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘shirtless.’





descant





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdeskant /



1.
 


[Music]

 an independent treble melody usually sung or played above a basic melody.




2.
 


[Music]

 
‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a melodious song.




3.
 


[Music]

 a discourse on a theme or subject




•
 
his descant of deprivation.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/diˈskant /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 talk tediously or at length




•
 
I have 
descanted on

 this subject before.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
deschant

 , from medieval Latin 
discantus

 ‘part-song, refrain.’





descant recorder






noun




British term for soprano recorder
 .













Descartes, René

 
/dāˈkärt/






(1596–1650), French philosopher, mathematician, and man of science. He concluded that everything was open to doubt except conscious experience and existence as a necessary condition of this: “
Cogito, ergo sum

 ” (I think, therefore I am). In mathematics, he developed the use of coordinates to locate a point in two or three dimensions.










descend

 
/dəˈsend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or fall downward




•
 
the aircraft began to descend.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move down (a slope or stairs)




•
 
the vehicle descended a ramp.










3.
 
(of stairs, a road or path, or a piece of land) be on a slope or incline and extend downward




•
 
a side road descended into the forest




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a narrow flight of stairs descended a steep slope.










4.
 
come or go down a scale, especially from the superior to the inferior


(as 
adj.

 
descending

 )


•
 
the categories are listed in descending order of usefulness.










5.
 


[Music]

 (of sound) become lower in pitch


(as 
adj.

 
descending

 )


•
 
a passage of descending chords.










6.
 
(
descend to

 )
 — act in a specified shameful way that is far below one's usual standards




•
 
she descended to self-pity.










7.
 
(
descend into

 )
 — (of a situation or group of people) reach (a state considered undesirable or shameful)




•
 
the army had descended into chaos.










8.
 
(
descend on/upon

 )
 — make a sudden attack on




•
 
the militia descended on Rye.










9.
 
make an unexpected and typically unwelcome visit to




•
 
treasure-seekers descended upon the site.










10.
 
(of a feeling or atmosphere) develop suddenly and be felt throughout a place or by a person or group of people




•
 
an air of gloom descended on the Democratic Party headquarters.










11.
 
(of night or darkness) begin to occur




•
 
as the winter darkness descended, the fighting ceased.










12.
 
(
be descended from

 )
 — be a direct blood relative of (a specified, typically illustrious ancestor)




•
 
she 
is descended from

 Charles II.










13.
 
(of an asset) pass by inheritance, typically from parent to child




•
 
his lands 
descended to

 his eldest son.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
descendre

 , from Latin 
descendere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
scandere

 ‘to climb.’





descendant

 
/dəˈsendənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, plant, or animal that is descended from a particular ancestor




•
 
Shakespeare's last direct descendant.










2.
 
a machine, artifact, system, etc., that has developed from an earlier, more rudimentary version.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘descending’): from French, present participle of 
descendre

 ‘to descend’ (see descend
 ). The noun dates from the early 17th cent. / 
usage:

 The correct spelling for the noun meaning ‘person descended from a particular ancestor’ is 
descendant

 , ending with the suffix 
-ant

 , not 
-ent

 (as in she claims to be a 
descendant

 of Paul Revere). The word 
descendent

 is an adjective, now used almost exclusively in scientific contexts, meaning ‘descending from an ancestor’ (as in extinct species are replaced by 
descendent

 species). Almost 15 percent of the citations for the noun in the Oxford English Corpus use the wrong spelling.





descendent

 
/dəˈsendənt/





I.
 
adjective




descending from an ancestor




•
 
a peculiar genealogy that buds off numerous descendent species




•
 
descendent groups.

















usage:

 On the difference between 
descendent

 and 
descendant

 , see usage at descendant
 .





descender

 
/dəˈsendər/






noun



1.
 
a part of a letter that extends below the level of the base of a letter such as 
x

 (as in 
g

 and 
p

 ).




2.
 
a letter having a descender.













descendeur

 
/diˈsendər/





I.
 
noun






[Climbing]

 a piece of metal around which a rope is passed and which makes use of friction to slow descent during rappelling.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: French, literally ‘descender.’





descendible

 
/dəˈsendəb(ə)l/






adjective






[Law]

 (of property) able to be inherited by a descendant.













descending colon






noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the large intestine that passes downward on the left side of the abdomen toward the rectum.













descent

 
/dəˈsent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an action of moving downward, dropping, or falling




•
 
the plane had gone into a steep descent.










2.
 
a downward slope, especially a path or track




•
 
a steep, badly eroded descent.










3.
 
a moral, social, or psychological decline into a specified undesirable state




•
 
the ancient empire's slow 
descent into

 barbarism.










4.
 
the origin or background of a person in terms of family or nationality




•
 
American families 
of

 Hungarian 
descent

 .










5.
 
the transmission of qualities, property, or privileges by inheritance.




6.
 
(
descent on

 )
 — a sudden, violent attack




•
 
a descent on the enemy airstrip.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
descente

 , from 
descendre

 ‘to descend’ (see descend
 ).





descramble

 
/dēˈskrambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert or restore (a signal) to intelligible form.








II.
 
derivatives





descrambler

 
/dēˈskramb(ə)lər /






noun






















describe

 
/dəˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give an account in words of (someone or something), including all the relevant characteristics, qualities, or events




•
 
the police said the man was 
described as

 white, 6 ft. tall, with mousy, cropped hair.










2.
 
mark out or draw (a geometric figure)




•
 
on the diameter of a circle an equilateral triangle is described.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
describable

 
/dəˈskrībəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
describer

 
/dəˈskrībər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
describere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





description

 
/dəˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spoken or written representation or account of a person, object, or event




•
 
people who had seen him were able to give a description.










2.
 
the action of giving a spoken or written representation or account




•
 
teaching by demonstration and description.










3.
 
a sort, kind, or class of people or things




•
 
ships 
of every description

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond description






to a great and astonishing extent




•
 
his face was swollen beyond description.















2.
 
defy description






be so unusual or remarkable as to be impossible to describe




•
 
the sheer scale of the Requiem defies description.















3.
 
answer (to) (or fit) the description






have the qualities specified.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
descriptio(n-)

 , from 
describere

 ‘write down.’






descriptive

 
/dəˈskriptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving or seeking to describe.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective) assigning a quality rather than restricting the application of the expression modified, e.g., 
blue

 as distinct from 
few

 .




3.
 
describing or classifying without expressing feelings or judging.




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to an approach to language analysis that describes accents, forms, structures, and usage without making value judgments.

Often contrasted with prescriptive
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
descriptively

 
/dəˈskriptivlē /






adverb













2.
 
descriptiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
descriptivus

 , from 
descript-

 ‘written down,’ from the verb 
describere

 (see describe
 ).





descriptivism

 
/dəˈskriptəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that the meanings of ethical or aesthetic terms and statements are purely descriptive rather than prescriptive, evaluative, or emotive.








II.
 
derivatives





descriptivist






noun, adjective





















descriptor

 
/dəˈskriptər/






noun



1.
 
an element or term that has the function of describing, identifying, or indexing, in particular




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word or expression used to describe or identify something.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of stored data that indicates how other data is stored.














descry

 
/dəˈskrī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 catch sight of




•
 
she descried two figures.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps confused with obsolete 
descry

 ‘describe,’ variant of obsolete 
descrive

 (via Old French from Latin 
describere

 ‘write down’), which also had the meaning ‘perceive.’





desecrate

 
/ˈdesəˌkrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a sacred place or thing) with violent disrespect; violate




•
 
more than 300 graves were desecrated.














II.
 
derivatives





desecrator

 
/ˈdesəˌkrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from de-
 (expressing reversal) + a shortened form of consecrate
 .





desecration

 
/ˌdesəˈkrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of desecrating something




•
 
the desecration of a grave.




•
 
the desecration of swathes of Scotland's landscape.



















deseed

 
/dēˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
deseeded

 )


1.
 
remove the seeds from (a plant, vegetable, or fruit).








II.
 
derivatives





deseeder






noun





















desegregate

 
/dēˈseɡrəˌɡāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
end a policy of racial segregation in




•
 
actions to desegregate schools.



















desegregation

 
/ˌdēˌseɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)n/






noun




the ending of a policy of racial segregation




•
 
he wrote editorials calling for the desegregation of schools.



















deselect

 
/ˌdēsəˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn off (a selected feature) on a list of options on a computer menu.








II.
 
derivatives





deselection

 
/ˌdēsəˈlekSH(ə)n /






noun





















desensitize

 
/dēˈsensəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make less sensitive




•
 
creams to desensitize the skin at the site of the injection.










2.
 
make (someone) less likely to feel shock or distress at scenes of cruelty, violence, or suffering by overexposure to such images


(as 
adj.

 
desensitized

 )


•
 
people who view such movies become 
desensitized to

 violence.










3.
 
free (someone) from a phobia or neurosis by gradually exposing the person to the thing that is feared.

See systematic desensitization
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desensitization

 
/ˌdēˌsensədəˈzāSHən ˌdēˌsensəˌtīˈzāSHən dəˌsensədəˈzāSHən dəˌsensəˌtīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
desensitizer

 
/dēˈsensəˌtīzər /






noun





















Deseret

 
/ˌdezəˈret/






the name proposed in the 1840s by Mormon settlers for what became Utah.










desert1


 
/dəˈzərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
abandon (a person, cause, or organization) in a way considered disloyal or treacherous




•
 
he deserted his wife and daughter and went back to England.










2.
 
(of a number of people) leave (a place), causing it to appear empty




•
 
good weather came after the summer hordes had deserted the beaches.










3.
 
(of a quality or ability) fail (someone), especially at a crucial moment when most needed




•
 
her luck deserted her.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 (of a soldier) illegally run away from military service.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
deserter

 , from late Latin 
desertare

 , from Latin 
desertus

 ‘left waste’ (see desert
 2
 ).






desert2


 
/ˈdezərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dry, barren area of land, especially one covered with sand, that is characteristically desolate, waterless, and without vegetation.




2.
 
a situation or area considered dull and uninteresting




•
 
a cultural desert.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
like a desert




•
 
overgrazing has created desert conditions.










2.
 
uninhabited and desolate




•
 
desert wastes.














III.
 
derivatives





desertic






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
desertum

 ‘something left waste,’ neuter past participle of 
deserere

 ‘leave, forsake.’





desert3


 
/dəˈzərt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
deserts

 )


1.
 
a person's worthiness or entitlement to reward or punishment




•
 
the penal system fails to punish offenders in accordance with their deserts.














II.
 
phrases





get (or receive) one's just deserts






receive the appropriate reward or (more usually) punishment for one's actions




•
 
those who caused great torment to others rarely got their just deserts.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from 
deservir

 ‘serve well’ (see deserve
 ). / 
usage:

 People who get their 
just deserts

 get what they deserve. 
Deserts

 here is related to 
deserve

 , and is spelled with one 
-s-

 in the middle. This usage has no relation to the 
dessert

 course of a meal, yet the 
-ss-

 spelling (
just desserts

 ) is found in the Oxford English Corpus nearly as often as the correct spelling.





desert boot

 
/ˈdezərt ˌbo͞ot/






noun




a lightweight boot with the upper made from suede.













deserted

 
/dəˈzərdəd/






adjective




(of a place) empty of people




•
 
deserted beaches of soft sand.



















deserter

 
/dəˈzərdər/





I.
 
noun




a member of the armed forces who deserts




•
 
deserters from the army.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from desert
 1
 , on the pattern of French 
déserteur

 .





desertification

 
/dəˌzərdəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process by which fertile land becomes desert, typically as a result of drought, deforestation, or inappropriate agriculture.













desertion

 
/dəˈzərSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of deserting a person, cause, or organization




•
 
her mother 's desertion of her family.










2.
 


[Military]

 the action of illegally leaving the armed forces




•
 
three officers were shot for desertion




•
 
the number of desertions was rising.



















desert island

 
/ˌdezərt ˈīlənd/






noun




a remote uninhabited tropical island.













desert pavement

 
/ˌdezərt ˈpāvmənt/






noun






[Geology]

 a surface layer of closely packed or cemented pebbles, rock fragments, etc., from which fine material has been removed by the wind in arid regions.













desert rat

 
/ˈdezərt ˌrat/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a jerboa.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a soldier of the 7th British armored division (with the jerboa as a badge) in the North African desert campaign of 1941–42.













desert rose

 
/ˌdezərt ˈrōz/






noun



1.
 
a flowerlike aggregate of crystals of a mineral occurring in arid areas.




2.
 
a succulent plant with pink, tubular flowers and a swollen, woody stem containing toxic, milky sap that is sometimes used for arrow poison. It is native to East Africa and Arabia.

[
Adenium obesum

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 .]




3.
 
(also 
Sturt's desert rose

 )
 — a dense shrub with pinkish-lilac flowers and black spotted leaves and fruit. Native to arid regions of Australia, it is the floral emblem of the Northern Territory of Australia.

[
Gossypium sturtianum

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]













desert varnish

 
/ˌdezərt ˈvärniSH/






noun






[Geology]

 a dark, hard film of oxides formed on exposed rock surfaces in arid regions.














deserve

 
/dəˈzərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do something or have or show qualities worthy of (reward or punishment)




•
 
the referee deserves a pat on the back for his bravery




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
people who park like that deserve to be towed away.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deservir

 , from Latin 
deservire

 ‘serve well or zealously.’





deserved

 
/dəˈzərvd/






adjective




rightfully earned because of something done or qualities shown; merited




•
 
a deserved standing ovation.




•
 
a deserved victory.



















deservedly

 
/dəˈzərvədlē/






adverb




in the way that is deserved; rightfully




•
 
a deservedly popular sitcom




•
 
they are top of the division, 
and deservedly so

 .



















deserving

 
/dəˈzərviNG/





I.
 
adjective




worthy of being treated in a particular way, typically of being given assistance




•
 
the deserving poor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deservingly






adverb













2.
 
deservingness






noun





















desex

 
/dēˈseks/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
desexed

 )


1.
 
deprive (someone) of sexual qualities or attraction




•
 
Lawrence portrays feminists as shrill, humorless, and desexed.










2.
 
castrate or spay (an animal).













desexualize

 
/dēˈsekSH(əw)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of sexual character or the distinctive qualities of a sex.








II.
 
derivatives





desexualization

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oələˈzāSHən /






noun





















deshabille

 
/ˌdāzəˈbēl ˌdezəˈbēl/






noun




variant spelling of dishabille
 .













desi

 
/ˈdāsē /

 

‹Indian›


 
deshi /ˈdāSHē/






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
local; indigenous.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 rustic; unsophisticated.




3.
 
unadulterated or pure




•
 
desi ghee.














II.
 
noun




a person of Indian, Pakistani, or Bangladeshi birth or descent who lives abroad.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
deśa

 ‘country, land.’





De Sica, Vittorio

 
/də ˈsēkə/






(1901–74), Italian movie director and actor; a key figure in Italian neorealist cinema. His directorial work includes 
The Bicycle Thief

 (1948) and 
Two Women

 (1960).









desiccant

 
/ˈdesəkənt/





I.
 
noun




a hygroscopic substance used as a drying agent.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
desiccant-

 ‘making thoroughly dry,’ from the verb 
desiccare

 .





desiccate

 
/ˈdesəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
desiccated

 )
 — remove the moisture from (something, especially food), typically in order to preserve it




•
 
desiccated coconut.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
desiccated

 )
 — lacking interest, passion, or energy




•
 
a desiccated history of ideas.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desiccation

 
/ˌdesəˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
desiccative

 
/ˈdesəˌkādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
desiccat-

 ‘made thoroughly dry,’ from the verb 
desiccare

 .





desiccator

 
/ˈdesəˌkādər/






noun




a glass container or other apparatus holding a drying agent for removing moisture from specimens and protecting them from water vapor in the air.














desiderate

 
/dəˈsidəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 feel a keen desire for (something lacking or absent)




•
 
I desiderate the resources of a family.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
desiderat-

 ‘desired,’ from the verb 
desiderare

 , perhaps from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
sidus

 , 
sider-

 ‘star.’ Compare with consider
 .





desiderative

 
/diˈsidərətiv, -ˌrātiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 (in Latin and other inflected languages) denoting a verb formed from another and expressing a desire to do the act denoted by the root verb (such as Latin 
esurire

 ‘want to eat,’ from 
edere

 ‘eat’).




2.
 


[Grammar]

 having, expressing, or relating to desire.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a desiderative verb.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
desiderativus

 , from Latin 
desiderat-

 ‘desired,’ from the verb 
desiderare

 (see desiderate
 ).





desideratum

 
/dəˌzidəˈrädəm/





I.
 
noun




something that is needed or wanted




•
 
integrity was a desideratum.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘something desired,’ neuter past participle of 
desiderare

 (see desiderate
 ).





design

 
/dəˈzīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plan or drawing produced to show the look and function or workings of a building, garment, or other object before it is built or made




•
 
he has just unveiled his design for the new museum.










2.
 
the art or action of conceiving of and producing a plan or drawing




•
 
good design can help the reader understand complicated information




•
 
the cloister is of late-twelfth-century design.










3.
 
an arrangement of lines or shapes created to form a pattern or decoration




•
 
pottery with a lovely blue and white design.










4.
 
purpose, planning, or intention that exists or is thought to exist behind an action, fact, or material object




•
 
the appearance of design in the universe.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decide upon the look and functioning of (a building, garment, or other object), typically by making a detailed drawing of it




•
 
a number of architectural students were designing a factory




•
 (
designed

 )
 
specially designed buildings.










2.
 
do or plan (something) with a specific purpose or intention in mind


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the tax changes were designed to stimulate economic growth.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by design






as a result of a plan; intentionally




•
 
I became a presenter by default rather than by design.















2.
 
have designs on






aim to obtain (something desired), typically in a secret and dishonest way




•
 
he suspected her of having designs on the family fortune.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘to designate’): from Latin 
designare

 ‘to designate,’ reinforced by French 
désigner

 . The noun is via French from Italian.






designate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈdeziɡˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appoint (someone) to a specified position




•
 
he was 
designated as

 prime minister.










2.
 
officially assign a specified status or ascribe a specified name or quality to


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
certain schools are designated “science schools”




•
 
a personality disorder that Adler designates the Ruling Type.










3.
 
signify; indicate




•
 
the term “brainstem” designates the medulla, pons, and mesencephalon.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈdeziɡnət ˈdeziɡˌnāt /
 [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
appointed to an office or position but not yet installed




•
 
the Director designate.














III.
 
derivatives





designator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
designatus

 ‘designated,’ past participle of 
designare

 , based on 
signum

 ‘a mark.’ The verb dates from the late 18th cent.





designated driver

 
/ˌdeziɡnādəd ˈdrīvər/






noun




a member of a group who abstains from alcohol in order to drive the others safely.













designated hitter

 
/ˈdeziɡˌnādid ˈhidər/






noun






[Baseball]

 a nonfielding player named before the start of a game to be in the batting order, typically in place of the pitcher.













designation

 
/ˌdeziɡˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the choosing and naming of someone to be the holder of an official position




•
 
a leader's designation of his own successor.










2.
 
the action of choosing a place for a special purpose or giving it a special status




•
 
the designation of parts of Santa Ana as an enterprise zone.










3.
 
a name, description, or title, typically one that is officially bestowed




•
 
a group of tribes banded together under the designation “Sheepeaters.”

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the action of marking’): from Latin 
designatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
designare

 (see designate
 ).





designedly

 
/dəˈzīnədlē/






adverb




deliberately in order to produce a specific effect


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
let me propose a designedly vague criterion.



















designee

 
/ˌdeziɡˈnē/






noun




a person who has been designated.













designer

 
/dəˈzīnər/






noun



1.
 
a person who plans the form, look, or workings of something before its being made or built, typically by drawing it in detail




•
 
he's one of the world's leading car designers.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — made by or having the expensive sophistication of a famous and prestigious fashion designer




•
 
a designer label.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — upscale and fashionable




•
 
designer food.



















designer baby






noun




a baby whose genetic makeup has been selected in order to eradicate a particular defect, or to ensure that a particular gene is present.













designer drug






noun




a synthetic analog of a legally restricted or prohibited drug, devised to circumvent drug laws.













designer stubble






noun




stubble that a man deliberately allows to grow on his face in order to look fashionable.













designing

 
/dəˈzīniNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
acting in a calculating, deceitful way




•
 
she was a designing little minx.



















desirability

 
/dəˌzī(ə)rəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being desirable




•
 
we agree on the desirability of a negotiated settlement.



















desirable

 
/dəˈzīrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wanted or wished for as being an attractive, useful, or necessary course of action


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
it is desirable to exercise some social control over technology.










2.
 
(of a person) arousing sexual desire




•
 
she had never looked more desirable.














II.
 
noun




a desirable person, thing, or quality.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desirableness

 
/dəˈzīrəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
desirably

 
/dəˈzīrəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, suggested by Latin 
desiderabilis

 , from 
desiderare

 ‘to desire’ (see desiderate
 ).





desire

 
/dəˈzī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong feeling of wanting to have something or wishing for something to happen


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
a desire to work in the dirt with your bare hands.










2.
 
strong sexual feeling or appetite




•
 
they were clinging together in fierce mutual desire.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strongly wish for or want (something)




•
 
he never achieved the status he so desired




•
 (as 
adj.

 
desired

 )
 
it failed to create the desired effect.










2.
 
want (someone) sexually




•
 
there had been a time, years ago, when he had desired her.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 express a wish to (someone); request or entreat.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
desir

 (noun), 
desirer

 (verb), from Latin 
desiderare

 (see desiderate
 ).





Desiree

 
/ˈdezəˌrā/






noun




a potato of a pink-skinned variety with yellow, waxy flesh.













desirous

 
/dəˈzīrəs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having or characterized by desire




•
 
the pope was 
desirous of

 peace in Europe.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
desireus

 , based on Latin 
desiderare

 ‘to desire’ (see desiderate
 ).





desist

 
/dəˈzist dəˈsist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease; abstain




•
 
each pledged to 
desist from

 acts of sabotage.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desister

 , from Latin 
desistere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down from’ + 
sistere

 ‘to stop’ (reduplication of 
stare

 ‘to stand’).





desk

 
/desk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of furniture with a flat or sloped surface and typically with drawers, at which one can read, write, or do other work.




2.
 


[Music]

 a position in an orchestra at which two players share a music stand




•
 
an extra desk of first and second violins.










3.
 
a counter in a hotel, bank, or airport at which a customer may check in or obtain information




•
 
the reception desk.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a specified section of a news organization, especially a newspaper




•
 
he landed a job on the sports desk.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
desca

 , probably based on Provençal 
desca

 ‘basket’ or Italian 
desco

 ‘table, butcher's block,’ both based on Latin 
discus

 (see discus
 ).





desk-bound

 
/ˈdeskˌbound/






adjective




restricted to working in an office, rather than in an active, physical capacity




•
 
he is no desk-bound theoretician.



















desk dictionary






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a one-volume dictionary of medium size.













deskill

 
/dēˈskil/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the level of skill required to carry out (a job)




•
 
advances in technology had deskilled numerous working-class jobs.










2.
 
make the skills of (a worker) obsolete.













desk job






noun




a job based at a desk, especially as opposed to one in active military or police service.













desk jockey





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who works at a desk; an office worker.











– origin

 on the pattern of 
disc jockey

 .





desk organizer

 


‹Brit.›

 desk tidy






noun




a container kept on a desk and used to store stationery and other small items




•
 
this desk organizer may just be what you need to get the clutter off your desk.



















desk sergeant






noun




a sergeant in administrative charge of a police station.













desktop

 
/ˈdeskˌtäp/






noun



1.
 
the working surface of a desk.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a piece of equipment such as a computer that is suitable for use at an ordinary desk




•
 
a desktop machine.










3.
 
a desktop computer.




4.
 
the working area of a computer screen regarded as a representation of a notional desktop and containing icons representing items such as files and a wastebasket.













desktop publishing

 
/ˈdes(k)ˌtäp ˈpəbliSHiNG /

 
DTP






noun




the production of printed matter by means of a printer linked to a desktop computer, with special software. The system enables reports, advertising matter, company magazines, etc., to be produced cheaply with a layout and print quality similar to that of typeset books, for xerographic or other reproduction.













desman

 
/ˈdezmən/





I.
 
noun




a small, semiaquatic European mammal related to the mole, with a long, tubular muzzle and webbed toes.

[Family 
Talpidae

 : the 
Russian desman

 (
Desmana moschata

 ) and the 
Pyrenean desman

 (
Galemys pyrenaicus

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French and German from Swedish 
desman-råtta

 ‘muskrat,’ from 
desman

 ‘musk.’





desmid

 
/ˈdezmid/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a single-celled, freshwater alga that appears to be composed of two rigid cells with a shared nucleus. The presence of desmids is usually an indicator of unpolluted water.

[Family 
Desmidiaceae

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 (or phylum 
Gamophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Desmidium

 (genus name), from Greek 
desmos

 ‘band, chain’ (because the algae are often found united in chains or masses).





desmoid

 
/ˈdezmoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 denoting a type of fibrous tumor of muscle and connective tissue, typically in the abdomen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
desmos

 ‘bond’ or 
desmē

 ‘bundle’ + -oid
 .





Des Moines

 
/də ˈmoin/






the capital of and the largest city in Iowa, in the southern central part of the state; pop. 197,052 (est. 2008).









desmosome

 
/ˈdezməˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a structure by which two adjacent cells are attached, formed from protein plaques in the cell membranes linked by filaments.








II.
 
derivatives





desmosomal

 
/ˌdezməˈsōməl /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
desmos

 ‘bond, chain’ + -some
 3
 .





Desna River

 
/dyisˈnä, dəˈsnä/






a river in western Russia and Ukraine that rises east of Smolensk and flows for 550 miles (885 km) to enter the Dnieper River near Kiev.










desolate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈdesələt /



1.
 
(of a place) deserted of people and in a state of bleak and dismal emptiness




•
 
a desolate moor.










2.
 
feeling or showing misery, unhappiness, or loneliness




•
 
I suddenly felt desolate and bereft.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈdesəˌlāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a place) bleakly and depressingly empty or bare




•
 
the droughts that desolated the dry plains.










2.
 
(usu. 
be desolated

 )
 — make (someone) feel utterly wretched and unhappy




•
 
he was desolated by the deaths of his treasured friends.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desolately

 
/ˈdesələtlē /






adverb













2.
 
desolateness

 
/-litnis /






noun













3.
 
desolator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
desolatus

 ‘abandoned,’ past participle of 
desolare

 , from 
de-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
solus

 ‘alone.’





desolation

 
/ˌdesəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of complete emptiness or destruction




•
 
the stony desolation of the desert.










2.
 
anguished misery or loneliness




•
 
in choked desolation, she watched him leave.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
desolatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
desolare

 ‘to abandon’ (see desolate
 ).





desolder

 
/dēˈsädər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the solder from (electrical components), usually to effect separation




•
 
cut the pins one by one on the component side, desolder the halves, then throw the chip out.



















desorb

 
/dēˈzôrb dēˈsôrb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 cause the release of (an adsorbed substance) from a surface.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 (of an adsorbed substance) become released.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desorbent

 
/-bənt /






adjective, noun













2.
 
desorber






noun













3.
 
desorption

 
/dēˈzôrpSH(ə)n dēˈsôrpSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: originally as 
desorption

 (from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
adsorption

 ), from which 
desorb

 is a back-formation.





De Soto

 
/də ˈsōdō/






a city in northeastern Texas, south of Dallas; pop. 47,568 (est. 2008).









de Soto, Hernando

 
/də ˈsōtō/






(c.1496–1542), Spanish soldier and explorer. After serving as military commander of Nicaragua and of Peru, he landed in Florida in 1539 and explored much of what is now the southeastern US, as far west as Oklahoma. He died of a fever on the banks of the Mississippi River.










despair

 
/dəˈsper/





I.
 
noun




the complete loss or absence of hope




•
 


driven to despair

 , he throws himself under a train




•
 


in despair

 , I hit the bottle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lose or be without hope




•
 
we should not despair




•
 
he was beginning to 
despair of

 ever knowing.














III.
 
phrases





be the despair of






be the cause of a feeling of hopelessness in (someone else)




•
 
my handwriting was the despair of my teachers.





















– origin

 Middle English: the noun via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
desespeir

 ; the verb from Old French 
desperer

 , from Latin 
desperare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down from’ + 
sperare

 ‘to hope.’





despairing

 
/dəˈsperiNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing the loss of all hope




•
 
he gave a despairing little shrug.














II.
 
derivatives





despairingly

 
/dəˈsperiNGlē /






adverb





















desperado

 
/ˌdespəˈrädō/





I.
 
noun




a desperate or reckless person, especially a criminal.








II.
 
derivatives





desperadoism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: pseudo-Spanish alteration of the obsolete noun 
desperate

 . Both 
desperate

 and 
desperado

 originally denoted a person in despair or in a desperate situation, hence someone made reckless by despair.





desperate

 
/ˈdesp(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling, showing, or involving a hopeless sense that a situation is so bad as to be impossible to deal with




•
 
a desperate sadness enveloped Ruth.










2.
 
(of an act or attempt) tried in despair or when everything else has failed; having little hope of success




•
 
drugs used in a desperate attempt to save his life.










3.
 
(of a situation) extremely bad, serious, or dangerous




•
 
there is a desperate shortage of teachers.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) having a great need or desire for something




•
 
I am 
desperate for

 a cigarette




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the government is desperate to clean up Rio's streets.










5.
 
(of a person or fight) violent or dangerous




•
 
a desperate criminal




•
 
a desperate struggle.














II.
 
phrases





desperate diseases must have desperate remedies








‹proverb›

 extreme measures are justified as a response to a difficult or dangerous situation.












III.
 
derivatives





desperateness

 
/ˈdesp(ə)rətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘in despair’): from Latin 
desperatus

 ‘deprived of hope,’ past participle of 
desperare

 (see despair
 ).





desperately

 
/ˈdesp(ə)rətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows despair




•
 
he looked around desperately.










2.
 
used to emphasize the extreme degree of something




•
 
he desperately needed a drink




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I am desperately disappointed.



















desperation

 
/ˌdespəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a state of despair, typically one that results in rash or extreme behavior




•
 
she wrote to him 
in desperation

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
desperatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
desperare

 (see despair
 ).





desperation pass






noun






[Football]

 another term for Hail Mary
 (
sense

 2).













despicable

 
/dəˈspikəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




deserving hatred and contempt




•
 
a despicable crime.














II.
 
derivatives





despicably

 
/dəˈspikəblē ˈdespəkəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
despicabilis

 , from 
despicari

 ‘look down on.’





de Spinoza, Baruch

 
/də spiˈnōzə/






see Spinoza, Baruch de
 .










despise

 
/dəˈspīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel contempt or a deep repugnance for




•
 
he 
despised

 himself 
for

 being selfish.














II.
 
derivatives





despiser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
despire

 , from Latin 
despicere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
specere

 ‘look at.’





despite

 
/dəˈspīt/





I.
 
preposition




without being affected by; in spite of




•
 
he remains a great leader despite age and infirmity.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 outrage; injury




•
 
the despite done by him to the holy relics.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 contempt; disdain




•
 
the theater only earns my despite.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
despite (or in despite) of








‹archaic›

 in spite of.









2.
 
despite oneself






used to indicate that one did not intend or expect to do the thing mentioned




•
 
despite herself Fran felt a ripple of appreciation for his beauty.


















IV.
 
derivatives





despiteful

 
/dəˈspītf(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›





















– origin

 Middle English (originally used as a noun meaning ‘contempt, scorn’ in the phrase 
in despite of

 ): from Old French 
despit

 , from Latin 
despectus

 ‘looking down on,’ past participle (used as a noun) of 
despicere

 (see despise
 ).





Des Plaines

 
/ˌdes ˈplānz/






a city in northeastern Illinois, northwest of Chicago; pop. 57,062 (est. 2008).










despoil

 
/dəˈspoil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal or violently remove valuable or attractive possessions from; plunder




•
 
the church was 
despoiled of

 its marble wall covering.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
despoiler

 
/dəˈspoilər /






noun













2.
 
despoilment






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
despoillier

 , from Latin 
despoliare

 ‘rob, plunder’ (from 
spolia

 ‘spoil’).





despoliation

 
/diˌspōlēˈāSHən/






noun




the action of despoiling or the condition of being despoiled; plunder




•
 
the despoliation of the resources of the natural world.



















despond

 
/dəˈspänd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 become dejected and lose confidence.








II.
 
noun




a state of unhappiness and low spirits.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
despondere

 ‘give up, abandon,’ from 
de-

 ‘away’ + 
spondere

 ‘to promise.’ The word was originally used as a noun in Slough of Despond
 .





despondency

 
/dəˈspändənsē/





I.
 
noun




a state of low spirits caused by loss of hope or courage




•
 
he hinted at his own deep despondency.














II.
 
derivatives





despondence

 
/-dəns /






noun





















despondent

 
/dəˈspändənt/





I.
 
adjective




in low spirits from loss of hope or courage.








II.
 
derivatives





despondently

 
/dəˈspänd(ə)ntlē /






adverb






















despot

 
/ˈdespət/





I.
 
noun




a ruler or other person who holds absolute power, typically one who exercises it in a cruel or oppressive way.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
despote

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
despotēs

 ‘master, absolute ruler.’ Originally (after the Turkish conquest of Constantinople) the term denoted a petty Christian ruler under the Turkish empire. The current sense dates from the late 18th cent.





despotic

 
/dəˈspädik/





I.
 
adjective




of or typical of a despot; tyrannical




•
 
a despotic regime.














II.
 
derivatives





despotically

 
/dəˈspädək(ə)lē /






adverb





















despotism

 
/ˈdespəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exercise of absolute power, especially in a cruel and oppressive way




•
 
the King's arbitrary despotism.










2.
 
a country or political system where the ruler holds absolute power.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
despotisme

 , from 
despote

 (see despot
 ).





desquamate

 
/ˈdeskwəˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a layer of cells, e.g., of the skin) come off in scales or flakes


(as 
adj.

 
desquamated

 )


•
 
desquamated cells.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desquamation

 
/ˌdeskwəˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
desquamative

 
/-ˌmātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘remove the scales from’): from Latin 
desquamat-

 ‘scaled,’ from the verb 
desquamare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
squama

 ‘a scale.’





dessert

 
/dəˈzərt/





I.
 
noun




the sweet course eaten at the end of a meal




•
 
a dessert of chocolate mousse.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, past participle of 
desservir

 ‘clear the table,’ from 
des-

 (expressing removal) + 
servir

 ‘to serve.’





dessertspoon

 
/dəˈzərtˌspo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spoon used for dessert, smaller than a tablespoon and larger than a teaspoon.




2.
 
the amount held by a dessertspoon.








II.
 
derivatives





dessertspoonful

 
/dəˈzərtˌspo͞onˌfo͝ol /






noun





















dessert wine

 
/dəˈzərt wīn/






noun




a sweet wine drunk with or following dessert.













destabilization

 
/dēˌstābələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of upsetting the stability of a region or system, especially of government




•
 
economic and political destabilization was crippling the country




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a well-funded, orchestrated destabilization campaign.



















destabilize

 
/dēˈstābəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
upset the stability of; cause unrest in




•
 
the discovery of an affair can destabilize a relationship.




















de Staël, Madame

 
/də ˈstäl/






(1766–1817), French novelist and critic; a precursor of the French romantics; born 
Anne Louise Germaine Necker

 . Her critical work, 
De l'Allemagne

 (1810), introduced late-18th-century German writers and thinkers to France.









destain

 
/dēˈstān/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 selectively remove stain from (a specimen for microscopy, a chromatography gel, etc.) after it has previously been stained.













de-Stalinization

 
/dēˌstälənəˈzāSHən/






noun




(in communist countries) the policy of eradicating the memory or influence of Joseph Stalin and Stalinism, especially after 1956.













De Stijl

 
/də ˈstīl/





I.
 
a 20th-century Dutch art movement founded in 1917 by 
Theo van Doesburg

 (1883–1931) and Piet Mondrian. The movement favored an abstract, economical style. It was influential on the Bauhaus and constructivist movements.







– origin

 Dutch, literally ‘the style,’ originally the name of the movement's periodical.





destination

 
/ˌdestəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the place to which someone or something is going or being sent




•
 
a popular destination for golfers.














II.
 
adjective




being a place that people will make a special trip to visit




•
 
a destination restaurant.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
destinatio(n-)

 , from 
destinare

 ‘make firm, establish.’ The original sense was ‘the action of intending someone or something for a particular purpose,’ later ‘being destined for a particular place,’ hence (from the early 19th cent.) the place itself.





destination charge






noun




a fee added to the price of a new car to cover the cost of shipping the vehicle from the manufacturer to the dealer.













destine

 
/ˈdestin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intend or choose (someone or something) for a particular purpose or end.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘predetermine, decree’): from Old French 
destiner

 , from Latin 
destinare

 ‘make firm, establish.’





destined

 
/ˈdestind/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's future) developing as though according to a plan




•
 
she could see that he was 
destined for

 great things




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
they were destined to become diplomats.










2.
 
(
destined to

 )
 — certain to meet (a particular fate)




•
 
she was destined to become a life-long friend.










3.
 
(
destined for

 )
 — intended for or traveling toward (a particular place)




•
 
agricultural exports destined for the United States.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — preordained




•
 
your heroine will be united with her destined mate.



















destiny

 
/ˈdestinē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the events that will necessarily happen to a particular person or thing in the future




•
 
she was unable to control her own destiny.










2.
 
the hidden power believed to control what will happen in the future; fate




•
 
he believes in destiny.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
destinee

 , from Latin 
destinata

 , feminine past participle of 
destinare

 ‘make firm, establish.’





destitute

 
/ˈdestəˌt(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without the basic necessities of life




•
 
the charity cares for destitute children.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
destitute of

 )
 — not having




•
 
towns destitute of commerce.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘deserted, abandoned, empty’): from Latin 
destitutus

 , past participle of 
destituere

 ‘forsake,’ from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
statuere

 ‘to place.’





destitution

 
/ˌdestəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/






noun




poverty so extreme that one lacks the means to provide for oneself




•
 
the family faced eviction and destitution.



















de-stress

 
/dēˈstres/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relax after a period of work or tension.













destrier

 
/ˈdestrēər/





I.
 
noun




a medieval knight's warhorse.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
dextera

 ‘the right hand,’ from 
dexter

 ‘on the right’ (because the squire led the knight's horse with his right hand).






destroy

 
/dəˈstroi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put an end to the existence of (something) by damaging or attacking it




•
 
the room had been destroyed by fire.










2.
 
ruin (someone) emotionally or spiritually




•
 
he has been determined to destroy her.










3.
 
defeat (someone) utterly




•
 
the Tigers destroyed the Padres in five games.










4.
 
(usu. 
be destroyed

 )
 — kill (a sick, savage, or unwanted animal) by humane means




•
 
their terrier was destroyed after the attack.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
destruire

 , based on Latin 
destruere

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
struere

 ‘build.’





destroyer

 
/dəˈstroiər/






noun



1.
 
a small, fast warship, especially one equipped for a defensive role against submarines and aircraft.




2.
 
someone or something that destroys




•
 
the greatest destroyer of love and peace.



















destroying angel






noun




a deadly poisonous white toadstool that grows in woodlands and is native to both Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Amanita

 , family 
Amanitaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 : several species, including the North American 
A. bisporigera

 and the European 
A. virosa

 .]













destruct

 
/dəˈstrəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause deliberate, irreparable damage to (something, typically a rocket or missile).








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 , usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the deliberate causing of terminal damage




•
 
he had ordered him to go for the destruct button.

















– origin

 1950s: back-formation from destruction
 .





destructible

 
/dəˈstrəktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be destroyed.








II.
 
derivatives





destructibility

 
/-ˌstrəktəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (earlier in 
indestructible

 ): from French, from late Latin 
destructibilis

 , from Latin 
destruct-

 ‘destroyed,’ from the verb 
destruere

 (see destroy
 ).






destruction

 
/dəˈstrəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of causing so much damage to something that it no longer exists or cannot be repaired




•
 
the destruction of the library in Alexandria




•
 
the avalanche left a trail of destruction.










2.
 
the action or process of killing or being killed




•
 
the wanton destruction of human life.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a cause of someone's ruin




•
 
gambling was his destruction.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
destructio(n-)

 , from the verb 
destruere

 (see destroy
 ).





destructive

 
/dəˈstrəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing great and irreparable harm or damage




•
 
the destructive power of weapons.










2.
 
tending to refute or disparage; negative and unhelpful




•
 
destructive criticism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
destructively

 
/dəˈstrəktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
destructiveness

 
/dəˈstrəktivnəs /






noun





















destructive distillation






noun






[Chemistry]

 decomposition of a solid by heating it in a closed container and collecting the volatile constituents given off.













desuetude

 
/ˈdeswəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a state of disuse




•
 
the docks 
fell into desuetude

 .

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cessation’): from French, from Latin 
desuetudo

 , from 
desuet-

 ‘made unaccustomed,’ from the verb 
desuescere

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
suescere

 ‘be accustomed.’





desulfurize

 
/dēˈsəlf(y)əˌrīz /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 desulphurize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove sulfur or sulfur compounds from (a substance).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desulfurization

 
/dēˌsəlfərəˈzāSHən dēˌsəlfəˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
desulfurizer






noun





















desultory

 
/ˈdesəlˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking a plan, purpose, or enthusiasm




•
 
a few people were left, dancing in a desultory fashion.










2.
 
(of conversation or speech) going constantly from one subject to another in a halfhearted way; unfocused




•
 
the desultory conversation faded.










3.
 
occurring randomly or occasionally




•
 
desultory passengers were appearing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
desultorily

 
/ˈdesəlˌtôrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
desultoriness

 
/ˈdesəlˌtôrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the literal sense ‘skipping around’): from Latin 
desultorius

 ‘superficial’ (literally ‘relating to a vaulter’), from 
desultor

 ‘vaulter,’ from the verb 
desilire

 .





desuperheater

 
/dēˈso͞opərˌhēdər/






noun




a container for reducing the temperature of steam to make it less superheated.













desynchronize

 
/dēˈsiNGkrəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disturb the synchronization of; put out of step or phase.








II.
 
derivatives





desynchronization

 
/-ˌsiNGkrənəˈzāSHən /






noun





















Det.






abbreviation




detective




•
 
Det. Sgt. Eric Atkinson.




















detach

 
/dəˈtaCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disengage (something or part of something) and remove it




•
 
he 
detached

 the front lamp 
from

 its bracket




•
 


‹figurative›

 federal strings need to be detached to restore parental authority.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be easily removable




•
 
the screen 
detaches from

 the keyboard.










3.
 
(
detach oneself from

 )
 — leave or separate oneself from (a group or place)




•
 
a figure in brown detached itself from the shadows.










4.
 
(
detach oneself from

 )
 — avoid or put an end to any connection or association with




•
 
the newspaper detached itself from the political parties.










5.
 
(usu. 
be detached

 )
 — 

[Military]

 send (a group of soldiers or ships) on a separate mission




•
 
our crew was detached to Puerto Rico for the exercise.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘discharge a gun’): from French 
détacher

 , earlier 
destacher

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
attacher

 ‘attach.’





detachable

 
/dəˈtaCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be removed or separated from something




•
 
a shirt with a detachable collar




•
 
the detachable handles click on and off.














II.
 
derivatives





detachability

 
/dəˌtaCHəˈbilədē /






noun





















detached

 
/dəˈtaCHt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
separate or disconnected, in particular




2.
 
(of a house or other building) not joined to another on either side




•
 
a four-bedroom detached house.










3.
 
aloof and objective




•
 
he managed to remain 
detached from

 petty politics.














II.
 
derivatives





detachedly

 
/dəˈtaCH(ə)dlē /






adverb





















detached retina

 
/dəˈtaCHt dēˈtaCHt ˈretnə/






noun




a retina that has become separated from the underlying choroid tissue at the back of the eye, causing loss of vision in the affected area.













detachment

 
/dəˈtaCHmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being objective or aloof




•
 
he felt a sense of detachment from what was going on.










2.
 


[Military]

 a group of troops, aircraft, or ships sent away on a separate mission




•
 
a detachment of Marines




•
 
the battalion went 
on detachment

 to Florida.










3.
 
a party of people similarly separated from a larger group




•
 
a truck containing a detachment of villagers.










4.
 
the action or process of detaching; separation




•
 
structural problems resulted in cracking and detachment of the wall.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
détachement

 , from 
détacher

 ‘to detach’ (see detach
 ).





detail

 
/dəˈtāl ˈdētāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual feature, fact, or item




•
 
we shall consider every detail of the bill




•
 
her meticulous 
attention to detail

 .










2.
 
a minor or less significant item or feature




•
 
he didn't want them to get sidetracked on a detail of policy.










3.
 
a minor decorative feature of a building or work of art




•
 
a detail on Charlemagne's tomb.










4.
 
the style or treatment of minor decorative features




•
 
the classical French detail of the building's facade.










5.
 
a small part of a picture or other work of art reproduced separately for close study




•
 
detail of right eye showing marks on the lids.










6.
 
(
details

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 itemized facts or information about someone; personal particulars




•
 
the official asked for my father's details.










7.
 
a small detachment of troops or police officers given a special duty




•
 
the candidate's security detail.










8.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a special duty assigned to a detachment of troops or police officers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe item by item; give the full particulars of




•
 
the report details the environmental and health costs of the car.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — assign (someone) to undertake a particular task




•
 
the ships were detailed to keep watch.










3.
 


(US)

 clean (a motor vehicle) intensively and minutely




•
 
the Buick dealer gave him a job washing and detailing cars.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go into detail






give a full account of something.









2.
 
in detail






as regards every feature or aspect; fully




•
 
we will have to examine the proposals in detail.


















IV.
 
derivatives





detailer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘minor items or events regarded collectively’): from French 
détail

 (noun), 
détailler

 (verb), from 
dé-

 (expressing separation) + 
tailler

 ‘to cut’ (based on Latin 
talea

 ‘twig, cutting’).





detailed

 
/dəˈtāld ˈdēˌtāld/






adjective



1.
 
having many details or facts; showing attention to detail




•
 
more detailed information was needed.










2.
 
(of a work of art) executed with many minor decorative features




•
 
an exquisitely detailed carving.



















detailing

 
/ˈdētāliNG, dəˈtāliNG/






noun




small, decorative features on a building, garment, or work of art.














detain

 
/dəˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep (someone) in official custody, typically for questioning about a crime or in politically sensitive situations




•
 
she was detained without trial for two years.










2.
 
keep (someone) from proceeding; hold back




•
 
she made to open the door, but he detained her.














II.
 
derivatives





detainment

 
/dəˈtānmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be afflicted with sickness or infirmity’): from Old French 
detenir

 , from a variant of Latin 
detinere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away, aside’ + 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’





detainee

 
/dēˌtāˈnē diˌtāˈnē/






noun




a person held in custody, especially for political reasons.













detainer

 
/dəˈtānər dēˈtānər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the action of detaining or withholding property.




2.
 
the detention of a person in custody.




3.
 
an order authorizing the continued detention of a person in custody.




4.
 


[chiefly Law]

 a person who detains someone or something.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
detener

 ‘detain’ (used as a noun), variant of Old French 
detenir

 (see detain
 ).





detangle

 
/dēˈtaNGɡəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove tangles from (hair).














detect

 
/dəˈtekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discover or identify the presence or existence of




•
 
cancer may soon be detected in its earliest stages.










2.
 
discover or investigate (a crime or its perpetrators)




•
 
the public can help the police to detect crime.










3.
 
discern (something intangible or barely perceptible)




•
 
Paul detected a faint note of weariness in his father's voice.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
detect-

 ‘uncovered,’ from the verb 
detegere

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’ The original senses were ‘uncover, expose’ and ‘give someone away,’ later ‘expose the real or hidden nature of something or someone’; hence the current senses (partly influenced by detective
 ).





detectable

 
/dəˈtektəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be discovered or identified




•
 
an easily detectable and treatable disorder




•
 
the virus is not yet detectable in the blood.










2.
 
able to be perceived or noticed; discernible




•
 
there is a detectable note of bitterness when he talks of his father




•
 
Yvette responded finally, her French accent barely detectable.














II.
 
derivatives





detectably

 
/dəˈtektəblē /






adverb





















detection

 
/dəˈtekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of identifying the presence of something concealed




•
 
the early detection of fetal abnormalities.










2.
 
the work of a detective in investigating a crime


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the detection rate for murder is over 90 percent.










3.
 
another term for demodulation
 (see demodulate
 ).











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘revelation of what is concealed’): from late Latin 
detectio(n-)

 , from Latin 
detegere

 ‘uncover’ (see detect
 ).






detective

 
/dəˈtektiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, especially a police officer, whose occupation is to investigate and solve crimes.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a particular rank of police officer




•
 
Detective Sergeant Fox.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — concerning crime and its investigation




•
 
detective work.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from detect
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
elect

 , 
elective

 . The noun was originally short for 
detective policeman

 , from an adjectival use of the word in the sense ‘serving to detect.’





detective story

 
detective novel






noun




a story whose plot revolves around the investigation and solving of a crime.













detector

 
/dəˈtektər/






noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a device or instrument designed to detect the presence of a particular object or substance and to emit a signal in response




•
 
methane detectors.










2.
 
another term for demodulator
 (see demodulate
 ).













detent

 
/dəˈtent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a catch in a machine that prevents motion until released.




2.
 
(in a clock) a catch that regulates striking.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a catch in clocks and watches): from French 
détente

 , from Old French 
destente

 , from 
destendre

 ‘slacken,’ from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
tendere

 ‘to stretch.’





detente

 
/dāˈtänt /

 
détente





I.
 
noun




the easing of hostility or strained relations, especially between countries




•
 
a serious effort at detente with the eastern bloc.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
détente

 , literally ‘loosening, relaxation.’





detention

 
/dəˈten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of detaining someone or the state of being detained in official custody, especially as a political prisoner




•
 
one of the effects of police detention is isolation from friends and family.










2.
 
the punishment of being kept in school after hours




•
 
he has made students fear after-school detention




•
 
arbitrary after-school detentions.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘withholding of what is claimed or due’): from late Latin 
detentio(n-)

 , from Latin 
detinere

 ‘hold back’ (see detain
 ).





detention center

 
/dəˈten(t)SHən dēˈten(t)SHən ˈsen(t)ər/






noun




an institution where people are held in detention for short periods, in particular illegal immigrants, refugees, people awaiting trial or sentence, or youthful offenders.














deter

 
/dəˈtər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discourage (someone) from doing something, typically by instilling doubt or fear of the consequences




•
 
only a health problem would 
deter

 him 
from

 seeking re-election.










2.
 
prevent the occurrence of




•
 
strategists think not only about how to deter war, but about how war might occur.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
deterrere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
terrere

 ‘frighten.’





deterge

 
/dəˈtərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 cleanse thoroughly.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
déterger

 or Latin 
detergere

 ‘wipe away.’





detergent

 
/dəˈtərjənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a water-soluble cleansing agent that combines with impurities and dirt to make them more soluble and differs from soap in not forming a scum with the salts in hard water.




2.
 
any additive with an action similar to a detergent, e.g., an oil-soluble substance that holds dirt in suspension in lubricating oil.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to detergent compounds or their action




•
 
staining that resists detergent action.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
detergence






noun













2.
 
detergency






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
detergent-

 ‘wiping away,’ from the verb 
detergere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
tergere

 ‘to wipe.’





deteriorate

 
/dəˈtirēəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become progressively worse




•
 
relations between the countries had deteriorated sharply




•
 (as 
adj.

 
deteriorating

 )
 
deteriorating economic conditions.














II.
 
derivatives





deteriorative

 
/-ˌrātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (used transitively in the sense ‘make worse’): from late Latin 
deteriorat-

 ‘worsened,’ from the verb 
deteriorare

 , from Latin 
deterior

 ‘worse.’





deterioration

 
/dəˌtirēəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of becoming progressively worse




•
 
a deterioration in the condition of the patient.




















determinable

 
/dəˈtərmənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be firmly decided or definitely ascertained




•
 
a readily determinable market value.










2.
 


[Law]

 capable of being brought to an end under given conditions; terminable.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
determinabilis

 ‘finite,’ from the verb 
determinare

 (see determine
 ).





determinant

 
/dəˈtərmənənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a factor that decisively affects the nature or outcome of something




•
 
pure force of will was the main determinant of his success.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a gene or other factor that determines the character and development of a cell or group of cells in an organism, a set of which forms an individual's idiotype.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity obtained by the addition of products of the elements of a square matrix according to a given rule.








II.
 
adjective




serving to determine or decide something.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
determinant-

 ‘determining,’ from the verb 
determinare

 (see determine
 ).






determinate

 
/dəˈtərmənət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having exact and discernible limits or form




•
 
the phrase has lost any determinate meaning.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flowering shoot) having the main axis ending in a flower bud and therefore no longer extending in length, as in a cyme.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
determinacy

 
/-minəsē /






noun













2.
 
determinately






adverb













3.
 
determinateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
determinatus

 ‘limited, determined,’ past participle of 
determinare

 (see determine
 ).






determination

 
/dəˌtərməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
firmness of purpose; resoluteness




•
 
he advanced with an unflinching determination.










2.
 
the process of establishing something exactly, typically by calculation or research




•
 
determination of molecular structures.










3.
 


[Law]

 the settlement of a dispute by the authoritative decision of a judge or arbitrator.




4.
 


[Law]

 a judicial decision or sentence.




5.
 
the controlling or deciding of something's nature or outcome




•
 
genetic sex determination.










6.
 


[Law]

 the cessation of an estate or interest.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 a tendency to move in a fixed direction.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘settlement of a controversy by a judge or by reasoning’ and ‘authoritative opinion’): via Old French from Latin 
determinatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
determinare

 (see determine
 ).





determinative

 
/dəˈtərməˌnādiv dəˈtərmənədiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 serving to define, qualify, or direct




•
 
the employer's view is not determinative of the issue.














II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 another term for determiner
 .














determine

 
/dəˈtərmən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to occur in a particular way; be the decisive factor in




•
 
it will be her mental attitude that determines her future.










2.
 
ascertain or establish exactly, typically as a result of research or calculation




•
 
officials are working with state police to determine the cause of a deadly bus crash




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the point of our study was to 
determine what

 is true, not what is practicable.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 specify the value, position, or form of (a mathematical or geometric object) uniquely.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — firmly decide




•
 
he 
determined on

 a withdrawal of his forces




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she determined to tackle Stephen the next day.










5.
 


[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 bring or come to an end.








II.
 
derivatives





determining

 
/diˈtərminiNG /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
determiner

 , from Latin 
determinare

 ‘limit, fix,’ from 
de-

 ‘completely’ + 
terminare

 ‘terminate.’





determined

 
/dəˈtərmənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having made a firm decision and being resolved not to change it


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
Alice was determined to be heard.










2.
 
processing or displaying resolve




•
 
Helen was a determined little girl




•
 
a determined effort to reduce inflation.














II.
 
derivatives





determinedness






noun





















determinedly

 
/dəˈtərməndlē/






adverb




in a manner displaying resolve and determination




•
 
he marched determinedly into the house




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he is determinedly upbeat about the situation.




















determiner

 
/dəˈtərmənər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that determines or decides something.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a modifying word that determines the kind of reference a noun or noun group has, for example 
a

 , 
the

 , 
every

 .

See also definite article
 , indefinite article
 .














determinism

 
/dəˈtərməˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that all events, including human action, are ultimately determined by causes external to the will. Some philosophers have taken determinism to imply that individual human beings have no free will and cannot be held morally responsible for their actions.








II.
 
derivatives





determinist

 
/dəˈtərminəst /






noun, adjective





















deterministic

 
/dəˌtərməˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the philosophical doctrine that all events, including human action, are ultimately determined by causes regarded as external to the will




•
 
a deterministic theory.














II.
 
derivatives





deterministically

 
/dəˌtərməˈnistəklē /






adverb





















deterrence

 
/dəˈtərəns/






noun




the action of discouraging an action or event through instilling doubt or fear of the consequences




•
 
nuclear missiles remain the main 
deterrence against

 possible aggression




•
 
they contend that a death penalty is necessary as a form of deterrence.



















deterrent

 
/dəˈtərənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that discourages or is intended to discourage someone from doing something.




2.
 
a nuclear weapon or weapons system regarded as deterring an enemy from attack.








II.
 
adjective




able or intended to deter




•
 
the deterrent effect of heavy prison sentences.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
deterrent-

 ‘deterring,’ from the verb 
deterrere

 (see deter
 ).





deterritorialization

 
/dēˌteriˌtôrēələˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the severance of social, political, or cultural practices from their native places and populations.








II.
 
derivatives





deterritorialize






verb






















detest

 
/dəˈtest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dislike intensely




•
 
of all birds the carrion crow is the most detested by gamekeepers.














II.
 
derivatives





detester






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
detestari

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
testari

 ‘witness, call upon to witness’ (from 
testis

 ‘a witness’).





detestable

 
/dəˈtestəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




deserving intense dislike




•
 
I found the film's violence detestable.














II.
 
derivatives





detestably

 
/dəˈtestəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
detestabilis

 , from the verb 
detestari

 (see detest
 ).





detestation

 
/ˌdēteˈstāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intense dislike




•
 
Wordsworth's detestation of aristocracy.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a detested person or thing




•
 
he is the detestation of the neighborhood.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
detestatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
detestari

 (see detest
 ).






dethrone

 
/dēˈTHrōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (a ruler, especially a monarch) from power.




2.
 
remove from a position of authority or dominance




•
 
he dethroned the defending titleholder.














II.
 
derivatives





dethronement

 
/dəˈTHrōnmənt /






noun





















detinue

 
/ˈdetənyo͞o/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a legal claim to recover wrongfully detained goods or possessions.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
detenue

 , past participle (used as a noun) of 
detenir

 ‘detain.’






detonate

 
/ˈdetnˌāt/





I.
 
verb




explode or cause to explode


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
two other bombs failed to detonate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a trigger that can detonate nuclear weapons.














II.
 
derivatives





detonative

 
/-ˌātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
detonat-

 ‘thundered down or forth,’ from the verb 
detonare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
tonare

 ‘to thunder.’






detonation

 
/ˌdetnˈāSH(ə)n ˌdedəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of causing a bomb or explosive device to explode.




2.
 
a loud explosion




•
 
a series of deafening detonations was heard.










3.
 


‹technical›

 combustion of a substance that is initiated suddenly and propagates extremely rapidly, giving rise to a shock wave.

Compare with deflagration
 .




4.
 
the premature combustion of fuel in an internal combustion engine, causing knocking.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
détonation

 , from the verb 
détoner

 , from Latin 
detonare

 ‘thunder down’ (see detonate
 ).





detonator

 
/ˈdetnˌādər/






noun



1.
 
a device or a small, sensitive charge used to detonate an explosive.




2.
 
another term for torpedo
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













detorsion

 
/dēˈtôrSHən/






noun






[Zoology]

 (in gastropod mollusks) the evolutionary reversion of a group to a primitive linear body plan.

Compare with torsion
 .













detour

 
/ˈdēto͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long or roundabout route taken to avoid something or to visit somewhere along the way




•
 
he had 
made a detour to

 a cafe.










2.
 
an alternative route for use by traffic when the usual road is temporarily closed.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 take a long or roundabout route




•
 
he detoured around the walls.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 avoid or bypass (something) by taking a roundabout route




•
 
I would detour the endless stream of motor homes.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun): from French 
détour

 ‘change of direction,’ from 
détourner

 ‘turn away.’





detox

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdētäks /



1.
 
a process or period of time in which one abstains from or rids the body of toxic or unhealthy substances; detoxification




•
 
he ended up 
in detox

 for three months.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a detox program.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/dēˈtäks /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
abstain from or rid the body of toxic or unhealthy substances




•
 
he checked into a hospital to detox.




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
both my mind and my body were detoxed.



















detoxicate

 
/dēˈtäksəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb




another term for detoxify
 .








II.
 
derivatives





detoxication

 
/dəˌtäksəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + Latin 
toxicum

 ‘poison,’ on the pattern of 
intoxicate

 .





detoxification

 
/dēˌtäksəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of removing toxic substances or qualities.




2.
 
medical treatment of an alcoholic or drug addict involving abstention from drink or drugs until the bloodstream is free of toxins.














detoxify

 
/dēˈtäksəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove toxic substances or qualities from




•
 
the process uses chemical reagents to detoxify the oil.










2.
 
(usu. 
be detoxified

 )
 — treat (an alcoholic or drug addict) to remove the effects of drink or drugs in order to help them overcome addiction




•
 
he was twice detoxified from heroin.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — abstain from drink and drugs until the bloodstream is free of toxins in order to overcome alcoholism or drug addiction.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become free of poisonous substances or qualities




•
 
you can help your body detoxify by cutting down on coffee.














II.
 
derivatives





detoxifier






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from de-
 (expressing removal) + Latin 
toxicum

 ‘poison’ + -fy
 .





detract

 
/dəˈtrakt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
detract from

 )
 — reduce or take away the worth or value of




•
 
these quibbles in no way detract from her achievement.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deny or take away (a quality or achievement) so as to make its subject seem less impressive




•
 
it detracts not one iota from the credit due to them.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
detract someone/something from

 )
 — divert or distract (someone or something) away from




•
 
the complaint was timed to detract attention from the ethics issue.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
detraction

 
/dəˈtrakSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
detractive

 
/dəˈtraktiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
detract-

 ‘drawn away,’ from the verb 
detrahere

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
trahere

 ‘draw.’





detractor

 
/dəˈtraktər/






noun




a person who disparages someone or something.













detrain

 
/dēˈtrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave a train.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause or assist to leave a train




•
 
passengers were detrained because the train was on fire.














II.
 
derivatives





detrainment






noun





















detribalize

 
/dēˈtrībəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
detribalized

 )


1.
 
remove (someone) from a traditional tribal social structure




•
 
the 250,000 Australian Aborigines include many detribalized urban people.










2.
 
remove a traditional tribal social structure from (a culture).








II.
 
derivatives





detribalization

 
/-ˌtrībələˈzāSHən /






noun





















detriment

 
/ˈdetrəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being harmed or damaged




•
 
he is engrossed in his work 
to the detriment of

 his married life.










2.
 
a cause of harm or damage




•
 
such tests are 
a detriment to

 good education.

















– origin

 late Middle English in the sense ‘loss sustained by damage’: from Old French, from Latin 
detrimentum

 , from 
detri-

 , stem of 
deterere

 ‘wear away.’





detrimental

 
/ˌdetrəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




tending to cause harm




•
 
releasing the documents would be 
detrimental to

 national security




•
 
moving her could have a 
detrimental effect on

 her health.














II.
 
derivatives





detrimentally

 
/ˌdetrəˈmen(t)lē /






adverb





















detrition

 
/dəˈtriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the action of wearing away by friction.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
detritio(n-)

 , from 
detri-

 , stem of 
deterere

 ‘wear away.’





detritivore

 
/dəˈtridəˌvôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal that feeds on dead organic material, especially plant detritus.








II.
 
derivatives





detritivorous

 
/ˌdetrəˈtivərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from detritus
 + 
-vore

 ‘eating’ (see -vorous
 ).






detritus

 
/dəˈtrīdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
waste or debris of any kind




•
 
streets filled with rubble and detritus.










2.
 
gravel, sand, silt, or other material produced by erosion.




3.
 
organic matter produced by the decomposition of organisms.








II.
 
derivatives





detrital

 
/dəˈtrīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘detrition’): from French 
détritus

 , from Latin 
detritus

 , from 
deterere

 ‘wear away.’






Detroit

 
/dəˈtroit/






a major industrial city and Great Lakes shipping center in southeastern Michigan; pop. 912,062 (est. 2008). It is the center of the US automobile industry. In the 1960s, it was also an important center for rock and soul music.









de trop

 
/də ˈtrō/





I.
 
adjective




not wanted; unwelcome




•
 
she had no grasp of the conversation and felt herself de trop.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘excessive.’





de Troyes, Chrétien

 
/də ˈtrwä/






see Chrétien de Troyes
 .









detrusor

 
/dəˈtro͞ozər /

 
detrusor muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a muscle that forms a layer of the wall of the bladder.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
detrus-

 ‘thrust down,’ from the verb 
detrudere

 .





detumescence

 
/ˌdēt(y)o͞oˈmesəns/





I.
 
noun




the process of subsiding from a state of tension, swelling, or (especially) sexual arousal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
detumesce

 
/-ˈmes /






verb













2.
 
detumescent






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
detumescere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down, away’ + 
tumescere

 ‘to swell.’





detune

 
/dəˈt(y)o͞on dēˈt(y)o͞on/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a musical instrument) to become out of tune.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
detuned

 )
 — reduce the performance or efficiency of (a motor vehicle or engine) by adjustment.




3.
 
change the frequency of (an oscillatory system such as a laser) away from a state of resonance.













Deucalion

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈkālēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Prometheus. With his wife Pyrrha he survived a flood sent by Zeus to punish human wickedness; they were then instructed to throw stones over their shoulders, and these turned into humans to repopulate the world.










deuce1


 
/d(y)o͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a thing representing, or represented by, the number two, in particular




2.
 
the two on dice or playing cards.




3.
 
a throw of two at dice.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a two-dollar bill.




5.
 


[Tennis]

 the tie score of 40-all in a game, at which a player needs two consecutive points to win the game.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
deus

 ‘two,’ from Latin 
duos

 .





deuce2


 
/d(y)o͞os/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the deuce

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “devil” in expressions of annoyance, impatience, or surprise or for emphasis




•
 


how the deuce

 are we to make a profit?




•
 


what the deuce

 are you trying to do?














II.
 
phrases





a (or the) deuce of a ——






used to emphasize how bad, difficult, or serious something is.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Low German 
duus

 , probably of the same origin as deuce
 1
 (two aces at dice being the worst throw).





deuced

 
/d(y)o͞ost ˈd(y)o͞osəd /

 

‹informal, dated›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used for emphasis, especially to express disapproval or frustration




•
 
I know it's deuced awkward for you




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I'm so deuced fond of you.














II.
 
derivatives





deucedly






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
they're deucedly hard to find



























deus ex machina

 
/ˌdāəs ˌeks ˈmäkənə ˌdāəs ˌeks ˈmäakənə/





I.
 
noun




an unexpected power or event saving a seemingly hopeless situation, especially as a contrived plot device in a play or novel.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, translation of Greek 
theos ek mēkhanēs

 , ‘god from the machinery.’ In Greek theater, actors representing gods were suspended above the stage, the denouement of the play being brought about by their intervention.





Deut.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Deuteronomy.













deuteragonist

 
/ˌd(y)o͞odəˈraɡənəst/





I.
 
noun




the person second in importance to the protagonist in a drama.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
deuteragōnistēs

 , from 
deuteros

 ‘second’ + 
agōnistēs

 ‘actor.’





deuteranope

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odərəˌnōp/






noun




a person suffering from deuteranopia.













deuteranopia

 
/ˌd(y)o͞odərəˈnōpēə/





I.
 
noun




color-blindness resulting from insensitivity to green light, causing confusion of greens, reds, and yellows.

Compare with protanopia
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from deutero-
 ‘second’ (the color green being regarded as the second component of color vision) + an-
 1
 + -opia
 .





deuterated

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odəˌrādəd /

 
deuteriated





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) in which the ordinary isotope of hydrogen has been replaced with deuterium.








II.
 
derivatives





deuteration

 
/ˌd(y)o͞otəˈrāSHən /






noun





















deuteric

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈterik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting alteration of the minerals of an igneous rock during the later stages of consolidation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from deutero-
 ‘secondary’ + -ic
 .






deuterium

 
/ˌdyo͞oˈtirēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
D

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a stable isotope of hydrogen with a mass approximately twice that of the usual isotope.

Deuterium atoms have a neutron as well as a proton in the nucleus, and the isotope is present to about 1 part in 6,000 in naturally occurring hydrogen. It is used as a fuel in thermonuclear bombs, and heavy water (D2
 O) is used as a moderator in nuclear reactors.











– origin

 1930s: modern Latin, from Greek 
deuteros

 ‘second.’






deutero-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
second




•
 
Deutero-Isaiah.










2.
 
secondary




•
 
deuterocanonical.

















– origin

 from Greek 
deuteros

 ‘second.’





deuterocanonical

 
/ˌd(y)o͞odəˌrōkəˈnänik(ə)l/






adjective




(of sacred books or literary works) forming a secondary canon.














Deutero-Isaiah

 
/ˌdyo͞odərōīˈzāə/






the supposed later author of Isaiah 40–55.









deuteron

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odəˌrän/





I.
 
noun




the nucleus of a deuterium atom, consisting of a proton and a neutron.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
deuteros

 ‘second,’ on the pattern of 
proton

 .





Deuteronomy

 
/ˌd(y)o͞odəˈränəmē/






the fifth book of the Bible, containing a recapitulation of the Ten Commandments and much of the Mosaic law.










Deutschland

 
/ˈdoiCHˌlänt/






German name for Germany
 .










Deutschmark

 
/ˈdoiCHˌmärk /

 
Deutsche Mark





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Germany (until the introduction of the euro), equal to 100 pfennigs.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from German 
deutsche Mark

 ‘German mark.’





deutzia

 
/ˈd(y)o͞otsēə/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental shrub with white or pinkish flowers native to Asia and Central America.

[Genus 
Deutzia

 , family 
Hydrangeaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Johann van der 
Deutz

 , 18th-cent. Dutch patron of botany.






deva

 
/ˈdāvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a class of divine beings in the Vedic period, which in Indian religion are benevolent and in Zoroastrianism are evil.

Compare with asura
 .




2.
 


(Indian)

 (in general use) a god.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Sanskrit, literally ‘shining one,’ later ‘god.’





devadasi

 
/ˌdāvəˈdäsē/





I.
 
noun




a hereditary female dancer and courtesan in a Hindu temple.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
devadāsī

 , literally ‘female servant of a god.’






de Valera, Eamon

 
/ˌdevəˈlerə, ˌdā-/






(1882–1975), Irish statesman; born in the US, taoiseach (prime minister) 1937–48, 1951–54, and 1957–59 and president of the Republic of Ireland 1959–73. He was the leader of Sinn Fein 1917–26 and the founder of the Fianna Fáil Party in 1926. As president of the Irish Free State from 1932, de Valera was largely responsible for the new constitution of 1937 that created the state of Éire.









devalorize

 
/dēˈvaləˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 devalue.








II.
 
derivatives





devalorization

 
/-ˌvalərəˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
dévaloriser

 .





devaluation

 
/ˌdēˌvalyəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the reduction or underestimation of the worth or importance of something




•
 
the general devaluation of expertise in our culture




•
 
his philosophical views led to a devaluation of the individual.










2.
 


[Economics]

 the reduction in the official value of a currency in relation to other currencies




•
 
a financial crisis will result in severe devaluation of the country's currency




•
 
the pound has suffered a devaluation.



















devalue

 
/dēˈvalyo͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce or underestimate the worth or importance of




•
 
I resent the way people seem to devalue my achievement.










2.
 


[Economics]

 reduce the official value of (a currency) in relation to other currencies




•
 
the dinar was devalued by 20 percent.



















Devanagari

 
/ˌdāvəˈnäɡərē/





I.
 
noun




the alphabet used for Sanskrit, Hindi, and other Indian languages.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Sanskrit, literally ‘divine town script,’ from 
deva

 ‘god’ + 
nāgarī

 (from 
nagara

 ‘town’), an earlier name of the script.





devastate

 
/ˈdevəˌstāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy or ruin (something)




•
 
the city was devastated by a huge earthquake




•
 
bad weather has devastated the tourist industry.










2.
 
cause (someone) severe and overwhelming shock or grief




•
 
she was devastated by the loss of Damian.














II.
 
derivatives





devastator

 
/ˈdevəˌstādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
devastat-

 ‘laid waste,’ from the verb 
devastare

 , from 
de-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
vastare

 ‘lay waste.’





devastating

 
/ˈdevəˌstādiNG/






adjective



1.
 
highly destructive or damaging




•
 
a devastating cyclone struck Bangladesh.










2.
 
causing severe shock, distress, or grief




•
 
the news came as a devastating blow.










3.
 


‹informal›

 extremely impressive or effective




•
 
she had a devastating wit.



















devastatingly

 
/ˈdevəˌstādiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a highly destructive or damaging way




•
 
those countries were devastatingly affected by the tsunami.










2.
 
in a manner causing severe shock, distress, or grief




•
 
the council's figures devastatingly confirm my own shocking findings




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
devastatingly bad news.










3.
 
to an extremely impressive degree




•
 
no artist has more devastatingly exposed the folly of his fellow men




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a devastatingly attractive man.



















devastation

 
/ˌdevəˈstāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
great destruction or damage




•
 
the floods caused widespread devastation.










2.
 
severe and overwhelming shock or grief




•
 
she spoke of her devastation at his death.



















devein

 
/dēˈvān/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the main central vein from (a shrimp or prawn).














develop

 
/dəˈveləp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
grow or cause to grow and become more mature, advanced, or elaborate


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
motion pictures 
developed into

 mass entertainment




•
 (as 
adj.

 
developing

 )
 
this is a rapidly developing field




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
entrepreneurs develop their skills through trial and error.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
developing

 )
 — (of a poor agricultural country) become more economically and socially advanced




•
 
the developing world.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convert (land) to a new purpose by constructing buildings or making other use of its resources.




4.
 
construct or convert (a building) so as to improve existing resources.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — elaborate (a musical theme) by modification of the melody, harmony, or rhythm.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chess]

 bring (a piece) into play from its initial position on a player's back rank.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Geometry]

 convert (a curved surface) conceptually into a plane figure as if by unrolling.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 expand (a function, etc.) in the form of a series.




9.
 
start to exist, experience, or possess


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a strange closeness developed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I developed an interest in law




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
AIDS patients often develop a rare type of cancer.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat (a photographic film) with chemicals to make a visible image.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘unfold, unfurl’): from French 
développer

 , based on Latin 
dis-

 ‘un-’ + a second element of unknown origin found also in envelop
 .





developable

 
/dəˈveləpəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able to be developed, in particular




2.
 
(of land or property) able to be adapted or improved so as to become productive or profitable.




3.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a curved surface) capable of being flattened into a plane without overlap or separation, as with a cylinder.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a function or expression) capable of being expanded as a series.













developed

 
/dəˈveləpt/






adjective



1.
 
advanced or elaborated to a specified degree




•
 
a fully developed system of public law.










2.
 
(of a person or part of the body) having specified physical proportions




•
 
a strongman with well-developed muscles.










3.
 
(of a country or region) advanced economically and socially




•
 
economic assistance to the less-developed countries




•
 
the developed world.



















developer

 
/dəˈveləpər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that develops something




•
 
a property developer




•
 
software developers.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who grows or matures at a specified time or rate




•
 
I was a slow developer.










3.
 
a chemical agent used for treating photographic film to make a visible image.













developing country

 
/dəˈveləpiNG ˌkəntrē/






noun




a poor agricultural country that is seeking to become more advanced economically and socially.













development

 
/dəˈveləpmənt/






noun



1.
 
the process of developing or being developed




•
 
she traces the development of the novel




•
 
the development of less invasive treatment.










2.
 
a specified state of growth or advancement




•
 
the wings attain their full development several hours after birth.










3.
 
a new and refined product or idea




•
 
the latest developments in information technology.










4.
 
an event constituting a new stage in a changing situation




•
 
I don't think there have been any new developments since yesterday.










5.
 
the process of converting land to a new purpose by constructing buildings or making use of its resources




•
 
land suitable for development.










6.
 
an area of land with new buildings on it




•
 
a major housing development in Chicago.










7.
 


[Chess]

 the process of bringing one's pieces into play in the opening phase of a game.




8.
 
the process of starting to experience or suffer from an ailment or feeling




•
 
the development of brittle bones.










9.
 
the process of treating photographic film with chemicals to make a visible image.













developmental

 
/dəˌveləpˈmen(t)l/






adjective



1.
 
concerned with the development of someone or something




•
 
developmental problems




•
 
developmental psychology.










2.
 
concerned with the evolution of animals and plants




•
 
developmental biology.



















developmental delay






noun




the condition of a child being less developed mentally or physically than is normal for its age




•
 
mercury contributes to many known health problems, including neurological injury, developmental delay, and cerebral palsy.



















developmentally

 
/dəˌveləpˈmen(t)əlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to the development of someone or something




•
 
hunger is leaving millions of children developmentally delayed




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
culturally, developmentally, and economically, the places we come from are very different.



















development system






noun






[Computing]

 a system of software and hardware designed to assist in the development of new software or products.













développé

 
/dəˌveləˈpā/






noun






[Ballet]

 a movement in which one leg is raised to the knee of the supporting leg, then unfolded and kept in a fully extended position.













deverbal

 
/ˌdēˈvərb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a noun or adjective) derived from a verb.








II.
 
noun




a deverbal noun or adjective.














Devi

 
/ˈdāvē /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
the supreme goddess, often identified with Parvati and Shakti.




II.
 
(
devi

 )
 — 

(Indian)

 (in general use) a goddess.




III.
 


(Indian)

 used after the first name of a Hindu woman as a form of respect




•
 
Deval Devi.















deviance

 
/ˈdēvēəns/





I.
 
noun




the fact or state of departing from usual or accepted standards, especially in social or sexual behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





deviancy

 
/ˈdēvēənsē /






noun






















deviant

 
/ˈdēvēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
departing from usual or accepted standards, especially in social or sexual behavior




•
 
deviant behavior




•
 
a deviant ideology.










2.
 


‹offensive›

 homosexual.








II.
 
noun




a deviant person or thing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
deviant-

 ‘turning out of the way,’ from the verb 
deviare

 (see deviate
 ).






deviate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈdēvēˌāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
depart from an established course




•
 
you must not 
deviate from

 the agreed route.










2.
 
depart from usual or accepted standards




•
 
those who 
deviate from

 society's values.














II.
 
noun, adjective

 — 
/ˈdēvēət /



1.
 
old-fashioned term for deviant
 .








III.
 
derivatives





deviator

 
/ˈdēvēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘remote’): from late Latin 
deviat-

 ‘turned out of the way,’ from the verb 
deviare

 , from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
via

 ‘way.’ The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





deviation

 
/ˌdēvēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of departing from an established course or accepted standard




•
 


deviation from

 a norm




•
 
sexual deviation




•
 


deviations from

 standard English.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 the amount by which a single measurement differs from a fixed value such as the mean.




3.
 
the deflection of a vessel's compass needle caused by iron in the vessel, which varies with the vessel's heading.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deviationism

 
/ˌdēvēˈāSHəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
deviationist

 
/ˌdēvēˈāSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from medieval Latin 
deviatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
deviare

 (see deviate
 ).






device

 
/dəˈvīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing made or adapted for a particular purpose, especially a piece of mechanical or electronic equipment




•
 
a measuring device.










2.
 
a bomb or other explosive weapon




•
 
an incendiary device.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the design or look of something




•
 
works of strange device.










4.
 
a plan, scheme, or trick with a particular aim




•
 
writing a public letter is a traditional device for signaling dissent.










5.
 
a turn of phrase intended to produce a particular effect in speech or a literary work




•
 
a rhetorical device.










6.
 
a drawing or design




•
 
the decorative device on the invitations.










7.
 
an emblematic or heraldic design




•
 
their shields bear the device of the Blazing Sun.














II.
 
phrases





leave someone to their own devices






leave someone to do as they wish without supervision.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
devis

 , based on Latin 
divis-

 ‘divided,’ from the verb 
dividere

 . The original sense was ‘desire or intention,’ found now only in 
leave a person to his or her own devices

 (which has become associated with 
sense

 2).






devil

 
/ˈdevəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the Devil

 )
 — (in Christian and Jewish belief) the chief evil spirit; Satan.




2.
 
an evil spirit; a demon.




3.
 
a very wicked or cruel person




•
 
they prefer voting for devils rather than for decent men.










4.
 
a mischievously clever or self-willed person




•
 
the cunning old devil is up to something.










5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person with specified characteristics




•
 
the poor devil




•
 
a lucky devil.










6.
 
(
the devil

 )
 — fighting spirit; wildness




•
 
he was dangerous when the devil was in him.










7.
 
(
the devil

 )
 — a thing that is very difficult or awkward to do or deal with




•
 
it's going to be 
the very devil

 to disentangle.










8.
 
(
the devil

 )
 — expressing surprise or annoyance in various questions or exclamations




•
 
“Where the devil is he?”










9.
 
an instrument or machine, especially one fitted with sharp teeth or spikes, used for tearing or other destructive work.




10.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a junior assistant of a lawyer or other professional.

See also printer's devil
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 act as a junior assistant for a lawyer or other professional.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 harass or worry (someone)




•
 
he was deviled by a new-found fear.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
between the devil and the deep (blue) sea






caught in a dilemma.

[alluding to two equally dangerous alternatives.]









2.
 
devil a ——








‹archaic›

 not even one or any




•
 
the devil a man of you stirred himself over it.















3.
 
the devil can quote scripture for his purpose








‹proverb›

 people may conceal unworthy motives by reciting words that sound morally authoritative.

[with allusion to Jesus' Temptation in Matt. 4.]









4.
 
the devil finds work for idle hands to do








‹proverb›

 someone who doesn't have enough work to do is liable to cause or get into trouble.









5.
 
the devil looks after his own








‹proverb›

 success or good fortune often seem to come to those who least deserve it.









6.
 
a devil of a ——








‹informal›

 used to emphasize great size or degree




•
 
we are in a devil of a mess here.















7.
 
the devil is in the details






the details of a matter are its most problematic aspect.









8.
 
the devil's own ——








‹informal›

 used to emphasize the difficulty or seriousness of something




•
 
he was in the devil's own hurry.















9.
 
(the) devil take the hindmost








‹proverb›

 everyone should (or does) look after their own interests rather than considering those of others




•
 
full speed ahead and the devil take the hindmost.







[with allusion to a chase by the Devil, in which the slowest will be caught.]









10.
 
the devil to pay






serious trouble to be dealt with




•
 
there was the devil to pay when we got home.















11.
 
give the devil his due








‹proverb›

 acknowledge the good qualities of even a bad or undeserving person.









12.
 
go to the devil





a.
 
said in angry rejection or condemnation of someone.




b.
 
fall into moral depravity




•
 
he must go to the devil in his own way.















13.
 
like the devil






with great speed or energy




•
 
he drove like the devil.















14.
 
play the devil with






have a damaging or disruptive effect on




•
 
this brandy plays the devil with one's emotions!















15.
 
speak (or talk) of the devil






said when a person appears just after being mentioned.

[from the superstition that the devil will appear if his name is spoken.]















– origin

 Old English 
dēofol

 (related to Dutch 
duivel

 and German 
Teufel

 ), via late Latin from Greek 
diabolos

 ‘accuser, slanderer’ (used in the Septuagint to translate Hebrew 
śāṭān

 ‘Satan’), from 
diaballein

 ‘to slander,’ from 
dia

 ‘across’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





deviled

 
/ˈdevəld/






adjective




(of food) cooked with hot seasoning




•
 
deviled eggs.




















devilfish

 
/ˈdevəlˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of marine creatures that are perceived as having a sinister appearance, in particular a devil ray, a stonefish, or an octopus or squid.













devilish

 
/ˈdev(ə)liSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, like, or appropriate to a devil in evil and cruelty




•
 
devilish tortures.










2.
 
mischievous and rakish




•
 
a wide, devilish grin.










3.
 
very difficult to deal with or use




•
 
it turned out to be a devilish job.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 very; extremely




•
 
a devilish clever chap.














III.
 
derivatives





devilishness

 
/ˈdev(ə)liSHnəs /






noun





















devilishly

 
/ˈdevəliSHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a devilish manner.




2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 very; extremely




•
 
their music is devilishly difficult.



















devil-may-care

 
/ˌdevəlmāˈker/






adjective




cheerful and reckless




•
 
lighthearted, devil-may-care young pilots.



















devilment

 
/ˈdevəlmənt/






noun




reckless mischief; wild spirits




•
 
his eyes were blazing with devilment.



















devil ray






noun




a large, long-tailed ray that has a fleshy, hornlike projection on each side of the mouth. It occurs on or near the surface of warm seas and feeds on plankton.

[Family 
Mobulidae

 : two genera and several species, including the manta.]














devilry

 
/ˈdevəlrē/






noun



1.
 
wicked activity




•
 
some devilry was afoot.










2.
 
reckless mischief




•
 
a perverse sense of devilry urged her to lead him on.










3.
 
black magic; dealings with the devil.













devil's advocate

 
/ˈˌdevəlz ˈadvəkət/






noun



1.
 
a person who expresses a contentious opinion in order to provoke debate or test the strength of the opposing arguments




•
 
the interviewer will need to 
play devil's advocate

 to put the other side's case forward.










2.
 


‹historical›

 the popular title of the person appointed by the Roman Catholic Church to challenge a proposed beatification or canonization, or the verification of a miracle.













devil's bit

 
/ˈdevəlz ˌbit/






noun




a North American plant of the lily family bearing tightly packed spikes of white flowers.

[
Chamaelirium luteum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













devil's claw






noun




a plant whose seedpods bear clawlike hooks that can harm livestock.

[Two genera in the family 
Pedaliaceae

 : genus 
Proboscidea

 of warm regions of America, used in basketry or grown for their fruit, and 
Harpagophytum procumbens

 of southern Africa and Madagascar, used in herbal medicine.]













devil's club






noun




a very spiny, straggling shrub of western North America.

[
Oplopanax horridus

 , family 
Araliaceae

 .]













devil's darning needle






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for darner
 (
sense

 2).













devil's food cake

 
/devlsˈfo͞oːdkāk/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a rich chocolate cake.













devil's grip






noun




informal term for Bornholm disease
 .













Devil's Island






a rocky island off the coast of French Guiana that was used from 1852 as a penal settlement, especially for political prisoners. The last prisoner was released in 1953.










devil's paintbrush






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a deep orange European hawkweed, which has become naturalized in North America.

[
Hieracium aurantiacum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













Devil's Tower

 
/ˌdevəlz ˈtou(ə)r/






a rock column that is 865 feet (264 m) high in northeastern Wyoming, a national monument on the Belle Fourche River.









devil's walking stick






noun




See Hercules-club
 .













deviltry

 
/ˈdevəltrē/






noun




archaic variant of devilry
 .













devious

 
/ˈdēvēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing a skillful use of underhanded tactics to achieve goals




•
 
he's as devious as a politician needs to be




•
 
they have devious ways of making money.










2.
 
(of a route or journey) longer and less direct than the most straightforward way




•
 
they arrived at the town by a devious route.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
deviously

 
/ˈdēvēəslē ˈdēvyəslē /






adverb













2.
 
deviousness

 
/ˈdēvēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
devius

 (from 
de-

 ‘away from’ + 
via

 ‘way’) + -ous
 . The original sense was ‘remote or sequestered’; the later sense ‘departing from the direct route’ gave rise to the figurative sense ‘deviating from the straight way’ and hence ‘skilled in underhanded tactics.’





devise

 
/dəˈvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plan or invent (a complex procedure, system, or mechanism) by careful thought




•
 
a training program should be devised




•
 
a complicated game 
of his own devising

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 leave (real estate) to someone by the terms of a will.








II.
 
noun






[Law]

 a clause in a will leaving real estate to someone.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
devisable

 
/dəˈvīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
devisee

 
/dəˌvīˈzē /






noun





devise
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb)













3.
 
deviser

 
/dəˈvīzər dēˈvīzər /






noun













4.
 
devisor

 
/dəˈvīzər /






noun





devise
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Middle English: the verb from Old French 
deviser

 , from Latin 
divis-

 ‘divided,’ from the verb 
dividere

 (this sense being reflected in the original English sense of the verb); the noun is a variant of device
 (in the early sense ‘will, desire’).





devitalize

 
/dēˈvīdlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
devitalized

 )


1.
 
deprive of strength and vigor




•
 
an effective product to treat devitalized skin.














II.
 
derivatives





devitalization

 
/ˌdēˌvīdləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdēˌvīdlˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















devitrify

 
/dēˈvitrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of glass or vitreous rock) become hard, opaque, and crystalline.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make hard, opaque, and crystalline.








II.
 
derivatives





devitrification

 
/-ˌvitrəfiˈkāSHən /






noun





















devoice

 
/dēˈvois/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Phonetics]

 make (a vowel or voiced consonant) voiceless.













devoid

 
/dəˈvoid/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
devoid of

 )


1.
 
entirely lacking or free from




•
 
Lisa kept her voice devoid of emotion.

















– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of obsolete 
devoid

 ‘cast out,’ from Old French 
devoidier

 .






devoir

 
/dəˈvwär/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person's duty




•
 
you have 
done your devoir

 right well.














II.
 
phrases





pay one's devoirs








‹archaic›

 pay one's respects formally.




•
 
I paid my devoirs to both.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deveir

 , from Latin 
debere

 ‘owe.’ The spelling, and subsequently the pronunciation, was changed under the influence of modern French 
devoir

 .





devolution

 
/ˌdevəˈl(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transfer or delegation of power to a lower level, especially by central government to local or regional administration.




2.
 


‹formal›

 descent or degeneration to a lower or worse state




•
 
the 
devolution

 of the gentlemanly ideal 
into

 a glorification of drunkenness.










3.
 


[Law]

 the legal transfer of property from one owner to another.




4.
 


[Biology]

 evolutionary degeneration.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
devolutionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective













2.
 
devolutionist

 
/ˌdevəˈl(y)o͞oSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘transference by default’): from late Latin 
devolutio(n-)

 , from Latin 
devolvere

 ‘roll down’ (see devolve
 ).






devolve

 
/dəˈvälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer or delegate (power) to a lower level, especially from central government to local or regional administration




•
 
measures to 
devolve

 power 
to

 the provinces




•
 (as 
adj.

 
devolved

 )
 
devolved and decentralized government.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
devolve on/upon/to

 )
 — (of duties or responsibility) pass to (a body or person at a lower level)




•
 
his duties devolved on a comrade.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
devolve into

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 degenerate or be split into




•
 
the Empire devolved into separate warring states.














II.
 
derivatives





devolvement






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘roll down’): from Latin 
devolvere

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’






Devon1


 
/ˈdevən /

 
Devonshire






a county in southwestern England; county town, Exeter.









Devon2


 
/ˈdevən/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a breed of red beef cattle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the county of 
Devon

 (see Devon
 1
 ).





Devonian

 
/dəˈvōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Devon.




2.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the fourth period of the Paleozoic era, between the Silurian and Carboniferous periods.

The Devonian period lasted from about 409 million to 363 million years ago. During this period fish became abundant; the first amphibians evolved, and the first forests appeared.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Devon.




2.
 
(
the Devonian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Devonian period or the system of rocks deposited during it.













Devonshire cream

 
/ˌdevənSHər ˈkrēm/






noun




clotted cream.













devoré

 
/dəˈvôrā /

 
devore





I.
 
noun




a velvet fabric with a pattern formed by burning the pile away with acid


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a devoré top.

















– origin

 1990s: from French 
dévoré

 , lit. ‘devoured,’ past part. of 
dévorer

 .






devote

 
/dəˈvōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
devote something to

 )
 — give all or a large part of one's time or resources to (a person, activity, or cause)




•
 
I wanted to devote more time to my family




•
 
she 
devoted herself to

 fundraising.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 invoke or pronounce a curse upon.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dedicate formally, consecrate’): from Latin 
devot-

 ‘consecrated,’ from the verb 
devovere

 , from 
de-

 ‘formally’ + 
vovere

 ‘to vow.’





devoted

 
/dəˈvōdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very loving or loyal




•
 
he was a devoted husband




•
 
Leo was 
devoted to

 his job.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
devoted to

 )
 — given over to the display, study, or discussion of




•
 
there is a museum devoted to her work.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
devotedly

 
/dəˈvōdədlē /






adverb





devoted
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
devotedness






noun





devoted
 (
sense

 1)





















devotee

 
/ˌdevəˈtē ˌdevəˈtā/






noun



1.
 
a person who is very interested in and enthusiastic about someone or something




•
 
a devotee of classical music.










2.
 
a strong believer in a particular religion or god




•
 
devotees of Krishna




•
 
devotees thronged the temple.



















devotion

 
/dəˈvōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
love, loyalty, or enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause




•
 
Eleanor's 
devotion to

 her husband




•
 
his courage and 
devotion to duty

 never wavered.










2.
 
religious worship or observance




•
 
the order's aim was to live a life of devotion.










3.
 
(
devotions

 )
 — prayers or religious observances.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
devotio(n-)

 , from 
devovere

 ‘consecrate’ (see devote
 ).





devotional

 
/dəˈvōSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




of or used in religious worship




•
 
devotional books.



















devour

 
/dəˈvou(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat (food or prey) hungrily or quickly




•
 
he devoured half of his burger in one bite.










2.
 
(of fire, disease, or other forces) consume (someone or something) destructively




•
 
the hungry flames devoured the old house.










3.
 
read (something) quickly and eagerly




•
 
she spent her evenings devouring the classics.










4.
 
(
be devoured

 )
 — (of a person) be totally absorbed by an unpleasant feeling




•
 
she was devoured by need.














II.
 
derivatives





devourer

 
/dəˈvou(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
devorer

 , from Latin 
devorare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
vorare

 ‘to swallow.’





devout

 
/dəˈvout/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing deep religious feeling or commitment




•
 
she was a devout Catholic




•
 
a rabbi's devout prayers.










2.
 
totally committed to a cause or belief




•
 
the most devout environmentalist.














II.
 
derivatives





devoutness

 
/dəˈvoutnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
devot

 , from Latin 
devotus

 ‘devoted,’ past participle of 
devovere

 (see devote
 ).





devoutly

 
/dəˈvoutlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that shows deep religious feeling or commitment




•
 
they passed a man praying devoutly beside a roadside shrine.










2.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a totally committed and sincere way; earnestly




•
 
let us devoutly hope that Morris is correct




•
 
he devoutly believes that he is rescuing these children from savagery.



















de Vries, Hugo

 
/də ˈvrēz/






(1848–1935), Dutch plant physiologist and geneticist. He did much work on osmosis and water relations in plants, coining the term 
plasmolysis

 . His subsequent work on heredity contributed substantially to the chromosome theory of heredity.










dew

 
/d(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
tiny drops of water that form on cool surfaces at night, when atmospheric vapor condenses




•
 
the grass was wet with dew




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a cold, heavy dew dripped from the leaves.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a beaded or glistening liquid resembling dew




•
 
her body had broken out in a fine dew of perspiration.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wet (a part of someone's body) with a beaded or glistening liquid




•
 
sweat dewed her lashes.

















– origin

 Old English 
dēaw

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dauw

 and German 
Tau

 (noun), 
tauen

 (verb).





DEW






abbreviation




distant early warning.













dewar

 
/ˈd(y)o͞owər/





I.
 
noun




a double-walled flask of metal or silvered glass with a vacuum between the walls, used to hold liquids at well below ambient temperature.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Sir James 
Dewar

 (see Dewar, Sir James
 ).






Dewar, Sir James

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oər/






(1842–1923), Scottish chemist and physicist. He devised the vacuum flask, achieved temperatures close to absolute zero, and was the first to produce liquid oxygen and hydrogen in quantity.









dewater

 
/dēˈwätər, -ˈwô-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drain (a waterlogged or flooded area).




2.
 
remove water from (sediment or waste materials).













dewberry

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a trailing European bramble with soft prickles and edible fruit which has a dewy white bloom on the skin.

[
Rubus caesius

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any of a number of trailing brambles.




3.
 
the blue-black fruit of any of a number of trailing brambles.













dewclaw

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oklô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rudimentary inner toe present in some dogs.




2.
 
a false hoof on an animal such as a deer, which is formed by its rudimentary side toes.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently from the nouns dew
 and claw
 .





dewdrop

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oˌdräp/






noun




a drop of dew.













Dewey, George

 
/ˈd(y)o͞o-ē/






(1837–1917), US naval officer. Appointed commodore of the navy in 1896, he was the hero of the battle of Manila Bay in the Philippines in 1898 during the Spanish-American War.









Dewey, John






(1859–1952), US philosopher and educational theorist. He defined knowledge as successful practice and espoused the educational theory that children learn best by doing.










Dewey, Melvil






(1851–1931), US librarian. He devised a decimal system of classifying books that used ten main subject categories.









Dewey, Thomas Edmund






(1902–71), US lawyer and politician. He served as governor of New York 1943–55 and was the Republican presidential candidate in 1944 and 1948.









Dewey Decimal Classification

 
/dyo͞oːē ˈdesiml klasifikāSHn /

 
Dewey system





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an internationally applied decimal system of library classification that uses a three-figure code from 000 to 999 to represent the major branches of knowledge, and allows finer classification to be made by the addition of further figures after a decimal point.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Dewey, Melvil
 .





dewfall

 
/ˈd(y)o͞ofôl/






noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 the formation of dew, or the time of the evening when dew begins to form.




2.
 


‹literary›

 the film of dew covering an area.













Dewi

 
/ˈdewē/






Welsh name for St. David (see David, St.
 ).









dewlap

 
/ˈd(y)o͞olap/





I.
 
noun




a fold of loose skin hanging from the neck or throat of an animal, especially that present in many cattle.











– origin

 Middle English: from dew
 and lap
 1
 , perhaps influenced by a Scandinavian word (compare with Danish 
doglæp

 ).





deworm

 
/dēˈwərm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (an animal) to free it of worms.








II.
 
derivatives





dewormer






noun





















dew point

 
/ˈd(y)o͞o ˌpoint/






noun




the atmospheric temperature (varying according to pressure and humidity) below which water droplets begin to condense and dew can form.













dew worm

 
/ˈd(y)o͞o ˌwərm/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an earthworm, in particular one used as fishing bait.











– origin

 Old English 
deaw-wyrm

 ‘ringworm’; compare with East Frisian 
dauworm

 , denoting both ringworm and the earthworm.





dewy

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wet with dew.




2.
 
(of a person's skin) appearing soft and lustrous




•
 
your skin will begin to feel revitalized and dewy.










3.
 
youthful and fresh




•
 
the girls have yet to lose their dewy charm.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dewily

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dewiness

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dēawig

 (see dew
 , -y
 1
 ).





dewy-eyed

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oē ˌīd/






adjective




having eyes that are moist with tears (used typically to indicate that a person is nostalgic, naive, or sentimental)




•
 
she gets slightly dewy-eyed as she talks about her family.



















dex

 
/deks/






noun






‹informal›

 short for Dexedrine
 .













dexamethasone

 
/ˌdeksəˈmeTHəˌzōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug of the corticosteroid type, used especially as an anti-inflammatory agent.











– origin

 1950s: from 
dexa-

 (blend of deca-
 and hexa-
 ) + 
meth(yl)

 + 
-a-

 + 
(cortis)one

 .






Dexedrine

 
/ˈdeksədrən ˈdeksəˌdrēn/





I.
 
noun




trademark for amphetamine sulfate (see amphetamine
 ).











– origin

 1940s: probably from dextro-
 , on the pattern of 
Benzedrine

 .






dexter1


 
/ˈdekstər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
[Heraldry]

 of, on, or toward the right-hand side (in a coat of arms, from the bearer's point of view, i.e., the left as it is depicted).

The opposite of sinister
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘on the right.’





dexter2


 
/ˈdekstər/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a small, hardy breed of Irish cattle.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: said to have been named after the breeder.





dexterity

 
/dekˈsterədē/





I.
 
noun




skill in performing tasks, especially with the hands




•
 
her dexterity with chopsticks




•
 
his record testifies to a certain dexterity in politics.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘mental adroitness’): from French 
dextérité

 , from Latin 
dexteritas

 , from 
dexter

 ‘on the right.’





dexterous

 
/ˈdekst(ə)rəs /

 
dextrous





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
demonstrating neat skill, especially with the hands




•
 
dexterous accordion playing.










2.
 
mentally adroit; clever




•
 
power users are dexterous at using software, rather than creating it.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dexterously

 
/ˈdekst(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
dexterousness

 
/ˈdekst(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘mentally adroit, clever’): from Latin 
dexter

 ‘on the right’ + -ous
 .






dextral

 
/ˈdekstrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or on the right side or the right hand (the opposite of sinistral
 ), in particular




2.
 
right-handed.




3.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a strike-slip fault in which the motion of the block on the further side of the fault from an observer is toward the right.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a spiral mollusk shell) with whorls rising to the right and coiling in a counterclockwise direction.








II.
 
noun




a right-handed person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dextrality

 
/dekˈstralədē /






noun













2.
 
dextrally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
dextralis

 , from Latin 
dextra

 ‘the right hand,’ from 
dexter

 ‘on the right.’





dextran

 
/ˈdekˌstran, -strən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a carbohydrate gum formed by the fermentation of sugars and consisting of polymers of glucose.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 a solution containing a hydrolyzed form of this, used as a substitute for blood plasma.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dextro-
 + -an
 .





dextrin

 
/ˈdekstrən/





I.
 
noun




a soluble gummy substance obtained by hydrolysis of starch, used as a thickening agent and in adhesives and dietary supplements.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dextro-
 + -in
 1
 .






dextro-





I.
 
combining form




on or to the right




•
 
dextrorotatory.

















– origin

 from Latin 
dexter, dextr-

 ‘right.’






dextrorotatory

 
/ˌdekstrəˈrōdəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) having the property of rotating the plane of a polarized light ray to the right, i.e., clockwise facing the oncoming radiation.

The opposite of levorotatory
 .








II.
 
derivatives





dextrorotation

 
/-ˌrōˈtāSHən /






noun





















dextrose

 
/ˈdekstrōs ˈdekstrōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the dextrorotatory form of glucose (and the predominant naturally occurring form).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
dexter

 , 
dextr-

 ‘on the right’ + -ose
 2
 .





dexy

 
/ˈdeksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 Dexedrine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a tablet of Dexedrine.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





dezincification

 
/dēˌziNGkifiˈkāSHən/






noun




a form of corrosion and weakening of brass objects in which zinc is dissolved out of the brass alloy.













DF






abbreviation



1.
 
Defender of the Faith.

[from Latin 
Defensor Fidei

 .]




2.
 
direction finder.













DFC






abbreviation




Distinguished Flying Cross.













Dfl






abbreviation




Dutch florins.













DFM






abbreviation




(in the UK) Distinguished Flying Medal, a decoration awarded to RAF personnel for acts of courage or devotion to duty when not in action against an enemy, instituted in 1918.













DG






abbreviation



1.
 
Dei gratia, by the grace of God.




2.
 
Deo gratias, thanks be to God.




3.
 
(in the UK) director general.













DH1






I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Humanities.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 designated hitter.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a designated hitter.













DH2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's husband (used in electronic communication)




•
 
my DH would be glad to retire and spend his days fishing.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
darling husband

 or 
dear husband

 .





Dhahran

 
/däˈrän, ˌdähəˈrän/






an oil town in eastern Saudi Arabia that was an Allied forces port and military base during the Persian Gulf War; pop. 110,800 (est. 2009).









Dhaka

 
/ˈdäkə ˈdakə /

 
Dacca





I.
 
the capital of Bangladesh, in the central part of the country, on the Ganges delta; pop. 7,000,940 (2008).




II.
 
derivatives





Dhakai

 
/ˈdäkˌī, ˈdakˌī /






adjective





















dhamma

 
/ˈdämə/





I.
 
noun




another term for dharma
 , esp. among Theravada Buddhists.











– origin

 Pali, from Sanskrit 
dharma

 ‘decree or custom.’





Dhanbad

 
/ˈdänbäd/






a city in northeastern India, in Jharkand; pop. 241,800 (est. 2009).









dhansak

 
/ˈdənˌsäk/





I.
 
noun




an Indian dish of meat or vegetables cooked with lentils and cilantro




•
 
chicken dhansak.

















– origin

 Gujarati.






dharma

 
/ˈdärmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 the principle of cosmic order.




2.
 
virtue, righteousness, and duty, especially social and caste duty in accord with the cosmic order.




3.
 


[Buddhism]

 the teaching or religion of the Buddha.




4.
 
one of the fundamental elements of which the world is composed.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Sanskrit, literally ‘decree or custom.’





dharmashala

 
/ˌdärməˈSHälə /

 
dharmasala





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a building devoted to religious or charitable purposes, especially a rest house for travelers.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
dharmaśālā

 , from 
dharma

 ‘virtue’ + 
śālā

 ‘house.’





dharna

 
/ˈdärnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a mode of compelling payment or compliance, by sitting at the debtor's or offender's door without eating until the demand is complied with.




2.
 


(Indian)

 a peaceful demonstration.











– origin

 from Hindi 
dharnā

 ‘sitting in restraint, placing.’





Dharuk

 
/ˈdəˌro͝ok/






noun




an Aboriginal language of the area around Sydney, Australia, now extinct.













Dharwar

 
/därˈwär/






a city in southern India, twinned with Hubli, in Karnataka state, noted for manufacturing textiles; pop. 905,000 (2009).









Dhaulagiri

 
/ˌdouləˈɡirē/






a mountain massif in Nepal, in the Himalayas, that has six peaks and rises to 26,810 feet (8,172 m) at its highest point.









DHEA






abbreviation




dihydroepiandrosterone.













dhikr

 
/ˈT͟Hikər /

 
zikr






noun



1.
 


[Islam]

 a form of devotion, associated chiefly with Sufism, in which the worshiper is absorbed in the rhythmic repetition of the name of God or his attributes.




2.
 


[Islam]

 a Sufi ceremony in which dhikr is practiced.













dhobi

 
/ˈdōbē/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a washerman or washerwoman.











– origin

 from Hindi 
dhobī

 , from 
dhob

 ‘washing.’





dhobi itch






noun






‹informal›

 itching inflammation of the skin, especially in the groin region, suffered particularly in the tropics and typically caused by certain types of ringworm infection or by allergic dermatitis.













Dhofar

 
/dōˈfär/






the fertile southern province of Oman.










dhol

 
/dōl/





I.
 
noun




a large, barrel-shaped or cylindrical wooden drum, typically two-headed, used in South Asia.











– origin

 from Hindi 
ḍhol

 .





dholak

 
/ˈdōlək/





I.
 
noun




a dhol, especially a relatively small one.











– origin

 Hindi, from 
ḍhol

 (see dhol
 ) + the diminutive suffix 
-ak

 .





dhole

 
/dōl/





I.
 
noun




an Asian wild dog that has a sandy coat and a black, bushy tail and lives in packs.

[
Cuon alpinus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





dhoti

 
/ˈdōdē/





I.
 
noun




a garment worn by male Hindus, consisting of a piece of material tied around the waist and extending to cover most of the legs.











– origin

 Hindi 
dhotī

 .





dhow

 
/dou/





I.
 
noun




a lateen-rigged ship with one or two masts, used in the Indian Ocean.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Arabic 
dāwa

 , probably related to Marathi 
dāw

 .





DHT






abbreviation




dihydrotestosterone.













DHTML






abbreviation






[Computing]

 dynamic HTML, a collection of browser enhancements that enable dynamic and interactive features on web pages.













dhurrie

 
/ˈdərē /

 
durrie





I.
 
noun




a heavy cotton rug of Indian origin.











– origin

 from Hindi 
darī

 .





dhyana

 
/diˈyänə/





I.
 
noun




(in Hindu and Buddhist practice) profound meditation that is the penultimate stage of yoga.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
dhyāna

 .





DI






abbreviation




drill instructor.














di-1






I.
 
combining form



1.
 
twice; two-; double




•
 
dichromatic.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 containing two atoms, molecules, or groups of a specified kind




•
 
dioxide.

















– origin

 from Greek 
dis

 ‘twice.’





di-2






I.
 
prefix




variant spelling of dis-
 before 
l

 , 
m

 , 
n

 , 
r

 , 
s

 (followed by a consonant), and 
v

 ; also often before 
g

 , and sometimes before 
j

 .











– origin

 from Latin.






di-3







prefix




variant spelling of dia-
 before a vowel (as in 
dielectric

 ).













dia.






abbreviation




diameter.














dia-

 
di-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
through; across




•
 
diameter




•
 
diaphanous




•
 
diuretic.










2.
 
apart




•
 
diakinesis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
dia

 ‘through.’






diabase

 
/ˈdīəˌbās/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 another term for dolerite
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally denoting diorite): from French, formed irregularly as if from 
di-

 ‘two’ + 
base

 ‘base’ (thus ‘rock with two bases,’ referring to the base minerals of diorite), but associated later perhaps with Greek 
diabasis

 ‘transition.’





diabesity

 
/ˌdīəˈbēsədē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a form of diabetes that typically develops in later life and is associated with being obese.




•
 
regular exercise helps prevent diabesity.

















– origin

 1980s: blend of diabetes
 and obesity
 .






diabetes

 
/ˌdīəˈbēdēz ˌdīəˈbēdis /

 
diabetes mellitus





I.
 
noun




a disease in which the body’s ability to produce or respond to the hormone insulin is impaired, resulting in abnormal metabolism of carbohydrates and elevated levels of glucose in the blood and urine.

[There are two main types of diabetes. In 
Type 1 diabetes

 , the body lacks the cells which produce insulin in the pancreas. In 
Type 2 diabetes

 (which is more common, and often develops later in life) the cells of the body fail to respond to insulin normally and the pancreas does not produce enough insulin. See also diabetes insipidus
 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, literally ‘siphon,’ from 
diabainein

 ‘go through’; 
mellitus

 is from Latin 
mellitus

 ‘sweet.’






diabetes insipidus

 
/ˌdīəˌbēdēz inˈsipidəs/





I.
 
noun




a disease in which the secretion of or response to the pituitary hormone vasopressin is impaired, resulting in the production of very large quantities of dilute urine, often with dehydration and insatiable thirst.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from diabetes
 + Latin 
insipidus

 ‘insipid.’





diabetic

 
/ˌdīəˈbedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having diabetes.




2.
 
relating to or designed to relieve diabetes




•
 
a diabetic clinic




•
 
a diabetic diet.














II.
 
noun




a person suffering from diabetes.













diablerie

 
/dēˈäblərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
reckless mischief; charismatic wildness




•
 
the beauty and diablerie of the great actor.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 sorcery supposedly assisted by the devil.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
diable

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
diabolus

 ‘devil.’





diabolical

 
/ˌdīəˈbälək(ə)l /

 
diabolic





I.
 
adjective




belonging to or so evil as to recall the Devil




•
 
his diabolical cunning.














II.
 
derivatives





diabolically

 
/ˈˌdīəˈbälək(ə)lē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
I am going to get diabolically drunk



























diabolism

 
/dīˈabəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
worship of the Devil.




2.
 
devilish or atrociously wicked conduct.








II.
 
derivatives





diabolist






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
diabolus

 or Greek 
diabolos

 ‘devil’ + -ism
 .





diabolize

 
/dīˈabəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 represent as diabolical.













diabolo

 
/dēˈabəˌlō dīˈabəˌlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game in which a two-headed top is thrown up and caught with a string stretched between two sticks.




2.
 
the wooden top used in the game of diabolo.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Italian, from ecclesiastical Latin 
diabolus

 ‘devil’; the game was formerly called 
devil on two sticks

 .





diabulimia

 
/ˌdīəbo͝oˈlimēə, -ˈlē-/





I.
 
noun




the manipulation by diabetic patients of insulin treatments in order to lose weight.











– origin

 from diabetes
 + bulimia
 .






diacetylmorphine

 
/ˌdīəˌsēdlˈmôrfēn/






noun




technical term for heroin
 .














diachronic

 
/ˌdīəˈkränik/





I.
 
adjective




concerned with the way in which something, especially language, has developed and evolved through time.

Often contrasted with synchronic
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diachroneity

 
/-krəˈnāitē /






noun













2.
 
diachronically

 
/ˌdīəˈkränək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
diachronistic

 
/-ˌkrəˈnistik /






adjective













4.
 
diachrony

 
/dīˈakrənē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dia-
 ‘through’ + Greek 
khronos

 ‘time’ + -ic
 .





diachronism

 
/dīˈakrəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the occurrence of a feature or phenomenon in different geological periods.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diachronous

 
/-nəs /






adjective













2.
 
diachronously

 
/-nəslē /






adverb






















diaconal

 
/dīˈakənl dēˈakənl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a deacon, or to the role of a deacon.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
diaconalis

 , from 
diaconus

 (see deacon
 ).





diaconate

 
/dīˈakənət dēˈakənət dīˈakəˌnāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office of deacon, or a person's tenure in it.




2.
 
a body of deacons collectively.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
diaconatus

 , from 
diaconus

 (see deacon
 ).





diacritic

 
/ˌdīəˈkridik/





I.
 
noun




a sign, such as an accent or cedilla, which when written above or below a letter indicates a difference in pronunciation from the same letter when unmarked or differently marked.








II.
 
adjective




(of a mark or sign) indicating a difference in pronunciation.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
diakritikos

 , from 
diakrinein

 ‘distinguish,’ from 
dia-

 ‘through’ + 
krinein

 ‘to separate.’





diacritical

 
/ˌdīəˈkridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a mark or sign) serving to indicate different pronunciations of a letter above or below which it is written.








II.
 
derivatives





diacritically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















diadelphous

 
/ˌdīəˈdelfəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of stamens) united by their filaments so as to form two groups.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
adelphos

 ‘brother’ + -ous
 .





diadem

 
/ˈdīəˌdem/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a jeweled crown or headband worn as a symbol of sovereignty.




2.
 
(
the diadem

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 the authority or dignity symbolized by a diadem




•
 
the princely diadem.














II.
 
derivatives





diademed

 
/ˈdīəˌdemd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diademe

 , via Latin from Greek 
diadēma

 ‘the regal headband of the Persian kings,’ from 
diadein

 ‘bind around.’





diag.






abbreviation



1.
 
diagonal.




2.
 
diagram.













diagenesis

 
/ˌdīəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the physical and chemical changes occurring during the conversion of sediment to sedimentary rock.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diagenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective













2.
 
diagenetically

 
/-jəˈnetik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Diaghilev, Sergei

 
/dēˈäɡəˌlef/






(1872–1929), Russian ballet impresario; full name 
Sergei Pavlovich Diaghilev

 . In 1909, he formed the Ballets Russes, which he directed until his death.









diagnose

 
/ˌdīəɡˈnōs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
identify the nature of (an illness or other problem) by examination of the symptoms




•
 
doctors diagnosed a rare and fatal liver disease.










2.
 
(usu. 
be diagnosed

 )
 — identify the nature of the medical condition of (someone)




•
 
she was finally 
diagnosed as

 having epilepsy




•
 
20,000 men are 
diagnosed with

 skin cancer every year.














II.
 
derivatives





diagnosable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from diagnosis
 .






diagnosis

 
/ˌdīəɡˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the identification of the nature of an illness or other problem by examination of the symptoms




•
 
early diagnosis and treatment are essential




•
 
a diagnosis of Crohn's disease was made.










2.
 
the distinctive characterization in precise terms of a genus, species, or phenomenon.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
diagignōskein

 ‘distinguish, discern,’ from 
dia

 ‘apart’ + 
gignōskein

 ‘recognize, know.’





diagnostic

 
/ˌdīəɡˈnästik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with the diagnosis of illness or other problems




•
 
a diagnostic tool.










2.
 
(of a symptom) distinctive, and so indicating the nature of an illness




•
 
there are fifteen infections that are 
diagnostic of

 AIDS.










3.
 
characteristic of a particular species, genus, or phenomenon




•
 
the diagnostic character of having not one but two pairs of antennae.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive symptom or characteristic.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a program or routine that helps a user to identify errors.




3.
 
(
diagnostics

 )
 — the practice or techniques of diagnosis




•
 
advanced medical diagnostics.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diagnostically

 
/ˌdīəɡˈnästək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
diagnostician

 
/ˌdīəɡˌnäsˈtiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
diagnōstikos

 ‘able to distinguish,’ from 
diagignōskein

 ‘distinguish’; the noun from 
hē diagnōstikē tekhnē

 ‘the art of distinguishing (disease).’





diagonal

 
/dīˈaɡənl /

 
diag.





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a straight line) joining two opposite corners of a square, rectangle, or other straight-sided shape.




2.
 
(of a line) straight and at an angle; slanting




•
 
a tie with diagonal stripes.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a straight line joining two opposite corners of a square, rectangle, or other straight-sided shape.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the set of elements of a matrix that lie on a line joining two opposite corners.




3.
 
a slanting straight pattern or line




•
 
the bars of light made diagonals across the entrance




•
 
tiles can be laid 
on the diagonal

 .










4.
 


[Chess]

 a slanting row of squares whose color is the same.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
diagonalis

 , from Greek 
diagōnios

 ‘from angle to angle,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
gōnia

 ‘angle.’





diagonally

 
/ˌdīˈaɡənlē/






adverb




in a diagonal direction




•
 
now walk diagonally across the field toward a farmhouse.



















diagonal matrix






noun






[Mathematics]

 a matrix having nonzero elements only in the diagonal running from the upper left to the lower right.













diagram

 
/ˈdīəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simplified drawing showing the appearance, structure, or workings of something; a schematic representation




•
 
a diagram of the living room.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 a figure composed of lines that is used to illustrate a definition or statement or to aid in the proof of a proposition.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (something) in graphic form




•
 
the experiment is diagramed on page fourteen.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
diagramma

 , from Greek, from 
diagraphein

 ‘mark out by lines,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
graphein

 ‘write.’





diagrammatic

 
/ˌdīəɡrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or in the form of a diagram




•
 
a diagrammatic representation of the system.














II.
 
derivatives





diagrammatically

 
/ˌdīəɡrəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















diakinesis

 
/ˌdīəkəˈnēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the fifth and last stage of the prophase of meiosis, following diplotene, when the separation of homologous chromosomes is complete and crossing over has occurred.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from dia-
 ‘through, across’ + Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘motion.’





dial

 
/ˈdī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a face of a clock, watch, or sundial that is marked to show units of time.




2.
 
a face or flat plate with a scale and pointer for showing measurements of weight, volume, pressure, compass direction, etc.




3.
 
a disk with numbered holes on a telephone, enabling someone to make a call by inserting a finger in each of the holes corresponding to the number to be called and turning the disk.




4.
 
a plate or disk on a radio, stove, washing machine, or other piece of equipment that is tuned to select a wavelength or setting.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
call (a telephone number) by turning a disk with numbered holes or pressing a set of buttons




•
 
he dialed room service




•
 
it took only a moment to 
dial in

 the numbers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
company employees 
dial out from

 their office.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
dial something down





a.
 
adjust the control on an electrical device so as to reduce the level of sound, light, heat, etc., produced




•
 
after 15 minutes of frustration, someone on the stand took the hint and dialed down the music.










b.
 


‹informal›

 lessen the amount, intensity, or degree of a quality, factor, etc.




•
 
he's dialed down the rage that seems to permeate his other novels




•
 
having read this review I think I will dial down my expectations a little.















2.
 
dial in (or into)






access a computer system or service remotely via a telephone line




•
 
there's no need to dial in to see if you have mail




•
 
remote workers or traveling employees can dial into the data network.















3.
 
dial something in (or into)





a.
 
indicate or regulate by means of a dial




•
 
you're expected to dial in volume and tone settings.










b.
 
include or add




•
 
the car has a lot of understeer dialed into the suspension.















4.
 
dial up (or dial something up)






access a computer system or service remotely via a telephone line




•
 
dialing up each time we want to use the Internet will become a thing of the past




•
 
people do not have to pay for phone line calls every time they 
dial up to

 the internet




•
 
plans to enable customers to dial up videos from their living room.















5.
 
dial something up





a.
 
adjust the control on an electrical device so as to increase the level of sound, light, heat, etc., produced




•
 
even with everything dialed up to full, the audio output level was only moderate at best.










b.
 


‹informal›

 increase the amount, intensity, or degree of a quality, factor, etc.




•
 
the Raiders really dialed up the pressure in the second half.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a mariner's compass): from medieval Latin 
diale

 ‘clock dial,’ based on Latin 
dies

 ‘day.’





dial-a-






combining form




denoting a service available for booking by telephone




•
 
dial-a-ride.



















dial-around






adjective




used to describe a telephone service that requires callers to dial a special access code that enables them to bypass (or ‘dial around’) their chosen long-distance carrier in order to obtain a better rate.














dialect

 
/ˈdīəˌlekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular form of a language that is peculiar to a specific region or social group




•
 
this novel is written in the dialect of Trinidad.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a particular version of a programming language.








II.
 
derivatives





dialectal

 
/dīəˈlektəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the art of investigating the truth of opinions): from French 
dialecte

 , or via Latin from Greek 
dialektos

 ‘discourse, way of speaking,’ from 
dialegesthai

 ‘converse with’ (see dialogue
 ).





dialectic

 
/ˌdīəˈlektik /

 

‹Philosophy›






I.
 
noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the art of investigating or discussing the truth of opinions.





2.

a.
 
inquiry into metaphysical contradictions and their solutions.




b.
 
the existence or action of opposing social forces, concepts, etc.





The ancient Greeks used the term dialectic to refer to various methods of reasoning and discussion in order to discover the truth. More recently, Kant applied the term to the criticism of the contradictions that arise from supposing knowledge of objects beyond the limits of experience, e.g., the soul. Hegel applied the term to the process of thought by which apparent contradictions (which he termed thesis and antithesis) are seen to be part of a higher truth (synthesis).








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to dialectic or dialectics; dialectical.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dialectique

 or Latin 
dialectica

 , from Greek 
dialektikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of debate,’ from 
dialegesthai

 ‘converse with’ (see dialogue
 ).





dialectical

 
/ˌdīəˈlektək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the logical discussion of ideas and opinions




•
 
dialectical ingenuity.










2.
 
concerned with or acting through opposing forces




•
 
a dialectical opposition between social convention and individual libertarianism.














II.
 
derivatives





dialectically

 
/ˌdīəˈlektək(ə)lē /






adverb






















dialectical materialism

 
/ˌdīəˈlektəkəl məˈtirēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the Marxist theory (adopted as the official philosophy of the Soviet communists) that political and historical events result from the conflict of social forces and are interpretable as a series of contradictions and their solutions. The conflict is believed to be caused by material needs.








II.
 
derivatives





dialectical materialist






noun, adjective





















dialectician

 
/ˌdīlekˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun




a person skilled in philosophical debate.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
dialecticien

 , from Latin 
dialecticus

 , based on Greek 
dialegesthai

 ‘converse with.’





dialectology

 
/ˌdīəlekˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of linguistics concerned with the study of dialects.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dialectological

 
/-təˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
dialectologist

 
/ˌdīəlekˈtäləjəst /






noun





















dialer

 
/ˈdī(ə)lər/






noun




a device or piece of software for calling telephone numbers automatically




•
 
hackers can break in with speed dialers.



















dial-in

 
/ˈdī(ə)lin/






adjective




another term for dial-up
 .













dialog box

 
/ˈdīəlôɡ bäks/






noun






[Computing]

 a small area on screen, in which the user is prompted to provide information or select commands.













dialogic

 
/ˌdīəˈläjik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or in the form of dialogue.








II.
 
derivatives





dialogical






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
dialogikos

 , from 
dialogos

 (see dialogue
 ).





dialogism

 
/dīˈaləˌjizəm/





I.
 
noun




the use in a text of different tones or viewpoints, whose interaction or contradiction is important to the text's interpretation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
dialogismos

 , from Greek 
dialogizesthai

 ‘to converse,’ from 
dialogos

 ‘discourse’ (see dialogue
 ).






dialogue

 
/ˈdīəˌläɡ ˈdīəˌlôɡ /

 
dialog





I.
 
noun



1.
 
conversation between two or more people as a feature of a book, play, or movie




•
 
the book consisted of a series of dialogues




•
 
passages of dialogue.










2.
 
a discussion between two or more people or groups, especially one directed toward exploration of a particular subject or resolution of a problem




•
 
the U.S. would enter into a direct 
dialogue with

 Vietnam




•
 
interfaith dialogue.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 take part in a conversation or discussion to resolve a problem




•
 
he stated that he wasn't going to 
dialogue with

 the guerrillas.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 provide (a movie or play) with a dialogue.








III.
 
phrases





dialogue of the deaf






a discussion in which each party is unresponsive to what the other says.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dialoge

 , via Latin from Greek 
dialogos

 , from 
dialegesthai

 ‘converse with,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
legein

 ‘speak.’





dial tone

 
/ˈdī(ə)l ˌtōn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sound that a telephone produces indicating that a caller may start to dial.














dial-up

 
/ˈdī(ə)l əp/






adjective




(of a computer system or service) used remotely via a telephone line.














dialysis

 
/dīˈaləsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the separation of particles in a liquid on the basis of differences in their ability to pass through a membrane.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 the clinical purification of blood by dialysis, as a substitute for the normal function of the kidney.








II.
 
derivatives





dialytic

 
/ˌdīəˈlidik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
dialusis

 , from 
dialuein

 ‘split, separate,’ from 
dia

 ‘apart’ + 
luein

 ‘set free.’





dialyzate

 
/dīˈaləˌzāt /

 
dialysate





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a mixture that passes through the membrane in dialysis.




2.
 
the solution dialyzate forms with the fluid on the other side of the membrane in dialysis.




3.
 
the fluid used on the other side of the membrane during dialysis to remove impurities.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dialysis
 + -ate
 1
 ; the term originally denoted the part of the mixture that does 
not

 pass through the membrane.





dialyze

 
/ˈdīəˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 dialyse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
purify (a mixture) by means of dialysis.




2.
 
treat (a patient) by means of dialysis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dialysis
 , on the pattern of 
analyze

 .





diam.






abbreviation




diameter.













diamagnetic

 
/ˌdīəmaɡˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 (of a substance or body) tending to become magnetized in a direction at 180° to the applied magnetic field.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diamagnet

 
/ˈdīəˌmaɡnit /






noun













2.
 
diamagnetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
diamagnetism

 
/ˌdīəˈmaɡnəˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1846: coined by Faraday, from Greek 
dia

 ‘through, across’ + magnetic
 .





diamanté

 
/ˌdēəmänˈtā/





I.
 
adjective




decorated with artificial jewels




•
 
a diamanté brooch.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
artificial jewels.




2.
 
fabric or costume jewelry decorated with artificial jewels.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘set with diamonds,’ past participle of 
diamanter

 , from 
diamant

 ‘diamond.’





diamantiferous

 
/ˌdīəmənˈtifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a rock formation, region, etc.) producing or yielding diamonds.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
diamantifère

 , from 
diamant

 ‘diamond’ + 
-fère

 ‘producing.’





diamantine

 
/ˌdīəˈmanˌtīn, ˈdīəˌman-, -ˌtēn/





I.
 
adjective




made from or reminiscent of diamonds.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘hard as diamond’): from French 
diamantin

 , from 
diamant

 ‘diamond.’






diameter

 
/dīˈamədər /

 
diam.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a straight line passing from side to side through the center of a body or figure, especially a circle or sphere.




2.
 
the length of the diameter of a figure, especially a circle or sphere.




3.
 
a transverse measurement of something; width or thickness.




4.
 
a unit of linear measurement of magnifying power.








II.
 
derivatives





diametral

 
/dīˈamətrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
diametre

 , via Latin from Greek 
diametros (grammē

 ) ‘(line) measuring across,’ from 
dia

 ‘across’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’





diametrical

 
/ˌdīəˈmetrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
used to emphasize how completely different two or more things are




•
 
he's the diametrical opposite of Gabriel.










2.
 
of or along a diameter.








II.
 
derivatives





diametric

 
/ˌdīəˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Greek 
diametrikos

 (from 
diametros

 ‘measuring across’: see diameter
 ) + -al
 .





diametrically

 
/ˌdīəˈmetrək(ə)lē/






adverb




(with reference to opposition) completely; directly


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
two 
diametrically opposed

 viewpoints.



















diamine

 
/ˈdīəmēn dīˈamən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound whose molecule contains two amino groups, especially when not part of amide groups.













diamond

 
/ˈdī(ə)mənd/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
a precious stone consisting of a clear and typically colorless crystalline form of pure carbon, the hardest naturally occurring substance.




b.
 
a tool with a small diamond for cutting glass.





Diamonds occur in some igneous rock formations (kimberlite) and alluvial deposits. They are typically octahedral in shape but can be cut in many ways to enhance the internal reflection and refraction of light, producing jewels of sparkling brilliance. Diamonds are also used in cutting tools and abrasives.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a figure with four straight sides of equal length forming two opposite acute angles and two opposite obtuse angles; a rhombus




•
 
decorative diamond shapes.










3.
 
(
diamonds

 )
 — one of the four suits in a conventional deck of playing cards, denoted by a red diamond.




4.
 
a playing card of the suit of diamonds




•
 
she led a losing diamond.










5.
 
the area delimited by the four bases of a baseball field, forming a square shape.




6.
 
a baseball field.








II.
 
phrases





diamond in the rough








(N. Amer.)

 a person who is generally of good character but lacks manners, education, or style.












III.
 
derivatives





diamondiferous

 
/ˌdīmənˈdif(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diamant

 , from medieval Latin 
diamas

 , 
diamant-

 , variant of Latin 
adamans

 (see adamant
 ).





Diamond, Neil

 
/ˈdī(ə)mənd/






(1941–), US pop songwriter and singer. Among his many hits are “Cherry, Cherry” (1966), “Sweet Caroline” (1969) “You Don't Bring Me Flowers” (1978, a duet with Barbra Streisand), and “Hello Again” (1980).









diamondback

 
/ˈdī(ə)məndˌbak/






noun



1.
 
(also 
diamondback rattlesnake

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a large, common North American rattlesnake with diamond-shaped markings.

Also called diamond rattlesnake
 . [Genus 
Crotalus

 , family 
Viperidae

 : two species.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for terrapin
 (
sense

 1).













diamondback moth






noun




a small, grayish moth that displays a pattern of diamonds along its back when the wings are folded. The caterpillar can be a pest of brassicas and other cultivated vegetables.

[
Plutella xylostella

 , family 
Yponomeutidae

 .]













diamond-cut

 
/ˈdīməndˌkət/






adjective



1.
 
cut with facets like a diamond.




2.
 
cut into the shape of a diamond.













Diamond Head






a volcanic crater that overlooks the port of Honolulu on the Hawaiian island of Oahu.









diamond jubilee






noun




the sixtieth anniversary of a notable event, especially a sovereign's accession or the foundation of an organization.













diamond plate






noun




a diamond-shaped design that is stamped into metal to give it industrial strength.













diamond python






noun




a carpet python of a race occurring in the coastal areas of New South Wales.

[
Morelia spilota spilota

 , family 
Pythonidae

 .]














diamond rattlesnake






noun




another term for diamondback
 (
sense

 1).













Diamond State






a nickname for the state of Delaware
 1
 .









diamond wedding

 
/ˈdī(ə)mənd ˈwediNG /

 
diamond wedding anniversary






noun




the sixtieth (or seventy-fifth) anniversary of a wedding.













diamond willow






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a willow with diamond-shaped depressions on the trunk as a result of fungal attack, resulting in timber with a diamond-shaped pattern of pale sapwood and darker heartwood.

[Several species in the genus 
Salix

 are affected, in particular 
S. bebbiana

 .]













diamorphine

 
/ˌdīəˈmôrfēn/






noun




short for diacetylmorphine
 (heroin).













diana

 
/dīˈanə/





I.
 
noun




a North American fritillary (butterfly), the male of which is orange and black and the female blue and black.

[
Speyeria diana

 , subfamily 
Argynninae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin; associated with the goddess of the moon, because of the silvery crescents on the wings.






Diana

 
/dīˈanə /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







an early Italian goddess associated with hunting, virginity, and, in later literature, with the moon.

Greek equivalent Artemis
 .









Diana, Princess of Wales






(1961–97), former wife of Prince Charles; title before marriage 
Lady Diana Frances Spencer

 . The daughter of the 8th Earl Spencer, she married Prince Charles in 1981; the couple were divorced in 1996. She became a popular figure through her charity work and glamorous media appearances, and her death in an automobile accident in Paris gave rise to intense international mourning.









Diana monkey





I.
 
noun




a West African monkey that has a black face with a white crescent on the forehead.

[
Cercopithecus diana

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the Roman moon goddess Diana
 .





Dianetics

 
/ˌdīəˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system developed by the founder of the Church of Scientology, L. Ron Hubbard, that aims to relieve psychosomatic disorder by cleansing the mind of harmful mental images.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
dianoētikos

 ‘relating to thought’ + -ics
 .





dianthus

 
/dīˈanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a flowering plant of a genus that includes the pinks and carnations.

[Genus 
Dianthus

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 from Greek 
Dios

 ‘of Zeus’ + 
anthos

 ‘a flower.’





diapason

 
/ˌdīəˈpāzən ˌdīəˈpāsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
open diapason

 or 
stopped diapason

 )
 — an organ stop sounding a main register of flue pipes, typically of eight-foot pitch.




2.
 
a grand swelling burst of harmony.




3.
 


‹literary›

 the entire compass, range, or scope of something.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the interval of an octave): via Latin from Greek 
dia pasōn (khordōn

 ) ‘through all (notes).’





diapause

 
/ˈdīəˌpôz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a period of suspended development in an insect, other invertebrate, or mammal embryo, especially during unfavorable environmental conditions.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
diapausing

 )


1.
 
(of an insect or other animal) undergo a period of suspended development.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dia-
 ‘through’ + the noun pause
 .





diapedesis

 
/ˌdīəpəˈdēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the passage of blood cells through the intact walls of the capillaries, typically accompanying inflammation.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, based on Greek 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
pēdan

 ‘throb or leap.’





diaper

 
/ˈdī(ə)pər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a piece of absorbent material wrapped around a baby's bottom and between its legs to absorb and retain urine and feces.




2.
 
a linen or cotton fabric woven in a repeating pattern of small diamonds.




3.
 
a repeating geometric or floral pattern used to decorate a surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 put a diaper on (a baby).




2.
 
decorate (a surface) with a repeating geometric or floral pattern.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diapre

 , from medieval Latin 
diasprum

 , from medieval Greek 
diaspros

 (adjective), from 
dia

 ‘across’ + 
aspros

 ‘white.’ The term seems originally to have denoted a costly fabric, but after the 15th cent. it was used in 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun; babies' diapers were originally made from pieces of this fabric, hence 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun (late 16th cent).





diaper rash






noun




inflammation of a baby's skin caused by prolonged contact with a damp diaper.













diaphanous

 
/dīˈafənəs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of fabric) light, delicate, and translucent




•
 
a diaphanous dress of pale gold.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
diaphanus

 , from Greek 
diaphanēs

 , from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
phainein

 ‘to show.’





diaphone

 
/ˈdīəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a low-pitched fog signal operated by compressed air, characterized by the “grunt” that ends each note.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
phōnē

 ‘sound.’





diaphorase

 
/dīˈafəˌrās, -ˌrāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme of the flavoprotein type, able to oxidize a reduced form of the coenzyme NAD.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
diaphoros

 ‘different’ + -ase
 .





diaphoresis

 
/ˌdīəfəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 sweating, especially to an unusual degree as a symptom of disease or a side effect of a drug.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
diaphorein

 ‘carry off, sweat out,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
phorein

 ‘carry.’





diaphoretic

 
/ˌdīəfəˈredik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 (chiefly of a drug) inducing perspiration.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a person) sweating heavily.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
diaphorētikos

 , from 
diaphorein

 ‘sweat out.’





diaphragm

 
/ˈdīəˌfram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dome-shaped, muscular partition separating the thorax from the abdomen in mammals. It plays a major role in breathing, as its contraction increases the volume of the thorax and so inflates the lungs.




2.
 
a thin sheet of material forming a partition.




3.
 
a taut, flexible membrane in mechanical or acoustic systems.




4.
 
a thin contraceptive cap fitting over the cervix.




5.
 
a device for varying the effective aperture of the lens in a camera or other optical system.








II.
 
derivatives





diaphragmatic

 
/ˌdīəfrəɡˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
diaphragma

 , from Greek, from 
dia

 ‘through, apart’ + 
phragma

 ‘a fence.’





diaphragm pump






noun




a pump using a flexible diaphragm in place of a piston.














diaphysis

 
/dīˈafəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the shaft or central part of a long bone.

Compare with epiphysis
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
diaphusis

 ‘growing through,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
phusis

 ‘growth.’





diapir

 
/ˈdīəˌpir/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a domed rock formation in which a core of rock has moved upward to pierce the overlying strata.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diapiric

 
/ˌdīəˈpirik /






adjective













2.
 
diapirism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
diapeirainein

 ‘pierce through,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
peirainein

 (from 
peran

 ‘pierce’).





diapositive

 
/ˌdīəˈpäzədiv/






noun




a positive photographic slide or transparency.













diapsid

 
/dīˈapsəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a reptile of a large group characterized by the presence of two temporal openings in the skull, including the lizards, snakes, crocodiles, dinosaurs, and pterosaurs.

[Subclass 
Anapsida

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Diapsida

 , from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
apsis

 , 
apsid-

 ‘arch.’





diarchy

 
/ˈdīˌärkē /

 
dyarchy





I.
 
noun




government by two independent authorities (especially in India 1919–35).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diarchal

 
/dīˈärkəl /






adjective













2.
 
diarchic

 
/dīˈärkik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
arkhia

 ‘rule,’ on the pattern of 
monarchy

 .





diarist

 
/ˈdīərəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who writes a diary.








II.
 
derivatives





diaristic

 
/ˌdīəˈristik /






adjective





















diarize

 
/ˈdīəˌrīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 keep a record of events in a diary.













diarrhea

 
/ˌdīəˈrēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 diarrhoea





I.
 
noun




a condition in which feces are discharged from the bowels frequently and in a liquid form.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diarrheal

 
/ˌdīəˈrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
diarrheic

 
/-ˈrēik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin 
diarrhoea

 from Greek 
diarrhoia

 , from 
diarrhein

 ‘flow through,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
rhein

 ‘to flow.’





diary

 
/ˈdī(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book in which one keeps a daily record of events and experiences




•
 
I resolved to 
keep a diary

 of events during the war.










2.
 
a datebook.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
diarium

 , from 
dies

 ‘day.’





Dias, Bartolomeu

 
/ˈdēəs, ˈdēˌäSH /

 
Diaz






(
c.

 1450–1500), Portuguese navigator and explorer. He was the first European to sail around the Cape of Good Hope 1488, thereby establishing a sea route from the Atlantic Ocean to Asia.










diaspora

 
/dīˈaspərə/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the Diaspora

 )


1.
 
Jews living outside Israel.




2.
 
the dispersion of the Jews beyond Israel.




3.
 
the dispersion of any people from their original homeland




•
 
the diaspora of boat people from Asia.










4.
 
the people so dispersed




•
 
the Ukrainian diaspora flocked back to Kiev.











The main diaspora began in the 8th–6th centuries 
BC

 , and even before the sack of Jerusalem in 
AD

 70, the number of Jews dispersed by the diaspora was greater than that living in Israel. Thereafter Jews were dispersed even more widely throughout the Roman world and beyond.







– origin

 Greek, from 
diaspeirein

 ‘disperse,’ from 
dia

 ‘across’ + 
speirein

 ‘scatter.’ The term originated in the Septuagint (Deuteronomy 28:25) in the phrase 
esē diaspora en pasais basileias tēs gēs

 ‘thou shalt be a dispersion in all kingdoms of the earth.’





diaspore

 
/ˈdīəˌspôr/






noun






[Botany]

 a spore, seed, or other structure that functions in plant dispersal; a propagule.













diastase

 
/ˈdīəˌstās ˈdīəˌstāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for amylase
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
diastasis

 ‘separation,’ from 
dia

 ‘apart’ + 
stasis

 ‘placing.’





diastema

 
/ˌdīəˈstēmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gap between the teeth, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a space separating teeth of different functions, especially that between the biting teeth (incisors and canines) and grinding teeth (premolars and molars) in rodents and ungulates.




3.
 
a gap between a person's two upper front teeth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
diastēma

 ‘space between.’





diastereoisomer

 
/ˌdīəˌsterēōˈīsəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of a pair of stereoisomeric compounds that are not mirror images of one another.








II.
 
derivatives





diastereoisomeric

 
/-ˌīsəˈmerik /






adjective






















diastole

 
/ˌdīˈastlē/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the phase of the heartbeat when the heart muscle relaxes and allows the chambers to fill with blood.

Often contrasted with systole
 .








II.
 
derivatives





diastolic

 
/dīəˈstälik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, ‘separation, expansion,’ from 
diastellein

 , from 
dia

 ‘apart’ + 
stellein

 ‘to place.’





diatessaron

 
/ˌdīəˈtesərən/






noun




the four Gospels combined into a single narrative.













diathermy

 
/ˈdīəˌTHərmē/





I.
 
noun




a medical and surgical technique involving the production of heat in a part of the body by high-frequency electric currents, to stimulate the circulation, relieve pain, destroy unhealthy tissue, or cause bleeding vessels to clot.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from dia-
 ‘through’ + 
thermon

 ‘heat.’





diathesis

 
/dīˈaTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 a tendency to suffer from a particular medical condition




•
 
a bleeding diathesis.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 another term for voice
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, ‘disposition,’ from 
diatithenai

 ‘arrange.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 20th cent.






diatom

 
/ˈdīəˌtäm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a single-celled alga that has a cell wall of silica. Many kinds are planktonic, and extensive fossil deposits have been found.

[Class 
Bacillariophyceae

 , division 
Chromophycota

 or 
Heterokontophyta

 (or phylum 
Bacillariophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





diatomaceous

 
/ˌdīədəˈmāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Diatoma

 (genus name), from Greek 
diatomos

 ‘cut in two,’ from 
diatemnein

 ‘to cut through.’





diatomaceous earth






noun




a soft, crumbly, porous sedimentary deposit formed from the fossil remains of diatoms.













diatomic

 
/ˌdīəˈtämik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 consisting of two atoms.













diatomite

 
/dīˈadəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a fine-grained sedimentary rock formed from consolidated diatomaceous earth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from diatom
 + -ite
 1
 .





diatonic

 
/ˌdīəˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 (of a scale, interval, etc.) involving only notes proper to the prevailing key without chromatic alteration.




2.
 


[Music]

 (of a melody or harmony) constructed from a diatonic scale.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a tetrachord divided into two tones and a lower semitone, or ancient Greek music based on this): from French 
diatonique

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
diatonikos

 ‘at intervals of a tone,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
tonos

 ‘tone.’





diatreme

 
/ˈdīəˌtrēm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a long, vertical pipe or plug formed when gas-filled magma forced its way up through overlying strata.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from dia-
 ‘through’ + Greek 
trēma

 ‘perforation.’





diatribe

 
/ˈdīəˌtrīb/





I.
 
noun




a forceful and bitter verbal attack against someone or something




•
 
a diatribe against the Roman Catholic Church.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a disquisition): from French, via Latin from Greek 
diatribē

 ‘spending of time, discourse,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
tribein

 ‘rub.’





Díaz, Porfirio

 
/ˈdē-äs/






(1830–1915), Mexican general and statesman; president 1877–80 and 1884–1911.










diazepam

 
/dīˈazəˌpam/





I.
 
noun




a tranquilizing muscle-relaxant drug used chiefly to relieve anxiety.

Also called Valium
 . [A member of the benzodiazepine group; chem. formula: C16
 H13
 N2
 OCl.]











– origin

 1960s: blend of benzodiazepine
 and amide
 .





diazinon

 
/dīˈazəˌnän/





I.
 
noun




an organophosphorus insecticide derived from pyrimidine.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
diazine

 (see di-
 1
 , azine
 ) + 
-on

 (suffix of unknown origin).






diazo

 
/dīˈazō /

 
diazotype






noun




a copying or coloring process using a diazo compound decomposed by ultraviolet light


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
diazo printers.



















diazo compound





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing two nitrogen atoms bonded together, especially a diazonium compound.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
diazo

 from diazonium
 .





diazomethane

 
/dīˌazōˈmeTHān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous, reactive yellow gas used as a methylating agent in chemical synthesis.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 N2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
diazo-

 (indicating the presence of two nitrogen atoms) + methane
 .






diazonium

 
/ˌdīəˈzōnēəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 an organic cation containing the group —2
 +
 bonded to an organic group. Aromatic diazonium compounds are typically intensely colored and include many synthetic dyes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from 
diazo-

 (indicating the presence of two nitrogen atoms) + the suffix 
-onium

 (from ammonium
 ).






dib

 
/dib/





I.
 
verb






[Fishing]

 another term for dap
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: related to dab
 1
 .





dibasic

 
/dīˈbāsik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an acid) having two replaceable hydrogen atoms.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + basic
 .





dibble

 
/ˈdibəl/





I.
 
noun




a pointed hand tool for making holes in the ground for seeds or young plants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a hole) in soil with a dibble.




2.
 
sow (a seed or plant) with a dibble.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently related to dib
 (also used in this sense in dialect).





diborane

 
/dīˈbôrˌān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous, reactive gas made by the action of acids on some borides. It is the simplest of the boranes and is an example of electron-deficient bonding.

[Chem. formula: B2
 H6
 .]













dibs

 
/dibz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 money.








II.
 
phrases





have first dibs on








‹informal›

 have the first right to or choice of




•
 
they never got first dibs on great prospects.





















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting pebbles used in a children's game): from earlier 
dib-stones

 , perhaps from dib
 .






dice

 
/dīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cube with each side having a different number of spots on it, ranging from one to six, thrown and used in gambling and other games involving chance.

See also die
 2
 .




2.
 
a game played with dice.




3.
 
small cubes of food.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play or gamble with dice


(as 
noun

 
dicing

 )


•
 
prohibitions on all dancing and dicing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut (food or other matter) into small cubes




•
 
dice the peppers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
diced

 )
 
add the diced onions.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dice with death






take serious risks.









2.
 
no dice








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to refuse a request or indicate no chance of success.









3.
 
roll (or throw) of the dice






a risky attempt to do or achieve something




•
 
the merger was their last roll of the dice, and it failed miserably.


















IV.
 
derivatives





dicer

 
/ˈdīsər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
des

 , plural of 
de

 (see die
 2
 ). / 
usage:

 Historically, 
dice

 is the plural of 
die

 , but in modern standard English, 
dice

 is both the singular and the plural: throw the 
dice

 could mean a reference to two or more dice, or to just one. In fact, the singular 
die

 (rather than 
dice

 ) is increasingly uncommon.





dicentra

 
/dīˈsentrə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Dicentra

 (family 
Fumariaceae

 ), especially (in gardening) a bleeding heart.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
dikentros

 , from 
di-

 ‘two’ + 
kentron

 ‘spur, sharp point.’





dicentric

 
/dīˈsentrik /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective




(of a chromosome) having two centromeres.








II.
 
noun




a chromosome having two centromeres.













dicey

 
/ˈdīsē/






adjective






‹informal›

 unpredictable and potentially dangerous




•
 
the lot of a wanderer is always dicey.



















dichasium

 
/dīˈkāZH(ē)əm, -zēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a cyme in which each flowering branch gives rise to two or more branches symmetrically placed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
khasis

 ‘separation.’





dichlorvos

 
/dīˈklôrvəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a pale yellow liquid used as an insecticide and veterinary anthelmintic.

[An organophosphorus compound; alternative name: 
2,2-dichlorovinyl dimethyl phosphate

 ; chem. formula: (CH3
 O)2
 PO2
 CHCCl2
 .]











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from elements of the systematic name (see above).






dichogamy

 
/dīˈkäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the ripening of the stamens and pistils of a flower at different times, so that self-fertilization is prevented.

Compare with homogamy
 (
sense

 3).








II.
 
derivatives





dichogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dikho-

 ‘apart, in two’ + 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’





dichotic

 
/dīˈkädik/





I.
 
adjective




involving or relating to the simultaneous stimulation of the right and left ear by different sounds.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Greek 
dikho-

 ‘apart’ + 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear’ + -ic
 .





dichotomize

 
/dīˈkädəˌmīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard or represent as divided or opposed




•
 
these rules dichotomize love and sex.



















dichotomous

 
/dīˈkädəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exhibiting or characterized by dichotomy




•
 
a dichotomous view of the world.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of branching) in which the axis is divided into two branches.








II.
 
derivatives





dichotomously






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
dikhotomos

 (from 
dikho-

 ‘in two’ + 
temnein

 ‘to cut’) + -ous
 .





dichotomy

 
/dīˈkädəmē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a division or contrast between two things that are or are represented as being opposed or entirely different




•
 
a rigid 
dichotomy between

 science and mysticism.










2.
 


[Botany]

 repeated branching into two equal parts.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via modern Latin from Greek 
dikhotomia

 , from 
dikho-

 ‘in two, apart’ + 
-tomia

 (see -tomy
 ).





dichroic

 
/dīˈkrōik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a crystal) showing different colors when viewed from different directions, or (more generally) having different absorption coefficients for light polarized in different directions.








II.
 
derivatives





dichroism

 
/dīˈkrōˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dikhroos

 (from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
khrōs

 ‘color’) + -ic
 .






dichromate

 
/dīˈkrōmāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt, typically red or orange, containing the anion Cr2
 O7
 2−
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + chromate
 .





dichromatism

 
/dīˈkrōməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(typically in an animal species) the occurrence of two different kinds of coloring.




2.
 
color-blindness in which only two of the three primary colors can be discerned.








II.
 
derivatives





dichromatic

 
/ˌdīkrəˈmadik ˌdīkrōˈmadik /






adjective






















dick1


 
/dik /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a penis.




2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 anything at all




•
 
you don't know dick about this—you haven't a clue!










3.
 
short for dickhead
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 handle something inexpertly; meddle




•
 
he started 
dicking around

 with the controls.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (someone).











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘fellow’): nickname for the given name 
Richard

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 18th cent.





dick2


 
/dik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a detective.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps an arbitrary shortening of detective
 , or from obsolete slang 
dick

 ‘look,’ from Romany.





dickcissel

 
/dikˈsisəl, ˈdikˌsisəl/





I.
 
noun




a sparrowlike North American songbird related to the cardinals, with a black-and-white throat and bright yellow breast.

[
Spiza americana

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Cardinalinae

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





dickens

 
/ˈdikənz/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used for emphasis, euphemistically invoking the Devil




•
 
they work 
like the dickens






•
 
she was 
in a dickens of a

 rush.










2.
 
(
the dickens

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used when asking questions to express annoyance or surprise




•
 


what the dickens

 is going on?

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably a use of the surname 
Dickens

 .





Dickens, Charles

 
/ˈdikənz/






(1812–70), English novelist; full name 
Charles John Huffam Dickens

 . His novels are notable for their satirical humor and treatment of contemporary social problems, including the plight of the urban poor and the corruption and inefficiency of the legal system. Notable works include 
Oliver Twist

 (1837–38), 
A Christmas Carol

 (1843), 
David Copperfield

 (1850), and 
Great Expectations

 (1860–61).









Dickensian

 
/dəˈkenzēən/






adjective




of or reminiscent of the novels of Charles Dickens, especially in suggesting the poor social conditions or comically repulsive characters that they portray




•
 
the back streets of Dickensian London.



















dicker

 
/ˈdikər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 engage in petty argument or bargaining




•
 
she advised him not to dicker over the extra fee.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 treat something casually or irresponsibly; toy with something


(as 
noun

 
dickering

 )


•
 
there was no dickering with the lyrics.














II.
 
derivatives





dickerer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
dicker

 ‘set of ten (hides),’ used as a unit of trade, based on Latin 
decem

 ‘ten.’





Dickerson, Eric

 
/ˈdikərsən/






(1960–), US football player. He set the National Football League's single-season rushing record of 2,105 yards in 1984. He played for the Los Angeles Rams 1983–87, the Indianapolis Colts 1987–91, the Los Angeles Raiders 1992, and the Atlanta Falcons 1993.









dickey

 
/ˈdikē /

 
dicky





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a false shirtfront.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a folding outside seat at the back of a vehicle; a rumble seat.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a driver's seat in a carriage.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a petticoat): each sense probably having different origins; perhaps partly from 
Dicky

 , nickname for the given name 
Richard

 .





Dickey, James

 
/ˈdikē/






(1923–97), US poet and writer; full name 
James Lafayette Dickey

 . His works include the poetry in 
Buckdancer's Choice

 (1965) and the novel 
Deliverance

 (1970).









dickey bird






noun






‹informal›

 used by children to refer to a little bird.

[late 18th cent.: probably from 
Dicky

 , nickname for the given name 
Richard

 .]














dickhead

 
/ˈdikˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid, irritating, or ridiculous person, particularly a man.











– origin

 1960s: from dick
 1
 + head
 .





Dickin medal

 
/ˌdikin ˈmedl/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 (in the UK) a medal awarded to an animal in recognition of an act of great bravery, typically one performed during a time of military conflict by an animal attached to the armed forces




•
 
the six-year-old English springer spaniel received the Dickin Medal for ‘outstanding gallantry’ last year.

















– origin

 1940s: named after Maria 
Dickin

 , the founder of the veterinary charity PDSA (People's Dispensary for Sick Animals), who instituted the award.





Dickinson, Emily

 
/ˈdikənsən/






(1830–86), US poet; full name 
Emily Elizabeth Dickinson

 . Her poems use an elliptical language and emphasize assonance and alliteration rather than rhyme. They reflect the struggles of her reclusive life. Although she wrote nearly 2,000 poems, only 7 were published during her lifetime.









dickwad

 
/ˈdikwäd/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a contemptible person.











– origin

 1980s: from 
dick

 in the sense ‘penis’ + 
wad

 .





dicky

 
/ˈdikē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a part of the body, a structure, or a device) not strong, healthy, or functioning reliably




•
 
a man with a dicky leg.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘almost over’): perhaps from the given name 
Dick

 , in the old saying 
as queer as Dick's hatband

 .





dicot

 
/ˈdīkät/






noun




short for dicotyledon
 .














dicotyledon

 
/dīˌkädlˈēdn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flowering plant with an embryo that bears two cotyledons (seed leaves). Dicotyledons constitute the larger of the two great divisions of flowering plants, and typically have broad, stalked leaves with netlike veins (e.g., daisies, hawthorns, oaks).

Compare with monocotyledon
 . [Class 
Dicotyledoneae

 (or 
-donae

 , 
-dones

 ; sometimes 
Magnoliopsida

 ), subdivision 
Angiospermae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





dicotyledonous

 
/ˌdīˌkädəˈlēd(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
dicotyledones

 (plural), from 
di-

 ‘two’ + 
cotyledon

 (see cotyledon
 ).





dicrotic

 
/dīˈkrädik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 denoting a pulse in which a double beat is detectable for each beat of the heart.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
dikrotos

 ‘beating twice’ + -ic
 .





dict.






abbreviation



1.
 
dictation.




2.
 
dictionary.













dicta

 
/ˈdiktə/






plural form of dictum
 .









dictamnus

 
/dikˈtamnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for dittany of Crete
 (see dittany
 ).




2.
 
another term for gas plant
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin.





Dictaphone

 
/ˈdiktəˌfōn /

 
dictaphone





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a small cassette recorder used to record speech for transcription at a later time.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from dictate
 or dictation
 + -phone
 .






dictate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈdikˌtāt ˌdikˈtāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lay down authoritatively; prescribe




•
 
the tsar's attempts to dictate policy




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
that doesn't give you the right to 
dictate to

 me.










2.
 
control or decisively affect; determine




•
 
choice is often dictated by availability




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a review process can be changed 
as circumstances dictate

 .










3.
 
say or read aloud (words to be typed, written down, or recorded on tape)




•
 
I have four letters to dictate.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
dictates

 )


1.
 
an order or principle that must be obeyed




•
 
the dictates of fashion.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
dictat-

 ‘dictated,’ from the verb 
dictare

 .






dictation

 
/dikˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
dict.

 )
 — the action of saying words aloud to be typed, written down, or recorded on tape




•
 
the dictation of letters.










2.
 
the activity of taking down a passage that is read aloud by a teacher as a test of spelling, writing, or language skills




•
 
passages for dictation.










3.
 
an utterance that is typed, written down, or recorded




•
 
the person who writes the dictation down is his agent.










4.
 
the action of giving orders authoritatively or categorically.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
dictatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dictare

 (see dictate
 ).





dictator

 
/ˈdikˌtādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ruler with total power over a country, typically one who has obtained power by force.




2.
 
a person who tells people what to do in an autocratic way or who determines behavior in a particular sphere




•
 
the prewar era was a period whose apple-cheeked dictator was Doris Day.










3.
 
(in ancient Rome) a chief magistrate with absolute power, appointed in an emergency.




4.
 
a machine that records words spoken into it, used for personal or administrative purposes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
dictat-

 ‘dictated,’ from the verb 
dictare

 (see dictate
 ).





dictatorial

 
/ˌdiktəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or typical of a ruler with total power




•
 
a dictatorial regime.










2.
 
having or showing a tendency to tell people what to do in an autocratic way




•
 
his dictatorial manner.














II.
 
derivatives





dictatorially

 
/ˌdiktəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb





















dictatorship

 
/dikˈtādərˌSHip ˈdiktādərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
government by a dictator




•
 
forty years of dictatorship.










2.
 
a country governed by a dictator.




3.
 
absolute authority in any sphere.














diction

 
/ˈdikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the choice and use of words and phrases in speech or writing




•
 
Wordsworth campaigned against exaggerated poetic diction.










2.
 
the style of enunciation in speaking or singing




•
 
she began imitating his careful diction.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a word or phrase): from Latin 
dictio(n-)

 , from 
dicere

 ‘to say.’





dictionary

 
/ˈdikSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book or electronic resource that lists the words of a language (typically in alphabetical order) and gives their meaning, or gives the equivalent words in a different language, often also providing information about pronunciation, origin, and usage




•
 
I'll look up ‘love’ in the dictionary




•
 
the website gives access to an online dictionary




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the dictionary definition of ‘smile’










2.
 
a reference work on a particular subject, the items of which are typically arranged in alphabetical order




•
 
a dictionary of quotations.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a set of words or other text strings made for use in applications such as spelling checkers




•
 
the worm attempts to crack account passwords using a built-in dictionary.














II.
 
phrases





have swallowed a dictionary








‹informal›

 use long and obscure words when speaking.















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
dictionarium (manuale

 ) or 
dictionarius (liber

 ) ‘manual or book of words,’ from Latin 
dictio

 (see diction
 ).





dictionary attack






noun




an attempted illegal entry to a computer system that uses a dictionary headword list to generate possible passwords.














dictum

 
/ˈdiktəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal pronouncement from an authoritative source




•
 
the First Amendment dictum that “Congress shall make no law … abridging the freedom of speech”










2.
 
a short statement that expresses a general truth or principle




•
 
the old dictum “might makes right.”










3.
 


[Law]

 short for obiter dictum
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘something said,’ neuter past participle of 
dicere

 .





dicty

 
/ˈdiktē/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (chiefly in African-American usage) ostentatiously stylish; pretentious




•
 
up there in their dicty Detroit suburb living the so-called good life.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dictyoptera

 
/ˌdiktēˈäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the cockroaches and mantises. They have a somewhat flattened form, two pairs of wings, and long spiky legs.




II.
 
derivatives





dictyopteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
diktuon

 ‘net’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





dicynodont

 
/dīˈsinəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




a herbivorous, mammallike fossil reptile of the late Permian and Triassic periods, with beaked jaws and no teeth apart from two tusks in the upper jaw of the male.

[
Dicynodon

 and other genera, infra-order 
Dicynodontia

 , order 
Therapsida

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Dicynodontia

 (plural), from Greek 
di-

 ‘two’ + 
kuōn

 ‘dog’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





did

 
/did/






past of do
 1
 .









didactic

 
/dīˈdaktik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
intended to teach, particularly in having moral instruction as an ulterior motive




•
 
a didactic novel that set out to expose social injustice.










2.
 
in the manner of a teacher, particularly so as to treat someone in a patronizing way




•
 
slow-paced, didactic lecturing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
didactically

 
/dəˈdaktək(ə)lē dīˈdaktək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
didacticism

 
/dəˈdaktəˌsizəm dīˈdaktəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
didaktikos

 , from 
didaskein

 ‘teach.’





didanosine

 
/dīˈdanəˌsēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 another term for dideoxyinosine
 .














diddle

 
/ˈdidl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be diddled

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 cheat or swindle (someone) so as to deprive them of something




•
 
he thought he'd been 
diddled out of

 his change.










2.
 


‹informal›

 deliberately falsify (something)




•
 
he diddled his income tax returns.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 pass time aimlessly or unproductively




•
 
why 
diddle around

 with slow costly tests?










4.
 
(
diddle with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 play or mess with




•
 
he diddled with the graphics on his computer.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 have sexual intercourse with (someone).

[originally in Scots dialect use in the sense ‘jerk from side to side,’ apparently corresponding to dialect 
didder

 ‘tremble.’]








II.
 
derivatives





diddler






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from the name of Jeremy 
Diddler

 , a character in the farce 
Raising the Wind

 (1803) by the Irish dramatist James Kenney (1780–1849). Diddler constantly borrowed and failed to repay small sums of money: the name may have been based on an earlier verb 
diddle

 ‘walk unsteadily, swerve.’






diddly-squat

 
/ˈdidlē ˌskwät /

 
diddly





I.
 
pronoun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 anything




•
 
she didn't care diddly-squat about what Darryl thought




•
 
they don't know diddly about softball.

















– origin

 1960s: probably from slang 
doodle

 ‘excrement’ + squat
 in the sense ‘defecate.’






dideoxycytidine

 
/ˌdīdēˌäksiˈsīdəˌdēn /

 
DDC
 , ddC






noun






[Medicine]

 a drug that inhibits the replication of HIV and is used in the treatment of AIDS, especially in combination with zidovudine. It is a synthetic analog of a pyrimidine nucleoside.














dideoxyinosine

 
/ˌdīdēˌäksēˈinəsēn /

 
DDI
 , ddI





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a drug that inhibits the replication of HIV and is used in the treatment of AIDS, especially in combination with zidovudine. It is a synthetic analog of a purine nucleoside.











– origin

 1970s: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + 
deoxy-

 (in the sense ‘that has lost oxygen’ ') + inosine
 .





Diderot, Denis

 
/ˈdēdəˌrō/






(1713–84), French philosopher, writer, and critic. A leading figure of the Enlightenment in France, he was principal editor of the 
Encyclopédie

 (1751–76). Other notable works: 
Le Rêve de D'Alembert

 (1782) and 
Le Neveu de Rameau

 (1805).









didgeridoo

 
/ˌdijərēˈdo͞o /

 
didjeridoo
 , didjeridu





I.
 
noun




an Australian Aboriginal wind instrument in the form of a long wooden tube, traditionally made from a hollow branch, which is blown to produce a deep, resonant sound, varied by rhythmic accents of timbre and volume.











– origin

 1920s: imitative; from an Aboriginal language of Arnhem Land, Northern Territory.





didicoi

 
/ˈdidēˌkoi/





I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 a Gypsy or other nomadic person.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of Romany 
dik akei

 ‘look here.’





didn't

 
/ˈdidnt/






contraction




did not.













dido

 
/ˈdīdō/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
cut/cut up didoes

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 perform mischievous tricks or deeds.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dido

 
/ˈdīdō/






(in the 
Aeneid

 ) the queen and founder of Carthage, who fell in love with the shipwrecked Aeneas and killed herself when he deserted her.









didst

 
/didst/






archaic second person singular past of do
 1
 .









Didyma

 
/ˈdidimə/






an ancient sanctuary of Apollo, site of one of the most famous oracles of the Aegean region, close to the west coast of Asia Minor.










didymium

 
/dīˈdimēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a mixture containing the rare earth elements praseodymium and neodymium, used to color glass for optical filters. It was originally regarded as a single element.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
didumos

 ‘twin’ (because it was closely associated with lanthanum) + 
-ium

 (used as a suffix for new metals).






die1


 
/dī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person, animal, or plant) stop living




•
 
she 
died of

 cancer




•
 
the sheep 
died from

 the heat




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the king died a violent death.










2.
 
(
die for

 )
 — be killed for (a cause)




•
 
they were prepared to die for their country.










3.
 
[with 
complement

 ]
 — have a specified status at the time of one's death




•
 
the inventor died a pauper.










4.
 
(
die out

 )
 — become extinct




•
 
many species died out.










5.
 
be forgotten




•
 
her genius has assured her name will never die.










6.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — become less loud or strong




•
 
after a while, the noise 
died down






•
 
at last the storm 
died away

 .










7.
 
(
die back

 )
 — (of a plant) decay from the tip toward the root




•
 
rhubarb dies back to a crown of buds each winter.










8.
 
(
die off

 )
 — die one after another until few or none are left




•
 
the original founders died off or retired.










9.
 
(of a fire or light) stop burning or gleaming.




10.
 


‹informal›

 (of a machine) stop functioning or run out of electric charge




•
 
three toasters have 
died on

 me




•
 
my cell phone died while I was trying to contact him.










11.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize that one wants to do or have something very much




•
 
they must be 
dying for

 a drink




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he's dying to meet you.










12.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize feelings of shock, embarrassment, amusement, or misery




•
 


I nearly died

 when I saw them




•
 
we nearly died laughing when he told us




•
 
I'm simply 
dying of

 thirst.










13.
 


‹archaic›

 have an orgasm.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
die hard






disappear or change very slowly




•
 
old habits die hard.















2.
 
die on the vine






be unsuccessful at an early stage.









3.
 
never say die






used to encourage someone in a difficult situation.









4.
 
to die for








‹informal›

 extremely good or desirable




•
 
the ice cream is to die for.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
deyja

 , of Germanic origin; related to dead
 .






die2


 
/dī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
singular form of dice
 .




2.
 


[Architecture]

 the cubical part of a pedestal between the base and the cornice; a dado or plinth.




3.
 
(
pl.

 dies)
 — a device for cutting or molding metal into a particular shape.




4.
 
an engraved device for stamping a design on coins or medals.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the die is cast






an event has happened or a decision has been made that cannot be changed.









2.
 
(as) straight as a die






absolutely straight.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
de

 , from Latin 
datum

 ‘something given or played,’ neuter past participle of 
dare

 . / 
usage:

 See usage at dice
 .





dieback

 
/ˈdībak/






noun




a condition in which a tree or shrub begins to die from the tip of its leaves or roots backward, owing to disease or an unfavorable environment.













die-cast

 
/ˈdī ˌkast/





I.
 
adjective




(of a metal object) formed by pouring molten metal into a reusable mold




•
 
a die-cast aluminum loudspeaker chassis.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
die-casting

 )


1.
 
make (a metal object) by pouring molten metal into a mold.













Diefenbaker, John George

 
/ˈdēfənˌbākər/






(1895–1979), Canadian Progressive Conservative statesman; prime minister 1957–63.









dieffenbachia

 
/ˌdēfənˈbäkēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes dumb cane and its relatives.

[Genus 
Dieffenbachia

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Ernst 
Dieffenbach

 (1811–55), German horticulturalist.





diegesis

 
/ˌdīəˈjēsis/





I.
 
noun




a narrative or plot, typically in a movie.








II.
 
derivatives





diegetic

 
/-ˈjetik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
diēgēsis

 ‘narrative.’





diehard

 
/ˈdīˌhärd/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person who strongly opposes change or who continues to support something in spite of opposition




•
 
diehard traditionalists




•
 
she was a diehard Yankees fan.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
die hard

 (see die
 1
 ).





die-in

 
/ˈdīin/






noun






‹informal›

 a demonstration in which people lie down as if dead




•
 
should it be a mass die-in on the campus main lawn?



















diel

 
/ˈdī(ə)l, ˈdē(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 denoting or involving a period of 24 hours




•
 
tidal and diel cycles.

















– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
dies

 ‘day’ + 
-(a)l

 (see -al
 ).






dieldrin

 
/ˈdēldrən/





I.
 
noun




a toxic insecticide produced by the oxidation of aldrin, now largely banned because of its persistence in the environment.

[A chlorinated epoxide; chem. formula: C12
 H8
 Cl6
 O.]











– origin

 1940s: blend of the name 
Diels

 (see Diels–Alder reaction
 ) + aldrin
 .






dielectric

 
/ˌdīəˈlektrik /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
adjective




having the property of transmitting electric force without conduction; insulating.








II.
 
noun




a medium or substance that transmits electric force without conduction; an insulator.








III.
 
derivatives





dielectrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from di-
 3
 + electric
 , literally ‘across which electricity is transmitted (without conduction).’





dielectric constant






noun






[Physics]

 a quantity measuring the ability of a substance to store electrical energy in an electric field.













dielectrophoresis

 
/ˌdīəˌlektrəfəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the migration of uncharged particles toward the position of maximum field strength in a nonuniform electric field.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: blend of dielectric
 and electrophoresis
 .





die link





I.
 
noun




an established connection between coins struck from the same die.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
die-link

 )


1.
 
establish a connection between (coins).














Diels–Alder reaction

 
/ˌdēlzˈôldər rēˌakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an addition reaction in which a conjugated diene reacts with a compound with a double or triple bond so as to form a six-membered ring.











– origin

 1940s: named after Otto 
Diels

 (1876–1954), and Kurt 
Alder

 (1902–58), German chemists.





Dien Bien Phu

 
/ˌdyen ˌbyen ˈfo͞o/






a village in northwestern Vietnam. It was the site of a French military post that was captured by the Vietminh after a 55-day siege in 1954.










diencephalon

 
/ˌdīənˈsefəlän/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the caudal (posterior) part of the forebrain, containing the epithalamus, thalamus, hypothalamus, and ventral thalamus and the third ventricle.

Compare with telencephalon
 .








II.
 
derivatives





diencephalic

 
/-səˈfalik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from di-
 3
 ‘across’ + Greek 
enkephalos

 ‘brain.’





diene

 
/ˈdīēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an unsaturated hydrocarbon containing two double bonds between carbon atoms.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + -ene
 .





die-off






noun



1.
 
a period in which a significant proportion of a population dies naturally, usually within a short time.




2.
 
a process causing this.




3.
 
the death of a significant proportion of a population in this way.













dieresis

 
/dīˈerəsəs /

 
diaeresis





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark (¨) placed over a vowel to indicate that it is sounded in a separate syllable, as in 
naïve

 , 
Brontë

 .




2.
 
the division of a sound into two syllables, especially by sounding a diphthong as two vowels.




3.
 


[Prosody]

 a natural rhythmic break in a line of verse where the end of a metrical foot coincides with the end of a word.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the division of one syllable into two): via Latin from Greek 
diairesis

 ‘separation,’ from 
diairein

 ‘take apart,’ from 
dia

 ‘apart’ + 
hairein

 ‘take.’





diesel

 
/ˈdēzəl ˈdēsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an internal combustion engine in which heat produced by the compression of air in the cylinder is used to ignite the fuel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a diesel locomotive.










2.
 
a heavy petroleum fraction used as fuel in diesel engines




•
 
eleven gallons of diesel.














II.
 
derivatives





dieselize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after R. 
Diesel

 (see Diesel, Rudolf
 ).






Diesel, Rudolf

 
/ˈdēzəl/






(1858–1913), German engineer; born in France; full name 
Rudolf Christian Karl Diesel

 . He invented the diesel engine in the late 19th century.









diesel-electric

 
/ˌdēzələˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a locomotive driven by the electric current produced by a diesel-engined generator.








II.
 
noun




a diesel-electric locomotive.













diesel-hydraulic

 
/ˌdēzəlhīˈdrôlik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a locomotive driven by a hydraulic transmission system powered by a diesel engine.








II.
 
noun




a diesel-hydraulic locomotive.













die-sinker

 
/ˈdīˌsiNGkər/






noun




a person who engraves dies used to stamp designs on coins or medals.













Dies Irae

 
/ˌdēās ˈirā/





I.
 
noun




a Latin hymn formerly sung in a Mass for the dead.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘day of wrath’ (the opening words of the hymn).





diesis

 
/ˈdīəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 the double dagger symbol ‡.











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, from Greek 
diēsis

 , from 
diienai

 ‘send through,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
ienai

 ‘send.’





dies non

 
/ˌdēāz ˈnän/





I.
 
noun




a day on which no legal business can be done, or which does not count for legal or other purposes.











– origin

 Latin, short for 
dies non juridicus

 ‘nonjudicial day.’





die-stamping

 
/ˈdīˌstampiNG/






noun



1.
 
a method of embossing paper or another surface using a die.




2.
 
a method of printing using an inked die to produce raised print.













diestock

 
/ˈdīstäk/






noun




a hand tool used in the cutting of external screw threads, consisting of a holder for the die that is turned using long handles.













diestrus

 
/dīˈestrəs/






noun






[Zoology]

 (in most female mammals) a period of sexual inactivity between recurrent periods of estrus.














diet1


 
/ˈdīət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the kinds of food that a person, animal, or community habitually eats




•
 
a vegetarian diet




•
 
a specialist in diet.










2.
 
a regular occupation or series of activities in which one participates




•
 
a healthy diet of classical music.










3.
 
a special course of food to which one restricts oneself, either to lose weight or for medical reasons




•
 
I'm 
going on a diet

 .










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of food or drink) with reduced fat or sugar content




•
 
diet soft drinks.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrict oneself to small amounts or special kinds of food in order to lose weight




•
 
it's difficult to diet.














III.
 
derivatives





dieter

 
/ˈdīədər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diete

 (noun), 
dieter

 (verb), via Latin from Greek 
diaita

 ‘a way of life.’






diet2


 
/ˈdīət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a legislative assembly in certain countries.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a regular meeting of the states of a confederation.




3.
 


[Scots Law]

 a meeting or session of a court.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
dieta

 ‘day's work, wages, etc.,’ also ‘meeting of councilors.’





dietary

 
/ˈdīəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to diets or dieting




•
 
dietary advice for healthy skin and hair.










2.
 
provided by one's diet




•
 
the average dietary calcium intake was 140 milligrams per day.














II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a regulated or restricted diet.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from medieval Latin 
dietarium

 , from Latin 
diaeta

 (see diet
 1
 ).





diet-busting






adjective






‹informal›

 (of food) high in calories; fattening




•
 
a diet-busting chocolate sandwich




•
 
diet-busting recipes.



















dietetic

 
/ˌdīəˈtedik/





I.
 
adjective




concerned with diet and nutrition




•
 
experienced dietetic advice.














II.
 
derivatives





dietetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘dietetics’): via Latin from Greek 
diaitētikos

 , from 
diaita

 ‘a way of life.’





dietetics

 
/ˌdīəˈtediks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of knowledge concerned with the diet and its effects on health, especially with the practical application of a scientific understanding of nutrition.













diethylene glycol

 
/dīˌeTHəlēn ˈɡlīkôl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, soluble liquid used as a solvent and antifreeze.

[Chem. formula: (C2
 H4
 OH)2
 O.]













diethylstilbestrol

 
/dīˌeTHəlstilˈbestrôl/






noun




another term for stilbestrol
 .













dietitian

 
/ˌdīəˈtiSH(ə)n /

 
dietician






noun




an expert on diet and nutrition.














Diet of Worms






a meeting of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V's imperial diet at Worms in 1521, at which Martin Luther was summoned to appear. Luther committed himself there to the cause of Protestant reform, and his teaching was formally condemned in the Edict of Worms.









Dietrich, Marlene

 
/ˈdētrik/






(1901–92), US actress and singer; born in Germany; born 
Maria Magdelene Dietrich

 . She became known for her part as Lola in 
The Blue Angel

 (1930), one of many movies that she made with Josef von Sternberg. From the 1950s, she was also successful as a cabaret performer.









Dieu et mon droit

 
/ˈdyo͝o ā môN ˈdwä/





I.
 
noun




God and my right (the motto of the British monarch).











– origin

 French.





dif-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
variant spelling of dis-
 .




2.
 
assimilated before 
f

 (as in 
diffraction

 , 
diffuse.

 ).











– origin

 from Latin, variant of dis-
 .





diff

 
/dif/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for difference
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 compare (files) in order to determine how or whether they differ.














differ

 
/ˈdifər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be unlike or dissimilar




•
 
the second set of data 
differed from

 the first




•
 
tastes differ




•
 (as 
adj.

 
differing

 )
 
widely differing circumstances.










2.
 
disagree




•
 
he 
differed from

 his contemporaries in ethical matters.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
agree to differ






cease to argue about something because neither party will compromise or be persuaded.









2.
 
beg to differ






politely disagree




•
 
that's your opinion—I beg to differ.





















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘put off, defer’): from Old French 
differer

 ‘differ, defer,’ from Latin 
differre

 , from 
dis-

 ‘from, away’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring, carry.’ Compare with defer
 1
 .






difference

 
/ˈdif(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point or way in which people or things are not the same




•
 
the 
differences between

 men and women.










2.
 
the state or condition of being dissimilar or unlike




•
 
their 
difference from

 one another.










3.
 
a disagreement, quarrel, or dispute




•
 
the couple are patching up their differences.










4.
 
a quantity by which amounts differ; the remainder left after subtraction of one value from another




•
 
the gross margin is the difference between the total cost of the goods and the final selling price.










5.
 


[Heraldry]

 an alteration in a coat of arms to distinguish members or branches of a family.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 alter (a coat of arms) to distinguish members or branches of a family.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a (or no) difference






have a significant effect (or no effect) on a person or situation




•
 
the law will 
make no difference to

 my business.















2.
 
with a difference






having a new or unusual feature or treatment




•
 
a fashion show with a difference.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
differentia

 (see differentia
 ).





difference threshold






noun




the smallest amount by which two sensory stimuli can differ in order for an individual to perceive them as different.














different

 
/ˈdif(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not the same as another or each other; unlike in nature, form, or quality




•
 
you can play this game in different ways




•
 (
different from/than

 )
 
the car is different from anything else on the market.










2.
 


‹informal›

 novel and unusual




•
 
try something deliciously different.










3.
 
distinct; separate




•
 
on two different occasions.














II.
 
phrases





different strokes for different folks








‹proverb›

 different things appeal to different people.












III.
 
derivatives





differentness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
different-

 ‘carrying away, differing,’ from the verb 
differre

 (see differ
 ). / 
usage:

 
Different from

 , 
different than

 , and 
different to

 : what are the distinctions between these three constructions, and is one more correct than the others? In practice, 
different from

 is both the most common structure and the most accepted. 
Different than

 is used chiefly in North America, although its use is increasing in British English. Because it can be followed by a clause, it is sometimes more concise than 
different from

 (compare "things are 
different than

 they were a year ago" with "things are 
different from the way

 they were a year ago"). 
Different to

 , although common in Britain, is disliked by traditionalists and sounds peculiar to American ears.






differentia

 
/ˌdifəˈrenSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinguishing mark or characteristic.




2.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 an attribute that distinguishes a species of thing from other species of the same genus.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘difference,’ from 
different-

 ‘carrying away’ (see different
 ).





differentiable

 
/ˌdifəˈrenSHəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




able to be differentiated.








II.
 
derivatives





differentiability

 
/-ˌrenSHəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from differentiate
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
depreciate

 , 
depreciable

 .





differential

 
/ˌdifəˈren(t)SH(ə)l /

 

‹chiefly technical›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, showing, or depending on a difference; differing or varying according to circumstances or relevant factors




•
 
the differential achievements of boys and girls.










2.
 
constituting a specific difference; distinctive




•
 
the differential features between benign and malignant tumors.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 relating to infinitesimal differences or to the derivatives of functions.




4.
 
of or relating to a difference in a physical quantity




•
 
a differential amplifier.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a difference between amounts of things




•
 


the differential between

 gasoline and diesel prices.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 an infinitesimal difference between successive values of a variable.




3.
 
(also 
differential gear

 )
 — a set of gears allowing a vehicle's driven wheels to revolve at different speeds when going around corners.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
differentialis

 , from Latin 
differentia

 ‘difference’ (see differentia
 ).






differential calculus

 
/ˈˌdifəˈren(t)SHəl ˈkalkyələs/






noun




a branch of mathematics concerned with the determination, properties, and application of derivatives and differentials.

Compare with integral calculus
 .













differential coefficient






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for derivative
 .













differential diagnosis






noun






[Medicine]

 the process of differentiating between two or more conditions that share similar signs or symptoms.













differential equation






noun




an equation involving derivatives of a function or functions.













differential lock






noun




a device that disables the differential of a motor vehicle in slippery conditions to improve grip.













differentially

 
/ˌdifəˈren(t)SHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that varies according to circumstances or relevant factors




•
 
separation anxiety might differentially affect male and female infants




•
 
people respond differentially to positive and negative stimuli.










2.
 
in different directions or ways; distinctively




•
 
differentially positioned religious systems.



















differential operator

 
/ˈˌdifəˈren(t)SHəl ˈäpəˌrādər/






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for del
 .













differential windlass






noun




a hoisting device consisting of two drums of different diameters on the same axis and turning at the same rate, so that a line wound on the larger drum and unwound from the smaller drum provides a mechanical advantage in lifting. Also called 
Chinese windlass

 .














differentiate

 
/ˌdifəˈren(t)SHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
recognize or ascertain what makes (someone or something) different




•
 
children can 
differentiate

 the past 
from

 the present.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
differentiate between

 )
 — identify differences between (two or more things or people)




•
 
he is unable to differentiate between fantasy and reality.










3.
 
make (someone or something) appear different or distinct




•
 
Twain was careful to 
differentiate

 Huck's speech 
from

 that of other white people.










4.
 


‹technical›

 make or become different in the process of growth or development


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the receptors are developed and differentiated into sense organs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the cells differentiate into a wide variety of cell types.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 transform (a function) into its derivative.








II.
 
derivatives





differentiator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
differentiat-

 ‘carried away from,’ from the verb 
differentiare

 , from 
differentia

 (see differentia
 ).





differentiation

 
/ˌdifəˌren(t)SHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of differentiating




•
 
packaging can be a source of product differentiation.



















differently

 
/ˈdif(ə)rən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not the same as another or as before




•
 
we work 
differently from

 other developers




•
 
I think you will feel differently after you've met her.










2.
 


‹informal›

 in a novel and unusual way




•
 
he likes to do things a bit differently.










3.
 
in varied ways; diversely




•
 
differently colored pens




•
 
a large group of differently aged chicks.




















differently abled

 
/ˈdif(ə)rəntlē ˈˌābld ˈdifərntlē ˈˌābld/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 disabled.











usage:

 
Differently abled

 was first proposed (in the 1980s) as an alternative to 
disabled

 , 
handicapped

 , etc., on the grounds that it gave a more positive message and so avoided discrimination toward people with disabilities. The term has gained little currency, however, and can seem overeuphemistic and condescending. The accepted term in general use is still 
disabled

 .





difficult

 
/ˈdifəkəlt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
needing much effort or skill to accomplish, deal with, or understand




•
 
she had a difficult decision to make




•
 
the questions are too 
difficult for

 the children.










2.
 
characterized by or causing hardships or problems




•
 
a difficult economic climate.










3.
 
(of a person) not easy to please or satisfy




•
 
Lily could be difficult.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
difficultly






adverb




(
 — 

‹rare›















2.
 
difficultness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: back-formation from difficulty
 .






difficulty

 
/ˈdifəkəltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being difficult




•
 
Guy had no 
difficulty in

 making friends




•
 
she walks 
with difficulty

 .










2.
 
a thing that is hard to accomplish, deal with, or understand




•
 
there is a practical difficulty




•
 
a club with financial difficulties.










3.
 
(often 
difficulties

 )
 — a situation that is difficult or dangerous




•
 
they went for a swim but 
got into difficulties

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘requiring effort or skill’ and ‘something difficult’): from Latin 
difficultas

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
facultas

 ‘ability, opportunity.’





diffidence

 
/ˈdifidəns/






noun




modesty or shyness resulting from a lack of self-confidence




•
 
I say this with some diffidence.



















diffident

 
/ˈdifəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




modest or shy because of a lack of self-confidence




•
 
a diffident youth.














II.
 
derivatives





diffidently

 
/ˈdifəd(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lacking confidence or trust in someone or something’): from Latin 
diffident-

 ‘failing in trust,’ from the verb 
diffidere

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
fidere

 ‘to trust.’





diffract

 
/dəˈfrakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 cause to undergo diffraction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diffractive

 
/-tiv /






adjective













2.
 
diffractively

 
/-tivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
diffract-

 ‘broken in pieces,’ from the verb 
diffringere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘away, from’ + 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





diffraction

 
/dəˈfrakSH(ə)n/






noun




the process by which a beam of light or other system of waves is spread out as a result of passing through a narrow aperture or across an edge, typically accompanied by interference between the wave forms produced.













diffraction grating

 
/dəˈfrakSHən ˈɡrādiNG/






noun




a plate of glass or metal ruled with very close parallel lines, producing a spectrum by diffraction and interference of light.













diffractometer

 
/ˌdifrakˈtämədər/






noun




an instrument for measuring diffraction, chiefly used to determine the structure of a crystal by analysis of the diffraction of X-rays.













diffuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/dəˈfyo͞oz /



1.
 
spread or cause to spread over a wide area or among a large number of people


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
technologies diffuse rapidly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the problem is how to diffuse power without creating anarchy.










2.
 
become or cause (a fluid, gas, individual atom, etc.) to become intermingled with a substance by movement, typically in a specified direction or at specified speed


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
oxygen molecules 
diffuse across

 the membrane




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
gas is 
diffused into

 the bladder.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (light) to glow faintly by dispersing it in many directions.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/dəˈfyo͞os /



1.
 
spread out over a large area; not concentrated




•
 
the diffuse community centered on the church




•
 
the light is more diffuse.










2.
 
(of disease) not localized in the body




•
 
diffuse hyperplasia.










3.
 
lacking clarity or conciseness




•
 
the second argument is more diffuse.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diffusely

 
/dəˈfyo͞oslē /






adverb













2.
 
diffuseness

 
/dəˈfyo͞osnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
diffus-

 ‘poured out,’ from the verb 
diffundere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘away’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour’; the adjective via French 
diffus

 or Latin 
diffusus

 ‘extensive,’ from 
diffundere

 . / 
usage:

 The verbs 
diffuse

 and 
defuse

 sound similar but have different meanings. 
Diffuse

 means, broadly, ‘disperse,’ while the nonliteral meaning of 
defuse

 is ‘reduce the danger or tension in.’ Thus sentences such as Cooper successfully 
diffused

 the situation are regarded as incorrect, while Cooper successfully 
defused

 the situation would be correct. However, such uses of 
diffuse

 are widespread, and can make sense: the image in, for example, only peaceful dialogue between the two countries could diffuse tension is not of making a bomb safe but of reducing something dangerous to particles and dispersing them harmlessly.





diffuser

 
/dəˈfyo͞ozər /

 
diffusor






noun



1.
 
a thing that diffuses something, in particular




2.
 
an attachment or duct for broadening an airflow and reducing its speed.




3.
 


[Photography]

 a device that spreads the light from a light source evenly and reduces harsh shadows.













diffusible

 
/dəˈfyo͞ozəb(ə)l/






adjective




able to intermingle by diffusion




•
 
diffusible factors in the cytoplasm.



















diffusion

 
/dəˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the spreading of something more widely




•
 
the diffusion of Duchamp’s thought and art.










2.
 
the action of spreading the light from a light source evenly so as to reduce glare and harsh shadows.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the intermingling of substances by the natural movement of their particles




•
 
the rate of diffusion of a gas.










4.
 


[Anthropology]

 the dissemination of elements of culture to another region or people.








II.
 
derivatives





diffusive

 
/dəˈfyo͞osiv /






adjective




(
 — 

[Chemistry]





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pouring out, effusion’): from Latin 
diffusion-

 , from 
diffundere

 ‘pour out.’





diffusionist

 
/dəˈfyo͞oZHənəst /

 

‹Anthropology›






I.
 
adjective




advocating the theory of the dissemination of elements of culture to another region or people




•
 
the rural sociological literature of the diffusionist school.














II.
 
noun




an advocate of diffusionism.








III.
 
derivatives





diffusionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















diffusivity

 
/ˌdifyo͞oˈsivədē/






noun






[Physics]

 a measure of the capability of a substance or energy to be diffused or to allow something to pass by diffusion.














dig

 
/diɡ/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — break up and move earth with a tool or machine, or with hands, paws, snout, etc.




•
 
the boar had been 
digging for

 roots




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she had to dig the garden




•
 
authorities cause chaos by 
digging up

 roads.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a hole, grave, etc.) by breaking up and moving earth




•
 
he took a spade and dug a hole




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dug

 )
 
the newly dug grave.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — extract from the ground by breaking up and moving earth




•
 
they 
dug up

 fossils of an animal about the size of a turkey.










4.
 
(
dig in

 )
 — (of a soldier) protect oneself by making a trench or similar ground defense.




5.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (
dig in

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to encourage someone to start eating with gusto and have as much as they want




•
 
put the sausage on top of the polenta; then dig in.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
dig something in/into

 )
 — push or poke something in or into




•
 
he dug his hands into his pockets.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — excavate (an archaeological site)




•
 
apart from digging a site, recording evidence is important.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
dig something out

 )
 — bring out something that is hidden or has been stored for a long time




•
 
they dug out last year's notes.










9.
 
(
dig into

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 find money from (somewhere)




•
 
members have to dig deep into their pockets.










10.
 
search or rummage in a specified place




•
 
Catherine dug into her handbag and produced her card.










11.
 
engage in research; conduct an investigation




•
 
a professional 
digging for

 information




•
 
he had no compunction about 
digging into

 her private affairs.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
dig something up/out

 )
 — discover information after a search or investigation




•
 
have you 
dug up

 any information on the captain?










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 like, appreciate, or understand




•
 
I really dig heavy rock.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or spell of digging




•
 
a thorough dig of the whole plot.










2.
 
an archaeological excavation.




3.
 
a push or poke with one's elbow, finger, etc.




•
 
Ginnie 
gave

 her sister 
a dig in the ribs

 .










4.
 


‹informal›

 a remark intended to mock or criticize




•
 
this was a cruel 
dig at

 Jenny.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dig up dirt








‹informal›

 discover and reveal damaging information about someone.









2.
 
dig oneself into a hole (or dig a hole for oneself)






get oneself into an awkward or restrictive situation.









3.
 
dig in one's heels






resist stubbornly; refuse to give in




•
 
he has dug in his heels and refuses to leave.















4.
 
dig's one's own grave






see grave
 1
 .















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old English 
dīc

 ‘ditch.’






Digambara

 
/dəˈɡämbərə/





I.
 
noun




a member of one of two principal sects of Jainism, which was formed as a result of doctrinal schism in about 
AD

 80 and continues today in parts of southern India. Male ascetic members of the sect traditionally reject property ownership and do not wear clothes.

See also Svetambara
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Digāmbara

 , literally ‘sky-clad.’





digamma

 
/dīˈɡamə/





I.
 
noun




the sixth letter of the early Greek alphabet (
Ϝ

 , 
ϝ

 ), pronounced as “w.” It became obsolete in many Greek dialects before the Classical period.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + gamma
 (because of the shape of the letter, resembling gamma (Γ) with an extra stroke).





digastric

 
/dīˈɡastrik /

 
digastric muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of muscles that run under the jaw and act to open it.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
digastricus

 , from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + Greek 
gastēr

 ‘belly’ (because the muscle has two fleshy parts or “bellies” at an angle, connected by a tendon).






digenean

 
/dīˈjēnēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a group of flukes that are internal parasites needing two to four hosts to complete their life cycle.

Compare with monogenean
 .








II.
 
noun




a digenean fluke; a trematode.

[Subclass 
Digenea

 , class 
Trematoda

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from modern Latin 
Digenea

 (from Greek 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
genea

 ‘generation, race’) + -an
 .





digerati

 
/dijəˈrädē/





I.
 
plural noun




people with expertise or professional involvement in information technology.











– origin

 1990s: blend of digital
 and literati
 .






digest





I.
 
verb

 — 
/dəˈjest dīˈjest /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break down (food) in the alimentary canal into substances that can be absorbed and used by the body.




2.
 
understand or assimilate (new information or the significance of something) by a period of reflection.




3.
 
arrange (something) in a systematic or convenient order, especially by reduction




•
 
the computer 
digested

 your labors 
into

 a form understandable by a program.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 treat (a substance) with heat, enzymes, or a solvent in order to decompose it or extract essential components.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdīˌjest /



1.
 
a compilation or summary of material or information




•
 
a digest of their findings.










2.
 
a periodical consisting of condensed versions of pieces of writing or news published elsewhere.




3.
 
a methodical summary of a body of laws.




4.
 
(
the Digest

 )
 — the compendium of Roman law compiled in the reign of Justinian.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance or mixture obtained by digestion




•
 
a digest of cloned DNA.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
digest-

 ‘distributed, dissolved, digested,’ from the verb 
digerere

 , from 
di-

 ‘apart’ + 
gerere

 ‘carry’; the noun from Latin 
digesta

 ‘matters methodically arranged,’ from 
digestus

 ‘divided,’ from 
digerere

 .





digester

 
/dīˈjestər dəˈjestər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a container in which substances are treated with heat, enzymes, or a solvent in order to promote decomposition or extract essential components.














digestible

 
/dəˈjestəb(ə)l dīˈjestəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) able to be digested.




2.
 
(of information) easy to understand or follow




•
 
her books convey philosophical issues in digestible form.














II.
 
derivatives





digestibility

 
/dəˌjestəˈbilədē dīˌjestəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
digestibilis

 , from 
digest-

 ‘digested,’ from the verb 
digerere

 (see digest
 ).





digestif

 
/ˌdēZHeˈstēf/





I.
 
noun




a drink or portion of food drunk or eaten in order to aid the digestion.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘digestive.’






digestion

 
/dəˈjesCH(ə)n dīˈjesCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of breaking down food by mechanical and enzymatic action in the alimentary canal into substances that can be used by the body.




2.
 
a person's capacity to break down food into substances that can be used by the body




•
 
bouts of dysentery impaired his digestion.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the process of treating a substance by means of heat, enzymes, or a solvent to promote decomposition or extract essential components.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
digestio(n-)

 , from the verb 
digerere

 (see digest
 ).





digestive

 
/dəˈjestiv dīˈjestiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the process of digesting food




•
 
stomach ulcers and other digestive disorders.










2.
 
(of food or medicine) aiding or promoting the process of digestion




•
 
digestive mints.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a food or medicine that aids or promotes the digestion of food.




2.
 
(also 
digestive biscuit

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a round, semisweet cookie made of wholewheat flour.








III.
 
derivatives





digestively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
digestif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
digestivus

 , from 
digest-

 ‘digested,’ from the verb 
digerere

 (see digest
 ).






digestive gland






noun






[Zoology]

 a glandular organ of digestion present in crustaceans, mollusks, and certain other invertebrates.













digger

 
/ˈdiɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person, animal, or large machine that digs earth


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a grave-digger.










2.
 
(
Digger

 , in full 
Digger Indian

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 
(US)

 a North American Indian of any of several tribes that subsisted on roots dug from the ground.




3.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 a man, especially a private soldier (often used as a friendly form of address)




•
 
how are you, Digger?







[early 20th cent.: from 
digger

 ‘miner,’ reinforced by association with the digging of trenches on the battlefields.]













digger wasp






noun




a solitary wasp that typically excavates a burrow in sandy soil, filling it with one or more paralyzed insects or spiders for its larvae to feed on.

[Families 
Sphecidae

 (which includes sand wasps) and 
Pompilidae

 (which includes spider-hunting wasps).]













diggings

 
/ˈdiɡiNGz/






plural noun



1.
 
a site such as a mine or goldfield that has been excavated




•
 
hills scarred with peat diggings.










2.
 
material that has been dug from the ground.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 lodgings.













digging stick






noun




a primitive digging implement consisting of a pointed stick, sometimes weighted with a stone.














dight

 
/dīt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 clothed or equipped.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 make ready for a use or purpose; prepare




•
 
let the meal be dighted.

















– origin

 Middle English: past participle of archaic 
dight

 ‘order, deal with,’ based on Latin 
dictare

 ‘compose (in language), order.’ The wide and varied use of the word in Middle English is reflected dialectally.





digicam

 
/ˈdijəˌkam/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a digital camera.











– origin

 blend.





digipak

 
/ˈdijipak/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of packaging for CDs or DVDs, typically made from cardboard with an internal plastic holder for one or more discs.











– origin

 1980s: from digital
 and pack
 1
 .






digipet

 
/ˈdijəˌpet/





I.
 
noun




another term for cyberpet
 .











– origin

 blend of 
digital

 and 
pet

 .






digit

 
/ˈdijit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the numerals from 0 to 9, especially when forming part of a number.




2.
 
a finger (including the thumb) or toe.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 an equivalent structure at the end of the limbs of many higher vertebrates.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
digitus

 ‘finger, toe’; 
sense

 1 arose from the practice of counting on the fingers.






digital

 
/ˈdijidl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of signals or data) expressed as series of the digits 0 and 1, typically represented by values of a physical quantity such as voltage or magnetic polarization.

Often contrasted with analog
 .




2.
 
relating to, using, or storing data or information in the form of digital signals




•
 
digital TV




•
 
a digital recording.










3.
 
involving or relating to the use of computer technology




•
 
the digital revolution.










4.
 
(of a clock or watch) showing the time by means of displayed digits rather than hands or a pointer.




5.
 
of or relating to a finger or fingers.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
digitalis

 , from 
digitus

 ‘finger, toe.’





digital audiotape

 
/ˈdijidl ˈôdēōˌtāp /

 
DAT






noun




magnetic tape used to make digital sound recordings of very high quality.













digital camera

 
/ˌdijitlˈkamərə/






noun




a camera that records and stores digital images.













digital cash

 
digital money






noun




money that may be transferred electronically from one party to another during a transaction.













digital compact cassette

 
DCC






noun




a format for tape cassettes similar to ordinary audiocassettes but with digital rather than analog recording.













digital compression






noun




a method of reducing the number of bits (zeros and ones) in a digital signal by using mathematical algorithms to eliminate redundant information.













digital detox






noun






‹informal›

 a period of time during which a person refrains from using electronic devices such as smartphones or computers, regarded as an opportunity to reduce stress or focus on social interaction in the physical world




•
 
break free of your devices and go on a digital detox.



















digital divide






noun




the gulf between those who have ready access to computers and the Internet, and those who do not




•
 
a worrying “digital divide” based on race, gender, educational attainment, and income.



















digital footprint






noun




the information about a particular person that exists on the Internet as a result of their online activity




•
 
there are several ways to ensure your digital footprint doesn't damage your reputation.



















digital frame






noun




a device for displaying a revolving selection of digital photographs, which can be uploaded directly from a digital camera or memory card.













digital humanities






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
an academic field concerned with the application of computational tools and methods to traditional humanities disciplines such as literature, history, and philosophy




•
 
I'm teaching a graduate seminar in 
the digital humanities

 .



















digital immigrant






noun




a person born or brought up before the widespread use of digital technology.




•
 
chances are many digital immigrants will find managing online privacy a daunting prospect.



















digitalin

 
/ˌdijiˈtalən/





I.
 
noun




a drug containing the active constituents of digitalis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from digitalis
 + -in
 1
 .






digitalis

 
/ˌdijiˈtaləs/





I.
 
noun




a drug prepared from the dried leaves of foxglove and containing substances (notably digoxin and digitoxin) that stimulate the heart muscle.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the modern Latin genus name of the foxglove, from 
digitalis (herba

 ) ‘(plant) relating to the finger,’ from 
digitus

 ‘finger, toe’; suggested by German 
Fingerhut

 ‘thimble or foxglove.’





digitalize1


 
/ˈdijədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb




another term for digitize
 .








II.
 
derivatives





digitalization

 
/ˌdijidəlīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdijidələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















digitalize2


 
/ˈdijədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 administer digitalis or digoxin to (a patient with a heart complaint).








II.
 
derivatives





digitalization

 
/ˌdijidəlīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdijidələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















digital locker






noun






[Computing]

 an Internet service that allows registered users to access music, movies, videos, photographs, games, and other multimedia files.













digitally

 
/ˈdijidəlē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of digital or computer technology




•
 
all our TV shows are recorded digitally




•
 
digitally enhanced images.










2.
 
with reference to the fingers




•
 
he was the nimble soloist in the violin concerto, digitally dexterous in the final movement.



















Digital Millennium Copyright Act

 
DMCA






noun




a 1998 US law intended to update copyright law for electronic commerce and electronic content providers. It criminalizes the circumvention of electronic and digital copyright protection systems.













digital native






noun




a person born or brought up during the age of digital technology and therefore familiar with computers and the Internet from an early age.




•
 
the digital tools that are reshaping our economy make more sense to young digital natives than to members of older generations.



















digital object identifier

 
DOI






noun






[Computing]

 a unique and persistent string of characters used to identify a journal article, website, or other item of intellectual property, typically one in digital form.














digital signature

 
//






noun






[Computing]

 a type of electronic signature that encrypts documents with digital codes that are particularly difficult to duplicate.













digital subscriber line






noun






[Computing]

 see DSL
 .













digital television

 
/ /

 
DTV






noun




television broadcasting in which the pictures are transmitted as digital signals that are decoded by a device in or attached to the receiving television set.













digital-to-analog converter






noun




an electronic device for converting digital signals to analog form.













digital versatile disc






noun






[Computing]

 see DVD
 .














digital video recorder






noun




a device that records audio and video input, typically from a television signal, on to a hard disk.













digitate

 
/ˈdijiˌtāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 shaped like a spread hand




•
 
digitate leaves




•
 
a digitate delta.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
digitatus

 , from 
digitus

 ‘finger, toe.’





digitation

 
/ˌdijiˈtāSHən/






noun






[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a fingerlike protuberance or division.














digitigrade

 
/ˈdijədəɡrād/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a mammal) walking on its toes and not touching the ground with its heels, as a dog, cat, or rodent.

Compare with plantigrade
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
digitus

 ‘finger, toe’ + 
-gradus

 ‘-walking.’





digitization

 
/ˌdijədəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the conversion of text, pictures, or sound into a digital form that can be processed by a computer




•
 
the digitization of the rare map collection at the library




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
digitization projects of archival material.




















digitize

 
/ˈdijəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
digitized

 )


1.
 
convert (pictures or sound) into a digital form that can be processed by a computer.








II.
 
derivatives





digitizer

 
/ˈdijəˌtīzər /






noun






















digitoxin

 
/ˌdijiˈtäksin/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound with similar properties to digoxin and found with it in the foxglove and similar plants.













diglossia

 
/dīˈɡlôsēə dīˈɡläsēə/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a situation in which two languages (or two varieties of the same language) are used under different conditions within a community, often by the same speakers. The term is usually applied to languages with distinct “high” and “low” (colloquial) varieties, such as Arabic.








II.
 
derivatives





diglossic

 
/-sik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
diglōssos

 ‘bilingual,’ on the pattern of French 
diglossie

 .





dignified

 
/ˈdiɡnəˌfīd/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a composed or serious manner that is worthy of respect




•
 
she maintained a dignified silence




•
 
a dignified old lady.














II.
 
derivatives





dignifiedly

 
/-ˌfī(ə)dlē /






adverb





















dignify

 
/ˈdiɡnəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) seem worthy and impressive




•
 
the Americans had dignified their departure with a ceremony.










2.
 
give an impressive name to (someone or something that one considers worthless)




•
 
dumps are increasingly 
dignified as

 landfills.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dignefier

 , from late Latin 
dignificare

 , from Latin 
dignus

 ‘worthy.’





dignitary

 
/ˈdiɡnəˌterē/





I.
 
noun




a person considered to be important because of high rank or office.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from dignity
 , on the pattern of the pairs 
propriety

 , 
proprietary

 .






dignity

 
/ˈdiɡnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being worthy of honor or respect




•
 
a man of dignity and unbending principle




•
 
the dignity of labor.










2.
 
a composed or serious manner or style




•
 
he bowed with great dignity.










3.
 
a sense of pride in oneself; self-respect




•
 
it was 
beneath his dignity

 to shout.










4.
 
a high or honorable rank or position




•
 
he promised dignities to the nobles in return for his rival's murder.














II.
 
phrases





stand on one's dignity






insist on being treated with due respect.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dignete

 , from Latin 
dignitas

 , from 
dignus

 ‘worthy.’





digoxin

 
/dəˈjäksən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous compound present in the foxglove and other plants. It is a steroid glycoside and is used in small doses as a cardiac stimulant.











– origin

 1930s: contraction of digitoxin
 .





digraph

 
/ˈdīˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a combination of two letters representing one sound, as in 
ph

 and 
ey

 .




2.
 


[Printing]

 a character consisting of two joined letters; a ligature.








II.
 
derivatives





digraphic

 
/dīˈɡrafik /






adjective





















digress

 
/dīˈɡres/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave the main subject temporarily in speech or writing




•
 
I have 
digressed

 a little 
from

 my original plan.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
digresser






noun













2.
 
digressive

 
/dīˈɡresiv /






adjective













3.
 
digressively

 
/-ˈɡresivlē /






adverb













4.
 
digressiveness

 
/-ˈɡresivnis /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
digress-

 ‘stepped away,’ from the verb 
digredi

 , from 
di-

 ‘aside’ + 
gradi

 ‘to walk.’





digression

 
/ˌdīˈɡreSH(ə)n/






noun




a temporary departure from the main subject in speech or writing




•
 
let's return to the main topic after that brief digression.



















digs

 
/diɡz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 living quarters




•
 
settled into new digs in Los Angeles.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: short for 
diggings

 , used in the same sense, probably referring to the land where a farmer digs, i.e., works and, by extension, lives.






dihedral

 
/dīˈhēdrəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or contained by two plane faces




•
 
a dihedral angle.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an angle formed by two plane faces.




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 inclination of an aircraft's wing from the horizontal, especially upward away from the fuselage.

Compare with anhedral
 .




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Climbing]

 a place where two planes of rock meet at an angle of between 60° and 120°.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + 
-hedral

 (see -hedron
 ).





dihybrid

 
/dīˈhībrid/






noun






[Genetics]

 a hybrid that is heterozygous for alleles of two different genes


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dihybrid cross.



















dihydric

 
/dīˈhīdrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an alcohol) containing two hydroxyl groups.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + hydrogen
 + -ic
 .





dihydrotestosterone

 
/dīˌhīdrōtesˈtästəˌrōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a male sex hormone that is the active form of testosterone, formed from testosterone in bodily tissue.











– origin

 1950s: from 
dihydro-

 (in the sense ‘containing two hydrogen atoms in the molecule’) + testosterone
 .





dihydroxyacetone

 
/ˌdīhīˌdräksēˈasətōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic compound with strong reducing properties, used in lotions for coloring the skin in sunlight.

[Chem. formula: (CH2
 OH)CO.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
dihydroxy-

 (in the sense ‘containing two hydroxyl groups in the molecule’) + acetone
 .





Dijon

 
/dēˈZHôN, dēˈZHän/






an industrial city in eastern central France, the capital of Burgundy; pop. 155,340 (2006).









Dijon mustard






noun




a medium-hot mustard, typically prepared with white wine and originally made in Dijon, France.













dik-dik

 
/ˈdikdik/





I.
 
noun




a dwarf antelope found on the dry savanna of Africa, the female of which is larger than the male.

[Genus 
Madoqua

 , family 
Bovidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: a local word in East Africa, imitative of its call.






dike1


 
/dīk /

 
dyke





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long wall or embankment built to prevent flooding from the sea.




2.
 
(often in place names) a low wall or earthwork serving as a boundary or defense




•
 
Offa's Dike.










3.
 
a causeway.




4.
 


[Geology]

 an intrusion of igneous rock cutting across existing strata.

Compare with sill
 .




5.
 
a ditch or watercourse.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
diked

 )


1.
 
provide (land) with a wall or embankment to prevent flooding.








III.
 
phrases





put one's finger in the dike






attempt to stem the advance of something undesirable.

[from a story of a small Dutch boy who saved his community from a flood by placing his finger in a hole in a dike.]















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a trench or ditch): from Old Norse 
dík

 , related to ditch
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun has been influenced by Middle Low German 
dīk

 ‘dam’ and Middle Dutch 
dijc

 ‘ditch, dam.’





dike2


 
/dīk/






noun




variant spelling of dyke
 1
 .













diktat

 
/dikˈtät/





I.
 
noun




an order or decree imposed by someone in power without popular consent




•
 
a diktat from the Bundestag




•
 
he can disband the legislature and rule by diktat.

















– origin

 1930s: from German, from Latin 
dictatum

 ‘something dictated,’ neuter past participle of 
dictare

 .





DIL1







abbreviation






[Electronics]

 dual in-line (package).

See DIP
 .













DIL2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's daughter-in-law




•
 
my son and DIL are both elementary school teachers.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





Dilantin

 
/ˌdīˈlantin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 trademark for phenytoin
 .











– origin

 1930s: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + 
-l-

 + 
(hyd)ant(o)in

 .





dilapidate

 
/dəˈlapəˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cause (something) to fall into disrepair or ruin.








II.
 
derivatives





dilapidation






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘waste, squander’): from Latin 
dilapidat-

 ‘demolished, squandered,’ from the verb 
dilapidare

 , literally ‘scatter as if throwing stones,’ from 
di-

 ‘apart, abroad’ + 
lapis

 , 
lapid-

 ‘stone.’





dilapidated

 
/dəˈlapəˌdādəd/






adjective




(of a building or object) in a state of disrepair or ruin as a result of age or neglect.













dilatancy

 
/dīˈlātnsē/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the phenomenon exhibited by some fluids, sols, and gels in which they become more viscous or solid under pressure.













dilatation

 
/ˌdiləˈtāSHən ˌdīləˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Physiology]

 the action of dilating a vessel or opening or the process of becoming dilated.




2.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Physiology]

 a dilated part of a hollow organ or vessel.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
dilatatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dilatare

 (see dilate
 ).






dilate

 
/dīˈlāt ˈdīˌlāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become wider, larger, or more open


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her eyes dilated with horror




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the woman dilated her nostrils.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dilate on

 )
 — speak or write at length on (a subject).








II.
 
derivatives





dilatable

 
/dīˈlādəbəl dəˈlādəbəl ˈdīˌlādəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dilater

 , from Latin 
dilatare

 ‘spread out,’ from 
di-

 ‘apart’ + 
latus

 ‘wide.’





dilation

 
/dīˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Physiology]

 the action or condition of becoming or being made wider, larger, or more open




•
 
nitric oxide causes dilation of the blood vessels




•
 
dilation of the pupils of the eye.










2.
 
(
dilation on

 )
 — the action of speaking or writing at length on (a subject)




•
 
the main editorial involved no dilation on the privileges or responsibilities of citizenship




•
 
dilations on Alpha Male psychology aren't overdone.




















dilation and curettage

 
dilatation and curettage
 , D and C






noun






[Medicine]

 a surgical procedure involving dilatation of the cervix and curettage of the uterus, performed after a miscarriage or for the removal of cysts or tumors.













dilator

 
/ˈdīlādər dīˈlādər dəˈlādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that dilates something, in particular




2.
 
(also 
dilator muscle

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction dilates an organ or aperture, such as the pupil of the eye.




3.
 
a surgical instrument for dilating a tube or cavity in the body.




4.
 
a vasodilatory drug.













dilatory

 
/ˈdiləˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slow to act




•
 
he had been dilatory in appointing a solicitor.










2.
 
intended to cause delay




•
 
they resorted to dilatory procedural tactics, forcing a postponement of peace talks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dilatorily

 
/ˌdiləˈtôrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dilatoriness

 
/ˈdiləˌtôrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
dilatorius

 ‘delaying,’ from Latin 
dilator

 ‘delayer,’ from 
dilat-

 ‘deferred,’ from the verb 
differre

 .





dildo

 
/ˈdildō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object shaped like an erect penis used for sexual stimulation.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid or ridiculous person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





dilemma

 
/diˈlemə dīˈlemə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a situation in which a difficult choice has to be made between two or more alternatives, especially equally undesirable ones




•
 
the people often face the dilemma of feeding themselves or their cattle.










2.
 
a difficult situation or problem




•
 
the insoluble dilemma of adolescence.










3.
 


[Logic]

 an argument forcing an opponent to choose either of two unfavorable alternatives.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a form of argument involving a choice between equally unfavorable alternatives): via Latin from Greek 
dilēmma

 , from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
lēmma

 ‘premise.’ / 
usage:

 At its core, a 
dilemma

 is a situation in which a difficult choice has to be made between two or more alternatives (this is my 
dilemma

 : do I stay here for the job security, or do I risk it all for the chance of a better career?). More informally, 
dilemma

 can mean ‘a difficult situation or problem’ (as in the insoluble 
dilemma

 of adolescence). Some traditionalists object to this weakened use, but it is recorded as early as the first part of the 17th century, and is now widespread and generally acceptable.Note that 
dilemma

 is spelled with a double 
m

 in the middle, not as 
-mn-

 .





dilettante

 
/ˌdiləˈtänt diləˈtäntē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who cultivates an area of interest, such as the arts, without real commitment or knowledge


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dilettante approach to science.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person with an amateur interest in the arts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dilettantish

 
/ˌdiləˈtäntiSH /






adjective













2.
 
dilettantism

 
/ˌdiləˈtänˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, ‘person loving the arts,’ from 
dilettare

 ‘to delight,’ from Latin 
delectare

 .





Dili

 
/ˈdilē/






the capital and chief port of East Timor, on the northern coast of the island; pop. 171,400 (2009).









diligence1


 
/ˈdiləjəns/





I.
 
noun




careful and persistent work or effort.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘close attention, caution’): via Old French from Latin 
diligentia

 , from 
diligent-

 ‘assiduous’ (see diligent
 ).





diligence2


 
/ˈdiləjəns/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a public stagecoach.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, shortened from 
carrosse de diligence

 ‘coach of speed.’






diligent

 
/ˈdiləjənt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing care and conscientiousness in one's work or duties




•
 
many caves are located only after a diligent search.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
diligens

 , 
diligent-

 ‘assiduous,’ from 
diligere

 ‘love, take delight in.’





diligently

 
/ˈdiləjən(t)lē/






adverb




in a way that shows care and conscientiousness in one's work or duties




•
 
he spends his nights diligently working on his dissertation




•
 
I searched diligently for a remedy.



















dill

 
/dil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic annual herb of the parsley family, with fine blue-green leaves and yellow flowers. The leaves and seeds of dill are used for flavoring and for medicinal purposes.

[
Anethum graveolens

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
dillweed

 or 
dill weed

 )
 — the fresh or dried leaves of the dill plant used to flavor food.











– origin

 Old English 
dile

 , 
dyle

 ; related to Dutch 
dille

 and German 
Dill

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





Dillinger, John

 
/ˈdilinjər/






(1903–34), US criminal. He was a bank robber who made daring escapes from jail and was named “Public Enemy Number 1” by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). He was eventually betrayed by the “lady in red” in an ambush set up by the FBI.









dill pickle

 
/dil ˈpikəl/






noun




pickled cucumber flavored with dill.













dill water






noun




an extract distilled from dill, used to relieve flatulence.













dilly

 
/ˈdilē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an excellent example of a particular type of person or thing




•
 
that's a dilly of a breakfast recipe.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘delightful’): alteration of the first syllable of delightful
 or delicious
 .





dilly-dally

 
/ˈdilēˌdalē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 waste time through aimless wandering or indecision




•
 
don't dilly-dally for too long.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: reduplication of dally
 .





dilophosaur

 
/dīˈläfəsôr /

 
dilophosaurus





I.
 
noun




one of the earliest of the large bipedal dinosaurs, which had two long crests on the head and occurred in the early Jurassic period.

[Genus 
Dilophosaurus

 , infraorder 
Carnosauria

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





dilophosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
dilophos

 ‘two-crested’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





diluent

 
/ˈdilyəwənt /

 

‹technical›






I.
 
noun




a substance used to dilute something.








II.
 
adjective




acting to cause dilution.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a medicine used to increase the proportion of water in the blood): from Latin 
diluent-

 ‘dissolving,’ from the verb 
diluere

 .





dilute

 
/dīˈlo͞ot dəˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a liquid) thinner or weaker by adding water or another solvent to it




•
 
bleach can be diluted with cold water.










2.
 
make (something) weaker in force, content, or value by modifying it or adding other elements to it




•
 
the reforms have been diluted.










3.
 
reduce the value of (a shareholding) by issuing more shares in a company without increasing the values of its assets.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a liquid) made thinner or weaker by having had water or another solvent added to it.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solution) having a relatively low concentration of solute




•
 
a dilute solution of potassium permanganate.










3.
 
(of color or light) weak or low in concentration




•
 
a short measure of dilute sun.














III.
 
derivatives





diluter

 
/dəˈlo͞odər dīˈlo͞odər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
dilut-

 ‘washed away, dissolved,’ from the verb 
diluere

 .





dilution

 
/dīˈlo͞oSHn diˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of making a liquid more dilute.




2.
 
the action of making something weaker in force, content, or value




•
 
he is resisting any dilution of dogma.










3.
 
a liquid that has been diluted.




4.
 
the degree to which a solution has been diluted




•
 
the antibody was applied 
at a dilution of

 1:50.










5.
 
a reduction in the value of a shareholding due to the issue of additional shares in a company without an increase in assets.








II.
 
derivatives





dilutive

 
/-ˈlo͞otiv /






adjective






[chiefly Finance]
























diluvial

 
/dəˈlo͞ovēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a flood or floods, especially the biblical Flood.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
diluvialis

 , from 
diluvium

 ‘deluge,’ from 
diluere

 ‘wash away.’





diluvian

 
/dəˈlo͞ovēən/






adjective




another term for diluvial
 .













dim

 
/dim/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a light, color, or illuminated object) not shining brightly or clearly




•
 
her face was softened by the dim light.










2.
 
(of an object or shape) made difficult to see by darkness, shade, or distance




•
 
a dim figure in the dark kitchen.










3.
 
(of a room or space) made difficult to see in by darkness




•
 
long dim corridors.










4.
 
(of the eyes) not able to see clearly




•
 
his eyes became dim.










5.
 
(of a sound) indistinct or muffled




•
 
the dim drone of their voices.










6.
 
(of prospects) not giving cause for hope or optimism




•
 
their prospects for the future looked pretty dim.










7.
 
not clearly recalled or formulated in the mind




•
 
she had dim memories of that time




•
 
the matter was in the dim and distant past.










8.
 


‹informal›

 stupid or slow to understand




•
 
you're just incredibly dim.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become less bright or distinct


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a smoky inferno that dimmed the sun




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the lights dimmed and the curtains parted.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lower (a vehicle's headlights) from high to low beam


(as 
adj.

 
dimmed

 )


•
 
the car moved slowly, its headlights dimmed.










3.
 
make or become less intense or favorable


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the difficulty in sleeping couldn't dim her happiness




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company's prospects have dimmed.










4.
 
make or become less able to see clearly


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
your sight is dimmed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his eyes dimmed.














III.
 
phrases





take a dim view of






regard with disapproval.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dimmish






adjective













2.
 
dimness

 
/ˈdimnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dim

 , 
dimm

 , of Germanic origin; related to German dialect 
timmer

 .





dim.






abbreviation



1.
 
dimension.




2.
 
diminuendo.




3.
 
diminutive.













DiMaggio, Joe

 
/dəˈmajēˌō/






(1914–99), US baseball player; full name 
Joseph Paul DiMaggio

 ; called 
Joltin’ Joe

 and the 
Yankee Clipper

 . Star of the New York Yankees 1936–51, he was renowned for his outstanding batting ability and for his outfield play. In 1941, he achieved a 56-game hitting streak, a record that has not been challenged. He was briefly married to Marilyn Monroe in 1954. Baseball Hall of Fame (1955).









dime

 
/dīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ten-cent coin.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a small amount of money




•
 
he didn't have a dime.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for dime bag
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a dime a dozen








‹informal›

 very common and of no particular value




•
 
experts in this field are a dime a dozen.















2.
 
drop a (or the) dime on someone








‹informal›

 inform on someone.









3.
 
get off the dime








‹informal›

 be decisive and show initiative




•
 
at some point you have to get off the dime and do something.















4.
 
on a dime








‹informal›

 used to refer to a maneuver that can be performed by a moving vehicle or person within a small area or short distance




•
 
boats that can 
turn on a dime

 .





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
disme

 , from Latin 
decima pars

 ‘tenth part.’ The word originally denoted a tithe or tenth part; the modern sense ‘ten-cent coin’ dates from the late 18th cent.






dime bag

 
/ˈdīm ˌbaɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a specified amount of an illegal drug, packaged and sold for a fixed price.













dime novel

 
/dīm ˈnävəl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a cheap, popular novel, typically a melodramatic romance or adventure story.













dimension

 
/dəˈmen(t)SH(ə)n dīˈmen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aspect or feature of a situation, problem, or thing




•
 
sun-dried tomatoes add a new dimension to this sauce.










2.
 
(usu. 
dimensions

 )
 — a measurable extent of some kind, such as length, breadth, depth, or height




•
 
the final dimensions of the pond were 14 ft. x 8 ft




•
 
the drawing must be precise 
in dimension

 .










3.
 
a mode of linear extension of which there are three in space and two on a flat surface, which corresponds to one of a set of coordinates specifying the position of a point.




4.
 


[Physics]

 an expression for a derived physical quantity in terms of fundamental quantities such as mass, length, or time, raised to the appropriate power (acceleration, for example, having the dimension of 
length

 × 
time

 2
 ).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or shape (something) to particular measurements.




2.
 
mark (a diagram) with measurements


(as 
adj.

 
dimensioned

 )


•
 
draw a dimensioned front elevation.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dimensionality

 
/diˌmenCHəˈnalətē /






noun













2.
 
dimensionally

 
/-CHənl-ē /






adjective













3.
 
dimensionless

 
/dəˈmen(t)SH(ə)nləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): via Old French from Latin 
dimensio(n-)

 , from 
dimetiri

 ‘measure out.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the 1920s.





dimensional

 
/dəˈmen(t)SH(ə)nəl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to measurements or dimensions




•
 
technicians check dimensional accuracy using coordinate measuring machines.










2.
 
having sufficient depth and substance to be believable




•
 
well-rounded, fully dimensional characters.



















dimensional analysis

 
/dəˌmen(t)SHənl əˈnaləsəs/






noun






[Mathematics]

 analysis using the fact that physical quantities added to or equated with each other must be expressed in terms of the same fundamental quantities (such as mass, length, or time) for inferences to be made about the relations between them.














dimer

 
/ˈdīmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a molecule or molecular complex consisting of two identical molecules linked together.








II.
 
derivatives





dimeric

 
/dīˈmerik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from di-
 1
 ‘two,’ on the pattern of 
polymer

 .





dimercaprol

 
/ˌdīmərˈkaprôl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, oily liquid with an unpleasant smell, used as an antidote for poisoning by mercury, arsenic, lead, and other heavy metals.

[Alternative name: 
2,3,-dimercapto-1-propanol

 ; chem. formula: CH2
 (SH)CH(SH)CH2
 OH.]











– origin

 1940s: from elements of the systematic name (see above).





dimerize

 
/ˈdīməˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 combine with a similar molecule to form a dimer




•
 
ClO dimerizes to form Cl2
 O2
 .














II.
 
derivatives





dimerization

 
/ˌdīmərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















dimerous

 
/ˈdimərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of two.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of two joints or parts.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
dimerus

 (from Greek 
dimerēs

 ‘bipartite’) + -ous
 .





dime store

 
/ˈdīm ˌstô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shop selling cheap merchandise (originally one where the maximum price was a dime).




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 cheap and inferior




•
 
plastic dime-store toys.



















dimeter

 
/ˈdimidər/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse consisting of two metrical feet.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
dimetros

 ‘of two measures,’ from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
metron

 ‘a measure.’





dimethoate

 
/dīˈmeTHōˌāt/





I.
 
noun




a crystalline, synthetic, organophosphorus compound used in solution as an insecticide.











– origin

 1960s: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + methyl
 + thio-
 + -ate
 1
 .





dimethyl sulfoxide

 
/dīˌmeTHəl səlˈfäksīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 dimethyl sulphoxide
 , DMSO






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid used as a solvent and synthetic reagent. It is readily able to penetrate the skin and is used in medicinal preparations for skin application.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )2
 SO.]













dimetric

 
/dīˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective




(in technical drawing) denoting or incorporating a method of showing projection or perspective using a set of three geometric axes, of which two are of the same scale or dimension but the third is of another.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
metron

 ‘measure’ + -ic
 .





dimetrodon

 
/dīˈmetrəˌdän/





I.
 
noun




a large, carnivorous, synapsid fossil reptile of the Permian period, with long spines on its back supporting a sail-like crest.

[Genus 
Dimetrodon

 , order 
Pelycosauria

 , subclass 
Synapsida

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + Greek 
metron

 ‘measure’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’ (taken in the sense ‘two long teeth’).





dimidiate

 
/dəˈmidēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a coat of arms or charge) adjoin (another) so that only half of each is visible.




2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
dimidiated

 )
 — 

[Heraldry]

 (of a charge) having only one half depicted.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
dimidiat-

 ‘halved,’ from the verb 
dimidiare

 , from 
dimidium

 ‘half.’





dimidiation

 
/diˌmidēˈāSHən/






noun






[Heraldry]

 the combination of two coats of arms by juxtaposing the dexter half of one and the sinister half of the other on a single shield (a practice largely superseded by impalement).














diminish

 
/dəˈminiSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become less


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a tax whose purpose is to diminish spending




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the pain will gradually diminish.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone or something) seem less impressive or valuable




•
 
the trial has aged and diminished him.














II.
 
phrases





(the law of) diminishing returns






used to refer to a point at which the level of profits or benefits gained is less than the amount of money or energy invested.












III.
 
derivatives





diminishable

 
/dəˈminəSHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: blend of archaic 
minish

 ‘diminish’ (based on Latin 
minutia

 ‘smallness’) and obsolete 
diminue

 ‘speak disparagingly’ (based on Latin 
deminuere

 ‘lessen’ (in late Latin 
diminuere

 ), from 
minuere

 ‘make small’).






diminished

 
/dəˈminiSHt/






adjective



1.
 
made smaller or less




•
 
a diminished role for local government.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — made to seem less impressive or valuable




•
 
she felt diminished by the report.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 denoting or containing an interval that is one semitone less than the corresponding minor or perfect interval




•
 
a diminished fifth.



















diminished capacity






noun






[Law]

 an unbalanced mental state that is considered to make a person less answerable for a crime and is recognized as grounds to reduce the charge.













diminished seventh






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the interval that is a semitone less than a minor seventh, e.g., from A to G flat (which in equal tuning sounds the same as a major sixth).




2.
 
(also 
diminished seventh chord

 )
 — 

[Music]

 a chord formed by a note together with those above it at intervals of a minor third, a diminished fifth, and a diminished seventh. The resulting chord consists entirely of superimposed minor thirds, and is much used in modern music in modulating between keys.














diminuendo

 
/dəˌmin(y)əˈwendō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a decrease in loudness




•
 
the sudden diminuendos are brilliantly effective.










2.
 
a musical passage to be performed with a decrease in loudness.








II.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) with a decrease in loudness


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the diminuendo chorus before the final tumult.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decrease in loudness or intensity




•
 
the singers left and the buzz diminuendoed.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘diminishing,’ from 
diminuire

 , from Latin 
deminuere

 ‘lessen’ (see diminish
 ).





diminution

 
/ˌdiməˈn(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reduction in the size, extent, or importance of something




•
 
a permanent diminution in value




•
 
the disease shows no signs of diminution.










2.
 


[Music]

 the shortening of the time values of notes in a melodic part.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
deminutio(n-)

 , from the verb 
deminuere

 (see diminish
 ).





diminutive

 
/dəˈminyədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely or unusually small




•
 
a diminutive figure dressed in black.










2.
 
(of a word, name, or suffix) implying smallness, either actual or imputed in token of affection, scorn, etc., (e.g., 
teeny

 , 
-let

 , 
-kins

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a smaller or shorter thing, in particular




2.
 
a diminutive word or suffix.




3.
 
a shortened form of a name, typically used informally




•
 
“Nick” is a diminutive of “Nicholas.”










4.
 


[Heraldry]

 a charge of the same form as an ordinary but of lesser size or width.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diminutively






adverb













2.
 
diminutiveness

 
/dəˈminyədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a grammatical term): from Old French 
diminutif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
diminutivus

 , from Latin 
deminut-

 ‘diminished,’ from the verb 
deminuere

 (see diminish
 ).





dimity

 
/ˈdimədē/





I.
 
noun




a hard-wearing, sheer cotton fabric woven with raised stripes or checks.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Italian 
dimito

 or medieval Latin 
dimitum

 , from Greek 
dimitos

 , from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
mitos

 ‘warp thread’; the origin of the final 
-y

 is unknown.





dimly

 
/ˈdimlē/






adverb



1.
 
with a faint light; not brightly




•
 
a single lamp glowed dimly in the gloom




•
 
a dimly lit corridor.










2.
 
in a faint or indistinct way; not clearly




•
 
the desert is dimly visible in the light of the moon




•
 
the dimly outlined figure of a young boy.










3.
 
in a way that is not clearly perceived or recalled




•
 
we became dimly aware of voices




•
 
I can only dimly remember the 1960s.










4.
 
used to express disapproval




•
 
he would 
look dimly upon

 any attempt to change her team




•
 
the organizers view such enterprise very dimly.



















dimmer

 
/ˈdimər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
dimmer switch

 )
 — a device for varying the brightness of an electric light.




2.
 


(US)

 a headlight with a low beam.




3.
 
(
dimmers

 )
 — small parking lights on a motor vehicle.













dimorphic

 
/dīˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 occurring in or representing two distinct forms




•
 
in this sexually dimorphic species only the males have wings.














II.
 
derivatives





dimorphism

 
/dīˈmôrfizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dimorphos

 (from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
morphē

 ‘form’) + -ic
 .





dimple

 
/ˈdimpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small depression in the flesh, either one that exists permanently or one that forms in the cheeks when one smiles.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a slight depression in the surface of something




•
 
a sheet of dimple foam.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce a dimple or dimples in the surface of (something)




•
 
a sucking swirl dimpled the water.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form or show a dimple or dimples




•
 
the water ruffled and dimpled




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dimpled

 )
 
a dimpled smile.














III.
 
derivatives





dimply

 
/ˈdimp(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to German 
Tümpel

 ‘pond.’





dim sum

 
/ˌdim ˈsəm/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese dish of small steamed or fried savory dumplings containing various fillings, served as a snack or main course.











– origin

 from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
tim sam

 , from 
tim

 ‘dot’ and 
sam

 ‘heart.’





dimwit

 
/ˈdimwit/






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid or silly person.













dimwitted

 
/ˌdimˈwidəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 stupid or silly




•
 
a dimwitted waiter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dimwittedly






adverb













2.
 
dimwittedness






noun






















din

 
/din/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a loud, unpleasant, and prolonged noise




•
 
the fans made an awful din.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
din something into

 )
 — make (someone) learn or remember something by constant repetition




•
 
the doctrine that has been dinned into all our heads.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a loud, unpleasant, and prolonged noise




•
 
the sound dinning in my ears was the telephone ringing.

















– origin

 Old English 
dyne

 , 
dynn

 (noun), 
dynian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Old High German 
tuni

 (noun) and Old Norse 
dynr

 (noun), 
dynja

 ‘come rumbling down.’





DIN

 
/din/





I.
 
noun




any of a series of technical standards originating in Germany and used internationally, especially to designate electrical connections, film speeds, and paper sizes


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a DIN socket.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: acronym from 
Deutsche Industrie-Norm

 ‘German Industrial Standard’ (as laid down by the 
Deutsches Institut für Normung

 ‘German Institute for Standards’).






dinar

 
/ˈdēnär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Serbia, equal to 100 paras.




2.
 
the basic monetary unit of certain countries of the Middle East and North Africa, equal to 1000 fils in Jordan, Bahrain, and Iraq, 1000 dirhams in Libya, and 100 centimes in Algeria.




3.
 
a monetary unit of Iran, equal to one hundredth of a rial.











– origin

 from Arabic and Persian 
dīnār

 , Turkish and Serbian 
dinar

 , via late Greek from Latin 
denarius

 (see denarius
 ).





Dinaric Alps

 
/diˌnarik ˈalps/






a mountain range in the Balkans that runs parallel to the Adriatic coast from Slovenia in the northwest, through Croatia, Bosnia, and Montenegro, to Albania in the southeast.









din-din

 
/ˈdindin/






noun




a child's word for dinner.














dine

 
/dīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat dinner




•
 
we dined at a restaurant




•
 (as 
noun

 
dining

 )
 
a dining area.










2.
 
(
dine out

 )
 — eat dinner in a restaurant or the home of friends.




3.
 
(
dine on

 )
 — eat (something) for dinner.




4.
 
(
dine out on

 )
 — regularly entertain friends with (a humorous story or interesting piece of information)




•
 
it should have been one of those stories one dines out on afterward.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (someone) to dinner




•
 
I'll dine you soon.














II.
 
phrases





wine and dine






see wine
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
disner

 , probably from 
desjëuner

 ‘to break fast,’ from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
jëun

 ‘fasting’ (from Latin 
jejunus

 ).





diner

 
/ˈdīnər/






noun



1.
 
a person who is eating, typically a customer in a restaurant.




2.
 
a dining car on a train.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small roadside restaurant with a long counter and booths, originally one designed to resemble a dining car on a train.













dinero

 
/dəˈnerˌō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 money




•
 
their pockets full of dinero.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, ‘coin, money.’





Dinesen, Isak

 
/ˈdinəsən/






see Blixen, Karen
 .









dinette

 
/dīˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small room or part of a room used for eating meals.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a set of table and chairs for a dinette.











– origin

 1930s: formed irregularly from dine
 + -ette
 .





ding1


 
/diNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a ringing sound




•
 
cash registers were dinging softly.














II.
 
exclamation




used to imitate a metallic ringing sound resembling a bell.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





ding2


 
/diNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a deliberate or accidental blow, especially a mark or dent on the bodywork of a car, boat, or other vehicle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dent (something).




2.
 
hit (someone), especially on the head




•
 
I dinged him one.










3.
 
criticize, injure, or penalize (someone)




•
 
agents who stayed on a call too long got dinged.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish 
dænge

 ‘beat, bang.’





ding-a-ling

 
/ˈdiNGəˌliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the ringing sound of a bell.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an eccentric or stupid person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





Ding an sich

 
/ˌdiNG än ˈzik/





I.
 
noun




(in Kant's philosophy) a thing as it is in itself, not mediated through perception by the senses or conceptualization, and therefore unknowable.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: German, literally ‘thing in itself.’





dingbat

 
/ˈdiNGˌbat /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a stupid or eccentric person.




2.
 
a typographical device other than a letter or numeral (such as an asterisk), used to signal divisions in text or to replace letters in a euphemistically presented vulgar word.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in early use applied to various vaguely specified objects): origin uncertain; perhaps based on obsolete 
ding

 ‘to beat, deal heavy blows.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





ding-dong

 
/ˈdiNGdôNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a silly or foolish person.








II.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
with the simple alternate chimes of or as of a bell


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the church bells go ding-dong




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
he heard the ding-dong tones.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a contest) evenly matched and intensely waged




•
 
the game was an exciting ding-dong battle.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative.





dinger

 
/ˈdiNGər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a thing outstanding of its kind




•
 
by God, ain't that a dinger!










2.
 


[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 a home run




•
 
he beat the Braves twice with extra-inning dingers.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of humdinger
 .





dinghy

 
/ˈdiNGē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small boat for recreation or racing, especially an open boat with a mast and sails.




2.
 
a small, inflatable rubber boat.




3.
 
the smallest of a ship's boats.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a rowboat used on rivers in India): from Hindi 
ḍiṅgī

 .





dingle

 
/ˈdiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 
‹dialect›

 a deep wooded valley or dell.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a deep abyss): of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





dingleberry

 
/ˈdiNGəlˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a particle of fecal matter attached to the anal hair of an animal.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(US)

 
‹informal›

 a foolish or inept person.











– origin

 1950s: from 
dingle

 of unknown origin + berry
 .





dingo

 
/ˈdiNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a wild or half-domesticated dog with a sandy-colored coat, found in Australia. It is believed to have been introduced by early Aboriginal immigrants.

[
Canis dingo

 , family 
Canidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dharuk 
din-gu

 ‘domesticated dingo.’





dingus

 
/ˈdiNGɡəs/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(S. African)

 
‹informal›

 used to refer to something whose name the speaker cannot remember, is unsure of, or is humorously or euphemistically omitting




•
 
here's a doohickey—and there's the dingus.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Afrikaans from Dutch 
ding

 ‘thing.’






dingy

 
/ˈdinjē/





I.
 
adjective




gloomy and drab




•
 
a dingy room.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dingily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
dinginess

 
/ˈdinjēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps based on Old English 
dynge

 ‘dung.’





dining car

 
/ˈdīniNG ˌkär/






noun




a railroad car equipped as a restaurant.













dining hall

 
/ˈdīniNG ˌhôl/






noun




a large room, typically in a school or other institution, in which people eat meals together.













dining room






noun




a room in a house or hotel in which meals are eaten.













dining table

 
/ˈdīniNG ˌtābəl/






noun




a table on which meals are served in a dining room.













dink1


 
/diNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a partner in a well-off working couple with no children.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
double income, no kids

 .





dink2


 
/diNGk /

 

‹chiefly Tennis›






I.
 
noun




a drop shot




•
 
a brilliantly controlled backhand dink over the net.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (the ball) with a drop shot




•
 
he dinked a shot over the net to take the second set 7–5.

















– origin

 1930s: symbolic of the light action.





Dinka

 
/ˈdiNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Sudanese people of the Nile basin.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Dinka, with about 1.4 million speakers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Dinka or their language.











– origin

 from the local word 
Jieng

 ‘people.’






dinkum

 
/ˈdiNGkəm/





I.
 
adjective






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 (of an article or person) genuine, honest, true




•
 
Andy's dinkum hat from Australia.














II.
 
phrases





fair (or square or straight) dinkum

 

‹Austral./NZ informal›






a.
 
used to emphasize or seek confirmation of the genuineness or truth of something




•
 
it's a fair dinkum Aussie wedding.










b.
 
used to emphasize that behavior complies with accepted standards




•
 
they were asking a lot for the car, but fair dinkum considering its list price.





















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





dinky

 
/ˈdiNGkē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 small; insignificant




•
 
I can't believe the dinky salaries they pay here.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Scots and northern English dialect 
dink

 ‘neat, trim,’ of unknown origin.





dinner

 
/ˈdinər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the main meal of the day, taken either around midday or in the evening.




2.
 
a formal evening meal, typically one in honor of a person or event.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
disner

 (infinitive used as a noun: see dine
 ).





dinner dance

 
/ˈdinər ˌdans/






noun




a formal social event in which guests have dinner, followed by dancing.













dinner jacket

 
/ˈdinər ˌjakət/






noun




a man's short jacket without tails, typically a black one, worn with a bow tie for formal occasions in the evening.













dinner pail





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
(chiefly US)

 a pail in which a laborer's or schoolchild's dinner is carried and kept warm.








II.
 
phrases





hand in one's dinner pail








‹informal›

 die.

















dinner party

 
/ˈdinər ˌpärdē/






noun




a social occasion at which guests eat dinner together.













dinner ring






noun




a woman's dress ring, usually with a large stone or an ornate setting, often worn on special occasions.













dinner service

 
/ˈdinər ˌsərvəs /

 
dinner set






noun




a set of matching dishes for serving a meal.













dinner theater

 
/ˈdinər ˈTHēədər/






noun




a theater in which a meal is included in the price of a ticket.













dinnerware

 
/ˈdinərˌwer/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 tableware, including plates, glassware, and cutlery.













dino

 
/ˈdīnō/






noun






‹informal›

 a dinosaur.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the palaeontologist hopes future digs will uncover new dino species previously unknown to science.



















DINO

 
/ˈdīnō/






abbreviation




Democrat in name only, referring to a member of the Democratic Party considered too conservative by more liberal members.













dinoflagellate

 
/ˌdīnōˈflajəlit, -ˌlāt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a single-celled organism with two flagella, occurring in large numbers in marine plankton and also found in fresh water. Some produce toxins that can accumulate in shellfish, resulting in poisoning when eaten.

[Division 
Dinophyta

 or class 
Dinophyceae

 , division 
Chromophycota

 (or phylum 
Dinophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as an adjective): from modern Latin 
Dinoflagellata

 (plural), from Greek 
dinos

 ‘whirling’ + Latin 
flagellum

 ‘small whip’ (see flagellum
 ).





dinosaur

 
/ˈdīnəˌsôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fossil reptile of the Mesozoic era, often reaching an enormous size.

The dinosaurs are placed, according to their hip structure, in two distantly related orders (see ornithischian
 and saurischian
 ). Some of them may have been warm-blooded, and their closest living relatives are the birds. Dinosaurs were all extinct by the end of the Cretaceous period (65 million years ago), a popular theory being that the extinctions were the result of the impact of a large meteorite.




2.
 
a person or thing that is outdated or has become obsolete because of failure to adapt to changing circumstances.








II.
 
derivatives





dinosaurian

 
/ˌdīnəˈsôrēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
dinosaurus

 , from Greek 
deinos

 ‘terrible’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’






dint

 
/dint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an impression or hollow in a surface




•
 
the soft dints at the top of a coconut.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a blow or stroke, typically one made with a weapon in fighting.




3.
 
force of attack; impact




•
 
I perceive you feel the dint of pity.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (a surface) with impressions or hollows


(as 
adj.

 
dinted

 )


•
 
the metal was dull and dinted.














III.
 
phrases





by dint of






by means of




•
 
he had gotten to where he was today by dint of sheer hard work.





















– origin

 Old English 
dynt

 ‘stroke with a weapon,’ reinforced in Middle English by the related Old Norse word 
dyntr

 ; of unknown ultimate origin. Compare with dent
 .





diocesan

 
/dīˈäsəsən/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning a diocese.








II.
 
noun




the bishop of a diocese.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
diocésain

 , from medieval Latin 
diocesanus

 , from Latin 
dioecesis

 (see diocese
 ).






diocese

 
/ˈdīəsəs ˈdīəˌsēz/





I.
 
noun




a district under the pastoral care of a bishop in the Christian Church.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diocise

 , from late Latin 
diocesis

 , from Latin 
dioecesis

 ‘governor's jurisdiction, diocese,’ from Greek 
dioikēsis

 ‘administration, diocese,’ from 
dioikein

 ‘keep house, administer.’





Diocletian

 
/ˌdīəˈklēSHən/






(245–313), Roman emperor 284–305; full name 
Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus

 . Faced with mounting military problems, in 286 he divided the empire between himself in the east and 
Maximian

 in the west. He launched the final persecution of the Christians 303.









diode

 
/ˈdīˌōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a semiconductor device with two terminals, typically allowing the flow of current in one direction only.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a thermionic tube having two electrodes (an anode and a cathode).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + a shortened form of electrode
 .






dioecious

 
/dīˈēSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant or invertebrate animal) having the male and female reproductive organs in separate individuals.

Compare with monoecious
 .








II.
 
derivatives





dioecy

 
/ˈdīˌēsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Dioecia

 (a class in Linnaeus's sexual system), from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
-oikos

 ‘house.’





Diogenes

 
/dīˈäjəˌnēz/






(
c.

 400–
c.

 325 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. The most noted of the Cynics, he emphasized self-sufficiency and the need for natural, uninhibited behavior, regardless of social conventions.









diogenite

 
/dīˈäjəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a stony meteorite of a kind consisting largely of pyroxenes and plagioclase.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
Diogenēs

 ‘descended from Zeus’ + -ite
 1
 .






diol

 
/ˈdīôl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an alcohol containing two hydroxyl groups in its molecule.











– origin

 1920s: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + -ol
 .





Diomede Islands

 
/ˈdīəmēd ˌīləndz/






two islands in the Bering Strait, separated by the International Date Line. Big Diomede belongs to Russia, and Little Diomede belongs to the US.









Dione

 
/dīˈōnē /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Saturn, the twelfth closest to the planet, discovered by Cassini in 1684. Icy with a partly cratered and partly smooth surface, it has a diameter of 696 miles (1,120 km).







– origin

 named after a Titan, the mother of Aphrodite, in Greek mythology.






Dionysian

 
/ˌdīəˈnisēən ˌdīəˈnēzēən ˌdīəˈniZHən ˌdīəˈniSHən /

 
Dionysiac






adjective



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 of or relating to the god Dionysus.




2.
 
of or relating to the sensual, spontaneous, and emotional aspects of human nature




•
 
dark, grand Dionysian music.







Compare with Apollonian
 .













Dionysius

 
/ˌdīəˈnisēəs, -ˈniSHəs/





I.
 
the name of two rulers of Syracuse.




II.
 


Dionysius I

 (
c.

 430–367 
BC

 ), ruled 405–367; known as 
Dionysius the Elder

 . A tyrannical ruler, he waged three wars against the Carthaginians for control of Sicily, the third of which resulted in his defeat at Cronium in 375.




III.
 


Dionysius II

 (
c.

 397–
c.

 344 
BC

 ), son of Dionysius I; ruled 367–357 and 346–344; known as 
Dionysius the Younger

 . He lacked his father's military ambitions and signed a peace treaty with Carthage in 367.









Dionysius Exiguus

 
/ˌdīəˌnisēəs eɡˈziɡyo͞oəs/






(died 
c.

 556), Scythian-born monk and scholar. He is noted for developing in 505 the system of dates 
BC

 and 
AD

 that is still in use today. His calculation of Jesus Christ's incarnation being 753 years after the founding of Rome has since been shown to be mistaken by several years. He is said to have taken the nickname 
Exiguus

 (“little”) as a sign of humility.









Dionysius of Halicarnassus

 
/ˌdīəˌnisēəs əv ˌhalēkärˈnasəs/






(1st century 
BC

 ), Greek historian, literary critic, and rhetorician. He lived in Rome from 30 
BC

 and is best known for his detailed history of the city, written in Greek.









Dionysius the Areopagite

 
/ˌarēˈäpəˌɡīt, -ˌjīt/






(1st century 
AD

 ), Greek churchman. His conversion by St. Paul is recorded in Acts 17:34, and according to tradition he went on to become the first bishop of Athens.










Dionysus

 
/ˌdīəˈnisəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Greek god, son of Zeus and Semele. He was originally a god of the fertility of nature, associated with wild and ecstatic religious rites; in later traditions he is a god of wine who loosens inhibitions and inspires creativity in music and poetry.

Also called Bacchus
 .









Diophantine equation

 
/ˌdīəˈfanˌtin, -tīn/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a polynomial equation with integral coefficients for which integral solutions are required.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named after Diophantus
 .






Diophantus

 
/ˌdīəˈfan(t)əs/






(
fl.

 
c.

 
AD

 250), Greek mathematician. He was the first to attempt an algebraical notation, showing in 
Arithmetica

 how to solve simple and quadratic equations.









diopside

 
/dīˈäpˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a mineral occurring as white to pale green crystals in metamorphic and basic igneous rocks. It consists of a calcium and magnesium silicate of the pyroxene group, often also containing iron and chromium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, formed irregularly from di-
 3
 ‘through’ + Greek 
opsis

 ‘aspect,’ later interpreted as derived from Greek 
diopsis

 ‘a view through.’





dioptase

 
/dīˈäptās, -tāz/





I.
 
noun




a rare mineral occurring as emerald green or blue-green crystals. It consists of a hydrated silicate of copper.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, formed irregularly from Greek 
dioptos

 ‘transparent.’






diopter

 
/dīˈäptər/





I.
 
noun




a unit of refractive power that is equal to the reciprocal of the focal length (in meters) of a given lens.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting an alidade): from French, from Latin 
dioptra

 , from Greek, from 
di-

 ‘through’ + 
optos

 ‘visible.’ The term was used in the early 17th cent. to denote an ancient form of theodolite; the current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





dioptric

 
/dīˈäptrik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the refraction of light, especially in the organs of sight or in devices that aid or improve the vision.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
dioptrikos

 , from 
dioptra

 , a kind of theodolite (see diopter
 ).





dioptrics

 
/dīˈäptriks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of optics that deals with refraction.













Dior, Christian

 
/dēˈôr/






(1905–57), French couturier. His first collection 1947 featured the narrow-waisted New Look, with tightly fitted bodices and full pleated skirts. He later created the A-line style.









diorama

 
/ˌdīəˈramə ˌdīəˈrämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a model representing a scene with three-dimensional figures, either in miniature or as a large-scale museum exhibit.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a scenic painting, viewed through a peephole, in which changes in color and direction of illumination simulate changes in the weather, time of day, etc.




3.
 
a miniature movie set used for special effects or animation.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French from dia-
 ‘through,’ on the pattern of 
panorama

 .






diorite

 
/ˈdīəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a speckled, coarse-grained igneous rock consisting essentially of plagioclase, feldspar, and hornblende or other mafic minerals.








II.
 
derivatives





dioritic

 
/ˌdīəˈritik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French, formed irregularly from Greek 
diorizein

 ‘distinguish’ + -ite
 1
 .






Dioscuri

 
/ˌdīəˈskyo͞orē /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the twins Castor and Pollux, born to Leda after her seduction by Zeus. Castor was mortal, but Pollux was immortal; at Pollux's request they shared his immortality between them, spending half their time below the earth in Hades and the other half on Olympus. They are often identified with the constellation Gemini.







– origin

 from Greek 
Dioskouroi

 ‘sons of Zeus.’





diosgenin

 
/ˌdī-äzˈjenin, dīˈäzjənin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a steroid compound obtained from Mexican yams and used in the synthesis of steroid hormones.











– origin

 1930s: from 
dios-

 (from the modern Latin genus name 
Dioscorea

 ) + 
genin

 , denoting steroids that occur as the nonsugar part of certain glycosides.





dioxane

 
/dīˈäkˌsān /

 
dioxan





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, toxic liquid used as an organic solvent.

[A heterocyclic compound with a ring of four carbon and two oxygen atoms; chem. formula: C4
 H8
 O2
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + ox-
 ‘oxygen’ + -an
 (or -ane
 2
 ).





dioxide

 
/dīˈäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing two atoms of oxygen in its molecule or empirical formula.














dioxin

 
/dīˈäksən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a highly toxic compound produced as a byproduct in some manufacturing processes, notably herbicide production and paper bleaching. It is a serious and persistent environmental pollutant.

[A heterocyclic organochlorine compound; alternative name: 
2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzoparadioxin

 ; chem. formula: C12
 H4
 O2
 Cl4
 .]




2.
 
any of the class of compounds to which dioxin belongs.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + ox-
 ‘oxygen’ + -in
 1
 .






dip

 
/dip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
dip something in/into

 )
 — put or let something down quickly or briefly in or into (liquid)




•
 
he dipped a brush in the paint.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dip into

 )
 — put a hand or tool into (a bag or container) in order to take something out




•
 
Ian dipped into his briefcase and pulled out a photograph.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dip into

 )
 — spend from or make use of (one's financial resources)




•
 
you won't have to dip into your savings.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dip into

 )
 — read only parts of (a publication) or explore (a subject) in a desultory manner.




5.
 
take (snuff).




6.
 
immerse (sheep) in a chemical solution that kills parasites.




7.
 
make (a candle) by immersing a wick repeatedly in hot wax


(as 
adj.

 
dipped

 )


•
 
dipped candles are made using simple equipment.










8.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 baptize (someone) by immersion in water.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sink, drop, or slope downward




•
 
swallows dipped and soared




•
 
the sun had dipped below the horizon.










10.
 
(of a level or amount) become lower or smaller, typically temporarily




•
 
the president's popularity has dipped




•
 
audiences dipped below 600,000 for the series.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lower or move (something) downward




•
 
the plane dipped its wings.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief swim




•
 
she went for a dip in a pool.










2.
 
a brief immersion in liquid




•
 
a dip in hot water is prescribed to destroy fruit flies.










3.
 
short for sheep dip
 .




4.
 
a cursory read of a publication or a superficial exploration of a subject




•
 
a quick dip into this document.










5.
 
a thick sauce in which pieces of food are dunked before eating




•
 
tasty garlic dip.










6.
 
a brief downward slope followed by an upward one




•
 
the road's precipitous dips and turns.










7.
 
an act of sinking or dropping briefly before rising again




•
 
a dip in the share price.










8.
 


‹technical›

 the extent to which something is angled downward from the horizontal, in particular




9.
 
(also 
magnetic dip

 )
 — the angle made with the horizontal at any point by the earth's magnetic field, or by a magnetic needle in response to this.




10.
 


[Geology]

 the angle a stratum makes with the horizontal




•
 
the cliff profile tends to be dominated by the dip of the beds.










11.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Surveying]

 the apparent depression of the horizon from the line of observation, due to the curvature of the earth.




12.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a pickpocket.




13.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or foolish person.




14.
 


‹archaic›

 a candle made by immersing a wick repeatedly in hot wax.








III.
 
phrases





dip one's toe into (or in)





a.
 
put one's toe briefly in (water), typically to check the temperature.




b.
 
begin to do or test (something) cautiously




•
 
the company has already dipped its toe into the market.





















– origin

 Old English 
dyppan

 , of Germanic origin; related to deep
 .






DIP

 
/ˌdēˌīˈpē/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 document image processing, a system for the digital storage and retrieval of documents as scanned images.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 dual in-line package, a package for an integrated circuit consisting of a rectangular sealed unit with two parallel rows of downward-pointing pins.













Dip.






abbreviation




diploma.













dip-dye

 
/ˈdipdī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
immerse (a yarn or fabric) in a special solution in order to color it.













dipeptide

 
/dīˈpepˌtīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a peptide composed of two amino-acid residues.













diphenhydramine

 
/ˌdīfenˈhīdrəmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antihistamine compound used for the symptomatic relief of allergies.

[A synthetic amine, usually used as a hydrochloride salt; chem. formula: C17
 H21
 NO.]











– origin

 1940s: from 
diphen-

 (denoting the presence of two phenyl groups) + hydr-
 + amine
 .





diphenylamine

 
/dīˈfenl-əˌmēn, -ˈfē-/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound with basic properties, used in making azo dyes and as an insecticide and larvicide.

[Chem. formula: (C6
 H5
 )2
 NH.]













diphtheria

 
/difˈTHirēə dipˈTHirēə/





I.
 
noun




an acute, highly contagious bacterial disease causing inflammation of the mucous membranes, formation of a false membrane in the throat that hinders breathing and swallowing, and potentially fatal heart and nerve damage by a bacterial toxin in the blood. It is now rare in developed countries because of immunization.

[The disease is caused by 
Corynebacterium diphtheriae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diphtherial

 
/difˈTHirēəl dipˈTHirēəl /






adjective













2.
 
diphtheritic

 
/ˌdifTHəˈritik, ˌdip- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from French 
diphthérie

 (earlier 
diphthérite

 ), from Greek 
diphthera

 ‘skin, hide.’ / 
usage:

 In the past, 
diphtheria

 was correctly pronounced with an 
f

 sound representing the two letters 
ph

 (as in 
telephone

 , 
phantom

 , and other 
ph

 words derived from Greek). In recent years, the pronunciation has shifted and today the more common pronunciation, no longer incorrect in standard English, is with a 
p

 sound. Nevertheless, the 
f

 sound remains the primary pronunciation.





diphtheroid

 
/ˈdipTHəroid ˈdifTHəˌroid/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 any bacterium of a genus that includes the diphtheria bacillus, especially one that does not cause disease.

See corynebacterium
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 similar to diphtheria.














diphthong

 
/ˈdifˌTHäNG ˈdipˌTHäNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sound formed by the combination of two vowels in a single syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves toward another (as in 
coin

 , 
loud

 , and 
side

 ).

Often contrasted with monophthong
 , triphthong
 .




2.
 
a digraph representing the sound of a diphthong or single vowel (as in 
feat

 ).




3.
 
a compound vowel character; a ligature (such as 
æ

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





diphthongal

 
/difˈTHôNG(ɡ)əl dipˈTHôNG(ɡ)əl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
diphtongue

 , via late Latin from Greek 
diphthongos

 , from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
phthongos

 ‘voice, sound.’





diphthongize

 
/ˈdifTHôNGˌīz ˈdipTHôNGˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change (a vowel) into a diphthong.








II.
 
derivatives





diphthongization

 
/ˌdipTHôNG(ɡ)əˈzāSHən ˌdipTHôNG(ɡ)īˈzāSHən ˌdifTHôNG(ɡ)əˈzāSHən ˌdifTHôNG(ɡ)īˈzāSHən /






noun






















diphycercal

 
/ˌdifəˈsərk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a fish's tail) approximately symmetrical and with the vertebral column continuing to the tip, as in lampreys.

Contrasted with heterocercal
 , homocercal
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
diphu-

 ‘of double form’ + 
kerkos

 ‘tail’ + -al
 .





diplegia

 
/ˌdīˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 paralysis of corresponding parts on both sides of the body, typically affecting the legs more severely than the arms.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two,’ on the pattern of 
hemiplegia

 and 
paraplegia

 .






diplo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
double




•
 
diplococcus.










2.
 
diploid




•
 
diplohaplontic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
diplous

 ‘double.’





diploblastic

 
/ˌdiplōˈblastik/






adjective






[Zoology]

 having a body derived from only two embryonic cell layers (ectoderm and endoderm, but no mesoderm), as in sponges and coelenterates.













diplococcus

 
/ˌdiplōˈkäkəs/






noun




a bacterium that occurs as pairs of cocci, e.g., pneumococcus.













diplodocus

 
/dəˈplädəkəs/





I.
 
noun




a huge, herbivorous dinosaur of the late Jurassic period, with a long, slender neck and tail.

[Genus 
Diplodocus

 , infraorder 
Sauropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from diplo-
 ‘double’ + Greek 
dokos

 ‘wooden beam.’






diplohaplontic

 
/ˌdiplōhapˈlän(t)ik/






adjective






[Genetics]

 (of an alga or other lower plant) having a life cycle in which full-grown haploid and diploid forms alternate.

Compare with diplontic
 and haplontic
 .














diploid

 
/ˈdipˌloid /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) containing two complete sets of chromosomes, one from each parent.

Compare with haploid
 .




2.
 
(of an organism or part) composed of diploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a diploid cell, organism, or species.








III.
 
derivatives





diploidy

 
/-ˌloidē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
diplous

 ‘double’ + -oid
 .





diploid number






noun






[Genetics]

 the number of chromosomes present in the body cells of a diploid organism.














diploma

 
/dəˈplōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a certificate awarded by an educational establishment to show that someone has successfully completed a course of study.




2.
 
an official document or charter.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘state paper’): via Latin from Greek 
diplōma

 ‘folded paper,’ from 
diploun

 ‘to fold,’ from 
diplous

 ‘double.’





diplomacy

 
/dəˈplōməsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the profession, activity, or skill of managing international relations, typically by a country's representatives abroad




•
 
the government should assign an ambassador-at-large to oversee diplomacy in the region.










2.
 
the art of dealing with people in a sensitive and effective way




•
 
his genius for tact and diplomacy.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
diplomatie

 , from 
diplomatique

 ‘diplomatic,’ on the pattern of 
aristocratie

 ‘aristocracy.’





diploma mill






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an institution or organization that grants large numbers of educational degrees based on inadequate or inferior education and assessment of the recipients




•
 
the best online schools have to amass enough alumni performance data to distinguish themselves from diploma mills.




















diplomat

 
/ˈdipləˌmat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official representing a country abroad.




2.
 
a person who can deal with people in a sensitive and effective way.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
diplomate

 , back-formation from 
diplomatique

 ‘diplomatic,’ from Latin 
diploma

 (see diploma
 ).





diplomate

 
/ˈdipləˌmāt/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a person who holds a diploma, especially a doctor certified as a specialist by a board of examiners.













diplomatic

 
/ˌdipləˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning the profession, activity, or skill of managing international relations




•
 
diplomatic relations between the United States and Britain.










2.
 
having or showing an ability to deal with people in a sensitive and effective way




•
 
that was a very diplomatic way of putting it.










3.
 
(of an edition or copy) exactly reproducing an original version




•
 
a diplomatic transcription.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to official documents’): from modern Latin 
diplomaticus

 and French 
diplomatique

 , from Latin 
diploma

 (see diploma
 ). 
Sense

 1 (late 18th cent.) is probably due to the publication of the 
Codex Juris Gentium Diplomaticus

 (1695), a collection of public documents, many of which dealt with international affairs.





diplomatically

 
/ˌdipləˈmadiklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to diplomacy or international relations




•
 
the country has been left rather isolated politically and diplomatically




•
 
they're trying to find ways to work diplomatically with our allies.










2.
 
in a sensitive and tactful way




•
 
they have to deal diplomatically with awkward patients




•
 
a difficult question to answer diplomatically.



















diplomatic corps

 
/ˈˌdipləˈmadik kô(ə)rz/






noun




the body of diplomats residing in a particular country.













diplomatic immunity

 
/ˈˌdipləˈmadik iˈmyo͞onədē/






noun




the privilege of exemption from certain laws and taxes granted to diplomats by the country in which they are working.













diplomatic pouch

 
/ˈˌdipləˈmadik pouCH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a container in which official mail is sent to or from an embassy without being subject to customs inspection.













diplomatic service






noun




another term for foreign service
 .













diplomatist

 
/dəˈplōmədəst/






noun




old-fashioned term for diplomat
 .














diplontic

 
/ˌdipˈlän(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 (of an alga or other lower plant) having a life cycle in which the main form, except for the gametes, is diploid.

Compare with haplontic
 and diplohaplontic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





diplont

 
/ˈdipˌlänt /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from diplo-
 ‘double’ + Greek 
ōn

 , 
ont-

 ‘being’ (from 
einai

 ‘be, exist’) + -ic
 .





diplopia

 
/dəˈplōpēə/






noun




technical term for double vision
 .













Diplopoda

 
/dipləˈpōdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of myriapod arthropods that comprises the millipedes.




II.
 
derivatives





diplopod

 
/ˈdipləˌpäd /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
diploos

 ‘double’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





diplotene

 
/ˈdipləˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the fourth stage of the prophase of meiosis, following pachytene, during which the paired chromosomes begin to separate into two pairs of chromatids.











– origin

 1920s: from diplo-
 ‘double’ + Greek 
tainia

 ‘band.’





Diplura

 
/dīˈplo͝orə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of small, primitive, wingless insects that resemble the true bristletails but have two bristles at the end of the abdomen.

[Order 
Diplura

 , subclass 
Apterygota

 , class 
Insecta

 (or 
Hexapoda

 ).]




II.
 
derivatives





dipluran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
pleura

 ‘side of the body.’





dip net

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a small fishing net with a long handle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch (fish) using a dip net.













dipole

 
/ˈdīˌpōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a pair of equal and oppositely charged or magnetized poles separated by a distance.




2.
 


[Physics]

 an antenna consisting of a horizontal metal rod with a connecting wire at its center.




3.
 


[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 a molecule in which a concentration of positive electric charge is separated from a concentration of negative charge.








II.
 
derivatives





dipolar

 
/dīˈpōlər /






adjective





















dipole moment






noun






[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 the mathematical product of the separation of the ends of a dipole and the magnitude of the charges.













dipper

 
/ˈdipər/






noun



1.
 
a short-tailed songbird related to the wrens, frequenting fast-flowing streams and able to swim, dive, and walk under water to feed.

[Family 
Cinclidae

 and genus 
Cinclus

 : five species, in particular the Eurasian 
dipper

 (
C. cinclus

 ).]




2.
 
a ladle or scoop.




3.
 
a person who immerses something in liquid.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 an informal term for a Baptist or Anabaptist.














dippy

 
/ˈdipē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 stupid; foolish.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





dipshit

 
/ˈdipˌSHit/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a contemptible or inept person.











– origin

 1970s: perhaps a blend of dippy
 and shit
 .





dipso

 
/ˈdipsō/






noun






‹informal›

 a person suffering from dipsomania; an alcoholic.













dipsomania

 
/ˌdipsəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




alcoholism, specifically in a form characterized by intermittent bouts of craving for alcohol.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dipsomaniac

 
/ˌdipsəˈmānēˌak ˌdipsōˈmānēˌak /






noun













2.
 
dipsomaniacal

 
/-məˈnīəkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dipso-

 (from 
dipsa

 ‘thirst’) + -mania
 .





dipstick

 
/ˈdipˌstik/






noun



1.
 
a graduated rod for measuring the depth of a liquid, especially oil in a vehicle's engine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid or inept person.













DIP switch






noun






[Computing]

 an arrangement of switches in a dual in-line package used to select the operating mode of a device such as a printer.













dipsy-doodle

 
/ˈdipsē ˌdo͞odl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a quick dipping motion, such as that made by football players to avoid a tackle.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an act or movement designed to evade, confuse, or distract an opponent or competitor.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
follow a zigzag course.














Diptera

 
/ˈdiptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a large order of insects that comprises the two-winged or true flies, which have the hind wings reduced to form balancing organs (halteres). It includes many biting forms, such as mosquitoes and tsetse flies, that are vectors of disease.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
diptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Diptera

 ; flies.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
diptera

 , neuter plural of 
dipteros

 ‘two-winged,’ from 
di-

 ‘two’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





dipteral

 
/ˈdiptərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Architecture]

 having a double peristyle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
dipteros

 (from Greek, from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing’) + -al
 .





dipteran

 
/ˈdiptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




an insect of the large order 
Diptera

 ; a fly.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting dipterans.













dipterist

 
/ˈdiptərəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who studies or collects flies.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Diptera
 + -ist
 .





dipterocarp

 
/ˈdiptərəˌkärp/





I.
 
noun




a tall forest tree from which are obtained resins and timber for the export trade, occurring mainly in Southeast Asia.

[Family 
Dipterocarpaceae

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Dipterocarpus

 , from Greek 
dipteros

 ‘two-winged’ + 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





dipterous

 
/ˈdiptərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Entomology]

 of or relating to flies of the order 
Diptera

 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 having two winglike appendages.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
dipterus

 (from Greek 
dipteros

 ‘two-winged’) + -ous
 .





diptych

 
/ˈdiptik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painting, especially an altarpiece, on two hinged wooden panels that may be closed like a book.




2.
 
an ancient writing tablet consisting of two hinged leaves with waxed inner sides.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from late Greek 
diptukha

 ‘pair of writing tablets,’ neuter plural of Greek 
diptukhos

 ‘folded in two,’ from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
ptukhē

 ‘a fold.’





dipyridamole

 
/dīˈpiridəˌmōl ˌdīpiˈridəmōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used as a coronary vasodilator to treat angina and to reduce platelet aggregation and hence the chance of thrombosis.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + 
pyr(imidine)

 + 
(piper)id(ine)

 + 
am(ino-)

 + -ol
 .





diquat

 
/ˈdīkwät/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound used in controlling plant growth, often as a nonpersistent contact herbicide.

[A bromide of a quaternary amine; chem. formula: (C5
 H4
 NCH2
 )2
 Br2
 .]











– origin

 1960s: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + quaternary
 .





dir.






abbreviation




director.














Dirac, Paul

 
/dəˈräk/






(1902–84), English theoretical physicist; full name 
Paul Adrian Maurice Dirac

 . He described the behavior of the electron, including its spin, and predicted the existence of the positron by applying Albert Einstein's theory of relativity to quantum mechanics. Nobel Prize for Physics (1933), shared with Erwin Schrödinger.










dire

 
/ˈdī(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a situation or event) extremely serious or urgent




•
 
dire consequences.










2.
 
(of a warning or threat) presaging disaster




•
 
dire warnings about breathing the fumes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
direly

 
/ˈdīrlē /






adverb













2.
 
direness

 
/ˈdīrnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
dirus

 ‘fearful, threatening.’






direct

 
/dəˈrekt dīˈrekt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extending or moving from one place to another by the shortest way without changing direction or stopping




•
 
there was no direct flight that day.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 (of apparent planetary motion) proceeding from west to east in accord with actual motion.




3.
 
without intervening factors or intermediaries




•
 
the complications are a direct result of bacteria spreading.










4.
 
(of light or heat) proceeding from a source without being reflected or blocked




•
 
ferns like a bright position out of direct sunlight.










5.
 
(of genealogy) proceeding in continuous succession from parent to child.




6.
 
(of a quotation) taken from someone's words without being changed.




7.
 
(of taxation) levied on income or profits rather than on goods or services.




8.
 
complete (used for emphasis)




•
 
nonviolence is the direct opposite of compulsion.










9.
 
(of a person or their behavior) going straight to the point; frank.




10.
 
(of evidence or proof) bearing immediately and unambiguously upon the facts at issue




•
 
there is no direct evidence that officials accepted bribes.










11.
 
perpendicular to a surface; not oblique




•
 
a direct butt joint between surfaces of steel.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
with no one or nothing in between




•
 
buy direct and save.










2.
 
by a straight route or without breaking a journey




•
 
Austrian Airlines is flying direct to Innsbruck again.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
control the operations of; manage or govern




•
 
an economic elite directed the nation's affairs.










2.
 
supervise and control (a movie, play, or other production, or the actors in it).




3.
 
(usu. 
be directed

 )
 — train and conduct (a group of musicians).




4.
 
aim (something) in a particular direction or at a particular person




•
 
heating ducts to direct warm air to rear-seat passengers




•
 
his smile was directed at Laura.










5.
 
tell or show (someone) how to get somewhere




•
 
can you direct me to the railroad station, please?










6.
 
address or give instructions for the delivery of (a letter or parcel).




7.
 
focus or concentrate (one's attention, efforts, or feelings) on




•
 
we 
direct

 our anger and frustration 
at

 family.










8.
 
(
direct something at/to

 )
 — address a comment to or aim a criticism at




•
 
he directed his criticism at media coverage of the Catholic Church




•
 
I suggest that he direct his remarks to the council.










9.
 
(
direct something at

 )
 — target a product specifically at (someone)




•
 
the book is directed at the younger reader.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 guide or advise (someone or their judgment) in a course or decision




•
 
the conscience of the credulous prince was directed by saints and bishops.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — give (someone) an official order or authoritative instruction




•
 
the judge directed him to perform community service




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he 
directed that

 no picture from his collection could be sold.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
directus

 , past participle of 
dirigere

 , from 
di-

 ‘distinctly’ or 
de-

 ‘down’ + 
regere

 ‘put straight.’






direct access






noun




the facility of retrieving data immediately from any part of a computer file, without having to read the file from the beginning.

Compare with random access
 and sequential access
 .













direct action






noun




the use of strikes, demonstrations, or other public forms of protest rather than negotiation to achieve one's demands.














direct current

 
DC






noun




an electric current flowing in one direction only.

Compare with alternating current
 .














direct debit

 
//






noun




a payment system whereby creditors are authorized to debit a customer's bank account directly at regular intervals.













direct deposit






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the electronic transfer of a payment directly from the account of the payer to the recipient's account.













direct dialing

 
/dəˈrek(t) ˈˌdī(ə)liNG dīˈrek(t) ˈˌdī(ə)liNG/





I.
 
noun




the facility of making a telephone call without connection by the operator.








II.
 
derivatives





direct dial






adjective





















direct discourse

 
/dəˈrekt dīˈrekt disˈkôrs/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for direct speech
 .













direct-drive

 
/dəˈrektˌdrīv dīˈrektˌdrīv/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to mechanical parts driven directly by a motor, without a belt or other device to transmit power.














direct examination






noun






[Law]

 the questioning of a witness by the party that has called that witness to give evidence, in order to support the case that is being made.













direct injection






noun




(in diesel engines) the use of a pump to spray fuel into the cylinder at high pressure, without the use of compressed air.













direction

 
/dəˈrekSH(ə)n dīˈrekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a course along which someone or something moves




•
 
she set off in the opposite direction




•
 
the storm was expected to take a more northwesterly direction.










2.
 
the course that must be taken in order to reach a destination




•
 
he had a terrible sense of direction.










3.
 
a point to or from which a person or thing moves or faces




•
 
a house with views in all directions




•
 


‹figurative›

 support came from an unexpected direction.










4.
 
a general way in which someone or something is developing




•
 
new directions in painting and architecture




•
 
any dialogue between them is 
a step in the right direction






•
 
it is time to change direction and find a new job.










5.
 
general aim or purpose




•
 
the campaign's lack of direction.










6.
 
the management or guidance of someone or something




•
 
under his direction, the college has developed an international reputation.










7.
 
the work of supervising and controlling the actors and other staff in a movie, play, or other production.




8.
 
(
directions

 )
 — instructions on how to reach a destination or about how to do something




•
 
Preston gave him directions to a restaurant




•
 
directions for making puff pastry.










9.
 
an authoritative order or command




•
 
to suggest that members of Congress would 
take direction

 on how to vote is an affront.














II.
 
phrases





sense of direction






a person's ability to know without explicit guidance the direction in which they are or should be moving.















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
directio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dirigere

 (see direct
 ).





directional

 
/diˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l dīˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or indicating the direction in which someone or something is situated, moving, or developing




•
 
directional signs wherever two paths joined.










2.
 
having a particular direction of motion, progression, or orientation




•
 
coiling the wire permits directional flow of the magnetic flux.










3.
 
relating to, denoting, or designed for the projection, transmission, or reception of light, radio, or sound waves in or from a particular direction or directions




•
 
a directional microphone.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
directionality

 
/diˌrekSHəˈnalitē /






noun













2.
 
directionally






adverb





















direction finder

 
/dəˈrekSHən dīˈrekSHən ˈfīndər/






noun




a special radio receiver with a system of antennas for locating the source of radio signals, used as an aid to navigation.













directionless

 
/dəˈrekSHənləs dīˈrekSHənləs/






adjective




lacking in general aim or purpose




•
 
I feel directionless and miserable.



















directive

 
/dəˈrektiv/





I.
 
noun




an official or authoritative instruction




•
 
moral and ethical directives.














II.
 
adjective




involving the management or guidance of operations




•
 
he is seeking a directive role in energy policy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from medieval Latin 
directivus

 , from 
direct-

 ‘guided, put straight,’ from the verb 
dirigere

 (see direct
 ).





direct labor

 
/dəˈrekt dīˈrekt ˈlābər/






noun



1.
 
labor involved in production rather than administration, maintenance, and other support services.




2.
 
labor employed by the authority commissioning the work, not by a contractor.













directly

 
/diˈrektlē dīˈrektlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
without changing direction or stopping




•
 
they went directly to the restaurant.










2.
 
at once; immediately




•
 
I went directly after breakfast.










3.
 


‹dated›

 in a little while; soon




•
 
I'll be back directly.










4.
 
with nothing or no one in between




•
 
the decisions directly affect people's health




•
 
the security forces were directly responsible for the massacre.










5.
 
exactly in a specified position




•
 
the ceiling directly above the door




•
 
the houses directly opposite.










6.
 
in a frank way




•
 
she spoke simply and directly.














II.
 
conjunction






(Brit.)

 as soon as




•
 
she fell asleep directly she got into bed.



















direct mail





I.
 
noun




unsolicited advertising sent to prospective customers through the mail.








II.
 
derivatives





direct mailing






noun





















direct marketing






noun




the business of selling products or services directly to the public, e.g., by mail order or telephone selling, rather than through retailers.













directness

 
/dəˈrek(t)nəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being plain and straightforward




•
 
he was renowned for the clarity and directness of his sermons




•
 
I like the simplicity and directness of the image.










2.
 
the quality of proceeding in a straight line without deflection




•
 
despite the directness of the route, the old road was terribly difficult




•
 
she had a directness of aim.




















direct object






noun




a noun phrase denoting a person or thing that is the recipient of the action of a transitive verb, for example 
the dog

 in 
Jimmy fed the dog

 .

Compare with indirect object
 .













Directoire

 
/dəˌrekˈtwär/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a neoclassical decorative style intermediate between the more ornate Louis XVI style and the Empire style, prevalent during the French Directory (1795–99).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from Late Latin 
directorius

 , from 
director

 ‘one who directs, director.’





Directoire drawers

 
Directoire knickers






plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 underpants that are straight, full, and knee-length.














director

 
/diˈrektər dīˈrektər /

 
dir.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is in charge of an activity, department, or organization




•
 
he has been appointed finance director.










2.
 
a member of the board of people that manages or oversees the affairs of a business.




3.
 
a person who supervises the actors, camera crew, and other staff for a movie, play, television program, or similar production.




4.
 
short for musical director
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
directour

 , from late Latin 
director

 ‘governor,’ from 
dirigere

 ‘to guide.’





directorate

 
/dəˈrekt(ə)rət/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the board of directors of a company.




2.
 
a section of a government department in charge of a particular activity




•
 
the Directorate of Intelligence.



















director general






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the chief executive of a large organization.













directorial

 
/dəˌrekˈtôrēəl ˌdīrekˈtôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to a person who supervises the actors and other staff in a movie, play, or similar production




•
 
his big-screen directorial debut




•
 
his directorial style is casual and unhurried.










2.
 
relating to a person who is in charge of a department or organization




•
 
Matthews served in a variety of directorial positions




•
 
directorial duties.



















director's chair






noun




a folding armchair with crossed legs and a canvas seat and back piece.













director's cut






noun




a version of a movie that reflects the director's original intentions, released after the first studio version.













directorship

 
/dəˈrektərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the office or position of being in charge of an activity, department, or organization




•
 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation rose to prominence under the directorship of J. Edgar Hoover




•
 
I was offered the directorship of the Museum of Fine Arts.










2.
 
membership on the board of people that manages the affairs of a business




•
 
she has held a number of directorships, including seats on local radio stations




•
 
he collected a couple of part-time jobs, including a directorship of Guardian Media Group.



















directory

 
/diˈrektərē dīˈrektərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book listing individuals or organizations alphabetically or thematically with details such as names, addresses, and telephone numbers.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a file that consists solely of a set of other files (which may themselves be directories).




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a book of directions for the conduct of Christian worship, especially in Presbyterian and Roman Catholic churches.




4.
 
(
the Directory

 )
 — the revolutionary government in France 1795–99, comprising two councils and a five-member executive. It maintained an aggressive foreign policy but could not control events at home and was overthrown by Napoleon Bonaparte.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘something that directs’): from late Latin 
directorium

 , from 
director

 ‘governor,’ from 
dirigere

 ‘to guide.’





directory assistance

 
/dəˈrektərē dīˈrektərē əˈsistəns/






plural noun




a telephone service used to find out someone's telephone number.













direct payment






noun




another term for direct debit
 .













direct proportion

 
direct ratio






noun




the relation between quantities whose ratio is constant




•
 
sensors emit an electronic signal 
in direct proportion to

 the amount of light detected.



















directress

 
/dəˈrektrəs /

 
directrice





I.
 
noun




a female director.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from director
 + -ess
 1
 ; the variant 
directrice

 is an adopted French form.





directrix

 
/dəˈrektriks/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 a fixed line used in describing a curve or surface.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘directress,’ based on Latin 
dirigere

 ‘to guide.’





direct rule






noun




a system of government in which a province is controlled by a central government.














direct speech






noun




the reporting of speech by repeating the actual words of a speaker, for example 
“I'm going,” she said

 .

Contrasted with reported speech
 .













direct tax






noun




a tax, such as income tax, that is levied on the income or profits of the person who pays it, rather than on goods or services.













direful

 
/ˈdī(ə)rfəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 extremely bad; dreadful.








II.
 
derivatives





direfully






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from dire
 + -ful
 .





dire wolf





I.
 
noun




a large extinct wolf of the Pleistocene epoch that preyed on large mammals.

[
Canis dirus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]











– origin

 
dire

 in the sense ‘threatening,’ translating the modern Latin taxonomic name.





dirge

 
/dərj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lament for the dead, especially one forming part of a funeral rite.




2.
 
a mournful song, piece of music, or poem




•
 
singers chanted dirges




•
 


‹figurative›

 the wind howled dirges around the chimney.














II.
 
derivatives





dirgeful

 
/-fəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the Office for the Dead): from Latin 
dirige!

 (imperative) ‘direct!,’ the first word of an antiphon (Psalm 5:8) used in the Latin Office for the Dead.





dirgelike

 
/ˈdərjˌlīk ˈdərdʒˌlaɪk/






adjective




(of music) having the slow, mournful character of a dirge




•
 
a dirgelike rendition of ‘The Internationale’




















dirham

 
/dəˈram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Morocco and the United Arab Emirates, equal to 100 centimes in Morocco and 100 fils in the United Arab Emirates.




2.
 
a monetary unit of Libya and Qatar, equal to one thousandth of a dinar in Libya and one hundredth of a riyal in Qatar.











– origin

 from Arabic, from Greek 
drakhmē

 , denoting an Attic weight or coin. Compare with drachma
 .





dirigible

 
/ˈdirəjəb(ə)l dəˈrijəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being steered, guided, or directed




•
 
a dirigible spotlight.














II.
 
noun




a dirigible airship, especially one with a rigid structure.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
dirigere

 ‘to direct’ + -ible
 .





dirigisme

 
/ˈdiriˌZHizəm, ˌdiriˈZHizəm, ˌdērēˈZHēsm(ə) /





I.
 
noun




state control of economic and social matters.








II.
 
derivatives





dirigiste

 
/ˌdiriˈZHēst, ˌdirē- /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from French, from the verb 
diriger

 , from Latin 
dirigere

 ‘to direct.’





diriment impediment

 
/ˌdirəmənt imˈpedəmənt/





I.
 
noun




(in ecclesiastical law) a factor that invalidates a marriage, such as the existence of a prior marriage.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
diriment

 from Latin 
diriment-

 ‘interrupting,’ from the verb 
dirimere

 .






dirk

 
/dərk/





I.
 
noun




a short dagger of a kind formerly carried by Scottish Highlanders.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dirksen, Everett M.

 
/ˈdərksən/






(1896–1969), US politician; full name 
Everett McKinley Dirksen

 . An Illinois Republican, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1933–49 and a US senator 1951–69.









dirndl

 
/ˈdərndl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
dirndl skirt

 )
 — a full, wide skirt with a tight waistband.




2.
 
a woman's dress in the style of Alpine peasant costume, with a full skirt and a close-fitting bodice.











– origin

 1930s: from south German dialect, diminutive of 
Dirne

 ‘girl.’






dirt

 
/dərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance, such as mud or dust, that soils someone or something




•
 
his face was covered in dirt.










2.
 
loose soil or earth; the ground




•
 
the soldier sagged to the dirt.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — earth used to make a surface for a road, floor, or other area of ground




•
 
a dirt road.










4.
 
short for dirt track
 .




5.
 


‹informal›

 excrement




•
 
a lawn covered in dog dirt.










6.
 
a state or quality of uncleanliness




•
 
Pittsburgh used to be renowned for the sweat and dirt of industry.










7.
 


‹informal›

 gossip, especially information about someone's activities or private life that could prove damaging if revealed




•
 
is there any 
dirt on

 Desmond?










8.
 


‹informal›

 a worthless or contemptible person or thing




•
 
she treats him like dirt.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
do someone dirt (also do dirt to someone)








‹informal›

 harm someone's reputation maliciously.









2.
 
drag the name of someone (or something) through the dirt








‹informal›

 give someone or something a bad reputation through bad behavior or damaging revelations




•
 
he condemned players for dragging the name of football through the dirt.















3.
 
eat dirt








‹informal›

 suffer insults or humiliation




•
 
the film bombed at the box office and the critics made it eat dirt.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
drit

 ‘excrement,’ an early sense in English.





dirtbag

 
/ˈdərtbaɡ/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a very unkempt or unpleasant person.













dirt bike

 
/dərt bīk/






noun




a motorcycle designed for use on rough terrain, such as unsurfaced roads or tracks, and used especially in scrambling.













dirtboard

 
/ˈdərtbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a long skateboard with larger-than-average wheels, designed for off-road use.








II.
 
derivatives





dirtboarding






noun





















dirt cheap

 
/ˈˌdərt ˈCHēp/






adverb, adjective






‹informal›

 extremely cheap


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the auctioneers let us have the stuff dirt cheap




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a dirt-cheap price.



















dirt farmer

 
/ˈdərt ˈˌfärmər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a farmer who ekes out a living from a farm or poor land, typically without the help of hired labor.








II.
 
derivatives





dirt farm






noun





















dirt-free






adjective




free from dirt; perfectly clean




•
 
pristine, dirt-free streets.



















dirt poor






adjective




extremely poor




•
 
dirt-poor villages.




















dirt track

 
/ˈdərt ˈˌtrak/





I.
 
noun




a course made of rolled cinders for motorcycle racing or of earth for flat racing.








II.
 
derivatives





dirt tracker






noun






















dirty

 
/ˈdərdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered or marked with an unclean substance




•
 
a tray of dirty cups and saucers




•
 
her boots were dirty.










2.
 
causing a person or environment to become unclean




•
 
farming is a hard, dirty job.










3.
 
(of a nuclear weapon) producing considerable radioactive fallout.




4.
 
(of a color) not bright, clear, or pure




•
 
the sea was a waste of dirty gray.










5.
 
concerned with sex in an unpleasant or obscene way




•
 
he told a stream of dirty jokes.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to emphasize one's disgust for someone or something




•
 
you dirty rat!










7.
 
(of an activity) dishonest; dishonorable




•
 
he had a reputation for dirty dealing.










8.
 
(of weather) rough, stormy, and unpleasant




•
 
the yacht was ready for dirty weather.










9.
 
(of popular music) having a distorted or rasping tone




•
 
Nirvana's dirty guitar sound.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make dirty




•
 
she didn't like him dirtying her nice clean towels.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the dirty end of the stick








‹informal›

 the difficult or unpleasant part of a task or situation.









2.
 
get one's hands dirty (or dirty one's hands)





a.
 
do manual, menial, or other hard work




•
 
unlike most chairmen, he gets his hands dirty working alongside the other managers.










b.
 


‹informal›

 become involved in dishonest or dishonorable activity




•
 
they can make a lot of money, but fat cats don't get their hands dirty.















3.
 
play dirty








‹informal›

 act in a dishonest or unfair way.









4.
 
talk dirty








‹informal›

 speak about sex in a coarse or obscene way.









5.
 
wash one's dirty laundry in public






see wash
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dirtily

 
/ˈdərdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dirtiness

 
/ˈdərdēnis /






noun





















dirty bomb

 
//






noun




a nuclear weapon improvised from radioactive nuclear waste material and conventional explosives.













dirty look






noun






‹informal›

 a facial expression of disapproval, disgust, or anger




•
 
they were giving me dirty looks for taking up so much room at the bar.



















dirty martini






noun






(US)

 a cocktail made with gin (or vodka), dry vermouth, and a small amount of olive brine, typically garnished with a green olive




•
 
the only accessory a dirty martini needs is an olive.



















dirty money






noun




money obtained unlawfully or immorally




•
 
the bank was found to have been laundering dirty money.



















dirty old man

 
/ˈdərdē ōld man/






noun






‹informal›

 an older man who is sexually interested in younger women or girls.













dirty pool






noun






‹informal›

 dishonest, unfair, or unsportsmanlike conduct.













dirty rice






noun




a Cajun dish consisting of white rice cooked with onions, peppers, chicken livers, and herbs.













dirty trick






noun



1.
 
a dishonest or unkind act.




2.
 
(
dirty tricks

 )
 — underhanded political or commercial activity designed to discredit an opponent or competitor.













dirty weekend






noun






‹informal›

 a weekend spent away, especially in secret, with a lover.













dirty word






noun



1.
 
an offensive or indecent word.




2.
 
a thing regarded with dislike or disapproval




•
 
people can talk about profit without it being a dirty word.



















dirty work






noun




activities or tasks that are unpleasant or dishonest and given to someone else to undertake.













dis

 
/dis /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak disrespectfully to or criticize




•
 
I don't like her dissing my friends




•
 
a campaign of forum postings and emails dissing the company.




•
 
maybe you should stop dissing psychics and discover that part of yourself.














II.
 
noun




disrespectful talk




•
 
the airwaves bristle with the sexual dis of shock jocks.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of disrespect
 .






dis-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
expressing negation




•
 
dislike




•
 
disquiet.










2.
 
denoting reversal or absence of an action or state




•
 
dishonor




•
 
disintegrate.










3.
 
denoting separation




•
 
discharge




•
 
disengage.










4.
 
denoting expulsion




•
 
disbar




•
 
disinherit.










5.
 
denoting removal of the thing specified




•
 
disbud




•
 
dismember.










6.
 
expressing completeness or intensification of an unpleasant or unattractive action




•
 
discombobulate




•
 
disgruntled.

















– origin

 from Latin, sometimes via Old French 
des-

 .





disability

 
/ˌdisəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
a physical or mental condition that limits a person's movements, senses, or activities.




2.
 
a disadvantage or handicap, especially one imposed or recognized by the law




•
 
he had to quit his job and go 
on disability

 .



















disable

 
/ˌdisˈāb(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a disease, injury, or accident) limit (someone) in their movements, senses, or activities




•
 
it's an injury that could disable somebody for life




•
 (as 
adj.

 
disabling

 )
 
a progressively disabling disease




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
anxiety can disrupt and disable.










2.
 
put out of action




•
 
the raiders tried to disable the alarm system.














II.
 
derivatives





disablement

 
/diˈsābəlmənt /






noun






















disabled

 
/ˌdisˈāb(ə)ld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having a physical or mental condition that limits movements, senses, or activities




•
 
facilities for disabled people




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the disabled

 )
 
the needs of the disabled.










2.
 
(of an activity, organization, or facility) specifically designed for or relating to people with a physical or mental disability.











usage:

 See usage at handicapped
 and learning disability
 .





disabled list

 
DL






noun






[Sports]

 a list of players who are not available for play, owing to injury.













disabuse

 
/ˌdisəˈbyo͞oz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (someone) that an idea or belief is mistaken




•
 
he quickly 
disabused

 me 
of

 my fanciful notions.



















disaccharide

 
/dīˈsakəˌrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of sugars whose molecules contain two monosaccharide residues.













disaccord

 
/ˌdisəˈkôrd/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 lack of agreement or harmony




•
 
the disaccord remains in effect.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 disagree; be at variance




•
 
this disaccords with the precise date.



















disadvantage

 
/ˌdisədˈvan(t)ij/





I.
 
noun




an unfavorable circumstance or condition that reduces the chances of success or effectiveness




•
 
a major disadvantage is the limited nature of the data




•
 
the impact of poverty and disadvantage on children.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place in an unfavorable position in relation to someone or something else




•
 
we are disadvantaging the next generation.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a disadvantage






in an unfavorable position relative to someone or someone else




•
 
stringent regulations have 
put

 farmers 
at a disadvantage

 .















2.
 
to one's disadvantage






so as to cause harm to one's interests or standing




•
 
his poor record inevitably worked to his disadvantage.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desavantage

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
avantage

 ‘advantage.’





disadvantaged

 
/ˌdisədˈvan(t)ijd/






adjective




(of a person or area) in unfavorable circumstances, especially with regard to financial or social opportunities




•
 
disadvantaged groups such as the elderly and unemployed




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the disadvantaged

 )
 
we began to help the disadvantaged.



















disadvantageous

 
/ˌdisadvənˈtājəs/





I.
 
adjective




involving or creating unfavorable circumstances that reduce the chances of success or effectiveness




•
 
the system was 
disadvantageous to

 the Connecticut merchants




•
 
the disadvantageous position in which some people are placed.














II.
 
derivatives





disadvantageously






adverb





















disaffected

 
/ˌdisəˈfektəd/





I.
 
adjective




dissatisfied with the people in authority and no longer willing to support them




•
 
a military plot by disaffected elements in the army.














II.
 
derivatives





disaffectedly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: past participle of 
disaffect

 , originally in the sense ‘dislike or disorder,’ from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + affect
 2
 .





disaffection

 
/ˌdisəˈfekSH(ə)n/






noun




a state or feeling of being dissatisfied with the people in authority and no longer willing to support them




•
 
there is growing 
disaffection with

 large corporations.



















disaffiliate

 
/ˌdisəˈfilēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a group or organization) end its official connection with (a subsidiary group)




•
 
the executive disaffiliated the league.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a subsidiary group) end an official connection




•
 
a region may elect to 
disaffiliate from

 a dominant state.














II.
 
derivatives





disaffiliation

 
/ˌdisəˌfilēˈāSHən /






noun





















disaffirm

 
/ˌdisəˈfərm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 repudiate; declare void




•
 
to disaffirm a contract is to say it never existed.














II.
 
derivatives





disaffirmation

 
/disˌafərˈmāSHən /






noun





















disaggregate

 
/disˈaɡrəɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate (something) into its component parts




•
 
a method for disaggregating cells.














II.
 
derivatives





disaggregation

 
/-ˌaɡriˈɡāSHən /






noun





















disagree

 
/ˌdisəˈɡrē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or express a different opinion




•
 
no one was willing to 
disagree with

 him




•
 
historians often disagree.










2.
 
(
disagree with

 )
 — disapprove of




•
 
she disagreed with the system of apartheid.










3.
 
(of statements or accounts) be inconsistent or fail to correspond




•
 
results that disagree with the findings reported so far.










4.
 
(
disagree with

 )
 — (of food, climate, or an experience) have an adverse effect on (someone)




•
 
the North Sea crossing seemed to have disagreed with her.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2, also in the sense ‘refuse to agree to’): from Old French 
desagreer

 .





disagreeable

 
/ˌdisəˈɡrēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not pleasant or enjoyable




•
 
another disagreeable thought came to him




•
 
some aspects of his work are 
disagreeable to

 him.










2.
 
unfriendly and bad-tempered




•
 
Henry was always a very disagreeable boy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disagreeableness

 
/ˌdisəˈɡrēəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
disagreeably

 
/ˈˌdisəˈɡrēəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘discordant, incongruous’): from Old French 
desagreable

 , based on 
agreer

 ‘agree.’





disagreement

 
/ˌdisəˈɡrēmənt/






noun



1.
 
lack of consensus or approval




•
 
there was some disagreement about the details




•
 
the meeting ended 
in disagreement






•
 
disagreements between parents and adolescents.










2.
 
lack of consistency or correspondence




•
 
disagreement between the results of the two assessments.



















disallow

 
/ˌdisəˈlou/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be disallowed

 )


1.
 
refuse to declare valid




•
 
the judge disallowed his evidence.














II.
 
derivatives





disallowance

 
/ˌdisəˈlouəns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘disown, refuse to accept’): from Old French 
desalouer

 .





disambiguate

 
/ˌdisamˈbiɡyəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove uncertainty of meaning from (an ambiguous sentence, phrase, or other linguistic unit).








II.
 
derivatives





disambiguation

 
/-ˌbiɡyo͞oˈāSHən /






noun





















disappear

 
/ˌdisəˈpir/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cease to be visible




•
 
he 
disappeared into

 the trees




•
 
the sun had disappeared.










2.
 
cease to exist or be in use




•
 
the tension had completely disappeared.










3.
 
(of a thing) be lost or impossible to find




•
 
my wallet seems to have disappeared.










4.
 
(of a person) go missing or (in coded political language) be killed




•
 
the family disappeared after being taken into custody.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to disappear, as by consumption




•
 
statistics show that the community disappears about 200 pounds of cabbage a year.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + appear
 , on the pattern of French 
disparaître

 .





disappearance

 
/ˌdisəˈpirəns/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an instance or fact of someone or something ceasing to be visible.




2.
 
an instance or fact of someone going missing or (in coded political language) being killed




•
 
the police were investigating her disappearance.










3.
 
the process or fact of something ceasing to exist or be in use




•
 
the disappearance of grammar schools.



















disappearing act






noun






‹informal›

 an instance of someone being impossible to find, especially when they are required to face something unpleasant.













disappoint

 
/ˌdisəˈpoint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to fulfill the hopes or expectations of (someone)




•
 
I have no wish to disappoint everyone by postponing the visit.










2.
 
prevent (hopes or expectations) from being realized




•
 
to disappoint the hopes that are now awakened could be very dangerous.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘deprive of an office or position’): from Old French 
desappointer

 .





disappointed

 
/ˌdisəˈpoin(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) sad or displeased because someone or something has failed to fulfill one's hopes or expectations




•
 
I'm 
disappointed in

 you, Mary




•
 
thousands of disappointed customers were kept waiting.










2.
 
(of hopes or expectations) prevented from being realized.








II.
 
derivatives





disappointedly

 
/ˌdisəˈpoin(t)ədlē /






adverb





















disappointing

 
/ˌdisəˈpoin(t)iNG/






adjective




failing to fulfill someone's hopes or expectations




•
 
the team made a disappointing start




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it's 
disappointing that

 the market hasn't gone higher.



















disappointingly

 
/ˌdisəˈpoin(t)iNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that fails to fulfill someone's hopes or expectations




•
 
the concert ended disappointingly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the audience was disappointingly small.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express disappointment at an event or situation




•
 
disappointingly, bad weather forced the cancellation of my trip.



















disappointment

 
/ˌdisəˈpointmənt/






noun



1.
 
the feeling of sadness or displeasure caused by the nonfulfillment of one's hopes or expectations




•
 


to her disappointment

 , there was no chance to talk privately with Luke.










2.
 
a person, event, or thing that causes disappointment




•
 
the job proved a disappointment




•
 
I was a big 
disappointment to

 her.



















disapprobation

 
/disˌaprəˈbāSHən/






noun




strong disapproval, typically on moral grounds




•
 
she braved her mother's disapprobation and slipped out to enjoy herself.



















disapproval

 
/ˌdisəˈpro͞ov(ə)l/






noun




possession or expression of an unfavorable opinion




•
 
Jill replied with a hint of disapproval in her voice.



















disapprove

 
/ˌdisəˈpro͞ov/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or express an unfavorable opinion about something




•
 
Bob strongly 
disapproved of

 drinking and driving.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — officially refuse to agree to




•
 
a company may take power to disapprove the transfer of shares.














II.
 
derivatives





disapprover






noun





















disapproving

 
/ˌdisəˈpro͞oviNG/





I.
 
adjective




expressing an unfavorable opinion




•
 
he shot a disapproving glance at her.














II.
 
derivatives





disapprovingly

 
/ˌdisəˈpro͞oviNGlē /






adverb





















disarm

 
/disˈärm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a weapon or weapons away from (a person, force, or country)




•
 
guerrillas had completely disarmed and demobilized their forces.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a country or force) give up or reduce its armed forces or weapons




•
 
the other militias had disarmed by the agreed deadline.










3.
 
remove the fuse from (a bomb), making it safe.




4.
 
allay the hostility or suspicions of




•
 
his tact and political skills will disarm critics.










5.
 
deprive of the power to injure or hurt




•
 
camp humor acts to provoke rather than disarm moral indignation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desarmer

 .





disarmament

 
/disˈärməmənt/






noun




the reduction or withdrawal of military forces and weapons




•
 
the public wanted peace and disarmament




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
disarmament treaties between America and the former Soviet Union.



















disarmer

 
/disˈärmər/






noun




a person who advocates or campaigns for the withdrawal of nuclear weapons.













disarming

 
/disˈärmiNG/






adjective




(of manner or behavior) having the effect of allaying suspicion or hostility, especially through charm




•
 
he gave her a disarming smile.



















disarmingly

 
/disˈärmiNGlē/






adverb




in a manner that allays suspicion or hostility, especially through charm




•
 
she smiled disarmingly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
Daniel is suave and disarmingly honest




•
 
the plan was disarmingly simple.



















disarrange

 
/ˌdisəˈrān(d)ZH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) untidy or disordered




•
 
her hair was disarranged all around her face.














II.
 
derivatives





disarrangement

 
/ˌdisəˈrānjmənt /






noun





















disarray

 
/ˌdisəˈrā/





I.
 
noun




a state of disorganization or untidiness




•
 
her gray hair was 
in disarray






•
 
his plans have been 
thrown into disarray

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw (someone or something) into a state of disorganization or untidiness




•
 
the inspection disarrayed the usual schedule.










2.
 


‹literary›

 strip (someone) of clothing




•
 
attendant damsels to help to disarray her.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
dissairay

 .





disarticulate

 
/ˌdisärˈtikyəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate (bones) at the joints




•
 
the African egg-eating snake can disarticulate its lower jaw from its upper.










2.
 
break up and disrupt the logic of (an argument or opinion)




•
 
novels disarticulate theories.














II.
 
derivatives





disarticulation

 
/ˌdisärˌtikyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















disassemble

 
/ˌdisəˈsembəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (something) apart




•
 
the piston can be disassembled for transport.










2.
 


[Computing]

 translate (a program) from machine code into a symbolic language.








II.
 
derivatives





disassembly

 
/ˌdisəˈsemblē /






noun





















disassembler

 
/ˌdisəˈsemb(ə)lər/






noun






[Computing]

 a program for converting machine code into a low-level symbolic language.













disassociate

 
/ˌdisəˈsōsēˌāt ˌdisəˈsōSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb




another term for dissociate
 .








II.
 
derivatives





disassociation

 
/ˌdisəˌsōsēˈāSH(ə)n ˌdisəˌsōSHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun





















disaster

 
/dəˈzastər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden event, such as an accident or a natural catastrophe, that causes great damage or loss of life




•
 
159 people died in the disaster




•
 
disaster struck within minutes of takeoff.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a genre of films that use natural or accidental catastrophe as the mainspring of plot and setting




•
 
a disaster movie.










3.
 
an event or fact that has unfortunate consequences




•
 
a string of personal disasters




•
 
reduced legal aid could spell financial disaster.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a person, act, or thing that is a failure




•
 
my perm is a total disaster.














II.
 
phrases





be a recipe for disaster






be extremely likely to have unfortunate consequences




•
 
sky-high interest rates are a recipe for disaster.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
disastro

 ‘ill-starred event,’ from 
dis-

 (expressing negation) + 
astro

 ‘star’ (from Latin 
astrum

 ).





disaster area

 
/dəˈzastər ˈerēə/






noun



1.
 
an area in which a major disaster has recently occurred




•
 
the vicinity of the explosion was declared a disaster area.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a place, situation, person, or activity regarded as chaotic, ineffectual, or failing in some fundamental respect




•
 
the room was a disaster area, stuff piled everywhere




•
 
she was a disaster area in fake leopard skin and stacked heels.



















disastrous

 
/dəˈzastrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing great damage




•
 
a disastrous fire swept through the museum.










2.
 


‹informal›

 highly unsuccessful




•
 
the team made a disastrous start to the season.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘ill-fated’): from French 
désastreux

 , from Italian 
disastroso

 , from 
disastro

 ‘disaster.’





disastrously

 
/dəˈzastrəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes great damage




•
 
the economy has been disastrously mismanaged.










2.
 
in an extremely unsuccessful way




•
 
anti-war candidates have fared disastrously when running for the White House




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the mission went disastrously wrong.



















disavow

 
/ˌdisəˈvou/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deny any responsibility or support for




•
 
he appears to be in denial of his own past, which he continually disavows.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desavouer

 .





disavowal

 
/ˌdisəˈvou(ə)l/






noun




denial of any responsibility or support for something; repudiation




•
 
his disavowal of his previous writings




•
 
they know this, despite their disavowals.



















disband

 
/disˈband/





I.
 
verb




(of an organized group) break up or cause to break up and stop functioning.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
desbander

 .





disbandment

 
/disˈban(d)mənt/






noun




the breaking up of an organized group




•
 
the disbandment of the old army meant that they could start afresh.



















disbar

 
/disˈbär/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be disbarred

 )
 — expel (a lawyer) from the Bar, so that they no longer have the right to practice law.




2.
 
exclude (someone) from something




•
 
competitors wearing rings will be 
disbarred from

 competition.














II.
 
derivatives





disbarment

 
/disˈbärmənt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from dis-
 ‘away’ + bar
 1
 .






disbelief

 
/ˌdisbəˈlēf/






noun



1.
 
inability or refusal to accept that something is true or real




•
 
Laura shook her head in disbelief.










2.
 
lack of faith in something




•
 
I'll burn in hell for disbelief.



















disbelieve

 
/ˌdisbəˈlēv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be unable to believe (someone or something)




•
 
he seemed to disbelieve her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have no faith in God, spiritual beings, or a religious system




•
 
to disbelieve is as much an act of faith as belief.



















disbeliever

 
/ˌdisbəˈlēvər/






noun




a person who refuses to believe something or who lacks religious faith




•
 
she intends to prove the disbelievers wrong.



















disbelieving

 
/ˌdisbəˈlēviNG/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing disbelief




•
 
the disbelieving look in her eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





disbelievingly






adverb





















disbound

 
/disˈbound/






adjective




(of a portion of a book) removed from a bound volume.













disbud

 
/disˈbəd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove superfluous or unwanted buds from (a plant).




2.
 


[Farming]

 remove the horn buds from (a young animal).













disburden

 
/disˈbərdn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relieve (someone or something) of a burden or responsibility




•
 
I decided to disburden myself of the task.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 relieve (someone's mind) of worries and anxieties.













disburse

 
/disˈbərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay out (money from a fund)




•
 
$67 million of the pledged aid had already been disbursed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disbursal

 
/-səl /






noun













2.
 
disbursement

 
/disˈbərsmənt /






noun













3.
 
disburser






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
desbourser

 , from 
des-

 (expressing removal) + 
bourse

 ‘purse.’





discalced

 
/dəˈskalst/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or belonging to one of several strict orders of Catholic friars or nuns who go barefoot or wear only sandals.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: variant, influenced by French 
déchaux

 , of earlier 
discalceated

 , from Latin 
discalceatus

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing removal) + 
calceatus

 (from 
calceus

 ‘shoe’).





discard





I.
 
verb

 — 
/diˈskärd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
get rid of (someone or something) as no longer useful or desirable




•
 
Hilary bundled up the clothes she had discarded.










2.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) play (a card that is neither of the suit led nor a trump), when one is unable to follow suit.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdisˌkärd /



1.
 
a person or thing rejected as no longer useful or desirable.




2.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) a card played which is neither of the suit led nor a trump, when one is unable to follow suit.








III.
 
derivatives





discardable

 
/disˈkärdəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘reject (a playing card)’): from dis-
 (expressing removal) + the noun card
 1
 .






discarnate

 
/disˈkärnət disˈkärˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or being) not having a physical body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dis-
 ‘without’ + Latin 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh’ or late Latin 
carnatus

 ‘fleshy.’





disc brake






noun




a type of vehicle brake employing the friction of pads against a disc that is attached to the wheel.













disc camera






noun




a camera in which the frames of film are formed on a disc, rather than on a long strip.













discectomy

 
/disˈkektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of the whole or a part of an intervertebral disc.














discern

 
/dəˈsərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perceive or recognize (something)




•
 
I can discern no difference between the two policies




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
students quickly discern what is acceptable to the teacher.










2.
 
distinguish (someone or something) with difficulty by sight or with the other senses




•
 
she could faintly discern the shape of a skull.














II.
 
derivatives





discerner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
discernere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
cernere

 ‘to separate.’





discernible

 
/diˈsərnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be discerned; perceptible




•
 
the scandal had no discernible effect on his career.




•
 
the inscription was barely discernible.














II.
 
derivatives





discernibly

 
/dəˈsərnəblē /






adverb





















discerning

 
/dəˈsərniNG/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing good judgment




•
 
the restaurant attracts discerning customers.














II.
 
derivatives





discerningly






adverb





















discernment

 
/dəˈsərnmənt/






noun



1.
 
the ability to judge well




•
 
an astonishing lack of discernment.










2.
 
(in Christian contexts) perception in the absence of judgment with a view to obtaining spiritual direction and understanding




•
 
without providing for a time of healing and discernment, there will be no hope of living through this present moment without a shattering of our common life.



















discerption

 
/dəˈsərpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of pulling something apart.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a piece severed from something.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discerptibility

 
/-ˌsərptəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
discerptible

 
/-təbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
discerptio(n-)

 , from Latin 
discerpere

 ‘pluck to pieces.’






disc golf

 
disk golf






noun




a game in which a concave plastic disc is thrown into each of a series of metal baskets situated on an outdoor course, the object being to complete the course using the fewest possible throws




•
 
I got to play a round of disc golf with him.



















discharge





I.
 
verb

 — 
/disˈCHärj /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell (someone) officially that they can or must leave, in particular




2.
 
send (a patient) out of the hospital because they are judged fit to go home.




3.
 
dismiss or release (someone) from a job, especially from service in the armed forces or police.




4.
 
release (someone) from the custody or restraint of the law




•
 
he ordered that 1,671 prisoners of war be 
discharged from

 prison.










5.
 
relieve (a juror or jury) from serving in a case.




6.
 


[Law]

 relieve (a bankrupt) of liability.




7.
 
release (a party) from a contract or obligation




•
 
the insurer is discharged from liability from the day of breach.










8.
 
allow (a liquid, gas, or other substance) to flow out from where it has been confined




•
 
industrial plants 
discharge

 highly toxic materials 
into

 rivers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the overflow should discharge in an obvious place.










9.
 
(of an orifice or diseased tissue) emit (pus, mucus, or other liquid)




•
 
the swelling will eventually break down and discharge pus




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the eyes and nose began to discharge.










10.
 


[Physics]

 release or neutralize the electric charge of (an electric field, battery, or other object)




•
 
the electrostatic field that builds up on a monitor screen can be discharged




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
batteries have a tendency to discharge slowly.










11.
 
(of a person) fire (a gun or missile)




•
 
when you shoot you can discharge as many barrels as you wish.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a firearm) be fired




•
 
there was a dull thud as the gun discharged.










13.
 
(of a person) allow (an emotion) to be released




•
 
he discharged his resentment in the harmless form of memoirs.










14.
 
unload (cargo or passengers) from a ship




•
 
the ferry was discharging passengers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
ninety ships were waiting to discharge.










15.
 
do all that is required to fulfill (a responsibility) or perform (a duty).




16.
 
pay off (a debt or other financial claim).




17.
 


[Law]

 (of a judge or court) cancel (an order of a court).




18.
 
cancel (a contract) because of completion or breach




•
 
an existing mortgage to be discharged on completion.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdisˌCHärj /



1.
 
the action of discharging someone from a hospital or from a job




•
 
his discharge from the hospital




•
 
offending policemen receive a dishonorable discharge.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 an act of releasing someone from the custody or restraint of the law




•
 
four days in jail and one year conditional discharge.










3.
 


[Law]

 the action of relieving a bankrupt from residual liability.




4.
 
the action of discharging a liquid, gas, or other substance




•
 
those germs might lead to vaginal discharge.










5.
 
a substance that has been discharged




•
 
large volumes of sewage discharge




•
 
environmental damage from toxic chemical discharges.










6.
 


[Physics]

 the release of electricity from a charged object




•
 
slow discharge of a condenser is fundamental to oscillatory circuits.










7.
 
a flow of electricity through air or other gas, especially when accompanied by emission of light




•
 
a sizzling discharge between sky and turret.










8.
 
the action of firing a gun or missile




•
 
a police permit for discharge of an air gun




•
 
sounds like discharges of artillery.










9.
 
the action of unloading a ship of its cargo or passengers.




10.
 
the action of doing all that is required to fulfill a responsibility or perform a duty




•
 
directors must use skill in the discharge of their duties.










11.
 
the payment of a debt or other financial claim




•
 
money paid 
in discharge of

 a claim.










12.
 


[Law]

 the action of canceling an order of a court.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dischargeable

 
/disˈCHärjəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
discharger

 
/disˈCHärjər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘relieve of an obligation’): from Old French 
descharger

 , from late Latin 
discarricare

 ‘unload,’ from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
carricare

 ‘to load’ (see charge
 ).





discharge lamp

 
/ˈdisˌCHärj ˌlamp/






noun




a lamp in which the light is produced by a discharge tube.













discharge tube

 
/ˈdisˌCHärj ˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun




a tube containing charged electrodes and filled with a gas in which ionization is induced by an electric field. The gas molecules emit light as they return to the ground state.














disciple

 
/dəˈsīpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a personal follower of Jesus during his life, especially one of the twelve Apostles.




2.
 
a follower or student of a teacher, leader, or philosopher




•
 
a disciple of Rousseau.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discipleship

 
/dəˈsīpəlˌSHip /






noun













2.
 
discipular

 
/-ˈsipyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
discipulus

 ‘learner,’ from 
discere

 ‘learn’; reinforced by Old French 
deciple

 .





Disciples of Christ






a Protestant denomination, originating among American Presbyterians in the early 19th century and found chiefly in the US, which rejects creeds and regards the Bible as the only basis of faith.









disciplinarian

 
/ˌdisəpləˈnerēən/






noun




a person who believes in or practices firm discipline.













disciplinary

 
/ˈdisəpləˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




concerning or enforcing discipline




•
 
a soldier will face disciplinary action after going absent without leave.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally with reference to ecclesiastical order): from medieval Latin 
disciplinarius

 , from Latin 
disciplina

 , from 
discipulus

 ‘learner’ (see disciple
 ).





discipline

 
/ˈdisəplən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice of training people to obey rules or a code of behavior, using punishment to correct disobedience




•
 
a lack of proper parental and school discipline.










2.
 
the controlled behavior resulting from discipline




•
 
he was able to maintain discipline among his men.










3.
 
activity or experience that provides mental or physical training




•
 
the tariqa offered spiritual discipline




•
 
Kung fu is a discipline open to old and young.










4.
 
a system of rules of conduct




•
 
he doesn't have to submit to normal disciplines.










5.
 
a branch of knowledge, typically one studied in higher education




•
 
sociology is a fairly new discipline.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
train (someone) to obey rules or a code of behavior, using punishment to correct disobedience




•
 
many parents have been afraid to discipline their children.










2.
 
punish or rebuke (someone) formally for an offense




•
 
a member of the staff was to be disciplined by management.










3.
 
(
discipline oneself to do something

 )
 — train oneself to do something in a controlled and habitual way




•
 
every month discipline yourself to go through the file.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disciplinable

 
/ˈdisiˌplinəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
disciplinal

 
/ˈdisiplin(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘mortification by scourging oneself’): via Old French from Latin 
disciplina

 ‘instruction, knowledge,’ from 
discipulus

 (see disciple
 ).





disciplined

 
/ˈdisəˌplind/






adjective




showing a controlled form of behavior or way of working




•
 
a disciplined approach to management.




















disc jockey

 
/ˈdis(k) ˌjäkē /

 
disk jockey






noun




a person who introduces and plays recorded popular music, especially on radio or at a disco.














disclaim

 
/disˈklām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to acknowledge; deny




•
 
the school disclaimed any responsibility for his death.










2.
 


[Law]

 renounce a legal claim to (a property or title).











– origin

 late Middle English (in legal contexts): from Anglo-Norman French 
desclamer

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
clamer

 ‘to claim’ (see claim
 ).





disclaimer

 
/disˈklāmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement that denies something, especially responsibility




•
 
the novel carries the usual disclaimer about the characters bearing no relation to living persons.










2.
 


[Law]

 an act of repudiating another's claim or renouncing one's own.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term): from Anglo-Norman French 
desclamer

 (infinitive used as noun: see disclaim
 ).






disclose

 
/disˈklōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (secret or new information) known




•
 
they 
disclosed

 her name 
to

 the press




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the magazine disclosed that he had served a prison sentence for fraud.










2.
 
allow (something) to be seen, especially by uncovering it




•
 
he cleared away the grass and disclosed a narrow opening descending into the darkness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disclosable






adjective













2.
 
discloser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desclos-

 , stem of 
desclore

 , based on Latin 
claudere

 ‘to close.’





disclosure

 
/disˈklōZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of making new or secret information known




•
 
a judge ordered the disclosure of the government documents.










2.
 
a fact, especially a secret, that is made known




•
 
the government's disclosures about missile programs.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from disclose
 , on the pattern of 
closure

 .






disco

 
/ˈdiskō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a club or party at which people dance to pop music.




2.
 
pop music intended mainly for dancing to at discos, typically soul-influenced and melodic with a regular bass beat and popular particularly in the late 1970s.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attend or dance at a disco




•
 
for the next three hours he discoed nonstop.

















– origin

 1960s (originally US): abbreviation of discotheque
 .





disco biscuit





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a tablet of the drug Ecstasy.











– origin

 1980s (in the US sense ‘Quaalude’): from disco
 + biscuit
 .





disco-dance





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance to pop music




•
 
girls disco-dancing in slow motion around their handbags.














II.
 
derivatives





disco dancer






noun





















discography

 
/disˈkäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a descriptive catalog of musical recordings, particularly those of a particular performer or composer.




2.
 
all of a performer's or composer's recordings considered as a body of work




•
 
his discography is overwhelmingly classical.










3.
 
the study of musical recordings and compilation of descriptive catalogs.








II.
 
derivatives





discographer

 
/-fər /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from disc + -graphy
 , on the pattern of 
biography

 .





discoid

 
/ˈdiskoid/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 shaped like a disc.








II.
 
noun




a thing that is shaped like a disc, particularly a type of ancient stone tool.








III.
 
derivatives





discoidal

 
/diˈskoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
diskoeidēs

 , from 
diskos

 (see discus
 ).





discolor

 
/disˈkələr/





I.
 
verb




change or cause to change to a different, less attractive color


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
do not overknead the dough while adding the fruit or it will discolor




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
too much aluminum can discolor water.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
descolorer

 or medieval Latin 
discolorare

 , from 
des-

 , 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
colorare

 ‘to color.’





discoloration

 
/disˌkələˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of changing to a different, less attractive color




•
 
a bluish 
discoloration of

 the skin.



















discolored

 
/disˈkələrd/






adjective




changed in color in a way that is less attractive




•
 
her beauty was marred by discolored teeth.



















discombobulate

 
/ˌdiskəmˈbäbyəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹humorous›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 disconcert or confuse (someone)




•
 
this attitude totally discombobulated Bruce




•
 (as 
adj.

 
discombobulated

 )
 
he is looking a little pained and discombobulated.














II.
 
derivatives





discombobulation






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably based on discompose
 or discomfit
 .






discomfit

 
/disˈkəmfət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel uneasy or embarrassed




•
 
he was not noticeably discomfited by her tone.














II.
 
derivatives





discomfiture

 
/disˈkəmfəˌCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘defeat in battle’): from Old French 
desconfit

 , past participle of 
desconfire

 , based on Latin 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
conficere

 ‘put together’ (see confection
 ). / 
usage:

 The words 
discomfit

 and 
discomfort

 are etymologically unrelated. Further, 
discomfit

 is a verb and 
discomfort

 is primarily a noun. But in modern use, their principal meanings as a verb have collapsed into one: ‘make (someone) feel uneasy.’





discomfort

 
/disˈkəmfərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of physical comfort




•
 
the discomforts of too much sun in summer.










2.
 
slight pain




•
 
the patient complained of discomfort in the left calf.










3.
 
a state of mental unease; worry or embarrassment




•
 
his remarks caused her discomfort.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel uneasy, anxious, or embarrassed




•
 
she liked to discomfort my mother by her remarks.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
discomforting

 )
 — cause (someone) slight pain




•
 
the patient's condition has discomforting symptoms.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘dishearten, distress’): from Old French 
desconforter

 (verb), 
desconfort

 (noun), from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
conforter

 ‘to comfort’ (see comfort
 ). / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
discomfort

 and 
discomfit

 , see usage at discomfit
 .





discommode

 
/ˌdiskəˈmōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 cause (someone) trouble or inconvenience




•
 
I am sorry to have discommoded you.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discommodious

 
/-ˈmōdēəs /






adjective













2.
 
discommodity

 
/-ˈmäditē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete French 
discommoder

 , variant of 
incommoder

 (see incommode
 ).






discompose

 
/ˌdiskəmˈpōz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
discomposed

 )


1.
 
disturb or agitate (someone)




•
 
she looked a little discomposed as she spoke.



















discomposure

 
/ˌdiskəmˈpōZHər/






noun




the state or feeling of being disturbed or agitated; agitation




•
 
he made the admission without the slightest discomposure.



















disconcert

 
/ˌdiskənˈsərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disturb the composure of; unsettle




•
 
the abrupt change of subject disconcerted her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
disconcerted

 )
 
she was amused to see a disconcerted expression on his face.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disconcertedly






adverb













2.
 
disconcertion

 
/-ˈsərSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘upset the progress of’): from obsolete French 
desconcerter

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
concerter

 ‘bring together.’





disconcerting

 
/ˌdiskənˈsərdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing one to feel unsettled




•
 
he had a disconcerting habit of offering jobs to people he met at dinner parties.














II.
 
derivatives





disconcertingly

 
/ˌdiskənˈsərdiNGlē /






adverb





















disconfirm

 
/ˌdiskənˈfərm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show that (a belief or hypothesis) is not or may not be true.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disconfirmation

 
/disˌkänfərˈmāSHən /






noun













2.
 
disconfirmatory

 
/-məˌtôrē /






adjective





















disconformity

 
/ˌdiskənˈfôrmədē/






noun



1.
 
lack of conformity.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a break in a sedimentary sequence that does not involve a difference of inclination between the strata on each side of the break.

Compare with unconformity
 .













disconnect

 
/ˌdiskəˈnekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break the connection of or between




•
 
take all violence out of television drama and you 
disconnect

 it 
from

 reality.










2.
 
take (an electrical device) out of action by detaching it from a power supply.




3.
 
interrupt or terminate (a telephone conversation) by breaking the connection




•
 
that might explain why her call got disconnected mid-expletive.










4.
 
terminate the connection of (a household) to water, electricity, gas, or telephone, typically because of nonpayment of bills.








II.
 
noun




a discrepancy or lack of connection




•
 
there can be a disconnect between boardrooms and IT departments when it comes to technology.



















disconnected

 
/ˌdiskəˈnektəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a connection broken




•
 
he expected the disconnected phone to start ringing.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) lacking contact with reality




•
 
I drove away, feeling 
disconnected from

 the real world.










3.
 
(of speech, writing, or thought) lacking a logical sequence; incoherent




•
 
a disconnected narrative.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disconnectedly

 
/ˌdiskəˈnektədlē /






adverb













2.
 
disconnectedness

 
/ˌdiskəˈnektədnəs /






noun





















disconnection

 
/ˌdiskəˈnekSHən /

 


‹Brit.›

 disconnexion






noun



1.
 
the state of being isolated or detached




•
 
an ever-deepening disconnection between people and the natural world




•
 
I felt a sense of disconnection from the city environment.










2.
 
the act of detaching one thing from another




•
 
disconnection from the Internet




•
 
the player takes 15 seconds to reboot after disconnection from the PC.










3.
 
termination of the connection of a household to water, electricity, gas, or telephone




•
 
protests over the disconnection of the water supply




•
 
threats of disconnection will follow unless the debt is settled.



















disconsolate

 
/ˌdisˈkäns(ə)lət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without consolation or comfort; unhappy




•
 
he'd met the man's disconsolate widow.










2.
 
(of a place or thing) causing or showing a complete lack of comfort; cheerless




•
 
solitary, disconsolate clumps of cattails.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disconsolately

 
/disˈkäns(ə)lətlē /






adverb













2.
 
disconsolateness






noun













3.
 
disconsolation

 
/-ˌkänsəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
disconsolatus

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
consolatus

 (past participle of 
consolari

 ‘to console’).





discontent

 
/ˌdiskənˈtent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of contentment; dissatisfaction with one's circumstances




•
 
popular 
discontent with

 the system had been general for several years




•
 
the discontents and anxieties of the working class.










2.
 
a person who is dissatisfied, typically with the prevailing social or political situation




•
 
the cause attracted a motley crew of discontents and zealots.














II.
 
derivatives





discontentment

 
/ˌdiskənˈtentmənt /






noun





















discontented

 
/ˌdiskənˈten(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




dissatisfied, especially with one's circumstances




•
 
I am so 
discontented with

 my work




•
 
a discontented housewife




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the discontented

 )
 
the ranks of the discontented were swelled by returning soldiers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discontentedly

 
/ˌdiskənˈten(t)ədlē /






adverb













2.
 
discontentedness

 
/ˌdiskənˈten(t)ədnəs /






noun





















discontinue

 
/ˌdiskənˈtinyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease doing or providing (something), typically something provided on a regular basis




•
 
he discontinued his visits




•
 
the ferry service was discontinued by the proprietors.










2.
 
(usu. 
be discontinued

 )
 — stop making (a particular product)




•
 
their current top-of-the-range running shoe is being discontinued.










3.
 
cease taking (a newspaper or periodical) or paying (a subscription).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discontinuance

 
/ˌdiskənˈtinyo͞oəns /






noun













2.
 
discontinuation

 
/ˈˌdiskənˌtinyəˈwāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘interrupt, disrupt’): via Old French from medieval Latin 
discontinuare

 , from Latin 
dis-

 ‘not’ + 
continuare

 (see continue
 ).





discontinued

 
/ˌdiskənˈtinyo͞od/






adjective




(of a product) no longer available or produced




•
 
discontinued fabrics.



















discontinuity

 
/ˌdisˌkäntəˈn(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinct break in physical continuity or sequence in time




•
 
there is no significant discontinuity between modern and primitive societies.










2.
 
a sharp difference of characteristics between parts of something




•
 
changes in government have resulted in discontinuities in policy.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point at which a function is discontinuous or undefined.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
discontinuitas

 , from 
discontinuus

 (see discontinuous
 ).






discontinuous

 
/ˌdiskənˈtinyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having intervals or gaps




•
 
a person with a discontinuous employment record.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a function) having at least one discontinuity, and whose differential coefficient may become infinite.








II.
 
derivatives





discontinuously

 
/ˌdiskənˈtinyo͞oəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘producing discontinuity’): from medieval Latin 
discontinuus

 , from 
dis-

 ‘not’ + 
continuus

 (see continuous
 ).






discord

 
/ˈdiskôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
disagreement between people




•
 
a prosperous family who showed no signs of discord.










2.
 
lack of agreement or harmony between things




•
 
the discord between indigenous and Western cultures.










3.
 


[Music]

 lack of harmony between notes sounding together




•
 
the music faded in discord.










4.
 
a chord that (in conventional harmonic terms) is regarded as unpleasing or requiring resolution by another.




5.
 
any interval except a unison, an octave, a perfect fifth or fourth, a major or minor third and sixth, or their octaves.




6.
 
a single note dissonant with another.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/disˈkôrd /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of people) disagree




•
 
we discorded commonly on two points.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of things) be different or in disharmony




•
 
the party's views were apt to 
discord with

 those of the leading members of the administration.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
descord

 (noun), 
descorder

 (verb), from Latin 
discordare

 , from 
discors

 ‘discordant,’ from 
dis-

 (expressing negation, reversal) + 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart.’





discordant

 
/ˌdisˈkôrd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
disagreeing or incongruous




•
 
the principle of meritocracy is discordant with claims of inherited worth.










2.
 
characterized by quarreling and conflict




•
 
a study of children in discordant homes.










3.
 
(of sounds) harsh and jarring because of a lack of harmony




•
 
bombs, guns, and engines mingled in discordant sound.














II.
 
phrases





strike a discordant note






appear strange and out of place




•
 
the chair's modernity struck a discordant note in a room full of eighteenth-century furniture.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discordance

 
/ˌdisˈkôrd(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
discordancy

 
/-dnsē /






noun













3.
 
discordantly

 
/ˌdisˈkôrd(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
descordant

 , present participle of 
descorder

 (see discord
 ).






discotheque

 
/ˈdiskəˌtek/





I.
 
noun




another term for disco
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 1950s: from French 
discothèque

 , originally ‘record library,’ on the pattern of 
bibliothèque

 ‘library.’





discount

 
/ˈdiskount/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deduction from the usual cost of something, typically given for prompt or advance payment or to a special category of buyers




•
 
many stores will offer a discount on bulk purchases.










2.
 


[Finance]

 a percentage deducted from the face value of a bill of exchange or promissory note when it changes hands before the due date.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌdisˈkount /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deduct an amount from (the usual price of something)


(as 
adj.

 
discounted

 )


•
 
current users qualify for a discounted price.










2.
 
reduce (a product or service) in price




•
 
merchandise that was deeply discounted—up to 50 percent




•
 (as 
adj.

 
discounted

 )
 
discounted books.










3.
 
buy or sell (a bill of exchange) before its due date at less than its maturity value.




4.
 
regard (a possibility, fact, or person) as being unworthy of consideration because it lacks credibility




•
 
I'd heard rumors, but discounted them.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a store or business) offering goods for sale at discounted prices




•
 
a discount drugstore chain.










2.
 
at a price lower than the usual one




•
 
a discount flight.














IV.
 
phrases





at a discount






below the nominal or usual price




•
 
a plan that allows tenants to buy their homes at a discount.







Compare with at a premium
 (see premium
 ).












V.
 
derivatives





discountable

 
/ˌdisˈkoun(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a reduction in the amount or value of something): from obsolete French 
descompte

 (noun), 
descompter

 (verb), or (in commercial contexts) from Italian 
(di)scontare

 , both from medieval Latin 
discomputare

 , from Latin 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
computare

 (see compute
 ).






discount broker





I.
 
noun




a stockbroker or brokerage firm that charges a reduced commission on transactions but typically does not provide investment advice or other services




•
 
whether you decide to deal with a full-service or discount broker, there are many options out there.







Compare with full-service broker
 .








II.
 
derivatives





discount brokerage






noun





















discounted cash flow






noun






[Finance]

 a method of assessing investments taking into account the expected accumulation of interest.













discountenance

 
/ˌdisˈkount(ə)nəns/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be discountenanced

 )


1.
 
refuse to approve of (something)




•
 
a family in which alcohol consumption is discountenanced.










2.
 
disturb the composure of




•
 
Amanda was not discountenanced by the accusation.



















discounter

 
/ˈdiskountər/






noun




a large business that sells goods or services at less than the usual price




•
 
the company has been hit by fierce competition from discounters at the lower end of the market




•
 
the German discounter has 600 stores in the UK.



















discount factor






noun






[Finance]

 a factor which, when multiplied by a predicted future cash flow from a loan or some other form of debt, gives its present value




•
 
the further out the payday is, the greater the discount factor that will be used.



















discount house

 
/ˈdisˌkount ˌdisˈkount houz/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for discount store
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a company that buys and sells bills of exchange.













discount rate

 
//






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 the minimum interest rate set by the Federal Reserve for lending to other banks.




2.
 


[Finance]

 a rate used for discounting bills of exchange.














discount store

 
/ˈdisˌkount ˌdisˈkount stô(ə)r/






noun




a store that sells goods at less than the normal retail price.













discourage

 
/disˈkərij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to lose confidence or enthusiasm




•
 
I don't want to discourage you, but I don't think it's such a good idea.










2.
 
prevent or seek to prevent (something) by showing disapproval or creating difficulties




•
 
the plan is designed to discourage the use of private cars.










3.
 
persuade (someone) against an action




•
 
we want to 
discourage

 children 
from

 smoking.














II.
 
derivatives





discourager






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
descouragier

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
corage

 ‘courage.’





discouraged

 
/dəˈskərijd/






adjective




having lost confidence or enthusiasm; disheartened




•
 
he must be feeling pretty discouraged.



















discouragement

 
/ˌdisˈkərijmənt/






noun



1.
 
a loss of confidence or enthusiasm; dispiritedness




•
 
do not give in to discouragement.










2.
 
an attempt to prevent something by showing disapproval or creating difficulties; deterrent




•
 
the discouragement of crime.



















discouraging

 
/disˈkərijiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing someone to lose confidence or enthusiasm; depressing




•
 
a discouraging experience.














II.
 
derivatives





discouragingly

 
/diˈskərijiNGlē /






adverb






















discourse





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdisˌkôrs /



1.
 
written or spoken communication or debate




•
 
the language of political discourse




•
 
an imagined discourse between two people traveling in France.










2.
 
a formal discussion of a topic in speech or writing




•
 
a discourse on critical theory.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 a connected series of utterances; a text or conversation.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/disˈkôrs /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or write authoritatively about a topic




•
 
she could 
discourse

 at great length 
on

 the history of Europe.










2.
 
engage in conversation




•
 
he spent an hour 
discoursing with

 his supporters in the courtroom.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the process of reasoning, also in the phrase 
discourse of reason

 ): from Old French 
discours

 , from Latin 
discursus

 ‘running to and fro’ (in medieval Latin ‘argument’), from the verb 
discurrere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘away’ + 
currere

 ‘to run’; the verb influenced by French 
discourir

 .





discourse marker

 
/ˈdiskôrs ˌmärkər/






noun






[Grammar]

 a word or phrase whose function is to organize discourse into segments, for example 
well

 or 
I mean

 .













discourteous

 
/disˈkərdēəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing rudeness and a lack of consideration for other people




•
 
it would be unkind and discourteous to decline a visit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discourteously

 
/disˈkərdēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
discourteousness






noun





















discourtesy

 
/disˈkərdəsē/






noun



1.
 
rude and inconsiderate behavior




•
 
he was able to discourage visitors without obvious discourtesy.










2.
 
an impolite act or remark




•
 
the fact that senators were not kept informed was an extraordinary discourtesy.




















discover

 
/dəˈskəvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find (something or someone) unexpectedly or in the course of a search




•
 
firemen discovered a body in the debris




•
 
she discovered her lover in the arms of another woman.










2.
 
become aware of (a fact or situation)




•
 
the courage to discover the truth and possibly be disappointed




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it was a relief to discover that he wasn't in.










3.
 
be the first to find or observe (a place, substance, or scientific phenomenon)




•
 
Fleming discovered penicillin early in the twentieth century.










4.
 
perceive the attractions of (an activity or subject) for the first time




•
 
a teenager who has recently discovered fashion.










5.
 
be the first to recognize the potential of (an actor, singer, or musician)




•
 
I discovered the band back in the mid 70s.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 divulge (a secret)




•
 
they contain some secrets which Time will discover.










7.
 
disclose the identity of (someone)




•
 
she at last discovered herself to me.










8.
 
display (a quality or feeling)




•
 
with what agility did these military men discover their skill in feats of war.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make known’): from Old French 
descovrir

 , from late Latin 
discooperire

 , from Latin 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
cooperire

 ‘cover completely’ (see cover
 ).





discoverability

 
/dəˌskəvərəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of beinɡ able to be discovered or found




•
 
the legal discoverability of information.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (in relation to online content) the quality of beinɡ easy to find via a search engine, within an application, or on a website




•
 
a good way to gauge your discoverability is to type your name into Google




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the usability studies did not highlight any discoverability issues with the feature.



















discoverable

 
/dəˈskəv(ə)rəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able to be discovered or found; findable




•
 
the traces of his pen are readily discoverable on every page




•
 
there must be some discoverable patterns.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of online content) tending or designed to be easily found by users via a search engine, within an application, or on a website




•
 
the keywords appearing in the content are discoverable through search engines




•
 
your content needs to be easily discoverable and accessible to the tablet user.



















discovered check






noun






[Chess]

 a check that results when a player moves a piece or pawn so as to put the opponent's king in check from another piece.













discoverer

 
/disˈkəvərər/






noun



1.
 
the first person to find or explore a place.




2.
 
the first person to find or observe a substance or scientific phenomenon




•
 
many chemical processes are named after their discoverers.



















discovery

 
/dəˈskəv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of discovering or being discovered




•
 
the discovery of the body




•
 
he made some startling discoveries.










2.
 
a person or thing discovered




•
 
the drug is not a new discovery.










3.
 


[Law]

 the compulsory disclosure, by a party to an action, of relevant documents referred to by the other party.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from discover
 , on the pattern of the pair 
recover

 , 
recovery

 .





discovery well






noun




the first successful oil well in a new field.













discredit

 
/disˈkredət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
harm the good reputation of (someone or something)




•
 
his remarks were taken out of context in an effort to discredit him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
discredited

 )
 
a discredited former governor.










2.
 
cause (an idea or piece of evidence) to seem false or unreliable




•
 
recent attempts to discredit evolution.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
loss or lack of reputation or respect




•
 
they committed crimes that brought discredit upon the administration.










2.
 
a person or thing that is a source of disgrace




•
 
the ships were a 
discredit to

 the country.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + credit
 , on the pattern of Italian 
di)scredito

 (noun), (
(di)screditare

 (verb), and French 
discrédit

 (noun), 
discréditer

 (verb).





discreditable

 
/disˈkredədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




tending to bring harm to a reputation




•
 
allegations of discreditable conduct.














II.
 
derivatives





discreditably

 
/disˈkredədəblē /






adverb






















discreet

 
/diˈskrēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
careful and circumspect in one's speech or actions, especially in order to avoid causing offense or to gain an advantage




•
 
we made some discreet inquiries.










2.
 
intentionally unobtrusive




•
 
a discreet cough.














II.
 
derivatives





discreetness

 
/dəˈskrētnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
discret

 , from Latin 
discretus

 ‘separate,’ past participle of 
discernere

 ‘discern,’ the sense arising from late Latin 
discretio

 (see discretion
 ). Compare with discrete
 . / 
usage:

 The words 
discrete

 and 
discreet

 are pronounced in the same way and share the same origin but they do not mean the same thing. 
Discrete

 means ‘separate,’ as in a finite number of 
discrete

 categories, while 
discreet

 means ‘careful and circumspect,’ as in you can rely on him to be 
discreet

 .






discreetly

 
/dəˈskrētlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a careful and prudent manner, especially in order to keep something confidential or to avoid embarrassment




•
 
he discreetly inquired whether the position was still available.










2.
 
in an intentionally unobtrusive manner




•
 
she coughed discreetly.

















usage:

 The words 
discretely

 and 
discreetly

 are pronounced in the same way and share the same origin but they do not mean the same thing. 
Discretely

 means ‘separately and individually’, as in they are counted, then 
discretely

 marked, while 
discreetly

 means ‘in a careful and prudent manner’, as in he wanted the affair handled 
discreetly

 .





discrepancy

 
/ˌdisˈkrepənsē/





I.
 
noun




a lack of compatibility or similarity between two or more facts




•
 
there's a 
discrepancy between

 your account and his.














II.
 
derivatives





discrepant

 
/disˈkrep(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
discrepantia

 , from 
discrepare

 ‘be discordant,’ from 
dis-

 ‘apart, away’ + 
crepare

 ‘to creak.’






discrete

 
/diˈskrēt/





I.
 
adjective




individually separate and distinct




•
 
speech sounds are produced as a continuous sound signal rather than discrete units.














II.
 
derivatives





discreteness

 
/diˈskrētnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
discretus

 ‘separate’; compare with discreet
 . / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
discrete

 and 
discreet

 , see usage at discreet
 .





discretely

 
/dəˈskrētlē/





I.
 
adverb




separately and individually




•
 
the regions are discretely labeled with individual introductory texts.

















usage:

 See discreetly
 .






discretion

 
/dəˈskreSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of behaving or speaking in such a way as to avoid causing offense or revealing private information




•
 
she knew she could rely on his discretion.










2.
 
the freedom to decide what should be done in a particular situation




•
 
it is up to local authorities to 
use their discretion

 in setting the charges




•
 
a pass-fail grading system may be used 
at the discretion of

 the department.














II.
 
phrases





discretion is the better part of valor








‹proverb›

 it is better to avoid a dangerous situation than to confront it.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘discernment’): via Old French from Latin 
discretio(n-)

 ‘separation’ (in late Latin ‘discernment’), from 
discernere

 (see discern
 ).





discretional

 
/dəˈskreSHənl/






adjective




available for use at the discretion of the user; discretionary




•
 
the Court has some discretional powers to assess the statements presented to it.



















discretionary

 
/dəˈskreSHəˌnerē/






adjective



1.
 
available for use at the discretion of the user




•
 
rules are inevitably less flexible than a discretionary policy.










2.
 
denoting or relating to investment funds placed with a broker or manager who has discretion to invest them on the client's behalf




•
 
discretionary portfolios.




















discretionary income






noun




income remaining after deduction of taxes, other mandatory charges, and expenditure on necessary items.

Compare with disposable income
 .













discretize

 
/disˈkrēˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 represent or approximate (a quantity or series) using a discrete quantity or quantities.








II.
 
derivatives





discretization

 
/disˌkrētəˈzāSHən /






noun





















discriminable

 
/dəˈskrimənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be discriminated; distinguishable




•
 
the target contours will not be discriminable from their background.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discriminability

 
/disˌkrimənəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
discriminably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from discriminate
 , on the pattern of the pair 
separate

 , 
separable

 .





discriminant

 
/dəˈskrimənənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agent or characteristic that enables things, people, or classes to be distinguished from one another




•
 
anemia is commonly present in patients with both conditions, and is therefore not a helpful discriminant.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a function of the coefficients of a polynomial equation whose value gives information about the roots of the polynomial.

See also discriminant function
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘showing discernment’): from Latin 
discriminant-

 ‘distinguishing between,’ from the verb 
discriminare

 (see discriminate
 ).





discriminant analysis






noun




statistical analysis using a discriminant function to assign data to one of two or more groups.














discriminant function






noun






[Statistics]

 a function of several variates used to assign items into one of two or more groups. The function for a particular set of items is obtained from measurements of the variates of items that belong to a known group.














discriminate

 
/dəˈskriməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
recognize a distinction; differentiate




•
 
babies can 
discriminate between

 different facial expressions of emotion.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perceive or constitute the difference in or between




•
 
bats can discriminate a difference in echo delay of between 69 and 98 millionths of a second




•
 
features that 
discriminate

 this species 
from

 other gastropods.










3.
 
make an unjust or prejudicial distinction in the treatment of different categories of people or things, especially on the grounds of race, sex, or age




•
 
existing employment policies 
discriminate against

 women.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discriminately

 
/-nitlē /






adverb













2.
 
discriminative

 
/dəˈskriməˌnādiv dəˈskrimənədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
discriminat-

 ‘distinguished between,’ from the verb 
discriminare

 , from 
discrimen

 ‘distinction,’ from the verb 
discernere

 (see discern
 ).





discriminating

 
/dəˈskriməˌnādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having or showing refined taste or good judgment




•
 
he became a discriminating collector and patron of the arts.














II.
 
derivatives





discriminatingly

 
/dəˈskriməˌnādiNGlē /






adverb





















discrimination

 
/dəˌskriməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people or things, especially on the grounds of race, age, or sex




•
 
victims of racial discrimination




•
 


discrimination against

 homosexuals.










2.
 
recognition and understanding of the difference between one thing and another




•
 
discrimination between right and wrong




•
 
young children have difficulties in making fine discriminations.










3.
 
the ability to discern what is of high quality; good judgment or taste




•
 
those who could afford to buy showed little taste or discrimination.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 the ability to distinguish between different stimuli


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
discrimination learning.










5.
 


[Electronics]

 the selection of a signal having a required characteristic, such as frequency or amplitude, by means of a discriminator that rejects all unwanted signals.













discriminator

 
/dəˈskriməˌnādər/






noun



1.
 
a characteristic that enables things, people, or classes to be distinguished from one another




•
 
age should not be used as a primary discriminator in recruitment.










2.
 


[Electronics]

 a circuit or device that only produces an output when the input exceeds a fixed value.




3.
 
a circuit that converts a frequency-modulated signal into an amplitude-modulated one.













discriminatory

 
/dəˈskrimənəˌtôrē/






adjective




making or showing an unfair or prejudicial distinction between different categories of people or things, especially on the grounds of race, age, or sex




•
 
discriminatory employment practices.



















discursive

 
/dəˈskərsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
digressing from subject to subject




•
 
students often write dull, secondhand, discursive prose.










2.
 
(of a style of speech or writing) fluent and expansive rather than formulaic or abbreviated




•
 
the short story is concentrated, whereas the novel is discursive.










3.
 
of or relating to discourse or modes of discourse




•
 
the attempt to transform utterances from one discursive context to another.










4.
 


[Philosophy]

 
‹archaic›

 proceeding by argument or reasoning rather than by intuition.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discursively

 
/dəˈskərsivlē /






adverb













2.
 
discursiveness

 
/dəˈskərsivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
discursivus

 , from Latin 
discurs-

 , literally ‘gone hastily to and fro,’ from the verb 
discurrere

 (see discourse
 ).






discus

 
/ˈdiskəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy thick-centered disk thrown by an athlete, in ancient Greek games or in modern field events.




2.
 
the athletic event or sport of throwing the discus




•
 
she had placed first in the discus.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
diskos

 .






discuss

 
/dəˈskəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk about (something) with another person or group of people




•
 
I 
discussed

 the matter 
with

 my wife




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they were discussing where to go for a drink.










2.
 
talk or write about (a topic) in detail, taking into account different ideas and opinions




•
 
in Chapter Six I discuss problems that arise in applying Darwin's ideas.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
discussable






adjective













2.
 
discusser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dispel, disperse,’ also ‘examine by argument’): from Latin 
discuss-

 ‘dashed to pieces,’ later ‘investigated,’ from the verb 
discutere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
quatere

 ‘shake.’





discussant

 
/dəˈskəsənt/






noun




a person who takes part in a discussion, especially an arranged one.













discussion

 
/dəˈskəSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of talking about something, typically in order to reach a decision or to exchange ideas




•
 
the proposals are not a blueprint but ideas for discussion




•
 
the specific content of the legislation was 
under discussion

 .










2.
 
a conversation or debate about a certain topic




•
 
discussions about environmental improvement programs.










3.
 
a detailed treatment of a particular topic in speech or writing.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting judicial examination): via Old French from late Latin 
discussio(n-)

 , from 
discutere

 ‘investigate’ (see discuss
 ).





discussion board






noun




another term for message board
 .













disdain

 
/disˈdān/





I.
 
noun




the feeling that someone or something is unworthy of one's consideration or respect; contempt




•
 
her upper lip curled in disdain




•
 
an aristocratic 
disdain for

 manual labor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider to be unworthy of one's consideration




•
 
gamblers disdain four-horse races.










2.
 
refuse or reject (something) out of feelings of pride or superiority




•
 
she remained standing, pointedly disdaining his invitation to sit down




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he disdained to discuss the matter further.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
desdeign

 (noun), 
desdeignier

 (verb), based on Latin 
dedignari

 , from 
de-

 (expressing reversal) + 
dignari

 ‘consider worthy’ (from 
dignus

 ‘worthy’).





disdainful

 
/disˈdānfəl/





I.
 
adjective




showing contempt or lack of respect




•
 
with a last disdainful look, she turned toward the door.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disdainfully

 
/disˈdānfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
disdainfulness






noun





















disease

 
/dəˈzēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disorder of structure or function in a human, animal, or plant, especially one that produces specific signs or symptoms or that affects a specific location and is not simply a direct result of physical injury




•
 
bacterial meningitis is a rare disease




•
 
a possible cause of heart disease.










2.
 
a particular quality, habit, or disposition regarded as adversely affecting a person or group of people




•
 
departmental administration has often led to the dread disease of departmentalitis.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘lack of ease; inconvenience’): from Old French 
desaise

 ‘lack of ease,’ from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
aise

 ‘ease.’





diseased

 
/dəˈzēzd/






adjective



1.
 
suffering from disease




•
 
all the diseased cattle have been removed.










2.
 
abnormal and corrupt




•
 
I cannot bear your diseased view of mankind.



















disease management






noun




a system that seeks to manage the chronic conditions of high-risk, high-cost patients as a group.













disease-ridden






adjective




full of or causing disease




•
 
disease-ridden vermin




•
 
crowded, disease-ridden conditions.



















diseconomy

 
/ˌdisiˈkänəmē/






noun




an economic disadvantage such as an increase in cost arising from an increase in the size of an organization




•
 
in an ideal world, these 
diseconomies of scale

 would be minimized.



















disembark

 
/ˌdisimˈbärk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle




•
 
the passengers began to disembark.














II.
 
derivatives





disembarkation

 
/disˌembärˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
désembarquer

 , Spanish 
desembarcar

 , or Italian 
disimbarcare

 , based on Latin 
barca

 ‘ship's boat.’





disembarrass

 
/ˌdisəmˈberəs/





I.
 
verb

 — (
disembarrass oneself of/from

 )


1.
 
free oneself of (a burden or nuisance)




•
 
he would do well to disembarrass himself of his too officious advisers.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹rare›

 make (someone or something) free from embarrassment.








II.
 
derivatives





disembarrassment






noun





















disembodied

 
/ˌdisəmˈbädēd/






adjective



1.
 
separated from or existing without the body




•
 
a disembodied ghost.










2.
 
(of a sound) lacking any obvious physical source




•
 
a disembodied voice at the end of the phone.



















disembody

 
/ˌdisəmˈbädē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate or free (something) from its concrete form.








II.
 
derivatives





disembodiment

 
/ˌdisəmˈbädēmənt /






noun





















disembogue

 
/ˌdisəmˈbōɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (of a river or stream) emerge or be discharged in quantity; pour out.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
desembocar

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
embocar

 ‘run into a creek or strait’ (based on 
boca

 ‘mouth’).






disembowel

 
/ˌdisəmˈbou(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut open and remove the internal organs of.








II.
 
derivatives





disembowelment

 
/ˌdisəmˈbou(ə)lmənt /






noun





















disembroil

 
/ˌdisəmˈbroil/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 free (someone or something) from confusion




•
 
to disembroil a subject that seems to have perplexed even Antiquity.



















disempower

 
/ˌdisəmˈpouər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person or group) less powerful or confident




•
 
leaving the decision in a government agent's hands disempowers and disrespects women.














II.
 
derivatives





disempowerment






noun





















disenchant

 
/ˌdisənˈCHant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free (someone) from illusion; disappoint




•
 
he may have been disenchanted by the loss of his huge following.














II.
 
derivatives





disenchantingly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
désenchanter

 , from 
dés-

 (expressing reversal) + 
enchanter

 (see enchant
 ).





disenchanted

 
/ˌdisinˈCHan(t)əd/






adjective




disappointed by someone or something previously respected or admired; disillusioned




•
 
he became 
disenchanted with

 his erstwhile ally




•
 
there are a lot of disenchanted music fans out there.



















disenchantment

 
/ˌdisenˈCHantmənt/






noun




a feeling of disappointment about someone or something you previously respected or admired; disillusionment




•
 
growing 
disenchantment with

 the leadership.



















disencumber

 
/ˌdisənˈkəmbər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free from or relieve of an encumbrance




•
 
it would disencumber the world of a plague.



















disendow

 
/ˌdisənˈdou/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone or something) of an endowment.








II.
 
derivatives





disendowment

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈdoumənt /






noun






















disenfranchise

 
/ˌdisənˈfran(t)SHīz /

 
disfranchise






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone) of the right to vote




•
 
the law disenfranchised some 3,000 voters on the basis of a residence qualification.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
disenfranchised

 )
 — deprived of power; marginalized




•
 
a hard core of kids who are disenfranchised and don't feel connected to the school.










3.
 
deprive (someone) of a right or privilege




•
 
a measure that would disenfranchise people from access to legal advice.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 deprive (someone) of the rights and privileges of a free inhabitant of a borough, city, or country.













disenfranchisement

 
/ˌdisənˈfran(t)SHīzmənt /

 
disfranchisement






noun




the state of being deprived of a right or privilege, especially the right to vote




•
 
the widespread disenfranchisement of minority voters




•
 
the decision fueled a sense of disenfranchisement.



















disengage

 
/ˌdisənˈɡāj/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — separate or release (someone or something) from something to which they are attached or connected




•
 
I 
disengaged

 his hand 
from

 mine




•
 
they clung together for a moment, then she 
disengaged herself

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become released




•
 
the clutch will not disengage.










3.
 
remove (troops) from an area of conflict




•
 
the ceasefire gave the commanders a chance to disengage their forces




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his true intent is to 
disengage from

 the messy conflict.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Fencing]

 pass the point of one's sword over or under the opponent's sword to change the line of attack.













disengaged

 
/ˌdisənˈɡājd/






adjective




emotionally detached




•
 
the students were oddly disengaged, as if they didn't believe they could control their lives.



















disengagement

 
/ˌdisənˈɡājmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of withdrawing from involvement in a particular activity, situation, or group




•
 
their steady 
disengagement from

 politics and politicians.










2.
 
the withdrawal of military forces or the renunciation of military or political influence in a particular area.




3.
 
the process of separating or releasing something or of becoming separated or released




•
 
the mechanism prevents accidental disengagement.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the breaking off of an engagement to be married.




5.
 
emotional detachment; objectivity




•
 
contemporary criticism can afford neutral disengagement.



















disentailment

 
/ˌdisenˈtālmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the action of freeing property from entail




•
 
the disentailment of the church's landed property.














II.
 
derivatives





disentail

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈtāl /






verb






















disentangle

 
/ˌdisənˈtaNGɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free (something or someone) from an entanglement; extricate




•
 
“I must go,” she said, 
disentangling

 her fingers 
from

 Gabriel's




•
 


‹figurative›

 it was often difficult to 
disentangle

 fact 
from

 fiction.










2.
 
remove knots or tangles from (wool, rope, or hair)




•
 
Allen was on his knees disentangling a coil of rope.














II.
 
derivatives





disentanglement

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈtaNGɡəlmənt /






noun





















disenthrall

 
/ˌdisənˈTHrôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 disenthral





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 set free




•
 
I disenthrall my mind from theories.














II.
 
derivatives





disenthrallment






noun





















disentitle

 
/ˌdisənˈtīdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone) of a right




•
 
he was 
disentitled to

 gain damages for the injuries.














II.
 
derivatives





disentitlement






noun





















disentomb

 
/ˌdisənˈto͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (something) from a tomb




•
 
a mummy that we saw disentombed.














II.
 
derivatives





disentombment






noun





















disequilibrium

 
/disˌekwəˈlibrēəm disˌēkwəˈlibrēəm/






noun




a loss or lack of equilibrium or stability, especially in relation to supply, demand, and prices.













disestablish

 
/ˌdisəˈstabliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be disestablished

 )


1.
 
deprive (an organization, especially a country's national church) of its official status.








II.
 
derivatives





disestablishment

 
/ˌdisəˈstabliSHmənt /






noun





















disesteem

 
/ˌdisəˈstēm /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
noun




low esteem or regard




•
 
language is not insulting unless it is intended to show contempt or disesteem.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a low opinion of.













diseuse

 
/dēˈzo͝oz/





I.
 
noun




a female entertainer who performs monologues.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘talker,’ feminine of 
diseur

 , from 
dire

 ‘to say.’





disfavor

 
/disˈfāvər /

 


‹Brit.›

 disfavour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
disapproval or dislike




•
 
the headmaster regarded her with disfavor.










2.
 
the state of being disliked




•
 
raises could be taken away if an employee 
fell into disfavor

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard or treat (someone or something) with disfavor




•
 
the hypothesis was favored and disfavored by approximately equal numbers of scientists.



















disfellowship

 
/disˈfelōˌSHip/





I.
 
noun




exclusion from fellowship, especially as a form of discipline in some Protestant and Mormon churches.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exclude (someone) from fellowship.













disfigure

 
/disˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spoil the attractiveness of




•
 
litter disfigures the countryside




•
 (as 
adj.

 
disfiguring

 )
 
a disfiguring birthmark.














II.
 
derivatives





disfiguration

 
/disˌfiɡyəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desfigurer

 , based on Latin 
figura

 ‘figure.’





disfigurement

 
/disˈfiɡyərmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of spoiling the appearance of something or someone; defacement




•
 
the 
disfigurement of

 this very pleasant area.










2.
 
something that spoils the appearance of someone or something; a blemish




•
 
a severe facial disfigurement.



















disfranchise

 
/disˈfran(t)SHīz/






verb




another term for disenfranchise
 .













disgorge

 
/disˈɡôrj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to pour out




•
 
the combine disgorged a steady stream of grain.










2.
 
(of a building or vehicle) discharge (the occupants)




•
 
an aircraft disgorging paratroopers.










3.
 
yield or give up (funds, especially funds that have been dishonestly acquired)




•
 
they were made to disgorge all the profits made from the record.










4.
 
eject (food) from the throat or mouth.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a river) empty into a sea




•
 
the Nile disgorges into the sea at Rashid.










6.
 
(usu. 
be disgorged

 )
 — remove the sediment from (a sparkling wine) after fermentation




•
 
the wine is aged in the bottle before it is disgorged.














II.
 
derivatives





disgorgement






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
desgorger

 , from 
des-

 (expressing removal) + 
gorge

 ‘throat.’





disgorger

 
/disˈɡôrjər/






noun






[Fishing]

 a device for extracting a hook from a fish's throat.













disgrace

 
/disˈɡrās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
loss of reputation or respect, especially as the result of a dishonorable action




•
 
he left the army 
in disgrace






•
 
if he'd gone back, it would have brought disgrace on the family.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing regarded as shameful and unacceptable




•
 
he's 
a disgrace to

 the legal profession.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring shame or discredit on (someone or something)




•
 
you have disgraced the family name




•
 
John stiffened his jaw so he wouldn't 
disgrace himself

 by crying.










2.
 
(
be disgraced

 )
 — fall from favor or lose a position of power or honor




•
 
he has been publicly disgraced for offenses of which he was not guilty.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): via French from Italian 
disgrazia

 (noun), 
disgraziare

 (verb), from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
gratia

 ‘grace.’





disgraced

 
/disˈɡrāst/






adjective




having fallen from favor or a position of power or honor; discredited




•
 
the disgraced Wall Street financier.



















disgraceful

 
/disˈɡrāsfəl/





I.
 
adjective




shockingly unacceptable




•
 
a disgraceful waste of money




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is disgraceful that they should be denied unemployment benefits.














II.
 
derivatives





disgracefully

 
/disˈɡrāsfəlē /






adverb






















disgruntled

 
/ˌdisˈɡrən(t)ld/





I.
 
adjective




angry or dissatisfied




•
 
judges receive letters from disgruntled members of the public.














II.
 
derivatives





disgruntlement

 
/disˈɡrən(t)lmənt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from dis-
 (as an intensifier) + dialect 
gruntle

 ‘utter little grunts,’ from grunt
 .





disguise

 
/disˈɡīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone or oneself) a different appearance in order to conceal one's identity




•
 
he 
disguised himself as

 a girl




•
 
Brian was disguised as a priest.










2.
 
make (something) unrecognizable by altering its appearance, sound, taste, or smell




•
 
does holding a handkerchief over the mouthpiece really disguise your voice?










3.
 
conceal the nature or existence of (a feeling or situation)




•
 
he made no effort to disguise his contempt.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a means of altering one's appearance or concealing one's identity




•
 
his bizarre disguise drew stares from fellow shoppers.










2.
 
the state of having altered one's appearance in order to conceal one's identity




•
 
I told them you were a policewoman 
in disguise

 .










3.
 
the concealing of one's true intentions or feelings




•
 
rows of small children looked at her without disguise.














III.
 
derivatives





disguisement

 
/disˈɡīzmənt /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English (meaning ‘change one's usual style of dress,’ with no implication of concealing one's identity): from Old French 
desguisier

 .






disgust

 
/disˈɡəst/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of revulsion or profound disapproval aroused by something unpleasant or offensive




•
 
the sight filled her with disgust




•
 
some of the audience walked out 
in disgust

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel revulsion or profound disapproval




•
 
I was disgusted with myself for causing so much misery




•
 (as 
adj.

 
disgusted

 )
 
a disgusted look.














III.
 
derivatives





disgustedly

 
/disˈɡəstədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from early modern French 
desgoust

 or Italian 
disgusto

 , from Latin 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
gustus

 ‘taste.’





disgustful

 
/dəˈskəstfəl/






adjective




old-fashioned term for disgusting
 .














disgusting

 
/disˈɡəstiNG/





I.
 
adjective




arousing revulsion or strong indignation




•
 
he had the most disgusting rotten teeth




•
 
I think the decision is disgusting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disgustingly

 
/dəˈskəstiNGlē disˈɡəstiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
disgustingness






noun






















dish

 
/diSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shallow, typically flat-bottomed container for cooking or serving food




•
 
an ovenproof dish.










2.
 
the food contained or served in a dish




•
 


a dish of

 oysters.










3.
 
a particular variety or preparation of food served as part of a meal




•
 
fresh fish dishes




•
 
pasta was served as a 
main dish

 .










4.
 
(
the dishes

 )
 — all the items that have been used in the preparation, serving, and eating of a meal




•
 
it was our turn to wash the dishes.










5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a shallow, concave receptacle, especially one intended to hold a particular substance




•
 
a water dish.










6.
 
(also 
dish aerial

 )
 — a bowl-shaped radio antenna.

See also satellite dish
 .




7.
 


‹informal›

 a sexually attractive person




•
 
I gather she's quite a dish.










8.
 
(
one's dish

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 a thing that one particularly enjoys or does well




•
 
as a public relations man this was my dish and the campaign was right up my street.










9.
 
(
the dish

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 information that is not generally known or available




•
 
if he has the real dish I wish he'd tell us.










10.
 
concavity of a spoked wheel resulting from a difference in spoke tension on each side and consequent sideways displacement of the rim in relation to the hub.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
dish something out/up

 )
 — put (food) onto a plate or plates before a meal




•
 
Steve was dishing up vegetables.










2.
 
(
dish something out

 )
 — dispense something in a casual or indiscriminate way




•
 
the banks dished out loans to all and sundry.










3.
 
(
dish something up

 )
 — offer or present something, especially something regarded as substandard




•
 
is your ISP short-changing you by dishing up outdated and perhaps incorrect information?










4.
 
(
dish it out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 subject others to criticism or punishment




•
 
you can dish it out but you can't take it.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 gossip or share information, especially information of an intimate or scandalous nature




•
 
groups gather to brag about babies and dish about romances.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 utterly destroy, confound, or defeat (someone or something).




7.
 
give concavity to (a wheel) by tensioning the spokes.

See 
sense

 4 
of the

 noun.








III.
 
phrases





dish the dirt








‹informal›

 reveal or spread scandalous information or gossip.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





dish something off






pass the ball to a teammate, especially in basketball.












V.
 
derivatives





dishful

 
/ˈdiSHˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
disc

 ‘plate, bowl’ (related to Dutch 
dis

 , German 
Tisch

 ‘table’), based on Latin 
discus

 (see discus
 ).






dishabille

 
/ˌdisəˈbē(ə)l /

 
deshabille





I.
 
noun




the state of being only partly or scantily clothed




•
 
the relaxed dishabille of Lely's portraits.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
déshabillé

 , ‘undressed.’





dish antenna






noun




a receiver or transmitter of electromagnetic energy, especially microwaves or radio waves, that consists of a reflector shaped like a shallow dish.













disharmony

 
/ˌdisˈhärmənē/





I.
 
noun




lack of harmony or agreement.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disharmonious

 
/ˌdisˌhärˈmōnēəs /






adjective













2.
 
disharmoniously

 
/-ˌhärˈmōnēəslē /






adverb





















dishcloth

 
/ˈdiSHˌklôTH/






noun




a cloth for washing or drying dishes.













dishcloth gourd






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for loofah
 .













dishearten

 
/disˈhärtn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to lose determination or confidence




•
 
the farmer was disheartened by the damage to his crops.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dishearteningly

 
/disˈhärtniNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
disheartenment

 
/disˈhärtnmənt /






noun





















dished

 
/diSHt/






adjective




having the shape of a dish; concave




•
 
overloaded timber floors are likely to sag, producing a dished or sloping floor surface.



















disheveled

 
/dəˈSHevəld /

 


‹Brit.›

 dishevelled





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's hair, clothes, or appearance) untidy; disordered




•
 
a man with long, disheveled hair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dishevel

 
/dəˈSHev(ə)l /






verb













2.
 
dishevelment

 
/dəˈSHevəlmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete 
dishevely

 , from Old French 
deschevele

 , past participle of 
descheveler

 (based on 
chevel

 ‘hair,’ from Latin 
capillus

 ). The original sense was ‘having the hair uncovered’; later, referring to the hair itself, ‘hanging loose,’ hence ‘disordered, untidy’ Compare with unkempt
 .






dishonest

 
/disˈänəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
behaving or prone to behave in an untrustworthy or fraudulent way




•
 
he was a dishonest hypocrite prepared to exploit his family.










2.
 
intended to mislead or cheat




•
 
he gave the editor a dishonest account of events.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dishonorable, unchaste’): from Old French 
deshoneste

 , Latin 
dehonestus

 .





dishonestly

 
/disˈänəs(t)lē/






adverb




in an untrustworthy, deceitful, or insincere way




•
 
he admitted six offenses of dishonestly obtaining money




•
 
they acted dishonestly for their own selfish gains.



















dishonesty

 
/disˈänəstē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deceitfulness shown in someone's character or behavior




•
 
the dismissal of thirty civil servants for dishonesty and misconduct.










2.
 
a fraudulent or deceitful act.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dishonor, sexual misconduct’): from Old French 
deshoneste

 ‘indecency’ (see dishonest
 ).





dishonor

 
/disˈänər /

 


‹Brit.›

 dishonour





I.
 
noun




a state of shame or disgrace




•
 
the incident brought dishonor upon the police.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring shame or disgrace on




•
 
the mayor dishonors his good battle by resorting to sniping.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 violate the chastity of (a woman); rape.




3.
 
fail to observe or respect (an agreement or principle)




•
 
the community has its own principles it can itself honor or dishonor.










4.
 
refuse to accept or pay (a check or a promissory note).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
deshonor

 (noun), 
deshonorer

 (verb), based on Latin 
honor

 ‘honor.’





dishonorable

 
/disˈänərəb(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 dishonourable





I.
 
adjective




bringing shame or disgrace on someone or something




•
 
his crimes are petty and dishonorable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dishonorableness






noun













2.
 
dishonorably

 
/disˈän(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















dishonorable discharge






noun




the dismissal of someone from the armed forces as a result of criminal or morally unacceptable actions.













dishpan

 
/ˈdiSHˌpan/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large basin in which dishes are washed.













dishpan hands






plural noun




red, rough, or chapped hands caused by sensitivity to or excessive use of household detergents or other cleaning agents.













dishrag

 
/ˈdiSHˌraɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a dishcloth.














dish towel

 
/ˈdiSHˌtou(ə)l/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cloth for drying washed dishes, utensils, and glasses




•
 
I asked where the dish towel was so I could dry.



















dishwasher

 
/ˈdiSHˌwôSHər ˈdiSHˌwäSHər/






noun



1.
 
a machine for washing dishes automatically.




2.
 
a person employed to wash dishes.













dishwater

 
/ˈdiSHˌwôdər/





I.
 
noun




dirty water in which dishes have been washed




•
 
as for the coffee, dishwater would probably have tasted better.














II.
 
phrases





dull as dishwater






see dull
 .

















dishy

 
/ˈdiSHē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 sexually attractive.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 scandalous or gossipy




•
 
she's the perfect candidate for a dishy biography.



















disillusion

 
/ˌdisəˈlo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun




disappointment resulting from the discovery that something is not as good as one believed it to be




•
 
enthusiasm for the government evaporated into a more cynical disillusion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to realize that a belief or an ideal is false




•
 
if they think we have a magic formula to solve the problem, don't disillusion them.



















disillusioned

 
/ˌdisəˈlo͞oZHənd/






adjective




disappointed in someone or something that one discovers to be less good than one had believed




•
 
the minority groups were completely 
disillusioned with

 the party.



















disillusionment

 
/ˌdisəˈlo͞oZHənmənt/






noun




a feeling of disappointment resulting from the discovery that something is not as good as one believed it to be




•
 
the high abstention rate at the election reflected the voters' growing 
disillusionment with

 politics.



















disincarnate

 
/ˌdisinˈkärnit, -nāt/






adjective




another term for discarnate
 .













disincentive

 
/ˌdisənˈsen(t)iv/






noun




a factor, especially a financial disadvantage, that tends to discourage people from doing something




•
 
spiraling house prices are beginning to act as a disincentive to development.



















disincentivize

 
/ˌdisinˈsen(t)ivīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discourage (a person or course of action) by removing an incentive




•
 
would such legislation disincentivize marriage?



















disinclination

 
/disˌinkliˈnāSHən/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a reluctance or lack of enthusiasm




•
 
Lucy felt a strong 
disinclination to

 talk about her engagement.



















disinclined

 
/ˌdisənˈklīnd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
unwilling; reluctant




•
 
the rural community was disinclined to abandon the old ways.



















disincorporate

 
/ˌdisənˈkôrpərāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dissolve (a corporate body).













disinfect

 
/ˌdisənˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean (something), especially with a chemical, in order to destroy bacteria




•
 
he disinfected and dressed the cut on his forehead.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘rid of infection’): from French 
désinfecter

 , from 
dés-

 (expressing reversal) + 
infecter

 ‘to infect.’





disinfectant

 
/ˌdisənˈfektənt/





I.
 
noun




a chemical liquid that destroys bacteria.








II.
 
adjective




causing the destruction of bacteria




•
 
cleansing and disinfectant products.



















disinfection

 
/ˌdisənˈfekSHən/






noun




the process of cleaning something, especially with a chemical, in order to destroy bacteria




•
 
instruments must undergo high-level disinfection before reuse.



















disinfest

 
/ˌdisənˈfest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rid (someone or something) of infesting vermin.








II.
 
derivatives





disinfestation

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˌfesˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun





















disinflation

 
/ˌdisənˈflāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




reduction in the rate of inflation.








II.
 
derivatives





disinflationary

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈflāSHəˌnerē /






adjective





















disinformation

 
/ˌdisənfərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




false information that is intended to mislead, especially propaganda issued by a government organization to a rival power or the media.











– origin

 1950s: formed on the pattern of Russian 
dezinformatsiya

 .





disingenuous

 
/ˌdisənˈjenyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




not candid or sincere, typically by pretending that one knows less about something than one really does.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disingenuously

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈjenyo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
disingenuousness

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈjenyo͞oəsnəs /






noun





















disinherit

 
/ˌdisənˈherit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change one's will or take other steps to prevent (someone) from inheriting one's property.








II.
 
derivatives





disinheritance

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈherəd(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (superseding earlier 
disherit

 ): from dis-
 (expressing removal) + 
inherit

 in the obsolete sense ‘make someone an heir.’





disinhibit

 
/ˌdisinˈhibit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) less inhibited




•
 
as well as disinhibiting me, he educated me.














II.
 
derivatives





disinhibition

 
/ˌdisinəˈbiSHn ˌdisinhiˈbiSHn /






noun





















disintegrate

 
/disˈin(t)əˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break up into small parts, typically as the result of impact or decay




•
 
when the missile struck, the car disintegrated in a sheet of searing flame.










2.
 
(of a society, family, or other social group) weaken or break apart




•
 
the marriage disintegrated amid allegations that she was having an affair.










3.
 


[Physics]

 undergo or cause to undergo disintegration at a subatomic level


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a meson can spontaneously disintegrate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it has become a relatively easy matter to disintegrate almost any atom.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disintegrative

 
/-ˌɡrātiv /






adjective













2.
 
disintegrator

 
/disˈin(t)əˌɡrādər /






noun





















disintegration

 
/disˌin(t)əˈɡrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of losing cohesion or strength




•
 
the twin problems of economic failure and social disintegration.










2.
 
the process of coming to pieces




•
 
the disintegration of infected cells.










3.
 


[Physics]

 a process in which a nucleus or other subatomic particle emits a smaller particle or divides into smaller particles.













disinter

 
/ˌdisənˈtər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dig up (something that has been buried, especially a corpse).




2.
 
discover (something that is well hidden)




•
 
he has disinterred and translated an important collection of writings.














II.
 
derivatives





disinterment

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈtərmənt /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
désenterrer

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
enterrer

 ‘to inter.’





disinterest

 
/disˈint(ə)rəst/






noun



1.
 
the state of not being influenced by personal involvement in something; impartiality




•
 
I do not claim any scholarly disinterest with this book.










2.
 
lack of interest in something




•
 
he chided Dennis for his 
disinterest in

 anything that is not his own idea.



















disinterested

 
/disˈintrəstəd disˈin(t)əˌrestəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not influenced by considerations of personal advantage




•
 
a banker is under an obligation to give disinterested advice.










2.
 
having or feeling no interest in something




•
 
her father was so disinterested in her progress that he only visited the school once.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disinterestedly

 
/disˈintrəstədlē disˈin(t)əˌrestədlē /






adverb













2.
 
disinterestedness

 
/disˈintrəstədnəs disˈin(t)əˌrestədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: past participle of the rare verb 
disinterest

 ‘rid of interest or concern,’ from dis-
 (expressing removal) + the verb interest
 . / 
usage:

 One of the most contended questions of usage is the difference between 
disinterested

 and 
uninterested

 . According to traditional guidelines, 
disinterested

 should never be used to mean ‘not interested’ (i.e., it is not a synonym for 
uninterested

 ) but only to mean ‘impartial,’ as in the judgments of 
disinterested

 outsiders are likely to be more useful. Ironically, the earliest recorded sense of 
disinterested

 is for the disputed sense. Today, the ‘incorrect’ use of 
disinterested

 is widespread: around a quarter of citations in the Oxford English Corpus for 
disinterested

 are for this sense.





disintermediation

 
/disˌin(t)ərmēdēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




reduction in the use of intermediaries between producers and consumers, for example by investing directly in the securities market rather than through a bank.













disinvent

 
/ˌdisinˈvent/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the invention of (something)




•
 
you can't disinvent nuclear power.



















disinvest

 
/ˌdisənˈvest/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw or reduce an investment




•
 
the oil industry began to disinvest, and oil share prices have fallen




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they opposed the move to disinvest shares.














II.
 
derivatives





disinvestment

 
/ˌdis(ə)nˈvestmənt /






noun





















disinvite

 
/ˌdisinˈvīt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw or cancel an invitation to (someone)




•
 
the White House called to disinvite him from the president's party.



















disinvoltura

 
/disˌinvälˈtyo͝orə, -vôl-/





I.
 
noun




self-assurance; lack of constraint.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from 
disinvolto

 ‘unembarrassed,’ from 
disinvolgere

 ‘unwind.’





disjecta membra

 
/dəsˌjektə ˈmembrə/





I.
 
plural noun




scattered fragments, especially of written work.











– origin

 Latin, alteration of 
disjecti membra poetae

 (used by Horace) ‘limbs of a dismembered poet.’






disjoin

 
/disˈjoin/





I.
 
verb




separate; take or come apart


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the paired chromosomes fail to separate or disjoin during cell division.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desjoindre

 , from Latin 
disjungere

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





disjoint

 
/disˈjoint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disturb the cohesion or organization of




•
 
the loss of the area disjointed military plans.










2.
 


‹dated›

 take apart at the joints




•
 
disjoint a four-pound chicken, put in a pot, and simmer until tender.














II.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 (of two or more sets) having no elements in common.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘disjointed’): from Old French 
desjoint

 ‘separated,’ from the verb 
desjoindre

 (see disjoin
 ).





disjointed

 
/disˈjoin(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking a coherent sequence or connection




•
 
piecing together disjointed fragments of information.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disjointedly

 
/disˈjoin(t)ədlē /






adverb













2.
 
disjointedness

 
/disˈjoin(t)ədnəs /






noun






















disjunct





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/disˈjəNGkt /



1.
 
disjoined and distinct from one another




•
 
these items of evidence are just phrases and clauses, often wildly disjunct.










2.
 
of or relating to the movement of a melody from one note to another by a leap.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdisjəNGkt /



1.
 


[Logic]

 each of the terms of a disjunctive proposition.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 another term for sentence adverb
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
disjunctus

 ‘disjoined, separated,’ from the verb 
disjungere

 .





disjunction

 
/ˌdisˈjəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lack of correspondence or consistency




•
 
there is a 
disjunction between

 the skills taught in education and those demanded in the labor market.










2.
 


[Logic]

 the relationship between two distinct alternatives.




3.
 
a statement expressing the relationship between two distinct alternatives (especially one using the word “or”).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
disjunctio(n-)

 , from 
disjungere

 ‘disjoin’ (see disjunct
 ).






disjunctive

 
/disˈjəNGktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking connection




•
 
the novel's disjunctive detail.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a conjunction) expressing a choice between two mutually exclusive possibilities, for example 
or

 in 
she asked if he was going or staying

 .

Compare with copulative
 .




3.
 


[Logic]

 (of a proposition) expressing alternatives.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a disjunctive conjunction or other word.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 a disjunctive proposition.








III.
 
derivatives





disjunctively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): from Latin 
disjunctivus

 , from 
disjunct-

 ‘disjoined’ (see disjunct
 ).





disjuncture

 
/ˌdisˈjəNG(k)CHər/





I.
 
noun




a separation or disconnection




•
 
the monstrous disjuncture between his private and his public life.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
disjunctura

 , from Latin 
disjunct-

 ‘disjoined’ (see disjunct
 ).





disk

 
/disk /

 
disc





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat, thin, round object




•
 
heavy metal disks the size of hockey pucks




•
 
onion soup ladled over a disk of cheese.










2.
 
an information storage device for a computer in the shape of a round flat plate that can be rotated to give access to all parts of the surface. The data may be stored either magnetically (in a 
magnetic disk

 ) or optically (in an 
optical disk

 such as a CD-ROM).




3.
 
(
disc

 )
 — a CD or record.




4.
 
(
discs

 )
 — one of the suits in some tarot packs, corresponding to coins in others.




5.
 
a shape or surface that is round and flat in appearance




•
 
the smudged yellow disk of the moon.










6.
 
a roundish, flattened part in an animal or plant, in particular




7.
 
(
disc

 or 
intervertebral disc

 )
 — a layer of cartilage separating adjacent vertebrae in the spine




•
 
he suffered a prolapsed disc.










8.
 


[Botany]

 (in a composite flower head of the daisy family) a close-packed cluster of disk florets in the center, forming the yellow part of the flower head.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cultivate (a field) with a disk harrow.








III.
 
derivatives





diskless






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally referring to the seemingly flat round form of the sun or moon): from French 
disque

 or Latin 
discus

 (see discus
 ). / 
usage:

 Generally speaking, the US spelling is 
disk

 and the British spelling is 
disc

 , although there is much overlap and variation between the two. In particular, the spelling for senses relating to computers is nearly always 
disk

 , as in 
floppy disk

 , 
disk drive

 , etc., but 
disc

 is the norm for 
compact disc

 , 
disc brakes

 , and 
disc camera

 .






disk drive

 
/ˈdis(k) ˌdrīv/






noun




a device that allows a computer to read from and write to computer disks.













diskette

 
/disˈket/






noun




another term for floppy disk
 .














disk floret






noun






[Botany]

 (in a composite flower head of the daisy family) any of a number of small, tubular, and usually fertile florets that form the disk. In rayless plants such as the tansy, the flower head is composed entirely of disk florets.

Compare with ray floret
 .













disk harrow

 
/disk ˈherō/






noun




a harrow with cutting edges consisting of a row of concave disks set at an oblique angle.













Disko

 
/ˈdiskō/






an island with extensive coal deposits on the western coast of Greenland. Its chief settlement is Godhavn.









disk operating system






noun




see DOS
 .













disk-shaped

 
disc-shaped






adjective




flat, thin, and circular like a disk.













disk wheel






noun




a wheel, especially a bicycle wheel, with a central disk in place of spokes.













dislike

 
/disˈlīk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel distaste for or hostility toward




•
 
he was not distressed by the death of a man he had always disliked.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of distaste or hostility




•
 
despite her dislike of publicity, she was quite a celebrated figure




•
 
they had 
taken a dislike to

 each other.










2.
 
a thing to which one feels aversion




•
 
I know all his likes and dislikes.














III.
 
derivatives





dislikeable

 
/disˈlīkəb(ə)l /

 
dislikable






adjective






















dislocate

 
/ˈdisləˌkāt disˈlōˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disturb the normal arrangement or position of (something, typically a joint in the body)




•
 
he dislocated his shoulder in training.










2.
 
disturb the organization of; disrupt




•
 
trade was dislocated by a famine.










3.
 
move from its proper place or position




•
 
the symbol is dislocated from its political context.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably a back-formation from dislocation
 , but perhaps from medieval Latin 
dislocatus

 ‘moved from a former position,’ from the verb 
dislocare

 .






dislocation

 
/ˌdislōˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
disturbance from a proper, original, or usual place or state




•
 
he fell prey to loneliness and a wrenching sense of dislocation




•
 
the social dislocations caused by government policies.










2.
 
injury or disability caused when the normal position of a joint or other part of the body is disturbed




•
 
congenital dislocation of the hip




•
 
dealing with fractures and dislocations.










3.
 


[Crystallography]

 a displacement of part of a crystal lattice structure.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
dislocatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dislocare

 (see dislocate
 ), based on Latin 
locare

 ‘to place.’





dislodge

 
/disˈläj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
knock or force out of position




•
 
the hoofs of their horses dislodged loose stones.










2.
 
remove from a position of power or authority




•
 
government opponents failed to dislodge the prime minister.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dislodgeable






adjective













2.
 
dislodgment

 
dislodgement






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
deslogier

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
logier

 ‘encamp,’ from 
loge

 (see lodge
 ).





disloyal

 
/ˌdisˈloi(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
failing to be loyal to a person, country, or body to which one has obligations




•
 
she felt that inquiring into her father's past would be 
disloyal to

 her mother.










2.
 
(of an action, speech, or thought) demonstrating a lack of loyalty




•
 
disloyal mutterings about his leadership.














II.
 
derivatives





disloyally

 
/disˈloiəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
desloial

 , from 
des-

 (expressing negation) + 
loial

 ‘loyal.’





disloyalty

 
/disˈloiəltē/






noun




the quality of not being loyal to a person, country, or organization; unfaithfulness




•
 
an accusation of disloyalty and betrayal.



















dismal

 
/ˈdizməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
depressing; dreary




•
 
the dismal weather made the late afternoon seem like evening.










2.
 
(of a person or a mood) gloomy




•
 
his dismal mood was not dispelled by finding the house empty.










3.
 


‹informal›

 pitifully or disgracefully bad




•
 
he shuddered as he watched his team's dismal performance.














II.
 
derivatives





dismalness

 
/ˈdizməlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from earlier 
dismal

 (noun), denoting the two days in each month that in medieval times were believed to be unlucky, from Anglo-Norman French 
dis mal

 , from medieval Latin 
dies mali

 ‘evil days.’





dismally

 
/ˈdizməlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a gloomy or depressed manner




•
 
we drove around dismally




•
 
the wolves howl dismally.










2.
 


‹informal›

 in a disgracefully bad way




•
 
the second half was a disappointment, with both teams performing dismally




•
 
the scheme failed dismally.



















dismal science






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ] (usu. 
the dismal science

 )


1.
 


‹humorous›

 economics.













Dismal Swamp






another name for Great Dismal Swamp
 .









dismantle

 
/disˈman(t)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (a machine or structure) to pieces




•
 
the engines were dismantled and the bits piled into a heap




•
 


‹figurative›

 the old regime was dismantled.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dismantlement

 
/disˈman(t)lmənt /






noun













2.
 
dismantler

 
/-t(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘destroy the defensive capability of (a fortification)’): from Old French 
desmanteler

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
manteler

 ‘fortify’ (from Latin 
mantellum

 ‘cloak’).





dismast

 
/disˈmast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break or topple the mast or masts of (a ship)


(as 
adj.

 
dismasted

 )


•
 
a dismasted ship wallowing in stormy seas.



















dismay

 
/disˈmā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel consternation and distress




•
 
they were dismayed by the U-turn in policy.














II.
 
noun




consternation and distress, typically that caused by something unexpected




•
 


to his dismay

 , she left him.














III.
 
derivatives





dismayingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
dis-

 (expressing negation) + the Germanic base of may
 1
 .





dismember

 
/disˈmembər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off the limbs of (a person or animal)




•
 
I can picture you in a white jacket dismembering rats




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dismembered

 )
 
he buried their dismembered bodies in the back yard.










2.
 
partition or divide up (a territory or organization)




•
 
Russia intended to dismember the Ottoman Empire.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
desmembrer

 , based on Latin 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
membrum

 ‘limb.’





dismemberment

 
/disˈmembərmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of cutting off a person's or animal's limbs




•
 
graphic pictures of torture and dismemberment.










2.
 
the action of partitioning or dividing up a territory or organization




•
 
the dissolution and dismemberment of the British empire.




















dismiss

 
/disˈmis/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
order or allow to leave; send away




•
 
she dismissed the taxi at the corner of the road.










2.
 
discharge from employment or office




•
 
CBS Records dismissed another 120 people.










3.
 
treat as unworthy of serious consideration




•
 
it would be easy to 
dismiss

 him 
as

 all brawn and no brain.










4.
 
deliberately cease to think about




•
 
he suspected a double meaning in her words, but dismissed the thought.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a group assembled under someone's authority) disperse




•
 
he told his company to dismiss.










6.
 


[Law]

 refuse further hearing to (a case)




•
 
the judge dismissed the case for lack of evidence.














II.
 
derivatives





dismissible

 
/disˈmisəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
dismiss-

 , variant of Latin 
dimiss-

 ‘sent away,’ from the verb 
dimittere

 .





dismissal

 
/ˌdisˈmis(ə)l/






noun



1.
 
the act of ordering or allowing someone to leave




•
 
their controversial 
dismissal from

 the competition.










2.
 
the act of removing someone from employment or office; discharge




•
 
the dismissal of an employee




•
 
a claim for unfair dismissal.










3.
 


[Cricket]

 an instance of ending a batsman's innings or of having one's innings ended




•
 
marring his effort was his dismissal in the next over.










4.
 
the act of treating something as unworthy of serious consideration; rejection




•
 
the government's dismissal of the report.










5.
 


[Law]

 a decision not to continue hearing a case




•
 
the dismissal of the appeal.



















dismissive

 
/disˈmisiv/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing that something is unworthy of consideration




•
 
he is too dismissive of the importance of the industrialists.














II.
 
derivatives





dismissiveness






noun





















dismissively

 
/disˈmisivlē/






adverb




in a manner that suggests that something or someone is unworthy of consideration




•
 
he was treated dismissively and mocked publicly




•
 
Elizabeth shrugged dismissively.



















dismount

 
/disˈmount/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — alight from a horse, bicycle, or other thing that one is riding.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to fall or alight.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (something) from its support




•
 
we have to dismount the pump.










4.
 


[Computing]

 make (a disk or disk drive) unavailable for use.








II.
 
noun






[Gymnastics]

 a move in which a gymnast jumps off an apparatus or completes a floor exercise.




•
 
on the uneven bars the women go for ever more complex dismounts.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dis-
 + mount
 1
 , probably on the pattern of Old French 
desmonter

 , medieval Latin 
dismontare

 .





Disney, Walt

 
/ˈdiznē/






(1901–66), US animator and movie and television producer; full name 
Walter Elias Disney

 . He became known for his cartoon characters that included Mickey Mouse (who first appeared in 1928), Donald Duck, Goofy, and Pluto. 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

 (1937) was the first full-length cartoon with sound and color. Other notable animated movies: 
Pinocchio

 (1940), 
Dumbo

 (1941), 
Bambi

 (1942), 
Cinderella

 (1950), and 
Peter Pan

 (1953).









Disneyland






noun



1.
 
a theme park in Anaheim, California, that opened in 1955.

[from Walt 
Disney

 .]




2.
 
a large, bustling place filled with colorful attractions.




3.
 
a place of fantasy or make-believe




•
 
their own think tank, their own Disneyland of future ideas




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Disneyland conceptions of defense which have no genuine relevance.



















Disney World






an amusement park in Lake Buena Vista, southwest of Orlando, Florida, that opened in 1971.









disobedience

 
/ˌdisəˈbēdēəns/






noun




failure or refusal to obey rules or someone in authority




•
 
he made no allowances for neglect or disobedience of orders.



















disobedient

 
/ˌdisəˈbēdēənt/





I.
 
adjective




refusing to obey rules or someone in authority




•
 
Larry was stern with disobedient employees.














II.
 
derivatives





disobediently

 
/ˌdisəˈbēdēən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desobedient

 , based on Latin 
oboedient-

 ‘obeying’ (see obedient
 ).





disobey

 
/ˌdisəˈbā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to obey (rules, a command, or someone in authority)




•
 
around 1,000 soldiers had disobeyed orders and surrendered.














II.
 
derivatives





disobeyer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desobeir

 , based on Latin 
oboedire

 ‘obey’ (see obey
 ).





disoblige

 
/ˌdisəˈblīj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offend (someone) by not acting in accordance with their wishes




•
 
one didn't disoblige them if one could help it.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘release from an obligation’): from French 
désobliger

 , based on Latin 
obligare

 ‘oblige.’





disobliging

 
/ˌdisəˈblījiNG/






adjective




deliberately unhelpful; uncooperative.













disomy

 
/dīˈsōmē/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 the condition of having a chromosome represented twice in a chromosomal complement.








II.
 
derivatives





disomic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + -some
 3
 + -y
 3
 .





disorder

 
/ˌdisˈôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of confusion




•
 
tiresome days of mess and disorder.










2.
 
the disruption of peaceful and law-abiding behavior




•
 
recurrent food crises led to periodic outbreaks of disorder.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 a disruption of normal physical or mental functions; a disease or abnormal condition




•
 
eating disorders




•
 
an improved understanding of mental disorder.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
disordered

 )


1.
 
disrupt the systematic functioning or neat arrangement of




•
 
she went to comb her disordered hair




•
 
his sleep is disordered.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 disrupt the healthy or normal functioning of




•
 
a patient who is mentally disordered.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘upset the order of’): alteration, influenced by order
 , of earlier 
disordain

 , from Old French 
desordener

 , ultimately based on Latin 
ordinare

 ‘ordain.’





disorderly

 
/ˌdisˈôrdərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking organization; untidy




•
 
his life was as disorderly as ever




•
 
a disorderly pile of books.










2.
 
involving or contributing to a breakdown of peaceful and law-abiding behavior




•
 
they had no intention of staging a disorderly protest.














II.
 
derivatives





disorderliness

 
/diˈsôrdərlēnəs /






noun





















disorderly conduct






noun






[Law]

 unruly behavior constituting a minor offense.













disorderly house

 
/diˈsôrdərlē houz/






noun






[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 a brothel.













disorganization

 
/disˌôrɡ(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
lack of proper planning and control




•
 
social disorganization is destroying the well-being of the population




•
 
the evacuation was dogged by chaos and disorganization.










2.
 
inability to plan one's activities or affairs efficiently




•
 
if you frequently lose your keys you may be suffering from chronic disorganization.



















disorganize

 
/disˈôrɡəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disrupt the systematic order or functioning of




•
 
attacks on leading government figures might disorganize the regime.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (dating from the French Revolution): from French 
désorganiser

 .





disorganized

 
/disˈôrɡəˌnīzd/






adjective



1.
 
not properly planned and controlled




•
 
the campaign was hopelessly disorganized.










2.
 
(of a person) unable to plan one's activities efficiently




•
 
my boss decided that I was unproductive and disorganized.




















disorient

 
/disˈôrēˌent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
disoriented

 )


1.
 
make (someone) lose their sense of direction




•
 
she was so disoriented that Joe had to walk her to her room.










2.
 
make (someone) feel confused




•
 
jet lag leaves you irritable, disoriented, and tired.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
désorienter

 ‘turn from the east.’





disorientate

 
/disˈôrēənˌtāt/






verb






(Brit.)

 another term for disorient
 .













disorientation

 
/disˌôrēənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the condition of having lost one's sense of direction




•
 
as we walked on into the night, an air of total disorientation descended.










2.
 
a state of mental confusion




•
 
the hospital environment can bring anxiety and disorientation to patients.



















disown

 
/disˈōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to acknowledge or maintain any connection with




•
 
Howard's rich family had disowned him because of his marriage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disowner






noun













2.
 
disownment

 
/disˈōnmənt /






noun





















disparage

 
/dəˈsperij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard or represent as being of little worth




•
 
he never missed an opportunity to disparage his competitors.














II.
 
derivatives





disparagement

 
/dəˈsperijmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘marry someone of unequal rank,’ also ‘bring discredit on’): from Old French 
desparagier

 ‘marry someone of unequal rank,’ based on Latin 
par

 ‘equal.’





disparager

 
/diˈsperijər/






noun




a person who criticizes someone as being of little worth




•
 
he is shrewder than his disparagers would credit.



















disparaging

 
/diˈsperijiNG/





I.
 
adjective




expressing the opinion that something is of little worth; derogatory




•
 
disparaging remarks about public housing.














II.
 
derivatives





disparagingly

 
/dəˈsperijiNGlē /






adverb





















disparate

 
/ˈdispərət dəˈsperət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
essentially different in kind; not allowing comparison




•
 
they inhabit disparate worlds of thought.










2.
 
containing elements very different from one another




•
 
a culturally disparate country.














II.
 
noun

 — (
disparates

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 things so unlike that there is no basis for comparison.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disparately






adverb













2.
 
disparateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
disparatus

 ‘separated,’ from the verb 
disparare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
parare

 ‘to prepare’; influenced in sense by Latin 
dispar

 ‘unequal.’





disparity

 
/dəˈsperədē/





I.
 
noun




a great difference




•
 
economic 
disparities between

 different regions of the country




•
 
the great disparity of weight between the sun and the planets.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
disparité

 , from late Latin 
disparitas

 , based on Latin 
paritas

 ‘parity.’





dispassionate

 
/disˈpaSH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective




not influenced by strong emotion, and so able to be rational and impartial




•
 
she dealt with life's disasters in a calm, dispassionate way.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dispassion

 
/-SHən /






noun













2.
 
dispassionateness

 
/disˈpaSH(ə)nətnəs /






noun





















dispassionately

 
/disˈpaSH(ə)nətlē/






adverb




in an unemotional, rational, and impartial manner




•
 
he will look at the situation calmly and dispassionately




•
 
the issue is hard to view dispassionately.




















dispatch

 
/dəˈspaCH /

 
despatch





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send off to a destination or for a purpose




•
 
he dispatched messages back to base




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the mayor dispatched 150 police officers to restore order.










2.
 
deal with (a task, problem, or opponent) quickly and efficiently




•
 
they dispatched the opposition.










3.
 
kill




•
 
he dispatched the animal with one blow.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the sending of someone or something to a destination or for a purpose




•
 
a resolution authorizing the dispatch of a peacekeeping force.










2.
 
speed in action




•
 
the situation might change, so he should proceed 
with dispatch

 .










3.
 
an official report on state or military affairs




•
 
in his battle dispatch he described the gunner's bravery.










4.
 
a report sent in by a newspaper's correspondent from a faraway place.




5.
 
the killing of someone or something




•
 
the legendary dispatch of villains by a hero.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Italian 
dispacciare

 or Spanish 
despachar

 ‘expedite,’ from 
dis-

 , 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + the base of Italian 
impacciare

 , Spanish 
empachar

 ‘hinder.’





dispatch box

 
/dəˈspaCH ˈˌbäks/






noun




a container for dispatches, especially official state or military documents.













dispatcher

 
/dəˈspaCHər /

 
despatcher






noun



1.
 
a person whose job is to receive messages and organize the movement of people or vehicles, especially in the emergency services




•
 
he told the dispatcher that his wife wasn't breathing




•
 
a cab driver responded to a call from his dispatcher




•
 [with 
modifier

 ]
 
emergency police dispatchers received a call from the building at 8:45 a.m.










2.
 
a person who sends something to a destination.













dispatch rider

 
/dəˈspaCH ˈˌrīdər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a messenger who delivers urgent business documents or military dispatches by motorcycle or (formerly) on horseback.













dispel

 
/dəˈspel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a doubt, feeling, or belief) disappear




•
 
the brightness of the day did nothing to dispel Elaine's dejection.














II.
 
derivatives





dispeller






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dispellere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’






dispensable

 
/dəˈspensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be replaced or done without; superfluous




•
 
tiny battlefield robots will be cheap and dispensable.










2.
 
(of a law or other rule) able to be relaxed in special cases.








II.
 
derivatives





dispensability

 
/-ˌpensəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘permissible in special circumstances’): from medieval Latin 
dispensabilis

 , from Latin 
dispensare

 (see dispense
 ).





dispensary

 
/dəˈspens(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room where medicines are prepared and provided.




2.
 
a clinic provided by public or charitable funds.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a facility that prepares and sells medical marijuana




•
 
state-issued ID cards are good for up to two ounces of pot a month from state-approved dispensaries.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
dispensarium

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
dispensarius

 , from Latin 
dispensare

 (see dispense
 ).





dispensation

 
/ˌdispənˈsāSH(ə)n ˌdispenˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
exemption from a rule or usual requirement




•
 
although she was too young, she was given special dispensation to play two matches




•
 
they were given a dispensation to take most of the first week off.










2.
 
permission to be exempted from the laws or observances of a church




•
 
he received papal dispensation to hold a number of benefices.










3.
 
a system of order, government, or organization of a nation, community, etc., especially as existing at a particular time




•
 
scholarship is conveyed to a wider audience than under the old dispensation.










4.
 
(in Christian theology) a divinely ordained order prevailing at a particular period of history




•
 
the Mosaic dispensation.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 an act of divine providence




•
 
the laws to which the creator in all his dispensations conforms.










6.
 
the action of distributing or supplying something




•
 
regulations controlling dispensation of medications.














II.
 
derivatives





dispensational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dispensatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dispensare

 (see dispense
 ).





dispensationalism

 
/ˌdispənˈsāSHənlˌizəm, -pen-/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 belief in a system of historical progression, as revealed in the Bible, consisting of a series of stages in God's self-revelation and plan of salvation.








II.
 
derivatives





dispensationalist






noun






















dispense

 
/dəˈspens/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — distribute or provide (a service or information) to a number of people




•
 
he dispensed a gentle pat on Claude's back.










2.
 
(of a machine) supply (a product or cash)




•
 
the machines dispense a range of drinks and snacks.










3.
 
(of a pharmacist) make up and give out (medicine) according to a doctor's prescription.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dispense with

 )
 — manage without; get rid of




•
 
let's dispense with the formalities, shall we?










5.
 
give special exemption from (a law or rule)




•
 
the secretary of state was empowered to dispense with the nationality requirement in individual cases.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grant (someone) an exemption from a religious obligation




•
 
the pope personally nominated him as bishop, 
dispensing

 him 
from

 his impediment.














II.
 
phrases





dispense with someone's services






dismiss someone from a job.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dispensare

 ‘continue to weigh out or disburse,’ from the verb 
dispendere

 , based on 
pendere

 ‘weigh.’





dispenser

 
/dəˈspensər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that dispenses something




•
 
his role as protector of the weak and dispenser of justice.










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — an automatic machine or container that is designed to release a specific amount of something




•
 
a paper towel dispenser.



















dispersal

 
/dəˈspərsəl/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of distributing things or people over a wide area




•
 
the dispersal of people to increasingly distant suburbs.










2.
 
the splitting up of a group or gathering of people, causing them to leave in different directions




•
 
the dispersal of the crowd by mounted police.










3.
 
the splitting up and selling off of a collection of artifacts or books




•
 
the dispersal of the John Willett Collection.



















dispersant

 
/dəˈspərsənt/






noun




a liquid or gas used to disperse small particles in a medium.














disperse

 
/dəˈspərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute or spread over a wide area




•
 
storms can disperse seeds via high altitudes




•
 
camping sites could be 
dispersed among

 trees so as to be out of sight.










2.
 
go or cause to go in different directions or to different destinations


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the crowd dispersed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the police used tear gas to disperse the protesters.










3.
 
(with reference to gas, smoke, mist, or cloud) thin out or cause to thin out and disappear


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the earlier mist had dispersed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
winds dispersed the bomb's radioactive cloud high in the atmosphere.










4.
 


[Physics]

 divide (light) into constituents of different wavelengths.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 distribute (small particles) uniformly in a medium.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a phase dispersed in another phase, as in a colloid




•
 
emulsions should be examined after storage for droplet size of the disperse phase.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disperser






noun













2.
 
dispersible






adjective













3.
 
dispersive

 
/dəˈspərsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dispers-

 ‘scattered,’ from the verb 
dispergere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘widely’ + 
spargere

 ‘scatter, strew.’





dispersion

 
/diˈspərZHən diˈspərSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of distributing things or people over a wide area




•
 
some seeds rely on birds for dispersion.










2.
 
the state of being dispersed over a wide area




•
 
the general dispersion of Hellenistic culture.










3.
 


[Ecology]

 the pattern of distribution of individuals within a habitat.




4.
 
(also 
the Dispersion

 )
 — another term for diaspora
 .




5.
 
a mixture of one substance dispersed in another medium.




6.
 


[Physics]

 the separation of white light into colors, or the separation of any radiation according to wavelength.




7.
 


[Statistics]

 the extent to which values of a variable differ from a fixed value such as the mean.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
dispersio(n-)

 , from Latin 
dispergere

 (see disperse
 ).





dispirit

 
/dəˈspirit/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to lose enthusiasm or hope




•
 
the army was dispirited by the uncomfortable winter conditions.



















dispirited

 
/dəˈspirədəd/





I.
 
adjective




having lost enthusiasm and hope; disheartened




•
 
she was determined to appear unworried in front of her dispirited family.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dispiritedly

 
/dəˈspirədədlē /






adverb













2.
 
dispiritedness






noun





















dispiriting

 
/dəˈspirədiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing someone to lose enthusiasm and hope; disheartening




•
 
it was a dispiriting occasion.














II.
 
derivatives





dispiritingly






adverb





















displace

 
/disˈplās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take over the place, position, or role of (someone or something)




•
 
in the northern states of India, Hindi has largely displaced English.










2.
 
cause (something) to move from its proper or usual place




•
 
he seems to have displaced some vertebrae.










3.
 
(usu. 
be displaced

 )
 — force (someone) to leave their home, typically because of war, persecution, or natural disaster




•
 
thousands of people have been displaced by the civil war.










4.
 
remove (someone) from a job or position of authority against their will




•
 
his aides were discredited and displaced.














II.
 
derivatives





displacer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
desplacer

 .





displaced person

 
/disˈplāst ˈpərsn/






noun




a person who is forced to leave their home country because of war, persecution, or natural disaster; a refugee.













displacement

 
/disˈplāsmənt/






noun



1.
 
the moving of something from its place or position




•
 
vertical displacement of the shoreline




•
 
a displacement of the vertebra at the bottom of the spine.










2.
 
the removal of someone or something by someone or something else that takes their place




•
 
males may be able to resist displacement by other males.










3.
 
the enforced departure of people from their homes, typically because of war, persecution, or natural disaster




•
 
the displacement of farmers by guerrilla activity.










4.
 
the amount by which a thing is moved from its normal position




•
 
a displacement of 6.8 meters along the San Andreas fault.










5.
 
the occupation by a submerged body or part of a body of a volume that would otherwise be occupied by a fluid.




6.
 
the amount or weight of fluid that would fill the volume displaced by a floating ship, used as a measure of the ship's size




•
 
the submarine has a surface displacement of 2,185 tons.










7.
 


‹technical›

 the volume swept by a reciprocating system, as in a pump or engine.




8.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the unconscious transfer of an intense emotion from its original object to another one




•
 
this phobia was linked with the displacement of fear of his father.










9.
 


[Physics]

 the component of an electric field due to free separated charges, regardless of any polarizing effects.




10.
 
the vector representing electric displacement.




11.
 
the flux density of electric displacement.













displacement activity

 
/disˈplāsmənt akˈtivədē/






noun






[Psychology]

 an animal or human activity that seems inappropriate to the context, such as head-scratching when one is confused, considered to arise unconsciously when a conflict between antagonistic urges cannot be resolved.













displacement pump






noun




a pump in which liquid is moved out of the pump chamber by a moving surface or by the introduction of compressed air or gas.














display

 
/dəˈsplā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a prominent exhibition of (something) in a place where it can be easily seen




•
 
the palace used to display a series of Flemish tapestries




•
 
a handwritten notice was displayed in the ticket office.










2.
 
(of a computer or other device) show (information) on a screen.




3.
 
give a conspicuous demonstration of (a quality, emotion, or skill)




•
 
the aggressive kind of baseball he displayed as a player.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a male bird, reptile, or fish) engage in a specialized pattern of behavior that is intended to attract a mate




•
 
she photographed the peacock, which chose that moment to display.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a performance, show, or event intended for public entertainment




•
 
a display of fireworks.










2.
 
a collection of objects arranged for public viewing




•
 
the museum houses an informative display of rocks




•
 
work by lesser-known artists is also 
on display






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a display case.










3.
 
a notable or conspicuous demonstration of a particular type of behavior, emotion, or skill




•
 
a display of great virtuosity.










4.
 
conspicuous or flashy exhibition; ostentation




•
 
a flagrant display of wealth.










5.
 
a specialized pattern of behavior by the males of some species of birds, reptiles, and fish that is intended to attract a mate




•
 
the teal were indulging in delightful courtship displays.










6.
 


[Printing]

 the arrangement and choice of type in a style intended to attract attention.




7.
 
an electronic device for the visual presentation of data




•
 
a 17-inch color display




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a visual display screen.










8.
 
the process or facility of presenting data on a computer screen or other device




•
 
the processing and display of high volumes of information.










9.
 
the data shown on a computer screen or other device.








III.
 
derivatives





displayer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘unfurl, unfold’): from Old French 
despleier

 , from Latin 
displicare

 ‘scatter, disperse’ (in medieval Latin ‘unfold’). Compare with deploy
 .





display ad






noun




a large advertisement, especially in a newspaper or magazine, that features eye-catching type or illustrations.













displayed

 
/dəˈsplād/






adjective



1.
 
(of information) shown on a computer screen or other device




•
 
a utility designed to allow you to cut up pieces of displayed graphics.










2.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a bird of prey) depicted with the wings extended.




3.
 
(of the wings of a bird of prey) extended.













display type

 
/dəˈsplā tīp/






noun




large or eye-catching type used for headings or advertisements.














displease

 
/disˈplēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel annoyed or dissatisfied




•
 
the tone of the letter displeased him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
displeasing

 )
 
it was not entirely displeasing to be the center of such a drama.














II.
 
derivatives





displeasingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desplaisir

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
plaisir

 ‘to please,’ from Latin 
placere

 .





displeasure

 
/disˈpleZHər/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of annoyance or disapproval




•
 
his grin turns into thin-lipped displeasure.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 annoy; displease




•
 
not for worlds would I do aught that might displeasure thee.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desplaisir

 (see displease
 ), influenced by pleasure
 .






disport

 
/dəˈspôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 enjoy oneself unrestrainedly; frolic




•
 
a painting of lords and ladies 
disporting themselves

 by a lake.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
diversion from work or serious matters; recreation or amusement




•
 
the King and all his Court were met for solace and disport.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a pastime, game, or sport.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desporter

 , from 
des-

 ‘away’ + 
porter

 ‘carry’ (from Latin 
portare

 ).





disposable

 
/dəˈspōzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an article) intended to be used once, or until no longer useful, and then thrown away




•
 
disposable diapers




•
 
a disposable razor.










2.
 
(of a person or idea) able to be dispensed with; easily dismissed




•
 
the poor performer is motivated by the fear that he or she is highly disposable.










3.
 
(chiefly of financial assets) readily available for the owner's use as required




•
 
he made a mental inventory of his disposable assets.














II.
 
noun




an article designed to be thrown away after use




•
 
don't buy disposables, such as razors, cups, and plates.














III.
 
derivatives





disposability

 
/dəˌspōzəˈbilədē /






noun






















disposable income

 
/dəˈspōzəbəl ˈinˌkəm dəˈspōzəbəl ˈiNGˌkəm/






noun




income remaining after deduction of taxes and other mandatory charges, available to be spent or saved as one wishes.

Compare with discretionary income
 .













disposal

 
/dəˈspōzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of throwing away or getting rid of something




•
 
the disposal of radioactive waste.










2.
 
(also 
disposer

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an electrically operated device fitted to the waste pipe of a kitchen sink for grinding up food waste




•
 
garbage disposals that never worked.










3.
 
the sale of shares, property, or other assets




•
 
the disposal of his shares in the company.










4.
 
the arrangement or positioning of something




•
 
she brushed her hair carefully, as if her success lay in the sleek disposal of each gleaming black thread.














II.
 
phrases





at one's disposal






available for one to use whenever or however one wishes




•
 
a helicopter was put at their disposal.
























dispose

 
/dəˈspōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dispose of

 )
 — get rid of by throwing away or giving or selling to someone else




•
 
whose responsibility is it to dispose of scrap materials?




•
 
people now have substantial assets to dispose of after their death.










2.
 


‹informal›

 kill; destroy




•
 
her lover came up with hundreds of schemes for disposing of her husband.










3.
 
overcome (a rival or threat)




•
 
team members were buoyant after they disposed of the champions.










4.
 


‹informal›

 consume (food or drink) quickly or enthusiastically




•
 
she watched him dispose of a large slice of cheese.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange in a particular position




•
 
the chief disposed his attendants in a circle.










6.
 
bring (someone) into a particular frame of mind




•
 
prolactin is released, 
disposing

 you 
toward

 sleep




•
 
cruelty that brutalizes young minds and disposes them to violence.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 determine the course of events




•
 
the city proposed, but the unions disposed.







[from the proverb ‘Man proposes, (but) God disposes,’ translating Latin 
Homo proponit, sed Deus disponit

 (Thomas à Kempis's 
De Imitatione Christ

 
I.

 xix).]








II.
 
derivatives





disposer

 
/dəˈspōzər /






noun






•
 
a waste disposer




•
 
a disposer of grants and subsidies

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
disposer

 , from Latin 
disponere

 ‘arrange,’ influenced by 
dispositus

 ‘arranged’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’






disposed

 
/dəˈspōzd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 , usu. with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
inclined or willing




•
 
James didn't seem disposed to take the hint.










2.
 
[with 
submodifier

 ]
 — having a specified attitude to or toward




•
 
it is expected that he will be favorably 
disposed toward

 the proposals.



















disposition

 
/ˌdispəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's inherent qualities of mind and character




•
 
a sweet-natured girl of a placid disposition.










2.
 
[often with 
infinitive

 ]
 — an inclination or tendency




•
 
the cattle showed a decided disposition to run




•
 
the judge's 
disposition toward

 clemency.










3.
 
the way in which something is placed or arranged, especially in relation to other things




•
 
the plan need not be accurate so long as it shows the disposition of the rooms.










4.
 
the action of arranging or ordering people or things in a particular way




•
 
the prerogative gives the state widespread powers regarding the disposition and control of the armed forces.










5.
 
(
dispositions

 )
 — military preparations, in particular the stationing of troops ready for attack or defense




•
 
the new strategic dispositions of our forces.










6.
 


[Law]

 the action of distributing or transferring property or money to someone, in particular by bequest




•
 
this is a tax that affects the disposition of assets on death.










7.
 
the power to deal with something as one pleases




•
 
if Napoleon had had railroads 
at his disposition

 , he would have been invincible.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 the determination of events, especially by divine power.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dispositio(n-)

 , from 
disponere

 ‘arrange’ (see dispose
 ).





dispositive

 
/dəˈspäzədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or bringing about the settlement of an issue or the disposition of property




•
 
such litigation will rarely be dispositive of any question.










2.
 


[Law]

 dealing with the disposition of property by deed or will




•
 
the testator had to make his signature after making the dispositive provisions.










3.
 
dealing with the settling of international conflicts by an agreed disposition of disputed territories




•
 
a peace settlement in the nature of a dispositive treaty.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘contributory, conducive’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
dispositivus

 , from Latin 
disposit-

 ‘arranged, disposed,’ from the verb 
disponere

 (see dispose
 ).





dispossess

 
/ˌdispəˈzes/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone) of something that they own, typically land or property




•
 
they were 
dispossessed of

 lands and properties at the time of the Reformation




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the dispossessed

 )
 
a champion of the poor and the dispossessed.










2.
 
oust (a person) from a dwelling or position




•
 
he used to ride out and dispossess his tenants as the spirit moved him.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
despossesser

 , from 
des-

 (expressing reversal) + 
possesser

 ‘possess.’





dispossession

 
/ˌdispəˈzeSHən/






noun




the action of depriving someone of land, property, or other possessions




•
 
the global impact of poverty and dispossession




•
 
reparation for the victims of land dispossession.



















dispraise

 
/disˈprāz/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 censure; criticism




•
 
this engraving has on occasion elicited dispraise for Raphael.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 express censure or criticism of (someone)




•
 
men cannot praise Dryden without dispraising Coleridge.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
despreisier

 , based on late Latin 
depreciare

 (see depreciate
 ).





disproof

 
/disˈpro͞of/






noun



1.
 
a set of facts that prove that something is untrue




•
 
the theory also provides a disproof of the principle of closure.










2.
 
the action of proving that something is untrue




•
 
considerations that are subject to scientific verification or disproof.



















disproportion

 
/ˌdisprəˈpôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an instance of being out of proportion with something else




•
 
there is a disproportion between the scale of expenditure and any benefit that could possibly result.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disproportional

 
/ˌdisprəˈpôrSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
disproportionality

 
/-ˌpôrSHəˈnalitē /






noun













3.
 
disproportionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dis-
 (expressing absence) + proportion
 , on the pattern of French 
disproportion

 .





disproportionate1


 
/ˌdisprəˈpôrSH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective




too large or too small in comparison with something else




•
 
people on lower incomes spend a disproportionate amount of their income on fuel




•
 
their sentences were disproportionate to the offenses they had committed.














II.
 
derivatives





disproportionateness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dis-
 (expressing absence) + proportionate
 , on the pattern of French 
disproportionné

 .





disproportionate2


 
/ˌdisprəˈpôrSHənāt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 undergo disproportionation




•
 
water disproportionates to oxygen and hydrogen.



















disproportionately

 
/ˌdisprəˈpôrSH(ə)nətlē/






adverb




to an extent that is too large or too small in comparison with something else




•
 
a tax cut would disproportionately benefit the rich




•
 
older cars contribute disproportionately to global warming.



















disproportionation

 
/ˌdisprəˌpôrSHəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a reaction in which a substance is simultaneously oxidized and reduced, giving two different products.













disprove

 
/disˈpro͞ov/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prove that (something) is false




•
 
he has given the Department of Transportation two months to disprove the allegation.














II.
 
derivatives





disprovable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
desprover

 .






disputable

 
/dəˈspyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not established as fact, and so open to question or debate




•
 
whether it can be described as art criticism may be disputable.














II.
 
derivatives





disputably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
disputabilis

 , from the verb 
disputare

 ‘to estimate,’ later ‘to dispute’ (see dispute
 ).





disputation

 
/ˌdispyo͞oˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
debate or argument




•
 
promoting consensus rather than disputation




•
 
a lengthy disputation about the rights and wrongs of a particular request.










2.
 
formal academic debate




•
 
the founding father of logical disputation




•
 
scholastic disputations.














II.
 
derivatives





disputative

 
/-ˈpyo͞otətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
disputatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
disputare

 (see dispute
 ).





disputatious

 
/ˌdispyəˈtāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




fond of or causing heated arguments




•
 
a congenial hangout for disputatious academics




•
 
disputatious council meetings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disputatiously






adverb













2.
 
disputatiousness






noun






















dispute

 
/diˈspyo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disagreement, argument, or debate




•
 
a territorial dispute between the two countries




•
 
the question 
in dispute

 is altogether insignificant.










2.
 
a disagreement between management and employees that leads to an action of protest by the employees




•
 
if this dispute cannot be resolved quickly, a formal strike is inevitable.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
argue about (something); discuss heatedly




•
 
I disputed the charge on the bill




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he taught and 
disputed with

 local poets.










2.
 
question whether (a statement or alleged fact) is true or valid




•
 
the accusations are not disputed




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the estate disputes that it is responsible for the embankment.










3.
 
compete for; strive to win




•
 
the two drivers crashed while disputing the lead.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 resist (a landing or advance)




•
 
I formed my line and prepared to dispute the advance of the foe.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond dispute






certain or certainly; without doubt




•
 
the main part of his argument was beyond dispute.















2.
 
open to dispute






not definitely decided




•
 
such estimates are always open to dispute.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disputant

 
/diˈspyo͞otnt /






noun













2.
 
disputer

 
/diˈspyo͞odər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
disputare

 ‘to estimate’ (in late Latin ‘to dispute’), from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
putare

 ‘reckon.’





disqualification

 
/disˌkwäləfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of disqualifying or the state of being disqualified.




2.
 
a fact or condition that disqualifies someone from a position or activity




•
 
such an offense is no longer a disqualification for office.



















disqualify

 
/disˈkwäləˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pronounce (someone) ineligible for an office or activity because of an offense or infringement




•
 
he was 
disqualified from

 driving for six months.










2.
 
eliminate (someone) from a competition because of an infringement of the rules




•
 
he was disqualified after failing a drug test.










3.
 
(of a feature or characteristic) make (someone) unsuitable for an office or activity




•
 
a heart murmur disqualified him for military service.



















disquiet

 
/disˈkwīət/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of anxiety or worry




•
 
public disquiet about animal testing.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
disquieted

 )


1.
 
make (someone) worried or anxious




•
 
she felt disquieted at the lack of interest the girl had shown.



















disquieting

 
/disˈkwīədiNG/





I.
 
adjective




inducing feelings of anxiety or worry




•
 
he found Jean's gaze disquieting.














II.
 
derivatives





disquietingly

 
/disˈkwīədiNGlē /






adverb





















disquietude

 
/disˈkwīəˌt(y)o͞od/






noun




a state of uneasiness or anxiety.













disquisition

 
/ˌdiskwəˈziSHən/





I.
 
noun




a long or elaborate essay or discussion on a particular subject




•
 
nothing can kill a radio show quicker than a disquisition on intertextual analysis.














II.
 
derivatives





disquisitional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via French from Latin 
disquisitio(n-)

 ‘investigation,’ based on 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’ The original sense was ‘topic for investigation,’ whence ‘discourse in which a subject is investigated’ (mid 17th cent).





Disraeli, Benjamin

 
/dizˈrālē/






1st Earl of Beaconsfield (1804–81), British statesman; prime minister 1868 and 1874–80. He was largely responsible for the introduction of the second Reform Act (1867). He also ensured that Britain bought a controlling interest in the Suez Canal (1875) and made Queen Victoria empress of India.









disrate

 
/disˈrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be disrated

 )


1.
 
reduce (a sailor) to a lower rank.













disregard

 
/ˌdisrəˈɡärd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay no attention to; ignore




•
 
the body of evidence is too substantial to disregard.














II.
 
noun




the action or state of disregarding or ignoring something




•
 
blatant 
disregard for

 the law.



















disrelish

 
/disˈreliSH /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




a feeling of dislike or distaste




•
 
disrelish for any pursuit is ample reason for abandoning it.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard (something) with dislike or distaste




•
 
I am not surprised that some members should disrelish your report.



















disremember

 
/ˌdisrəˈmembər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 fail to remember




•
 
they had a word for it, but I disremember it now.



















disrepair

 
/ˌdisrəˈper/






noun




poor condition of a building or structure due to neglect




•
 
the station gradually 
fell into disrepair

 .



















disreputable

 
/disˈrepyədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not considered to be respectable in character or appearance




•
 
think twice before buying cheap fireworks from disreputable sources




•
 
he was heavy, grubby, and vaguely disreputable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disreputableness






noun













2.
 
disreputably

 
/disˈrepyədəblē /






adverb





















disrepute

 
/ˌdisrəˈpyo͞ot/






noun




the state of being held in low esteem by the public




•
 
one of the top clubs in the country is close to bringing the game 
into disrepute

 .




















disrespect

 
/ˌdisrəˈspekt/





I.
 
noun




lack of respect or courtesy




•
 
growing disrespect for the rule of law.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 show a lack of respect for; insult




•
 
a young brave who disrespects his elders.



















disrespectful

 
/ˌdisrəˈspek(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of respect or courtesy; impolite




•
 
a deeply disrespectful attitude toward women.














II.
 
derivatives





disrespectfully

 
/ˌdisrəˈspek(t)fəlē /






adverb






















disrobe

 
/disˈrōb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take off one's clothes




•
 
the girl disrobed slowly and climbed into the high bed.










2.
 
take off the clothes worn for an official ceremony




•
 
they walked to the vestry to disrobe.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — undress (someone)




•
 
Kate remembers being disrobed.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + robe
 , perhaps on the pattern of French 
desrober

 .





disrupt

 
/disˈrəpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interrupt (an event, activity, or process) by causing a disturbance or problem




•
 
a rail strike that could disrupt both passenger and freight service.










2.
 
drastically alter or destroy the structure of (something)




•
 
alcohol can disrupt the chromosomes of an unfertilized egg.














II.
 
derivatives





disrupter

 
/disˈrəptər /

 
disruptor






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
disrupt-

 ‘broken apart,’ from the verb 
disrumpere

 .





disruption

 
/disˈrəpSH(ə)n/






noun




disturbance or problems that interrupt an event, activity, or process




•
 
the schedule was planned to minimize disruption




•
 
there had been no delays or 
disruptions to

 flights.



















disruptive

 
/disˈrəptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or tending to cause disruption




•
 
disruptive and delinquent children




•
 
the hours of work are 
disruptive to

 home life.










2.
 
innovative or groundbreaking




•
 
breaking a disruptive technology into the market is never easy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disruptively

 
/disˈrəptəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
disruptiveness

 
/disˈrəptivnəs /






noun





















dissatisfaction

 
/di(s)ˌsadəsˈfakSH(ə)n/






noun




lack of satisfaction




•
 
widespread public 
dissatisfaction with

 incumbent politicians.



















dissatisfied

 
/di(s)ˈsadəsˌfīd/





I.
 
adjective




not content or happy with something




•
 
small investors 
dissatisfied with

 rates on certificates of deposit




•
 
dissatisfied customers.














II.
 
derivatives





dissatisfiedly






adverb





















dissatisfy

 
/disˈsadəsˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to satisfy (someone).













dissaving

 
/disˈsāviNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the action of spending more than one has earned in a given period.




2.
 
(
dissavings

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the excess amount spent.








II.
 
derivatives





dissaver

 
/-vər /






noun





















dissect

 
/dəˈsekt dīˈsekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
methodically cut up (a body, part, or plant) in order to study its internal parts.




2.
 
analyze (something) in minute detail




•
 
novels that dissect our obsession with cities and urban angst.














II.
 
derivatives





dissector

 
/dəˈsektər dīˈsektər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
dissect-

 ‘cut up,’ from the verb 
dissecare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





dissected

 
/dīˈsektəd dəˈsektəd dēˈsektəd/






adjective



1.
 
having been cut up for anatomical study.




2.
 
having a divided form or structure, in particular




3.
 


[Botany]

 (of a leaf) divided into many deep lobes.




4.
 


[Geology]

 (of a plateau or upland) divided by a number of deep valleys.













dissection

 
/dəˈsekSH(ə)n dīˈsekSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of dissecting a body or plant to study its internal parts




•
 
the dissection of animals for scientific research.










2.
 
very detailed analysis of a text or idea




•
 
this dissection of modern relationships.



















dissemble

 
/dəˈsembəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conceal one's true motives, feelings, or beliefs




•
 
an honest, sincere person with no need to dissemble.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — disguise or conceal (a feeling or intention)




•
 
she smiled, dissembling her true emotion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissemblance

 
/-bləns /






noun













2.
 
dissembler

 
/dəˈsemb(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration (suggested by semblance
 ) of obsolete 
dissimule

 , via Old French from Latin 
dissimulare

 ‘disguise, conceal.’






disseminate

 
/dəˈseməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread or disperse (something, especially information) widely




•
 
health authorities should foster good practice by disseminating information.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
disseminated

 )
 — spread throughout an organ or the body




•
 
disseminated colonic cancer.














II.
 
derivatives





disseminator

 
/dəˈseməˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
disseminat-

 ‘scattered,’ from the verb 
disseminare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘abroad’ + 
semen

 , 
semin-

 ‘seed.’





dissemination

 
/dəˌseməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the act of spreading something, especially information, widely; circulation




•
 
dissemination of public information.



















disseminule

 
/dəˈseməˌnyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a part of a plant that serves to propagate it, such as a seed or a fruit.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from 
dissemination

 (see disseminate
 ) + -ule
 .





dissension

 
/dəˈsen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




disagreement that leads to discord




•
 
this maneuver caused dissension within feminist ranks.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dissensio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dissentire

 (see dissent
 ).





dissensus

 
/diˈsensəs/





I.
 
noun




widespread dissent




•
 
analysis reveals notable dissensus in evaluations of occupational roles.

















– origin

 1960s: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + a shortened form of consensus
 , or from Latin 
dissensus

 ‘disagreement.’






dissent

 
/dəˈsent/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold or express opinions that are at variance with those previously, commonly, or officially expressed




•
 
two members 
dissented from

 the majority




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dissenting

 )
 
there were only a couple of dissenting voices.










2.
 
separate from an established or orthodox church because of doctrinal disagreement.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression or holding of opinions at variance with those previously, commonly, or officially held




•
 
there was no 
dissent from

 this view.










2.
 
(also 
Dissent

 )
 — refusal to accept the doctrines of an established or orthodox church; Nonconformity.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dissentire

 ‘differ in sentiment.’





dissenter

 
/dəˈsen(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a person who dissents.




2.
 
(
Dissenter

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a member of a nonestablished church; a Nonconformist.













dissentient

 
/dəˈsenSHənt/





I.
 
adjective




in opposition to a majority or official opinion




•
 
dissentient voices were castigated as “hopeless bureaucrats.”














II.
 
noun




a person who opposes a majority or official opinion.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
dissentient-

 ‘differing in opinion,’ from the verb 
dissentire

 .





dissepiment

 
/dəˈsepəmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a partition in a part or organ; a septum.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
dissaepimentum

 , from 
dissaepire

 ‘make separate,’ from 
dis-

 (expressing separation) + 
saepire

 ‘divide by a hedge.’





dissertation

 
/ˌdisərˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a long essay on a particular subject, especially one written as a requirement for the Doctor of Philosophy degree




•
 
Joe wrote his doctoral dissertation on Thucydides




•
 


‹figurative›

 she went on then into a dissertation on her family's love of Ireland.














II.
 
derivatives





dissertational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘discussion, debate’): from Latin 
dissertatio(n-)

 , from 
dissertare

 ‘continue to discuss,’ from 
disserere

 ‘examine, discuss.’





disservice

 
/ˌdi(s)ˈsərvəs/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a harmful action




•
 
you have 
done a disservice to

 the African people by ignoring this fact.



















dissever

 
/dəˈsevər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 divide or sever (something).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
disseverance

 
/dəˈsev(ə)rəns /






noun













2.
 
disseverment






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘separate’): from Old French 
dessevrer

 , from late Latin 
disseparare

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing intensive force) + Latin 
separare

 ‘to separate.’





dissidence

 
/ˈdisədəns/





I.
 
noun




protest against official policy; dissent.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
dissidentia

 , from 
dissident-

 ‘sitting apart’ (see dissident
 ).






dissident

 
/ˈdisədənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who opposes official policy, especially that of an authoritarian state




•
 
a dissident who had been jailed by a military regime.














II.
 
adjective




in opposition to official policy




•
 
there is only one explicitly dissident voice to be heard.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘differing in opinion or character’): from Latin 
dissident-

 ‘sitting apart, disagreeing,’ from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





dissimilar

 
/ˌdi(s)ˈsimilər/





I.
 
adjective




not alike; different




•
 
a collection of dissimilar nations lacking overall homogeneity




•
 
the pleasures of the romance novel are 
not dissimilar from

 those of the chocolate bar.














II.
 
derivatives





dissimilarly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + similar
 , on the pattern of Latin 
dissimilis

 , French 
dissimilaire

 .





dissimilarity

 
/disˌ(s)iməˈlerədē/






noun




difference; variance




•
 
the similarity or 
dissimilarity between

 humans and other animals.



















dissimilate

 
/dəˈsiməˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Linguistics]

 change (a sound in a word) in order to be unlike the sounds near it




•
 
in “pilgrim,” from Latin “peregrinus,” the first “r” is dissimilated to “l.”










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Linguistics]

 (of a sound) undergo dissimilation




•
 
the first “r” dissimilates to “l.”














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissimilation

 
/dəˌsiməˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
dissimilatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + Latin 
similis

 ‘like, similar,’ on the pattern of 
assimilate

 .





dissimilitude

 
/ˌdisiˈmilət(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 dissimilarity or diversity.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dissimilitudo

 , from 
dissimilis

 ‘unlike,’ from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
similis

 ‘like, similar.’





dissimulate

 
/diˈsimyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conceal or disguise (one's thoughts, feelings, or character)




•
 
a country gentleman who dissimulates his wealth beneath ragged pullovers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
now that they have power, they no longer need to dissimulate.














II.
 
derivatives





dissimulator

 
/diˈsimyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dissimulat-

 ‘hidden, concealed,’ from the verb 
dissimulare

 .





dissimulation

 
/dəˌsimyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




concealment of one's thoughts, feelings, or character; pretense




•
 
an attempt at dissimulation.




















dissipate

 
/ˈdisəˌpāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — disperse or scatter




•
 
the cloud of smoke dissipated.










2.
 
(with reference to a feeling or other intangible thing) disappear or cause to disappear


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the concern she'd felt for him had wholly dissipated




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he wanted to dissipate his anger.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — squander or fritter away (money, energy, or resources)




•
 
he had dissipated his entire fortune.










4.
 
(usu. 
be dissipated

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 cause (energy) to be lost, typically by converting it to heat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissipative

 
/ˈdisəˌpādiv /






adjective













2.
 
dissipator

 
/ˈdisəˌpādər /

 
dissipater






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dissipat-

 ‘scattered,’ from the verb 
dissipare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart, widely’ + 
supare

 ‘to throw.’





dissipated

 
/ˈdisəˌpādəd/






adjective




(of a person or way of life) overindulging in sensual pleasures




•
 
dissipated behavior.



















dissipation

 
/ˌdisəˈpāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
dissipated living




•
 
a descent into drunkenness and sexual dissipation.










2.
 
squandering of money, energy, or resources




•
 
the dissipation of the country's mineral wealth.










3.
 


[Physics]

 loss of energy, especially by its conversion into heat.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘complete disintegration’): from Latin 
dissipatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dissipare

 (see dissipate
 ).





dissociable

 
/diˈsōSHəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




able to be dissociated; separable




•
 
language and cognition are not dissociable.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
dissociabilis

 , from 
dissociare

 ‘to separate.’






dissociate

 
/diˈsōSHēˌāt diˈsōsēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disconnect or separate (used especially in abstract contexts)




•
 
voices should not be 
dissociated from

 their social context.










2.
 
(
dissociate oneself from

 )
 — declare that one is not connected with or a supporter of (someone or something)




•
 
he took pains to dissociate himself from the religious radicals.










3.
 
(usu. 
be dissociated

 )
 — 

[Psychiatry]

 split off (a component of mental activity) to act as an independent part of mental life.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 (with reference to a molecule) to split into separate smaller atoms, ions, or molecules, especially reversibly


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
these compounds are dissociated by solar radiation to yield atoms of chlorine.














II.
 
derivatives





dissociative

 
/diˈsōSHēˌādiv diˈsōsēˌādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
dissociat-

 ‘separated,’ from the verb 
dissociare

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
sociare

 ‘join together’ (from 
socius

 ‘companion’).





dissociated personality






noun




another term for multiple personality
 .













dissociation

 
/diˌsōSHēˈāSH(ə)n diˌsōsēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the disconnection or separation of something from something else or the state of being disconnected




•
 
the dissociation between the executive and the judiciary is the legacy of the Act of Settlement.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the splitting of a molecule into smaller molecules, atoms, or ions, especially by a reversible process.




3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 separation of normally related mental processes, resulting in one group functioning independently from the rest, leading in extreme cases to disorders such as multiple personality.













dissociation constant






noun






[Chemistry]

 a quantity expressing the extent to which a particular substance in solution is dissociated into ions, equal to the product of the concentrations of the respective ions divided by the concentration of the undissociated molecule.














dissoluble

 
/dəˈsälyəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be dissolved, loosened, or disconnected




•
 
permitting divorce would render every marriage dissoluble.














II.
 
derivatives





dissolubility

 
/dəˌsälyəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
dissolubilis

 , from the verb 
dissolvere

 (see dissolve
 ).





dissolute

 
/ˈdisəˌlo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




lax in morals; licentious




•
 
a dissolute, drunken, disreputable rogue.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissolutely

 
/ˈdisəˌlo͞otlē /






adverb













2.
 
dissoluteness

 
/ˈdisəˌlo͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dissolutus

 ‘disconnected, loose,’ from the verb 
dissolvere

 (see dissolve
 ).





dissolution

 
/ˌdisəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the closing down or dismissal of an assembly, partnership, or official body




•
 
the dissolution of their marriage




•
 
Henry VIII declared the abbey's dissolution in 1540.










2.
 


‹technical›

 the action or process of dissolving or being dissolved




•
 
minerals susceptible to dissolution.










3.
 
disintegration; decomposition




•
 
the dissolution of the flesh.










4.
 


‹formal›

 death.




5.
 
debauched living; dissipation




•
 
an advanced state of dissolution.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dissolutio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dissolvere

 (see dissolve
 ).






dissolve

 
/dəˈzälv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a solid) become or cause to become incorporated into a liquid so as to form a solution


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
glucose dissolves easily in water




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
dissolve a bouillon cube in a pint of hot water.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something abstract, especially a feeling) disappear




•
 
my courage dissolved.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — subside uncontrollably into (an expression of strong feelings)




•
 
she suddenly 
dissolved into

 floods of tears.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in a movie) change gradually to (a different scene or picture)




•
 


dissolve to

 side view, looking down the street.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — close down or dismiss (an assembly or official body)




•
 
the country's president can dissolve parliament under certain circumstances.










6.
 
annul or put an end to (a partnership or marriage)




•
 
it only takes 28 days to dissolve a domestic partnership.














II.
 
noun




(in a movie) an act or instance of moving gradually from one picture to another.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissolvable

 
/dəˈzälvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
dissolver






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘break down into component parts’): from Latin 
dissolvere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
solvere

 ‘loosen or solve.’





dissolvent

 
/dəˈzälvənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that dissolves something else.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
dissolvent-

 ‘dissolving,’ from the verb 
dissolvere

 (see dissolve
 ).





dissonance

 
/ˈdisənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 lack of harmony among musical notes




•
 
an unusual degree of dissonance for such choral styles




•
 
the harsh dissonances give a sound that is quite untypical of the Renaissance.










2.
 


[Music]

 a tension or clash resulting from the combination of two disharmonious or unsuitable elements




•
 
dissonance between campaign rhetoric and personal behavior.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
dissonantia

 , from Latin 
dissonant-

 ‘not agreeing in sound,’ from the verb 
dissonare

 .





dissonant

 
/ˈdisənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 lacking harmony




•
 
irregular, dissonant chords.










2.
 


[Music]

 unsuitable or unusual in combination; clashing




•
 
Jackson employs both harmonious and dissonant color choices.














II.
 
derivatives





dissonantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘clashing’): from Old French, or from Latin 
dissonant-

 ‘being discordant or inharmonious,’ from the verb 
dissonare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
sonare

 ‘to sound.’





dissuade

 
/dəˈswād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (someone) not to take a particular course of action




•
 
his friends tried to 
dissuade

 him 
from

 flying.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissuader






noun













2.
 
dissuasion

 
/dəˈswāZH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
dissuasive

 
/dəˈswāsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘advise against’): from Latin 
dissuadere

 , from 
dis-

 (expressing reversal) + 
suadere

 ‘advise, persuade.’





dissyllable

 
/dīˈsiləb(ə)l/






noun




variant spelling of disyllable
 .













dissymmetry

 
/də(s)ˈsimətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of symmetry.




2.
 


‹technical›

 the symmetrical relation of mirror images, the left and right hands, or crystals with two corresponding forms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dissymmetric

 
/ˌdi(s)siˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
dissymmetrical

 
/ˌdi(s)siˈmetrikəl /






adjective






















distaff

 
/ˈdistaf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stick or spindle onto which wool or flax is wound for spinning.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of or concerning women.











– origin

 Old English 
distæf

 : the first element is apparently related to Middle Low German 
dise

 , 
disene

 ‘distaff, bunch of flax’; the second is staff
 1
 . The extended sense arose because spinning was traditionally done by women.






distaff side





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the female side of a family




•
 
the family title could be passed down through the distaff side.







The opposite of spear side
 .




2.
 
the female members of a group




•
 
this fascination was not limited to the distaff side of society.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: because spinning (see distaff
 ) was traditionally done by women while men did the weaving.






distal

 
/ˈdistl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 situated away from the center of the body or from the point of attachment




•
 
the distal end of the tibia




•
 
axons 
distal to

 the injury will degenerate.







The opposite of proximal
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Geology]

 relating to or denoting the outer part of an area affected by geological activity




•
 
the distal zone.







Often contrasted with proximal
 .








II.
 
derivatives





distally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from distant
 , on the pattern of words such as 
dorsal

 .






distance

 
/ˈdistəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of space between two things or people




•
 
I bicycled the short distance home




•
 
the 
distance between

 front and rear wheels.










2.
 
the condition of being far off; remoteness




•
 
distance makes things look small




•
 


‹figurative›

 a significant distance between German and Allied understandings of the war.










3.
 
a far-off point or place




•
 
watching them 
from a distance

 .










4.
 
(
the distance

 )
 — the more remote part of what is visible or discernible




•
 
I heard police sirens 
in the distance






•
 
they sped off 
into the distance

 .










5.
 
an interval of time




•
 
a distance of more than twenty years.










6.
 
the full length of a race




•
 
he claimed the 10,000 meter title in only his second race over the distance.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Horse Racing]

 the distance from the winning post that a horse must have reached when the winner finishes in order to qualify for a subsequent heat.




8.
 
(
the distance

 )
 — 

[Boxing]

 the scheduled length of a fight




•
 
he has won his first five fights 
inside the distance

 .










9.
 
the avoidance of familiarity; aloofness or reserve




•
 
a mix of warmth and distance makes a good neighbor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) far off or remote in position or nature




•
 
her mother wished to 
distance

 her 
from

 the rough village children.










2.
 
(
distance oneself from

 )
 — declare that one is not connected with or a supporter of (someone or something)




•
 
he sought to distance himself from the proposals.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Horse Racing]

 beat (a horse) by a distance.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go the distance





a.
 


[Boxing]

 complete a fight without being knocked out




•
 
he went the distance after being floored in the first round.










b.
 
(of a boxing match) last the scheduled length




•
 
six of his fights went the distance.










c.
 


[Baseball]

 pitch for the entire length of a game.




d.
 
last for a long time




•
 
this amplifier system should go the distance.















2.
 
keep one's distance





a.
 
stay far away




•
 
keep your distance from birds feeding their young.










b.
 
maintain one's reserve




•
 
you had to say nothing and keep your distance.















3.
 
within —— distance






near enough to reach by the means specified




•
 
the parking lot is within easy walking distance




•
 
he wanted to be 
within

 driving 
distance of

 his grandparents.















4.
 
within striking distance






near enough to hit or achieve something




•
 
the aircraft carrier is dispatched to deep waters within striking distance of Moscow.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘discord, debate’): from Old French or from Latin 
distantia

 , from 
distant-

 ‘standing apart,’ from the verb 
distare

 (see distant
 ).





distance learning

 
/ˈdistəns ˌlərniNG/






noun




a method of studying in which lectures are broadcast or classes are conducted by correspondence or over the Internet, without the student's needing to attend a school or college. Also called 
distance education

 .













distance post






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a post placed at a specified distance before the finishing post on a racecourse, which a horse must have passed when the winner finishes in order to qualify for a subsequent heat.













distance runner






noun




an athlete who competes in long- or middle-distance races.














distant

 
/ˈdistənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
far away in space or time




•
 
distant parts of the world




•
 
I remember that distant afternoon.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (after a measurement) at a specified distance




•
 
the star is 30,000 light years 
distant from

 earth




•
 
the town lay half a mile distant.










3.
 
(of a sound) faint or vague because far away




•
 
the distant bark of some farm dog.










4.
 
remote or far apart in resemblance or relationship




•
 
a distant acquaintance.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) not closely related




•
 
a distant cousin.










6.
 
(of a person) not intimate; cool or reserved




•
 
his children found him strangely distant




•
 
she and my father were 
distant with

 each other.










7.
 
remote; abstracted




•
 
a distant look in his eyes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
distant-

 ‘standing apart,’ from the verb 
distare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
stare

 ‘stand.’





distant early warning

 
DEW






noun




a radar system in North America set up during the Cold War for the early detection of a missile attack.













distantly

 
/ˈdistən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
far away




•
 
distantly he heard shouts.










2.
 
not closely




•
 
they are distantly related to the elephants.










3.
 
coolly or remotely




•
 
she smiled distantly.



















distaste

 
/disˈtāst/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
mild dislike or aversion




•
 
Harry nurtured a 
distaste for

 all things athletic




•
 
his mouth twisted with distaste.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from dis-
 (expressing reversal) + taste
 , on the pattern of early modern French 
desgout

 , Italian 
disgusto

 . Compare with disgust
 .





distasteful

 
/disˈtās(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




causing dislike or disgust; offensive; unpleasant




•
 
customers complained about the distasteful odor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
distastefully

 
/disˈtās(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
distastefulness

 
/disˈtās(t)fəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.





dist. atty.






abbreviation




district attorney.













distemper1


 
/ˌdisˈtempər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a viral disease of some animals, especially dogs, causing fever, coughing, and catarrh.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 political disorder




•
 
an attempt to illuminate the moral roots of the modern world's distemper.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘bad temper,’ later ‘illness’): from Middle English 
distemper

 ‘upset, derange,’ from late Latin 
distemperare

 ‘soak, mix in the wrong proportions,’ from 
dis-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
temperare

 ‘mingle.’ Compare with temper
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





distemper2


 
/ˌdisˈtempər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of paint using glue or size instead of an oil base, for use on walls or for scene-painting.




2.
 
a method of mural and poster painting using this.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
distempered

 )


1.
 
paint (something) with distemper




•
 
the distempered roof timbers.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as a verb in the senses ‘dilute’ and ‘steep’): from Old French 
destemprer

 or late Latin 
distemperare

 ‘soak.’





distend

 
/dəˈstend/





I.
 
verb




swell or cause to swell by pressure from inside


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the abdomen distended rapidly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
air is introduced into the stomach to distend it.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
distensibility

 
/-ˌtensəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
distensible

 
/dəˈstensəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
distension

 
/dəˈstenSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
distendere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
tendere

 ‘to stretch.’





distended

 
/diˈstendəd/






adjective




swollen due to pressure from inside; bloated




•
 
a distended belly.




















distich

 
/ˈdistik/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a pair of verse lines; a couplet.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
distikhon (metron

 ) ‘(measure) of two lines,’ neuter of 
distikhos

 , from 
di-

 ‘twice’ + 
stikhos

 ‘line.’





distichous

 
/ˈdistikəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of parts) arranged alternately in two opposite vertical rows.








II.
 
derivatives





distichously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
distikhos

 (see distich
 ) + -ous
 .






distill

 
/dəˈstil /

 


‹Brit.›

 distil





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
purify (a liquid) by vaporizing it, then condensing it by cooling the vapor, and collecting the resulting liquid




•
 
they managed to distill a small quantity of water




•
 (as 
adj.

 
distilled

 )
 
dip the slide in distilled water.










2.
 
make (something, especially liquor or an essence) in this way




•
 
whiskey is 
distilled from

 a mash of grains




•
 (as 
noun

 
distilling

 )
 
the distilling industry.










3.
 
extract the essence of (something) by heating it with a solvent.




4.
 
remove (a volatile constituent) of a mixture by using heat




•
 
coal tar is made by 
distilling out

 the volatile products in coal.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 emanate as a vapor or in minute drops




•
 
she drew back from the dank breath that distilled out of the earth.










6.
 
extract the essential meaning or most important aspects of




•
 
my travel notes were 
distilled into

 a book




•
 (as 
adj.

 
distilled

 )
 
the employee report is a distilled version of the main accounts.














II.
 
derivatives





distillatory

 
/-əˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
distillare

 , variant of 
destillare

 , from 
de-

 ‘down, away’ + 
stillare

 (from 
stilla

 ‘a drop’).





distillate

 
/ˈdistilət ˈdistəˌlāt/





I.
 
noun




something formed by distilling




•
 
petroleum distillates




•
 
natural gas mixed with distillate.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
distillatus

 ‘fallen in drops,’ from the verb 
distillare

 (see distill
 ).





distillation

 
/ˌdistəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of purifying a liquid by a process of heating and cooling




•
 
the petroleum distillation process.










2.
 
the extraction of the essential meaning or most important aspects of something




•
 
the film is a distillation of personal experiences.



















distiller

 
/dəˈstilər/






noun




a person or company that manufactures liquor




•
 
barrels that the master distiller deems to be of superior quality.



















distillery

 
/dəˈstil(ə)rē/






noun




a place where liquor is manufactured




•
 
the world's oldest whiskey distillery.




















distinct

 
/dəˈstiNG(k)t/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recognizably different in nature from something else of a similar type




•
 
the patterns of spoken language are 
distinct from

 those of writing




•
 
there are two distinct types of sickle cell disease.










2.
 
physically separate




•
 
the gallery is divided into five distinct spaces.










3.
 
readily distinguishable by the senses




•
 
a distinct smell of nicotine.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (used for emphasis) so clearly apparent as to be unmistakable; definite




•
 
he got the distinct impression that Melissa wasn't pleased.














II.
 
derivatives





distinctness

 
/dəˈstiNGk(t)nis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘differentiated’): from Latin 
distinctus

 ‘separated, distinguished,’ from the verb 
distinguere

 (see distinguish
 ).






distinction

 
/dəˈstiNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a difference or contrast between similar things or people




•
 
there is a sharp 
distinction between

 domestic politics and international politics




•
 
I was completely unaware of class distinctions.










2.
 
the separation of things or people into different groups according to their attributes or characteristics




•
 
these procedures were to be applied to all births, without distinction.










3.
 
excellence that sets someone or something apart from others




•
 
a novelist of distinction.










4.
 
a decoration or honor awarded to someone in recognition of outstanding achievement




•
 
he gained the highest distinction awarded for excellence in photography.










5.
 
recognition of outstanding achievement, such as on an examination




•
 
I made a distinction in Greek.







Compare with merit
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
distinction without a difference






an artificially created distinction where no real difference exists.









2.
 
have the distinction of






be different from others of a similar type by virtue of a notable characteristic or achievement




•
 
pinto beans have the distinction of being one of the quickest beans to cook.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘subdivision, category’): via Old French from Latin 
distinctio(n-)

 , from the verb 
distinguere

 (see distinguish
 ).





distinctive

 
/dəˈstiNG(k)tiv/





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of one person or thing, and so serving to distinguish it from others




•
 
juniper berries give gin its distinctive flavor.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘serving to differentiate’): from late Latin 
distinctivus

 , from Latin 
distinct-

 ‘distinguished’ (see distinct
 ).





distinctively

 
/dəˈstiNG(k)tivlē/






adverb




in a way that is characteristic of one person or thing and distinguishes it from others




•
 
Hunter was distinctively dressed in a leather flying jacket




•
 
a dramatic and distinctively shaped building




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a distinctively American voice.



















distinctiveness

 
/dəˈstiNG(k)tivnəs/






noun




the quality of being individual or easily distinguishable




•
 
communities are keen to maintain cultural distinctiveness.



















distinctly

 
/dəsˈtiNGktlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is readily distinguishable by the senses; clearly




•
 
reading each word slowly and distinctly.










2.
 
(used for emphasis) in a way that is very noticeable or apparent; decidedly




•
 
two distinctly different cultures




•
 
he looked distinctly uncomfortable.



















distingué

 
/ˌdēstaNGˈɡā/





I.
 
adjective




having a distinguished manner or appearance




•
 
he was lean and distingué, with a small goatee.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘distinguished.’






distinguish

 
/dəˈstiNGɡwiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
recognize or treat (someone or something) as different




•
 
the child is perfectly capable of 
distinguishing

 reality 
from

 fantasy.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perceive or point out a difference




•
 
bees are unable to 
distinguish between

 red, black, and various grays.










3.
 
manage to discern (something barely perceptible)




•
 
it was too dark to distinguish anything more than their vague shapes.










4.
 
be an identifying or characteristic mark or property of




•
 
what 
distinguishes

 sports 
from

 games?










5.
 
(
distinguish oneself

 )
 — make oneself prominent and worthy of respect through one's behavior or achievements




•
 
many distinguished themselves in the fight.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: formed irregularly from French 
distinguer

 or Latin 
distinguere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
stinguere

 ‘put out’ (from a base meaning ‘prick’).





distinguishable

 
/dəˈstiNGɡwiSHəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
clear enough to be recognized or identified as different; discernible




•
 
distinguishable features




•
 
this particular case is 
distinguishable from

 others.










2.
 
clear enough to be discerned or perceived




•
 
his words were barely distinguishable.



















distinguished

 
/dəˈstiNGɡwiSHt/






adjective



1.
 
successful, authoritative, and commanding great respect




•
 
a distinguished American educationist.










2.
 
showing dignity or authority in one's appearance or manner




•
 
that hairstyle makes you look quite distinguished.



















Distinguished Flying Cross

 
DFC






noun




a US or British military decoration for heroism or distinguished achievement while on aerial duty.













distinguishing

 
/dəˈstiNGɡwiSHiNG/






adjective




characteristic of one thing or person, so serving to identify it; distinctive




•
 
a house with no distinguishing features.



















distort

 
/dəˈstôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull or twist out of shape




•
 
a grimace distorted her fine mouth.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become twisted out of shape




•
 
the pipe will distort as you bend it.










3.
 
give a misleading or false account or impression of




•
 
many factors can distort the results.










4.
 
change the form of (an electrical signal or sound wave) during transmission, amplification, or other processing




•
 
you're distorting the sound by overdriving the amp.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘twist to one side’): from Latin 
distort-

 ‘twisted apart,’ from the verb 
distorquere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





distorted

 
/diˈstôrdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pulled or twisted out of shape; contorted.




2.
 
giving a misleading or false account or impression; misrepresented




•
 
his report gives a distorted view of the meeting.










3.
 
affected by electrical distortion




•
 
distorted guitars.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
distortedly






adverb













2.
 
distortedness






noun





















distortion

 
/dəˈstôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of distorting or the state of being distorted




•
 
the virus causes distortion of the leaves




•
 
deliberate distortions of pitch and timbre.










2.
 
a distorted form or part




•
 
a distortion in the eye's shape or structure.










3.
 
the action of giving a misleading account or impression




•
 
we're tired of the media's continuing distortion of our issues.










4.
 
change in the form of an electrical signal or sound wave during processing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
distortional

 
/dəˈstôrSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
distortionless

 
/-ˈtôrSHənləs /






adjective





















distr.






abbreviation



1.
 
distribution.




2.
 
distributor.




3.
 
district.














distract

 
/dəˈstrakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent (someone) from giving full attention to something




•
 
don't allow noise to 
distract

 you 
from

 your work




•
 (as 
adj.

 
distracting

 )
 
she found his nearness distracting.










2.
 
divert (attention) from something




•
 
it was another attempt to 
distract

 attention 
from

 the truth.










3.
 
(
distract oneself

 )
 — divert one's attention from something worrying or unpleasant by doing something different or more pleasurable




•
 
I tried to distract myself by concentrating on Jane.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 perplex and bewilder




•
 
horror and doubt distract His troubl'd thoughts.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘pull in different directions’): from Latin 
distract-

 ‘drawn apart,’ from the verb 
distrahere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
trahere

 ‘to draw, drag.’





distracted

 
/dəˈstraktəd/





I.
 
adjective




unable to concentrate because one's mind is preoccupied




•
 
Charlotte seemed too distracted to give him much attention




•
 
she ran her fingers through her hair in a distracted fashion.














II.
 
derivatives





distractedly

 
/dəˈstraktədlē /






adverb





















distracted driving





I.
 
noun




the practice of driving a motor vehicle while engaged in another activity, typically one that involves the use of a mobile phone or other electronic device.




•
 
AAA now says that distracted driving accounts for 25 to 50 percent of all accidents.














II.
 
derivatives





distracted driver






noun





















distracting

 
/dəsˈtraktiNG/





I.
 
adjective




preventing concentration or diverting attention; disturbing




•
 
she found his nearness distracting.














II.
 
derivatives





distractingly






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
some of my classmates are distractingly pretty



























distraction

 
/dəˈstrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that prevents someone from giving full attention to something else




•
 
the company found passenger travel a 
distraction from

 the main business of moving freight.










2.
 
a diversion or recreation




•
 
there are plenty of distractions such as sailing.










3.
 
extreme agitation of the mind or emotions




•
 
he knew she was nervous by her uncharacteristic air of distraction.














II.
 
phrases





to distraction






(in hyperbolic use) intensely




•
 
she loved him to distraction.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
distractio(n-)

 , from the verb 
distrahere

 (see distract
 ).





distractor

 
/dəˈstraktər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that distracts.




2.
 
an incorrect option in a multiple-choice question




•
 
four pictures, three of which are distractors.




















distrain

 
/dəˈstrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 seize (someone's property) to obtain payment of rent or other money owed




•
 
legislation has restricted the right to distrain goods found on the premises.










2.
 


[Law]

 seize the property of (someone) to obtain payment of money owed




•
 
the government applied political pressure by distraining debtors.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
distrainer

 
/dəˈstrānər /






noun













2.
 
distrainment






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
destreindre

 , from Latin 
distringere

 ‘stretch apart,’ from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
stringere

 ‘tighten.’






distraint

 
/dəˈstrānt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the seizure of someone's property in order to obtain payment of money owed, especially rent




•
 
many faced heavy fines and the distraint of goods.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from distrain
 , on the pattern of 
constraint

 .





distrait

 
/dəˈstrā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
distracted or absentminded




•
 
he seemed oddly distrait.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Old French 
destrait

 , past participle of 
destraire

 ‘distract,’ from Latin 
distrahere

 ‘pull apart’ (see distract
 ).





distraught

 
/dəˈstrôt/





I.
 
adjective




deeply upset and agitated




•
 
a distraught woman sobbed and screamed for help




•
 
he appeared on television, grief-ravaged and distraught.

















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of the obsolete adjective 
distract

 (from Latin 
distractus

 ‘pulled apart’), influenced by 
straught

 , archaic past participle of stretch
 .






distress

 
/dəˈstres/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme anxiety, sorrow, or pain




•
 
to his distress he saw that she was trembling.










2.
 
the state of a ship or aircraft when in danger or difficulty and needing help




•
 
vessels 
in distress

 on or near the coast.










3.
 
suffering caused by lack of money or the basic necessities of life




•
 
the poor were helped in their distress.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 a state of physical strain, exhaustion, or, in particular, breathing difficulty




•
 
they said the baby was in distress.










5.
 


[Law]

 another term for distraint
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) anxiety, sorrow, or pain




•
 
I didn't mean to distress you




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he was distressed to find that Anna would not talk to him.










2.
 
give (furniture, leather, or clothing) simulated marks of age and wear




•
 
the manner in which leather jackets are industrially distressed.














III.
 
derivatives





distressful

 
/dəˈstresf(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
destresce

 (noun), 
destrecier

 (verb), based on Latin 
distringere

 ‘stretch apart.’





distressed

 
/dəˈstrest/






adjective



1.
 
suffering from anxiety, sorrow, or pain




•
 
I was distressed at the news of his death.










2.
 


‹dated›

 impoverished




•
 
women in distressed circumstances.










3.
 
(of furniture, leather, or clothing) having simulated marks of age and wear




•
 
a distressed leather jacket.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 (of property) for sale at unusually low prices or at a loss, especially due to mortgage foreclosure or because it is part of an insolvent estate.













distressing

 
/dəˈstresiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing anxiety, sorrow or pain; upsetting




•
 
some very distressing news.














II.
 
derivatives





distressingly

 
/dəˈstresiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the pattern was distressingly familiar



























distress sale






noun




a sale of goods or assets at reduced prices to raise much-needed funds.













distress signal

 
/dəˈstres ˌsiɡnəl/






noun




a signal from a ship or aircraft in danger.













distributary

 
/dəˈstribyo͞oˌterē/






noun




a branch of a river that does not return to the main stream after leaving it (as in a delta).














distribute

 
/dəˈstribyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give shares of (something); deal out




•
 
information leaflets are being distributed to hotels and guest houses.










2.
 
supply (goods) to stores and other businesses that sell to consumers




•
 
the journal is distributed worldwide.










3.
 
(
be distributed

 )
 — occur throughout an area




•
 
the birds are mainly distributed in marshes and river valleys.










4.
 


[Printing]

 separate (metal type that has been set up) and return the characters to their separate compartments in a type case.




5.
 


[Logic]

 use (a term) to include every individual of the class to which it refers




•
 
the middle term must be distributed, at least once, in the premises.














II.
 
derivatives





distributable

 
/dəˈstribyədəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
distribut-

 ‘divided up,’ from the verb 
distribuere

 , from 
dis-

 ‘apart’ + 
tribuere

 ‘assign.’





distributed system

 
/dəˈstribyo͞odəd ˌsistəm/






noun




a number of independent computers linked by a network.













distribution

 
/ˌdistrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n /

 
distr.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of sharing something out among a number of recipients




•
 
she had it printed for distribution among her friends.










2.
 
the way in which something is shared out among a group or spread over an area




•
 
changes undergone by the area have affected the distribution of its wildlife.










3.
 
the action or process of supplying goods to stores and other businesses that sell to consumers




•
 
a manager has the choice of four types of distribution




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an established 
distribution channel

 .










4.
 


[Bridge]

 the different number of cards of each suit in a player's hand




•
 
strength has two ingredients, high cards and distribution.














II.
 
derivatives





distributional

 
/ˌdistrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
distributio(n-)

 , from the verb 
distribuere

 (see distribute
 ).





distribution function






noun




short for cumulative distribution function
 .













distributive

 
/dəˈstribyədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with the supply of goods to stores and other businesses that sell to consumers




•
 
transportation and distributive industries.










2.
 
concerned with the way in which things are shared between people




•
 
the distributive effects of public expenditure




•
 
distributive justice.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a determiner or pronoun) referring to each individual of a class, not to the class collectively, e.g., 
each

 , 
either

 .




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of an operation) fulfilling the condition that, when it is performed on two or more quantities already combined by another operation, the result is the same as when it is performed on each quantity individually and the products then combined.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a distributive word.








III.
 
derivatives





distributively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
distributif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
distributivus

 , from Latin 
distribut-

 ‘divided up,’ from the verb 
distribuere

 (see distribute
 ).





distributor

 
/dəˈstribyədər /

 
distr.






noun



1.
 
an agent who supplies goods to stores and other businesses that sell to consumers




•
 
a wholesale liquor distributor




•
 
the movie's distributor booked the film into theaters.










2.
 
a device in a gasoline engine for passing electric current to each spark plug in turn.













distributor cap






noun




an insulated cap that fits over the distributor in a gasoline engine and that distributes voltage to the spark plugs.













district

 
/ˈdistrikt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of a country or city, especially one regarded as a distinct unit because of a particular characteristic




•
 
an elegant shopping district.










2.
 
a region defined for an administrative purpose




•
 
the city school district.










3.
 
(
the District

 )
 — the District of Columbia; Washington, DC.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 divide into districts.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the territory under the jurisdiction of a feudal lord): from French, from medieval Latin 
districtus

 ‘(territory of) jurisdiction,’ from Latin 
distringere

 ‘draw apart.’





district attorney

 
/ˈdistrikt əˈtərnē /

 
DA






noun




a public official who acts as prosecutor for the state or the federal government in court in a particular district.













district court

 
/ˈdistrikt kôrt/






noun




a state of federal trial court.














District of Columbia

 
/distrikt əv ˈkələmbēə /

 
DC






a federal district of the US, coextensive with the city of Washington, on the Potomac River with boundaries on the states of Virginia and Maryland.









distro

 
/ˈdistrō/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a distributor or distributed version, especially of Linux software or of webzines




•
 
I was excited enough about this distro that I forked over the cash to buy it.

















– origin

 by shortening and alteration.





distrust

 
/disˈtrəst/





I.
 
noun




the feeling that someone or something cannot be relied on




•
 
his distrust of his mother's new suitor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
doubt the honesty or reliability of; regard with suspicion




•
 
like a skillful gambler, Dave distrusted a sure thing.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
distruster






noun













2.
 
distrustful

 
/disˈtrəstfəl /






adjective













3.
 
distrustfully

 
/disˈtrəs(t)fəlē /






adverb






















disturb

 
/dəˈstərb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interfere with the normal arrangement or functioning of




•
 
being sent to jail had apparently not disturbed his cheerfulness




•
 
the site surface had been disturbed by bulldozer activity.










2.
 
cause to feel anxious




•
 
I am disturbed by the document I have just read.










3.
 
interrupt the sleep, relaxation, or privacy of




•
 
I'll see my patient now and we are not to be disturbed.














II.
 
derivatives





disturber

 
/dəˈstərbər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
destourber

 , from Latin 
disturbare

 , from 
dis-

 ‘utterly’ + 
turbare

 ‘disturb’ (from 
turba

 ‘tumult’).





disturbance

 
/dəˈstərbəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the interruption of a settled and peaceful condition




•
 
a helicopter landing can cause disturbance to residents.










2.
 
a breakdown of peaceful and law-abiding behavior; a riot




•
 
the disturbances were precipitated when four men were refused bail.










3.
 
the disruption of healthy functioning




•
 
her severe mental disturbance was diagnosed as schizophrenia.










4.
 


[Meteorology]

 a local variation from normal or average wind conditions, usually a small tornado or cyclone.




5.
 


[Law]

 interference with rights or property; molestation.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
destourbance

 , from 
destourber

 (see disturb
 ).





disturbed

 
/dəˈstərbd/






adjective



1.
 
having had its normal pattern or function disrupted




•
 
disturbed sleep.










2.
 
suffering or resulting from emotional and mental problems




•
 
the treatment of disturbed children




•
 
disturbed behavior.



















disturbing

 
/dəˈstərbiNG/






adjective




causing anxiety; worrying




•
 
disturbing unemployment figures.



















disturbingly

 
/dəˈstərbiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in a way that causes worry or unease




•
 
disturbingly violent movies




•
 
the course of events was disturbingly familiar




•
 
Paul's nightmares blend disturbingly with memories of his childhood orphanage home.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express worry or unease at a situation or event




•
 
disturbingly, he appears to support the war.



















disubstituted

 
/dīˈsəbstətyo͞odəd/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a molecule) having two substituent groups.














disulfide

 
/dīˈsəlˌfīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 disulphide






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a sulfide containing two atoms of sulfur in its molecule or empirical formula.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —S—S— bonded to other groups.














disulfiram

 
/dīˈsəlfəˌram/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used in the treatment of alcoholics to make drinking alcohol produce unpleasant aftereffects.

Also called Antabuse
 . [Alternative name: 
tetraethylthiuram disulfide

 ; chem. formula: (C2
 H5
 )2
 NCSSCN(C2
 H5
 )2
 .]











– origin

 1940s: blend of 
disulfide

 (see disulfide
 ) and 
thiuram

 (from thio-
 + urea
 + amide
 ).





disunion

 
/disˈyo͞onyən/






noun




the breaking up of something such as a federation




•
 
his rejection of disunion was consistent with his nationalism.



















disunited

 
/ˌdisyo͞oˈnīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking unity




•
 
a disunited nation.














II.
 
derivatives





disunite

 
/ˌdisyo͞oˈnīt /






verb





















disunity

 
/disˈyo͞onədē/






noun




disagreement and conflict within a group




•
 
the disunity among opposition parties.



















disuse

 
/disˈyo͞os/





I.
 
noun




the state of not being used




•
 
the machines 
fell into disuse

 with the advent of computers.














II.
 
phrases





fall into disuse






cease to be used




•
 
the old tracks fell into disuse and neglect.























disused

 
/disˈyo͞ozd/






adjective




no longer being used




•
 
they held an exhibition in a disused warehouse.



















disutility

 
/ˌdisyo͞oˈtilədē/






noun






[Economics]

 the adverse or harmful effects associated with a particular activity or process, especially when carried out over a long period.













disvalue

 
/disˈvalyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undervalue (something or someone)




•
 
I'm not going to disvalue the way they feel.














II.
 
noun




a negative value or worth.








III.
 
derivatives





disvaluation

 
/-ˌvalyo͞oˈāSHən /






noun





















disyllabic

 
/ˌdīsəˈlabik /

 
dissyllabic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a word or metrical foot) consisting of two syllables.




2.
 
(of a bird's call) consisting of two distinct sounds, such as the call of the cuckoo.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
dissyllabique

 , via Latin from Greek 
disullabos

 ‘of two syllables.’






disyllable

 
/dīˈsiləb(ə)l /

 
dissyllable





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a word or metrical foot consisting of two syllables.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration (influenced by syllable
 ) of French 
disyllabe

 , via Latin from Greek 
disullabos

 ‘of two syllables,’ from 
di-

 ‘two’ + 
sullabē

 ‘syllable.’





dit

 
/dit/





I.
 
noun




(in Morse code) another term for dot
 1
 .











– origin

 World War II: imitative.






ditch

 
/diCH/





I.
 
noun




a narrow channel dug in the ground, typically used for drainage alongside a road or the edge of a field.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with ditches




•
 
he was praised for ditching the coastal areas.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make or repair ditches


(as 
noun

 
ditching

 )


•
 
they would have to pay for hedging and ditching.










3.
 


‹informal›

 get rid of; give up




•
 
it crossed her mind to ditch her shoes and run




•
 
plans for the road were ditched following a public inquiry.










4.
 


‹informal›

 end a relationship with (someone) peremptorily; abandon




•
 
she ditched her husband to marry the window cleaner.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 be truant from (school or another obligation)




•
 
maybe she could ditch school and run away.










6.
 


‹informal›

 bring (an aircraft) down on water in an emergency




•
 
he was picked up by a frigate after ditching his plane in the Mediterranean.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an aircraft) make a forced landing on water




•
 
the aircraft was obliged to ditch in the sea off the North African coast.










8.
 


(US)

 derail (a train).








III.
 
derivatives





ditcher

 
/ˈdiCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dīc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dijk

 ‘ditch, dike’ and German 
Teich

 ‘pond, pool,’ also to dike
 1
 .





ditchwater

 
/ˈdiCHˌwôdər/





I.
 
noun




stagnant water in a ditch.








II.
 
phrases





dull as ditchwater






see dull
 .

















ditheism

 
/dīˈTHēˌizəm ˈdīTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a belief in two gods, especially as independent and opposed principles of good and evil.








II.
 
derivatives





ditheist






noun






















dither

 
/ˈdiT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be indecisive




•
 
he was dithering about the election date.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — add white noise to (a digital recording) to reduce distortion of low-amplitude signals.




3.
 
display or print (a color image) in such a way that there appears to be more colors in it than are really available


(as 
adj.

 
dithered

 )


•
 
dithered bitmaps.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 indecisive behavior




•
 
after months of dither they had still not agreed.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state of agitation




•
 
buses are jammed and dirty and everyone is 
in a dither

 over taxis.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ditherer

 
/ˈdiT͟H(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
dithery

 
/ˈdiT͟H(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the dialect sense ‘tremble, quiver’): variant of dialect 
didder

 ; related to dodder
 1
 .






dithionite

 
/dīˈTHīəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion S2
 O4
 2−
 .











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from di-
 1
 ‘two’ + Greek 
theion

 ‘sulfur’ + -ite
 1
 .





dithizone

 
/dīˈTHīˌzōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic compound used as a reagent for the analysis and separation of lead and other metals.

[Alternative name: 
diphenylthiocarbazone

 ; chem. formula: C13
 H12
 N4
 S.]











– origin

 1920s: from elements of the systematic name (see above).





dithyramb

 
/ˈdiTHəˌram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild choral hymn of ancient Greece, especially one dedicated to Dionysus.




2.
 
a passionate or inflated speech, poem, or other writing.








II.
 
derivatives





dithyrambic

 
/ˌdiTHəˈrambik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
dithurambos

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





ditransitive

 
/dīˈtranzədiv/






adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a verb) taking two objects, for example 
give

 as in 
I gave her the book

 .














dittany

 
/ˈdit(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of aromatic herbaceous or shrubby plants.

[● a dwarf shrub with white woolly leaves and pink flowers, native to Crete and Greece (
Origanum dictamnus

 , family 
Labiatae

 ). ● an American herb used in cooking and herbal medicine (genus 
Cunila

 , family 
Labiatae

 ). ● another term for gas plant
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ditain

 or medieval Latin 
ditaneum

 , from Latin 
dictamnus

 , 
dictamnum

 , from Greek 
diktamnon

 , perhaps from 
Diktē

 , the name of a mountain in Crete.






ditto

 
/ˈdidō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used in accounts and lists to indicate that an item is repeated (often indicated by a ditto mark under the word or figure to be repeated).




2.
 


‹informal›

 used to indicate that something already said is applicable a second time




•
 
if one folds his arms, so does the other; if one crosses his legs, ditto.










3.
 
a similar thing; a duplicate.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘in the aforesaid month’): from Tuscan dialect, variant of Italian 
detto

 ‘said,’ from Latin 
dictus

 ‘said.’





dittography

 
/diˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a mistaken repetition of a letter, word, or phrase by a copyist.








II.
 
derivatives





dittographic

 
/ˌditəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
dittos

 ‘double’ + -graphy
 .





dittohead

 
/ˈdidōˌhed/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an unquestioning supporter of an idea or opinion as expressed by a particular person, organization, etc.




•
 
from your posts, it's obvious that you are a highly partisan dittohead unable to think for yourself.

















– origin

 1990s: from ditto
 and -head
 2
 , with reference to fans of the US conservative radio commentator Rush Limbaugh, who would often begin their calls to the program with expressions based on the word 'ditto'.





ditto mark






noun




a symbol (”) representing “ditto.”













ditty

 
/ˈdidē/





I.
 
noun




a short simple song




•
 
a lovely little music-hall ditty.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dite

 ‘composition,’ from Latin 
dictatum

 (neuter) ‘something dictated,’ from 
dictare

 ‘to dictate.’





ditty bag

 
ditty box





I.
 
noun




a receptacle for odds and ends, especially one used by sailors or fishermen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





ditz

 
/dits/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a scatterbrained person.











– origin

 1970s: back-formation from ditzy
 .






ditzy

 
/ˈditsē /

 
ditsy





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 silly or scatterbrained




•
 
don't tell me my ditzy secretary didn't send you an invitation!














II.
 
derivatives





ditziness






noun



















– origin

 1970s: of unknown origin.






diuresis

 
/ˌdīyəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 increased or excessive production of urine.

Compare with polyuria
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from di-
 3
 ‘through’ + Greek 
ourēsis

 ‘urination.’





diuretic

 
/ˌdīyəˈredik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of drugs) causing increased passing of urine.








II.
 
noun




a diuretic drug.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
diuretique

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
diourētikos

 , from 
diourein

 ‘urinate,’ from 
dia

 ‘through’ + 
ouron

 ‘urine.’






diurnal

 
/dīˈərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or during the day.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of animals) active in the daytime.




3.
 


[Botany]

 (of flowers) open only during the day.




4.
 
daily; of each day




•
 
diurnal rhythms.










5.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or resulting from the daily rotation of the earth.








II.
 
derivatives





diurnally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in astronomy): from late Latin 
diurnalis

 , from Latin 
diurnus

 ‘daily,’ from 
dies

 ‘day.’





div






abbreviation




divergence (in mathematical equations).













Div.






abbreviation



1.
 
Division.




2.
 
divorced.













diva

 
/ˈdēvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a famous female opera singer




•
 
your average opera isn't over till the diva trills her high notes.










2.
 
a famous female singer of popular music




•
 
a pop diva.










3.
 
a self-important person, typically a woman, who is temperamental and difficult to please.




•
 
she is much more the dedicated maverick than the petulant diva.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Italian from Latin, literally ‘goddess.’





divagate

 
/ˈdīvəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 stray; digress




•
 
Yeats divagated into Virgil's territory only once.














II.
 
derivatives





divagation

 
/ˌdīvəˈɡāSH(ə)n ˌdivəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
divagat-

 ‘wandered around,’ from the verb 
divagari

 , from 
di-

 ‘widely’ + 
vagari

 ‘wander.’






divalent

 
/dīˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of two.














divan

 
/dəˈvan ˈdīˌvan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/dəˈvan ˈdīˌvan /

 — a long low sofa without a back or arms, typically placed against a wall.




2.
 

/diˈvan ˈdīvan /

 — 

‹historical›

 a legislative body, council chamber, or court of justice in the Ottoman Empire or elsewhere in the Middle East.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via French or Italian from Turkish 
dīvān

 , from Persian 
dīwān

 ‘anthology, register, court, or bench’; compare with diwan
 . As a piece of furniture, a 
divan

 was originally (early 18th cent.) a low bench or raised section of floor used as a long seat against the wall of a room, common in Middle Eastern countries; European imitation of this led to the sense ‘low flat sofa or bed’ (late 19th cent).





divaricate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/dīˈverəkāt dəˈverəˌkāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 stretch or spread apart; diverge widely.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/dīˈverəkāt /



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a branch) coming off the stem almost at a right angle.








III.
 
derivatives





divarication

 
/dīˌverəˈkāSHən dəˌverəˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
divaricat-

 ‘stretched apart,’ from the verb 
divaricare

 , from 
di-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
varicare

 ‘stretch the legs apart’ (from 
varicus

 ‘straddling’).






dive

 
/dīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — plunge head first into water




•
 
she walked to the deep end, then she dived in




•
 
he dived off the bridge for a bet.










2.
 
(of a fish, a submarine, or a vessel used for underwater exploration) go to a deeper level in water




•
 
the fish dive down to about 1,400 feet and then swim southwest.










3.
 
swim underwater using breathing equipment




•
 
he had been diving in the area to test equipment.










4.
 
(of an aircraft or bird) plunge steeply downward through the air




•
 
the aircraft dove for the ground to avoid the attack.










5.
 
move quickly or suddenly in a specified direction




•
 
a bullet passed close to his head, and he dived for cover




•
 (as 
adj.

 
diving

 )
 
he attempted a diving catch.










6.
 
(of prices or profits) drop suddenly




•
 
profits before tax dived by 61 percent.










7.
 


‹informal›

 put one's hand quickly into something, especially a pocket or purse, in order to find something




•
 
she 
dived into

 her bag and extracted a card.










8.
 


[Soccer]

 
[Ice Hockey]

 
‹informal›

 (of a player) deliberately fall when challenged in order to deceive the referee into awarding a foul.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a plunge head first into water




•
 
he hit the sea in a shallow dive




•
 
a high dive.










2.
 
an instance of swimming or going deeper under water




•
 
divers should have a good intake of fluid before each dive.










3.
 
a steep descent by an aircraft or bird




•
 
the jumbo jet went into a dive.







See also nosedive
 .




4.
 
a sudden movement in a specified direction




•
 
she 
made a dive for

 the fridge to quench her raging thirst.










5.
 
a sudden and significant fall in prices or profits




•
 
an 11 percent dive in profits.










6.
 


[Soccer]

 
[Ice Hockey]

 
‹informal›

 a deliberate fall by a player, intended to deceive the referee into awarding a foul.




7.
 
(also 
dive bar

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a shabby or sleazy bar or similar establishment




•
 
he got into a fight in some dive




•
 
a detective story set in the smoky clubs and dive bars of 1940s Los Angeles.














III.
 
phrases





take a dive





a.
 


[Boxing]

 pretend to be knocked out.




b.
 
(of prices, hopes, fortunes, etc.) fall suddenly




•
 
profits could take a dive as easily as they could soar




•
 
her reputation took a dive from which it has not recovered.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
dive in






help oneself to food.









2.
 
dive into






occupy oneself suddenly and enthusiastically with (a meal, or an engrossing subject or activity)




•
 
dive into a barbecued beef burrito.





















– origin

 Old English 
dūfan

 ‘dive, sink’ and 
dȳfan

 ‘immerse,’ of Germanic origin; related to deep
 and dip
 .





dive-bomb

 
/ˈdīv ˌbäm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bomb (a target) while diving steeply downward in an aircraft




•
 
news that they had dive-bombed a US destroyer.










2.
 
(of a bird or flying insect) attack (something) by swooping down on it




•
 
the crow folded its wings and dive-bombed the vulture.














II.
 
derivatives





dive-bomber

 
/ˈdīv ˌbämər /






noun





















divemaster

 
/ˈdīvˌmastər/






noun




a person who is in charge of an underwater diving expedition.













diver

 
/ˈdīvər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that dives, in particular




2.
 
a person who dives as a sport




•
 
an Olympic diver.










3.
 
a person who wears a diving suit to work under water




•
 
a diver at the oil terminal




•
 
a police diver.










4.
 
British term for loon
 1
 .













diverge

 
/dəˈvərj dīˈvərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a road, route, or line) separate from another route, especially a main one, and go in a different direction.




2.
 
develop in a different direction




•
 
howler and spider monkeys 
diverged from

 a common ancestor.










3.
 
(of an opinion, theory, approach, etc.) differ markedly




•
 
the coverage by the columnists 
diverged from

 that in the main news stories




•
 (as 
adj.

 
diverging

 )
 
studies from different viewpoints yield diverging conclusions.










4.
 
deviate from a set course or standard




•
 
suddenly he 
diverged from

 his text.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a series) increase indefinitely as more terms are added.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
divergere

 , from Latin 
dis-

 ‘in two ways’ + 
vergere

 ‘to turn or incline.’






divergence

 
/dəˈvərjəns dīˈvərjəns/






noun



1.
 
the process or state of diverging




•
 
the divergence between primates and other groups.










2.
 
a difference or conflict in opinions, interests, wishes, etc.




•
 
a fundamental divergence of attitude.










3.
 
a place where airflows or ocean currents diverge, typically marked by downwelling (of air) or upwelling (of water).




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the inner product of the operator del and a given vector, which gives a measure of the quantity of flux emanating from any point of the vector field or the rate of loss of mass, heat, etc., from it.













divergent

 
/dəˈvərjənt dīˈvərjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to be different or develop in different directions




•
 
divergent interpretations




•
 
varieties of English can remain astonishingly 
divergent from

 one another.










2.
 


[Psychology]

 (of thought) using a variety of premises, especially unfamiliar premises, as bases for inference, and avoiding common limiting assumptions in making deductions.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a series) increasing indefinitely as more of its terms are added.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
divergency






noun













2.
 
divergently






adverb






















divers

 
/ˈdīvərz/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 of varying types; several




•
 
in divers places.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
diversus

 ‘diverse,’ from 
divertere

 ‘turn in separate ways’ (see divert
 ).





diverse

 
/dəˈvərs dīˈvərs/





I.
 
adjective




showing a great deal of variety; very different




•
 
a culturally diverse population




•
 
subjects as diverse as architecture, language teaching, and the physical sciences.














II.
 
derivatives





diversely






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: variant of divers
 .





diversification

 
/dəˌvərsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n dīˌvərsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of making or becominɡ more diverse or varied




•
 
growers should start planning diversification of crops




•
 
studies have examined the diversification of plant species in Asia.










2.
 
the process of a company enlarging or varying its range of products or field of operation




•
 
the company is benefiting from geographical diversification




•
 
diversification into other markets is worth exploring.



















diversify

 
/dəˈvərsəˌfī dīˈvərsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become more diverse or varied


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the trilobites 
diversified into

 a great number of species




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they seek to diversify their approach to teaching




•
 (as 
adj.

 
diversified

 )
 
a diversified economy.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a company) enlarge or vary its range of products or field of operation




•
 
the company expanded rapidly and 
diversified into

 computers.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
diversified

 )
 — enlarge or vary the range of products or the field of operation of (a company)




•
 
the rise of the diversified corporation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘show diversity’): via Old French from medieval Latin 
diversificare

 ‘make dissimilar,’ from Latin 
diversus

 , past participle of 
divertere

 (see divert
 ).





diversion

 
/dəˈvərZHən dīˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of turning something aside from its course




•
 
a diversion of resources from defense to civil research.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 an alternative route for use by traffic when the usual road is temporarily closed; a detour




•
 
the road was closed and diversions put into operation.










3.
 
an activity that diverts the mind from tedious or serious concerns; a recreation or pastime




•
 
our chief diversion was reading.










4.
 
something intended to distract someone's attention from something more important




•
 
a subsidiary raid was carried out on the airfield to create a diversion.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
diversio(n-)

 , from Latin 
divertere

 ‘turn aside’ (see divert
 ).





diversionary

 
/dəˈvərZHəˌnerē dīˈvərZHəˌnerē/






adjective



1.
 
intended to distract attention from something more important




•
 
her comments are easy to dismiss as a diversionary tactic




•
 
He planned to confuse the enemy with a diversionary attack on the Alaskan coast.










2.
 
denoting a recreational activity that diverts the mind




•
 
a major issue in urban areas is that of accessible diversionary activities for young people




•
 
a coffee break and diversionary chat with Paul.










3.
 
having the effect of turning something aside from its course




•
 
the challenge of lowering the lake isn't just technical—diversionary tunnels could drain it.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 denoting an alternative route for use by traffic when the usual road is temporarily closed




•
 
motorists are advised to follow the signed diversionary route.



















diversity

 
/dəˈvərsədē dīˈvərsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being diverse; variety




•
 
there was considerable diversity in the style of the reports.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a range of different things




•
 
newspapers were obliged to allow a diversity of views to be printed.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
diversite

 , from Latin 
diversitas

 , from 
diversus

 ‘diverse,’ past participle of 
divertere

 ‘turn aside’ (see divert
 ).






divert

 
/dəˈvərt dīˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone or something) to change course or turn from one direction to another




•
 
a scheme to 
divert

 water 
from

 the river to irrigate agricultural land.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle or person) change course




•
 
an aircraft has diverted and will be with you shortly.










3.
 
reallocate (something, especially money or resources) to a different purpose




•
 
more of their advertising budget was 
diverted into

 promotions.










4.
 
distract (someone or their attention) from something




•
 
public relations policies are sometimes intended to divert attention away from criticism.










5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
diverting

 )
 — draw the attention of (someone) away from tedious or serious concerns; entertain or amuse




•
 
a diverting book




•
 
nursery rhymes can calm and divert all but the most fractious child.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
diverter






noun













2.
 
divertingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
divertere

 , from 
di-

 ‘aside’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





diverticula

 
/ˌdīvərˈtikyələ/






plural form of diverticulum
 .









diverticular

 
/ˌdīvərˈtikyələr/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 of or relating to diverticula.













diverticular disease






noun




a condition in which muscle spasm in the colon (lower intestine) in the presence of diverticula causes abdominal pain and disturbance of bowel function without inflammation.














diverticulitis

 
/ˌdīvərˌtikyəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a diverticulum, especially in the colon, causing pain and disturbance of bowel function.

Compare with diverticulosis
 .














diverticulosis

 
/ˌdīvərˌtikyəˈlōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which diverticula are present in the intestine without signs of inflammation.

Compare with diverticulitis
 .














diverticulum

 
/ˌdīvərˈtikyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a blind tube leading from a cavity or passage.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 an abnormal sac or pouch formed at a weak point in the wall of the alimentary tract.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, variant of Latin 
deverticulum

 ‘byway,’ from 
devertere

 ‘turn down or aside.’





divertimento

 
/dəˌvərdəˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a light and entertaining composition, typically one in the form of a suite for chamber orchestra.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a diversion or amusement): Italian, literally ‘diversion.’





divertissement

 
/dəˈvərdəsmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a minor entertainment or diversion




•
 
as a Sunday divertissement Wittgenstein would play Schubert quartets.










2.
 


[Ballet]

 a short dance within a ballet that displays a dancer's technical skill without advancing the plot or character development.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (specifically denoting a short ballet): French, from 
divertiss-

 , stem of 
divertir

 , from Latin 
divertere

 ‘turn in separate ways.’





Dives

 
/ˈdīvēz/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 used to refer to a typical or hypothetical rich man




•
 
there must be rich and poor, Dives says, smacking his claret.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin, used in the Vulgate translation of the Bible (Luke 16).





divest

 
/dəˈvest dīˈvest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone) of power, rights, or possessions




•
 
men are unlikely to be 
divested of

 power without a struggle.










2.
 
deprive (something) of a particular quality




•
 
he has 
divested

 the original play 
of

 its charm.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rid oneself of something that one no longer wants or requires, such as a business interest or investment




•
 
it appears easier to carry on in the business than to divest




•
 
the government's policy of 
divesting itself of

 state holdings.










4.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 relieve (someone) of something being worn or carried




•
 
she divested him of his coat.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of 
devest

 , from Old French 
desvestir

 , from 
des-

 (expressing removal) + Latin 
vestire

 (from 
vestis

 ‘garment’).






divestiture

 
/dīˈvestəˌCH(o͝o)ər dəˈvestəˌCH(o͝o)ər /

 
divesture





I.
 
noun




the action or process of selling off subsidiary business interests or investments




•
 
the divestiture of state-owned assets.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
divestit-

 ‘divested’ (from the verb 
divestire

 ) + -ure
 .





divestment

 
/dəˈvestmənt dīˈvestmənt/






noun




another term for divestiture
 .













divey

 
/ˈdīvē/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a bar or similar establishment) shabby or sleazy




•
 
the bar is kind of divey but the service was good




•
 
it's a divey joint with a few stools along a small counter.

















– origin

 1950s: from dive
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).






divide

 
/dəˈvīd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
separate or be separated into parts


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
consumer magazines can be 
divided into

 a number of different categories




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the cell clusters began to divide rapidly.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — separate (something) into portions and distribute a share to each of a number of people




•
 
Jack 
divided up

 the rest of the cash




•
 
the property was 
divided among

 his heirs.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allocate (different parts of one's time, attention, or efforts) to different activities or places




•
 
the last years of her life were 
divided between

 Bermuda and Paris.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form a boundary between (two people or things)




•
 
the artificial barrier that has 
divided

 an academic education 
from

 a vocational one.










5.
 
(of a legislative assembly) separate or be separated into two groups for voting


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the House divided: 287 for, 196 against.










6.
 
disagree or cause to disagree


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the question had divided Frenchmen since the Revolution




•
 (as 
adj.

 
divided

 )
 
a divided party leadership




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
cities where politicians frequently divide along racial lines.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 find how many times (a number) contains another




•
 
36 
divided by

 2 equals 18




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the program helps children to multiply and divide quickly and accurately.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a number) be susceptible to division without a remainder




•
 
30 does not divide by 8.










9.
 
find how many times (a number) is contained in another




•
 


divide

 4 
into

 20.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a number) be contained in a number without a remainder




•
 
3 divides into 15.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a wide divergence between two groups, typically producing tension or hostility




•
 
there was still a profound cultural 
divide between

 the parties.










2.
 
a boundary between two things




•
 
symbolically, the difference of sex is a divide.










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a ridge or line of high ground forming the division between two valleys or river systems.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
divide and conquer (or rule)






the policy of maintaining control over one's subordinates or subjects by encouraging dissent between them.









2.
 
divided against itself






(of a group that should be coherent) split by factional interests




•
 
the regime is profoundly divided against itself.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Latin 
dividere

 ‘force apart, remove.’ The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.






divided highway






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a road with a median strip between the traffic in opposite directions and typically two or more lanes in each direction.













divided skirt

 
/dəˈvīdid skərt/






noun






‹dated›

 culottes.














dividend

 
/ˈdivəˌdend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money paid regularly (typically quarterly) by a company to its shareholders out of its profits (or reserves).




2.
 
a payment divided among a number of people, e.g., members of a cooperative or creditors of an insolvent estate.




3.
 
an individual's share of a dividend.




4.
 
(
dividends

 )
 — a benefit from an action or policy




•
 
persistence 
pays dividends

 .







See also peace dividend
 .




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number to be divided by another number.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the general sense ‘portion, share’): from Anglo-Norman French 
dividende

 , from Latin 
dividendum

 ‘something to be divided,’ from the verb 
dividere

 (see divide
 ).





dividend coverage






noun




the ratio of a company's dividends to its net income.













dividend yield

 
/ˈdivəˌdend ˌyēld/






noun




a dividend expressed as a percentage of a current share price.













divider

 
/dəˈvīdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that divides a whole into parts.




2.
 
an issue on which opinions are divided




•
 
the big divider was still nuclear weapons.










3.
 
(also 
room divider

 )
 — a screen or piece of furniture that divides a room into two parts.




4.
 
(
dividers

 )
 — a measuring compass, especially one with a screw for making fine adjustments.













dividing line

 
/dəˈvīdiNG līn/






noun



1.
 
the boundary between two areas




•
 


the dividing line between

 eastern and western zones.










2.
 
a distinction or set of distinctions marking the difference between two related things




•
 


the dividing line between

 drama and reality.



















divi-divi

 
/ˌdivē ˈdivē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American tree of the pea family, bearing curled pods.

[
Caesalpinia coriaria

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
the pods of the divi-divi tree, used as a source of tannin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via American Spanish from Carib.





divination

 
/ˌdivəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the practice of seeking knowledge of the future or the unknown by supernatural means.








II.
 
derivatives





divinatory

 
/diˈvinəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
divinatio(n-)

 , from 
divinare

 ‘predict’ (see divine
 2
 ).






divine1


 
/dəˈvīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, from, or like God or a god




•
 
heroes with divine powers




•
 
paintings of shipwrecks being prevented by divine intervention.










2.
 
devoted to God; sacred




•
 
divine liturgy.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent; delightful




•
 
that succulent clementine tasted divine




•
 
he had the most divine smile.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a cleric or theologian.




2.
 
(
the Divine

 )
 — providence or God.








III.
 
derivatives





divineness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
divinus

 , from 
divus

 ‘godlike’ (related to 
deus

 ‘god’).






divine2


 
/dəˈvīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discover (something) by guesswork or intuition




•
 
his brother usually divined his ulterior motives




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they had divined that he was a fake.










2.
 
have supernatural or magical insight into (future events)




•
 
frauds who claimed to divine the future in chickens' entrails.










3.
 
discover (water) by dowsing.








II.
 
derivatives





diviner

 
/dəˈvīnər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
deviner

 ‘predict,’ from Latin 
divinare

 , from 
divinus

 (see divine
 1
 ).





divinely

 
/dəˈvīnlē/






adverb



1.
 
by the power of God or a god




•
 
he regards the Bible as divinely inspired




•
 
the idea of a divinely created universe.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 in a very pleasing or delightful way




•
 
you dance divinely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a divinely beautiful young woman.



















divine right of kings






noun




the doctrine that kings derive their authority from God, not from their subjects, from which it follows that rebellion is the worst of political crimes. It was claimed in Britain by the earlier Stuarts and is also associated with the absolutism of Louis XIV of France.













divine service






noun




public Christian worship.













diving

 
/ˈdīviNG/






noun



1.
 
the sport or activity of swimming or exploring underwater.




2.
 
the sport or activity of diving into water from a diving board.













diving beetle






noun




a predatory water beetle that has fringed back legs for swimming and stores air under its wing cases while diving.

[Family 
Dytiscidae

 : numerous genera and species, including the 
great diving beetle

 (
Dytiscus marginalis

 ).]













diving bell

 
/ˈdīviNG ˈˌbel/






noun




an open-bottomed chamber supplied with compressed air, in which a person can be let down under water.













diving board

 
/ˈdīviNG ˈˌbô(ə)rd/






noun




an elevated board projecting over a swimming pool or other body of water, from which people dive or jump in.














diving duck






noun




a duck of a type that dives under water for food, such as the pochard, scaup, tufted duck, and goldeneye.

Compare with dabbling duck
 . [Tribes 
Aythyini

 and 
Mergini

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Aythya

 and 
Bucephala

 .]














diving petrel






noun




a stocky auklike seabird of southern oceans, having black upper parts and white underparts.

[Family 
Pelecanoididae

 and genus 
Pelecanoides

 : four species, in particular the 
common diving petrel

 (
P. urinatrix

 ).]













diving suit

 
/ˈdīviNG ˈˌso͞ot/






noun




a watertight suit, typically with a helmet and an air supply, worn for working or exploring deep underwater.













divining rod

 
/dəˈvīniNG ˌräd/






noun




a stick or rod used for dowsing.













divinity

 
/dəˈvinədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 divinities)
 — the state or quality of being divine




•
 
Christ's divinity.










2.
 
the study of religion; theology




•
 
a doctor of divinity.










3.
 
a divine being; a god or goddess




•
 
busts of various Roman divinities.










4.
 
(
the Divinity

 )
 — God.




5.
 
a fluffy, creamy candy made with stiffly beaten egg whites.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
divinite

 , from Latin 
divinitas

 , from 
divinus

 ‘belonging to a deity’ (see divine
 1
 ).





divinize

 
/ˈdivəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) divine; deify




•
 
this brush with death seems to have divinized her.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
diviniser

 , from 
divin

 ‘divine.’





divisi

 
/diˈvēzē/





I.
 
adjective




a musical direction indicating that a section of players should be divided into two or more groups, each playing a different part


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
violas divisi




•
 
divisi passages.














II.
 
noun




a divisi passage of music.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘divided’ (plural), from 
dividere

 ‘to divide.’






divisible

 
/dəˈvizəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of being divided




•
 
the marine environment is divisible into a number of areas.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number) capable of being divided by another number without a remainder




•
 
24 
is divisible by

 4.














II.
 
derivatives





divisibility

 
/dəˌvizəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
divisibilis

 , from 
divis-

 ‘divided,’ from the verb 
dividere

 (see divide
 ).





division

 
/dəˈviZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of separating something into parts, or the process of being separated




•
 
the division of the land into small fields




•
 
a gene that helps regulate cell division.










2.
 
the distribution of something separated into parts




•
 
the 
division

 of his estates 
between

 the two branches of his family.










3.
 
an instance of members of a legislative body separating into two groups to vote for or against a bill




•
 
the new clause was agreed without a division.










4.
 
the action of splitting the roots of a perennial plant into parts to be replanted separately, as a means of propagation




•
 
the plant can also be easily increased by division in autumn.










5.
 


[Logic]

 the action of dividing a wider class into two or more subclasses.




6.
 
disagreement between two or more groups, typically producing tension or hostility




•
 
a growing sense of 
division between

 north and south




•
 
a country with ethnic and cultural divisions.










7.
 
the process or skill of dividing one number by another.

See also long division
 , short division
 .




8.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of dividing a matrix, vector, or other quantity by another under specific rules to obtain a quotient.




9.
 
each of the parts into which something is divided




•
 
the main divisions of the book.










10.
 
a major unit or section of an organization, typically one handling a particular kind of work




•
 
a retail division.










11.
 
a group of army brigades or regiments




•
 
an infantry division.










12.
 
a number of teams or competitors grouped together in a sport for competitive purposes according to such characteristics as ability, size, or geographic location




•
 
the team will finish in fifth place in Division One.










13.
 
a part of a county, country, or city defined for administrative or political purposes




•
 
a licensing division of a district.










14.
 


(Brit.)

 a part of a county or borough forming a parliamentary constituency




•
 
he was MP for the Lancaster division of North Lancashire.










15.
 


[Botany]

 a principal taxonomic category that ranks above class and below kingdom, equivalent to the phylum in zoology.




16.
 


[Zoology]

 any subsidiary category between major levels of classification.




17.
 
a partition that divides two groups or things




•
 
the villagers lived in a communal building and there were no solid divisions between neighbors.














II.
 
phrases





division of labor






the assignment of different parts of a manufacturing process or task to different people in order to improve efficiency.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
devisiun

 , from Latin 
divisio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dividere

 (see divide
 ).





divisional

 
/dəˈviZH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an organizational or administrative division




•
 
a divisional manager.










2.
 
forming a partition




•
 
divisional walls.














II.
 
derivatives





divisionally






adverb





















divisionalize

 
/dəˈviZHənəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
divisionalized

 )


1.
 
subdivide (a company or other organization) into a number of separate divisions




•
 
a large divisionalized Western corporation.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — undergo divisionalization.








II.
 
derivatives





divisionalization

 
/diˌviZHənələˈzāSHən /






noun





















divisionism

 
/dəˈviZHəˌnizəm/






noun




another term for pointillism
 .













division sign

 
/dəˈviZHən sīn/






noun




the sign ÷, placed between two numbers showing that the first is to be divided by the second, as in 
6 ÷ 3 = 2

 .













divisive

 
/dəˈvīsiv/





I.
 
adjective




tending to cause disagreement or hostility between people




•
 
the highly divisive issue of abortion.














II.
 
derivatives





divisively






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting something that divides or separates): from late Latin 
divisivus

 , from Latin 
dividere

 (see divide
 ).





divisiveness

 
/dəˈvīsɪvnəs/






noun




a tendency to cause disagreement or hostility between people




•
 
transparency will enhance development rather than social divisiveness.



















divisor

 
/dəˈvīzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number by which another number is to be divided.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number that divides into another without a remainder




•
 
the greatest common divisor.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
diviseur

 or Latin 
divisor

 , from 
dividere

 (see divide
 ).





divorce

 
/dəˈvôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the legal dissolution of a marriage by a court or other competent body




•
 
her 
divorce from

 her first husband




•
 
one in three marriages ends in divorce




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
divorce proceedings.










2.
 
a legal decree dissolving a marriage.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a separation between things that were or ought to be connected




•
 
the bitter divorce between the company and its largest shareholder.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
legally dissolve one's marriage with (someone)




•
 
he divorced his first wife after 10 months




•
 (as 
adj.

 
divorced

 )
 
a divorced couple




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they divorced eight years later.










2.
 
separate or dissociate (something) from something else




•
 
we knew how to 
divorce

 an issue 
from

 an individual.










3.
 
(
divorce oneself from

 )
 — distance or dissociate oneself from (something)




•
 
he wanted to divorce himself from all contact with the syndicate.














III.
 
derivatives





divorcement

 
/dəˈvôrsmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun from Old French 
divorce

 , from Latin 
divortium

 , based on 
divertere

 (see divert
 ); the verb from Old French 
divorcer

 , from late Latin 
divortiare

 , from 
divortium

 .





divorcee

 
/dəˌvôrˈsā dəˌvôrˈsē /

 
divorcé
 , divorcée /-ˈsā/






I.
 
noun




a divorced person.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
divorcé(e)

 ‘divorced man (or woman).’





divot

 
/ˈdivət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of turf cut out of the ground by a golf club in making a stroke.




2.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 a piece of turf, as formerly used for roofing cottages.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





divulge

 
/dəˈvəlj dīˈvəlj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make known (private or sensitive information)




•
 
I am too much of a gentleman to divulge her age.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
divulgation

 
/dīˌvəlˈɡāSHən dəˌvəlˈɡāSHən ˌdivəlˈɡāSHən /






noun













2.
 
divulgence

 
/-jəns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘announce publicly’): from Latin 
divulgare

 , from 
di-

 ‘widely’ + 
vulgare

 ‘publish’ (from 
vulgus

 ‘common people’).





divvy

 
/ˈdivē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide up and share




•
 
they 
divvied up

 the proceeds.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
divi

 ) (
pl.

 divies)
 — 

(Brit.)

 a dividend or share, especially of profits earned by a cooperative.




2.
 
a distribution.




3.
 
a portion or share.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of dividend
 .






Diwali

 
/dēˈwälē /

 
Divali





I.
 
noun




a Hindu festival of lights, held in the period October to November. It is particularly associated with Lakshmi, the goddess of prosperity, and marks the beginning of the fiscal year in India.











– origin

 from Hindi 
dīvālī

 , from Sanskrit 
dīpāvali

 ‘row of lights,’ from 
dīpā

 ‘lamp’ + 
vali

 ‘row.’






diwan

 
/diˈwän /

 
dewan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Islamic societies) a central finance department, chief administrative office, or regional governing body.




2.
 
a chief treasury official, finance minister, or prime minister in some Indian states.











– origin

 Urdu, from Persian 
dīwān

 ‘fiscal register’; compare with divan
 .





Dix, Dorothea Lynde

 
/diks/






(1802–87), US social reformer. She was a pioneer in US prison reform, a creator of insane asylums, and superintendent of women army nurses during the Civil War.









Dixie

 
/ˈdiksē/





I.
 
an informal name for the southern US states. It was used in the song 
“Dixie”

 (1859), a marching song popular with Confederate soldiers in the Civil War.




II.
 
short for Dixieland
 .




III.
 
phrases





whistle Dixie








(US)

 engage in unrealistic fantasies; waste one's time




•
 
until you nail down the facts, you're just whistling Dixie.























Dixiecrat

 
/ˈdiksēˌkrat/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 any of the Southern Democrats who seceded from the party in 1948 in opposition to its policy of extending civil rights.













Dixie Cup

 
//






noun






‹trademark›

 a brand of disposable paper cup.














Dixieland

 
/ˈdiksēˌland/






noun




a kind of jazz with a strong two-beat rhythm and collective improvisation that originated in New Orleans in the early 20th century.













DIY

 
/ˌdē ī ˈwī/






abbreviation




do-it-yourself.













Diyarbakir

 
/dəˈyärˌbəkər/






a city in southeastern Turkey; pop. 592,600 (est. 2007).









dizygotic

 
/ˌdīzīˈɡädik /

 
dizygous






adjective




(of twins) derived from two separate ova, and so not identical.













dizziness

 
/ˈdizēnəs/






noun




a sensation of spinning around and losing one's balance




•
 
the medicine can cause dizziness or nausea.



















dizzy

 
/ˈdizē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or involving a sensation of spinning around and losing one's balance




•
 
Jonathan had begun to suffer dizzy spells




•
 


‹figurative›

 he looked around, dizzy with happiness.










2.
 
causing a dizzy sensation




•
 
a sheer, dizzy drop




•
 


‹figurative›

 a dizzy range of hues.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman) silly but attractive




•
 
he only married me because he wanted a dizzy blonde.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
dizzying

 )


1.
 
make (someone) feel unsteady, confused, or amazed




•
 
the dizzying rate of change




•
 
her nearness dizzied him.














III.
 
derivatives





dizzily

 
/ˈdizilē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
dysig

 ‘foolish’; related to Low German 
dusig

 , 
dösig

 ‘giddy’ and Old High German 
tusic

 ‘foolish, weak.’





DJ

 
/ˈdē ˈˌjā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who introduces and plays recorded popular music on the radio




•
 
he was the only DJ to play our last release on the radio.










2.
 
a person who plays recorded dance music at a club or party




•
 
a DJ will spin tunes.










3.
 
a person who uses samples of recorded music to make dance or rap music




•
 
a band with a DJ scratching away furiously in the background.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play recorded music on the radio or at a club or party




•
 
he DJ'ed for 5 hours nonstop.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of disc jockey
 .





djellaba

 
/jəˈläbə /

 
djellabah
 , jellaba





I.
 
noun




a loose hooded cloak, typically woolen, of a kind traditionally worn by Arabs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Moroccan Arabic 
jellāba

 , 
jellābiyya

 .





djembe

 
/ˈjembə, -bā, /





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a kind of goblet-shaped hand drum originating in West Africa.











– origin

 French 
djembé

 , from Mande 
jembe

 .





DJIA






abbreviation




Dow Jones Industrial Average.














Djibouti

 
/jəˈbo͞odē /

 
Jibuti






I.

1.
 
a country on the northeastern coast of Africa; pop. 724,600 (est. 2009); capital, Djibouti; languages, Arabic and French (official), Somali and other Cushitic languages.




2.
 
the capital of Djibouti, a port at the western end of the Gulf of Aden; pop. 583,000 (est. 2007).





The territory became a French protectorate under the name of French Somaliland in 1897. It was renamed the French Territory of the Afars and Issas in 1946 because the Afars and the Issas are the country's two main ethnic groups. In 1977, the country achieved independence as the Republic of Djibouti.




II.
 
derivatives





Djiboutian

 
/-tēən /






adjective, noun





















dkl






abbreviation






(US)

 dekaliter(s).













dkm






abbreviation






(US)

 dekameter(s).













dl






abbreviation




deciliter(s).













DL






abbreviation



1.
 


[Football]

 defensive lineman.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 disabled list.













D layer





I.
 
noun




the lowest layer of the ionosphere, able to reflect low-frequency radio waves.











– origin

 1930s: from an arbitrary use of the letter 
D

 .





DLitt

 
/dēːˈlit /

 
DLit





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Letters.




2.
 
Doctor of Literature.











– origin

 from Latin 
Doctor Litterarum

 .






DLL






abbreviation






[Computing]

 dynamic link library, a collection of subroutines stored on disk, which can be loaded into memory and executed when accessed by a running program.













dm






abbreviation




decimeter(s).













DM

 
/ˌdē ˈem /

 
D-mark






abbreviation




Deutschmark.













DMA






abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Musical Arts.




2.
 
direct memory access, a method allowing a peripheral device to transfer data to or from the memory of a computer system using operations not under the control of the central processor.













DMAE






abbreviation




dimethylaminoethanol, a naturally occurring metabolite with cholinergic properties that is used therapeutically in attention and motion disorders, and topically as an antiwrinkle treatment.













D-mark

 
/ˈdēmärk/






noun




short for Deutschmark
 .













DMCA






abbreviation




Digital Millennium Copyright Act.













DMD






abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Dental Medicine.

[from Latin 
Dentariae Medicinae Doctor

 or 
Doctor Medicinae Dentalis

 .]




2.
 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy.













DMSO






abbreviation






[Chemistry]

 dimethyl sulfoxide.













DMus






abbreviation




Doctor of Music.













DMV






abbreviation




Department of Motor Vehicles.













DMZ






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 demilitarized zone, an area from which warring parties agree to remove their military forces.














DNA

 
/ˌdē ˌen ˈā/






noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 deoxyribonucleic acid, a self-replicating material present in nearly all living organisms as the main constituent of chromosomes. It is the carrier of genetic information.

Each molecule of DNA consists of two strands coiled around each other to form a double helix, a structure like a spiral ladder. Each rung of the ladder consists of a pair of chemical groups called bases (of which there are four types), which combine in specific pairs so that the sequence on one strand of the double helix is complementary to that on the other. It is the specific sequence of bases that constitutes the genetic information.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the fundamental and distinctive characteristics or qualities of someone or something, especially when regarded as unchangeable




•
 
diversity is part of the company's DNA




•
 
men just don't get shopping—it's not in our DNA.




















DNA fingerprinting

 
/ˌdē ˌen ˈā ˈfiNGɡərˌprin(t)iNG /

 
DNA profiling






noun




the analysis of DNA from samples of body tissues or fluids in order to identify individuals.














DNase

 
/ˌdēˈenˌās, -ˌāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the hydrolysis of DNA into oligonucleotides and smaller molecules.

Also called deoxyribonuclease
 .











– origin

 1940s: from DNA
 + -ase
 .





DNA virus






noun




a virus in which the genetic information is stored in the form of DNA (as opposed to RNA).














Dnieper

 
/ˈnēpər dəˈnyepər/






a river in eastern Europe that rises in Russia west of Moscow and flows south for about 1,370 miles (2,200 km) through Ukraine to the Black Sea.

Ukrainian name Dnipro
 .









Dniester

 
/ˈnēstər dəˈnyestər/






a river in eastern Europe that rises in the Carpathian Mountains in western Ukraine and flows 876 miles (1,410 km) to the Black Sea near Odessa. Russian name 
Dnestr

 , Ukrainian name 
Dnister

 .










Dnipro

 
/ˈ(d)nēprō/






Ukrainian name for Dnieper
 .










Dniprodzerzhinsk

 
/dəˌnyēprōdzirˈZHēnsk/






an industrial city and river port in Ukraine, on the Dnieper River; pop. 245,100 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1936) Kamenskoye
 .










Dnipropetrovsk

 
/dəˌnēprōpəˈtrôfsk/






an industrial city and river port in Ukraine, on the Dnieper River; pop. 1,017,500 (est. 2009). It was known as Yekaterinoslav (Ekaterinoslav) until 1926.









DNR






abbreviation




do not resuscitate.













DNS






abbreviation



1.
 
domain name server, the system that automatically translates Internet addresses to the numeric machine addresses that computers use.




2.
 
domain name system, the hierarchical method by which Internet addresses are constructed.














do1


 
/do͞o/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (an action, the precise nature of which is often unspecified)




•
 
something must be done about the city's traffic




•
 
she knew what she was doing




•
 
what can I do for you?




•
 
Brian was making eyes at the girl, and had been 
doing so

 for most of the hearing.










2.
 
perform (a particular task)




•
 
Dad always did the cooking on Sundays.










3.
 
work on (something) to bring it to completion or to a required state




•
 
it takes them longer to do their hair than me




•
 
she's the secretary and does the publicity.










4.
 
make or have available and provide




•
 
he's doing bistro food




•
 
many hotels don't do single rooms at all




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he decided to do her a favor.










5.
 
solve; work out




•
 
Joe was doing sums aloud.










6.
 
cook (food) to completion or to a specified degree




•
 
if a knife inserted into the center comes out clean, then your pie is done.










7.
 
(often in questions) work at for a living




•
 
what does she do?










8.
 
produce or give a performance of (a particular play, opera, etc.)




•
 
the Royal Shakespeare Company is doing 
Macbeth

 next month.










9.
 
perform (a particular role, song, etc.) or imitate (a particular person) in order to entertain people




•
 
he not only does Schwarzenegger and Groucho, he becomes them.










10.
 


‹informal›

 take (a narcotic drug)




•
 
he doesn't smoke, drink, or do drugs.










11.
 
attend to (someone)




•
 
the barber said he'd do me next.










12.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with.




13.
 
(
do it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 have sexual intercourse.




14.
 
(
do it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 urinate; defecate.




15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — achieve or complete, in particular




16.
 
travel (a specified distance)




•
 
one car I looked at had done 112,000 miles.










17.
 
travel at (a specified speed)




•
 
I was speeding, doing seventy-five.










18.
 
make (a particular journey)




•
 
last time I did New York–Philadelphia round trip by train it was over 80 bucks.










19.
 
achieve (a specified sales figure)




•
 
our bestselling album did about a million worldwide.










20.
 


‹informal›

 visit as a tourist, especially in a superficial or hurried way




•
 
the tourists are allotted only a day to “do” Verona.










21.
 
spend (a specified period of time), typically in prison or in a particular occupation




•
 
he did five years for manslaughter.










22.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 finish




•
 
you must sit there and wait till I'm done




•
 [with 
present participle

 ]
 
we're done arguing.










23.
 
(
be done

 )
 — be over




•
 
the special formula continues to beautify your tan when the day is done.










24.
 
(
be/have done with

 )
 — give up concern for: have finished with




•
 
I would sell the place and 
have done with it






•
 
Steve was not done with her.










25.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act or behave in a specified way




•
 
they are free to do as they please




•
 
you did well to bring her back.










26.
 
make progress or perform in a specified way; get on




•
 
when a team is doing badly, it's not easy for a new player to settle in




•
 
Mrs. Walters, how're you doing?










27.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — have a specified effect on




•
 
the walk will do me good.










28.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — result in




•
 
the years of stagnation did a lot of harm to the younger generation.










29.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be suitable or acceptable




•
 
if he's anything like you, he'll do




•
 
the old version will do for now




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a couple of bucks'll do me.










30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 beat up; kill




•
 
he was the guy who did Maranzano.










31.
 
(usu. 
be done

 )
 — ruin




•
 
once you falter, you're done.










32.
 
rob (a place)




•
 
this would be an easy place to do, and there was plenty of money lying around.










33.
 


(Brit.)

 swindle




•
 
in business you had to do your competitors before they did you.










34.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be/get done for

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 prosecute; convict




•
 
we got done for conspiracy to commit murder.














II.
 
auxiliary verb



1.
 
used before a verb (except 
be

 , 
can

 , 
may

 , 
ought

 , 
shall

 , 
will

 ) in questions and negative statements




•
 
do you have any pets?




•
 
did he see me?




•
 
I don't smoke




•
 
it does not matter.










2.
 
used to make tag questions




•
 
you write poetry, don't you?




•
 
I never seem to say the right thing, do I?










3.
 
used in negative commands




•
 
don't be silly




•
 
do not forget.










4.
 
used to refer to a verb already mentioned




•
 
he looks better than he did before




•
 
you wanted to enjoy yourself, and you did




•
 
as the cops get smarter, so do the crooks.










5.
 
used to give emphasis to a positive verb




•
 
I do want to act on this




•
 
he did look tired.










6.
 
used in positive commands to give polite encouragement




•
 
do tell me!




•
 
do sit down.










7.
 
used with inversion of a subject and verb when an adverbial phrase begins a clause for emphasis




•
 
only rarely did they succumb




•
 
not only did the play close, the theater closed.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
'do

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for hairdo
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a party or other social event




•
 
the soccer club Christmas do.










3.
 
(also 
doo

 ) [usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 excrement




•
 
the air was rancid with the smell of donkey doo.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a swindle or hoax.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be to do with






be concerned or connected with




•
 
the problems are usually to do with family tension.















2.
 
do a ——








‹informal›

 behave in a manner characteristic of (a specified person)




•
 
he did a Garbo after his flop in the play.















3.
 
do battle






enter into a conflict.









4.
 
do someone's head (or nut) in








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 make someone extremely angry, worried, or agitated.









5.
 
do the honors






see honor
 .









6.
 
do someone/something justice






see justice
 .









7.
 
don't —— me








‹informal›

 do not use the word —— to me




•
 
“Don't morning me. Where the hell've you been all night?”















8.
 
do or die





a.
 
persist, even if death is the result.




b.
 
used to describe a critical situation where one's actions may result in victory or defeat




•
 
the 72nd hole was do or die.















9.
 
dos and don'ts






rules of behavior




•
 
I have no knowledge of the political dos and don'ts.















10.
 
do well for oneself






become successful or wealthy.









11.
 
have (got) —— to do with






be connected with (someone or something) to the extent specified




•
 
half the country believed rock 'n' roll had something to do with national decline




•
 
John's got a lot to do with that bribery scandal.















12.
 
have nothing to do with





a.
 
have no contact or dealings with




•
 
Billy and his father have had nothing to do with each other for nearly twenty years.










b.
 
be no business or concern of




•
 
it's my decision—it has nothing to do with you.










c.
 
be unconnected with




•
 
he says his departure has nothing to do with the calls for his resignation.















13.
 
it isn't done








(Brit.)

 used to express the speaker's opinion that something contravenes custom, opinion, or propriety




•
 
in such a society it is not done to admit to taking religion seriously.















14.
 
it won't do






used to express the speaker's opinion that someone's behavior is unsatisfactory and cannot be allowed to continue




•
 
Don't talk like that—I've told you before, it won't do.















15.
 
no you don't








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one intends to prevent someone from doing what they were about to do




•
 
Sharon went to get in the taxi. “Oh no you don't,” said Steve.















16.
 
that does it!








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one will not tolerate something any longer




•
 
That does it! Let's go!















17.
 
that's done it!








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express dismay or anger when something has gone wrong.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
do away with





a.
 


‹informal›

 put an end to; remove




•
 
the desire to do away with racism.










b.
 
kill




•
 
he didn't have the courage to do away with her.















2.
 
do by








‹dated›

 treat or deal with in a specified way




•
 
do as you would be done by




•
 
she did well by them.















3.
 
do someone/something down





a.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 get the better of someone, typically in an underhanded way.




b.
 
criticize someone or something




•
 
they're always moaning and doing British industry down.















4.
 
do for





a.
 


‹informal›

 defeat, ruin, or kill




•
 
without that contract we're done for.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 do the cleaning for (a person or private household)




•
 
Florrie usually did for the Shermans in the mornings.















5.
 
do something (or nothing) for








‹informal›

 enhance (or detract from) the appearance or quality of




•
 
that scarf does nothing for you.















6.
 
do someone in





a.
 


‹informal›

 kill someone.




b.
 
(usu. 
be done in

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 tire someone out




•
 
after hiking in the hills all day, I was utterly done in.















7.
 
do someone out of








‹informal›

 deprive someone of (something) in an underhanded or unfair way.









8.
 
do something out








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 decorate or furnish a room or building in a particular style, color, or material




•
 
the basement 
is done out in

 limed oak.















9.
 
do someone over








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 beat someone up.









10.
 
do something over





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 repeat something




•
 
to absorb the lesson, I had to do it over and over.










b.
 


‹informal›

 decorate or furnish a room or building.









11.
 
do someone up






(usu. 
be done up

 )
 — dress someone up, especially in an elaborate or impressive way




•
 
Agnes was all done up in a slinky black number.















12.
 
do something up





a.
 
(usu. 
be done up

 )
 — arrange one's hair in a particular way, especially so as to be pulled back from one's face or shoulders




•
 
her dark hair was done up in a pony tail.










b.
 
wrap something up




•
 
unwieldy packages all done up with twine.















13.
 
do with





a.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — would find useful or would like to have or do




•
 
I could do with a cup of coffee.










b.
 
(
can't/won't be doing with

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 be unwilling to tolerate or be bothered with




•
 
she couldn't be doing with meals for one.















14.
 
do without





a.
 
(usu. 
can do without

 )
 — manage without




•
 
she could do without cigarettes for a day.










b.
 


‹informal›

 would prefer not to have




•
 
I can do without your complaints first thing in the morning.





















– origin

 Old English 
dōn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
doen

 and German 
tun

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
tithēmi

 ‘I place’ and Latin 
facere

 ‘make, do.’





do2


 
/dō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in solmization) the first and eighth note of a major scale.




2.
 


[Music]

 the note C in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian 
do

 , an arbitrarily chosen syllable replacing 
ut

 , taken from a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).





do.

 
/ˈdidō/






abbreviation






‹dated›

 ditto.













DOA






abbreviation




dead on arrival, used to describe a person who is declared dead immediately upon arrival at a hospital.













doable

 
/ˈdo͞oəb(ə)l/






adjective






‹informal›

 within one's powers; feasible




•
 
none of the jobs were fun, but they were doable.



















d.o.b.

 
dob






abbreviation




date of birth.














dobbin

 
/ˈdäbən/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a pet name for a draft horse or a farm horse.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Robert

 .





dobby

 
/ˈdäbē/





I.
 
noun




a mechanism attached to a loom for weaving small patterns similar to but simpler than those produced by a Jacquard loom.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps an application of the given name 
Dobbie

 , from 
Dob

 (alteration of the given name 
Rob

 ). The usage is probably an extension of the earlier sense ‘benevolent elf’ (who performed household tasks secretly).





dobby weave






noun




a style of patterned weave consisting of small geometric devices repeated frequently.













dobe

 
/ˈdōbē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 adobe.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





Doberman

 
/ˈdōbərmən /

 
Doberman pinscher





I.
 
noun




a large dog of a German breed with powerful jaws and a smooth coat, typically black with tan markings.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of Ludwig 
Dobermann

 , 19th-cent. German dog breeder (+ German 
Pinscher

 ‘terrier’).





Dobos Torte

 
/ˈdôbəs ˈtôrtə, ˌtôrt/





I.
 
noun




a rich cake made of alternate layers of sponge and chocolate or mocha cream, with a crisp caramel topping.











– origin

 from German 
Dobostorte

 , named after József C. 
Dobos

 (1847–1924), Hungarian pastry cook.





dobra

 
/ˈdōbrə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of São Tomé and Principe, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
dóbra

 ‘doubloon.’






Dobrich

 
/ˈdôbrēCH/






a city in northeastern Bulgaria, the center of an agricultural region; pop. 93,163 (2008). It was called Tolbukhin 1949–91 after Soviet marshal 
Fyodor Ivanovich Tolbukhin

 .









dobro

 
/ˈdōbrō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of acoustic guitar with steel resonating disks inside the body under the bridge.











– origin

 1950s: from 
Do(pěra) Bro(thers)

 , the Czech-American inventors of the instrument.





Dobruja

 
/ˈdäbro͞oˌjä/






a district in eastern Romania and northeastern Bulgaria on the Black Sea coast, bounded on the north and west by the Danube River.









dobsonfly

 
/ˈdäbsənˌflī/





I.
 
noun




a large gray North American winged insect related to the alderflies. Its predatory aquatic larva (the hellgrammite) is often used as fishing bait.

[Family 
Corydalidae

 , order 
Neuroptera

 : several genera and species, in particular 
Corydalus cornutus

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dobsonian

 
/däbˈsōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a low-cost Newtonian reflecting telescope with large aperture and short focal length, or the simple altazimuth mount used for it.











– origin

 1980s: from the name of John 
Dobson

 , American amateur astronomer, + -ian
 .





Dobson unit

 
/ˈdäbsən ˌyo͞onit /

 
DU





I.
 
noun




a unit of measurement for the total amount of ozone in the atmosphere above a point on the earth's surface, one Dobson unit being equivalent to a layer of pure ozone 0.01 mm thick at standard temperature and pressure.











– origin

 1980s: from the name of G. M. B. 
Dobson

 (1889–1976), British meteorologist.






doc

 
/däk /

 

‹informal›







abbreviation



1.
 
doctor.




2.
 


[Computing]

 document.













docent

 
/ˈdōsənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who acts as a guide, typically on a voluntary basis, in a museum, art gallery, or zoo.




2.
 
(in certain universities and colleges) a member of the teaching staff immediately below professorial rank.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via German from Latin 
docent-

 ‘teaching,’ from 
docere

 ‘teach.’





Docetism

 
/dōˈsēˌtizəm, ˈdōsi-/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine, important in Gnosticism, that Christ's body was not human but either a phantasm or of real but celestial substance, and that therefore his sufferings were only apparent.








II.
 
derivatives





Docetist






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Docetae

 (the name, based on Greek 
dokein

 ‘seem,’ given to a group of 2nd-cent. Christian heretics) + -ism
 .






docile

 
/ˈdäsəl/





I.
 
adjective




ready to accept control or instruction; submissive




•
 
a cheap and docile workforce.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
docilely

 
/ˈdäsəllē /






adverb













2.
 
docility

 
/däˈsilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘apt or willing to learn’): from Latin 
docilis

 , from 
docere

 ‘teach.’






dock1


 
/däk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a structure extending alongshore or out from the shore into a body of water, to which boats may be moored




•
 
the gangplank was lowered to the dock.










2.
 
an enclosed area of water in a port for the loading, unloading, and repair of ships.




3.
 
(
docks

 )
 — a group of enclosed areas of water along with the wharves and buildings near them.




4.
 
short for dry dock
 .




5.
 
(also 
loading dock

 )
 — a platform for loading or unloading trucks or freight trains.




6.
 
a device in which a laptop computer, smartphone, or other mobile device may be placed for charging, providing access to a power supply and to peripheral devices or auxiliary features; a docking station.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ship) tie up at a dock, especially in order to load or unload passengers or cargo




•
 
the ship docked at San Francisco.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (a ship or boat) into a dock




•
 
the riverbank where the fur traders docked their boats.










3.
 
(of a spacecraft) join with a space station or another spacecraft in space.




4.
 
attach (a piece of equipment) to another




•
 
the user wants to dock a portable into a desktop computer.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch, Middle Low German 
docke

 , of unknown origin.






dock2


 
/däk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be docked

 )


1.
 
deduct (something, especially an amount of money)




•
 
their wages are docked for public displays of affection




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he will be docked an hour's pay.










2.
 
cut short (an animal's tail)




•
 
fifteen of the dogs had had their tails docked.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the solid bony or fleshy part of an animal's tail, excluding the hair.




2.
 
the stump left after a tail has been docked.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to Frisian 
dok

 ‘bunch, ball (of string, etc.)’ and German 
Docke

 ‘doll.’ The original noun sense was ‘the solid part of an animal's tail,’ whence the verb sense ‘cut short (an animal's tail),’ later generalized to ‘reduce, deduct.’






dock3


 
/däk/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the dock

 )


1.
 
the enclosure in a criminal court where a defendant is placed




•
 
the nine others 
in the dock

 face a combination of charges.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably originally slang and related to Flemish 
dok

 ‘chicken coop, rabbit hutch,’ of unknown origin.





dock4


 
/däk/





I.
 
noun




a coarse weed of temperate regions, with inconspicuous greenish or reddish flowers. The leaves are popularly used to relieve nettle stings.

[Genus 
Rumex

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
docce

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch dialect 
dokke

 .





dockage

 
/ˈdäkij/






noun



1.
 
accommodation or berthing of ships at docks.




2.
 
the charge made for using docks.













docker

 
/ˈdäkər/






noun




another term for longshoreman
 .













docket

 
/ˈdäkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a calendar or list of cases for trial or people having cases pending.




2.
 
an agenda or list of things to be done.




3.
 
a document or label listing the contents of a package or delivery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 enter (a case or suit) onto a list of those due to be heard




•
 
the case will go to the Supreme Court, and may be docketed for the fall term.










2.
 
mark (goods or a package) with a document or label listing the contents.




3.
 
annotate (a letter or document) with a brief summary of its contents.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps from dock
 2
 . The word originally denoted a short summary or abstract; hence, in the early 18th cent., ‘a document giving particulars of a consignment.’





dockhand

 
/ˈdäkhand/






noun




a longshoreman.













docking station

 
/ˈdäkiNG stāSHən/






noun




a device in which a laptop computer, smartphone, or other mobile device may be placed for charging, providing access to a power supply and to peripheral devices or auxiliary features.













dockland

 
/ˈdäkˌland/






noun

 — (also 
docklands

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the area containing a city's docks




•
 
plans to redevelop London's docklands.



















dockominium

 
/ˌdäkəˈminēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a waterfront condominium with a private mooring.




2.
 


(US)

 a privately owned dock at a marina.











– origin

 1980s: from dock
 1
 , on the pattern of 
condominium

 .





dockside

 
/ˈdäkˌsīd/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the area immediately adjacent to a dock.













dockworker

 
/ˈdäkˌwərkər/






noun




a person employed in a port to load and unload ships; a longshoreman.













dockyard

 
/ˈdäkˌyärd/






noun




an area or establishment with docks and equipment for repairing and maintaining ships.













Doc Martens

 
/ˌdäk ˈmärtnz /

 
Dr. Martens





I.
 
plural noun






‹trademark›

 a type of heavy lace-up boot or shoe with an air-cushioned sole.











– origin

 1970s: named after Klaus 
Maertens

 , German inventor of the sole.





doctor

 
/ˈdäktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a qualified practitioner of medicine; a physician.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a qualified dentist or veterinary surgeon.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who gives advice or makes improvements




•
 
the script doctor rewrote the original.










4.
 
(
Doctor

 )
 — a person who holds a doctorate




•
 
he was made a Doctor of Divinity.










5.
 
short for Doctor of the Church
 .




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a teacher or learned person




•
 
the wisest doctor is graveled by the inquisitiveness of a child.










7.
 
an artificial fishing fly.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the content or appearance of (a document or picture) in order to deceive; falsify




•
 
the reports could have been doctored.










2.
 
alter the content of (a drink, food, or substance) by adding strong or harmful ingredients




•
 
he denied doctoring Stephen's drinks.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 tamper with (a ball) so as to affect its movement when pitched.




4.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
doctoring

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 treat (someone) medically




•
 
he contemplated giving up doctoring.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 remove the sexual organs of (an animal) so that it cannot reproduce.




6.
 
repair (a machine).








III.
 
phrases





be (just) what the doctor ordered








‹informal›

 be very beneficial or desirable under the circumstances




•
 
a 2-0 victory is just what the doctor ordered.


















IV.
 
derivatives





doctorly






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘learned person’ and ‘Doctor of the Church’): via Old French from Latin 
doctor

 ‘teacher’ (from 
docere

 ‘teach’).





doctoral

 
/ˈdäkt(ə)rəl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or designed to achieve a doctorate




•
 
a doctoral dissertation.



















doctorate

 
/ˈdäkt(ə)rət/





I.
 
noun




the highest degree awarded by a graduate school or other approved educational organization




•
 
a 
doctorate in

 Classics.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
doctoratus

 ‘made a doctor.’





doctor fish






noun




a small fish of a kind used in fish pedicures to remove dead or calloused skin.

[
Garra rufa

 or 
Cyprinion macrostomus

 .]













Doctor of Philosophy

 
/ˈdäktər əv fəˈläsəfē /

 
Ph.D.






noun



1.
 
a doctorate in any discipline except medicine, or sometimes theology.




2.
 
a person holding a Doctor of Philosophy degree.














Doctor of the Church






noun




one of the early Christian theologians regarded as especially authoritative in the Western Church (particularly St. Augustine of Hippo, St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, and St. Gregory the Great) or later so designated by the pope (e.g., St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Teresa of Ávila).

Compare with documentarian
 (
sense

 1).













Doctorow, E. L.

 
/ˈdäktəˌrō/






(1931–), US writer; full name 
Edgar Lawrence Doctorow

 . His novels include 
Ragtime

 (1975), 
Billy Bathgate

 (1989), 
The Waterworks

 (1994), and 
City of God

 (2000).









doctrinaire

 
/ˌdäktrəˈner/





I.
 
adjective




seeking to impose a doctrine in all circumstances without regard to practical considerations




•
 
a doctrinaire conservative.














II.
 
noun




a person who seeks to impose a doctrine without regard to practical considerations.








III.
 
derivatives





doctrinairism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
doctrine

 (see doctrine
 ).





doctrinal

 
/ˈdäktrənl däkˈtrīn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




concerned with a doctrine or doctrines




•
 
doctrinal disputes.














II.
 
derivatives





doctrinally

 
/ˈdäktrənlē däkˈtrīnəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
doctrinalis

 , from 
doctrina

 ‘teaching, learning’ (see doctrine
 ).






doctrine

 
/ˈdäktrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a belief or set of beliefs held and taught by a church, political party, or other group




•
 
the doctrine of predestination.










2.
 


(US)

 a stated principle of government policy, mainly in foreign or military affairs




•
 
the Monroe Doctrine.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
doctrina

 ‘teaching, learning,’ from 
doctor

 ‘teacher,’ from 
docere

 ‘teach.’





docu

 
/ˈdäkyo͞o/






noun






‹informal›

 short for documentary
 
(

 noun):




•
 
a well-researched and in-depth docu




•
 
docus are our last truly independent movie art form.




















docu-

 
/ˈdäkyo͞o/





I.
 
combining form




denoting a dramatized film, television program, play, etc., that is based on real events




•
 
a docu-film which tells the story of how Doctor Who was created




•
 
a docu-musical about the life of Buddy Holly.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of documentary
 .





docudrama

 
/ˈdäkyəˌdrämə/





I.
 
noun




a dramatized television movie based on real events.











– origin

 1960s: from docu-
 + drama
 .






document





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdäkyəmənt /



1.
 
a piece of written, printed, or electronic matter that provides information or evidence or that serves as an official record.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈdäkyəˌment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (something) in written, photographic, or other form




•
 
the photographer spent years documenting the lives of miners.










2.
 
support or accompany with documentation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
documentable

 
/ˌdäkyəˈmentəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
documental

 
/ˌdäkyəˈmentl /






adjective













3.
 
documenter

 
/-ˌmentər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
documentum

 ‘lesson, proof’ (in medieval Latin ‘written instruction, official paper’), from 
docere

 ‘teach.’





documentarian

 
/ˌdäkyəmenˈterēən/






noun



1.
 
a photographer specializing in producing a factual record.




2.
 
a director or producer of documentaries.




3.
 
an expert analyst of historical documents.













documentarist

 
/ˌdäkyəˈmen(t)ərəst/






noun




another term for documentarian
 (
sense

 1).














documentary

 
/ˌdäkyəˈment(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of official pieces of written, printed, or other matter




•
 
his book is based on documentary sources.










2.
 
(of a movie, a television or radio program, or photography) using pictures or interviews with people involved in real events to provide a factual record or report




•
 
he has directed documentary shorts and feature films.














II.
 
noun




a movie or a television or radio program that provides a factual record or report.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from document
 + -ary
 1
 .





documentation

 
/ˌdäkyəmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
material that provides official information or evidence or that serves as a record




•
 
you will have to complete the relevant documentation.










2.
 
the written specification and instructions accompanying a computer program or hardware.




3.
 
the process of classifying and annotating texts, photographs, etc.




•
 
she arranged the collection and documentation of photographs.



















document case

 
/ˈdäkyəˌment kās/






noun




a lightweight, typically flexible case for carrying papers.













document type definition

 
DTD






noun






[Computing]

 a template that sets out the format and tag structure of an XML- or SGML-compliant document.













docuseries

 
/ˈdäkyo͞oˌsirēz/





I.
 
noun




a television series that follows a particular person or group of people and their involvement in real events and situations over a period of time




•
 
a docuseries about the New York City Ballet




•
 
a four-part docuseries chronicling his participation in France's legendary 24-hour race, Le Mans.

















– origin

 1980s: from docu-
 + series
 .





docusoap

 
/ˈdäkyəˌsōp/





I.
 
noun




a documentary following people in a particular occupation or location over a period of time.











– origin

 1990s: from docu-
 + soap
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).





docutainment

 
/ˌdäkyəˈtānmənt/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 entertainment provided by movies or other presentations that include documentary materials, intended both to inform and to entertain.











– origin

 1970s: blend of documentary
 and entertainment
 .





DOD






abbreviation




Department of Defense.














dodder1


 
/ˈdädər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tremble or totter, typically because of old age




•
 
spent and nerve-weary, I doddered into the foyer of a third-rate hotel




•
 (as 
adj.

 
doddering

 )
 
that doddering old fool.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dodderer

 
/ˈdäd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
doddery

 
/ˈdäd(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of obsolete dialect 
dadder

 ; related to dither
 .





dodder2


 
/ˈdädər/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed parasitic climbing plant of the morning glory family, with leafless threadlike stems that are attached to the host plant by means of suckers.

[Genus 
Cuscuta

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: related to Middle Low German 
doder

 , 
dodder

 , Middle High German 
toter

 .





doddle

 
/ˈdädl/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a very easy task




•
 
this printer is a doddle to set up and use.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps from dialect 
doddle

 ‘toddle,’ of unknown origin.





dodeca-





I.
 
combining form




(used chiefly in scientific and musical terms) twelve; having twelve




•
 
dodecahedron




•
 
dodecaphonic.

















– origin

 from Greek.





dodecagon

 
/dōˈdekəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with twelve sides.








II.
 
derivatives





dodecagonal

 
/dōdiˈkaɡənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
dōdekagōnon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
dōdekagōnos

 ‘twelve-angled.’





dodecahedron

 
/ˌdōˌdekəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a three-dimensional shape having twelve plane faces, in particular a regular solid figure with twelve equal pentagonal faces.








II.
 
derivatives





dodecahedral

 
/-drəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
dōdekaedron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
dōdekaedros

 ‘twelve-faced.’





Dodecanese

 
/dōˈdekənēz/






a group of twelve islands in the southeastern Aegean Sea, of which the largest is Rhodes.









dodecaphonic

 
/dōˌdekəˈfänik/






adjective






[Music]

 another term for twelve-tone
 .













dodge

 
/däj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
avoid (someone or something) by a sudden quick movement




•
 
we ducked inside our doorway to dodge shrapnel that was raining down.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move quickly to one side or out of the way




•
 
Adam dodged between the cars.










3.
 
avoid (something) in a cunning or dishonest way




•
 
he went after people who had either dodged the war or invented a record in it.










4.
 
(often as 
noun

 
dodging

 )
 — 

[Photography]

 expose (one area of a print) less than the rest during processing or enlarging.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden quick movement to avoid someone or something.




2.
 
a cunning trick or dishonest act, in particular one intended to avoid something unpleasant




•
 
bartering can be seen as a tax dodge.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the senses ‘dither’ and ‘haggle’): of unknown origin.





dodgeball

 
/ˈdäjbôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a game in which players in a circle try to hit opponents inside the circle, thus eliminating them, with an inflated ball.













Dodge City

 
/ˌdäj ˈsitē/






a city in southwestern Kansas; pop. 25,689 (est. 2008). Established in 1872 as a shipping station on the Santa Fe Trail, it rapidly gained a reputation as a rowdy frontier town.









dodgem

 
/ˈdäjəm /

 
dodgem car





I.
 
noun




another term for bumper car
 .











– origin

 1920s: US proprietary name (as 
Dodg'em

 ), from the phrase 
dodge them

 .





dodger

 
/ˈdäjər/






noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who engages in cunning tricks or dishonest practices to avoid something unpleasant




•
 
tax dodgers.










2.
 


[Nautical]

 a canvas screen on a ship giving protection from spray.




3.
 
a small handbill or leaflet.




4.
 
see corn dodger
 .













Dodgson, Charles Lutwidge

 
/ˈdäjsən/






see Carroll, Lewis
 .









dodgy

 
/ˈdäjē/






adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 dishonest or unreliable




•
 
a dodgy secondhand car salesman.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 potentially dangerous




•
 
activities like these could be dodgy for your heart.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 of low quality.














dodo

 
/ˈdōdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extinct flightless bird with a stout body, stumpy wings, a large head, and a heavy hooked bill. It was found on Mauritius until the end of the 17th century.

[
Raphus cucullatus

 , family 
Raphidae

 . See also solitaire
 (
sense

 3).]




2.
 


‹informal›

 an old-fashioned and ineffective person or thing.








II.
 
phrases





(as) dead as a (or the) dodo





a.
 


‹informal›

 dead (used for emphasis).




b.
 
no longer effective, valid, or interesting




•
 
the campaign was as dead as a dodo.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
doudo

 ‘simpleton’ (because the bird had no fear of man and was easily killed). Compare with dotterel
 .





Dodoma

 
/ˈdōdəmə, -ˌmä/






the capital of Tanzania, in the center of the country; pop. 183,000 (2007).










doe

 
/dō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female deer.




2.
 
a female of certain other animal species, such as hare, rabbit, rat, ferret, or kangaroo.











– origin

 Old English 
dā

 , of unknown origin.





DOE






abbreviation




Department of Energy.













doe-eyed

 
/ˈdōˌīd/






adjective




having large, gentle, dark eyes




•
 
portraits of doe-eyed young girls.



















doer

 
/ˈdo͞oər/






noun



1.
 
the person who does something




•
 
the doer of the action.










2.
 
a person who acts rather than merely talking or thinking




•
 
I'm a doer, not a moaner.



















does

 
/dəz/






third person singular present of do
 1
 .









doeskin

 
/ˈdōskin/






noun



1.
 
leather made from the skin of a female fallow deer.




2.
 
a fine satin-weave woolen cloth resembling doeskin.













doesn't

 
/ˈdəz(ə)nt/






contraction




does not.













doest

 
/ˈdo͞oəst/






archaic second person singular present of do
 1
 .









doeth

 
/ˈdo͞oəTH/






archaic third person singular present of do
 1
 .










doff

 
/däf dôf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (an item of clothing)




•
 
he had doffed tie and jacket and rolled up his shirtsleeves.










2.
 
take off or raise (one's hat) as a greeting or token of respect




•
 
the manager doffed his hat to her.

















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of 
do off

 . Compare with don
 2
 .






dog

 
/dôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated carnivorous mammal that typically has a long snout, an acute sense of smell, and a barking, howling, or whining voice. It is widely kept as a pet or for work or field sports.

[
Canis familiaris

 , family 
Canidae

 (the 
dog family

 ); probably domesticated from the wolf in the Mesolithic period. The dog family also includes the wolves, coyotes, jackals, and foxes.]




2.
 
a wild animal of the dog family.




3.
 
the male of an animal of the dog family, or of some other mammals such as the otter


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dog fox.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as unpleasant, contemptible, or wicked (used as a term of abuse)




•
 
come out, Michael, you dog!










5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 used to refer to a person of a specified kind in a tone of playful reproof, commiseration, or congratulation




•
 
you lucky dog!










6.
 
used in various phrases to refer to someone who is abject or miserable, especially because they have been treated harshly




•
 
I make him 
work like a dog






•
 
Rob 
was treated like a dog

 .










7.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a woman regarded as unattractive.




8.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a thing of poor quality; a failure




•
 


a dog of a

 movie.










9.
 
short for firedog
 .




10.
 
a mechanical device for gripping.




11.
 
(
dogs

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 feet




•
 
if only I could sit down and rest my tired dogs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
follow (someone or their movements) closely and persistently




•
 
photographers seemed to dog her every step.










2.
 
(of a problem) cause continual trouble for




•
 
their finance committee has been dogged by controversy.










3.
 
(
dog it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 act lazily; fail to try one's hardest.




4.
 
grip (something) with a mechanical device


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
she has 
dogged

 the door 
shut

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dog eat dog






used to refer to a situation of fierce competition in which people are willing to harm each other in order to succeed




•
 
in this business, it's always dog eat dog




•
 
popular music is a dog-eat-dog industry.















2.
 
a dog's age








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a very long time




•
 
the best I've seen in a dog's age.















3.
 
a dog's life






an unhappy existence, full of problems or unfair treatment.









4.
 
the dogs of war








‹literary›

 the havoc accompanying military conflict.

[from Shakespeare's 
Julius Caesar

 (
III.

 1. 274).]









5.
 
every dog has its day








‹proverb›

 everyone will have good luck or success at some point in their lives.









6.
 
go to the dogs








‹informal›

 deteriorate shockingly




•
 
the country is going to the dogs.















7.
 
hair of the dog






see hair
 .









8.
 
let sleeping dogs lie






see sleep
 .









9.
 
not a dog's chance






no chance at all.









10.
 
put on the dog








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 behave in a pretentious or ostentatious way




•
 
we have to put on the dog for Anne Marie.















11.
 
rain cats and dogs






see rain
 .









12.
 
(as) sick as a dog






see sick
 1
 .









13.
 
throw someone to the dogs






discard someone as worthless




•
 
the weak and oppressed must not 
be thrown to the dogs

 .















14.
 
you can't teach an old dog new tricks








‹proverb›

 you cannot make people change their established patterns of opinion and behavior.












IV.
 
derivatives





doglike

 
/ˈdôɡˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
docga

 , of unknown origin.





dog and pony show






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an elaborate display or presentation, especially as part of a promotional campaign.













dogbane

 
/ˈdäɡbān/






noun




a shrubby North American plant, typically having bell-shaped flowers and reputed to be poisonous to dogs.

[Genus 
Apocynum

 , family Apocynaceae: several species, including the common 
spreading dogbane

 (
A. androsaemifolium

 ).]













dogberry

 
/ˈdäɡˌberē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the fruit of the dogwood.




2.
 
(also 
dogberry tree

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the dogwood.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a fruit of poor eating quality from any of a number of other shrubs or small trees, e.g., the American rowan.













dog biscuit

 
/ˈdôɡ ˈˌbiskit/






noun




a hard thick biscuit for feeding to dogs.













dogcart

 
/ˈdäɡkärt/






noun




a two-wheeled horse-drawn cart, with cross seats back to back, originally incorporating a box under the seat for sportsmen's dogs.














dogcatcher

 
/ˈdôːɡkaCHər/






noun



1.
 
an official or employee who rounds up and impounds stray dogs in a community.

Also called dog warden
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a low-level political official.













dog clutch






noun




a device for coupling two shafts in order to transmit motion, one part having teeth that engage with slots in another.













dog cockle






noun




a burrowing bivalve mollusk that has a highly convex, almost spherical, shell.

[Family 
Glycimeridae

 : many species, including the European 
Glycymeris glycymeris

 .]













dog collar

 
/ˈdôɡ ˈˌkälər/






noun



1.
 
a collar for a dog.




2.
 
informal term for clerical collar
 .














dog days

 
/ˈdôɡ ˈˌdāz/






plural noun



1.
 
the hottest period of the year (reckoned in antiquity from the heliacal rising of Sirius, the Dog Star).




2.
 
a period of inactivity or sluggishness




•
 
in August the baseball races are in the dog days.



















dogdom

 
/ˈdôɡdəm/






noun




the world of dogs and dog enthusiasts.




•
 
he knows 200 commands and 70 hand signals, a vocabulary record in dogdom.



















doge

 
/dōj/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the chief magistrate of Venice or Genoa.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Venetian Italian 
doze

 , based on Latin 
dux

 , 
duc-

 ‘leader.’





dog-ear

 
/ˈdôɡir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fold down the corner of (a book or magazine), typically to mark a place.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
dog-eared

 )


1.
 
(of an object made from paper) with the corners worn or battered with use.













dog-end

 
/ˈdôɡ ˌend/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a cigarette butt.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the last and least pleasing part of something




•
 
the dog-end of a hard day.



















dogface

 
/ˈdäɡfās/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a US soldier, especially an infantryman.













dog-fall

 
/ˈdôɡˌfôl/






noun




a fall in which wrestlers touch the ground together.













dogfight

 
/ˈdôɡˌfīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a close combat between military aircraft.




2.
 
a ferocious struggle for supremacy between interested parties




•
 
the meeting deteriorated into a dogfight.










3.
 
a fight between dogs, especially one organized illegally for public entertainment.








II.
 
verb




engage in a dogfight


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
resplendent model airplanes dogfighting in the updrafts.














III.
 
derivatives





dogfighter






noun





















dogfish

 
/ˈdôɡˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a small sand-colored bottom-dwelling shark with a long tail, common on European coasts.

[
Scyliorhinus canicula

 , family 
Scyliorhinidae

 .]




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a small shark that resembles or is related to the dogfish, sometimes caught for food.

[Several genera in the families 
Scyliorhinidae

 , 
Squalidae

 , and 
Triakidae

 .]













dog food





I.
 
noun




food eaten by or intended to be eaten by domesticated dogs.




•
 
a can of dog food.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
[chiefly Computing]

 (of a company's staff) use a product or service developed by that company so as to test it before it is made available to customers




•
 
it was a great opportunity to dogfood the phones




•
 (as 
noun

 
dogfooding

 )
 
If you're writing software intended for other developers then dogfooding makes perfect sense.














III.
 
phrases





eat one's own dog food








‹informal›

 
[chiefly Computing]

 (of a company's staff) use a product or service developed by that company so as to test it before it is made available to customers




•
 
we had to eat our own dog food—we had to make sure the tools worked.























dogged

 
/ˈdôɡəd/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing tenacity and grim persistence




•
 
success required dogged determination.














II.
 
derivatives





doggedness

 
/ˈdôɡədnəs /






noun





















doggedly

 
/ˈdôɡədlē/






adverb




in a manner that shows tenacity and grim persistence




•
 
she has doggedly pursued her own path




•
 
Grant is doggedly determined to uncover the truth.



















dogger1


 
/ˈdôɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a two-masted, bluff-bowed Dutch sailboat, used for fishing.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch.





dogger2


 
/ˈdôɡər/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a large spherical concretion occurring in sedimentary rock.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally a dialect word denoting a kind of ironstone): perhaps from dog
 .





doggerel

 
/ˈdôɡərəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
comic verse composed in irregular rhythm.




2.
 
verse or words that are badly written or expressed




•
 
the last stanza deteriorates into doggerel.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective describing such verse): apparently from dog
 (used contemptuously, as in dog Latin
 ) + -rel
 .





doggie bag






noun




a bag used by a restaurant customer or party guest to take home leftover food, supposedly for their dog.













doggish

 
/ˈdôɡiSH/






adjective



1.
 
of or like a dog.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) having the bad qualities of a dog, especially by being bad-tempered or snappish.













doggo

 
/ˈdôɡō/





I.
 
adverb

 — (in phrase 
lie doggo

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 remain motionless and quiet to escape detection




•
 
a dozen officers had been lying doggo for hours.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of obscure origin; apparently from dog
 + -o
 .





doggone

 
/ˈdä(ɡ)ɡôn /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used to express feelings of annoyance, surprise, or pleasure




•
 
now just a doggone minute




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
it's doggone good to be home.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
used to express surprise, irritation, or anger




•
 
from that moment, 
doggone it

 if I didn't see a motivation in Joey!




•
 


I'll be doggoned if

 every fourth kid is affected.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from 
dog on it

 , euphemism for 
God damn it

 .





doggy

 
/ˈdôɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a dog




•
 
his doggy brown eyes.










2.
 
fond of dogs




•
 
it was a doggy household.














II.
 
noun




a child's word for a dog.








III.
 
derivatives





dogginess






noun





















doggy style

 
doggie style
 , doggy fashion






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a sexual position in which one partner is penetrated from behind by the other while supporting themselves on their hands and knees




•
 
doggy style was by far the favorite position




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
sometimes we do it doggy style.



















doghouse

 
/ˈdôɡˌhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dog's kennel.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Sailing]

 a raised area at the after end of a yacht's coachroof, providing standing room.








II.
 
phrases





(be) in the doghouse








‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 (be) in mild or temporary disfavor.

















dogie

 
/ˈdōɡē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a motherless or neglected calf.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





dog in the manger





I.
 
noun




a person who has no need of, or ability to use, a possession that would be of use or value to others, but who prevents others from having it




•
 
what a dog in the manger you must be!




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
she can be so dog in the manger about updating things in the office.

















– origin

 alluding to the fable of the dog that lay in a manger to prevent the ox and horse from eating the hay.






dog Latin

 
/dôɡ ˈlatn/






noun




a debased form of Latin.













dogleg

 
/ˈdäɡleɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that bends sharply, in particular a sharp bend in a road or route.




2.
 


[Golf]

 a hole at which the player cannot aim directly at the green from the tee.








II.
 
adjective




bent like a dog's hind leg




•
 
the surf splashes over the dogleg concrete jetty.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
follow a sharply bending route




•
 
Highway 60 now doglegs northwest toward Frankfort.




















dogma

 
/ˈdôɡmə/





I.
 
noun




a principle or set of principles laid down by an authority as incontrovertibly true




•
 
the Christian dogma of the Trinity




•
 
the rejection of political dogma.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
dogma

 ‘opinion,’ from 
dokein

 ‘seem good, think.’





dogmatic

 
/dôɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




inclined to lay down principles as incontrovertibly true




•
 
he gives his opinion without trying to be dogmatic.














II.
 
derivatives





dogmatically

 
/dôɡˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun denoting a philosopher or physician of a school based on a priori assumptions): via late Latin from Greek 
dogmatikos

 , from 
dogma

 , 
dogmat-

 (see dogma
 ).





dogmatics

 
/dôɡˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of principles laid down by an authority, especially the Roman Catholic Church, as incontrovertibly true




•
 
it is a work of analysis, not of dogmatics.



















dogmatism

 
/ˈdôɡməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the tendency to lay down principles as incontrovertibly true, without consideration of evidence or the opinions of others




•
 
a culture of dogmatism and fanaticism.














II.
 
derivatives





dogmatist

 
/ˈdôɡmədəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from medieval Latin 
dogmatismus

 , from Latin 
dogma

 (see dogma
 ).





dogmatize

 
/ˈdäɡməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent as an incontrovertible truth




•
 
I find views dogmatized to the point of absurdity.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French and late Latin from Greek 
dogmatizein

 ‘lay down one's opinion,’ from 
dogma

 (see dogma
 ).





dognap

 
/ˈdäɡnap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 steal (a dog), especially in order to sell it.








II.
 
derivatives





dognapper






noun





















do-gooder

 
/ˈdo͞oˌɡo͝odər/





I.
 
noun




a well-meaning but unrealistic or interfering philanthropist or reformer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
do-good






adjective, noun













2.
 
do-goodery

 
/ˌdo͞oˈɡo͝od(ə)rē /






noun













3.
 
do-gooding






noun













4.
 
do-goodism

 
/-ɡo͝odˌizəm /






noun





















dog paddle

 


‹Brit.›

 doggy-paddle





I.
 
noun




an elementary swimming stroke like that of a swimming dog.








II.
 
verb

 — (
dog-paddle

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swim using this stroke.













dog racing






noun




another term for greyhound racing
 .













Dogrib

 
/ˈdäɡrib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Dene people of northwestern Canada.




2.
 
the Athabaskan language of the Dogrib.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Dogrib or their language.











– origin

 translation of Cree 
atimospikay

 ; from the legend that the people's common ancestor was a dog.





dog rose

 
/ˈdôɡ ˌrōz/






noun




a delicately scented Eurasian wild rose with pink or white flowers.

[Genus 
Rosa

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several closely related species, in particular 
R. canina

 .]













dogsbody

 
/ˈdôɡzˌbädē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who is given boring, menial tasks to do




•
 
I got myself a job as typist and general dogsbody on a small magazine.














II.
 
derivatives





dogsbodying






noun





















dog-sit





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look after a dog or dogs while their owner is away, usually staying at the owner's home in order to do so




•
 
she asked me to dog-sit while she went away




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I was invited by a friend to dog-sit her French bulldog.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dog-sitter






noun













2.
 
dog-sitting






noun





















dogskin

 
/ˈdäɡskin/






noun




leather made of or imitating dog's skin, especially as used for gloves.













dogsled

 
/ˈdäɡˌsled /

 
dog sled





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sled designed to be pulled by dogs.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
dogsledding

 )


1.
 
travel by dogsled




•
 
winter activities include cross-country skiing and dogsledding.



















dog's mercury





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant of the spurge family, with hairy stems and small green flowers, widely found as a dominant plant of old woodland.

[
Mercurialis perennis

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: translating modern Latin 
Mercurialis canina

 (former taxonomic name); the plant is poisonous and is contrasted with 
Mercurialis annua

 ‘annual mercury,’ useful in medicine.





dogstail

 
/ˈdäɡztāl /

 
dog's-tail






noun




an Old World fodder grass with spiky flower heads.

[Genus 
Cynosurus

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
crested dogstail

 (
C. cristatus

 ), a common pasture grass.]














Dog Star

 
/ˈdôɡ ˌstär/





I.
 
the star Sirius.







– origin

 translating Greek 
kuon

 or Latin 
canicula

 ‘small dog,’ both names of the star; so named as it appears to follow at the heels of Orion (the hunter).





dog tag

 
/ˈdôɡ ˈˌtaɡ/






noun



1.
 
a metal tag attached to a dog's collar, typically giving its name and owner's address.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a soldier's metal identity tag, worn on a chain around the neck.














dog-tired

 
/ˈdôɡ ˈˌtī(ə)rd/






adjective




extremely tired; worn out




•
 
he'd gone to bed dog-tired.



















dogtooth

 
/ˈdäɡto͞oTH/






noun






[Architecture]

 a small pointed ornament repeated along a molding consisting of four petals radiating from a raised center, used especially in the Early English style.














dogtooth violet

 
/ˈdôɡˌto͞oTH ˈvī(ə)lət/






noun




a plant of the lily family that has backward-curving pointed petals.

[Genus 
Erythronium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular the trout lily of North America and the Eurasian 
E. dens-canis

 , with speckled leaves and pinkish-purple flowers.]













dog track






noun




a stadium or course used for greyhound racing




•
 
he would often watch races with friends at the dog track.



















dogtrot

 
/ˈdäɡträt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a gentle easy trot.




2.
 
a breezeway connecting two cabins.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move at a dogtrot.













dog violet






noun




a scentless wild violet, typically having purple or lilac flowers.

[Genus 
Viola

 , family 
Violaceae

 : several species, in particular 
V. conspersa

 of eastern North America.]














dog warden






noun




another term for dogcatcher
 .













dogwatch

 
/ˈdôɡˌwäCH ˈdôɡˌwôCH/






noun




either of two short watches on a ship (4–6 or 6–8 p.m.).













dog-weary






adjective




another term for dog-tired
 .













dog whelk






noun




a predatory marine mollusk that typically occurs on the shore or in shallow waters.

[Family 
Nassaridae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Nucella

 and other genera.]













dog whistle






noun



1.
 
a high-pitched whistle used to train dogs, typically having a sound inaudible to humans.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a subtly aimed political message which is intended for, and can only be understood by, a particular group




•
 
dog-whistle issues such as immigration and crime.



















dogwood

 
/ˈdôɡˌwo͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrub or small tree of north temperate regions that yields hard timber and is grown for its decorative foliage, red stems, and colorful berries.

[Genus 
Cornus

 , family 
Cornaceae

 : many species, including the 
flowering dogwood

 (
C. florida

 ), common to the eastern US.]




2.
 
used in names of trees that resemble the dogwood or yield similar hard timber.











– origin

 so named because the wood was formerly used to make “dogs” (i.e., skewers).





doh

 
/dō /

 
d'oh






exclamation






‹informal›

 used to comment on a foolish or stupid action, especially one's own




•
 
I keep crashing cars. Doh! What a dummy!



















Doha

 
/ˈdōˌhä/






the capital of Qatar, in the eastern part of the country; pop 385,000 (est. 2007).









DOHC






abbreviation




double overhead camshaft.













DOI






abbreviation






[Computing]

 digital object identifier.














doily

 
/ˈdoilē/





I.
 
noun




a small ornamental mat made of lace or paper with a lace pattern, typically placed on a plate under a cake or other sweet foods.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from 
Doiley

 or 
Doyley

 , the name of a 17th-cent. London draper. The word originally denoted a woolen material used for summer wear, said to have been introduced by this draper. The current sense (originally 
doily napkin

 ) dates from the early 18th cent.





doing

 
/ˈdo͞oiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
doings

 )
 — the activities in which a particular person engages




•
 
the latest doings of television stars.










2.
 
effort; activity




•
 
it would 
take some doing

 to calm him down.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a beating or scolding




•
 
someone had 
given

 her 
a doing

 .














II.
 
phrases





be someone's doing






be the creation or fault of the person named




•
 
he looked at Lisa as though it was all her doing.























doit

 
/doit/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 a very small amount of money.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Middle Low German 
doyt

 , Middle Dutch 
duit

 , of unknown origin.





do-it-yourself

 
DIY





I.
 
adjective




(of work, especially building, painting, or decorating) done or to be done by an amateur at home




•
 
easy-to-use materials and do-it-yourself kits for plumbing fittings.














II.
 
derivatives





do-it-yourselfer






noun





















dojo

 
/ˈdōˌjō/





I.
 
noun




a room or hall in which judo and other martial arts are practiced.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
dō

 ‘way, pursuit’ + 
jō

 ‘a place.’





dol.






abbreviation




dollar(s).













Dolby

 
/ˈdōlbē ˈdôlbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 an electronic noise-reduction system used in tape recording to reduce hiss.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 an electronic system used to provide stereophonic sound for movie theaters and television sets.











– origin

 1960s: named after Ray M. 
Dolby

 (1933–2013), the American engineer who devised it.





dolce

 
/ˈdōlCHā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) sweetly and softly.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘sweet.’





dolce far niente

 
/ˌdōlCHā ˌfär nēˈentā/





I.
 
noun




pleasant idleness.











– origin

 Italian, ‘sweet doing nothing.’





dolce vita

 
/ˌdōlCHā ˈvēdə/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ] (usu. 
la dolce vita

 )


1.
 
a life of heedless pleasure and luxury.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘sweet life.’





doldrums

 
/ˈdōldrəmz ˈdäldrəmz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
the doldrums

 )


1.
 
a state or period of inactivity, stagnation, or depression




•
 
the mortgage market has been 
in the doldrums

 for three years.










2.
 
an equatorial region of the Atlantic Ocean with calms, sudden storms, and light unpredictable winds.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as 
doldrum

 ‘dull, sluggish person’): perhaps from dull
 , on the pattern of 
tantrums

 .






dole1


 
/dōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the dole

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 benefit paid by the government to the unemployed




•
 
she is drawing on the dole.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a charitable gift of food, clothes, or money.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a person's lot or destiny.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
dole something out

 )


1.
 
distribute shares of something




•
 
the scanty portions of food 
doled out to

 them.














III.
 
phrases





on the dole








‹informal›

 registered as unemployed and receiving benefit from the government.















– origin

 Old English 
dāl

 ‘division, portion, or share,’ of Germanic origin; related to deal
 1
 . The sense ‘distribution of charitable gifts’ dates from Middle English; the sense ‘unemployment benefit’ dates from the early 20th cent.





dole2


 
/dōl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 sorrow; mourning.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
doel

 ‘mourning,’ from popular Latin 
dolus

 , from Latin 
dolere

 ‘grieve.’





Dole

 
/dōl/





I.
 
the name of a family of US politicians.




II.
 


Bob

 (1923–); full name 
Robert Joseph Dole

 . He was a Republican US senator from Kansas 1969–96 and was defeated by Bill Clinton in the 1996 presidential election.




III.
 


Elizabeth Hanford

 (1936–), Bob's wife; North Carolina's first female US senator 2003–09. She served as US secretary of transportation 1983–87 and US secretary of labor 1989–90 before heading the American Red Cross 1991–99. In 1999, she made an unsuccessful bid for the 2000 Republican presidential nomination.









doleful

 
/ˈdōlfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressing sorrow; mournful




•
 
a doleful look.










2.
 
causing grief or misfortune




•
 
doleful consequences.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dolefully

 
/ˈdōlfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dolefulness

 
/ˈdōlfəlnəs /






noun






















dolerite

 
/ˈdäləˌrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark, medium-grained igneous rock, typically with ophitic texture, containing plagioclase, pyroxene, and olivine. It typically occurs in dikes and sills.

Also called diabase
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
dolérite

 , from Greek 
doleros

 ‘deceptive’ (because it is difficult to distinguish from diorite).






dolichocephalic

 
/ˌdäləkōsəˈfalik/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 having a relatively long skull (typically with the breadth less than 80 [or 75] percent of the length).

Often contrasted with brachycephalic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





dolichocephaly

 
/-ˈsefəlē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dolikhos

 ‘long’ + -cephalic
 .





doll

 
/däl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small model of a human figure, often one of a baby or girl, used as a child's toy.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an attractive young woman, often with connotations of unintelligence and frivolity.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a generous or considerate person




•
 
would you be a doll and set the table?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
doll someone up

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 dress someone or oneself smartly and attractively




•
 
I 
got

 all 
dolled up

 for a party.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a mistress): nickname for the given name 
Dorothy

 . The sense ‘small model of a human figure’ dates from the late 17th cent.






dollar

 
/ˈdälər/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of the US, Canada, Australia, and certain countries in the Pacific, Caribbean, Southeast Asia, Africa, and South America.








II.
 
phrases





dollars to doughnuts








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to emphasize one's certainty




•
 
I'd 
bet dollars to doughnuts

 he's a medical student.





















– origin

 from early Flemish or Low German 
daler

 , from German 
T(h)aler

 , short for 
Joachimsthaler

 , a coin from the silver mine of 
Joachimsthal

 (‘Joachim's valley’), now 
Jáchymov

 in the Czech Republic. The term was later applied to a coin used in the Spanish American colonies, which was also widely used in the British North American colonies at the time of the American Revolution, hence adopted as the name of the US monetary unit in the late 18th cent.





dollar area

 
/ˈdälər ˈerēə/






noun




the area of the world in which currency is linked to the US dollar.













dollar diplomacy

 
/ˈdälər dəˈplōməsē/






noun




the use of a country's financial power to extend its international influence.













dollar gap






noun




the amount by which a country's import trade with the dollar area exceeds the corresponding export trade.














dollarization

 
/ˌdälərəˈzāSH(ə)n /

 
dollarisation






noun



1.
 
the process of aligning a country's currency with the US dollar.




2.
 
the dominating effect of the US on the economy of a country.













dollar sign

 
/ˈdälər sīn /

 
dollar mark






noun




the sign $, representing a dollar.













dollhouse

 
/ˈdälˌhous /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 doll's house






noun




a miniature toy house used for playing with dolls.













dollop

 
/ˈdäləp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a shapeless mass or blob of something, especially soft food




•
 
great 
dollops of

 cream




•
 


‹figurative›

 a 
dollop of

 romance here and there.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (a shapeless mass or blob of something) casually and without measuring




•
 
Chekov stopped him from dolloping sugar into his coffee.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a clump of grass or weeds in a field): perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian dialect 
dolp

 ‘lump.’





dolly

 
/ˈdälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a child's word for a doll.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an attractive and stylish young woman, usually with connotations of unintelligence.




3.
 
a small platform on wheels used for holding heavy objects, typically film or television cameras.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a short wooden pole for stirring clothes in a washtub.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a film or television camera) be moved on a mobile platform in a specified direction




•
 
the camera dollies back to reveal hundreds of people.



















dolly bird

 
/ˈdälē ˈˌbərd/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an attractive but unintelligent young woman.













dolly tub





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a washtub.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dialect 
dolly

 (used as a term for various contrivances thought to resemble a doll in some way) and tub
 .





Dolly Varden

 
/ˌdälē ˈvärd(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Dolly Varden hat

 )
 — a large hat with one side drooping and with a floral trimming, formerly worn by women.




2.
 
a brightly spotted edible char (fish) occurring in fresh water on both sides of the North Pacific.

[
Salvelinus malma

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of a character in Dickens's 
Barnaby Rudge

 , who wore a similar hat.





dolma

 
/ˈdälmə/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of ingredients such as meat and spiced rice wrapped in vine or cabbage leaves, popular in the Balkans, the Caucasus, and the eastern Mediterranean.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
ntolmas

 or its source, Turkish 
dolma

 , from 
dolmak

 ‘fill, be filled.’





dolman

 
/ˈdōlmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long Turkish robe open in front.




2.
 
a woman's loose cloak with capelike sleeves.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: based on Turkish 
dolama

 , 
dolaman

 .





dolman sleeve

 
/ˈdōlmən slēv/






noun




a loose sleeve cut in one piece with the body of a garment.













dolmen

 
/ˈdōlmən/





I.
 
noun




a megalithic tomb with a large flat stone laid on upright ones, found chiefly in Britain and France.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, perhaps via Breton from Cornish 
tolmen

 ‘hole of a stone.’






dolomite

 
/ˈdäləmīt ˈdōləmīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a translucent mineral consisting of a carbonate of calcium and magnesium.




2.
 
a sedimentary rock formed chiefly of dolomite.








II.
 
derivatives





dolomitic

 
/ˌdäləˈmidik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from the name of 
Dolomieu

 (1750–1801), the French geologist who discovered it, + -ite
 1
 .





Dolomite Mountains

 
/ˌdäləmīt ˈmountənz /

 
the Dolomites






a mountain range in northern Italy, part of the Alps, so named because the characteristic rock of the region is dolomitic limestone.









dolor

 
/ˈdōlər /

 


‹Brit.›

 dolour





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a state of great sorrow or distress




•
 
they squatted, hunched in their habitual dolor.

















– origin

 Middle English, as 
dolor

 , (denoting both physical and mental pain or distress), via Old French from Latin 
dolor

 ‘pain, grief.’





dolorimeter

 
/ˌdōləˈrimədər ˌdäləˈrimədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring sensitivity to, or levels of, pain.








II.
 
derivatives





dolorimetry

 
/-itrē /






noun





















dolorous

 
/ˈdōlərəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 feeling or expressing great sorrow or distress.








II.
 
derivatives





dolorously






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
doleros

 , from late Latin 
dolorosus

 , from Latin 
dolor

 ‘pain, grief.’





dolostone

 
/ˈdäləstōn/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 rock consisting of dolomite.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from dolomite
 + stone
 .






dolphin

 
/ˈdälfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small gregarious toothed whale that typically has a beaklike snout and a curved fin on the back. Dolphins have become well known for their sociable nature and high intelligence.

[Families 
Delphinidae

 (marine) and 
Platanistidae

 (the 
river dolphins

 ): several genera and many species.]




2.
 
(also 
dolphinfish

 )
 — another term for mahimahi
 .




3.
 
a bollard, pile, or buoy for mooring.




4.
 
a structure for protecting the pier of a bridge or other structure from collision with ships.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dauphin

 , from Provençal 
dalfin

 , from Latin 
delphinus

 , from Greek 
delphin

 .





dolphinarium

 
/ˌdälfəˈnerēəm ˌdôlfəˈnerēəm/





I.
 
noun




an aquarium in which dolphins are kept and trained for public entertainment.











– origin

 1960s: from dolphin
 , on the pattern of 
oceanarium

 .





dolphin-safe






adjective




(on canned tuna labels) indicating that the tuna has been harvested using fishing methods that are not harmful to dolphins.













dolt

 
/dōlt/





I.
 
noun




a stupid person.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps a variant of 
dulled

 , past participle of dull
 .





doltish

 
/ˈdōltiSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) stupid; idiotic




•
 
a doltish character.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
doltishly






adverb













2.
 
doltishness

 
/ˈdōltiSHnəs /






noun





















Dom

 
/däm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title prefixed to the names of some Roman Catholic dignitaries and Benedictine and Carthusian monks




•
 
Dom Bede Griffiths.










2.
 
Portuguese form of don
 1
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 from Latin 
dominus

 ‘master.’






-dom





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a state or condition




•
 
freedom.










3.
 
denoting rank or status




•
 
earldom.










4.
 
denoting a domain




•
 
fiefdom.










5.
 
denoting a class of people or the attitudes associated with them, regarded collectively




•
 
officialdom.

















– origin

 Old English 
-dōm

 , originally meaning ‘decree, judgment.’






domain

 
/dōˈmān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of territory owned or controlled by a ruler or government




•
 
the southwestern French domains of the Plantagenets.










2.
 
a specified sphere of activity or knowledge




•
 
the expanding domain of psychology




•
 


‹figurative›

 visual communication 
is the domain of

 the graphic designer.










3.
 


[Physics]

 a discrete region of magnetism in ferromagnetic material.




4.
 


[Computing]

 a distinct subset of the Internet with addresses sharing a common suffix or under the control of a particular organization or individual.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 the set of possible values of the independent variable or variables of a function.








II.
 
derivatives





domanial

 
/-nēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting heritable or landed property): from French 
domaine

 , alteration (by association with Latin 
dominus

 ‘lord’) of Old French 
demeine

 ‘belonging to a lord’ (see demesne
 ).





domaine

 
/dōˈmān/





I.
 
noun




a vineyard.











– origin

 1960s: from French, literally ‘estate’ (see domain
 ).





domain name






noun






[Computing]

 the part of a network address that identifies it as belonging to a particular domain.













domain name system

 
DNS






noun






[Computing]

 the system by which Internet domain names and addresses are tracked and regulated.














dome

 
/dōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded vault forming the roof of a building or structure, typically with a circular base




•
 
the dome of St. Paul's Cathedral.










2.
 
the revolving openable hemispherical roof of an observatory.




3.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a sports stadium with a domed roof.




4.
 
a thing shaped like a dome, in particular




5.
 
the rounded summit of a hill or mountain




•
 
the great dome of Mont Blanc.










6.
 
a natural vault or canopy, such as that of the sky or trees




•
 
the dome of the sky.










7.
 


[Geology]

 a rounded uplifted landform or underground structure.




8.
 


‹informal›

 the top of the head




•
 
a content face topped by a shaved dome.










9.
 


‹literary›

 a stately building.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
domed

 )


1.
 
cover with or shape as a dome




•
 
a domed stadium.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
doming

 )
 — (of stratified rock or a surface) become rounded in formation; swell.








III.
 
derivatives





domelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from French 
dôme

 , from Italian 
duomo

 ‘cathedral, dome,’ from Latin 
domus

 ‘house.’ 
Sense

 3 
of the

 noun derives directly from Latin 
domus

 .





Dome of the Rock






an Islamic shrine in Jerusalem, for Muslims the third most holy place after Mecca and Medina. It surrounds the sacred rock on which, according to tradition, Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac and from which the prophet Muhammad made his miraculous night ascent into heaven (the Night Journey).









Domesday

 
/ˈdo͞omzdā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Domesday Book

 , 
Doomsday Book

 )
 — a comprehensive record of the extent, value, ownership, and liabilities of land in England, made in 1086 by order of William I.




2.
 
(also 
domesday

 )
 — archaic spelling of doomsday
 .











– origin

 Middle English: 
sense

 1 was apparently a popular name applied during the 12th cent. because the book was regarded as a final authority (with allusion to 
doomsday

 ‘the Day of Judgment’).






domestic

 
/dəˈmestik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the running of a home or to family relations




•
 
domestic chores




•
 
domestic violence.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 of or for use in the home rather than in an industrial or office environment




•
 
domestic appliances.










3.
 
(of a person) fond of family life and running a home




•
 
she was not at all domestic.










4.
 
(of an animal) tame and kept by humans




•
 
domestic cattle.










5.
 
existing or occurring inside a particular country; not foreign or international




•
 
the current state of US domestic affairs.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
domestic worker

 or 
domestic help

 )
 — a person who is paid to help with menial tasks such as cleaning.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a product not made abroad.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
domestique

 , from Latin 
domesticus

 , from 
domus

 ‘house.’





domestically

 
/dəˈmestəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the running of a home or to family relations




•
 
his wife is domestically and financially controlling.










2.
 
in a home environment




•
 
barn owls can be kept domestically.










3.
 
in a way that relates to activities inside a particular country; nationally




•
 
only a quarter of French locomotives were domestically produced




•
 
the company has a high reputation both domestically and internationally.



















domesticate

 
/dəˈmestəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be domesticated

 )


1.
 
tame (an animal) and keep it as a pet or for farm produce




•
 
mammals were first domesticated for their milk.










2.
 
cultivate (a plant) for food.




3.
 


‹humorous›

 make (someone) fond of and good at home life and the tasks that it involves




•
 
you've really domesticated him.














II.
 
derivatives





domesticable

 
/dəˈmestəkəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
domesticat-

 ‘domesticated,’ from the verb 
domesticare

 , from Latin 
domesticus

 ‘belonging to the house’ (see domestic
 ).





domesticated

 
/dəˈmestəˌkādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) tame and kept as a pet or on a farm




•
 
domesticated dogs.










2.
 
(of a plant) cultivated for food; naturalized




•
 
domesticated crops.










3.
 


‹humorous›

 (especially of a man) fond of home life and housework




•
 
he is thoroughly domesticated.



















domestication

 
/dəˌmestəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of taming an animal and keeping it as a pet or on a farm




•
 
domestication of animals lies at the heart of human civilization.










2.
 
the cultivation of a plant for food




•
 
this book covers the evolution and domestication of six important cereal crops.










3.
 


‹humorous›

 the process of making someone fond of and good at home life and the tasks that it involves




•
 
I won't say it was an easy change, but my domestication was a much needed one.



















domestic goddess






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a woman with exceptional domestic skills, especially one who excels at preparing meals.













domesticity

 
/ˌdōmeˈstisədē/






noun




home or family life




•
 
the atmosphere is one of happy domesticity.



















domestic partner





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who shares a residence with a sexual partner, especially without a legally recognized union.








II.
 
derivatives





domestic partnership






noun





















domestic science

 
/dəˌmestik ˈsīəns/






noun






‹dated›

 the study of household skills such as cooking or sewing, especially as taught at school; home economics.













domestic violence






noun




violent or aggressive behavior within the home, typically involving the violent abuse of a spouse or partner.




•
 
police, social services, and voluntary agencies are working together to tackle domestic violence.



















domical

 
/ˈdōmikəl, ˈdäm-/






adjective




domed




•
 
an octagonal, domical vault.




















domicile

 
/ˈdäməˌsīl ˈdōməˌsīl ˈdäməsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 the country that a person treats as their permanent home, or lives in and has a substantial connection with




•
 
his wife has a 
domicile of origin

 in Germany.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 
(chiefly US)

 a person's residence or home




•
 
the builder I've hired to renovate my new domicile.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 the place at which a company or other body is registered, especially for tax purposes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
adverbial of place

 ] (
be domiciled

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 treat a specified country as a permanent home




•
 
the tenant is domiciled in the US.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 
(chiefly US)

 reside; be based




•
 
he was domiciled in a frame house on the outskirts of town.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
domicilium

 ‘dwelling,’ from 
domus

 ‘home.’





domiciliary

 
/ˌdäməˈsilēˌerē, ˌdō-/





I.
 
adjective




concerned with or occurring in someone's home




•
 
a study compared domiciliary care with hospital care.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
domiciliaire

 , from medieval Latin 
domiciliarius

 , from Latin 
domicilium

 ‘dwelling’ (see domicile
 ).





dominance

 
/ˈdämənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
power and influence over others




•
 
the worldwide dominance of Hollywood.










2.
 


[Genetics]

 the phenomenon whereby, in an individual containing two allelic forms of a gene, one is expressed to the exclusion of the other.




3.
 


[Ecology]

 the predominance of one or more species in a plant (or animal) community.








II.
 
derivatives





dominancy

 
/-sē /






noun






















dominant

 
/ˈdämənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
most important, powerful, or influential




•
 
they are now in an even more dominant position in the market.










2.
 
(of a high place or object) overlooking others.




3.
 


[Genetics]

 relating to or denoting heritable characteristics that are controlled by genes that are expressed in offspring even when inherited from only one parent.

Often contrasted with recessive
 .




4.
 


[Ecology]

 denoting the predominant species in a plant (or animal) community.




5.
 
in decision theory, (of a choice) at least as good as the alternatives in all circumstances, and better in some




•
 
holding back is here a dominant strategy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dominant thing, in particular




2.
 


[Genetics]

 a dominant trait or gene.




3.
 


[Ecology]

 a dominant species in a plant (or animal) community.




4.
 


[Music]

 the fifth note of the diatonic scale of any key, or the key based on this, considered in relation to the key of the tonic.








III.
 
derivatives





dominantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dominant-

 ‘ruling, governing,’ from the verb 
dominari

 (see dominate
 ).





dominant seventh






noun






[Music]

 the common chord of the dominant note in a key, plus the minor seventh from that note (e.g., in the key of C, a chord of G-B-D-F). It is important in conventional harmony, as it naturally resolves to the tonic or subdominant.














dominate

 
/ˈdäməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a commanding influence on; exercise control over




•
 
the company dominates the market for operating system software.










2.
 
be the most important or conspicuous person or thing in




•
 
the race was dominated by the 1992 champion.










3.
 
(of something tall or high) have a commanding position over; overlook




•
 
a picturesque city dominated by the cathedral tower.














II.
 
derivatives





dominator

 
/ˈdäməˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
dominat-

 ‘ruled, governed,’ from the verb 
dominari

 , from 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’





domination

 
/ˌdäməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exercise of control or influence over someone or something, or the state of being so controlled




•
 
evil plans for domination of the universe.










2.
 
(
dominations

 )
 — (in traditional Christian angelology) the fourth highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
dominatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
dominari

 (see dominate
 ).





dominatrix

 
/ˌdäməˈnātriks/





I.
 
noun




a dominating woman, especially one who takes the sadistic role in sadomasochistic sexual activities.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (rare before the late 20th cent.): from Latin, feminine of 
dominator

 , from 
dominat-

 ‘ruled,’ from the verb 
dominari

 (see dominate
 ).





domineer

 
/ˌdäməˈnir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
domineering

 )


1.
 
assert one's will over another in an arrogant way




•
 
Cathy had been a martyr to her gruff, domineering husband.














II.
 
derivatives





domineeringly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
dominieren

 , from French 
dominer

 , from Latin 
dominari

 (see dominate
 ).





Domingo, Placido

 
/dəˈmiNGɡō/






(1941–), Spanish opera singer. He moved to Mexico in 1950 and made his debut as an operatic tenor in 1957. His performances in operas by Verdi and Puccini have met with particular acclaim. He was one of the Three Tenors, along with Luciano Pavarotti and José Carreras.










Dominic, St.

 
/ˈdämənik/






(
c.

 1170–1221), Spanish priest and friar; Spanish name 
Domingo de Guzmán

 . In 1216, he founded the Order of Friars Preachers at Toulouse in France; its members became known as Dominicans or Black Friars. Feast day, August 8.









Dominica

 
/ˌdäməˈnēkə/





I.
 
a country in the western West Indies, a mountainous island, the most northern of the Windward Islands, in the Caribbean Sea; pop. 72,700 (est. 2009); capital, Roseau; languages, English (official) and Creole.





The island came into British possession at the end of the 18th century and became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1978. / 
– origin

 named by Columbus, who discovered it on a Sunday (Latin 
dies dominica

 ‘the Lord's day’) in 1493.





dominical

 
/dəˈminək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of Sunday as the Lord's day.




2.
 
of Jesus Christ as the lord.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
dominicalis

 , from Latin 
dominicus

 , from 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’





dominical letter






noun




any of the seven letters A–G used in church calendars to indicate the date (January 1–7) on which the first Sunday in the year falls, and hence in dating movable feasts.













Dominican1


 
/dəˈminəkən/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Roman Catholic order of preaching friars founded by St. Dominic, or of a religious order for women founded on similar principles.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to St. Dominic or the Dominicans.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Dominicanus

 , from 
Dominicus

 , the Latin name of 
Domingo de Guzmán

 (see Dominic, St.
 ).





Dominican2


 
/dəˈminəkən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Dominican Republic or its people.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Dominican Republic.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Dominicana

 , influenced by Santo Domingo
 .





Dominican3


 
/ˌdäməˈnēk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the island of Dominica or its people.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the island of Dominica.













Dominican Republic

 
/dəˌminəkən rəˈpəblik/





I.
 
a country in the Caribbean Sea that occupies the eastern part of the island of Hispaniola; pop. 9,650,100 (est. 2009); capital, Santo Domingo; official language, Spanish.





The 
Dominican Republic

 is the former Spanish colony of Santo Domingo, the part of Hispaniola that Spain retained when it ceded the western portion (now Haiti) to France in 1697. It was proclaimed a republic in 1844.





dominie

 
/ˈdämənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 a schoolmaster.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a pastor or clergyman.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of Latin 
domine!

 (vocative) ‘master!, sir!,’ from 
dominus

 ‘lord’ (formerly used as a polite form of address to a clergyman or member of one of the professions).






dominion

 
/dəˈminyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sovereignty; control




•
 
man's attempt to establish 
dominion over

 nature.










2.
 
(usu. 
dominions

 )
 — the territory of a sovereign or government




•
 
the Angevin dominions.










3.
 
(
Dominion

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 each of the self-governing territories of the British Commonwealth.




4.
 
(
dominions

 )
 — another term for domination
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
dominio(n-)

 , from Latin 
dominium

 , from 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’





Dominion Day






noun




former name for July 1, a national holiday observed in Canada to commemorate the formation of the Dominion in 1867. Since 1982, it has been known as 
Canada Day

 .













dominium

 
/dəˈminēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
(chiefly US)

 absolute ownership and control of property.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin.





domino

 
/ˈdäməˌnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of 28 small oblong pieces marked with 0–6 dots (pips) in each half.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
dominoes

 )
 — the game played with domino pieces, in which they are laid down to form a line, each player in turn trying to find and lay down a domino with a value matched by that of a piece at either end of the line already formed.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a loose cloak, worn with a mask for the upper part of the face at masquerades.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, denoting a hood worn by priests in winter, probably based on Latin 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’





Domino, Fats

 
/ˈdäməˌnō/






(1928–), US pianist, singer, and songwriter; born 
Antoine Domino

 . His music represents part of the transition from rhythm and blues to rock and roll and shows the influence of jazz, boogie-woogie, and gospel music. Notable songs: 
“Ain't That a Shame”

 (1955) and 
“Blueberry Hill”

 (1956).









domino effect






noun




the effect of the domino theory.













domino theory

 
/ˈdäməˌnō ˌTHirē/






noun




the theory that a political event in one country will cause similar events in neighboring countries, like a falling domino causing an entire row of upended dominoes to fall.













Domitian

 
/dəˈmiSHən/






(
AD

 51–96), son of Vespasian; Roman emperor 81–96; full name 
Titus Flavius Domitianus

 .









don1


 
/dän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Don

 )
 — a Spanish title prefixed to a male forename.




2.
 
a Spanish gentleman; a Spaniard.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a high-ranking member of the Mafia.




4.
 
a university teacher, especially a senior member of a college at Oxford or Cambridge.

[transferred colloquial use of the Spanish title (see above).]








II.
 
derivatives





donship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Spanish, from Latin 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’






don2


 
/dän/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put on (an item of clothing)




•
 
in the locker room the players donned their football jerseys.

















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of 
do on

 . Compare with doff
 .





Don

 
/dän/





I.
 
a river in Russia that rises near Tula, southeast of Moscow, and flows for 1,224 miles (1,958 km) to the Sea of Azov.




II.
 
a river in Scotland that rises in the Grampian Mountains and flows east for 82 miles (131 km) to the North Sea at Aberdeen.




III.
 
a river in northern England that rises in the Pennine Hills and flows east for 70 miles (112 km) to join the Ouse River shortly before it, in turn, joins the Humber River.









Donahue, Phil

 
/ˈdänəˌhyo͞o/






(1935–), US talk show host; full name 
Phillip John Donahue

 . He began his televised “Phil Donahue Show” in 1967 and retired in 1996.









donate

 
/ˈdōˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (money or goods) for a good cause, for example to a charity




•
 
the proceeds will be donated to an AIDS awareness charity.










2.
 
allow the removal of (blood or an organ) from one's body for transplantation, transfusion, or other use.








II.
 
derivatives





donator

 
/ˈdōˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: back-formation from donation
 .





Donatello

 
/ˌdänəˈtelō/






(1386–1466), Italian sculptor; born 
Donato di Betto Bardi

 . He was one of the pioneers of scientific perspective and is known for his lifelike sculptures, including the bronze 
David

 (
c.

 1430–60).










donation

 
/dōˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something that is given to a charity, especially a sum of money




•
 
a tax-deductible donation of $200.










2.
 
the action of donating something.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
donatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
donare

 , based on 
donum

 ‘gift.’





Donatist

 
/ˈdänətist, ˈdō-/





I.
 
noun




a member of a schismatic Christian group in North Africa, formed in 311, who held that only those living a blameless life belonged in the Church. They survived until the 7th century.








II.
 
derivatives





Donatism

 
/-ˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from 
Donatus

 (died 
c.

 355), a Christian prelate in Carthage and the group's leader, + -ist
 .





donative

 
/ˈdōnədiv ˈdänədiv /

 

‹rare›






I.
 
noun




a donation, especially one given formally or officially as a largesse.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
given as a donation.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (of a benefice) given directly, not presentative.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
donativum

 ‘gift, largesse,’ from 
donat-

 ‘given,’ from the verb 
donare

 (see donation
 ).





Donatus, Aelius

 
/dəˈnätəs/






(4th century), Roman grammarian. The 
Ars Grammatica

 , which contained his treatises on Latin grammar, was the sole textbook used in schools in the Middle Ages.










Donau

 
/ˈdōnou/






German name for Danube
 .










Donbas

 
/dənˈbäs, ˈdänˌbas/






Ukrainian name for Donets Basin
 .









Doncaster

 
/ˈdänˌkastər ˈdäNGkəstər/






an industrial town in northern England; pop. 63,800 (est. 2009).









doncha

 
/ˈdōn(t)SHə /

 
dontcha
 , don'tcha






contraction






‹informal›

 don't you




•
 
why doncha write me a nice song




•
 
dontcha trust me?



















done

 
/dən/





I.
 
past participle of do
 1
 .




II.
 
verb



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 used as a nonstandard past tense of do
 1





•
 
I done a lot of rodeoin'.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 used with a standard past tense verb to indicate absoluteness or completion




•
 
I done told you to zipper your lips.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) cooked thoroughly




•
 
the turkey will be done soon.










2.
 
no longer happening or existing




•
 
her hunting days were done.










3.
 


‹informal›

 socially acceptable




•
 
therapy was 
not the done thing

 then.














IV.
 
exclamation




used to indicate that the speaker accepts the terms of an offer




•
 
“I'll give ten to one he misses by a mile!” called Reilly. “Done,” said the conductor.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
a done deal






an agreement that has been finalized.









2.
 
done for








‹informal›

 in a situation so bad that it is impossible to get out




•
 
if he gets them, we'll all be done for.















3.
 
done in








‹informal›

 extremely tired




•
 
you look done in.















4.
 
over and done with






see over
 .

















donee

 
/dōˈnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who receives a gift.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person who is given a power of appointment.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from donor
 + -ee
 .





donegal

 
/ˈdäniɡəl, -ˌɡôl /

 
Donegal tweed






noun




a tweed characterized by bright flecks randomly distributed on a background usually of light gray, originally woven in County Donegal, northwestern Ireland.













Donegal

 
/ˈdäniɡəl/






a county in extreme northwestern Republic of Ireland, part of the old province of Ulster; capital, Lifford.









Donets

 
/dəˈn(y)ets/






a river in eastern Europe that rises near Belgorod in southern Russia and flows southeast for about 630 miles (1,000 km) through Ukraine before re-entering Russia and joining the Don River near Rostov.










Donets Basin






a coal-mining and industrial region in southeastern Ukraine that stretches between the valleys of the Donets and lower Dnieper rivers.

Ukrainian name Donbas
 .










Donetsk

 
/dəˈn(y)etsk/






a city in the Donets Basin in Ukraine; pop. 974,600 (est. 2009). The city was called Yuzovka 1872–1924, and Stalin or Stalino 1924–61.









dong1


 
/dôNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bell) make a deep resonant sound.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the deep resonant sound of a large bell.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative.





dong2


 
/dôNG/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Vietnam, equal to 100 xu.











– origin

 from Vietnamese 
dông

 ‘coin.’





dongle

 
/ˈdäNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a small device able to be connected to and used with a computer, especially to allow access to wireless broadband or use of protected software.











– origin

 1980s: an arbitrary formation.





Dong-nai River

 
/ˌdäNGnī ˈrivər /

 
Donnai






a river in Vietnam that flows for 300 miles (483 km) from south central Vietnam to join the Saigon River below Ho Chi Minh City.









dong quai

 
/ˈdo͝oNG ˈkwā, ˈkwī/






noun




an aromatic herb of the parsley family, native to China and Japan, the root of which is used to treat premenstrual syndrome, menstrual cramps, menopausal symptoms, and other gynecological complaints.

[
Angelica sinensis

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]













Dongying

 
/ˈdo͝oNG ˈyiNG/






a city in Hebei province, in eastern China, near the mouth of the Yellow River, in an area rich in oil; pop. 628,400 (est. 2006).









Donizetti, Gaetano

 
/ˌdänəˈzetē/






(1797–1848), Italian composer. His operas include tragedies such as 
Lucia di Lammermoor

 (1835) and comedies such as 
Don Pasquale

 (1843).










donjon

 
/ˈdänjən ˈdənjən/





I.
 
noun




the great tower or innermost keep of a castle.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of dungeon
 .





Don Juan

 
/ˌdän ˈ(h)wän/





I.
 
a legendary Spanish nobleman known for his dissolute life and for seducing women.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Don Juan

 )
 — a seducer of women; a libertine.










donkey

 
/ˈdôNGkē ˈdäNGkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated hoofed mammal of the horse family with long ears and a braying call, used as a beast of burden; an ass.

[
Equus asinus

 , family 
Equidae

 , descended from the wild ass of Africa.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid or foolish person.








II.
 
phrases





donkey's years








‹informal›

 a very long time




•
 
we've been close friends for donkey's years.





















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally pronounced to rhyme with 
monkey

 ): perhaps from dun
 1
 , or from the given name 
Duncan

 .





donkey engine

 
/ˈdäNGkē ˈdôNGkē ˈenjən/






noun




a small or auxiliary engine, especially on a ship.













donkeywork

 
/ˈdôNGkēˌwərk /

 
donkey work






noun






‹informal›

 the boring or laborious part of a job; drudgery




•
 
supervisors who get a research student to do the donkeywork.



















Donna

 
/ˈdänə/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address for an Italian woman.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
domina

 ‘mistress,’ feminine of 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’





Donnan equilibrium

 
/ˌdänən ˌēkwəˈlibrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the equilibrium reached between two ionic solutions separated by a semipermeable membrane when one or more of the kinds of ion present cannot pass through the membrane. The result is a difference in osmotic pressure and electrical potential between the solutions.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Frederick G. 
Donnan

 (1870–1956), British physical chemist.





Donne, John

 
/dən/






(1572–1631), English poet and clergyman. A metaphysical poet, he is noted for his 
Satires

 (
c.

 1590–99), 
Elegies

 (
c.

 1590–99), and love poems, which appeared in the collection 
Songs and Sonnets

 . As dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, he was one of the most celebrated preachers of his age.









donnée

 
/däˈnā /

 
donné





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subject or theme of a narrative.




2.
 
a basic fact or assumption.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘given.’





Donner Pass

 
/ˌdänər ˈpas/






a site in the Sierra Nevada in northeastern California where some members of an 1844 emigrant party survived a blizzard partly by eating the dead.









donnish

 
/ˈdäniSH/





I.
 
adjective




thought to resemble or suit a college don, particularly because of a pedantic, scholarly manner.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
donnishly






adverb













2.
 
donnishness






noun





















donnybrook

 
/ˈdänēˌbro͝ok/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a scene of uproar and disorder; a heated argument




•
 
raucous ideological donnybrooks.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of a suburb of Dublin, Ireland, formerly famous for its annual fair.






donor

 
/ˈdōnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who donates something, especially money to a fund or charity




•
 
an anonymous donor has given $25




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
loans from rich donor countries.










2.
 
a person who provides blood for transfusion, semen for insemination, or an organ or tissue for transplantation.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 an atom or molecule that provides electrons in forming a coordinate bond.




4.
 


[Physics]

 an impurity atom in a semiconductor that contributes a conducting electron to the material.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
doneur

 , from Latin 
donator

 , from 
donare

 ‘give.’





donor fatigue






noun




a lessening of public willingness to respond generously to charitable appeals, resulting from the frequency of such appeals.













do-nothing





I.
 
noun




a person who is idle or lacks ambition.








II.
 
adjective




idle or lacking ambition.














Don Quixote

 
/ˌdän kēˈhōdē ˌdän kēˈhōdā ˌdän ˈkwiksət/






the hero of a romance (1605–15) by Cervantes, a satirical account of chivalric beliefs and conduct. The character of Don Quixote is typified by a romantic vision and naive, unworldly idealism.









don't

 
/dōnt/





I.
 
contraction




do not




•
 
they really don't know what will happen.




•
 
I see a face I don't recognize.














II.
 
phrases





dos and don'ts






see do
 1
 .















usage:

 
Don't

 is a contraction of 
do not

 . It is often used informally, especially in speech, as the equivalent of 
does not

 —as in, for example, she don't drink tea —but this is not standard English and should be avoided in writing.






doodad

 
/ˈdo͞oˌdad/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a trivial ornament or gadget, especially one whose name the speaker does not know or cannot recall




•
 
the latest electronic doodads.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





doodle

 
/ˈdo͞odl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scribble absentmindedly




•
 
he was only doodling in the margin.














II.
 
noun




a rough drawing made absentmindedly.








III.
 
derivatives





doodler

 
/-d(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally as a noun denoting a fool, later as a verb in the sense ‘make a fool of, cheat’): from Low German 
dudeltopf

 , 
dudeldopp

 ‘simpleton.’ Current senses date from the 1930s.






doodlebug

 
/ˈdo͞odlˌbəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 the larva of an ant lion.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 an unscientific device for locating oil or minerals; a divining rod.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 informal term for V-1
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 1): from 17th-cent. 
doodle

 ‘ninny’ + bug
 .





doodly-squat

 
/ˌdo͞od(ə)lēˈskwät /

 
doodly






pronoun




another term for diddly-squat
 .













doo-doo

 
/ˈdo͞odo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 excrement




•
 
they should fine people if they are not carrying a bag for their dog's doo-doo




•
 


‹figurative›

 when our fax machine isn't working, we're 
in deep doo-doo

 .

















– origin

 1950s (originally a child's word): reduplicated respelling of do
 1
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).





doofus

 
/ˈdo͞ofəs /

 
dufus





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 1960s: perhaps an alteration of goofus
 , or from Scots 
doof

 ‘dolt.’





doohickey

 
/ˈdo͞oˌhikē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a small object or gadget, especially one whose name the speaker does not know or cannot recall




•
 
a garage filled with electronic parts and other valuable doohickeys.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally servicemen's slang): blend of doodad
 and hickey
 .





dookie

 
/ˈdo͞okē /

 
dooky





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 excrement




•
 
dog dookie




•
 


‹figurative›

 we're in some deep dookie, folks.

















– origin

 1960s: origin unknown.





doolally

 
/ˌdo͞oˈlälē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 temporarily deranged or feebleminded




•
 
Uncle Orville's gone doolally again.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: originally 
doolally tap

 , Indian army slang, from 
Deolali

 (the name of a town with a military sanatorium and a transit camp) + Urdu 
tap

 ‘fever.’





Dooley, Thomas Anthony

 
/ˈdo͞olē/






(1927–61), US physician and writer. He established medical missions in Laos in 1956 as well as hospitals in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. In 1957, he established Medico, an international medical aid mission. He wrote about his experiences in 
Deliver Us from Evil

 (1956), 
The Edge of Tomorrow

 (1958), and 
The Night They Burned the Mountain

 (1960).









doolie

 
/ˈdo͞olē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a freshman at the US Air Force Academy.











– origin

 from Hindi 
ḍolī

 , diminutive of 
ḍolā

 ‘cradle or litter.’





Doolittle, Hilda

 
/ˈdo͞oˌlitl/






(1886–1961), US poet; pseudonym 
H.D.

 From 1911, she lived in London. Her work shows the influence of Ezra Pound and other imagist poets; it also shows the influence of classical mythology.










doom

 
/do͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
death, destruction, or some other terrible fate




•
 
the aircraft was sent crashing 
to its doom

 in the water.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (in Christian belief) the Last Judgment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be doomed

 )


1.
 
condemn to certain destruction or death




•
 
fuel was spilling out of the damaged wing and the aircraft was doomed.










2.
 
cause to have an unfortunate and inescapable outcome




•
 
her plan was 
doomed to

 failure.














III.
 
phrases





doom and gloom

 
gloom and doom






a general feeling of pessimism or despondency




•
 
the national feeling of doom and gloom.





















– origin

 Old English 
dōm

 ‘statute, judgment,’ of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘to put in place’; related to do
 1
 .





doomed

 
/do͞omd/






adjective




likely to have an unfortunate and inescapable outcome; ill-fated




•
 
the moving story of their doomed love affair.



















doom-laden

 
/ˈdo͞om ˌlādn/






adjective




conveying a sense of tragedy




•
 
a doom-laden speech.



















doom-monger






noun




a person who predicts disaster




•
 
the situation is nowhere near as critical as doom-mongers will have you believe.



















doomsayer

 
/ˈdo͞omˌsāər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who predicts disaster, especially in politics or economics.








II.
 
derivatives





doomsaying

 
/-ˌsāiNG /






noun






















doomsday

 
/ˈdo͞omzˌdā /

 
domesday





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the last day of the world's existence.




2.
 
(in Christian belief) the day of the Last Judgment.




3.
 
a time or event of crisis or great danger


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
in all the concern over greenhouse warming, one 
doomsday scenario

 stands out.














II.
 
phrases





till doomsday








‹informal›

 forever




•
 
we'll be here till doomsday if you don't hurry up.





















– origin

 Old English 
dōmes dæg

 (see doom
 , day
 ).





doomy

 
/ˈdo͞omē/





I.
 
adjective




suggesting or predicting disaster; ominous




•
 
doomy forecasts.














II.
 
derivatives





doomily

 
/-məlē /






adverb






















door

 
/dôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hinged, sliding, or revolving barrier at the entrance to a building, room, or vehicle, or in the framework of a cupboard.




2.
 
a doorway




•
 
she walked through the door.










3.
 
used to refer to the distance from one building in a row to another




•
 
they lived within three doors of each other.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the door






on admission to an event rather than in advance




•
 
tickets will be available at the door.















2.
 
close (or shut) the door on (or to)






exclude the opportunity for




•
 
she had closed the door on ever finding out what he was feeling.















3.
 
(from) door to door





a.
 
from start to finish of a journey




•
 
the trip from door to door could take more than four hours.










b.
 
visiting all the houses in an area to sell or publicize something




•
 
he went from door to door selling insurance policies




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a door-to-door salesman.















4.
 
lay something at someone's door






regard someone as responsible for something




•
 
the failure is laid at the door of the government.















5.
 
leave the door open






ensure that there is still an opportunity for something




•
 
he is leaving the door open for future change.















6.
 
open the door to






create an opportunity for




•
 
her research has opened the door to a deeper understanding of the subject.















7.
 
out of doors







/ˈˌoud əv ˈdô(ə)rz /

 — in or into the open air




•
 
food tastes even better out of doors.















8.
 
show someone the door






see show
 .












III.
 
derivatives





doored






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a glass-doored desk

























– origin

 Old English 
duru

 , 
dor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
deur

 ‘door’ and German 
Tür

 ‘door,’ 
Tor

 ‘gate’; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
foris

 ‘gate’ and Greek 
thura

 ‘door.’





doorbell

 
/ˈdôrbel/






noun




a bell in a building that can be rung by visitors outside to signal their arrival.













doorbuster

 
/ˈdôrˌbəstər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (in retailing) a special discount price available for a limited period, typically during special early-opening hours.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a firearm with special attachments for forcing entry through a door.













do-or-die

 
/ˌdo͞o ər ˈdī/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's attitude or a situation) showing or requiring a determination not to compromise or be deterred




•
 
the mercenaries fought with a do-or-die resolution.



















doorframe

 
/ˈdôrfrām /

 
door frame






noun




the frame in a doorway into which a door is fitted.














doorjamb

 
/ˈdôrjam/






noun




each of the two upright parts of a doorframe, on one of which the door is hung.













doorkeeper

 
/ˈdôrˌkēpər/






noun




a person on duty at the entrance to a building.













doorknob

 
/ˈdôrnäb/






noun




a handle on a door that is turned to release the latch.














door knocker






noun




a metal or wooden instrument hinged to a door and rapped by visitors to attract attention and gain entry.













doorman

 
/ˈdôrˌman ˈdôrˌmən/






noun




a man such as a porter, bouncer, or janitor who is on duty at the entrance to a large building.













doormat

 
/ˈdôrmat/






noun



1.
 
a mat placed in a doorway, on which people can wipe their shoes on entering a building.




2.
 
a submissive person who allows others to dominate them




•
 
to put up with such treatment you must be either a saint or a doormat.




















doornail

 
/ˈdôrnāl/





I.
 
noun




a stud set in a door for strength or as an ornament.








II.
 
phrases





(as) dead as a doornail






quite dead.

















Door Peninsula






a resort region in northeastern Wisconsin that lies between Green Bay and Lake Michigan.









doorplate

 
/ˈdôrplāt/






noun




a plate on the door of a house or room that gives information about the occupant.













doorpost

 
/ˈdôrpōst/






noun




another term for doorjamb
 .













door prize






noun




a prize awarded by lottery to the holder of a ticket purchased or distributed at a dance, party, or other function.













doorsill

 
/ˈdôrsil/






noun




the sill or threshold of a doorway.













doorstep

 
/ˈdôrstep/





I.
 
noun




a step leading up to the outer door of a house.








II.
 
phrases





on one's (or the) doorstep






situated very close by




•
 
the airport is on my doorstep, so flying is easy.























doorstop

 
/ˈdôrstäp /

 
doorstopper






noun



1.
 
a fixed or heavy object that keeps a door open or stops it from banging against a wall.




2.
 
a heavy or bulky object (used especially in reference to a thick book)




•
 
his sixth novel is a thumping 400-page doorstop.



















doorway

 
/ˈdôrwā/






noun




an entrance to a room or building through a door




•
 
Beth stood there in the doorway




•
 


‹figurative›

 the doorway to success.



















dooryard

 
/ˈdôryärd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a yard or garden by the door of a house.













do-over

 
/ˈdo͞oˌōvər/






noun






‹informal›

 an opportunity to try or perform something a second time




•
 
if Smokey sings off key, he gets a do-over.



















doo-wop

 
/ˈdo͞owäp/





I.
 
noun




a style of pop music marked by the use of close harmony vocals using nonsense phrases, originating in the US in the 1950s.








II.
 
derivatives





doo-wopper






noun



















– origin

 imitative.





doozy

 
/ˈdo͞ozē /

 
doozie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 something outstanding or unique of its kind




•
 
it's gonna be a doozy of a black eye.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






dopa

 
/ˈdōpə/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is present in nervous tissue as a precursor of dopamine, used in the treatment of Parkinson's disease.

See also L-dopa
 . [An amino acid; alternative name 
dihydroxyphenylalanine

 ; chem. formula: C9
 H11
 NO4
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, acronym from the systematic name.





dopamine

 
/ˈdōpəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound present in the body as a neurotransmitter and a precursor of other substances including epinephrine.

[Alternative name: 
3,4-dihydroxyphenylethylamine

 ; chem. formula: C8
 H11
 NO2
 .]











– origin

 1950s: blend of dopa
 and amine
 .





dopaminergic

 
/ˌdōpəmēˈnərjik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 releasing or involving dopamine as a neurotransmitter. Drugs with this effect are used in the treatment of Parkinson's disease and some psychiatric disorders; some are subject to abuse.











– origin

 1960s: from 
dopamine

 + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + 
-ic

 .





dopant

 
/ˈdōpənt/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a substance used to produce a desired electrical characteristic in a semiconductor.











– origin

 1960s: from the verb dope
 + -ant
 .






dope

 
/dōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a drug taken illegally for recreational purposes, especially marijuana or heroin.




2.
 
a drug given to a racehorse or greyhound to inhibit or enhance its performance.




3.
 
a drug taken by an athlete to improve performance


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he failed a dope test.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid person




•
 
though he wasn't an intellectual giant, he was no dope, either.










5.
 


‹informal›

 information about a subject, especially if not generally known




•
 
our reviewer will give you 
the dope on

 hot spots around the town.










6.
 
a varnish applied to the fabric surface of model aircraft to strengthen them and keep them airtight.




7.
 
a thick liquid used as a lubricant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
administer drugs to (a racehorse, greyhound, or athlete) in order to inhibit or enhance sporting performance




•
 
the horse was doped before the race.










2.
 
(
be doped up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be heavily under the influence of drugs, typically illegal ones




•
 
he was so doped up that he can't remember a thing.










3.
 
treat (food or drink) with drugs




•
 
maybe they had doped her Perrier.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 regularly take illegal drugs.




5.
 
smear or cover with varnish or other thick liquid




•
 
she doped the surface with photographic emulsion.










6.
 


[Electronics]

 add an impurity to (a semiconductor) to produce a desired electrical characteristic.








III.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very good




•
 
that suit is dope!














IV.
 
phrasal verbs





dope something out








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 work out something




•
 
they met to dope out plans for covering the event.


















V.
 
derivatives





doper






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘thick liquid’): from Dutch 
doop

 ‘sauce,’ from 
doopen

 ‘to dip, mix.’





dopester

 
/ˈdōpstər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who collects and supplies information, typically on sporting events or elections




•
 
they are 
inside dopesters

 with special access to the racing world.



















dopey

 
/ˈdōpē /

 
dopy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 stupefied by sleep or a drug




•
 
she was under sedation and a bit dopey.










2.
 


‹informal›

 idiotic




•
 
did you ever hear such dopey names?














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dopily

 
/ˈdōpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dopiness

 
/ˈdōpēnəs /






noun





















doppelgänger

 
/ˈdäpəlˌɡaNGər/





I.
 
noun




an apparition or double of a living person




•
 
he has a doppelgänger named Donald, his invented twin brother.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘double-goer.’





Doppler, Christian

 
/ˈdäplər/






(1803–53), Austrian physicist. In 1842, he discovered what is now known as the Doppler effect.









Doppler broadening






noun






[Physics]

 the broadening of spectral lines as a result of the different velocities of the emitting atoms giving rise to different Doppler shifts.













Doppler effect






noun






[Physics]

 an increase (or decrease) in the frequency of sound, light, or other waves as the source and observer move toward (or away from) each other. The effect causes the sudden change in pitch noticeable in a passing siren, as well as the redshift seen by astronomers.













Doppler radar






noun






[Meteorology]

 a radar tracking system using the Doppler effect to determine the location and velocity of a storm, clouds, precipitation, etc.













Doppler shift






noun






[Physics]

 a change in frequency due to the Doppler effect.













dor

 
/dôr /

 
dor beetle





I.
 
noun




a large black dung beetle that makes a droning sound in flight and excavates burrows in which its young develop.

[Family 
Geotrupidae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 Old English (denoting a bee or buzzing fly), probably imitative.






dorado

 
/dəˈrädō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a South American freshwater fish with a golden body and red fins, popular as a game fish.

[
Salminus maxillosus

 , family 
Characidae

 .]




2.
 
another term for mahimahi
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘gilded,’ from late Latin 
deauratus

 , from 
deaurare

 ‘to gild over’ (see also dory
 1
 ).





Dorado

 
/dəˈrädō /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Goldfish), containing most of the Large Magellanic Cloud.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Doradus

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star R Doradus.













– origin

 Spanish (see dorado
 ).





do-rag

 
doo-rag





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a scarf or cloth worn on the head, typically with its ends or corners tied together in the back




•
 
a young man dressed in baggy pants and a do-rag.

















– origin

 1960s: from do
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun) + rag
 1
 .





Dorati, Antal

 
/ˈdôräti, dôˈrätē/






(1906–88), US composer and conductor; born in Hungary. He was musical director of symphonies in Dallas 1945–49, Minneapolis 1949–60, Stockholm 1966–70, Washington, DC 1970–77, and Detroit 1977–81.









Dorchester

 
/ˈdôrCHəstər, -ˌCHestər/






a residential section of Boston in Massachusetts, south of downtown.









Dordogne

 
/dôrˈdōn/





I.
 
a river in western France that rises in the Auvergne region and flows west for 297 miles (472 km) to meet the Garonne River and form the Gironde estuary.




II.
 
a department in southwestern France. It contains caves that have yielded remains of early humans and their artifacts and art, such as at Lascaux.










Dordrecht

 
/ˈdôrdreKHt ˈdôrdrekt/






an industrial city and river port in the Netherlands, near the mouth of the Rhine (there called the Waal) River, 12 miles (19 km) southeast of Rotterdam; pop. 118,182 (2008).

Also called Dort
 .










Dorian

 
/ˈdôrēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Hellenic people speaking the Doric dialect of Greek, thought to have entered Greece from the north 
c.

 1100 
BC

 . They settled in Peloponnesus and later colonized Sicily and southern Italy.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Dorian people or to Doris in central Greece.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Dōrios

 ‘of Doris’ + -ian
 .





Dorian mode






noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale D–D (containing a minor 3rd and minor 7th).













Doric

 
/ˈdôrik ˈdärik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a classical order of architecture characterized by a sturdy fluted column and a thick square abacus resting on a rounded molding.




2.
 
relating to or denoting the ancient Greek dialect of the Dorians.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a dialect) broad; rustic.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Doric order of architecture.




2.
 
the ancient Greek dialect of the Dorians.




3.
 
a broad or rustic dialect, especially the dialect spoken in northeastern Scotland.

[by association with the ancient Greek dialect, perceived as rustic.]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Dōrikos

 , from 
Dōrios

 (see Dorian
 ).






dork

 
/dôrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a dull, slow-witted, or socially inept person.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 the penis.











– origin

 1960s (originally US, in the sense ‘penis’): perhaps a variant of dirk
 , influenced by dick
 1
 .





dorky

 
/ˈdôrkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 socially inept or awkward




•
 
he teases all the dorky kids.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unfashionable




•
 
why would anyone wear such dorky glasses?














II.
 
derivatives





dorkiness

 
/ˈdôrkēnəs /






noun





















dorm

 
/dôrm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a dormitory.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






dormant

 
/ˈdôrmənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) having normal physical functions suspended or slowed down for a period of time; in or as if in a deep sleep




•
 
dormant butterflies




•
 


‹figurative›

 the event evoked memories that she would rather had 
lain dormant

 .










2.
 
(of a plant or bud) alive but not actively growing.




3.
 
(of a volcano) temporarily inactive.




4.
 
(of a disease) causing no symptoms but not cured and liable to recur.




5.
 
[usu. 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) depicted lying with its head on its paws.








II.
 
derivatives





dormancy

 
/ˈdôrmənsē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘fixed in position’ and ‘latent’): from Old French, ‘sleeping,’ present participle of 
dormir

 , from Latin 
dormire

 ‘to sleep.’






dormer

 
/ˈdôrmər /

 
dormer window





I.
 
noun




a window that projects vertically from a sloping roof.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the window of a dormitory or bedroom): from Old French 
dormeor

 ‘dormitory,’ from 
dormir

 ‘to sleep.’






Dormition

 
/dôrˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Orthodox Church) the passing of the Virgin Mary from earthly life.




2.
 
the feast held in honor of Dormition on August 15, corresponding to the Assumption in the Western Church.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from Latin 
dormitio(n-)

 ‘falling asleep,’ from 
dormire

 ‘to sleep.’





dormitory

 
/ˈdôrməˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large bedroom for a number of people in a school or institution.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a university or college hall of residence or hostel.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 denoting a small town or suburb providing a residential area for those who work in a nearby city.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dormitorium

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
dormitorius

 , from 
dormire

 ‘to sleep.’





dormouse

 
/ˈdôrˌmous/





I.
 
noun




an agile mouselike rodent with a hairy or bushy tail, found in Africa and Eurasia. Some kinds are noted for spending long periods in hibernation.

[Family 
Myoxidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
common dormouse

 (
Muscardinus avellanarius

 ) and the 
fat dormouse

 (
Myoxus glis

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin, but associated with French 
dormir

 or Latin 
dormire

 ‘to sleep’ and mouse
 .





doronicum

 
/dəˈränəkəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Doronicum

 in the daisy family, especially (in gardening) leopard's bane.











– origin

 modern Latin (Linnaeus), from modern Greek 
dōronikon

 , from Persian 
darūnak

 .





dorp

 
/dôrp/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly S. African)

 a small rural town or village




•
 
dreary little dorps.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: Dutch, literally ‘village’ (see thorp
 ).






dorsal

 
/ˈdôrsəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — , &


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 of, on, or relating to the upper side or back of an animal, plant, or organ




•
 
a dorsal view of the body




•
 
the dorsal aorta.







Compare with ventral
 .








II.
 
derivatives





dorsally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
dorsalis

 , from Latin 
dorsum

 ‘back.’





dorsal fin






noun






[Zoology]

 an unpaired fin on the back of a fish or whale, e.g., the tall triangular fin of a shark or killer whale.













Dorset

 
/ˈdôrsət/






a county of southwestern England; county town, Dorchester.










dorsi-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of, to, or on the back




•
 
dorsiventral.










2.
 
another term for dorso-
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
dorsum

 ‘back.’





dorsiflex

 
/ˈdôrsəˌfleks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 bend (something, typically the hand or foot) dorsally or toward its upper surface




•
 
the subject dorsiflexed his ankle.














II.
 
derivatives





dorsiflexion

 
/ˌdôrsəˈflekSHən /






noun





















dorsiflexor

 
/ˈdôrsəˌfleksər/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction dorsiflexes the hand or foot.













dorsiventral

 
/ˌdôrsəˈventrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 (of a leaf or other part of a plant) having dissimilar dorsal and ventral surfaces.




2.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 another term for dorsoventral
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dorsiventrality

 
/-venˈtralitē /






noun













2.
 
dorsiventrally






adverb






















dorso-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of, to, or on the back and (what is denoted by the second element)




•
 
dorsoventral.










2.
 
another term for dorsi-
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
dorsum

 ‘back.’





dorsolateral

 
/ˌdôrsōˈladərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 of, relating to, or involving the dorsal and lateral surfaces.








II.
 
derivatives





dorsolaterally






adverb






















dorsoventral

 
/ˌdôrsōˈventrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 extending along or denoting an axis joining the dorsal and ventral surfaces.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 of, relating to, or involving the dorsoventral surfaces.








II.
 
derivatives





dorsoventrally






adverb





















dorsum

 
/ˈdôrsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the dorsal part of an organism or structure.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting a long hill or ridge): from Latin, ‘back.’






Dort

 
/dôrt/






another name for Dordrecht
 .









Dortmund

 
/ˈdôrtmənd/






an industrial city in northwestern Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 587,600 (est. 2006).










dory1


 
/ˈdôrē/





I.
 
noun




a narrow deep-bodied fish with a mouth that can be opened very wide.

[Several genera and species in the families 
Zeidae

 and 
Oreosomatidae

 . See also John Dory
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
dorée

 , feminine past participle of 
dorer

 ‘gild,’ from late Latin 
deaurare

 ‘gild over,’ based on Latin 
aurum

 ‘gold.’ Compare with dorado
 .





dory2


 
/ˈdôrē/





I.
 
noun




a small flat-bottomed rowboat with a high bow and stern, of a kind originally used for fishing in New England.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps from Miskito 
dóri

 ‘dugout.’





doryphore

 
/ˈdôrəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a pedantic and annoyingly persistent critic.











– origin

 1950s (introduced by Sir Harold Nicolson): from French, literally ‘Colorado beetle,’ from Greek 
doruphoros

 ‘spearcarrier.’





DoS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 denial of service.














DOS

 
/dôs/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 disk operating system, an operating system originally developed for IBM personal computers.














dos-à-dos

 
/ˌdōzəˈdō/





I.
 
adjective




(of two books) bound together with a shared central board and facing in opposite directions.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a seat or carriage in which the occupants sit back to back.




2.
 
variant spelling of do-si-do
 .








III.
 
verb




variant spelling of do-si-do
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘back to back.’





dosage

 
/ˈdōsij/






noun



1.
 
the size or frequency of a dose of a medicine or drug




•
 
a dosage of 450 milligrams a day




•
 
there are recommendations about dosage for elderly patients.










2.
 
a level of exposure to or absorption of ionizing radiation.














dose

 
/dōs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of a medicine or drug taken or recommended to be taken at a particular time




•
 
he took 
a dose of

 cough medicine.










2.
 
an amount of ionizing radiation received or absorbed at one time or over a specified period




•
 


a dose of

 radiation exceeding safety limits.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a venereal infection.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a quantity of something regarded as analogous to medicine in being necessary but unpleasant




•
 
I wanted to give you 
a dose of

 the hell you put me through.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
administer a dose to (a person or animal)




•
 
he 
dosed

 himself 
with

 vitamins.










2.
 
adulterate or blend (a substance) with another substance




•
 
the champagne was 
dosed with

 sugar.














III.
 
phrases





in small doses








‹informal›

 when experienced or engaged in a little at a time




•
 
computer games are great in small doses.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, via late Latin from Greek 
dosis

 ‘gift,’ from 
didonai

 ‘give.’





dose equivalent






noun




an estimate of the biological effect of a dose of ionizing radiation, calculated by multiplying the dose received by a factor depending on the type of radiation. It is measured in sieverts.













dosha

 
/ˈdōSHə, /





I.
 
noun




(in Ayurvedic medicine) each of three energies believed to circulate in the body and govern physiological activity.











– origin

 Sanskrit 
doṣa

 , literally ‘fault, disease.’






do-si-do

 
/ˌdōsēˈdō /

 
dos-à-dos





I.
 
noun




(in square dancing, and other country dancing) a figure in which two dancers pass around each other back to back and return to their original positions.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance a do-si-do.











– origin

 1920s: alteration of dos-à-dos
 .





dosimeter

 
/dōˈsimidər/





I.
 
noun




a device used to measure an absorbed dose of ionizing radiation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dosimetric

 
/ˌdōsəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
dosimetry

 
/dōˈsimətrē /






noun






















Dos Passos, John

 
/däs ˈpasəs/






(1896–1970), US novelist; full name 
John Roderigo Dos Passos

 . He is known for his portrayal of life in the US in such novels as 
Manhattan Transfer

 (1925) and 
U.S.A.

 (1938).









doss

 
/däs /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sleep (in rough or inexpensive accommodations)




•
 
he 
dossed down

 on a friend's floor.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of sleeping in rough accommodations.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a bed in a cheap lodging house.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps based on Latin 
dorsum

 ‘back.’





dossal

 
/ˈdäsəl/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental cloth hung behind an altar in a church or at the sides of a chancel.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting an ornamental cloth to cover the back of a seat): from medieval Latin 
dossale

 , from late Latin 
dorsalis

 ‘on the back’ (see dorsal
 ).





dosshouse

 
/ˈdäsˌhous/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a cheap lodging house, especially for homeless people and tramps.













dossier

 
/ˈdôsēˌā ˈdäsēˌā/





I.
 
noun




a collection of documents about a particular person, event, or subject




•
 
we have a 
dossier on

 him




•
 


a dossier of

 complaints.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, denoting a bundle of papers with a label on the back, from 
dos

 ‘back,’ based on Latin 
dorsum

 .





dost

 
/dəst/






archaic second person singular present of do
 1
 .









Dostoevsky, Fyodor

 
/ˌdästəˈyefskē /

 
Dostoyevsky






(1821–81), Russian novelist; full name 
Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky

 . His novels reveal his psychological insight, savage humor, and concern with the religious, political, and moral problems posed by human suffering. Notable works: 
Crime and Punishment

 (1866), 
The Idiot

 (1868), and 
The Brothers Karamazov

 (1880).










dot1


 
/dät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round mark or spot




•
 
a symbol depicted in colored dots.










2.
 
a dot written or printed as part of an 
i

 or 
j

 , as a diacritical mark, as one of a series of marks to signify omission, or as a period.




3.
 


[Music]

 a dot used to denote the lengthening of a note or rest by half, or to indicate staccato.




4.
 
the shorter signal of the two used in Morse code.

Compare with dash
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).




5.
 
used to refer to an object that appears tiny because it is far away




•
 
the desert shrank figures to mere dots.










6.
 
used to indicate the punctuation separating parts of an email or website address




•
 
drop me a note at heatvision dot com.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a small spot or spots




•
 
wet spots of rain began to dot his shirt.










2.
 
(of a number of items) be scattered over (an area)




•
 
churches dot the countryside.










3.
 
place a dot over (a letter)




•
 
you need to dot the i.










4.
 


[Music]

 mark (a note or rest) to show that the time value is increased by half


(as 
adj.

 
dotted

 )


•
 
a dotted quarter note.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dot the i's and cross the t's








‹informal›

 ensure that all details are correct.









2.
 
on the dot








‹informal›

 exactly on time




•
 
he arrived on the dot at nine o'clock.


















IV.
 
derivatives





dotter






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dott

 ‘head of a boil.’ The word is recorded only once in Old English, then not until the late 16th cent., when it is found in the sense ‘a small lump or clot,’ perhaps influenced by Dutch 
dot

 ‘a knot.’ The sense ‘small mark or spot’ dates from the mid 17th cent.





dot2


 
/dät/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a dowry, particularly one from which only the interest or annual income was available to the husband.











– origin

 from French, from Latin 
dos

 , 
dot-

 ‘dowry’ (see dower
 ).





DOT






abbreviation




Department of Transportation.














dotage

 
/ˈdōdij/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the period of life in which a person is old and weak




•
 
you could live here and look after me 
in my dotage

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from dote
 + -age
 .





dotard

 
/ˈdōdərd/





I.
 
noun




an old person, especially one who has become weak or senile.











– origin

 late Middle English: from dote
 + -ard
 .





dot-bomb

 
dot.bomb





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an unsuccessful dot-com company




•
 
many promising Internet start-ups ended up as dot-bombs.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
dot-com

 .





dot-com

 
/dätˈkäm /

 
dot.com






noun




a company that relies largely or exclusively on Internet commerce.













dot-commer

 
dot.commer






noun




someone who works for or owns an Internet-based company.














dote

 
/dōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
dote on/upon

 )
 — be extremely and uncritically fond of




•
 
she doted on her two young children.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 be silly or feebleminded, especially as a result of old age




•
 
the parson is now old and dotes.














II.
 
derivatives





doter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘act or talk foolishly’): of uncertain origin; related to Middle Dutch 
doten

 ‘be silly.’





doth

 
/dəTH/






archaic third person singular present of do
 1
 .









Dothan

 
/ˈdōTHən/






a city in southeastern Alabama, near the Florida border; pop. 66,505 (est. 2008).









doting

 
/ˈdōdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




extremely and uncritically fond of someone; adoring




•
 
she was spoiled outrageously by her doting father.














II.
 
derivatives





dotingly

 
/ˈdōdiNGlē /






adverb





















dot matrix






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a grid of dots that are filled selectively to produce an image on a screen or paper




•
 
a dot matrix display board.



















dot matrix printer

 
/ˈˌdät ˈmātriks ˌprin(t)ər/






noun




a printer that forms images of letters, numbers, etc., from a number of tiny dots.













dot-org

 
dot.org





I.
 
noun




a nonprofit organization that conducts its business on the Internet.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to nonprofit business conducted on the Internet.











– origin

 from 
.org

 in an Internet address, typically indicating a noncommercial site.





dot product






noun




another term for inner product
 .













dotted line

 
/ˌdädəd ˈlīn/






noun



1.
 
a line made up of dots or dashes (often used in reference to the space left for a signature on a contract)




•
 
Adam 
signed on the dotted line

 .










2.
 
an indirect, informal, or secondary line of responsibility within an organization (as represented by a dotted line on an organizational chart)




•
 
I report to Hal Jones, our CFO, with a dotted line to the audit committee.



















dotted rhythm






noun






[Music]

 rhythm in which the beat is unequally subdivided into a long dotted note and a short note.














dotterel

 
/ˈdädərəl/





I.
 
noun




a small plover with a brown streaked back and a chestnut or buff belly with black below. Dotterels breed in mountainous areas and in the tundra.

[Genus 
Eudromias

 , family 
Charadriidae

 : two species, esp. the Eurasian 
E. morinellus

 , which is noted for its tameness.]











– origin

 Middle English: from dote
 (so named because it is easily caught) + -rel
 . Compare with dodo
 .





dottle

 
/ˈdädl/





I.
 
noun




a remnant of tobacco left in a pipe after smoking.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a plug for a barrel or other container): from dot
 1
 + -le
 1
 .





dotty

 
/ˈdädē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person, action, or idea) somewhat mad or eccentric




•
 
he was slightly dotty by the end of his second term.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dottily

 
/ˈdätəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dottiness

 
/ˈdädēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
dote

 ‘simpleton, fool,’ apparently from Dutch 
dote

 ‘folly.’





Douala

 
/do͞oˈälə/






the chief port of and largest city in Cameroon; pop. 1,776,000 (est. 2007).









douane

 
/dwän/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a custom house in France or other Mediterranean countries.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
do(g)ana

 , from Arabic 
dīwān

 ‘office,’ from Persian 
dīwān

 (see divan
 ). Compare with diwan
 .





Douay Bible

 
/ˈdo͞oā ˌbībəl /

 
Douay version






noun




an English translation of the Bible formerly used in the Roman Catholic Church, completed at Douai in France early in the 17th century.














double

 
/ˈdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of two equal, identical, or similar parts or things




•
 
the double doors.










2.
 
having twice the usual size, quantity, or strength




•
 
she sipped a double brandy.










3.
 
designed to be used by two people




•
 
a double bed.










4.
 
having two different roles or interpretations, especially in order to deceive or confuse




•
 
the 
double life

 of a freelance secret agent.










5.
 
having some essential part or feature twice, in particular




6.
 
(of a flower variety) having more than one circle of petals




•
 
large double blooms.










7.
 
(of a domino) having the same number of dots on each half.




8.
 
used to indicate that a letter or number occurs twice in succession




•
 
“otter” is spelled with a double t.










9.
 


[Music]

 lower in pitch by an octave.








II.
 
predeterminer




twice as much or as many




•
 
the jail now houses almost double the number of prisoners it was designed for




•
 
I'll pay double what I paid last time.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
at or to twice the amount or extent




•
 
you have to be careful, and this counts double for older people.










2.
 
as two instead of the more usual one




•
 
she thought she was seeing double.














IV.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is twice as large as usual or is made up of two standard units or things




•
 
join the two sleeping bags together to make a double.










2.
 
a double measure of liquor.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 a hit that allows the batter to reach second base safely




•
 
Sabo came home on a double by O'Neill.










4.
 
a type of bet in which two selections are made, with any winnings from the first being transferred to the second.




5.
 


[Bridge]

 a call that will increase the points won if the declarer is successful, or increase the penalty points won by the defenders if the declarer fails to make the contract.




6.
 


[Darts]

 a hit on the narrow ring enclosed by the two outer circles of a dartboard, scoring double.




7.
 
a person who looks exactly like another




•
 
you could pass yourself off as his double.










8.
 
a person who stands in for an actor in a film.




9.
 
an apparition of a living person




•
 
she had seen her husband's double.










10.
 
(
doubles

 )
 — (especially in tennis and badminton) a game or competition involving sides made up of two players




•
 
the semifinals of the doubles.














V.
 
pronoun




a number or amount that is twice as large as a contrasting or usual number or amount




•
 
he paid double and had a room all to himself.














VI.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become twice as much or as many




•
 
profits doubled in one year.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make twice as much or as many of (something)




•
 
Clare doubled her income overnight.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 amount to twice as much as




•
 
thy fifty yet doth double five and twenty.










4.
 
(of a member of the armed forces) move at twice the usual speed; run




•
 
I doubled across the deck to join the others.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batter) get a two-base hit




•
 
Strawberry doubled with two outs.










6.
 


[Bridge]

 make a call increasing the value of the penalty points to be scored on an opponent's bid if it wins the auction and is not fulfilled.




7.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 go out on a double date




•
 
they 
doubled with

 his sister and her oafish boyfriend.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fold or bend (paper, cloth, or other material) over on itself




•
 
the muslin is doubled and then laid in a sieve over the bowl.










9.
 
clench (a fist)




•
 
he had one arm around her and the other fist doubled.










10.
 


[Nautical]

 sail around (a headland)




•
 
we struck out seaward to double the headland of the cape.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or thing) be used in or play another, different role




•
 
a laser printer 
doubles as

 a photocopier.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an actor) play (two parts) in the same piece.




13.
 


[Music]

 play two or more musical instruments.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 add the same note in a higher or lower octave to (a note).








VII.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the double






at running speed; very fast




•
 
he disappeared on the double.















2.
 
double or nothing






a gamble to decide whether a loss or debt should be doubled or canceled.












VIII.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
double back






go back in the direction one has come




•
 
he had to double back to pick them up.















2.
 
double down





a.
 


(chiefly US)

 (in blackjack) double a bet after seeing one's initial cards, with the requirement that one additional card be drawn




•
 
the amount only increases when you choose to split or double down




•
 
he 
doubled down on

 a pair and lost.










b.
 
strengthen one's commitment to a particular strategy or course of action, typically one that is potentially risky




•
 
he decided to double down and escalate the war




•
 
the third quarter of the year saw central banks 
doubling down on

 the quantitative easing approach.















3.
 
double up





a.
 
bend over or curl up, typically because one is overcome with pain or mirth




•
 
Billy started to double up with laughter.










b.
 
share a room




•
 
“Where's Jimmy going to sleep?” “He can 
double up with

 Bert.”










c.
 
use the winnings from a bet as stake for another bet.












IX.
 
derivatives





doubler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
duplus

 (see duple
 ). The verb is from Old French 
dobler

 , from late Latin 
duplare

 , from 
duplus

 .





double acrostic






noun




an acrostic in which the first and last letters of each line form a hidden word or words.














double-acting

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈaktiNG/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a device or product that combines two different functions




•
 
double-acting hydraulic shock absorbers




•
 
double-acting baking powder.










2.
 
(of an engine) having pistons pushed from both sides alternately.













double-action

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈakSHən/






adjective



1.
 
another term for double-acting
 :




•
 
double-action moss killer.










2.
 
(of a gun) able to be cocked and fired in one single action.













double agent

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈājənt/






noun




an agent who pretends to act as a spy for one country or organization while in fact acting on behalf of an enemy.













double bar

 
/ˈdəbəl bär/






noun




a pair of closely spaced bar lines marking the end of a piece or section of music.













double-barreled






adjective



1.
 
(of a gun) having two barrels.




2.
 
having two parts or aspects.














double bass

 
/ˌdəbəl ˈbās/






noun




the largest and lowest-pitched instrument of the violin family, providing the bass line of the orchestral string section and also much used in jazz.













double bassoon

 
/ˈdəbəl bəˈso͞on/






noun




another term for contrabassoon
 .













double bill

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈbil/





I.
 
noun




a program of entertainment with two main items or personalities




•
 
a double bill of pianist Donegan and alto sax star Woods.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
charge (different accounts) for the same expenses




•
 
her two restaurants were double-billed for the one refrigerator




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the previous accounting program had a tendency to double-bill.



















double bind

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈbīnd/






noun




a situation in which a person is confronted with two irreconcilable demands or a choice between two undesirable courses of action.













double-bitted ax






noun




an ax with two blades.














double-blind






adjective




denoting a test or trial, especially of a drug, in which any information that may influence the behavior of the tester or the subject is withheld until after the test.

Compare with single-blind
 .













double bluff

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈbləf/






noun




an action or statement that is intended to appear as a bluff but is in fact genuine.













double bogey

 

‹Golf›






I.
 
noun




a score of two strokes over par for a hole.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complete (a hole) in two strokes over par.













double boiler

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈboilər/






noun




a saucepan with a detachable upper compartment heated by boiling water in the lower one.













double bond






noun




a chemical bond in which two pairs of electrons are shared between two atoms.













double-book

 
/ˌdəbəlˈbo͝ok/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be double-booked

 )


1.
 
reserve (something, especially a seat or a hotel room) for two different customers or parties at the same time




•
 
the hotel was double-booked.










2.
 
book (someone) into a seat or room that is already reserved for another.













double-breasted

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈˌbrestəd/






adjective




(of a jacket or coat) having a substantial overlap of material at the front and showing two rows of buttons when fastened.













double bridle






noun




a bridle that has both a curb and a snaffle bit, each with its own set of reins.













double-check

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈˌCHek/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go over (something) for a second time to ensure that it is accurate or safe




•
 
he double-checked our credentials




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
double-check that all windows are firmly locked.



















double chin

 
/ˈdəbəl CHin/





I.
 
noun




a roll of fatty flesh below a person's chin.








II.
 
derivatives





double-chinned

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈˌCHind /






adjective





















double-click

 
/ˌdəbəlˈklik/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
press a computer mouse button twice in quick succession to select a file, program, or function




•
 
to run a window just 
double-click on

 the icon




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
when you double-click this file it should open.



















double-clutch

 
/ˈdəbəlˌkləCH/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 release and reengage the clutch of a vehicle twice when changing gear.













double concerto






noun




a concerto for two solo instruments.













double cream

 
/ˈdəbəl krēm/






noun




British term for heavy cream
 .













double-cross





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive or betray (a person with whom one is supposedly cooperating)




•
 
he was blackmailed into double-crossing his own government.














II.
 
noun




a betrayal of someone with whom one is supposedly cooperating.








III.
 
derivatives





double-crosser

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈkrôsər ˈˌdəbəl ˈkräsər /






noun





















double-cut

 
/ˈdəbəlˌkət/






adjective




(of a file) having two sets of grooves crossing each other diagonally.













double dagger






noun




a symbol (‡) used in printed text to introduce an annotation.













double date

 
//





I.
 
noun




a social outing in which two couples participate.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
double-date

 )


1.
 
take part in a double date.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — accompany (someone) on a double date.













Doubleday, Abner

 
/ˈdəbəlˌdā/






(1819–93), US army officer. A Union general in the Civil War, he was credited in 1908 with creating the modern game of baseball, although this claim has been discounted.









double-dealing

 
/ˌdəbəlˈdēliNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of working to people's disadvantage behind their backs.








II.
 
adjective




working deceitfully to injure others




•
 
she is a backstabbing, double-dealing twister.














III.
 
derivatives





double-dealer

 
/ˌdəbəl ˈdēlər /






noun





















double-decker

 
/ˌdəbəlˈdekər/






noun




something, especially a bus, that has two floors or levels


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a double-decker bus




•
 
double-decker sandwiches.




















double decomposition






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for metathesis
 (
sense

 2).













double denim






noun






‹informal›

 a style of dress in which a denim jacket or shirt is worn with a pair of jeans or a denim skirt, often regarded as a breach of fashion etiquette




•
 
wearing a suit and no socks is a cardinal sin—it's even worse than double denim.



















double-density

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈdensədē/






adjective






[Computing]

 (of a disk) able to store twice as much information as other, older disks of the same physical size.













double-digit

 
/ˈdəbəl ˌdijit/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a number, variable, or percentage) between 10 and 99




•
 
double-digit inflation.














II.
 
noun

 — (
double digits

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for double figures
 .













double-dip

 
/ˌdəb(ə)lˈdip/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a recession during which a period of economic decline is followed by a brief period of growth, followed by a further period of decline




•
 
higher food and energy prices could increase the risk of a double-dip recession.














II.
 
noun




a double-dip recession




•
 
this strategy should help mitigate the risk of the economy falling into a double-dip.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 obtain an income from two different sources, typically in an illicit way.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
double-dipper

 
/ˌdəb(ə)lˈdipər /






noun













2.
 
double-dipping






noun





















double dot





I.
 
noun




(in musical composition or transcription) two dots placed side by side after a note to indicate that it is to be lengthened by three quarters of its value.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or perform (music) with a rhythm of alternating long and short notes in a ratio of approximately seven to one, producing a more marked effect than ordinary dotted rhythm.













double-double






noun






(chiefly Canadian)

 a cup of coffee with a double serving of both sugar and cream.













double dribble





I.
 
noun






[Basketball]

 an illegal dribble that occurs when a player dribbles with both hands simultaneously or interrupts a dribble by holding the ball briefly in one or both hands.








II.
 
verb

 — (
double-dribble

 )


1.
 
commit or be charged with a double dribble.













double dummy






noun






[Bridge]

 a way of playing with two hands exposed, allowing every card to be located, for instructional purposes.













double Dutch

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈdəCH /

 
double dutch






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a jump-rope game played with two long jump ropes swung in opposite directions so that they cross rhythmically


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
three girls jumped double Dutch, the white cords whirring like an electric fan.



















double-dyed

 
/ˌdəbəlˈdīd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an item of clothing) dyed twice in order to give a very deep color.




2.
 
(of a person) thoroughly imbued with a particular quality




•
 
a double-dyed liberal.




















double eagle

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈēɡəl/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a gold coin worth twenty dollars.




2.
 


[Golf]

 a score of three strokes under par at a hole.













double-edged

 
/ˌdəbəlˈejd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a knife or sword) having two cutting edges.




2.
 
having two contradictory aspects or possible outcomes




•
 
the consequences can be double-edged.














II.
 
phrases





a double-edged sword






a situation or course of action having both positive and negative effects.

















double effect






noun




(in ethics) the good and bad effect of an action, compared according to a principle that seeks to justify the action if the bad effect, though foreseen, is outweighed by the good effect.













double-ender

 
/ˌdəbəlˈendər/






noun




a boat in which stern and bow are similarly tapered.













double entendre

 
/ˌdo͞obl änˈtändrə ˌdəbl änˈtändrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or phrase open to two interpretations, one of which is usually risqué or indecent.




2.
 
humor using double entendres.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete French (now 
double entente

 ), ‘double understanding.’





double-entry

 
/dəbəlˈentrē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a system of bookkeeping in which each transaction is entered as a debit in one account and a credit in another.













double exposure

 
/ˈdəbəl ikˈspōZHər ekˈspōZHər/






noun




the repeated exposure of a photographic plate or film to light, often producing ghost images.













double-faced

 
/ˌdəbəlˈfāst/






adjective



1.
 
having two faces




•
 
a double-faced clock.










2.
 
tending to say one thing and do another; deceitful.




3.
 
(of a fabric or material) finished on both sides so that either may be used as the right side.













double fault

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈfôlt/





I.
 
noun






[Tennis]

 an instance of two consecutive faults in serving, counting as a point against the server.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
serve a double fault.













double feature

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈfēCHər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a movie program with two full-length films.














double figures

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈfiɡyərz/






plural noun




a number or amount, especially a percentage, between 10 and 99




•
 
inflation was 
in double figures

 .



















double flat

 
/ˈdəbəl flat/






noun



1.
 
a sign placed before a musical note to indicate that it is to be lowered two semitones.




2.
 
a musical note marked by a double flat or lowered two semitones.













double fugue






noun






[Music]

 a fugue with two subjects, each similarly treated.













double glazing

 
/ˌdəbəl ˈɡlāziNG/





I.
 
noun




windows that have two layers of glass with a space between them, designed to reduce loss of heat and exclude noise.








II.
 
derivatives





double-glaze

 
/ˌdəbəlˈɡlāz /






verb





















double-handed

 
/ˌdəbəlˈhandəd/






adjective



1.
 
made to be lifted or held with two hands




•
 
a long sword with a double-handed hilt.










2.
 
using both hands




•
 
a double-handed backhand.



















double-headed

 
/ˌdəbəlˈhedəd/






adjective



1.
 
having a double head or two heads




•
 
a double-headed monster




•
 
double-headed nails.










2.
 
(of a train) pulled by two locomotives.




3.
 
(of a weapon) having two cutting implements, typically one at each end of the shaft




•
 
a double-headed ax.



















doubleheader

 
/ˌdəbəlˈhedər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sporting event in which two games or contests are played in succession at the same venue, typically between the same teams or players.




2.
 
a train pulled by two locomotives coupled together.













double helix

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈhēliks/






noun




a pair of parallel helices intertwined about a common axis, especially that in the structure of the DNA molecule.













double-hung

 
/ˈdəbəlˌhəNG/






adjective




(of a window) consisting of two sliding vertical sashes.













double indemnity

 
/ˈdəbəl inˈdemnədē/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 provision for payment of double the face amount of an insurance policy under certain conditions, e.g., when death occurs as a result of an accident.













double jeopardy

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈjepərdē/






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the prosecution of a person twice for the same offense.




2.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 risk or disadvantage incurred from two sources simultaneously




•
 
he is 
in double jeopardy

 , unable to speak either language adequately.



















double-jointed

 
/ˌdəbəlˈjoin(t)əd/






adjective




(of a person) having unusually flexible joints, typically those of the fingers, arms, or legs.













double-knit

 
/ˈdəbəlnit/





I.
 
adjective




(of fabric) knit of two joined layers for extra thickness




•
 
a green double-knit suit.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
double

 with reference to the “doubling” of the yarn to four-ply.





double lock

 
/ˌdəbəl ˈläk/





I.
 
noun




a type of spring lock that may be used as a deadbolt by an extra turn of the key.








II.
 
verb

 — (
double-lock

 )


1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten (a door) with two locks, or with a double lock.













double meaning






noun




a word or phrase that is open to more than one interpretation




•
 
the title of the movie has a double meaning




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a double-meaning punchline.



















double negative

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈneɡədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a negative statement containing two negative elements (for example 
didn't say nothing

 ).




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a positive statement in which two negative elements are used to produce the positive force, usu. for some particular rhetorical effect (for example 
there is not nothing to worry about!

 ).











usage:

 According to standard English grammar, a 
double negative

 used to express a single negative, such as I don't know nothing (rather than I don't know anything), is incorrect. The rules dictate that the two negative elements cancel each other out to give an affirmative statement, so that, logically, I don't know nothing means I know something. In practice, this sort of double negative is widespread in dialect and nonstandard usage and rarely causes confusion about the intended meaning. Double negatives are standard in other languages such as Spanish and Polish, and they have not always been unacceptable in English. They were normal in Old English and Middle English and did not come to be frowned upon until some time after the 16th century. The double negative can be used in speech or in written dialogue for emphasis or other rhetorical effects. Such constructions as ‘has not gone unnoticed’ or ‘not wholly unpersuasive’ may be useful for making a point through understatement, but the double negative should be used judiciously because it may cause confusion or annoy the reader.





double-park

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈˌpärk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be double-parked

 )


1.
 
park (a vehicle) alongside one that is already parked at the side of the road.













double play






noun






[Baseball]

 a defensive play in which two players are put out.













double pneumonia

 
/ˈdəbəl n(y)o͞oˈmōnēə n(y)o͞oˈmōnyə/






noun




pneumonia affecting both lungs.













double precision






noun






[Computing]

 the use of twice the usual number of bits to represent a number, giving greater arithmetic accuracy.













double-quick

 
/ˌdəbəlˈkwik/






adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 very quick or quickly


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
I got changed 
in double-quick time






•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
you get upstairs double-quick!



















double reed






noun






[Music]

 a reed with two slightly separated blades, used for playing a wind instrument such as an oboe or bassoon.













double refraction






noun






[Physics]

 division of a single incident light ray or other electromagnetic wave into two separate rays in an anisotropic medium.













double rhyme






noun




a feminine rhyme involving one stressed and one unstressed syllable in each rhyming line.













double salt






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline salt having the composition of a mixture of two simple salts but with a different crystal structure from either.













double sharp

 
/ˈdəbəl SHärp/






noun



1.
 
a sign placed before a musical note to indicate that it is to be raised two semitones.




2.
 
a musical note marked by a double sharp or raised two semitones.













double-sided

 
/ˌdəbəlˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




using or able to be used on both sides




•
 
double-sided adhesive tape.














II.
 
derivatives





double-sidedness






noun





















double-space






verb




type or format with a full space between lines.














doublespeak

 
/ˈdəbəlˌspēk/





I.
 
noun




deliberately euphemistic, ambiguous, or obscure language




•
 
the art of political doublespeak.

















– origin

 1950s: often attributed incorrectly to George Orwell's novel 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 .





double standard

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈstandərd/






noun




a rule or principle that is unfairly applied in different ways to different people or groups




•
 
the smaller pay received by black soldiers demonstrated a double standard.




















double star

 
/ˈdəbəl stär/






noun




two stars physically very close together, as a binary star, or apparently so, as an optical double.













double steal






noun






[Baseball]

 a play in which two base runners each steal a base.













double stop





I.
 
noun




the playing of two notes at once on a violin or similar bowed instrument.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
double-stop






verb













2.
 
double-stopping

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈˌstäpiNG /






noun






















doublet

 
/ˈdəblət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of a pair of similar things, in particular




2.
 
either of two words of the same historical source, but with two different stages of entry into the language and different resultant meanings, for example 
fashion

 and 
faction

 , 
cloak

 and 
clock

 .




3.
 
(
doublets

 )
 — the same number on two dice thrown at once.




4.
 


[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 a pair of associated lines close together in a spectrum or electrophoretic gel.




5.
 
a combination of two simple lenses.




6.
 
a man's short close-fitting padded jacket, commonly worn from the 14th to the 17th century.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, ‘something folded,’ also denoting a fur-lined coat, from 
double

 ‘double.’





double take

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈtāk/






noun




a delayed reaction to something unexpected, immediately after one's first reaction




•
 
Tony glanced at her, then 
did a double take

 .



















double-talk

 
/ˈdəblˌtôk/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 deliberately unintelligible speech combining nonsense syllables and actual words.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for doublespeak
 .













double-team

 
/ˈdəbəltēm /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in ball games, especially basketball) block (an opponent) with two players.








II.
 
noun




an act of double-teaming.













doublethink

 
/ˈdəbəlˌTHiNGk/





I.
 
noun




the acceptance of or mental capacity to accept contrary opinions or beliefs at the same time, especially as a result of political indoctrination.











– origin

 1949: coined by George Orwell in his novel 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 .





double time

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈˌtīm/






noun



1.
 
a rate of pay equal to double the standard rate, sometimes paid for working on holidays or outside normal working hours.




2.
 


[Military]

 a regulation running pace.




3.
 


[Music]

 a rhythm that is twice as fast as an earlier one.













doubleton

 
/ˈdəbəltən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in card games, especially bridge) a pair of cards that are the only cards of their suit in a hand.




2.
 
a pair of people or things.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from double
 , on the pattern of 
singleton

 .





double tonguing





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the use of two alternating movements of the tongue (usually as in sounding 
t

 and 
k

 ) in playing rapid passages on a wind instrument.








II.
 
derivatives





double-tongue






verb





















doubletree

 
/ˈdəbəlˌtrē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a crossbar in front of a wagon with a swingletree at each end, enabling two horses to be harnessed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from double
 , on the pattern of 
singletree

 .





double U





I.
 
noun




the letter W.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: the letter 
W

 represented as a word.






double vision

 
/ˈdəbəl ˈviZHən/






noun




the simultaneous perception of two images, usually overlapping, of a single scene or object.














double whammy

 
/ˈˌdəbəl ˈ(h)wamē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a twofold blow or setback




•
 
a double whammy of taxation and price increases.

















– origin

 1950s: originally with reference to the comic strip 
Li'l Abner

 (see whammy
 ).





double-wide

 
/ˈdəbəlwīd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a semipermanent mobile home consisting of two separate units connected on site




•
 
she left the double-wide empty.



















doubloon

 
/dəˈblo͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Spanish gold coin.











– origin

 from French 
doublon

 or its source, Spanish 
doblón

 , from 
doble

 ‘double’ (so named because the coin was worth double the value of a pistole).





doubly

 
/ˈdəb(ə)lē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to twice the normal extent or degree; especially




•
 
we're going to have to work doubly hard.










2.
 
two times or in two ways




•
 
doubly mutant cells.




















doubt

 
/dout/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of uncertainty or lack of conviction




•
 
some 
doubt

 has been 
cast

 upon the authenticity of this account




•
 
they had doubts that they would ever win.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — feel uncertain about




•
 
I doubt my ability to do the job.










2.
 
question the truth or fact of (something)




•
 
who can doubt the value of these services?




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I doubt if anyone slept that night.










3.
 
disbelieve (a person or their word)




•
 
I have no reason to doubt him.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — feel uncertain, especially about one's religious beliefs.




5.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 fear; be afraid of




•
 
I doubt not your contradictions.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond (a or a shadow of a) doubt






allowing no uncertainty




•
 
you've proved it beyond doubt




•
 
they knew beyond a shadow of a doubt what made them happy.















2.
 
in doubt





a.
 
open to question




•
 
the outcome is no longer in doubt.










b.
 
feeling uncertain about something




•
 
by the age of 14 he was in no doubt about his career aims.















3.
 
no doubt





a.
 
used to indicate the speaker's firm belief that something is true even if evidence is not given or available




•
 
those who left were attracted, no doubt, by higher pay.










b.
 
used to introduce a concession that is subsequently dismissed as unimportant or irrelevant




•
 
they no doubt did what they could to help her, but their best proved insufficient.















4.
 
without (a) doubt






indisputably




•
 
he was without doubt the very worst kind of reporter.


















IV.
 
derivatives





doubtable

 
/ˈdoudəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
doute

 (noun), 
douter

 (verb), from Latin 
dubitare

 ‘hesitate,’ from 
dubius

 ‘doubtful’ (see dubious
 ).





doubter

 
/ˈdoudər/






noun




a person who questions or lacks faith in something; a skeptic




•
 
he had proved all his doubters wrong.



















doubtful

 
/ˈdoutfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling uncertain about something




•
 
he looked doubtful, but gave a nod




•
 
I was 
doubtful of

 my judgment.










2.
 
not known with certainty




•
 
the fire was of doubtful origin.










3.
 
improbable


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it is doubtful whether these programs have any lasting effect.










4.
 
not established as genuine or acceptable




•
 
of doubtful legality.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
doubtfully

 
/ˈdoutfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
doubtfulness

 
/ˈdoutfəlnəs /






noun





















doubting

 
/ˈdoudiNG/





I.
 
adjective




expressing or feeling uncertainty or lack of conviction; skeptical




•
 
some doubting voices were raised over the price




•
 
people look at it through doubting eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





doubtingly

 
/doudiNGlē /






adverb





















doubting Thomas





I.
 
noun




a person who is skeptical and refuses to believe something without proof.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: with biblical allusion to the apostle Thomas (John 20: 24–29).





doubtless

 
/ˈdoutləs/





I.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
used to indicate the speaker's belief that a statement is certain to be true given what is known about the situation




•
 
the company would doubtless find the reduced competition to their liking.










2.
 
used to refer to a desirable outcome as though it were certain




•
 
doubtless you'll solve the problem.














II.
 
derivatives





doubtlessly






adverb





















douce

 
/do͞os/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Scottish)

 sober, gentle, and sedate




•
 
stories which would have outraged their douce minds.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasant, sweet’): from Old French 
dous

 , 
douce

 , from Latin 
dulcis

 ‘sweet.’





douceur

 
/do͞oˈsər/





I.
 
noun




a financial inducement; a gratuity or bribe




•
 
Pericles gave a handsome douceur to the Spartan commanders to withdraw without fighting.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘sweetness.’





douceur de vivre

 
/do͞oˌsər də ˈvēvrə/





I.
 
noun




a way of living that is pleasant and free from worries.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘sweetness of living (or life).’





douche

 
/do͞oSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shower of water




•
 
a daily douche.










2.
 
a jet of liquid applied to part of the body for cleansing or medicinal purposes.




3.
 
a device for washing out the vagina.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an obnoxious or contemptible person, typically a man




•
 
that guy is such a douche.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spray or shower with water.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use a douche as a method of contraception.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun): via French from Italian 
doccia

 ‘conduit pipe,’ from 
docciare

 ‘pour by drops,’ based on Latin 
ductus

 ‘leading’ (see duct
 ).





douchebag

 
/ˈdo͞oSHbaɡ/






noun



1.
 
a small syringe for douching the vagina, especially as a contraceptive measure.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an obnoxious or contemptible person, typically a man.













douchebaggery

 
/ˈdo͞oSHˌbaɡərē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 obnoxious or contemptible behavior




•
 
no one gets away with that much douchebaggery without consequences.



















douchey

 
/ˈdo͞oSHē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (typically of a man or his behavior) obnoxious or contemptible




•
 
she has a history of dating douchey men




•
 
he later apologized for his douchey remarks.




















dough

 
/dō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick, malleable mixture of flour and liquid, used for baking into bread or pastry.




2.
 


‹informal›

 money




•
 
lots of dough.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
doughiness






noun













2.
 
doughy

 
/ˈdōē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dāg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
deeg

 and German 
Teig

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘smear, knead.’





doughboy

 
/ˈdōboi/






noun



1.
 
a boiled or deep-fried dumpling.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a US infantryman, especially one in World War I.

[said to have been a term applied in the Civil War to the large globular brass buttons on the infantry uniform; also said to derive from the use of pipeclay ‘dough’ to clean the white belts worn by infantrymen.]













dough-faced

 
/ˈdōfāst/






adjective






‹informal›

 pasty-faced




•
 
his dough-faced niece.



















doughnut

 
/ˈdōˌnət /

 
donut






noun



1.
 
a small fried cake of sweetened dough, typically in the shape of a ball or ring.




2.
 
a ring-shaped object, in particular a vacuum chamber in some types of particle accelerator.













doughnut hole






noun






(US)

 a small ball-shaped doughnut.




•
 
it's 9:30 on a wintry Saturday morning, and we're sipping coffee and eating doughnut holes.



















doughty

 
/ˈdoudē/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 brave and persistent




•
 
his doughty spirit kept him going.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
doughtily

 
/ˈdoudəlē /






adverb













2.
 
doughtiness






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
dohtig

 , variant of 
dyhtig

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
duchtig

 and German 
tüchtig

 .





Douglas

 
/ˈdəɡləs/





I.
 
the name of a family of US actors.




II.
 


Kirk

 (1916–); born 
Issur Danielovitch Demsky

 . Notable movies: 
Lust for Life

 (1956), 
Spartacus

 (1960), which he also produced, and 
Seven Days in May

 (1964).




III.
 


Michael (Kirk)

 (1944–); son of Kirk. Notable movies: 
The China Syndrome

 (1979), which he also produced, 
Fatal Attraction

 (1987), 
Wall Street

 (1987), and 
Basic Instinct

 (1992).









Douglas, Stephen Arnold






(1813–61), US lawyer and politician; known as the 
Little Giant

 . An Illinois Democrat, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1843–47 and US Senate 1847–61. He is best remembered for the Lincoln-Douglas debates, a series of seven senatorial-campaign debates in 1858 with Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln. He won the Senate seat in 1858, but lost his 1860 bid for the presidency to Lincoln.









Douglas, William Orville






(1898–1980), US Supreme Court associate justice 1939–75. Appointed to the Court by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, he worked to uphold the New Deal programs and was a strong advocate of free speech. He also was noted for defending the environment.










Douglas fir





I.
 
noun




a tall, slender conifer with soft foliage and, in mature trees, deeply fissured bark. It is widely planted as a timber tree.

[Genus 
Pseudotsuga

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common Douglas fir

 (
P. menziesii

 ) of British Columbia and the western US.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after David 
Douglas

 (1798–1834), the Scottish botanist and explorer who introduced it to Europe from North America.





Douglas-Home, Sir Alec

 
/ˌdəɡləs ˈhyo͞om/






(1903–95), British Conservative statesman; prime minister 1963–64; born 
Alexander Frederick Douglas-Home

 .









Douglass, Frederick

 
/ˈdəɡləs/






(1817–95), US abolitionist and writer; born 
Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey

 . He escaped from slavery in 1838 and became an anti-slavery lecturer. He established an anti-slavery newspaper 
North Star

 (1847–64) and published his autobiography, 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

 (1845, revised 1892).









doula

 
/ˈdo͞olə/





I.
 
noun




a woman who is trained to assist another woman during childbirth and who may provide support to the family after the baby is born.











– origin

 1960s: modern Greek, from Greek 
doulē

 ‘female slave.’





Doulton

 
/ˈdōltən, ˈdôltən /

 
Royal Doulton






noun






‹trademark›

 fine, decorative pottery or porcelain made at the British factories of John Doulton (1793–1873) or his successors.













doum palm

 
/ˈdo͞om ˌpä(l)m, ˈdoum ˌpä(l)m/





I.
 
noun




a palm tree with a forked trunk, producing edible fruit and a vegetable ivory substitute. It is native to the Nile region of Upper Egypt.

[
Hyphaene thebaica

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
doum

 from Arabic 
dawm

 , 
dūm

 .





dour

 
/do͝or ˈdou(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective




relentlessly severe, stern, or gloomy in manner or appearance




•
 
a hard, dour, humorless fanatic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dourly

 
/ˈdo͝orlē ˈdou(ə)rlē /






adverb













2.
 
dourness

 
/ˈdo͝ornəs ˈdou(ə)rnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots): probably from Scottish Gaelic 
dúr

 ‘dull, obstinate, stupid,’ perhaps from Latin 
durus

 ‘hard.’






Douro

 
/ˈdôrō/






a river on the Iberian peninsula that rises in central Spain and flows west for 556 miles (900 km) through Portugal to the Atlantic Ocean near Oporto.

Spanish name Duero
 .










douroucouli

 
/ˌdo͝orəˈko͞olē/





I.
 
noun




a large-eyed chiefly nocturnal monkey found in South America.

Also called night monkey
 , owl monkey
 . [Genus 
Aotus

 , family 
Cebidae

 : two or more species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a South American Indian name.






douse

 
/dous /

 
dowse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pour a liquid over; drench




•
 
he doused the car with gasoline and set it on fire.










2.
 
extinguish (a fire or light)




•
 
stewards appeared and the fire was doused




•
 


‹figurative›

 nothing could douse her sudden euphoria.










3.
 


[Sailing]

 lower (a sail) quickly.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps imitative, influenced by souse
 , or perhaps from dialect 
douse

 ‘strike, beat,’ from Middle Dutch and Low German 
dossen

 .






dove1


 
/dəv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stocky seed- or fruit-eating bird with a small head, short legs, and a cooing voice. Doves are generally smaller and more delicate than pigeons, but many kinds have been given both names.

[Family 
Columbidae

 : numerous genera and species; white doves are a variety of the domestic pigeon.]




2.
 
a person who advocates peaceful or conciliatory policies, especially in foreign affairs.

Compare with hawk
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




3.
 
(
Dove

 )
 — (in Christian art and poetry) the Holy Spirit (as represented in John 1:32).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dovelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
dovish

 
/ˈdəviSH /






adjective





dove
 1
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
dúfa

 .





dove2


 
/dōv /

 

‹N. Amer.›







past of dive
 .









Dove, Rita

 
/dōv/






(1952–), US poet and novelist. The youngest poet and the first African-American woman to hold the post of poet laureate of the US (1993–95), her work includes the Pulitzer Prize–winning book of poems 
Thomas and Beulah

 (1986) and the novel 
Through the Ivory Gate

 (1992).









dovecote

 
/ˈdəvˌkōt /

 
dovecot






noun




a shelter with nest holes for domesticated pigeons.













dove gray

 
/ˌdəv ˈɡrā/






noun




a light gray.














dovekie

 
/ˈdəvkē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small, stubby short-billed auk (seabird) with black plumage and white underparts, breeding in the Arctic.

[
Alle alle

 , family 
Alcidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally denoting the black guillemot, 
Cepphus grylle

 , also formerly called the 
Greenland dove

 ): from a Scots diminutive of dove
 1
 .





Dover

 
/ˈdōvər/





I.
 
a ferry port in Kent, in England, on the coast of the English Channel; pop. 35,200 (est. 2009). It is mainland Britain's nearest point to the Continent, being only 22 miles (35 km) from Calais, France.




II.
 
the capital of Delaware, in the central part of the state; pop. 36,107 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an industrial city in southeastern New Hampshire; pop. 28,609 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
a township in southeastern New Jersey, on Barnegat Bay; pop. 89,706 (2000).









Dover, Strait of






a sea passage between England and France that connects the English Channel with the North Sea.










Dover sole

 
/ˈdōvər sōl/






noun




either of two flatfishes that are highly valued as food.

[● a true sole that is common in European waters (
Solea solea

 , family 
Soleidae

 ). ● a relative of the lemon sole found in the eastern Pacific (
Microstomus pacificus

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 ).]













dovetail

 
/ˈdəvˌtāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a joint formed by one or more tapered projections (tenons) on one piece that interlock with corresponding notches or recesses (mortises) in another.




2.
 
a tenon used in a dovetail joint, typically wider at its extremity.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join together by means of a dovetail.




2.
 
fit or cause to fit together easily and conveniently


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
plan to enable parents to dovetail their career and family commitments




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
flights that 
dovetail with

 the working day.



















dove tree






noun




a slender deciduous Chinese tree with flowers that bear large white bracts said to resemble doves' wings, grown as an ornamental.

[
Davidia involucrata

 , family 
Nyssaceae

 .]













Dow

 
/dou/






short for Dow Jones Industrial Average
 :




•
 
the Dow fell sharply that summer.















dowager

 
/ˈdouəjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widow with a title or property derived from her late husband


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the dowager duchess




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
the queen dowager.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a dignified elderly woman.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
douagiere

 , from 
douage

 ‘dower,’ from 
douer

 ‘endow,’ from Latin 
dotare

 ‘endow’ (see dower
 ).





dowager's hump






noun




forward curvature of the spine resulting in a stoop, typically in women with osteoporosis, caused by collapse of the front edges of the thoracic vertebrae.













dowdy

 
/ˈdoudē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, typically a woman, or their clothes) unfashionable and without style in appearance




•
 
she could achieve the kind of casual chic that made every other woman around her look dowdy.














II.
 
noun




a woman who is unfashionably and unattractively dressed.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dowdily

 
/ˈdoudəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dowdiness

 
/ˈdoudēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
dowd

 ‘person of unfashionable appearance’ (of unknown origin) +-y
 1
 .





dowel

 
/ˈdou(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a peg of wood, metal, or plastic without a distinct head, used for holding together components of a structure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten with a dowel or dowels.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Middle Low German 
dovel

 .





doweling

 
/ˈdouəliNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 dowelling






noun




cylindrical rods for cutting into dowels.














dower

 
/ˈdou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widow's share for life of her husband's estate.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a dowry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 give a dowry to.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
douaire

 , from medieval Latin 
dotarium

 , from Latin 
dotare

 ‘endow,’ from 
dos

 , 
dot-

 ‘dowry’; related to 
dare

 ‘give.’





dowitcher

 
/ˈdouiCHər/





I.
 
noun




a wading bird of the sandpiper family, with a long straight bill, breeding in arctic and subarctic North America and eastern Asia.

[Genus 
Limnodromus

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : three species, in particular the 
short-billed dowitcher

 (
L. griseus

 ) and the 
long-billed dowitcher

 (
L. scolopaceus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Iroquoian.






Dow Jones Industrial Average

 
/ˌdou ˌjōnz inˌdəstrēəl ˈav(ə)rij /

 
Dow Jones Average





I.
 
an index of figures indicating the relative price of shares on the New York Stock Exchange, based on the average price of selected stocks.







– origin

 from the name of 
Dow Jones & Co, Inc.

 , a financial news agency founded by Charles H. 
Dow

 (1851–1902) and Edward D. 
Jones

 (
c.

 1855–1920), American economists whose company compiled the first average of US stock prices in 1884.






down1


 
/doun/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward or in a lower place or position, especially to or on the ground or another surface




•
 
she looked down




•
 
the sun started to go down




•
 
he put his glass down




•
 
she flicked the switch up and down




•
 
he swung the ax to chop down the tree.










2.
 
at or to a specified distance below




•
 
you can plainly see the bottom 35 feet down.










3.
 
downstairs




•
 
I went down to put the kettle on.










4.
 
expressing movement or position away from the north




•
 
they're living down south.










5.
 
to or at a place perceived as lower (often expressing casualness or lack of hurry)




•
 
I'd rather be down at the villa




•
 
I'm going down to the arcade.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 away from the capital or major city




•
 
there are eight trains a day, four up and four down.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 away from a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge.




8.
 
(with reference to food or drink swallowed) in or into the stomach




•
 
she couldn't keep anything down.










9.
 
so as to lie or be fixed flush or flat




•
 
she stuck down a Christmas label.










10.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used as a command to a person or animal to sit or lie down




•
 
down, boy!










11.
 
a crossword answer that reads vertically




•
 
how many letters in fifteen down?










12.
 
to or at a lower level of intensity, volume, or activity




•
 
keep the noise down




•
 
the panic was dying down




•
 
at night it would cool down.










13.
 
to or at a lower price, value, or rank




•
 
output was down by 20 percent




•
 
soup is down from 59 cents to 49 cents.










14.
 
to a finer consistency, a smaller amount or size, or a simpler or more basic state




•
 
I must slim down a bit




•
 
a formal statement that can't be edited down




•
 
thin down an oil-based paint with spirits.










15.
 
from an earlier to a later point in time or order




•
 
everyone, from the president 
down to

 the guy selling hot dogs, is outraged.










16.
 
in or into a weaker or worse position, mood, or condition




•
 
the scandal brought down the government




•
 
he was 
down with

 the flu.










17.
 
losing or at a disadvantage by a specified amount




•
 
the Braves, down 7–6, rallied for two runs in the sixth inning.










18.
 
used to express progress through a series of tasks or items




•
 
one down and only six more to go.










19.
 
(of a computer system) out of action or unavailable for use (especially temporarily)




•
 
the system went down yesterday.










20.
 
(
down with ——

 )
 — shouted to express strong dislike of a specified person or thing




•
 
crowds chanted “Down with bureaucracy!”










21.
 
in or into writing




•
 
I just 
write down

 whatever comes into my head




•
 
taking down notes.










22.
 
on or onto a list, schedule, or record




•
 
I'll put you 
down for

 the evening shift.










23.
 
(with reference to partial payment of a sum of money) made initially or on the spot




•
 
pay $500 down and the rest at the end of the month.










24.
 
(of sailing) with the current or the wind.




25.
 
(of a ship's helm) moved around to leeward so that the rudder is to windward and the vessel swings toward the wind.




26.
 


[Football]

 (of the ball or a player in possession) not in play, typically because forward progress has been stopped.








II.
 
preposition



1.
 
from a higher to a lower point of (something)




•
 
up and down the stairs




•
 
tears streaming down her face.










2.
 
at or to a lower part of (a river or stream); nearer the sea




•
 
a dozen miles or so down the Mississippi.










3.
 
moving or at a point further along the course of (something)




•
 
he lived down the street




•
 
I wandered down the road.










4.
 


‹informal›

 at or to (a place)




•
 
tired of going down to the pub every night.










5.
 
throughout (a period of time)




•
 
astrologers down the ages.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — directed or moving toward a lower place or position




•
 
the down escalator




•
 
click on the down arrow.










2.
 


[Physics]

 denoting a flavor of quark having a charge of −⅓. Protons and neutrons are thought to be composed of combinations of up and down quarks.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — unhappy; depressed




•
 
he's been so down lately.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a computer system) temporarily out of action or unavailable




•
 
sorry, but the computer's down.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 supporting or going along with someone or something




•
 
“You going to the movies?” “Yo, I'm down.”




•
 
she was totally 
down for

 a selfie




•
 
you got to be 
down with

 me.










6.
 
aware of and following the latest fashion




•
 
a seriously down, hip-hop homie.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 knock or bring to the ground




•
 
175 enemy aircraft had been downed




•
 
he struck Slater on the face, downing him.










2.
 


‹informal›

 consume (something, typically a drink)




•
 
he downed a six-pack.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a golfer) sink (a putt).








V.
 
noun



1.
 


[Football]

 a chance for a team to advance the ball, ending when the ball carrier is tackled or the ball becomes out of play. A team must advance at least ten yards in a series of four downs in order to keep possession.




2.
 
(
downs

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 unwelcome experiences or events




•
 
there had been more downs than ups during his years at the company.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a feeling or period of unhappiness or depression




•
 
everyone gets their downs, their depressive periods.










4.
 


‹informal›

 short for downer
 (
sense

 1).








VI.
 
phrases




1.
 
be down on








‹informal›

 disapprove of; feel hostile or antagonistic toward.









2.
 
be down to





a.
 
be attributable to (a particular factor or circumstance)




•
 
he claimed his problems were down to the media.










b.
 
be the responsibility of (a particular person)




•
 
it's down to you to make sure the boiler receives regular servicing.










c.
 
be left with only (the specified amount)




•
 
I'm down to my last few dollars.















3.
 
down in the mouth








‹informal›

 (of a person or their expression) unhappy; dejected.









4.
 
down on one's luck








‹informal›

 experiencing a period of bad luck.









5.
 
down pat (or cold)






memorized or mastered perfectly




•
 
she had the baby's medical routine down pat




•
 
a guy who has his art history down cold.















6.
 
down to the ground








‹informal›

 completely.









7.
 
have (or put) someone/something down as






judge someone or something to be (a particular type)




•
 
I never had Jake down as a ladies' man.





















– origin

 Old English 
dūn

 , 
dūne

 , shortened from 
adūne

 ‘downward,’ from the phrase 
of dūne

 ‘off the hill’ (see down
 3
 ).






down2


 
/doun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soft fine fluffy feathers that form the first covering of a young bird or an insulating layer below the contour feathers of an adult bird.




2.
 
soft fine fluffy feathers taken from ducks or their nests and used for stuffing cushions, quilts, etc.; eiderdown.




3.
 
fine soft hair on the face or body of a person




•
 
the little girl had a covering of golden down on her head.










4.
 
short soft hairs on some leaves, fruit, or seeds.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
dúnn

 .






down3


 
/doun/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
downs

 )


1.
 
a gently rolling hill




•
 
the gentle green contours of the downs.










2.
 
(
the Downs

 )
 — ridges of undulating chalk and limestone hills in southern England, with few trees and used mainly for pasture.











– origin

 Old English 
dūn

 ‘hill’ (related to Dutch 
duin

 ‘dune’), perhaps ultimately of Celtic origin and related to Old Irish 
dún

 and obsolete Welsh 
din

 ‘fort,’ which are from an Indo-European root shared by town
 .





Down

 
/doun/






one of the six counties of Northern Ireland, formerly an administrative area; chief town, Downpatrick.









down and dirty






adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 highly competitive or unprincipled




•
 
he's willing to get down and dirty




•
 
backstabbing slander and electronic harassment are freely employed in down-and-dirty hacker feuds.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 earthy, direct, and explicit




•
 
the down-and-dirty realities about these diseases




•
 
they serve up some down-and-dirty Texas blues.



















down-and-out

 
/ˈˌdoun ən ˈˌout/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) without money, a job, or a place to live; destitute




•
 
a down-and-out homeless vagrant.














II.
 
noun




a person without money, a job, or a place to live.













down-at-the-heels

 
/ˌdounətT͟Həˈhēlz /

 
down-at-the-heel
 , down-at-heel






adjective




showing signs of neglect and deterioration; shabby




•
 
a down-at-the-heels house.



















down-ballot






adjective



1.
 


(US)

 denoting a contest for a political office that appears in a relatively low position on the electoral ballot, which typically lists contested offices in descending order from national to local




•
 
Republicans were looking to refocus their efforts on a slate of down-ballot campaigns.










2.
 


(US)

 of or relating to a down-ballot electoral contest




•
 
down-ballot candidates are not well known by the electorate.



















downbeat

 
/ˈdounˌbēt/





I.
 
adjective




pessimistic; gloomy




•
 
the assessment of current economic prospects is downbeat.














II.
 
noun






[Music]

 an accented beat, usually the first of the bar.














down-bow

 
/ˈdounbō/






noun






[Music]

 (on a stringed instrument) a stroke in which the bow, from handle to tip, is slid across the strings in a motion of the hand moving away from the strings.













downburst

 
/ˈdounbərst/






noun




a strong downward current of air from a cumulonimbus cloud, usually associated with intense rain or a thunderstorm.













downcast

 
/ˈdounˌkast/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's eyes) looking downward




•
 
her modestly downcast eyes.










2.
 
(of a person) feeling despondent.








II.
 
noun




a shaft dug in a mine for extra ventilation.













downcode

 
/ˈdounkōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
designate (a medical procedure or insurance claim) with a lower value




•
 
an insurer who systematically downcodes professional charge submissions for critical care services




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we cannot turn to Medicaid to pay if Medicare downcodes.










2.
 


[Computing]

 rewrite or convert (programs or software) into a lower level language




•
 
some of the libraries written into C were downcoded into assembly.














II.
 
derivatives





downcoding






noun





















downcomer

 
/ˈdounˌkəmər/






noun




a pipe for the downward transport of water or gas from the top of a furnace or boiler.













downconverter

 
/ˈdounkənˌvərdər/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a device that converts a signal to a lower frequency, especially in television reception.








II.
 
derivatives





downconversion

 
/-ˌvərZHən /






noun





















downcountry

 
/ˈdounˌkəntrē/






adjective, adverb






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in, into, or relating to the low-lying and generally more densely settled part of a country as opposed to hilly regions


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
even the downcountry conservatives support this reform




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
distant summer storms a hundred miles downcountry.



















downcourt

 
/ˌdounˈkôrt/






adverb






[Sports]

 to or into the opposite end of the court, especially in basketball.













down-curved

 
/ˈdounkərvd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
curved downward




•
 
the slightly down-curved bill of a starling.



















downcut

 
/ˈdounˌkət/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 (of a river) erode downward through its bed.













downdraft

 
/ˈdoundraft /

 


‹Brit.›

 downdraught






noun




a downward current or draft of air, especially one down a chimney into a room.













Down East






a name for northeastern New England and for the Maritime Provinces that is derived from an old term for sailing downwind, to the east.









downer

 
/ˈdounər/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
downers

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a depressant or tranquilizing drug, especially a barbiturate.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a dispiriting or depressing experience or factor




•
 
the thought of the danger his son was in put something of a downer on the situation.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a period of consistent failure




•
 
the Red Sox enter the season 
on a downer

 .










4.
 


‹informal›

 a cow or other animal that is sick or injured and cannot get to its feet unaided.













Downers Grove

 
/ˌdounərz ˈɡrōv/






a village in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 49,250 (est. 2008).









Downey

 
/ˈdounē/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 107,587 (est. 2008).









downfall

 
/ˈdounˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
a loss of power, prosperity, or status




•
 
the crisis led to the downfall of the government.










2.
 
the cause of a downfall




•
 
his intractability will prove to be his downfall.




















downfield

 
/ˌdounˈfēld/






adverb, adjective






[Football]

 
(N. Amer.)

 in or to a position nearer to the opponents' end of a field.













downforce

 
/ˈdounfôrs/






noun




a force acting on a moving vehicle having the effect of pressing it down toward the ground, giving it increased stability. Downforce is produced by a combination of air resistance and gravity.













downgrade

 
/ˈdounɡrād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be downgraded

 )


1.
 
reduce to a lower grade, rank, or level of importance




•
 
some jobs had gradually been downgraded from skilled to semiskilled.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of reducing someone or something's rank, status, or level of importance.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a downward gradient, typically on a railroad track or road.








III.
 
phrases





on the downgrade








(N. Amer.)

 in decline




•
 
profits are on the downgrade.























downhaul

 
/ˈdounhôl/






noun






[Nautical]

 a rope used for hauling down a sail, spar, etc., especially in order to control a sail's shape.













downhearted

 
/ˌdounˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




discouraged; in low spirits




•
 
fans must not be downhearted even though we lost.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
downheartedly






adverb













2.
 
downheartedness






noun





















downhill

 
/dounˈhil/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward the bottom of a slope




•
 
he ran downhill




•
 
follow the road downhill.










2.
 
into a steadily worsening situation




•
 
his marriage continued to slide downhill




•
 
the business is 
going downhill

 fast.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
leading down toward the bottom of a slope




•
 
the route is downhill for part of the way.










2.
 
of or relating to the sport of skiing or cycling downhill




•
 
the world downhill champion.










3.
 
leading to a steadily worsening situation




•
 
the downhill road to delinquency.










4.
 
without difficulty or challenge




•
 
we can take the easy road, the downhill road, or we can put America on the path to greatness again.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a downward slope.




2.
 


[Skiing]

 a downhill race.




3.
 
the activity of downhill skiing.








IV.
 
phrases





be downhill all the way





a.
 
be easy in comparison with what came before




•
 
up by six runs in the eighth inning—it should have been downhill all the way.










b.
 
become worse or less successful




•
 
that had been the start of the present trouble—downhill all the way since then.























downhiller

 
/ˈdounˌhilər/






noun




a skier or cyclist who takes part in downhill races.













down-hole

 
/ˈdounhōl /

 
downhole






adjective, adverb




(in the oil industry) used, occurring, or performed in a well or borehole.













down-home

 
/ˈˌdoun ˈˌhōm/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 connected with an unpretentious way of life, especially that of rural peoples or areas




•
 
some good down-home cooking.



















Downing Street

 
/ˈdouniNG ˌstrēt/





I.
 
a street in Westminster, London, between Whitehall and St. James's Park. No. 10 is the official residence of the prime minister; No. 11 is the official home of the chancellor of the exchequer.




II.
 
used allusively for the British government or the prime minister.







– origin

 named after the original developer of the site, Sir George 
Downing

 (
c.

 1624–84), a diplomat under both Oliver Cromwell and Charles II.





downlevel

 
/ˈdounˌlevəl/






adjective




using an earlier version of software, hardware, or an operating system




•
 
there are still 600 million computers, many of them downlevel, that wouldn't have all of these vulnerabilities fixed.



















downlight

 
/ˈdounlīt /

 
downlighter





I.
 
noun




a light placed or designed so as to throw illumination downward.








II.
 
derivatives





downlighting






noun





















downlink

 
/ˈdounliNGk/





I.
 
noun




a telecommunications link for signals coming to the earth from a satellite, spacecraft, or aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relay to the earth (a telecommunications signal or the information it conveys)




•
 
any TV station can downlink just about any game.



















download

 
/ˈdounˌlōd /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — copy (data) from one computer system to another, typically over the Internet.




•
 
it would be wise to download your program to another computer before testing it.




•
 (as 
adj.

 
downloaded

 )
 
DRM will limit what you can do with downloaded music and video.







Compare with upload
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the act or process of downloading data




•
 
movie downloads were painfully slow




•
 
we have music available for free download




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
download speeds of 200 to 300 kilobits per second.










2.
 
a file or set of files that has been downloaded




•
 
digital music downloads.














III.
 
derivatives





downloader






noun





















downloadable

 
/ˌdounˈlōdəbəl/






adjective




(of data) able to be copied from one computer system to another or to a disk




•
 
the illustrations are available as downloadable files from the website.



















downmarket

 
/ˈdounˌmärkət/






adjective, adverb




toward or relating to the cheaper or less prestigious sector of the market


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an interview for the downmarket tabloids




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
competition threatens to drive broadcasters further downmarket.



















down payment

 
/ˈˌdoun ˈˌpāmənt/






noun




an initial payment made when something is bought on credit.













downplay

 
/ˈdounˌplā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) appear less important than it really is




•
 
this report downplays the seriousness of global warming.



















downpour

 
/ˈdounpôr/






noun




a heavy rainfall




•
 
a sudden downpour had filled the gutters and drains.



















downrange

 
/ˌdounˈrān(d)ZH/






adverb




(of a missile, space launch, etc.) traveling in a specified direction away from the launch site and toward the target




•
 
rounds streaked downrange at more than a mile a second.



















downrate

 
/ˌdounˈrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) lower in value, standard, or importance.













downright

 
/ˈdounˌrīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of something bad or unpleasant) utter; complete (used for emphasis)




•
 
it's a downright disgrace.










2.
 
(of a person's manner or behavior) straightforward; so direct as to be blunt




•
 
her common sense and downright attitude to life surprised him.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to an extreme degree; thoroughly




•
 
he was downright rude.














III.
 
derivatives





downrightness

 
/ˈdounˌrītnəs /






noun





















downriver

 
/dounˈrivər/






adverb, adjective




toward or situated at a point nearer the mouth of a river


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the cabin cruiser started to drift downriver




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the downriver side of the bridge.



















downscale

 
/ˈdounˌskāl /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce in size, scale, or extent




•
 
he was unable to downscale his strongly unionized workforce.














II.
 
adjective




at the lower end of a scale, especially a social scale; downmarket




•
 
these brands appeal to downscale shoppers who are looking for a low price.



















downshift

 
/ˈdounˌSHift/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 change to a lower gear in a motor vehicle or bicycle.




2.
 
slow down; slacken off




•
 
well before the country slipped into recession, business was downshifting.










3.
 
change a financially rewarding but stressful career or lifestyle for a less pressured and less highly paid but more fulfilling one




•
 
they want to downshift from full-time work.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a change to a lower gear in a motor vehicle or bicycle.




2.
 
a change in quality or quantity to a lesser or lower degree




•
 
the downshift of human position from the center of the cosmos.










3.
 
an instance of changing a financially rewarding but stressful career or lifestyle for a less pressured and less highly paid but more fulfilling one.













downside

 
/ˈdounˌsīd/






noun




the negative aspect of something, especially something regarded as in general good or desirable




•
 
a magazine feature on the downside of fashion modeling.



















downsize

 
/ˈdounˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 make (something) smaller




•
 
I downsized the rear wheel to 26 inches.










2.
 
make (a company or organization) smaller by eliminating staff positions.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a company) eliminate staff positions




•
 
recession forced many companies to downsize.



















downslope

 
/ˈdounslōp/





I.
 
noun




a downward slope.








II.
 
adverb, adjective




at or toward a lower point on a slope.













downspout

 
/ˈdounˌspout/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pipe to carry rainwater from a roof to a drain or to ground level.













downstage

 
/ˈdounstāj/






adjective, adverb




at or toward the front of a stage


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
all four run for their lives downstage




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a crowd of dancers occupies the downstage area.



















downstairs

 
/dounˈsterz/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
down a flight of stairs




•
 
I tripped over the cat and fell downstairs.










2.
 
on or to a lower floor




•
 
we were waiting for you downstairs




•
 
she called him downstairs.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated downstairs




•
 
the downstairs bathroom.














III.
 
noun




the ground floor or lower floors of a building




•
 
the downstairs was hardly damaged at all.



















downstate

 
/ˌdounˈstāt /

 

‹US›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




of, in, or to a part of a state remote from its large cities, especially the southern part.








II.
 
noun




a remote part of a state, especially in the southern part.








III.
 
derivatives





downstater






noun





















downstream

 
/dounˈstrēm/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
situated or moving in the direction in which a stream or river flows


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the bridge spanned the river just 
downstream of

 the rail line




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
deforestation could have disastrous consequences for downstream regions.










2.
 


[Biology]

 situated in or toward the part of a sequence of genetic material where transcription takes place later than at a given point




•
 
a termination signal was found downstream from the coding region.










3.
 
at a stage in the process of gas or oil extraction and production after the raw material is ready for refining.













downstroke

 
/ˈdounstrōk/






noun




a stroke made downward




•
 
he writes the figure seven with a line through the downstroke




•
 
the blade angles back on the downstroke.



















downswing

 
/ˈdounˌswiNG/






noun



1.
 
another term for downturn
 .




2.
 


[Golf]

 the downward movement of a club when the player is about to hit the ball.














Down syndrome

 
/ˈdoun ˌsindrōm /

 
Down's syndrome





I.
 
noun




a congenital disorder arising from a chromosome defect, causing intellectual impairment and physical abnormalities including short stature and a broad facial profile. It arises from a defect involving chromosome 21, usually an extra copy (trisomy-21).











– origin

 1960s: named after John L. H. 
Down

 (1828–96), the English physician who first described it. / 
usage:

 Of relatively recent coinage, 
Down syndrome

 is the accepted term in modern use, and former terms such as 
mongol

 , 
Mongoloid

 , and 
mongolism

 , which are likely to cause offense, should be avoided. See also usage at Mongoloid
 .





downtempo

 
/ˌdounˈtempō/





I.
 
adjective




(of music) having a relatively slower beat.








II.
 
noun




a genre of electronic dance music with influences from jazz, bossa nova, and dub reggae.













down-the-line

 
/ˌdounT͟Həˈlīn/






adjective






‹informal›

 thorough and uncompromising




•
 
the party avoids down-the-line support of unions.



















downthrow

 
/ˈdounTHrō /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
displace (a rock formation) downward.








II.
 
noun




a downward displacement of rock strata.













downtick

 
/ˈdounˌtik/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small decrease or slight downward trend




•
 
a downtick in the unemployment rate is welcome news.



















down timber






noun




fallen trees brought down by wind, storm, or other natural agency.













downtime

 
/ˈdounˌtīm /

 
down time






noun



1.
 
time during which a machine, especially a computer, is out of action or unavailable for use.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a time of reduced activity or inactivity




•
 
everyone needs downtime to unwind




•
 
downtimes for real estate and construction.



















down-to-earth





I.
 
adjective




with no illusions or pretensions; practical and realistic




•
 
a down-to-earth view of marriage.














II.
 
derivatives





down-to-earthness






noun





















downtown

 
/ˌdounˈtoun /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




of, in, or characteristic of the central area or main business and commercial area of a town or city




•
 
downtown Chicago




•
 
a downtown bar.














II.
 
adverb




in or into a downtown area




•
 
I drove downtown.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈdoun(t)oun /



1.
 
the downtown area of a town or city




•
 
the heart of Pittsburgh's downtown.














IV.
 
derivatives





downtowner






noun





















downtrend

 
/ˈdountrend/






noun




a downward trend, tendency, or movement




•
 
there is not yet a confirmed downtrend in interest rates.



















downtrodden

 
/ˈdounˌträd(ə)n/






adjective




oppressed or treated badly by people in power




•
 
a downtrodden proletarian struggling for social justice.




















downturn

 
/ˈdounˌtərn/





I.
 
noun




a decline in economic, business, or other activity




•
 
a downturn in the housing market.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
downturned

 )


1.
 
turn (something) downward




•
 
his downturned mouth.



















Down Under

 

‹informal›


 
down under





I.
 
adverb




in or to Australia or New Zealand




•
 
selling wines under the name of the grape variety, just as they do Down Under.














II.
 
noun




Australia and New Zealand




•
 
thousands of men from Down Under.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: with reference to the position of these countries on a globe.





downvote

 
/ˈdounˌvōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in an online context) register disapproval of or disagreement with (a post or poster) by means of a particular icon




•
 
I had to resist the urge to downvote the first serious comment




•
 
you can downvote me all you want, but the refereeing this season has been absolutely deplorable




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
if you want to downvote, go ahead.














II.
 
noun




(in an online context) an instance of using a particular icon to register disapproval of or disagreement with a post or poster




•
 
there is absolutely nothing in his comment that deserves a downvote




•
 
I am making it my mission to counter every downvote you are given for critiquing his grammar.



















downward

 
/ˈdounwərd/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward a lower place, point, or level




•
 
he was lying face downward.










2.
 
used to indicate that something applies to everyone in a certain hierarchy or set




•
 
new rules on sick leave affect employees of all grades, from managers downward.














II.
 
adjective




moving or leading toward a lower place or level




•
 
the downward curve of the stairs




•
 
a downward trend in inflation.














III.
 
derivatives





downwardly

 
/ˈdounwərdlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old English 
adūnweard

 .





downward dog

 
downward-facing dog






noun




a yoga pose in which the body assumes an inverted V shape, with the hands and feet on the floor, and the buttocks pointing upward




•
 
just because you're not in a yoga studio, it doesn't mean you can't practice your downward dog.



















downwardly mobile





I.
 
adjective




moving to a lower social class; losing wealth and status.








II.
 
derivatives





downward mobility






noun





















downwarp

 
/ˈdounwôrp /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
noun




a broad depression of the earth's surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
displace (a rock formation) downward so as to form a depression.













downwash

 
/ˈdounˌwäSH/






noun




the downward deflection of an airstream by an aircraft wing or helicopter rotor blade.













downwelling

 
/ˈdounˌweliNG/





I.
 
noun




the downward movement of fluid, especially in the sea, the atmosphere, or deep in the earth.








II.
 
adjective




characterized by or undergoing downwelling movement




•
 
downwelling mantle.



















downwind

 
/dounˈwind/






adverb, adjective




in the direction in which the wind is blowing


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
warnings were issued to people living downwind of the fire




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
downwind landings.



















downwinder

 
/ˈdounˌwindər/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a person living downwind of a nuclear test site or reactor, where the risk from fallout or radiation leaks is greatest.













downy

 
/ˈdounē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with fine soft hair or feathers




•
 
the baby's downy cheek.










2.
 
filled with soft feathers




•
 
a downy pillow.










3.
 
soft and fluffy




•
 
pale downy hair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
downily

 
/-nəlē /






adverb













2.
 
downiness

 
/ˈdounēnəs /






noun






















downy mildew






noun




mildew on a plant that is marked by a whitish down composed of spore-forming hyphae, penetrating more deeply into the plant than powdery mildew.

[Family 
Peronosporaceae

 , subdivision 
Mastigomycotina

 .]













downy woodpecker






noun




a widespread small North American woodpecker with a short bill, black and white plumage, and (on the male) a red patch on the back of the head.

[
Picoides pubescens

 , family 
Picidae

 .]













downzone

 
/ˈdounzōn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 assign (land or property) to a zoning grade under which the permitted density of housing and development is reduced.













dowry

 
/ˈdou(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




property or money brought by a bride to her husband on their marriage.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a widow's life interest in her husband's estate): from Anglo-Norman French 
dowarie

 , from medieval Latin 
dotarium

 (see dower
 ).





dowry death






noun




(in South Asia) the murder or suicide of a married woman caused by a dispute over her dowry.













dowse1


 
/douz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
practice dowsing




•
 
water is easy to dowse for.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — search for or discover by dowsing




•
 
he dowsed a spiral of energy on the stone.














II.
 
derivatives





dowser

 
/ˈdouzər ˈdousər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





dowse2


 
/douz/






verb




variant spelling of douse
 .













dowsing

 
/ˈdouziNG ˈdousiNG/






noun




a technique for searching for underground water, minerals, or anything invisible, by observing the motion of a pointer (traditionally a forked stick, now often paired bent wires) or the changes in direction of a pendulum, supposedly in response to unseen influences


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dowsing rod.



















dox

 
/däks /

 
doxx





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 search for and publish private or identifying information about (a particular individual) on the Internet, typically with malicious intent




•
 
hackers and online vigilantes routinely dox both public and private figures.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: alteration of 
docs

 , plural of doc
 (short for document
 ).





doxology

 
/däkˈsäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a liturgical formula of praise to God.








II.
 
derivatives





doxological

 
/ˌdäksəˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
doxologia

 , from 
doxa

 ‘appearance, glory’ (from 
dokein

 ‘seem’) + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





doxorubicin

 
/ˌdäksōˈro͞obəsən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bacterial antibiotic that is widely used to treat leukemia and various other forms of cancer.

[This is produced by the streptomycete bacterium 
Streptomyces peucetius caesius

 .]











– origin

 1970s: from 
deoxy-

 (in the sense ‘that has lost oxygen’) + Latin 
rubus

 ‘red’ + -mycin
 .





doxy

 
/ˈdäksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a lover or mistress.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a prostitute.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally slang): of unknown origin.





doxycycline

 
/ˌdäksēˈsīklēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a broad-spectrum antibiotic of the tetracycline group, which has a long half-life in the body.











– origin

 1960s: from 
d(e)oxy-

 + tetracycline
 .






doyen

 
/doiˈ(y)en ˈdôyən/





I.
 
noun




the most respected or prominent person in a particular field




•
 
the doyen of Canadian poetry.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French from Old French 
deien

 (see dean
 1
 ).





doyenne

 
/doiˈ(y)en/





I.
 
noun




a woman who is the most respected or prominent person in a particular field




•
 
she's the doyenne of daytime TV.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, feminine of 
doyen

 (see doyen
 ).





Doyenne du Comice

 
/doiˌen ˌdyo͞o kəˈmēs/






noun




see Comice
 .













Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan

 
/doil/






(1859–1930), Scottish novelist and short-story writer. He is known for his creation of private detective Sherlock Holmes, who first appeared (with his friend Dr. Watson, the narrator of the stories) in 
A Study in Scarlet

 (1887). Other notable works: 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

 (1892) and 
The Hound of the Baskervilles

 (1902).









doyley

 
/ˈdoilē/






noun






‹dated›

 variant spelling of doily
 .













D'Oyly Carte, Richard

 
/ˈdoilē ˈkärt/






(1844–1901), English impresario and producer. He brought together the librettist Sir W. S. Gilbert and the composer Sir Arthur Sullivan, producing many of their operettas in London's Savoy Theatre, which he had established in 1881.









doz.






abbreviation




dozen.













doze

 
/dōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sleep lightly




•
 
he found his mother dozing by the fire.










2.
 
(
doze off

 )
 — fall lightly asleep




•
 
I 
dozed off

 for a few seconds.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a short light sleep.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘stupefy, bewilder, or make drowsy’): perhaps related to Danish 
døse

 ‘make drowsy.’






dozen

 
/ˈdəzən /

 
dz.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a group or set of twelve




•
 
a dozen bottles of sherry.










2.
 
(
dozens

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a lot




•
 
she has dozens of admirers.










3.
 
(
the dozens

 )
 — an exchange of insults engaged in as a game or ritual among black Americans.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by the dozen






in large quantities.









2.
 
talk nineteen to the dozen








(Brit.)

 talk incessantly.












III.
 
derivatives





dozenth

 
/ˈdəz(ə)nTH /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dozeine

 , based on Latin 
duodecim

 ‘twelve.’





dozer

 
/ˈdōzər/






noun






‹informal›

 short for bulldozer
 .













dozy

 
/ˈdōzē/





I.
 
adjective




drowsy and lazy




•
 
he grew dozy at the end of a long day.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dozily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
doziness

 
/ˈdōzēnəs /






noun





















DP






abbreviation



1.
 
data processing.




2.
 
dew point.




3.
 
displaced person.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 double play.













DPhil

 
/dēˈfil/






abbreviation




Doctor of Philosophy.













dpi

 
/ˌdē ˌpē ˈī/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 dots per inch, a measure of the resolution of printers, scanners, etc.













DPT

 
DTP






abbreviation




diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), and tetanus, a combined vaccine given to small children.













dr.






abbreviation



1.
 
debit.

[formerly representing 
debtor

 .]




2.
 
drachma(s).




3.
 
dram(s).













Dr.

 
/ˈdäktər/






abbreviation



1.
 
(as a title) Doctor




•
 
Dr. Michael Russell.










2.
 
(in street names) Drive.













drab1


 
/drab/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking brightness or interest; drearily dull




•
 
the landscape was drab and gray




•
 
her drab suburban existence.










2.
 
of a dull light brown color




•
 
drab camouflage uniforms.














II.
 
noun




fabric of a dull brownish color.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drably

 
/ˈdrablē /






adverb













2.
 
drabness

 
/ˈdrabnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting undyed cloth): probably from Old French 
drap

 ‘cloth’ (see drape
 ).





drab2


 
/drab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a slovenly woman.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a prostitute.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps related to Low German 
drabbe

 ‘mire’ and Dutch 
drab

 ‘dregs.’





Drabble, Margaret

 
/ˈdrabəl/






(1939–), English novelist. Notable works: 
The Millstone

 (1966), 
The Radiant Way

 (1987), 
The Peppered Moth

 (2001), and 
The Red Queen

 (2004). She is the younger sister of A. S. Byatt.









dracaena

 
/drəˈsēnə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical palmlike shrub or tree with ornamental foliage, popular as a greenhouse or indoor plant.

[Genera 
Dracaena

 and 
Cordyline

 , family 
Agavaceae

 . See also dragon tree
 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
drakaina

 , feminine of 
drakōn

 ‘serpent, dragon’ (the genus 
Dracaena

 includes 
Dracaena draco

 , the dragon tree).






drachm

 
/dram /

 
dr.





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of weight formerly used by apothecaries, equivalent to 60 grains or one eighth of an ounce.




2.
 
(also 
fluid drachm

 )
 — a liquid measure formerly used by apothecaries, equivalent to 60 minims or one eighth of a fluid ounce.




3.
 
(in numismatics) an ancient silver coin based on the Attic or Hellenistic drachma.

See also drachma
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the ancient Greek drachma): from Old French 
dragme

 or late Latin 
dragma

 , via Latin from Greek 
drakhmē

 (see drachma
 ).






drachma

 
/ˈdräkmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Greece (until the introduction of the euro), notionally equal to 100 lepta.




2.
 
a silver coin of ancient Greece.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
drakhmē

 , an Attic weight and coin. Compare with dirham
 and drachm
 .





Draco1


 
/ˈdrākō /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large northern constellation (the Dragon), stretching around the north celestial pole and said to represent the dragon killed by Hercules. It has no bright stars.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Draconis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Draconis.













– origin

 Latin.






Draco2







(7th century 
BC

 ), Athenian legislator. His codification of Athenian law was notorious for its severity; for instance, the death penalty was imposed even for trivial crimes, which gave rise to the adjective 
draconian

 in English.









draconian

 
/drəˈkōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




(of laws or their application) excessively harsh and severe.








II.
 
derivatives





draconic

 
/-ˈkänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the Greek name 
Drakōn

 (see Draco
 2
 ) + -ian
 .





Dracula

 
/ˈdrakyələ/





I.
 
the Transylvanian vampire in Bram Stoker's novel 
Dracula

 (1897).







– origin

 variant of 
Drakula

 , 
Dragwlya

 , names given to Vlad Ţepeş (Vlad the Impaler), a 15th-cent. prince of Wallachia renowned for his cruelty.






draff

 
/draf/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 dregs or refuse.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from an unrecorded Old English word related to German 
Treber

 , 
Träber

 ‘husks, grains,’ and perhaps also to drivel
 .






draft

 
/draft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preliminary version of a piece of writing




•
 
the first draft of the party's manifesto




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a draft document.










2.
 
a plan, sketch, or rough drawing.




3.
 
(in full 
draft mode

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a mode of operation of a printer in which text is produced rapidly but with relatively low definition.




4.
 
(
the draft

 )
 — 

(US)

 compulsory recruitment for military service




•
 
25 million men were subject to the draft




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
draft cards.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a procedure whereby new or existing sports players are made available for selection or reselection by the teams in a league, usually with the earlier choices being given to the weaker teams.




6.
 


‹rare›

 a group or individual selected from a larger group for a special duty, e.g., for military service.




7.
 
( 
draught

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a current of cool air in a room or other confined space




•
 
heavy curtains at the windows cut out drafts.










8.
 
( 
draught

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the action or act of pulling something along, especially a vehicle or farm implement.




9.
 
a written order to pay a specified sum; a check.




10.
 
( 
draught

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a single act of drinking or inhaling




•
 
she downed the remaining beer in one draft.










11.
 
the amount swallowed or inhaled in a single act of drinking or inhaling




•
 
he took deep drafts of oxygen into his lungs.










12.
 
( 
draught

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the depth of water needed to float a ship




•
 
the shallow draft enabled her to get close to shore.










13.
 
( 
draught

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the drawing in of a fishing net.




14.
 
the fish taken at one drawing; a catch.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare a preliminary version of (a text)




•
 
I drafted a letter of resignation.










2.
 
select (a person or group of people) for a certain purpose




•
 
he was drafted to help with the task force on best safety practices.










3.
 


(US)

 conscript (someone) for military service.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 select (a player) for a sports team through the draft.




5.
 
pull or draw.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Auto Racing]

 benefit from reduced wind resistance by driving very closely behind another vehicle.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting beer or other drink that is kept in and served from a barrel or tank rather than from a bottle or can




•
 
draft beer.










2.
 
denoting an animal used for pulling heavy loads




•
 
draft oxen.














IV.
 
phrases





on draft






(of beer or other drink) on tap; ready to be drawn from a barrel or tank; not bottled or canned.












V.
 
derivatives





drafter

 
/ˈdraftər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: phonetic spelling of draught
 .





draft board






noun




a board of civilians that is responsible for registering, classifying, and selecting people for compulsory military service.













draft dodger

 
/ˈdraf(t) ˈˌdäjər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who has avoided compulsory military service.








II.
 
derivatives





draft dodging






noun





















draftee

 
/ˌdrafˈtē/






noun






(US)

 a person conscripted for military service.













draft horse

 


‹Brit.›

 draught horse






noun




a large horse used for pulling heavy loads, especially a cart or plow.













draft pick






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the right of a sports team to select a player during the annual selection process.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a player selected during the draft.













draftsman

 
/ˈdraf(t)smən /

 


‹Brit.›

 draughtsman





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes detailed technical plans or drawings.




2.
 
an artist skilled in drawing.




3.
 
a person who drafts legal documents.








II.
 
derivatives





draftsmanship

 
/ˈdraf(t)smənˌSHip /






noun





















draftsperson

 
/ˈdraftsˌpərsən/






noun




a draftsman or draftswoman (used as a neutral alternative).













draftswoman

 
/ˈdraf(t)sˌwo͝omən /

 


‹Brit.›

 draughtswoman






noun



1.
 
a woman who makes detailed technical plans or drawings




•
 
she served as lead draftswoman for the renovation.










2.
 
a female artist skilled in drawing




•
 
Nica is a deft draftswoman, as is apparent in the small drawings sprinkled through the show.



















drafty

 
/ˈdraftē /

 


‹Brit.›

 draughty





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an enclosed space) cold and uncomfortable because of currents of cool air




•
 
anyone would get pneumonia living in the drafty old house.










2.
 
(of a door or window) ill-fitting, and so allowing currents of cool air in.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
draftily

 
/-təlē /






adverb













2.
 
draftiness

 
/ˈdraftēnəs /






noun






















drag

 
/draɡ/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pull (someone or something) along forcefully, roughly, or with difficulty




•
 
we dragged the boat up the beach




•
 


‹figurative›

 I dragged my eyes away.










2.
 
take (someone) to or from a place or event, despite their reluctance




•
 
my girlfriend is dragging me off to Atlantic City for a week.










3.
 
(
drag oneself

 )
 — go somewhere wearily, reluctantly, or with difficulty




•
 
I have to drag myself out of bed each day.










4.
 
move (an icon or other image) across a computer screen using a tool such as a mouse.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's clothes or an animal's tail) trail along the ground




•
 
the nuns walked in meditation, their habits dragging on the grass.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
drag at

 )
 — catch hold of and pull (something)




•
 
desperately, Jinny dragged at his arm.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in a drag race




•
 
they were caught dragging on Francis Lewis Blvd.










8.
 
(of a ship) trail (an anchor) along the seabed, causing the ship to drift.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an anchor) fail to hold, causing a ship or boat to drift.




10.
 
search the bottom of (a river, lake, or the sea) with grapnels or nets




•
 
frogmen had dragged the local river.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
drag something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 deliberately mention an unwelcome or unpleasant fact




•
 
pieces of evidence about his early life were dragged up.










12.
 
(
drag someone/something into

 )
 — involve someone or something in (a situation or matter), typically when such involvement is inappropriate or unnecessary




•
 
he had no right to drag you into this sort of thing.










13.
 
(
drag something in/into

 )
 — introduce an irrelevant or inappropriate subject




•
 
politics were never dragged into the conversation.










14.
 
(
drag someone/something down

 )
 — bring someone or something to a lower level or standard




•
 
the economy will be dragged down by inefficient firms.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of time, events, or activities) pass slowly and tediously




•
 
the day dragged—eventually it was time for bed.










16.
 
(of a process or situation) continue at tedious and unnecessary length




•
 
the dispute between the two families 
dragged on

 for years.










17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
drag something out

 )
 — protract something unnecessarily




•
 
he dragged out the process of serving them.










18.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
drag on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) inhale the smoke from (a cigarette).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of pulling something forcefully or with difficulty




•
 
the drag of the current.










2.
 
the longitudinal retarding force exerted by air or other fluid surrounding a moving object.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that impedes progress or development




•
 
Larry was turning out to be 
a drag on

 her career.










4.
 


[Fishing]

 unnatural motion of a fishing fly caused by the pull of the line.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 an iron shoe that can be applied as a brake to the wheel of a cart or wagon.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a boring or tiresome person or thing




•
 
working nine to five can be a drag.










7.
 


‹informal›

 an act of inhaling smoke from a cigarette




•
 
he 
took a

 long 
drag on

 his cigarette.










8.
 
clothing more conventionally worn by the opposite sex, especially women's clothes worn by a man




•
 
a fashion show, complete with men 
in drag






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a live drag show.










9.
 
short for drag race
 .




10.
 


‹informal›

 a street or road




•
 
the main drag.










11.
 


‹historical›

 a private vehicle like a stagecoach, drawn by four horses.




12.
 
a thing that is pulled along the ground or through water, in particular




13.
 


‹historical›

 a harrow used for breaking up the surface of land.




14.
 
an apparatus for dredging a river or for recovering the bodies of drowned people from a river, a lake, or the sea.




15.
 
another term for dragnet
 .




16.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 influence over other people




•
 
they had the education but they didn't have the drag.










17.
 
a strong-smelling lure drawn before hounds as a substitute for a fox or other hunted animal.




18.
 
a hunt using a strong-smelling lure.




19.
 


[Music]

 one of the basic patterns (rudiments) of drumming, consisting of a stroke preceded by two grace notes, which are usually played with the other stick.

See also ruff
 4
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
drag one's feet





a.
 
walk slowly and wearily or with difficulty.




b.
 
(also 
drag one's heels

 )
 — (of a person or organization) be deliberately slow or reluctant to act




•
 
the government has dragged its heels over permanent legislation.















2.
 
drag someone/something through the mud






make damaging allegations about someone or something




•
 
he felt enough loyalty to his old school not to drag its name through the mud.















3.
 
in drag






wearing the clothing of the opposite sex.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





drag something out






extract information from someone against their will




•
 
the truth was being 
dragged out of

 us.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
dragan

 or Old Norse 
draga

 ‘to draw’; the noun partly from Middle Low German 
dragge

 ‘grapnel.’





drag-and-drop

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (an icon or other image) to another part of the screen using a mouse or similar device, typically in order to perform some operation on a file or document.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or permitting the movement of images in this way




•
 
drag-and-drop transfer of messages.



















drag bunt






noun






[Baseball]

 a bunt, usually by a left-handed batter, that is hit down the first baseline.














dragée

 
/dräˈZHā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a candy consisting of a center covered with a coating, such as a sugared almond or a chocolate.




2.
 
a small silver ball for decorating cookies or a cake.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (also denoting a mixture of spices): French, from Old French 
dragie

 (see dredge
 2
 ).





dragger

 
/ˈdraɡər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a trawler.














draggle

 
/ˈdraɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) dirty or wet, typically by trailing it through mud or water


(as 
adj.

 
draggled

 )


•
 
she wore a draggled skirt.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — hang untidily




•
 
red hairs draggled from under her cap.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 trail behind others; lag behind




•
 
they draggled at the heels of his troop.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: diminutive and frequentative of drag
 .





draggle-tailed

 
/ˈdraɡəlˌtāld/






adjective






‹archaic›

 having untidily trailing skirts




•
 
a draggle-tailed wench.



















draggy

 
/ˈdraɡē/






adjective






‹informal›

 dreary and lacking liveliness




•
 
a long, draggy, boring Friday afternoon.



















dragline

 
/ˈdraɡlīn/






noun



1.
 
a large excavator with a bucket pulled in by a wire cable.




2.
 
a rope used for dragging or hauling something.




3.
 
a rope that drags from something, e.g., a mooring line of a hot-air balloon.




4.
 
a line of silk produced by a spider and acting as a safety line or (in newly hatched spiderlings) a parachute.














dragnet

 
/ˈdraɡˌnet/






noun



1.
 
a net drawn through a river or across ground to trap fish or game.




2.
 
a systematic search for someone or something, especially criminals or criminal activity.













dragoman

 
/ˈdraɡəmən/





I.
 
noun




an interpreter or guide, especially in countries speaking Arabic, Turkish, or Persian.











– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete French, from Italian 
dragomanno

 , from medieval Greek 
dragoumanos

 , from Arabic 
tarjumān

 ‘interpreter.’






dragon

 
/ˈdraɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mythical monster like a giant reptile. In European tradition the dragon is typically fire-breathing and tends to symbolize chaos or evil, whereas in East Asia it is usually a beneficent symbol of fertility, associated with water and the heavens.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a fierce and intimidating person, especially a woman.




3.
 
another term for flying dragon
 .




4.
 
see Komodo dragon
 .




5.
 


‹historical›

 (in the 16th and 17th centuries) a short musket carried on the belt of a soldier, especially a mounted infantryman.




6.
 
a soldier armed with a short musket carried on the belt.

Compare with dragoon
 .











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting a large serpent): from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
drakōn

 ‘serpent.’






dragon arum






noun




any of a number of plants of the arum family, in particular the North American green dragon.













dragon boat






noun




a boat of a traditional Chinese design, typically decorated to resemble a dragon, propelled with paddles by a large crew and used for racing.













dragonet

 
/ˌdraɡəˈnet, ˈdraɡənit/





I.
 
noun




a marine fish that often lies partly buried in the seabed. The male is brightly colored.

[Two genera in the family 
Callionymidae

 : several species, in particular the European 
Callionymus lyra

 .]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a small dragon): from Old French, diminutive of 
dragon

 ‘dragon.’





dragonfish

 
/ˈdraɡənˌfiSH/






noun




a deep-sea fish with a long slender body.

[● a fish with fanglike teeth, a barbel on the chin, and luminous organs on the body (families 
Stomiatidae

 and 
Idiacanthidae

 ). ● a fish of southern polar seas with a flattened head (family 
Bathydraconidae

 ).]













dragonfly

 
/ˈdraɡənˌflī/






noun




a fast-flying long-bodied predatory insect with two pairs of large transparent wings that are spread out sideways at rest. The voracious aquatic larvae take up to five years to reach adulthood.

Compare with damselfly
 . [Suborder 
Anisoptera

 , order 
Odonata

 : several families. Dragonflies include darners and skimmers.]













dragonnade

 
/ˌdraɡəˈnād/





I.
 
noun




one of a series of persecutions directed by Louis XIV against French Protestants, in which troops were quartered upon them.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from 
dragon

 ‘dragon’ (see dragoon
 ).





dragon's blood






noun




a red gum or powder that is derived from the fruit of certain palm trees and from the stem of the dragon tree and related plants.














dragon's mouth






noun




another term for arethusa
 .














dragon tree

 
/ˈdraɡən ˌtrē/






noun




a slow-growing palmlike tree of the agave family, which is native to the Canary Islands and yields dragon's blood.

[
Dracaena draco

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]














dragoon

 
/drəˈɡo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of any of several cavalry regiments in the British army.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a mounted infantryman armed with a short rifle or musket.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coerce (someone) into doing something




•
 
she had been 
dragooned into

 helping with the housework.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a kind of carbine or musket, thought of as breathing fire): from French 
dragon

 ‘dragon.’





drag queen

 
/ˈdraɡ ˌkwēn/






noun




a man who dresses up in women's clothes, typically for the purposes of entertainment.














drag race





I.
 
noun




a race between two or more cars over a short distance, usually a quarter of a mile, as a test of acceleration.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drag racer






noun













2.
 
drag racing






noun





















dragster

 
/ˈdraɡztər/






noun




a car built or modified to take part in drag races.













drag strip






noun




a straight, paved track or section of road used for drag racing.













drail

 
/ˈdrāl/





I.
 
noun






[Fishing]

 a fishhook and line weighted with lead for dragging below the surface of the water.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting part of a plow): from the obsolete verb 
drail

 , an alteration of trail
 .





drain

 
/drān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause the water or other liquid in (something) to run out, leaving it empty, dry, or drier




•
 
we drained the swimming pool.










2.
 
cause or allow (liquid) to run off or out of something




•
 
fry the pork and 
drain off

 any excess fat.










3.
 
make (land) drier by providing channels for water to flow away in




•
 
the land was drained and the boggy ground reclaimed.










4.
 
(of a river) carry off the superfluous water from (a district)




•
 
the stream drains a wide moorland above the waterfall.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of water or another liquid) flow away from, out of, or into something




•
 
the river drains into the Pacific




•
 


‹figurative›

 Polly felt the blood drain from her face.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become dry or drier as liquid runs off or away




•
 
dishes left to drain




•
 
the plant should be watered well and allowed to drain.










7.
 
(of a person) drink the entire contents of (a glass or other container)




•
 
he seized the Scotch set before him and drained it.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a feeling or emotion) become progressively less strongly felt




•
 
gradually the tension and stress 
drained away

 .










9.
 
deprive of strength or vitality




•
 
his limbs were 
drained of

 all energy




•
 
Ruth slumped down in her seat, drained by all that had happened.










10.
 
cause (money, energy, or another valuable resource) to be lost, wasted, or used up




•
 
my mother's hospital bills are draining my income.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a resource) be lost, wasted, or used up




•
 
votes and campaign funds drained away from the Republican candidate.










12.
 


[Golf]

 
‹informal›

 (of a player) hole (a putt).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a channel or pipe carrying off surplus liquid, especially rainwater or liquid waste.




2.
 
a tube for drawing off accumulating fluid from a body cavity or an abscess.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 the part of a field-effect transistor to which the charge carriers flow after passing the gate.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that uses up a particular resource




•
 
nuclear power is 
a

 serious 
drain on

 the public purse.










5.
 
the continuous loss or expenditure of a particular resource




•
 
the drain of our heritage.














III.
 
phrases





go down the drain








‹informal›

 be totally wasted




•
 
the government must stop public money from going down the drain.





















– origin

 Old English 
drēahnian

 , 
drēhnian

 ‘strain (liquid),’ of Germanic origin; related to dry
 .





drainage

 
/ˈdrānij/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of draining something




•
 
the pot must have holes in the base for good drainage




•
 
the drainage of wetlands.










2.
 
the means of removing surplus water or liquid waste; a system of drains.













drainboard

 
/ˈdrānbôrd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sloping grooved board or surface, on which washed dishes are left to drain, typically into a sink.













drainer

 
/ˈdrānər/






noun



1.
 
a device used to drain things, in particular a rack placed on a drainboard to hold washed dishes while they drain.




2.
 
a drainboard.




3.
 
a person or device that drains a flooded area.













drainpipe

 
/ˈdrānˌpīp/






noun




a pipe for carrying off rainwater or liquid refuse from a building.













Draize test

 
/ˈdrāz ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a pharmacological test in which a substance is introduced into the eye or applied to the skin of a laboratory animal in order to ascertain the likely effect of that substance on the corresponding human tissue.











– origin

 1970s: named after John H. 
Draize

 (1900–92), the American pharmacologist who helped to develop this type of test.





drake1


 
/drāk/





I.
 
noun




a male duck




•
 
ducks and drakes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a drake mallard.

















– origin

 Middle English: related to Low German 
drake

 and German 
Enterich

 .





drake2


 
/drāk/





I.
 
noun




(in fishing) a natural or artificial mayfly, especially a subadult or gravid female.











– origin

 Old English 
draca

 , from Latin 
draco

 ‘dragon.’






Drake, Sir Francis

 
/drāk/






(
c.

 1540–96), English sailor and explorer. In his ship the 
Golden Hind

 he was the first Englishman to circumnavigate the globe (1577–80). He also played an important part in the defeat of the Spanish Armada.









Drake equation

 

‹Astronomy›







a speculative equation that gives an estimate of the likelihood of discovering intelligent extraterrestrial life in the galaxy, expressed as the product of a series of factors such as the number of stars, the fraction of stars with planets, the fraction of planets on which life evolves, the average lifetime of a civilization, etc. It was formulated by the US astronomer Frank Drake in 1961.









Drakensberg Mountains

 
/ˌdräkənzˌbərɡ ˈmount(ə)nz/






a mountain range in southern Africa that stretches northeast–southwest for a distance of 700 miles (1,126 km) through Lesotho and parts of South Africa. The highest peak is Thabana Ntlenyana (11,425 feet; 3,482 m).









Drake Passage





I.
 
an area of ocean, noted for its violent storms, that connects the South Atlantic Ocean with the South Pacific Ocean and separates the southern tip of South America (Cape Horn) from the Antarctic Peninsula.







– origin

 named after Sir Francis 
Drake

 (see Drake, Sir Francis
 ).





Drakes Bay

 
/ˌdrāks ˈbā/






an inlet of the Pacific Ocean, northwest of San Francisco in California, visited by Sir Francis Drake in 1579.









dram1


 
/dram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small drink of whiskey or other spirits (often used in humorous imitation of Scottish speech)




•
 
a wee dram to ward off the winter chill.










2.
 
another term for drachm
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
drame

 or medieval Latin 
drama

 , variants of 
dragme

 and 
dragma

 (see drachm
 ).





dram2


 
/dram/






noun




the basic monetary unit of Armenia, equal to 100 luma.













DRAM

 
/ˈdēram/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a memory chip that depends upon an applied voltage to keep the stored data.











– origin

 acronym from 
dynamic random-access memory

 .






drama

 
/ˈdrämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a play for theater, radio, or television




•
 
a gritty urban drama about growing up in Harlem.










2.
 
drama as a genre or style of literature




•
 
Renaissance drama.










3.
 
an exciting, emotional, or unexpected series of events or set of circumstances




•
 
a hostage drama




•
 
an afternoon of high drama at Fenway Park.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
drama

 , from 
dran

 ‘do, act.’





Dramamine

 
/ˈdraməˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an antihistamine compound used to counter nausea (especially travel sickness).











– origin

 1940s: from 
dram-

 (of unknown origin) + amine
 .





drama queen






noun






‹informal›

 a person who habitually responds to situations in a melodramatic way.













dramatic

 
/drəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to drama or the performance or study of drama




•
 
the dramatic arts




•
 
a dramatic society.










2.
 
(of an event or circumstance) sudden and striking




•
 
a dramatic increase in recorded crime.










3.
 
exciting or impressive




•
 
he recalled his dramatic escape from the building




•
 
dramatic mountain peaks.










4.
 
(of a person or their behavior) intending or intended to create an effect; theatrical




•
 
with a dramatic gesture, she put a hand to her brow.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
dramatikos

 , from 
drama

 , 
dramat-

 (see drama
 ).





dramatically

 
/drəˈmadəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to drama or the performance of drama




•
 
they displayed their talents both musically and dramatically




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
dramatically and technically the film falls far short.










2.
 
by a strikingly large amount or to a strikingly large extent; greatly




•
 
his health has improved dramatically




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
my opponent's policies are dramatically different from ours.










3.
 
in an exciting or impressive manner




•
 
his dramatically shaped canvases attracted critical acclaim.










4.
 
in a way intended to create an effect; theatrically




•
 
she paused dramatically.



















dramatic monologue






noun




a poem in the form of a speech or narrative by an imagined person, in which the speaker inadvertently reveals aspects of their character while describing a particular situation or series of events.













dramatics

 
/drəˈmadiks/






plural noun



1.
 
[often treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the study or practice of acting in and producing plays




•
 
she is known internationally for her work in creative dramatics.










2.
 
theatrically exaggerated or overemotional behavior




•
 
cut out the dramatics.



















dramatis personae

 
/ˌdramədəs pərˈsōnē ˌdramədəs pərˈsōnī/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the characters of a play, novel, or narrative.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘persons of the drama.’





dramatist

 
/ˈdraməˌdəst ˈdräməˌdəst/






noun




a person who writes plays.













dramatization

 
/ˌdramədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌdraməˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a play or movie adapted from a novel or depicting a particular incident




•
 
the film is a dramatization of a true story.










2.
 
the process of adapting a novel or presenting a particular incident in a play or movie




•
 
the reform of copyright law to prevent the dramatization of novels without the author's sanction.



















dramatize

 
/ˈdraməˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adapt (a novel) or present (a particular incident) as a play or movie




•
 
the famous play that dramatized the Scopes trial.










2.
 
exaggerate the seriousness or importance of (an incident or situation)




•
 
they have a tendency to dramatize things.



















dramaturge

 
/ˈdraməˌtərj /

 
dramaturg





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dramatist.




2.
 
a literary editor on the staff of a theater who consults with authors and edits texts.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French and German from Greek 
dramatourgos

 , from 
drama

 , 
dramat-

 ‘drama’ + 
-ergos

 ‘worker.’





dramaturgy

 
/ˈdraməˌtərjē ˈdräməˌtərjē/





I.
 
noun




the theory and practice of dramatic composition




•
 
studies of Shakespeare's dramaturgy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dramaturgic

 
/ˌdräməˈtərjik ˌdraməˈtərjik /






adjective













2.
 
dramaturgical

 
/ˌdräməˈtərjikəl /






adjective













3.
 
dramaturgically

 
/ˌdräməˈtərjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Drambuie

 
/ˌdramˈbo͞oē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a sweet Scotch whiskey liqueur.











– origin

 from Scottish Gaelic 
dram buidheach

 ‘satisfying drink.’





dramedy

 
/ˈdrämədē/






noun




a movie, play, or broadcast program that combines elements of drama and comedy.













Drang nach Osten

 
/ˈdräNG näk ˈästən/





I.
 
noun




the former German policy of eastward expansion, especially that espoused under Nazi rule.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: German, literally ‘pressure toward the east.’





drank

 
/draNGk/





I.
 
verb




past of drink
 .








II.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a drink, especially of an alcoholic beverage




•
 
order a drank or two




•
 
I went outside to take a drank.







[1930s: representing a regional pronunciation of drink
 .]














drape

 
/drāp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (cloth or clothing) loosely or casually on or around something




•
 
she draped a shawl around her shoulders.










2.
 
adorn, cover, or wrap (someone or something) loosely with folds of cloth




•
 
the body was draped in a blanket.










3.
 
let (oneself or a part of one's body) rest somewhere in a casual or relaxed way




•
 
he draped an arm around her shoulders.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of fabric) hang or be able to hang in loose, graceful folds




•
 
velvet drapes beautifully.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
drapes

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 long curtains




•
 
Katherine pulled back the heavy velvet drapes.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a man's suit consisting of a long jacket and narrow trousers, as worn by a Teddy boy




•
 
teds dressed in Edwardian-style drapes and suede shoes.










3.
 
a cloth for covering parts of a patient's body other than that part on which a surgical operation is being performed.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the way in which a garment or fabric hangs




•
 
by fixing the band lower down you obtain a fuller drape in the fabric.














III.
 
derivatives





drapey

 
drapy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from drapery
 , influenced by French 
draper

 ‘to drape.’ The noun senses date from the early 20th cent.






draper

 
/ˈdrāpər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a person who sells cloth and dry goods.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a maker of woolen cloth): from Old French 
drapier

 , from 
drap

 ‘cloth,’ from late Latin 
drappus

 .






drapery

 
/ˈdrāp(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cloth coverings hanging in loose folds




•
 
the hall of the school was hung with green drapery.










2.
 
(
draperies

 )
 — long curtains of heavy fabric.




3.
 
the artistic arrangement of clothing in sculpture or painting




•
 
the effigy is notable for its flowing drapery.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘cloth, fabrics’): from Old French 
draperie

 , from 
drap

 ‘cloth’ (see draper
 ).





drastic

 
/ˈdrastik/





I.
 
adjective




likely to have a strong or far-reaching effect; radical and extreme




•
 
a drastic reduction of staffing levels.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally applied to the effect of medicine): from Greek 
drastikos

 , from 
dran

 ‘do.’





drastically

 
/ˈdrastəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is likely to have a strong or far-reaching effect




•
 
now her fortunes have changed drastically




•
 
management layers will be drastically reduced.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — extremely; very




•
 
the ending was drastically different from what I'd expected.



















drat

 
/drat/





I.
 
exclamation

 — (often 
drat someone/something

 )


1.
 
a mild expression of anger or annoyance




•
 
“Drat!” said Mitchell, kicking the fence




•
 
“Drat you!”














II.
 
derivatives





dratted

 
/ˈdradəd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: shortening of 
od rat

 , euphemism for 
God rot

 .






draught

 
/draft/





I.
 
noun




British spelling of draft
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun, 
sense

 4 
of the

 noun, 
sense

 6 
of the

 noun, 
sense

 7 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
adjective




British spelling of draft
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘drawing, pulling’; also ‘something drawn, a load’): from Old Norse 
dráttr

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Tracht

 , also to draw
 . Compare with draft
 .





draughts

 
/draf(t)s/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 checkers.

See checker
 2
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 late Middle English: from draught
 ; related to obsolete 
draught

 in the sense ‘move’ (in chess or any similar game); compare with French 
trait

 , from Latin 
tractus

 ‘a dragging.’





Drava River

 
/ˌdrävə ˈrivər /

 
Drave






a river that rises in northern Italy and flows for 456 miles (725 km) through southern Austria, Slovenia, and Croatia to join the Danube River near Osijek. It forms part of the border between Hungary and Croatia.









Dravidian

 
/drəˈvidēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a family of languages spoken in southern India and Sri Lanka, or the peoples who speak them.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Dravidian family of languages.




2.
 
a member of any of the peoples speaking a Dravidian language.



Dravidian

 languages were once spoken throughout the Indian subcontinent but were restricted to the south following the arrival of speakers of Indic languages 
c.

 1000 
BC

 . Those still used, by over 160 million people, include Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, and Telugu.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
drāviḍa

 ‘relating to the Tamils’ (from 
Dravida

 ‘Tamil’) + -ian
 .






draw

 
/drô/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce (a picture or diagram) by making lines and marks, especially with a pen or pencil, on paper




•
 
he drew a map.










2.
 
produce an image of (someone or something) by making lines and marks




•
 
I asked her to draw me




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she draws really well.










3.
 
trace or produce (a line or mark) on a surface




•
 
she drew a wavering line down the board




•
 


‹figurative›

 where will we draw the outer boundaries of this Europe?










4.
 
pull or drag (something such as a vehicle) so as to make it follow behind




•
 
a cart drawn by two horses.










5.
 
pull or move (something) in a specified direction




•
 
I drew back the blanket and uncovered the body.










6.
 
gently pull or guide (someone) in a specified direction




•
 
“David,” she whispered, 
drawing him aside

 .










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a slow steady way




•
 
the driver slowed as he drew even with me




•
 
the train drew into the station.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come to or arrive at a point in time or a specified point in a process




•
 
the campaign 
drew to a close






•
 
the time for the parade itself is 
drawing near

 .










9.
 
pull (curtains, blinds, or other such coverings) shut or open




•
 
do you want me to draw the drapes?




•
 
she 
drew back

 the curtains and looked out.










10.
 
make (wire) by pulling a piece of metal through successively smaller holes.




11.
 
extract (an object or liquid) from a container or receptacle




•
 
he drew his gun and peered into the gloomy apartment




•
 
the children went down to the pond to draw water




•
 
the syringe 
drew off

 most of the fluid




•
 (as 
adj.

 
drawn

 )
 
he met them with a drawn sword.










12.
 
run (a bath)




•
 
she drew him a hot bath.










13.
 
(
draw something from

 )
 — obtain something from (a particular source)




•
 
an independent panel of judges drawn from members of the public




•
 
he draws inspiration from ordinary scenes and simple places.










14.
 
(
draw on

 )
 — use (one's experience, talents, or skills) as a resource




•
 
Sue has a lot of past experience to draw on.










15.
 
obtain or withdraw (money) from a bank or other source




•
 
this check 
draws against

 my personal account.










16.
 


[Hunting]

 search (cover) for game.




17.
 


[Bridge]

 (of player) force the opponents to play (cards in a particular suit) by leading cards in that suit




•
 
before establishing his diamonds, declarer must draw trumps.










18.
 
(
draw on

 )
 — suck smoke from (a cigarette or pipe).




19.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a chimney, flue, or fire) allow air to flow in and upward freely, so that a fire can burn




•
 
failure of a fire to draw properly can have a number of causes.










20.
 
take in (a breath)




•
 
Mrs. Feather drew a long breath and let it out.










21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of tea) be left standing so that the flavor is extracted from the leaves




•
 
a pot of tea is allowed to draw.










22.
 
disembowel




•
 
after a mockery of a trial he was 
hanged, drawn, and quartered

 .










23.
 
be the cause of (a specified response)




•
 
he drew criticism for his lavish spending.










24.
 
attract (someone) to come to a place or an event




•
 
you really drew the crowds with your playing




•
 
customers drawn in by the reductions.










25.
 
(usu. 
be drawn

 )
 — induce (someone) to reveal or do something




•
 
I would rather not be 
drawn into

 your argument.










26.
 
direct or attract (someone's attention) to something




•
 
it was an outrage and we had to draw people's attention to it.










27.
 
reach (a conclusion) by deduction or inference from a set of circumstances




•
 
the moral to be drawn is that spending wins votes.










28.
 
formulate or perceive (a comparison or distinction)




•
 
the law drew a clear distinction between innocent and fraudulent misrepresentation.










29.
 


[Golf]

 hit (the ball) so that it travels slightly to the left (for a left-handed player, the right), usually as a result of spin given to the ball




•
 
he had to learn to draw the ball—not least for the tee shots at Augusta.







Compare with fade
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb).




30.
 


[Billiards]

 impart backspin to (the cue ball), making it move backwards after hitting an object ball.




31.
 
(of a ship) require (a specified depth of water) to float in; have (a certain draft)




•
 
boats that draw only a few inches of water.










32.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sail) be filled with wind.




33.
 


(Brit.)

 finish (a contest or game) with an even score; tie


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
Brazil had drawn a stormy match 1–1.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of selecting names randomly, typically by extracting them from a bag or other container, to match competitors in a game or tournament




•
 
the draw has been made for this year's tournament.










2.
 
a game that ends with the score even; a tie.




3.
 
a person or thing that is very attractive or interesting




•
 
the museum has turned out to be a big draw for schoolchildren in the city.










4.
 
an act of inhaling smoke from a cigar




•
 
superb cigars offering tons of peppery smoke on each draw.










5.
 
an act of removing a gun from its holster in order to shoot.




6.
 


[Golf]

 a shot causing the ball to deviate to the left (or, for a left-handed golfer, the right).




7.
 


[Billiards]

 backspin imparted to a cue ball, causing it to move backwards after hitting an object ball.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
draw a bead on






see bead
 .









2.
 
draw a blank






see blank
 .









3.
 
draw blood






cause someone to bleed, especially in the course of a fight




•
 
the blow drew blood from the corner of his mouth




•
 


‹figurative›

 she knew she'd drawn blood when the smile faded from his face.















4.
 
draw fire






attract hostile criticism, usually away from a more important target




•
 
the vaccination campaign continued to draw fire.















5.
 
draw a line under






resolve not to engage in further discussion or consideration of (a difficult or distressing issue or situation)




•
 
we need to draw a line under this whole affair, not prolong it.















6.
 
draw the line






set a limit on what one is willing to do or accept, beyond which one will not go




•
 
Alex shared the domestic work but 
drew the line at

 laundry.















7.
 
draw lots






see lot
 .









8.
 
draw the short straw






see straw
 .









9.
 
quick on the draw





a.
 
very fast in taking one's gun from its holster.




b.
 
very fast in acting or reacting.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
draw back






choose not to do something that one was expected to do




•
 
the government has 
drawn back from

 attempting reform.















2.
 
draw something down

 
draw down





a.
 
reduce the size of a military force in an area




•
 
more had to be done before the US could begin to draw down its forces in any significant number




•
 
we need to start letting them stand on their own feet, and that isn't going to happen until we start drawing down.










b.
 
withdraw money from a fund or loan facility




•
 
I'm not actually going to be drawing down any of the loan until early 1999




•
 
she would have to 
draw down on

 her $253,000 investments at a rate of 7.2 per cent.










c.
 
withdraw water, oil, or gas from a reservoir or repository




•
 
the state began drawing down some of its stored water.















3.
 
draw on






(of a period of time) pass by and approach its end




•
 
he remembered sitting in silence with his grandmother as evening drew on.















4.
 
draw something on






put an item of clothing on




•
 
she drew on her gloves.















5.
 
draw someone out






gently or subtly persuade someone to talk or become more expansive




•
 
she drew me out and flattered me.















6.
 
draw something out






make something last longer




•
 
the transition was long drawn out.















7.
 
draw up






come to a halt




•
 
drivers drew up at the lights.















8.
 
draw something up






prepare a plan, proposal, agreement, or other document in detail




•
 
they instructed an attorney to draw up a sales agreement.















9.
 
draw oneself up






make oneself stand in a stiffly upright manner




•
 
Sarah drew herself up, full of indignation that he should presume to judge her.





















– origin

 Old English 
dragan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dragen

 and German 
tragen

 , also to draft
 .





drawback

 
/ˈdrôˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a feature that renders something less acceptable; a disadvantage or problem




•
 
the main drawback of fitting catalytic converters is the cost.










2.
 
an amount of excise or import duty remitted on imported goods that the importer re-exports rather than sells domestically.













drawbar

 
/ˈdrôbär/






noun



1.
 
a bar on a vehicle to which something can be attached to pull it or be pulled.




2.
 
a coupler on a railroad car.




3.
 
one of a number of bars that may be pulled out to control harmonics on an electric organ.













drawbridge

 
/ˈdrôˌbrij/






noun






‹historical›

 a bridge, especially one over a castle's moat, that is hinged at one end so that it may be raised to prevent people's crossing or to allow vessels to pass under it.













drawcord

 
/ˈdrôkôrd/






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for drawstring
 .













drawdown

 
/ˈdrôdoun/






noun



1.
 
a reduction in the size or presence of a military force




•
 
the unit is the first to leave Germany as part of the drawdown.










2.
 
an act of drawing on available funds or loan facilities




•
 
a drawdown on investment capital.










3.
 
a withdrawal of water, oil, or gas from a reservoir or repository.




•
 
drastic drawdowns can render shorelines unusable for other economic activities and largely uninhabitable for wildlife.










4.
 
a decline in an investment or fund




•
 
the drawdown seemed to be concentrated in the smaller hedge funds.



















drawee

 
/drôˈē/






noun




the person or organization, typically a bank, who must pay a draft or bill.













drawer

 
/ˈdrôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a boxlike storage compartment without a lid, made to slide horizontally in and out of a desk, chest, or other piece of furniture.




2.
 
(
drawers

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 underpants.




3.
 

/ˈdrôər /

 — a person who draws something, in particular




4.
 
a person who writes a check.




5.
 
a person who produces a drawing or design.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 another term for tapster
 .








II.
 
derivatives





drawerful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun





















drawing

 
/ˈdrô.iNG/






noun



1.
 
a picture or diagram made with a pencil, pen, or crayon rather than paint, especially one drawn in monochrome




•
 
a series of charcoal drawings on white paper.










2.
 
the art or skill or making pictures or diagrams with a pencil, pen, or crayon




•
 
she took lessons in drawing.










3.
 
the selection of a winner or winners in a lottery or raffle




•
 
entrants need not be present at the drawing.



















drawing board

 
/ˈdroiNG ˌbô(ə)rd/





I.
 
noun




a large flat board on which paper may be spread for artists or designers to work on.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
back to the drawing board






used to indicate that an idea, scheme, or proposal has been unsuccessful and that a new one must be devised




•
 
the government must go back to the drawing board and review the whole issue of youth training.















2.
 
on the drawing board






(of an idea, scheme, or proposal) under consideration and not yet ready to put into practice




•
 
there are plans to enlarge the runway, but at present all this remains on the drawing board.























drawing card

 
/ˈdrôiNG kärd /

 


‹Brit.›

 drawcard






noun






‹informal›

 a quality or feature that evokes interest or liking; an attraction




•
 
rookie fireball flingers are the prime drawing cards of spring baseball.



















drawing pin

 
/ˈdroiNG ˌpin/






noun




British term for thumbtack
 .













drawing room





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room in a large private house in which guests can be received and entertained.




2.
 
a private compartment in a train, typically one that accommodates two or three people.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consciously refined, lighthearted, and elegant




•
 
drawing-room small talk.










2.
 
(of a song or play) characterized by a polite observance of social proprieties




•
 
a stock figure of Thirties drawing-room comedy.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a private room attached to a more public one): abbreviation of 16th-cent. 
withdrawing-room

 ‘a room to withdraw to.’





drawknife

 
/ˈdrônīf/






noun




a knife consisting of a blade with a handle at each end at right angles to it, which is drawn over a surface, toward the user, with a paring effect.













drawl

 
/drôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak in a slow, lazy way with prolonged vowel sounds


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Suits me fine,” he drawled.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slow, lazy way of speaking or an accent with unusually prolonged vowel sounds




•
 
a Texas drawl.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drawler






noun













2.
 
drawly






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably originally slang, from Low German or Dutch 
dralen

 ‘delay, linger.’





drawn

 
/drôn/





I.
 
past participle of draw
 .




II.
 
adjective




(of a person or a person's face) looking strained from illness, exhaustion, anxiety, or pain




•
 
Cathy was pale and drawn and she looked tired out.



















drawn butter

 
/drôn ˈbədər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 melted butter.













drawn-out

 
/ˈdrôn ˈˌout/






adjective

 — (often 
long-drawn-out

 )


1.
 
lasting or seeming to last longer than is necessary




•
 
a long-drawn-out courtship.



















drawnwork

 
/ˈdrônwərk /

 
drawn threadwork






noun




ornamental work on linen or other fabric, done by drawing out threads and usually with additional needlework.













draw poker






noun




a variety of poker in which each player is dealt five cards and, after the first round of betting, may discard some (usually up to three) of these cards and draw replacements from the dealer.













draw reins






noun




a pair of reins that are attached to a horse's saddle or girth and pass through the bit rings to the rider's hands.













drawsheet

 
/ˈdrôˌSHēt /

 
draw sheet






noun




a sheet that is placed in such a way that it can be taken from under a patient or invalid without disturbing the bedclothes.














drawstring

 
/ˈdrôˌstriNG/






noun




a string in the seam of the material of a garment or a bag, which can be pulled to tighten or close it.













dray

 
/drā/





I.
 
noun




a truck or cart for delivering beer barrels or other heavy loads, especially a low one without sides.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a sledge): perhaps from Old English 
dræge

 ‘dragnet,’ related to 
dragan

 ‘to pull’ (see draw
 ).





dray horse

 
/ˈdrā ˌhôrs/






noun




a large, powerful horse used to pull heavy loads.













drayman

 
/ˈdrāmən/






noun




a person who delivers beer for a brewery.













DRC






abbreviation




Democratic Republic of Congo.













dread

 
/dred/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
anticipate with great apprehension or fear




•
 
Jane was dreading the party




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I 
dread to think

 what Russell will say.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 regard with great awe or reverence.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
great fear or apprehension




•
 
the thought of returning to New Jersey filled her with dread




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
I used to have a dread of Sunday afternoons.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person with dreadlocks.




3.
 
(
dreads

 )
 — dreadlocks.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
greatly feared; dreadful




•
 
he was stricken with the dread disease and died.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 regarded with awe; greatly revered




•
 
that dread being we dare oppose.

















– origin

 Old English 
ādrǣdan

 , 
ondrǣdan

 ; related to Old High German 
intrātan

 .





dreaded

 
/ˈdredəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
regarded with great fear or apprehension




•
 
the dreaded news came that Joe had been wounded




•
 


‹humorous›

 the dreaded fax machine.



















dreadful

 
/ˈdredfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or involving great suffering, fear, or unhappiness; extremely bad or serious




•
 
there's been a dreadful accident.










2.
 
extremely disagreeable




•
 
the weather was dreadful.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to emphasize the degree to which something is the case, especially something regarded with sadness or disapproval




•
 
you're a dreadful flirt.










4.
 
(of a person) unwell or troubled




•
 
she looked dreadful and she was struggling for breath




•
 
I feel dreadful—I hate myself.














II.
 
derivatives





dreadfulness

 
/ˈdredfəlnəs /






noun





















dreadfully

 
/ˈdredfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
[often as 
submodifier

 ]
 — extremely




•
 
you're dreadfully thin




•
 
I'm dreadfully sorry!










2.
 
very much




•
 
I'll miss you dreadfully.










3.
 
very badly




•
 
the company has performed dreadfully.




















dreadlocks

 
/ˈdredˌläks/





I.
 
plural noun




a hairstyle in which the hair is washed but not combed and twisted while wet into tight braids or ringlets hanging down on all sides.








II.
 
derivatives





dreadlocked






adjective





















dreadnought

 
/ˈdredˌnôt ˈdredˌnät /

 
dreadnaught






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a type of battleship introduced in the early 20th century, larger and faster than its predecessors and equipped entirely with large-caliber guns.

[named after Britain's HMS 
Dreadnought

 , which was the first to be completed (1906).]




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a heavy overcoat for stormy weather.













dream

 
/drēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of thoughts, images, and sensations occurring in a person's mind during sleep




•
 
I had a recurrent dream about falling from great heights.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state of mind in which someone is or seems to be unaware of their immediate surroundings




•
 
he had been walking around 
in a dream

 all day.










3.
 
a cherished aspiration, ambition, or ideal




•
 
I fulfilled a childhood dream when I became champion




•
 
the girl 
of my dreams






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
they'd found their dream home.










4.
 
an unrealistic or self-deluding fantasy




•
 
maybe he could get a job and earn some money—but he knew this was just a dream.










5.
 
a person or thing perceived as wonderful or perfect




•
 
her new man's an absolute dream




•
 
it was a 
dream of a

 backhand




•
 
she's a couturier's dream.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience dreams during sleep




•
 
I 
dreamed about

 her last night.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — see, hear, or feel (something) in a dream




•
 
maybe you dreamed it




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I dreamed that I was going to be executed.










3.
 
indulge in daydreams or fantasies, typically about something greatly desired




•
 
she had 
dreamed of

 a trip to Italy.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
dream time away

 )
 — waste one's time in a lazy, unproductive way.




5.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — contemplate the possibility of doing something or that something might be the case




•
 
I wouldn't 
dream of

 foisting myself on you




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I never dreamed anyone would take offense.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond one's wildest dreams






bigger or better than could be reasonably expected




•
 
stockbrokers command salaries beyond the wildest dreams of most workers.















2.
 
in your dreams






used in spoken English to assert that something much desired is not likely ever to happen.









3.
 
in one's wildest dreams






[with 
negative

 ]
 — used to emphasize that a situation is beyond the scope of one's imagination




•
 
she could never in her wildest dreams have imagined the summer weather in New York.















4.
 
like a dream








‹informal›

 very well or successfully




•
 
the car is still running like a dream.















5.
 
live the dream








‹informal›

 have a lifestyle that is perceived as wonderful or perfect




•
 
the couple seemed to 
be living the dream

 : three gorgeous children and a plush pad.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
dream on






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used, especially in spoken English, as an ironic comment on the unlikely or impractical nature of a plan or aspiration




•
 
Dean thinks he's going to get the job. Dream on, babe.















2.
 
dream something up






imagine or invent something




•
 
he's been dreaming up new ways of attracting customers.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dreamful

 
/-fəl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›















2.
 
dreamless

 
/ˈdrēmləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin, related to Dutch 
droom

 and German 
Traum

 , and probably also to Old English 
drēam

 ‘joy, music.’





dreamboat

 
/ˈdrēmˌbōt/






noun






‹informal›

 a very attractive person, especially a man.













dreamcatcher

 
/ˈdrēmˌkaCHər, ˈdrēmˌkeCHər/






noun




a small hoop containing a horsehair mesh, or a similar construction of string or yarn, decorated with feathers and beads, believed to give its owner good dreams. Dreamcatchers were originally made by American Indians.













dreamer

 
/ˈdrēmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who dreams or is dreaming.




2.
 
a person who is unpractical or idealistic




•
 
a rebellious young dreamer.



















dreamland

 
/ˈdrēmˌland/






noun



1.
 
sleep regarded as a world of dreams




•
 
she tries to lull herself into dreamland.










2.
 
an imagined and unrealistically ideal world




•
 
there was always in the Cotton Club a certain dreamland aspect.



















dreamlike

 
/ˈdrēmlīk/






adjective




having the qualities of a dream; unreal




•
 
she snapped out of her dreamlike state.



















dreamscape

 
/ˈdrēmskāp/






noun




a landscape or scene with the strangeness or mystery characteristic of dreams




•
 
surrealism's popular manifestations were the dreamscapes of Salvador Dalí.



















dream team






noun




a team of people perceived as the perfect combination for a particular purpose




•
 
the two have been linked as the dream team that will revitalize New York Democrats.



















Dreamtime

 
/ˈdrēmtīm/






noun




(in the mythology of some Australian Aborigines) the “golden age” when the first ancestors were created.













dreamwork

 
/ˈdrēmwərk/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the processes by which the unconscious mind alters the manifest content of dreams in order to conceal their real meaning from the dreamer.













dreamworld

 
/ˈdrēmˌwərld/






noun




a fantastic or idealized view of life




•
 
somebody who can live in a romantic dreamworld.



















dreamy

 
/ˈdrēmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not practical; given to daydreaming




•
 
a dreamy boy who grew up absorbed in poetry.










2.
 
having a magical or pleasantly unreal quality; dreamlike




•
 
a slow dreamy melody.










3.
 


‹informal›

 delightful; gorgeous




•
 
I bet he was really dreamy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dreamily

 
/ˈdrēmilē /






adverb













2.
 
dreaminess

 
/ˈdrēmēnəs /






noun





















drear

 
/ˈdrir/





I.
 
adjective




literary term for dreary
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: abbreviation.






dreary

 
/ˈdrirē/





I.
 
adjective




dull, bleak, and lifeless; depressing




•
 
the dreary routine of working, eating, and trying to sleep.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drearily

 
/ˈdrirəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dreariness

 
/ˈdrirēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
drēorig

 ‘gory, cruel,’ also ‘melancholy,’ from 
drēor

 ‘gore,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
traurig

 ‘sorrowful,’ also to drowsy
 , and probably to drizzle
 .





dreck

 
/drek /

 
drek





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 rubbish; trash




•
 
this so-called art is pure dreck.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dreckish






adjective













2.
 
drecky






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Yiddish 
drek

 ‘filth, dregs,’ from a Germanic base shared by Old English 
threax

 ; probably related to Greek 
skōr

 ‘dung.’





dredge1


 
/drej/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean out the bed of (a harbor, river, or other area of water) by scooping out mud, weeds, and rubbish with a dredge.




2.
 
bring up or clear (something) from a river, harbor, or other area of water with a dredge




•
 
mud was dredged out of the harbor




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they start to 
dredge for

 oysters in November.










3.
 
(
dredge something up

 )
 — bring to people's attention an unpleasant or embarrassing fact or incident that had been forgotten




•
 
I don't understand why you had to dredge up this story.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparatus for bringing up objects or mud from a river or seabed by scooping or dragging.




2.
 
a dredger.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun; originally in 
dredge-boat

 ): perhaps related to Middle Dutch 
dregghe

 ‘grappling hook.’






dredge2


 
/drej/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sprinkle (food) with a powdered substance, typically flour or sugar




•
 
dredge the bananas with sugar and cinnamon.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
dredge

 ‘sweetmeat, mixture of spices,’ from Old French 
dragie

 , perhaps via Latin from Greek 
tragēmata

 ‘spices.’ Compare with dragée
 .





dredger

 
/ˈdrejər/






noun




a barge or other vessel designed for dredging harbors or other bodies of water.













dree

 
/drē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 endure (something burdensome or painful)




•
 
he dreed pain and dolor.














II.
 
phrases





dree one's weird






submit to one's destiny.















– origin

 Old English 
drēogan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
drýgja

 ‘practice, perpetrate.’





dregs

 
/dreɡz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the remnants of a liquid left in a container, together with any sediment or grounds




•
 
coffee dregs.










2.
 
the most worthless part or parts of something




•
 
the dregs of society.














II.
 
derivatives





dreggy

 
/ˈdreɡē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
drägg

 (plural).





dreidel

 
/ˈdrādl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small four-sided spinning top with a Hebrew letter on each side, used by the Jews.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a gambling game played with a dreidel, especially at Hanukkah.











– origin

 1930s: from Yiddish 
dreydl

 ; compare with German 
drehen

 ‘to turn.’





Dreiser, Theodore

 
/ˈdrīzər/






(1871–1945), US novelist; full name 
Theodore Herman Albert Dreiser

 . His first novel, 
Sister Carrie

 (1900), caused controversy for its frank treatment of the heroine's sexuality and ambition. Other notable works: 
An American Tragedy

 (1925) and 
America Is Worth Saving

 (1941).









drench

 
/dren(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wet thoroughly; soak




•
 
I fell in the stream and got drenched




•
 (as 
noun

 
drenching

 )
 
a severe drenching would kill his uncle.










2.
 
cover (something) liberally or thoroughly




•
 
cool patios drenched in flowers.










3.
 
forcibly administer a drug in liquid form orally to (an animal).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dose of medicine administered to an animal.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a draft of a medicinal or poisonous liquid.











– origin

 Old English 
drencan

 ‘force to drink,’ 
drenc

 ‘a drink or draft,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
tränken

 (verb), 
Trank

 (noun), also to drink
 .





Dresden1


 
/ˈdrezdən/






a city in eastern Germany, the capital of Saxony, on the Elbe River; pop. 504,800 (est. 2006). It was almost totally destroyed by Allied bombing in 1945.










Dresden2


 
/ˈdrezdən /

 
Dresden china






noun




porcelain ware with elaborate decoration and delicate colorings, made originally at Dresden and (since 1710) at nearby Meissen


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fine Dresden china cup.




















dress

 
/dres/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — put on one's clothes




•
 
Graham showered and dressed quickly




•
 
I'll go and 
get dressed

 .










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — wear clothes in a particular way or of a particular type




•
 
she's nice-looking and dresses well




•
 (
be dressed

 )
 
he was dressed in jeans and a thick sweater.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put clothes on (someone)




•
 
they dressed her in a white hospital gown.










4.
 
put on clothes appropriate for a formal occasion




•
 
we 
dressed for dinner

 every night.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — design or supply clothes for (a celebrity)




•
 
for over four decades he dressed the royal family.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — decorate (something) in an artistic or attractive way




•
 
they had dressed the doorframes with sprays of bittersweet.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat or prepare (something) in a certain way, in particular




8.
 
clean, treat, or apply a dressing to (a wound).




9.
 
clean and prepare (food, especially poultry or shellfish) for cooking or eating


(as 
adj.

 
dressed

 )


•
 
dressed crab.










10.
 
add a dressing to (a salad).




11.
 
apply a fertilizing substance to (a field, garden, or plant).




12.
 
complete the preparation or manufacture of (leather or fabric) by treating its surface in some way.




13.
 
smooth the surface of (stone)


(as 
adj.

 
dressed

 )


•
 
a tower built of dressed stone.










14.
 
arrange or style (one's own or someone else's hair), especially in an elaborate way.




15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 draw up (troops) in the proper alignment.




16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of troops) come into proper alignment.




17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare (an artificial fly) for use in fishing


(as 
adj.

 
dressed

 )


•
 
a dressed wet fly.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a one-piece garment for a woman or girl that covers the body and extends down over the legs.




2.
 
clothing of a specified kind for men or women




•
 
traditional African dress




•
 


‹figurative›

 the underlying theme is recognizable even when it appears in feminist dress.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting military uniform or other clothing used on formal or ceremonial occasions




•
 
a dress suit.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dressed to kill






wearing glamorous clothes intended to create a striking impression.









2.
 
dressed to the nines






dressed very elaborately.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
dress down






dress informally




•
 
Sue dressed down in old jeans and a white blouse.















2.
 
dress someone down








‹informal›

 reprimand someone.









3.
 
dress ship






decorate a ship with flags, for a special occasion.









4.
 
dress up





a.
 
dress in smart or formal clothes.




b.
 
dress in a special costume for fun or as part of an entertainment




•
 
he dressed up as a gorilla.















5.
 
dress something up






present something in such a way that it appears better than it really is




•
 
the company dressed up the figures a little.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘put straight’): from Old French 
dresser

 ‘arrange, prepare,’ based on Latin 
directus

 ‘direct, straight.’





dressage

 
/ˈdresäZH/





I.
 
noun




the art of riding and training a horse in a manner that develops obedience, flexibility, and balance.











– origin

 1930s: from French, literally ‘training.’






dress circle

 
/ˈdres ˌsərkəl/






noun




the first level of seats above the ground floor in a theater.













dress coat

 
/ˈdres ˌkōt/






noun




another term for tailcoat
 .













dress code

 
//






noun



1.
 
a set of rules, usually written and posted, specifying the required manner of dress at a school, office, club, restaurant, etc.




•
 
while the dress code doesn't require two-tone shoes, you will get turned away if you wear jeans.










2.
 
the customary style of dress of a specified group




•
 
jeans or shorts, the standard dress code for producer types.



















dress-down






adjective




of or relating to dress that is informal or less formal than would be expected




•
 
his genius for casual, dress-down clothes




•
 
at his company, ‘dress-down day’ lasts all week.



















dress-down Friday






noun




another term for casual Friday
 .













dresser1


 
/ˈdresər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a chest of drawers.




2.
 
a sideboard with shelves above for storing and displaying plates and kitchen utensils.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a kitchen sideboard or table on which food was prepared): from Old French 
dresseur

 , from 
dresser

 ‘prepare’ (see dress
 ).





dresser2


 
/ˈdresər/






noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who dresses in a specified way




•
 
a snappy dresser.










2.
 
a person who habitually dresses in a smart or elegant way




•
 
she's gorgeous—and she's a dresser.










3.
 
a person whose job is to look after theatrical costumes and help actors to dress.




4.
 
a person who prepares, treats, or finishes a material or piece of equipment.













dressing

 
/ˈdresiNG/






noun



1.
 
(also 
salad dressing

 )
 — a sauce for salads, typically one consisting of oil and vinegar mixed together with herbs or other flavorings




•
 
vinaigrette dressing.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 stuffing




•
 
turkey with apple dressing.










3.
 
a piece of material placed on a wound to protect it




•
 
an antiseptic dressing.










4.
 
size or stiffening used in the finishing of fabrics.




5.
 
a fertilizing substance such as compost or manure spread over or plowed into land.













dressing-down

 
/ˈˌdresiNG ˈdoun/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a severe reprimand




•
 
the secretary received a public dressing-down.



















dressing gown

 
/ˈdresiNG ˌɡoun/






noun






(Brit.)

 a long loose robe, typically worn after getting out of bed or bathing.













dressing room






noun



1.
 
a room in which actors change clothes before and after their performance.




2.
 
a small room or cubicle in a clothing store, used by customers to try on clothes.













dressing table

 
/ˈdresiNG ˌtābəl/






noun




a table with a mirror and drawers for cosmetics, etc., used while dressing or applying makeup.













dressmaker

 
/ˈdresˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person whose job is making women's clothes.








II.
 
derivatives





dressmaking

 
/ˈdresˌmākiNG /






noun





















dress parade

 
/dres pəˈrād/






noun




a military parade in full dress uniform.













dress rehearsal

 
/ˈdres rəˈˌhərsəl/






noun




the final rehearsal of a live show, in which everything is done as it would be in a real performance.














dress shield

 
/ˈdre(s) ˌSHēld/






noun




a piece of waterproof material fastened in the armpit of a dress to protect it from perspiration.













dress shirt

 
/ˈdre(s) ˌSHərt/






noun



1.
 
a man's white shirt worn with a bow tie and a dinner jacket on formal occasions.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a man's long-sleeved shirt, suitable for wearing with a tie.













dressy

 
/ˈdresē/






adjective



1.
 
(of clothes) suitable for a festive or formal occasion




•
 
wear something dressy, Kate, we're going to a cocktail party.










2.
 
requiring or given to wearing dressy clothes




•
 
the sweater can be worn under a blazer for more dressy events.



















drew

 
/dro͞o/






past of draw
 .









Drexel, Anthony Joseph

 
/ˈdreksəl/






(1826–93), US banker and philanthropist. He joined his father's brokerage firm in 1847 and merged with J. P. Morgan in 1871, making Drexel, Morgan, and Co. the most powerful investment banking house in the US. He was the founder 1892 and benefactor of Drexel Institute of Technology.









drey

 
/drā/





I.
 
noun




the nest of a squirrel, typically in the form of a mass of twigs in a tree.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dreyfus, Alfred

 
/ˈdrāfəs, ˈdrī-/






(1859–1935), French army officer. In 1894, he was falsely accused of providing military secrets to the Germans; his trial and imprisonment caused a major political crisis in France. He was eventually fully exonerated in 1906.










dribble

 
/ˈdribəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) fall slowly in drops or a thin stream




•
 
rain dribbled down the window.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pour (a liquid) slowly in drops or a thin stream




•
 
he dribbled cream into his coffee.










3.
 
allow saliva to run from the mouth




•
 
his mouth was open and he was dribbling.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (chiefly in soccer, field hockey, and basketball) take (the ball) forward past opponents with slight touches of the feet or the stick, or (in basketball) by continuous bouncing




•
 
he attempted to dribble the ball from the goal area




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he dribbled past a swarm of defenders.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin stream of liquid; a trickle




•
 
a dribble of blood.










2.
 
saliva running from the mouth.




3.
 
(in soccer, hockey, and basketball) an act or instance of taking the ball forward with repeated slight touches or bounces.








III.
 
derivatives





dribbler

 
/ˈdrib(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: frequentative of obsolete 
drib

 , variant of drip
 . The original sense was ‘shoot an arrow short or wide of its target,’ which was also a sense of 
drib

 .





driblet

 
/ˈdriblət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin stream or small drop of liquid




•
 


driblets of

 spittle run from her mouth.










2.
 
a small or insignificant amount




•
 
the prisoners were let out 
in driblets

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘small sum of money’): from obsolete 
drib

 (see dribble
 ) + -let
 .





dribs and drabs

 
/ˌdribz ən ˈdrabz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
in dribs and drabs

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 in small scattered or sporadic amounts




•
 
doing the work in dribs and drabs.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from obsolete 
drib

 (see dribble
 ) and 
drab

 (by reduplication).





dried

 
/drīd/






past and past participle of dry
 .










drift

 
/drift/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be carried slowly by a current of air or water




•
 
the cabin cruiser started to drift downstream




•
 


‹figurative›

 excited voices drifted down the hall.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a person) walk slowly, aimlessly, or casually




•
 
people began to drift away.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — move passively, aimlessly, or involuntarily into a certain situation or condition




•
 
I was drifting off to sleep




•
 
Lewis and his father drifted apart.










4.
 
(of a person or their attention) digress or stray to another subject




•
 
I noticed my audience's attention drifting.










5.
 
(especially of snow or leaves) be blown into heaps by the wind




•
 
fallen leaves start to drift in the gutters




•
 (as 
adj.

 
drifting

 )
 
drifting snow.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a continuous slow movement from one place to another




•
 
there was a drift to the towns.










2.
 
the deviation of a vessel, aircraft, or projectile from its intended or expected course as the result of currents or winds




•
 
the pilot had not noticed any appreciable drift.










3.
 
a steady movement or development from one thing toward another, especially one that is perceived as unwelcome




•
 
the drift toward a more repressive style of policing.










4.
 
a state of inaction or indecision




•
 
after so much drift, any expression of enthusiasm is welcome.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the general intention or meaning of an argument or someone's remarks




•
 
maybe I'm too close to the forest to see the trees, 
if you catch my drift

 .




•
 
he didn't understand much Greek, but he 
got her drift

 .










6.
 
a large mass of snow, leaves, or other material piled up or carried along by the wind.




7.
 


[Geology]

 glacial and fluvioglacial deposits left by retreating ice sheets.




8.
 
a large mass of flowering plants growing together




•
 
a drift of daffodils.










9.
 


[Mining]

 a horizontal or inclined passage following a mineral vein or coal seam.








III.
 
derivatives





drifty






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘mass of snow, leaves, etc’): originally from Old Norse 
drift

 ‘snowdrift, something driven’; in later use from Middle Dutch 
drift

 ‘course, current’; related to drive
 .





drifter

 
/ˈdriftər/






noun



1.
 
a person who is continually moving from place to place, without any fixed home or job.




2.
 
a fishing boat equipped with a drift net.













driftfish

 
/ˈdriftˌfiSH/






noun




a slender-bodied bottom-dwelling fish found in the deeper waters of warm seas.

[Family 
Nomeidae

 (or 
Stromateidae

 ): several genera, in particular 
Ariomma

 .]













drift ice

 
/drift īs/






noun




detached pieces of ice drifting with the wind or ocean currents.













drift net

 
/ˈdrift ˌnet /

 
driftnet





I.
 
noun




a large net for herring and similar fish, kept upright by weights at the bottom and floats at the top and allowed to drift with the tide.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drift netter






noun













2.
 
drift netting






noun





















drift pin






noun




a steel pin driven into a hole in a piece of metal to enlarge, shape, or align the hole.













driftwood

 
/ˈdrif(t)wo͝od/






noun




pieces of wood that are floating on the sea or have been washed ashore.














drill1


 
/dril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hand tool, power tool, or machine with a rotating cutting tip or reciprocating hammer or chisel, used for making holes.




2.
 
a tool used by a dentist for cutting away part of a tooth before filling it.




3.
 
instruction or training in military exercises




•
 
parade-ground drill.










4.
 
intensive instruction or training in something, typically by means of repeated exercises




•
 
tables can be mastered by drill and practice




•
 
language-learning drills.










5.
 
a rehearsal of the procedure to be followed in an emergency




•
 
air-raid drills.










6.
 
(
the drill

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the correct or recognized procedure or way of doing something




•
 
he didn't know the drill.










7.
 
a predatory mollusk that bores into the shells of other mollusks in order to feed on the soft tissue.

[Family 
Muricidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : several genera and species, in particular the American 
oyster drill

 (
Urosalpinx cinerea

 ), which is a serious pest of oyster beds.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce (a hole) in something by or as if by boring with a drill




•
 
drill holes through the tiles for the masonry pins.










2.
 
make a hole in (something) by boring with a drill




•
 
a power tool for drilling wood.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a hole in or through something by using a drill




•
 
do not attempt to drill through a joist




•
 


‹figurative›

 his eyes drilled into her.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sink a borehole in order to obtain a certain substance, typically oil or water




•
 
they are licensed to 
drill for

 oil in the area




•
 (as 
noun

 
drilling

 )
 
drilling should begin next year.










5.
 
(of a dentist) cut away part of (a tooth) before filling it.




6.
 


‹informal›

 (of a sports player) hit, throw, or kick (a ball or puck) hard and in a straight line




•
 
Rose drilled a ball deep to right center.










7.
 
subject (someone) to military training exercises




•
 
a sergeant was drilling new recruits.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) take part in military training exercises




•
 
the troops were drilling.










9.
 
instruct (someone) in something by the means of repeated exercises or practice




•
 
I reacted instinctively because I had been drilled to do just that.










10.
 
(
drill something into

 )
 — cause (someone) to learn something by repeating it regularly




•
 
his mother had drilled into him the need to pay for one's sins.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





drill down








[Computing]

 access data that is in a lower level of a hierarchically structured database




•
 
just click on a button and drill down until you find the level of detail you require




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a drill-down menu of topics.


















IV.
 
derivatives





driller

 
/ˈdrilər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
drillen

 ‘bore, turn in a circle.’





drill2


 
/dril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine that makes small furrows, sows seed in them, and then covers the sown seed.




2.
 
a small furrow, especially one made by a drill.




3.
 
a ridge with a furrow on top made by a drill.




4.
 
a row of plants sown in a furrow made by a drill




•
 
drills of lettuces.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or machine) sow (seed) with a drill




•
 
crops drilled in autumn.










2.
 
plant (the ground) in furrows


(as 
noun

 
drilling

 )


•
 
accurate ridging and drilling make hoeing much easier.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘small furrow’): perhaps from drill
 1
 .






drill3


 
/dril/





I.
 
noun




a dark brown baboon with a short tail and a naked blue or purple rump, found in the rain forests of West Africa.

Compare with mandrill
 . [
Mandrillus leucophaeus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably a local word. Compare with mandrill
 .





drill4


 
/dril/





I.
 
noun




a coarse twilled cotton or linen fabric.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: abbreviation of earlier 
drilling

 , from German 
Drillich

 , from Latin 
trilix

 ‘triple-twilled,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
licium

 ‘thread.’





drilling rig

 
/ˈdriliNG ˌriɡ/






noun




a large structure with equipment for drilling an oil well.













drillmaster

 
/ˈdrilˌmastər/






noun



1.
 
one who instructs or leads others, especially recruits, in military drills and marching.




2.
 
a rigorous, exacting, or severe instructor; a martinet.













drill press






noun




a machine tool for drilling holes, set on a fixed stand.













drill sergeant

 
/ˈdril ˌsärjənt/






noun




a noncommissioned officer who trains soldiers in basic military skills.













drill stem






noun




a rotating rod or cylinder used in drilling.













drillstock

 
/ˈdrilstäk/






noun




the part of a drilling tool or machine that holds the bit.













Drina River

 
/ˌdrēnə ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 285 miles (459 km), partly along the border between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia, into the Sava River west of Belgrade in Serbia.










drink

 
/driNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (a liquid) into the mouth and swallow




•
 
we sat by the fire, drinking our coffee




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he drank thirstily.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — consume or be in the habit of consuming alcohol, especially to excess




•
 
she doesn't drink or smoke




•
 
he 
drank himself into

 a stupor




•
 (as 
noun

 
drinking

 )
 
Les was ordered to cut down his drinking.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
drink up

 )
 — consume the rest of a drink, especially in a rapid manner.




4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a plant or a porous substance) absorb (moisture).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wine) have a specified flavor or character when drunk




•
 
this wine is really drinking beautifully.










6.
 
(
drink something in

 )
 — watch or listen to something with eager pleasure or interest




•
 
she strolled to the window to drink in the view.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a liquid that can be swallowed as refreshment or nourishment




•
 
cans of soda and other drinks




•
 
a table covered with food and drink.










2.
 
a quantity of liquid swallowed




•
 
he had a drink of water.










3.
 
alcohol, or the habitual or excessive consumption of alcohol




•
 
the effects of too much drink




•
 
they both 
took to drink

 .










4.
 
a glass of liquid, especially when alcoholic




•
 
we went for a drink.










5.
 
(
the drink

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the sea or another large area of water.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
drink and drive






drive a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol.









2.
 
drink deep






take a large draft or drafts of something




•
 


‹figurative›

 he learned to 
drink deep of

 the Catholic tradition.















3.
 
drink someone's health






express one's good wishes for someone by raising one's glass and drinking a small amount.









4.
 
drink (a toast) to






celebrate or wish for the good fortune of someone or something by raising one's glass and drinking a small amount.









5.
 
drink someone under the table








‹informal›

 consume as much alcohol as one's drinking companion without becoming as drunk.









6.
 
I'll drink to that






uttered to express one's agreement with or approval of a statement.















– origin

 Old English 
drincan

 (verb), 
drinc

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
drinken

 and German 
trinken

 .





drinkable

 
/ˈdriNGkəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of a liquid) fit to drink; potable




•
 
a supply of drinkable water.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a drink) pleasant to taste; palatable




•
 
a very drinkable red wine.



















drink-driving

 
/ˈdriNGk ˈˌdrīviNG/





I.
 
noun




British term for drunk driving
 .








II.
 
derivatives





drink-driver

 
/ˈdriNGk ˈˌdrīvər /






noun





















drinker

 
/ˈdriNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a person who drinks a particular drink




•
 
coffee drinkers.










2.
 
a person who drinks alcohol, especially to excess




•
 
a heavy drinker.



















drinking age






noun




the minimum age at which it is legal for a person to buy alcohol




•
 
he is still one year under the legal drinking age in Ontario




•
 
most states had raised the drinking age to 21.




















drinking fountain

 
/driNGkiNG ˈfount(ə)n/






noun




a device producing a small jet of water for drinking.













drinking game






noun




a game or contest involving the consumption of alcoholic drinks, typically as a penalty or in response to a specified cue or prompt




•
 
the pre-parties tend to center around drinking games




•
 
I've started a new drinking game: every time they mention baseball you have to take a drink.



















drinking song

 
/ˈdriNGkiNG ˌsôNG/






noun




a hearty song, typically concerning drink and having bawdy lyrics, which is sung while drinking alcohol.














drip

 
/drip/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
let fall or be so wet as to shed small drops of liquid




•
 
the faucet won't stop dripping




•
 
his hands were 
dripping with

 blood.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of liquid) fall in small drops




•
 
water dripped from her clothing.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause or allow (a liquid) to shed small drops




•
 
the candle was dripping wax down one side.










4.
 
display a copious amount or degree of a particular quality or thing




•
 
the women were 
dripping with

 gold and diamonds




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
her voice dripped sarcasm.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small drop of a liquid




•
 
she put the bucket on top of the dresser to catch the drips.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the action or sound of liquid falling steadily in small drops




•
 
the drip, drip, drip of the leak in the roof.










3.
 
short for drip feed
 .




4.
 


‹informal›

 a weak and ineffectual person.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 a projection or groove on the underside of a cornice, windowsill, or molding that prevents rain from running down the wall below.

Compare with dripstone
 .











– origin

 Old English 
dryppan

 , 
drȳpen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Danish 
dryppe

 , also to drop
 .





drip-dry

 
/ˈdrip ˈˌdrī/





I.
 
adjective




(of a fabric or garment) capable of drying without creasing when hung up after washing




•
 
drip-dry shirts.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of fabric or a garment) become dry without forming creases when hung up after washing.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dry (fabric or a garment) by hanging it up after washing




•
 
it's easy to wash and simple to drip-dry.




















drip feed

 
/ˈdrip ˌfēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for introducing fluid drop by drop into a system, e.g., lubricating oil into an engine.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a device that passes fluid, nutrients, or drugs drop by drop into a patient's body on a continuous basis, usually intravenously




•
 
he had been 
on a drip feed

 for several days.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce (fluid) drop by drop




•
 
the oiler drip-feeds oil onto all drive chains.










2.
 
supply (a patient) with fluid, nutrients, or drugs through a drip feed.













dripless

 
/ˈdripləs/






adjective




designed to prevent dripping




•
 
dripless valve.



















dripping

 
/ˈdripiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (
drippings

 )


1.
 
fat that has melted and dripped from roasting meat, used in cooking.




2.
 


(US)

 wax, fat, or other liquid produced from something by the effect of heat.








II.
 
adjective




extremely wet


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 


dripping wet

 hair.



















drippy

 
/ˈdripē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 weak, ineffectual, or sloppily sentimental




•
 
a drippy love song.










2.
 
tending to drip




•
 
drippy food.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drippily

 
/ˈdripilē /






adverb













2.
 
drippiness






noun






















dripstone

 
/ˈdripstōn/






noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a molding over a door or window that deflects rain and enhances the opening, typically in medieval architecture.




2.
 


[Geology]

 rock deposited by precipitation from dripping water, such as that which forms stalactites and stalagmites.














drive

 
/drīv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — operate and control the direction and speed of a motor vehicle




•
 
he got into his car and drove off




•
 
they drove back into town.










2.
 
(of a motor vehicle) travel under the control of a driver




•
 
a car drives up, and a man gets out




•
 
a stream of black cars drove by.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — own or use (a specified type of motor vehicle)




•
 
Sue drives an old Chevy.










4.
 
be licensed or competent to drive a motor vehicle




•
 
I take it you can drive?










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey (someone) in a vehicle, especially a private car




•
 
Shelley drove him to the supermarket.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — propel or carry along by force in a specified direction




•
 
the wind will drive you onshore.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wind, water, or snow) move or fall with great force




•
 
the snow 
drove against

 him.










8.
 
(of a source of power) provide the energy to set and keep (an engine or piece of machinery) in motion




•
 
turbines driven by steam.










9.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a device) power or operate (another device)




•
 
the interface can be used to drive a printer.










10.
 
force (a stake or nail) into place by hitting or pushing it




•
 
nails are driven through the boards.










11.
 
bore (a tunnel).




12.
 
(in ball games) hit or kick (the ball) hard with a free swing of the bat, racket, or foot.




13.
 


[Golf]

 strike (a ball) from the tee, typically with a driver.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — urge or force (animals or people) to move in a specified direction




•
 
they drove a flock of sheep through the center of the city




•
 
the French infantry were driven back.










15.
 
compel to leave




•
 
troops drove out the demonstrators




•
 
he wanted to drive me away.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fact or feeling) compel (someone) to act in a particular way, especially one that is considered undesirable or inappropriate




•
 
he was driven by ambition




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
some people are driven to murder their tormentors




•
 (as 
adj.

 
driven

 )
 
my husband is a driven man.










17.
 
bring (someone) forcibly into a specified negative state




•
 
the thought 
drove

 him 
to

 despair




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
my laziness drives my wife crazy.










18.
 
force (someone) to work to an excessive extent




•
 
you're 
driving yourself

 too hard.










19.
 
cause (something abstract) to happen or develop




•
 
the consumer has been driving the economy for a number of years




•
 
we need to allow market forces to drive growth in the telecommunications sector.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a trip or journey in a car




•
 
they 
went for a drive

 in the country.










2.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — a street or road




•
 
Hammond Drive.










3.
 
short for driveway
 .




4.
 


[Psychology]

 an innate, biologically determined urge to attain a goal or satisfy a need




•
 
her emotional and sexual drives.










5.
 
the determination and ambition of a person to achieve something




•
 
her drive has sustained her through some shattering personal experiences.










6.
 
an organized effort by a number of people to achieve a particular purpose, often to raise money




•
 
we're planning a massive membership drive.










7.
 


[Football]

 a series of offensive plays that advance the ball for the purpose of a score




•
 
an 80-yard scoring drive.










8.
 
the transmission of power to machinery or to the wheels of a motor vehicle.




9.
 
(in a car with automatic transmission) the position of the gear selector in which the car will move forward, changing gears automatically as required




•
 
he threw the car into drive.










10.
 


[Computing]

 short for disk drive
 .




11.
 
(in ball games) a forceful stroke made with a free swing of the bat, racket, or foot against the ball.




12.
 


[Golf]

 a shot from the tee.




13.
 
an act of driving a group of animals to a particular destination.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
drive something home






see home
 .









2.
 
what someone is driving at






the point that someone is attempting to make




•
 
I don't understand what you're driving at.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drivability

 
/ˌdrīvəˈbilədē /

 
driveability






noun













2.
 
drivable

 
/ˈdrīvəb(ə)l /

 
driveable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
drīfan

 ‘urge (a person or animal) to go forward,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
drijven

 and German 
treiben

 .





drive bay






noun






[Computing]

 a space inside a computer in which a floppy disk, hard disk, or disk drive can be accommodated.













drive belt






noun




a belt that transmits drive from a motor, engine, or line shaft to a moving part or machine tool.













drive-by

 
/ˈdrīv ˌbī /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a shooting or other act) carried out from a passing vehicle




•
 
a drive-by shooting.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 superficial or casual; hurried




•
 
they practice drive-by journalism rather than trying to elevate the level of discussion.














II.
 
noun




a shooting carried out from a passing vehicle.














drive-by-wire

 
/ˈdrīvbīˌwī(ə)r/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a semiautomatic and normally computer-regulated system for controlling the engine, handling, suspension, and other functions of a motor vehicle.

Also called steer-by-wire
 .













drive chain






noun




an endless chain with links that engage with toothed wheels in order to transmit power from one shaft to another in an engine or machine tool.













drive-in

 
/ˈdrī ˌvin/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a facility such as a restaurant that one can visit without leaving one's car




•
 
it looked like the screen from an old drive-in theater.














II.
 
noun




a facility one can visit without leaving one's car.














drivel

 
/ˈdrivəl/





I.
 
noun




silly nonsense




•
 
don't talk such drivel!














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk nonsense




•
 
he was 
driveling on

 about the glory days.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 let saliva or mucus flow from the mouth or nose; dribble.








III.
 
derivatives





driveler

 
/ˈdrivələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 driveller






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
dreflian

 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb), of uncertain origin; perhaps related to draff
 .





driveline

 
/ˈdrīvlīn/






noun




another term for drivetrain
 .













driven

 
/ˈdrivən/





I.
 
past participle of drive
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — operated, moved, or controlled by a specified person or source of power




•
 
a chauffeur-driven limousine




•
 
wind-driven sand.










2.
 
motivated or determined by a specified factor or feeling




•
 
a market-driven response to customer needs.










3.
 
(of snow) piled into drifts or made smooth by the wind




•
 


‹figurative›

 she was as pure as the driven snow.



















driver

 
/ˈdrīvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who drives a vehicle




•
 
a taxi driver




•
 
student drivers.










2.
 
a person who drives a specified kind of animal




•
 
mule drivers.










3.
 
a wheel or other part in a mechanism that receives power directly and transmits motion to other parts.




4.
 


[Electronics]

 a device or part of a circuit that provides power for output.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a program that controls the operation of a device such as a printer or scanner.




6.
 
a factor that causes a particular phenomenon to happen or develop




•
 
the hope of achieving such monopolies becomes the main driver of investment.










7.
 
a golf club with a flat face and wooden head, used for driving from the tee.








II.
 
phrases





in the driver's seat






in control of or dominating a situation




•
 
the tax issue is back in the driver's seat of American politics.


















III.
 
derivatives





driverless

 
/ˈdrīvərləs /






adjective






















driver ant






noun




another term for army ant
 .














driver's license






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a document permitting a person to drive a motor vehicle.













driver's test






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an official test of competence which must be passed in order to get a driver's license.













driveshaft

 
/ˈdrīvˌSHaft/






noun




a rotating shaft that transmits torque in an engine.













drive system






noun




the part of an engine, computer, or mechanical device that brings about its dynamic movement.














drive-through

 
/ˈdrīv ˌTHro͞o /

 


‹informal›

 drive-thru





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a facility through or to which one can drive, especially to be served without leaving one's car




•
 
a drive-through car wash




•
 
drive-through restaurants




•
 
the drive-thru window.














II.
 
noun




a place or facility where one can be served without leaving one's car.













drive time

 
/drīv tīm/






noun




(especially in broadcasting) the parts of the day when many people commute by car


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
drive-time radio.




















drivetrain

 
/ˈdrīvtrān/






noun




the system in a motor vehicle that connects the transmission to the drive axles.













drive-up






adjective




another term for drive-through
 .














driveway

 
/ˈdrīvˌwā/






noun




a short road leading from a public road to a house or garage.













driving

 
/ˈdrīviNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of rain or snow) falling and being blown by the wind with great force




•
 
driving rain.










2.
 
having a strong and controlling influence




•
 
Macmillan was the 
driving force

 behind the plan




•
 
a driving ambition.










3.
 
energetic; dynamic




•
 
driving dance rhythms.














II.
 
noun




the control and operation of a motor vehicle




•
 
he was convicted of reckless driving




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a driving course.



















driving licence

 
//






noun




British term for driver's license
 .













driving range

 
/ˈdrīviNG ˈˌrānj/






noun




an area where golfers can practice drives.













driving wheel

 
/ˈdrīviNG ˈˌ(h)wēl/






noun



1.
 
any of the large wheels of a locomotive, to which power is applied either directly or via coupling rods.




2.
 
a wheel transmitting motive power in machinery.














drizzle

 
/ˈdrizəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
light rain falling in very fine drops




•
 
Boston will be cloudy with patchy drizzle




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a steady drizzle has been falling since 3 a.m.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in cooking) a thin stream of a liquid ingredient trickled over food.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
it drizzles

 , 
it is drizzling

 , etc.)


1.
 
rain lightly




•
 
it's started to drizzle




•
 (as 
adj.

 
drizzling

 )
 
the drizzling rain.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — trickle a thin stream of (a liquid ingredient) over food




•
 
drizzle the clarified butter over the top.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause a liquid ingredient to trickle over (food) in this way




•
 
raspberries drizzled with melted chocolate.














III.
 
derivatives





drizzly

 
/ˈdrizlē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably based on Old English 
drēosan

 ‘to fall,’ of Germanic origin; probably related to dreary
 .





DRM






abbreviation




digital rights management.













drogue

 
/drōɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device, typically conical or funnel-shaped with open ends, towed behind a boat, aircraft, or other moving object to reduce speed or improve stability.




2.
 
an object similar to a drogue used as an aerial target for gunnery practice or as a windsock.




3.
 
(in tanker aircraft) a funnel-shaped part on the end of the hose into which a probe is inserted by an aircraft being refueled in flight.




4.
 
short for drogue parachute
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally a whaling term denoting a piece of stout board attached to a harpoon line, used to slow down or mark the position of a harpooned whale): perhaps related to drag
 .






drogue parachute






noun




a small parachute used as a brake or to pull out a larger parachute or other object from an aircraft in flight or a fast-moving vehicle.













droid

 
/droid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in science fiction) a robot.




2.
 
a person regarded as lifeless or mechanical




•
 
she will probably leave you for a sales droid.

















– origin

 1970s: shortening of android
 .





droit

 
/droit/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a right or due.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
directus

 ‘straight, right, direct.’





droit de seigneur

 
/ˌdroi də sānˈyər/





I.
 
noun




the alleged right of a medieval feudal lord to have sexual intercourse with a vassal's bride on her wedding night.











– origin

 French, literally ‘lord's right.’





droll

 
/drōl/





I.
 
adjective




curious or unusual in a way that provokes dry amusement




•
 
his unique brand of droll self-mockery.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a jester or entertainer; a buffoon.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
drollery

 
/ˈdrōl(ə)rē /






noun













2.
 
drollness

 
/ˈdrōlnəs /






noun













3.
 
drolly

 
/ˈdrōllē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
drôle

 , perhaps from Middle Dutch 
drolle

 ‘imp, goblin.’





dromaeosaurid

 
/ˌdrōmēəˈsôrid /

 
dromaeosaur





I.
 
noun




a carnivorous bipedal dinosaur of a late Cretaceous family that included deinonychus and the velociraptors. They had a large slashing claw on each hind foot.

[Family 
Dromaeosauridae

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]











– origin

 1970s: from modern Latin 
Dromaeosauridae

 , based on Greek 
dromaios

 ‘swift-running’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’






-drome





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a place for running or racing




•
 
velodrome.










2.
 
denoting something that runs or proceeds in a certain way




•
 
palindrome.

















– origin

 from Greek 
dromos

 ‘course, running.’






dromedary

 
/ˈdräməˌderē/





I.
 
noun




an Arabian one-humped camel, especially one of a light and swift breed trained for riding or racing.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
dromedaire

 or late Latin 
dromedarius (camelus

 ) ‘swift camel,’ based on Greek 
dromas

 , 
dromad-

 ‘runner.’





drone

 
/drōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a continuous low humming sound




•
 
in the far distance a machine droned.










2.
 
speak tediously in a dull monotonous tone




•
 
he reached for another beer while Jim 
droned on

 .










3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move with a continuous humming sound




•
 
traffic droned up and down the street.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a low continuous humming sound




•
 
he nodded off to the drone of the car engine.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a monotonous speech




•
 
only twenty minutes of the hour-long drone had passed.










3.
 
a continuous musical note, typically of low pitch.




4.
 
a musical instrument, or part of one, sounding a continuous note, in particular (also 
drone pipe

 ) a pipe in a bagpipe or (also 
drone string

 ) a string in an instrument such as a hurdy-gurdy or a sitar.




5.
 
a male bee in a colony of social bees, which does no work but can fertilize a queen.




6.
 
a person who does no useful work and lives off others.




7.
 
a remote-controlled pilotless aircraft or missile.











– origin

 Old English 
drān

 , 
drǣn

 ‘male bee,’ from a West Germanic verb meaning ‘resound, boom’; related to Dutch 
dreunen

 ‘to drone,’ German 
dröhnen

 ‘to roar,’ and Swedish 
dröna

 ‘to drowse.’





drone fly






noun




a hoverfly that resembles a honeybee. Its larva is the rat-tailed maggot.

[
Eristalis tenax

 , family 
Syrphidae

 .]













droog

 
/dro͞oɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a young man belonging to a street gang.











– origin

 1962: coined by Anthony Burgess in 
Clockwork Orange

 ; alteration of Russian 
drug

 ‘friend.’





drool

 
/dro͞ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drop saliva uncontrollably from the mouth




•
 
the baby begins to drool, then to cough.










2.
 


‹informal›

 make an excessive and obvious show of pleasure or desire




•
 
I could imagine him as a teacher being 
drooled over

 by the girls.














II.
 
noun




saliva falling from the mouth.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: contraction of drivel
 .





droolworthy

 
/ˈdro͞olˌwərT͟Hē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 extremely attractive or desirable




•
 
up close he was even more droolworthy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of food or drink) smelling or looking delicious




•
 
droolworthy pastries and baked goods.




















droop

 
/dro͞op/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend or hang downward limply




•
 
a long black cloak drooped from his shoulders.










2.
 
sag down from or as if from weariness or dejection




•
 
his eyelids drooped and he became drowsy




•
 


‹figurative›

 the scenes are so lengthy that the reader's spirits droop.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to bend or hang downward




•
 
James hid his face in his hands and drooped his head.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or instance of drooping; a limp or weary attitude




•
 
the exhausted droop of her shoulders.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
drúpa

 ‘hang the head’; related to drip
 and drop
 .





droop-snoot

 
/ˈdro͞opˌsno͞ot/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a downward-sloping nose of an aircraft or motor vehicle, especially one that is of variable pitch, giving an efficient aerodynamic profile.








II.
 
derivatives





droop-snooted






adjective





















droopy

 
/ˈdro͞opē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
hanging down limply; drooping




•
 
a droopy mustache.










2.
 
lacking strength or spirit




•
 
the girls looked rather droopy




•
 


‹figurative›

 a period of droopy sales.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
droopily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
droopiness






noun






















drop

 
/dräp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
let or make (something) fall vertically




•
 
the fire was caused by someone dropping a lighted cigarette




•
 
they dropped bombs on London during the raid.










2.
 
deliver (supplies or troops) by parachute




•
 
the airlift dropped food into the camp.










3.
 


[Rugby]

 score (a goal) by a drop kick.




4.
 
(of an animal, especially a mare, cow, or ewe) give birth to (young).




5.
 


‹informal›

 take (a drug, especially LSD) orally




•
 
he dropped a lot of acid in the Sixties.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fall vertically




•
 
the spoon dropped with a clatter from her hand.










7.
 
(of a person) allow oneself to fall; let oneself down without jumping




•
 
they escaped by climbing out of the window and dropping to the ground.










8.
 
(of a person or animal) sink to or toward the ground




•
 
he dropped to his knees in the mud.










9.
 


‹informal›

 collapse or die from exhaustion




•
 
he looked 
ready to drop

 .










10.
 
(of ground) slope steeply down




•
 
the cliff drops ninety yards to the valley below.










11.
 
make or become lower, weaker, or less




•
 
he dropped his voice as she came into the room




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
pretax profits dropped by 37 percent




•
 
tourism has 
dropped off

 in the last few years.










12.
 
abandon or discontinue (a course of action or study)




•
 
the charges against him were dropped last year




•
 
drop everything and get over here!










13.
 
discard or exclude (someone or something)




•
 
they were dropped from the team in the reshuffle.










14.
 


‹informal›

 stop associating with




•
 
I was under pressure from family and friends to drop Barbara.










15.
 
omit (a letter or syllable) in speech




•
 
our English au pair drops her h's.










16.
 
set down or unload (a passenger or goods), especially on the way to somewhere else




•
 
he 
dropped

 the load 
off

 at a dealer's




•
 
his mom dropped him outside and drove off to work.










17.
 
put or leave in a particular place without ceremony or formality




•
 
just drop it in the mail when you've got time.










18.
 
mention in passing, typically in order to impress




•
 
she dropped a remark about having been included in the selection.










19.
 
(in sports) fail to win (a point, game, or match).




20.
 


‹informal›

 lose (money), especially through gambling




•
 
they drifted into a roulette parlor and dropped about fifteen dollars.










21.
 


[Bridge]

 force or be forced to play (a relatively high card) as a loser under an opponent's higher card, because it is the only card in its suit held in the hand




•
 
West dropped the nine




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the queen dropped.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round or pear-shaped portion of liquid that hangs or falls or adheres to a surface




•
 
the first 
drops of

 rain splashed on the ground.










2.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — a very small amount of liquid




•
 
there was not a drop of water in sight.










3.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — a drink of alcoholic liquor




•
 
he doesn't touch a drop during the week.










4.
 
(
drops

 )
 — liquid medicine to be measured or applied in very small amounts




•
 
eye drops.










5.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of falling or dropping




•
 
they left within five minutes of the drop of the curtain.










6.
 
an act of dropping supplies or troops by parachute




•
 
the planes finally managed to make the drop.










7.
 
a fall in amount, quality, or rate




•
 
a significant 
drop in

 consumer spending.










8.
 
an abrupt fall or slope




•
 
standing on the lip of a sixty-foot drop.










9.
 
(
the drop

 )
 — 

[Bridge]

 the playing of a high card underneath an opponent's higher card, because it is the only card in its suit held in the hand.




10.
 


‹informal›

 a delivery




•
 
I got to the depot and made the drop.










11.
 


(US)

 a mailbox.




12.
 
a hiding place for stolen, illicit, or secret things




•
 
the lavatory's toilet tank could be used as a letter drop.










13.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a piece of candy or a lozenge




•
 
a lemon drop.










14.
 
(also 
drop earring

 )
 — an earring that hangs down from the earlobe




•
 
silver drop earrings




•
 
simple amethyst and diamond drops.










15.
 
a section of theatrical scenery lowered from the flies; a drop cloth or drop curtain.




16.
 
a trapdoor on a gallows, the opening of which causes the prisoner to fall and thus be hanged.




17.
 
(
the drop

 )
 — execution by hanging.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the drop of a hat








‹informal›

 without delay or good reason




•
 
he used to be very bashful, blushing at the drop of a hat.















2.
 
drop the ball








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make a mistake; mishandle things




•
 
I really dropped the ball on this one.







[with allusion to mishandling in baseball.]









3.
 
drop dead





a.
 
die suddenly and unexpectedly




•
 
she had seen her father drop dead of a heart attack.










b.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used as an expression of intense scorn or dislike.









4.
 
drop a (or the) dime on








‹informal›

 inform on (someone) to the police.









5.
 
drop like flies






see fly
 2
 .









6.
 
drop one's guard






abandon one's habitual defensive or protective stance.









7.
 
drop a hint (or drop hints)






let fall a hint or hints, as if casually or unconsciously




•
 
he was dropping hints that in the future he would be taking a back seat in politics.















8.
 ocean) ">
a drop in the bucket ( ocean)






a very small amount compared with what is needed or expected




•
 
the $550 million is likely to be a drop in the bucket.















9.
 
drop someone a line






send someone a note or letter in a casual manner




•
 
drop me a line at the usual address.















10.
 
drop names






see name-dropping
 .









11.
 
drop one's serve






(in tennis) lose a game in which one is serving.









12.
 
drop a stitch






let a stitch fall off the end of a knitting needle.









13.
 
drop one's trousers






deliberately let one's trousers fall down, especially in a public place.









14.
 
have the drop on








‹informal›

 have the advantage over




•
 
if your enemy gets the drop on you he can kill you.















15.
 
a drop too much








‹informal›

 enough alcohol to make one drunk




•
 
you drive, because he has taken a drop too much.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
drop back/behind






fall back or get left behind




•
 
the colt was struggling to stay with the pace and started to drop back.















2.
 
drop by/in






call informally and briefly as a visitor




•
 
they would unexpectedly 
drop in on

 us.















3.
 
drop into





a.
 
call casually and informally at (a place)




•
 
he'd actually considered dropping into one of the pickup bars.










b.
 
pass quickly and easily into (a habitual state or manner)




•
 
she couldn't help dropping into a Brooklyn accent.















4.
 
drop off






fall asleep easily, especially without intending to




•
 
struggle as she might, she kept dropping off.















5.
 
drop out





a.
 
cease to participate in a race or competition.




b.
 
abandon a course of study




•
 
kids who had 
dropped out of

 college.










c.
 
reject conventional society to pursue an alternative lifestyle




•
 
a child of the sixties who had temporarily dropped out.










d.
 


[Rugby]

 restart play with a drop kick.




e.
 
score a drop goal.












V.
 
derivatives





droppable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dropa

 (noun), 
droppian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Tropfen

 ‘a drop,’ 
tropfen

 ‘to drip,’ also to drip
 and droop
 .





drop box






noun



1.
 
(in weaving) a box situated on either side of the race plate of the loom that is designed to hold shuttles and to bring bobbins of colored thread in line as desired.




2.
 
a secured receptacle into which items such as returned books or videotapes, payments, keys, or donated clothing can be deposited.














drop cloth

 
/ˈdräp ˌklôTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large sheet for covering furniture or flooring to protect it from dust or while decorating.













drop curtain

 
/ˈdräp ˌkərtn/






noun




a curtain or painted cloth lowered vertically onto a theater stage.













drop-dead

 
/ˈdräp ˈˌded/






adjective






‹informal›

 used to emphasize how attractive someone or something is




•
 
her drop-dead good looks




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a 
drop-dead gorgeous

 Hollywood icon.




















drop-down

 
/ˈdräpdoun/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
dropping down or unfolding when required




•
 
an RV with two drop-down beds.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a menu) appearing below a menu title when it is selected, and remaining until used or dismissed.

Compare with pull-down
 .













drop-forged

 
/ˈdräpˌfôrjd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a metal object) made by forcing hot metal into or through a die with a drop hammer.








II.
 
derivatives





drop-forging

 
/ˈdräpˌfôrjiNG /






noun





















drop goal

 
/ˈdräp ˌɡōl/






noun






[Rugby]

 a goal scored in open play by drop-kicking the ball over the crossbar, scoring three points (rugby union) or one point (rugby league).













drop hammer

 
/ˈdräp ˌhamər/






noun




a large heavy weight raised mechanically and allowed to drop, as used in drop-forging and pile-driving.













drop handlebars

 
/dräp ˈhandlˌbärz/






plural noun




bicycle handlebars of which the handles are bent below the rest of the bar, used especially on racing cycles.













drop-in






adjective



1.
 
visited on an informal basis without booking or appointments




•
 
a drop-in disco.










2.
 
(of an object such as a chair seat) designed to drop into position.













drop-in center






noun




a place run by a welfare agency or charity where people may call casually for advice or assistance.













drop kick

 
/ˈdräp ˌkik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(formerly, in football) a kick made by dropping the ball and kicking after it touches the ground.




2.
 
(chiefly in martial arts) a flying kick made against an opponent while dropping to the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kick using a drop kick.













drop leaf

 
/ˈdräp ˌlēf/






noun




a hinged table leaf




•
 
both drop leaves are badly scratched




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a mahogany drop-leaf table.



















droplet

 
/ˈdräplət/






noun




a very small drop of a liquid




•
 
droplets of water.



















droplight

 
/ˈdräplīt/






noun




a light that is suspended from a reel so that it can be raised or lowered, typically over a work area.













drop-off

 
/ˈdräˌpôf/






noun



1.
 
a decline or decrease




•
 
a sudden 
drop-off in

 tourism.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sheer downward slope; a cliff




•
 
dizzy drop-offs on either side.



















dropout

 
/ˈdräpˌout/






noun



1.
 
a person who has abandoned a course of study or who has rejected conventional society to pursue an alternative lifestyle




•
 
a college dropout.










2.
 
a momentary loss of recorded audio signal or an error in reading data on a magnetic tape or disk, usually due to a flaw in the coating.




3.
 
(usu. 
dropouts

 )
 — a U-shaped slot at the end of a fork on a bicycle, made to receive the axle and enabling the wheel to be changed rapidly.













dropout factory






noun






‹informal›

 a high school with a very high number of dropouts.













dropper

 
/ˈdräpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short glass tube with a rubber bulb at one end and a tiny hole at the other, for measuring out drops of medicine or other liquids.




2.
 
(in full 
dropper line

 )
 — 

[Fishing]

 a subsidiary line or loop of filament attached to a main line or leader.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘a person who lets something drop’); 
sense

 1 is first recorded in the late 19th cent.





droppings

 
/ˈdräpiNGz/






plural noun




the excrement of certain animals, such as rodents, sheep, birds, and insects.













drop scene

 
/dräp sēn/






noun



1.
 
a drop curtain used as part of stage scenery, especially one in front of which a scene is played while the setting is changed behind.




2.
 
the last scene of a play.













drop scone

 
/ˈdräp ˌskōn/






noun




a small thick pancake made by dropping spoonfuls of batter onto a frying pan or other heated surface.













dropseed

 
/ˈdräpsēd/






noun




a grass that readily drops its seeds.

[Genus 
Sporobolus

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, including the widespread North American 
sand dropseed

 (
S. cryptandrus

 ), which has a high yield of edible grain.]













drop-ship





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (goods) from the manufacturer directly to the retailer without going through the usual distribution channels




•
 
the shopping network has begun drop-shipping orders taken by telephone or over the Internet.














II.
 
derivatives





drop shipment






noun





















drop shot

 
/ˈdräp ˌSHät/






noun




(chiefly in tennis or squash) a softly hit shot, usually with backspin, which drops abruptly to the ground.













drop shoulder

 
dropped shoulder






noun




a style of shoulder on a garment cut so that the seam is positioned on the upper arm rather than the shoulder.













dropsical

 
/ˈdräpsək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




affected with or characteristic of dropsy; edematous.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from dropsy
 , replacing earlier 
hydropic(al

 ), via Latin from Greek 
hudrōps

 ‘dropsy.’





dropside

 
/ˈdräpsīd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a crib or a hospital bed) having a side that drops down to open.








II.
 
noun




a side that drops down to open.













drop-stitch

 
/ˈdräpˌstiCH/






adjective




denoting an openwork pattern in knitted garments made by dropping a made stitch at intervals




•
 
a drop-stitch cardigan.




















dropsy

 
/ˈdräpsē/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned or less technical term for edema
 .











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of 
idropesie

 , earlier form of obsolete 
hydropsy

 , via Old French and Latin from Greek 
hudrōps

 ‘dropsy,’ from 
hudōr

 ‘water.’





drop tank

 
/ˈdräp ˌtaNGk/






noun




an external fuel tank on an aircraft that can be jettisoned when empty.













drop test





I.
 
noun




a test of the strength of an object, in which it is dropped under standard conditions or a set weight is dropped on it from a given height.








II.
 
derivatives





drop-testing






noun





















droptop

 
/ˈdräptäp/






noun




a car having a fabric roof that can be folded down; a convertible.













drop waist

 
dropped waist






noun




a style of waistline on a dress cut so that the seam is positioned at the hips rather than the waist.













drop zone

 
/dräp zōn/






noun




a designated area into which troops or supplies are dropped by parachute or in which skydivers land.













drosera

 
/ˈdräsərə/





I.
 
noun




a sundew.

[Genus 
Drosera

 , family Droseraceae.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
droseros

 ‘dewy’ (from the appearance of the glistening hairs on the leaves).





droshky

 
/ˈdrôSHkē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a low four-wheeled open carriage of a kind formerly used in Russia.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Russian 
drozhki

 , diminutive of 
drogi

 ‘wagon,’ from 
droga

 ‘shaft, carriage pole.’






drosophila

 
/drəˈsäfələ/





I.
 
noun




a small fruit fly, used extensively in genetic research because of its large chromosomes, numerous varieties, and rapid rate of reproduction.

[Genus 
Drosophila

 , family 
Drosophilidae

 : in particular 
D. melanogaster

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
drosos

 ‘dew, moisture’ + 
philos

 ‘loving.’





dross

 
/drôs dräs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something regarded as worthless; rubbish




•
 
there are bargains if you have the patience to sift through the dross.










2.
 
foreign matter, dregs, or mineral waste, in particular scum formed on the surface of molten metal.








II.
 
derivatives





drossy

 
/ˈdrôsē ˈdräsē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
drōs

 (in the sense ‘scum on molten metal’); related to Dutch 
droesem

 and German 
Drusen

 ‘dregs, lees.’






drought

 
/drout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a prolonged period of abnormally low rainfall; a shortage of water resulting from this.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a prolonged absence of something specified




•
 
he ended a five-game hitting drought.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 thirst.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
droughtiness






noun













2.
 
droughty

 
/ˈdroudē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
drūgath

 ‘dryness,’ of Germanic origin; compare with Dutch 
droogte

 ; related to dry
 .





drouth

 
/drouTH/





I.
 
noun




dialect or poetic form of drought
 .








II.
 
derivatives





drouthy






adjective





















drove1


 
/drōv/






past of drive
 .









drove2


 
/drōv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herd or flock of animals being driven in a body




•
 
a drove of cattle.










2.
 
a large number of people or things doing or undergoing the same thing




•
 
tourists have stayed away 
in droves

 this summer.










3.
 
a broad chisel for use by stonemasons.








II.
 
derivatives





drover

 
/ˈdrōvər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
drāf

 , related to 
drīfan

 ‘to drive.’





drown

 
/droun/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
die through submersion in and inhalation of water




•
 
she drowned in the pond




•
 (
be drowned

 )
 
two fishermen were drowned when their motorboat capsized.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deliberately kill (a person or animal) by submerging in water




•
 
he killed his wife then drowned himself in a fit of despair.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — submerge or flood (an area)




•
 
when the ice melted, the valleys were drowned.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sound) make (another sound) inaudible by being much louder




•
 
his voice was 
drowned out

 by the approaching engine noise.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
be drowning in

 )
 — be overwhelmed by a large amount of something




•
 
both business and household sectors are drowning in debt




•
 
art dealers are still 
drowning in a sea of

 paperwork.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
drown something in

 )
 — cover or immerse food in




•
 
good pizza is not eight inches thick and drowned in tomato sauce.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
drown one's sorrows






forget one's problems by getting drunk.









2.
 
like a drowned rat






extremely wet and bedraggled




•
 
she arrived at the church looking like a drowned rat.





















– origin

 Middle English (originally northern): related to Old Norse 
drukkna

 ‘to be drowned,’ also to drink
 .





drowse

 
/drouz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be half asleep; doze intermittently




•
 
he was beginning to drowse in his chair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 make sleepy.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 be sluggish or inactive




•
 
let not your prudence drowse.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a light sleep; a condition of being half asleep.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: back-formation from drowsy
 .





drowsiness

 
/ˈdrouzēnəs/






noun




a feeling of being sleepy and lethargic; sleepiness




•
 
this drug can cause drowsiness.




















drowsy

 
/ˈdrouzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sleepy and lethargic; half asleep




•
 
the wine had made her drowsy.










2.
 
causing sleepiness




•
 
the drowsy heat of the meadows.










3.
 
(especially of a place) very peaceful and quiet




•
 
a drowsy suburb.














II.
 
derivatives





drowsily

 
/ˈdrouzəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably from the stem of Old English 
drūsian

 ‘be languid or slow,’ of Germanic origin; related to dreary
 .





drub

 
/drəb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit or beat (someone) repeatedly.




2.
 


‹informal›

 defeat thoroughly in a match or contest




•
 
Cleveland drubbed Baltimore 9–0.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from Arabic 
ḍaraba

 ‘to beat, bastinado.’ The first recorded uses in English are by travelers in the Near East referring specifically to the punishment of bastinado.





drubbing

 
/ˈdrəbiNG/






noun



1.
 
a beating; a thrashing




•
 
I'll give the scoundrels a drubbing if I can!










2.
 


‹informal›

 a resounding defeat in a match or contest.













drudge

 
/drəj/





I.
 
noun




a person made to do hard, menial, or dull work




•
 
she was little more than a drudge around the house.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 do hard, menial, or dull work.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): of unknown origin; perhaps related to drag
 .





drudgery

 
/ˈdrəj(ə)rē/






noun




hard, menial, or dull work




•
 
domestic drudgery.




















drug

 
/drəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicine or other substance which has a physiological effect when ingested or otherwise introduced into the body




•
 
a new drug aimed at sufferers from Parkinson's disease.










2.
 
a substance taken for its narcotic or stimulant effects, often illegally


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a drug addict




•
 


‹figurative›

 mass adoration is a highly addictive drug.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
administer a drug to (someone) in order to induce stupor or insensibility




•
 
they were drugged to keep them quiet.










2.
 
add a drug to (food or drink)




•
 
he drugged their coffee.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 take illegally obtained drugs




•
 
fifteen years of drinking and drugging.




•
 
she was convinced he was out drinking and drugging.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do drugs








‹informal›

 take illegal drugs.









2.
 
on drugs





a.
 
taking medically prescribed drugs




•
 
on drugs for high blood pressure.










b.
 
under the influence of or habitually taking illegal drugs.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
drogue

 , possibly from Middle Dutch 
droge vate

 , literally ‘dry vats,’ referring to the contents (i.e., dry goods).





drug abuse

 
/drəɡ əˈbyo͞oz/






noun




the habitual taking of addictive or illegal drugs.













drug addict

 
/ˈdrəɡ adikt/






noun




a person who is addicted to an illegal drug.













drug baron






noun




a person who controls an organization dealing in illegal drugs




•
 
the deportation of a reputed drug baron.



















drug bust






noun






‹informal›

 a seizure of illegal drugs by the police or other law-enforcement agency.













drug dealer






noun




a person who sells illegal drugs




•
 
investigators are trying to find the drug dealer who supplied him with the heroin.



















drug-driving





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the action or offense of driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of drugs, typically ones that are illegal




•
 
police are about to crack down on drug-driving.














II.
 
derivatives





drug-driver






noun





















drug-free

 
/ˈdrəɡˌfrē/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place or situation) where no illegal drugs are used or available




•
 
we advocate a drug-free high school




•
 
a drug-free weekend.










2.
 
(of a medical procedure or treatment) involving no administration of drugs




•
 
drug-free births.










3.
 
(of a person) not taking drugs, especially illegal ones.













drugged

 
/drəɡd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unconscious or in a stupor as a result of taking or being given a drug




•
 
in his drugged state.










2.
 
(of food or drink) adulterated with a drug




•
 
he offered them drugged wine.



















drugget

 
/ˈdrəɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a floor covering made of a coarse woven fabric.




2.
 
a coarse fabric used for floor coverings.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
droguet

 , from 
drogue

 in the sense ‘poor-quality article.’






druggie

 
/ˈdrəɡē /

 
druggy






noun






‹informal›

 a drug addict.













druggist

 
/ˈdrəɡəst/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pharmacist or retailer of medicinal drugs.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
droguiste

 , from 
drogue

 ‘drug.’





druggy

 
/ˈdrəɡē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




caused by, involving, or given to taking drugs, especially illegal ones




•
 
a druggy haze




•
 
the druggy world of rock and roll.














II.
 
noun




variant spelling of druggie
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from drug
 + -y
 1
 .





drug maker






noun



1.
 
a company that manufactures medicinal drugs




•
 
the world's second-largest drug maker cut its profit forecast for the rest of the year.










2.
 
a person who produces illegal drugs




•
 
police can focus on preventing other serious crimes if they no longer have to chase down drug makers.



















drug mule






noun




a person who transports illegal drugs by swallowing them or concealing them in a body cavity.













drug-related

 
/ˈdrəɡrəˌlādəd/






adjective




associated with or caused by drugs, typically those obtained illegally




•
 
he was charged with three drug-related offenses




•
 
the doctor had been at the center of an investigation involving 31 drug-related deaths.



















drugstore

 
/ˈdrəɡstôr/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pharmacy that also sells toiletries and other articles.













drugstore beetle






noun




a small beetle related to the furniture beetle, with larvae that feed on stored foodstuffs such as pasta and seeds.

[
Stegobium paniceum

 , family 
Anobiidae

 .]













Druid

 
/ˈdro͞oəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a priest, magician, or soothsayer in the ancient Celtic religion.




2.
 
a member of a present-day group claiming to represent or be derived from this religion.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Druidic

 
/dro͞oˈidik /






adjective













2.
 
Druidical

 
/dro͞oˈidik(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
Druidism

 
/ˈdro͞oəˌdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from Latin 
druidae

 , 
druides

 (plural), from Gaulish; related to Irish 
draoidh

 ‘magician, sorcerer.’






drum1


 
/drəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands, typically cylindrical, barrel-shaped, or bowl-shaped with a taut membrane over one or both ends.




2.
 
(
drums

 )
 — a set of drums.




3.
 
(
drums

 )
 — the percussion section of a band or orchestra.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sound made by or resembling that of a drum




•
 
the drum of their feet.










5.
 


‹historical›

 a military drummer.




6.
 
something resembling or likened to a drum in shape, in particular




7.
 
a cylindrical container or receptacle.

See also oil drum
 .




8.
 
a rotating cylindrical part in a washing machine, in which the laundry is placed.




9.
 
a cylindrical part in certain other appliances.




10.
 


[Architecture]

 the circular vertical wall supporting a dome.




11.
 


[Architecture]

 a stone block forming part of a column.




12.
 
an evening or afternoon tea party of a kind that was popular in the late 18th and early 19th century.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play on a drum.




2.
 
make a continuous rhythmic noise




•
 
she felt the blood drumming in her ears




•
 (as 
noun

 
drumming

 )
 
the drumming of hooves.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — beat (the fingers, feet, etc.) repeatedly on a surface, especially as a sign of impatience or annoyance




•
 
waiting around an empty table, drumming their fingers.










4.
 
(of a woodpecker) strike the bill rapidly on a dead trunk or branch, especially as a sound indicating a territorial claim.




5.
 
(of a snipe) vibrate the outer tail feathers in a diving display flight, making a throbbing sound.








III.
 
phrases





beat (or bang) the drum for (or against)






be ostentatiously in support of (or in opposition to)




•
 
he limited campaign contributions in order to beat the drum against political action committees




•
 
feminists bang the drum for ‘quality time.’


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
drum something into






drive a lesson into (someone) by constant repetition




•
 
it had been drummed into them to dress correctly.















2.
 
drum someone out






expel or dismiss someone with ignominy from a place or institution




•
 
he was 
drummed out of

 the air force.







[with allusion to the formal military drumbeat accompanying dismissal from a regiment.]









3.
 
drum something up






attempt to obtain something by canvassing or soliciting




•
 
the organizers are hoping to drum up support from local businesses.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch or Low German 
tromme

 , of imitative origin.






drum2


 
/drəm/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(Irish)

 a long narrow hill, especially one separating two parallel valleys.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
druim

 ‘ridge.’






drum3


 
/drəm /

 
drumfish






noun




a fish that makes a drumming sound by vibrating its swim bladder, found mainly in estuarine and shallow coastal waters.

Also called croaker
 . [Family 
Sciaenidae

 (the 
drum family

 ): many species, including the 
black drum

 (
Pogonias cromis

 ) of the western Atlantic. The drum family also includes the mulloway and a number of marine fishes that resemble salmon (e.g., the weakfish).]














drum and bass

 
/ˌdrəm and ˈbās/






noun




a type of dance music characterized by bare instrumentation consisting largely of electronic drums and bass, originating in Britain during the early 1990s.













drumbeat

 
/ˈdrəmˌbēt/






noun




a stroke or pattern of strokes on a drum




•
 
she was aware of a constant, faint drumbeat.



















drum brake

 
/drəm brāk/






noun




a type of vehicle brake in which brake shoes press against the inside of a drum on the wheel.













drumfire

 
/ˈdrəmˌfī(ə)r/






noun




heavy continuous rapid artillery fire.













drumhead

 
/ˈdrəmˌhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the membrane or skin of a drum.




2.
 
a winter cabbage of a flat-topped variety.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the circular top of a ship's capstan, with holes into which bars are placed to turn it.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
carried out by or as if by an army in the field; improvised or summary




•
 
a drumhead court-martial.



















drum kit

 
/ˈdrəm ˌkit /

 
drum set






noun




a set of drums, cymbals, and other percussion instruments used with drumsticks in jazz and popular music. The most basic components are a foot-operated bass drum, a snare drum, a suspended cymbal, and one or more tom-toms.













drumlin

 
/ˈdrəmlən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a low oval mound or small hill, typically one of a group, consisting of compacted boulder clay molded by past glacial action.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from drum
 2
 + 
-lin

 from -ling
 .





drum machine

 
/drəm məˈSHēn/






noun




a programmable electronic device able to imitate the sounds of a drum kit.













drum major

 
/ˈdrəm ˈˌmājər/






noun



1.
 
a noncommissioned officer commanding the drummers of a regimental band.




2.
 
the male leader of a marching band, who often twirls a baton.




3.
 
a male member of a baton-twirling parading group.














drum majorette

 
/ˌdrəm ˌmājəˈret/






noun



1.
 
the female leader of a marching band.




2.
 
a girl or woman who twirls a baton, typically with a marching band or drum corps.













drummer

 
/ˈdrəmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who plays a drum or drums.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a traveling sales representative




•
 
a drummer in electronic software.







[from 
drum up

 (see drum
 1
 ).]













drum pad






noun




an electronic device with one or more flat pads that imitate the sounds of a drum kit when struck.













drumroll

 
/ˈdrəmrōl /

 
drum roll






noun




a rapid succession of beats sounded on a drum, often used to introduce an announcement or event.













drumstick

 
/ˈdrəmˌstik/






noun



1.
 
a stick, typically with a shaped or padded head, used for beating a drum.




2.
 
the lower joint of the leg of a cooked chicken, turkey, or other fowl.














drunk

 
/drəNGk/





I.
 
verb




past participle of drink
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
affected by alcohol to the extent of losing control of one's faculties or behavior




•
 
he was so drunk he lurched from wall to wall




•
 
she was 
drunk on

 vodka.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
drunk with

 )
 — overcome with (a strong emotion)




•
 
the crowd was high on euphoria and drunk with patriotism.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is drunk or who habitually drinks to excess.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a drinking bout; a period of drunkenness




•
 
he used to go on these blind drunks.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
drunk and disorderly






creating a public disturbance under the influence of alcohol.









2.
 
(as) drunk as a skunk






extremely drunk.

















drunkard

 
/ˈdrəNGkərd/





I.
 
noun




a person who is habitually drunk.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
drunkert

 .






drunk driving

 
drunken driving





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the crime of driving a vehicle with an excess of alcohol in the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





drunk driver






noun





















drunken

 
/ˈdrəNGkən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
drunk or intoxicated




•
 
gangs of drunken youths roamed the streets.










2.
 
habitually or frequently drunk




•
 
his violent, drunken father.










3.
 
caused by or showing the effects of drink




•
 
the man's drunken, slurred speech.

















– origin

 Old English, archaic past participle of drink
 .





drunkenly

 
/ˈdrəNGkənlē/






adverb




in a drunk or intoxicated manner




•
 
he stumbled drunkenly along the street.



















drunkenness

 
/ˈdrəNGkənˌnəs/






noun




the state of being intoxicated; intoxication




•
 
a growing problem of drunkenness.



















drunk tank






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a large prison cell for the detention of drunks.














drupe

 
/dro͞op/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fleshy fruit with thin skin and a central stone containing the seed, e.g., a plum, cherry, almond, or olive.








II.
 
derivatives





drupaceous

 
/dro͞oˈpāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
drupa

 ‘overripe olive,’ from Greek 
druppa

 ‘olive.’






drupelet

 
/ˈdro͞oplət/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 any of the small individual drupes forming a fleshy aggregate fruit such as a blackberry or raspberry.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
drupella

 , diminutive of 
drupa

 ‘overripe olive’ (see drupe
 ).





Drury Lane

 
/ˌdro͝orē ˈlān/






the site in London of the Theatre Royal, one of London's most famous theaters.









druse

 
/dro͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a rock cavity lined with a crust of projecting crystals.




2.
 
the crust of crystals lining a rock cavity.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a rounded cluster of calcium oxalate crystals found in some plant cells.








II.
 
derivatives





drusy






adjective




(
 — 

[Geology]





















– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French from German 
Druse

 ‘weathered ore.’






druther

 
/ˈdrəT͟Hər /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
one's druthers

 )


1.
 
a person's preference in a matter




•
 
if I had my druthers, I would prefer to be a writer.














II.
 
adverb




rather; by preference.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a US regional pronunciation of 
I'd rather

 , contraction of 
would rather

 . Compare with ruther
 .





Druze

 
/dro͞oz /

 
Druse





I.
 
noun




a member of a political and religious sect of Islamic origin, living chiefly in Lebanon and Syria. The Druze broke away from the Ismaili Muslims in the 11th century; they are regarded as heretical by the Muslim community at large.











– origin

 from French, from Arabic 
durūz

 (plural), from the name of one of their founders, Muhammad ibn Ismail 
al-Darazī

 (died 1019).






dry

 
/drī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from moisture or liquid; not wet or moist




•
 
the jacket kept me warm and dry




•
 
he wiped it dry with his shirt.










2.
 
having lost all wetness or moisture over a period of time




•
 
dry paint.










3.
 
for use without liquid




•
 
the conversion of dry latrines into flush toilets.










4.
 
with little or no rainfall or humidity




•
 
the West Coast has had two dry winters in a row.










5.
 
(of a river, lake, or stream) empty of water as a result of evaporation and lack of rainfall




•
 
the river is always dry at this time of year.










6.
 
(of a source) not yielding a supply of water or oil




•
 
a dry well.










7.
 
thirsty or thirst-making




•
 
working in the hot sun is making me dry




•
 
dry work.










8.
 
(of a cow or other domestic animal) having stopped producing milk.




9.
 
without grease or other moisturizer or lubricator




•
 
cream conditioners for dry hair




•
 
his throat was dry and sore.










10.
 
(of bread or toast) without butter or other spreads




•
 
only dry bread and water.










11.
 
bare or lacking adornment




•
 
the dry facts.










12.
 
unexciting; dull




•
 
by current tastes the text is dry.










13.
 
unemotional, undemonstrative, or impassive




•
 
Ralph gave me a dry, silent wave.










14.
 
(of a joke or sense of humor) subtle, expressed in a matter-of-fact way, and having the appearance of being unconscious or unintentional




•
 
he delighted his friends with a dry, covert sense of humor.










15.
 
prohibiting the sale or consumption of alcoholic drink




•
 
Indiana stayed dry after the end of prohibition.










16.
 
(of a person) no longer addicted to or drinking alcohol




•
 
I heard much talk about how sobriety was more than staying straight or dry.










17.
 
(of an alcoholic drink) not sweet




•
 
a dry, medium-bodied red wine.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become dry




•
 
waiting for the paint to dry




•
 
come in out of the rain and 
dry off






•
 
do not let the soil 
dry out






•
 
pools are left as the rivers 
dry up

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to become dry




•
 
they had washed and dried their hair.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wipe tears from (the eyes)




•
 
she dried her eyes and blew her nose.










4.
 
wipe dishes dry with a cloth after they have been washed.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
dried

 )
 — preserve by allowing or encouraging evaporation of moisture from




•
 
dried flowers.










6.
 


‹theatrical slang›

 forget one's lines




•
 
a colleague of mine once dried in the middle of a scene.














III.
 
noun






(US)

 a person in favor of the prohibition of alcohol.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
come up dry








(N. Amer.)

 be unsuccessful




•
 
experiments have so far come up dry.















2.
 
(as) dry as a bone






extremely dry.









3.
 
(as) dry as dust





a.
 
extremely dry.




b.
 
extremely dull; lacking emotion, expression, or interest




•
 
what the students learned was as dry as dust.















4.
 
there wasn't a dry eye (in the house)






(with reference to a play, film, or similar event) everyone in the audience was moved to tears.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
dry out








‹informal›

 (of an alcoholic) abstain from alcoholic drink, especially as part of a detoxification program




•
 
he intends to dry out and get his life back together again.















2.
 
dry up





a.
 


‹informal›

 cease talking




•
 
then he dried up, and Phil couldn't get another word out of him.










b.
 
(of something perceived as a continuous flow or source) decrease and stop




•
 
his commissions began to dry up.


















VI.
 
derivatives





dryish

 
/ˈdrīiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
drȳge

 (adjective), 
drȳgan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Middle Low German 
dröge

 , Dutch 
droog

 , and German 
trocken

 .






dryad

 
/ˈdrīˌad ˈdrīəd/





I.
 
noun




(in folklore and Greek mythology) a nymph inhabiting a forest or a tree, especially an oak tree.











– origin

 via Old French and Latin from Greek 
druas

 , 
druad-

 ‘tree nymph,’ from 
drus

 ‘tree.’






dryad saddle






noun




a common polypore growing on tree stumps and logs, having a scaly, yellowish-brown upper surface, found in both North America and Eurasia and edible when young.

[
Polyporus squamosus

 , family 
Polyporaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]














dryas

 
/ˈdrīəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of a genus that comprises the mountain avens.

[Genus 
Dryas

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
(
Dryas

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the first and third climatic stages of the late-glacial period in northern Europe, in which cold tundralike conditions prevailed and plants of the genus 
Dryas

 were abundant. The 
Older Dryas

 (about 15,000 to 12,000 years ago) followed the last ice retreat, and the 
Younger Dryas

 (about 10,800 to 10,000 years ago) followed the Allerød stage.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
druas

 (see dryad
 ). The plant (
sense

 1) has leaves that resemble those of the oak (hence the association with dryads, being originally nymphs of the oak).





dryasdust

 
/ˌdrīəzˈdəst/





I.
 
noun




a boring, pedantic speaker or writer.








II.
 
adjective




dull and boring.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of the character Dr. Jonas 
Dryasdust

 , featured in prefaces to Sir Walter Scott's novels.





dry battery






noun




an electric battery consisting of one or more dry cells.













dry bulb






noun




an ordinary exposed thermometer bulb, especially as used in conjunction with a wet bulb.














dry cell

 
/ˈdrī ˌsel/






noun




an electric cell in which the electrolyte is absorbed in a solid to form a paste, preventing spillage.

Compare with wet cell
 .













dry-clean

 
/ˈdrīˌklēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be dry-cleaned

 )


1.
 
clean (a garment) with an organic solvent, without using water




•
 
I had my winter coat dry-cleaned recently




•
 (as 
noun

 
dry cleaning

 )
 
premises that offered dry cleaning.














II.
 
derivatives





dry cleaner






noun





















dry cough






noun




a cough not accompanied by phlegm production.













dry-cure






verb




another term for dry-salt
 .













Dryden, John

 
/ˈdrīdn/






(1631–1700), English poet, critic, and playwright of the Augustan Age. He is best known for 
Marriage à la mode

 (1673), 
All for Love

 (1678), and 
Absalom and Achitophel

 (1681).










dry dock

 
/ˈdrī ˌdäk/





I.
 
noun




a dock that can be drained of water to allow the inspection and repair of a ship's hull.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a ship) in a dry dock.













dryer

 
/ˈdrī(ə)r /

 
drier





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine or device for drying something, especially the hair or laundry.




2.
 
a substance mixed with oil paint or ink to promote drying.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘person who dries’): from the verb dry
 + -er
 1
 .





dryer sheet






noun




a fabric softener sheet.













dry-eyed

 
/ˈdrī ˌīd/






adjective




(of a person) not crying




•
 
Janet was dry-eyed and stoical under assault.



















dry farming

 
/ˈdrī ˌfärmiNG/






noun




another term for dryland farming
 .













dry fly

 
/drī flī/





I.
 
noun




an artificial fishing fly that is made to float lightly on the water.








II.
 
verb




fish using a dry fly.













dry goods

 
/ˈdrī ˌɡo͝odz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 fabric, thread, clothing, and related merchandise, especially as distinct from hardware and groceries.













dry-heave





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience the reflex of vomiting; retch




•
 
I puked and puked until I was dry-heaving.














II.
 
noun




an instance or feeling of retching




•
 
I feel the dry-heaves starting, the knee-jerk reaction to my anxiety attacks.




















dry hole






noun




a well drilled for oil or gas but yielding none.













dry hump

 
dry fuck






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 simulate or unsuccessfully attempt sexual intercourse with (someone or something), usually while fully dressed.













dry ice

 
/ˈˌdrī ˈīs/






noun



1.
 
solid carbon dioxide.




2.
 
the cold dense white mist produced by solid carbon dioxide in air, used for theatrical effects.













drying oil






noun




an oil that thickens or hardens on exposure to air, especially one used by artists in mixing paint.













dry land






noun




land as opposed to the sea or another body of water




•
 
the tide came in and cut off his route to dry land.




















dryland farming

 
/ˈdrīˌland ˌfärmiNG /

 
dry farming






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a method of farming in semiarid areas without the aid of irrigation, using drought-resistant crops and conserving moisture.













drylands

 
/ˈdrīˌlandz/






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an arid area; a region with low rainfall.













dryly

 
/ˈdrīlē /

 
drily






adverb



1.
 
in a matter-of-fact or ironically humorous way




•
 
“How very observant,” he said dryly.










2.
 
in a dry way or condition




•
 
Evans swallowed dryly.



















dry matter






noun




the part of a foodstuff or other substance that would remain if all its water content was removed.













dry measure

 
/drī ˈmeZHər/






noun




a measure of volume for loose dry commodities such as grain, tea, and sugar.













dry milk






noun






(US)

 milk that has been preserved by evaporation and reduction to powder.













dry mop






noun




another term for dust mop
 .













dry mounting





I.
 
noun






[Photography]

 a process in which a print is bonded to a mount using a layer of adhesive in a hot press.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dry-mount






verb













2.
 
dry-mounted






adjective





















dryness

 
/ˈdrīnəs/






noun



1.
 
absence or lack of moisture or liquid




•
 
dryness of the mouth may occur while you are taking this medicine




•
 
hand sanitizers contain ingredients that help prevent skin dryness.










2.
 
lack or absence of rainfall or humidity




•
 
the searing heat and dryness of the Sahara




•
 
the sea retreated in periods of prolonged dryness.










3.
 
lack of interest, excitement, or embellishment; dullness




•
 
readers are repelled by the dryness of much of the matter




•
 
it does little to rescue the ordinary moment from dryness and tedium.










4.
 
the quality of being unemotional, undemonstrative, or impassive




•
 
the dryness of his delivery




•
 
a certain dryness of style.










5.
 
the quality in an alcoholic drink of not being sweet




•
 
there's a lovely dryness to this straw-colored wine.



















dry nurse





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a woman who looks after a baby but does not breastfeed it.








II.
 
derivatives





dry-nurse

 
/ˈdrī ˌnərs /






verb





















Dryopithecus

 
/ˌdrīōˈpiTHəkəs/





I.
 
noun




a fossil anthropoid ape of the middle Miocene to early Pliocene epochs, including the supposed common ancestor of gorillas, chimpanzees, and humans.

[Genus 
Dryopithecus

 , family 
Pongidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





dryopithecine

 
/-ˈpiTHiˌsēn /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
drus

 ‘tree’ + 
pithēkos

 ‘ape.’





dry painting






noun




another term for sand painting
 .













dry plate






noun






[Photography]

 a glass plate coated with a light-sensitive gelatin-based emulsion, used formerly as an improvement on the earlier wet plate.













dry point

 
/ˈdrī ˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
a steel needle for engraving on a bare copper plate without acid.




2.
 
an engraving or print produced with a dry point needle.




3.
 
engraving by means of a dry point needle.













dry-roasted






adjective




roasted without fat or oil




•
 
dry-roasted peanuts.



















dry rot

 
/ˈdrī ˈˌrät/






noun



1.
 
fungal timber decay occurring in poorly ventilated conditions in buildings, resulting in cracking and powdering of the wood.




2.
 
(also 
dry rot fungus

 )
 — the fungus that causes this.

[
Serpula lacrymans

 , family 
Corticiaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













dry run

 
/ˈdrī ˈrən/






noun






‹informal›

 a rehearsal of a performance or procedure before the real one




•
 
the president went through a dry run of his speech.




















dry-salt

 
/ˈdrīˌsôlt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cure (meat or fish) with salt rather than in liquid.














dry-salter

 
/ˈdrīˌsôltər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a dealer in dyes, gums, and drugs, and sometimes also in pickles and other preserved foodstuffs.













dry shampoo

 
/drī SHamˈpo͞o/






noun




a shampoo in powder form, used without the addition of water.













dry-shod

 
/ˈdrīˌSHäd/






adjective, adverb




without wetting one's shoes


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
dry-shod evacuation involved getting into a lifeboat at deck level.



















dry sink






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an antique kitchen cabinet with an inset basin, now generally used as an ornament rather than for practical purposes.













dry-ski

 
/ˈdrīskē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to skiing on an artificial surface




•
 
a dry-ski slope.



















dry slope

 
/drī slōp/






noun




an artificial ski slope used for practice and training


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
dry-slope racers.



















drystone

 
/ˈdrīstōn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a stone wall) built without using mortar.














drysuit

 
/ˈdrīˌso͞ot/






noun




a waterproof rubber suit worn for water sports and diving, under which warm clothes can be worn.













Dry Tortugas

 
/ˌdrī tôrˈto͞oɡəz/






an island group in southwestern Florida, west of Key West, that is noted for its wildlife. Also called 
the Tortugas

 or 
Tortugas Keys

 .









dry valley






noun




a valley cut by water erosion but containing no permanent surface stream, typically one occurring in an area of porous rock such as limestone.













drywall

 
/ˈdrīwôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a type of board made from plaster, wood pulp, or other material, used especially to form the interior walls of houses.













dry wash






noun






(US)

 the dry bed of an intermittent stream.













dry well






noun



1.
 
a shaft or chamber constructed in the ground in order to aid drainage, sometimes containing pumping equipment.




2.
 
another term for dry hole
 .













Ds






symbol




the chemical element darmstadtium.













DS1


 
/ˌdē ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Music]

 dal segno.




2.
 
document signed.













DS2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's son (used in electronic communication)




•
 
my DS rolls his eyes in disgust when I use these terms of affection.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
darling son

 or 
dear son

 .





DSc

 
/ˌdēˌesˈsē/






abbreviation




Doctor of Science.













DSC






abbreviation




Distinguished Service Cross, (in the US) an Army decoration for heroism in combat or (in the UK) a decoration for distinguished active service at sea.














DSL






abbreviation




digital subscriber line, a technology for the high-speed transmission of digital information over standard telephone lines.

See also ADSL
 .













DSM






abbreviation




Distinguished Service Medal, (in the US) a military decoration for exceptionally meritorious performance of a duty of great responsibility during wartime or (in the UK) a medal for distinguished service at sea.













DSO






abbreviation




Distinguished Service Order, a British military decoration for distinguished service awarded to officers of the army and navy.













DSP






abbreviation



1.
 
(in genealogy) died without issue.

[from Latin 
decessit sine prole

 .]




2.
 
(in computing and sound reproduction) digital signal processor or processing.













DSS






abbreviation



1.
 
decision support system.




2.
 
Department of Social Services.




3.
 
digital satellite system; digital satellite services.




4.
 
digital signature standard.













DST






abbreviation




daylight saving time.













DTD






abbreviation






[Computing]

 document type definition.













DTP

 
/ˌdē ˌtē ˈpē/






abbreviation




desktop publishing.













DTs

 
/dēːˈtēːz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (usu. 
the DTs

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 delirium tremens.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation, originally in the singular form 
DT

 (now rare).





DTT

 
DTTV






abbreviation




digital terrestrial television.













DTV






abbreviation




digital television.













DU






abbreviation



1.
 
depleted uranium.




2.
 
Dobson unit(s).














dual

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — consisting of two parts, elements, or aspects




•
 
their dual role at work and home.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (in some languages) denoting an inflection that refers to exactly two people or things (as distinct from singular and plural)




•
 
Old English has dual number for first- and second-person pronouns.










3.
 
(in an aircraft) using dual controls




•
 
a dual flight.










4.
 
(often 
dual to

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 (of a theorem, expression, etc.) related to another by the interchange of particular pairs of terms, such as “point” and “line.”








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a dual form of a word.




2.
 
the dual number.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a theorem, expression, etc., that is dual to another.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dualize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb













2.
 
dually






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting either of the two middle incisor teeth in each jaw): from Latin 
dualis

 , from 
duo

 ‘two.’





dual carriageway

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəl ˈkerijˌwā/






noun




British term for divided highway
 .













dual citizenship

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 dual nationality






noun




citizenship in two countries concurrently.













dual control





I.
 
adjective




(of an aircraft or a vehicle) having two sets of controls, one of which is used by the instructor




•
 
a dual-control pilot trainer.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
dual controls

 )


1.
 
two sets of controls in an aircraft or vehicle.













dual heritage






noun




the fact of having parents from different ethnic or cultural backgrounds.













dual in-line package






noun






[Electronics]

 see DIP
 .













dualism

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the division of something conceptually into two opposed or contrasted aspects, or the state of being so divided




•
 
a dualism between man and nature.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a theory or system of thought that regards a domain of reality in terms of two independent principles, especially mind and matter (
Cartesian dualism

 ).

Compare with idealism
 , materialism
 , and monism
 .




3.
 
the religious doctrine that the universe contains opposed powers of good and evil, especially seen as balanced equals.




4.
 
in Christian theology, the heresy that in the incarnate Christ there were two coexisting persons, human and divine.




5.
 
the quality or condition of being dual; duality.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dualist

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oələst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
dualistic

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oəˈlistik /






adjective













3.
 
dualistically

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from dual
 , on the pattern of French 
dualisme

 .





duality

 
/d(y)o͞oˈalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being dual




•
 
the novel's deep duality about human motive.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the property of two theorems, expressions, etc., being dual to each other.




3.
 


[Physics]

 the quantum-mechanical property of being regardable as both a wave and a particle.




4.
 
an instance of opposition or contrast between two concepts or two aspects of something; a dualism




•
 
the photographs capitalize on the dualities of light and dark, stillness and movement.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
dualitas

 , from 
dualis

 (see dual
 ).





dual-purpose

 
/ˈˌd(y)o͞oəl ˈpərpəs/






adjective




serving two purposes or functions




•
 
a dual-purpose hand and nail cream.



















dual-use

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oəlˈyo͞os/






adjective






(chiefly US)

 (of technology or equipment) designed or suitable for both civilian and military purposes.














duathlon

 
/dyo͞oˈaTHlän/





I.
 
noun




an athletic contest consisting of running and cycling events.




•
 
Alex came first in the duathlon and second in the triathlon in the age group 16 to 19 years.














II.
 
derivatives





duathlete






noun



















– origin

 1980s: blend of duo-
 and triathlon
 . Compare with biathlon
 .






dub1


 
/dəb/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — give an unofficial name or nickname to (someone or something)




•
 
the media dubbed anorexia “the slimming disease.”










2.
 
make (someone) a knight by the ritual touching of the shoulder with a sword




•
 
he should be dubbed Sir Hubert.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dress (an artificial fishing fly) with strands of fur or wool or with other material.




4.
 
incorporate (fur, wool, or other materials) into a fishing fly.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — smear (leather) with grease.

Compare with dubbin
 .




6.
 
trim or make smooth (wood) with an adze.











– origin

 late Old English (in the sense ‘make a knight’): from Old French 
adober

 ‘equip with armor,’ of unknown origin. 
Sense

 2 is from the obsolete meaning ‘dress or adorn.’





dub2


 
/dəb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a film) with a soundtrack in a different language from the original




•
 
the film will be 
dubbed into

 French and Flemish.










2.
 
add (sound effects or music) to a film or a recording




•
 
background sound can be 
dubbed in

 at the editing stage.










3.
 
make a copy of (a sound or video recording).




4.
 
transfer (a recording) from one medium to another.




5.
 
combine (two or more sound recordings) into one composite soundtrack.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of dubbing sound effects or music




•
 
the level of the dub can be controlled manually.










2.
 
a style of popular music originating from the remixing of recorded music (especially reggae), typically with the removal of some vocals and instruments and the exaggeration of bass guitar.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of double
 .





dub3


 
/dəb /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(US)

 an inexperienced or unskillful person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Golf]

 misplay (a shot).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from dub
 1
 in the obsolete technical sense ‘make blunt.’





Dubai

 
/do͞oˈbī/





I.
 
a member state of the United Arab Emirates; pop. 1,775,000 (est. 2009).




II.
 
the capital city of Dubai, a port on the Persian Gulf; pop. 1,770,500 (est. 2009).









Du Barry, Comtesse

 
/d(y)o͞o ˈbarē/






(1743–93), French courtier and mistress of Louis XV; born 
Marie Jeanne Bécu

 ; known as 
Madame Du Barry

 . During the French Revolution she was arrested by the Revolutionary Tribunal and guillotined.










dubbin

 
/ˈdəbən /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun




prepared grease used for softening and waterproofing leather.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply dubbin to (leather).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of 
dubbing

 , present participle of dub
 1
 (
sense

 3).





dubbing

 
/ˈdəbiNG/





I.
 
noun




material used for the bodies of artificial fishing flies, especially fur or wool on waxed silk.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from dub
 1
 + -ing
 1
 .





Dubček, Alexander

 
/ˈdo͞obCHek/






(1921–92), Czech statesman, first secretary of the Czechoslovak Communist Party 1968–69. He was the driving force behind the political reforms of 1968, which prompted the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 and his removal from office. After the collapse of communism in 1989, he was elected speaker of the federal assembly in the new Czechoslovak parliament.









dub-dub-dub

 
/ˌdəbˌdəbˈdəb/






noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 short form used instead of pronouncing the three letters in the abbreviation www (World Wide Web) in Internet addresses.













dubiety

 
/d(y)o͞oˈbīədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the state or quality of being doubtful; uncertainty




•
 
his enemies made much of the dubiety of his paternity.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
dubietas

 , from Latin 
dubium

 ‘a doubt.’





Dubinsky, David

 
/do͞oˈbinskē/






(1892–1982), US labor leader and social reformer; born in Russia. He served as president of the International Ladies' Garment Workers Union 1932–66 and was responsible for reforms such as improved housing and healthcare.










dubious

 
/ˈd(y)o͞obēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
hesitating or doubting




•
 
Alex looked dubious, but complied.










2.
 
not to be relied upon; suspect




•
 
extremely dubious assumptions.










3.
 
morally suspect




•
 
time-sharing has been brought into disrepute by dubious sales methods.










4.
 
of questionable value




•
 
she earned the dubious distinction of being the lowest-paid teacher in the nation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dubiously

 
/ˈd(y)o͞obēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
dubiousness

 
/ˈd(y)o͞obēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
dubiosus

 , from 
dubium

 ‘a doubt,’ neuter of 
dubius

 ‘doubtful.’






dubitable

 
/ˈd(y)o͞obədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (of a belief, conclusion, etc.) open to doubt.








II.
 
derivatives





dubitability

 
/ˌd(y)o͞obitəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
dubitabilis

 , from 
dubitare

 ‘to doubt.’





dubitation

 
/ˌd(y)o͞obəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 doubt; hesitation




•
 
a judgment fenced around with proper scholarly dubitation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
dubitatio(n-)

 , from 
dubitare

 ‘to doubt.’





dubitative

 
/ˈd(y)o͞obəˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 expressing or inclined to doubt or hesitation.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
dubitatif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
dubitativus

 , from 
dubitare

 ‘to doubt.’






Dublin

 
/ˈdəblən/





I.
 
the capital city of the Republic of Ireland, on the Irish Sea at the mouth of the Liffey River; pop. 506,211 (2006).

Irish name Baile Átha Cliath
 .




II.
 
a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster; county town, Dublin.









Dubliner

 
/ˈdəblənər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the Irish capital Dublin




•
 
a suave Dubliner has taken center stage.



















dubnium

 
/ˈdəbnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Db

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 105, a very unstable element made by high-energy atomic collisions.

See also hahnium
 , joliotium
 .











– origin

 1990s: modern Latin, from 
Dubna

 in Russia, site of the Joint Nuclear Institute.





Du Bois, W. E. B.

 
/d(y)o͞o ˈbois/






(1868–1963), US writer, sociologist, and political activist; full name 
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois

 . He was an important figure in the movement for equality for black Americans and cofounded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909.









Dubonnet

 
/ˌd(y)o͞obəˈnā/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a sweet French red wine.











– origin

 from the name of a family of French wine merchants.





dubplate

 
/ˈdəbplāt/






noun




an acetate recording disk, typically one featuring a dub version of a reggae song that is not yet on general release.




•
 
the hottest tunes could be heard on dubplates prior to their official release.



















dub reggae






noun




a genre of popular dance music made from remixing reggae recordings




•
 
Phase Selector Sound's inventive dub reggae recordings transcend their Music City origins.




















Dubrovnik

 
/do͞oˈbrôvnik, ˈdo͞oˌbrôvnik/






a port and resort on the Adriatic coast of Croatia; pop. 26,500 (est. 2009).

Italian name (until 1918) Ragusa
 .









dubstep

 
/ˈdəbstep/






noun




a form of dance music, typically instrumental, characterized by a sparse, syncopated rhythm and a strong bassline.













Dubuffet, Jean

 
/ˌd(y)o͞obəˈfā/






(1901–85), French painter. He rejected traditional techniques and incorporated materials such as sand and plaster in his paintings and produced sculptures made from garbage.









Dubuque

 
/dəˈbyo͞ok/






an industrial and commercial city in northeastern Iowa, on the Mississippi River; pop. 57,250 (est. 2008).









ducal

 
/ˈd(y)o͞okəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, like, or relating to a duke or dukedom




•
 
the ducal palace in Rouen.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, from 
duc

 ‘duke.’





ducat

 
/ˈdəkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gold coin formerly current in most European countries.




2.
 
(
ducats

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 money




•
 
their production of 
Hamlet

 has kept the ducats pouring in.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a ticket, especially an admission ticket.











– origin

 from Italian 
ducato

 , originally referring to a silver coin minted by the Duke of Apulia in 1190: from medieval Latin 
ducatus

 (see duchy
 ). 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 19th cent.





Duce

 
/ˈdo͞oCHā/





I.
 (
Il Duce

 )


1.
 
the title assumed by Benito Mussolini in 1922.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘leader.’





Duchamp, Marcel

 
/d(y)o͞oˈSHäN/






(1887–1968), US artist; born in France. A leading figure of the Dada movement and originator of conceptual art, he invented “ready-mades,” mass-produced articles selected at random and displayed as works of art.









Duchenne muscular dystrophy

 
/d(y)o͞oˌSHen ˌməskyələr ˈdistrəfē /

 
DMD





I.
 
noun




a severe form of muscular dystrophy caused by a genetic defect and usually affecting boys.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after G. B. A. 
Duchenne

 (1806–75), the French neurologist who first described it.





duchess

 
/ˈdəCHəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a duke.




2.
 
a woman holding a rank equivalent to duke in her own right.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (especially among cockneys) an affectionate form of address used by a man to a girl or woman he knows well.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
ducissa

 , from Latin 
dux

 , 
duc-

 (see duke
 ).





duchesse

 
/d(y)o͞oˈSHes/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
duchesse satin

 )
 — a soft, heavy, glossy kind of satin, usually of silk.




2.
 
a chaise longue resembling two armchairs linked by a stool.




3.
 
(also 
duchesse dressing table

 )
 — a dressing table with a pivoting mirror.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, literally ‘duchess.’





duchesse lace






noun




a kind of Brussels pillow lace characterized by bold floral patterns worked with a fine thread.













duchesse potatoes






plural noun




mashed potatoes mixed with egg yolk, formed into small shapes and baked.














duchy

 
/ˈdəCHē/





I.
 
noun




the territory of a duke or duchess; a dukedom.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
duche

 , from medieval Latin 
ducatus

 , from Latin 
dux

 , 
duc-

 (see duke
 ).






duck1


 
/dək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a waterbird with a broad blunt bill, short legs, webbed feet, and a waddling gait.

[Family 
Anatidae

 (the 
duck family

 ); domesticated ducks are mainly descended from the mallard. The duck family also includes geese and swans, from which ducks are distinguished by their generally smaller size and shorter necks.]




2.
 
a duck as food




•
 
a duck for tomorrow's dinner.










3.
 
a pure white thin-shelled bivalve mollusk found off the Atlantic coasts of America.

[Genus 
Anatina

 , family 
Mactridae

 .]




4.
 
(also 
duck boat

 )
 — an amphibious transport vehicle.

[respelling of DUKW
 .]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or have) one's ducks in a row








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 get (or have) one's facts straight; get (or have) everything organized.









2.
 
take to something like a duck to water






take to something very readily




•
 
he shows every sign of taking to University politics like a duck to water.















3.
 
water off a duck's back






a potentially hurtful or harmful remark or incident that has no apparent effect on the person mentioned




•
 
it was like water off a duck's back to Nick, but I'm sure it upset Paul.





















– origin

 Old English 
duce

 , from the Germanic base of duck
 2
 (expressing the notion of ‘diving bird’).






duck2


 
/dək/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lower the head or the body quickly to avoid a blow or so as not to be seen




•
 
spectators ducked for cover




•
 
she 
ducked into

 the doorway to get out of the line of fire




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he ducked his head and entered.










2.
 
(
duck out

 )
 — depart quickly




•
 
I thought I saw you duck out.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — avoid (a blow) by moving down quickly




•
 
he ducked a punch from an angry first baseman.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 evade or avoid (an unwelcome duty or undertaking)




•
 
a responsibility that a less courageous man might well have ducked




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I was engaged twice and 
ducked out

 both times.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — plunge one's head or body underwater briefly




•
 
I had to keep ducking down to get my head cool.










6.
 


[Bridge]

 refrain from playing a winning card on a particular trick for tactical reasons.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quick lowering of the head.








III.
 
derivatives





ducker

 
/ˈdəkər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
duiken

 and German 
tauchen

 ‘dive, dip, plunge,’ also to duck
 1
 .






duck3


 
/dək /

 
ducks





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 dear; darling (used as an informal or affectionate form of address, especially among cockneys).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from duck
 1
 .





duck4


 
/dək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong linen or cotton fabric, used chiefly for casual or work clothes and sails.




2.
 
(
ducks

 )
 — pants made of duck fabric.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
doek

 ‘linen, linen cloth’; related to German 
Tuch

 ‘cloth.’





duck5


 
/dək/





I.
 
noun






[Cricket]

 a batsman's score of zero




•
 
out for a duck.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: short for 
duck's egg

 , used for the figure 0 because of its similar outline.





duckbill

 
/ˈdəkbil/





I.
 
noun




an animal with jaws resembling a duck's bill, e.g., a platypus or a duck-billed dinosaur.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
shaped like a duck's bill




•
 
duckbill pliers.




















duck-billed dinosaur






noun




another term for hadrosaur
 .














duckbill platypus

 
duck-billed platypus






noun




see platypus
 .













duckboard

 
/ˈdəkbôrd/






noun

 — (usu. 
duckboards

 )


1.
 
a board consisting of a number of wooden slats joined together, placed so as to form a path over muddy ground or in a trench.













duck face






noun




an exaggerated pouting expression in which the lips are thrust outward, typically made by a person posing for a photograph




•
 
the pop star pursed her lips into a duck face in one shot




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
her duck face selfies.



















duck hawk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 the peregrine falcon.













ducking stool

 
/ˈdəkiNG ˌsto͞ol/






noun






‹historical›

 a chair fastened to the end of a pole, used formerly to plunge offenders into a pond or river as a punishment.













duckling

 
/ˈdəkliNG/






noun



1.
 
a young duck.




2.
 
the flesh of a young duck as food.













duck mussel






noun




a freshwater bivalve mollusk that is smaller and darker than the related swan mussel, found in rivers with sandy or gravelly bottoms.

[
Anodonta anatina

 , family 
Unionidae

 .]













duckpin

 
/ˈdəkpin/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a short, squat bowling pin.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
duckpins

 )
 — 

(US)

 a game played with duckpins.














ducks and drakes





I.
 
noun




a game of throwing flat stones so that they skim along the surface of water.








II.
 
phrases





play ducks and drakes with






trifle with; treat frivolously.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the movement of the stone over the water.





duck's ass






noun




another term for ducktail
 .













duck soup

 
/ˌdək ˈso͞op/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an easy task, or someone easy to overcome




•
 
we had some great battles, but against me he was duck soup.




















ducktail

 
/ˈdəktāl /

 
duck's ass
 , DA






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a man's hairstyle, associated especially with the 1950s, in which the hair is slicked back on both sides and tapered at the nape.













duckwalk

 
/ˈdəkwôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with the body in a squatting posture.








II.
 
noun




a walk with the body in a squatting posture.













duckweed

 
/ˈdəkˌwēd/






noun




a tiny aquatic flowering plant that floats in large quantities on still water, often forming an apparently continuous green layer on the surface.

[Family 
Lemnaceae

 , in particular the genus 
Lemna

 .]













ducky

 
/ˈdəkē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 darling; dear (used as a form of address)




•
 
come and sit down, ducky.














II.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 charming; delightful




•
 
everything here is just ducky.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from duck
 3
 .






duct

 
/dəkt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a channel or tube for conveying something, in particular




2.
 
(in a building or a machine) a tube or passageway for air, liquid, cables, etc.




3.
 
(in the body) a vessel for conveying lymph or glandular secretions such as tears or bile.




4.
 
(in a plant) a vessel for conveying water, sap, or air.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be ducted

 )


1.
 
convey through a duct




•
 
a ventilation system that must be ducted through the wall




•
 (as 
adj.

 
ducted

 )
 
a ducted air system.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘course’ or ‘direction’): from Latin 
ductus

 ‘leading, aqueduct,’ from 
duct-

 ‘led,’ from the verb 
ducere

 .





ductile

 
/ˈdəktl ˈdəkˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a metal) able to be drawn out into a thin wire.




2.
 
able to be deformed without losing toughness; pliable, not brittle.




3.
 
(of a person) docile or gullible.








II.
 
derivatives





ductility

 
/ˌdəkˈtilədē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘malleable’): from Latin 
ductilis

 , from 
duct-

 ‘led,’ from the verb 
ducere

 .





ducting

 
/ˈdəktiNG/






noun



1.
 
a system of ducts.




2.
 
tubing or piping forming ducting.













ductless

 
/ˈdəktləs/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 denoting a gland that secretes directly into the bloodstream, such as an endocrine gland or a lymph gland.













duct tape





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 strong, cloth-backed, waterproof adhesive tape.











– origin

 1970s: originally used for repairing leaks in ducted ventilation and heating systems.





ductule

 
/ˈdəkt(y)o͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a minute duct.








II.
 
derivatives





ductular

 
/-tyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, diminutive of 
ductus

 ‘leading.’





ductus

 
/ˈdəktəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a duct.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘leading.’





ductwork

 
/ˈdəktwərk/






noun




a system or network of ducts.













dud

 
/dəd /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that fails to work properly or is otherwise unsatisfactory or worthless




•
 
a high-grade collection, not a dud in the lot




•
 
all three bombs were duds.










2.
 
an ineffectual person




•
 
a complete dud, incapable of even hitting the ball.










3.
 
(
duds

 )
 — clothes




•
 
buy yourself some new duds.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
not working or meeting standards; faulty




•
 
a dud ignition switch.










2.
 
counterfeit




•
 
charged with issuing dud checks.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘item of clothing’): of unknown origin.





dude

 
/do͞od /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man; a guy




•
 
if some dude smacked me, I'd smack him back.










2.
 
a stylish, fastidious man




•
 
cool dudes.







[a slang term that came into vogue in New York 
c.

 1883, in connection with the ‘aesthetic’ craze of the period.]




3.
 
a city-dweller, especially one vacationing on a ranch in the western US.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
dude up

 )


1.
 
dress up elaborately


(as 
adj.

 
duded

 )


•
 
my brother was all duded up in silver and burgundy.














III.
 
derivatives





dudish

 
/ˈdo͞odiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from German dialect 
Dude

 ‘fool.’





dude ranch

 
/ˈdo͞od ˌranCH/






noun




(in the western US) a cattle ranch converted to a vacation resort for tourists.













dudgeon

 
/ˈdəjən/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of offense or deep resentment




•
 
the manager walked out 
in high dudgeon

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Dudley

 
/ˈdədlē/






an industrial town in western central England, near Birmingham; pop. 193,200 (est. 2009).










Dudley, Robert






Earl of Leicester (
c.

 1532–88), English nobleman, military commander, and favorite of Elizabeth I.










due

 
/d(y)o͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — expected at or planned for at a certain time




•
 
the baby's due in August




•
 
he is due back soon




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
talks are due to adjourn tomorrow.










2.
 
(of a payment) required at a certain time




•
 
the May installment was due.










3.
 
(of a person) having reached a point where the thing mentioned is required or owed




•
 
she was 
due for

 a raise




•
 
you're more than due a vacation.










4.
 
(of a thing) required or owed as a legal or moral obligation




•
 
he was only taking back what was 
due to

 him




•
 
you must pay any income tax due.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of the proper quality or extent; adequate




•
 
driving without due care and attention.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
one's due

 )
 — a person's right; what is owed to someone




•
 
he attracts more criticism than is his due.










2.
 
(
dues

 )
 — an obligatory payment; a fee




•
 
he had paid union dues for years.














III.
 
adverb




(with reference to a point of the compass) exactly; directly




•
 
we'll head due south again on the same road.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
due to





a.
 
caused by or ascribable to




•
 
unemployment due to automation will grow steadily.










b.
 
because of; owing to




•
 
he had to withdraw due to a knee injury.















2.
 
give someone their due






be fair to someone




•
 
to give him his due, he was a generous employer.















3.
 
in due course






at the appropriate time




•
 
Reynolds will respond in due course to the letter.















4.
 
pay one's dues





a.
 
fulfill one's obligations




•
 
he had paid his dues to society for his previous convictions.










b.
 
experience difficulties before achieving success




•
 
this drummer has paid his dues with the best.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘payable’): from Old French 
deu

 ‘owed,’ based on Latin 
debitus

 ‘owed,’ from 
debere

 ‘owe.’ / 
usage:

 The use of 
due to

 as a prepositional phrase meaning ‘because of,’ as in he had to retire 
due to

 an injury first appeared in print in 1897, and traditional grammarians have opposed this prepositional usage for more than a century on the grounds that it is a misuse of the adjectival phrase 
due to

 in the sense of ‘attributable to, likely or expected to’ (the train is due to arrive at 11:15), or ‘payable or owed to’ (render unto Caesar what is due to Caesar). Nevertheless, this prepositional usage is now widespread and common in all types of literature and must be regarded as standard English.The phrase 
due to the fact that

 is very common in speech, but it is wordy, and, especially in writing, one should use the simple word ‘because.’





due date

 
/d(y)o͞o dāt/






noun




the date on which something falls due, especially the payment of a bill or the expected birth of a baby.













due diligence






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 reasonable steps taken by a person in order to satisfy a legal requirement, especially in buying or selling something.




2.
 


[Law]

 a comprehensive appraisal of a business undertaken by a prospective buyer, especially to establish its assets and liabilities and evaluate its commercial potential.













duel

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a contest with deadly weapons arranged between two people in order to settle a point of honor.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (in modern use) a contest or race between two parties




•
 
two eminent critics engaged in a verbal duel.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fight a duel or duels


(as 
noun

 
dueling

 )


•
 
dueling had been forbidden for serving officers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dueler

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 dueller






noun













2.
 
duelist

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oələst /

 


‹Brit.›

 duellist






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
duellum

 , archaic form of 
bellum

 ‘war,’ used in medieval Latin with the meaning ‘combat between two persons,’ partly influenced by 
dualis

 ‘of two.’ The original sense was ‘single combat used to decide a judicial dispute’; the sense ‘contest to decide a point of honor’ dates from the early 17th cent.





duende

 
/do͞oˈendā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quality of passion and inspiration.




2.
 
a spirit.











– origin

 1920s: from Spanish, contraction of 
duen de casa

 , from 
dueño de casa

 ‘owner of the house.’





duenna

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈenə/





I.
 
noun




an older woman acting as a governess and companion in charge of girls, especially in a Spanish family; a chaperone.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: earlier form of Spanish 
dueña

 , from Latin 
domina

 ‘lady, mistress.’





due process

 
/d(y)o͞o prəˈses /

 
due process of law






noun




fair treatment through the normal judicial system, especially as a citizen's entitlement.














Duero

 
/ˈdwerō/






Spanish name for Douro
 .









duet

 
/d(y)o͞oˈet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a performance by two people, especially singers, instrumentalists, or dancers.




2.
 
a musical composition for two performers.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a duet.








III.
 
derivatives





duettist

 
/d(y)o͞oˈedəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian 
duetto

 , diminutive of 
duo

 ‘duet,’ from Latin 
duo

 ‘two.’





duff1


 
/dəf/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a flour pudding boiled or steamed in a cloth bag




•
 
a currant duff.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: northern English form of dough
 .





duff2


 
/dəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Scottish)

 decaying vegetable matter covering the ground under trees.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Scottish)

 
[Mining]

 coal dust; dross.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 of very poor quality




•
 
duff lyrics.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 incorrect or false




•
 
she played a couple of duff notes.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting something worthless): of unknown origin.





duff3


 
/dəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
duff someone up

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 beat someone up.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
[Golf]

 mishit (a shot).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of uncertain origin; 
sense

 2 is probably a back-formation from duffer
 .





duff4


 
/dəf/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks




•
 
I did not get where I am today by sitting on my duff.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





duffel

 
/ˈdəfəl /

 
duffle





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coarse woolen cloth with a thick nap.




2.
 
short for duffel coat
 .




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 sporting or camping equipment.




4.
 
short for duffel bag
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from 
Duffel

 , the name of a town in Belgium where the cloth was originally made.






duffel bag





I.
 
noun




a cylindrical canvas bag closed by a drawstring and carried over the shoulder.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from duffel
 (
sense

 2), originally denoting a bag for equipment.






duffel coat

 
/ˈdəfl ˌkōt/






noun




a coat made of duffel, typically hooded and fastened with toggles.














duffer

 
/ˈdəfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an incompetent or stupid person, especially an elderly one




•
 
he's the most worthless old duffer.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person inexperienced at something, especially at playing golf.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Scots 
dowfart

 ‘stupid person,’ from 
douf

 ‘spiritless.’





Du Fu

 
/ˌdo͞o ˈfo͞o/






variant of Tu Fu
 .









Dufy, Raoul

 
/d(y)o͞oˈfē/






(1877–1953), French painter and textile designer. His characteristic style involved calligraphic outlines sketched on brilliant background washes.









dug1


 
/dəɡ/






past and past participle of dig
 .









dug2


 
/dəɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
dugs

 )


1.
 
the udder, teat, or nipple of a female animal.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a woman's breast.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: possibly of Old Norse origin and related to Swedish 
dägga

 , Danish 
dægge

 ‘suckle.’





dugong

 
/ˈdo͞oˌɡäNG ˈdo͞oˌɡôNG/





I.
 
noun




an aquatic mammal found on the coasts of the Indian Ocean from eastern Africa to northern Australia. It is distinguished from the manatees by its forked tail.

[
Dugong dugon

 , family 
Dugongidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: based on Malay 
duyong

 .





dugout

 
/ˈdəɡˌout/






noun



1.
 
a shelter that is dug in the ground and roofed over, especially one used by troops in warfare.




2.
 
a low shelter at the side of a baseball field, with seating from which a team's coaches and players not taking part can watch the game.




3.
 
(also 
dugout canoe

 )
 — a canoe made from a hollowed tree trunk.














duh

 
/də/






exclamation






‹informal›

 used to comment on an action perceived as foolish or stupid, or a statement perceived as obvious




•
 
I left the keys in the ignition—duh!




•
 
Leopold correctly informs him that the opera is in Italian (duh!).



















DUI






abbreviation






(US)

 driving under the influence (of drugs or alcohol).













duiker

 
/ˈdīkər/





I.
 
noun




a small African antelope that typically has a tuft of hair between the horns, found mainly in the rain forest.

[
Cephalophus

 and other genera, family 
Bovidae

 : several species, including the 
common duiker

 (
Sylvicapra grimmia

 ), of southern African savanna and bush, and the very small 
blue duiker

 (
Philantomba monticola

 ), prized for its skin.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from South African Dutch, from Dutch, literally ‘diver,’ from the animal's habit of plunging through bushes when pursued; related to duck
 2
 .





Duisburg

 
/ˈd(y)o͞ozˌbərɡ, ˈd(y)o͞os-, -ˌbo͝ork/






an industrial city in northwestern Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 499,100 (est. 2006).









du jour

 
/də ˈZHo͝or, ˌd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of food in a restaurant) available and being served on this day




•
 
cream of mussel, an occasional soup du jour.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to describe something that is enjoying great but probably short-lived popularity or publicity




•
 
attention deficit disorder is the disease du jour.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘of the day.’





Dukakis, Michael Stanley

 
/do͞oˈkäkis/






(1933–), US politician. He was governor of Massachusetts 1975–79, 1983–91 and a Democratic presidential candidate in 1988. Olympia Dukakis is his cousin.









Dukakis, Olympia






(1931–), US actress. Her movies include 
Moonstruck

 (1987) and 
Steel Magnolias

 (1989). She is a cousin of Michael Dukakis.










duke

 
/d(y)o͞ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male holding the highest hereditary title in the British and certain other peerages.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (in some parts of Europe) a male ruler of a small independent state.




3.
 
(
dukes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the fists, especially when raised in a fighting attitude.

[from rhyming slang 
Duke of Yorks

 ‘forks’ (= fingers).]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
duke it out

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fight it out.











– origin

 Old English (denoting the ruler of a duchy), from Old French 
duc

 , from Latin 
dux

 , 
duc-

 ‘leader’; related to 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





duke cherry






noun




a cultivated cherry that is a hybrid between the mazzard and the morello.

[
Prunus

 × 
gondouinii

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













dukedom

 
/ˈd(y)o͞okdəm/






noun



1.
 
a territory ruled by a duke.




2.
 
the rank of duke.














DUKW





I.
 
noun




an amphibious transport vehicle, especially as used by the Allies during World War II.

Also called duck
 1
 .











– origin

 an official designation, being a combination of factory-applied letters referring to features of the vehicle.





dulcamara

 
/ˌdəlkəˈmerə/





I.
 
noun




an extract of woody nightshade, used in homeopathy especially for treating skin diseases and chest complaints.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin (used as a specific epithet in 
Solanum dulcamara

 ), from Latin 
dulcis

 ‘sweet’ + 
amara

 ‘bitter.’





dulce

 
/ˈdəlsā/





I.
 
noun




a sweet food or drink, especially a candy or jam.

[Spanish.]








II.
 
adjective




sweet or mild.

[from Latin 
dulcis

 .]













dulce de leche

 
/ˈdo͞olsā de ˈleCHā/





I.
 
noun




a traditional Argentinian dessert made by caramelizing sugar in milk.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: American Spanish, from 
dulce

 ‘sweet’ + 
de

 ‘of’ + 
leche

 ‘milk.’





dulcet

 
/ˈdəlsət/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of sound) sweet and soothing (often used ironically)




•
 
record the 
dulcet tones

 of your family and friends.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
doucet

 , from Old French 
doucet

 , diminutive of 
doux

 , from Latin 
dulcis

 ‘sweet.’ The Latin form influenced the modern spelling.





dulcian

 
/ˈdəlsēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an early type of bassoon made in one piece.




2.
 
any of various organ stops, typically with 8-foot funnel-shaped flue pipes or 8- or 16-foot reed pipes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Dulzian

 , or a variant of dulciana
 .






dulciana

 
/ˌdəlsēˈanə, -ˈänə/





I.
 
noun




an organ stop, typically with small conical open metal pipes.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via medieval Latin from Latin 
dulcis

 ‘sweet.’





dulcify

 
/ˈdəlsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 sweeten




•
 
cider pap dulcified with molasses.










2.
 


‹literary›

 calm or soothe




•
 
his voice dulcified the panic.














II.
 
derivatives





dulcification

 
/ˌdəlsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sweeten’): from Latin 
dulcificare

 ‘sweeten,’ from 
dulcis

 ‘sweet.’






dulcimer

 
/ˈdəlsəmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical instrument with a sounding board or box, typically trapezoidal in shape, over which strings of graduated length are stretched, played by being struck with handheld hammers.




2.
 
(
Appalachian dulcimer

 )
 — a musical instrument with a long rounded body and a fretted fingerboard, played by bowing, plucking, and strumming.

Also called mountain dulcimer
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
doulcemer

 , probably from Latin 
dulce melos

 ‘sweet melody.’





dulcitone

 
/ˈdəlsəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun




a musical keyboard instrument in which a series of steel tuning forks is struck by hammers. It was invented in the late 19th century and was superseded by the celesta.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined by T. Machell, the instrument's inventor, from Latin 
dulcis

 ‘sweet’ + 
tonus

 ‘tone.’






dulia

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈlīə/





I.
 
noun




(in Roman Catholic theology) the reverence accorded to saints and angels.

Compare with latria
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
douleia

 ‘servitude,’ from 
doulos

 ‘slave.’






dull

 
/dəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking interest or excitement




•
 
your diet doesn't have to be dull and boring.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) feeling bored and dispirited




•
 
she said she wouldn't be dull and lonely.










3.
 
lacking brightness, vividness, or sheen




•
 
his face glowed in the dull lamplight




•
 
his black hair looked dull.










4.
 
(of the weather) overcast; gloomy




•
 
next morning dawned dull.










5.
 
(of sound) not clear; muffled




•
 
a dull thud of hooves.










6.
 
(of pain) indistinctly felt; not acute




•
 
there was a dull pain in his lower jaw.










7.
 
(of an edge or blade) blunt




•
 
a lot more people are cut with dull knives than with sharp ones.










8.
 
(of a person) slow to understand; stupid




•
 
the voice of a teacher talking to a rather dull child.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person's senses) not perceiving things distinctly; insensitive.




10.
 
(of activity) sluggish, slow-moving




•
 
gold closed lower in dull trading.














II.
 
verb




make or become dull or less intense


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
time dulls the memory




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Albert's eyes dulled a little.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) dull as dishwater






extremely dull.









2.
 
dull the edge of






cause to be less keenly felt; reduce the intensity or effectiveness of




•
 
she'd have to find something to dull the edges of the pain.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dullish

 
/ˈdəliSH /






adjective













2.
 
dully

 
/ˈdəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
dol

 ‘stupid,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dol

 ‘crazy’ and German 
toll

 ‘mad, fantastic, wonderful.’





dullard

 
/ˈdələrd/





I.
 
noun




a slow or stupid person.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
dullaert

 , from 
dul

 ‘dull.’





Dulles, John Foster

 
/ˈdələs/






(1888–1959), US statesman and international lawyer. He was the US adviser at the founding of the United Nations in 1945. As secretary of state at the height of the Cold War 1953–59, he urged the stockpiling of nuclear arms to deter Soviet aggression.









dullness

 
/ˈdəlnəs /

 
dulness






noun



1.
 
lack of interest or excitement




•
 
tasks of such repetitive and numbing dullness




•
 
a desert of unremitting flatness and dullness




•
 
the dullness of domestic life.










2.
 
lack of brightness, vividness, or sheen




•
 
flowery options to brighten up the dullness of autumn




•
 
the summer light cut into the dullness of the room




•
 
the dullness of the colors.










3.
 
the quality of being slow to understand; stupidity




•
 
critical comments on the stupidity or dullness of those in authority




•
 
dullness of comprehension.










4.
 
the quality of not perceiving things distinctly




•
 
you might notice mental dullness that feels like a hangover




•
 
dullness of vision




•
 
70 percent of clubbers suffer dullness of hearing or ringing in the ears.



















dullsville

 
/ˈdəlzˌvil /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a dull or monotonous place or condition.








II.
 
adjective




dull or monotonous




•
 
she transforms their dullsville life.



















dull-witted

 
/ˈdəl ˈˌwidid/






adjective




slow to understand; stupid.













dulosis

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈlōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the practice by slave-making ants of capturing the pupae of other ant species and rearing them as workers of their own colony.








II.
 
derivatives





dulotic

 
/-ˈlätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
doulōsis

 ‘slavery,’ from 
doulos

 ‘slave.’





dulse

 
/dəls/





I.
 
noun




a dark red edible seaweed with flattened branching fronds.

[
Rhodymenia palmata

 , division 
Rhodophyta

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
duileasg

 .





Duluth

 
/dəˈlo͞oTH/






a port in northeastern Minnesota, at the western end of Lake Superior; pop. 84,284 (est. 2008).









duly

 
/ˈd(y)o͞olē/






adverb



1.
 
in accordance with what is required or appropriate; following proper procedure or arrangement




•
 
a document duly signed and authorized by the inspector




•
 
the ceremony duly began at midnight.










2.
 
as might be expected or predicted




•
 
I used the tent and was duly impressed.



















dum

 
/dəm/





I.
 
adjective






(Indian)

 cooked with steam




•
 
dum aloo.

















– origin

 from Hindi 
dam

 .





Duma

 
/ˈdo͞omə/






noun




a legislative body in the ruling assembly of Russia and of some other republics of the former Soviet Union.



Duma

 originally denoted pre-19th-century advisory municipal councils in Russia. It later referred to any of four elected legislative bodies established due to popular demand in Russia between 1906 and 1917. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, a new Duma was set up in 1993 as the lower chamber of the Russian parliament.













Dumas

 
/do͞oˈmä/





I.
 
the name of two French novelists and playwrights.




II.
 


Alexandre

 (1802–70); known as 
Dumas 
père



 (father). He wrote the historical adventure novels 
The Three Musketeers

 (1844–45) and 
The Count of Monte Cristo

 (1844–45).




III.
 


Alexandre

 (1824–95), son of Dumas 
père

 ; known as 
Dumas 
fils



 (son). He wrote the novel (and play) 
La Dame aux camélias

 (1848), which formed the basis of Verdi's opera 
La Traviata

 (1853).









du Maurier, Dame Daphne

 
/d(y)o͞o ˈmôrēˌā/






(1907–89), English novelist; granddaughter of George du Maurier. Notable works: 
Jamaica Inn

 (1936), 
Rebecca

 (1938), and 
The Birds

 (1952).









du Maurier, George






(1834–96), French novelist, cartoonist, and illustrator; full name 
George Louis Palmella Busson Du Maurier

 . He wrote 
Trilby

 (1894), which included the character Svengali.










dumb

 
/dəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹offensive›

 (of a person) unable to speak, most typically because of congenital deafness




•
 
he was born deaf, dumb, and blind.










2.
 
(of animals) unable to speak as a natural state and thus regarded as helpless or deserving pity.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — temporarily unable or unwilling to speak




•
 
she stood dumb while he poured out a stream of abuse.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — resulting in or expressed by speechlessness




•
 
they stared in dumb amazement.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 stupid




•
 
a dumb question.










6.
 
(of a computer terminal) able only to transmit data to or receive data from a computer; having no independent processing capability.

Often contrasted with intelligent
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
dumb something down

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 simplify or reduce the intellectual content of something so as to make it accessible to a larger number of people




•
 
critics have accused publishers of dumbing down books.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
dumb down

 )
 — become less intellectually challenging




•
 
the need to dumb down for mass audiences.










3.
 


‹literary›

 make dumb or unheard; silence




•
 
a splendor that dazed the mind and dumbed the tongue.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dumbly

 
/ˈdəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
dumbness

 
/ˈdəmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
dumbr

 and Gothic 
dumbs

 ‘mute,’ also to Dutch 
dom

 ‘stupid’ and German 
dumm

 ‘stupid.’ / 
usage:

 Although 
dumb

 meaning ‘not able to speak’ is the older sense, it has been overwhelmed by the newer sense (meaning ‘stupid’) to such an extent that the use of the first sense is now almost certain to cause offense. Alternatives such as 
speech-impaired

 should be used instead. See also usage at deaf mute
 .





Dumbarton Oaks

 
/ˌdəmbärtn ˈōks/






a historic site in Washington, DC, an estate at which plans for the United Nations were formulated at a 1944 meeting.









dumb-ass

 
/ˈdəmˌas/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 stupid; brainless




•
 
dumb-ass politicians.



















dumbbell

 
/ˈdəmbel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short bar with a weight at each end, used typically in pairs for exercise or muscle-building.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — shaped like a dumbbell




•
 
a dumbbell molecule.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: originally denoting an apparatus similar to that used to ring a church bell (but without the bell, so noiseless or “dumb”); 
sense

 2 (dating from the 1920s) is an extended use by association with dumb
 ‘stupid.’





dumb blonde

 
/dəm bländ /

 
dumb blond






noun






‹informal›

 a blond-haired woman perceived in a stereotypical way as being attractive but unintelligent.













dumb cane






noun




a thick-stemmed plant with large variegated leaves, native to tropical America and widely grown as a houseplant.

[Genus 
Dieffenbachia

 , family 
Araceae

 : several species, in particular the Caribbean 
D. seguine

 , which has a poisonous sap that swells the tongue and temporarily disables the power of speech.]













dumb cluck

 
/ˌdəm ˈklək/






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.













dumbed-down






adjective






‹informal›

 simplified so as to be intellectually undemanding and accessible to a wide audience




•
 
the dumbed-down nature of modern politics.



















dumbfound

 
/ˈdəmˌfound /

 
dumfound





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be dumbfounded

 )


1.
 
greatly astonish or amaze




•
 
they were dumbfounded at his popularity.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: blend of dumb
 and confound
 .





dumbhead

 
/ˈdəmˌhed/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person.













dumb iron






noun






‹historical›

 a curved side piece of a vehicle chassis, to which the front springs are attached.













dumbo

 
/ˈdəmbō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 1950s: from dumb
 + -o
 , popularized by the 1941 cartoon film 
Dumbo

 .





dumbphone

 
/ˈdəmˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a basic mobile phone that lacks the advanced functionality characteristic of a smartphone




•
 
there are still six dumbphones out there for every smartphone.

















– origin

 1990s (first referring to a phone used to access the functionality of a more sophisticated system): from dumb
 and phone
 1
 (as opposed to smartphone
 ).





dumbshow

 
/ˈdəmˌSHō /

 
dumb show






noun



1.
 
gestures used to convey a meaning or message without speech; mime




•
 
they demonstrated 
in dumbshow

 how the tea should be made.










2.
 
a piece of dramatic mime




•
 
there were gags, spoofs, and dumbshows.










3.
 
(especially in English drama of the 16th and 17th centuries) a part of a play acted in mime to summarize, supplement, or comment on the main action.













dumbsize

 
/ˈdəmsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a company) reduce staff numbers to levels so low that work can no longer be carried out effectively.











– origin

 1990s: humorously, on the pattern of 
downsize

 .





dumbstruck

 
/ˈdəmˌstrək/






adjective




so shocked or surprised as to be unable to speak




•
 
he was dumbstruck with terror.



















dumb waiter

 
/dəm ˈwādər/






noun



1.
 
a small elevator for carrying things, especially food and dishes, between the floors of a building.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a movable table, typically with revolving shelves, used in a dining room.













dumdum

 
/ˈdəmˌdəm /

 
dumdum bullet





I.
 
noun




a kind of soft-nosed bullet that expands on impact.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Dum Dum

 , name of a town and arsenal in eastern India, where such bullets were first produced.





dum-dum

 
/ˈdəmˌdəm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 1970s: reduplication of dumb
 .





Dumfries and Galloway

 
/dəmˌfrēs ən ˈɡaləˌwā/






an administrative region in southwestern Scotland, formed in 1975; administrative center, Dumfries.









dumka

 
/ˈdo͝omkə/





I.
 
noun




a piece of Slavic music, originating as a folk ballad or lament, typically melancholy with contrasting lively sections.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Czech and Polish from Ukrainian.





dummkopf

 
/ˈdo͝omˌkôf, -ˌkôpf, ˈdəm-/





I.
 
noun




a stupid person; a blockhead.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
dumm

 ‘dumb’ + 
Kopf

 ‘head.’






dummy

 
/ˈdəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a model or replica of a human being




•
 
a waxwork dummy.










2.
 
a figure used for displaying or fitting clothes




•
 
a tailor's dummy.










3.
 
a ventriloquist's doll.




4.
 


[Bridge]

 the declarer's partner, whose cards are exposed on the table after the opening lead and played by the declarer.




5.
 


[Bridge]

 the exposed hand of the declarer's partner.




6.
 
an imaginary fourth player in whist


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
dummy whist.










7.
 
something designed to resemble and serve as a substitute for the real or usual thing; a counterfeit or sham




•
 
tests using stuffed owls and wooden dummies




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a dummy torpedo.




•
 
dummy invoices and a dummy corporation, designed to underprice products.










8.
 
a prototype or mock-up, especially of a book or the layout of a page.




9.
 
a blank round of ammunition.




10.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Grammar]

 denoting a word that has no semantic content but is used to maintain grammatical structure.




•
 
a dummy subject, as in “it is” or “there are.”










11.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stupid person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create a prototype or mock-up of a book or page




•
 
officials 
dummied up

 a set of photos.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





dummy up








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 keep quiet; give no information.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from dumb
 + -y
 1
 . The original sense was ‘a person who cannot speak,’ then ‘an imaginary fourth player in whist’ (mid 18th cent.), whence ‘a substitute for the real thing’ and ‘a model of a human being’ (mid 19th cent).





dummy cord





I.
 
noun




a cord or strap that secures an object (such as a weapon) to one's person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure an object to one's person with a cord




•
 
he'll show you how to dummy cord your knife.



















dummy head






noun






[Electronics]

 a model of a human head with a microphone in each ear, used in making binaural and other sound-recording techniques.













dumortierite

 
/d(y)o͞oˈmôrdēəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare blue or violet mineral occurring typically as needles and fibrous masses in gneiss and schist. It consists of an aluminum and iron borosilicate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of V.-E. 
Dumortier

 (1802–76), French geologist, + -ite
 1
 .






dump

 
/dəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a site for depositing garbage.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place where a particular kind of waste, especially dangerous waste, is left




•
 
a nuclear waste dump.










3.
 
a place where weapons and other military equipment is stored




•
 
an ammunitions dump.










4.
 
a heap of garbage left at a dump.




5.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant or dreary place




•
 
she says the town has become a dump.










6.
 


‹informal›

 an act of defecation.




7.
 


[Computing]

 a copying of stored data to a different location, performed typically as a protection against loss.




8.
 
a printout or list of the contents of a computer's memory, occurring typically after a system failure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deposit or dispose of (garbage, waste, or unwanted material), typically in a careless or hurried way




•
 
trucks dumped 1,900 tons of refuse here




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an attempt to prevent people from dumping on vacant lots.










2.
 
put down or abandon (something) hurriedly in order to make an escape




•
 
the couple dumped the car and fled.










3.
 
put (something) down firmly or heavily and carelessly




•
 
she dumped her knapsack on the floor.










4.
 


‹informal›

 abandon or desert (someone)




•
 
his girlfriend dumped him for being fat.










5.
 
send (goods unsalable in the home market) to a foreign market for sale at a low price




•
 
other countries dump steel in the US at below-market prices.










6.
 


‹informal›

 sell off (assets) rapidly




•
 
investors dumped shares in scores of other consumer-goods firms.










7.
 


[Computing]

 copy (stored data) to a different location, especially so as to protect against loss.




8.
 
print out or list the contents of (a store), especially after a system failure.




9.
 


[Football]

 tackle (a quarterback) before he can throw a pass.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





dump on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize or abuse (someone); treat badly




•
 
you get dumped on just because of your name.





















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old Norse; related to Danish 
dumpe

 and Norwegian 
dumpa

 ‘fall suddenly’ (the original sense in English); in later use partly imitative; compare with thump
 .





dumpee

 
/dəmˈpē/






noun






‹informal›

 a person whose partner has abruptly ended their sexual or romantic relationship.




•
 
"Get over it" is easy to say, but painful to do—especially if you're the dumpee.



















dumper

 
/ˈdəmpər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that dumps something.




2.
 
(
the dumper

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used in reference to a bad or unwanted state




•
 
his career's 
in the dumper

 .










3.
 
(also 
dumper truck

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a dump truck.













dumping ground

 
/ˈdəmpiNG ɡround/






noun




a place where garbage or unwanted material is left.













dumping syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 a group of symptoms, including weakness, abdominal discomfort, and sometimes abnormally rapid bowel evacuation, occurring after meals in some patients who have undergone gastric surgery.














dumpling

 
/ˈdəmpliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small savory ball of dough (usually made with suet) that may be boiled, fried, or baked in a casserole.




2.
 
a pudding consisting of apples or other fruit enclosed in a sweet dough and baked.




3.
 


‹humorous›

 a small, fat person




•
 
he was a 250-pound dumpling.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently from the rare adjective 
dump

 ‘of the consistency of dough,’ although 
dumpling

 is recorded much earlier.





dumps

 
/dəmps/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (in phrase 
(down) in the dumps

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) depressed or unhappy.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally singular in the sense ‘a dazed or puzzled state’): probably a figurative use of Middle Dutch 
domp

 ‘haze, mist.’





dumpster

 
/ˈdəmpstər /

 
Dumpster





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a large trash receptacle designed to be hoisted and emptied into a truck.











– origin

 1930s: originally 
Dempster Dumpster

 , proprietary name (based on dump
 ) given by the American manufacturers, Dempster Brothers of Knoxville, Tennessee.





dump truck

 
/ˈdəmp ˈˌtrək/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a truck with a body that tilts or opens at the back for unloading.













dumpy

 
/ˈdəmpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) short and stout




•
 
her plain, dumpy sister.










2.
 
(of a room or building) ugly, dirty, and run-down




•
 
a dumpy little diner with a "closed" sign hanging in the window.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dumpily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dumpiness

 
/ˈdəmpēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from dumpling
 + -y
 1
 .






Dumyat

 
/do͝omˈyät/






Arabic name for Damietta
 .










dun1


 
/dən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a dull grayish-brown color




•
 
a dun cow.










2.
 


‹literary›

 dark; dusky




•
 
when the dun evening comes.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dull grayish-brown color.




2.
 
a thing that is dun in color, in particular




3.
 
a horse with a sandy or sandy-gray coat, black mane, tail, and lower legs, and a dark dorsal stripe.




4.
 
a sub-adult mayfly, which has drab coloration and opaque wings.




5.
 
an artificial fishing fly imitating this.











– origin

 Old English 
dun

 , 
dunn

 , of Germanic origin; probably related to dusk
 .





dun2


 
/dən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make persistent demands on (someone), especially for payment of a debt




•
 
they would very likely start dunning you for payment of your taxes




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dunning

 )
 
she received two dunning letters from the bank.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a debt collector or an insistent creditor.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a demand for payment.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from obsolete 
Dunkirk privateer

 , from the French port of Dunkirk
 .





dunam

 
/ˈdo͝onəm/





I.
 
noun




a measure of land area used in parts of the former Turkish empire, including Israel (where it is equal to about 900 square meters).











– origin

 from modern Hebrew 
dûnām

 or Arabic 
dūnum

 , from Turkish 
dönüm

 , from 
dönmek

 ‘go around.’





Dunbar's number

 
Dunbar number





I.
 
noun




a theoretical limit to the number of people with whom any individual is able to sustain a stable or meaningful social relationship (usually considered to be roughly 150)




•
 
even in the age of Facebook, the number of friends with whom you keep in touch is likely to be less than Dunbar's number.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: named after Robin 
Dunbar

 (b. 1947), the British anthropologist and psychologist who proposed the theory in the 1990s.





Duncan, Isadora

 
/ˈdəNGkən/






(1878–1927), US dancer and teacher. A pioneer of modern dance, she was famous for her “free” barefoot dancing. She died by strangulation when her long scarf became entangled in the wheels of a car.









Duncan I






(
c.

 1010–40), king of Scotland 1034–40. He was killed in battle by Macbeth.









dunce

 
/dəns/





I.
 
noun




a person who is slow at learning; a stupid person.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: originally an epithet for a follower of John Duns Scotus (Duns Scotus, John
 ), whose followers were ridiculed by 16th-cent. humanists and reformers as enemies of learning.





dunce cap

 


‹Brit.›

 dunce's cap






noun




a paper cone formerly put on the head of a dunce at school as a mark of disgrace.













Dundalk

 
/ˈdəndôk/






a community in north central Maryland, a port just southeast of Baltimore; pop. 62,306 (2000).









Dundee

 
/dənˈdē/






a city in eastern Scotland, on the northern side of the Firth of Tay; pop. 141,600 (est. 2009).









Dundee cake






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a rich fruitcake, typically decorated on top with almonds.













Dundee marmalade






noun




a type of orange marmalade, originally made in Dundee.













dunderhead

 
/ˈdəndərˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives





dunderheaded






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: compare with obsolete Scots 
dunder, dunner

 ‘resounding noise’; related to din
 .






dune

 
/d(y)o͞on/





I.
 
noun




a mound or ridge of sand or other loose sediment formed by the wind, especially on the sea coast or in a desert




•
 
a sand dune.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Middle Dutch 
dūne

 ; related to Old English 
dūn

 ‘hill’ (see down
 3
 ).






dune buggy

 
/ˈd(y)o͞on ˌbəɡē/






noun




a low, wide-wheeled motor vehicle for recreational driving on sand.













Dunedin

 
/ˌdənˈēd(ə)n/





I.
 
a city and port on South Island in New Zealand, founded in 1848 by Scottish settlers; pop. 118,683 (2006).




II.
 
a resort city in western Florida, on the Gulf of Mexico, west of Tampa; pop. 35,988 (est. 2008).









dung

 
/dəNG/





I.
 
noun




the excrement of animals; manure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drop or spread dung on (a piece of ground).











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German 
Dung

 , Swedish 
dynga

 , Icelandic 
dyngja

 ‘dung, dunghill, heap,’ and Danish 
dynge

 ‘heap.’





dungarees

 
/ˌdəNGɡəˈrēz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
blue jeans or overalls.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
dungaree

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 blue denim.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cotton cloth from India’); from Hindi 
duṅgrī

 .





dung beetle

 
/dəNG ˈbēdl/






noun




a beetle whose larvae feed on dung, especially a scarab. The larger kinds place the dung in a hole before the eggs are laid, and some of them roll it along in a ball.

[Superfamily 
Scarabaeoidea

 , in particular families 
Scarabaeidae

 and 
Geotrupidae

 .]













Dungeness crab

 
/ˌdənjənəs ˈkrab/





I.
 
noun




a large crab found off the west coast of North America, where it is popular as food.

[
Cancer magister

 , family 
Cancridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
Dungeness

 , the name of a fishing village on the coast of Washington.






dungeon

 
/ˈdənjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong underground prison cell, especially in a castle.




2.
 
(in fantasy role-playing games) a labyrinthine subterranean setting.




3.
 
archaic term for donjon
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 imprison (someone) in a dungeon.











– origin

 Middle English (also with the sense ‘castle keep’): from Old French (perhaps originally with the sense ‘lord's tower’ or ‘mistress tower’), based on Latin 
dominus

 ‘lord, master.’ Compare with donjon
 .





Dungeons and Dragons






noun






‹trademark›

 a fantasy role-playing game set in an imaginary world based loosely on medieval myth.













dung fly






noun




a hairy fly that lays its eggs in fresh dung.

[Families 
Scathophagidae

 and 
Sphaeroceridae

 : several species.]













dunghill

 
/ˈdəNGˌhil /

 
dungheap






noun




a heap of dung or refuse, especially in a farmyard.













dunite

 
/ˈdənīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a green to brownish coarse-grained igneous rock consisting largely of olivine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of 
Dun

 Mountain, New Zealand, + -ite
 1
 .






dunk

 
/dəNGk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dip (bread or other food) into a drink or soup before eating it




•
 
she dunked a piece of bread into her coffee.










2.
 
immerse or dip in water




•
 
the bikers dunked themselves in the ocean




•
 (as 
noun

 
dunking

 )
 
the camera survived a dunking in a stream.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Basketball]

 score by shooting the ball down through the basket with the hands above the rim.








II.
 
noun






[Basketball]

 a shot downward into the basket with the hands above the rim.








III.
 
derivatives





dunker






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Pennsylvania Dutch 
dunke

 ‘dip,’ from German 
tunken

 ‘dip or plunge.’





Dunkard

 
/ˈdəNGkərd/






noun




another term for Dunker
 .














Dunker

 
/ˈdəNGkər/





I.
 
noun




a member of the German Baptist Brethren, a sect of Baptist Christians founded in 1708 but living in the US since the 1720s.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Pennsylvania Dutch, from 
dunke

 (see dunk
 ).






Dunkirk

 
/dənˈkərk ˈdənˌkərk/






a port in northern France; pop. 70,654 (2006). It was the scene of the evacuation of 335,000 Allied troops in 1940 by warships, requisitioned civilian ships, and a host of small boats while under constant German attack from the air. French name Dunkerque.









dunlin

 
/ˈdənlən/





I.
 
noun




a migratory sandpiper with a down-curved bill and (in the breeding season) a reddish-brown back and black belly. It is the most common small wader of the northern hemisphere.

[
Calidris alpina

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from dun
 1
 + -ling
 , from the grayish-brown winter coloring of its upper parts.





Dunlop, John Boyd

 
/ˈdənläp/






(1840–1921), Scottish inventor. He developed the first successful pneumatic bicycle tire in 1888.









dunnage

 
/ˈdənij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pieces of wood, matting, or similar material used to keep a cargo in position in a ship's hold.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's belongings, especially those brought on board ship.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





dunno

 
/dəˈnō/





I.
 
contraction




(I) do not know.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing an informal pronunciation.






Duns Scotus, John

 
/dənz ˈskōtəs/






(
c.

 1265–1308), Scottish theologian and scholar. He was the first major theologian to defend the theory of the immaculate conception and to oppose St. Thomas Aquinas by arguing that faith is a matter of will rather than something dependent on logical proofs.









Dunstan, St.

 
/ˈdənstən/






(
c.

 909–88), Anglo-Saxon prelate. As archbishop of Canterbury, he introduced the strict Benedictine rule in England and succeeded in restoring monastic life. Feast day, May 19.









dunt

 
/dənt /

 

‹chiefly Scottish›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit or knock firmly with a dull sound




•
 
she dunted my father in the side with her elbow.














II.
 
noun




a firm dull-sounding blow.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps a variant of dint
 .





duo

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pair of people or things, especially in music or entertainment




•
 
the comedy duo Laurel and Hardy.










2.
 


[Music]

 a duet




•
 
he wrote two duos for violin and viola.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Italian from Latin 
duo

 ‘two.’






duo-





I.
 
combining form




two; having two




•
 
duopoly




•
 
duotone.

















– origin

 from Latin.





duodecimal

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oəˈdesəm(ə)l ˌd(y)o͞oōˈdesəm(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a system of counting or numerical notation that has twelve as a base.








II.
 
noun




the system of duodecimal notation.








III.
 
derivatives





duodecimally






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
duodecimus

 ‘twelfth’ (from 
duodecim

 ‘twelve’) + -al
 .






duodecimo

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oəˈdesəmō ˌd(y)o͞oōˈdesəmō /

 
12mo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a size of book page that results from the folding of each printed sheet into 12 leaves (24 pages).

Also called twelvemo
 .




2.
 
a duodecimo book.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
(in) duodecimo

 ‘in a twelfth,’ from 
duodecimus

 ‘twelfth.’





duodenary

 
/d(y)o͞oˈädənerē ˌd(y)o͞oəˈden(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 relating to or based on the number twelve.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
duodenarius

 ‘containing twelve,’ based on 
duodecim

 ‘twelve.’





duodenitis

 
/ˌdyo͞oədnˈīdis/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the duodenum.













duodeno-

 
duoden-






combining form






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 relating to the duodenum




•
 
duodenitis.



















duodenum

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oəˈdēnəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the first part of the small intestine immediately beyond the stomach, leading to the jejunum.








II.
 
derivatives





duodenal

 
/ˈˌd(y)o͞oəˈˌdēnl d(y)o͞oˈädnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from 
duodeni

 ‘in twelves,’ its length being equivalent to the breadth of approximately twelve fingers.





duologue

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəlôɡ ˈd(y)o͞oəˌläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a play or part of a play with speaking roles for only two actors.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from duo-
 , on the pattern of 
monologue

 .





duology

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a pair of related novels, plays, or movies.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from duo-
 ‘two,’ on the pattern of trilogy
 .





duomo

 
/ˈdwōmō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian cathedral.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘dome.’





duopoly

 
/d(y)o͞oˈäpəlē/





I.
 
noun




a situation in which two suppliers dominate the market for a commodity or service.








II.
 
derivatives





duopolistic

 
/-ˌäpəˈlistik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from duo-
 , on the pattern of 
monopoly

 .





duotone

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oəˌtōn/






noun



1.
 
a halftone illustration made from a single original with two different colors at different screen angles.




2.
 
the technique or process of making duotone illustrations




•
 
the best images that duotone can produce.



















dupatta

 
/do͝oˈpədə/





I.
 
noun




a length of material worn as a scarf or head covering, typically with a salwar, by women from South Asia.











– origin

 from Hindi 
dupaṭṭā

 .





dupe1


 
/d(y)o͞op/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive; trick




•
 
the newspaper was 
duped into

 publishing an untrue story.














II.
 
noun




a victim of deception




•
 
knowing accomplices or unknowing dupes.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dupable

 
/ˈd(y)o͞opəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
duper






noun













3.
 
dupery

 
/ˈd(y)o͞op(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from dialect French 
dupe

 ‘hoopoe,’ from the bird's supposedly stupid appearance.





dupe2


 
/d(y)o͞op/






verb, noun




short for duplicate
 , esp. in photography.













dupion

 
/ˈdo͞opēˌän /

 
dupioni
 , silk dupion





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough slubbed silk fabric woven from the threads of double cocoons.




2.
 
an imitation of silk dupion with other fibers.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘double cocoon’): from French 
doupion

 , from Italian 
doppione

 , from 
doppio

 ‘double.’






duple

 
/ˈd(y)o͞opəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Music]

 (of rhythm) based on two main beats to the measure




•
 
duple time.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
duplus

 , from 
duo

 ‘two.’





duplet

 
/ˈd(y)o͞oplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of two things.




2.
 


[Music]

 a pair of equal notes to be performed in the time of three.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a dicing term in the sense of 
doublets

 (see doublet
 )): from Latin 
duplus

 ‘duple,’ on the pattern of 
doublet

 . Current senses date from the 1920s.






duplex

 
/ˈd(y)o͞opleks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a house divided into two apartments, with a separate entrance for each.




2.
 
an apartment on two floors.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a double-stranded polynucleotide molecule.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having two parts, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a house) consisting of two apartments.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of an apartment) on two floors.




4.
 
(of paper or board) having two differently colored layers or sides.




5.
 
(of a printer or its software) capable of printing on both sides of the paper.




6.
 
(of a communications system, computer circuit, etc.) allowing the transmission of two signals simultaneously in opposite directions.

Compare with multiplex
 , simplex
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
duplex, duplic-

 , from 
duo

 ‘two’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’ The noun dates from the 1920s.






duplicate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈd(y)o͞opləkət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
exactly like something else, especially through having been copied




•
 
a duplicate license is issued to replace a valid license which has been lost.










2.
 
having two corresponding or identical parts




•
 
a duplicate application form.










3.
 
twice as large or many; doubled




•
 
duplicate taxes on oil and gas.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈd(y)o͞opləkət /



1.
 
one of two or more identical things




•
 
books may be disposed of if they are duplicates.










2.
 
a copy of an original




•
 
locksmiths can make duplicates of most keys.










3.
 
short for duplicate bridge
 .




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a pawnbroker's ticket.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈd(y)o͞opləˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or be an exact copy of




•
 
a unique scent, impossible to duplicate or forget




•
 


‹figurative›

 they have not been able to duplicate his successes.










2.
 
make or supply copies of (a document)




•
 
information sheets had to be typed and duplicated




•
 (as 
adj.

 
duplicating

 )
 
a duplicating machine.










3.
 
multiply by two; double




•
 
the normal amount of DNA has been duplicated thousands of times.










4.
 
do (something) again unnecessarily




•
 
most of these proposals duplicated work already done.














IV.
 
phrases





in duplicate






consisting of two exact copies




•
 
forms to complete in duplicate.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
duplicable

 
/-plikəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
duplicative

 
/-ˌkātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘having two corresponding parts’): from Latin 
duplicat-

 ‘doubled,’ from the verb 
duplicare

 , from 
duplic-

 ‘twofold’ (see duplex
 ).






duplicate bridge






noun




a competitive form of bridge in which the same hands are played successively by different partnerships.













duplication

 
/ˌd(y)o͞opləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of duplicating something.




2.
 
a copy.




3.
 


[Genetics]

 a DNA segment in a chromosome that is a copy of another segment.











– origin

 late Middle English (used in the mathematical sense ‘multiplication by two’): from Old French, or from Latin 
duplicatio(n-)

 , from 
duplicare

 ‘to double’ (see duplicate
 ).





duplicator

 
/ˈd(y)o͞opləˌkādər/






noun




a machine or device for making copies of something, in particular a machine that makes copies of documents by means of fluid ink and a stencil.













duplicitous

 
/d(y)o͞oˈplisədəs/






adjective



1.
 
deceitful




•
 
treacherous, duplicitous behavior.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a charge or plea) containing more than one allegation.













duplicity

 
/d(y)o͞oˈplisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deceitfulness; double-dealing.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 doubleness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
duplicite

 or late Latin 
duplicitas

 , from Latin 
duplic-

 ‘twofold’ (see duplex
 ).





du Pont, E. I.

 
/d(y)o͞o ˈpänt, ˈd(y)o͞o ˌpänt/






(1771–1834), US industrialist; born in France; full name 
Éleuthère Irénée du Pont

 . His gunpowder manufacturing plant near Wilmington, Delaware, established in 1802, grew into a corporate giant, due largely to the government contracts that ensured its early success, especially during the War of 1812.









duppy

 
/ˈdəpē/





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 a malevolent spirit or ghost.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably of West African origin.





du Pré, Jacqueline

 
/d(y)o͞o ˈprā/






(1945–87), English cellist; wife of Daniel Barenboim. She made her solo debut at 16 and was known for her interpretations of cello concertos.









Dupuytren's contracture

 
/dəˈpwētrənz kənˌtrakCHər /

 
Dupuytren's disease





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which there is fixed forward curvature of one or more fingers, caused by the development of a fibrous connection between the finger tendons and the skin of the palm.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Baron Guillaume 
Dupuytren

 (1777–1835), the French surgeon who first described the condition.





Duque de Caxias

 
/ˈdo͞okē dā käˈSHēəs/






a city in southeastern Brazil, a suburb of Rio de Janeiro; pop. 842,686 (2007).










dur

 
/dər /

 
der






exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to comment on a foolish or stupid action, especially someone else's.














dura1


 
/ˈd(y)o͝orə /

 
dura mater





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the tough outermost membrane enveloping the brain and spinal cord.








II.
 
derivatives





dural






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘hard mother,’ translation of Arabic 
al-'umm al-jāfiya

 ‘coarse mother.’





dura2


 
/ˈd(y)o͝orə/






noun




variant spelling of durra
 .













durability

 
/ˌd(y)o͝orəˈbilədē/






noun




the ability to withstand wear, pressure, or damage




•
 
the reliability and durability of plastics.



















durable

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to withstand wear, pressure, or damage; hard-wearing




•
 
porcelain enamel is strong and durable




•
 


‹figurative›

 a durable peace can be achieved.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) having endurance




•
 
the durable Smith lasted the full eight rounds.














II.
 
noun

 — (
durables

 )


1.
 
short for durable goods
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
durableness

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
durably

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘steadfast’): via Old French from Latin 
durabilis

 , from 
durare

 ‘to last’ (see duration
 ).






durable goods






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 goods not for immediate consumption and able to be kept for a period of time.













Duralumin

 
/d(y)o͝orˈalyəmən/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a hard, light alloy of aluminum with copper and other elements.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from Latin 
durus

 ‘hard’ + aluminum
 , but probably influenced by 
Düren

 , the name of the Rhineland town where such alloys were first produced.





duramen

 
/d(y)o͝orˈāmən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the heartwood of a tree.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘hardness,’ from 
durare

 ‘harden.’





durance

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orəns/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 imprisonment or confinement.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘continuance’): from Old French, from 
durer

 ‘to last,’ from Latin 
durare

 . The sense ‘imprisonment’ is first recorded in the early 16th cent.





Durand, Asher Brown

 
/dəˈrand/






(1796–1886), US artist. He was one of the earliest landscape painters of the Hudson River School.










Durango

 
/dəˈraNGˌɡō/





I.
 
a state in northern central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital city of the state of Durango; pop. 463,830 (2005).

Full name Victoria de Durango
 .









Durante, Jimmy

 
/dəˈrantē/






(1893–1980), US entertainer; born 
James Francis Durante

 . The gravelly-voiced star of Broadway, movies, radio, and television began his career in vaudeville and became known for his trademark song, “Inka Dinka Doo.” His movies include 
The Man Who Came to Dinner

 (1942).









Duras, Marguerite

 
/d(y)o͝oˈrä/






(1914–96), French novelist, movie director, and playwright; pseudonym of 
Marguerite Donnadieu

 . Her works include the screenplay for 
Hiroshima mon amour

 (1959), as well as the semiautobiographical novel 
L'Amant

 (1984).










duration

 
/d(y)o͝orˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the time during which something continues




•
 
the subway stop has been closed for the duration of the convention




•
 
a flight of over eight hours' duration.














II.
 
phrases





for the duration





a.
 
until the end of something, especially a war




•
 
he was in the navy for the duration plus six.










b.
 


‹informal›

 for a very long time




•
 
some stains may be there for the duration.


















III.
 
derivatives





durational






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
duratio(n-)

 , from 
durare

 ‘to last,’ from 
durus

 ‘hard.’






durative

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orədiv/






adjective






[Grammar]

 of or denoting continuing action.

Contrasted with punctual
 .














Durban

 
/ˈdərbən/






a seaport and resort in South Africa, on the coast of KwaZulu-Natal; pop. 3,409,100 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1835) Port Natal
 .









durbar

 
/ˈdərbär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the court of an Indian ruler.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a public reception held by an Indian prince or by a British governor or viceroy in India.











– origin

 Urdu, from Persian 
darbār

 ‘court.’






durchkomponiert

 
/ˌdo͝orKHˌkämpōˈnēərt/





I.
 
adjective




another term for through-composed
 .











– origin

 from German, from 
durch

 ‘through’ + 
komponiert

 ‘composed’ (because the music is different throughout).





Dürer, Albrecht

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orər/






(1471–1528), German engraver and painter. A leading artist of the Renaissance, he was important for his technically advanced woodcuts and copper engravings and was also noted for his watercolors and drawings.









duress

 
/d(y)o͝oˈres/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
threats, violence, constraints, or other action brought to bear on someone to do something against their will or better judgment




•
 
confessions extracted 
under duress

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 constraint illegally exercised to force someone to perform an act.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 forcible restraint or imprisonment.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘harshness, severity, cruel treatment’): via Old French from Latin 
duritia

 , from 
durus

 ‘hard.’





Durey, Louis

 
/d(y)o͝oˈrā/






(1888–1979), French composer. A member of the Les Six group until 1921, he later wrote music that had mass appeal, in accordance with communist doctrines on art.









Durga

 
/ˈdo͝orɡä /

 

‹Hinduism›







a fierce goddess, wife of Shiva, often identified with Kali. She is usually depicted riding a tiger or lion and slaying the buffalo demon, and with eight or ten arms.









Durgapur

 
/ˈdo͝orɡəˌpo͝or/






a city in northeastern India, in the state of West Bengal; pop. 543,900 (est. 2009).









Durham1


 
/ˈdərəm/






an industrial and academic city in north central North Carolina, noted for its tobacco industry and as the home of Duke University; pop. 223,284 (est. 2008).









Durham2


 
/ˈdərəm/






a city in northern England on the River Wear; pop. 42,100 (2009). It is famous for its 11th-century cathedral, which contains the tomb of the Venerable Bede, and for its university.









Durham quilt

 
/ˈdərəm ˌkwilt/






noun




a quilt made by sewing together a piece of fabric, an inner batting, and a lining, the stitches making decorative patterns.













durian

 
/ˈdo͝orēən ˈdo͝orēˌän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an oval spiny tropical fruit containing a creamy pulp. Despite its fetid smell, it is highly esteemed for its flavor.




2.
 
(also 
durian tree

 )
 — the large tree that bears the durian fruit, native to Malaysia.

[
Durio zibethinus

 , family 
Bombacaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Malay 
durian

 , from 
duri

 ‘thorn.’





duricrust

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orəˌkrəst/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a hard mineral crust formed at or near the surface of soil in semiarid regions by the evaporation of groundwater.











– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
durus

 ‘hard’ + crust
 .





during

 
/ˈd(y)o͝oriNG/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
throughout the course or duration of (a period of time)




•
 
the restaurant is open during the day




•
 
the period during which he grew to adulthood.










2.
 
at a particular point in the course of




•
 
the stabbing took place during an argument at a party.

















– origin

 late Middle English: present participle of the obsolete verb 
dure

 ‘last, endure, extend,’ via Old French from Latin 
durare

 ‘to last’ (see duration
 ).





Durkheim, Émile

 
/ˈdərkˌhīm/






(1858–1917), French sociologist; one of the founders of modern sociology. In 1913, he became the first professor of sociology at the Sorbonne. Notable works: 
The Division of Labor in Society

 (1893) and 
Suicide

 (1897).










durmast oak

 
/ˈdərˌmast ˌōk/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian oak tree with stalkless, egg-shaped acorns.

Also called sessile oak
 . [
Quercus petraea

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
durmast

 perhaps originally an error for 
dunmast

 , from dun
 1
 + mast
 2
 .





durn

 
/dərn/






verb, exclamation, adjective, adverb




dialect form of darn
 2
 .













durned

 
/dərnd/






adjective, adverb




dialect form of darned
 .













Duroc

 
/ˈd(y)o͝oräk/





I.
 
noun




a pig of a reddish breed developed in North America.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of a stallion that is said to have been bought by the breeder Isaac Frink on the same day as the pigs from which he developed the breed.





Durocher, Leo

 
/dəˈrōSHər/






(1905–91), US baseball player and manager; full name 
Leo Ernest Durocher

 . After playing shortstop in the major leagues from 1925 to 1945, he managed the Brooklyn Dodgers 1939–46, 1948, New York Giants 1948–55, Chicago Cubs 1966–72, and Houston Astros 1972–73. His cantankerous manner earned him the nickname 
The Lip

 . Baseball Hall of Fame (1994).










durra

 
/ˈdo͝orə /

 
dura





I.
 
noun




grain sorghum of the principal variety grown from northeastern Africa to India.

[
Sorghum bicolor

 var. 
durra

 , family 
Gramineae

 ; 
white durra

 is var. 
cernuum

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Arabic 
ḍura

 , 
ḍurra

 .





Durrell, Lawrence

 
/ˈdərəl/






(1912–90), English novelist and poet; full name 
Lawrence George Durrell

 . He spent much of his life abroad, particularly in the Mediterranean. Notable works: 
Alexandria Quartet

 (1957–60) and 
Prospero's Cell

 (1945).









durst

 
/dərst/






archaic or regional past of dare
 .









durum

 
/ˈd(y)o͝orəm /

 
durum wheat





I.
 
noun




a kind of hard wheat grown in arid regions, having bearded ears and yielding flour that is used to make pasta.

[
Triticum durum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
durus

 ‘hard,’ used in the species name since 1798.





Duse, Eleonora

 
/ˈdo͞ozā/






(1858–1924), Italian actress. She was known for her tragic roles.










Dushanbe

 
/d(y)o͞oˈSHämbā, -bə/






the capital of Tajikistan; pop. 553,000 (est. 2007).

Former name (1929–61) Stalinabad
 .










dusk

 
/dəsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the darker stage of twilight




•
 
dusk was falling rapidly




•
 
working the land 
from dawn to dusk

 .










2.
 
semidarkness




•
 
in the dusk of an Istanbul nightclub.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 grow dark


(as 
adj.

 
dusking

 )


•
 
he saw the lights blaze in the dusking sky.














III.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 shadowy, dim, or dark.











– origin

 Old English 
dox

 ‘dark, swarthy’ and 
doxian

 ‘darken in color,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old High German 
tusin

 ‘darkish’; compare with dun
 1
 . The noun dates from the early 17th cent. The change in form from 
-x

 to 
-sk

 occurred in Middle English.





dusky

 
/ˈdəskē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
darkish in color




•
 
dusky red




•
 
a dusky complexion.










2.
 


‹dated›

 used in euphemistic or poetic reference to black or other dark-skinned people




•
 
a dusky Moorish maiden.










3.
 


‹literary›

 dim




•
 
dusky light came from a small window.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used in names of animals with dark coloration, e.g., 
dusky dolphin

 , 
dusky warbler

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
duskily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
duskiness

 
/ˈdəskēnəs /






noun





















dusky wing






noun




a small, dark-winged butterfly of the skipper family, found in North America.

[Genus 
Erynnis

 , family 
Hesperiidae

 ; the species are very difficult to tell apart.]













Düsseldorf

 
/ˈdo͞osəlˌdôrf/






an industrial city in northwestern Germany, on the Rhine River, capital of North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 577,500 (est. 2006).










dust

 
/dəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine, dry powder consisting of tiny particles of earth or waste matter lying on the ground or on surfaces or carried in the air




•
 
the car sent up clouds of dust




•
 
they rolled and fought in the dust.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — any material in the form of tiny particles




•
 
coal dust.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a fine powder




•
 
he ground it into a fine dust.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a cloud of dust.




5.
 


‹literary›

 a dead person's remains




•
 
scatter my dust and ashes.










6.
 


‹literary›

 the mortal human body




•
 
the soul, that dwells within your dust.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of dusting




•
 
a quick dust, to get rid of the cobwebs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the dust from the surface of (something) by wiping or brushing it




•
 
I broke the vase I had been dusting




•
 
pick yourself up and 
dust

 yourself 
off






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she washed and dusted and tidied.










2.
 
(
dust something off

 )
 — bring something out for use again after a long period of neglect




•
 
a number of aircraft will be dusted off and returned to flight.










3.
 
(
dust someone off

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 deliver a pitch very near a batter so they must fall to the dirt to avoid being hit by it.




4.
 
(usu. 
be dusted

 )
 — cover lightly with a powdered substance




•
 
roll out on a surface dusted with flour.










5.
 
sprinkle (a powdered substance) onto something




•
 
orange powder was dusted over the upper body.










6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 beat up or kill someone




•
 
the officers 
dusted

 him 
up

 a little bit.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
dust and ashes






used to convey a feeling of great disappointment or disillusion about something




•
 
the party would be dust and ashes if he couldn't come.















2.
 
the dust settles






things quiet down




•
 
she hoped that the dust would settle quickly and the episode be forgotten.















3.
 
eat someone's dust








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fall far behind someone in a competitive situation.









4.
 
gather (or collect) dust






remain unused




•
 
some professors let their computers gather dust.















5.
 
leave someone/something in the dust






surpass someone or something easily




•
 
today's modems leave their predecessors in the dust.


















IV.
 
derivatives





dustless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dūst

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
duist

 ‘chaff.’





dustball

 
/ˈdəstˌbôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a ball of dust and fluff.













dustbath

 
/ˈdəstbaTH/






noun




a bird's rolling in dust to clean its feathers.













dustbin

 
/ˈdəs(t)bin/






noun






(Brit.)

 a garbage can.













dust bowl

 
/ˈdəs(t) ˌbōl/






noun



1.
 
an area of land where vegetation has been lost and soil reduced to dust and eroded, especially as a consequence of drought or unsuitable farming practice.




2.
 
(
the Dust Bowl

 )
 — an area of Oklahoma, Kansas, and northern Texas affected by severe soil erosion (caused by windstorms) in the early 1930s, which obliged many people to move.













dust bunny






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a ball of dust and fluff.













Dustbuster

 
/ˈdəs(t)ˌbəstər/






noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a handheld vacuum cleaner.













dust cover

 
/ˈdəs(t) ˌkəvər/






noun




a dust jacket.













dust devil

 
/ˈdəs(t) ˌdevəl/






noun




a small whirlwind or air vortex over land, visible as a column of dust and debris.













duster

 
/ˈdəstər/






noun



1.
 
a cloth or brush for dusting furniture.




2.
 
(also 
duster coat

 )
 — a woman's loose, lightweight, full-length coat without buttons, of a style originally worn in the 1920s when traveling in an open car.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short, light housecoat.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a dust storm.













dustheap

 
/ˈdəsthēp/






noun




a heap of household refuse.













dusting powder

 
/ˈdəstiNG ˌpoudər/






noun




powder for dusting over something, in particular talcum powder.













dust jacket

 
/ˈdəs(t) ˌjakət/






noun




a removable paper cover, generally with a decorative design, used to protect a book from dirt or damage.













dustman

 
/ˈdəs(t)mən/






noun






(Brit.)

 a garbage collector.














dust mop






noun




a long-handled mop with a soft, fluffy head, used to collect dust from floors and walls.













dustpan

 
/ˈdəs(t)pan/






noun




a flat handheld receptacle into which dust and waste can be swept from the floor.













dust ruffle






noun




a sheet with a deep pleated or gathered border that is designed to hang down over the mattress and sides of a bed.













dust sheet

 
/ˈdəs(t) ˌSHēt/






noun




British term for drop cloth
 .













dust storm

 
/ˈdəs(t) ˌstôrm/






noun




a strong, turbulent wind that carries clouds of fine dust, soil, and sand over a large area.













dust trap






noun




something on, in, or under which dust readily gathers.













dust-up

 
/ˈdəst ˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a fight; a quarrel




•
 
you and Larry had a dust-up over Val?



















dusty

 
/ˈdəstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with, full of, or resembling dust




•
 
dusty old records




•
 
a hot, dusty road.










2.
 
(of a color) dull or muted




•
 
patches of pale gold and dusty pink.










3.
 
staid and uninteresting




•
 
a dusty old bore.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dustily

 
/ˈdəstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
dustiness

 
/ˈdəstēnəs /






noun





















dusty miller





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family with whitish or grayish foliage.

[Several species in the family 
Compositae

 , in particular the cultivated 
Artemisia stellerana

 of North America and 
Senecio cineraria

 of the Mediterranean.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named from the fine powder on the flowers and leaves.





Dutch

 
/dəCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the West Germanic language of the Netherlands.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Dutch

 )
 — the people of the Netherlands collectively.



Dutch

 is most closely related to German and English. It is also the official language of Suriname and the former Netherlands Antilles and is spoken in northern Belgium, where it is called Flemish.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the Netherlands, its people, or their language.




2.
 
relating to the people of Germany; German.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go dutch






share the cost of something, especially a meal, equally.









2.
 
in dutch








(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 in trouble




•
 
he's been getting in dutch at school.





















– origin

 from Middle Dutch 
dutsch

 ‘Dutch, Netherlandish, German’: the English word originally denoted speakers of both High and Low German, but became more specific after the United Provinces adopted the Low German of Holland as the national language on independence in 1579.





Dutch auction

 
/ˈdəCH ˈôkSHən/






noun




a method of selling in which the price is reduced until a buyer is found.













Dutch cap

 
/ˈdəCH ˌkap/






noun




a woman's lace cap with triangular flaps on each side, worn as part of Dutch traditional dress.













Dutch courage

 
/ˈdəCH ˈkərij/






noun




strength or confidence gained from drinking alcohol




•
 
I'll have a couple of drinks to give me Dutch courage.



















Dutch door

 
/ˈdəCH ˈˌdô(ə)r/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a door divided into two parts horizontally, allowing one half to be shut and the other left open.













Dutch East India Company






a Dutch trading company founded in 1602 to protect Dutch trading interests in the Indian Ocean. It was dissolved in 1799.










Dutch East Indies

 
/dəCH ēst ˈindēz/






former name (until 1949) of Indonesia
 .









Dutch elm disease

 
/dəCH elm dəˈzēz/






noun




a fungal disease of elm trees that is spread by elm bark beetles. A virulent strain of the fungus that arose in North America in the early 20th century has destroyed the majority of American elms in many areas.

[The disease is caused by the fungus 
Ceratocystis ulmi

 , phylum 
Ascomycota

 .]













Dutchess County

 
/ˌdəCHis ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in southeastern New York, east of the Hudson River, traditionally agricultural but increasingly suburban; pop. 292,878 (est. 2008). Its seat is Poughkeepsie.










Dutch Guiana

 
/ˈdəCH ɡēˈänə ˈdəCH ɡīˈänə/






former name (until 1948) of Suriname
 .









Dutch interior






noun




a painting of the interior of a Dutch house in a style characteristic of the work of 17th-century genre painters.













Dutchman

 
/ˈdəCHmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Netherlands, or a person of Dutch descent.




2.
 
a Dutch ship.




3.
 
a wedge or piece used to conceal a flaw in construction.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a German.








II.
 
phrases





I'm a Dutchman








(Brit.)

 used to express one's disbelief or as a way of underlining an emphatic assertion




•
 
if she's seventeen, I'm a Dutchman.























Dutchman's breeches





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a plant closely related to bleeding heart, but typically having pale yellow or white flowers.

[Genus 
Dicentra

 , family 
Fumariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
D. cucullaria

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: so named because of the shape of the spurred flower.





Dutchman's pipe






noun




a vigorous climbing vine with hooked tubular flowers, native to eastern North America.

[
Aristolochia durior

 , family 
Aristolochiaceae

 .]













Dutch metal

 
/ˈdəCH ˌmedl/






noun




an alloy of copper and zinc used in imitation of gold leaf.













Dutch New Guinea






former name (until 1963) of Papua
 (
sense

 1).









Dutch oven

 
/ˈˌdəCH ˈˌəvən/






noun



1.
 
a large, heavy cooking pot with a lid.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a large metal box serving as a simple oven, heated by being placed under or next to hot coals.













Dutch Reformed Church





I.
 
a branch of the Protestant Church in the Netherlands, formed during the Reformation. It was disestablished in 1798 and replaced in 1816 by the Netherlands Reformed Church.




II.
 
the dominant branch of the Protestant Church among Afrikaners in South Africa.









Dutch tile





I.
 
noun




a kind of glazed white tile painted with traditional Dutch motifs in blue or brown.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
Dutch-tiled

 )


1.
 
decorate with Dutch tiles




•
 
Dutch-tiled fireplaces.



















Dutch treat

 
/ˈdəCH ˈˌtrēt/






noun




an outing, meal, or other special occasion at which each participant pays for their share of the expenses.













Dutch uncle






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person giving firm but benevolent advice.













Dutch West India Company






a Dutch trading company founded in 1621 to develop Dutch trading interests in competition with Spain and Portugal and their colonies in western India, South America, and West Africa. It was dissolved in 1794.









Dutchwoman

 
/ˈdəCHˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female native or inhabitant of the Netherlands, or a woman of Dutch descent.













duteous

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 dutiful




•
 
a duteous vassal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
duteously






adverb













2.
 
duteousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from duty
 , on the pattern of words such as 
bounteous

 .





dutiable

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odēəb(ə)l/






adjective




liable to customs or other duties




•
 
dutiable goods.



















dutiful

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odəfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conscientiously or obediently fulfilling one's duty




•
 
a dutiful daughter.










2.
 
motivated by duty rather than desire or enthusiasm




•
 
dutiful applause




•
 
a dutiful visit.














II.
 
derivatives





dutifulness

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odəfəlnəs /






noun





















dutifully

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odəfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a conscientious or obedient manner




•
 
I dutifully reported the accident




•
 
I dutifully obeyed his instructions.










2.
 
in a manner motivated by duty rather than desire or enthusiasm




•
 
we all dutifully applauded the support act




•
 
she listened dutifully to Nate's excited talk.




















duty

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a moral or legal obligation; a responsibility




•
 
it's my duty to uphold the law




•
 
she was determined to 
do her duty

 as a citizen




•
 
a strong sense of duty.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a visit or other undertaking) done from a sense of moral obligation rather than for pleasure




•
 
a fifteen-minute duty visit.










3.
 
(often 
duties

 )
 — a task or action that someone is required to perform




•
 
the queen's official duties




•
 
your duties will include sweeping the switchboard




•
 
Juliet reported for duty.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a person) engaged in their regular work




•
 
a duty nurse.










5.
 
military service




•
 
combat duty in the army.










6.
 
(also 
duties

 )
 — performance of prescribed church services by a priest or minister




•
 
he was willing to take Sunday duties.










7.
 
a payment due and enforced by law or custom, in particular




8.
 
a payment levied on the import, export, manufacture, or sale of goods




•
 
a 6 percent 
duty on

 imports




•
 
goods subject to excise duty.










9.
 


‹technical›

 the measure of an engine's effectiveness in units of work done per unit of fuel.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
do duty as (or for)






serve or act as a substitute for something else




•
 
her mug was doing duty as a wine glass.















2.
 
on (or off) duty






engaged (or not engaged) in one's regular work




•
 
the doorman had 
gone off duty

 and the lobby was unattended.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
duete

 , from Old French 
deu

 (see due
 ).





duty-bound

 
/ˈd(y)o͞odē ˈˌbound/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
morally or legally obliged to do something




•
 
legitimate news stories that the press is duty-bound to report.



















duty cycle






noun



1.
 
the cycle of operation of a machine or other device that operates intermittently rather than continuously.




2.
 
the time occupied by this, especially as a percentage of available time.













duty-free

 
/ˈˌd(y)o͞odē ˈˌfrē/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
exempt from payment of duty


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the permitted number of duty-free goods




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
most EC goods enter almost duty-free.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — (of a shop or area) selling or trading in goods that are exempt from payment of duty.













duty officer






noun




an officer, especially in the police or armed forces, who is on duty at a particular time.













duumvir

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈəmvər/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) each of two magistrates or officials holding a joint office.











– origin

 Latin, from 
duum virum

 ‘of the two men.’





duumvirate

 
/ˌd(y)o͞oˈəmvərət/





I.
 
noun




a coalition of two people having joint authority or influence.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
duumviratus

 .






Duvalier

 
/ˌdo͞ovälˈyā/





I.
 
the name of a family of Haitian statesmen.




II.
 


François

 (1907–71), president 1957–71; known as 
Papa Doc

 . His regime was noted for its oppressive nature.




III.
 


Jean-Claude

 (1951–2014), son of François; known as 
Baby Doc

 . He succeeded to his father's presidency in 1971 but was overthrown by a mass uprising in 1986.









Duvall, Gabriel






(1752–1844), US Supreme Court associate justice 1811–35. Before being appointed to the Court by President Madison, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1794–96.









duvet

 
/ˌdo͞oˈvā/





I.
 
noun




a soft quilt filled with down, feathers, or a synthetic fiber, used instead of an upper sheet and blankets.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘down’ (see down
 2
 ).





dux

 
/dəks/





I.
 
noun




a Saxon chief or leader.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘leader.’





duxelles

 
/do͝okˈsel/





I.
 
noun




a preparation of mushrooms sautéed with onions, shallots, garlic, and parsley and used to make stuffing or sauce




•
 
chilies stuffed with duxelles.

















– origin

 named after the Marquis 
d'Uxelles

 , a 17th-cent. French nobleman.





DV

 

‹formal›







abbreviation



1.
 
Deo volente




•
 
this time next week (DV) I shall be among the mountains.










2.
 


[Bible]

 Douay Version.














DVD

 
/ˌdē vē ˈdē/





I.
 
noun




a type of compact disc able to store large amounts of data, especially high-resolution audiovisual material.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
digital versatile disc

 (originally of 
digital video disc

 ).





DVD+R





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blank DVD on which data, including music and movies, can be permanently recorded and read using the DVD+R format.




2.
 
a format for recordable DVDs used by some companies.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
DVD plus recordable

 .





DVD+RW





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blank DVD that can be recorded, erased, and rerecorded with data many times and read using the DVD+RW format.




2.
 
a format for rewritable DVDs used by some companies.




3.
 
a disc drive that can read and record DVDs.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
DVD plus rewritable

 .





DVD-R





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blank DVD on which data, including music and movies, can be permanently recorded and read using the DVD-R format.




2.
 
a format for recordable DVDs used by some companies.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
DVD recordable

 .





DVD-RAM





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blank DVD on which data, including music and movies, can be permanently recorded and read using the DVD-RAM format. A DVD-RAM discs can be recorded over many times, but will only play back in a DVD-RAM drive.




2.
 
a format for recordable DVDs used by some companies.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
DVD recordable

 .





DVD-ROM

 
/dēːvēːdēːˈräːm/





I.
 
noun




a DVD used as a read-only optical memory device for a computer system.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
DVD read-only memory

 .





DVD-RW





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blank DVD that can be recorded, erased, and rerecorded with data many times and read using the DVD-RW format.




2.
 
a format for rewritable DVDs used by some companies.




3.
 
a disc drive that can read and record DVDs.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
DVD rewritable

 .





Dvina River

 
/dəˌvēnä ˈrivər/






a river that rises in Russia's Valai Hills and flows west, then north, for 634 miles (1,020 km) across Belarus and Latvia into the Gulf of Riga.









DVM






abbreviation




Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.













Dvořák, Antonín

 
/ˈdvôrˌZHäk/






(1841–1904), Czech composer. He is best known for his ninth symphony 
“From the New World”

 (1892–95).









DVR






noun




short for digital video recorder
 .













DW





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's wife (used in electronic communication)




•
 
my DW and I spent our anniversary at Meadow Lake Resort in Columbia Falls.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
darling wife

 or 
dear wife

 .





dwale

 
/dwāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 deadly nightshade or belladonna.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a soporific drink formerly made from this.











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Danish 
dvale

 ‘deep sleep, stupor,’ 
dvaledrik

 ‘sleeping draft.’






dwarf

 
/dwôrf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in folklore or fantasy literature) a member of a mythical race of short, stocky humanlike creatures who are generally skilled in mining and metalworking.




2.
 
a person who is of unusually or abnormally small stature because of a medical condition; a person affected by dwarfism.




3.
 


‹offensive›

 a very short person.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something, especially an animal or plant, that is much smaller than the usual size for its type or species




•
 
a dwarf conifer.










5.
 
(also 
dwarf star

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 a star of relatively small size and low luminosity, including the majority of main sequence stars.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to seem small or insignificant in comparison




•
 
the buildings surround and dwarf All Saints Church.










2.
 
stunt the growth or development of


(as 
adj.

 
dwarfed

 )


•
 
the dwarfed but solid branch of a tree.














III.
 
derivatives





dwarfish

 
/ˈdwôrfiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dweorg

 , 
dweorh

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dwerg

 and German 
Zwerg

 .





dwarfism

 
/ˈdwôrfizəm/






noun




(in medical or technical contexts) unusually or abnormally low stature or small size.














dwarf lemur






noun




a small Madagascan primate related to the mouse lemur, feeding primarily on fruit and gums.

[Family 
Cheirogaleidae

 : three genera and four species.]













dwarf planet






noun






[Astronomy]

 a celestial body resembling a small planet but lacking certain technical criteria that are required for it to be classed as such.













dweeb

 
/dwēb/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a boring, studious, or socially inept person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dweebish






adjective













2.
 
dweeby






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: perhaps a blend of dwarf
 and early-20th-cent. 
feeb

 ‘a feebleminded person’ (from feeble
 ).





dwell

 
/dwel/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 live in or at a specified place




•
 
groups of gypsies still dwell in these caves.










2.
 
(
dwell on/upon

 )
 — think, speak, or write at length about (a particular subject, especially one that is a source of unhappiness, anxiety, or dissatisfaction)




•
 
I've got better things to do than dwell on the past.










3.
 
(
dwell on/upon

 )
 — (of one's eyes or attention) linger on (a particular object or place)




•
 
she let her eyes dwell on them for a moment.














II.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a slight regular pause in the motion of a machine.











– origin

 Old English 
dwellan

 ‘lead astray, hinder, delay’ (in Middle English ‘tarry, remain in a place’), of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
dwellen

 ‘stun, perplex’ and Old Norse 
dvelja

 ‘delay, tarry, stay.’





dweller

 
/ˈdwelər/






noun




a person or animal that lives in or at a specified place




•
 
city dwellers




•
 
the majority of urban dwellers live in small apartments.



















dwelling

 
/ˈdweliNG /

 
dwelling place






noun






‹formal›

 a house, apartment, or other place of residence.













dwelling house

 
/ˈdweliNG ˌhous/






noun






[Law]

 a house used as a residence and not for business purposes.













dwell time






noun






‹technical›

 time spent in the same position, area, or stage of a process




•
 
dwell time at US airports has reached a new high—almost 70 minutes.



















DWEM






abbreviation




dead white European male.













DWI






abbreviation






(US)

 driving while intoxicated.













dwindle

 
/ˈdwindl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
diminish gradually in size, amount, or strength




•
 
traffic has dwindled to a trickle




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dwindling

 )
 
dwindling resources.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: frequentative of Scots and dialect 
dwine

 ‘fade away,’ from Old English 
dwīnan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
dwīnen

 and Old Norse 
dvína

 .





DWM






abbreviation



1.
 
(in personal ads) divorced white male.




2.
 
dead white male.













dwt






abbreviation



1.
 
dead-weight tonnage




•
 
a 40,000 dwt slipway.










2.
 
pennyweight.













DX






abbreviation






[Telecommunications]

 distance or distant.













Dy






symbol




the chemical element dysprosium.













dyad

 
/ˈdīad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 something that consists of two elements or parts




•
 
the mother–child dyad.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Mathematics]

 an operator that is a combination of two vectors.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Chemistry]

 a divalent atom or radical.








II.
 
derivatives





dyadic

 
/dīˈadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally denoting the number two or a pair): from late Latin 
dyas

 , 
dyad-

 , from Greek 
duas

 , from 
duo

 ‘two.’ Current senses date from the late 19th cent.





dybbuk

 
/ˈdibək/





I.
 
noun




(in Jewish folklore) a malevolent wandering spirit that enters and possesses the body of a living person until exorcized.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
dibek

 , from Hebrew 
dibbūq

 , from 
dāḇaq

 ‘cling.’





dye

 
/dī/





I.
 
noun




a natural or synthetic substance used to add a color to or change the color of something.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add a color to or change the color of (something) by soaking it in a solution impregnated with a dye


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
I dyed my hair blonde




•
 (as 
adj.

 
dyed

 )
 
dyed black hair.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take color well or badly during a dyeing process




•
 
it's good material—it should dye well.














III.
 
phrases





dyed in the wool






unchanging in a particular belief or opinion; inveterate




•
 
she's a dyed-in-the-wool conservative.







[with allusion to the fact that yarn was dyed in the raw state, producing a more even and permanent color.]












IV.
 
derivatives





dyeable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
dēag

 (noun), 
dēagian

 (verb). The noun is not recorded from Old English to the late 16th cent., when it was re-formed from the verb.





dye laser






noun




a tunable laser using the fluorescence of an organic dye.













dyeline

 
/ˈdīlīn/






noun




another term for diazo
 .













dyer

 
/ˈdīər/






noun




a person whose trade is the dyeing of cloth or other material.













dyer's greenweed






noun




a bushy, yellow-flowered Eurasian plant of the pea family, which has become naturalized in North America. The flowers were formerly used to make a yellow or green dye.

[
Genista tinctoria

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













dyer's oak






noun




another term for valonia
 .













dyer's rocket






noun




another term for weld
 2
 .













dyestuff

 
/ˈdīˌstəf/






noun




a substance that yields a dye or that can be used as a dye, especially when in solution.













dying

 
/ˈdīiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
on the point of death




•
 
he visited his dying mother.










2.
 
occurring at or connected with the time that someone dies




•
 
he strained to catch her dying words.










3.
 
gradually ceasing to exist or function; in decline and about to disappear




•
 
stone-cutting is a dying art




•
 
the dying embers of the fire.














II.
 
phrases





to one's dying day






for the rest of one's life




•
 
I shall remember that to my dying day.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: present participle of die
 1
 .






dyke1


 
/dīk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a lesbian.








II.
 
derivatives





dykey






adjective



















– origin

 1940s (earlier as bulldyke
 ): of unknown origin.





dyke2


 
/dīk/






noun




variant spelling of dike
 1
 .














Dylan, Bob

 
/ˈdilən/






(1941–), US singer and songwriter; born 
Robert Allen Zimmerman

 . The leader of an urban folk-music revival in the 1960s, he became known for political and protest songs, such as 
“The Times They Are A-Changin”

 (1964). Notable albums: 
Highway 61 Revisited

 (1965) and 
Blood on the Tracks

 (1975).









dyn






abbreviation




dyne.














dynamic

 
/dīˈnamik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a process or system) characterized by constant change, activity, or progress




•
 
a dynamic economy.










2.
 
(of a person) positive in attitude and full of energy and new ideas




•
 
she's dynamic and determined.










3.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to forces producing motion.

Often contrasted with static
 .




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a verb) expressing an action, activity, event, or process.

Contrasted with stative
 .




5.
 
denoting or relating to web pages that update frequently or are generated according to an individual's search terms




•
 
the dynamic content of these sites keeps their audience informed and up to date.










6.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a memory device) needing to be refreshed by the periodic application of a voltage.




7.
 


[Electronics]

 of or relating to the volume of sound produced by a voice, instrument, or sound recording equipment.




8.
 


[Music]

 relating to the volume of sound produced by an instrument, voice, or recording




•
 
an astounding dynamic range.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a force that stimulates change or progress within a system or process




•
 
evaluation is part of the basic dynamic of the project.










2.
 


[Music]

 another term for dynamics
 (
sense

 3).








III.
 
derivatives





dynamical

 
/dīˈnamək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a term in physics): from French 
dynamique

 , from Greek 
dunamikos

 , from 
dunamis

 ‘power.’





dynamically

 
/dīˈnaməklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner characterized by constant change, activity, or progress




•
 
this situation can change dynamically on the timescale of minutes




•
 
plants must respond dynamically to environmental changes.










2.
 
in a way that relates to motion




•
 
these bones act dynamically to allow oppositional grip.










3.
 


[Computing]

 used in relation to web pages that update frequently or are generated according to an individual's search terms




•
 
a robust, dynamically generated website




•
 
dynamically linked versions of the browser.










4.
 
in a positive, energetic, and innovative manner




•
 
innovative openings were often dynamically charged




•
 
the chairman will continue to act dynamically.










5.
 


[Music]

 in a way that relates to the volume of sound produced by an instrument, voice, or recording




•
 
the stereo mix is clearer and more dynamically sound




•
 
the playing wasn't dynamically varied.



















dynamic equilibrium






noun




a state of balance between continuing processes.













dynamic link library






noun




see DLL
 .













dynamic metamorphism






noun






[Geology]

 metamorphism produced by mechanical forces.













dynamic pricing






noun




the practice of pricing items at a level determined by a particular customer's perceived ability to pay.













dynamic range






noun



1.
 
the range of acceptable or possible volumes of sound occurring in the course of a piece of music or a performance.




2.
 
the ratio of the largest to the smallest intensity of sound that can be reliably transmitted or reproduced by a particular sound system, measured in decibels.














dynamics

 
/dīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the branch of mechanics concerned with the motion of bodies under the action of forces.

Compare with statics
 .




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — the branch of any science in which forces or changes are considered




•
 
chemical dynamics.










3.
 
the forces or properties that stimulate growth, development, or change within a system or process




•
 
the dynamics of changing social relations.










4.
 


[Music]

 the varying levels of volume of sound in different parts of a musical performance.








II.
 
derivatives





dynamicist

 
/-ˈnaməsist /






noun





dynamics
 (
sense

 1)





















dynamic viscosity






noun




a quantity measuring the force needed to overcome internal friction in a fluid.













dynamism

 
/ˈdīnəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being characterized by vigorous activity and progress




•
 
the dynamism and strength of the economy.










2.
 
the quality of being dynamic and positive in attitude




•
 
he was known for his dynamism and strong views.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 
‹historical›

 the theory that phenomena of matter or mind are due to the action of forces rather than to motion or matter.








II.
 
derivatives





dynamist






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dunamis

 ‘power’ + -ism
 .





dynamite

 
/ˈdīnəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high explosive consisting of nitroglycerine mixed with an absorbent material and typically molded into sticks.




2.
 
something that has the potential to generate extreme reactions or to have devastating repercussions




•
 
that policy is political dynamite.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an extremely impressive or exciting person or thing




•
 
both her albums are dynamite




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a chick with a dynamite figure.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a narcotic, especially heroin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
blow up (something) with dynamite.








III.
 
derivatives





dynamiter






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dunamis

 ‘power’ + -ite
 1
 .





dynamo

 
/ˈdīnəˌmō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine for converting mechanical energy into electrical energy; a generator.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an extremely energetic person




•
 
she was a dynamo in London politics.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
dynamo-electric machine

 , from Greek 
dunamis

 ‘power.’






dynamometer

 
/ˌdīnəˈmämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument that measures the power output of an engine.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
dynamomètre

 , from Greek 
dunamis

 ‘power’ + French 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’






dynast

 
/ˈdīnast ˈdīnəst/





I.
 
noun




a member of a powerful family, especially a hereditary ruler.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
dunastēs

 , from 
dunasthai

 ‘be able.’





dynastic

 
/dīˈnastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to a line of hereditary rulers of a country




•
 
the last dynastic rulers of Rome




•
 
dynastic monarchies.










2.
 
relating to a succession of people from the same family who play a prominent role in business, politics, or another field




•
 
the plot concerns the dynastic struggles of two brothers.














II.
 
derivatives





dynastically

 
/dīˈnastiklē /






adverb





















dynasty

 
/ˈdīnəstē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line of hereditary rulers of a country




•
 
the Tang dynasty.










2.
 
a succession of people from the same family who play a prominent role in business, politics, or another field




•
 
the Ford dynasty.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
dynastie

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
dunasteia

 ‘lordship, power,’ from 
dunastēs

 (see dynast
 ).





dyne

 
/dīn/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of force that, acting on a mass of one gram, increases its velocity by one centimeter per second every second along the direction that it acts.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
dunamis

 ‘force, power.’





dyno

 
/ˈdīnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for dynamometer
 .




2.
 


[Climbing]

 a rapid move across a rock face in order to reach a hold.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — measure (the output of an engine) with a dynamometer.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in mountaineering) climb using dynos.














dys-





I.
 
combining form




bad; difficult (used especially in medical terms)




•
 
dyspepsia




•
 
dysphasia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
dus-

 ; related to German 
zer-

 , also to Old English 
to-

 .





dysarthria

 
/disˈärTHrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 difficult or unclear articulation of speech that is otherwise linguistically normal.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dys-
 ‘difficult’ + Greek 
arthron

 ‘joint or articulation.’





dyscalculia

 
/ˌdiskalˈkyo͞olēə/






noun






[Psychiatry]

 severe difficulty in making arithmetical calculations, as a result of brain disorder.













dyscrasia

 
/dəˈskrāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal or disordered state of the body or of a bodily part.








II.
 
derivatives





dyscrasic

 
/-ˈkrazik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an imbalance of physical qualities): via late Latin from Greek 
duskrasia

 ‘bad combination,’ from 
dus-

 ‘bad’ + 
krasis

 ‘mixture.’





dysentery

 
/ˈdis(ə)nˌterē/





I.
 
noun




infection of the intestines resulting in severe diarrhea with the presence of blood and mucus in the feces.

[
bacterial dysentery

 is caused by bacteria of the genus 
Shigella

 and can also spread by contact (see amoebic dysentery
 , shigella
 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





dysenteric

 
/ˌdisnˈterik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
dissenterie

 , or via Latin from Greek 
dusenteria

 , from 
dusenteros

 ‘afflicted in the bowels,’ from 
dus-

 ‘bad’ + 
entera

 ‘bowels.’





dysfunction

 
/ˌdisˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
abnormality or impairment in the function of a specified bodily organ or system




•
 
bowel dysfunction.










2.
 
deviation from the norms of social behavior in a way regarded as bad




•
 
inner-city dysfunction.



















dysfunctional

 
/ˌdisˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)nl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not operating normally or properly




•
 
the telephones are dysfunctional.










2.
 
deviating from the norms of social behavior in a way regarded as bad




•
 
an emotionally dysfunctional businessman




•
 
dysfunctional families.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dysfunctionality






noun













2.
 
dysfunctionally






adverb





















dysgenic

 
/disˈjenik/






adjective




exerting a detrimental effect on later generations through the inheritance of undesirable characteristics




•
 
dysgenic breeding.



















dysgraphia

 
/disˈɡrafēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inability to write coherently, as a symptom of brain disease or damage.








II.
 
derivatives





dysgraphic

 
/-ˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from dys-
 ‘difficult’ + Greek 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





dyskinesia

 
/ˌdiskiˈnēZH(ē)ə disˌkīˈnēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormality or impairment of voluntary movement.








II.
 
derivatives





dyskinetic

 
/-ˈnetik /






adjective





















dyslalia

 
/disˈlālēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inability to articulate comprehensible speech, especially when associated with the use of private words or sounds.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dys-
 ‘difficult’ + Greek 
lalia

 ‘speech.’






dyslexia

 
/dəsˈleksēə/





I.
 
noun




a general term for disorders that involve difficulty in learning to read or interpret words, letters, and other symbols, but that do not affect general intelligence.








II.
 
derivatives





dyslectic

 
/-ˈlektik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from dys-
 ‘difficult’ + Greek 
lexis

 ‘speech’ (apparently by confusion of Greek 
legein

 ‘to speak’ and Latin 
legere

 ‘to read’).





dyslexic

 
/dəsˈleksik /

 
dyslectic





I.
 
adjective




relating to or affected by dyslexia




•
 
dyslexic children perform well in oral tests.














II.
 
noun




a person who has dyslexia




•
 
dyslexics can have difficulty writing by hand.



















dysmenorrhea

 
/ˌdismenəˈrēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 dysmenorrhoea






noun






[Medicine]

 painful menstruation, typically involving abdominal cramps.













dysmorphia

 
/disˈmôrfēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 deformity or abnormality in the shape or size of a specified part of the body




•
 
muscle dysmorphia.














II.
 
derivatives





dysmorphic






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
dusmorphia

 ‘misshapenness, ugliness,’ from 
dus-

 
dys-

 + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





dyspareunia

 
/ˌdispəˈro͞onēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 difficult or painful sexual intercourse.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from dys-
 ‘difficult’ + Greek 
pareunos

 ‘lying with.’





dyspepsia

 
/disˈpepsēə disˈpepSHə/





I.
 
noun




indigestion.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
duspepsia

 , from 
duspeptos

 ‘difficult to digest.’





dyspeptic

 
/disˈpeptik/





I.
 
adjective




of or having indigestion or consequent irritability or depression.








II.
 
noun




a person who suffers from indigestion or irritability.













dysphagia

 
/ˌdisˈfāj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 difficulty or discomfort in swallowing, as a symptom of disease




•
 
progressive dysphagia.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from dys-
 + Greek 
phagia

 ‘eating’ (from 
phagein

 ‘eat’).





dysphasia

 
/ˌdisˈfāZH(ē)ə disˈfāzēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 language disorder marked by deficiency in the generation of speech, and sometimes also in its comprehension, due to brain disease or damage.








II.
 
derivatives





dysphasic

 
/-ˈfāzik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
dusphatos

 ‘hard to utter,’ from 
dus-

 ‘difficult’ + 
phatos

 ‘spoken.’






dysphemism

 
/ˈdisfəˌmizəm/






noun




a derogatory or unpleasant term used instead of a pleasant or neutral one, such as “loony bin” for “mental hospital.”

The opposite of euphemism
 .













dysphonia

 
/disˈfōnēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 difficulty in speaking due to a physical disorder of the mouth, tongue, throat, or vocal cords.













dysphoria

 
/disˈfôrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 a state of unease or generalized dissatisfaction with life.

The opposite of euphoria
 .








II.
 
derivatives





dysphoric

 
/-ˈfôrik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dusphoria

 , from 
dusphoros

 ‘hard to bear.’





dysplasia

 
/disˈplāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the enlargement of an organ or tissue by the proliferation of cells of an abnormal type, as a developmental disorder or an early stage in the development of cancer.











– origin

 1930s: from dys-
 ‘bad’ + Greek 
plasis

 ‘formation.’





dysplastic

 
/disˈplastik/






adjective



1.
 
exhibiting dysplasia.




2.
 
(of dogs) having malformed joints resulting from a genetic condition.




3.
 
(of moles) generally larger and with irregular and indistinct borders; often symptomatic of melanoma.













dyspnea

 
/dispˈnēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 dyspnoea





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 difficult or labored breathing.








II.
 
derivatives





dyspneic

 
/dispˈnēik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
duspnoia

 , from 
dus-

 ‘difficult’ + 
pnoē

 ‘breathing.’





dyspraxia

 
/disˈpraksēə/





I.
 
noun




another term for apraxia
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
dus-

 ‘bad or difficult’ + 
praxis

 ‘action.’





dysprosium

 
/disˈprōzēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Dy

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 66, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
dusprositos

 ‘hard to get at’ + -ium
 .





dysregulation

 
/ˌdisreɡ(y)əˈlāSHən/






noun




abnormality or impairment in the regulation of a metabolic, physiological, or psychological process




•
 
family dysfunction may contribute to emotional dysregulation




•
 
the phenomenon of narcolepsy can be understood in terms of a dysregulation of rapid eye movement sleep.



















dysrhythmia

 
/disˈriT͟Hmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormality in a physiological rhythm, especially in the activity of the brain or heart.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
dysrhythmic

 
/-mik /






adjective













2.
 
dysrhythmical

 
/-mikəl /






adjective





















dysthymia

 
/disˈTHīmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 persistent mild depression.








II.
 
derivatives





dysthymic

 
/-ˈTHīmik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
dusthumia

 .





dystocia

 
/dəˈstōSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Veterinary Medicine]

 difficult birth, typically caused by a large or awkwardly positioned fetus, by smallness of the maternal pelvis, or by failure of the uterus and cervix to contract and expand normally.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
dustokia

 , from 
dus-

 ‘difficult’ + 
tokos

 ‘childbirth.’





dystonia

 
/dəˈstōnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a state of abnormal muscle tone resulting in muscular spasm and abnormal posture, typically due to neurological disease or a side effect of drug therapy.








II.
 
derivatives





dystonic

 
/disˈtänik /






adjective






















dystopia

 
/disˈtōpēə/





I.
 
noun




an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad, typically a totalitarian or environmentally degraded one.

Compare with utopia
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from dys-
 ‘bad’ + utopia
 .





dystopian

 
/disˈtōpēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad, typically a totalitarian or environmentally degraded one




•
 
the dystopian future of a society bereft of reason




•
 
the utopian dream that became a dystopian nightmare.














II.
 
noun




a person who advocates or describes an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad




•
 
a lot of things those dystopians feared did not come true.




















dystrophic

 
/disˈträfik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 affected by or relating to dystrophy, especially muscular dystrophy.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 (of a lake) having brown acidic water that is low in oxygen and supports little life, owing to high levels of dissolved humus.

Compare with eutrophic
 and oligotrophic
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
dus-

 ‘bad’ + 
-trophia

 ‘nourishment’ + -ic
 .





dystrophin

 
/disˈtrōfin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein found in skeletal muscle, which is absent in sufferers from muscular dystrophy.













dystrophy

 
/ˈdistrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Veterinary Medicine]

 a disorder in which an organ or tissue of the body wastes away.

See also muscular dystrophy
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 impaired nourishment of a bodily part.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
dystrophia

 , from Greek 
dus-

 ‘bad’ + 
-trophia

 ‘nourishment.’





dysuria

 
/dəˈSHo͝orēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 painful or difficult urination.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
dusouria

 , from 
dus-

 ‘difficult’ + 
ouron

 ‘urine.’





DZ






abbreviation




drop zone




•
 
used parachutes were scattered across the DZ.



















dz.






abbreviation




dozen.














Dzaudzhikau

 
/ˌdzouˌjēˈkou/






former name (1944–54) of Vladikavkaz
 .










Dzerzhinsk

 
/dzirˈZHēnsk/






a city in western central Russia, west of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 247,500 (est. 2008).

Former names Chernorechye
 (until 1919) and Rastyapino
 (1919–29).









dzo

 
/ZHō/





I.
 
noun




a hybrid of a cow and a yak.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Tibetan 
ṃdso

 .





Dzongkha

 
/ˈzôNGkə/






noun




the official language of Bhutan, closely related to Tibetan.













e

 
/ē/






symbol



1.
 
(also 
e−


 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 an electron.




2.
 
(
e

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 the transcendental number that is the base of Napierian or natural logarithms, approximately equal to 2.71828.













E1


 
/ē /

 
e






noun



1.
 
the fifth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the fifth in a set of items, categories, sizes, etc.




3.
 
(
e

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the fifth file from the left, as viewed from White's side of the board.




4.
 
denoting the lowest-earning socioeconomic category for marketing purposes.




5.
 
(
E

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital E


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an 
E-shaped

 stately home.










6.
 
(usu. 
E

 )
 — 

[Music]

 the third note of the diatonic scale of C major.




7.
 
a key based on a scale with E as its keynote.













E2


 
/ē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Earth.




2.
 
East or Eastern




•
 
139° E.










3.
 
Easter.




4.
 


‹informal›

 the drug Ecstasy or a tablet of Ecstasy.




5.
 
engineer or engineering.




6.
 
English.




7.
 
(also 
e

 ) [in 
combination

 ]
 — electronic




•
 
E-commerce.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Physics]

 electric field strength.




2.
 


[Physics]

 electromotive force.




3.
 


[Physics]

 energy




•
 
E = mc2
 .



















E3


 
/ē/






symbol




(
€

 )
 — euro(s).













e-1


 
/i/






prefix




variant spelling of ex-
 1
 (as in 
elect

 , 
emit

 ).













e-2


 
/i/





I.
 
prefix




(also 
E-

 )
 — denoting something in electronic form, especially the use of electronic data transfer for information exchange and financial transactions via the Internet




•
 
e-business




•
 
e-cash




•
 
e-world




•
 
e-zine.

















– origin

 from electronic
 , on the pattern of email
 .





ea.






abbreviation




each (used especially when giving retail prices)




•
 
T-shirts for $9.95 ea.




















each

 
/ēCH/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun




used to refer to every one of two or more people or things, regarded and identified separately


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
each battery is in a separate compartment




•
 


each one

 of us was asked what went on




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
Doug had money from 
each of

 his five uncles




•
 
they each have their own personality.














II.
 
adverb




to, for, or by every one of a group (used after a noun or an amount)




•
 
they cost $35 each




•
 
Paul and Bill have a glass each.














III.
 
phrases





each and every






every single (used for emphasis)




•
 
taking each and every opportunity.





















– origin

 Old English 
ǣlc

 ; related to Dutch 
elk

 and German 
jeglich

 , based on a West Germanic phrase meaning ‘ever alike’ (see aye
 2
 , alike
 ).





each other

 
/ēCH ˈəT͟Hər/






pronoun




used to refer to each member of a group when each does something to or for other members




•
 
they communicate with each other in French.



















Eagan

 
/ˈēɡən/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, just south of St. Paul; pop. 63,985 (est. 2008).









eager

 
/ˈēɡər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) wanting to do or have something very much




•
 
the man was eager to please




•
 
young intellectuals 
eager for

 knowledge.










2.
 
(of a person's expression or tone of voice) characterized by keen expectancy or interest




•
 
small eager faces looked up and listened.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘sharp to the senses, pungent, sour’): from Old French 
aigre

 ‘keen,’ from Latin 
acer

 , 
acr-

 ‘sharp, pungent.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at anxious
 .





eager beaver

 
/ˈˌēɡər ˈbēvər/






noun






‹informal›

 a keen and enthusiastic person who works very hard.













eagerly

 
/ˈēɡərlē/






adverb



1.
 
used to emphasize a strong desire to do or have something




•
 
original illustrations are eagerly sought by collectors.










2.
 
in a keenly expectant or interested manner




•
 
fans of the show are eagerly awaiting the new season.



















eagerness

 
/ˈēɡərnəs/






noun




enthusiasm to do or to have something; keenness




•
 
the player showed eagerness to play.



















eagle

 
/ˈēɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large bird of prey with a massive hooked bill and long broad wings, renowned for its keen sight and powerful soaring flight.

[Family 
Accipitridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Aquila

 .]




2.
 
a figure of an eagle, especially as a symbol of the US, or formerly as a Roman or French ensign.




3.
 


[Golf]

 a score of two strokes under par at a hole.

[suggested by birdie
 .]




4.
 


(US)

 in the US, a former gold coin worth ten dollars.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Golf]

 play (a hole) in two strokes under par




•
 
he eagled the last to share fourth place.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aigle

 , from Latin 
aquila

 .





eagle eye

 
/ˈˌēɡəl ˈī/






noun




a keen or close watch




•
 
she was 
keeping an eagle eye on

 Laura.



















eagle-eyed

 
/ˌēɡəlˈīd/






adjective




quick to notice things; observant




•
 
an eagle-eyed reader spotted the error in last week's column.



















eagle owl

 
/ˈēɡəl oul/






noun




a very large Old World owl with ear tufts and a deep hoot.

[Genus 
Bubo

 , family 
Strigidae

 : several species, in particular the Eurasian 
B. bubo

 .]













Eagle Pass






a city in southwestern Texas, on the Rio Grande; pop. 26,668 (est. 2008).









eagle ray

 
/ˈēɡəl rā/






noun




a large marine ray with long pointed pectoral fins, a long tail, and a distinct head.

[Family 
Myliobatidae

 : genera 
Myliobatis

 and 
Aetobatus

 , and several species.]













eaglet

 
/ˈēɡlət/






noun




a young eagle.













eagre

 
/ˈēɡər/





I.
 
noun




dialect term for bore
 3
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Eakins, Thomas

 
/ˈākinz/






(1844–1916), US painter and photographer. He is known for his portraits and genre pictures of life in Philadelphia. 
The Gross Clinic

 (1875) aroused controversy because of its explicit depiction of surgery.










-ean





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives and nouns such as 
Antipodean

 , 
Joycean

 , and 
Pythagorean

 .

Compare with -an
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
-aeus

 , 
-eus

 or Greek 
-aios

 , 
-eios

 , + -an
 .





ear1


 
/ir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the organ of hearing and balance in humans and other vertebrates, especially the external part of this.




2.
 
an organ sensitive to sound in other animals.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an ability to recognize, appreciate, and reproduce sounds, especially music or language




•
 


an ear for

 melody.










4.
 
used to refer to a person's willingness to listen and pay attention to something




•
 
she offers a sympathetic ear to worried pet owners.










5.
 
an ear-shaped thing, especially the handle of a jug.





The ear of a mammal is composed of three parts. The outer or external ear consists of a fleshy external flap and a tube leading to the eardrum or tympanum. The middle ear is an air-filled cavity connected to the throat, containing three small linked bones that transmit vibrations from the eardrum to the inner ear. The inner ear is a complex fluid-filled labyrinth including the spiral cochlea (where vibrations are converted to nerve impulses) and the three semicircular canals (forming the organ of balance). The ears of other vertebrates are broadly similar.




II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be all ears








‹informal›

 be listening eagerly and attentively.









2.
 
bring something (down) about one's ears






bring something, especially misfortune, on oneself




•
 
she brought her world crashing about her ears.















3.
 
one's ears are burning






one is subconsciously aware of being talked about or criticized.









4.
 
grin (or smile) from ear to ear






smile broadly.









5.
 
have something coming out of one's ears








‹informal›

 have a substantial or excessive amount of something




•
 
that man's got money coming out of his ears.















6.
 
have someone's ear






have access to and influence with someone




•
 
he claimed to have the prime minister's ear.















7.
 
have (or keep) an ear to the ground






be well informed about events and trends.









8.
 
in one ear and out the other






heard but disregarded or quickly forgotten




•
 
whatever he tells me seems to go in one ear and out the other.















9.
 
listen with half an ear






not give one's full attention.









10.
 
be out on one's ear








‹informal›

 be dismissed or ejected ignominiously.









11.
 
up to one's ears in








‹informal›

 very busy with or deeply involved in




•
 
I'm up to my ears in work here.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eared

 
/ird /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
long-eared



















2.
 
earless

 
/ˈirləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ēare

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
oor

 and German 
Ohr

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
auris

 and Greek 
ous

 .






ear2


 
/ir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the seed-bearing head or spike of a cereal plant.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a head of corn.











– origin

 Old English 
ēar

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aar

 and German 
Ähre

 .





earache

 
/ˈirˌāk/






noun




pain inside the ear.

Also called otalgia
 .













earbud

 
/ˈirbəd/






noun




a very small headphone, worn inside the ear.













ear candle






noun




a hollow cone-shaped tube of wax-coated paper or other material, made for use in ear candling.













ear candling

 
/ˈir ˌkand(ə)liNG /

 
ear coning






noun




a form of alternative therapy in which the tapered end of an ear candle is placed in a person's ear while the other end of the candle is lit, in the belief that earwax and other impurities are drawn out of the ear canal by a partial vacuum created by the candle flame.




•
 
the Spa menu includes colonics, ear candling, and body brushing performed with an oak-leaf broom.



















ear candy






noun




light popular music that is pleasant and entertaining but intellectually unchallenging




•
 
the album is mostly ear candy—upbeat melodies and catchy choruses that you can't get out of your head.



















ear drops

 
/ˈi(ə)r ˌdräps/






plural noun



1.
 
liquid medication to be applied in small amounts to the ear.




2.
 
(
eardrops

 )
 — hanging earrings.













eardrum

 
/ˈirˌdrəm/






noun




a membrane of the middle ear that vibrates in response to sound waves; the tympanic membrane.













earflap

 
/ˈirflap/






noun




a flap of material on a hat or cap, covering the ear.













earful

 
/ˈirˌfo͝ol/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a loud blast of a noise




•
 
an earful of static.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a prolonged amount of talking, typically an angry reprimand




•
 
he 
gave

 his players 
an earful

 at halftime.



















Earhart, Amelia

 
/ˈe(ə)rˌhärt/






(1897–1937?), US aviator; full name 
Amelia Mary Earhart

 . In 1932, she became the first woman to fly an airplane across the Atlantic Ocean by herself. In 1937, her plane disappeared somewhere over the Pacific Ocean during an around-the-world flight.









earhole

 
/ˈirˌhōl/






noun



1.
 
the external opening of the ear




•
 
seals can close their earholes under water.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's ear.














earl

 
/ˈər(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a British nobleman ranking above a viscount and below a marquess.











– origin

 Old English 
eorl

 , of Germanic origin. The word 
earl

 originally denoted a man of noble rank, as opposed to a churl; also the word denoted specifically a hereditary nobleman directly above the rank of thane. It was later an equivalent of jarl
 and, under Canute and his successors, applied to the governor of divisions of England such as Wessex and Mercia. In the late Old English period, as the Saxon court came increasingly under Norman influence, the word was applied to any nobleman bearing the continental title of count (see count
 2
 ).





earldom

 
/ˈərldəm/






noun



1.
 
the rank or title of an earl.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the territory governed by an earl.













earless lizard

 
/ˌirləs ˈlizərd/






noun




a small, long-legged burrowing lizard without visible external ear openings, native to North America.

[
Holbrookia texana

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]













Earl Grey





I.
 
noun




a kind of China tea flavored with bergamot.











– origin

 probably named after the 2nd 
Earl Grey

 (1764–1845).






earlobe

 
/ˈirlōb/






noun




the soft, fleshy lower part of the external ear.













earlock

 
/ˈirläk/






noun




a lock of hair over or above the ear.













earl palatine






noun






‹historical›

 an earl having royal authority within his country or domain.













early

 
/ˈərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening or done before the usual or expected time




•
 
we ate an early lunch.










2.
 
(of a plant or crop) flowering or ripening before other varieties




•
 
early potatoes.










3.
 
happening, belonging to, or done near the beginning of a particular time or period




•
 
an early goal secured victory.










4.
 
done or occurring near the beginning of the day




•
 
we agreed to meet at 6 a.m. to get an early start.










5.
 
denoting or belonging to the beginning or opening stages of a historical period, cultural movement, or sphere of activity




•
 
early Impressionism.










6.
 
occurring at the beginning of a sequence




•
 
the earlier chapters of the book.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
before the usual or expected time




•
 
I was planning to finish work early today.










2.
 
near the beginning of a particular time or period




•
 
we lost a couple of games early in the season.










3.
 
near the beginning of the day




•
 
I wrote this piece early one morning.










4.
 
(
earlier

 )
 — before the present time or before the time one is referring to




•
 
you met my husband earlier.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the earliest






not before the time or date specified




•
 
the table won't be delivered until next week at the earliest.















2.
 
early bird








‹humorous›

 a person who rises, arrives, or acts before the usual or expected time.









3.
 
an early grave






a premature or untimely death




•
 
he worked himself into an early grave.















4.
 
the early hours






the time after midnight and before dawn.









5.
 
an early night






an occasion when someone goes to bed before the usual time.









6.
 
early (or earlier) on






at an early (or earlier) stage in a particular time or period




•
 
they discovered early on that the published data were wrong.


















IV.
 
derivatives





earliness

 
/ˈərlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (as an adverb) 
ǣrlīce

 (see ere
 , -ly
 2
 ), influenced by Old Norse 
árliga

 . The adjective use dates from Middle English.





Early, Jubal

 
/ˈərlē/






(1816–94), Confederate army officer; full name 
Jubal Anderson Early

 . He nearly reached Washington, DC, in an 1864 raid, but was defeated several months later by Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley and was relieved of his command.









early adopter






noun




a person who starts using a product or technology as soon as it becomes available.













Early English






adjective




denoting the earliest stage of English Gothic church architecture, typical of the late 12th and 13th centuries and marked by the use of pointed arches and simple lancet windows without tracery.













early immersion






noun




(in Canada) a method of teaching a foreign language in schools, in which students begin instruction at a young age and are taught primarily in that language




•
 
research shows that early immersion is the best way to become fluent in French




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
early immersion students tend to develop higher levels of second language proficiency.



















early music






noun




medieval, Renaissance, and early baroque music, especially as revived and played on period instruments.













early retirement






noun




the practice of leaving employment before the statutory age, especially on favorable financial terms.













early warning system






noun



1.
 
a network of radar stations established at the boundary of a defended region to provide advanced warning of an aircraft or missile attack.




2.
 
a condition, system, or series of procedures indicating a potential development or impending problem.













earmark

 
/ˈirˌmärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a characteristic or identifying feature




•
 
this car has all the earmarks of a classic.










2.
 


(US)

 a congressional directive that funds should be spent on a specific project.




3.
 
a mark on the ear of a domesticated animal indicating ownership or identity.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
designate (something, typically funds or resources) for a particular purpose




•
 
the new money will be 
earmarked for

 cancer research.










2.
 
mark the ear of (an animal) as a sign of ownership or identity.













earmuffs

 
/ˈirˌməfs/






plural noun




a pair of soft fabric coverings, connected by a band across the top of the head, that are worn over the ears to protect them from cold or noise.













earn

 
/ərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) obtain (money) in return for labor or services




•
 
they earn $35 per hour




•
 
he now 
earns his living

 as a truck driver.










2.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — (of an activity or action) cause (someone) to obtain (money)




•
 
this latest win earned them $50,000 in prize money.










3.
 
(of capital invested) gain (money) as interest or profit.




4.
 
gain or incur deservedly in return for one's behavior or achievements




•
 
through the years she has earned affection and esteem.














II.
 
phrases





earn one's keep





a.
 
work in return for food and accommodations.




b.
 
be worth the time, money, or effort spent on one.












III.
 
phrasal verbs





earn out (or earn something out)






(of an author, book, recording artist, etc.) generate sufficient income through sales to equal the amount paid in an advance or royalty




•
 
my experience is that most authors don't earn out




•
 
don't confuse earning out the advance with being profitable.





















– origin

 Old English 
earnian

 , from a base shared by Old English 
esne

 ‘laborer.’





earned income






noun




money derived from paid work.

Often contrasted with unearned income
 .













earned run






noun






[Baseball]

 a run scored without the aid of errors by the team in the field (i.e., by hits, walks, and outs that advance base runners).













earned run average






noun






[Baseball]

 a statistic used to measure a pitcher's effectiveness, obtained by calculating the average number of earned runs scored against the pitcher in every nine innings pitched.













earner

 
/ˈərnər/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person who obtains money in return for labor or services




•
 
higher rates of income tax for high earners




•
 
a wage earner.










2.
 
an activity or product that brings in income of a specified kind or level




•
 
tobacco is a major foreign currency earner.




















earnest1


 
/ˈərnəst/





I.
 
adjective




resulting from or showing sincere and intense conviction




•
 
an earnest student




•
 
two girls were in earnest conversation.














II.
 
phrases





in earnest





a.
 
occurring to a greater extent or more intensely than before




•
 
after Labor Day the campaign begins in earnest.










b.
 
(of a person) sincere and serious in behavior or convictions.












III.
 
derivatives





earnestly

 
/ˈərnəs(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
eornoste

 (adjective), 
eornost

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Ernst

 (noun).





earnest2


 
/ˈərnəst/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a thing intended or regarded as a sign or promise of what is to come




•
 
the presence of the troops is an earnest of the world's desire not to see the conflict repeated elsewhere.

















– origin

 Middle English 
ernes

 , literally ‘installment paid to confirm a contract,’ based on Old French 
erres

 , from Latin 
arra

 , shortened form of 
arrabo

 ‘a pledge.’ The spelling was influenced by words ending in -ness
 ; the final 
-t

 is probably by association with earnest
 1
 .





earnest money






noun






(chiefly US)

 money paid to confirm a contract.













earnestness

 
/ˈərnəs(t)nəs/






noun




sincere and intense conviction




•
 
he tells his story with intense earnestness




•
 
the deadly earnestness of the conversation.



















Earnhardt, Dale

 
/ˈərnˌhärt/






(1951–2001), US stock car driver; full name 
Ralph Dale Earnhardt

 . He raced professionally and set many records from 1979 until an accident during the Daytona 500 took his life in February 2001.









earnings

 
/ˈərniNGz/






plural noun



1.
 
money obtained in return for labor or services.




2.
 
income derived from an investment or product




•
 
savers who are attracted by the tax-free earnings.



















earn-out






noun




a provision written into some financial transactions whereby the seller of a business will receive additional payments based on the future performance of the business sold.













Earp, Wyatt

 
/ərp/






(1848–1929), US marshal and frontiersman; full name 
Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp

 . He is best known for the gunfight at the OK Corral (1881), in which he, his brothers, and his friend Doc Holliday fought the Clanton brothers at Tombstone, Arizona.









earphone

 
/ˈirfōn/






noun

 — (usu. 
earphones

 )


1.
 
an electrical device worn on the ear to receive radio or telephone communications or to listen to a radio, MP3 player, etc., without other people hearing.













earpiece

 
/ˈirˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
the part of a telephone, radio receiver, or other aural device that is applied to the ear during use.




2.
 
the part of a pair of glasses that fits around the ear.













ear-piercing

 
/ˈi(ə)r ˌpi(ə)rsiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
loud and shrill




•
 
the alarm emits an ear-piercing screech.














II.
 
noun




the practice of making holes in the lobes or edges of the ears to allow the wearing of earrings.













earplug

 
/ˈirˌpləɡ/






noun

 — (usu. 
earplugs

 )


1.
 
a piece of wax, rubber, or cotton placed in the ear as protection against noise or water.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an ornament worn in the lobe of the ear.













earring

 
/ˈirˌ(r)iNG/






noun




a piece of jewelry worn on the lobe or edge of the ear.














ear shell

 
/ˈir ˌSHel/






noun




another term for abalone
 .













earshot

 
/ˈirˌSHät/






noun




the range or distance over which one can hear or be heard




•
 
she waited until he was 
out of earshot

 before continuing.



















ear-splitting

 
/ˈi(ə)r ˌsplidiNG/






adjective




extremely loud




•
 
an ear-splitting crack of thunder.



















earth

 
/ərTH/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
(also 
Earth

 )
 — the planet on which we live; the world




•
 
the diversity of life 
on earth

 .










b.
 
the surface of the world as distinct from the sky or the sea




•
 
it plummeted back to earth at 60 mph.










c.
 
the present abode of humankind, as distinct from heaven or hell.





The earth is the third planet from the sun in the solar system, orbiting between Venus and Mars at an average distance of 90 million miles (149.6 million km) from the sun, and has one natural satellite, the moon. It has an equatorial diameter of 7,654 miles (12,756 km), an average density 5.5 times that of water, and is believed to have formed about 4,600 million years ago. The earth, which is three-quarters covered by oceans and has a dense atmosphere of nitrogen and oxygen, is the only planet known to support life.




2.
 
the substance of the land surface; soil




•
 
a layer of earth.










3.
 
one of the four elements in ancient and medieval philosophy and in astrology (considered essential to certain signs of the zodiac).




4.
 
a stable, dense, nonvolatile inorganic substance found in the ground.




5.
 


‹literary›

 the substance of the human body.




6.
 
the underground lair or habitation of a badger or fox.




7.
 


[Electrical]

 British term for ground
 1
 (
sense

 7 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
earth something up

 )
 — cover the root and lower stem of a plant with heaped-up earth.




2.
 


[Hunting]

 drive (a fox) to its underground lair.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fox) run to its underground lair.




4.
 


[Electrical]

 British term for ground
 1
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 verb).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come (or bring) back (down) to earth






return or cause to return to reality after a period of daydreaming or excitement.









2.
 
the earth moved (or did the earth move for you?)








‹humorous›

 one had (or did you have?) an orgasm.









3.
 
go to earth





a.
 
(of a hunted animal) hide in an underground burrow.




b.
 
go into hiding




•
 
he'd gone to earth after that meeting.















4.
 
like nothing on earth








‹informal›

 very strange




•
 
they looked like nothing on earth.















5.
 
on earth






used for emphasis




•
 
who on earth would venture out in weather like this?





















– origin

 Old English 
eorthe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aarde

 and German 
Erde

 .






earth almond






noun




another term for chufa
 .













earthbound

 
/ˈərTHˌbound/






adjective



1.
 
attached or restricted to the earth




•
 
a flightless earthbound bird.










2.
 
attached or limited to material existence as distinct from a spiritual or heavenly one




•
 
her earthbound view of the sacrament.










3.
 
lacking in imaginative reach or drive




•
 
an earthbound performance.










4.
 
(also 
earth-bound

 )
 — moving toward the earth




•
 
an earthbound spaceship.



















earth closet

 
/ˈərTH ˌkläzət/






noun






(Brit.)

 a basic type of toilet with dry earth used to cover excrement.













earthen

 
/ˈərTHən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a floor or structure) made of compressed earth




•
 
the hillside adjacent to the earthen dam.










2.
 
(of a pot) made of baked or fired clay.




3.
 


‹literary›

 of, relating to, or characteristic of the earth or material existence.













earthenware

 
/ˈərTHənˌwer/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
pottery made of clay fired to a porous state that can be made impervious to liquids by the use of a glaze




•
 
an earthenware jug.



















earthling

 
/ˈərTHliNG/






noun




an inhabitant of the earth (used especially in science fiction by members of alien species).













earth loop






noun






[Electrical]

 British term for ground loop
 .













earthly

 
/ˈərTHlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the earth or human life on the earth




•
 
water is liquid at normal earthly temperatures.










2.
 
of or relating to humankind's material existence as distinct from a spiritual or heavenly one




•
 
all earthly happiness is but vanity.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used for emphasis




•
 
there was 
no earthly reason

 why she should not come too.














II.
 
derivatives





earthliness

 
/ˈərTHlēnəs /






noun





















earth mother

 
/ˈərTH ˈˌməT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
(in mythology and primitive religion) a goddess symbolizing fertility and the source of life.




2.
 
a sensual and maternal woman.













earthmover

 
/ˈərTHˌmo͞ovər/





I.
 
noun




a vehicle or machine designed to excavate large quantities of soil.








II.
 
derivatives





earthmoving






noun, adjective





















earthnut

 
/ˈərTHˌnət/






noun



1.
 
a Eurasian plant of the parsley family, which has an edible roundish tuber and is typically found in woodland and acid pasture.

Also called pignut
 . [
Conopodium majus

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]




2.
 
the almond-flavored tuber of the earthnut plant.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for peanut
 .













earthquake

 
/ˈərTHˌkwāk/






noun



1.
 
a sudden and violent shaking of the ground, sometimes causing great destruction, as a result of movements within the earth's crust or volcanic action.




2.
 
a great upheaval




•
 
a political earthquake.











Major earthquakes are confined to particular active regions of the earth's crust corresponding to the edges of the crustal plates, and most earthquakes are due to the release of strain energy associated with the relative motions of the plates. The intensity of earthquakes is expressed by the Richter scale, destructive earthquakes generally measuring between about 7 and 9.









earth science

 
/ərTH ˈsīəns/






noun



1.
 
the branch of science dealing with the physical constitution of the earth and its atmosphere.




2.
 
(
earth sciences

 )
 — the various branches of earth science, e.g., geology, oceanography, or meteorology.













earthshaking

 
/ˈərTHˌSHākiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of music or sound) loud and throbbing




•
 
earthshaking hard-core metal.










2.
 
another term for earth-shattering
 :




•
 
this is not of earthshaking importance.




















earth-shattering

 
/ˈərTH ˌSHadəriNG/





I.
 
adjective




(in hyperbolic use) very important, momentous, or traumatic




•
 
tell me this earth-shattering news of yours.














II.
 
derivatives





earth-shatteringly






adverb





















earthshine

 
/ˈərTHˌSHīn /

 
earthlight






noun






[Astronomy]

 the glow caused by sunlight reflected off the earth, especially on the darker portion of a crescent moon.













earthstar

 
/ˈərTHstär/






noun




a brownish woodland fungus with a spherical spore-containing fruiting body surrounded by a fleshy star-shaped structure, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[Family 
Geastraceae

 , class 
Gasteromycetes

 : 
Geastrum

 and other genera.]













earth station






noun




a radio station located on the earth and used for relaying signals from satellites.













earth tone






noun




a rich warm color with a brownish hue.













earthward

 
/ˈərTHwərd /

 
earthwards






adverb, adjective




toward the earth


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
we can watch the parachute as it drifts earthward




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the bird's earthward plummet.



















earthwork

 
/ˈərTHˌwərk/






noun




a large artificial bank of soil, especially one made as a defense.














earthworm

 
/ˈərTHˌwərm/






noun




a burrowing annelid worm that lives in the soil. Earthworms play an important role in aerating and draining the soil and in burying organic matter.

[Family 
Lumbricidae

 , class 
Oligochaeta

 : 
Lumbricus

 , 
Allolobophora

 , and other genera.]













earthy

 
/ˈərTHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or suggestive of earth or soil




•
 
an earthy smell.










2.
 
(of a person) direct and uninhibited; hearty




•
 
the storefront is given over to a young, earthy crowd.










3.
 
(of humor) somewhat coarse or crude




•
 
their good-natured vulgarity and earthy humor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
earthily






adverb













2.
 
earthiness

 
/ˈərTHēnəs /






noun





















ear trumpet

 
/ˈi(ə)r ˌtrəmpət/






noun




a trumpet-shaped device formerly used as a hearing aid.













ear tuft






noun




each of a pair of tufts of longer feathers on the top of the head of some owls. They are unconnected with the true ears.














earwax

 
/ˈirˌwaks/






noun




the protective yellow waxy substance secreted in the passage of the outer ear.

Also called cerumen
 .













earwig

 
/ˈirˌwiɡ/





I.
 
noun




a small elongated insect with a pair of terminal appendages that resemble pincers. The females typically care for their eggs and young until they are grown.

[Order 
Dermaptera

 : several families.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 eavesdrop on a conversation




•
 
he looked behind him to see if anyone was earwigging.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 influence (someone) by secret means.











– origin

 Old English 
ēarwicga

 , from 
ēare

 ‘ear’ + 
wicga

 ‘earwig’ (probably related to 
wiggle

 ). The insect is so named because it was once thought to crawl into the human ear.





earwitness

 
/ˈirwitnəs/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a witness whose testimony is based on what they personally heard.













earworm

 
/ˈirˌwərm/






noun



1.
 
short for corn earworm
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a catchy song or tune that runs continually through a person's mind.














ease

 
/ēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
absence of difficulty or effort




•
 
he gave up tobacco and alcohol with ease




•
 
the guitar's versatility and ease of handling.










2.
 
absence of rigidity or discomfort; poise




•
 
I was always vexed by her self-contained ease.










3.
 
freedom from worries or problems, especially about one's material situation




•
 
a life of wealth and ease.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something unpleasant, painful, or intense) less serious or severe




•
 
a huge road-building program to ease congestion.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become less serious or severe




•
 
the pain doesn't usually 
ease off

 for several hours.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ease up

 )
 — relax one's efforts; do something with more moderation




•
 
I'd 
ease up on

 the hard stuff if I were you.










4.
 
(
ease something away/down/off

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 slacken a rope.




5.
 
(
ease something away/down/off

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 sail slowly or gently.




6.
 
make (something) happen more easily; facilitate




•
 
Tokyo's dominance of government was deemed to ease efficient contact-making.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Finance]

 (of share prices, interest rates, etc.) decrease in value or amount




•
 
these shares should be bought and tucked away for when interest rates ease




•
 (as 
noun

 
easing

 )
 
a slight easing of inflation.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move carefully, gradually, or gently




•
 
I eased down the slope with care




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the pilot eased the throttle back.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
ease someone out

 )
 — gradually exclude someone from a post or place, especially by devious or subtle maneuvers




•
 
after the scandal he was eased out of his job.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at (one's) ease





a.
 
free from worry, awkwardness, or problems; relaxed




•
 
she was never quite 
at ease with

 Phil.










b.
 
(
at ease

 )
 — 

[Military]

 in a relaxed attitude with the feet apart and the hands behind the back (often as a command)




•
 
all right, 
stand at ease!

















2.
 
ease someone's mind






alleviate someone's anxiety.












IV.
 
derivatives





easer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aise

 , based on Latin 
adjacens

 ‘lying close by,’ present participle of 
adjacere

 . The verb is originally from Old French 
aisier

 , from the phrase 
a aise

 ‘at ease’; in later use from the noun.





easeful

 
/ˈēzfəl/






adjective






‹literary›

 providing or offering comfort or peace




•
 
life was easeful at that time.



















easel

 
/ˈēzəl/





I.
 
noun




a self-supporting wooden frame for holding an artist's work while it is being painted or drawn.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
ezel

 ‘ass.’ The word “horse” is used in English in a similar way to denote a supporting frame.





easement

 
/ˈēzmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a right to cross or otherwise use someone else's land for a specified purpose.




2.
 


‹literary›

 the state or feeling of comfort or peace




•
 
time brings easement.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
aisement

 , from 
aisier

 (see ease
 ).





easily

 
/ˈēz(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
without difficulty or effort




•
 
he climbed the mountain easily




•
 
the area is easily accessible by road.










2.
 
in a relaxed manner




•
 
he shrugged easily.










3.
 
more quickly or frequently than is usual




•
 
they get bored easily.










4.
 
without doubt; by far




•
 
English is easily the reigning language in the financial world.










5.
 
very probably




•
 
events that could easily become stodgy and predictable.




















east

 
/ēst/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the east

 )


1.
 
the direction toward the point of the horizon where the sun rises at the equinoxes, on the right-hand side of a person facing north, or the point on the horizon itself




•
 
a gale was blowing from the east




•
 
the Atlantic Ocean is 
to the east of

 Florida.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to this.




3.
 
the eastern part of the world or of a specified country, region, or town




•
 
a factory in the east of the city.










4.
 
(usu. 
the East

 )
 — the regions or countries lying to the east of Europe, especially China, Japan, and India




•
 
the protection of trade routes to the East.










5.
 
(usu. 
the East

 )
 — the eastern part of the US from the Alleghenies on the west and north of the Mason–Dixon line




•
 
Pittsburgh beat up on the bottom three teams in the East.










6.
 
(usu. 
the East

 )
 — short for East Coast
 .




7.
 
(usu. 
the East

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the former communist states of eastern Europe.




8.
 
(
East

 ) [as 
name

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 the player sitting to the left of North and partnering West.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the east




•
 
the hospital's east wing.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the east.




3.
 
situated in the part of a church containing the altar or high altar, usually the actual east.




4.
 
(often 
East

 )
 — of or denoting the eastern part of a specified area, city, or country or its inhabitants




•
 
East Texas




•
 
East African.














III.
 
adverb




to or toward the east




•
 
traveling east, he met two men




•
 
the river rises 
east of

 the city.

















– origin

 Old English 
ēast-

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
oost

 and German 
ost

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
aurora

 , Greek 
auōs

 ‘dawn.’





East Africa

 
/ēst ˈafrəkə/






the eastern part of the African continent, especially the countries of Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania.









East Anglia

 
/ˌēst ˈaNGɡlēə/






a region in eastern England that consists of the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, as well as parts of Essex and Cambridgeshire counties.









East Asia





I.
 
the eastern part of the Asian continent, including China and Japan.




II.
 
derivatives





East Asian






adjective





















East Bengal






the part of the former Indian province of Bengal that was ceded to Pakistan in 1947 and that forms the greater part of the province of East Pakistan. It gained independence as Bangladesh in 1971.









eastbound

 
/ˈēs(t)ˌbound/






adjective




leading or traveling toward the east




•
 
the eastbound lane.



















east by north






noun




a direction or compass point midway between east and east-northeast.













east by south






noun




a direction or compass point midway between east and east-southeast.













East Chicago






an industrial port city in northwestern Indiana, on Lake Michigan, southeast of Chicago, Illinois; pop. 29,978 (est. 2008).










East Coast






noun




the eastern seaboard of the US, especially the narrow corridor from Boston to Washington, DC.













East End

 
/ˈˌēst ˈend/






the part of London, England, north of the Thames and east of the City, including the Docklands.









East Ender

 
/ˌēst ˈendər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the east part of London




•
 
an East Ender accent.



















Easter

 
/ˈēstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the most important and oldest festival of the Christian Church, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ and held (in the Western Church) between March 21 and April 25, on the first Sunday after the first full moon following the northern spring equinox.




2.
 
the period in which Easter occurs, especially the weekend from Good Friday to Easter Monday.











– origin

 Old English 
ēastre

 ; of Germanic origin and related to German 
Ostern

 and east
 . According to Bede the word is derived from 
Ēastre

 , the name of a goddess associated with spring.





Easter bunny






noun




an imaginary rabbit said to bring gifts to children at Easter.













Easter egg






noun



1.
 
a hard-boiled egg that is dyed and often decorated as part of the Easter celebration.




2.
 
an artificial egg, typically chocolate, given at Easter, especially to children.




3.
 
an unexpected or undocumented feature in a piece of computer software or on a DVD, included as a joke or a bonus.













Easter Island






an island in the southeastern Pacific Ocean, west of and administered by Chile; pop. 3,300 (est. 2009). The island, first settled by Polynesians in about 
AD

 400, is famous for its large monolithic statues of human heads that are believed to date from 1000–1600.









Easter lily






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a spring-flowering lily.

[Genus 
Lilium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular the tall, white-flowered Japanese lily 
L. longiflorum

 .]













easterly

 
/ˈēstərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
in an eastward position or direction


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the captain ordered an easterly course.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the east


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the light easterly breeze.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
easterlies

 )


1.
 
a wind blowing from the east.













Easter Monday

 
/ˈēstər ˈmənˌdā ˈməndē/






noun




the day after Easter Sunday, a public holiday in some places.













eastern

 
/ˈēstərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — situated in the east, or directed toward or facing the east




•
 
eastern Long Island




•
 
the eastern slopes of the mountain.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the east.




3.
 
(usu. 
Eastern

 )
 — living in or originating from the east, in particular the regions or countries lying to the east of Europe




•
 
an Eastern monk.










4.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of the East or its inhabitants




•
 
an eastern religion.














II.
 
derivatives





easternmost

 
/ˈēstərnˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ēasterne

 (as east
 , -ern
 ).





Eastern bloc

 
/ˈēstərn/






the countries of eastern and central Europe that were under Soviet domination from the end of World War II until the collapse of the Soviet communist system in 1989–91, usually considered to include Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia.









Eastern Church

 
/ˈēstərn ˈˌCHərCH /

 
Eastern Orthodox Church





I.
 
another name for Orthodox Church
 .




II.
 
any of the Christian Churches originating in eastern Europe and the Middle East.










Eastern Desert






another name of the Arabian Desert
 .









Eastern Empire






the eastern part of the Roman Empire, after its division in 
AD

 395.

See also Byzantine Empire
 .










eastern equine encephalitis






noun




a rare viral disease that affects horses and humans and is spread by mosquitoes, occurring mainly in eastern US states.













Easterner

 
/ˈēstərnər /

 
easterner






noun




a native or inhabitant of the east, especially of the eastern US.













Eastern Europe






the portion of the European landmass that lies east of Germany and the Alps and west of the Ural Mountains. It includes the former Eastern bloc countries of Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia (formerly as Czechoslovakia), Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria, as well as the Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, and the former Soviet republics of Belarus and Ukraine, along with Russia west of the Urals.









eastern hemisphere






the half of the earth that contains Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia.









Eastern Shore






region of eastern Maryland on the Delmarva Peninsula, on the east side of Chesapeake Bay.










Eastern time






the standard time in a zone including the eastern states of the US and parts of Canada, specifically.

[● standard time based on the mean solar time at the meridian 75° W, five hours behind GMT. ● Eastern time during daylight saving time, four hours behind GMT.]









Eastertide

 
/ˈēstərˌtīd/






noun




the Easter period.













east-facing






adjective




facing the east




•
 
place plants in an east-facing window




•
 
east-facing beaches.



















East Flanders






a province in northern Belgium; capital, Ghent.

See also Flanders
 .










East Germanic





I.
 
noun




the extinct eastern group of Germanic languages, including Gothic.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the East Germanic group of languages.













East Hampton






a resort town in eastern Long Island in New York, noted for its artists' colony; pop. 22,106 (est. 2008).









East Harlem






a neighborhood of Harlem in northern Manhattan in New York City. Parts of it have been called Italian Harlem and Spanish Harlem, reflecting local ethnic history.









East Hartford






an industrial town in central Connecticut, across the Connecticut River from Hartford; pop. 48,571 (est. 2008).









East India






another name of East Indies
 (
sense

 2).









East India Company






a trading company formed in 1600 to develop commerce in the newly colonized areas of Southeast Asia and India. In the 18th century it took administrative control of Bengal and other areas of India, and held it until the British Crown took over in 1858 in the wake of the Indian Mutiny.









East Indiaman

 
/ˌēst ˈindēəmən/






noun






‹historical›

 a trading ship belonging to the East India Company.













East Indies

 
/ˈˌēst ˈindēz/





I.
 
the islands in Southeast Asia, especially those of the Malay Archipelago.




II.
 


‹archaic›

 the whole of Southeast Asia to the east of and including India.




III.
 
derivatives





East Indian






adjective





















easting

 
/ˈēstiNG/






noun



1.
 
distance traveled or measured eastward, especially at sea.




2.
 
a figure or line representing eastward distance on a map (expressed by convention as the first part of a grid reference, before northing).













East Lansing






a city in south central Michigan, home to Michigan State University; pop. 45,857 (est. 2008).









East London






a port and resort in South Africa, on the southeastern coast; pop. 452,200 (est. 2009).









East Los Angeles






a community in southwestern California, a largely Hispanic suburb east of Los Angeles; pop. 124,283 (2000).









Eastman, George

 
/ˈēstmən/






(1854–1932), US inventor and manufacturer of photographic equipment. He invented flexible roll film that is coated with light-sensitive emulsion and, in 1888, the Kodak camera for use with it.









Eastman, Linda






see McCartney, Linda
 .









east-northeast

 
/ˈˌēst ˌnôrTHˈēst ˈˌēs(t)ˌnôrTHˈēst/






noun




the direction or compass point midway between east and northeast.













Easton

 
/ˈēstən/






an industrial city in eastern Pennsylvania, on the Lehigh and Delaware rivers; pop. 26,080 (est. 2008).









East Orange






a city in northeastern New Jersey, northwest of Newark; pop. 65,390 (est. 2008).









East Point






a city in northwestern Georgia, south of Atlanta; pop. 43,418 (est. 2008).









Eastport

 
/ˈēstpôrt/






a maritime city in eastern Maine, on an island in Passamaquoddy Bay, the easternmost US city; pop. 1,536 (est. 2008).









East Providence






a city in eastern Rhode Island, across the Seekonk River from Providence; pop. 48,480 (est. 2008).









East Prussia






the northeastern part of the former kingdom of Prussia, on the Baltic coast, later part of Germany and divided after World War II between the former Soviet Union and Poland.









East River






a tidal inlet in New York City that separates the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx from the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens.









East Siberian Sea






a part of the Arctic Ocean that lies between the New Siberian Islands and Wrangel Island, to the north of eastern Siberia.









East Side






a part of Manhattan in New York City that lies between the East River and Fifth Avenue.









east-southeast

 
/ˈˌēst ˌsouTHˈēst ˈˌēs(t)ˌsouTHˈēst/






noun




the direction or compass point midway between east and southeast.













East St. Louis






a city in southwestern Illinois, across the Mississippi River from St. Louis; pop. 28,773 (est. 2008).










East Timor

 
/ēst ˈtēmôr/





I.
 
a country on the eastern part of the island of Timor in the southern part of the Malay Archipelago; pop. 1,131,600 (2009); capital, Dili; languages, Portuguese, Indonesian, English, and indigenous languages.

Official name Timor Leste
 . Formerly a Portuguese colony, East Timor declared itself independent in 1975. In 1976 it was invaded by Indonesia, which annexed and claimed it as their 27th state. The region was the scene of bitter fighting and of alleged mass killings by the Indonesian government and military forces. In a UN-supervised referendum in 1999, the people voted for independence from Indonesia. Violence continued, but on May 20, 2002, East Timor achieved international recognition as an independent state.




II.
 
derivatives





East Timorese






noun, adjective





















eastward

 
/ˈēs(t)wərd/





I.
 
adjective




in an easterly direction




•
 
they followed an eastward course.














II.
 
adverb




toward the east




•
 
the bus rattled its way eastward.














III.
 
noun

 — (
the eastward

 )


1.
 
the direction or region toward the east




•
 
a squall came from the eastward.














IV.
 
derivatives





eastwardly






adverb





















east–west






adjective



1.
 
extending between the east and the west




•
 
freight leaving the port travels on an east–west axis




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
there are several major rivers running east–west.










2.
 
(also 
East–West

 )
 — relating to the relationship between the eastern and western parts of the world or of a country, region, or town




•
 
East–West economic ties.



















Eastwood, Clint

 
/ˈēstˌwo͝od/






(1930–), US movie actor and director; full name 
Clinton Eastwood, Jr

 . He became known after he starred in 
A Fistful of Dollars

 (1964), the first cult “spaghetti western.” He portrayed detective Harry Callahan in five movies, beginning with 
Dirty Harry

 (1971). Movies that he directed as well as starred in include 
Bird

 (1988), 
Unforgiven

 (1992), 
The Bridges of Madison County

 (1994), and 
Mystic River

 (2003).










easy

 
/ˈēzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
achieved without great effort; presenting few difficulties




•
 
an easy way of retrieving information.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an object of attack or criticism) having no defense; vulnerable




•
 
he was vulnerable and an easy target.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 (of a woman) open to sexual advances; sexually available




•
 
her reputation at school for being easy.










4.
 
(of a period of time or way of life) free from worries or problems




•
 
promises of an easy life in the New World.










5.
 
(of a person) lacking anxiety or awkwardness; relaxed




•
 
his easy and agreeable manner




•
 
they didn't feel easy about what they were doing.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
(US)

 
‹informal›

 without difficulty or effort




•
 
we all scared real easy in those days.














III.
 
exclamation




be careful




•
 
easy, girl—you'll knock me over!














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be easier said than done






be more easily talked about than put into practice.









2.
 
(as) easy as pie






see pie
 1
 .









3.
 
easy come, easy go






used to indicate that a relationship or possession acquired without effort may be abandoned or lost casually and without regret.









4.
 
easy does it






used especially in spoken English to advise someone to approach a task carefully and slowly.









5.
 
easy on the eye (or ear)








‹informal›

 pleasant to look at (or listen to).









6.
 
go (or be) easy on someone








‹informal›

 refrain from being harsh with or critical of someone.









7.
 
go easy on something








‹informal›

 be sparing or cautious in one's use or consumption of something




•
 
go easy on fatty foods.















8.
 
have it easy








‹informal›

 be free from difficulties; be fortunate.









9.
 
I'm easy








‹informal›

 said by someone when offered a choice to indicate that they have no particular preference.









10.
 
of easy virtue








‹dated›

 (of a woman) sexually promiscuous.









11.
 
rest (or sleep) easy






be untroubled by (or go to sleep without) worries




•
 
this insurance policy will let you rest easy.















12.
 
take the easy way out






extricate oneself from a difficult situation by choosing the simplest or most expedient course rather than the most honorable or ethical one.









13.
 
take it easy





a.
 
proceed calmly and in a relaxed manner.




b.
 
make little effort; rest.












V.
 
derivatives





easiness

 
/ˈēzēnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘comfortable, quiet, tranquil’): from Old French 
aisie

 , past participle of 
aisier

 ‘put at ease, facilitate’ (see ease
 ).





easy-breezy






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 easy; simple




•
 
here is an easy-breezy recipe to whip up fresh almond milk in your kitchen.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 light-hearted and relaxed




•
 
an easy-breezy, feel-good summer film




•
 
occasionally I wake up with that indefinable feeling of happiness and contentment, feeling easy-breezy.



















easy-care

 
/ˈēzē ke(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of man-made fabrics) requiring little effort to wash and dry, and typically no ironing.













easy chair

 
/ˈēzē ˌCHe(ə)r/






noun




a large, comfortable chair, typically an armchair.













easygoing

 
/ˌēzēˈɡōiNG/






adjective




relaxed and tolerant in approach or manner




•
 
an outwardly easygoing but fiercely competitive youngster.



















easy listening

 
/ˈēzē ˈlisniNG/






noun




popular music that is tuneful and undemanding.













easy mark






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is easy prey; a weakling or a sucker




•
 
an easy mark for a grifter.



















easy money

 
/ˈēzē ˈmənē/






noun



1.
 
money obtained by dubious means or for little work.




2.
 
money available at relatively low interest.













easy street

 
/ˈēzē strēt/






noun






‹informal›

 a state of financial comfort or security




•
 
she keeps complaining about her lot, but I think she's 
on easy street

 .



















easy-to-use






adjective




straightforward and simple to use




•
 
an easy-to-use guide containing excellent tips.




















eat

 
/ēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (food) into the mouth and chew and swallow it




•
 
he was eating a hot dog




•
 


eat up

 all your peas




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she watched her son as he ate.










2.
 
have (a meal)




•
 
we ate dinner in a noisy cafe.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
eat out

 )
 — have a meal in a restaurant.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
eat in

 )
 — have a meal at home rather than in a restaurant.




5.
 


‹informal›

 bother; annoy




•
 
she knew what was eating him.










6.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly US)

 perform fellatio or cunnilingus on (someone).




7.
 
(
eat out

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 perform cunnilingus or anilingus on (someone).




8.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 absorb (financial loss or cost).








II.
 
noun

 — (
eats

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 food or snacks




•
 
people would stop for soft drinks or eats.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
eat someone alive





a.
 


‹informal›

 (of insects) bite someone many times




•
 
we were eaten alive by mosquitoes.










b.
 
exploit someone's weakness and completely dominate them




•
 
he expects manufacturers to be eaten alive by lawyers in liability suits.















2.
 
eat crow






see crow
 1
 .









3.
 
eat dirt






see dirt
 .









4.
 
eat someone's dust






see dust
 .









5.
 
eat one's heart out





a.
 
suffer from excessive longing, especially for someone or something unattainable.




b.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to encourage feelings of jealousy or regret




•
 
eat your heart out, I'm having a ball!















6.
 
eat humble pie






see humble
 .









7.
 
eat like a bird (or a horse)








‹informal›

 eat very little (or a lot).









8.
 
eat someone out of house and home








‹informal›

 eat a lot of someone else's food.









9.
 
eat one's words






retract what one has said, especially in a humiliated way




•
 
they will eat their words when I win.















10.
 
have someone eating out of one's hand






have someone completely under one's control.









11.
 
I'll eat my hat








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one thinks the specified thing is extremely unlikely to happen




•
 
if he comes back, I'll eat my hat.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
eat away at (or eat something away)





a.
 
erode or destroy something gradually




•
 
the sun and wind eat away at the ice




•
 
prevents bone from being eaten away.










b.
 
use up (profits, resources, or time), especially when they are intended for other purposes




•
 
inflation can eat away at the annuity's value over the years.















2.
 
eat into






another way of saying eat away at
 .









3.
 
eat someone up






(usu. as 
adj.

 
eaten up

 )
 — dominate the thoughts of someone completely




•
 
I'm 
eaten up with

 guilt.















4.
 
eat something up





a.
 
use resources or time in very large quantities




•
 
an operating system that eats up 200Mb of disk space.










b.
 
encroach on something




•
 
this is the countryside that villagers fear will be eaten up by concrete.





















– origin

 Old English 
etan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
eten

 and German 
essen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
edere

 and Greek 
edein

 .





eatable

 
/ˈēdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




fit to be consumed as food




•
 
eatable fruits.














II.
 
noun

 — (
eatables

 )


1.
 
items of food




•
 
parcels of eatables and gifts.



















eater

 
/ˈēdər/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person or animal that consumes food in a specified way or of a specified kind




•
 
I'm still a big eater




•
 
it was a good place to dine if you were a fish eater.



















eatery

 
/ˈēdərē/






noun






‹informal›

 a restaurant or other place where people can be served food.













eat-in

 
/ˈētin/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a kitchen) designed for eating in as well as cooking.













eating apple

 
/ˈēdiNG ˌapəl/






noun




an apple that is suitable for eating raw.













eating disorder

 
/ēdiNG diˈsôrdər/






noun




any of a range of psychological disorders characterized by abnormal or disturbed eating habits (such as anorexia nervosa).













eating house

 
/ˈēdiNG ˌhous/






noun




a restaurant (usu. used in the names of restaurants)




•
 
The Blue Whale Eating House




•
 
Mrs. Miller's -- a contemporary pub and fine eating house.



















Eau Claire

 
/ō ˈkler/






a city in west central Wisconsin; pop. 65,426 (est. 2008).









eau de cologne

 
/ˌō də kəˈlōn/





I.
 
noun




a toilet water with a strong, characteristic scent, originally made in Cologne, Germany.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘water of Cologne.’





eau de Nil

 
/ˌō də ˈnē/





I.
 
noun




a pale greenish color.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
eau-de-Nil

 , literally ‘water of the Nile’ (from the supposed resemblance in color).






eau de toilette

 
/ˌō də twäˈlet/





I.
 
noun




a dilute form of perfume; toilet water.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally‘toilet water.’






eau-de-vie

 
/ˌō də ˈvē/





I.
 
noun




brandy.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
eau-de-vie

 , literally ‘water of life.’





eaves

 
/ēvz/





I.
 
plural noun




the part of a roof that meets or overhangs the walls of a building.











– origin

 Old English 
efes

 (singular); of Germanic origin; related to German dialect 
Obsen

 , also probably to over
 .





eavesdrop

 
/ˈēvzˌdräp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secretly listen to a conversation




•
 
she opened the window just enough to 
eavesdrop on

 the conversation outside.














II.
 
derivatives





eavesdropper

 
/ˈēvzˌdräpər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: back-formation from 
eavesdropper

 (late Middle English) ‘a person who listens from under the eaves,’ from the obsolete noun 
eavesdrop

 ‘the ground onto which water drips from the eaves,’ probably from Old Norse 
upsardropi

 , from 
ups

 ‘eaves’ + 
dropi

 ‘a drop.’





eavestrough

 
/ˈēvzˌtrôf/






noun






(Canadian)

 a gutter fixed beneath the edge of a roof.













EB






abbreviation






[Computing]

 exabyte(s).













e-banking

 
/ˈēbaNGkiNG/





I.
 
noun




a method of banking in which the customer conducts transactions electronically via the Internet.




•
 
it's hard to beat e-banking for the 24-hour convenience it offers Internet-literate customers.














II.
 
derivatives





e-bank

 
/ˈēbaNGk /






noun





















eBay

 
/ˈēˌbā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy or sell (goods) through the eBay website.








II.
 
derivatives





eBayer






noun



















– origin

 1997: from the proprietary name of the website 
eBay

 (from 


E

 cho 
Bay

 Technology Group

 , the name of a company run by eBay's founder, Pierre Omidyar).






ebb

 
/eb/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the ebb

 )


1.
 
the movement of the tide out to sea




•
 
I knew the tide would be 
on the ebb






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the ebb tide.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of tidewater) move away from the land; recede




•
 
the tide began to ebb.







Compare with flow
 .




2.
 
(of an emotion or quality) gradually lessen or reduce




•
 
my enthusiasm was 
ebbing away

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a low ebb






in a poor state




•
 
the country was at a low ebb due to the recent war.















2.
 
ebb and flow






a recurrent or rhythmical pattern of coming and going or decline and regrowth.















– origin

 Old English 
ebba

 (noun), 
ebbian

 (verb); related to Dutch 
ebbe

 (noun), 
ebben

 (verb), and ultimately to of
 , which had the primary sense ‘away from.’





EBCDIC

 
/ˈebsēˌdik/






abbreviation




Extended Binary Coded Decimal Interchange Code, a standard eight-bit character code used in computing and data transmission.













e-bike






noun




a bicycle that can be run on electric power as well as by pedaling.













e-billing

 
/ˈēˌbiliNG/






noun




the practice by which invoices or bills are electronically delivered or presented to customers, rather than being sent by mail.













EBIT






abbreviation




earnings before interest and tax.













EBITDA






abbreviation




earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization (used as an indicator of the overall profitability of a business).













Ebla

 
/ˈeblə, ˈēblə/






a city in ancient Syria that was southwest of Aleppo. It became very powerful in the mid-3rd millennium 
BC

 , when it dominated a region corresponding to modern Lebanon, northern Syria, and southeastern Turkey.









EbN






abbreviation




east by north.













E-boat

 
/ˈēbōt/





I.
 
noun




a German torpedo boat used in World War II.











– origin

 from 
E-

 for 
enemy

 + boat
 .





Ebola

 
/ēˈbōlə/





I.
 
noun




an infectious and frequently fatal disease marked by fever and severe internal bleeding, spread through contact with infected body fluids by a filovirus (
Ebola virus

 ), whose normal host species is unknown




•
 
he developed symptoms similar to those of Ebola and sought medication at the hospital




•
 
an outbreak of 
Ebola fever

 in the country may have killed up to 36 people.

















– origin

 1976: named after a river in the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), near which the disease was first observed.





ebon

 
/ˈebən/






noun






‹literary›

 dark brown or black; ebony


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the dark shadows of the mountains gave the river an ebon hue.



















Ebonics

 
/ēˈbäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
American black English regarded as a language in its own right rather than as a dialect of standard English.











– origin

 blend of ebony
 and phonics
 .





ebonite

 
/ˈebəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




another term for vulcanite
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ebony
 + -ite
 1
 .





ebonize

 
/ˈebəˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
ebonized

 )


1.
 
make (furniture) look like ebony




•
 
an ebonized casket.




















ebony

 
/ˈebənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
heavy blackish or very dark brown timber from a mainly tropical tree.




2.
 
a very dark brown or black color




•
 
his smile flashed against the ebony of his skin




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his ebony hair.










3.
 
a tree of tropical and warm-temperate regions that produces ebony.

[Genera 
Diospyros

 and 
Euclea

 , family 
Ebenaceae

 : numerous species, in particular 
D. ebenum

 .]




4.
 
used in names of trees of other families that produce similar timber, e.g., 
Jamaican ebony

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from earlier 
ebon

 (via Old French and Latin from Greek 
ebenos

 ‘ebony tree’), perhaps on the pattern of 
ivory

 .





e-book

 
/ˈēbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
an electronic version of a printed book that can be read on a computer or handheld device designed specifically for this purpose.




2.
 
a dedicated device for reading electronic versions of printed books.













Ebro

 
/ˈāvrō, ˈābrō/






a river in northeastern Spain that rises in the mountains of the Cantabria region and flows southeast for 570 miles (910 km) into the Mediterranean Sea.









EbS






abbreviation




east by south.













EBT






abbreviation






(US)

 Electronic Benefit Transfer (a system for issuing welfare payments electronically, by means of a payment card which recipients use to make purchases)




•
 
EBT is intended to streamline the process by which government benefits are issued




•
 


EBT cards

 are modern-day food stamps.



















ebullience

 
/iˈbo͝olyəns iˈbəlyəns/






noun




the quality of being cheerful and full of energy; exuberance




•
 
the ebullience of happy children.




















ebullient

 
/iˈbo͝olyənt iˈbəlyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
cheerful and full of energy




•
 
she sounded ebullient and happy.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (of liquid or matter) boiling or agitated as if boiling




•
 
misted and ebullient seas.














II.
 
derivatives





ebulliently






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘boiling’): from Latin 
ebullient-

 ‘boiling up,’ from the verb 
ebullire

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
bullire

 ‘to boil.’





ebullition

 
/ˌebəˈliSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 
‹archaic›

 the action of bubbling or boiling.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
‹archaic›

 a sudden outburst of emotion or violence




•
 
in an ebullition of fervor.

















– origin

 late Middle English (used to describe a state of agitation of the bodily humors): from late Latin 
ebullitio(n-)

 , from 
ebullire

 ‘boil up’ (see ebullient
 ).





e-business

 
/ˈēˌbiznəs/






noun




another term for e-commerce
 .













EBV






abbreviation




Epstein-Barr virus.













EC

 
/ˈˌē ˈsē/






abbreviation



1.
 
European Commission.




2.
 
European Community.




3.
 
executive committee.













ecad

 
/ˈēˌkad, ˈeˌkad/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 an organism that is modified by its environment.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
oikos

 ‘house’ + -ad
 1
 .





e-card

 
/ˈēkärd/






noun




a digital version of a greeting card, typically accessed by the recipient via a hyperlink in an email.




•
 
the next day she sent him an animated e-card that told him how special he was to her.



















écarté

 
/ˌākärˈtā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a card game for two players, played originally in 19th-century France, in which thirty-two cards are used, and certain cards may be discarded in exchange for others.




2.
 


[Ballet]

 a position in which the dancer, facing diagonally toward the audience, extends one leg to the side with the arm of the same side raised above the head and the other arm extended to the side.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, past participle of 
écarter

 ‘discard, throw out,’ from 
é

 ‘out’ + 
carte

 ‘card.’





e-cash

 
/ˈēkaSH/






noun




electronic financial transactions conducted in cyberspace via computer networks.













ecbolic

 
/ekˈbälik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




inducing contractions of the uterus leading to expulsion of a fetus




•
 
the ecbolic properties of Indian medicinal plants.














II.
 
noun




an agent that induces contractions of the uterus.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
ekbolē

 ‘expulsion’ + -ic
 .





Ecce Homo

 
/ˈeCHā ˈhōˌmō, ˈeksē, ˈekā/





I.
 
noun






[Art]

 a painting of Jesus Christ wearing the crown of thorns.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘behold the man,’ the words of Pontius Pilate to the Jews after Jesus was crowned with thorns (John 19:5).





eccentric

 
/ikˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) unconventional and slightly strange




•
 
my favorite aunt is very eccentric.










2.
 


‹technical›

 (of a thing) not placed centrally or not having its axis or other part placed centrally.




3.
 
(of a circle) not centered on the same point as another.




4.
 
(of an orbit) not circular.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person of unconventional and slightly strange views or behavior




•
 
he enjoys a colorful reputation as an engaging eccentric.










2.
 
a disc or wheel mounted eccentrically on a revolving shaft in order to transform rotation into backward-and-forward motion, e.g., a cam in an internal combustion engine.








III.
 
derivatives





eccentrically

 
/ikˈsentrək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a circle or orbit not having the earth precisely at its center): via late Latin from Greek 
ekkentros

 , from 
ek

 ‘out of’ + 
kentron

 ‘center.’





eccentric anomaly






noun






[Astronomy]

 the actual anomaly of a planet in an elliptical orbit.

Compare with mean anomaly
 .













eccentricity

 
/ˌeksenˈtrisədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being eccentric.




2.
 
(usu. 
eccentricities

 )
 — an eccentric act, habit, or thing




•
 
her eccentricities were amusing rather than irritating.










3.
 


‹technical›

 deviation of a curve or orbit from circularity.




4.
 
a measure of the extent of a deviation of a curve or orbit




•
 
Halley's Comet has an eccentricity of about 0.9675.



















ecchymosis

 
/ˌekəˈmōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a discoloration of the skin resulting from bleeding underneath, typically caused by bruising.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ekkhumōsis

 ‘escape of blood,’ from 
ekkhumonathai

 ‘force out blood.’





eccl.






abbreviation



1.
 
ecclesiastic.




2.
 
ecclesiastical.













Eccles.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Ecclesiastes.













Eccles, Sir John Carew

 
/ˈekəlz/






(1903–97), Australian physiologist, who demonstrated the way in which nerve impulses are conducted by means of chemical neurotransmitters. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1963), shared with Alan L. Hodgkin and Andrew F. Huxley.









ecclesial

 
/əˈklēzēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 relating to or constituting a church or denomination




•
 
the modernization of ecclesial buildings.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (but rare before the 1960s): via Old French from Greek 
ekklēsia

 ‘assembly, church’ (see ecclesiastic
 ).





ecclesiarch

 
/iˈklēzēˌärk/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a ruler of a church.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
ekklēsia

 ‘church’ + 
arkhos

 ‘leader.’





Ecclesiastes

 
/əˌklēzēˈastēz/






a book of the Bible traditionally attributed to Solomon, consisting largely of reflections on the vanity of human life.










ecclesiastic

 
/əˌklēzēˈastik /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
noun




a priest or member of the clergy.








II.
 
adjective




another term for ecclesiastical
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
ecclésiastique

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
ekklēsiastikos

 , from 
ekklēsiastēs

 ‘member of an assembly,’ from 
ekklēsia

 ‘assembly, church,’ based on 
ekkalein

 ‘summon out.’






ecclesiastical

 
/əˌklēzēˈastək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Christian Church or its clergy




•
 
the ecclesiastical hierarchy.














II.
 
derivatives





ecclesiastically






adverb





















ecclesiasticism

 
/əˌklēzēˈastəsizəm/






noun




excessive attention to details of church practice




•
 
the ecclesiasticism that so often gets in the way of the gospel.



















Ecclesiasticus

 
/əˌklēzēˈastəkəs/






a book of the Apocrypha containing moral and practical maxims, probably composed or compiled in the early 2nd century 
BC

 .









ecclesiology

 
/əˌklēzēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of churches, especially church building and decoration.




2.
 
theology as applied to the nature and structure of the Christian Church.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ecclesiological

 
/iˌklēzēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
ecclesiologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ekklēsia

 ‘assembly, church’ + -logy
 .





Ecclus






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Ecclesiasticus.














eccrine

 
/ˈekrən, ˈekˌrīn, ˈekˌrēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting multicellular glands that do not lose cytoplasm in their secretions, especially the sweat glands found widely distributed on the skin.

Compare with apocrine
 .











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
ekkrinein

 ‘secrete,’ from 
ek-

 ‘out’ + 
krinein

 ‘sift, separate.’





ECCS






abbreviation






[Physics]

 emergency core cooling system.













ecdysiast

 
/ekˈdēzēəst/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a striptease performer.











– origin

 1940s: coined by H. L. Mencken from Greek 
ekdusis

 ‘shedding,’ on the pattern of 
enthusiast

 .





ecdysis

 
/ˈekdəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the process of shedding the old skin (in reptiles) or casting off the outer cuticle (in insects and other arthropods).








II.
 
derivatives





ecdysial

 
/ekˈdizēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ekdusis

 , from 
ekduein

 ‘put off,’ from 
ek-

 ‘out, off’ + 
duein

 ‘put.’





ecdysone

 
/ˈekdəˌsōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a steroid hormone that controls molting in insects and other arthropods.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
ekdusis

 ‘shedding’ + -one
 .





ECG

 
/ˌē ˌsē ˈjē/






abbreviation



1.
 
electrocardiogram.




2.
 
electrocardiograph.













échappé

 
/ˌāSHaˈpā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Ballet]

 (of a movement) progressing from a closed position (first, third, or fifth) to an open position (second or fourth) of the feet.











– origin

 French, literally ‘escaped.’





echelon

 
/ˈeSHəˌlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a level or rank in an organization, a profession, or society




•
 
the upper echelons of the business world.










2.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a part of a military force differentiated by position in battle or by function




•
 
the rear echelon.










3.
 


[Military]

 a formation of troops, ships, aircraft, or vehicles in parallel rows with the end of each row projecting further than the one in front.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Military]

 arrange in an echelon formation


(as 
noun

 
echeloning

 )


•
 
the echeloning of fire teams.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from French 
échelon

 , from 
échelle

 ‘ladder,’ from Latin 
scala

 .





echeveria

 
/ˌeCHəvəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a succulent plant with rosettes of fleshy colorful leaves, native to warm regions of America and popular as houseplants.

[Genus 
Echeveria

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 : numerous species and cultivars.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Anastasio 
Echeveri

 or 
Echeverría

 , 19th-cent. Mexican botanical illustrator.






echidna

 
/əˈkidnə/





I.
 
noun




a spiny insectivorous egg-laying mammal with a long snout and claws, native to Australia and New Guinea.

Also called spiny anteater
 . [Family 
Tachyglossidae

 , order 
Monotremata

 : two genera and species, in particular 
Tachyglossus aculeatus

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ekhidna

 ‘viper,’ also the name of a mythical creature that gave birth to the many-headed Hydra; compare with 
ekhinos

 ‘sea urchin, hedgehog.’





echinacea

 
/ˌekəˈnāSHə/





I.
 
noun




a North American coneflower. It is used in herbal medicine, largely for its antibiotic and wound-healing properties.

[Genus 
Echinacea

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the purple coneflower.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
ekhinos

 ‘hedgehog.’





echinoderm

 
/əˈkīnəˌdərm/






noun






[Zoology]

 a marine invertebrate of the phylum 
Echinodermata

 , such as a starfish, sea urchin, or sea cucumber.













Echinodermata

 
/iˌkīnəˈdərmətə, ˌekənə- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of marine invertebrates that includes starfishes, sea urchins, brittlestars, crinoids, and sea cucumbers. They have fivefold radial symmetry, a calcareous skeleton, and tube feet operated by fluid pressure.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
ekhinos

 ‘hedgehog, sea urchin’ + 
derma

 ‘skin.’





echinoid

 
/iˈkīˌnoid, ˈekəˌnoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an echinoderm of the class 
Echinoidea

 ; a sea urchin.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting echinoids.













Echinoidea

 
/ˌekəˈnoidēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of echinoderms that comprises the sea urchins.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from echinus
 .






echinus

 
/əˈkīnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a sea urchin.

[Genus 
Echinus

 , class 
Echinoidea

 : several species, including the common European 
edible sea urchin

 (
E. esculentus

 ).]




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a rounded molding below an abacus on a Doric or Ionic capital.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
ekhinos

 ‘hedgehog, sea urchin.’





Echiura

 
/ˌekēˈyo͝orə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of wormlike marine invertebrates that comprises the spoonworms.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
echiuran






noun, adjective













2.
 
echiuroid

 
/ˌekēˈyo͝oˌroid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (earlier 
Echiuroidea

 ), from Greek 
ekhis

 ‘viper’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





echo

 
/ˈekō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sound or series of sounds caused by the reflection of sound waves from a surface back to the listener




•
 
the walls threw back the echoes of his footsteps.










2.
 
a reflected radio or radar beam.




3.
 
the deliberate introduction of reverberation into a sound recording.




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 the repetition in structure and content of one speaker's utterance by another.




5.
 
a close parallel or repetition of an idea, feeling, style, or event




•
 
his love for her 
found an echo in

 her own feelings.










6.
 
(often 
echoes

 )
 — a detail or characteristic that is suggestive of something else




•
 
the cheese has a sharp rich aftertaste with echoes of salty, earthy pastures.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who slavishly repeats the words or opinions of another.




8.
 


[Bridge]

 a play by a defender of a higher card in a suit followed by a lower one in a subsequent trick, used as a signal to request a further lead of that suit by their partner.




9.
 
a code word representing the letter E, used in radio communication.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sound) be repeated or reverberate after the original sound has stopped




•
 
their footsteps echoed on the metal catwalks.










2.
 
(of a place) resound with or reflect back a sound or sounds




•
 
the house 
echoed with

 shouts and thundering feet.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — repeat (someone's words or opinions), typically to express agreement




•
 
these criticisms are echoed in a number of other studies




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“A trip?” she echoed.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object, movement, or event) be reminiscent of or have shared characteristics with




•
 
a blue suit that echoed the color of her eyes.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 send a copy of (an input signal or character) back to its source or to a screen for display




•
 
for security reasons, the password will not be echoed to the screen.










6.
 


[Bridge]

 (of a defender) play a higher card followed by a lower one in the same suit, as a signal to request one's partner to lead that suit.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
echoer






noun













2.
 
echoey

 
/ˈekō-ē /






adjective













3.
 
echoless

 
/ˈekōləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French or Latin, from Greek 
ēkhō

 , related to 
ēkhē

 ‘a sound.’





Echo

 
/ˈekō /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a nymph deprived of speech by Hera in order to stop her chatter, and left able only to repeat what others had said.









echocardiogram

 
/ˌekōˈkärdēəɡram/






noun






[Medicine]

 a test of the action of the heart using ultrasound waves to produce a visual display, used for the diagnosis or monitoring of heart disease.













echocardiography

 
/ˌekōˌkärdēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the use of ultrasound waves to investigate the action of the heart.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
echocardiograph

 
/ˌekōˈkärdēəˌɡraf /






noun













2.
 
echocardiographic

 
/-ˌkärdēəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















echo chamber

 
/ˈekō ˌCHāmbər/






noun




an enclosed space for producing reverberation of sound.













echoencephalogram

 
/ˌekōˌenˈsefələˌɡram/






noun






[Medicine]

 a record produced by echoencephalography.













echoencephalograph

 
/ˌekōənˈsefələɡraf /

 
EEG





I.
 
noun




an instrument used to examine the skull and brain by means of reflected ultrasonic waves as part of a painless and noninvasive procedure.








II.
 
derivatives





echoencephalographic

 
/-ˌsefələˈɡrafik /






adjective





















echoencephalography

 
/ˌekōenˌsefəˈläɡrəfē/






noun






[Medicine]

 the use of ultrasound waves to investigate structures within the skull.













echogram

 
/ˈekōˌɡram/






noun




a recording of depth or distance under water made by an echo sounder.













echograph

 
/ˈekōˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument for recording echograms; an automated echo sounder.













echoic

 
/eˈkōik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like an echo.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 representing a sound by imitation; onomatopoeic.








II.
 
derivatives





echoically






adverb





















echolalia

 
/ˌekōˈlālēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychiatry]

 meaningless repetition of another person's spoken words as a symptom of psychiatric disorder.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 repetition of speech by a child learning to talk.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ēkhō

 ‘echo’ + 
lalia

 ‘speech.’





echolocation

 
/ˌekōlōˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the location of objects by reflected sound, in particular that used by animals such as dolphins and bats.













echopraxia

 
/ˌekōˈpraksēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 meaningless repetition or imitation of the movements of others as a symptom of psychiatric disorder.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ēkhō

 ‘echo’ + 
praxis

 ‘action.’






echo sounder

 
/ˈekō ˌsoundər/





I.
 
noun




a device for determining the depth of the seabed or detecting objects in water by measuring the time taken for sound echoes to return to the listener.








II.
 
derivatives





echo sounding

 
echo-sounding






noun





















echovirus

 
/ˈekōˌvīrəs /

 
ECHO virus





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of enteroviruses that can cause a range of diseases, including respiratory infections and a mild form of meningitis.











– origin

 1950s: from 
echo

 (acronym from 
enteric cytopathogenic human orphan

 , because the virus was not originally assignable to any known disease) + virus
 .





echt

 
/eKHt ekt/





I.
 
adjective




authentic and typical




•
 
the film's opening was an echt pop snob event.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
authentically and typically




•
 
echt-American writers as Hawthorne and Cooper and Mark Twain.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: German, literally ‘genuine, real.’





e-cigarette

 
/ˌēsiɡəˈret ˌēˈsiɡəˌret /

 


‹informal›

 e-cig






noun




another term for electronic cigarette
 .













ECL






abbreviation






[Computing]

 emitter-coupled logic.













éclair

 
/āˈkler, iˈkler /

 
eclair





I.
 
noun




a small, soft, log-shaped pastry filled with cream and typically topped with chocolate icing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘lightning.’





éclaircissement

 
/āˌklersēsˈmänt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 an enlightening explanation of something, typically someone's conduct, that has been hitherto inexplicable.











– origin

 French, from 
éclaircir

 ‘clear up,’ from 
é

 (expressing a change of state) + 
clair

 (see clear
 ).





eclampsia

 
/iˈklam(p)sēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which one or more convulsions occur in a pregnant woman suffering from high blood pressure, often followed by coma and posing a threat to the health of mother and baby.

See also preeclampsia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





eclamptic

 
/iˈklam(p)tik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from French 
éclampsie

 , from Greek 
eklampsis

 ‘sudden development,’ from 
eklampein

 ‘shine out.’






éclat

 
/āˈklä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
brilliant display or effect




•
 
she came into prominence briefly but with éclat.










2.
 
social distinction or conspicuous success




•
 
such action bestows more éclat upon a warrior than success by other means.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
éclater

 ‘burst out.’





eclectic

 
/əˈklektik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deriving ideas, style, or taste from a broad and diverse range of sources




•
 
her musical tastes are eclectic.










2.
 
(
Eclectic

 )
 — 

[Philosophy]

 of, denoting, or belonging to a class of ancient philosophers who did not belong to or found any recognized school of thought but selected such doctrines as they wished from various schools.








II.
 
noun




a person who derives ideas, style, or taste from a broad and diverse range of sources.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eclectically






adverb













2.
 
eclecticism

 
/əˈklektəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a term in philosophy): from Greek 
eklektikos

 , from 
eklegein

 ‘pick out,’ from 
ek

 ‘out’ + 
legein

 ‘choose.’






eclipse

 
/əˈklips/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an obscuring of the light from one celestial body by the passage of another between it and the observer or between it and its source of illumination




•
 
an eclipse of the sun.










2.
 
a loss of significance, power, or prominence in relation to another person or thing




•
 
the election result marked the eclipse of the traditional right and center.










3.
 


[Ornithology]

 a phase during which the distinctive markings of a bird (especially a male duck) are obscured by molting of the breeding plumage


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
eclipse plumage.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a celestial body) obscure the light from or to (another celestial body)




•
 
as the last piece of the sun was eclipsed by the moon.










2.
 


‹literary›

 obscure or block out (light)




•
 
a sea of blue sky violently eclipsed by showers.










3.
 
deprive (someone or something) of significance, power, or prominence




•
 
the state of the economy has eclipsed the environment as the main issue.














III.
 
phrases





in eclipse





a.
 
losing or having lost significance, power, or prominence




•
 
his political power was in eclipse.










b.
 


[Ornithology]

 (especially of a male duck) in its eclipse plumage.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
e(s)clipse

 (noun), 
eclipser

 (verb), via Latin from Greek 
ekleipsis

 , from 
ekleipein

 ‘fail to appear, be eclipsed,’ from 
ek

 ‘out’ + 
leipein

 ‘to leave.’





eclipsing binary

 
/əˈklipsiNG ēˈklipsiNG ˈbīnərē ˈbīˌnerē/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a binary star whose brightness varies periodically as the two components pass one in front of the other.













ecliptic

 
/əˈkliptik/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a great circle on the celestial sphere representing the sun's apparent path during the year, so called because lunar and solar eclipses can occur only when the moon crosses it.








II.
 
adjective




of an eclipse or the ecliptic.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
ekleiptikos

 , from 
ekleipein

 ‘fail to appear’ (see eclipse
 ).





eclogite

 
/ˈekləˌjīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a metamorphic rock containing granular minerals, typically garnet and pyroxene.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
eklogē

 ‘selection’ (with reference to the selective content of the rock) + -ite
 1
 .





eclogue

 
/ˈeklôɡ/





I.
 
noun




a short poem, especially a pastoral dialogue.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
eklogē

 ‘selection,’ from 
eklegein

 ‘pick out.’





eclose

 
/iˈklōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Entomology]

 (of an insect) emerge as an adult from the pupa or as a larva from the egg.








II.
 
derivatives





eclosion

 
/iˈklōZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as 
eclosion

 ): from French 
éclore

 ‘to hatch,’ based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
claudere

 ‘to close.’





ECM






abbreviation




electronic countermeasures.














eco-

 
/ˈēkō/






combining form




representing ecology
 .













Eco, Umberto

 
/ˈekō/






(1932–), Italian novelist and semiotician. Notable works: 
The Name of the Rose

 (1981) and 
Travels in Hyperreality

 (1986).









eco-activist





I.
 
noun




a person engaged in vigorous social or political campaigns whose aim is to prevent damage to the environment.




•
 
according to eco-activists, many of these coastal fish farms are plagued by disease and pollution.














II.
 
derivatives





eco-activism






noun





















ecocentrism

 
/ˌekōˈsenˌtrizəm, ˌēkō-/





I.
 
noun




a point of view that recognizes the ecosphere, rather than the biosphere, as central in importance, and attempts to redress the imbalance created by anthropocentrism.








II.
 
derivatives





ecocentric

 
/-ˈsentrik /






adjective





















eco-chic

 
/ˈekōˌSHēk, ˈēkō-/






noun



1.
 
concern with environmental issues, viewed as a fashion or fad




•
 
eco-chic is all the rage!










2.
 
design or clothing that reflects a concern with environmental issues




•
 
almost overnight, the front lobby went from art deco to eco-chic




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an eco-chic hemp drawstring bag.



















ecocide

 
/ˈēkōˌsīd ˈekōˌsīd/






noun




destruction of the natural environment, especially when willfully done.














ecocline

 
/ˈekōˌklīn, ˈēkō-/






noun






[Ecology]

 a cline from one ecosystem to another, showing a continuous gradient between the two extremes.













ecoconsumer

 
/ˈekōkənˌso͞omər, ˈēkō-/






noun




a consumer who makes purchasing decisions partly or largely on the basis of ecological issues




•
 
sophisticated ecoconsumers are descending upon some destinations that are not capable of delivering the expected services.



















eco-driving






noun




the practice of driving in such a way as to minimize fuel consumption and the emission of carbon dioxide




•
 
all instructors and examiners have been coached in eco-driving




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
you can save a lot of money by adopting a few simple eco-driving techniques.



















eco-fashion






noun




clothing and other goods made from recycled materials or otherwise produced by methods that are not harmful to the environment


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
launched to provide an alternative to chemically treated clothing, the eco-fashion business has been slow to catch on.



















ecofeminism

 
/ˌekōˈfeməˌnizəm, ˌēkō-/





I.
 
noun




a philosophical and political movement that combines ecological concerns with feminist ones, regarding both as resulting from male domination of society.








II.
 
derivatives





ecofeminist






noun





















ecofreak

 
/ˈēkōfrēk/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is unusually enthusiastic about the protection and preservation of the environment.














eco-friendly






adjective




not harmful to the environment




•
 
I use only eco-friendly products.



















ecol.






abbreviation



1.
 
ecological.




2.
 
ecology.













eco-labeling





I.
 
noun




the practice of marking products with a distinctive label to show that their manufacture conforms to recognized environmental standards.








II.
 
derivatives





eco-label

 
/ˈēkō ˌlābəl ˈekō ˌlābəl /






noun





















E. coli

 
/ē ˈkōlī/






noun




a bacterium commonly found in the intestines of humans and other animals, where it usually causes no harm. Some strains can cause severe food poisoning, especially in old people and children.

[
Escherichia coli

 ; a motile Gram-negative bacillus.]













ecolodge

 
/ˈekōˌläj, ˈēkō-/






noun




a type of tourist accommodation designed to have the least possible impact on the natural environment in which it is situated.













ecological

 
/ˌekəˈläjik(ə)l ˌēkəˈläjik(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or concerned with the relation of living organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings




•
 
one of the world's worst ecological disasters




•
 
pollution is posing a serious threat to the ecological balance of the oceans.



















ecological cascade






noun




a shift in the balance of populations in an ecosystem occasioned by marked depletion in one species, usually as a result of human action.













ecological footprint

 
/ˌēːkəˈläːjiklˈfo͝otprint/






noun




the impact of a person or community on the environment, expressed as the amount of land required to sustain their use of natural resources.













ecologically

 
/ˌekəˈläjəklē ˌēkəˈläjəklē/






adverb




in a way that concerns the relation of living organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings




•
 
Russia's vast forests are of global importance both economically and ecologically.



















ecologist

 
/ēˈkäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of ecology




•
 
a German ecologist studying the river habitat.




















ecology

 
/ēˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of biology that deals with the relations of organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings.




2.
 
(also 
Ecology

 )
 — the political movement that seeks to protect the environment, especially from pollution.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally as 
oecology

 ): from Greek 
oikos

 ‘house’ + -logy
 .






e-commerce

 
/ˈēˌkämərs/






noun




commercial transactions conducted electronically on the Internet.













econobox

 
/iˈkänəˌbäks/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a car that is small and economical rather than luxurious or stylish.











– origin

 blend of 
economical

 and 
box

 .





econometrics

 
/əˌkänəˈmetriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of economics concerned with the use of mathematical methods (especially statistics) in describing economic systems.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
econometric

 
/əˌkänəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
econometrical

 
/əˌkänəˈmetrikəl /






adjective













3.
 
econometrician

 
/əˌkänəməˈtriSHən /






noun













4.
 
econometrist

 
/əˌkänəˈmetrəst /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from economy
 , on the pattern of words such as 
biometrics

 and 
psychometrics

 .






economic

 
/ˌekəˈnämik ˌēkəˈnämik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to economics or the economy




•
 
the government's economic policy




•
 
pest species of great economic importance.










2.
 
(of a subject) considered in relation to trade, industry, and the creation of wealth




•
 
economic history.










3.
 
justified in terms of profitability




•
 
many organizations must become larger if they are to remain economic.










4.
 
requiring fewer resources or costing less money




•
 
solar power may provide a more economic solution.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French and Latin from Greek 
oikonomikos

 , from 
oikonomia

 (see economy
 ). Originally a noun, the word denoted household management or a person skilled in this, hence the early sense of the adjective (late 16th cent.) ‘relating to household management’ Modern senses date from the mid 19th cent. / 
usage:

 
Economic

 means 'concerning economics': he's rebuilding a solid 
economic

 base for the country's future. 
Economical

 is commonly used to mean 'thrifty, avoiding waste': small cars should be inexpensive to buy and 
economical

 to run.





economical

 
/ˌekəˈnämik(ə)l ˌēkəˈnämik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving good value or service in relation to the amount of money, time, or effort spent




•
 
a small, economical car.










2.
 
(of a person or lifestyle) careful not to waste money or resources.




3.
 
using no more of something than is necessary




•
 
this chassis is economical in metal and therefore light in weight.














II.
 
phrases





be economical with the truth








‹euphemistic›

 lie or deliberately withhold information.

[mid 19th cent.: popularized by a statement given in evidence by Sir Robert Armstrong, British cabinet secretary, in the “Spycatcher” trial (1986), conducted to prevent publication of a book by a former MI5 employee.]















usage:

 See usage at economic
 .





economically

 
/ˌekəˈnämik(ə)lē ˌēkəˈnämik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to economics or finance


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
the region is important economically.










2.
 
in a way that involves careful use of money or resources




•
 
the new building was erected as economically as possible.










3.
 
in a way that uses no more of something than is necessary




•
 
a précis aims to express a passage more economically.



















economic good






noun






[Economics]

 a product or service that can command a price when sold




•
 
water is an economic good and should be treated as such.



















economic growth






noun




an increase in the amount of goods and services produced per head of the population over a period of time




•
 
he believes that creativity holds the key to economic growth.



















economic indicator






noun




a statistic used to gauge future trends in a nation's economy.














economic man






noun






[Economics]

 a hypothetical person who behaves in exact accordance with their rational self-interest




•
 
economic man measures costs against benefits.



















economic migrant

 
//






noun




a person who travels from one country or area to another in order to improve their standard of living.













economic rent






noun






[Economics]

 the extra amount earned by a resource (e.g., land, capital, or labor) by virtue of its present use.













economics

 
/ˌekəˈnämiks ˌēkəˈnämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of knowledge concerned with the production, consumption, and transfer of wealth.




2.
 
the condition of a region or group as regards material prosperity




•
 
he is responsible for the island's modest economics.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the science of household management): from economic
 + the plural suffix 
-s

 , originally on the pattern of Greek 
ta oikonomika

 (plural), the name of a treatise by Aristotle. Current senses date from the late 18th cent.





economism

 
/iˈkänəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in the primacy of economic causes or factors.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
économisme

 , based on Greek 
oikonomia

 ‘household management’ (see economy
 ).





economist

 
/əˈkänəməst/





I.
 
noun




an expert in economics.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the Greek sense): from Greek 
oikonomos

 ‘household manager’ (see economy
 ) + -ist
 . The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





economize

 
/əˈkänəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend less; reduce one's expenses




•
 
I have to economize where I can




•
 
people on low incomes may try to 
economize on

 fuel.














II.
 
derivatives





economization

 
/ˌekəˌnäməˈzāSH(ə)n əˌkänəˌmīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















economizer

 
/ēˈkänəˌmīzər/






noun



1.
 
a device designed to make a machine or system more energy-efficient.




2.
 
a person who reduces expenditure.














economy

 
/əˈkänəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wealth and resources of a country or region, especially in terms of the production and consumption of goods and services.




2.
 
a particular system or stage of an economy




•
 
a free-market economy




•
 
the less-developed economies.










3.
 
careful management of available resources




•
 
even heat distribution and fuel economy.










4.
 
sparing or careful use of something




•
 
economy of words.










5.
 
(usu. 
economies

 )
 — a financial saving




•
 
there were many economies to be made by giving up our offices in Manhattan.










6.
 
(also 
economy class

 )
 — the cheapest class of air or rail travel




•
 
we flew economy.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a product) offering the best value for the money


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an economy pack.










2.
 
designed to be economical to use




•
 
an economy car.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
economy of scale






a proportionate saving in costs gained by an increased level of production.









2.
 
economy of scope






a proportionate saving gained by producing two or more distinct goods, when the cost of doing so is less than that of producing each separately.















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘management of material resources’): from French 
économie

 , or via Latin from Greek 
oikonomia

 ‘household management,’ based on 
oikos

 ‘house’ + 
nemein

 ‘manage.’ Current senses date from the 17th cent.





economy-class syndrome

 
//






noun




deep-vein thrombosis said to be caused by periods of prolonged immobility on long-haul flights.













economy-size

 
/ēˈkänəmē əˈkänəmē sīz /

 
economy-sized






adjective




of a size that offers a large quantity for a proportionally lower cost




•
 
an economy-size container.



















e-content

 
/ˈēˌkän(t)ent/






noun




text and images designed for display on web pages




•
 
click on this link to license our e-content




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
e-content solutions.



















ecophysiology

 
/ˌekōˌfizēˈäləjē, ˌēkō-/






noun






[Biology]

 the study of the interrelationship between the normal physical function of an organism and its environment.













écorché

 
/ˌākôrˈSHā/





I.
 
noun




a painting or sculpture of a human figure with the skin removed to display the musculature.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘flayed.’





ecoregion

 
/ˈekōˌrējən, ˈēkō-/






noun




a major ecosystem defined by distinctive geography and receiving uniform solar radiation and moisture




•
 
the Columbia Basin ecoregion.



















eco-resort






noun




a tourist resort whose facilities are intended to have a minimal impact on the local environment.













ecosphere

 
/ˈēkōˌsfēr ˈekōˌsfēr/






noun



1.
 
the biosphere of the earth or another planet, especially when the interaction between the living and nonliving components is emphasized.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the region of space around a sun or star where conditions are such that planets are theoretically capable of sustaining life.













ecossaise

 
/ˌākōˈsāz/





I.
 
noun




an energetic country dance in duple time in which couples form lines facing each other.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, feminine of 
écossais

 ‘Scottish’; the connection with Scotland is unclear.





ecosystem

 
/ˈēkōˌsistəm/






noun



1.
 


[Ecology]

 a biological community of interacting organisms and their physical environment.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 (in general use) a complex network or interconnected system




•
 
Silicon Valley's entrepreneurial ecosystem




•
 
the entire ecosystem of movie and video production will eventually go digital.



















ecotage

 
/ˈekəˌtäZH, ēkə-/





I.
 
noun




sabotage carried out for ecological reasons.











– origin

 1970s: blend of 
ecological

 (see ecology
 ) and sabotage
 .





eco-tax

 
/ˈēkōˌtaks/






noun




a tax levied on products, practices, or activities which are considered to be harmful to the environment




•
 
the German coalition introduced an eco-tax on petrol to discourage motorists.



















ecoterrorism

 
/ˈekōˌterəˈrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
violence carried out to further environmentalist ends.




2.
 
the action of causing deliberate environmental damage in order to further political ends.








II.
 
derivatives





ecoterrorist

 
/ˈēkōterərəst /






noun





















ecotone

 
/ˈēkətōn ˈekəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 a region of transition between two biological communities.








II.
 
derivatives





ecotonal






adjective





















ecotopia

 
/ˈēkōtōpēə, ˈekō-/





I.
 
noun




an ecologically ideal region or form of society, generally viewed as imaginary.








II.
 
derivatives





ecotopian






adjective



















– origin

 1975: from the title of a novel by Ernest Callenbach, originally denoting the Pacific coast of the US, from eco-
 ‘ecological,’ on the pattern of 
Utopia

 .





ecotourism

 
/ˌekōˈto͝orizəm ˈēkōˌto͝orizəm ˈekōˌto͝orizəm/





I.
 
noun




tourism directed toward exotic, often threatened, natural environments, especially to support conservation efforts and observe wildlife.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ecotour






noun, verb













2.
 
ecotourist






noun





















ecotoxicology

 
/ˌekōˌtäksiˈkäləjē, ˌēkō-/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with the nature, effects, and interactions of substances that are harmful to the environment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ecotoxicological

 
/-kəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
ecotoxicologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















ecotype

 
/ˈēkōˌtīp ˈekōˌtīp/






noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a distinct form or race of a plant or animal species occupying a particular habitat.













ecovillage

 
/ˈēkōˌvilij/






noun




a community whose inhabitants seek to live according to ecological principles, causing as little impact on the environment as possible.













eco-warrior

 
/ˈēkōˌwôrēər/






noun




a person actively involved in preventing damage to the environment.













ECOWAS






abbreviation




Economic Community of West African States.













e-crime





I.
 
noun




another term for cybercrime
 .




•
 
the survey found that fewer than a quarter of companies even reported e-crime to the police.














II.
 
derivatives





e-criminal






noun





















ecru

 
/ˈekro͞o/





I.
 
noun




the light beige color of unbleached linen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
écru

 ‘unbleached.’





ecstasy

 
/ˈekstəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an overwhelming feeling of great happiness or joyful excitement




•
 
there was a look of ecstasy on his face




•
 
they went into ecstasies over the view.










2.
 
an emotional or religious frenzy or trancelike state, originally one involving an experience of mystic self-transcendence.




3.
 
(abbr.: 
MDMA

 )(
Ecstasy

 )
 — an amphetamine-based synthetic drug with euphoric and hallucinatory effects, originally promoted as an adjunct to psychotherapy.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
extasie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
ekstasis

 ‘standing outside oneself,’ based on 
ek-

 ‘out’ + 
histanai

 ‘to place.’





ecstatic

 
/ekˈstadik ikˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or expressing overwhelming happiness or joyful excitement




•
 
ecstatic fans filled the stadium.










2.
 
involving an experience of mystic self-transcendence




•
 
an ecstatic vision.














II.
 
noun




a person subject to mystical experiences.








III.
 
derivatives





ecstatically

 
/ekˈstadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















ECT

 
/ˈˌē ˈˌsē ˈtē/






abbreviation




electroconvulsive therapy.














ecto-





I.
 
combining form




outer; external; on the outside (used commonly in scientific terms)




•
 
ectoderm




•
 
ectoparasite.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ektos

 ‘outside.’






ectoderm

 
/ˈektəˌdərm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Embryology]

 the outermost layer of cells or tissue of an embryo in early development, or the parts derived from this, which include the epidermis and nerve tissue.

Compare with endoderm
 and mesoderm
 .








II.
 
derivatives





ectodermal

 
/ˌektəˈdərm(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ecto-
 ‘outside’ + Greek 
derma

 ‘skin.’





ectogenesis

 
/ˌektəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in science fiction) the development of embryos in artificial conditions outside the uterus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ectogene

 
/ˈektəˌjēn /






noun













2.
 
ectogenetic

 
/ˌektəˌjəˈnetik /






adjective













3.
 
ectogenetically

 
/-ˌjəˈnetik(ə)lē /






adverb






















ectomorph

 
/ˈektəˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a person with a lean and delicate body build.

Compare with endomorph
 and mesomorph
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ectomorphic

 
/ˌektəˈmôrfik /






adjective













2.
 
ectomorphy






noun



















– origin

 1940s: 
ecto-

 from 
ectodermal

 (being the layer of the embryo giving rise to physical characteristics that predominate) + -morph
 .






-ectomy





I.
 
combining form




denoting surgical removal of a specified part of the body




•
 
appendectomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ektomē

 ‘excision,’ from 
ek

 ‘out’ + 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’






ectoparasite

 
/ˌektəˈperəsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a parasite, such as a flea, that lives on the outside of its host.

Compare with endoparasite
 .








II.
 
derivatives





ectoparasitic

 
/-ˌparəˈsitik /






adjective





















ectopic

 
/ekˈtäpik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 in an abnormal place or position.








II.
 
noun




an ectopic pregnancy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
ectopia

 ‘presence of tissue, cells, etc., in an abnormal place’ (from Greek 
ektopos

 ‘out of place’) + -ic
 .





ectopic beat






noun




another term for extrasystole
 .













ectopic pregnancy

 
/ekˌtäpik ˈpreɡnənsē/






noun




a pregnancy in which the fetus develops outside the uterus, typically in a Fallopian tube.













ectoplasm

 
/ˈektəˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the more viscous, clear outer layer of the cytoplasm in amoeboid cells.

Compare with endoplasm
 .




2.
 
a supernatural viscous substance that is supposed to exude from the body of a medium during a spiritualistic trance and form the material for the manifestation of spirits.








II.
 
derivatives





ectoplasmic

 
/ˌektəˈplazəmik /






adjective





















Ectoprocta

 
/ˌektəˈpräktə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term for Bryozoa
 .




II.
 
derivatives





ectoproct

 
/ˈektəˌpräkt /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
ektos

 ‘outside or external’ + 
prōktos

 ‘anus.’





ectotherm

 
/ˈektəˌTHərm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal that is dependent on external sources of body heat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ectothermic






adjective













2.
 
ectothermy






noun





















ectropion

 
/ekˈtrōpēən, -pēˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition, typically a consequence of advanced age, in which the eyelid is turned outward away from the eyeball.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek, from 
ek-

 ‘out’ + 
trepein

 ‘to turn.’





ECU

 
/āˈk(y)o͞o /

 
ecu





I.
 
noun




the former official monetary unit of the European Union, used to evaluate the exchange rates and reserves of members of the European Monetary System on a common basis and in trading Eurobonds. It was replaced by the euro.











– origin

 acronym from 
European currency unit

 .





Ecuador

 
/ˈekwəˌdôr/







1.
 
a republic in northwestern South America, on the Pacific coast; pop. 14,573,100 (est. 2009); capital, Quito; languages, Spanish (official), Quechua.





Formerly part of the Inca empire, Ecuador was conquered by the Spanish in 1534. It remained part of Spain's American empire until 1822, when independence was gained.









Ecuadorian

 
/ˌekwəˈdôrēən /

 
Ecuadorean





I.
 
adjective




relating to Ecuador or its people




•
 
the Ecuadorian government.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Ecuador




•
 
the Ecuadorians raced to victory, taking five out of the last six games.



















ecumenical

 
/ˌekyəˈmenək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
representing a number of different Christian churches.




2.
 
promoting or relating to unity among the world's Christian churches




•
 
ecumenical dialogue.














II.
 
derivatives





ecumenically






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘belonging to the universal Church’): via late Latin from Greek 
oikoumenikos

 , from 
oikoumenē

 ‘the (inhabited) earth.’





Ecumenical Patriarch






noun




a title of the Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople.













ecumenism

 
/ˈekyəməˌnizəm iˈkyo͞oːmənizəm/






noun




the principle or aim of promoting unity among the world's Christian churches.














eczema

 
/ˈeɡzəmə ˈeksəmə iɡˈzēmə/





I.
 
noun




a medical condition in which patches of skin become rough and inflamed, with blisters that cause itching and bleeding, sometimes resulting from a reaction to irritation (eczematous dermatitis) but more typically having no obvious external cause.








II.
 
derivatives





eczematous

 
/eɡˈzemədəs eɡˈzēmədəs iɡˈzēmədəs iɡˈzemədəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ekzema

 , from 
ekzein

 ‘boil over, break out,’ from 
ek-

 ‘out’ + 
zein

 ‘boil.’





ED






abbreviation



1.
 
eating disorder.




2.
 
election district.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 emergency department.




4.
 
erectile dysfunction.













ed.






abbreviation



1.
 
edited by.




2.
 
edition.




3.
 
editor.




4.
 
education.














-ed1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives:




2.
 
(added to nouns) having; possessing; affected by




•
 
talented




•
 
diseased.










3.
 
(added to nouns) characteristic of




•
 
ragged.










4.
 
used in phrases consisting of adjective and noun




•
 
bad-tempered




•
 
three-sided.

















– origin

 Old English 
-ede

 .






-ed2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming:




2.
 
the past tense and past participle of weak verbs




•
 
landed




•
 
walked.










3.
 
participial adjectives




•
 
wounded.

















– origin

 Old English 
-ed

 , 
-ad

 , 
-od

 .





edacious

 
/əˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of, relating to, or given to eating.








II.
 
derivatives





edacity

 
/əˈdasədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
edax

 , 
edac-

 (from 
edere

 ‘eat’) + -ious
 .





Edam

 
/ˈēdəm/





I.
 
noun




a round Dutch cheese, typically pale yellow with a red wax coating.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the town of 
Edam

 in the Netherlands.





edamame

 
/ˌedəˈmämā/





I.
 
noun




a dish of green soybeans boiled or steamed in their pods.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘beans on a branch.’





edaphic

 
/əˈdafik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 of, produced by, or influenced by the soil.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
edaphos

 ‘floor’ + -ic
 .





edaphosaur

 
/ˈedəfōsôr /

 
edaphosaurus





I.
 
noun




a large herbivorous synapsid reptile of the late Carboniferous and early Permian periods, with long knobbly spines on its back supporting a sail-like crest.

[Genus 
Edaphosaurus

 , order 
Pelycosuria

 , subclass 
Synapsida

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





edaphosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
edaphos

 ‘floor’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





e-dating






noun




another term for online dating
 .




•
 
even in the modern age, e-dating remains a risky business.



















EDC






abbreviation




Export Development Canada; a Crown corporation that facilitates trade between Canada and other countries




•
 
EDC has opened the door to over $38 billion in new exports.



















Edda

 
/ˈedə/





I.
 
either of two 13th-century Icelandic books, the 
Elder

 or 
Poetic Edda

 (a collection of Old Norse poems on Norse legends) and the 
Younger

 or 
Prose Edda

 (a handbook to Icelandic poetry by Snorri Sturluson). The Eddas are the chief source of knowledge of Scandinavian mythology.







– origin

 either from the name of the great-grandmother in the Old Norse poem 
Rigsthul

 , or from Old Norse 
óthr

 ‘poetry.’





eddo

 
/ˈedō/





I.
 
noun




a taro corm or plant, especially of a West Indian variety with many edible cormlets.

[
Colocasia esculenta

 var. 
antiquorum

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of West African origin.





eddy

 
/ˈedē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular movement of water, counter to a main current, causing a small whirlpool.




2.
 
a movement of wind, fog, or smoke resembling this.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water, air, or smoke) move in a circular way




•
 
the mists from the river eddied around the banks.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from the Germanic base of the Old English prefix 
ed-

 ‘again, back.’





Eddy, Mary Baker

 
/ˈedē/






(1821–1910), US religious leader; founder of the Christian Science movement. Long a victim of various ailments, she believed herself cured by a faith healer, 
Phineas Quimby

 (1802–1866), and later evolved her own system of spiritual healing.









eddy current






noun




a localized electric current induced in a conductor by a varying magnetic field.













Ede

 
/ˈādə/





I.
 
an industrial city in eastern Netherlands; pop. 107,686 (2008).




II.
 
an industrial town in southwestern Nigeria, northeast of Ibadan, in a predominantly Yoruba region; pop. 196,800 (est. 2005).









Edelman, Marian Wright

 
/ˈādlmən/






(1939–), US human rights activist; president of the Children's Defense Fund, which she founded in 1973. She wrote 
The Measure of Our Success: A Letter to My Children and Yours

 (1992).









edelweiss

 
/ˈādlˌwīs ˈādlˌvīs/





I.
 
noun




a European mountain plant that has woolly white bracts around its small flowers and downy gray-green leaves.

[
Leontopodium alpinum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
edel

 ‘noble’ + 
weiss

 ‘white.’






edema

 
/əˈdēmə /

 


‹Brit.›

 oedema





I.
 
noun




a condition characterized by an excess of watery fluid collecting in the cavities or tissues of the body.

Also called dropsy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





edematous

 
/əˈdemədəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, from Greek 
oidēma

 , from 
oidein

 ‘to swell.’





Eden

 
/ˈēdn /

 
Garden of Eden





I.
 
the place where Adam and Eve lived in the biblical account of the Creation, from which they were expelled for disobediently eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
an Eden

 )
 — a place or state of great happiness; an unspoiled paradise




•
 
the lost Eden of his childhood.













– origin

 from late Latin (Vulgate), Greek 
Ēdēn

 (Septuagint), and Hebrew 
῾Ēḏen

 ; perhaps related to Akkadian 
edinu

 , from Sumerian 
eden

 ‘plain, desert’ (but believed to be related to Hebrew 
῾ēḏen

 ‘delight’).





Eden, Anthony

 
/ˈēdn/






1st Earl of Avon (1897–1977), British Conservative statesman; prime minister 1955–57; full name 
Robert Anthony Eden

 . His premiership was dominated by the Suez crisis of 1956, and widespread opposition to Britain's role in this led to his resignation.









Edenic

 
/ēˈdenik/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the garden of Eden




•
 
the story of the Edenic fall.










2.
 
unspoiled and idyllic




•
 
an Edenic world of economic prosperity.



















Eden Prairie






a city in southeastern Minnesota, southwest of Minneapolis; pop. 61,191 (est. 2008).










Edentata

 
/ˌēdenˈtätə, -ˈtātə /

 

‹Zoology›







another term for Xenarthra
 .









edentate

 
/ēˈdenˌtāt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of an order distinguished by the lack of incisor and canine teeth. The edentates, which include anteaters, sloths, and armadillos, are all native to Central and South America.

[Order 
Xenarthra

 (or 
Edentata

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
edentatus

 , past participle of 
edentare

 ‘make toothless,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
dens, dent-

 ‘tooth.’





edentulous

 
/ēˈden(t)SHələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 lacking teeth.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
edentulus

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth’ + -ulous
 .





Ederle, Gertrude

 
/ˈedərlē/






(1906–2003), US swimmer; full name 
Gertrude Caroline Ederle

 . The winner of three Olympic medals in 1924, she became the first woman to swim the English Channel 1926, two hours faster than any man had done.









Edgar

 
/ˈedɡər/






(944–75), king of England 959–975; younger brother of Edwy. He became king of Northumbria and Mercia in 957 when these regions renounced their allegiance to Edwy. He succeeded to the throne of England on Edwy's death.










edge

 
/ej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outside limit of an object, area, or surface; a place or part farthest away from the center of something




•
 
a willow tree at the water's edge




•
 


‹figurative›

 these measures are merely tinkering at the edges of a wider issue.










2.
 
an area next to a steep drop




•
 
the cliff edge.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the point or state immediately before something unpleasant or momentous occurs




•
 
the economy was teetering on 
the edge of

 recession.










4.
 
the sharpened side of the blade of a cutting implement or weapon




•
 
a knife with a razor-sharp edge.










5.
 
the line along which two surfaces of a solid meet.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an intense, sharp, or striking quality




•
 
a flamenco singer brings a primitive edge to the music




•
 
she was still smiling, but there was 
an edge to

 her voice.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a quality or factor that gives superiority over close rivals or competitors




•
 
the veal had the edge on flavor.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide with a border or edge




•
 
the pool is edged with paving.










2.
 
move gradually, carefully, or furtively in a particular direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she tried to edge away from him




•
 
Nick 
edged his way

 through the crowd




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Hazel quietly edged him away from the others.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 defeat by a small margin




•
 
Connecticut avoided an upset and edged Yale 49–48.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give an intense or sharp quality to




•
 
the bitterness that edged her voice.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — ski with one's weight on the edges of one's skis.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on edge






tense, nervous, or irritable




•
 
never had she felt so on edge before an interview.















2.
 
on the edge of one's seat








‹informal›

 very excited and giving one's full attention to something.









3.
 
set someone's teeth on edge






(especially of an unpleasantly harsh sound) cause someone to feel intense discomfort or irritation




•
 
a grating that set her teeth on edge.















4.
 
take the edge off






reduce the intensity or effect of (something unpleasant or severe)




•
 
the tablets will take the edge off the pain.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





edge someone out






remove a person from an organization or role by indirect means




•
 
she was 
edged out of

 the organization by the director.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
edgeless

 
/ˈejləs /






adjective













2.
 
edger

 
/ˈejər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ecg

 ‘sharpened side of a blade,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
egge

 and German 
Ecke

 , also to Old Norse 
eggja

 (see egg
 2
 ), from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
acies

 ‘edge’ and Greek 
akis

 ‘point.’





edge city





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a relatively large urban area situated on the outskirts of a city, typically beside a major road.











– origin

 1991: coined by J. Garreau in a book of the same name.





edge connector






noun




an electrical connector with a row of contacts, fitted to the edge of a printed circuit board to facilitate connection to external circuits.













edged

 
/ejd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an object, area, or surface) having an outside edge or boundary of a specified kind


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a regular square-edged tile.










2.
 
(of an implement or weapon) having a sharpened blade for cutting




•
 
edged tools used by carpenters




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a single-edged razor blade.



















edge tool






noun




any tool with a sharp cutting edge.













edgewise

 
/ˈejˌwīz /

 
edgeways





I.
 
adverb, adjective




with the edge uppermost or toward the viewer


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
could be inserted edgewise between the teeth




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an edgewise view of our own galaxy.














II.
 
phrases





get a word in edgewise






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — contribute to a conversation with difficulty because the other speaker talks almost without pause.

















Edgewood

 
/ˈejwo͝od/






a community in northeastern Maryland that is noted for its US arsenal; pop. 23,378 (2000).









edging

 
/ˈejiNG/






noun



1.
 
a thing forming an edge or border




•
 
the crocheted edging of the cloth.










2.
 
the process of providing something with an edge or border.













edgy

 
/ˈejē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tense, nervous, or irritable




•
 
he became edgy and defensive.










2.
 
(of a musical performance or a piece of writing) having an intense or sharp quality.




3.
 


‹informal›

 at the forefront of a trend; experimental or avant-garde




•
 
their songs combine good music and smart, edgy ideas.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
edgily

 
/ˈejəlē /






adverb













2.
 
edginess

 
/ˈejēnəs /






noun





















EDI






abbreviation




electronic data interchange (a standard for exchanging information between computer systems).













edible

 
/ˈedəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




fit to be eaten (often used to contrast with unpalatable or poisonous examples)




•
 
nasturtium seeds are edible.














II.
 
noun

 — (
edibles

 )


1.
 
items of food.








III.
 
derivatives





edibility

 
/ˌedəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
edibilis

 , from Latin 
edere

 ‘eat.’





edict

 
/ˈēdikt/





I.
 
noun




an official order or proclamation issued by a person in authority.








II.
 
derivatives





edictal

 
/iˈdiktl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
edictum

 ‘something proclaimed,’ neuter past participle of 
edicere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
dicere

 ‘say, tell.’





edification

 
/ˌedəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the instruction or improvement of a person morally or intellectually




•
 
the idea that art's main purpose is to supply moral uplift and edification.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aedificatio(n-)

 , from 
aedificare

 ‘build’ (see edify
 ).






edifice

 
/ˈedəfəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 a building, especially a large, imposing one.




2.
 


‹formal›

 a complex system of beliefs




•
 
the concepts on which the edifice of capitalism was built.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
aedificium

 , from 
aedis

 ‘dwelling’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’






edify

 
/ˈedəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 instruct or improve (someone) morally or intellectually.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
edifier

 , from Latin 
aedificare

 ‘build,’ from 
aedis

 ‘dwelling’ + 
facere

 ‘make’ (compare with edifice
 ). The word originally meant ‘construct a building,’ also ‘strengthen,’ hence to “build up” morally or spiritually.





edifying

 
/ˈedəˌfīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




providing moral or intellectual instruction




•
 
edifying literature.














II.
 
derivatives





edifyingly






adverb





















Edina

 
/ēˈdīnə/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, southwest of Minneapolis; pop. 45,608 (est. 2008).









Edinburg

 
/ˈednˌbərɡ/






a city in southern Texas, in the Rio Grande valley; pop. 71,520 (est. 2008).









Edinburgh

 
/ˈed(ə)nbərə/






the capital of Scotland, on the southern shore of the Firth of Forth; pop. 449,100 (est. 2009). The city grew up around an 11th-century castle built by Malcolm III on a rocky ridge that dominates the landscape.









Edinburgh, Duke of






see Philip, Prince
 .









Edinburgh Festival

 
Edinburgh International Festival






an international festival of the arts held annually in Edinburgh since 1947. In addition to the main program a flourishing fringe festival has developed.









Edison

 
/ˈedəsən/






a township in eastern New Jersey, northeast of New Brunswick; pop. 99,706 (est. 2008). It is home to Thomas Edison's research laboratory in Menlo Park.









Edison, Thomas






(1847–1931), US inventor; full name 
Thomas Alva Edison

 . He took out the first of more than 1,000 patents at the age of 21. His inventions include automatic telegraph systems, the carbon microphone for telephones, the phonograph, and the carbon filament lamp.









edit

 
/ˈedət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare (written material) for publication by correcting, condensing, or otherwise modifying it




•
 
Volume I was edited by J. Johnson.










2.
 
choose material for (a movie or a radio or television program) and arrange it to form a coherent whole




•
 
the footage wasn't good enough to be edited into broadcast form




•
 (as 
adj.

 
edited

 )
 
an edited version drawn from several prerecorded performances.










3.
 
change (text) on a computer.




4.
 
(
edit something out

 )
 — remove unnecessary or inappropriate words, sounds, or scenes from a text, movie, or radio or television program.




5.
 
be editor of (a newspaper or magazine).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a change or correction made as a result of editing.




2.
 
a version of written, recorded, or filmed material made as a result of editing




•
 
a rough edit of some delightful Javanese gamelan music.










3.
 
a featured selection of clothes, accessories, beauty products, etc., from a particular season or collection




•
 
this is ELLE’s personal Autumn/Winter 2012 edit.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a verb): partly a back-formation from editor
 , reinforced by French 
éditer

 ‘to edit’ (from 
édition

 ‘edition’).





edit.






abbreviation



1.
 
edited.




2.
 
edition.




3.
 
editor.













editable

 
/ˈedədəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of text or software) in a format that can be edited by the user.














edition

 
/əˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular form or version of a published text




•
 
a paperback edition.










2.
 
a particular version of a text that has been revised or created from a substantially new setting of type




•
 
a first edition.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that is compared to another as a copy to an original




•
 
the building was a simpler edition of its namesake.










4.
 
the total number of copies of a book, newspaper, or other published material issued at one time.




5.
 
a particular version or instance of a regular program or broadcast




•
 
the Monday edition will be repeated on Wednesday afternoons.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
édition

 , from Latin 
editio(n-)

 , from 
edere

 ‘put out,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
dare

 ‘give.’





editio princeps

 
/eˈditēō ˈprinkeps, iˈdiSHēō ˈprinseps/





I.
 
noun




the first printed edition of a book.











– origin

 Latin, from 
editio(n-)

 ‘edition’ and 
princeps

 ‘chief, leader’ (from 
primus

 ‘first’).






editor

 
/ˈedədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is in charge of and determines the final content of a text, particularly a newspaper or magazine




•
 
the editor of 
The New York Times






•
 
a sports editor.










2.
 
a person who works for a publishing company, commissioning or preparing material for publication.




3.
 
a computer program enabling the user to enter or alter text.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘producer (of games), publisher,’ from 
edit-

 ‘produced, put forth,’ from the verb 
edere

 .






editorial

 
/ˌedəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the commissioning or preparing of material for publication




•
 
a pillar of scholarly publishing and editorial excellence.










2.
 
of or relating to the part of a newspaper or magazine that contains news, information, or comment as opposed to advertising.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a newspaper article written by or on behalf of an editor that gives an opinion on a topical issue.




2.
 
the parts of a newspaper or magazine that are not advertising.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
editorialist

 
/ˌedəˈtôrēələst /






noun













2.
 
editorially

 
/ˌedəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb





















editorialize

 
/ˌedəˈtôrēəˌlīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a newspaper, editor, or broadcasting organization) make comments or express opinions rather than just report the news.













editorship

 
/ˈedədərˌSHip/






noun




the position of editor in charge of a newspaper, magazine, or multiauthor book




•
 
in 1877 Digby assumed the editorship of the 
Madras Times

 .



















editress

 
/ˈeditris/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for editrix
 .











usage:

 See usage at -ess
 1
 .






editrix

 
/ˈeditriks/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a female editor.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from editor
 + -trix
 .





edit suite






noun




a room containing equipment for electronically editing video-recorded material.













Ed.M.





I.
 
abbreviation




master of education.











– origin

 from Latin 
Educationis Magister

 .





Edmond

 
/ˈedmənd/






a city in central Oklahoma, an oil center north of Oklahoma City; pop. 79,559 (est. 2008).









Edmonds

 
/ˈedməndz/






a city in west central Washington, on Puget Sound, north of Seattle; pop. 40,158 (est. 2008).









Edmonton

 
/ˈedmənt(ə)n/






the capital of the province of Alberta, in western Canada, on the North Saskatchewan River; pop. 730,372 (2006).









Edmund

 
/ˈedmənd/





I.
 
the name of two kings of England.




II.
 


Edmund I

 (921–946), reigned 939–946. After succeeding Athelstan, Edmund spent much of his reign trying to win his northern lands back from Norse control.




III.
 


Edmund II

 (
c.

 980–1016), son of Ethelred the Unready; reigned 1016; known as 
Edmund Ironside

 . Edmund led the resistance to Canute's forces in 1015, but was eventually defeated and forced to divide the kingdom with Canute. On Edmund's death, Canute became king of all England.









Edmund, St.






(
c.

 1175–1240), English churchman and teacher; archbishop of Canterbury 1234–40; born 
Edmund Rich

 . He was the last primate of all of England. Feast day, November 16.









Edmund Campion, St.






see Campion, St. Edmund
 .









Edmund the Martyr, St.






(
c.

 841–870), king of East Anglia 855–870. After the defeat of his army by the invading Danes in 870, tradition holds that he was captured and shot with arrows for refusing to reject the Christian faith or to share power with his pagan conqueror. Feast day, November 20.









Edo1


 
/ˈedō/






former name of Tokyo
 .









Edo2


 
/ˈedō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting the district of Benin in Nigeria.




2.
 
the Benue-Congo language of the Edo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Edo or their language.











– origin

 the name of Benin City in Edo.





Edomite

 
/ˈēdəˌmīt/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Edom, an ancient region south of the Dead Sea, or its people.








II.
 
noun




a member of an ancient people living in Edom in biblical times, traditionally believed to be descended from Esau.













EDP






abbreviation




electronic data processing.













EDT

 
/ˈˌē ˈˌdē ˈtē/






abbreviation




Eastern Daylight Time (see Eastern time
 ).













EDTA






abbreviation






[Chemistry]

 ethylenediamine tetra-acetic acid, a crystalline acid with a strong tendency to form chelates with metal ions.

[Chem. formula: (CH2
 COOH)2
 NCH2
 CH2
 N(CH2
 COOH)2
 .]













educ.






abbreviation



1.
 
educated.




2.
 
education.




3.
 
educational.













educable

 
/ˈejəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be educated




•
 
we must have teachers who believe that every child is educable.














II.
 
derivatives





educability

 
/ˌejəkəˈbilitē /






noun






















educate

 
/ˈejəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give intellectual, moral, and social instruction to (someone, especially a child), typically at a school or university




•
 
she was educated at a boarding school.










2.
 
provide or pay for instruction for (one's child), especially at a school.




3.
 
give (someone) training in or information on a particular field




•
 
the need to educate people to conserve water




•
 
a plan to 
educate

 the young 
on

 the dangers of drug-taking.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
educat-

 ‘led out,’ from the verb 
educare

 , related to 
educere

 ‘lead out’ (see educe
 ).





educated

 
/ˈejəˌkādəd/






adjective



1.
 
having been educated


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a Harvard-educated lawyer.










2.
 
resulting from or having had a good education




•
 
educated tastes.



















educated guess






noun




a guess based on knowledge and experience and therefore likely to be correct.














education

 
/ˌejəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of receiving or giving systematic instruction, especially at a school or university




•
 
a new system of public education.










2.
 
the theory and practice of teaching




•
 
colleges of education.










3.
 
a body of knowledge acquired while being educated




•
 
his education is encyclopedic and eclectic.










4.
 
information about or training in a particular field or subject




•
 
health education.










5.
 
(
an education

 )
 — an enlightening experience




•
 
a day with those kids was an education in patience and forbearance.














II.
 
derivatives





educationist

 
/ˌejəˈkāSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
educatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
educare

 (see educate
 ).





educational

 
/ˌejəˈkāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the provision of education




•
 
children with special educational needs.










2.
 
intended or serving to educate or enlighten.








II.
 
derivatives





educationalist

 
/ˌejəˈkāSHənləst ˌejəˈkāSHnələst /






noun





















educationally

 
/ˌejəˈkāSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to the provision of education




•
 
youngsters will benefit educationally and socially




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
students from the most educationally disadvantaged backgrounds.



















educational psychology






noun




a branch of psychology that studies children in an educational setting and is concerned with teaching and learning methods, cognitive development, and aptitude assessment.













educationese

 
/ˌejəˌkāSHənˈēz/






noun






‹informal›

 jargon used by people involved in the field of education




•
 
the document is filled with educationese.



















educative

 
/ˈejəˌkādiv/






adjective




intended or serving to educate or enlighten; educational




•
 
a useful educative tool.



















educator

 
/ˈejəˌkādər/






noun




a person who provides instruction or education; a teacher




•
 
the perspective of a professional educator.




















educe

 
/ēˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 bring out or develop (something latent or potential)




•
 
out of love obedience is to be educed.










2.
 


‹formal›

 infer (something) from data




•
 
more information can be educed from these statistics.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
educible

 
/ēˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
eduction

 
/ēˈdəkSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
educere

 ‘lead out,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





educrat

 
/ˈejəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an education administrator.











– origin

 blend of 
education

 and 
bureaucrat

 .





edulcorate

 
/əˈdəlkəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make (something) more acceptable or palatable.








II.
 
derivatives





edulcoration

 
/əˌdəlkəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
edulcorat-

 ‘sweetened,’ from the verb 
edulcorare

 , from Latin 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
dulcor

 ‘sweetness.’





edutainment

 
/ˌejəˈtānmənt/





I.
 
noun




entertainment, especially computer games, with an educational aspect.











– origin

 1980s: blend of education
 and entertainment
 .





Edw.






abbreviation




Edward.













Edward

 
/ˈedwərd/





I.
 
the name of six kings of England and also one of Great Britain and Ireland and one of the United Kingdom.




II.
 


Edward I

 (1239–1307), son of Henry III; reigned 1272–1307; known as 
the Hammer of the Scots

 . His campaign against Prince Llewelyn ended with the annexation of Wales in 1284, but he failed to conquer Scotland.




III.
 


Edward II

 (1284–1327), son of Edward I; reigned 1307–27. In 1314, he was defeated by Robert the Bruce at Bannockburn. In 1326, Edward's wife, Isabella of France, and her lover, Roger de Mortimer, invaded England; Edward was deposed in favor of his son and murdered.




IV.
 


Edward III

 (1312–77), son of Edward II; reigned 1327–77. In 1330, he took control of his kingdom, banishing Isabella and executing Mortimer. He supported 
Edward de Baliol

 , the pretender to the Scottish throne, and started the Hundred Years War.




V.
 


Edward IV

 (1442–83), son of 
Richard, Duke of York;

 reigned 1461–83. He became king after defeating the Lancastrian Henry VI. Edward was briefly forced into exile 1470–01 by the Earl of Warwick but regained his position with victory at Tewkesbury in 1471.




VI.
 


Edward V

 (1470–
c.

 1483), son of Edward IV; reigned 1483 but not crowned. Edward and his brother Richard, known as the Princes in the Tower, were probably murdered and the throne was taken by their uncle, Richard III.




VII.
 


Edward VI

 (1537–53), son of Henry VIII; reigned 1547–53. His reign saw the establishment of Protestantism as the state religion.




VIII.
 


Edward VII

 (1841–1910), son of Queen Victoria; reigned 1901–10. Although he played little part in government on coming to the throne, his popularity helped to revitalize the monarchy.




IX.
 


Edward VIII

 (1894–1972), son of George V; reigned 1936 but not crowned. Edward abdicated 11 months after coming to the throne in order to marry a US divorcée, Mrs. Wallis Simpson. He was given the title the duke of Windsor by George VI.









Edward, Lake






a lake on the border between Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire). It is linked to Lake Albert by the Semliki River.









Edward, Prince






Edward Antony Richard Louis, Earl of Wessex (1964–), third son of Elizabeth II. In 1999, he married Sophie Rhys-Jones.









Edward, Prince of Wales






see Black Prince
 .









Edwardian

 
/edˈwôrdēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of the reign of King Edward VII




•
 
the Edwardian era




•
 
a fine Edwardian house.














II.
 
noun




a person who lived during the Edwardian period.













Edwardiana

 
/edˌwôrdēˈanə, -ˌwär-/






plural noun




articles, especially collectors' items, from the reign of Edward VII.













Edwards, John






(1953–), US politician. A Democrat from North Carolina, he was a trial lawyer before running for political office. He served in the US Senate 1999–2005 and was the Democratic candidate for vice president in 2004.









Edwards, Jonathan

 
/ˈedwərdz/






(1703–58), American cleric and theologian. He was known for the extreme Calvinism of his preaching and writing.









Edward the Confessor, St.






(
c.

 1003–66), son of Ethelred the Unready; king of England 1042–66. He founded Westminster Abbey, where he was eventually buried. Feast day, October 13.









Edward the Elder






(
c.

 870–924), son of Alfred the Great; king of Wessex 899–924. His military successes against the Danes made it possible for his son Athelstan to become the first king of all of England in 925.









Edward the Martyr, St.






(
c.

 963–978), son of Edgar; king of England 975–978. He was faced with a challenge for the throne by supporters of his half-brother, Ethelred, who eventually had him murdered. Feast day, March 18.









Edwy

 
/ˈedwē /

 
Eadwig






(died 959), king of England 955–957. He was about 15 years old when he became king. After Mercia and Northumbria renounced him in favor of his brother Edgar, he ruled over only the lands south of the Thames River.









EE






abbreviation



1.
 
electrical engineer.




2.
 
electrical engineering.














-ee





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting the person affected directly or indirectly by the action of the formative verb




•
 
employee




•
 
lessee.










3.
 
denoting a person described as or concerned with




•
 
absentee




•
 
patentee.










4.
 
denoting an object of relatively smaller size




•
 
goatee.

















– origin

 from Anglo-Norman French 
-é

 , from Latin 
-atus

 (past participial ending). Some forms are anglicized modern French nouns (e.g., 
refugee

 from 
réfugié

 ).





EEA






abbreviation




European Economic Area, a free-trade zone created in 1994, composed of the states of the European Union together with Iceland, Norway, and Liechtenstein.













EEC

 
/ˌē ˌē ˈsē/






abbreviation



1.
 
European Economic Community.




2.
 
echoencephalograph.













e-edition

 
/ˈēəˌdiSH(ə)n/






noun




a digital edition of a printed book, newspaper, or journal, which can be read on a computer or mobile device




•
 
a free e-edition is also available via the website.



















EEG






abbreviation



1.
 
electroencephalogram.




2.
 
electroencephalograph.




3.
 
electroencephalography.













eejit

 
/ˈējit/






noun






‹informal›

 Irish and Scottish form of idiot
 .













eek

 
/ēk/






exclamation






‹informal›

 used as an expression of alarm, horror, or surprise.














eel

 
/ēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a snakelike fish with a slender elongated body and poorly developed fins, proverbial for its slipperiness




•
 
the man was wanted in a dozen countries but was as slippery as an eel.







[Order 
Anguilliformes

 : many families, in particular 
Anguillidae

 , which comprises mainly freshwater eels that breed in the sea, including the common 
Anguilla anguilla

 of Europe and the 
American eel

 (
A. rostrata

 ).]




2.
 
used in names of unrelated fishes that resemble the true eels, e.g., 
electric eel

 , 
moray eel

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eellike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
eely






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ǣl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aal

 and German 
Aal

 .





Eelam

 
/ˈēˌlam/






the proposed homeland of the Tamil people of Sri Lanka, for which the Tamil Tigers separatist group fought until their defeat in 2009.










eelgrass

 
/ˈēlɡras/






noun



1.
 
a marine plant with long ribbonlike leaves that grows in coastal waters and brackish inlets.

[
Zostera marina

 , family 
Zosteraceae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for tape grass
 .














eelpout

 
/ˈēlpout/





I.
 
noun




a fish of cool or cold seas, having a broad head with thick lips and an elongated body with the dorsal and anal fins continuous with the tail.

[Family 
Zoarcidae

 : numerous genera and species, including the widely distributed northern European viviparous blenny (
Zoarces viviparus

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
ǣlepūta

 (see eel
 , pout
 2
 ).





eelworm

 
/ˈēlwərm/






noun




a nematode, especially a small soil nematode that can become a serious pest of crops and ornamental plants.













Eemian

 
/ˈēmēən /

 
Eem





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the most recent interglacial period of the Pleistocene in northern Europe, preceding the Weichsel glaciation.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Eemian

 or 
Eem

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Eemian interglacial or the system of deposits laid down during it.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Eem

 , the name of a river in the Netherlands, + -ian
 .





e'en

 
/ēn /

 

‹literary›







contraction




even.













-een





I.
 
suffix






(Irish)

 forming diminutive nouns such as 
colleen

 .











– origin

 from the Irish diminutive suffix 
-ín

 .





eensy

 
/ˈēn(t)sē /

 
eensy-weensy






adjective






‹informal›

 extremely small; tiny.













EEO






abbreviation




equal employment opportunity.













EEPROM

 
/ˌē-ēˈpräm, ˈēˌpräm, ˈdəbəl ē ˈpräm/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a read-only memory whose contents can be erased and reprogrammed using a pulsed voltage.











– origin

 acronym from 
electrically erasable programmable ROM

 .





e'er

 
/er /

 

‹literary›







contraction




ever.














-eer





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming nouns) denoting a person concerned with or engaged in an activity




•
 
auctioneer




•
 
puppeteer.










2.
 
(forming verbs) denoting concern or involvement with an activity




•
 
electioneer




•
 
profiteer.

















– origin

 from French 
-ier

 , from Latin 
-arius

 ; verbs (
sense

 2) are often back-formations (e.g., 
electioneer

 from 
electioneering

 ).





eerie

 
/ˈirē/





I.
 
adjective




strange and frightening




•
 
an eerie green glow in the sky.














II.
 
derivatives





eeriness

 
/ˈirēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally northern English and Scots in the sense ‘fearful’): probably from Old English 
earg

 ‘cowardly,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
arg

 .





eerily

 
/ˈirilē/






adverb




in a strange and frightening manner




•
 
their footsteps echoed eerily




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the streets are eerily quiet.



















Eeyorish

 
/ˈē(y)ôriSH /

 
Eeyoreish





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 pessimistic or gloomy




•
 
one of the most Eeyorish speeches we have ever heard.

















– origin

 1990s: from 
Eeyore

 , the name of a donkey in A. A. Milne's 
Winnie-the-Pooh

 (1926), characterized by his gloomy outlook on life.





ef-





I.
 
prefix




variant spelling of ex-
 1
 . assimilated before 
f

 (as in 
efface

 , 
effloresce

 ).











usage:

 See usage at ex-
 1
 .





EFA






abbreviation




essential fatty acid.














eff

 
/ef/





I.
 
noun, verb






‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “fuck.”








II.
 
phrases





eff and blind








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 use vulgar expletives; swear




•
 
You can eff and blind all you want; the rules still stand.







[
blind

 from its use in vulgar imprecations such as 
blind me

 (see blimey
 ).]















– origin

 1950s: the letter 
F

 represented as a word.





eff.






abbreviation




efficiency.














effable

 
/ˈefəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 able to be described in words.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
effabilis

 , from 
effari

 ‘utter.’





efface

 
/əˈfās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
erase (a mark) from a surface




•
 
with time, the words are effaced by the frost and the rain




•
 


‹figurative›

 his anger was effaced when he stepped into the open air.










2.
 
(
efface oneself

 )
 — make oneself appear insignificant or inconspicuous.








II.
 
derivatives





effacement

 
/əˈfāsmənt eˈfāsmənt ēˈfāsmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘pardon or be absolved from (an offense)’): from French 
effacer

 , from 
e-

 (from Latin 
ex-

 ‘away from’) + 
face

 ‘face.’






effect

 
/əˈfekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a change that is a result or consequence of an action or other cause




•
 
the lethal effects of hard drugs




•
 
politicians really do have some effect on the lives of ordinary people.










2.
 
the state of being or becoming operative.




3.
 
the extent to which something succeeds or is operative




•
 
wind power can be used to great effect.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 a physical phenomenon, typically named after its discoverer




•
 
the Doppler effect.










5.
 
an impression produced in the mind of a person




•
 
gentle music can have a soothing effect.










6.
 
(
effects

 )
 — the lighting, sound, or scenery used in a play, movie, or broadcast




•
 
the production relied too much on spectacular effects.










7.
 
(
effects

 )
 — personal belongings




•
 
the insurance covers personal effects.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to happen; bring about




•
 
nature always effected a cure




•
 
budget cuts that were quietly effected over four years.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come into effect






become operative; start to apply




•
 
similar legislation came into effect in Wales on the same date.




•
 
the Kyoto Protocol officially came into effect last week.















2.
 
for effect






in order to impress people




•
 
I suspect he's controversial for effect.















3.
 
in effect





a.
 
in operation; in force




•
 
a moratorium in effect since 1985 has been lifted.










b.
 
used to convey that something is the case in practice even if it is not formally acknowledged to be so




•
 
additional payments that are in effect an entrance tax.















4.
 
put (or bring or carry) something into effect






cause something to apply or become operative




•
 
they succeeded in putting their strategies into effect.















5.
 
take effect






become operative; start to apply




•
 
the ban is to take effect in six months.















6.
 
to the effect that






used to refer to the general sense of something written or spoken




•
 
some comments to the effect that my essay was a little light on analysis.















7.
 
to that effect






having that result, purpose, or meaning




•
 
she thought it a foolish rule and put a notice to that effect in a newspaper.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
effectus

 , from 
efficere

 ‘accomplish,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out, thoroughly’ + 
facere

 ‘do, make.’ 
Sense

 3 
of the

 noun, ‘personal belongings,’ arose from the obsolete sense ‘something acquired on completion of an action.’ / 
usage:

 For the differences in use between 
effect

 and 
affect

 , see usage at affect
 1
 .





effective

 
/əˈfektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
successful in producing a desired or intended result




•
 
effective solutions to environmental problems.










2.
 
(especially of a law or policy) operative




•
 
the agreements will be 
effective from

 November.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — fulfilling a specified function in fact, though not formally acknowledged as such




•
 
the region did not come under effective Dutch control until 1904.










4.
 
assessed according to actual rather than face value




•
 
an effective price of $176 million.










5.
 
impressive; striking




•
 
an effective finale.














II.
 
noun




a soldier fit and available for service.








III.
 
derivatives





effectivity

 
/ˌefekˈtivitē, ˌēfek- /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
effectivus

 , from 
efficere

 ‘work out, accomplish’ (see effect
 ).





effective demand






noun






[Economics]

 the level of demand that represents a real intention to purchase by people with the means to pay.













effectively

 
/əˈfektəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
in such a manner as to achieve a desired result




•
 
make sure that resources are used effectively.










2.
 
actually but not officially or explicitly




•
 
they were effectively controlled by the people they were supposed to be investigating




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
effectively, this means that companies will be able to avoid regulations.



















effectiveness

 
/iˈfektivnəs/






noun




the degree to which something is successful in producing a desired result; success




•
 
the effectiveness of the treatment.



















effective temperature






noun






[Physics]

 the temperature of an object calculated from the radiation it emits, assuming black-body behavior.













effector

 
/əˈfektər/






noun






[Biology]

 an organ or cell that acts in response to a stimulus


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
effector cells.




















effectual

 
/əˈfek(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of something inanimate or abstract) successful in producing a desired or intended result; effective




•
 
tobacco smoke is the most effectual protection against the mosquito.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
effectuality

 
/əˌfek(t)SHəˈwalədē /






noun













2.
 
effectually

 
/əˈfek(t)SH(o͞o)əlē /






adverb













3.
 
effectualness

 
/əˈfek(t)SH(o͞o)əlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
effectualis

 , from Latin 
effectus

 (see effect
 ).





effectuate

 
/əˈfek(t)SHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 put into force or operation




•
 
school choice would effectuate a transfer of power from government to individuals.














II.
 
derivatives





effectuation

 
/əˌfek(t)SHəˈwāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
effectuat-

 ‘caused to happen,’ from the verb 
effectuare

 , from Latin 
effectus

 (see effect
 ).





effeminate

 
/əˈfemənət/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man) having or showing characteristics regarded as typical of a woman; unmanly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
effeminacy

 
/əˈfemənəsē /






noun













2.
 
effeminately

 
/əˈfemənətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
effeminatus

 , past participle of 
effeminare

 ‘make feminine,’ from 
ex-

 (expressing a change of state) + 
femina

 ‘woman.’





effendi

 
/əˈfendē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man of high education or social standing in an eastern Mediterranean or Arab country.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a title of respect or courtesy in Turkey.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Turkish 
efendi

 , from modern Greek 
aphentēs

 , from Greek 
authentēs

 ‘lord, master.’






efferent

 
/ˈefərənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 conducted or conducting outward or away from something (for nerves, the central nervous system; for blood vessels, the organ supplied).

The opposite of afferent
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
efferent-

 ‘carrying out,’ from the verb 
efferre

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
ferre

 ‘carry.’






effervesce

 
/ˌefərˈves/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) give off bubbles.




2.
 
be vivacious and enthusiastic.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
effervescere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, up’ + 
fervescere

 ‘begin to boil’ (from 
fervere

 ‘be hot, boil’).





effervescence

 
/ˌefərˈvesəns/






noun



1.
 
bubbles in a liquid; fizz




•
 
the effervescence of sparkling wine.










2.
 
vivacity and enthusiasm




•
 
he was filled with such effervescence.



















effervescent

 
/ˌefərˈves(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a liquid) giving off bubbles; fizzy.




2.
 
vivacious and enthusiastic




•
 
effervescent young people.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
effervescent-

 ‘boiling up,’ from the verb 
effervescere

 (see effervesce
 ).





effete

 
/əˈfēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) affected, overrefined, and ineffectual




•
 
effete trendies from art college.










2.
 
no longer capable of effective action




•
 
the authority of an effete aristocracy began to dwindle.














II.
 
derivatives





effeteness

 
/əˈfētnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘no longer fertile, past bearing young’): from Latin 
effetus

 ‘worn out by bearing young,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
fetus

 ‘breeding’; related to fetus
 .






efficacious

 
/ˌefəˈkāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (typically of something inanimate or abstract) successful in producing a desired or intended result; effective




•
 
the vaccine has proved both efficacious and safe.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
efficaciously

 
/ˌefəˈkāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
efficaciousness

 
/ˌefəˈkāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
efficax

 , 
efficac-

 (from 
efficere

 ‘accomplish’: see effect
 ) + -ious
 .





efficacy

 
/ˈefəkəsē/





I.
 
noun




the ability to produce a desired or intended result




•
 
there is little information on the efficacy of this treatment.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
efficacia

 , from 
efficax

 , 
efficac-

 (see efficacious
 ).





efficiency

 
/əˈfiSHənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being efficient




•
 
greater energy efficiency.










2.
 
an action designed to achieve this




•
 
to increase efficiencies and improve earnings.










3.
 


‹technical›

 the ratio of the useful work performed by a machine or in a process to the total energy expended or heat taken in.




4.
 
short for efficiency apartment
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘the fact of being an efficient cause’): from Latin 
efficientia

 , from 
efficere

 ‘accomplish’ (see effect
 ).






efficiency apartment

 
/ /

 
efficiency






noun




an apartment in which one room typically contains the kitchen, living, and sleeping quarters, with a separate bathroom.














efficient

 
/əˈfiSHənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a system or machine) achieving maximum productivity with minimum wasted effort or expense




•
 
fluorescent lamps are efficient at converting electricity into light.










2.
 
(of a person) working in a well-organized and competent way




•
 
an efficient administrator.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — preventing the wasteful use of a particular resource




•
 
an energy-efficient heating system.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘making, causing,’ usually in efficient cause
 ): from Latin 
efficient-

 ‘accomplishing,’ from the verb 
efficere

 (see effect
 ). The current sense dates from the late 18th cent.






efficient cause






noun






[Philosophy]

 an agent that brings a thing into being or initiates a change.













efficiently

 
/əˈfiSHəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that achieves maximum productivity with minimum wasted effort or expense




•
 
it is essential to make sure businesses operate efficiently to maximize profits




•
 
they recycle waste cheaply and efficiently.










2.
 
in a well-organized and competent way




•
 
he worked efficiently to accomplish the tasks set.



















effigy

 
/ˈefijē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sculpture or model of a person




•
 
coins bearing the effigy of Maria Theresa of Austria.










2.
 
a roughly made model of a particular person, made in order to be damaged or destroyed as a protest or expression of anger




•
 
the senator was 
burned in effigy

 .

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
effigies

 , from 
effingere

 ‘to fashion (artistically),’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
fingere

 ‘to shape.’





effing

 
/ˈefiNG/






adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for ‘fucking’, for emphasis or to express annoyance




•
 
give me an effing break!




•
 
that was an effing awful thing to pray for.



















effleurage

 
/ˌefləˈräZH/





I.
 
noun




a form of massage involving a circular stroking movement made with the palm of the hand.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
massage with a circular stroking movement




•
 
effleurage the shoulders and press gently.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
effleurer

 ‘skim the surface, stroke lightly,’ literally ‘remove the flower or “outer beauty” of (something).’





effloresce

 
/ˌefləˈres/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a substance) lose moisture and turn to a fine powder upon exposure to air.




2.
 
(of salts) come to the surface of brickwork, rock, or other material and crystallize there.




3.
 
(of a surface) become covered with salt particles.




4.
 
reach an optimum stage of development; blossom




•
 
simple concepts that 
effloresce into

 testable conclusions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
efflorescence

 
/ˌefləˈresns /






noun













2.
 
efflorescent

 
/ˌefləˈres(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
efflorescere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
florescere

 ‘begin to bloom’ (from 
florere

 ‘to bloom,’ from 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower’).






effluence

 
/ˈeflo͞oəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that flows out from something.




2.
 
the action of flowing out.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
effluentia

 , from Latin 
effluere

 ‘flow out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





effluent

 
/ˈeflo͞oənt/





I.
 
noun




liquid waste or sewage discharged into a river or the sea




•
 
the bay was contaminated with the effluent from an industrial plant.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the adjective sense ‘flowing out’): from Latin 
effluent-

 ‘flowing out,’ from the verb 
effluere

 (see effluence
 ). The noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





effluvium

 
/əˈflo͞ovēəm/





I.
 
noun




an unpleasant or harmful odor, secretion, or discharge




•
 
the unwholesome effluvia of decaying vegetable matter.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
effluere

 ‘flow out.’





efflux

 
/eˈfləks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 the flowing out of a particular substance or particle.




2.
 


‹technical›

 material flowing out.




3.
 


‹technical›

 another term for effluxion
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
effluxus

 , from 
effluere

 ‘flow out.’





effluxion

 
/eˈfləkSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
efflux

 )
 — 

[Law]

 the passing of time, in particular when leading to the expiration of an agreement or contract.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of flowing out.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
effluxio(n-)

 , from 
effluere

 ‘flow out.’





effort

 
/ˈefərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vigorous or determined attempt




•
 
hammer birdhouses to country fenceposts 
in an effort to

 bring back the eastern bluebird.










2.
 
the result of an attempt




•
 
he was a keen gardener, winning many prizes for his efforts.










3.
 
strenuous physical or mental exertion




•
 
the doctor spared no effort in helping my father.










4.
 


‹technical›

 a force exerted by a machine or in a process.




5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the activities of a group of people with a common purpose




•
 
the war effort.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
effortful






adjective













2.
 
effortfully






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from Old French 
esforcier

 , based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





effortless

 
/ˈefərtləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
requiring no physical or mental exertion




•
 
went up the steps in two effortless bounds.










2.
 
achieved with admirable ease




•
 
her effortless sense of style.














II.
 
derivatives





effortlessness

 
/ˈefərtləsnəs /






noun





















effortlessly

 
/ˈefərtləslē/






adverb




in a manner requiring no physical or mental exertion




•
 
I watched the man effortlessly glide across the mountainside trail




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
effortlessly cool models.



















effrontery

 
/əˈfrən(t)ərē/





I.
 
noun




insolent or impertinent behavior




•
 
one juror 
had the effrontery to

 challenge the coroner's decision.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
effronterie

 , based on late Latin 
effrons

 , 
effront-

 ‘shameless, barefaced,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
frons

 ‘forehead.’





effulgent

 
/əˈfo͝oljənt əˈfəljənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 shining brightly; radiant.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (of a person or their expression) emanating joy or goodness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
effulgence

 
/əˈfo͝oljəns ēˈfo͝oljəns əˈfəljəns ēˈfəljəns /






noun













2.
 
effulgently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (earlier (mid 17th cent.) as 
effulgence

 ): from Latin 
effulgent-

 ‘shining brightly,’ from the verb 
effulgere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
fulgere

 ‘to shine.’






effuse

 
/əˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give off (a liquid, light, smell, or quality).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — talk in an unrestrained, excited manner




•
 
this was the type of material that they effused about.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
effusus

 , past participle of 
effundere

 ‘pour out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





effusion

 
/əˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of giving off something such as a liquid, light, or smell




•
 
a massive effusion of poisonous gas.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 an escape of fluid into a body cavity.




3.
 
an act of talking or writing in an unrestrained or heartfelt way




•
 
literary effusions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
effusio(n-)

 , from 
effundere

 ‘pour out’ (see effuse
 ).





effusive

 
/əˈfyo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressing feelings of gratitude, pleasure, or approval in an unrestrained or heartfelt manner




•
 
an effusive welcome.










2.
 


[Geology]

 (of igneous rock) poured out when molten and later solidified.




3.
 
of or relating to the eruption of large volumes of molten rock.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
effusively

 
/əˈfyo͞osəvlē ēˈfyo͞osəvlē əˈfyo͞ozəvlē ēˈfyo͞ozəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
effusiveness

 
/əˈfyo͞osivnis ēˈfyo͞osivnis əˈfyo͞ozivnis ēˈfyo͞ozivnis /






noun





















Efik

 
/ˈefik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southern Nigeria.




2.
 
the Benue-Congo language of the Efik, closely related to Ibibio, and used as a lingua franca.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Efik or their language.











– origin

 the name in Efik.





e-fit

 
/ˈēfit/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 an electronic picture of the face of a person being sought by the police, created by a computer program from composite photographs of facial features.











– origin

 1980s: from 
e-

 ‘electronic’ and 
fit

 , on the pattern of photofit
 .





EFL

 
/ˌē ˌef ˈel/






abbreviation




English as a foreign language.













EFM






abbreviation




electronic fetal monitor.














eft

 
/eft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a newt.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the juvenile stage of a newt.











– origin

 Old English 
efeta

 , of unknown origin. Compare with newt
 .





EFTA

 
/ˈeftə/






abbreviation




European Free Trade Association.













EFTPOS

 
/ˈeftpäs ˈeftpôs/






abbreviation




electronic funds transfer at point of sale.













EFTS






abbreviation




electronic funds transfer system.













e.g.

 
/ˌēˈjē/





I.
 
abbreviation




for example.











– origin

 from Latin 
exempli gratia

 ‘for the sake of an example.’





egad

 
/ēˈɡad /

 
egads





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 expressing surprise, anger, or affirmation.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: representing earlier 
A God

 .






egalitarian

 
/iˌɡaləˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or believing in the principle that all people are equal and deserve equal rights and opportunities




•
 
a fairer, more egalitarian society.














II.
 
noun




a person who advocates or supports egalitarian principles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
égalitaire

 , from 
égal

 ‘equal,’ from Latin 
aequalis

 (see equal
 ).





egalitarianism

 
/ēˌɡaləˈterēəˌnizəm/






noun




the doctrine that all people are equal and deserve equal rights and opportunities.













Egbert

 
/ˈeɡbərt/






(died 839), king of Wessex 802–839. In 825, he won a decisive victory that temporarily brought Mercian supremacy to an end.









EGD





I.
 
noun




a technology or system that integrates a computer display with a pair of eyeglasses, using a lens or mirror to reflect images into the eyes




•
 
some EGDs are designed to clip right onto your eyeglasses.

















– origin

 abbreviation of ‘eyeglass display.’





EGF






abbreviation




epidermal growth factor.














egg1


 
/eɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an oval or round object laid by a female bird, reptile, fish, or invertebrate, usually containing a developing embryo. The eggs of birds are enclosed in a chalky shell, while those of reptiles are in a leathery membrane.




2.
 
an infertile egg, typically of the domestic hen, used for food.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the female reproductive cell in animals and plants; an ovum.




4.
 
a thing resembling a bird's egg in shape




•
 
chocolate eggs.










5.
 


[Architecture]

 a decorative oval molding, used alternately with triangular figures.




6.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person possessing a specified quality




•
 
she was a good egg.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't put all your eggs in one basket








‹proverb›

 don't risk everything on the success of one venture.









2.
 
go suck an egg






[as 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as an expression of anger or scorn.









3.
 
kill the goose that lays the golden egg






destroy a reliable and valuable source of income.

[with allusion to one of Aesop's fables.]









4.
 
lay an egg








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be completely unsuccessful; fail badly.









5.
 
with egg on one's face








‹informal›

 appearing foolish or ridiculous




•
 
don't underestimate this team, or you'll be left with egg on your face.


















III.
 
derivatives





eggless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (superseding earlier 
ey

 , from Old English 
ǣg

 ): from Old Norse.






egg2


 
/eɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
egg someone on

 )


1.
 
urge or encourage someone to do something, especially something foolish or risky.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
eggja

 ‘incite.’





egg and dart






noun






[Architecture]

 a motif of alternating eggs and darts, used to enrich an ovolo molding.













eggar

 
/ˈeɡər/





I.
 
noun




a large brownish moth that is often active during the day. The caterpillars typically bear irritant hairs and make an egg-shaped cocoon.

[Many species in the family 
Lasiocampidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably from egg
 1
 + -er
 1
 .





eggbeater

 
/ˈeɡˌbēdər/






noun



1.
 
a kitchen utensil used for beating ingredients such as eggs or cream.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a helicopter.













egg-bound

 
/ˈeɡˌbound/






adjective




(of a hen) unable through weakness or disease to expel its eggs.













eggcorn

 
/ˈeɡkôrn/





I.
 
noun




a word or phrase that results from a mishearing or misinterpretation of another, an element of the original being substituted for one that sounds very similar or identical (e.g. 
tow the line

 instead of 
toe the line

 ).











– origin

 early 21st cent.: with reference to a misinterpretation of acorn
 .





egg cream

 
/eɡ krēm/






noun






(US)

 a drink consisting of milk and soda water, flavored with syrup.













eggcup

 
/ˈeɡˌkəp/






noun




a small cup for holding a boiled egg upright while it is being eaten.













egg-eating snake

 
egg-eater






noun




an Old World snake that swallows birds' eggs. It has weak teeth, and breaks shells with sawlike projections inside the gullet.

[Subfamily 
Dasypeltinae

 , family 
Colubridae

 : genus 
Dasypeltis

 (of Africa, in particular the widespread 
D. scabra

 ), and 
Elachistodon westermanni

 (of India).]














egghead

 
/ˈeɡˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a person who is highly academic or studious; an intellectual.








II.
 
derivatives





eggheaded






adjective



















– origin

 by analogy with a bald head.






eggnog

 
/ˈeɡˌnäɡ/






noun




a drink made from a mixture of beaten eggs, cream, and flavorings, often with alcohol.














eggplant

 
/ˈeɡˌplant/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the large egg-shaped fruit of an Old World plant, eaten as a vegetable. Its skin is typically dark purple, but the skin of certain cultivated varieties is white or yellow.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dark purple color like the skin of the eggplant.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the large plant of the nightshade family that bears the eggplant fruit.

[
Solanum melongena

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]













egg roll






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a Chinese-style snack consisting of diced meat or shrimp and shredded vegetables wrapped in a dough made with egg and deep-fried.













egg sac






noun




a protective silken pouch in which a female spider deposits her eggs.













eggs and bacon

 
egg and bacon






noun




any of a number of plants that have yellow flowers with orange, red, or brown markings, supposedly suggestive of eggs and bacon, in particular

[● bird's-foot trefoil. ● a shrubby Australian bush plant (
Bossiaea

 and other genera, family 
Leguminosae

 ).]













eggs Benedict





I.
 
plural noun




a dish consisting of poached eggs and sliced ham on toasted English muffins, covered with hollandaise sauce.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of uncertain origin.





egg-shaped

 
/ˈeɡSHāpt/






adjective




having the oval shape of an egg




•
 
a variety with white flowers and egg-shaped fruits.



















eggshell

 
/ˈeɡˌSHel/






noun



1.
 
the thin, hard outer layer of an egg, especially a hen's egg.




2.
 
(also 
eggshell paint

 )
 — an oil-based paint that dries with a slight sheen




•
 
the woodwork was painted in eggshell




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an eggshell finish.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of china) of extreme thinness and delicacy




•
 
eggshell porcelains.










4.
 
a pale yellowish-white color.













egg tempera






noun




an emulsion of pigment and egg yolk, used in tempera painting.













egg timer

 
/ˈeɡ ˌtīmər/






noun




a device for measuring the time required to cook a boiled egg, traditionally in the form of a miniature hourglass.













egg tooth






noun




a hard white protuberance on the beak or jaw of an embryo bird or reptile that is used for breaking out of the shell and is later lost.













egg white

 
/ˈeɡ ˌ(h)wīt/






noun




the clear, viscous substance around the yolk of an egg that turns white when cooked or beaten.

Also called albumen
 .













eggy

 
/ˈeɡē/






adjective




rich in or covered with egg




•
 
many white wines go passably with eggy dishes.



















eggy bread






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for French toast
 :




•
 
I had eggy bread with maple syrup and bacon.



















eglantine

 
/ˈeɡlənˌtīn ˈeɡlənˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for sweetbrier
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eglantine

 , from Provençale 
aiglentina

 , based on Latin 
acus

 ‘needle’ or 
aculeus

 ‘prickle.’






ego

 
/ˈēɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's sense of self-esteem or self-importance




•
 
a boost to my ego.










2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the part of the mind that mediates between the conscious and the unconscious and is responsible for reality testing and a sense of personal identity.

Compare with id
 and superego
 .




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in metaphysics) a conscious thinking subject.








II.
 
derivatives





egoless






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘I.’





egocentric

 
/ˌēɡōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
thinking only of oneself, without regard for the feelings or desires of others; self-centered




•
 
their egocentric tendency to think of themselves as invulnerable.










2.
 
centered in or arising from a person's own existence or perspective




•
 
egocentric spatial perception.














II.
 
noun




an egocentric person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
egocentrically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
egocentricity

 
/ˌēɡōs(ə)nˈtrisədē /






noun













3.
 
egocentrism

 
/ˌēɡōˈsenˌtrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ego
 , on the pattern of words such as 
geocentric

 .





ego ideal






noun



1.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 (in Freudian theory) the part of the mind that imposes on itself concepts of ideal behavior developed from parental and social standards.




2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 (in general use) an idealized conception of oneself.













egoism

 
/ˈēɡōˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Ethics]

 an ethical theory that treats self-interest as the foundation of morality.




2.
 


[Ethics]

 another term for egotism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
egoist

 
/ˈēɡəwəst ˈēɡōəst /






noun













2.
 
egoistic

 
/ˈˌēɡəˈwistik ˈˌēɡōˈistik /






adjective













3.
 
egoistical

 
/ˌēɡōˈistik(ə)l /






adjective













4.
 
egoistically

 
/-ˈistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
égoïsme

 and modern Latin 
egoismus

 , from Latin 
ego

 ‘I.’ / 
usage:

 The words 
egoism

 and 
egotism

 are frequently confused, as though interchangeable, but there are distinctions worth noting. Both words derive from Latin ego (‘I’), the first-person singular pronoun. 
Egotism

 , the more commonly used term, denotes an excessive sense of self-importance, too-frequent use of the word ‘I,’ and general arrogance and boastfulness. 
Egoism

 , a more subtle term, is perhaps best left to ethicists, for whom it denotes a view or theory of moral behavior in which self-interest is the root of moral conduct. An 
egoist

 , then, might devote considerable attention to introspection, but could be modest about it, whereas an 
egotist

 would have an exaggerated sense of the importance of his or her self-analysis, and would have to tell everyone.





egomania

 
/ˌēɡōˈmānēə/






noun




obsessive egotism or self-centeredness.













egomaniac

 
/ˌēɡōˈmānēˌak/





I.
 
noun




a person who is obsessively egotistical or self-centered




•
 
he is a raving egomaniac.














II.
 
derivatives





egomaniacal

 
/ˌēɡōməˈnīəkəl /






adjective





















ego psychology





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 a system of psychoanalytic developmental psychology concerned especially with personality.








II.
 
derivatives





ego psychologist






noun





















egosurf

 
/ˈēɡōˌsərf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 search the Internet for instances of one's own name or links to one's own website.








II.
 
derivatives





egosurfing






noun





















EGOT

 
/ˈēɡät/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the achievement of having won all four of the major American entertainment awards (i.e., an Emmy, a Grammy, an Oscar, and a Tony)




•
 
she'll be halfway to her EGOT if she wins the Oscar




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he will become the youngest member of the super-elite EGOT club if his song wins tonight.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from the initial letters of Emmy
 , Grammy
 , Oscar
 1
 , and Tony
 , as popularized by the television comedy series 
30 Rock

 .






egotism

 
/ˈēɡəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice of talking and thinking about oneself excessively because of an undue sense of self-importance




•
 
in his arrogance and egotism, he underestimated Jill.














II.
 
derivatives





egotize

 
/ˈēɡəˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
égoïste

 , from Latin 
ego

 ‘I.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at egoism
 .





egotist

 
/ˈēɡətəst/






noun




a person who is excessively conceited or self-absorbed; self-seeker




•
 
he is a self-absorbed egotist.



















egotistical

 
/ˌēɡəˈtistək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




excessively conceited or absorbed in oneself; self-centered




•
 
he's selfish, egotistical, and arrogant.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
egotistic

 
/ˌēɡəˈtistik /






adjective













2.
 
egotistically

 
/ˌēɡəˈtistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















ego trip

 
/ˈēɡō ˌtrip/






noun






‹informal›

 an activity done in order to increase one's sense of self-importance




•
 
driving that car was the biggest ego trip I'd ever had.



















egregious

 
/əˈɡrējəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
outstandingly bad; shocking




•
 
egregious abuses of copyright.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 remarkably good.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
egregiously






adverb













2.
 
egregiousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
egregius

 ‘illustrious,’ literally ‘standing out from the flock,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
grex

 , 
greg-

 ‘flock.’ The derogatory sense (late 16th cent.) probably arose as an ironical use.





egress

 
/ˈēˌɡres/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of going out of or leaving a place




•
 
direct means of access and egress for passengers.










2.
 
a way out




•
 
a narrow egress.










3.
 


[Law]

 
(US)

 the right or freedom to come out or go out.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 another term for emersion
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 go out of or leave (a place)




•
 
they'd egress the area by heading southwest.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
egressus

 ‘gone out,’ from the verb 
egredi

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
gradi

 ‘to step.’






egressive

 
/əˈɡresiv/






adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) produced using the normal outward-flowing airstream.

Compare with ingressive
 .













egret

 
/ˈēˌɡret ˈēɡrət/





I.
 
noun




a heron with mainly white plumage, having long plumes in the breeding season.

[Genus 
Egretta

 (and 
Bubulcus

 ), family 
Ardeidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
aigrette

 , from Provençal 
aigreta

 , from the Germanic base of heron
 .





Egypt

 
/ˈējəpt/





I.
 
a country in northeastern Africa, on the Mediterranean Sea; pop. 78,866,600 (est. 2009); capital, Cairo; official language, Arabic.





The population of Egypt is concentrated chiefly along the fertile valley of the Nile River because the rest of the country is largely desert. Egypt's history spans 5,000 years: the ancient kingdoms of Upper and Lower Egypt were ruled successively by 31 dynasties, which may be divided into the Old Kingdom, the Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom. Egypt was a center of Hellenistic culture and then a Roman province before coming under Islamic rule and then becoming part of the Ottoman Empire. Modern Egypt became independent in 1922. From 1958 to 1961 Egypt was united with Syria as the United Arab Republic, a title it retained until 1971. Wars with Israel were fought in 1967 (the Six Day War) and 1973 (the Yom Kippur or October War); the countries signed a peace treaty in 1979. In 2011 a series of popular demonstrations led to president Hosni Mubarak leaving office.






Egyptian

 
/əˈjipSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Egypt or its people.




2.
 
of or relating to Egyptian antiquities




•
 
a large Egyptian collection was sold at Sotheby's.










3.
 
of or relating to the language of ancient Egypt.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of ancient or modern Egypt, or a person of Egyptian descent.




2.
 
the Afro-Asiatic language used in ancient Egypt, attested from 
c.

 3000 
BC

 . It is represented in its oldest stages by hieroglyphic inscriptions and in its latest form by Coptic; it has been replaced in modern use by Arabic.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Egyptianization

 
/iˌjipSHəniˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
Egyptianize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb





















Egyptian black






noun




another term for basalt
 (stoneware pottery).














Egyptian clover






noun




another term for berseem clover
 .














Egyptian cobra






noun




a large nocturnal African cobra with a thick body and large head.

Also called asp
 . [
Naja haje

 , family 
Elapidae

 .]













Egyptian cotton






noun




fine-quality cotton of a kind developed in Egypt


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
luxurious Egyptian cotton sheets.



















Egyptian goose






noun




a large African goose that has a dark patch around the eye, pink bill and legs, and either reddish-brown or grayish-brown upper parts.

[
Alopochen aegyptiacus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]














Egyptian mongoose






noun




a mongoose occurring over much of Africa and parts of southwestern Asia and Iberia, noted for its destruction of crocodile eggs.

Also called ichneumon
 . [
Herpestes ichneumon

 , family 
Herpestidae

 .]













Egyptian plover






noun




a ploverlike African bird of the courser family, with a striking pattern of black and white over a mainly bluish back and buff-colored underparts.

Also called crocodile bird
 . [
Pluvianus aegyptius

 , family 
Glareolidae

 .]













Egyptian vulture






noun




a small white vulture with black wing tips, common in much of southern Eurasia and Africa.

[
Neophron percnopterus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]













Egyptology

 
/ˌējipˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the language, history, and civilization of ancient Egypt.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Egyptological

 
/iˌjiptəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
Egyptologist

 
/ˈˌēˌjipˈtäləjəst /






noun





















eh

 
/ā/





I.
 
exclamation




used to represent a sound made in speech in a variety of situations, in particular to ask for something to be repeated or explained or to elicit agreement




•
 
“Eh? What's this?”




•
 
“Let's hope so, eh?”

















– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the mid 16th cent.





EHF






abbreviation




extremely high frequency.













EHP






abbreviation



1.
 
effective horsepower.




2.
 
electric horsepower.













EHV






abbreviation




extra-high voltage.













Eichmann, Adolf

 
/ˈīkmən/






(1906–62), German Nazi administrator; full name 
Karl Adolf Eichmann

 . He administered the concentration camps during World War II. In 1960, he was traced to Argentina by Israeli agents and executed after trial in Israel.









eicosapentaenoic acid

 
/ˌīkōsəˌpen(t)əˌnōik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polyunsaturated fatty acid found especially in fish oils. In humans it is a metabolic precursor of prostaglandins.

[Chem. formula: C19
 H29
 COOH.]











– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
eicosa-

 ‘twenty’ (the number of carbon atoms in the molecule) + penta-
 ‘five’ (the number of unsaturated bonds) + -ene
 + 
-oic

 on the pattern of 
methanoic

 .






Eid

 
/ēd /

 
Id





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Muslim festival, in particular




2.
 
(in full 
Eid ul-Fitr

 )
 — the feast marking the end of the fast of Ramadan.




3.
 
(in full 
Eid ul-Adha

 )
 — the festival marking the culmination of the annual pilgrimage to Mecca and commemorating the sacrifice of Abraham.











– origin

 from Arabic 
῾īd

 ‘feast,’ from Aramaic.





EIDE






noun






[Computing]

 enhanced integrated drive electronics.

See IDE
 .













eider

 
/ˈīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a northern sea duck, of which the male has mainly black and white plumage with a colored head, and the brown female has soft down feathers that are used to line the nest.

[Genus 
Somateria

 (and 
Polysticta

 ), family 
Anatidae

 : four species, in particular the 
common eider

 (
S. mollissima

 ).]




2.
 
another term for eiderdown
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Icelandic 
æthur

 , from Old Norse 
æthr

 .






eiderdown

 
/ˈīdərˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
small, soft feathers from the breast of the female eider duck.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a quilt filled with down (originally from the eider) or some other soft material.













eidetic

 
/īˈdedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychology]

 relating to or denoting mental images having unusual vividness and detail, as if actually visible.








II.
 
noun




a person able to form or recall eidetic images.








III.
 
derivatives





eidetically






adverb



















– origin

 1920s: coined in German from Greek 
eidētikos

 , from 
eidos

 ‘form.’





eidolon

 
/īˈdōlən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idealized person or thing.




2.
 
a specter or phantom.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
eidōlon

 , from 
eidos

 ‘form.’





eidos

 
/ˈīdäs, ˈādäs/





I.
 
noun






[Anthropology]

 the distinctive expression of the cognitive or intellectual character of a culture or social group.











– origin

 1930s: Greek, literally ‘form, type, or idea,’ partly in contrast to ethos
 .





Eiffel, Gustave

 
/ˈīfəl/






(1832–1923), French engineer; full name 
Alexandre Gustave Eiffel

 . He designed and built the Eiffel Tower and was the architect of the inner structure of the Statue of Liberty.









Eiffel Tower

 
/ˈīfəl ˌtou(ə)r/






a wrought-iron structure erected in Paris for the World Exhibition of 1889. With a height of 984 feet (300 m), it was the tallest man-made structure for many years.









eigen-





I.
 
combining form






[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 proper; characteristic




•
 
eigenfunction.

















– origin

 from the German adjective 
eigen

 ‘own.’





eigenfrequency

 
/ˈīɡənˌfrēkwənsē/






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 one of the natural resonant frequencies of a system.













eigenfunction

 
/ˈīɡənˌfəNG(k)SHən/






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 each of a set of independent functions that are the solutions to a given differential equation.













eigenstate

 
/ˈīɡənˌstāt/






noun






[Physics]

 a quantum-mechanical state corresponding to an eigenvalue of a wave equation.













eigenvalue

 
/ˈīɡənˌvalyo͞o/






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 each of a set of values of a parameter for which a differential equation has a nonzero solution (an eigenfunction) under given conditions.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 any number such that a given matrix minus that number times the identity matrix has a zero determinant.













eigenvector

 
/ˈīɡənˌvektər/






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 a vector that when operated on by a given operator gives a scalar multiple of itself.














eight

 
/āt/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
viii

 or 
VIII

 )
 — equivalent to the product of two and four; one more than seven, or two less than ten; 8




•
 
a committee of eight members




•
 
eight were acquitted




•
 
eight of them were unemployed.










2.
 
a group or unit of eight people or things




•
 
the win placed Canada closer to the final eight.










3.
 
eight years old




•
 
children as young as eight.










4.
 
eight o'clock




•
 
in time for dinner at eight.










5.
 
short for figure eight
 .




6.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by eight.




7.
 
a playing card with eight pips.




8.
 
an eight-oared rowboat or its crew.











– origin

 Old English 
ehta

 , 
eahta

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
acht

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
octo

 and Greek 
oktō

 .





eight ball

 
/ˈāt ˌbôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Billiards]

 the black ball, numbered eight.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a game of pool in which one side must pocket all of the striped or solid balls and finally the eight ball to win.




3.
 
(
eightball

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a portion of an illegal drug weighing an eighth of an ounce (3.54 g).








II.
 
phrases





behind the eight ball








‹informal›

 at a disadvantage.

















eighteen

 
/āˈtēn ˈāˌtēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xviii

 or 
XVIII

 )
 — equivalent to the product of two and nine; one more than seventeen, or eight more than ten; 18




•
 
she wrote eighteen novels




•
 
out of sixty batches checked, eighteen were incorrect




•
 
eighteen of the guests were gathered.










2.
 
a set or team of eighteen individuals.




3.
 
eighteen years old




•
 
he was barely eighteen.










4.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by eighteen.











– origin

 Old English 
e(a)htatēne

 (see eight
 , -teen
 ).





eighteenmo

 
/ˌāˈtēnˌmō/






noun




another term for octodecimo
 .













eighteenth

 
/ˌā(t)ˈtēnTH ˈā(t)ˌtēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number eighteen in a sequence; 18th




•
 
the eighteenth century




•
 
her eighteenth birthday.










2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the eighteenth

 )
 — the last hole of a golf course




•
 
he holed an eagle at the eighteenth.










3.
 
each of eighteen equal parts into which something is or may be divided.













eightfold

 
/ˈātfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
eight times as great or as numerous




•
 
an eightfold increase in expenditure.










2.
 
having eight parts or elements




•
 
an eightfold shape.














II.
 
adverb




by eight times; to eight times the number or amount




•
 
claims have grown eightfold in ten years.



















eightfold path






noun






[Buddhism]

 the path to nirvana, comprising eight aspects in which an aspirant must become practiced: right views, intention, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and concentration.













eighth

 
/ā(t)TH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number eight in a sequence; 8th




•
 
in the eighth century




•
 
the eighth of September




•
 
seven men admitted conspiracy, an eighth admitted assisting an offender.










2.
 
(
an eighth/one eighth

 )
 — each of eight equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
an eighth of an inch.










3.
 
the eighth finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
she finished eighth of the eleven runners.














II.
 
derivatives





eighthly






adverb






















eighth note

 
/ˈā(t)TH nōt /

 


‹Brit.›

 quaver






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a note having the time value of an eighth of a whole note or half a quarter note, represented by a large dot with a hooked stem.













eightpenny nail

 
/ˈātpenē ˌnāl/






noun




a nail that is 2.5 inches (64 mm) long.













eighty

 
/ˈādē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
lxxx

 or 
LXXX

 eleven)
 — equivalent to the product of eight and ten; ten less than ninety; 80




•
 
eighty miles north




•
 
a buffet for eighty




•
 
eighty of the nurses fled.










2.
 
(
eighties

 )
 — the numbers from 80 to 89, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
his grandmother was in her eighties.










3.
 
eighty years old




•
 
he was over eighty at the time.










4.
 
eighty miles an hour




•
 
roaring down the highway doing eighty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eightieth

 
/ˈādēəTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
eightyfold

 
/ˈātēˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
hunde(a)htatig

 , from 
hund

 (of uncertain origin) + 
e(a)hta

 ‘eight’ + 
-tig

 (see -ty
 2
 ); the first element was lost early in the Middle English period.





eighty-six

 
/ˌādēˈsiks /

 
86





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 eject or bar (someone) from a restaurant, bar, etc.




•
 
they were accused of cheating, and eighty-sixed from their favorite casino.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 reject, discard, or cancel




•
 
the passwords will be 86ed by next October.

















– origin

 1930s (as a noun, used in restaurants and bars to indicate that a menu item is unavailable or that a customer is not to be served): perhaps rhyming slang for nix
 1
 .





Eijkman, Christiaan

 
/ˈīkmən/






(1858–1930), Dutch physician. His work resulted in a simple cure for beriberi and led to the discovery of the vitamin thiamine. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1929), shared with Frederick G. Hopkins.









Eilat

 
/āˈlät /

 
Elat






the southernmost town in Israel, a port and resort at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba; pop. 46,600 (est. 2008). Founded in 1949 near the ruins of biblical Elath, it is Israel's only outlet to the Red Sea.









Eindhoven

 
/ˈīntˌhōvən, ˈānt-/






a city in the southern Netherlands; pop. 210,333 (2008).









Einfühlung

 
/ˈīnfo͞oˌlo͝oNG/





I.
 
noun




empathy.











– origin

 German, from 
ein-

 ‘into’ + 
Fühlung

 ‘feeling.’





e-ink

 
/ˈēiNGk/






noun






‹trademark›

 a type of electronic display for text that is intended to imitate the appearance of printed ink, typically used in e-readers




•
 
like other devices employing e-ink, it only uses power when the pages are turned




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
e-ink screens strain your eyes less if you read for extended periods.




















einkorn

 
/ˈīnkôrn/





I.
 
noun




an old kind of Mediterranean wheat with small bearded ears and spikelets that each contain one slender grain, used as fodder in prehistoric times but now rarely grown.

Compare with emmer
 , spelt
 2
 . [
Triticum monococcum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from 
ein

 ‘one’ + 
Korn

 ‘seed.’






Einstein, Albert

 
/ˈīnˌstīn/





I.
 
(1879–1955), US theoretical physicist; born in Germany; founder of the special and general theories of relativity. Often regarded as the greatest scientist of the 20th century, he was influential in the decision to build an atomic bomb. After World War II, however, he spoke out against nuclear weapons.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
an Einstein

 )
 — a genius.




III.
 
derivatives





Einsteinian

 
/īnˈstīnēən /






adjective





















einsteinium

 
/īnˈstīnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Es

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 99, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Einsteinium does not occur naturally and was discovered in 1953 in debris from the first hydrogen bomb explosion.











– origin

 1950s: from the name of Albert Einstein, Albert
 + -ium
 .





Einthoven, Willem

 
/ˈīntˌhōvən/






(1860–1927), Dutch physiologist. He devised the first electrocardiograph, a device that records specific muscular contractions in the heart.










Éire

 
/ˈerə/






the Gaelic name for Ireland, and the Irish name of the Republic of Ireland.










Eirene

 
/īˈrēnē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the goddess of peace.

Roman equivalent Pax
 .









Eisenhower, Dwight David

 
/ˈīzənˌhou-ər/






(1890–1969), US general and 34th president of the US 1953–61; nicknamed 
Ike

 . A Kansas Republican, he was one of the most celebrated US military leaders before entering politics. In World War II, he was Supreme Commander of Allied Expeditionary Forces in western Europe 1943–45. As president, he adopted a hard line toward communism in both his domestic and foreign policy.









Eisenstaedt, Alfred

 
/ˈīzənˌSHtat, -ˌSHtet, -ˌstat/






(1898–1995), US photojournalist; born in Dirschau, Germany (now part of Poland). He was one of the original photographers for 
Life

 magazine 1936–72.









Eisenstein, Sergei

 
/ˈīzənˌSHtīn/






(1898–1948), Russian movie director, born in Latvia; full name 
Sergei Mikhailovich Eisenstein

 . He is noted for 
The Battleship Potemkin

 (1925), a commemoration of the Russian Revolution of 1905 that is celebrated for its pioneering use of montage.









eish

 
/āSH/





I.
 
exclamation






(S. African)

 
‹informal›

 used to express surprise, annoyance, pain, etc.




•
 
eish, I never win!




•
 
woke up with a cramp, eish.

















– origin

 1990s: from Tsotsitaal, a township patois.





Eisner, Michael Dammann

 
/ˈīznər/






(1942–), US corporate executive, noted for his tenure as CEO of The Walt Disney Company 1984–2005.









eisteddfod

 
/īˈsteT͟Hˌväd/





I.
 
noun




a competitive festival of music and poetry in Wales, in particular the annual National Eisteddfod.








II.
 
derivatives





eisteddfodic

 
/ˌīsteT͟Hˈvädik /






adjective



















– origin

 Welsh, literally ‘session,’ from 
eistedd

 ‘sit.’





Eiswein

 
/ˈīsvīn/





I.
 
noun




wine made from ripe grapes picked while covered with frost.











– origin

 from German, from 
Eis

 ‘ice’ + 
Wein

 ‘wine.’






either

 
/ˈēT͟Hər ˈīT͟Hər/





I.
 
conjunction, adverb



1.
 
used before the first of two (or occasionally more) alternatives that are being specified (the other being introduced by “or”)




•
 
either I'll accompany you to your room, or I'll wait here




•
 
available in either black or white.










2.
 
[
adv.

 , with 
negative

 ]
 — used to indicate a similarity or link with a statement just made




•
 
you don't like him, do you? I don't, either




•
 
it won't do any harm, but won't really help, either.










3.
 
for that matter; moreover (used to add information)




•
 
I was too tired to go. And I couldn't have paid my way, either.














II.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
one or the other of two people or things


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
there were no children of either marriage




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
they have a mortgage that will be repaid if 
either of

 them dies.










2.
 
[
determiner

 ]
 — each of two




•
 
the road was straight with fields of grass on either side.














III.
 
phrases





either way






whichever of two given alternatives is the case




•
 
I'm not sure whether he is trying to be clever or controversial, but either way, such writing smacks of racism.





















– origin

 Old English 
ǣgther

 , contracted form of 
ǣg(e)hwæther

 , of Germanic origin; ultimately related to aye
 1
 and whether
 . / 
usage:

 In good English writing style, it is important that 
either

 and 
or

 are correctly placed so that the structures following each word balance and mirror each other. Thus, it is correct to say 
either

 I'll accompany you, 
or

 I'll wait here. The two expressed choices are parallel, as each includes the subject and its verb phrase: I'll accompany you; I'll wait here. It would be incorrect to say 
either

 I'll accompany you 
or

 John because the first choice includes the subject and its verb phrase, but the second choice is just an object: I'll accompany you; John. A corrected version could be I'll accompany 
either

 you 
or

 John (now the choices are parallel, as each is just the object: you; John). See also usage at neither
 .





either/or

 
/ˌēT͟Hərˈôr ˌīT͟Hərˈôr /

 
either-or






noun




an unavoidable choice between two alternatives




•
 
you can give him an ultimatum—an either/or.



















ejaculate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ēˈjakyəˌlāt /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a man or male animal) eject semen from the body at the moment of sexual climax.




2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 say something quickly and suddenly




•
 
“Indeed?” ejaculated the stranger.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/iˈjakyo͝olət /



1.
 
semen that has been ejected from the body.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ejaculator






noun













2.
 
ejaculatory

 
/əˈjakyələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ejaculat-

 ‘darted out,’ from the verb 
ejaculari

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
jaculari

 ‘to dart’ (from 
jaculum

 ‘dart, javelin,’ from 
jacere

 ‘to throw’).





ejaculation

 
/əˌjakyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of ejecting semen from the body.




2.
 


‹dated›

 something said quickly and suddenly.














eject

 
/ēˈjekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force or throw (something) out, typically in a violent or sudden way




•
 
many types of rock are 
ejected from

 volcanoes as solid, fragmentary material.










2.
 
cause (something) to drop out or be removed, usually mechanically




•
 
he ejected the spent cartridge.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pilot) escape from an aircraft by being explosively propelled out of it




•
 
he flew to open sea, put the plane in a nosedive, and ejected.










4.
 
compel (someone) to leave a place




•
 
angry supporters were forcibly 
ejected from

 the court.










5.
 
dismiss (someone), especially from political office




•
 
he was 
ejected from

 office in July.










6.
 
emit; give off




•
 
plants utilize carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that animals eject




•
 (as 
adj.

 
ejected

 )
 
ejected electrons.










7.
 
dispossess (a tenant) by legal process.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
eject-

 ‘thrown out,’ from the verb 
eicere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





ejecta

 
/əˈjektə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
material that is forced or thrown out, especially as a result of volcanic eruption, meteoritic impact, or stellar explosion.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘things thrown out,’ neuter plural of 
ejectus

 ‘thrown out,’ from 
eicere

 (see eject
 ).





ejection

 
/ēˈjekSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of forcing or throwing something out; emission




•
 
an explosive ejection of ash.










2.
 
the action of forcing someone to leave a place or position; expulsion




•
 
the forcible ejection of a table of rowdy drunks.



















ejection seat

 
/əˈjekSH(ə)n ˌsēt/






noun




a device that causes the ejection of a pilot from an aircraft, used in an emergency.













ejective

 
/əˈjektiv /

 

‹Phonetics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a type of consonant in some languages, e.g., Hausa, produced by sudden release of pressure from the glottis.








II.
 
noun




an ejective consonant.













ejectment

 
/əˈjektmənt/






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the action or process of evicting a tenant from property




•
 
the landlord shall serve a 
writ in ejectment

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 the action or process in which a person evicted from property seeks to recover possession and damages.













ejector

 
/əˈjektər/






noun




a device that causes something to be removed or to drop out




•
 
a built-in drill ejector.



















ejido

 
/eˈhēdō/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexico) a piece of land farmed communally under a system supported by the state.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from Spanish, denoting common land on the road leading out of the village.





Ekaterinburg

 
/yiˌkətyərinˈbo͝ork, iˈkatərinˌbərɡ/






variant spelling of Yekaterinburg
 .









eke1


 
/ēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
eke something out

 )


1.
 
manage to support oneself or make a living with difficulty




•
 
they eked out their livelihoods from the soil.










2.
 
make an amount or supply of something last longer by using or consuming it frugally




•
 
the remains of yesterday's stew could be eked out to make another meal.










3.
 
obtain or create, but just barely




•
 
Tennessee eked out a 74–73 overtime victory.

















– origin

 Old English 
ēacian

 , 
ēcan

 (in the sense ‘increase’), of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
auka

 .






eke2


 
/ēk/





I.
 
adverb




archaic term for also
 .











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.





EKG






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 electrocardiogram.




2.
 


(US)

 electrocardiograph.




3.
 


(US)

 electrocardiography.













el

 
/el/






noun

 — (
the El

 )


1.
 
an elevated railroad or section of railroad, especially that in Chicago.




2.
 
a train running on an elevated railroad.













el.






abbreviation




elevation.













el-Aaiún

 
/ˌelīˈo͞on/






Arabic name of Laayoune.









elaborate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/əˈlab(ə)rət /



1.
 
involving many carefully arranged parts or details; detailed and complicated in design and planning




•
 
elaborate security precautions




•
 
elaborate wrought-iron gates.










2.
 
(of an action) lengthy and exaggerated




•
 
he made an elaborate pretense of yawning.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/əˈlabəˌrāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — develop or present (a theory, policy, or system) in detail




•
 
the key idea of the book is expressed in the title and elaborated in the text.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — add more detail concerning what has already been said




•
 
he would not 
elaborate on

 his news.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 (of a natural agency) produce (a substance) from its elements or simpler constituents.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elaborateness

 
/əˈlab(ə)rətnəs /






noun













2.
 
elaborative

 
/-ˌrātiv /






adjective













3.
 
elaborator

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘produced by effort of labor,’ also 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb of the verb): from Latin 
elaborat-

 ‘worked out,’ from the verb 
elaborare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
labor

 ‘work.’





elaborately

 
/əˈlab(ə)rətlē/






adverb




in a detailed and carefully arranged manner




•
 
elaborately decorated cakes




•
 
the press conferences have become elaborately staged events.



















elaboration

 
/əˌlabəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of developing or presenting a theory, policy, or system in further detail




•
 
his work led to the elaboration of a theory of evolution




•
 
the concept needs more elaboration than a short essay allows.










2.
 
the addition of more detail concerning what has already been said




•
 
the speech lacked any 
elaboration on

 concrete measures taken




•
 
this is a point requiring elaboration.



















El Alamein, Battle of

 
/el ˌäləˈmān, ˌaləˈmān/






a battle of World War II fought in 1942 at El Alamein in Egypt, 60 miles (90 km) west of Alexandria. The German Afrika Korps under Rommel was halted in its advance toward the Nile by the British 8th Army under Montgomery, giving the British a decisive victory.









Elam

 
/ˈēlam/






an ancient state in southwestern Iran, established in the 4th millennium 
BC

 . Susa was one of its chief cities.









Elamite

 
/ˈēləˌmīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of ancient Elam.




2.
 
the language of ancient Elam, of unknown affinity and spoken from the 3rd millennium to the 4th century 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the ancient Elamites or their language.













elan

 
/āˈlän āˈlan /

 
élan





I.
 
noun




energy, style, and enthusiasm




•
 
a rousing march, played with great elan.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
élan

 , from 
élancer

 ‘to dart,’ from 
é-

 ‘out’ + 
lancer

 ‘to throw.’





eland

 
/ˈēlənd/





I.
 
noun




a spiral-horned African antelope that lives in open woodland and grassland. It is the largest of the antelopes.

[Genus 
Taurotragus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : the 
giant eland

 (
T. derbianus

 ) and the 
common eland

 (
T. oryx

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Afrikaans from Dutch,‘elk,’ from obsolete German 
Elend

 , from Lithuanian 
élnis

 .





elapse

 
/əˈlaps/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of time) pass or go by




•
 
weeks elapsed before anyone was charged with the attack




•
 (as 
adj.

 
elapsed

 )
 
a display tells you which track is playing and its elapsed time.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘slip away’): from Latin 
elaps-

 ‘slipped away,’ from the verb 
elabi

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out, away’ + 
labi

 ‘to glide, slip.’





elasipod

 
/əˈlasəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an aberrant deep-water sea cucumber that lacks a respiratory tree. Most live on the seabed and have leglike appendages, while some swim by means of webbed papillae.

[Order 
Elasipodida

 , class 
Holothuroidea

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Elasipoda

 , from Greek 
elasmos

 ‘beaten metal’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





elasmobranch

 
/əˈlazməˌbraNGk/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a cartilaginous fish of a group that comprises the sharks, rays, and skates.

Compare with selachian
 . [Subclass 
Elasmobranchii

 , class 
Chondrichthyes

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Elasmobranchii

 (plural), from Greek 
elasmos

 ‘beaten metal’ + 
brankhia

 ‘gills.’





elasmosaur

 
/əˈlazməˌsôr /

 
elasmosaurus





I.
 
noun




a Cretaceous plesiosaur with a long neck shaped like that of a swan.

[Family 
Elasmosauridae

 , infraorder 
Plesiosauria

 : several genera, including 
Elasmosaurus

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





elasmosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Elasmosaurus

 , from Greek 
elasmos

 ‘beaten metal’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





elastane

 
/əˌlastān/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an elastic polyurethane material, used especially for hosiery, underwear, and other close-fitting clothing.











– origin

 1970s: from elastic
 + -ane
 2
 .





elastase

 
/ēˈlastāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a pancreatic enzyme that digests elastin.











– origin

 1940s: from elastic
 + -ase
 .






elastic

 
/əˈlastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object or material) able to resume its normal shape spontaneously after contraction, dilatation, or distortion.




2.
 
able to encompass variety and change; flexible and adaptable




•
 
the definition of nationality is elastic in this cosmopolitan country.










3.
 


[Economics]

 (of demand or supply) sensitive to changes in price or income




•
 
the labor supply is very elastic.










4.
 


[Physics]

 (of a collision) involving no decrease of kinetic energy.








II.
 
noun




cord, tape, or fabric, typically woven with strips of rubber, that returns to its original length or shape after being stretched.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elastically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
elasticize

 
/iˈlastəˌsīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally describing a gas in the sense ‘expanding spontaneously to fill the available space’): from modern Latin 
elasticus

 , from Greek 
elastikos

 ‘propulsive,’ from 
elaunein

 ‘to drive.’





elasticated

 
/əˈlastəˌkādəd/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a garment or material) made elastic by the insertion of rubber thread or tape




•
 
ski pants with elasticated waist.



















elastic band






noun




a rubber band.













elastic fiber






noun






[Anatomy]

 a yellowish fiber composed chiefly of elastin and occurring in networks or sheets that give elasticity to tissues in the body.













elasticity

 
/ēˌlaˈstisədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability of an object or material to resume its normal shape after being stretched or compressed; stretchiness




•
 
aging can decrease the elasticity of your skin.










2.
 
the ability of something to change and adapt; adaptability.




3.
 


[Economics]

 the degree to which a demand or supply is sensitive to changes in price or income.




•
 
the price elasticity of electricity demand.



















elastic limit






noun






[Physics]

 the maximum extent to which a solid may be stretched without permanent alteration of size or shape.













elastic modulus






noun






[Physics]

 the ratio of the force exerted upon a substance or body to the resultant deformation.













elastin

 
/əˈlastən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an elastic, fibrous glycoprotein found in connective tissue.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from elastic
 + -in
 1
 .





elastomer

 
/əˈlastəmər/





I.
 
noun




a natural or synthetic polymer having elastic properties, e.g., rubber.








II.
 
derivatives





elastomeric

 
/əˌlastəˈmerik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from elastic
 + -mer
 .






elate

 
/əˈlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
elated

 )


1.
 
make (someone) ecstatically happy




•
 
I felt elated at beating Dennis.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 in high spirits; exultant or proud




•
 
the ladies returned with elate and animated faces.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elatedly






adverb













2.
 
elatedness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
elat-

 ‘raised,’ from the verb 
efferre

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





elation

 
/ēˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




great happiness and exhilaration




•
 
Richard's 
elation at

 regaining his health was short-lived.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
elacion

 , from Latin 
elat-

 ‘raised,’ from the verb 
efferre

 (see elate
 ).






E layer





I.
 
noun




a layer of the ionosphere able to reflect medium-frequency radio waves.











– origin

 1930s: arbitrary use of the letter 
E

 , + layer
 .





Elazig

 
/ˈeläzē/






a commercial city in east central Turkey, east of the upper Euphrates River; pop. 319,400 (est. 2007).









Elba

 
/ˈelbə/






a small island off the western coast of Italy, known as the place of Napoleon's first exile 1814–15.









Elbe

 
/ˈelb(ə)/






a river in central Europe that flows for 720 miles (1,159 km) from the Czech Republic through the German cities of Dresden, Magdeburg, and Hamburg to the North Sea.









Elbert, Mount

 
/ˈelbərt/






a mountain in Colorado, east of Aspen. Rising to 14,431 feet (4,399 m), it is the highest peak in the Rocky Mountains.










elbow

 
/ˈelˌbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the joint between the forearm and the upper arm




•
 
she propped herself up on one elbow.










2.
 
the part of the sleeve of a garment covering the elbow.




3.
 
a thing resembling an elbow, in particular a piece of piping bent through an angle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone) with one's elbow




•
 
one player had elbowed another in the face.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move by pushing past people with one's elbows




•
 
people 
elbowed past

 each other to the door




•
 
furiously, he 
elbowed his way

 through the crowd.










3.
 
treat (a person or idea) dismissively




•
 
his new TV talk show was elbowed aside in the ratings war.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one's elbow






close at hand; nearby.









2.
 
elbow-to-elbow






very close together.









3.
 
up to one's elbows in





a.
 


‹informal›

 with one's hands plunged in (something)




•
 
I was up to my elbows in the cheese-potato mixture.










b.
 
deeply involved in (a task or undertaking).















– origin

 Old English 
elboga

 , 
elnboga

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
elleboog

 and German 
Ellenbogen

 (see also ell
 1
 , bow
 1
 ).





elbow grease

 
/ˈelbō ˈˌɡrēs/






noun






‹informal›

 hard physical work, especially vigorous polishing or cleaning




•
 
you should be able to get the rust off with a wire brush and elbow grease.



















elbow macaroni






noun






(N. Amer.)

 pasta in the form of small, curved tubes




•
 
Americans have fond memories of elbow macaroni smothered in cheese-flavored sauce.



















elbow room






noun






‹informal›

 adequate space to move or work in




•
 
the car has elbow room for four adults




•
 


‹figurative›

 Quebec wants a little more elbow room within the federation.



















Elbrus

 
/elˈbro͞os, ˈelˌbro͞os/






a peak in the Caucasus Mountains, on the border between Russia and Georgia. Rising to 18,481 feet (5,642 m), it is the highest mountain in Europe.









Elburz Mountains

 
/ˌelbo͝orz ˈmount(ə)nz/






a mountain range in northwestern Iran, close to the southern shore of the Caspian Sea. Damavand is the highest peak, rising to 18,386 feet (5,604 m).









El Cajon

 
/ˌel kəˈhōn/






a city in southwestern California, east of San Diego; pop. 92,718 (est. 2008).









El Capitan

 
/ˌel kapəˈtan/






a peak in Yosemite National Park in California, known for its sheer walls that rise over 3,000 feet (1,000 m) above its base.









El Centro

 
/el ˈsentrō/






a city in southern California, the commercial center of the Imperial Valley; pop. 40,083 (est. 2008).









Elche

 
/ˈelCHā/






a town in southeastern Spain, in the province of Alicante; pop. 228,348 (2008).









el cheapo

 
/ˌel ˈCHēpō/





I.
 
adjective, noun




another way of saying cheapo
 .











– origin

 1960s: from cheap
 , on the pattern of Spanish phrases such as 
El Dorado

 and 
El Greco

 .






eld

 
/eld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 old age.




2.
 


‹literary›

 former times; the past.











– origin

 Old English 
ieldu

 , 
eldu

 , of Germanic origin; related to elder
 1
 and old
 .






elder1


 
/ˈeldər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of one or more out of a group of related or otherwise associated people) of a greater age




•
 
my elder daughter




•
 
the elder of the two sons.










2.
 
(
the Elder

 )
 — used to distinguish between related famous people with the same name




•
 
Pliny the Elder.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
elders

 )


1.
 
a person of greater age than someone specified




•
 
schoolchildren were no less fascinated than their elders




•
 
take a bit of advice from your 
elders and betters

 .










2.
 
a person of advanced age.




3.
 
(often 
elders

 )
 — a leader or senior figure in a tribe or other group




•
 
a council of village elders.










4.
 
an official in the early Christian Church, or of various Protestant Churches and sects.








III.
 
derivatives





eldership

 
/ˈeldərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ieldra

 , 
eldra

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
älter

 , also to eld
 and old
 .





elder2


 
/ˈeldər/





I.
 
noun




a small tree or shrub with pithy stems, typically having white flowers and bluish-black or red berries.

[Genus 
Sambucus

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 : numerous species, in particular the common North American 
S. canadensis

 and the Eurasian 
S. nigra

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
ellærn

 ; related to Middle Low German 
ellern

 , 
elderne

 .





elderberry

 
/ˈeldərˌberē/






noun



1.
 
the bluish-black or red berry of the elder, used especially for making jelly or wine.




2.
 
an elder tree or shrub.













eldercare

 
/ˈeldərˌker/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 care of people who are elderly or infirm, provided by residential institutions, by paid daily help in the home, or by family members.













elderflower

 
/ˈeldərˌflou(ə)r/






noun




the flower of the elder, used to make wines, cordials, and other drinks.













elder hand






noun




(in card games for two players, e.g., piquet) the player who is the first to receive a complete hand, i.e., the player dealt to.













elderly

 
/ˈeldərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) old or aging




•
 
she was elderly and silver-haired




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the elderly

 )
 
teams of volunteers to carry out home repairs for the elderly.










2.
 
(of a machine or similar object) showing signs of age




•
 
a couple of elderly cars.














II.
 
derivatives





elderliness

 
/-lēnis /






noun





















elder statesman

 
/ˈeldər ˈstātsmən/






noun




a person who is experienced and well-respected, especially a politician.














eldest

 
/ˈeldəst/





I.
 
adjective




(of one out of a group of related or otherwise associated people) of the greatest age; oldest




•
 
Swift left the company to his eldest son, Charles




•
 
he was the eldest of the three.

















– origin

 Old English 
ieldest

 , 
eldest

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
ältest

 , also to eld
 and old
 .





eldest hand






noun




(in card games for three or more players) the player who is the first to receive a complete hand, usually the player immediately to the left of the dealer.













El Dorado

 
/ˌel dəˈrädō/





I.
 
the name of a fictitious country or city abounding in gold, formerly believed to exist somewhere in the region of the Orinoco and Amazon rivers.




II.
 
(
pl.

 El Dorados) (as 
noun

 
an El Dorado

 or 
eldorado

 )
 — a place of great abundance.







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘the gilded one.’





eldritch

 
/ˈeldriCH/





I.
 
adjective




weird and sinister or ghostly




•
 
an eldritch screech.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots): perhaps related to elf
 .






Eleanor of Aquitaine

 
/ˌelənər əv ˈakwəˌtān/






(
c.

 1122–1204), daughter of the duke of Aquitaine; queen of France 1137–52 and of England 1154–89. She was married to Louis VII of France from 1137; their marriage was annulled in 1152, and she married the future Henry II of England in 1154. She was the mother of Richard I and John I.









e-learning

 
/ˈēˌlərniNG/






noun




learning conducted via electronic media, typically on the Internet




•
 
successful e-learning depends on the self-motivation of individuals to study effectively




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
e-learning software.



















Eleatic

 
/ˌelēˈadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Elea, an ancient Greek city in southwestern Italy, or the school of philosophers that flourished there in about the 5th century 
BC

 , including Xenophanes, Parmenides, and Zeno.








II.
 
noun




an Eleatic philosopher.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
Eleaticus

 , from 
Elea

 .





elec.






abbreviation



1.
 
electric, electrical.




2.
 
electrician.




3.
 
electricity.













elecampane

 
/ˌeləkamˈpān/





I.
 
noun




a plant that has yellow daisylike flowers with long slender petals and bitter aromatic roots that are used in herbal medicine, native to central Asia.

[
Inula helenium

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
enula

 (from Greek 
helenion

 ‘elecampane’) + 
campana

 probably meaning ‘of the fields’ (from 
campus

 ‘field’).






elect

 
/əˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
choose (someone) to hold public office or some other position by voting




•
 
the members who were 
elected to

 the committee




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
they elected him leader.










2.
 
opt for or choose to do something




•
 
freshman year you could elect Industrial Arts




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
more people elected to work at home.










3.
 


[Christian Theology]

 (of God) choose (someone) in preference to others for salvation.








II.
 
adjective

 — (usu. as 
plural noun

 
the elect

 )


1.
 
(of a person) chosen or singled out




•
 
one of the century's elect.










2.
 
[
postpositive

 in 
combination

 ]
 — elected to or chosen for a position but not yet in office




•
 
the president-elect.










3.
 


[Christian Theology]

 chosen by God for salvation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
elect-

 ‘picked out,’ from the verb 
eligere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
legere

 ‘to pick.’





electable

 
/əˈlektəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a politician or party) having the qualities which make election likely or plausible




•
 
he was the most electable candidate in the field.














II.
 
derivatives





electability

 
/əˈlektəbilədē /






noun





















election

 
/əˈlekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal and organized process of electing or being elected, especially of members of a political body




•
 
the 1860 presidential election




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an election year




•
 
the first of his family to 
run for election

 .










2.
 
the act or an instance of electing




•
 
his 
election to

 the House of Representatives.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
electio(n-)

 , from 
eligere

 ‘pick out’ (see elect
 ).





electioneer

 
/əˌlekSHəˈnir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
electioneering

 )


1.
 
(of a politician or political campaigner) take part actively and energetically in the activities of an election campaign




•
 
the election will not be lost or won as the result of a few weeks of electioneering.














II.
 
noun




a campaigning politician during an election.













elective

 
/əˈlektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
related to or working by means of election




•
 
an elective democracy.










2.
 
(of a person or office) appointed or filled by election




•
 
he had never held elective office




•
 
the National Assembly, with 125 elective members.










3.
 
(of a body or position) possessing or giving the power to elect.




4.
 
(of a course of study) chosen by the student rather than compulsory.




5.
 
(of surgical or medical treatment) chosen by the patient rather than urgently necessary.








II.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an optional course of study




•
 
up to half the credits in many public high schools are electives.














III.
 
derivatives





electively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
electif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
electivus

 , from 
elect-

 ‘picked out,’ from the verb 
eligere

 (see elect
 ).





elector

 
/əˈlektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has the right to vote in an election.




2.
 
(in the US) a member of the electoral college.




3.
 
[usu. as 
title

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 a German prince entitled to take part in the election of the Holy Roman Emperor




•
 
the Elector of Brandenburg.














II.
 
derivatives





electorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















electoral

 
/əˈlekt(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to elections or electors




•
 
electoral reform.














II.
 
derivatives





electorally

 
/əˈlekt(ə)rəlē /






adverb





















electoral college






noun



1.
 
(in the US) a body of people representing the states of the US, who formally cast votes for the election of the president and vice president.




2.
 
a body of electors chosen or appointed by a larger group.













electoral vote






noun



1.
 
a vote cast by a member of the electoral college




•
 
collectively, these three states account for 39 electoral votes.










2.
 
(
the electoral vote

 )
 — the choice expressed collectively by the electoral college, which determines the winner of elections for president and vice president in the US




•
 
I'm following the polls from battleground states, which will determine the electoral vote.



















electorate

 
/əˈlekt(ə)rət/






noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — all the people in a country or area who are entitled to vote in an election.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the office or territories of a German elector.














Electra

 
/əˈlektrə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra. She persuaded her brother Orestes to kill Clytemnestra and Aegisthus (their mother's lover) in revenge for the murder of Agamemnon.









Electra complex





I.
 
noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 old-fashioned term for the Oedipus complex as manifested in young girls.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Electra
 .





electress

 
/iˈlektris/






noun

 — [usu. as 
title

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 the wife of a German elector.













electret

 
/əˈlektrət/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a permanently polarized piece of dielectric material, analogous to a permanent magnet.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of electricity
 and magnet
 .






electric

 
/əˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, worked by, charged with, or producing electricity




•
 
an electric stove




•
 
an electric current.










2.
 
(of a musical instrument) amplified through a loudspeaker




•
 
electric bass guitar.










3.
 
(of a color) brilliant and vivid




•
 
images shot through with jagged streaks of electric blue.










4.
 
having or producing a sudden sense of thrilling excitement




•
 
the atmosphere was electric.














II.
 
noun




an electric train or other vehicle.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
electricus

 , from Latin 
electrum

 ‘amber,’ from Greek 
ēlektron

 (because rubbing amber causes electrostatic phenomena).





electrical

 
/əˈlektrək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
operating by or producing electricity




•
 
an electrical appliance.










2.
 
concerned with electricity




•
 
an electrical engineer.



















electrically

 
/əˈlektrəklē/






adverb




by means of electricity




•
 
electrically charged particles




•
 
electrically operated doors.



















electrical storm






noun




a thunderstorm or other violent disturbance of the electrical condition of the atmosphere.













electric-arc furnace






noun




another term for arc furnace
 .













electric blanket






noun




a blanket that can be heated electrically by an internal element.














electric chair






noun




a chair in which criminals sentenced to death are executed by electrocution.













electric eel






noun




an eellike freshwater fish of South America, using pulses of electricity to kill prey, to assist in navigation, and for defense.

[
Electrophorus electricus

 , the only member of the family 
Electrophoridae

 .]













electric eye

 
/əˈlektrik ēˈlektrik ī/






noun






‹informal›

 a photoelectric cell operating a relay when the beam of light illuminating it is obscured.













electric fence






noun




a fence through which an electric current can be passed, giving an electric shock to any person or animal touching it.













electric field

 
/əˈlektrik ēˈlektrik fēld/






noun






[Physics]

 a region around a charged particle or object within which a force would be exerted on other charged particles or objects.














electric guitar

 
/əˈlektrik ēˈlektrik ɡəˈtär/






noun




a guitar with a built-in pickup or pickups that convert string vibrations into electrical signals for amplification.













electrician

 
/əˌlekˈtriSHən/






noun




a person who installs and maintains electrical equipment.













electric intensity






noun




the strength of an electric field at any point, equal to the force per unit charge experienced by a small charge placed at that point.














electricity

 
/əˌlekˈtrisədē/






noun



1.
 
a form of energy resulting from the existence of charged particles (such as electrons or protons), either statically as an accumulation of charge or dynamically as a current.




2.
 
the supply of electric current to a house or other building for heating, lighting, or powering appliances




•
 
the electricity was back on.










3.
 
a state or feeling of thrilling excitement




•
 
the atmosphere was charged with a dangerous sexual electricity.



















electric moment






noun






[Physics]

 the product of the distance separating the charges of a dipole and the magnitude of either charge.













electric organ






noun



1.
 
an organ (keyboard) in which the sound is produced electrically rather than by pipes.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 an organ in certain fishes that is used to produce an electrical discharge for stunning prey, for sensing the surroundings, or as a defense.













electric-powered

 
electrically powered






adjective




powered by electricity.













electric ray






noun




a sluggish bottom-dwelling marine ray that typically lives in shallow water and can produce an electric shock for the capture of prey and for defense.

Also called torpedo ray
 (see torpedo
 ). [Family 
Torpedinidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Torpedo

 , and many species.]













electric razor

 
electric shaver






noun




an electrical device for shaving, with oscillating or rotating blades behind a metal guard.














electric shock






noun




a sudden discharge of electricity through a part of the body.













electrification

 
/əˌlektrəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of charging something with electricity




•
 
I saw no evidence of electrification of the fence.










2.
 
the conversion of a machine or system to the use of electrical power




•
 
the electrification of the railroads




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the Government's rural electrification program.



















electrify

 
/əˈlektrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
charge with electricity; pass an electric current through


(as 
adj.

 
electrified

 )


•
 
an electrified fence.










2.
 
convert (a machine or system, especially a railroad line) to the use of electrical power.




3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
electrifying

 )
 — impress greatly; thrill




•
 
an electrifying performance.














II.
 
derivatives





electrifier

 
/-ˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from electric
 + -fy
 .





electro

 
/əˈlektrō/






noun



1.
 
short for electrotype
 or electroplate
 .




2.
 
a style of dance music with a fast beat and synthesized backing track.














electro-






combining form



1.
 
relating to or caused by electricity; involving electricity and …




•
 
electroconvulsive




•
 
electromagnetism.










2.
 
relating to music characterized by the use of synthesizers or electronically created sounds




•
 
electropop.



















electroacoustic

 
/iˌlektrōəˈko͞ostik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving the direct conversion of electrical into acoustic energy or vice versa.




2.
 
(of a guitar) having both a pickup and a reverberating hollow body.








II.
 
noun




an electroacoustic guitar.













electro-acupuncture

 
/əˌlektrōˈakyəˌpəNGk(t)SHər /

 
electroacupuncture






noun




acupuncture in which the needles used carry a mild electric current.













electrocardiogram

 
/əˌlektrōˈkärdēōˌɡram /

 
ECG
 , EKG






noun






[Medicine]

 a record or display of a person's heartbeat produced by electrocardiography.













electrocardiograph

 
/əˌlektrōˈkärdēəɡraf /

 
ECG
 , EKG






noun




a machine used for electrocardiography.













electrocardiography

 
/əˌlektrōˌkärdēˈäɡrəfē /

 
ECG
 , EKG





I.
 
noun




the measurement of electrical activity in the heart and the recording of such activity as a visual trace (on paper or on an oscilloscope screen), using electrodes placed on the skin of the limbs and chest.








II.
 
derivatives





electrocardiographic

 
/-ˌkärdiəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















electrocautery

 
/əˌlektrōˈkôdərē/






noun




cautery using a needle or other instrument that is electrically heated.













electrochemistry

 
/əˌlektrōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of chemistry that deals with the relations between electrical and chemical phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrochemical

 
/əˈˌlektrōˈkeməkəl əˈˌlektrəˈkeməkəl ēˈˌlektrəˈkeməkəl ēˈˌlektrōˈkeməkəl /






adjective













2.
 
electrochemically

 
/-ˈkemik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
electrochemist






noun





















electrochromism

 
/əˌlektrōˈkrōmizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the property of certain dyes of changing color when placed in an electric field.








II.
 
derivatives





electrochromic

 
/-ˈkrōmik /






adjective





















electrocoagulation

 
/əˌlektrōˌkōˌaɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




the coagulation of blood or other tissues by the local application of an electric current to produce concentrated heat.













electroconvulsive

 
/əˌlektrōkənˈvəlsiv/






adjective




of or relating to the treatment of mental illness by the application of electric shocks to the brain.













electrocorticogram

 
/əˌlektrōˈkôrdəkōɡram/






noun






[Physiology]

 a chart or record of the electrical activity of the brain made using electrodes in direct contact with it.













electrocute

 
/əˈlektrəˌkyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
injure or kill someone by electric shock




•
 
a man was electrocuted when he switched on the Christmas tree lights.










2.
 
execute (a convicted criminal) by means of the electric chair.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from electro-
 , on the pattern of 
execute

 .





electrocution

 
/əˌlektrəˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/






noun




the injury or killing of someone by electric shock




•
 
they switched off the power supply to avoid any risk of electrocution




•
 
death row inmates face either electrocution or lethal injection.



















electrocyte

 
/əˈlektrəˌsīt/






noun






[Zoology]

 a modified muscle or nerve cell that generates electricity in the electric organ of certain fishes.














electrode

 
/əˈlektrōd/





I.
 
noun




a conductor through which electricity enters or leaves an object, substance, or region.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from electric
 + Greek 
hodos

 ‘way,’ on the pattern of 
anode

 and 
cathode

 .





electrodermal

 
/əˌlektrōˈdərməl/






adjective




of or relating to measurement of the electrical conductivity of the skin, especially as an indicator of someone's emotional responses.













electrodialysis

 
/əˌlektrōdīˈaləsəs/






noun






[Chemistry]

 dialysis in which the movement of ions is aided by an electric field applied across the semipermeable membrane.













electrodynamics

 
/əˌlektrōˌdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of mechanics concerned with the interaction of electric currents with magnetic fields or with other electric currents.








II.
 
derivatives





electrodynamic






adjective





















electrodynamometer

 
/əˌlektrōˌdīnəˈmämidər/






noun




an instrument that measures electric current by indicating the strength of repulsion or attraction between the magnetic fields of two sets of coils, one fixed and one movable.













electroencephalogram

 
/əˌlektrōənˈsefələɡram /

 
EEG






noun




a test or record of brain activity produced by electroencephalography.













electroencephalograph

 
/əˌlektrōənˈsefələɡraf /

 
EEG






noun




a machine used for electroencephalography.













electroencephalography

 
/əˌlektrōənˌsefəˈläɡrəfē/






noun




the measurement of electrical activity in different parts of the brain and the recording of such activity as a visual trace (on paper or on an oscilloscope screen).













electrofish

 
/əˌlektrəˌfiSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish (a stretch of water) using electrocution or a weak electric field.













electrofusion

 
/iˌlektrōˈfyo͞oZHən/






noun




fusion (in cells or other materials) that is induced by the application of electric current




•
 
the shell and center are joined by electrofusion, with the reconstructed embryo retaining most of the mother's DNA.



















electrogenic

 
/əˌlektrōˈjenik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 producing a change in the electrical potential of a cell.













electrojet

 
/əˈlektrəˌjet/






noun




an intense electric current that occurs in a narrow belt in the lower ionosphere, especially in the region of strong auroral displays.













electrokinetic

 
/əˌlektrōkəˈnedik/






adjective




of or relating to the flow of electricity.













electroless

 
/iˈlektrōlis/






adjective




relating to or denoting nickel plating using chemical means, as opposed to electroplating.













electrolier

 
/əˌlektrəˈlir/





I.
 
noun




a chandelier in which the lights are electrical.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from electro-
 , on the pattern of 
chandelier

 .





electrologist

 
/ilekˈträləjist/






noun




a person trained to remove unwanted hair on the body or face or small blemishes on the skin by a method that involves the application of heat using an electric current.













electroluminescence

 
/əˌlektrōˌlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 luminescence produced electrically, especially in a phosphor by the application of a voltage.








II.
 
derivatives





electroluminescent






adjective






















electrolysis

 
/əˌlekˈträləsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 chemical decomposition produced by passing an electric current through a liquid or solution containing ions.




2.
 
the removal of hair roots or small blemishes on the skin by the application of heat using an electric current.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrolytic

 
/əˌlektrəˈlidik /






adjective













2.
 
electrolytical

 
/iˌlektrəˈlitikəl /






adjective













3.
 
electrolytically

 
/iˌlektrəˈlitik(ə)lē /






adverb





















electrolyte

 
/əˈlektrəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a liquid or gel that contains ions and can be decomposed by electrolysis, e.g., that present in a battery.




2.
 
(usu. 
electrolytes

 )
 — 

[Physiology]

 the ionized or ionizable constituents of a living cell, blood, or other organic matter.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from electro-
 + Greek 
lutos

 ‘released’ (from 
luein

 ‘loosen’).





electrolytic cell

 
/əˌlektrəˌlidik ˈsel/






noun



1.
 
a cell in which electrolysis occurs, consisting of an electrolyte through which current from an external source is passed, by a system of electrodes, in order to produce an electrochemical reaction.




2.
 
a cell consisting of an electrolyte, its container, and two electrodes, in which the electrochemical reaction between the electrodes and the electrolyte produces an electric current.













electrolyze

 
/əˈlektrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to or treat by electrolysis




•
 
when you electrolyze water, it splits into hydrogen and oxygen.














II.
 
derivatives





electrolyzer






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from electrolysis
 , on the pattern of 
analyze

 .





electromagnet

 
/əˈlektrōˌmaɡnət/






noun






[Physics]

 a soft metal core made into a magnet by the passage of electric current through a coil surrounding it.













electromagnetic

 
/əˌlektrōmaɡˈnetik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the interrelation of electric currents or fields and magnetic fields.








II.
 
derivatives





electromagnetically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















electromagnetic field






noun






[Physics]

 a field of force that consists of both electric and magnetic components, resulting from the motion of an electric charge and containing a definite amount of electromagnetic energy.













electromagnetic pulse






noun




an intense pulse of electromagnetic radiation, especially one generated by a nuclear explosion and occurring high above the earth's surface.













electromagnetic radiation






noun






[Physics]

 a kind of radiation including visible light, radio waves, gamma rays, and X-rays, in which electric and magnetic fields vary simultaneously.













electromagnetic spectrum






noun






[Physics]

 the range of wavelengths or frequencies over which electromagnetic radiation extends.













electromagnetic units






plural noun






[Physics]

 a largely obsolete system of electrical units derived primarily from the magnetic properties of electric currents.













electromagnetism

 
/əˌlektrōˈmaɡnəˌtizəm/






noun



1.
 
the interaction of electric currents or fields and magnetic fields.




2.
 
the branch of physics concerned with this.













electromechanical

 
/əˌlektrōməˈkanək(ə)l/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a mechanical device that is electrically operated.













electrometer

 
/ēˌlekˈträmədər əˌlekˈträmədər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an instrument for measuring electrical potential without drawing any current from the circuit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrometric

 
/iˌlektrəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
electrometry

 
/-ˈträmitrē /






noun





















electromotive

 
/əˌlektrəˈmōdiv/






adjective






[Physics]

 producing or tending to produce an electric current.













electromotive force

 
/əˌlektrəˈmōdiv ēˌlektrəˈmōdiv fôrs /

 
emf






noun






[Physics]

 a difference in potential that tends to give rise to an electric current.













electromyogram

 
/əˌlektrōˈmīəɡram/






noun






[Medicine]

 a record or display produced by electromyography.













electromyography

 
/əˌlektrōmīˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the recording of the electrical activity of muscle tissue, or its representation as a visual display or audible signal, using electrodes attached to the skin or inserted into the muscle.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electromyograph

 
/-ˈmīəˌɡraf /






noun













2.
 
electromyographic

 
/-ˌmīəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
electromyographically

 
/-ˌmīəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb






















electron

 
/əˈlekˌträn/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a stable subatomic particle with a charge of negative electricity, found in all atoms and acting as the primary carrier of electricity in solids.

The electron's mass is about 9 × 1028
 g, 1,836 times less than that of the proton. Electrons orbit the positively charged nuclei of atoms and are responsible for binding atoms together in molecules and for the electrical, thermal, optical, and magnetic properties of solids. Electric currents in metals and in semiconductors consist of a flow of electrons, and light, radio waves, X-rays, and much heat radiation are all produced by accelerating and decelerating electrons.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from electric
 + -on
 .





electron beam






noun






[Physics]

 a stream of electrons in a gas or vacuum.













electron-dense






adjective




(of biological specimens) allowing the passage of few electrons, and so appearing dark in electron micrographs.













electron diffraction






noun






[Physics]

 the diffraction of a beam of electrons by atoms or molecules, used especially for determining crystal structures.













electronegative

 
/əˌlektrəˈneɡədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 electrically negative.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an element) tending to acquire electrons and form negative ions in chemical reactions.








II.
 
derivatives





electronegativity

 
/əˌlektrōˌneɡəˈtivədē /






noun





electronegative
 (
sense

 2)





















electron gun






noun






[Physics]

 a device for producing a narrow stream of electrons from a heated cathode.














electronic

 
/əˌlekˈtränik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a device) having or operating with the aid of many small components, especially microchips and transistors, that control and direct an electric current




•
 
an electronic calculator.










2.
 
(of music) produced by electronic instruments.




3.
 
of or relating to electronics




•
 
a degree in electronic engineering.










4.
 
of or relating to electrons.




5.
 
carried out or accessed by means of a computer or other electronic device, especially over a network




•
 
electronic banking.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from electron
 + -ic
 .






electronica

 
/ilekˈtränikə, ˌēlek-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a popular style of music deriving from techno and rave and having a more ambient, esoteric, or cerebral quality.




2.
 
electronic devices or technology considered collectively.











– origin

 1990s: from electronic
 + -a
 2
 .





electronically

 
/əˌlekˈtränəklē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of electronic equipment or devices




•
 
the information can be recorded electronically




•
 
electronically controlled access gates




•
 
online services that can be accessed electronically.










2.
 
in a way that relates to electrons




•
 
molecules that can accept energy to form electronically excited states.




















electronic cigarette






noun




a cigarette-shaped device containing a nicotine-based liquid that is vaporized and inhaled, used to simulate the experience of smoking tobacco




•
 
more smokers are turning to electronic cigarettes to help them quit smoking.



















electronic flash






noun






[Photography]

 a flash from a gas-discharge tube, used in high-speed photography.














electronic mail






noun




another term for email
 .













electronic music






noun




music performed using synthesizers and other electronic instruments.














electronic organizer






noun




a pocket-sized computer used for storing and retrieving information such as addresses and appointments.













electronic publishing






noun




the issuing of books and other material in machine-readable form rather than on paper.














electronics

 
/əˌlekˈträniks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics and technology concerned with the design of circuits using transistors and microchips, and with the behavior and movement of electrons in a semiconductor, conductor, vacuum, or gas




•
 
electronics is seen as a growth industry




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
electronics engineers.










2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — circuits or devices using transistors, microchips, and other components.














electronic signature






noun






[Computing]

 symbols or other data in digital form attached to an electronically transmitted document as verification of the sender’s intent to sign the document




•
 
the new rules will make electronic signatures acceptable and speed up the application process.







See also digital signature
 .













electronic skin






noun




a thin layer of material containing electronic sensors that is designed to mimic some of the properties of human skin, especially its sensitivity to pressure and temperature




•
 
in experiments, the researchers laminated electronic skin onto a prosthetic hand.



















electronic tagging






noun




the attaching of electronic markers to people or goods for monitoring purposes, e.g., to track offenders under house arrest or to deter shoplifters.













electron lens






noun






[Physics]

 a device for focusing a stream of electrons by means of electric or magnetic fields.













electron microscope






noun






[Physics]

 a microscope with high magnification and resolution, employing electron beams in place of light and using electron lenses.













electron optics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics that deals with the behavior of electrons and electron beams in magnetic and electric fields.













electron pair






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 two electrons occupying the same orbital in an atom or molecule.




2.
 


[Physics]

 an electron and a positron produced in a high-energy reaction.













electron spin resonance

 
ESR






noun






[Physics]

 a spectroscopic method of locating electrons within the molecules of a paramagnetic substance.













electron tube






noun






[Physics]

 an evacuated or gas-filled tube in which a current of electrons flows between electrodes.













electron volt

 
eV






noun






[Physics]

 a unit of energy equal to the work done on an electron in accelerating it through a potential difference of one volt.













electrooculogram

 
/əˌlektrōˈäkyələɡram/






noun




a record produced by electrooculography.













electrooculography

 
/əˌlektrōˌäkyəˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the measurement of the electrical potential between electrodes placed at points close to the eye, used to investigate eye movements especially in physiological research.








II.
 
derivatives





electrooculographic

 
/-ləˈɡrafik /






adjective





















electrooptics

 
/əˌlektrōˈäptiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science that deals with the effect of electric fields on light and on the optical properties of substances.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrooptic






adjective













2.
 
electrooptical

 
/-ˈäptikəl /






adjective





















electroosmosis

 
/əˌlektrōäzˈmōsis/





I.
 
noun




osmosis under the influence of an electric field.








II.
 
derivatives





electroosmotic

 
/-ˈmätik /






adjective






















electrophilic

 
/əˌlektrəˈfilik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a molecule or group) having a tendency to attract or acquire electrons.

Often contrasted with nucleophilic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





electrophile

 
/iˈlektrəˌfīl /






noun






















electrophoresis

 
/əˌlektrəfəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 the movement of charged particles in a fluid or gel under the influence of an electric field.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrophorese

 
/-ˈrēs /






verb













2.
 
electrophoretic

 
/əˌlektrəfəˈredik /






adjective













3.
 
electrophoretically

 
/-ˈretik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from electro-
 + Greek 
phorēsis

 ‘being carried.’





electrophorus

 
/əˌlekˈträfərəs/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a device for repeatedly generating static electricity by induction.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from electro-
 + Greek 
-phoros

 ‘bearing.’





electrophysiology

 
/əˌlektrōˌfizēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of physiology that deals with the electrical phenomena associated with nervous and other bodily activity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrophysiological

 
/-ˌfizēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
electrophysiologically

 
/-ˌfizēəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
electrophysiologist

 
/-jist /






noun






















electroplate

 
/əˈlektrəˌplāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
electroplating

 )


1.
 
coat (a metal object) by electrolytic deposition with chromium, silver, or another metal.








II.
 
noun




electroplated articles.








III.
 
derivatives





electroplater






noun





















electroplax

 
/əˈlektrōˌplaks /

 
electroplaque






noun






[Zoology]

 each of a number of flattened plates of protoplasm that make up the electric organ of certain fishes, e.g., the electric eel.













electropolish

 
/əˈlektrōˌpäliSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
electropolishing

 )


1.
 
give a shiny surface to (metal) using electrolysis.













electropop

 
/əˈlektrōpôp/






noun




a style of popular music characterized by the use of electronically created sounds, with a synthesizer as the primary instrument.













electroporation

 
/iˌlektrōpəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the action or process of introducing DNA or chromosomes into bacteria or other cells using a pulse of electricity to briefly open the pores in the cell membranes.








II.
 
derivatives





electroporate

 
/-ˈpôrˌāt /






verb





















electropositive

 
/əˌlektrəˈpäzədiv/






adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 electrically positive.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an element) tending to lose electrons and form positive ions in chemical reactions.













electroreception

 
/əˌlektrōrəˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the detection by an aquatic animal of electric fields or currents.








II.
 
derivatives





electroreceptor

 
/-ˈseptər /






noun





















electroretinogram

 
/əˌlektrōˈretənōɡram/






noun




a record of the electrical activity of the retina, used in medical diagnosis and research.













electroscope

 
/əˈlektrəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an instrument for detecting and measuring electricity, especially as an indication of the ionization of air by radioactivity.








II.
 
derivatives





electroscopic

 
/iˌlektrəˈskäpik /






adjective





















electroshock

 
/əˈlektrōˌSHäk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to medical treatment by means of electric shocks




•
 
electroshock therapy.



















electrosomatic

 
/əˌlektrōsəˈmadik/






adjective



1.
 
pertaining to electronic devices implanted in an organism.




2.
 
pertaining to electrical fields within an organism.













electrostatic

 
/əˌlektrōˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 of or relating to stationary electric charges or fields as opposed to electric currents.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from electro-
 + static
 , on the pattern of 
hydrostatic

 .





electrostatic generator






noun




any of various devices used to build up an electric charge to an extreme potential in order to generate electricity, especially the Van de Graaf generator.













electrostatic precipitator






noun




a device that removes suspended dust particles from a gas or exhaust by applying a high-voltage electrostatic charge and collecting the particles on charged plates.













electrostatics

 
/əˌlektrōˈstadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 the study of stationary electric charges or fields as opposed to electric currents.













electrostatic units






plural noun




a system of units based primarily on the forces between electric charges.













electrosurgery

 
/iˌlektrōˈsərjərē/





I.
 
noun




surgery using a high-frequency electric current to heat and so cut tissue with great precision.








II.
 
derivatives





electrosurgical

 
/-ˈsərjikəl /






adjective





















electrotechnology

 
/əˌlektrōtekˈnäləjē /

 
electrotechnics





I.
 
noun




the science of the application of electricity in technology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrotechnic

 
/-ˈteknik /






adjective













2.
 
electrotechnical

 
/-ˈteknikəl /






adjective





















electrotherapy

 
/əˌlektrōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the use of electric currents passed through the body to stimulate nerves and muscles, chiefly in the treatment of various forms of paralysis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrotherapeutic

 
/-ˌTHerəˈpyo͞otik /






adjective













2.
 
electrotherapeutical

 
/-ˌTHerəˈpyo͞otikəl /






adjective













3.
 
electrotherapist

 
/əˌlektrəˈTHerəpəst /






noun





















electrothermal

 
/əˌlektrəˈTHərməl/






adjective






[Physics]

 of or relating to heat derived from electricity.














electrotype

 
/əˈlektrəˌtīp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
electrotyping

 )


1.
 
make a copy of (something) by the electrolytic deposition of copper on a mold.








II.
 
noun




a copy made by electrotyping.








III.
 
derivatives





electrotyper






noun





















electrovalent

 
/əˌlektrəˈvālənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of bonding) resulting from electrostatic attraction between positive and negative ions; ionic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
electrovalence

 
/əˌlektrəˈvāləns /






noun













2.
 
electrovalency

 
/əˌlektrəˈvālənsē /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from electro-
 + 
-valent

 , on the pattern of 
trivalent

 .





electroweak

 
/əˌlektrōˈwēk/






adjective






[Physics]

 relating to or denoting electromagnetic and weak interactions regarded as manifestations of the same interaction.













electrum

 
/əˈlektrəm/





I.
 
noun




a natural or artificial alloy of gold with at least 20 percent silver, used for jewelry, especially in ancient times.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
ēlektron

 ‘amber, electrum.’





electuary

 
/əˈlekCHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a medicinal substance mixed with honey or another sweet substance.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
electuarium

 , probably from Greek 
ekleikton

 , from 
ekleikhein

 ‘lick up.’





eleemosynary

 
/ˌeləˈmäsnərē/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or dependent on charity; charitable.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a place where alms were distributed): from medieval Latin 
eleemosynarius

 , from late Latin 
eleemosyna

 ‘alms,’ from Greek 
eleēmosunē

 ‘compassion’ (see alms
 ).





elegance

 
/ˈeləɡəns/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being graceful and stylish in appearance or manner; style




•
 
a slender woman with grace and elegance.










2.
 
the quality of being pleasingly ingenious and simple; neatness




•
 
the simplicity and elegance of the solution.



















elegancy

 
/ˈeliɡənsē/






noun



1.
 
graceful and stylish appearance or manner; elegance.




2.
 
something that is elegant




•
 
I do hope you will study a little of the proprieties and elegancies of life.




















elegant

 
/ˈeləɡənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pleasingly graceful and stylish in appearance or manner




•
 
she will look elegant in black




•
 
an elegant, comfortable house.










2.
 
(of a scientific theory or solution to a problem) pleasingly ingenious and simple




•
 
the grand unified theory is compact and elegant in mathematical terms.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (describing a person dressing tastefully): from French, or from Latin 
elegans

 , 
elegant-

 , related to 
eligere

 ‘choose, select’ (see elect
 ).





elegantly

 
/ˈeləɡən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a graceful and stylish manner




•
 
a handsome, elegantly dressed businessman




•
 
tendrils of clouds glide elegantly across the sky.










2.
 
in a pleasingly ingenious and simple manner




•
 
an elegantly phrased argument




•
 
he has elegantly solved the problem.



















elegant variation






noun




the stylistic fault of studiedly finding different ways to denote the same thing in a piece of writing, merely to avoid repetition.













elegiac

 
/ˌeləˈjīək/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a work of art) having a mournful quality




•
 
the movie score is a somber effort, elegiac in its approach.










2.
 
wistfully mournful.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
elegiacs

 )


1.
 
verses in an elegiac meter.








III.
 
derivatives





elegiacally

 
/ˌeləˈjīək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
élégiaque

 , or via late Latin, from Greek 
elegeiakos

 , from 
elegeia

 (see elegy
 ).





elegiac couplet






noun




a pair of lines consisting of a dactylic hexameter and a pentameter, especially in Greek and Latin verse.














elegiac stanza






noun




a quatrain in iambic pentameter rhymed 
abab

 .

Compare with heroic stanza
 .













elegize

 
/ˈeləˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write in a wistfully mournful way about someone or something.








II.
 
derivatives





elegist

 
/-jist /






noun






















elegy

 
/ˈeləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poem of serious reflection, typically a lament for the dead.




2.
 
(in Greek and Roman poetry) a poem written in elegiac couplets, as notably by Catullus and Propertius.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
élégie

 , or via Latin, from Greek 
elegeia

 , from 
elegos

 ‘mournful poem.’





elem.






abbreviation




elementary.














element

 
/ˈeləmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part or aspect of something abstract, especially one that is essential or characteristic




•
 
the death had 
all the elements of

 a great tabloid story




•
 
there are four elements to the proposal.










2.
 
a small but significant presence of a feeling or abstract quality




•
 
it was the element of danger he loved in flying.










3.
 
(
elements

 )
 — the rudiments of a branch of knowledge




•
 
legal training may include the elements of economics and political science.










4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ] (often 
elements

 )
 — a group of people of a particular kind within a larger group or organization




•
 
extreme right-wing elements in the army.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 an entity that is a single member of a set.




6.
 
(also 
chemical element

 )
 — each of more than one hundred substances that cannot be chemically interconverted or broken down into simpler substances and are primary constituents of matter. Each element is distinguished by its atomic number, i.e., the number of protons in the nuclei of its atoms.




7.
 
any of the four substances (earth, water, air, and fire) regarded as the fundamental constituents of the world in ancient and medieval philosophy.




8.
 
one of the four substances (earth, water, air, or fire) considered as a person's or animal's natural environment




•
 
for the islanders, the sea is their kingdom, water their element.










9.
 
(
the elements

 )
 — the weather, especially strong winds, heavy rain, and other kinds of bad weather




•
 
there was no barrier against the elements.










10.
 
(
elements

 )
 — (in church use) the bread and wine of the Eucharist.




11.
 
a part in an electric teapot, heater, or stove that contains a wire through which an electric current is passed to provide heat.




12.
 
on some electric typewriters, a ball with raised letters that print when the keys are pressed.








II.
 
phrases





be in (or out of) one's element






be in (or not in) a situation or environment that one particularly likes and in which one can perform well




•
 
she was in her element with doctors and hospitals.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting fundamental constituents of the world or celestial objects): via Old French from Latin 
elementum

 ‘principle, rudiment,’ translating Greek 
stoikheion

 ‘step, component part.’





elemental

 
/ˌeləˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
primary or basic




•
 
elemental features from which all other structures are compounded.










2.
 
concerned with chemical elements or other basic components




•
 
elemental analysis.










3.
 
consisting of a single chemical element.




4.
 
related to or embodying the powers of nature




•
 
a thunderstorm is the inevitable outcome of battling elemental forces.










5.
 
(of an emotion) having the primitive and inescapable character of a force of nature




•
 
the urge for revenge was too elemental to be ignored.














II.
 
noun




a supernatural entity or force thought to be physically manifested by occult means.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elementalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
elementally






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
elementalis

 , from 
elementum

 ‘principle, rudiment’ (see element
 ).





elementary

 
/ˌeləˈment(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the most rudimentary aspects of a subject




•
 
the six stages take students from elementary to advanced level.










2.
 
easily dealt with; straightforward and uncomplicated




•
 
it's interesting work, although a lot of it is elementary.










3.
 
not decomposable into elements or other primary constituents.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elementarily

 
/-rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
elementariness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘composed of the four elements, earth, air, fire, and water’): from Latin 
elementarius

 , from 
elementum

 ‘principle, rudiment’ (see element
 ). Current senses dates from the mid 16th cent.





elementary backstroke






noun




a swimming stroke performed on the back in which the arms are extended straight out and then brought to the sides in a circular motion while the legs are tucked in toward the body and then kicked out in a corresponding movement




•
 
I sighed, doing an elementary backstroke to keep afloat.




















elementary particle






noun




any of various fundamental subatomic particles, including those that are the smallest and most basic constituents of matter (leptons and quarks) or are combinations of these (hadrons, which consist of quarks), and those that transmit one of the four fundamental interactions in nature (gravitational, electromagnetic, strong, and weak).

Compare with subatomic particle
 , and see baryon
 , boson
 , gluon
 , graviton
 , meson
 , photon
 , W particle
 , Z particle
 .














elementary school






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a school for the first four to six grades, and usually including kindergarten.














elemi

 
/ˈeləmē/





I.
 
noun




an oleoresin obtained from a tropical tree and used in varnishes, ointments, and aromatherapy.

[This resin is obtained from several trees in the family 
Burseraceae

 , in particular 
Bursera simaruba

 (producing 
American elemi

 ) and 
Canarium luzanicum

 (producing 
Manila elemi

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Arabic 
al-lāmī

 .





elenchus

 
/əˈleNGkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 a logical refutation.

See also ignoratio elenchi
 .




2.
 
(also 
Socratic elenchus

 )
 — 

[Logic]

 the Socratic method of eliciting truth by question and answer, especially as used to refute an argument.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (superseding late Middle English 
elench

 ): via Latin from Greek 
elenkhos

 .





elephant

 
/ˈeləfənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy plant-eating mammal with a prehensile trunk, long curved ivory tusks, and large ears, native to Africa and southern Asia. It is the largest living land animal.

[Family 
Elephantidae

 , order 
Proboscidea

 : two species. See African elephant
 , Indian elephant
 .]




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a size of paper, now standardized at 28 × 23 inches (approximately 711 × 584 mm).








II.
 
derivatives





elephantoid

 
/ˌeləˈfantoid, ˈeləfənˌtoid /






adjective
















III.
 
phrases





the elephant in the room






a major problem or controversial issue that is obviously present but avoided as a subject for discussion because it is more comfortable to do so.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
elefant

 , via Latin from Greek 
elephas

 , 
elephant-

 ‘ivory, elephant.’






elephant bird






noun




a heavily built, giant flightless bird, found in Madagascar until it was exterminated in about 
AD

 1000. The eggs, which are still found occasionally, are the largest known.

Also called aepyornis
 . [Family 
Aepyornithidae

 , genera 
Aepyornis

 and 
Mullerornis

 : several species, including 
A. maximus

 .]













elephant ear






noun




any of a number of plants with large heart-shaped leaves.














elephant grass






noun




a tall robust tropical African grass that is used for fodder and paper.

Also called napier grass
 . [
Pennisetum purpureum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













elephantiasis

 
/ˌeləfənˈtīəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which a limb or other part of the body becomes grossly enlarged due to obstruction of the lymphatic vessels, typically by the nematode parasites that cause filariasis.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
elephas

 , 
elephant-

 ‘elephant’ + -iasis
 .





elephantine

 
/ˌeləˈfan(t)ēn ˌeləˈfanˌtīn ˈeləfənˌtēn ˈeləfənˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective




of, resembling, or characteristic of an elephant or elephants, especially in being large, clumsy, or awkward




•
 
there was an elephantine thud from the bathroom.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
elephantinos

 , from 
elephas

 , 
elephant-

 ‘elephant.’






elephant seal

 
/ˈeləfənt sē(ə)l/






noun




a large seal that breeds on the west coast of North America and the islands around Antarctica. The male is much larger than the female and has a very thick neck and an inflatable snout.

[Genus 
Mirounga

 , family 
Phocidae

 : two species.]













Eleusinian mysteries

 
/ˌelyo͞oˌsinēən ˈmistərēz/






plural noun




the annual rites performed by the ancient Greeks at the village of Eleusis near Athens in honor of Demeter and Persephone.













Eleuthera

 
/iˈlo͞oTHərə/






an island in the central Bahamas, over 100 miles (160 km) long; pop. 8,900 (est. 2009). It was settled by the British in the 1640s.









elev.






abbreviation




elevation.














elevate

 
/ˈeləˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise or lift (something) up to a higher position




•
 
the exercise will naturally elevate your chest and head.










2.
 
raise to a more important or impressive level




•
 
in the 1920s he was 
elevated to

 secretary of state




•
 
exotic toppings elevate a pizza from fast food to fine food.










3.
 
(of a priest) hold up (a consecrated host or chalice) for adoration.




4.
 
increase the level or amount of (something, especially the level of a component of a person's blood)




•
 
high amounts of the drug can elevate blood pressure.










5.
 
raise the axis of (a piece of artillery) to increase its range.








II.
 
derivatives





elevatory

 
/-vəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
elevat-

 ‘raised,’ from the verb 
elevare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out, away’ + 
levare

 ‘lighten’ (from 
levis

 ‘light’).





elevated

 
/ˈeləˌvādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated or placed higher than the surrounding area




•
 
this hotel has an elevated position above the village




•
 
the elevated section of the freeway.










2.
 
(of a level or amount) higher or greater than what is considered normal




•
 
an elevated temperature.










3.
 
of a high intellectual or moral standard or level




•
 
the elevated canon of great literary texts.










4.
 
having a high rank or social standing




•
 
a suitably elevated occupation.














II.
 
noun




an elevated railroad.













elevation

 
/ˌeləˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of elevating or being elevated




•
 
her sudden elevation to the cabinet.










2.
 
augmentation of or increase in the amount or level of something.




3.
 
(in a Christian Mass) the raising of the consecrated elements for adoration.




4.
 
height above a given level, especially sea level




•
 
a network of microclimates created by sharp differences in elevation




•
 
a total elevation gain of 3,995 feet.










5.
 
a high place or position




•
 
most early plantation development was at the higher elevations.










6.
 
the angle of something with the horizontal, especially of a gun or of the direction of a celestial object.




7.
 


[Ballet]

 the ability of a dancer to attain height in jumps.




8.
 
a particular side of a building




•
 
a burglar alarm was prominently displayed on the front elevation.










9.
 
a drawing or diagram, especially of a building, made by projection on a vertical plane.

Compare with plan
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
derivatives





elevational

 
/-SHənl, -SHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
elevatio(n-)

 , from 
elevare

 ‘raise’ (see elevate
 ).






elevator

 
/ˈeləˌvādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a platform or compartment housed in a shaft for raising and lowering people or things to different floors or levels




•
 
in the elevator she pressed the button for the lobby.










2.
 
a machine consisting of an endless belt with scoops attached, used typically for raising grain to be stored in an upper story.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tall building used for storing large quantities of grain.




4.
 
a hinged flap on the horizontal stabilizer of an aircraft, typically one of a pair, used to control the motion of the aircraft about its lateral axis.




5.
 
a muscle whose contraction raises a part of the body




•
 
elevators of the upper lip.










6.
 
(also 
elevator shoe

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a shoe with a raised insole designed to make the wearer appear taller.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a levator muscle): modern Latin, from Latin 
elevare

 ‘raise’; in later use directly from elevate
 .





elevator music






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 bland recorded background music played in public places.













elevator pitch





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a succinct and persuasive sales pitch.











– origin

 from the idea of having to impress a senior executive during a brief ride in an elevator.






eleven

 
/əˈlevən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xi

 or 
XI

 )
 — equivalent to the sum of six and five; one more than ten; 11




•
 
the room was about eleven feet wide




•
 
eighteen schools were founded, eleven of them in Los Angeles.










2.
 
eleven years old




•
 
the eldest is only eleven.










3.
 
eleven o'clock




•
 
she often worked until eleven at night.










4.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by eleven.




5.
 
a group or unit of eleven people or things.




6.
 
a sports team of eleven players.








II.
 
phrases





up to eleven








‹informal›

 so as to reach or surpass the maximum level; to an extreme or intense degree




•
 
turn the volume up to eleven




•
 
I like my art cranked up to eleven.







[1984: coined in the film comedy 
This is Spinal Tap

 , with reference to a rock guitarist whose amplifier's volume control goes up to eleven rather than the usual ten.]












III.
 
derivatives





elevenfold

 
/-ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
endleofon

 , from the base of one
 + a second element (probably expressing the sense ‘left over’) occurring also in twelve
 ; of Germanic origin and related to Dutch and German 
elf

 .





elevenses

 
/əˈlevənzəz/






plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a short break for light refreshments, usually with tea or coffee, taken about eleven o'clock in the morning.













eleventh

 
/əˈlevənTH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number eleven in a sequence; 11th




•
 
the eleventh century




•
 
February the eleventh




•
 
the eleventh fairway of a tiny golf course.










2.
 
(
an eleventh/one eleventh

 )
 — each of eleven equal parts into which something is or may be divided.




3.
 
the eleventh grade of a school.




4.
 


[Music]

 an interval or chord spanning an octave plus a fourth in the diatonic scale, or a note separated from another by this interval.








II.
 
phrases





the eleventh hour






the latest possible moment




•
 
he refused to take a public stand until the eleventh hour of the campaign.























elevon

 
/ˈeləˌvän/





I.
 
noun






[Aeronautics]

 the movable part of the trailing edge of a delta wing.











– origin

 1940s: blend of elevator
 and aileron
 (because the elevon combines the functions of both).






elf

 
/elf/





I.
 
noun




a supernatural creature of folk tales, typically represented as a small, elusive figure in human form with pointed ears, magical powers, and a capricious nature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elfish

 
/ˈelfiSH /






adjective













2.
 
elven

 
/ˈelvən /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›















3.
 
elvish

 
/ˈelviSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German 
Alp

 ‘nightmare.’





ELF






abbreviation




extremely low frequency.













elfin

 
/ˈelfən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(with reference to a person) small and delicate, typically with an attractively mischievous or strange charm




•
 
she looked up at him with an elfin grin.










2.
 
of or relating to elves




•
 
an enchanted world of fairies in elfin glades.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 an elf.




2.
 
a small North American butterfly that is typically brownish with markings on the wing margins that give the impression of scalloped edges.

[Genus 
Incisalia

 , family 
Lycaenidae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from elf
 , probably suggested by Middle English 
elvene

 ‘of elves,’ and by 
Elphin

 , the name of a character in Arthurian romance.





elflocks

 
/ˈelfläks/






plural noun




a tangled mass of hair.













elf owl






noun




a tiny owl that nests in cacti and trees in the arid country of the southern US and Mexico.

[
Micrathene whitneyi

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













Elgar, Sir Edward

 
/ˈelˌɡär, -ɡər/






(1857–1934), English composer; full name 
Sir Edward William Elgar

 . He is known for the five 
Pomp and Circumstance

 marches (1901–30).









Elgin

 
/ˈeljin/






an industrial city in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago, formerly noted for its watch manufacturing; pop. 106,330 (est. 2008).









Elgin Marbles

 
/ˌelɡən ˈmärbəlz/





I.
 
a collection of classical Greek marble sculptures and architectural fragments, chiefly from the Parthenon in Athens, brought to England by the diplomat and art connoisseur Thomas Bruce (1766–1841), the 7th Earl of Elgin.





Executed by Phidias in the 5th century 
BC

 , the sculptures were brought from Greece between 1803 and 1812, when the country was under Turkish control. They are currently housed in the British Museum, but are the subject of a repatriation request from the Greek government, which does not accept the legality of the Turkish sale.






el-Giza

 
/ˌelˈɡēzə/






another name for Giza
 .










El Greco

 
/el ˈɡrekō/






(1541–1614), Spanish painter; born on Crete; born 
Domenikos Theotokopoulos

 . His portraits and religious works are characterized by distorted perspective, elongated figures, and strident use of color. In Spanish, his name means “the Greek.”









elhi

 
/elˈhī/






adjective






‹informal›

 of, relating to, or intended for use in grades 1 to 12.













Eli

 
/ˈēlī/






(in the Bible) a priest who acted as a teacher to the prophet Samuel (1 Sam. 1–3).









Elia

 
/ˈēlēə/






the pseudonym adopted by Charles Lamb in his 
Essays of Elia

 (1823) and 
Last Essays of Elia

 (1833).









elicit

 
/ēˈlisət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evoke or draw out (a response, answer, or fact) from someone in reaction to one's own actions or questions




•
 
they invariably elicit exclamations of approval from guests.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 draw forth (something that is latent or potential) into existence




•
 
a corrupt heart elicits in an hour all that is bad in us.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elicitation

 
/əˌlisəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
elicitor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
elicit-

 ‘drawn out by trickery or magic,’ from the verb 
elicere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
lacere

 ‘entice, deceive.’






elide

 
/ēˈlīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
omit (a sound or syllable) when speaking


(as 
adj.

 
elided

 )


•
 
the indication of elided consonants or vowels.










2.
 
join together; merge




•
 
whole periods of time are 
elided into

 a few seconds of screen time




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the two things elided in his mind.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘annul, do away with,’ chiefly as a Scots legal term): from Latin 
elidere

 ‘crush out,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
laedere

 ‘to dash.’ / 
usage:

 The standard meaning of the verb 
elide

 is ‘omit,’ most frequently used as a term to describe the way that some sounds or syllables are dropped in speech, e.g., in contractions such as 
I'll

 or 
he's

 . The result of such omission (or 
elision

 ) is that the two surrounding syllables are merged; this fact has given rise to a new sense, with the meaning ‘join together, merge,’ as in the two things 
elided

 in his mind. This new sense is now common in general use.





eligibility

 
/ˌeləjəˈbilədē/






noun




the state of having the right to do or obtain something through satisfaction of the appropriate conditions




•
 
your 
eligibility for

 benefits will depend on your income




•
 
restrictions governing the eligibility of candidates.



















eligible

 
/ˈeləjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the right to do or obtain something; satisfying the appropriate conditions




•
 
customers who are 
eligible for

 discounts




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
a foreign student is eligible to attend the school.










2.
 
(of a person) desirable or suitable as a partner in marriage




•
 
the world's most eligible bachelor.














II.
 
derivatives





eligibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from late Latin 
eligibilis

 , from Latin 
eligere

 ‘choose, select’ (see elect
 ).





Elijah

 
/əˈlījə/






(9th century 
BC

 ), a Hebrew prophet in the time of Jezebel who maintained the worship of Jehovah against that of Baal and other pagan gods.









eliminate

 
/əˈliməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
completely remove or get rid of (something)




•
 
a policy that would eliminate inflation.










2.
 
exclude (someone or something) from consideration




•
 
the police have 
eliminated

 Larry 
from

 their inquiries.










3.
 
murder (a rival or political opponent).




4.
 
(usu. 
be eliminated

 )
 — exclude (a person or team) from further participation in a sporting competition following defeat or inadequate results




•
 
the Bears were 
eliminated from

 the playoffs in the first round.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 remove (a variable) from an equation, typically by substituting another that is shown by a different equation to be equivalent.




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 generate or remove (a simple substance) as a product in the course of a reaction involving larger molecules.




7.
 


[Physiology]

 expel (waste matter) from the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eliminable

 
/əˈlimənəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
eliminator

 
/əˈliməˌnādər /






noun













3.
 
eliminatory

 
/əˈlimənəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘drive out, expel’): from Latin 
eliminat-

 ‘turned out of doors,’ from the verb 
eliminare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
limen

 , 
limin-

 ‘threshold.’





elimination

 
/əˌliməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the complete removal or destruction of something




•
 
the elimination of extreme poverty is a key objective




•
 
a global commitment to the elimination of nuclear weapons.










2.
 
the exclusion of someone or something from consideration or further participation




•
 
a 1-1 draw confirmed their 
elimination from

 the tournament




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
after the initial elimination rounds, 16 boys qualified for the final.










3.
 
the expulsion of waste matter from the body




•
 
the treatment promotes the elimination of toxins.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the removal of a variable from an equation, typically by substituting another which is shown by another equation to be equivalent




•
 
Bezout's method of elimination.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 the generation of a simple substance as a product in the course of a reaction involving larger molecules




•
 
a condensation reaction can link together two monosaccharide sugars to form a disaccharide with the elimination of water.



















elimination diet






noun




a procedure used to identify foods that may be causing an adverse effect in a person, in which all suspected foods are excluded from the diet and then reintroduced one at a time.













eliminationism

 
/əˌliməˈnāSHəˌniz(ə)m/






noun




the belief or policy that a particular group of people should be expelled or eradicated




•
 
a regime that stands for little other than racist eliminationism.



















eliminationist

 
/əˌliməˈnāSHənəst/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to the belief that a particular group of people should be expelled or eradicated




•
 
their eliminationist rhetoric.














II.
 
noun




an advocate or supporter of the belief or policy that a particular group of people should be expelled or eradicated




•
 
racists and eliminationists.



















ELINT

 
/ˈelint/





I.
 
noun




covert intelligence-gathering by electronic means.











– origin

 1960s: blend of electronic
 and intelligence
 .






Eliot, George

 
/ˈelēət/






(1819–80), English novelist; pseudonym of 
Mary Ann Evans

 . Her novels of provincial life are characterized by their exploration of moral problems and their development of the psychological analysis that marks the modern novel. Notable works: 
Adam Bede

 (1859), 
The Mill on the Floss

 (1860), and 
Middlemarch

 (1871–72).









Eliot, T. S.






(1888–1965), British poet, critic, and playwright; born in the US; full name 
Thomas Stearns Eliot

 . Associated with the rise of literary modernism, he was established as the voice of a disillusioned generation with his long poem 
The Waste Land

 (1922). 
Four Quartets

 (1943) revealed his increasing involvement with Christianity. Nobel Prize for Literature (1948).









ELISA

 
/iˈlīzə, iˈlīsə/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay, an immunological assay technique making use of an enzyme bonded to a particular antibody or antigen.














Elisabethville

 
/əˈlizəbəTHˌvil/






former name (until 1966) of Lubumbashi
 .









Elisha

 
/əˈlīSHə/






(9th century 
BC

 ), a Hebrew prophet, disciple, and successor of Elijah.









elision

 
/əˈliZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the omission of a sound or syllable when speaking (as in 
I'm

 , 
let's

 , 
e

 '
en

 ).




2.
 
an omission of a passage in a book, speech, or film




•
 
the movie's elisions and distortions have been carefully thought out.










3.
 
the process of joining together or merging things, especially abstract ideas




•
 
unease at the elision of so many vital questions.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
elision-

 , from Latin 
elidere

 ‘crush out’ (see elide
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at elide
 .






elite

 
/əˈlēt āˈlēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


a.
 
a select part of a group that is superior to the rest in terms of ability or qualities




•
 
the elite of Britain's armed forces




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
elite colleges and universities




•
 
an elite athlete.










b.
 
a group or class of people seen as having the greatest power and influence within a society, especially because of their wealth or privilege




•
 
the country's governing elite




•
 
the silent majority were looked down upon by the liberal elite.














2.
 
a size of letter in typewriting, with 12 characters to the inch (about 4.7 to the centimeter).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
élite

 ‘selection, choice,’ from 
élire

 ‘to elect,’ from a variant of Latin 
eligere

 (see elect
 ). 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 20th cent.





elitism

 
/əˈlēdˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
the advocacy or existence of an elite as a dominating element in a system or society.




2.
 
the attitude or behavior of a person or group who regard themselves as belonging to an elite




•
 
he accused her of racism and white elitism.



















elitist

 
/əˈlēdəst āˈlēdəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or supporting the view that a society or system should be led by an elite




•
 
older men with an elitist attitude about music




•
 
the image of polo as an elitist sport.










2.
 
demonstrating a superior attitude or behavior associated with an elite




•
 
some that say he is a spoiled, elitist snob.














II.
 
noun




a person who believes that a society or system should be led by an elite




•
 
critics portray him as an out-of-touch elitist.



















elixir

 
/əˈliksər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a magical or medicinal potion




•
 
an elixir guaranteed to induce love.










2.
 
a preparation that was supposedly able to change metals into gold, sought by alchemists.




3.
 
(also 
elixir of life

 )
 — a preparation supposedly able to prolong life indefinitely.




4.
 
a medicinal solution of a specified type




•
 
a natural herbal cough elixir.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Arabic 
al-'iksīr

 , from 
al

 ‘the’ + 
'iksīr

 from Greek 
xērion

 ‘powder for drying wounds’ (from 
xēros

 ‘dry’).





Elizabeth

 
/əˈlizəbəTH/






an industrial port city in northeastern New Jersey, on Newark Bay; pop. 124,755 (est. 2008).









Elizabeth, the Queen Mother






(1900–2002), wife of George VI; born 
Lady Elizabeth Angela Marguerite Bowes-Lyon

 . She married George VI in 1923 when he was the Duke of York; they had two daughters, Elizabeth II and Princess Margaret.









Elizabeth I

 
/əˌlizəbəTH T͟Həˈfərst/






(1533–1603), daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn; queen of England and Ireland 1558–1603. Succeeding her Catholic sister Mary I, Elizabeth re-established Protestantism as the state religion. Her reign was dominated by the threat of a Catholic restoration and by war with Spain, culminating in the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588. Although frequently courted, she never married.









Elizabeth II






(1926–), daughter of George VI; queen of the United Kingdom since 1952; born 
Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary

 . She married Prince Philip in 1947; they have four children: Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew, and Prince Edward.










Elizabethan

 
/əˌlizəˈbēTH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I




•
 
a lady in Elizabethan dress.














II.
 
noun




a person, especially a writer, of the time of Queen Elizabeth I.














Elizabethan sonnet






noun




a type of sonnet much used by Shakespeare, written in iambic pentameter and consisting of three quatrains and a final couplet with the rhyme scheme abab cdcd efef gg.














elk

 
/elk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or elks)
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a red deer of a large race native to North America.

Also called wapiti
 . [
Cervus canadensis

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for moose
 .




3.
 
(
pl.

 Elks) (
Elk

 )
 — a member of a charitable fraternal organization, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably from Old English 
elh

 , 
eolh

 , with substitution of 
k

 for 
h

 . Other words that have undergone this change are dialect 
selk

 (Old English 
seolh

 ‘seal’) and 
fark

 (Old English 
færh

 ‘farrow’).






elk grass






noun




another name for beargrass
 .













Elkhart

 
/ˈelˌkärt, ˈelkˌhärt/






an industrial city in northern Indiana, a rail center that is also noted for the manufacture of musical instruments; pop. 52,653 (est. 2008).









Elk Hills






a range in south central California, near Bakersfield, the site of an oil reserve that was involved in the 1920s Teapot Dome scandal.









elkhound

 
/ˈelkhound /

 
Norwegian elkhound






noun




a large hunting dog of a Scandinavian breed with a shaggy gray coat.














ell1


 
/el/





I.
 
noun




a former measure of length (equivalent to six hand breadths) used mainly for textiles, locally variable but typically about 45 inches.











– origin

 Old English 
eln

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
ulna

 (see ulna
 ). Compare with elbow
 and also with cubit
 (the measure was originally linked to the length of the human arm or forearm).





ell2


 
/el/






noun



1.
 
something that is L-shaped or that creates an L shape, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an extension of a building or room that is at right angles to the main part.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a bend or joint for connecting two pipes at right angles.













ellagic acid

 
/əˌlajik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound extracted from oak galls and various fruits and nuts. It has some ability to inhibit blood flow and retard the growth of cancer cells.

[A tetracyclic phenol; chem. formula: C14
 H6
 O8
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
ellagic

 from French 
ellagique

 (an anagram of 
galle

 ‘gallnut’ + 
-ique

 ), thus avoiding the form 
gallique

 , already in use.





Ellesmere Island

 
/ˌelzmir ˈīlənd/






the most northern of the islands in the Canadian Arctic.









Ellet, Charles

 
/ˈelit/






(1810–62), US engineer. In 1841–42, he built the first public wire suspension bridge in the US, across the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia.









Ellice Islands

 
/ˌeləs ˈīləndz/






former name of Tuvalu
 .









Ellicott City

 
/ˌelikət ˈsitē/






a historic community in north central Maryland, west of Baltimore; pop. 56,397 (2000).









Ellington, Duke

 
/ˈeliNGtən/






(1899–1974), US jazz pianist, composer, and bandleader; born 
Edward Kennedy Ellington

 . Coming to fame in the early 1930s, he wrote over 900 compositions, including 
Mood Indigo

 (1930), and was one of the first popular musicians to write extended pieces.









ellipse

 
/əˈlips/





I.
 
noun




a regular oval shape, traced by a point moving in a plane so that the sum of its distances from two other points (the foci) is constant, or resulting when a cone is cut by an oblique plane that does not intersect the base.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French from Latin 
ellipsis

 (see ellipsis
 ).






ellipsis

 
/əˈlipsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the omission from speech or writing of a word or words that are superfluous or able to be understood from contextual clues.




2.
 
a set of dots indicating an ellipsis.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
elleipsis

 , from 
elleipein

 ‘leave out.’





ellipsoid

 
/əˈlipsoid/





I.
 
noun




a three-dimensional figure whose plane sections are ellipses or circles.








II.
 
derivatives





ellipsoidal

 
/ˌeləpˈsoidl /






adjective






















elliptic

 
/iˈliptik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or having the form of an ellipse.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
elleiptikos

 ‘defective,’ from 
elleipein

 ‘leave out, fall short.’





elliptical

 
/iˈliptik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of speech or writing) using or involving ellipsis, especially so as to be difficult to understand




•
 
an elliptical lyrical style.










2.
 
another term for elliptic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





elliptically

 
/əˈliptik(ə)lē /






adverb





















ellipticity

 
/ēˌlipˈtisədē eˌlipˈtisədē/






noun




the condition of being elliptic.













Ellis Island

 
/ˌeləs ˈīlənd/






an island in the bay of New York that served as an entry point for immigrants to the US 1892–1943 and as a detention center for people awaiting deportation until 1954. It is now part of a national monument and houses an immigration museum.









Ellison, Ralph

 
/ˈeləsən/






(1914–94), US writer; full name 
Ralph Waldo Ellison

 . He is most noted for his novel 
Invisible Man

 (1952), but he also published two collections of essays, 
Shadow and Act

 (1964) and 
Going to the Country

 (1986), many of which explore African-American music and folklore.









Ellsberg, Daniel






(1931–) US political analyst, economist, and activist. A former adviser to President Nixon on policy in Southeast Asia, he became an avid opponent of the Vietnam War. Indicted for leaking classified Vietnam-related papers (the “Pentagon Papers”) to the press in 1971, he was freed of charges when it was disclosed that Nixon had authorized the theft of Ellsberg's psychiatric records in order to discredit him.









Ellsworth, Lincoln

 
/ˈelzwərTH/






(1880–1951), US explorer. He participated in a number of polar expeditions and was the first person to fly over both the North (1926) and South (1935) poles.










Ellsworth, Oliver






(1745–1807), US chief justice 1796–1800. As members of the Continental Congress, he and Roger Sherman authored the Connecticut Compromise of 1787, which established the system of two US senators per state, regardless of state population. Prior to his appointment to the Court by President Washington, he was a US senator from Connecticut 1789–96.









Ellsworth Land






a plateau region in Antarctica between the Walgreen Coast and Palmer Land. It rises at the Vinson Massif to 16,863 feet (5,140 m), the highest point in Antarctica.









elm

 
/elm /

 
elm tree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall deciduous tree that typically has rough serrated leaves and propagates from root suckers.

[Genus 
Ulmus

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 : several species, including the 
English elm

 (
U. procera

 ) and the 
American elm

 (
U. americana

 ), now largely lost to Dutch Elm disease.]




2.
 
(also 
elmwood

 )
 — the wood of the elm tree.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German dialect 
Ilm

 , and Swedish and Norwegian 
alm

 .





Elmira

 
/elˈmīrə/






an industrial city in south central New York, near the Pennsylvania border; pop. 29,271 (est. 2008).









El Monte

 
/ˌel ˈmän(t)ē/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 121,791 (est. 2008).










El Niño

 
/el ˈnēnyō/





I.
 
noun




an irregularly occurring and complex series of climatic changes affecting the equatorial Pacific region and beyond every few years, characterized by the appearance of unusually warm, nutrient-poor water off northern Peru and Ecuador, typically in late December.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘the (Christ) child,’ because of the occurrence near Christmas.





elocution

 
/ˌeləˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the skill of clear and expressive speech, especially of distinct pronunciation and articulation.




2.
 
a particular style of speaking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elocutionary

 
/ˌeləˈkyo͞oSHəˌnerē /






adjective













2.
 
elocutionist

 
/ˌeləˈkyo͞oSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting oratorical or literary style): from Latin 
elocutio(n-)

 , from 
eloqui

 ‘speak out’ (see eloquence
 ).





elodea

 
/iˈlōdēə/





I.
 
noun




an aquatic plant of a genus that includes the ornamental waterweeds.

[Genus 
Elodea

 , family 
Hydrocharitaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
helōdēs

 ‘marshy.’






Elohim

 
/eˈlōhim, ˌelōˈhēm, ˌelōˈhim/





I.
 
noun




a name for God used frequently in the Hebrew Bible.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
'ĕlōhīm

 (plural).






Elohist

 
/eˈlōhist, ˈelōˌhist/





I.
 
the postulated author or authors of parts of the Hexateuch in which God is regularly named Elohim.

Compare with Yahwist
 .







– origin

 from Hebrew 
'ĕlōhīm

 (see Elohim
 ) + -ist
 .






elongate

 
/ēˈlôNGˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) longer, especially unusually so in relation to its width.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Biology]

 grow longer.








II.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 long in relation to width; elongated




•
 
elongate, fishlike creatures.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘move away, place at a distance’): from late Latin 
elongat-

 ‘placed at a distance,’ from the verb 
elongare

 , from Latin 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘away’ + 
longe

 ‘far off,’ 
longus

 ‘long.’





elongated

 
/ēˈlôNGˌɡādəd/






adjective




unusually long in relation to its width




•
 
the creature had two sets of arms and an elongated face.



















elongation

 
/ēˌlôNGˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lengthening of something.




2.
 
a part of a line formed by lengthening; a continuation.




3.
 
the amount of extension of an object under stress, usually expressed as a percentage of the original length.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angular separation of a planet from the sun or of a satellite from a planet, as seen by an observer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
elongatio(n-)

 , from 
elongare

 ‘place at a distance’ (see elongate
 ).





elope

 
/əˈlōp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run away secretly in order to get married, especially without parental consent




•
 
later he 
eloped with

 one of the maids.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elopement

 
/əˈlōpmənt ēˈlōpmənt /






noun













2.
 
eloper






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘abscond, run away’): from Anglo-Norman French 
aloper

 , perhaps related to leap
 .






eloquence

 
/ˈeləkwəns/





I.
 
noun




fluent or persuasive speaking or writing




•
 
a preacher of great power and eloquence.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
eloquentia

 , from 
eloqui

 ‘speak out,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’






eloquent

 
/ˈeləkwənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fluent or persuasive in speaking or writing




•
 
an eloquent speech.










2.
 
clearly expressing or indicating something




•
 
the touches of fatherliness are 
eloquent of

 the real man.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
eloquent-

 ‘speaking out,’ from the verb 
eloqui

 (see eloquence
 ).





eloquently

 
/ˈeləkwən(t)lē/






adverb




in a fluent or persuasive manner




•
 
commentators have spoken eloquently on both sides of the issue.



















El Paso

 
/el ˈpasō/






a city in western Texas, on the Rio Grande, opposite Ciudad Juárez in Mexico; pop. 613,190 (est. 2008).









El Salvador

 
/el ˈsalvədôr/





I.
 
a country in western Central America, on the Pacific coast; pop. 7,185,200 (est. 2009); capital, San Salvador; official language, Spanish.





The territory was conquered by the Spanish in 1524 and gained its independence in 1821. Between 1979 and 1992 El Salvador was devastated by a civil war that was marked by the activities of right-wing death squads and resistance by left-wing guerrillas. A UN-brokered peace accord was agreed upon in 1992.






else

 
/els/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
[with indefinite 
pronoun

 or 
adv.

 ]
 — in addition; besides




•
 


anything else

 you need to know?




•
 
I just brought basics—I wasn't sure 
what else

 you'd want




•
 
they will offer low prices but 
little else

 .










2.
 
[with indefinite 
pronoun

 or 
adv.

 ]
 — different; instead




•
 
isn't there 
anyone else

 you could ask?




•
 
they took songs owned by 
someone else

 and used them without permission




•
 
they moved on to 
somewhere else






•
 
it's fate, destiny, or 
whatever else

 you like to call it.










3.
 
short for or else
 .








II.
 
phrases





or else





a.
 
used to introduce the second of two alternatives




•
 
she felt tempted either to shout at him or else to let his tantrums slide by.










b.
 
in circumstances different from those mentioned; if it were not the case




•
 
they can't want it, or else they'd request it.










c.
 
used to warn what will happen if something is not carried out




•
 
you go along with this or else you're going to jail.










d.
 
used as a warning or a threat




•
 
she'd better shape up, or else.





















– origin

 Old English 
elles

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
els

 and Swedish 
eljest

 .





elsewhere

 
/ˌelsˈ(h)wer/





I.
 
adverb




in, at, or to some other place or other places




•
 
he is seeking employment elsewhere.














II.
 
pronoun




some other place




•
 
all Hawaiian plants originally came from elsewhere.

















– origin

 Old English 
elles hwǣr

 (see else
 , where
 ).






Elsinore

 
/ˈelsəˌnôr/






a port on the northeastern coast of the island of Zealand in Denmark; pop. 61,053 (2009). It is the site of the 16th-century Kronborg Castle, which is the setting for Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 .

Danish name Helsingør
 .









ELSS






abbreviation




extravehicular life support system.













Elster

 
/ˈelstər/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 a Pleistocene glaciation in northern Europe, corresponding to the Anglian of Britain (and possibly the Mindel of the Alps).




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down at the time of the Elster glaciation.








II.
 
derivatives





Elsterian

 
/elˈsti(ə)rēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1930s: the name of a tributary of the Elbe River in Germany.





eluant

 
/ˈel(y)əwənt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a fluid used to elute a substance.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
eluent-

 ‘washing out,’ from the verb 
eluere

 (see elute
 ).





eluate

 
/ˈel(y)o͞oət ˈel(y)əˌwāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a solution obtained by elution.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
eluere

 ‘wash out’ + -ate
 1
 .





elucidate

 
/ēˈlo͞osəˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) clear; explain




•
 
work such as theirs will help to elucidate this matter




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
in what follows I shall try to elucidate what I believe the problems to be




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they would not elucidate further.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elucidative

 
/əˈlo͞osəˌdādiv /






adjective













2.
 
elucidator

 
/əˈlo͞osəˌdādər /






noun













3.
 
elucidatory

 
/əˈlo͞osədəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
elucidat-

 ‘made clear,’ from the verb 
elucidare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
lucidus

 ‘lucid.’





elucidation

 
/əˌlo͞osəˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun




explanation that makes something clear; clarification




•
 
work that led to the elucidation of the structure of proteins.



















elude

 
/ēˈlo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evade or escape from (a danger, enemy, or pursuer), typically in a skillful or cunning way




•
 
he managed to elude his pursuers by escaping into an alley.










2.
 
(of an idea or fact) fail to be grasped or remembered by (someone)




•
 
the logic of this eluded most people.










3.
 
(of an achievement, or something desired or pursued) fail to be attained by (someone)




•
 
sleep still eluded her.










4.
 
avoid compliance with or subjection to (a law, demand, or penalty).








II.
 
derivatives





elusion

 
/əˈlo͞oSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘delude, baffle’): from Latin 
eludere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out, away from’ + 
ludere

 ‘to play.’





Elul

 
/ˈeləl, eˈlo͝ol/





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the twelfth month of the civil and sixth of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of August and September.











– origin

 from Hebrew ’
ĕlūl

 .






el-Uqsur

 
/elˈo͝okˌso͝or /

 
al-Uqsur






Arabic name for Luxor
 .









elusive

 
/ēˈlo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
difficult to find, catch, or achieve




•
 
success will become ever more elusive.










2.
 
difficult to remember or recall




•
 
the elusive thought he had had moments before.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
elusively

 
/əˈlo͞osivlē /






adverb













2.
 
elusiveness

 
/əˈlo͞osivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
elus-

 ‘eluded’ (from the verb 
eludere

 ) + -ive
 .






elute

 
/əˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 remove (an adsorbed substance) by washing with a solvent, especially in chromatography.








II.
 
derivatives





elution

 
/əˈlo͞oSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
elut-

 ‘washed out,’ from the verb 
eluere

 , suggested by German 
eluieren

 .





elutriate

 
/əˈlo͞otrēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 separate (lighter and heavier particles in a mixture) by suspension in an upward flow of liquid or gas.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 purify by straining.








II.
 
derivatives





elutriation

 
/əˌlo͞otrēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
elutriat-

 ‘washed out,’ from the verb 
elutriare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
lutriare

 ‘to wash.’





elvan

 
/ˈelvən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 hard intrusive igneous rock found in Cornwall, England, typically quartz porphyry.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps via Cornish from Welsh 
elfen

 ‘element.’





elver

 
/ˈelvər/





I.
 
noun




a young eel, especially when undergoing mass migration upriver from the sea.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: variant of dialect 
eel-fare

 ‘the passage of young eels up a river,’ also ‘a brood of young eels,’ from eel
 + fare
 in its original sense ‘a journey.’





elves

 
/elvz/






plural form of elf
 .









Elyria

 
/iˈlirēə/






an industrial city in northern Ohio, west of Cleveland; pop. 54,979 (est. 2008).









Elysée Palace

 
/elēˌzā ˈpaləs/






a building in Paris that has been the official residence of the French president since 1870. It was built in 1718 and was occupied by Madame de Pompadour, Napoleon I, and Napoleon III.









Elysian

 
/iˈliZH(ē)ən eˈliZH(ē)ən iˈlēZH(ē)ən ēˈliZH(ē)ən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of heaven or paradise




•
 
Elysian visions.














II.
 
phrases





the Elysian Fields






another name for Elysium
 .


















Elysium

 
/iˈliZHēəm iˈlēzēəm iˈlizēəm eˈliZHēəm /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the place at the ends of the earth to which certain favored heroes were conveyed by the gods after death.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
an Elysium

 )
 — a place or state of perfect happiness.







– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Elusion (pedion

 ) ‘(plain) of the blessed.’





elytron

 
/ˈeləˌträn/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 each of the two wing cases of a beetle.








II.
 
derivatives





elytrous

 
/-trəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a sheath or covering, specifically that of the spinal cord): from Greek 
elutron

 ‘sheath.’





Elzevir

 
/ˈelzəˌvir/






a family of Dutch printers. Fifteen members were active 1581–1712; 
Bonaventure

 (1583–1652) and 
Abraham

 (1592–1652) managed the firm in its prime.










em

 
/em/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a unit for measuring the width of printed matter, equal to the height of the type size being used.




2.
 


[Printing]

 a unit of measurement equal to twelve points.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: the letter 
M

 represented as a word, since it is approximately this width.





EM






abbreviation



1.
 
electromagnetic.




2.
 
Engineer of Mines.




3.
 
enlisted man (men).













'em

 
/əm/





I.
 
pronoun




short for them
 , esp. in informal use:




•
 
let 'em know who's boss.

















– origin

 Middle English: originally a form of 
hem

 , dative and accusative third person plural pronoun in Middle English; now regarded as an abbreviation of them
 .






em-






prefix




variant spelling of en-
 1
 , en-
 2
 assimilated before 
b

 , 
p

 (as in 
emblazon

 , 
emplacement

 ).













emaciated

 
/əˈmāSHēˌādəd/






adjective




abnormally thin or weak, especially because of illness or a lack of food




•
 
she was so emaciated she could hardly stand.



















emaciation

 
/əˌmāSHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the state of being abnormally thin or weak




•
 
thin to the point of emaciation.




















email

 
/ˈēmāl /

 
e-mail





I.
 
noun



1.
 
messages distributed by electronic means from one computer user to one or more recipients via a network




•
 
reading email has become the first task of the morning




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
email messages.










2.
 
the system of sending messages by electronic means from one computer to another




•
 
a contract communicated by email.










3.
 
a message sent by email




•
 
I got three emails from my mother today.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send an email to (someone)




•
 
you can email me at my normal address.










2.
 
send (a message) by email




•
 
employees can email the results back.














III.
 
derivatives





emailer






noun



















– origin

 1970s (originally with reference to Intelpost, a system for sending facsimiles of documents between countries electronically): abbreviation of electronic mail
 .





emalangeni

 
/ˌeməläNGˈɡenē/






plural form of lilangeni
 .









emanate

 
/ˈeməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
emanate from

 )


1.
 
(of something abstract but perceptible) issue or spread out from (a source)




•
 
warmth emanated from the fireplace




•
 
she felt an undeniable charm emanating from him.










2.
 
originate from; be produced by




•
 
the proposals emanated from a committee.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give out or emit (something abstract but perceptible)




•
 
he emanated a powerful brooding air.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emanative

 
/-ˌnātiv /






adjective













2.
 
emanator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
emanat-

 ‘flowed out,’ from the verb 
emanare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
manare

 ‘to flow.’





emanation

 
/ˌeməˈnāSHən/






noun



1.
 
an abstract but perceptible thing that issues or originates from a source




•
 
she saw the insults as emanations of his own tortured personality.










2.
 
the action or process of issuing from a source




•
 
the risk of radon gas emanation.










3.
 
a tenuous substance or form of radiation given off by something




•
 
vaporous emanations surround the mill's foundations.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹archaic›

 a radioactive gas formed by radioactive decay of a solid.




5.
 
(in various mystical traditions) a being or force that is a manifestation of God.













emancipate

 
/əˈmansəˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set free, especially from legal, social, or political restrictions




•
 
the citizen must be 
emancipated from

 the obsessive secrecy of government.










2.
 


[Law]

 set (a child) free from the authority of its father or parents.




3.
 
free from slavery




•
 
it is estimated that he emancipated 8,000 slaves.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emancipator

 
/əˈmansəˌpādər /






noun













2.
 
emancipatory

 
/-pəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
emancipat-

 ‘transferred as property,’ from the verb 
emancipare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
mancipium

 ‘slave.’





emancipated

 
/iˈmansəˌpādəd/






adjective




free from legal, social, or political restrictions; liberated




•
 
emancipated young women.



















emancipation

 
/əˌmansəˈpāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the fact or process of being set free from legal, social, or political restrictions; liberation




•
 
the emancipation of feminist ideas.










2.
 
the freeing of someone from slavery.




•
 
the early struggle for emancipation from slavery.



















Emancipation Proclamation

 
/iˌmansəˈpāSHən ˌpräkləˈmāSHən/






the announcement made by President Lincoln during the Civil War on September 22, 1862, emancipating all black slaves in states still engaged in rebellion against the Union. Although implementation was strictly beyond Lincoln's powers, the declaration turned the war into a crusade against slavery. It went into effect on January 1, 1863.









emasculate

 
/ēˈmaskyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person, idea, or piece of legislation) weaker or less effective




•
 
our winner-take-all elections emasculate fringe parties.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
emasculated

 )
 — deprive (a man) of his male role or identity




•
 
he feels emasculated because he cannot control his sons' behavior.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 castrate (a man or male animal).




4.
 


[Botany]

 remove the anthers from a flower.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emasculation

 
/əˌmaskyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
emasculator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun













3.
 
emasculatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
emasculat-

 ‘castrated,’ from the verb 
emasculare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 , expressing a change of state) + 
masculus

 ‘male.’





embalm

 
/əmˈbä(l)m/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
noun

 
embalming

 )
 — preserve (a corpse) from decay, originally with spices and now usually by arterial injection of a preservative




•
 
the Egyptian method of embalming.










2.
 
preserve (someone or something) in an unaltered state




•
 
the band was all about revitalizing pop greats and embalming their legacy.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 give a pleasant fragrance to




•
 
the sweetness of the linden trees embalmed all the air.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
embalmer

 
/əmˈbä(l)mər /






noun













2.
 
embalmment

 
/əmˈbä(l)mmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
embaumer

 , from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
baume

 ‘balm,’ variant of 
basme

 (see balm
 ).





embank

 
/əmˈbaNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
construct a wall or bank of earth or stone in order to confine (a river) within certain limits.




2.
 
construct a bank of earth or stone to carry (a road or railroad) over an area of low ground.













embankment

 
/əmˈbaNGkmənt/






noun



1.
 
a wall or bank of earth or stone built to prevent a river flooding an area.




2.
 
a bank of earth or stone built to carry a road or railroad over an area of low ground.













embargo

 
/əmˈbärɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official ban on trade or other commercial activity with a particular country




•
 
an 
embargo on

 grain sales




•
 
the oil embargo of 1973.










2.
 
an official prohibition on any activity.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an order of a state forbidding foreign ships to enter, or any ships to leave, its ports.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a stoppage, prohibition, or impediment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be embargoed

 )
 — impose an official ban on (trade or a country or commodity)




•
 
the country has been virtually embargoed by most of the noncommunist world.










2.
 
officially ban the publication of




•
 
documents of national security importance are routinely embargoed.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 seize (a ship or goods) for state service.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, from 
embargar

 ‘arrest,’ based on Latin 
in-

 ‘in, within’ + 
barra

 ‘a bar.’





embark

 
/əmˈbärk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go on board a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle




•
 
he 
embarked for

 India in 1817.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or take on board a ship or aircraft




•
 
its passengers were ready to be embarked.










3.
 
(
embark on/upon

 )
 — begin (a course of action, especially one that is important or demanding)




•
 
he embarked on a new career.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
embarkation

 
/ˌemˌbärˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
embarkment






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
embarquer

 , from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
barque

 ‘bark, ship.’





embarras de richesses

 
/ämbäˌrä də rēˈSHes /

 
embarras de choix





I.
 
noun




more options or resources than one knows what to do with




•
 
he had presented us with an embarras de richesses of history and culture.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘embarrassment of riches (or choice).’





embarrass

 
/ˌimˈberəs ˌemˈberəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel awkward, self-conscious, or ashamed




•
 
she wouldn't embarrass either of them by making a scene.










2.
 
(
be embarrassed

 )
 — be caused financial difficulties




•
 
he would be embarrassed by an inheritance tax.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 hamper or impede (a person, movement, or action)




•
 
the state of the rivers will embarrass the enemy in a considerable degree.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 make difficult or intricate; complicate.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘hamper, impede’): from French 
embarrasser

 , from Spanish 
embarazar

 , probably from Portuguese 
embaraçar

 (from 
baraço

 ‘halter’).





embarrassed

 
/əmˈberəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing embarrassment




•
 
he became embarrassed at his own effusiveness




•
 
an embarrassed silence.










2.
 
having or showing financial difficulties.








II.
 
derivatives





embarrassedly

 
/-əstlē, -əsidlē /






adverb





















embarrassing

 
/əmˈberəsiNG/






adjective




causing embarrassment




•
 
an embarrassing muddle.



















embarrassingly

 
/əmˈberəsiNGlē/






adverb




in a manner or to a degree that causes self-consciousness, shame, or awkwardness




•
 
the lie was embarrassingly exposed last December




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
embarrassingly awful lyrics




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
another new student whose name, most embarrassingly, escapes me.



















embarrassment

 
/əmˈberəsmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of self-consciousness, shame, or awkwardness




•
 
I turned red with embarrassment.










2.
 
a person or thing causing embarrassment




•
 
he was an embarrassment who was safely left ignored




•
 
her extreme views might be an 
embarrassment to

 the movement.










3.
 
financial difficulty




•
 
his temporary financial embarrassment.














II.
 
phrases





embarrassment of riches (or choice)






more options or resources than one knows what to do with




•
 
picking a highlight from such an embarrassment of riches is hard.




•
 
there is an embarrassment of intellectual riches in the two anthologies.




•
 
as consumers we have an embarrassment of choice.























embassage

 
/ˈembəsij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the business or message of an envoy.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a body of people sent as a deputation to or on behalf of a head of state.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 archaic term for embassy
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the action of sending an envoy): from Old French 
ambasse

 ‘message or embassy’ + -age
 .






embassy

 
/ˈembəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the official residence or offices of an ambassador




•
 
the Chilean embassy in Moscow.










2.
 
the staff working in an embassy




•
 
the embassy denied any involvement in the murder.










3.
 
the position or function of an ambassador.




4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a deputation or mission sent by one ruler or state to another.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally also as 
ambassy

 denoting the position of ambassador): from Old French 
ambasse

 , based on Latin 
ambactus

 ‘servant.’ Compare with ambassador
 .





embattle

 
/əmˈbadl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 set (an army) in battle array




•
 
it was three o'clock before the king's army was embattled.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 fortify (a building or place) against attack.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
embataillier

 .





embattled

 
/əmˈbadld/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place or people) involved in or prepared for war, especially because surrounded by enemy forces




•
 
the embattled Yugoslavian republics.










2.
 
(of a person) beset by problems or difficulties




•
 
the worst may not be over for the embattled senator.










3.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 divided or edged by a line of square notches like battlements in outline.













embay

 
/əmˈbā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be embayed

 )


1.
 
(chiefly of the wind) confine (a sailing vessel) to a bay




•
 
ships were embayed between two headlands.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
embayed

 )
 — formed into bays; hollowed out by or as if by the sea




•
 
the embayed island.










3.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 enclose (something) in a recess or hollow.













embayment

 
/əmˈbāmənt/






noun




a recess in a coastline forming a bay.













embed

 
/əmˈbed /

 
imbed





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix (an object) firmly and deeply in a surrounding mass




•
 
he had an operation to remove a nail 
embedded in

 his chest.










2.
 
implant (an idea or feeling) within something else so it becomes an ingrained or essential characteristic of it




•
 
the Victorian values 
embedded in

 Tennyson's poetry.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 place (a phrase or clause) within another clause or sentence.




4.
 


[Computing]

 incorporate (a text or code) within the body of a file or document.




5.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
embedded

 )
 — design and build (a microprocessor) as an integral part of a system or device.




6.
 
attach (a journalist) to a military unit during a conflict




•
 
the CNN correspondent is now 
embedded with

 the US Navy aboard the USS Constellation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
embedded

 )
 
check out the excellent blog of embedded journalist Michael.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈembed /



1.
 
an embedded journalist




•
 
most of the embeds found themselves covering construction and civil works projects.














III.
 
derivatives





embedment






noun





















embeddedness

 
/emˈbedədnəs, imˈbedədnəs /

 
imbeddedness






noun




the quality of being firmly and deeply ingrained or fixed in place




•
 
the cultural embeddedness of economic and political practices.



















embellish

 
/əmˈbeliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more attractive by the addition of decorative details or features




•
 
blue silk embellished with golden embroidery.










2.
 
make (a statement or story) more interesting or entertaining by adding extra details, especially ones that are not true




•
 
she had real difficulty telling the truth because she liked to embellish things.














II.
 
derivatives





embellisher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
embelliss-

 , lengthened stem of 
embellir

 , based on 
bel

 ‘handsome,’ from Latin 
bellus

 .





embellishment

 
/əmˈbeliSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
a decorative detail or feature added to something to make it more attractive




•
 
architectural embellishments.










2.
 
a detail, especially one that is not true, added to a statement or story to make it more interesting or entertaining.




3.
 
the action of adding details or features.













ember

 
/ˈembər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
embers

 )


1.
 
a small piece of burning or glowing coal or wood in a dying fire




•
 
the dying embers in the fireplace




•
 


‹figurative›

 the flickering embers of nationalism.

















– origin

 Old English 
ǣmyrge

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old High German 
eimuria

 ‘pyre,’ Danish 
emmer

 , Swedish 
mörja

 ‘embers.’ The 
b

 was added in English for ease of pronunciation when the vowel of the second syllable (
y

 ) disappeared.





Ember day





I.
 
noun




any of a number of days reserved for fasting and prayer in the Western Christian Church. Ember days traditionally comprise the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday following St. Lucy's Day (December 13), the first Sunday in Lent, Pentecost (Whitsun), and Holy Cross Day (September 14), though other days are observed locally.











– origin

 Old English 
ymbren

 , perhaps an alteration of 
ymbryne

 ‘period,’ from 
ymb

 ‘around’ + 
ryne

 ‘course,’ perhaps influenced in part by ecclesiastical Latin 
quatuor tempora

 ‘four periods’ (on which the equivalent German 
Quatember

 is based).





embezzle

 
/əmˈbezəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal or misappropriate (money placed in one's trust or belonging to the organization for which one works)




•
 
she had embezzled $5,600,000 in company funds.














II.
 
derivatives





embezzler

 
/əmˈbezlər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘steal’): from Anglo-Norman French 
embesiler

 , from 
besiler

 in the same sense (compare with Old French 
besillier

 ‘maltreat, ravage’), of unknown ultimate origin. The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.





embezzlement

 
/əmˈbezəlmənt/






noun




theft or misappropriation of funds placed in one's trust or belonging to one's employer




•
 
charges of fraud and embezzlement.



















Embioptera

 
/ˌembēˈäptərə, ˌembī- /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a small order of insects that comprises the web-spinners.




II.
 
derivatives





embiopteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
Embia

 (genus name) + Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





embitter

 
/əmˈbidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
embittered

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel bitter or resentful




•
 
he died an embittered man.










2.
 


‹literary›

 give a sharp or pungent taste or smell to




•
 
the smell of orange zest and smoke embittered the air.














II.
 
derivatives





embitterment

 
/əmˈbidərmənt /






noun





















emblazon

 
/əmˈblāzn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conspicuously inscribe or display (a design) on something




•
 
T-shirts 
emblazoned with

 the names of baseball teams.










2.
 
depict (a heraldic device)




•
 
the cardinal's coat of arms is emblazoned on the door panel.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 celebrate or extol publicly




•
 
their success was emblazoned.














II.
 
derivatives





emblazonment






noun





















emblem

 
/ˈembləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heraldic device or symbolic object as a distinctive badge of a nation, organization, or family




•
 
America's national emblem, the bald eagle.










2.
 
(
emblem of

 )
 — a thing serving as a symbolic representation of a particular quality or concept




•
 
our child would be a dazzling emblem of our love.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): from Latin 
emblema

 ‘inlaid work, raised ornament,’ from Greek 
emblēma

 ‘insertion,’ from 
emballein

 ‘throw in, insert,’ from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





emblematic

 
/ˌembləˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




serving as a symbol of a particular quality or concept; symbolic




•
 
this case is emblematic of a larger problem.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emblematical

 
/ˌembləˈmatikəl /






adjective













2.
 
emblematically

 
/ˌembləˈmatik(ə)lē /






adverb





















emblematist

 
/emˈblemədist/






noun




a creator or user of emblems, especially in allegorical pictures.













emblematize

 
/emˈbleməˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 serve as a symbolic representation of (a quality or concept).













emblements

 
/ˈembləmənts/





I.
 
plural noun






[Law]

 the profit from growing crops that have been sown, regarded as personal property.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
emblaement

 , from 
emblaier

 ‘sow with corn’ (based on 
blé

 ‘corn’).





embodiment

 
/əmˈbädimənt/






noun



1.
 
a tangible or visible form of an idea, quality, or feeling




•
 
she seemed to be a living embodiment of vitality.










2.
 
the representation or expression of something in a tangible or visible form




•
 
it was in Germany alone that his hope seemed capable of embodiment.



















embody

 
/əmˈbädē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be an expression of or give a tangible or visible form to (an idea, quality, or feeling)




•
 
a team that embodies competitive spirit and skill.










2.
 
provide (a spirit) with a physical form.




3.
 
include or contain (something) as a constituent part




•
 
the changes in law 
embodied in

 the Freedom of Information Act.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 form (people) into a body, especially for military purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





embodier

 
/-ˈbädēər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from em-
 + body
 , on the pattern of Latin 
incorporare

 .





embolden

 
/əmˈbōldən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) the courage or confidence to do something or to behave in a certain way




•
 


emboldened by

 robust passenger traffic, the airlines put through major fare increases.










2.
 
cause (a piece of text) to appear in a bold typeface




•
 
center, embolden, and underline the heading.



















embolectomy

 
/ˌembəˈlektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of an embolus.













embolism

 
/ˈembəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 obstruction of an artery, typically by a clot of blood or an air bubble.




2.
 
the periodic intercalation of days or a month to correct the accumulating discrepancy between the calendar year and the solar year, as in a leap year.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
embolismos

 , from 
emballein

 ‘insert.’





embolization

 
/ˌembələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 the artificial or natural formation or development of an embolus.













embolus

 
/ˈembələs/





I.
 
noun




a blood clot, air bubble, piece of fatty deposit, or other object that has been carried in the bloodstream to lodge in a vessel and cause an embolism.








II.
 
derivatives





embolic

 
/emˈbälik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting something inserted or moving within another, specifically the plunger of a syringe): from Latin, literally ‘piston,’ from Greek 
embolos

 ‘peg, stopper.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





embonpoint

 
/ˌämbônˈpwän/





I.
 
noun




the plump or fleshy part of a person's body, in particular a woman's bosom.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
en bon point

 ‘in good condition.’





embosom

 
/əmˈbo͝ozəm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be embosomed

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 take or press to one's bosom; embrace.




2.
 


‹literary›

 enclose or surround (something) protectively.














emboss

 
/imˈbôs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
embossed

 )


1.
 
carve, mold, or stamp a design on (a surface) so that it stands out in relief




•
 
an embossed brass dish.










2.
 
carve, mold, or stamp (a design) in relief on a surface or object




•
 
a dull gold casing with the logo embossed on the front.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
embosser

 
/əmˈbôsər emˈbäsər əmˈbôsər emˈbäsər /






noun













2.
 
embossment

 
/əmˈbôsmənt emˈbôsmənt əmˈbäsmənt emˈbäsmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from the Old French base of obsolete French 
embosser

 , from 
em-

 ‘into’ + 
boce

 ‘protuberance.’






embouchure

 
/ˌämbo͞oˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the way in which a player applies the mouth to the mouthpiece of a brass or wind instrument.




2.
 
the mouthpiece of a flute or a similar instrument.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the mouth of a river or valley.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from 
s'emboucher

 ‘discharge itself by the mouth,’ from 
emboucher

 ‘put in or to the mouth,’ from 
em-

 ‘into’ + 
bouche

 ‘mouth.’





embourgeoisement

 
/emˈbo͝orZHwäzmənt, -ˌmänt/





I.
 
noun




the proliferation in a society of values perceived as characteristic of the middle class, especially of materialism.











– origin

 1930s: French, from 
embourgeoiser

 ‘become or make bourgeois.’





embowed

 
/emˈbōd/






adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 bent, arched, or vaulted.




2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 
[Heraldry]

 (of an arm) bent at the elbow; (of a dolphin) with the body curved.













embowel

 
/əmˈbouəl/





I.
 
verb




archaic term for disembowel
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
emboweler

 , alteration of 
esboueler

 , from 
es-

 ‘out’ + 
bouel

 ‘bowel.’





embower

 
/əmˈbou(ə)r/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be embowered

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 surround or shelter (a place or a person), especially with trees or climbing plants




•
 
the house stood remote, 
embowered in

 trees.



















embrace

 
/əmˈbrās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold (someone) closely in one's arms, especially as a sign of affection




•
 
Aunt Sophie embraced her warmly




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the two embraced, holding each other tightly.










2.
 
accept or support (a belief, theory, or change) willingly and enthusiastically




•
 
besides traditional methods, artists are embracing new technology.










3.
 
include or contain (something) as a constituent part




•
 
his career embraces a number of activities—composing, playing, and acting.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of holding someone closely in one's arms




•
 
they were locked in an embrace.










2.
 
used to refer to something that is regarded as surrounding, holding, or restricting someone




•
 
the transformations brought about by the embrace of mass media.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of accepting or supporting something willingly or enthusiastically




•
 
their eager embrace of foreign influences.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
embraceable






adjective













2.
 
embracement

 
/əmˈbrāsmənt /






noun













3.
 
embracer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘encircle, surround, enclose’; formerly also as 
imbrace

 ): from Old French 
embracer

 , based on Latin 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
bracchium

 ‘arm.’





embrasure

 
/əmˈbrāZHər/





I.
 
noun




a small opening in a parapet of a fortified building, splayed on the inside.








II.
 
derivatives





embrasured






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from obsolete 
embraser

 (earlier form of 
ébraser

 ) ‘widen a door or window opening,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





embrittle

 
/əmˈbridl/





I.
 
verb




make or become brittle.








II.
 
derivatives





embrittlement






noun





















embrocation

 
/ˌembrəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a liquid used for rubbing on the body to relieve pain from sprains and strains.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
embrocatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
embrocare

 , based on Greek 
embrokhē

 ‘lotion.’





embroider

 
/əmˈbroidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (cloth) by sewing patterns on it with thread




•
 
she had already embroidered a dozen little nighties for the babies




•
 (as 
adj.

 
embroidered

 )
 
an embroidered handkerchief




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was teaching one of the girls how to embroider.










2.
 
produce (a design) on cloth with thread


(as 
adj.

 
embroidered

 )


•
 
a chunky knit sweater with embroidered flowers.










3.
 
add fictitious or exaggerated details to (an account) to make it more interesting




•
 
she embroidered her stories with colorful detail.














II.
 
derivatives





embroiderer

 
/əmˈbroid(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
enbrouder

 , from 
en-

 ‘in, on’ + Old French 
brouder

 , 
broisder

 ‘decorate with embroidery,’ of Germanic origin.





embroidery

 
/əmˈbroid(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art or pastime of embroidering cloth.




2.
 
cloth decorated with embroidery.




3.
 
embellishment or exaggeration in the description or reporting of an event




•
 
fanciful embroidery of the facts.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
enbrouderie

 , from 
enbrouder

 ‘embroider.’






embroil

 
/emˈbroil imˈbroil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
embroiled

 )


1.
 
involve (someone) deeply in an argument, conflict, or difficult situation




•
 
she became 
embroiled in

 a dispute between two women she hardly knew




•
 
the movie's about a journalist who becomes 
embroiled with

 a nightclub owner.










2.
 
bring into a state of confusion or disorder.








II.
 
derivatives





embroilment

 
/emˈbroilmənt əmˈbroilmənt /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
embrouiller

 ‘to muddle.’





embryectomy

 
/ˌembrēˈektəmē/






noun






[Medicine]

 
‹rare›

 the surgical removal of an embryo, especially one implanted outside the uterus in an ectopic pregnancy.














embryo

 
/ˈembrēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unborn or unhatched offspring in the process of development.




2.
 
an unborn human baby, especially in the first eight weeks from conception, after implantation but before all the organs are developed.

Compare with fetus
 .




3.
 


[Botany]

 the part of a seed that develops into a plant, consisting (in the mature embryo of a higher plant) of a plumule, a radicle, and one or two cotyledons.




4.
 
a thing at a rudimentary stage that shows potential for development




•
 
a simple commodity economy is merely the embryo of a capitalist economy.














II.
 
phrases





in embryo






at a rudimentary stage with the potential for further development.















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
embruon

 ‘fetus,’ from 
em-

 ‘into’ + 
bruein

 ‘swell, grow.’





embryo-






combining form




representing embryo
 .













embryogenesis

 
/ˌembrēōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the formation and development of an embryo.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
embryogenetic

 
/ˌembrēōjəˈnedik /






adjective













2.
 
embryogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective













3.
 
embryogeny

 
/ˌembrēˈäjənē /






noun





















embryology

 
/ˌembrēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology and medicine concerned with the study of embryos and their development.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
embryologic

 
/ˌembrēəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
embryological

 
/ˌembrēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
embryologically

 
/ˌembrēəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
embryologist

 
/ˌembrēˈäləjəst /






noun





















embryonate

 
/ˈembrēəˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective




(of an egg) containing an embryo.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
embryonated

 )


1.
 
(of an egg) develop into an embryo




•
 
embryonated duck eggs




•
 
the eggs were allowed two weeks to embryonate.



















embryonic

 
/ˌembrēˈänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an embryo.




2.
 
(of a system, idea, or organization) in a rudimentary stage with potential for further development




•
 
the plan is still in its embryonic stages.














II.
 
derivatives





embryonically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
embryo

 , 
embryon-

 ‘embryo’ + -ic
 .





embryopathy

 
/ˌembrēˈäpəTHē/






noun




a developmental defect in an embryo or fetus.













embryo sac






noun




a cell inside the ovule of a flowering plant where fertilization occurs and which becomes the female gametophyte, containing the endosperm nucleus and the fertilized ovum that develops into the embryo.













emcee

 
/ˌemˈsē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a master of ceremonies.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform the role of a master of ceremonies at (a public entertainment or a large social occasion).











– origin

 1930s: representing the pronunciation of MC
 .





em dash

 
/ˈem ˌdaSH/






noun




a long dash used in punctuation.














-eme





I.
 
suffix






[Linguistics]

 forming nouns denoting linguistic units that are in systemic contrast with one other




•
 
grapheme




•
 
phoneme.

















– origin

 abstracted from phoneme
 .






emend

 
/əˈmend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make corrections and improvements to (a text).




2.
 
alter (something) in such a way as to correct it




•
 
the year of his death might need to be emended to 652




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he hesitated and quickly emended what he had said.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emendable

 
/əˈmendəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
emender






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
emendare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
menda

 ‘a fault.’ Compare with amend
 .





emendation

 
/ˌēmənˈdāSHən ˌemənˈdāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the process of making a revision or correction to a text.




2.
 
a correction or revision to a text




•
 
here are some suggested emendations.



















emer.






abbreviation




emerita or emeritus.













emerald

 
/ˈem(ə)rəld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bright green precious stone consisting of a chromium-rich variety of beryl.




2.
 
a bright green color like that of an emerald


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the leaves are 
emerald green

 .










3.
 
a small hummingbird with bright metallic green plumage and darker wings and tail, found mainly in the area of the Caribbean and Central America.

[Three genera, in particular 
Chlorostilbon

 and 
Amazilia

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : numerous species.]








II.
 
adjective




bright green in color




•
 
beyond the airport lay emerald hills.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
e(s)meraud

 , ultimately via Latin from Greek 
(s)maragdos

 , via Prakrit from Semitic (compare with Hebrew 
bāreqeṯ

 , from 
bāraq

 ‘flash, sparkle’).





emerald-cut

 
/ˈem(ə)rəldˌkət/






adjective




(of a gem) cut in a rectangular shape with stepped facets.













Emerald Isle

 
/ˈem(ə)rəld īl/





(
the Emerald Isle

 )


1.
 
a name for Ireland
 .













emerg

 
/ēˈmərj/






noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 short for emergency room
 :




•
 
she's at emerg with a broken nose.




















emerge

 
/əˈmərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move out of or away from something and come into view




•
 
black ravens emerged from the fog.










2.
 
become apparent, important, or prominent




•
 
Philadelphia has 
emerged as

 the clear favorite




•
 (as 
adj.

 
emerging

 )
 
a world of emerging economic giants.










3.
 
(of facts or circumstances) become known




•
 
reports of a deadlock emerged during preliminary discussions




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
during the trial 
it emerged that

 she had been suffering from a rare personality disorder.










4.
 
recover from or survive a difficult or demanding situation




•
 
the economy has started to 
emerge from

 recession.










5.
 
(of an insect or other invertebrate) break out from an egg, cocoon, or pupal case.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘become known, come to light’): from Latin 
emergere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out, forth’ + 
mergere

 ‘to dip.’





emergence

 
/əˈmərjəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of coming into view or becoming exposed after being concealed




•
 
I misjudged the timing of my emergence.










2.
 
the escape of an insect or other invertebrate from an egg, cocoon, pupal case, etc.




•
 
the parasite's eggs hatch synchronously with the emergence of the wasp larvae.










3.
 


[Botany]

 an outgrowth from a stem or leaf composed of epidermal and subepidermal tissue, as the prickles on a thistle plant.




4.
 
the process of coming into being, or of becoming important or prominent




•
 
the emergence of the environmental movement




•
 
Japan's emergence as a modern state.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘unforeseen occurrence’): from medieval Latin 
emergentia

 , from Latin 
emergere

 ‘bring to light’ (see emerge
 ).





emergency

 
/əˈmərjənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a serious, unexpected, and often dangerous situation requiring immediate action




•
 
your quick response in an emergency could be a lifesaver




•
 
times of emergency.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — arising from or needed or used in an emergency




•
 
an emergency exit.










3.
 
a person with a medical condition requiring immediate treatment.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for emergency room
 :




•
 
he was rushed into emergency.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
emergentia

 , from Latin 
emergere

 ‘arise, bring to light’ (see emerge
 ).





emergency exit






noun




a designated way out of a building or vehicle, to be used for escape in the event of an emergency




•
 
on the plane, I was extremely fortunate to be seated directly in front of an emergency exit.



















emergency medical technician

 
EMT






noun




a person who is specially trained and certified to administer basic emergency services to victims of trauma or acute illness before and during transportation to a hospital or other healthcare facility.














emergency room






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the department of a hospital that provides immediate treatment for acute illnesses and trauma.













emergency services






plural noun




the public organizations that respond to and deal with emergencies when they occur, especially those that provide police, ambulance, and firefighting services.













emergent

 
/əˈmərjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in the process of coming into being or becoming prominent




•
 
the emergent democracies of eastern Europe.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of a property) arising as an effect of complex causes and not analyzable simply as the sum of their effects.




•
 
one such emergent property is the ability, already described, of an established ecosystem to repel an invading species.










3.
 


[Ecology]

 of or denoting a plant that is taller than the surrounding vegetation, especially a tall tree in a forest.




4.
 
of or denoting a water plant with leaves and flowers that appear above the water surface.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 an emergent property.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Botany]

 an emergent tree or other plant.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘occurring unexpectedly’): from Latin 
emergent-

 ‘arising from,’ from the verb 
emergere

 (see emerge
 ).





emerita

 
/əˈmerədə/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of a woman who is the former holder of an office, especially a female college professor) having retired but allowed to retain her title as an honor




•
 
a professor emerita




•
 
the librarian emerita of Wellesley College.



















emeritus

 
/əˈmerədəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of the former holder of an office, especially a college professor) having retired but allowed to retain their title as an honor




•
 
emeritus professor of microbiology




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
the gallery's director emeritus.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, past participle of 
emereri

 ‘earn one's discharge by service,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of, from’ + 
mereri

 ‘earn.’






emersed

 
/əˈmərst/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 denoting or characteristic of an aquatic plant reaching above the surface of the water.

Contrasted with submersed
 (see submerse
 ).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
emersus

 ‘arisen,’ past participle of 
emergere

 (see emerge
 ).






emersion

 
/əˈmərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or state of emerging from or being out of water after being submerged.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the reappearance of a celestial body after its eclipse or occultation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
emersio(n-)

 , from Latin 
emergere

 (see emerge
 ).





Emerson, Ralph Waldo

 
/ˈemərsən/






(1803–82), US philosopher and poet. In 1832, while visiting Britain, he became associated with German idealism. On his return to the US, he evolved the concept of transcendentalism, which found expression in his essay 
Nature

 (1836).









emery

 
/ˈem(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grayish-black mixture of corundum and magnetite, used in powdered form as an abrasive.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting materials coated with emery for polishing, smoothing, or grinding




•
 
emery paper.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
émeri

 , from Old French 
esmeri

 , from Italian 
smeriglio

 , based on Greek 
smuris

 , 
smiris

 ‘polishing powder.’





emery board

 
/ˈem(ə)rē ˌbô(ə)rd/






noun




a strip of thin wood or card coated with emery or another abrasive and used as a nail file.














emesis

 
/ˈeməsəs/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the action or process of vomiting.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, from 
emein

 ‘to vomit.’





emetic

 
/əˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) causing vomiting.




2.
 


‹informal›

 nauseating or revolting




•
 
that emetic music in department stores.














II.
 
noun




a medicine or other substance that causes vomiting.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
emetikos

 , from 
emein

 ‘to vomit.’





emetine

 
/ˈeməˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




an alkaloid present in ipecac and formerly used in the treatment of amoebic infections and as an emetic in aversion therapy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
emetos

 ‘vomiting’ + -ine
 4
 .





EMF






abbreviation



1.
 
electromagnetic field(s).




2.
 
(
emf

 )
 — electromotive force.




3.
 
European Monetary Fund.













EMG






abbreviation



1.
 
electromyogram.




2.
 
electromyography.














-emia

 
-hemia
 , 

‹Brit.›

 -aemia
 , -haemia





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting that a substance is present in the blood, especially in excess




•
 
septicemia




•
 
leukemia.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
-aemia

 , from Greek 
-aimia

 , from 
haima

 ‘blood.’






emic

 
/ˈēmik /

 

‹Anthropology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an approach to the study or description of a particular language or culture in terms of its internal elements and their functioning rather than in terms of any existing external scheme.

Often contrasted with etic
 .








II.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
study adopting this approach.











– origin

 1950s: abstracted from such words as 
phonemic

 (see phoneme
 ) and systemic
 .





emigrant

 
/ˈeməɡrənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who leaves their own country in order to settle permanently in another




•
 
the first emigrants to America




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
emigrant workers.














II.
 
adjective




used by emigrants




•
 
an emigrant ship.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
emigrant-

 ‘migrating from,’ from the verb 
emigrare

 (see emigrate
 ).






emigrate

 
/ˈeməˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave one's own country in order to settle permanently in another




•
 
Rosa's parents 
emigrated from

 Argentina.














II.
 
derivatives





emigration

 
/ˌeməˈɡrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
emigrat-

 ‘emigrated,’ from the verb 
emigrare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
migrare

 ‘migrate.’ / 
usage:

 To 
emigrate

 is to leave a country, especially one's own, intending to remain away. To 
immigrate

 is to enter a country, intending to remain there: my aunt 
emigrated from

 Poland and 
immigrated to

 Canada.





émigré

 
/ˈeməˌɡrā /

 
emigre





I.
 
noun




a person who has left their own country in order to settle in another, usually for political reasons.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally denoting a person escaping the French Revolution): French, past participle of 
émigrer

 ‘emigrate.’





eminence

 
/ˈemənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fame or recognized superiority, especially within a particular sphere or profession




•
 
her eminence in cinematography.










2.
 
an important, influential, or distinguished person




•
 
the Lord Chancellor canvassed the views of various legal eminences.










3.
 
(
His/Your Eminence

 )
 — a title given to a Roman Catholic cardinal, or used in addressing him




•
 
His Eminence, Thomas Cardinal Wolsey.










4.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 a piece of rising ground




•
 
an eminence commanding the River Emme.










5.
 


[Anatomy]

 a slight projection from the surface of a part of the body.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
eminentia

 , from 
eminere

 ‘jut, project.’






éminence grise

 
/ˌemənəns ˈɡrēz/





I.
 
noun




a person who exercises power or influence in a certain sphere without holding an official position.











– origin

 1930s: French, literally ‘gray eminence.’ The term was originally applied to Cardinal Richelieu's gray-cloaked private secretary, Père Joseph (1577–1638).






eminent

 
/ˈemənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) famous and respected within a particular sphere or profession




•
 
one of the world's most eminent statisticians.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to emphasize the presence of a positive quality




•
 
the guitar's eminent suitability for recording studio work.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
eminent-

 ‘jutting, projecting,’ from the verb 
eminere

 . / 
usage:

 A trio of frequently confused words is 
eminent

 , 
imminent

 , and 
immanent

 . 
Eminent

 means 'outstanding, famous': the book was written by an 
eminent

 authority on folk art. 
Imminent

 means 'about to happen': people brushed aside the possibility that war was 
imminent

 . 
Immanent

 , often used in religious or philosophical contexts, means 'inherent': he believed in the 
immanent

 unity of nature taught by the Hindus.





eminent domain






noun






[Law]

 the right of a government or its agent to expropriate private property for public use, with payment of compensation.













eminently

 
/ˈemənən(t)lē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to a notable degree; very




•
 
an eminently readable textbook.




















emir

 
/əˈmir /

 
amir





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title of various Muslim (mainly Arab) rulers




•
 
the emir of Kuwait.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a Muslim (usually Arab) military commander or local chief.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a male descendant of Muhammad): from French 
émir

 , from Arabic 
'amīr

 (see amir
 ).





emirate

 
/ˈemərət ˈeməˌrāt/






noun




the rank, lands, or reign of an emir.













Emirati

 
/ˌeməˈrädē/





I.
 
noun




a citizen or inhabitant of the United Arab Emirates




•
 
the number of Emiratis marrying foreigners had risen by 10 per cent.














II.
 
adjective




relating to the United Arab Emirates or its citizens




•
 
Emirati families




•
 
a menu of traditional Emirati fare.



















emissary

 
/ˈeməˌserē/





I.
 
noun




a person sent on a special mission, usually as a diplomatic representative.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
emissarius

 ‘scout, spy,’ from 
emittere

 ‘send out’ (see emit
 ).





emission

 
/əˈmiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the production and discharge of something, especially gas or radiation




•
 
the effects of lead emission on health




•
 
cuts in carbon dioxide emissions.










2.
 
an ejaculation of semen.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘emanation’): from Latin 
emissio(n-)

 , from 
emiss-

 ‘sent out,’ from the verb 
emittere

 (see emit
 ).





emission nebula






noun






[Astronomy]

 a nebula that shines with its own light.














emission spectrum

 
/əˈmiSHən ēˈmiSHən ˈspektrəm/






noun




a spectrum of the electromagnetic radiation emitted by a source.

Compare with absorption spectrum
 .














emissions trading

 
/ēˈmiSHnstrādiNG/






noun




a system by which countries and organizations receive permits to produce a specified amount of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, which they may trade with others.













emissive

 
/əˈmisiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 having the power to radiate something, especially light, heat, or radiation.








II.
 
derivatives





emissivity

 
/ˌeməˈsivədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘that is emitted’): from Latin 
emiss-

 ‘emitted, sent out’ (from the verb 
emittere

 ) + -ive
 .






emit

 
/əˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce and discharge (something, especially gas or radiation)




•
 
coal-fired power stations continue to emit large quantities of sulfur dioxide.










2.
 
make (a sound)




•
 
she emitted a sound like laughter.










3.
 
issue formally and with authority; put into circulation, especially currency.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
emittere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’





emitter

 
/əˈmidər/






noun



1.
 
a machine, device, etc., that emits something.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a region in a bipolar transistor producing carriers of current.













Emmanuel

 
/əˈmanyəwəl /

 
Immanuel






the name given to Christ as the deliverer of Judah prophesied by Isaiah (Isa. 7:14, 8:8; Matt. 1:23).









emmenagogue

 
/əˈmenəɡäɡ eˈmenəˌɡäɡ əˈmēnəˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a substance that stimulates or increases menstrual flow.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
emmēna

 ‘menses’ + 
agōgos

 ‘eliciting.’





Emmental

 
/ˈemənˌtäl /

 
Emmenthal





I.
 
noun




a kind of hard Swiss cheese with many holes in it, similar to Gruyère.











– origin

 from German 
Emmentaler

 , from 
Emmental

 , the name of a valley in Switzerland where the cheese was originally made.






emmer

 
/ˈemər/





I.
 
noun




an old kind of Eurasian wheat with bearded ears and spikelets that each contain two grains, now grown mainly for fodder and breakfast cereals.

Compare with einkorn
 , spelt
 2
 . [
Triticum dicoccum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from Old High German 
amer

 ‘spelt.’






emmet

 
/ˈemət/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an ant.











– origin

 Old English 
ǣmete

 (see ant
 ).






Emmy

 
/ˈemē/





I.
 
noun




a statuette awarded annually to an outstanding television program or performer.











– origin

 1940s: said to be from 
Immy

 , short for 
image orthicon tube

 (a kind of television camera tube).





emo

 
/ˈēmō /

 
emocore /ˈimōˌkôr/






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of rock music resembling punk but having more complex arrangements and lyrics that deal with more emotional subjects.




2.
 
an admirer of emo music or a member of the subculture associated with it




•
 
I'm not one of those emos who are always crying—I just want to make that clear.














II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to emo and its associated subculture




•
 
an emo band




•
 
emo kids.

















– origin

 1990s: short for 
emotional hardcore

 .





emoji

 
/ēˈmōjē/





I.
 
noun




a small digital image or icon used to express an idea, emotion, etc., in electronic communication




•
 
emoji liven up your text messages with tiny smiley faces.

















– origin

 1990s: Japanese, from 
e

 ‘picture’ + 
moji

 ‘letter, character.’





emollient

 
/əˈmälyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the quality of softening or soothing the skin




•
 
an emollient cream.










2.
 
attempting to avoid confrontation or anger; soothing or calming




•
 
the president's emollient approach to differences.














II.
 
noun




a preparation that softens the skin




•
 
formulated with rich emollients.














III.
 
derivatives





emollience






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
emollient-

 ‘making soft,’ from the verb 
emollire

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
mollis

 ‘soft.’





emolument

 
/əˈmälyəmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
emoluments

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 a salary, fee, or profit from employment or office




•
 
the directors' emoluments.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
emolumentum

 , originally probably ‘payment to a miller for grinding grain,’ from 
emolere

 ‘grind up,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out, thoroughly’ + 
molere

 ‘grind.’





Emona

 
/iˈmōnə/






Roman name of Ljubljana
 .









emote

 
/əˈmōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of an actor) portray emotion in a theatrical manner.








II.
 
derivatives





emoter






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): back-formation from emotion
 .





emoticon

 
/əˈmōdəˌkän/





I.
 
noun




a representation of a facial expression such as:-) (representing a smile), formed by various combinations of keyboard characters and used in electronic communications to convey the writer's feelings or intended tone.











– origin

 1990s: blend of emotion
 and icon
 .






emotion

 
/əˈmōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a natural instinctive state of mind deriving from one's circumstances, mood, or relationships with others




•
 
she was attempting to control her emotions




•
 
his voice was low and shaky with emotion




•
 
fear had become his dominant emotion.










2.
 
instinctive or intuitive feeling as distinguished from reasoning or knowledge




•
 
responses have to be based on historical insight, not simply on emotion.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a public disturbance or commotion): from French 
émotion

 , from 
émouvoir

 ‘excite,’ based on Latin 
emovere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
movere

 ‘move.’ The sense ‘mental agitation’ dates from the mid 17th cent., the current general sense from the early 19th cent.





emotional

 
/əˈmōSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a person's emotions




•
 
children with emotional difficulties.










2.
 
arousing or characterized by intense feeling




•
 
an emotional speech.










3.
 
(of a person) having feelings that are easily excited and openly displayed




•
 
he was a strongly emotional young man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emotionalism

 
/əˈmōSHənlˌizəm əˈmōSHnəˌlizəm ēˈmōSHənlˌizəm ēˈmōSHnəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
emotionalist

 
/-ist /






noun, adjective













3.
 
emotionality

 
/əˌmōSHəˈnalədē /






noun













4.
 
emotionalize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb



















usage:

 See usage at emotive
 .






emotional intelligence






noun




the capacity to be aware of, control, and express one's emotions, and to handle interpersonal relationships judiciously and empathetically




•
 
emotional intelligence is the key to both personal and professional success.



















emotionally

 
/əˈmōSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to a person's emotions




•
 
an opportunity for parent and child to connect emotionally




•
 
Gill was emotionally unstable.










2.
 
in a manner characterized by intense feeling




•
 
staff reacted emotionally to the good news




•
 
she spoke emotionally about her father.




















emotional quotient






noun




the level of a person's emotional intelligence, often as represented by a score on a standardized test




•
 
her emotional quotient was below average.



















emotionless

 
/iˈmōSHənləs/






adjective




not showing any emotion; unemotional




•
 
her voice was flat and emotionless.



















emotive

 
/əˈmōdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arousing or able to arouse intense feeling




•
 
animal experimentation is an emotive subject




•
 
the issue has proved highly emotive.










2.
 
expressing a person's feelings rather than being neutrally or objectively descriptive




•
 
the comparisons are emotive rather than analytic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emotively






adverb













2.
 
emotiveness

 
/əˈmōdivnəs /






noun













3.
 
emotivity

 
/ˌēmōˈtivitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
emot-

 ‘moved,’ from the verb 
emovere

 (see emotion
 ). / 
usage:

 The words 
emotive

 and 
emotional

 share similarities but are not interchangeable. 
Emotive

 is used to mean ‘arousing intense feeling,’ while 
emotional

 tends to mean ‘characterized by intense feeling.’ Thus an 
emotive

 issue is one likely to arouse people's passions, while an 
emotional

 response is one that is itself full of passion. In sentences such as we took our 
emotive

 farewells, 
emotive

 has been used where 
emotional

 is appropriate.





emotivism

 
/iˈmodiˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 an ethical theory that regards ethical and value judgments as expressions of feeling or attitude and prescriptions of action, rather than assertions or reports of anything.








II.
 
derivatives





emotivist






noun





















EMP






abbreviation




electromagnetic pulse.













emp.






abbreviation



1.
 
emperor.




2.
 
empire.




3.
 
empress.













empanada

 
/empəˈnädə/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish or Latin American pastry turnover filled with a variety of savory ingredients and baked or fried.











– origin

 Spanish, feminine past participle (used as a noun) of 
empanar

 ‘roll in pastry,’ based on Latin 
panis

 ‘bread.’





empath

 
/ˈempaTH/






noun




(chiefly in science fiction) a person with the paranormal ability to apprehend the mental or emotional state of another individual.













empathetic

 
/ˌempəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective




showing an ability to understand and share the feelings of another




•
 
she's compassionate and empathetic towards her daughter




•
 
I have been touched by the empathetic response to my bad luck.














II.
 
derivatives





empathetically

 
/ˌempəˈTHedəklē /






adverb





















empathic

 
/emˈpaTHik/





I.
 
adjective




showing an ability to understand and share the feelings of another




•
 
an attentive, empathic listener




•
 
tears may elicit an empathic response in people.














II.
 
derivatives





empathically

 
/emˈpaTHəklē /






adverb





















empathize

 
/ˈempəˌTHīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
understand and share the feelings of another




•
 
counselors need to be able to 
empathize with

 people.



















empathy

 
/ˈempəTHē/





I.
 
noun




the ability to understand and share the feelings of another.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
empatheia

 (from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
pathos

 ‘feeling’) translating German 
Einfühlung

 .





Empedocles

 
/emˈpedəˌklēz/






(
c.

 493–
c.

 433 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher, born in Sicily. He taught that the universe is composed of fire, air, water, and earth, which mingle and separate under the influence of the opposing principles of Love and Strife.









empennage

 
/ˌämpəˈnäZH, ˈempanij/





I.
 
noun






[Aeronautics]

 an arrangement of stabilizing surfaces at the tail of an aircraft.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
empenner

 ‘to feather an arrow,’ from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
penne

 ‘a feather’ (from Latin 
penna

 ).






emperor

 
/ˈemp(ə)rər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sovereign ruler of great power and rank, especially one ruling an empire.




2.
 
(also 
emperor butterfly

 )
 — an orange and brown North American butterfly with a swift dodging flight, breeding chiefly on hackberries.

[Genus 
Asterocampa

 , subfamily 
Apaturinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : several species, in particular the 
tawny emperor

 (
A. clyton

 ).]








II.
 
phrases





the emperor's new clothes

 
the emperor has no clothes






used in reference to a situation in which people believe or pretend to believe in the worth or importance of something that is worthless, or fear to point out an obvious truth that is counter to prevailing opinion




•
 
is his white canvas a case of the emperor's new clothes or is it something beautiful, even moving?




•
 
this is the first time that anyone has stripped his work of its rhetoric and shown that this particular emperor has no clothes.







[after the title of the story 
Kejserens nye klæder

 (1837) by the Danish writer Hans Christian Andersen (first translated into English as 
The Emperor's New Clothes

 in 1846), in which an emperor is tricked into thinking he is wearing beautiful new clothes, which all his courtiers pretend to admire, until a boy points out that he is in fact naked.]












III.
 
derivatives





emperorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (especially representing the title given to the head of the Roman Empire): from Old French 
emperere

 , from Latin 
imperator

 ‘military commander,’ from 
imperare

 ‘to command,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
parare

 ‘prepare, contrive.’





emperor moth






noun




a large moth of the silkworm moth family with eyespots on all four wings.

[
Saturnia

 and other genera, family 
Saturniidae

 : several species, in particular the common European 
S. pavonia

 .]














emperor penguin






noun




the largest species of penguin. It has a yellow patch on each side of the head and rears its young during the Antarctic winter.

[
Aptenodytes forsteri

 , family 
Spheniscidae

 .]














emphasis

 
/ˈemfəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
special importance, value, or prominence given to something




•
 
they placed great emphasis on the individual's freedom




•
 
different emphases and viewpoints.










2.
 
stress laid on a word or words to indicate special meaning or particular importance.




3.
 
vigor or intensity of expression




•
 
he spoke with emphasis and with complete conviction.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, originally ‘appearance, show,’ later denoting a figure of speech in which more is implied than is said (the original sense in English), from 
emphainein

 ‘exhibit,’ from 
em-

 ‘in, within’ + 
phainein

 ‘to show.’





emphasize

 
/ˈemfəˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give special importance or prominence to (something) in speaking or writing




•
 
he jabbed a finger into the tabletop to emphasize his point




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he 
emphasized that

 the drug works in only 30 percent of cases.










2.
 
lay stress on (a word or phrase) when speaking.




3.
 
make (something) more clearly defined




•
 
a one-piece bathing suit that emphasized her build.



















emphatic

 
/əmˈfadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or giving emphasis; expressing something forcibly and clearly




•
 
the children were 
emphatic that

 they would like to repeat the experience




•
 
an emphatic movement of his hand.










2.
 
(of an action or event or its result) definite and clear




•
 
he walked stiffly, with an emphatic limp.










3.
 
(of word or syllable) bearing the stress.




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting certain Arabic consonants that are pronounced with both dental articulation and constriction of the pharynx.








II.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 an emphatic consonant.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
emphatikos

 , from 
emphasis

 (see emphasis
 ).





emphatically

 
/əmˈfadək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a forceful way.




2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — without doubt; clearly




•
 
Jane, though born in California, feels emphatically Canadian




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
Greg is emphatically not a slacker.



















emphysema

 
/ˌemfəˈsēmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pulmonary emphysema

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 a condition in which the air sacs of the lungs are damaged and enlarged, causing breathlessness.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a condition in which air is abnormally present within the body tissues.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emphysematous

 
/ˌemfəsəˈmāSHəs /






adjective













2.
 
emphysemic






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): via late Latin from Greek 
emphusēma

 , from 
emphusan

 ‘puff up.’






empire

 
/ˈemˌpī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extensive group of states or countries under a single supreme authority, formerly especially an emperor or empress


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the Roman Empire.










2.
 
a large commercial organization owned or controlled by one person or group




•
 
her business empire grew.










3.
 
an extensive operation or sphere of activity controlled by one person or group




•
 
the kitchen had once been the ladies' empire.










4.
 
supreme political power over several countries when exercised by a single authority




•
 
he encouraged the Greeks in their dream of empire in Asia Minor.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 absolute control over a person or group.




6.
 
a variety of apple.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ämˈpir /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a style of furniture, decoration, or dress fashionable during the First or (less commonly) the Second Empire in France. The decorative style was neoclassical but marked by an interest in Egyptian and other ancient motifs probably inspired by Napoleon's Egyptian campaigns.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
imperium

 , related to 
imperare

 ‘to command’ (see emperor
 ).





empire builder

 
/ˈemˌpī(ə)r ˌbildər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who adds to or strengthens an empire.




2.
 
a person who seeks more power, responsibility, or staff within an organization for the purposes of self-aggrandizement.








II.
 
derivatives





empire-building






noun





















Empire State






a nickname for the state of New York
 .









Empire State Building






a skyscraper on Fifth Avenue, New York City, which was for several decades the tallest building in the world. When first erected, in 1930–31, it measured 1,250 feet (381 m); it currently stands at approximately 1,454 feet (443 m).









Empire State of the South






a nickname for the state of Georgia
 .









empiric

 
/əmˈpirik/





I.
 
adjective




another term for empirical
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who, in medicine or other branches of science, relies solely on observation and experiment.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a quack doctor.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
empeirikos

 , from 
empeiria

 ‘experience,’ from 
empeiros

 ‘skilled’ (based on 
peira

 ‘trial, experiment’).






empirical

 
/əmˈpirik(ə)l/






adjective




based on, concerned with, or verifiable by observation or experience rather than theory or pure logic




•
 
they provided considerable empirical evidence to support their argument.




















empirical formula






noun






[Chemistry]

 a formula giving the proportions of the elements present in a compound but not the actual numbers or arrangement of atoms.

Compare with molecular formula
 , structural formula
 .













empirically

 
/əmˈpiriklē/






adverb




by means of observation or experience rather than theory or pure logic




•
 
empirically tested methods




•
 
only what was empirically verifiable could be accepted as true




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
empirically, the theory has a number of weaknesses.



















empiricism

 
/əmˈpirəˌsizəm/






noun






[Philosophy]

 the theory that all knowledge is derived from sense-experience. Stimulated by the rise of experimental science, it developed in the 17th and 18th centuries, expounded in particular by John Locke, George Berkeley, and David Hume.

Compare with phenomenalism
 .













empiricist

 
/əmˈpirəsəst /

 

‹Philosophy›






I.
 
noun




a person who supports the theory that all knowledge is based on experience derived from the senses




•
 
most scientists are empiricists by nature.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the theory that all knowledge is based on experience derived from the senses




•
 
his radically empiricist view of science as a direct engagement with the world.



















emplacement

 
/əmˈplāsmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure on or in which something is firmly placed.




2.
 
a platform or defended position where a gun is placed for firing.




3.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 the process or state of setting something in place or being set in place.








II.
 
derivatives





emplace






verb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
place

 ‘a place.’






employ

 
/əmˈploi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give work to (someone) and pay them for it




•
 
the firm employs 150 people




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
temps can be employed to do much of the work.










2.
 
keep occupied




•
 
most of the newcomers are 
employed in

 developing the technology into a product.










3.
 
make use of




•
 
the methods they have employed to collect the data.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the state or fact of being employed for wages or a salary




•
 
I started work 
in the employ of

 a grocer and wine merchant.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 employment




•
 
her place of employ.














III.
 
derivatives





employed

 
/imˈploid /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
imploy

 ): from Old French 
employer

 , based on Latin 
implicari

 ‘be involved in or attached to,’ passive form of 
implicare

 (see imply
 ). In the 16th and 17th cent. the word also had the senses ‘enfold, entangle’ and ‘imply,’ derived directly from Latin; compare with implicate
 .





employable

 
/əmˈploiəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suitable for paid work




•
 
they will emerge as highly employable graduates




•
 
students with employable skills.










2.
 
able to be used




•
 
this report shows the attempts to incriminate me by whatever means employable.














II.
 
derivatives





employability

 
/əmˌploiəˈbilədē /






noun





















employee

 
/emˈploiē emˌploiˈē/






noun




a person employed for wages or salary, especially at nonexecutive level.













employer

 
/əmˈploiər/






noun




a person or organization that employs people.













employment

 
/əmˈploimənt/






noun



1.
 
the condition of having paid work




•
 
a fall in the numbers 
in

 full-time 
employment

 .










2.
 
a person's trade or profession.




3.
 
the action of giving work to someone




•
 
the employment of a full-time tutor.



















employment agency






noun




an agency that finds employers or employees for those seeking them.













Emporia

 
/emˈpôrēə/






a commercial city in east central Kansas, associated with William Allen White and his Emporia 
Gazette

 , which he published from 1895 until 1944; pop. 26,380 (est. 2008).









emporium

 
/emˈpôrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large retail store selling a wide variety of goods.




2.
 
a business establishment that specializes in products or services on a large scale (often used for humorously formal effect)




•
 
the world-famous food emporium




•
 
you know those half-automated carwash emporia that advertise an “all-cloth wash?”










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a principal center of commerce; a market.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
emporion

 , from 
emporos

 ‘merchant,’ based on a stem meaning ‘to journey.’





empower

 
/əmˈpou(ə)r/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) the authority or power to do something




•
 
nobody was empowered to sign checks on her behalf.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) stronger and more confident, especially in controlling their life and claiming their rights




•
 
movements to empower the poor.



















empowerment

 
/əmˈpouərmənt/






noun



1.
 
authority or power given to someone to do something




•
 
individuals are given empowerment to create their own dwellings.










2.
 
the process of becoming stronger and more confident, especially in controlling one's life and claiming one's rights




•
 
political steps for the empowerment of women




•
 
a foundation to promote economic empowerment for poor communities.



















empress

 
/ˈemprəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female emperor.




2.
 
the wife or widow of an emperor.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
emperesse

 , feminine of 
emperere

 (see emperor
 ).





empressement

 
/ˌäNpresˈmäN/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 animated eagerness or friendliness; effusion.











– origin

 from French, from 
empresser

 ‘rush eagerly.’






empress tree






noun




a fast-growing paulownia widely grown as an ornamental in the US and now considered an ecological threat, in light of its prolific growth and reproductive capacity.

[
paulownia tomentosa

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]













emptiness

 
/ˈem(p)tēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of containing nothing




•
 
the vast emptiness of space.










2.
 
the quality of lacking meaning or sincerity; meaninglessness




•
 
he realizes the emptiness of his statement.










3.
 
the quality of having no value or purpose; futility




•
 
feelings of emptiness and loneliness.



















empty

 
/ˈem(p)tē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing nothing; not filled or occupied




•
 
he took his empty coffee cup back to the counter




•
 
the room was 
empty of

 furniture.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a set) containing no members or elements.




3.
 
(of words or a gesture) lacking meaning or sincerity




•
 
his answer sounded a little empty




•
 
empty threats.










4.
 
having no value or purpose




•
 
her life felt empty and meaningless.










5.
 


‹informal›

 hungry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove all the contents of (a container)




•
 
we empty the cash register each night at closing time




•
 
pockets were 
emptied of

 loose change.










2.
 
remove (the contents) from a container




•
 
he 
emptied out

 the contents of his briefcase.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a place) be vacated by people in it




•
 
the bar suddenly seemed to empty.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
empty into

 )
 — (of a river) discharge itself into (the sea or a lake).








III.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
empties

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a container (especially a bottle or glass) left empty of its contents.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
running on empty






exhausted of all one's resources or sustenance.









2.
 
empty vessels make the most noise (or sound)








‹proverb›

 those with least wisdom or knowledge are always the most talkative.









3.
 
on an empty stomach






see stomach
 .












V.
 
derivatives





emptily

 
/ˈem(p)təlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
ǣmtig

 , 
ǣmetig

 ‘at leisure, unoccupied, empty,’ from 
ǣmetta

 ‘leisure,’ perhaps from 
ā

 ‘no, not’ + 
mōt

 ‘meeting’ (see moot
 ).





empty calories






plural noun




calories derived from food containing no nutrients.













empty-handed

 
/ˈˌem(p)tē ˈhandəd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having failed to obtain or achieve what one wanted




•
 
the burglars fled empty-handed.



















empty-headed

 
/ˈˌem(p)tē ˈˌhedəd/






adjective




unintelligent and foolish




•
 
why did they promote that empty-headed man?




















empty nester

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a parent whose children have grown up and left home.













empty-netter

 
/ˌem(p)tēˈnedər/






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 
‹informal›

 a goal scored while the defending goaltender is not guarding their net




•
 
he scored an empty-netter with 9.1 seconds left.



















Empty Quarter






another name for Rub' al-Khali
 .









empty suit






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a prominent person regarded as lacking substance, personality, or ability




•
 
they're a bunch of Ivy League empty suits.



















empty word






noun






[Grammar]

 a word that has only a grammatical function, and no meaning in itself (for example, the infinitive marker 
to

 in English).













empurple

 
/əmˈpərpəl/






verb




make or become purple


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his face empurpled with fury.



















empyema

 
/ˌempīˈēmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the collection of pus in a cavity in the body, especially in the pleural cavity.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
empuēma

 , from 
empuein

 ‘suppurate,’ from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
puon

 ‘pus.’





empyrean

 
/emˈpirēən ˌempəˈrēən /

 
empyreal





I.
 
adjective




belonging to or deriving from heaven.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the empyrean

 )


1.
 
heaven, in particular the highest part of heaven.




2.
 


‹literary›

 the visible heavens; the sky.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): via medieval Latin from Greek 
empurios

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
pur

 ‘fire.’ The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.





EMS






abbreviation



1.
 
emergency medical service.




2.
 
European Monetary System.




3.
 
expanded memory system, a system for increasing the amount of memory available to a computer, now largely superseded by XMS.













EMT






abbreviation




emergency medical technician.













emu

 
/ˈēm(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large flightless fast-running Australian bird resembling the ostrich, with shaggy gray or brown plumage, bare blue skin on the head and neck, and three-toed feet.

[
Dromaius novaehollandiae

 , the only member of the family 
Dromaiidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
ema

 . The word originally denoted the cassowary, later the greater rhea; current usage dates from the early 19th cent.





EMU






abbreviation




European Monetary Union.













emulate

 
/ˈemyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
match or surpass (a person or achievement), typically by imitation




•
 
lesser men trying to emulate his greatness.










2.
 
imitate




•
 
hers is not a hairstyle I wish to emulate.










3.
 


[Computing]

 reproduce the function or action of (a different computer, software system, etc.).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emulative

 
/ˈemyəˌlādiv /






adjective













2.
 
emulator

 
/ˈemyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
aemulat-

 ‘rivaled, equaled,’ from the verb 
aemulari

 , from 
aemulus

 ‘rival.’





emulation

 
/ˌemyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
effort to match or surpass a person or achievement, typically by imitation




•
 
their success is inspiring emulation from others




•
 
a model worthy of emulation.










2.
 


[Computing]

 reproduction of the function or action of a different computer, software system, etc.




•
 
software emulation of complete systems




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an additional server is accessed via emulation software.



















emulous

 
/ˈemyələs/





I.
 
adjective

 — (often 
emulous of

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 seeking to emulate or imitate someone or something.




2.
 


‹formal›

 motivated by a spirit of rivalry




•
 
emulous young writers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emulously






adverb













2.
 
emulousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘resembling, imitating’): from Latin 
aemulus

 ‘rival.’ Current senses date from the mid 16th cent.





emulsifier

 
/əˈməlsəˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a substance that stabilizes an emulsion, in particular a food additive used to stabilize processed foods.




2.
 
an apparatus used for making an emulsion by stirring or shaking a substance.













emulsify

 
/əˈməlsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb




make into or become an emulsion


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
mustard helps to emulsify a vinaigrette.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
emulsifiable

 
/-ˌfīəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
emulsification

 
/əˌməlsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun






















emulsion

 
/əˈməlSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine dispersion of minute droplets of one liquid in another in which it is not soluble or miscible.




2.
 
a fine dispersion of one liquid or pureed food substance in another




•
 
ravioli with pea and ginger emulsion.










3.
 
(also 
emulsion paint

 )
 — a water-based paint used for walls.




4.
 
a light-sensitive coating for photographic films and plates, containing crystals of a silver compound dispersed in a medium such as gelatin.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a milky liquid made by crushing almonds in water): from modern Latin 
emulsio(n-)

 , from the verb 
emulgere

 ‘milk out,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
mulgere

 ‘to milk.’






en

 
/en/





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 a unit of measurement equal to half an em and approximately the average width of typeset characters, used especially for estimating the total amount of space a text will require.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: the letter 
N

 represented as a word, since it is approximately this width.






en-1


 
em-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
forming verbs (added to nouns) expressing entry into the specified state or location




•
 
engulf




•
 
embed.










2.
 
forming verbs (added to nouns and adjectives) expressing conversion into the specified state (as in 
encrust

 , 
ennoble

 ).




3.
 
often forming verbs having the suffix 
-en

 (as in 
embolden

 , 
enliven

 ).




4.
 
(added to verbs) in; into; on




•
 
ensnare.










5.
 
as an intensifier




•
 
entangle.

















– origin

 from French, from Latin 
in-

 . See also in-
 2
 , a commonly found by-form.






en-2


 
em-





I.
 
prefix




within; inside




•
 
encyst




•
 
endemic




•
 
embolism




•
 
empyema.

















– origin

 from Greek.






-en1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming verbs:




2.
 
(from adjectives) denoting the development, creation, or intensification of a state




•
 
widen




•
 
deepen




•
 
loosen.










3.
 
from nouns (such as 
strengthen

 from 
strength

 ).











– origin

 Old English 
-nian

 , of Germanic origin.






-en2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives from nouns:




2.
 
made or consisting of




•
 
earthen




•
 
woolen.










3.
 
resembling




•
 
golden




•
 
silvern.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.






-en3


 
-n





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming past paticiples of strong verbs:




2.
 
as a regular inflection




•
 
spoken.










3.
 
as an adjective




•
 
mistaken




•
 
torn.










4.
 
often with a restricted adjectival sense




•
 
drunken




•
 
sunken.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.





-en4






I.
 
suffix




forming the plural of a few nouns such as 
children

 , 
oxen

 .











– origin

 Middle English reduction of the earlier suffix 
-an

 .





-en5






I.
 
suffix




forming diminutives of nouns (such as 
chicken

 , 
maiden

 ).











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.





-en6






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming feminine nouns such as 
vixen

 .




2.
 
forming abstract nouns such as 
burden

 .











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.





enable

 
/enˈāb(ə)l inˈāb(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone or something) the authority or means to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the evidence would enable us to arrive at firm conclusions.










2.
 
make possible




•
 
a number of courses are available to enable an understanding of a broad range of issues.










3.
 


[chiefly Computing]

 make (a device or system) operational; activate.




4.
 
(as 
adj.

 , in 
combination

 
-enabled

 )
 — adapted for use with the specified application or system




•
 
WAP-enabled mobile phones.














II.
 
derivatives





enablement






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
inable

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 , + able
 .





enabler

 
/iˈnāblər eˈnāblər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that makes something possible




•
 
the people who run these workshops are crime enablers




•
 
Bluetooth is the ultimate enabler of the smart house that has been the darling of futurists since the 1939 World's Fair.










2.
 
a person who encourages or enables negative or self-destructive behavior in another




•
 
he criticized her role as an enabler in her husband's pathological womanizing.



















enabling act






noun




a statute empowering a person or body to take certain action, especially to make regulations, rules, or orders.













enact

 
/enˈakt inˈakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a bill or other proposal) law




•
 
legislation was enacted in 1987 to attract international companies.










2.
 
put into practice (a belief, idea, or suggestion).




3.
 
act out (a role or play) on stage.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enactable






adjective













2.
 
enaction

 
/enˈakSHən /






noun













3.
 
enactor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
inact

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 , + act
 , suggested by medieval Latin 
inactare

 , 
inactitare

 .





enactment

 
/inˈak(t)mənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of passing legislation.




2.
 
a law that is passed.




3.
 
a process of acting something out




•
 
the story becomes an enactment of his fantasies.














II.
 
derivatives





enactive

 
/-tiv /






adjective





















enamel

 
/iˈnaməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opaque or semitransparent glassy substance applied to metallic or other hard surfaces for ornament or as a protective coating.




2.
 
a work of art executed in enamel.




3.
 
the hard glossy substance that covers the crown of a tooth.




4.
 
(also 
enamel paint

 )
 — a paint that dries to give a smooth, hard coat.




5.
 


‹dated›

 nail polish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
enameled

 )


1.
 
coat or decorate (a metallic or hard object) with enamel




•
 
an enameled roasting pan.










2.
 


‹dated›

 apply nail polish to (fingernails or toenails).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enameler






noun













2.
 
enamelist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as a verb; formerly also as 
inamel

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
enamailler

 , from 
en-

 ‘in, on’ + 
amail

 ‘enamel,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





enamelware

 
/iˈnaməlˌwer/






noun




enameled kitchenware.













enamelwork

 
/iˈnaməlˌwərk/






noun




the craft of inlaying or decorating metal objects with enamel.













enamor

 
/iˈnamər eˈnamər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 enamour





I.
 
verb

 — (
be enamored of/with/by

 )


1.
 
be filled with a feeling of love for




•
 
it is not difficult to see why Edward is enamored of her.










2.
 
have a liking or admiration for




•
 
she was truly enamored of New York.

















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
inamour

 ): from Old French 
enamourer

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
amour

 ‘love.’





enanthema

 
/ˌenanˈTHēmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an ulcer or eruption occurring on a mucus-secreting surface such as the inside of the mouth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from en-
 2
 ‘within’ + a shortened form of exanthema
 .





enantiodromia

 
/əˌnan(t)ēəˈdrōmēə/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the tendency of things to change into their opposites, especially as a supposed governing principle of natural cycles and of psychological development.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘running in opposite ways.’





enantiomer

 
/əˈnantēōmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of a pair of molecules that are mirror images of each other.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enantiomeric

 
/iˌnantēəˈmerik /






adjective













2.
 
enantiomerically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
enantios

 ‘opposite’ + -mer
 .





enantiomorph

 
/əˈnantēōmôrf/





I.
 
noun




each of two crystalline or other geometric forms that are mirror images of each other.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enantiomorphic

 
/iˌnantēəˈˌmôrfik /






adjective













2.
 
enantiomorphism

 
/əˌnantēōˈmôrˌfizəm /






noun













3.
 
enantiomorphous

 
/iˌnantēəˈmôrfəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
enantios

 ‘opposite’ + -morph
 .





enargite

 
/enˈärjit, ˈenərˌjit/





I.
 
noun




a dark gray mineral consisting of a sulfide of copper and arsenic.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
enargēs

 ‘clear, distinct’ (referring to evident cleavage) + -ite
 1
 .





enarthrosis

 
/ˌenärˈTHrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a ball-and-socket joint.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
enarthrōsis

 , from 
enarthros

 ‘jointed,’ from 
en-

 ‘inside’ + 
arthron

 ‘joint.’





enation

 
/ēˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an outgrowth from the surface of a leaf or other part of a plant.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
enatio(n-)

 , from 
enasci

 ‘issue forth.’





en bloc

 
/än ˈbläk/





I.
 
adverb




all together or all at the same time




•
 
various private museums offered to purchase the trove en bloc.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French.





en brochette

 
/äN brōˈSHet/





I.
 
adjective






[Cooking]

 (of a dish) cooked on a skewer.











– origin

 French 
en brochette

 ‘on a skewer.’





en brosse

 
/ˌän ˈbrôs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's hair) cut in a short and bristly style.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘in the form of a brush.’





enc.






abbreviation



1.
 
enclosed.




2.
 
enclosure.













encage

 
/inˈkāj enˈkāj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 confine in or as in a cage.













encamp

 
/inˈkamp enˈkamp/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
settle in or establish a camp, especially a military one




•
 
we encamped for the night by the side of a river.



















encampment

 
/inˈkampmənt enˈkampmənt/






noun



1.
 
a place with temporary accommodations consisting of huts or tents, typically for troops or nomads.




2.
 
the process of setting up a camp.













encapsidate

 
/inˈkapsəˌdāt enˈkapsəˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 enclose (a gene or virus particle) in a protein shell.








II.
 
derivatives





encapsidation

 
/enˌkapsiˈdāSHən /






noun





















encapsulate

 
/inˈkapsəˌlāt enˈkapsəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enclose (something) in or as if in a capsule.




2.
 
express the essential features of (someone or something) succinctly




•
 
the conclusion is encapsulated in one sentence.










3.
 


[Computing]

 enclose (a message or signal) in a set of codes that allow use by or transfer through different computer systems or networks.




4.
 


[Computing]

 provide an interface for (a piece of software or hardware) to allow or simplify access for the user.




5.
 
(as 
adj.

 
encapsulated

 )
 — enclosed by a protective coating or membrane.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (also as 
incapsulate

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + Latin 
capsula

 (see capsule
 ).





encapsulation

 
/inˌkaps(y)əˈlāSH(ə)n, enˌkaps(y)əˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of enclosing something in or as if in a capsule




•
 
encapsulation of contaminants within a solid glass-like matrix




•
 
encapsulation of the iron prevents its interaction with food.










2.
 


[Computing]

 the process of enclosing a message or signal in a set of codes which allow transfer across networks




•
 
proper encapsulation of data for network transmission.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the provision of an interface for a piece of software or hardware to allow or simplify access for the user.




4.
 
the succinct expression or depiction of the essential features of something




•
 
his encapsulation of the concept




•
 
this article is an encapsulation of everything that is wrong with the economy.



















encase

 
/inˈkās enˈkās /

 


‹dated›

 incase





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enclose or cover in a case or close-fitting surround.








II.
 
derivatives





encasement






noun





















encaustic

 
/inˈkôstik enˈkôstik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially in painting and ceramics) using pigments mixed with hot wax that are burned in as an inlay.








II.
 
noun




the art or process of encaustic painting.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
enkaustikos

 , from 
enkaiein

 ‘burn in,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
kaiein

 ‘to burn.’






-ence

 
/əns, ns/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a quality or an instance of it




•
 
impertinence.










3.
 
denoting an action or its result




•
 
reference




•
 
reminiscence.

















– origin

 from French 
-ence

 , from Latin 
-entia

 , 
-antia

 (from present participial stems 
-ent-

 , 
-ant-

 ). Since the 16th cent. many inconsistencies have occurred in the use of 
-ence

 and 
-ance

 .





enceinte1


 
/enˈsānt, änˈsant/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an enclosure or the enclosing wall of a fortified place.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
incincta

 , feminine past participle of 
incingere

 ‘gird in,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
cingere

 ‘to gird.’





enceinte2


 
/änˈsant/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 pregnant.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French.





Enceladus

 
/ənˈselədəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Saturn, the eighth closest to the planet, discovered by W. Herschel in 1789. Probably composed mainly of ice, it has a diameter of 311 miles (500 km).







– origin

 named after a Greek mythological giant killed by Athene.





encephalic

 
/ˌensəˈfalik/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to, affecting, or situated in the brain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
enkephalos

 ‘brain’ (from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head’) + -ic
 .





encephalitis

 
/enˌsefəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the brain, caused by infection or an allergic reaction.








II.
 
derivatives





encephalitic

 
/-ˈlitik /






adjective






















encephalitis lethargica

 
/ensefəˌlīdəs ləˈTHärjikə/






noun




a form of encephalitis caused by a virus and characterized by headache and drowsiness leading to coma.

Also called sleeping sickness
 .













encephalization

 
/enˌsefələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Zoology]

 an evolutionary increase in the complexity or relative size of the brain, involving a shift of function from noncortical parts of the brain to the cortex.













encephalo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the brain




•
 
encephalopathy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
enkephalos

 .





encephalogram

 
/inˈsefələˌɡram enˈsefələˌɡram/






noun






[Medicine]

 an image, trace, or other record of the structure or electrical activity of the brain.













encephalography

 
/enˌsefəˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of various techniques for recording the structure or electrical activity of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
encephalograph

 
/enˈsefələˌɡraf /






noun













2.
 
encephalographic

 
/-ləˈɡrafik /






adjective





















encephalomyelitis

 
/inˌsefələˌmīəˈlīdəs enˌsefələˌmīəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the brain and spinal cord, typically due to acute viral infection.














encephalon

 
/inˈsefələn enˈsefəlän/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the brain.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
enkephalon

 ‘what is inside the head,’ from 
en-

 ‘inside’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head.’





encephalopathy

 
/enˌsefəˈläpəTHē inˌsefəˈläpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease in which the functioning of the brain is affected by some agent or condition (such as viral infection or toxins in the blood).













enchain

 
/inˈCHān enˈCHān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 bind with or as with chains.








II.
 
derivatives





enchainment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
enchainer

 , based on Latin 
catena

 ‘chain.’





enchaînement

 
/ˌäNSHenˈmäN/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a linked sequence of steps or movements constituting a phrase.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, ‘chaining together.’






enchant

 
/inˈCHant enˈCHant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (someone) with great delight; charm




•
 
Isabel was 
enchanted with

 the idea.










2.
 
put (someone or something) under a spell


(as 
adj.

 
enchanted

 )


•
 
an enchanted garden.














II.
 
derivatives





enchantedly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘put under a spell’ and ‘delude’; formerly also as 
inchant

 ): from French 
enchanter

 , from Latin 
incantare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
cantare

 ‘sing.’





enchanter

 
/inˈCHan(t)ər enˈCHan(t)ər/






noun




a person who uses magic or sorcery, especially to put someone or something under a spell.













enchanter's nightshade





I.
 
noun




a woodland plant with small white flowers and fruit with hooked bristles, native to Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Circaea

 , family 
Onagraceae

 : several species, including 
C. quadrisulcata

 and the smaller 
C. alpina

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: believed by early botanists to be the herb used by Circe to charm Odysseus' companions.





enchanting

 
/inˈCHan(t)iNG enˈCHan(t)iNG/





I.
 
adjective




delightfully charming or attractive




•
 
Dinah looked enchanting.














II.
 
derivatives





enchantingly

 
/inˈCHan(t)iNGlē enˈCHan(t)iNGlē /






adverb





















enchantment

 
/inˈCHantmənt enˈCHantmənt/






noun



1.
 
a feeling of great pleasure; delight




•
 
the enchantment of the mountains.










2.
 
the state of being under a spell; magic




•
 
a world of mystery and enchantment.



















enchantress

 
/inˈCHantrəs enˈCHantrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman who uses magic or sorcery, especially to put someone or something under a spell.




2.
 
a very attractive and beguiling woman.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
enchanteresse

 , from 
enchanter

 (see enchant
 ).





enchase

 
/inˈCHās enˈCHās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (a piece of jewelry or work of art) by inlaying, engraving, or carving.




2.
 
place (a jewel) in a setting.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘decorate with figures in relief’): from Old French 
enchasser

 ‘set gems, encase,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
chasse

 ‘a case.’





enchilada

 
/ˌen(t)SHəˈlädə/





I.
 
noun




a rolled tortilla with a filling typically of meat and served with a chili sauce.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the big enchilada








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing of great importance.









2.
 
the whole enchilada








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the whole situation; everything.















– origin

 Latin American Spanish, feminine past participle of 
enchilar

 ‘season with chili.’





enchiridion

 
/ˌeNGkəˈridēən, ˌenkī-/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a book containing essential information on a subject.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
enkheiridion

 , from 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
kheir

 ‘hand’ + the diminutive suffix 
-idion

 .





Encinitas

 
/ˌensiˈnēdəs/






a city in southwestern California, northwest of San Diego; pop. 60,372 (est. 2008).









encipher

 
/inˈsīfər enˈsīfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a message or piece of text) into a coded form; encrypt.








II.
 
derivatives





encipherment

 
/inˈsīfərmənt enˈsīfərmənt /






noun





















encircle

 
/inˈsərk(ə)l enˈsərk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a circle around; surround




•
 
the town is encircled by fortified walls.














II.
 
derivatives





encirclement

 
/inˈsərkəlmənt enˈsərkəlmənt /






noun





















encl.

 
enc.






abbreviation



1.
 
enclosed.




2.
 
enclosure.













en clair

 
/ˌän ˈkler/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(especially of a telegram or official message) in ordinary language, rather than in code or cipher.











– origin

 French, literally ‘in clear.’





enclasp

 
/inˈklasp enˈklasp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 hold tightly in one's arms.














enclave

 
/ˈenˌklāv ˈäNGˌklāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portion of territory within or surrounded by a larger territory whose inhabitants are culturally or ethnically distinct.




2.
 
a place or group that is different in character from those surrounding it




•
 
the engineering department is traditionally a male enclave.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Old French 
enclaver

 ‘enclose, dovetail,’ based on Latin 
clavis

 ‘key.’






enclitic

 
/enˈklidik /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
noun




a word pronounced with so little emphasis that it is shortened and forms part of the preceding word, e.g., 
n't

 in 
can't

 .

Compare with proclitic
 .








II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an enclitic word.








III.
 
derivatives





enclitically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
enklitikos

 , from 
enklinein

 ‘lean on,’ from 
en-

 ‘in, on’ + 
klinein

 ‘to lean.’






enclose

 
/inˈklōz enˈklōz /

 


‹dated›

 inclose





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround or close off on all sides




•
 
the entire estate was 
enclosed with

 walls




•
 (as 
adj.

 
enclosed

 )
 
a dark enclosed space.










2.
 


‹historical›

 fence in (common land) so as to make it private property.




3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
enclosed

 )
 — seclude (a religious order or other community) from the outside world.




4.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 bound on all sides; contain.




5.
 
place (something) in an envelope together with a letter




•
 
I enclose a copy of the job description.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘shut in, imprison’): from Old French 
enclos

 , past participle of 
enclore

 , based on Latin 
includere

 ‘shut in.’





enclosure

 
/inˈklōZHər enˈklōZHər /

 


‹dated›

 inclosure





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area that is sealed off with an artificial or natural barrier.




2.
 
an artificial or natural barrier that seals off an area.




3.
 
the state of being enclosed, especially in a religious community




•
 
the nuns kept strict enclosure.










4.
 


‹historical›

 the process or policy of fencing in waste or common land so as to make it private property, as pursued in much of Britain in the 18th and early 19th centuries




•
 
one of the chief effects of enclosure was to increase the number of landless workers.










5.
 
a document or object placed in an envelope together with a letter.











– origin

 late Middle English: from legal Anglo-Norman French and Old French, from 
enclos

 ‘closed in’ (see enclose
 ).





encode

 
/inˈkōd enˈkōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert into a coded form.




2.
 


[Computing]

 convert (information or an instruction) into a particular form




•
 
the amount of time required to encode a WAV file to MP3 format.










3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 (of a gene) be responsible for producing (a substance or behavior).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
encodable






adjective













2.
 
encoder

 
/inˈkōdər enˈkōdər /






noun













3.
 
encodement

 
/inˈkōdmənt enˈkōdmənt /






noun





















encomiast

 
/inˈkōmēˌast enˈkōmēˌast/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a person who publicly praises or flatters someone else.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
encomiastic

 
/inˌkōmēˈastik enˌkōmēˈastik /






adjective













2.
 
encomiastically

 
/enˌkōmēˈastik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
enkōmiastēs

 , from 
enkōmiazein

 ‘to praise,’ from 
enkōmion

 (see encomium
 ).





encomienda

 
/enˌkōmēˈendə, -ˌkämē-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a grant by the Spanish Crown to a colonist in America conferring the right to demand tribute and forced labor from the Indian inhabitants of an area.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘commission, charge.’






encomium

 
/enˈkōmēəm inˈkōmēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a speech or piece of writing that praises someone or something highly.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, from Greek 
enkōmion

 ‘eulogy,’ from 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
komos

 ‘revel.’





encompass

 
/inˈkəmpəs enˈkəmpəs/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — surround and have or hold within




•
 
a vast halo encompassing the Milky Way galaxy.










2.
 
include comprehensively




•
 
no studies encompass all aspects of medical care.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 cause (something) to take place




•
 
an act designed to encompass the death of the king.














II.
 
derivatives





encompassment






noun





















encopresis

 
/ˌenkəˈprēsis/






noun






[Medicine]

 involuntary defecation, especially associated with emotional disturbance or psychiatric disorder.













encore

 
/ˈänkôr/





I.
 
noun




a repeated or additional performance of an item at the end of a concert, as called for by an audience.








II.
 
exclamation




called out by an audience at the end of a concert to request an additional performance.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or call for a repeated or additional performance of (an item) at the end of a concert.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘still, again.’





encounter

 
/inˈkoun(t)ər enˈkoun(t)ər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unexpectedly experience or be faced with (something difficult or hostile)




•
 
we have encountered one small problem.










2.
 
meet (someone) unexpectedly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unexpected or casual meeting with someone or something.




2.
 
a confrontation or unpleasant struggle




•
 
his 
close encounter with

 death.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘meet as an adversary’ and ‘a meeting of adversaries’; formerly also as 
incounter

 ): from Old French 
encontrer

 (verb), 
encontre

 (noun), based on Latin 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
contra

 ‘against.’





encounter group






noun






(chiefly US)

 a group of people who meet to gain psychological benefit through close contact with one another.













encourage

 
/inˈkərij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give support, confidence, or hope to (someone)




•
 
we were encouraged by the success of this venture




•
 (as 
adj.

 
encouraged

 )
 
I feel much encouraged.










2.
 
give support and advice to (someone) so that they will do or continue to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
pupils are encouraged to be creative.










3.
 
help or stimulate (an activity, state, or view) to develop




•
 
the intention is to encourage new writing talent.














II.
 
derivatives





encourager

 
/inˈkərijər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
incourage

 ): from French 
encourager

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
corage

 ‘courage.’





encouragement

 
/inˈkərijmənt enˈkərijmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of giving someone support, confidence, or hope




•
 
thank you for all your support and encouragement.










2.
 
persuasion to do or to continue something




•
 
incentives and encouragement to play sports.










3.
 
the act of trying to stimulate the development of an activity, state, or belief




•
 
the encouragement of foreign investment.



















encouraging

 
/enˈkərijiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving someone support or confidence; supportive




•
 
she gave me an encouraging smile.










2.
 
positive and giving hope for future success; promising




•
 
the results are very encouraging.














II.
 
derivatives





encouragingly

 
/inˈkərijiNGlē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
encouragingly, there is more research being done today




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the level of activity continues to be encouragingly high



























encroach

 
/inˈkrōCH enˈkrōCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
encroach on/upon

 )


1.
 
intrude on (a person's territory or a thing considered to be a right)




•
 
rather than encroach on his privacy, she might have kept to her room.










2.
 
advance gradually beyond usual or acceptable limits




•
 
the sea has encroached all around the coast.














II.
 
derivatives





encroacher

 
/inˈkrōCHər enˈkrōCHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘obtain unlawfully, seize’; formerly also as 
incroach

 ): from Old French 
encrochier

 ‘seize, fasten upon,’ from 
en-

 ‘in, on’ + 
crochier

 (from 
croc

 ‘hook,’ from Old Norse 
krókr

 ).





encroachment

 
/enˈkrōCHmənt/






noun



1.
 
intrusion on a person's territory, rights, etc.




•
 
minor encroachments on our individual liberties.










2.
 
a gradual advance beyond usual or acceptable limits




•
 
urban encroachment of habitat.










3.
 


[Football]

 a penalty in which a defensive player is positioned in the neutral zone at the start of a play.














en croute

 
/ˌän ˈkro͞ot/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




in a pastry crust


[as 
postpositive adj.

 ]


•
 
salmon en croute




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
goat's cheese is particularly tasty baked en croute.

















– origin

 French 
en croûte

 .






encrust

 
/inˈkrəst enˈkrəst /

 
incrust





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something) with a hard surface layer




•
 
the mussels encrust navigation buoys




•
 (as 
adj.

 
encrusted

 )
 
the dried and encrusted blood.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a crust.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cause to form a crust’): from French 
incruster

 or 
encroûter

 , both from Latin 
incrustare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
crusta

 ‘a crust.’





encrustation

 
/ˌenkrəsˈtāSH(ə)n /

 
incrustation





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of encrusting or state of being encrusted.




2.
 
a crust or hard coating on the surface of something




•
 
the sides are white with encrustations of salt.










3.
 


[Architecture]

 a facing of marble on a building.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally as 
incrustation

 ): from late Latin 
incrustatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
incrustare

 (see encrust
 ).





encrypt

 
/inˈkript enˈkript/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (information or data) into a cipher or code, especially to prevent unauthorized access.




2.
 
(
encrypt something in

 )
 — conceal data in (something) by converting it into a code.











– origin

 1950s (originally US): from en-
 1
 ‘in’ + Greek 
kruptos

 ‘hidden.’





encryption

 
/inˈkripSH(ə)n enˈkripSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of converting information or data into a code, especially to prevent unauthorized access




•
 
I use encryption to protect sensitive information transmitted online.



















enculturation

 
/enˌkəlCHəˈrāSHən /

 
inculturation






noun



1.
 
the gradual acquisition of the characteristics and norms of a culture or group by a person, another culture, etc.




2.
 
the adaptation of Christian liturgy to a non-Christian cultural background.














encumber

 
/inˈkəmbər enˈkəmbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrict or burden (someone or something) in such a way that free action or movement is difficult




•
 
she was 
encumbered by

 her heavy skirts




•
 
they had arrived 
encumbered with

 families.










2.
 
saddle (a person or estate) with a debt or mortgage




•
 
an estate heavily 
encumbered with

 debt.










3.
 
fill or block up (a place)




•
 
we tripped over sticks and stones, which encumber most of the trail.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘cause trouble to, entangle’; formerly also as 
incumber

 ): from Old French 
encombrer

 ‘block up,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
combre

 ‘river barrage.’





encumbrance

 
/inˈkəmb(ə)rəns enˈkəmb(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a burden or impediment.




2.
 


[Law]

 a mortgage or other charge on property or assets.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a person, especially a child, who is dependent on someone else for support.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting an encumbered state; formerly also as 
incumbrance

 ): from Old French 
encombrance

 , from 
encombrer

 ‘block up’ (see encumber
 ).





ency.






abbreviation




encyclopedia.














-ency

 
/ənsē, n-sē/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a quality




•
 
efficiency.










3.
 
denoting a state




•
 
presidency.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-entia

 (compare with -ence
 ).





encyc.






abbreviation




encyclopedia.













encycl.






abbreviation




encyclopedia.













encyclical

 
/inˈsiklək(ə)l enˈsiklək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a papal letter sent to all bishops of the Roman Catholic Church.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to an encyclical letter.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): via late Latin from Greek 
enkuklios

 ‘circular, general,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
kuklos

 ‘a circle.’






encyclopedia

 
/inˌsīkləˈpēdēə enˌsīkləˈpēdēə /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 encyclopaedia





I.
 
noun




a book or set of books giving information on many subjects or on many aspects of one subject and typically arranged alphabetically.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from pseudo-Greek 
enkuklopaideia

 for 
enkuklios paideia

 ‘all-around education.’





encyclopedic

 
/inˌsīkləˈpēdik enˌsīkləˈpēdik /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 encyclopaedic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
comprehensive in terms of information




•
 
he has an almost encyclopedic knowledge of food.










2.
 
relating to or containing names of famous people and places and information about words that is not simply linguistic




•
 
a dictionary with encyclopedic material.














II.
 
derivatives





encyclopedically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















encyclopedism

 
/inˌsīkləˈpēdizəm enˌsīkləˈpēdizəm /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 encyclopaedism






noun




comprehensive learning or knowledge.













encyclopedist

 
/inˌsīkləˈpēdəst enˌsīkləˈpēdəst /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 encyclopaedist






noun




a person who writes, edits, or contributes to an encyclopedia.













encyst

 
/enˈsist/





I.
 
verb






[Zoology]

 enclose or become enclosed in a cyst.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
encystation

 
/ˌensiˈstāSHən /






noun













2.
 
encystment

 
/enˈsistmənt /






noun






















end

 
/end/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a final part of something, especially a period of time, an activity, or a story




•
 
the end of the year




•
 
Mario led the race 
from beginning to end

 .










2.
 
a termination of a state or situation




•
 
the party called for 
an end to

 violence




•
 
one notice will be effective to 
bring

 the tenancy 
to an end

 .










3.
 
used to emphasize that something, typically a subject of discussion, is considered finished




•
 
you will go to church and 
that's the end of it

 .










4.
 
death or ruin




•
 
if she's caught stealing again, it will 
be the end of

 her career.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 (in biblical use) an ultimate state or condition




•
 
the end of that man is peace.










6.
 
the furthest or most extreme part or point of something




•
 
a length of wire with a hook at the end




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the end house.










7.
 
a small piece that is left after something has been used




•
 
a box of candle ends.










8.
 
a specified extreme point on a scale




•
 
homebuyers at the lower end of the market.










9.
 
the part or share of an activity with which someone is concerned




•
 
you're going to honor your end of the deal.










10.
 
a place that is linked to another by a telephone call, letter, or journey




•
 
“Hello,” said a voice at the other end.










11.
 
the part of an athletic field or court defended by one team or player.




12.
 
a goal or result that one seeks to achieve




•
 
each would use the other to 
further his own ends






•
 


to this end

 , schools were set up for peasant women.










13.
 


[Lawn Bowling]

 
[Curling]

 a session of play in one particular direction across the playing area.




14.
 


[Football]

 an offensive or defensive lineman positioned nearest to the sideline.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
come or bring to a final point; finish


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
when the war ended, policy changed




•
 
the chapter 
ends with

 a case study




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she wanted to end the relationship.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — reach a point and go no further




•
 
the boundary where agnosticism ends and atheism begins.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform a final act




•
 
the man 
ended by

 attacking a police officer.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
end in

 )
 — have as its final part, point, or result




•
 
one in three marriages is now likely to end in divorce.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
end up

 )
 — eventually reach or come to a specified place, state, or course of action




•
 
I 
ended up in

 Connecticut




•
 
you could 
end up with

 a higher income.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the end of the day








‹informal›

 when everything is taken into consideration




•
 
at the end of the day, I'm responsible for what happens in the school.















2.
 
be at (or have come to) an end





a.
 
be finished or completed.




b.
 
(of a supply of something) become exhausted




•
 
our patience has come to an end.















3.
 
be at the end of






be close to having no more of (something)




•
 
he was at the end of his ability to cope.















4.
 
be the end








‹informal›

 be the limit of what one can tolerate




•
 
you really are the end!















5.
 
come to (or meet) a bad end






be led by one's own actions to ruin or an unpleasant death.









6.
 
end one's days (or life)






spend the final part of one's existence in a specified place or state




•
 
the last passenger pigeon ended her days in the Cincinnati Zoo.















7.
 
an end in itself






a goal that is pursued in its own right to the exclusion of others.









8.
 
end in tears






have an unhappy or painful outcome (often as a warning)




•
 
this treaty will end in tears.















9.
 
end it all






commit suicide.









10.
 
the end of the road (or line)






the point beyond which progress or survival cannot continue




•
 
if the lawsuit is not dropped it could 
be the end of the road for

 the publisher.















11.
 
the end of one's rope (or tether)






having no patience or energy left to cope with something




•
 
after enduring four years of mice in the house, we were 
at the end of our rope






•
 
they have 
reached the end of their tether

 .















12.
 
the end of the world





a.
 
the termination of life on the earth.




b.
 


‹informal›

 a complete disaster




•
 


it's not the end of the world

 if you're not great at sports.















13.
 
end on





a.
 
with the furthest point of an object facing toward one




•
 
seen end on, their sharp, rocky summits point like arrows.










b.
 
with the furthest point of an object touching that of another




•
 
slim stone tiles had been layered end on with incredible skill.















14.
 
end to end






in a row with the furthest point of one object touching that of another object.









15.
 
in the end






eventually or on reflection




•
 
in the end, I saw that she was right.















16.
 
keep (or hold) one's end up








‹informal›

 perform well in a difficult or competitive situation.









17.
 
make an end of






cause (someone or something) to stop existing.









18.
 
make (both) ends meet






earn enough money to live without getting into debt.









19.
 
never (or not) hear the end of






be continually reminded of (an unpleasant topic or cause of annoyance).









20.
 
no end








‹informal›

 to a great extent; very much




•
 
this cheered me up no end.















21.
 
no end of








‹informal›

 a vast number or amount of (something)




•
 
we shared no end of good times.















22.
 
on end





a.
 
continuing without stopping for a specified period of time




•
 
sometimes they'll be gone for days on end.










b.
 
in an upright position




•
 
he brushed his hair, leaving a tuft standing on end.















23.
 
put an end to






cause someone or something to stop existing




•
 
injury put an end to his career.















24.
 
a —— to end all ——s








‹informal›

 used to emphasize how impressive or successful something is of its kind




•
 
it was a party to end all parties.















25.
 
without end






without a limit or boundary




•
 
a war without end.





















– origin

 Old English 
ende

 (noun), 
endian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
einde

 (noun), 
einden

 (verb) and German 
Ende

 (noun), 
enden

 (verb).






-end





I.
 
suffix




denoting a person or thing to be treated in a specified way




•
 
dividend




•
 
reverend.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-endus

 , gerundive ending.





end-all






noun

 — (
the end-all

 )


1.
 
the thing that is final or definitive.













endanger

 
/inˈdānjər enˈdānjər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (someone or something) at risk or in danger




•
 
he was driving in a manner likely to endanger life.



















endangered

 
/inˈdānjərd enˈdānjərd/






adjective




(of a species) seriously at risk of extinction.













endangered species






noun




a species of animal or plant that is seriously at risk of extinction




•
 
special collections of rare and endangered species from Crete.



















endangerment

 
/inˈdānjərmənt, enˈdānjərmənt/






noun




the action of putting someone or something at risk or in danger




•
 
prosecutors charged him with reckless endangerment of fellow passengers




•
 
child endangerment.



















end-around

 
/ˈendəˌround/





I.
 
noun






[Football]

 a play in which an end carries the ball around the opposing side of the line of scrimmage.








II.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 involving the transfer of a digit from one end of a register to the other.













endarterectomy

 
/ˌendärdəˈrektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of part of the inner lining of an artery, together with any obstructive deposits, most often carried out on the carotid artery or on vessels supplying the legs.













endarteritis

 
/ˌendärdəˈrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the inner lining of an artery.













en dash

 
/ˈen ˌdaSH/






noun




a short dash, the width of an en, used in punctuation.













endear

 
/inˈdir enˈdir/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to be loved or liked




•
 
Flora's spirit and character 
endeared

 her 
to

 everyone who met her.



















endearing

 
/inˈdiriNG enˈdiriNG/






adjective




inspiring love or affection




•
 
an endearing little grin.



















endearingly

 
/inˈdiriNGlē enˈdiriNGlē/






adverb




in a manner that inspires affection




•
 
he was admired by "his boys," as he endearingly called them.



















endearment

 
/inˈdirmənt enˈdirmənt/






noun



1.
 
a word or phrase expressing love or affection.




2.
 
love or affection




•
 
a term of endearment.



















endeavor

 
/ənˈdevər /

 


‹Brit.›

 endeavour





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try hard to do or achieve something




•
 
he is endeavoring to help the Third World.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an attempt to achieve a goal


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
an endeavor to reduce serious injury.










2.
 
earnest and industrious effort, especially when sustained over a period of time




•
 
enthusiasm is a vital ingredient in all human endeavor.










3.
 
an enterprise or undertaking




•
 
a political endeavor.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘exert oneself’): from the phrase 
put oneself in devoir

 ‘do one's utmost’ (see devoir
 ).






endemic

 
/enˈdemik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or condition) regularly found among particular people or in a certain area




•
 
areas where malaria is endemic




•
 
complacency is 
endemic in

 industry today.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting an area in which a particular disease is regularly found.




3.
 
(of a plant or animal) native or restricted to a certain country or area




•
 
a marsupial 
endemic to

 northeastern Australia.














II.
 
noun




an endemic plant or animal.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endemically

 
/enˈdemək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
endemicity

 
/ˌendəˈmisədē /






noun













3.
 
endemism

 
/ˈendəˌmizəm /






noun





endemic
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from French 
endémique

 or modern Latin 
endemicus

 , from Greek 
endēmios

 ‘native’ (based on 
dēmos

 ‘people’). / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
endemic

 , 
epidemic

 , and 
pandemic

 , see usage at epidemic
 .





Enderby Land

 
/ˈendərbē länd, länt/






a part of Antarctica that is claimed by Australia.










endergonic

 
/ˌendərˈɡänik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 (of a metabolic or chemical process) accompanied by or requiring the absorption of energy, the products being of greater free energy than the reactants.

The opposite of exergonic
 .











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + -ic
 .





Enders, John Franklin

 
/ˈendərz/






(1897–1985), US virologist. With 
Frederick C. Robbins

 (1916–2003) and 
Thomas H. Weller

 (1915–2008), he devised a method of growing viruses in tissue cultures, which led to the development of vaccines against mumps, polio, and measles. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1954), shared with Robbins and Weller.









endgame

 
/ˈen(d)ˌɡām /

 
end game






noun




the final stage of a game such as chess or bridge, when few pieces or cards remain




•
 
the knight was trapped in the endgame




•
 


‹figurative›

 the retaliatory endgame of nuclear warfare.



















endgate

 
/ˈen(d)ɡāt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for tailgate
 .













end grain






noun




the grain of wood seen when it is cut across the growth rings.













endian

 
/ˈendēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 denoting or relating to a system of ordering data in a computer's memory whereby the most significant (
big-endian

 ) or least significant (
little-endian

 ) byte is put first.











– origin

 1980s: a reference to Swift's 
Gulliver's Travels

 , in which the Lilliputians were divided into two camps, those who ate their eggs by opening the ‘big’ end and those who ate them by opening the ‘little’ end.





ending

 
/ˈendiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an end or final part of something, especially a period of time, an activity, or a book or movie




•
 
the ending of the Cold War.










2.
 
the furthest part or point of something




•
 
a nerve ending.










3.
 
the final part of a word, constituting a grammatical inflection or formative element.











– origin

 Old English 
endung

 ‘termination, completion’ (see end
 , -ing
 1
 ).






endive

 
/ˈenˌdīv ˈänˌdēv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible Mediterranean plant whose bitter leaves may be blanched and used in salads.

[
Cichorium endivia

 , family 
Compositae

 (including both curly-leaved and smooth-leaved varieties).]




2.
 
(also 
Belgian endive

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a young, typically blanched chicory plant, eaten as a cooked vegetable or in salads.











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting the sow thistle): via Old French from medieval Latin 
endivia

 , based on Greek 
entubon

 .





endless

 
/ˈen(d)ləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or seeming to have no end or limit




•
 
endless ocean wastes




•
 
the list is endless.










2.
 
countless; innumerable




•
 
we smoked endless cigarettes.










3.
 
(of a belt, chain, or tape) having the ends joined to form a loop allowing continuous action.








II.
 
derivatives





endlessness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
endelēas

 (see end
 , -less
 ).





endlessly

 
/ˈen(d)ləslē/






adverb




in a way that has or seems to have no end or limit




•
 
the original episodes were endlessly repeated




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an endlessly fascinating subject.



















endless screw






noun




the threaded cylinder in a worm gear.













end line






noun






[Football]

 the line that marks the back of the end zone.













endlong

 
/ˈendˌlôNG, -ˌläNG/






adverb






‹archaic›

 from end to end; lengthwise.













end man






noun



1.
 
a man at the end of a row, line, or series.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a man at the end of a line of performers in a minstrel show who engaged in comic repartee with the interlocutor.













endmost

 
/ˈen(d)mōst/






adjective




nearest to the end.













endnote

 
/ˈen(d)ˌnōt/






noun




a note printed at the end of a book or section of a book.














endo-





I.
 
combining form




internal; within




•
 
endoderm




•
 
endogenous.

















– origin

 from Greek 
endon

 ‘within.’





endocardial

 
/ˌendōˈkärdēəl/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 of or relating to the endocardium.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 situated inside the heart.













endocarditis

 
/ˌendōˌkärˈdīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the endocardium.








II.
 
derivatives





endocarditic

 
/-ˈditik /






adjective





















endocardium

 
/ˌendōˈkärdēəm/





I.
 
noun




the thin, smooth membrane that lines the inside of the chambers of the heart and forms the surface of the valves.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
kardia

 ‘heart.’





endocarp

 
/ˈendōkärp/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the innermost layer of the pericarp that surrounds a seed in a fruit. It may be membranous (as in apples) or woody (as in the stone of a peach or cherry).








II.
 
derivatives





endocarpic

 
/ˌendōˈkärpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + a shortened form of pericarp
 .






endocentric

 
/ˌendōˈsentrik/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting or being a construction in which the whole has the same syntactic function as the head, for example 
big black dogs

 .

Contrasted with exocentric
 .














endocrine

 
/ˈendəkrən/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 of, relating to, or denoting glands that secrete hormones or other products directly into the blood




•
 
the endocrine system.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
krinein

 ‘sift.’





endocrinology

 
/ˌendōkrəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of physiology and medicine concerned with endocrine glands and hormones.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endocrinological

 
/-ˌkrinəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
endocrinologist

 
/ˌendəkrəˈnäləjəst /






noun





















endocytosis

 
/ˌendōsīˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the taking in of matter by a living cell by invagination of its membrane to form a vacuole.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endocytose

 
/ˌendōsīˈtōs, -ˈtōz /






verb













2.
 
endocytotic

 
/-ˈtätik /






adjective






















endoderm

 
/ˈendəˌdərm /

 
entoderm





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Embryology]

 the innermost layer of cells or tissue of an embryo in early development, or the parts derived from this, which include the lining of the gut and associated structures.

Compare with ectoderm
 and mesoderm
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endodermal

 
/ˌendəˈdərməl, ˌendō- /






adjective













2.
 
endodermic

 
/ˌendəˈdərmik, ˌendō- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
derma

 ‘skin.’





endodermis

 
/ˌendōˈdərməs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an inner layer of cells in the cortex of a root and of some stems, surrounding a vascular bundle.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + modern Latin 
dermis

 ‘skin.’






endogamy

 
/enˈdäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anthropology]

 the custom of marrying only within the limits of a local community, clan, or tribe.

Compare with exogamy
 .




2.
 


[Anthropology]

 
[Biology]

 the fusion of reproductive cells from related individuals; inbreeding; self-pollination.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endogamic

 
/enˈdäɡəmē /






adjective













2.
 
endogamous

 
/enˈdäɡəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
gamos

 ‘marriage,’ on the pattern of 
polygamy

 .





endogenetic

 
/ˌendōjəˈnedik/






adjective




another term for endogenic
 .














endogenic

 
/ˌendōˈjenik/






adjective






[Geology]

 formed or occurring beneath the surface of the earth.

Often contrasted with exogenic
 .














endogenous

 
/enˈdäjənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an internal cause or origin




•
 
the expected rate of infection is endogenous to the system.







Often contrasted with exogenous
 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 growing or originating from within an organism




•
 
endogenous gene sequences.










3.
 


[chiefly Psychiatry]

 (of a disease or symptom) not attributable to any external or environmental factor




•
 
endogenous depression.










4.
 
confined within a group or society.








II.
 
derivatives





endogenously






adverb






















endoglossic

 
/ˌendōˈɡlôsik/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to an indigenous language that is used as the first or official language in a country or community.

Compare with exoglossic
 .











– origin

 1980s: from endo-
 , Greek 
glōssa

 ‘language, tongue,’ and -ic
 .





endolithic

 
/ˌendōˈliTHik/






adjective






[Biology]

 living in or penetrating into stone




•
 
endolithic algae.



















endolymph

 
/ˈendəˌlimf/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the fluid in the membranous labyrinth of the ear.













endometriosis

 
/ˌendōˌmētrēˈōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition resulting from the appearance of endometrial tissue outside the uterus and causing pelvic pain.













endometritis

 
/ˌendōməˈtrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the endometrium.













endometrium

 
/ˌendōˈmētrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the mucous membrane lining the uterus, which thickens during the menstrual cycle in preparation for possible implantation of an embryo.








II.
 
derivatives





endometrial

 
/-trēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
mētra

 ‘womb.’






endomorph

 
/ˈendəˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 a person with a soft round body build and a high proportion of fat tissue.

Compare with ectomorph
 and mesomorph
 .




2.
 


[Mineralogy]

 a mineral or crystal enclosed within another.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endomorphic

 
/ˌendəˈmôrfik /






adjective













2.
 
endomorphy

 
/-ˌmôrfē /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: 
endo-

 from 
endodermal

 (being the layer of the embryo giving rise to the physical characteristics that predominate) + -morph
 .





endonuclease

 
/ˌendōˈn(y)o͞oklēˌās, -ˌāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that cleaves a polynucleotide chain by separating nucleotides other than the two end ones.














endoparasite

 
/ˌendōˈperəsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a parasite, such as a tapeworm, that lives inside its host.

Compare with ectoparasite
 .








II.
 
derivatives





endoparasitic

 
/-ˌparəˈsitik /






adjective






















endopeptidase

 
/ˌendōˈpeptədās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that breaks peptide bonds other than terminal ones in a peptide chain.














endophora

 
/enˈdäfərə/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the set of relationships among words having the same reference within a text, contributing to textual cohesion; anaphora and cataphora.

Compare with exophora
 .








II.
 
derivatives





endophoric

 
/ˌendəˈfôrik, -fär- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 20th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within,’ on the pattern of 
anaphora

 .





endophyte

 
/ˈendəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant, especially a fungus, that lives inside another plant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endophytic

 
/ˌendəˈfitik /






adjective













2.
 
endophytically

 
/ˌendəˈfitik(ə)lē /






adverb






















endoplasm

 
/ˈendōˌplazəm/






noun






[Biology]

 
‹dated›

 the more fluid, granular inner layer of the cytoplasm in amoeboid cells.

Compare with ectoplasm
 (
sense

 1).














endoplasmic reticulum

 
/ˌendōˌplazmik rəˈtikyələm/






noun






[Biology]

 a network of membranous tubules within the cytoplasm of a eukaryotic cell, continuous with the nuclear membrane. It usually has ribosomes attached and is involved in protein and lipid synthesis.














endopodite

 
/enˈdäpəˌdīt /

 
endopod





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the inner branch of the biramous limb or appendage of a crustacean.

Compare with exopodite
 , protopodite
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + -ite
 1
 .





end organ






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a specialized, encapsulated ending of a peripheral sensory nerve, which acts as a receptor for a stimulus.




2.
 
another term for target organ
 .













endorphin

 
/ˌenˈdôrfēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of hormones secreted within the brain and nervous system and having a number of physiological functions. They are peptides that activate the body's opiate receptors, causing an analgesic effect.











– origin

 1970s: blend of endogenous
 and morphine
 .





endorse

 
/inˈdôrs enˈdôrs /

 


‹dated›

 indorse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
declare one's public approval or support of




•
 
the report was endorsed by the college.










2.
 
recommend (a product) in an advertisement.




3.
 
sign (a check or bill of exchange) on the back to make it payable to someone other than the stated payee or to accept responsibility for paying it.




4.
 
(usu. 
be endorsed on

 )
 — write (a comment) on the front or back of a document.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endorsable






adjective













2.
 
endorser

 
/inˈdôrsər enˈdôrsər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘write on the back of’; formerly also as 
indorse

 ): from medieval Latin 
indorsare

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘in, on’ + 
dorsum

 ‘back.’





endorsee

 
/ˌendôrˈsē/






noun




a person to whom a check or bill of exchange is made payable instead of the stated payee.













endorsement

 
/inˈdôrsmənt enˈdôrsmənt /

 


‹dated›

 indorsement






noun



1.
 
an act of giving one's public approval or support to someone or something.




2.
 
a clause in an insurance policy detailing an exemption from or change in coverage.




3.
 
the action of endorsing a check or bill of exchange.













endoscope

 
/ˈendəˌskōp/






noun






[Medicine]

 an instrument that can be introduced into the body to give a view of its internal parts.













endoscopy

 
/enˈdäskəpē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a procedure in which an instrument is introduced into the body to give a view of its internal parts




•
 
an upper gastrointestinal endoscopy revealed gastritis




•
 
patients with alarm symptoms should undergo endoscopy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endoscopic

 
/ˌendəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
endoscopically

 
/ˌendəˈskäpəklē /






adverb













3.
 
endoscopist

 
/enˈdäskəpəst /






noun






















endoskeleton

 
/ˌendōˈskelətn/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an internal skeleton, such as the bony or cartilaginous skeleton of vertebrates.

Compare with exoskeleton
 .








II.
 
derivatives





endoskeletal

 
/-ˈskelitl /






adjective





















endosperm

 
/ˈendəˌspərm/






noun






[Botany]

 the part of a seed that acts as a food store for the developing plant embryo, usually containing starch with protein and other nutrients.













endospore

 
/ˈendəˌspôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a resistant asexual spore that develops inside some bacteria cells.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the inner layer of the membrane or wall of some spores and pollen grains.








II.
 
derivatives





endosporous

 
/enˈdäspərəs, ˌendəˈspôrəs /






adjective





















endosymbiosis

 
/ˌendōˌsimbēˈōsis, -ˌsimbī-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 symbiosis in which one of the symbiotic organisms lives inside the other.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
endosymbiont

 
/-ˈsimbēˌänt, -ˈsimbī- /






noun













2.
 
endosymbiotic

 
/-ˈätik /






adjective






















endothelium

 
/ˌendəˈTHēlēəm/





I.
 
noun




the tissue that forms a single layer of cells lining various organs and cavities of the body, especially the blood vessels, heart, and lymphatic vessels. It is formed from the embryonic mesoderm.

Compare with epithelium
 .








II.
 
derivatives





endothelial

 
/-lēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from endo-
 ‘within’ + Greek 
thēlē

 ‘nipple.’





endotherm

 
/ˈendəˌTHərm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal that is dependent on or capable of the internal generation of heat; a warm-blooded animal.








II.
 
derivatives





endothermy






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from endo-
 ‘within,’ on the pattern of 
homoiotherm

 .





endothermic

 
/ˌendōˈTHərmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(also 
endothermal

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 (of a reaction or process) accompanied by or requiring the absorption of heat.

The opposite of exothermic
 .




2.
 
(of a compound) requiring a net input of heat for its formation from its constituent elements.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) dependent on or capable of the internal generation of heat.








II.
 
derivatives





endothermically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb






















endotoxin

 
/ˈendəˌtäksən/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 a toxin that is present inside a bacterial cell and is released when the cell disintegrates. It is sometimes responsible for the characteristic symptoms of a disease, e.g., in botulism.

Compare with exotoxin
 .








II.
 
derivatives





endotoxic

 
/ˌendōˈtäksik /






adjective





















endotracheal

 
/ˌendōˈtrākēəl/





I.
 
adjective




situated or occurring within or performed by way of the trachea




•
 
endotracheal tube.














II.
 
derivatives





endotracheally






adverb





















endow

 
/inˈdou enˈdou/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or bequeath an income or property to (a person or institution)




•
 
he 
endowed

 the church 
with

 lands.










2.
 
establish (a college post, annual prize, or project) by donating the funds needed to maintain it.




3.
 
(usu. 
be endowed with

 )
 — provide with a quality, ability, or asset




•
 
he was endowed with tremendous physical strength.














II.
 
derivatives





endower






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘provide a dower or dowry’; formerly also as 
indow

 ): from legal Anglo-Norman French 
endouer

 , from 
en-

 ‘in, toward’ + Old French 
douer

 ‘give as a gift’ (from Latin 
dotare

 : see dower
 ).





endowment

 
/inˈdoumənt enˈdoumənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of endowing something or someone




•
 
he tried to promote the endowment of a Chair of Psychiatry.










2.
 
an income or form of property given or bequeathed to someone.




3.
 
(usu. 
endowments

 )
 — a quality or ability possessed or inherited by someone.




4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a form of life insurance involving payment of a fixed sum to the insured person on a specified date, or to their estate should they die before this date




•
 
an endowment policy.



















endpaper

 
/ˈen(d)ˌpāpər /

 
end paper






noun




a blank or decorated leaf of paper at the beginning or end of a book, especially one fixed to the inside of the cover.













end plate






noun



1.
 
a flattened piece at or forming the end of something such as a motor or generator.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 each of the discoid expansions of a motor nerve where its branches terminate on a muscle fiber.













endplay

 
/ˈen(d)plā /

 

‹Bridge›






I.
 
noun




a way of playing the last few tricks that forces an opponent to make a disadvantageous lead.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force (an opponent) to make an endplay.













endpoint

 
/ˈen(d)point /

 
end point






noun



1.
 
the final stage of a period or process.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the point in a titration at which a reaction is complete, often marked by a color change.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point or value that marks the end of a ray or one of the ends of a line segment or interval.













end product

 
/ˈen(d) ˌprädəkt/






noun




that which is produced as the final result of an activity or process, especially the finished article in a manufacturing process.













end result

 
/ˈen(d) rəˌzəlt/






noun




the final result or outcome of an activity or process.













endrin

 
/ˈendrin/





I.
 
noun




a toxic insecticide that is a stereoisomer of dieldrin.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from endo-
 ‘within’ + a shortened form of dieldrin
 .





end run





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Football]

 an attempt by the ballcarrier to run around the end of the defensive line.




2.
 


[Football]

 
(N. Amer.)

 an evasive tactic or maneuver.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 evade; circumvent




•
 
an attempt to end-run regulations for fire protection.



















end-stage






adjective




denoting, relating to, or occurring in the final phase of a terminal illness




•
 
he was suffering end-stage kidney failure




•
 
patients with end-stage lung disease.



















end-stopped

 
/ˈendstäpt/






adjective




(of verse) having a pause at the end of each line.













end times






plural noun






(chiefly US)

 (in some religious beliefs) the period leading up to Judgment Day




•
 
people in every age have wondered if the end times were going to occur during their lifetimes.




















endue

 
/inˈd(y)o͞o enˈd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 endow or provide with a quality or ability




•
 
our sight would be endued with a far greater sharpness.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘induct into an ecclesiastical living’): from Old French 
enduire

 , partly from Latin 
inducere

 ‘lead in’ (see induce
 ), reinforced by the sense of Latin 
induere

 ‘put on clothes.’





endurable

 
/ˌinˈd(y)o͝orəb(ə)l ˌenˈd(y)o͝orəb(ə)l/






adjective




able to be endured; bearable




•
 
my journey was long but endurable.




















endurance

 
/inˈd(y)o͝orəns enˈd(y)o͝orəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or power of enduring an unpleasant or difficult process or situation without giving way




•
 
she was close to the limit of her endurance.










2.
 
the capacity of something to last or to withstand wear and tear.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘continued existence, ability to last’; formerly also as 
indurance

 ): from Old French, from 
endurer

 ‘make hard’ (see endure
 ).






endure

 
/inˈd(y)o͝or enˈd(y)o͝or/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer (something painful or difficult) patiently




•
 
it seemed impossible that anyone could endure such pain.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain in existence; last




•
 
these cities have endured through time.














II.
 
derivatives





endurer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
endurer

 , from Latin 
indurare

 ‘harden,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
durus

 ‘hard.’





enduring

 
/inˈd(y)o͝oriNG enˈd(y)o͝oriNG/





I.
 
adjective




continuing or long-lasting




•
 
he formed a number of enduring relationships with women




•
 
an enduring problem.














II.
 
derivatives





enduringly

 
/inˈd(y)o͝oriNGlē enˈd(y)o͝oriNGlē /






adverb





















enduro

 
/inˈd(y)o͝orō enˈd(y)o͝orō/





I.
 
noun




a long-distance race, especially for motor vehicles, motorcycles, or bicycles, typically over rough terrain, designed to test endurance.











– origin

 1950s: from endurance
 + the informal suffix -o
 .





end use






noun




the application or function for which something is designed or for which it is ultimately used.













end user

 
/ˈend ˌyo͞ozər ˈen(d)ˌyo͞ozər/






noun




the person who actually uses a particular product.













endways

 
/ˈen(d)ˌwāz /

 
endwise






adverb



1.
 
with its end facing upward, forward, or toward the viewer




•
 
a little town looking endways on to the river.










2.
 
in a row with the end of one object touching that of another




•
 
strips of rubber cemented endways.



















Endymion

 
/enˈdimēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a remarkably beautiful young man, loved by the Moon (Selene). According to one story, he was put in an eternal sleep by Zeus for having fallen in love with Hera, and was then visited every night by Selene.









end zone

 
/end zōn/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 the rectangular area at each end of the field into which the ball must be carried or passed and caught to score a touchdown.




2.
 


[Hockey]

 the area at either end of the rink, extending from the blue line to the boards behind the goal.













ENE






abbreviation




east-northeast.














-ene





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting an inhabitant




•
 
Nazarene.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 forming names of unsaturated hydrocarbons containing a double bond




•
 
benzene




•
 
ethylene.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-ēnos

 .





en échelon

 
/än ˈeSHəˌlän/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[chiefly Geology]

 in approximately parallel formation at an oblique angle to a particular direction.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘in rung formation.’






enema

 
/ˈenəmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a procedure in which liquid or gas is injected into the rectum, typically to expel its contents, but also to introduce drugs or permit X-ray imaging.




2.
 
a quantity of fluid or a syringe used in an enema.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek, from 
enienai

 ‘send or put in,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
hienai

 ‘send.’






enemy

 
/ˈenəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is actively opposed or hostile to someone or something.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the enemy

 )
 — a hostile nation or its armed forces or citizens, especially in time of war




•
 
the enemy shot down four helicopters




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
enemy aircraft.










3.
 
a thing that harms or weakens something else




•
 
routine is the enemy of art.














II.
 
phrases





be one's own worst enemy






act in a way contrary to one's own interests.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enemi

 , from Latin 
inimicus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
amicus

 ‘friend.’





energetic

 
/ˌenərˈjedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or involving great activity or vitality




•
 
energetic exercise.










2.
 


[Physics]

 characterized by a high level of energy (in the technical sense)




•
 
energetic X-rays.










3.
 
of or relating to energy (in the technical sense).











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘powerfully effective’): from Greek 
energētikos

 , from 
energein

 ‘operate, work in or upon’ (based on 
ergon

 ‘work’).





energetically

 
/ˌenərˈjedəklē/






adverb




in a manner showing or involving great activity or vitality




•
 
the girls dance energetically while the boys line the walls




•
 
he energetically pursued his business activities.



















energetics

 
/ˌenərˈjediks/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the properties of something in terms of energy.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the branch of science dealing with the properties of energy and the way in which it is redistributed in physical, chemical, or biological processes.








II.
 
derivatives





energeticist

 
/-ˈjetisist /






noun





















energize

 
/ˈenərˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give vitality and enthusiasm to




•
 
people were energized by his ideas.










2.
 
supply energy, typically kinetic or electrical energy, to (something).








II.
 
derivatives





energizer






noun





















EnerGuide

 
/ˈenərˌɡīd /

 
Energuide






noun

 — ( in Canada)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 (in Canada) a system for measuring and rating the energy efficiency of houses or products, especially vehicles and household appliances




•
 
EnerGuide is likely to yield very substantial real resource savings




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the whole house has an EnerGuide rating of 84.



















energumen

 
/ˌenərˈɡyo͞omən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person believed to be possessed by the devil or a spirit.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (also denoting an enthusiast or fanatic): via late Latin from Greek 
energoumenos

 , passive participle of 
energein

 ‘work in or upon.’





energy

 
/ˈenərjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the strength and vitality required for sustained physical or mental activity




•
 
changes in the levels of vitamins can affect energy and well-being.










2.
 
(
energies

 )
 — a person's physical and mental powers, typically as applied to a particular task or activity.




3.
 
power derived from the utilization of physical or chemical resources, especially to provide light and heat or to work machines.




4.
 


[Physics]

 the property of matter and radiation that is manifest as a capacity to perform work (such as causing motion or the interaction of molecules)




•
 
a collision in which no energy is transferred.










5.
 
a degree or level of energy possessed by something or required by a process.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting force or vigor of expression): from French 
énergie

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
energeia

 , from 
en-

 ‘in, within’ + 
ergon

 ‘work.’





energy audit






noun




an assessment of the energy needs and efficiency of a building or buildings.













energy drink

 
/ˈenərji driNGk/






noun




any of various types of beverage that are considered a source of energy, especially a soft drink containing a high percentage of sugar and/or caffeine or other stimulant.













energy efficiency ratio

 
EER






noun




the ratio of a heating or cooling system's output, per hour, in British thermal units to the input in watts, used to measure the system's efficiency.













energy level






noun






[Physics]

 the fixed amount of energy that a system described by quantum mechanics, such as a molecule, atom, electron, or nucleus, can have.













energy-saving

 
/ˈenərjēˌsāviNG/






adjective




designed to make economical use of electricity, gas, or other forms of energy




•
 
an energy-saving lightbulb




•
 
local authorities are keen to promote a range of energy-saving initiatives.



















enervate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈenərˌvāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel drained of energy or vitality; weaken.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈenərvət /



1.
 


‹literary›

 lacking in energy or vitality




•
 
the enervate slightness of his frail form.














III.
 
derivatives





enervator

 
/-ˌvātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
enervat-

 ‘weakened (by extraction of the sinews),’ from the verb 
enervare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
nervus

 ‘sinew.’





enervating

 
/ˈenərˌvādiNG/






adjective




causing one to feel drained of energy or vitality




•
 
the enervating humidity of the coast.



















enervation

 
/ˌenərˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun




a feeling of being drained of energy or vitality; fatigue




•
 
a sense of enervation.



















en face

 
/än ˈfäs/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




facing forward.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French.





en famille

 
/ˌän fäˈmē/





I.
 
adverb




with one's family




•
 
when they went out en famille, Steven always drove.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘in family.’





enfant terrible

 
/ˌänfän teˈrēbl(ə)/





I.
 
noun




a person whose unconventional or controversial behavior or ideas shock, embarrass, or annoy others.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘terrible child.’





enfeeble

 
/inˈfēb(ə)l enˈfēb(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make weak or feeble


(as 
adj.

 
enfeebled

 )


•
 
trade unions are in an enfeebled state.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enfeeblement

 
/inˈfēbəlmənt enˈfēbəlmənt /






noun













2.
 
enfeebler

 
/-ˈfēblər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enfeblir

 , from 
en-

 (expressing a change of state) + 
feble

 ‘feeble.’





enfeoff

 
/inˈfēf enˈfēf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 (under the feudal system) give (someone) freehold property or land in exchange for their pledged service.




2.
 


‹historical›

 give (property or land) in exchange for pledged service




•
 
the lands were enfeoffed to the baron.














II.
 
derivatives





enfeoffment

 
/inˈfēfmənt enˈfēfmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
enfeoffer

 , from Old French 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
fief

 ‘fief.’ Compare with feoffment
 .





enfetter

 
/inˈfedər enˈfedər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 restrain (someone) with shackles.













enfevered

 
/enˈfēvərd/






adjective






‹literary›

 having or showing the signs of fever.













enfilade

 
/ˈenfəläd ˈenfəˌlād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a volley of gunfire directed along a line from end to end.




2.
 
a suite of rooms with doorways in line with each other.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct a volley of gunfire along the length of (a target).











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting the position of a military post commanding the length of a line): from French, from 
enfiler

 ‘thread on a string, pierce from end to end,’ from 
en-

 ‘in, on’ + 
fil

 ‘thread.’





enflesh

 
/enˈfleSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 give bodily form to; make real or concrete.








II.
 
derivatives





enfleshment






noun





















enfleurage

 
/ˌäNfləˈräZH/





I.
 
noun




the extraction of essential oils and perfumes from flowers using odorless animal or vegetable fats.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
enfleurer

 ‘saturate with the perfume from flowers.’





enflurane

 
/enˈflo͝oˌrān/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a volatile organic liquid used as a general anesthetic.

[A halogenated ether; chem. formula: CHF2
 OCF2
 CHFCl.]











– origin

 1970s: from 
en-

 (of unknown origin) + fluoro-
 + -ane
 2
 .






enfold

 
/inˈfōld enˈfōld /

 


‹dated›

 infold





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround; envelop




•
 
he shut off the engine and silence enfolded them.










2.
 
hold or clasp (someone) lovingly in one's arms.




3.
 
fold or shape into folds.








II.
 
derivatives





enfoldment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘involve, entail, imply’; formerly also as 
infold

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘within’ + fold
 1
 .






enforce

 
/inˈfôrs enˈfôrs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compel observance of or compliance with (a law, rule, or obligation).




2.
 
cause (something) to happen by necessity or force




•
 
there is no outside agency to enforce cooperation between the players.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘strive’ and ‘impel by force’; formerly also as 
inforce

 ): from Old French 
enforcir

 , 
enforcier

 , based on Latin 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





enforceable

 
/inˈfôrsəb(ə)l enˈfôrsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a law, rule, or obligation) able to be imposed so that it must be complied with




•
 
a binding and enforceable contract




•
 
there was no legally enforceable right of residency.














II.
 
derivatives





enforceability

 
/inˌfôrsəˈbilədē, enˌfôrsəˈbilədē /






noun





















enforced

 
/inˈfôrst enˈfôrst/





I.
 
adjective




caused by necessity or force; compulsory




•
 
a period of enforced idleness.














II.
 
derivatives





enforcedly

 
/-sidlē /






adverb





















enforcement

 
/ənˈfôrsmənt/






noun




the act of compelling observance of or compliance with a law, rule, or obligation




•
 
the strict enforcement of environmental regulations.



















enforcer

 
/inˈfôrsər enˈfôrsər/






noun



1.
 
a person or group that compels observance of or compliance with a law, rule, or obligation




•
 
the city police's role as enforcers of traffic rules will increase




•
 [with 
modifier

 ]
 
we will encourage law enforcers to take strict measures against those involved in corruption.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who imposes their will by violence and intimidation




•
 
gangland enforcers linked to a drugs gang.










3.
 


[Sports]

 
‹informal›

 a strong, aggressive, or intimidating player whose role is to protect teammates or dominate an area of the field of play




•
 
a surprising twist in career for the burly defensive enforcer.



















enfranchise

 
/inˈfranˌCHīz enˈfranˌCHīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give the right to vote to




•
 
a proposal that foreigners should be enfranchised for local elections.










2.
 


‹historical›

 free (a slave).











– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
infranchise

 ): from Old French 
enfranchiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
enfranchir

 , from 
en-

 (expressing a change of state) + 
franc

 , 
franche

 ‘free.’





enfranchisement

 
/inˈfranˌCHīzmənt enˈfranˌCHīzmənt/






noun



1.
 
the giving of a right or privilege, especially the right to vote




•
 
the World War hastened the enfranchisement of women.










2.
 


‹historical›

 liberation from imprisonment or slavery.




3.
 


[Law]

 
‹Brit.›

 the action of making land freehold




•
 
legal costs attributable to the enfranchisement of leasehold properties.



















ENG






abbreviation




electronic news gathering.













eng.






abbreviation



1.
 
engine.




2.
 
engineer.




3.
 
engineering.




4.
 
engraved.




5.
 
engraver.




6.
 
engraving.














engage

 
/inˈɡāj enˈɡāj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — occupy, attract, or involve (someone's interest or attention)




•
 
he plowed on, trying to outline his plans and engage Sutton's attention.










2.
 
(
engage someone in

 )
 — cause someone to become involved in (a conversation or discussion).




3.
 
arrange to employ or hire (someone)




•
 
he was engaged as a trainee copywriter.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — pledge or enter into a contract to do something




•
 
he engaged to pay them $10,000 against a bond.










5.
 


‹dated›

 reserve (accommodations, a place, etc.) in advance




•
 
he had engaged a small sailboat.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
engage in

 )
 — participate or become involved in




•
 
organizations engage in a variety of activities




•
 (
be engaged in

 )
 
some are actively engaged in crime.










7.
 
(
engage with

 )
 — establish a meaningful contact or connection with




•
 
the teams needed to engage with local communities.










8.
 
(with reference to a part of a machine or engine) move into position so as to come into operation


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the clutch will not engage




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he engaged the gears and pulled out into the road.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of fencers or swordsmen) bring (weapons) together preparatory to fighting.




10.
 
enter into conflict or combat with (an enemy).











– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
ingage

 ): from French 
engager

 , ultimately from the base of gage
 1
 . The word originally meant ‘to pawn or pledge something,’ later ‘pledge oneself (to do something),’ hence ‘enter into a contract’ (mid 16th cent.), ‘involve oneself in an activity,’ ‘enter into combat’ (mid 17th cent.), giving rise to the notion ‘involve someone or something else.’





engagé

 
/ˌäNGɡäˈZHā/





I.
 
adjective




(of a writer, artist, or their works) morally committed to a particular aim or cause.











– origin

 French, past participle of 
engager

 (see engage
 ).





engaged

 
/inˈɡājd enˈɡājd/






adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — busy; occupied




•
 
I told him I was otherwise engaged.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a telephone line) unavailable because already in use.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a lavatory) already in use.




4.
 
having formally agreed to marry.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 (of a column) attached to or partly let into a wall.













engagement

 
/inˈɡājmənt enˈɡājmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal agreement to get married.




2.
 
the duration of an agreement to get married




•
 
a good long engagement to give you time to be sure.










3.
 
an arrangement to do something or go somewhere at a fixed time




•
 
a dinner engagement.










4.
 
the action of engaging or being engaged




•
 
Britain's continued 
engagement in

 open trading




•
 
the engagement of the gears.










5.
 
a fight or battle between armed forces.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘a legal or moral obligation’): French, from 
engager

 ‘to pledge’ (see engage
 ).





engagement ring






noun




a ring traditionally given by a man to a woman when they agree to marry.













engaging

 
/inˈɡājiNG enˈɡājiNG/





I.
 
adjective




charming and attractive




•
 
Sophie had a sunny personality that was very engaging.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
engagingly

 
/inˈɡājiNGlē enˈɡājiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
engagingness






noun





















en garde

 
/än ˈɡärd, äN/





I.
 
exclamation






[Fencing]

 a direction to be ready to fence, taking the opening position for action.











– origin

 French 
en garde

 '(be) on guard.'.





Engelmann spruce

 
/ˈeNGɡəlmən ˌspro͞os /

 
Engelmann's spruce





I.
 
noun




a tall spruce found in the mountains of western North America and Mexico.

[
Picea engelmannii

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after George 
Engelmann

 (1809–84), American botanist.





Engels, Friedrich

 
/ˈeNGɡəlz/






(1820–95), German socialist and political philosopher. He collaborated with Karl Marx in the writing of the 
Communist Manifesto

 (1848) and translated and edited Marx's later work.









engender

 
/ənˈjendər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or give rise to (a feeling, situation, or condition)




•
 
the issue engendered continuing controversy.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a father) beget (offspring).











– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
ingender

 ): from Old French 
engendrer

 , from Latin 
ingenerare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
generare

 ‘beget’ (see generate
 ).






engine

 
/ˈenjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine with moving parts that converts power into motion.




2.
 
a thing that is the agent or instrument of a particular process




•
 
exports used to be the engine of growth.










3.
 
a railroad locomotive.




4.
 
short for fire engine
 .




5.
 


‹historical›

 a mechanical device or instrument, especially one used in warfare




•
 
a siege engine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
engined






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a twin-engined helicopter



















2.
 
engineless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
ingine

 ): from Old French 
engin

 , from Latin 
ingenium

 ‘talent, device,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
gignere

 ‘beget’; compare with ingenious
 . The original sense was ‘ingenuity, cunning’ (surviving in Scots as 
ingine

 ), hence ‘the product of ingenuity, a plot or snare,’ also ‘tool, weapon,’ later specifically denoting a large mechanical weapon; whence a machine (mid 17th cent.), used commonly later in combinations such as 
steam engine

 , 
internal combustion engine

 .





engine driver

 
/ˈenjən ˌdrīvər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a driver of a locomotive; an engineer.













engineer

 
/ˌenjəˈnir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who designs, builds, or maintains engines, machines, or public works.




2.
 
a person qualified in a branch of engineering, especially as a professional




•
 
an aeronautical engineer.










3.
 
the operator or supervisor of an engine, especially a railroad locomotive or the engine on an aircraft or ship.




4.
 
a skillful contriver or originator of something




•
 
the prime engineer of the approach.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
design and build (a machine or structure)




•
 
the men who engineered the tunnel.










2.
 
skillfully or artfully arrange for (an event or situation) to occur




•
 
she engineered another meeting with him.










3.
 
modify (an organism) by manipulating its genetic material


[as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 ] (
engineered

 )


•
 
genetically engineered plants.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a designer and constructor of fortifications and weapons; formerly also as 
ingineer

 ): in early use from Old French 
engigneor

 , from medieval Latin 
ingeniator

 , from 
ingeniare

 ‘contrive, devise,’ from Latin 
ingenium

 (see engine
 ); in later use from French 
ingénieur

 or Italian 
ingegnere

 , also based on Latin 
ingenium

 , with the ending influenced by -eer
 .





engineering

 
/ˌenjəˈniriNG/






noun



1.
 
the branch of science and technology concerned with the design, building, and use of engines, machines, and structures.




2.
 
the work done by, or the occupation of, an engineer.




3.
 
the action of working artfully to bring something about




•
 
if not for Keegan's shrewd engineering, the election would have been lost.



















engineering science

 
/ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG ˈsīəns /

 
engineering sciences






noun




the parts of science concerned with the physical and mathematical basis of engineering and machine technology.













engine room






noun




the room containing the engines, especially in a ship.













enginery

 
/ˈenjənrē/






noun






‹archaic›

 engines collectively; machinery.













engine turning





I.
 
noun




the decoration of metal or ceramic objects with regular engraved patterns using a lathe.








II.
 
derivatives





engine-turned






adjective





















engirdle

 
/inˈɡərdl enˈɡərdl /

 
engird






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 surround; encircle




•
 
railroads engirdled this tract of country.



















englacial

 
/enˈɡlāSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




situated, occurring, or formed inside a glacier.








II.
 
derivatives





englacially






adverb





















England

 
/ˈiNG(ɡ)lənd/





I.
 
a European country that forms the largest and most southern part of Great Britain and of the United Kingdom, surrounded on three sides by water (Irish Sea on west, English Channel on south, North Sea on east); pop. 51,446,000 (est. 2008); capital, London; language, English.





England was conquered by the Romans in the first century 
AD

 , when it was inhabited by Celtic peoples. It was a Roman province until the early 5th century. During the 3rd–7th centuries Germanic-speaking tribes, traditionally known as Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, established a number of independent kingdoms there. England emerged as a distinct political entity in the 9th century before being conquered by William, Duke of Normandy, in 1066.






English

 
/ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the West Germanic language of England, now widely used in many varieties throughout the world.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the English

 )
 — the people of England.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 spin given to a ball, especially in pool or billiards.

English is the principal language of Great Britain, the US, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and many other countries. There are some 400 million native speakers, and it is the medium of communication for many millions more; it is the most widely used second language in the world. It belongs to the West Germanic group of Indo-European languages though its vocabulary has been much influenced by Old Norse, Norman French, and Latin.








II.
 
adjective




relating to England, its people, or their language.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Englishman

 
/ˈiNGɡliSHmən /






noun













2.
 
Englishwoman

 
/ˈiNG(ɡ)liSHˌwo͝omən /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
Englisc

 (see Angle
 , -ish
 1
 ). The word originally denoted the early Germanic settlers of Britain (Angles, Saxons, and Jutes), or their language (now called Old English
 ).






English bond






noun






[Building]

 a bond used in brickwork consisting of alternate courses of stretchers and headers.













English breakfast

 
/ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH ˈbrekfəst /

 
full English breakfast






noun




a substantial breakfast including hot cooked food such as bacon and eggs.













English Canadian





I.
 
noun




a Canadian whose principal language is English.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to English-speaking Canadians.













English Channel






a sea channel that separates southern England from northern France. It is 22 miles (35 km) wide at its narrowest point. A railroad tunnel (the Channel Tunnel) underneath the channel opened in 1994.










English Civil War





I.
 
the war between Charles I and his Parliamentary opponents, 1642–49.





Civil war broke out after Charles refused to accede to a series of demands made by Parliament. The king's forces (the Royalists or Cavaliers) were decisively defeated by the Parliamentary forces (or Roundheads) at the Battle of Naseby (1645), and an attempt by Charles to regain power in alliance with the Scots was defeated in 1648. Charles himself was tried and executed by Parliament in 1649.





English horn






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an alto woodwind instrument of the oboe family, having a bulbous bell and sounding a fifth lower than the oboe.














English muffin






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a flat circular spongy bread roll made from yeast dough and eaten split, toasted, and buttered.













English mustard






noun




a kind of mustard made from mustard seeds milled to a powder, having a very hot taste and typically bright yellow in color.













Englishness

 
/ˈiNG(ɡ)liSHnəs/






noun




the quality of being English or of having characteristics regarded as typically English




•
 
a deep vein of Englishness runs through his work




•
 
he combined cultural Englishness with political cosmopolitanism.




















English Pale

 
the Pale





I.
 
that part of Ireland over which England exercised jurisdiction before the whole country was conquered. Centered in Dublin, it varied in extent at different times from the reign of Henry II until the full conquest under Elizabeth I.







– origin

 
Pale

 from pale
 2
 .






English setter






noun




a setter of a breed of dog with a long white or partly white coat.













English sonnet






noun




another term for Elizabethan sonnet
 .














English sparrow






noun




another term for house sparrow
 .













englobe

 
/enˈɡlōb/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 enclose in or shape into a globe.













engorge

 
/inˈɡôrj enˈɡôrj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to swell with blood, water, or another fluid




•
 
the river was engorged by a day-long deluge.










2.
 
(
engorge oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 eat to excess.








II.
 
derivatives





engorgement

 
/inˈɡôrjmənt enˈɡôrjmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘gorge; eat or fill to excess’): from Old French 
engorgier

 ‘feed to excess,’ from 
en-

 ‘into’ + 
gorge

 ‘throat.’





engr.






abbreviation



1.
 
engineer.




2.
 
engraved.




3.
 
engraver.




4.
 
engraving.













engraft

 
/inˈɡraft enˈɡraft /

 
ingraft





I.
 
verb




another term for graft
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





engraftment






noun






















engrailed

 
/inˈɡrāld enˈɡrāld/






adjective






[chiefly Heraldry]

 having semicircular indentations along the edge.

Compare with invected
 .













engram

 
/ˈenɡram/





I.
 
noun




a hypothetical permanent change in the brain accounting for the existence of memory; a memory trace.








II.
 
derivatives





engrammatic

 
/ˌenɡrəˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
gramma

 ‘letter of the alphabet.’





engrave

 
/inˈɡrāv enˈɡrāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be engraved

 )


1.
 
cut or carve (a text or design) on the surface of a hard object




•
 
my name was engraved on the ring.










2.
 
cut or carve a text or design on (such an object).




3.
 
cut (a design) as lines on a metal plate for printing.




4.
 
(
be engraved on

 or 
in

 )
 — be permanently fixed in (one's memory or mind)




•
 
the image would be forever engraved in his memory.














II.
 
phrases





be engraved in stone






see stone
 .












III.
 
derivatives





engraver

 
/inˈɡrāvər enˈɡrāvər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (formerly also as 
ingrave

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘in, on’ + grave
 3
 , influenced by obsolete French 
engraver

 .





engraving

 
/inˈɡrāviNG enˈɡrāviNG/






noun



1.
 
a print made from an engraved plate, block, or other surface.




2.
 
the process or art of cutting or carving a design on a hard surface, especially so as to make a print.













engross

 
/inˈɡrōs enˈɡrōs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
absorb all the attention or interest of




•
 
the notes totally engrossed him.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 gain or keep exclusive possession of (something)




•
 
the country had made the best of its position to engross trade.







[from Old French 
en gros

 , from medieval Latin 
in grosso

 ‘wholesale.’]




3.
 


[Law]

 produce (a legal document) in its final or definitive form.








II.
 
derivatives





engrossment

 
/inˈɡrōsmənt enˈɡrōsmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
ingross

 ): based on en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘in’ + late Latin 
grossus

 ‘large.’





engrossed

 
/inˈɡrōst enˈɡrōst/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having all one's attention or interest absorbed by someone or something




•
 
they seemed to be 
engrossed in

 conversation.



















engrossing

 
/inˈɡrōsiNG enˈɡrōsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




absorbing all one's attention or interest




•
 
the most engrossing parts of the book.














II.
 
derivatives





engrossingly






adverb






















engulf

 
/inˈɡəlf enˈɡəlf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a natural force) sweep over (something) so as to surround or cover it completely




•
 
the cafe was 
engulfed in

 flames




•
 


‹figurative›

 Europe might be engulfed by war.










2.
 
eat or swallow (something) whole.








II.
 
derivatives





engulfment






noun





















enhance

 
/inˈhans enˈhans/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intensify, increase, or further improve the quality, value, or extent of




•
 
his refusal does nothing to enhance his reputation




•
 
computer techniques that enhance images.














II.
 
derivatives





enhancer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
inhance

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
enhauncer

 , based on Latin 
in-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
altus

 ‘high.’ The word originally meant ‘elevate’ (literally and figuratively), later ‘exaggerate, make appear greater,’ also ‘raise the value or price of something’ Current senses date from the early 16th cent.





enhancement

 
/enˈhansmənt/






noun




an increase or improvement in quality, value, or extent




•
 
these enhancements will improve the customer experience




•
 
the enhancement of civic amenities.



















enharmonic

 
/ˌenhärˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 of or relating to notes that are the same in pitch (in modern tuning) though bearing different names (e.g., F sharp and G flat or B and C flat).




2.
 


[Music]

 of or having intervals smaller than a semitone (e.g., between notes such as F sharp and G flat, in systems of tuning that distinguish them).








II.
 
derivatives





enharmonically






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (designating ancient Greek music based on a tetrachord divided into two quartertones and a major third): via late Latin from Greek 
enarmonikos

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
harmonia

 ‘harmony.’





Enid

 
/ˈēnid/






a city in north central Oklahoma; pop. 47,396 (est. 2008).










enigma

 
/iˈniɡmə/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that is mysterious, puzzling, or difficult to understand.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ainigma

 , from 
ainissesthai

 ‘speak allusively,’ from 
ainos

 ‘fable.’





enigmatic

 
/ˌenəɡˈmadik /

 
enigmatical





I.
 
adjective




difficult to interpret or understand; mysterious




•
 
he took the money with an enigmatic smile.














II.
 
derivatives





enigmatically

 
/ˌeniɡˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
énigmatique

 or late Latin 
aenigmaticus

 , based on Greek 
ainigma

 ‘riddle’ (see enigma
 ).





enisle

 
/enˈīl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 isolate on or as if on an island




•
 
in the sea of life enisled, we mortal millions live alone.



















Eniwetok

 
/ˌenəˈwēˌtäk, əˈnēwi- /

 
Enewetak






an uninhabited island in the North Pacific Ocean, one of the Marshall Islands. After its population was evacuated, it was used by the US as a testing ground for atom bombs 1948–54.









enjambed

 
/enˈjamd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a line, couplet, or stanza of verse) ending partway through a sentence or clause that continues in the next.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
enjamber

 ‘stride over’ + -ed
 2
 .





enjambment

 
/inˈjambmənt enˈjam(b)mənt /

 
enjambement





I.
 
noun




(in verse) the continuation of a sentence without a pause beyond the end of a line, couplet, or stanza.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
enjambement

 , from 
enjamber

 ‘stride over, go beyond,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
jambe

 ‘leg.’





enjoin

 
/inˈjoin enˈjoin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
instruct or urge (someone) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the code enjoined members to trade fairly.










2.
 
prescribe (an action or attitude) to be performed or adopted




•
 
the charitable deeds 
enjoined on

 him by religion.










3.
 
(
enjoin someone from

 )
 — 

[Law]

 prohibit someone from performing (a particular action) by issuing an injunction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enjoiner






noun













2.
 
enjoinment

 
/inˈjoinmənt enˈjoinmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
injoin

 ): from Old French 
enjoindre

 , from Latin 
injungere

 ‘join, attach, impose,’ from 
in-

 ‘in, toward’ + 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





enjoinder

 
/enˈjoindər/






noun






[Law]

 a prohibition ordered by an injunction.













enjoy

 
/inˈjoi enˈjoi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take delight or pleasure in (an activity or occasion)




•
 
Joe enjoys reading Icelandic family sagas.










2.
 
(
enjoy oneself

 )
 — have a pleasant time




•
 
I could never enjoy myself, knowing you were in your room alone.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to urge someone to take pleasure in what is being offered or is about to happen




•
 
Bake until the filling starts to bubble and the crust turns golden brown. Enjoy!










4.
 
possess and benefit from




•
 
the security forces enjoy legal immunity from prosecution.














II.
 
derivatives





enjoyer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
enjoier

 ‘give joy to’ or 
enjoïr

 ‘enjoy,’ both based on Latin 
gaudere

 ‘rejoice.’





enjoyable

 
/inˈjoiəb(ə)l enˈjoiəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an activity or occasion) giving delight or pleasure




•
 
the decision is aimed at making shopping more enjoyable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enjoyability

 
/enˌjoi-əˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
enjoyableness






noun













3.
 
enjoyably

 
/inˈjoiəblē enˈjoiəblē /






adverb





















enjoyment

 
/inˈjoimənt enˈjoimənt/






noun



1.
 
the state or process of taking pleasure in something




•
 
the enjoyment of a good wine.










2.
 
a thing that gives pleasure




•
 
one of his particular enjoyments was campfire singing.










3.
 
the action of possessing and benefiting from something.













enkephalin

 
/enˈkefələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 either of two compounds that occur naturally in the brain. They are peptides related to the endorphins, with similar physiological effects.











– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
enkephalos

 ‘brain’ (from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head’) + -in
 1
 .





enkindle

 
/inˈkindl enˈkindl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 set on fire.




2.
 


‹literary›

 arouse or inspire (an emotion)




•
 
fresh remembrance of vexation must still enkindle rage.



















enl.






abbreviation



1.
 
enlarge.




2.
 
enlarged.




3.
 
enlisted.













enlace

 
/inˈlās enˈlās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 entwine or entangle




•
 
a web of green enlaced the thorn trees.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enlacier

 , based on Latin 
laqueus

 ‘noose.’





enlarge

 
/inˈlärj enˈlärj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become bigger or more extensive


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
recently my son enlarged our garden pond




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
lymph nodes enlarge and become hard




•
 (as 
adj.

 
enlarged

 )
 
an enlarged spleen.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — develop a bigger print of (a photograph).








II.
 
phrasal verbs





enlarge on/upon






speak or write about (something) in greater detail




•
 
I would like to enlarge on this theme.





















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
inlarge

 ): from Old French 
enlarger

 , from 
en-

 (expressing a change of state) + 
large

 ‘large.’





enlargement

 
/inˈlärjmənt enˈlärjmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or state of enlarging or being enlarged.




2.
 
a photograph that is larger than the negative from which it is produced or than a print that has already been made from it.













enlarger

 
/inˈlärjər enˈlärjər/






noun






[Photography]

 an apparatus for enlarging or reducing negatives or positives.













enlighten

 
/inˈlītn enˈlītn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) greater knowledge and understanding about a subject or situation




•
 
Christopher had not enlightened Frances as to their relationship.










2.
 
give (someone) spiritual knowledge or insight.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 shed light on (an object).








II.
 
derivatives





enlightener






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make luminous’; formerly also as 
inlighten

 ): in early use from Old English 
inlīhtan

 ‘to shine’; later from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 (as an intensifier) + lighten
 2
 or the noun light
 1
 .





enlightened

 
/inˈlītnd enˈlītnd/






adjective



1.
 
having or showing a rational, modern, and well-informed outlook




•
 
the more enlightened employers offer better terms.










2.
 
spiritually aware.













enlightenment

 
/inˈlītnmənt enˈlītnmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of enlightening or the state of being enlightened




•
 
Robbie looked to me for enlightenment.










2.
 
the action or state of attaining or having attained spiritual knowledge or insight, in particular (in Buddhism) that awareness which frees a person from the cycle of rebirth.




3.
 
(
the Enlightenment

 )
 — a European intellectual movement of the late 17th and 18th centuries emphasizing reason and individualism rather than tradition. It was heavily influenced by 17th-century philosophers such as Descartes, Locke, and Newton, and its prominent exponents include Kant, Goethe, Voltaire, Rousseau, and Adam Smith.













enlist

 
/inˈlist enˈlist/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
enroll or be enrolled in the armed services


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he 
enlisted in

 the army




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
hundreds of thousands of recruits had been enlisted.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — engage (a person or their help or support)




•
 
the company enlisted the help of independent consultants.














II.
 
derivatives





enlister






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (formerly also as 
inlist

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘in, on’ + list
 1
 , perhaps suggested by Dutch 
inlijsten

 ‘put on a list.’





enlisted man

 
/inˈlistid enˈlistid man/






noun






(US)

 a member of the armed forces below the rank of NCO.













enlistment

 
/inˈlis(t)mənt enˈlis(t)mənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of enrolling or being enrolled in the armed services




•
 
the army relied on voluntary enlistment.










2.
 
the engagement of a person to provide help or support




•
 
his enlistment of young people in his campaign




•
 
the enlistment of students in the protests could lead to conflict.



















enliven

 
/inˈlīvən enˈlīvən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more entertaining, interesting, or appealing




•
 
the wartime routine was enlivened by a series of concerts.










2.
 
make (someone) more cheerful or animated




•
 
the visit had clearly enlivened my mother.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enlivener






noun













2.
 
enlivenment






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘restore to life, give life to’; formerly also as 
inliven

 ): from 16th-cent. 
enlive

 , 
inlive

 (in the same sense), from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 (as an intensifier) + life
 .





en masse

 
/än ˈmas/





I.
 
adverb




in a group; all together




•
 
the board of directors resigned en masse.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘in a mass.’





enmesh

 
/inˈmeSH enˈmeSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be enmeshed in

 )


1.
 
cause to become entangled in something




•
 
whales enmeshed in drift nets.










2.
 
involve (someone) in a difficult situation from which it is hard to escape




•
 
he is enmeshed in an adulterous affair.














II.
 
derivatives





enmeshment






noun





















enmity

 
/ˈenmədē/





I.
 
noun




the state or feeling of being actively opposed or hostile to someone or something




•
 
enmity between Protestants and Catholics




•
 
family feuds and enmities.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enemi(s)tie

 , based on Latin 
inimicus

 (see enemy
 ).





ennead

 
/ˈenēˌad/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a group or set of nine.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
enneas

 , 
ennead-

 , from 
ennea

 ‘nine.’





enneagram

 
/ˈenēəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a nine-sided figure used in a particular system of analysis to represent the spectrum of possible personality types.











– origin

 from Greek 
ennea

 ‘nine’ + -gram
 1
 .





Ennius, Quintus

 
/ˈenēəs/






(239–169 
BC

 ), Roman epic poet and playwright. He was largely responsible for the creation of a native Roman literature based on Greek models.









ennoble

 
/əˈnōbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) a noble rank or title.




2.
 
lend greater dignity or nobility of character to




•
 
the theater is a moral instrument to ennoble the mind.














II.
 
derivatives





ennoblement

 
/əˈnōb(ə)lmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (formerly also as 
innoble

 ): from French 
ennoblir

 , from 
en-

 (expressing a change of state) + 
noble

 ‘noble.’





ennui

 
/änˈwē/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of listlessness and dissatisfaction arising from a lack of occupation or excitement.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Latin 
mihi in odio est

 ‘it is hateful to me.’ Compare with annoy
 .





Enoch

 
/ˈēnək ˈēˌnäk/





I.
 
(in the Bible) the eldest son of Cain.




II.
 
the first city, built by Cain (Gen. 4:17).




III.
 
a Hebrew patriarch, father of Methuselah.









enoki

 
/əˈnōkē /

 
enoki mushroom





I.
 
noun




an edible Japanese mushroom, growing in clusters, with slender stems and small caps.











– origin

 1980s: from Japanese 
enoki-take

 , from 
enoki

 ‘nettle-tree’ + 
take

 ‘mushroom.’





enology

 
/ēˈnäləjē /

 
oenology





I.
 
noun




the study of wines.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enological

 
/ēnəˈläjik(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
enologist

 
/ēˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
oinos

 ‘wine’ + -logy
 .






enormity

 
/iˈnôrmədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the enormity of

 )
 — the great or extreme scale, seriousness, or extent of something perceived as bad or morally wrong




•
 
a thorough search disclosed the full enormity of the crime.










2.
 
(in neutral use) the large size or scale of something




•
 
I began to get a sense of the enormity of the task.










3.
 
a grave crime or sin




•
 
the enormities of the regime.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
enormitas

 , from 
enormis

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
norma

 ‘pattern, standard.’ The word originally meant ‘deviation from legal or moral rectitude’ and ‘transgression’ Current senses have been influenced by enormous
 . / 
usage:

 
Enormity

 traditionally means ‘the extreme scale or seriousness of something bad or morally wrong,’ as in they were struggling to deal with the enormity of the crime. Today, however, a more neutral sense as a synonym for 
hugeness

 or 
immensity

 , as in he soon discovered the enormity of the task, is common. Some people regard this use as wrong, arguing that 
enormity

 in its original sense meant ‘an extreme wickedness’ and should therefore continue to be used only of contexts in which a negative moral judgment is implied. Nevertheless, the sense of 'great size' is now broadly accepted in standard English, although it generally relates to something difficult, such as a task, challenge, or achievement.






enormous

 
/iˈnôrməs/





I.
 
adjective




very large in size, quantity, or extent




•
 
her enormous blue eyes




•
 
the possibilities are enormous.














II.
 
derivatives





enormousness

 
/iˈnôrməsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
enormis

 ‘unusual, huge’ (see enormity
 ) + -ous
 .





enormously

 
/əˈnôrməslē/






adverb




to a very great degree or extent; considerably




•
 
quality of life varies enormously from one place to another




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she has been enormously successful.



















enosis

 
/iˈnōsis, ēˈnō-, ˈenōsēs/





I.
 
noun




the political union of Cyprus and Greece, as an aim or ideal of certain Greeks and Cypriots.











– origin

 1920s: from modern Greek 
henōsis

 , from 
hena

 ‘one.’






enough

 
/iˈnəf/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
as much or as many as required


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
too much work and not 
enough

 people 
to

 do it




•
 
there was just 
enough

 room 
for

 two cars




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
they ordered 
more than enough

 for five people




•
 
getting 
enough of

 the right things to eat




•
 [as 
postpositive adj.

 ]
 
there will be time enough to tell you when we meet.










2.
 
used to indicate that one is unwilling to tolerate any more of something undesirable


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
we've got enough problems without that




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
I've 
had enough of

 this arguing




•
 


that's enough

 , pack it in.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
to the required degree or extent (used after an adjective, adverb, or verb); adequately




•
 
before he was old 
enough to

 shave




•
 
you're not big 
enough for

 basketball.










2.
 
to a moderate degree; fairly




•
 
he can get there easily enough




•
 
he seems nice enough.










3.
 
[with 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used for emphasis




•
 
curiously enough, there is no mention of him.














III.
 
exclamation




used to express an impatient desire for the cessation of undesirable behavior or speech




•
 
Enough! After six years of your arguing, I've had it!














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
enough is enough






no more will be tolerated.









2.
 
enough said






there is no need to say more; all is understood.















– origin

 Old English 
genōg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
genoeg

 and German 
genug

 .





en papillote

 
/äN ˌpapēˈyōt/






adjective, adverb




(of food) cooked and served in a paper wrapper


[as 
postpositive adj.

 ]


•
 
fish en papillote.



















en passant

 
/äːNpaˈsäːN/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
by the way; incidentally




•
 
the group's disbandment was announced, almost en passant, by the president.










2.
 


[Chess]

 by the en passant rule.








II.
 
phrases





en passant rule (or law)








[Chess]

 the rule that a pawn making a first move of two squares instead of one may nevertheless be immediately captured by an opposing pawn on the fifth rank.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, literally ‘in passing.’





enplane

 
/inˈplān enˈplān /

 
emplane






verb




go or put on board an aircraft.













en poste

 
/äN ˈpôst/






adverb




in an official diplomatic position at a particular place.













en primeur

 
/äN prēˈmœr/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of wine) newly produced and made available.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: French, literally ‘as being new.’





en prise

 
/än ˈprēz/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


[Chess]

 (of a piece or pawn) in a position to be taken.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French.





enqueue

 
/enˈkyo͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 add (an item of data awaiting processing) to a queue of such items.













enquire

 
/inˈkwī(ə)r enˈkwī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for inquire
 .








II.
 
derivatives





enquirer

 
/inˈkwī(ə)rər enˈkwī(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
enquere

 , from Old French 
enquerre

 , based on Latin 
inquirere

 (based on 
quaerere

 ‘seek’).





enquiring

 
/inˈkwī(ə)riNG enˈkwī(ə)riNG/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for inquiring
 .













enquiry

 
/ˈinkwərē inˈkwī(ə)rē/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for inquiry
 .













enrage

 
/inˈrāj enˈrāj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be enraged

 )


1.
 
make very angry




•
 
the students were enraged at these new rules.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (formerly also as 
inrage

 ): from French 
enrager

 , from 
en-

 ‘into’ + 
rage

 ‘rage, anger.’





enraged

 
/inˈrājd enˈrājd/






adjective




very angry; furious




•
 
an enraged mob screamed abuse.



















en rapport

 
/ˌän raˈpôr/





I.
 
adverb




having a close and harmonious relationship




•
 
his improvisation indicates that he is 
en rapport with

 the rhythm of the band.

















– origin

 French (see rapport
 ).





enrapt

 
/inˈrapt enˈrapt/






adjective




fascinated; enthralled




•
 
the enrapt audience.



















enrapture

 
/inˈrapCHər enˈrapCHər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be enraptured

 )


1.
 
give intense pleasure or joy to




•
 
Ruth was enraptured by the child who was sleeping in her arms so peacefully.



















enrich

 
/inˈriCH enˈriCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
improve or enhance the quality or value of




•
 
her exposure to museums enriched her life in France.










2.
 
add to the nutritive value of (food) by adding vitamins or nutrients




•
 
cereal enriched with extra oat bran.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
enriched

 )
 — increase the proportion of a particular isotope in (an element), especially that of the fissile isotope U-235 in uranium so as to make it more powerful or explosive.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 embellish a molding by carving or otherwise forming a sculpted, ornamental pattern, such as egg and dart




•
 
one may enrich the echinus of a Doric capital with the egg and dart motif.










5.
 
make (someone) wealthy or wealthier




•
 
top party members had 
enriched themselves

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘make wealthy’): from Old French 
enrichir

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
riche

 ‘rich.’





enrichment

 
/inˈriCHmənt enˈriCHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of improving or enhancing the quality or value of something




•
 
enrichment of the soil for more plant growth




•
 
environments where youth can experience cultural enrichment.










2.
 
an increase in the proportion of a particular isotope in an element, especially that of the fissile isotope U-235 in uranium, so as to make it more powerful or explosive




•
 
a centrifuge plant for uranium enrichment




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the enrichment process used to make nuclear fuel rods.










3.
 
the process of making someone wealthy or wealthier




•
 
the policy was denounced as a means of enrichment of a small elite.



















enrobe

 
/inˈrōb enˈrōb/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 dress in a robe or vestment.













enroll

 
/inˈrōl enˈrōl /

 


‹Brit.›

 enrol





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially register as a member of an institution or a student on a course




•
 
he enrolled in drama school




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the school enrolls approximately 1,000 students




•
 
he 
enrolled in

 drama school.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — recruit (someone) to perform a service




•
 
a campaign to enroll more foster families.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 
‹historical›

 enter (a deed or other document) among the rolls of a court of justice.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 write the name of (someone) on a list or register.








II.
 
derivatives





enrollee

 
/ˌenrōˈlē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
inroll

 ): from Old French 
enroller

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
rolle

 ‘a roll’ (names being originally written on a roll of parchment).





enrollment

 
/inˈrōlmənt enˈrōlmənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 enrolment






noun



1.
 
the action of enrolling or being enrolled




•
 
the amount due must be paid on enrollment in October




•
 
enrollments for teacher training have dropped off sharply.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the number of people enrolled, typically at a school or college.













en route

 
/ˌän ˈro͞ot/





I.
 
adverb




during the course of a journey; on the way




•
 
he stopped in Turkey en route to Geneva.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French (see route
 ).





ENS






abbreviation




ensign.













Enschede

 
/ˈenskəˌdā/






a city in the eastern Netherlands; pop. 154,753 (2008).









ensconce

 
/ənˈskäns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish or settle (someone) in a comfortable, safe, or secret place




•
 
Agnes 
ensconced herself

 in their bedroom




•
 
spectators who were once comfortably ensconced in the old stadium's box seats.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the senses ‘fortify’ and ‘shelter within or behind a fortification’; formerly also as 
insconce

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘in’ + sconce
 2
 .





ensemble

 
/änˈsämbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of musicians, actors, or dancers who perform together




•
 
a Bulgarian folk ensemble.










2.
 
a scene or passage written for performance by a whole cast, choir, or group of instruments.




3.
 
the coordination between performers executing an ensemble passage




•
 
a high level of tuning and ensemble is guaranteed.










4.
 
a group of items viewed as a whole rather than individually




•
 
the buildings in the square present a charming provincial ensemble.










5.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a set of clothes chosen to harmonize when worn together.




6.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 a group of similar systems, or different states of the same system, often considered statistically.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adverb (long rare) meaning ‘at the same time’): from French, based on Latin 
insimul

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
simul

 ‘at the same time.’ The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





Ensenada

 
/ˌensəˈnädə/






a city in northwestern Mexico, in Baja California state, on the Pacific Ocean; pop. 248,446 (2005).









ensheathe

 
/enˈSHēT͟H /

 
ensheath





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 enclose (an organism, tissue, structure, etc.) in or as in a sheath.








II.
 
derivatives





ensheathment






noun





















enshrine

 
/inˈSHrīn enˈSHrīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be enshrined

 )


1.
 
place (a revered or precious object) in an appropriate receptacle




•
 
relics are enshrined under altars.










2.
 
preserve (a right, tradition, or idea) in a form that ensures it will be protected and respected




•
 
the right of all workers to strike was 
enshrined in

 the new constitution.














II.
 
derivatives





enshrinement






noun





















enshroud

 
/inˈSHroud enˈSHroud/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 envelop completely and hide from view




•
 
heavy gray clouds enshrouded the city.



















ensiform

 
/ˈensəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 shaped like a sword blade; long and narrow with sharp edges and a pointed tip.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
ensis

 ‘sword’ + -form
 .





ensiform cartilage






noun




another term for xiphoid process
 .














ensign





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/ˈens(ə)n ˈenˌsīn /

 — a flag or standard, especially a military or naval one indicating nationality.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a sign or emblem of a particular thing




•
 
all the ensigns of our greatness.










3.
 

/ˈens(ə)n /

 — a commissioned officer of the lowest rank in the US Navy and Coast Guard, ranking above chief warrant officer and below lieutenant.




4.
 


‹historical›

 the lowest rank of commissioned infantry officer in the British army.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a standard-bearer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
enseigne

 , from Latin 
insignia

 ‘signs of office’ (see insignia
 ). Compare with ancient
 2
 .






ensilage

 
/ˈensəlij/





I.
 
noun




another term for silage
 .








II.
 
verb




another term for ensile
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
ensiler

 (see ensile
 ).






ensile

 
/inˈsīl enˈsīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (grass or another crop) into a silo in order to preserve it as silage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
ensiler

 , from Spanish 
ensilar

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
silo

 ‘silo.’





enslave

 
/inˈslāv enˈslāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) a slave.




2.
 
cause (someone) to lose their freedom of choice or action




•
 
they were enslaved by their need to take drugs.














II.
 
derivatives





enslaver






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘make (a person) subject to a superstition, passion, etc’; formerly also as 
inslave

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 (as an intensifier) + slave
 .





enslavement

 
/enˈslāvmənt/






noun




the action of making someone a slave; subjugation




•
 
the enslavement of millions of Africans.



















ensnare

 
/ənˈsner/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch in or as in a trap




•
 
they were ensnared in downtown traffic.














II.
 
derivatives





ensnarement






noun





















ensnarl

 
/ənˈsnärl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become caught up in complex difficulties or problems.













Ensor, James

 
/ˈensôr/






Baron (1860–1949), Belgian painter and engraver; full name 
James Sydney Ensor

 . Noted for macabre subjects, his work is significant both for symbolism and for the development of 20th-century expressionism.









ensorcell

 
/enˈsôrsəl /

 
ensorcel





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 enchant; fascinate.








II.
 
derivatives





ensorcellment

 
ensorcelment






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
ensorceler

 , alteration of 
ensorcerer

 , from 
sorcier

 ‘sorcerer.’





ensoul

 
/enˈsōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
endow with a soul.








II.
 
derivatives





ensoulment






noun





















enstatite

 
/ˈenstəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a translucent crystalline mineral of varying colors that occurs in some igneous rocks and stony meteorites. It consists of magnesium silicate and is a member of the pyroxene group.








II.
 
derivatives





enstatitic

 
/ˌenstəˈtitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
enstatēs

 ‘adversary’ (because of its refractory nature) + -ite
 1
 .





ensue

 
/inˈso͞o enˈso͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
happen or occur afterward or as a result




•
 
the difficulties that 
ensued from

 their commitment to Cuba




•
 (as 
adj.

 
ensuing

 )
 
there were repeated clashes in the ensuing days.

















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
insue

 ): from Old French 
ensivre

 , from Latin 
insequi

 , based on 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





en suite

 
/än ˈswēt/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
(of a bathroom) immediately adjoining a bedroom and forming part of the same set of rooms


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
all rooms have en-suite facilities




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
each bedroom has a small bathroom en suite.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — (of a bedroom) having an adjoining bathroom.








II.
 
noun




an en-suite bathroom




•
 
the en-suite is fully tiled in black and white and has a double shower.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘in agreement or harmony’): from French, literally ‘in sequence.’






ensure

 
/inˈSHo͝or enˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make certain that (something) shall occur or be the case


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the client must ensure that accurate records be kept.










2.
 
make certain of obtaining or providing (something)


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
she would ensure him a place in society.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ensure against

 )
 — make sure that (a problem) shall not occur.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘convince’ and ‘make safe’): from Anglo-Norman French 
enseurer

 , alteration of Old French 
aseurer

 , earlier form of 
assurer

 (see assure
 ). Compare with insure
 . / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
ensure

 and 
insure

 , see usage at insure
 .





enswathe

 
/enˈswäT͟H enˈswāT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 envelop or wrap in a garment or piece of fabric.













ENT

 
/ē en ˈtē/






abbreviation




ear, nose, and throat (as a department in a hospital).














-ent

 
/ənt, nt/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives) denoting an occurrence of action




•
 
refluent.










2.
 
denoting a state




•
 
convenient.










3.
 
(forming nouns) denoting an agent




•
 
coefficient.

















– origin

 from French, or from the Latin present participial verb stem 
-ent-

 (see also -ant
 ).





entablature

 
/ənˈtabləCHər ənˈtabləˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a horizontal, continuous lintel on a classical building supported by columns or a wall, comprising the architrave, frieze, and cornice.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (formerly also as 
intablature

 ): from Italian 
intavolatura

 ‘boarding’ (partly via French 
entablement

 ‘entablement’), from 
intavolare

 ‘board up’ (based on 
tavola

 ‘table’).





entablement

 
/ənˈtābəlmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a platform supporting a statue, above the dado and base.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘entablature’): from French, based on 
table

 ‘table.’





entail





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈtāl enˈtāl /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
involve (something) as a necessary or inevitable part or consequence




•
 
a situation that entails considerable risks.










2.
 


[Logic]

 have as a logically necessary consequence.




3.
 


[Law]

 settle the inheritance of (property) over a number of generations so that ownership remains within a particular group, usually one family




•
 
her father's estate was 
entailed on

 a cousin.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 cause to experience or possess in a way perceived as permanent or inescapable




•
 
I cannot get rid of the disgrace that you have 
entailed upon

 us.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈenˌtāl /



1.
 


[Law]

 a settlement of the inheritance of property over a number of generations so that it remains within a family or other group.




2.
 


[Law]

 a property that is bequeathed under such conditions.








III.
 
derivatives





entailment

 
/inˈtālmənt enˈtālmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (referring to settlement of property; formerly also as 
intail

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + Old French 
taille

 ‘notch, tax’ (see tail
 2
 ).





entamoeba

 
/ˌen(t)əˈmēbə /

 
entameba





I.
 
noun




an amoeba that typically lives harmlessly in the gut, though one kind can cause amoebic dysentery.

[Genus 
Entamoeba

 , phylum 
Rhizopoda

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
entos

 ‘within’ + amoeba
 .





entangle

 
/inˈtaNGɡəl enˈtaNGɡəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be entangled

 )


1.
 
cause to become twisted together with or caught in




•
 
fish attempt to swim through the mesh and become entangled.










2.
 
involve (someone) in difficulties or complicated circumstances from which it is difficult to escape




•
 
the case of murder in which she had found herself so painfully entangled.



















entanglement

 
/inˈtaNGɡəlmənt enˈtaNGɡəlmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of entangling or being entangled




•
 
many dolphins die from entanglement in fishing nets.










2.
 
a complicated or compromising relationship or situation




•
 
romantic entanglements.










3.
 
an extensive barrier, typically made of interlaced barbed wire and stakes, erected to impede enemy soldiers or vehicles




•
 
the attackers were caught up on wire entanglements.



















entasis

 
/ˈen(t)əsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a slight convex curve in the shaft of a column, introduced to correct the visual illusion of concavity produced by a straight shaft.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
enteinein

 ‘to stretch or strain.’





entelechy

 
/ənˈteləkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the realization of potential.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the supposed vital principle that guides the development and functioning of an organism or other system or organization.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 the soul.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
entelekheia

 (used by Aristotle), from 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
telos

 ‘end, perfection’ + 
ekhein

 ‘be in a certain state.’





entellus

 
/ənˈteləs /

 
entellus monkey





I.
 
noun




another term for hanuman
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of an aged Trojan in Virgil's 
Aeneid

 .





entente

 
/änˈtänt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a friendly understanding or informal alliance between states or factions




•
 
the growing entente between former opponents.










2.
 
a group of states in an informal alliance.




3.
 
(
the Entente Cordiale

 )
 — the understanding between Britain and France reached in 1904, forming the basis of Anglo-French cooperation in World War I.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French 
entente (cordiale

 ) ‘(friendly) understanding.’






enter

 
/ˈen(t)ər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
come or go into (a place)


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she entered the kitchen




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the door opened and Karl entered




•
 


‹figurative›

 reading the Bible, we 
enter into

 an amazing new world of thoughts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — used as a stage direction to indicate when a character comes on stage




•
 
enter Hamlet.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — penetrate (something)




•
 
the bullet entered his stomach.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a man) insert the penis into the vagina of (a woman).




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — come or be introduced into




•
 
the thought never entered my head.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — begin to be involved in




•
 
in 1941 America entered the war.










7.
 
become a member of or start working in (an institution or profession)




•
 
that autumn, he entered college.










8.
 
register as a competitor or participant in (a tournament, race, or examination).




9.
 
start or reach (a stage or period of time) in an activity or situation




•
 
the election campaign entered its final phase.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a particular performer in an ensemble) start or resume playing or singing.




11.
 
write or key (information) in a book, computer, etc., so as to record it




•
 
children can 
enter

 the data 
into

 the computer.










12.
 


[Law]

 submit (a statement) in an official capacity, usually in a court of law




•
 
an attorney entered a plea of guilty on her behalf.














II.
 
noun




a key on a computer keyboard that is used to perform various functions, such as executing a command or selecting options on a menu.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
enter into





a.
 
become involved in (an activity, situation, or matter)




•
 
they have entered into a relationship.










b.
 
undertake to bind oneself by (an agreement or other commitment)




•
 
the council entered into an agreement with a private firm.










c.
 
form part of or be a factor in




•
 
medical ethics also enter into the question.















2.
 
enter on/upon





a.
 


‹formal›

 begin (an activity or job); start to pursue (a particular course in life)




•
 
he entered upon a turbulent political career.










b.
 


[Law]

 (as a legal entitlement) go freely into property as or as if the owner.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
entrer

 , from Latin 
intrare

 , from 
intra

 ‘within.’






enteral

 
/ˈen(t)ərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (chiefly of nutrition) involving or passing through the intestine, either naturally via the mouth and esophagus, or through an artificial opening.

Often contrasted with parenteral
 .








II.
 
derivatives





enterally






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
enteron

 ‘intestine’ + -al
 , partly as a back-formation from parenteral
 .





enteric

 
/enˈterik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or occurring in the intestines.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
enterikos

 , from 
enteron

 ‘intestine.’





enteric fever

 
/enˈterik ˈfēvər/






noun




another term for typhoid
 or paratyphoid
 .













enteritis

 
/ˌen(t)əˈrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the intestine, especially the small intestine, usually accompanied by diarrhea.













entero-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the intestine




•
 
enterovirus.

















– origin

 from Greek 
enteron

 .





enterococcus

 
/ˌen(t)ərōˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a streptococcus of a group that occurs naturally in the intestine but causes inflammation and blood infection if introduced elsewhere in the body (e.g., by injury or surgery).

[Genus 
Streptococcus

 (or 
Enterococcus

 ); Gram-positive cocci.]








II.
 
derivatives





enterococcal

 
/ˌentərōˈkäkəl /






adjective





















enterocoele

 
/ˈen(t)ərōˌsēl /

 
enterocoel





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a coelom or coelomic cavity developed from the wall of the archenteron in some invertebrates.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enterocoelic

 
/ˌentərōˈsēlik /






adjective













2.
 
enterocoely

 
/-ˌsēlē /






noun





















enterocolitis

 
/ˌen(t)ərōkəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of both the small intestine and the colon.













enterocyte

 
/ˈen(t)ərōˌsīt/






noun






[Physiology]

 a cell of the intestinal lining.













enterohepatic

 
/ˌen(t)ərōhiˈpadik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting the circulation of bile salts and other secretions from the liver to the intestine, where they are reabsorbed into the blood and returned to the liver.













enteropathy

 
/ˌen(t)əˈräpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease of the intestine, especially the small intestine.













enterostomy

 
/ˌen(t)əˈrästəmē/






noun



1.
 
an ileostomy or similar surgical operation in which the small intestine is diverted to an artificial opening in the abdominal wall or in another part of the intestine.




2.
 
an opening in the abdominal wall formed during an enterostomy.













enterotomy

 
/ˌen(t)əˈrädəmē/






noun




the surgical cutting open of the intestine.













enterotoxemia

 
/ˌen(t)ərōˌtäkˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 enterotoxaemia






noun






[chiefly Veterinary]

 blood poisoning caused by an enterotoxin.













enterotoxigenic

 
/ˌentərōˌtäksəˈjenik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of bacteria) producing an enterotoxin.













enterotoxin

 
/ˌen(t)ərōˈtäksən/






noun






[Medicine]

 a toxin produced in or affecting the intestines, such as those causing food poisoning or cholera.













enterovirus

 
/ˌen(t)ərōˈvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of RNA viruses (including those causing polio and hepatitis A) that typically occur in the gastrointestinal tract, sometimes spreading to the central nervous system or other parts of the body.














enterprise

 
/ˈen(t)ərˌprīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a project or undertaking, typically one that is difficult or requires effort




•
 
a joint enterprise between French and Japanese companies.










2.
 
initiative and resourcefulness




•
 
success came quickly, thanks to a mixture of talent, enterprise, and luck.










3.
 
a business or company




•
 
a state-owned enterprise.










4.
 
entrepreneurial economic activity.








II.
 
derivatives





enterpriser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, ‘something undertaken,’ feminine past participle (used as a noun) of 
entreprendre

 , based on Latin 
prendere

 , 
prehendere

 ‘to take.’





enterprise culture






noun




a capitalist society in which taking on financial risks in the hope of profit is encouraged.













enterprise zone

 
/ˈen(t)ərˌprīz ˌzōn/






noun




an impoverished area in which incentives such as tax concessions are offered to encourage business investment and provide jobs for the residents.













enterprising

 
/ˈen(t)ərˌprīziNG/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing initiative and resourcefulness




•
 
some enterprising teachers have started their own recycling programs.














II.
 
derivatives





enterprisingly

 
/ˈen(t)ərˌprīziNGlē /






adverb





















entertain

 
/ˌen(t)ərˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with amusement or enjoyment




•
 
a tremendous game that thoroughly entertained the crowd.










2.
 
receive (someone) as a guest and provide them with food and drink




•
 
a private dining room where members could entertain groups of friends.










3.
 
give attention or consideration to (an idea, suggestion, or feeling)




•
 
Washington entertained little hope of an early improvement in relations.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
entretenir

 , based on Latin 
inter

 ‘among’ + 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’ The word originally meant ‘maintain, continue,’ later ‘maintain in a certain condition, treat in a certain way,’ also ‘show hospitality’ (late 15th cent).





entertainer

 
/ˌen(t)ərˈtānər/






noun




a person, such as a singer, dancer, or comedian, whose job is to entertain others.













entertaining

 
/ˌen(t)ərˈtāniNG/





I.
 
adjective




providing amusement or enjoyment




•
 
the magazine is both entertaining and informative.














II.
 
derivatives





entertainingly

 
/ˌen(t)ərˈtāniNGlē /






adverb






















entertainment

 
/ˌen(t)ərˈtānmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of providing or being provided with amusement or enjoyment




•
 
everyone just sits in front of the TV for entertainment.










2.
 
an event, performance, or activity designed to entertain others




•
 
a theatrical entertainment.










3.
 
the action of receiving a guest or guests and providing them with food and drink.














enthalpy

 
/ˈenTHalpē ənˈTHalpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
H

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 a thermodynamic quantity equivalent to the total heat content of a system. It is equal to the internal energy of the system plus the product of pressure and volume.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the change in enthalpy associated with a particular chemical process.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
enthalpein

 ‘warm in,’ from 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
thalpein

 ‘to heat.’





entheogen

 
/enˈthēəˌjen, -jən/





I.
 
noun




a chemical substance, typically of plant origin, that is ingested to produce a nonordinary state of consciousness for religious or spiritual purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





entheogenic

 
/enˌthēəˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from Greek, literally ‘becoming divine within’; coined by an informal committee studying the inebriants of shamans.






enthrall

 
/inˈTHrôl enˈTHrôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 enthral





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
capture the fascinated attention of




•
 
she had been so enthralled by the adventure that she had hardly noticed the cold.










2.
 
(also 
inthrall

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 enslave.








II.
 
derivatives





enthrallment

 
/inˈTHrôlmənt enˈTHrôlmənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 enthralment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘enslave’; formerly also as 
inthrall

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 (as an intensifier) + thrall
 .





enthralling

 
/enˈTHrôliNG/






adjective




capturing and holding one's attention; fascinating




•
 
an enthralling bestseller.



















enthrone

 
/ənˈTHrōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be enthroned

 )


1.
 
install (a monarch) on a throne, especially during a ceremony to mark the beginning of their rule.




2.
 
give or ascribe a position of authority to




•
 
he was enthroned as the guru of the avant-garde.














II.
 
derivatives





enthronement

 
/ənˈTHrōnmənt /






noun





















enthuse

 
/inˈTH(y)o͞oz enˈTH(y)o͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something that expresses one's eager enjoyment, interest, or approval


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they both 
enthused over

 my new look




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“This place is superb!” she enthused.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) interested and eagerly appreciative




•
 
public art is a tonic that can enthuse alienated youth.

















usage:

 The verb 
enthuse

 is formed as a back-formation from the noun 
enthusiasm

 and, like many verbs formed from nouns in this way, it is regarded by traditionalists as unacceptable. It is difficult to see why: it is a perfectly established means for creating new words in the language (verbs like 
classify

 , 
commentate

 , and 
edit

 were also formed as back-formations from nouns, for example). 
Enthuse

 itself has been in the language for more than 150 years.






enthusiasm

 
/inˈTH(y)o͞ozēˌazəm enˈTH(y)o͞ozēˌazəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intense and eager enjoyment, interest, or approval




•
 
her energy and 
enthusiasm for

 life




•
 
few expressed enthusiasm about the current leaders.










2.
 
a thing that arouses feelings of intense and eager enjoyment




•
 
the three enthusiasms of his life were politics, religion, and books.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 religious fervor supposedly resulting directly from divine inspiration, typically involving speaking in tongues and wild, uncoordinated movements of the body.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
enthousiasme

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
enthousiasmos

 , from 
enthous

 ‘possessed by a god, inspired’ (based on 
theos

 ‘god’).





enthusiast

 
/inˈTH(y)o͞ozēˌast enˈTH(y)o͞ozēˌast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is highly interested in a particular activity or subject




•
 
a sports car enthusiast.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person of intense and visionary Christian views.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a person believing that he or she is divinely inspired): from French 
enthousiaste

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
enthusiastes

 ‘member of a heretical sect,’ from Greek 
enthousiastēs

 ‘person inspired by a god,’ from the adjective 
enthous

 (see enthusiasm
 ).





enthusiastic

 
/inˌTH(y)o͞ozēˈastik enˌTH(y)o͞ozēˈastik/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing intense and eager enjoyment, interest, or approval




•
 
the promoter was enthusiastic about the concert venue.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
enthousiastikos

 , from 
enthous

 ‘possessed by a god’ (see enthusiasm
 ).





enthusiastically

 
/ēnˌTH(y)o͞ozēˈastəklē enˌTH(y)o͞ozēˈastəklē/






adverb




in a way that shows intense and eager enjoyment, interest, or approval




•
 
the report was enthusiastically welcomed by all groups




•
 
the audience applauded enthusiastically.



















enthymeme

 
/ˈenTHəˌmēm/





I.
 
noun






[Logic]

 an argument in which one premise is not explicitly stated.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
enthumēma

 , from 
enthumeisthai

 ‘consider,’ from 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
thumos

 ‘mind.’





entice

 
/inˈtīs enˈtīs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attract or tempt by offering pleasure or advantage




•
 
a show that should 
entice

 a new audience 
into

 the theater




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the whole purpose of bribes is to entice governments to act against the public interest.














II.
 
derivatives





enticer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘incite, provoke’; formerly also as 
intice

 ): from Old French 
enticier

 , probably from a base meaning ‘set on fire,’ based on an alteration of Latin 
titio

 ‘firebrand.’





enticement

 
/ənˈtīsmənt/






noun



1.
 
something used to attract or to tempt someone; a lure




•
 
financial enticements.










2.
 
the quality of being attractive or tempting




•
 
despite the enticement of low prices, sales fell sharply from 2000's record level.



















enticing

 
/inˈtīsiNG enˈtīsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




attractive or tempting; alluring




•
 
an enticing prospect.














II.
 
derivatives





enticingly

 
/inˈtīsiNGlē enˈtīsiNGlē /






adverb






















entire

 
/ənˈtī(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
with no part left out; whole




•
 
my plans are to travel the entire world.










2.
 
not broken or decayed.




3.
 
without qualification or reservations; absolute




•
 
an ideological system with which he is in entire agreement.










4.
 
(of a male horse) not castrated.




5.
 


[Botany]

 (of a leaf) without indentations or division into leaflets.








II.
 
noun




an uncastrated male horse.











– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
intire

 ): from Old French 
entier

 , based on Latin 
integer

 ‘untouched, whole,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





entirely

 
/ənˈtī(ə)rlē/






adverb



1.
 
completely (often used for emphasis)




•
 
the juries were made up entirely of men




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
we have an entirely different outlook.










2.
 
solely




•
 
eight coaches entirely for passenger transport.




















entirety

 
/enˈtī(ə)rtē enˈtīrədē/





I.
 
noun




the whole of something




•
 
she would have to stay in her room over 
the entirety of

 the weekend.














II.
 
phrases





in its entirety






as a whole; completely




•
 
the poem is too long to quote in its entirety here.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
entierete

 , from Latin 
integritas

 , from 
integer

 ‘untouched, whole’ (see entire
 ). Compare with integrity
 .





entisol

 
/ˈentiˌsäl, -sôl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising mineral soils that have not yet differentiated into distinct horizons.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from entire
 + -sol
 .






entitle

 
/inˈtīdl enˈtīdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be entitled

 )


1.
 
give (someone) a legal right or a just claim to receive or do something




•
 
employees are normally 
entitled to

 severance pay




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the landlord is entitled to require references.










2.
 
give (something, especially a text or work of art) a particular title




•
 
an article entitled “The Harried Society.”










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 give (someone) a specified title expressing their rank, office, or character




•
 
they entitled him Sultan.

















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
intitle

 ): via Old French from late Latin 
intitulare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + Latin 
titulus

 ‘title.’





entitled

 
/inˈtīdld enˈtīdld/






adjective




believing oneself to be inherently deserving of privileges or special treatment




•
 
his pompous, entitled attitude




•
 
kids who feel so entitled and think the world will revolve around them.



















entitlement

 
/inˈtīdlmənt enˈtīdlmənt/






noun



1.
 
the fact of having a right to something




•
 
full 
entitlement to

 fees and maintenance should be offered




•
 
you should be fully aware of your legal entitlements.










2.
 
the amount to which a person has a right




•
 
annual leave entitlement.










3.
 
the belief that one is inherently deserving of privileges or special treatment




•
 
no wonder your kids have a 
sense of entitlement






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
this entitlement mentality is completely out of control.










4.
 


(US)

 a government program that provides benefits to any individual meeting certain eligibility requirements




•
 
Social Security, Medicare, and other entitlements are going broke




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
entitlement programs.



















entitlement program






noun




a government program that guarantees certain benefits to a particular group or segment of the population.













entity

 
/ˈen(t)ədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing with distinct and independent existence




•
 
church and empire were fused in a single entity.










2.
 
existence; being




•
 
entity and nonentity.














II.
 
derivatives





entitative

 
/-ˌtātiv /






adjective






[chiefly Philosophy]





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a thing's existence): from French 
entité

 or medieval Latin 
entitas

 , from late Latin 
ens

 , 
ent-

 ‘being’ (from 
esse

 ‘be’).





entom.






abbreviation




entomology.













entomb

 
/inˈto͞om enˈto͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be entombed

 )


1.
 
place (a dead body) in a tomb.




2.
 
bury or trap in or under something




•
 
many people died, most entombed in collapsed buildings.

















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
intomb

 ): from Old French 
entomber

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
tombe

 ‘tomb.’





entombment

 
/enˈto͞omˌmənt/






noun




the placing of a dead body in a tomb; interment




•
 
the entombment of the Unknown Soldier.



















entomo-





I.
 
combining form




of an insect; of or relating to insects




•
 
entomophagous.

















– origin

 from Greek 
entomon

 , neuter (denoting an insect) of 
entomos

 ‘cut up, segmented.’





entomologist

 
/ˌen(t)əˈmäləjəst/






noun




a person who studies or is an expert in the branch of zoology concerned with insects




•
 
entomologists have identified 800,000 different insect species.



















entomology

 
/ˌen(t)əˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology concerned with the study of insects.








II.
 
derivatives





entomological

 
/ˌen(t)əməˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
entomologie

 or modern Latin 
entomologia

 , from Greek 
entomon

 (denoting an insect) + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





entomophagy

 
/ˌen(t)əˈmäfəjē/





I.
 
noun




the practice of eating insects, especially by people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
entomophagist

 
/-jist /






noun













2.
 
entomophagous

 
/ˌen(t)əˈmäfəɡəs /






adjective





















entomophilous

 
/ˌen(t)əˈmäfələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or flower) pollinated by insects.








II.
 
derivatives





entomophily

 
/-ˈmäfəlē /






noun





















entoparasite

 
/ˌen(t)ōˈperəsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 another term for endoparasite
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
entos

 ‘within’ + parasite
 .





Entoprocta

 
/ˌen(t)əˈpräktə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of sedentary aquatic invertebrates that resemble moss animals. They have a rounded body on a long stalk, bearing a ring of tentacles for filtering food from the water.




II.
 
derivatives





entoproct

 
/ˈentəˌpräkt /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
entos

 ‘within’ + 
prōktos

 ‘anus,’ the anus being within the ring of tentacles.





entoptic

 
/enˈtäptik/





I.
 
adjective




(of visual images) occurring or originating inside the eye.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
entos

 ‘within’ + optic
 .





entourage

 
/ˌänto͝oˈräZH/





I.
 
noun




a group of people attending or surrounding an important person




•
 
an entourage of bodyguards.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
entourer

 ‘to surround.’





entr'acte

 
/ˈänˌtrakt ˌänˈträkt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an interval between two acts of a play or opera.




2.
 
a piece of music or a dance performed during an entr'acte.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French (earlier form of 
entracte

 ), from 
entre

 ‘between’ + 
acte

 ‘act.’





entrails

 
/ˈentrālz ˈentrəlz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
a person or animal's intestines or internal organs, especially when removed or exposed.




2.
 
the innermost parts of something




•
 
digging copper out of the entrails of the earth.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
entrailles

 , from medieval Latin 
intralia

 , alteration of Latin 
interanea

 ‘internal things,’ based on 
inter

 ‘among.’





entrain1


 
/inˈtrān enˈtrān/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
board a train.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or allow (someone or something) on board a train.













entrain2


 
/inˈtrān enˈtrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a current or fluid) incorporate and sweep along in its flow.




2.
 
cause or bring about as a consequence




•
 
the triumph of a revolution was measured in terms of the social revision it entrained.










3.
 


[Biology]

 (of a rhythm or something that varies rhythmically) cause (another) gradually to fall into synchronism with it.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
entrain to

 )
 — fall into synchronism with (something) in such a way.








II.
 
derivatives





entrainment






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bring on as a consequence’): from French 
entraîner

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
traîner

 ‘to drag.’





entrance1


 
/ˈentrəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opening, such as a door, passage, or gate, that allows access to a place.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or instance of going or coming in




•
 
at their abrupt entrance he rose to his feet.










3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the coming of an actor or performer onto a stage




•
 
her final entrance is as a triumphant princess.










4.
 
the right, means, or opportunity to enter somewhere or be a member of an institution, society, or other body




•
 
about fifty people attempted to gain entrance




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an entrance examination.










5.
 


[Music]

 another term for entry
 .








II.
 
phrases





make an (or one's) entrance





a.
 
(of an actor or performer) come on stage.




b.
 
enter somewhere in a conspicuous or impressive way




•
 
she slowly counted to ten before making her entrance.





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘right or opportunity of admission’): from Old French, from 
entrer

 ‘enter.’





entrance2


 
/inˈtrans enˈtrans/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (someone) with wonder and delight, holding their entire attention




•
 
I was entranced by a cluster of trees that were lit up by fireflies




•
 (as 
adj.

 
entrancing

 )
 
he had never seen a more entrancing woman.










2.
 
cast a spell on




•
 
Orpheus entranced the wild beasts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
entrancement

 
/inˈtransmənt enˈtransmənt /






noun













2.
 
entrancingly

 
/inˈtransiNGlē enˈtransiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (formerly also as 
intrance

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + trance
 .





entrance hall






noun




the room or space immediately inside the main door of a large or grand building




•
 
on the ground floor there was an impressive entrance hall leading to the various living rooms.



















entranceway

 
/ˈentrənsˌwā/






noun




a way into a place or thing, especially a doorway or corridor at the entrance to a building.













entrant

 
/ˈentrənt/





I.
 
noun




a person or group that enters, joins, or takes part in something.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a person taking legal possession of land or property): from French, literally ‘entering,’ present participle of 
entrer

 (see enter
 ).





entrap

 
/inˈtrap enˈtrap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch (someone or something) in or as in a trap




•
 
she was entrapped by family expectations.










2.
 
trick or deceive (someone), especially by inducing them to commit a crime in order to secure their prosecution.








II.
 
derivatives





entrapper






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
entraper

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
trappe

 ‘a trap.’





entrapment

 
/inˈtrapmənt enˈtrapmənt/






noun



1.
 
the state of being caught in or as in a trap




•
 
the feeling of entrapment grows as the roads close and the power goes out




•
 
nerve entrapment often occurs in throwing sports.










2.
 
the action of tricking someone into committing a crime in order to secure their prosecution




•
 
his style of investigation constitutes entrapment.



















en travesti

 
/äN ˌtraveˈstē/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




dressed as a member of the opposite sex, especially for a theatrical role.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘(dressed) in disguise, cross-dressed.’






entreat

 
/inˈtrēt enˈtrēt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — ask someone earnestly or anxiously to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
his friends entreated him not to go.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ask earnestly or anxiously for (something)




•
 
a message had been sent, entreating aid for the Navajos.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 treat (someone) in a specified manner




•
 
the King, I fear, hath ill entreated her.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
entreatingly

 
/inˈtrēdiNGlē enˈtrēdiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
entreatment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘treat, act toward (someone)’; formerly also as 
intreat

 ): from Old French 
entraitier

 , based on 
traitier

 ‘to treat,’ from Latin 
tractare

 ‘to handle.’





entreaty

 
/inˈtrēdē enˈtrēdē/





I.
 
noun




an earnest or humble request




•
 
the king turned a deaf ear to his entreaties.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘treatment, management’; formerly also as 
intreaty

 ): from entreat
 , on the pattern of 
treaty

 .





entrechat

 
/ˌäntrəˈSHä/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a vertical jump during which the dancer repeatedly crosses the feet and beats them together.











– origin

 French, from Italian 
(capriola) intrecciata

 ‘complicated (caper).’





entrecôte

 
/ˈäntrəˌkōt/





I.
 
noun




a boned steak cut off the sirloin.











– origin

 French, from 
entre

 ‘between’ + 
côte

 ‘rib.’





entrée

 
/ˈänˌtrā ˌänˈtrā /

 
entree





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the main course of a meal.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a dish served between the first and main courses at a formal dinner.




3.
 
the right to enter or join a particular sphere or group




•
 
an actress with an 
entrée into

 the intellectual society of Berlin.




•
 
her beauty and charm rapidly gained her 
entrée to

 high society.




•
 
their connections and relative wealth gave them entree to all of the most select entertainments.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a piece of instrumental music forming the first part of a suite): French, feminine past participle of 
entrer

 ‘enter’ (see entry
 ).





entremets

 
/ˌäntrəˈmā/





I.
 
noun




a light dish served between two courses of a formal meal.











– origin

 French, from 
entre

 ‘between’ + 
mets

 ‘dish.’





entrench

 
/inˈtren(t)SH enˈtren(t)SH /

 


‹dated›

 intrench





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — establish (an attitude, habit, or belief) so firmly that change is very difficult or unlikely




•
 
ageism is 
entrenched in

 our society.










2.
 
establish (a person or their authority) in a position of great strength or security




•
 
by 1947 de Gaulle's political opponents were firmly 
entrenched in

 power.










3.
 
apply extra legal safeguards to (a right, especially a constitutional right, guaranteed by legislation).




4.
 
establish (a military force, camp, etc.) in trenches or other fortified positions.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
entrench on/upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 encroach or trespass upon.








II.
 
derivatives





entrenchment

 
/inˈtren(t)SHmənt enˈtren(t)SHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘place within a trench’): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + trench
 .





entrenched

 
/inˈtren(t)SHt enˈtren(t)SHt/






adjective




(of an attitude, habit, or belief) firmly established and difficult or unlikely to change; ingrained




•
 
an entrenched resistance to change.



















entre nous

 
/ˌäntrə ˈno͞o/





I.
 
adverb




between ourselves; privately




•
 
entre nous, the old man's a bit of a problem.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French.





entrepôt

 
/ˈäntrəˌpō/





I.
 
noun




a port, city, or other center to which goods are brought for import and export, and for collection and distribution.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from 
entreposer

 ‘to store,’ from 
entre

 ‘among’ + 
poser

 ‘to place.’






entrepreneur

 
/ˌäntrəprəˈnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who organizes and operates a business or businesses, taking on greater than normal financial risks in order to do so.




2.
 
a promoter in the entertainment industry.








II.
 
derivatives





entrepreneurism






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting the director of a musical institution): from French, from 
entreprendre

 ‘undertake’ (see enterprise
 ).





entrepreneurial

 
/ˌäntrəprəˈnərēəl/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by the taking of financial risks in the hope of profit; enterprising




•
 
an entrepreneurial culture




•
 
our entrepreneurial spirit thrives on meeting the next challenge.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
entrepreneurialism






noun













2.
 
entrepreneurially






adverb





















entrepreneurship

 
/ˌäntrəprəˈnərˌSHip/






noun




the activity of setting up a business or businesses, taking on financial risks in the hope of profit




•
 
the new business opportunities have encouraged entrepreneurship on a grand scale.



















entresol

 
/ˈen(t)ərˌsäl ˈän(t)rəˌsäl ˈen(t)ərˌsôl ˈän(t)rəˌsôl/





I.
 
noun




a low story between the first floor and the second floor of a building; a mezzanine floor.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from Spanish 
entresuelo

 , from 
entre

 ‘between’ + 
suelo

 ‘story.’





entropion

 
/enˈtrōpēˌän, -pēən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the eyelid is rolled inward against the eyeball, typically caused by muscle spasm or by inflammation or scarring of the conjunctiva (as in diseases such as trachoma), and resulting in irritation of the eye by the lashes (trichiasis).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from en-
 2
 ‘inside,’ on the pattern of 
ectropion

 .






entropy

 
/ˈentrəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
S

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 a thermodynamic quantity representing the unavailability of a system's thermal energy for conversion into mechanical work, often interpreted as the degree of disorder or randomness in the system.




2.
 
lack of order or predictability; gradual decline into disorder




•
 
a marketplace where entropy reigns supreme.










3.
 
(in information theory) a logarithmic measure of the rate of transfer of information in a particular message or language.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
entropic

 
/enˈträpik /






adjective













2.
 
entropically

 
/enˈträpik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from en-
 2
 ‘inside’ + Greek 
tropē

 ‘transformation.’






entrust

 
/ənˈtrəst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign the responsibility for doing something to (someone)




•
 
I've been 
entrusted with

 the task of getting him safely back.










2.
 
put (something) into someone's care or protection




•
 
you persuade people to 
entrust

 their savings 
to

 you.














II.
 
derivatives





entrustment

 
/ənˈtrəs(t)mənt /






noun






















entry

 
/ˈentrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of going or coming in




•
 
the door was locked, but he forced an entry.










2.
 
a place of entrance, such as a door or lobby.




3.
 
the right, means, or opportunity to enter a place or be a member of something




•
 
undocumented workers seeking entry to the United States.










4.
 
the action of undertaking something or becoming a member of something




•
 
more young people are postponing their entry into full-time work.










5.
 


[Bridge]

 a card providing an opportunity to transfer the lead to a particular hand.




6.
 


[Law]

 the action of taking up the legal right to property.




7.
 


[Music]

 the point in a piece of music at which a particular performer in an ensemble starts or resumes playing or singing.




8.
 


‹dialect›

 a passage between buildings.




9.
 
an item written or printed in a diary, list, ledger, or reference book.




10.
 
the action of recording an entry




•
 
sophisticated features to help ensure accurate data entry.










11.
 
a person or thing competing in a race or competition




•
 
from the hundreds of entries we received, twelve winners were finally chosen.










12.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the number of competitors in a particular race or competition.




13.
 
the action of participating in a race or competition.




14.
 
the forward part of a ship's hull below the waterline, considered in terms of breadth or narrowness.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
entree

 , based on Latin 
intrata

 , feminine past participle of 
intrare

 (see enter
 ).





entry form

 
/ˈentrē fô(ə)rm/






noun




an application form for a competition.













entry inhibitor






noun




a class of anti-HIV drugs that work by blocking the entry of the virus into a host cell.













entry-level

 
/ˈentrē ˌlevəl/






adjective



1.
 
at the lowest level in an employment hierarchy




•
 
he was hired as an entry-level research assistant.










2.
 
(of a product) suitable for a beginner or first-time user; basic




•
 
entry-level computers.



















entryway

 
/ˈentrēˌwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a way in to somewhere or something; an entrance.













entry word






noun




a word, phrase, or name that is the subject of and heading for an entry in a dictionary, glossary, or encyclopedia, and is usu. set in boldface or another distinctive type; a headword or lemma.













entry wound

 
/ˈentrē ˌwo͞ond/






noun




a wound made by a bullet or other missile at the point where it entered the body.














entwine

 
/ənˈtwīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wind or twist together; interweave




•
 
they lay entwined in each other's arms




•
 


‹figurative›

 the nations' histories were closely entwined.














II.
 
derivatives





entwinement






noun





















enucleate

 
/əˈn(y)o͞oklēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 remove the nucleus from (a cell).




2.
 
surgically remove (a tumor or gland, or the eyeball) intact from its surrounding capsule.








II.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a cell) lacking a nucleus.








III.
 
derivatives





enucleation

 
/əˌn(y)o͞oklēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘clarify, explain’): from Latin 
enucleat-

 ‘extracted, made clear,’ from the verb 
enucleare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
nucleus

 ‘kernel’ (see nucleus
 ).





Enugu

 
/āˈno͞oɡo͞o/






an industrial city in southeastern Nigeria, capital of the state of Enugu; pop. 563,600 (est. 2005).









enumerable

 
/əˈn(y)o͞omərəb(ə)l/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 able to be counted by one-to-one correspondence with the set of all positive integers.













enumerate

 
/əˈn(y)o͞oməˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mention (a number of things) one by one




•
 
there is not space to enumerate all his works.










2.
 


‹formal›

 establish the number of




•
 
the 2000 census enumerated 10,493 households in the county.














II.
 
derivatives





enumerative

 
/əˈn(y)o͞omərədiv ēˈn(y)o͞omərədiv əˈn(y)o͞oməˌrādiv ēˈn(y)o͞oməˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
enumerat-

 ‘counted out,’ from the verb 
enumerare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
numerus

 ‘number.’





enumeration

 
/əˌn(y)o͞oməˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of mentioning a number of things one by one




•
 
the complete enumeration of all possible genetic states




•
 
it is not necessary to give an exhaustive enumeration of the circumstances.










2.
 


‹formal›

 the action of establishing the number of something




•
 
detailed enumeration of the income of the household




•
 
a complete enumeration of residents in the area.



















enumerator

 
/əˈn(y)o͞oməˌrādər/






noun




a person employed in taking a census of the population.













enunciate

 
/əˈnənsēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or pronounce clearly




•
 
she enunciated each word slowly.










2.
 
express (a proposition or theory) in clear or definite terms




•
 
a written document enunciating this policy.










3.
 
proclaim




•
 
a prophet enunciating the Lord's wisdom.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enunciation

 
/ēˌnənsēˈāSHən əˌnənsēˈāSHən /






noun













2.
 
enunciative

 
/ēˈnənsēədiv əˈnənsēədiv ēˈnənsēˌādiv əˈnənsēˌādiv /






adjective













3.
 
enunciator

 
/əˈnənsēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as 
enunciation

 ): from Latin 
enuntiat-

 ‘announced clearly,’ from the verb 
enuntiare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
nuntiare

 ‘announce’ (from 
nuntius

 ‘messenger’).





enuresis

 
/ˌenyəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 involuntary urination, especially by children at night.








II.
 
derivatives





enuretic

 
/ˌenyəˈredik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
enourein

 ‘urinate in,’ from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
ouron

 ‘urine.’





enurn

 
/inˈərn/





I.
 
verb




variant spelling of inurn
 .








II.
 
derivatives





enurnment






noun






















envelop

 
/ənˈveləp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrap up, cover, or surround completely




•
 
a figure 
enveloped in

 a black cloak




•
 


‹figurative›

 a feeling of despair enveloped him.










2.
 
(of troops) surround (an enemy force).








II.
 
derivatives





envelopment

 
/ənˈveləpmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
invelop(e)

 ): from Old French 
envoluper

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + a second element (also found in develop
 ) of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 
Envelop

 is a verb, stressed on the second syllable and meaning ‘wrap completely.’ The noun meaning ‘paper container for a letter’ is 
envelope

 , stressed on the first syllable.





envelope

 
/ˈenvəˌlōp ˈänvəˌlōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat paper container with a sealable flap, used to enclose a letter or document.




2.
 
a covering or containing structure or layer




•
 
the external envelope of the swimming pool.










3.
 
the outer metal or glass housing of a vacuum tube, electric light, etc.




4.
 
the structure within a balloon or nonrigid airship containing the gas.




5.
 


[Microbiology]

 a membrane forming the outer layer of certain viruses.




6.
 


[Electronics]

 a curve joining the successive peaks of a modulated wave.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 a curve or surface tangent to each of a family of curves or surfaces.




8.
 


[Astronomy]

 the nebulous covering of the head of a comet; coma.








II.
 
phrases





push the envelope








‹informal›

 approach or extend the limits of what is possible




•
 
these are extremely witty and clever stories that consistently push the envelope of TV comedy.







[originally aviation slang, relating to graphs of aerodynamic performance.]















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘wrapper, enveloping layer’): from French 
enveloppe

 , from 
envelopper

 ‘envelop.’ The sense ‘covering of a letter’ dates from the early 18th cent.





envenom

 
/ənˈvenəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 put poison on or into; make poisonous.











– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
invenom

 ): from Old French 
envenimer

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
venim

 ‘venom.’





envenomate

 
/ənˈvenəˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 (of a snake, scorpion, spider, or insect) poison by biting or stinging.








II.
 
derivatives





envenomation

 
/enˌvenəˈmāSHən /






noun





















Enver Pasha

 
/enˈver pəˈSHä/






(1881–1922), Turkish political and military leader. A leader of the Young Turks in 1908, he was part of a ruling triumvirate that followed a coup d'état in 1913.









enviable

 
/ˈenvēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




arousing or likely to arouse envy




•
 
an enviable reputation for academic achievement.














II.
 
derivatives





enviably

 
/ˈenvēəblē /






adverb





















envious

 
/ˈenvēəs/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing envy




•
 
I'm 
envious of

 their happiness




•
 
an envious glance.














II.
 
derivatives





enviously

 
/ˈenvēəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
envieus

 , from 
envie

 ‘envy,’ on the pattern of Latin 
invidiosus

 ‘invidious.’





enviro

 
/inˈvīrō enˈvīrō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an environmentalist




•
 
command-and-control solutions demanded by the more radical enviros.














II.
 
adjective




environmental




•
 
an enviro group that combats the committee's advocates for Western ranching, mining, and energy interests.

















– origin

 shortening.






environ

 
/ənˈvīrən, ənˈvī(ə)rn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 surround; enclose




•
 
the stone circle was environed by an expanse of peat soil.

















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
inviron

 ): from Old French 
environer

 , from 
environ

 ‘surroundings,’ from 
en

 ‘in’ + 
viron

 ‘circuit’ (from 
virer

 ‘to turn, veer’).





environment

 
/inˈvīrənmənt/






noun



1.
 
the surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or plant lives or operates.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — the setting or conditions in which a particular activity is carried on




•
 
a good learning environment.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 the overall structure within which a user, computer, or program operates




•
 
a desktop development environment.










4.
 
(
the environment

 )
 — the natural world, as a whole or in a particular geographical area, especially as affected by human activity.













environmental

 
/inˌvīrənˈmen(t)l/






adjective



1.
 
relating to the natural world and the impact of human activity on its condition




•
 
acid rain may have caused major environmental damage.










2.
 
aiming or designed to promote the protection of the natural world




•
 
environmental tourism.










3.
 
relating to or arising from a person's surroundings




•
 
environmental noise.



















environmental art






noun



1.
 
the production of artistic works intended to enhance or become part of an urban or other outdoor environment.




2.
 
the production of works of art by manipulation of the natural landscape.




3.
 
the production of works of art in the form of large installations or assemblages that surround the observer.













environmental audit






noun




an assessment of the extent to which an organization is observing practices that seek to minimize harm to the environment.













environmentalism

 
/ēnˌvīrənˈmen(t)əlizəm/






noun



1.
 
concern about and action aimed at protecting the environment




•
 
he claims to embrace modern environmentalism and an ecological approach.










2.
 
the theory that environment, as opposed to heredity, has the primary influence on the development of a person or group.













environmentalist

 
/inˌvīrənˈmen(t)ələst/






noun



1.
 
a person who is concerned with or advocates the protection of the environment.




2.
 
a person who considers that environment, as opposed to heredity, has the primary influence on the development of a person or group.













environmentally

 
/inˌvīrənˈmen(t)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the natural world and the impact of human activity on its condition




•
 
alternatives to environmentally damaging pesticides




•
 
measures designed to promote environmentally friendly farming




•
 
the village was suffering economically, socially, and environmentally.










2.
 
in a way that relates to a person's surroundings


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
environmentally speaking, it's a good job change for me.



















environmentally unfriendly






adjective




harmful to the environment




•
 
the water industry is badly affected by the environmentally unfriendly activities of others.




















environmental medicine






noun




a branch of medicine that studies environmental inputs and the individual's physical, mental, and emotional responses to them.













environment-friendly






adjective




another term for eco-friendly
 .













environs

 
/inˈvīrənz/





I.
 
plural noun




the surrounding area or district




•
 
the picturesque environs of the lake.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, plural of 
environ

 (see environ
 ).





envisage

 
/ənˈvizij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
contemplate or conceive of as a possibility or a desirable future event




•
 
the Rome Treaty envisaged free movement across frontiers.










2.
 
form a mental picture of (something not yet existing or known)




•
 
he knew what he liked but had difficulty envisaging it.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
envisager

 , from 
en-

 ‘in’ + 
visage

 ‘face.’





envision

 
/ənˈviZHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imagine as a future possibility; visualize




•
 
she envisioned the admiring glances of guests seeing her home.



















envoi

 
/ˈenˌvoi, ˈänˌvoi /

 
envoy





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short stanza concluding a ballade.




2.
 


‹literary›

 an author's concluding words.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
envoi

 , from 
envoyer

 ‘send’ (see envoy
 ).






envoy

 
/ˈenˌvoi ˈänˌvoi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a messenger or representative, especially one on a diplomatic mission.




2.
 
short for envoy extraordinary
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
envoyé

 , past participle of 
envoyer

 ‘send,’ from 
en voie

 ‘on the way,’ based on Latin 
via

 ‘way.’






envoy extraordinary






noun




a minister plenipotentiary, ranking below an ambassador and above a chargé d'affaires.














envy

 
/ˈenvē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of discontented or resentful longing aroused by someone else's possessions, qualities, or luck




•
 
she felt a twinge of envy for the people on board.










2.
 
(
the envy of

 )
 — a person or thing that inspires envy




•
 
their national health service is the envy of many in Europe.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
desire to have a quality, possession, or other desirable attribute belonging to (someone else)




•
 
he envied people who did not have to work on weekends




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I envy Jane her happiness.










2.
 
desire for oneself (something possessed or enjoyed by another)




•
 
a lifestyle that most of us would envy.














III.
 
derivatives





envier

 
/ˈenvēər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘hostility, enmity’): from Old French 
envie

 (noun), 
envier

 (verb), from Latin 
invidia

 , from 
invidere

 ‘regard maliciously, grudge,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
videre

 ‘to see.’





enwrap

 
/ənˈrap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrap; envelop




•
 
the book jacket enwraps a plain blue paper binding.










2.
 
engross or absorb (someone)




•
 
they were 
enwrapped in

 conversation.



















enwreathe

 
/ənˈrēT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be enwreathed

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 surround or envelop (something)




•
 
the lofty battlements, thickly enwreathed with ivy.




















enzootic

 
/ˌenzōˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a disease that regularly affects animals in a particular district or at a particular season.

Compare with epizootic
 , endemic
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from en-
 2
 ‘within’ + Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal’ + -ic
 .






enzyme

 
/ˈenzīm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance produced by a living organism that acts as a catalyst to bring about a specific biochemical reaction.

Most enzymes are proteins with large complex molecules whose action depends on their particular molecular shape. Some enzymes control reactions within cells and some, such as the enzymes involved in digestion, outside them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enzymatic

 
/ˌenzəˈmatik /






adjective













2.
 
enzymatically

 
/ˌenzəˈmatik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
enzymic

 
/enˈzīmik, -ˈzimik /






adjective













4.
 
enzymically

 
/enˈzīmik(ə)lē, -zim- /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from modern Greek 
enzumos

 ‘leavened,’ from 
en-

 ‘within’ + Greek 
zumē

 ‘leaven.’





enzymology

 
/ˌenzəˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biochemistry concerned with enzymes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
enzymological

 
/-məˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
enzymologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















EO






abbreviation




executive order.













e.o.






abbreviation




ex officio.













eo-





I.
 
combining form




early, primeval




•
 
eohippus.

















– origin

 from Greek, 
ēṓs

 , 'dawn.'.





Eocene

 
/ˈēəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the second epoch of the Tertiary period, between the Paleocene and Oligocene epochs.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Eocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Eocene epoch or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Eocene epoch lasted from 56.5 million to 35.4 million years ago. It was a time of rising temperatures, and there was an abundance of mammals, including the first horses, bats, and whales.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ēōs

 ‘dawn’ + 
kainos

 ‘new.’






eohippus

 
/ˌēōˈhipəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for hyracotherium
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ēōs

 ‘dawn’ + 
hippos

 ‘horse.’





eo ipso

 
/ˈē-ō ˈipsō, ˈā-ō/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 by that very act or quality; thereby




•
 
such a grand theory would eo ipso give an account of how we communicate using language.

















– origin

 Latin, ablative of 
id ipsum

 ‘the thing itself.’





eolian

 
/ēˈōlēən/






adjective




US variant spelling of aeolian
 .













eolith

 
/ˈēəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a roughly chipped flint found in Tertiary strata, originally thought to be an early artifact but probably of natural origin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ēōs

 ‘dawn’ + 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





Eolithic

 
/ˌēəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 
‹dated›

 of, relating to, or denoting a period at the beginning of the Stone Age, preceding the Paleolithic and characterized by the earliest crude stone tools.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Eolithic

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 
‹dated›

 the Eolithic period.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
éolithique

 , from Greek 
ēōs

 ‘dawn’ + 
lithikos

 (from 
lithos

 ‘stone’).





e.o.m.






abbreviation




end of the month.













eon

 
/ˈēən ˈēˌän /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 aeon





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
eons

 )


1.
 
an indefinite and very long period of time, often a period exaggerated for humorous or rhetorical effect




•
 
he reached the crag eons before I arrived




•
 
his eyes searched her face for what seemed like eons.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Geology]

 a unit of time equal to a billion years.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a major division of geological time, subdivided into eras




•
 
the Precambrian eon.










4.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in Neoplatonism, Platonism, and Gnosticism) a power existing from eternity; an emanation or phase of the supreme deity.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
aiōn

 ‘age.’






Eos

 
/ˈēəs ˈēˌäs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the Greek goddess of the dawn.

Roman equivalent Aurora
 2
 .









eosin

 
/ˈēəsən/





I.
 
noun




a red fluorescent dye that is a bromine derivative of fluorescein, or one of its salts or other derivatives.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ēōs

 ‘dawn’ + -in
 1
 .





eosinophil

 
/ˌēəˈsinəfil/






noun






[Physiology]

 a white blood cell containing granules that are readily stained by eosin.













eosinophilia

 
/ˌēəsinəˈfilēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 an increase in the number of eosinophils in the blood, occurring in response to some allergens, drugs, and parasites, and in some types of leukemia.













eosinophilic

 
/ˌēəsinəˈfilik/






adjective



1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a cell or its contents) readily stained by eosin.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or marked by eosinophilia.













EOT






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 end of tape.




2.
 


[Telecommunications]

 end of transmission.














-eous





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) resembling; displaying the nature of




•
 
aqueous




•
 
erroneous.

















– origin

 from the Latin suffix 
-eus

 + -ous
 .





EP






abbreviation



1.
 
electroplate.




2.
 
European Parliament.




3.
 
European plan.




4.
 
extended-play (of a record or compact disc)




•
 
an EP of remixes.










5.
 
extreme pressure (used in grading lubricants).













Ep.






abbreviation




Epistle.













e.p.






abbreviation






[Chess]

 en passant.













ep-






prefix




variant spelling of epi-
 before a vowel or 
h

 (as in 
eparch

 , 
ephemeral

 ).













EPA






abbreviation




Environmental Protection Agency.













epact

 
/ˈēpakt/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the number of days by which the solar year differs from the lunar year.




2.
 
the number of days into the moon's phase cycle at the beginning of the solar (calendar) year.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the age of the moon in days at the beginning of the calendar year): from French 
épacte

 , via late Latin from Greek 
epaktai (hēmerai

 ) ‘intercalated (days),’ from 
epagein

 ‘bring in,’ from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
agein

 ‘bring.’






eparch

 
/ˈepärk/





I.
 
noun




the chief bishop of an eparchy.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the governor of an administrative division of Greece): from Greek 
eparkhos

 , from 
epi

 ‘above’ + 
arkhos

 ‘ruler.’





eparchy

 
/ˈepˌärkē/





I.
 
noun




a province of the Orthodox Church.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
eparkhia

 , from 
eparkhos

 (see eparch
 ).





épater

 
/āˈpätā/





I.
 
verb

 — (in phrase 
épater les bourgeois

 )


1.
 
shock people who are conventional or complacent.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘startle, shock.’





epaulet

 
/ˈepəlet /

 
epaulette





I.
 
noun




an ornamental shoulder piece on an item of clothing, typically on the coat or jacket of a military uniform.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
épaulette

 , diminutive of 
épaule

 ‘shoulder,’ from Latin 
spatula

 in the late Latin sense ‘shoulder blade.’





epaxial

 
/eˈpaksēəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 situated on the dorsal side of an axis




•
 
epaxial muscles.



















epazote

 
/ˌepəˈzōtā/






noun




a pungent herb used in Latin-American cooking and for tea.













épée

 
/eˈpā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp-pointed dueling sword, designed for thrusting and used, with the end blunted, in fencing.




2.
 
the sport of fencing with an épée.








II.
 
derivatives





épéeist

 
/eˈpāəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, ‘sword,’ from Old French 
espee

 (see spay
 ).





epeirogeny

 
/ˌepīˈräjənē/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the regional uplift of an extensive area of the earth's crust.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epeirogenesis

 
/əˌpīrōˈjenəsəs /






noun













2.
 
epeirogenic

 
/iˌpīrōˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ēpeiros

 ‘mainland’ + -geny
 .





ependyma

 
/əˈpendəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the thin membrane of glial cells lining the ventricles of the brain and the central canal of the spinal cord.








II.
 
derivatives





ependymal






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ependuma

 , from 
ependuein

 ‘put on over.’





epenthesis

 
/əˈpenTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun




the insertion of a sound or letter within a word, e.g., the 
b

 in 
thimble

 .








II.
 
derivatives





epenthetic

 
/ˌepenˈTHetik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
epentithenai

 ‘insert,’ from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
en-

 ‘within’ + 
tithenai

 ‘to place.’





epergne

 
/iˈpərn, āˈpərn/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental centerpiece for a dining table, typically used for holding fruit or flowers.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps an altered form of French 
épargne

 ‘saving, economy.’





epexegesis

 
/eˌpeksəˈjēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the addition of words to clarify meaning.




2.
 
words added for the purpose of clarifying meaning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epexegetic

 
/-ˈjetik /






adjective













2.
 
epexegetical

 
/-ˈjetikəl /






adjective













3.
 
epexegetically

 
/-ˈjetik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
epexēgēsis

 , from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
exēgēsis

 ‘explanation’ (see exegesis
 ).





Eph.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Ephesians.













ephah

 
/ˈēfə, ˈefä/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Hebrew dry measure equivalent to a bushel (35 l).











– origin

 from Hebrew 
῾ēp̱āh

 , probably from Egyptian.






ephebe

 
/ˈefēb əˈfēb/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece) a young man of 18–20 years undergoing military training.








II.
 
derivatives





ephebic

 
/iˈfēbik, eˈfēbik /






adjective



















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
ephēbos

 ‘adolescent boy,’ from 
epi

 ‘near to’ + 
hēbē

 ‘early manhood.’





ephebophile

 
/əˈfēbōˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




an adult who is sexually attracted to adolescents.








II.
 
derivatives





ephebophilia






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
ephēbos

 ‘adolescent boy’ (see ephebe
 ) + -phile
 .






ephedra

 
/əˈfedrə, ˈefidrə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub of warm, arid regions that has trailing or climbing stems and tiny, scalelike leaves. Some kinds are a source of ephedrine and are used medicinally.

[Family 
Ephedraceae

 and genus 
Ephedra

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, ‘equisetum,’ literally ‘horse tail’ (which it resembles), from Greek 
ephedra

 , equivalent to 
hippouris

 ,‘horse tail.’






ephedrine

 
/əˈfedrən ˈefədrən ˈefəˌdrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a crystalline alkaloid drug obtained from some ephedras. It causes constriction of the blood vessels and widening of the bronchial passages and is used to relieve asthma and hay fever.

[Alternative name: 
1-phenyl-2-methylaminopropanol

 ; chem. formula: C10
 H15
 NO.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ephedra
 + -ine
 4
 .






ephemera

 
/əˈfem(ə)rə/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
things that exist or are used or enjoyed for only a short time.




2.
 
items of collectible memorabilia, typically written or printed ones, that were originally expected to have only short-term usefulness or popularity




•
 
Mickey Mouse ephemera.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: plural of ephemeron
 . Current use has been influenced by plurals such as 
trivia

 and 
memorabilia

 .





ephemeral

 
/əˈfem(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lasting for a very short time




•
 
fashions are ephemeral.










2.
 
(chiefly of plants) having a very short life cycle.








II.
 
noun




an ephemeral plant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ephemerality

 
/əˌfem(ə)ˈralədē /






noun













2.
 
ephemerally






adverb













3.
 
ephemeralness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
ephēmeros

 (see ephemera
 ) + -al
 .





ephemeris

 
/əˈfem(ə)rəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 a table or data file giving the calculated positions of a celestial object at regular intervals throughout a period.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 a book or set of such tables or files.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
ephēmeros

 ‘lasting only a day.’





ephemeris time






noun




time on a scale defined by the orbital period rather than the axial rotation of the earth.














ephemeron

 
/iˈfeməˌrän/





I.
 
noun




an insect that lives only for a day or a few days.











– origin

 from Greek, neuter of 
ephēmeros

 ‘lasting only a day.’





Ephemeroptera

 
/əˌfeməˈräptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the mayflies.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
ephemeroptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Ephemeroptera

 ; mayflies.




III.
 
derivatives





ephemeropteran

 
/-tərən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
Ephemera

 (genus name) + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





Ephesians

 
/iˈfēZHəns/






a book of the New Testament ascribed to St. Paul, consisting of an epistle to the Church at Ephesus.









Ephesus

 
/ˈefəsəs/






an ancient Greek city on the western coast of Asia Minor, in modern Turkey, site of the temple of Diana. It is an important center of early Christianity. St. Paul preached here, and St. John is said to have lived here.









ephod

 
/ˈefäd ˈēfäd/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Israel) a sleeveless garment worn by Jewish priests.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Hebrew 
῾ēp̱ōḏ

 .





ephor

 
/ˈefôr ˈefər/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece) one of five senior Spartan magistrates.








II.
 
derivatives





ephorate

 
/ˈefəˌrāt, ˈefərit /






noun



















– origin

 from Greek 
ephoros

 ‘overseer,’ from 
epi

 ‘above’ + the base of 
horan

 ‘see.’





ephyra

 
/ˈefərə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a larval jellyfish, after it has separated from the scyphistoma.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
Ephura

 , denoting a Nereid and an Oceanid.






epi-

 
ep-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
on; upon




•
 
epicycle




•
 
epigraph.










2.
 
above




•
 
epicotyl




•
 
epicontinental.










3.
 
in addition




•
 
epigenesis




•
 
epiphenomenon.

















– origin

 from Greek 
epi

 ‘upon, near to, in addition.’





epibenthos

 
/ˌepəˈbenTHäs/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 the flora and fauna living on the surface of the bottom of a sea or lake.








II.
 
derivatives





epibenthic

 
/-ˈbenTHik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
benthos

 ‘depth of the sea.’





epiblast

 
/ˈepəˌblast/






noun






[Embryology]

 the outermost layer of an embryo before it differentiates into ectoderm and mesoderm.













epic

 
/ˈepik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long poem, typically one derived from ancient oral tradition, narrating the deeds and adventures of heroic or legendary figures or the history of a nation.




2.
 
the genre of epic poems




•
 
the romances display gentler emotions not found in Greek epic.










3.
 
a long film, book, or other work portraying heroic deeds and adventures or covering an extended period of time




•
 
a Hollywood biblical epic.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of an epic or epics




•
 
England's national epic poem 
Beowulf

 .










2.
 
heroic or grand in scale or character




•
 
his epic journey around the world




•
 
a tragedy of epic proportions.










3.
 


‹informal›

 particularly impressive or remarkable




•
 
the gig last night was epic




•
 
these CEOs are paid salaries and bonuses in the millions despite their epic failures.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epical






adjective













2.
 
epically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective): via Latin from Greek 
epikos

 , from 
epos

 ‘word, song,’ related to 
eipein

 ‘say.’





epicanthic

 
/ˌepəˈkanTHik/






adjective




denoting a fold of skin from the upper eyelid covering the inner angle of the eye, typical in many peoples of eastern Asia and found as a congenital abnormality elsewhere.













epicardium

 
/ˌepəˈkärdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a serous membrane that forms the innermost layer of the pericardium and the outer surface of the heart.








II.
 
derivatives





epicardial

 
/-dēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘above’ + Greek 
kardia

 ‘heart,’ on the pattern of 
pericardium

 .





epicedium

 
/ˌepəˈsēdēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a funeral ode.








II.
 
derivatives





epicedian

 
/-dēən /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the anglicized form 
epicede

 and the Greek form 
epicedeon

 ): from Latin, from Greek 
epikēdeion

 , neuter of 
epokēdeios

 ‘of a funeral’ (based on 
kēdos

 ‘care, grief’).





epicene

 
/ˈepəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having characteristics of both sexes or no characteristics of either sex; of indeterminate sex




•
 
the sort of epicene beauty peculiar to boys of a certain age.










2.
 
effeminate; effete




•
 
the actor infused the role with an epicene languor.














II.
 
noun




an epicene person.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a grammatical term): via late Latin from Greek 
epikoinos

 (based on 
koinos

 ‘common’).






epicenter

 
/ˈepəˌsen(t)ər /

 


‹Brit.›

 epicentre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point on the earth's surface vertically above the focus of an earthquake.




2.
 
the central point of something, typically a difficult or unpleasant situation




•
 
the patient was at the epicenter of concern.














II.
 
derivatives





epicentral

 
/ˌepiˈsentrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
epikentros

 ‘situated on a center,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
kentron

 ‘center.’





epicondyle

 
/ˌepiˈkänˌdīl, -ˈkändl/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a protuberance above or on the condyle of a long bone, especially either of the two at the elbow end of the humerus.








II.
 
derivatives





epicondylar

 
/-ˈkändl-ər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
épicondyle

 , modern Latin 
epicondylus

 (see epi-
 , condyle
 ).





epicondylitis

 
/ˌepiˌkändīˈlītis, -ˌkändlˈītis/






noun






[Medicine]

 a painful inflammation of tendons surrounding an epicondyle.













epicontinental

 
/ˌepəkän(t)əˈnen(t)l/






adjective




denoting those areas of sea or ocean overlying the continental shelf.













epicormic

 
/ˌepiˈkôrmik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a shoot or branch) growing from a previously dormant bud on the trunk or a limb of a tree.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
kormos

 ‘tree trunk.’





epicotyl

 
/ˌepəˈkädl/






noun






[Botany]

 the region of an embryo or seedling stem above the cotyledon.














epicritic

 
/ˌepəˈkridik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting those sensory nerve fibers of the skin that are capable of fine discrimination of touch or temperature stimuli.

Often contrasted with protopathic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
epikritikos

 ‘giving judgment over,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon or over’ + 
krinein

 ‘to judge.’





Epictetus

 
/ˌepəkˈtēdəs/






(
c.

 
AD

 55–
c.

 135), Greek philosopher. He preached the common brotherhood of man and advocated a Stoic philosophy.









epicure

 
/ˈepəˌkyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes particular pleasure in fine food and drink.








II.
 
derivatives





epicurism

 
/ˈepəˌkyo͝oˌrizəm ˌepəˈkyo͝oˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a disciple of Epicurus
 ): via medieval Latin from Greek 
Epikouros

 ‘Epicurus.’





Epicurean

 
/ˌepəkyəˈrēən ˌepəˈkyo͝orēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disciple or student of the Greek philosopher Epicurus.




2.
 
(
epicurean

 )
 — a person devoted to sensual enjoyment, especially that derived from fine food and drink.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning Epicurus or his ideas




•
 
Epicurean philosophers.










2.
 
(
epicurean

 )
 — relating to or suitable for an epicure




•
 
epicurean feasts.



















Epicureanism

 
/ˌepəkyəˈrēəˌnizəm ˌepəˈkyo͝orēəˌnizəm /ˌepəkyəˈrēəˌnizəm ˌepəˈkyo͝orēəˌnizəm//






noun




an ancient school of philosophy founded in Athens by Epicurus. The school rejected determinism and advocated hedonism (pleasure as the highest good), but of a restrained kind: mental pleasure was regarded more highly than physical, and the ultimate pleasure was held to be freedom from anxiety and mental pain, especially that arising from needless fear of death and of the gods.














Epicurus

 
/ˌepəˈkyo͝orəs/






(341–270 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher, founder of Epicureanism. His physics is based on Democritus' theory of a materialist universe composed of indestructible atoms moving in a void, unregulated by divine providence.









epicuticle

 
/ˌepēˈkyo͞odik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the thin, waxy, protective outer layer covering the surfaces of some plants, fungi, insects, and other arthropods.








II.
 
derivatives





epicuticular

 
/-kyo͞oˈtikyələr /






adjective





















epicycle

 
/ˈepəˌsīk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a small circle whose center moves around the circumference of a larger one.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 
‹historical›

 an epicycle used to describe planetary orbits in the Ptolemaic system.








II.
 
derivatives





epicyclic

 
/ˌepiˈsīklik, ˈepi- /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or via late Latin from Greek 
epikuklos

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’





epicycloid

 
/ˌepəˈsīkloid/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a curve traced by a point on the circumference of a circle rolling on the exterior of another circle.








II.
 
derivatives





epicycloidal

 
/ˌepəˌsīˈkloidl /






adjective





















epideictic

 
/ˌepəˈdīktik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 characterized by or designed to display rhetorical or oratorical skill.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
epideiktikos

 (based on 
deiknunai

 ‘to show’).






epidemic

 
/ˌepəˈdemik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widespread occurrence of an infectious disease in a community at a particular time




•
 
a flu epidemic.










2.
 
a disease occurring in such a way.




3.
 
a sudden, widespread occurrence of a particular undesirable phenomenon




•
 
an epidemic of violent crime.














II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or of the nature of an epidemic




•
 
shoplifting has reached epidemic proportions.







Compare with endemic
 , pandemic
 , epizootic
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
épidémique

 , from 
épidémie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
epidēmia

 ‘prevalence of disease,’ from 
epidēmios

 ‘prevalent,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
dēmos

 ‘the people.’ / 
usage:

 A disease that quickly and severely affects a large number of people and then subsides is an 
epidemic

 : throughout the Middle Ages, successive epidemics of the plague killed millions. 
Epidemic

 is also used as an adjective: she studied the causes of epidemic cholera. A disease that is continually present in an area and affects a relatively small number of people is 
endemic

 : malaria is 
endemic in

 (or 
to

 ) hot, moist climates. A 
pandemic

 is a widespread epidemic that may affect entire continents or even the world: the pandemic of 1918 ushered in a period of frequent epidemics of gradually diminishing severity. Thus, from an epidemiologist's point of view, the Black Death in Europe and AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa are pandemics rather than epidemics.





epidemiological

 
/ˌepəˌdēmēəˈläjəkəl /

 
epidemiologic






adjective




relating to the branch of medicine which deals with the incidence, distribution, and control of diseases




•
 
epidemiological studies of the effect of pesticides on humans.



















epidemiologist

 
/ˌepəˌdēmēˈäləjəst/






noun




a person who studies or is an expert in the branch of medicine which deals with the incidence, distribution, and possible control of diseases




•
 
epidemiologists are warning of a new pandemic.



















epidemiology

 
/ˌepəˌdēmēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine that deals with the incidence, distribution, and possible control of diseases and other factors relating to health.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
epidēmia

 ‘prevalence of disease’ + -logy
 .





epidermal growth factor

 
EGF





I.
 
noun




a mitogenic protein thought to be involved in such physical processes as normal cell growth, wound healing, and the formation of tumors.











– origin

 First observed in 1959.






epidermis

 
/ˌepəˈdərməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the outer layer of cells covering an organism, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 the surface epithelium of the skin of an animal, overlying the dermis.




3.
 


[Biology]

 
[Botany]

 the outer layer of tissue in a plant, except where it is replaced by periderm.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epidermal

 
/ˌepəˈdərm(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
epidermic

 
/-ˈdərmik /






adjective













3.
 
epidermoid

 
/-ˈdərˌmoid /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
derma

 ‘skin.’





epidermolysis

 
/ˌepidərˈmäləsis /

 
epidermolysis bullosa






noun






[Medicine]

 loosening of the epidermis, with extensive blistering of the skin and mucous membranes, occurring either after injury, or as a spontaneous and potentially dangerous condition, particularly in children.













epidiascope

 
/ˌepəˈdīəskōp/





I.
 
noun




an optical projector capable of giving images of both opaque and transparent objects.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from epi-
 + dia-
 + -scope
 .





epididymis

 
/ˌepəˈdidəməs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a highly convoluted duct behind the testis, along which sperm passes to the vas deferens.








II.
 
derivatives





epididymal

 
/-məl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
epididumis

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
didumos

 ‘testicle’ (from 
duo

 ‘two’).





epidote

 
/ˈepəˌdōt/





I.
 
noun




a lustrous yellow-green crystalline mineral, common in metamorphic rocks. It consists of a hydroxyl silicate of calcium, aluminum, and iron.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
épidote

 , from Greek 
epididonai

 ‘give additionally’ (because of the length of the crystals).






epidural

 
/ˌepəˈd(y)o͝orəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 on or around the dura mater, in particular (of an anesthetic) introduced into the space around the dura mater of the spinal cord.








II.
 
noun




an epidural anesthetic, used especially in childbirth to produce loss of sensation below the waist.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + dura
 1
 + -al
 .






epifauna

 
/ˈepəˌfônə/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 animals living on the surface of the seabed or a riverbed, or attached to submerged objects or aquatic animals or plants.

Compare with infauna
 .








II.
 
derivatives





epifaunal

 
/-ˈfônl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + fauna
 .





epifluorescence

 
/ˌepəflo͝oˈresəns/






noun






[Optics]

 the fluorescence of an object in an optical microscope when irradiated from the viewing side.













epigastrium

 
/ˌepəˈɡastrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the upper abdomen immediately over the stomach.








II.
 
derivatives





epigastric

 
/ˌepəˈɡastrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
epigastrion

 , neuter of 
epigastrios

 ‘over the belly,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
gastēr

 ‘belly.’






epigeal

 
/ˌepəˈjēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 growing on or close to the ground.

Compare with hypogeal
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of seed germination) with one or more seed leaves appearing above the ground.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
epigeios

 (from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
gē

 ‘earth’) + -al
 .





epigene

 
/ˈepəˌjēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 taking place or produced on the surface of the earth.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
épigène

 , from Greek 
epigenēs

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
genēs

 (see -gen
 ).






epigenesis

 
/ˌepəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the theory, now generally held, that an embryo develops progressively from an undifferentiated egg cell.

Often contrasted with preformation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





epigenesist

 
/-sist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from epi-
 ‘in addition’ + genesis
 .





epigenetic

 
/ˌepəjəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 relating to or arising from nongenetic influences on gene expression




•
 
epigenetic carcinogens.










2.
 
of, relating to, or of the nature of epigenesis.




3.
 


[Geology]

 formed later than the surrounding or underlying rock formation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epigenetically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
epigeneticist

 
/-ˈnetisist /






noun





















epigenetics

 
/ˌepəjəˈnediks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 the study of changes in organisms caused by modification of gene expression rather than alteration of the genetic code itself




•
 
epigenetics has transformed the way we think about genomes.



















epiglottis

 
/ˌepəˈɡlädəs/





I.
 
noun




a flap of cartilage at the root of the tongue, which is depressed during swallowing to cover the opening of the windpipe.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epiglottal

 
/-ˈɡlätl /






adjective













2.
 
epiglottic

 
/ˌepəˈɡlädik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Greek 
epiglōttis

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon, near to’ + 
glōtta

 ‘tongue.’





epigone

 
/ˈepəˌɡōn/





I.
 
noun




a less distinguished follower or imitator of someone, especially an artist or philosopher




•
 
the epigone's habit of exaggerating his master's voice.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: plurals from French 
épigones

 and Latin 
epigoni

 , from Greek 
epigonoi

 ‘those born afterward’ (based on 
gignesthai

 ‘be born’).






epigram

 
/ˈepəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pithy saying or remark expressing an idea in a clever and amusing way.




2.
 
a short poem, especially a satirical one, having a witty or ingenious ending.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epigrammatist

 
/ˌepəˈɡramədəst /






noun













2.
 
epigrammatize

 
/ˌepəˈɡraməˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
épigramme

 , or Latin 
epigramma

 , from Greek, from 
epi

 ‘upon, in addition’ + 
gramma

 (see -gram
 1
 ).





epigrammatic

 
/ˌepəɡrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature or in the style of an epigram; concise, clever, and amusing




•
 
an epigrammatic style.














II.
 
derivatives





epigrammatically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
epigrammaticus

 , from Latin 
epigramma

 (see epigram
 ).






epigraph

 
/ˈepəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inscription on a building, statue, or coin.




2.
 
a short quotation or saying at the beginning of a book or chapter, intended to suggest its theme.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the heading of a document or letter): from Greek 
epigraphē

 , from 
epigraphein

 ‘write on.’





epigraphy

 
/əˈpiɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study and interpretation of ancient inscriptions.




2.
 
epigraphs collectively.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epigrapher






noun













2.
 
epigraphic

 
/ˌepəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
epigraphical

 
/ˌepiˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
epigraphically

 
/ˌepiˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb













5.
 
epigraphist

 
/əˈpiɡrəfəst /






noun






















epigynous

 
/əˈpijənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or flower) having the ovary enclosed in the receptacle, with the stamens and other floral parts situated above.

Compare with hypogynous
 , perigynous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





epigyny

 
/iˈpijənē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
epigynus

 , from epi-
 ‘upon, above’ + Greek 
gunē

 ‘woman’ + -ous
 .





epilation

 
/ˌepəˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the removal of hair by the roots.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epilate

 
/ˈepəˌlāt /






verb













2.
 
epilator

 
/ˈepəˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
épiler

 , from 
é-

 (expressing removal) + Latin 
pilus

 ‘strand of hair,’ on the pattern of 
depilation

 .






epilepsy

 
/ˈepəˌlepsē/





I.
 
noun




a neurological disorder marked by sudden recurrent episodes of sensory disturbance, loss of consciousness, or convulsions, associated with abnormal electrical activity in the brain.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
épilepsie

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
epilēpsia

 , from 
epilambanein

 ‘seize, attack,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
lambanein

 ‘take hold of.’





epileptic

 
/ˌepəˈleptik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or having epilepsy




•
 
he had an epileptic fit.














II.
 
noun




a person who has epilepsy.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
épileptique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
epilēptikos

 , from 
epilēpsia

 (see epilepsy
 ).





epileptogenic

 
/ˌepəˌleptəˈjenik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 capable of causing an epileptic attack.













epilimnion

 
/ˌepəˈlimnēˌän, -nēən/





I.
 
noun




the upper layer of water in a stratified lake.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from epi-
 ‘above’ + Greek 
limnion

 (diminutive of 
limnē

 ‘lake’).





epilithic

 
/ˌepəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) growing on the surface of rock.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -ic
 .





epilogue

 
/ˈepəˌlôɡ ˈepəˌläɡ /

 
epilog





I.
 
noun




a section or speech at the end of a book or play that serves as a comment on or a conclusion to what has happened.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
épilogue

 , via Latin from Greek 
epilogos

 , from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
logos

 ‘speech.’





epimer

 
/ˈepəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two isomers with different configurations of atoms around one of several asymmetric carbon atoms present.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epimeric

 
/ˌepəˈmerik /






adjective













2.
 
epimerism

 
/-ˌrizəm /






noun





















epimerize

 
/ˈepəməˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 convert from one epimeric form into the other.













epimeron

 
/ˌepəˈmi(ə)rˌän, iˈpiməˌrän/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 (in insects) the posterior part of the sidewall of a thoracic segment.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘near’ + Greek 
mēros

 ‘thigh.’





epimysium

 
/ˌepəˈmizēəm, -ˈmiZHēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a sheath of fibrous elastic tissue surrounding a muscle.











– origin

 modern Latin, from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
mus

 ‘muscle.’






epinephrine

 
/ˌepəˈnefrən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for adrenaline
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘above’ + Greek 
nephros

 ‘kidney’ + -ine
 4
 .





epiphany

 
/əˈpifənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi (Matthew 2:1–12).




2.
 
the festival commemorating the Epiphany on January 6.




3.
 
a manifestation of a divine or supernatural being.




4.
 
a moment of sudden revelation or insight.








II.
 
derivatives





epiphanic

 
/ˌepəˈfanik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Greek 
epiphainein

 ‘reveal.’ The sense relating to the Christian festival is via Old French 
epiphanie

 and ecclesiastical Latin 
epiphania

 .





epiphenomenon

 
/ˌepēfəˈnämənän ˌepēfəˈnämənən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a secondary effect or byproduct that arises from but does not causally influence a process, in particular




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a secondary symptom, occurring simultaneously with a disease or condition but not directly related to it.




3.
 
a mental state regarded as a byproduct of brain activity.








II.
 
derivatives





epiphenomenal

 
/-ˈnämənl /






adjective





















epiphora

 
/əˈpifərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 excessive watering of the eye.




2.
 


[Rhetoric]

 another term for epistrophe
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear or carry.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





epiphyllum

 
/ˌepəˈfiləm/





I.
 
noun




a cactus with flattened stems and large, fragrant red or yellow flowers.

[Genus 
Epiphyllum

 , family 
Cactaceae

 : several species, in particular the night-flowering cactus (
E. hookeri

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’






epiphysis

 
/əˈpifəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the end part of a long bone, initially growing separately from the shaft.

Compare with diaphysis
 .




2.
 
another term for pineal
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
epiphusis

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon, in addition’ + 
phusis

 ‘growth.’





epiphyte

 
/ˈepəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that grows on another plant but is not parasitic, such as the numerous ferns, bromeliads, air plants, and orchids growing on tree trunks in tropical rain forests.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epiphytal

 
/ˌepəˈfītl /






adjective













2.
 
epiphytic

 
/ˌepəˈfidik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘in addition’ + Greek 
phuton

 ‘plant.’





EPIRB






abbreviation




emergency position-indicating radio beacon.














Epirus

 
/əˈpīrəs/





I.
 
a coastal region in northwestern Greece; capital, Ioánnina.

Greek name Ipiros
 .




II.
 
an ancient country that included the modern region of Epirus and extended north to Illyria and east to Macedonia and Thessaly.









Epis.






abbreviation



1.
 
Episcopal.




2.
 
Episcopalian.




3.
 
Epistle.













Episc.






abbreviation



1.
 
Episcopal.




2.
 
Episcopalian.













episcopacy

 
/əˈpiskəpəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
government of a church by bishops.




2.
 
(
the episcopacy

 )
 — the bishops of a region or church collectively.




3.
 
another term for episcopate
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
episcopatus

 ‘episcopate,’ on the pattern of 
prelacy

 .





episcopal

 
/əˈpiskəpəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a bishop or bishops




•
 
episcopal power.










2.
 
(of a church) governed by or having bishops.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
episcopalism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
episcopally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
épiscopal

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
episcopalis

 , from 
episcopus

 ‘bishop,’ from Greek 
episkopos

 ‘overseer’ (see bishop
 ).





Episcopal Church

 
/əˈpiskəpəl ēˈpiskəpəl CHərCH/






the Anglican Church in the US and Scotland.









episcopalian

 
/əˌpiskəˈpālēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or advocating government of a church by bishops.




2.
 
of or belonging to an episcopal church.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an adherent of episcopacy.




2.
 
(
Episcopalian

 )
 — a member of the Episcopal Church.








III.
 
derivatives





episcopalianism

 
/əˌpiskəˈpālyəˌnizəm /






noun






















episcopate

 
/əˈpiskəpət əˈpiskəˌpāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office or term of office of a bishop.




2.
 
(
the episcopate

 )
 — the bishops of a church or region collectively.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
episcopatus

 ‘made a bishop,’ from 
episcopus

 ‘bishop,’ from Greek 
episkopos

 ‘overseer’ (see bishop
 ).





episcope

 
/ˈepəˌskōp/






noun




an optical projector that gives images of opaque objects.













episematic

 
/ˌepəsəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of coloration or markings) serving to help animals recognize other individuals of the same species.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
sēma

 ‘sign’ + -atic
 .





episiotomy

 
/iˌpēzēˈädəmē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical cut made at the opening of the vagina during childbirth, to aid a difficult delivery and prevent rupture of tissues.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
epision

 ‘pubic region’ + -tomy
 .





episode

 
/ˈepəˌsōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event or a group of events occurring as part of a larger sequence; an incident or period considered in isolation




•
 
the latest episode in the feud.










2.
 
each of the separate installments into which a serialized story or radio or television program is divided.




3.
 
a finite period in which someone is affected by a specified illness




•
 
acute psychotic episodes.










4.
 


[Music]

 a passage containing distinct material or introducing a new subject.




5.
 
a section between two choric songs in Greek tragedy.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a section between two choric songs in Greek tragedy): from Greek 
epeisodion

 , neuter of 
epeisodios

 ‘coming in besides,’ from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
eisodos

 ‘entry’ (from 
eis

 ‘into’ + 
hodos

 ‘way’).





episodic

 
/ˌepəˈsädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or consisting of a series of loosely connected parts or events




•
 
an episodic narrative.










2.
 
occurring occasionally and at irregular intervals




•
 
volcanic activity is highly episodic in nature.










3.
 
(of a television or radio program or magazine story) broadcast or published as a series of installments.








II.
 
derivatives





episodically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb






















episome

 
/ˈepəˌsōm/






noun






[Microbiology]

 a genetic element inside some bacterial cells, especially the DNA of some bacteriophages, that can replicate independently of the host and also in association with a chromosome with which it becomes integrated.

Compare with plasmid
 .













Epist.






abbreviation




Epistle.













epistasis

 
/əˈpistəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 the interaction of genes that are not alleles, in particular the suppression of the effect of one such gene by another.








II.
 
derivatives





epistatic

 
/ˌepiˈstatik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘stoppage,’ from 
ephistanai

 ‘to stop.’





epistaxis

 
/ˌepəˈstaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 bleeding from the nose.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
epistazein

 ‘bleed from the nose,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon, in addition’ + 
stazein

 ‘to drip.’





epistemic

 
/ˌepəˈstemik, ˌepəˈstēmik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to knowledge or to the degree of its validation.








II.
 
derivatives





epistemically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
epistēmē

 ‘knowledge’ (see epistemology
 ) + -ic
 .





epistemological

 
/iˌpistəməˈläjəkəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 relating to the theory of knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, and scope, and the distinction between justified belief and opinion




•
 
what epistemological foundation is there for such an artificial discrimination?














II.
 
derivatives





epistemologically

 
/iˌpistəməˈläjəklē /






adverb






















epistemology

 
/əˌpistəˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the theory of knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, and scope. Epistemology is the investigation of what distinguishes justified belief from opinion.








II.
 
derivatives





epistemologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
epistēmē

 ‘knowledge,’ from 
epistasthai

 ‘know, know how to do.’





episternum

 
/ˌepəˈstərnəm/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a bone between the clavicles, especially (in mammals) the upper part of the sternum.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Entomology]

 (in insects) the anterior part of the sidewall of a thoracic segment.














epistle

 
/əˈpisəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 a letter.




2.
 


‹formal›

 a poem or other literary work in the form of a letter or series of letters.




3.
 
(also 
Epistle

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 a book of the New Testament in the form of a letter from an Apostle




•
 
St. Paul's epistle to the Romans.










4.
 


‹formal›

 an extract from an Epistle (or another New Testament book not a Gospel) that is read in a church service.











– origin

 Old English, via Latin from Greek 
epistolē

 , from 
epistellein

 ‘send news,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon, in addition’ + 
stellein

 ‘send.’ The word was reintroduced in Middle English from Old French.





epistolary

 
/əˈpistəˌlerē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the writing of letters or literary works in the form of letters




•
 
an epistolary novel.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
épistolaire

 or Latin 
epistolaris

 , from 
epistola

 (see epistle
 ).






epistrophe

 
/əˈpistrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 the repetition of a word at the end of successive clauses or sentences.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
epistrophē

 , from 
epistrephein

 ‘to turn around,’ from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
strephein

 ‘to turn.’





epistyle

 
/ˈepəˌstīl/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 an architrave.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the Latin form 
epistylium

 ): from French 
épistyle

 or via Latin, from Greek 
epistulion

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
stulos

 ‘pillar.’





epitaph

 
/ˈepəˌtaf/





I.
 
noun




a phrase or statement written in memory of a person who has died, especially as an inscription on a tombstone.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
epitaphe

 , via Latin from Greek 
epitaphion

 ‘funeral oration,’ neuter of 
ephitaphios

 ‘over or at a tomb,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
taphos

 ‘tomb.’





epitaxy

 
/ˈepəˌtaksē/





I.
 
noun






[Crystallography]

 the natural or artificial growth of crystals on a crystalline substrate determining their orientation.








II.
 
derivatives





epitaxial

 
/ˌepəˈtaksēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from French 
épitaxie

 , from Greek 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
taxis

 ‘arrangement.’






epithalamium

 
/ˌepəTHəˈlāmēəm /

 
epithalamion





I.
 
noun




a song or poem celebrating a marriage.








II.
 
derivatives





epithalamic

 
/-ˈlamik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
epithalamion

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
thalamos

 ‘bridal chamber.’





epithalamus

 
/ˌepəˈTHaləməs ˌepēˈTHaləməs/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a part of the dorsal forebrain including the pineal gland and a region in the roof of the third ventricle of the brain.













epithelial

 
/ˌepəˈTHēlēəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the thin tissue forming the outer layer of a body's surface and lining the alimentary canal and other hollow structures




•
 
the epithelial cells lining the gut




•
 
ovarian epithelial tumors.



















epithelialize

 
/ˌepəˈTHēlēəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 & no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or become covered with epithelial tissue, e.g. during the healing of a wound.








II.
 
derivatives





epithelialization

 
/ˌepəˌTHēlēəliˈzāSHən /






noun






















epithelium

 
/ˌepəˈTHēlēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the thin tissue forming the outer layer of a body's surface and lining the alimentary canal and other hollow structures.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the part of the epithelium derived from embryonic ectoderm and endoderm, as distinct from endothelium and mesothelium.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from epi-
 ‘above’ + Greek 
thēlē

 ‘teat.’





epithet

 
/ˈepəˌTHet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an adjective or descriptive phrase expressing a quality characteristic of the person or thing mentioned




•
 
old men are often unfairly awarded the epithet “dirty.”










2.
 
an epithet as a term of abuse




•
 
the woman begins to hurl racial epithets at them.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
epithetic

 
/epəˈTHetik /






adjective













2.
 
epithetical

 
/epəˈTHetikəl /






adjective













3.
 
epithetically

 
/epəˈTHetik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
épithète

 , or via Latin from Greek 
epitheton

 , neuter of 
epithetos

 ‘attributed,’ from 
epitithenai

 ‘add,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
tithenai

 ‘to place.’





epitome

 
/əˈpidəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the epitome of

 )
 — a person or thing that is a perfect example of a particular quality or type




•
 
she looked the epitome of elegance and good taste.










2.
 
a summary of a written work; an abstract.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing representing something else in miniature.








II.
 
derivatives





epitomist

 
/əˈpidəməst /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
epitomē

 , from 
epitemnein

 ‘abridge,’ from 
epi

 ‘in addition’ + 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’





epitomize

 
/əˈpidəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a perfect example of




•
 
Hearst's newspapers epitomized bare-knuckle yellow journalism.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 give a summary of (a written work).








II.
 
derivatives





epitomization

 
/iˌpitəmiˈzāSHən /






noun






















epitope

 
/ˈepəˌtōp/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the part of an antigen molecule to which an antibody attaches itself.

Also called antigenic determinant
 .











– origin

 1960s: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
topos

 ‘place.’





epizoic

 
/ˌepiˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant or animal) growing or living nonparasitically on the exterior of a living animal.








II.
 
derivatives





epizoite

 
/ˌepiˈzō-īt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal’ + -ic
 .





epizoon

 
/ˌepəˈzōän/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal that lives on the body of another animal, especially as a parasite.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from epi-
 ‘upon’ + Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal.’






epizootic

 
/ˌepəzōˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a disease that is temporarily prevalent and widespread in an animal population.

Compare with enzootic
 , epidemic
 .








II.
 
noun




an outbreak of an epizootic disease.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
épizootique

 , from 
épizootie

 , from Greek 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





e pluribus unum

 
/ˌē ˌplo͝orəbəs ˈ(y)o͞onəm/






noun




out of many, one (the motto of the US).













EPNS






abbreviation




electroplated nickel silver.













EPO






abbreviation




erythropoietin, especially when isolated as a drug for medical use or for illegal use by athletes.













epoch

 
/ˈepək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of time in history or a person's life, typically one marked by notable events or particular characteristics




•
 
the Victorian epoch.










2.
 
the beginning of a distinctive period in the history of someone or something




•
 
welfare reform was an epoch in the history of U.S. social policy.










3.
 


[Geology]

 a division of time that is a subdivision of a period and is itself subdivided into ages, corresponding to a series in chronostratigraphy




•
 
the Pliocene epoch.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 an arbitrarily fixed date relative to which planetary or stellar measurements are expressed.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the Latin form 
epocha

 ; originally in the general sense of a date from which succeeding years are numbered): from modern Latin 
epocha

 , from Greek 
epokhē

 ‘stoppage, fixed point of time,’ from 
epekhein

 ‘stop, take up a position,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon, near to’ + 
ekhein

 ‘stay, be in a certain state.’





epochal

 
/ˈepəkəl/






adjective




forming or characterizing an epoch; epoch-making.













epoch-making






adjective




of major importance; likely to have a significant effect on a particular period of time.













epode

 
/ˈepōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of lyric poem written in couplets, in which a long line is followed by a shorter one.




2.
 
the third section of an ancient Greek choral ode, or of one division of such an ode.

Compare with strophe
 and antistrophe
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
épode

 , or via Latin 
epodos

 , from Greek 
epōidos

 , from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
ōidē

 (see ode
 ).





eponym

 
/ˈepəˌnim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person after whom a discovery, invention, place, etc., is named or thought to be named.




2.
 
a name or noun formed after a person.








II.
 
derivatives





eponymy

 
/əˈpänəmē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
epōnumos

 ‘given as a name, giving one's name to someone or something,’ from 
epi

 ‘upon’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





eponymous

 
/əˈpänəməs/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) giving their name to something




•
 
the eponymous hero of the novel.










2.
 
(of a thing) named after a particular person




•
 
Roseanne's eponymous hit TV series.



















EPOS

 
/ˈēˌpäs ˌē ˌpē ˌō ˌes/






abbreviation




electronic point of sale (used to describe retail outlets that record information electronically).













epoxide

 
/eˈpäkˌsīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound whose molecule contains a three-membered ring involving an oxygen atom and two carbon atoms.











– origin

 1930s: from epi-
 ‘in addition’ + oxide
 .





epoxy

 
/iˈpäksē/





I.
 
noun




an adhesive, plastic, paint, or other material made from a class of synthetic thermosetting polymers containing epoxide groups.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of or denoting epoxy




•
 
epoxy cement.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
glue (something) using epoxy resin.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from epi-
 ‘in addition’ + oxy-
 2
 .





EPROM

 
/ˈēpräm/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a read-only memory whose contents can be erased by ultraviolet light or other means and reprogrammed using a pulsed voltage.











– origin

 1970s: acronym from 
erasable programmable ROM

 .





eps






abbreviation




earnings per share.













epsilon

 
/ˈepsiˌlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fifth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ε

 , 
ε

 ), transliterated as ‘e.’




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the fifth in a series of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Epsilon

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the fifth star in a constellation




•
 
Epsilon Carinae.














II.
 
symbol




permittivity.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Greek, ‘plain or simple E,’ from 
psilos

 ‘plain,’ referring to the need to distinguish epsilon from the diphthong 
ai

 : in late Greek the two had the same pronunciation.






Epsom

 
/ˈepsəm/






a town in Surrey, southeastern England; pop. 35,000 (est. 2009). Its natural mineral waters were used in the production of Epsom salts. The annual Derby and Oaks horse races are held at its racecourse on Epsom Downs.









Epsom salts

 
/epsəmˈsôːlts/





I.
 
plural noun




crystals of hydrated magnesium sulfate used as a purgative or for other medicinal use.

[Chem. formula: MgSO4
 .7H2
 O.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after the town of Epsom
 , where it was first found occurring naturally.





Epstein, Sir Jacob

 
/ˈepˌstīn/






(1880–1959), British sculptor; born in the US. A founder of the Vorticist group, he later had great success with his modeled portraits of the famous, in particular 
Einstein

 (1933).









Epstein–Barr virus

 
/ˌepstīnˈbär ˌvīrəs /

 
EBV





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a herpesvirus causing infectious mononucleosis and associated with certain cancers, for example Burkitt's lymphoma.











– origin

 1960s: named after Michael A. 
Epstein

 (born 1921), British virologist, and Y. M. 
Barr

 (born 1932), Irish-born virologist.





epyllion

 
/əˈpilēən, -ˌän/





I.
 
noun




a narrative poem that resembles an epic poem in style but is notably shorter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
epullion

 , diminutive of 
epos

 ‘word, song,’ from 
eipein

 ‘say.’





EQ1






I.
 
noun




the levels of frequency response of an audio signal, or controls which allow their adjustment




•
 
judicious use of EQ helps me create a space for each sound




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
you can save your own EQ settings.

















– origin

 1970s: short for equalization
 or equalizer
 .





EQ2






I.
 
noun




short for emotional intelligence
 or emotional quotient
 :




•
 
EQ enables us to use feelings to boost and complement our IQ




•
 
he had a high IQ but a low EQ.

















– origin

 1940s: on the pattern of IQ
 .





eq.






abbreviation



1.
 
equal.




2.
 
equation.




3.
 
equivalent.













equable

 
/ˈekwəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not easily disturbed or angered; calm and even-tempered.




2.
 
not varying or fluctuating greatly




•
 
an equable climate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equability

 
/ˌekwəˈbilədē ˌēkwəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
equably

 
/ˈekwəblē ˈēkwəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘fair, equitable’): from Latin 
aequabilis

 , from 
aequare

 ‘make equal’ (see equate
 ).






equal

 
/ˈēkwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
being the same in quantity, size, degree, or value




•
 
add equal amounts of water and flour




•
 
1 liter is roughly 
equal to

 1 quart.










2.
 
(of people) having the same status, rights, or opportunities.




3.
 
uniform in application or effect; without discrimination on any grounds




•
 
a dedicated campaigner for equal rights.










4.
 
evenly or fairly balanced




•
 
it was hardly an equal contest.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
equal to

 )
 — having the ability or resources to meet (a challenge)




•
 
the players proved equal to the task.














II.
 
noun




a person or thing considered to be the same as another in status or quality




•
 
we all treat each other as equals




•
 
it was a day 
without equal

 in market history.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the same as in number or amount




•
 
four plus six divided by two equals five




•
 
the total debits should equal the total credits.










2.
 
match or rival in performance or extent




•
 
he equaled the world record of 9.93 seconds.










3.
 
be equivalent to




•
 
his work is concerned with why private property equals exploitation.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
(the) first among equals






the person or thing having the highest status in a group.









2.
 
other (or all) things being equal






provided that other factors or circumstances remain the same




•
 
it follows that, other things being equal, the price level will rise.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aequalis

 , from 
aequus

 ‘even, level, equal.’ / 
usage:

 It is widely held that adjectives such as 
equal

 and 
unique

 have absolute meanings and therefore can have no degrees of comparison. Hence they should not be modified, and it is incorrect to say 
more equal

 or 
very unique

 on the grounds that these are adjectives that refer to a logical or mathematical absolute. For more discussion of this question, see usage at unique
 .





equalitarian

 
/ēˌkwäləˈterēən/





I.
 
noun




another term for egalitarian
 .








II.
 
derivatives





equalitarianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















equality

 
/əˈkwälədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being equal, especially in status, rights, and opportunities




•
 
an organization aiming to promote racial equality.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a symbolic expression of the fact that two quantities are equal; an equation.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
aequalitas

 , from 
aequalis

 (see equal
 ).





equality rights






noun






(chiefly Canadian)

 the rights of all citizens to equal treatment under the law




•
 
clashes between religious and equality rights have lately been a combustible topic.



















Equality State






a nickname for the state of Wyoming
 .









equalize

 
/ˈēkwəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the same in quantity, size, or degree throughout a place or group




•
 
incentives to equalize funding for school districts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become equal to a specified or standard level




•
 
equal volumes tend to equalize in temperature.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make uniform in application or effect




•
 
the act was structured to equalize the status of a defendant.














II.
 
derivatives





equalization

 
/ˌēkwələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌēkwəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘be equal to’): from equal
 + -ize
 , partly suggested by French 
égaliser

 .






equalizer

 
/ˈēkwəˌlīzər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that has an equalizing effect




•
 
education is the 
great equalizer

 .










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a weapon, especially a gun.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a passive network designed to modify a frequency response, especially to compensate for distortion.













equally

 
/ˈēkwəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in the same manner




•
 
all children should be treated equally.










2.
 
in amounts or parts that are the same in size




•
 
the money can be divided equally between you.










3.
 
to the same extent or degree


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
follow-up discussion is equally important.










4.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in addition and having the same importance (used to introduce a further comment on a topic)




•
 
not all who live in inner cities are poor; equally, many poor people live outside inner cities.

















usage:

 The construction 
equally as

 —for example in follow-up discussion is 
equally as

 important —is relatively common but is sometimes criticized on the grounds of redundancy. 
Equally

 used alone is adequate: follow-up discussion is 
equally

 important.





equal marriage






noun




the situation in which same-sex couples have the same legal right to marry as opposite-sex couples




•
 
she has been a vocal supporter of equal marriage.



















equal opportunity

 
/ˈēkwəl ˈˌäpərˈˌt(y)o͞onədē/






noun




the policy of treating employees and others without discrimination, especially on the basis of their sex, race, or age


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an equal opportunity employer.



















Equal Rights Amendment

 
ERA






noun




a proposed amendment to the US Constitution stating that civil rights may not be denied on the basis of one's sex.













equals sign

 
/ˈēkwəlz sīn /

 
equal sign






noun




the symbol =.













equal time






noun




(in broadcasting) a principle of allowing equal air time to opposing points of view, especially to political candidates for two or more parties.













equanimity

 
/ˌekwəˈnimədē/





I.
 
noun




mental calmness, composure, and evenness of temper, especially in a difficult situation




•
 
she accepted both the good and the bad 
with equanimity

 .














II.
 
derivatives





equanimous

 
/əˈkwänəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (also in the sense ‘fairness, impartiality’): from Latin 
aequanimitas

 , from 
aequus

 ‘equal’ + 
animus

 ‘mind.’





equant

 
/ˈēkwənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of a crystal or particle) having its different diameters approximately equal, so as to be roughly cubic or spherical in shape.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
aequant-

 ‘making equal,’ from the verb 
aequare

 .






equate

 
/əˈkwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider (one thing) to be the same as or equivalent to another




•
 
customers 
equate

 their name 
with

 quality.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
equate to/with

 )
 — (of one thing) be the same as or equivalent to (another)




•
 
that sum equates to half a million pounds today.










3.
 
cause (two or more things) to be the same in quantity or value




•
 
the level of prices will move to equate supply and demand.














II.
 
derivatives





equatable

 
/-təbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make equal, balance’): from Latin 
aequat-

 ‘made level or equal,’ from the verb 
aequare

 , from 
aequus

 (see equal
 ). Current senses date from the mid 19th cent.





equation

 
/əˈkwāZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a statement that the values of two mathematical expressions are equal (indicated by the sign =).




2.
 
the process of equating one thing with another




•
 
the 
equation

 of science 
with

 objectivity.










3.
 
(
the equation

 )
 — a situation or problem in which several factors must be taken into account




•
 
money also came into the equation.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 a symbolic representation of the changes that occur in a chemical reaction, expressed in terms of the formulae of the molecules or other species involved.








II.
 
phrases





equation of the first order, (second order, etc.)








[Mathematics]

 an equation involving only the first derivative, second derivative, etc.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aequatio(n-)

 , from 
aequare

 ‘make equal’ (see equate
 ).





equational

 
/əˈkwāZH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




another term for equative
 .













equation of state






noun






[Chemistry]

 an equation showing the relationship between the values of the pressure, volume, and temperature of a quantity of a particular substance.













equation of time






noun




the difference between mean solar time (as shown by clocks) and apparent solar time (indicated by sundials), which varies with the time of year.














equative

 
/əˈkwādiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 denoting a sentence or other structure in which one term is identified with another, as in 
the winner is Jill

 .








II.
 
derivatives





equatively






adverb





















equator

 
/ēˈkwādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imaginary line drawn around the earth equally distant from both poles, dividing the earth into northern and southern hemispheres and constituting the parallel of latitude 0°.




2.
 
a corresponding line on a planet or other body.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 short for celestial equator
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
aequator

 , in the phrase 
circulus aequator diei et noctis

 ‘circle equalizing day and night,’ from Latin 
aequare

 ‘make equal’ (see equate
 ).





equatorial

 
/ˌekwəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, at, or near the equator




•
 
equatorial regions.














II.
 
derivatives





equatorially

 
/ˌekwəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb





















Equatorial Guinea

 
/ekwəˌtôrēəl ˈɡinē/






I.

1.
 
a small country in West Africa, on the Gulf of Guinea, comprising several offshore islands and a coastal settlement between Cameroon and Gabon; pop. 633,400 (est. 2009); capital, Malabo (on the island of Bioko); languages, Spanish (official), local Niger–Congo languages, pidgin.





Formerly a Spanish colony, the country became fully independent in 1968. It is the only independent Spanish-speaking state on the continent of Africa. Since 1991 it has been nominally a constitutional democracy.




II.
 
derivatives





Equatorial Guinean






adjective, noun






















equatorial mount

 
equatorial mounting






noun






[Astronomy]

 a telescope mounting with one axis aligned to the celestial pole, which allows the movement of celestial objects to be followed by motion about this axis alone.

Compare with altazimuth
 (
sense

 1).













equatorial telescope






noun




an astronomical telescope on an equatorial mount.













equerry

 
/ˈekwərē, əˈkwerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an officer of the British royal household who attends or assists members of the royal family.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an officer of the household of a prince or noble who had charge over the stables.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (formerly also as 
esquiry

 ): from Old French 
esquierie

 ‘company of squires, prince's stables,’ from Old French 
esquier

 ‘esquire,’ perhaps associated with Latin 
equus

 ‘horse.’ The historical sense is apparently based on Old French 
esquier d'esquierie

 ‘squire of stables.’





eques

 
/ˈekwes/






singular form of equites
 .










equestrian

 
/əˈkwestrēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to horse riding




•
 
his amazing equestrian skills.










2.
 
depicting or representing a person on horseback




•
 
an equestrian statue.










3.
 
(in ancient Rome) relatinɡ or belonɡinɡ to the wealthy class known as the equites (see equites
 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rider or performer on horseback.




2.
 
(in ancient Rome) a member of the equites (see equites
 ).











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
equester

 ‘belonging to a horseman’ (from 
eques

 ‘horseman, knight,’ from 
equus

 ‘horse’) + -ian
 .





equestrianism

 
/əˈkwestrēəˌnizəm/






noun




the skill or sport of horse riding. As an Olympic sport it is divided into three disciplines: show jumping, dressage, and the three-day event (combining show jumping, dressage, and cross-country riding).













equestrienne

 
/əˌkwestrēˈen/





I.
 
noun




a female rider or performer on horseback.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of equestrian
 , on the pattern of feminine nouns such as 
Parisienne

 .






equi-





I.
 
combining form




equal; equally




•
 
equiangular




•
 
equidistant.

















– origin

 from Latin 
aequi-

 , from 
aequus

 ‘equal.’





equiangular

 
/ˌekwəˈaNGɡyələr ˌekwēˈaNGɡyələr ˌēkwēˈaNGɡyələr/






adjective




having equal angles.














equiangular spiral






noun




another term for logarithmic spiral
 .













equid

 
/ˈēkwid, ˈekwid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the horse family (
Equidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Equidae

 (plural), from Latin 
equus

 ‘horse.’





equidistant

 
/ˌēkwəˈdistənt ˌekwəˈdistənt/





I.
 
adjective




at equal distances




•
 
he wants to be 
equidistant from

 both political parties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equidistance

 
/ˌēkwəˈdist(ə)ns ˌekwəˈdist(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
equidistantly






adverb





















equifinal

 
/ˌēkwəˈfīnəl, ˌekwə-/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 having the same end or result.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equifinality

 
/ˌēkwəfīˈnalitē, ˌekwə- /






noun













2.
 
equifinally






adverb





















equilateral

 
/ˌēkwəˈladərəl ˌekwəˈladərəl/





I.
 
adjective




having all its sides of the same length




•
 
an equilateral triangle.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
équilateral

 or late Latin 
aequilateralis

 , from 
aequilaterus

 ‘equal-sided’ (based on Latin 
latus

 , 
later-

 ‘side’).





equilibrate

 
/əˈkwiləˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 bring into or keep in equilibrium.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹technical›

 approach or attain a state of equilibrium.








II.
 
derivatives





equilibration

 
/əˌkwiləˈbrāSHən eˌkwiləˈbrāSHən ēˌkwiləˈbrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
aequilibrat-

 ‘made to balance,’ from the verb 
aequilibrare

 , from 
aequi-

 ‘equally’ + 
libra

 ‘balance.’





equilibrist

 
/iˈkwiləbrəst/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 an acrobat who performs balancing feats, especially a tightrope walker.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from equilibrium
 + -ist
 .






equilibrium

 
/ˌēkwəˈlibrēəm ˌekwəˈlibrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state in which opposing forces or influences are balanced




•
 
the maintenance of social equilibrium.










2.
 
a state of physical balance




•
 
I stumbled over a rock and recovered my equilibrium.










3.
 
a calm state of mind




•
 
his intensity could unsettle his equilibrium.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 a state in which a process and its reverse are occurring at equal rates so that no overall change is taking place




•
 
ice is in 
equilibrium with

 water.










5.
 


[Economics]

 a situation in which supply and demand are matched and prices stable.








II.
 
derivatives





equilibrial

 
/-ˈlibrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘well-balanced state of mind’): from Latin 
aequilibrium

 , from 
aequi-

 ‘equal’ + 
libra

 ‘balance.’





equine

 
/ˈekwīn ˈēˌkwīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or affecting horses or other members of the horse family




•
 
equine infectious anemia.










2.
 
resembling a horse




•
 
her somewhat equine features.














II.
 
noun




a horse or other member of the horse family.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
equinus

 , from 
equus

 ‘horse.’





equine encephalitis






noun




a category of viral diseases that affects horses and, in some cases, humans.

See also eastern equine encephalitis
 .













equinoctial

 
/ˌēkwəˈnäkSHəl ˌekwəˈnäkSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening at or near the time of an equinox.




2.
 
of or relating to equal day and night.




3.
 
at or near the equator.








II.
 
noun




another term for celestial equator
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to equal periods of day and night’): via Old French from Latin 
aequinoctialis

 , from 
aequinoctium

 (see equinox
 ).






equinoctial point






noun




either of two points at which the ecliptic cuts the celestial equator.














equinox

 
/ˈekwəˌnäks ˈēkwəˌnäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the time or date (twice each year) at which the sun crosses the celestial equator, when day and night are of equal length (about September 22 and March 20).




2.
 
another term for equinoctial point
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
equinoxe

 or Latin 
aequinoctium

 , from 
aequi-

 ‘equal’ + 
nox

 , 
noct-

 ‘night.’





equip

 
/əˈkwip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply with the necessary items for a particular purpose




•
 
all bedrooms are 
equipped with

 a color TV




•
 
they 
equipped

 themselves 
for

 the campaign.










2.
 
prepare (someone) mentally for a particular situation or task




•
 
I don't think he's equipped for the modern age.














II.
 
derivatives





equipper






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
équiper

 , probably from Old Norse 
skipa

 ‘to man (a ship),’ from 
skip

 ‘ship.’





equip.






abbreviation




equipment.













equipage

 
/ˈekwəpij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the equipment for a particular purpose.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a carriage and horses with attendants.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the crew of a ship): from French 
équipage

 , from 
équiper

 ‘equip.’





equipartition

 
/ˌekwəˌpärˈtiSHən ˌēkwəˌpärˈtiSHən /

 
equipartition of energy





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the equal distribution of the kinetic energy of a system among its various degrees of freedom.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the principle that equipartition exists for a system in thermal equilibrium.








II.
 
derivatives





equipartitioned






adjective





















equipment

 
/əˈkwipmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the necessary items for a particular purpose




•
 
office equipment.










2.
 
the process of supplying someone or something with items necessary for a particular purpose




•
 
the construction and equipment of new harbor facilities.










3.
 
mental resources




•
 
they lacked the intellectual equipment to recognize the jokes.










4.
 


‹informal›

 used euphemistically to refer to a man's penis and testicles.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
équipement

 , from 
équiper

 ‘equip.’





equipoise

 
/ˈekwəˌpoiz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
balance of forces or interests




•
 
this temporary equipoise of power.










2.
 
a counterbalance or balancing force




•
 
capital flows act as an 
equipoise to

 international imbalances in savings.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
balance or counterbalance (something).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from equi-
 ‘equal’ + the noun poise
 1
 , replacing the phrase 
equal poise

 .





equipollent

 
/ˌēkwəˈpälənt ˌekwəˈpälənt /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective




equal or equivalent in power, effect, or significance.








II.
 
noun




a thing that has equal or equivalent power, effect, or significance.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equipollence

 
/ˌēkwəˈpäləns ˌekwəˈpäləns /






noun













2.
 
equipollency






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
equipolent

 , from Latin 
aequipollent-

 ‘of equal value,’ from 
aequi-

 ‘equally’ + 
pollere

 ‘be strong.’





equipotent

 
/ˌēkwəˈpōtnt, ˌekwə-/






adjective






‹technical›

 (chiefly of chemicals and medicines) equally powerful; having equal potencies.













equipotential

 
/ˌekwəpəˈten(t)SH(ə)l ˌēkwəpəˈten(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 (of a surface or line) composed of points all at the same potential.








II.
 
noun




an equipotential line or surface.













equiprobable

 
/ˌēkwəˈpräbəbəl, ˌekwə-/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 (of two or more things) equally likely to occur; having equal probability.








II.
 
derivatives





equiprobability

 
/-ˌpräbəˈbilitē /






noun





















equisetum

 
/ˌekwəˈsēdəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant of a genus that comprises the horsetails.

[Genus 
Equisetum

 , family 
Equisetaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
equus

 ‘horse’ + 
saeta

 ‘bristle.’





equitable

 
/ˈekwədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fair and impartial




•
 
an equitable balance of power.










2.
 


[Law]

 valid in equity as distinct from law




•
 
the beneficiaries have an equitable interest in the property.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equitability

 
/ˌekwitəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
equitableness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
équitable

 , from 
équité

 (see equity
 ).





equitably

 
/ˈekwədəblē/






adverb




in a fair and impartial manner




•
 
wealth is equitably distributed




•
 
obligations and resources must be shared equitably.



















equitant

 
/ˈekwədənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) having its base folded and partly enclosing the leaf next above it, as in an iris.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
equitant-

 ‘riding on horseback,’ from the verb 
equitare

 .





equitation

 
/ˌekwəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the art and practice of horsemanship and horse riding.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
équitation

 or Latin 
equitatio(n-)

 , from 
equitare

 ‘ride a horse,’ from 
eques

 , 
equit-

 ‘horseman’ (from 
equus

 ‘horse’).






equites

 
/ˈekwəˌtās, -ˌtēz/





I.
 
plural noun




(in ancient Rome) a class of citizens who originally formed the cavalry of the Roman army and at a later period were a wealthy class of great political importance.











– origin

 Latin, plural of 
eques

 ‘horseman.’






equity

 
/ˈekwədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being fair and impartial




•
 
equity of treatment.










2.
 


[Law]

 a branch of law that developed alongside common law in order to remedy some of its defects in fairness and justice, formerly administered in special courts.




3.
 
(
Equity

 )
 — (in the US, UK, and several other countries) a trade union to which most professional actors belong.




4.
 
the value of the shares issued by a company




•
 
he owns 62% of the group's equity.










5.
 
(
equities

 )
 — stocks and shares that carry no fixed interest.




6.
 
the value of a mortgaged property after deduction of charges against it.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
equité

 , from Latin 
aequitas

 , from 
aequus

 ‘equal.’





equity of redemption

 
/ˈekwədē əv ə rəˈdem(p)SHən rēˈdem(p)SHən/






noun






[Law]

 the right of a mortgagor over the mortgaged property, especially the right to redeem the property on payment of the principal, interest, and costs.













equity release






noun






(Brit.)

 the use of financial arrangements which provide the owner of a house or other property with funds derived from the value of their property while enabling them to continue using it




•
 
boosting your capital or income through equity release may mean you lose some or all of your state benefits




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
equity release schemes.



















equity stock






noun




capital stock, either common stock or preferred stock.













equiv.






abbreviation




equivalent.














equivalence

 
/iˈkwivələns/






noun




the condition of being equal or equivalent in value, worth, function, etc.













equivalence class

 
/iˈkwivələns ˌklas/






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 the class of all members of a set that are in a given equivalence relation.













equivalence principle






noun






[Physics]

 a basic postulate of general relativity, stating that at any point of space-time the effects of a gravitational field cannot be experimentally distinguished from those due to an accelerated frame of reference.













equivalence relation






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 a relation between elements of a set that is reflexive, symmetric, and transitive. It thus defines exclusive classes whose members bear the relation to each other and not to those in other classes (e.g., “having the same value of a measured property”).













equivalency

 
/əˈkwivələnsē/






noun



1.
 
another term for equivalence
 .




2.
 
short for general equivalency degree
 .













equivalent

 
/əˈkwiv(ə)lənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
equal in value, amount, function, meaning, etc.




•
 
one unit is 
equivalent to

 one glass of wine.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
equivalent to

 )
 — having the same or a similar effect as




•
 
some regulations are equivalent to censorship.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 belonging to the same equivalence class.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that is equal to or corresponds with another in value, amount, function, meaning, etc.




•
 
the French equivalent of the FBI.










2.
 
(also 
equivalent weight

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 the mass of a particular substance that can combine with or displace one gram of hydrogen or eight grams of oxygen, used in expressing combining powers, especially of elements.








III.
 
derivatives





equivalently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (describing persons who were equal in power or rank): via Old French from late Latin 
aequivalent-

 ‘being of equal worth,’ from the verb 
aequivalere

 , from 
aequi-

 ‘equally’ + 
valere

 ‘be worth.’






equivocal

 
/əˈkwivək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
open to more than one interpretation; ambiguous




•
 
the equivocal nature of her remarks.










2.
 
uncertain or questionable in nature




•
 
the results of the investigation were equivocal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equivocality

 
/əˌkwivəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
equivocally

 
/əˈkwivək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
equivocalness

 
/əˈkwivəkəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
aequivocus

 , from Latin 
aequus

 ‘equally’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





equivocate

 
/əˈkwivəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use ambiguous language so as to conceal the truth or avoid committing oneself


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Not that we are aware of,” she equivocated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
equivocator

 
/əˈkwivəˌkādər /






noun













2.
 
equivocatory

 
/-kəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘use a word in more than one sense’): from late Latin 
aequivocat-

 ‘called by the same name,’ from the verb 
aequivocare

 , from 
aequivocus

 (see equivocal
 ).





equivocation

 
/iˌkwivəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the use of ambiguous language to conceal the truth or to avoid committing oneself; prevarication




•
 
I say this without equivocation.



















equivoque

 
/ˈekwəvōk ˈēkwəˌvōk /

 
equivoke





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression capable of having more than one meaning; a pun.




2.
 
the fact of having more than one meaning or possible interpretation; ambiguity.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘equivocal’): from Old French 
equivoque

 or late Latin 
aequivocus

 (see equivocal
 ).





Equuleus

 
/ēˈkwo͝olēəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small northern constellation (the Foal or Little Horse), perhaps representing the brother of Pegasus. It has no bright stars.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Equulei

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Equulei.













– origin

 Latin.





er

 
/ər/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing hesitation




•
 
“Would you like some tea?” “Er … yes … thank you.”

















– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the mid 19th cent.





Er






symbol




the chemical element erbium.













ER






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 emergency room.




2.
 
Queen Elizabeth.

[from Latin 
Elizabetha Regina

 .]














-er1


 
/ər/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting a person, animal, or thing that performs a specified action or activity




•
 
farmer




•
 
sprinkler.










2.
 
denoting a person or thing that has a specified attribute or form




•
 
foreigner




•
 
two-wheeler.










3.
 
denoting a person concerned with a specified thing or subject




•
 
milliner




•
 
philosopher.










4.
 
denoting a person belonging to a specified place or group




•
 
city-dweller




•
 
New Yorker.

















– origin

 Old English 
-ere

 , of Germanic origin.






-er2


 
/ər/





I.
 
suffix




forming the comparative of adjectives (as in 
bigger

 ) and adverbs (as in 
faster

 ).











– origin

 Old English suffix 
-ra

 (adjectival), 
-or

 (adverbial), of Germanic origin.






-er3


 
/ər/





I.
 
suffix




forming frequentative verbs such as 
glimmer

 , 
patter

 .











– origin

 Old English 
-erian

 , 
-rian

 , of Germanic origin.





-er4


 
/ər/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
such as 
sampler

 .

[ending corresponding to Latin 
-aris

 .]




3.
 
such as 
butler

 , 
danger

 .

[ending corresponding to Latin 
-arius

 , 
-arium

 .]




4.
 
such as 
border

 .

[ending corresponding (via Old French 
-eure

 ) to Latin 
-atura

 .]




5.
 
such as 
laver

 .

[ending corresponding (via Old French 
-eor

 ) to Latin 
-atorium

 .]




6.
 
equivalent to -or
 1
 .











– origin

 via Old French or Anglo-Norman French (see above).





-er5


 
/ər/





I.
 
suffix






[chiefly Law]

 (forming nouns) denoting verbal action or a document effecting such action




•
 
disclaimer




•
 
misnomer.

















– origin

 from Anglo-Norman French (infinitive ending).





era

 
/ˈirə ˈerə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long and distinct period of history with a particular feature or characteristic




•
 
his death marked the end of an era




•
 
the era of glasnost.










2.
 
a system of chronology dating from a particular noteworthy event




•
 
the dawn of the Christian era.










3.
 


[Geology]

 a major division of time that is a subdivision of an eon and is itself subdivided into periods




•
 
the Mesozoic era.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a date or event marking the beginning of a new and distinct period of time.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
aera

 , denoting a number used as a basis of reckoning, an epoch from which time is reckoned, plural of 
aes

 , 
aer-

 ‘money, counter.’





ERA






abbreviation



1.
 


[Baseball]

 earned run average.




2.
 
Equal Rights Amendment.













eradicate

 
/əˈradəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy completely; put an end to




•
 
this disease has been eradicated from the world.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eradicable

 
/əˈradəkəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
eradicant

 
/-kənt /






noun













3.
 
eradicator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pull up by the roots’): from Latin 
eradicat-

 ‘torn up by the roots,’ from the verb 
eradicare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
radix

 , 
radic-

 ‘root.’





eradicated

 
/əˈradəˌkādəd/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a tree or plant) depicted with the roots exposed.













eradication

 
/iˌradiˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the complete destruction of something




•
 
the eradication of poverty.



















erase

 
/əˈrās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub out or remove (writing or marks)




•
 
graffiti had been erased from the wall.










2.
 
remove all traces of (a thought, feeling, or memory)




•
 
the magic of the landscape erased all else from her mind.










3.
 
remove recorded material from (a magnetic tape or medium); delete (data) from a computer's memory.








II.
 
derivatives





erasable

 
/əˈrāsəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally as a heraldic term meaning ‘represent the head or limb of an animal with a jagged edge’): from Latin 
eras-

 ‘scraped away,’ from the verb 
eradere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
radere

 ‘scrape.’





erased

 
/əˈrāst/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a head or limb) depicted as cut off in a jagged line.













eraser

 
/əˈrāsər/






noun




an object, typically a piece of soft rubber or plastic, used to rub out something written.













Erasmus, Desiderius

 
/iˈrazməs/






(
c.

 1469–1536), Dutch humanist and scholar; Dutch name 
Gerhard Gerhards

 . He was the foremost Renaissance scholar of northern Europe, and paved the way for the Reformation with his satires on the Catholic Church.









Erastianism

 
/iˈrastēəˌnizəm, iˈrasCHə-/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine that the state should have supremacy over the Church in ecclesiastical matters (wrongly attributed to Erastus).








II.
 
derivatives





Erastian

 
/iˈrastēən, iˈrasCHən /






noun, adjective





















Erastus

 
/iˈrastəs/






(1524–83), Swiss theologian and physician; Swiss name 
Thomas Lieber

 , also 
Liebler

 or 
Lüber

 . Professor of medicine at Heidelberg from 1558, he opposed the imposition of a Calvinistic system of church government in the city.









erasure

 
/əˈrāSHər/






noun



1.
 
the removal of writing, recorded material, or data.




2.
 
the removal of all traces of something; obliteration




•
 
the erasure of prior history.



















Erato

 
/ˈerədō /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of lyric poetry and hymns.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘lovely.’





Eratosthenes

 
/ˌerəˈtäsTHənēz/






(
c.

 275–194 
BC

 ), Greek scholar, geographer, and astronomer. The first systematic geographer of antiquity, he accurately calculated the circumference of the earth.










erbium

 
/ˈərbēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Er

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 68, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from (
Ytt)erb(y

 ), in Sweden, where it was first found. Compare with ytterbium
 .





Erdrich, Louise

 
/ˈərdrik/






(1954–), US writer; a Native American (Ojibwa). Her novels include 
Love Medicine

 (1984), 
The Beet Queen

 (1986), 
Tales of Burning Love

 (1996), 
The Antelope Wife

 (1998), and 
The Plague of Doves

 (2008).










ere

 
/er/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction






‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 before (in time)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
we hope you will return ere long




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
I was driven for some half mile ere we stopped.

















– origin

 Old English 
ǣr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
eer

 and German 
eher

 .





e-reader

 
/ˈēˌrēdər/






noun




a handheld device on which electronic versions of books, newspapers, magazines, etc., can be read.













Erebus

 
/ˈerəbəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the primeval god of darkness, son of Chaos.









Erebus, Mount





I.
 
a volcanic peak on Ross Island, Antarctica. Rising to 12,452 feet (3,794 m), it is the world's most southern active volcano.







– origin

 named after the 
Erebus

 , the ship of Sir James Ross's expedition to the Antarctic.






Erech

 
/ˈerˌek, ˈēˌrek/






biblical name for Uruk
 .









Erechtheum

 
/iˈrikTHēəm, ˌerikˈTHēəm/






a marble temple of the Ionic order built on the Acropolis in Athens 
c.

 421–406 
BC

 , with shrines to Athena, Poseidon, and Erechtheus, a legendary king of Athens. It is most famous for its southern portico, in which the entablature is supported by six caryatids.










erect

 
/əˈrekt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rigidly upright or straight




•
 
she stood erect with her arms by her sides.










2.
 
(of the penis, clitoris, or nipples) enlarged and rigid, especially in sexual excitement.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
construct (a building, wall, or other upright structure)




•
 
the guest house was erected in the eighteenth century




•
 
the police had erected roadblocks.










2.
 
create or establish (a theory or system)




•
 
the party that erected the welfare state.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
erectable






adjective













2.
 
erectly

 
/əˈrek(t)lē /






adverb













3.
 
erectness

 
/əˈrek(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
erect-

 ‘set up,’ from the verb 
erigere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
regere

 ‘to direct.’





erectile

 
/əˈrektl əˈrekˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to become erect




•
 
erectile spines.










2.
 
denoting tissues that are capable of becoming of temporarily engorged with blood, particularly those of the penis or other sexual organs.




3.
 
relating to the capability of the penis or other sexual organs to become erect




•
 
men with erectile dysfunction.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
érectile

 , from Latin 
erigere

 ‘set up’ (see erect
 ).





erectile dysfunction






noun




inability of a man to maintain an erection sufficient for satisfying sexual activity




•
 
a treatment proven safe for erectile dysfunction.



















erection

 
/əˈrekSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of erecting a structure or object




•
 
fees will be levied for the erection of monuments.










2.
 
a building or other upright structure.




3.
 
an enlarged and rigid state of the penis, typically in sexual excitement.













erector

 
/əˈrektər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that erects something.




2.
 
a muscle that maintains an erect state of a part of the body or an erect posture of the body.













erelong

 
/e(ə)rˈlôNG, -ˈläNG/






adverb






‹archaic›

 before long; soon.













eremite

 
/ˈerəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a Christian hermit or recluse.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eremitic

 
/ˌerəˈmidik /






adjective













2.
 
eremitical

 
/ˌerəˈmidək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eremite

 , from late Latin 
eremita

 (see hermit
 ).





erethism

 
/ˈerəˌTHizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive sensitivity or rapid reaction to stimulation of a part of the body, especially the sexual organs.




2.
 
a state of abnormal mental excitement or irritation.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
éréthisme

 , from Greek 
erethismos

 , from 
erethizein

 ‘irritate.’





erewhile

 
/erˈ(h)wīl/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 a while before; some time ago.











– origin

 Middle English: from ere
 + while
 .





Erfurt

 
/ˈerfo͝ort/






an industrial city in central Germany; pop. 202,700 (est. 2006).









erg1


 
/ərɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of work or energy, equal to the work done by a force of one dyne when its point of application moves one centimeter in the direction of action of the force.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ergon

 ‘work.’





erg2


 
/ərɡ/





I.
 
noun




an area of shifting sand dunes in the Sahara.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Arabic 
῾irq

 , 
῾erg

 .






ergative

 
/ˈərɡədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a case of nouns (in some languages, e.g., Basque and Eskimo) that identifies the subject of a transitive verb and is different from the case that identifies the subject of an intransitive verb.




2.
 
(of a language) possessing the ergative case.




3.
 
(in English) denoting verbs that can be used both transitively and intransitively to describe the same action, with the object in the former case being the subject in the latter, as in 
I boiled the kettle

 and 
the kettle boiled

 .

Compare with inchoative
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an ergative word.




2.
 
(
the ergative

 )
 — the ergative case.








III.
 
derivatives





ergativity

 
/ˌərɡəˈtivitē /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
ergatēs

 ‘worker’ (from 
ergon

 ‘work’) + -ive
 .





ergo

 
/ˈərɡō ˈerɡō/





I.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
therefore




•
 
she was the sole beneficiary of the will, ergo the prime suspect.

















– origin

 late Middle English: Latin.






ergocalciferol

 
/ˌərɡəkalˈsifəräl, -rôl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for calciferol
 , vitamin D2.











– origin

 1950s: blend of ergot
 and calciferol
 .





ergodic

 
/ərˈɡädik/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 relating to or denoting systems or processes with the property that, given sufficient time, they include or impinge on all points in a given space and can be represented statistically by a reasonably large selection of points.








II.
 
derivatives





ergodicity

 
/ˌərɡəˈdisitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
ergoden

 , from Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + 
hodos

 ‘way’ + -ic
 .





ergogenic

 
/ˌərɡəˈjenik/






adjective




(not in technical use) intended to enhance physical performance, stamina, or recovery




•
 
ergogenic supplements.



















ergograph

 
/ˈərɡəˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument for measuring and recording the work done by a particular muscle group.













ergometer

 
/ərˈɡämidər/






noun




an apparatus that measures work or energy expended during a period of physical exercise.













ergometrine

 
/ˌərɡəˈmetrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an alkaloid present in ergot. An amide of lysergic acid, it has oxytocic activity and is given to control bleeding after childbirth.











– origin

 1930s: from ergot
 + Greek 
mētra

 ‘womb’ + -ine
 4
 .





ergonomic

 
/ˌərɡəˈnämik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or designed for efficiency and comfort in the working environment




•
 
ergonomic keyboard design




•
 
workstations with ergonomic chairs




•
 
the ergonomic hazards of computer use.














II.
 
derivatives





ergonomically

 
/ˌərɡəˈnäməkəlē /






adverb





















ergonomics

 
/ˌərɡəˈnämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of people's efficiency in their working environment.








II.
 
derivatives





ergonomist

 
/ərˈɡänəməst /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
ergon

 ‘work,’ on the pattern of 
economics

 .





ergosphere

 
/ˈərɡōˌsfir/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a postulated region around a black hole, from which energy could escape.














ergosterol

 
/ərˈɡästərôl ərˈɡästəˌräl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound present in ergot and many other fungi. A steroid alcohol, it is converted to vitamin D2
 when irradiated with ultraviolet light.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ergot
 , on the pattern of 
cholesterol

 .






ergot

 
/ˈərɡət ˈərˌɡät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fungal disease of rye and other cereals in which black, elongated, fruiting bodies grow in the ears of the cereal. Eating contaminated food can result in ergotism.

[The fungus is 
Claviceps purpurea

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]




2.
 
the fruiting bodies of ergot, used as a source of certain medicinal alkaloids, especially for inducing uterine contractions or controlling postpartum bleeding.




3.
 
a small, horny protuberance on the back of each of a horse's fetlocks.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Old French 
argot

 ‘cock's spur’ (because of the appearance produced by the disease).





ergotamine

 
/ərˈɡätəˌmēn, -min/






noun






[Medicine]

 a compound present in some kinds of ergot. An alkaloid, it causes constriction of blood vessels and is used in the treatment of migraine.














ergotism

 
/ˈərɡəˌtizəm/






noun




poisoning produced by eating food affected by ergot, typically resulting in headache, vomiting, diarrhea, and gangrene of the fingers and toes.













erhu

 
/ərˈho͞o /

 
erh hu





I.
 
noun




a Chinese two-stringed musical instrument held in the lap and played with a bow.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Chinese, from 
èr

 ‘two’ + 
hú

 ‘bowed instrument.’






erica

 
/ˈerəkə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Erica

 (family 
Ericaceae

 ), especially (in gardening) heather.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
ereikē

 .





ericaceous

 
/ˌerəˈkāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the heather family (
Ericaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ericaceae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Erica

 (see erica
 ).





Ericsson, John

 
/ˈeriksən/






(1803–89), Swedish engineer whose inventions included the marine screw propeller (1836) and a steam railroad locomotive that rivaled George Stephenson's 
Rocket

 .









Ericsson, Leif

 
Ericson
 , Eriksson






Norse explorer; son of Eric the Red. He sailed west from Greenland (
c.

 1000) and reputedly discovered land (variously identified as Labrador, Newfoundland, or New England), which he named Vinland because of the vines he claimed to have found growing there.









Eric the Red

 
/ˌerik T͟Hə ˈred/






(
c.

 940–
c.

 1010), Norse explorer. He left Iceland in 982 in search of land to the west and explored Greenland, establishing a Norse settlement there in 986.









Eridanus

 
/əˈridənəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a long, straggling southern constellation (the River), said to represent the river into which Phaethon fell when struck by Zeus' thunderbolt.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Eridani

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Phi Eridani.













– origin

 Latin.





Erie

 
/ˈirē/






an industrial port city in northwestern Pennsylvania, on Lake Erie; pop. 103,817 (est. 2008).









Erie, Lake

 
/ˈi(ə)rē/






one of the five Great Lakes in North America, on the border between Canada and the US. It is linked to Lake Huron by the Detroit River and to Lake Ontario by the Welland Ship Canal and the Niagara River, which is its only natural outlet.









Erie Canal






a historic canal that connects the Hudson River at Albany in eastern New York with the Niagara River and the Great Lakes. Opened in 1825, it spurred the growth of New York City. Today it is chiefly recreational.









erigeron

 
/əˈrijərən, -ˌrän/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed herbaceous plant of the daisy family, which is sometimes cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Erigeron

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin, ‘groundsel’ (the original sense in English), from Greek 
ērigerōn

 , from 
ēri

 ‘early’ + 
gerōn

 ‘old man’ (because the plant flowers early in the year, and some species bear gray down).






Erin

 
/ˈerən/






noun




archaic or poetic/literary name for Ireland.













Erinys

 
/əˈrinəs/






noun




(in Greek mythology) a Fury.













eristic

 
/əˈristik /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characterized by debate or argument.




2.
 
(of an argument or arguer) aiming at winning rather than at reaching the truth.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person given to debate or argument.




2.
 
the art or practice or debate or argument.








III.
 
derivatives





eristically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
eristikos

 , from 
erizein

 ‘to wrangle,’ from 
eris

 ‘strife.’





Eritrea

 
/ˌerəˈtrēə ˌerəˈtrāə/






I.

1.
 
an independent state in northeastern Africa, on the Red Sea; pop. 5,647,200 (est. 2009); capital, Asmara; languages, Tigre and Cushitic.





Eritrea was an Italian colony from 1890 to 1952, when it became part of Ethiopia. After a long guerrilla war, it became internally self-governing in 1991 and fully independent in 1993.







– origin

 from Italian, from Latin 
Mare Erythraeum

 the Red Sea.





Eritrean

 
/ˌerəˈtrēən ˌerəˈtrāən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Eritrea or its people




•
 
the Eritrean capital.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Eritrea




•
 
Eritreans maintain a strong national identity.



















Erlangen

 
/ˈerˌläNGən/






an industrial city in southern Germany, on the Regnitz River; pop. 104,700 (est. 2007).









Erlanger, Joseph

 
/ˈərˌlaNGər/






(1874–1965), US physiologist. Collaborating with Herbert Gasser, he showed that the velocity of a nerve impulse is proportional to the diameter of the fiber. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1944), shared with Gasser.









Erlenmeyer flask

 
/ˈərlənˌmīər, ˈerlən-/





I.
 
noun




a conical, flat-bottomed laboratory flask with a narrow neck.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Emil 
Erlenmeyer

 (1825–1909), German chemist.





Erl King

 
/ˈərl ˌkiNG/





I.
 
noun




(in Germanic mythology) a bearded giant or goblin who lures little children to the land of death.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Erlkönig

 ‘alder king,’ a mistranslation of Danish 
ellerkonge

 ‘king of the elves.’





ERM






abbreviation




Exchange Rate Mechanism.













ermine

 
/ˈərmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stoat, especially when in its white winter coat.




2.
 
the white fur of the stoat, used for trimming garments, especially the ceremonial robes of judges or peers.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 fur represented as black spots on a white ground, as a heraldic tincture.




4.
 
(also 
ermine moth

 )
 — a stout-bodied moth that has cream or white wings with black spots, and a very hairy caterpillar.

[Family 
Arctiidae

 : several genera and species.]








II.
 
derivatives





ermined

 
/ˈərmənd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hermine

 , probably from medieval Latin 
(mus) Armenius

 ‘Armenian (mouse).’





ermines

 
/ˈərmənz/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 fur resembling ermine but with white spots on a black ground.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Old French 
hermines

 , plural of 
herminet

 , diminutive of 
hermine

 ‘ermine.’





erminois

 
/ˌərməˈnoiz/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 fur resembling ermine but with black spots on a gold ground.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, from 
hermine

 ‘ermine.’






-ern





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives such as 
northern

 .











– origin

 Old English 
-erne

 , of Germanic origin.





erne

 
/ərn/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the sea eagle.











– origin

 Old English 
earn

 ‘eagle,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
arend

 .





Ernst, Max

 
/ərnst/






(1891–1976), German artist. A leader of the Dada movement, he developed the techniques of collage, photomontage, and frottage.










erode

 
/əˈrōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of wind, water, or other natural agents) gradually wear away (soil, rock, or land)




•
 
the cliffs have been eroded by the sea.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of soil, rock, or land) be gradually worn away by natural agents.




3.
 
gradually destroy or be gradually destroyed


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
this humiliation has eroded what confidence Jean has




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
profit margins are eroding.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease) gradually destroy (bodily tissue).








II.
 
derivatives





erodible

 
/iˈrōdəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
éroder

 or Latin 
erodere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out, away’ + 
rodere

 ‘gnaw.’






erogenous

 
/əˈräjənəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a part of the body) sensitive to sexual stimulation




•
 
erogenous zones.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Eros
 + -genous
 .






Eros

 
/ˈeˌräs ˈēˌräs/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the god of love, son of Aphrodite.

Roman equivalent Cupid
 .




II.
 
sexual love or desire.




III.
 
(in Freudian theory) the life instinct.

Often contrasted with Thanatos
 .




IV.
 
(in Jungian psychology) the principle of personal relatedness in human activities, associated with the anima.

Often contrasted with Logos
 .




V.
 


[Astronomy]

 an asteroid discovered in 1898. At times it comes nearer to the earth than any celestial body except the moon.







– origin

 Latin, from Greek, literally ‘sexual love.’





erosion

 
/əˈrōZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of eroding or being eroded by wind, water, or other natural agents




•
 
the problem of soil erosion.










2.
 
the gradual destruction or diminution of something




•
 
the erosion of support for the party.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 the gradual destruction of tissue or tooth enamel by physical or chemical action.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 a place where surface tissue has been gradually destroyed




•
 
patients with gastric erosions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
erosional

 
/əˈrōZHənl ēˈrōZHənl əˈrōZHnəl ēˈrōZHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
erosive

 
/əˈrōsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Latin 
erosio(n-)

 , from 
erodere

 ‘wear or gnaw away’ (see erode
 ).






erotic

 
/əˈrädik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or tending to arouse sexual desire or excitement.








II.
 
derivatives





erotically

 
/əˈrädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
érotique

 , from Greek 
erōtikos

 , from 
erōs

 , 
erōt-

 ‘sexual love.’





erotica

 
/əˈrädəkə/





I.
 
noun




literature or art intended to arouse sexual desire.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
erōtika

 , neuter plural of 
erōtikos

 (see erotic
 ).





eroticism

 
/əˈrädəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
the quality or character of being erotic




•
 
a disturbing blend of violence and eroticism.










2.
 
sexual desire or excitement.













eroticize

 
/əˈrädəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something or someone) erotic qualities




•
 
certain symbols and body shapes are eroticized.














II.
 
derivatives





eroticization

 
/iˌrätəsəˈzāSHən /






noun





















erotism

 
/əˈräˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun




sexual desire or excitement; eroticism.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
erōs

 , 
erōt-

 ‘sexual love’ + -ism
 .





eroto-





I.
 
combining form




relating to eroticism




•
 
erotomania.

















– origin

 from Greek 
erōs

 , 
erōt-

 ‘sexual love.’





erotogenic

 
/əˌrädəˈjenik ēˌrädəˈjenik əˌrōdəˈjenik ēˌrōdəˈjenik /

 
erotogenous






adjective




another term for erogenous
 .













erotology

 
/ˌerəˈtäləjē/






noun




the study of sexual love and behavior.














erotomania

 
/əˌrädəˈmānēə əˌrōdəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychiatry]

 excessive sexual desire.




2.
 
a delusion in which a person (typically a woman) believes that another person (typically of higher social status) is in love with them.

Also called de Clerambault's syndrome
 .








II.
 
derivatives





erotomaniac

 
/əˌrädəˈmānēˌak əˌrōdəˈmānēˌak ēˌrädəˈmānēˌak ēˌrōdəˈmānēˌak /






noun





















err

 
/er ər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 be mistaken or incorrect; make a mistake




•
 
the judge had 
erred in

 ruling that the evidence was inadmissible.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
erring

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 sin; do wrong




•
 
the erring brother who had wrecked his life.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
err on the right side






act so that the least harmful of possible mistakes or errors in is the most likely to occur.









2.
 
err on the side of






display more rather than less of (a specified quality) in one's actions




•
 
it is better to err on the side of caution.















3.
 
to err is human, to forgive divine








‹proverb›

 it is human nature to make mistakes oneself while finding it hard to forgive others.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘wander, go astray’): from Old French 
errer

 , from Latin 
errare

 ‘to stray.’ / 
usage:

 Traditionally, 
err

 rhymes with her, although the pronunciation that rhymes with hair is now common.





errand

 
/ˈerənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short journey undertaken in order to deliver or collect something, often on someone else's behalf




•
 
she asked Tim to 
run an errand

 for her.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the purpose or object of an errand




•
 
she knew that if she stated her errand, she would not be able to see him.














II.
 
phrases





errand of mercy






a mission carried out to help someone in difficulty.















– origin

 Old English 
ǣrende

 ‘message, mission,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old High German 
ārunti

 , and obscurely to Swedish 
ärende

 and Danish 
ærinde

 .





errand boy

 
/ˈerənd ˌboi/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a boy employed in a shop or office to make deliveries and run other errands.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 a man who is in the lowest rank of an organization




•
 
Louis was Harry's errand boy, a gofer.




















errant

 
/ˈerənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — erring or straying from the proper course or standards




•
 
he could never forgive his daughter's errant ways.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a polychaete worm) of a predatory kind that moves about actively and is not confined to a tube or burrow.




3.
 
[often 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 traveling in search of adventure




•
 
that same lady errant.







See also knight errant
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
errancy

 
/ˈerənsē /






noun





errant
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
errantry

 
/ˈerəntrē /






noun





errant
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): 
sense

 1 from Latin 
errant-

 ‘erring,’ from the verb 
errare

 ; 
sense

 2 from Old French 
errant

 ‘traveling,’ present participle of 
errer

 , from late Latin 
iterare

 ‘go on a journey,’ from 
iter

 ‘journey.’ Compare with arrant
 .





erratic

 
/əˈradik/





I.
 
adjective




not even or regular in pattern or movement; unpredictable




•
 
her breathing was erratic.














II.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a rock or boulder that differs from the surrounding rock and is believed to have been brought from a distance by glacial action.








III.
 
derivatives





erraticism

 
/iˈratiˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
erratique

 , from Latin 
erraticus

 , from 
errare

 ‘to stray, err.’





erratically

 
/əˈradəklē/






adverb




in a manner that is not even or regular in pattern or movement; unpredictably




•
 
he had been seen driving erratically minutes before the accident




•
 
you're having mood swings and behaving erratically.



















erratum

 
/eˈrädəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an error in printing or writing.




2.
 
(
errata

 )
 — a list of corrected errors appended to a book or published in a subsequent issue of a journal.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘error,’ neuter past participle of 
errare

 ‘err.’





Er Rif

 
/ˌər ˈrif/






another name for Rif Mountains
 .









erroneous

 
/əˈrōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




wrong; incorrect




•
 
employers sometimes make erroneous assumptions.














II.
 
derivatives





erroneousness

 
/eˈrōnēəsnəs ēˈrōnēəsnəs ēˈrōnyəsnəs eˈrōnyəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
erroneus

 (from 
erro(n-)

 ‘vagabond,’ from 
errare

 ‘to stray, err’) + -ous
 .





erroneously

 
/əˈrōnēəslē/






adverb




in a mistaken way; incorrectly




•
 
he was erroneously reported dead




•
 
some erroneously believe the law will protect them.



















error

 
/ˈerər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mistake




•
 
spelling errors




•
 
an error of judgment.










2.
 
the state or condition of being wrong in conduct or judgment




•
 
the money had been paid 
in error






•
 
the crash was caused by 
human error

 .










3.
 


[Baseball]

 a misplay by a fielder that allows a batter to reach base or a runner to advance.




4.
 


‹technical›

 a measure of the estimated difference between the observed or calculated value of a quantity and its true value.




5.
 


[Law]

 a mistake of fact or of law in a court's opinion, judgment or order.








II.
 
phrases





see the error of one's ways






realize or acknowledge one's wrongdoing.












III.
 
derivatives





errorless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
error

 , from 
errare

 ‘to stray, err.’





error bar






noun






[Mathematics]

 a line through a point on a graph, parallel to one of the axes, which represents the uncertainty or error of the corresponding coordinate of the point.













error correction






noun






[Computing]

 the automatic correction of errors that arise from the incorrect transmission of digital data.













error-free






adjective




containing no mistakes; faultless




•
 
the program and the design are error-free




•
 
an error-free performance.



















error message






noun






[Computing]

 a message displayed on a monitor screen or printout, indicating that an incorrect instruction has been given, or that there is an error resulting from faulty software or hardware.













error-prone






adjective




tending to make or cause errors




•
 
a complex and error-prone process.



















ersatz

 
/ˈerˌzäts ˈerˌsäts/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a product) made or used as a substitute, typically an inferior one, for something else




•
 
ersatz coffee.










2.
 
not real or genuine




•
 
ersatz emotion.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘replacement.’





Erse

 
/ərs/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 the Scottish or Irish Gaelic language.











– origin

 early Scots form of Irish
 .





erst

 
/ərst/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 long ago; formerly




•
 
the friends whom erst you knew.

















– origin

 Old English 
ǣrest

 , superlative of 
ǣr

 (see ere
 ).





erstwhile

 
/ˈərstˌ(h)wīl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
former




•
 
his erstwhile rivals.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 formerly




•
 
Mary Anderson, erstwhile the queen of America's stage.



















erucic acid

 
/iˌro͞osik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a solid compound present in mustard and rape seeds.

[An unsaturated fatty acid: chem. formula: C21
 H41
 COOH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
erucic

 from Latin 
eruca

 ‘rocket’ (denoting the plant) + -ic
 .





eruct

 
/iˈrəkt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 emit stomach gas noisily through the mouth; belch.













eructation

 
/əˌrəkˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a belch.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
eructatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
eructare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
ructare

 ‘belch.’





erudite

 
/ˈer(y)əˌdīt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing great knowledge or learning.








II.
 
derivatives





eruditely

 
/ˈer(y)əˌdītlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
eruditus

 , past participle of 
erudire

 ‘instruct, train’ (based on 
rudis

 ‘rude, untrained’).





erudition

 
/ˌer(y)o͝oˈdiSH(ə)n/






noun




the quality of having or showing great knowledge or learning; scholarship




•
 
he was known for his wit, erudition, and teaching skills.



















erumpent

 
/iˈrəmpənt/






adjective






[Biology]

 bursting forth or through a surface




•
 
perithecia separately or collectively erumpent




•
 


‹figurative›

 a spectacle of erumpent patriotism.




















erupt

 
/əˈrəpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a volcano) become active and eject lava, ash, and gases




•
 
Mount Pinatubo began erupting in June.










2.
 
be ejected from an active volcano




•
 
hot lava erupted from the crust.










3.
 
(of an object) explode with fire and noise resembling an active volcano




•
 
smoke bombs erupted everywhere.










4.
 
break out or burst forth suddenly and dramatically




•
 
fierce fighting erupted between the army and guerrillas




•
 
cheers erupted from the crowd.










5.
 
give vent to anger, enthusiasm, amusement, or other feelings in a sudden and noisy way




•
 
the soldiers erupted in fits of laughter.










6.
 
(of a pimple, rash, or other prominent mark) suddenly appear on the skin.




7.
 
(of the skin) suddenly develop a pimple, rash, or mark.




8.
 
(of a tooth) break through the gums during normal development.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
erupt-

 ‘broken out,’ from the verb 
erumpere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
rumpere

 ‘burst out, break.’





eruption

 
/əˈrəpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of erupting




•
 
the eruption of Vesuvius




•
 
magma is stored in crustal reservoirs before eruption.










2.
 
a sudden outbreak of something, typically something unwelcome or noisy




•
 
a sudden eruption of street violence.










3.
 
a spot, rash, or other prominent and reddish mark appearing suddenly on the skin.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
eruptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
erumpere

 (see erupt
 ).





eruptive

 
/əˈrəptiv/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or formed by volcanic activity




•
 
a history of the eruptive activity in an area.










2.
 
producing or characterized by eruptions




•
 
an acute eruptive disease.



















eruv

 
/ˈero͝ov/





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 an urban area enclosed by a wire boundary that symbolically extends the private domain of Jewish households into public areas, permitting activities within it that are normally forbidden in public on the Sabbath.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
῾ērūḇ

 , from a base meaning ‘mixture.’





Erving, Julius

 
/ˈərviNG/






(1950–), US basketball player; full name 
Julius Winfield Erving

 ; known as 
Dr. J.

 He played most of his career with the Philadelphia 76ers 1977–87. Basketball Hall of Fame (1993).










-ery

 
-ry





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a class or kind




•
 
confectionery




•
 
greenery.










3.
 
denoting an occupation, a state, a condition, or behavior




•
 
archery




•
 
bravery




•
 
slavery.










4.
 
with depreciatory reference




•
 
knavery




•
 
tomfoolery.










5.
 
denoting a place set aside for an activity or a grouping of things, animals, etc.




•
 
orangery




•
 
rookery.

















– origin

 from French 
-erie

 , based on Latin 
-arius

 and 
-ator

 .






eryngium

 
/iˈrinjēəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Eryngium

 in the parsley family, especially (in gardening) sea holly.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
eryngion

 , from a diminutive of Greek 
ērungos

 ‘sea holly.’





eryngo

 
/əˈriNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




another term for sea holly
 or eryngium
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian and Spanish 
eringio

 , from Latin 
eryngion

 (see eryngium
 ).






erysipelas

 
/ˌerəˈsipələs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an acute, sometimes recurrent disease caused by a bacterial infection. It is characterized by large, raised red patches on the skin, especially that of the face and legs, with fever and severe general illness.

[This is caused by 
Streptococcus pyogenes

 , a Gram-positive coccus.]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
erusipelas

 ; perhaps related to 
eruthros

 ‘red’ and 
pella

 ‘skin.’





erysipeloid

 
/ˌerəˈsipəloid/






noun






[Medicine]

 dermatitis of the hands due to bacterial infection, occurring mainly among handlers of meat and fish products.

[This is caused by 
Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae

 , a Gram-positive bacterium occurring either as slightly curved rods or as filaments.]













erythema

 
/ˌerəˈTHēmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 superficial reddening of the skin, usually in patches, as a result of injury or irritation causing dilatation of the blood capillaries.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
erythemal

 
/-məl /






adjective













2.
 
erythematous

 
/-ˈTHemətəs, -ˈTHēmətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
eruthēma

 , from 
eruthainein

 ‘be red,’ from 
eruthros

 ‘red.’





erythrism

 
/ˈerəˌTHrizəm, iˈriTH-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a congenital condition of abnormal redness in an animal's fur, plumage, or skin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
eruthros

 ‘red’ + -ism
 .





erythritol

 
/əˈriTHrətôl əˈriTHrəˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sweet substance extracted from certain lichens and algae. It is used medicinally as a vasodilator.

[A tetrahydric alcohol; chem. formula: C4
 H10
 O4
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
erythrite

 (earlier name for 
erythritol

 ) + -ol
 .





erythro-





I.
 
combining form




(used commonly in zoological and medical terms) red




•
 
erythrocyte.

















– origin

 from Greek 
eruthros

 ‘red.’





erythroblast

 
/əˈriTHrōˌblast/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 an immature erythrocyte containing a nucleus.








II.
 
derivatives





erythroblastic

 
/iˌriTHrōˈblastik /






adjective






















erythroblastosis

 
/əˌriTHrōblaˈstōsəs/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the abnormal presence of erythroblasts in the blood.




2.
 
(also 
erythroblastosis fetalis

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 another term for hemolytic disease of the newborn
 .














erythrocyte

 
/iˈriTHrəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a red blood cell that (in humans) is typically a biconcave disc without a nucleus. Erythrocytes contain the pigment hemoglobin, which imparts the red color to blood, and transport oxygen and carbon dioxide to and from the tissues.








II.
 
derivatives





erythrocytic

 
/iˌriTHrəˈsitik /






adjective





















erythrogenic

 
/iˌriTHrəˈjenik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a bacterial toxin) causing inflammation and reddening of the skin.













erythroid

 
/əˈriTHˌroid/






adjective






[Physiology]

 of or relating to erythrocytes.













erythroleukemia

 
/iˌriTHrōlo͞oˈkēmēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a rare acute form of leukemia in which there is proliferation of immature red and white blood cells.













erythromycin

 
/iˌriTHrəˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic used in the treatment of infections caused by Gram-positive bacteria. It is similar in its effects to penicillin.

[This is obtained from the streptomycete bacterium 
Streptomyces erythreus

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from elements of the modern Latin taxonomic name 
Streptomyces erythreus

 + -in
 1
 .





erythronium

 
/ˌeriˈTHrōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes dogtooth violet.

[Genus 
Erythronium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
(saturion) eruthronion

 ‘red-flowered (orchid).’





erythropoiesis

 
/iˌriTHrōpoiˈēsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the production of red blood cells.








II.
 
derivatives





erythropoietic

 
/-ˈetik /






adjective





















erythropoietin

 
/əˌriTHrōˈpoiətn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the kidneys that increases the rate of production of red blood cells in response to falling levels of oxygen in the tissues.














Erzgebirge

 
/ˈertsɡəˌbirɡə/






a mountain range on the border between Germany and the Czech Republic.

Also called the Ore Mountains
 .









Erzurum

 
/ˈerzəro͞om/






a city in northeastern Turkey, capital of a mountainous province of the same name; pop. 338,100 (est. 2007).









Es






symbol




the chemical element einsteinium.














-es1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming plurals of nouns ending in sibilant sounds




•
 
boxes




•
 
kisses.










2.
 
forming plurals of certain nouns ending in 
-o






•
 
potatoes




•
 
heroes.

















– origin

 variant of -s
 1
 .






-es2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming the third person singular of the present tense:




2.
 
in verbs ending in sibilant sounds




•
 
pushes.










3.
 
in verbs ending in 
-o

 (but not 
-oo

 )




•
 
goes.

















– origin

 variant of -s
 2
 .





ESA






abbreviation




European Space Agency.













Esaki, Leo

 
/eˈsäkē/






(1925–), Japanese physicist. He investigated and pioneered the development of quantum-mechanical tunneling of electrons in semiconductor devices. He designed the tunnel diode. He shared the 1973 Nobel Prize for Physics with Ivar Giaever (1929–) and Brian D. Josephson (1940–).

See tunnel diode
 .









Esau

 
/ˈēsô/






(in the Bible) the elder of the twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca, who sold his birthright to his brother Jacob and was tricked out of his father's blessing by his brother (Gen. 25, 27).









escabeche

 
/ˌeskəˈbeCHā/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish dish consisting of fried fish that is marinated and served cold.











– origin

 Spanish.





escadrille

 
/ˈeskəˌdril, ˌeskəˈdril/





I.
 
noun




a French squadron of aircraft.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘flotilla, flight.’






escalade

 
/ˌeskəˈlād/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the scaling of fortified walls using ladders, as a form of military attack.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Spanish 
escalada

 , 
escalado

 , from medieval Latin 
scalare

 ‘to scale, climb,’ from Latin 
scala

 ‘ladder.’





escalate

 
/ˈeskəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase rapidly




•
 
the price of tickets escalated




•
 (as 
adj.

 
escalating

 )
 
the escalating cost of health care.










2.
 
become or cause to become more intense or serious


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the disturbance 
escalated into

 a full-scale riot




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we do not want to escalate the war.

















– origin

 1920s (in the sense ‘travel on an escalator’): back-formation from escalator
 .





escalation

 
/ˌeskəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a rapid increase; a rise




•
 
cost escalations.










2.
 
an increase in the intensity or seriousness of something; an intensification




•
 
an escalation of violence.




















escalator

 
/ˈeskəˌlādər/





I.
 
noun




a moving staircase consisting of an endlessly circulating belt of steps driven by a motor, conveying people between the floors of a public building.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally as a trade name): from 
escalade

 ‘climb a wall by ladder’ (from the noun escalade
 ), on the pattern of 
elevator

 .





escalator clause

 
/ˈeskəˌlādər klôz/






noun




a clause in a contract that allows for an increase or a decrease in wages or prices under certain conditions.














escallop

 
/əˈskäləp əˈskaləp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
variant spelling of escalope
 .




2.
 
another term for scallop
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a scallop shell as a charge.








II.
 
verb




another term for scallop
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
escalope

 ‘shell.’ Compare with escalope
 and scallop
 .






escalope

 
/iˈskäləp ˌeskəˈlōp/





I.
 
noun




a thin slice of meat without any bone, typically a special cut of veal from the leg that is coated, fried, and served in a sauce.

Also called scallop
 .











– origin

 French; compare with escallop
 and scallop
 .






escapade

 
/ˈeskəˌpād/





I.
 
noun




an act or incident involving excitement, daring, or adventure.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘an escape’): from French, from Provençal or Spanish, from 
escapar

 ‘to escape,’ based on medieval Latin 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
cappa

 ‘cloak.’ Compare with escape
 .






escape

 
/əˈskāp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — break free from confinement or control




•
 
two burglars have just escaped from prison




•
 (as 
adj.

 
escaped

 )
 
escaped convicts.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — elude or get free from (someone)




•
 
he drove along I-84 to escape the police.










3.
 
succeed in avoiding or eluding something dangerous, unpleasant, or undesirable




•
 
the driver 
escaped with

 a broken knee




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a baby boy narrowly escaped death.










4.
 
(of a gas, liquid, or heat) leak from a container.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of words or sounds) issue involuntarily or inadvertently from (someone or their lips)




•
 
a sob escaped her lips.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fail to be noticed or remembered by (someone)




•
 
the name escaped him




•
 
it may have escaped your notice, but this is not a hotel.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 interrupt (an operation) by means of the escape key.




8.
 
cause (a subsequent character or characters) to be interpreted differently.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of breaking free from confinement or control




•
 
the story of his escape from a POW camp




•
 
he could think of no way of escape, short of rudeness.










2.
 
an act of successfully avoiding something dangerous, unpleasant, or unwelcome




•
 
the baby was fine, but it was a lucky escape.










3.
 
a means of escaping from somewhere


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he had planned his escape route.










4.
 
a form of temporary distraction from reality or routine




•
 
romantic novels should present an escape from the dreary realities of life.










5.
 
a leakage of gas, liquid, or heat from a container.




6.
 
a garden plant or pet animal that has gone wild and (especially in plants) become naturalized.




7.
 
(also 
escape key

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a key on a computer keyboard that either interrupts the current operation or causes subsequent characters to be interpreted differently.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
escapable






adjective













2.
 
escaper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eschaper

 , based on medieval Latin 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
cappa

 ‘cloak.’ Compare with escapade
 .





escape clause






noun




a clause in a contract that specifies the conditions under which one party can be freed from an obligation.













escapee

 
/əˌskāˈpē ˌesˌkāˈpē/






noun




a person who has escaped from somewhere, especially prison.













escape hatch

 
/əˈskāp ˌhaCH eˈskāp ˌhaCH/






noun




a hatch for use as an emergency exit, especially from a submarine, ship, or aircraft.













escape mechanism






noun






[Psychology]

 a mental process such as daydreaming that enables a person to avoid acknowledging unpleasant or threatening aspects of reality.













escapement

 
/əˈskāpmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mechanism in a clock or watch that alternately checks and releases the train by a fixed amount and transmits a periodic impulse from the spring or weight to the balance wheel or pendulum.




2.
 
a mechanism in a typewriter that shifts the carriage a small fixed amount to the left after a key is pressed and released.




3.
 
the part of the mechanism in a piano that enables the hammer to fall back as soon as it has struck the string.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
échappement

 , from 
échapper

 ‘to escape.’





escape velocity

 
/əˈskāp eˈskāp vəˈläsədē/






noun




the lowest velocity that a body must have in order to escape the gravitational attraction of a particular planet or other object.













escape wheel

 
/əˈskāp eˈskāp (h)wēl/






noun




a toothed wheel in the escapement of a watch or clock.













escapism

 
/əˈskāpˌizəm/






noun




the tendency to seek distraction and relief from unpleasant realities, especially by seeking entertainment or engaging in fantasy.













escapist

 
/əˈskāpist/





I.
 
noun




a person who seeks distraction and relief from unpleasant realities, especially in the form of entertainment or fantasy




•
 
the perfect escapist's paradise, almost as remote as a desert island.














II.
 
adjective




providing or seeking distraction and relief from unpleasant realities, especially in the form of entertainment or fantasy




•
 
I was ready for a good escapist read




•
 
the escapist desires of the moviegoing public.



















escapologist

 
/eskəˈpäləjəst əˌskāˈpäləjəst/





I.
 
noun




an entertainer specializing in escaping from the confinement of such things as ropes, handcuffs, and chains.








II.
 
derivatives





escapology

 
/əˌskāˈpäləjē ˌeskəˈpäləjē /






noun





















escargot

 
/ˌeskärˈɡō/





I.
 
noun




a snail, especially as an item on a menu.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
escargol

 , from Provençal 
escaragol

 .





escarole

 
/ˈeskəˌrōl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an endive of a variety with broad undivided leaves and a slightly bitter flavor, used in salads.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from Italian 
scar(i)ola

 , based on Latin 
esca

 ‘food.’





escarpment

 
/əˈskärpmənt/





I.
 
noun




a long, steep slope, especially one at the edge of a plateau or separating areas of land at different heights.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
escarpement

 , 
escarpe

 ‘scarp,’ from Italian 
scarpa

 ‘slope.’ Compare with scarp
 .






Escaut

 
/esˈkō/






French name for Scheldt
 .









-esce





I.
 
suffix




forming verbs, often denoting the initiation of action




•
 
coalesce




•
 
effervesce.

















– origin

 from or suggested by Latin verbs ending in 
-escere

 .





-escence





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-escent

 (such as 
fluorescence

 corresponding to 
fluorescent

 ).











– origin

 see -escent
 .






-escent





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives denoting a developing state or action




•
 
coalescent




•
 
fluorescent.

















– origin

 from French, or from Latin 
-escent-

 (present participial stem of verbs ending in 
-escere

 ).





eschar

 
/ˈeskär/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a dry, dark scab or falling away of dead skin, typically caused by a burn, or by the bite of a mite, or as a result of anthrax infection.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
eschare

 or late Latin 
eschara

 ‘scar or scab,’ from Greek (see also scar
 ).





eschatology

 
/ˌeskəˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the part of theology concerned with death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eschatological

 
/ˌesˌkadlˈäjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
eschatologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
eskhatos

 ‘last’ + -logy
 .





eschaton

 
/ˈeskəˌtän/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the eschaton

 )


1.
 


[Theology]

 the final event in the divine plan; the end of the world.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
eskhaton

 , neuter of 
eskhatos

 ‘last.’






escheat

 
/əsˈCHēt /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
the reversion of property to the state, or (in feudal law) to a lord, on the owner's dying without legal heirs.




2.
 
an item of property affected by this.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of land) revert to a lord or the state by escheat.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
escheated

 )
 — hand over (land) as an escheat.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eschete

 , based on Latin 
excidere

 ‘fall away,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out of, from’ + 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’





Escher, M. C.

 
/ˈeSHər/






(1898–1972), Dutch graphic artist; full name 
Maurits Corneille Escher

 . His prints are characterized by their sophisticated use of visual illusion.










eschew

 
/əsˈCHo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately avoid using; abstain from




•
 
he appealed to the crowd to eschew violence.














II.
 
derivatives





eschewal






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
eschiver

 , ultimately of Germanic origin and related to German 
scheuen

 ‘shun,’ also to shy
 1
 .





Escoffier, Georges-Auguste

 
/ˌeskäfˈyā/






(1846–1935), French chef. He gained an international reputation while working in London at the Savoy Hotel 1890–99 and later at the Carlton 1899–1919.










escolar

 
/ˌeskəˈlär/





I.
 
noun




a large, elongated predatory fish occurring in tropical and temperate oceans throughout the world.

Also called snake mackerel
 . [Family 
Gempylidae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘scholar,’ so named because the ringed markings around the eyes resemble spectacles.





Escondido

 
/ˌeskənˈdēdō/






a commercial city in southwestern California, north of San Diego; pop. 137,103 (est. 2008).









Escorial

 
/eˈskôrēəl, ˌeskôrˈyäl/






a monastery and palace in central Spain, near Madrid, built in the late 16th century by Philip II.









escort





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈesˌkôrt /



1.
 
a person, vehicle, ship, or aircraft, or a group of these, accompanying another for protection, security, or as a mark of rank




•
 
a police escort




•
 
he was driven away under armed escort.










2.
 
a man who accompanies a woman to a particular social event.




3.
 
a person, typically a woman, who may be hired to accompany someone socially


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an escort agency.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/iˈskôrt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accompany (someone or something) somewhere, especially for protection or security, or as a mark of rank




•
 
Shiona escorted Janice to the door




•
 
the shipment was escorted by armed patrol boats.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a body of armed men escorting travelers): from French 
escorte

 (noun), 
escorter

 (verb), from Italian 
scorta

 , feminine past participle of 
scorgere

 ‘to conduct, guide,’ based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
corrigere

 ‘set right’ (see correct
 ).





escritoire

 
/ˌeskrəˈtwär/





I.
 
noun




a small writing desk with drawers and compartments.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
scriptorium

 ‘writing room’ (see scriptorium
 ).






escrow

 
/ˈeskrō /

 

‹Law›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bond, deed, or other document kept in the custody of a third party, taking effect only when a specified condition has been fulfilled.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a deposit or fund held in trust or as a security




•
 
an escrow account.










3.
 
the state of being kept in custody or trust




•
 
the board holds funds 
in escrow

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 place in custody or trust.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
escroe

 ‘scrap, scroll,’ from medieval Latin 
scroda

 , of Germanic origin; related to shred
 .





escudo

 
/eˈsk(y)o͞odō/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Portugal (until the introduction of the euro) and Cape Verde, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese, from Latin 
scutum

 ‘shield.’





esculent

 
/ˈeskyələnt /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective




fit to be eaten; edible.








II.
 
noun




a thing, especially a vegetable, fit to be eaten.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
esculentus

 , from 
esca

 ‘food,’ from 
esse

 ‘eat.’






escutcheon

 
/əˈskəCHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shield or emblem bearing a coat of arms.




2.
 
(also 
escutcheon plate

 )
 — a flat piece of metal for protection and often ornamentation, around a keyhole, door handle, or light switch.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a blot on one's escutcheon






a stain on one's reputation or character.









2.
 
escutcheon of pretense






a small shield within a coat of arms, bearing another coat or device to which the bearer has a claim, especially one to which a man's wife is heiress.












III.
 
derivatives





escutcheoned






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
escuchon

 , based on Latin 
scutum

 ‘shield.’





Esd.






abbreviation




Esdras, either in the Apocrypha or the Vulgate (in biblical references).













Esdras

 
/ˈezdrəs/





I.
 
either of two books of the Apocrypha. The first is mainly a compilation from Chronicles, Nehemiah, and Ezra; the second is a record of angelic revelation.




II.
 
(in the Vulgate) the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.









ese

 
/ˈesā /

 
ése





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (in Spanish-speaking regions) used as a form of address for a man




•
 
I told him all about you, ese.

















– origin

 Mexican Spanish.





ESE






abbreviation




east-southeast.














-ese





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and nouns:




2.
 
denoting an inhabitant or language of a country or city




•
 
Japanese




•
 
Viennese.










3.
 


‹often derogatory›

 (especially with reference to language) denoting character or style




•
 
journalese




•
 
officialese.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-eis

 , based on Latin 
-ensis

 .





e-security






noun




another term for cybersecurity
 .













esemplastic

 
/ˌesemˈplastik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 molding into one; unifying.








II.
 
derivatives





esemplastically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
es

 ‘into’ + 
hen

 (neuter of 
heis

 ‘one’) + plastic
 ; formed irregularly by Coleridge, probably suggested by German 
Ineinsbildung

 , in the same sense.





eserine

 
/ˈesəˌrēn, ˈesərin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for physostigmine
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
ésérine

 , from Efik 
esere

 .





e-shopping

 
/ˈēˌSHäpiNG/






noun




the action or activity of buying goods or services over the Internet




•
 
the rapid growth in e-shopping has been the focus of much public debate.



















e-signature






noun






[Computing]

 short for electronic signature
 .




•
 
the notification bears the e-signature of the director.



















Esk.






abbreviation




Eskimo.













esker

 
/ˈeskər/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a long ridge of gravel and other sediment, typically having a winding course, deposited by meltwater from a retreating glacier or ice sheet.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Irish 
eiscir

 .






Eskimo

 
/ˈeskəˌmō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹often (esp. in Canada & Greenland) offensive›

 a member of an indigenous people inhabiting northern Canada, Alaska, Greenland, and eastern Siberia, traditionally living by hunting (especially of seals) and by fishing.




2.
 
either of the two main languages of the Eskimo people (Inuit and Yupik), forming a major division of the Eskimo-Aleut family.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Eskimos or their languages.











– origin

 via French 
Esquimaux

 , possibly from Spanish 
esquimao

 , 
esquimal

 , from Montagnais 
ayas̆kimew

 ‘person who laces a snowshoe,’ probably applied first to the Micmac and later to the Eskimo (see husky
 2
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 In recent years, 
Eskimo

 has come to be regarded as offensive because of one of its possible etymologies (Abnaki 
askimo

 ‘eater of raw meat’), but this descriptive name is accurate since Eskimos traditionally derived their vitamins from eating raw meat. This dictionary gives another possible etymology above, but the etymological problem is still unresolved. 
2

 The peoples inhabiting the regions from northwestern Canada to western Greenland call themselves 
Inuit

 (see usage at Inuit
 ), but in the US, 
Eskimo

 is the only term that can be properly applied to all of the peoples as a whole, and it is still widely used in anthropological and archaeological contexts. The broader term 
Native American

 is sometimes used to refer to Eskimo and Aleut peoples. See usage at Native American
 .





Eskimo-Aleut

 
/ˌeskəˌmōəˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the family of languages comprising Inuit, Yupik, and Aleut.








II.
 
noun




the Eskimo-Aleut family of languages.













Eskimo curlew






noun




a small New World curlew with a striped head, formerly common in the arctic tundra but now close to extinction.

[
Numenius borealis

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]













Eskimo pie






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a bar of chocolate-coated ice cream.













Eskimo roll






noun




a complete rollover in kayaking, from upright to capsized to upright.













Eskisehir

 
/ˌeskiSHəˈhir/






an industrial and spa city in west central Turkey, the capital of Eskisehir province; pop. 570,900 (est. 2007).









ESL

 
/ˈˌē ˌes ˈel/






abbreviation




English as a second language.













ESN






abbreviation




electronic serial number, a unique identifying number programmed into a mobile phone.













ESOL

 
/ˈēˌsäl/






abbreviation




English for speakers of other languages.













ESOP






abbreviation




employee stock ownership plan; a plan by which a company's capital stock is bought by its employees or workers.













esophagitis

 
/iˌsäfəˈjīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the esophagus.













esophagoscope

 
/əˈsäfəɡəˌskōp/






noun




an instrument for the inspection or treatment of the esophagus.













esophagus

 
/əˈsäfəɡəs ˌēˈsäfəɡəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 oesophagus





I.
 
noun




the part of the alimentary canal that connects the throat to the stomach; the gullet. In humans and other vertebrates it is a muscular tube lined with mucous membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





esophageal

 
/əˌsäfəˈjēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, from Greek 
oisophagos

 .






esoteric

 
/ˌesəˈterik/





I.
 
adjective




intended for or likely to be understood by only a small number of people with a specialized knowledge or interest




•
 
esoteric philosophical debates.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
esoterically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
esotericism

 
/ˌesəˈterəˌsizəm /






noun













3.
 
esotericist

 
/-ˈterəsist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
esōterikos

 , from 
esōterō

 , comparative of 
esō

 ‘within,’ from 
es

 , 
eis

 ‘into.’ Compare with exoteric
 .





esoterica

 
/ˌesəˈterikə/





I.
 
noun




esoteric or highly specialized subjects or publications.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
esōterika

 , neuter plural of 
esōterikos

 ‘esoteric.’





ESP






abbreviation



1.
 
electrostatic precipitator.




2.
 
extrasensory perception.













esp.






abbreviation




especially.













espadrille

 
/ˈespəˌdril/





I.
 
noun




a light canvas shoe with a plaited fiber sole.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Provençal 
espardi(l)hos

 , from 
espart

 ‘esparto,’ from Latin 
spartum

 (see esparto
 ).





espalier

 
/əsˈpalyər esˈpälyər esˈpalyā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fruit tree or ornamental shrub whose branches are trained to grow flat against a wall, supported on a lattice or a framework of stakes.




2.
 
a lattice or framework for an espaliered tree or shrub.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
train (a tree or shrub) to grow flat against a wall.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
spalliera

 , from 
spalla

 ‘shoulder,’ from Latin 
spatula

 (see spatula
 ), in late Latin ‘shoulder blade.’






España

 
/esˈpänyə/






Spanish name for Spain
 .










esparto

 
/əˈspärdō /

 
esparto grass





I.
 
noun




a coarse grass with tough narrow leaves, native to Spain and North Africa. It is used to make ropes, wickerwork, and high-quality paper.

[
Stipa tenacissima

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, via Latin from Greek 
sparton

 ‘rope.’





especial

 
/əˈspeSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
better or greater than usual; special




•
 
these traditions are of especial interest to feminists.










2.
 
for or belonging chiefly to one person or thing




•
 
her outburst was for my especial benefit.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
specialis

 ‘special,’ from 
species

 (see species
 ).





especially

 
/iˈspeSHəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to single out one person, thing, or situation over all others




•
 
he despised them all, especially Sylvester




•
 
a new song, written 
especially for

 Jonathan.










2.
 
to a great extent; very much




•
 
he didn't especially like dancing




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
sleep is especially important for growing children.

















usage:

 There is some overlap in the uses of 
especially

 and 
specially

 . In the broadest terms, both words mean ‘particularly,’ and the preference for one word over the other is linked with particular conventions of use rather than with any deep difference in meaning. For example, there is little to choose between written 
especially

 for Jonathan and written 
specially

 for Jonathan, and neither is more correct than the other. On the other hand, in sentences such as he despised them all, 
especially

 Sylvester, substitution of 
specially

 is found in informal uses but should not be used in written English, while in the car was 
specially

 made for the occasion, substitution of 
especially

 is somewhat unusual. Overall, 
especially

 is by far the more common of the two, occurring twenty times as frequently as 
specially

 in the Oxford English Corpus.





Esperanto

 
/ˌespəˈrän(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




an artificial language devised in 1887 as an international medium of communication, based on roots from the chief European languages.








II.
 
derivatives





Esperantist

 
/ˌespəˈrän(t)əst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name 
Dr. Esperanto

 , used as a pen name by the inventor of the language, Ludwik L. Zamenhof (1858–1917), Polish physician; the literal sense is ‘one who hopes’ (based on Latin 
sperare

 ‘to hope’).





espial

 
/əsˈpī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the action of watching or catching sight of something or someone or the fact of being seen




•
 
he withdrew from his point of espial.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘spying’): from Old French 
espiaille

 , from 
espier

 ‘espy.’





espionage

 
/ˈespēəˌnäZH/





I.
 
noun




the practice of spying or of using spies, typically by governments to obtain political and military information.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
espionnage

 , from 
espionner

 ‘to spy,’ from 
espion

 ‘a spy.’





Espiritu Santo

 
/eˌspirito͞o ˈsänto͞o/






a volcanic island in northwestern Vanuatu, the largest in the country. Largely agricultural, it was the site of US bases during World War II.









esplanade

 
/ˈespləˌnäd ˈespləˌnād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, open, level area, typically beside the sea, along which people may walk for pleasure.




2.
 
an open, level space separating a fortress from a town.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an area of flat ground on top of a rampart): from French, from Italian 
spianata

 , from Latin 
explanatus

 ‘flattened, leveled,’ from 
explanare

 (see explain
 ).





Espoo

 
/ˈespō/






the second-largest city in Finland, in the southern part of the country, a western suburb of Helsinki; pop. 173,000.









e-sport






noun




a multiplayer video game played competitively for spectators, typically by professional gamers




•
 
millions of people enjoy watching e-sports




•
 
it's the most popular PC game and currently the most popular e-sport




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the largest e-sports tournament in the world finished yesterday in Seattle.



















Esposito, Phil

 
/ˌespəˈzētō/






(1942–), Canadian ice hockey player; full name 
Philip Anthony Esposito

 . He played for the Chicago Blackhawks 1964–67, the Boston Bruins 1967–75, and the New York Rangers 1975–81. Hockey Hall of Fame (1984).









espousal

 
/iˈspouzl iˈspousl eˈspouzl eˈspousl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of adopting or supporting a cause, belief, or way of life




•
 
his espousal of the leftist cause.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a marriage or engagement.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
espousaille

 , from Latin 
sponsalia

 ‘betrothal,’ neuter plural of 
sponsalis

 (adjective), from 
sponsare

 ‘espouse, betroth.’





espouse

 
/iˈspouz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adopt or support (a cause, belief, or way of life)




•
 
he turned his back on the modernism he had espoused in his youth.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 marry




•
 
Edward had espoused the Lady Grey.










3.
 
(
be espoused to

 )
 — (of a woman) be engaged to (a particular man).








II.
 
derivatives





espouser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘take as a spouse’): from Old French 
espouser

 , from Latin 
sponsare

 , from 
sponsus

 ‘betrothed,’ past participle of 
spondere

 .





espressivo

 
/ˌespreˈsēvō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) with expression of feeling.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
expressus

 ‘distinctly presented.’





espresso

 
/eˈspresˌō/





I.
 
noun




strong black coffee made by forcing steam through ground coffee beans.











– origin

 1940s: from Italian 
(caffè) espresso

 , literally ‘pressed out (coffee).’ / 
usage:

 The often-occurring variant spelling 
expresso

 —and its pronunciation /ikˈspresō/ —is incorrect and was probably formed by analogy with 
express

 .





esprit

 
/əsˈprē/





I.
 
noun




the quality of being lively, vivacious, or witty.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
spiritus

 ‘spirit.’





esprit de corps

 
/eˌsprē də ˈkôr/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of pride, fellowship, and common loyalty shared by the members of a particular group.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘spirit of the body.’





esprit de l'escalier

 
/eˌsprē də ˌleskəlˈyā/





I.
 
noun




used to refer to the fact that a witty remark or retort often comes to mind after the opportunity to make it has passed.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘wit of the staircase.’





espy

 
/əˈspī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 catch sight of




•
 
she espied her daughter rounding the corner.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
espier

 , ultimately of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
spieden

 and German 
spähan

 . Compare with spy
 .





Esq.

 
/ˈesˌkwī(ə)r/






abbreviation




Esquire.














-esque





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) in the style of; resembling




•
 
carnivalesque




•
 
Reaganesque




•
 
Houdini-esque.

















– origin

 from French, via Italian 
-esco

 from medieval Latin 
-iscus

 .





esquire

 
/ˈesˌkwīər əˈskwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Esquire

 ) (abbr.: 
Esq.

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a title appended to a lawyer's surname.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a polite title appended to a man's name when no other title is used, typically in the address of a letter or other documents




•
 
Robert A. Pearson Esquire.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a young nobleman who, in training for knighthood, acted as an attendant to a knight.




4.
 
an officer in the service of a king or nobleman.




5.
 
[as 
title

 ]
 — a landed proprietor or country squire.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
esquier

 , from Latin 
scutarius

 ‘shield-bearer,’ from 
scutum

 ‘shield’; compare with squire
 . 
Sense

 2 was the original denotation, 
sense

 1 being at first a courtesy title given to such a person.





ESR






abbreviation






[Physics]

 electron spin resonance.













ess

 
/es/





I.
 
noun




a thing shaped like the letter S.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the letter 
S

 represented as a word.






-ess1






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns denoting female gender




•
 
abbess




•
 
adulteress




•
 
tigress.

















– origin

 from French 
-esse

 , via late Latin from Greek 
-issa

 . / 
usage:

 The suffix 
-ess

 has been used since the Middle Ages to form nouns denoting female persons, using a neutral or a male form as the base (such as 
hostess

 and 
actress

 from 
host

 and 
actor

 ). Despite the apparent equivalence between the male and female pairs of forms, however, they are rarely equivalent in terms of actual use and connotation in modern English (consider the differences in meaning and use between 
manager

 and 
manageress

 ). In the late 20th century, as the role of women in society changed, some of these feminine forms became problematic and are now regarded as old-fashioned, sexist, and patronizing (e.g., 
poetess

 , 
authoress

 , 
editress

 ). The ‘male’ form is increasingly being used as the ‘neutral’ form, where the gender of the person concerned is simply unspecified.





-ess2






I.
 
suffix




forming abstract nouns from adjectives, such as 
largess

 .











– origin

 Middle English via French 
-esse

 from Latin 
-itia

 .






essay





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈesā /



1.
 
a short piece of writing on a particular subject.




2.
 


‹formal›

 an attempt or effort




•
 
a misjudged essay.










3.
 
a trial design of a postage stamp yet to be accepted.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/eˈsā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 attempt or try




•
 
essay a smile.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘test the quality of’): alteration of assay
 , by association with Old French 
essayer

 , based on late Latin 
exagium

 ‘weighing,’ from the base of 
exigere

 ‘ascertain, weigh’; the noun (late 16th cent.) is from Old French 
essai

 ‘trial.’





essayist

 
/ˈesāəst/






noun




a person who writes essays, especially as a literary genre.













essayistic

 
/ˌesāˈistik/






adjective




characteristic of or used in essays; discursive; informal.













esse

 
/ˈesē, ˈese/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 essential nature or essence.

See also in esse
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to be’ (used as a noun).





Essen

 
/ˈesən/






an industrial city in the Ruhr valley, in northwestern Germany; pop. 583,200 (est. 2006).









essence

 
/ˈesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the intrinsic nature or indispensable quality of something, especially something abstract, that determines its character




•
 
conflict is the essence of drama.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a property or group of properties of something without which it would not exist or be what it is.




3.
 
an extract or concentrate obtained from a particular plant or other matter and used for flavoring or scent.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in essence






basically and without regard for peripheral details; fundamentally




•
 
in detail the class system is complex but in essence it is simple.















2.
 
of the essence






critically important




•
 
time will be of the essence.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
essentia

 , from 
esse

 ‘be.’





Essene

 
/əˈsēn ˈesēn/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient Jewish ascetic sect of the 2nd century 
BC

 –2nd century 
AD

 in Palestine, who lived in highly organized groups and held property in common. The Essenes are widely regarded as the authors of the Dead Sea Scrolls.











– origin

 from Latin 
Esseni

 (plural), from Greek 
Essēnoi

 , perhaps from Aramaic.





essential

 
/əˈsen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
absolutely necessary; extremely important


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
it is essential to keep up-to-date records




•
 
fiber is an essential ingredient.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — fundamental or central to the nature of something or someone




•
 
the essential weakness of the plaintiff's case.










3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 (of an amino acid or fatty acid) required for normal growth but not synthesized in the body and therefore necessary in the diet.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease) with no known external stimulus or cause; idiopathic




•
 
essential hypertension.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
essentials

 )


1.
 
a thing that is absolutely necessary




•
 
we had only the bare essentials in the way of gear.










2.
 
(
essentials

 )
 — the fundamental elements or characteristics of something




•
 
he was quick to grasp the essentials of an opponent's argument.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
essentiality

 
/əˌsen(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
essentialness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘in the highest degree’): from late Latin 
essentialis

 , from Latin 
essentia

 .





essentialism

 
/əˈsen(t)SHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 a belief that things have a set of characteristics that make them what they are, and that the task of science and philosophy is their discovery and expression; the doctrine that essence is prior to existence.

Compare with existentialism
 .




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the view that all children should be taught on traditional lines the ideas and methods regarded as essential to the prevalent culture.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 the view that categories of people, such as women and men, or heterosexuals and homosexuals, or members of ethnic groups, have intrinsically different and characteristic natures or dispositions.








II.
 
derivatives





essentialist






noun, adjective





















essentially

 
/əˈsen(t)SHəlē/






adverb




used to emphasize the basic, fundamental, or intrinsic nature of a person, thing, or situation


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
essentially, they are amateurs.




















essential oil

 
/əˈsen(t)SHəl oil/






noun




a natural oil typically obtained by distillation and having the characteristic fragrance of the plant or other source from which it is extracted.













Essequibo

 
/ˌesəˈkwēbō, -ˈkēbō/






a river in Guyana that rises in the Guiana Highlands and flows north for about 600 miles (965 km) to the Atlantic Ocean.









Essex

 
/ˈesəks/





I.
 
a county in eastern England; county town, Chelmsford.




II.
 
a town in northwestern Vermont that includes the village of Essex Junction; pop. 19,649 (est. 2008).









est

 
/est/





I.
 
noun




a system for self-improvement aimed at developing a person's potential through intensive group awareness and training sessions.











– origin

 1970s: acronym from 
Erhard Seminars Training

 , from the name of Werner 
Erhard

 (born 1935), the American businessman who devised the technique.





EST

 
/ˌē ˌes ˈtē/






abbreviation




Eastern Standard Time (see Eastern time
 ).













est.






abbreviation



1.
 
established.




2.
 
estimated.














-est1


 
/əst, ist/





I.
 
suffix




forming the superlative of adjectives (such as 
shortest

 , 
widest

 ), and of adverbs (such as 
soonest

 ).











– origin

 Old English 
-ost-

 , 
-ust-

 , 
-ast-

 .






-est2


 
/əst, ist /

 
-st





I.
 
suffix






‹archaic›

 forming the second person singular of verbs




•
 
canst




•
 
goest.

















– origin

 Old English 
-est

 , 
-ast

 , 
-st

 .






establish

 
/əˈstabliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set up (an organization, system, or set of rules) on a firm or permanent basis




•
 
the British established a rich trade with Portugal.










2.
 
initiate or bring about (contact or communication)




•
 
the two countries established diplomatic relations.










3.
 
achieve permanent acceptance or recognition for




•
 
the principle of the supremacy of national parliaments needs to be firmly established




•
 
he had 
established himself as

 a film star.










4.
 
introduce (a character, set, or location) into a film or play and allow its identification




•
 
establish the location with a wide shot.










5.
 
show (something) to be true or certain by determining the facts


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the police established that the two passports were forgeries.










6.
 


[Bridge]

 ensure that one's remaining cards in (a suit) will be winners (if not trumped) by playing off the high cards in that suit.








II.
 
derivatives





establisher

 
/əˈstabliSHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (recorded earlier as 
stablish

 ): from Old French 
establiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
establir

 , from Latin 
stabilire

 ‘make firm,’ from 
stabilis

 (adjective) ‘stable.’





established

 
/əˈstabliSHt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having been in existence for a long time and therefore recognized and generally accepted




•
 
the ceremony was an established event in the annual calendar




•
 
an established artist.










2.
 
(of a plant) having taken root; growing well.




3.
 
(of a church or religion) recognized by the government as the national church or religion.








II.
 
phrases





the Established Church






the Church of England or of Scotland.

















establishment

 
/əˈstabliSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of establishing something or being established




•
 
the establishment of a scholarship renews that personal interest of donors in students.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a marriage.




3.
 
a business organization, public institution, or household




•
 
hotels or catering establishments.










4.
 
(usu. 
the Establishment

 )
 — a group in a society exercising power and influence over matters of policy or taste, and seen as resisting change.




5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — an influential group within a specified profession or area of activity




•
 
rumblings of discontent among the medical establishment.










6.
 
(
the Establishment

 or 
the Church Establishment

 )
 — the ecclesiastical system organized by law.




7.
 
the Church of England or of Scotland.













establishmentarian

 
/əˌstabliSHmənˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




adhering to, advocating, or relating to the principle of an established church.








II.
 
noun




a person adhering to or advocating this.








III.
 
derivatives





establishmentarianism

 
/-izəm /






noun





















Establishment Clause






noun






[Law]

 the clause in the First Amendment of the US Constitution that prohibits the establishment of religion by Congress.













estaminet

 
/esˌtamēˈnā/





I.
 
noun




a small cafe in France that sells alcoholic drinks.











– origin

 French, from Walloon 
staminé

 ‘cowshed,’ from 
stamo

 ‘a pole for tethering a cow,’ probably from German 
Stamm

 ‘stem.’





estancia

 
/eˈstansēə/





I.
 
noun




a cattle ranch in Latin America or the southwestern US.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘station,’ from medieval Latin 
stantia

 , based on Latin 
stare

 ‘to stand.’






estate

 
/iˈstāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area or amount of land or property, in particular




2.
 
an extensive area of land in the country, usually with a large house, owned by one person or organization.




3.
 
all the money and property owned by a particular person, especially at death




•
 
in his will, he divided his estate between his wife and daughter.










4.
 
a property where coffee, rubber, grapes, or other crops are cultivated.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 a housing or commercial development.




6.
 
(also 
estate of the realm

 )
 — a class or order regarded as forming part of the body politic, in particular (in Britain), one of the three groups constituting Parliament, now the Lords Spiritual (the heads of the Church), the Lords Temporal (the peerage), and the Commons. They are also known as 
the three estates

 .




7.
 


‹dated›

 a particular class or category of people in society




•
 
the spiritual welfare of all estates of men.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a particular state, period, or condition in life




•
 
programs for the improvement of man's estate




•
 
the holy estate of matrimony.










9.
 
grandeur, pomp, or state




•
 
a chamber without a chair of estate.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘state or condition’): from Old French 
estat

 , from Latin 
status

 ‘state, condition,’ from 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





estate agent

 
/əsˈtāt ˌājənt/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a real estate agent.








II.
 
derivatives





estate agency






noun





















estate car

 
/əsˈtāt ˌkär/






noun






(Brit.)

 a station wagon.














estate tax






noun






(US)

 a tax levied on the net value of the estate of a deceased person before distribution to the heirs.

Also called death tax
 .














esteem

 
/əˈstēm/





I.
 
noun




respect and admiration, typically for a person




•
 
he was held in high esteem by colleagues.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be esteemed

 )


1.
 
respect and admire




•
 
many of these qualities are esteemed by managers




•
 (
esteemed

 )
 
a highly esteemed scholar.










2.
 


‹formal›

 consider; deem


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
I should esteem it a favor if you could speak to them.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘worth, reputation’): from Old French 
estime

 (noun), 
estimer

 (verb), from Latin 
aestimare

 ‘to estimate.’ The verb was originally in the Latin sense, also ‘appraise’ (compare with estimate
 ), used figuratively to mean ‘assess the merit of.’ Current senses date from the 16th cent.





ester

 
/ˈestər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound made by replacing the hydrogen of an acid by an alkyl or other organic group. Many naturally occurring fats and essential oils are esters of fatty acids.








II.
 
derivatives





esterify

 
/əˈsterəˌfī /






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, probably from a blend of 
Essig

 ‘vinegar’ and 
Äther

 ‘ether.’





esterase

 
/ˈestərās ˈestərāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that hydrolyzes particular esters into acids and alcohols or phenols.













esterification

 
/esˌterəfiˈkāSHən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a reaction of an alcohol with an acid to produce an ester and water.













Esth.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Esther.













Esther

 
/ˈestər/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a woman chosen on account of her beauty by the Persian king Ahasuerus (generally supposed to be Xerxes I) to be his queen. She used her influence with him to save the Israelites in captivity from persecution.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing an account of events in the life of Esther; a part survives only in Greek and is included in the Apocrypha.










estimable

 
/ˈestəməbəl/





I.
 
adjective




worthy of great respect.








II.
 
derivatives





estimably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘able to be estimated or appraised’; earlier in 
inestimable

 ): via Old French from Latin 
aestimabilis

 , from 
aestimare

 ‘to estimate.’






estimate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈestəˌmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
roughly calculate or judge the value, number, quantity, or extent of




•
 
the aim is to estimate the effects of macroeconomic policy on the economy




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is estimated that smoking causes 100,000 premature deaths every year




•
 (as 
adj.

 
estimated

 )
 
an estimated cost of $140,000,000.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈestəmət /



1.
 
an approximate calculation or judgment of the value, number, quantity, or extent of something




•
 
at a rough estimate, our staff is recycling a quarter of the paper used.










2.
 
a written statement indicating the likely price that will be charged for specified work or repairs




•
 
compare costs by getting estimates from at least two firms.










3.
 
a judgment of the worth or character of someone or something




•
 
his high estimate of the poem.














III.
 
derivatives





estimative

 
/ˈestəˌmādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aestimat-

 ‘determined, appraised,’ from the verb 
aestimare

 . The noun originally meant ‘intellectual ability, comprehension’ (only in late Middle English), later ‘valuing, a valuation’ (compare with estimation
 ). The verb originally meant ‘to think well or badly of someone or something’ (late 15th cent.), later ‘regard as being, consider to be’ (compare with esteem
 ).






estimation

 
/ˌestəˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough calculation of the value, number, quantity, or extent of something




•
 
estimations of protein concentrations.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a judgment of the worth or character of someone or something




•
 
the pop star rose in my estimation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘comprehension, intuition,’ also ‘valuing, a valuation’): from Latin 
aestimatio(n-)

 , from 
aestimare

 ‘determine, appraise’ (see estimate
 ).





estimator

 
/ˈestəˌmādər/






noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 a rule, method, or criterion for arriving at an estimate of the value of a parameter.




2.
 
a quantity used or evaluated as an estimate.




3.
 
a person who estimates the price, value, number, quantity, or extent of something.













estival

 
/ˈestəvəl esˈtīvəl /

 
aestival





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 belonging to or appearing in summer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
aestivalis

 , from 
aestivus

 , from 
aestus

 ‘heat.’





estivate

 
/ˈestəˌvāt /

 
aestivate





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal, particularly an insect, fish, or amphibian) spend a hot or dry period in a prolonged state of torpor or dormancy.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pass the summer’): from Latin 
aestivat-

 , from 
aestivare

 ‘spend the summer,’ from 
aestus

 ‘heat.’






estivation

 
/ˌestəˈvāSHən /

 
aestivation






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 prolonged torpor or dormancy of an animal during a hot or dry period.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the arrangement of petals and sepals in a flower bud before it opens.

Compare with vernation
 .













estoile

 
/eˈstoil/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a star with (usually six) wavy points or rays.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Old French from Latin 
stella

 ‘star.’





Estonia

 
/eˈstōnēə/





I.
 
a Baltic country on the southern coast of the Gulf of Finland; pop. 1,299,400 (est. 2009); capital, Tallinn; languages, Estonian (official) and Russian.





Previously ruled by the Teutonic Knights and then by Sweden, Estonia was ceded to Russia in 1721. It was proclaimed an independent republic in 1918 but was annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940 as a constituent republic, the Estonian SSR. With the breakup of the Soviet Union, Estonia regained its independence in 1991. In 2004 it joined both NATO and the EU.





Estonian

 
/eˈstōnēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Estonia, or a person of Estonian descent.




2.
 
the Finno-Ugric language of Estonia, closely related to Finnish.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Estonia, its people, or their language.














estop

 
/əˈstäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be estopped from

 )


1.
 


[Law]

 bar or preclude by estoppel.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stop up, dam, plug’): from Old French 
estopper

 ‘stop up, impede,’ from late Latin 
stuppare

 , from Latin 
stuppa

 ‘tow, oakum.’ Compare with stop
 and stuff
 .





estoppel

 
/əˈstäpəl/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the principle that precludes a person from asserting something contrary to what is implied by a previous action or statement of that person or by a previous pertinent judicial determination.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
estouppail

 ‘bung,’ from 
estopper

 (see estop
 ).






estradiol

 
/ˌestrəˈdīôl, -ˌäl /

 


‹Brit.›

 oestradiol





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a major estrogen produced in the ovaries.











– origin

 1930s: from estrus
 + di-
 1
 + -ol
 .





estrange

 
/əsˈtrānj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to be no longer close or affectionate to someone; alienate




•
 
are you deliberately seeking to estrange your readers?

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
estranger

 , from Latin 
extraneare

 ‘treat as a stranger,’ from 
extraneus

 ‘not belonging to the family,’ used as a noun to mean ‘stranger.’ Compare with strange
 .





estranged

 
/iˈstrānjd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) no longer close or affectionate to someone; alienated




•
 
Harriet felt more 
estranged from

 her daughter than ever




•
 
her estranged father.










2.
 
(of a wife or husband) no longer living with their spouse.













estrangement

 
/esˈtrān(d)ZHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the fact of no longer being on friendly terms or part of a social group




•
 
the growing estrangement of the police from their communities.










2.
 
the fact of no longer living with one's spouse; separation.




•
 
a parent's rights in the event of divorce or estrangement.



















estreat

 
/əsˈtrēt /

 

‹Law chiefly historical›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enforce the forfeit of (a surety for bail or other recognizance).








II.
 
noun




a copy of a court record for use in the enforcement of a fine or forfeiture of a recognizance.








III.
 
derivatives





estreatment






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
estraite

 , feminine past participle of 
estraire

 , from Latin 
extrahere

 ‘draw out’ (see extract
 ).





estriol

 
/ˈestrīˌôl, - ˌäl, eˈstrīôl, eˈstrīäl /

 
oestriol





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an estrogen that is one of the metabolic products of estradiol.











– origin

 1930s: from 
estrane

 (the parent molecule of most estrogens) + tri-
 + -ol
 .





estrogen

 
/ˈestrəjən /

 


‹Brit.›

 oestrogen





I.
 
noun




any of a group of steroid hormones that promote the development and maintenance of female characteristics of the body. Such hormones are also produced artificially for use in oral contraceptives or to treat menopausal and menstrual disorders.








II.
 
derivatives





estrogenic

 
/ˌestrəˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from estrus
 + -gen
 .





estrone

 
/ˈestrōn /

 


‹Brit.›

 oestrone





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an estrogen similar to but less potent than estradiol.











– origin

 1930s: from 
estrane

 (parent molecule of most estrogens) + -one
 .





estrous cycle

 
/ˈestrəs ˌsīk(ə)l/






noun




the recurring reproductive cycle in many female mammals, including estrus, ovulation, and changes in the uterine lining.














estrus

 
/ˈestrəs /

 
estrum
 , 

‹or chiefly Brit.›

 oestrus





I.
 
noun




a recurring period of sexual receptivity and fertility in many female mammals; heat




•
 
a mare 
in estrus

 .














II.
 
derivatives





estrous

 
/ˈestrəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
oistros

 ‘gadfly or frenzy.’





estuary

 
/ˈesCHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun




the tidal mouth of a large river, where the tide meets the stream.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
estuarial

 
/ˌesCHo͞oˈe(ə)rēəl /






adjective













2.
 
estuarine

 
/ˈesCHo͞oəˌrīn ˈesCHo͞oəˌrēn /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a tidal inlet of any size): from Latin 
aestuarium

 ‘tidal part of a shore,’ from 
aestus

 ‘tide.’





Estuary English






noun




(in the UK) a type of accent identified as spreading outward from London and containing features of both received pronunciation and London speech.













estufa

 
/eˈsto͞ofə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heated chamber in which Madeira wine is stored and matured.




2.
 


(US)

 an underground chamber in which a fire is kept permanently alight, used as a place of assembly by Pueblo Indians.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, probably based on Greek 
tuphos

 ‘steam or smoke.’





esu






abbreviation




electrostatic unit(s).













esurient

 
/əˈso͝orēənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 hungry or greedy.








II.
 
derivatives





esuriently






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
esurient-

 ‘being hungry,’ from the verb 
esurire

 , from 
esse

 ‘eat.’





ESV






abbreviation




earth satellite vehicle.













ET






abbreviation



1.
 
Eastern time.




2.
 
extraterrestrial.














-et1






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns that were originally diminutives




•
 
baronet




•
 
hatchet




•
 
tablet.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-et

 , 
-ete

 .






-et2


 
-ete





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
comet

 , and often denoting people




•
 
athlete




•
 
poet.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-ētēs

 .





eta

 
/ˈātə, ˈētə/






noun



1.
 
the seventh letter of the Greek alphabet (
Η

 , η), transliterated as ‘e’ or ‘ē.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Eta

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the seventh star in a constellation




•
 
Eta Carinae.



















ETA1


 
/ˌēˌtēˈā/






abbreviation




estimated time of arrival, in particular the time at which an aircraft or ship is expected to arrive at its destination.













ETA2


 
/ˈedə/





I.
 
a Basque separatist movement in Spain, founded in 1959.







– origin

 Basque acronym, from 
Euzkadi ta Azkatasuna

 ‘Basque homeland and liberty.’





etagere

 
/ˌātäˈZHer /

 
étagère





I.
 
noun




a piece of furniture with a number of open shelves for displaying ornaments.











– origin

 French 
étagère

 , from 
étage

 ‘shelf.’





e-tailer

 
/ˈēˌtālər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a retailer selling goods via electronic transactions on the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
e-

 ‘electronic’ and 
retailer

 .





et al.

 
/ˌed ˈäl ed ˈal/





I.
 
abbreviation




and others (used especially in referring to academic books or articles that have more than one author)




•
 
the conclusions of Gardner et al.

















– origin

 from Latin 
et alii

 . / 
usage:

 See usage at et cetera
 .





etalon

 
/ˈādlˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a device consisting of two reflecting glass plates, employed for measuring small differences in the wavelength of light using the interference it produces.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
étalon

 , literally ‘standard of measurement.’





etc.

 
/etˈsedərə /

 
&c.






adverb




short for et cetera
 .














et cetera

 
/et ˈsedərə /

 
etcetera





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used at the end of a list to indicate that further, similar items are included




•
 
we're trying to resolve problems of obtaining equipment, drugs, et cetera.










2.
 
indicating that a list is too tedious or clichéd to give in full




•
 
we've all got to do our duty, pull our weight, et cetera, et cetera.

















– origin

 Latin, from 
et

 ‘and’ and 
cetera

 ‘the rest’ (neuter plural of 
ceterus

 ‘left over’). / 
usage:

 
Et cetera

 (a Latin phrase meaning ‘and the other things, the rest’) is sometimes mispronounced ‘ex cetera,’ and its abbreviation, properly 
etc.

 , is often misspelled ‘ect.’ The phrase ‘and et cetera’ is redundant, for et means ‘and’ in Latin. This abbreviation should be used for things, not for people. 
Et al.

 (an abbreviation of et alii, ‘and other people, and others’) is properly used for others (people) too numerous to mention, as in a list of multiple authors: Bancroft, Fordwick, et al. In general, both terms (and their abbreviations) are common enough that it is not necessary to italicize or underline them.





etceteras

 
/etˈsedərəz/






plural noun




unspecified or typical extra items




•
 
she began to pack her compact, comb, and other etceteras.



















etch

 
/eCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engrave (metal, glass, or stone) by coating it with a protective layer, drawing on it with a needle, and then covering it with acid to attack the parts the needle has exposed, especially in order to produce prints from it


(as 
adj.

 
etched

 )


•
 
etched glass windows.










2.
 
use the etching process to produce (a print or design).




3.
 
(of an acid or other solvent) corrode or eat away the surface of (something).




4.
 
selectively dissolve the surface of (a semiconductor or printed circuit) with a solvent, laser, or stream of electrons.




5.
 
cut or carve (a text or design) on a surface




•
 
her initials were 
etched on

 the table




•
 


‹figurative›

 his name is 
etched in

 baseball history.










6.
 
mark (a surface) with a carved text or design




•
 
a Pictish stone 
etched with

 mysterious designs




•
 


‹figurative›

 her face was 
etched with

 tiredness.










7.
 
cause to stand out or be clearly defined or visible




•
 
Jo watched the outline of the town 
etched against

 the sky




•
 (as 
adj.

 
etched

 )
 
her finely etched profile.










8.
 
(
be etched

 )
 — (of an experience, image, etc.) be permanently fixed in someone's memory




•
 
the events remain etched in the minds of all who witnessed them.














II.
 
noun




the action or process of etching something.








III.
 
derivatives





etcher

 
/ˈeCHər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
etsen

 , from German 
ätzen

 , from a base meaning ‘cause to eat’; related to eat
 .





etchant

 
/ˈeCHənt/






noun




an acid or corrosive chemical used in etching; a mordant.













etching

 
/ˈeCHiNG/






noun



1.
 
a print produced by the process of etching




•
 
etchings of animals and wildflowers.










2.
 
the art or process of producing etched plates or objects.













ETD

 
/ēːtēːˈdēː/






abbreviation




estimated time of departure.













-ete






suffix




variant spelling of -et
 2
 (as in 
athlete

 ).














eternal

 
/əˈtərn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lasting or existing forever; without end or beginning




•
 
the secret of eternal youth




•
 
fear of eternal damnation.










2.
 
(of truths, values, or questions) valid for all time; essentially unchanging




•
 
eternal truths of art and life.










3.
 


‹informal›

 seeming to last or persist forever, especially on account of being tedious or annoying




•
 
eternal nagging demands




•
 
she is an eternal optimist.










4.
 
used to emphasize expressions of admiration, gratitude, or other feelings




•
 
to his eternal credit, he maintained his dignity throughout.










5.
 
(
the Eternal

 )
 — used to refer to an everlasting or universal spirit, as represented by God.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the Eternal City






a name for the city of Rome.









2.
 
eternal triangle






a relationship between three people, typically a couple and the lover of one of them, involving sexual rivalry.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eternality

 
/ˌētərˈnalitē /






noun













2.
 
eternalize

 
/əˈtərn(ə)lˌīz /






verb













3.
 
eternalness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
aeternalis

 , from Latin 
aeternus

 , from 
aevum

 ‘age.’





eternally

 
/əˈtərnəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that continues or lasts forever; permanently


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
his eternally optimistic attitude.




•
 
we must be eternally vigilant.










2.
 


‹informal›

 in an annoying or tedious way that seems to last forever; constantly




•
 
he was rattling on eternally.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — used to emphasize expressions of admiration, gratitude, etc.




•
 
I'll be eternally grateful.



















eternity

 
/əˈtərnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
infinite or unending time




•
 
their love was sealed for eternity




•
 
this state of affairs has lasted 
for all eternity

 .










2.
 
a state to which time has no application; timelessness.




3.
 


[Theology]

 endless life after death




•
 
immortal souls destined for eternity.










4.
 
used euphemistically to refer to death




•
 
he could have crashed the car and taken them both to eternity.










5.
 
(
an eternity

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a period of time that seems very long, especially on account of being tedious or annoying




•
 
a silence that lasted an eternity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
eternite

 , from Latin 
aeternitas

 , from 
aeternus

 ‘without beginning or end’ (see eternal
 ).





eternize

 
/ēˈtərˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 make eternal; cause to live or last forever.














etesian wind

 
/iˈtēZHən wind /

 
Etesian wind





I.
 
noun




another term for meltemi
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
etesian

 from Latin 
etesius

 ‘annual’ (from Greek 
etēsios

 , from 
etos

 ‘year’) + -an
 .





ETF






noun




short for exchange-traded fund
 :




•
 
investments in ETFs have not fallen.



















eth

 
/eT͟H /

 
edh





I.
 
noun




an Old English letter, ð or Ð, representing the dental fricatives and . It was superseded by the digraph 
th

 , but is now used as a phonetic symbol for the voiced dental fricative in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) system.

Compare with thorn
 (
sense

 3).











– origin

 from Danish 
edh

 , perhaps representing the sound of the letter.





Eth.






abbreviation




Ethiopia.













-eth1







suffix




variant spelling of -th
 1
 (as in 
fiftieth

 ).














-eth2


 
-th





I.
 
suffix






‹archaic›

 forming the third person singular of the present tense of verbs




•
 
doeth




•
 
saith.

















– origin

 Old English 
-eth

 , 
-ath

 , 
-th

 .





ethacrynic acid

 
/eTHəˌkrinik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a powerful diuretic drug used in the treatment of fluid retention, especially that associated with heart, liver, and kidney disorders.

[Alternative name: 
2,3-dichloro-4-(2-ethylacryloyl) phenoxyacetic acid

 ; chem. formula: C13
 H12
 Cl2
 O4
 .]











– origin

 1960s: 
ethacrynic

 from elements of the systematic name (see above).





ethambutol

 
/eˈTHambyəˌtôl, -ˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with bacteriostatic properties, used in combination with other drugs in the treatment of tuberculosis.

[A derivative of ethylenediamine; chem. formula: C10
 H24
 N2
 O2
 .]











– origin

 1960s: from 
eth(yl)

 + 
am(ine)

 + 
but(an)ol

 .





ethanal

 
/ˈeTHəˌnäl/





I.
 
noun




systematic chemical name for acetaldehyde
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of ethane
 and aldehyde
 .





ethanamide

 
/eˈTHanəˌmīd/






noun




systematic chemical name for acetamide
 .














ethane

 
/ˈeTHˌān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, odorless, flammable gas that is a constituent of petroleum and natural gas. It is the second member of the alkane series.

[Chem. formula: C2
 H6
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ether
 + -ane
 2
 .





ethanediol

 
/ˌeTHānˈdīôl/






noun




systematic chemical name for ethylene glycol
 .













ethanoic acid

 
/ˌeTHəˌnō-ik ˈasid/






noun




systematic chemical name for acetic acid
 .














ethanol

 
/ˈeTHənōl ˈeTHəˌnôl/





I.
 
noun




a colorless volatile flammable liquid which is produced by the natural fermentation of sugars; alcohol




•
 
yeast used in making beer metabolizes the sugar into ethanol




•
 
we tested cars using ethanol mixed with gasoline.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of ethane
 and alcohol
 .





ethchlorvynol

 
/ˌeTHklôrˈvīnôl ˌeTHklôrˈvīnl/






noun




another name for Placidyl
 .













Ethelred

 
/ˈeTHəlˌred/





I.
 
the name of two English kings.




II.
 


Ethelred I

 (died 871), king of Wessex and Kent 865–871; elder brother of Alfred. His reign was marked by the continuing struggle against the invading Danes.




III.
 


Ethelred II

 (
c.

 969–1016), king of England 978–1016; known as 
Ethelred the Unready

 . His inability to confront the Danes after he succeeded his murdered half-brother St. Edward the Martyr led to his payment of tribute to prevent their attacks.

[
Unready

 , later form of obsolete 
unredy

 ‘badly advised.’]









ethene

 
/ˈeTHēn/





I.
 
noun




systematic chemical name for ethylene
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ether
 + -ene
 .






ether

 
/ˈēTHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a pleasant-smelling, colorless, volatile liquid that is highly flammable. It is used as an anesthetic and as a solvent or intermediate in industrial processes.

[Alternative names: 
diethyl ether

 , ethoxyethane; chem. formula: C2
 H5
 OC2
 H5
 .]




2.
 
any organic compound with a structure similar to ether, having an oxygen atom linking two alkyl or other organic groups




•
 
methyl 
t

 -butyl ether.










3.
 
(also 
aether

 )
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 the clear sky; the upper regions of air beyond the clouds




•
 
nasty gases and smoke disperse into the ether.










4.
 
(
the ether

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 air regarded as a medium for radio




•
 
choral evensong still wafts across the ether.










5.
 
(also 
aether

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 
‹archaic›

 a very rarefied and highly elastic substance formerly believed to permeate all space, including the interstices between the particles of matter, and to be the medium whose vibrations constituted light and other electromagnetic radiation.








II.
 
derivatives





etheric

 
/iˈTHerik, iˈTHi(ə)rik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or via Latin from Greek 
aithēr

 ‘upper air,’ from the base of 
aithein

 ‘burn, shine.’ Originally the word denoted a substance believed to occupy space beyond the sphere of the moon. 
Sense

 3 arose in the mid 17th cent. and 
sense

 1 in the mid 18th cent.





ethereal

 
/əˈTHirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely delicate and light in a way that seems too perfect for this world




•
 
her ethereal beauty




•
 
a singer who has a weirdly ethereal voice.










2.
 
heavenly or spiritual




•
 
ethereal, otherworldly visions.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solution) having diethyl ether as a solvent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethereality

 
/əˌTHirēəˈalədē ēˌTHirēəˈalədē eˌTHirēəˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
etherealize

 
/əˈTHirēəˌlīz ēˈTHirēəˌlīz eˈTHirēəˌlīz /






verb













3.
 
ethereally






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
aitherios

 (from 
aithēr

 ‘ether’) + -al
 .





etherize

 
/ˈēTHəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 anesthetize (a person or animal) with ether.








II.
 
derivatives





etherization

 
/ˌēTH(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌēTHəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Ethernet

 
/ˈēTHərˌnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a system for connecting a number of computer systems to form a local area network, with protocols to control the passing of information and to avoid simultaneous transmission by two or more systems.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a network using this.











– origin

 1970s: blend of ether
 and network
 .





ethic

 
/ˈeTHik/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a set of moral principles, especially ones relating to or affirming a specified group, field, or form of conduct




•
 
the puritan ethic was being replaced by the hedonist ethic.














II.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of or relating to moral principles or the branch of knowledge dealing with these.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting ethics or moral philosophy; also used attributively): from Old French 
éthique

 , from Latin 
ethice

 , from Greek (
hē) ēthikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(the science of) morals,’ based on 
ēthos

 (see ethos
 ).





ethical

 
/ˈeTHək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to moral principles or the branch of knowledge dealing with these




•
 
ethical issues in nursing




•
 
ethical churchgoing men.










2.
 
morally good or correct




•
 
can a profitable business be ethical?










3.
 
avoiding activities or organizations that do harm to people or the environment




•
 
an expert on ethical investment




•
 
switching to more ethical products




•
 
adopt ethical shopping habits




•
 
ethical holidays.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a medicine) legally available only on a doctor's prescription and usually not advertised to the general public.








II.
 
derivatives





ethicality

 
/ˌeTHəˈkalədē /






noun





















ethical hacker





I.
 
noun




a person who hacks into a computer network in order to test or evaluate its security, rather than with malicious or criminal intent




•
 
ethical hackers are becoming a mainstay of the effort to make corporate networks more secure.














II.
 
derivatives





ethical hacking






noun





















ethically

 
/ˈeTHəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to moral principles




•
 
to be spiritual may be interpreted both ethically and religiously




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
numerous companies with ethically questionable practices.










2.
 
in a morally good or correct manner




•
 
we will act ethically in our relations with the public.










3.
 
in a way that avoids activities or organizations that do harm to people or the environment




•
 
she was keen to see her money invested ethically




•
 
ethically produced T-shirts.



















ethics

 
/ˈeTHiks/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
[usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — moral principles that govern a person's or group's behavior




•
 
Judeo-Christian ethics.










2.
 
the moral correctness of specified conduct




•
 
the ethics of euthanasia.










3.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the branch of knowledge that deals with moral principles.

Schools of ethics in Western philosophy can be divided, very roughly, into three sorts. The first, drawing on the work of Aristotle, holds that the virtues (such as justice, charity, and generosity) are dispositions to act in ways that benefit both the person possessing them and that person's society. The second, defended particularly by Kant, makes the concept of duty central to morality: humans are bound, from a knowledge of their duty as rational beings, to obey the categorical imperative to respect other rational beings. Thirdly, utilitarianism asserts that the guiding principle of conduct should be the greatest happiness or benefit of the greatest number.








II.
 
derivatives





ethicist

 
/ˈeTHisist /






noun






















Ethiopia

 
/ˌēTHēˈōpēə/





I.
 
a country in northeastern Africa, on the Red Sea; pop. 85,237,300 (est. 2009); capital, Addis Ababa; languages, Amharic (official) and several other Afro-Asiatic languages.

Former name Abyssinia
 .





Ethiopia is the oldest independent country in Africa, having a recorded civilization that dates from the 2nd millennium 
BC

 . Little known to Europeans until the late 19th century, it was invaded and conquered by Italy in 1935. The emperor Haile Selassie was restored by the British in 1941 and ruled until he was overthrown in a Marxist coup in 1974. The subsequent period was marked by civil war, fighting against separatist guerrillas in Eritrea and Tigray, and repeated famines; after the fall of the government in 1991, a multiparty system was adopted, and elections were held in 1995. / 
– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Aethiops

 , from 
aithein

 ‘to burn’ + 
ōps

 ‘the face.’





Ethiopian

 
/ˌēTHēˈōpēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Ethiopia, or a person of Ethiopian descent.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a black person.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Ethiopia or its people.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising Africa south of the Sahara, together with the tropical part of the Arabian peninsula and (usually) Madagascar. Distinctive animals include the giraffes, hippopotamuses, aardvark, elephant shrews, tenrecs, and lemurs.

Also called Afrotropical
 .














Ethiopic

 
/ˌēTHēˈäpik ˌēTHēˈōpik/





I.
 
noun




another term for Ge'ez
 .








II.
 
adjective




of, in, or relating to Ge'ez.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): via Latin from Greek 
aithiopikos

 , from 
Aethiops

 (see Ethiopia
 ).





ethmoid

 
/ˈeTHmoid /

 
ethmoid bone





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a square bone at the root of the nose, forming part of the cranium, and having many perforations through which the olfactory nerves pass to the nose.








II.
 
derivatives





ethmoidal

 
/ˌeTHˈmoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
ēthmoeidēs

 , from 
ēthmos

 ‘a sieve.’





ethnic

 
/ˈeTHnik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a population subgroup (within a larger or dominant national or cultural group) with a common national or cultural tradition




•
 
leaders of ethnic communities.










2.
 
of or relating to national and cultural origins




•
 
two playwrights of different ethnic origins.










3.
 
denoting origin by birth or descent rather than by present nationality




•
 
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.










4.
 
characteristic of or belonging to a non-Western cultural tradition




•
 
ethnic dishes




•
 
folk and ethnic music.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 neither Christian nor Jewish; pagan or heathen.








II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a member of an ethnic minority.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a person not of the Christian or Jewish faith): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
ethnikos

 ‘heathen,’ from 
ethnos

 ‘nation.’ Current senses date from the 19th cent.





ethnically

 
/ˈeTHnəklē/






adverb




with reference to birth, origins, or cultural background




•
 
a racially and ethnically diverse society.



















ethnic cleansing

 
/ˈeTHnik klenziNG/






noun




the mass expulsion or killing of members of an unwanted ethnic or religious group in a society.













ethnic group






noun




a community or population made up of people who share a common cultural background or descent




•
 
the largest of six ethnic groups inhabiting the area of northern Sumatra.



















ethnicity

 
/eTHˈnisədē/






noun




the fact or state of belonging to a social group that has a common national or cultural tradition




•
 
the interrelationship between gender, ethnicity, and class




•
 
the diverse experience of women of different ethnicities.



















ethnic minority

 
/ˈeTHnik məˈnôrədē/






noun




a group that has different national or cultural traditions from the main population.













ethno-





I.
 
combining form




ethnic; ethnological




•
 
ethnocentric




•
 
ethnology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ethnos

 ‘nation.’





ethnobotany

 
/ˌeTHnōˈbät(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of the traditional knowledge and customs of a people concerning plants and their medical, religious, and other uses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnobotanic

 
/-bəˈtanik /






adjective













2.
 
ethnobotanical

 
/-bəˈtanikəl /






adjective













3.
 
ethnobotanist

 
/-ˈbätn-ist /






noun





















ethnocentric

 
/ˌeTHnōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




evaluating other peoples and cultures according to the standards of one's own culture.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnocentrically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
ethnocentricity

 
/-ˌsenˈtrisitē /






noun





















ethnocentrism

 
/ˌeTHnōˈsentrizəm/





I.
 
noun




evaluation of other cultures according to preconceptions originating in the standards and customs of one's own culture.








II.
 
derivatives





ethnocentrist






adjective, noun





















ethnocide

 
/ˈeTHnəˌsīd/






noun




the deliberate and systematic destruction of the culture of an ethnic group.













ethnocultural

 
/ˌeTHnōˈkəlCH(ə)rəl/






adjective




relating to or denoting a particular ethnic group.













ethnographic

 
/ˌeTHnəˈɡrafik /

 
ethnographical





I.
 
adjective




relating to the scientific description of peoples and cultures with their customs, habits, and mutual differences




•
 
ethnographic research in European border communities.














II.
 
derivatives





ethnographically

 
/ˌeTHnəˈɡrafəkəl /






adverb





















ethnography

 
/eTHˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific description of the customs of individual peoples and cultures.








II.
 
derivatives





ethnographer

 
/eTHˈnäɡrəfər /






noun





















ethnohistory

 
/ˌeTHnōˈhist(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of anthropology concerned with the history of peoples and cultures, especially non-Western ones.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnohistorian

 
/-hiˈstôrēən /






noun













2.
 
ethnohistoric

 
/-hiˈstôrik, -ˈstär- /






adjective













3.
 
ethnohistorical






adjective













4.
 
ethnohistorically






adverb





















ethnolinguistics

 
/ˌeTHnōliNGˈɡwistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics concerned with the relations between linguistic and cultural behavior.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnolinguist

 
/-ˈliNGɡwist /






noun













2.
 
ethnolinguistic






adjective





















ethnology

 
/eTHˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the characteristics of various peoples and the differences and relationships between them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnologic

 
/ˌeTHnəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
ethnological

 
/ˌeTHnəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
ethnologically

 
/ˌeTHnəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
ethnologist

 
/eTHˈnäləjəst /






noun





















ethnomethodology

 
/ˌeTHnōˌmeTHəˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a method of sociological analysis that examines how individuals use everyday conversation and gestures to construct a common-sense view of the world.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnomethodological

 
/-dəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
ethnomethodologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















ethnomusicology

 
/ˌeTHnōˌmyo͞ozəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the music of different cultures, especially non-Western ones.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethnomusicologic

 
/-kəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
ethnomusicological

 
/-kəˈläjikəl /






adjective













3.
 
ethnomusicologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















ethnoscience

 
/ˌeTHnōˈsīəns/






noun




the study of the different ways the world is perceived and categorized in different cultures.













ethogram

 
/ˈēTHəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a catalog or table of all the different kinds of behavior or activity observed in an animal.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
ēthos

 ‘nature, disposition’ + -gram
 1
 .





ethology

 
/ēˈTHäləjē eˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the science of animal behavior.




2.
 
the study of human behavior and social organization from a biological perspective.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ethological

 
/ˌēTHəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
ethologist

 
/ēˈTHäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ēthologia

 , from 
ēthos

 (see ethos
 ).






ethos

 
/ˈēTHäs/





I.
 
noun




the characteristic spirit of a culture, era, or community as manifested in its beliefs and aspirations




•
 
a challenge to the ethos of the 1960s.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
ēthos

 ‘nature, disposition,’ (plural) ‘customs.’





ethoxyethane

 
/əˌTHäksēˈeTHān/






noun




systematic chemical name for diethyl ether (see ether
 (
sense

 1)).













ethyl

 
/ˈeTHəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the hydrocarbon radical—C2
 H5
 , derived from ethane and present in many organic compounds




•
 
ethyl acetate




•
 
an ethyl group.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
Äther

 ‘ether’ + -yl
 .





ethyl acetate

 
/ˈeTHəl ˈasəˌtāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, volatile liquid with a fruity smell, used as a plastics solvent and in flavorings and perfumes.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 COOC2
 H5
 .]













ethyl alcohol

 
/ˌeTHəl ˈalkəˌhôl/






noun




another term for ethanol
 .













ethylbenzene

 
/ˌeTHəlˈbenˌzēn, ˌeTHəlbenˈzēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, flammable liquid hydrocarbon, used in the manufacture of styrene.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 C2
 H5
 .]














ethylene

 
/ˈeTHəˌlēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a flammable hydrocarbon gas of the alkene series, occurring in natural gas, coal gas, and crude oil and given off by ripening fruit. It is used in chemical synthesis, especially in the manufacture of polyethylene.

[Alternative name: 
ethene

 ; chem. formula: C2
 H4
 .]













ethylenediamine

 
/ˌeTHəlēnˈdīəmēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a viscous liquid used in making detergents and emulsifying agents.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 CH2
 CH2
 NH2
 .]














ethylene glycol






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless viscous hygroscopic liquid used as an antifreeze, in the manufacture of polyesters, and in the preservation of ancient waterlogged timbers.

[Alternative name: 
ethanediol

 ; chem. formula: CH2
 (OH)CH2
 OH.]













ethylene oxide






noun






[Chemistry]

 a flammable toxic gas used as an intermediate and fumigant.

[An epoxide; chem. formula: (CH2
 )2
 O.]













ethyne

 
/ˈeTHīn, eˈTHīn/






noun




systematic chemical name for acetylene
 .














etic

 
/ˈedik /

 

‹Anthropology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an approach to the study or description of a particular language or culture that is general, nonstructural, and objective in its perspective.

Often contrasted with emic
 .








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
etics

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
study adopting this approach.











– origin

 1950s: abstracted from phonetic
 .





-etic





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives and nouns such as 
pathetic

 , 
peripatetic

 .











– origin

 from Greek 
-ĕtikos

 or 
-ētikos

 .





e-ticket

 
/ˈēˌtikit/






noun






‹trademark›

 a reservation for an airline flight for which the details are recorded electronically without the issuing of a paper ticket.













etiolated

 
/ˈēdēəˌlādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a plant) pale and drawn out due to a lack of light




•
 
etiolated mung bean seedlings.










2.
 
having lost vigor or substance; feeble




•
 
a tone of etiolated nostalgia.














II.
 
derivatives





etiolation

 
/ˌēdēəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the verb 
etiolate

 (from French 
étioler

 , from Norman French 
étieuler

 ‘grow into haulm’) + -ed
 2
 .





etiology

 
/ˌēdēˈäləjē /

 


‹Brit.›

 aetiology





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the cause, set of causes, or manner of causation of a disease or condition




•
 
a disease of unknown etiology




•
 
a group of distinct diseases with different etiologies.










2.
 
the causation of diseases and disorders as a subject of investigation.




3.
 
the investigation or attribution of the cause or reason for something, often expressed in terms of historical or mythical explanation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
etiologic

 
/ˌētēəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
etiological

 
/ˌēdēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
etiologically

 
/ˌētēəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
aitiologia

 , from 
aitia

 ‘a cause’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).






etiquette

 
/ˈedəkət ˈedəˌket/





I.
 
noun




the customary code of polite behavior in society or among members of a particular profession or group.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
étiquette

 ‘list of ceremonial observances of a court,’ also ‘label, etiquette,’ from Old French 
estiquette

 (see ticket
 ).





Etna, Mount

 
/ˈetnə/






a volcano in eastern Sicily that rises to 10,902 feet (3,323 m). It is the highest and most active volcano in Europe.









ETO






abbreviation




(in World War II) European Theater of Operations.













Eton

 
/ˈētn /

 
Eton College






a boys' private school in southern England, on the Thames River opposite Windsor, founded in 1440 by Henry VI to prepare scholars for King's College, Cambridge.









Eton collar

 
/ˌētn ˈkälər/






noun




a broad, stiff white collar worn outside the coat collar, especially with an Eton jacket.













Etonian

 
/ēˈtōnēən/





I.
 
noun




a past or present member of Eton College




•
 
an Old Etonian.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or typical of Eton College.













Eton jacket

 
/ˈētn ˌjakət/






noun




a short jacket reaching only to the waist, typically black and having a point at the back, formerly worn by students at Eton College.













Etosha Pan

 
/ēˈtōSHə ˈpan/






a depression in the plateau in northern Namibia that is filled with salt water and has no outlets. It covers an area of 1,854 square miles (4,800 sq km).









étouffée

 
/ˌāto͞oˈfā/






noun






(US)

 a spicy Cajun stew made with vegetables and seafood.













etrier

 
/ˈātrēˌā, ˌātrēˈā/





I.
 
noun






[Climbing]

 a short rope ladder with a few rungs of wood or metal.











– origin

 1950s: from French 
étrier

 ‘stirrup.’





Etruria

 
/əˈtro͝orēə/






an ancient region in western Italy, between the Arno and Tiber rivers, corresponding approximately to modern Tuscany and parts of Umbria. It was the center of the Etruscan civilization.









Etrurian

 
/əˈtro͝orēən/






noun, adjective




another term for Etruscan
 .













Etruscan

 
/əˈtrəskən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of ancient Etruria.




2.
 
the language of ancient Etruria, of unknown affinity, written in an alphabet derived from Greek.








II.
 
adjective




relating to ancient Etruria, its people, or their language.

The Etruscan civilization was at its height 
c.

 500 
BC

 and was an important influence on the Romans, who subdued the Etruscans by the end of the 3rd century 
BC

 .











– origin

 from Latin 
Etruscus

 + -an
 .






et seq.

 
et seqq.





I.
 
adverb




and what follows (used in page references)




•
 
see volume 35, p. 329 et seq.

















– origin

 from Latin 
et sequens

 ‘and the following,’ or from 
et sequentes

 , 
et sequentia

 ‘and the following things.’






-ette





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting relatively small size




•
 
kitchenette.










3.
 
denoting an imitation or substitute




•
 
flannelette.










4.
 
denoting female gender




•
 
suffragette.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-ette

 , feminine of -et
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
-ette

 as a feminine suffix for forming new words is relatively recent: it was first recorded in the word 
suffragette

 at the beginning of the 20th century and has since been used to form only a handful of well-established words, including 
usherette

 and 
drum majorette

 . In the modern context, where the tendency is to use gender-neutral words, the suffix 
-ette

 is not very productive and new words formed using it tend to be restricted to the deliberately flippant or humorous, as, for example, 
bimbette

 and 
punkette

 .





étude

 
/āˈt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a short musical composition, typically for one instrument, designed as an exercise to improve the technique or demonstrate the skill of the player.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘study.’






etui

 
/āˈtwē/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a small ornamental case for holding needles, cosmetics, and other articles.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
étui

 , from Old French 
estui

 ‘prison,’ from 
estuier

 ‘shut up, keep.’ Compare with tweezers
 .






-etum





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a collection or plantation of trees or other plants




•
 
arboretum




•
 
pinetum.

















– origin

 from Latin.





et ux.





I.
 
adverb






[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 and wife (used to indicate a couple comprising a man and his otherwise unidentified wife).











– origin

 from Latin 
et uxor

 ‘and wife.’





ETV






abbreviation




educational television.













etym.






abbreviation



1.
 
etymological.




2.
 
etymology.













etymological

 
/ˌedəməˈläjəkəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the origin and historical development of words and their meanings




•
 
an etymological dictionary




•
 
the etymological roots of the word are of interest.














II.
 
derivatives





etymologically

 
/ˌedəməˈläjəklē /






adverb





















etymologize

 
/ˌedəˈmäləjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be etymologized

 )


1.
 
give or trace the etymology of (a word).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
etymologizare

 , from Latin 
etymologia

 (see etymology
 ).






etymology

 
/ˌedəˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the origin of words and the way in which their meanings have changed throughout history.




2.
 
the origin of a word and the historical development of its meaning.








II.
 
derivatives





etymologist

 
/ˌedəˈmäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ethimologie

 , via Latin from Greek 
etumologia

 , from 
etumologos

 ‘student of etymology,’ from 
etumon

 , neuter singular of 
etumos

 ‘true.’





etymon

 
/ˈedəˌmän/





I.
 
noun




a word or morpheme from which a later word is derived.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the original form of a word): via Latin from Greek 
etumon

 ‘true thing’ (see etymology
 ).





Eu






symbol




the chemical element europium.













EU

 
/ēːˈyo͞oː/






abbreviation




European Union.














eu-





I.
 
combining form




good; well; easily; normal




•
 
eupeptic




•
 
euphony.

















– origin

 from Greek 
eu

 ‘well,’ from 
eus

 ‘good.’





eubacterium

 
/ˌyo͞obakˈtirēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bacterium of a large group typically having simple cells with rigid cell walls and often flagella for movement. The group comprises the “true” bacteria and cyanobacteria, as distinct from archaebacteria.

[Kingdom 
Eubacteria

 ; this group is sometimes taken to exclude nonrigid forms such as spirochetes and mycoplasmas.]




2.
 
a bacterium found mainly in the intestines of vertebrates and in the soil.

[Genus 
Eubacterium

 ; Gram-positive, anaerobic, rod-shaped bacteria.]








II.
 
derivatives





eubacterial

 
/-ti(ə)rēəl /






adjective






















Euboea

 
/yo͞oˈbēə/






an island in Greece in the western Aegean Sea that is separated from the mainland by a narrow channel at Chalcis, which is its capital.

Greek name Évvoia
 .









eucalyptus

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈliptəs /

 
eucalypt





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fast-growing evergreen Australasian tree that has been widely introduced elsewhere. It is valued for its timber, oil, gum, and resin, and as an ornamental tree.

Also called gum
 1
 , gum tree
 . [Genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : numerous species.]




2.
 
(also 
eucalyptus oil

 )
 — the oil from eucalyptus leaves, chiefly used for its medicinal properties.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
kaluptos

 ‘covered’ (from 
kaluptein

 ‘to cover’), because the unopened flower is protected by a cap.





eucatastrophe

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈtastrəfē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a sudden and favorable resolution of events in a story; a happy ending.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: said to have been coined by J. R. R. Tolkien.






Eucharist

 
/ˈyo͞ok(ə)rəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Christian ceremony commemorating the Last Supper, in which bread and wine are consecrated and consumed.




2.
 
the consecrated elements, especially the bread.





The bread and wine are referred to as the body and blood of Christ, though much theological controversy has focused on how substantially or symbolically this is to be interpreted. The service of worship is also called 
Holy Communion

 or (chiefly in the Protestant tradition) 
the Lord's Supper

 or (chiefly in the Catholic tradition) 
the Mass

 or (chiefly in the Eastern Orthodox tradition) 
the Divine Liturgy

 . See also consubstantiation
 , transubstantiation
 .




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Eucharistic

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈristik /






adjective













2.
 
Eucharistical

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈristək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
eucariste

 , based on ecclesiastical Greek 
eukharistia

 ‘thanksgiving,’ from Greek 
eukharistos

 ‘grateful,’ from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
kharizesthai

 ‘offer graciously’ (from 
kharis

 ‘grace’).





euchre

 
/ˈyo͞okər/





I.
 
noun




a card game for two to four players, usually played with the thirty-two highest cards, the aim being to win at least three of the five tricks played.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in the card game euchre) gain the advantage over (another player) by preventing them from taking three tricks.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 deceive, outwit, or cheat (someone)




•
 
the merchant can be 
euchred out of

 his caftan by hard bargaining.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German dialect 
Jucker(spiel

 ).






euchromatin

 
/yo͞oˈkrōməˌtin/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 chromosome material that does not stain strongly except during cell division. It represents the major genes and is involved in transcription.

Compare with heterochromatin
 .








II.
 
derivatives





euchromatic

 
/ˌyo͞okrəˈmatik /






adjective





















Euclid1


 
/ˈyo͞oklid/






a city in northeastern Ohio, northeast of Cleveland; pop. 47,415 (est. 2008).









Euclid2


 
/ˈyo͞oklid/






(
c.

 300 
BC

 ), Greek mathematician. His 
Elements of Geometry

 , which covered plane geometry, the theory of numbers, irrationals, and solid geometry, was the standard work until other kinds of geometry were discovered in the 19th century.









Euclidean

 
/yo͞oˈklidēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Euclid, in particular




2.
 
of or denoting the system of geometry based on the work of Euclid and corresponding to the geometry of ordinary experience.




3.
 
of such a nature that the postulates of Euclidean geometry are valid.

Compare with non-Euclidean
 .













eucrite

 
/ˈyo͞okrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a highly basic form of gabbro containing anorthite or bytownite with augite.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a stony meteorite that contains no chondrules and consists mainly of anorthite and augite.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
eukritos

 ‘easily discerned,’ from 
eu-

 ‘well’ + 
kritos

 ‘separated’ (from 
krinein

 ‘to separate’).





eucryphia

 
/yo͞oˈkrifēə/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree with glossy dark green leaves and large white flowers, native to Australia and South America.

[Genus 
Eucryphia

 , family 
Eucryphiaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
-kruphos

 ‘hidden’ (with reference to its joined sepals).





eudaemonic

 
/ˌyo͞odəˈmänik /

 
eudemonic





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 conducive to happiness.








II.
 
derivatives





eudaemonia

 
/-ˈmōnēə /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
eudaimonikos

 , from 
eudaimōn

 ‘happy’ (see eudaemonism
 ).






eudaemonism

 
/yo͞oˈdēməˌnizəm /

 
eudemonism





I.
 
noun




a system of ethics that bases moral value on the likelihood that good actions will produce happiness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eudaemonist






noun













2.
 
eudaemonistic

 
/-ˌdēməˈnistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
eudaimonismos

 ‘system of happiness,’ from 
eudaimōn

 ‘happy,’ from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
daimōn

 ‘guardian spirit.’





eudiometer

 
/ˌyo͞odēˈämədər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a graduated glass tube in which mixtures of gases can be made to react by an electric spark, used to measure changes in volume of gases during chemical reactions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eudiometric

 
/ˌyo͞odēəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
eudiometrical

 
/ˌyo͞odēəˈmetrikəl /






adjective













3.
 
eudiometry

 
/ˌyo͞odēˈämətrē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting an instrument used to measure amounts of oxygen, thought to be greater in fine weather): from Greek 
eudios

 ‘clear, fine’ (weather), from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
dios

 ‘heavenly.’





Eugene

 
/yo͞oˈjēn/






a city in west central Oregon, on the Willamette River, home to the University of Oregon; pop. 150,104 (est. 2008).









eugenics

 
/yo͞oˈjeniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of improving a human population by controlled breeding to increase the occurrence of desirable heritable characteristics. Developed largely by Francis Galton as a method of improving the human race, it fell into disfavor only after the perversion of its doctrines by the Nazis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eugenic

 
/yo͞oˈjenik /






adjective













2.
 
eugenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
eugenicist

 
/yo͞oˈjenəsəst /






noun, adjective













4.
 
eugenist

 
/-ˈjenist /






noun, adjective





















Eugénie

 
/yo͞oˌZHāˈnē/






(1826–1920), Spanish empress of France 1853–70 and wife of Napoleon III; born 
Eugénia María de Montijo de Guzmán

 . She was an important influence on her husband's foreign policy.









eugenol

 
/ˈyo͞ojənôl ˈyo͞ojənäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless or pale yellow liquid compound present in oil of cloves and other essential oils and used in perfumery.

[Alternative name: 
4-allyl-2-methoxyphenol

 ; chem. formula: C10
 H12
 O2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Eugenia

 (genus name of the tree from which oil of cloves is obtained, named in honor of Prince 
Eugene

 of Savoy (1663–1736)) + -ol
 .





euglena

 
/yo͞oˈɡlēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a green, single-celled, freshwater organism with a flagellum, sometimes forming a green scum on stagnant water.

[Genus 
Euglena

 , division 
Euglenophyta

 (or phylum 
Euglenophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from eu-
 ‘well’ + Greek 
glēnē

 ‘eyeball, socket of joint.’





euglenoid

 
/yo͞oˈɡlēnoid /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
noun




a flagellated single-celled organism of a group that comprises euglena and its relatives.

[Division (or phylum) 
Euglenophyta

 .]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to organisms of the euglenoid group.




2.
 
(of cell locomotion) achieved by peristaltic waves that pass along the cell, characteristic of the euglenoids.













euhedral

 
/yo͞oˈhēdrəl/






adjective






[Geology]

 (of a mineral crystal in a rock) bounded by faces corresponding to its regular crystal form unconstrained by adjacent minerals.














eukaryote

 
/yo͞oˈkerēōt /

 
eucaryote





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism consisting of a cell or cells in which the genetic material is DNA in the form of chromosomes contained within a distinct nucleus. Eukaryotes include all living organisms other than the eubacteria and archaebacteria.

Compare with prokaryote
 .








II.
 
derivatives





eukaryotic

 
/-ˌkarēˈätik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from eu-
 ‘easily (formed)’ + karyo-
 ‘kernel’ + 
-ote

 as in 
zygote

 .





EULA

 
/ˈyo͞olə/






abbreviation




end user license agreement.














eulachon

 
/ˈyo͞oləˌkän/





I.
 
noun




another term for candlefish
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Lower Chinook 
ulâkân

 .






Euler, Leonhard

 
/ˈoilər/






(1707–83), Swiss mathematician. He attempted to elucidate the nature of functions, and his study of infinite series led his successors, notably Neils Abel and Augustin Cauchy, to introduce ideas of convergence and rigorous argument into mathematics.









Euler, Ulf von






(1905–83), Swedish physiologist; full name 
Ulf Svante von Euler

 ; son of Hans Euler-Chelpin. He was the first to discover a prostaglandin, which he isolated from semen. Euler also identified norepinephrine as the principal chemical neurotransmitter of the sympathetic nervous system. He shared the 1970 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine with Bernard Katz (1911–2003) and Julius Axelrod (1912–2004).









Euler-Chelpin, Hans von

 
/ˌoilər ˈkelpin/






(1873–1964), Swedish biochemist; born in Germany; full name 
Hans Karl August Simon von Euler-Chelpin

 . He worked mainly on enzymes and vitamins and explained the role of enzymes in the alcoholic fermentation of sugar. He shared the 1929 Nobel Prize for Chemistry with Arthur Harden (1865–1940).









Euler's constant

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
a constant used in numerical analysis, approximately equal to 0.577216. It represents the limit of the series 1 + ½ + ⅓ + ¼ + …1/
n

 − (natural logarithm of 
n

 ), as 
n

 tends to infinity. It is not known whether this is a rational number or not.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after L. 
Euler

 (see Euler, Leonhard
 ).





Euler's formula






the geometric formula 
V

 − 
E

 + 
F

 = 2, where 
V

 , 
E

 , and 
F

 are the numbers of vertices, edges, and faces of any simple convex polyhedron or of an equivalent topological graph.









eulogium

 
/yo͞oˈlōjēəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for eulogy
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, ‘praise.’





eulogize

 
/ˈyo͞oləˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise highly in speech or writing




•
 
contemporaries eulogized him as a great US senator




•
 
a plaque that eulogizes the workers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eulogist

 
/ˈyo͞oləjəst /






noun













2.
 
eulogistic

 
/ˌyo͞oləˈjistik /






adjective













3.
 
eulogistically

 
/ˈyo͞oləˈjistik(ə)lē /






adverb






















eulogy

 
/ˈyo͞oləjē/





I.
 
noun




a speech or piece of writing that praises someone or something highly, typically someone who has just died




•
 
his good friend delivered a brief eulogy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘high praise’): from medieval Latin 
eulogium

 , 
eulogia

 (from Greek 
eulogia

 ‘praise’), apparently influenced by Latin 
elogium

 ‘inscription on a tomb’ (from Greek 
elegia

 ‘elegy’). The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.





Eumenides

 
/yo͞oˈmenəˌdēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a name given to the Furies. The Eumenides probably originated as well-disposed deities of fertility, whose name was given to the Furies either by confusion or euphemistically.







– origin

 via Latin from Greek, from 
eumenēs

 ‘well disposed,’ from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
menos

 ‘spirit.’





eunuch

 
/ˈyo͞onək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who has been castrated, especially (in the past) one employed to guard the women's living areas at an oriental court.




2.
 
an ineffectual person




•
 
a nation of political eunuchs.

















– origin

 Old English, via Latin from Greek 
eunoukhos

 , literally ‘bedroom guard,’ from 
eunē

 ‘bed’ + a second element related to 
ekhein

 ‘to hold.’





eunuchoid

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌkoid/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Medicine]

 resembling a eunuch, typically in having reduced or indeterminate sexual characteristics.








II.
 
derivatives





eunuchoidism

 
/-izəm /






noun





















euonymus

 
/yo͞oˈänəməs/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree that is widely cultivated for its autumn colors and bright fruit.

[Genus 
Euonymus

 , family 
Celastraceae

 : numerous species, including the spindle tree.]











– origin

 modern Latin (named by Linnaeus), from Latin 
euonymos

 , from Greek 
euōnumos

 ‘having an auspicious or honored name,’ from 
eus

 ‘good’ + 
onoma

 ‘name.’





eupeptic

 
/yo͞oˈpeptik/





I.
 
adjective




of or having good digestion or a consequent air of healthy good spirits.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘helping digestion’): from Greek 
eupeptos

 , from 
eu

 ‘well, easily’ + 
peptein

 ‘to digest.’





euphausiid

 
/yo͞oˈfôzēid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a shrimplike, planktonic marine crustacean of an order that includes krill. Many kinds are luminescent.

[Order 
Euphausiaceae

 , subclass 
Malacostraca

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Euphausia

 (genus name from Greek 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
phainein

 ‘to show’ + 
ousia

 ‘substance’) + -id
 2
 .






euphemism

 
/ˈyo͞ofəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun




a mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered to be too harsh or blunt when referring to something unpleasant or embarrassing




•
 
“downsizing” as 
a euphemism for

 cuts.







The opposite of dysphemism
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
euphēmismos

 , from 
euphēmizein

 ‘use auspicious words,’ from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
phēmē

 ‘speaking.’





euphemistic

 
/ˌyo͞ofəˈmistik/






adjective




using or of the nature of a euphemism




•
 
the euphemistic terms she uses to describe her relationships.



















euphemistically

 
/ˌyo͞ofəˈmistəklē/






adverb




by means of a mild or indirect word or expression instead of one considered too harsh or blunt




•
 
punitive legislation euphemistically called “welfare reform”



















euphemize

 
/ˈyo͞ofəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refer to (something unpleasant or embarrassing) by means of a euphemism.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
euphēmizein

 ‘use auspicious words’ (see euphemism
 ).





euphonious

 
/yo͞oˈfōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of sound, especially speech) pleasing to the ear




•
 
this successful candidate delivers a stream of fine, euphonious phrases.














II.
 
derivatives





euphoniously






adverb





















euphonium

 
/yo͞oˈfōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




a valved brass musical instrument resembling a small tuba of tenor pitch, played mainly in military and brass bands.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
euphōnos

 ‘having a pleasing sound’ + -ium
 .





euphony

 
/ˈyo͞ofənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being pleasing to the ear, especially through a harmonious combination of words.




2.
 
the tendency to make phonetic change for ease of pronunciation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
euphonic

 
/yo͞oˈfänik /






adjective













2.
 
euphonize

 
/ˈyo͞ofəˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
euphonie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
euphōnia

 , from 
euphōnos

 ‘well sounding’ (based on 
phōnē

 ‘sound’).





euphorbia

 
/yo͞oˈfôrbēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the spurges.

[Genus 
Euphorbia

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
euphorbea

 , named after 
Euphorbus

 , Greek physician to the reputed discoverer of the plant, Juba II of Mauretania (1st cent. 
BC

 ).






euphoria

 
/yo͞oˈfôrēə/





I.
 
noun




a feeling or state of intense excitement and happiness




•
 
the euphoria of success will fuel your desire to continue training.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting well-being produced in a sick person by the use of drugs): modern Latin, from Greek, from 
euphoros

 ‘borne well, healthy,’ from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





euphoriant

 
/yo͞oˈfôrēənt/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) producing a feeling of euphoria.








II.
 
noun




a euphoriant drug.













euphoric

 
/yo͞oˈfôrik yo͞oˈfärik/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or feeling intense excitement and happiness




•
 
a euphoric sense of freedom.














II.
 
derivatives





euphorically

 
/yo͞oˈfôrik(ə)lē, -ˈfär- /






adverb





















euphrasia

 
/yo͞oˈfrāZHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the genus 
Euphrasia

 in the figwort family, especially eyebright.




2.
 
a preparation of eyebright used in herbal medicine and homeopathy, especially for treating eye problems.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek, literally ‘cheerfulness.’





Euphrates

 
/yo͞oˈfrādēz/






a river of southwestern Asia that rises in the mountains of eastern Turkey and flows for 1,700 miles (2,736 km) through Syria and Iraq to join the Tigris River to form the Shatt al-Arab waterway.









euphuism

 
/ˈyo͞ofyəˌwizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 an artificial, highly elaborate way of writing or speaking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
euphuist

 
/ˈyo͞ofyəˌwist /






noun













2.
 
euphuistic

 
/ˌyo͞ofyəˈwistik /






adjective













3.
 
euphuistically

 
/ˌyo͞ofyəˈwistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
Euphues

 , the name of a character in John Lyly's prose romance of the same name (1578–80), from Greek 
euphuēs

 ‘well endowed by nature,’ from 
eu

 ‘well’ + the base of 
phuē

 ‘growth.’





euploid

 
/ˈyo͞oploid/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a nucleus, cell, or organism) having an exact multiple of the haploid number of chromosomes.











– origin

 from eu-
 + -ploid
 .





Eurasia

 
/yo͝oˈrāZHə/






a term used to describe the combined continental landmass of Europe and Asia.









Eurasian

 
/ˌyo͝orˈāZH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of mixed European (or European-American) and Asian parentage.




2.
 
of or relating to Eurasia.








II.
 
noun




a person of mixed European (or European-American) and Asian parentage.











usage:

 In the 19th century, the word 
Eurasian

 was normally used to refer to a person of mixed British and Indian parentage. In its modern uses, however, the 
-asian

 part of the term more often implies Southeast Asian, and 
Eurasian

 is often used as a synonym for 
Amerasian

 .





eureka

 
/yo͞oˈrēkə yəˈrēkə/





I.
 
exclamation




a cry of joy or satisfaction when one finds or discovers something.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
heurēka

 ‘I have found it’ (from 
heuriskein

 ‘find’), said to have been uttered by Archimedes when he hit upon a method of determining the purity of gold. The noun dates from the early 20th cent.





Eureka

 
/yo͝oˈrēkə, yə-/






a port city in northwestern California, on Humboldt Bay off the Pacific Ocean, a noted lumbering center; pop. 25,300 (est. 2008).









eurhythmy






noun




variant spelling of eurythmy.













EURIBOR

 
/ˈyəribôr ˈyo͞oribôr/






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 Euro interbank offered rate, the basic rate of interest used in lending between banks on the European Union interbank market and also used as a reference for setting the interest rate on other loans.













Euripides

 
/yəˈripədēz/






(480–
c.

 406 
BC

 ), Greek playwright. His 19 surviving plays show important innovations in the handling of traditional myths, such as the introduction of realism, an interest in feminine psychology, and the portrayal of abnormal and irrational states of mind. Notable works: 
Medea

 , 
Hippolytus

 , 
Electra

 , 
Trojan Women

 , and 
Bacchae

 .









euro1


 
/ˈyo͝orō/






noun




the single European currency, which replaced the national currencies of France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Greece, Portugal, Luxembourg, Austria, Finland, the Republic of Ireland, Belgium, and the Netherlands in 2002. Seventeen member states of the European Union now use the euro.













euro2


 
/ˈyərō/





I.
 
noun




the common wallaroo (see wallaroo
 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Adnyamadhanha 
yuru

 .





Euro

 
/ˈyo͝orō/






adjective






‹informal›

 European, especially concerned with the European Union




•
 
he voted with the government in the Euro debate.



















Euro-






combining form



1.
 
European; European and …




•
 
Euro-American.










2.
 
relating to Europe or the European Union




•
 
Eurocommunism




•
 
a Euro-MP.



















euro area






noun

 — (
the euro area

 )


1.
 
the member states of the European Union whose currency is the euro




•
 
concerns about rising prices in the euro area.



















Eurobond

 
/ˈyərəˌbänd ˈyərōbänd ˈyo͞orōˌbänd/






noun




an international bond issued in Europe or elsewhere outside the country in whose currency its value is stated (usually the US or Japan).













Euro-Canadian





I.
 
adjective




relating to Canadians of European origin or descent




•
 
the Euro-Canadian media endorse the concept of government by majority rule




•
 
conflicts that arise when Aboriginal and Euro-Canadian histories intersect.














II.
 
noun




a Canadian of European origin or descent




•
 
the resource extraction economy reflects the values and beliefs of the Euro-Canadians of the North.



















Eurocentric

 
/ˌyərōˈsentrik ˌyo͝orōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




focusing on European culture or history to the exclusion of a wider view of the world; implicitly regarding European culture as preeminent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Eurocentricity

 
/-ˌsenˈtrisitē /






noun













2.
 
Eurocentrism

 
/ˌyərōˈsenˌtrizəm ˌyo͞orōˈsenˌtrizəm /






noun





















Eurocheque

 
/ˈyərəˌCHek ˈyərōˌCHek ˈyo͞orōˌCHek/






noun




a check issued under an arrangement between European banks that enables account-holders from one country to use their checks in another.













Eurocommunism

 
/ˌyərōˈkämyənizəm ˌyo͞orōˈkämyənizəm/





I.
 
noun




a political system advocated by some communist parties in western European countries, stressing independence from the former Soviet Communist Party and preservation of many elements of Western liberal democracy.








II.
 
derivatives





Eurocommunist






adjective, noun





















Eurocrat

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌkrat/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a bureaucrat in the administration of the European Union.













eurocreep

 
/ˈyərōˌkrēp, ˈyo͝orō- /

 
Eurocreep






noun






‹informal›

 the gradual acceptance of the euro in European Union countries that have not yet officially adopted it as their national currency.













Eurocurrency

 
/ˈyərōkərənsē/






noun



1.
 
a form of money held or traded outside the country in whose currency its value is stated (originally US dollars held in Europe).




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a single currency for use by the member states of the European Union.













Eurodollar

 
/ˈyo͝orōˌdälər/






noun




a US dollar deposit held in Europe or elsewhere outside the US.













euroland

 
/ˈyo͝orōland/






another term for eurozone
 .









Euromarket

 
/ˈyərōmärkət ˈyo͞orōˌmärkət/






noun



1.
 
a financial market that deals with Eurocurrencies.




2.
 
the European Union regarded as a single commercial or financial market.













Europa

 
/yo͝oˈrōpə/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a princess of Tyre who was courted by Zeus in the form of a bull. She was carried off by him to Crete, where she bore him three sons (Minos, Rhadamanthus, and Sarpedon).




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 one of the Galilean moons of Jupiter, the sixth closest satellite to the planet, having a network of dark lines on a bright icy surface and a diameter of 1,951 miles (3,140 km).










Europe

 
/ˈyo͝orəp/






a continent in the northern hemisphere, separated from Africa on the south by the Mediterranean Sea and from Asia on the east roughly by the Bosporus, the Caucasus Mountains, and the Ural Mountains. Europe contains approximately 10 percent of the world's population. It consists of the western part of the landmass of which Asia forms the eastern (and greater) part and includes the British Isles, Iceland, and most of the Mediterranean islands. Its recent history has been dominated by the decline of European states from their former colonial and economic preeminence, the emergence of the European Union among the wealthy democracies of western Europe, and the collapse of the Soviet Union with consequent changes of power in central and eastern Europe.









Europe, Council of






an association of European states founded in 1949 to safeguard the political and cultural heritage of Europe and promote economic and social cooperation. One of the Council's principal achievements is the European Convention on Human Rights.









European

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈpēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of Europe or its inhabitants.




2.
 
of or relating to the European Union




•
 
a single European currency.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Europe.




2.
 
a national of a state belonging to the European Union.




3.
 
a person who is committed to the European Union




•
 
they claimed to be the party of good Europeans.










4.
 
a person of European parentage.








III.
 
derivatives





Europeanism

 
/ˌyərəˈpēəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from French 
européen

 , from Latin 
europaeus

 , based on Greek 
Eurōpē

 ‘Europe.’





European Commission






a group, appointed by agreement among the governments of the European Union, which initiates Union action and safeguards its treaties. It meets in Brussels.









European Commission for Human Rights






an institution of the Council of Europe, set up to examine complaints of alleged breaches of the Convention. It is based in Strasbourg.










European Community

 
EC





I.
 
an economic and political association of certain European countries, incorporated since 1993 in the European Union.





The European Community was formed in 1967 and includes the European Commission, the European Parliament, and the European Court of Justice. Until 1987 it was commonly known as the EEC. The name European Communities is still used in legal contexts where the three distinct organizations are recognized. See also European Union
 .





European Court of Justice

 
/ˈˌyərəˈˌpēən ˈˌyo͞orəˈˌpēən kôrt əv ə ˈjəstəs/






an institution of the European Union, with thirteen judges appointed by its member governments, meeting in Luxembourg. Established in 1958, it exists to safeguard the law in the interpretation and application of Community treaties.









European Economic Community

 
/ˈˌyərəˈˌpēən ˈˌyo͞orəˈˌpēən ˈˌekəˈnämik ˈˌēkəˈnämik kəˈmyo͞onədē /

 
EEC






an institution of the European Union, an economic association of western European countries set up by the Treaty of Rome (1957). The original members were France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg.

See also European Community
 and European Union
 .









European Free Trade Association

 
/ˈˌyərəˈˌpēən ˈˌyo͞orəˈˌpēən frē trād əˌsōsēˈāSHən əˌsōSHēˈāSHən /

 
EFTA






a customs union of western European countries, established in 1960 as a trade grouping without the political implications of the European Economic Community. The original members were Austria, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, and the UK.









European Investment Bank

 
/ˈˌyərəˈˌpēən ˈˌyo͞orəˈˌpēən inˈves(t)mənt baNGk/






a bank set up in 1958 by the Treaty of Rome to finance capital investment projects promoting the balanced development of members of the European Community. It is based in Luxembourg.









Europeanize

 
/ˌyərəˈpēəˌnīz ˌyo͞orəˈpēəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
Europeanized

 )


1.
 
give (someone or something) a European character or scope




•
 
a highly Europeanized city.










2.
 
transfer to the control or responsibility of the European Union.








II.
 
derivatives





Europeanization

 
/ˌyərəˈpēənəˈzāSHən ˌyo͞orəˈpēənəˈzāSHən ˌyərəˈpēəˌnīˈzāSHən ˌyo͞orəˈpēəˌnīˈzāSHən /






noun





















European kitchen






noun




a compact kitchen with fitted cabinets and appliances, usually white.













European Monetary System

 
/ˈˌyərəˈˌpēən ˈˌyo͞orəˈˌpēən ˈmänəˌterē ˈsistim ˈsistəm /

 
EMS






a monetary system inaugurated by the European Community in 1979 to coordinate and stabilize the exchange rates of the currencies of member countries, as a prelude to monetary union. It is based on the use of the Exchange Rate Mechanism.









European Monetary Union

 
/ˌyo͝orəpēən ˈmənətrē ˌyo͞onēən /

 
EMU






a European Union program intended to work toward full economic unity in Europe based on the phased introduction of a common currency (originally, the ECU). The program was announced in 1989; the second stage came into effect on January 1, 1994 under the terms of the Maastricht Treaty, and in 2002 the euro replaced the currencies of twelve European Union countries.









European Parliament






the Parliament of the European Community, originally established in 1952. From 1958 to 1979 it was composed of representatives drawn from the parliaments of member countries, but since 1979 direct elections have taken place every five years. Through the Single European Act (1987) it assumed a degree of sovereignty over national parliaments. The European Parliament meets in Strasbourg, and its committee is in Brussels.










European plan






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a system of charging for a hotel room only, without meals.

Often contrasted with American plan
 .














European Recovery Program






official name for the Marshall Plan
 .









European Space Agency

 
ESA






an organization set up in 1975 to coordinate the national space programs of the collaborating countries. It is based in Paris.










European Union

 
EU





I.
 
an economic and political association of European countries as a unit with internal free trade and common external tariffs.





The European Union was created on November 1, 1993. It consists of 28 member states, 16 of which use the common currency unit, the euro. The terms 
European Economic Community

 (EEC) and 
European Community

 (EC) continue to be used loosely to refer to what is now the European Union.





Europhile

 
/ˈyərōˌfīl ˈyo͞orōˌfīl/






noun




a person who admires Europe or favors participation in the European Union.













Europhobe

 
/ˈyərōˌfōb ˈyo͞orōˌfōb/





I.
 
noun




a person who strongly dislikes Europe or opposes participation in the European Union.








II.
 
derivatives





Europhobic






adjective





















europium

 
/yəˈrōpēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Eu

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 63, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series. Europium oxide is used with yttrium oxide as a red phosphor in color television screens.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, based on Europe
 .





Europoort

 
/ˈyo͝orōˌpôrt/






a major European port in the Netherlands, near Rotterdam.









Euroskeptic

 
/ˌyərōˈskeptik /

 
Eurosceptic





I.
 
noun




a person who is opposed to increasing the powers of the European Union.








II.
 
derivatives





Euroskepticism

 
/ˌyərōˈskeptisizəm /






noun





















Eurotrash

 
/ˈyərōˌtraSH/






noun






‹informal›

 rich European socialites, especially those living or working in the US.














eurozone

 
/ˈyo͝orōˌzōn/






noun




the group of European Union nations whose national currency is the euro.














eury-





I.
 
combining form




denoting a wide variety or range of something specified




•
 
eurytopic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
eurus

 ‘wide.’





euryapsid

 
/ˌyo͝orēˈapsəd/





I.
 
noun




a Mesozoic marine reptile of a group characterized by a single upper temporal opening in the skull, including the nothosaurs, plesiosaurs, and ichthyosaurs.

[Sometimes placed in a subclass 
Euryapsida

 , though this taxon is no longer widely recognized.]











– origin

 from Greek 
eurus

 ‘wide’ + 
apsis

 , 
apsid-

 ‘arch.’





Eurydice

 
/yəˈridəsē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Orpheus. After she was killed by a snake, Orpheus secured her release from the underworld on the condition that he not look back at her on their way back to the world of the living. But Orpheus did look back, whereupon Eurydice disappeared.










euryhaline

 
/ˌyərəˈhālīn, -ˈhal-/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an aquatic organism) able to tolerate a wide range of salinity.

Often contrasted with stenohaline
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
eurus

 ‘wide’ + 
halinos

 ‘of salt.’





eurypterid

 
/yəˈriptərid/





I.
 
noun




an extinct marine arthropod of a group occurring in the Paleozoic era. They are related to horseshoe crabs and resemble large scorpions with a terminal pair of paddle-shaped swimming appendages.

[Subclass 
Eurypterida

 , class 
Merostomata

 , subphylum 
Chelicerata

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Eurypterus

 (genus name), from eury-
 + Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing’ + -id
 2
 .






eurythermal

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈTHərməl /

 
eurythermic






adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an organism) able to tolerate a wide range of temperatures.

Often contrasted with stenothermal
 .













eurythmic

 
/yəˈriT͟Hmik, yo͝o-/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (especially of architecture or art) in or relating to harmonious proportion.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: based on Greek 
euruthmia

 ‘proportion’ + -ic
 .





eurythmics

 
/yəˈriT͟Hmiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of rhythmical physical movements to music used to teach musical understanding (especially in Steiner schools) or for therapeutic purposes, created by Émile Jaques-Dalcroze.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from eu-
 ‘well’ + rhythm
 + -ics
 .






eurytopic

 
/ˌyərəˈtäpik, yo͝orə-/






adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an organism) able to tolerate a wide range of habitats or ecological conditions.

Often contrasted with stenotopic
 .













Eusebius

 
/yo͞oˈsēbēəs/






(
c.

 
AD

 264–
c.

 340), bishop and church historian; known as 
Eusebius of Caesaria

 . His 
Ecclesiastical History

 is the principal source for the history of Christianity (especially in the Eastern Church) from the age of the Apostles until 324.









eusocial

 
/yo͞oˈsōSHəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal species, especially an insect) showing an advanced level of social organization, in which a single female or caste produces the offspring and nonreproductive individuals cooperate in caring for the young.








II.
 
derivatives





eusociality

 
/-ˌsōSHēˈalitē /






noun





















Eustachian tube

 
/yo͞oˈstāSH(ē)ən ˌt(y)o͞ob/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a narrow passage leading from the pharynx to the cavity of the middle ear, permitting the equalization of pressure on each side of the eardrum.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after Bartolomeo 
Eustachio

 (died 1574), the Italian anatomist who identified and described it.





eustasy

 
/ˈyo͞ostəsē/





I.
 
noun




a change of sea level throughout the world, caused typically by movements of parts of the earth's crust or melting of glaciers.








II.
 
derivatives





eustatic

 
/yo͞oˈstadik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: back-formation from 
eustatic

 , coined in German from Greek 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
statikos

 ‘static.’





Euston Road

 
/ˌyo͞ostn ˈrōd/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting a group of English post-impressionist realistic painters of the 1930s.











– origin

 from the name of a road in London, England, site of a former School of Drawing and Painting (1938–39).





eustress

 
/yo͞oˈstres/





I.
 
noun




moderate or normal psychological stress interpreted as being beneficial for the experiencer.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: eu-
 + stress
 , on the pattern of 
distress

 .





eutectic

 
/yo͞oˈtektik /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a mixture of substances (in fixed proportions) that melts and solidifies at a single temperature that is lower than the melting points of the separate constituents or of any other mixture of them.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a eutectic mixture.




2.
 
short for eutectic point
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
eutēktos

 ‘easily melting,’ from 
eu

 ‘well, easily’ + 
tēkein

 ‘melt.’






eutectic point

 
eutectic temperature






noun






[Chemistry]

 the temperature at which a particular eutectic mixture freezes or melts.













eutectoid

 
/yo͞oˈtektoid /

 

‹Metallurgy›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an alloy that has a minimum transformation temperature between a solid solution and a simple mixture of metals.








II.
 
noun




a eutectoid mixture or alloy.













Euterpe

 
/yo͞oˈtərpē /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of flute playing and lyric poetry.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘well-pleasing.’






euthanasia

 
/ˌyo͞oTHəˈnāZH(ē)ə ˌyo͞oTHəˈnāzēə/





I.
 
noun




the painless killing of a patient suffering from an incurable and painful disease or in an irreversible coma. The practice is illegal in most countries.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘easy death’): from Greek, from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
thanatos

 ‘death.’





euthanize

 
/ˈyo͞oTHəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be euthanized

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 put (a living being, especially a dog or cat) to death humanely.











– origin

 1970s: formed irregularly from euthanasia
 + -ize
 .






Eutheria

 
/yo͞oˈTHirēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a major group of mammals that comprises the placentals.

Compare with Metatheria
 . [Infraclass 
Eutheria

 , subclass 
Theria

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from eu-
 ‘well, prospering’ + Greek 
thērion

 ‘wild beast.’





eutherian

 
/yo͞oˈTHirēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the major group Eutheria, which includes all the placentals and excludes the marsupials and monotremes.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting eutherians.













euthyroid

 
/yo͞oˈTHīˌroid/






adjective






[Medicine]

 having a normally functioning thyroid gland.














eutrophic

 
/yo͞oˈträfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of a lake or other body of water) rich in nutrients and so supporting a dense plant population, the decomposition of which kills animal life by depriving it of oxygen.

Compare with dystrophic
 and oligotrophic
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a medicine promoting good nutrition): from Greek 
eutrophia

 , from 
eu

 ‘well’ + 
trephein

 ‘nourish.’ The current sense dates from the 1930s.





eutrophication

 
/yo͞oˌträfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




excessive richness of nutrients in a lake or other body of water, frequently due to runoff from the land, which causes a dense growth of plant life and death of animal life from lack of oxygen.








II.
 
derivatives





eutrophicate

 
/yo͞oˈträfiˌkāt /






verb





















eV






abbreviation




electron-volt(s).













EV






noun






(chiefly US)

 an electric vehicle




•
 
most EVs are capable of quick acceleration.



















EVA






abbreviation



1.
 
ethyl vinyl acetate, a material used as cushioning in running shoes, consisting of a rubbery copolymer of ethylene and vinyl acetate.




2.
 
(in space) extravehicular activity.














evacuant

 
/əˈvakyəwənt/





I.
 
noun




a medicine that induces some kind of bodily discharge, such as an emetic, a sudorific, or especially a laxative.








II.
 
adjective




(of a medicine or treatment) acting to induce some kind of bodily discharge.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
evacuant-

 ‘emptying (the bowels),’ from the verb 
evacuare

 , later in the more general sense ‘remove (contents).’






evacuate

 
/iˈvakyəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (someone) from a place of danger to a safe place




•
 
several families were evacuated from their homes.










2.
 
leave or cause the occupants to leave (a place of danger)




•
 
fire alarms forced staff to evacuate the building




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
residents have to evacuate because of a hurricane.










3.
 
(of troops) withdraw from (a place)




•
 
the last American troops evacuated the Canal Zone.










4.
 


‹technical›

 remove air, water, or other contents from (a container)




•
 
when it springs a leak, evacuate the pond




•
 (as 
adj.

 
evacuated

 )
 
an evacuated bulb.










5.
 
empty (the bowels or another bodily organ).




6.
 
discharge (feces or other matter) from the body.




7.
 
deprive (something) of contents, value, or force




•
 
he 
evacuated

 time and history 
of

 significance.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘clear the contents of’): from Latin 
evacuat-

 ‘(of the bowels) emptied,’ from the verb 
evacuare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
vacuus

 ‘empty.’






evacuation

 
/iˌvakyəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of evacuating a person or a place




•
 
there were waves of evacuation during the blitz




•
 
a full-scale evacuation of the city center.










2.
 
the action of emptying the bowels or another bodily organ.




3.
 
a quantity of matter discharged from the bowels or another bodily organ.




4.
 


‹technical›

 the action of emptying a container of air, water, or other contents.













evacuative

 
/iˈvakyəˌwādiv/






adjective, noun




another term for evacuant
 .













evacuee

 
/iˌvakyəˈwē/





I.
 
noun




a person evacuated from a place of danger to somewhere safe.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally in the French form): from French 
évacué

 , past participle of 
évacuer

 , from Latin 
evacuare

 (see evacuate
 ).






evade

 
/əˈvād/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
escape or avoid, especially by cleverness or trickery




•
 
friends helped him to evade capture for a time




•
 
he tried to kiss her, but she evaded him.










2.
 
(of an abstract thing) elude (someone)




•
 
sleep still evaded her.










3.
 
avoid giving a direct answer to (a question)




•
 
he denied evading the question.










4.
 
avoid dealing with or accepting; contrive not to do (something morally or legally required)




•
 
difficulties to be faced and not evaded.










5.
 
escape paying (tax or duty), especially by illegitimate presentation of one's finances.




6.
 
defeat the intention of (a law or rule), especially while complying with its letter.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evadable

 
/əˈvādəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
evader






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
évader

 , from Latin 
evadere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
vadere

 ‘go.’





evaginate

 
/əˈvajəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb






[Biology]

 
[Physiology]

 (with reference to a tubular or pouch-shaped organ or structure) turn or be turned inside out.








II.
 
derivatives





evagination

 
/iˌvajəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
evaginat-

 ‘unsheathed,’ from the verb 
evaginare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
vagina

 ‘sheath.’





evaluate

 
/əˈvalyəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form an idea of the amount, number, or value of; assess




•
 
when you evaluate any hammer, look for precision machining




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
computer simulations evaluated how the aircraft would perform.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 find a numerical expression or equivalent for (an equation, formula, or function).








II.
 
derivatives





evaluator

 
/-yo͞oˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (earlier (mid 18th cent.) as 
evaluation

 ): from French 
évaluer

 , from 
es-

 (from Latin 
ex-

 ) ‘out, from’ + Old French 
value

 ‘value.’





evaluation

 
/əˌvalyəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun




the making of a judgment about the amount, number, or value of something; assessment




•
 
the evaluation of each method




•
 
an initial evaluation of the program.



















evaluative

 
/əˈvalyəˌwādiv/






adjective




based on or relating to an assessment to form an idea of the value of something




•
 
supervisors are making evaluative judgments of their work




•
 
you will need to demonstrate analytical and evaluative skills.



















evan.






abbreviation



1.
 
evangelical.




2.
 
evangelist.














evanesce

 
/ˌevəˈnes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 pass out of sight, memory, or existence.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
evanescere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
vanus

 ‘empty.’





evanescent

 
/ˌevəˈnes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 soon passing out of sight, memory, or existence; quickly fading or disappearing




•
 
a shimmering evanescent bubble.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 
[Physics]

 denoting a field or wave that extends into a region where it cannot propagate and whose amplitude therefore decreases with distance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evanescence

 
/ˌevəˈnes(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
evanescently






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘almost imperceptible’): from Latin 
evanescent-

 ‘disappearing,’ from the verb 
evanescere

 (see evanesce
 ).





evang.

 
Evang.






abbreviation



1.
 
evangelical.




2.
 
evangelist.














evangel

 
/ēˈvanjəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the Christian gospel.




2.
 
any of the four Gospels.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for evangelist
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘gospel’): from Old French 
evangile

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
euangelion

 ‘good news,’ from 
euangelos

 ‘bringing good news,’ from 
eu-

 ‘well’ + 
angelein

 ‘announce.’





evangelical

 
/ˌēvanˈjelək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or according to the teaching of the gospel or the Christian religion.




2.
 
of or denoting a tradition within Protestant Christianity emphasizing the authority of the Bible, personal conversion, and the doctrine of salvation by faith in the Atonement.




3.
 
zealous in advocating something.








II.
 
noun




a member of the evangelical tradition in the Christian Church.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evangelic

 
/-ˈjelik /






adjective













2.
 
evangelicalism

 
/ˌēˌvanˈjeləkəˌlizəm /






noun













3.
 
evangelically

 
/ˌēˌvanˈjelək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
euangelikos

 , from 
euangelos

 (see evangel
 ).





evangelism

 
/əˈvanjəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
the spreading of the Christian gospel by public preaching or personal witness.




2.
 
zealous advocacy of a cause.














evangelist

 
/əˈvanjələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who seeks to convert others to the Christian faith, especially by public preaching.




2.
 
a layperson engaged in Christian missionary work.




3.
 
a zealous advocate of something




•
 
he is an evangelist of junk bonds.










4.
 
the writer of one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John)




•
 
St. John the Evangelist.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
évangéliste

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
euangelistēs

 , from 
euangelizesthai

 ‘evangelize.’





evangelistic

 
/iˌvanjəˈlistik/






adjective



1.
 
seeking to convert others to the Christian faith; missionary




•
 
an evangelistic preacher.










2.
 
zealously advocating a particular cause; campaigning




•
 
an almost evangelistic zeal for the product.



















evangelize

 
/əˈvanjəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert or seek to convert (someone) to Christianity.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — preach the Christian gospel




•
 
the Church's mission to evangelize and declare the faith.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evangelization

 
/əˌvanjələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌēˌvanjəlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
evangelizer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
evangelizare

 , from Greek 
euangelizesthai

 , from 
euangelos

 (see evangel
 ).





Evans, Dame Edith






(1888–1976), English actress; full name 
Dame Edith Mary Evans

 . She is particularly remembered as Lady Bracknell in Oscar Wilde's 
The Importance of Being Earnest

 .









Evans, Mary Ann






see Eliot, George
 .









Evans, Sir Arthur

 
/ˈevənz/






(1851–1941), English archaeologist; full name 
Sir Arthur John Evans

 . His excavations at Knossos (1899–1935) resulted in the discovery of the Bronze Age civilization of Crete, which he named Minoan after the legendary Cretan king Minos.









Evanston

 
/ˈevənstən/





I.
 
a city in northeastern Illinois, just north of Chicago, home to Northwestern University; pop. 77,693 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southwestern Wyoming, next to the Utah border, southwest of Green River; pop. 11,781 (est. 2008).









Evansville

 
/ˈevənzˌvil/






an industrial port city in southwestern Indiana, on the Ohio River; pop. 116,309 (est. 2008).









evap.






abbreviation




evaporate.














evaporate

 
/əˈvapəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
turn from liquid into vapor


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
cook until most of the liquid has evaporated




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
this gets the oil hot enough to evaporate any moisture.










2.
 
lose or cause to lose moisture or solvent as vapor


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the solution was evaporated to dryness.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something abstract) cease to exist




•
 
the militancy of earlier years had evaporated in the wake of defeat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evaporable

 
/əˈvap(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
evaporator

 
/əˈvapəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
evaporat-

 ‘changed into vapor,’ from the verb 
evaporare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
vapor

 ‘steam, vapor.’





evaporated milk






noun




a processed form of milk that has had some of the liquid removed by evaporation.













evaporating dish

 
/əˈvapəˌrādiNG ˌdiSH/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a small ceramic dish in which liquids are heated over a flame so that they evaporate, leaving a solid residue.













evaporation

 
/əˌvapəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of turning from liquid into vapor




•
 
snow cover prevents evaporation of water from the soil.










2.
 
the process of something abstract ceasing to exist




•
 
thousands of employees witnessed the rapid evaporation of their retirement plans




•
 
the police's attempt to dictate public policy led to a sudden evaporation of support.



















evaporative

 
/əˈvapəˌrādiv/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involving evaporation




•
 
evaporative water loss.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
evaporativus

 , from 
evaporare

 ‘change into vapor’ (see evaporate
 ).





evaporative cooling





I.
 
noun




reduction in temperature resulting from the evaporation of a liquid, which removes latent heat from the surface from which evaporation takes place. This process is employed in industrial and domestic cooling systems, and is also the physical basis of sweating.








II.
 
derivatives





evaporative cooler






noun





















evaporite

 
/iˈvapəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a natural salt or mineral deposit left after the evaporation of a body of water.











– origin

 1920s: alteration of evaporate
 (see also -ite
 1
 ).





evapotranspiration

 
/iˌvapōˌtranspəˈrāSHən/






noun




the process by which water is transferred from the land to the atmosphere by evaporation from the soil and other surfaces and by transpiration from plants.














evasion

 
/əˈvāZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of evading something




•
 
their adroit evasion of almost all questions.










2.
 
an indirect answer; a prevaricating excuse




•
 
the protestations and evasions of a witness.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘prevaricating excuse’): via Old French from Latin 
evasio(n-)

 , from 
evadere

 (see evade
 ).





evasive

 
/əˈvāsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to avoid commitment or self-revelation, especially by responding only indirectly




•
 
she was evasive about her phone number.










2.
 
directed toward avoidance or escape




•
 
they decided to 
take evasive action

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evasively

 
/əˈvāsivlē /






adverb













2.
 
evasiveness

 
/əˈvāsivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
evas-

 ‘evaded’ (from the verb 
evadere

 ) + -ive
 .





eve

 
/ēv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the day or period of time immediately before an event or occasion




•
 


on the eve of

 her departure he gave her a little parcel.










2.
 
the evening or day before a religious festival




•
 
the service for Passover eve.










3.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 evening




•
 
a bitter winter's eve.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘close of day’): short form of even
 2
 .





Eve

 
/ēv/






(in the Bible) the first woman, wife of Adam and mother of Cain and Abel.









evection

 
/əˈvekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 regular variation in the eccentricity of the moon's orbit around the earth, caused mainly by the sun's attraction.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘elevation, exaltation’): from Latin 
evectio(n-)

 , from 
evehere

 ‘carry out or up,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
vehere

 ‘carry.’





Eve hypothesis






noun




the hypothesis (based on study of mitochondrial DNA) that modern humans have a common female ancestor who lived in Africa around 200,000 years ago.

Also called African Eve hypothesis.














even1


 
/ˈēvən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
flat and smooth




•
 
prepare the site, then lay an even bed of mortar.










2.
 
in the same plane or line; level




•
 
run a file along the saw to make all of the teeth 
even with

 each other.










3.
 
equal in number, amount, or value




•
 
an even gender balance among staff and students.










4.
 
equally balanced




•
 
it's not an even fight.










5.
 
having little variation in quality; regular




•
 
they traveled at an even and leisurely pace.










6.
 
(of a person's temper or disposition) equable; calm




•
 
a man of good humor and even temper.










7.
 
(of a number, such as 2, 6, or 108) divisible by two without a remainder.




8.
 
bearing an even number




•
 
headers can be placed on odd or even pages or both.










9.
 
exactly equal to a round number; not having any fractions




•
 
the Dow Jones ended at an even 10,000.














II.
 
verb




make or become even


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she cut the hair again to 
even up

 the ends




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
thereafter prices 
evened out

 .














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to emphasize something surprising or extreme




•
 
they have never even heard of the US




•
 
they wore fur hats, even in summer.










2.
 
used in comparisons for emphasis




•
 
he knows even less about it than I do.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
even as






at the very same time as




•
 
even as he spoke, their baggage was being unloaded.















2.
 
an even break








‹informal›

 a fair chance




•
 
suckers never get an even break.















3.
 
even if





a.
 
despite the possibility that; no matter whether




•
 
always try everything even if it turns out to be a dud.










b.
 
despite the fact that




•
 
he is a great president, even if he has many enemies.















4.
 
even now (or then)





a.
 
now (or then) as well as before




•
 
even now, after all these years, it upsets me.










b.
 
in spite of what has (or had) happened




•
 
even then he never raised his voice to me.










c.
 
at this (or that) very moment




•
 
very likely you are even now picking up the telephone to call.















5.
 
even so






in spite of that; nevertheless




•
 
not the most exciting of places, but even so I was having a good time.















6.
 
even though






despite the fact that




•
 
even though he was bigger, he never looked down on me.















7.
 
get (or be) even








‹informal›

 inflict trouble or harm on someone similar to that which they have inflicted on oneself




•
 
I'll get 
even with

 you for this.















8.
 
of even date








[Law]

 
‹formal›

 of the same date.









9.
 
on an even keel





a.
 
(of a ship or aircraft) having the same draft forward and aft.




b.
 
(of a person or situation) functioning normally after a period of difficulty




•
 
getting her life back on to an even keel after their breakup had been difficult.


















V.
 
derivatives





evenness

 
/ˈēv(ə)nnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
efen

 (adjective), 
efne

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
even

 , 
effen

 and German 
eben

 .






even2


 
/ˈēvən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the end of the day; evening




•
 
bring it to my house this even.

















– origin

 Old English 
ǣfen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
avont

 and German 
Abend

 .





Even

 
/ˈāwən, ˈevən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of eastern Siberia.




2.
 
the language of the Even, a Tungusic language with about 6,000 speakers, closely related to Evenki.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Even or their language.













even-aged

 
/ˈēvənˌājd/






adjective



1.
 


[Forestry]

 (of woodland) composed of trees of approximately the same age.




2.
 


[Forestry]

 (of trees) of approximately the same age.













evenfall

 
/ˈēvənfôl/






noun






‹literary›

 the onset of evening; dusk




•
 
he kindles his lamp at evenfall.



















even-handed

 
/ˌēvənˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective




fair and impartial in treatment or judgment




•
 
an even-handed approach.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
even-handedly






adverb













2.
 
even-handedness






noun





















evening

 
/ˈēvniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the period of time at the end of the day, usually from about 6 p.m. to bedtime




•
 
it was seven o'clock 
in the evening






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the evening meal.










2.
 
evening characterized by a specified type of activity or particular weather conditions




•
 
they could have a relaxing evening.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — prescribed by fashion as suitable for relatively formal social events held in the evening




•
 
a couple in evening dress.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
evenings

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 in the evening; every evening




•
 
Saturday evenings he invariably fell asleep.














III.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 short for good evening
 .











– origin

 Old English 
ǣfnung

 ‘dusk falling, the time around sunset,’ from 
ǣfnian

 ‘approach evening,’ from 
ǣfen

 (see even
 2
 ).





evening gown






noun




a long, elegant dress suitable for wearing on formal occasions.













evening grosbeak






noun




a grosbeak native to North America, with yellow coloring.

[
Coccothraustes vespertinus

 .]













evening prayer






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
evening prayers

 )
 — a formal act of worship held in the evening.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in the Anglican Church) the service of evensong.













evening primrose

 
/ˈēv(ə)niNG ˈprimˌrōz/






noun




a plant with yellow flowers that open in the evening.

[Genus 
Oenothera

 , family 
Onagraceae

 : numerous species, in particular the 
common evening primrose

 (
O. biennis

 ).]













evening primrose oil






noun




an oil extracted from the seeds of the evening primrose. It contains gamma-linolenic acid and is used in complementary and alternative medicine, especially in the treatment of premenstrual syndrome




•
 
at night I take evening primrose oil, vitamin E, and St John's wort.



















evening star

 
/ˈēv(ə)niNG stär/






noun

 — (
the evening star

 )


1.
 
the planet Venus, seen shining in the western sky after sunset.













evening wear






noun




clothing, especially for women, that is suitable for formal social occasions.




•
 
the fifth floor is beginning to fill with men in dark suits and women in evening wear.




















Evenki

 
/iˈweNGkē, iˈveNGkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of northern Siberia.

Also called Tungus
 .




2.
 
the Tungusic language of the Evenki.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Evenki or their language.













evenly

 
/ˈēvənlē/






adverb



1.
 
so as to present a flat or uniform surface or line




•
 
scoop cream onto the cake and spread evenly.










2.
 
in equal numbers, amounts, or values




•
 
the jackpot will be split evenly among the holders of the three tickets.










3.
 
with each having an equal chance




•
 
the match was evenly balanced throughout the first half




•
 
an evenly contested game.










4.
 
with equal space or time between each; regularly




•
 
a series of evenly spaced dots




•
 
he was breathing evenly, fast asleep.










5.
 
calmly and without strong emotion or variation




•
 
he speaks evenly and softly.










6.
 
used to indicate a number that is divisible by two without a remainder




•
 
signals are numbered evenly, 2, 4, 6, 8, etc.



















even money






noun



1.
 
(in betting) odds offering an equal chance of winning or losing, with the amount won being the same as the stake




•
 
players bet on each throw for even money




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Romany King swept past the even-money favorite Paco's Boy.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a chance) equally likely to happen or not; fifty-fifty




•
 
above those engines there was an even-money chance of being heard.



















evensong

 
/ˈēvənˌsôNG /

 
Evensong





I.
 
noun




(in the Christian Church) a service of evening prayers, psalms, and canticles, conducted according to a set form, especially that of the Anglican Church




•
 
choral evensong.

















– origin

 Old English 
ǣfensang

 , originally applied to the pre-Reformation service of vespers (see even
 2
 , song
 ).





even-steven

 
/ˌēvən ˈstēvən/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 used in reference to fair and equal competition or distribution of resources


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the race was an even-steven affair




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I split the money with my wife even-steven.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: rhyming phrase, used as an intensive.






event

 
/əˈvent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that happens, especially one of importance




•
 
one of the main political events of the late 20th century.










2.
 
a planned public or social occasion




•
 
events to raise money for charity.










3.
 
each of several particular contests making up a sports competition




•
 
a star sprinter in the 100- and 200-meter events.










4.
 


[Physics]

 a single occurrence of a process, e.g., the ionization of one atom.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in any event

 
at all events






whatever happens or may have happened




•
 
in any event, there was one promise the trickster did keep.















2.
 
in the event








(chiefly Brit.)

 as it turns (or turned) out




•
 
he was sent on this important and, in the event, quite fruitless mission.















3.
 
in the event of ——






if —— happens




•
 
this will reduce the chance of serious injury in the event of an accident.















4.
 
in the event that






if; should it happen that




•
 
in the event that an attack is launched, the defenders will have been significantly weakened by air attacks.















5.
 
in that event






if that happens




•
 
in that event, the US would incline toward a lifting of the arms embargo.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eventless






adjective













2.
 
eventlessness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
eventus

 , from 
evenire

 ‘result, happen,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





event creation






noun



1.
 
the activity of planning, organizing, and staging public events.




2.
 
(in computer programming) the activity of or facility for creating an event that will unfold in real time when conditions for it have been met.













even-tempered

 
/ˈēvən ˈˌtempərd/






adjective




not easily annoyed or angered




•
 
a gentle and even-tempered man.




















eventer

 
/əˈven(t)ər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a horse or rider that takes part in eventing.











– origin

 1970s: from event
 , in 
three-day event

 (see eventing
 ).





eventful

 
/əˈventfəl/





I.
 
adjective




marked by interesting or exciting events




•
 
his long and eventful life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eventfully






adverb













2.
 
eventfulness






noun





















event horizon






noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a theoretical boundary around a black hole beyond which no light or other radiation can escape.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a point of no return




•
 
we're nearing the event horizon of the presidential election.



















eventide

 
/ˈēvənˌtīd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the end of the day; evening




•
 
the moon flower opens its white, trumpetlike flowers 
at eventide

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
ǣfentīd

 (see even
 2
 , tide
 ).






eventing

 
/əˈven(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun




an equestrian sport in which competitors must take part in each of several contests, usually cross-country, dressage, and show jumping.











– origin

 1960s: from event
 , in 
three-day event

 , horse trials held on three consecutive days. Compare with eventer
 .





eventive

 
/əˈven(t)iv/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 (of the subject or object of a sentence) denoting an event.














even-toed ungulate






noun




a hoofed mammal of an order that includes the ruminants, camels, pigs, and hippopotamuses. Mammals of this group have either two or four toes on each foot.

Compare with odd-toed ungulate
 . [Order 
Artiodactyla

 : three suborders. See also ruminant
 , tylopod
 .]













eventual

 
/əˈven(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
occurring at the end of or as a result of a series of events; final; ultimate




•
 
it's impossible to predict the eventual outcome of the competition.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to an event or events’): from Latin 
eventus

 (see event
 ), on the pattern of 
actual

 .





eventuality

 
/iˌven(t)SHəˈwalədē/






noun




a possible event or outcome




•
 
you must be prepared for all eventualities.



















eventually

 
/əˈven(t)SH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
in the end, especially after a long delay, dispute, or series of problems




•
 
eventually, after midnight, I arrived at the hotel.



















eventuate

 
/əˈven(t)SHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 occur as a result




•
 
you never know what might eventuate.










2.
 
(
eventuate in

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 lead to as a result




•
 
circumstances that eventuate in crime.














II.
 
derivatives





eventuation

 
/iˌvenCHo͞oˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from event
 , on the pattern of 
actuate

 .






ever

 
/ˈevər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — at any time




•
 
nothing ever seemed to ruffle her




•
 
don't you ever regret giving up all that money?










2.
 
used in comparisons for emphasis




•
 
they felt better than ever before




•
 
our biggest ever range.










3.
 
at all times; always




•
 
ever the man of action, he was impatient with intellectuals




•
 
it remains 
as

 popular 
as ever






•
 
they lived 
happily ever after






•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
he toyed with his ever-present cigar.










4.
 
[with 
comparative

 ]
 — increasingly; constantly




•
 
having to borrow ever larger sums.










5.
 
used for emphasis in questions and other remarks, expressing astonishment or outrage




•
 
who ever heard of a grown man being frightened of the dark?




•
 
don't you ever forget it!














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
ever and anon








‹archaic›

 occasionally




•
 
ever and anon the stillness is rent by the scream of a gibbon.







[from Shakespeare's 
Love's Labour's Lost

 (
V.

 ii. 101).]









2.
 
ever since






throughout the period since




•
 
she had lived alone ever since her husband died.















3.
 
ever so






very




•
 
I am ever so grateful.















4.
 
ever such








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very much




•
 
ever such a pretty little cat.















5.
 
for ever






see forever
 .









6.
 
yours ever

 
ever yours








(Brit.)

 a formula used to end an informal letter, before the signature.















– origin

 Old English 
ǣfre

 , of unknown origin.





everblooming

 
/ˈevərˈblo͞omiNG/






adjective




(of a plant) in bloom throughout most or all of the growing season




•
 
others prefer an everblooming variety like the rugosa roses.



















ever-changing






adjective




constantly changing or developing




•
 
the key is adapting to the ever-changing conditions




•
 
ever-changing technology.




















Everest, Mount

 
/ˈev(ə)rəst/





I.
 
a mountain in the Himalayas, on the border between Nepal and Tibet. Rising to 29,028 feet (8,848 m), it is the highest mountain in the world; it was first climbed in 1953 by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay.

Tibetan name Qomolungma
 .







– origin

 named after Sir George 
Everest

 (1790–1866), a supervisor for the British government in India.





Everett

 
/ˈev(ə)rit/





I.
 
an industrial city in northeastern Massachusetts, just north of Boston; pop. 37,353 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial port city in northwestern Washington, north of Seattle, noted for its huge Boeing aircraft-assembly plant; pop. 98,212 (est. 2008).









everglade

 
/ˈevərˌɡlād/






noun




a marshy tract of land that is mostly under water and covered with tall grass.













Everglades

 
/ˈevərˌɡlādz/






a vast area of marshland and coastal mangrove in southern Florida, part of which is protected as a national park.










evergreen

 
/ˈevərˌɡrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or denoting a plant that retains green leaves throughout the year




•
 
the glossy laurel is hardy and evergreen




•
 
evergreen shrubs.







Often contrasted with deciduous
 .




2.
 
having an enduring freshness, success, or popularity




•
 
in Hollywood parlance, Star Trek is an evergreen asset.














II.
 
noun




a plant that retains green leaves throughout the year




•
 
evergreens planted to cut off the east wind.




















evergreen oak






noun




another term for holm oak
 .













Evergreen State






a nickname for the state of Washington
 .









everlasting

 
/ˌevərˈlastiNG/





I.
 
adjective




lasting forever or for a very long time




•
 
the damned would suffer everlasting torment




•
 
it would be an everlasting reminder of this evening.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 eternity.




2.
 
(also 
everlasting flower

 )
 — a flower of the daisy family with a papery texture, retaining its shape and color after being dried, especially a helichrysum.

Also called immortelle
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
everlastingly

 
/ˌevərˈlastiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
everlastingness






noun





















evermore

 
/ˌevərˈmôr/






adverb




(chiefly used for rhetorical effect or in ecclesiastical contexts) always




•
 
we pray that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.



















Evers, Medgar

 
/ˈevərz/






(1925–63), US civil rights leader; full name 
Medgar Wiley Evers

 . He was Mississippi field secretary of the NAACP from 1954; his assassination was a factor in President Kennedy's call for new, comprehensive civil rights legislation.









ever-shifting






adjective




constantly changing, especially in an unpredictable way




•
 
a kaleidoscopic vision of an ever-shifting landscape.



















evert

 
/əˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Physiology]

 turn (a structure or organ) outward or inside out


(as 
adj.

 
everted

 )


•
 
the characteristic facial appearance of full, often everted lips.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eversible

 
/iˈversəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
eversion

 
/əˈvərZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘upset, overthrow’): from Latin 
evertere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’ The current sense dates from the late 18th cent.





Evert, Chris

 
/ˈevərt/






(1954–), US tennis player; full name 
Christine Marie Evert

 . During 1974–86, she won the women's singles title at seven French Open, six US Open, three Wimbledon, and two Australian Open tournaments.









everwhere

 
/ˈevərˌ(h)wer/






adverb



1.
 


‹dialect›

 everywhere.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 wherever.













everwhich

 
/ˈevərˌ(h)wiCH/






adjective






‹dialect›

 whichever.














every

 
/ˈevrē/





I.
 
determiner



1.
 
(preceding a singular noun) used to refer to all the individual members of a set without exception




•
 
the hotel assures every guest of personal attention




•
 [with 
possessive determiner

 ]
 
the children hung on his every word.










2.
 
used before an amount to indicate something happening at specified intervals




•
 
tours are every thirty minutes




•
 
they had every third week off.










3.
 
(used for emphasis) all possible; the utmost




•
 
you have every reason to be disappointed.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
every bit as






(in comparisons) equally as




•
 
the planning should be every bit as enjoyable as the event itself.















2.
 
every inch






see inch
 1
 .









3.
 
every last (or every single)






used to emphasize that every member of a group is included




•
 
unbelievers, every last one of them




•
 
they insist you weigh every single thing.















4.
 
every man has his price








‹proverb›

 everyone is open to bribery if the inducement offered is large enough.









5.
 
every now and then (or now and again)






from time to time; occasionally




•
 
I used to see him every now and then.















6.
 
every other (or every second)






each second in a series; each alternate




•
 
I train with weights every other day




•
 
the auctions are held every second week.















7.
 
every so often






from time to time; occasionally




•
 
every so often I need a laugh to stay sane.















8.
 
every time






without exception




•
 
it brews a perfect blend of coffee every time.















9.
 
every which way





a.
 


‹informal›

 in all directions




•
 
you can see cracks moving every which way.










b.
 
by all available means




•
 
since then he has tried every which way to avoid contact with his ex.





















– origin

 Old English 
ǣfre ǣlc

 (see ever
 , each
 ).






everybody

 
/ˈevrēˌbädē ˈevrēˌbədē/





I.
 
pronoun




every person




•
 
everybody agrees with his views




•
 
it's not everybody's cup of tea.

















usage:

 
Everybody

 , along with 
everyone

 , traditionally uses a singular pronoun of reference: everybody must sign 
his

 own name. Because the use of his in this context is now perceived as sexist by some, a second option became popular: everybody must sign 
his or her

 own name. But his or her is often awkward, and many feel that the plural simply makes more sense: everybody must sign 
their

 own name. Although this violates what many consider standard, it is in fact standard in British English and increasingly so in US English. In some sentences, only they makes grammatical sense: everybody agreed to convict the defendant, and 
they

 voted unanimously.





everyday

 
/ˈevrēˌdā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
happening or used every day; daily




•
 
everyday chores like shopping and housework.










2.
 
commonplace




•
 
everyday drugs like aspirin.














II.
 
adverb




each day; daily




•
 
I get up at six every day.

















usage:

 The adjective 
everyday

 , meaning ‘happening or used every day’ or ‘commonplace’ (everyday activities), is written as one word, whereas the adverb meaning ‘each day, daily’ (I get up at six every day) is written as two.






Everyman

 
/ˈevrēˌman/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an ordinary or typical human being




•
 
it is Everyman's dream car.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: the name of the principal character in a 15th-cent. morality play.





everyone

 
/ˈevrēˌwən/





I.
 
pronoun




every person




•
 
everyone needs time to unwind




•
 
he knew everyone in the business.

















usage:

 See usage at everybody
 .





every one





I.
 
pronoun




each one.











usage:

 The pronoun 
everyone

 , meaning ‘every person,’ is spelled as one word: everyone had a great time at the party. The pronoun 
every one

 , meaning ‘each one,’ is spelled as two words: every one of the employees got a bonus at the end of the year.





everyplace

 
/ˈevrēˌplās/






adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 informal term for everywhere
 .













everything

 
/ˈevrēˌTHiNG/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
all things; all the things of a group or class




•
 
he taught me everything I know




•
 
herbal cures for 
everything from

 leprosy 
to

 rheumatism.










2.
 
all things of importance; a great deal




•
 
I lost everything in the crash




•
 
he owed everything to his years in Munich.










3.
 
the most important thing or aspect




•
 
money isn't everything.










4.
 
the current situation; life in general




•
 
how's everything?




•
 
everything is going okay.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
and everything








‹informal›

 used to refer vaguely to other things associated with what has been mentioned




•
 
you'll still get paid and everything.















2.
 
have everything








‹informal›

 possess every attraction or advantage




•
 
she was articulate, she was fun—it seemed to me she had everything.
























everywhere

 
/ˈevrēˌ(h)wer/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or to all places




•
 
I've looked everywhere




•
 
everywhere she went she was fêted.










2.
 
in many places; common or widely distributed




•
 
sandwich bars are everywhere.














II.
 
noun




all places or directions




•
 
everywhere was in darkness.














III.
 
phrases





everywhere else






in all other places




•
 
they are the same machines used everywhere else in the world.





















– origin

 Middle English: formerly also as two words.





Everywoman

 
/ˈevrēˌwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an ordinary or typical woman




•
 
the book is a compilation of memorably silly moments in the life of a hapless Everywoman.

















– origin

 early 20th cent: on the pattern of Everyman
 .





evg.






abbreviation




evening.














evict

 
/əˈvikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expel (someone) from a property, especially with the support of the law




•
 
he had court orders to 
evict

 the trespassers 
from

 three camps.














II.
 
derivatives





evictor

 
/əˈviktər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘recover property, or the title to property, by legal process’): from Latin 
evict-

 ‘overcome, defeated,’ from the verb 
evincere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
vincere

 ‘conquer.’





eviction

 
/iˈvikSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of expelling someone, especially a tenant, from a property; expulsion




•
 
the forced eviction of residents.




















evidence

 
/ˈevədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the available body of facts or information indicating whether a belief or proposition is true or valid




•
 
the study finds little evidence of overt discrimination.










2.
 


[Law]

 information given personally, drawn from a document, or in the form of material objects, tending or used to establish facts in a legal investigation or admissible as testimony in court




•
 
without evidence, they can't bring a charge.










3.
 
signs; indications




•
 
there was no obvious evidence of a break-in.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be evidenced

 )


1.
 
be or show evidence of




•
 
that it has been populated from prehistoric times is evidenced by the remains of Neolithic buildings.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give evidence








[Law]

 give information and answer questions formally and in person in court or at an inquiry.









2.
 
in evidence






noticeable; conspicuous




•
 
his dramatic flair is still very much in evidence.















3.
 King's or Queen's) evidence ">
turn state's ( King's or Queen's) evidence








[Law]

 (of a criminal) give information in court against one's partners in order to receive a less severe punishment oneself.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
evidentia

 , from 
evident-

 ‘obvious to the eye or mind’ (see evident
 ).





evidence-based






adjective






[Medicine]

 denoting disciplines of health care that proceed empirically with regard to the patient and reject more traditional protocols.














evident

 
/ˈevədənt/





I.
 
adjective




plain or obvious; clearly seen or understood




•
 
she ate the cookies with evident enjoyment.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
evidens

 , 
evident-

 ‘obvious to the eye or mind,’ from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
videre

 ‘to see.’






evidential

 
/ˌevəˈden(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or providing evidence




•
 
the evidential value of the record.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evidentiality

 
/ˌeviˌdenCHēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
evidentially






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
evidentialis

 , from Latin 
evidentia

 (see evidence
 ).





evidentiary

 
/ˌevəˈden(t)SHərē/






adjective






[chiefly Law]

 another term for evidential
 .













evidently

 
/ˈevədəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
plainly or obviously; in a way that is clearly seen or understood




•
 
a work so evidently laden with significance.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — it is plain that; it would seem that




•
 
evidently Mrs. Smith thought differently.










3.
 
used as an affirmative response or reply




•
 
“Were they old pals or something?” “Evidently.”



















evil

 
/ˈēvəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
profoundly immoral and malevolent




•
 
his evil deeds




•
 
no man is so evil as to be beyond redemption.










2.
 
(of a force or spirit) embodying or associated with the forces of the devil




•
 
we have been driven out of the house by this evil spirit.










3.
 
harmful or tending to harm




•
 
the evil effects of high taxes.










4.
 
(of something seen or smelled) extremely unpleasant




•
 
a bathroom with an evil smell.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
profound immorality, wickedness, and depravity, especially when regarded as a supernatural force




•
 
the world is stalked by relentless evil




•
 
good and evil in eternal opposition.










2.
 
a manifestation of this, especially in people's actions




•
 
the evil that took place last Thursday.










3.
 
something that is harmful or undesirable




•
 
sexism, racism, and all other unpleasant social evils.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the evil eye






a gaze or stare superstitiously believed to cause material harm




•
 
he 
gave

 me 
the evil eye

 as I walked down the corridor.















2.
 
the Evil One








‹archaic›

 the Devil.









3.
 
give someone (the) evils








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 glare at someone




•
 
I looked at the girl he'd been eyeing up and I gave her the evils.















4.
 
put off the evil day (or hour)






postpone something unpleasant for as long as possible.









5.
 
speak evil of






slander




•
 
it is a sin to speak evil of the king.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evilly

 
/ˈēvəllē /






adverb













2.
 
evilness

 
/ˈēvəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
yfel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
euvel

 and German 
Übel

 .





evildoer

 
/ˈēvəlˌdo͞oər/





I.
 
noun




a person who commits profoundly immoral and malevolent deeds.








II.
 
derivatives





evildoing

 
/ˈēvəlˌdo͞oiNG /






noun





















evil-minded






adjective




having wicked thoughts, ideas, or intentions.













evil-smelling

 
/ˈēvəlˌsmeliNG/






adjective




having an extremely unpleasant smell




•
 
an evil-smelling cesspit.



















evince

 
/əˈvins/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 reveal the presence of (a quality or feeling)




•
 
his letters evince the excitement he felt at undertaking this journey.










2.
 


‹formal›

 be evidence of; indicate




•
 
man's inhumanity to man 
as evinced in

 the use of torture.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘prove by argument or evidence’): from Latin 
evincere

 ‘overcome, defeat’ (see evict
 ).





eviscerate

 
/əˈvisəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 disembowel (a person or animal)




•
 
the goat had been skinned and neatly eviscerated.










2.
 


‹formal›

 deprive (something) of its essential content




•
 
myriad little concessions that would eviscerate the project.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
[Surgery]

 remove the contents of (a body organ).








II.
 
derivatives





evisceration

 
/əˌvisəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
eviscerat-

 ‘disemboweled,’ from the verb 
eviscerare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out’ + 
viscera

 ‘internal organs.’





e-vite

 
/ˈēvīt /

 
evite





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an invitation sent by email




•
 
the holidays are fast approaching and the e-vites are pouring in.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send an invitation to (someone) by email




•
 
the site was launched when its founders e-vited 100 friends to join.



















eviternity

 
/ˌevəˈtərnədē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 eternal existence; everlasting duration.








II.
 
derivatives





eviternal

 
/-ˈtərnl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
aeviternus

 ‘eternal’ + -ity
 .





evocation

 
/ˌēvōˈkāSH(ə)n evōˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the act of bringing or recalling a feeling, memory, or image to the conscious mind




•
 
the vivid evocation of stillness in the title poem




•
 
the evocation of deep emotions.










2.
 
an account or work of art that brings or recalls a feeling, memory, or image to the conscious mind




•
 
his 560-page epic is a detailed, moving evocation of childhood.










3.
 
the action of eliciting a response




•
 
the mutual evocation of responses through body language.










4.
 
the action of invoking a spirit or deity




•
 
the evocation of wandering spirits.



















evocative

 
/əˈväkədiv/





I.
 
adjective




bringing strong images, memories, or feelings to mind




•
 
powerfully evocative lyrics




•
 
the building's cramped interiors are highly 
evocative of

 past centuries.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evocatively

 
/əˈväkədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
evocativeness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
evocativus

 , from 
evocat-

 ‘called forth,’ from the verb 
evocare

 (see evoke
 ).






evoke

 
/əˈvōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring or recall to the conscious mind




•
 
the sight of American asters evokes pleasant memories of childhood.










2.
 
elicit (a response)




•
 
the awkward kid who evoked giggles from his sisters.










3.
 
invoke (a spirit or deity).








II.
 
derivatives





evoker






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
evocare

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of, from’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’






evolute

 
/ˈevəˌlo͞ot /

 
evolute curve





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a curve that is the locus of the centers of curvature of another curve (its involute).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
evolutus

 , past participle of 
evolvere

 ‘roll out’ (see evolve
 ).





evolution

 
/ˌevəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process by which different kinds of living organisms are thought to have developed and diversified from earlier forms during the history of the earth.

The idea of organic evolution was proposed by some ancient Greek thinkers but was long rejected in Europe as contrary to the literal interpretation of the Bible. Lamarck proposed a theory that organisms became transformed by their efforts to respond to the demands of their environment, but he was unable to explain a mechanism for this. Lyell demonstrated that geological deposits were the cumulative product of slow processes over vast ages. This helped Darwin toward a theory of gradual evolution over a long period by the natural selection of those varieties of an organism slightly better adapted to the environment and hence more likely to produce descendants. Combined with the later discoveries of the cellular and molecular basis of genetics, Darwin's theory of evolution has, with some modification, become the dominant unifying concept of modern biology.




2.
 
the gradual development of something, especially from a simple to a more complex form




•
 
the forms of written languages undergo constant evolution.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the giving off of a gaseous product, or of heat.




4.
 
a pattern of movements or maneuvers




•
 
silk ribbons waving in fanciful evolutions.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 
‹dated›

 the extraction of a root from a given quantity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evolutional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
evolutionally

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
evolutive

 
/ˌevəˈlo͞odiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
evolutio(n-)

 ‘unrolling,’ from the verb 
evolvere

 (see evolve
 ). Early senses related to physical movement, first recorded in describing a tactical “wheeling” maneuver in the realignment of troops or ships. Current senses stem from a notion of “opening out” and “unfolding,” giving rise to a general sense of ‘development.’





evolutionary

 
/ˌevəˈlo͞oSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting the process by which different kinds of living organisms are believed to have developed from earlier forms during the history of the earth




•
 
Darwinian evolutionary theory




•
 
chance enters into the evolutionary process in the form of naturally occurring random mutations.










2.
 
relating to the gradual development of something




•
 
updating technology is an evolutionary process.










3.
 
relating to a pattern of movements or maneuvers




•
 
evolutionary tactics




•
 
he was in command of the evolutionary squadron.














II.
 
derivatives





evolutionarily

 
/ˌevəˌlo͞oSHəˈnerəlē /






adverb





















evolutionist

 
/ˌevəˈlo͞oSHənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes in the theories of evolution and natural selection.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the theories of evolution and natural selection




•
 
an evolutionist model.














III.
 
derivatives





evolutionism

 
/ˌevəˈlo͞oSHəˌnizəm ˌēvəˈlo͞oSHəˌnizəm /






noun






















evolve

 
/ēˈvälv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
develop gradually, especially from a simple to a more complex form


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the company has 
evolved into

 a major chemical manufacturer




•
 
the Gothic style 
evolved

 steadily and naturally 
from

 the Romanesque




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
each school must evolve its own way of working.










2.
 
(with reference to an organism or biological feature) develop over successive generations, especially as a result of natural selection


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the populations are cut off from each other and evolve independently.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 give off (gas or heat).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
evolvable






adjective













2.
 
evolvement

 
/əˈvälvmənt ēˈvälvmənt əˈvôlvmənt ēˈvôlvmənt /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘make more complex, develop’): from Latin 
evolvere

 , from 
e-

 (variant of 
ex-

 ) ‘out of’ + 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





EVOO






abbreviation




extra virgin olive oil.














Évros

 
/ˈevrôs/






Greek name for the Maritsa
 .









evulsion

 
/əˈvəlZH(ə)n əˈvəlSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of plucking something out by force; violent or forcible extraction.














Évvoia

 
/ˈevyä, ˈevēä/






Greek name for Euboea
 .









evzone

 
/ˈevzōn/





I.
 
noun




a kilted soldier belonging to a select Greek infantry regiment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Greek 
euzōnos

 , from Greek, ‘dressed for exercise’ (from 
eu-

 ‘fine’ + 
zōnē

 ‘belt’), because of their distinctive uniform, which includes a fustanella.





ew

 
/ˈēo͞o /

 
eww





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express disgust or distaste




•
 
ew, I'd hate to think what has been trampled into that carpet




•
 
eww, how can you eat that?

















– origin

 1970s: imitative.





EW






abbreviation




enlisted woman (women).













ewe

 
/yo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a female sheep.











– origin

 Old English 
eowu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ooi

 and German 
Aue

 .





Ewe

 
/ˈāwā, ˈāvā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of Ghana, Togo, and Benin.




2.
 
the Kwa language of the Ewe.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ewe or their language.











– origin

 the name in Ewe.





ewe neck





I.
 
noun




a horse's neck of which the upper outline curves downward instead of upward.








II.
 
derivatives





ewe-necked






adjective





















ewer

 
/ˈyo͞oər/





I.
 
noun




a large jug with a wide mouth, formerly used for carrying water for someone to wash in.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
ewer

 , variant of Old French 
aiguiere

 , based on Latin 
aquarius

 ‘of water,’ from 
aqua

 ‘water.’





Ewing, Patrick

 
/ˈyo͞o-iNG/






(1962–), US basketball player, born in Jamaica; full name 
Patrick Aloysius Ewing

 . Before playing center for the New York Knicks 1985–2000, he led the US Olympic team to gold medals in 1984 and 1992. He later played for the Seattle SuperSonics 2000–2001 and the Orlando Magic 2001–2002.










ex1


 
/eks/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
(of goods) sold direct from




•
 
carpet tiles offered at a special price, ex stock.










2.
 
without; excluding




•
 
the discount and market price are ex dividend.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, ‘out of.’





ex2


 
/eks/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a former husband, wife, or partner in a relationship




•
 
I don't want my ex to spoil what I have now.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: independent usage of ex-
 1
 .





Ex.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Exodus.














ex-1


 
/eks /

 
e-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
out; outside of




•
 
expand




•
 
express.










2.
 
up and away; upward




•
 
excel




•
 
extol.










3.
 
thoroughly




•
 
exacerbate




•
 
excruciate.










4.
 
removal or release




•
 
excommunicate




•
 
exculpate




•
 
expel.










5.
 
forming verbs expressing inducement of a state




•
 
exasperate




•
 
excite.










6.
 
forming nouns (from titles of office, status, etc.) expressing a former state




•
 
ex-husband




•
 
ex-convict.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ex

 ‘out of.’ / 
usage:

 
Ex-

 is assimilated as 
ef-

 before 
f

 (as in 
effeminate

 ). Exfiltrate and exfoliate and their derivatives are exceptions.






ex-2


 
/eks/





I.
 
prefix




out




•
 
exodus




•
 
exorcism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ex

 ‘out of.’





exa-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 1018





•
 
exajoule.

















– origin

 from 
(h)exa-

 (see hexa-
 ), based on the supposed analogy of 
tera-

 and 
tetra-

 .





exabyte

 
/ˈeksəbīt /

 
Eb
 , EB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to one quintillion (1018
 ) bytes, or one billion gigabytes.













exacerbate

 
/iɡˈzasərˌbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a problem, bad situation, or negative feeling) worse




•
 
the exorbitant cost of land in urban areas only exacerbated the problem




•
 
the forest fire was exacerbated by the lack of rain.














II.
 
derivatives





exacerbation

 
/iɡˌzasərˈbāSHən eɡˌzasərˈbāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
exacerbat-

 ‘made harsh,’ from the verb 
exacerbare

 , from 
ex-

 (expressing inducement of a state) + 
acerbus

 ‘harsh, bitter.’ The noun 
exacerbation

 (late Middle English) originally meant ‘provocation to anger.’ / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
exacerbate

 and 
exasperate

 , see usage at exasperate
 .






exact

 
/iɡˈzakt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not approximated in any way; precise




•
 
the exact details were still being worked out.










2.
 
accurate or correct in all details




•
 
an exact replica, two feet tall, was constructed.










3.
 
(of a person) tending to be accurate and careful about minor details




•
 
she was an exact, clever manager.










4.
 
(of a subject of study) permitting precise or absolute measurements as a basis for rigorously testable theories




•
 
psychomedicine isn't an exact science yet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demand and obtain (something, especially a payment) from someone




•
 
tributes exacted from the Slavic peoples




•
 
William's advisers exacted an oath of obedience from the clergy.










2.
 
inflict (revenge) on someone




•
 
a frustrated woman bent on exacting a cruel revenge for his rejection.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exactable

 
/iɡˈzaktəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
exactitude

 
/iɡˈzaktəˌt(y)o͞od /






noun













3.
 
exactor

 
/iɡˈzaktər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Latin 
exact-

 ‘completed, ascertained, enforced,’ from the verb 
exigere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
agere

 ‘perform.’ The adjective dates from the mid 16th cent. and reflects the Latin 
exactus

 ‘precise.’






exacta

 
/iɡˈzaktə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bet in which the first two places in a race must be predicted in the correct order.

Compare with quinella
 .











– origin

 1960s: from American Spanish (
quiniela

 ) 
exacta

 ‘exact (quinella).’





exacting

 
/iɡˈzaktiNG/





I.
 
adjective




making great demands on one's skill, attention, or other resources




•
 
living up to such exacting standards.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exactingly






adverb













2.
 
exactingness






noun





















exaction

 
/iɡˈzakSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the action of demanding and obtaining something from someone, especially a payment or service




•
 
he supervised the exaction of tolls at various ports.










2.
 


‹formal›

 a sum of money demanded for a payment or service.




3.
 


‹formal›

 an act of demanding unfair and exorbitant payment; an act of extortion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exactio(n-)

 , from 
exigere

 ‘ascertain, perfect, enforce’ (see exact
 ).





exactly

 
/iɡˈzak(t)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
without discrepancy (used to emphasize the accuracy of a figure or description)




•
 
they met in 1989 and got married exactly two years later




•
 
fold the second strip of paper in exactly the same way.










2.
 
in exact terms; without vagueness




•
 
what exactly are you looking for?










3.
 
used as a reply to confirm or agree with what has just been said




•
 
“You mean that you're going to tell me the truth?” “Exactly.”














II.
 
phrases





not exactly

 

‹informal›






a.
 
not at all




•
 
that was not exactly convincing.










b.
 
not quite but close to being




•
 
not exactly agitated, but disturbed.























exactness

 
/iɡˈzak(t)nəs/






noun




the quality of being accurate or correct; precision




•
 
it is impossible to calculate with mathematical exactness.



















exaggerate

 
/iɡˈzajəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (something) as being larger, greater, better, or worse than it really is




•
 
they were apt to exaggerate any aches and pains




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I couldn't sleep for three days—I'm not exaggerating.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
exaggerated

 )
 — enlarged or altered beyond normal or due proportions




•
 
her plump thighs, exaggerated hips, and minuscule waist.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exaggeratedly

 
/iɡˈzajəˌrādədlē /






adverb













2.
 
exaggerative

 
/iɡˈzajəˌrādiv /






adjective













3.
 
exaggerator

 
/iɡˈzajəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exaggerat-

 ‘heaped up,’ from the verb 
exaggerare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
aggerare

 ‘heap up’ (from 
agger

 ‘heap’). The word originally meant ‘pile up, accumulate,’ later ‘intensify praise or blame,’ ‘dwell on a virtue or fault,’ giving rise to current senses.





exaggeration

 
/iɡˌzajəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a statement that represents something as better or worse than it really is




•
 
it would be an exaggeration to say I had morning sickness, but I did feel queasy.










2.
 
the action of making statements that represent something as better or worse than it really is




•
 
he was prone to exaggeration.




















exalt

 
/iɡˈzôlt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold (someone or something) in very high regard; think or speak very highly of




•
 
the party will continue to exalt its hero.










2.
 
raise to a higher rank or a position of greater power




•
 
this naturally exalts the peasant above his brethren in the same rank of society.










3.
 
make noble in character; dignify




•
 
romanticism liberated the imagination and exalted the emotions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exaltare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, upward’ + 
altus

 ‘high.’





exaltation

 
/ˌeɡˌzôlˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling or state of extreme happiness




•
 
she beams with exaltation.










2.
 
the action of elevating someone in rank, power, or character




•
 
the resurrection and exaltation of Christ.










3.
 
the action of praising someone or something highly




•
 
the exaltation of the army as a place for brotherhood.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the action of raising high’): from late Latin 
exaltatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
exaltare

 ‘raise aloft’ (see exalt
 ).





exalted

 
/iɡˈzôltəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their rank or status) placed at a high or powerful level; held in high regard




•
 
it had taken her years of hard infighting to reach her present exalted rank.










2.
 
(of an idea) noble; lofty




•
 
his exalted hopes of human progress.










3.
 
in a state of extreme happiness




•
 
I felt exalted and newly alive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exaltedly






adverb













2.
 
exaltedness






noun





















exam

 
/iɡˈzam/






noun



1.
 
short for examination
 (
sense

 2):




•
 
he was likely to fail his exams again




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
exam results.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a medical test of a specified kind




•
 
routine eye exams.




















examen

 
/iɡˈzāmən/





I.
 
noun




a formal examination of the soul or conscience, made usually daily by Jesuits and some other Roman Catholics.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, in the figurative sense ‘examination’ (literally ‘tongue of a balance’), from 
exigere

 ‘weigh accurately.’





examination

 
/iɡˌzaməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a detailed inspection or investigation




•
 
an examination of marketing behavior




•
 
a medical examination is conducted without delay.










2.
 
the action or process of conducting an inspection or investigation




•
 
the treaty is under examination by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.










3.
 
a formal test of a person's knowledge or proficiency in a particular subject or skill




•
 
he scraped through the examinations at the end of his first year.










4.
 


[Law]

 the formal questioning of a witness in court.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘testing (one's conscience) by a standard’): via Old French from Latin 
examinatio(n-)

 , from 
examinare

 ‘weigh, test’ (see examine
 ).





examination for discovery






noun






(Canadian)

 
[Law]

 a meeting in which the evidence to be presented at a civil trial is disclosed before the trial takes place




•
 
I have seen the employee's case collapse as a result of information obtained only at examination for discovery.



















examination-in-chief

 
/eɡˌzaməˈnāSHənin(t)SHēf/






noun




another term for direct examination
 .














examine

 
/iɡˈzamən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inspect (someone or something) in detail to determine their nature or condition; investigate thoroughly




•
 
a doctor examined me and said I might need a caesarean




•
 
this forced us to examine every facet of our business.










2.
 
test the knowledge or proficiency of (someone) by requiring them to answer questions or perform tasks




•
 
the colleges set standards by examining candidates.










3.
 


[Law]

 formally question (a witness) in court.

Compare with cross-examine
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
examinable

 
/iɡˈzamənəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
examinee

 
/iɡˌzaməˈnē eɡˌzaməˈnē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
examiner

 , from Latin 
examinare

 ‘weigh, test,’ from 
examen

 (see examen
 ).





examiner

 
/ˌiɡˈzamənər/






noun



1.
 
a person whose job is to inspect something; an inspector




•
 
a police vehicle examiner.










2.
 
a person who administers and grades examinations to test people's knowledge or proficiency.














example

 
/iɡˈzampəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing characteristic of its kind or illustrating a general rule




•
 
it's a good example of how European action can produce results




•
 
some of these carpets are among the finest examples of the period.










2.
 
a printed or written problem or exercise designed to illustrate a rule.




3.
 
a person or thing regarded in terms of their fitness to be imitated or the likelihood of their being imitated




•
 
it is vitally important that parents should 
set an example






•
 
she 
followed

 her brother's 
example

 and deserted her family.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be exampled

 )


1.
 
be illustrated or exemplified




•
 
the extent of Allied naval support is exampled by the navigational specialists provided.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for example






used to introduce something chosen as a typical case




•
 
many, like Helen, for example, come from very poor backgrounds.















2.
 
make an example of






punish as a warning to others.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
exemplum

 , from 
eximere

 ‘take out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
emere

 ‘take.’ Compare with sample
 .





exanimate

 
/ekˈsanəmət/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 showing no sign of life; lifeless




•
 
his exanimate body.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exanimatus

 ‘deprived of life,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
animatus

 (see animate
 ).





ex ante

 
/ˌeks ˈantē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




based on forecasts rather than actual results


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
this is an ex ante estimate of the variance.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
ex

 ‘from, out of’ + 
ante

 ‘before.’






exanthema

 
/ˌeɡzanˈTHēmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a skin rash accompanying a disease or fever.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exanthematic

 
/eɡˌzanTHəˈmatik /






adjective













2.
 
exanthematous

 
/-ˈTHemətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
exanthēma

 ‘eruption,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
antheein

 ‘to blossom’ (from 
anthos

 ‘flower’).






exarch

 
/ˈeksärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Orthodox Church) a bishop lower in rank than a patriarch and having jurisdiction wider than the metropolitan of a diocese.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a governor of a distant province under the Byzantine emperors.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
exarkhos

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
arkhos

 ‘ruler.’





exarchate

 
/ˈeksärˌkāt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a distant province governed by an exarch under the Byzantine emperors.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
exarchatus

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
exarchus

 , from Greek (see exarch
 ).





exasperate

 
/iɡˈzaspəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
irritate intensely; infuriate




•
 
this futile process exasperates prison officials




•
 (as 
adj.

 
exasperated

 )
 
she grew exasperated with his inability to notice anything.














II.
 
derivatives





exasperatedly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exasperat-

 ‘irritated to anger,’ from the verb 
exasperare

 (based on 
asper

 ‘rough’). / 
usage:

 The verbs 
exasperate

 and 
exacerbate

 are sometimes confused. 
Exasperate

 , the more common of the two, means ‘irritate or annoy to an extreme degree’ (He calls me three times a day asking for money. It's exasperating!). 
Exacerbate

 means ‘increase the bitterness or severity of’ (the star shortstop's loud self-congratulations only exacerbated his teammates’ resentment).





exasperating

 
/iɡˈzaspəˌrādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




intensely irritating; infuriating




•
 
they suffered a number of exasperating setbacks.














II.
 
derivatives





exasperatingly

 
/iɡˈzaspəˌrādiNGlē /






adverb





















exasperation

 
/iɡˌzaspəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




a feeling of intense irritation or annoyance




•
 
she rolled her eyes 
in exasperation

 .



















exc.






abbreviation



1.
 
except.




2.
 
exception.




3.
 
excursion.













Exc.






abbreviation




Excellency.













Excalibur

 
/ekˈskaləbər/






(in Arthurian legend) King Arthur's magic sword.










ex cathedra

 
/ˌeks kəˈTHēdrə/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




with the full authority of office (especially of the pope's infallibility as defined in Roman Catholic doctrine)


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
for an encyclical to be infallible the pope must speak ex cathedra.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, ‘from the (teacher's) chair,’ from 
ex

 ‘from’ and 
cathedra

 ‘seat’ (from Greek 
kathedra

 ).





excavate

 
/ˈekskəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a hole or channel) by digging




•
 
the cheapest way of doing this was to excavate a long trench.










2.
 
dig out material from (the ground)




•
 
the ground was largely excavated by hand.










3.
 
extract (material) from the ground by digging




•
 
a very large amount of gravel would be excavated to form the channel.










4.
 
remove earth carefully and systematically from (an area) in order to find buried remains.




5.
 
reveal or extract (buried remains) by carefully removing earth




•
 
clothing and weapons were excavated from the burial site.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
excavat-

 ‘hollowed out,’ from the verb 
excavare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
cavare

 ‘make or become hollow’ (from 
cavus

 ‘hollow’).





excavation

 
/ˌekskəˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of excavating something, especially an archaeological site




•
 
the methods of excavation have to be extremely rigorous




•
 
students often participate in excavations.










2.
 
a site that is being or has been excavated.













excavator

 
/ˈekskəˌvādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who removes earth carefully and systematically from an archaeological site in order to find buried remains.




2.
 
a large machine for removing soil from the ground, especially on a building site.














exceed

 
/ikˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be greater in number or size than (a quantity, number, or other measurable thing)




•
 
production costs have exceeded $60,000.










2.
 
go beyond what is allowed or stipulated by (a set limit, especially of one's authority)




•
 
the Tribunal's decision clearly exceeds its powers under the statute.










3.
 
be better than; surpass




•
 
catalog sales have exceeded expectations.














II.
 
derivatives





exceedance






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘go over a boundary or specified point’): from Old French 
exceder

 , from Latin 
excedere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





exceeding

 
/ikˈsēdiNG ekˈsēdiNG /

 

‹archaic literary›






I.
 
adjective




very great




•
 
she spoke warmly of his exceeding kindness.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
extremely; exceedingly




•
 
an ale of exceeding poor quality.



















exceedingly

 
/ikˈsēdiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — extremely




•
 
the team played exceedingly well.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 to a great extent




•
 
the supply multiplied exceedingly.




















excel

 
/ikˈsel/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be exceptionally good at or proficient in an activity or subject




•
 
a sturdy youth who excelled at football.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
excellere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, beyond’ + 
celsus

 ‘lofty.’





excellence

 
/ˈeks(ə)ləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being outstanding or extremely good




•
 
the award for excellence in engineering




•
 
a center of academic excellence.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an outstanding feature or quality.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
excellentia

 , from the verb 
excellere

 ‘surpass’ (see excel
 ).





excellency

 
/ˈeksələnsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
His

 , 
Your

 , etc., 
Excellency

 )
 — a title given to certain high officials of state, especially ambassadors, or of the Roman Catholic Church, or used in addressing them




•
 
His Excellency the Indian Consul General.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an outstanding feature or quality.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘excellence’): from Latin 
excellentia

 , from 
excellere

 ‘surpass’ (see excel
 ). The use of the word as a title dates from the mid 16th cent.





excellent

 
/ˈeks(ə)lənt/





I.
 
adjective




extremely good; outstanding




•
 
a 3-bedroom house in excellent condition




•
 
their results are excellent.














II.
 
exclamation




used to indicate approval or pleasure




•
 
“What a lovely idea! Excellent!”

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘excelling, outstanding,’ referring to either a good or bad quality): from Old French, from Latin 
excellent

 ‘being preeminent,’ from 
excellere

 (see excel
 ). The current appreciatory sense dates from the early 17th cent.





excellently

 
/ˈeks(ə)lən(t)lē/






adverb




in an extremely good or outstanding way




•
 
all the actors performed excellently




•
 
the remains were excellently preserved.



















excelsior

 
/ikˈselsēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used in the names of hotels, newspapers, and other products to indicate superior quality




•
 
they stayed at 
the Excelsior

 .










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 softwood shavings used for packing fragile goods or stuffing furniture.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as an exclamation): from Latin, comparative of 
excelsus

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, beyond’ + 
celsus

 ‘lofty.’





Excelsior State






a nickname for the state of New York
 .









excentric

 
/ikˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 not centrally placed or not having its axis or other part placed centrally




•
 
a distinct excentric nucleus.














II.
 
derivatives





excentrically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb






















except

 
/ikˈsept/





I.
 
preposition




not including; other than




•
 
naked 
except for

 my socks




•
 
they work every day except Sunday.














II.
 
conjunction



1.
 
used before a statement that forms an exception to one just made




•
 
I didn't tell him anything, 
except that

 I needed the money




•
 
our berets were the same except mine had a leather band inside.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 unless




•
 
she never offered advice, except it were asked of her.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 specify as not included in a category or group; exclude




•
 
he excepted from his criticism a handful of distinguished writers.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
except-

 ‘taken out,’ from the verb 
excipere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at accept
 .





excepted

 
/ikˈseptəd/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
not included in the category or group specified




•
 
most museums (the Getty excepted) have small acquisitions budgets.



















excepting

 
/ikˈseptiNG/






preposition






‹formal›

 except for; apart from




•
 
excepting some of the dialogue, the book is in every way superior to the movie.



















exception

 
/ikˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that is excluded from a general statement or does not follow a rule




•
 
the drives between towns are a delight, and the journey to Graz is 
no exception






•
 
while he normally shies away from introducing resolutions, he 
made an exception

 in this case.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the exception proves the rule








‹proverb›

 the fact that some cases do not follow a rule proves that the rule applies in all other cases.

[From Latin 
exceptio probat regulam in casibus non exceptis

 ‘The exception confirms the rule in the cases not excepted.’ The exception here is ‘the action of excepting’ not ‘that being excepted.’ By specifically excluding cases where the rule doesn't apply, you make the rule stronger for the cases still governed by it.]









2.
 
take exception to






object strongly to; be offended by




•
 
they took exception to his bohemian demeanor.















3.
 
with the exception of






except; not including.









4.
 
without exception






with no one or nothing excluded.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
exceptio(n-)

 , from 
excipere

 ‘take out’ (see except
 ).





exceptionable

 
/ikˈsepSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 open to objection; causing disapproval or offense




•
 
his drawings are almost the only exceptionable part of his work.

















usage:

 
Exceptionable

 means ‘open to objection’ and is usually found in negative contexts: there was nothing exceptionable in the evidence. It is sometimes confused with the much more common 
exceptional

 , meaning ‘unusual, outstanding.’ Their opposites, 
unexceptionable

 (‘unobjectionable, beyond criticism’) and 
unexceptional

 (‘ordinary’), are also sometimes confused. See also usage at unexceptionable
 .






exceptional

 
/ˌikˈsepSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unusual; not typical




•
 
crimes of exceptional callousness and cruelty.










2.
 
unusually good; outstanding




•
 
a pepper offering exceptional flavor and juiciness.










3.
 


(US)

 (of a child) mentally or physically disabled so as to require special schooling




•
 
helping parents of exceptional children.














II.
 
derivatives





exceptionality

 
/ikˌsepSHəˈnalədē /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at exceptionable
 .





exceptionally

 
/ˌikˈsepSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
to a greater degree than normal; unusually


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the weather was exceptionally mild for the time of the year.










2.
 
only in unusual circumstances




•
 
the court allows half an hour in most cases, one hour exceptionally for a very important case.



















excerpt





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈekˌsərpt /



1.
 
a short extract from a film, broadcast, or piece of music or writing.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈsərpt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (a short extract) from a text




•
 
the notes are excerpted from his forthcoming biography.










2.
 
take an excerpt or excerpts from (a text).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excerptible

 
/ekˈsərptəbəl, ik- /






adjective













2.
 
excerption

 
/ekˈsərpSHən ikˈsərpSHən eɡˈzərpSHən iɡˈzərpSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): from Latin 
excerpt-

 ‘plucked out,’ from the verb 
excerpere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
carpere

 ‘to pluck.’





excess

 
/ikˈses ˈekses/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of something that is more than necessary, permitted, or desirable




•
 
are you suffering from 
an excess of

 stress in your life?










2.
 
the amount by which one quantity or number exceeds another




•
 
the excess of imports over exports rose $1.4 billion.










3.
 
lack of moderation in an activity, especially eating or drinking




•
 
bouts of alcoholic excess.










4.
 
(
excesses

 )
 — outrageous or immoderate behavior




•
 
the worst excesses of the French Revolution.










5.
 
the action of exceeding a permitted limit




•
 
there is no issue as to excess of jurisdiction.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
exceeding a prescribed or desirable amount




•
 
trim any excess fat off the meat.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or to) excess






exceeding the proper amount or degree




•
 
she insisted that he did not drink to excess.















2.
 
in excess of






more than; exceeding




•
 
a top speed in excess of 20 knots.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
excessus

 , from 
excedere

 ‘go out, surpass’ (see exceed
 ).





excess baggage






noun



1.
 
luggage weighing more than the limit allowed on an aircraft and liable to an extra charge.




2.
 
a thing that is surplus to requirements, and therefore unwanted or inconvenient.













excessive

 
/ikˈsesiv/





I.
 
adjective




more than is necessary, normal, or desirable; immoderate




•
 
he was drinking excessive amounts of brandy.














II.
 
derivatives





excessiveness

 
/ikˈsesivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
excessif

 , 
-ive

 , from medieval Latin 
excessivus

 , from Latin 
excedere

 ‘surpass’ (see exceed
 ).





excessively

 
/əkˈsesivlē/






adverb




to a greater degree or in greater amounts than is necessary, normal, or desirable; inordinately




•
 
they don't drink excessively




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
excessively high taxes.



















exch.






abbreviation



1.
 
exchange.




2.
 
exchequer.














exchange

 
/iksˈCHānj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of giving one thing and receiving another (especially of the same type or value) in return




•
 
negotiations should eventually lead to an 
exchange of

 land 
for

 peace




•
 
an exchange of prisoners of war




•
 
opportunities for the exchange of information.










2.
 
a visit or visits in which two people or groups from different countries stay with each other or do each other's jobs


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
nine colleagues were away on an exchange visit to Germany.










3.
 
a short conversation; an argument




•
 
there was a heated exchange.










4.
 
the giving of money for its equivalent in the money of another country.




5.
 
the fee or percentage charged for converting the currency of one country into that of another.




6.
 
a system or market in which commercial transactions involving currency, shares, commodities, etc., can be carried out within or between countries. See also foreign exchange
 .




7.
 
a central office or station of operations providing telephone service




•
 
private branch exchanges to automate internal telephone networks.










8.
 


[Chess]

 a move or short sequence of moves in which both players capture material of comparable value, or particularly in which one captures a rook in return for a knight or bishop (and is said to 
win the exchange

 ).




9.
 
a building or institution used for the trading of a particular commodity or commodities




•
 
the New York Stock Exchange.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give something and receive something of the same kind in return




•
 
we exchanged addresses




•
 
he 
exchanged

 a concerned glance 
with

 Stephen.










2.
 
give or receive one thing in place of another




•
 
we regret that tickets cannot be exchanged




•
 
she 
exchanged

 her suburban housewife look 
for

 leathers and tattoos.














III.
 
phrases





in exchange






as a thing exchanged




•
 
at 8, he was carrying bags of groceries 
in exchange for

 a nickel.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exchangeability

 
/iksˌCHānjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
exchangeable

 
/iksˈCHānjəbəl eksˈCHānjəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
exchanger

 
/iksˈCHānjər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
eschange

 (noun), 
eschangier

 (verb), based on 
changer

 (see change
 ). The spelling was influenced by Latin 
ex-

 ‘out, utterly’ (see ex-
 1
 ).





exchange control

 
/iksˈCHānj eksˈCHānj kənˈtrōl/






noun




a governmental restriction on the movement of currency between countries.













exchange rate






noun




the value of one currency for the purpose of conversion to another.













exchange rate mechanism

 
ERM






an arrangement within the European Monetary System that allows the value of participating currencies to fluctuate to a defined degree in relation to each other so as to control exchange rates. Each currency is given a rate of exchange with the euro, from which it is allowed to fluctuate by no more than a specified amount; if it moves beyond this the government in question must alter its economic policies or reset the currency's rate with the euro.










exchange-traded fund






noun




a type of investment fund that is traded on a stock exchange




•
 
two exchange-traded funds that own biotechnology stocks both fell about 4% this week.



















exchange transfusion






noun






[Medicine]

 the simultaneous removal of a patient's blood and replacement by donated blood, used in treating serious conditions such as hemolytic disease of the newborn.














exchequer

 
/iksˈCHekər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a royal or national treasury.




2.
 
(
Exchequer

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the bank account into which tax receipts and other public monies are paid; the funds of the British government.




3.
 
(
Exchequer

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 the former government office responsible for collecting revenue and making payments on behalf of the sovereign, auditing official accounts, and trying legal cases relating to revenue.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eschequier

 , from medieval Latin 
scaccarium

 ‘chessboard,’ from 
scaccus

 (see check
 1
 ). The original sense was ‘chessboard.’ Current senses derive from the department of state established by the Norman kings of England to deal with the royal revenues, named 
Exchequer

 from the checkered tablecloth on which accounts were kept by means of counters. The spelling was influenced by Latin 
ex-

 ‘out’ (see ex
 1
 ). Compare with chequer.





excimer

 
/ˈeksəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an unstable molecule that is formed in an excited state by the combination of two smaller molecules or atoms and rapidly dissociates with emission of radiation. Such species are utilized in some kinds of lasers.











– origin

 1960s: blend of excited
 and dimer
 .





excipient

 
/ikˈsipēənt/





I.
 
noun




an inactive substance that serves as the vehicle or medium for a drug or other active substance.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘that takes exception’): from Latin 
excipient-

 ‘taking out,’ from the verb 
excipere

 .





excise1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈekˌsīz /
 [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a tax levied on certain goods and commodities produced or sold within a country and on licenses granted for certain activities




•
 
excise taxes on cigarettes.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈsīz /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
excised

 )


1.
 
charge excise on (goods)




•
 
excised goods.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the general sense ‘a tax or toll’): from Middle Dutch 
excijs

 , 
accijs

 , perhaps based on Latin 
accensare

 ‘to tax,’ from 
ad-

 ‘to’ + 
census

 ‘tax’ (see census
 ).





excise2


 
/ikˈsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut out surgically




•
 
the precision with which surgeons can excise brain tumors




•
 (as 
adj.

 
excised

 )
 
excised tissue.










2.
 
remove (a section) from a text or piece of music




•
 
the clauses were 
excised from

 the treaty.














II.
 
derivatives





excision

 
/ikˈsiZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘notch or hollow out’): from Latin 
excis-

 ‘cut out,’ from the verb 
excidere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’





exciseman

 
/ˈeksīzmən/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 an official responsible for collecting excise tax and preventing infringement of the excise laws (especially by smuggling).













excitable

 
/ikˈsīdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
responding rather too readily to something new or stimulating; too easily excited




•
 
Chip could be a bit wayward and excitable.










2.
 
(of tissue or a cell) responsive to stimulation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excitability

 
/ikˌsīdəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
excitably

 
/-əblē /






adverb





















excitant

 
/ikˈsītnt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a substance that elicits an active physiological or behavioral response.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps suggested by French 
excitant

 .






excitation

 
/ˌeksəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 the application of energy to a particle, object, or physical system, in particular




2.
 


[Physics]

 the process in which an atom or other particle adopts a higher energy state when energy is supplied




•
 
thermal excitation.










3.
 


[Physiology]

 the state of enhanced activity or potential activity of a cell, organism, or tissue that results from its stimulation.




4.
 


[Physics]

 the process of applying current to the winding of an electromagnet to produce a magnetic field.




5.
 


[Electronics]

 the process of applying a signal voltage to the control electrode of an electron tube or the base of a transistor.




6.
 
the action or state of exciting or being excited; excitement




•
 
a state of sexual excitation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
excitatio(n-)

 , from 
excitare

 ‘rouse, call forth’ (see excite
 ).





excitative

 
/ikˈsīdədiv/






adjective






‹rare›

 causing excitation.













excitatory

 
/ikˈsīdəˌtôrē/






adjective






[chiefly Physiology]

 characterized by, causing, or constituting excitation




•
 
the excitatory action of these impulses.




















excite

 
/ikˈsīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause strong feelings of enthusiasm and eagerness in (someone)




•
 
flying still excites me




•
 
Gould was excited by these discoveries.










2.
 
arouse (someone) sexually




•
 
his kiss thrilled and excited her.










3.
 
bring out or give rise to (a feeling or reaction)




•
 
the ability to excite interest in others.










4.
 
produce a state of increased energy or activity in (a physical or biological system)




•
 
the energy of an electron is sufficient to excite the atom.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘stir someone up, incite someone to do something’): from Old French 
exciter

 or Latin 
excitare

 , frequentative of 
exciere

 ‘call out or forth.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.






excited

 
/ikˈsīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
very enthusiastic and eager




•
 
they were excited about the prospect




•
 
the excited children.










2.
 
sexually aroused.




3.
 


[Physics]

 of or in an energy state higher than the normal or ground state.













excitedly

 
/ikˈsīdədlē/






adverb




in a very enthusiastic and eager manner




•
 
he talked excitedly about his future marriage plans




•
 
they excitedly waved and blew kisses.



















excitement

 
/ikˈsītmənt/






noun



1.
 
a feeling of great enthusiasm and eagerness




•
 
her cheeks were flushed with excitement




•
 
the excitement of seeing a live leopard.










2.
 
something that arouses enthusiasm and eagerness; an exciting incident




•
 
the excitements of the previous night.










3.
 
sexual arousal.













exciter

 
/ikˈsīdər/






noun




a thing that produces excitation, in particular a device that provides a magnetizing current for the electromagnets in a motor or generator.













exciting

 
/ikˈsīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing great enthusiasm and eagerness




•
 
an exciting breakthrough.










2.
 
sexually arousing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excitingly

 
/ikˈsīdiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
excitingness






noun





















exciton

 
/ˈeksətän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a mobile concentration of energy in a crystal formed by an excited electron and an associated hole.











– origin

 1930s: from excitation
 + -on
 .





excl.






abbreviation



1.
 
exclamation.




2.
 
excluding.




3.
 
exclusive.














exclaim

 
/ikˈsklām/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cry out suddenly, especially in surprise, anger, or pain




•
 
she looked in the mirror, exclaiming in dismay at her appearance




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Well, I never,” she exclaimed.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
exclamer

 or Latin 
exclamare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
clamare

 ‘to shout.’





exclamation

 
/ˌekskləˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a sudden cry or remark, especially expressing surprise, anger, or pain




•
 
Meg gave an involuntary exclamation




•
 
an exclamation of amazement.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exclamatio(n-)

 , from 
exclamare

 ‘shout out’ (see exclaim
 ).





exclamation point

 


‹Brit.›

 exclamation mark






noun




a punctuation mark (!) indicating an exclamation.













exclamatory

 
/ikˈsklaməˌtôrē ekˈsklaməˌtôrē/






adjective




of or relating to a sudden cry or remark, especially one expressing surprise, anger, or pain.













exclave

 
/ˈeksklāv/





I.
 
noun




a portion of territory of one state completely surrounded by territory of another or others, as viewed by the home territory.

Compare with enclave
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ex-
 1
 ‘out’ + a shortened form of enclave
 .





exclosure

 
/ikˈsklōZHər/





I.
 
noun






[Forestry]

 an area from which unwanted animals are excluded.











– origin

 1920s: from ex-
 1
 ‘out’ + closure
 , on the pattern of 
enclosure

 .






exclude

 
/ikˈsklo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deny (someone) access to or bar (someone) from a place, group, or privilege




•
 
women had been 
excluded from

 many scientific societies.










2.
 
keep (something) out of a place




•
 
apply flux to exclude oxygen.










3.
 
remove from consideration; rule out




•
 
computer software is excluded from the mandatory 15-year write-off.










4.
 
prevent the occurrence of; preclude




•
 
clauses seeking to exclude liability for loss or damage.














II.
 
phrases





law (or principle) of the excluded middle








[Logic]

 the principle that one (and one only) of two contradictory propositions must be true.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excludable






adjective













2.
 
excluder






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
excludere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’





excluding

 
/ikˈsklo͞odiNG/






preposition




not taking someone or something into account; apart from; except




•
 
you have eight more days, excluding Sundays.



















exclusion

 
/ikˈsklo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or state of excluding or being excluded




•
 
drug users are subject to exclusion from the military.










2.
 
an item or risk specifically not covered by an insurance policy or other contract




•
 
exclusions can be added to your policy.














II.
 
phrases





to the exclusion of






so as to exclude something specified




•
 
don't revise a few topics to the exclusion of all others.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exclusio(n-)

 , from 
excludere

 ‘shut out’ (see exclude
 ).





exclusionary

 
/ikˈsklo͞oZHəˌnerē/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or characterized by the exclusion of something, especially from a contract or group




•
 
exclusionary membership policies




•
 
there should be no exclusionary language.










2.
 
relating to an item or eventuality specifically not covered by an insurance policy or other contract




•
 
an exclusionary rule barring liability of the police for negligence.



















exclusionary rule

 
/ikˈsklo͞oZHəˌnerē ˌro͞ol/






noun






(US)

 
[Law]

 a law that prohibits the use of illegally obtained evidence in a criminal trial.













exclusion clause






noun




(in a contract) a clause disclaiming liability for a particular risk.













exclusionist

 
/ikˈsklo͞oZHənəst/





I.
 
adjective




acting to shut out or bar someone from a place, group, or privilege




•
 
an exclusionist foreign policy.














II.
 
noun




a person favoring the exclusion of someone from a place, group, or privilege.













exclusion principle

 
Pauli exclusion principle






noun




see Pauli, Wolfgang
 .













exclusion zone






noun




an area into which entry is forbidden, especially by ships or aircraft of particular nationalities.













exclusive

 
/ikˈsklo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
excluding or not admitting other things




•
 
my exclusive focus is on San Antonio issues.










2.
 
unable to exist or be true if something else exists or is true




•
 
these approaches are not exclusive; many students will combine them




•
 


mutually exclusive

 political views.










3.
 
(of terms) excluding all but what is specified.




4.
 
restricted or limited to the person, group, or area concerned




•
 
the couple had exclusive possession of the condo




•
 
the jaguar and puma are 
exclusive to

 the New World.










5.
 
(of an item or story) not published or broadcast elsewhere




•
 
an exclusive interview.










6.
 
(of a commodity) not obtainable elsewhere




•
 
exclusive designer jewelry.










7.
 
catering or available to only a few, select people; high class and expensive




•
 
an exclusive Georgetown neighborhood.










8.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
exclusive of

 )
 — not including; excepting




•
 
prices are exclusive of tax and delivery.














II.
 
noun




an item or story published or broadcast by only one source.








III.
 
derivatives





exclusiveness

 
/ikˈsklo͞osivnis ikˈsklo͞ozivnis ekˈsklo͞osivnis ekˈsklo͞ozivnis /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun denoting something that excludes or causes exclusion): from medieval Latin 
exclusivus

 , from Latin 
excludere

 ‘shut out’ (see exclude
 ).





Exclusive Brethren






plural noun




the more rigorous of two principal divisions of the Plymouth Brethren (the other being the Open Brethren). The Exclusive Brethren restrict their contact with outsiders and with modern technology.













exclusive economic zone






noun




an area of coastal water and seabed within a certain distance of a country's coastline, to which the country claims exclusive rights for fishing, drilling, and other economic activities.













exclusively

 
/ikˈsklo͞osəvlē/






adverb




to the exclusion of others; only; solely




•
 
paints produced exclusively for independent retailers




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
exclusively female concerns.




















exclusive OR






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a Boolean operator working on two variables that has the value of one if one but not both of the variables has a value of one.

Also called XOR
 .




2.
 
(also 
exclusive OR gate

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a circuit that produces an output signal when a signal is received through one and only one of its two inputs.













exclusivism

 
/ikˈsklo͞osəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun




the action or policy of excluding a person or group from a place, group, or privilege.








II.
 
derivatives





exclusivist

 
/ikˈsklo͞osəvəst /






adjective, noun





















exclusivity

 
/ˌeksklo͞oˈsivədē/






noun



1.
 
the practice of excluding or not admitting other things




•
 
these banks maintain their exclusivity by setting minimum entry standards




•
 
the event was criticized for its gender exclusivity.










2.
 
the inability to exist or be true if something else exists or is true




•
 
those that maintain exclusivity of religion—that is, one particular religion is the only true religion.










3.
 
restriction to a particular person, group, or area




•
 
those inside the circle cultivate an air of exclusivity




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
we have exclusivity agreements with companies.










4.
 
the fact of an item or story not being published or broadcast elsewhere




•
 
there is no sense in us sharing coverage, and we would insist on exclusivity




•
 
agents and publishers can demand exclusivity.










5.
 
the state of catering for or being affordable by only a few, select customers




•
 
the hotel's emphasis is on exclusivity and luxury.



















excogitate

 
/eksˈkäjəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 think out, plan, or devise




•
 
scholars straining to excogitate upon subjects of which they know little.














II.
 
derivatives





excogitation

 
/eksˌkäjəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
excogitat-

 ‘found by process of thought,’ from the verb 
excogitare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
cogitare

 ‘think.’





excommunicate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌekskəˈmyo͞onəˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially exclude (someone) from participation in the sacraments and services of the Christian Church.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌekskəˈmyo͞onikət /



1.
 
excommunicated




•
 
all violators were to be pronounced excommunicate.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌekskəˈmyo͞onikət /



1.
 
an excommunicated person.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excommunicative

 
/ˌekskəˈmyo͞onəˌkādiv /






adjective













2.
 
excommunicator

 
/ˌekskəˈmyo͞onəˌkādər /






noun













3.
 
excommunicatory

 
/ˌekskəˈmyo͞onəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
excommunicat-

 ‘excluded from communication with the faithful,’ from the verb 
excommunicare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + Latin 
communis

 ‘common to all,’ on the pattern of Latin 
communicare

 (see communicate
 ).





excommunication

 
/ˌekskəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of officially excluding someone from participation in the sacraments and services of the Christian Church




•
 
he appealed against the papal sentence of excommunication.



















ex-con

 
/ˈˌeks ˈkän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an ex-convict; a former inmate of a prison.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





excoriate

 
/ikˈskôrēˌāt ekˈskôrēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 censure or criticize severely




•
 
the papers that had been excoriating him were now lauding him.










2.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 damage or remove part of the surface of (the skin).








II.
 
derivatives





excoriation

 
/ikˌskôrēˈāSH(ə)n ekˌskôrēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
excoriat-

 ‘skinned,’ from the verb 
excoriare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
corium

 ‘skin, hide.’





excrement

 
/ˈekskrəmənt/





I.
 
noun




waste matter discharged from the bowels; feces.








II.
 
derivatives





excremental

 
/ˌekskrəˈmen(t)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
excrément

 or Latin 
excrementum

 , from 
excernere

 ‘to sift out’ (see excrete
 ).





excrescence

 
/ˌikˈskresəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinct outgrowth on a human or animal body or on a plant, especially one that is the result of disease or abnormality.




2.
 
an unattractive or superfluous addition or feature




•
 
removing the excrescences of later interpretation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
excrescentia

 , from 
excrescere

 ‘grow out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
crescere

 ‘grow.’





excrescent

 
/ˌikˈskres(ə)nt/






adjective



1.
 
forming or constituting an excrescence.




2.
 
(of a speech sound) added without etymological justification (e.g., the 
-t

 at the end of the surname 
Bryant

 ).













excreta

 
/ikˈskrēdə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
waste matter discharged from the body, especially feces and urine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘things sifted out,’ neuter plural of 
excretus

 , past participle of 
excernere

 (see excrete
 ).






excrete

 
/ikˈskrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a living organism or cell) separate and expel as waste (a substance, especially a product of metabolism)




•
 
excess bicarbonate is excreted by the kidney




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the butterfly pupa neither feeds nor excretes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excreter






noun













2.
 
excretive

 
/ikˈskrēdiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cause to excrete’): from Latin 
excret-

 ‘sifted out,’ from the verb 
excernere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
cernere

 ‘sift.’





excretion

 
/ikˈskrēSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in living organisms and cells) the process of eliminating or expelling waste matter.




2.
 
a product of excretion




•
 
bodily excretions.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
excrétion

 or Latin 
excretio(n-)

 , from 
excernere

 ‘sift out’ (see excrete
 ).





excretory

 
/ˈekskrəˌtôrē/






adjective




of, relating to, or concerned with excretion




•
 
the excretory organs.



















excruciate

 
/ikˈskro͞oSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 torment (someone) physically or mentally




•
 
I stand back, excruciated by the possibility.














II.
 
derivatives





excruciation

 
/ikˌskro͞oSHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
excruciat-

 ‘tormented,’ from the verb 
excruciare

 (based on 
crux

 , 
cruc-

 ‘a cross’).





excruciating

 
/ikˈskro͞oSHēˌādiNG/






adjective



1.
 
intensely painful




•
 
excruciating back pain.










2.
 
mentally agonizing; very embarrassing, awkward, or tedious




•
 
excruciating boredom.



















excruciatingly

 
/ikˈskro͞oSHēˌādiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
to an intensely painful degree




•
 
it stings excruciatingly.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — used to emphasize how embarrassing, awkward, or tedious something is




•
 
the day passed excruciatingly slowly




•
 
I was excruciatingly shy at that age.



















exculpate

 
/ˈekskəlˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 show or declare that (someone) is not guilty of wrongdoing




•
 
the article exculpated the mayor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exculpation

 
/ˌekskəlˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
exculpatory

 
/ˌeksˈkəlpəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
exculpat-

 ‘freed from blame,’ from the verb 
exculpare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + Latin 
culpa

 ‘blame.’






excurrent

 
/ekˈskərənt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 (of a vessel or opening) conveying fluid outward.

The opposite of incurrent
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
excurrent-

 ‘running out,’ from the verb 
excurrere

 .





excursion

 
/ikˈskərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short journey or trip, especially one engaged in as a leisure activity




•
 
an excursion to Mount Etna




•
 


‹figurative›

 an 
excursion into

 theology.










2.
 


‹technical›

 an instance of the movement of something along a path or through an angle.




3.
 
a deviation from a regular pattern, path, or level of operation.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a digression.




5.
 
a military sortie (see
 — 

‹archaic›

 alarum
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





excursionist

 
/ikˈskərZH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘act of running out,’ also meaning ‘sortie’ in the phrase 
alarums and excursions

 (see alarum
 )): from Latin 
excursio(n-)

 , from the verb 
excurrere

 ‘run out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
currere

 ‘to run.’





excursive

 
/ikˈskərsiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of the nature of an excursion; ranging widely; digressive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
excursively






adverb













2.
 
excursiveness

 
/ikˈskərsivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
excurs-

 ‘digressed, run out’ (from the verb 
excurrere

 ) + -ive
 , perhaps influenced by 
discursive

 .





excursus

 
/ekˈskərsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a detailed discussion of a particular point in a book, usually in an appendix.




2.
 
a digression in a written text.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘excursion,’ from 
excurrere

 ‘run out.’





excusable

 
/ikˈskyo͞ozəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be justified or forgiven; forgivable




•
 
the error is excusable.














II.
 
derivatives





excusably

 
/ikˈskyo͞ozəblē /






adverb





















excusal

 
/ikˈskyo͞ozəl/





I.
 
noun




(typically in legal contexts) the action or fact of excusing or being excused




•
 
he harbored views that would prevent or substantially impair the performance of his duties so as to support his excusal for cause.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
excuse

 (verb) + 
-al

 .






excuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈskyo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to lessen the blame attaching to (a fault or offense); seek to defend or justify




•
 
he did nothing to hide or excuse Jacob's cruelty.










2.
 
forgive (someone) for a fault or offense




•
 
you must excuse my sister




•
 
he 
could be excused for

 feeling that he was born at the wrong time.










3.
 
overlook or forgive (a fault or offense)




•
 
sit down—excuse the mess.










4.
 
(of a fact or circumstance) serve in mitigation of (a person or act)




•
 
his ability excuses most of his faults.










5.
 
release (someone) from a duty or requirement




•
 
it will not be possible to 
excuse

 you 
from

 jury duty.










6.
 
(used in polite formulas) allow (someone) to leave a room or gathering




•
 
now, if you'll excuse us, we have to be getting along.










7.
 
(
excuse oneself

 )
 — say politely that one is leaving.




8.
 
(
be excused

 )
 — (used especially by school pupils) be allowed to leave the room, especially to go to the bathroom




•
 
please, can I be excused?














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ikˈskyo͞os /



1.
 
a reason or explanation put forward to defend or justify a fault or offense




•
 
there can be no possible 
excuse for

 any further delay




•
 
no one will have the 
excuse that

 they didn’t know.










2.
 
a reason put forward to conceal the real reason for an action; a pretext




•
 
they use their hunting as an excuse to get away from the womenfolk.










3.
 
(
an excuse for

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a poor or inadequate example of




•
 
that pathetic excuse for a man!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
excuse me





a.
 
said politely in various contexts, for example when attempting to get someone's attention, asking someone to move so that one may pass, or interrupting or disagreeing with a speaker.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 said when asking someone to repeat what they have just said.









2.
 
make one's excuses






say politely that one is leaving or cannot be present.












IV.
 
derivatives





excusatory

 
/ikˈskyo͞ozəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
escuser

 (verb), from Latin 
excusare

 ‘to free from blame,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
causa

 ‘accusation, cause.’





ex div.






abbreviation




ex dividend.













ex dividend

 
/ˌeks ˈdivədənd/






adjective, adverb




(of stocks or shares) not including the next dividend.













exec

 
/iɡˈzek/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an executive




•
 
top execs.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





execrable

 
/ˈeksəkrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




extremely bad or unpleasant




•
 
execrable cheap wine.














II.
 
derivatives





execrably

 
/ˈeksəkrəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘expressing or involving a curse’): via Old French from Latin 
execrabilis

 , from 
exsecrari

 ‘to curse’ (see execrate
 ).






execrate

 
/ˈeksəˌkrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express great loathing for




•
 
they were execrated as dangerous and corrupt.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 curse; swear.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
execration

 
/ˌeksəˈkrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
execrative

 
/ˈeksəˌkrādiv /






adjective













3.
 
execratory

 
/-krəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exsecrat-

 ‘cursed,’ from the verb 
exsecrari

 , based on 
sacrare

 ‘dedicate’ (from 
sacer

 ‘sacred’).





executable

 
/ˈeksəˌkyo͞odəb(ə)l /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
adjective




(of a file or program) able to be run by a computer.








II.
 
noun




an executable file or program.













executant

 
/iɡˈzekyədənt /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who carries something into effect




•
 
executants of the publisher's will.










2.
 
a person who performs music or makes a work of art or craft.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the performance of music or the making of works of art or craft




•
 
music is both an art and an executant skill.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
exécutant

 ‘carrying out,’ present participle of 
exécuter

 (see execute
 ).






execute

 
/ˈeksəˌkyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out or put into effect (a plan, order, or course of action)




•
 
the corporation executed a series of financial deals.










2.
 
produce (a work of art)




•
 
not only does she execute embroideries, she designs them, too.










3.
 
perform (an activity or maneuver requiring care or skill)




•
 
they had to execute their dance steps with the greatest precision.










4.
 


[Law]

 make (a legal instrument) valid by signing or sealing it.




5.
 


[Law]

 carry out (a judicial sentence, the terms of a will, or other order)




•
 
police executed a search warrant.










6.
 


[Computing]

 carry out an instruction or program.




7.
 
carry out a sentence of death on (a legally condemned person)




•
 
he was convicted of treason and executed.










8.
 
kill (someone) as a political act.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
executer

 , from medieval Latin 
executare

 , from Latin 
exsequi

 ‘follow up, carry out, punish,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





execution

 
/ˌeksəˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the carrying out or putting into effect of a plan, order, or course of action




•
 
he was fascinated by the entire operation and its execution.










2.
 
the technique or style with which an artistic work is produced or carried out




•
 
the opera's creative execution.










3.
 


[Law]

 the putting into effect of a legal instrument or order.




4.
 


[Law]

 seizure of the property or person of a debtor in default of payment.




5.
 


[Law]

 short for writ of execution
 .




6.
 


[Computing]

 the performance of an instruction or program.




7.
 
the carrying out of a sentence of death on a condemned person




•
 
the execution of juveniles is prohibited by international law




•
 
the place of execution




•
 
executions of convicted murderers.










8.
 
the killing of someone as a political act.













executioner

 
/ˌeksəˈkyo͞oSH(ə)nər/






noun




an official who carries out a sentence of death on a legally condemned person.














executive

 
/iɡˈzekyədiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having the power to put plans, actions, or laws into effect




•
 
an executive chairman




•
 
executive authority.










2.
 
relating to managing an organization or political administration and putting into effect plans, policies, or laws




•
 
the executive branch of government




•
 
the state has various executive functions.







Often contrasted with legislative
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with senior managerial responsibility in a business organization.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — suitable or appropriate for a senior business executive




•
 
the executive suite




•
 
an executive jet.










3.
 
an executive committee or other body within an organization




•
 
the union executive.










4.
 
(
the executive

 )
 — the person or branch of a government responsible for putting policies or laws into effect.








III.
 
derivatives





executively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from medieval Latin 
executivus

 , from 
exsequi

 ‘carry out’ (see execute
 ).





executive agreement






noun




an international agreement, usu. regarding routine administrative matters not warranting a formal treaty, made by the executive branch of the US government without ratification by the Senate.













executive federalism






noun






(Canadian)

 the practice of establishing constitutional, social, and economic policy in meetings between federal and provincial executives




•
 
the premier was a critic of executive federalism and opposed meetings where decisions were made by political and bureaucratic elites.



















executive officer

 
/iɡˈzekyədiv eɡˈzekyədiv ˈôfəsər ˈäfəsər/






noun



1.
 
an officer with executive power.




2.
 
(in naval vessels and some other military contexts) the officer who is second in command to the captain or commanding officer.













executive order






noun






(US)

 
[Law]

 a rule or order issued by the president to an executive branch of the government and having the force of law.













executive privilege






noun




the privilege, claimed by the president for the executive branch of the US government, of withholding information in the public interest.













executive secretary






noun




a secretary with administrative responsibilities, especially one managing the business affairs and activities of an executive or an organization.













executive session

 
/iɡˈzekyədiv eɡˈzekyədiv ˈseSHən/






noun






(US)

 a meeting, especially a private one, of a legislative body for executive business.














executor





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/iɡˈzekyədər /

 — 

[Law]

 a person or institution appointed by a testator to carry out the terms of their will.




2.
 

/iɡˈzekyədər ˈeksəˌkyo͞odər /

 — a person who produces something or puts something into effect




•
 
the makers and executors of policy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
executorial

 
/iɡˌzekyəˈtôrēəl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›















2.
 
executorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun













3.
 
executory

 
/iɡˈzekyəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from Latin 
execut-

 ‘carried out,’ from 
exsequi

 (see execute
 ).





executrix

 
/iɡˈzekyəˌtriks/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a female executor of a will.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin, from Latin 
executor

 (see executor
 ).





exedra

 
/ˈeksədrə ikˈsēdrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a room, portico, or arcade with a bench or seats where people may converse, especially in ancient Roman and Greek houses and gymnasia, typically semicircular in plan.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 an outdoor recess containing a seat.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
hedra

 ‘seat.’






exegesis

 
/ˌeksəˈjēsis/





I.
 
noun




critical explanation or interpretation of a text, especially of scripture




•
 
the task of biblical exegesis




•
 
a close exegesis of the plot.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exegetic

 
/-ˈjetik /






adjective













2.
 
exegetical

 
/ˌeksəˈjedək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
exēgēsis

 , from 
exēgeisthai

 ‘interpret,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
hēgeisthai

 ‘to guide, lead.’





exegete

 
/ˈeksəˌjēt/





I.
 
noun




an expounder or textual interpreter, especially of scripture.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expound or interpret (a text, especially scripture)




•
 
I am able to exegete the scriptures in ways that make sense.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
exēgētēs

 , from 
exēgeisthai

 ‘interpret.’





exemplar

 
/iɡˈzemplər iɡˈzemplär/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing serving as a typical example or excellent model




•
 
he became the leading exemplar of conservative philosophy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
exemplaire

 , from late Latin 
exemplarium

 , from Latin 
exemplum

 ‘sample, imitation’ (see example
 ).





exemplary

 
/iɡˈzemplərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as a desirable model; representing the best of its kind




•
 
an award for exemplary community service.










2.
 
(of a punishment) serving as a warning or deterrent




•
 
exemplary sentencing may discourage the ultraviolent minority.










3.
 


[Law]

 (of damages) exceeding the amount needed for simple compensation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exemplarily

 
/iɡˈzemplərəlē eɡzemˈplerəlē /






adverb













2.
 
exemplariness

 
/iɡˈzemplərēnəs /






noun













3.
 
exemplarity

 
/ˌeɡzemˈplaritē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
exemplaris

 , from Latin 
exemplum

 ‘sample, imitation’ (see example
 ).





exemplify

 
/iɡˈzempləˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a typical example of




•
 
rock bands that best exemplify the spirit of the age.










2.
 
give an example of; illustrate by giving an example.




3.
 


[Law]

 make an attested copy of (a document) under an official seal.








II.
 
derivatives





exemplification

 
/iɡˌzempləfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘illustrate by examples’): from medieval Latin 
exemplificare

 , from Latin 
exemplum

 ‘sample’ (see example
 ).





exemplum

 
/iɡˈzempləm/





I.
 
noun




an example or model, especially a moralizing or illustrative story.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘example.’





exempt

 
/iɡˈzem(p)t/





I.
 
adjective




free from an obligation or liability imposed on others




•
 
these patients are 
exempt from

 all charges




•
 
they are not 
exempt from

 criticism.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free (a person or organization) from an obligation or liability imposed on others




•
 
they were 
exempted from

 paying the tax.














III.
 
noun




a person who is exempt from something, especially the payment of tax.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exemptus

 ‘taken out, freed,’ past participle of 
eximere

 .





exemption

 
/iɡˈzem(p)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of freeing or state of being free from an obligation or liability imposed on others




•
 


exemption from

 prescription charges




•
 
regulatory exemptions.










2.
 
(also 
personal exemption

 )
 — the process of exempting a person from paying taxes on a specified amount of income for themselves and their dependents.




3.
 


(US)

 an item or amount exempted




•
 
a series of exemptions from the partnership tax rules.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
exemptio(n-)

 , from 
eximere

 ‘take out, free.’





exenteration

 
/iɡˌzen(t)əˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




complete surgical removal of a body organ, especially the eyeball and other contents of the eye socket, usually in cases of malignant cancer.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘disembowelment’): from Latin 
exenterat-

 ‘removed,’ from the verb 
exenterare

 (suggested by Greek 
exenterizein

 ), from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
enteron

 ‘intestine.’





exequatur

 
/ˌeksəˈkwādər/





I.
 
noun




an official recognition by a government of a consul, agent, or other representative of a foreign state, authorizing them to exercise the duties of office.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘let him or her perform.’





exequy

 
/ˈeksikwē/





I.
 
noun

 — (
exequies

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 funeral rites; obsequies




•
 
he attended the exequies for the dead pope.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
exsequias

 , accusative of 
exsequiae

 ‘funeral ceremonies,’ from 
exsequi

 ‘follow after.’






exercise

 
/ˈeksərˌsīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
activity requiring physical effort, carried out especially to sustain or improve health and fitness




•
 
exercise improves your heart and lung power




•
 
loosening-up exercises.










2.
 
a task or activity done to practice or test a skill




•
 
there are exercises at the end of each chapter to check comprehension.










3.
 
a process or activity carried out for a specific purpose, especially one concerned with a specified area or skill




•
 
an 
exercise in

 public relations.










4.
 
(often 
exercises

 )
 — a military drill or training maneuver.




5.
 
(
exercises

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 ceremonies




•
 
graduation exercises.










6.
 
the use or application of a faculty, right, or process




•
 
the free exercise of religion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use or apply (a faculty, right, or process)




•
 
control is exercised by the Board




•
 
anyone receiving a suspect package should exercise extreme caution.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in physical activity to sustain or improve health and fitness; take exercise




•
 
she still exercised every day.










3.
 
exert (part of the body) to promote or improve muscular strength




•
 
raise your knee to exercise the upper leg and hip muscles.










4.
 
cause (an animal) to engage in exercise




•
 
she exercised her dogs before breakfast.










5.
 
occupy the thoughts of; worry or perplex




•
 
the knowledge that a larger margin was possible still exercised him.














III.
 
derivatives





exercisable

 
/ˈeksərˌsīzəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘application of a faculty, right, or process’): via Old French from Latin 
exercitium

 , from 
exercere

 ‘keep busy, practice,’ from 
ex-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
arcere

 ‘keep in or away.’






exercise ball






noun




a lightweight, inflated plastic ball with a diameter of 18–36 inches (45–91 cm), used in various fitness and physiotherapeutic exercises.

Also called stability ball
 .













exercise bike

 
/ˈeksərˌsīz bīk /

 
exercise bicycle






noun




a piece of exercise equipment having handlebars, pedals, and a saddle like a bicycle, on which the user replicates the movements of bicycling.













exercise book

 
/ˈeksərˌsīz ˌbo͝ok/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a book containing printed exercises for the use of students.













exercise price






noun






[Stock Market]

 the price per share at which the owner of a traded option is entitled to buy or sell the underlying security.













exerciser

 
/ˈeksərˌsīzər/






noun



1.
 
a person who exercises.




2.
 
an apparatus used to exercise.













exercise yard






noun




an enclosed outdoor area used for physical exercise in a prison.













Exercycle

 
/ˈeksərˌsīk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an exercise bike.











– origin

 1930s: blend of exercise
 and bicycle
 .






exergonic

 
/ˌeksərˈɡänik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 (of a metabolic or chemical process) accompanied by the release of energy.

The opposite of endergonic
 .











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from ex-
 2
 ‘out of’ + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + -ic
 .





exergue

 
/ekˈsərɡ eɡˈzərɡ ˈeksərɡ ˈeɡzərɡ/





I.
 
noun




a small space or inscription below the principal emblem on a coin or medal, usually on the reverse side.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
exergum

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ (probably as a rendering of French 
hors d'oeuvre

 ‘something lying outside the work’).






exert

 
/iɡˈzərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply or bring to bear (a force, influence, or quality)




•
 
the moon 
exerts

 a force 
on

 the Earth




•
 


exerting

 influence 
over

 the next generation.










2.
 
(
exert oneself

 )
 — make a physical or mental effort




•
 
he needs to exert himself to try to find an answer.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘perform, practice’): from Latin 
exserere

 ‘put forth,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
serere

 ‘bind.’





exertion

 
/iɡˈzərSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
physical or mental effort




•
 
she was panting with the exertion




•
 
a well-earned rest after their mental exertions.










2.
 
the application of a force, influence, or quality




•
 
the exertion of authority.



















Exeter1


 
/ˈeksədər/






a city in southwestern England, the county town of Devon, on the Exe River; pop. 109,200 (est. 2009). Exeter was founded by the Romans, who called it Isca.









Exeter2


 
/ˈeksədər/






a historic town in southeastern New Hampshire, home to Phillips Exeter Academy; pop. 14,762 (est. 2008).










exeunt

 
/ˈeksēˌənt ˈeksēˌo͝ont/





I.
 
verb




used as a stage direction in a printed play to indicate that a group of characters leave the stage




•
 
exeunt Hamlet and Polonius.







See also exit
 .








II.
 
phrases





exeunt omnes

 
/ˌeksēˌənt ˈämnāz /






used as a stage direction to indicate that all the actors leave the stage.















– origin

 late 15th cent.: Latin, literally ‘they go out.’





exfiltrate

 
/eksˈfiltrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw (troops or spies) surreptitiously, especially from a dangerous position.








II.
 
derivatives





exfiltration

 
/ˌeksfilˈtrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1980s (earlier (late 19th cent.) as 
exfiltration

 ): perhaps suggested by the pair 
infiltration

 , 
infiltrate

 .





exfoliant

 
/eksˈfōlēənt/





I.
 
noun




a cosmetic product designed to remove dead cells from the surface of the skin.











– origin

 1980s: from exfoliate
 + -ant
 .






exfoliate

 
/eksˈfōlēāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a material) come apart or be shed from a surface in scales or layers




•
 
the bark exfoliates in papery flakes.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to do this




•
 
salt solutions exfoliate rocks on evaporating.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wash or rub (a part of the body) with a granular substance to remove dead cells from the surface of the skin




•
 
exfoliate your legs to get rid of dead skin.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shed (material) in scales or layers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exfoliation

 
/eksˌfōlēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
exfoliative

 
/-ˌātiv /






adjective













3.
 
exfoliator

 
/eksˈfōlēātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
exfoliat-

 ‘stripped of leaves,’ from the verb 
exfoliare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





ex gratia

 
/eks ˈɡrāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially with reference to the paying of money) done from a sense of moral obligation rather than because of any legal requirement


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an ex gratia payment.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘from favor,’ from 
ex

 ‘from’ and 
gratia

 (see grace
 ).





exhalation

 
/ˌeks(h)əˈlāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the process or action of exhaling.




2.
 
an expiration of air from the lungs




•
 
he let his breath out in a long exhalation of relief.










3.
 
an amount of vapor or fumes given off.













exhale

 
/eksˈhāl ˈeksˌhāl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
breathe out in a deliberate manner


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she sat back and exhaled deeply




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he exhaled the smoke toward the ceiling.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give off (vapor or fumes)




•
 
the jungle exhaled mists of early morning.














II.
 
derivatives





exhalable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be given off as vapor’): from Old French 
exhaler

 , from Latin 
exhalare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
halare

 ‘breathe.’






exhaust

 
/iɡˈzôst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drain (someone) of their physical or mental resources; tire out




•
 
her day trip had exhausted her.










2.
 
use up (resources or reserves) completely




•
 
the country has exhausted its treasury reserves.










3.
 
expound on, write about, or explore (a subject or options) so fully that there is nothing further to be said or discovered




•
 
she seemed to have exhausted all permissible topics of conversation.










4.
 
expel (gas or steam) from or into a particular place.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
waste gases or air expelled from an engine, turbine, or other machine in the course of its operation




•
 
buses spewing out black clouds of exhaust




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
exhaust fumes.










2.
 
the system through which waste gases are expelled


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an exhaust pipe.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exhauster

 
/iɡˈzôstər /






noun













2.
 
exhaustibility

 
/iɡˌzôstəˈbilədē /






noun













3.
 
exhaustible

 
/iɡˈzôstəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘draw off or out’): from Latin 
exhaust-

 ‘drained out,’ from the verb 
exhaurire

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
haurire

 ‘draw (water), drain.’





exhausted

 
/iɡˈzôstəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
drained of one's physical or mental resources; very tired




•
 
I was cold and exhausted




•
 
she returned home, 
exhausted from

 her day in the city.










2.
 
(of resources or reserves) completely used up




•
 
Karl spat, his patience suddenly exhausted.














II.
 
derivatives





exhaustedly






adverb





















exhausting

 
/iɡˈzôstiNG/





I.
 
adjective




making one feel very tired; very tiring




•
 
a long and exhausting journey.














II.
 
derivatives





exhaustingly






adverb





















exhaustion

 
/iɡˈzôsCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of extreme physical or mental fatigue




•
 
he was pale with exhaustion.










2.
 
the action or state of using something up or of being used up completely




•
 
the rapid exhaustion of fossil fuel reserves.










3.
 


[Logic]

 the process of establishing a conclusion by eliminating all the alternatives.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
exhaustio(n-)

 , from Latin 
exhaurire

 ‘drain out’ (see exhaust
 ).





exhaustive

 
/iɡˈzôstiv/





I.
 
adjective




examining, including, or considering all elements or aspects; fully comprehensive




•
 
she has undergone exhaustive tests since becoming ill.














II.
 
derivatives





exhaustiveness

 
/iɡˈzôstivnəs /






noun





















exhaustively

 
/iɡˈzôstəvlē/






adverb




in a way that includes or considers all elements or aspects; comprehensively




•
 
the book is a scholarly study, exhaustively researched.



















exhaust trail






noun




another term for contrail
 .














exhibit

 
/iɡˈzibət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly display (a work of art or item of interest) in an art gallery or museum or at a trade fair




•
 
only one sculpture was exhibited in the artist's lifetime.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an artist) display one's work to the public in an art gallery or museum




•
 
she was invited to exhibit at several French museums.










3.
 
(usu. 
be exhibited

 )
 — publicly display the work of (an artist) in an art gallery or museum




•
 
no foreign painters were exhibited.










4.
 
manifest or deliberately display (a quality or a type of behavior)




•
 
he could exhibit a saintlike submissiveness.










5.
 
show as a sign or symptom




•
 
patients with alcoholic liver disease exhibit many biochemical abnormalities.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an object or collection of objects on public display in an art gallery or museum or at a trade fair




•
 
the museum is rich in exhibits.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an exhibition




•
 
people flocked to the exhibit in record-breaking numbers.










3.
 


[Law]

 a document or other object produced in a court as evidence.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘submit for consideration,’ also specifically ‘present a document as evidence in court’): from Latin 
exhibit-

 ‘held out,’ from the verb 
exhibere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
habere

 ‘hold.’





exhibition

 
/ˌeksəˈbiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public display of works of art or other items of interest, held in an art gallery or museum or at a trade fair




•
 
an exhibition of French sculpture




•
 
he never lent his treasures out for exhibition.










2.
 
a display or demonstration of a particular skill




•
 
fields that have been plowed with a supreme exhibition of the farm worker's skills




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
exhibition games.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an ostentatious or insincere display of a particular quality or emotion




•
 
a false but convincing exhibition of concern for smaller nations.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — (in sports) a game whose outcome does not affect a team's standing, typically one played before the start of a regular season




•
 
an exhibition game.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 a scholarship awarded to a student at a school or college, usually after a competitive examination.








II.
 
phrases





make an exhibition of oneself






behave in a conspicuously foolish way in public.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘maintenance, support’; hence 
sense

 4, mid 17th cent.): via Old French from late Latin 
exhibitio(n-)

 , from Latin 
exhibere

 ‘hold out’ (see exhibit
 ).





exhibitioner

 
/ˌeksəˈbiSH(ə)nər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a student who has been awarded an exhibition (scholarship).













exhibitionism

 
/ˌeksəˈbiSHəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
extravagant behavior that is intended to attract attention to oneself.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a mental condition characterized by the compulsion to display one's genitals in public.













exhibitionist





I.
 
noun




a person who behaves in an extravagant way in order to attract attention




•
 
I am something of an exhibitionist.














II.
 
adjective




behaving extravagantly in order to attract attention.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exhibitionistic

 
/-ˌbiSHəˈnistik /






adjective













2.
 
exhibitionistically

 
/-ˌbiSHəˈnistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















exhibitor

 
/iɡˈzibədər/






noun




a person who displays works of art or other items of interest at an exhibition.













exhilarate

 
/iɡˈziləˌrāt/





I.
 
verb




make (someone) feel very happy, animated, or elated




•
 
the children were exhilarated by a sense of purpose




•
 (as 
adj.

 
exhilarated

 )
 
all this hustle and bustle makes me feel exhilarated.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exhilarat-

 ‘made cheerful,’ from the verb 
exhilarare

 , from 
ex-

 (expressing inducement of a state) + 
hilaris

 ‘cheerful.’





exhilarating

 
/iɡˈziləˌrādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




making one feel very happy, animated, or elated; thrilling




•
 
an exhilarating two-hour rafting experience.














II.
 
derivatives





exhilaratingly






adverb





















exhilaration

 
/iɡˌziləˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




a feeling of excitement, happiness, or elation




•
 
they felt the exhilaration of victory.



















exhort

 
/iɡˈzôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
strongly encourage or urge (someone) to do something




•
 
the media have been exhorting people to turn out for the demonstration




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Come on, you guys,” exhorted Linda.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exhortative

 
/iɡˈzôrdədiv /






adjective













2.
 
exhortatory

 
/-təˌtôrē /






adjective













3.
 
exhorter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
exhorter

 or Latin 
exhortari

 , from 
ex-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
hortari

 ‘encourage.’





exhortation

 
/ˌeɡzôrˈtāSH(ə)n ˌeksôrˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




an address or communication emphatically urging someone to do something




•
 
exhortations to eat well




•
 
no amount of exhortation had any effect.



















exhumation

 
/ˌeks(h)yo͞oˈmāSH(ə)n ˌeɡz(y)o͞oˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of digging up something buried, especially a corpse




•
 
the exhumation of bodies was ordered following protests by the villagers




•
 
the exhumation of a prisoners' mass grave.










2.
 


[Geology]

 the exposure of a land surface that was formerly buried




•
 
the exhumation of rock to the surface.



















exhume

 
/iɡˈz(y)o͞om ekˈs(y)o͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dig out (something buried, especially a corpse) from the ground.




2.
 
(usu. 
be exhumed

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 expose (a land surface) that was formerly buried.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
exhumare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
humus

 ‘ground.’





ex-husband






noun




a man to whom someone was formerly married, from whom they are now divorced.













ex hypothesi

 
/ˌeks hīˈpäTHəsī/





I.
 
adverb




according to the hypothesis proposed.











– origin

 modern Latin, from 
ex

 ‘from’ and 
hypothesi

 , ablative of late Latin 
hypothesis

 (see hypothesis
 ).





exigence

 
/ˈeksəjəns/






noun




another term for exigency
 .














exigency

 
/ˈeksəjənsē eɡˈzijənsē/





I.
 
noun




an urgent need or demand




•
 
women worked long hours when the exigencies of the family economy demanded it




•
 
he put financial exigency before personal sentiment.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
exigentia

 , from Latin 
exigere

 ‘enforce’ (see exact
 ).





exigent

 
/ˈekzəjənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 pressing; demanding




•
 
the exigent demands of the music took a toll on her voice.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
exigent-

 ‘completing, ascertaining,’ from the verb 
exigere

 (see exact
 ).





exigible

 
/ˈeksəjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a tax, duty, or other payment) able to be charged or levied.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
exiger

 ‘demand, exact,’ from Latin 
exigere

 (see exact
 ).





exiguous

 
/eɡˈziɡyo͞oəs ekˈsiɡyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 very small in size or amount




•
 
my exiguous musical resources.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exiguity

 
/ˌeɡzəˈɡyo͞oədē ˌeksəˈɡyo͞oədē /






noun













2.
 
exiguously






adverb













3.
 
exiguousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
exiguus

 ‘scanty’ (from 
exigere

 ‘weigh exactly’) + -ous
 .





exile

 
/ˈeɡˌzīl ˈekˌsīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being barred from one's native country, typically for political or punitive reasons




•
 
he knew now that he would die in exile.










2.
 
a person who lives away from their native country, either from choice or compulsion




•
 
the return of political exiles.










3.
 
(
the Exile

 )
 — another term for Babylonian Captivity
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be exiled

 )


1.
 
expel and bar (someone) from their native country, typically for political or punitive reasons




•
 
a corrupt dictator who had been 
exiled from

 his country




•
 
he was 
exiled to

 Tasmania in 1849




•
 (as 
adj.

 
exiled

 )
 
supporters of the exiled king.

















– origin

 Middle English: the noun partly from Old French 
exil

 ‘banishment’ and partly from Old French 
exile

 ‘banished person’; the verb from Old French 
exiler

 ; all based on Latin 
exilium

 ‘banishment,’ from 
exul

 ‘banished person.’





exilic

 
/eɡˈzilik ekˈsilik/






adjective




of or relating to a period of exile, especially that of the Jews in Babylon in the 6th century 
BC

 .














exine

 
/ˈekˌsēn, -ˌsīn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the decay-resistant outer coating of a pollen grain or spore. It typically bears a highly characteristic surface pattern that is used in palynology.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from ex-
 2
 ‘out’ + Greek 
is

 , 
in-

 ‘fiber.’





exist

 
/iɡˈzist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have objective reality or being




•
 
remains of these baths still exist on the south side of the Pantheon




•
 
there existed no organization to cope with espionage.










2.
 
be found, especially in a particular place or situation




•
 
two conflicting stereotypes of housework exist in popular thinking today.










3.
 
live, especially under adverse conditions




•
 
how am I going to exist without you?




•
 
only a minority of people 
exist on

 unemployment benefits alone.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably a back-formation from existence
 .






existence

 
/iɡˈzistəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or state of living or having objective reality




•
 
the plane was the oldest Boeing remaining 
in existence






•
 
the need to acknowledge the existence of a problem.










2.
 
continued survival




•
 
she helped to keep the company alive when its very existence was threatened.










3.
 
a way of living




•
 
living in a city was more expensive than a rural existence.










4.
 
any of a person's supposed current, future, or past lives on this earth




•
 
reaping the consequences of evil deeds sown in previous existences.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 a being or entity.




6.
 
all that exists.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
existentia

 , from Latin 
exsistere

 ‘come into being,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
sistere

 ‘take a stand.’





existent

 
/iɡˈzist(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 having reality or existence




•
 
the technique has been existent for some years.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exsistent-

 ‘coming into being, emerging,’ from the verb 
exsistere

 (see existence
 ).






existential

 
/ˌeɡzəˈsten(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to existence.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 concerned with existence, especially human existence as viewed in the theories of existentialism.




3.
 


[Logic]

 (of a proposition) affirming or implying the existence of a thing.








II.
 
derivatives





existentially






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
existentialis

 , from 
existentia

 (see existence
 ).






existentialism

 
/ˌeɡzəˈsten(t)SHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




a philosophical theory or approach that emphasizes the existence of the individual person as a free and responsible agent determining their own development through acts of the will.

Generally taken to originate with Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, existentialism tends to be atheistic (although there is a strand of Christian existentialism deriving from the work of Kierkegaard), to disparage scientific knowledge, and to deny the existence of objective values, stressing instead the reality and significance of human freedom and experience. The approach was developed chiefly in 20th-century Europe, notably by Martin Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, and Simone de Beauvoir.











– origin

 translating Danish 
existents-forhold

 ‘condition of existence’ (frequently used by Kierkegaard), from existential
 .





existentialist

 
/ˌeɡzəˈsten(t)SHələst/





I.
 
noun




a person who advocates the philosophical theory of existentialism.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or supporting the philosophical theory of existentialism




•
 
existentialist writers.



















existential quantifier






noun






[Logic]

 a formal expression used in asserting that something exists of which a stated general proposition can be said to be true.













existing

 
/iɡˈzistiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
in existence or operation at the time under consideration; current




•
 
opponents of the existing political system.




















exit

 
/ˈeɡzət ˈeksət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way out, especially of a public building, room, or passenger vehicle




•
 
she slipped out by the rear exit




•
 
a fire exit.










2.
 
a ramp where traffic can leave a highway, major road, or traffic circle




•
 
he pulled off at an exit and stopped his Mercedes-Benz.










3.
 
an act of going out of or leaving a place




•
 
he made a hasty 
exit from

 the room.










4.
 
a departure of an actor from the stage




•
 
the brief soliloquy following Clarence's exit.










5.
 
a departure from a particular situation




•
 
Australia's early 
exit from

 the World Cup.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go out of or leave a place




•
 
they 
exited from

 the aircraft




•
 
the bullet entered her back and exited through her chest




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
elephants enter and exit the forest on narrow paths.










2.
 
(of an actor) leave the stage.




3.
 
(
exit

 )
 — used as a stage direction in a printed play to indicate that a character leaves the stage




•
 
exit Pamela.







See also exeunt
 .




4.
 
leave a particular situation




•
 
organizations that do not have freedom to exit from unprofitable markets.










5.
 


[Computing]

 terminate a process or program, usually returning to an earlier or more general level of interaction




•
 
this key enables you to temporarily exit from a LIFESPAN option.










6.
 


[Bridge]

 relinquish the lead.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a stage direction): from Latin 
exit

 ‘he or she goes out,’ third person singular present tense of 
exire

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’ The noun use (late 16th cent.) is from Latin 
exitus

 ‘going out,’ from the verb 
exire

 , and the other verb uses (early 17th cent.) are from the noun.





exit examination

 
exit exam






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a test which a student is required to pass in order to complete a course of study




•
 
the exit examination requires the demonstration of knowledge and skills in clinical emergency medicine




•
 
California's high school exit exam.



















exit interview






noun




an interview held with an employee about to leave an organization, typically in order to discuss the employee's reasons for leaving and their experience of working for the organization




•
 
in his exit interview, he suggested to HR that a counselor within the office would have been a great help.



















exit line






noun



1.
 
a line spoken by an actor immediately before leaving the stage.




2.
 
a parting remark.













exit poll






noun




a poll of people leaving a polling place, asking how they voted.













exit strategy






noun




a preplanned means of extricating oneself from a situation that is likely to become difficult or unpleasant.




•
 
it is vital that all investors have some sort of exit strategy.



















exit visa

 
/ˈeɡzət ˈeksət ˈvēzə /

 
exit permit






noun




a document giving authorization to leave a particular country.













exit wound

 
/ˈeksət ˌwo͞ond/






noun




a wound made by a bullet or other missile passing out of the body.













ex libris

 
/ˌeks ˈlēbris/





I.
 
adverb




used as an inscription on a bookplate to show the name of the book's owner




•
 
ex libris Edith Wharton.














II.
 
noun




a bookplate inscribed to show the name of the book's owner.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘out of the books or library (of someone).’





ex nihilo

 
/ˈeks ˈnē(h)əlō, ˈnī(h)əlō/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 out of nothing




•
 
the fashioning of life ex nihilo by God.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin.






exo-





I.
 
prefix




external; from outside




•
 
exodermis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
exō

 ‘outside.’





exoatmospheric

 
/ˌeksōˌatməˈsfi(ə)rik, ˌeksōˌatməˈsferik/






adjective




operating or taking place outside the atmosphere.













exobiology

 
/ˌeksōbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with the possibility and likely nature of life on other planets or in space.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exobiological

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
exobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















exocarp

 
/ˈeksōˌkärp/






noun






[Botany]

 the outer layer of the pericarp of a fruit.














exocentric

 
/ˌeksōˈsentrik/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting or being a construction that has no explicit head, for example 
John slept

 .

Contrasted with endocentric
 .













Exocet

 
/ˈeksəˌset ˈeksōˌset/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a French-made guided anti-ship missile.











– origin

 1970s: from French, literally ‘flying fish,’ via Latin from Greek 
ekōkoitos

 ‘fish that comes up on the beach’ (literally ‘out of bed’).






exocrine

 
/ˈeksəˌkrin/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting glands that secrete their products through ducts opening onto an epithelium rather than directly into the bloodstream.

Often contrasted with endocrine
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from exo-
 ‘outside’ + Greek 
krinein

 ‘sift.’





exocytosis

 
/ˌeksōsīˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a process by which the contents of a cell vacuole are released to the exterior through fusion of the vacuole membrane with the cell membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





exocytotic

 
/-ˈtätik /






adjective





















exodermis

 
/ˌeksōˈdərməs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a specialized layer in a root beneath the epidermis or velamen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from exo-
 ‘outside,’ on the pattern of 
endodermis

 , 
epidermis

 .





exodus

 
/ˈeksədəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass departure of people, especially emigrants.




2.
 
(
the Exodus

 )
 — the departure of the Israelites from Egypt.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek (see Exodus
 ).






Exodus

 
/ˈeksədəs/





I.
 
the second book of the Bible, which recounts the departure of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, their journey across the Red Sea and through the wilderness led by Moses, and the giving of the Ten Commandments. The events have been variously dated by scholars between about 1580 and 1200 
BC

 .







– origin

 Old English, via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
exodos

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
hodos

 ‘way.’





exoenzyme

 
/ˌeksōˈenzīm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that acts outside the cell that produces it.













ex officio

 
/ˌeks əˈfiSHēō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




by virtue of one's position or status


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an ex officio member of the committee.

















– origin

 Latin, from 
ex

 ‘out of, from’ + 
officium

 ‘duty.’






exogamy

 
/ekˈsäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anthropology]

 the custom of marrying outside a community, clan, or tribe.

Compare with endogamy
 .




2.
 


[Anthropology]

 
[Biology]

 the fusion of reproductive cells from distantly related or unrelated individuals; outbreeding; cross-pollination.








II.
 
derivatives





exogamous

 
/ekˈsäɡəməs /






adjective






















exogenic

 
/ˌeksəˈjenik/






adjective






[Geology]

 formed or occurring on the surface of the earth.

Often contrasted with endogenic
 .














exogenous

 
/ˌekˈsäjənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or developing from external factors.

Often contrasted with endogenous
 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 growing or originating from outside an organism




•
 
an exogenous hormone.










3.
 


[chiefly Psychiatry]

 (of a disease, symptom, etc.) caused by an agent or organism outside the body




•
 
exogenous depression.










4.
 
relating to an external group or society




•
 
exogenous marriage.














II.
 
derivatives





exogenously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
exogena

 (denoting an exogenous plant, suggested by classical Latin 
indigena

 ‘native’) + -ous
 .






exoglossic

 
/ˌeksōˈɡlôsik/





I.
 
adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to a nonindigenous language that is used as an official or second language in a particular country or community.

Compare with endoglossic
 .











– origin

 1980s: from exo-
 , Greek 
glōssa

 ‘language, tongue,’ and -ic
 .






exon

 
/ˈeksän/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a segment of a DNA or RNA molecule containing information coding for a protein or peptide sequence.

Compare with intron
 .








II.
 
derivatives





exonic






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from 
expressed

 (see express
 1
 ) + -on
 .





exonerate

 
/iɡˈzänəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of an official body) absolve (someone) from blame for a fault or wrongdoing, especially after due consideration of the case




•
 
the court-martial exonerated me




•
 
they should 
exonerate

 these men 
from

 this crime.










2.
 
(
exonerate someone from

 )
 — release someone from (a duty or obligation).








II.
 
derivatives





exonerative

 
/iɡˈzänəˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exonerat-

 ‘freed from a burden,’ from the verb 
exonerare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘from’ + 
onus

 , 
oner-

 ‘a burden.’





exoneration

 
/iɡˌzänəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of officially absolving someone from blame; vindication




•
 
the defendants' eventual exoneration.










2.
 
the release of someone from a duty or obligation.













exonuclease

 
/ˌeksōˈn(y)o͞oklēās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that removes successive nucleotides from the end of a polynucleotide molecule.













exopeptidase

 
/ˌeksōˈpeptədās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that breaks the terminal peptide bond in a peptide chain.














exophora

 
/ekˈsäfərə/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 reference in a text or utterance to something external to it, which is only fully intelligible in terms of information about the extralinguistic situation.

Compare with endophora
 .








II.
 
derivatives





exophoric

 
/ˌeksōˈfôrik, -fär- /






adjective





















exophthalmic

 
/ˌeksäfˈTHalmik ˌeksäpˈTHalmik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 having or characterized by protruding eyes.














exophthalmic goiter






noun




another term for Graves' disease
 .













exophthalmos

 
/ˌeksäfˈTHalməs ˌeksäpˈTHalməs /

 
exophthalmus
 , exophthalmia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal protrusion of the eyeball or eyeballs.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
exophthalmus

 , from Greek 
exophthalmos

 ‘having prominent eyes,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
ophthalmos

 ‘eye.’





exoplanet

 
/ˈeksōˌplanət/






noun




a planet that orbits a star outside the solar system




•
 
most of the 100 known exoplanets are comparable in mass to Jupiter.




















exopodite

 
/ekˈsäpəˌdīt /

 
exopod





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the outer branch of the biramous limb or appendage of a crustacean.

Compare with endopodite
 , protopodite
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from exo-
 ‘outside’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + -ite
 1
 .





exor.






abbreviation




an executor (of a will).













exorbitant

 
/iɡˈzôrbəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a price or amount charged) unreasonably high




•
 
the exorbitant price of tickets.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exorbitance

 
/iɡˈzôrbədəns eɡˈzôrbədəns iɡˈzôrbətns eɡˈzôrbətns /






noun













2.
 
exorbitantly

 
/iɡˈzôrbədəntlē eɡˈzôrbədəntlē iɡˈzôrbətntlē eɡˈzôrbətntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as a legal term describing a case that is outside the scope of a law): from late Latin 
exorbitant-

 ‘going off the track,’ from 
exorbitare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out from’ + 
orbita

 ‘course, track.’





exorcise

 
/ˈeksôrˌsīz /

 
exorcize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive out or attempt to drive out (an evil spirit) from a person or place




•
 
an attempt to exorcise an unquiet spirit




•
 


‹figurative›

 inflation has been exorcised.










2.
 
rid (a person or place) of an evil spirit




•
 
infants were exorcised prior to baptism.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
exorciser

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
exorcizare

 , from Greek 
exorkizein

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
horkos

 ‘oath.’ The word originally meant ‘conjure up or command an evil spirit’; the specific sense of driving out an evil spirit dates from the mid 16th cent.





exorcism

 
/ˈeksôrˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




the expulsion or attempted expulsion of an evil spirit from a person or place.








II.
 
derivatives





exorcist

 
/ˈekˌsôrˌsəst ˈeksərˌsəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
exorkismos

 , from 
exorkizein

 ‘exorcize.’





exordium

 
/iɡˈzôrdēəm eɡˈzôrdēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the beginning or introductory part, especially of a discourse or treatise.








II.
 
derivatives





exordial

 
/iɡˈzôrdēəl eɡˈzôrdēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
exordiri

 ‘begin,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
ordiri

 ‘begin.’






exoskeleton

 
/ˌeksəˈskelətn/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a rigid external covering for the body in some invertebrate animals, especially arthropods, providing both support and protection.

Compare with endoskeleton
 .








II.
 
derivatives





exoskeletal

 
/ˌeksōˈskelətl /






adjective





















exosphere

 
/ˈeksōˌsfir/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the outermost region of a planet's atmosphere.








II.
 
derivatives





exospheric

 
/ˌeksōˈsfi(ə)rik, -ˈsferik /






adjective





















exospore

 
/ˈeksōˌspôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer layer of the membrane in some spores.




2.
 
a spore formed by separation and release from a sporophore, the spore-bearing structure of a fungus.








II.
 
derivatives





exosporal

 
/ˌeksəˈspôrəl /






adjective





















exosporium

 
/ˌeksōˈspôrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 another term for exine
 .








II.
 
derivatives





exosporial

 
/-ˈspôrēəl /






adjective





















exostosis

 
/ˌeksäˈstōsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a benign outgrowth of cartilaginous tissue on a bone.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek, from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
osteon

 ‘bone.’






exoteric

 
/ˌeksəˈterik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (especially of a doctrine or mode of speech) intended for or likely to be understood by the general public




•
 
an exoteric, literal meaning and an esoteric, inner teaching.







The opposite of esoteric
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
exōterikos

 , from 
exōterō

 ‘outer,’ comparative of 
exō

 ‘outside.’






exothermic

 
/ˌeksōˈTHərmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a reaction or process) accompanied by the release of heat.

The opposite of endothermic
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) formed from its constituent elements with a net release of heat.








II.
 
derivatives





exothermically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
exothermique

 .






exotic

 
/iɡˈzädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
originating in or characteristic of a distant foreign country




•
 
exotic birds




•
 
they loved to visit exotic places.










2.
 
attractive or striking because colorful or out of the ordinary




•
 
an exotic outfit




•
 (as 
noun

 
the exotic

 )
 
there was a touch of the exotic in her appearance.










3.
 
of a kind not used for ordinary purposes or not ordinarily encountered




•
 
exotic elementary particles as yet unknown to science.














II.
 
noun




an exotic plant or animal




•
 
he planted exotics in the sheltered garden.














III.
 
derivatives





exotically

 
/iɡˈzädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
exōtikos

 ‘foreign,’ from 
exō

 ‘outside.’





exotica

 
/iɡˈzädikə/





I.
 
plural noun




objects considered strange or interesting because they are out of the ordinary, especially because they originated in a distant foreign country.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
exoticus

 ‘foreign’ (see exotic
 ).





exotic dancer






noun




a striptease dancer.













exoticism

 
/iɡˈzädəsizəm/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being attractive or striking through being colorful or unusual




•
 
the luxury and exoticism of the new decor.










2.
 
style or traits considered characteristic of a distant foreign country




•
 
she exudes an aura of oriental exoticism.



















exoticize

 
/iɡˈzädəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
portray (someone or something unfamiliar) as exotic or unusual; romanticize or glamorize




•
 
importantly, the film doesn't exoticize the East




•
 (as 
adj.

 
exoticized

 )
 
when class is addressed in the art world, it is often in the context of exoticized poverty.














II.
 
derivatives





exoticization






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from exotic
 + -ize
 .






exotoxin

 
/ˈeksōˌtäksən/






noun






[Microbiology]

 a toxin released by a living bacterial cell into its surroundings.

Compare with endotoxin
 .













exp.






abbreviation



1.
 
expenses.




2.
 
experience (usually in the context of job advertisements)




•
 
previous exp. an advantage.










3.
 
(
Exp.

 )
 — experimental (in titles of periodicals)




•
 
J. Exp. Biol.










4.
 
expiration




•
 
exp. date.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 the exponential function raising 
e

 to the power of the given quantity




•
 
it is reduced by exp. (−U).










6.
 
exposures (in the context of photography)




•
 
$4.45 for 24 exp.










7.
 
express.














expand

 
/ikˈspand/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
become or make larger or more extensive


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their business 
expanded into

 other hotels and properties




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
baby birds cannot expand and contract their lungs.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 (of the universe) undergo a continuous change whereby, according to theory based on observed redshifts, all the galaxies recede from one another.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
expand on

 )
 — give a fuller version or account of




•
 
Anne expanded on the theory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expandable

 
/ikˈspandəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
expander

 
/ikˈspandər /






noun













3.
 
expansibility

 
/ikˌspansəˈbilədē /






noun













4.
 
expansible

 
/ikˈspansəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
expandere

 ‘to spread out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pandere

 ‘to spread.’





expanded

 
/ikˈspandəd/






noun



1.
 
being or having been enlarged, extended, or broadened, in particular




2.
 
denoting materials which have a light cellular structure




•
 
expanded polystyrene.










3.
 
denoting sheet metal slit and stretched into a mesh, used to reinforce concrete and other brittle materials.




4.
 
relatively broad in shape




•
 
the expanded fins of the ray.



















expanse

 
/ikˈspans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of something, typically land or sea, presenting a wide continuous surface




•
 
the green expanse of the forest.










2.
 
the distance to which something expands or can be expanded




•
 
the moth has a wing expanse of 20 to 24 mm.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
expansum

 ‘something expanded,’ neuter past participle of 
expandere

 (see expand
 ).





expansile

 
/ikˈspansəl, -ˌsīl/






adjective






[Physics]

 of, relating to, or capable of expansion.













expansion

 
/ikˈspanSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of becoming larger or more extensive




•
 
the rapid expansion of suburban Washington




•
 
a small expansion of industry.










2.
 
extension of a state's territory by encroaching on that of other nations, pursued as a political strategy




•
 
German expansion in the 1930s.










3.
 
a thing formed by the enlargement, broadening, or development of something




•
 
the book is an expansion of a lecture given last year.










4.
 
the increase in the volume of fuel on combustion in the cylinder of an engine, or the piston stroke in which this occurs.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
expansion-

 , from Latin 
expandere

 (see expand
 ).





expansionary

 
/ikˈspanSHəˌnerē/






adjective




(of a policy or action) intended to result in economic or political expansion




•
 
an expansionary budget.



















expansion bolt

 
/ikˈspanSHən ekˈspanSHən bōlt/






noun




a bolt that expands when inserted, no thread being required in the surrounding material.














expansion card

 
expansion board






noun






[Computing]

 a circuit board that can be inserted in a computer to give extra facilities or memory.













expansionism

 
/ikˈspanSHəˌnizəm/






noun




the policy of territorial or economic expansion




•
 
the post-colonial critique of Western expansionism.



















expansionist

 
/ikˈspan(t)SH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun




a follower or advocate of a policy of territorial or economic expansion




•
 
he was an aggressive expansionist.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of a policy of territorial or economic expansion




•
 
the imperial government became increasingly bent on expansionist policies.














III.
 
derivatives





expansionistic

 
/ikˌspan(t)SHəˈnistik /






adjective





















expansion joint

 
/ikˈspanSHən ekˈspanSHən joint/






noun




a joint that makes allowance for thermal expansion of the parts joined without distortion.













expansion slot

 
/ikˈspanSHən ˌslät ekˈspanSHən ˌslät/






noun






[Computing]

 a place in a computer where an expansion card can be inserted.













expansion team






noun




a new team added to an established professional sport league.













expansive

 
/ikˈspansiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covering a wide area in terms of space or scope; extensive or wide-ranging




•
 
deep, expansive canyons.










2.
 
(of a person or their manner) open, demonstrative, and communicative




•
 
she felt expansive and inclined to talk.










3.
 
tending toward economic or political expansion




•
 
expansive domestic economic policies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expansively

 
/ikˈspansəvlē ekˈspansəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
expansiveness

 
/ikˈspansivnəs /






noun





















expansivity

 
/ikˌspanˈsivədē ekˌspanˈsivədē/






noun






[Physics]

 the amount a material expands or contracts per unit length due to a one-degree change in temperature.













ex parte

 
/ˌeks ˈpärdē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[Law]

 with respect to or in the interests of one side only or of an interested outside party.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘from a side.’





expat

 
/ˌeksˈpat/






noun, adjective






‹informal›

 short for expatriate
 .













expatiate

 
/ikˈspāSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or write at length or in detail




•
 
she 
expatiated on

 working-class novelists.














II.
 
derivatives





expatiation

 
/ikˌspāSHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘roam freely’): from Latin 
exspatiari

 ‘move beyond one's usual bounds,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
spatiari

 ‘to walk’ (from 
spatium

 ‘space’).






expatriate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌeksˈpātrēət /



1.
 
a person who lives outside their native country




•
 
American expatriates in London.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person exiled from their native country.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌeksˈpātrēət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) living outside their native country




•
 
expatriate writers and artists.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 expelled from one's native country.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/eksˈpātrēˌāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
settle oneself abroad




•
 
candidates should be willing to expatriate.














IV.
 
derivatives





expatriation

 
/ekˌspātrēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a verb): from medieval Latin 
expatriat-

 ‘gone out from one's country,’ from the verb 
expatriare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
patria

 ‘native country.’






expect

 
/ikˈspekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard (something) as likely to happen




•
 
we expect the best




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he expects the stock market to sink further




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
we expect that farmers will harvest 63 million acres of hay.










2.
 
regard (someone) as likely to do or be something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
they were not expecting him to continue.










3.
 
believe that (someone or something) will arrive soon




•
 
Celia was expecting a visitor.










4.
 
look for (something) from someone as rightfully due or requisite in the circumstances




•
 
we 
expect

 great things 
of

 you.










5.
 
require (someone) to fulfill an obligation


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
we expect employers to pay a reasonable salary.










6.
 
(
I expect

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to indicate that one supposes something to be so, but has no firm evidence or knowledge




•
 
they're just friends of his, I expect




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I expect you know them?














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be expecting (a baby)








‹informal›

 be pregnant.









2.
 
to be expected






completely normal




•
 
wild swings in the weather are to be expected.















3.
 
what can (or do) you expect?






used to emphasize that there was nothing unexpected about a person or event, however disappointed one might be.












III.
 
derivatives





expectable

 
/ikˈspektəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘defer action, wait’): from Latin 
exspectare

 ‘look out for,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
spectare

 ‘to look’ (frequentative of 
specere

 ‘see’).





expectancy

 
/ikˈspektənsē/





I.
 
noun




the state of thinking or hoping that something, especially something pleasant, will happen or be the case




•
 
they waited with an 
air of expectancy

 .

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
exspectantia

 , from 
exspectare

 ‘look out for’ (see expect
 ).





expectant

 
/ikˈspektənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing an excited feeling that something is about to happen, especially something pleasant and interesting




•
 
an expectant conference crowd.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a woman) pregnant




•
 
an expectant mother.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who anticipates receiving something, especially high office.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exspectant-

 ‘expecting,’ from the verb 
exspectare

 (see expect
 ).





expectantly

 
/ikˈspektən(t)lē/






adverb




with an excited feeling that something is about to happen, especially something good




•
 
she waited expectantly for his answer




•
 
he looked expectantly at his friend.



















expectation

 
/ˌekspekˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong belief that something will happen or be the case in the future




•
 
reality had not lived up to expectations




•
 
an 
expectation that

 the government will provide the resources




•
 
he drilled his men in expectation of a Prussian advance.










2.
 
a belief that someone will or should achieve something




•
 
students had high expectations for their future.










3.
 
(
expectations

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 one's prospects of inheritance.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 another term for expected value
 .








II.
 
phrases





manage expectations

 
manage someone's expectations






seek to prevent disappointment by establishing in advance what can realistically be achieved or delivered by a project, undertaking, course of action, etc.




•
 
as the White House tries to paint a rosy economic picture, they are also trying to manage expectations




•
 
the company needs to be very sure it has a hit or it should start managing its customers' expectations.























expected utility






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Economics]

 a predicted utility value for one of several options, calculated as the sum of the utility of every possible outcome each multiplied by the probability of its occurrence.














expected value






noun






[Mathematics]

 a predicted value of a variable, calculated as the sum of all possible values each multiplied by the probability of its occurrence.













expectorant

 
/ikˈspekt(ə)rənt/





I.
 
noun




a medicine that promotes the secretion of sputum by the air passages, used especially to treat coughs.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
expectorant-

 ‘expelling from the chest,’ from the verb 
expectorare

 (see expectorate
 ).






expectorate

 
/ikˈspektəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cough or spit out phlegm from the throat or lungs.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spit out (phlegm).








II.
 
derivatives





expectoration

 
/ˌekˌspektəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘enable sputum to be coughed up,’ referring to medicine): from Latin 
expectorat-

 ‘expelled from the chest,’ from the verb 
expectorare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pectus

 , 
pector-

 ‘breast.’





expediency

 
/ikˈspēdēənsē/






noun




the quality of being convenient and practical despite possibly being improper or immoral; convenience




•
 
an act of political expediency.



















expedient

 
/ikˈspēdēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action) convenient and practical, although possibly improper or immoral




•
 
either side could break the agreement if it were expedient to do so.










2.
 
(of an action) suitable or appropriate




•
 
holding a public inquiry into the scheme was not expedient.














II.
 
noun




a means of attaining an end, especially one that is convenient but considered improper or immoral




•
 
the current policy is a political expedient.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expedience

 
/ikˈspēdēəns /






noun













2.
 
expediently

 
/ikˈspēdēəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
expedient-

 ‘extricating, putting in order,’ from the verb 
expedire

 (see expedite
 ). The original sense was neutral; the depreciatory sense, implying disregard of moral considerations, dates from the late 18th cent.






expedite

 
/ˈekspəˌdīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an action or process) happen sooner or be accomplished more quickly




•
 
he promised to expedite economic reforms.














II.
 
derivatives





expediter

 
expeditor






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘perform quickly’): from Latin 
expedire

 ‘extricate (originally by freeing the feet), put in order,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’






expedition

 
/ˌekspəˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a journey or voyage undertaken by a group of people with a particular purpose, especially that of exploration, scientific research, or war




•
 
an expedition to the jungles of the Orinoco.










2.
 
the people involved in an expedition




•
 
many of the expedition have passed rigorous courses.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a short trip made for a particular purpose




•
 
a shopping expedition.










4.
 


‹formal›

 promptness or speed in doing something




•
 
the landlord shall remedy the defects with all possible expedition.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
expeditio(n-)

 , from 
expedire

 ‘extricate’ (see expedite
 ). Early senses included ‘prompt supply of something’ and ‘setting out with aggressive intent’ The notions of ‘speed’ and ‘purpose’ are retained in current senses. 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 16th cent.





expeditionary

 
/ˌekspəˈdiSHəˌnerē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or forming an expedition, especially a military expedition




•
 
an expeditionary force.



















expeditious

 
/ˌekspəˈdiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




done with speed and efficiency




•
 
an expeditious investigation.














II.
 
derivatives





expeditiousness

 
/ˌekspəˈdiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from expedition
 + -ous
 .





expeditiously

 
/ˌekspəˈdiSHəslē/






adverb




with speed and efficiency




•
 
the directors will move expeditiously to reach a conclusion.




















expel

 
/ikˈspel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (someone) of membership of or involvement in a school or other organization




•
 
she was 
expelled from

 school.










2.
 
force (someone) to leave a place, especially a country.




3.
 
force out or eject (something), especially from the body




•
 
she expelled a shuddering breath.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expellable






adjective













2.
 
expellee

 
/ˌekspelˈlē /






noun













3.
 
expeller






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘eject, force to leave’): from Latin 
expellere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’






expend

 
/ikˈspend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend or use up (a resource such as money, time, or energy)




•
 
we do not need to expend energy working on our marriage.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
expendere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pendere

 ‘weigh, pay.’ Compare with spend
 .





expendable

 
/ikˈspendəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object) designed to be used only once and then abandoned or destroyed




•
 
the need for unmanned and expendable launch vehicles.










2.
 
of little significance when compared to an overall purpose, and therefore able to be abandoned




•
 
the region is expendable in the wider context of national politics.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expendability

 
/ikˌspendəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
expendably

 
/-əblē /






adverb





















expenditure

 
/ikˈspendəCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of spending funds




•
 
the expenditure of taxpayers' money.










2.
 
an amount of money spent




•
 
cuts in public expenditure.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from expend
 , suggested by obsolete 
expenditor

 ‘officer in charge of expenditure,’ from medieval Latin, from 
expenditus

 , irregular past participle of Latin 
expendere

 ‘pay out’ (see expend
 ).





expense

 
/ikˈspens/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cost required for something; the money spent on something




•
 
we had ordered suits 
at

 great 
expense






•
 
the committee does not expect members to be 
put to

 any 
expense

 .










2.
 
(
expenses

 )
 — the costs incurred in the performance of one's job or a specific task, especially one undertaken for another person




•
 
his hotel and travel expenses.










3.
 
a thing on which one is required to spend money




•
 
tolls are a daily expense.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be expensed

 )


1.
 
offset (an item of expenditure) as an expense against taxable income.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at someone's expense





a.
 
paid for by someone




•
 
the document was printed at the taxpayer's expense.










b.
 
with someone as the victim, especially of a joke




•
 
my friends all had a good laugh at my expense.















2.
 
at the expense of






so as to cause harm to or neglect of




•
 
the pursuit of profit at the expense of the environment




•
 
language courses that emphasize communication skills at the expense of literature.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, alteration of Old French 
espense

 , from late Latin 
expensa (pecunia

 ) ‘(money) spent,’ from Latin 
expendere

 ‘pay out’ (see expend
 ).





expense account






noun




an arrangement under which sums of money spent in the course of business by an employee are later reimbursed by their employer.













expensive

 
/ikˈspensiv/





I.
 
adjective




costing a lot of money




•
 
keeping a horse is expensive




•
 
an expensive bottle of wine.














II.
 
derivatives





expensiveness

 
/ikˈspensivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘lavish, extravagant’): from Latin 
expens-

 ‘paid out,’ from the verb 
expendere

 (see expend
 ), + -ive
 .





expensively

 
/ikˈspensəvlē/






adverb




in a way that costs a lot of money




•
 
expensively dressed guests




•
 
expensively produced ads.




















experience

 
/ˌikˈspirēəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
practical contact with and observation of facts or events




•
 
he had already learned his lesson by painful experience




•
 
he spoke from experience.










2.
 
the knowledge or skill acquired by experience over a period of time, especially that gained in a particular profession by someone at work




•
 
older men whose experience could be called upon




•
 
candidates with the necessary experience.










3.
 
an event or occurrence that leaves an impression on someone




•
 
for the younger players it has been 
a learning experience

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
encounter or undergo (an event or occurrence)




•
 
the company is experiencing difficulties.










2.
 
feel (an emotion)




•
 
an opportunity to experience the excitement of New York.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
experienceable






adjective













2.
 
experiencer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
experientia

 , from 
experiri

 ‘try.’ Compare with experiment
 and expert
 .





experienced

 
/ˌikˈspirēənst/






adjective




having knowledge or skill in a particular field, especially a profession or job, gained over a period of time




•
 
an experienced social worker




•
 
she was 
experienced in

 marketing.



















experiential

 
/ikˌspirēˈen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




involving or based on experience and observation




•
 
the experiential learning associated with employment.














II.
 
derivatives





experientially






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from experience
 , on the pattern of words such as 
inferential

 .






experiment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ikˈsperəmənt /



1.
 
a scientific procedure undertaken to make a discovery, test a hypothesis, or demonstrate a known fact




•
 
laboratory 
experiments on

 guinea pigs




•
 
I have tested this by experiment.










2.
 
a course of action tentatively adopted without being sure of the eventual outcome




•
 
the previous 
experiment in

 liberal democracy had ended in disaster.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈsperəmənt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a scientific procedure, especially in a laboratory, to determine something




•
 
she 
experimented on

 chickens as well as mice.










2.
 
try out new concepts or ways of doing things




•
 
the designers 
experimented with

 new ideas in lighting.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
experimentum

 , from 
experiri

 ‘try.’ Compare with experience
 and expert
 .





experimental

 
/ikˌsperəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a new invention or product) based on untested ideas or techniques and not yet established or finalized




•
 
an experimental drug.










2.
 
(of a work of art or an artistic technique) involving a radically new and innovative style




•
 
experimental music.










3.
 
of or relating to scientific experiments




•
 
experimental results.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 based on experience as opposed to authority or conjecture




•
 
an experimental knowledge of God.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
experimentalism

 
/ikˌsperəˈmen(t)əˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
experimentalist

 
/ikˌsperəˈmen(t)ələst /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘having personal experience,’ also ‘experienced, observed’): from medieval Latin 
experimentalis

 , from Latin 
experimentum

 (see experiment
 ).





experimentally

 
/ikˌsperəˈmen(t)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of scientific experiment




•
 
the existence of the electron was demonstrated experimentally.










2.
 
in a tentative way, without being sure of the outcome




•
 
I glanced down at my left shoulder, rotating it experimentally.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 as the result of experience as opposed to authority or conjecture




•
 
to whom does God experimentally reveal the eternal purpose of His grace?



















experimental psychology






noun




the branch of psychology concerned with the scientific investigation of basic psychological processes such as learning, memory, and cognition in humans and animals.













experimentation

 
/ikˌsperəmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of performing a scientific procedure, especially in a laboratory, to determine something




•
 


experimentation on

 the brain and the nerves




•
 
after experimentation in the laboratory, the first vines of the new clone were planted.










2.
 
the action or process of trying out new ideas, methods, or activities




•
 
It was a period of innovation and 
experimentation with

 new decorative techniques




•
 
experimentation with drugs has been associated with boredom




•
 
a flair for musical experimentation.



















experimenter

 
/ikˈsperəˌmen(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a person who performs a scientific procedure, especially in a laboratory, to determine something




•
 
each participant was tested by a trained experimenter.










2.
 
a person who tries out new ideas, methods, or activities




•
 
early 
experimenters with

 structure and harmony.



















experimenter effect

 
/ikˈsperəˌmen(t)ər iˌfekt/






noun




an influence exerted by the experimenter's expectations or other characteristics on the results of an experiment, especially in psychology.














expert

 
/ˈekˌspərt/





I.
 
noun




a person who has a comprehensive and authoritative knowledge of or skill in a particular area




•
 
experts in child development




•
 
a financial expert.














II.
 
adjective




having or involving authoritative knowledge




•
 
he had received expert academic advice




•
 
he is 
expert at

 handling the media.














III.
 
derivatives





expertness

 
/ˈekˌspərtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective): from French, from Latin 
expertus

 , past participle of 
experiri

 ‘try.’ The noun use dates from the early 19th cent. Compare with experience
 and experiment
 .





expertise

 
/ˌekspərˈtēz ˌekspərˈtēs/





I.
 
noun




expert skill or knowledge in a particular field




•
 
technical expertise.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
expert

 (see expert
 ).





expertly

 
/ˈekˌspərtlē/






adverb




in a highly skillful or knowledgeable manner




•
 
Dylan sings and dances expertly




•
 
this is a tight, expertly crafted movie.



















expert system






noun






[Computing]

 a piece of software programmed using artificial intelligence techniques. Such systems use databases of expert knowledge to offer advice or make decisions in such areas as medical diagnosis and trading on the stock exchange.













expert witness






noun




a person who is permitted to testify at a trial because of special knowledge or proficiency in a particular field that is relevant to the case.




•
 
she was hired as an expert witness because she had assisted in more than 100 similar surgical procedures.



















expiate

 
/ˈekspēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
atone for (guilt or sin)




•
 
their sins must be expiated by sacrifice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expiable

 
/ˈekspēəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
expiator

 
/ˈekspēˌādər /






noun













3.
 
expiatory

 
/ˈekspēəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘end (rage, sorrow, etc.) by suffering it to the full’): from Latin 
expiat-

 ‘appeased by sacrifice,’ from the verb 
expiare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
piare

 (from 
pius

 ‘pious’).





expiation

 
/ˌekspēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the act of making amends or reparation for guilt or wrongdoing; atonement




•
 
an act of public expiation.



















expiration

 
/ˌekspəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the ending of the fixed period for which a contract is valid




•
 
the expiration of the lease.










2.
 
the end of a period of time




•
 
the expiration of three years.










3.
 


‹technical›

 exhalation of breath.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a vapor or exhalation): from Latin 
exspiratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
exspirare

 (see expire
 ).





expiratory

 
/ikˈspīrəˌtôrē/






adjective




of or relating to the exhalation of air from the lungs.














expire

 
/ˌikˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a document, authorization, or agreement) cease to be valid, typically after a fixed period of time




•
 
the old contract had expired.










2.
 
(of a period of time) come to an end




•
 
the three-year period has expired.










3.
 
(of a person) die.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹technical›

 exhale (air) from the lung.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
expirer

 , from Latin 
exspirare

 ‘breathe out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





expiry

 
/ikˈspī(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
(Canadian)

 the end of the period for which something is valid




•
 
the expiry of the patent




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an expiry date.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
(Canadian)

 the end of a fixed period of time




•
 
the expiry of the six-month period.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
(Canadian)

 
‹archaic›

 death.














explain

 
/ikˈsplān/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
make (an idea, situation, or problem) clear to someone by describing it in more detail or revealing relevant facts or ideas


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
they explained that their lives centered on the religious rituals




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“my daddy has spells,” Ben explained




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he explained the situation.










2.
 
account for (an action or event) by giving a reason as excuse or justification


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Callie found it necessary to explain her blackened eye




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he makes athletes explain why they made a mistake




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she had tried to 
explain about

 Adam, hadn't she?










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be the cause of or motivating factor for




•
 
her father's violence explains her pacificism




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
this would explain why so many adult children still live with their parents.










4.
 
(
explain something away

 )
 — minimize the significance of an embarrassing fact or action by giving an excuse or justification




•
 
they know stories about me that I can't explain away.














II.
 
phrases





explain oneself





a.
 
expand on what one has said in order to make one's meaning clear.




b.
 
give an account of one's motives or conduct in order to excuse or justify oneself




•
 
he was too panicked to stay and explain himself to the policeman.


















III.
 
derivatives





explainable

 
/ikˈsplānəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
explanare

 , based on 
planus

 ‘plain.’





explainer

 
/ikˈsplānər/






noun



1.
 
a person who explains a concept, topic, situation, etc.




•
 
an excellent teacher and explainer




•
 
scientists often aren't the best explainers.










2.
 
a statement, article, or video that provides an explanation of a concept, topic, situation, etc.




•
 
if you're confused, Reuters has a quick explainer on how the Italian election works




•
 
can you give us an explainer of what sub-prime means?




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
learn more about gravity and how it affects all objects in space with this terrific explainer video.



















explanandum

 
/ˌekspləˈnandəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 another term for explicandum
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘(something) to be explained.’





explanans

 
/ekˈsplāˌnans/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 another term for explicans
 .











– origin

 1940s: Latin, ‘explaining.’





explanation

 
/ˌekspləˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or account that makes something clear




•
 
the birth rate is central to any explanation of population trends.










2.
 
a reason or justification given for an action or belief




•
 
Freud tried to make sex the explanation for everything




•
 
my application was rejected without explanation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
explanatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
explanare

 (see explain
 ).





explanatory

 
/ikˈsplanəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




serving to explain something




•
 
explanatory notes.














II.
 
derivatives





explanatorily

 
/ikˌsplanəˈtôrəlē /






adverb





















explant

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈsplant ekˈsplant /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
explanted

 )


1.
 
transfer (living cells, tissues, or organs) from animals or plants to a nutrient medium.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈeksplant /



1.
 
a cell, organ, or piece of tissue that has been transferred in this way.








III.
 
derivatives





explantation

 
/ikˌsplanˈtāSHən ekˌsplanˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
explantare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
plantare

 ‘to plant.’





expletive

 
/ˈeksplədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an oath or swear word.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a word or phrase used to fill out a sentence or a line of verse without adding to the sense.








II.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a word or phrase) serving to fill out a sentence or line of verse.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from late Latin 
expletivus

 , from 
explere

 ‘fill out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
plere

 ‘fill.’ The general noun sense ‘word used merely to fill out a sentence’ (early 17th cent.) was applied specifically to an oath or swear word in the early 19th cent.






explicable

 
/ikˈsplikəb(ə)l ˈekspləkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be accounted for or understood




•
 
the English class system is not entirely explicable in terms of money.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
explicabilis

 , from 
explicare

 (see explicate
 ).






explicandum

 
/ˌekspləˈkandəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the fact, thing, or expression that is to be explained or explicated.

Compare with explicans
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, ‘something to be explained,’ neuter gerundive of 
explicare

 .






explicans

 
/ˈekspləˌkanz/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the explanation or explication given for a fact, thing, or expression.

Compare with explicandum
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, present participle of 
explicare

 ‘explain.’






explicate

 
/ˈekspləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
analyze and develop (an idea or principle) in detail




•
 
attempting to explicate the relationship between crime and economic forces.










2.
 
analyze (a literary work) in order to reveal its meaning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
explicative

 
/ˈekspləˌkādiv ˌekˈsplikədiv /






adjective













2.
 
explicator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun













3.
 
explicatory

 
/ikˈsplikəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
explicat-

 ‘unfolded,’ from the verb 
explicare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





explication

 
/ˌekspləˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of analyzing and developing an idea or principle in detail




•
 
this term is meaningless without further explication and analysis




•
 
his explications of scientific concepts.










2.
 
the process of analyzing a literary work in order to reveal its meaning




•
 
careful reading and explication of classical texts.




















explicit

 
/ikˈsplisit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
stated clearly and in detail, leaving no room for confusion or doubt




•
 
the speaker's intentions were not 
made explicit

 .










2.
 
(of a person) stating something in a clear and detailed way




•
 
let me be explicit.










3.
 
describing or representing sexual activity in a graphic fashion




•
 
explicit photos showing poses and acts.














II.
 
noun




the closing words of a text, manuscript, early printed book, or chanted liturgical text.

[Middle English: late Latin, ‘here ends,’ or abbreviation of 
explicitus est liber

 ‘the scroll is unrolled.’]








III.
 
derivatives





explicitness

 
/ikˈsplisitnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
explicite

 or Latin 
explicitus

 , past participle of 
explicare

 ‘unfold’ (see explicate
 ).





explicitly

 
/ikˈsplisitlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a clear and detailed manner, leaving no room for confusion or doubt




•
 
the essay should state explicitly how the facts support the thesis




•
 
she has explicitly rejected the theory of patriarchy.










2.
 
(in reference to representations of sexual activity) graphically and vividly


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
explicitly erotic images.




















explode

 
/ikˈsplōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burst or shatter violently and noisily as a result of rapid combustion, decomposition, excessive internal pressure, or other process, typically scattering fragments widely




•
 
a large bomb exploded in a park.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a bomb) to do this




•
 
the USSR had not yet exploded its first nuclear weapon.










3.
 


‹technical›

 undergo a violent expansion in which much energy is released as a shock wave




•
 
lead ensures that gasoline burns rather than explodes.










4.
 
(of a person) suddenly give expression to violent and uncontainable emotion, especially anger




•
 
he can 
explode with

 anger




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“This is ludicrous!” she exploded.










5.
 
(of a violent emotion or a situation) arise or develop suddenly




•
 
tension that could 
explode into

 violence at any time.










6.
 
(
explode into

 )
 — suddenly begin to move or start a new activity




•
 
a bird exploded into flight.










7.
 
increase suddenly or rapidly in size, number, or extent




•
 
the car population of Warsaw has exploded.










8.
 
(as 
adj.

 
exploded

 )
 — (of a diagram or drawing) showing the components of a mechanism as if separated by an explosion but in the normal relative positions




•
 
an exploded diagram of the rifle's parts.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — show (a belief or theory) to be false or unfounded




•
 
the myths that link smoking with glamour need to be exploded.














II.
 
derivatives





exploder






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘reject scornfully, discard’): from Latin 
explodere

 ‘drive out by clapping, hiss off the stage,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
plaudere

 ‘to clap.’ 
Sense

 2 is derived from the original sense of the word. 
Sense

 1 (late 18th cent.) evolved via an old sense ‘expel with violence and sudden noise,’ perhaps influenced by obsolete 
displode

 ‘burst with a noise.’





exploding offer






noun




a job offer that is retracted if not accepted within a very short period of time




•
 
they can’t get first-rate students unless they use pressure tactics like exploding offers.




















exploit





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈsploit /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make full use of and derive benefit from (a resource)




•
 
500 companies sprang up to exploit this new technology.










2.
 
use (a situation or person) in an unfair or selfish way




•
 
the company was exploiting a legal loophole




•
 
accusations that he exploited a wealthy patient.










3.
 
benefit unfairly from the work of (someone), typically by overworking or underpaying them




•
 
making money does not always mean exploiting others.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈekˌsploit /



1.
 
a bold or daring feat




•
 
the most heroic and secretive exploits of the war.










2.
 
a software tool designed to take advantage of a flaw in a computer system, typically for malicious purposes such as installing malware




•
 
if someone you don't know tweets you a link, it's either spam, an exploit, or probably both.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exploitable

 
/ikˈsploidəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
exploitative

 
/ikˈsploidədiv ekˈsploidədiv /






adjective













3.
 
exploiter

 
/ikˈsploidər /






noun













4.
 
exploitive

 
/ikˈsploitiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
esploit

 (noun), based on Latin 
explicare

 ‘unfold’ (see explicate
 ). The early notion of ‘success, progress’ gave rise to the sense ‘attempt to capture,’ ‘military expedition,’ hence the current sense of the noun. Current verb senses (mid 19th cent.) are taken from modern French 
exploiter

 .





exploitation

 
/ˌekˌsploiˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of treating someone unfairly in order to benefit from their work




•
 
the exploitation of migrant workers.










2.
 
the action of making use of and benefiting from resources




•
 
the Bronze Age saw exploitation of gold deposits.










3.
 
the fact of making use of a situation to gain unfair advantage for oneself




•
 
this administration's exploitation of the fear of crime.




















exploration

 
/ˌekspləˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of traveling in or through an unfamiliar area in order to learn about it




•
 
voyages of exploration




•
 
an exploration of the African interior.










2.
 
thorough analysis of a subject or theme




•
 
an exploration of the religious dimensions of our lives.














II.
 
derivatives





explorational

 
/-ˈrāSHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an investigation): from French, or from Latin 
exploratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
explorare

 (see explore
 ). The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





Exploratorium

 
/ikˌsplôrəˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
names

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a scientific museum or similar center at which visitors have the opportunity of performing prearranged experiments or demonstrations.











– origin

 1960s: coined by F. Oppenheimer, director of the San Francisco Exploratorium, from exploration
 and -orium
 .





exploratory

 
/ikˈsplôrəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involving exploration or investigation




•
 
surgeons performed an exploratory operation




•
 
exploratory talks.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exploratorius

 , from 
explorare

 (see explore
 ).






explore

 
/ikˈsplôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel in or through (an unfamiliar country or area) in order to learn about or familiarize oneself with it




•
 
the best way to explore Iceland's northwest




•
 


‹figurative›

 the project encourages children to explore the world of photography.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
explore for

 )
 — search for resources such as mineral deposits




•
 
the company explored for oil.










3.
 
inquire into or discuss (a subject or issue) in detail




•
 
he sets out to explore fundamental questions.










4.
 
examine or evaluate (an option or possibility)




•
 
you continue to explore new ways to generate income.










5.
 
examine by touch




•
 
her fingers explored his hair.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 surgically examine (a wound or body cavity) in detail.








II.
 
derivatives





explorative

 
/ikˈsplôrədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘investigate (why)’): from French 
explorer

 , from Latin 
explorare

 ‘search out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
plorare

 ‘utter a cry.’





explorer

 
/ikˈsplôrər/






noun




a person who explores an unfamiliar area; an adventurer




•
 
a polar explorer.




















explosion

 
/ikˈsplōZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent and destructive shattering or blowing apart of something, as is caused by a bomb.




2.
 


‹technical›

 a violent expansion in which energy is transmitted outward as a shock wave.




3.
 
a sudden outburst of something such as noise, light, or violent emotion, especially anger




•
 
an explosion of anger.










4.
 
a sudden political or social upheaval.




5.
 
a rapid or sudden increase in amount or extent




•
 
an explosion in the adder population.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 another term for plosion
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
explosio(n-)

 ‘scornful rejection,’ from the verb 
explodere

 (see explode
 ).






explosive

 
/ikˈsplōsiv ikˈsplōziv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able or likely to shatter violently or burst apart, as when a bomb explodes




•
 
an explosive device.










2.
 
likely to cause an eruption of anger or controversy




•
 
Marco's explosive temper




•
 
the idea was politically explosive.










3.
 
of or relating to a sudden and dramatic increase in amount or extent




•
 
the explosive growth of personal computers in the 1980s.










4.
 
(of a vocal sound) produced with a sharp release of air.




5.
 


[Phonetics]

 another term for plosive
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (often 
explosives

 )


1.
 
a substance that can be made to explode, especially any of those used in bombs or shells.








III.
 
derivatives





explosiveness

 
/ikˈsplōsivnis ekˈsplōsivnis ikˈsplōzivnis ekˈsplōzivnis /






noun





















explosive bolt






noun




a bolt that can be released by being blown out of position by an integral explosive charge.














explosive cyclogenesis





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 the rapid fall of barometric pressure in a particular area, especially by at least 24 millibars over a 24-hour period at or north of 60° latitude




•
 
last week's explosive cyclogenesis over the Atlantic was due to a clash of cold Arctic air with warmer air from the south.

















– origin

 1940s: see cyclogenesis
 .





explosively

 
/ikˈsplōsəvlē ikˈsplōzəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
in the violent manner of an explosion




•
 
some volcanoes erupt explosively while others just simmer along.










2.
 
with an outburst of anger or controversy




•
 
residents reacted explosively to the rumors.










3.
 
(with reference to an increase) suddenly and dramatically




•
 
house prices have risen explosively over the past two years




•
 
the quiet town has grown explosively.



















expo

 
/ˈekspō/





I.
 
noun




a large exhibition.











– origin

 1960s (referring to the World Fair held in Montreal in 1967): abbreviation of exposition
 .





exponent

 
/ikˈspōnənt ˈekspōnənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who believes in and promotes the truth or benefits of an idea or theory




•
 
an early 
exponent of

 the teachings of Thomas Aquinas.










2.
 
a person who has and demonstrates a particular skill, especially to a high standard




•
 
he's the world's leading exponent of country rock guitar.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity representing the power to which a given number or expression is to be raised, usually expressed as a raised symbol beside the number or expression (e.g., 3 in 23
 = 2 × 2 × 2).




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 a linguistic unit that realizes another, more abstract unit.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘expounding’): from Latin 
exponent-

 ‘putting out,’ from the verb 
exponere

 (see expound
 ).





exponential

 
/ˌekspəˈnen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or expressed by a mathematical exponent




•
 
an exponential curve.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of an increase) becoming more and more rapid




•
 
the social security budget was rising at an exponential rate.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
exponentiel

 , from Latin 
exponere

 ‘put out’ (see expound
 ).





exponential function






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function whose value is a constant raised to the power of the argument, especially the function where the constant is 
e

 .













exponential growth






noun




growth whose rate becomes ever more rapid in proportion to the growing total number or size.













exponentially

 
/ˌekspəˈnen(t)SHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
(with reference to an increase) more and more rapidly




•
 
our business has been growing exponentially.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 by means of or as expressed by a mathematical exponent




•
 
values distributed exponentially according to a given time constant




•
 
the coefficients show an exponentially decaying trend.



















exponentiation

 
/ˌekspəˌnen(t)SHēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 the operation of raising one quantity to the power of another.








II.
 
derivatives





exponentiate

 
/-ˈnenCHēˌāt /






verb





















export





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈspôrt ˈekspôrt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (goods or services) to another country for sale




•
 
we exported $16 million worth of mussels to Japan.










2.
 
spread or introduce (ideas and beliefs) to another country




•
 
the Greeks exported Hellenic culture around the Mediterranean basin.










3.
 


[Computing]

 transfer (data) in a format that can be used by other programs.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈekˌspôrt /
 (usu. 
exports

 )


1.
 
a commodity, article, or service sold abroad




•
 
wool and mohair were the principal exports.










2.
 
(
exports

 )
 — sales of goods or services to other countries, or the revenue from such sales




•
 
meat exports.










3.
 
the selling and sending out of goods or services to other countries




•
 
the export of Western technology.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of a high standard suitable for export




•
 
high-grade export coal.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exportability

 
/ikˌspôrtəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
exportable

 
/ikˈspôrdəbəl ekˈspôrdəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
exportation

 
/ˌekˌspôrˈtāSHən ˌekspərˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘take away’): from Latin 
exportare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
portare

 ‘carry.’ Current senses date from the 17th cent.





exporter

 
/ˈekspôrdər ikˈspôrdər/






noun



1.
 
a person, country, or company that sends goods or services to another country for sale




•
 
Brazil is the world's largest producer and exporter of sugar




•
 
a major oil exporter to the United States.










2.
 
a person or group spreading or introducing ideas and beliefs to another country




•
 
charges have been leveled against the West since its ascension as an exporter of ideas




•
 
Japan has only begun to be an exporter of culture in the last couple of decades.



















export surplus






noun




the amount by which the value of a country's exports exceeds that of its imports.














expose

 
/ikˈspōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) visible, typically by uncovering it




•
 
at low tide the sands are exposed.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
exposed

 )
 — leave (something) uncovered or unprotected, especially from the weather




•
 
the coast is very exposed to the southwest.










3.
 
subject (photographic film) to light, especially when operating a camera.




4.
 
(
expose oneself

 )
 — publicly and indecently display one's genitals.




5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
exposed

 )
 — leave or put (someone) in an unprotected and vulnerable state




•
 
Miranda felt exposed and lonely.










6.
 
(
expose someone to

 )
 — cause someone to experience or be at risk of




•
 
he exposed himself unnecessarily to gunfire in the war.










7.
 
make (something embarrassing or damaging) public




•
 
investigations exposed a vast network of illegalities.










8.
 
reveal the true and typically objectionable nature of (someone or something)




•
 
he has been 
exposed as

 a liar and a traitor.










9.
 
(
expose someone to

 )
 — introduce someone to (a subject or area of knowledge)




•
 
students were exposed to probability and statistics in high school.










10.
 
leave (a child) in the open to die.








II.
 
derivatives





exposer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
exposer

 , from Latin 
exponere

 (see expound
 ), but influenced by Latin 
expositus

 ‘put or set out’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





exposé

 
/ˌekspōˈzā/





I.
 
noun




a report of the facts about something, especially a journalistic report that reveals something scandalous




•
 
a shocking exposé of a medical cover-up.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, ‘shown, set out,’ past participle of 
exposer

 (see expose
 ).






exposition

 
/ˌekspəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comprehensive description and explanation of an idea or theory




•
 
the exposition and defense of his ethics.










2.
 


[Music]

 the part of a movement, especially in sonata form, in which the principal themes are first presented.




3.
 
the part of a play or work of fiction in which the background to the main conflict is introduced.




4.
 
a large public exhibition of art or trade goods.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of making public; exposure




•
 
the country squires dreaded the exposition of their rustic conversation.














II.
 
derivatives





expositional

 
/-ziSHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
expositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
exponere

 ‘put out, exhibit, explain.’





expositor

 
/ikˈspäzədər/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that explains complicated ideas or theories




•
 
a lucid expositor of difficult ideas.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French or late Latin, from Latin 
exposit-

 ‘exposed, explained,’ from 
exponere

 (see expound
 ).





expository

 
/ikˈspäziˌtôrē/






adjective




intended to explain or describe something




•
 
formal expository prose.



















ex post





I.
 
adjective, adverb




based on actual results rather than forecasts


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the ex post trade balance




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the real-wage rate had fallen ex post.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from 
ex

 ‘from’ and 
post

 ‘after.’





ex post facto

 
/ˌeks pōst ˈfaktō/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




with retroactive effect or force


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
ex post facto laws.

















– origin

 erroneous division of Latin 
ex postfacto

 ‘in the light of subsequent events.’





expostulate

 
/ikˈspäsCHəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express strong disapproval or disagreement




•
 
I 
expostulated with

 him in vain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expostulation

 
/ikˌspäsCHəˈlāSHən ekˌspäsCHəˈlāSHən /






noun













2.
 
expostulator

 
/-lātər /






noun













3.
 
expostulatory

 
/ikˈspäsCHələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘demand how or why, state a complaint’): from Latin 
expostulat-

 ‘demanded,’ from the verb 
expostulare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
postulare

 ‘demand.’





exposure

 
/ikˈspōZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being exposed to contact with something




•
 
the dangers posed by 
exposure to

 asbestos.










2.
 
a physical condition resulting from being outside in severe weather conditions without adequate protection




•
 
he died of exposure at 8,000 feet.










3.
 
experience of something




•
 
his 
exposure to

 the banking system.










4.
 
the action of exposing a photographic film to light or other radiation




•
 
a camera that would give a picture immediately after exposure




•
 
trial exposures made with a UV filter.










5.
 
the quantity of light or other radiation reaching a photographic film, as determined by shutter speed and lens aperture.




6.
 
the action of placing oneself at risk of financial losses, e.g., through making loans, granting credit, or underwriting insurance.




7.
 
the revelation of an identity or fact, especially one that is concealed or likely to arouse disapproval




•
 
she took her life for fear of exposure as a spy.










8.
 
the publicizing of information or an event




•
 
scientific findings receive regular exposure in the media.










9.
 
the direction in which a building faces; an outlook




•
 
the exposure is perfect—a gentle slope to the southwest.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from expose
 , on the pattern of words such as 
enclosure

 .






exposure meter






noun




another term for light meter
 .














expound

 
/ikˈspound/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present and explain (a theory or idea) systematically and in detail




•
 
he was expounding a powerful argument




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he declined to 
expound on

 his decision.










2.
 
explain the meaning of (a literary or doctrinal work)




•
 
the abbess expounded the scriptures to her nuns.














II.
 
derivatives





expounder

 
/ikˈspoundər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
expoune

 (in the sense ‘explain (what is difficult)’): from Old French 
espon-

 , present tense stem of 
espondre

 , from Latin 
exponere

 ‘expose, publish, explain,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
ponere

 ‘put.’ The origin of the final 
-d

 (recorded from the Middle English period) is uncertain (compare with compound
 1
 , propound
 ).





ex-president






noun




a former president of a particular country or organization




•
 
Finland's ex-president




•
 
an ex-president of the National Farmers Union.




















express1


 
/ikˈspres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey (a thought or feeling) in words or by gestures and conduct




•
 
he expressed complete satisfaction.










2.
 
(
express oneself

 )
 — say what one thinks or means




•
 
with a diplomatic smile, she expressed herself more subtly.










3.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 represent (a number, relation, or property) by a figure, symbol, or formula




•
 
constants can be 
expressed in terms of

 the Fourier transform.










4.
 
(usu. 
be expressed

 )
 — 

[Genetics]

 cause (an inherited characteristic or gene) to appear in a phenotype.




5.
 
squeeze out (liquid or air).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expresser






noun













2.
 
expressible

 
/ikˈspresəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘press out, obtain by squeezing or wringing,’ used figuratively to mean ‘extort’): from Old French 
expresser

 , based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pressare

 ‘to press.’






express2


 
/ikˈspres/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
operating at high speed, in particular




2.
 
(of a train or other vehicle of public transportation) making few intermediate stops and reaching its destination quickly




•
 
an express train bound for Innsbruck




•
 
express bus service




•
 
an express elevator.










3.
 
denoting a service in which letters or packages are delivered by a special service to ensure speed or security




•
 
an express letter.




•
 
an express airmail service.














II.
 
adverb




by express train or delivery service




•
 
I got my wife to send my gloves express to the hotel.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
an express train or other vehicle of public transportation




•
 
we embarked for the south of France on an overnight express.










2.
 
an overnight or rapid delivery service




•
 
the books arrived 
by express

 .










3.
 
an express rifle.








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send by express delivery or messenger




•
 
I expressed my clothes to my destination.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense of the verb): extension of express
 3
 ; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun from 
express train

 , so named because it served a particular destination without intermediate stops, reflecting an earlier sense of 
express

 ‘done or made for a special purpose,’ later interpreted in the sense ‘rapid.’ Senses relating to 
express delivery

 date from the institution of this postal service in Britain in 1891.






express3


 
/ikˈspres/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
definitely stated, not merely implied




•
 
it was his express wish that the celebration continue.










2.
 
precisely and specifically identified to the exclusion of anything else




•
 
the schools were founded for the express purpose of teaching deaf children.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a likeness) exact.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
expres

 , from Latin 
expressus

 ‘distinctly presented,’ past participle of 
exprimere

 ‘press out, express,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
primere

 ‘press.’





express canoe






noun






(Canadian)

 
‹historical›

 a small, light, fast canoe used for deliveries or transporting passengers




•
 
the 900-mile trip required three weeks to a month, though the light express canoes could make it in half that time.



















expression

 
/ikˈspreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of making known one's thoughts or feelings




•
 
his views 
found expression

 in his moral sermons




•
 
she accepted his expressions of sympathy.










2.
 
the conveying of feeling in the face or voice, in a work of art, or in the performance of a piece of music




•
 
eyes empty of expression




•
 
their instruments have a rich variety of expression.










3.
 
the look on someone's face that conveys a particular emotion




•
 
a sad expression.










4.
 
a word or phrase, especially an idiomatic one, used to convey an idea




•
 
nowhere is the expression “garbage in, garbage out” any truer.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a collection of symbols that jointly express a quantity




•
 
the expression for the circumference of a circle is 2πr.










6.
 
the production of something, especially by pressing or squeezing it out




•
 
essential oils obtained by distillation or expression.










7.
 


[Genetics]

 the appearance in a phenotype of a characteristic or effect attributed to a particular gene.




8.
 
(also 
gene expression

 )
 — the process by which possession of a gene leads to the appearance in the phenotype of the corresponding character.








II.
 
derivatives





expressional

 
/ekˈspreSHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
expressio(n-)

 , from 
exprimere

 ‘press out, express.’ Compare with express
 1
 .





expressionism

 
/ikˈspreSHəˌnizəm/






noun




a style of painting, music, or drama in which the artist or writer seeks to express emotional experience rather than impressions of the external world.

Expressionists characteristically reject traditional ideas of beauty or harmony and use distortion, exaggeration, and other nonnaturalistic devices in order to emphasize and express the inner world of emotion. The paintings of El Greco and Grünewald exemplify expressionism in this broad sense, but the term is also used of a late-19th- and 20th-century European and specifically German movement tracing its origins to Van Gogh, Edvard Munch, and James Ensor, which insisted on the primacy of the artist's feelings and mood, often incorporating violence and the grotesque.













expressionist

 
/ikˈspreSH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun




a painter, writer, or composer who is an exponent of expressionism, seeking to express through their work the inner world of emotion rather than external reality




•
 
the American abstract expressionist, Jackson Pollock.














II.
 
adjective




relating to expressionism or its exponents




•
 
he placed emphasis on an expressionist style




•
 
an exhibition of abstract expressionist paintings.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expressionistic

 
/ikˌspreSHəˈnistik /






adjective













2.
 
expressionistically

 
/ikˌspreSHəˈnistəklē /






adverb

















Expressionists characteristically reject traditional ideas of beauty or harmony and use distortion, exaggeration, and other non-naturalistic devices in order to express emotional states. The paintings of El Greco and Grünewald exemplify expressionism in this broad sense, but the term is also used of a late 19th and 20th century European and specifically German movement tracing its origins to Van Gogh, Edvard Munch, and James Ensor, which insisted on the primacy of the artist's feelings and mood, often incorporating violence and the grotesque.





expressionless

 
/ikˈspreSHənləs ekˈspreSHənləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's face or voice) not conveying any emotion; unemotional




•
 
her face was expressionless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expressionlessly






adverb













2.
 
expressionlessness






noun





















expression mark






noun






[Music]

 a word or phrase on a musical score that indicates the expression required of a performer.













expressive

 
/ikˈspresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
effectively conveying thought or feeling.




2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
expressive of

 )
 — conveying (the specified quality or idea)




•
 
the spires are expressive of religious aspiration.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expressively

 
/ikˈspresəvlē ekˈspresəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
expressiveness

 
/ikˈspresivnəs /






noun













3.
 
expressivity

 
/ˌekspreˈsivədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘tending to press out’): from French 
expressif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
expressivus

 , from 
exprimere

 ‘press out’ (see express
 3
 ). Compare with express
 1
 .





express lane






noun



1.
 
(on a highway) a lane for through traffic, having fewer exits.




2.
 
(in a grocery store) a checkout aisle for shoppers buying only a few items.













expressly

 
/ˌikˈspreslē/






adverb



1.
 
explicitly; clearly




•
 
she was expressly forbidden to use the stove.










2.
 
for a specific purpose; solely




•
 
the house was expressly built for entertaining.



















express rifle

 
/ikˈspres ekˈspres ˈrīfəl/






noun




a rifle that discharges a bullet at high speed and is used in big-game hunting.














expressway

 
/ikˈspresˌwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a highway designed for fast traffic, with controlled entrance and exit, a dividing strip between the traffic in opposite directions, and typically two or more lanes in each direction.













expropriate

 
/ˌeksˈprōprēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of the state) take away (property) from its owner




•
 
government plans to expropriate farmland.










2.
 
dispossess (someone) of property




•
 
the land reform expropriated the Irish landlords.














II.
 
derivatives





expropriator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
expropriat-

 ‘taken from the owner,’ from the verb 
expropriare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
proprium

 ‘property,’ neuter singular of 
proprius

 ‘own.’





expropriation

 
/ˌeksˌprōprēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action by the state or an authority of taking property from its owner for public use or benefit




•
 
the decree provided for the expropriation of church land and buildings




•
 
the expropriation of assets by the government.










2.
 
the action of dispossessing someone of property




•
 
a popular movement aiming at the expropriation of the landowners and the overthrow of the autocracy.



















expt.






abbreviation




experiment.













exptl.






abbreviation




experimental.













expulsion

 
/ikˈspəlSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of depriving someone of membership in an organization




•
 


expulsion from

 school.










2.
 
the process of forcing someone to leave a place, especially a country




•
 
the expulsion of the Jesuits from Spain.










3.
 
the process of forcing something out of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





expulsive

 
/ikˈspəlsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
expulsio(n-)

 , from 
expellere

 ‘drive out’ (see expel
 ).





expunge

 
/ikˈspənj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
erase or remove completely (something unwanted or unpleasant)




•
 
I’ve kind of expunged that period from my CV.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expunction

 
/ikˈspəNG(k)SH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
expungement






noun













3.
 
expunger






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
expungere

 ‘mark for deletion by means of points,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
pungere

 ‘to prick.’





expurgate

 
/ˈekspərˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
expurgated

 )


1.
 
remove matter thought to be objectionable or unsuitable from (a book or account)




•
 
the expurgated 
Arabian Nights

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
expurgation

 
/ˌekspərˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
expurgator

 
/ˈekspərˌɡādər /






noun













3.
 
expurgatory

 
/ikˈspərɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘purge of excrement’): from Latin 
expurgat-

 ‘thoroughly cleansed,’ from the verb 
expurgare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
purgare

 ‘cleanse.’





exquisite

 
/ekˈskwizət ˈekˌskwizət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely beautiful and, typically, delicate




•
 
exquisite, jewellike portraits.










2.
 
intensely felt




•
 
the most exquisite kind of agony.










3.
 
highly sensitive or discriminating




•
 
her exquisite taste in painting.














II.
 
noun




a man who is affectedly concerned with his clothes and appearance; a dandy.








III.
 
derivatives





exquisiteness

 
/ekˈskwizətnəs ˈekˌskwizətnəs ˈekskwəzətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘carefully ascertained, precise’): from Latin 
exquisit-

 ‘sought out,’ from the verb 
exquirere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’





exquisitely

 
/ekˈskwizətlē ˈekˌskwizətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an extremely beautiful and delicate manner




•
 
exquisitely crafted sculptures




•
 
she sings exquisitely.










2.
 
[often as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in an intensely felt manner




•
 
the exquisitely painful portrait of a marriage collapsing.










3.
 
in a highly sensitive or discriminating manner




•
 
she was always exquisitely attuned to her mother's moods.



















exr.






abbreviation




executor.













exrx.






abbreviation




executrix.













exsanguination

 
/ekˌsaNGɡwəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the action of draining a person, animal, or organ of blood.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 severe loss of blood.








II.
 
derivatives





exsanguinate

 
/ekˈsaNGɡwəˌnāt /






verb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
exsanguinatus

 ‘drained of blood’ (from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
sanguis

 , 
sanguin-

 ‘blood’) + -ion
 .





exsanguine

 
/eksˈsaNGɡwin/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 bloodless; anemic.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ex-
 1
 ‘out’ + Latin 
sanguis

 , 
sanguin-

 ‘blood.’





exsert

 
/ekˈsərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 cause to protrude; push out


(as 
adj.

 
exserted

 )


•
 
an exserted stigma.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
exsert-

 ‘put forth,’ from the verb 
exserere

 (see exert
 ).





ex-serviceman






noun






(Brit.)

 a man who was formerly a member of the armed forces.













ex-servicewoman

 
/eksˈsərvisˌwo͝omən/






noun






(Brit.)

 a woman who was formerly a member of the armed forces.













ex silentio

 
/ˌeks səˈlen(t)SHēō/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




by the absence of contrary evidence.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Latin, literally ‘from silence.’





exsolve

 
/eksˈsälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 (of a mineral or other substance) separate out from solution, especially from solid solution in a rock.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
exsolved

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 form (a mineral or other substance) by the process of exsolution




•
 
coarsely exsolved ilmenites.














II.
 
derivatives





exsolution

 
/ˌeksəˈlo͞oSHən /






noun





















ext.






abbreviation



1.
 
extension (in a telephone number).




2.
 
exterior.




3.
 
external.




4.
 
extra.













extant

 
/ˈekstənt ekˈstant/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a document) still in existence; surviving




•
 
the original manuscript is no longer extant.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘accessible, able to be publicly seen or reached’): from Latin 
exstant-

 ‘being visible or prominent, existing,’ from the verb 
exstare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
stare

 ‘to stand.’






extemporaneous

 
/ikˌstempəˈrānēəs/





I.
 
adjective




spoken or done without preparation




•
 
an extemporaneous speech.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extemporaneously

 
/ikˌstempəˈrānēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
extemporaneousness

 
/ikˌstempəˈrānēəsnəs /






noun





















extemporary

 
/ikˈstempəˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective




another term for extemporaneous
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extemporarily

 
/ikˌstempəˈrerəlē /






adverb













2.
 
extemporariness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from extempore
 , on the pattern of 
temporary

 .






extempore

 
/ikˈstempərē ekˈstempərē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




spoken or done without preparation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
extempore public speaking




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he recited the poem extempore.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
ex tempore

 ‘on the spur of the moment’ (literally ‘out of the time’).





extemporize

 
/ikˈstempəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compose, perform, or produce something such as music or a speech without preparation; improvise




•
 
he extemporized at the piano




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was extemporizing touching melodies.














II.
 
derivatives





extemporization

 
/ikˌstempərəˈzāSHən ekˌstempərəˈzāSHən ikˌstempəˌrīˈzāSHən ekˌstempəˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun






















extend

 
/ikˈstend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to cover a larger area; make longer or wider




•
 
the Forest Service plans to extend a gravel road nearly a mile.










2.
 
cause to last longer




•
 
high schools may consider extending the class day to seven periods.










3.
 
postpone (a starting or ending time) beyond the original limit




•
 
he extended the deadline to 4 p.m. today.










4.
 
straighten or spread out (the body or a limb) at full length




•
 
she is unable to extend her thumb.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — spread from a central point to cover a wider area




•
 
the pipeline currently extends 1,200 miles from Santa Barbara.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — occupy a specified area or stretch to a specified point




•
 
the mountains 
extend over

 the western end of the island




•
 
a fault that may extend to a depth of 12 miles.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
extend to

 )
 — include within one's scope; be applicable to




•
 
her generosity did not extend to all adults.










8.
 
hold (something) out toward someone




•
 
I nod and extend my hand.










9.
 
offer or make available




•
 
she extended an invitation to her to stay




•
 
I can't extend credit indefinitely.










10.
 
(
extend oneself

 )
 — exert or exercise oneself to the utmost




•
 
you have to extend yourself to change rather than keep on doing the same thing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extendability

 
/ikˌstendəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
extendable

 
/ikˈstendəbəl ekˈstendəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
extendibility

 
/ikˌstendəˈbilitē /






noun













4.
 
extendible

 
/ikˈstendəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
extendere

 ‘stretch out,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch.’





extended

 
/ˌikˈstendəd/






adjective



1.
 
made larger; enlarged




•
 
an extended kitchen and new balcony.










2.
 
lasting longer than is usual or expected; prolonged




•
 
an extended period of time.



















extended family






noun




a family that extends beyond the nuclear family, including grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other relatives, who all live nearby or in one household.













extended-play

 
/ekˌstəndədˈplā/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a record that plays longer than most singles.




2.
 
denoting an audio- or videotape that is thinner and longer than standard.













extender

 
/ikˈstendər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that extends something.




2.
 
a substance added to a product such as paint, ink, or glue, to dilute its color or increase its bulk.




3.
 


[Photography]

 another term for extension tube
 .













extensible

 
/ikˈstensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be extended; extendable




•
 
an extensible architecture designed to accommodate changes.














II.
 
derivatives





extensibility

 
/ikˌstensəˈbilədē /






noun





















extensile

 
/ikˈstensəl, -sīl/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being stretched out or protruded.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
extens-

 ‘stretched out’ (from the verb 
extendere

 ) + -ile
 .





extension

 
/ˌikˈsten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part that is added to something to enlarge or prolong it; a continuation




•
 
the railroad's southern extension.










2.
 
a room or set of rooms added to an existing building.




3.
 
the action or process of becoming or making something larger




•
 
the extension of the president's powers.










4.
 
an application of an existing system or activity to a new area




•
 
direct marketing is an extension of telephone selling.










5.
 
an increase in the length of time given to someone to hold office, complete a project, or fulfill an obligation.




6.
 


[Computing]

 an optional suffix to a file name, typically consisting of a period followed by several characters, indicating the file's content or function.




7.
 
(also 
extension cord

 )
 — a length of electric cord that permits the use of an appliance at some distance from a fixed socket.




8.
 
an extra telephone on the same line as the main one.




9.
 
a subsidiary telephone in a set of offices or similar building, on a line leading from the main switchboard but having its own additional number.




10.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — instruction by a university or college for students who do not attend full time




•
 
extension courses.










11.
 
(
extensions

 )
 — lengths of real or artificial hair woven into a person's own hair to create a long hairstyle.




12.
 
the action of moving a limb from a bent to a straight position




•
 
seizures with sudden rigid extension of the limbs.










13.
 
the muscle action controlling this




•
 
triceps extension.










14.
 


[Ballet]

 the ability of a dancer to raise one leg above the waist, or an instance of this




•
 
she has amazing extension




•
 
he could perform 180-degree extensions.










15.
 


[Medicine]

 the application of traction to a fractured or dislocated limb or to an injured or diseased spinal column to restore it to its normal position.




16.
 
the lengthening of a horse's stride within a particular gait.




17.
 


[Logic]

 the range of a term or concept as measured by the objects that it denotes or contains, as opposed to its internal content.

Often contrasted with intension
 .




18.
 


[Physics]

 
[Philosophy]

 the property of occupying space; spatial magnitude




•
 
nature, for Descartes, was pure extension in space.














II.
 
phrases





by extension






taking the same line of argument further




•
 
this raised serious questions about his credibility and, by extension, the credibility of the company.


















III.
 
derivatives





extensional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
extensio(n-)

 , from 
extendere

 ‘stretch out’ (see extend
 ).





extension ladder






noun




a ladder that can be extended by means of sliding sections.














extension tube

 
/ikˈsten(t)SHən ekˈsten(t)SHən t(y)o͞ob/






noun






[Photography]

 a tube fitted to a camera between the body and lens to shorten the distance of closest focus of an object so that close-up pictures can be taken.













extensive

 
/ikˈstensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covering or affecting a large area




•
 
an extensive garden.










2.
 
large in amount or scale




•
 
an extensive collection of silver.










3.
 
(of agriculture) obtaining a relatively small crop from a large area with a minimum of attention and expense




•
 
extensive farming techniques.







Often contrasted with intensive
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective).








II.
 
derivatives





extensiveness

 
/ikˈstensivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
extensif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
extensivus

 , from 
extens-

 ‘stretched out,’ from the verb 
extendere

 (see extend
 ).





extensively

 
/ikˈstensəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that covers or affects a large area




•
 
the house was extensively damaged by the fire




•
 
her husband traveled extensively in his job.










2.
 
to a large or detailed degree




•
 
he has written extensively about the project




•
 
the article was extensively researched.



















extensometer

 
/ikˌstenˈsämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the deformation of a material under stress.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
extens-

 ‘extended’ (from the verb 
extendere

 ) + -meter
 .






extensor

 
/ikˈstensər ikˈstensôr /

 
extensor muscle





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction extends or straightens a limb or other part of the body.

Often contrasted with flexor
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of a number of specific muscles in the arm, hand, leg, and foot.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin, from 
extens-

 ‘stretched out,’ from the verb 
extendere

 (see extend
 ).





extent

 
/ikˈstent/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the area covered by something




•
 
an enclosure ten acres in extent.










2.
 
the degree to which something has spread; the size or scale of something




•
 
the extent of AIDS infection.










3.
 
the amount to which something is or is believed to be the case




•
 
everyone will have to compromise to some extent




•
 
they altered the document to such an extent that it contained little in the way of new policy.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘valuation of property, esp. for taxation purposes’): from Anglo-Norman French 
extente

 , from medieval Latin 
extenta

 , feminine past participle of Latin 
extendere

 ‘stretch out’ (see extend
 ).





extenuate

 
/ikˈstenyəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
extenuating

 )
 — make (guilt or an offense) seem less serious or more forgivable




•
 
there were 
extenuating circumstances

 that caused me to say the things I did.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
extenuated

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 make (someone) thin




•
 
drawings of extenuated figures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extenuation

 
/ikˌstenyəˈwāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
extenuatory

 
/-əˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘make thin, emaciate’): from Latin 
extenuat-

 ‘made thin,’ from the verb 
extenuare

 (based on 
tenuis

 ‘thin’).






exterior

 
/ˌikˈstirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming, situated on, or relating to the outside of something




•
 
exterior and interior walls.










2.
 
coming from outside




•
 
exterior noise.










3.
 
(in filming) outdoor




•
 
exterior locations.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer surface or structure of something




•
 
a jar with floral designs on the exterior.










2.
 
the outer structure of a building




•
 
the museum has a modern exterior.










3.
 
a person's behavior and appearance, often contrasted with their true character




•
 
beneath that assured exterior, she's vulnerable.










4.
 
(in filming) an outdoor scene.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exteriority

 
/ikˌstirēˈôrədē ekˌstirēˈôrədē ekˌstērēˈôrədē ikˌstērēˈôrədē /






noun













2.
 
exteriorize

 
/ikˈstirēəˌrīz ekˈstirēəˌrīz ekˈstērēəˌrīz ikˈstērēəˌrīz /






verb













3.
 
exteriorly

 
/ikˈstirēərlē ekˈstirēərlē ekˈstērēərlē ikˈstērēərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin, comparative of 
exter

 ‘outer.’





exterior angle






noun






[Geometry]

 the angle between a side of a rectilinear figure and an adjacent side extended outward.













exterminate

 
/ikˈstərməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy completely




•
 
after exterminating the entire population, the soldiers set fire to the buildings.










2.
 
kill (a pest)




•
 
they use poison to exterminate moles.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exterminator

 
/ikˈstərməˌnādər /






noun













2.
 
exterminatory

 
/ikˈstərmənəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘drive out, banish’): from Latin 
exterminat-

 ‘driven out, banished,’ from the verb 
exterminare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
terminus

 ‘boundary.’ The sense ‘destroy’ (mid 16th cent.) comes from the Latin of the Vulgate.





extermination

 
/ikˌstərməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
killing, especially of a whole group of people or animals




•
 
the near extermination of the buffalo herds.










2.
 
complete destruction.













extern

 
/ˈekstərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person working in but not living in an institution, such as a nonresident doctor or other worker in a hospital.




2.
 
a student participating in a temporary training program in a workplace




•
 
the opportunity to shadow alumni mentors as externs provides students with experience impossible to gain in the classroom




•
 
she worked as a judicial extern for two US federal judges.










3.
 
(in a strictly enclosed order of nuns) a sister who does not live exclusively within the enclosure and goes on outside errands.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘external’): from French 
externe

 or Latin 
externus

 , from 
exter

 ‘outer.’ The word was used by Shakespeare to mean ‘outward appearance’; current senses date from the early 17th cent.






external

 
/ikˈstərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to or forming the outer surface or structure of something




•
 
the external walls.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a medicine or similar substance for use on the outside of the body




•
 
for external application only.










3.
 
coming or derived from a source outside the subject affected




•
 
for many people the church was a symbol of external authority.










4.
 
coming from or relating to a foreign country or an outside institution




•
 
responsibility for defense and external affairs.










5.
 


[Computing]

 (of hardware) not contained in the main computer; peripheral.




6.
 


[Computing]

 (of storage) using a disk or tape drive rather than the main memory.








II.
 
noun

 — (
externals

 )


1.
 
the outward features of something




•
 
the place has all the appropriate externals, such as chimneys choked with ivy and windows with jasmine.










2.
 
features that are only superficial; inessentials.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
exter

 ‘outer.’





external ear






noun




the parts of the ear outside the eardrum, especially the pinna.













externalism

 
/ikˈstərnəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive regard for outward form in religion.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the view that mental events and acts are essentially dependent on the world external to the mind, in opposition to the Cartesian separation of mental and physical worlds.








II.
 
derivatives





externalist






noun, adjective





















externality

 
/ˌekstərˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 


[Economics]

 a side effect or consequence of an industrial or commercial activity that affects other parties without this being reflected in the cost of the goods or services involved, such as the pollination of surrounding crops by bees kept for honey.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the fact of existing outside the perceiving subject.













externalize

 
/ikˈstərnəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be externalized

 )


1.
 
give external existence or form to




•
 
elements of the internal construction were externalized onto the facade.










2.
 
express (a thought or feeling) in words or actions




•
 
an urgent need to externalize the experience.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 project (a mental image or process) onto a figure outside oneself




•
 
such neuroses are externalized as interpersonal conflicts.














II.
 
derivatives





externalization

 
/ikˌstərnəlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















externally

 
/ikˈstərnəlē/






adverb



1.
 
with reference to the outer surface or structure of something; outside




•
 
the antenna should be mounted externally, perhaps on the roof.










2.
 
(used in reference to a medicine or similar substance) on the outside of the body




•
 
the oil is externally applied to treat bruises and rheumatic complaints.










3.
 
used to indicate that something occurs or comes from a source outside the institution, country, or subject affected




•
 
most exam papers are marked externally




•
 
externally funded projects.










4.
 


[Computing]

 using a disk or tape drive rather than the main memory




•
 
all data that has been stored externally will be easy to retrieve.



















externship

 
/ˈekstərnˌSHip/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a temporary training program in a workplace, especially one offered to students as part of a course of study




•
 
students participate in an 8-week externship




•
 
I did my pastry externship at the River Café.




















exteroceptive

 
/ˌekstərōˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to stimuli that are external to an organism.

Compare with interoceptive
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exteroception

 
/-ˈsepSHən /






noun













2.
 
exteroceptivity

 
/-sepˈtivitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably a blend of exterior
 or external
 and receptive
 .






exteroceptor

 
/ˈekstərōˌseptər/






noun






[Physiology]

 a sensory receptor that receives external stimuli.

Compare with interoceptor
 .














extinct

 
/ikˈstiNG(k)t/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a species, family, or other larger group) having no living members




•
 
trilobites and dinosaurs are extinct.










2.
 
no longer in existence




•
 
an extinct language




•
 
the sort of girls' school that is now extinct.










3.
 
(of a volcano) not having erupted in recorded history.




4.
 
no longer burning




•
 
his now extinct pipe.










5.
 
(of a title of nobility) having no qualified claimant.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘no longer alight’): from Latin 
exstinct-

 ‘extinguished,’ from the verb 
exstinguere

 (see extinguish
 ).





extinction

 
/ikˈstiNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or process of a species, family, or larger group being or becoming extinct




•
 
the extinction of the great auk




•
 
mass extinctions.










2.
 
the wiping out of a debt.




3.
 


[Physics]

 reduction in the intensity of light or other radiation as it passes through a medium or object, due to absorption, reflection, and scattering




•
 
ultraviolet extinction.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
exstinctio(n-)

 , from 
exstinguere

 ‘quench’ (see extinguish
 ).






extinguish

 
/ikˈstiNGɡwiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a fire or light) to cease to burn or shine




•
 
firemen were soaking everything to extinguish the blaze.










2.
 
put an end to; annihilate




•
 
hope is extinguished little by little.










3.
 
cancel (a debt) by full payment




•
 
the debt was absolutely extinguished.










4.
 


[Law]

 render (a right or obligation) void




•
 
rights of common pasture were extinguished.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extinguishable

 
/ikˈstiNGɡwiSHəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
extinguishment

 
/ikˈstiNGɡwiSHmənt /






noun




(
 — 

[Law]





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
exstinguere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
stinguere

 ‘quench.’ Compare with distinguish
 .





extinguisher

 
/ikˈstiNGɡwiSHər/






noun




short for fire extinguisher
 .













extirpate

 
/ˈekstərˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
root out and destroy completely




•
 
the use of every legal measure to extirpate this horrible evil from the land.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extirpation

 
/ˌekstərˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
extirpator

 
/ˈekstərˌpādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as 
extirpation

 ): from Latin 
exstirpare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
stirps

 ‘a stem.’





extol

 
/ikˈstōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise enthusiastically




•
 
he 
extolled the virtues of

 the Russian peoples.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extoller

 
/ikˈstōlər /






noun













2.
 
extolment

 
/ikˈstōlmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
extollere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out, upward’ + 
tollere

 ‘raise.’






extort

 
/ikˈstôrt/





I.
 
verb




obtain (something) by force, threats, or other unfair means




•
 
he was convicted of trying to extort $1 million from a developer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extorter






noun













2.
 
extortive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
extort-

 ‘wrested,’ from the verb 
extorquere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





extortion

 
/ikˈstôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the practice of obtaining something, especially money, through force or threats.








II.
 
derivatives





extortioner

 
/ikˈstôrSH(ə)nər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
extortio(n-)

 , from Latin 
extorquere

 ‘wrest’ (see extort
 ).





extortionate

 
/ikˈstôrSH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a price) much too high; exorbitant




•
 
extortionate ticket prices.










2.
 
using or given to extortion




•
 
the extortionate power of the unions.














II.
 
derivatives





extortionately






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
lobster is extortionately expensive here



























extortionist

 
/ikˈstôrSHənist/






noun




a person who tries to obtain something through force or violence; a racketeer




•
 
he is a blackmailer and an extortionist.



















extra

 
/ˈekstrə/





I.
 
adjective




added to an existing or usual amount or number




•
 
an extra thirty-five cents an hour.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a greater extent than usual; especially




•
 
he is trying to be extra good.










2.
 
in addition




•
 
installation will cost about $60 extra.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
an item in addition to what is usual or strictly necessary




•
 
I had an education with all the extras.










2.
 
an item for which an additional charge is made




•
 
the price you pay includes all major charges—there are no hidden extras.










3.
 
a person engaged temporarily to fill out a scene in a movie or play, especially as one of a crowd.




4.
 


‹dated›

 a special issue of a newspaper.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): probably a shortening of extraordinary
 , suggested by similar forms in French and German.






extra-

 
/ˈekstrə/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
outside; beyond




•
 
extracellular




•
 
extraterritorial.










2.
 
beyond the scope of




•
 
extracurricular.

















– origin

 via medieval Latin from Latin 
extra

 ‘outside.’





extra-base hit






noun






[Baseball]

 a base hit that allows a batter to safely reach second base, third base, or home without the benefit of a fielding error; a double, triple, or home run.













extracellular

 
/ˌekstrəˈselyələr/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 situated or taking place outside a cell or cells




•
 
extracellular space in the cortex.














II.
 
derivatives





extracellularly






adverb





















extrachromosomal

 
/ˌekstrəˌkrōməˈsōməl/






adjective






[Biology]

 situated or operating outside the chromosome




•
 
extrachromosomal DNA.



















extraconstitutional

 
/ˌekstrəˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSHənl/






adjective




not based on or authorized by a political constitution




•
 
the dubious legality of extraconstitutional courts.



















extracorporeal

 
/ˌekstrəkôrˈpôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Surgery]

 situated or occurring outside the body.




2.
 


[chiefly Surgery]

 denoting a technique of lithotripsy using shock waves generated externally.














extract





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ikˈstrakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove or take out, especially by effort or force




•
 
the decayed tooth will have to be extracted.










2.
 
obtain (something such as money or an admission) from someone in the face of initial unwillingness




•
 
I won't let you go without trying to 
extract

 a promise 
from

 you.










3.
 
obtain (a substance or resource) from something by a special method




•
 
lead was 
extracted from

 the copper.










4.
 
select (a passage from a piece of writing, music, or film) for quotation, performance, or reproduction




•
 
the table is extracted from the report.










5.
 
derive (an idea or the evidence for it) from a body of information




•
 
the desire to extract meaningful lessons from a few experiments.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 calculate (a root of a number).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈekˌstrakt /



1.
 
a short passage taken from a piece of writing, music, or film




•
 
an extract from a historical film.










2.
 
a preparation containing the active ingredient of a substance in concentrated form




•
 
vanilla extract




•
 
extract of chamomile.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extractability

 
/ikˌstraktəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
extractable

 
/ikˈstraktəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
extract-

 ‘drawn out,’ from the verb 
extrahere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
trahere

 ‘draw.’





extraction

 
/ikˈstrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of taking out something, especially using effort or force




•
 
mineral extraction




•
 
a dental extraction.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — the ethnic origin of someone's family




•
 
a worker of Polish extraction.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
extractio(n-)

 , from Latin 
extrahere

 ‘draw out’ (see extract
 ).





extractive

 
/ikˈstraktiv ekˈstraktiv/






adjective




of or involving extraction, especially the extensive extraction of natural resources without provision for their renewal




•
 
extractive industry.



















extractor

 
/ikˈstraktər/






noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a machine or device used to extract something




•
 
a juice extractor.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a device used to ventilate and remove bad smells from an area




•
 
the engine room's 
extractor fans

 .



















extracurricular

 
/ˌekstrəkəˈrikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an activity at a school or college) pursued in addition to the normal course of study




•
 
extracurricular activities include sports, drama, music, chess.










2.
 


‹often humorous›

 outside the normal routine, especially that provided by a job or marriage




•
 
Harriet's extracurricular sweetheart.














II.
 
derivatives





extracurricularly






adverb





















extraditable

 
/ˌekstrəˈdīdəb(ə)l ˈekstrədīdəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of a crime) making a criminal liable to extradition




•
 
possession of explosives will be an extraditable offense.










2.
 
(of a criminal) liable to extradition.













extradite

 
/ˈekstrəˌdīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hand over (a person accused or convicted of a crime) to the jurisdiction of the foreign state in which the crime was committed




•
 
Greece refused to 
extradite

 him 
to

 Italy.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from extradition
 .






extradition

 
/ˌekstrəˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of extraditing a person accused or convicted of a crime




•
 
they fought to prevent his extradition to the US




•
 
extraditions of drug suspects.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
ex-

 ‘out, from’ + 
tradition

 ‘delivery.’






extrados

 
/ˈekstrəˌdäs/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the upper or outer curve of an arch.

Often contrasted with intrados
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
extra

 ‘outside’ + French 
dos

 ‘back’ (from Latin 
dorsum

 ).





extradural

 
/ˌekstrəˈd(y)o͝orəl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 another term for epidural
 .













extrafloral

 
/ˌekstrəˈflôrəl/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a nectary) situated outside a flower, especially on a leaf or stem.













extragalactic

 
/ˌekstrəɡəˈlaktik/






adjective






[Astronomy]

 situated, occurring, or originating outside the Milky Way galaxy




•
 
extragalactic radio sources.



















extra innings






noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 the continuation of a tie game beyond the usual nine innings.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 any continuation beyond the expected or scheduled time.













extrajudicial

 
/ˌekstrəjo͞oˈdiSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 (of a sentence) not legally authorized




•
 
there have been reports of extrajudicial executions.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a settlement, statement, or confession) not made in court; out-of-court.








II.
 
derivatives





extrajudicially






adverb





















extra large






adjective




of a very large size relative to similar items of the same type




•
 
an extra-large pizza




•
 
the bedrooms are extra large.



















extralegal

 
/ˌekstrəˈlēɡəl/






adjective




(of an action or situation) beyond the authority of the law; not regulated by the law.













extralimital

 
/ˌekstrəˈlimidl/






adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 situated, occurring, or derived from outside a particular area.













extralinguistic

 
/ˌekstrəliNGˈɡwistik/






adjective




not involving or beyond the bounds of language.













extramarital

 
/ˌekstrəˈmerədl/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of sexual relations) occurring outside marriage




•
 
an extramarital affair.














II.
 
derivatives





extramaritally






adverb





















extramundane

 
/ˌekstrəmənˈdān/






adjective






‹rare›

 outside or beyond the physical world.













extramural

 
/ˌekstrəˈmyo͝orəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
outside the walls or boundaries of a town, college, or institution




•
 
extramural researchers.










2.
 
additional to one's work or course of study and typically not connected with it




•
 
extramural activities.














II.
 
derivatives





extramurally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
extra muros

 ‘outside the walls’ + -al
 .





extraneous

 
/ikˈstrānēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
irrelevant or unrelated to the subject being dealt with




•
 
one is obliged to wade through many pages of extraneous material.










2.
 
of external origin




•
 
when the transmitter pack is turned off, no extraneous noise is heard.










3.
 
separate from the object to which it is attached




•
 
other insects attach extraneous objects or material to themselves.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extraneously

 
/ikˈstrānēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
extraneousness

 
/ikˈstrānēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
extraneus

 + -ous
 .





extranet

 
/ˈekstrəˌnet/





I.
 
noun




an intranet that can be partially accessed by authorized outside users, enabling businesses to exchange information over the Internet securely.











– origin

 1990s: from 
extra-

 ‘outside’ + 
net

 , by analogy with 
intranet

 .





extranuclear

 
/ˌekstrəˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective



1.
 
situated in or affecting parts of a cell outside the nucleus.




2.
 
situated or occurring outside the nucleus of an atom.













extraocular muscle

 
/ˌekstrəˌäkyələr ˈməs(ə)l/






noun




each of six small voluntary muscles controlling movement of the eyeball within the socket.













extraordinaire

 
/ikstrôrdiˈner/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 outstanding or remarkable in a particular capacity




•
 
memories of a gardener extraordinaire.

















– origin

 1940s: French, ‘extraordinary.’





extraordinarily

 
/ikˈstrôrdnˌerəlē ekˈstrôrdnˌerəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very unusual or remarkable way




•
 
he was able to show us how people can behave extraordinarily




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
extraordinarily, he escaped with a scratch.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a remarkable degree; extremely




•
 
he did a good job in extraordinarily difficult circumstances




•
 
it is a simple story, extraordinarily well told.




















extraordinary

 
/ikˈstrôrd(ə)nˌerē ˌekstrəˈôrdnˌerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very unusual or remarkable




•
 
the extraordinary plumage of the male




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is extraordinary that no consultation took place.










2.
 
unusually great




•
 
young children need extraordinary amounts of attention.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a meeting) specially convened




•
 
an extraordinary session of the Congress.










4.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — (of an official) additional; specially employed




•
 
his appointment as Ambassador Extraordinary in London.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
extraordinaries

 )


1.
 
an item in a company's accounts not arising from its normal activities.

Compare with exceptional
 .








III.
 
derivatives





extraordinariness

 
/ikˈstrôrdnˌerēnəs ekˈstrôrdnˌerēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
extraordinarius

 , from 
extra ordinem

 ‘outside the normal course of events.’





extraordinary ray






noun






[Optics]

 (in double refraction) the light ray that does not obey the ordinary laws of refraction.

Compare with ordinary ray
 .














extra point






noun






[Football]

 a point awarded for a successful placekick following a touchdown.point after touchdown
 .













extrapolate

 
/ikˈstrapəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend the application of (a method or conclusion, especially one based on statistics) to an unknown situation by assuming that existing trends will continue or similar methods will be applicable




•
 
the results cannot be extrapolated to other patient groups




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
it is always dangerous to 
extrapolate from

 a sample.










2.
 
estimate or conclude (something) by extrapolating




•
 
attempts to extrapolate likely human cancers from laboratory studies.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 extend (a graph, curve, or range of values) by inferring unknown values from trends in the known data


(as 
adj.

 
extrapolated

 )


•
 
a set of extrapolated values.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extrapolative

 
/-ˌlātiv /






adjective













2.
 
extrapolator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from extra-
 ‘outside’ + a shortened form of interpolate
 .





extrapolation

 
/ikˌstrapəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of estimating or concluding something by assuming that existing trends will continue or a current method will remain applicable




•
 
sizes were estimated by extrapolation




•
 
caution is advised in the interpretation and extrapolation of results




•
 
the figure is an extrapolation from prior data.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the extension of a graph, curve, or range of values by inferring unknown values from trends in the known data




•
 
extrapolation of the logarithmic curve yielded an estimate of 66 species.



















extraposition

 
/ˌekstrəpəˈziSHən/






noun






[Grammar]

 the placing of a word or group of words outside or at the end of a clause, while retaining the sense. The subject is often postponed and replaced by 
it

 at the start, as in 
it's no use crying over spilt milk

 rather than 
crying over spilt milk is no use

 .













extrapyramidal

 
/ˌekstrəpəˈramidl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting nerves concerned with motor activity that descend from the cortex to the spine and are not part of the pyramidal system




•
 
extrapyramidal symptoms.



















extrasensory perception

 
/ˌekstrəˌsensərē pərˈsepSH(ə)n /

 
ESP






noun




the faculty of perceiving things by means other than the known senses, e.g., by telepathy or clairvoyance.













extrasolar

 
/ˌekstrəˈsōlər/






adjective




existing or occurring outside the solar system




•
 
extrasolar planets.



















extra special






adjective




particularly good or significant




•
 
today's celebrations are extra special as they mark the centennial




•
 
this year he got his mother an extra-special gift.




















extrasystole

 
/ˌekstrəˈsistəlē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a heartbeat outside the normal rhythm, as often occurs in normal individuals.













extraterrestrial

 
/ˌekstrətəˈrestrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or from outside the earth or its atmosphere




•
 
searches for extraterrestrial intelligence.














II.
 
noun




a hypothetical or fictional being from outer space, especially an intelligent one.













extraterritorial

 
/ˌekstrəˌterəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a law or decree) valid outside a country's territory.




2.
 
denoting the freedom of an ambassador or other embassy staff from the jurisdiction of the territory of residence




•
 
foreign embassies have extraterritorial rights.










3.
 
situated outside a country's territory




•
 
extraterritorial industrial zones.














II.
 
derivatives





extraterritoriality

 
/ˌekstrəˌterəˌtôrēˈalədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
extra territorium

 ‘outside the territory’ + -al
 .





extratropical

 
/ˌekstrəˈträpikəl/






adjective






[chiefly Meteorology]

 situated, existing, or occurring outside the tropics.













extrauterine

 
/ˌekstrəˈyo͞otərin/






adjective






[Medicine]

 existing, formed, or occurring outside the uterus




•
 
the first hour of extrauterine life.



















extravagance

 
/ikˈstravəɡəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of restraint in spending money or use of resources




•
 
his reckless extravagance with other people's money.










2.
 
a thing on which too much money has been spent or which has used up too many resources




•
 
salmon trout is an unnecessary extravagance.










3.
 
excessive elaborateness of style, speech, or action




•
 
the extravagance of the decor.














II.
 
derivatives





extravagancy

 
/ikˈstravəɡ(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
extravagant-

 ‘diverging greatly,’ from the verb 
extravagari

 (see extravagant
 ).






extravagant

 
/ikˈstravəɡənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking restraint in spending money or using resources




•
 
it was rather extravagant to buy both.










2.
 
costing too much money




•
 
extravagant gifts like computer games.










3.
 
exceeding what is reasonable or appropriate; absurd




•
 
extravagant claims for its effectiveness.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘unusual, abnormal, unsuitable’): from medieval Latin 
extravagant-

 ‘diverging greatly,’ from the verb 
extravagari

 , from Latin 
extra-

 ‘outside’ + 
vagari

 ‘wander.’





extravagantly

 
/ikˈstravəɡəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
with a lack of restraint in spending money or using resources




•
 
he lived extravagantly and fell deeply into debt.










2.
 
in an excessive or elaborate way




•
 
extravagantly decorated ceilings painted with stars and angels.










3.
 
to a large degree and with extreme feeling




•
 
as a child, Mozart was extravagantly praised




•
 
he was extravagantly admired for his versatility.



















extravaganza

 
/ikˌstravəˈɡanzə/





I.
 
noun




an elaborate and spectacular entertainment or production




•
 
an extravaganza of dance in many forms.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘extravagance in language or behavior’): from Italian 
estravaganza

 ‘extravagance.’ The change was due to association with words beginning with extra-
 .





extravasate

 
/ikˈstravəˌsāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
extravasated

 )


1.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 let or force out (a fluid, especially blood) from the vessel that naturally contains it into the surrounding area.








II.
 
derivatives





extravasation

 
/ikˌstravəˈsāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from extra-
 ‘outside’ + Latin 
vas

 ‘vessel’ + -ate
 3
 .





extravascular

 
/ˌekstrəˈvaskyələr/






adjective






[Medicine]

 situated or occurring outside the vascular system




•
 
extravascular fluid.



















extravehicular

 
/ˌekstrəvēˈhikyələr/






adjective




of or relating to an activity performed in space outside a spacecraft.













extra virgin






adjective




denoting a particularly fine grade of olive oil made from the first pressing of the olives and containing a maximum of one percent oleic acid.













extrema

 
/ikˈstrēmə/






plural form of extremum
 .










extreme

 
/ikˈstrēm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
reaching a high or the highest degree; very great




•
 
extreme cold.










2.
 
not usual; exceptional




•
 
in extreme cases the soldier may be discharged.










3.
 
very severe or serious




•
 
expulsion is an extreme sanction.










4.
 
(of a person or their opinions) advocating severe or drastic measures; far from moderate, especially politically




•
 
the party has expelled some of its more extreme members.










5.
 
denoting or relating to a sport performed in a hazardous environment and involving great physical risk, such as parachuting or whitewater rafting.




6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — furthest from the center or a given point; outermost




•
 
the extreme northwest of Scotland.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
either of two abstract things that are as different from each other as possible




•
 
unbridled talk at one extreme and total silence at the other.










2.
 
the highest or most extreme degree of something




•
 
extremes of temperature.










3.
 
a very severe or serious act




•
 
he was unwilling to go to the extreme of civil war.










4.
 


[Logic]

 the subject or predicate in a proposition, or the major or minor term in a syllogism (as contrasted with the middle term).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
extremes meet








‹proverb›

 opposite extremes have much in common.









2.
 
go (or take something) to extremes






take an extreme course of action; do something to an extreme degree




•
 
we may go to extremes to find peace and quiet.















3.
 
in the extreme






to an extreme degree




•
 
the reasoning was convoluted in the extreme.


















IV.
 
derivatives





extremeness

 
/ikˈstrēmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
extremus

 ‘outermost, utmost,’ superlative of 
exterus

 ‘outer.’





extremely

 
/ikˈstrēmlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to a very great degree; very




•
 
this is an extremely difficult thing to do.




















extreme unction






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a former name for the sacrament of anointing of the sick, especially when administered to the dying.













extremism

 
/ikˈstrēˌmizəm/






noun




the holding of extreme political or religious views; fanaticism




•
 
the dangers of religious extremism.



















extremist

 
/ikˈstrēməst/






noun




a person who holds extreme or fanatical political or religious views, especially one who resorts to or advocates extreme action




•
 
political extremists




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an extremist conspiracy.



















extremity

 
/ikˈstremədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the furthest point or limit of something




•
 
the peninsula's western extremity.










2.
 
(
extremities

 )
 — the hands and feet




•
 
tingling and numbness in the extremities.










3.
 
the extreme degree or nature of something




•
 
the extremity of the violence concerns us.










4.
 
a condition of extreme adversity or difficulty




•
 
the terror of an animal 
in extremity

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
extremite

 or Latin 
extremitas

 , from 
extremus

 ‘utmost’ (see extreme
 ).





extremophile

 
/ekˈstreməˌfīl/






noun






[Biology]

 a microorganism, especially an archaean, that lives in conditions of extreme temperature, acidity, alkalinity, or chemical concentration.














extremum

 
/ikˈstrēməm/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the maximum or minimum value of a function.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
extremus

 ‘utmost’ (see extreme
 ).






extricate

 
/ˈekstrəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free (someone or something) from a constraint or difficulty




•
 
he was trying to 
extricate

 himself 
from

 official duties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extricable

 
/ikˈstrikəbəl ekˈstrikəbəl ˈekstrikəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
extrication

 
/ˌekstrəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘unravel, untangle’): from Latin 
extricat-

 ‘unraveled,’ from the verb 
extricare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
tricae

 ‘perplexities.’





extrinsic

 
/ikˈstrinzik ikˈstrinsik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not part of the essential nature of someone or something; coming or operating from outside




•
 
extrinsic factors that might affect time budgets




•
 
the idea that power is 
extrinsic to

 production and profits.










2.
 
(of a muscle, such as any of the eye muscles) having its origin some distance from the part that it moves.








II.
 
derivatives





extrinsically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘outward’): from late Latin 
extrinsecus

 ‘outward,’ from Latin 
extrinsecus

 ‘outwardly,’ based on 
exter

 ‘outer’; the ending was altered under the influence of -ic
 .





extropy

 
/ˈekstrəpē/





I.
 
noun




the pseudoscientific principle that life will expand indefinitely and in an orderly, progressive way throughout the entire universe by the means of human intelligence and technology.








II.
 
derivatives





extropian

 
/ekˈstrōpēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1980s: from ex-
 1
 ‘out’ + a shortened form of entropy
 .






extrorse

 
/ekˈstrôrs ˈekˌstrôrs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 turned outward.

The opposite of introrse
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of anthers) releasing their pollen on the outside of the flower.








II.
 
derivatives





extrorsely






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
extrorsus

 ‘outward’ (adverb).






extrovert

 
/ˈekstrəˌvərt /

 
extravert





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outgoing, overtly expressive person.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 a person predominantly concerned with external things or objective considerations.

Compare with introvert
 .








II.
 
adjective




of, denoting, or typical of an extrovert




•
 
his extrovert personality made him the ideal host.














III.
 
derivatives





extroversion

 
/ˌekstrəˈvərZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
extro-

 (variant of extra-
 , on the pattern of 
intro-

 ) + Latin 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’ / 
usage:

 The original spelling 
extravert

 is now rare in general use but is found in technical use in psychology.





extroverted

 
/ˈekstrəˌvərdəd /

 
extraverted






adjective




outgoing and socially confident




•
 
she is extroverted, confident, and gives rousing lectures




•
 
Margaret possesses a gregarious, extraverted personality.




















extrude

 
/ikˈstro͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be extruded

 )


1.
 
thrust or force out




•
 
lava was being extruded from the volcano.










2.
 
shape (a material such as metal or plastic) by forcing it through a die.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
extrudable






adjective













2.
 
extrusile

 
/ikˈstro͞osəl, -ˌsīl /






adjective













3.
 
extrusion

 
/ikˈstro͝oZHn ekˈstro͞oZHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
extrudere

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
trudere

 ‘to thrust.’





extrusive

 
/ikˈstro͞osiv/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting rock that has been extruded at the earth's surface as lava or other volcanic deposits.













exuberance

 
/iɡˈzo͞ob(ə)rəns/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being full of energy, excitement, and cheerfulness; ebullience




•
 
a sense of youthful exuberance.










2.
 
the quality of growing profusely; luxuriance




•
 
houseplants growing with wild exuberance.



















exuberant

 
/iɡˈzo͞ob(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
filled with or characterized by a lively energy and excitement




•
 
giddily exuberant crowds




•
 
flamboyant and exuberant architectural invention.










2.
 
growing luxuriantly or profusely




•
 
exuberant foliage.














II.
 
derivatives





exuberantly

 
/iɡˈzo͞ob(ə)rəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘overflowing, abounding’): from French 
exubérant

 , from Latin 
exuberant-

 ‘being abundantly fruitful,’ from the verb 
exuberare

 (based on 
uber

 ‘fertile’).





exudate

 
/ˈeksədāt ˈeksyo͞oˌdāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exuded substance, in particular




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a mass of cells and fluid that has seeped out of blood vessels or an organ, especially in inflammation.




3.
 


[Botany]

 
[Entomology]

 a substance secreted by a plant or insect.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
exsudat-

 ‘exuded,’ from the verb 
exsudare

 .





exude

 
/iɡˈzo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge (moisture or a smell) slowly and steadily




•
 
the beetle exudes a caustic liquid.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of moisture or a smell) be discharged by something slowly and steadily




•
 
slime 
exudes from

 the fungus.










3.
 
(of a person) display (an emotion or quality) strongly and openly




•
 
Mr. Thomas exuded friendship and goodwill.










4.
 
(of a place) have a strong atmosphere of




•
 
the building exudes an air of tranquility.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exudation

 
/ˌeksyo͞oˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
exudative

 
/ˈeksyo͞oˌdādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
exsudare

 , from 
ex-

 ‘out’ + 
sudare

 ‘to sweat.’





exult

 
/iɡˈzəlt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show or feel elation or jubilation, especially as the result of a success




•
 


exulting in

 her escape, Annie closed the door behind her.














II.
 
derivatives





exultingly

 
/iɡˈzəltiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
exsultare

 , frequentative of 
exsilire

 ‘leap up,’ from 
ex-

 ‘out, upward’ + 
salire

 ‘to leap.’





exultant

 
/iɡˈzəltnt/





I.
 
adjective




triumphantly happy




•
 
she felt exultant and powerful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exultancy

 
/-ˈzəltnsē /






noun













2.
 
exultantly

 
/iɡˈzəltntlē eɡˈzəltntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
exsultant-

 ‘exulting,’ from the verb 
exsultare

 .





exultation

 
/ˌeksəlˈtāSH(ə)n ˌeɡzəlˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




a feeling of triumphant elation or jubilation; rejoicing




•
 
she laughs in exultation.



















Exuma Cays

 
/ikˈso͞omə ˈkēz, iɡˈzo͞omə/






a group of about 350 small islands in the Bahamas.










exurb

 
/ˈeksərb ˈeɡzərb/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a district outside a city, especially a prosperous area beyond the suburbs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
exurban

 
/ekˈsərbən /






adjective













2.
 
exurbanite

 
/ekˈsərbəˌnīt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 1955: coined by A. C. Spectorsky (1919–72), American author and editor, either from Latin 
ex

 ‘out of’ + 
urbs

 ‘city,’ or as a back-formation from the earlier adjective 
exurban

 .





exurbia

 
/ekˈsərbēə eɡˈzərbēə/





I.
 
noun




the exurbs collectively; the region beyond the suburbs.











– origin

 1955: from ex-
 1
 ‘out of’ + 
-urbia

 , on the pattern of 
suburbia

 . See exurb
 .






exuviae

 
/iɡˈzo͞ovēˌē iɡˈzo͞ovēˌī/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 an animal's cast or sloughed skin, especially that of an insect larva.








II.
 
derivatives





exuvial

 
/iɡˈzo͞ovēəl eɡˈzo͞ovēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘animal skins, spoils of the enemy,’ from 
exuere

 ‘divest oneself of.’





exuviate

 
/iɡˈzo͞ovēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 shed (a skin or shell).








II.
 
derivatives





exuviation

 
/iɡˌzo͞ovēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from exuviae
 + -ate
 3
 .





ex-voto

 
/ˌeksˈvōdō/





I.
 
noun




a religious offering given in order to fulfill a vow.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
ex voto

 ‘from a vow.’





ex-wife






noun




a woman to whom someone was formerly married, from whom they are now divorced.













-ey






suffix




variant spelling of -y
 2
 (as in 
Charley

 , 
Limey

 ).













eyas

 
/ˈīəs /

 
eyass





I.
 
noun




a young hawk, especially (in falconry) an unfledged nestling taken from the nest for training.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally 
nyas

 ): from French 
niais

 , based on Latin 
nidus

 ‘nest.’ The initial 
n

 was lost by wrong division of 
a nyas

 ; compare with adder
 , apron
 , and umpire
 .






eye

 
/ī/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
each of a pair of globular organs in the head through which people and vertebrate animals see, the visible part typically appearing almond-shaped in animals with eyelids




•
 
my cat is blind in one eye




•
 
closing her eyes, she tried to relax.










b.
 
the corresponding visual or light-detecting organ of many invertebrate animals.




c.
 
the region of the face surrounding the eyes




•
 
her eyes were swollen with crying.










d.
 
a person's eye as characterized by the color of the iris




•
 
he had piercing blue eyes.










e.
 
used to refer to someone's power of vision and in descriptions of the manner or direction of someone's gaze




•
 
his sharp eyes had missed nothing




•
 
I couldn't take my eyes off him.










f.
 
used to refer to someone's opinion or attitude toward something




•
 


in the eyes of

 his younger colleagues, Mr. Arnett was an eccentric




•
 


to

 European 
eyes

 , it may seem that the city is overcrowded.











The basic components of the vertebrate eye are a transparent cornea, an adjustable iris, a lens for focusing, a sensitive retina lining the back of the eye, and a clear fluid- or jelly-filled center. The most primitive animals only have one or two eyespots, while many other invertebrates have several simple eyes or a pair of compound eyes.




2.
 
a thing resembling an eye in appearance, shape, or relative position, in particular




3.
 
the small hole in a needle through which the thread is passed.




4.
 
a small metal loop into which a hook is fitted as a fastener on a garment.

See also hook and eye
 .




5.
 


[Nautical]

 a loop at the end of a rope, especially one at the top end of a shroud or stay.




6.
 
a rounded eyelike marking on an animal, such as those on the tail of a peacock; an eyespot.




7.
 
a round, dark spot on a potato from which a new shoot can grow.




8.
 


(US)

 a center cut of meat




•
 
eye of round.










9.
 
the center of a flower, especially when distinctively colored.




10.
 
the calm region at the center of a storm or hurricane.

See also the eye of the storm
 below.




11.
 
(
eyes

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 the extreme forward part of a ship




•
 
it was hanging in 
the eyes of

 the ship.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look at or watch closely or with interest




•
 
Rose eyed him warily.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all eyes






used to convey that a particular person or thing is currently the focus of public interest or attention




•
 


all eyes are on

 the hot spots of eastern Europe.















2.
 
be all eyes






be watching eagerly and attentively.









3.
 
before (or under) one's (very) eyes






right in front of one (used for emphasis, especially in the context of something surprising or unpleasant)




•
 
he saw his life's work destroyed before his very eyes.















4.
 
close (or shut) one's eyes to






refuse to notice or acknowledge something unwelcome or unpleasant




•
 
he couldn't close his eyes to the truth—he had cancer.















5.
 
an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth






used to refer to the belief that punishment in kind is the appropriate way to deal with an offense or crime.

[with biblical allusion to Exod. 21: 24.]









6.
 
the eye of the storm





a.
 
the calm region at the center of a storm.




b.
 
the most intense part of a tumultuous situation




•
 
he was 
in the eye of the storm

 of abstract art.















7.
 
the eye of the wind






(also 
the wind's eye

 )
 — the direction from which the wind is blowing.









8.
 
eyes front (or left or right)






a military command to turn the head in the particular direction stated.









9.
 
a ——'s-eye view






a view from the position or standpoint of a ——




•
 
a satellite's-eye view of global warming.







See also bird's-eye view
 , worm's-eye view
 .









10.
 
give someone the eye








‹informal›

 look at someone in a way that clearly indicates one's sexual interest in them




•
 
this blonde was giving me the eye.















11.
 
half an eye






used in reference to a slight degree of perception or attention




•
 
he kept 
half an eye on

 the house as he worked.















12.
 
have an eye for






be able to recognize, appreciate, and make good judgments about




•
 
applicants should have an eye for detail.















13.
 
have (or keep) an (or one's) eye on





a.
 
keep under careful observation




•
 
dealers are keeping an eye on the currency markets.










b.
 
(
have one's eye on

 )
 — hope or plan to acquire




•
 
the county sheriff has his eye on retirement.















14.
 
have (or with) an eye to





a.
 
have (or having) as one's objective




•
 
with an eye to transatlantic business, he made a deal in New York.










b.
 
consider (or be considering) prudently; look (or be looking) ahead to




•
 
the charity must have an eye to the future.















15.
 
have (or with) an eye to (or for or on) the main chance






look or be looking for an opportunity to take advantage of a situation for personal gain, typically a financial one




•
 
a developer with an eye on the main chance.















16.
 
one's eyes are bigger than one's stomach






one has asked for or taken more food than one can actually eat.









17.
 
(only) have eyes for






be (exclusively) interested in or attracted to




•
 
he has eyes for no one but you.















18.
 
have eyes in the back of one's head






know what is going on around one even when one cannot see it.









19.
 
hit someone between the eyes (or in the eye)








‹informal›

 be very obvious or impressive




•
 
he wouldn't notice talent if it hit him right between the eyes.















20.
 
keep an eye out (or open)






look out for something with particular attention




•
 


keep an eye out for

 his car.















21.
 skinned) ">
keep one's eyes open (or peeled skinned)






be on the alert; watch carefully or vigilantly for something




•
 
visitors should 
keep their eyes peeled for

 lions.















22.
 
lay (or set or clap) eyes on








‹informal›

 see




•
 
Harry has not laid eyes on Alice for twenty years.















23.
 
make eyes at someone






look at someone in a way that indicates one's sexual interest.









24.
 
my eye








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used especially in spoken English to indicate surprise or disbelief.

[said to be originally nautical slang.]









25.
 
open someone's eyes






enlighten someone about certain realities; cause someone to realize or discover something




•
 
the letter finally 
opened my eyes to

 the truth.















26.
 
see eye to eye






have similar views or attitudes to something; be in full agreement




•
 
Mr. Trumble and I do not always see eye to eye.















27.
 
a twinkle (or gleam) in someone's eye






something that is as yet no more than an idea or dream




•
 
not every gleam in a grocer's eye becomes a store.















28.
 
what the eye doesn't see, the heart doesn't grieve over








‹proverb›

 if you're unaware of an unpleasant fact or situation, you can't be troubled by it.









29.
 
with one's eyes open

 
with open eyes






fully aware of the possible difficulties or consequences




•
 
I went into this job with my eyes open.















30.
 
with one's eyes shut (or closed)





a.
 
without having to make much effort; easily




•
 
I could do it with my eyes shut.










b.
 
without considering the possible difficulties or consequences




•
 
she didn't go to Hollywood with her eyes closed.















31.
 
with one eye on






giving some but not all one's attention to




•
 
I sat with one eye on the clock, waiting for my turn.


















IV.
 
derivatives





eyeless

 
/ˈīləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ēage

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
oog

 and German 
Auge

 .





eyeball

 
/ˈīˌbôl/





I.
 
noun




the round part of the eye of a vertebrate, within the eyelids and socket. In mammals it is typically a firm, mobile, spherical structure enclosed by the sclera and the cornea.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 look or stare at closely




•
 
we eyeballed one another.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
eyeball to eyeball






face to face with someone, especially in an aggressive way




•
 
he wheeled around to confront John eyeball to eyeball.















2.
 
give someone the hairy eyeball








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 stare at someone disapprovingly or angrily, especially with one's eyelids partially lowered.









3.
 
up to one's eyeballs








‹informal›

 used to emphasize the extreme degree of an undesirable situation or condition




•
 
he's 
up to his eyeballs

 in debt.























eyeblack

 
/ˈīblak/






noun




old-fashioned term for mascara
 .













eyebolt

 
/ˈībōlt/






noun




a bolt or bar with an eye at the end for attaching a hook or ring to.













eyebright

 
/ˈībrīt/






noun




a small plant of the figwort family with little snapdragonlike flowers. Found in dry fields and along roadsides, it was formerly used as a remedy for eye problems.

[Genus 
Euphrasia

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the European 
E. officinalis

 and the North American 
E. americana

 .]














eyebrow

 
/ˈīˌbrou/





I.
 
noun




the strip of hair growing on the ridge above a person's eye socket.








II.
 
phrases





raise one's eyebrows (or an eyebrow)






show surprise, disbelief, or mild disapproval.

















eyebrow pencil

 
/ˈīˌbrou ˈpensəl/






noun




a cosmetic pencil for defining or accentuating the eyebrows.













eye candy

 
/ī ˈkandē/






noun






‹informal›

 visual images that are superficially attractive and entertaining but intellectually undemanding




•
 
the film's success rested on a promotional campaign showcasing its relentless eye candy.



















eye-catching

 
/ˈī ˌkaCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




immediately appealing or noticeable; striking




•
 
an eye-catching poster.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
eye-catcher






noun













2.
 
eye-catchingly






adverb





















eye contact

 
/ˈī ˌkäntakt/






noun




the act of looking directly into one another's eyes




•
 


make eye contact

 with your interviewers.



















eyecup

 
/ˈīˌkəp/






noun



1.
 
a piece of an optical device such as a microscope, camera, or pair of binoculars that is contoured to provide a comfortable rest against the user's eye.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small container used for applying cleansing solutions to the eye.













eyed

 
/īd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having eyes of the type or number specified




•
 
a blue-eyed blonde




•
 
a one-eyed cat




•
 
Wendy woke up bleary-eyed.




















eye drops

 
/ˈī ˌdräps/






plural noun




liquid medication to be applied in very small amounts to the eyeball.













eyeful

 
/ˈīˌfo͝ol/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a long, steady look at something




•
 
they wanted to get an eyeful of Lily.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a visually striking person or thing




•
 
she was quite an eyeful.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a quantity or piece of something thrown or blown into the eye




•
 
an 
eyeful of

 fluid.




















eyeglass

 
/ˈīˌɡlas/






noun



1.
 
a single lens for correcting or assisting defective eyesight, especially a monocle.




2.
 
(
eyeglasses

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 another term for glasses
 .




3.
 
another term for eyepiece
 .













eyehole

 
/ˈīhōl/






noun




a hole to look through, especially in a curtain or mask.













eyelash

 
/ˈīˌlaSH/






noun




each of the short curved hairs growing on the edges of the eyelids, serving to protect the eyes from dust particles.













eyelet

 
/ˈīlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round hole in leather or cloth for threading a lace, string, or rope through.




2.
 
a metal ring used to reinforce an eyelet hole.




3.
 
a small hole ornamented with stitching around its edge, used as a form of decoration in embroidery.




4.
 
a small hole or slit in a wall for looking through.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make eyelets in (fabric).











– origin

 late Middle English 
oilet

 , from Old French 
oillet

 , diminutive of 
oil

 ‘eye,’ from Latin 
oculus

 . The change in the first syllable in the 17th cent. was due to association with eye
 .





eye level

 
/ˈī ˌlevəl/






noun




the level of the eyes looking straight ahead




•
 
pictures hung at eye level.



















eyelid

 
/ˈīˌlid/






noun




each of the upper and lower folds of skin that cover the eye when closed.














eyeliner

 
/ˈīˌlīnər/






noun




a cosmetic applied as a line around the eyes to make them appear larger or more noticeable.













eye-opener

 
/ˈī ˌōp(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an event or situation that proves to be unexpectedly enlightening




•
 
a visit to the docks can be a fascinating eye-opener.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an alcoholic drink taken early in the day.













eye-opening






adjective




(of an event or situation) unexpectedly enlightening




•
 
this documentary should be an eye-opening experience to all.



















eyepatch

 
/ˈīˌpaCH/






noun




a patch worn to protect an injured eye.













eye pencil

 
/ī ˈpensəl/






noun




a pencil for applying makeup around the eyes.














eyepiece

 
/ˈīˌpēs/






noun




the lens or group of lenses that is closest to the eye in a microscope, telescope, or other optical instrument.

Also called eyeglass
 or ocular
 .













eye-popping

 
/ˈīpäpiNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 astonishingly or strikingly impressive




•
 
the company has doubled its assets to an eye-popping $113 billion.




















eye rhyme

 
/ī rīm/






noun




a similarity between words in spelling but not in pronunciation, e.g., 
love

 and 
move

 .













eye-rolling





I.
 
noun




the action of rolling one's eyes, typically as an expression of exasperation, disbelief, or disapproval




•
 
there's been plenty of eye-rolling and head-shaking over the pronouncements.














II.
 
adjective




causing someone to roll their eyes in exasperation, disbelief, or disapproval




•
 
the lines are delivered with eye-rolling attempts at whimsy and satire.














III.
 
derivatives





eye-rollingly






adverb





















eyeshade

 
/ˈīˌSHād/






noun




a translucent visor used to protect the eyes from strong light.














eyeshadow

 
/ˈīˌSHadō/






noun




a colored cosmetic, typically in powder form, applied to the eyelids or to the skin around the eyes to accentuate them.













eyeshot

 
/ˈīˌSHät/






noun




the distance for which one can see




•
 
he is 
within eyeshot

 .



















eyesight

 
/ˈīˌsīt/






noun




a person's ability to see




•
 
poor eyesight ended his plans for a naval career.



















eye socket

 
/ˈī ˌsäkət/






noun




the cavity in the skull that encloses an eyeball with its surrounding muscles.

Also called orbit
 .













eyes-only






adjective




intended to be seen or read only by the person addressed; confidential, secret




•
 
a top-secret, eyes-only telegram for the president.




•
 
this information is eyes-only to you.



















eyesore

 
/ˈīsôr/






noun




a thing that is very ugly, especially a building that disfigures a landscape.













eye splice

 
/ī splīs/






noun




a splice made by turning the end of a rope back on itself and interlacing the strands, thereby forming a loop.













eyespot

 
/ˈīspät/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a light-sensitive pigmented spot on the bodies of invertebrate animals such as flatworms, starfishes, and microscopic crustaceans, and also in some unicellular organisms.




2.
 
a rounded eyelike marking on an animal, especially on the wing of a butterfly or moth.




3.
 
a fungal disease of cereals, sugar cane, and other cultivated grasses, characterized by yellowish oval spots on the leaves and stems.

[The fungus is typically 
Pseudocercosporella herpotrichoides

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]













eyestalk

 
/ˈīˌstôk/






noun






[Zoology]

 a movable stalk that bears an eye near its tip, especially in crabs, shrimps, and related crustaceans, and in some mollusks.













eye strain

 
/ˈī ˌstrān/






noun




fatigue of the eyes, such as that caused by reading or looking at a computer screen for too long.













eyestripe

 
/ˈīˌstrīp/






noun




a stripe on a bird's head that encloses or appears to run through the eye.













eyetooth

 
/ˈīto͞oTH/





I.
 
noun




a canine tooth, especially one in the upper jaw.








II.
 
phrases





give one's eyeteeth for (or to be)






do anything in order to have or be something




•
 
I'd give my eyeteeth for a lover.
























eye tracking






noun




a technology that monitors eye movements as a means of detecting abnormalities or of studying how people interact with text or online documents




•
 
a company that uses eye tracking to evaluate visual products.



















eye wall






noun






[Meteorology]

 the area immediately outside the eye of a hurricane or cyclone, associated with tall clouds, heavy rainfall, and high winds.













eyewash

 
/ˈīˌwôSH ˈīˌwäSH/






noun



1.
 
cleansing solution for a person's eye.




2.
 


‹informal›

 insincere talk; nonsense




•
 
their rhetoric about reducing intrusive federal rules is so much eyewash.



















eyewear

 
/ˈīwer/






noun




things worn on the eyes, such as spectacles and contact lenses.













eyewitness

 
/ˈīˌwitnəs/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person who has personally seen something happen and so can give a first-hand description of it




•
 


eyewitness accounts

 of the London blitz.



















eye worm






noun




either of two parasitic nematode worms that affect the eyes of mammals.

[● a filarial worm of equatorial Africa, infesting humans and other primates, causing loiasis and sometimes passing across the cornea (
Loa loa

 , class 
Phasmida

 ). ● a nematode that occurs in the region of the eyelid and tear duct, found chiefly in hoofed mammals (genus 
Thelazia

 , class 
Phasmida

 ).]













eyra

 
/ˈārə/





I.
 
noun




a reddish-brown form of the jaguarundi.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, from Tupi 
eirara

 , 
irara

 .





eyre

 
/er/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a circuit court held in medieval England by a judge (a 
justice in eyre

 ) who rode from county to county for that purpose.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
eire

 , from Latin 
iter

 ‘journey.’





Eyre, Lake

 
/e(ə)r/





I.
 
a lake in northeastern South Australia, in southern Australia, the country's largest salt lake.







– origin

 named after explorer E. J. Eyre (1815–1901).






eyrir

 
/ˈārir/






noun




a monetary unit of Iceland, equal to one hundredth of a krona.













Eysenck, Hans

 
/ˈīsəNGk/






(1916–97), British psychologist; born in Germany; full name 
Hans Jürgen Eysenck

 . He was noted for his strong criticism of Freudian psychoanalysis and for his ideas concerning the assessment of intelligence and personality.









Ezekiel

 
/əˈzēkēəl/





I.
 
a Hebrew prophet of the 6th century 
BC

 who prophesied the forthcoming destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish nation and inspired hope for the future well-being of a restored state.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Ezekiel.









e-zine

 
/ˈēzēn/






noun




a magazine published only in electronic form on a computer network.













Ezra

 
/ˈezrə/





I.
 
a Jewish priest and scribe who played a central part in the reform of Judaism in the 5th or 4th century 
BC

 , continuing the work of Nehemiah and forbidding mixed marriages.




II.
 
a book of the Bible telling of Ezra, the return of the Jews from Babylon, and the rebuilding of the Temple.









f

 
/ef/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
farad.




2.
 
farthing.




3.
 
father.




4.
 
fathom.




5.
 
feet.




6.
 


[Grammar]

 feminine.




7.
 
female.




8.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) femto- (1015
 ).




9.
 
filly.




10.
 
fine.




11.
 
(in textual references) folio.




12.
 
following.




13.
 
foot.




14.
 
form.




15.
 


[Music]

 forte.




16.
 
(in racing results) furlong(s).




17.
 
franc.




18.
 
from.




19.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting electrons and orbitals possessing three units of angular momentum




•
 
f-orbitals.







[
f

 from 
fundamental

 , originally applied to lines in atomic spectra.]








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
focal length




•
 
apertures of f/5.6 to f/11.







See also f-number
 .




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a function of a specified variable




•
 
the value of f(x).










3.
 


[Electronics]

 frequency.













F1


 
/ef /

 
f






noun



1.
 
the sixth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after E in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
the sixth highest or lowest class of academic marks (also used to represent “Fail”).




4.
 
(
f

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the sixth file from the left, as viewed from White's side of the board.




5.
 
(usu. 
F

 )
 — 

[Music]

 the fourth note of the diatonic scale of C major.




6.
 
a key based on a scale with F as its keynote.













F2


 
/ef/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Fahrenheit




•
 
60°F.










2.
 
failure.




3.
 
false.




4.
 
farad(s).




5.
 
(
F

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 faraday(s).




6.
 
(in racing results) favorite.




7.
 
February.




8.
 
Fellow.




9.
 
female.




10.
 
fighter (in designations of US aircraft types)




•
 
the F117 Stealth fighter.










11.
 
forint.




12.
 
(in auto racing) formula




•
 
an F1 driver.










13.
 
Franc(s).




14.
 
France.




15.
 
French.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
the chemical element fluorine.




2.
 


[Physics]

 force




•
 
F = ma.



















f/






abbreviation




f-number.














F

 
F1






abbreviation






[Biology]

 the first filial generation, i.e., the generation of hybrids arising from a first cross. The second filial generation is designated 
F2


 , and so on.













fa

 
/fä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in solmization) the fourth note of a major scale.




2.
 


[Music]

 the note F in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 Middle English: representing (as an arbitrary name for the note) the first syllable of 
famuli

 , taken from a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).





FAA






abbreviation




Federal Aviation Administration.













f.a.a.






abbreviation




free of all average.













fab1


 
/fab/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 fabulous; wonderful.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





fab2


 
/fab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a microchip fabrication plant.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a particular fabrication process in a manufacturing plant.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
fabrication

 (see fabricate
 ).





Fabergé, Peter Carl

 
/ˌfabərˈZHā/






(1846–1920), Russian goldsmith and jeweler. He is known for the intricate Easter eggs that he made for Tsar Alexander III and other royalty.









Fabian

 
/ˈfābēən/





I.
 
noun




a member or supporter of the Fabian Society, an organization of socialists aiming at the gradual rather than revolutionary achievement of socialism.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the Fabians




•
 
the Fabian movement.










2.
 
employing a cautiously persistent and dilatory strategy to wear out an enemy




•
 
Fabian tactics.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Fabianism

 
/ˈfābēəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
Fabianist

 
/-əst /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of 
Quintus Fabius Maximus Verrucosus

 (see Fabius
 ), after whom the Fabian Society is also named.






Fabius

 
/ˈfābēəs/






(died 203 
BC

 ), Roman general and statesman; full name 
Quintus Fabius Maximus Verrucosus

 ; known as 
Fabius Cunctator

 (Fabius the Delayer). After Hannibal's defeat of the Roman army at Cannae in 216 
BC

 , Fabius successfully wore down the Carthaginian invaders.










fable

 
/ˈfābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short story, typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral.




2.
 
a story, typically a supernatural one incorporating elements of myth and legend.




3.
 
myth and legend




•
 
the unnatural monsters of fable.










4.
 
a false statement or belief.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 tell fictitious tales




•
 
I do not dream nor fable.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 fabricate or invent (an incident, person, or story).








III.
 
derivatives





fabler

 
/ˈfāb(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fable

 (noun), from Latin 
fabula

 ‘story,’ from 
fari

 ‘speak.’





fabled

 
/ˈfābəld/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
well known for being of great quality or rarity; famous




•
 
a fabled art collection.










2.
 
mythical; imaginary




•
 
the fabled kingdom.



















fabless

 
/ˈfablis/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a company that designs microchips but contracts out their production rather than owning its own factory




•
 
the newcomers' strategy was fabless production.

















– origin

 1980s: from 
fab

 ‘a microchip fabrication plant’ + 
-less

 .





fabliau

 
/ˈfablēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a metrical tale, typically a bawdily humorous one, of a type found chiefly in early French poetry.











– origin

 from Old French (Picard dialect) 
fabliaux

 , plural of 
fablel

 ‘short fable,’ diminutive of 
fable

 .





Fabriano, Gentile da






see Gentile da Fabriano
 .










fabric

 
/ˈfabrik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cloth, typically produced by weaving or knitting textile fibers




•
 
heavy silk fabric




•
 
waterproof fabrics.










2.
 
the walls, floor, and roof of a building.




3.
 
the body of a car or aircraft.




4.
 
the essential structure of anything, especially a society or culture




•
 
the fabric of society.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
fabrique

 , from Latin 
fabrica

 ‘something skillfully produced,’ from 
faber

 ‘worker in metal, stone, etc.’ The word originally denoted a building, later a machine or appliance, the general sense being ‘something made,’ hence 
sense

 1 (mid 18th cent., originally denoting any manufactured material). 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 17th cent.






fabricate

 
/ˈfabrəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
invent or concoct (something), typically with deceitful intent




•
 
officers fabricated evidence.










2.
 
construct or manufacture (something, especially an industrial product), especially from prepared components




•
 
you will have to fabricate an exhaust system.














II.
 
derivatives





fabricator

 
/ˈfabrəˌkādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fabricat-

 ‘manufactured,’ from the verb 
fabricare

 , from 
fabrica

 ‘something skillfully produced’ (see fabric
 ).





fabrication

 
/ˌfabrəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of manufacturing or inventing something




•
 
the assembly and fabrication of electronic products.










2.
 
an invention; a lie




•
 
the story was a complete fabrication.



















fabric softener






noun




liquid used to soften clothes when they are being washed, or specially treated squares of cloth used to soften clothes in the dryer.













Fabry–Pérot interferometer

 
/fäˌbrēpāˌrō ˌintərfəˈrämədər/





I.
 
noun




an interferometer that incorporates an etalon, used chiefly in astronomy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Charles 
Fabry

 (1867–1945) and Alfred 
Pérot

 (1863–1925), French physicists.





fabulate

 
/ˈfabyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relate (an event or events) as a fable or story.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — relate untrue or invented stories.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fabulation

 
/ˌfabyəˈlāSHən /






noun













2.
 
fabulator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
fabulat-

 ‘narrated as a fable,’ from the verb 
fabulari

 , from 
fabula

 (see fable
 ).





fabulist

 
/ˈfabyələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who composes or relates fables.




2.
 
a liar, especially a person who invents elaborate, dishonest stories.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
fabuliste

 , from Latin 
fabula

 (see fable
 ).






fabulous

 
/ˈfabyələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extraordinary, especially extraordinarily large




•
 
fabulous riches.










2.
 


‹informal›

 amazingly good; wonderful




•
 
a fabulous two-week vacation.










3.
 
having no basis in reality; mythical




•
 
fabulous creatures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fabulosity

 
/ˌfabyəˈläsədē /






noun













2.
 
fabulousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘known through fable, unhistorical’): from French 
fabuleux

 or Latin 
fabulosus

 ‘celebrated in fable,’ from 
fabula

 (see fable
 ).





fabulously

 
/ˈfabyələslē/






adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 extremely well; wonderfully




•
 
we all seemed to be getting along fabulously




•
 
the fabulously named village of Nether Wallop




•
 
a fabulously decorated room.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 to an extraordinary degree; immensely




•
 
they worked really hard and did fabulously well




•
 
fabulously glamorous models.



















fac.






abbreviation



1.
 
facsimile.




2.
 
faculty.













facade

 
/fəˈsäd /

 
façade





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the face of a building, especially the principal front that looks onto a street or open space.




2.
 
an outward appearance that is maintained to conceal a less pleasant or creditable reality




•
 
her flawless public facade masked private despair.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
façade

 , from 
face

 ‘face,’ on the pattern of Italian 
facciata

 .






face

 
/fās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the front part of a person's head from the forehead to the chin, or the corresponding part in an animal.




2.
 
the face as expressing emotion; an expression shown on the face




•
 
the happy faces of these children.










3.
 
a manifestation or outward aspect of something




•
 
the unacceptable face of social drinking.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person of a particular type




•
 
this season's squad has a lot of old faces in it.










5.
 
the surface of a thing, especially one that is presented to the view or has a particular function, in particular




6.
 


[Geometry]

 each of the surfaces of a solid




•
 
the faces of a cube.










7.
 
a vertical or sloping side of a mountain or cliff




•
 
the south face of Broad Peak.










8.
 
the side of a planet or moon facing the observer.




9.
 
the front of a building.




10.
 
the plate of a clock or watch bearing the digits or hands.




11.
 
the distinctive side of a playing card.




12.
 
short for typeface
 .




13.
 
the side of a coin showing the head or principal design.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be positioned with the face or front toward (someone or something)




•
 
he turned to face her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have the face or front pointing in a specified direction




•
 
the house faces due east.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a soldier) turn in a particular direction




•
 
they immediately faced about.










4.
 
confront and deal with or accept




•
 
honesty forced her to 
face facts






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the candidates choose not to 
face up to

 the pragmatic issues.










5.
 
(
face someone/something down

 )
 — overcome someone or something by a show of determination




•
 
he faced down persistent hecklers at a noontime rally.










6.
 
have (a difficult event or situation) in prospect




•
 
each defendant faced a maximum sentence of 10 years.










7.
 
(of a problem or difficult situation) present itself to and require action from (someone)




•
 
if you were suddenly 
faced with

 an emergency, would you know how to cope?










8.
 
(usu. 
be faced with

 )
 — cover the surface of (a thing) with a layer of a different material




•
 
the external basement walls 
were faced with

 granite slabs.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
face down






with the face or surface turned toward the ground




•
 
he lay face down on his bed.















2.
 
face the music






be confronted with the unpleasant consequences of one's actions.









3.
 
the face of the earth






used for emphasis or exaggeration, to refer to the existence or disappearance of someone or something




•
 
he's just disappeared 
off the face of the earth






•
 
the most grueling training 
on the face of the earth

 .















4.
 
face up






with the face or surface turned upward to view




•
 
place the panel face up before cutting.















5.
 
get out of someone's face






[usu. as 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 stop harassing or annoying someone




•
 
shut up and get out of my face.















6.
 
have the face to do something








‹dated›

 have the effrontery to do something.









7.
 
in one's face






directly at or against one; as one approaches




•
 
she slammed the door in my face.















8.
 
in the face of





a.
 
when confronted with




•
 
her resolution in the face of the enemy.










b.
 
in spite of




•
 
reform had been introduced in the face of considerable opposition.















9.
 
in your face






see in-your-face
 .









10.
 
lose face






suffer a loss of respect; be humiliated




•
 
the code of conduct required that he strike back or lose face.















11.
 
loss of face






a loss of respect; humiliation




•
 
he could step aside now without loss of face.















12.
 
make a face (or faces)






produce an expression on one's face that shows dislike, disgust, or some other negative emotion, or that is intended to be amusing




•
 
she made a face and tossed her purse at him.















13.
 
on the face of it






without knowing all of the relevant facts; at first glance




•
 
on the face of it, these improvements look to be insignificant.















14.
 
put a good (or brave or bold) face on something






act as if something unpleasant or upsetting is not as bad as it really is




•
 
he tried to put a good face on the financial picture.















15.
 
put one's face on








‹informal›

 apply makeup to one's face.









16.
 
save face






retain respect; avoid humiliation




•
 
an outcome that allows them all to save face.















17.
 
set one's face against






oppose or resist with determination




•
 
he had set his face against the idea.















18.
 
throw something back in someone's face






reject something in a brusque or ungracious manner




•
 
she'd given him her trust and he'd thrown it back in her face.















19.
 
to one's face






openly in one's presence




•
 
you're telling me to my face I'm a liar.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





face off





a.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 take up an attitude of confrontation, especially at the start of a fight or game




•
 
close to a million soldiers face off in the desert.










b.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 start or restart play with a face-off.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
facies

 ‘form, appearance, face.’






face amount






noun




another term for death benefit
 .













Facebook

 
/ˈfāsbo͝ok/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend time using the social networking website Facebook




•
 
If the boss knew how much time you spent shopping online or Facebooking, do you think he or she would be happy?










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — contact (someone) via Facebook




•
 
Jean Facebooked me later.














II.
 
derivatives





Facebooker






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
Facebook

 , the proprietary name of the social networking website.






face card

 
/ˈfās ˌkärd/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a playing card that is a king, queen, or jack of a suit.














face-centered

 
/ˈfāsˌsen(t)ərd/






adjective




denoting a crystal structure in which there is an atom at each vertex and at the center of each face of the unit cell.

Compare with body-centered
 .













facecloth

 
/ˈfāsˌklôTH/






noun




a washcloth.













faced

 
/fāst/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a face or expression of a specified kind




•
 
a pimply-faced teenager




•
 
a burly, square-faced doorman




•
 
sad-faced children.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a surface or front of a specified kind




•
 
a heavy, square-faced hammer




•
 
a stone-faced building.










3.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a solid) having a specified number of surfaces




•
 
a twelve-faced solid.










4.
 
(of a piece of stone or other material) having a smoothed or polished surface




•
 
walls and pillars had faced stone on the outer surfaces.










5.
 
(of a playing card) turned face up




•
 
he gets the faced card as his first card.



















face guard






noun




a protective covering or mask for the face, worn especially when playing sports, working with hazardous substances, etc.




•
 
the player was wearing a specially designed face guard to protect his fractured cheekbone.



















faceless

 
/ˈfāsləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) remote and impersonal; anonymous




•
 
the faceless bureaucrats who made the rules.










2.
 
(of a building or place) characterless and dull.








II.
 
derivatives





facelessness






noun





















facelift

 
/ˈfāslift/






noun



1.
 
a cosmetic surgical operation to remove unwanted wrinkles by tightening the skin of the face.




2.
 
a procedure carried out to improve the appearance of something




•
 
the station has undergone a multimillion-dollar facelift.



















face mask






noun




a protective mask covering the nose and mouth or nose and eyes.













face-off

 
/ˈfās ˌôf/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a direct confrontation between two people or groups




•
 
a face-off for the championship title.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Ice Hockey]

 the start or a restart of play, in which the referee drops the puck between two opposing players.













face paint





I.
 
noun




bold-colored paint used to decorate the face.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
face painter






noun













2.
 
face painting






noun





















facepalm

 
/ˈfāspä(l)m /

 
face palm





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
exclamation

 ]


1.
 
a gesture in which the palm of one's hand is brought to one's face, as an expression of disbelief, shame, or exasperation




•
 
the site collects photos of our favorite facepalms




•
 
I'm pretty sure said friend now thinks Anne and I are dating—facepalm!














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring the palm of one's hand to one's face, as an expression of disbelief, shame, or exasperation




•
 
how many times did she facepalm during the hearing?



















faceplate

 
/ˈfāsplāt/






noun



1.
 
an enlarged end or attachment on the end of the mandrel on a lathe, with slots and holes on which work can be mounted.




2.
 
a plate protecting a piece of machinery, a light switch, or an electrical outlet.




3.
 
the part of a cathode ray tube that carries the phosphor screen.




4.
 
the transparent window of a diver's or astronaut's helmet.













face powder

 
/ˈfās ˌpoudər/






noun




flesh-tinted cosmetic powder used to improve the appearance of the face by reducing shine and concealing blemishes.













faceprint

 
/ˈfāsprint/





I.
 
noun




a digital scan or photograph of a human face, used for identifying individuals from the unique characteristics of facial structure




•
 
hidden cameras and faceprints are used to single out individuals in a crowd.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
fingerprint

 .





faceprinting

 
/ˈfāsˌprin(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun




the process of creating a digital faceprint and using software to compare it with a database of photographs, especially to identify known criminals.











– origin

 on the pattern of 
fingerprinting

 .





facer

 
/ˈfāsər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a blow to the face.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a sudden difficulty or obstacle.













face-saving

 
/ˈfās ˌsāviNG/





I.
 
adjective




preserving one's reputation, credibility, or dignity




•
 
a face-saving solution for both sides.














II.
 
derivatives





face-saver

 
/ˈfās ˌsāvər /






noun





















facet

 
/ˈfasət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one side of something many-sided, especially of a cut gem.




2.
 
a particular aspect or feature of something




•
 
participation by the laity in all facets of church life.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 any of the individual units (ommatidia) that make up the compound eye of an insect or crustacean.








II.
 
derivatives





faceted

 
/ˈfasədəd /






adjective




[
in combination

 ]


•
 
multifaceted

























– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
facette

 , diminutive of 
face

 ‘face, side’ (see face
 ).





facetiae

 
/fəˈsēSHēˌē, -SHēˌī/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 pornographic literature.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 humorous or witty sayings.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
facetia

 ‘jest,’ from 
facetus

 ‘witty.’





face time






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 time spent in face-to-face contact with someone.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 time spent being filmed or photographed by the media.













facetious

 
/fəˈsēSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




treating serious issues with deliberately inappropriate humor; flippant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
facetiously

 
/fəˈsēSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
facetiousness

 
/fəˈsēSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘witty, amusing’): from French 
facétieux

 , from 
facétie

 , from Latin 
facetia

 ‘jest,’ from 
facetus

 ‘witty.’





face to face

 
/ˈfās tə ˈfās/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
with the people involved being close together and looking directly at each other


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the two men stood face to face




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a face-to-face conversation.










2.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — in direct confrontation




•
 
he 
came face to face with

 a tiger.



















face validity






noun




the degree to which a procedure, especially a psychological test or assessment, appears effective in terms of its stated aims.













face value

 
/ˈfās ˈˌvalyo͞o/






noun



1.
 
the value printed or depicted on a coin, banknote, postage stamp, ticket, etc., especially when less than the actual or intrinsic value.




2.
 
the superficial appearance or implication of something




•
 
she felt the lie was unconvincing, but he seemed to 
take

 it 
at face value

 .




















facial

 
/ˈfāSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or affecting the face




•
 
facial expressions.














II.
 
noun




a beauty treatment for the face.








III.
 
derivatives





facially






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a theological term meaning ‘face to face, open’): from medieval Latin 
facialis

 , from 
facies

 (see face
 ). The current sense of the adjective dates from the early 19th cent.





facial hair






noun




a growth of hair on a man's chin, cheeks, or upper lip




•
 
men with lots of facial hair.



















facialist

 
/ˈfāSHəlist/






noun




a person who gives facials and other beauty treatments for the face.













facial nerve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the seventh pair of cranial nerves, supplying the facial muscles and the tongue.













facial profiling






noun




the recording and analysis of a person's facial characteristics, especially to assist in identifying an individual




•
 
the police have set up a system of facial profiling at major sporting events.



















facial tissue






noun




tissue that is used to blow one's nose, contain a sneeze, etc.













-facient





I.
 
combining form




producing a specified action or state




•
 
abortifacient.

















– origin

 from Latin 
facient-

 ‘doing, making.’





facies

 
/ˈfāSHēz ˈfāSHēˌēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the appearance or facial expression of an individual that is typical of a particular disease or condition.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the character of a rock expressed by its formation, composition, and fossil content.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the face): from Latin, ‘form, appearance, face.’






facile

 
/ˈfasəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a theory or argument) appearing neat and comprehensive only by ignoring the true complexities of an issue; superficial.




2.
 
(of a person) having a superficial or simplistic knowledge or approach




•
 
a man of facile and shallow intellect.










3.
 
(of success, especially in sports) easily achieved; effortless




•
 
a facile victory.










4.
 
acting or done in a quick, fluent, and easy manner




•
 
he was revealed to be a facile liar.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
facilely

 
/ˈfasəl(l)ē /






adverb













2.
 
facileness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘easily accomplished’): from French, or from Latin 
facilis

 ‘easy,’ from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





facilitate

 
/fəˈsiləˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an action or process) easy or easier




•
 
schools were located on the same campus to facilitate the sharing of resources.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
facilitative

 
/-ˌtātiv /






adjective













2.
 
facilitatory

 
/-təˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
faciliter

 , from Italian 
facilitare

 , from 
facile

 ‘easy,’ from Latin 
facilis

 (see facile
 ).





facilitation

 
/fəˌsiləˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of facilitating something.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 the enhancement of the response of a neuron to a stimulus following stimulation.













facilitator

 
/fəˈsiləˌtādər/






noun




a person or thing that makes an action or process easy or easier




•
 
a true educator acts as a facilitator of learning




•
 
a program run by trained facilitators.



















facilities management

 
facility management





I.
 
noun




the maintenance of an organization's buildings and equipment




•
 
she is director of operations for facilities management.














II.
 
derivatives





facilities manager






noun





















facility

 
/fəˈsilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
space or equipment necessary for doing something




•
 
cooking facilities




•
 
facilities for picnicking, camping, and hiking.










2.
 
an amenity or resource, especially one connected with leisure or hygiene




•
 
facilities include two swimming pools.










3.
 
(
the facilities

 )
 — a public restroom.




4.
 
an establishment set up to fulfill a particular function or provide a particular service, typically an industrial or medical one




•
 
a manufacturing facility.










5.
 
an option or service that gives the opportunity to do or benefit from something




•
 
the program includes a help facility and interactive windows.










6.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an ability to do or learn something well and easily; a natural aptitude




•
 
he had 
a facility for

 languages.










7.
 
absence of difficulty or effort




•
 
the pianist played with great facility.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting the means or unimpeded opportunity for doing something): from French 
facilité

 or Latin 
facilitas

 , from 
facilis

 ‘easy’ (see facile
 ).





facing

 
/ˈfāsiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a layer of material covering part of a garment and providing contrast, decoration, or strength.




2.
 
(
facings

 )
 — the cuffs, collar, and lapels of a military jacket, contrasting in color with the rest of the garment.




3.
 
an outer layer covering the surface of a wall.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
positioned with the front toward a certain direction; opposite




•
 
a book with Italian and English lyrics printed on facing pages




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
two large front-facing windows.



















FACP






abbreviation




Fellow of the American College of Physicians.













FACS






abbreviation




Fellow of the American College of Surgeons.














facsimile

 
/fakˈsiməlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exact copy, especially of written or printed material.




2.
 
another term for fax
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a copy of




•
 
the ride was facsimiled for Disney World.














III.
 
phrases





in facsimile






as an exact copy.















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally as 
fac simile

 , denoting the making of an exact copy, especially of writing): modern Latin, from Latin 
fac!

 (imperative of 
facere

 ‘make’) and 
simile

 (neuter of 
similis

 ‘like’).






fact

 
/fakt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is indisputably the case




•
 
she lacks political experience—a fact that becomes clear when she appears in public




•
 
a body of fact.










2.
 
(
the fact that

 )
 — used in discussing the significance of something that is the case




•
 
the real problem facing them is the fact that their funds are being cut.










3.
 
(usu. 
facts

 )
 — a piece of information used as evidence or as part of a report or news article.




4.
 


[chiefly Law]

 the truth about events as opposed to interpretation




•
 
there was a question of fact as to whether they had received the letter.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
before (or after) the fact






before (or after) the committing of a crime




•
 
an accessory before the fact.















2.
 
a fact of life






something that must be accepted as true and unchanging, even if it is unpleasant




•
 
it is a fact of life that young girls write horrible things about people in their diaries.















3.
 
facts and figures






precise details.









4.
 
the facts of life






information about sexual functions and practices, especially as given to children.









5.
 
the fact of the matter






the truth.









6.
 
in (point of) fact






used to emphasize the truth of an assertion, especially one contrary to what might be expected or what has been asserted




•
 
Aunt Madeline isn't in fact an aunt but a more distant relative.





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
factum

 , neuter past participle of 
facere

 ‘do.’ The original sense was ‘an act or feat,’ later ‘bad deed, a crime,’ surviving in the phrase 
before (or after) the fact

 . The earliest of the current senses (‘truth, reality’) dates from the late 16th cent.





fact-based






adjective




based on or concerned with true events or experiences




•
 
fact-based movies




•
 
the analysis must be fact-based and empirical.



















fact-check





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
investigate (an issue) in order to verify the facts




•
 
I didn't fact-check the assertions in the editorial




•
 
reporters can't be expected to fact-check every quotation.














II.
 
derivatives





fact checker






noun





















fact-finding





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a committee or its activity) having the purpose of discovering and establishing the facts of an issue




•
 
a fact-finding mission.














II.
 
noun




the discovery and establishment of the facts of an issue.








III.
 
derivatives





fact-finder






noun





















facticity

 
/fakˈtisədē/






noun




the quality or condition of being fact




•
 
the facticity of death.




















faction1


 
/ˈfakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, organized, dissenting group within a larger one, especially in politics




•
 
the left-wing faction of the party.










2.
 
a state of conflict within an organization; dissension.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the action of doing or making something): via French from Latin 
factio(n-)

 , from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





faction2


 
/ˈfakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a literary and cinematic genre in which real events are used as a basis for a fictional narrative or dramatization.











– origin

 1960s: blend of fact
 and fiction
 .





-faction





I.
 
combining form




in nouns of action derived from verbs ending in 
-fy

 (such as 
satisfaction

 from 
satisfy

 ).











– origin

 from Latin 
factio(n)-

 , from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





factional

 
/ˈfakSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating or belonging to a faction




•
 
factional leaders.










2.
 
characterized by dissent




•
 
factional conflicts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
factionalism

 
/ˈfakSH(ə)nəˌlizəm ˈfakSH(ə)nlˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
factionally






adverb





















factionalize

 
/ˈfakSH(ə)nəˌlīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a political party or other organized group) split or divide into factions




•
 
there was a tendency for students to factionalize.



















factious

 
/ˈfakSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




relating or inclined to a state of faction




•
 
a factious country.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
factiously






adverb













2.
 
factiousness

 
/ˈfakSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
factieux

 or Latin 
factiosus

 , from 
factio

 (see faction
 1
 ).






factitious

 
/fakˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




artificially created or developed




•
 
a largely factitious national identity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
factitiously

 
/fakˈtiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
factitiousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘made by human skill or effort’): from Latin 
facticius

 ‘made by art,’ from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





factitive

 
/ˈfaktədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Linguistics]

 (of a verb) having a sense of causing a result and taking a complement as well as an object, as in 
he appointed me captain

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
factitivus

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
factitare

 , frequentative of 
facere

 ‘do, make.’






factive

 
/ˈfaktiv/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting a verb that assigns the status of an established fact to its object (normally a clausal object), e.g., 
know

 , 
regret

 , 
resent

 .













factoid

 
/ˈfakˌtoid/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a brief or trivial item of news or information.




2.
 
an assumption or speculation that is reported and repeated so often that it becomes accepted as fact.














factor

 
/ˈfaktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circumstance, fact, or influence that contributes to a result or outcome




•
 
his legal problems were not a 
factor in

 his decision




•
 
she worked fast, conscious of the time factor.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a gene that determines a hereditary characteristic




•
 
the Rhesus factor.










3.
 
a number or quantity that when multiplied with another produces a given number or expression.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number or algebraic expression by which another is exactly divisible.




5.
 


[Physiology]

 any of a number of substances in the blood, mostly identified by numerals, which are involved in coagulation.

See factor VIII
 .




6.
 
a business agent; a merchant buying and selling on commission.




7.
 
a company that buys a manufacturer's invoices at a discount and takes responsibility for collecting the payments due on them.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 an agent, deputy, or representative.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 another term for factorize
 .




2.
 
sell (one's receivable debts) to a factor.








III.
 
phrases





the —— factor






used to indicate that something specified will have a powerful, though unpredictable, influence on a result or outcome




•
 
the feel-good factor.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





factor something in (or out)






include (or exclude) something as a relevant element when making a calculation or decision




•
 
when the psychological costs are factored in, a different picture will emerge.


















V.
 
derivatives





factorable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (meaning ‘doer, perpetrator,’ also in the Scots sense ‘agent’): from French 
facteur

 or Latin 
factor

 , from 
fact-

 ‘done,’ from the verb 
facere

 .






factor VIII

 
factor eight






noun






[Physiology]

 a blood protein (a beta globulin) involved in clotting. A deficiency of this causes one of the main forms of hemophilia.













factorage

 
/ˈfaktərij/






noun




the commission or charges payable to a factor.













factor analysis






noun






[Statistics]

 a process in which the values of observed data are expressed as functions of a number of possible causes in order to find which are the most important.













factor cost






noun




the cost of an item or a service in terms of the various factors that have played a part in its production or availability, and exclusive of tax costs.













factorial

 
/fakˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
!

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 the product of an integer and all the integers below it; e.g., factorial four (
4!

 ) is equal to 24.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the product of a series of factors in an arithmetic progression.








II.
 
adjective






[chiefly Mathematics]

 relating to a factor or factorial




•
 
a factorial design.














III.
 
derivatives





factorially






adverb






















factorize

 
/ˈfaktəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb






[Mathematics]

 (with reference to a number) resolve or be resolvable into factors.








II.
 
derivatives





factorization

 
/ˌfakt(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌfaktəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















factory

 
/ˈfakt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building or group of buildings where goods are manufactured or assembled chiefly by machine.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person, group, or institution that continually produces a great quantity of something specified




•
 
a huge factory of lying, slander, and bad English.










3.
 


‹historical›

 an establishment for traders carrying on business in a foreign country.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in 
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
factoria

 from Latin 
factor

 (see factor
 ). 
Sense

 1 from late Latin 
factoria

 , literally ‘oil press.’





factory farming

 
/ˈfakt(ə)rē ˌfärmiNG/





I.
 
noun




a system of rearing livestock using intensive methods, by which poultry, pigs, or cattle are confined indoors under strictly controlled conditions.








II.
 
derivatives





factory farm

 
/ˈfakt(ə)rē ˌfärm /






noun





















factory floor

 
/ˈfakt(ə)rē flô(ə)r/






noun




the workers in a company or industry, rather than the management




•
 
the unions had almost no influence on the factory floor.



















factory outlet

 
/ˈfakt(ə)rē ˈoutˌlet ˈoutlət/






noun




a store in which goods, especially surplus stock, are sold directly by the manufacturers at a discount.













factory ship

 
/ˈfakt(ə)rē SHip/






noun




a fishing or whaling ship, or a ship accompanying a fishing or whaling fleet, with facilities for immediate processing of the catch.













factotum

 
/fakˈtōdəm/





I.
 
noun




an employee who does all kinds of work




•
 
he was employed as the general factotum.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the phrases 
dominum

 (or 
magister

 ) 
factotum

 , translating roughly as ‘master of everything,’ and 
Johannes factotem

 ‘John do-it-all’ or ‘Jack of all trades’): from medieval Latin, from Latin 
fac!

 ‘do!’ (imperative of 
facere

 ) + 
totum

 ‘the whole thing’ (neuter of 
totus

 ).





fact sheet

 
/ˈfak(t) ˌSHēt/






noun




a sheet of paper giving useful information about a particular issue, especially one distributed for publicity purposes.













factual

 
/ˈfak(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with what is actually the case rather than interpretations of or reactions to it




•
 
a mixture of comment and factual information.










2.
 
actually occurring




•
 
cases mentioned are factual.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
factuality

 
/ˌfakCHo͞oˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
factualness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from fact
 , on the pattern of 
actual

 .





factually

 
/ˈfak(t)SH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




with regard to what is actually the case; in relation to fact




•
 
his assertion is factually incorrect




•
 
the evidence is legally and factually insufficient.



















factum

 
/ˈfaktəm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
(chiefly Canadian)

 a statement of the facts of a case.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘something done or made.’






facture

 
/ˈfak(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




the quality of the execution of a painting; an artist's characteristic handling of the paint




•
 
Manet's sensuous facture.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘construction, workmanship’): via Old French from Latin 
factura

 ‘formation, manufacture,’ from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’ The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





facula

 
/ˈfakyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a bright region on the surface of the sun, linked to the subsequent appearance of sunspots in the same area.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a bright spot on the surface of a planet.








II.
 
derivatives





facular

 
/-lər /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
fax

 , 
fac-

 ‘torch.’






facultative

 
/ˈfakəlˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring optionally in response to circumstances rather than by nature




•
 
prison-style, facultative homosexuality.










2.
 


[Biology]

 capable of but not restricted to a particular function or mode of life




•
 
a facultative parasite.







Often contrasted with obligate
 .








II.
 
derivatives





facultatively






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
facultatif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
faculté

 (see faculty
 ).






faculty

 
/ˈfakəltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inherent mental or physical power




•
 
her critical faculties.










2.
 
an aptitude or talent for doing something




•
 
the author's faculty for philosophical analysis.










3.
 
the teaching staff of a university or college, or of one of its departments or divisions, viewed as a body




•
 
there were then no tenured women 
on the faculty






•
 
the English faculty.










4.
 
a group of university departments concerned with a major division of knowledge




•
 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.










5.
 


‹dated›

 the members of a particular profession, especially medicine, considered collectively.




6.
 
a license or authorization, especially from a church authority.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
faculte

 , from Latin 
facultas

 , from 
facilis

 ‘easy,’ from 
facere

 ‘make, do.’





fad

 
/fad/





I.
 
noun




an intense and widely shared enthusiasm for something, especially one that is short-lived and without basis in the object's qualities; a craze




•
 
prairie restoration is the latest gardening fad in the Midwest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faddish

 
/ˈfadiSH /






adjective













2.
 
faddishly






adverb













3.
 
faddishness

 
/ˈfadiSHnəs /






noun













4.
 
faddism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













5.
 
faddist

 
/ˈfadəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally dialect): probably the second element of 
fidfad

 , contraction of fiddle-faddle
 .





FAD






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 flavin adenine dinucleotide, a coenzyme derived from riboflavin and important in various metabolic reactions.













fade

 
/fād/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gradually grow faint and disappear




•
 
the noise 
faded away






•
 


‹figurative›

 hopes of peace had faded.










2.
 
lose or cause to lose color or brightness


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the fair hair had faded to a dusty gray




•
 (usu. as 
adj.

 
faded

 )
 
faded jeans.










3.
 
(of a flower) lose freshness and wither.




4.
 
gradually become thin and weak, especially to the point of death.




5.
 
(of a racehorse, runner, etc.) lose strength or drop back, especially after a promising start




•
 
she faded near the finish.










6.
 
(of a radio signal) gradually lose intensity




•
 
the signal faded away.










7.
 
(of a vehicle brake) become temporarily less efficient as a result of frictional heating.




8.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (with reference to film and television images) come or cause to come gradually into or out of view, or to merge into another shot


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
fade into scenes of rooms strewn with festive remains




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
some shots have to be faded in.










9.
 
(with reference to recorded sound) increase or decrease in volume or merge into another recording


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they let you edit the digital data, making it fade in and out




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
fade up natural sound.










10.
 


[Golf]

 (of the ball) deviate to the right (or, for a left-handed golfer, the left), typically as a result of spin given to the ball.




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a golfer) cause (the ball) to deviate




•
 
he had to fade the ball around a light pole.







Compare with draw
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 verb).




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (in craps) match the bet of (another player)




•
 
Lovejoy faded him for twenty-five cents.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of becoming less bright




•
 
the sun can cause color-fade.










2.
 
an act of causing a film or television picture to darken and disappear gradually




•
 
a fade to black would bring the sequence to a close.







Compare with fade-out
 .




3.
 


[Golf]

 a shot causing the ball to deviate to the right (or, for a left-handed golfer, the left), usually purposely.








III.
 
phrases





do a fade








‹informal›

 run away.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





fade back








[Football]

 move back from the scrimmage line.












V.
 
derivatives





fadeless

 
/ˈfādləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘grow weak, waste away’; compare with 
fade away

 ): from Old French 
fader

 , from 
fade

 ‘dull, insipid,’ probably based on a blend of Latin 
fatuus

 ‘silly, insipid’ and 
vapidus

 ‘vapid.’





fadeaway

 
/ˈfādəˌwā/






adjective






[Basketball]

 another term for fallaway
 .













fade-in

 
/ˈfād ˌin/






noun




a filmmaking and broadcasting technique whereby an image is made to appear gradually or the volume of sound is gradually increased from zero.














fade-out

 
/ˈfād ˌout/






noun



1.
 
a filmmaking and broadcasting technique whereby an image is made to disappear gradually or the sound volume is gradually decreased to zero.




2.
 
a gradual and temporary loss of a broadcast signal




•
 
radio fade-outs.



















fader

 
/ˈfādər/






noun




a device for varying the volume of sound, the intensity of light, or the gain on a video or audio signal.













fade-up






noun




an instance of increasing the brightness of an image or the volume of a sound.













fado

 
/ˈfäT͟Ho͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of popular Portuguese song, usually with a melancholy theme and accompanied by mandolins or guitars.




2.
 
the music for a fado.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Portuguese, literally ‘fate.’





faerie

 
/ˈferē /

 
faery





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 fairyland




•
 
the world of faerie.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a fairy.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 imaginary; mythical




•
 
faerie dragons.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (introduced by Spenser): pseudoarchaic variant of fairy
 .





Faeroe Islands

 
/ˌferō ˈīləndz/






variant spelling of Faroe Islands
 .









FAF






abbreviation




Financial Aid Form.













fag1


 
/faɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a tiring or unwelcome task




•
 
it's too much of a fag to drive all the way there and back again.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 
(Brit.)

 a junior pupil at a private school who works and runs errands for a senior pupil.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 work hard, especially at a tedious job or task




•
 
he didn't have to 
fag away

 in a lab to get the right answer.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a pupil at a private school) work and run errands for a senior pupil.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘grow weary’): of unknown origin. Compare with flag
 1
 .





fag2


 
/faɡ/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a male homosexual.








II.
 
derivatives





faggy






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: short for faggot
 .





fag3


 
/faɡ/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a cigarette.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: elliptically from fag end
 .






fag end

 
/ˈˌfaɡ ˈend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a cigarette butt.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an inferior and useless remnant of something




•
 
the fag ends of rope




•
 


‹figurative›

 a culture reaching the fag end of its existence.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘remnant’): from 15th-cent. 
fag

 ‘a flap,’ of unknown origin. The sense ‘a cigarette butt’ dates from the early 20th cent.





fagged

 
/faɡd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
extremely tired; exhausted




•
 
we were all absolutely 
fagged out

 .




















faggot

 
/ˈfaɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a male homosexual.




2.
 
British spelling of fagot
 .








II.
 
derivatives





faggoty






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from the obsolete sense of 
fagot

 ‘contemptible woman.’





fag hag






noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a heterosexual woman who spends much of her time with homosexual men.














fagot

 
/ˈfaɡət /

 


‹Brit.›

 faggot






noun



1.
 
a bundle of sticks or twigs bound together as fuel.




2.
 
a bundle of iron rods bound together for reheating, welding, and hammering into bars.













fagoting

 
/ˈfaɡədiNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 faggoting






noun




embroidery in which threads are fastened together in bundles




•
 
a black silk dress with tiers of fagoting.



















Fahd

 
/fäd/






(1921–2005), king of Saudi Arabia 1982–2005; full name 
Fahd ibn Abdul-Aziz al-Saud

 .









fahlerz

 
/ˈfälərts/





I.
 
noun




a gray copper ore, of which tetrahedrite and tennantite are the typical minerals.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German, from 
fahl

 ‘ash-colored’ + 
Erz

 ‘ore.’





Fahr.






abbreviation




Fahrenheit.













Fahrenheit

 
/ˈferənˌhīt /

 
F





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 when used with a numeral]


1.
 
of or denoting a scale of temperature on which water freezes at 32° and boils at 212° under standard conditions.








II.
 
noun




the Fahrenheit scale of temperature.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after Gabriel Daniel 
Fahrenheit

 (1686–1736), German physicist.





FAIA






abbreviation




Fellow of the American Institute of Architects.













faience

 
/fīˈäns fāˈäns/





I.
 
noun




glazed ceramic ware, in particular decorated tin-glazed earthenware of the type that includes delftware and maiolica.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally denoting pottery made at Faenza, Italy): from French 
faïence

 , from 
Faïence

 , the French name for 
Faenza

 .






fail

 
/fāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be unsuccessful in achieving one's goal




•
 
he 
failed in

 his attempt to secure election




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
they failed to be ranked in the top ten.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be unsuccessful in (an examination, test, or interview)




•
 
she failed her finals.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or a commodity) be unable to meet the standards set by (a test of quality or eligibility)




•
 
the player has failed a drug test.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — judge (someone, especially in an examination) not to have passed.




5.
 
neglect to do something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the firm failed to give adequate risk warnings.










6.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — behave in a way contrary to hopes or expectations by not doing something




•
 
commuter chaos has again failed to materialize.










7.
 
(
cannot fail to be/do something

 )
 — used to express a strong belief that something must be the case




•
 
you cannot fail to be deeply impressed.










8.
 
(
never fail to do something

 )
 — used to indicate that something invariably happens




•
 
such comments never failed to annoy him.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — desert or let down (someone)




•
 
at the last moment her nerve failed her.










10.
 
break down; cease to work well




•
 
a truck whose brakes had failed.










11.
 
become weaker or of poorer quality; die away




•
 
the light began to fail




•
 (as 
adj.

 
failing

 )
 
his failing health.










12.
 
(especially of a rain or a crop or supply) be lacking or insufficient when needed or expected.




13.
 
(of a business or a person) be obliged to cease trading because of lack of funds; become bankrupt.








II.
 
noun




a grade that is not high enough to pass an examination or test.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
too big to fail






(of a financial organization or other business) so important to the economy of a country that a government or central bank must take measures to prevent it from ceasing to trade or going bankrupt.




•
 
he caused a stir earlier this month when he said that no company was too big to fail.















2.
 
without fail






absolutely predictably; with no exception




•
 
he writes every week without fail.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
faillir

 (verb), 
faille

 (noun), based on Latin 
fallere

 ‘deceive.’ An earlier sense of the noun was ‘failure to do or perform a duty,’ surviving in the phrase 
without fail

 .





failed

 
/fāld/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an undertaking or a relationship) not achieving its end or not lasting; unsuccessful




•
 
a failed coup attempt.










2.
 
(of a person) unsuccessful in a particular activity, especially not good enough to make a living by it




•
 
a failed writer.










3.
 
(of a business) unable to continue due to financial difficulties.




4.
 
(of a mechanism) not functioning properly; broken-down




•
 
an aircraft with a failed engine.



















failed state






noun




a state whose political or economic system has become so weak that the government is no longer in control




•
 
if we turn our back on the developing world we will see more failed states.



















failing

 
/ˈfāliNG/





I.
 
noun




a weakness, especially in character; a shortcoming




•
 
pride is a terrible failing.














II.
 
preposition




in default of; in the absence of




•
 
she longed to be with him and, 
failing that

 , to be on her own.



















faille

 
/fīl/





I.
 
noun




a soft, light-woven fabric having a ribbed texture and originally made of silk.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a kind of hood or veil worn by women): from Old French. The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





failover

 
/ˈfālˌōvər/






noun






[Computing]

 a method of protecting computer systems from failure, in which standby equipment automatically takes over when the main system fails.













fail-safe

 
/ˈfāl ˈˌsāf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing a piece of machinery or other mechanism to revert to a safe condition in the event of a breakdown or malfunction




•
 
a forklift with a fail-safe device.










2.
 
unlikely or unable to fail




•
 
the computer that runs the place is supposed to be fail-safe.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system or plan that comes into operation in the event of something going wrong or that is there to prevent such an occurrence




•
 
the secondary safety system is indeed a fail-safe.



















failure

 
/ˈfālyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of success




•
 
an economic policy that is doomed to failure




•
 
the failures of his policies.










2.
 
an unsuccessful person, enterprise, or thing




•
 
bad weather had resulted in crop failures.










3.
 
the omission of expected or required action




•
 
their failure to comply with the basic rules.










4.
 
a lack or deficiency of a desirable quality




•
 
a failure of imagination.










5.
 
the action or state of not functioning




•
 
symptoms of heart failure




•
 
an engine failure.










6.
 
a sudden cessation of power.




7.
 
the collapse of a business.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally as 
failer

 , in the senses ‘nonoccurrence’ and ‘cessation of supply’): from Anglo-Norman French 
failer

 for Old French 
faillir

 (see fail
 ).






fain

 
/fān /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pleased or willing under the circumstances




•
 
the traveler was 
fain to

 proceed.










2.
 
compelled by the circumstances; obliged




•
 
he was fain to acknowledge that the agreement was sacrosanct.














II.
 
adverb




with pleasure; gladly




•
 
I am weary and 
would fain

 get a little rest.

















– origin

 Old English 
fægen

 ‘happy, well pleased,’ of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘rejoice’; related to fawn
 2
 .





fainéant

 
/ˈfānēənt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an idle or ineffective person.








II.
 
adjective




idle or ineffective.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
fait

 ‘does’ + 
néant

 ‘nothing.’






faint

 
/fānt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a sight, smell, or sound) barely perceptible




•
 
the faint murmur of voices.










2.
 
(of a hope, chance, or possibility) slight; remote




•
 
there is a faint chance that the enemy may flee.










3.
 
lacking in strength or enthusiasm; feeble




•
 
the faint beat of a butterfly's wing.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — weak and dizzy; close to losing consciousness




•
 
the heat made him feel faint.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lose consciousness for a short time because of a temporarily insufficient supply of oxygen to the brain.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 grow weak or feeble; decline




•
 
the fires were fainting.














III.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sudden loss of consciousness




•
 
she hit the floor 
in a dead faint

 .














IV.
 
phrases





not have the faintest








‹informal›

 have no idea




•
 
I haven't the faintest what it means.


















V.
 
derivatives





faintness

 
/ˈfāntnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective; also in the sense ‘cowardly,’ surviving in faint heart
 ): from Old French 
faint

 , past participle of 
faindre

 (see feign
 ). Compare with feint
 1
 .






faint heart

 
/ˌfānt ˈhärt/





I.
 
noun




a person who has a timid or reserved nature.








II.
 
phrases





faint heart never won fair lady








‹proverb›

 timidity will prevent you from achieving your objective.

















faint-hearted

 
/ˌfāntˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking courage; timid




•
 
they were feeling faint-hearted at the prospect of war




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the faint-hearted

 )
 
litigation is 
not for the faint-hearted

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faint-heartedly

 
/ˌfāntˈhärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
faint-heartedness






noun





















faintly

 
/ˈfān(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a faint manner; indistinctly




•
 
she smiled faintly.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — slightly




•
 
his faintly ridiculous hair.




















fair1


 
/fer/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in accordance with the rules or standards; legitimate




•
 
the group has achieved fair and equal representation for all its members.










2.
 
just or appropriate in the circumstances




•
 


to be fair

 , this subject poses special problems.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a means or procedure) gentle; not violent.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batted ball) within the field of play marked by the first and third baselines.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 pertaining to the fair part of the field




•
 
the ball was hit into fair territory.










6.
 
(of hair or complexion) light; blond.




7.
 
(of a person) having a light complexion or blond hair.




8.
 
considerable though not outstanding in size or amount




•
 
he did a fair bit of coaching.










9.
 
moderately good though not outstandingly so




•
 
he believes he has a fair chance of success.










10.
 
(of weather) fine and dry.




11.
 
(of the wind) favorable




•
 
they set sail with a fair wind.










12.
 


‹archaic›

 beautiful: attractive




•
 
the fairest of her daughters.










13.
 
(of words, a speech, or a promise) false, despite being initially attractive or pleasing; specious.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
without cheating or trying to achieve unjust advantage




•
 
no one could say he played fair.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹dialect›

 to a high degree




•
 
she'll be fair delighted to see you.














III.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a beautiful woman.








IV.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dialect›

 (of the weather) become fine




•
 
looks like it's fairing off some.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
all's fair in love and war








‹proverb›

 in certain highly charged situations, any method of achieving your objective is justifiable.









2.
 
by fair means or foul








‹literary›

 
‹humorous›

 using whatever means are necessary




•
 
they were determined to ensure victory for themselves, by fair means or foul.















3.
 
fair and square






honestly and straightforwardly




•
 
we won the match fair and square.















4.
 
a fair deal






equitable treatment.









5.
 
fair dinkum








(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 see dinkum
 .









6.
 
fair enough








‹informal›

 used to admit that something is reasonable or acceptable




•
 
“I can't come because I'm working late.” “Fair enough.”















7.
 
fair-to-middling






slightly above average




•
 
she manages to capitalize on some fair-to-middling material.















8.
 
fair name








‹dated›

 a good reputation.









9.
 
the fair sex

 
the fairer sex








‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 women.









10.
 
fair's fair








‹informal›

 used to request just treatment or assert that an arrangement is just




•
 
Fair's fair—we were here first.















11.
 
for fair








(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 completely and finally




•
 
then we'd be rid of him for fair.















12.
 
in a fair way to do something








‹dated›

 having nearly done something, and likely to achieve it




•
 
he is in a fair way to get well.















13.
 
it's a fair cop








(Brit.)

 an admission that the speaker has been caught doing wrong and deserves punishment.









14.
 
no fair








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 unfair (often used in or as a petulant protestation)




•
 
no fair—we're the only kids in the whole school who don't get to watch TV on school nights.


















VI.
 
derivatives





fairish

 
/ˈferiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fæger

 ‘pleasing, attractive,’ of Germanic origin, related to Norwegian 
vakker

 , ‘beautiful.’






fair2


 
/fer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gathering of stalls and amusements for public entertainment.




2.
 
(also 
agricultural fair

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a competitive exhibition of livestock, agricultural products, and household skills held annually by a town, county, or state and also featuring entertainment and educational displays.




3.
 
a periodic gathering for the sale of goods.




4.
 
an exhibition to promote particular products




•
 
the Contemporary Art Fair.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘periodic gathering for the sale of goods’): from Old French 
feire

 , from late Latin 
feria

 , singular of Latin 
feriae

 ‘holy days’ (on which such fairs were often held).





fair3


 
/fer/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
faired

 )


1.
 
streamline (a vehicle, boat, or aircraft) by adding fairings.











– origin

 Old English in the senses ‘beautify’ and ‘appear or become clean’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





Fairbanks1


 
/ˈferbaNGks/






the second-largest city in Alaska, in the central part of the state, near the junction of the Chena and Tanana rivers; pop. 35,132 (est. 2008).









Fairbanks2


 
/ˈferbaNGks/





I.
 
the name of a family of US actors.




II.
 


Douglas

 (1883–1939); born 
Douglas Elton Ulman

 . He cofounded United Artists in 1919 and became known for his swashbuckling roles in such silent movies as 
The Mark of Zorro

 (1920), 
Robin Hood

 (1922), and 
The Thief of Baghdad

 (1924).




III.
 


Douglas, Jr.

 (1909–2000); born 
Douglas Elton Ulman Fairbanks

 . The son of Douglas, several of his roles were also in the swashbuckling tradition. Notable movies: 
The Prisoner of Zenda

 (1937), 
The Corsican Brothers

 (1941), and 
That Lady in Ermine

 (1948).









Fairborn

 
/ˈferbôrn/






a city in southwestern Ohio, northeast of Dayton; pop. 32,366 (est. 2008).









fair catch






noun






[Football]

 a catch of a punt in which a player raises a hand and does not advance the ball.













fair copy

 
/fe(ə)r ˈkäpē/






noun




written or printed matter transcribed or reproduced after final correction.













Fairfax County






a county in northeastern Virginia that incorporates many suburbs of Washington, DC; pop. 1,015,302 (est. 2008).









Fairfield

 
/ˈferfēld/





I.
 
a city in north central California, an agricultural processing center; pop. 103,683 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a residential town in southwestern Connecticut; pop. 57,345 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southwestern Ohio, north of Cincinnati; pop. 42,384 (est. 2008).









fair game






noun




a person or thing that is considered a reasonable target for criticism, exploitation, or attack.













fairground

 
/ˈferɡround /

 
fairgrounds






noun




an outdoor area where a fair is held.













fair-haired

 
/ˈfer ˈˌhe(ə)rd/






adjective



1.
 
having light-colored hair.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a person) favorite; cherished




•
 
the 
fair-haired boy

 of American advertising.



















fairies' bonnets






plural noun




a small toadstool with a grooved, yellowish-brown, thimble-shaped cap, growing in large clusters on rotten wood or in soil.

[
Coprinus disseminatus

 , family 
Coprinaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













fairing

 
/ˈferiNG/






noun




an external metal or plastic structure added to increase streamlining and reduce drag, especially on a high-performance car, motorcycle, boat, or aircraft.













Fair Isaac Corporation

 
FICO






noun






[Finance]

 the largest and best known of several companies that provide software for calculating a person's credit score.













Fair Isle





I.
 
one of the Shetland Islands, about halfway between Orkney and the main Shetland group.




II.
 
[usu. as 
adj.

 ]
 — traditional multicolored geometric designs used in woolen knitwear




•
 
Fair Isle sweaters.















fairlead

 
/ˈferlēd/






noun




a ring mounted on a boat or ship to guide a rope, keeping it clear of obstructions and preventing it from being cut or chafed.













fairly

 
/ˈferlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
with justice




•
 
he could not fairly be accused of wasting police time.










2.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to quite a high degree




•
 
I was fairly certain she had nothing to do with the affair.




•
 
I get along fairly well with everybody.










3.
 
actually (used to emphasize something surprising or extreme)




•
 
he fairly snarled at her.














II.
 
phrases





fairly and squarely






another term for fair and square
 (see fair
 1
 ).

















fair-market value






noun




a selling price for an item to which a buyer and seller can agree.













fair-minded

 
/ˌferˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




impartial in judgment; just




•
 
a fair-minded employer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fair-mindedly






adverb













2.
 
fair-mindedness






noun





















fairness

 
/ˈfernəs/






noun



1.
 
impartial and just treatment or behavior without favoritism or discrimination




•
 
part of my role is to ensure fairness to all parties




•
 
I was impressed with her fairness and firm hand as manager.










2.
 
the quality of having light-colored hair or a pale complexion




•
 
descriptions emphasize the fairness of her skin.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 beauty




•
 
the maiden allows her fairness to lead her to trouble.



















fairness doctrine






noun




a former federal policy in the US requiring television and radio broadcasters to present contrasting viewpoints on controversial issues of public importance.













fairness opinion






noun






[Finance]

 a professional opinion, provided by an investment bank or other third party, about whether the price offered in a merger or acquisition deal is reasonable




•
 
the offer was put to shareholders without a customary fairness opinion by a financial adviser.



















fair play

 
/ˌfer ˈplā/






noun




respect for the rules or equal treatment of all concerned.













fair-skinned

 
/ˌferˈskind/






adjective




(of a person) having pale or relatively pale skin




•
 
a fair-skinned woman with blue eyes.



















fair-spoken

 
/ˈferˌspōkən/






adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a person) courteous and pleasant.













fair trade






noun




trade in which fair prices are paid to producers in developing countries.













fair-trade agreement






noun




an agreement, typically illegal, between a manufacturer of a trademarked item in the US and its retail distributors to sell the item at a price at or above that designated by the manufacturer.













fair use






noun




(in US copyright law) the doctrine that brief excerpts of copyright material may, under certain circumstances, be quoted verbatim for purposes such as criticism, news reporting, teaching, and research, without the need for permission from or payment to the copyright holder.













fairwater

 
/ˈfe(ə)rˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






noun




a structure that improves the streamlining of a ship to assist its smooth passage through water.













fairway

 
/ˈferwā/






noun



1.
 
the part of a golf course between a tee and the corresponding green, where the grass is kept short.




2.
 
a navigable channel in a river or harbor.




3.
 
a regular course or track followed by ships.













fair-weather friend

 
/fe(ə)r ˈweT͟Hər frend/






noun




a person who stops being a friend in times of difficulty.














fairy

 
/ˈferē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small imaginary being of human form that has magical powers, especially a female one.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a male homosexual.








II.
 
adjective




belonging to, resembling, or associated with fairies




•
 
fairy gold.














III.
 
derivatives





fairylike

 
/ˈferēˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting fairyland, or fairies collectively): from Old French 
faerie

 , from 
fae

 ‘a fairy,’ from Latin 
fata

 ‘the Fates,’ plural of 
fatum

 (see fate
 ). Compare with fay
 .






fairy armadillo






noun




a very small burrowing armadillo found in southern South America.

[Genus 
Clamyphorus

 , family 
Dasypodidae

 : two species.]














fairy bluebird






noun




a southern Asian forest songbird related to the orioles, the male of which has bright blue and black plumage.

[Genus 
Irena

 , family 
Irenidae

 (or 
Oriolidae

 ): two species, in particular the widespread 
I. puella

 .]













fairy dust






noun




another term for pixie dust
 .













fairy fly






noun




a minute parasitic wasp that lays its eggs in the eggs of other insects.

[Family 
Mymaridae

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : numerous genera.]













fairy godmother

 
/ˈˌferē ˈɡädˌməT͟Hər/






noun




a female character in some fairy tales who has magical powers and brings unexpected good fortune to the hero or heroine.













fairyland

 
/ˈferēˌland/






noun



1.
 
the imaginary home of fairies.




2.
 
a beautiful or seemingly enchanted place


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fairyland castle.










3.
 
an imagined ideal place; a utopia.













fairy ring

 
/ˈferē ˌriNG/






noun




a circular area of grass that is darker in color than the surrounding grass due to the growth of certain fungi. They were popularly believed to have been caused by fairies dancing.













fairy shrimp






noun




a small, transparent crustacean that typically swims on its back, using its legs to filter food particles from the water.

[Order 
Anostraca

 , class 
Branchiopoda

 : many species, including brine shrimps.]













fairy tale

 
/ˈferē tāl /

 
fairy story






noun



1.
 
a children's story about magical and imaginary beings and lands.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something regarded as resembling a fairy story in being magical, idealized, or extremely happy




•
 
a fairy-tale romance.










3.
 
a fabricated story, especially one intended to deceive.













fairy tern






noun




a small white tropical tern that lays its single egg on a narrow ledge or on the bare branch of a tree. When it flies against a bright sky, the wings appear somewhat translucent, allowing the bone structure to be seen.

[
Gygis alba

 , family 
Sternidae

 .]













fairy wren






noun




a small Australian songbird with a long cocked tail, the male of which has partly or mainly blue plumage.

[Genus 
Malurus

 , family 
Maluridae

 : several species, in particular the common 
superb fairy wren

 or blue wren (
M. cyaneus

 ).]













Faisal

 
/ˈfīsəl/





I.
 
the name of two kings of Iraq.




II.
 


Faisal I

 (1885–1933); reigned 1921–33. He was supported by the British and by fervent Arab nationalists. Under his rule, Iraq achieved full independence in 1932.




III.
 


Faisal II

 (1935–58), grandson of Faisal I; reigned 1939–58.He was assassinated in a military coup, after which a republic was established.










Faisalabad

 
/ˌfīˌsäləˈbäd, -ˈbad/






an industrial city in Punjab, Pakistan; pop. 2,793,700 (est. 2009). Until 1979 it was known as Lyallpur.









fait accompli

 
/ˌfed əkämˈplē ˌfād əkämˈplē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a thing that has already happened or been decided before those affected hear about it, leaving them with no option but to accept




•
 
the results were presented to shareholders as a fait accompli.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘accomplished fact.’





faith

 
/fāTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
complete trust or confidence in someone or something




•
 
this restores one's faith in politicians.










2.
 
strong belief in God or in the doctrines of a religion, based on spiritual apprehension rather than proof.




3.
 
a system of religious belief




•
 
the Christian faith.










4.
 
a strongly held belief or theory




•
 
the faith that life will expand until it fills the universe.














II.
 
phrases





break (or keep) faith






be disloyal (or loyal)




•
 
an attempt to make us 
break faith with

 our customers.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
feid

 , from Latin 
fides

 .





faith-based






adjective




affiliated with or based on religion or a religious group




•
 
a faith-based plan that bilked investors out of millions.



















faithful

 
/ˈfāTHfəl/






adjective



1.
 
loyal, constant, and steadfast




•
 
he exhorted them to remain 
faithful to

 the principles of Reaganism




•
 
employees who had notched up decades of faithful service




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the faithful

 )
 
the struggle to please the party faithful.










2.
 
(of a spouse or partner) never having a sexual relationship with anyone else




•
 
her husband was faithful to her.










3.
 
(of an object) reliable




•
 
my faithful compass.










4.
 
(usu. as 
plural noun

 
the faithful

 )
 — having a strong belief in a particular religion, especially Islam.




5.
 
true to the facts or the original




•
 
the rugs they make today remain faithful to their ancestors' methods.



















faithfully

 
/ˈfāTHfəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a loyal manner.




2.
 
in a manner that is true to the facts or the original




•
 
she translated the novel as faithfully as possible.














II.
 
phrases





yours faithfully








(chiefly Brit.)

 a formula for ending a formal letter to someone whose name you do not know.

















faithfulness

 
/ˈfāTHfəlnəs/






noun




the quality of being faithful; fidelity




•
 
faithfulness in marriage.




















faith healing

 
/ˈfāTH ˌhēliNG/





I.
 
noun




healing achieved by religious belief and prayer, rather than by medical treatment.








II.
 
derivatives





faith healer

 
/ˈfāTH ˌhēlər /






noun





















faithless

 
/ˈfāTHləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
disloyal, especially to a spouse or partner; untrustworthy




•
 
her faithless lover.










2.
 
without religious faith.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faithlessly






adverb













2.
 
faithlessness

 
/ˈfāTHləsnəs /






noun





















fajita

 
/fəˈhēdə/





I.
 
noun




a dish of Mexican origin consisting of strips of spiced beef or chicken, chopped vegetables, and grated cheese, wrapped in a soft tortilla and often served with sour cream.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: Mexican Spanish, literally ‘little strip or belt.’






fake1


 
/fāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is not genuine; a forgery or sham




•
 
the painting was a fake.










2.
 
a person who appears or claims to be something that they are not.




3.
 
a pretense or trick




•
 
his excuse for coming was a fake.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
not genuine; counterfeit




•
 
fake designer clothing




•
 
expressing fake emotions.










2.
 
(of a person) claiming to be something that one is not




•
 
a fake doctor.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forge or counterfeit (something)




•
 
the woman faked her spouse's signature.










2.
 
pretend to feel or suffer from (an emotion or illness)




•
 
he had begun to fake a bad stomachache.










3.
 
make (an event) appear to happen




•
 
he faked his own death.










4.
 
accomplish (a task) by improvising




•
 
all the experts agree that you can't 
fake it

 .










5.
 


[Music]

 improvise




•
 
he fakes the melody line of a standard tune.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faker

 
/ˈfākər /






noun













2.
 
fakery

 
/ˈfāk(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as an adjective; originally slang): origin uncertain; perhaps ultimately related to German 
fegen

 ‘sweep, thrash.’ Compare with fig
 2
 .





fake2


 
/fāk/





I.
 
noun, verb




variant spelling of flake
 4
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): of unknown origin.





fake bake





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the process of getting a sunless tan, as under sunlamps or by applying a sunless-tanning lotion




•
 
they're advertising reasonable prices for fake bakes.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
fake-bake

 )


1.
 
get a sunless tan




•
 
in the winter months, she likes to fake-bake about once a week.



















fake book






noun






[Music]

 a book of music containing the basic chord sequences of jazz or other tunes.













fake tan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial suntan




•
 
she had short blonde hair and a fake tan.










2.
 
a lotion containing chemicals that react with the skin to produce an artificial suntan




•
 
it's time to dust off the ball gowns and slap on some fake tan.














II.
 
derivatives





fake-tanned






adjective





















fakie

 
/ˈfākē/





I.
 
noun




(in skateboarding or snowboarding) a movement in which the board is ridden backward.








II.
 
adverb




with a movement in which the board is ridden backwards




•
 
once you can do it forward, try it fakie.



















fakir

 
/fəˈkir ˈfākər /

 
fakeer
 , faqir
 , faquir





I.
 
noun




a Muslim (or, loosely, a Hindu) religious ascetic who lives solely on alms.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from Arabic 
faḳīr

 ‘needy man.’





Falabella

 
/ˌfaləˈbelə/





I.
 
noun




a horse of a miniature breed, the adult of which does not usually exceed 30 inches (75 cm) in height.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: named after Julio 
Falabella

 (died 1981), an Argentinian breeder.





falafel

 
/fəˈläfəl /

 
felafel





I.
 
noun




a Middle Eastern dish of spiced mashed chickpeas or other pulses formed into balls or fritters and deep-fried, usually eaten with or in pita bread.











– origin

 from colloquial Egyptian Arabic 
falāfil

 , plural of Arabic 
fulful

 , 
filfil

 ‘pepper.’






Falange

 
/fəˈlanj, ˈfāˌlanj/





I.
 
the Spanish Fascist movement that merged with traditional right-wing elements in 1937 to form the ruling party, the Falange Española Tradicionalista, under General Franco. It was formally abolished in 1977.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Falangism

 
/-izəm /






noun













2.
 
Falangist

 
/-jist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
phalanx

 , 
phalang-

 (see phalanx
 ).






Falasha

 
/fəˈläSHə/





I.
 
noun






‹often offensive›

 a member of a group of people in Ethiopia who hold the Jewish faith but use Ge'ez rather than Hebrew as a liturgical language. The Falashas were not formally recognized as Jews until 1975, and many of them were airlifted to Israel in 1984–85 and after.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Amharic, literally ‘exile, immigrant.’





falcate

 
/ˈfalkāt ˈfôlkāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 curved like a sickle; hooked




•
 
the mandibles are falcate.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
falcatus

 , from 
falx

 , 
falc-

 ‘sickle.’





falcated teal





I.
 
noun




a small duck that is native to China and northeastern Asia.

[
Anas falcata

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named from the long sickle-shaped inner secondary feathers of the male.





falchion

 
/ˈfôl(t)SHən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a broad, slightly curved sword with the cutting edge on the convex side.











– origin

 Middle English 
fauchon

 , from Old French, based on Latin 
falx

 , 
falc-

 ‘sickle.’ The 
-l-

 was added in the 16th cent. to conform with the Latin spelling.





falciform

 
/ˈfalsəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 curved like a sickle; hooked




•
 
the falciform ligament.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
falx

 , 
falc-

 ‘sickle’ + -iform.





falciparum

 
/falˈsipərəm /

 
falciparum malaria





I.
 
noun




the most severe form of malaria, caused by infection with 
Plasmodium falciparum




[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the falciparum parasite.

















– origin

 1930s: modern Latin, from Latin 
falx, falc-

 ‘sickle’ + 
-parum

 (from 
-parus

 ‘bearing’).






falcon

 
/ˈfalkən ˈfôlkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diurnal bird of prey with long pointed wings and a notched beak, typically catching prey by diving on it from above.

Compare with hawk
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun). [Family 
Falconidae

 , in particular the genus 
Falco

 : many species, including the peregrine, hobby, merlin, and kestrel.]




2.
 


[Falconry]

 a female falcon, especially a peregrine.

Compare with tercel.











– origin

 Middle English 
faucon

 (originally denoting any diurnal bird of prey used in falconry): from Old French, from late Latin 
falco

 . The 
-l-

 was added in the 15th cent. to conform with the Latin spelling.





falconer

 
/ˈfalkənər/





I.
 
noun




a person who keeps, trains, or hunts with falcons, hawks, or other birds of prey.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fauconier

 , from 
faucon

 (see falcon
 ).





falconet

 
/ˈfalkənət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a light cannon.




2.
 
a very small South Asian (or South American) falcon, typically having bold black-and-white plumage.

[Genus 
Microhierax

 (and 
Spiziapteryx

 ), family 
Falconidae

 : six species.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian 
falconetto

 , diminutive of 
falcone

 ‘falcon,’ from Latin 
falco

 (see falcon
 ). 
Sense

 2 is from falcon
 + -et
 1
 .





falconry

 
/ˈfalkənrē/





I.
 
noun




the sport of hunting with falcons or other birds of prey; the keeping and training of such birds.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
fauconnerie

 , from 
faucon

 (see falcon
 ).





Faldo, Nick

 
/ˈfôldō/






(1957–), English golfer; full name 
Sir Nicholas Alexander Faldo

 . He won the British Open championship in 1987, 1990, and 1992 and the US Masters in 1989, 1990, and 1996.










faldstool

 
/ˈfôldˌsto͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a folding chair used by a bishop when not occupying the throne or when officiating in a church other than his own.




2.
 
a small movable folding desk or stool for kneeling at prayer.











– origin

 late Old English 
fældestōl

 , of Germanic origin, from the base of fold
 1
 and stool
 , influenced by medieval Latin 
faldistolium

 , from Germanic. Compare with fauteuil
 .





Falkland Islands

 
/ˌfôklənd ˈīləndz /

 
the Falklands





I.
 
a group of more than 100 islands in the South Atlantic Ocean, an overseas territory of the UK, about 300 miles (500 km) east of the Strait of Magellan; pop. 3,100 (est. 2008); capital, Stanley (on East Falkland). They were occupied and colonized by Britain in 1832–33, following the expulsion of an Argentine garrison. Argentina has contested British sovereignty and continues to refer to the islands by their old Spanish name, the Malvinas. In 1982, an Argentine invasion led to the Falklands War, which ended in a successful British reoccupation.




II.
 
derivatives





Falkland Islander

 
Falklander






noun





















Falkland Islands Dependencies






a British overseas territory in the South Atlantic Ocean that consists of the South Sandwich Islands and South Georgia (which is administered from the Falkland Islands).









Falklands War





I.
 
an armed conflict between Britain and Argentina in 1982.





On the orders of Argentina's military junta, Argentine forces invaded the Falkland Islands in support of their claim to sovereignty. In response, Britain sent a task force of ships and aircraft, which forced the Argentine forces to surrender.






fall

 
/fôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move downward, typically rapidly and freely without control, from a higher to a lower level




•
 
bombs could be seen 
falling from

 the planes




•
 (as 
adj.

 
falling

 )
 
the power lines had been brought down by falling trees.










2.
 
(
fall off

 )
 — become detached accidentally and drop to the ground




•
 
my sunglasses fell off and broke on the pavement.










3.
 
hang down




•
 
hair that was allowed to fall to the shoulders.










4.
 
(of land) slope downward; drop away




•
 
the land 
fell away

 in a steep bank.










5.
 
(
fall into

 )
 — (of a river) flow or discharge itself into.




6.
 
(of someone's eyes or glance) be directed downward.




7.
 
(of someone's face) show dismay or disappointment by appearing to sag or droop




•
 
her face fell as she thought about her life with George.










8.
 
occur, arrive, or become apparent as if by dropping suddenly




•
 
when night fell we managed to crawl back to our lines




•
 
the information might 
fall into

 the wrong hands.










9.
 
(of a person) lose one's balance and collapse




•
 
she 
fell down

 at school today.










10.
 
throw oneself down, typically in order to worship or implore someone




•
 
they fell on their knees, rendering thanks to God.










11.
 
(of a tree, building, or other structure) collapse to the ground




•
 
the house looked as if it were going to 
fall down

 at any moment.










12.
 
(of a building or place) be captured or defeated




•
 
their mountain strongholds 
fell to

 enemy attack.










13.
 
die in battle




•
 
an English leader who had fallen at the hands of the Danes.










14.
 


‹archaic›

 commit sin; yield to temptation




•
 
it is their husband's fault if wives do fall.










15.
 
(of a government or leader) lose office.




16.
 
(in sports) lose or be eliminated from play.




17.
 
decrease in number, amount, intensity, or quality




•
 
in 1987 imports into Britain 
fell by

 12 percent




•
 
we're worried that standards are falling.










18.
 
find a lower level; subside or abate




•
 
the water table in the Rift Valley fell.










19.
 
(of a measuring instrument) show a lower reading




•
 
the barometer had fallen a further ten points.










20.
 
pass into a specified state




•
 
many of the buildings 
fell into

 disrepair




•
 
she fell pregnant.










21.
 
(
fall to doing something

 )
 — begin to do something




•
 
he fell to musing about how it had happened.










22.
 
be drawn accidentally into




•
 
you must not 
fall into

 this common error.










23.
 
occur at a specified time




•
 
Mother's birthday fell on Flag Day.










24.
 
be classified or ordered in the way specified




•
 
canals 
fall within

 the Minister's brief.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of falling or collapsing; a sudden uncontrollable descent




•
 
his mother had a fall, hurting her leg as she alighted from a train.










2.
 
a controlled act of falling, especially as a stunt or in martial arts.




3.
 


[Wrestling]

 a move which pins the opponent's shoulders on the ground for a count of three.




4.
 
a state of hanging or drooping downward




•
 


the fall of

 her hair.










5.
 
a downward difference in height between parts of a surface




•
 
at the corner of the massif this fall is interrupted by other heights of considerable stature.










6.
 
a sudden onset or arrival as if by dropping




•
 
the fall of darkness.










7.
 
a thing that falls or has fallen




•
 
in October came the first thin fall of snow




•
 
a rock fall.










8.
 
(usu. 
falls

 )
 — a waterfall or cascade.




9.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a downward turn in a melody




•
 
that strain again, it had a dying fall.










10.
 
(
falls

 )
 — the parts or petals of a flower that bend downward, especially the outer perianth segments of an iris.




11.
 
a decrease in size, number, rate, or level; a decline




•
 
a big 
fall in

 unemployment.










12.
 
a loss of office




•
 
the fall of the government.










13.
 
the loss of a city or fortified place during battle




•
 


the fall of

 Jerusalem.










14.
 
a person's moral descent, typically through succumbing to temptation.




15.
 
(
the Fall

 or 
the Fall of Man

 )
 — the lapse of humankind into a state of sin, ascribed in traditional Jewish and Christian theology to the disobedience of Adam and Eve as described in Genesis.




16.
 
(also 
Fall

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 autumn.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fall foul (or afoul) of






come into conflict with and be undermined by




•
 
any commitment of resources is likely to fall foul of government cash limitations.















2.
 
fall in (or into) line






conform with others or with accepted behavior.

[with reference to military formation.]









3.
 
fall into place






(of a series of events or facts) begin to make sense or cohere




•
 
once he knew what to look for, the theory fell quickly into place.















4.
 
fall on stony ground






see stony
 .









5.
 
fall over oneself to do something








‹informal›

 be excessively eager to do something




•
 
critics and audiences fell over themselves to compliment him.















6.
 
fall prey to






see prey
 .









7.
 
fall short (of)





a.
 
(of a missile) fail to reach its target.




b.
 


‹figurative›

 be deficient or inadequate; fail to reach a required goal




•
 
the total vote fell short of the required two-thirds majority.















8.
 
fall to pieces






see fall apart
 below.









9.
 
fall victim to






see victim
 .









10.
 
take the fall








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 receive blame or punishment, typically in the place of another person.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
fall apart (or to pieces)





a.
 
break up, come apart, or disintegrate




•
 
their marriage is likely to fall apart.










b.
 
(of a person) lose one's capacity to cope




•
 
Angie fell to pieces because she had lost everything.















2.
 
fall back






move or turn back; retreat.









3.
 
fall back on






have recourse to when in difficulty




•
 
they normally fell back on one of three arguments.















4.
 
fall behind





a.
 
fail to keep up with one's competitors.




b.
 
fail to meet a commitment to make a regular payment




•
 
borrowers 
falling behind with

 their mortgage payments.















5.
 
fall down






be shown to be inadequate or false; fail




•
 
the deal fell down partly because there were a lot of unanswered questions.















6.
 
fall for

 

‹informal›






a.
 
be captivated by; fall in love with.




b.
 
be deceived by (something)




•
 
he should have known better than to expect Duncan to fall for a cheap trick like that.















7.
 
fall in





a.
 
take one's place in a military formation




•
 
the soldiers fell in by the side of the road.










b.
 
(of a structure) collapse inward.









8.
 
fall in with





a.
 
meet by chance and become involved with




•
 
he fell in with thieves.










b.
 
act in accordance with (someone's ideas or suggestions); agree to




•
 
falling in with other people's views.















9.
 
fall on (or upon)





a.
 
attack fiercely or unexpectedly




•
 
the army fell on the besiegers.










b.
 
seize enthusiastically




•
 
she fell on the sandwiches as though she had not eaten in weeks.










c.
 
(of someone's eyes or gaze) be directed toward




•
 
her gaze fell on the mud-stained coverlet.










d.
 
(of a burden or duty) be borne or incurred by




•
 
the cost of tuition should not fall on the student.















10.
 
fall out





a.
 
(of the hair, teeth, etc.) become detached and drop out.




b.
 
have an argument




•
 
he had 
fallen out with

 his family.










c.
 
leave one's place in a military formation, or on parade




•
 
the two policemen at the rear fell out of the formation.










d.
 
happen; turn out




•
 
matters fell out as Stephen arranged.















11.
 
fall through






come to nothing; fail




•
 
the project fell through due to lack of money.















12.
 
fall to





a.
 
(of a task) become the duty or responsibility of




•
 
it fell to me to write to Shephard.










b.
 
(of property) revert to the ownership of.















– origin

 Old English
fallan

 , 
feallan

 , of Germanic origin; the noun is partly from the verb, partly from Old Norse 
fall

 ‘downfall, sin.’





fallacious

 
/fəˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




based on a mistaken belief




•
 
fallacious arguments.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fallaciously

 
/fəˈlāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
fallaciousness

 
/fəˈlāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
fallacieux

 , from Latin 
fallaciosus

 , from 
fallacia

 (see fallacy
 ).






fallacy

 
/ˈfaləsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mistaken belief, especially one based on unsound argument




•
 
the notion that the camera never lies is a fallacy.










2.
 


[Logic]

 a failure in reasoning that renders an argument invalid.




3.
 
faulty reasoning; misleading or unsound argument




•
 
the potential for fallacy which lies behind the notion of self-esteem.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘deception, guile’; gradually superseding Middle English 
fallace

 ): from Latin 
fallacia

 , from 
fallax

 , 
fallac-

 ‘deceiving,’ from 
fallere

 ‘deceive.’





fallacy of composition






noun




the error of assuming that what is true of a member of a group is true for the group as a whole.














fallaway

 
/ˈfôləˌwā/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
made or done while moving or falling away, especially (in basketball) from the basket




•
 
he hit a 
fallaway jumper

 with five minutes left in the half.



















fallback

 
/ˈfôlˌbak/






noun



1.
 
an alternative plan that may be used in an emergency




•
 
teaching was a last resort, a fallback.










2.
 
a reduction or retreat




•
 
the offering will hit the market after a fallback from record highs.



















fallback position






noun




an alternative course of action that may be taken if the original plan fails




•
 
it's important to have a fallback position.



















Fall Classic






noun






[Baseball]

 a nickname for the World Series.













fallen

 
/ˈfôlən/





I.
 
past participle of fall
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Theology]

 subject to sin or depravity




•
 
fallen human nature.










2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a woman) regarded as having lost her honor through engaging in a sexual relationship outside marriage




•
 
a fallen woman with a checkered past.










3.
 
(of a soldier) killed in battle




•
 
fallen heroes.














III.
 
derivatives





fallenness






noun





















fallen angel






noun




(in Christian, Jewish, and Muslim tradition) an angel who rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven.













faller

 
/ˈfôlər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who fells trees for a living.













fallfish

 
/ˈfôlˌfiSH/






noun




a North American freshwater fish resembling the chub. Also called 
corporal

 .

[
Semotilus corporalis

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]













fall guy

 
/ˈfôl ˌɡī/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a scapegoat




•
 
he contends that he is innocent, that he was set up as a fall guy.



















fallibilism

 
/ˈfaləbəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the principle that propositions concerning empirical knowledge can be accepted even though they cannot be proved with certainty.








II.
 
derivatives





fallibilist






noun, adjective





















fallibility

 
/ˌfaləˈbilədē/






noun




the tendency to make mistakes or be wrong




•
 
technology is not a cure for human fallibility




•
 
studies on the fallibility of memory and perception.



















fallible

 
/ˈfaləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of making mistakes or being erroneous




•
 
experts can be fallible.














II.
 
derivatives





fallibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
fallibilis

 , from Latin 
fallere

 ‘deceive.’





falling-out

 
/ˈfôliNG ˌout/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quarrel or disagreement




•
 
the two of them had a falling-out.



















falling sickness






noun

 — (
the falling sickness

 )


1.
 
archaic term for epilepsy
 .













falling star

 
/ˌfôliNG ˈstär/






noun




a meteor or shooting star.













fall line

 
/ˈfôl ˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
a narrow zone that marks the geological boundary between an upland region and a plain, distinguished by the occurrence of falls and rapids where rivers and streams cross it.




2.
 
(
the Fall Line

 )
 — (in the US) the zone demarcating the Piedmont from the Atlantic coastal plain.




3.
 
(
the fall line

 )
 — 

[Skiing]

 the route leading straight down any particular part of a slope.













falloff

 
/ˈfôläf/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a decrease in something




•
 
even top schools have seen a 
falloff in

 applications.



















fallopian tube

 
/fəˈlōpēən ˌto͞ob/





I.
 
noun




(in a female mammal) either of a pair of tubes along which eggs travel from the ovaries to the uterus.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from 
Fallopius

 , Latinized form of the name of Gabriello 
Fallopio

 (1523–62), the Italian anatomist who first described them.





fallout

 
/ˈfôlˌout/






noun



1.
 
radioactive particles that are carried into the atmosphere after a nuclear explosion or accident and gradually fall back as dust or in precipitation.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — airborne substances resulting from an industrial process or accident




•
 
acid fallout from power stations.










3.
 
the adverse side effects or results of a situation




•
 
almost as dramatic as the financial scale of the mess is the growing political fallout.



















fallout shelter






noun




a building or other structure designed to protect people from radioactive fallout after a nuclear explosion




•
 
once the survivors have emerged from their fallout shelters, their suffering is often only beginning.



















fallow1


 
/ˈfalō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of farmland) plowed and harrowed but left unsown for a period in order to restore its fertility as part of a crop rotation or to avoid surplus production




•
 
incentives for farmers to let the land 
lie fallow

 in order to reduce grain surpluses.










2.
 
inactive




•
 
long fallow periods when nothing seems to happen.










3.
 
(of a sow) not pregnant.








II.
 
noun




a piece of fallow or uncultivated land.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave (land) fallow.








IV.
 
derivatives





fallowness

 
/ˈfalōnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fealgian

 ‘to break up land for sowing,’ of Germanic origin; related to Low German 
falgen

 .





fallow2


 
/ˈfalō/





I.
 
noun




a pale brown or reddish yellow color.











– origin

 Old English 
falu

 , 
fealu

 .





fallow deer

 
/ˈfalō di(ə)r/






noun




a Eurasian deer with branched palmate antlers, typically having a white-spotted reddish-brown coat in summer.

[
Cervus dama

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]













Fall River






an industrial city in southeastern Massachusetts, a longtime textile center that is also associated with the Lizzie Borden legend; pop. 90,931 (est. 2008).









Falmouth

 
/ˈfalməTH/






a commercial town in southeastern Massachusetts, southwest of Cape Cod, home to the Woods Hole ocean science complex; pop. 33,123 (est. 2008).










false

 
/fôls/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not according with truth or fact; incorrect




•
 
the test can produce false results




•
 
the allegations were false.










2.
 
not according with rules or law




•
 
false imprisonment.










3.
 
appearing to be the thing denoted; deliberately made or meant to deceive




•
 
check to see if the trunk has a false bottom




•
 
a false passport.










4.
 
artificial




•
 
false eyelashes.










5.
 
feigned




•
 
a horribly false smile.










6.
 
illusory; not actually so




•
 
sunscreens give users a false sense of security.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used in names of plants, animals, and gems that superficially resemble the thing properly so called, e.g., 
false oat

 , 
false killer whale

 .




8.
 
treacherous; unfaithful




•
 
a false lover.














II.
 
phrases





false position






a situation in which one is compelled to act in a manner inconsistent with one's true nature or principles.












III.
 
derivatives





falseness

 
/ˈfôlsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fals

 ‘fraud, deceit,’ from Latin 
falsum

 ‘fraud,’ neuter past participle of 
fallere

 ‘deceive’; reinforced or re-formed in Middle English from Old French 
fals

 , 
faus

 ‘false.’






false acacia






noun




a tree of the same family as the true acacias (
Leguminosae

 ), but of a different genus (
Robinia

 ), in particular the black locust of North America.













false alarm

 
/ˈˌfôls əˈlärm/






noun



1.
 
a false report of a fire to a fire department.




2.
 
a warning given about something that fails to happen.













false bedding






noun






[Geology]

 another term for cross-bedding
 .














false beechdrops






noun




see pinesap
 .













false card

 

‹Bridge›






I.
 
noun




a card played in order to give one's opponents a misleading impression of one's strength in the suit led.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (a false card).













false color






noun




color added during the processing of a photographic or computer image to aid interpretation of the subject.













false consciousness






noun




(especially in Marxist theory) a way of thinking that prevents a person from perceiving the true nature of their social or economic situation.














false coral snake






noun




a harmless snake that mimics the bright coloration of the venomous coral snakes.

[Several genera in the family 
Colubridae

 , in particular 
Simophis

 and 
Pliocercus

 of South America.]













false cypress






noun




a conifer of a genus that includes Lawson cypress (see Port Orford cedar
 ).

[Genus 
Chamaecyparis

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]













false dawn






noun



1.
 
a transient light that precedes the rising of the sun by about an hour.




2.
 
a promising situation that comes to nothing




•
 
the latest signs of an economic recovery could be another false dawn.



















false face






noun




a mask, usually wooden, traditionally worn ceremonially by some North American Indian peoples to cure the sick.













false friend

 
/ˌfôls ˈfrend/





I.
 
noun




a word or expression that has a similar form to one in a person's native language, but a different meaning (for example English 
magazine

 and French 
magasin

 ‘shop’).











– origin

 translating French 
faux ami

 .






false fruit






noun




a fruit formed from other parts of the plant as well as the ovary, especially the receptacle, as occurs in the strawberry or fig.

Also called pseudocarp
 .













false gharial

 
/ˌfôls ˈɡerēəl/






noun




a rare, narrow-snouted crocodile that resembles the gharial, native to Indonesia and Malaysia.

[
Tomistoma schlegelii

 , family 
Crocodylidae

 .]













false-hearted






adjective




deceitful or unfaithful




•
 
shame on you and your devious, false-hearted marketing.




















false hellebore

 
/ˌfôls ˈheləˌbôr/






noun




a herbaceous plant of the lily family, with pleated leaves and a tall spike of densely packed yellow-green flowers, found in damp soils in north temperate regions.

Also called Indian poke. [Genus 
Veratrum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular 
V. viride

 of North America.]













falsehood

 
/ˈfôlsˌho͝od/






noun



1.
 
the state of being untrue




•
 
the truth or falsehood of the many legends that surround her.










2.
 
a lie.




3.
 
lying




•
 
the right to sue for malicious falsehood.



















false imprisonment






noun




the state of being imprisoned without legal authority




•
 
he sought damages from the police for wrongful arrest and false imprisonment.



















falsely

 
/ˈfôlslē/






adverb



1.
 
not in accordance with truth or fact; incorrectly




•
 
the police falsely accused him of murder




•
 
the deaths were falsely attributed to influenza.










2.
 
not in accordance with rules or law; dishonestly




•
 
he admitted two counts of falsely claiming expenses




•
 
he was offered money to testify falsely against me.










3.
 
in an insincere or artificial manner




•
 
she smiled falsely.










4.
 
in an illusory manner; not actually so




•
 
testing will yield falsely reassuring results.



















false memory






noun






[Psychology]

 an apparent recollection of an event that did not actually occur, especially one of childhood sexual abuse arising from suggestion during psychotherapy


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
false memory syndrome.



















false memory syndrome






noun






[Psychology]

 a condition in which a person has an apparent recollection of an event that did not actually occur, especially one of childhood sexual abuse that arises during psychotherapy or psychoanalysis




•
 
she later retracted her allegations in what came to be seen as a case of false memory syndrome.



















false move

 
/fôls mo͞ov/






noun




an unwise or careless action that could have dangerous consequences




•
 
one false move would lead to nuclear war.



















false negative






noun




a test result which incorrectly indicates that a particular condition or attribute is absent




•
 
it's possible to have a false negative—the test says you aren't pregnant when you are




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
introducing a known quantity of cyanide into the sample may prevent false negative results.



















false positive






noun




a test result which incorrectly indicates that a particular condition or attribute is present




•
 
stress testing, a routine diagnostic tool used in detecting heart disease, results in a significant number of false positives in women




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the computer-aided system may return false positive results.




















false pregnancy






noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal condition in which signs of pregnancy such as amenorrhea, nausea, and abdominal swelling are present in a woman who is not pregnant.













false pretenses






plural noun




behavior intended to deceive others




•
 
he obtained money by false pretenses.




















false rib

 
/ˌfôls ˈrib/






noun




another term for floating rib
 .














false scorpion






noun




another term for pseudoscorpion
 .













false start

 
/ˌfôls ˈstärt/






noun



1.
 
an invalid or disallowed start to a race, usually due to a competitor beginning before the official signal has been given.




2.
 
an unsuccessful attempt to begin something.













false step

 
/ˌfôls ˈstep/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slip or stumble




•
 
one false step and we would have fallen in the sea.










2.
 
a careless or unwise act; a mistake.














false sunbird






noun




a small asity of Madagascar that resembles a sunbird.

[Genus 
Neodrepanis

 , family 
Philepittidae

 : two species.]













false teeth

 
/ˌfôls ˈtēTH/






plural noun




another term for dentures
 (see denture
 ).














false topaz






noun




another term for citrine
 .













falsetto

 
/fôlˈsedō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a method of voice production used by male singers, especially tenors, to sing notes higher than their normal range




•
 
he sang in a piercing falsetto




•
 
he was singing falsetto in this role.










2.
 


[Music]

 a singer using falsetto.




3.
 


[Music]

 a voice or sound that is unusually or unnaturally high.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
falso

 ‘false,’ from Latin 
falsus

 (see false
 ).






false vampire






noun




a large carnivorous bat that preys on rodents, reptiles, and other small vertebrates.

[● an Old World bat (three species in the family 
Megadermatidae

 , including the large Australian ghost bat, 
Macroderma gigas

 ). ● a tropical New World bat (
Vampyrum spectrum

 , family 
Phyllostomidae

 ).]













false widow

 
false widow spider






noun




a spider resembling the black widow, some species of which are moderately poisonous to humans.

[Genus 
Steatoda

 , family 
Theridiidae

 : numerous species, in particular 
S. nobilis

 , the bite of which can be painful, native to Madeira and the Canary Islands and naturalized in parts of Europe and elsewhere.]













falsework

 
/ˈfôlswərk/






noun




temporary framework structures used to support a building during its construction.













falsies

 
/ˈfôlsēz/






plural noun






‹informal›

 pads of material in women's clothing used to increase the apparent size of the breasts.













falsification

 
/ˌfôlsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of falsifying information or a theory




•
 
an investigation into fraud and the falsification of records.



















falsify

 
/ˈfôlsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter (information or evidence) so as to mislead.




2.
 
forge or alter (a document) fraudulently


(as 
adj.

 
falsified

 )


•
 
falsified documents.










3.
 
prove (a statement or theory) to be false




•
 
the hypothesis is falsified by the evidence.










4.
 
fail to fulfill (a hope, fear, or expectation); remove the justification for




•
 
changes falsify individual expectations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
falsifiability

 
/ˌfôlsəˌfīəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
falsifiable

 
/ˌfôlsəˈfīəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
falsifier

 , from medieval Latin 
falsificare

 , from Latin 
falsificus

 ‘making false,’ from 
falsus

 ‘false.’





falsity

 
/ˈfôlsədē/






noun




the fact of being untrue, incorrect, or insincere




•
 
he exposed the falsity of the claim.



















Falstaffian

 
/fôlˈstafēən/






adjective




of or resembling Shakespeare's character Sir John Falstaff in being fat, jolly, and debauched




•
 
a Falstaffian gusto for life.



















falter

 
/ˈfôltər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
start to lose strength or momentum




•
 
her smile faltered and then faded




•
 (as 
adj.

 
faltering

 )
 
his faltering career.










2.
 
speak in a hesitant or unsteady voice


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I c-c-can't,” he faltered.










3.
 
move unsteadily or in a way that shows lack of confidence




•
 
he faltered and finally stopped in midstride.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
falterer






noun













2.
 
falteringly

 
/ˈfôlt(ə)riNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘stammer’ and ‘stagger’).





Falun Gong

 
/ˈfälo͞on ˈɡo͝oNG, ˈɡäNG /

 
Falun Dafa





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiritual exercise and meditation regime with similarities to t'ai chi ch'uan, practiced predominantly in China.




2.
 
a Taoist-Buddhist sect practicing Falun Gong.











– origin

 1990s: Chinese, literally ‘wheel of law,’ from 
fǎ

 ‘law’ + 
lún

 ‘wheel’ (+ 
gōng

 ‘skill’ or 
dà fǎ

 ‘great method’).





Falwell, Jerry

 
/ˈfôlˌwel/






(1933–2007), US Baptist clergyman; full name 
Jerry Lamon Falwell

 . He was president of the Moral Majority 1979–87, a conservative political action group he cofounded in 1979.









FAM






abbreviation




the Family Channel.













fam.






abbreviation



1.
 
familiar.




2.
 
family.














fame

 
/fām/





I.
 
noun




the condition of being known or talked about by many people, especially on account of notable achievements




•
 
winning the Olympic title has brought her 
fame and fortune

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
fifteen minutes of fame






see fifteen
 .









2.
 
of —— fame






having a particular famous association; famous for having or being ——




•
 
the Cariboo country of gold rush fame.





















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘reputation,’ which survives in the phrase 
house of ill fame

 ): via Old French from Latin 
fama

 .





famed

 
/fāmd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
known about by many people; renowned




•
 
he is 
famed for

 his eccentricities.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 widely reported or rumored.











– origin

 Middle English: past participle of archaic 
fame

 (verb), from Old French 
famer

 , from Latin 
fama

 .





familia

 
/fəˈmilyə/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a household or religious community under one head, regarded as a unit.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘family, household.’





familial

 
/fəˈmilyəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or occurring in a family or its members




•
 
the familial Christmas dinner.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from Latin 
familia

 ‘family.’






familiar

 
/fəˈmilyər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
well known from long or close association




•
 
their faces will be 
familiar to

 many of you




•
 
a familiar voice.










2.
 
often encountered or experienced; common




•
 
the situation was all too familiar.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
familiar with

 )
 — having a good knowledge of




•
 
ensure that you are familiar with the heating controls.










4.
 
in close friendship; intimate




•
 
she had not realized they were on such familiar terms.










5.
 
informal to an inappropriate degree.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
familiar spirit

 )
 — a demon supposedly attending and obeying a witch, often said to assume the form of an animal.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a person rendering certain services in a pope's or bishop's household.




3.
 
a close friend or associate.








III.
 
derivatives





familiarly

 
/fəˈmilyərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘intimate,’ ‘on a family footing’): from Old French 
familier

 , from Latin 
familiaris

 , from 
familia

 ‘household servants, household, family,’ from 
famulus

 ‘servant.’





familiarity

 
/fəˌmilyˈerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
close acquaintance with or knowledge of something




•
 
increase customer 
familiarity with

 a product.










2.
 
the quality of being well known; recognizability based on long or close association




•
 
the reassuring familiarity of his parents' home.










3.
 
relaxed friendliness or intimacy between people




•
 
familiarity allows us to give each other nicknames.










4.
 
inappropriate and often offensive informality of behavior or language




•
 
the unnecessary familiarity made me dislike him at once.














II.
 
phrases





familiarity breeds contempt








‹proverb›

 extensive knowledge of or close association with someone or something leads to a loss of respect for them or it.















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘close relationship’ and ‘sexual intimacy’): via Old French from Latin 
familiaritas

 , from 
familiaris

 ‘familiar, intimate’ (see familiar
 ).





familiarize

 
/fəˈmilyəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) knowledge or understanding of something




•
 
to 
familiarize

 pupils 
with

 the microscope and its uses.










2.
 
make (something) better known or more easily grasped




•
 
exercises which will help to familiarize the terms used.














II.
 
derivatives





familiarization

 
/fəˌmilyərəˈzāSH(ə)n fəˌmilyəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















familist

 
/ˈfaməlist/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or advocating a social framework centered on family relationships rather than on the needs of the individual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
familism

 
/-izəm /






noun













2.
 
familistic

 
/ˌfaməˈlistik /






adjective





















Familist

 
/ˈfaməlist/






noun




a member of the Christian sect of the 16th and 17th centuries called the Family of Love, which asserted the importance of love and the necessity for absolute obedience to any government.













famille

 
/ˌfäˈmē(ə)/





I.
 
noun




Chinese enameled porcelain of particular periods in the 17th and 18th centuries with a predominant color, 
famille jaune

 (yellow), 
famille noire

 (black), 
famille rose

 (red), 
famille verte

 (green).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘family.’






family

 
/ˈfam(ə)lē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group consisting of parents and children living together in a household.




2.
 
a group of people related to one another by blood or marriage




•
 
friends and family can provide support.










3.
 
the children of a person or couple




•
 
she has the sole responsibility for a large family.










4.
 
a person or people related to one and so to be treated with a special loyalty or intimacy




•
 
I could not turn him away, for he was family.










5.
 
a group of people united in criminal activity.




6.
 


[Biology]

 a principal taxonomic category that ranks above genus and below order, usually ending in 
-idae

 (in zoology) or 
-aceae

 (in botany).




7.
 
a group of objects united by a significant shared characteristic.




8.
 


[Mathematics]

 a group of curves or surfaces obtained by varying the value of a constant in the equation generating them.




9.
 
all the descendants of a common ancestor




•
 
the house has been owned by the same family for 300 years.










10.
 
a race or group of peoples from a common stock.




11.
 
all the languages ultimately derived from a particular early language, regarded as a group




•
 
the Austronesian language family.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
designed to be suitable for children as well as adults




•
 
a family newspaper.














III.
 
phrases





in the family way








‹informal›

 pregnant.















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin 
familia

 ‘household servants, household, family,’ from 
famulus

 ‘servant.’





family Bible






noun




a Bible designed to be used at family prayers, typically one with space on its flyleaves for recording important family events.













family court






noun






[Law]

 a court of law that handles cases involving domestic issues such as divorce, child custody, etc.













family doctor

 
family practitioner






noun




a medical doctor who is trained to provide primary health care to patients of either sex and any age.













family hour






noun




a period in the evening during which many children and their families watch television, especially 8 to 9 p.m.




•
 
the rise in the amount of sex and profanity, as well as violence, in the family hour does American families a disservice.



















family jewels





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
valuable items of jewelry belonging to a particular family and handed down from one generation to the next




•
 
the Astor family jewels.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 a man's genitals.








II.
 
phrases





sell (or sell off) the family jewels






part with or sell valuable or precious resources for the sake of immediate profit or advantage




•
 
he has no intention of selling the family jewels by licensing out his technology too early.























family leave






noun




an excused absence from work for the purpose of dealing with family matters, especially the birth or adoption of a child or to care for a sick parent or spouse.













family man

 
/ˈfam(ə)lē ˈˌman/






noun




a man who lives with his wife and children, especially one who enjoys home life.













family medicine






noun




the branch of medicine designed to provide basic health care to all the members of a family.













family name

 
/ˈfam(ə)lē nām/






noun



1.
 
a surname.




2.
 
a family's good reputation




•
 
he won't disgrace the family name.



















family-owned

 
/ˈfam(ə)lēˌōnd/






adjective




(of a business) owned or run by members of a single family




•
 
many family-owned businesses are small




•
 
there's nothing pretentious about this family-owned bakery.



















family planning

 
/ˈfam(ə)lē ˈˌplaniNG/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the practice of controlling the number of children in a family and the intervals between their births, particularly by means of artificial contraception or voluntary sterilization




•
 
family-planning clinics.










2.
 
artificial contraception.













family planning clinic






noun




a clinic that provides advice and treatment relating to contraception and sexual health




•
 
condoms are available free from family planning clinics.



















family practice






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the work of a doctor who provides primary health care to members of the local community




•
 
applicants must have experience in occupational medicine or family practice.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a family practice doctor.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the business or premises of a doctor providing primary health care to members of the local community




•
 
he noticed an increase in patients in this age group at his family practice in Miami.



















family room






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a living room used by all family members for recreation and relaxation.













family-sized

 
/ˈfam(ə)lēˌsīzd /

 
family-size






adjective




large enough to suit or satisfy a whole family




•
 
there is plenty of space for a family-sized dining table




•
 
a family-sized bucket of boneless chicken.



















family style





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
designating a style of preparation or serving of food in which diners help themselves from plates of food that have been put on the table




•
 
a family-style Italian restaurant.










2.
 
suitable for an entire family, including children




•
 
family-style entertainment.














II.
 
adverb




with plates of food from which individual diners can serve themselves




•
 
spaghetti served in a huge bowl, family style.



















family tree

 
/ˈfam(ə)lē ˈˌtrē/






noun




a diagram showing the relationships between people in several generations of a family; a genealogical tree.













family values






plural noun




values held to be traditionally learned or reinforced within a family, such as those of high moral standards and discipline.













famine

 
/ˈfamən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme scarcity of food




•
 
drought could result in famine throughout the region




•
 
the famine of 1921–22.










2.
 
a shortage




•
 
the cotton famine of the 1860s.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 hunger.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
faim

 ‘hunger,’ from Latin 
fames

 .





famished

 
/ˈfamiSHt/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 extremely hungry.











– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of the verb 
famish

 , from Middle English 
fame

 ‘starve,’ from Old French 
afamer

 , based on Latin 
fames

 ‘hunger.’





famous

 
/ˈfāməs/





I.
 
adjective




known about by many people




•
 
the country is 
famous for

 its natural beauty




•
 
a famous star.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
famous for being famous






having no recognizable or distinct reason for one's fame other than high media exposure.









2.
 
famous last words






said as an ironic comment on or reply to an overconfident assertion that may well be proved wrong by events




•
 
“I'll be perfectly OK on my own.” “Famous last words,” she thought to herself.


















III.
 
derivatives





famousness

 
/ˈfāməsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fameus

 , from Latin 
famosus

 ‘famed,’ from 
fama

 (see fame
 ).





famously

 
/ˈfāməslē/






adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 excellently




•
 
he wasn't difficult at all—we 
got on famously

 .










2.
 
indicating that the fact asserted is widely known




•
 
they have famously reclusive lifestyles.



















famulus

 
/ˈfamyələs/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an assistant or servant, especially one working for a magician or scholar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘servant.’






fan1


 
/fan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparatus with rotating blades that creates a current of air for cooling or ventilation.




2.
 
a device, typically folding and shaped like a segment of a circle when spread out, that is held in the hand and waved so as to cool the person holding it by causing the air to move.




3.
 
a thing or shape resembling an open handheld fan.




4.
 
an alluvial or talus deposit spread out in an open fan shape at the foot of a slope.




5.
 
a small sail for keeping the head of a windmill toward the wind.




6.
 
a device for winnowing grain.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cool (especially a person or a part of the body) by waving something to create a current of air




•
 
he fanned himself with his hat.










2.
 
(of breath or a breeze) blow gently on




•
 
his breath fanned her skin as he leaned toward her.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — brush or drive away with a waving movement




•
 
a veil of smoke which she 
fanned away

 with a jeweled hand.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 
[Ice Hockey]

 swing at and miss the ball or puck.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a batter) strike out.




6.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitcher) strike out (a batter).




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — increase the strength of (a fire) by blowing on it or stirring up the air near it




•
 
gusty wind fanned fires in Yellowstone Park.










8.
 
cause (a belief or emotion) to become stronger or more widespread




•
 
long-range weather forecasts fanned fears of drought damage.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — disperse or radiate from a central point to cover a wide area




•
 
the arriving passengers began to 
fan out

 through the town in search of lodgings.










10.
 
spread out or cause to spread out into a semicircular shape


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a dress made of tiny pleats that 
fanned out

 as she walked




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a wind 
fanned

 her hair 
out

 behind her.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fanlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
fanner

 
/ˈfanər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fann

 (as a noun denoting a device for winnowing grain), 
fannian

 (verb), from Latin 
vannus

 ‘winnowing fan.’ Compare with vane
 .






fan2


 
/fan/





I.
 
noun




a person who has a strong interest in or admiration for a particular person or thing




•
 
football fans




•
 
I'm a fan of this author.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): abbreviation of fanatic
 .






fanatic

 
/fəˈnadik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person filled with excessive and single-minded zeal, especially for an extreme religious or political cause.




2.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person with an obsessive interest in and enthusiasm for something, especially an activity




•
 
a fitness fanatic.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
filled with or expressing excessive zeal




•
 
his fanatic energy.














III.
 
derivatives





fanaticize

 
/fəˈnadəˌsīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
fanatique

 or Latin 
fanaticus

 ‘of a temple, inspired by a god,’ from 
fanum

 ‘temple.’ The adjective originally described behavior or speech that might result from possession by a god or demon, hence the earliest sense of the noun ‘a religious maniac’ (mid 17th cent).





fanatical

 
/fəˈnadək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
filled with excessive and single-minded zeal




•
 
fanatical revolutionaries.










2.
 
obsessively concerned with something




•
 
he was 
fanatical about

 security at night.














II.
 
derivatives





fanatically

 
/fəˈnadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















fanaticism

 
/fəˈnadəˌsizəm/






noun




the quality of being fanatical




•
 
the dangers of religious fanaticism.



















fan base






noun




the fans of a sports team, pop music group, etc., considered as a distinct social grouping.













fan belt

 
/ˈfan ˌbelt/






noun




(in a motor-vehicle engine) a belt that transmits motion from the driveshaft to the radiator fan and the generator or alternator.













fanboy

 
/ˈfanboi /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a male fan, especially one who is obsessive about comics, music, movies, or science fiction.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a male fan) behave in an obsessive or overexcited way




•
 
he fanboyed out meeting his idol on the red carpet.



















fancier

 
/ˈfansēər/






noun

 — [with modifier]


1.
 
a connoisseur or enthusiast of something, especially someone who has a special interest in or breeds a particular animal




•
 
a pigeon fancier.



















fanciful

 
/ˈfansəfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their thoughts and ideas) overimaginative and unrealistic




•
 
a fanciful story about a pot of gold.










2.
 
existing only in the imagination or fancy




•
 
the Moon Maiden is one of a number of fanciful lunar inhabitants.










3.
 
designed to be exotically ornamental rather than practical




•
 
fanciful bonnets.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fancifully

 
/ˈfansif(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
fancifulness

 
/ˈfansifəlnəs /






noun





















fan club

 
/ˈfan ˌkləb/






noun




an organized group of fans of a famous person.













fancy

 
/ˈfansē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
elaborate in structure or decoration




•
 
the furniture was very fancy




•
 
a fancy computerized system.










2.
 
designed to impress




•
 
converted fishing boats with fancy new names.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (especially of foodstuffs) of high quality




•
 
fancy molasses.










4.
 
(of flowers) of two or more colors.




5.
 
(of an animal) bred to develop particular points of appearance




•
 
fancy goldfish.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a drawing, painting, or sculpture) created from the imagination rather than from life.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel a desire or liking for




•
 
do you fancy a drink?










2.
 
find sexually attractive




•
 
he saw a woman he fancied.










3.
 
(
fancy oneself

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 have an unduly high opinion of oneself, or of one's ability in a particular area




•
 
he fancied himself an amateur psychologist.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — imagine; think




•
 
he fancied he could smell the perfume of roses.










5.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — used to express one's surprise at something




•
 
fancy meeting all those television actors!














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of liking or attraction, typically one that is superficial or transient




•
 
this does not mean that the law should change with every 
passing fancy

 .










2.
 
the faculty of imagination




•
 
my research assistant is prone to 
flights of fancy

 .










3.
 
a thing that one supposes or imagines, typically an unfounded or tentative belief or idea; notion or whim




•
 
scientific fads and fancies.










4.
 
(in sixteenth and seventeenth cent. music) a composition for keyboard or strings in free or variation form.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as (or when or where) the fancy takes one






according to one's inclination




•
 
I shall go where the fancy takes me.















2.
 
take (or catch) someone's fancy






appeal to someone




•
 
she'll grab any toy that takes her fancy.















3.
 
take a fancy to






become fond of, especially without an obvious reason.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fancily

 
/ˈfansəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fanciness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of fantasy
 .





fancy dress

 
/ˈˌfansē ˈdres/






noun




an unusual or amusing costume worn to make someone look like a famous person, fictional character, or an animal, especially as part of a theme at a party.













fancy footwork






noun






‹informal›

 skillful movement of one's feet, especially in dancing or sport




•
 
they performed foxtrots with fancy footwork and great panache.



















fancy-free

 
/ˈˌfansē ˈfrē/






adjective




free from emotional involvement or commitment to anyone




•
 
her recent divorce meant that she was 
footloose and fancy-free

 .



















fancy goods

 
/ˈfansē ɡo͝odz/






plural noun






‹dated›

 items for sale that are purely or chiefly ornamental.













fancy man

 
/ˈfansē ˈˌman/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a woman's lover.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 a pimp.













fancy-pants






adjective






‹informal›

 superior or high-class in a pretentious way




•
 
a fancy-pants restaurant.



















fancy woman

 
/ˈfansē ˈˌwo͝omən/






noun






‹dated›

 a married man's mistress.













fancywork

 
/ˈfansēˌwərk/






noun




ornamental needlework, crochet, or knitting, as opposed to plain or purely functional stitches.













fan dance






noun




a dance in which the female performer is apparently nude and remains partly concealed throughout by large fans.













fandango

 
/fanˈdaNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively Spanish dance for two people, typically accompanied by castanets or tambourine.




2.
 
a foolish or useless act or thing




•
 
the Washington inaugural fandango.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Spanish, of unknown origin.





fandom

 
/ˈfandəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being a fan of someone or something




•
 
my 17 years of sports fandom




•
 
an extensive questionnaire determined levels of Harry Potter fandom on a scale of one to five.










2.
 
the fans of a particular person, team, fictional series, etc., regarded collectively as a community or subculture




•
 
the 
Breaking Bad

 fandom




•
 
of course, every fandom has its extreme members.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from fan
 2
 + -dom
 .





fane

 
/fān/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a temple or shrine.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fanum

 .





Faneuil, Peter

 
/ˈfanyəl, ˈfanl/






(1700–43), US merchant. He donated the building known as Faneuil Hall to the city of Boston in 1742.










fanfare

 
/ˈfanfer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short ceremonial tune or flourish played on brass instruments, typically to introduce something or someone important.




2.
 
media attention or elaborate ceremony




•
 
he turned 25 on Saturday with little fanfare.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, ultimately of imitative origin.





fanfaronade

 
/ˌfanˌferəˈnād/





I.
 
noun




arrogant or boastful talk.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
fanfaronnade

 , from 
fanfaron

 ‘braggart,’ from 
fanfare

 (see fanfare
 ).





fanfic

 
/ˈfanfik/





I.
 
noun




short for fan fiction
 .











– origin

 1970sː abbreviation.






fan fiction

 
//






noun




fiction written by a fan of, and featuring characters from, a particular TV series, movie, etc.













fang

 
/faNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, sharp tooth, especially a canine tooth of a dog or wolf.




2.
 
the tooth of a venomous snake, by which poison is injected.




3.
 
the biting mouthpart of a spider.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fanged

 
/faNGd /






adjective













2.
 
fangless






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English (denoting booty or spoils), from Old Norse 
fang

 ‘capture, grasp’; compare with vang
 . A sense ‘trap, snare’ is recorded from the mid 16th cent.; both this and the original sense survive in Scots. The current sense (also mid 16th cent.) reflects the same notion of ‘something that catches and holds.’





Fang

 
/faNG, fäNG /

 
Fan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting parts of Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, and Gabon.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Fang.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Fang or their language.











– origin

 French, probably from Fang 
Pangwe

 .





fangirl

 
/ˈfanɡərl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a female fan, especially one who is obsessive about comics, movies, music, or science fiction.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a female fan) behave in an obsessive or overexcited way




•
 
I'm still fangirling over this casting.



















fango

 
/ˈfaNGō/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
mud from thermal springs in Italy, used in curative treatment at spas and health clubs




•
 
fango therapies.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: Italian, literally ‘mud.’





fan-in

 
/ˈfanˌin/






noun






[Electronics]

 the number of inputs that can be connected to a circuit.













fanjet

 
/ˈfanjet/






noun




another term for turbofan
 .













fanlight

 
/ˈfanˌlīt/






noun




a small semicircular or rectangular window over a door or another window.













fan mail

 
/ˈfan ˌmāl/






noun




letters from fans to a famous person they admire.














Fannie Mae

 
/ˈfanē ˈmā/





I.
 
informal name for the Federal National Mortgage Association, a corporation that trades in mortgages.







– origin

 1940s: elaboration of the acronym FNMA, suggested by the given names 
Fanny

 and 
Mae

 . Compare with Freddie Mac
 .





fanny

 
/ˈfanē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






fanny pack

 
/ˈfanē ˌpak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small pouch on a belt, for money and small articles, worn around the waist or hips.













fan-out

 
/ˈfanˌout/






noun






[Electronics]

 the number of inputs that can be connected to a specified output.













fan palm






noun




a palm with large, lobed, fan-shaped leaves.

[
Chamaerops

 and other genera, family 
Palmae

 : many species, including the 
dwarf fan palm

 (
C. humilis

 ), which is the only palm native to Europe.]













fantabulous

 
/fanˈtabyələs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 excellent; wonderful




•
 
a fantabulous prize.

















– origin

 1950s: blend of fantastic
 and fabulous
 .





fantail

 
/ˈfantāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fan-shaped tail or end.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the rounded overhanging part of the stern of a vessel, especially a warship.




3.
 
(also 
fantail pigeon

 )
 — a domestic pigeon of a broad-tailed variety.




4.
 
the fan of a windmill.








II.
 
derivatives





fan-tailed






adjective





















fan-tan

 
/ˈfanˌtan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Chinese gambling game in which players try to guess the remainder after the banker has divided a number of hidden objects into four groups.




2.
 
a card game in which players build on sequences of sevens.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Chinese 
fān tān

 , literally ‘repeated divisions.’





fantasia

 
/fanˈtāzēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical composition with a free form and often an improvisatory style.




2.
 
a musical composition that is based on several familiar tunes.




3.
 
a thing that is composed of a mixture of different forms or styles




•
 
the theater is a kind of Moorish and Egyptian fantasia.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, ‘fantasy,’ from Latin 
phantasia

 (see fantasy
 ).





fantasist

 
/ˈfan(t)əsəst/






noun




a person who imagines or dreams about something desired




•
 
a serial liar and fantasist who had boasted of many affairs




•
 
a fantasist with delusions of grandeur.




















fantasize

 
/ˈfan(t)əˌsīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indulge in daydreaming about something desired




•
 
he sometimes 
fantasized about

 emigrating.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — imagine (something that one wants to happen)




•
 
they sometimes fantasize the destruction of the world.



















fantasizer

 
/ˈfan(t)əˌsīzər/






noun




a person who indulges in daydreaming or fantasizing




•
 
some fantasizers superimpose their daydreams on to their daily tasks.



















fantast

 
/ˈfantast /

 
phantast





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an impractical, impulsive person; a dreamer.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: originally via medieval Latin from Greek 
phantastēs

 ‘boaster,’ from 
phantazein

 or 
phantazesthai

 (see fantastic
 ); in modern use from German 
Phantast

 .






fantastic

 
/fanˈtastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 extraordinarily good or attractive




•
 
they did a fantastic job




•
 
your support has been fantastic.










2.
 
of an extraordinary size or degree




•
 
she had spent a fantastic amount of cash.










3.
 
imaginative or fanciful; remote from reality




•
 
novels are capable of mixing fantastic and realistic elements




•
 
fantastic hybrid creatures.










4.
 
(of an object) seeming more appropriate to the imagination than to reality; strange or exotic




•
 
visions of a fantastic, mazelike building.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fantastical

 
/fanˈtastəkəl /






adjective




(fantastic
 (
sense

 2))













2.
 
fantasticality

 
/ˌfanˌtastəˈkalitē /






noun




(fantastic
 (
sense

 2))



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘existing only in the imagination, unreal’): from Old French 
fantastique

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
phantastikos

 , from 
phantazein

 ‘make visible,’ 
phantazesthai

 ‘have visions, imagine,’ from 
phantos

 ‘visible.’ From the 16th to the 19th centuries the Latinized spelling 
phantastic

 was also used.





fantastically

 
/fanˈtastəklē/






adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 extraordinarily well




•
 
every single player performed fantastically.










2.
 
to an extraordinary degree




•
 
his power was increasing fantastically




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a fantastically expensive gift.










3.
 
in a strange or exotic way




•
 
the whole show was fantastically twisted.



















fantasticate

 
/fanˈtastəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make (something) seem fanciful or fantastic




•
 
I do not think I have fantasticated these accounts.














II.
 
derivatives





fantastication

 
/ˌfanˌtastiˈkāSHən /






noun






















fantasy

 
/ˈfan(t)əsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty or activity of imagining things, especially things that are impossible or improbable




•
 
his research had moved into the realm of fantasy.










2.
 
the product of imagining impossible or improbable things




•
 
the scene is clearly fantasy.










3.
 
a fanciful mental image, typically one on which a person dwells at length or repeatedly and which reflects their conscious or unconscious wishes




•
 
the notion of being independent is a child's ultimate fantasy.










4.
 
an idea with no basis in reality




•
 
it is a misleading fantasy to suggest that the bill can be implemented.










5.
 
a genre of imaginative fiction involving magic and adventure, especially in a setting other than the real world.




6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a competition or league in which participants select imaginary teams from among the players in a real sports league and score points according to the actual performance of their players




•
 
he's my second-round draft choice in fantasy baseball this year




•
 
look at their dedication to fantasy leagues and the enormous minutiae of the stats they memorize.










7.
 
a musical composition, free in form, typically involving variation on an existing work or the imaginative representation of a situation or story; a fantasia.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 imagine the occurrence of; fantasize about.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fantasie

 , from Latin 
phantasia

 , from Greek, ‘imagination, appearance,’ later ‘phantom,’ from 
phantazein

 ‘make visible.’ From the 16th to the 19th centuries the Latinized spelling 
phantasy

 was also used.





fantasy football

 
/ˈfan(t)əsē ˈfo͝otˌbôl/






noun




a competition in which participants select imaginary teams from among the players in a league and score points according to the actual performance of their players.













fantasyland

 
/ˈfan(t)əsēˌland/






noun




a place that is unreal or imaginary or that excites wonder




•
 
living in a fantasyland of endless prosperity and happiness




•
 
I live in the real world , not fantasyland




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the restaurant is famous for its fantasyland decor of twinkling lights and glitzy mirrors.



















Fante

 
/ˈfäntē, ˈfantē /

 
Fanti





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southern Ghana.




2.
 
the dialect of Akan spoken by the Fante.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Fante or their language.











– origin

 the name in Akan.





fantod

 
/ˈfantäd/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a state or attack of uneasiness or unreasonableness




•
 
the mumbo-jumbo gave me 
the fantods

 .

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





fan vault





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a type of vault consisting of a set of concave ribs spreading out from a central point like the ribs of an opened umbrella, used especially in the English Perpendicular style.








II.
 
derivatives





fan vaulting






noun






















fan worm






noun




a tube-dwelling marine bristle worm that bears a fanlike crown of filaments that are typically brightly colored and project from the top of the tube, filtering the water for food particles.

[Families 
Sabellidae

 and 
Serpulidae

 , class 
Polychaeta

 : numerous species.]













fanzine

 
/ˈfanˌzēn/





I.
 
noun




a magazine, usually produced by amateurs, for fans of a particular performer, group, or form of entertainment.











– origin

 1940s (originally US): blend of fan
 2
 and magazine
 .





FAO






abbreviation



1.
 
Food and Agriculture Organization.




2.
 
for the attention of.













fap

 
/fap/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) masturbate.








II.
 
derivatives





fapper






noun



















– origin

 1990s: imitative.





FAQ

 
/ˌef ˌā ˈkyo͞o/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a list of questions and answers relating to a particular subject, especially one giving basic information for users of a website.











– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
frequently asked questions

 .






far

 
/fär/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
[often with 
adverbial

 ]
 — at, to, or by a great distance (used to indicate the extent to which one thing is distant from another)




•
 
it was not too 
far away






•
 
the mountains far in the distance glowed in the sun.










2.
 
over a large expanse of space or time




•
 
he had not traveled far




•
 


‹figurative›

 that's the reason why we have come so far and done as well as we have.










3.
 
by a great deal




•
 
he is able to function far better than usual




•
 
the reality has fallen 
far short of

 early expectations.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated at a great distance in space or time




•
 
the far reaches of the universe.










2.
 
more distant than another object of the same kind




•
 
he was standing in the far corner.










3.
 
distant from a point seen as central; extreme




•
 
she was brought up in the far north of Scotland




•
 
the largest electoral success for the far right since the war.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as far as





a.
 
for as great a distance as




•
 
the river stretched away as far as he could see.










b.
 
for a great enough distance to reach




•
 
I decided to walk as far as the village.










c.
 
to the extent that




•
 
as far as I am concerned, it is no big deal.















2.
 
be a far cry from






be very different from




•
 
the hotel's royal suite is a far cry from the poverty of his home country.















3.
 
by far






by a great amount




•
 
this was by far the largest city in the area.















4.
 
far and away






by a great amount




•
 
he is far and away the most accomplished player.















5.
 
far and near






(also 
near and far

 )
 — everywhere




•
 
they came from far and near to New York City.















6.
 
far and wide






over a large area




•
 
the high plains where bison roamed far and wide.















7.
 
far be it from me to






used to express reluctance, especially to do something that one thinks may be resented




•
 
far be it from me to speculate on his reasons.















8.
 
far from






very different from being; tending to the opposite of




•
 
conditions were far from satisfactory.















9.
 
far gone





a.
 
in a bad or worsening state, especially so as to be beyond recovery




•
 
a few frames from the original film were too far gone to salvage.










b.
 
advanced in time




•
 
the legislative session is too far gone for the lengthy hearings needed to pass the bill.















10.
 
go far





a.
 
achieve a great deal




•
 
he was the bright one, and everyone was sure he would go far.










b.
 
contribute greatly




•
 
a book that 
goes far toward

 bridging the gap.










c.
 
be worth or amount to much




•
 
the money would not go far at this year's prices.















11.
 
go so far as to do something






do something regarded as extreme




•
 
surely they wouldn't go so far as to break in?















12.
 
go too far






exceed the limits of what is reasonable or acceptable.









13.
 
how far





a.
 
used to ask how great a distance is




•
 
they wanted to know how far he could travel.










b.
 
to what extent




•
 
he was not sure how far she was committed.















14.
 
so far





a.
 
to a certain limited extent




•
 
the commitment to free trade goes only so far.










b.
 
(of a trend that seems likely to continue) up to this time




•
 
we've only had one honest man so far.















15.
 
(in) so far as






to the extent that




•
 
it was a windless storm so far as blizzards go.















16.
 
so far, so good






progress has been satisfactory up to now




•
 
“How's the job going?” “So far, so good.”





















– origin

 Old English 
feorr

 ; from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
para

 and Greek 
pera

 ‘further.’





Far.






abbreviation




faraday.













farad

 
/ˈferad /

 
F





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of electrical capacitance, equal to the capacitance of a capacitor in which one coulomb of charge causes a potential difference of one volt.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: shortening of faraday
 . The term was originally proposed as a unit of electrical charge.





faradaic

 
/ˌferəˈdāik/





I.
 
adjective




another term for faradic
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of M. Faraday (seeFaraday, Michael
 ) + -ic
 .






faraday

 
/ˈferəˌdā /

 
F





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a unit of electric charge equal to Faraday's constant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from the name of Faraday, Michael
 .






Faraday, Michael

 
/ˈfarəˌdā/






(1791–1867), English physicist and chemist. He contributed significantly to the study of electromagnetism and discovered the laws of electrolysis.









Faraday cage






noun






[Physics]

 a grounded metal screen surrounding a piece of equipment to exclude electrostatic and electromagnetic influences.













Faraday effect






noun






[Physics]

 the rotation of the plane of polarization of electromagnetic waves in certain substances in a magnetic field.













Faraday's constant

 

‹Chemistry›







the quantity of electric charge carried by one mole of electrons (equal to 96.49 coulombs).

Compare with faraday
 .









Faraday's law





I.
 


[Physics]

 a law stating that when the magnetic flux linking a circuit changes, an electromotive force is induced in the circuit proportional to the rate of change of the flux linkage.




II.
 


[Chemistry]

 a law stating that the amount of any substance deposited or liberated during electrolysis is proportional to the quantity of electric charge passed and to the equivalent weight of the substance.










faradic

 
/fəˈradik /

 
faradaic






adjective




produced by or associated with electrical induction.













Farallon Islands

 
/ˌferəˈlän ˌīləndz/






a small, uninhabited island group in the Pacific Ocean, west of San Francisco in California.









farandole

 
/ˌfarənˈdōl, ˈfarənˌdōl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a lively Provençal dance in which the dancers join hands and wind in and out in a chain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from modern Provençal 
farandoulo

 .





faraway

 
/ˈfärəˌwā/






adjective



1.
 
distant in space or time




•
 
exotic and faraway locations.










2.
 
seeming remote from the immediate surroundings; dreamy




•
 
she had a strange faraway look in her eyes.




















farce

 
/färs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comic dramatic work using buffoonery and horseplay and typically including crude characterization and ludicrously improbable situations.




2.
 
the genre of farce.




3.
 
an absurd event




•
 
the debate turned into a drunken farce.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, literally ‘stuffing,’ from 
farcir

 ‘to stuff,’ from Latin 
farcire

 . An earlier sense of ‘forcemeat stuffing’ became used metaphorically for comic interludes “stuffed” into the texts of religious plays, whence current usage.





farceur

 
/färˈsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a writer of or performer in farces.




2.
 
a joker or comedian.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, from obsolete 
farcer

 ‘act in farces.’





farcical

 
/ˈfärsək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or resembling a farce, especially because of absurd or ridiculous aspects




•
 
a farcical tangle of events.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
farcicality

 
/ˌfärsəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
farcically

 
/ˈfärsək(ə)lē /






adverb





















farcy

 
/ˈfärsē/





I.
 
noun




glanders in horses (or a similar disease in cattle) in which there is inflammation of the lymph vessels, causing nodules (
farcy buds

 or 
farcy buttons

 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
farcin

 , from late Latin 
farciminum

 , from 
farcire

 ‘to stuff’ (because of the appearance of the swollen nodules).





fardel

 
/ˈfärdl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a bundle




•
 
a 
fardel of

 stories, personages, emotions.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
fard

 , from Arabic 
farda

 ‘piece, pack.’






fare

 
/fer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the money a passenger on public transportation has to pay.




2.
 
a passenger paying to travel in a vehicle, especially a taxicab.




3.
 
a range of food, especially of a particular type




•
 
delicious Provençal fare.










4.
 
performance or entertainment of a particular style




•
 
conventional Hollywood fare.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — perform in a specified way in a particular situation or over a particular period of time




•
 
the party fared badly in the spring elections.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 happen; turn out




•
 
beware that 
it fare

 not with you as with your predecessor.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 travel




•
 
a young knight 
fares forth

 .

















– origin

 Old English
fær

 , 
faru

 ‘traveling, a journey or expedition,’ 
faran

 ‘to travel,’ also ‘get on (well or badly),’ of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
ferja

 ‘ferryboat,’ also to ford
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun stems from an earlier meaning ‘a journey for which a price is paid’ 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun was originally used with reference to the quality or quantity of food provided, probably from the idea of faring well or badly.





Far East

 
/ˈˌfär ˈēst/






China, Japan, and other countries in eastern Asia.









Far Eastern






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Far East or its inhabitants




•
 
Far Eastern languages and cultures.



















fare-thee-well

 
/ˈferT͟Hēwel /

 
fare-you-well






noun

 — (in phrase 
to a fare-thee-well

 )


1.
 


(US)

 to perfection; thoroughly




•
 
the inn is touristy to a fare-thee-well.



















farewell

 
/ˌferˈwel/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express good wishes on parting




•
 
farewell, Albert!














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of parting or of marking someone's departure




•
 
the dinner had been arranged as a farewell.










2.
 
parting good wishes




•
 
he had come on the pretext of 
bidding

 her 
farewell






•
 
I bade him a 
fond farewell

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the imperative of fare
 + the adverb well
 1
 .





farfalle

 
/färˈfälā, -ˈfalē/





I.
 
noun




small pieces of pasta shaped like bows or butterflies' wings.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
farfalla

 ‘butterfly.’





farfel

 
/ˈfärfəl/





I.
 
noun




ground noodle dough that when cooked in boiling water forms small pellets, or the pellets so formed, which are used in soups.











– origin

 Yiddish 
farfl

 .





far-fetched

 
/ˌfärˈfeCHt/






adjective




unlikely and unconvincing; implausible.













far-flung

 
/ˈfär ˈfləNG/






adjective



1.
 
distant or remote




•
 
the far-flung corners of the world.










2.
 
widely distributed




•
 
newsletters provided an important link to a far-flung membership.



















Fargo

 
/ˈfärɡō/






the largest city in North Dakota, in the southeastern part of the state, across the Red River of the North from Moorhead in Minnesota; pop. 95,531 (est. 2008).









Fargo, William






see Wells, Fargo & Co.










Faridabad

 
/fəˈrēdəˌbäd, -ˌbad/






an industrial city in northern India, south of Delhi, in the state of Haryana; pop. 1,464,100 (est. 2009).









farina

 
/fəˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
flour or meal made of cereal grains, nuts, or starchy roots.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a powdery substance, or a substance in powdered form.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 starch.








II.
 
derivatives





farinaceous

 
/ˌferəˈnāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
far

 ‘grain.’





farkleberry

 
/ˈfärkəlˌberē/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree with thick leathery leaves and inedible black berries, native to the southeastern US.

[
Vaccinium arboreum

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably an alteration of whortleberry
 .






farm

 
/färm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of land and its buildings used for growing crops and rearing animals, typically under the control of one owner or manager.




2.
 
the main dwelling place on a farm; a farmhouse




•
 
a half-timbered farm.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place for breeding a particular type of animal or producing a specified crop




•
 
a fish farm.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an establishment at which something is produced or processed




•
 
an energy farm.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make one's living by growing crops or keeping livestock




•
 
he has farmed organically for five years.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use (land) for growing crops and rearing animals, especially commercially.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — breed or grow commercially (a type of livestock or crop, especially one not normally domesticated or cultivated).




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
farm someone/something out

 )
 — send out or subcontract work to others




•
 
it saves time and money to farm out some writing work to specialized companies.










5.
 
arrange for a child or other dependent person to be looked after by someone, usually for payment.




6.
 
send a sports player to a farm team.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 allow someone to collect and keep the revenues from (a tax) on payment of a fee




•
 
the customs had been farmed to the collector for a fixed sum.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
buy the farm






see buy
 .









2.
 
from farm to fork (or table)





a.
 
used to refer to the various processes in the food chain from agricultural production to consumption




•
 
a catering industry initiative that allows certified traceability of fresh meat and eggs from farm to fork




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
each of these countries has farm-to-fork legislation.










b.
 


(chiefly US)

 used to refer to locally grown or produced food


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
in San Francisco, farm-to-fork eating is a year-round affair.


















IV.
 
derivatives





farmable

 
/ˈfärməb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ferme

 , from medieval Latin 
firma

 ‘fixed payment,’ from Latin 
firmare

 ‘fix, settle’ (in medieval Latin ‘contract for’), from 
firmus

 ‘constant, firm’; compare with firm
 2
 . The noun originally denoted a fixed annual amount payable as rent or tax; this is reflected in 
sense

 3 
of the

 verb, which later gave rise to ‘to subcontract’ (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb). The noun came to denote a lease, and, in the early 16th cent., land leased specifically for farming. The verb sense ‘grow crops or keep livestock’ dates from the early 19th cent.





Farm Aid






an organization whose annual concert of blues, country, and rock music promotes awareness of the need to protect and support family farms in the United States.









Farm Belt






the states of the Midwest that are noted particularly for their agricultural production: Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.









farmer

 
/ˈfärmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who owns or manages a farm.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person to whom the collection of taxes was contracted for a fee.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fermier

 , from medieval Latin 
firmarius

 , from 
firma

 (see farm
 ). 
Sense

 1 originally denoted a bailiff or steward who farmed land on the owner's behalf, or a tenant farmer.





Farmer, Fannie Merritt

 
/ˈfärmər/






(1857–1915), US educator and author. She opened Miss Farmer's School of Cookery in 1902; her 
Boston Cooking School Cook Book

 (1896) was known as “the mother of level measurements.”









farmer cheese

 
farmer's cheese






noun




an unripened cheese that is mild in flavor, firmer than cottage cheese and somewhat crumbly in texture.













farmer's lung






noun




informal term for aspergillosis
 .













farmers' market






noun




a food market at which local farmers sell fruit and vegetables and often meat, cheese, and bakery products directly to consumers.













farmhand

 
/ˈfärmˌhand/






noun




a worker on a farm.













farmhouse

 
/ˈfärmˌhous/






noun




a house attached to a farm, especially the main house in which the farmer lives.














farming

 
/ˈfärmiNG/






noun




the activity or business of growing crops and raising livestock.













Farmington

 
/ˈfärmiNGtən/






a city in northwestern New Mexico; pop. 42,637 (est. 2008).









Farmington Hills






a city in southeastern Michigan, west of Detroit; pop. 78,522 (est. 2008).









farmland

 
/ˈfärmˌland/






noun

 — (also 
farmlands

 )


1.
 
land used for farming.













farmstead

 
/ˈfärmˌsted/






noun




a farm and its buildings.













farm team






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a minor league baseball team that provides players as needed to an affiliated major league team.













farmworker

 
/ˈfärmˌwərkər/






noun




a person employed to work on a farm.













farmyard

 
/ˈfärmˌyärd/






noun




a yard or enclosure attached to a farmhouse.













Farne Islands

 
/ˌfärn ˈīləndz/






a group of 17 small islands off the coast of Northumberland, England, noted for their wildlife.









Farnese, Alessandro

 
/färˈnāzā/






see Paul III
 .









Farnham, Eliza Wood

 
/ˈfärnəm/






(1815–64), US reformer and writer. As matron of the women's department of Sing Sing prison in Ossining, New York 1844–48, she instituted major reforms.









Far North






the northernmost part of the earth or of a particular country or region




•
 
the great white bear of the Far North.















faro

 
/ˈferō/





I.
 
noun




a gambling card game in which players bet on the order in which the cards will appear.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally as 
pharaoh

 or 
pharo

 ): from French 
pharaon

 (see pharaoh
 ), said to have been the name of the king of hearts.






Faroe Islands

 
/ˈferō ˌīləndz /

 
Faeroe Islands
 , the Faroes






a group of islands in the North Atlantic Ocean between Iceland and the Shetland Islands that belong to Denmark but are semi-autonomous; pop. 48,900 (est. 2009); capital, Tórshavn.









Faroese

 
/ˌferōˈēz /

 
Faeroese





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Faroe Islands or their people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Faroes, or a person of Faroese descent.




2.
 
the official language of the Faroes, a North Germanic language closely related to Icelandic.













far off






adjective




remote in time or space




•
 
a far-off country.




















farolito

 
/ˌfarəˈlētō, ˌfär-/






noun




another term for luminaria
 (
sense

 1).













farouche

 
/fəˈro͞oSH/





I.
 
adjective




sullen or shy in company.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, alteration of Old French 
forache

 , based on Latin 
foras

 ‘out of doors.’





Farouk

 
/fəˈro͞ok/






(1920–65), king of Egypt; reigned 1936–52. His defeat in the Arab–Israeli conflict of 1948, together with the general corruption of his reign, led to a military coup in 1952. Farouk was forced to abdicate in favor of his infant son, Fuad.









far out

 
/ˌfär ˈout/






adjective



1.
 
unconventional or avant-garde




•
 
far-out politics.










2.
 
[often as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
it's really far out!



















Farquhar, George

 
/ˈfärkwər/






(1678–1707), Irish playwright. He was a principal figure in Restoration comedy. Notable works: 
The Recruiting Officer

 (1706) and 
The Beaux' Stratagem

 (1707).









farrago

 
/fəˈräɡō fəˈrāɡō/





I.
 
noun




a confused mixture




•
 
a farrago of fact and myth about Abraham Lincoln.














II.
 
derivatives





farraginous

 
/fəˈraj(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘mixed fodder,’ from 
far

 ‘corn.’





Farragut, David Glasgow

 
/ˈfarəɡət/






(1801–70), US navy admiral; born 
James Glasgow Farragut

 . The outstanding naval commander of the Civil War, he captured the city of New Orleans in April 1862 and extended Union control of the Mississippi River north to Vicksburg.









Farrakhan, Louis

 
/ˈfarəˌkan, ˈfärəˌkän/






(1933–), US Nation of Islam leader since 1978 and African-American nationalist; born 
Louis Eugene Walcott

 . He is known for advocating black separatism and black economic power.









far-reaching

 
/ˌfäˈrēCHiNG/






adjective




having important and widely applicable effects or implications




•
 
a series of far-reaching political reforms.



















Farrell, J. T.

 
/ˈfarəl/






(1904–79), US novelist; full name 
James Thomas Farrell

 . He is known for his trilogy about Studs Lonigan: 
Young Lonigan

 (1932), 
The Young Manhood of Studs Lonigan

 (1934), and 
Judgment Day

 (1935).









Farrell, Suzanne






(1945–), US dancer; born 
Roberta Sue Fricker

 . She performed with the New York City Ballet 1961–69, where she became principal dancer 1965–69. She is noted for her performance in the movie version of 
A Midsummer Night's Dream

 (1966).









farrier

 
/ˈferēər/





I.
 
noun




a craftsman who trims and shoes horses' hooves.








II.
 
derivatives





farriery

 
/ˈferyərē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
ferrier

 , from Latin 
ferrarius

 , from 
ferrum

 ‘iron, horseshoe.’





farro

 
/ˈfärō/





I.
 
noun




a type of hulled wheat, especially spelt or emmer, typically used in salads, soups, and side dishes.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, from Latin, ‘wheat.’





farrow

 
/ˈferō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a litter of pigs.




2.
 
an act of giving birth to a litter of pigs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sow) give birth to (piglets)




•
 
the pig is one of a litter of nine farrowed in July.

















– origin

 Old English 
fearh

 , 
færh

 ‘young pig,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
porkos

 and Latin 
porcus

 ‘pig.’





Farrow, Mia

 
/ˈfarō/






(1945–), US actress; daughter of Maureen O'Sullivan. She starred in 
Rosemary's Baby

 (1968), 
The Great Gatsby

 (1974), 
Hannah and Her Sisters

 (1986), and 
Husbands and Wives

 (1992).









farruca

 
/fəˈro͞okə/





I.
 
noun




a type of flamenco dance.











– origin

 1930s: Spanish, feminine of 
farruco

 ‘Galician or Asturian,’ from 
Farruco

 , pet form of the given name 
Francisco

 .





far-seeing

 
/ˈfärˌsēiNG/






adjective




having shrewd judgment and an ability to predict and plan for future eventualities.














Farsi

 
/ˈfärsē/





I.
 
noun




the modern Persian language that is the official language of Iran.











– origin

 from Arabic 
fārsī

 , from 
Fārs

 , from Persian 
Pārs

 ‘Persia.’ Compare with Parsee
 .






farsighted

 
/ˈfärˌsīdəd färˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 unable to see things clearly, especially if they are relatively close to the eyes, owing to the focusing of rays of light by the eye at a point behind the retina; hyperopic.




2.
 
seeing or able to see for a great distance.




3.
 
having imagination or foresight




•
 
a farsighted businessman.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
farsightedly






adverb













2.
 
farsightedness

 
/färˈsīdədnəs /






noun





















Far South






the southernmost part of the earth or of a particular country or region




•
 
the balmy warmth of the late winter in the Far South.















fart

 
/färt /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit gas from the anus.




2.
 
(
fart about/around

 )
 — waste time on silly or trivial things.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an emission of gas from the anus.




2.
 
a boring or contemptible person




•
 
he was such an 
old fart

 .

















– origin

 Old English (recorded in the verbal noun 
feorting

 ‘farting’).






farther

 
/ˈfärT͟Hər /

 
further





I.
 
used as comparative of far
 .




II.
 
adverb



1.
 
at, to, or by a greater distance (used to indicate the extent to which one thing or person is or becomes distant from another)




•
 
the farther away you are from your home, the better you should behave




•
 


‹figurative›

 his action pushes Haiti even farther away from democratic rule.










2.
 
over a greater expanse of space or time; for a longer way




•
 
the stream fills the passage, and only a cave diver can explore farther




•
 


‹figurative›

 people were trying to get their food dollars to go farther.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
more distant in space than another item of the same kind




•
 
the farther side of the mountain.










2.
 
more remote from a central point




•
 
the farther stretches of the diocese.

















usage:

 Traditionally, 
farther

 and 
farthest

 were used in referring to physical distance: the falls were still two or three miles farther up the path. 
Further

 and 
furthest

 were restricted to figurative or abstract senses: we decided to consider the matter further. Although 
farther

 and 
farthest

 are still restricted to measurable distances, 
further

 and 
furthest

 are now common in both senses: put those plants the furthest from the window.






farthermost

 
/ˈfärT͟Hərˌmōst /

 
furthermost






adjective




(of an edge or extreme) at the greatest distance from a central point or implicit standpoint




•
 
the pitch broke sharply over the farthermost part of the strike zone.




















farthest

 
/ˈfärT͟Hist /

 
furthest





I.
 
used as superlative of far
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated at the greatest distance from a specified or understood point




•
 
the farthest door led to a kitchen.










2.
 
covering the greatest area or distance




•
 
his record for the farthest flight.










3.
 
extremely remote




•
 
the farthest ends of the earth.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
at or by the greatest distance (used to indicate how far one thing or person is or becomes distant from another)




•
 
the bed farthest from the window.










2.
 
over the greatest distance or area




•
 
his group probably had farthest to ride.










3.
 
used to indicate the most distant point reached in a specified direction




•
 
it was the farthest north I had ever traveled.










4.
 
to the most extreme or advanced point




•
 
countries where industrialization had gone furthest




•
 


the farthest

 he'll go is to admit a sort of resentment.














IV.
 
phrases





at the farthest






at the greatest distance; at most




•
 
the Allied line had been pushed forward, at the farthest, about one mile.





















– origin

 late Middle English: formed as a superlative of further
 . / 
usage:

 On the differences between 
farthest

 and 
furthest

 , see farther
 .





farthing

 
/ˈfärT͟HiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a former monetary unit and coin of the UK, withdrawn in 1961, equal to a quarter of an old penny.




2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — the least possible amount




•
 
she didn't care a farthing for the woman.

















– origin

 Old English 
fēorthing

 , from 
fēortha

 ‘fourth.’





farthingale

 
/ˈfärT͟HiNGˌɡāl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hooped petticoat or circular pad of fabric around the hips, formerly worn under women's skirts to extend and shape them.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (formerly also as 
vardingale

 ): from French 
verdugale

 , alteration of Spanish 
verdugado

 , from 
verdugo

 ‘rod, stick,’ from 
verde

 ‘green.’





fartlek

 
/ˈfärtlək/





I.
 
noun






[Track & Field]

 a system of training for distance runners in which the terrain and pace are continually varied to eliminate boredom and enhance psychological aspects of conditioning.











– origin

 1940s: from Swedish, from 
fart

 ‘speed’ + 
lek

 ‘play.’






Far West






the region of North America west of the Great Plains.









FAS






abbreviation



1.
 
fetal alcohol syndrome.




2.
 
Foreign Agricultural Service.













f.a.s.






abbreviation




free alongside ship.













fasc.






abbreviation




fascicle.














fasces

 
/ˈfasēz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹historical›

 (in ancient Rome) a bundle of rods with a projecting ax blade, carried by a lictor as a symbol of a magistrate's power, and used as an emblem of authority in Fascist Italy.











– origin

 Latin, plural of 
fascis

 ‘bundle.’






fascia

 
/ˈfaSH(ē)ə ˈfāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
( also 
facia

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a wooden board or other flat piece of material such as that covering the ends of rafters.




2.
 
a covering, typically a detachable one, for the front part of a mobile phone.




3.
 
(in classical architecture) a long flat surface between moldings on an architrave.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the dashboard of a motor vehicle.




5.
 
(
pl.

 fasciae )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a thin sheath of fibrous tissue enclosing a muscle or other organ.








II.
 
derivatives





fascial

 
/ˈfaSH(ē)əl, fā- /






adjective





fascia
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘band, doorframe,’ related to fasces
 . Compare with fess
 1
 .





fasciated

 
/ˈfaSHēˌātəd, ˈfā- /

 
fasciate





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 showing abnormal fusion of parts or organs, resulting in a flattened, ribbonlike structure.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 striped or banded.








II.
 
derivatives





fasciation

 
/ˌfaSHēˈāSHən, ˌfā- /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘striped, banded’): from Latin 
fasciatus

 (past participle of 
fasciare

 ‘swathe,’ from 
fascia

 ‘band’) + -ed
 1
 .





fascicle

 
/ˈfasək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
fascicule

 )
 — a separately published installment of a book or other printed work.




2.
 
(also 
fasciculus

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a bundle of structures, such as nerve or muscle fibers or conducting vessels in plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fascicled






adjective













2.
 
fascicular

 
/fəˈsikyələr /






adjective













3.
 
fasciculate

 
/fəˈsikyəˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
fasciculus

 , diminutive of 
fascis

 ‘bundle.’





fasciculation

 
/fəˌsikyəˈlāSHən/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a brief, spontaneous contraction affecting a small number of muscle fibers, often causing a flicker of movement under the skin. It can be a symptom of disease of the motor neurons.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 arrangement in bundles.













fasciitis

 
/ˌfasēˈītəs, ˌfaSHē-/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the fascia of a muscle or organ.













fascinate

 
/ˈfasəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be fascinated

 )


1.
 
draw irresistibly the attention and interest of (someone)




•
 
I've always been fascinated by other cultures




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was fascinated to learn about this strange land.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of a snake) deprive (a person or animal) of the ability to resist or escape by the power of a look or gaze




•
 
the serpent fascinates its prey.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bewitch, put under a spell’): from Latin 
fascinat-

 ‘bewitched,’ from the verb 
fascinare

 , from 
fascinum

 ‘spell, witchcraft.’





fascinating

 
/ˈfasəˌnādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




extremely interesting




•
 
fascinating facts.














II.
 
derivatives





fascinatingly

 
/ˈfasəˌnādiNGlē /






adverb





















fascination

 
/ˌfasəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the power to fascinate someone; the quality of being fascinating




•
 
television has always held a 
fascination for

 me.










2.
 
the state of being fascinated




•
 
he had a lifelong 
fascination with

 science.

















usage:

 The two senses of 
fascination

 each take a different preposition. A person has a 
fascination with

 something they are very interested in (her fascination with the royal family), whereas something interesting holds a 
fascination for

 a person (words have always held a fascination for me). The Oxford English Corpus shows that the distinction is often blurred today, but it should be maintained in careful writing.





fascinator

 
/ˈfasəˌnādər/






noun



1.
 
a woman's light, decorative headpiece consisting of feathers, flowers, beads, etc., attached to a comb or hair clip.




2.
 
a fascinating person.













fascine

 
/fəˈsēn/





I.
 
noun




a bundle of rods, sticks, or plastic pipes bound together, used in construction or military operations for filling in marshy ground or other obstacles and for strengthening the sides of embankments, ditches, or trenches.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French from Latin 
fascina

 , from 
fascis

 ‘bundle.’





fascioliasis

 
/fəˌsēəˈlīəsis, fəˌsīə-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 infestation of a human or an animal with the liver fluke.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Fasciola hepatica

 , the name of the liver fluke (from Latin 
fasciola

 ‘small bandage’) + -iasis
 .





fascism

 
/ˈfaSHˌizəm /

 
Fascism





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing system of government and social organization.




2.
 
(in general use) extreme right-wing, authoritarian, or intolerant views or practice.





The term Fascism was first used of the totalitarian right-wing nationalist regime of Mussolini in Italy (1922–43), and the regimes of the Nazis in Germany and Franco in Spain were also fascist. Fascism tends to include a belief in the supremacy of one national or ethnic group, a contempt for democracy, an insistence on obedience to a powerful leader, and a strong demagogic approach.







– origin

 1920s: from Italian 
fascismo

 , from 
fascio

 ‘bundle, political group,’ from Latin 
fascis

 (see fasces
 ).





fascist

 
/ˈfaSHəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an advocate or follower of the political philosophy or system of fascism




•
 
he went to Spain to fight against the fascists




•
 
Eastern European fascists could win power only with support from the Nazis.










2.
 
a person who is extremely right-wing or authoritarian




•
 
fascists made death threats against immigrants and asylum seekers.










3.
 
a person who is very intolerant or domineering in a particular area




•
 
I'm a bit of a spelling fascist, but still have blind spots over words like “privilege” or “separate”




•
 
if I were being a culinary fascist, I would possibly moan about the overdone cooked tomatoes.














II.
 
adjective




of or relating to fascism




•
 
a military coup threw out the old fascist regime.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: Italian 
fascista

 , from 
fascio

 (see fascism).





fascistic

 
/faˈSHistik/






adjective




having or relating to extreme right-wing, authoritarian, or intolerant views or practices




•
 
religious nationalism can lead to fascistic tendencies




•
 
the party's most overtly fascistic elements.



















fashion

 
/ˈfaSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a popular trend, especially in styles of dress and ornament or manners of behavior




•
 
his hair is cut in the latest fashion.










2.
 
the production and marketing of new styles of goods, especially clothing and cosmetics


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fashion magazine.










3.
 
a manner of doing something




•
 
the work is done in a rather casual fashion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be fashioned

 )


1.
 
make into a particular or the required form




•
 
the bottles were 
fashioned from

 green glass.










2.
 
(
fashion something into

 )
 — use materials to make into




•
 
the skins were fashioned into boots and shoes.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
after a fashion






to a certain extent but imperfectly or unsatisfactorily




•
 
he could read after a fashion.















2.
 
after (or in) the fashion of






in a manner similar to




•
 
she took servants for granted after the fashion of wealthy and pampered girls.















3.
 
in (or out of) fashion






popular (or unpopular) and considered (or not considered) to be attractive at the time in question.












IV.
 
derivatives





fashioner






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make, shape, appearance,’ also ‘a particular make or style’): from Old French 
façon

 , from Latin 
factio(n-)

 , from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





-fashion






combining form



1.
 
in the manner of something specified




•
 
dog-fashion




•
 
castanet-fashion.










2.
 
in the style associated with a specified place or people




•
 
American-fashion




•
 
Bristol-fashion.



















fashionable

 
/ˈfaSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characteristic of, influenced by, or representing a current popular trend or style




•
 
fashionable clothes.










2.
 
(of a person) dressing or behaving according to the current trend.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fashionability

 
/ˌfaSH(ə)nəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
fashionableness

 
/ˈfaSH(ə)nəb(ə)lnəs /






noun





















fashionably

 
/ˈfaSH(ə)nəblē/





I.
 
adverb




in a manner characteristic of, influenced by, or representing a current popular style or trend




•
 
an elegant and fashionably dressed woman




•
 
a fashionably chic orgy-like party.














II.
 
phrases





fashionably late






deliberately arriving after an event has started, especially in order to prove one's social status




•
 
I arrived at the party fashionably late.























fashion buyer






noun




a person employed to select and purchase clothes and accessories for a large retail store to stock




•
 
the response from fashion buyers, the press, and the public has been incredible.



















fashion-forward






adjective




(of a person or style of clothing) very fashionable




•
 
it's become the clothing line of choice for fashion-forward women.



















fashion house






noun




a company specializing in the design and sale of high-fashion clothing and accessories




•
 
world-renowned fashion house Louis Vuitton.



















fashionista

 
/ˌfaSHəˈnēstə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a designer of haute couture.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a devoted follower of fashion




•
 
sleek designs that press all the fashionistas' buttons.

















– origin

 1990s: from 
fashion

 + Spanish suffix 
-ista

 , as in 
Sandinista, turista

 .





fashion plate






noun



1.
 
a person who dresses very fashionably.




2.
 
a picture, typically in a magazine, illustrating a new or current fashion in clothes.













fashion show






noun




an event at which collections of newly designed clothing are modeled for an audience




•
 
the front row seats at a Calvin Klein fashion show.



















fashion victim

 
/ˈfaSHən ˈviktim/






noun




a person who follows popular trends in dress and behavior slavishly.














fast1


 
/fast/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
moving or capable of moving at high speed




•
 
a fast and powerful car.










2.
 
performed or taking place at high speed; taking only a short time




•
 
the journey was fast and enjoyable.










3.
 
performing or able to perform a particular type of action quickly




•
 
a fast reader.










4.
 
allowing people or things to move at high speed




•
 
a wide, fast road.










5.
 
(of a playing field) likely to make the ball bounce or run quickly or to allow competitors to reach a high speed.




6.
 
[
predic.

 or as 
complement

 ]
 — (of a clock or watch) showing a time ahead of the correct time




•
 
I keep my watch fifteen minutes fast.










7.
 
firmly fixed or attached




•
 
he 
made

 a rope 
fast

 to each corner.










8.
 
(of friends) close and loyal.




9.
 
(of a dye) not fading in light or when washed.




10.
 


[Photography]

 (of a film) needing only a short exposure.




11.
 
(of a lens) having a large aperture and therefore allowing short exposure times.




12.
 
(of a person or lifestyle) engaging in or involving exciting or shocking activities




•
 
the fast life she led in London.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
at high speed




•
 
he was driving too fast.










2.
 
within a short time




•
 
they think they're going to get rich fast.










3.
 
so as to be hard to move; firmly or securely




•
 
the ship was held fast by the anchor chain.










4.
 
(of someone or something sleeping) so as to be hard to wake




•
 
they were too fast asleep to reply.














III.
 
phrases





pull a fast one








‹informal›

 try to gain an unfair advantage




•
 
Joey 
pulled a fast one on

 us.





















– origin

 Old English 
fæst

 ‘firmly fixed, steadfast’ and 
fæste

 ‘firmly, securely’ In Middle English the adverb developed the senses ‘strongly, vigorously’ (compare with 
run hard

 ), and ‘close, immediate’ (just surviving in the archaic and poetic 
fast by

 ; compare with 
hard by

 ), hence ‘closely, immediately’ and ‘quickly’; the idea of rapid movement was then reflected in adjectival use.






fast2


 
/fast/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
abstain from all or some kinds of food or drink, especially as a religious observance.








II.
 
noun




an act or period of fasting




•
 
a five-day fast.

















– origin

 Old English 
fæstan

 (verb); related to Old Norse 
fasta

 , the source of the noun.





Fast, Howard Melvin

 
/fast/






(1914–2003), US writer. He is best known for his historical novels and as a member of the Communist party 1943–56 who was imprisoned in 1950 for refusing to cooperate with the House Committee on Un-American Activities.









fast and furious





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
very rapidly




•
 
my heart was beating fast and furious.










2.
 
eagerly; uproariously.








II.
 
adjective




full of rapid action; lively and exciting




•
 
the game was fast and furious.



















fastback

 
/ˈfas(t)bak/






noun




a car with a roofline that slopes continuously down at the back.













fastball

 
/ˈfas(t)ˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a baseball pitch thrown at or near a pitcher's maximum speed.




2.
 
another term for fast-pitch softball
 .













fast break





I.
 
noun




a swift attack from a defensive position in basketball, soccer, and other ball games




•
 
a defense that shut off our fast break altogether




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
there are no fast-break baskets.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 make a swift attack from a defensive position in certain ball games




•
 
fast-breaking relentlessly is harder than playing a control game.



















fast breeder

 
fast breeder reactor






noun




a breeder reactor in which the neutrons causing fission are not slowed by any moderator.













fast-casual






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting or relating to a type of high-quality self-service restaurant offering dishes that are prepared to order and more expensive than those available in a typical fast-food restaurant




•
 
the fast-casual spot offers wraps, rice bowls, house-made soups, and salads




•
 
fast-casual dining is on the rise in Tampa Bay.



















fasten

 
/ˈfas(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close or join securely




•
 
fasten your seat belts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be closed or done up in a particular place or part or in a particular way




•
 
a blue nightie that fastens down the back.










3.
 
fix or hold in place




•
 
she fastened her locket around her neck.










4.
 
(
fasten something on/upon

 )
 — direct one's eyes, thoughts, feelings, etc., intently at




•
 
Maggie fastened her eyes on him




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
speculation fastened on three candidates.










5.
 
(
fasten something on/upon

 )
 — ascribe responsibility to




•
 
blame hadn't been fastened on anyone.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fasten on/upon

 )
 — single out (someone or something) and concentrate on them or it obsessively




•
 
the critics fastened on two sections of the report.














II.
 
derivatives





fastener

 
/ˈfas(ə)nər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fæstnian

 ‘make sure, confirm,’ also ‘immobilize’; related to fast
 1
 .





fastening

 
/ˈfas(ə)niNG/






noun




a device that closes or secures something




•
 
a front-zip fastening.



















fast-flowing






adjective




flowing swiftly




•
 
a fast-flowing river.



















fast follower






noun




a company that quickly imitates the innovations of its competitors




•
 
its successful model of evolving from fast follower to market leader




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
fast-follower strategies.




















fast food

 
/ˈˌfas(t) ˈˌfo͞od/






noun




food that can be prepared quickly and easily and is sold in restaurants and snack bars as a quick meal or to be taken out


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fast-food restaurant.



















fast forward

 
/fast ˈfôrwərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a control on a tape or video player for advancing the tape rapidly


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the fast-forward button.










2.
 
a facility for cueing audio equipment by allowing the tape to be played at high speed and stopped when the desired place is reached.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
advance (a tape) rapidly, sometimes while simultaneously playing it at high speed.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move speedily forward in time when considering or dealing with something over a period




•
 
the text fast-forwards to 1990.



















fast-growing

 
/ˌfastˈɡrōiNG/






adjective




increasing in size at a rapid rate




•
 
the fast-growing organic food market




•
 
fast-growing crops




•
 
one of the fastest growing economies in Europe.



















fast ice






noun




ice that extends out from the shore and is attached to it.













fastidious

 
/faˈstidēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very attentive to and concerned about accuracy and detail




•
 
he chooses his words with fastidious care.










2.
 
very concerned about matters of cleanliness




•
 
the child seemed fastidious about getting her fingers sticky or dirty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fastidiously

 
/faˈstidēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
fastidiousness

 
/faˈstidēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fastidiosus

 , from 
fastidium

 ‘loathing.’ The word originally meant ‘disagreeable, distasteful,’ later ‘disgusted’ Current senses date from the 17th cent.





fastigiate

 
/fəˈstijēət/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a tree or shrub) having the branches sloping upward more or less parallel to the main stem.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fastigium

 ‘tapering point, gable’ + -ate
 2
 .






fast lane

 
/ˈfas(t) ˌlān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lane of a highway for use by traffic that is moving faster than the rest.




2.
 
a situation in which life is hectic or highly pressured




•
 
his face showed the strain of a life lived 
in the fast lane






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a youth culture of fast-lane living.














II.
 
phrases





life in the fast lane






an exciting and eventful lifestyle, especially one bringing wealth and success.

















fast-moving






adjective




rapid in movement or action




•
 
a fast-moving train switching tracks at high speed




•
 
a taut, fast-moving detective story.



















fastness

 
/ˈfas(t)nəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a secure refuge, especially a place well protected by natural features




•
 
a remote Himalayan mountain fastness.










2.
 
the ability of a material or dye to maintain its color without fading or washing away




•
 
the dyes differ in their fastness to light.

















– origin

 Old English 
fæstnes

 (see fast
 1
 , -ness
 ).





fast neutron






noun




a neutron with high kinetic energy, especially one released by nuclear fission and not slowed by any moderator.














fast-pitch softball

 
fast-pitch






noun




a variety of the game of softball featuring fast underhand pitching.













fast reactor






noun




a nuclear reactor in which fission is caused mainly by fast neutrons.













fast-talk

 
/ˈfasttôk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 pressure (someone) into doing something using rapid or misleading speech




•
 
heroin dealers tried to 
fast-talk

 him 
into

 a quick sale




•
 (as 
adj.

 
fast-talking

 )
 
a fast-talking confidence trickster.




















fast track

 
//





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a route, course, or method that provides for more rapid results than usual




•
 
a career in the fast track of the civil service.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accelerate the development or progress of (a person or project)




•
 
the old boys' network fast-tracks men to the top of the corporate ladder.







Compare with slow track
 .













fast-twitch

 
/ˈfasttwiCH/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a muscle fiber) contracting rapidly, thus providing power rather than endurance.














fat

 
/fat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a natural oily or greasy substance occurring in animal bodies, especially when deposited as a layer under the skin or around certain organs.




2.
 
a fatty substance made from animal or plant products, used in cooking.




3.
 
the presence of excess fat in a person or animal, causing them to appear corpulent




•
 
he was a tall man, 
running to fat

 .










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a group of natural esters of glycerol and various fatty acids, which are solid at room temperature and are the main constituents of animal and vegetable fat.

Compare with oil
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) having a large amount of excess flesh




•
 
the driver was a fat, wheezing man.










2.
 
(of an animal bred for food) made plump for slaughter.




3.
 
containing much fat




•
 
fat bacon.










4.
 
large in bulk or circumference




•
 
a fat cigarette.










5.
 


‹informal›

 (of an asset or opportunity) financially substantial or desirable




•
 
a fat profit




•
 
fat motion picture deals.










6.
 


‹informal›

 used ironically to express the belief that there is none or very little of something




•
 


fat chance

 she had of influencing him




•
 


a fat lot

 of good that'll do him.










7.
 
(of coal) containing a high proportion of volatile oils.




8.
 
(of wood) containing a high proportion of resin




•
 
fat pine.














III.
 
verb






‹archaic›

 make or become fat


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
numbers of black cattle are fatted here




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the hogs have been fatting




•
 (as 
adj.

 
fatted

 )
 
a fatted duck.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
the fat is in the fire






something has happened that will surely lead to an unpleasant result or angry reaction.









2.
 
kill the fatted calf






produce one's best food to celebrate, especially at a prodigal's return.

[with biblical allusion to Luke 15.]









3.
 
live off (or on) the fat of the land






have the best of everything.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fatless

 
/ˈfatləs /






adjective













2.
 
fatly

 
/ˈfatlē /






adverb













3.
 
fattish

 
/ˈfadiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fǣtt

 ‘well fed, plump,’ also ‘fatty, oily.’






Fatah

 
/fəˈtä ˈfädə /

 
al-Fatah





I.
 
a Palestinian political and military organization founded in 1958 by Yasser Arafat and others to bring about the establishment of a Palestinian state. It dominated the Palestine Liberation Organization from the 1960s, but more recently has been challenged by more extreme groups, and in 2006 was defeated by Hamas in the elections for the Palestinian National Authority.







– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘victory.’





fatal

 
/ˈfādl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing death




•
 
a fatal accident.










2.
 
leading to failure or disaster




•
 
there were three fatal flaws in the strategy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘destined by fate’ and ‘ominous’): from Old French, from Latin 
fatalis

 , from 
fatum

 (see fate
 ).





fatalism

 
/ˈfādlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the belief that all events are predetermined and therefore inevitable.




2.
 
a submissive outlook, resulting from a fatalistic attitude.








II.
 
derivatives





fatalist

 
/ˈfādlist /






noun





















fatalistic

 
/ˌfādlˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the belief that all events are predetermined and therefore inevitable




•
 
many have an almost fatalistic attitude toward their own health




•
 
he gives a fatalistic shrug at the bleak future.














II.
 
derivatives





fatalistically

 
/ˌfādlˈistəklē /






adverb





















fatality

 
/fāˈtalədē fəˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an occurrence of death by accident, in war, or from disease




•
 
shooting was heard and there were fatalities.










2.
 
a person killed by accident, war, or disease.




3.
 
helplessness in the face of fate




•
 
the plot needs a darker sense of fatality to cover its absurdities.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the quality of causing death or disaster): from French 
fatalité

 , from late Latin 
fatalitas

 , from Latin 
fatalis

 ‘decreed by fate,’ from 
fatum

 (see fate
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





fatally

 
/ˈfādəlē/






adverb



1.
 
with death as a result




•
 
21,000 soldiers died or were fatally wounded.










2.
 
in a way that leads to failure or disaster




•
 
the whole concept is fatally flawed




•
 
the revelation fatally undermined the prosecution's case




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
Katharine's sister is fatally attractive to men.



















Fata Morgana

 
/ˌfädə ˌmôrˈɡänə/





I.
 
noun




a mirage.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘fairy Morgan’; originally referring to a mirage seen in the Strait of Messina between Italy and Sicily and attributed to Morgan le Fay
 , whose legend and reputation were carried to Sicily by Norman settlers.





fatback

 
/ˈfatbak/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 fat from the upper part of a side of pork, especially when dried and salted in strips.




2.
 


(US)

 informal term for menhaden
 .













fatberg

 
/ˈfatˌbərɡ/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a very large mass of solid waste in a sewage system, consisting especially of congealed fat and personal hygiene products that have been flushed down toilets




•
 
repairs on 20 meters of damaged pipe affected by the fatberg started on Monday.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from fat
 and iceberg
 .





fat body






noun






[Zoology]

 each of a number of small white structures in the body of an animal, especially an insect, that act as a store of fats and glycogen.













fat burner






noun




an over-the-counter drug that claims to burn calories by increasing the rate of the body's metabolism.













fat camp






noun






‹informal›

 a residential summer program for overweight children, promoting exercise and healthy eating to facilitate weight loss.













fat cat

 
/ˈfat ˌkat/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a wealthy and powerful person, typically one involved in business or politics


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fat-cat developer.



















fat city






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a condition of great prosperity or good fortune




•
 
when school was out, we were in fat city, man!










2.
 


‹informal›

 the condition of being overweight.














fate

 
/fāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the development of events beyond a person's control, regarded as determined by a supernatural power




•
 
fate decided his course for him




•
 
his injury is a cruel 
twist of fate

 .










2.
 
the course of someone's life, or the outcome of a particular situation for someone or something, seen as beyond their control




•
 
he suffered the same 
fate

 as his companion.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the inescapable death of a person




•
 
the guards led her to her fate.










4.
 
(
the Fates

 )
 — 

[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 the three goddesses who preside over the birth and life of humans. Each person's destiny was thought of as a thread spun, measured, and cut by the three Fates, Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos.

Also called the Moirai
 and the Parcae
 .




5.
 
(
Fates

 )
 — another term for Norns
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (
be fated

 )


1.
 
be destined to happen, turn out, or act in a particular way


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the regime was fated to end badly.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a fate worse than death






see death
 .









2.
 
seal someone's fate






make it inevitable that something unpleasant will happen to someone.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Italian 
fato

 or Old French 
fat

 or (later) from their source, Latin 
fatum

 ‘that which has been spoken,’ from 
fari

 ‘speak.’





fateful

 
/ˈfātfəl/





I.
 
adjective




having far-reaching and typically disastrous consequences or implications




•
 
a fateful oversight.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fatefully






adverb













2.
 
fatefulness






noun





















fat farm

 
/ˌfat ˈfärm/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a residential establishment where overweight people seek improved health by dieting, exercise, and treatment.













fat finger

 

‹informal, humorous›






I.
 
noun




used to refer to clumsy or inaccurate typing, typically resulting from one finger striking two keys at the same time




•
 
the programming problem turned out to be a case of fat finger




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his texts are full of fat-finger mistakes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
type (something) inaccurately by striking two keys at the same time with one finger




•
 
you may have fat-fingered your password.














III.
 
derivatives





fat-fingered






adjective





















fat-free

 
/ˈfat ˈˌfrē/






adjective




(of a food) not containing animal or vegetable fats




•
 
virtually fat-free yogurt.



















fathead

 
/ˈfatˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fatheaded

 
/ˌfatˈhedəd /






adjective













2.
 
fatheadedness






noun





















fat hen






noun




another name for lamb's-quarters
 .














father

 
/ˈfäT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man in relation to his natural child or children.




2.
 
a male animal in relation to its offspring.




3.
 
(usu. 
fathers

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 an ancestor.




4.
 
(also 
founding father

 )
 — an important figure in the origin and early history of something




•
 
Dorsey should be remembered as 
the father of

 gospel music.










5.
 
a man who gives care and protection to someone or something




•
 
the prince is widely regarded as 
the father of

 the nation.










6.
 
the oldest or most respected member of a society or other body.




7.
 
(
the Father

 )
 — (in Christian belief) the first person of the Trinity; God.




8.
 
(
Father

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 used in proper names, especially when personifying time or a river, to suggest an old and venerable character




•
 
Father Thames.










9.
 
(also 
Father

 )
 — (often as a title or form of address) a priest




•
 
pray for me, Father.










10.
 
(
the Fathers

 or 
the Church Fathers

 )
 — early Christian theologians (in particular of the first five centuries) whose writings are regarded as especially authoritative.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the father of




•
 
he fathered three children.










2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
fathering

 )
 — treat with the protective care usually associated with a father




•
 
the two males share the fathering of the cubs.










3.
 
be the source or originator of




•
 
a culture which has fathered half the popular music in the world.










4.
 
(
father someone on

 )
 — make a woman pregnant




•
 
he fathered a child on a one-night stand.










5.
 
assign the paternity of a child or responsibility for a book, idea, or action to




•
 
a collection of Irish stories was fathered on him.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 appear as or admit that one is the father or originator of




•
 
a singular letter from a lady, requesting I would father a novel of hers.














III.
 
phrases





like father, like son








‹proverb›

 a son's character or behavior can be expected to resemble that of his father.












IV.
 
derivatives





fatherlike

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərˌlīk /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
fæder

 ; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
pater

 and Greek 
patēr

 .





Father Christmas

 
/ˈˌfäT͟Hər ˈkrisməs /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›







another name for Santa Claus
 .









father confessor






noun



1.
 
a priest who hears confessions and gives absolution and spiritual counsel.




2.
 
a person, typically an older man, to whom one confides private matters




•
 
he was growing tired of acting as the father confessor to every student.



















father figure

 
/ˈfäT͟Hər ˌfiɡyər/






noun




an older man who is respected for his paternal qualities and may be an emotional substitute for a father.













fatherhood

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərˌho͝od/






noun




the state of being a father




•
 
the joys of fatherhood had softened him.



















father-in-law

 
/ˈfäT͟Hər ən ˌlô/






noun




the father of one's spouse.













fatherland

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərˌland/






noun

 — (often 
the Fatherland

 )


1.
 
a person's native country, especially when referred to in patriotic terms.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 Germany, especially during the period of Hitler's control.













fatherless

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərləs/





I.
 
adjective




having no father because he is dead or absent from the home




•
 
at thirty-eight, she was left with six fatherless children




•
 
children growing up in fatherless households.














II.
 
derivatives





fatherlessness

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərləsnəs /






noun





















fatherly

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərlē/





I.
 
adjective




of, resembling, or characteristic of a father, especially in being protective and affectionate




•
 
he gave me such a kind and fatherly look.














II.
 
derivatives





fatherliness

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərlēnəs /






noun





















Father's Day

 
/ˈfäT͟Hərz ˌdā/






noun




the third Sunday in June, a day on which fathers are particularly honored by their children, especially with gifts and greeting cards.













fathom

 
/ˈfaT͟Həm/





I.
 
noun




a unit of length equal to six feet (approximately 1.8 m), chiefly used in reference to the depth of water




•
 
sonar says that we're 
in

 eighteen 
fathoms

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — understand (a difficult problem or an enigmatic person) after much thought




•
 
he could scarcely fathom the idea that people actually lived in Las Vegas




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he couldn't fathom why she was being so anxious.










2.
 
measure the depth of (water)




•
 
an attempt to fathom the ocean.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fathomable

 
/ˈfaT͟H(ə)məb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
fathomless

 
/ˈfaT͟Həmləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fæthm

 . The original sense was ‘something that embraces,’ (plural) ‘the outstretched arms’; hence, a unit of measurement based on the span of the outstretched arms, later standardized to six feet.





Fathometer

 
/faT͟Hˈämətər, ˈfaT͟Hə(m)ˌmētər/






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a type of echo sounder.













fatigue

 
/fəˈtēɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme tiredness, typically resulting from mental or physical exertion or illness




•
 
he was nearly dead with fatigue.










2.
 
a reduction in the efficiency of a muscle or organ after prolonged activity.




3.
 
weakness in materials, especially metal, caused by repeated variations of stress




•
 
metal fatigue.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a lessening in one's response to or enthusiasm for something, typically as a result of overexposure to it




•
 
museum fatigue.










5.
 
(also 
fatigue detail

 )
 — a group of soldiers ordered to perform menial, nonmilitary tasks, sometimes as a punishment.




6.
 
(
fatigues

 )
 — loose-fitting clothing, typically khaki, olive drab, or camouflaged, worn by soldiers




•
 
battle fatigues.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be fatigued

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel tired or exhausted




•
 
they were fatigued by their journey.










2.
 
reduce the efficiency of (a muscle or organ) by prolonged activity.




3.
 
weaken (a material, especially metal) by repeated variations of stress.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fatiguability

 
/fəˌtēɡəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
fatiguable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘task or duty that causes weariness’): from French 
fatigue

 (noun), 
fatiguer

 (verb), from Latin 
fatigare

 ‘tire out,’ from 
ad fatim

 , 
affatim

 ‘to satiety or surfeit, to bursting.’





Fatiha

 
/ˈfädēˌhä /

 
Fatihah





I.
 
noun




the short first sura of the Koran, used by Muslims as an essential element of ritual prayer.











– origin

 from Arabic 
al-Fātiḥah

 ‘the opening (sura),’ from 
fātiḥa

 ‘opening,’ from 
fataḥa

 ‘to open.’






Fatima

 
/ˈfadəmə/






(
c.

 
AD

 606–632), youngest daughter of the prophet Muhammad; wife of the fourth caliph, Ali. The descendants of Muhammad trace their lineage through her; she is revered, especially by Shiite Muslims, as the mother of the imams 
Hasan

 and 
Husayn

 .









Fátima

 
/ˈfadəmə/






a village in western central Portugal, northeast of Lisbon; pop. 8,500 (est. 2008). It became a center of Roman Catholic pilgrimage after the reported sighting there of the Virgin Mary in 1917.









Fatimid

 
/ˈfadəˌmid/





I.
 
noun




a member of a dynasty that ruled in parts of northern Africa, Egypt, and Syria from 909 to 1171, and founded Cairo as its capital in 969.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Fatimids.








III.
 
derivatives





Fatimite

 
/-ˌmīt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Arabic 
Fāṭima

 (see Fatima
 , from whom the dynasty is said to descend) + -id
 3
 .





fatling

 
/ˈfatliNG/






noun




a young animal that has been fattened in readiness for slaughter.













fatness

 
/ˈfatnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of having a large amount of excess flesh




•
 
there is a widespread popular belief that adult fatness begins in childhood.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the quality of being substantial, especially financially




•
 
the fatness of their bank account




•
 
ought not the job be more important than the fatness of the pay check?



















fat-shame





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone judged to be fat or overweight) to feel humiliated by making mocking or critical comments about their size




•
 
I get sick to my stomach thinking of all the people who took to Twitter to fat-shame her




•
 
a friend of mine got fat-shamed by a skinny hipster bartender there.














II.
 
derivatives





fat-shamer






noun





















fat shaming





I.
 
noun




the action or practice of humiliating someone judged to be fat or overweight by making mocking or critical comments about their size




•
 
the star endured fat shaming and cyberbullying for the weight she gained while pregnant




•
 
evidence shows that fat shaming actually leads to people gaining weight.














II.
 
adjective




expressing mocking or critical comments about someone judged to be fat or overweight




•
 
she refuses to resort to extreme dieting because of fat-shaming bullies




•
 
the loudmouth TV personality received widespread criticism for her fat-shaming tweets.



















fatso

 
/ˈfatsō/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a fat person.













fat tax






noun






‹informal›

 a tax on foods or drinks considered unhealthy and whose consumption is believed to be linked to rising rates of obesity.




•
 
critics say a fat tax would hit the poor hardest because they spend 30 per cent of their income on food.



















fatten

 
/ˈfatn/






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make or become fat or fatter.




•
 
he could do with some good food to 
fatten

 him 
up






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
These cattle 
fatten up

 quickly.




•
 


‹figurative›

 this may fatten their profits.



















fattening

 
/ˈfatniNG/






adjective




(of a food) causing an increase in the weight of someone who eats it.













fattoush

 
/faˈto͞oSH /

 
fatoush





I.
 
noun




a Middle Eastern salad consisting of tomatoes, cucumber, and other vegetables together with croutons made from toasted pita bread.











– origin

 Arabic 
fattūš

 .





fatty

 
/ˈfadē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing a large amount of fat




•
 
go easy on fatty foods




•
 
fatty tissue.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease or lesion) marked by abnormal deposition of fat in cells




•
 
fatty degeneration of the liver.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a fat person (especially as a nickname).








III.
 
derivatives





fattiness

 
/ˈfadēnəs /






noun





















fatty acid

 
/ˈfadē ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a carboxylic acid consisting of a hydrocarbon chain and a terminal carboxyl group, especially any of those occurring as esters in fats and oils.













fatty oil






noun




another term for fixed oil
 .













fatuous

 
/ˈfaCHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




silly and pointless




•
 
a fatuous comment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fatuity

 
/fəˈto͞oədē /






noun













2.
 
fatuously

 
/ˈfaCHo͞oəslē /






adverb













3.
 
fatuousness

 
/ˈfaCHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
fatuus

 ‘foolish’ + -ous
 .





fatwa

 
/ˈfatwä/





I.
 
noun




a ruling on a point of Islamic law given by a recognized authority.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic 
fatwā

 , from 
afta'aā

 ‘decide a point of law.’ Compare with mufti
 1
 .





faubourg

 
/fōˈbo͝or, -bərɡ/





I.
 
noun




(usu. in place names) a suburb, especially one in Paris




•
 
the Faubourg Saint-Germain.

















– origin

 French (earlier 
faux-bourg

 ‘false borough’), perhaps an alteration of 
forsborc

 , literally ‘outside the town,’ but perhaps based on Middle High German 
phâlburgere

 ‘burgers of the pale,’ i.e., people living outside the city wall but still inside the palisade.





fauces

 
/ˈfōsēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the arched opening at the back of the mouth leading to the pharynx.








II.
 
derivatives





faucial

 
/ˈfôSHəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘throat.’





faucet

 
/ˈfôsit/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device by which a flow of liquid or gas from a pipe or container can be controlled; a tap.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a bung for the vent-hole of a cask, or a tap for drawing liquor from a container): from Old French 
fausset

 , from Provençal 
falset

 , from 
falsar

 ‘to bore.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





faugh

 
/fô/





I.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 expressing disgust




•
 
“Faugh! This place stinks!”

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the mid 16th cent.





Faulkner, William

 
/ˈfôknər/





I.
 
(1897–1962), US novelist. His works deal with the history and legends of the US South and have a strong sense of a society in decline. Notable works: 
The Sound and the Fury

 (1929), 
As I Lay Dying

 (1930), and 
Absalom! Absalom!

 (1936). Nobel Prize for Literature (1949).




II.
 
derivatives





Faulknerian

 
/fôkˈni(ə)rēən /






adjective






















fault

 
/fôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unattractive or unsatisfactory feature, especially in a piece of work or in a person's character




•
 
my worst fault is impatience.










2.
 
a break or other defect in an electrical circuit or piece of machinery




•
 
a fire caused by an electrical fault.










3.
 
a misguided or dangerous action or habit




•
 
it has been the great fault of our politicians that they have all wanted to do something.










4.
 
(in tennis and similar games) a service of the ball not in accordance with the rules.




5.
 
(usu. 
faults

 )
 — (in show jumping) a penalty point imposed for an error.




6.
 
responsibility for an accident or misfortune




•
 
an ordinary man thrust into peril 
through no fault of his own






•
 
it was his fault she had died.










7.
 


[Geology]

 an extended break in a body of rock, marked by the relative displacement and discontinuity of strata on either side of a particular surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
criticize for inadequacy or mistakes




•
 
her colleagues and superiors could not fault her dedication to the job




•
 
you cannot 
fault him for

 the professionalism of his approach.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 do wrong




•
 
the people of Caesarea faulted greatly when they called King Herod a god.










3.
 
(
be faulted

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 (of a rock formation) be broken by a fault or faults




•
 
rift valleys where the crust has been stretched and faulted




•
 (as 
noun

 
faulting

 )
 
a complex pattern of faulting.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at fault





a.
 
responsible for an undesirable situation or event; in the wrong




•
 
we recover compensation from the person at fault.










b.
 
mistaken or defective




•
 
he suspected that his calculator was at fault.















2.
 
find fault






make an adverse criticism or objection, sometimes unfairly or destructively




•
 
he 
finds fault with

 everything I do.















3.
 
— to a fault






(of someone who displays a particular commendable quality) to an extent verging on excess




•
 
you're kind, caring and generous to a fault.





















– origin

 Middle English 
faut(e

 ) ‘lack, failing,’ from Old French, based on Latin 
fallere

 ‘deceive.’ The 
-l-

 was added (in French and English) in the 15th cent. to conform with the Latin word, but did not become standard in English until the 17th cent., remaining silent in pronunciation until well into the 18th.





fault-finding

 
/fôlt ˈfīndiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
continual criticism, typically concerning trivial things.




2.
 
the investigation of the cause of malfunction in machinery, especially electronic equipment.








II.
 
derivatives





fault-finder






noun





















faultless

 
/ˈfôltləs/





I.
 
adjective




free from defect or error




•
 
your logic is faultless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faultlessly

 
/ˈfôltləslē /






adverb













2.
 
faultlessness






noun





















fault line






noun



1.
 
a line on a rock surface or the ground that traces a geological fault.




2.
 
a divisive issue or difference of opinion that is likely to have serious consequences




•
 
religion is now the great fault line of American politics.



















faulty

 
/ˈfôltē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
working badly or unreliably because of imperfections




•
 
a car with faulty brakes.










2.
 
(of reasoning and other mental processes) mistaken or misleading because of flaws




•
 
faulty logic.










3.
 
having or displaying weaknesses




•
 
her character was faulty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faultily

 
/ˈfôltəlē /






adverb













2.
 
faultiness

 
/ˈfôltēnəs /






noun





















faun

 
/fôn/





I.
 
noun






[Roman Mythology]

 one of a class of lustful rural gods, represented as a man with a goat's horns, ears, legs, and tail.











– origin

 late Middle English: from the name of the pastoral god Faunus
 .






fauna

 
/ˈfônə ˈfänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the animals of a particular region, habitat, or geological period




•
 
the 
flora and fauna

 of Siberia




•
 
islands that support one of the richest of all marine faunas.







Compare with flora
 .




2.
 
a book or other work describing or listing the animal life of a region.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
faunal

 
/ˈfônl ˈfänl /






adjective













2.
 
faunistic

 
/fôˈnistik, fä- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin application of 
Fauna

 , the name of a rural goddess, sister of Faunus
 .






faunal region

 
/ˈfônl, ˈfänl/






noun




another term for zoogeographical region
 .













Fauntleroy

 
/ˈfôn(t)ləˌroi /

 
Little Lord Fauntleroy





I.
 
noun




an excessively well-mannered or elaborately dressed young boy.











– origin

 from the name of the boy hero of Frances Hodgson Burnett's novel 
Little Lord Fauntleroy

 (1886).






Faunus

 
/ˈfônəs, ˈfänəs /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







an ancient Italian pastoral god, grandson of Saturn, associated with wooded places.









Faust

 
/foust /

 
Faustus






(died 
c.

 1540), German astronomer and necromancer. Reputed to have sold his soul to the Devil, he became the subject of dramas by Marlowe and Goethe, an opera by Gounod, and a novel by Thomas Mann.









Faustian

 
/ˈfoustēən/






adjective




relating to or resembling Faust, a German astronomer and necromancer reputed to have sold his soul to the Devil




•
 
modern celebrities enter into a Faustian pact with the general public.



















faute de mieux

 
/ˌfōt də ˈmyə/





I.
 
adverb




for want of a better alternative




•
 
the show is, faute de mieux, the most eagerly anticipated musical of the season to come.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘for want of (something) better.’






fauteuil

 
/ˈfōtil, fōˈtœyə/





I.
 
noun




a wooden seat in the form of an armchair with open sides and upholstered arms.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
faudestuel

 , from medieval Latin 
faldistolium

 (see faldstool
 ).





Fauve

 
/fōv /

 
fauve






noun




a member of a group of French painters who favored Fauvism


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a Fauve canvas by Matisse.



















Fauvism

 
/ˈfōˌvizəm /

 
fauvism





I.
 
noun




a style of painting with vivid expressionistic and nonnaturalistic use of color that flourished in Paris from 1905 and, although short-lived, had an important influence on subsequent artists, especially the German expressionists. Matisse was regarded as the movement's leading figure.








II.
 
derivatives





Fauvist






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from French 
fauvisme

 , from 
fauve

 ‘wild beast.’ The name originated from a remark of the French art critic Louis Vauxcelles at the Salon of 1905; coming across a quattrocento-style statue in the midst of works by Matisse and his associates, he is reputed to have said, “Donatello au milieu des fauves!” (‘Donatello among the wild beasts’).






faux

 
/fō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made in imitation; artificial




•
 
a string of faux pearls




•
 
a faux-fur jacket.










2.
 
not genuine; fake or false




•
 
their faux concern for the well-being of the voters didn't fool many.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘false.’





fauxhawk

 
/ˈfōˌhôk/





I.
 
noun




a hairstyle in which a section of hair running from the front to the back of the head stands erect, intended to resemble a Mohawk haircut (in which the sides of the head are shaved)




•
 
the opening drew a primarily male audience sporting ironic T-shirts and fauxhawks.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of faux
 and Mohawk
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).





faux-naïf

 
/ˌfōnäˈēf/





I.
 
adjective




(of a work of art or a person) artificially or affectedly simple or naive




•
 
faux-naif pastoralism.














II.
 
noun

 — (
faux naif

 )


1.
 
a person who pretends to be ingenuous




•
 
the old device of a faux naif observing his own country as a foreigner.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from French 
faux

 ‘false’ + 
naïf

 ‘naive.’





faux pas

 
/ˌfō ˈpä/





I.
 
noun




an embarrassing or tactless act or remark in a social situation.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘false step.’






fava bean

 
/ˈfävə ˌbēn/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for broad bean
 .











– origin

 Italian 
fava

 , from Latin 
faba

 ‘bean.’





fave

 
/fāv/






noun, adjective






‹informal›

 short for favorite
 .













favela

 
/fəˈvelə/





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian shack or shanty town; a slum.








II.
 
derivatives





favelado

 
/ˌfävəˈlädō /






noun



















– origin

 Portuguese.





favicon

 
/ˈfāvəˌkän/






noun




an icon associated with a URL that is variously displayed, as in a browser's address bar or next to the site name in a bookmark list.














favor

 
/ˈfāvər /

 


‹Brit.›

 favour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an attitude of approval or liking




•
 
the legislation is viewed with favor.










2.
 
support or advancement given as a sign of approval




•
 
a struggle between competing aides for presidential favor.










3.
 
overgenerous preferential treatment




•
 
they accused you of showing favor to one of the players.










4.
 
a small gift or souvenir




•
 
good party favors include stickers, hair barrettes, or crayons.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing such as a badge or knot of ribbons that is given or worn as a mark of liking or support.




6.
 
an act of kindness beyond what is due or usual




•
 
I've come to ask you a favor.










7.
 
(
one's favors

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 used with reference to a woman allowing a man to have sexual intercourse with her




•
 
she had granted her favors to him.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or show approval or preference for




•
 
slashing public spending is a policy that few politicians favor.










2.
 
give unfairly preferential treatment to




•
 
critics argued that the policy favored the private sector.










3.
 
work to the advantage of




•
 
natural selection has favored bats.










4.
 
(
favor someone with

 )
 — (often used in polite requests) give someone (something that they want)




•
 
please favor me with an answer.










5.
 


‹dated›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 resemble (a parent or relative) in facial features




•
 
she's pretty, and she favors you.










6.
 
treat (an injured limb) gently, not putting one's full weight on it




•
 
he favors his sore leg.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do someone a favor






do something for someone as an act of kindness.









2.
 
in favor





a.
 
(also 
out of favor

 )
 — meeting (or not meeting) with approval




•
 
they were not in favor with the party




•
 
proper dancing has gone out of favor.










b.
 
having or showing approval




•
 
the appeals court ruled 2-1 
in favor of

 his extradition.















3.
 
in one's favor






to one's advantage




•
 
events were moving in his favor.















4.
 
in favor of





a.
 
to be replaced by




•
 
he stepped down as leader in favor of his rival.










b.
 
to the advantage of




•
 
the final score was 25-16 in favor of Washington.


















IV.
 
derivatives





favorer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the noun sense ‘liking, preference’): via Old French from Latin 
favor

 , from 
favere

 ‘show kindness to’ (related to 
fovere

 ‘cherish’).





favorable

 
/ˈfāv(ə)rəb(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 favourable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressing approval




•
 
the book received highly favorable reviews.










2.
 
giving consent




•
 
their demands rarely received a favorable response.










3.
 
to the advantage of someone or something




•
 
they made a settlement 
favorable to

 the unions.










4.
 
(of a wind) blowing in the direction of travel.




5.
 
(of weather, or a period of time judged in terms of its weather) fine.




6.
 
suggesting a good outcome




•
 
a favorable prognosis.














II.
 
derivatives





favorableness

 
/ˈfāvər(ə)bəlnəs ˈfāvrəbəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
favorabilis

 , from 
favor

 (see favor
 ).





favorably

 
/ˈfāv(ə)rəblē /

 


‹Brit.›

 favourably






adverb



1.
 
with approval




•
 
the audience responded very favorably.










2.
 
to the advantage of someone or something




•
 
the deal will work out favorably for the company.



















favored

 
/ˈfāvərd/






adjective




preferred or recommended




•
 
she was his favored candidate




•
 
the most favored destination of visitors to Canada.




















favorite

 
/ˈfāv(ə)rət /

 
favourite





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
preferred before all others of the same kind




•
 
their favorite Italian restaurant.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that is especially popular or particularly well liked by someone




•
 
the song is still a favorite after 20 years.










2.
 
the competitor thought most likely to win a game or contest, especially by people betting on the outcome




•
 
he was the early favorite to win the South Carolina caucuses.










3.
 
a record of the address of a website or other data made to enable quick access; a bookmark.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record the address of (a website or other data) to enable quick access in future




•
 
you can see who else favorited the same pictures.














IV.
 
phrases





favorite son





a.
 
a famous man who is particularly popular and praised for his achievements in his native area




•
 
Green Bay's favorite son is equal parts laid-back and hot-blooded.










b.
 


(US)

 a person supported as a presidential candidate by delegates from the candidate's home state.















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from obsolete French 
favorit

 , from Italian 
favorito

 , past participle of 
favorire

 ‘to favor,’ from Latin 
favor

 (see favor
 ).





favoritism

 
/ˈfāv(ə)rəˌtizəm/






noun




the practice of giving unfair preferential treatment to one person or group at the expense of another.













favrile glass

 
/fəvˈrē ˌɡlas/





I.
 
noun




a richly colored iridescent glass, developed by L. C. Tiffany.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed as a trademark from the obsolete adjective 
fabrile

 ‘of a craftsman.’





Fawkes, Guy

 
/fôks/






(1570–1606), English conspirator. He was hanged for his part in the Gunpowder Plot of November 5, 1605. The occasion is commemorated annually in Britain on November 5 with fireworks, bonfires, and the burning of an effigy called a 
guy

 .









fawn1


 
/fôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young deer in its first year.




2.
 
a light yellowish-brown color.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a deer) produce young.








III.
 
phrases





in fawn






(of a deer) pregnant.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
faon

 , based on Latin 
fetus

 ‘offspring’; compare with fetus
 .






fawn2


 
/fôn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) give a servile display of exaggerated flattery or affection, typically in order to gain favor or advantage




•
 
congressmen 
fawn over

 the President.










2.
 
(of an animal, especially a dog) show slavish devotion, especially by crawling and rubbing against someone.











– origin

 Old English 
fagnian

 ‘make or be glad’; related to fain
 .





fawner

 
/ˈfônər ˈfänər/






noun




a person who gives a servile display of exaggerated flattery or affection




•
 
the consummate fawner was able to sway a president with false deference.



















fawning

 
/ˈfôniNG/





I.
 
adjective




displaying exaggerated flattery or affection; obsequious




•
 
fawning adoration




•
 
fawning interviews with Hollywood celebs.














II.
 
derivatives





fawningly






adverb






















fax

 
/faks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an image of a document made by electronic scanning and transmitted as data by telecommunication links.




2.
 
the production or transmission of faxes




•
 
he received the report by fax.










3.
 
(also 
fax machine

 )
 — a machine for transmitting and receiving faxes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a document) by fax.




2.
 
contact (someone) by fax




•
 
to obtain a brochure, fax the agent




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the best way to order materials was to fax.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of facsimile
 .






fay

 
/fā/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a fairy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fae

 , 
faie

 , from Latin 
fata

 ‘the Fates,’ plural of 
fatum

 (see fate
 ). Compare with fairy
 .





fayalite

 
/fəˈyälˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a black or brown mineral that is an iron-rich form of olivine and occurs in many igneous rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Fayal

 (the name of an island in the Azores) + -ite
 1
 .





Fayetteville

 
/ˈfāətˌvil, -vəl/





I.
 
a commercial city in northwestern Arkansas, home to the University of Arkansas; pop. 73,372 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a commercial city in south central North Carolina; pop. 174,091 (est. 2008).









fayre

 
/fer/






noun






(Brit.)

 pseudoarchaic spelling of fair
 2
 and fare
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













faze

 
/fāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 disturb or disconcert (someone)




•
 
she was not 
fazed by

 his show of anger.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of dialect 
feeze

 ‘drive or frighten off,’ from Old English 
fēsian

 . / 
usage:

 
Faze

 has no connection with the word 
phase

 and should not be spelled with a 
ph-

 , although this is a common error: almost a quarter of citations for the word in the Oxford English Corpus are for the incorrect spelling.






fazenda

 
/fəˈzendə/





I.
 
noun




an estate or large farm in Portugal, Brazil, and other Portuguese-speaking countries.











– origin

 Portuguese (see hacienda
 ).





fazendeiro

 
/ˌfazənˈdārō/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns or occupies a fazenda.











– origin

 Portuguese.





fb

 
f.b.






abbreviation






[Sports]

 fullback.













FB






abbreviation



1.
 
foreign body.




2.
 
freight bill.













FBI

 
/ˈˌef ˌbē ˈī/






abbreviation




Federal Bureau of Investigation.













F-bomb






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as a euphemism for the word “fuck”, with reference to the latter's taboo status and potential to shock or offend




•
 
I got caught on air 
dropping the F-bomb

 .



















f.c.






abbreviation



1.
 
fielder's choice.




2.
 
follow copy.













FCA






abbreviation




Farm Credit Association.













fcap.






abbreviation




foolscap.













FCC






abbreviation




Federal Communications Commission.













FCS






abbreviation




Fellow of the Chemical Society.













fcy.






abbreviation




fancy.













FD






abbreviation



1.
 
Defender of the Faith.

[from Latin 
Fidei Defensor

 .]




2.
 
Fire Department.













FDA

 
/ˈˌef ˈˌdē ˈā/






abbreviation




Food and Drug Administration.













FDC






abbreviation




first day cover.













FDDI






abbreviation




fiber-distributed data interface, a communications, cabling, and hardware standard for high-speed optical-fiber networks.













FDI






abbreviation




foreign direct investment.













FDIC






abbreviation




Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, a body that underwrites most private bank deposits.













FDR






the nickname of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (see Roosevelt, Franklin Delano
 ).









Fe





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element iron.











– origin

 from Latin 
ferrum

 .






fealty

 
/ˈfē(ə)ltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a feudal tenant's or vassal's sworn loyalty to a lord




•
 
they owed 
fealty to

 the Earl rather than the King.










2.
 


‹historical›

 formal acknowledgment of this




•
 
a property for which she 
did fealty

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
feau(l)te

 , 
fealte

 , from Latin 
fidelitas

 (see fidelity
 ).






fear

 
/ˈfir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unpleasant emotion caused by the belief that someone or something is dangerous, likely to cause pain, or a threat




•
 
drivers are threatening to quit their jobs in fear after a cabby's murder




•
 
fear of increasing unemployment




•
 
he is prey to irrational fears.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a mixed feeling of dread and reverence




•
 
the love and fear of God.










3.
 
(
fear for

 )
 — a feeling of anxiety concerning the outcome of something or the safety and well-being of someone




•
 
police launched a search for the family amid fears for their safety.










4.
 
the likelihood of something unwelcome happening




•
 
she could observe the other guests without too much fear of attracting attention.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be afraid of (someone or something) as likely to be dangerous, painful, or threatening




•
 
he said he didn't care about life so why should he fear death?




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
farmers fear that they will lose business.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fear for

 )
 — feel anxiety or apprehension on behalf of




•
 
I fear for the city with this madman let loose in it.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — avoid or put off doing something because one is afraid




•
 
they aim to make war so horrific that potential aggressors will fear to resort to it.










4.
 
used to express regret or apology




•
 
I'll buy her book, though not, I fear, the hardback version.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 regard (God) with reverence and awe.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for fear of (or that)






to avoid the risk of (or that)




•
 
no one dared refuse the order for fear of losing their job.















2.
 
never fear






used to reassure someone




•
 
we shall meet again, never fear.















3.
 
put the fear of God in (or into) someone






cause someone to be very frightened.









4.
 
without fear or favor






impartially




•
 
make all your decisions without fear or favor.





















– origin

 Old English 
fǣr

 ‘calamity, danger,’ 
fǣran

 ‘frighten,’ also ‘revere.’





fearful

 
/ˈfirfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling afraid; showing fear or anxiety




•
 
bond traders have remained fearful of inflation




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the mothers were fearful that their daughters would marry and move abroad.










2.
 
causing or likely to cause people to be afraid; horrifying




•
 
a fearful accident.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very great




•
 
he could cause a fearful commotion.














II.
 
derivatives





fearfulness

 
/ˈfirfəlnəs /






noun





















fearfully

 
/ˈfirfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an anxious manner; apprehensively




•
 
he glanced over his shoulder fearfully.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — dreadfully; extremely




•
 
she was fearfully worried for the welfare of her family.



















fearless

 
/ˈfirləs/






adjective




lacking fear




•
 
a fearless defender of freedom.



















fearlessly

 
/ˈfirləslē/






adverb




with a lack of fear




•
 
he fearlessly challenges the Government's version of events




•
 
He acted fearlessly when necessary.



















fearlessness

 
/ˈfirləsnəs/






noun




lack of fear




•
 
she quickly earned a reputation for fearlessness, despite her stature.



















fearmongering

 
/ˈfirˌməNGəriNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of deliberately arousing public fear or alarm about a particular issue




•
 
his campaign for re-election was based on fearmongering and deception.














II.
 
derivatives





fearmonger






noun





















fearsome

 
/ˈfirsəm/





I.
 
adjective




frightening, especially in appearance




•
 
the cat mewed, displaying a fearsome set of teeth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fearsomely

 
/ˈfirsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
fearsomeness






noun





















feasibility

 
/ˌfēzəˈbilədē/






noun




the state or degree of being easily or conveniently done




•
 
the feasibility of a manned flight to Mars.



















feasibility study

 
/ˌfēzəˈbilədē ˈstədē/






noun




an assessment of the practicality of a proposed plan or method.













feasible

 
/ˈfēzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
possible to do easily or conveniently




•
 
it is not feasible to put most finds from excavations on public display.










2.
 


‹informal›

 likely; probable




•
 
the most feasible explanation.














II.
 
derivatives





feasibly

 
/ˈfēzəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
faisible

 , from 
fais-

 , stem of 
faire

 ‘do, make,’ from Latin 
facere

 . / 
usage:

 The primary meaning of 
feasible

 is 'capable of being done or effected.' There is rarely a need to use 
feasible

 to mean 'likely' or 'probable' when those words can do the job. There are cases, however, in which a careful writer finds that the sense of likelihood or probability (as with an explanation or theory) is more naturally or idiomatically expressed with 
feasible

 than with 
possible

 or 
probable

 .






feast

 
/fēst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large meal, typically one in celebration of something




•
 
a wedding feast.










2.
 
a plentiful supply of something enjoyable, especially for the mind or senses




•
 
the concert season offers a feast of classical music.










3.
 
an annual religious celebration.




4.
 
a day dedicated to a particular saint




•
 
the feast of St. Joseph.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat and drink sumptuously




•
 
the men would congregate and feast after hunting.










2.
 
(
feast on

 )
 — eat large quantities of




•
 
we sat feasting on barbecued chicken and beer.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (someone) a plentiful and delicious meal




•
 
he was feasted and invited to all the parties.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
skeleton at the feast






a person or thing that brings gloom or sadness to an otherwise pleasant or celebratory occasion.









2.
 
feast one's eyes on






gaze at with pleasure.









3.
 
feast or famine






either too much of something or too little.












IV.
 
derivatives





feaster

 
/ˈfēstər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
feste

 (noun), 
fester

 (verb), from Latin 
festa

 , neuter plural of 
festus

 ‘joyous.’ Compare with fête
 and fiesta
 .





feast day






noun




a day on which a celebration, especially an annual Christian one, is held.













Feast of Dedication






noun




another name for Hanukkah
 .













Feast of Tabernacles






noun




another name for Succoth
 .














Feast of Weeks






noun




another name for Shavuoth
 .













feat

 
/fēt/





I.
 
noun




an achievement that requires great courage, skill, or strength




•
 
the new printing presses were considerable feats of engineering.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘action or deed’): from Old French 
fait

 , from Latin 
factum

 (see fact
 ).





feather

 
/ˈfeT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the flat appendages growing from a bird's skin and forming its plumage, consisting of a partly hollow horny shaft fringed with vanes of barbs.




2.
 
one of the feathers or featherlike vanes fastened to the shaft of an arrow or a dart.




3.
 
(
feathers

 )
 — a fringe of long hair on the legs of a dog, horse, or other animal.




4.
 
a small side branch on a tree.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rotate the blades of (a propeller) about their own axes in such a way as to lessen the air or water resistance.




2.
 
vary the angle of attack of (rotor blades).




3.
 


[Rowing]

 turn (an oar) so that it passes through the air edgewise




•
 
he turned, feathering one oar slowly.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — float, move, or wave like a feather




•
 
the green fronds feathered against a blue sky.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — touch (someone or something) very lightly.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shorten or taper the hair by cutting or trimming




•
 
my sister had her hair feathered.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a feather in one's cap






an achievement to be proud of.









2.
 
feather one's (own) nest






make money illicitly and at someone else's expense.









3.
 
(as) light as a feather






extremely light and insubstantial.












IV.
 
derivatives





featherless

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fether

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
penna

 ‘feather’ and Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





featherback

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərˌbak/






noun




a tropical freshwater fish native to southern Asia and Africa, with a strongly humped back, a small, featherlike dorsal fin, and a long anal fin that runs from the belly to the tail.

[Family 
Notopteridae

 : four genera and several species, in particular the large edible 
Notopterus chitala

 of Asia.]













featherbed

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərˌbed/





I.
 
noun




a bed that has a mattress stuffed with feathers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with advantageous economic or working conditions




•
 
apart from the fees he earns, a practicing lawyer is not featherbedded in any way.










2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
featherbedding

 )
 — deliberately limit production or retain excess staff in (a business) in order to create jobs or prevent unemployment, typically as a result of a union contract.













featherbrain

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərˌbrān /

 
featherhead





I.
 
noun




a silly or absentminded person




•
 
things can't help but be wrong in a household run by such a featherbrain




•
 
Miss Fillamore called her a featherhead and said she was foolish to give up a secure position.














II.
 
derivatives





featherbrained

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərˌbrānd /

 
featherheaded






adjective






•
 
the most senior members of the staff were involved in this featherbrained crime




•
 
I was just a fumbling featherheaded kid



























feather duster

 
/ˈfeT͟Hər ˈdəstər/






noun



1.
 
a long-handled brush with a head made of feathers, used for dusting.




2.
 
(also 
feather duster worm

 )
 — 

(US)

 another term for fan worm
 .













feathered

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a bird) covered with feathers


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
black-feathered ostriches.










2.
 
decorated with feathers




•
 
a feathered hat.



















feathered friend






noun

 — (usu. 
feathered friends

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a bird.













feather edge






noun




a fine edge produced by tapering a board or other object.













feathering

 
/ˈfeT͟HəriNG/






noun



1.
 
the plumage of a bird or part of a bird.




2.
 
featherlike markings or structure




•
 
traditional finishes such as marbling and feathering.










3.
 
the feathers of an arrow.




4.
 
fringes of hairs on the appendages or body of a dog.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 cusping in tracery.




6.
 
the action of varying the angle of propellers, rotor blades, or oars so as to reduce air or water resistance.













featherlight

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərˌlīt/






adjective




extremely light




•
 
a featherlight touch.



















feather star






noun




an echinoderm with a small disklike body, long feathery arms for feeding and movement, and short appendages for grasping the surface.

[Order 
Comatulida

 , class 
Crinoidea

 .]













featherstitch

 
/ˈfeT͟HərˌstiCH/





I.
 
noun




ornamental zigzag sewing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 , usu. as 
noun

 ]


1.
 
sew (something) with a featherstitch.














feathertail glider

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərtāl ˌɡlīdər/






noun




an Australian pygmy possum with a flap of skin between the fore- and hind limbs for gliding, and a feathery tail.

[
Acrobates pygmaeus

 , family 
Burramyidae

 . Alternative name: 
flying mouse

 .]













featherweight

 
/ˈfeT͟Hərˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between bantamweight and lightweight. It ranges from 118 to 126 pounds (54 to 57 kg).




2.
 
a featherweight boxer or other competitor.




3.
 
a very light person or thing.




4.
 
a person or thing not worth serious consideration




•
 
he is an intellectual featherweight.



















feathery

 
/ˈfeT͟H(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




having, covered with, or resembling feathers




•
 
wisps of feathery blonde hair.














II.
 
derivatives





featheriness

 
/ˈfeT͟H(ə)rēnəs /






noun





















feature

 
/ˈfēCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive attribute or aspect of something




•
 
safety features like dual air bags.










2.
 
(usu. 
features

 )
 — a part of the face, such as the mouth or eyes, making a significant contribution to its overall appearance.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 a distinctive characteristic of a linguistic unit, especially a speech sound or vocabulary item, that serves to distinguish it from others of the same type.




4.
 
a newspaper or magazine article or a broadcast program devoted to the treatment of a particular topic, typically at length




•
 
a feature on Detroit's downtown fishery.










5.
 
(also 
feature film

 )
 — a full-length film intended as the main item in a movie theater program.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have as a prominent attribute or aspect




•
 
the hotel features a large lounge, a sauna, and a coin-operated solarium.










2.
 
have as an important actor or participant




•
 
the film featured Glenn Miller and his Orchestra.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often 
be featured

 )
 — be a significant characteristic of or take an important part in




•
 
this famous photograph is prominently featured in art collections.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be apparent




•
 
women rarely feature in writing on land settlement.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting the form or proportions of the body, or a physical feature): from Old French 
faiture

 ‘form,’ from Latin 
factura

 (see facture
 ).





feature-complete






adjective






[Computing]

 denoting a version of a piece of software having all the functionality intended for the final version but requiring some improvements and fixes before release




•
 
a feature-complete Beta 3 of Windows 2000 is due later this quarter.



















featured

 
/ˈfēCHərd/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having distinctive attributes or aspects of a specified kind




•
 
the front of the chassis is well featured




•
 
the complexities of a fully featured computer.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having facial parts, such as the mouth, nose, and eyes, of a specified kind




•
 
this blond, blue-eyed, regular-featured queen




•
 
my aunt was a tall, hard-featured lady.










3.
 
(of a newspaper or magazine article, broadcast program, or show) made a special attraction




•
 
our featured interview for this issue




•
 
he was the featured guest artist.



















feature-length

 
/ˈfēCHər ˈˌleNGTH/






adjective




of the length of a typical feature film or program




•
 
a feature-length documentary.



















featureless

 
/ˈfēCHərləs/






adjective




lacking distinctive attributes or aspects




•
 
a featureless landscape of snow and ice.



















feature phone






noun




a mobile phone that incorporates features such as the ability to access the Internet and store and play music but lacks the advanced functionality of a smartphone.













Feb.






abbreviation




February.














febrifuge

 
/ˈfebrəˌfyo͞oj/





I.
 
noun




a medicine used to reduce fever.








II.
 
derivatives





febrifugal

 
/fəˈbrif(y)əɡ(ə)l ˌfebrəˈfyo͞oɡ(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
fébrifuge

 , from Latin 
febris

 ‘fever’ + 
fugare

 ‘drive away.’ Compare with feverfew
 .






febrile

 
/ˈfeˌbrīl ˈfēˌbrīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing the symptoms of a fever




•
 
a febrile illness.










2.
 
having or showing a great deal of nervous excitement or energy




•
 
a febrile imagination.














II.
 
derivatives





febrility

 
/fēˈbrilətē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
fébrile

 or medieval Latin 
febrilis

 , from Latin 
febris

 ‘fever.’





February

 
/ˈfeb(y)o͞oˌerē ˈfebro͞oˌerē/





I.
 
noun




the second month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the last month of winter




•
 
even in February the place is busy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a freezing February morning.

















– origin

 Middle English 
feverer

 , from Old French 
feverier

 , based on Latin 
februarius

 , from 
februa

 , the name of a purification feast held in this month. The spelling change in the 15th cent. was due to association with the Latin word. / 
usage:

 Note that 
February

 is spelled with an 
r

 following the 
Feb-

 . Precise speakers insist that the 
r

 should be pronounced, but this is not easy, and most people replace the 
r

 following 
Feb-

 with a 
y

 sound: 
Feb-yoo-

 rather than 
Feb-roo-

 . This is now becoming the accepted standard.





fec.





I.
 
abbreviation




he or she made it.











– origin

 from Latin 
fecit.







fecal

 
/ˈfēkəl /

 


‹Brit.›

 faecal






adjective




relating to or resembling feces




•
 
discharge of fecal matter




•
 
fecal incontinence.



















feces

 
/ˈfēsēz /

 


‹Brit.›

 faeces





I.
 
plural noun




waste matter discharged from the bowels after food has been digested; excrement.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, plural of 
faex

 ‘dregs.’





feckless

 
/ˈfekləs/





I.
 
adjective




lacking initiative or strength of character; irresponsible




•
 
a feckless mama's boy




•
 
an unfortunate example of feckless filmmaking.




•
 
the feckless exploitation of the world's natural resources.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fecklessly






adverb













2.
 
fecklessness

 
/ˈfekləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Scots and northern English dialect 
feck

 (from 
effeck

 , variant of effect
 ) + -less
 .





feculent

 
/ˈfekyələnt/





I.
 
adjective




of or containing dirt, sediment, or waste matter




•
 
their feet were forever slipping on feculent bog.














II.
 
derivatives





feculence

 
/ˈfekyələns /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
féculent

 or Latin 
faeculentus

 , from 
faex

 , 
faec-

 ‘dregs.’





fecund

 
/ˈfekənd ˈfēkənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
producing or capable of producing an abundance of offspring or new growth; fertile




•
 
a lush and fecund garden




•
 


‹figurative›

 her fecund imagination.










2.
 


‹technical›

 (of a woman or women) capable of becoming pregnant and giving birth.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
fécond

 or Latin 
fecundus

 ‘fruitful.’





fecundate

 
/ˈfekənˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fertilize




•
 
there were no insects to fecundate flowering plants.










2.
 


‹literary›

 make fruitful




•
 
he actuates and fecundates our souls.














II.
 
derivatives





fecundation

 
/ˌfēk(ə)nˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fecundat-

 ‘made fruitful,’ from the verb 
fecundare

 , from 
fecundus

 ‘fruitful.’





fecundity

 
/feˈkəndədē fiˈkəndədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability to produce an abundance of offspring or new growth; fertility




•
 
multiply mated females show increased fecundity




•
 
age-related decline in female fecundity.










2.
 
the ability to produce many new ideas




•
 
the immense fecundity of his imagination made a profound impact on European literature.



















fed

 
/fed/






past and past participle of feed
 .









Fed

 
/fed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a federal agent or official, especially a member of the FBI




•
 
I don't think he has any friends since he ratted to the Feds.










2.
 
(
the feds

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 the police




•
 
her two older brothers had got a restraining order put on them by the feds.










3.
 
(usu. 
the Fed

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(US)

 short for Federal Reserve
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of federal
 . The abbreviation 
fed

 had previously been used in the late 18th cent. to denote a member of the Federalist party, who advocated a union of American colonies after the American Revolution.





fed.






abbreviation



1.
 
federal.




2.
 
federated.




3.
 
federation.













fedayeen

 
/ˌfedāˈēn, -dīˈēn/





I.
 
plural noun




Arab guerrillas operating especially in Israel and Palestine against the Israeli government, and in Iraq against the occupying coalition forces during and after the Second Gulf War.











– origin

 1950s: from colloquial Arabic 
fidā'iyīn

 , plural of classical Arabic 
fidā'ī

 ‘one who gives his life for another or for a cause,’ from 
fadā

 ‘to ransom someone.’ The singular 
fedai

 (from Arabic and Persian 
fidā'ī

 ) had previously been used (late 19th cent.) to denote an Ismaili Muslim assassin.





federacy

 
/ˈfed(ə)rəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of states with a central government but independence in internal affairs; a federation.




2.
 
the state of being joined by a treaty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from federate
 + -acy
 , on the pattern of confederacy
 .






federal

 
/ˈfed(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to a system of government in which several states form a unity but remain independent in internal affairs




•
 
Russia's federation treaty shares powers among Russia's federal and local governments.










2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the central government as distinguished from the separate units constituting a federation




•
 
the federal agency that provides legal services to the poor.










3.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the central government of the US.




4.
 
(
Federal

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹historical›

 of the northern states in the Civil War




•
 
a loud Federal cheer was heard, proving Stonewall to be hard pressed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
federalization

 
/ˌfed(ə)rəliˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
federalize

 
/ˈfed(ə)rəˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
foedus

 , 
foeder-

 ‘league, covenant’ + -al
 .





Federal Bureau of Investigation

 
FBI






an agency of the US federal government that deals principally with internal security and counter-intelligence and that also conducts investigations in federal law enforcement. It was established in 1908 as a branch of the Department of Justice, but was substantially reorganized under the controversial directorship (1924–72) of J. Edgar Hoover.









federal case






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
[Law]

 a criminal case that falls under the jurisdiction of a federal court.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a matter of great concern or with dire consequences




•
 
I'm not trying to 
make a federal case out of this

 , Christine, but you've got to do something.



















federal holiday






noun




a public holiday established by the federal government of a country




•
 
there's no mail today because it's a federal holiday.



















federalism

 
/ˈfed(ə)rəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
the federal principle or system of government




•
 
the politics of federalism in Canada.










2.
 
(
Federalism

 )
 — the principles of the Federalist Party.




3.
 
in Canada, support of confederation in opposition to Quebec separatism.













federalist

 
/ˈfed(ə)rələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who advocates or supports a system of government in which several states unite under a central authority




•
 
the ideas of the European federalists.










2.
 
(
Federalist

 )
 — 

(US)

 a member or supporter of the Federalist Party




•
 
they captured both the legislative and the executive branches of the federal government from the Federalists.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a system of government in which several states unite under a central authority




•
 
the federalist structure of the American system of government.










2.
 
(
Federalist

 )
 — 

(US)

 designating or pertaining to the Federalist Party




•
 
it was not a weapon that could reach the Federalist judges.



















Federalist Papers

 
The Federalist






a collection of essays written under the pseudonym “Publius” by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison, addressed to “The People of the State of New York,” first published in New York City newspapers between October 1787 and August 1788. The purpose of 
The Federalist

 was to persuade New Yorkers to ratify the Constitution adopted in Philadelphia in September 1787.









Federalist Party






an early political party in the US, joined by George Washington during his presidency (1789–97) and in power until 1801. The party's emphasis on strong central government was extremely important in the early years after independence, but by the 1820s it had been superseded by the Democratic-Republican Party.









federally

 
/ˈfed(ə)rəlē/






adverb




by means of the central government as distinguished from the separate units constituting a federation




•
 
federally funded projects




•
 
over 20 million acres of federally administered forests.



















Federal Open Market Committee






noun




a committee of the Federal Reserve Board that meets regularly to set monetary policy, including the interest rates that are charged to banks.













Federal Register






noun




a daily publication of the US federal government that issues proposed and final administrative regulations of federal agencies.













Federal Republic of Germany

 
/ˈfed(ə)rəl rəˈpəblik rēˈpəblik əv ə ˈjərmənē/





I.
 
former name of West Germany (see Germany
 ).




II.
 
the official name of Germany.










Federal Reserve






the federal banking authority in the US that performs the functions of a central bank and is used to implement the country's monetary policy, providing a national system of reserve cash available to banks. Created in 1913, the Federal Reserve System consists of twelve Federal Reserve Districts, each having a Federal Reserve Bank. These are controlled from Washington, DC, by the Federal Reserve Board consisting of governors appointed by the US president with Senate approval.









Federal Trade Commission






noun






[Finance]

 a federal agency, established in 1914, that administers antitrust and consumer protection legislation in pursuit of free and fair competition in the marketplace.













Federal Way






a city in west central Washington that lies between Seattle and Tacoma; pop. 84,309 (est. 2008).










federate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈfedəˌrāt /



1.
 
(with reference to a number of states or organizations) form or be formed into a single centralized unit, within which each state or organization keeps some internal autonomy


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
In 1901 the six colonies federated to form the Commonwealth of Australia




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Eritrea was federated with Ethiopia in 1952




•
 (as 
adjective

 
federated

 )
 
the establishment of 20 federated states in Mindanao.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈfed(ə)rət /



1.
 
of or relating to a federated state or organization




•
 
federate armies.














III.
 
derivatives





federative

 
/ˈfed(ə)rədiv ˈfedəˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as an adjective): from late Latin 
foederatus

 , based on 
foedus

 , 
foeder-

 ‘league, covenant.’






Federated States of Micronesia






full name for Micronesia
 (
sense

 2).









federation

 
/ˌfedəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of states with a central government but independence in internal affairs


[
in names

 ]


•
 
should the world be governed by a Pax Americana or by a democratic UN federation?










2.
 
an organization or group within which smaller divisions have some degree of internal autonomy


[
in names

 ]


•
 
the best tag team in the World Wrestling Federation.










3.
 
the action of forming states or organizations into a single group with centralized control




•
 
a first step in the federation of Europe.














II.
 
derivatives





federationist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
fédération

 , from late Latin 
foederatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
foederare

 ‘to ally,’ from 
foedus

 ‘league.’





Federer, Roger

 
/ˈfedərər/






(1981–), Swiss tennis player. In 2012 he won his seventh Wimbledon title, this being his 17th grand slam singles title.









fedora

 
/fəˈdôrə/





I.
 
noun




a low, soft felt hat with a curled brim and the crown creased lengthwise.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): from 
Fédora

 , the title of a drama (1882) written by the French dramatist Victorien Sardou (1831–1908).





fed up

 
/ˌfed ˈəp/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
annoyed or upset at a situation or treatment




•
 
he was 
fed up with

 doing all the work.




















fee

 
/fē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a payment made to a professional person or to a professional or public body in exchange for advice or services.




2.
 
money paid as part of a special transaction, e.g., for a privilege or for admission to something




•
 
the gallery charges an admission fee.










3.
 
(usu. 
fees

 )
 — money regularly paid (especially to a school or similar institution) for continuing services




•
 
high tuition fees required by the schools.










4.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 an estate of land, especially one held on condition of feudal service.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make a payment to (someone) in return for services.








III.
 
phrases





hold something in fee








[Law]

 
‹historical›

 hold an estate in return for feudal service to a superior.















– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
feu

 , 
fief

 , from medieval Latin 
feodum

 , 
feudum

 , ultimately of Germanic origin. Compare with feu
 and fief
 .





feeb

 
/fēb /

 

‹informal›







noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a feebleminded person.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an FBI agent.













feebate

 
/ˈfēbāt/





I.
 
noun




a system of charges and rebates whereby energy-efficient or environmentally friendly practices are rewarded while failure to adhere to such practices is penalized.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
fee

 and 
rebate

 .






feeble

 
/ˈfēbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking physical strength, especially as a result of age or illness




•
 
my legs are very feeble after the flu.










2.
 
(of a sound) faint




•
 
his voice sounded feeble and far away.










3.
 
lacking strength of character




•
 
she overreacted in such a feeble, juvenile way.










4.
 
failing to convince or impress




•
 
a feeble excuse.














II.
 
derivatives





feebleness

 
/ˈfēbəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fieble

 , earlier 
fleible

 , from Latin 
flebilis

 ‘lamentable,’ from 
flere

 ‘weep.’





feebleminded

 
/ˌfēbəlˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unable to make intelligent decisions or judgments.




2.
 
(of an idea or proposal) lacking in sense or clear direction




•
 
a feebleminded policy.










3.
 


‹dated›

 (of a person) having less than average intelligence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
feeblemindedly

 
feeble-mindedly






adverb













2.
 
feeblemindedness

 
feeble-mindedness






noun





















feebly

 
/ˈfēblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that lacks strength or force




•
 
I smiled feebly




•
 
many, from fear, cried out feebly.










2.
 
in a way that fails to convince or impress




•
 
he feebly attempted to defend the challenge




•
 
Plan D, a feebly disguised version of Plan C.




















feed

 
/fēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give food to




•
 
the raiders fed the guard dog to keep it quiet




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he fed her brownies he had just baked.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of an animal or baby) take food; eat something




•
 
morays emerge at night to feed.










3.
 
provide an adequate supply of food for




•
 
the island's simple agriculture could hardly feed its inhabitants.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
feed on/off

 )
 — derive regular nourishment from (a particular substance)




•
 
the bird feeds on cliff-top vegetation




•
 


‹figurative›

 his powerful mind fed off political discussion.










5.
 
encourage the growth of




•
 
I could feed my melancholy by reading Romantic poetry.










6.
 
give fertilizer to (a plant).




7.
 
put fuel on (a fire).




8.
 
supply (a machine) with material, power, or other things necessary for its operation




•
 
the programs are 
fed into

 the computer.










9.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — supply (someone) with (information, ideas, etc.)




•
 
I think he is feeding his old employer commercial secrets.










10.
 
supply water to (a body of water)




•
 
the pond is fed by a small stream




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
water 
feeds into

 the lower pool.










11.
 
insert further coins into (a meter) to extend the time for which it operates.




12.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — prompt (an actor) with (a line)




•
 
you were still in the wings feeding Micky his lines.










13.
 
(in ball games) pass (the ball) to a player




•
 
he took the ball and fed Salley.










14.
 


(US)

 distribute (a broadcast) to local television or radio stations via satellite or network




•
 
programs that the national networks feed to local stations.










15.
 
cause to move gradually and steadily, typically through a confined space




•
 
make holes through which to feed the cables.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of giving food, especially to animals or a baby, or of having food given to one




•
 
I've just given the horse her feed.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a meal




•
 
how 'bout I fix up a nice hot feed?










3.
 
food for domestic animals




•
 
the crops are grown for animal feed




•
 
cow feed.










4.
 
a device or conduit for supplying material to a machine




•
 
the plotter has a continuous paper feed.










5.
 
the supply of raw material to a machine or device


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a feed pipe.










6.
 
a broadcast distributed by satellite or network from a central source to a large number of radio or television stations




•
 
a satellite feed from Washington.










7.
 


[Computing]

 a facility for notifying the user of a blog or other frequently updated website that new content has been added




•
 
most blogs and news sites offer RSS feeds of their latest content.










8.
 
a line or prompt given to an actor on stage.




9.
 
an actor who provides a feed to a fellow performer.








III.
 
phrases





off one's feed








‹informal›

 having no appetite.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





feed back





a.
 
(of a response) influence the development of the thing that has given rise to it




•
 
what the audience tells me feeds back into my work.










b.
 
(of an electrical or other system) produce feedback.















– origin

 Old English 
fēdan

 (verb); related to food
 .





feedback

 
/ˈfēdˌbak/






noun



1.
 
information about reactions to a product, a person's performance of a task, etc., used as a basis for improvement.




2.
 
the modification or control of a process or system by its results or effects, e.g., in a biochemical pathway or behavioral response.

See also negative feedback
 , positive feedback
 .




3.
 
the return of a fraction of the output signal from an amplifier, microphone, or other device to the input of the same device; sound distortion produced by this.














feedbag

 
/ˈfēdbaɡ/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a strong canvas or leather bag containing grain, fastened over a horse's muzzle for feeding




•
 
I refilled her water trough and feedbag.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small lightweight bag containing food and drink, given to riders during a cycling race




•
 
a helper was trying to hand out the feedbags to the riders.



















feed box






noun




an open container in which food for animals is placed




•
 
he keeps a mineral block in the feed box for the calves to lick.



















feed dog






noun




the mechanism in a sewing machine that feeds the material under the needle.













feeder

 
/ˈfēdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that eats a particular food or in a particular manner




•
 
a plankton feeder.










2.
 
a container filled with food for birds or mammals.




3.
 
a person or thing that supplies something, in particular




4.
 
a device supplying material to a machine




•
 
the automatic sheet feeder holds up to 10 sheets of paper.










5.
 
a tributary stream.




6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a branch road or railroad line linking outlying districts with a main communication system.




7.
 
a transmission line carrying electricity to a distribution point.




8.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a school, sports team, etc., from which members move on to one more advanced




•
 
a feeder school for Florida State University.



















feeder school






noun




a school from which many or most students progress to a particular higher-level educational institution




•
 
the school takes pupils from six main feeder schools.



















feedforward

 
/ˌfēdˈfôrwərd/






noun




the modification or control of a process using its anticipated results or effects.













feeding bottle

 
/ˈfēdiNG ˌbädl/






noun






(Brit.)

 a bottle fitted with a nipple for feeding a baby.













feeding frenzy






noun



1.
 
an aggressive and competitive group attack on prey by a number of sharks or piranhas.




2.
 
an episode of frantic competition or rivalry for something




•
 
his casual remark caused a media feeding-frenzy.



















feedlot

 
/ˈfēdlät/






noun




an area or building where livestock are fed and fattened up.













feedstock

 
/ˈfēdstäk/






noun




raw material to supply or fuel a machine or industrial process.













feedstuff

 
/ˈfēdˌstəf/






noun

 — (usu. 
feedstuffs

 )


1.
 
a food provided for cattle and other livestock.













feedthrough

 
/ˈfēdTHro͞o/






noun




an electrical connector used to join two parts of a circuit on opposite sides of something, such as a circuit board or a grounding screen.














feel

 
/fēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be aware of (a person or object) through touching or being touched




•
 
she felt someone touch her shoulder.










2.
 
be aware of (something happening) through physical sensation




•
 
she felt the ground give way beneath her.










3.
 
examine or search by touch




•
 
he touched her head and felt her hair




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
felt around

 for the matches.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be capable of sensation




•
 
the dead cannot feel.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — give a sensation of a particular physical quality when touched




•
 
the wool feels soft.










6.
 
(
feel something out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 investigate something cautiously




•
 
they want to feel out the situation.










7.
 
(
feel someone up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 fondle someone for one's own sexual stimulation.




8.
 
experience (an emotion or sensation)




•
 
I felt a sense of excitement




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I felt angry and humiliated




•
 
we 
feel

 very strongly 
about

 freedom of expression.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — consider oneself to be in a particular state or exhibiting particular qualities




•
 
he doesn't feel obliged to visit every weekend.










10.
 
(
feel up to

 )
 — have the strength and energy to do or deal with




•
 
after the accident she didn't feel up to driving.










11.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
feel oneself

 )
 — be healthy and well




•
 
Ruth was not quite feeling herself.










12.
 
be emotionally affected by




•
 
he didn't feel the loss of his mother so keenly.










13.
 
(
feel for

 )
 — have compassion for




•
 
poor woman—I feel for her.










14.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — have a belief or impression, especially without an identifiable reason




•
 
she felt that the woman positively disliked her.










15.
 
hold an opinion




•
 
I felt I could make a useful contribution.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of touching something to examine it.




2.
 
the sense of touch




•
 
he worked by feel rather than using his eyes.










3.
 
a sensation given by an object or material when touched




•
 
nylon cloth with a cotton feel.










4.
 
the impression given by something




•
 
the restaurant has a modern bistro feel.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
feel one's age






become aware that one is growing older and less energetic.









2.
 
feel free (to do something)






have no hesitation or shyness (often used as an invitation or for reassurance)




•
 
feel free to say what you like.















3.
 
feel like (doing) something






be inclined to have or do




•
 
I feel like celebrating.















4.
 
feel one's oats






see oat
 .









5.
 
feel the pinch






see pinch
 .









6.
 
feel the pulse of






see pulse
 1
 .









7.
 
feel small






see small
 .









8.
 
feel strange






see strange
 .









9.
 
feel one's way





a.
 
find one's way by touch rather than sight




•
 
she plunged into the darkness of the tunnel, feeling her way along the walls.










b.
 
act cautiously, especially in an area with which one is unfamiliar




•
 
she was new in the job, still feeling her way.















10.
 
get a (or the) feel for (or of)






familiarize oneself with




•
 
you can explore to get a feel of the place.















11.
 
have a feel for






have a sensitive appreciation or an intuitive understanding of




•
 
you have to have a feel for animals.















12.
 
make oneself (or one's presence) felt






have a noticeable effect or influence




•
 
the economic crisis began to make itself felt.





















– origin

 Old English 
fēlan

 .





feeler

 
/ˈfēlər/






noun



1.
 
an animal organ such as an antenna or palp that is used for testing things by touch or for searching for food.




2.
 
a tentative proposal intended to ascertain someone's attitude or opinion




•
 
he 
put out feelers

 about seeking the party nomination.



















feeler gauge

 
/ˈfēlər ɡāj/






noun




a gauge consisting of a number of thin blades of calibrated thickness used for measuring narrow gaps or clearances.













feel-good

 
/ˈfēlɡo͝od/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
causing a feeling of happiness and well-being




•
 
a feel-good movie.














II.
 
derivatives





feel-goodism

 
/-ˌɡo͝odˌizəm /






noun






















feeling

 
/ˈfēliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an emotional state or reaction




•
 
a feeling of joy.










2.
 
(
feelings

 )
 — the emotional side of someone's character; emotional responses or tendencies to respond




•
 
I don't want to hurt her feelings.










3.
 
strong emotion




•
 
“God bless you!” she said with feeling.










4.
 
a belief, especially a vague or irrational one


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he had the feeling that he was being watched.










5.
 
an opinion, typically one shared by several people




•
 
a feeling grew that justice had not been done.










6.
 
the capacity to experience the sense of touch




•
 
a loss of feeling in the hands.










7.
 
the sensation of touching or being touched by a particular thing




•
 
the feeling of water against your skin.










8.
 
(
feeling for

 )
 — a sensitivity to or intuitive understanding of




•
 
he seems to have little feeling for art.














II.
 
adjective




showing emotion or sensitivity




•
 
he had a warm and feeling heart.














III.
 
derivatives





feelingless






adjective





















feelingly

 
/ˈfēliNGlē/






adverb




(of the expression of an emotion or opinion) in a heartfelt way




•
 
“Thank goodness,” she said feelingly.



















fee-paying

 
/ˈfēˌpāiNG/






adjective



1.
 
required to pay a fee or fees for a service




•
 
fee-paying students




•
 
fee-paying patients.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a school or similar institution) charging fees for continuing services




•
 
many families were making sacrifices to send children to fee-paying schools.



















fee simple

 
/ˈfē ˈˌsimpəl/






noun






[Law]

 a permanent and absolute tenure of an estate in land with freedom to dispose of it at will, especially a freehold tenure, which is the main type of land ownership.













feet

 
/fēt/






plural form of foot
 .










fee tail





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a former type of tenure of an estate in land with restrictions or entailment regarding the line of heirs to whom it may be willed.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
fee tailé

 (see fee
 , tail
 2
 ).





feet first






adverb



1.
 
after death; as a corpse




•
 
everyone told me that they were going to carry me out feet first.










2.
 
without hesitation or preparation




•
 
the show begins in a way that compels the audience to jump in feet first.



















feh

 
/fe/





I.
 
exclamation




conveying disapproval, displeasure, or disgust




•
 
The greatest writer in the English language? Feh!

















– origin

 Yiddish.





Fehling's solution

 
/ˈfāliNGz səˌlo͞oSH(ə)n /

 
Fehling's reagent






noun




an alkaline solution of copper(II) sulfate and a tartrate, used in a laboratory test for sugars.













Feiffer, Jules

 
/ˈfīfər/






(1929–), US cartoonist and writer. He is best known for his satirical cartoons, which appeared in 
The Village Voice

 and 
The New Yorker

 .










feign

 
/fān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pretend to be affected by (a feeling, state, or injury)




•
 
she feigned nervousness.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 invent (a story or excuse).




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 indulge in pretense.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
feign-

 , stem of 
feindre

 , from Latin 
fingere

 ‘mold, contrive.’ Senses in Middle English (taken from Latin) included ‘make something,’ ‘invent a story, excuse, or allegation,’ hence ‘make a pretense of a feeling or response’ Compare with fiction
 and figment
 .





feigned

 
/fānd/






adjective




simulated or pretended; insincere




•
 
her eyes widened with feigned shock.



















feijoa

 
/fāˈyōə, -ˈhōə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen shrub or small tree that bears edible green fruit resembling guavas. It is native to tropical South America and cultivated in New Zealand for its fruit.

[Genus 
Feijoa

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : two species.]




2.
 
the fruit of the feijoa plant.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after J. da Silva 
Feijó

 (1760–1824), Brazilian naturalist.





feijoada

 
/ˌfāZHo͝oˈädə, fāˈjwädə/





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian or Portuguese stew of black beans with pork or other meat and vegetables, served with rice.











– origin

 Portuguese, from 
feijão

 , from Latin 
phaseolus

 ‘bean.’





Feinstein, Dianne

 
/ˈfīnˌstīn/






(1933–), US politician. She served as mayor of San Francisco, California 1978–88 before she became a US senator 1992–.










feint1


 
/fānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deceptive or pretended blow, thrust, or other movement, especially in boxing or fencing




•
 
a brief feint at the opponent's face.










2.
 
a mock attack or movement in warfare, made in order to distract or deceive an enemy.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a deceptive or distracting movement, typically during a fight




•
 
he feinted left, drawing a punch and slipping it.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pretend to throw a (punch or blow) in order to deceive or distract an opponent




•
 
Feinting a left, I bobbed to the right.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
feinte

 , past participle (used as a noun) of 
feindre

 ‘feign.’





feint2


 
/fānt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting paper printed with faint lines as a guide for handwriting.




2.
 
denoting the lines so printed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of faint
 .






feisty

 
/ˈfīstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person, typically one who is relatively small or weak) lively, determined, and courageous




•
 
a feisty heroine who's more than a pretty face




•
 
a feisty upstart.










2.
 


‹informal›

 touchy and aggressive




•
 
he got a bit feisty and tried to hit me.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
feistily

 
/ˈfīstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
feistiness

 
/ˈfīstēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from earlier 
feist

 , 
fist

 ‘small dog,’ from 
fisting cur

 or 
hound

 , a derogatory term for a lapdog, from Middle English 
fist

 ‘break wind.’ Compare with fizzle
 .





Feldenkrais method

 
/ˈfeldənkrīs ˌmeTHəd/





I.
 
noun




a system designed to promote bodily and mental well-being by conscious analysis of neuromuscular activity via exercises that improve flexibility and coordination and increase ease and range of motion.











– origin

 1930s: named after Moshe 
Feldenkrais

 (1904–84), Russian-born physicist and mechanical engineer.






feldspar

 
/ˈfeldspär/





I.
 
noun




an abundant rock-forming mineral typically occurring as colorless or pale-colored crystals and consisting of aluminosilicates of potassium, sodium, and calcium.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of German 
Feldspat

 , 
Feldspath

 , from 
Feld

 ‘field’ + 
Spat

 , 
Spath

 ‘spar’ (see spar
 3
 ). The form 
felspar

 is by mistaken association with German 
Fels

 ‘rock.’





feldspathic

 
/ˌfeldˈspaTHik/






adjective






[Geology]

 (of a mineral or rock) of the nature of or containing feldspar.













feldspathoid

 
/ˈfeldspəˌTHoid/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 any of a group of minerals chemically similar to feldspar but containing less silica, such as nepheline and leucite.








II.
 
derivatives





feldspathoidal

 
/ˌfel(d)spaTHˈoidl /






adjective





















felicific

 
/ˌfeləˈsifik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ethics]

 relating to or promoting increased happiness




•
 
the institution of a rule against murder is in general felicific.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
felicificus

 , from 
felix

 , 
felic-

 ‘happy.’





felicitate

 
/fəˈlisəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
congratulate




•
 
the award winner was felicitated by the cultural association.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘regard as or pronounce happy or fortunate’): from late Latin 
felicitat-

 ‘made happy,’ from the verb 
felicitare

 , from Latin 
felix

 , 
felic-

 ‘happy.’





felicitations

 
/fəˌlisəˈtāSH(ə)nz/






plural noun




words expressing praise for an achievement or good wishes on a special occasion.













felicitous

 
/fəˈlisədəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
well chosen or suited to the circumstances




•
 
a felicitous phrase.










2.
 
pleasing and fortunate




•
 
the view was the room's only felicitous feature.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
felicitously

 
/fəˈlisidəslē /






adverb













2.
 
felicitousness






noun





















felicity

 
/fəˈlisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intense happiness




•
 
domestic felicity.










2.
 
the ability to find appropriate expression for one's thoughts




•
 
speech that pleased by its accuracy, felicity, and fluency.










3.
 
a particularly effective feature of a work of literature or art




•
 
the King James version, thanks to its felicities of language, ruled supreme.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
felicite

 , from Latin 
felicitas

 , from 
felix

 , 
felic-

 ‘happy.’





felid

 
/ˈfēlid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the cat family (
Felidae

 ); a wild cat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Felidae

 (plural), from Latin 
feles

 ‘cat.’





feline

 
/ˈfēˌlīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or affecting cats or other members of the cat family




•
 
feline leukemia.










2.
 
catlike, especially in beauty or slyness




•
 
her face was feline in shape.














II.
 
noun




a cat or other member of the cat family.








III.
 
derivatives





felinity

 
/fēˈlinədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
felinus

 , from 
feles

 ‘cat.’





Felipe VI

 
/feˌlēpā T͟Hə ˈsiksTH/






(1968–), king of Spain from 2014; full name 
Felipe Juan Pablo Alfonso de Todos los Santos de Borbón y de Grecia

 . His father Juan Carlos abdicated in his favor in 2014.









felix culpa

 
/ˈfāliks ˈko͝olpə, ˈfēliks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 the sin of Adam viewed as fortunate, because it brought about the blessedness of the Redemption.




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 an apparent error or disaster with happy consequences




•
 
he presents the revolt of the Noldor as a felix culpa.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Latin, literally ‘happy fault.’





fell1


 
/fel/






past of fall
 .










fell2


 
/fel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be felled

 )
 — cut down (a tree).




2.
 
knock down




•
 
strong winds felled power lines




•
 


‹figurative›

 corruption that felled the financial system in Thailand.










3.
 
(also 
flat-fell

 )
 — stitch down (the edge of a seam) to lie flat


(as 
adj.

 
flat-felled

 )


•
 
a flat-felled seam.














II.
 
noun




an amount of timber cut.











– origin

 Old English 
fellan

 , of Germanic origin; related to fall
 .





fell3


 
/fel/





I.
 
noun




a hill or stretch of high moorland, especially in northern England


[
in place names

 ]


•
 
Cross Fell




•
 
an area of fell and moor.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
fjall

 , 
fell

 ‘hill.’






fell4


 
/fel/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of terrible evil or ferocity; deadly




•
 
sorcerers use spells to achieve their fell ends.














II.
 
phrases





in (or at) one fell swoop






all at one time




•
 
nothing can topple the government in one fell swoop.







[from Shakespeare's 
Macbeth

 (
IV.

 iii. 219).]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fel

 , nominative of 
felon

 ‘wicked (person’) (see felon
 1
 ).






fell5


 
/fel/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an animal's hide or skin with its hair.











– origin

 Old English 
fel

 , 
fell

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
pellis

 and Greek 
pella

 ‘skin.’





fella

 
/ˈfelə /

 
fellah






noun




nonstandard spelling of fellow
 , used in representing speech in various dialects:




•
 
goodbye, young fella.



















fellah

 
/ˈfelə, felˈä/





I.
 
noun




an Egyptian peasant.











– origin

 from Arabic 
fallāḥ

 ‘tiller of the soil,’ from 
falaḥa

 ‘till the soil.’





fellate

 
/ˈfelˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform fellatio on (a man).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
fellat-

 ‘sucked,’ from the verb 
fellare

 .





fellatio

 
/fəˈlāSH(ē)ˌō/





I.
 
noun




oral stimulation of a man's penis.








II.
 
derivatives





fellator

 
/ˈfelˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
fellare

 ‘to suck.’





feller1


 
/ˈfelər/






noun




nonstandard spelling of fellow
 , used in representing speech in various dialects.













feller2


 
/ˈfelər/






noun




a person who cuts down trees.













Feller, Bob

 
/ˈfelər/






(1918–), US baseball player; full name 
Robert William Andrew Feller

 . He pitched for the Cleveland Indians 1936–56 (with the exception of 1942–44 when he served in the US Navy) and led American League pitchers in strikeouts seven times. Baseball Hall of Fame (1962).









Fellini, Federico

 
/fəˈlēnē/






(1920–93), Italian movie director. Notable movies: 
La Strada

 (1954), 
La Dolce Vita

 (1960) and 
8½

 (1963).









felloes

 
/ˈfelōz /

 
fellies





I.
 
plural noun




the outer rim of a wheel, to which the spokes are fixed.











– origin

 Old English 
felg

 (singular).






fellow

 
/ˈfelō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a man or boy




•
 
he was an extremely obliging fellow.










2.
 
a boyfriend or lover




•
 
has she got a fellow?










3.
 
(usu. 
fellows

 )
 — a person in the same position, involved in the same activity, or otherwise associated with another




•
 
he was learning with a rapidity unique among his fellows.










4.
 
a thing of the same kind as or otherwise associated with another




•
 
the page has been torn away from its fellows.










5.
 
a member of a learned society




•
 
he was elected a fellow of the Geological Society.










6.
 
(also 
research fellow

 )
 — a student or graduate receiving a fellowship for a period of research.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 an incorporated senior member of a college




•
 
a tutorial fellow.










8.
 
a member of the governing body in some universities.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
sharing a particular activity, quality, or condition with someone or something




•
 
they urged the troops not to fire on their fellow citizens.

















– origin

 late Old English 
fēolaga

 ‘a partner or colleague’ (literally ‘one who lays down money in a joint enterprise’), from Old Norse 
félagi

 , from 
félag

 ‘partnership’ from 
fé

 ‘cattle, property, money’ + 
lag

 ‘a laying down,’ from the Germanic base of lay
 1
 .





fellow feeling

 
/ˈfelō ˈˌfēliNG/






noun




sympathy and fellowship existing between people based on shared experiences or feelings.













fellowship

 
/ˈfelōˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
friendly association, especially with people who share one's interests




•
 
they valued fun and good fellowship as the cement of the community.










2.
 
a group of people meeting to pursue a shared interest or aim.




3.
 
a guild or corporation.




4.
 
the status of a fellow of a college or society




•
 
she held the Faulkner fellowship.



















fellow traveler





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who travels with another.




2.
 
a person who is not a member of a particular group or political party (especially the Communist Party), but who sympathizes with the group's aims and policies.








II.
 
derivatives





fellow traveling






adjective





















felo de se

 
/ˌfelō də ˈsā/





I.
 
noun




suicide.











– origin

 from Anglo-Latin, literally ‘felon of himself’; formerly a criminal act in the UK.






felon1


 
/ˈfelən/





I.
 
noun




a person who has been convicted of a felony.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cruel; wicked




•
 
the felon undermining hand of dark corruption.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘wicked, a wicked person’ (oblique case of 
fel

 ‘evil’), from medieval Latin 
fello

 , 
fellon-

 . Compare with felon
 2
 .






felon2


 
/ˈfelən/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for whitlow
 .











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps a specific use of felon
 1
 ; medieval Latin 
fello

 , 
fellon-

 had the same sense.





felonious

 
/fəˈlōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or involved in crime




•
 
they turned their felonious talents to the smuggling trade.










2.
 


[Law]

 relating to or of the nature of felony




•
 
his conduct was felonious.














II.
 
derivatives





feloniously






adverb





















felony

 
/ˈfelənē/





I.
 
noun




a crime, typically one involving violence, regarded as more serious than a misdemeanor, and usually punishable by imprisonment for more than one year or by death




•
 
he pleaded guilty to six felonies




•
 
an accusation of felony.







The distinction between felonies and misdemeanors usually depends on the penalties or consequences attaching to the crime. In English common law, felony originally comprised those offenses (murder, wounding, arson, rape, and robbery) for which the penalty included forfeiture of land and goods.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
felonie

 , from 
felon

 (see felon
 1
 ).






felsic

 
/ˈfelsik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a group of light-colored minerals including feldspar, feldspathoids, quartz, and muscovite.

Often contrasted with mafic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from feldspar
 + a contraction of silica
 .






felt1


 
/felt/





I.
 
noun




a kind of cloth made by rolling and pressing wool or another suitable textile accompanied by the application of moisture or heat, which causes the constituent fibers to mat together to create a smooth surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make into felt; mat together




•
 
the wood fibers are shredded and felted together.










2.
 
cover with felt


(as 
adj.

 
felted

 )


•
 
a felted roof.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become matted




•
 
care must be taken in washing, or the wool will shrink and felt.














III.
 
derivatives





felty






adjective



















– origin

 Old English; related to filter
 .





felt2


 
/felt/






past and past participle of feel
 .










felt-tip pen

 
/ˌfeltˌtip ˈpen /

 
felt-tipped pen
 , felt tip






noun




a pen with a writing point made of felt or other tightly packed fibers, typically containing a brightly colored ink.













felucca

 
/fəˈlo͞okə/





I.
 
noun




a small vessel propelled by oars or lateen sails or both, used on the Nile and formerly more widely in the Mediterranean region.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
feluc(c)a

 , probably from obsolete Spanish 
faluca

 , from Arabic 
fulk

 ‘ship,’ probably from Greek 
epholkion

 ‘(towed) boat.’





fem.






abbreviation



1.
 
female.




2.
 
feminine.













FEMA

 
/ˈfēmə/






abbreviation




Federal Emergency Management Agency.













female

 
/ˈfēˌmāl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or denoting the sex that can bear offspring or produce eggs, distinguished biologically by the production of gametes (ova) that can be fertilized by male gametes




•
 
a herd of female deer.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of women or female animals




•
 
a female audience




•
 
a female name.










3.
 
(of a plant or flower) having a pistil but no stamens.




4.
 
(of parts of machinery, fittings, etc.) manufactured hollow so that a corresponding male part can be inserted.








II.
 
noun




a female person, animal, or plant.








III.
 
derivatives





femaleness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
femelle

 , from Latin 
femella

 , diminutive of 
femina

 ‘a woman.’ The change in the ending was due to association with male
 , but the words 
male

 and 
female

 are not otherwise linked etymologically.





female circumcision

 
/ˈfēˌmāl ˌsərkəmˈsiZHən/






noun




(among some peoples) the action or traditional practice of cutting off the clitoris and sometimes the labia of girls or young women.













female condom

 
/ˈfēˌmāl ˈkändəm/






noun




a contraceptive device made of thin rubber, inserted into a woman's vagina before sexual intercourse.














female genital mutilation

 
female genital cutting






noun




the practice, traditional in some cultures, of partially or totally removing the external genitalia of girls and young women for nonmedical reasons. It is illegal in many countries.













female-oriented

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 female-orientated






adjective




biased toward, dominated by, or designed for women




•
 
female-oriented websites.




















female-to-male





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting interaction or transfer between a female and a male




•
 
female-to-male HIV infection.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a person who is born female and subsequently adopts the identity or appearance of a male, especially one who has undergone gender reassignment




•
 
female-to-male transsexuals.














II.
 
noun




a person who is born female and subsequently adopts the identity or appearance of a male, especially one who has undergone gender reassignment




•
 
the show follows two male-to-females and two female-to-males as they transition from one gender to the other.



















feme covert

 
/ˈfem ˈkəvərt, ˈfēm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a married woman.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, literally ‘a woman covered (i.e., protected by marriage).’





feme sole

 
/ˈfem ˈsōl, ˈfēm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
[Law]

 a woman without a husband, especially one who is divorced.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
feme soule

 ‘a woman alone.’





feminal

 
/ˈfemənl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 of or relating to a woman.








II.
 
derivatives





feminality

 
/ˌfeməˈnalətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
feminalis

 , from Latin 
femina

 ‘woman.’





feminazi

 
/ˈfemiˌnätsē/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 a radical feminist.











– origin

 1990s: blend of feminist
 and Nazi
 .





femineity

 
/ˌfeməˈnēədē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the quality of being feminine.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
femineus

 ‘womanish’ (from 
femina

 ‘woman’) + -ity
 .





feminine

 
/ˈfemənən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having qualities or appearance traditionally associated with women, especially delicacy and prettiness




•
 
a feminine frilled blouse.










2.
 
of or relating to women; female




•
 
he enjoys feminine company.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 of or denoting a gender of nouns and adjectives, conventionally regarded as female.




4.
 


[Music]

 (of a cadence) occurring on a metrically weak beat.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the feminine

 )


1.
 
the female sex or gender




•
 
the association of the arts with the feminine.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 a feminine word or form.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
femininely

 
/ˈfemənənlē /






adverb













2.
 
feminineness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
femininus

 , from 
femina

 ‘woman.’






feminine rhyme






noun






[Prosody]

 a rhyme between stressed syllables followed by one or more unstressed syllables (e.g., 
stocking

 /
shocking

 , 
glamorous

 /
amorous

 .).

Compare with masculine rhyme
 .













femininity

 
/ˌfeməˈninədē/






noun




the quality of being female; womanliness




•
 
she celebrates her femininity by wearing makeup and high heels.



















feminism

 
/ˈfeməˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the advocacy of women's rights on the grounds of political, social, and economic equality to men.

The issue of rights for women first became prominent during the French and American revolutions in the late 18th century. In Britain it was not until the emergence of the suffragette movement in the late 19th century that there was significant political change. A ‘second wave’ of feminism arose in the 1960s, with an emphasis on unity and sisterhood.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
féminisme

 .






feminist

 
/ˈfemənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who supports feminism.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or supporting feminism




•
 
feminist literature.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
féministe

 , from Latin 
femina

 ‘woman.’





feminize

 
/ˈfeməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more characteristic of or associated with women




•
 
as office roles changed, clerical work was increasingly feminized.










2.
 
induce female sexual characteristics in (a male).








II.
 
derivatives





feminization

 
/ˌfemənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌfemeˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















femme

 
/fem /

 
fem





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a lesbian or an effeminate male homosexual who takes a traditionally feminine sexual role.

Often contrasted with butch
 .











– origin

 1960s: French, ‘woman.’





femme fatale

 
/ˌfem fəˈtal ˌfem fəˈtäl/





I.
 
noun




an attractive and seductive woman, especially one who will ultimately bring disaster to a man who becomes involved with her.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘disastrous woman.’






femto-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 10−15





•
 
femtosecond.

















– origin

 from Danish or Norwegian 
femten

 ‘fifteen.’





femtocell

 
/ˈfemtōˌsel/





I.
 
noun




a very small mobile phone base station that is connected to the phone network via the Internet, typically used in areas where the mobile signal is weak and considered to be smaller than a picocell.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from femto-
 (in the sense 'extremely small') and cell
 (
sense

 4).





femtosecond

 
/ˈfemtōˌsekənd /

 
fs






noun




one quadrillionth of a second.













femur

 
/ˈfēmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the bone of the thigh or upper hind limb, articulating at the hip and the knee.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the third segment of the leg in insects and some other arthropods, typically the longest and thickest segment.








II.
 
derivatives





femoral

 
/ˈfem(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
femur

 , 
femor-

 ‘thigh.’






fen1


 
/fen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low and marshy or frequently flooded area of land




•
 
a flooded fen




•
 
55 acres of fen.










2.
 
(
the Fens

 )
 — flat low-lying areas of eastern England, formerly marshland but largely drained for agriculture since the 17th century.




3.
 


[Ecology]

 wetland with alkaline, neutral, or only slightly acid peaty soil.

Compare with bog
 .








II.
 
derivatives





fenny

 
/ˈfenē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fen(n)

 .





fen2


 
/fen/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of China, equal to one hundredth of a yuan.











– origin

 from Chinese 
fēn

 ‘a hundredth part.’






fence

 
/fens/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a barrier, railing, or other upright structure, typically of wood or wire, enclosing an area of ground to mark a boundary, control access, or prevent escape.




2.
 
a large upright obstacle used in equestrian jumping events.




3.
 
a guard or guide on a plane, saw, or other tool.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person who deals in stolen goods.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — surround or protect with a fence




•
 
our garden was not fully fenced.










2.
 
(
fence something in/off

 )
 — enclose or separate with a fence for protection or to prevent escape




•
 
everything is fenced in to keep out the wolves.










3.
 
(
fence someone/something out

 )
 — use a barrier to exclude someone or something




•
 
Idaho law requires people to fence out cows.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 deal in (stolen goods)




•
 
after stealing your ring, he didn't even know how to fence it.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fight with swords, especially as a sport.

See also fencing
 .




6.
 
conduct a discussion or argument in such a way as to avoid the direct mention of something




•
 
we were fencing, not talking about the subject we'd come to talk about.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
mend (one's) fences






see mend
 .









2.
 
side of the fence






either of the opposing positions involved in a conflict




•
 
whatever side of the fence you are on, the issue is here to stay.















3.
 
sit on the fence






avoid making a decision or choice.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fenceless

 
/ˈfensləs /






adjective













2.
 
fencer

 
/ˈfensər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘defending, defence’): shortening of defence. Compare with fend
 .





fence lizard






noun




a small gray-brown North American spiny lizard that typically has bright markings and often basks on rail fences, logs, and tree stumps.

[
Sceloporus undulatus

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]













fence-mending






noun




the action of making peace with a person or group




•
 
the two countries have some fence-mending to do




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he hopes that a fence-mending trip will bring the hostilities to an end.



















fence post

 
/ˈfens ˌpōst/






noun




a wooden or metal post set in the ground as a supporting part of a fence.













fencerow

 
/ˈfensˌrō/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an uncultivated strip of land on each side of and below a fence.














fencing

 
/ˈfensiNG/






noun



1.
 
the sport of fighting with swords, especially foils, épées, or sabers, according to a set of rules, in order to score points against an opponent


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fencing foil.










2.
 
the action of conducting a discussion or argument so as to avoid the direct mention of something.




3.
 
a series of fences




•
 
security fencing.










4.
 
material used for the construction of fences




•
 
chestnut is still in demand for fencing.










5.
 
the erection of fences.














fend

 
/fend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fend for oneself

 )
 — look after and provide for oneself, without any help from others




•
 
you're old enough to fend for yourself.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
fend someone/something off

 )
 — 

‹figurative›

 defend oneself from a blow, attack, or attacker.




•
 
he fended off the awkward questions.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘defend’): shortening of defend
 . Compare with fence
 .





fender

 
/ˈfendər/






noun



1.
 
a thing used to keep something off or prevent a collision, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the mudguard or area around the wheel well of a vehicle.




3.
 
a plastic cylinder, tire, etc., hung over a ship's side to protect it against impact.




4.
 


(US)

 a metal frame at the front of a locomotive or streetcar for pushing aside obstacles on the line; a cowcatcher.




5.
 
a low frame bordering a fireplace to contain burning materials.













Fender, Leo

 
/ˈfendər/






(1907–91), US guitar-maker. He pioneered the design and production of electric guitars and founded the company named after him.









fender bender

 
/ˈfendər ˌbendər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a minor collision between motor vehicles.














fenestra

 
/fəˈnestrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a small natural hole or opening, especially in a bone. The mammalian middle ear is linked by the 
fenestra ovalis

 to the vestibule of the inner ear, and by the 
fenestra rotunda

 to the cochlea.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an artificial opening.




3.
 
an opening in a bandage or cast.




4.
 
a perforation in a forceps blade.




5.
 
a hole made by surgical fenestration.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a botanical term denoting a small scar left by the separation of the seed from the ovary): from Latin, literally ‘window.’






fenestrate

 
/ˈfenəˌstrāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having small windowlike perforations or transparent areas.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
fenestratus

 ‘provided with openings,’ from the verb 
fenestrare

 .





fenestrated

 
/ˈfenəˌstrādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
provided with a window or windows




•
 
the fenestrated heights of nearby buildings.










2.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 having perforations, apertures, or transparent areas




•
 
the capillaries have a fenestrated epithelium.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
fenestrare

 (see fenestrate
 ) + -ed
 1
 .





fenestration

 
/ˌfenəˈstrāSHən/






noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 the arrangement of windows and doors on the elevations of a building.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 
[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the condition of being fenestrate.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 
[Medicine]

 a surgical operation in which a new opening is formed, especially in the bony labyrinth of the inner ear to treat certain types of deafness.













fenfluramine

 
/fenˈflo͝orəˌmēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 an SSRI appetite-suppressant drug once prescribed for obesity, but withdrawn from the US market in 1997 because of safety concerns. It was one component of fen-phen
 .













feng shui

 
/feNGˈSHo͞oːē/





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese thought) a system of laws considered to govern spatial arrangement and orientation in relation to the flow of energy (qi), and whose favorable or unfavorable effects are taken into account when siting and designing buildings.











– origin

 Chinese, from 
fēng

 ‘wind’ and 
shuǐ

 ‘water.’






Fenian

 
/ˈfēnēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a 19th-century revolutionary nationalist organization among the Irish in the US and Ireland. The Fenians staged an unsuccessful revolt in Ireland in 1867 and were responsible for isolated revolutionary acts against the British until the early 20th century, when they were gradually eclipsed by the IRA.




2.
 


‹offensive›

 (chiefly in Northern Ireland) a derogatory term for a Catholic or Irish nationalist.








II.
 
derivatives





Fenianism

 
/-izəm /






noun



















– origin

 from Old Irish 
féne

 , the name of an ancient Irish people, confused with 
fíann

 , 
fianna

 (see Fianna Fáil
 ).





fenland

 
/ˈfenˌland/






noun

 — (also 
fenlands

 )


1.
 
land consisting of fens




•
 
thousands of acres of fenland.










2.
 
(usu. 
the Fenland

 )
 — the Fens of eastern England.













fennec

 
/ˈfenik /

 
fennec fox





I.
 
noun




a small pale fox with large pointed ears, native to the deserts of North Africa and Arabia.

[
Vulpes zerda

 , family 
Canidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Arabic from Persian 
fanak

 , 
fanaj

 .






fennel

 
/ˈfenl/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic yellow-flowered European plant of the parsley family, with feathery leaves.

[
Foeniculum vulgare

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : two subspecies, a hardy perennial (
dulce

 ), the seeds and leaves of which are used as culinary herbs, and the annual 
Florence fennel

 (
azoricum

 ), with swollen leaf bases that are eaten as a vegetable.]











– origin

 Old English 
finule

 , 
fenol

 , from Latin 
faeniculum

 , diminutive of 
faenum

 ‘hay.’






fen-phen

 
/ˈfenfen/






noun




a combination of the appetite-suppressant drugs fenfluramine and phentermine not used since the withdrawal of fenfluramine from the US market in 1997.













fentanyl

 
/ˈfentənil, ˈfentn-il/






noun




a fast-acting narcotic analgesic and sedative that is sometimes abused for its heroinlike effect.













fenugreek

 
/ˈfen(y)əˌɡrēk/





I.
 
noun




a white-flowered herbaceous plant of the pea family, with aromatic seeds that are used for flavoring, especially ground and used in curry powder.

[
Trigonella foenum-graecum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
fenogrecum

 (superseded in Middle English by forms from Old French 
fenugrec

 ), from Latin 
faenugraecum

 , from 
faenum graecum

 ‘Greek hay’ (the Romans used the dried plant as fodder).





Fenway

 
/ˈfenwā/






(
the Fenway

 )
 — a park system that incorporates the wetlands in Boston, Massachusetts. Nearby is Fenway Park, the baseball stadium of the Boston Red Sox.









feoffee

 
/feˈfē fēˈfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trustee invested with a freehold estate to hold in possession for a purpose.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in feudal law) a person to whom a grant of freehold property is made.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
feoffe

 ‘enfeoffed,’ past participle of 
feoffer

 , variant of Old French 
fieffer

 (see feoffment
 ).






feoffment

 
/ˈfēfmənt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in feudal law) a grant of ownership of freehold property to someone.








II.
 
derivatives





feoffor

 
/ˈfēfər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
fieffer

 ‘put in legal possession,’ from 
fief

 (see fee
 and fief
 ).





FEP






abbreviation






[Computing]

 front-end processor.













FEPC






abbreviation




Fair Employment Practices Commission.













FERA






abbreviation




Federal Emergency Relief Administration.














feral

 
/ˈferəl ˈfirəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of an animal) in a wild state, especially after escape from captivity or domestication




•
 
a feral cat.










2.
 
resembling a wild animal




•
 
a feral snarl.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
fera

 ‘wild animal’ (from 
ferus

 ‘wild’) + -al
 .





Ferber, Edna

 
/ˈfərbər/






(1887–1968), US writer. She wrote the novels 
So Big

 (1924) and 
Giant

 (1952), as well as stage plays that include 
Dinner at Eight

 (1932, with George S. Kaufman).









ferberite

 
/ˈfərbəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a black mineral consisting of ferrous tungstate, typically occurring as elongated prisms.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Rudolph 
Ferber

 (1743–90), Swedish mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .





fer de lance

 
/ˌfer də ˈlans, ˌfer də ˈläns/





I.
 
noun




a large and dangerous pit viper native to Central and South America.

[Genus 
Bothrops

 , family 
Viperidae

 : several species, in particular 
B. atrox

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘iron (head) of a lance.’





Ferdinand

 
/ˈfərdəˌnand/






of Aragon (1452–1516), king of Castile 1474–1516 and of Aragon 1479–1516; known as 
Ferdinand the Catholic

 . He and his wife Isabella instituted the Spanish Inquisition in 1478 and supported the expedition of Christopher Columbus in 1492. Their capture of Granada from the Moors in the same year effectively united Spain as one country.









feria

 
/ˈfi(ə)rēə, ˈfer-/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a local fair or festival, usually in honor of a patron saint.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, from Latin, literally ‘holiday.’





ferial

 
/ˈferēəl ˈfirēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Christian Church]

 denoting an ordinary weekday, as opposed to one appointed for a festival or fast.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
ferialis

 , from Latin 
feria

 ‘holiday.’ In late Latin 
feria

 was used with a prefixed ordinal number to mean ‘day of the week’ (e.g., 
secunda feria

 ‘second day, Monday’), but Sunday (Dominicus) and Saturday (Sabbatum) were usually referred to by their names; hence 
feria

 came to mean ‘ordinary weekday.’





feringhee

 
/fəˈriNGɡē /

 
feringhi





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 (in India and other parts of Asia) a foreigner, especially one with white skin.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person of Indian–Portuguese parentage.











– origin

 via Urdu from Persian 
firangī

 , from the base of Frank
 .





Ferlinghetti, Lawrence

 
/ˌfərliNGˈɡetē/






(1919–), US poet and publisher; born 
Lawrence Ferling

 ; full name 
Lawrence Monsanto Ferlinghetti

 . Identified with San Francisco's beat movement, he founded a publishing house called City Lights. Notable works: 
A Coney Island of the Mind

 (1958) and 
Her

 (1960).









Ferm.






abbreviation




Fermanagh.













Fermanagh

 
/fərˈmanə/






one of the six counties of Northern Ireland, formerly an administrative area; chief town, Enniskillen.









Fermat, Pierre de

 
/ferˈmä/






(1601–65), French mathematician. His work on curves led directly to the general methods of calculus introduced by Isaac Newton and Gottfried Leibniz. He is also recognized as the founder of the modern theory of numbers.









fermata

 
/fərˈmädə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a pause of unspecified length on a note or rest.




2.
 


[Music]

 a mark over a note or rest that is to be lengthened by an unspecified amount.











– origin

 Italian, from 
fermare

 ‘to stop.’





Fermat's last theorem

 
/ferˌmäz last ˈTHēərəm /

 

‹Mathematics›







a conjecture by Fermat that if 
n

 is an integer greater than 2, the equation 
x

 
n

 + 
y

 
n

 = 
z

 
n

 has no positive integral solutions. Fermat noted that he had “a truly wonderful proof” of the conjecture, but never wrote it down. In 1995 a general proof was published by the Princeton-based British mathematician Andrew Wiles.










ferment





I.
 
verb

 — 
/fərˈment /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a substance) undergo fermentation




•
 
the drink had fermented, turning some of the juice into alcohol.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause the fermentation of (a substance).




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — incite or stir up (trouble or disorder)




•
 
the politicians and warlords who are fermenting this chaos.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a negative feeling or memory) fester and develop into something worse




•
 
it had been fermenting in my subconscious for a while.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈfərˌmənt /



1.
 
agitation and excitement among a group of people, typically concerning major change and leading to trouble or violence




•
 
Germany at this time was in a state of religious ferment.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a fermenting agent or enzyme.








III.
 
derivatives





fermentable

 
/fərˈmen(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ferment

 (noun), 
fermenter

 (verb), based on Latin 
fermentum

 ‘yeast,’ from 
fervere

 ‘to boil.’





fermentation

 
/ˌfərmənˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the chemical breakdown of a substance by bacteria, yeasts, or other microorganisms, typically involving effervescence and the giving off of heat.




2.
 
the process of fermentation involved in the making of beer, wine, and liquor, in which sugars are converted to ethyl alcohol.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 agitation; excitement




•
 
I had found Paris in high fermentation.














II.
 
derivatives





fermentative

 
/fərˈmen(t)ədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
fermentatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
fermentare

 ‘to ferment’ (see ferment
 ).





fermenter

 
/fərˈmen(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a container in which fermentation takes place.




2.
 
an organism that causes fermentation.













fermi

 
/ˈfermē, ˈfər-/





I.
 
noun




a unit of length equal to 10−15
 meter (one femtometer), used in nuclear physics. It is similar to the diameter of a proton.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after E. 
Fermi

 (see Fermi, Enrico
 ).






Fermi, Enrico

 
/ˈfermē/






(1901–54), US atomic physicist; born in Italy. He directed the first controlled nuclear chain reaction in 1942 and joined the Manhattan Project to work on the atom bomb. Nobel Prize for Physics (1938).









Fermi–Dirac statistics

 
/ˌfərmēdəˈrak stəˌtistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 a type of quantum statistics used to describe systems of fermions.











– origin

 1920s: named after E. 
Fermi

 (see Fermi, Enrico
 ) and P. A. M. 
Dirac

 (see Dirac, Paul
 ).





fermion

 
/ˈfermēän ˈfərmēän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle, such as a nucleon, that has half-integral spin and follows the statistical description given by Fermi and Dirac.











– origin

 1940s: from the name of E. Fermi (see Fermi, Enrico
 ) + -on
 .





fermium

 
/ˈfermēəm ˈfərmēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Fm

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 100, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Fermium does not occur naturally and was discovered in 1953 in the debris of the first hydrogen bomb explosion.











– origin

 1950s: from the name of E. Fermi (see Fermi, Enrico
 ) + -ium
 .






fern

 
/fərn/





I.
 
noun




a flowerless plant that has feathery or leafy fronds and reproduces by spores released from the undersides of the fronds. Ferns have a vascular system for the transport of water and nutrients.

[Class 
Filicopsida

 , division 
Pteridophyta

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fernery

 
/ˈfərn(ə)rē /






noun













2.
 
ferny

 
/ˈfərnē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fearn

 .





Fernando Póo

 
/fərˌnandō ˈpō/






former name (until 1973) for Bioko
 .









fern bar






noun






‹informal›

 a barroom in a contemporary design that includes ferns and other plants.














fernbrake

 
/ˈfərnbrāk/





I.
 
noun




a bed or thicket of ferns.











– origin

 Old English 
fearnbraca

 (plural): see fern
 , brake
 4
 .





ferocious

 
/fəˈrōSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
savagely fierce, cruel, or violent




•
 
the wolverine is nature's most ferocious and violent animal.










2.
 
(of a conflict) characterized by or involving aggression, bitterness, and determination




•
 
a ferocious argument.










3.
 
extreme and unpleasant




•
 
a ferocious headache.














II.
 
derivatives





ferociousness

 
/fəˈrōSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
ferox

 , 
feroc-

 ‘fierce’ + -ious
 .





ferociously

 
/fəˈrōSHəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a savagely fierce, cruel, or violent manner




•
 
the dogs barked ferociously




•
 
her novel was ferociously attacked when published.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a very great degree; extremely




•
 
a bookish, ferociously intelligent young girl




•
 
he's the most ferociously loyal friend.



















ferocity

 
/fəˈräsədē/





I.
 
noun




the state or quality of being ferocious




•
 
the ferocity of the storm caught them by surprise.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
ferocitas

 , from 
ferox

 , 
feroc-

 ‘fierce.’






-ferous

 
-iferous





I.
 
suffix




having, bearing, or containing (a specified thing)




•
 
Carboniferous




•
 
pestiferous.

















– origin

 from French 
-fère

 or Latin 
-fer

 ‘producing,’ from 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’





-ferously






combining form




in adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ferous

 (such as 
pestiferously

 corresponding to 
pestiferous

 ).













-ferousness






combining form




in nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ferous

 (such as 
pestiferousness

 corresponding to 
pestiferous

 ).













Ferrara

 
/fəˈrärə/






a city in northern Italy, capital of a province of the same name; pop. 130,486 (est. 2009).









Ferrari, Enzo

 
/fəˈrärē/






(1898–1988), Italian car designer and manufacturer. In 1929, he founded the company named after him.









Ferraro, Geraldine Anne

 
/fəˈrärō/






(1935–2011), US politician. The first woman from a major political party to be nominated, she ran unsuccessfully for vice president of the US with Democratic candidate Walter Mondale in 1984. She served in the US House of Representatives 1979–85.









ferrate

 
/ˈferāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both iron (typically ferric iron) and oxygen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron’ + -ate
 1
 .





Ferrel's law

 
/ˈferəlz ˌlô /

 

‹Meteorology›






I.
 
a law stating that Coriolis forces deflect winds and freely moving objects to the right in the northern hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere.







– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after William 
Ferrel

 (1817–91), American meteorologist.





ferret

 
/ˈferət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated polecat kept as a pet or used, especially in Europe, for catching rabbits. It is typically albino or brown.

[
Mustela putorius furo

 , family 
Mustelidae

 ; descended mainly from the European polecat.]




2.
 
(
black-footed ferret

 )
 — a rare weasellike animal (
Mustela nigripes

 ), found in grassland in the US.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) hunt with ferrets, typically for rabbits.




2.
 
clear (a hole or area of ground) of rabbits with ferrets.




3.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — look around in a place or container in search of something




•
 
he went to the desk and ferreted around.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
ferret something out

 )
 — search tenaciously for and find something




•
 
she had the ability to ferret out the facts.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ferreter






noun













2.
 
ferrety

 
/ˈferədē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fuiret

 , alteration of 
fuiron

 , based on late Latin 
furo

 ‘thief, ferret,’ from Latin 
fur

 ‘thief.’






ferri-





I.
 
combining form






[Chemistry]

 of iron with a valence of three; ferric.

Compare with ferro-
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron.’





ferriage

 
/ˈferēij/






noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of transporting someone or something by ferry.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the fare paid for ferry transportation.














ferric

 
/ˈferik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to iron.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of iron with a valence of three; of iron(III).

Compare with ferrous
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron’ + -ic
 .





ferricyanide

 
/ˌferiˈsīəˌnīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion Fe(CN)6
 3−
 .














ferrimagnetic

 
/ˌferēˌmaɡˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 (of a substance) displaying a weak form of ferromagnetism associated with parallel but opposite alignment of neighboring atoms. In contrast with antiferromagnetic materials, these alignments do not cancel out and there is a net magnetic moment.








II.
 
derivatives





ferrimagnetism

 
/ˌferiˈmaɡnəˌtizəm /






noun





















Ferris wheel

 
/ˈferəs ˌ(h)wēl/





I.
 
noun




an amusement-park or fairground ride consisting of a giant vertical revolving wheel with passenger cars suspended on its outer edge.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after George W. G. 
Ferris

 (1859–96), the American engineer who invented it.





ferrite

 
/ˈferīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ceramic compound consisting of a mixed oxide of iron and one or more other metals. Ferrite has ferrimagnetic properties and is used in high-frequency electrical components such as antennas.




2.
 


[Metallurgy]

 a form of pure iron with a body-centered cubic crystal structure, occurring in low-carbon steel.








II.
 
derivatives





ferritic

 
/fəˈritik /






adjective




(ferrite
 (
sense

 2)).



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron’ + -ite
 1
 .





ferritin

 
/ˈferətn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein produced in mammalian metabolism that serves to store iron in the tissues.











– origin

 1930s: from ferri-
 + 
-t-

 (for ease of pronunciation) + -in
 1
 .






ferro-

 
/ˈferō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
containing iron




•
 
ferroconcrete.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of iron with a valence of two; ferrous.

Compare with ferri-
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron.’





ferroalloy

 
/ˌferōˈaloi, -əˈloi/






noun




an alloy of iron with one or more other metals, used in the production of steel.













ferrocene

 
/ˈferəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an orange crystalline compound whose molecule has a sandwich structure in which two planar cyclopentadiene ligands enclose an iron atom.

[Chem. formula: Fe(C5
 H5
 )2
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from ferro-
 ‘containing iron’ + 
-cene

 from 
c(yclopentadi)ene

 .





ferroconcrete

 
/ˌferōˈkänkrēt/






noun




another term for reinforced concrete
 .













ferrocyanide

 
/ˌferōˈsīənīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion Fe(CN)6
 4−
 .













ferroelectric

 
/ˌferōəˈlektrik /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) exhibiting permanent electric polarization that varies in strength with the applied electric field.








II.
 
noun




a ferroelectric substance.








III.
 
derivatives





ferroelectricity

 
/ˌferō-iˌlekˈtrisəte /






noun





















ferrofluid

 
/ˌferōˈflo͞oid/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a fluid containing a magnetic suspension




•
 
ferrofluid cooling.



















ferromagnesian

 
/ˌferōˌmaɡˈnēZHən, -zēən/






adjective






[Geology]

 (of a rock or mineral) containing iron and magnesium as major components.













ferromagnetic

 
/ˌferōmaɡˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 (of a body or substance) having a high susceptibility to magnetization, the strength of which depends on that of the applied magnetizing field, and that may persist after removal of the applied field. This is the kind of magnetism displayed by iron and is associated with parallel magnetic alignment of neighboring atoms.








II.
 
derivatives





ferromagnetism

 
/ˌferōˈmaɡnəˌtizəm /






noun





















ferromanganese

 
/ˌferōˈmaNGɡəˌnēz/






noun




an alloy of iron and manganese used in the production of steel.













ferrosilicon

 
/ˈferōˌsilikən/






noun




an alloy of iron and silicon used in the production of steel and some types of iron.














ferrous

 
/ˈferəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly of metals) containing or consisting of iron.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of iron with a valence of two; of iron(II).

Compare with ferric
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron’ + -ous
 .





ferrous oxide






noun




a black powder, FeO, used in making steel and glass.













ferrous sulfate






noun




a pale green iron salt used in inks, tanning, water purification, and treatment of anemia.

[Alternative name: 
iron(II) sulfate

 ; chem. formula (crystals): FeSO4
 7H2
 O.]













ferruginous

 
/fəˈro͞ojənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing iron oxides or rust




•
 
a band of ferruginous limestone.










2.
 
reddish brown; rust-colored




•
 
the ferruginous earth of southern Brazil.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
ferrugo

 , 
ferrugin-

 ‘rust, dark red’ (from 
ferrum

 ‘iron’) + -ous
 .





ferrule

 
/ˈferəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ring or cap, typically a metal one, that strengthens the end of a handle, stick, or tube and prevents it from splitting or wearing.




2.
 
a metal band strengthening or forming a joint.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration (probably by association with Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron’) of obsolete 
verrel

 , from Old French 
virelle

 , from Latin 
viriola

 , diminutive of 
viriae

 ‘bracelets.’





ferry

 
/ˈferē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a boat or ship for conveying passengers and goods, especially over a relatively short distance and as a regular service.




2.
 
a service for conveying passengers or goods by boat or ship.




3.
 
the place from which a ferry service operates.




4.
 
a service using another mode of transportation to convey passengers and goods, especially aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey in a ferry or other ship or boat, especially across a short stretch of water




•
 
riverboats ferried weekend picnickers to the park.










2.
 
transport from one place to another on short or regular trips




•
 
helicopters ferried 4,000 men into the desert.














III.
 
derivatives





ferryman






noun




(
pl.

 ferrymen) /ˈferēˌman ˈferēmən /

 —


















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
ferja

 ‘ferryboat,’ of Germanic origin and related to fare
 .






fertile

 
/ˈfərdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of soil or land) producing or capable of producing abundant vegetation or crops




•
 
fields along the fertile flood plains of the river




•
 


‹figurative›

 Germany in the 1920s and 30s was 
fertile ground

 for such ideas.










2.
 
(of a seed or egg) capable of becoming a new individual.




3.
 
(of a person, animal, or plant) able to conceive young or produce seed




•
 
Barbara carefully calculated the period when she was most fertile.










4.
 
(of a person's mind or imagination) producing many new and inventive ideas with ease.




5.
 
(of a situation or subject) fruitful and productive in generating new ideas




•
 
a series of fertile debates within the social sciences.










6.
 


[Physics]

 (of nuclear material) able to become fissile by the capture of neutrons.











– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
fertilis

 , from 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’





Fertile Crescent






a crescent-shaped area of fertile land in the Middle East that extends from the eastern Mediterranean coast through the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers to the Persian Gulf. It was the center of the Neolithic development of agriculture (from 7000 
BC

 ), and the cradle of the Assyrian, Sumerian, and Babylonian civilizations.









fertility

 
/fərˈtilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being fertile; productiveness




•
 
improve the soil fertility by adding compost.










2.
 
the ability to conceive children or young




•
 
anxiety and stress affect fertility in both men and women.



















fertility cult

 
/fərˈtilədē ˌkəlt/






noun




a pagan religious system of some agricultural societies in which seasonal rites are performed with the aim of ensuring good harvests and the future well-being of the community.













fertilization

 
/ˌfərdləˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the action or process of fertilizing an egg, female animal, or plant, involving the fusion of male and female gametes to form a zygote.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the action or process of applying a fertilizer to soil or land.













fertilize

 
/ˈfərdlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (an egg, female animal, or plant) to develop a new individual by introducing male reproductive material.




2.
 
make (soil or land) more fertile or productive by adding suitable substances to it.








II.
 
derivatives





fertilizable






adjective





















fertilizer

 
/ˈfərdlˌīzər/






noun




a chemical or natural substance added to soil or land to increase its fertility




•
 
a nitrogenous fertilizer




•
 
these varieties need pesticides and more fertilizer.




















ferula

 
/ˈfer(y)ələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall large-leaved Eurasian plant of a genus that includes asafetida and its relatives.

[Genus 
Ferula

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]




2.
 
rare term for ferule
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘giant fennel, rod.’






ferule

 
/ˈferəl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a flat ruler with a widened end, formerly used for punishing children.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the giant fennel): from Latin 
ferula

 (see ferula
 ).






fervent

 
/ˈfərvənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or displaying a passionate intensity




•
 
a fervent disciple of tax reform.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 hot, burning, or glowing.








II.
 
derivatives





fervency

 
/ˈfərv(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
fervent-

 ‘boiling,’ from the verb 
fervere

 . Compare with fervid
 and fervor
 .





fervently

 
/ˈfərvəntlē/






adverb




very enthusiastically or passionately




•
 
he fervently believes he's doing the right thing




•
 
I fervently opposed the change.




















fervid

 
/ˈfərvəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
intensely enthusiastic or passionate, especially to an excessive degree




•
 
a letter of fervid thanks.










2.
 


‹literary›

 burning, hot, or glowing.








II.
 
derivatives





fervidly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘glowing, hot’): from Latin 
fervidus

 , from 
fervere

 ‘to boil.’ Compare with fervent
 and fervor
 .






fervor

 
/ˈfərvər /

 


‹Brit.›

 fervour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intense and passionate feeling




•
 
he talked with all the fervor of a new convert.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 intense heat.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
fervor

 , from 
fervere

 ‘to boil.’ Compare with fervent
 and fervid
 .





fescue

 
/ˈfeskyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of narrow-leaved grasses.

[● a perennial grass that is a valuable lawn, pasture, and fodder species (genus 
Festuca

 , family 
Gramineae

 ). ● an annual grass that typically occurs on drier soils such as on dunes and wasteland (genus 
Vulpia

 , family 
Gramineae

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English 
festu

 , 
festue

 ‘straw, twig,’ from Old French 
festu

 , based on Latin 
festuca

 ‘stalk, straw.’ The change of 
-t-

 to 
-c-

 occurred in the 16th cent.; the current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.






fess1


 
/fes /

 
fesse





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 an ordinary in the form of a broad horizontal stripe across the middle of the shield.








II.
 
phrases





in fess








[Heraldry]

 across the middle third of the field.















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
fesse

 , alteration of 
faisse

 , from Latin 
fascia

 ‘band.’ Compare with fascia
 .





fess2


 
/fes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
fess up

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 confess; own up




•
 
“Fess up,” she demanded. “What were you doing in Peter's private office?”

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: shortening of confess
 .





Fessenden, Reginald Aubrey

 
/ˈfesəndən/






(1866–1932), US pioneer of radiotelephony, born in Canada. He invented the heterodyne receiver.









fess point






noun






[Heraldry]

 a point at the center of a shield.














-fest





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting a festival or large gathering of a specified kind




•
 
gabfest




•
 
slugfest.

















– origin

 from German 
Fest

 ‘festival.’





festa

 
/ˈfestə/





I.
 
noun




(in Italy and other Mediterranean countries) a religious or other festival.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian, ‘festival,’ from Latin.





festal

 
/ˈfest(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or relating to a celebration or festival




•
 
he appeared in festal array.














II.
 
derivatives





festally






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Old French from late Latin 
festalis

 , from Latin 
festum

 , (plural) 
festa

 ‘feast.’






fester

 
/ˈfestər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a wound or sore) become septic; suppurate




•
 
I developed a tropical sore that festered badly




•
 (as 
adj.

 
festering

 )
 
a festering abscess.










2.
 
(of food or garbage) become rotten and offensive to the senses




•
 
a gully full of garbage that festered in the shade.










3.
 
(of a negative feeling or a problem) become worse or more intense, especially through long-term neglect or indifference




•
 
anger which festers and grows in his heart.










4.
 
(of a person) undergo physical and mental deterioration in isolated inactivity




•
 
I might be 
festering in

 jail now.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the rare word 
fester

 ‘fistula,’ later ‘festering sore,’ or Old French 
festrir

 (verb), both from Old French 
festre

 (noun), from Latin 
fistula

 ‘pipe, reed, fistula.’





festival

 
/ˈfestəvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a day or period of celebration, typically a religious commemoration




•
 
a tabulation of saints' days and other festivals




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a festival atmosphere.










2.
 
an annual celebration or anniversary




•
 
highlights of this year's pumpkin festival.










3.
 
an organized series of concerts, plays, or movies, typically one held annually in the same place




•
 
numbers that are still heard at traditional jazz festivals.

















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective): via Old French from medieval Latin 
festivalis

 , from Latin 
festivus

 , from 
festum

 , (plural) 
festa

 ‘feast.’





festivalgoer

 
/ˈfestəvəlˌɡōər/






noun




a person attending a music festival, film festival, etc.




•
 
a cheering crowd of festivalgoers




•
 
the majority of festivalgoers purchase tickets weeks in advance of the screenings.



















festival of lights






noun



1.
 
another term for Hanukkah
 .




2.
 
another term for Diwali
 .














Festival of the Dead






noun




another term for Bon
 .













festive

 
/ˈfestiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a festival




•
 
parties are held and festive food is served.










2.
 
cheerful and jovially celebratory




•
 
the somber atmosphere has given way to a festive mood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
festively






adverb













2.
 
festiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
festivus

 , from 
festum

 , (plural) 
festa

 ‘feast.’





festivity

 
/feˈstivədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the celebration of something in a joyful and exuberant way




•
 
the season of festivity and goodwill.










2.
 
a festive celebration




•
 
she had caught Susan taking a bunch of bouquets at the conclusion of an earlier festivity.










3.
 
(
festivities

 )
 — activities or events celebrating a special occasion




•
 
the Chinese New Year is celebrated with a multitude of festivities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
festivite

 or Latin 
festivitas

 , from 
festivus

 ‘festive,’ from 
festum

 , (plural) 
festa

 ‘feast.’





festoon

 
/feˈsto͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chain or garland of flowers, leaves, or ribbons, hung in a curve as a decoration.




2.
 
a carved or molded ornament representing a festoon.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be festooned with

 )


1.
 
adorn (a place) with ribbons, garlands, or other decorations




•
 
the room was festooned with balloons and streamers.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
feston

 , from Italian 
festone

 ‘festal ornament,’ from 
festum

 ‘feast.’





Festschrift

 
/ˈfes(t)ˌSHrift /

 
festschrift





I.
 
noun




a collection of writings published in honor of a scholar.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
Fest

 ‘celebration’ + 
Schrift

 ‘writing.’





FET






abbreviation




field-effect transistor.













feta

 
/ˈfedə /

 
feta cheese





I.
 
noun




a white salty Greek cheese made from the milk of ewes or goats.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
pheta

 .






fetal

 
/ˈfēdl/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a fetus




•
 
nutrients essential for normal fetal growth.










2.
 
denoting a posture characteristic of a fetus, with the back curved forward and the limbs folded in front of the body




•
 
he retired to his bed, curled in the 
fetal position

 .



















fetal alcohol syndrome

 
FAS






noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital syndrome caused by excessive consumption of alcohol by the mother during pregnancy, characterized by retardation of mental development and of physical growth, particularly of the skull and face of the infant.













fetch1


 
/feCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go for and then bring back (someone or something)




•
 
he ran to fetch help.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 bring forth (blood or tears)




•
 
kind offers fetched tears from me.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 draw or take a (breath); heave (a sigh).




4.
 
achieve (a particular price) when sold




•
 
handwoven blankets and rugs that can fetch as much as $45,000.










5.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 inflict (a blow or slap) on (someone)




•
 
he always used to slam the gate and try and fetch her shins a wallop.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 cause great interest or delight in (someone)




•
 
Nadine thought his deductions were good, but she was not as fetched by them as Larry was.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the distance traveled by wind or waves across open water.




2.
 
the distance a vessel must sail to reach open water.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a contrivance, dodge, or trick




•
 
it is no ingenious fetches of argument that we want.














III.
 
phrases





fetch and carry






run backward and forward bringing things to someone in a servile fashion




•
 
neither is anyone going to fetch and carry for you when you are in bed with influenza.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





fetch up








‹informal›

 arrive or come to rest somewhere, typically by accident or unintentionally.












V.
 
derivatives





fetcher






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fecc(e)an

 , variant of 
fetian

 , probably related to 
fatian

 ‘grasp.’





fetch2


 
/feCH/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 the apparition or double of a living person, formerly believed to be a warning of that person's impending death.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





fetching

 
/ˈfeCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




attractive




•
 
a fetching little garment of pink satin.














II.
 
derivatives





fetchingly

 
/ˈfeCHiNGlē /






adverb






















fête

 
/fāt /

 
fete





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a celebration or festival.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be fêted

 )


1.
 
honor or entertain (someone) lavishly




•
 
she was an instant celebrity, fêted by the media.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘festival, fair’): from French, from Old French 
feste

 (see feast
 ).





fête champêtre

 
/ˈfāt SHäNˈpetr(ə), ˈfet/





I.
 
noun




an outdoor entertainment; a rural festival.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘rural festival.’





fête galante

 
/ˈfāt ɡəˈlänt, ˈfet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outdoor entertainment or rural festival, especially as depicted in 18th-century French painting.




2.
 
a painting in the fête galante genre.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘elegant festival.’





fetich






noun




archaic spelling of fetish
 .













feticide

 
/ˈfēdəˌsīd/






noun




destruction or abortion of a fetus.














fetid

 
/ˈfedid /

 


‹Brit.›

 foetid





I.
 
adjective




smelling extremely unpleasant




•
 
the fetid water of the marsh.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fetidly

 
/ˈfedidlē /






adverb













2.
 
fetidness

 
/ˈfedidnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fetidus

 (often erroneously spelled 
foetidus

 ), from 
fetere

 ‘to stink.’ Compare with fetor
 .






fetish

 
/ˈfediSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inanimate object worshiped for its supposed magical powers or because it is considered to be inhabited by a spirit.




2.
 
a course of action to which one has an excessive and irrational commitment




•
 
he 
had a fetish for

 writing more opinions each year than any other justice.










3.
 
a form of sexual desire in which gratification is linked to an abnormal degree to a particular object, item of clothing, part of the body, etc.




•
 
Victorian men developed fetishes focusing on feet, shoes, and boots.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting an object used by the peoples of West Africa as an amulet or charm): from French 
fétiche

 , from Portuguese 
feitiço

 ‘charm, sorcery’ (originally an adjective meaning ‘made by art’), from Latin 
factitius

 (see factitious
 ).





fetishism

 
/ˈfediSHizəm/






noun



1.
 
a form of sexual behavior in which gratification is linked to an abnormal degree to a particular object, activity, part of the body, etc.




•
 
erotic fetishism




•
 
foot fetishism.










2.
 
excessive and irrational devotion or commitment to a particular thing




•
 
a critique of the new technological fetishism




•
 
the fetishism of consumer goods.










3.
 
worship of an inanimate object for its supposed magical powers or because it is considered to be inhabited by a spirit




•
 
the fetishism of Aboriginality.



















fetishist

 
/ˈfediSHist/






noun



1.
 
a person whose sexual desire or gratification is linked to an abnormal degree to a particular object, activity, part of the body, etc.




•
 
there are plenty of foot fetishists online.










2.
 
a person who has an excessive and irrational devotion or commitment to a particular thing




•
 
a clothes fetishist




•
 
a fetishist about accuracy.



















fetishistic

 
/ˌfedəˈSHistik/






adjective



1.
 
relating to sexual fetishism




•
 
a fetishistic obsession with leather outfits.










2.
 
having an excessive and irrational devotion or commitment to a particular thing




•
 
their almost fetishistic attention to detail.



















fetishize

 
/ˈfedəˌSHīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an excessive and irrational commitment to or obsession with (something)




•
 
an author who fetishizes privacy.










2.
 
make (something) the object of a sexual fetish




•
 
women's bodies are so intensely fetishized.














II.
 
derivatives





fetishization

 
/ˌfetiSHiˈzāSHən /






noun





















fetlock

 
/ˈfetˌläk /

 
fetlock joint





I.
 
noun




the joint of a horse's or other quadruped's leg between the cannon bone and the pastern.











– origin

 Middle English: ultimately of Germanic origin; related to foot
 .





feto-






combining form




representing fetus
 .














fetor

 
/ˈfēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 foetor





I.
 
noun




a strong, foul smell




•
 
the fetor of decay.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin, from 
fetere

 ‘to stink.’ Compare with fetid
 .





fetter

 
/ˈfedər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
fetters

 )


1.
 
a chain or manacle used to restrain a prisoner, typically placed around the ankles




•
 
he lay bound with fetters of iron.










2.
 
a restraint or check on someone's freedom to do something, typically one considered unfair or overly restrictive




•
 
the fetters of discipline and caution.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrain with chains or manacles, typically around the ankles


(as 
adj.

 
fettered

 )


•
 
a ragged and fettered prisoner.










2.
 
restrict or restrain (someone) in an unfair or undesirable fashion




•
 
he was not fettered by tradition.

















– origin

 Old English 
feter

 ; from an Indo-European root shared by foot
 .





fetterlock

 
/ˈfedərˌläk/






noun




a D-shaped fetter for tethering a horse by the leg, now only as represented as a heraldic charge.













fettle

 
/ˈfedl/





I.
 
noun




condition




•
 
the aircraft remains 
in fine fettle

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trim or clean the rough edges of (a metal casting or a piece of pottery) before firing.




2.
 


(N. English)

 make or repair (something)




•
 
the familiar sounds of bikes being prepped and fettled.














III.
 
derivatives





fettler

 
/ˈfetl-ər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the general sense ‘get ready, prepare,’ specifically ‘prepare oneself for battle, gird up’): from dialect 
fettle

 ‘strip of material, girdle,’ from Old English 
fetel

 .





fettuccine

 
/ˌfedəˈCHēnē /

 
fettucini





I.
 
noun




pasta made in ribbons.











– origin

 from Italian, plural of 
fettucina

 , diminutive of 
fetta

 ‘slice, ribbon.’





fettuccine Alfredo






noun




a dish of fettuccine served in a sauce of cream, butter, and grated Parmesan cheese.














fetus

 
/ˈfēdəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 foetus





I.
 
noun




an unborn offspring of a mammal, in particular an unborn human baby more than eight weeks after conception.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘pregnancy, childbirth, offspring.’ / 
usage:

 The spelling 
foetus

 has no etymological basis but is recorded from the 16th century and until recently was the standard British spelling in both technical and nontechnical use. In technical usage, 
fetus

 is now the standard spelling throughout the English-speaking world.






feu

 
/fyo͞o /

 

‹Scots Law›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a perpetual lease at a fixed rent.




2.
 
a piece of land held by a feu.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant (land) on a feu.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally denoting a feudal tenure in which an annual payment was made in lieu of military service): from Old French (see fee
 ).






feud

 
/fyo͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of prolonged mutual hostility, typically between two families or communities, characterized by violent assaults in revenge for previous injuries




•
 
the long-standing feud between two noble families.










2.
 
a prolonged and bitter quarrel or dispute




•
 
one of the most volatile feuds that currently rock the scientific community.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in a prolonged quarrel or conflict




•
 
these two families have been feuding since the Civil War




•
 
Hoover 
feuded with

 the CIA for decades.

















– origin

 Middle English 
fede

 ‘hostility, ill will,’ from Old French 
feide

 , from Middle Dutch, Middle Low German 
vēde

 ; related to foe
 .





feud.






abbreviation



1.
 
feudal.




2.
 
feudalism.













feudal

 
/ˈfyo͞odl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
according to, resembling, or denoting the system of feudalism




•
 
feudal barons.










2.
 
absurdly outdated or old-fashioned




•
 
his view of patriotism was more than old-fashioned—it was positively feudal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
feudalization

 
/ˌfyo͞odl-iˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
feudalize

 
/ˈfyo͞odəˌlīz ˈfyo͞odlˌīz /






verb













3.
 
feudally

 
/ˈfyo͞od(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
feudalis

 , from 
feudum

 (see fee
 ).





feudalism

 
/ˈfyo͞odlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the dominant social system in medieval Europe, in which the nobility held lands from the Crown in exchange for military service, and vassals were in turn tenants of the nobles, while the peasants (villeins or serfs) were obliged to live on their lord's land and give him homage, labor, and a share of the produce, notionally in exchange for military protection.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
feudalist

 
/ˈfyo͞od(ə)ləst /






noun













2.
 
feudalistic

 
/ˌfyo͞odlˈistik ˌfyo͞odəˈlistik /






adjective





















feudality

 
/fyo͞oˈdalədē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the principles and practice of the feudal system.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
féodalité

 , from 
féodal

 , from medieval Latin 
feudalis

 ‘feudal,’ from 
feudum

 (see fee
 ).





feudatory

 
/ˈfyo͞odəˌtôrē /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
adjective




owing feudal allegiance to




•
 
they had for a long period been 
feudatory to

 the Norwegian Crown.














II.
 
noun




a person who holds land under the conditions of the feudal system.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
feudatorius

 , from 
feudare

 ‘enfeoff,’ from 
feudum

 (see fee
 ).





feu de joie

 
/ˌfə də ˈZHwä/





I.
 
noun




a rifle salute fired by soldiers on a ceremonial occasion, each soldier firing in succession along the ranks to make a continuous sound.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘fire of joy.’





feudist

 
/ˈfyo͞odəst/






noun






(US)

 a person taking part in a feud.













feuilleton

 
/ˈfoi-itn, ˌfœyəˈtôN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of a newspaper or magazine devoted to fiction, criticism, or light literature.




2.
 
an article printed in a feuilleton.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
feuillet

 , diminutive of 
feuille

 ‘leaf.’






fever

 
/ˈfēvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an abnormally high body temperature, usually accompanied by shivering, headache, and in severe instances, delirium




•
 
I would take aspirin to help me with the pain and reduce the fever




•
 
African equine fever.










2.
 
a state of nervous excitement or agitation




•
 
I was mystified, and in a fever of expectation.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the excitement felt by a group of people about a particular public event




•
 
election fever reaches its climax tomorrow.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 bring about a high body temperature or a state of nervous excitement in (someone)




•
 
a heart which sin has fevered.

















– origin

 Old English 
fēfor

 , from Latin 
febris

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
fievre

 , also from 
febris

 .





fevered

 
/ˈfēvərd/






adjective



1.
 
having or showing the symptoms associated with a dangerously high temperature




•
 
her fevered eyes.










2.
 
feeling or displaying an excessive degree of nervous excitement, agitation, or energy




•
 
my fevered adolescent imagination.




















feverfew

 
/ˈfēvərˌfyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a bushy aromatic Eurasian plant of the daisy family, with feathery leaves and daisylike flowers. It is used in herbal medicine to treat headaches.

[
Tanacetum parthenium

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
feferfuge

 , from Latin 
febrifuga

 , from 
febris

 ‘fever’ + 
fugare

 ‘drive away.’ Compare with febrifuge
 .





fever grass






noun




West Indian term for lemongrass
 .













feverish

 
/ˈfēv(ə)riSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing the symptoms of a fever




•
 
he suffered from feverish colds.










2.
 
displaying a frenetic excitement or energy




•
 
the next couple of weeks were spent in a whirl of feverish activity.














II.
 
derivatives





feverishness

 
/ˈfēv(ə)riSHnəs /






noun





















feverishly

 
/ˈfēv(ə)riSHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that shows the symptoms of a fever




•
 
water trickled from his hair and he began shivering feverishly.










2.
 
in a frenetically excited or energetic manner




•
 
a feverishly anticipated major sports tournament




•
 
they all set to work feverishly.



















feverous

 
/ˈfēv(ə)rəs/






adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 apt to cause fever.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 feverish.













fever pitch

 
/ˈfēvər ˈˌpiCH/






noun




a state of extreme excitement




•
 
the football crowd was 
at fever pitch

 .



















fever tree






noun




any of a number of trees that are believed either to cause or to cure fever, in particular

[● a North American tree used in the treatment of malaria during the Civil War (
Pinckneya pubens

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 ). ● a southern African tree that was formerly believed to cause malaria (
Acacia xanthophloea

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ).]














few

 
/fyo͞o/





I.
 
determiner, adjective, pronoun



1.
 
(
a few

 )
 — a small number of


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
may I ask a few questions?




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
I will recount 
a few of

 the stories told me




•
 
many believe it but only a few are prepared to say.










2.
 
used to emphasize how small a number of people or things is


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
he had few friends




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
few thought to challenge these assumptions




•
 
very 
few of

 the titles have any literary merit




•
 
one of the few who survived




•
 [
comparative

 ]
 
a population of fewer than two million




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
sewing was one of her few pleasures




•
 [
superlative

 ]
 
ask which products have the fewest complaints.














II.
 
noun

 — (as 
plural noun

 
the few

 )


1.
 
the minority of people; the elect




•
 
a world that increasingly belongs to the few.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
every few






once in every small group of (typically units of time)




•
 
she visits every few weeks.















2.
 
few and far between






scarce; infrequent




•
 
my inspired moments are few and far between.















3.
 
a good few








(Brit.)

 a fairly large number of




•
 
it had been around for a good few years.















4.
 
have a few








‹informal›

 drink enough alcohol to be slightly drunk




•
 
I tend to keep my mouth shut, unless I've had a few.















5.
 
no fewer than






used to emphasize a surprisingly large number




•
 
there are no fewer than seventy different brand names.















6.
 
not a few






a considerable number




•
 
his fiction has caused not a few readers to see red.















7.
 
quite a few






a fairly large number




•
 
quite a few people can do it.















8.
 
some few






some but not many




•
 
some few people are born without any sense of time.





















– origin

 Old English 
fēawe

 , 
fēawa

 ; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
paucus

 and Greek 
pauros

 ‘small.’ / 
usage:

 
Fewer

 versus 
less

 : strictly speaking, the rule is that 
fewer

 , the comparative form of 
few

 , is used with words denoting people or countable things (
fewer

 members; 
fewer

 books; 
fewer

 than ten contestants). 
Less

 , on the other hand, is used with mass nouns, denoting things that cannot be counted (
less

 money; 
less

 music). In addition, 
less

 is normally used with numbers (
less

 than 10,000) and with expressions of measurement or time (
less

 than two weeks; 
less

 than four miles away). But to use 
less

 with count nouns, as in 
less

 people or 
less

 words, is incorrect in standard English.





fey

 
/fā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving an impression of vague unworldliness




•
 
his mother was a strange, fey woman.










2.
 
having supernatural powers of clairvoyance.




3.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 fated to die or at the point of death




•
 
now he is fey, he sees his own death, and I see it too.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
feyly






adverb













2.
 
feyness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fǣge

 (in the sense ‘fated to die soon’).





Feynman, Richard Phillips

 
/ˈfīnmən/






(1918–88), US theoretical physicist. He is noted for his work on quantum electrodynamics. He shared the 1965 Nobel Prize for Physics with Julian Schwinger (1918–94) and Sin-Itiro Tomonaga (1906–97).









Feynman diagram






noun






[Physics]

 a diagram showing electromagnetic interactions between subatomic particles.













fez

 
/fez/





I.
 
noun




a flat-topped conical red hat with a black tassel on top, worn by men in some Muslim countries (formerly the Turkish national headdress).








II.
 
derivatives





fezzed






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Turkish 
fes

 (perhaps via French 
fez

 ), named after Fez
 , once the chief place of manufacture.






Fez

 
/fez /

 
Fès






a city in northern Morocco, founded in 808; pop. 977,946 (2004).









ff






abbreviation






[Music]

 fortissimo.













ff.






abbreviation



1.
 
folios.




2.
 
following pages.













FFA






abbreviation



1.
 
free from alongside.




2.
 
Future Farmers of America.













FFS






exclamation






‹vulgar slang›

 for fuck's sake! (used as an expression of annoyance).













FFV






abbreviation



1.
 
First Family of Virginia.




2.
 
flex-fuel vehicle.













FG






abbreviation



1.
 


[Football]

 
[Basketball]

 field goal.




2.
 
fine grain.













FGM






noun




short for female genital mutilation
 .













FHA






abbreviation



1.
 
Federal Housing Administration.




2.
 
Future Homemakers of America.













FHLBB






abbreviation




Federal Home Loan Bank Board.













f-hole

 
/ˈefhōl/






noun




either of a pair of sound holes resembling an ∫ and a reversed ∫ in shape, cut in the front of musical instruments of the violin family and some other stringed instruments such as semi-acoustic electric guitars and mandolins.













fhp






abbreviation




friction horsepower.













FIA





I.
 
the international governing body for motor-racing events.







– origin

 acronym from French 
Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile

 .





fiacre

 
/fēˈakrə/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small four-wheeled carriage for public hire.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, named after the Hôtel de St. 
Fiacre

 in Paris, where such vehicles were first hired out.





fiancé

 
/ˌfēˌänˈsā fēˈänsā/





I.
 
noun




a man who is engaged to be married




•
 
my fiancé and I were childhood sweethearts.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, past participle of 
fiancer

 ‘betroth,’ from Old French 
fiance

 ‘a promise,’ based on Latin 
fidere

 ‘to trust.’





fiancée

 
/ˌfēˌänˈsā fēˈänsā/






noun




a woman who is engaged to be married




•
 
he went back to the valley to marry his fiancée.



















fianchetto

 
/ˌfēənˈCHetō, -ˈketō /

 

‹Chess›






I.
 
noun




the development of a bishop by moving it one square to a long diagonal of the board.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
develop (a bishop) by moving it one square to a long diagonal of the board.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
fianco

 ‘flank,’ ultimately of Germanic origin. Compare with flank
 .






Fianna Fáil

 
/ˌfēənə ˈfoil/





I.
 
one of the two main political parties of the Republic of Ireland. Larger and traditionally more republican than its rival Fine Gael, it was formed in 1926 in opposition to the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 by Eamon de Valera together with some of the moderate members of Sinn Fein.







– origin

 Irish, from 
fianna

 ‘band of warriors’; compare with Fenian
 ) and 
Fáil

 , genitive of 
Fál

 , an ancient name for Ireland. The phrase 
Fianna Fáil

 was used in 15th-cent. poetry in the neutral sense ‘people of Ireland,’ but the founders of the political party interpreted it to mean ‘soldiers of destiny.’





fiasco

 
/fēˈaskō/





I.
 
noun




a thing that is a complete failure, especially in a ludicrous or humiliating way




•
 
his plans turned into a fiasco.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘bottle, flask,’ in the phrase 
far fiasco

 , literally ‘make a bottle,’ figuratively ‘fail in a performance’: the reason for the figurative sense is unexplained.





fiat

 
/ˈfēˌät ˈfēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal authorization or proposition; a decree




•
 
adopting a legislative review program, rather than trying to regulate by fiat.










2.
 
an arbitrary order




•
 
the appraisal dropped the value from $75,000 to $15,000, rendering it worthless by bureaucratic fiat.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘let it be done,’ from 
fieri

 ‘be done or made.’





fiat money

 
/ˈfēət ˈfēˌät ˈmənē/






noun




inconvertible paper money made legal tender by a government decree.













fib

 
/fib/





I.
 
noun




a lie, typically an unimportant one




•
 
parents told little white fibs about out-of-wedlock births.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell an unimportant lie.








III.
 
derivatives





fibber

 
/ˈfibər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps a shortening of obsolete 
fible-fable

 ‘nonsense,’ reduplication of fable
 .






fiber

 
/ˈfībər /

 


‹Brit.›

 fibre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thread or filament from which a vegetable tissue, mineral substance, or textile is formed




•
 
tropical elements like coconut fibers and branches.










2.
 
a substance formed of threads or filaments




•
 
ordinary synthetics don't breathe as well as natural fibers




•
 
high strength carbon fiber.










3.
 
a threadlike structure forming part of the muscular, nervous, connective, or other tissue in the human or animal body




•
 
there were degenerative changes in muscle fibers




•
 


‹figurative›

 she wanted him with every fiber of her being.










4.
 
strength of character




•
 
a weak person with no moral fiber.










5.
 
dietary material containing substances such as cellulose, lignin, and pectin, which are resistant to the action of digestive enzymes




•
 
cereals high in fiber.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fibered






adjective




[
in combination

 ]


•
 
natural-fibered



















2.
 
fiberless

 
/ˈfībərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lobe of the liver,’ (plural) ‘entrails’): via French from Latin 
fibra

 ‘fiber, filament, entrails.’





fiberboard

 
/ˈfībərˌbôrd /

 


‹Brit.›

 fibreboard






noun




a building material made of wood or other plant fibers compressed into boards.













fiberfill

 
/ˈfībərˌfil/






noun




synthetic material used for padding and insulation in garments and soft furnishings such as cushions and duvets.













fiberglass

 
/ˈfībərˌɡlas /

 


‹Brit.›

 fibreglass
 , 

‹trademark›

 Fiberglas






noun



1.
 
a reinforced plastic material composed of glass fibers embedded in a resin matrix.




2.
 
a textile fabric made from woven glass filaments.













fiber-optic

 
/ˌfībərˈäptik /

 


‹Brit.›

 fibre-optic






adjective




consisting of or using thin flexible fibers with a glass core through which light signals can be sent with very little loss of strength




•
 
high-speed fiber-optic broadband.



















fiber optics

 
/ˈfībər ˈäptiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the use of thin flexible fibers of glass or other transparent solids to transmit light signals, chiefly for telecommunications or for internal examination of the body.




2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the fibers and associated devices so used.













fiberscope

 
/ˈfībərˌskōp /

 


‹Brit.›

 fibrescope






noun




a fiber-optic device for viewing inaccessible internal structures, especially in the human body.













Fibonacci, Leonardo

 
/ˌfēbəˈnäCHē/






(
c.

 1170–
c.

 1250), Italian mathematician; known as 
Fibonacci of Pisa

 . He made many original contributions in complex calculations, algebra, and geometry and pioneered number theory and indeterminate analysis, discovering the Fibonacci series.









Fibonacci series

 
Fibonacci sequence






noun






[Mathematics]

 a series of numbers in which each number (
Fibonacci number

 ) is the sum of the two preceding numbers. The simplest is the series 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, etc.













fibre tip






noun




British term for felt-tip pen
 .













fibril

 
/ˈfībrəl ˈfibrəl/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a small or slender fiber




•
 
each muscle fiber is subdivided into smaller fibrils.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fibrillar

 
/-lər /






adjective













2.
 
fibrillary

 
/-ˌlerē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
fibrilla

 , diminutive of Latin 
fibra

 (see fiber
 ).





fibrillate

 
/ˈfibrəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a muscle, especially in the heart) make a quivering movement due to uncoordinated contraction of the individual fibrils




•
 
the atria ceased to fibrillate when the temperature was reduced.










2.
 
(of a fiber) split up into fibrils.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — break (a fiber) into fibrils.








II.
 
derivatives





fibrillation

 
/ˌfibrəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















fibrin

 
/ˈfībrən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an insoluble protein formed from fibrinogen during the clotting of blood. It forms a fibrous mesh that impedes the flow of blood.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fibrinoid

 
/ˈfībrəˌnoid, ˈfib- /






adjective













2.
 
fibrinous

 
/ˈfībrənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from fiber
 + -in
 1
 .





fibrinogen

 
/fīˈbrinəjən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a soluble protein present in blood plasma, from which fibrin is produced by the action of the enzyme thrombin.













fibrinogenic

 
/ˌfībrənōˈjenik/






adjective




of or relating to fibrinogen or to the formation of fibrin.













fibrinolysis

 
/ˌfībrəˈnäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the enzymatic breakdown of the fibrin in blood clots.








II.
 
derivatives





fibrinolytic

 
/ˈfībrənəˈlitik /






adjective






















fibro-





I.
 
combining form




of, relating to, or characterized by fibers




•
 
fibroblast




•
 
fibroma.

















– origin

 from Latin 
fibra

 ‘fiber.’





fibroadenoma

 
/ˌfībrōˌadnˈōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a tumor formed of mixed fibrous and glandular tissue, typically occurring as a benign growth in the breast.













fibroblast

 
/ˈfībrəblast/






noun






[Physiology]

 a cell in connective tissue that produces collagen and other fibers.













fibrocartilage

 
/ˌfībrōˈkärd(ə)lij/






noun




cartilage that contains fibrous bundles of collagen, such as that of the intervertebral disks in the spinal cord.













fibrocystic

 
/ˌfībrəˈsistik, ˌfib-/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease) characterized by the development of fibrous tissue and cystic spaces, typically in the pancreas or the breast.













fibroid

 
/ˈfīˌbroid/





I.
 
adjective




of or characterized by fibers or fibrous tissue.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a benign tumor of muscular and fibrous tissues, typically developing in the wall of the uterus.













fibroin

 
/ˈfībrəwən/





I.
 
noun




a protein that is the chief constituent of silk and spider webs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from fibro-
 + -in
 1
 .





fibrolite

 
/ˈfībrəˌlīt/






noun




another term for sillimanite
 .













fibroma

 
/fīˈbrōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a benign fibrous tumor of connective tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





fibromatous

 
/fīˈbrōmətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
fibra

 (see fiber
 ) + -oma
 .





fibromyalgia

 
/ˌfībrōmīˈalj(ē)ə/






noun




a chronic disorder characterized by widespread musculoskeletal pain, fatigue, and tenderness in localized areas.













fibrosarcoma

 
/ˌfībrōsärˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a sarcoma in which the predominant cell type is a malignant fibroblast.








II.
 
derivatives





fibrosarcomatous

 
/-ˈkōmətəs, -ˈkäm- /






adjective





















fibrosis

 
/fīˈbrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the thickening and scarring of connective tissue, usually as a result of injury.








II.
 
derivatives





fibrotic

 
/fīˈbrätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
fibra

 (see fiber
 ) + -osis
 .





fibrositis

 
/ˌfībrəˈsīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of fibrous connective tissue, typically affecting the back and causing stiffness and pain.








II.
 
derivatives





fibrositic

 
/-ˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
fibrosus

 ‘fibrous’ (from 
fibra

 ‘fiber’) + -itis
 .





fibrous

 
/ˈfībrəs/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of or characterized by fibers




•
 
lignin is the fibrous material that gives wood its strength.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fibrously






adverb













2.
 
fibrousness

 
/ˈfībrəsnəs /






noun





















fibula

 
/ˈfibyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the outer and usually smaller of the two bones between the knee and the ankle in humans (or the equivalent joints in other terrestrial vertebrates), parallel with the tibia.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 a brooch or clasp.








II.
 
derivatives





fibular

 
/ˈfibyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘brooch,’ perhaps related to 
figere

 ‘to fix.’ The bone is so named because the shape it makes with the tibia resembles a clasp, the fibula being the tongue.





-fic

 
-ific





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) producing; making




•
 
prolific




•
 
soporific.

















– origin

 from French 
-fique

 or Latin 
-ficus

 from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





FICA






abbreviation




Federal Insurance Contributions Act.













-fically

 
-ifically






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-fic

 (such as 
prolifically

 corresponding to 
prolific

 ).














-fication

 
-ification





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns of action from verbs ending in 
-fy

 (such as 
simplification

 from 
simplify

 ).











– origin

 from French, or from Latin 
-fication-

 (from verbs ending in 
-ficare

 ).





ficelle

 
/fēˈsel/





I.
 
noun




a small, very thin loaf of French bread.











– origin

 French ‘twine, string.’





fiche

 
/fēSH/






noun




short for microfiche
 .













Fichte, Johann Gottlieb

 
/ˈfiktə/






(1762–1814), German philosopher. A student of Kant, he postulated that the ego is the basic reality, and the world is posited by the ego in defining and delimiting itself.









fichu

 
/ˈfiˌSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a small triangular shawl, worn around a woman's shoulders and neck.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
ficher

 ‘to fix, pin,’ from Latin 
fīgere

 . Compare with fix
 and microfiche
 .





fickle

 
/ˈfik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




changing frequently, especially as regards one's loyalties, interests, or affection




•
 
Web patrons are a notoriously fickle lot, bouncing from one site to another on a whim




•
 
the weather is forever fickle.














II.
 
derivatives





fickly

 
/ˈfik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
ficol

 ‘deceitful.’





fickleness

 
/ˈfikəlnəs/






noun




changeability, especially as regards one's loyalties or affections




•
 
the fickleness of youth.



















FICO score

 
/ˈfīkō ˌskôr/






noun






[Finance]

 a person's credit score calculated with software from Fair Isaac Corporation (FICO).

The 
FICO score

 is a number between 300 and 850, which indicates a person's capacity to repay a loan. The higher the number, the lower the risk that the borrower will default.













fict.






abbreviation



1.
 
fiction.




2.
 
fictitious.













fictile

 
/ˈfiktl ˈfikˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of earth or clay by a potter.




2.
 
of or relating to pottery or its manufacture.




3.
 
capable of being molded; plastic.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
fictilis

 , from 
fict-

 ‘formed, contrived,’ from the verb 
fingere

 .






fiction

 
/ˈfikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
literature in the form of prose, especially short stories and novels, that describes imaginary events and people.




2.
 
invention or fabrication as opposed to fact




•
 
he dismissed the allegation as absolute fiction.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a belief or statement that is false, but that is often held to be true because it is expedient to do so




•
 
the notion of that country being a democracy is a polite fiction.














II.
 
derivatives





fictionist

 
/ˈfikSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘invented statement’): via Old French from Latin 
fictio(n-)

 , from 
fingere

 ‘form, contrive.’ Compare with feign
 and figment
 .





fictional

 
/ˈfikSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to fiction; invented for the purposes of fiction




•
 
fictional texts




•
 
a fictional character.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fictionality

 
/ˌfikSHəˈnalətē /






noun













2.
 
fictionalization

 
/ˌfikSHənl-iˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
fictionalize

 
/ˈfikSH(ə)nəˌlīz /






verb













4.
 
fictionally






adverb





















fictitious

 
/fikˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not real or true, being imaginary or having been fabricated




•
 
she pleaded guilty to stealing thousands in taxpayer dollars by having a fictitious employee on her payroll.










2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the imaginary characters and events found in fiction




•
 
the people in this novel are fictitious; the background of public events is not.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fictitiously

 
/fikˈtiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
fictitiousness

 
/fikˈtiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ficticius

 (from 
fingere

 ‘contrive, form’) + -ous
 (see also -itious
 2
 ).





fictive

 
/ˈfiktiv/





I.
 
adjective




creating or created by imagination




•
 
the novel's fictive universe.














II.
 
derivatives





fictiveness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (but rare before the 19th cent.): from French 
fictif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
fictivus

 , from Latin 
fingere

 ‘contrive, form.’





ficus

 
/ˈfīkəs/





I.
 
noun




a tree, shrub, or climbing plant of a large genus that includes the figs and the rubber plant. They grow in tropical and warm climates, and several species are of commercial importance.

[Genus 
Ficus

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘fig, fig tree.’





fid

 
/fid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Nautical]

 a thick peg, wedge, or supporting pin, in particular




2.
 


[Nautical]

 a square wooden or iron bar that takes the weight of a topmast stepped to a lower mast by being passed through holes in both masts.




3.
 


[Nautical]

 a conical pin or spike used in splicing rope.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





fid.






abbreviation




fiduciary.













Fid. Def.






abbreviation




Fidei Defensor.

See Defender of the Faith
 .














fiddle

 
/ˈfidl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a violin, especially when used to play folk music.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an act of defrauding, cheating, or falsifying




•
 
a major mortgage fiddle.










3.
 


[Nautical]

 a contrivance, such as a raised rim, that prevents things from rolling or sliding off a table in bad weather.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 play the fiddle




•
 
he fiddled with the band from 1949 to 1951




•
 (
fiddling

 )
 
country music with lots of fiddling and banjo playing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 play (a tune) on the fiddle




•
 
Bill Monroe fiddled his last tune at his annual Beanblossom Bluegrass Festival.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 touch or fidget with something in a restless or nervous way




•
 
Laura 
fiddled with

 her cup.










4.
 


‹informal›

 tinker with something in an attempt to make minor adjustments or improvements




•
 
never 
fiddle with

 an electric machine that's plugged in.










5.
 
(
fiddle around

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 pass time aimlessly, without doing or achieving anything of substance.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 falsify (figures, data, or records), typically in order to gain money




•
 
everyone is fiddling their expenses.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fiddle while Rome burns






be concerned with relatively trivial matters while ignoring the serious or disastrous events going on around one.









2.
 
(as) fit as a fiddle






in good health.









3.
 
on the fiddle








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 engaged in cheating or swindling.









4.
 
play second fiddle to






take a subordinate role to someone or something in a way often considered demeaning




•
 
she had to play second fiddle to the interests of her husband.





















– origin

 Old English
fithele

 , denoting a violin or similar instrument (originally not an informal or depreciatory term), based on Latin 
vitulari

 ‘celebrate a festival, be joyful,’ perhaps from 
Vitula

 , the name of a Roman goddess of joy and victory. Compare with viol
 .






fiddleback

 
/ˈfidlˌbak/






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a thing shaped like the back of a violin, with the sides deeply curved inward, in particular




2.
 
the back of a chair.




3.
 
a rippled effect in the grain of fine wood, often exploited when making the backs of violins


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
fiddleback mahogany.










4.
 
(also 
fiddleback spider

 )
 — another term for brown recluse
 .













fiddle-de-dee

 
/ˌfidl dē ˈdē/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
exclamation

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 nonsense.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from fiddle
 + a reduplication.






fiddle-faddle

 
/ˈfidl ˌfadl/





I.
 
noun




trivial matters: nonsense




•
 
he's concerned with petty fiddle-faddle about his personal arrangements.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bother with trifles; fuss




•
 
you haven't time to fiddle-faddle about like that.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: reduplication of fiddle
 .





fiddle-footed






adjective



1.
 
(of a horse) skittish.




2.
 
(of a person) restless or apt to wander




•
 
he was what we might consider a fiddle-footed missionary, moving from place to place.



















fiddlehead

 
/ˈfidlhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
fiddlehead fern

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the young, curled, edible frond of certain ferns.




2.
 
a scroll-like carving at a ship's bow.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the resemblance to the head of a violin.





fiddler

 
/ˈfid(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who plays the violin, especially one who plays folk music.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who cheats or swindles, especially one indulging in petty theft.











– origin

 Old English 
fithelere

 , from 
fithele

 (see fiddle
 ).





fiddler crab

 
/ˈfidlər krab/






noun




a small amphibious crab, the males of which have one greatly enlarged claw that they wave in territorial display and courtship.

[Genus 
Uca

 , family 
Ocypodidae

 .]













Fiddler's Green






the sailor's Elysium, traditionally a place of wine, women, and song.









fiddlestick

 
/ˈfidlˌstik/





I.
 
exclamation

 — (
fiddlesticks

 )


1.
 
nonsense.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a violin bow.













fiddling

 
/ˈfidliNG/






adjective




annoyingly trivial or petty




•
 
fiddling little details.



















fiddly

 
/ˈfidlē/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 complicated or detailed and awkward to do or use




•
 
replacing the battery is fiddly.



















fideism

 
/ˈfēdāˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine that knowledge depends on faith or revelation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fideist






noun













2.
 
fideistic

 
/ˌfēdāˌistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
fides

 ‘faith’ + -ism
 .






fidelity

 
/fəˈdelədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief, demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support




•
 
he sought only the strictest fidelity to justice.










2.
 
sexual faithfulness to a spouse or partner.




3.
 
the degree of exactness with which something is copied or reproduced




•
 
the 1949 recording provides reasonable fidelity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fidelite

 or Latin 
fidelitas

 , from 
fidelis

 ‘faithful,’ from 
fides

 ‘faith.’ Compare with fealty
 .





fidget

 
/ˈfijit/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make small movements, especially of the hands and feet, through nervousness or impatience




•
 
the audience had begun to fidget on their chairs.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) uneasy or uncomfortable




•
 
she fidgets me with her never-ending spit and polish.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quick, small movement, typically a repeated one, caused by nervousness or impatience




•
 
he disturbed other people with convulsive fidgets.










2.
 
a person given to repeated nervous or impatient movements, especially one whom other people find irritating.




3.
 
(usu. 
fidgets

 )
 — a state of mental or physical restlessness or uneasiness




•
 
a marketing person full of nervous energy and fidgets.














III.
 
derivatives





fidgeter






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete or dialect 
fidge

 ‘to twitch’; perhaps related to Old Norse 
fikja

 ‘move briskly, be restless or eager.’





fidgety

 
/ˈfijədē/





I.
 
adjective




inclined to fidget; restless or uneasy




•
 
I get nervous and fidgety at the dentist.














II.
 
derivatives





fidgetiness

 
/ˈfijidēnəs /






noun





















Fido1


 
/ˈfīdō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a generic name for a pet dog.











– origin

 from Latin 
fidō

 ‘I trust.’





Fido2


 

‹historical›






I.
 
a system for dispersing fog using gasoline burners on the ground to enable aircraft to land. It was developed by the Allies during World War I.







– origin

 acronym from 
Fog Intensive Dispersal Operation

 .





fiducial

 
/fəˈdo͞oSH(ē)əl/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (especially of a point or line) assumed as a fixed basis of comparison.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
fiducialis

 , from 
fiducia

 ‘trust,’ from 
fidere

 ‘to trust.’





fiduciary

 
/fəˈd(y)o͞oSHēˌerē fəˈd(y)o͞oSH(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 involving trust, especially with regard to the relationship between a trustee and a beneficiary




•
 
the company has a fiduciary duty to shareholders.










2.
 


[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 held or given in trust




•
 
fiduciary estates.










3.
 


[Law]

 
[Finance]

 (of a paper currency) depending for its value on securities (as opposed to gold) or the reputation of the issuer.








II.
 
noun




a trustee.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘something inspiring trust; credentials’): from Latin 
fiduciarius

 , from 
fiducia

 ‘trust,’ from 
fidere

 ‘to trust.’





fidus Achates

 
/ˌfīdəs əˈkädēz/





I.
 
noun




a faithful friend or devoted follower.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘faithful Achates’ (see Achates
 ).





fie

 
/fī/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 used to express disgust or outrage




•
 
if people don't answer your first letter, 
fie on

 them!

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
fi

 , an exclamation of disgust at a stench.





Fiedler, Arthur

 
/ˈfēdlər/






(1894–1979), US conductor. An accomplished violist, he played with the Boston Symphony Orchestra 1915–30 and from 1930 to 1974 conducted the Boston Pops Orchestra.










fief

 
/fēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an estate of land, especially one held on condition of feudal service.




2.
 
a person's sphere of operation or control.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French (see fee
 ).





fiefdom

 
/ˈfēfdəm/






noun




a fief.














field

 
/fēld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of open land, especially one planted with crops or pasture, typically bounded by hedges or fences




•
 
a wheat field




•
 
a field of corn.










2.
 
a piece of land used for a particular purpose, especially an area marked out for a game or sport




•
 
a football field.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 defensive play or the defensive positions collectively




•
 
he is fast in the field and on the bases.










4.
 
a large area of land or water completely covered in a particular substance, especially snow or ice




•
 
an ice field.










5.
 
an area rich in a natural product, typically oil or gas




•
 
an oil field.










6.
 
an area on which a battle is fought




•
 
a field of battle.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 a battle




•
 
many a bloody field was to be fought.










8.
 
a place where a subject of scientific study or artistic representation can be observed in its natural location or context.




9.
 
a particular branch of study or sphere of activity or interest




•
 
we talked to professionals in various fields.










10.
 


[Computing]

 a part of a record, representing an item of data.




11.
 


[Linguistics]

 
[Psychology]

 a general area of meaning within which individual words make particular distinctions.




12.
 
a space or range within which objects are visible from a particular viewpoint or through a piece of apparatus




•
 
the stars drift through this telescope's 
field of view

 .







See also field of vision
 .




13.
 
an area on a flag with a single background color




•
 
fifty white stars on a blue field.










14.
 


[Heraldry]

 the surface of an escutcheon or of one of its divisions.




15.
 
(usu. 
the field

 )
 — all the participants in a contest or sport




•
 
he destroyed the rest of the field with a devastating injection of speed.










16.
 


[Physics]

 the region in which a particular condition prevails, especially one in which a force or influence is effective regardless of the presence or absence of a material medium.




17.
 
the force exerted or potentially exerted in a field




•
 
the variation in the strength of the field.










18.
 


[Mathematics]

 a system subject to two binary operations analogous to those for the multiplication and addition of real numbers, and having similar commutative and distributive laws.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 play as a fielder.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — catch or stop (the ball)




•
 
he fielded the ball cleanly, but threw it down the right-field line.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send out (a team or individual) to play in a game




•
 
a high school that traditionally fielded mediocre teams.










4.
 
(of a political party) nominate (a candidate) to run in an election




•
 
a radical political party that is beginning to field candidates in local elections.










5.
 
deploy (an army)




•
 
no one had the power to field an army of any consequence.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deal with (a difficult question, telephone call, etc.)




•
 
she has fielded five calls from salespeople.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
carried out or working in the natural environment, rather than in a laboratory or office




•
 
field observations.










2.
 
(of military equipment) light and mobile for use on campaign




•
 
field artillery.










3.
 
used in names of animals or plants found in the open country, rather than among buildings or as cultivated varieties




•
 
field ant.










4.
 
denoting a game played outdoors on a marked field.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the field





a.
 
on campaign; (while) engaged in combat or maneuvers




•
 
troops in the field.










b.
 
away from the laboratory or studio; engaged in practical work in a natural environment.




c.
 
(of an employee) away from the home office; working while traveling




•
 
he was a salesman in the field.















2.
 
keep the field








‹archaic›

 continue a military campaign.









3.
 
lead the field





a.
 
be the leader in a race.




b.
 
be the best or most popular




•
 
in the executive car group, this model leads the field.















4.
 
play the field








‹informal›

 indulge in a series of sexual relationships without committing oneself to anyone.









5.
 
take the field





a.
 
(of a sports team) go onto a field to begin a game.




b.
 


[Baseball]

 begin one's turn on defense in an inning.




c.
 
start a military campaign.















– origin

 Old English 
feld

 (also denoting a large tract of open country; compare with veld
 ), of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
veld

 and German 
Feld

 .





Field, Marshall

 
/fēld/






(1834–1906), US merchant and philanthropist. In 1881, he organized Marshall Field & Co., which became the largest retail store in the world. He made major donations to the University of Chicago, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Field Museum of Natural History.









Field, Sally






(1946–), US actress; full name 
Sally Margaret Field

 . Her movies include 
Sybil

 (1977), 
Norma Rae

 (1979), 
Places in the Heart

 (1984), 
Steel Magnolias

 (1989), and 
Forrest Gump

 (1994). She directed 
Beautiful

 (2000).









Field, Stephen Johnson






(1816–99), US Supreme Court associate justice 1863–97. Appointed to the Court by President Lincoln, he was a conservative. His brother 
David Dudley Field

 (1805–94) was noted for his expertise in law codification; another brother 
Cyrus West Field

 (1819–92) was known for his part in the laying of the undersea cable between the US and Europe 1857–66.









field book






noun




a book in which a surveyor or other technician or scientist writes down measurements and other technical notes taken in the field.













field boot






noun




a close-fitting, knee-length military boot.













field corn






noun




corn grown to feed livestock.













fieldcraft

 
/ˈfēldkraft/






noun




the techniques involved in living, traveling, or making military or scientific observations in the field, especially while remaining undetected.













field cricket






noun




a cricket that lives in a burrow in grassland and has a musical birdlike chirp.

[Family 
Gryllidae

 , numerous species.]













field day

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˈˌdā/






noun



1.
 


[Military]

 a review or an exercise, especially in maneuvering.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a day devoted to athletic contests or other sporting events, typically at a school.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an opportunity for action, success, or excitement, especially at the expense of others




•
 
shoplifters are 
having a field day

 in the store.










4.
 
a day set aside for the display of agricultural machinery and crops, especially corn and soybeans.













field-effect transistor

 
FET






noun






[Electronics]

 a transistor in which most current is carried along a channel whose effective resistance can be controlled by a transverse electric field.













field emission






noun






[Physics]

 the emission of electrons from the surface of a conductor under the influence of a strong electrostatic field, as a result of the tunnel effect.













fielder

 
/ˈfēldər/






noun






[Baseball]

 
[Cricket]

 a player who occupies a defensive position in the field while the other side is batting (typically one other than the pitcher or catcher, or bowler).













fielder's choice






noun






[Baseball]

 a play in which the fielding team's decision to put out another player allows the batter to reach first base safely.














field events






plural noun




track-and-field contests other than races, such as throwing and jumping events.

Compare with track events
 .













fieldfare

 
/ˈfēldfer/





I.
 
noun




a large migratory thrush with a gray head, breeding in northern Eurasia.

[
Turdus pilaris

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]











– origin

 late Old English 
feldefare

 , perhaps from 
feld

 ‘field’ + the base of 
faran

 ‘to travel’ (see fare
 ).





field glasses

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˈˌɡlasəz/






plural noun




binoculars for outdoor use.













field goal

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˌɡōl/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 a goal scored by a placekick, scoring three points.




2.
 


[Basketball]

 a basket scored while the clock is running and the ball is in play.














field-grade officer






noun






[Military]

 a major, lieutenant colonel, or colonel.













field-grade rank






noun




the rank attained by a military field officer.













field guide






noun




a book for the identification of birds, flowers, minerals, or other things in their natural environment.













field hand

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˈˌhand/






noun




a person employed as a farm laborer.














field hockey

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˈˌhäkē/






noun




a game played between two teams of eleven players who use hooked sticks to drive a small hard ball toward goals at opposite ends of a field.













field hospital

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˈˌhäspidl/






noun




a temporary hospital set up near a combat zone to provide emergency care for the wounded.













field house

 
//






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large building, often part of a college, that provides space for a variety of athletic facilities, such as basketball and squash courts, a running track, a swimming pool, exercise equipment, and often an indoor arena with spectator seating.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a building usually adjacent to an athletic field and equipped with changing rooms, lockers, showers, etc., for those using the athletic facility.













Fielding, Henry

 
/ˈfēldiNG/






(1707–54), English novelist. He provoked the introduction of censorship in theaters with his political satire 
The Historical Register for 1736

 . He then turned to writing picaresque novels, notably 
Joseph Andrews

 (1742) and 
Tom Jones

 (1749).









field lens






noun




in a multiple lens optical system, the lens farthest from the eye.













field mark






noun




a visible mark or characteristic that can be used in identifying a bird or other animal in the field.













field marshal

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˌmärSHəl/






noun




an officer of the highest rank in the British and other armies.














field mouse

 
/fēld mous/






noun




a dark brown mouse with a long tail and large eyes.

Also called wood mouse
 . [Genus 
Apodemus

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
A. sylvaticus

 .]














field mushroom






noun




another term for champignon
 .













field officer






noun




another term for field-grade officer
 .













field of honor






noun




the place where a duel or battle is fought.














field of vision






noun




the entire area that a person or animal is able to see when their eyes are fixed in one position.













field pea





I.
 
noun




a pea plant of a variety grown chiefly for fodder or as green manure.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: said to be so named because they were once the only agricultural peas cultivated in the UK.





Fields, Dame Gracie

 
/ˈfēldz/






(1898–1979), English singer and comedienne; born 
Grace Stansfield

 .









Fields, W. C.






(1880–1946), US comedian; born 
William Claude Dukenfield

 . Having made his name as a comedy juggler, he became a vaudeville star and appeared in the 
Ziegfeld Follies

 revues between 1915 and 1921. Notable movies: 
The Bank Dick

 (1940) and 
Never Give a Sucker an Even Break

 (1941).









field sports

 
/ˈfēld ˌspôrts/






plural noun




outdoor sports, especially hunting, shooting, and fishing.













fieldstone

 
/ˈfēl(d)stōn/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
stone used in its natural form




•
 
a fieldstone fireplace.



















field test

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test carried out in the environment in which a product or device is to be used.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
test (something) in the environment in which it will be used.













field theory






noun






[Physics]

 a theory that explains physical phenomena in terms of a field and the manner in which it interacts with matter or with other fields.













field trial






noun



1.
 
a field test.




2.
 
a competition for hunting dogs to test their levels of skill and training in retrieving or pointing.













field trip

 
/ˈfēl(d) ˌtrip/






noun




a trip made by students or research workers to study something at first hand




•
 
a field trip to the power plant was organized.



















fieldwork

 
/ˈfēldwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
practical work conducted by a researcher in the natural environment, rather than in a laboratory or office.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a temporary fortification.








II.
 
derivatives





fieldworker

 
/ˈfēl(d)ˌwərkər /






noun





















fiend

 
/fēnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evil spirit or demon.




2.
 
(
the fiend

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 the Devil.




3.
 
a wicked or cruel person




•
 
a fiend thirsty for blood and revenge.










4.
 
a person causing mischief or annoyance




•
 
you little fiend!










5.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is excessively fond of or addicted to something




•
 
the restaurant's owner is a wine fiend.














II.
 
derivatives





fiendlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fēond

 ‘an enemy, the devil, a demon,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vijand

 and German 
Feind

 ‘enemy.’





fiendish

 
/ˈfēndiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely cruel or unpleasant; devilish




•
 
shrieks of fiendish laughter.










2.
 
extremely awkward or complex




•
 
a fiendish problem.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fiendishly

 
/ˈfēndiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
fiendishness

 
/ˈfēndiSHnəs /






noun





















Fiennes

 
/fīnz/





I.
 
the name of a family of British actors.




II.
 


Ralph

 (1962–). His best known roles include Hamlet in a 1995 Broadway production (Tony Award) and Lord Voldemort in the 
Harry Potter

 movies. Other notable movies: 
Schindler's List

 (1993), 
Quiz Show

 (1994), 
The English Patient

 (1996), and 
The End of the Affair

 (1999).




III.
 


Joseph

 (1970–), the brother of Ralph. Notable movies: 
Shakespeare in Love

 (1998), 
Luther

 (2003), and 
Running with Scissors

 (2006).









fierce

 
/firs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or displaying an intense or ferocious aggressiveness




•
 
as women, we need to accept that we can be fierce, cunning, and predatory




•
 
the fierce air battles that ensued over the Pacific.










2.
 
(of a feeling, emotion, or action) showing a heartfelt and powerful intensity




•
 
he kissed her with a fierce, demanding passion.










3.
 
(of the weather or temperature) powerful and destructive in extent or intensity




•
 
fierce storms lashed the country.














II.
 
phrases





something fierce








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 to a great and almost overwhelming extent




•
 
he said he missed me something fierce.


















III.
 
derivatives





fierceness

 
/ˈfi(ə)rsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fiers

 ‘fierce, brave, proud,’ from Latin 
ferus

 ‘untamed.’ Compare with feral
 .





fiercely

 
/ˈfirslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a savagely violent or aggressive manner




•
 
the army clashed fiercely with militants.










2.
 
in a powerful and destructive manner




•
 
the wind was blowing fiercely




•
 
the fire was already burning fiercely.










3.
 
with a heartfelt and powerful intensity




•
 
campaigners have fiercely opposed the proposals




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
they are fiercely independent.



















fieri facias

 
/ˌfēərē ˈfāSH(ē)əs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a writ to a sheriff for executing a judgment.











– origin

 late Middle English Latin, ‘you shall make happen.’





fiery

 
/ˈfī(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of fire or burning strongly and brightly




•
 
the sun was a fiery ball low on the hills




•
 


‹figurative›

 a fiery hot chili sauce.










2.
 
having the bright color of fire




•
 
the car was painted a fiery red.










3.
 
(of a person) having a passionate, quick-tempered nature




•
 
a fiery, imaginative Aries.










4.
 
(of behavior or words) passionately angry and deeply felt




•
 
a fiery speech.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fierily

 
/ˈfīrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fieriness

 
/ˈfīrēnəs /






noun





















fiery cross






noun



1.
 
a burning wooden cross used as a symbol by the Ku Klux Klan.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a wooden cross, charred and dipped in blood, used among Scottish clans to summon men to battle.














fiesta

 
/fēˈestə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Spanish-speaking regions) a religious festival




•
 
the yearly fiesta of San Juan.










2.
 
an event marked by festivities or celebration




•
 
a balloon fiesta.

















– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
festum

 , (plural) 
festa

 (see feast
 ).





FIFA

 
/ˈfēfə/





I.
 
the international governing body of soccer, formed in 1904 and based in Zurich, Switzerland.







– origin

 acronym from French 
Fédération internationale de football association

 .





fi. fa.






abbreviation




fieri facias.













fife

 
/fīf/





I.
 
noun




a kind of small shrill flute used especially with the drum in military bands.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 play the fife.








III.
 
derivatives





fifer

 
/ˈfīfər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from German 
Pfeife

 ‘pipe,’ or from French 
fifre

 from Swiss German 
Pfifre

 ‘piper.’ Compare with pipe
 .





fife rail





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a rail around the mainmast of a sailing ship, holding belaying pins.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the rail on top of the bulwark at the edge of a sailing ship's poop or forecastle.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






FIFO

 
/ˈfīˌfō/






abbreviation




first in, first out (chiefly with reference to methods of stock valuation and data storage).

Compare with LIFO
 .














fifteen

 
/fifˈtēn ˈfifˌtēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xv

 or 
XV

 )
 — equivalent to the product of three and five; one more than fourteen, or five more than ten; 15




•
 
all fifteen species of cranes mate for life




•
 
fifteen feet high




•
 
fifteen of the passengers made their appearance.










2.
 
fifteen years old




•
 
she must be fifteen by now.














II.
 
phrases





fifteen minutes of fame






a brief period of fame that a person enjoys before fading back into obscurity.

[adapted from Andy Warhol's comment ‘in the future everybody will be world famous for fifteen minutes’ (1968).]















– origin

 Old English 
fīftēne

 , 
fīftīene

 (see five
 , -teen
 ).





fifteenth

 
/fifˈtēnTH ˈfifˌtēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number fifteen in a sequence; 15th




•
 
August the fifteenth




•
 
the fifteenth century




•
 
on the fifteenth floor.










2.
 
(
a fifteenth/one fifteenth

 )
 — each of fifteen equal parts into which something is or may be divided.




3.
 
an organ stop sounding a register of pipes two octaves (fifteen notes) above the diapason.













fifth

 
/fi(f)TH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number five in a sequence; 5th




•
 
the fifth century 
BC






•
 
her mother had just given birth to another child, her fifth




•
 
the world's fifth-largest oil exporter




•
 
the fifth of November.










2.
 
(
a fifth/one fifth

 )
 — each of five equal parts into which something is or may be divided.




3.
 
the fifth finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
he finished fifth.










4.
 
(in some vehicles) the fifth (and typically highest) in a sequence of gears




•
 
in my panic I changed from third to fifth.










5.
 
fifthly (used to introduce a fifth point or reason)




•
 
fourth, it can aid the process of life review, and fifth, it is an enjoyable and stimulating experience.










6.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning five consecutive notes in a diatonic scale, in particular an interval of three whole steps and a half step (e.g., C to G)




•
 
strings tuned a fifth apart.










7.
 


[Music]

 the note which is higher by a fifth than the root of a diatonic scale.




8.
 
(
a fifth of

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 a fifth of a gallon, as a measure of liquor, or a bottle of this capacity




•
 
a fifth of whiskey.










9.
 
the fifth grade of a school.








II.
 
phrases





take (or plead) the Fifth






(in the US) exercise the right, guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, of refusing to answer questions in order to avoid incriminating oneself




•
 
Why is she taking the Fifth if she didn't do anything wrong?







[short for take the Fifth Amendment
 .]












III.
 
derivatives





fifthly

 
/ˈfi(f)THlē /






adverb





















Fifth Amendment





I.
 
noun




an amendment to the US Constitution that contains a number of provisions relating to criminal law, including guarantees of due process and of the right to refuse to answer questions in order to avoid incriminating oneself




•
 
she has since refused to testify before Congress, invoking the Fifth Amendment.














II.
 
phrases





take (or plead) the Fifth Amendment






(in the US) exercise the right, guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, of refusing to answer questions in order to avoid incriminating oneself




•
 
he took the Fifth Amendment when questioned about the apparently flawed bankruptcy filing.























fifth column

 
/ˈˌfi(f)TH ˈkäləm/





I.
 
noun




a group within a country at war who are sympathetic to or working for its enemies.








II.
 
derivatives





fifth columnist

 
/ˈˌfi(f)TH ˈkäləmnəst /






noun



















– origin

 The term dates from the Spanish Civil War, when General Mola, leading four columns of troops toward Madrid, declared that he had a fifth column inside the city.





fifth-generation






adjective




denoting a proposed new class of computer or programming language employing artificial intelligence.













Fifth-monarchy-man

 
/fi(f)THˈmänərkēˌman/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a 17th-century sect expecting the immediate Second Coming of Christ and repudiating all other government.











– origin

 from 
Fifth Monarchy

 , denoting the last of the five great empires prophesied by Daniel (Dan. 2:44).





fifth position






noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a posture in which the feet are turned outward, one immediately in front of but touching the other so that the toe of the back foot just protrudes beyond the heel of the front foot.




2.
 
a position of the arms in which they are held curved in front of the body, at hip level, waist level, or above the head, with the palms facing the body.




3.
 


[Music]

 a position of the left hand on the fingerboard of a stringed instrument nearer to the bridge than the fourth position, enabling a higher set of notes to be played.













Fifth Republic






the republican regime established in France with de Gaulle's introduction of a new constitution in 1958.









fifth wheel

 
/fi(f)TH (h)wēl/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an extra wheel for a four-wheeled vehicle.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a superfluous person or thing.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a coupling between a trailer and a vehicle used for towing.




4.
 
(also 
fifth-wheel trailer

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a trailer with accommodations for camping out.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a horizontal turntable over the front axle of a carriage as an extra support to prevent its tipping.













fiftieth

 
/ˈfiftēəTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number fifty in a sequence; 50th




•
 
they celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary




•
 
his fiftieth birthday.










2.
 
each of fifty equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
a fiftieth of a second.



















fifty

 
/ˈfiftē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
l

 or 
L

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of five and ten; half of one hundred; 50




•
 
only fifty percent of the aircraft were serviceable




•
 
about fifty of us filed in




•
 
a fifty-pound salmon.










2.
 
(
fifties

 )
 — the numbers from 50 to 59, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
Elvis is the icon of the Fifties.










3.
 
fifty years old




•
 
she looked about fifty.










4.
 
fifty miles an hour




•
 
doing about fifty.










5.
 
a fifty-dollar bill.








II.
 
derivatives





fiftyfold

 
/ˈfiftēˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
fīftig

 (see five
 , -ty
 2
 ).





fifty-fifty

 
/ˌfiftēˈfiftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
the same in share or proportion; equal




•
 
fifty-fifty partners.










2.
 
used to refer to one of two possibilities that are equally likely to happen




•
 
he has a fifty-fifty chance of surviving the operation.














II.
 
adverb




equally; half and half




•
 
they divided the spoils fifty-fifty.



















fig1


 
/fiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft pear-shaped fruit with sweet dark flesh and many small seeds, eaten fresh or dried.




2.
 
(also 
figtree

 )
 — the deciduous Old World tree or shrub that bears the fig.

[
Ficus carica

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]




3.
 
used in names of other plants of the genus 
Ficus

 , or in names of nonrelated plants that bear a fruit similar to a fig.








II.
 
phrases





not give (or care) a fig






not have the slightest concern about




•
 
Karla didn't give a fig for Joe's comfort or his state of mind.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
figue

 , from Provençal 
fig(u)a

 , based on Latin 
ficus

 .






fig2


 
/fiɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
full fig

 )


1.
 
smart clothes, especially those appropriate to a particular occasion or profession




•
 
a soldier walking up the street 
in full fig

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 dress up (someone) to look smart




•
 
he was 
figged out

 in the latest modes.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): variant of obsolete 
feague

 ‘liven up’ (earlier ‘whip’); perhaps related to German 
fegen

 ‘sweep, thrash’; compare with fake
 1
 . An early sense of the verb was ‘fill the head with nonsense’; later (early 19th cent.) ‘cause (a horse) to be lively and carry its tail well (by applying ginger to its anus)’; hence ‘smarten up.’





fig.

 
/fiɡ/






abbreviation




figure




•
 
see fig.34.



















figgy

 
/ˈfigē/






adjective




made with or having the taste or smell of figs




•
 
pork served with figgy jam




•
 
a sweet, figgy fragrance.



















figgy pudding






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a rich boiled pudding made with flour, suet, figs, and other dried fruit, traditionally eaten at Christmas




•
 
no winter season would be complete without a figgy pudding.




















fight

 
/fīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in a violent struggle involving the exchange of physical blows or the use of weapons




•
 
the men were fighting




•
 
they fight with other children.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in (a war or battle)




•
 
there was another war to fight.











3.
 [no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we fought and died for this country.










4.
 
quarrel or argue




•
 
she didn't want to fight with her mother all the time




•
 
they were 
fighting over

 who pays the bill.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — struggle to put out (a fire, especially a large one)




•
 
two fire trucks raced to the scene to fight the blaze.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — endeavor vigorously to win (an election or other contest).




7.
 
campaign determinedly for or against something, especially to put right what one considers unfair or unjust




•
 
I will 
fight for

 more equitable laws.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — struggle or campaign against (something)




•
 
the best way to fight fascism abroad and racism at home.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attempt to repress (a feeling or an expression of a feeling)




•
 
she had to 
fight back

 tears of frustration.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in a boxing match against (an opponent).




11.
 
(
fight one's way

 )
 — move forward with difficulty, especially by pushing through a crowd or overcoming physical obstacles




•
 
she watched him fight his way across the room.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 command, manage, or maneuver (troops, a ship, or military equipment) in battle




•
 
General Hill fights his troops well.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent confrontation or struggle




•
 
we'll get into a fight and wind up with bloody noses.










2.
 
a boxing match.




3.
 
a battle or war




•
 
the country was not eager for a fight with the US.










4.
 
a vigorous struggle or campaign for or against something




•
 
a long fight against cancer.










5.
 
an argument or quarrel




•
 
she had a fight with her husband.










6.
 
the inclination or ability to fight or struggle




•
 
Ginny felt the fight trickle out of her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fight fire with fire






use the weapons or tactics of one's enemy or opponent, even if one finds them distasteful.









2.
 
fight like cats and dogs






(of two people) be continually arguing with one another.









3.
 
fight a losing battle






be fated to fail in one's efforts




•
 
he was fighting a losing battle to stem the tears.















4.
 
fight shy of






be unwilling to undertake or become involved with




•
 
these musicians fight shy of change.















5.
 
make a fight of it






put up a spirited show of resistance in a fight or contest




•
 
the Chargers certainly made a fight of it in the second half.















6.
 
fight or flight






the instinctive physiological response to a threatening situation, which readies one either to resist forcibly or to run away.









7.
 
put up a fight






offer resistance to an attack.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
fight back






counterattack or retaliate in a fight, struggle, or contest.









2.
 
fight it out






settle a dispute by fighting or competing aggressively




•
 
they fought it out with a tug-of-war.















3.
 
fight someone/something off






defend oneself against an attack by someone or something




•
 
well-fed people are better able to fight off infectious disease.





















– origin

 Old English 
feohtan

 (verb), 
feoht(e)

 , 
gefeoht

 (noun); related to Dutch 
vechten

 , 
gevecht

 and German 
fechten

 , 
Gefecht

 .





fighter

 
/ˈfīdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that fights, especially as a soldier or a boxer.




2.
 
a person who does not easily admit defeat in spite of difficulties or opposition




•
 
there'll be months of physiotherapy but medical staff say she's a fighter.










3.
 
a fast military aircraft designed for attacking other aircraft




•
 
designers employ stealth to render a fighter invisible to radar




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
fighter pilots.



















fighter-bomber

 
/ˈfīdər ˌbämər/






noun




an aircraft serving as both a fighter and bomber.













fighter jet






noun




a fast jet-powered military aircraft designed for attacking other aircraft




•
 
above us, F-16 fighter jets patrolled the skies.



















fighting

 
/ˈfīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of fighting; violence or conflict




•
 
terrible fighting broke out in the streets.














II.
 
adjective




displaying or engaging in violence, combat, or aggression




•
 
he was a fighting man




•
 
he put up his fists and took a fighting stance.



















fighting chair






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fixed chair on a boat used by a person trying to catch large fish.













fighting chance

 
/fīdiNG CHans/






noun




a possibility of success if great effort is made




•
 
they still have a fighting chance of clinching the title.



















fighting fish

 
Siamese fighting fish






noun




a small labyrinth fish native to Thailand, the males of which fight vigorously. It has been bred in a variety of colors for fighting and for aquariums.

[
Betta splendens

 , family 
Belontiidae

 .]













fighting words






plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 words indicating a willingness to fight or challenge someone.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 words expressing an insult, especially of an ethnic, racial, or sexist nature.













fig leaf

 
/ˈfiɡ ˌlēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leaf of a fig tree, often depicted as concealing the genitals in paintings and sculpture.




2.
 
a thing designed to conceal a difficulty or embarrassment




•
 
the amendment was just a fig leaf designed to cover the cracks in the party.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: with reference to the story of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:7).






figment

 
/ˈfiɡmənt/





I.
 
noun




a thing that someone believes to be real but that exists only in their imagination




•
 
it really was Ross and not 
a figment of her

 overheated 
imagination

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an invented statement or story): from Latin 
figmentum

 , related to 
fingere

 ‘form, contrive.’ Compare with feign
 and fiction
 . The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





figura

 
/fiˈɡyərə/





I.
 
noun




(in literary theory) a person or thing representing or symbolizing a fact or ideal.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Latin, literally ‘figure’ (representing an early use of 
figure

 to denote an emblem or type).





figural

 
/ˈfiɡyərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
another term for figurative
 (
sense

 1)).




2.
 
(in postmodernist writing) relating to or denoting a form of signification that relies on imagery and association rather than on rational and linguistic concepts.




3.
 


[Art]

 another term for figurative
 (
sense

 2)).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
figuralis

 , from 
figura

 ‘form, shape’ (see figure
 ).





figurant

 
/ˈfiɡyərənt ˌfiɡ(y)əˈränt/





I.
 
noun




a supernumerary actor.











– origin

 French, present participle of 
figurer

 ‘to figure.’





figuration

 
/ˌfiɡyəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
ornamentation by means of figures or designs.




2.
 


[Music]

 use of florid counterpoint




•
 
the figuration of the accompaniment comes out too strongly.










3.
 
allegorical representation




•
 
the figuration of “The Possessed” is much more complex




•
 
the opening parable may be read as a figuration of the main idea behind the novel.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘outline’ and ‘making of arithmetical figures’): from Latin 
figuratio(n-)

 , from 
figurare

 ‘to form or fashion,’ from 
figura

 (see figure
 ).





figurative

 
/ˈfiɡyərədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
departing from a literal use of words; metaphorical




•
 
gold, in the figurative language of the people, was “the tears wept by the sun.”










2.
 
(of an artist or work of art) representing forms that are recognizably derived from life.








II.
 
derivatives





figurativeness

 
/ˈfiɡ(y)ərədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
figurativus

 , from 
figurare

 ‘to form or fashion,’ from 
figura

 (see figure
 ).





figuratively

 
/ˈfiɡyərədəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
used to indicate a departure from a literal use of words; metaphorically




•
 
we left a lot of people 
literally and figuratively

 in the dark




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
I did bump into—
figuratively speaking

 —quite a few interesting people.










2.
 
in a style representing forms that are recognizably derived from life




•
 
Chinese art influenced her to paint figuratively.




















figure

 
/ˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number, especially one that forms part of official statistics or relates to the financial performance of a company




•
 
official census figures




•
 
a figure of 30,000 deaths annually from snakebite.










2.
 
a numerical symbol, especially any of the ten in Arabic notation




•
 
the figure 7.










3.
 
one of a specified number of digits making up a larger number, used to give a rough idea of the order of magnitude




•
 
their market price runs into five figures




•
 [
in combination

 ]
 
a six-figure salary.










4.
 
an amount of money




•
 
a figure of two thousand dollars.










5.
 
(
figures

 )
 — arithmetical calculations




•
 
she has no 
head for figures

 .










6.
 
a person's bodily shape, especially that of a woman and when considered to be attractive




•
 
she had always been so proud of her figure.










7.
 
a person seen indistinctly, especially at a distance




•
 
a backpacked figure appeared in the distance.










8.
 
a person of a particular kind, especially one who is important or distinctive in some way




•
 
Williams became something of a cult figure.










9.
 
a representation of a human or animal form in drawing or sculpture




•
 
starkly painted figures.










10.
 
a shape defined by one or more lines in two dimensions (such as a circle or a triangle), or one or more surfaces in three dimensions (such as a sphere or a cuboid), either considered mathematically in geometry or used as a decorative design




•
 
a red ground with white and blue geometric figures.










11.
 
a diagram or illustrative drawing, especially in a book or magazine




•
 
figure 1 shows an ignition circuit.










12.
 


[Figure Skating]

 a movement or series of movements following a prescribed pattern and often beginning and ending at the same point.




13.
 
a pattern formed by the movements of a group of people, for example in square dancing or synchronized swimming, as part of a longer dance or display.




14.
 


‹archaic›

 the external form or shape of a thing.




15.
 


[Music]

 a short succession of notes producing a single impression.




16.
 


[Logic]

 the form of a syllogism, classified according to the position of the middle term.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a significant and noticeable part of something




•
 
the issue of nuclear policy 
figured

 prominently 
in

 the talks.










2.
 
(of a person) play a significant role in a situation or event




•
 
he 
figured

 largely 
in

 opposition to the bill.










3.
 
(of a fictional character) play a part in a novel, play, or movie




•
 
the four characters who 
figure in

 Ridley's play.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 calculate or work out (an amount or value) arithmetically.




5.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 think, consider, or expect to be the case




•
 
I 
figure that

 wearing a suit makes you look like a bank clerk




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
for years, teachers had figured him for a dullard.










6.
 
(of a recent event or newly discovered fact) be logical and unsurprising




•
 
well, she supposed 
that figured

 .










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — represent (something) in a diagram or picture




•
 
varieties of this Cape genus are figured from drawings made there.










8.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
figured

 )
 — embellish (something) with a pattern




•
 
the floors were covered with figured linoleum.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
figure of fun






a person who is considered ridiculous.









2.
 
figure of speech







/ˌfiɡyər əv ˈspēCH /

 — a word or phrase used in a nonliteral sense to add rhetorical force to a spoken or written passage




•
 
calling her a crab is just a figure of speech.















3.
 
lose (or keep) one's figure






lose (or retain) a slim and attractive bodily shape.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
figure on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 count or rely on something happening or being the case in the future




•
 
anyone thinking of salmon fishing should figure on paying $200 a day.















2.
 
figure something out








‹informal›

 solve or discover the cause of a problem




•
 
he was trying to figure out why the camera wasn't working.















3.
 
figure someone out






reach an understanding of a person's actions, motives, or personality.












V.
 
derivatives





figureless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘distinctive shape of a person or thing,’ ‘representation of something material or immaterial,’ and ‘numerical symbol,’ among others): from Old French 
figure

 (noun), 
figurer

 (verb), from Latin 
figura

 ‘shape, figure, form’; related to 
fingere

 ‘form, contrive.’





figured bass

 
/ˈfiɡyərd bās/






noun






[Music]

 a bass line with the intended harmonies indicated by figures rather than written out as chords, typical of continuo parts in baroque music.














figure eight

 
/ˌfiɡyər ˈāt /

 


‹Brit.›

 figure of eight






noun




an object or movement having the shape of the number eight.













figure-ground

 
/ˈfiɡyərˌɡround/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 
[Art]

 relating to or denoting the perception of images by the distinction of objects from a background from which they appear to stand out, especially in contexts where this distinction is ambiguous.













figurehead

 
/ˈfiɡyərˌhed/






noun



1.
 
a nominal leader or head without real power.




2.
 
a carving, typically a bust or a full-length figure, set at the prow of an old-fashioned sailing ship.













figure-hugging

 
//






adjective




(of a garment) fitting closely to the contours of a woman's body




•
 
a low-cut, figure-hugging dress.



















figure of merit






noun




a numerical expression representing the performance or efficiency of a given device, material, or procedure.













figure skating

 
/ˈfiɡyər ˌskādiNG/





I.
 
noun




the competitive sport of ice skating in prescribed patterns (
figures

 ) and choreographed free skating.








II.
 
derivatives





figure skater

 
/ˈfiɡyər ˌskādər /






noun





















figurine

 
/ˌfiɡ(y)əˈrēn/





I.
 
noun




a statuette, especially one of a human form.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
figurina

 , diminutive of 
figura

 , from Latin 
figura

 (see figure
 ).





fig wasp






noun




a tiny Old World wasp that lays its eggs inside the flower of the wild fig. It was introduced into the New World to effect cross-fertilization of the cultivated fig.

[
Blastophaga psenes

 , family 
Agaonidae

 , superfamily 
Chalcidoidea

 .]













figwort

 
/ˈfiɡwərt ˈfiɡˌwôrt/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed herbaceous plant with purplish-brown two-lobed flowers. It was formerly considered to be effective in the treatment of scrofula.

[Genus 
Scrophularia

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 (the 
figwort family

 ): several species. Plants of this family have distinctive two-lobed flowers and include the snapdragons, toadflaxes, foxgloves, mulleins, monkey flowers, and speedwells.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete 
fig

 ‘piles’ + wort
 . The word originally denoted the pilewort, or lesser celandine, which was used as a treatment for piles; the current sense dates from the late 16th cent.





Fiji

 
/ˈfējē/





I.
 
a republic in the South Pacific consisting of a group of more than 800 islands, of which about a hundred are inhabited; pop. 944,700 (est. 2009); capital, Suva; languages, English (official), Fijian, and Hindi.





First visited by Abel Tasman in 1643, the Fiji Islands became a British Crown Colony in 1874 and independent within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1970. In 1987, following a coup, Fiji became a republic and withdrew from the Commonwealth.





Fijian

 
/ˈfējēən fēˈjēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Fiji, its people, or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Fiji, or a person of Fijian descent.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of the indigenous people of Fiji.













FIL





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's father-in-law




•
 
my in-laws helped tremendously—my MIL prepared food and my FIL helped move boxes and furniture.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





filament

 
/ˈfiləmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender threadlike object or fiber, especially one found in animal or plant structures




•
 
a filament of cellulose.










2.
 
a conducting wire or thread with a high melting point, forming part of an electric bulb or vacuum tube and heated or made incandescent by an electric current.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the slender part of a stamen that supports the anther.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a narrow streamer from the sun's chromosphere or in its corona.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 a narrow streamer of gas in an interstellar cloud or nebula.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
filamentary

 
/ˌfiləˈmen(t)ərē /






adjective













2.
 
filamented






adjective













3.
 
filamentous

 
/-ˌmentəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from modern Latin 
filamentum

 , from late Latin 
filare

 ‘to spin,’ from Latin 
filum

 ‘thread.’





filaria

 
/fəˈlerēə/





I.
 
noun




a threadlike parasitic nematode worm transmitted by biting flies and mosquitoes, causing filariasis and related diseases.

[Superfamily 
Filarioidea

 , class 
Phasmida

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





filarial

 
/-ˈle(ə)rēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Filaria

 (former genus name), from Latin 
filum

 ‘thread.’





filariasis

 
/ˌfiləˈrīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a tropical disease caused by the presence of filarial worms, especially in the lymph vessels where heavy infestation can result in elephantiasis.













filature

 
/ˈfiləˌCHo͝or ˈfiləCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of obtaining silk thread from silkworm cocoons.




2.
 
an establishment where silk is obtained from silkworm cocoons.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
filatura

 , from 
filare

 ‘to spin.’





filbert

 
/ˈfilbərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cultivated hazel tree that bears edible oval nuts.

[Genus 
Corylus

 , family 
Betulaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
giant filbert

 (
Corylus maxima

 ).]




2.
 
the nut of the filbert tree.




3.
 
(also 
filbert brush

 )
 — a brush with bristles forming a flattened oval head, used in oil painting.











– origin

 Middle English 
fylberd

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
philbert

 , dialect French 
noix de filbert

 (so named because it is ripe about August 20, the feast day of 
St. Philibert

 ).





filch

 
/filCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 pilfer or steal (something, especially a thing of small value) in a casual way




•
 
I was promptly accused of filching Mr. Muir's idea.














II.
 
derivatives





filcher

 
/ˈfilCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





file1


 
/fīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a folder or box for holding loose papers that are typically arranged in a particular order for easy reference




•
 
a file of correspondence.










2.
 
the contents of a file folder or box.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a collection of data, programs, etc., stored in a computer's memory or on a storage device under a single identifying name




•
 
do you want to save this file?




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a file name.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a document) in a cabinet, box, or folder in a particular order for preservation and easy reference




•
 
the contract, when signed, is filed




•
 


‹figurative›

 he still had the moment 
filed away

 in his memory.










2.
 
submit (a legal document, application, or charge) to be placed on record by the appropriate authority




•
 
criminal charges were 
filed against

 the firm




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company had 
filed for

 bankruptcy.










3.
 
(of a reporter) send (a story) to a newspaper or news organization.








III.
 
phrases





on file






in a file or filing system.












IV.
 
derivatives





filer

 
/ˈfīlər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb meaning ‘string documents on a thread or wire to keep them in order’): from French 
filer

 ‘to string,’ 
fil

 ‘a thread,’ both from Latin 
filum

 ‘a thread.’ Compare with file
 2
 .






file2


 
/fīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line of people or things one behind another




•
 
Plains Cree warriors riding 
in file

 down the slopes.










2.
 


[Military]

 a small detachment of troops




•
 
a file of English soldiers had ridden out from Perth.










3.
 


[Chess]

 each of the eight rows of eight squares on a chessboard running away from the player toward the opponent.

Compare with rank
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a group of people) walk one behind the other, typically in an orderly and solemn manner




•
 
the mourners filed into the church.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
file

 , from 
filer

 ‘to string.’






file3


 
/fīl/





I.
 
noun




a tool with a roughened surface or surfaces, typically of steel, used for smoothing or shaping a hard material




•
 
it is possible to make the necessary notch with a file.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smooth or shape (something) with a file




•
 
when I have nothing else to do, I file my nails.










2.
 
(
file something away/off

 )
 — remove something by grinding it off with a file




•
 
the engine numbers were filed away.














III.
 
derivatives





filer

 
/ˈfīlər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fīl

 ; related to Dutch 
vijl

 and German 
Feile

 .





filé

 
/fiˈlā, ˈfēlā/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 pounded or powdered sassafras leaves used to flavor and thicken soup, especially gumbo.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, past participle of 
filer

 ‘to twist.’





file cabinet

 
/fīl ˈkab(ə)nət/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for filing cabinet
 .













file clerk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person employed in an office to file or retrieve documents




•
 
I entered the company as a file clerk seven years ago.



















file extension






noun






[Computing]

 a group of letters occurring after a period in a file name, indicating the format of the file.













filefish

 
/ˈfīlˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a fish with a dorsal spine and rough scales, related to the triggerfishes and occurring in tropical and sometimes temperate seas.

[Numerous genera and species, family 
Balistidae

 (or 
Monacanthidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from file
 3
 (because of its rough skin, suggesting the surface of a file).





filename

 
/ˈfīlnām/






noun




an identifying name given to a computer file.













Filene, Edward Albert

 
/fīˈlēn/






(1860–1937), US merchant. As the president of Wm. Filene & Sons, he brought about many innovations, including the bargain basement and charge accounts. In 1921, he helped to establish the Credit Union National Extension Bureau.









file server

 
/ˈfīl ˌsərvər/






noun






[Computing]

 a device that controls access to separately stored files, as part of a multiuser system.













file-sharing

 
/ˈfīlSHeriNG/






noun




the practice of or ability to transmit files from one computer to another over a network or the Internet


[often as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
file-sharing software.



















filet

 
/fiˈlā ˈfilā/






noun



1.
 
French spelling of fillet
 , used esp. in the names of French or French-sounding dishes:




•
 
filet de boeuf.










2.
 
a kind of net or lace with a square mesh.

[late 19th cent.: from French, ‘net.’]













filet mignon

 
/fiˌlā minˈyän/





I.
 
noun




a small tender piece of beef from the end of the tenderloin.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘dainty fillet.’





File Transfer Protocol






noun




another term for FTP
 .













filial

 
/ˈfilyəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or due from a son or daughter




•
 
a display of filial affection.










2.
 


[Biology]

 denoting the generation or generations after the parental generation.

See also F1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





filially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
filialis

 , from 
filius

 ‘son,’ 
filia

 ‘daughter.’





filiation

 
/ˌfilēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of being or of being designated the child of a particular parent or parents




•
 
relationships based on ties of filiation as opposed to marriage.










2.
 
the manner in which a thing is related to another from which it is derived or descended in some respect




•
 
the filiation of Old Norse manuscripts.










3.
 
a branch of a society or language.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from ecclesiastical and medieval Latin 
filiatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
filius

 ‘son,’ 
filia

 ‘daughter.’





filibeg

 
/ˈfiləˌbeɡ /

 
philibeg
 , filabeg





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a kilt.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
feileadh-beag

 ‘little kilt,’ from 
feileadh

 ‘plaid’ and 
beag

 ‘little.’






filibuster

 
/ˈfiləˌbəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action such as a prolonged speech that obstructs progress in a legislative assembly while not technically contravening the required procedures




•
 
it was defeated by a Senate filibuster in June.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a person engaging in unauthorized warfare against a foreign country.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
filibustering

 )


1.
 
act in an obstructive manner in a legislature, especially by speaking at inordinate length




•
 
several measures were killed by Republican filibustering.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obstruct (a measure) by filibustering.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
flibustier

 , first applied to pirates who pillaged the Spanish colonies in the West Indies, ultimately from Dutch 
vrijbuiter

 ; see freebooter
 . In the mid 19th cent. (via Spanish 
filibustero

 ), the term denoted American adventurers who incited revolution in several Latin American states, whence 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun. The verb was used to describe tactics intended to sabotage congressional proceedings, whence 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun.





filicide

 
/ˈfiləˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of one's son or daughter




•
 
maternal filicide.










2.
 
a person who kills their son or daughter.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. from Latin 
filius

 ‘son,’ 
filia

 ‘daughter’ + -cide
 .





Filicopsida

 
/ˌfiləˈkäpsədə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a class of pteridophyte plants that comprises the ferns.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
filix

 , 
filic-

 ‘fern’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance.’





filiform

 
/ˈfiləˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 threadlike




•
 
the antennae are filiform.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
filum

 ‘thread’ + -iform.





filigree

 
/ˈfiləˌɡrē /

 
filagree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
ornamental work of fine (typically gold or silver) wire formed into delicate tracery


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
delicate silver filigree earrings.










2.
 
a thing resembling filigree




•
 
a wedding cake of gold and white filigree.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (earlier as 
filigreen

 , 
filigrane

 ): from French 
filigrane

 , from Italian 
filigrana

 (from Latin 
filum

 ‘thread’ + 
granum

 ‘seed’).





filigreed

 
/ˈfiləˌɡrēd /

 
filagreed






adjective




ornamented with or resembling filigree work




•
 
white filigreed stockings.



















filing

 
/ˈfīliNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
filings

 )


1.
 
a small particle rubbed off by a file when smoothing or shaping something




•
 
iron filings.




















filing cabinet

 
/ˈfīliNG ˌkab(ə)nət/






noun




a piece of office furniture, typically made of steel, with deep drawers for storing documents.













Filioque

 
/ˌfilēˈōkwē/





I.
 
the word inserted in the Western version of the Nicene Creed to assert the doctrine of the procession of the Holy Ghost from the Son as well as from the Father, which is not admitted by the Eastern Church. It was one of the central issues in the Great Schism of 1054.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘and from the Son.’






Filipino

 
/ˌfiləˈpēnō /

 
Pilipino





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
fem.

 Filipina )
 — a native or national of the Philippines, or a person of Filipino descent.




2.
 
the national language of the Philippines, a standardized form of Tagalog.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Philippines, the Filipinos, or their language.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
las Islas Filipinas

 ‘the Philippine Islands.’






Fílippoi

 
/ˈfēliˌpē/






Greek name for Philippi
 .










fill

 
/fil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put someone or something into (a space or container) so that it is completely or almost completely full




•
 
I 
filled up

 the bottle with water




•
 
the office was 
filled with

 reporters.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fill with

 )
 — become full of




•
 
Eleanor's eyes filled with tears.










3.
 
become an overwhelming presence in




•
 
a pungent smell of garlic filled the air.










4.
 
cause (someone) to have an intense experience of an emotion or feeling




•
 
his presence 
filled

 us 
with

 foreboding.










5.
 
appoint a person to hold (a vacant position)




•
 
the number of high-tech jobs and the people who can fill them.










6.
 
hold and perform the expected duties of (a position or role)




•
 
she fills the role of the “good” child.










7.
 
occupy or take up (a period of time)




•
 
the next few days were 
filled with

 meetings.










8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 be supplied with the items described in (a prescription or order)




•
 
she needed to fill a prescription.










9.
 
block up (a cavity in a tooth) with cement, amalgam, or gold.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sail) curve out tautly as the wind blows into it.




11.
 
(of a weather system) increase in barometric pressure.

Compare with deepen
 .




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the wind) blow into (a sail), causing it to curve outward.




13.
 


[Poker]

 complete (a good hand) by drawing the necessary cards.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
one's fill

 )
 — an amount of something that is as much as one wants or can bear




•
 
we have eaten our fill




•
 
I've 
had my fill of

 surprises for one day.










2.
 
an amount of something that will occupy all the space in a container.




3.
 
material, loose or compacted, that fills a space, especially in building or engineering work




•
 
loose polystyrene fill.










4.
 
the action of filling something, especially of shading in a region of a computer graphics display.




5.
 
(in popular music) a short interjected phrase on a particular instrument.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fill the bill






see bill
 1
 .









2.
 
fill someone's shoes








‹informal›

 take over someone's function or duties and fulfill them satisfactorily.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
fill in






act as a substitute for someone when they are unable to do their job




•
 
my producer will have to have someone standing by to 
fill in for

 me.















2.
 
fill someone in





a.
 
inform someone more fully of a matter, giving all the details




•
 
the cab driver 
filled

 me 
in on

 much important economic and sociological data.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 hit or punch someone




•
 
I filled in a chap and took his money.















3.
 
fill something in





a.
 
put material into a hole, trench, or space so that it is completely full




•
 
the canal is now disused and partly filled in.










b.
 
complete a drawing by adding color or shade to the spaces within an outline




•
 
incised letters, filled in with gold.










c.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 add information to complete something, typically a form or other official document




•
 
he filled in all the forms.















4.
 
fill out






(of a person) put on weight to a noticeable extent.









5.
 
fill something out





a.
 
add information to complete an official form or document




•
 
he filled out the requisite forms.










b.
 
give more details to add to someone's understanding of something




•
 
he filled out the background by going into historical questions.















6.
 
fill up





a.
 
become completely full




•
 
the dining car filled up.










b.
 
fill the fuel tank of a car.















– origin

 Old English 
fyllan

 (verb), 
fyllu

 (noun) of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vullen

 and German 
füllen

 (verbs), 
Fülle

 (noun), also to full
 1
 .





fille de joie

 
/ˌfē(yə) də ˈZHwä/





I.
 
noun




used euphemistically to refer to a prostitute.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘girl of pleasure.’





filled gold






noun




a relatively inexpensive metal with a layer of gold applied over it.













filler1


 
/ˈfilər/






noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a thing put in a space or container to fill it




•
 
these plants are attractive gap-fillers or ground cover.










2.
 
a substance used for filling cracks or holes in a surface, especially before painting it




•
 
quick-hardening wood filler.










3.
 
material used to fill a cavity or increase bulk




•
 
foam filler




•
 
good quality paints should contain little or no filler.










4.
 
an item serving only to fill space or time, especially in a newspaper, broadcast, or recording.




5.
 
a word or sound filling a pause in an utterance or conversation (e.g., 
er

 , 
well

 , 
you know

 ).




6.
 
a linguistic unit that fills a particular slot in syntactic structure.




7.
 


(US)

 the tobacco blend used in a cigar.




8.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that fills a space or container




•
 
supermarket shelf-fillers.



















filler2


 
/ˈfilər/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Hungary, equal to one hundredth of a forint.











– origin

 from Hungarian 
fillér

 .






fillet

 
/fiˈlā ˈfilət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
filet

 )
 — a fleshy boneless piece of meat from near the loins or the ribs of an animal




•
 
a chicken breast fillet




•
 
roast 
fillet of

 lamb.










2.
 
(also 
fillet steak

 )
 — a beef steak cut from the lower part of a sirloin.




3.
 
a boned side of a fish.




4.
 

/ˈfilit /

 — a band or ribbon worn around the head, especially for binding the hair.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 a narrow flat band separating two moldings.




6.
 


[Architecture]

 a small band between the flutes of a column.




7.
 
a plain or decorated line impressed on the cover of a book.




8.
 
a roller used to impress a line on the cover of a book.




9.
 

/ˈfilit /

 — a concave strip of material roughly triangular in cross section that rounds off an interior angle between two surfaces




•
 
a splayed mortar fillet at the junction of the roof with the chimney stack




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a fillet weld.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the bones from (a fish).




2.
 
cut (fish or meat) into boneless strips.








III.
 
derivatives





filleter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a band worn around the head): from Old French 
filet

 ‘thread,’ based on Latin 
filum

 ‘thread.’





fill-in

 
/ˈfilin/






noun




a person or thing acting or serving in place of another; a substitute




•
 
she could be a competent short-term fill-in




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a college student working as a fill-in doorman.



















filling

 
/ˈfiliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of material that fills or is used to fill something




•
 
a cushion with polyester filling.










2.
 
a piece of material used to fill a cavity in a tooth




•
 
a gold filling.










3.
 
an edible substance placed between the layers of a sandwich, cake, or other foodstuff




•
 
a Swiss roll with a chocolate filling.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for weft
 .








II.
 
adjective




(of food) leaving one with a pleasantly satiated feeling




•
 
a filling spicy bean soup.



















filling station

 
/ˈfiliNG ˌstāSHən/






noun




another term for gas station
 .














fillip

 
/ˈfiləp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something that acts as a stimulus or boost to an activity




•
 
the halving of the automobile tax would provide 
a fillip to

 sales.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a movement made by bending the last joint of a finger against the thumb and suddenly releasing it; a flick of the finger




•
 
the Prince, by a fillip, made some of the wine fly in Oglethorpe's face.










3.
 
a slight smart stroke or tap




•
 
she began to give him dainty fillips on the nose with a soft forepaw.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 propel (a small object) with a flick of the finger




•
 
our aforesaid merchant filliped a nut sharply against his bullying giant.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 strike (someone or something) slightly and smartly




•
 
he filliped him over the nose.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 stimulate or urge (someone or something)




•
 
pour, that the draught may fillip my remembrance.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘make a fillip with the fingers’): symbolic; compare with flick
 , flip
 1
 .





fill light






noun




a supplementary light used in photography or filming that does not change the character of the main light and is used chiefly to lighten shadows.













Fillmore, Millard

 
/ˈfilmôr/






(1800–74), 13th president of the US 1850–53. A New York Whig, he served in the US House of Representatives 1833–35, 1837–43 and became US vice president in 1849. Seventeen months later, he succeeded to the presidency upon the death of President Zachary Taylor. Fillmore was an advocate of compromise on the slavery issue, but his unpopular enforcement of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act hastened the end of the Whig Party.









fill-up






noun




an instance of making something completely full, especially the fuel tank of an automobile




•
 
free coffee with fill-up.




















filly

 
/ˈfilē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young female horse, especially one less than four years old.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a lively girl or young woman.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
fylja

 , of Germanic origin; related to foal
 .






film

 
/film/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin flexible strip of plastic or other material coated with light-sensitive emulsion for exposure in a camera, used to produce photographs or motion pictures




•
 
he had already shot a whole roll of film




•
 
a new range of films and cameras.










2.
 
material in the form of a thin flexible sheet




•
 
clear plastic film between the layers of glass.










3.
 
a thin layer covering a surface




•
 
she quickly wiped away the light film of sweat.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a fine thread or filament




•
 
films of silk.










5.
 
a motion picture; a movie




•
 
a horror film




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a film director.










6.
 
movies considered as an art or industry




•
 
a critical overview of feminist writing on film.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — capture on film as part of a series of moving images; make a movie of (a story or event)




•
 
she glowered at the television crew who were filming them.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
film well/badly

 )
 — be well or badly suited to portrayal in a film




•
 
an adventure story that would film well.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become or appear to become covered with a thin layer of something




•
 
his eyes had 
filmed over

 .














III.
 
derivatives





filmdom






noun





film
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 Old English 
filmen

 ‘membrane’; related to fell
 5
 .





film badge

 
/film baj/






noun




a device containing photographic film that registers the wearer's exposure to radiation.













filmgoer

 
/ˈfilmˌɡōər/





I.
 
noun




a person who goes to the movies, especially regularly.








II.
 
derivatives





filmgoing

 
/-ˌɡōiNG /






noun





















filmic

 
/ˈfilmik/






adjective




of or relating to movies or cinematography




•
 
he has reconceived the stage production in filmic terms.



















filmmaker

 
/ˈfilmˌmākər/






noun




a person who directs or produces movies for the theater or television.













filmmaking

 
/ˈfilmˌmākiNG/






noun




the direction or production of movies for the theater or television




•
 
the best emerging talent in independent filmmaking




•
 
a brilliant piece of filmmaking




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the filmmaking process.



















film noir

 
/ˌfilm ˈnwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style or genre of cinematographic film marked by a mood of pessimism, fatalism, and menace. The term was originally applied (by a group of French critics) to American thriller or detective films made in the period 1944–54 and to the work of directors such as Orson Welles, Fritz Lang, and Billy Wilder.




2.
 
a film marked by a mood of pessimism, fatalism, and menace.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘black film.’





filmography

 
/filˈmäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a list of films by one director or actor, or on one subject.











– origin

 1960s: from film
 + -graphy
 , on the pattern of 
bibliography

 .





filmsetting

 
/ˈfilmˌsediNG/





I.
 
noun




British term for photocomposition
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
filmset

 
/ˈfilmˌset /






verb













2.
 
filmsetter

 
/ˈfilmˌsedər /






noun





















film star

 
//






noun




another term for movie star
 .













filmstrip

 
/ˈfilmˌstrip/






noun




a series of transparencies in a strip for projection.













filmy

 
/ˈfilmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of fabric) thin and translucent




•
 
filmy white voile.










2.
 
covered with or forming a thin layer of something




•
 
her eyes were dull and filmy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
filmily

 
/ˈfilməlē /






adverb













2.
 
filminess

 
/ˈfilmēnəs /






noun





















filmy fern






noun




a small fern of damp shady places, with wiry creeping stems and delicate forked fronds that are only one cell thick. They occur chiefly in tropical and subtropical regions.

[Family 
Hymenophyllaceae

 : 
Hymenophyllum

 and other genera.]













Filofax

 
/ˈfīlōˌfaks/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a loose-leaf notebook for recording appointments, addresses, and notes.











– origin

 1930s: representing a colloquial pronunciation of 
file of facts

 .





filopodium

 
/ˌfiləˈpōdēəm, ˌfī-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a long, slender, tapering pseudopodium, as found in some protozoans and in embryonic cells.








II.
 
derivatives





filopodial

 
/-ˈpōdēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
filium

 ‘thread’ + podium
 .





filoselle

 
/ˈfiləˌsel/





I.
 
noun




floss silk, or silk thread resembling this, used in embroidery.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
filosello

 ‘raw silk from a cocoon,’ of uncertain ultimate origin.





filovirus

 
/ˈfēlōˌvīrəs, ˈfī-/






noun




a filamentous RNA virus of a genus that causes severe hemorrhagic fevers in humans and primates, and that includes the Ebola and Marburg viruses.














fils1


 
/fils/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Iraq, Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, and Yemen, equal to one hundredth of a riyal in Yemen and one thousandth of a dinar elsewhere.











– origin

 from a colloquial pronunciation of Arabic 
fals

 , denoting a small copper coin, from Latin 
follis

 ‘purse, coin’; compare with follis
 , fool
 1
 .






fils2


 
/fēs/





I.
 
noun




used after a surname to distinguish a son from a father of the same name




•
 
Alexandre Dumas fils.







Compare with père
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘son.’






filter

 
/ˈfiltər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a porous device for removing impurities or solid particles from a liquid or gas passed through it




•
 
an oil filter.










2.
 
short for filter tip
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a cheap filter cigarette.










3.
 
a screen, plate, or layer of a substance that absorbs light or other radiation or selectively absorbs some of its components




•
 
filters can be used in photography to reduce haze.










4.
 
a device for suppressing electrical or sound waves of frequencies not required.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of software that processes text, for example to remove unwanted spaces or to format it for use in another application.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 an arrangement whereby vehicles may turn left (or right) while other traffic waiting to go straight ahead or turn right (or left) is stopped by a red light


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a filter lane.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass (a liquid, gas, light, or sound) through a device to remove unwanted material




•
 
the patient is hooked up to a dialysis machine twice a week to 
filter out

 the cholesterol in the blood




•
 


‹figurative›

 you'll be put through to a secretary whose job it is to filter calls.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move slowly or in small quantities or numbers through something or in a specified direction




•
 
people filtered out of the concert during the last set.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of information) gradually become known




•
 
the news began to filter in from the hospital.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 process or treat with a filter.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a piece of felt): from French 
filtre

 , from medieval Latin 
filtrum

 ‘felt used as a filter,’ related to felt
 1
 .





filterable

 
/ˈfiltərəbəl /

 
filtrable






adjective



1.
 
capable of passing through a filter.




2.
 
capable of being separated out by a filter




•
 
filterable virus




•
 
filterable solids.



















filter bed

 
/ˈfiltər ˌbed/






noun




a tank or pond containing a layer of sand or gravel, used for filtering large quantities of liquid.













filter cake






noun




a deposit of insoluble material left on a filter.













filter feeding





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (of an aquatic animal) feeding by filtering out plankton or nutrients suspended in the water.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
filter-feed






verb













2.
 
filter feeder






noun





















filter paper

 
/ˈfiltər ˌpāpər/






noun




a piece of porous paper for filtering liquids, used especially in chemical processes and coffee-making.













filter press






noun




a device consisting of a series of cloth filters fixed to frames, used for the large-scale filtration of liquid under pressure.














filter tip

 
/ˈfiltər ˌtip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a filter attached to a cigarette for removing some components from the inhaled smoke.




2.
 
a cigarette with a filter tip.








II.
 
derivatives





filter-tipped

 
/ˈfiltər ˌtipt /






adjective





















filth

 
/filTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
disgusting dirt




•
 
stagnant pools of filth.










2.
 
obscene and offensive language or printed material.




3.
 
corrupt behavior; decadence.




4.
 
used as a term of abuse for a person or people one greatly despises




•
 
I can’t believe she married that filth.










5.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the filth

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 the police.











– origin

 Old English 
fȳlth

 ‘rotting matter, rottenness,’ also ‘corruption, obscenity,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vuilte

 , also to foul
 .





filthy

 
/ˈfilTHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
disgustingly dirty




•
 
a filthy hospital with no sanitation.










2.
 
obscene and offensive




•
 
filthy language.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used to express one's anger and disgust




•
 
you filthy beast.










4.
 
(of a mood) bad-tempered and aggressive




•
 
he arrived at the meeting half an hour late in a filthy temper.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of weather) very unpleasant




•
 
it looked like a filthy night.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 to an extreme and often disgusting extent




•
 
he has become filthy rich.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
filthily

 
/ˈfilTHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
filthiness

 
/ˈfilTHēnəs /






noun





















filthy lucre





I.
 
noun




money, especially when gained in a dishonest or dishonorable way.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: with biblical allusion to Tit. 1:11.





filtrate

 
/ˈfilˌtrāt/





I.
 
noun




a liquid that has passed through a filter




•
 
filtrates of bacterial cultures




•
 
drops of clear filtrate.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
filter




•
 
the remaining alkali is filtrated.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
filtrat-

 ‘filtered,’ from the verb 
filtrare

 , from medieval Latin 
filtrum

 (see filter
 ).





filtration

 
/filˈtrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of filtering something




•
 
small particles are difficult to remove without filtration.



















fimbria

 
/ˈfimbrēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 a series of threads or other projections resembling a fringe.




2.
 
[usu. in 
pl.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Anatomy]

 an individual thread in a fimbria, especially a fingerlike projection at the end of the fallopian tube near the ovary.








II.
 
derivatives





fimbrial

 
/-brēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin, literally ‘border, fringe.’





fimbriated

 
/ˈfimbrēˌādəd /

 
fimbriate





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 having a fringe or border of hairlike or fingerlike projections.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 having a narrow border, typically of a specified tincture.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
fimbriatus

 (from 
fimbria

 ‘fringe’) + -ed
 1
 .






fin

 
/fin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flattened appendage on various parts of the body of many aquatic vertebrates and some invertebrates, including fish and cetaceans, used for propelling, steering, and balancing.




2.
 
an underwater swimmer's flipper.




3.
 
a small flattened projecting surface or attachment on an aircraft, rocket, or automobile, providing aerodynamic stability or serving as a design element.




4.
 
a flattened projection on a device, such as a radiator, used for increasing heat transfer.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swim underwater by means of flippers




•
 
I finned madly for the surface.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
finless






adjective













2.
 
finned

 
/find /






adjective




[
in combination

 ]


•
 
primitive ray-finned fishes

























– origin

 Old English 
finn

 , 
fin

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vin

 and probably ultimately to Latin 
pinna

 ‘feather, wing.’





fin.






abbreviation



1.
 
finance.




2.
 
financial.




3.
 
finish.













finagle

 
/fəˈnāɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 obtain (something) by devious or dishonest means




•
 
Ted attended all the football games he could finagle tickets for.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 act in a devious or dishonest manner




•
 
they wrangled and finagled over the fine points.














II.
 
derivatives





finagler

 
/fəˈnāɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 1920s (originally U.S.): from dialect 
fainaigue

 ‘cheat’; perhaps from Old French 
fornier

 ‘deny.’






final

 
/ˈfīnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
coming at the end of a series




•
 
the final version of the report was presented.










2.
 
reached or designed to be reached as the outcome of a process or a series of events




•
 
the final cost will easily run into six figures.










3.
 
allowing no further doubt or dispute




•
 
the decision of the judging panel is final.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the last game in a sports tournament or other competition, which decides the winner of the tournament.




2.
 
(
finals

 )
 — a series of games constituting the final stage of a competition




•
 
the World Cup finals.










3.
 
(
final

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 an examination at the end of a term, academic year, or particular class.




4.
 
(
finals

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a series of examinations at the end of a degree course




•
 
she was doing her history finals.










5.
 


[Music]

 the principal note in a mode.




6.
 
(
finals

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the final approach of a landing aircraft to a runway




•
 
the plane piloted by Richards was on finals.














III.
 
phrases





the final straw






see straw
 .















– origin

 Middle English (in the adjectival sense ‘conclusive’): from Old French, or from Latin 
finalis

 , from 
finis

 ‘end.’ Compare with finish
 .





final cause

 
/ˈfīnl kôz/






noun






[Philosophy]

 the purpose or aim of an action or the end toward which a thing naturally develops.













final drive






noun




the last part of the transmission system in a motor vehicle.













finale

 
/fəˈnalē fəˈnälē/





I.
 
noun




the last part of a piece of music, a performance, or a public event, especially when particularly dramatic or exciting




•
 
the festival ends with a grand finale.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
finalis

 (see final
 ).





Final Four






noun




the four teams that qualify for the championship round in the annual NCAA men's or women's college basketball tournament.













finalist

 
/ˈfīn(ə)ləst/






noun




a competitor or team in the final or finals of a competition.













finality

 
/fīˈnalədē fəˈnalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or impression of being an irreversible ending




•
 
the abrupt finality of death




•
 
there's a dreadful finality about cutting down a tree.










2.
 
a tone or manner that indicates that no further comment or argument is possible




•
 
“No,” she said with finality.










3.
 
an action or event that ends something irreversibly




•
 
death is the ultimate finality.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
finalité

 , from late Latin 
finalitas

 , from Latin 
finalis

 (see final
 ).





finalize

 
/ˈfīnlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce or agree on a finished and definitive version of




•
 
efforts intensified to finalize plans for postwar reconstruction.














II.
 
derivatives





finalization

 
/ˌfīn(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌfīnəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















finally

 
/ˈfīn(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
after a long time, typically involving difficulty or delay




•
 
he finally arrived to join us.










2.
 
as the last in a series of related events or objects




•
 
a referendum followed by local, legislative, and, finally, presidential elections.










3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to introduce a final point or reason




•
 
finally, it is common knowledge that travel broadens the horizons.










4.
 
in such a way as to put an end to doubt and dispute




•
 
to dispel finally the belief that auditors were clients of the company.



















final solution

 
/ˈfīnl səˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun




the Nazi policy of exterminating European Jews. Introduced by Heinrich Himmler and administered by Adolf Eichmann, the policy resulted in the murder of 6 million Jews in concentration camps between 1941 and 1945.











– origin

 translation of German 
Endlösung

 .






finance

 
/ˈfīnans fəˈnans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the management of large amounts of money, especially by governments or large companies.




2.
 
monetary support for an enterprise




•
 
housing finance.










3.
 
(
finances

 )
 — the monetary resources and affairs of a country, organization, or person




•
 
the finances of the school were causing serious concern.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide funding for (a person or enterprise)




•
 
the city and county originally financed the project.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
finer

 ‘make an end, settle a debt,’ from 
fin

 ‘end’ (see fine
 2
 ). The original sense was ‘payment of a debt, compensation, or ransom’; later ‘taxation, revenue’ Current senses date from the 18th cent., and reflect sense development in French.





finance company

 


‹Brit.›

 finance house






noun




a company concerned primarily with providing money, as for short-term loans.













financial

 
/fəˈnan(t)SHəl fīˈnan(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to finance




•
 
an independent financial adviser.














II.
 
noun

 — (
financials

 )


1.
 
the finances or financial situation of an organization or individual




•
 
he needs to pay serious attention to his financials, particularly cash flow.










2.
 
shares in financial companies.




•
 
at the end of the year fund managers sell their worst-performing stocks—and financials have fared badly this year.




















financial adviser






noun




a person who is employed to provide financial services or guidance to clients




•
 
her financial advisers' unwise recommendations led her to squander $9 million.



















financial analyst






noun




a person whose job is to assess the financial condition of a business or asset to determine if it is a sound investment




•
 
many financial analysts think a financial bubble has been created.



















financialization

 
/fəˌnanCHələˈzāSHən, fīˌnanCHələˈzāSHən/






noun




the process by which financial institutions, markets, etc., increase in size and influence




•
 
the financialization of the US economy.



















financially

 
/fəˈnan(t)SH(ə)lē fīˈnan(t)SH(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that relates to finance




•
 
he does not benefit financially from sales of the book




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the company is now financially stable.



















financial planner






noun




a person employed to manage the personal finances of clients




•
 
he hired a financial planner to make sure he was doing everything required to retire comfortably and meet his family's financial needs.



















financial services






plural noun




professional services involving the investment, lending, and management of money and assets




•
 
the firm provides a range of financial services, including tax preparation, insurance coverage, and investment portfolios




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the financial services sector.



















Financial Times index






another term for FTSE index
 .









financial year






noun




British term for fiscal year
 .













financier

 
/ˌfinənˈsir fəˈnanˌsir/





I.
 
noun




a person concerned with the management of large amounts of money on behalf of governments or other large organizations.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
finance

 (see finance
 ).






finback

 
/ˈfinbak /

 
finback whale






noun




a large rorqual with a small dorsal fin, a dark gray back, and white underparts.

Also called fin whale
 , common rorqual (see rorqual
 ). [
Balaenoptera physalus

 , family 
Balaenopteridae

 .]













finca

 
/ˈfiNGkə/






noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a country estate; a ranch.














finch

 
/fin(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a seed-eating songbird that typically has a stout bill and colorful plumage.

[The true finches belong to the family 
Fringillidae

 (the 
finch family

 ), which includes chaffinches, canaries, linnets, crossbills, etc. Many other finches belong to the bunting, waxbill, or sparrow families.]











– origin

 Old English 
finc

 ; related to Dutch 
vink

 and German 
Fink

 .






find

 
/fīnd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discover or perceive by chance or unexpectedly




•
 
Lindsey looked up to find Neil watching her




•
 
the remains of a headless body had been found.










2.
 
discover (someone or something) after a deliberate search




•
 
in this climate it could be hard to find a buyer.










3.
 
(
find oneself

 )
 — discover oneself to be in a surprising or unexpected situation




•
 
phobia sufferers often find themselves virtual prisoners in their own home.










4.
 
succeed in obtaining (something)




•
 
she also found the time to raise five children.










5.
 
summon up (a quality, especially courage) with an effort




•
 
I found the courage to speak.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of hunters or hounds) discover game, especially a fox




•
 
she heard the new halloo—they had found.










7.
 
recognize or discover (something) to be present




•
 
vitamin B12 is found in dairy products.










8.
 
become aware of; discover to be the case




•
 
the majority of staff find the magazine to be informative and useful




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she found that none of the local nursery schools had an available slot.










9.
 
ascertain (something) by study, calculation, or inquiry




•
 
a forum that attempts to find solutions for multimedia publishers.










10.
 
perceive or experience (something) to be the case


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
both men found it difficult to put ideas into words.










11.
 
(
find oneself

 )
 — discover the fundamental truths about one's own character and identity




•
 
I did psychotherapy for years—I wanted to find myself.










12.
 


[Law]

 (of a court) officially declare to be the case


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
he was found guilty of speeding




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the court found that a police lab expert had fabricated evidence.










13.
 
(of a thing) reach or arrive at, either of its own accord or without the human agent being known




•
 
water finds its own level.










14.
 
(
find one's way

 )
 — reach one's destination by one's own efforts, without knowing in advance how to get there




•
 
he 
found his way to

 the front door.










15.
 
(
find one's way

 )
 — come to be in a certain situation




•
 
each and every boy 
found his way into

 a suitable occupation.










16.
 
(of a letter) reach (someone).




17.
 


‹archaic›

 reach the understanding or conscience of (someone)




•
 
whatever finds me, bears witness for itself that it has proceeded from a Holy Spirit.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a discovery of something valuable, typically something of archaeological interest




•
 
he made his most spectacular finds in the Valley of the Kings




•
 
this resort is 
a real find

 .










2.
 
a person who is discovered to be useful or interesting in some way




•
 
Paul had been a real find—he could design the whole hotel complex.










3.
 


[Hunting]

 the finding of a fox.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all found








(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 (of an employee's wages) with board and lodging provided free




•
 
your wages would be five shillings all found.















2.
 
find fault






see fault
 .









3.
 
find favor






be liked or prove acceptable




•
 
the ballets did not 
find favor with

 the public.















4.
 
find one's feet





a.
 
stand up and become able to walk.




b.
 
establish oneself in a particular field




•
 
I think he really started to find his feet with this album.















5.
 
find God






experience a religious conversion or awakening.









6.
 
find in favor of






see find for
 below.









7.
 
find it in one's heart to do something






allow or force oneself to do something




•
 
I ask you to find it in your heart to forgive me.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
find against








[Law]

 (of a court) make a decision against or judge to be guilty.









2.
 
find for (or find in favor of)








[Law]

 (of a court) make a decision in favor of or judge to be innocent




•
 
a jury found for the plaintiff.















3.
 
find someone out






detect a person's offensive or immoral actions




•
 
she would always find him out if he tried to lie.















4.
 
find something out

 
find out about something






discover a fact




•
 
he hadn't time to find out what was bothering her.


















V.
 
derivatives





findable

 
/ˈfīndəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
findan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vinden

 and German 
finden

 .





finder

 
/ˈfīndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who finds someone or something.




2.
 
(in full 
finder-scope

 )
 — a small telescope attached to a large one to locate an object for observation.




3.
 
the viewfinder of a camera.








II.
 
phrases





finders keepers (losers weepers)








‹informal›

 used, often humorously, to assert that whoever finds something by chance is entitled to keep it.

















finder's fee






noun




a fee paid by a business to a person or organization for bringing to its attention financial investors, potential new employees, or buyers or sellers whose relationship with the business will materially benefit it.













fin de siècle

 
/ˌfaN də ˈsyeklə/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the end of a century, especially the 19th century




•
 
fin-de-siècle art.










2.
 
decadent




•
 
there was a fin-de-siècle air in the club last night.














II.
 
noun




the end of a century, especially the 19th century.











– origin

 French, ‘end of century.’





finding

 
/ˈfīndiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of finding someone or something




•
 
a local doctor reported the finding of numerous dead rats.










2.
 
(often 
findings

 )
 — a conclusion reached as a result of an inquiry, investigation, or trial




•
 
experimental findings.










3.
 
(
findings

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 small articles or tools used in making garments, shoes, or jewelry.













Findlay

 
/ˈfin(d)lē/






an industrial city in northwestern Ohio; pop. 36,987 (est. 2008).










fine1


 
/fīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of high quality




•
 
this was a fine piece of filmmaking




•
 
fine wines.










2.
 
(of a person) worthy of or eliciting admiration




•
 
what a fine human being he is.










3.
 
good; satisfactory




•
 
relations in the group were fine.










4.
 
used to express one's agreement with or acquiescence to something




•
 
anything you want is 
fine by me

 , Linda




•
 
he said such a solution would be fine.










5.
 
in good health and feeling well




•
 
“I'm fine, just fine. And you?”










6.
 
(of the weather) bright and clear




•
 
it was another fine winter day.










7.
 
of imposing and dignified appearance or size




•
 
a very fine Elizabethan mansion.










8.
 
(of speech or writing) sounding impressive and grand but ultimately insincere




•
 
fine words seemed to produce few practical benefits.










9.
 
denoting or displaying a state of good, though not excellent, preservation in stamps, books, coins, etc.




10.
 
(of gold or silver) containing a specified high proportion of pure metal




•
 
the coin is struck in .986 fine gold.










11.
 
(of a thread, filament, or person's hair) thin




•
 
I have always had fine and dry hair.










12.
 
(of a point) sharp




•
 
I sharpened the leads to a fine point.










13.
 
consisting of small particles




•
 
the soils were all fine silt.










14.
 
having or requiring an intricate delicacy of touch




•
 
exquisitely fine work.










15.
 
(of something abstract) subtle and therefore perceived only with difficulty and care




•
 
the fine distinctions between the new and old definitions of refugee.










16.
 
(of feelings) refined; elevated




•
 
you might appeal to their finer feelings.














II.
 
noun

 — (
fines

 )


1.
 
very small particles found in mining, milling, etc.








III.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 in a satisfactory or pleasing manner; very well




•
 
“And how's the job-hunting going?” “Oh, fine.”














IV.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clarify (beer or wine) by causing the precipitation of sediment during production.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) become clear




•
 
the ale hadn't had quite time to fine down.










3.
 
make or become thinner


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it can be 
fined

 right 
down

 to the finished shape




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she'd certainly 
fined down

 —her face was thinner.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
cut it (or things) fine






allow a very small margin of something, especially time




•
 
boys who have cut it rather fine are scuttling into chapel.















2.
 
do fine





a.
 
be entirely satisfactory




•
 
an omelet will do fine.










b.
 
be healthy or well




•
 
the baby's doing fine.










c.
 
do something in a satisfactory manner




•
 
he was doing fine acquiring all the necessary disciplines in finance.















3.
 
do someone fine






suit or be enough for someone.









4.
 
fine feathers make fine birds








‹proverb›

 beautiful clothes or an eye-catching appearance make a person appear similarly beautiful or impressive.









5.
 
the finer points of






the more complex or detailed aspects of




•
 
he went on to discuss the finer points of his work.















6.
 
——'s finest








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the police of a particular city




•
 
Moscow's finest.















7.
 
one's finest hour






the time of one's greatest success.









8.
 
fine words butter no parsnips








‹proverb›

 nothing is achieved by empty promises or flattery.









9.
 
not to put too fine a point on it






to speak bluntly




•
 
not to put too fine a point on it, your Emily is a liar.







[figuratively, with reference to the sharpening of a weapon, tool, etc.]









10.
 
one fine day






at some unspecified or unknown time




•
 
you want to be the Chancellor one fine day.


















VI.
 
derivatives





fineness

 
/ˈfīn(n)is /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fin

 , based on Latin 
finire

 ‘to finish’ (see finish
 ).






fine2


 
/fīn/





I.
 
noun




a sum of money exacted as a penalty by a court of law or other authority




•
 
a parking fine.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be fined

 )


1.
 
punish (someone) by making them pay a sum of money, typically as a penalty for breaking the law




•
 
he was fined $600 and sentenced to one day in jail.














III.
 
derivatives





fineable

 
/ˈfīnəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fin

 ‘end, payment,’ from Latin 
finis

 ‘end’ (in medieval Latin denoting a sum paid on settling a lawsuit). The original sense was ‘conclusion’ (surviving in the phrase in fine
 ); also used in the medieval Latin sense, the word came to denote a penalty of any kind, later specifically a monetary penalty.





fine3


 
/fēn/






noun



1.
 
French brandy of high quality made from distilled wine rather than from pomace.




2.
 
short for fine champagne
 .













fine4


 
/ˈfēnā/





I.
 
noun




(in musical directions) the place where a piece of music finishes (when this is not at the end of the score but at the end of an earlier section that is repeated at the end of the piece).











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
finis

 ‘end.’





fine art

 
/ˌfīn ˈärt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
fine arts

 )
 — creative art, especially visual art, whose products are to be appreciated primarily or solely for their imaginative, aesthetic, or intellectual content




•
 
the convergence of popular culture and fine art.










2.
 
an activity requiring great skill or accomplishment




•
 
he'll have to learn 
the fine art of

 persuasion.














II.
 
phrases





have (or get) something down to a fine art






achieve a high level of skill, facility, or accomplishment in some activity through experience




•
 
Mike had gotten the breakfast routine down to a fine art.
























fine champagne





I.
 
noun




brandy from the Champagne district of the Cognac region of which half or more of the content comes from the central Grande Champagne.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘fine (brandy from) Champagne.’





fine chemicals






plural noun




chemical substances prepared to a very high degree of purity for use in research and industry.













fine-draw

 
/ˈfīnˌdrô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew together (two pieces of cloth or edges of a tear) so that the join is imperceptible




•
 
a table cover composed of cloth fine-drawn together.



















Fine Gael

 
/ˌfēnə ˈɡāl/





I.
 
one of the two major political parties of the Republic of Ireland (the other being Fianna Fáil). Founded in 1923 as Cumann na nGaedheal, it changed its name in 1933. It has advocated the concept of a united Ireland achieved by peaceful means.







– origin

 Irish, literally ‘tribe of Gaels.’





fine-grained

 
/ˈfīnˌɡrānd/






adjective



1.
 
(chiefly of wood) having a fine or delicate arrangement of fibers.




2.
 
(chiefly of rock) consisting of small particles.




3.
 
involving great attention to detail




•
 
fine-grained analysis.



















finely

 
/ˈfīnlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very skilled manner; excellently




•
 
a finely crafted movie




•
 
a finely proportioned Gothic church




•
 
finely tailored suits.










2.
 
in a manner worthy of or eliciting admiration




•
 
Miss Bingley was dressed very finely.










3.
 
into very thin or small pieces




•
 
slice the onions finely




•
 
finely chopped almonds.










4.
 
with a very sharp point




•
 
a rod of finely sharpened iron.










5.
 
made or consisting of small particles or threads




•
 
the flesh is smooth and finely textured




•
 
finely woven linen.










6.
 
with delicate or intricate workmanship or structure




•
 
finely detailed mosaic pictures




•
 
a finely worked tapestry.










7.
 
in a subtle or sensitive manner




•
 
we are trying to judge answers too finely




•
 
the contest for the presidency is finely balanced




•
 
they both turn in finely nuanced performances.



















fine needle aspiration






noun






[Medicine]

 a procedure in which a thin needle is used to draw cells or fluid from a lump or mass under the skin.














fine print

 
/ˈˌfīn ˈprint/






noun



1.
 
printed matter in small type.




2.
 
inconspicuous details or conditions printed in an agreement or contract, especially ones that may prove unfavorable




•
 
read the fine print of whatever loan document is shoved under your nose.



















finery1


 
/ˈfīnərē/





I.
 
noun




expensive or ostentatious clothes or decoration




•
 
officers in their blue, gold, and scarlet finery.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from fine
 1
 , on the pattern of 
bravery

 .





finery2


 
/ˈfīnərē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hearth where pig iron was converted into wrought iron.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
finerie

 , from Old French 
finer

 ‘refine.’





fines herbes

 
/ˌfēnz ˈerb/





I.
 
plural noun




mixed herbs used in cooking, especially fresh herbs chopped as a flavoring for omelets.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘fine herbs.’





fine-spun

 
/ˈfīnˌspən/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of fabric) fine or delicate in texture.




2.
 
subtle; overly refined.













finesse

 
/fəˈnes/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intricate and refined delicacy




•
 
orchestral playing of great finesse.










2.
 
artful subtlety, typically that needed for tactful handling of a difficulty




•
 
clients want advice and action that calls for considerable finesse.










3.
 
(in bridge and whist) an attempt to win a trick with a card that is not a certain winner.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do (something) in a subtle and delicate manner




•
 
his third shot, which he attempted to finesse, failed by a fraction.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 slyly attempt to avoid blame or censure when dealing with (a situation or action)




•
 
the administration's attempts to finesse its mishaps.










3.
 
(in bridge and whist) play (a card that is not a certain winner) in the hope of winning a trick with it




•
 
the declarer finesses ♦J.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘purity, delicacy’): from French, related to fine
 1
 .





fine structure






noun



1.
 
the composition of an object, substance, or energy phenomenon as viewed on a small scale and in considerable detail.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the presence of groups of closely spaced lines in spectra corresponding to slightly different energy levels.













fine-structure constant






noun






[Physics]

 a fundamental and dimensionless physical constant, equal to approximately 1/137, that occurs in expressions describing the fine structure of atomic spectra.













fine-tooth comb

 
/ˈˌfīn ˌto͞oTH ˈˌkōm /

 
fine-toothed comb






noun



1.
 
a comb with narrow teeth that are close together.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used with reference to a very thorough search or analysis of something




•
 
you should check the small print 
with a fine-tooth comb

 .



















fine-tune

 
/ˈfīn ˈt(y)o͞on/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make small adjustments to (something) in order to achieve the best or a desired performance




•
 
the advanced angler seeking to fine-tune his angling skills.




















finger

 
/ˈfiNGɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the four slender jointed parts attached to either hand (or five, if the thumb is included)




•
 
she raked her hair back with her fingers.










2.
 
a part of a glove intended to cover a finger.




3.
 
a measure of liquor in a glass, based on the breadth of a finger




•
 
he poured three fingers of vodka into a juice glass.










4.
 
an object that has roughly the long, narrow shape of a finger




•
 
a shortbread finger.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
touch or feel (something) with the fingers




•
 
the thin man fingered his mustache.










2.
 
play (a musical instrument) with the fingers, especially in a tentative or casual manner




•
 
a woman fingered a lute.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 inform on (someone) to the police




•
 
you 
fingered

 me 
for

 those burglaries.










4.
 
(
finger someone for

 )
 — identify or choose someone for (a particular purpose)




•
 
a research biologist with impeccable credentials was fingered for team leader.










5.
 


[Music]

 play (a passage) with a particular sequence of positions of the fingers.

See also fingering
 .




6.
 
mark (music) with signs showing which fingers are to be used.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be all fingers and thumbs








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be clumsy or awkward in one's actions.









2.
 
give someone the finger








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make an obscene gesture with the middle finger raised as a sign of contempt, meaning 'fuck you.'.









3.
 
have a finger in every pie






be involved in a large and varied number of activities or enterprises.









4.
 
have (or keep) one's finger on the pulse






be aware of all the latest news or developments




•
 
he keeps his finger on the pulse of world music.















5.
 
keep one's fingers crossed






see cross
 .









6.
 
lay a finger on someone






touch someone, especially with the intention of harming them.









7.
 
lift a finger






see lift
 .









8.
 
put one's finger on something






identify something exactly




•
 
he cannot put his finger on what has gone wrong.















9.
 
twist (or wind or wrap) someone around one's little finger






see little finger
 .









10.
 
work one's fingers to the bone






see bone
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





fingerless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vinger

 and German 
Finger

 .





fingerboard

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌbôrd/






noun




a flat or roughly flat strip on the neck of a stringed instrument, against which the strings are pressed to shorten the vibrating length and produce notes of higher pitches.













finger bowl

 
/ˈfiNGɡər ˌbōl/






noun




a small bowl holding water for rinsing the fingers during or after a meal.













finger-dry

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌdrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dry and style (hair) by repeatedly running one's fingers through it.













fingered

 
/ˈfiNGɡərd/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having or using a finger or fingers of a specified kind




•
 
her long-fingered hands.










2.
 
(of written music) marked with figures showing what finger is to be used for producing each note.













finger food

 
/ˈfiNGɡər fo͞od/






noun




food served in such a form and style that it can conveniently be eaten with the fingers.














fingering

 
/ˈfiNGɡəriNG/






noun



1.
 
a manner or technique of using the fingers, especially to play a musical instrument




•
 
he once studied keyboard fingering




•
 
the tuning makes some chord fingerings awkward.










2.
 
an indication of fingering in a musical score.













Finger Lakes






a region in central New York that is named for its series of narrow glacial lakes that lie parallel in a North-South orientation. Canandaigua, Keuka, Seneca, and Cayuga lakes are among the better known.









finger-licking

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌlikiNG/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 tasty; delicious




•
 
a finger-licking meal




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
finger-licking good.



















fingerling

 
/ˈfiNGɡərliNG/






noun



1.
 
a small young fish, especially a salmon parr.

[from finger
 (with reference to its transverse dusky bars) + -ling
 .]




2.
 


(US)

 a variety of potato having a pink, yellow, blue or light tan skin and flesh.













fingermark

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌmärk/






noun




a mark left on a surface by a dirty or greasy finger.













fingernail

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌnāl/






noun




the flattish horny part on the upper surface of the tip of each finger.














finger of God

 
finger of fate





I.
 
noun






[Astrology]

 an aspect between three planets where one is quincunx to each of the other two, which are sextile to each other.











– origin

 so named because of the resemblance of the aspect to a pointed finger.





finger paint

 
/ˈfiNGɡər ˌpānt/





I.
 
noun




thick paint designed to be applied with the fingers, used especially by young children.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of children) apply paint with the fingers.








III.
 
derivatives





finger painting

 
/ˈfiNGɡər ˌpān(t)iNG /






noun





















fingerpick

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌpik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (a guitar or similar instrument) using the fingernails or small plectrums worn on the fingertips to pluck the strings




•
 
black southern guitarists were fingerpicking guitars long before white musicians




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he fingerpicked with facility.














II.
 
noun




a plectrum worn on a fingertip.








III.
 
derivatives





fingerpicker






noun





















finger-pointing






noun






‹informal›

 actions or words that bring attention to a particular person or issue.













fingerpost

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌpōst/






noun




a post at a road junction from which signs project in the direction of the place or route indicated.













fingerprint

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌprint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an impression or mark made on a surface by a person's fingertip, especially as used for identifying individuals from the unique pattern of whorls and lines




•
 
the police had his fingerprints on file.










2.
 
a distinctive identifying characteristic




•
 
the faint chemical fingerprint of plastic explosives.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record the fingerprints of (someone)




•
 
I was booked, fingerprinted, and locked up for the night.



















fingerspelling

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌspeliNG/






noun




a form of sign language in which individual letters are formed by the fingers to spell out words.













fingertip

 
/ˈfiNGɡərˌtip/





I.
 
noun




the tip of a finger.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
using or operated by the fingers




•
 
police made a fingertip search of the area




•
 
fingertip electronic controls.










2.
 
reaching to the fingertips




•
 
the silhouette is close to the waist and flared to fingertip length.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one's fingertips






(especially of information) readily available; accessible




•
 
until we have more facts at our fingertips, there is no use in speculating.















2.
 
by one's fingertips






only with difficulty; precariously




•
 
the general was clinging to power by his fingertips.















3.
 
to one's fingertips






completely




•
 
he is a professional to his fingertips.























finger-wagging






noun




the action of reprimanding or warning someone




•
 
the government is unable to resist such finger-wagging




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a finger-wagging speech.



















finger wave






noun




a wave set in wet hair using the fingers.













finial

 
/ˈfinēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive ornament at the apex of a roof, pinnacle, canopy, or similar structure in a building.




2.
 
an ornament at the top, end, or corner of an object




•
 
ornate curtain poles with decorative finials.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fin

 or Latin 
finis

 ‘end.’






finical

 
/ˈfinikəl/





I.
 
adjective




another term for finicky
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
finicality

 
/ˌfiniˈkalitē /






noun













2.
 
finically

 
/ˈfinik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
finicalness

 
/ˈfinikəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (probably originally college slang): probably from fine
 1
 + -ical
 , perhaps suggested by Middle Dutch 
fijnkens

 ‘accurately, neatly, prettily.’





finicking

 
/ˈfinikiNG/





I.
 
adjective




another term for finicky
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from finical
 + -ing
 2
 .






finicky

 
/ˈfinikē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fussy about one's needs or requirements




•
 
a finicky eater.










2.
 
showing or requiring great attention to detail




•
 
a finicky, almost fetishistic collector.














II.
 
derivatives





finickiness

 
/-kēnis /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from finical
 + -y
 1
 .





fining

 
/ˈfīniNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
finings

 )


1.
 
a substance used for clarifying liquid, especially beer or wine.




2.
 
the process of clarifying wine or beer


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fining agent.



















finis

 
/ˈfinis/





I.
 
noun




the end (printed at the end of a book or shown at the end of a film).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.






finish

 
/ˈfiniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (a task or activity) to an end; complete




•
 
they were straining to finish the job




•
 [with 
present participle

 ]
 
we finished eating our meal




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the musician finished to thunderous applause.










2.
 
consume or get through the final amount or portion of (something, especially food or drink)




•
 
finish your fajita while it's still hot




•
 
Jerry 
finished off

 a margarita.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an activity) come to an end




•
 
the war has finished but nothing has changed.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
finish with

 )
 — have no more need for or nothing more to do with




•
 
“I've finished with Tom,” Gloria said.










5.
 
reach the end of a race or other sporting competition, typically in a particular position


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
she finished third in the 3-meter springboard diving.










6.
 
(usu. 
be finished

 )
 — complete the manufacture or decoration of (a material, object, or place) by giving it an attractive surface appearance




•
 
the interior was finished with V-jointed American oak.










7.
 
complete the fattening of (livestock) before slaughter.




8.
 


‹dated›

 prepare (a girl) for entry into fashionable society.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an end or final part or stage of something




•
 
a bowl of raspberries was the perfect finish to the meal




•
 
I really enjoyed the film 
from start to finish

 .










2.
 
a point or place at which a race or competition ends




•
 
he surged into a winning lead 200 meters from the finish.










3.
 
the manner in which the manufacture of an article is completed in detail




•
 
wide variation in specification and finish.










4.
 
the surface appearance of a manufactured material or object, or the material used to produce this




•
 
lightweight nylon with a shiny finish.










5.
 
the final taste impression of a wine or beer




•
 
the wine has a lemony tang on the finish.














III.
 
phrases





a fight to the finish






a fight or contest that ends only with the complete defeat of one of the parties involved.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
finish someone off






kill, destroy, or comprehensively defeat someone.









2.
 
finish up





a.
 
complete an action or process




•
 
he hadn't finished up the paperwork on it.










b.
 
end a period of time or course of action by doing something or being in a particular position




•
 
Tony started out running the back elevator and finished up as bell captain




•
 
we finished up with a plate of meats.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
feniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
fenir

 , from Latin 
finire

 , from 
finis

 ‘end.’





finished

 
/ˈfiniSHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of an action, activity, or piece of work) having been completed or ended




•
 
a preparatory drawing for the finished painting.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) having completed or ended an action or activity




•
 
they'll be finished here in an hour.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — having lost effectiveness, power, or prestige




•
 
he was told he was finished at the club.










4.
 
(of an object or room) having been given a particular decorative surface as the final stage in its manufacture or decoration


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
plastic-finished lining paper.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of livestock) having completed fattening before slaughter




•
 
a reduction in prices for finished cattle.



















finisher

 
/ˈfiniSHər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that finishes something, in particular




2.
 
a person who reaches the end of a race or other sporting competition




•
 
a third-place finisher.










3.
 
(in soccer) a player who scores a goal




•
 
he is one of the best finishers at the club.










4.
 
a worker or machine performing the last operation in a manufacturing process.




5.
 
an animal that has been fattened ready for slaughter


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
finisher pigs.



















finishing school

 
/ˈfiniSHiNG ˌsko͞ol/






noun




a private school where girls are prepared for entry into fashionable society.













finishing touch

 
/ˈfiniSHiNG təCH/






noun

 — (usu. 
finishing touches

 )


1.
 
a final detail or action completing and enhancing a piece of work




•
 
now they're putting the finishing touches to a new album.



















finish line






noun




a line marking the end of a race.














finite

 
/ˈfīnīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having limits or bounds




•
 
every computer has a finite amount of memory.










2.
 
not infinitely small




•
 
one's chance of winning may be small, but it is finite.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb form) having a specific tense, number, and person.

Contrasted with nonfinite
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
finitely

 
/ˈfīˌnītlē /






adverb













2.
 
finiteness

 
/ˈfīˌnītnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
finitus

 ‘finished,’ past participle of 
finire

 (see finish
 ).





finitism

 
/ˈfīnəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 
[Mathematics]

 rejection of the belief that anything can actually be infinite.








II.
 
derivatives





finitist






noun





















finito

 
/fəˈnēdō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 finished




•
 
it's all done—finito.

















– origin

 Italian.





finitude

 
/ˈfinəˌto͞od, ˈfī-/






noun






‹formal›

 the state of having limits or bounds




•
 
one quickly senses the finitude of his patience.



















fink

 
/fiNGk /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unpleasant or contemptible person, in particular




2.
 
a person who informs on people to the authorities




•
 
he was assumed by some to be the management's fink.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a strikebreaker.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
fink on

 )
 — inform on to the authorities




•
 
there was no shortage of people willing to fink on their neighbors.










2.
 
(
fink out

 )
 — fail to do something promised or expected because of a lack of courage or commitment




•
 
administration officials had finked out.










3.
 
cease to function




•
 
your immune system begins finking out and you get sick.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps from German, literally ‘finch,’ but also a pejorative term. Students started to refer to nonmembers of fraternities as 
finks

 , probably by association with the freedom of wild birds as opposed to caged ones. The term was later generalized to denote those not belonging to organizations such as trade unions.





Fink, Mike

 
/fiNGk/






(c.1770–1823), US frontiersman. His exploits as a marksman, Indian scout, trapper, and keelboat man were legendary.









fin keel






noun




a boat's keel shaped like an inverted dorsal fin.














Finland

 
/ˈfinlənd/





I.
 
a country on the Baltic Sea, between Sweden and Russia; pop. 5,250,300 (est. 2009); capital, Helsinki; official languages, Finnish and Swedish.

Finnish name Suomi
 .





The northern third of the country lies within the Arctic Circle. Long an area of Swedish–Russian rivalry, Finland was ceded to Russia in 1809 but became an independent republic after the Russian Revolution of 1917. Wars with the former Soviet Union were fought in 1939–40 and 1941–4. Finland joined the European Union in 1995.





Finland, Gulf of






an arm of the Baltic Sea between Finland and Estonia that extends east to St. Petersburg in Russia.









Finlandization

 
/ˌfinləndiˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the process or result of being obliged for economic reasons to favor, or at least not oppose, the interests of the former Soviet Union despite not being politically allied to it.








II.
 
derivatives





Finlandize

 
/ˈfinlənˌdīz /






verb



















– origin

 1960s: translation of German 
Finnlandisierung

 , referring to the case of Finland after 1944.






Finn

 
/fin/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Finland or a person of Finnish descent.











– origin

 Old English 
Finnas

 (plural), originally applied more widely to denote a people of Scandinavia and northeastern Europe speaking a Finno-Ugric language.





finna

 
/ˈfinə/





I.
 
contraction






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 going to; intending to




•
 
I'm finna make a scene.

















– origin

 alteration of 
fixing to

 (see fix
 ).





finnan

 
/ˈfinən /

 
finnan haddie





I.
 
noun




haddock cured with the smoke of green wood, turf, or peat.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: alteration of 
Findon

 , the name of a fishing village near Aberdeen in Scotland, but sometimes confused with the Scottish river and village of 
Findhorn

 .





finnesko

 
/ˈfinzkō/





I.
 
noun




a boot of tanned reindeer skin with the hair on the outside.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Norwegian 
finnsko

 , from 
Finn

 (see Finn
 ) + 
sko

 (see shoe
 ).





Finnic

 
/ˈfinik/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the group of Finno-Ugric languages that includes Finnish and Estonian.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the group of peoples that includes the Finns and the Estonians.













Finnish

 
/ˈfiniSH/





I.
 
noun




the Finno-Ugric language of the Finns, spoken in Finland and in parts of Russia and Sweden.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Finns or their language.













Finno-Ugric

 
/ˌfinōˈ(y)o͞oɡrik /

 
Finno-Ugrian





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the major group of Uralic languages, whose main branches are Finnic and Ugric.








II.
 
noun




the Finno-Ugric group of languages.













finny

 
/ˈfinē/






adjective






‹literary›

 of, relating to, or resembling a fish




•
 
it transfixes its finny prey.



















fino

 
/ˈfēnō/





I.
 
noun




a light-colored dry sherry.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘fine,’ based on Latin 
finire

 ‘to finish’ (see finish
 ).





finocchio

 
/fəˈnōkēˌō/





I.
 
noun




another term for Florence fennel (see fennel
 ).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, from a popular Latin variant of Latin 
faeniculum

 (see fennel
 ).





fintech

 
/ˈfinˌtek/





I.
 
noun




computer programs and other technology used to support or enable banking and financial services




•
 
fintech is one of the fastest-growing areas for venture capitalists




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
fintech startups.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
financial technology

 (earlier in the names of various companies).






fin whale






noun




another term for finback
 .













fioritura

 
/fēˌôrəˈto͝orə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an embellishment of a melody, especially as improvised by an operatic singer.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘flowering,’ from 
fiorire

 ‘to flower.’





fipple

 
/ˈfipəl/





I.
 
noun




the mouthpiece of a recorder or similar wind instrument that is blown endwise, in which a thin channel cut through a block directs a stream of air against a sharp edge. The term has been applied to various parts of this, including the block and the channel.











– origin

 early 17th cent.





fipple flute






noun




a flute, such as a recorder, played by blowing endwise.













fir

 
/fər/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen coniferous tree with upright cones and flat needle-shaped leaves, typically arranged in two rows. Firs are an important source of timber and resins.

[Genus 
Abies

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : many species.]








II.
 
derivatives





firry






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old Norse 
fyri-

 (recorded in 
fyriskógr

 ‘fir-woods’).






fire

 
/ˈfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
combustion or burning, in which substances combine chemically with oxygen from the air and typically give out bright light, heat, and smoke




•
 
his house was destroyed by fire.










2.
 
one of the four elements in ancient and medieval philosophy and in astrology.




3.
 
a destructive burning of something




•
 
a fire at a hotel.










4.
 
a collection of fuel, especially wood or coal, burned in a controlled way to provide heat or a means for cooking




•
 
our small kettle was kept constantly on the fire.










5.
 
a burning sensation in the body




•
 
the whiskey lit a fire in the back of his throat.










6.
 
fervent or passionate emotion or enthusiasm




•
 
the fire of their religious conviction.










7.
 


‹literary›

 luminosity; glow




•
 
their soft smiles light the air like a star's fire.










8.
 
the shooting of projectiles from weapons, especially bullets from guns




•
 
a burst of machine-gun fire.










9.
 
strong criticism or antagonism




•
 
he directed his fire against policies promoting American capital flight.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge a gun or other weapon in order to explosively propel (a bullet or projectile)




•
 
he fired a shot at the retreating prisoners




•
 
they 
fired off

 a few rounds.










2.
 
discharge (a gun or other weapon)




•
 
another gang fired a pistol




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
troops 
fired on

 crowds.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a gun) be discharged.




4.
 
direct (questions or statements, especially unwelcome ones) toward someone in rapid succession




•
 
they 
fired

 questions 
at

 me for what seemed like ages.










5.
 
(
fire something off

 )
 — send a message aggressively, especially as one of a series




•
 
he fired off a letter informing her that he regarded the matter with the utmost seriousness.










6.
 


‹informal›

 dismiss (an employee) from a job




•
 
having to fire men who've been with me for years




•
 
you're fired!










7.
 
supply (a furnace, engine, boiler, or power station) with fuel.




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an internal combustion engine, or a cylinder in one) undergo ignition of its fuel when started




•
 
the engine fired and she pushed her foot down on the accelerator.










9.
 
(usu. 
fire something up

 )
 — start (an engine or other device)




•
 
with a flick of his wrist he fired up the chainsaw




•
 
she fired up her laptop and checked her email.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 set fire to




•
 
I fired the straw.










11.
 
stimulate or excite (the imagination or an emotion)




•
 
India fired my imagination.










12.
 
fill (someone) with enthusiasm




•
 
in the locker room they were really 
fired up

 .










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fire up

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 show sudden anger




•
 
If I were to hear anyone disparage you, I would fire up in a flash.










14.
 
bake or dry (pottery, bricks, etc.) in a kiln.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
breathe fire






be extremely angry




•
 
I don't want an indignant boyfriend on my doorstep breathing fire.















2.
 
catch fire





a.
 
begin to burn.




b.
 
become interesting or exciting




•
 
the show never caught fire.















3.
 
fire and brimstone






the torments of hell




•
 
his father was preaching fire and brimstone sermons.















4.
 
fire away








‹informal›

 used to give someone permission to begin speaking, typically to ask questions




•
 
“I want to clear up some questions that have been puzzling me.” “Fire away.”















5.
 
fire in the (or one's) belly






a powerful sense of ambition or determination.









6.
 
fire on all cylinders






work or function at a peak level of performance




•
 
neither conductor nor orchestra are really firing on all cylinders.















7.
 
go through fire (and water)






face any peril.









8.
 
light a fire under someone








(N. Amer.)

 stimulate someone to work or act more quickly or enthusiastically.









9.
 
on fire





a.
 
in flames; burning.




b.
 
in a state of excitement




•
 
Wright is now 
on fire with

 confidence.















10.
 
open fire






see open
 .









11.
 
play with fire






see play
 .









12.
 
set fire to

 
set something on fire






cause to burn; ignite.









13.
 
set the world on fire






do something remarkable or sensational




•
 
the film hasn't exactly set the world on fire.















14.
 
take fire








(Brit.)

 start to burn.









15.
 
under fire





a.
 
being shot at




•
 
observers sent to look for the men came under heavy fire.










b.
 
being rigorously criticized




•
 
the president was under fire from all sides.















16.
 
where's the fire?








‹informal›

 used to ask someone why they are in such a hurry or state of excitement.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fireless






adjective













2.
 
firer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fȳr

 (noun), 
fȳrian

 ‘supply with material for a fire’; related to Dutch 
vuur

 and German 
Feuer

 .





fire alarm

 
/ˈfī(ə)r əˈˌlärm/






noun




a device making a loud noise that gives warning of a fire.













fire-and-forget

 
/ˌfī(ə)rənfərˈɡet/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a missile) able to guide itself to its target once fired.













fire ant






noun




a tropical American ant that has a painful and sometimes dangerous sting.

[Genus 
Solenopsis

 , family 
Formicidae

 : several species, in particular the South American 
S. invicta

 , which has become a serious pest in the southeastern US.]













firearm

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌärm/






noun




a rifle, pistol, or other portable gun.













fireback

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbak/






noun



1.
 
the back wall of a fireplace.




2.
 
a metal plate covering the back wall of a fireplace.













fireball

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a ball of flame or fire




•
 
a crashed tanker exploded in a fireball.










2.
 
a large bright meteor.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a ball filled with combustibles or explosives, fired at an enemy or enemy fortifications.




4.
 
a person with a fiery temper or a great deal of energy.













fireballer

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbôlər/





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 a pitcher who throws a good fastball.








II.
 
derivatives





fireballing






adjective





















firebase

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbās/






noun




an area in a war zone in which artillery can be massed to provide heavy firepower in support of other military units.













fire-bellied toad






noun




a warty European aquatic toad, the underside of which is vividly marked in red, orange, yellow, black, and white.

[Genus 
Bombina

 , family 
Discoglossidae

 : in particular 
B. bombina

 .]













fireblight

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌblīt/






noun




a serious bacterial disease of plants of the rose family, especially fruit trees, giving the leaves a scorched appearance.

[The bacterium is 
Erwinia amylovora

 .]













firebomb

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbäm/





I.
 
noun




a bomb designed to cause a fire.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or destroy (something) with a bomb which causes a fire




•
 
he suspects that someone firebombed his business.



















firebox

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbäks/






noun




the chamber of a boiler in which the fuel is burned.













firebrand

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbrand/






noun



1.
 
a person who is passionate about a particular cause, typically inciting change and taking radical action




•
 
a political firebrand.










2.
 
a piece of burning wood.













firebrat

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbrat/






noun




a fast-moving brownish insect, a type of bristletail, that frequents warm places indoors.

[
Thermobia domestica

 , family 
Lepismatidae

 , order 
Thysanura

 .]













firebreak

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbrāk/






noun




an obstacle to the spread of fire, such as a strip of open space in a forest.




•
 
we passed into a conifer forest and followed firebreaks downhill.




•
 
a fire-resistant door designed to be a firebreak.



















firebrick

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbrik/






noun




a brick capable of withstanding intense heat, used especially to line furnaces and fireplaces.













fire brigade






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an organized body of people trained and employed to extinguish fires.













firebug

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌbəɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 an arsonist.













fireclay

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌklā/






noun




clay capable of withstanding high temperatures, chiefly used for making firebricks.













fire company






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for fire department
 .













fire control






noun



1.
 
the process of targeting and firing heavy weapons.




2.
 
the prevention and monitoring of forest fires and grass fires.













fire coral






noun




a colonial corallike hydrozoan, the heavy external skeleton of which forms reefs. The polyps bear nematocysts that can inflict painful stings.

[Genus 
Millepora

 , order 
Hydroida

 (or 
Milleporina

 ), class 
Hydrozoa

 .]













firecracker

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌkrakər/






noun



1.
 
a loud, explosive firework, typically wrapped in paper and lit with a fuse.




2.
 
an outstanding, exciting, or attractive person or thing




•
 
the book was hardly a literary firecracker.



















firecrest

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌkrest/






noun




a small warbler having a red and orange crest and occurring mainly in Europe.

[
Regulus ignicapillus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 .]













firedamp

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌdamp/






noun




methane, especially as forming an explosive mixture with air in coal mines.














fire department






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the department of a local or municipal authority in charge of preventing and fighting fires.














firedog

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌdäɡ/






noun




another term for andiron
 .













fire door

 
/ˈfī(ə)r dô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a fire-resistant door to prevent the spread of fire.




2.
 
a door to the outside of a building used only as an emergency exit.













firedrake

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌdrāk/





I.
 
noun






[Germanic Mythology]

 a fiery dragon.











– origin

 Old English 
fȳr-draca

 , from 
fȳr

 (see fire
 ) + 
draca

 ‘dragon,’ from Latin 
draco

 .





fire drill

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌdril/






noun



1.
 
a practice of the emergency procedures to be used in case of fire.




2.
 
a primitive device for kindling fire by frictional heating, consisting of a pointed stick that is twirled in a hole in a flat piece of soft wood.













fire-eater

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌēdər/






noun



1.
 
an entertainer who appears to eat fire.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a person prone to quarreling or fighting.














fire engine

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˈˌenjən/






noun




a vehicle carrying firefighters and equipment for fighting large fires.













fire escape

 
/ˈfī(ə)r əˈˌskāp/






noun




a staircase or other apparatus used for escaping from a building on fire.














fire extinguisher

 
/ˈfī(ə)r əkˈstiNGɡwiSHər/






noun




a portable device that discharges a jet of water, foam, gas, or other material to extinguish a fire.













firefight

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌfīt/






noun






[Military]

 a battle using guns rather than bombs or other weapons.













firefighter

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌfīdər/






noun




a person whose job is to extinguish fires.













firefighting

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌfīdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of extinguishing fires, as a person's job.




2.
 
(in business) the practice of dealing with problems as they arise rather than planning strategically to avoid them.














firefly

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌflī/






noun




a soft-bodied beetle related to the glowworm, the winged male and flightless female of which both have luminescent organs. The light is chiefly produced as a signal between the sexes, especially in flashes.

[Family 
Lampyridae

 : many species.]













fireguard

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌɡärd/






noun



1.
 
a protective screen or grid placed in front of an open fire.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a firebreak in a forest.













firehall

 
/ˈfīərˌhôl/






noun




a fire station.













fire hose

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌhōz/






noun



1.
 
a large-diameter hose used in extinguishing fires.




2.
 
(usu. 
firehose

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 an unfiltered, real-time stream of data produced by a social media website or other online service




•
 
two companies with access to Twitter's firehose of tweets.



















firehouse

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌhous/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for fire station
 .













fire irons

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˈī(ə)rnz/






plural noun




implements for tending a domestic fire, typically tongs, a poker, and a shovel.













Fire Island






a barrier island on the southern shore of Long Island in New York, the site of numerous small resort communities.









fireless cooker

 
/ˌfī(ə)rləs ˈko͝okər/






noun




an insulated container capable of maintaining a temperature at which food can be cooked.













firelight

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




light from a fire in a fireplace.











– origin

 Old English 
fȳr-lēoht

 (see fire
 , light
 1
 ).





fire line






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a firebreak in a forest.













firelock

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌläk/






noun






‹historical›

 a firearm in which the priming is ignited by sparks.













fireman

 
/ˈfī(ə)rmən/






noun



1.
 
a firefighter.




2.
 
a person who tends a furnace or the fire of a steam engine or steamship; a stoker.




3.
 


(US)

 an enlisted person in the US navy who maintains and operates a ship's machinery.














Firenze

 
/fiˈrentsə/






Italian name of Florence
 .









fire opal






noun




another term for girasol
 (
sense

 1).













firepit

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌpit/






noun




a pit dug into the ground or a freestanding metal vessel, in which a contained outdoor fire is made.













fireplace

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌplās/






noun



1.
 
a place for a domestic fire, especially a grate or hearth at the base of a chimney.




2.
 
a structure surrounding a fireplace.














fireplug

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌpləɡ/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a hydrant for a fire hose.




2.
 


(US)

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a short, stocky person, especially an athlete.













firepower

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌpou(ə)r/






noun




the destructive capacity of guns, missiles, or a military force (used with reference to the number and size of weapons available)




•
 
the enormous disparity in firepower between the two sides




•
 


‹figurative›

 the well-funded legal firepower of the tobacco companies.



















fireproof

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




able to withstand fire or great heat




•
 
a fireproof dish.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) fireproof




•
 
nearby museum buildings will be fireproofed.



















fire-raiser

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌrāzər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an arsonist.








II.
 
derivatives





fire-raising

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌrāziNG /






noun





















fire-resistant






adjective




(especially of a fabric) treated so as to be nonflammable




•
 
homes built with fire-resistant materials.



















fire salamander






noun




a robust short-tailed nocturnal salamander that has black skin with bright red, orange, and yellow markings, native to upland forests of Europe, northwestern Africa, and southwestern Asia.

[
Salamandra salamandra

 , family 
Salamandridae

 .]













fire sale

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌsāl/






noun



1.
 
a sale of goods remaining after the destruction of commercial premises by fire.




2.
 
a sale of goods or assets at a very low price, typically when the seller is facing bankruptcy.













fire screen

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌskrēn/






noun




a screen or grid placed in front of an open fire to deflect the direct heat or to protect against sparks.













fire service

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˈsərvəs/






noun






(Brit.)

 an organization in charge of preventing and fighting fires.













fireship

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌSHip/






noun






‹historical›

 a ship loaded with burning material and explosives and set adrift to ignite and blow up an enemy's ships.













fireside

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌsīd/






noun



1.
 
the area around a fireplace (used especially with reference to a person's home or family life)




•
 
he preferred the warmth of his own fireside.










2.
 


(US)

 a fireside chat.













fireside chat






noun



1.
 
an informal conversation.




2.
 


(US)

 one of a series of radio broadcasts made by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to the nation, beginning in 1933.













fire starter






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a piece of flammable material used to help start a fire.














fire station

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌstāSHən/






noun




a facility where fire engines and other equipment of a fire department are housed.













fire step

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌstep/






noun




a step or ledge on which soldiers in a trench stand to fire.













firestone

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌstōn/






noun




stone that can withstand fire and great heat, used especially for lining furnaces and ovens.













Firestone, Harvey Samuel

 
/ˈfīrˌstōn/






(1868–1938), US industrialist. He organized the Firestone Tire & Rubber Company in 1900 and was its president 1903–32 and chairman 1932–38.









firestorm

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌstô(ə)rm/






noun




an intense and destructive fire (typically one caused by bombing) in which strong currents of air are drawn into the blaze, making it burn more fiercely




•
 
within the firestorm every building was burned to a shell




•
 


‹figurative›

 the incident ignited a firestorm of controversy.




















firethorn

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌTHôrn/






noun




another term for pyracantha
 .













fire tower






noun




a tower, often at a high elevation, that especially in former years was staffed by a lookout for the detection of fires occurring over a wide area.













fire trail






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 a track through forest or bush for use in fighting fires.













firetrap

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌtrap/






noun




a building without proper provision for escape in case of fire.













fire truck

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˌtrək/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for fire engine
 .













fire-walking

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwôkiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of walking barefoot over something such as hot stones or wood ashes, often as part of a traditional ceremony.








II.
 
derivatives





fire-walker






noun





















firewall

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwôl/






noun



1.
 
a wall or partition designed to inhibit or prevent the spread of fire.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a part of a computer system or network that is designed to block unauthorized access while permitting outward communication.




3.
 
another term for Chinese wall
 .













fire warden

 
/ˈfī(ə)r ˈwôrdn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person employed to prevent or extinguish fires, especially in a town, camp, or forest.













firewater

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwôdər ˈfī(ə)rˌwädər/






noun






‹informal›

 strong liquor.













fireweed

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwēd/






noun




a plant that springs up on burned land, especially the pink-flowered 
Epilobium angustifolium

 , a widespread willow herb.













FireWire

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwī(ə)r/






noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a technology that allows high-speed communication and data exchange between a computer and a peripheral or between two computers.













firewood

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwo͝od/






noun




wood burned as fuel.













firework

 
/ˈfī(ə)rˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
a device containing gunpowder and other combustible chemicals that causes a spectacular explosion when ignited, used typically for display or in celebrations




•
 
they were oohing and aahing as if they were watching the fireworks




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a firework display.










2.
 
(
fireworks

 )
 — an outburst of anger or other emotion, or a display of brilliance or energy




•
 
when you put these men together, you're bound to get fireworks.



















firing

 
/ˈfī(ə)riNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of setting fire to something




•
 
the deliberate firing of 600 oil wells.










2.
 
the discharging of a gun or other weapon




•
 
the prolonged firing caused heavy losses




•
 
no missile firings were planned.










3.
 
the dismissal of an employee from a job




•
 
the recent firing of the head of the department.










4.
 
the baking or drying of pottery or bricks in a kiln.













firing line

 
/ˈfī(ə)riNG ˈˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
the line of positions from which gunfire is directed at targets.




2.
 
the front line of troops in a battle.




3.
 
a position where one is subject to criticism or blame because of one's responsibilities or position




•
 
the referee 
in the firing line

 is an experienced official.



















firing pin






noun




a movable pin in a firearm that strikes the primer of a cartridge to set off the charge.













firing squad






noun



1.
 
a group of soldiers detailed to shoot a condemned person.




2.
 


(US)

 a group of soldiers detailed to fire the salute at a military funeral.













firkin

 
/ˈfərkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a small cask used chiefly for liquids, butter, or fish.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a unit of liquid volume equal to half a kilderkin (about 11 gallons or 41 liters).











– origin

 Middle English 
ferdekyn

 , probably from the Middle Dutch diminutive of 
vierde

 ‘fourth’ (a firkin originally contained a quarter of a barrel).





firm1


 
/fərm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a solid, almost unyielding surface or structure




•
 
the bed should be reasonably firm, but not too hard.










2.
 
solidly in place and stable




•
 
no building can stand without firm foundations




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was unable to establish the store on a firm financial footing.










3.
 
having steady but not excessive power or strength




•
 
you need a firm grip on the steering.










4.
 
(of a person, action, or attitude) showing resolute determination and strength of character




•
 
he didn't like being 
firm with

 Larry, but he had to.










5.
 
strongly felt and unlikely to change




•
 
he retains a firm belief in the efficacy of prayer.










6.
 
(of a person) steadfast and constant




•
 
we became firm friends.










7.
 
decided upon and fixed or definite




•
 
she had no firm plans for the next day.










8.
 
(of a currency, a commodity, or shares) having a steady value or price that is more likely to rise than fall




•
 
the dollar was 
firm against

 the yen.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) physically solid or resilient




•
 
an exercise program designed to 
firm up

 muscle tone.










2.
 
fix (a plant) securely in the soil.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a price) rise slightly to reach a level considered secure




•
 
he believed house prices would firm by the end of the year.










4.
 
make (an agreement or plan) explicit and definite




•
 
archaeologists have now 
firmed up

 this new view.














III.
 
adverb




in a resolute and determined manner




•
 
she will 
stand firm

 against the government's proposal.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on firm ground






be sure of one's facts or secure in one's position, especially in a discussion.









2.
 
a firm hand






strict discipline or control.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ferme

 , from Latin 
firmus

 .






firm2


 
/fərm/





I.
 
noun




a business concern, especially one involving a partnership of two or more people




•
 
a law firm.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
firma

 , from medieval Latin, from Latin 
firmare

 ‘fix, settle’ (in late Latin ‘confirm by signature’), from 
firmus

 ‘firm’; compare with farm
 . The word originally denoted one's autograph or signature; later (mid 18th cent.) the name under which the business of a firm was transacted, hence the firm itself (late 18th cent).





firmament

 
/ˈfərməmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 the heavens or the sky, especially when regarded as a tangible thing.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a sphere or world viewed as a collection of people




•
 
one of the great 
stars in the

 American golfing 
firmament

 .














II.
 
derivatives





firmamental

 
/ˌfərməˈmen(t)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
firmamentum

 , from 
firmare

 ‘fix, settle.’





firman

 
/ˈfərmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Near Eastern sovereign's edict.




2.
 
a grant or permit.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Persian 
firmān

 , Sanskrit 
pramāṇa

 ‘right measure, standard, authority.’





firmly

 
/ˈfərmlē/






adverb



1.
 
with little possibility of movement; securely




•
 
the door remained firmly shut




•
 


‹figurative›

 his work is rooted firmly in Chinese culture.










2.
 
in a way that uses steady power or strength




•
 
I had her wrist grasped firmly in my hand




•
 
stop the bleeding by pressing firmly.










3.
 
with resolute determination and strength of character




•
 
the council is firmly committed to raising standards in education.










4.
 
without doubt; definitely




•
 
I firmly believe that we could do better




•
 
his reputation is now firmly established.



















firmness

 
/ˈfərmnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of having a solid, almost unyielding surface or structure




•
 
he tested the firmness of the mattress




•
 
I felt the firmness of his upper arm.










2.
 
the application of steady but not excessive power or strength




•
 
the firmness of his hand on my chest




•
 
he sang with a wonderful firmness of tone.










3.
 
resolute determination and strength of character




•
 
his firmness of purpose gained him a devoted following.










4.
 
the state of being fixed, definite, or constant




•
 
so certain were we of the firmness of our plan




•
 
the continuing firmness of oil prices.



















firmware

 
/ˈfərmwer/






noun






[Computing]

 permanent software programmed into a read-only memory.














firn

 
/firn/





I.
 
noun




granular snow, especially on the upper part of a glacier, where it has not yet been compressed into ice.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from Old High German 
firni

 ‘old’; related to Swedish 
forn

 ‘former.’






first

 
/fərst/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
coming before all others in time or order; earliest; 1st




•
 
his first wife




•
 
the first of five daughters.










2.
 
never previously done or occurring




•
 
her first day at school.










3.
 
coming next after a specified or implied time or occurrence




•
 
I didn't take the first bus.










4.
 
met with or encountered before any others




•
 
the first house I came to.










5.
 
originally




•
 
many valuable drugs have been recognized first as poisons.










6.
 
before doing something else specified or implied




•
 
do you mind if I take a shower first?










7.
 
for the first time




•
 
she first picked up a guitar out of sheer boredom.










8.
 
firstly; in the first place (used to introduce a first point or reason)




•
 
first, it is wrong that the victims should have no remedy.










9.
 
in preference; rather (used when strongly rejecting a suggestion or possibility)




•
 
she longed to go abroad, but not at this man's expense—she'd die first!










10.
 
with a specified part or person in a leading position




•
 
it plunged nose first into the river.










11.
 


‹informal›

 the first occurrence of something notable




•
 
we traveled by air, a first for both of us.










12.
 
the first in a sequence of a vehicle's gears




•
 
he stuck the car in first and revved.










13.
 


[Baseball]

 first base




•
 
he made it all the way home from first.










14.
 
the first grade of a school.




15.
 
a first edition of a book.




16.
 
foremost in position, rank, or importance




•
 
the doctor's first duty is to respect this right




•
 
career women who 
put

 work 
first






•
 
football must 
come first

 .










17.
 
[often with 
infinitive

 ]
 — the most likely, pressing, or suitable




•
 
he is the first to admit he was not the best of patients




•
 
his first problem is where to live.










18.
 
the first finisher or position in a race or competition.




19.
 


[Music]

 performing the highest or chief of two or more parts for the same instrument or voice




•
 
the first violins.










20.
 
(
firsts

 )
 — goods of the best quality




•
 
factory firsts, seconds, and discontinued styles.










21.
 


(Brit.)

 a place in the top grade in an examination, especially that for a degree




•
 
he took a first in Classics.










22.
 


(Brit.)

 a person having achieved a top grade in an examination.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at first






at the beginning; in the initial stage or stages




•
 
at first Hugh tried to be patient.















2.
 
at first glance






see glance
 1
 .









3.
 
at first hand






see firsthand
 .









4.
 
at first instance






see instance
 .









5.
 
at first sight






see sight
 .









6.
 
(the) first among equals






see equal
 .









7.
 
first blood






see blood
 .









8.
 
first come, first served






used to indicate that people will be dealt with in the order in which they arrive or apply




•
 
tickets are available on a first come, first served basis.















9.
 
first and foremost






most importantly; more than anything else




•
 
I'm first and foremost a writer.















10.
 
first and last






fundamentally; on the whole




•
 
museums are first and last about curatorship.















11.
 
first of all





a.
 
before doing anything else; at the beginning




•
 
first of all, let me ask you something.










b.
 
most importantly




•
 
German unity depends first of all on the German people.















12.
 
first off








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 as a first point; first of all




•
 
first off, I owe you a heck of an apology.















13.
 
first past the post





a.
 
(of a contestant, especially a horse, in a race) winning a race by being the first to reach the finish line.




b.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 denoting an electoral system in which a candidate or party is selected by achievement of a simple majority




•
 
our first-past-the-post electoral system.















14.
 
first thing






early in the morning; before anything else




•
 
I have to meet Josh first thing tomorrow.















15.
 
first things first






used to assert that important matters should be dealt with before other things.









16.
 
from the (very) first






from the beginning or the early stages




•
 
he should have realized it from the first.















17.
 
from first to last






from beginning to end; throughout




•
 
it's a fine performance that commands attention from first to last.















18.
 
in the first place





a.
 
as the first consideration or point




•
 
political reality was not quite that simple—in the first place, divisions existed within the parties.










b.
 
at the beginning; to begin with (especially in reference to the time when an action was being planned or discussed)




•
 
I should have told you in the first place.















19.
 
of the first order (or magnitude)






used to denote something that is excellent or considerable of its kind




•
 
it is a media event of the first order.















20.
 
of the first water






see water
 .















– origin

 Old English
fyr(e)st

 ; of Germanic origin, related to Old Norse 
fyrstr

 and German 
Fürst

 ‘prince,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
prathama

 , Latin 
primus

 , and Greek 
prōtos

 . / 
usage:

 
First

 , 
second

 , 
third

 , etc., are adverbs as well as adjectives: first, dice three potatoes; second, add the bouillon. 
Firstly

 , 
secondly

 , etc., are also correct, but make sure not to mix the two groups: first, second, third; not first, secondly, thirdly. See also usage at former
 1
 .





first aid

 
/ˌfərst ˈād/





I.
 
noun




help given to a sick or injured person until full medical treatment is available




•
 
an expert in emergency first aid




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a first-aid kit.














II.
 
derivatives





first aider

 
/ˌfərst ˈādər /






noun





















first base






noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 the first of the four stations that must be reached in turn to score a run




•
 
she made an awkward turn at first base and injured her right ankle.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to the first step toward achieving an objective




•
 
some of the projects will not 
get past first base

 .










3.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to a preliminary stage of sexual intimacy, typically characterized as kissing




•
 
Clara had let me 
get to first base

 a few times.



















firstborn

 
/ˈfərs(t)bôrn/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's child) the first to be born; the eldest




•
 
his new album and his firstborn child are due in the same week.














II.
 
noun




a person's first child




•
 
their firstborn arrived.



















First Cause






noun






[Philosophy]

 a supposed ultimate cause of all events, which does not itself have a cause, identified with God.













first class

 
/ˈˌfərs(t) ˈklas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of people or things grouped together as the best.




2.
 
the best and most expensive seating or accommodations in a plane, train, or ship




•
 
a seat in first class.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 the highest division in the results of the examinations for a university degree.








II.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
of the best quality


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a full-scale grand opera needs a first-class orchestra.










2.
 
of or relating to the best seating or accommodations in a train, ship, or plane


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
first-class air transportation




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
you can travel first class on any train.










3.
 
of or relating to a class of mail given priority


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
first-class mail




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
send it first class.










4.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 of or relating to the highest division in a university examination




•
 
a first-class honors degree.



















First Consul






the title held by Napoleon Bonaparte from 1799 to 1804, when he became Emperor of France.









first cost






noun




another term for prime cost
 .













first-day cover

 
first day cover






noun




an envelope bearing a stamp or stamps postmarked on their day of issue.














first-degree






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting burns that affect only the surface of the skin and cause reddening.




2.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting the most serious category of a crime, especially murder




•
 
he was convicted of 
first-degree murder

 .



















first-degree relative






noun






[Law]

 a person's parent, sibling, or child.













first down






noun






[Football]

 a gain of ten yards or more in field position during a series of downs, permitting the offensive team to attempt another series of downs.













First Empire






the period of the reign of Napoleon I as emperor of the French (1804–15).









first family






noun



1.
 
a family considered to rank first in social prestige or pedigree in a particular place.




2.
 
the family of the president of the US or of the governor of a US state, or of the chief executive of another political unit.













first finger






noun




the finger next to the thumb; the forefinger; the index finger.













first floor

 
/ˈˌfərs(t) ˈflô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the ground floor of a building.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the floor of a building just above the ground floor.













first-foot





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the first person to cross the threshold of the house of (someone) in the New Year, in accordance with a Scottish custom.








II.
 
noun




the first person to cross a threshold in the New Year.








III.
 
derivatives





first-footer

 
/ˈfo͝otər /






noun





















first fruits

 
/ˈˌfərs(t) ˈfro͞ots/






plural noun



1.
 
the first agricultural produce of a season, especially when given as an offering to God.




2.
 
the initial results of an enterprise or endeavor




•
 
the first fruits of the companies' collaboration.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a payment to a superior by the new holder of an office.













first gear






noun



1.
 
the lowest in a set of gears on a vehicle, used when traveling very slowly.




2.
 
used in reference to a failure to make progress




•
 
in a scrappy first half, neither team seemed to 
get out of first gear

 .



















first-generation

 
//






adjective



1.
 
designating the first of a generation to become a citizen in a new country.




2.
 
designating the first of a generation to be born in a country of parents who had immigrated




•
 
a first-generation Canadian whose parents were born on a farm in Vietnam.










3.
 
designating the first version of a type made available




•
 
first-generation descrambler technology.



















first grade






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the first year of formal education




•
 
we had been friends since first grade.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the set of students grouped together for teaching in the first year of formal education




•
 
every kid in the first grade will receive a card.




















firsthand

 
/ˌfərstˈhand/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of information or experience) from the original source or personal experience; direct


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
neither of them had any firsthand knowledge of Andean culture




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
this is something you have to hear firsthand.














II.
 
phrases





at first hand






directly or from personal experience




•
 
scientists observed the process at first hand.
























first intention






noun






[Medicine]

 the healing of a wound by natural contact of the parts involved




•
 
healing 
by first intention

 .







Compare with second intention
 .













First International






see international
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).









First Lady

 
/fərst ˈlādē/






noun



1.
 
the wife of the president of the US or other head of state.




2.
 
(usu. 
first lady

 )
 — the leading woman in a particular activity or profession




•
 
the first lady of rock.



















first language

 
/fərst ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun




a person's native language.














first lieutenant






noun




a commissioned officer in the US Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps ranking above second lieutenant and below captain.













first light

 
/ˌfərst ˈlīt/






noun




the time when light first appears in the morning; dawn




•
 
you are to set off at first light.



















first-line






adjective




of first resort




•
 
first-line drugs for HIV exposure.



















firstling

 
/ˈfərstliNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
firstlings

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 the first agricultural produce or animal offspring of a season.













firstly

 
/ˈfərstlē/





I.
 
adverb




used to introduce a first point or reason




•
 
firstly it is wrong and secondly it is extremely difficult to implement.

















usage:

 See usage at first
 .






first mate

 
/ˈˌfərs(t) ˈmāt/






noun




the deck officer second in command to the master of a merchant ship.













first minister






noun




the leader of the ruling political party in some regions or countries.














first name

 
/ˈfərs(t) ˈˌnām/





I.
 
noun




a personal name given to someone at birth or baptism and used before a family name.








II.
 
phrases





on a first-name basis






having a friendly and informal relationship




•
 
an amateur ecologist who is on a first-name basis with most reptiles.























First Nation






noun




(in Canada) an indigenous American Indian community officially recognized as an administrative unit by the federal government or functioning as such without official status.




•
 
the Siksika First Nation in Alberta.




•
 (as 
modifier

 
First Nations

 )
 
the First Nations peoples of Canada.



















first night

 
/ˈfərs(t) ˈnīt/






noun




the first public performance of a play or show


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
first-night nerves.



















first-nighter

 
/ˌfərstˈnīdər/






noun




a person who attends a first night.













first offender

 
/ˈˌfərst əˈfendər/






noun




a person who is convicted of a criminal offense for the first time.













first officer






noun



1.
 
the first mate on a merchant ship.




2.
 
the second in command to the captain on an aircraft.













first-order

 
/ˈfərstˌôrdər/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the simplest or most fundamental level of organization, experience, or analysis; primary or immediate




•
 
for a teacher, of course, drama must be a first-order experience.










2.
 


‹technical›

 having an order of one, especially denoting mathematical equations involving only the first power of the independent variable or only the first derivative of a function.














first-person shooter






noun




a type of video game whose gameplay involves shooting enemies and other targets and in which a player views the action as though through the eyes of the character they are controlling




•
 
blast through hordes of aliens in this sci-fi first-person shooter




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
first-person shooter games.



















first position






noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a posture in which the feet are turned outward with the heels touching.




2.
 
a position of the arms in which both are held curved in front of the body at waist level, with the palms facing the body.




3.
 


[Music]

 the lowest position of the hand on the fingerboard of a stringed instrument.













first principles






plural noun




the fundamental concepts or assumptions on which a theory, system, or method is based




•
 
I think we have to start again and go right back to first principles.



















first-rate

 
/ˈˌfərst ˈˌrāt/






adjective



1.
 
of the best class or quality; excellent




•
 
first-rate musicians.










2.
 
in good health or condition; very well




•
 
I think you look first-rate.



















first reading






noun




(in the UK) the first presentation of a bill to Parliament, to permit its introduction.














first refusal






noun




the privilege of deciding whether to accept or reject something before it is offered to others




•
 
tenants have a 
right of first refusal

 if the landlord proposes to sell the property.



















First Republic






the republican regime in France from the abolition of the monarchy in 1792 until Napoleon's accession as emperor in 1804.









first responder






noun






(N. Amer.)

 someone designated or trained to respond to an emergency.













first sergeant






noun




(in the US Army or Marine Corps) the highest-ranking noncommissioned officer in a company or equivalent unit.













First State






a nickname for the state of Delaware
 1
 .









first strike






noun




an attack with nuclear weapons designed to destroy the enemy's nuclear weapons before their use.













first string






noun



1.
 


[Sports]

 the best players on a team, the ones that normally play the most.




2.
 


[Sports]

 the best or most talented individuals in any endeavor.













first-time buyer






noun




a person buying a house or condominium who has not previously owned a home and therefore has no property to sell.













First World

 
/ˌfərst ˈwərld/






noun




the industrialized capitalist countries of western Europe, North America, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand.

Compare with Second World
 and Third World
 .













First World problem






noun






‹informal›

 a relatively trivial or minor problem or frustration (implying a contrast with serious problems such as those that may be experienced in the developing world)




•
 
it's a First World problem, but still if you're staying at a 5-star resort you expect some decent service.



















First World War






another term for World War I
 .










firth

 
/fərTH/





I.
 
noun




a narrow inlet of the sea; an estuary.











– origin

 Middle English (originally Scots), from Old Norse 
fjǫrthr

 (see fjord
 ).





Firth, J. R.

 
/fərTH/






(1890–1960), English linguist; full name 
John Rupert Firth

 . Firth was noted for his contributions to linguistic semantics and prosodic phonology.










fisc

 
/fisk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Roman History]

 the public treasury of Rome or the emperor's privy purse.




2.
 


[Roman History]

 
‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a public treasury or exchequer.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
fiscus

 ‘rush basket, purse, treasury.’





fiscal

 
/ˈfisk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to government revenue, especially taxes




•
 
monetary and fiscal policy.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of or relating to financial matters




•
 
the domestic fiscal crisis.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 used to denote a fiscal year




•
 
the budget deficit for fiscal 1996.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a legal or treasury official in some countries.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
fiscalis

 , from 
fiscus

 ‘purse, treasury’ (see fisc
 ).





fiscal cliff






noun




a situation in which a particular set of financial factors causes or threatens sudden and severe economic decline




•
 
the massive new spending program threatens to send our nation over a fiscal cliff, leading to even higher taxes and fewer jobs.



















fiscally

 
/ˈfiskəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to government revenue, especially taxes




•
 
I wouldn't call any of our party leaders fiscally conservative.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in a way that relates to financial matters




•
 
one of the nation's most fiscally challenged states.




















fiscal year

 
/ˈfiskəl yi(ə)r /

 

‹N. Amer.›







noun




a year as reckoned for taxing or accounting purposes




•
 
the firm is expected to turn a profit for its fiscal year ending April 30.



















Fischer, Bobby

 
/ˈfiSHər/






(1943–2008), US chess player; full name 
Robert James Fischer

 . He defeated Boris Spassky in 1972 to become the world champion, a title he held until 1975.









Fischer, Emil Hermann






(1852–1919), German organic chemist. He studied the structure of sugars, other carbohydrates, and purines and synthesized many of them. He also confirmed that peptides and proteins consist of chains of amino acids. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1902).









Fischer, Hans






(1881–1945), German organic chemist. He determined the structure of the porphyrin group of many natural pigments. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1930).










fish1


 
/fiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a limbless cold-blooded vertebrate animal with gills and fins and living wholly in water




•
 
the sea is thick with fish.










2.
 
the flesh of fish as food




•
 
hot crab appetizers stuffed with fish.










3.
 
(
the Fish

 or 
Fishes

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Pisces.




4.
 
used in names of invertebrate animals living wholly in water, e.g., 
cuttlefish

 , 
shellfish

 , 
jellyfish

 .




5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who is strange in a specified way




•
 
he is generally thought to be a bit of a 
cold fish

 .










6.
 


‹informal›

 a torpedo.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch or try to catch fish, typically by using a net or hook and line




•
 
he was 
fishing for

 bluefish




•
 
I've told the girls we've 
gone fishing

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — catch or try to catch fish in (a particular body of water)




•
 
they did fish the mountain streams when game grew scarce.










3.
 
search, typically by groping or feeling for something concealed




•
 
he fished for his registration certificate and held it up to the policeman's flashlight.










4.
 
try subtly or deviously to elicit a response or some information from someone




•
 
I was not 
fishing for compliments

 .










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
fish something out

 )
 — pull or take something out of water or a container




•
 
the body of a woman had been fished out of the river.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a big fish






an important or influential person




•
 
he became a big fish in the world of politics.















2.
 
a big fish in a small (or little) pond






a person seen as important and influential only within the limited scope of a small organization or group.









3.
 
drink like a fish






drink excessive amounts of alcohol.









4.
 
fish or cut bait






see bait
 .









5.
 
a fish out of water






a person in a completely unsuitable environment or situation.









6.
 
fished out






depleted of fish




•
 
the grayling here have hardly been fished out.















7.
 
have other (or bigger) fish to fry






have other (or more important) matters to attend to.









8.
 
like shooting fish in a barrel






extremely easy




•
 
picking cultivated berries is like shooting fish in a barrel.















9.
 
neither fish nor fowl (nor good red herring)






of indefinite character and difficult to identify or classify.









10.
 
there are plenty more fish in the sea






used to console someone whose romantic relationship has ended by pointing out that there are many other people with whom they may have a successful relationship in the future.












IV.
 
derivatives





fishlike






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fisc

 (as a noun denoting any animal living exclusively in water), 
fiscian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vis

 , 
vissen

 and German 
Fisch

 , 
fischen

 . / 
usage:

 The normal plural of 
fish

 is 
fish

 (a shoal of 
fish

 ; he caught two huge 
fish

 ). The older form 
fishes

 is still used, but almost exclusively when referring to different kinds of fish (freshwater 
fishes

 of the Great Lakes).





fish2


 
/fiSH/





I.
 
noun




a flat plate of metal, wood, or another material that is fixed on a beam or across a joint in order to give additional strength, especially on a ship's damaged mast or spar as a temporary repair.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mend or strengthen (a beam, joint, mast, etc.) with a fish.




2.
 
join (rails in a railroad track) with a fishplate.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from French 
fiche

 , from 
ficher

 ‘to fix,’ based on Latin 
figere

 .





Fish, Hamilton

 
/fiSH/






(1808–93), US politician. A Republican, he held many political offices, including governor of New York 1849–50, US senator 1851–57, and US secretary of state 1869–77.









fish and chips

 
//






noun




a dish of fried fish fillets served with French fries.













fishbowl

 
/ˈfiSHˌbōl/






noun



1.
 
a round glass bowl for keeping pet fish in.




2.
 
a place open to public view and criticism




•
 
there was no privacy in his office; it was a fishbowl.



















fishcake

 
/ˈfiSHkāk/






noun




a patty of shredded fish and mashed potato, typically coated in batter or breadcrumbs and fried.













fish eagle






noun




an eagle that catches and feeds on fish.

[Genus 
Haliaetus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : two or three species, in particular the white-headed 
African fish eagle

 (
H. vocifer

 ).]













fisher

 
/ˈfiSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who catches fish for a living or for sport




•
 
he was an enthusiastic fisher and hunter




•
 
an experienced trout fisher will be on hand to guide and advise.










2.
 
a large brown marten valued for its fur, found in North American woodland where it frequently preys on porcupines.

Also called pekan
 . [
Martes pennanti

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
fiscere

 ‘fisherman,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
visser

 and German 
Fischer

 , also to fish
 1
 .





Fisher, St. John

 
/ˈfiSHər/






(1469–1535), English cleric. In 1504, he became bishop of Rochester and earned the disfavor of Henry VIII by opposing his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. When he refused to accept the king as supreme head of the English church, he was condemned to death. Feast day, June 22.









fisherfolk

 
/ˈfiSHərˌfōk/






plural noun




people who catch fish for a living.













fisherman

 
/ˈfiSHərmən/






noun



1.
 
a person who catches fish for a living or for sport.




2.
 
a fishing boat.













fisherman knit

 
fisherman's knit






noun




a type of thick ribbed knitting.













fisherman's bend






noun




a knot tied by making a full turn around something (typically the ring of an anchor), a half hitch through the turn, and a half hitch around the standing part of the rope.













fisherwoman

 
/ˈfiSHərˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman who catches fish, especially for a living.













fishery

 
/ˈfiSHərē/






noun



1.
 
a place where fish are reared for commercial purposes.




2.
 
a fishing ground or area where fish are caught.




3.
 
the occupation or industry of catching or rearing fish.













fisheye

 
/ˈfiSHˌī/






noun



1.
 
(also 
fisheye lens

 )
 — a wide-angle lens with a field of vision covering up to 180°, the scale being reduced toward the edges.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a suspicious or unfriendly look




•
 
Wally gave him the fisheye.



















fish farm

 
/ˈfiSH ˌfärm/





I.
 
noun




a place where fish are artificially bred or cultivated, e.g., for food, to restock lakes for angling, or to supply aquariums.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fish farmer






noun













2.
 
fish farming






noun





















fish finger

 
/ˈfiSH ˈˌfiNGɡər/






noun




British term for fish stick
 .














fish hawk






noun




another term for osprey
 .













fishhook

 
/ˈfiSHˌho͝ok/






noun




see hook
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













fishing

 
/ˈfiSHiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity of catching fish, either for food or as a sport.








II.
 
phrases





fishing expedition






a search or investigation undertaken with the hope, though not the stated purpose, of discovering information




•
 
they worried about an FBI fishing expedition.























fishing cat






noun




a small wild cat found in wetland habitats in India and Southeast Asia, having a light brown coat with dark spots, a ringed tail, and slightly webbed paws.

[
Felis viverrina

 , family 
Felidae

 .]













fishing fly






noun




a natural or artificial flying insect used as bait in fishing.













fishing line

 
/ˈfiSHiNG ˌlīn/






noun




a long thread of silk or nylon attached to a baited hook, sometimes with a sinker or float, and used for catching fish.













fishing pole






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fishing rod, especially a simple one with no reel.













fishing reel






noun




a device for winding and unwinding fishing line, designed to be attached to a fishing rod.













fishing rod

 
/ˈfiSHiNG ˌräd/






noun




a long, tapering rod to which a fishing line is attached, typically on a reel.













fish knife






noun




a blunt knife with a broad blade for dressing, serving or eating fish.














fish ladder

 
/fiSH ˈladər/






noun




a series of pools built like steps to enable fish to bypass a dam or waterfall.













fish louse






noun




an aquatic crustacean that is a parasite of fish, typically attached to the skin or gills.

[● a free-swimming crustacean with a shieldlike carapace and a pair of suckers (class 
Branchiura

 : several genera, in particular 
Argulus

 ). ● an elongated crustacean that becomes permanently attached to the host and typically highly modified (class 
Copepoda

 : several orders and numerous species).]













fish meal

 
fishmeal






noun




ground dried fish used as fertilizer or animal feed.













fishmonger

 
/ˈfiSHˌməNGɡər ˈfiSHˌmäNGɡər/






noun




a person or store that sells fish for food.













fishnet

 
/ˈfiSHˌnet/






noun




a fabric with an open mesh resembling a fishing net


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
black fishnet stockings.



















fish pedicure






noun




a cosmetic treatment in which one places one's feet in a tank containing small fish that nibble away dead or calloused skin on the feet.













fishplate

 
/ˈfiSHˌplāt/






noun



1.
 
a flat piece of metal used to connect adjacent rails in a railroad track.




2.
 
a flat piece of metal with ends like a fish's tail, used to position masonry.













fishpond

 
/ˈfiSHˌpänd/






noun



1.
 
a pond in which live fish are kept.




2.
 
an attraction at a fair where contestants use a rod and line to attempt to extract a prize, or a token representing a prize, from a pool or other enclosure.














fish sauce






noun




a Thai and Vietnamese sauce used as a flavoring or condiment, prepared from fermented anchovies and salt.














fish stick

 
//






noun




a small, oblong piece of fish fillet, usually breaded and fried.













fish store

 
fish shop






noun




a store that sells fish for food




•
 
the best fish stores in Toronto deal in an abundant array of offshore delicacies




•
 
most cannot afford to buy snapper in fish shops or supermarkets.



















fish story






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an incredible or far-fetched story.













fishtail

 
/ˈfiSHˌtāl/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an object that is forked like a fish's tail




•
 
carved detail including fishtail terminals on the banisters.










2.
 
an uncontrolled sideways movement of the back of a motor vehicle




•
 
he hit the brakes, sending the car into a fishtail that carried him across the street.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


1.
 
(of a vehicle) make a fishtail movement




•
 
the vehicle fishtailed from one side of the road to the other.



















fishway

 
/ˈfiSHˌwā/






noun




another term for fish ladder
 .













fishwife

 
/ˈfiSHˌwīf/






noun



1.
 
a coarse-mannered woman who is prone to shouting.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a woman who sells fish.













fishy

 
/ˈfiSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling fish or a fish




•
 
a fishy smell.










2.
 


‹informal›

 arousing feelings of doubt or suspicion




•
 
I'm convinced there is something fishy going on.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fishily

 
/ˈfiSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fishiness






noun





















Fisk, James

 
/fisk/






(1834–72), US financier; known as 
Big Jim

 . He made his fortune in the stock manipulation that ruined the Erie Railroad, and with Jay Gould he engineered events that involved the US treasury in the scandalous Black Friday attempt to corner the gold market in 1869.










fissile

 
/ˈfisəl ˈfiˌsīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an atom or element) able to undergo nuclear fission




•
 
a fissile isotope.










2.
 
(chiefly of rock) easily split




•
 
flat-bedded and very highly fissile shale.














II.
 
derivatives





fissility

 
/fiˈsilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘easily split’): from Latin 
fissilis

 , from 
fiss-

 ‘split, cracked,’ from the verb 
findere

 .





fission

 
/ˈfiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of dividing or splitting something into two or more parts




•
 
the party dissolved into fission and acrimony.










2.
 
short for nuclear fission
 .




3.
 


[Biology]

 reproduction by means of a cell or organism dividing into two or more new cells or organisms




•
 
bacteria divide by transverse 
binary fission

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of atoms) undergo fission




•
 
these heavy nuclei can also fission.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
fissio(n-)

 , from 
findere

 ‘to split.’





fissionable

 
/ˈfiSH(ə)nəbəl/






adjective




another term for fissile
 .













fission bomb






noun




another term for atom bomb
 .













fission-track dating






noun






[Geology]

 a technique for establishing the age of a mineral sample from its uranium content. It involves microscopically counting tracks produced by uranium fission fragments and then establishing the existing concentration of uranium by counting again after irradiating the sample with neutrons.













fissiparous

 
/fiˈsipərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
inclined to cause or undergo division into separate parts or groups




•
 
She was unsuccessful in holding a fissiparous membership together.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of an organism) reproducing by fission




•
 
small fissiparous worms.














II.
 
derivatives





fissiparousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
fissus

 , past participle of 
findere

 ‘split,’ on the pattern of 
viviparous

 .





fissure

 
/ˈfiSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow opening or line of breakage made by cracking or splitting, especially in rock or earth.




2.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 a long narrow opening in the form of a crack or groove, e.g., any of the spaces separating convolutions of the brain.




3.
 
a state of incompatibility or disagreement




•
 
the fissure between private sector business and the newly expanding public sector.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
fissured

 )


1.
 
split or crack (something) to form a long narrow opening




•
 
the skin becomes dry, fissured, and cracked.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
fissura

 , from 
findere

 ‘to split.’






fist

 
/fist/





I.
 
noun




a person's hand when the fingers are bent in toward the palm and held there tightly, typically in order to strike a blow or grasp something.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit with or as with the fists or a fist




•
 
a fastball he fisted into left field.










2.
 
(also 
fist-fuck

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 penetrate (a person's anus or vagina) with one's fist.








III.
 
phrases





make a —— fist of (or at)








‹informal›

 do something to the specified degree of success




•
 
I think he's made a good fist of it.


















IV.
 
derivatives





fisted






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
bare-fisted

























– origin

 Old English 
fȳst

 ; related to Dutch 
vuist

 and German 
Faust

 .





fist bump

 

‹informal chiefly US›






I.
 
noun




a gesture of greeting or affirmation in which two people lightly tap each other's clenched fist




•
 
El Duque walked in and traded a fist bump with his catcher.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
greet (someone) by lightly tapping their clenched fist with one's own




•
 
politicians were soon fist-bumping one another on TV chat shows




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
two lawyers walked into the hall and fist-bumped before getting on the elevator.



















fistfight

 
/ˈfistfīt/






noun




a fight with bare fists.













fistful

 
/ˈfis(t)fo͝ol/






noun




as much as a person can hold in their clenched hand




•
 
the man took a fistful of cash from the drawer




•
 
he grabbed fistfuls of my hair and tugged at it.



















fistic

 
/ˈfistik/






adjective




of or relating to boxing; pugilistic.













fisticuffs

 
/ˈfistiˌkəfs/





I.
 
plural noun




fighting with the fists.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from obsolete 
fisty

 ‘relating to the fists or to fistfighting’ + cuff
 2
 .





fist pump

 

‹informal chiefly US›






I.
 
noun




a gesture of triumph or affirmation in which the forearm is raised with fist clenched, then swung downward toward the body in a vigorous pumping motion




•
 
his 25-foot birdie was greeted with fist pumps and high fives.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swing one's clenched fist and raised forearm downward toward the body in a vigorous pumping motion as a gesture of triumph or affirmation




•
 
"Yes!" Rachel yelped and fist-pumped from behind her laptop




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
if that were the case, we'd be fist-pumping the air in delight.



















fistula

 
/ˈfisCH(ə)lə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal or surgically made passage between a hollow or tubular organ and the body surface, or between two hollow or tubular organs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fistular

 
/ˈfisCHələr /






adjective













2.
 
fistulous

 
/-ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘pipe, flute, fistula.’ Compare with fester
 .






fit1


 
/fit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a thing) of a suitable quality, standard, or type to meet the required purpose




•
 
the meat is 
fit for

 human consumption




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
is the water clean and fit to drink?










2.
 
(of a person) having the requisite qualities or skills to undertake something competently




•
 
he felt himself quite 
fit for

 battle




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
Ted was ghastly pale and fit to do no more than switch channels.










3.
 
suitable and correct according to accepted social standards




•
 
a fit subject on which to correspond.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person or thing) having reached such an extreme condition as to be on the point of doing the thing specified




•
 
he baited even his close companions until they were fit to kill him.










5.
 


‹informal›

 ready




•
 
well, are you fit?










6.
 
in good health, especially because of regular physical exercise




•
 
I swim regularly to keep fit




•
 


‹figurative›

 the measures would ensure a leaner, fitter company.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 sexually attractive; good-looking.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be of the right shape and size for




•
 
those jeans still fit me




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the shoes fit better after being stretched.










2.
 
(usu. 
be fitted for

 )
 — try clothing on (someone) in order to make or alter it to the correct size




•
 
she was about to be fitted for her costume.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be of the right size, shape, or number to occupy a particular position or place




•
 
Angela says we can all fit in her car.










4.
 
fix or put (something) into place




•
 
they fitted smoke alarms to their home.










5.
 
(often 
be fitted with

 )
 — provide (something) with a particular component or article




•
 
most tools can be fitted with a new handle.










6.
 
join or cause to join together to form a whole


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it took a while to figure out how the confounded things 
fit together






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
many physicists tried to 
fit together

 the various pieces of the puzzle.










7.
 
be in agreement or harmony with; match




•
 
the punishment should fit the crime.










8.
 
(of an attribute, qualification, or skill) make (someone) suitable to fulfill a particular role or undertake a particular task




•
 
an MS 
fits

 the student 
for

 a professional career.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
the particular way in which something, especially a garment or component, fits around or into something




•
 
the dress was a perfect fit.










2.
 
the particular way in which a thing matches something else




•
 
a close fit between teachers' qualifications and their teaching responsibilities.










3.
 


[Statistics]

 the correspondence between observed data and the values expected by theory.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) fit as a fiddle






see fiddle
 .









2.
 
fit the bill






see bill
 1
 .









3.
 
fit like a glove






see glove
 .









4.
 
fit to be tied








‹informal›

 very angry




•
 
Daddy was fit to be tied when I separated from Hugh.















5.
 
fit to bust








‹informal›

 with great energy




•
 
they laughed fit to bust.















6.
 
see (or think) fit






consider it correct or acceptable to do something




•
 
why did the company see fit to give you the job?


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
fit in





a.
 
(of a person) be socially compatible with other members of a group




•
 
he feels he should become tough to 
fit in with

 his friends.










b.
 
(of a thing) be in harmony with other things within a larger structure




•
 
produce ideas that 
fit in with

 an established approach.










c.
 
(also 
fit into

 )
 — (of a person or thing) constitute part of a particular situation or larger structure




•
 
where do your sisters fit in?















2.
 
fit someone/something in (or into)





a.
 
find room or have sufficient space for someone or something




•
 
can you fit any more books into the box?










b.
 
succeed in finding time in a busy schedule to see someone or do something




•
 
you're never too busy to fit exercise into your life.















3.
 
fit someone/something out (or up)






provide with the necessary equipment, supplies, clothes, or other items for a particular situation




•
 
the cabin had been fitted out to a high standard.















4.
 
fit someone up








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 incriminate someone by falsifying evidence against them.









5.
 
fit something on








(Brit.)

 try on (a garment).












VI.
 
derivatives





fitly

 
/ˈfitlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






fit2


 
/fit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden uncontrollable outbreak of intense emotion, laughter, coughing, or other action or activity




•
 
in 
a fit of

 temper




•
 
he got coughing fits.










2.
 
a sudden attack of convulsions and/or loss of consciousness, typical of epilepsy and some other medical conditions




•
 
he thought she was 
having a fit

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have (or throw) a fit








‹informal›

 be very surprised or angry




•
 
my mother would have a fit if she heard that.















2.
 
in fits (of laughter)








‹informal›

 highly amused




•
 
he had us all in fits.















3.
 
in (or by) fits and starts






with irregular bursts of activity




•
 
the machine tends to go forward in fits and starts.





















– origin

 Old English 
fitt

 ‘conflict,’ in Middle English ‘position of danger or excitement,’ also ‘short period’; the sense ‘sudden attack of illness’ dates from the mid 16th cent.





fit3


 
/fit /

 
fytte





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a section of a poem.











– origin

 Old English 
fitt

 , perhaps the same word as fit
 2
 , or related to German 
Fitze

 ‘skein of yarn,’ in the obsolete sense ‘thread with which weavers mark off a day's work.’





fitch

 
/fiCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
old-fashioned term for polecat
 .




2.
 
(also 
fitch fur

 )
 — the fur of a polecat.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the fur of a polecat): from Middle Dutch 
visse

 ‘polecat.’





Fitchburg

 
/ˈfiCHˌbərɡ/






a city in north central Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 40,239 (est. 2008).









fitché

 
/ˈfiCHˌā /

 
fitchy
 , fitched





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of a cross) having the foot extended into a point.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
fiché

 , past participle of 
ficher

 ‘to fix.’





fitful

 
/ˈfitfəl/





I.
 
adjective




active or occurring spasmodically or intermittently; not regular or steady




•
 
a few hours' fitful sleep




•
 
business was fitful.














II.
 
derivatives





fitfulness

 
/ˈfitfəlnəs /






noun





















fitfully

 
/ˈfitfəlē/






adverb




not regularly or continuously; intermittently




•
 
he slept fitfully.



















fitment

 
/ˈfitmənt/






noun

 — (usu. 
fitments

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a fixed item of furniture or piece of equipment, especially in a house.













fitness

 
/ˈfitnəs/






noun



1.
 
the condition of being physically fit and healthy




•
 
disease and lack of fitness are closely related




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a fitness test.










2.
 
the quality of being suitable to fulfill a particular role or task




•
 
he had a year in which to establish his 
fitness for

 the office.










3.
 


[Biology]

 an organism's ability to survive and reproduce in a particular environment




•
 
if sharp teeth increase fitness, then genes causing teeth to be sharp will increase in frequency.



















fit-out

 
/ˈfidout/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an act of providing the necessary equipment for a house or apartment, especially the final decoration and furniture.













fitted

 
/ˈfidəd/






adjective



1.
 
made or shaped to fill a space or to cover something closely or exactly




•
 
the blouse has a fitted bodice




•
 
navy blue fitted sheets.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a room) equipped with matching pieces of furniture built to be fixed into a particular space




•
 
a fitted kitchen.










3.
 
attached to or provided with a particular component or article




•
 
a pistol 
fitted with

 a match-grade barrel.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — having the appropriate qualities or skills to do something




•
 
physicists may not be 
fitted for

 involvement in industrial processes.



















fitter

 
/ˈfidər/






noun



1.
 
a person who puts together or installs machinery, engine parts, or other equipment




•
 
a pipe fitter.










2.
 
a person who supervises the cutting, fitting, or alteration of garments or shoes.













fitting

 
/ˈfidiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
fittings

 )
 — a small part on or attached to a piece of furniture or equipment




•
 
the wooden fittings were made of walnut.










2.
 
(
fittings

 )
 — items, such as a stove or shelves, that are fixed in a building but can be removed when the owner moves




•
 
little remains of the house's Victorian fittings.







Compare with fixture
 (
sense

 1).




3.
 
the action of fitting something, in particular




4.
 
the installing, assembling, and adjusting of machine parts




•
 
the fitting of new engines by the shipyard.










5.
 
an occasion when one tries on a garment that is being made or altered




•
 
she's coming tomorrow for a fitting.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
suitable or appropriate under the circumstances; right or proper




•
 
a fitting reward




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 


it was fitting that

 he should reply.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — fitted around or to something or someone in a specified way




•
 
loose-fitting trousers.














III.
 
derivatives





fittingness

 
/ˈfidiNGnəs /






noun





















fittingly

 
/ˈfidiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that is suitable or appropriate under the circumstances




•
 
obituaries fittingly described him as a master of figures




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
perhaps fittingly, Scotland has its share of outdoor clothing firms.



















fitting room






noun




a room in a store in which one can try on clothes before deciding whether to purchase them.













Fitzgerald, Barry

 
/fitsˈjerəld/






(1888–1961), Irish actor; born in Ireland; born 
William Joseph Shields

 . His movies include 
Going My Way

 (1944), 
The Naked City

 (1948), and 
The Quiet Man

 (1952).









Fitzgerald, Ella






(1917–96), US jazz singer; full name 
Ella Jane Fitzgerald

 . Known for her distinctive style of scat singing, she appeared with Count Basie and Duke Ellington. From the mid 1950s, she made a series of recordings of songs by George Gershwin and Cole Porter.









Fitzgerald, F. Scott






(1896–1940), US novelist; full name 
Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald

 . His novels, in particular 
The Great Gatsby

 (1925), provide a vivid portrait of the US during the jazz era of the 1920s. Fitzgerald later became part of an affluent and fashionable set living on the French Riviera; their lifestyle is reflected in 
Tender is the Night

 (1934), a semiautobiographical novel.









FitzGerald contraction

 
/fitsˈjerəld kənˌtrakSH(ə)n /

 
FitzGerald–Lorentz contraction





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 another term for Lorentz contraction
 .











– origin

 named after George. F. 
FitzGerald

 (1851–1901), Irish physicist, and H. A. 
Lorentz

 (see Lorentz, Hendrik
 ), who independently postulated the theory in 1892.





Fitzrovia

 
/ˌfitsˈrōvēə/





I.
 
an area of central London between Bloomsbury and Marylebone, near the British Museum, traditionally associated with writers and bohemians.







– origin

 1950s: Latinized form from 
Fitzroy

 Square, on the model of Belgravia
 .






Fiume

 
/ˈfyo͞omā/






Italian name of Rijeka
 .










five

 
/fīv/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
v

 or 
V

 )
 — equivalent to the sum of two and three; one more than four, or half of ten; 5




•
 
a circlet of five petals




•
 
five of Sweden's top financial experts.










2.
 
a group or unit of five people or things




•
 
the bulbs are planted in threes or fives.










3.
 
five years old




•
 
he moved with his family to a fish farm when he was five.










4.
 
five o'clock




•
 
at half past five.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by five.




6.
 
a playing card or domino with five spots or pips.




7.
 


(US)

 a five-dollar bill




•
 
Joe counted his money: six fives and three twenties.














II.
 
phrases





five a day






used in reference to nutritional guidelines recommending the consumption of at least five portions of fruit and vegetables each day




•
 
have you had your five a day today?




•
 
overall, just one in five Americans meets the five-a-day minimum.





















– origin

 Old English 
fīf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vijf

 and German 
fünf

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
quinque

 and Greek 
pente

 .





five-alarm

 
/ˌfīvəˈlärm/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a fire) very large or fierce.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of food, such as chilies) extremely pungent; hot.













five-and-dime

 
five-and-dime store
 , five-and-ten






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a store selling a wide variety of inexpensive household and personal goods.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a store where all the articles were priced at five or ten cents.













five-finger

 
/ˌfīvˈfiNGɡər /

 
fivefinger






noun




any of a number of plants with leaves that are divided into five leaflets or with flowers that have five petals, such as cinquefoil.













five-finger discount






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an act of shoplifting.













five-finger exercise






noun




an exercise on the piano for all the fingers on both hands.













fivefold

 
/ˈfīvfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
five times as great or as numerous




•
 
a fivefold increase in funding.










2.
 
having five parts or elements




•
 
fivefold rotational symmetry.














II.
 
adverb




by five times; to five times the number or amount




•
 
the unemployment rate rose almost fivefold.



















five hundred






noun




a form of euchre in which making 500 points wins a game.













five Ks

 
/ˌfīv ˈkāz/






plural noun

 — (
the five Ks

 )


1.
 
See Khalsa
 .














Five Nations






plural noun






‹historical›

 the original Iroquois confederacy, comprising the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca peoples.

Compare with Six Nations
 .













five o'clock shadow

 
/ˈˌfīvəˌkläk ˈSHadō/






noun




a dark appearance on a man's chin and face caused by the slight growth of beard that has occurred since he shaved in the morning.













Five Pillars of Islam






the five duties expected of every Muslim: profession of the faith in a prescribed form, observance of ritual prayer, giving alms to the poor, fasting during the month of Ramadan, and performing a pilgrimage to Mecca.

See hajj
 , salat
 , sawm
 , shahada
 , and zakat
 .









fiver

 
/ˈfīvər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a five-dollar bill.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 a five-pound note.













fives

 
/fīvz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a game, played especially in the UK, in which a ball is hit with a gloved hand or a bat against the walls of a court with three walls (
Eton fives

 ) or four walls (
Rugby fives

 ).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: plural of five
 used as a singular noun; the significance is unknown.





five-second rule






noun






‹humorous›

 a notional rule stating that food which has been dropped on the ground will still be uncontaminated with bacteria and therefore safe to eat if it is retrieved within five seconds




•
 
was I right to apply the five-second rule to the three slices of ham that left a damp, greasy ring on the kitchen floor?



















five senses






plural noun

 — (
the five senses

 )


1.
 
the faculties of sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch.













fivesome

 
/ˈfīvsəm/






noun




a group of five people.













five-spice

 
five-spice powder






noun




a blend of five powdered spices, typically fennel seeds, cinnamon, cloves, star anise, and peppercorns, used in Chinese cuisine.













five-star

 
/ˈfīv ˈˌstär/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a hotel or restaurant) given five stars in a grading system, typically one in which this denotes the highest class or quality




•
 
a luxury five-star hotel.










2.
 
(in the US armed forces) having or denoting the highest military rank (awarded only in wartime), distinguished by five stars on the uniform




•
 
a five-star general.



















5:2 diet






noun




a diet that involves eating normally for five days out of a seven-day period and greatly restricting the amount of food eaten on the other two days




•
 
I've been on the 5:2 diet for seven weeks.



















five-year plan

 
/ˈˌfīv ˌyi(ə)r ˈplan/






noun




(especially in the former Soviet Union) a government plan for economic development over five years. The first such plan in the Soviet Union was inaugurated in 1928.














fix

 
/fiks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten (something) securely in a particular place or position




•
 
fix the clamp on a rail




•
 
the upper jaw of an amphibian is firmly fixed to the skull.










2.
 
lodge or implant (an idea, image, or memory) firmly in a person's mind




•
 
he turned back to fix the scene in his mind.










3.
 
(
fix something on/upon

 )
 — direct one's eyes, attention, or mind steadily or unwaveringly toward




•
 
I fixed my attention on the tower.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fix on/upon

 )
 — (of a person's eyes, attention, or mind) be directed steadily or unwaveringly toward




•
 
her gaze fixed on Jess.










5.
 
attract and hold (a person's attention or gaze)




•
 
their taut relationship fixes your attention.










6.
 
(
fix someone with

 )
 — look at someone unwaveringly




•
 
she fixed her nephew with an unwavering stare.










7.
 
mend; repair




•
 
you should fix that shelf.










8.
 
(
fix something up

 )
 — do the necessary work to improve or adapt something




•
 
we want to fix up the house before we sell it.










9.
 
make arrangements for (something); organize




•
 
he's sent her on ahead to 
fix

 things 
up






•
 
I've 
fixed it for

 you to see him on Thursday.










10.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 restore order or tidiness to (something, especially one's hair, clothes, or makeup)




•
 
Laura was fixing her hair.










11.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 prepare or arrange for the provision of (food or drink)


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
they were fixing him breakfast




•
 
Ruth 
fixed herself

 a cold drink.










12.
 
(
fix someone up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 arrange for someone to have something; provide someone with something




•
 
I'll 
fix you up with

 a room.










13.
 
(
fix someone up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 arrange for someone to meet or go out with someone in order to help them establish a romantic relationship.




14.
 
(
be fixing to do something

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹dialect›

 be intending or planning to do something




•
 
you're fixing to get into trouble.










15.
 
decide or settle on (a specific price, date, course of action, etc.)




•
 
no date has yet been fixed for a hearing




•
 
the rent will be 
fixed at

 $600 a month




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
their thinking then seemed 
fixed on

 conventional projects.










16.
 
discover the exact location of (something) by using radar or visual bearings or astronomical observation




•
 
he fixed his position.










17.
 
settle the form of (a language).




18.
 
assign or determine (a person's liability or responsibility) for legal purposes




•
 
there are no facts that 
fix

 the defendant 
with

 liability.










19.
 
make (something) permanent or static in nature




•
 
the rate of interest is fixed for the life of the loan.










20.
 
make (a dye, photographic image, or drawing) permanent.




21.
 


[Biology]

 preserve or stabilize (a specimen) with a chemical substance prior to microscopy or other examination




•
 
specimens were fixed in buffered formalin.










22.
 
(of a plant or microorganism) assimilate (nitrogen or carbon dioxide) by forming a nongaseous compound




•
 
lupines fix gaseous nitrogen in their root nodules.










23.
 


‹informal›

 influence the outcome of (something, especially a race, contest, or election) by illegal or underhanded means




•
 
the foundation denies fixing races.










24.
 
put (an enemy or rival) out of action, especially by killing them




•
 
don't you tell nobody, or I'll fix you good!










25.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 take an injection of a narcotic drug.




26.
 


(N. Amer.)

 castrate or spay (an animal); neuter.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a difficult or awkward situation from which it is hard to extricate oneself; a predicament




•
 
how on earth did you get into such a fix?










2.
 


‹informal›

 a dose of a narcotic drug to which one is addicted




•
 
he hadn't had his fix.










3.
 


‹figurative›

 a thing or activity that gives a person a feeling of euphoria or pleasure and that it is difficult to do without




•
 
that rush of adrenaline that is the fix of the professional newsman.










4.
 
a measure taken to resolve a problem or correct a mistake; a solution or remedy




•
 
representatives trying to find cheap fixes to meet their obligations




•
 
the company is working on a fix but suggests users consider technical workarounds in the meantime.










5.
 
a position determined by visual or radio bearings or astronomical observations.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a dishonest or underhanded arrangement




•
 
obviously, his appointment was a fix.














III.
 
phrases





get a fix on





a.
 
determine the position of (something) by visual or radio bearings or astronomical observation.




b.
 


‹informal›

 assess or determine the nature or facts of; obtain a clear understanding of




•
 
it is hard to get a fix on their ages.


















IV.
 
derivatives





fixable

 
/ˈfiksəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: partly from Old French 
fix

 ‘fixed,’ partly from medieval Latin 
fixare

 ‘to fix,’ both from Latin 
fixus

 , past participle of 
figere

 ‘fix, fasten.’ The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





fixate

 
/ˈfikˌsāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be fixated on/upon

 )
 — cause (someone) to acquire an obsessive attachment to someone or something




•
 
she has for some time been fixated on photography.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fixate on/upon

 )
 — acquire an obsessive attachment to




•
 
it is important not to fixate on animosity.










3.
 
(in Freudian theory) arrest (a person or their libidinal energy) at an immature stage, causing an obsessive attachment.




4.
 


‹technical›

 direct one's eyes toward




•
 
subjects fixated a central point




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
there is tendency to fixate near the beginning of the line of print.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
fixus

 , past participle of 
figere

 (see fix
 ) + -ate
 3
 .





fixation

 
/fikˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an obsessive interest in or feeling about someone or something




•
 
his 
fixation on

 the details of other people's erotic lives




•
 
our 
fixation with

 diet and fitness.










2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the arresting of part of the libido at an immature stage, causing an obsessive attachment




•
 
fixation at the oral phase might result in dependence on others




•
 
an oral-maternal fixation.










3.
 
the action of making something firm or stable




•
 
sand dune fixation.










4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the process by which some plants and microorganisms incorporate gaseous nitrogen or carbon dioxide to form nongaseous compounds




•
 
his work on nitrogen fixation in plants.










5.
 


[Biology]

 the process of preserving or stabilizing (a specimen) with a chemical substance prior to microscopy or other examination




•
 
biopsy specimens were placed in cassettes before fixation in formalin.










6.
 


‹technical›

 the action of concentrating the eyes directly on something




•
 
during the period of total blindness there was a complete absence of visual fixation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as an alchemical term denoting the process of reducing a volatile spirit or essence to a permanent bodily form): from medieval Latin 
fixatio(n-)

 , from 
fixare

 (see fix
 ).





fixative

 
/ˈfiksədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chemical substance used to preserve or stabilize biological material prior to microscopy or other examination




•
 
an alcoholic fixative




•
 
ten double drops of fixative.










2.
 
a substance used to stabilize the volatile components of perfume.




3.
 
a liquid sprayed onto a pastel or charcoal drawing to fix colors or prevent smudging.




4.
 
a substance used to keep things in position or stick them together




•
 
the swift glues these thin twigs to a wall using its own saliva as a fixative.














II.
 
adjective




(of a substance) used to fix or stabilize something.













fixed

 
/fikst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fastened securely in position




•
 
a fixed iron ladder down the port side.










2.
 
(especially of a price, rate, or time) predetermined and not subject to or able to be changed




•
 
most trusts locked investors in for a fixed period.










3.
 
(of a person's expression) held for a long time without changing, especially to conceal other feelings




•
 
a fixed smile.










4.
 
(of a view or idea) held inflexibly




•
 
the fixed assumptions of the cold war.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
fixed for

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 situated with regard to




•
 
how's the club fixed for money now?










6.
 
(of a sports contest) having the outcome dishonestly predetermined




•
 
the fight's fixed—the ref has your card marked.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fixedly

 
/ˈfiksidlē /






adverb













2.
 
fixedness

 
/ˈfiksidnəs /






noun






















fixed assets

 
/ˈfikst ˈˌaˌsəts/






plural noun




assets that are purchased for long-term use and are not likely to be converted quickly into cash, such as land, buildings, and equipment.

Compare with current assets
 .













fixed capital






noun




capital invested in fixed assets.













fixed charge






noun




a liability to a creditor that relates to specific assets of a company.













fixed costs






plural noun




business costs, such as rent, that are constant whatever the quantity of goods or services produced.














fixed-do

 
/fiks(t)ˈdō /

 


‹Brit.›

 fixed-doh






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 denoting a system of solmization in which C is called “do,” D is called “re,” etc., irrespective of the key in which they occur.

Compare with movable-do
 .













fixed focus






noun




a camera focus that cannot be adjusted, typically used with a small-aperture lens having a large depth of field.













fixed idea






noun




another term for idée fixe
 .













fixed income






noun




an income from a pension or investment that is set at a particular figure and does not vary (as a dividend) or rise with the rate of inflation.













fixed-line






adjective




denoting or relating to telecommunications systems using cables laid across land, as opposed to cellular radio systems.














fixed oil






noun




a nonvolatile oil of animal or plant origin.













fixed point

 
/ˌfikst ˈpoint/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a well-defined reproducible temperature that can be used as a reference point, e.g., one defined by a change of phase.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
fixed-point

 )


1.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a mode of representing a number by a single sequence of digits whose values depend on their location relative to a predetermined radix point




•
 
these computers perform arithmetic in fixed-point binary format.







Often contrasted with floating-point
 .













fixed-wing






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting aircraft of the conventional type as opposed to those with rotating wings, such as helicopters.













fixer

 
/ˈfiksər/






noun



1.
 
a person who makes arrangements for other people, especially of an illicit or devious kind.




2.
 
a substance used for fixing a photographic image.













fixer-upper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a house in need of repairs (used chiefly in connection with the purchase of such a house).













fixie

 
/ˈfiksē/





I.
 
noun




a single-gear bicycle that has no freewheel, so that its wheels cannot move unless power is applied to the pedals.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
fixed-wheel bicycle

 or 
fixed-gear bicycle

 .





fixing

 
/ˈfiksiNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of deciding or planning something




•
 
the fixing of the date of the hearing




•
 
the fixing of a fair and reasonable price.










2.
 
(
fixings

 )
 — apparatus or equipment for a particular purpose




•
 
picnic fixings.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the ingredients necessary to make a dish or meal




•
 
have all the fixings ready before starting.










4.
 
the action of fastening something in place




•
 
the fixing of additional strengthening steelwork.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 screws, bolts, or other items used to fix or assemble building material, furniture, or equipment.




6.
 
the action of mending or repairing something




•
 
the roof needs fixing




•
 
problems in need of fixing.










7.
 


‹informal›

 the illegal or underhand influencing of the outcome of something such as a race, game, or election




•
 
police investigating the alleged fixing of horse races




•
 
several laws restricted the fixing of retail prices.



















fixit

 
/ˈfiksit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person known for repairing things or putting things in order




•
 
he pictured himself as a 
Mr. Fixit

 .










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an act of repairing or putting something right




•
 
a fixit shop.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Little Miss Fixit

 , the title of a musical show.





fixity

 
/ˈfiksidē/





I.
 
noun




the state of being unchanging or permanent




•
 
the fixity of his stare.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the property of a substance of not evaporating or losing weight when heated): partly from obsolete 
fix

 ‘fixed,’ partly from French 
fixité

 .





fixture

 
/ˈfiksCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of equipment or furniture that is fixed in position in a building or vehicle




•
 
a light fixture.










2.
 
(
fixtures

 )
 — articles attached to a house or land and considered legally part of it so that they normally remain in place when an owner moves




•
 
the hotel retains many original 
fixtures and fittings

 .







Compare with fitting
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)).




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that is established in a particular place or situation




•
 
palm readers were a fixture in most '40s nightclubs.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a sports event that takes place on a particular date.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘fixing, becoming fixed’): alteration (first found in Shakespeare) of obsolete 
fixure

 (from late Latin 
fixura

 , from Latin 
figere

 ‘to fix’), with 
t

 inserted on the pattern of 
mixture

 .






fizz

 
/fiz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) produce bubbles of gas and make a hissing sound




•
 
the mixture fizzed like mad.










2.
 
make a buzzing or crackling sound




•
 
lightning starts to crackle and fizz.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — move with or display excitement, exuberance, or liveliness




•
 
anticipation began to fizz through his veins.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
effervescence




•
 
the champagne had lost its fizz.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an effervescent drink, especially sparkling wine




•
 
a bottle of grapefruit fizz.










3.
 
exuberance; liveliness




•
 
she saw I had lost some of my fizz.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: imitative.






fizzle

 
/ˈfizəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
end or fail in a weak or disappointing way




•
 
their threatened revolt 
fizzled out

 at yesterday's meeting.










2.
 
make a feeble hissing or spluttering sound




•
 
the strobe lights fizzled and flickered.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a failure




•
 
in the end the fireworks were a fizzle.










2.
 
a feeble hissing or spluttering sound




•
 
the electric fizzle of the waves.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘break wind quietly’): probably imitative (compare with fizz
 ), but perhaps related to Middle English 
fist

 (see feisty
 ). Current senses date from the 19th cent.





fizzy

 
/ˈfizē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a beverage) containing bubbles of gas; effervescent




•
 
fizzy mineral water.










2.
 
full of energy or exuberance; lively




•
 
fizzy new wave pop.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fizzily

 
/ˈfizəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fizziness

 
/ˈfizēnəs /






noun






















fjord

 
/fēˈôrd fyôrd /

 
fiord





I.
 
noun




a long, narrow, deep inlet of the sea between high cliffs, as in Norway and Iceland, typically formed by submergence of a glaciated valley.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Norwegian, from Old Norse 
fjǫrthr

 . Compare with firth
 .





fL






abbreviation




foot-Lambert.













FL






abbreviation




Florida (in official postal use).













fl.






abbreviation



1.
 
floor.




2.
 
floruit.




3.
 
fluid.













Fla.






abbreviation




Florida.













flab

 
/flab/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 soft loose flesh on a person's body; fat.











– origin

 1950s: back-formation from flabby
 .





flabbergast

 
/ˈflabərˌɡast/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
flabbergasted

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 surprise (someone) greatly; astonish




•
 
this news has left me totally flabbergasted.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






flabby

 
/ˈflabē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a part of a person's body) soft, loose, and fleshy




•
 
this exercise helps to flatten a flabby stomach.










2.
 
(of a person) having soft loose flesh.




3.
 
not tightly controlled, powerful, or effective




•
 
the quartet playing was uncommitted and flabby.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flabbily

 
/ˈflabəlē /






adverb













2.
 
flabbiness

 
/ˈflabēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of earlier 
flappy

 .





flabellum

 
/fləˈbeləm/






noun



1.
 
a fan, especially an elegant, ornamental one used in Christian ritual.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
‹historical›

 a fan-shaped organ, part, or anatomical structure.













flaccid

 
/ˈfla(k)səd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of part of the body) soft and hanging loosely or limply, especially so as to look or feel unpleasant




•
 
she took his flaccid hand in hers.










2.
 
(of plant tissue) drooping or inelastic through lack of water.




3.
 
lacking force or effectiveness




•
 
the flaccid leadership campaign was causing concern.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flaccidity

 
/fla(k)ˈsidədē /






noun













2.
 
flaccidly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
flaccide

 or Latin 
flaccidus

 , from 
flaccus

 ‘flabby.’





flack1


 
/flak /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a publicity agent




•
 
a public relations flack.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicize or promote (something or someone)




•
 
a crass ambulance-chaser who 
flacks himself

 in TV ads




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the local news media shamelessly 
flack for

 the organizing committee.














III.
 
derivatives





flackery






noun



















– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





flack2


 
/flak/






noun




variant spelling of flak
 .













flacon

 
/ˈflakən, flaˈkôN/





I.
 
noun




a small stoppered bottle, especially one for perfume.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, ‘flask.’






flag1


 
/flaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of cloth or similar material, typically oblong or square, attachable by one edge to a pole or rope and used as the symbol or emblem of a country or institution or as a decoration during public festivities




•
 
the American flag.










2.
 
used in reference to the country to which a person has allegiance




•
 
the private's heroism served as an example for every soldier under the flag.










3.
 
a ship's country of registry.




4.
 
a small piece of cloth, typically attached at one edge to a pole, used as a marker or signal in various sports




•
 
jumped the starter's flag, did he?










5.
 
the ensign carried by a flagship as an emblem of an admiral's rank.




6.
 
a device, symbol, or drawing typically resembling a flag, used as a marker




•
 
golf courses are indicated by a numbered flag on the map.










7.
 


[Computing]

 a variable used to indicate a particular property of the data in a record.




8.
 
a hook attached to the stem of a musical note, determining the rhythmic value of the note.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (an item) for attention or treatment in a specified way




•
 
“greatfully” would be flagged as a misspelling of “gratefully.”










2.
 
draw attention to




•
 
problems often flag the need for organizational change.










3.
 


[Football]

 charge (a player) with a penalty by dropping a penalty flag




•
 
a play in which he was flagged for being offside.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct (someone) to go in the specified direction by waving a flag or using hand signals




•
 
have him flagged off the course.










5.
 
(
flag someone/something down

 )
 — signal to a vehicle or driver to stop, especially by waving one's arm




•
 
she flagged down a patrol car.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an official in football, soccer, and other sports) raise or throw a flag to indicate a breach of the rules




•
 
the rookie cornerback managed to get flagged for three penalties in one game.










7.
 
provide or decorate with a flag or flags.




8.
 
register (a vessel) in a specific country, under whose flag it then sails




•
 
the 
flagging out

 of much of the fleet to flags of convenience.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fly the flag





a.
 
(of a ship) be registered in a particular country and sail under its flag.




b.
 
(also 
show

 or 
carry

 or 
wave the flag

 )
 — represent or demonstrate support for one's country, political party, or organization, especially when one is abroad




•
 
he will never consider buying an import, because he likes to fly the flag.















2.
 
show the flag






(of a naval vessel) make an official visit to a foreign port, especially as a show of strength.









3.
 
wrap oneself in the flag








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 make an excessive show of one's patriotism, especially for political ends.












IV.
 
derivatives





flagger






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
flag

 ‘drooping,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






flag2


 
/flaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a flat stone slab, typically rectangular or square, used for paving.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘turf, sod’): probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Icelandic 
flag

 ‘spot from which a sod has been cut’ and Old Norse 
flaga

 ‘slab of stone.’





flag3


 
/flaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant with sword-shaped leaves that grow from a rhizome.

[● a plant of the iris family (genus 
Iris

 , family 
Iridaceae

 ). See blue flag
 (
sense

 1); yellow flag
 (
sense

 2) ● see sweet flag
 .]




2.
 
the long slender leaf of a flag plant.











– origin

 late Middle English: related to Middle Dutch 
flag

 and Danish 
flæg

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.






flag4


 
/flaɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) become tired, weaker, or less enthusiastic




•
 
if you begin to flag, there is an excellent café to revive you.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
flagging

 )
 — (especially of an activity or quality) become weaker or less dynamic




•
 
she should make another similar film to revive her flagging career.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘flap about loosely, hang down’): related to obsolete 
flag

 ‘hanging down.’





Flag Day






noun




June 14, the anniversary of the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as the official US flag in 1777.













flagellant

 
/ˈflajələnt fləˈjelənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who subjects themselves or others to flogging, either as a religious discipline or for sexual gratification.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
flagellant-

 ‘whipping,’ from the verb 
flagellare

 , from 
flagellum

 ‘whip’ (see flagellum
 ).





flagellate1


 
/ˈflajəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flog (someone), either as a religious discipline or for sexual gratification




•
 
he 
flagellated himself

 with branches.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flagellator

 
/ˈflajəˌlādər /






noun













2.
 
flagellatory

 
/fləˈjeləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
flagellat-

 ‘whipped,’ from 
flagellare

 .





flagellate2


 
/ˈflajələt ˈflajəˌlāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a protozoan that has one or more flagella used for swimming.

[Several phyla in the kingdom 
Protista

 (formerly subphylum 
Mastigophora

 , phylum 
Protozoa

 ), including forms such as euglena that are sometimes regarded as algae.]








II.
 
adjective




(of a cell or single-celled organism) bearing one or more flagella




•
 
motile flagellate cells.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from flagellum
 + -ate
 2
 .





flagellation

 
/ˌflajəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




flogging or beating, either as a religious discipline or for sexual gratification




•
 
pursuing the path of penance and flagellation.



















flagellin

 
/fləˈjelən/






noun




the structural protein of bacterial flagella.














flagellum

 
/ˌfləˈjeləm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a slender threadlike structure, especially a microscopic whiplike appendage that enables many protozoa, bacteria, spermatozoa, etc., to swim.








II.
 
derivatives





flagellar

 
/fləˈjelər, ˈflajələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a whip or scourge): from Latin, diminutive of 
flagrum

 ‘scourge.’





flageolet1


 
/ˌflajəˈlet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flutelike instrument resembling a recorder but with four finger holes on top and two thumb holes below.




2.
 
another term for tin whistle
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, diminutive of Old French 
flageol

 , from Provençal 
flaujol

 , of unknown origin.





flageolet2


 
/ˌflajəˈlet/





I.
 
noun




a French kidney bean of a small variety used in cooking.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, based on Latin 
phaseolus

 ‘bean.’





flagfish

 
/ˈflaɡˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of small fish with prominent or boldly marked fins, in particular

[● a colorful freshwater fish with spots and iridescent scales, native to Florida (
Jordanella floridae

 , family 
Cyprinodontidae

 ).]













flag-flying

 
/ˈflaɡˌflīiNG/






noun




the action of making a public display to promote the interests of one's country, or of another organization or group.













flag football






noun




a modified form of football in which ballcarriers are downed by pulling off a marker, or flag, loosely attached to a belt, rather than by tackling.













Flagg, James Montgomery

 
/flaɡ/






(1877–1960), US artist. He created the World War I recruiting poster that features Uncle Sam pointing at the viewer, with the caption “I Want You.”









flagged

 
/flaɡd/






adjective




paved with flat stone slabs




•
 
a large, flagged vestibule




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the garden has a stone-flagged patio.



















flagitious

 
/fləˈjiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their actions) criminal; villainous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flagitiously






adverb













2.
 
flagitiousness

 
/fləˈjiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
flagitiosus

 , from 
flagitium

 ‘importunity, shameful crime,’ from 
flagitare

 ‘demand earnestly.’





Flagler, Henry Morrison

 
/ˈflaɡlər/






(1830–1913), US financier. With John D. Rockefeller, he developed the Standard Oil Company. He organized the Florida East Coast Railway in 1886.









flagman

 
/ˈflaɡman/






noun




a person who gives signals with a flag, especially on railroad lines or during road construction.













flag of convenience

 
//






noun




a flag of a country under which a ship is registered in order to avoid financial charges or restrictive regulations in the owner's country.













flag officer

 
/flaɡ ˈôfəsər ˈäfəsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an admiral, vice admiral, or rear admiral.




2.
 
the commodore of a yacht club.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: 
flag

 , because the officer had the privilege of carrying a flag that denoted his rank.





flag of truce






noun




a white flag indicating a desire for a truce.














flagon

 
/ˈflaɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large container in which drink is served, typically with a handle and spout




•
 
there was a flagon of beer in his vast fist.










2.
 
the amount of liquid held in a flagon




•
 
he had at least three 
flagons of

 wine down him already.










3.
 
a container similar to a flagon used to hold the wine for the Eucharist.




4.
 
a large bottle in which wine or cider is sold, typically holding about 2 pints (1.13 liters).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
flacon

 , based on late Latin 
flasco

 , 
flascon-

 , of unknown origin. Compare with flask
 .






flagpole

 
/ˈflaɡˌpōl/





I.
 
noun




a pole used for flying a flag.








II.
 
phrases





run something up the flagpole (to see who salutes)






test the popularity of a new idea or proposal




•
 
the idea was first run up the flagpole in 1997.























flag rank






noun




the rank attained by flag officers.













flagrant

 
/ˈflāɡrənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of something considered wrong or immoral) conspicuously or obviously offensive




•
 
his flagrant bad taste




•
 
a flagrant violation of the law.














II.
 
derivatives





flagrancy

 
/ˈflāɡrənsē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘blazing, resplendent’): from French, or from Latin 
flagrant-

 ‘blazing,’ from the verb 
flagrare

 .





flagrantly

 
/ˈflāɡrəntlē/






adverb




in a conspicuously or obviously offensive way




•
 
authorities are flagrantly violating the law by refusing to comply.



















flagship

 
/ˈflaɡˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the ship in a fleet that carries the commanding admiral.




2.
 
the best or most important thing owned or produced by a particular organization




•
 
this bill is the flagship of the administration's legislative program




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
their flagship product.




















flagstaff

 
/ˈflaɡˌstaf/






noun




another term for flagpole
 .













Flagstaff

 
/ˈflaɡstaf/






a city in north central Arizona, near the San Francisco Peaks, home to Lowell Observatory and the University of Northern Arizona; pop. 60,222 (est. 2008).









flag station

 
flag stop






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a station at which trains stop only if signaled to do so.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small town or a place of no consequence




•
 
we must go back some years to a little flag station in a pinewood clearing.



















flagstick

 
/ˈflaɡstik/






noun






[Golf]

 another term for pin
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













flagstone

 
/ˈflaɡˌstōn/





I.
 
noun




a flat stone slab, typically rectangular or square, used for paving.








II.
 
derivatives





flagstoned






adjective





















flag-waving

 
/ˈflaɡ ˌwāviNG/





I.
 
noun




the expression of patriotism in a populist and emotional way




•
 
what began as jingoistic flag-waving deteriorated into an international crisis.














II.
 
derivatives





flag-waver






noun





















flail

 
/flāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a threshing tool consisting of a wooden staff with a short heavy stick swinging from it.




2.
 
a device similar to a flail, used as a weapon or for flogging.




3.
 
a machine having an action similar to a flail, used for threshing or slashing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a flail hedge trimmer.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
wave or swing or cause to wave or swing wildly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his arms were flailing helplessly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he flailed his arms and drove her away.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — flounder; struggle uselessly




•
 
I was 
flailing about

 in the water




•
 
he 
flailed around

 on the snow.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — beat; flog




•
 
he escorted them, flailing their shoulders with his cane.

















– origin

 Middle English, from Old English 
fligel

 , based on Latin 
flagellum

 ‘whip’ (see flagellum
 ); probably influenced in Middle English by Old French 
flaiel

 or Dutch 
vlegel

 .





flair

 
/fler/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a special or instinctive aptitude or ability for doing something well




•
 
she had a flair for languages




•
 
none of us had much artistic flair.










2.
 
stylishness and originality




•
 
she dressed with flair.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
flairer

 ‘to smell,’ based on Latin 
fragrare

 ‘smell sweet.’ Compare with fragrant
 .






flak

 
/flak /

 
flack





I.
 
noun



1.
 
antiaircraft fire.




2.
 
strong criticism




•
 
you must be strong enough to 
take the flak

 if things go wrong.

















– origin

 1930s: from German, abbreviation of 
Fliegerabwehrkanone

 , literally ‘aircraft-defense gun.’






flake1


 
/flāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, flat, thin piece of something, typically one that has broken away or been peeled off from a larger piece




•
 
paint peeling off the walls in unsightly flakes




•
 
flakes of pastry.










2.
 
a snowflake.




3.
 


[Archaeology]

 a piece of hard stone chipped off for use as a tool by prehistoric humans


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
flake tools.










4.
 
thin pieces of crushed dried food or bait for fish.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a crazy or eccentric person.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come or fall away from a surface in thin pieces




•
 
the paint had been 
flaking off

 for years.










2.
 
lose small fragments from the surface




•
 
my nails have started to flake at the ends.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — break or divide (food) into thin pieces




•
 
flake the fish




•
 (as 
adj.

 
flaked

 )
 
flaked haddock.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food, especially when well cooked) come apart in thin pieces.











– origin

 Middle English: the immediate source is unknown, the senses perhaps deriving from different words; probably of Germanic origin and related to flag
 2
 and flaw
 1
 .





flake2


 
/flāk/





I.
 
noun




a rack or shelf for storing or drying food such as fish.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a wicker framework): perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Old Norse 
flaki

 , 
fleki

 ‘wicker shield’ and Danish 
flage

 ‘wicker framework.’





flake3


 
/flāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
flake out

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 fall asleep; drop from exhaustion.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the senses ‘become languid’ and (of a garment) ‘fall in folds’): variant of obsolete 
flack

 and the verb flag
 4
 . The current sense dates from the 1940s.






flake4


 
/flāk /

 

‹Nautical›


 
fake





I.
 
noun




a single turn of a coiled rope or hawser.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lay (a rope) in loose coils in order to prevent it from tangling




•
 
a cable had to be 
flaked out

 .










2.
 
lay (a sail) down in folds on either side of the boom.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): of unknown origin; compare with German 
Flechte

 in the same sense.





flake white

 
/flāk (h)wīt/






noun




a pure white pigment made from flakes of white lead.













flak jacket

 
/ˈflak ˌjakət /

 
flak vest






noun




a sleeveless jacket made of heavy fabric reinforced with metal or Kevlar, worn as protection against bullets and shrapnel.













flaky

 
/ˈflākē /

 
flakey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
breaking or separating easily into small thin pieces




•
 
a tree with flaky bark.










2.
 
(especially of skin or paint) tending to crack and come away from a surface in small pieces




•
 
the skin on the shins is often very flaky and dry.










3.
 


‹informal›

 crazy or eccentric




•
 
flaky ideas about taxes.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a device or software) prone to break down; unreliable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flakiness

 
/-kēnis /






noun













2.
 
flakily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb





















flaky pastry

 
/ˈflākē ˈpāstrē/






noun




pastry consisting of thin light layers when baked.













flam

 
/flam/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 one of the basic patterns (rudiments) of drumming, consisting of a stroke preceded by a grace note.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably imitative.





flambé

 
/flämˈbā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — (of food) covered with liquor and set alight briefly




•
 
crêpes flambé.










2.
 
denoting or characterized by a red copper-based porcelain glaze with purple streaks.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (food) with liquor and set it alight briefly.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘singed,’ past participle of 
flamber

 , from 
flambe

 ‘a flame.’





flambeau

 
/ˈflambō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a flaming torch, especially one made of several thick wicks dipped in wax.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a large candlestick with several branches.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from 
flambe

 ‘a flame.’





flamboyance

 
/flamˈboiəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tendency to attract attention because of one's exuberance, confidence, and stylishness




•
 
he had a reputation for flair and flamboyance




•
 
critics dismiss his flamboyance and excess as indulgent.










2.
 
the quality of being bright, colorful, and very noticeable




•
 
the stunning tones give the show a lot of visual flamboyance.














II.
 
derivatives





flamboyancy

 
/flamˈboiənsē /






noun






















flamboyant1


 
/ˌflamˈboi(y)ənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) tending to attract attention because of their exuberance, confidence, and stylishness




•
 
a flamboyant display of aerobatics




•
 
she is outgoing and flamboyant, continuously talking and joking.










2.
 
(especially of clothing) noticeable because brightly colored, highly patterned, or unusual in style.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 of or denoting a style of French Gothic architecture marked by wavy flamelike tracery and ornate decoration.








II.
 
derivatives





flamboyantly

 
/flamˈboi(y)ən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘flaming, blazing,’ present participle of 
flamboyer

 , from 
flambe

 ‘a flame.’





flamboyant2


 
/ˌflamˈboi(y)ənt/





I.
 
noun




another term for royal poinciana. (see poinciana
 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably a noun use of the French adjective 
flamboyant

 ‘blazing’ (see flamboyant
 1
 ).





flame

 
/flām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hot glowing body of ignited gas that is generated by something on fire




•
 
the flame of a candle




•
 
a sheet of flame blocked my escape.










2.
 
a thing compared to a flame's ability to burn fiercely or be extinguished




•
 
the flame of hope burns brightly here.




•
 
the sound of his laughter fanned the flame of anger to new heights.










3.
 
a brilliant orange-red color


[
in combination

 ]


•
 
a 
flame-red

 trench coat.










4.
 


[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 a vitriolic or abusive message posted on the Internet or sent by email, typically in quick response to another message




•
 
flames about inexperienced users posting stupid messages.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — burn and give off flames




•
 
a great fire flamed in an open fireplace.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set (something) alight




•
 
warm the whiskey slightly, pour over the lobster, and flame it.










3.
 
shine or glow like a flame




•
 
her thick hair flamed against the light.










4.
 
(of an intense emotion) appear suddenly and fiercely




•
 
hope flamed in her.










5.
 
(of a person's face) suddenly become red with intense emotion, especially anger or embarrassment




•
 
Jess's cheeks flamed.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 direct a vitriolic or abusive message at (someone) by posting on the Internet or sending an email




•
 
your opinions and mine are probably different, but please don't flame me.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
burst into flame (or flames)






suddenly begin to burn fiercely




•
 
the grass looked ready to burst into flame.















2.
 
go up in flames






be destroyed by fire




•
 
last night two factories went up in flames.















3.
 
in flames






on fire; burning fiercely




•
 
the plane plunged to the ground in flames.















4.
 
old flame








‹informal›

 a former lover.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





flame out





a.
 
(of a jet engine) lose power through the extinction of the flame in the combustion chamber.




b.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 fail, especially conspicuously




•
 
journalists had seared him for flaming out in the second round of the Olympics.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flameless

 
/ˈflāmləs /






adjective













2.
 
flamelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













3.
 
flamer

 
/ˈflāmər /






noun




().
 — 

[Computing]















4.
 
flamy

 
/ˈflāmē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
flame

 (noun), 
flamer

 (verb), from Latin 
flamma

 ‘a flame.’





flame-colored

 


‹Brit.›

 flame-coloured






adjective




of a brilliant orange-red color




•
 
she is proud of her flame-colored hair.



















flame-haired






adjective




having red hair




•
 
a flame-haired beauty.



















flamen

 
/ˈflāmən/





I.
 
noun






[Roman History]

 a priest serving a particular deity.











– origin

 Middle English: Latin, literally ‘priest.’






flamenco

 
/fləˈmeNGkō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of Spanish music, played especially on the guitar and accompanied by singing and dancing.




2.
 
a style of spirited, rhythmical dance performed to flamenco music, often with castanets.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, ‘like a Gypsy,’ literally ‘Fleming,’ from Middle Dutch 
Vlaminc

 .





flameout

 
/ˈflāmout/






noun



1.
 
an instance of the flame in the combustion chamber of a jet engine being extinguished, with a resultant loss of power.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a complete or conspicuous failure




•
 
his first-round flameout at the U.S. Open.



















flameproof

 
/ˈflāmˌpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a fabric) treated so as to be nonflammable.




2.
 
(of cookware) able to be used either in an oven or on a stove




•
 
a flameproof casserole.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) flameproof.














flame stitch






noun




another term for Bargello
 .













flamethrower

 
/ˈflāmˌTHrōər/






noun




a weapon that sprays out burning fuel.













flame tree






noun




any of a number of trees with brilliant red flowers, in particular

[● an Australian bottle tree (
Brachychiton acerifolius

 , family 
Sterculiaceae

 ). ● another term for royal poinciana (see poinciana
 ).]













flame war






noun




an argument between Internet users who repeatedly provoke each other with personal attacks through email and other forms of online communication.













flaming

 
/ˈflāmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — burning fiercely and emitting flames




•
 
they dragged her away from the flaming car.










2.
 
very hot




•
 
flaming June.










3.
 
of a bright orange or red color




•
 
the flaming autumn maples of the St. Lawrence River valley.










4.
 
passionate or violent




•
 
I'm a flaming liberal, but I don't hate conservatives.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis to express annoyance




•
 
weeds can become a flaming nuisance.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 (of a gay man) having a manner or appearance regarded as stereotypically homosexual.








II.
 
derivatives





flamingly






adverb





















flamingo

 
/fləˈmiNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a tall wading bird with mainly pink or scarlet plumage and long legs and neck. It has a heavy bent bill that is held upside down in the water in order to filter-feed on small organisms.

[Family 
Phoenicopteridae

 : three genera and four species, in particular the 
greater flamingo

 (
Phoenicopterus ruber

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
flamengo

 , earlier form of 
flamenco

 (see flamenco
 ); associated, because of its color, with Latin 
flamma

 ‘a flame.’





flammable

 
/ˈflaməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




easily set on fire




•
 
the use of highly flammable materials.














II.
 
derivatives





flammability

 
/ˌflaməˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
flammare

 , from 
flamma

 ‘a flame.’ / 
usage:

 The words 
flammable

 and 
inflammable

 mean the same thing, but 
flammable

 is preferred to avoid confusion: see usage at inflammable
 .





flammulated owl

 
/ˌflamyəˌlādəd ˈoul/






noun




a small reddish-gray migratory American owl that sometimes occurs in loose colonies.

[
Otus flammeolus

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













flan

 
/flan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a baked dish consisting of an open-topped pastry case with a savory or sweet filling.




2.
 
a sponge base with a sweet topping.




3.
 
a disk of metal such as one from which a coin is made.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French (originally denoting a round cake) from Old French 
flaon

 , from medieval Latin 
flado

 , 
fladon-

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlade

 ‘custard.’






Flanders

 
/ˈflandərz/






a region in the southwestern part of the Low Countries, now divided between Belgium, France, and the Netherlands. It was a powerful medieval principality and the scene of prolonged fighting during World War I.









flânerie

 
/ˌflän(ə)ˈrē/





I.
 
noun




aimless idle behavior.











– origin

 French, from 
flâner

 ‘saunter, lounge.’





flâneur

 
/fläˈnər /

 
flaneur





I.
 
noun




an idler or lounger.











– origin

 French, from 
flâner

 ‘saunter, lounge.’





flange

 
/flanj/





I.
 
noun




a projecting flat rim, collar, or rib on an object, serving to strengthen or attach or (on a wheel) to maintain position on a rail




•
 
the flanges that held the tailpipe to the aircraft.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flanged

 
/flanjd /






adjective













2.
 
flangeless






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps based on Old French 
flanchir

 ‘to bend.’





flanger

 
/ˈflanjər/






noun




an electronic device that alters a sound signal by introducing a cyclically varying phase shift into one of two identical copies of the signal and recombining them, used especially in popular music to alter the sound of an instrument.













flanging

 
/ˈflanjiNG/






noun



1.
 
the provision of a flange or flanges on an object




•
 
the rim displays the same flanging.










2.
 
the alteration of sound using a flanger.














flank

 
/flaNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the side of a person's or animal's body between the ribs and the hip




•
 
leaning against his horse's flanks.










2.
 
a cut of meat from the flank of an animal




•
 
a thick flank of beef on a spit




•
 
two pounds of flank.










3.
 
the side of something large, such as a mountain, building, or ship




•
 
the northern flank of the volcano.










4.
 
the right or left side of a body of people such as an army, a naval force, or a soccer team




•
 
the left flank of the Russian Third Army.










5.
 
the right or left side of a game board such as a chessboard.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be situated on each side of or on one side of (someone or something)




•
 
the fireplace is flanked by built-in bookshelves.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
flanking

 )
 — guard or strengthen (a military force or position) from the side




•
 
massive walls, defended by four flanking towers.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
flanking

 )
 — attack down or from the sides, or rake with gunfire from the sides




•
 
a flanking attack from the northeast.

















– origin

 late Old English, from Old French 
flanc

 , of Germanic origin.





flanker

 
/ˈflaNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing situated on the flank of something, in particular




2.
 


[Football]

 an offensive back who lines up to the outside of an end.




3.
 


[Military]

 a fortification guarding or menacing the side of a force or position.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a trick; a swindle




•
 
he's certainly 
pulled a flanker on

 the army.



















flannel

 
/ˈflanl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of soft-woven fabric, typically made of wool or cotton and slightly milled and raised


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
my longest, thickest flannel nightgown.










2.
 
(
flannels

 )
 — men's trousers made of flannel.




3.
 
short for flannelette
 .




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a washcloth.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 bland fluent talk indulged in to avoid addressing a difficult subject or situation directly




•
 
a simple admittance of ignorance was much to be preferred to any amount of flannel.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Welsh 
gwlanen

 ‘woolen article,’ from 
gwlân

 ‘wool.’





flannelboard

 
/ˈflanlˌbôrd/






noun




a board covered with flannel to which paper or cloth cutouts will stick, used as a toy or a teaching aid.













flannel cake






noun






‹dialect›

 a pancake.














flannelette

 
/ˌflanəˈlet/






noun




a napped cotton fabric resembling flannel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a flannelette nightdress.



















flannelmouth

 
/ˈflanlˌmouTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who talks too much, especially in a boastful or deceitful way.














flap

 
/flap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) move (its wings) up and down when flying or preparing to fly




•
 
a pheasant flapped its wings




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
gulls 
flapped around

 uttering their strange cries.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something attached at one point or loosely fastened) flutter or wave around




•
 
the tent bent with the gale, and the corners flapped furiously.










3.
 
wave (something) around or at something or someone




•
 
she flapped the duster angrily




•
 
she began flapping her arms to drive away the permeating cold.










4.
 
strike or attempt to strike (something) loosely with one's hand, a cloth, or a broad implement, especially to drive it away.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of something thin, such as cloth, paper, or metal, hinged or attached only on one side, that covers an opening or hangs down from something




•
 
the flap of the envelope




•
 
he pushed through the tent flap.










2.
 
a hinged or sliding section of an aircraft wing used to control lift




•
 
flaps are normally moved by the hydraulics




•
 
a final approach at sixty knots with 45° of flap.










3.
 
a large broad mushroom.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 a type of consonant produced by allowing the tip of the tongue to strike the alveolar ridge very briefly.




5.
 
a movement of a wing or an arm from side to side or up and down




•
 
the surviving bird made a few final despairing flaps.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the sound of something making a flapping movement




•
 
hear the coo of the dove, the flap of its wings.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a state of agitation; a panic




•
 
they're 
in a flap

 over who's going to take Henry's lectures.














III.
 
derivatives





flappy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably imitative.





flapdoodle

 
/ˈflapˌdo͞odl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 nonsense




•
 
people who are prey to dogmatic flapdoodle.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a fool.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: an arbitrary formation.





flapjack

 
/ˈflapˌjak/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pancake.











– origin

 from flap
 (in the dialect sense ‘toss a pancake’) + jack
 1
 .





flappable

 
/ˈflapəbəl/






adjective




excitable and quick to lose one's composure




•
 
he became totally flappable in her presence.



















flapper

 
/ˈflapər/






noun






‹informal›

 (in the 1920s) a fashionable young woman intent on enjoying herself and flouting conventional standards of behavior.

[late 19th cent.: probably from a dialect sense of the noun 
flap

 , ‘a woman of loose character.’]













flap valve

 
flapper valve






noun




a valve opened and closed by a plate hinged at one side.













flare

 
/fler/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden brief burst of bright flame or light




•
 
the flare of the match lit up his face.










2.
 
a device producing a bright flame, used especially as a signal or marker




•
 
a helicopter spotted a flare set off by the crew




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a flare gun.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sudden burst of intense emotion




•
 
she felt a flare of anger within her.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a sudden explosion in the chromosphere and corona of the sun or another star, resulting in an intense burst of radiation.

See also solar flare
 .




5.
 


[Photography]

 extraneous illumination on film caused by internal reflection in the camera.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a gradual widening, especially of a skirt or pants




•
 
as you knit, add a flare or curve a hem.










7.
 
an upward and outward curve of a vessel's bow, designed to throw the water outward when under way.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burn with a sudden intensity




•
 
the blaze across the water flared




•
 
the bonfire crackled and 
flared up

 .










2.
 
(of a light or a person's eyes) glow with a sudden intensity




•
 
her eyes flared at the stinging insult.










3.
 
(of an emotion) suddenly become manifest in a person or their expression




•
 
alarm flared in her eyes




•
 
tempers flared.










4.
 
(
flare up

 )
 — (of an illness or chronic medical complaint) recur unexpectedly and cause further discomfort




•
 
Tracy's pain has flared up again, this time almost beyond enduring.










5.
 
(especially of an argument, conflict, or trouble) suddenly become more violent or intense




•
 
a recurrent border dispute 
flared up

 again.










6.
 
(
flare up

 )
 — (of a person) suddenly become angry




•
 
she flared up, shouting at Jeff.










7.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
flared

 )
 — gradually become wider at one end




•
 
a flared skirt




•
 
the dress flared out into a huge train.










8.
 
(of a person's nostrils) dilate




•
 
his head lifted, his nostrils flaring.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) cause (the nostrils) to dilate.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘spread out (one's hair)’): of unknown origin. Current senses date from the 17th cent.





flare star






noun






[Astronomy]

 a dwarf star that displays spasmodic outbursts of radiation, believed to be due to extremely intense flares.













flare-up

 
/ˈfler ˌəp/






noun




a sudden outburst of something, especially violence or a medical condition




•
 
a flare-up between the two countries.




















flash

 
/flaSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a light or something that reflects light) shine in a bright but brief, sudden, or intermittent way




•
 
the lights started flashing




•
 (as 
adj.

 
flashing

 )
 
a police car with a flashing light.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to shine briefly or suddenly




•
 
the oncoming car flashed its lights.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shine or show a light to send (a signal)




•
 
red lights started to flash a warning.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (a swift or sudden look)




•
 
Carrie flashed a glance in his direction




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
she flashed him a withering look.










5.
 
express a sudden burst of emotion, especially anger, with a swift or sudden look




•
 
she glared at him, her eyes flashing.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — display (an image, words, or information) suddenly on a television or computer screen or electronic sign, typically briefly or repeatedly




•
 
suddenly the screen flashes a message.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an image or message) be displayed briefly or repeatedly on a screen




•
 
the election results flashed on the screen.










8.
 


‹informal›

 hold up or show (something, often proof of one's identity) quickly before replacing it




•
 
she opened her purse and flashed her ID card.










9.
 


‹informal›

 make a conspicuous display of (something) so as to impress or attract attention




•
 
they all flash their money around.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
flashing

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (especially of a man) show one's genitals briefly in public.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or pass very quickly




•
 
a look of terror flashed across Kirov's face




•
 
the scenery flashed by




•
 
another stray thought 
flashed through

 her mind.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send (news or information) swiftly by means of telegraphy or telecommunications




•
 
the story 
was flashed around

 the world.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden brief burst of bright light or a sudden glint from a reflective surface




•
 
the grenade exploded with a yellow flash of light




•
 
a lightning flash.










2.
 
a thing that occurs suddenly and within a brief period of time, in particular




3.
 
a sudden instance or manifestation of a quality, understanding, or humor




•
 
she had a 
flash of

 inspiration.










4.
 
a news flash.




5.
 
(
Flash

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a platform for producing and displaying animation and video in web browsers.




6.
 
a camera attachment that produces a brief very bright light, used for taking photographs in poor light




•
 
an electronic flash




•
 
if in any doubt, use flash




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
flash photography.










7.
 
excess plastic or metal forced between facing surfaces as two halves of a mold close up, forming a thin projection on the finished object.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a thing) ostentatiously expensive, elaborate, or up to date




•
 
a flash new car.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person) superficially attractive because stylish and full of brash charm




•
 
he was carrying this money around and trying to be flash.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 of or relating to thieves, prostitutes, or the underworld, especially their language.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
flash in the pan






a thing or person whose sudden but brief success is not repeated or repeatable




•
 
our start to the season was just a flash in the pan.







[with allusion to the priming of a firearm, the flash arising from an explosion of gunpowder from the pan within the lock.]









2.
 
in (or like) a flash






very quickly; immediately




•
 
she was out of the back door in a flash.















3.
 
(as) quick as a flash






(especially of a person's response or reaction) very quickly




•
 
quick as a flash, he was at her side.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
flash back






(of a person's thoughts or mind) briefly and suddenly recall a previous time or incident




•
 
her thoughts immediately flashed back to last night.















2.
 
flash over





a.
 
make an electric circuit by sparking across a gap.




b.
 
(of a fire) spread instantly across a gap because of intense heat.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘splash water about’): probably imitative; compare with flush
 1
 and splash
 .





flashback

 
/ˈflaSHˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a scene in a movie, novel, etc., set in a time earlier than the main story




•
 
in a series of flashbacks, we follow the pair through their teenage years.










2.
 
a sudden and disturbing vivid memory of an event in the past, typically as the result of psychological trauma or taking LSD.













flashboard

 
/ˈflaSHˌbôrd/






noun




a board used for increasing the depth of water behind a dam.













flashbulb

 
/ˈflaSHˌbəlb/






noun




a light bulb that flashes in order to illuminate a photographic subject, of a type that is used only once




•
 
suddenly flashbulbs were popping and whole rolls of film were squeezed off in seconds.



















flash burn

 
/ˈflaSH ˌbərn/






noun




a burn caused by sudden intense heat, as from a nuclear explosion.













flash card

 
/ˈflaSH ˌkärd/






noun




a card containing a small amount of information, held up for students to see, as an aid to learning.













flash crash






noun






[Stock Market]

 
‹informal›

 an extremely rapid decline in the price of one or more commodities or securities, typically one caused by automated trading




•
 
high frequency trading can trigger a flash crash.



















flashcube

 
/ˈflaSHˌkyo͞ob/






noun






‹dated›

 a set of four flashbulbs arranged in a cube and operated in turn.













flash drive

 
//






noun




a small electronic device containing flash memory that is used for storing data or transferring it to or from a computer, digital camera, etc.













flasher

 
/ˈflaSHər/






noun



1.
 
an automatic device causing a light to flash on and off rapidly.




2.
 
a signal using a flasher, for example a car's turn signal.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person, especially a man, who exposes his genitals in public.













flash fiction






noun




fiction that is extremely brief, typically only a few hundred words or fewer in its entirety.













flash flood

 
/ˈˌflaSH ˈfləd/






noun




a sudden local flood, typically due to heavy rain.













flash-freeze

 
/ˈflaSHˌfrēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
freeze (food or other material) rapidly so as to prevent the formation of ice crystals




•
 
the steaks were flash-frozen.














II.
 
derivatives





flash-freezer






noun





















flash-fry






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
flash-fried

 )


1.
 
fry (food) briefly and at a very high temperature.













flashgun

 
/ˈflaSHˌɡən/






noun




a device that gives a brief flash of intense light, used for taking photographs indoors or in poor light.













flashing

 
/ˈflaSHiNG/





I.
 
noun




a strip of metal used to stop water from penetrating the junction of a roof with another surface




•
 
flashings around chimneys




•
 
the lead flashing on the roof.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the earlier synonym 
flash

 (of unknown origin) + -ing
 1
 .





flashlight

 
/ˈflaSHˌlīt/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a battery-operated portable light.




2.
 
a flashing light used for signals and in lighthouses.




3.
 
a light giving an intense flash, used for photographing at night or indoors.













flash memory

 
/flaSH ˈmem(ə)rē/






noun






[Computing]

 a kind of memory that retains data in the absence of a power supply.




•
 
the diagnostics are kept in flash memory.



















flash mob





I.
 
noun




a large public gathering at which people perform an unusual or seemingly random act and then disperse, typically organized by means of the Internet or social media




•
 
equipped with cameras and LED lights, a flash mob of 135 people appeared out of nowhere to put on a performance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flash mobber






noun













2.
 
flash mobbing






noun





















flashover

 
/ˈflaSHˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
a high-voltage electric short circuit made through the air between exposed conductors.




2.
 
an instance of a fire spreading very rapidly across a gap because of intense heat.













flash photolysis






noun






[Chemistry]

 the use of an intense flash of light to bring about decomposition or dissociation in a heated gas, usually as a means of generating and studying short-lived molecules.













flashpoint

 
/ˈflaSHpoint /

 
flash point






noun



1.
 
a place, event, or time at which trouble, such as violence or anger, flares up




•
 
the flashpoint of the conflagration is just blocks away.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the temperature at which a particular organic compound gives off sufficient vapor to ignite in air.













flash suit






noun




a set of heatproof protective clothing.













flash tube






noun




a gas discharge tube used, especially in photography, to provide an electronic flash when a current is suddenly passed through it.













flash welding






noun




a welding process in which the ends of two metal parts are fused by heat generated from their resistance to an electric current and applied pressure.













flashy

 
/ˈflaSHē/





I.
 
adjective




ostentatiously attractive or impressive




•
 
he always had a flashy car.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flashily

 
/ˈflaSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
flashiness

 
/ˈflaSHēnəs /






noun






















flask

 
/flask/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container or bottle, in particular




2.
 
a narrow-necked glass container, typically conical or spherical, used in a laboratory to hold reagents or samples.




3.
 
a metal container for storing a small amount of liquor, typically to be carried in one's pocket




•
 
his silver flask of brandy.










4.
 
a narrow-necked bulbous glass container, typically with a covering of wickerwork, for storing wine or oil.




5.
 
a vacuum flask.




6.
 
the contents of a flask




•
 
a 
flask of

 coffee.










7.
 


‹historical›

 short for powder flask
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘cask’): from medieval Latin 
flasca

 . From the mid 16th cent. the word denoted a case of horn, leather, or metal for carrying gunpowder. The sense ‘glass container’ (late 17th cent.) was influenced by Italian 
fiasco

 , from medieval Latin 
flasco

 . Compare with flagon
 .






flat1


 
/flat/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
smooth and even; without marked lumps or indentations




•
 
a flat wall




•
 
trim the surface of the cake to make it completely flat.










2.
 
(of land) without hills




•
 
thirty-five acres of flat countryside.










3.
 
(of an expanse of water) calm and without waves.




4.
 
not sloping




•
 
the flat roof of a garage.










5.
 
having a broad level surface but little height or depth; shallow




•
 
a flat rectangular box




•
 
a flat cap.










6.
 
(of the foot) having an arch that is lower than usual.




7.
 
(of shoes) without heels or with very low heels.




8.
 
lacking interest or emotion; dull and lifeless




•
 
“I'm sorry,” he said, in a flat voice




•
 
her drawings were flat and unimaginative.










9.
 
(of a person) without energy; dispirited




•
 
his sense of intoxication wore off until he felt flat and weary.










10.
 
(of a market, prices, etc.) showing little activity; sluggish




•
 
cash flow was flat at $214 million




•
 
flat sales in the drinks industry.










11.
 
(of a sparkling drink) having lost its effervescence




•
 
flat champagne.










12.
 
(of something kept inflated, especially a tire) having lost some or all of its air, typically because of a puncture




•
 
you've got a flat tire.










13.
 
(of a color) uniform




•
 
the dress was a deadly, flat shade of gray.










14.
 
(of a photographic print or negative) lacking contrast.




15.
 


(US)

 (of paint) without gloss; matte.




16.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a fee, wage, or price) the same in all cases, not varying with changed conditions or in particular cases




•
 
a $30 flat fare.







See also flat rate
 .




17.
 
(of a denial, contradiction, or refusal) completely definite and firm; absolute




•
 
his statement was a flat denial that he had misbehaved.










18.
 
(of musical sound) below true or normal pitch.




19.
 
[
postpositive

 , in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a note) a semitone lower than a specified note




•
 
the double basses' opening low E-flat




•
 
you never have to change key from B-flat major.










20.
 
(of a key) having a flat or flats in the signature.




21.
 
(
Flat

 )
 — of or relating to flat racing




•
 
the Flat season.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or to a horizontal position




•
 
he was lying flat on his back




•
 
she had been knocked flat by the blast.










2.
 
lying in close juxtaposition, especially against another surface




•
 
his black curly hair was blown flat across his skull.










3.
 
so as to become smooth and even




•
 
I hammered the metal flat.










4.
 


‹informal›

 completely; absolutely




•
 
I'm turning you down flat




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she was going to be 
flat broke

 in a couple of days.










5.
 
after a phrase expressing a period of time to emphasize how quickly something can be done or has been done




•
 
you can prepare a healthy meal 
in ten minutes flat

 .










6.
 
below the true or normal pitch of musical sound




•
 
it wasn't a question of singing flat, but of simply singing the wrong notes.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the flat part of something




•
 
she placed the flat of her hand over her glass.










2.
 
a flat object, in particular




3.
 
(often 
flats

 )
 — an upright section of painted stage scenery mounted on a frame.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a flat tire.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shallow container in which seedlings are grown and sold.




6.
 
(often 
flats

 )
 — a shoe with a very low heel or no heel.




7.
 
a railroad car with a flat floor and no sides or roof; a flatcar.




8.
 
(usu. 
flats

 )
 — an area of low level ground, especially near water




•
 
the Utah salt flats.







See also mudflat
 .




9.
 
a musical note lowered a semitone below natural pitch.




10.
 
the sign ♭, indicating a flat.








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
flatted

 )
 — 

[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 lower (a note) by a semitone




•
 
“blue” harmony emphasizing the flatted third and seventh.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 make flat; flatten




•
 
flat the loaves down.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
fall flat






fail completely to produce the intended or expected effect




•
 
his jokes fell flat.















2.
 
fall flat on one's face





a.
 
fall over forward.




b.
 
fail in an embarrassingly obvious way




•
 
the president could fall flat on his face if the economy doesn't start improving soon.















3.
 
(as) flat as a pancake






see pancake
 .









4.
 
flat out





a.
 
as fast or as hard as possible




•
 
the whole team is working flat out to satisfy demand




•
 (as 
adj.

 
flat-out

 )
 
the album lacks the flat-out urgency of its predecessor.










b.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 without hesitation or reservation; unequivocally




•
 
in those early days I'd just flat out vote against foreign aid




•
 (as 
adj.

 
flat-out

 )
 
flat-out perjury.










c.
 
lying completely stretched out, especially asleep or exhausted




•
 
she was lying flat out on her pink bath towel.















5.
 
that's flat








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one has reached a decision and will not be persuaded to change one's mind




•
 
he won't go into a home and that's flat.


















VI.
 
derivatives





flattish

 
/ˈflatiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
flatr

 ; related to plant
 , platy-
 , plaza
 .





flat2


 
/flat/





I.
 
noun




British term for apartment
 .








II.
 
derivatives





flatlet

 
/ˈflatlət /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a floor or story): alteration of obsolete 
flet

 ‘floor, dwelling,’ of Germanic origin and related to flat
 1
 .





flat arch






noun






[Architecture]

 an arch with a flat lower or inner curve.

See also jack arch
 .













flatbed

 
/ˈflatˌbed/






noun



1.
 
a long flat area or structure




•
 
the flatbed of a truck.










2.
 
a vehicle with a flat load-carrying area


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a flatbed truck.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a letterpress printing machine in which the form is carried on a horizontal surface




•
 
a flatbed press.










4.
 


[Computing]

 a scanner, plotter, or other device that keeps paper flat during use


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the flatbed technology lets paper enter and exit the printer directly.



















flat-bed press






noun




a press in which a rotating cylinder equipped with paper makes contact with a horizontal printing surface.













flatboat

 
/ˈflatbōt/






noun




a cargo boat with a flat bottom for use in shallow water.













flatbread

 
/ˈflatbred/






noun




flat, thin, often unleavened bread.













flatbug

 
/ˈflatˌbəɡ/






noun




a broad flat bug that typically lives on or under loose bark.

[Family 
Aradidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : several species.]













Flatbush

 
/ˈflatˌbo͝oSH/






a residential and commercial section of central Brooklyn in New York City.









flatcar

 
/ˈflatˌkär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a railroad freight car without a roof or sides.













flat-chested

 
/ˌflatˈCHestəd/






adjective




(of a woman) having small breasts.













flat file






noun






[Computing]

 a file having no internal hierarchy.














flatfish

 
/ˈflatˌfiSH/






noun




a flattened marine fish that swims on its side with both eyes on the upper side. They live typically on the seabed and are colored to resemble it.

[Order 
Pleuronectiformes

 : several families, in particular 
Bothidae

 (left-eye flounders), 
Pleuronectidae

 (right-eye flounders), and 
Soleidae

 (soles).]













flatfoot

 
/ˈflatfo͝ot/






noun



1.
 
(also 
flat feet

 )
 — a condition in which the foot has an arch that is lower than usual




•
 
various surgical techniques are used to correct adult-acquired flatfoot




•
 
he had a severe case of flat feet and complained of back problems.










2.
 
(
pl.

 flatfoots or flatfeet )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a police officer




•
 
FBI flatfoots and Mafia goons.



















flat-footed





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having flat feet




•
 
a flat-footed, overweight cop.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unable to move quickly and smoothly; clumsy




•
 
getting caught in flat-footed ignorance can be uncomfortable.










3.
 


‹informal›

 not clever or imaginative; uninspired




•
 
he has little space for anecdote, but the text is no flat-footed catalog.














II.
 
phrases





catch someone flat-footed








‹informal›

 take someone by surprise




•
 
the rise of regional conflicts has caught military planners flat-footed.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flat-footedly






adverb













2.
 
flat-footedness






noun





















flat-four

 
/ˌflatˈfô(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective




(of an engine) having four horizontal cylinders, two on each side of the crankshaft.








II.
 
noun




a flat-four engine.














flathead

 
/ˈflathed/






noun



1.
 
(
Flathead

 )
 — a member of certain North American Indian peoples such as the Chinook, Choctaw, and Salish, named from their supposed practice of flattening their children's heads artificially.




2.
 


(US)

 the Salishan language spoken by those people.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish person.




4.
 
an edible tropical marine fish that has a pointed flattened head with the eyes positioned on the top, typically burrowing in the seabed with just the eyes showing.

[Family 
Platycephalidae

 : several genera and species.]




5.
 


(US)

 (of an engine) having the valves and spark plugs in the cylinder block rather than the cylinder head, which is essentially a flat plate.




6.
 
(of a vehicle) having a flathead engine.




7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 (of a screw) countersunk.













Flathead Range






a range of the Rocky Mountains in northwestern Montana. The 
Flathead River

 flows through the area.









flatiron

 
/ˈflatˌīərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an iron that was heated externally and used for pressing clothes.




2.
 (
flat iron

 )


a.
 
a heated device for straightening and styling hair.












II.
 
verb

 — (
flat-iron

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
straighten or style hair with a flat iron.













flatland

 
/ˈflatland/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
flatlands

 )
 — land with no hills, valleys, or mountains




•
 
another 100 miles of flatland.










2.
 
[as 
place name

 ]
 — an imagined land existing in only two dimensions.

[from the title of a book, 
Flatland

 (1884), by E. A. Abbot.]




3.
 


(Brit.)

 an urban area in which the majority of dwellings are flats (apartments)




•
 
London flatland.














II.
 
derivatives





flatlander






noun






•
 
she's been enthralling flatlanders with her tales of the mountains




























flat-leafed parsley

 
flat-leaf parsley






noun




parsley of a variety with large flat leaves.

Also called Italian parsley
 .













flatline

 
/ˈflatlīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) die.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a project or undertaking) fail




•
 
the film has flatlined.










3.
 


‹informal›

 fail to increase; remain static




•
 
their share of the vote has flatlined at about 3%.














II.
 
derivatives





flatliner






noun



















– origin

 1980s: from flat
 1
 + line
 1
 (with reference to the continuous straight line displayed on a heart monitor, indicating death).





flatly

 
/ˈflatlē/






adverb



1.
 
showing little interest or emotion




•
 
“You'd better go,” she said flatly.










2.
 
in a firm and unequivocal manner; absolutely




•
 
they flatly refused to play




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
his view seems to me flatly contrary to our evidence.










3.
 
in a smooth and even way




•
 
I applied the paint flatly.










4.
 


[Photography]

 without marked contrast of light and dark




•
 
the photographs were lit very flatly.



















flatmate

 
/ˈflatˌmāt/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person who shares a flat (apartment) with others




•
 
my flatmate moved out a month ago.



















flatness

 
/ˈflatnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of having a level surface without raised areas or indentations




•
 
the flatness of the external surface




•
 
I am transfixed by the flatness of her stomach.










2.
 
lack of hills in a landscape




•
 
the flatness of the desert stretched out uninterrupted for miles




•
 
extensive areas of relative flatness.










3.
 
lack of emotion or enthusiasm; dullness




•
 
neither the editing nor the score do much to help the film's emotional flatness




•
 
there's no escaping the flatness of the characters.










4.
 
lack of activity of trade, prices, etc.; sluggishness




•
 
investors seem content with progress, despite the flatness of revenue and profits.










5.
 
loss of effervescence in a sparkling drink.




6.
 
loss of air in something inflated, such as a tire.




7.
 
the quality of a musical sound being below normal pitch




•
 
the flatness of the vocals.



















flatpack

 
/ˈflatpak/






noun






[Electronics]

 a package for an integrated circuit consisting of a rectangular sealed unit with a number of horizontal metal pins protruding from its sides.













flat race

 
/ˈflat ˈˌrās/





I.
 
noun




a horse race over level ground, as opposed to a steeplechase or hurdles.








II.
 
derivatives





flat racing

 
/ˈflat ˈˌrāsiNG /






noun






















flat rate

 
/ˈflat ˈˌrāt/






noun



1.
 
a charge that is the same in all cases, not varying in proportion with something




•
 
a system of charging a flat rate per household




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
replacing the fee-for-service system with flat-rate payments.










2.
 
a rate of taxation that is not progressive, but remains at the same proportion on all amounts.













flat screen






noun




[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a television or computer screen that is perfectly flat rather than slightly curved and has a slim casing




•
 
a flat-screen TV.



















flat sheet






noun




an ordinary sheet for a bed as distinct from a fitted one.













flat spin

 
/ˈflat ˈˌspin/






noun






[Aeronautics]

 a spin in which an aircraft descends in tight circles while remaining almost horizontal.













flatten

 
/ˈflatn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become flat or flatter


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
spoon the mixture into the pan, flatten into cakes, and fry until brown




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the ground 
flattened out

 and became marshy




•
 (as 
adj.

 
flattened

 )
 
they were dancing on the flattened grass.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — press (oneself or one's body) against a surface, typically to get away from something or to let someone pass




•
 
they 
flattened themselves

 on the pavement as a bomb came whistling down.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 lower (a note) in pitch by a half step.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — raze (a building or settlement) to the ground




•
 
the hurricane flattened thousands of homes.










5.
 


‹informal›

 knock someone down with power and vigor




•
 
once I'm in the ring, I know I can flatten him.










6.
 


‹informal›

 defeat (someone) completely, especially in a sports contest.








II.
 
phrasal verbs





flatten out





a.
 
(of an increasing quantity or rate) show a less marked rise; slow down.




b.
 
make an aircraft fly horizontally after a dive or climb




•
 
he flattened out and made a fine three-point landing.


















III.
 
derivatives





flattener






noun





















flatter

 
/ˈfladər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lavish insincere praise and compliments upon (someone), especially to further one's own interests




•
 
she was flattering him to avoid doing what he wanted.










2.
 
give an unrealistically favorable impression of




•
 
the portraitist flatters his sitter to the detriment of his art.










3.
 
(usu. 
be flattered

 )
 — make (someone) feel honored and pleased


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
I was very flattered to be given the commission




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
at least I am flattered that you don't find me boring.










4.
 
(
flatter oneself

 )
 — make oneself feel pleased by believing something favorable about oneself, typically something that is unfounded


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I flatter myself I'm the best dressed man here.










5.
 
(of a color or a style of clothing) make (someone) appear more attractive or to the best advantage




•
 
the muted fuchsia shade flattered her pale skin.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 please (the ear or eye)




•
 
the beauty of the stone flattered the young clergyman's eyes.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps a back-formation from flattery
 .





flatterer

 
/ˈfladərər/






noun




a person who lavishes praise, often insincerely; a sycophant




•
 
he is not allowing flatterers to deceive him.



















flattering

 
/ˈfladəriNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their remarks) full of praise and compliments




•
 
the article began with some flattering words about us.










2.
 
pleasing; gratifying


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
it was flattering to have a pretty girl like Frances so obviously fond of him.










3.
 
enhancing someone's appearance




•
 
I don't think anything sleeveless is very flattering




•
 
that's a flattering picture of him.














II.
 
derivatives





flatteringly

 
/ˈfladəriNGlē /






adverb






















flattery

 
/ˈfladərē/





I.
 
noun




excessive and insincere praise, especially that given to further one's own interests




•
 
his healthy distrust of courtiers' flattery.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
flaterie

 , from 
flater

 ‘stroke, flatter,’ probably of Germanic origin and related to flat
 1
 .





flattop

 
/ˈflatˌtäp/






noun



1.
 
a man's hairstyle in which the hair is cropped short so that it bristles up into a flat surface




•
 
a blond flattop and a faint blond mustache.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an aircraft carrier.




3.
 
an acoustic guitar that has a flat rather than a curved front




•
 
he had a guitar, an old Gibson flattop.



















flatulence

 
/ˈflaCHələns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the accumulation of gas in the alimentary canal




•
 
foods that may cause flatulence.










2.
 
inflated or pretentious speech or writing; pomposity




•
 
the flatulence characterizing his writings.














II.
 
derivatives





flatulency






noun





















flatulent

 
/ˈflaCHələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suffering from or marked by an accumulation of gas in the alimentary canal




•
 
treat flatulent cows with caustic soda.










2.
 
related to or causing an accumulation of gas in the alimentary canal




•
 
the flatulent effect of beans.










3.
 
inflated or pretentious in speech or writing




•
 
the days of flatulent oratory are gone.














II.
 
derivatives





flatulently






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French from modern Latin 
flatulentus

 , from Latin 
flatus

 ‘blowing’ (see flatus
 ).






flatus

 
/ˈflādəs/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 gas in or from the stomach or intestines, produced by swallowing air or by bacterial fermentation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘blowing,’ from 
flare

 ‘to blow.’






flatware

 
/ˈflatˌwer/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 eating utensils such as knives, forks, and spoons.




2.
 
relatively flat dishes such as plates and saucers.

The opposite of hollowware
 .













flatwater

 
/ˈflatˌwôdər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 slowly moving water in a river, as opposed to rapids


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
flatwater kayak and canoe teams.



















flat water






noun




ordinary tap or bottled drinking water, as opposed to sparkling water




•
 
you won't get flat water here unless you request it.



















flatworm

 
/ˈflatˌwərm/






noun




a worm of a phylum that includes the planarians together with the parasitic flukes and tapeworms. They are distinguished by having a simple flattened body that lacks blood vessels, and a digestive tract that, if present, has a single opening.

[Phylum 
Platyhelminthes

 : several classes.]













flat-woven

 
/ˈflatˌwōvən/





I.
 
adjective




(of a carpet or rug) woven so as not to form a projecting pile.








II.
 
derivatives





flat-weave






noun





















Flaubert, Gustave

 
/flōˈber/






(1821–80), French novelist and short-story writer. A dominant figure in the French realist school, he is noted for 
Madame Bovary

 (1857), his first published novel.









flaunt

 
/flônt flänt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display (something) ostentatiously, especially in order to provoke envy or admiration or to show defiance




•
 
newly rich consumers eager to flaunt their prosperity.










2.
 
(
flaunt oneself

 )
 — dress or behave in a sexually provocative way.








II.
 
phrases





if you've got it, flaunt it








‹informal›

 one should make a conspicuous and confident show of one's wealth or attributes rather than be modest about them.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flaunter






noun













2.
 
flaunty






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 
Flaunt

 and 
flout

 may sound similar but they have different meanings. 
Flaunt

 means ‘display ostentatiously,’ as in tourists who liked to 
flaunt

 their wealth, while 
flout

 means ‘openly disregard (a rule or convention),’ as in new recruits growing their hair and 
flouting

 convention. It is a common error, recorded since around the 1940s, to use 
flaunt

 when 
flout

 is intended, as in the young woman had been 
flaunting

 the rules and regulations.





flauta

 
/ˈfloudə/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican dish consisting of a tortilla that is rolled around a filling of meat and cheese and then fried




•
 
I ordered the flautas and a margarita.

















– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘flute.’





flautist

 
/ˈflôdəst ˈfloudəst/





I.
 
noun




a flutist.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (superseding 17th-cent. 
flutist

 in British English use): from Italian 
flautista

 , from 
flauto

 ‘flute.’





flavanone

 
/ˈflāvəˌnōn/






noun




a colorless, crystalline derivative of flavone.













flavescent

 
/fləˈves(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




yellowish or turning yellow.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
flavescent-

 ‘turning yellow,’ from the verb 
flavescere

 , from 
flavus

 ‘yellow.’





Flavian

 
/ˈflāvēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a dynasty (
AD

 69–96) of Roman emperors including Vespasian and his sons Titus and Domitian.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Flavian dynasty.











– origin

 from Latin 
Flavianus

 , from 
Flavius

 , a given name used by this dynasty.






flavin

 
/ˈflāvin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of naturally occurring pigments including riboflavin. They have a tricyclic aromatic molecular structure.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
flavus

 ‘yellow’ + -in
 1
 .






flavine

 
/ˈflāvēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 an antiseptic derived from acridine.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for quercetin
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
flavus

 ‘yellow’ + -ine
 4
 .





flavivirus

 
/ˈflāvəˌvīrəs/






noun




any of a group of RNA viruses, mostly having arthropod vectors, that cause a number of serious human diseases including yellow fever, dengue, various types of encephalitis, and hepatitis C.

[Family 
Flaviviridae

 , three genera.]













flavone

 
/ˈflāvōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline compound that is the basis of a number of white or yellow plant pigments.

[A tricyclic aromatic compound; chem. formula: C15
 H10
 O2
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of the plant pigments of which flavone is the basis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
flavus

 ‘yellow’ + -one
 .





flavonoid

 
/ˈflāvəˌnoid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a large class of plant pigments having a structure based on or similar to that of flavone.













flavoprotein

 
/ˌflāvəˈprōtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of conjugated proteins that contain flavins and are involved in oxidation reactions in cells.











– origin

 1930s: blend of flavin
 and protein
 .





flavor

 
/ˈflāvər /

 


‹Brit.›

 flavour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the distinctive taste of a food or drink




•
 
the yogurt comes in eight fruit flavors




•
 
adding sun-dried tomatoes gives the sauce extra flavor.










2.
 
the general quality of taste in a food




•
 
no other cracker adds so much flavor to the cheese.










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a substance used to alter or enhance the taste of food or drink; a flavoring




•
 
we use vanilla and almond flavors.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an indication of the essential character of something




•
 
the extracts give 
a flavor of

 the content and tone of the conversation.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a distinctive quality or atmosphere




•
 
whitewashed walls and red pantiles gave the resort a Mediterranean flavor.










6.
 
a kind, variety, or sort




•
 
various flavors of firewall are evolving.










7.
 


[Physics]

 a quantized property of quarks that differentiates them into at least six varieties (up, down, charmed, strange, top, bottom).

Compare with color
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter or enhance the taste of (food or drink) by adding a particular ingredient




•
 
they use a wide range of spices to flavor their foods




•
 
chunks of chicken flavored with herbs.










2.
 
give a distinctive quality to




•
 
the faint exasperation that had flavored her tone.














III.
 
phrases





flavor of the month






a person or thing that enjoys a short period of great popularity




•
 
social networking is no longer the flavor of the month among investors.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flavorful

 
/ˈflāvərfəl /






adjective













2.
 
flavorless

 
/ˈflāvərləs /






adjective













3.
 
flavorsome

 
/ˈflāvərsəm /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fragrance, aroma’): from Old French 
flaor

 , perhaps based on a blend of Latin 
flatus

 ‘blowing’ and 
foetor

 ‘stench’; the 
-v-

 appears to have been introduced in Middle English by association with savor
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 17th cent.





flavored

 
/ˈflāvərd /

 


‹Brit.›

 flavoured






adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) having a particular type of taste


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the peanut oil is light but fairly full-flavored.










2.
 
(of food or drink) having been given a particular taste by the addition of a flavoring




•
 
a flavored drink




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
chicken breasts in lemon-flavored stock.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a particular distinctive quality




•
 
the band knocked out some fine rock 'n' roll-flavored singles.



















flavor enhancer






noun




a chemical additive, e.g., monosodium glutamate, used to intensify the flavor of food.













flavoring

 
/ˈflāvəriNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 flavouring






noun




a substance used to give a different, stronger, or more agreeable taste to food or drink




•
 
vanilla flavoring




•
 
mustard has been used as a flavoring for thousands of years.



















flavorous

 
/ˈflāvərəs/






adjective






‹dated›

 having a pleasant or pungent flavor.














flaw1


 
/flô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark, fault, or other imperfection that mars a substance or object




•
 
plates with flaws in them were sold at the outlet store.










2.
 
a fault or weakness in a person's character




•
 
he had his flaws, but he was still a great teacher.










3.
 
a mistake or shortcoming in a plan, theory, or legal document that causes it to fail or reduces its effectiveness




•
 
there were fundamental 
flaws in

 the case for reforming local government.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be flawed

 )


1.
 
(of an imperfection) mar, weaken, or invalidate (something)




•
 
the computer game was flawed by poor programming.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old Norse 
flaga

 ‘slab’; see flag
 2
 . The original sense was ‘a flake of snow,’ later, ‘a fragment or splinter,’ hence ‘a defect or imperfection’ (late 15th cent).





flaw2


 
/flô/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a squall of wind; a short storm.











– origin

 early 16th cent.





flawed

 
/flôd/






adjective



1.
 
blemished, damaged, or imperfect in some way




•
 
flawed crystals.










2.
 
(of a person) having a weakness in character




•
 
a flawed hero.



















flawless

 
/ˈflôləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without any blemishes or imperfections; perfect




•
 
her brown flawless skin.










2.
 
without any mistakes or shortcomings




•
 
he greeted her in almost flawless English.














II.
 
derivatives





flawlessness

 
/ˈflôləsnəs /






noun





















flawlessly

 
/ˈflôləslē/






adverb




in a manner free from imperfections or defects; perfectly




•
 
the system works flawlessly




•
 
a flawlessly executed campaign.



















flax

 
/flaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blue-flowered herbaceous plant that is cultivated for its seed (linseed) and for textile fiber made from its stalks.

[
Linum usitatissimum

 , family 
Linaceae

 .]




2.
 
textile fiber obtained from the flax plant




•
 
a mill for the preparation and spinning of flax.










3.
 
used in names of other plants of the flax family (e.g., 
purging flax

 ) or plants that yield similar fiber (e.g., 
false flax

 ).











– origin

 Old English 
flæx

 ; related to Dutch 
vlas

 and German 
Flachs

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
plectere

 and Greek 
plekein

 ‘to plait, twist.’





flaxen

 
/ˈflaksən/






adjective



1.
 
of flax.




2.
 
(especially of hair) of the pale yellow color of dressed flax




•
 
her long flaxen hair.




















flaxseed

 
/ˈflak(s)sēd/






noun



1.
 
another term for linseed
 .




2.
 
a pupa of the Hessian fly, which resembles a seed of flax.













flay

 
/flā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
peel the skin off (a corpse or carcass)




•
 
one shoulder had been flayed to reveal the muscles.










2.
 
peel (the skin) off a corpse or carcass




•
 
she flayed the white skin from the flesh.










3.
 
whip or beat (someone) so harshly as to remove their skin




•
 
Matthew flayed them viciously with a branch.










4.
 
criticize severely and brutally




•
 
he flayed the government for not moving fast enough on economic reform.














II.
 
derivatives





flayer

 
/ˈflāər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
flēan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
vlaen

 .





F layer





I.
 
noun




the highest and most strongly ionized region of the ionosphere.











– origin

 1920s: arbitrary use of 
F

 + layer
 .





fld.






abbreviation



1.
 
field.




2.
 
fluid.













fl dr






abbreviation




fluid dram.













flea

 
/flē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small wingless jumping insect that feeds on the blood of mammals and birds. It sometimes transmits diseases through its bite, including plague and myxomatosis.

[Order 
Siphonaptera

 : several families and many species, including the 
human flea

 (
Pulex irritans

 ) and the 
cat flea

 (
Ctenocephalides felis

 ).]




2.
 
short for flea beetle
 .




3.
 
a water flea (see daphnia
 ).








II.
 
phrases





a flea in one's ear






a sharp reproof




•
 
she expected to be 
sent away with a flea in her ear

 .





















– origin

 Old English 
flēa

 , 
flēah

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlo

 and German 
Floh

 .





fleabag

 
/ˈflēˌbaɡ/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a seedy, run-down hotel or lodging house.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a shabby and unpleasant person or thing.













fleabane

 
/ˈflēbān/






noun




a herbaceous plant of the daisy family, reputed to drive away fleas.

[
Erigeron

 , 
Pulicaria

 , and other genera, family 
Compositae

 : in particular the pink-flowered 
common fleabane

 (
E. philadelphicus

 ) and the white-flowered 
daisy fleabane

 (
E. annus

 ).]














flea beetle






noun




a small jumping leaf beetle that can be a pest of plants such as crucifers.

[
Phyllotreta

 and other genera, family 
Chrysomelidae

 .]













fleabite

 
/ˈflēbīt/






noun



1.
 
a small red mark caused by the bite of a flea.




2.
 
a trivial injury or cost




•
 
the proposed energy tax amounted to little more than a fleabite.



















flea-bitten

 
/ˈflēbitn/






adjective



1.
 
bitten by or infested with fleas.




2.
 


‹informal›

 sordid, shabby, or disreputable




•
 
this flea-bitten gross-out movie seems to believe that it's about something.



















flea circus






noun




a novelty show of performing fleas.













flea collar

 
/ˈflē ˌkälər/






noun




a collar for a cat or dog that is impregnated with insecticide in order to keep the pet free of fleas.













flea-flicker






noun






[Football]

 a designed play in which a pass is thrown to a receiver who then laterals to a teammate.













flea market

 
/ˈflē ˌmärkət/






noun




a market, typically outdoors, selling secondhand goods.













fleapit

 
/ˈflēˌpit/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a dingy, dirty place, especially a run-down movie theater.













flèche

 
/flāSH, fleSH/





I.
 
noun




a slender spire, typically over the intersection of the nave and the transept of a Gothic church.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘arrow.’





flechette

 
/flāˈSHet, fleSHˈet /

 
fléchette





I.
 
noun




a type of ammunition resembling a small dart, shot from a gun.











– origin

 World War I: from French 
fléchette

 , diminutive of 
flèche

 ‘arrow.’





fleck

 
/flek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very small patch of color or light




•
 
his blue eyes had gray flecks in them




•
 


flecks of

 sunshine.










2.
 
a small particle or speck of something




•
 
brushing a few 
flecks of

 dandruff from his suit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark or dot with small patches of color or particles of something




•
 
the minarets are flecked with gold leaf.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): perhaps from Old Norse 
flekkr

 (noun), 
flekka

 (verb), or from Middle Low German, Middle Dutch 
vlecke

 .





fled

 
/fled/






past and past participle of flee
 .










fledge

 
/flej/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a young bird) develop wing feathers that are large enough for flight.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring up (a young bird) until its wing feathers are developed enough for flight.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (an arrow) with feathers.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the obsolete adjective 
fledge

 ‘ready to fly,’ from Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlug

 ‘quick, agile,’ also to fly
 1
 .





fledged

 
/flejd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a young bird) having wing feathers that are large enough for flight; able to fly.

See also full-fledged
 .




2.
 
(of a person or thing) having just taken on the role specified




•
 
our discipline is so new fledged that the FBI had to take its cases to the Smithsonian for analysis.










3.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 (of an arrow) provided with feathers.













fledgling

 
/ˈflejliNG /

 
fledgeling





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young bird that has just fledged.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a person or organization that is immature, inexperienced, or underdeveloped




•
 
the fledgling democracies of eastern Europe.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the obsolete adjective 
fledge

 (see fledge
 ), on the pattern of 
nestling

 .






flee

 
/flē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run away from a place or situation of danger




•
 
a man was shot twice as he 
fled from

 five masked youths.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — run away from (someone or something)




•
 
he was forced to 
flee the country






•
 


‹figurative›

 all remaining doubt that he was a guerilla began to flee my mind.

















– origin

 Old English 
flēon

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlieden

 and German 
fliehen

 .





fleece

 
/flēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the woolly covering of a sheep or goat




•
 
as the sheep came on board, we grabbed their long shaggy fleeces




•
 
he clutched the ram by two handfuls of thick fleece.










2.
 
the amount of wool shorn from a sheep in a single piece at one time.




3.
 
a thing resembling a sheep's woolly covering, in particular




4.
 
a soft warm fabric with a texture similar to sheep's wool, used as a lining material.




5.
 
a jacket or other garment made from a fleece fabric.




6.
 


[Heraldry]

 a representation of a fleece suspended from a ring.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 obtain a great deal of money from (someone), typically by overcharging or swindling them




•
 
money that authorities say he fleeced from well-to-do acquaintances.










2.
 


‹literary›

 cover as if with a fleece




•
 
the sky was half blue, half fleeced with white clouds.

















– origin

 Old English 
flēos

 , 
flēs

 ; related to Dutch 
vlies

 and German 
Vlies

 .





fleeced

 
/flēst/






adjective



1.
 
(of a sheep or goat) having a woolly covering




•
 
heavily fleeced sheep hunkered down for shelter




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a golden-fleeced ram.










2.
 
(of a garment) lined with a soft warm fabric with a texture similar to sheep's wool


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a white-fleeced jacket.



















fleecy

 
/ˈflēsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a towel or garment) made of or lined with a soft, warm fabric




•
 
a fleecy sweatshirt.










2.
 
(especially of a cloud) white and fluffy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fleecily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
fleeciness

 
/-sēnis /






noun





















fleer

 
/ˈflir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 laugh impudently or jeeringly




•
 
he fleered at us.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an impudent or jeering look or speech.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian and Swedish dialect 
flira

 ‘to grin.’





fleet1


 
/flēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the largest group of naval vessels under one commander, organized for specific tactical or other purposes




•
 
an invasion fleet.










2.
 
(
the fleet

 )
 — a country's navy




•
 
the US fleet.










3.
 
a group of ships sailing together, engaged in the same activity, or under the same ownership




•
 
the small port supports a fishing fleet.










4.
 
a number of ships, vehicles or aircraft operating together or under the same ownership




•
 


a fleet of

 ambulances took the injured to hospital.

















– origin

 Old English 
flēot

 ‘ship, shipping,’ from 
flēotan

 ‘float, swim’ (see fleet
 4
 ).





fleet2


 
/flēt/





I.
 
adjective




fast and nimble in movement




•
 
a man of advancing years, but 
fleet of foot

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fleetly






adverb













2.
 
fleetness






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from Old Norse 
fljótr

 , of Germanic origin and related to fleet
 4
 .





fleet3


 
/flēt/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a marshland creek, channel, or ditch.











– origin

 Old English 
flēot

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vliet

 , also to fleet
 4
 .






fleet4


 
/flēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 move or pass quickly




•
 
a variety of expressions fleeted across his face




•
 
time may fleet and youth may fade.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 pass (time) rapidly.




3.
 


‹literary›

 fade away; be transitory




•
 
the cares of boyhood 
fleet away

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
flēotan

 ‘float, swim,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlieten

 and German 
fliessen

 , also to flit
 and float
 .






Fleet Admiral






noun




an admiral of the highest rank in the US Navy (awarded only in wartime).













fleet-footed

 
/ˌflētˈfo͝odəd/






adjective




nimble and fast on one's feet




•
 
the fleet-footed sprinter captured his third gold medal.



















fleeting

 
/ˈflēdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




lasting for a very short time




•
 
hoping to get a fleeting glimpse of a whale underwater.














II.
 
derivatives





fleetingness






noun





















fleetingly

 
/ˈflēdiNGlē/






adverb




for a very short time




•
 
only fleetingly does she let any strain show.



















Fleet Street

 
/ˈflēt ˌstrēt/






a street in central London in which the offices of national newspapers were located until the mid-1980s (often used to refer to the British press)




•
 
the hottest story in Fleet Street.















Flem.






abbreviation




Flemish.













Fleming

 
/ˈflemiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Flanders.




2.
 
a member of the Flemish-speaking people inhabiting northern and western Belgium.

Compare with Walloon
 .











– origin

 late Old English 
Flæmingi

 , from Old Norse, reinforced by Middle Dutch 
Vlāming

 , related to 
Vlaanderen

 ‘Flanders.’





Fleming, Ian






(1908–64), English novelist; full name 
Ian Lancaster Fleming

 . He is known for his spy novels whose hero is the secret agent James Bond. Many of these James Bond stories were made into movies.










Fleming, Peggy






(1948–), US figure skater. She was world champion 1966–68 and won an Olympic gold medal in 1968.









Fleming, Renée






(1959–), US opera singer. She made her debut with the Metropolitan Opera in 1991 and is known for her interpretation of the bel canto repertory and for her enthusiasm for contemporary operas.









Fleming, Sir Alexander

 
/ˈflemiNG/






(1881–1955), Scottish bacteriologist. In 1928, Fleming discovered the effect of penicillin on bacteria. Twelve years later, Howard Florey and Ernst Chain established its therapeutic use as an antibiotic. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1945), shared with Florey and Chain.









Fleming's left-hand rule

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a mnemonic concerning the behavior of a current-carrying conductor in a magnetic field, according to which the directions of the magnetic field, the current, and the force exerted on the conductor are indicated respectively by the first finger, second finger, and thumb of the left hand when these are held out perpendicular to each other.







– origin

 1920s: proposed by English engineer John Ambrose Fleming (1849–1945).





Fleming's right-hand rule

 

‹Physics›







a mnemonic concerning the behavior of a conductor moving in a magnetic field, according to which the directions of the magnetic field, the induced current, and the motion of the conductor are indicated respectively by the first finger, second finger, and thumb of the right hand when these are held out perpendicular to each other.









Flemish

 
/ˈflemiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Dutch language as spoken in Flanders, one of the two official languages of Belgium.




2.
 
(
the Flemish

 ) [as 
plural noun

 ]
 — the people of Flanders.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Flanders, its people, or their language.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
Vlāmisch

 , related to 
Vlaanderen

 ‘Flanders.’






Flemish bond






noun






[Building]

 a pattern of bricks in a wall in which each course consists of alternate headers and stretchers.













flense

 
/flens /

 
flench





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
slice the skin or fat from (a carcass, especially that of a whale).




2.
 
strip (skin or fat) from a carcass




•
 
the skin had been 
flensed off

 .














II.
 
derivatives





flenser






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.






flesh

 
/fleSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the soft substance consisting of muscle and fat that is found between the skin and bones of an animal or a human




•
 
she grabbed Anna's arm, her fingers sinking into the flesh.










2.
 
the flesh of an animal, regarded as food




•
 
the food an animal eats will affect the taste and texture of its flesh




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a flesh-eater.










3.
 
the pulpy substance of a fruit or vegetable, especially the part that is eaten




•
 
halve the avocados and scrape out the flesh.










4.
 
the skin or surface of the human body with reference to its color, appearance, or sensual properties




•
 
she gasped as the cold water hit her flesh.










5.
 
(
the flesh

 )
 — the human body and its physical needs and desires, especially as contrasted with the mind or the soul




•
 
I have never been one to deny the 
pleasures of the flesh

 .










6.
 
flesh color.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
flesh out

 )
 — put weight on




•
 
he had fleshed out to a solid 220 pounds.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
flesh something out

 )
 — add more details to something that exists only in a draft or outline form




•
 
the theorists have fleshed out a variety of scenarios.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 give (a hound or hawk) a piece of the flesh of game that has been killed in order to incite it.




4.
 


‹literary›

 initiate (someone) in bloodshed or warfare




•
 
he fleshed his troops by indulging them with enterprises against the enemy's posts.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
fleshing

 )
 — remove the flesh adhering to (a skin or hide)




•
 
after fleshing, the hide is soaked again.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all flesh






all human and animal life.









2.
 
go the way of all flesh






die or come to an end.









3.
 
in the flesh






in person rather than via a telephone, a movie, the written word, or other means




•
 
they decided that they should meet Alexander in the flesh.















4.
 
lose flesh








‹archaic›

 become thinner.









5.
 
make someone's flesh crawl (or creep)






another way of saying make someone's skin crawl
 (see skin
 ).









6.
 
one flesh






used to refer to the spiritual and physical union of two people in a relationship, especially marriage




•
 
my body is his, his is mine: one flesh.







[with biblical allusion to Gen. 2:24.]









7.
 
put flesh on (the bones of) something






add more details to something that exists only in a draft or outline form




•
 
he has yet to put flesh on his “big idea.”















8.
 
put on flesh






put on weight.









9.
 
sins of the flesh








‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 sins related to physical indulgence, especially sexual gratification.












IV.
 
derivatives





fleshless

 
/ˈfleSHləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
flǣsc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlees

 and German 
Fleisch

 .





flesh and blood





I.
 
noun




used to emphasize that a person is a physical, living being with human emotions or frailties, often in contrast to something abstract, spiritual, or mechanical




•
 
the customer is flesh and blood, not just a sales statistic




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he seemed more like a creature from a dream than a flesh-and-blood father.














II.
 
phrases





one's (own) flesh and blood






a near relative or one's close family




•
 
he felt as much for that girl as if she had been his own flesh and blood.























flesh color

 
/fleSH ˈkələr/





I.
 
noun




a light brownish pink.








II.
 
derivatives





flesh-colored

 
/ˈfleSHˌkələrd /






adjective





















flesh-eating

 
/ˈfleSHˌēdiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of an animal or plant) carnivorous




•
 
flesh-eating carrion crows




•
 
a flesh-eating pitcher plant.










2.
 
(of a disease or microorganism) destructive to body tissue




•
 
flesh-eating bacteria.










3.
 
(of a supernatural creature) feeding on human flesh




•
 
flesh-eating zombies.



















fleshed

 
/fleSHt/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having flesh of a specified kind




•
 
thick white-fleshed fish




•
 
soft-fleshed fruits.



















flesher

 
/ˈfleSHər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a knife for fleshing hides.




2.
 
a person who fleshes hides.













flesh fly






noun




a fly that breeds in carrion, typically producing live young that are deposited on a carcass.

[Family 
Sarcophagidae

 : 
Sarcophaga

 and other genera.]













fleshings

 
/ˈfleSHiNGz/






plural noun




flesh-colored tights worn by actors.













fleshly

 
/ˈfleSHlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to human desire or bodily appetites; sensual




•
 
fleshly pleasures.










2.
 
having an actual physical presence




•
 
we will shed the lofty metaphysical Cage and incorporate the earlier dynamic and fleshly Cage.

















– origin

 Old English 
flǣsclic

 (see flesh
 , -ly
 1
 ).





fleshpots

 
/ˈfleSHˌpäts/





I.
 
plural noun




places providing luxurious or hedonistic living




•
 
he had lived the life of a roué in the fleshpots of London and Paris.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: with biblical allusion to the 
fleshpots of Egypt

 (Exod. 16:3).





flesh side






noun




the side of a hide that adjoins the flesh.













flesh wound

 
/ˈfleSH ˌwo͞ond/






noun




a wound that breaks the skin but does not damage bones or vital organs.













fleshy

 
/ˈfleSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or part of the body) having a substantial amount of flesh; plump




•
 
her torso was full, fleshy, and heavy.










2.
 
(of plant or fruit tissue) soft and thick




•
 
fleshy, greeny-gray leaves.










3.
 
resembling flesh in appearance or texture.








II.
 
derivatives





fleshiness

 
/ˈfleSHēnəs /






noun





















fletch

 
/fleCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (an arrow) with feathers for flight




•
 
most arrows are fletched with 3- to 5-inch feathers.














II.
 
noun




each of the feathered vanes of an arrow


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a four-fletch arrow.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of fledge
 , probably influenced by 
fletcher

 .





fletcher

 
/ˈfleCHər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person who makes and sells arrows.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
flechier

 , from 
fleche

 ‘arrow.’





Fletcher, John

 
/ˈfleCHər/






(1579–1625), English playwright. A writer of Jacobean tragicomedies, he wrote about 15 plays with Francis Beaumont and is also believed to have collaborated with William Shakespeare on such plays as 
The Two Noble Kinsmen

 and 
Henry VIII

 (both 
c.

 1613).









fletching

 
/ˈfleCHiNG/






noun




the feathers of an arrow




•
 
it has good-sized fletching




•
 
he repairs damaged fletchings.



















fleur-de-lis

 
/ˈˌflər də ˈˌlē /

 
fleur-de-lys





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Art]

 
[Heraldry]

 a stylized lily composed of three petals bound together near their bases. It is especially known from the former royal arms of France, in which it appears in gold on a blue field.




2.
 
a European iris.

[Genus 
Iris

 , family 
Iridaceae

 , in particular 
I.

 × 
germanica

 ‘Florentina’ (with bluish-white flowers) or 
I. pseudacorus

 (the yellow flag).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
flour de lys

 ‘flower of the lily.’





fleur de sel

 
/ˈflər də ˈsel, ˈflo͝or/





I.
 
noun




French sea salt.











– origin

 French, literally ‘flower of salt.’





fleuron

 
/ˈflərän ˈflo͝orän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flower-shaped ornament, used especially on buildings, coins, books, and pastry.




2.
 
a small pastry puff used for garnishing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
floron

 , from 
flour

 (see flower
 ).





flew

 
/flo͞o/






past of fly
 1
 .









flews

 
/flo͞oz/





I.
 
plural noun




the thick hanging lips of a bloodhound or similar dog.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





flex

 
/fleks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend (a limb or joint)




•
 
she saw him flex his ankle and wince.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a limb or joint) become bent




•
 
prevent the damaged wrist from flexing.










3.
 
cause (a muscle) to stand out by contracting or tensing it




•
 
bodybuilders flexing their muscles.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a muscle) contract or be tensed




•
 
a muscle flexed in his jaw.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a material) be capable of warping or bending and then reverting to shape




•
 
set windows in rubber so they flex during an earthquake.










6.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
flexed

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 place (a corpse) with the legs drawn up under the chin




•
 
a flexed burial.














II.
 
noun




the action or state of flexing




•
 
add rigidity and eliminate brake flex.














III.
 
phrases





flex one's muscles






see muscle
 .















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
flex-

 ‘bent,’ from the verb 
flectere

 .





flex-fuel

 
/ˈfleksˌfyo͞o(ə)l/






adjective




denoting a motor vehicle that will run on gasoline, ethanol, or these two in any combination




•
 
flex-fuel subcompacts have captured 20% of Brazil's new car market.



















flexibility

 
/ˌfleksəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of bending easily without breaking




•
 
players gained improved flexibility in their ankles.










2.
 
the ability to be easily modified




•
 
I enjoyed the flexibility of the schedule.










3.
 
willingness to change or compromise




•
 
the government has shown flexibility in applying its policy.




















flexible

 
/ˈfleksəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of bending easily without breaking




•
 
flexible rubber seals.










2.
 
able to be easily modified to respond to altered circumstances or conditions




•
 
flexible forms of retirement.










3.
 
(of a person) ready and able to change so as to adapt to different circumstances




•
 
you can save money if you're flexible about where your room is located.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
flexibilis

 , from 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





flexibly

 
/ˈfleksəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that can change so as to adapt to different circumstances




•
 
the ability of governments to respond flexibly to changing economic circumstances




•
 
most women who have children want to work flexibly.










2.
 
in a way that bends easily without breaking




•
 
the robot can move flexibly and smoothly over uneven surfaces.



















flexile

 
/ˈfleksəl ˈfleksīl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 pliant and flexible




•
 
the serpent's flexile body.














II.
 
derivatives





flexility

 
/flekˈsilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
flexilis

 , from 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





flexion

 
/ˈflekSHən /

 
flection





I.
 
noun




the action of bending or the condition of being bent, especially the bending of a limb or joint




•
 
flexion of the fingers




•
 
these protozoans can move by body flexions.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
flexio(n-)

 , from 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





flexitarian

 
/ˌfleksəˈterēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who has a primarily vegetarian diet but occasionally eats meat or fish




•
 
in my close social circle I have a vegetarian, a pescatarian, and a flexitarian




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a flexitarian diet.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of flexible
 and vegetarian
 .





flexography

 
/flekˈsäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a rotary relief printing method using rubber or plastic plates and fluid inks or dyes for printing on fabrics and impervious materials such as plastics, as well as on paper.








II.
 
derivatives





flexographic

 
/ˌfleksəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
flexus

 ‘a bending’ (from the verb 
flectere

 ) + -graphy
 .






flexor

 
/ˈfleksər ˈflekˌsôr /

 
flexor muscle






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction bends a limb or other part of the body.

Often contrasted with extensor
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of a number of specific muscles in the arm, hand, leg, or foot.













flextime

 
/ˈfleksˌtīm /

 


‹Brit.›

 flexitime





I.
 
noun




a system of working a set number of hours with the starting and finishing times chosen within agreed limits by the employee




•
 
no need for day care—the parents can work flextime.

















– origin

 1970s: blend of flexible
 and time
 .





flexuous

 
/ˈflekSHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




full of bends and curves.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flexuosity

 
/ˌflekSHo͞oˈäsədē /






noun













2.
 
flexuously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
flexuosus

 , from 
flexus

 ‘a bending,’ from the verb 
flectere

 .





flexure

 
/ˈflekSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Geology]

 the action of bending or curving, or the condition of being bent or curved.




2.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Geology]

 a bent or curved part




•
 
these lesser hills were flexures of the San Andreas system.














II.
 
derivatives





flexural

 
/-rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
flexura

 , from 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





flexwing

 
/ˈfleksˌwiNG/






noun




a collapsible fabric delta wing, as used in hang gliders.













flibbertigibbet

 
/ˈflibərdēˌjibət/





I.
 
noun




a frivolous, flighty, or excessively talkative person.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably imitative of idle chatter.





flic

 
/flik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a French policeman.











– origin

 French.






flick

 
/flik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden sharp movement




•
 
the flick of a switch




•
 
a flick of the wrist.










2.
 
the sudden release of a bent finger or thumb, especially to propel a small object




•
 
he sent his cigarette spinning away with a flick of his fingers.










3.
 
a light, sharp, quickly retracted blow, especially with a whip.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a motion picture




•
 
a Hollywood action flick.










5.
 
(
the flicks

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 the movies




•
 
fancy a night at the flicks?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
propel (something) with a sudden sharp movement, especially of the fingers




•
 
Emily 
flicked

 some ash 
off

 her sleeve.










2.
 
(
flick something on/off

 )
 — turn something electrical on or off by means of a switch




•
 
he flicked on the air conditioning.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a sudden sharp movement




•
 
the finch's tail flicks up and down.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a whip) so as to strike.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





flick through






another way of saying flip through
 (see flip
 1
 ).















– origin

 late Middle English: symbolic, 
fl-

 frequently beginning words denoting sudden movement.





flicker1


 
/ˈflikər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of light or a source of light) shine unsteadily; vary rapidly in brightness




•
 
the interior lights flickered and came on.










2.
 
(of a flame) burn fitfully, alternately flaring up and dying down




•
 
the candle flickered again




•
 (as 
adj.

 
flickering

 )
 
the flickering flames of the fire.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — (of a feeling or emotion) be experienced or show itself briefly and faintly, especially in someone's eyes




•
 
amusement flickered briefly in his eyes.










4.
 
make small, quick movements; flutter rapidly




•
 
her eyelids flickered




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
the injured killer's eyes flickered open.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of someone's eyes) move quickly in a particular direction in order to look at something




•
 
her alert hazel eyes flickered around the room.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unsteady movement of a flame or light that causes rapid variations in brightness




•
 
the flicker of a candle flame caught our eyes.










2.
 
fluctuations in the brightness of a movie or television image such as occur when the number of frames per second is too small or the refresh rate too low for persistence of vision.




3.
 
a tiny movement




•
 
then a flicker of movement caught his eye.










4.
 
a brief feeling or indication of emotion




•
 
a flicker of a smile passed across her face




•
 
she felt a flicker of alarm.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





flicker out





a.
 
(of a flame or light) die away and go out after a series of flickers.




b.
 
(of a feeling) die away and finally disappear




•
 
the swift burst of curiosity and eagerness flickered out.





















– origin

 Old English 
flicorian

 , 
flycerian

 ‘to flutter,’ probably of Germanic origin and related to Low German 
flickern

 and Dutch 
flikkeren

 .






flicker2


 
/ˈflikər/





I.
 
noun




an American woodpecker that often feeds on ants on the ground.

[Genus 
Colaptes

 , family 
Picidae

 : several species, in particular the 
common flicker

 (
C. auratus

 ), occurring in two forms that are distinguished by the underside of the tail and wings, which may be yellow (
yellow-shafted flicker

 ) or salmon red (
red-shafted flicker

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





Flickertail State

 
/ˈflikərtāl ˌstāt/






a nickname for the state of North Dakota
 .









flick knife

 
/ˈflik ˌnīf/






noun




British term for switchblade
 .













flier

 
/ˈflīər /

 
flyer





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that flies, especially in a particular way




•
 
a nervous flier.










2.
 
a person who flies something, especially an aircraft.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a fast-moving person or thing.




4.
 
a small handbill advertising an event or product.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a speculative investment.




6.
 
a step in a straight flight of stairs.








II.
 
phrases





take a flyer








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 take a chance.


















flight

 
/flīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of flying through the air




•
 
an eagle in flight




•
 
the history of space flight.










2.
 
an act of flying; a journey made through the air or in space, especially a scheduled journey made by an airline




•
 
I got the first flight.










3.
 
the movement or trajectory of a projectile or ball through the air.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting archery in which the main concern is shooting long distances




•
 
short, light flight arrows.










5.
 


‹literary›

 swift passage of time




•
 
the never-ending flight of future days.










6.
 
a group of creatures or objects flying together, in particular




7.
 
a flock or large body of birds or insects in the air, especially when migrating




•
 
flights of Canada geese.










8.
 
a group of aircraft operating together, especially an air force unit of about six aircraft




•
 
a refueling mission in which his crew topped off three flights of four F-16A jets.










9.
 
the action of fleeing or attempting to escape




•
 
refugees on the latest stage of their flight from turmoil.










10.
 
a series of steps between floors or levels




•
 
she has to come up four flights of stairs to her apartment.










11.
 
a series of hurdles across a racetrack.




12.
 
a closely spaced sequence of locks in a canal.




13.
 
an extravagant or far-fetched idea or account




•
 
ignoring such ridiculous 
flights of fancy

 .










14.
 
the tail of a dart.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot (wildfowl) in flight


(as 
noun

 
flighting

 )


•
 
duck and geese flighting.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (in soccer, cricket, etc.) deliver (a ball) with well-judged trajectory and pace




•
 
he flighted a free kick into the box.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in full flight





a.
 
escaping as fast as possible.




b.
 
having gained momentum in a run or activity




•
 
when this jazz pianist is in full flight he can be mesmerizing.















2.
 
put someone/something to flight






cause someone or something to flee




•
 
a soldier who held off, and eventually put to flight, waves of attackers.















3.
 
take flight





a.
 
(of a bird) take off and fly




•
 
the whole flock took flight




•
 


‹figurative›

 she entered the company after a year's apprenticeship, and her career took flight.










b.
 
flee




•
 
noise that would prompt a spooked horse to take flight.





















– origin

 Old English 
flyht

 ‘action or manner of flying,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vlucht

 and fly
 1
 . This was probably merged in Middle English with an unrecorded Old English word related to German 
Flucht

 and to flee
 , which is represented by 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun.





flight attendant

 
/ˈflī(t) əˌtendənt/






noun




a steward or stewardess on an aircraft.













flight bag

 
/ˈflī(t) ˌbaɡ/






noun




a small zippered shoulder bag carried by air travelers.













flight capital






noun




money transferred abroad to avoid taxes or inflation, achieve better investment returns, or to provide for possible emigration.













flight control

 
/ˈflī(t) kənˌtrōl/






noun



1.
 
the activity of directing the movement of aircraft




•
 
automatic flight control




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the flight-control computer.










2.
 
a control surface on an aircraft.













flight crew

 
/ˈflīt ˌkro͞o/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the personnel responsible for the operation of an aircraft during flight.













flight deck

 
/ˈflī(t) ˌdek/






noun



1.
 
the cockpit of a large aircraft, from which the pilot and crew fly it.




2.
 
the deck of an aircraft carrier, used for takeoff and landing.













flight engineer

 
/flīt ˌenjəˈni(ə)r/






noun




a member of a flight crew responsible for the aircraft's engines and other systems during flight.













flight envelope






noun




the range of combinations of speed, altitude, angle of attack, etc., within which a flying object is aerodynamically stable.













flight feather






noun




any of the large primary or secondary feathers in a bird's wing, supporting it in flight.

Also called remex
 .














flight jacket

 


‹Brit.›

 flying jacket






noun




a short jacket, typically leather, tightly gathered at the waist and cuffs by elasticated bands and having a zip front.













flightless

 
/ˈflītlis/





I.
 
adjective




(of a bird or an insect) naturally unable to fly.








II.
 
derivatives





flightlessness






noun





















flight line






noun



1.
 
the part of an airport around the hangars where aircraft can be parked and serviced.




2.
 
a line of flight.













flight path

 
/ˈflī(t) ˌpaTH/






noun




the actual or planned course of an aircraft or spacecraft.













flight plan

 
/ˈflī(t) ˌplan/






noun






[Aeronautics]

 a written account of the details of a particular proposed flight.













flight recorder

 
/ˈflī(t) rəˌkôrdər /

 
flight data recorder






noun




a device in an aircraft that records technical details during a flight, used in the event of an accident to discover its cause.













flight risk






noun




a person thought likely to leave the country before a trial or bail hearing




•
 
police can detain suspects without charges if they are considered flight risks.



















flightseeing

 
/ˈflītˌsēiNG/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the activity of viewing places of interest from an aircraft.











– origin

 1940s: blend of flight
 and sightseeing
 .





flight simulator

 
/ˈflī(t) simyəˌlādər/






noun




a machine designed to resemble the cockpit of an aircraft, with computer-generated images that mimic the pilot's view, typically with mechanisms that move the entire structure in imitation of an aircraft's motion, used for training pilots.













flight suit






noun




a one-piece garment worn by the pilot and crew of a military or light aircraft.













flight surgeon






noun




a military surgeon specializing in aerospace medicine.













flight test

 
/ˈflīt ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a flight of an aircraft, rocket, or equipment to see how well it functions.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
test (an aircraft or rocket) by flying it


(as 
noun

 
flight-testing

 )


•
 
it was undergoing cold-weather flight-testing.



















flightworthy

 
/ˈflītˌwərT͟Hē/






adjective




(of an aircraft) capable of being flown safely.













flighty

 
/ˈflīdē/





I.
 
adjective




fickle and irresponsible




•
 
you may be seen as too flighty and lightweight for real responsibility.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flightily

 
/ˈflīdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
flightiness

 
/ˈflīdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from flight
 + -y
 1
 .






flimflam

 
/ˈflimˌflam /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
nonsensical or insincere talk




•
 
I suppose that you suspect me of pseudointellectual flimflam.










2.
 
a confidence game




•
 
flimflams perpetrated against us by our elected officials.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swindle (someone) with a confidence game




•
 
the tribe was flimflammed out of its land.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flimflammer






noun













2.
 
flimflammery

 
/-ˌflamərē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: symbolic reduplication.





flimsy

 
/ˈflimzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
comparatively light and insubstantial; easily damaged




•
 
voyagers who crossed the sea in flimsy boats.










2.
 
(of clothing) light and thin




•
 
I wore flimsy clothes and needed warming.










3.
 
(of a pretext or account) weak and unconvincing




•
 
a pretty flimsy excuse.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a document, especially a copy, made on very thin paper




•
 
credit-card flimsies.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 very thin paper




•
 
sheets of yellow flimsy.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flimsily

 
/ˈflimzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
flimsiness

 
/ˈflimzēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably from flimflam
 .






flinch

 
/flin(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a quick, nervous movement of the face or body as an instinctive reaction to surprise, fear or pain




•
 
she 
flinched at

 the acidity in his voice




•
 
he had faced death 
without flinching

 .










2.
 
(
flinch from

 )
 — avoid doing or becoming involved in (something) through fear or anxiety




•
 
I rarely flinch from a fight when I'm sure of myself.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of flinching




•
 
“Don't call me that,” he said with a flinch.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flincher

 
/ˈflin(t)SHər /






noun













2.
 
flinchingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘slink or sneak off’): from Old French 
flenchir

 ‘turn aside,’ of West Germanic origin and related to German 
lenken

 ‘to guide, steer.’





flinders

 
/ˈflindərz/





I.
 
plural noun




small fragments or splinters




•
 
the panel has been smashed to flinders.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian 
flindra

 ‘chip, splinter.’






Flinders, Matthew

 
/ˈflindərz/






(1774–1814), English explorer. He circumnavigated Australia (1801–03) for the Royal Navy and charted much of its west coast for the first time.









Flinders bar





I.
 
noun




a bar of soft iron placed vertically in or near the housing of a ship's compass to correct deviation caused by the local magnetic field of the ship.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: name after Captain M. Flinders (see Flinders, Matthew
 ).






fling

 
/fliNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw or hurl forcefully




•
 
he picked up the debris and flung it away




•
 


‹figurative›

 I was flung into jail.










2.
 
move or push (something) suddenly or violently




•
 
he flung back the bedclothes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Jennifer flung open a door.










3.
 
(
fling oneself

 )
 — throw oneself headlong




•
 
he flung himself down at her feet with a laugh.










4.
 
(
fling oneself into

 )
 — wholeheartedly engage in or begin on (an enterprise)




•
 
the producer flung himself into an ugly battle with the studio.










5.
 
(
fling something on/off

 )
 — put on or take off clothes carelessly or rapidly.




6.
 
utter (words) forcefully




•
 
the words were flung at her like an accusation.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go angrily or violently; rush




•
 
he flung away to his study, slamming the door behind him.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a short period of enjoyment or wild behavior




•
 
one final fling before a tranquil retirement.










2.
 
a short, spontaneous sexual relationship




•
 
I had a fling with someone when I was at college.










3.
 
short for Highland fling
 .








III.
 
derivatives





flinger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘go violently’): perhaps related to Old Norse 
flengja

 ‘flog.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun is based on an earlier sense ‘reckless movement of the body’ and dates from the early 19th cent.





flint

 
/flint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard gray rock consisting of nearly pure chert, occurring chiefly as nodules in chalk.




2.
 
a piece of flint, especially as flaked or ground in ancient times to form a tool or weapon.




3.
 
a piece of flint used with steel to produce an igniting spark, e.g., in a flintlock gun, or (in modern use) a piece of an alloy used similarly, especially in a cigarette lighter.











– origin

 Old English; related to Middle Dutch 
vlint

 and Old High German 
flins

 .





Flint

 
/flint/






an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, an auto industry center since the Buick Company was established there in 1903; pop. 112,900 (est. 2008).









flint corn






noun




corn of a variety that has hard, slightly translucent grains.













flint glass

 
/ˈflint ˌɡlas/






noun




a pure lustrous kind of glass originally made with flint.













flintlock

 
/ˈflintˌläk/






noun



1.
 
an old-fashioned type of gun fired by a spark from a flint.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the lock on a flintlock gun




•
 
an antique flintlock pistol.



















flinty

 
/ˈflin(t)ē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, containing, or reminiscent of flint




•
 
flinty soil.










2.
 
(of a person or their expression) very hard and unyielding




•
 
a flinty stare.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flintily

 
/ˈflintl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
flintiness

 
/ˈflin(t)ēnəs /






noun






















flip1


 
/flip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
turn over or cause to turn over with a sudden sharp movement


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the yacht was flipped by a huge wave




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the plane 
flipped over

 and then exploded.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move, push, or throw (something) with a sudden sharp movement




•
 
she flipped off her dark glasses




•
 
she flipped a few coins onto the bar.










3.
 
turn (an electrical appliance or switch) on or off




•
 
he flipped a switch and the front door opened.










4.
 
toss (a coin) to decide an issue




•
 
given those odds, one may as well flip a coin




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you want to flip for it?










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 suddenly lose control or become very angry




•
 
he had clearly flipped under the pressure




•
 
she would have 
flipped out

 if someone had done this to her.










6.
 
suddenly become very enthusiastic




•
 
I walked into a store, saw the guitar on the wall, and just flipped.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — buy and sell (something, especially real estate or shares) quickly to make a profit




•
 
within one week of starting I flipped a property for a quick $3,000 profit.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 become an informer




•
 
when he was taken in by the investigators, he flipped immediately.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — persuade to become an informer




•
 
the prosecutors won't be able to flip any witnesses to testify against the ex-CEO.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden sharp movement




•
 
she dismissed his qualms with a flip of her hand.










2.
 
an act or instance of turning over or being turned over in the air




•
 
he celebrates his goals with an acrobatic flip




•
 


‹figurative›

 Alex's heart did a little flip inside her chest.










3.
 
(
a flip through

 )
 — a quick look or search through a volume or a collection of papers




•
 
a quick flip through my cookbooks.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a quick tour or pleasure trip




•
 
I did a flip round the post-show party.







[derived from an earlier sense ‘short flight in an aircraft.’]








III.
 
adjective




glib; flippant




•
 
he couldn't get away with flip, funny conversation.














IV.
 
exclamation




used to express mild annoyance.








V.
 
phrases





flip one's lid (or one's wig)








‹informal›

 suddenly become deranged or lose one's self-control.












VI.
 
phrasal verbs





flip through






look or search quickly through (a volume or a collection of papers)




•
 
just flip through the phone book and pick a lawyer.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘make a flick with the finger and thumb’): probably a contraction of fillip
 .





flip2


 
/flip/





I.
 
noun




another term for eggnog
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from flip
 1
 in the sense ‘whip up.’





flip chart






noun




a large pad of paper bound so that each page can be turned over at the top to reveal the next, used on a stand at presentations.













flip chip





I.
 
noun




a computer chip that is installed on a circuit board face-down, with connections formed by solder bumps rather than wires.











– origin

 1990s: from the fact that the chip is rotated 180 degrees from the traditional mode of attachment.





flip-flop

 
/ˈflip fläp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light sandal, typically of plastic or rubber, with a thong between the big and second toe.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a backward handspring.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an abrupt reversal of policy




•
 
his 
flip-flop on

 taxes.










4.
 


[Electronics]

 a switching circuit that works by changing from one stable state to another, or through an unstable state back to its stable state, in response to a triggering pulse.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move with a flapping sound or motion




•
 
she flip-flopped off the porch in battered sneakers.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make an abrupt reversal of policy




•
 
the candidate 
flip-flopped on

 a number of issues.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘something that flaps or flops’): imitative reduplication of flop
 .





flippancy

 
/ˈflipənsē/






noun




lack of respect or seriousness; frivolousness




•
 
she was infuriated by his careless flippancy.



















flippant

 
/ˈflipənt/





I.
 
adjective




not showing a serious or respectful attitude




•
 
a flippant remark.














II.
 
derivatives





flippantly

 
/ˈflip(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from flip
 1
 + -ant
 , perhaps on the pattern of heraldic terms such as 
couchant

 and 
rampant

 . Early senses included ‘nimble’ and ‘talkative,’ hence ‘playful,’ giving rise to the current use ‘lacking seriousness.’





flipper

 
/ˈflipər/






noun



1.
 
a broad flat limb without fingers, used for swimming by various sea animals such as seals, whales, and turtles.




2.
 
a flat rubber attachment worn on the foot for underwater swimming.




3.
 
a pivoted arm in a pinball machine, controlled by the player and used for sending the ball back up the table.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a hand.













Flipper, Henry Ossian

 
/ˈflipər/






(1856–1940), US soldier and engineer. The first black graduate of West Point 1877, he was court-martialed on false charges in 1882. The charges were not withdrawn until the 1970s, and in 1999 he was formally pardoned.









flipping

 
/ˈflipiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used for emphasis or to express mild annoyance




•
 
are you out of your flipping mind?

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from flip
 1
 + -ing
 2
 .





flip side

 
/ˈflip ˌsīd/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the less important side of a pop single record; the B-side.




2.
 


‹informal›

 another aspect or version of something, especially its reverse or its unwanted concomitant




•
 
virtues are the flip side of vices.



















flip-top

 
/ˈfliptäp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or having a lid or cover that can be easily opened by pulling, pushing, or flicking it with the fingers




•
 
an accessory case with a clear flip-top lid.














II.
 
noun




a flip-top lid or cover.













flirt

 
/flərt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — behave as though attracted to or trying to attract someone, but for amusement rather than with serious intentions




•
 
it amused him to 
flirt with

 her.










2.
 
(
flirt with

 )
 — experiment with or show a superficial interest in (an idea, activity, or movement) without committing oneself to it seriously




•
 
a painter who had flirted briefly with Cubism.










3.
 
(
flirt with

 )
 — deliberately expose oneself to (danger or difficulty)




•
 
the need of some individuals to flirt with death.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird) wave or open and shut (its wings or tail) with a quick flicking motion.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move back and forth with a flicking or fluttering motion




•
 
the lark was flirting around the site.














II.
 
noun




a person who habitually flirts.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: apparently symbolic, the elements 
fl-

 and 
-irt

 both suggesting sudden movement; compare with flick
 and spurt
 . The original verb senses were ‘give someone a sharp blow’ and ‘sneer at’; the earliest noun senses were ‘joke, gibe’ and ‘flighty girl’ (defined by Dr. Johnson as ‘a pert young hussey’), with a notion originally of cheeky behavior, later of playfully amorous behavior.





flirtation

 
/ˌflərˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
behavior that demonstrates a playful sexual attraction to someone




•
 
Fabia was in no mood for his lighthearted flirtation.










2.
 
a short or casual relationship




•
 
she had had plenty of flirtations—now she had fallen in love.










3.
 
a short period of casual experimentation with or interest in a particular idea or activity




•
 
his brief flirtation with the avant-garde in the 1920s.



















flirtatious

 
/ˌflərˈtāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
behaving in such a way as to suggest a playful sexual attraction to someone




•
 
she was beautiful and very flirtatious.










2.
 
expressing a playful sexual attraction




•
 
a flirtatious smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flirtatiously

 
/-ˈtāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
flirtatiousness

 
/flərˈtāSHəsnəs /






noun





















flirty

 
/ˈflərdē/






adjective




suggesting or expressing a playful sexual attraction




•
 
she is extremely flirty and vivacious




•
 
dates full of flirty banter.




















flit

 
/flit/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move swiftly and lightly




•
 
small birds flitted about in the branches




•
 


‹figurative›

 the idea had flitted through his mind.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 leave one's home or move, typically secretly so as to escape creditors or obligations.








II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an act of leaving one's home or moving, typically secretly so as to escape creditors or obligations




•
 


moonlight flits

 from one insalubrious dwelling to another.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘move house’): from Old Norse 
flytja

 ; related to fleet
 4
 .





flitch

 
/fliCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slab of timber cut from a tree trunk, usually from the outside.




2.
 
(also 
flitch plate

 )
 — the strengthening plate in a flitch beam.




3.
 


‹chiefly dialect›

 a side of bacon.











– origin

 Old English 
flicce

 , originally denoting the salted and cured side of any meat, of Germanic origin; related to Middle Low German 
vlicke

 .





flitch beam






noun




a compound beam made of a steel plate between two slabs of wood.













flitter

 
/ˈflidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move quickly in an apparently random or purposeless manner




•
 
if only you would settle down instead of flittering around the countryside.














II.
 
noun




a fluttering movement




•
 
the flash and flitter of colored wings.

















– origin

 late Middle English: frequentative of flit
 .





flittermouse

 
/ˈflidərˌmous/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for bat
 2
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: on the pattern of Dutch 
vledermuis

 or German 
Fledermaus

 .





flivver

 
/ˈflivər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a cheap car or aircraft, especially one in bad condition.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





flixweed

 
/ˈflikswēd/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant with small yellow flowers and finely divided leaves, formerly thought to cure dysentery.

[
Descurainia sophia

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
flix

 (variant of flux
 ) + weed
 .





FLN






abbreviation




Front de Libération Nationale.














float

 
/flōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rest or move on or near the surface of a liquid without sinking




•
 
she relaxed, floating gently in the water.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a buoyant object) to rest or move on the surface of a liquid without sinking




•
 
trees were felled and floated downstream.










3.
 
be suspended freely in a liquid or gas




•
 
fragments of chipped cartilage floated in the joint.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move or hover slowly and lightly in a liquid or the air; drift




•
 
clouds floated across a brilliant blue sky




•
 


‹figurative›

 through the open window floated the sound of traffic.










5.
 
(
float about/around

 )
 — (of a rumor, idea, etc.) circulate




•
 
the notion was floating around Capitol Hill.










6.
 
(of a sight or idea) come before the eyes or mind




•
 
the advice his father had given him 
floated into

 his mind.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in sports) make (the ball) travel lightly and effortlessly through the air




•
 
he floated the kick into the net.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put forward (an idea) as a suggestion or test of reactions.




9.
 
offer the shares of (a company) for sale on the stock market for the first time.




10.
 
(of a currency) fluctuate freely in value in accordance with supply and demand in the financial markets




•
 
a policy of letting the pound float.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (a currency) to fluctuate in value.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is buoyant in water, in particular




2.
 
a small object attached to a fishing line to indicate by moving when a fish bites.




3.
 
a cork or buoy supporting the edge of a fishing net.




4.
 
a hollow or inflated organ enabling an organism (such as the Portuguese man-of-war) to float in the water.




5.
 
a hollow structure fixed underneath an aircraft enabling it to take off and land on water.




6.
 
a device floating on the surface of a liquid that forms part of a valve apparatus controlling flow in and out of the enclosing container, e.g., in a toilet tank or a carburetor.




7.
 
a platform mounted on a truck and carrying a display in a parade




•
 
a carnival float.










8.
 
a hand tool with a rectangular blade used for smoothing plaster or concrete.




9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a soft drink with a scoop of ice cream floating in it




•
 
root-beer floats.










10.
 
(in critical path analysis) the period of time by which the duration of an activity may be extended without affecting the overall time for the process.








III.
 
phrases





float someone's boat








‹informal›

 appeal to or excite someone, especially sexually




•
 
Kevin doesn't exactly float her boat.





















– origin

 Old English 
flotian

 (verb), of Germanic origin and related to fleet
 4
 , reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
floter

 , also from Germanic.





floatable

 
/ˈflōdəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
capable of floating.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of water) able to support floating objects; deep enough to float in.













float arm






noun




the hinged arm attached to the ball float in the ballcock of a toilet tank.













floatel

 
/flōˈtel /

 
flotel





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a floating hotel, especially a boat used as a hotel.




2.
 
a vessel providing housing for workers on an offshore oil rig.











– origin

 1950s: blend of float
 and hotel
 .





floater

 
/ˈflōdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that floats, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a worker who is required to do a variety of tasks as the need for each arises.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who frequently changes occupation or residence.




4.
 
a loose particle within the eyeball that is apparent in one's field of vision.




5.
 


(US)

 an insurance policy covering loss of articles without specifying a location.













float glass

 
/ˈflōt ˌɡlas/






noun




glass made by allowing it to solidify on molten metal.













floating

 
/ˈflōdiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
buoyant or suspended in water or air




•
 
a massive floating platform.










2.
 
not settled in a definite place; fluctuating or variable




•
 
the floating population that is migrating to the cities.




















floating debt

 
/ˈflōdiNG det/






noun




a debt that is repayable in the short term.

Compare with funded debt
 .













floating dock

 
/ˈflōdiNG däk/






noun




a submersible floating structure used as a dry dock.













floating holiday






noun



1.
 
a public holiday that does not fall on the same numeric date each year, such as the US Thanksgiving, which always falls on the fourth Thursday of November.




2.
 
a paid day off from work, given as a substitution for a public holiday and typically taken on a day chosen by the employee.













floating kidney

 
/ˈflōdiNG ˈkidnē/






noun



1.
 
a condition in which the kidneys are abnormally movable.




2.
 
a kidney which is abnormally movable.














floating-point

 
/ˈflōdiNGˌpoint/






adjective






[Computing]

 denoting a mode of representing numbers as two sequences of bits, one representing the digits in the number and the other an exponent that determines the position of the radix point




•
 
speeds of more than one million 
floating-point operations

 per second.







Often contrasted with fixed point
 
(

 adjective).














floating rib

 
/ˈflōdiNG rib/






noun




any of the lower ribs that are not attached directly to the breastbone.

Also called false rib
 .













floatplane

 
/ˈflōtplān/






noun




an aircraft equipped with floats for landing on water; a seaplane.













float valve






noun




another term for ball valve
 .













floaty

 
/ˈflōdē/






adjective




(especially of a woman's garment or a fabric) light and flimsy




•
 
elegant floaty dresses.



















floc

 
/fläk/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a loosely clumped mass of fine particles.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of flocculus
 .





floccinaucinihilipilification

 
/ˌfläksəˌnôsəˌnīˌhiləˌpiləfiˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action or habit of estimating something as worthless. (The word is used chiefly as a curiosity.).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
flocci

 , 
nauci

 , 
nihili

 , 
pili

 (words meaning ‘at little value’) + -fication
 . The Latin elements were listed in a well-known rule of the Latin Grammar used at Eton College, an English public school.





floccose

 
/ˈfläkōs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 covered with or consisting of woolly tufts.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
floccosus

 , from Latin 
floccus

 ‘flock.’





flocculant

 
/ˈfläkyələnt/






noun




a substance that promotes the clumping of particles, especially one used in treating waste water.













flocculate

 
/ˈfläkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb






‹technical›

 form or cause to form into small clumps or masses


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it tends to flocculate in high salinities




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
its ability to flocculate suspended silt.














II.
 
derivatives





flocculation

 
/ˌfläkyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
flocculus

 ‘floccule’ + -ate
 3
 .





floccule

 
/ˈfläkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a small clump of material that resembles a tuft of wool.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
flocculus

 , diminutive of 
floccus

 ‘flock.’





flocculent

 
/ˈfläkyələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or resembling tufts of wool




•
 
the first snows of winter lay thick and flocculent.










2.
 
having a loosely clumped texture




•
 
a brown flocculent precipitate.














II.
 
derivatives





flocculence






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
floccus

 ‘tuft of wool’ + -ulent
 .






flocculus

 
/ˈfläkyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small egg-shaped lobe on the undersurface of the cerebellum.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small cloudy wisp on the surface of the sun.




3.
 
a floccule.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
floccus

 (see floccus
 ).






floccus

 
/ˈfläkəs/





I.
 
noun




a tuft of wool or similar clump of fibers or filaments.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘lock or tuft of wool.’ Compare with flock
 2
 .





flock1


 
/fläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of birds of one kind feeding, resting, or traveling together




•
 


a flock of

 gulls.










2.
 
a number of domestic animals, especially sheep, goats, or geese, that are kept together




•
 


a flock of

 sheep.










3.
 
(
flocks

 )
 — large crowds of people




•
 


flocks of

 young people hung around at twilight.










4.
 
a group of children or students in someone's charge.




5.
 
a Christian congregation or body of believers, especially one under the charge of a particular minister




•
 
Thomas addressed his flock.







[alluding to the metaphor of Christ or a Christian pastor as a shepherd.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
congregate or mass in a flock or large group




•
 
students flocked to spring break sites.

















– origin

 Old English 
flocc

 , of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘a band or body of people’: this became obsolete, but has been reintroduced as a transferred use of the sense ‘a number of animals kept together.’






flock2


 
/fläk /

 
flocking





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a soft material for stuffing cushions, quilts, and other soft furnishings, made of wool refuse or torn-up cloth




•
 
flock mattresses.










2.
 
powdered wool or cloth, sprinkled on wallpaper, cloth, or metal to make a raised pattern.




3.
 
a lock or tuft of wool or cotton.








II.
 
derivatives





flocky

 
/ˈfläkē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
floc

 , from Latin 
floccus

 (see floccus
 ).





Flodden, Battle of

 
/ˈflädn /

 
Flodden Field






a decisive battle of the Anglo-Scottish war of 1513, at Flodden, a hill near the Northumbrian village of Branxton in northeastern England. A Scottish army under James IV was defeated by a smaller but better-led English force and suffered heavy losses, including the king and most of his nobles.









floe

 
/flō /

 
ice floe





I.
 
noun




a sheet of floating ice.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (superseding flake
 1
 in this sense): probably from Norwegian 
flo

 , from Old Norse 
fló

 ‘layer.’





flog

 
/fläɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat (someone) with a whip or stick as punishment or torture




•
 
the stolen horses will be returned and the thieves flogged




•
 (as 
noun

 
flogging

 )
 
public floggings.










2.
 


‹informal›

 promote or talk about (something) repetitively or at excessive length




•
 
rather than 
flogging

 one idea 
to death

 , they should be a lighthearted pop group.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 sell or offer for sale




•
 
he made a fortune flogging beads to hippies.














II.
 
derivatives





flogger

 
/ˈfläɡər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally slang): perhaps imitative, or from Latin 
flagellare

 ‘to whip,’ from 
flagellum

 ‘whip.’





flokati

 
/flōˈkädē /

 
flokati rug





I.
 
noun




a Greek woven woolen rug with a thick loose pile.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from modern Greek 
phlokatē

 ‘peasant's blanket.’






flood

 
/fləd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an overflowing of a large amount of water beyond its normal confines, especially over what is normally dry land




•
 
in a thousand miles the flood destroyed every bridge




•
 
people uprooted by drought or flood




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a flood barrier.










2.
 
(
the Flood

 )
 — the biblical flood brought by God upon the earth because of the wickedness of the human race (Gen. 6 ff.).




3.
 
the inflow of the tide.




4.
 


‹literary›

 a river, stream, or sea.




5.
 
an outpouring of tears or emotion




•
 
Rose burst into such a 
flood of

 tears and sobs as I had never seen.










6.
 
a very large quantity of people or things that appear or need to be dealt with




•
 
a constant 
flood of

 callers.










7.
 
short for floodlight
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover or submerge (a place or area) with water




•
 
the dam burst, flooding a small town




•
 
watching her father flood their backyard skating rink




•
 (as 
noun

 
flooding

 )
 
a serious risk of flooding.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become covered or submerged with water




•
 
part of the vessel flooded




•
 


‹figurative›

 Sarah's eyes 
flooded with

 tears.










3.
 
(usu. 
be flooded out

 )
 — drive someone out of their home or business with a flood




•
 
most of the families who have been flooded out will receive compensation.










4.
 
(of a river or sea) become swollen and overflow (its banks)




•
 
the river flooded its banks




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the river will flood if it gets much worse.










5.
 
overfill the carburetor of (an engine) with fuel, causing the engine to fail to start.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — arrive in overwhelming amounts or quantities




•
 
congratulatory messages flooded in




•
 
his old fears came flooding back.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — overwhelm or swamp with large amounts or quantities




•
 
our switchboard was 
flooded with

 calls.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fill or suffuse completely




•
 
she flooded the room with light.














III.
 
phrases





be in (full) flood





a.
 
(of a river) be swollen and overflowing its banks.




b.
 
(
be in full flood

 )
 — be progressing or talking vigorously or enthusiastically




•
 
discussion was already in full flood and refused to be dammed.





















– origin

 Old English 
flōd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vloed

 and German 
Flut

 , also to flow
 .





floodgate

 
/ˈflədˌɡāt/






noun



1.
 
a gate that can be opened or closed to admit or exclude water, especially the lower gate of a lock.




2.
 
(usu. 
the floodgates

 )
 — a last restraint holding back an outpouring of something powerful or substantial




•
 
his lawsuit could 
open the floodgates

 for thousands of similar claims.




















floodlight

 
/ˈflədˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, powerful light, typically one of several used to illuminate a sports field, a stage, or the exterior of a building.




2.
 
the illumination provided by a floodlight




•
 
a tennis court where you can play by floodlight.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
floodlit

 )


1.
 
illuminate (a building or outdoor area) with floodlights




•
 
floodlit football fields.



















floodplain

 
/ˈflədplān/






noun




an area of low-lying ground adjacent to a river, formed mainly of river sediments and subject to flooding.













flood tide

 
/ˈfləd ˈˌtīd/






noun



1.
 
an incoming tide.




2.
 
a powerful surge or flow of something




•
 
the trickle of tourists has become a flood tide.



















floodwater

 
/ˈflədˌwôdər /

 
floodwaters






noun




water overflowing as the result of a flood




•
 
trying to track the rising floodwaters and coordinate relief efforts.



















floodway

 
/ˈflədˌwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a channel built to take the floodwaters of a river




•
 
the floodway is used every second spring on average.



















floor

 
/flôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lower surface of a room, on which one may walk




•
 
he dropped the cup and it smashed on 
the floor






•
 
the kitchen floor.










2.
 
the bottom of the sea, a cave, or an area of land




•
 
the ocean floor.










3.
 


‹informal›

 the ground




•
 
the best way to play is to pass the ball on the floor.










4.
 
the minimum level of prices or wages




•
 
the dollar's floor against the yen.










5.
 
all the rooms or areas on the same level of a building; a story




•
 
his office was on the twenty-second floor




•
 [as 
modifier

 , in 
combination

 ]
 
a third-floor apartment.










6.
 
(
the floor

 )
 — (in a legislative assembly) the part of the house in which members sit and from which they speak.




7.
 
the right or opportunity to speak next in debate




•
 
other speakers 
have the floor

 .










8.
 
(of the stock exchange) the large central hall where trading takes place.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a room or area) with a floor




•
 
a hall floored in gleaming white oak




•
 (
-floored

 )
 
a stone-floored building.










2.
 


‹informal›

 knock (someone) to the ground, especially with a punch.




3.
 
baffle or confound (someone) completely




•
 
that question floored him.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cross the floor






see cross
 .









2.
 
from the floor






(of a speech or question) delivered by an individual member at a meeting, not by a representative on the platform




•
 
questions from the floor will be invited.















3.
 
take the floor





a.
 
begin to dance on a dance floor.




b.
 
speak in a debate or assembly.















– origin

 Old English 
flōr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vloer

 and German 
Flur

 .





floorboard

 
/ˈflôrˌbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a long plank making up part of a wooden floor in a building.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the floor of a motor vehicle




•
 
the keys had fallen on the floorboard of her car.



















floorcloth

 
/ˈflôrklôTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thin canvas rug or similar light floor covering.













floor exercise






noun




a routine of gymnastic exercises performed without the use any of apparatus.













flooring

 
/ˈflôriNG/






noun




the boards or other material of which a floor is made.













floor lamp

 
/ˈflô(ə)r ˌlamp/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tall lamp designed to stand on the floor.













floor leader






noun






(US)

 the leader of a party in a legislative assembly.













floorman

 
/ˈflôrmən/






noun




a person who supervises the gaming tables in a casino.













floor manager

 
/ˈflô(ə)r ˌmanəjər/






noun



1.
 
the stage manager of a television production.




2.
 
an employee in a large store who supervises other salespeople.













floorpan

 
/ˈflôrpan/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the lower part of the body of a motor vehicle, forming the floor of the passenger compartment.













floor plan

 
/ˈflô(ə)r ˌplan/






noun




a scale diagram of the arrangement of rooms in one story of a building.













floor sample






noun




an article of merchandise that has been displayed in a store and that is offered for sale at a reduced price.













floor show

 
/ˈflô(ə)r ˈˌSHō/






noun




an entertainment, such as singing or comedy, presented at a nightclub, restaurant, or similar venue.













floor-through apartment






noun




an apartment that occupies an entire floor of a building.














floorwalker

 
/ˈflôrˌwôkər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a senior employee of a large store who assists customers and supervises salespeople.













floozy

 
/ˈflo͞ozē /

 
floozie
 , floosie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a girl or a woman who has a reputation for promiscuity.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps related to flossy
 or to dialect 
floosy

 ‘fluffy.’






flop

 
/fläp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fall, move, or hang in a heavy, loose, and ungainly way




•
 
black hair flopped across his forehead.










2.
 
sit or lie down heavily or suddenly in a specified place, especially when very tired




•
 
Liz flopped down into the armchair.










3.
 


‹informal›

 rest or sleep in a specified place




•
 
I'm going to flop here for the night.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
[chiefly Basketball]

 deliberately fall or stumble in order to give the appearance of being fouled by an opponent




•
 
nearly everyone watching the game in Chicago believed James flopped




•
 (as 
noun

 
flopping

 )
 
the league introduced a system to penalize flopping.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a performer or show) be completely unsuccessful; fail totally




•
 
prime-time dramas that flopped in the US market.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy, loose, and ungainly movement, or a sound made by it




•
 
they hit the ground with a flop.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 short for flophouse
 .




3.
 


‹informal›

 a total failure




•
 
the play had been a flop.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of flap
 .






-flop





I.
 
combining form






[Computing]

 floating-point operations per second (used as a measure of computing power)




•
 
a gigaflop computer.

















– origin

 acronym; originally spelled 
-flops

 (
s

 = second) but shortened to avoid misinterpretation as plural.






flophouse

 
/ˈfläpˌhous/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a cheap hotel or rooming house.













flopper

 
/ˈfläpər/






noun






‹informal›

 
[chiefly Basketball]

 a player who deliberately falls or stumbles in order to give the appearance of being fouled by an opponent




•
 
because no one wants to reward a flopper, many referees are hesitant to call fouls.




















floppy

 
/ˈfläpē/





I.
 
adjective




tending to hang or move in a limp, loose, or ungainly way




•
 
the dog had floppy ears




•
 
floppy hats.














II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 short for floppy disk
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
floppily

 
/ˈfläpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
floppiness






noun






















floppy disk

 
//






noun






[Computing]

 a flexible removable magnetic disk, typically encased in hard plastic, used for storing data.













floptical

 
/ˈfläptək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 denoting or relating to a type of floppy-disk drive using a laser to position the read-write head.








II.
 
noun




a floppy-disk drive that uses a laser to position the read-write head.











– origin

 1980s: blend of floppy
 and optical
 .





flor

 
/flôr/





I.
 
noun




yeast allowed to develop in a whitish film on the surface of dry (fino) sherries and similar wines during fermentation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘flower.’





flor.






abbreviation




floruit.














flora

 
/ˈflôrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the plants of a particular region, habitat, or geological period




•
 
the desert flora give way to oak woodlands




•
 
the river's 
flora and fauna

 have been inventoried and protected.







Compare with fauna
 .




2.
 
a treatise on or list of the plant life of a particular region or period.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower.’





Flora

 
/ˈflôrə /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







the goddess of flowering plants.









floral

 
/ˈflôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of flowers




•
 
celebrations of the season's floral abundance.










2.
 
decorated with or depicting flowers




•
 
a floral pattern.










3.
 


[Botany]

 of flora or floras




•
 
faunal and floral evolution.














II.
 
noun




a fabric with a floral design.








III.
 
derivatives





florally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower’ + -al
 .





Floréal

 
/ˌflôrāˈäl/





I.
 
noun




the eighth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from April 20 to May 19.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
floreus

 ‘flowery,’ from 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower.’






Florence

 
/ˈflôrəns/





I.
 
a city in western central Italy, the capital of Tuscany, on the Arno River; pop. 365,659 (2008). Florence was a leading center of the Italian Renaissance, especially under the rule of the Medici family during the 15th century.

Italian name Firenze
 .




II.
 
an industrial and commercial city in northwestern Alabama, on the Tennessee River, east of Muscle Shoals; pop. 37,877 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northern Kentucky, southwest of Covington; pop. 27,745 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
a commercial city in northeastern South Carolina; pop. 31,570 (est. 2008).









Florentine

 
/ˈflôrəntēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Florence.




2.
 
(
florentine

 ) [
postpositive

 ]
 — (of food) served or prepared on a bed of spinach




•
 
eggs florentine.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or citizen of Florence.




2.
 
(
florentine

 )
 — a cookie consisting mainly of nuts and preserved fruit, coated on one side with chocolate.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from French 
Florentin(e

 ) or Latin 
Florentinus

 , from 
Florentia

 ‘Florence.’





Flores

 
/ˈflôrəs/






the largest of the Lesser Sunda Islands in Indonesia.









florescence

 
/flôˈresns fləˈresns/





I.
 
noun




the process of flowering




•
 
the Hieracia are erect throughout the process of florescence




•
 


‹figurative›

 a spectacular cultural florescence.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
florescentia

 , from Latin 
florescere

 ‘begin to flower,’ based on 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower.’





floret

 
/ˈflôrət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 one of the small flowers making up a composite flower head.




2.
 


[Botany]

 one of the flowering stems making up a head of cauliflower or broccoli.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a small flower.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower’ + -et
 1
 .





Florey, Howard Walter

 
/ˈflôrē/






Baron (1898–1968), Australian pathologist. With Ernst Chain, he isolated and purified penicillin. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1945), shared with Chain and Alexander Fleming.









Florianópolis

 
/ˌflôrēəˈnôpəlis/






a city in southern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 396,723 (2007).









floriated

 
/ˈflôrēˌādəd/






adjective




decorated with floral designs.













floribunda

 
/ˌflôrəˈbəndə/





I.
 
noun




a plant, especially a rose, that bears dense clusters of flowers.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, feminine (used as a noun) of 
floribundus

 ‘freely flowering,’ from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower,’ influenced by Latin 
abundus

 ‘copious.’





florican

 
/ˈflôrəˌkan/





I.
 
noun




a small southern Asian bustard (bird), the male of which has mainly black plumage with white wings.

[Family 
Otidae

 : the 
Bengal florican

 (
Houbaropsis begalensis

 ) and the 
lesser florican

 (
Sypheotides indica

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





floriculture

 
/ˈflôrəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the cultivation of flowers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
floricultural

 
/ˈflôrəˌkəlCH(ə)rəl /






adjective













2.
 
floriculturist

 
/ˌflôrəˈkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower’ + culture
 , on the pattern of 
horticulture

 .





florid

 
/ˈflôrid ˈflärid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a red or flushed complexion




•
 
a stout man with a florid face.










2.
 
elaborately or excessively intricate or complicated




•
 
florid operatic-style music was out.










3.
 
(of language) using unusual words or complicated rhetorical constructions




•
 
the florid prose of the nineteenth century.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease or its manifestations) occurring in a fully developed form




•
 
florid symptoms of psychiatric disorder.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
floridity

 
/fləˈridədē /






noun













2.
 
floridly






adverb













3.
 
floridness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
floridus

 , from 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower.’






Florida

 
/ˈflôridə/






a state in the southeastern US, on a peninsula that extends into the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 18,328,340 (est. 2008); capital, Tallahassee; statehood, Mar. 3, 1845 (27). Explored by Ponce de León in 1513, it was purchased from Spain by the US in 1819. It is a popular resort and retirement area.









Florida Keys






a chain of small islands off the tip of the Florida peninsula. Linked to each other and to the mainland by a series of causeways and bridges that form the Overseas Highway, the islands extend southwest over a distance of 100 miles (160 km).









Florida room






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for sunroom
 .














Florida torreya






noun




another term for stinking cedar
 .













Floridian

 
/ˈflôridēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Florida or its inhabitants




•
 
a famous Floridian businessman.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Florida




•
 
it made me very proud to be a Floridian.



















floriferous

 
/flôˈrifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a plant) producing many flowers.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
florifer

 (from 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower’ + 
-fer

 ‘producing’) + -ous
 .





florilegium

 
/ˌflôrəˈlējēəm/





I.
 
noun




a collection of literary extracts; an anthology.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘bouquet’ (from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower’ + 
legere

 ‘gather’), translation of Greek 
anthologion

 (see anthology
 ).






florin

 
/ˈflôrən ˈflärən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a former British coin and monetary unit worth two shillings.




2.
 
a foreign coin of gold or silver, especially a Dutch guilder.




3.
 
the basic monetary unit of Aruba, equal to 100 cents.











– origin

 via Old French from Italian 
fiorino

 , diminutive of 
fiore

 ‘flower,’ from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 . The word originally denoted a gold coin issued in Florence, bearing a fleur-de-lis (the city's emblem) on the reverse.





Florissant

 
/ˈflôrəsənt/






a historic city in east central Missouri, northwest of St. Louis; pop. 50,561 (est. 2008).









florist

 
/ˈflôrəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who sells and arranges plants and cut flowers.








II.
 
derivatives





floristry

 
/-trē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower,’ on the pattern of French 
fleuriste

 or Italian 
florista

 .





floristic

 
/fləˈristik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 relating to the study of the distribution of plants.








II.
 
derivatives





floristically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















floristics

 
/fləˈristiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Botany]

 the branch of phytogeography concerned with the study of plant species present in an area.













floruit

 
/ˈflôr(y)əwət /

 
fl.
 , flor.





I.
 
verb




used in conjunction with a specified period or set of dates to indicate when a particular historical figure lived, worked, or was most active.








II.
 
noun




the period during which a historical figure lived or worked




•
 
they place Nicander's floruit in the middle of the 2nd century 
BC

 .

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘he or she flourished.’





flory

 
/ˈflôrē /

 
fleury





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 or 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 decorated with fleurs-de-lis.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a cross) having the end of each limb splayed out into three pointed lobes.








II.
 
phrases





flory counter-flory






decorated with fleurs-de-lis set in alternating directions.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
floure

 , from 
flour

 ‘flower.’





floss

 
/flôs fläs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rough silk enveloping a silkworm's cocoon.




2.
 
(also 
floss silk

 )
 — untwisted silk fibers used in embroidery.




3.
 
the silky down in corn and other plants




•
 
milkweed floss.










4.
 
short for dental floss
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean between (one's teeth) with dental floss




•
 
I flossed my teeth




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you must floss well.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
(soie) floche

 ‘floss (silk),’ from Old French 
flosche

 ‘down, nap of velvet,’ of unknown origin.






flossy

 
/ˈflôsē ˈfläsē/






adjective



1.
 
of or like floss




•
 
short flossy curls.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 excessively showy




•
 
the flossy gleam of a cheap suit




•
 
she cultivated flossy friends.



















flotation

 
/flōˈtāSH(ə)n /

 
floatation





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of floating in a liquid or gas




•
 
the body form is modified to assist in flotation and propulsion.










2.
 
the process of offering a company's shares for sale on the stock market for the first time.




3.
 
the process of separating small particles of various materials by treatment with chemicals in water in order to make some particles adhere to air bubbles and rise to the surface for removal while others remain in the water.




4.
 
the capacity to float; buoyancy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of 
floatation

 (from float
 ) on the pattern of French 
flottaison

 . The spelling 
flot-

 was influenced by flotilla
 .





flotation tank






noun




a lightproof, soundproof tank of salt water in which a person floats as a form of deep relaxation.














flotilla

 
/flōˈtilə/





I.
 
noun




a fleet of ships or boats




•
 


a flotilla of

 cargo boats.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
flota

 ‘fleet.’






flotsam

 
/ˈflätsəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wreckage of a ship or its cargo found floating on or washed up by the sea.

Compare with jetsam
 .




2.
 
people or things that have been rejected and are regarded as worthless




•
 
the room was cleared of boxes and other flotsam.














II.
 
phrases





flotsam and jetsam






useless or discarded objects.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
floteson

 , from 
floter

 ‘to float.’





FLOTUS

 
/ˈflōdəs/






abbreviation




First Lady of the United States.













flounce1


 
/flouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go or move in an exaggeratedly impatient or angry manner




•
 
he stood up in a fury and flounced out.










2.
 
move with exaggerated motions




•
 
she flounced around, playing the tart and flirting.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an exaggerated action, typically intended to express one's annoyance or impatience




•
 
she left the room with a flounce.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian 
flunsa

 ‘hurry,’ or perhaps symbolic, like 
bounce

 or 
pounce

 .





flounce2


 
/flouns/





I.
 
noun




a wide ornamental strip of material gathered and sewn to a piece of fabric, typically on a skirt or dress; a frill.








II.
 
verb

 — (as 
adj.

 
flounced

 )


1.
 
trimmed with a flounce or flounces




•
 
a flounced skirt.














III.
 
derivatives





flouncy

 
/ˈflounsē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from an alteration of obsolete 
frounce

 ‘a fold or pleat,’ from Old French 
fronce

 , of Germanic origin; related to ruck
 2
 .





flounder1


 
/ˈfloundər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
struggle or stagger helplessly or clumsily in water or mud




•
 
he was 
floundering about

 in the shallow offshore waters.










2.
 
struggle mentally; show or feel great confusion




•
 
she floundered, not knowing quite what to say.










3.
 
be in serious difficulty




•
 
many firms are floundering.














II.
 
derivatives





flounderer






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps a blend of founder
 3
 and blunder
 , or perhaps symbolic, 
fl-

 frequently beginning words connected with swift or sudden movement. / 
usage:

 See usage at founder
 3
 .





flounder2


 
/ˈfloundər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flatfish that typically occurs in shallow coastal water.

[Families 
Pleuronectidae

 and 
Bothidae

 : several species, in particular the edible 
Platichthys flesus

 of European waters.]




2.
 
(
flounders

 )
 — a collective term for flatfishes other than soles.

See flatfish
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
flondre

 , probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Danish 
flynder

 .






flour

 
/ˈflou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powder obtained by grinding grain, typically wheat, and used to make bread, cakes, and pastry.




2.
 
fine soft powder obtained by grinding the seeds or roots of starchy vegetables




•
 
manioc flour.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sprinkle (something, especially a work surface or cooking utensil) with a thin layer of flour




•
 
grease and flour two round cake pans.










2.
 


(US)

 grind (grain) into flour.











– origin

 Middle English: a specific use of flower
 in the sense ‘the best part,’ used originally to mean ‘the finest quality of ground wheat’ The spelling 
flower

 remained in use alongside 
flour

 until the early 19th cent.





flour beetle






noun




a small brown darkling beetle that is a widespread pest of flour and other cereal products.

[Genera 
Tribolium

 , 
Gnathocerus

 , and others, family 
Tenebrionidae

 : several species.]













flourish

 
/ˈfləriSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person, animal, or other living organism) grow or develop in a healthy or vigorous way, especially as the result of a particularly favorable environment




•
 
wild plants flourish on the banks of the lake.










2.
 
develop rapidly and successfully




•
 
the organization has continued to flourish.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of a person) be working or at the height of one's career during a specified period




•
 
the caricaturist and wit who flourished in the early years of this century.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) wave (something) around to attract the attention of others




•
 
“Happy New Year!” he yelled, flourishing a bottle of whiskey.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a bold or extravagant gesture or action, made especially to attract the attention of others




•
 


with a flourish

 , she ushered them inside.










2.
 
an instance of suddenly performing or developing in an impressively successful way




•
 
the Bulldogs produced a late second-half flourish.










3.
 
an elaborate rhetorical or literary expression.




4.
 
an ornamental flowing curve in handwriting or scrollwork




•
 
spiky gothic letters with an emphatic flourish beneath them.










5.
 


[Music]

 a fanfare played by brass instruments




•
 
a flourish of trumpets.










6.
 
an ornate musical passage.




7.
 
an improvised addition played especially at the beginning or end of a composition.








III.
 
derivatives





flourisher






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
floriss-

 , lengthened stem of 
florir

 , based on Latin 
florere

 , from 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘a flower.’ The noun senses ‘ornamental curve’ and ‘florid expression’ come from an obsolete sense of the verb, ‘adorn’ (originally with flowers).





flourishing

 
/ˈflərəSHiNG/






adjective




developing rapidly and successfully; thriving




•
 
a flourishing career.



















flour moth

 
Mediterranean flour moth






noun




a grayish-yellow moth, the caterpillar of which is a pest of flour and cereal products.

[
Ephestia kuehniella

 , family 
Pyralidae

 .]













floury

 
/ˈflou(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with flour




•
 
Maggie wiped her floury hands on her apron.










2.
 
of or resembling flour




•
 
floury white makeup.














II.
 
derivatives





flouriness






noun





















flout

 
/flout/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
openly disregard (a rule, law or convention)




•
 
these same companies still flout basic ethical practices.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 mock; scoff




•
 
the women pointed and 
flouted at

 her.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Dutch 
fluiten

 ‘whistle, play the flute, hiss (in derision’); German dialect 
pfeifen auf

 , literally ‘pipe at,’ has a similar extended meaning. / 
usage:

 
Flout

 and 
flaunt

 do not have the same meaning: see usage at flaunt
 .






flow

 
/flō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a fluid, gas, or electricity) move along or out steadily and continuously in a current or stream




•
 
from here the river flows north




•
 
a cross-current of electricity seemed to flow between them




•
 
ventilation channels keep the air flowing.










2.
 
(of the sea or a tidal river) move toward the land; rise.

Compare with ebb
 .




3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — go from one place to another in a steady stream, typically in large numbers




•
 
the firm is hoping the orders will keep 
flowing in

 .










4.
 
(of clothing or hair) hang loosely in an easy and graceful manner




•
 
her red hair 
flowed over

 her shoulders.










5.
 
proceed or be produced smoothly, continuously, and effortlessly




•
 
talk flowed freely around the table.










6.
 
be available in copious quantities




•
 
their talk and laughter grew louder as the excellent brandy flowed.










7.
 
(
flow from

 )
 — result from; be caused by




•
 
there are certain advantages that may flow from that decision.










8.
 
(of a solid) undergo a permanent change of shape under stress, without melting.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the action or fact of moving along in a steady, continuous stream




•
 
the flow of water into the pond.










2.
 
the rate or speed at which something flows




•
 
under the ford the river backs up, giving a deep sluggish flow.










3.
 
the rise of a tide or a river.

Compare with ebb
 .




4.
 
a steady, continuous stream of something




•
 
she eased the car into 
the flow of

 traffic.










5.
 
the gradual permanent deformation of a solid under stress, without melting.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go with the flow








‹informal›

 be relaxed and accept a situation, rather than trying to alter or control it.









2.
 
in full flow





a.
 
talking fluently and easily and showing no sign of stopping.




b.
 
performing vigorously and enthusiastically




•
 
Richardson was run out when he was in full flow.















3.
 
in mid flow






in the process of talking fluently




•
 
the diplomats stopped her in mid flow, explaining they had to go to an important meeting.





















– origin

 Old English 
flōwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vloeien

 , also to flood
 .






flow chart

 
/ˈflō ˌCHärt /

 
flowchart
 , flow diagram






noun



1.
 
a diagram of the sequence of movements or actions of people or things involved in a complex system or activity.




2.
 
a graphical representation of a computer program in relation to its sequence of functions (as distinct from the data it processes).














flower

 
/ˈflou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the seed-bearing part of a plant, consisting of reproductive organs (stamens and carpels) that are typically surrounded by a brightly colored corolla (petals) and a green calyx (sepals).




2.
 
a brightly colored and conspicuous example of the flower of a plant together with its stalk, typically used with others as a decoration or gift




•
 
I stopped to buy Bridget some flowers.










3.
 
the state or period in which a plant's flowers have developed and opened




•
 
the roses were just coming 
into flower

 .










4.
 
(
the flower of

 )
 — the finest individuals out of a number of people or things




•
 
the flower of college track athletes.










5.
 
the period of optimum development




•
 
a young policeman in the flower of his life gunned down.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) produce flowers; bloom




•
 
these daisies can flower as late as October.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — induce (a plant) to produce flowers.




3.
 
be in or reach an optimum stage of development; develop fully and richly




•
 
it is there that the theory of deconstruction has flowered most extravagantly




•
 (as 
noun

 
flowering

 )
 
the flowering of Viennese intellectual life.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flowerless

 
/ˈflou(ə)rləs /






adjective













2.
 
flowerlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
flour

 , from Old French 
flour

 , 
flor

 , from Latin 
flos

 , 
flor-

 . The original spelling was no longer in use by the late 17th cent. except in its specialized sense ‘ground grain’ (see flour
 ).





flowerage

 
/ˈflou(ə)rij/






noun




the process of coming into flower




•
 
the flowerage of Romanticism.



















flower arrangement






noun




a decorative display of cut flowers




•
 
wild flowers make for some of the prettiest flower arrangements.



















flower arranger






noun




a person who creates decorative displays with cut flowers




•
 
the spectacular displays were put up by 400 flower arrangers.



















flower arranging






noun




the craft or activity of creating attractive displays with cut flowers




•
 
she runs courses in flower arranging




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
flower-arranging skills.



















flower bed

 
/ˈflou(ə)r ˌbed/






noun




a garden plot in which flowers are grown.













flower beetle






noun




any of a number of beetles that frequent flowers, in particular

[● an elongated beetle with soft wing cases (chiefly of the family 
Melyridae

 ). ● a day-flying chafer (family 
Scarabaeidae

 ).]













flower child

 
/ˈflou(ə)r ˌCHīld/






noun






‹historical›

 a hippie who wore flowers as symbols of peace and love.













flowered

 
/ˈflou(ə)rd/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of fabric or a garment) having a floral design




•
 
flowered curtains.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a plant) bearing flowers of a specified kind or number




•
 
yellow-flowered japonica.



















flowerer

 
/ˈflou(ə)rər/






noun




a plant that flowers at a specified time or in a specified manner




•
 
bedding plants and other summer flowerers.



















flower essence






noun




a substance prepared from a flowering plant and used therapeutically for its alleged beneficial effects on mood, outlook, etc.













floweret

 
/ˈflouəret/






noun




a floret, especially of cauliflower or broccoli.













flower girl






noun



1.
 
a young girl who carries flowers or scatters them in front of the bride at a wedding; a child bridesmaid.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a woman or girl who sells flowers, especially in the street.













flower head

 
/ˈflou(ə)r ˌhed /

 
flowerhead






noun




a compact mass of flowers at the top of a stem, especially a capitulum.













flowering

 
/ˈflou(ə)riNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a plant) in bloom




•
 
a basket of flowering plants.










2.
 
capable of producing flowers, especially in contrast to a similar plant with the flowers inconspicuous or absent




•
 
flowering dogwood.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — producing flowers at a specified time or of a specified type




•
 
winter-flowering heathers.



















flowering cherry






noun




an ornamental tree grown for its spring blossom, the fruit not being considered edible.

[Genus 
Prunus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. serrulata

 and its hybrids.]














flowering currant






noun




an ornamental shrub grown for its clusters of small pinkish-red flowers.

[Genus 
Ribes

 , family 
Grossulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
red-flowering currant

 (
R. sanguineum

 ).]













flowering plant






noun




a plant that produces flowers; an angiosperm.














flowering plum






noun




another term for purple-leaf plum
 .














flowering quince






noun




an Asian shrub of the rose family, with bright red flowers followed by round white, green, or yellow edible fruits.

Also called Japanese quince
 , japonica
 . [Genus 
Chaenomeles

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. speciosa

 , which is grown as an ornamental.]













flowering rush






noun




a tall rushlike plant with long narrow leaves and pinkish flowers, living in shallow slow-moving water. Native to Eurasia, it has become established in North America.

[
Butomus umbellatus

 , the only member of the family 
Butomaceae.

 ]













flowerpecker

 
/ˈflou(ə)rˌpekər/






noun




a small songbird with a short bill and tail, feeding chiefly on insects in flowers and found in Australasia and Southeast Asia.

[Family 
Dicaeidae

 (the 
flowerpecker family

 ): two genera, esp. 
Dicaeum

 . The flowerpecker family also includes the pardalotes and the mistletoe bird.]













flowerpot

 
/ˈflou(ə)rˌpät/






noun




a small container, typically with sloping sides and made from plastic or earthenware, used for growing a plant in.













flower power

 
/ˈflou(ə)r ˈˌpou(ə)r/






noun






‹historical›

 the ideas of the flower children, especially the promotion of peace and love as means of changing the world.













flower show






noun




an event at which flowers are displayed and judged for awards




•
 
the Glass House plays host to the prestigious annual flower show.



















flowers of sulfur






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a fine yellow powdered form of sulfur produced by sublimation.













flowers of zinc






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
finely powdered zinc oxide.













flowery

 
/ˈflou(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of, resembling, or smelling of flowers




•
 
a flowery meadow




•
 
flowery wallpaper.










2.
 
(of a style of speech or writing) full of elaborate or literary words and phrases




•
 
flowery language.














II.
 
derivatives





floweriness

 
/ˈflou(ə)rēnəs /






noun





















flowing

 
/ˈflōiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of long hair or clothing) hanging or draping loosely and gracefully




•
 
a long flowing gown of lavender silk.










2.
 
(of a line or contour) smoothly continuous




•
 
the flowing curves of the lawn.










3.
 
(of language, movement, or style) graceful and fluent




•
 
a flowing prose style.














II.
 
derivatives





flowingly






adverb





















flowmeter

 
/ˈflōˌmēdər/






noun




an instrument for measuring the rate of flow of a fluid, especially through a pipe.













flown

 
/flōn/






past participle of fly
 1
 .









flowsheet

 
/ˈflōˌSHēt/






noun




another term for flow chart
 .













flowstone

 
/ˈflōstōn/






noun






[Geology]

 rock deposited as a thin sheet by precipitation from flowing water.














flu

 
/flo͞o/





I.
 
noun




short for influenza
 :




•
 
I had a bad case of the flu.














II.
 
derivatives





flulike






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





flub

 
/fləb /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
botch or bungle (something)




•
 
she glanced at her notes and flubbed her lines




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
don't flub again.














II.
 
noun




a thing badly or clumsily done; a blunder




•
 
the textbooks are littered with flubs.

















– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





fluctuant

 
/ˈfləkCHo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 fluctuating; unstable.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, ‘undulating,’ from Latin 
fluctuare

 ‘undulate.’





fluctuate

 
/ˈfləkCHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rise and fall irregularly in number or amount




•
 
trade with other countries tends to fluctuate from year to year




•
 (as 
adj.

 
fluctuating

 )
 
a fluctuating level of demand.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
fluctuation

 ): from Latin 
fluctuat-

 ‘undulated,’ from the verb 
fluctuare

 , from 
fluctus

 ‘flow, current, wave,’ from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





fluctuation

 
/ˌfləkCHəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun




an irregular rising and falling in number or amount; a variation




•
 
fluctuations in the yearly values could be caused by a variety of factors.




•
 
the current fluctuation in energy prices.



















flue

 
/flo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a duct for smoke and waste gases produced by a fire, a gas heater, a power station, or other fuel-burning installation




•
 
no air rises up the chimney, usually because the flue is blocked




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
flue gases.










2.
 
a channel for conveying heat.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the mouthpiece of a hunting horn): of unknown origin. Current senses date from the late 16th cent.





flue-cure

 
/ˈflo͞oˌkyo͝o(ə)r/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
flue-cured

 )


1.
 
cure (tobacco) using heat from pipes or flues connected to a furnace.













fluence

 
/ˈflo͞oəns/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a stream of particles crossing a unit area, usually expressed as the number of particles per second.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘a flowing, a stream’): from French, from Latin 
fluentia

 , from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





fluency

 
/ˈflo͞oənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being fluent, in particular




2.
 
the ability to speak or write a foreign language easily and accurately




•
 
fluency in Spanish is essential.










3.
 
the ability to express oneself easily and articulately.




4.
 
gracefulness and ease of movement or style




•
 
the horse was jumping with breathtaking fluency.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
fluentia

 , from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





fluent

 
/ˈflo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) able to express oneself easily and articulately




•
 
a fluent speaker and writer on technical subjects.










2.
 
(of a person) able to speak or write a particular foreign language easily and accurately




•
 
she became 
fluent in

 French and German.










3.
 
(of a foreign language) spoken accurately and with facility




•
 
he spoke fluent Spanish.










4.
 
(of speech, language, movement, or style) smoothly graceful and easy




•
 
his style of play was fast and fluent.










5.
 
able to flow freely; fluid




•
 
a fluent discharge from the nose.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the literal sense ‘flowing freely or abundantly’): from Latin 
fluent-

 ‘flowing,’ from the verb 
fluere

 .





fluently

 
/ˈflo͞oəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
with an ability to express oneself easily and articulately




•
 
he writes fluently and authoritatively




•
 
she speaks fluently and convincingly on the need for more controls.










2.
 
(with reference to speaking or reading a particular foreign language) with ease and accuracy




•
 
children learned to read fluently by the end of the year




•
 
he can converse fluently in Filipino.










3.
 
in a smoothly graceful and effortless manner




•
 
if they move their bow fluently throughout those 4 octaves, then they are good violinists




•
 
Moscow Flyer jumped fluently at Aintree to record a six-length victory.










4.
 
in a way that progresses smoothly




•
 
the game ran fluently.



















flue pipe

 
/ˈflo͞o ˌpīp/






noun



1.
 
a pipe acting as a flue.




2.
 
an organ pipe into which the air enters directly without striking a reed.













flue stop






noun




an organ stop for a set of flue pipes.













fluff

 
/fləf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soft fibers from fabrics such as wool or cotton that accumulate in small light clumps




•
 
he brushed his sleeve to remove the fluff.










2.
 
any soft downy substance, especially the fur or feathers of a young mammal or bird.




3.
 
entertainment or writing perceived as trivial or superficial




•
 
the movie is a piece of typical Hollywood fluff.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a mistake made in speaking or playing music, or by an actor in delivering lines.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) appear fuller and softer, typically by shaking or brushing it




•
 
I 
fluffed up

 the pillows.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fail to perform or accomplish (something) successfully or well (used especially in a sporting or acting context)




•
 
the extra fluffed his only line.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably a dialect alteration of 16th-cent. 
flue

 ‘down, nap, fluff,’ apparently from Flemish 
vluwe

 .





fluffy

 
/ˈfləfē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, like, or covered with fluff




•
 
fluffy white clouds




•
 
a fluffy towel.










2.
 
(of food) light in texture and containing air




•
 
cream the butter and sugar until pale and fluffy.










3.
 


‹informal›

 lacking substance, depth, or seriousness




•
 
the commercial wallows in soft, fluffy, feel-good territory.










4.
 
(of a person, especially a woman) frivolous, silly, or vague




•
 
fluffy blondes in leopard-skin pedal pushers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fluffily

 
/ˈfləfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fluffiness

 
/ˈfləfēnəs /






noun





















flugelhorn

 
/ˈflo͞oɡəlˌhôrn /

 
flügelhorn
 , fluegelhorn





I.
 
noun




a valved brass musical instrument like a cornet but with a mellower tone.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Flügelhorn

 , from 
Flügel

 ‘wing’ + 
Horn

 ‘horn.’





fluid

 
/ˈflo͞oid/





I.
 
noun




a substance that has no fixed shape and yields easily to external pressure; a gas or (especially) a liquid




•
 
we all need several glasses of fluid a day




•
 
a cleaning fluid.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) able to flow easily




•
 
the paint is more fluid than tube watercolors




•
 
a fluid medium.










2.
 
not settled or stable; likely or able to change




•
 
our plans are still fluid




•
 
the fluid political situation of the 1930s.










3.
 
smoothly elegant or graceful




•
 
her movements were fluid and beautiful to watch.










4.
 
(of a clutch or coupling) using a liquid to transmit power.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fluidic

 
/ˈflo͞oˈidik /






adjective













2.
 
fluidly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from French 
fluide

 or Latin 
fluidus

 , from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





fluidics

 
/ˌflo͞oˈidiks/






plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study and technique of using small interacting flows and fluid jets for functions usually performed by electronic devices.













fluidity

 
/flo͞oˈidədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability of a substance to flow easily




•
 
lead especially assists in the fluidity of the molten metal.










2.
 
smooth elegance or grace




•
 
they moved with supreme skill and graceful fluidity.










3.
 
the state of being unsettled or unstable; changeability




•
 
tactical considerations can change rapidly given the fluidity of the situation.



















fluidize

 
/ˈflo͞oəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 cause (a finely divided solid) to acquire the characteristics of a fluid by passing a gas upward through it.








II.
 
derivatives





fluidization

 
/ˌflo͞oədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌflo͞oəˌdīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















fluidized bed






noun




a layer of a fluidized solid, used in chemical processes and in the efficient burning of coal for power generation.













fluid mechanics

 
/ˈflo͞oid məˈkaniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of mechanics dealing with the properties of fluids in various states and with their reaction to forces acting upon them.














fluid ounce

 
/ˈˌflo͞oid ˈˌouns /

 
fl. oz.






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a unit of capacity equal to one sixteenth of a US pint (approximately 0.03 liter).




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a unit of capacity equal to one twentieth of a pint (approximately 0.028 liter).













fluidram

 
/ˈflo͞oiˌdram/






noun






(US)

 a fluid drachm.

See drachm
 .













fluke1


 
/flo͞ok/





I.
 
noun




unlikely chance occurrence, especially a surprising piece of luck




•
 
their triumph was no fluke.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally a term in games such as billiards denoting a lucky stroke): perhaps a dialect word.






fluke2


 
/flo͞ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a parasitic flatworm that typically has suckers and hooks for attachment to the host. Some species are of veterinary or medical importance.

[Classes 
Trematoda

 and 
Monogenea

 , phylum 
Platyhelminthes

 . See digenean
 and monogenean
 .]




2.
 


‹chiefly dialect›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a flatfish, especially a flounder.











– origin

 Old English 
flōc

 (
sense

 2), of Germanic origin; related to German 
flach

 ‘flat.’





fluke3


 
/flo͞ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad triangular plate on the arm of an anchor.




2.
 
either of the lobes of a whale's tail.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from fluke
 2
 (because of the shape).





fluky

 
/ˈflo͞okē /

 
flukey





I.
 
adjective




obtained or achieved more by chance than skill




•
 
a fluky goal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flukily

 
/-kilē /






adverb













2.
 
flukiness






noun





















flu-like






adjective




(of an illness) resembling influenza




•
 
she went to bed complaining of severe flulike symptoms.



















flume

 
/flo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep narrow channel or ravine with a stream running through it.




2.
 
an artificial channel conveying water, typically used for transporting logs or timber.




3.
 
a water-chute ride at an amusement park.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a river or stream): from Old French 
flum

 , from Latin 
flumen

 ‘river,’ from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’ The sense ‘artificial channel’ dates from the mid 18th cent.; ‘water chute for amusement’ is a late 20th-cent. usage.





flummery

 
/ˈfləmərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
empty compliments; nonsense




•
 
she hated the flummery of public relations.










2.
 
a sweet dish made with beaten eggs, milk, sugar, and flavorings.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a dish made with oatmeal or wheatmeal boiled to a jelly): from Welsh 
llymru

 ; perhaps related to 
llymrig

 ‘soft, slippery.’





flummox

 
/ˈfləməks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be flummoxed

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 perplex (someone) greatly; bewilder




•
 
he was completely flummoxed by the question.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably of dialect origin; compare with dialect 
flummock

 ‘to make untidy, confuse.’





flummoxed

 
/ˈfləməkst/






adjective




bewildered or perplexed




•
 
he became flummoxed and speechless.



















flump

 
/fləmp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fall or sit down heavily




•
 
he went off to flump into a chair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set or throw (something) down heavily




•
 
Ellie flumped her hands down on her sewing.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the action or sound of a heavy fall




•
 
the rocks hit the ground with a flump.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative; compare with plump
 2
 .





flung

 
/fləNG/






past and past participle of fling
 .









flunk

 
/fləNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 fail to reach the required standard in (an examination, test, or course of study)




•
 
I flunked biology in the tenth grade




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I didn't flunk but I didn't do too well.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 judge (a student or examination candidate) to have failed to reach the required standard




•
 
the teacher flunked thirteen third-graders.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
flunk out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a student) leave or be dismissed from school or college as a result of failing to reach the required standard




•
 
he had 
flunked out of

 college.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the general sense ‘back down, fail utterly’): perhaps related to funk
 1
 or to 
flink

 ‘be a coward,’ perhaps a variant of flinch
 .





flunky

 
/ˈfləNGkē /

 
flunkey





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a liveried manservant or footman.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who performs relatively menial tasks for someone else, especially obsequiously.








II.
 
derivatives





flunkyism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally Scots): perhaps from flank
 in the sense ‘a person who stands at one's flank.’





fluoresce

 
/ˌflo͝oəˈres/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine or glow brightly due to fluorescence




•
 
the molecules fluoresce when excited by ultraviolet radiation.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from fluorescence
 .





fluorescein

 
/ˌflo͝oəˈresēən flôˈresēən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an orange dye with a yellowish-green fluorescence, used as an indicator and tracer.

[A derivative of resorcinol and phthalic anhydride; chem. formula: C20
 H12
 O5
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from fluorescence
 + -in
 1
 .






fluorescence

 
/flo͝o(ə)ˈresəns flôrˈesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the visible or invisible radiation emitted by certain substances as a result of incident radiation of a shorter wavelength such as X-rays or ultraviolet light.




2.
 
the property of absorbing light of short wavelength and emitting light of longer wavelength.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from fluorspar
 (which fluoresces), on the pattern of 
opalescence

 .





fluorescent

 
/ˌflo͝o(ə)ˈresənt flôrˈesənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) having or showing fluorescence




•
 
a fluorescent dye.










2.
 
containing a fluorescent tube




•
 
fluorescent lighting.










3.
 
vividly colorful




•
 
a fluorescent T-shirt.














II.
 
noun




a fluorescent tube or lamp.













fluorescent screen






noun




a transparent screen coated with fluorescent material to show images from X-rays.













fluorescent tube

 
fluorescent bulb
 , fluorescent lamp






noun




a glass tube that radiates light when phosphor on its inside surface is made to fluoresce by ultraviolet radiation from mercury vapor.














fluoridate

 
/ˈflo͝orəˌdāt ˈflôrəˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add traces of fluorides to (something, especially a water supply)


(as 
adj.

 
fluoridated

 )


•
 
fluoridated toothpaste.














II.
 
derivatives





fluoridation

 
/flo͝orəˈdāSH(ə)n flôrəˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: back-formation from earlier 
fluoridation

 .





fluoride

 
/ˈflo͝orˌīd ˈflôrˌīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound of fluorine with another element or group, especially a salt of the anion F−
 or an organic compound with fluorine bonded to an alkyl group.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 sodium fluoride or another fluorine-containing salt added to water supplies or toothpaste in order to reduce tooth decay.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from fluorine
 + -ide
 .





fluorinate

 
/ˈflo͝oərənāt ˈflôrəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce fluorine into (a compound).




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for fluoridate
 .








II.
 
derivatives





fluorination

 
/ˌflo͝orəˈnāSHən, ˌflôr- /






noun






















fluorine

 
/ˈflo͝orˌēn flôrˌēn/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
F

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 9, a poisonous pale yellow gas of the halogen series. It is the most reactive of all the elements, causing severe burns on contact with skin.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
fluor

 (see fluorspar
 ) + -ine
 4
 .






fluorite

 
/ˈflo͝oərīt ˈflôˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of calcium fluoride that typically occurs as cubic crystals, colorless when pure but often colored by impurities.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
fluor

 (see fluorspar
 ) + -ite
 1
 .






fluoro-






combining form



1.
 
representing fluorine
 .




2.
 
representing fluorescence
 .













fluorocarbon

 
/ˌflo͝oərōˈkärbən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound formed by replacing one or more of the hydrogen atoms in a hydrocarbon with fluorine atoms.













fluorochrome

 
/ˈflo͝orəˌkrōm, ˈflôr-/






noun




a chemical that fluoresces, especially one used as a label in biological research.













fluorography

 
/flo͝orˈäɡrəfē, flôr-/





I.
 
noun




photography in which the image is formed by fluorescence, used chiefly in biomedical research.








II.
 
derivatives





fluorograph

 
/ˈflo͝orəˌɡraf, ˈflôr- /






noun





















fluorometer

 
/flo͝oˈrämitər, flô- /

 
fluorimeter





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the intensity of fluorescence, used chiefly in biochemical analysis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fluorometric

 
/ˌflo͝orəˈmetrik, ˌflôr- /






adjective













2.
 
fluorometrically

 
/ˌflo͝orəˈmetrik(ə)lē, ˌflôr- /






adverb













3.
 
fluorometry

 
/flo͝orˈämətrē, flôr- /






noun





















fluoropolymer

 
/ˌflo͝orōˈpäləmər, ˌflôr-/






noun




an organic polymer containing fluorine atoms, such as polytetrafluoroethylene.













fluoroquinolone

 
/ˌflo͝orōˈkwinlˌōn, ˌflôrō-/






noun




any of a class of therapeutic antibiotics that are active against a range of bacteria associated with human and animal diseases. Their use in livestock has sparked concerns about the spread of bacteria resistant to them in humans.













fluoroscope

 
/ˈflo͝orəˌskōp, ˈflôr-/





I.
 
noun




an instrument with a fluorescent screen used for viewing X-ray images without taking and developing X-ray photographs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fluoroscopic

 
/ˌflo͝orəˈskäpik, ˌflôr- /






adjective













2.
 
fluoroscopically

 
/ˌflo͝orəˈskäpik(ə)lē, ˌflôr- /






adverb













3.
 
fluoroscopy

 
/flo͝orˈäskəpē, flôr- /






noun





















fluorosis

 
/ˌflo͝oəˈrōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic condition caused by excessive intake of fluorine compounds, marked by mottling of the teeth and, if severe, calcification of the ligaments.














fluorspar

 
/ˈflo͝oərspär/





I.
 
noun




another term for fluorite
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
fluor

 ‘a flow, a mineral used as a flux, fluorspar’ (from Latin 
fluor

 , from 
fluere

 ‘to flow’) + spar
 3
 .






fluoxetine

 
/flo͞oˈäksəˌtīn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that inhibits the uptake of serotonin in the brain and is taken to treat depression.

Also called Prozac
 .











– origin

 1970s: from 
fluo(rine)

 + 
ox(y)

 + 
-etine

 (perhaps from 
e

 + a blend of toluene
 and amine
 ).





flurried

 
/ˈflərēd/






adjective




(of a person) agitated, nervous, or anxious




•
 
I sat down, feeling a little flurried and excited.



















flurry

 
/ˈflərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small swirling mass of something, especially snow or leaves, moved by sudden gusts of wind




•
 
a 
flurry of

 snow.










2.
 
a sudden short period of commotion or excitement




•
 
there was a brief 
flurry of

 activity in the hall.










3.
 
a number of things arriving or happening during the same period




•
 
a 
flurry of

 editorials hostile to the administration.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of snow or leaves) be moved in small swirling masses by sudden gusts of wind




•
 
gusts of snow flurried through the door.










2.
 
(of a person) move quickly in a busy or agitated way




•
 
the waiter flurried between them.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete 
flurr

 ‘fly up, flutter, whir’ (imitative), probably influenced by hurry
 .






flush1


 
/fləSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's skin or face) become red and hot, typically as the result of illness or strong emotion




•
 
Mr. Cunningham flushed angrily.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a person's skin or face) to become red and hot




•
 
the chill air flushed the parson's cheeks.










3.
 
glow or cause to glow with warm color or light


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the ash in the center of the fire flushed up




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the sky was flushed with the gold of dawn.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cleanse (something, especially a toilet) by causing large quantities of water to pass through it




•
 
flush the toilet




•
 
the nurse 
flushed out

 the catheter.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a toilet) be cleansed by flushing




•
 
Cally heard the toilet flush.










6.
 
remove or dispose of (an object or substance) by flushing




•
 
I 
flushed

 the pills 
down

 the toilet




•
 
the kidneys require more water to 
flush out

 waste products.










7.
 
cause (a liquid) to flow through something




•
 
0.3 ml of saline is gently flushed through the tube.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — drive (a bird, especially a game bird, or an animal) from its cover




•
 
the grouse were flushed from the woods.










9.
 
cause to be revealed; force into the open




•
 
they're trying to 
flush

 Tilton 
out

 of hiding.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant) send out fresh shoots




•
 
the plant had started to flush by late March.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a reddening of the face or skin that is typically caused by illness or strong emotion




•
 
a flush of embarrassment rose to her cheeks.










2.
 
an area of warm color or light




•
 
the bird has a pinkish flush on the breast.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sudden rush of intense emotion




•
 
I was carried away in a 
flush of

 enthusiasm.










4.
 
a sudden abundance or spate of something




•
 
the frogs feast on the great 
flush of

 insects.










5.
 
a period when something is new or particularly fresh and vigorous




•
 
he is no longer 
in the first flush of

 youth.










6.
 
a fresh growth of leaves, flowers, or fruit.




7.
 
an act of cleansing something, especially a toilet, with a sudden flow of water




•
 
an old-fashioned toilet uses six or seven gallons per flush




•
 
leave the hose running to give the system a good 
flush out

 .










8.
 
the device used for producing a flow of water in a toilet




•
 
he pressed the flush absentmindedly.










9.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a type of toilet that has a flush device




•
 
a flush toilet.










10.
 
a sudden flow




•
 
the melting snow provides a flush of water.










11.
 
the action of driving a game bird from its cover




•
 
the dogs retrieve the birds after the flush.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flushable






adjective













2.
 
flusher

 
/ˈfləSHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘move rapidly, spring up,’ especially of a bird ‘fly up suddenly’): symbolic, 
fl-

 frequently beginning words connected with sudden movement; perhaps influenced by flash
 and blush
 .





flush2


 
/fləSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
completely level or even with another surface




•
 
the gates are 
flush with

 the adjoining fencing.










2.
 
(of printed text) not indented or protruding




•
 
each line is 
flush with

 the left-hand margin.










3.
 
(of a door) having a smooth surface, without indented or protruding panels or moldings.




4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 having plenty of something, especially money




•
 
the banks are flush with funds.










5.
 
(of money) plentiful




•
 
the years when cash was flush.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
so as to be level or even




•
 
the screw must fit 
flush with

 the surface.










2.
 
so as to be directly centered; squarely




•
 
Jumbo reached up and hit Bruno flush on the jaw.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill in (a joint) level with a surface.








IV.
 
derivatives





flushness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘perfect, lacking nothing’): probably related to flush
 1
 .






flush3


 
/fləSH/





I.
 
noun




(in poker) a hand of cards all of the same suit.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
flux

 (formerly 
flus

 ), from Latin 
fluxus

 ‘a flow’ (see flux
 : the use in cards can be compared with English 
run

 ).





flush4


 
/fləSH/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 a piece of wet ground over which water flows without being confined to a definite channel.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘marshy place’).





flushed

 
/fləSHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person's skin) red and hot, typically as the result of illness or strong emotion




•
 
her flushed cheeks.










2.
 
(of a person) excited or elated by something




•
 


flushed with

 success, I was getting into my stride.



















Flushing

 
/ˈfləSHiNG/






a commercial and residential section of northern Queens in New York City, noted for its diverse population.









fluster

 
/ˈfləstər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
flustered

 )


1.
 
make (someone) agitated or confused




•
 
you need to be able to work under pressure and not get flustered.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an agitated or confused state




•
 
the main thing is not to get all in a fluster.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘make slightly drunk’): perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Icelandic 
flaustra

 ‘hurry, bustle.’






flute

 
/flo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wind instrument made from a tube with holes along it that are stopped by the fingers or keys, held vertically or horizontally so that the player's breath strikes a narrow edge. The modern orchestral form, typically made of metal, is held horizontally and has an elaborate set of keys.




2.
 
an organ stop with wooden or metal flue pipes producing a similar tone.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 an ornamental vertical groove in a column.




4.
 
a trumpet-shaped frill on a dress or other garment.




5.
 
a cylindrical groove, as on pastry.




6.
 
a tall, narrow wine glass




•
 
a flute of champagne.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — speak in a melodious way reminiscent of the sound of a flute




•
 
“What do you do?” she fluted.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 play, or seem to play, a flute or pipe




•
 
to him who sat upon the rocks, and fluted to the morning sea




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
some swan fluting a wild carol.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
fluted

 )
 — make flutes or grooves in




•
 
fluted columns.










4.
 
make trumpet-shaped frills on (a garment)




•
 
a fluted collar.














III.
 
derivatives





flutelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
flahute

 , probably from Provençal 
flaüt

 , perhaps a blend of 
flaujol

 ‘flageolet’ + 
laüt

 ‘lute.’





fluted

 
/ˈflo͞odəd/






adjective




having flutes or grooves; ridged




•
 
fluted pillars.



















fluting

 
/ˈflo͞odiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sound reminiscent of that of a flute




•
 
the silvery fluting of a blackbird.










2.
 
a groove or set of grooves forming a surface decoration




•
 
a hollow stem with vertical flutings




•
 
pieces decorated with fluting.














II.
 
adjective




reminiscent of the sound of a flute




•
 
the golden, fluting voice filled the room.



















flutist

 
/ˈflo͞odəst /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 flautist






noun




a flute player.













flutter

 
/ˈflədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird or other winged creature) fly unsteadily or hover by flapping the wings quickly and lightly




•
 
a couple of butterflies fluttered around the garden.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird or other winged creature) flap (its wings) quickly and lightly




•
 
the lark fluttered its wings, hovering.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — move or fall with a light irregular or trembling motion




•
 
the remaining petals fluttered to the ground.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a person) move restlessly or uncertainly




•
 
the hostess fluttered forward to greet her guests.










5.
 
(of a pulse or heartbeat) beat feebly or irregularly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of fluttering




•
 
there was a flutter of wings at the window.










2.
 
a state or sensation of tremulous excitement




•
 
Sandra felt a flutter in the pit of her stomach




•
 
her insides were 
in a flutter

 .










3.
 


[Aeronautics]

 undesired oscillation in a part of an aircraft under stress.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 disturbance of the rhythm of the heart that is less severe than fibrillation




•
 
atrial flutter




•
 
I was diagnosed as having a heart flutter.










5.
 


[Electronics]

 rapid variation in the pitch or amplitude of a signal, especially of recorded sound.

Compare with wow
 2
 .




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a small bet




•
 
a 
flutter on

 the horses.














III.
 
phrases





flutter one's eyelashes






open and close one's eyes rapidly in a coyly flirtatious manner.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
flutterer






noun













2.
 
flutteringly






adverb













3.
 
fluttery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
floterian

 , 
flotorian

 , a frequentative form related to fleet
 4
 .





flutter kick






noun




a brisk, alternating, up-and-down movement of the legs when swimming with certain strokes, such as the crawl.













flutter-tonguing

 
/ˈflədərˌtəNGiNG/






noun




the action of vibrating the tongue (as if rolling an 
r

 ) in playing a wind instrument to produce a whirring effect.













fluty

 
/ˈflo͞odē /

 
flutey






adjective




reminiscent of the sound of a flute




•
 
a drawn-out fluty whistle.



















fluvial

 
/ˈflo͞ovēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Geology]

 of or found in a river.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
fluvialis

 , from 
fluvius

 ‘river,’ from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





fluviatile

 
/ˈflo͞ovēəˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective




of, found in, or produced by a river




•
 
fluviatile sediments.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
fluviatilis

 , from 
fluviatus

 ‘wet,’ from 
fluvius

 ‘river.’





fluvio-





I.
 
combining form




river; relating to rivers




•
 
fluvioglacial.

















– origin

 from Latin 
fluvius

 ‘river.’





fluvioglacial

 
/ˌflo͞ovēōˈɡlāSH(ə)l/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting erosion or deposition caused by flowing meltwater from glaciers or ice sheets.













fluvoxamine

 
/flo͞oˈväksəˌmēn, -min/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic antidepressant drug that acts by prolonging the effect of the neurotransmitter serotonin on the brain.














flux

 
/fləks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of flowing or flowing out




•
 
the flux of men and women moving back and forth




•
 
a localized flux of calcium into the cell.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal discharge of blood or other matter from or within the body.




3.
 
(usu. 
the flux

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 diarrhea or dysentery.




4.
 
continuous change




•
 
the whole political system is in a state of flux.










5.
 


[Physics]

 the rate of flow of a fluid, radiant energy, or particles across a given area.




6.
 
the amount of radiation or number of particles incident on an area in a given time.




7.
 
the total electric or magnetic field passing through a surface.




8.
 
a substance mixed with a solid to lower its melting point, used especially in soldering and brazing metals or to promote vitrification in glass or ceramics.




9.
 
a substance added to a furnace during metal smelting or glassmaking that combines with impurities to form slag.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a metal object) with a flux to promote melting.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fluxus

 , from 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





flux density

 
/fləks ˈdensədē/






noun




the magnitude of a magnetic, electric, or other flux passing through a unit area.













fluxgate

 
/ˈfləksɡāt /

 
flux gate






noun




a device consisting of one or more soft iron cores each surrounded by primary and secondary windings, used for determining the characteristics of an external magnetic field from the signals produced in the secondary windings.













fluxion

 
/ˈfləkSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 
[Mathematics]

 a function corresponding to the rate of change of a variable quantity; a derivative.




2.
 
another term for flux
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)).








II.
 
derivatives





fluxional

 
/ˈfləkSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
flux-

 ‘flowed,’ from the verb 
fluere

 .






fly1


 
/flī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird or other winged creature) move through the air under control




•
 
close the door or the moths will fly in




•
 
the bird can fly enormous distances.










2.
 
(of an aircraft or its occupants) travel through the air




•
 
I fly back to New York this evening.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — control the flight of (an aircraft); pilot.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transport in an aircraft




•
 
helicopters flew the injured to a hospital.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — accomplish (a purpose) in an aircraft




•
 
pilots trained to fly combat missions.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — release (a bird) to fly, especially a hawk for hunting or a pigeon for racing.




7.
 
move or be hurled quickly through the air




•
 
balls kept flying over her hedge




•
 
he was 
sent flying

 by the tackle.










8.
 
(
past

 flied) [with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 hit a ball high into the air




•
 
Gwynn flied to left.










9.
 
(
past

 flied) (
fly out

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a batter) be put out by hitting a fly ball that is caught.




10.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — go or move quickly




•
 
she flew along the path.










11.
 


‹informal›

 depart hastily




•
 
I must fly!










12.
 
(of time) pass swiftly




•
 
how time flies!










13.
 
(of a report) be circulated among many people




•
 
rumors were 
flying around

 Chicago.










14.
 
(of accusations or insults) be exchanged swiftly and heatedly




•
 
the accusations flew thick and fast.










15.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (especially of hair) wave or flutter in the wind




•
 
they were running, hair flying everywhere.










16.
 
(with reference to a flag) display or be displayed, especially on a flagpole




•
 
flags were flying at half-mast.










17.
 


‹archaic›

 flee; run away




•
 
those that fly may fight again.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — flee from; escape from in haste




•
 
you must fly the country for a while.










19.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be successful




•
 
that idea didn't fly with most other council members.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
( 
flies

 )
 — an opening at the crotch of a pair of pants, closed with a zipper or buttons and typically covered with a flap.




2.
 
a flap of material covering the opening or fastening of a garment or of a tent


[as 
modifier

 in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a fly-fronted shirt.










3.
 
(
the flies

 )
 — the space over the stage in a theater.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 short for fly ball
 .




5.
 
(
pl.

 usu. flys)
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a one-horse hackney carriage.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fly the coop








‹informal›

 make one's escape.









2.
 
fly the flag






see flag
 1
 .









3.
 
fly high






be very successful; prosper




•
 
that young man is the sort to fly high.















4.
 
fly in the face of






be openly at variance with (what is usual or expected)




•
 
a need to fly in the face of convention.















5.
 
fly into a rage (or temper)






become suddenly or violently angry.









6.
 
fly the nest





a.
 
(of a young bird) leave its nest on becoming able to fly.




b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a young person) leave their parents' home to set up home elsewhere.









7.
 
fly off the handle








‹informal›

 lose one's temper suddenly and unexpectedly.

[figuratively, with reference to the loose head of an ax.]









8.
 
go fly a kite






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 go away.









9.
 
on the fly





a.
 
while in motion or progress




•
 
his deep shot was caught on the fly.










b.
 


[Computing]

 during the running of a computer program without interrupting the run.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





fly at





a.
 
attack (someone) verbally or physically




•
 
Robbie flew at him, fists clenched.










b.
 
(of a hawk) pursue and attack, or habitually pursue (prey).




c.
 
(
fly a hawk at

 )
 — send a hawk to pursue and attack (prey).












V.
 
derivatives





flyable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
flēogan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vliegen

 and German 
fliegen

 , also to fly
 2
 .






fly2


 
/flī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flying insect of a large order characterized by a single pair of transparent wings and sucking (and often also piercing) mouthparts. Flies are noted as vectors of disease.

See also Diptera
 . [Order 
Diptera

 : numerous families.]




2.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — used in names of flying insects of other orders, e.g., 
butterfly

 , 
dragonfly

 , 
firefly

 .




3.
 
an infestation of flying insects on a plant or animal




•
 
cattle to be treated for warble fly.










4.
 
a natural or artificial flying insect used as bait in fishing, especially a mayfly.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
die (or drop) like flies






die or collapse in large numbers




•
 
people in the area seemed to die like flies in the winter.















2.
 
a fly in the ointment






a minor irritation that spoils the success or enjoyment of something.









3.
 
fly on the wall





a.
 
an unnoticed observer of a particular situation.




b.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — denoting a filmmaking technique whereby events are observed realistically with minimum interference rather than acted out under direction




•
 
a fly-on-the-wall documentary.















4.
 
wouldn't hurt (or harm) a fly






(of a person or animal) inoffensive and harmless.









5.
 
you (can) catch more flies with honey than (with) vinegar








‹proverb›

 it is more effective to be polite and flattering than to be hostile or demanding.















– origin

 Old English 
flȳge

 , 
flēoge

 , denoting any winged insect; related to Dutch 
vlieg

 and German 
Fliege

 , also to fly
 1
 .






fly3


 
/flī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 stylish and fashionable




•
 
they were wearin' fly clothes.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 knowing and clever; worldly-wise




•
 
she's fly enough not to get done out of it.














II.
 
derivatives





flyness






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





fly agaric






noun




a poisonous toadstool that has a red cap with fluffy white spots, growing particularly among birch trees. It contains hallucinogenic alkaloids and has long been used by the indigenous peoples of northeastern Siberia.

[
Amanita muscaria

 , family 
Amanitaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













fly ash






noun




ash produced in small dark flecks, typically from a furnace, and carried into the air.













flyaway

 
/ˈflīəˌwā/






adjective




(of a person's hair) fine and difficult to control.













flyback

 
/ˈflībak/






noun




the return of the scanning spot in a cathode ray tube to the starting point.














fly ball






noun






[Baseball]

 a ball batted high into the air.













flyblow

 
/ˈflīˌblō/






noun




flies' eggs contaminating food, especially meat.













flyblown

 
/ˈflīˌblōn/






adjective




dirty or contaminated, especially through contact with flies and their eggs and larvae




•
 
the room was filthy and flyblown.



















flyboy

 
/ˈflīˌboi/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a pilot, especially one in the air force.














flybridge

 
/ˈflīˌbrij /

 
flying bridge






noun




an open deck above the main bridge of a vessel such as a yacht or cabin cruiser, typically equipped with duplicate controls.













flyby

 
/ˈflībī/






noun




a flight past a point, especially the close approach of a spacecraft to a planet or moon for observation.













fly-by-night

 
/ˈflī bə ˌnīt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
unreliable or untrustworthy, especially in business or financial matters




•
 
cheap suits made by fly-by-night operators.














II.
 
noun




an unreliable or untrustworthy person.













fly-by-wire

 
/ˈflībīˌwī(ə)r/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a semiautomatic and typically computer-regulated system for controlling the flight of an aircraft or spacecraft




•
 
sophisticated fly-by-wire technology.



















fly-casting





I.
 
noun




another term for fly fishing
 .








II.
 
derivatives





fly-cast






verb





















flycatcher

 
/ˈflīˌkaCHər ˈflīˌkeCHər/






noun




a bird that catches flying insects, especially in short flights from a perch.

[Typical Old World flycatchers belong to the family 
Muscicapidae

 . Many others belong to the Old World family 
Monarchidae

 and the New World family 
Tyrannidae

 (
tyrant flycatchers

 ), while some belong to families 
Eopsaltridae

 (Australasia), 
Platysteiridae

 (Africa), and 
Bombycillidae

 (America).]













fly-drive

 
/ˈflī ˈˌdrīv/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 denoting a package vacation that includes a flight and car rental at the destination.








II.
 
noun




a vacation that includes a flight and car rental.














fly fishing





I.
 
noun




the sport of fishing using a rod and an artificial fly as bait.








II.
 
derivatives





fly-fish






verb





















fly gallery






noun




a raised platform at the side of a stage that contains ropes and equipment for moving props and scenery. Also called 
fly floor

 .













fly-in

 
/ˈflīin/






noun



1.
 
a meeting for pilots who arrive by air




•
 
they are holding a helicopter fly-in.










2.
 
an act of transporting people or goods by air




•
 
one or two fly-ins to remote lakes.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a place or activity that is reached using an aircraft




•
 
fly-in canoe trips.




















flying

 
/ˈflīiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
moving or able to move through the air with wings




•
 
a flying ant.










2.
 
done while hurling oneself through the air




•
 
he took a flying kick at a policeman.










3.
 
moving rapidly, especially through the air




•
 
one passenger was cut by flying glass.










4.
 
hasty; brief




•
 
a flying visit.










5.
 
used in names of animals that can glide by using winglike membranes or other structures, e.g., 
flying squirrel

 .








II.
 
noun




flight, especially in an aircraft




•
 
she hates flying.














III.
 
phrases





with flying colors






with distinction




•
 
Sylvia had passed her exams with flying colors.























flying boat

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈbōt/






noun




a large seaplane that lands with its fuselage in the water.













flying bomb

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈbäm/






noun




a small pilotless aircraft with an explosive warhead, especially a V-1.













flying bridge

 
/flīiNG brij/






noun




another term for flybridge
 .













flying buttress

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈbətrəs/






noun






[Architecture]

 a buttress slanting from a separate pier, typically forming an arch with the wall it supports.













flying change






noun




a movement in riding in which the leading leg at the canter is changed without breaking gait while the horse is in the air.













flying disc

 
flying disk






noun




a concave plastic disc designed for skimming through the air as an outdoor game or amusement




•
 
rotating your upper body to throw the flying disc helps to improve the flexibility of your spine.




















flying dragon






noun




an arboreal Southeast Asian lizard that has expanding membranes along the sides of the body, used for gliding between trees.

Also called dragon
 . [Genus 
Draco

 , family 
Agamidae

 : several species.]













Flying Dutchman

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈdəCHmən/





I.
 
a legendary spectral ship supposedly seen in the region of the Cape of Good Hope and presaging disaster.




II.
 
the captain of the Flying Dutchman.









flying fish

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈfiSH/






noun




a fish of warm seas that leaps out of the water and uses its winglike pectoral fins to glide over the surface for some distance.

[Family 
Exocoetidae

 : several genera and species, in particular 
Exocoetus volitans

 .]














flying fox

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈfäks/






noun




a large fruit bat with a foxlike face, found in Madagascar, Southeast Asia, and northern Australia.

[
Pteropus

 and two other genera, family 
Pteropodidae

 : numerous species.]













flying frog






noun




a nocturnal arboreal Asian frog that is able to glide between trees using the large webs between its extended toes.

[
Polypedates leucomystax

 , family 
Rhacophoridae

 .]













flying gurnard






noun




a bottom-dwelling marine fish that has bony armor on the skull, spines behind the head, and large brightly colored pectoral fins. It moves through the water with a gliding or flying motion.

[Family 
Dactylopteridae

 : two genera and several species.]














flying lemur






noun




a tree-dwelling lemurlike mammal with a membrane between the fore- and hind limbs for gliding from tree to tree. It is nocturnal and native to Southeast Asia.

Also called colugo
 . [Family 
Cynocephalidae

 and genus 
Cynocephalus

 , order 
Dermoptera

 : two species.]













flying lizard






noun




another term for flying dragon
 .













flying machine






noun




an aircraft, especially an early or unconventional one.













flying mouse






noun



1.
 
another term for feathertail glider
 .




2.
 


[Computing]

 a mouse that can be lifted from the desk and used in three dimensions.














flying phalanger






noun




a small Australasian marsupial with a membrane between the fore- and hind limbs for gliding.

[Genera 
Petaurus

 and 
Petauroides

 , family 
Petauridae

 : five species.]













flying saucer

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈsôsər/






noun




a disk-shaped flying craft supposedly piloted by aliens; a UFO.













flying snake






noun




a greenish semiarboreal Southeast Asian snake that can glide down from a tree in a stiff horizontal position, with the belly hollowed to slow its descent.

[
Chrysopelea ornata

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













flying squad

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈskwäd/






noun






(Brit.)

 a division of a police force or other organization that is capable of reaching an incident quickly.














flying squirrel






noun




a small squirrel that has skin joining the fore and hind limbs for gliding from tree to tree.

[Subfamily 
Pteromyinae

 , family 
Sciuridae

 (many species in Southeast Asia, northern Eurasia, and North America) and family 
Anomaluridae

 (several species in Africa). The two common North American species are the 
northern flying squirrel

 (
Glaucomys sabrinus

 ) and the 
southern flying squirrel

 (
G. volans

 ).]













flying start

 
/ˈˌflīiNG ˈstärt/






noun



1.
 
a start of a race or time trial in which the starting point is passed at speed.




2.
 
a good beginning, especially one giving an advantage over competitors




•
 
the team 
got off to a flying start

 in last year's rally.



















flying wedge






noun




a fast-moving group, as of police officers, linked together closely in a V-shaped formation, sometimes used to force a way through a crowd or to protect someone behind them.













flying wing






noun




an aircraft with little or no fuselage and no vertical airfoil.













fly-kick






noun




a kick, especially in rugby, made while the ball is still in the air.













flyleaf

 
/ˈflīˌlēf/






noun




a blank page at the beginning or end of a book.













Flynn, Errol

 
/flin/






(1909–59), US actor; born in Australia; born 
Leslie Thomas Flynn

 . His usual role was the swashbuckling hero of romantic costume dramas in movies such as 
Captain Blood

 (1935) and 
The Adventures of Robin Hood

 (1938).









flyover

 
/ˈflīˌōvər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a low flight by one or more aircraft over a specific location




•
 
there were artillery platforms in the hills, making a flyover too risky.










2.
 
a ceremonial flight of an aircraft past a person or a place.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an overpass.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 denoting central regions of the US regarded as less significant than the East or West coasts




•
 
his appeal extends way beyond the Bible Belt and the flyover states.



















flypaper

 
/ˈflīˌpāpər/






noun




sticky, poison-treated strips of paper that are hung indoors to catch and kill flies.













Fly River

 
/ˌflī ˈrivər/






a river in Papua New Guinea—the country's longest—that flows for 750 miles (1,200 km) from the border with Indonesia into the Gulf of Papua.









fly rod






noun




a lightweight flexible rod used in fly fishing.













flysch

 
/fliSH/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sedimentary deposit consisting of thin beds of shale or marl alternating with coarser strata such as sandstone or conglomerate.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Swiss German dialect.





flysheet

 
/ˈflīˌSHēt/






noun



1.
 
a tract or circular of two or four pages.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a fabric cover pitched outside and over a tent to give extra protection against bad weather.

See fly
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













flyspeck

 
/ˈflīˌspek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tiny stain made by the excrement of an insect.




2.
 
a thing that is contemptibly small or insignificant




•
 
a sleepy flyspeck of a town.














II.
 
derivatives





flyspecked






adjective





















fly spray

 
/flī sprā/






noun




a substance sprayed from an aerosol that kills flying insects.














fly strike






noun




infestation of an animal with blowfly maggots.













fly swatter

 
/flī ˈswädər /

 
flyswatter






noun




an implement used for swatting insects, typically a square of plastic mesh attached to a wire handle.













fly-through

 
/ˈflīTHro͞o/






noun




a computer-animated simulation of what would be seen by one flying through a particular real or imaginary region.













fly-tip





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 dump waste illegally.








II.
 
derivatives





fly-tipper






noun





















fly-tying






noun




the making of the artificial flies used in fly-fishing.













flyway

 
/ˈflīwā/






noun






[Ornithology]

 a route regularly used by large numbers of migrating birds.













flyweight

 
/ˈflīˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between light flyweight and bantamweight. In boxing it ranges from 108 to 112 pounds (48 to 51 kg).




2.
 
a flyweight boxer or other competitor.













flywheel

 
/ˈflīˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a heavy revolving wheel in a machine that is used to increase the machine's momentum and thereby provide greater stability or a reserve of available power during interruptions in the delivery of power to the machine.













Fm






symbol




the chemical element fermium.













FM

 
/ˌef ˈem/






abbreviation




frequency modulation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an FM radio station.



















fm.






abbreviation




fathom(s).













FMB






abbreviation




Federal Maritime Board.













FMCG






abbreviation




fast-moving consumer goods


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the FMCG sector.



















FMCS






abbreviation




Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service.













FML






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 fuck my life! (used to express dismay at a frustrating or irritating personal situation).













FMN






abbreviation




flavin mononucleotide.













FMV






abbreviation




full-motion video.













FN






abbreviation




foreign national.













fn.






abbreviation




footnote.













FNMA






abbreviation




Federal National Mortgage Association.

Also called Fannie Mae
 .














f-number

 
/ˈef ˌnəmbər/





I.
 
noun






[Photography]

 the ratio of the focal length of a camera lens to the diameter of the aperture being used for a particular shot (e.g., 
f8

 , indicating that the focal length is eight times the diameter).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
f

 (denoting the focal length) and number
 .





FO






abbreviation



1.
 
field officer.




2.
 
Foreign Office.













fo.






abbreviation




folio.













Fo, Dario

 
/fō/






(1926–), Italian playwright. Notable works: 
Accidental Death of an Anarchist

 (1970) and 
Open Couple

 (1983). Nobel Prize for Literature (1997).









FOAF






abbreviation



1.
 
friend of a friend




•
 
investigations never do succeed in finding the FOAF who started any of these yarns.










2.
 
a story or urban legend attributed to one of these.














foal

 
/fōl/





I.
 
noun




a young horse or related animal.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a mare) give birth to a foal.




2.
 
(
be foaled

 )
 — (of a foal) be born.








III.
 
phrases





in (or with) foal






(of a mare) pregnant.















– origin

 Old English 
fola

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
veulen

 and German 
Fohlen

 , also to filly
 .






foam

 
/fōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass of small bubbles formed on or in liquid, typically by agitation or fermentation




•
 
a beer with a thick head of foam.










2.
 
a mass of small bubbles formed from saliva or sweat.




3.
 
a thick preparation containing many small bubbles




•
 
shaving cream (foam type) does a fine job on my beard.










4.
 
a lightweight form of rubber or plastic made by solidifying liquid foam.




5.
 
(
the foam

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the sea




•
 
Venus rising from the foam.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or produce a mass of small bubbles; froth




•
 
the sea foamed beneath them.














III.
 
phrases





foam at the mouth








‹informal›

 be very angry.












IV.
 
derivatives





foamless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fām

 (noun), 
fǣman

 (verb); related to Old High German 
feim

 (noun), 
feimen

 (verb).





foamflower

 
/ˈfōmˌflou(ə)r/






noun




see tiarella
 .













foam party






noun




a party, especially in a nightclub, at which guests dance and play in foam or soap suds.













foam rubber






noun




a spongy material made of rubber or plastic in the form of foam, used for cushioning and in upholstery.













foamy

 
/ˈfōmē/






adjective




producing or consisting of foam; frothy




•
 
a beach with foamy waves




•
 
a mug of foamy beer.



















fob1


 
/fäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chain attached to a watch for carrying in a waistcoat or waistband pocket.




2.
 
a small ornament attached to a watch chain.




3.
 
(also 
fob pocket

 )
 — a small pocket for carrying a watch.




4.
 
a tab on a key ring.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a fob pocket in a waistband): origin uncertain; probably related to German dialect 
Fuppe

 ‘pocket.’






fob2


 
/fäb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
fob someone off

 )


1.
 
deceitfully attempt to satisfy someone by making excuses or giving them something inferior




•
 
secretaries fob off most unwanted callers by saying their boss is in a meeting.










2.
 
(
fob something off on

 )
 — give (someone) something inferior to or different from what they want




•
 
he fobbed off the chairmanship on Clifford.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cheat out of’): origin uncertain; perhaps related to German 
foppen

 ‘deceive, cheat, banter,’ or to fop
 .





FOB1







abbreviation



1.
 
Forward Operating Base.




2.
 
friend of Bill, a friend of Bill Clinton, especially one of his close circle of advisers and contacts.













FOB2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹often offensive›

 a recent immigrant, especially regarded as being unassimilated.











– origin

 1960s: from the initial letters of 
fresh off the boat

 ; compare with off the boat
 .





f.o.b.

 
/ˌefˌōˈbē/






abbreviation




free on board.













FOBT





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a type of electronic gaming machine on which players may bet on the outcome of various simulated games and events (such as roulette, blackjack, bingo, and horse races), the odds offered being fixed from game to game




•
 
anti-gambling campaigners have asked for tighter regulation of FOBTs.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
fixed-odds betting terminal

 .





focaccia

 
/fōˈkäCH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a type of flat Italian bread made with yeast and olive oil and flavored with herbs.











– origin

 Italian.






focal

 
/ˈfōk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the center or main point of interest




•
 
tapestries in which birds or animals provide the focal interest.










2.
 


[Optics]

 of or relating to the focus of a lens.




3.
 
(of a disease or medical condition) occurring in one particular site in the body.








II.
 
derivatives





focally






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
focalis

 , from Latin 
focus

 , or directly from focus
 .





focalize

 
/ˈfōkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 focus (something), in particular




2.
 


‹technical›

 (in literary theory) provide an internal focus for (a text)




•
 
the narrative discourse is focalized around the consciousness of the central protagonist.










3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Medicine]

 confine (a disease or infection) to a particular site in the body.








II.
 
derivatives





focalization

 
/ˌfōkələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌfōkəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















focal length

 
/ˈfōkəl ˌleNGTH/






noun



1.
 
the distance between the center of a lens or curved mirror and its focus.




2.
 
the equivalent distance in a compound lens or telescope.













focal plane

 
/ˈfōkəl plān/






noun




the plane through the focus perpendicular to the axis of a mirror or lens.














focal point

 
/ˈfōkəl ˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
the point at which rays or waves meet after reflection or refraction, or the point from which diverging rays or waves appear to proceed.




2.
 
the center of interest or activity




•
 
almost every sizable city can have a junior college that can act as a focal point for cultural activity.



















Foch, Ferdinand

 
/fôSH/






(1851–1929), French general. He supported the use of offensive warfare, which resulted in many of his 20th Corps being killed at the start of World War I in August 1914.










focus

 
/ˈfōkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the center of interest or activity




•
 
this generation has made the environment a focus of attention.










2.
 
an act of concentrating interest or activity on something




•
 
our 
focus on

 the customer's requirements.










3.
 


[Geology]

 the point of origin of an earthquake.

Compare with epicenter
 .




4.
 


[Medicine]

 the principal site of an infection or other disease.




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 the part of a sentence given prominence, usually for emphasis or contrast, e.g., 
Bob

 in 
it was Bob who came, not Bill

 .

Compare with rheme
 .




6.
 
the state or quality of having or producing clear visual definition




•
 
his face is rather 
out of focus

 .










7.
 
another term for focal point
 .




8.
 
the point at which an object must be situated with respect to a lens or mirror for an image of it to be well defined.




9.
 
a device on a lens that can be adjusted to produce a clear image.




10.
 


[Geometry]

 one of the fixed points from which the distances to any point of a given curve, such as an ellipse or parabola, are connected by a linear relation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or their eyes) adapt to the prevailing level of light and become able to see clearly




•
 
try to 
focus on

 a stationary object.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (one's eyes) to focus




•
 
trying to 
focus

 his bleary eyes 
on

 Corbett.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — adjust the focus of (a telescope, camera, or other instrument)




•
 
they were 
focusing

 a telescope 
on

 a star.










4.
 
(of rays or waves) meet at a single point.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a lens) make (rays or waves) meet at a single point.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of light, radio waves, or other energy) become concentrated into a sharp beam of light or energy.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a lens) concentrate (light, radio waves, or energy) into a sharp beam.




8.
 
(
focus on

 )
 — pay particular attention to




•
 
the study will focus on a number of areas in Wales.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — concentrate




•
 
the course helps to focus and stimulate your thoughts.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Linguistics]

 place the focus on (a part of a sentence).








III.
 
derivatives





focuser






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a term in geometry and physics): from Latin, literally ‘domestic hearth.’





focus group

 
/ˈfōkəs ɡro͞op/






noun




a demographically diverse group of people assembled to participate in a guided discussion about a particular product before it is launched, or to provide ongoing feedback on a political campaign, television series, etc.













focus puller






noun




an assistant to a film or television cameraman who is responsible for keeping the lens focused during filming.














fodder

 
/ˈfädər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
food, especially dried hay or feed, for cattle and other livestock.




2.
 
a person or thing regarded only as material for a specific use




•
 
young people ending up as factory fodder.







See also cannon fodder
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give fodder to (cattle or other livestock).











– origin

 Old English 
fōdor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
voeder

 and German 
Futter

 , also to food
 .





fody

 
/ˈfōdē/





I.
 
noun




a songbird of the weaver family occurring in Madagascar and islands in the Indian Ocean, the male of which typically has mainly red plumage.

[Genus 
Foudia

 , family 
Ploceidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 a local word.






foe

 
/fō/





I.
 
noun




an enemy or opponent




•
 
join forces against the common foe.

















– origin

 Old English 
fāh

 ‘hostile’ and 
gefā

 ‘enemy’; related to feud
 .





FoE






abbreviation




Friends of the Earth.













foehn

 
/fən fān /

 
föhn





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the foehn

 )


1.
 
a hot southerly wind on the northern slopes of the Alps.




2.
 
(also 
foehn wind

 )
 — 

[Meteorology]

 a warm dry wind developing in the lee of any mountain range.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Föhn

 , based on Latin 
(ventus) Favonius

 ‘mild west wind,’ 
Favonius

 being the Roman personification of the west or west wind.





foetal






adjective




variant spelling of fetal
 (chiefly in British nontechnical use).













foetus

 
/ˈfētəs/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of fetus
 (chiefly in British nontechnical use).








II.
 
derivatives





foeticide

 
/ˈfētəˌsīd /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at fetus
 .






fog1


 
/fôɡ fäɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick cloud of tiny water droplets suspended in the atmosphere at or near the earth's surface that obscures or restricts visibility (to a greater extent than mist; strictly, reducing visibility to below 1 km)




•
 
the collision occurred in thick fog.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an opaque mass of something in the atmosphere




•
 
a whirling 
fog of

 dust.










3.
 


[Photography]

 cloudiness that obscures the image on a developed negative or print.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — something that obscures and confuses a situation or someone's thought processes




•
 
the origins of local government are lost in a fog of detail.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a glass surface) cover or become covered with steam


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
hot steam drifted about her, 
fogging up

 the window




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the windshield was starting to 
fog up

 .










2.
 


[Photography]

 make (a film, negative, or print) obscure or cloudy.




3.
 
bewilder or puzzle (someone)




•
 
she stared at him, confusion fogging her brain.










4.
 
make (an idea or situation) difficult to understand




•
 
the government has been fogging the issue.










5.
 
treat with something, especially an insecticide, in the form of a spray




•
 
Winnipeg stopped fogging for mosquitoes three years ago.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in a fog






in a state of perplexity; unable to think clearly or understand something.









2.
 
the fog of war






confusion caused by the chaos of war or battle




•
 
he argues that the fog of war clouded everyone's judgment.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps a back-formation from foggy
 .






fog2


 
/fôɡ fäɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the grass that grows in a field after a crop of hay has been taken.




2.
 
long grass left standing in a pasture and used as winter grazing.











– origin

 late Middle English: origin uncertain; perhaps related to Norwegian 
fogg

 .





fog bank

 
/ˈfôɡ ˌbaNGk ˈfäɡ ˌbaNGk/






noun




a dense mass of fog, especially at sea.













fogbound

 
/ˈfôɡˌbound ˈfäɡˌbound/






adjective



1.
 
unable to travel or function normally because of thick fog.




2.
 
enveloped or obscured by fog




•
 
a fogbound forest.



















fogbow

 
/ˈfôɡˌbō, ˈfäɡ-/






noun




a phenomenon similar to a rainbow, produced by sunlight shining on fog.













fogey

 
/ˈfōɡē /

 
fogy





I.
 
noun




a person, typically an old one, who is considered to be old-fashioned or conservative in attitude or tastes




•
 
a bunch of 
old fogeys

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fogeydom

 
/ˈfōɡēdəm /






noun













2.
 
fogeyish






adjective













3.
 
fogeyism

 
/ˌ-izəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: related to earlier slang 
fogram

 , of unknown origin.





Foggia

 
/ˈfôjə, ˈfôdjä/






a town in southeastern Italy; pop. 153,239 (2008).










foggy

 
/ˈfôɡē ˈfäɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of or accompanied by fog




•
 
a dark and foggy night.










2.
 
unable to think clearly; confused




•
 
she was foggy with sleep.










3.
 
indistinctly expressed or perceived; obscure




•
 
exactly what the company hopes to achieve is still foggy.














II.
 
phrases





not have the foggiest (idea or notion)








‹informal›

 have no idea at all.












III.
 
derivatives





fogginess

 
/ˈfôɡēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps from fog
 2
 .





Foggy Bottom

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
the US State Department




•
 
Foggy Bottom's strategy for ensuring stability was to leave most of the power structure in place.













– origin

 the name of a riverside area of Washington, DC, where the department is based.





foghorn

 
/ˈfôɡˌhôrn ˈfäɡˌhôrn/






noun




a device making a loud, deep sound as a warning to ships in fog.













fog lamp

 
fog light






noun




a bright light on a motor vehicle, used in foggy conditions to improve road visibility or warn other drivers of one's presence.














foible

 
/ˈfoibəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a minor weakness or eccentricity in someone's character




•
 
they have to tolerate each other's little foibles.










2.
 


[Fencing]

 the weaker part of a sword blade, from the middle to the point.

Compare with forte
 1
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘feeble’): from obsolete French, in Old French 
fieble

 (see feeble
 ). Both noun senses also formerly occurred as senses of the word 
feeble

 and all date from the 17th cent.





foie gras

 
/ˌfwä ˈɡrä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the liver of a specially fattened goose or duck prepared as food.




2.
 
short for pâté de foie gras
 .











– origin

 French, ‘fat liver.’





foil1


 
/foil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent (something considered wrong or undesirable) from succeeding




•
 
a brave policewoman foiled the armed robbery.










2.
 
frustrate the efforts or plans of




•
 
Errol Flynn was a dashing Mountie foiling Nazi agents in Canada.










3.
 


[Hunting]

 (of a hunted animal) run over or cross (ground or a scent or track) in such a way as to confuse the hounds.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hunting]

 the track or scent of a hunted animal.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a setback in an enterprise; a defeat.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘trample down’): perhaps from Old French 
fouler

 ‘to full cloth, trample,’ based on Latin 
fullo

 ‘fuller.’ Compare with full
 2
 .





foil2


 
/foil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
metal hammered or rolled into a thin flexible sheet, used chiefly for covering or wrapping food




•
 
aluminum foil.










2.
 
a person or thing that contrasts with and so emphasizes and enhances the qualities of another




•
 
the earthy taste of grilled vegetables is a perfect foil for the tart bite of creamy goat cheese.










3.
 
a thin leaf of metal placed under a precious stone to increase its brilliance.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 a leaf-shaped curve formed by the cusping of an arch or circle, typically occurring in groups of three or more in Gothic tracery.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





foil3


 
/foil/





I.
 
noun




a light fencing sword without cutting edges but with a button on its point.








II.
 
derivatives





foilist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






foil4


 
/foil/






noun




each of the winglike structures fitted to a hydrofoil's hull to lift it clear of the water at speed.













foist

 
/foist/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
foist someone/something on

 )


1.
 
impose an unwelcome or unnecessary person or thing on




•
 
don't let anyone foist inferior goods on you.










2.
 
(
foist someone/something into

 )
 — introduce someone or something surreptitiously or unwarrantably into




•
 
he attempted to foist a new delegate into the conference.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘palm a false die, so as to produce it at the right moment’): from Dutch dialect 
vuisten

 ‘take in the hand,’ from 
vuist

 (see fist
 ).





Fokine, Michel

 
/ˈfôkyin, fôˈkēn/






(1880–1942), US dancer and choreographer; born in Russia; born 
Mikhail Mikhailovich Fokin

 . He reformed classical ballet. He was Sergi Diaghilev's chief choreographer at the Ballets Russes 1909–14.









Fokker, Anthony

 
/ˈfäkər/






(1890–1939), US aircraft designer and pilot; born in Java; full name 
Anthony Herman Gerard Fokker

 . Having built his first aircraft in 1908, he designed fighters used by the Germans in World War I.









fol.






abbreviation



1.
 
folio.




2.
 
following.













folacin

 
/ˈfôləsən, ˈfäl-/






noun




another term for folic acid
 .














fold1


 
/fōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend (something flexible and relatively flat) over on itself so that one part of it covers another




•
 
she folded all her clothes and packed all her bags.










2.
 
(
fold something in/into

 )
 — mix an ingredient gently with (another ingredient), especially by lifting a mixture with a spoon so as to enclose it without stirring or beating




•
 
fold the egg whites into the chocolate mixture.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a piece of furniture or equipment) be able to be bent or rearranged into a flatter or more compact shape, typically in order to make it easier to store or carry


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the deck chair folds flat




•
 (as 
adj.

 
folding

 )
 
a folding chair.










4.
 
bend or rearrange (a piece of folding furniture or equipment)




•
 
he 
folded up

 his tripod.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fold out

 )
 — be able to be opened out; unfold




•
 
the sofa folds out.










6.
 


[Geology]

 cause (rock strata) to undergo bending or curvature


(as 
noun

 
folding

 )


•
 
a more active period of igneous activity caused intense folding.










7.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — cover or wrap something in (a soft or flexible material)




•
 
a plastic bag was folded around the book.










8.
 
hold or clasp (someone) closely in one's arms with passion or deep affection




•
 
Bob folded her in his arms and kissed her.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of an enterprise or organization) cease operating as a result of financial problems or a lack of support




•
 
the club folded earlier this year.










10.
 
(especially of a sports player or team) suddenly stop performing well or effectively




•
 
he folded in the second round.










11.
 
(of a poker player) drop out of a hand




•
 
an unerring knack for knowing when to fold and when to stay in.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
folds

 )
 — a form or shape produced by the gentle draping of a loose, full garment or piece of cloth




•
 
the fabric fell in soft folds.










2.
 
an area of skin that sags or hangs loosely.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an undulation or gentle curve of the ground; a slight hill or hollow




•
 
the house lay in a fold of the hills.










4.
 


[Geology]

 a bend or curvature of strata.




5.
 
a line or crease produced in paper or cloth as the result of folding it.




6.
 
a piece of paper or cloth that has been folded




•
 
a fold of paper slipped out of the diary.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
above (or below) the fold





a.
 
printed in the top (or bottom) half of the front page of a broadsheet newspaper and so visible (or not visible) when the paper is folded




•
 
they're holding four column inches above the fold.










b.
 
positioned in the upper (or lower) half of a web page and so visible (or not visible) without scrolling down the page




•
 
click-through yield on ads below the fold is lower.















2.
 
fold one's arms






bring one's arms together and cross them over one's chest.









3.
 
fold one's hands






bring or hold one's hands together.












IV.
 
derivatives





foldable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
falden

 , 
fealden

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vouwen

 and German 
falten

 .






fold2


 
/fōld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pen or enclosure in a field where livestock, especially sheep, can be kept.




2.
 
(
the fold

 )
 — a group or community, especially when perceived as the locus of a particular set of aims and values




•
 
he's performing a ritual to be accepted into the fold.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shut (livestock) in a fold.











– origin

 Old English 
fald

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vaalt

 .





-fold

 
/fōld/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and adverbs from cardinal numbers:




2.
 
in an amount multiplied by




•
 
threefold.










3.
 
consisting of so many parts or facets




•
 
twofold.

















– origin

 Old English 
-fald

 , 
-feald

 ; related to fold
 1
 .





foldaway

 
/ˈfōldəˌwā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
adapted or designed to be folded up for ease of storage or transport




•
 
a foldaway table.



















folder

 
/ˈfōldər/






noun



1.
 
a folding cover or holder, typically made of stiff paper or cardboard, for storing loose papers.




2.
 
an icon on a computer screen that can be used to access a directory containing related files or documents.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a folded leaflet or a booklet made of folded sheets of paper.













folderol

 
/ˈfäldəräl ˈfôldəˌrôl /

 
falderal






noun



1.
 
trivial or nonsensical fuss




•
 
all the folderol of the athletic contests and the cheerleaders.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a showy but useless item.













folding door






noun




a door with vertical jointed sections that can be folded together to one side to allow access to a room or building.













folding money

 
/fōldiNG ˈmənē/






noun






‹informal›

 paper money; banknotes.













foldout

 
/ˈfōldout/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a page in a book or magazine or a piece of furniture) designed to be opened out for use and then folded away




•
 
a fold-out map.














II.
 
noun




a page or piece of furniture designed to be folded open or closed.













foley

 
/ˈfōlē/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
relating to or concerned with the addition of recorded sound effects after the shooting of a film




•
 
the aural details that foley artists duplicate.

















– origin

 named after the inventor of the editing process.





folia

 
/ˈfōlēə/






plural form of folium
 .









foliaceous

 
/ˌfōlēˈāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling a leaf or leaves.




2.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 consisting of thin sheets or laminae.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
foliaceus

 ‘leafy’ (from 
folium

 ‘leaf’) + -ous
 .





foliage

 
/ˈfōl(ē)ij/





I.
 
noun




plant leaves, collectively




•
 
healthy green foliage.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
foilage

 (in the sense ‘design resembling leaves’): from Old French 
feuillage

 , from 
feuille

 ‘leaf,’ from Latin 
folium

 . The change in the first syllable was due to association with Latin 
folium

 .





foliage leaf






noun






[Botany]

 a normal leaf, as opposed to petals and other modified leaves.













foliar

 
/ˈfōlēər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to leaves




•
 
foliar color and shape.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
foliaris

 , from Latin 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





foliar feed





I.
 
noun




nutrients supplied to the leaves of a plant.








II.
 
derivatives





foliar feeding






noun





















foliate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈfōlēət ˈfōlēāt /



1.
 
decorated with leaves or leaflike motifs




•
 
foliate scrolls.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈfōlēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate with leaves or leaflike motifs




•
 
the dome is to be foliated.










2.
 
number the leaves of (a book) rather than the pages.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
foliatus

 ‘leaved,’ from 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





foliated

 
/ˈfōlēˌādəd/






adjective



1.
 
decorated with leaves or leaflike motifs




•
 
ten columns foliated at the capitals.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 decorated with foils or conventionalized leaves.




3.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 consisting of thin sheets or laminae.













foliation

 
/ˌfōlēˈāSHən/






noun






[chiefly Geology]

 the process of being split into thin sheets or laminae.














folic acid

 
/fōlik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a vitamin of the B complex, found especially in leafy green vegetables, liver, and kidney.

Also called pteroylglutamic acid
 , vitamin M
 .








II.
 
derivatives





folate

 
/ˈfōˌlāt /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: 
folic

 from Latin 
folium

 ‘leaf’ + -ic
 .





folie à deux

 
/fôˌlē ä ˈdœ/





I.
 
noun




delusion or mental illness shared by two people in close association.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘shared madness.’





folie de grandeur

 
/ˈfôˌlēdəɡräNˈdər/





I.
 
noun




delusions of grandeur.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French.





Folies-Bergère

 
/fôˌlēbərˈZHer, fôˌlē berˈZHer/






a variety theater in Paris, opened in 1869, known for its lavish productions featuring nude and seminude female performers.









folio

 
/ˈfōlēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual leaf of paper or parchment, numbered on the recto or front side only, occurring either loose as one of a series or forming part of a bound volume.




2.
 


[Printing]

 the page number in a printed book.




3.
 
a sheet of paper folded once to form two leaves (four pages) of a book.




4.
 
a size of book made up of folio sheets of paper




•
 
copies 
in folio

 .










5.
 
a book or manuscript made up of folio sheets of paper; a volume of the largest standard size




•
 
old vellum-bound folios




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a folio volume.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ablative of 
folium

 ‘leaf,’ in medieval Latin used in references to mean ‘on leaf so-and-so.’ The original sense of 
in folio

 (from Italian 
in foglio

 ) was ‘in the form of a full-sized sheet or leaf folded once’ (designating the largest size of book).





foliose

 
/ˈfōlēˌōs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a lichen) having a lobed, leaflike shape.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
foliosus

 , from 
folium

 ‘leaf.’






folium

 
/ˈfōlēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a thin leaflike structure, e.g., in some rocks or in the cerebellum of the brain.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘leaf.’





folivore

 
/ˈfōləˌvôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal that feeds on leaves.








II.
 
derivatives





folivorous

 
/fōˈlivərəs /






adjective






















folk

 
/fōk/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
(also 
folks

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 people in general




•
 
some folk will do anything for money




•
 
an old folks' home.










2.
 
(
folks

 )
 — used as a friendly form of address to a group of people




•
 
meanwhile, folks, why not relax and enjoy the show?










3.
 
(
one's folks

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the members of one's family, especially one's parents




•
 
I get along all right with your folks.










4.
 
folk music




•
 
a mixture of folk and reggae.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the traditional art or culture of a community or nation




•
 
a revival of interest in folk customs




•
 
a folk museum.










2.
 
relating to or originating from the beliefs and opinions of ordinary people




•
 
a folk hero




•
 
folk wisdom.










3.
 
of or relating to folk music




•
 
performing at a folk club in Chicago.














III.
 
phrases





just (plain) folks






ordinary, down-to-earth, unpretentious people.















– origin

 Old English 
folc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
volk

 and German 
Volk

 .





folk dance





I.
 
noun




a popular dance, considered as part of the tradition or custom of a particular people




•
 
well-known folk dances




•
 
ballet steps complicated by borrowings from folk dance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
folk dancer






noun













2.
 
folk dancing






noun






















folk etymology

 
/fōk ˌedəˈmäləjē/






noun



1.
 
a popular but mistaken account of the origin of a word or phrase.




2.
 
the process by which the form of an unfamiliar or foreign word is adapted to a more familiar form through popular usage.













folkie

 
/ˈfōkē/






noun






‹informal›

 a singer, player, or fan of folk music.














folkish

 
/ˈfōkiSH/






adjective



1.
 
characteristic of ordinary people or traditional culture




•
 
folkish humor.










2.
 
relating to or like folk music or folk singers




•
 
the most conventionally folkish number on the album.



















folklife

 
/ˈfōklīf/






noun




the way of life of a rural or traditional community.













folklore

 
/ˈfōklôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the traditional beliefs, customs, and stories of a community, passed through the generations by word of mouth.




2.
 
a body of popular myth and beliefs relating to a particular place, activity, or group of people




•
 
Hollywood folklore.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
folkloric

 
/-ˌlôrik /






adjective













2.
 
folklorist

 
/ˈfōkˌlôrəst /






noun













3.
 
folkloristic

 
/ˌfōkləˈristik /






adjective





















folk mass






noun




a mass in which folk music is used instead of traditional liturgical music.













folk medicine






noun




treatment of disease or injury based on tradition, especially on oral tradition, rather than on modern scientific practice, and often utilizing indigenous plants as remedies.













folk memory

 
/fōk ˈmem(ə)rē/






noun




a body of recollections or legends connected with the past that persists among a group of people.













folk music






noun




music that originates in traditional popular culture or that is written in such a style. Folk music is typically of unknown authorship and is transmitted orally from generation to generation.













folk rock






noun




popular music resembling or derived from folk music but incorporating the stronger beat of rock music and using electric instruments.













folk singer

 
folksinger






noun




a person who sings folk songs, typically accompanying themselves on a guitar.













folk song






noun




a song that originates in traditional popular culture or that is written in such a style.













folksonomy

 
/ˌfōkˈsänəmē/





I.
 
noun




a user-generated system of classifying and organizing online content into different categories by the use of metadata such as electronic tags.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of 
folks

 (see folk
 ) and taxonomy
 .






folksy

 
/ˈfōksē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the characteristics of traditional culture and customs, especially in a contrived or artificial way




•
 
the shop's folksy, small-town image.










2.
 
(of a person) informal and unpretentious




•
 
his tireless energy and folksy oratory were much in demand at constituency lunches.














II.
 
derivatives





folksiness

 
/-sēnis /






noun





















folk tale

 
/ˈfōk ˌtāl/






noun




a story originating in popular culture, typically passed on by word of mouth.













folktronica

 
/fōkˈtränikə/





I.
 
noun




a style of popular music incorporating elements of folk and electronic music.




•
 
this is as perfect an example of melodic folktronica as one might hope to find.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a folktronica band.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of folk
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun) and electronica
 .





folkways

 
/ˈfōkwāz/






plural noun




the traditional behavior or way of life of a particular community or group of people




•
 
a study of Cherokee folklore and folkways.



















folky

 
/ˈfōkē/





I.
 
adjective




another term for folksy
 or folkish
 .








II.
 
derivatives





folkiness

 
/-kēnis /






noun





















follicle

 
/ˈfälək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small secretory cavity, sac, or gland, in particular




2.
 
(also 
hair follicle

 )
 — the sheath of cells and connective tissue that surrounds the root of a hair.




3.
 
short for Graafian follicle
 .




4.
 


[Botany]

 a dry fruit that is derived from a single carpel and opens on one side only to release its seeds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
follicular

 
/fəˈlikyələr /






adjective













2.
 
folliculate

 
/fəˈlikyələt, -ˌlāt /






adjective













3.
 
folliculated

 
/fəˈlikyəˌlādəd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
folliculus

 ‘little bag,’ diminutive of 
follis

 ‘bellows.’





follicle mite






noun




a parasitic mite that burrows into the hair follicles, causing demodectic mange.

[Genus 
Demodex

 , family 
Demodicidae

 .]













follicle-stimulating hormone

 
FSH






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the anterior pituitary gland that promotes the formation of ova or sperm.













folliculitis

 
/fəˌlikyəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the hair follicles.














follis

 
/ˈfälis/





I.
 
noun




a bronze or copper coin of a type introduced by the Roman emperor Diocletian in 
AD

 296 and also used later in Byzantine currency.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘bag, purse’; compare with fils
 1
 , fool
 1
 .






follow

 
/ˈfälō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go or come after (a person or thing proceeding ahead); move or travel behind




•
 
she went back into the house, and Ben followed her




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was following behind in his car.










2.
 
go after (someone) in order to observe or monitor




•
 
the KGB man followed her everywhere.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 strive after; aim at




•
 
I follow fame.










4.
 
go along (a route or path).




5.
 
(of a route or path) go in the same direction as or parallel to (another)




•
 
the road follows a hidden sweetwater brook.










6.
 
come after in time or order




•
 
the six years that followed his restoration




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the rates are 
as follows

 .










7.
 
happen after (something else) as a consequence




•
 
raucous laughter followed the ribald remark




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
retribution soon followed.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be a logical consequence




•
 
it thus 
follows from

 this equation that the value must be negative.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) do something after (something else)




•
 
he 
follows

 his surprise hit movie 
with

 a paranoid thriller.










10.
 
(often 
be followed by

 )
 — have (a dish or course) after another or others in a meal




•
 
turkey was followed by dessert.










11.
 
act according to (an instruction or precept)




•
 
he has difficulty in following written instructions.










12.
 
conform to




•
 
the film faithfully follows Shakespeare's plot.










13.
 
act according to the lead or example of (someone)




•
 
he follows Aristotle in believing this.










14.
 
treat as a teacher or guide




•
 
those who seek to follow Jesus Christ.










15.
 
pay close attention to (something)




•
 
I've been following this discussion closely.










16.
 
keep track of; trace the movement or direction of




•
 
she followed his gaze, peering into the gloom.










17.
 
maintain awareness of the current state or progress of (events in a particular sphere or account)




•
 
young Italians follow football.










18.
 
(of a person or account) be concerned with the development of (something)




•
 
the book follows the life and career of Henry Clay.










19.
 
track (a person, group, or organization) by subscribing to their account on a social media website or application




•
 
if you've been following me on Facebook recently you may have seen a bunch of different posts about surgery and back trouble




•
 
I don't follow many celebrities on Twitter anymore.










20.
 
understand the meaning or tendency of (a speaker or argument)




•
 
I still don't follow you.










21.
 
practice (a trade or profession).




22.
 
undertake or carry out (a course of action or study)




•
 
she followed a strict diet.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
follow in someone's footsteps (or steps)






do as another person did before, especially in following a particular career.









2.
 
follow one's nose





a.
 
trust to one's instincts




•
 
you are on the right track so follow your nose.










b.
 
move along guided by one's sense of smell.




c.
 
go straight ahead.









3.
 
follow suit





a.
 
(in bridge, whist, and other card games) play a card of the suit led.




b.
 
conform to another's actions




•
 
Spain cut its rates by half a percent but no other country has followed suit.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
follow through






(in golf, baseball, and other sports) continue one's movement after the ball has been struck or thrown.









2.
 
follow something through






continue an action or task to its conclusion.









3.
 
follow something up






pursue or investigate something further




•
 
I decided to follow up the letters with phone calls.





















– origin

 Old English 
folgian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
volgen

 and German 
folgen

 .





followee

 
/ˌfälōˈē/






noun



1.
 
a person who is being tracked on a social media website or application




•
 
some people were upset that followers and followees are displayed on your public profile page.










2.
 
a person who is being followed




•
 
tailgaters are fools—if an accident happens, the follower gets the blame, not the followee.



















follower

 
/ˈfälōər/






noun



1.
 
an adherent or devotee of a particular person, cause, or activity




•
 
a freethinker and follower of Voltaire.










2.
 
someone who is tracking a particular person, group, organization, etc. on a social media website or application




•
 
she remains an immensely divisive figure, but she has a million followers on Facebook.










3.
 
a person who moves or travels behind someone or something.













following

 
/ˈfälōiNG/





I.
 
preposition




coming after or as a result of




•
 
police are hunting for two men following a spate of robberies in the area.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a body of supporters or admirers




•
 
he attracted a worldwide following.










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the following

 )
 — what follows or comes next




•
 
the following are both grammatically correct sentences.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
next in time




•
 
the following day there was a ceremony in St. Peter's Square.










2.
 
about to be mentioned




•
 
you are required to provide us with the following information.










3.
 
(of a wind or sea) blowing or moving in the same direction as the course of a vehicle or vessel.













follow-on

 
/ˈfälō ˌän/






noun



1.
 
the action of occurring as a consequence or result of something


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
follow-on treatment.










2.
 
a thing that occurs as a consequence, result, or modification of another




•
 
it will act as the follow-on to the current version of the software.



















follow-the-leader






noun



1.
 
a children's game in which the participants copy the actions and words of a person who has been chosen as leader.




2.
 
the copying of the actions of others, often without consideration of their suitability for oneself




•
 
consumers 
play follow-the-leader

 when it comes to buying fashion.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a follow-the-leader effect in the investments market.



















follow-through

 
/ˈfälō ˌTHro͞o/






noun



1.
 
the continuing of an action or task to its conclusion




•
 
the company assures follow-through on all aspects of the contract.










2.
 
a continuation of the movement of an arm, bat, racket, or club after a ball has been thrown or struck




•
 
he has a characteristic swing and follow-through.



















follow-up

 
/ˈfälō ˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a continuation or repetition of something that has already been started or done, in particular




2.
 
an activity carried out as part of a study in order to monitor or further develop earlier work


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
follow-up interviews.










3.
 
further observation or treatment of a patient, especially to monitor earlier treatment




•
 
patients who require proper medical follow-up.










4.
 
a piece of work that builds on or exploits the success of earlier work




•
 
she is writing 
a follow-up to

 Jane Austen's 
Pride and Prejudice

 .



















folly

 
/ˈfälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of good sense; foolishness




•
 
an act of sheer folly.










2.
 
a foolish act, idea, or practice




•
 
the follies of youth.










3.
 
a costly ornamental building with no practical purpose, especially a tower or mock-Gothic ruin built in a large garden or park.




4.
 
(
Follies

 )
 — a theatrical revue, typically with glamorous female performers


[
in names

 ]


•
 
the Ziegfeld Follies.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
folie

 ‘madness,’ in modern French also ‘delight, favorite dwelling’ (compare with 
sense

 2), from 
fol

 ‘fool, foolish.’





Folsom1


 
/ˈfōlsəm/






a city in north central California, northeast of Sacramento; pop. 67,788 (est. 2008).










Folsom2






I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Archaeology]

 a Paleo-Indian culture of Central and North America, dated to about 10,500–8,000 years ago. The culture is distinguished by fluted stone projectile points or spearheads.

Compare with Clovis
 2
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Folsom

 , northeastern New Mexico, the area where remains were first found.





Fomalhaut

 
/ˈfōməlˌhôt /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Piscis Austrinus.







– origin

 Arabic 
fam al-ḥūt

 ‘mouth of the fish,’ from 
fam

 ‘mouth’ + 
al-

 ‘the’ + 
ḥūt

 ‘fish.’






foment

 
/ˌfōˈment ˈfōˌment/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
instigate or stir up (an undesirable or violent sentiment or course of action)




•
 
they accused him of fomenting political unrest.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 bathe (a part of the body) with warm or medicated lotions.








II.
 
derivatives





fomenter

 
/ˌfōˈmen(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
fomenter

 , from late Latin 
fomentare

 , from Latin 
fomentum

 ‘poultice, lotion,’ from 
fovere

 ‘to heat, cherish.’





fomentation

 
/ˌfōmənˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of instigating or stirring up undesirable sentiment or actions.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a poultice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
fomentatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
fomentare

 (see foment
 ).





fomites

 
/ˈfōməˌtēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Medicine]

 objects or materials that are likely to carry infection, such as clothes, utensils, and furniture.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
fomes

 , literally ‘kindling wood, tinder.’





FOMO

 
/ˈfōmō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 anxiety that an exciting or interesting event may currently be happening elsewhere, often aroused by posts seen on a social media website




•
 
I realized I was a lifelong sufferer of FOMO.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
fear of missing out

 .





Fon

 
/fän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting the southern part of Benin.




2.
 
the Kwa language of the Fon.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Fon or their language.











– origin

 the name in Fon.






fond

 
/fänd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
fond of

 )


1.
 
having an affection or liking for




•
 
I'm very fond of Mike




•
 
he was not too fond of dancing.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — affectionate; loving




•
 
waving a 
fond farewell

 to her parents




•
 
reading it brought many fond memories of our childhood.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a hope or belief) foolishly optimistic; naive.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘infatuated, foolish’): from obsolete 
fon

 ‘a fool, be foolish,’ of unknown origin. Compare with fun
 .





Fonda

 
/ˈfändə/





I.
 
the name of a family of US actors.




II.
 


Henry (Jaynes)

 (1905–82), noted for his roles in such movies as 
The Grapes of Wrath

 (1940), 
Twelve Angry Men

 (1957), and 
On Golden Pond

 (1981).




III.
 


Jane

 (1937–), Henry's daughter. Her movies include 
Klute

 (1971), 
The China Syndrome

 (1979), 
Nine to Five

 (1980), and 
On Golden Pond

 (1981).




IV.
 


Peter

 (1939–), Henry's son. His best known movies are 
Easy Rider

 (1969) and 
Ulee's Gold

 (1997). Peter's daughter 
Bridget

 (1964–) is also an actor.









fondant

 
/ˈfändənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick paste made of sugar and water and often flavored or colored, used in the making of candy and the icing and decoration of cakes.




2.
 
a candy made of fondant.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘melting,’ present participle of 
fondre

 .





fondant potatoes






plural noun




potatoes trimmed in the shape of eggs, fried in butter and then baked.













Fond du Lac

 
/ˈfändlˌak, ˈfänjəˌlak/






an industrial and commercial city in southeastern Wisconsin, on Lake Winnebago; pop. 42,025 (est. 2008).









fondle

 
/ˈfändl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stroke or caress lovingly or erotically




•
 
the dog came over to have his ears fondled




•
 
charges that he fondled a patient during an examination.














II.
 
noun




an act of fondling.








III.
 
derivatives





fondler

 
/ˈfändlər, ˈfändl-ər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pamper’): back-formation from obsolete 
fondling

 ‘much-loved or petted person,’ from fond
 + -ling
 .





fondly

 
/ˈfändlē/






adverb



1.
 
with affection or liking




•
 
he talks fondly of his grandfather




•
 
things I fondly recall from my childhood.










2.
 
with a foolishly optimistic hope or belief; naively




•
 
they fondly believed the cheers were for them.



















fondness

 
/ˈfändnəs/






noun




affection or liking for someone or something




•
 
I remember him with great fondness




•
 
I have a 
fondness for

 spicy food.



















fondu

 
/fänˈd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Ballet]

 (of a position) involving a lowering of the body by bending the knee of the supporting leg




•
 
an arabesque fondu.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘melted.’





fondue

 
/fänˈd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a dish in which small pieces of food are dipped into a hot sauce or a hot cooking medium such as oil or broth




•
 
a Swiss cheese fondue.

















– origin

 French, feminine past participle of 
fondre

 ‘to melt.’





fone

 
/fōn/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a phone




•
 
I switched my fone to silent.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: informal respelling of phone
 1
 .





Fonseca, Gulf of

 
/fänˈsākə/






an inlet of the Pacific Ocean in western Central America. El Salvador lies on its north, Honduras on its east, and Nicaragua on its south.









fons et origo

 
/ˈfänz et ōˈrīɡō, ˈfänz et ōˈrēɡō/





I.
 
noun




the source and origin of something




•
 
they recognized the sixties as the fons et origo of music as they knew it.

















– origin

 Latin, originally as 
fons et origo mali

 ‘the source and origin of evil.’





font1


 
/fänt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a receptacle in a church for the water used in baptism, typically a freestanding stone structure.




2.
 
another term for stoup
 .




3.
 
a reservoir for oil in an oil lamp.




4.
 
a fount




•
 
they dip down into the font of wisdom.














II.
 
derivatives





fontal

 
/ˈfän(t)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English: from Latin 
fons

 , 
font-

 ‘spring, fountain,’ occurring in the ecclesiastical Latin phrase 
fons

 or 
fontes baptismi

 ‘baptismal water(s).’






font2


 
/fänt /

 


‹Brit.›

 fount





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 a set of type of one particular face and size.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the action or process of casting or founding): from French 
fonte

 , from 
fondre

 ‘to melt.’





Fontaine, Joan






(1917–2013), US actress; born in Japan; born 
Joan de Beauvoir de Havilland

 ; sister of Olivia de Havilland; full name 
Joan de Beauvoir Fontaine

 . Her movies include 
Rebecca

 (1940), 
Suspicion

 (1941), and 
The Constant Nymph

 (1943).









Fontainebleau

 
/ˌfôNtenˈblō, ˈfäntinˌblō/






a town in north central France, southeast of Paris, where King Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes and Napoleon I signed his first abdication; pop. 16,302 (2007).









Fontana

 
/fänˈtanə/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 184,984 (est. 2008).









fontanel

 
/ˌfäntnˈel /

 
fontanelle





I.
 
noun




a space between the bones of the skull in an infant or fetus, where ossification is not complete and the sutures not fully formed. The main one is between the frontal and parietal bones.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a hollow of the skin between muscles): from French, from modern Latin 
fontanella

 , from an Old French diminutive of 
fontaine

 (see fountain
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.





Fontanne, Lynn

 
/fänˈtan/






(1887–1983), British actress. She married actor Alfred Lunt (1892–1977) in 1922, and thereafter they appeared in many plays together, including 
The Guardsman

 (1924) and 
The Visit

 (1958).









Fonteyn, Dame Margot

 
/fänˈtān/






(1919–91), English ballet dancer; born 
Margaret Hookham

 . In 1962, she began a partnership with Rudolf Nureyev, dancing with him in 
Giselle

 and 
Romeo and Juliet

 .









fontina

 
/fänˈtēnə/






noun




a kind of pale yellow Italian cheese.













Foochow

 
/fo͞oˈCHou/






variant of Fuzhou
 .










food

 
/fo͞od/





I.
 
noun




any nutritious substance that people or animals eat or drink, or that plants absorb, in order to maintain life and growth




•
 
we need food and water




•
 
they had eaten their food and slept




•
 
baby foods




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
food shortages




•
 


‹figurative›

 music is food for the soul.














II.
 
phrases





food for thought






something that warrants serious consideration.















– origin

 late Old English 
fōda

 , of Germanic origin; related to fodder
 .





food additive






noun




a substance added to food to enhance its flavor or appearance or to preserve it.













Food and Agriculture Organization

 
/ˌfo͞od (ə)n(d) ˈaɡrəˌkəlCHər ˌôrɡənəˈzāSH(ə)n /

 
FAO






an agency of the United Nations established in 1945 to secure improvements in the production and distribution of food and agricultural products and to raise levels of nutrition. Its headquarters are in Rome.









food baby






noun






‹informal›

 a protruding stomach caused by eating a large quantity of food and supposedly resembling that of a woman in the early stages of pregnancy




•
 
a very small bump was visible in the tight frock, although it could easily have been mistaken for a food baby.



















food bank

 
//






noun




a place where stocks of food, typically basic provisions and non-perishable items, are supplied free of charge to people in need.













food body






noun






[Botany]

 a small nutrient-rich structure developed on the leaves, flowers, or petioles of some tropical plants to attract ants.













food chain

 
/ˈfo͞od ˌCHān/






noun



1.
 
a hierarchical series of organisms each dependent on the next as a source of food.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a hierarchical system or structure within a particular sphere or group




•
 
a small paper toward the bottom of the journalistic food chain.










3.
 
the series of processes by which food is grown or produced, sold, and eventually consumed




•
 
they have taken all reasonable steps to ensure that no contaminated products enter the food chain.



















food coma






noun






‹informal›

 a state of sleep or extreme lethargy induced by the consumption of a large amount of food




•
 
I fell into a post-dinner food coma.



















food court






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an area, typically in a shopping mall, where fast-food outlets, tables, and chairs are located.













food desert






noun




an urban area in which it is difficult to buy affordable or good-quality fresh food.




•
 
many poor people live in food deserts—where they have plenty of food but none of it healthy.



















food diary

 
food journal






noun




a detailed daily record of the food and drink one consumes over a certain period of time, typically kept as a means of tracking calorie consumption or identifying habitual eating patterns




•
 
she went to three exercise classes a week, kept a food diary, and ate little and often




•
 
after looking at your food journal, ask yourself if you're eating enough fresh produce and fiber.



















food fish






noun




a species of fish that is used as food by humans or forms a major part of the diet of a particular predator.













Food Guide Pyramid






noun




a food pyramid developed by the US Department of Agriculture, displaying color-coded food groups arranged according to recommended levels of consumption in a healthy diet.













foodie

 
/ˈfo͞odē/






noun






‹informal›

 a person with a particular interest in food; a gourmet.













food-insecure






adjective




lacking reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food




•
 
60 percent of the country's population is classified as food-insecure




•
 
food-insecure households.



















food insecurity






noun




the state of being without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food




•
 
more than 800 million people live every day with hunger or food insecurity as their constant companion.



















food mile

 
//






noun




a mile over which a food item is transported from producer to consumer, as a unit of measurement of the fuel used to do this.













food poisoning

 
/ˈfo͞od ˌpoiz(ə)niNG/






noun




illness caused by bacteria or other toxins in food, typically with vomiting and diarrhea.














food processor






noun




an electric kitchen appliance used for chopping, mixing, or pureeing foods.













food pyramid






noun



1.
 
a nutritional diagram in the shape of a pyramid, especially (in the US) the Food Guide Pyramid.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 a graphic representation of predatory relationships in the food chain, in which various forms of life are shown on different levels, with each level preying on the one below it.













food security






noun




the state of having reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food




•
 
food security has declined dramatically in many developing countries




•
 
the ultimate in individual food security is growing your own food.



















food stamp

 
/ˈfo͞od ˌstamp/






noun




a voucher issued by the government to those on low income, exchangeable for food.













foodstuff

 
/ˈfo͞odˌstəf/






noun




a substance suitable for consumption as food.













food supplement






noun




see supplement
 .













food truck






noun




a large vehicle equipped with facilities for cooking and selling food.




•
 
new gourmet food trucks take the street-food game to a higher level.



















food vacuole






noun






[Biology]

 a vacuole with a digestive function in the protoplasm of a protozoan.













food value

 
/fo͞od ˈvalyo͞o/






noun




the nutritional value of a foodstuff.













food web






noun






[Ecology]

 a system of interlocking and interdependent food chains.













foofaraw

 
/ˈfo͞ofəˌrô /

 

‹informal›







noun



1.
 
a great deal of fuss or attention given to a minor matter.




2.
 
showy frills added unnecessarily.













foo fighter

 
/ˈfo͞o ˌfīdər/





I.
 
noun




an unidentified flying object of a kind reported by US pilots during World War II, usually described as a bright light or ball of fire.











– origin

 1940s: from the comic strip 
Smokey Stover

 (created in 1935 by Bill Holman (1903–1987)), whose title character used the invented term to mean ‘firefighter.’






fool1


 
/fo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who acts unwisely or imprudently; a silly person




•
 
what a fool I was to do this.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a jester or clown, especially one retained in a noble household.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person devoted to a particular activity




•
 
he is a running fool.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who is duped.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trick or deceive (someone); dupe




•
 
he 
fooled

 nightclub managers 
into

 believing he was a successful businessman




•
 
she had been 
fooling herself

 in thinking she could remain indifferent.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act in a joking, frivolous, or teasing way




•
 
I shouted at him impatiently to stop 
fooling around

 .










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fool around

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 engage in casual or extramarital sexual activity.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 foolish or silly




•
 
that damn fool waiter.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be no (or nobody's) fool






be a shrewd or prudent person.









2.
 
a fool and his money are soon parted








‹proverb›

 a foolish person spends money carelessly and will soon be penniless.









3.
 
fools rush in where angels fear to tread








‹proverb›

 people without good sense or judgment will have no hesitation in tackling a situation that even the wisest would avoid.









4.
 
make a fool of





a.
 
trick or deceive (someone) so that they look foolish.




b.
 
(
make a fool of oneself

 )
 — behave in an incompetent or inappropriate way that makes one appear foolish.









5.
 
play (or act) the fool






behave in a playful or silly way.









6.
 
there's no fool like an old fool








‹proverb›

 the foolish behavior of an older person seems especially foolish as they are expected to think and act more sensibly than a younger one.









7.
 
you could have fooled me!






used to express cynicism or doubt about an assertion




•
 
“Fun, was it? Well, you could have fooled me!”


















V.
 
phrasal verbs





fool with





a.
 
toy with; play idly with




•
 
I like fooling with cameras.










b.
 
tease (a person)




•
 
we've just been fooling with you.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fol

 ‘fool, foolish,’ from Latin 
follis

 ‘bellows, bag,’ by extension ‘empty-headed person’; compare with fils
 1
 , follis
 .





fool2


 
/fo͞ol/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a cold dessert made of pureed fruit mixed or served with cream or custard




•
 
raspberry fool with cream.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from fool
 1
 .





foolery

 
/ˈfo͞olərē/






noun




silly or foolish behavior.













foolhardy

 
/ˈfo͞olˌhärdē/





I.
 
adjective




recklessly bold or rash




•
 
it would be foolhardy to go into the scheme without support.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foolhardily

 
/-ˌhärdl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
foolhardiness

 
/ˈfo͞olˌhärdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
folhardi

 , from 
fol

 ‘foolish’ + 
hardi

 ‘bold’ (see hardy
 ).





foolish

 
/ˈfo͞oliSH/






adjective




(of a person or action) lacking good sense or judgment; unwise




•
 
it was foolish of you to enter into correspondence.



















foolishly

 
/ˈfo͞oliSHli/






adverb




in an unwise manner; stupidly




•
 
they were condemned for acting foolishly




•
 
I foolishly wasted my money




•
 
foolishly, I decided to give it a go.



















foolishness

 
/ˈfo͞oliSHnəs/






noun




lack of good sense or judgment; stupidity




•
 
she was realizing the foolishness of her actions.



















foolproof

 
/ˈfo͞olˌpro͞of/






adjective




incapable of going wrong or being misused




•
 
a foolproof security system.



















foolscap

 
/ˈfo͝olzˌkap/





I.
 
noun




a size of paper, now standardized at about 13 × 8 (or 13 × 15.75) inches (300 × 200 [or 300 × 400] mm)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a stack of foolscap paper.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: said to be named from a former watermark representing a jester's cap.





fool's errand






noun




a task or activity that has no hope of success.













fool's gold

 
/ˈfo͞olz ˌɡōld/






noun




a brassy yellow mineral, especially pyrite, that can be mistaken for gold.













fool's paradise






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of happiness based on a person's not knowing about or denying the existence of potential trouble




•
 
they were living in a fool's paradise, refusing to accept that they were in debt.



















fool's parsley






noun




a poisonous white-flowered plant of the parsley family, with fernlike leaves and an unpleasant smell, native to Eurasia and North Africa.

[
Aethusa cynapium

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]














foosball

 
/ˈfo͞osbôl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tabletop version of soccer in which players turn rods fixed on top of a playing box and attached to miniature figures of players, in order to flick the ball and strike it toward the goal.











– origin

 1960s: from German 
Fussball

 ‘football.’






foot

 
/fo͝ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lower extremity of the leg below the ankle, on which a person stands or walks.




2.
 
a corresponding part of the leg in vertebrate animals.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a locomotory or adhesive organ of an invertebrate.




4.
 
the part of a sock or stocking that covers the foot.




5.
 


‹literary›

 a person's manner or speed of walking or running




•
 
fleet of foot.










6.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 
‹formal›

 infantry; foot soldiers




•
 
a captain of foot.










7.
 
the lower or lowest part of something standing or perceived as standing vertically; the base or bottom




•
 
the foot of the stairs.










8.
 
the end of a table that is furthest from where the host sits.




9.
 
the end of a bed, couch, or grave where the occupant's feet normally rest.




10.
 
a device on a sewing machine for holding the material steady as it is sewn.




11.
 


[Botany]

 the part by which a petal is attached.




12.
 
the lower edge of a sail.




13.
 
(Symbol: 
ʹ

 )
 — a unit of linear measure equal to 12 inches (30.48 cm)




•
 
shallow water no more than a foot deep.










14.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 a unit used in describing sets of organ pipes or harpsichord strings, in terms of the average or approximate length of the vibrating column of air or the string which produces the sound




•
 
a sixteen-foot stop.










15.
 


[Prosody]

 a group of syllables constituting a metrical unit. In English poetry it consists of stressed and unstressed syllables, while in ancient classical poetry it consists of long and short syllables.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 pay (the bill) for something, especially when the bill is considered large or unreasonable.




2.
 
(
foot it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 cover a distance, especially a long one, on foot




•
 
the rider was left to foot it ten or twelve miles back to camp.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 dance




•
 
the dance of fairies, footing it to the cricket's song.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at someone's feet






as someone's disciple or subject




•
 
you would like to sit at my feet and thus acquire my wisdom.















2.
 
feet of clay






a fundamental flaw or weakness in a person otherwise revered.

[with biblical allusion (Dan. 2:33) to the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, in which a magnificent idol has feet “part of iron and part of clay”; Daniel interprets this to signify a future kingdom that will be “partly strong, and partly broken,” and will eventually fall.]









3.
 
get one's feet wet






begin to participate in an activity.









4.
 
get (or start) off on the right (or wrong) foot






make a good (or bad) start at something, especially a task or relationship.









5.
 
have something at one's feet






have something in one's power or command




•
 
a perfect couple with the world at their feet.















6.
 
have (or keep) one's (or both) feet on the ground






be (or remain) practical and sensible




•
 
it's a very exciting time for the business but it's important that we keep our feet on the ground.















7.
 
have a foot in both camps






have an interest or stake concurrently in two parties or sides




•
 
I can have a foot in both the creative and business camps.















8.
 
have (or get) a foot in the door






gain or have a first introduction to a profession or organization.









9.
 
have one foot in the grave








‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 be near death through old age or illness.









10.
 
my foot!








‹informal›

 said to express strong contradiction




•
 
Efficient, my foot!















11.
 
off one's feet






so as to be no longer standing




•
 
she was blown off her feet by the shock wave from the explosion.















12.
 
on one's feet





a.
 
standing




•
 
she's in the shop on her feet all day.










b.
 
well enough after an illness or injury to walk around




•
 
we'll have you back on your feet in no time.















13.
 
on (or by) foot






walking rather than traveling by car or using other transport.









14.
 
on the back foot








(Brit.)

 outmaneuvered by a competitor or opponent; at a disadvantage




•
 
Messi's early goal put Milan on the back foot




•
 
the government found itself on the back foot as peaceful demonstrations continued.















15.
 
on the front foot








(Brit.)

 outmaneuvering a competitor or opponent; at an advantage




•
 
City were on the front foot from the word go




•
 
the Prime Minister's bellicose performance was motivated by a desire to get back on the front foot.















16.
 
put one's best foot forward






embark on an undertaking with as much effort and determination as possible.









17.
 
put one's feet up








‹informal›

 take a rest, especially when reclining with one's feet raised and supported.









18.
 
put one's foot down








‹informal›

 adopt a firm policy when faced with opposition or disobedience.









19.
 
put one's foot in it (or put one's foot in one's mouth)








‹informal›

 say or do something tactless or embarrassing; commit a blunder or indiscretion.









20.
 
set foot on






(or 
in

 ) [often with 
negative

 ]
 — enter; go into




•
 
he hasn't set foot in the place since the war.















21.
 
set something on foot








‹archaic›

 set an action or process in motion




•
 
a plan had lately been set on foot for their relief.







Compare with afoot
 .









22.
 
sweep someone off their feet






charm someone quickly and overpoweringly.









23.
 
think on one's feet






react to events decisively, effectively, and without prior thought or planning.









24.
 
to one's feet






to a standing position




•
 
he leaped to his feet.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
footed

 
/ˈfo͝odəd /






adjective




[
in combination

 ]


•
 
the black-footed ferret



















2.
 
footless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fōt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
voet

 and German 
Fuss

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
pad, pāda

 , Greek 
pous, pod-

 , and Latin 
pes, ped-

 ‘foot.’





footage

 
/ˈfo͝odij/






noun



1.
 
a length of film made for movies or television




•
 
film 
footage of

 the riot.










2.
 
size or length measured in feet




•
 
the square footage of the room.



















foot-and-mouth disease

 
/ˈˌfo͝od ən ˈmouTH dəˌzēz/






noun




a contagious viral disease of cattle and sheep, causing ulceration of the hoofs and around the mouth.














football

 
/ˈfo͝otˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a form of team game played in North America with an oval ball on a field marked out as a gridiron.




2.
 
British term for soccer
 .




3.
 
play in a game of football, especially when stylish and entertaining




•
 
his team played some impressive football.










4.
 
a ball used in football, either oval (as in American football) or round (as in soccer), typically made of leather or plastic and filled with compressed air.




5.
 
a topical issue or problem that is the subject of continued argument or controversy




•
 
the use of education as a 
political football

 .



















footballer

 
/ˈfo͝otˌbôlər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person who plays soccer; a soccer player




•
 
his dream of becoming a professional footballer.



















football hooligan






noun






(Brit.)

 a violent troublemaker whose behavior is associated with or motivated by their support of a soccer team




•
 
two gangs of football hooligans clashed in the city center.



















footballing

 
/ˈfo͝otˌbôliNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 relating to the playing of soccer




•
 
a footballing legend




•
 
young footballing talent.



















football pool






noun




a form of gambling on the results of football games, the winners receiving amounts accumulated from entry money.













footbed

 
/ˈfo͝otbed/






noun




an insole in a boot or shoe, used for cushioning or to provide a better fit.













footboard

 
/ˈfo͝otbôrd/






noun



1.
 
an upright panel forming the foot of a bed.




2.
 
a board serving as a step up to a vehicle such as a train.













footboy

 
/ˈfo͝otboi/






noun






‹historical›

 a boy employed as a servant.













footbrake

 
/ˈfo͝otˌbrāk/






noun




a brake lever in a motor vehicle, which the driver operates by pressing down with the foot.













footbridge

 
/ˈfo͝otˌbrij/






noun




a bridge designed to be used by pedestrians.













foot-candle

 
/fo͝otˈkandl/






noun




a unit of illumination (now little used) equal to that given by a source of one candela at a distance of one foot (equivalent to one lumen per square foot or 10.764 lux).













foot-dragging

 
/ˈfo͝otˌdraɡiNG/





I.
 
noun




reluctance or deliberate delay concerning a decision or action




•
 
bureaucratic foot-dragging has continued to delay the project.














II.
 
derivatives





foot-dragger






noun





















footer

 
/ˈfo͝odər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing of a specified number of feet in length or height




•
 
a tall, sturdy six-footer.










2.
 
a line or block of text appearing at the foot of each page of a book or document.

Compare with header
 .













footfall

 
/ˈfo͝otˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
the sound of a footstep or footsteps




•
 
you will recognize his footfall on the stairs.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 the number of people entering a store or shopping area in a given time




•
 
consumer goods shops lost footfall during sunny weekends.



















foot fault

 
/ˈfo͝ot ˌfôlt/





I.
 
noun




(in tennis, squash, and similar games) an infringement of the rules made by incorrect placement of the feet when serving.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a player) make a foot fault




•
 
in his anxiety he foot-faulted.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — award a foot fault against (a player)




•
 
he was foot-faulted by the umpire.



















footgear

 
/ˈfo͝otɡir/






noun




another term for footwear
 .













foothill

 
/ˈfo͝otˌhil/






noun

 — (usu. 
foothills

 )


1.
 
a low hill at the base of a mountain or mountain range




•
 
the camp lies in the foothills of the Andes.



















foothold

 
/ˈfo͝otˌhōld/






noun



1.
 
a place where a person's foot can be lodged to support them securely, especially while climbing.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a secure position from which further progress may be made




•
 
the company is attempting to gain 
a foothold in

 the Russian market.



















footing

 
/ˈfo͝odiNG/






noun



1.
 
(
one's footing

 )
 — a secure grip with one's feet




•
 
he suddenly lost his footing.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the basis on which something is established or operates




•
 
attempts to establish the store on a firm financial footing.










3.
 
the position or status of a person in relation to others




•
 
the suppliers are 
on an equal footing with

 the buyers.










4.
 
(usu. 
footings

 )
 — the bottommost part of a foundation wall, with a course of concrete wider than the base of the wall.













footle

 
/ˈfo͞odl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 engage in fruitless activity; mess about




•
 
where's that pesky creature that was footling about outside?

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
footer

 ‘idle, putter about,’ from 16th-cent. 
foutre

 ‘worthless thing,’ from Old French, literally ‘have sexual intercourse with.’





footlights

 
/ˈfo͝otˌlīts/






plural noun

 — (usu. 
the footlights

 )


1.
 
a row of spotlights along the front of a stage at the level of the actors' feet.













footling

 
/ˈfo͞od(ə)liNG/






adjective




trivial and irritating




•
 
year after year you come with the same footling complaint.



















footlocker

 
/ˈfo͝otˌläkər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small trunk or storage chest, originally stored at the foot of a bed.













foot log






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a log used as a simple footbridge.













footlong

 
/ˈfo͝otˌlôNG, -ˌläNG/





I.
 
adjective




measuring one foot in length.








II.
 
noun




a hot dog one foot long.













footloose

 
/ˈfo͝otˌlo͞os/






adjective



1.
 
able to travel freely and do as one pleases due to a lack of responsibilities or commitments




•
 
I am 
footloose and fancy-free

 —I can follow my job wherever it takes me.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a commercial, industrial, or financial operation) unrestricted in its location or field of operations and able to respond to fluctuations in the market




•
 
modern factories are largely footloose.



















footman

 
/ˈfo͝otmən/






noun



1.
 
a liveried servant whose duties include admitting visitors and waiting at table.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a soldier in the infantry.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a trivet to hang on the bars of a grate.




4.
 
a slender moth that is typically of a subdued color, the caterpillar feeding almost exclusively on lichens.

[Several genera in the family 
Arctiidae

 : many species.]













footmark

 
/ˈfo͝otmärk/






noun




a footprint.













footnote

 
/ˈfo͝otˌnōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancillary piece of information printed at the bottom of a page.




2.
 
a thing that is additional or less important




•
 
this incident seemed destined to become a mere footnote in history.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add a footnote or footnotes to (a piece of writing).













footpace

 
/ˈfo͝otpās/






noun



1.
 
walking speed.




2.
 
a raised section of a floor.













footpad

 
/ˈfo͝otpad/






noun






‹historical›

 a highwayman operating on foot rather than riding a horse.













footpath

 
/ˈfo͝otˌpaTH/






noun




a path for people to walk along, especially one in the countryside.













footplate

 
/ˈfo͝otˌplāt/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the platform for the crew in the cab of a locomotive.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting railroad staff responsible for operating trains, as opposed to other employees.













foot-pound

 
/ˌfo͝otˈpound/






noun



1.
 
a unit of energy equal to the amount required to raise 1 pound a distance of 1 foot.




2.
 
a unit of torque equal to the force of 1 lb acting perpendicularly to an axis of rotation at a distance of 1 foot.













foot-pound-second system






noun




a system of measurement having the foot, pound, and second as basic units.













footprint

 
/ˈfo͝otˌprint/






noun



1.
 
the impression left by a foot or shoe on the ground or a surface.




2.
 
the impact on the environment of human activity in terms of pollution, damage to ecosystems, and the depletion of natural resources




•
 
these countries are so populous that they can have a very big footprint.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the amount of memory or disk space required by a program.




4.
 
the area covered by something, in particular




5.
 
the area beneath an aircraft or a land vehicle that is affected by its noise or weight.




6.
 
the area in which a broadcast signal from a particular source can be received.




7.
 
the space taken up on a surface by a piece of computer hardware.













footrest

 
/ˈfo͝otˌrest/






noun




a support for the feet or a foot, used when sitting.













foot rope






noun



1.
 


[Sailing]

 a rope to which the lower edge of a sail is sewn.




2.
 


[Sailing]

 a rope below a yard on which a sailor can stand while furling or reefing a sail.













foot rot

 
/ˈfo͝ot ˈˌrät/






noun



1.
 
a bacterial disease of the feet in hoofed animals, especially sheep.

[The bacteria belong to the genera 
Bacteroides

 and 
Fusobacterium

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of fungal diseases of plants in which the base of the stem rots.













footsie

 
/ˈfo͝otsē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the action of touching someone's feet lightly with one's own feet, especially under a table, as a playful expression of romantic interest




•
 
he was 
playing footsie with

 Mara under the table.

















– origin

 1940s: humorous diminutive of foot
 .





Footsie

 
/ˈfo͝otsē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 informal term for FTSE index
 .











– origin

 1980s: fanciful elaboration of 
FTSE

 , influenced by 
footsie

 .





footslog

 
/ˈfo͝otsläɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a soldier) walk or march for a long distance, typically wearily or with effort




•
 
they footslogged around the two villages.














II.
 
noun




a long and exhausting walk or march.








III.
 
derivatives





footslogger






noun





















foot soldier

 
/ˈfo͝ot ˈˌsōljər/






noun



1.
 
a soldier who fights on foot; an infantryman.




2.
 
a person who carries out important work but does not have a role of authority in an organization or field




•
 
programmers are the foot soldiers of the computer revolution.



















footsore

 
/ˈfo͝otsôr/






adjective




(of a person or animal) having painful or tender feet from much walking.













footstalk

 
/ˈfo͝otstôk/






noun




the short supporting stalk of a leaf or flower, or various stalklike structures in animals.













footstep

 
/ˈfo͝otˌstep/






noun




a step taken by a person in walking, especially as heard by another person.














footstool

 
/ˈfo͝otˌsto͞ol/






noun




a low stool for resting the feet on when sitting.













footsure

 
/ˈfo͝oCHo͝or/






adjective




another term for sure-footed
 .













foot-tapping






adjective




having or creating a strong rhythmical musical beat




•
 
foot-tapping gospel hymns.



















foot valve






noun




a one-way valve at the inlet of a pipe or the base of a suction pump.














footwall

 
/ˈfo͝otwäl/






noun






[Geology]

 the block of rock that lies on the underside of an inclined fault or of a mineral deposit.













footway

 
/ˈfo͝otwā/






noun






(Brit.)

 a path or track for pedestrians.














footwear

 
/ˈfo͝otwer/






noun




outer coverings for the feet, such as shoes, boots, and sandals.













footwell

 
/ˈfo͝otwel/





I.
 
noun




a space for the feet in front of a seat in a vehicle or aircraft.











– origin

 1980s: from foot
 + well
 2
 (in the sense ‘a depression in the floor’).





footwork

 
/ˈfo͝otˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
the manner in which one moves one's feet in various activities such as sports and dancing




•
 
he speaks with other boxers, stopping to comment on punching angles and footwork.










2.
 
adroit response to sudden danger or new opportunities




•
 
the company had to do a lot of nimble footwork to stay alive.



















footy

 
/ˈfo͝odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 football (soccer).




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral./NZ)

 football (Australian rules).











– origin

 by shortening and alteration.





foo yong

 
/fo͞o ˈyəNG/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese dish or sauce made with egg as a main ingredient.











– origin

 from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
foō yung

 , literally ‘hibiscus.’





foozle

 
/ˈfo͞ozəl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a clumsy or botched attempt at something, especially a shot in golf.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
botch; bungle


(as 
adj.

 
foozled

 )


•
 
sliced approach shots and foozled putts.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German dialect 
fuseln

 ‘work badly’; compare with fusel oil
 .






fop

 
/fäp/





I.
 
noun




a man who is concerned with his clothes and appearance in an affected and excessive way; a dandy.








II.
 
derivatives





foppery

 
/ˈfäp(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fool’): perhaps related to fob
 2
 .





foppish

 
/ˈfäpiSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man) concerned with his clothes and appearance in an affected and excessive way




•
 
he is foppish and vain




•
 
a foppish dandy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foppishly






adverb













2.
 
foppishness

 
/ˈfäpiSHnəs /






noun






















for

 
/fôr fər/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in support of or in favor of (a person or policy)




•
 
they voted for independence in a referendum.










2.
 
affecting, with regard to, or in respect of (someone or something)




•
 
she is responsible for the efficient running of their department




•
 
the demand for money.










3.
 
on behalf of or to the benefit of (someone or something)




•
 
these parents aren't speaking for everyone.










4.
 
employed by




•
 
it was a good firm to work for.










5.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a purpose or function




•
 
she is searching for enlightenment




•
 
the necessary tools for making a picture frame.










6.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a reason or cause




•
 
Aileen is proud of her family for their support




•
 
I could dance and sing for joy.










7.
 
having (the place mentioned) as a destination




•
 
they are leaving for Swampscott tomorrow.










8.
 
representing (the thing mentioned)




•
 
the “F” is for Fascinating.










9.
 
in place of or in exchange for (something)




•
 
swap these two bottles for that one.










10.
 
charged as (a price)




•
 
copies are available for only a buck.










11.
 
in relation to the expected norm of (something)




•
 
she was tall for her age




•
 
warm weather for this time of year.










12.
 
indicating the length of (a period of time)




•
 
he was in prison for 12 years




•
 
I haven't seen him for some time.










13.
 
indicating the extent of (a distance)




•
 
he crawled for 300 yards.










14.
 
indicating an occasion in a series




•
 
the camcorder failed for the third time.














II.
 
conjunction






‹literary›

 because; since




•
 
he felt guilty, for he knew that he bore a share of responsibility for Fanny's death.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be for it








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be in imminent danger of punishment or other trouble.









2.
 
for all ——






see all
 .









3.
 
for ever






see forever
 .









4.
 
for why








‹informal›

 for what reason




•
 
you're going to and I'll tell you for why.















5.
 
oh for ——






I long for ——




•
 
oh for a strong black coffee!















6.
 
there's (or that's) —— for you






used ironically to indicate a particularly poor example of (a quality mentioned)




•
 
there's gratitude for you.





















– origin

 Old English, probably a reduction of a Germanic preposition meaning ‘before’ (in place or time); related to German 
für

 , also to fore
 .





for.






abbreviation



1.
 
foreign.




2.
 
forest.




3.
 
forester.




4.
 
forestry.













f.o.r.






abbreviation




free on rail.














for-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
denoting prohibition




•
 
forbid.










2.
 
denoting abstention, neglect, or renunciation




•
 
forgive




•
 
forget




•
 
forgo.










3.
 
denoting extremity of negative state expressed




•
 
forlorn




•
 
forsake.

















– origin

 Old English.





fora

 
/ˈfôrə/






plural form of forum
 (
sense

 3).










forage

 
/ˈfôrij ˈfärij/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) search widely for food or provisions




•
 
gulls are equipped by nature to 
forage for

 food.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain (food or provisions)




•
 
a girl foraging grass for oxen.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain food or provisions from (a place)




•
 
a man foraging a dumpster finds some celery.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 supply (an animal or person) with food.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
bulky food such as grass or hay for horses and cattle; fodder.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a wide search over an area in order to obtain something, especially food or provisions




•
 
the nightly forage produces things that can be sold.














III.
 
derivatives





forager

 
/ˈfôrijər ˈfärijər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fourrage

 (noun), 
fourrager

 (verb), from 
fuerre

 ‘straw,’ of Germanic origin and related to fodder
 .





forage cap

 
/ˈfôrij ˌkap ˈfärij ˌkap/






noun




a soft cap, usually having a stiff brim, forming part of a soldier's uniform.













forage fish






noun




a species of fish of interest to humans chiefly as the prey of more valuable game fish.













forage harvester






noun




a large agricultural machine for harvesting forage crops.














foramen

 
/fəˈrāmən/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an opening, hole, or passage, especially in a bone.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
forare

 ‘bore a hole.’





foramen magnum





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the hole in the base of the skull through which the spinal cord passes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, ‘large opening.’





foraminifer

 
/ˌfôrəˈminəfər, ˌfär-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a single-celled planktonic animal with a perforated chalky shell through which slender protrusions of protoplasm extend. Most kinds are marine, and when they die, their shells form thick ocean-floor sediments.

See also globigerina
 . [Order 
Foraminiferida

 , phylum 
Rhizopoda

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foraminiferal

 
/fəˌraməˈnifərəl /






adjective













2.
 
foraminiferan

 
/fəˌraməˈnifərən /






noun, adjective













3.
 
foraminiferous

 
/fəˌraməˈnifərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
foramen

 , 
foramin-

 (see foramen
 ) + 
-fer

 ‘bearing’ (from 
ferre

 ‘to bear’).





for'ard

 
/ˈfôrərd, ˈfär-/






adjective, adverb




nonstandard spelling of forward
 , used to represent a nautical pronunciation.













forasmuch as

 
/ˌfôrəzˈməCH əz/





I.
 
conjunction






‹archaic›

 because; since




•
 
forasmuch as the tree returned to life, so too could Arthur be returned to her.

















– origin

 Middle English 
for as much

 , translating Old French 
por tant que

 ‘for so much as.’





forastero

 
/ˌfôrəˈsterō /

 
forastero tree





I.
 
noun




a cacao tree of a widely grown variety that provides the bulk of the world's cocoa beans.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘foreign,’ because the tree was imported into Venezuela from the West Indies, as distinct from the criollo
 or native variety.





foray

 
/ˈfôrˌā ˈfärˌā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden attack or incursion into enemy territory, especially to obtain something; a raid




•
 
the garrison made a foray against Richard's camp




•
 


‹figurative›

 he made another foray to the bar.










2.
 
an attempt to become involved in a new activity or sphere




•
 
my first 
foray into

 journalism.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or go on a foray




•
 
the place into which they were forbidden to foray.














III.
 
derivatives





forayer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: back-formation from 
forayer

 ‘a person who forays,’ from Old French 
forrier

 ‘forager,’ from 
fuerre

 ‘straw’ (see forage
 ).





forb

 
/fôrb/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a herbaceous flowering plant other than a grass.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
phorbē

 ‘fodder,’ from 
phorbein

 ‘to feed.’





forbade

 
/fərˈbad fərˈˈbād /

 
forbad






past of forbid
 .










forbear1


 
/fərˈber fôrˈber/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 
‹formal›

 politely or patiently restrain an impulse to do something; refrain




•
 
the boy 
forbore from

 touching anything




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he modestly forbears to include his own work.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 
‹formal›

 refrain from doing or using (something)




•
 
Rebecca could not forbear a smile.

















– origin

 Old English 
forberan

 (see for-
 , bear
 1
 ). The original senses were ‘endure, bear with,’ hence ‘endure the absence of something, do without,’ also ‘bear up against, control oneself,’ hence ‘refrain from’ (Middle English).





forbear2







noun




variant spelling of forebear
 .













forbearance

 
/fôrˈberəns fərˈberəns/






noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 patient self-control; restraint and tolerance




•
 


forbearance from

 taking action.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 the action of refraining from exercising a legal right, especially enforcing the payment of a debt.













forbearing

 
/fôrˈberiNG fərˈberiNG/






adjective




(of a person) patient and restrained.














forbid

 
/fərˈbid/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to allow (something)




•
 
environmental laws forbid alteration of the coast.










2.
 
order (someone) not to do something




•
 
I was 
forbidden from

 leaving Russia




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
my doctor has forbidden me to eat sugar.










3.
 
refuse (someone or something) entry to a place or area




•
 
all cars are forbidden.










4.
 
(of a circumstance or quality) make (something) impossible; prevent




•
 
the cliffs forbid any easy turning movement.














II.
 
phrases





God (or Heaven) forbid






used to express a fervent wish that something does not happen


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
God forbid that this should happen to anyone ever again.





















– origin

 Old English 
forbēodan

 (see for-
 , bid
 2
 ).





forbidden

 
/fərˈbidn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not allowed; banned




•
 
a list of forbidden books.










2.
 


[Physics]

 denoting or involving a transition between two quantum-mechanical states that does not conform to some selection rule, especially for electric dipole radiation.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the forbidden degrees






the number of steps of descent from the same ancestor that bar two related people from marrying.









2.
 
forbidden fruit






a thing that is desired all the more because it is not allowed.

[with biblical allusion to Gen. 2:17.]

















Forbidden City





I.
 
an area of Beijing, China, that contains the former imperial palaces, to which entry was forbidden to all except the members of the imperial family and their servants.




II.
 
a name given to Lhasa, Tibet.









forbidding

 
/fərˈbidiNG/





I.
 
adjective




unfriendly or threatening in appearance




•
 
a grim and forbidding building.














II.
 
derivatives





forbiddingly

 
/fərˈbidiNGlē /






adverb





















forbore

 
/fərˈbôr/






past of forbear
 1
 .









forborne

 
/fərˈbôrn/






past participle of forbear
 1
 .









forbye

 
/fôrˈbī /

 
forby






adverb, preposition






‹archaic›

 
(Scottish)

 in addition; besides


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
there's chicken in the fridge, and plenty of soup forbye, if you get hungry again.




















force

 
/fôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
strength or energy as an attribute of physical action or movement




•
 
he was thrown backward by the force of the explosion.










2.
 


[Physics]

 an influence tending to change the motion of a body or produce motion or stress in a stationary body. The magnitude of such an influence is often calculated by multiplying the mass of the body by its acceleration.




3.
 
a person or thing regarded as exerting power or influence




•
 
he might still be 
a force for

 peace and unity.










4.
 
[
in combination

 ]
 — used with a number as a measure of wind strength on the Beaufort scale




•
 
a force-nine gale.










5.
 
coercion or compulsion, especially with the use or threat of violence




•
 
they ruled by law and not 
by force

 .










6.
 
mental or moral strength or power




•
 
the force of popular opinion.










7.
 
the state of being in effect or valid




•
 
the law came into force in January.










8.
 
the powerful effect of something




•
 
the force of her writing is undiminished.










9.
 
an organized body of military personnel or police




•
 
a soldier in a UN peacekeeping force.










10.
 
(
forces

 )
 — troops and weaponry




•
 
concealment from enemy forces




•
 


‹figurative›

 a battle between the forces of good and evil.










11.
 
a group of people brought together and organized for a particular activity




•
 
a sales force.










12.
 
(
the force

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a police department.




13.
 


[Baseball]

 a force-out.




14.
 
a situation in which a force-out is possible.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a way through or into by physical strength; break open by force




•
 
they broke into Fred's house and forced every cupboard door with ax or crowbar.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — drive or push into a specified position or state using physical strength or against resistance




•
 
she forced her feet into flat leather sandals




•
 


‹figurative›

 Fields was forced out as director.










3.
 
achieve or bring about (something) by coercion or effort




•
 
Sabine forced a smile




•
 
she 
forced her way

 up the ladder.










4.
 
push or strain (something) to the utmost




•
 
she knew if she forced it she would rip it.










5.
 
artificially hasten the development or maturity of (a plant).




6.
 
(often 
be forced

 )
 — make (someone) do something against their will




•
 
she was 
forced into

 early retirement




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the universities were forced to cut staff.










7.
 
rape (a woman).




8.
 


[Baseball]

 put out (a runner), or cause (a runner) to be put out, at the base to which they are advancing when they are forced to run on a batted ball




•
 
I was forced at second base as the first half of a double play.










9.
 
(in cards) make a play or bid that compels another player to make (a particular response); make a play or bid that compels (another player) to make such a response




•
 
East could force declarer to ruff another spade.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by force of






by means of




•
 
exercising authority by force of arms.















2.
 
force the bidding






(at an auction) make bids to raise the price rapidly.









3.
 
force someone's hand






make someone do something




•
 
the exchange markets may force the Fed's hand.















4.
 
force the issue






compel the making of an immediate decision.









5.
 
force the pace






adopt a fast pace in a race in order to tire out one's opponents quickly.









6.
 
in force





a.
 
in great strength or numbers




•
 
birdwatchers were out in force.










b.
 
in effect; valid




•
 
the US has over $8 trillion worth of life insurance in force.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
force something down





a.
 
manage to swallow food or drink when one does not want to




•
 
I forced down a slice of toast.










b.
 
compel an aircraft to land




•
 
the plane might have been forced down by fighters.















2.
 
force oneself on/upon






rape (a woman).









3.
 
force something on/upon






impose or press something on (a person or organization)




•
 
economic cutbacks were forced on the government.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
forceable

 
/ˈfôrsəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
forcer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
force

 (noun), 
forcer

 (verb), based on Latin 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





forced

 
/fôrst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
obtained or imposed by coercion or physical power




•
 
the brutal regime of forced labor.










2.
 
(of a gesture or expression) produced or maintained with effort; affected or unnatural




•
 
a forced smile.










3.
 
(of a plant) having its development or maturity artificially hastened.








II.
 
phrases





forced march






a fast march by soldiers, typically over a long distance.

















forced landing





I.
 
noun




an act of abruptly bringing an aircraft to the ground or the surface of water in an emergency.








II.
 
derivatives





force-land






verb





















force-feed

 
/ˈfôrs ˌfēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force (a person or animal) to eat.




2.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — impose or force (information or ideology) upon (someone)




•
 
no group has the right to force-feed its beliefs on her.



















force feedback






noun






[Computing]

 the simulation of physical attributes such as weight in computer gaming and virtual reality, allowing the user to interact directly with virtual objects using touch.













force field






noun




(chiefly in science fiction) an invisible barrier of exerted strength or impetus




•
 
future land combat vehicles will deflect enemy shells with an electromagnetic force field.



















forceful

 
/ˈfôrsfəl/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person or argument) strong and assertive; vigorous and powerful




•
 
she was a forceful personality




•
 
forceful, imaginative marketing.














II.
 
derivatives





forcefulness

 
/ˈfôrsfəlnəs /






noun





















forcefully

 
/ˈfôrsfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a strong and assertive manner; vigorously




•
 
he argued forcefully against reform




•
 
the government needs to act forcefully on this issue.










2.
 
using considerable physical strength or violence




•
 
he forcefully shoved her back into the wall




•
 
exhale forcefully through your nose.



















force majeure

 
/ˌfôrs mäˈZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
unforeseeable circumstances that prevent someone from fulfilling a contract.




2.
 
irresistible compulsion or greater force.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘greater force.’





forcemeat

 
/ˈfôrsˌmēt/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of meat or vegetables chopped and seasoned for use as a stuffing or garnish.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete 
force

 ‘to stuff,’ alteration (influenced by the verb force
 ) of 
farce

 , from French 
farcir

 (see farce
 ).





force-out

 
/fôrsout/






noun






[Baseball]

 the putout of a base runner who is forced to go to the next base.













force play






noun






[Baseball]

 a play in which a runner must advance when a ball is hit, thereby allowing a fielder to put the runner out by touching the approached base before the runner gets there.













forceps

 
/ˈfôrsəps ˈfôrˌseps /

 
a pair of forceps





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
a pair of pincers or tweezers used in surgery or in a laboratory.




2.
 
a large instrument with broad pincers, used to encircle a baby's head and assist in birth


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a forceps delivery.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 an organ or structure resembling forceps, especially the cerci of an earwig.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘tongs, pincers.’





force pump






noun




a pump used to move water or other liquid under pressure.













forcible

 
/ˈfôrsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done by force




•
 
signs of forcible entry.










2.
 
vigorous and strong; forceful




•
 
they could only be deterred by forcible appeals.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
force

 (see force
 ).





forcibly

 
/ˈfôrsəblē/






adverb



1.
 
using force or violence




•
 
no one will be forcibly evicted.










2.
 
in a forceful way; convincingly




•
 
they argued forcibly against the proposal.



















forcing

 
/ˈfôrsiNG/






adjective






[Bridge]

 (of a bid) requiring by convention a response from one's partner, no matter how weak their hand may be.













forcing house

 
/ˈfôrsiNG houz/






noun




a place in which the growth or development of something (especially plants) is artificially hastened.














ford

 
/fôrd/





I.
 
noun




a shallow place in a river or stream allowing one to walk or drive across.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or vehicle) cross (a river or stream) at a shallow place.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fordable

 
/ˈfôrdəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
fordless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English; related to Dutch 
voorde

 , also to fare
 .





Ford, Ford Madox

 
/fôrd/






(1873–1939), English novelist and editor; born 
Ford Hermann Hueffer

 . He is known for his novel 
The Good Soldier

 (1915).









Ford, Gerald Rudolph






(1913–2006), 38th president of the US 1974–77; born as 
Leslie Lynch King, Jr.

 (renamed by his stepfather in 1916). He served in the US House of Representatives 1949–73 and as vice president 1973–74 before succeeding to the presidency upon the resignation of Richard Nixon in the wake of the Watergate affair. Noted for his integrity and candidness, he worked to heal the nation, to curb inflation while stimulating the economy, and to prevent war in the Middle East. He lost the 1976 presidential election to Jimmy Carter.









Ford, Harrison






(1942–), US actor. Best known for his roles in the 
Star Wars

 trilogy (1977, 1980, 1983) and 
Raiders of the Lost Ark

 (1981) and its three sequels (1984, 1989, 2008).









Ford, Henry






(1863–1947), US automobile manufacturer. A pioneer of large-scale mass production, he founded the Ford Motor Company, which produced the Model T in 1909. Control of the company passed to his grandson, 
Henry Ford II

 (1917–1987), in 1945.









Ford, John






(1895–1973), US movie director; born 
Sean Aloysius O'Feeney

 . He is chiefly known for his westerns, several of which starred John Wayne, including 
Stagecoach

 (1939) and 
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon

 (1949). Other notable movies include 
The Grapes of Wrath

 (1940).









Ford, Tennessee Ernie






(1919–91), US country singer and songwriter. His notable songs include “Mule Train” (1949) and “Sixteen Tons” (1955). Country Music Hall of Fame (1990).









Ford, Whitey






(1928–), US baseball player; born 
Edward Charles Ford

 . A New York Yankee 1950 and 1953–67, he had a career win percentage of .690, one of the highest among 20th-century pitchers. Baseball Hall of Fame (1974).









Fordham

 
/ˈfôrdəm/






a section of the central Bronx in New York City that takes its name from Fordham University.










fore

 
/fôr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated or placed in front




•
 
the fore and hind pairs of wings.














II.
 
noun




the front part of something, especially a ship.








III.
 
exclamation




called out as a warning to people in the path of a golf ball.








IV.
 
preposition




nonstandard form of before
 :




•
 
we'll be harvesting corn 'fore the end of the month.














V.
 
phrases





to the fore






in or to a conspicuous or leading position




•
 
his persistent effort brought this issue to the fore.





















– origin

 Old English (as a preposition, also in the sense ‘before in time, previously’): of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
voor

 and German 
vor

 . The adjective and noun represent the prefix fore-
 used independently (late 15th cent).






fore-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
(added to verbs) in front




•
 
foreshorten.










2.
 
beforehand; in advance




•
 
forebode




•
 
foreshadow.










3.
 
(added to nouns) situated in front of




•
 
forecourt.










4.
 
the front part of




•
 
forebrain.










5.
 
of or near the bow of a ship




•
 
forecastle.










6.
 
preceding; going before




•
 
forefather.

















– origin

 Old English (see fore
 ).





fore and aft





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at the front and rear (often used with reference to a ship or plane)




•
 
we're moored fore and aft.










2.
 
backward and forward




•
 
a sperm whale cannot see directly fore and aft.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
backward and forward




•
 
the fore-and-aft motion of the handles.










2.
 
(of a hat, especially one worn as part of a uniform) having three corners and a brim at the front and back




•
 
we were in full dress, with fore-and-aft hats and swords.










3.
 
(of a sail or rigging) set lengthwise, not on transverse yards




•
 
a fore-and-aft-rigged yacht.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps translating a phrase of Low German origin; compare with Dutch 
van voren en van achteren

 .





forearm1


 
/ˈfôrˌärm/






noun




the part of a person's arm extending from the elbow to the wrist or the fingertips.













forearm2


 
/fôrˈärm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare (someone) in advance for danger, attack, or another undesirable future event.














forebear

 
/ˈfôrber /

 
forbear





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
one's forebears

 )


1.
 
an ancestor.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from fore
 + 
bear

 , variant of obsolete 
beer

 ‘someone who exists’ (from be
 + -er
 1
 ).





forebode

 
/fôrˈbōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (of a situation or occurrence) act as a warning of (something bad)




•
 
this lull foreboded some new assault upon him.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 have a presentiment of (something bad)




•
 
I foreboded mischief the moment I heard.



















foreboding

 
/fôrˈbōdiNG/





I.
 
noun




fearful apprehension; a feeling that something bad will happen




•
 
with a sense of foreboding she read the note.














II.
 
adjective




implying or seeming to imply that something bad is going to happen




•
 
when the doctor spoke, his voice was dark and foreboding.














III.
 
derivatives





forebodingly






adverb






















forebrain

 
/ˈfôrbrān/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the anterior part of the brain, including the cerebral hemispheres, the thalamus, and the hypothalamus.

Also called prosencephalon
 .













forecaddie

 
/ˈfôrˌkadē/






noun




a caddie who goes ahead of golfers to see where the balls fall.













forecast

 
/ˈfôrˌkast/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
predict or estimate (a future event or trend)




•
 
rain is forecast for eastern Ohio




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
coal consumption is forecast to increase.














II.
 
noun




a prediction or estimate of future events, especially coming weather or a financial trend.













forecaster

 
/ˈfôrˌkastər/






noun




a person who predicts or estimates a future event or trend




•
 
economic forecasters are predicting a downturn.



















forecastle

 
/ˈfōksəl ˈfôrˌkasəl /

 
fo'c's'le






noun



1.
 
the forward part of a ship below the deck, traditionally used as the crew's living quarters.




2.
 
a raised deck at the bow of a ship.













forecheck

 
/ˈfôrCHek/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 play an aggressive style of defense, checking opponents in their own defensive zone, before they can organize an attack.








II.
 
derivatives





forechecker






noun





















foreclose

 
/fôrˈklōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take possession of a mortgaged property as a result of the mortgagor's failure to keep up their mortgage payments




•
 
the bank was threatening to 
foreclose on

 his mortgage.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take away someone's power of redeeming (a mortgage) and take possession of the mortgaged property.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rule out or prevent (a course of action)




•
 
the decision effectively foreclosed any possibility of his early rehabilitation.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
forclos

 , past participle of 
forclore

 , from 
for-

 ‘out’ (from Latin 
foras

 ‘outside’) + 
clore

 ‘to close.’ The original sense was ‘bar from escaping,’ in late Middle English ‘shut out,’ and ‘bar from doing something’ (
sense

 2), hence specifically ‘bar someone from redeeming a mortgage’ (
sense

 1, early 18th cent).





foreclosure

 
/ˌfôrˈklōZHər/






noun




the action of taking possession of a mortgaged property when the mortgagor fails to keep up their mortgage payments




•
 
assistance for mortgage borrowers facing foreclosure




•
 
major increases in home foreclosures.



















forecourt

 
/ˈfôrˌkôrt/






noun



1.
 
an open area in front of a large building.




2.
 


[Tennis]

 the part of the court between the service line and the net.













foredeck

 
/ˈfôrdek/






noun




the deck at the forward part of a ship.













foredoom

 
/fôrˈdo͞om/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be foredoomed

 )


1.
 
condemn beforehand to certain failure or destruction




•
 
the policy is foredoomed to failure.



















foredune

 
/ˈfôrdo͞on/






noun






[Ecology]

 a part of a system of sand dunes on the side nearest to the sea.













fore-edge

 
/ˈfôrˌej /

 
fore edge






noun






‹technical›

 the outer vertical edge of the pages of a book.













forefather

 
/ˈfôrˌfäT͟Hər/






noun

 — (usu. 
one's forefathers

 )


1.
 
a member of the past generations of one's family or people; an ancestor.




2.
 
a precursor of a particular movement




•
 
the forefathers of rock 'n' roll.



















forefinger

 
/ˈfôrˌfiNGɡər/






noun




the finger next to the thumb; the first or index finger.













forefoot

 
/ˈfôrˌfo͝ot/






noun



1.
 
each of the front feet of a four-footed animal.




2.
 
the forward end of a vessel's keel where it joins the stern.













forefront

 
/ˈfôrˌfrənt/






noun

 — (
the forefront

 )


1.
 
the leading or most important position or place




•
 
we are at the forefront of developments.




















forego1


 
/fôrˈɡō fərˈɡō/






verb




variant spelling of forgo
 .














forego2


 
/fôrˈɡō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 precede in place or time.








II.
 
derivatives





foregoer

 
/fôrˈɡōr /






noun





















foregoing

 
/ˈfôrɡōiNG /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
just mentioned or stated; preceding




•
 
the foregoing discussion has juxtaposed management and owner control.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the foregoing

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the things just mentioned or stated.













foregone

 
/fôrˈɡôn/





I.
 
past participle of forego
 2
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [often 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 past




•
 
poets dream of lives foregone in worlds fantastical.














III.
 
phrases





a foregone conclusion






a result that can be predicted with certainty.

















foreground

 
/ˈfôrˌɡround/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the foreground

 )


1.
 
the part of a view that is nearest to the observer, especially in a picture or photograph




•
 
the images show vegetation in the foreground.










2.
 
the most prominent or important position or situation




•
 
whenever books are chosen for children, meaning should always be in the foreground.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) the most prominent or important feature




•
 
sexual relationships are foregrounded and idealized.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from fore-
 + ground
 1
 , on the pattern of Dutch 
voorgrond

 .





foregut

 
/ˈfôrˌɡət/






noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the anterior part of the gut, toward the mouth.














forehand

 
/ˈfôrˌhand/






noun



1.
 
(in tennis and other racket sports) a stroke played with the palm of the hand facing in the direction of the stroke


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a good forehand drive.










2.
 
the part of a horse in front of the saddle.













forehanded

 
/ˈfôrˌhandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 another term for forehand
 (as adj.).




2.
 


(US)

 looking to the future; prudent; thrifty.








II.
 
adverb




(in tennis and other racket sports) with a forehand stroke.













forehead

 
/ˈfôrˌhed ˈfôrəd/





I.
 
noun




the part of the face above the eyebrows.











– origin

 Old English 
forhēafod

 (see fore-
 , head
 ).






foreign

 
/ˈfôrən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, from, in, or characteristic of a country or language other than one's own




•
 
a foreign language.










2.
 
dealing with or relating to other countries




•
 
foreign policy.










3.
 
of or belonging to another district or area.




4.
 
coming or introduced from outside




•
 
the quotation is a foreign element imported into the work.










5.
 
(of a law or restriction) outside the local jurisdiction.




6.
 
strange and unfamiliar




•
 
I suppose this all feels pretty 
foreign to

 you.










7.
 
(
foreign to

 )
 — not belonging to or characteristic of




•
 
crime and brutality are foreign to our nature and our country.














II.
 
derivatives





foreignness

 
/ˈfôrənˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
foren

 , 
forein

 , from Old French 
forein

 , 
forain

 , based on Latin 
foras

 , 
foris

 ‘outside,’ from 
fores

 ‘door.’ The current spelling arose in the 16th cent., by association with sovereign
 .





foreign aid

 
/ˈfôrən ād/






noun




money, food, or other resources given or lent by one country to another.













foreign bill






noun




a bill of exchange payable in another country.













foreign body

 
/ˈfôrən ˈbädē/






noun




an object or piece of extraneous matter that has entered the body by accident or design.













foreigner

 
/ˈfôrənər/






noun



1.
 
a person born in or coming from a country other than one's own.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person not belonging to a particular place or group; a stranger or outsider.














foreign exchange






noun



1.
 
the currency of other countries.




2.
 
an institution or system for dealing in the currency of other countries.













Foreign Legion

 
/ˈˌfôrən ˈlēj(ē)ən/






a military unit of the French army founded in the 1830s to fight France's colonial wars. Composed, except for the higher ranks, of non-Frenchmen, the Legion was famed for its audacity and endurance. Its most famous campaigns were in French North Africa in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.









foreign minister

 
/ˈfôrən ˈminəstər/






noun




(in many countries) a government minister in charge of relations with other countries




•
 
the Tunisian foreign minister will visit Washington.



















foreign mission






noun



1.
 
a permanent office established by a nation to represent its interests in a foreign country.




2.
 
a group sent by a church to live in a foreign country for a period of time, especially to seek converts.













foreign national






noun




a person who is not a naturalized citizen of the country in which they are living




•
 
most of the students affected were said to be foreign nationals.



















foreign office






in some countries, the department of government in charge of foreign affairs.









foreign policy






noun




a government's strategy in dealing with other nations




•
 
a scathing critic of US foreign policy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a foreign-policy crisis.



















foreign secretary






noun




(in the UK) a foreign minister.














foreign service






noun



1.
 
the government department concerned with the representation of a country abroad.




2.
 
(
Foreign Service

 )
 — a division of the US State Department staffed by diplomatic and consular personnel.













foreknow

 
/fôrˈnō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 be aware of (an event) before it happens




•
 
he foreknows his death like a saint.



















foreknowledge

 
/fôrˈnäləj/






noun




awareness of something before it happens or exists.













forelady

 
/ˈfôrˌlādē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 another term for forewoman
 .













foreland

 
/ˈfôrlənd/






noun



1.
 
an area of land bordering on another or lying in front of a particular feature.




2.
 
a cape or promontory.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a stable unyielding block of the earth's crust, against which compression produces a folded mountain range.













foreleg

 
/ˈfôrˌleɡ/






noun




either of the front legs of a four-footed animal.













forelimb

 
/ˈfôrˌlim/






noun




either of the front limbs of an animal.














forelock

 
/ˈfôrˌläk/






noun



1.
 
a lock of hair growing just above the forehead.




2.
 
the part of the mane (of a horse or similar animal) that grows from the poll and hangs down over the forehead.













foreman

 
/ˈfôrmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a worker, especially a man, who supervises and directs other workers.




2.
 
(in a court of law) a person, especially a man, who presides over a jury and speaks on its behalf.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps suggested by Dutch 
voorman

 (compare with German 
Vormann

 ).





Foreman, George

 
/ˈfôrmən/






(1949–), US boxer. Having held the world heavyweight championship 1973–74, he regained the title in 1994–95, becoming the oldest man to do so.









foremast

 
/ˈfôrmast ˈfôrməst/






noun




the mast of a ship nearest the bow.














foremost

 
/ˈfôrˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective




most prominent in rank, importance, or position




•
 
one of the foremost art collectors of his day.














II.
 
adverb




before anything else in rank, importance, or position; in the first place




•
 
O'Keefe's work was, foremost, an expression of the feelings of a woman.














III.
 
phrases





first and foremost






see first
 .















– origin

 Old English 
formest

 , 
fyrmest

 , from 
forma

 ‘first’ (ultimately a superlative formed from the Germanic base of fore
 ) + -est
 1
 . Compare with first
 and former
 1
 . The current spelling arose by association with fore
 and most
 .





foremother

 
/ˈfôrˌməT͟Hər/






noun

 — (usu. 
one's foremothers

 )


1.
 
a female ancestor or precursor of something.













forename

 
/ˈfôrˌnām/






noun




another term for first name
 .













forenoon

 
/ˈfôrˌno͞on/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Nautical]

 the morning.














forensic

 
/fəˈrenzik fəˈrensik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the application of scientific methods and techniques to the investigation of crime




•
 
forensic evidence.










2.
 
of or relating to courts of law.








II.
 
noun

 — (
forensics

 )


1.
 
scientific tests or techniques used in connection with the detection of crime.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (also 
forensic

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a laboratory or department responsible for tests used in detection of crime.








III.
 
derivatives





forensically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
forensis

 ‘in open court, public,’ from 
forum

 (see forum
 ).





forensic accounting






noun




the use of accounting skills to investigate fraud or embezzlement and to analyze financial information for use in legal proceedings.













forensic medicine

 
/fəˈrenzik fəˈrensik ˈmedəsən/






noun




the application of medical knowledge to the investigation of crime, particularly in establishing the causes of injury or death.













foreordain

 
/ˌfôrôrˈdān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of God or fate) appoint or decree (something) beforehand




•
 
progress is not foreordained.














II.
 
derivatives





foreordination

 
/fôrˌôrdəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun





















forepart

 
/ˈfôrˌpärt/






noun




the part situated at the front of something; the foremost part.













forepaw

 
/ˈfôrpô/






noun




either of the front paws of a quadruped.













forepeak

 
/ˈfôrpēk/






noun




the forwardmost division of a vessel's hull, often used in ships as a ballast tank.













foreperson

 
/ˈfôrˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




a foreman or forewoman (used as a neutral alternative).













foreplay

 
/ˈfôrˌplā/






noun




sexual activity that precedes intercourse.













forequarter

 
/ˈfôrˌkwôrdər/






noun



1.
 
a front quarter of something, especially of a carcass (of beef, lamb, etc.).




2.
 
(
forequarters

 )
 — the front legs and adjoining parts of a quadruped.













forerun

 
/fôrˈrən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 go before or indicate the coming of




•
 
the vast inquietude that foreruns the storm.



















forerunner

 
/ˈfôrˌrənər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that precedes the coming or development of someone or something else




•
 
the icebox was a forerunner of today's refrigerator.










2.
 
a sign or warning of something to come




•
 
overcast mornings are the sure forerunners of steady rain.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 an advance messenger.













foresail

 
/ˈfôrˌsāl ˈfôrsəl/






noun




the principal sail on a foremast.













foresee

 
/fôrˈsē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be aware of beforehand; predict




•
 
we did not foresee any difficulties




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is impossible to foresee how life will work out.














II.
 
derivatives





foreseer

 
/-ˈsēər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
foresēon

 (see fore-
 , see
 1
 ).





foreseeable

 
/fôrˈsēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be foreseen or predicted




•
 
the situation is unlikely to change 
in the foreseeable future

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foreseeability

 
/fôrˌsēəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
foreseeably

 
/-ˈsēəblē /






adverb





















foreshadow

 
/fôrˈSHadō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a warning or indication of (a future event)




•
 
it foreshadowed my preoccupation with jazz.



















foresheet

 
/ˈfôrˌSHēt/






noun



1.
 
a rope by which the lee corner of a foresail is kept in place.




2.
 
(
foresheets

 )
 — the inner part of the bow of a boat.













foreshock

 
/ˈfôrˌSHäk/






noun




a mild tremor preceding the violent shaking movement of an earthquake.













foreshore

 
/ˈfôrSHôr/






noun




the part of a shore between high- and low-water marks, or between the water and cultivated or developed land.













foreshorten

 
/fôrˈSHôrtn fərˈSHôrtn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
portray or show (an object or view) as closer than it is or as having less depth or distance, as an effect of perspective or the angle of vision




•
 
seen from the road, the mountain is greatly foreshortened.










2.
 
prematurely or dramatically shorten or reduce (something) in time or scale


(as 
adj.

 
foreshortened

 )


•
 
foreshortened reports.



















foreshow

 
/fôrˈSHō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 give warning or promise of (something); foretell.













foresight

 
/ˈfôrˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




the ability to predict or the action of predicting what will happen or be needed in the future




•
 
he had the foresight to check that his escape route was clear.

















– origin

 Middle English: from fore-
 + sight
 , probably suggested by Old Norse 
forsjá

 , 
forsjó

 .





foresighted

 
/ˌfôrˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




having or using foresight.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foresightedly






adverb













2.
 
foresightedness






noun






















foreskin

 
/ˈfôrˌskin/






noun




the retractable roll of skin covering the end of the penis.

Also called prepuce
 .














forest

 
/ˈfôrəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large area covered chiefly with trees and undergrowth




•
 
a pine forest




•
 
much of Europe was covered with forest.










2.
 
a large number or dense mass of vertical or tangled objects




•
 
a 
forest of

 connecting wires.










3.
 


‹historical›

 (in England) an area, typically owned by the sovereign and partly wooded, kept for hunting and having its own laws.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
forested

 )


1.
 
cover (land) with forest; plant with trees




•
 
a forested area.














III.
 
phrases





cannot see the forest for the trees






fail to grasp the main issue because of excessive attention to details.












IV.
 
derivatives





forestation

 
/ˌfôrəˈstāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘wooded area kept for hunting,’ also denoting any uncultivated land): via Old French from late Latin 
forestis (silva

 ), literally ‘(wood) outside,’ from Latin 
foris

 ‘outside’ (see foreign
 ).





forestall

 
/fôrˈstôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent or obstruct (an anticipated event or action) by taking action ahead of time




•
 
vitamins may forestall many diseases of aging.










2.
 
act in advance of (someone) in order to prevent them from doing something




•
 
she started to rise, but Erica forestalled her and got the telephone.










3.
 


‹historical›

 buy up (goods) in order to profit by an enhanced price.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
forestaller






noun













2.
 
forestallment






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
foresteall

 ‘an ambush’ (see fore-
 and stall
 ). As a verb the earliest sense (Middle English) was ‘intercept and buy up (goods) before they reach the market, so as to raise the price’ (formerly an offense).





forestay

 
/ˈfôrˌstā/






noun




a stay leading forward and down to support a ship's foremast.













forestaysail

 
/ˌfôrˈstāsəl, -ˌsāl/






noun




a triangular sail set on the forestay.














forester

 
/ˈfôrəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person in charge of a forest or skilled in planting, managing, or caring for trees.




2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 a person or animal living in a forest.




3.
 


(Austral.)

 the eastern gray kangaroo.

See gray kangaroo
 .




4.
 
a small black day-flying moth with two white or yellow spots on each wing.

[Family 
Agaristidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
eight-spotted forester

 (
Alypia octomaculata

 ), common throughout the northeastern US.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
forestier

 , from 
forest

 (see forest
 ).





Forester, C. S.

 
/ˈfôrəstər/






(1899–1966), English novelist; pseudonym of 
Cecil Lewis Troughton Smith

 . He is remembered for his seafaring novels set during the Napoleonic Wars and featuring Captain Horatio Hornblower. He also wrote 
The African Queen

 (1935).









Forest Hills






an affluent residential section of central Queens in New York City that is associated with the US Open in tennis, which was played here until 1978.









forestland

 
/ˈfôrəstˌland, ˈfär-/






noun




an area of land covered by forests.













forestry

 
/ˈfôrəstrē/






noun




the science or practice of planting, managing, and caring for forests.













foretaste

 
/ˈfôrˌtāst/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sample or suggestion of something that lies ahead




•
 
the freezing rain was a foretaste of winter.




















foretell

 
/fôrˈtel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
predict (the future or a future event)




•
 
as he foretold, thousands lost their lives




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
a seer had foretold that she would assume the throne.














II.
 
derivatives





foreteller






noun





















forethought

 
/ˈfôrˌTHôt/






noun




careful consideration of what will be necessary or may happen in the future




•
 
Jim had the forethought to book in advance.



















foretoken





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈfôrˌtōkən /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 be a sign of (something to come)




•
 
a shiver in the night air foretokening December.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌfôrˈtōkən /



1.
 
a sign of something to come.











– origin

 Old English 
foretācn

 (noun: see fore-
 , token
 ).





foretold

 
/fôrˈtōld fərˈtōld/






past and past participle of foretell
 .









foretop

 
/ˈfôrtäp/






noun



1.
 
a platform around the head of the lower section of a sailing ship's foremast.




2.
 
the front seat on top of a horse-drawn vehicle.




3.
 
another term for forelock
 .













fore-topgallant mast






noun




the third section of a sailing ship's foremast, above the fore-topmast.













fore-topgallant sail






noun




the sail above a sailing ship's fore-topsail.













fore-topmast

 
/fôrˈtäpˌmast/






noun




the second section of a sailing ship's foremast.













fore-topsail

 
/fôrˈtäpˌsāl fôrˈtäpsəl/






noun




the sail above a sailing ship's foresail.













foretriangle

 
/ˈfôrˌtrīˌaNGɡəl/






noun



1.
 
the triangular space between the deck, foremast, and forestay of a sailing vessel.




2.
 
the area of sail within the foretriangle.














forever

 
/fəˈrevər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
for all future time; for always




•
 
she would love him forever.










2.
 
a very long time (used hyperbolically)




•
 
it took forever to get a passport.










3.
 
used in slogans of support after the name of something or someone




•
 
Elvis Forever!










4.
 
continually




•
 
she was forever pushing her hair out of her eyes.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 lasting or permanent




•
 
these puppies need a forever home




•
 
parenting is a forever job.



















forevermore

 
/fəˌrevərˈmôr/






adverb




forever (used for rhetorical effect)




•
 
our military will be invincible forevermore.



















forewarn

 
/fôrˈwôrn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inform (someone) of a danger or possible problem




•
 
he had been 
forewarned of

 a coup plot.














II.
 
phrases





forewarned is forearmed








‹proverb›

 prior knowledge of possible dangers or problems gives one a tactical advantage.












III.
 
derivatives





forewarner






noun





















forewarning

 
/fôrˈwôrniNG/






noun




an advance warning




•
 
officials had no forewarning of the attacks.



















forewent

 
/fôrˈwent/






past of forego
 1
 , forego
 2
 .









forewing

 
/ˈfôrwiNG/






noun




either of the two front wings of a four-winged insect.














forewoman

 
/ˈfôrˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a female worker who supervises and directs other workers.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in a court of law) a woman who presides over a jury and speaks on its behalf.













foreword

 
/ˈfôrˌwərd/





I.
 
noun




a short introduction to a book, typically by a person other than the author.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from fore-
 + word
 , on the pattern of German 
Vorwort

 .





forex

 
/ˈfôreks/






abbreviation




foreign exchange.













foreyard

 
/ˈfôryärd/






noun




the lowest yard on a sailing ship's foremast.













forfeit

 
/ˈfôrfət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lose or be deprived of (property or a right or privilege) as a penalty for wrongdoing




•
 
those unable to meet their taxes were liable to forfeit their property.










2.
 
lose or give up (something) as a necessary consequence of something else




•
 
she didn't mind forfeiting an extra hour in bed to get up and clean the stables.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine or penalty for wrongdoing or for a breach of the rules in a club or game.




2.
 


[Law]

 an item of property or a right or privilege lost as a legal penalty.




3.
 
(
forfeits

 )
 — a game in which trivial penalties are exacted.




4.
 
the action of forfeiting something.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
lost or surrendered as a penalty for wrongdoing or neglect




•
 
the lands which he had acquired were automatically forfeit.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
forfeitable

 
/ˈfôrfədəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
forfeiter

 
/ˈfôrfədər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a crime or transgression, hence a fine or penalty for this): from Old French 
forfet

 , 
forfait

 , past participle of 
forfaire

 ‘transgress,’ from 
for-

 ‘out’ (from Latin 
foris

 ‘outside’) + 
faire

 ‘do’ (from Latin 
facere

 ).





forfeiture

 
/ˈfôrfəCHər/






noun




the loss or giving up of something as a penalty for wrongdoing




•
 
the court ordered the forfeiture of his computer.



















forfend

 
/fôrˈfend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 avert, keep away, or prevent (something evil or unpleasant).




2.
 
(also 
forefend

 )
 — 

(US)

 protect (something) by precautionary measures.








II.
 
phrases





Heaven (or God) forfend








‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 used to express dismay or horror at the thought of something happening




•
 
Invite him back? Heaven forfend!




•
 
God forfend that we should allow the media to tell us how to run our business.























forgather

 
/fərˈɡaT͟Hər fôrˈɡaT͟Hər /

 
foregather





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 assemble or gather together.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally Scots as 
forgadder

 ): from Dutch 
vergaderen

 .





forgave

 
/fərˈɡāv/






past of forgive
 .









forge1


 
/fôrj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or shape (a metal object) by heating it in a fire or furnace and beating or hammering it.




2.
 
create (a relationship or new conditions)




•
 
the two women forged a close bond




•
 
the country is forging a bright new future.










3.
 
produce a copy or imitation of (a document, signature, banknote, or work or art) for the purpose of deception.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a blacksmith's workshop; a smithy.




2.
 
a furnace or hearth for melting or refining metal.




3.
 
a workshop or factory containing a furnace for refining metal.








III.
 
derivatives





forgeable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the general sense ‘make, construct’): from Old French 
forger

 , from Latin 
fabricare

 ‘fabricate,’ from 
fabrica

 ‘manufactured object, workshop.’ The noun is via Old French from Latin 
fabrica

 .





forge2


 
/fôrj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move forward gradually or steadily




•
 
he forged through the crowded side streets.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





forge ahead





a.
 
move forward or take the lead in a race.




b.
 
continue or make progress with a course or undertaking




•
 
the government is 
forging ahead with

 reforms.





















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally of a ship): perhaps an aberrant pronunciation of force
 .





forged

 
/fôrjd/






adjective




copied fraudulently; fake




•
 
they have illegally entered the UK using forged travel documents.



















forger

 
/ˈfôrjər/






noun




a person who produces fraudulent copies or imitations




•
 
one of Europe's most notorious art forgers.



















forgery

 
/ˈfôrjərē/






noun



1.
 
the action of forging or producing a copy of a document, signature, banknote, or work of art.




2.
 
a forged or copied document, signature, banknote, or work of art.














forget

 
/fərˈɡet/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to remember




•
 
he had forgotten his lines




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she had completely forgotten how tired and hungry she was.










2.
 
inadvertently neglect to attend to, do, or mention something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she forgot to lock her door




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'm sorry, I just forgot.










3.
 
put out of one's mind; cease to think of or consider




•
 
forget all this romantic stuff




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
for years she had struggled to 
forget about

 him.










4.
 
(
forget it

 )
 — said when insisting to someone that there is no need for apology or thanks.




5.
 
(
forget it

 )
 — said when telling someone that their idea or aspiration is impracticable.




6.
 
(
forget oneself

 )
 — stop thinking about one's own problems or feelings




•
 
he must forget himself in his work.










7.
 
(
forget oneself

 )
 — act improperly or unbecomingly.








II.
 
phrases





not forgetting ——






(at the end of a list) and also ——




•
 
we depend on them for food and shelter and clothing, not forgetting heat in the wintertime.


















III.
 
derivatives





forgetter

 
/fərˈɡedər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
forgietan

 ; related to Dutch 
vergeten

 and German 
vergessen

 , and ultimately to for-
 and get
 .





forgetful

 
/fərˈɡetfəl/





I.
 
adjective




apt or likely not to remember




•
 
I'm a bit forgetful these days




•
 
she was soon 
forgetful of

 the time.














II.
 
derivatives





forgetfully

 
/fərˈɡetfəlē /






adverb





















forgetfulness

 
/fərˈɡetfəlnəs/






noun




lapse of memory




•
 
she teased him for his forgetfulness.



















forget-me-not

 
/fərˈɡet mē ˌnät/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing plant of the borage family that typically has blue flowers and is a popular ornamental.

[
Myosotis

 and other genera, family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, in particular the common 
water forget-me-not

 (
M. scorpioides

 ), whose bright blue flowers have a yellow, pink, or white center.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: translating the Old French name 
ne m'oubliez mye

 ; said to have the virtue of ensuring that the wearer of the flower would never be forgotten by a lover.





forgettable

 
/fərˈɡedəb(ə)l/






adjective




easily forgotten, especially through being uninteresting or mediocre.













forgivable

 
/fərˈɡivəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be forgiven or tolerated; excusable




•
 
the flaws are forgivable.














II.
 
derivatives





forgivably

 
/fərˈɡivəblē /






adverb






















forgive

 
/fərˈɡiv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stop feeling angry or resentful toward (someone) for an offense, flaw, or mistake




•
 
I don't think I'll ever 
forgive

 David 
for

 the way he treated her.










2.
 
(usu. 
be forgiven

 )
 — stop feeling angry or resentful toward someone for (an offense, flaw, or mistake)




•
 
they are not going to pat my head and say 
all is forgiven






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was not a man who found it easy to 
forgive and forget

 .










3.
 
cancel (a debt)




•
 
he proposed that their debts should be forgiven.










4.
 
used in polite expressions as a request to excuse or regard indulgently one's foibles, ignorance, or impoliteness




•
 
you will have to forgive my suspicious mind.














II.
 
phrases





one could (or may) be forgiven






it would be understandable (if one mistakenly did a particular thing)




•
 
the arrangements are so complex that you could be forgiven for feeling confused.


















III.
 
derivatives





forgiver






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
forgiefan

 , of Germanic origin, related to Dutch 
vergeven

 and German 
vergeben

 , and ultimately to for-
 and give
 .





forgiveness

 
/ˌfərˈɡivnəs/





I.
 
noun




the action or process of forgiving or being forgiven




•
 
she is quick to ask forgiveness when she has overstepped the line.

















– origin

 Old English 
forgiefenes

 , from 
forgiefen

 (past participle of 
forgiefan

 ‘forgive’) + the noun suffix 
-nes

 .





forgiving

 
/fərˈɡiviNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ready and willing to forgive




•
 
Taylor was in a forgiving mood




•
 
he was definitely not inclined to be 
forgiving of

 anyone spearing his cattle.










2.
 
(of a thing) easy or safe to deal with




•
 
it's a good, comfortable, forgiving airplane.














II.
 
derivatives





forgivingly

 
/fərˈɡiviNGlē /






adverb






















forgo

 
/fôrˈɡō fərˈɡō /

 
forego





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
omit or decline to take (something pleasant or valuable); go without




•
 
she wanted to forgo the dessert and leave while they could.










2.
 
refrain from




•
 
we forgo any comparison between the two men.

















– origin

 Old English 
forgān

 (see for-
 , go
 1
 ).





forgot

 
/fərˈɡät/






past of forget
 .









forgotten

 
/fərˈɡätn/






past participle of forget
 .









forint

 
/ˈfôrint/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Hungary, equal to 100 filler.











– origin

 Hungarian, from Italian 
fiorino

 (see florin
 ).





fork

 
/fôrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement with two or more prongs used for lifting food to the mouth or holding it when cutting.




2.
 
a pronged tool used for digging or lifting in a garden or farm.




3.
 
a device, component, or part with two or more prongs, in particular




4.
 
a unit consisting of a pair of supports in which a bicycle or motorcycle wheel revolves.




5.
 
a flash of forked lightning.




6.
 
the point where something, especially a road or river, divides into two parts.




7.
 
either of the two parts where a road or river divides.




8.
 


[Chess]

 a simultaneous attack on two or more pieces by one piece.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a road or other route) divide into two parts




•
 
the place where the road forks.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take or constitute one part or the other at the point where a road or other route divides




•
 
a minor road forked left.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dig, lift, or manipulate (something) with a fork




•
 
fork in some compost.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chess]

 attack (two pieces) simultaneously with one piece.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





fork something over/out/up (or fork over/out/up)








‹informal›

 pay money for something, especially reluctantly.












IV.
 
derivatives





forkful

 
/ˈfôrkˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
forca

 , 
force

 (denoting an agricultural implement), based on Latin 
furca

 ‘pitchfork, forked stick’; reinforced in Middle English by Anglo-Norman French 
furke

 (also from Latin 
furca

 ).





forkball

 
/ˈfôrkbôl/






noun






[Baseball]

 a sinking pitch, released from between the widely spread index finger and middle finger.













Forkbeard, Sweyn

 
/ˈfôrkˌbi(ə)rd/






see Sweyn I
 .









forked

 
/fôrkt/





I.
 
adjective




having a divided or pronged end or branches; bifurcated




•
 
a deeply forked tail.














II.
 
phrases





with forked tongue








‹humorous›

 untruthfully; deceitfully.

















forked lightning

 
/fôrkt ˈlītniNG/






noun




lightning that is visible in the form of a branching line across the sky.













forklift

 
/ˈfôrklift/





I.
 
noun




a vehicle with a pronged device in front for lifting and carrying heavy loads.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lift and carry (a heavy load) with a forklift




•
 
blocks of compacted garbage being 
forklifted onto

 a trailer.



















forlorn

 
/fərˈlôrn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pitifully sad and abandoned or lonely




•
 
forlorn figures at bus stops.










2.
 
(of an aim or endeavor) unlikely to succeed or be fulfilled; hopeless




•
 
a forlorn attempt to escape.














II.
 
phrases





forlorn hope






a persistent or desperate hope that is unlikely to be fulfilled.

[mid 16th cent.: from Dutch 
verloren hoop

 ‘lost troop,’ from 
verloren

 (past participle of 
verliezen

 ‘lose’) and 
hoop

 ‘company’ (related to heap
 ). The phrase originally denoted a band of soldiers picked to begin an attack, many of whom would not survive; the current sense (mid 17th cent.) derives from a misunderstanding of the etymology.]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
forlornly

 
/fərˈlôrnlē /






adverb













2.
 
forlornness

 
/fərˈlôrnˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
forloren

 ‘depraved, morally abandoned,’ past participle of 
forlēosan

 ‘lose,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
verliezen

 and German 
verlieren

 , and ultimately to for-
 and lose
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the 16th cent.






form

 
/fôrm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the visible shape or configuration of something




•
 
the form, color, and texture of the tree.










2.
 
arrangement of parts; shape




•
 
the entities underlying physical form.










3.
 
the body or shape of a person or thing




•
 
his eyes scanned her slender form.










4.
 
arrangement and style in literary or musical composition




•
 
these videos are a triumph of form over content.










5.
 


[Philosophy]

 the essential nature of a species or thing, especially (in Plato's thought) regarded as an abstract ideal that real things imitate or participate in.




6.
 
a mold, frame, or block in or on which something is shaped.




7.
 
a temporary structure for holding fresh concrete in shape while it sets.




8.
 
a particular way in which a thing exists or appears; a manifestation




•
 
her obsession has taken the form of compulsive exercise.










9.
 
any of the ways in which a word may be spelled, pronounced, or inflected




•
 
an adjectival rather than adverbial form.










10.
 
the structure of a word, phrase, sentence, or discourse




•
 
every distinction in meaning is associated with a distinction in form.










11.
 
a type or variety of something




•
 
sponsorship is a form of advertising.










12.
 
an artistic or literary genre.




13.
 


[Botany]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below variety, which contains organisms differing from the typical kind in some trivial, frequently impermanent, character, e.g., a color variant.

Compare with subspecies
 and variety
 .




14.
 
the customary or correct method or procedure; what is usually done




•
 
an excessive concern for legal form and precedent.










15.
 
a set order of words; a formula.




16.
 
a formality or item of mere ceremony




•
 
the outward forms of religion.










17.
 
a printed document with blank spaces for information to be inserted




•
 
an application form.










18.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a class or year in a school, usually given a specifying number




•
 
the fifth form.










19.
 
the state of an athlete or sports team with regard to their current standard of performance




•
 
illness has affected his form




•
 
they've been 
in good form

 this season.










20.
 
details of previous performances by a racehorse or greyhound




•
 
an interested bystander studying the form.










21.
 


(Brit.)

 a long bench without a back.




22.
 


[Printing]

 
(chiefly US)

 variant spelling of forme
 .




23.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a hare's lair.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring together parts or combine to create (something)




•
 
the company was formed in 1982.










2.
 
(
form people/things into

 )
 — organize people or things into (a group or body)




•
 
peasants and miners were formed into a militia.










3.
 
go to make up or constitute




•
 
the precepts that form the basis of the book.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gradually appear or develop




•
 
a thick mist was forming all around.










5.
 
conceive (an idea or plan) in one's mind.




6.
 
enter into or contract (a relationship)




•
 
the women would form supportive friendships.










7.
 
articulate (a word, speech sound, or other linguistic unit).




8.
 
construct (a new word) by derivation or inflection.




9.
 
make or fashion into a certain shape or form




•
 


form

 the dough 
into

 balls.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
form into

 )
 — be made or fashioned into a certain shape or form




•
 
his strong features formed into a smile of pleasure.










11.
 
(
be formed

 )
 — have a specified shape




•
 
her body was slight and flawlessly formed.










12.
 
shape or develop by training or discipline.




13.
 
influence or shape (something abstract)




•
 
the role of the news media in forming public opinion.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in form






(of an athlete or sports team) playing or performing well.









2.
 
off form






(of an athlete or sports team) not playing or performing well.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
formability

 
/ˌfôrməˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
formable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
forme

 (noun), 
fo(u)rmer

 (verb, from Latin 
formare

 ‘to form’), both based on Latin 
forma

 ‘a mold or form.’






-form

 
-iform





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
having the form of




•
 
cruciform.










2.
 
having a particular number of




•
 
multiform.

















– origin

 from French 
-forme

 , from Latin 
-formis

 , from 
forma

 ‘form.’






formal

 
/ˈfôrməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done in accordance with rules of convention or etiquette; suitable for or constituting an official or important situation or occasion




•
 
a formal dinner party.










2.
 
(of a person or their manner) prim or stiff.




3.
 
of or denoting a style of writing or public speaking characterized by more elaborate grammatical structures and more conservative and technical vocabulary.




4.
 
(especially of a house or garden) arranged in a regular, classical, and symmetrical manner.




5.
 
officially sanctioned or recognized




•
 
a formal complaint.










6.
 
having a conventionally recognized form, structure, or set of rules




•
 
he had little formal education.










7.
 
of or concerned with outward form or appearance, especially as distinct from content or matter




•
 
I don't know enough about art to appreciate the purely formal qualities.










8.
 
having the form or appearance without the spirit




•
 
his sacrifice will be more formal than real.










9.
 
of or relating to linguistic or logical form as opposed to function or meaning.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an evening gown.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an occasion on which evening dress is worn.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
formalis

 , from 
forma

 ‘shape, mold’ (see form
 ).





formal cause






noun






[Philosophy]

 (in Aristotelian thought) the pattern that determines the form taken by something.














formaldehyde

 
/fôrˈmaldihīd fərmˈaldəˌhīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless pungent gas in solution made by oxidizing methanol.

[Alternative name: 
methanal

 ; chem. formula: CH2
 O.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of formic acid
 and aldehyde
 .





formalin

 
/ˈfôrməlin/





I.
 
noun




a colorless solution of formaldehyde in water, used chiefly as a preservative for biological specimens.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from formaldehyde
 + -in
 1
 .





formalism

 
/ˈfôrməˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
excessive adherence to prescribed forms




•
 
academic dryness and formalism.










2.
 
the use of forms of worship without regard to inner significance.




3.
 
the basing of ethics on the form of the moral law without regard to intention or consequences.




4.
 
concern or excessive concern with form and technique rather than content in artistic creation.




5.
 
(in the theater) a symbolic and stylized manner of production.




6.
 
the treatment of mathematics as a manipulation of meaningless symbols.




7.
 
a description of something in formal mathematical or logical terms.













formalist

 
/ˈfôrmələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who adheres excessively to prescribed forms




•
 
to the strict formalist, the law is the law.










2.
 
a follower or advocate of the basing of ethics on the form of the moral law without regard to intention or consequences.




3.
 
an artist who is excessively concerned with form, technique, or symbolism rather than content




•
 
a conventional formalist who would reduce painting to its essential qualities.










4.
 
an advocate of the treatment of mathematics as a manipulation of meaningless symbols.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or supporting principles of formalism




•
 
formalist arguments




•
 
his is a formalist approach, describing the art in terms of composition and content.














III.
 
derivatives





formalistic

 
/ˌfôrməˈlistik /






adjective





















formality

 
/fôrˈmalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rigid observance of rules of convention or etiquette




•
 
he retained the formality of his social background.










2.
 
stiffness of behavior or style




•
 
with disconcerting formality, the brothers shook hands.










3.
 
(usu. 
formalities

 )
 — a thing that is done simply to comply with requirements of etiquette, regulations, or custom




•
 
legal formalities.










4.
 
(
a formality

 )
 — something that is done as a matter of course and without question; an inevitability




•
 
her saying no was just a formality, and both of them knew it.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘accordance with legal rules or conventions’): from French 
formalité

 or medieval Latin 
formalitas

 , from 
formalis

 (see formal
 ).





formalize

 
/ˈfôrməˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something) legal or formal status.




2.
 
give (something) a definite structure or shape




•
 
we became able to formalize our thoughts.














II.
 
derivatives





formalization

 
/ˌfôrmələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌfôrməlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















formal logic






noun




logic based on argument involving deductively necessary relationships and including the use of syllogisms and mathematical symbols.













formally

 
/ˈfôrməlē/






adverb



1.
 
in accordance with the rules of convention or etiquette




•
 
he was formally attired.










2.
 
officially




•
 
the mayor will formally open the new railroad station.










3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in outward form or appearance; in theory




•
 
the theorems in question are formally true.










4.
 
in terms of form or structure




•
 
formally complex types of text.



















formalwear

 
/ˈfôrməlwer/






noun




clothing, such as tuxedos and evening gowns, for formal social occasions.













Forman, Milos

 
/ˈfôrmən/






(1932–), US movie director; born 
Jan Tomáš Forman

 in Czechoslovakia. He made 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

 (1975), which won five Academy Awards, and 
Amadeus

 (1984), which won eight Academy Awards, including that for best director.









formant

 
/ˈfôrmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 each of several prominent bands of frequency that determine the phonetic quality of a vowel.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
formant-

 ‘forming,’ from the verb 
formare

 .





format

 
/ˈfôrˌmat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way in which something is arranged or set out




•
 
the format of the funeral service.










2.
 
the shape, size, and presentation of a book or periodical.




3.
 
the medium in which a sound recording is made available




•
 
the album is available as a CD as well as on LP and cassette formats.










4.
 


[Computing]

 a defined structure for the processing, storage, or display of data




•
 
a data file in binary format.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially in computing) arrange or put into a format.




2.
 
prepare (a storage medium) to receive data.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French and German from Latin 
formatus (liber

 ) ‘shaped (book),’ past participle of 
formare

 ‘to form.’





formate

 
/ˈfôrmāt/






noun




a salt or ester of formic acid.













formation

 
/fôrˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of forming or process of being formed




•
 
the formation of the Great Rift Valley.










2.
 
a structure or arrangement of something




•
 
a cloud formation.










3.
 
a formal arrangement of aircraft in flight or troops




•
 
a battle formation




•
 
the helicopters hovered overhead 
in formation

 .










4.
 


[Geology]

 an assemblage of rocks or series of strata having some common characteristic.








II.
 
derivatives





formational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
formation-

 , from 
formare

 ‘to form’ (see form
 ).





formative

 
/ˈfôrmədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving to form something, especially having a profound and lasting influence on a person's development




•
 
his formative years.










2.
 
of or relating to a person's development




•
 
a formative assessment.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to any of the smallest meaningful units that are used to form words in a language, typically combining forms and inflections.








II.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a formative element.








III.
 
derivatives





formatively






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
formatif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
formativus

 , from Latin 
formare

 ‘to form’ (see form
 ).





form class






noun






[Linguistics]

 a class of linguistic forms with grammatical or syntactic features in common; a part of speech or subset of a part of speech.













form criticism






noun




analysis of the Bible by tracing the history of its content of parables, psalms, and other literary forms.













form drag






noun






[Aeronautics]

 that part of the drag on an airfoil that arises from its shape. It varies according to the angle of attack and can be decreased by streamlining.














forme

 
/fôrm/






noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a body of type secured in a chase for printing.




2.
 


[Printing]

 a quantity of film arranged for making a plate.














former1


 
/ˈfôrmər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having previously filled a particular role or been a particular thing




•
 
her former boyfriend.










2.
 
of or occurring in the past or an earlier period




•
 
in former times.










3.
 
(
the former

 )
 — denoting the first or first mentioned of two people or things




•
 
those who take the former view




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
the powers of the former are more comprehensive than those of the latter.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
forma

 (see foremost
 ) + -er
 2
 . / 
usage:

 Traditionally, 
former

 and 
latter

 are used in relation to pairs of items: either the first of two items (
former

 ) or the second of two items (
latter

 ). The reason for this is that 
former

 and 
latter

 were formed as comparatives, and comparatives are correctly used with reference to just two things, while a superlative is used where there are more than two things. (So, for example, strictly speaking one should say the 
longest

 of the 
three

 books but the 
longer

 of the 
two

 books.) In practice, 
former

 and 
latter

 are now sometimes used just as synonyms for 
first

 and 
last

 and are routinely used to refer to a contrast involving more than two items. Such uses, however, are not acceptable in good English style. Therefore, if you're referring to winter, spring, and summer, for example, it would be correct to say I find the 
last

 most enjoyable, not I find the 
latter

 most enjoyable.





former2


 
/ˈfôrmər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that forms something


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an opinion-former.










2.
 
a transverse strengthening part in an aircraft wing or fuselage.




3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a person in a particular school year




•
 
fifth-formers.



















formerly

 
/ˈfôrmərlē/






adverb




in the past; in earlier times




•
 
Mumbai, formerly Bombay




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
the building formerly housed their accounting offices.



















form factor






noun



1.
 
a mathematical factor that compensates for irregularity in the shape of an object, usually the ratio between its volume and that of a regular object of the same breadth and height.




2.
 
the physical size and shape of a piece of computer hardware.













formfitting

 
/ˈfôrmˌfidiNG/






adjective




(of clothing) fitting the body snugly, so that its shape is clearly visible: said of clothing




•
 
she wore a formfitting dress.



















form genus






noun






[Paleontology]

 a classificatory category used for fossils that are similar in appearance but cannot be reliably assigned to an established animal or plant genus, such as fossil parts of organisms and trace fossils.













Formica

 
/fôrˈmīkə fərˈmīkə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a hard durable plastic laminate used for countertops, cupboard doors, and other surfaces.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.






formic acid

 
/ˌfôrmik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless irritant volatile acid made catalytically from carbon monoxide and steam. It is present in the fluid emitted by some ants.

[Alternative name: 
methanoic acid

 ; chem. formula: HCOOH.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
formic

 from Latin 
formica

 ‘ant.’





formicary

 
/ˈfôrməˌkerē /

 
formicarium





I.
 
noun




an ant's nest, especially one in an artificial container for purposes of study.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
formica

 ‘ant.’





formication

 
/ˌfôrməˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a sensation like insects crawling over the skin.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
formicatio(n-)

 , from 
formicare

 ‘crawl like an ant’ (said of the pulse or skin), from 
formica

 ‘ant.’





formidable

 
/ˈfôrmədəb(ə)l fərˈmidəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




inspiring fear or respect through being impressively large, powerful, intense, or capable




•
 
a formidable opponent.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
formidableness






noun













2.
 
formidably

 
/ˈfôrmədəblē fərˈmidəblē fôrˈmidəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
formidabilis

 , from 
formidare

 ‘to fear.’ / 
usage:

 The preferred pronunciation of 
formidable

 is with the stress on 
for-

 , although the stress is sometimes heard on the second syllable (in Britain more than in the US).





formless

 
/ˈfôrmləs/





I.
 
adjective




without a clear or definite shape or structure




•
 
a dark and formless idea.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
formlessly






adverb













2.
 
formlessness






noun





















form letter






noun




a standardized letter to deal with frequently occurring matters.













Formosa

 
/fôrˈmōsə/





I.
 
former name of Taiwan
 .







– origin

 Portuguese, literally ‘beautiful.’






formula

 
/ˈfôrmyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 formulas or formulae )
 — a mathematical relationship or rule expressed in symbols.




2.
 
(also 
chemical formula

 )
 — a set of chemical symbols showing the elements present in a compound and their relative proportions, and in some cases the structure of the compound.

See empirical formula
 , molecular formula
 , structural formula
 .




3.
 
(
pl.

 formulas)
 — a fixed form of words, especially one used in particular contexts or as a conventional usage




•
 
a legal formula.










4.
 
a method, statement, or procedure for achieving something, especially reconciling different aims or positions




•
 
the forlorn hope of finding a peace formula.










5.
 
a rule or style unintelligently or slavishly followed


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
one of those formula tunes.










6.
 
a statement that formally enunciates a religious doctrine.




7.
 
a stock epithet, phrase, or line repeated for various effects in literary composition, especially epic poetry.




8.
 
(
pl.

 formulas)
 — a list of ingredients for or constituents of something




•
 
the soft drink company closely guards its secret formula.










9.
 
a formulation




•
 
an original coal tar formula that helps prevent dandruff.










10.
 
an infant's liquid food preparation based on cow's milk or soy protein, given as a substitute for breast milk.




11.
 
(usually followed by a number) a classification of race car, especially by engine capacity.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘fixed form of words (for use on ceremonial or social occasions)’): from Latin, diminutive of 
forma

 ‘shape, mold.’





formulaic

 
/ˌfôrmyəˈlāik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
constituting or containing a verbal formula or set form of words




•
 
a formulaic greeting.










2.
 
produced in accordance with a slavishly followed rule or style; predictable




•
 
much romantic fiction is stylized, formulaic, and unrealistic.














II.
 
derivatives





formulaically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















Formula One






noun






‹trademark›

 an international form of auto racing, whose races are called Grand Prix.













formularize

 
/ˈfôrmyələˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) formulaic or predictable




•
 
their stage shows have become a little formularized.



















formulary

 
/ˈfôrmyəˌlerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of formulas or set forms, especially for use in religious ceremonies.




2.
 
an official list giving details of medicines that may be prescribed.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or using officially prescribed formulas.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the noun from French 
formulaire

 or medieval Latin 
formularius (liber

 ) ‘(book) of formulae,’ from Latin 
formula

 (see formula
 ); the adjective (early 18th cent.) is directly from formula
 .





formulate

 
/ˈfôrmyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create or devise methodically (a strategy or a proposal)




•
 
economists and statisticians were needed to help formulate economic policy.










2.
 
express (an idea) in a concise or systematic way




•
 
the argument is sufficiently clear that it can be formulated mathematically.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
formulable

 
/-ləbəl /






adjective













2.
 
formulator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from formula
 + -ate
 3
 , on the pattern of French 
formuler

 , from medieval Latin 
formulare

 .





formulation

 
/ˌfôrmyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of devising or creating something




•
 
the formulation of foreign policy.










2.
 
a particular expression of an idea, thought, or theory.




3.
 
a material or mixture prepared according to a particular formula.













formyl

 
/ˈfôrmil/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the acyl radical —CHO, derived from formic acid




•
 
N-formyl methionine.



















Fornax

 
/ˈfôrnaks /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous southern constellation (the Furnace), near Eridanus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Fornacis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Fornacis.













– origin

 Latin.





fornicate

 
/ˈfôrnəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 (of two people not married to each other) have sexual intercourse.








II.
 
derivatives





fornicator

 
/ˈfôrnəˌkādər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as 
fornication

 ): from ecclesiastical Latin 
fornicat-

 ‘arched,’ from 
fornicari

 , from Latin 
fornix

 , 
fornic-

 ‘vaulted chamber,’ later ‘brothel.’





fornication

 
/ˌfôrnəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 sexual intercourse between people not married to each other




•
 
laws forbidding adultery and fornication.



















fornix

 
/ˈfôrniks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a vaulted or arched structure in the body, in particular




2.
 
(also 
fornix cerebri

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a triangular area of white matter in the mammalian brain between the hippocampus and the hypothalamus.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘arch, vaulted chamber.’





for-profit

 
/fərˈpräfət/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting an organization that operates to make a profit, especially one (such as a hospital or school) that would more typically be nonprofit.













Forrest, Nathan Bedford

 
/ˈfôrəst, ˈfär-/






(1821–77), Confederate cavalry officer. He led a massacre of 300 black Union soldiers at the surrender of Fort Pillow, Tennessee, in April 1864. After the Civil War, he was an early leader of the Ku Klux Klan.









forsake

 
/fərˈsāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 abandon (someone or something)




•
 
he would never forsake Tara.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 renounce or give up (something valued or pleasant)




•
 
I won't forsake my vegetarian principles.














II.
 
derivatives





forsaker






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
forsacan

 ‘renounce, refuse’; related to Dutch 
verzaken

 , and ultimately to for-
 and sake
 1
 .





forsaken

 
/fərˈsākən/





I.
 
adjective




abandoned or deserted




•
 
a journey into forgotten and forsaken places.














II.
 
derivatives





forsakenness






noun





















forsooth

 
/fərˈso͞oTH/





I.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 indeed (often used ironically or to express surprise or indignation)




•
 
forsooth, there is no one I trust more.

















– origin

 Old English 
forsōth

 (see for
 , sooth
 ).





Forster, E. M.

 
/ˈfôrstər/






(1879–1970), English novelist and literary critic; full name 
Edward Morgan Forster

 . His novels include 
A Room with a View

 (1908) and 
A Passage to India

 (1924).









forsterite

 
/ˈfôrstəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a magnesium-rich variety of olivine, occurring as white, yellow, or green crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of J. R. 
Forster

 (1729–98), German naturalist, + -ite
 1
 .





forswear

 
/fôrˈswer/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 agree to give up or do without (something)




•
 
he would never forswear the religion of his people.










2.
 
(
forswear oneself/be forsworn

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 swear falsely; commit perjury




•
 
I swore that I would lead us safely home and I do not mean to be forsworn.

















– origin

 Old English 
forswerian

 (see for-
 , swear
 ).





Forsyth, Frederick

 
/ˈfôrˌsīTH/






(1938–), English novelist. He is known for political thrillers such as 
The Day of the Jackal

 (1971), 
The Odessa File

 (1972), 
The Fourth Protocol

 (1984), and 
The Afghan

 (2006).









forsythia

 
/fərˈsiTHēə fôrˈsiTHēə/





I.
 
noun




a widely cultivated ornamental Eurasian shrub whose bright yellow flowers appear in early spring before the leaves.

[Genus 
Forsythia

 , family 
Oleaceae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after William 
Forsyth

 (1737–1804), Scottish botanist and horticulturalist, said to have introduced the shrub into Britain from China.





fort

 
/fôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fortified building or strategic position.




2.
 
a permanent army post.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a trading post.

[so named because such establishments were originally fortified.]








II.
 
phrases





hold the fort






see hold
 1
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fort

 or Italian 
forte

 , from Latin 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





fort.






abbreviation



1.
 
fortification.




2.
 
fortified.













Fortaleza

 
/ˌfôrdlˈāzə/






a port in northeastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 2,431,415 (2007).









fortalice

 
/ˈfôrdələs/





I.
 
noun




a small fort, fortified house, or outwork of fortification.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
fortalitia, -itium

 , from Latin 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





Fortas, Abe

 
/ˈfôrtəs/






(1910–82), US Supreme Court associate justice 1965–69. Criticized for his financial dealings with a known criminal, he was the first justice ever forced to resign by public criticism.









Fort Collins

 
/ˌfôrt ˈkälinz/






a commercial and industrial city in north central Colorado, home to Colorado State University; pop. 136,509 (est. 2008).









Fort-de-France

 
/ˌfôrdəˈfrans/






the capital of Martinique; pop. 93,000 (est. 2007).









Fort Dodge

 
/ˌfôrt ˈdäj/






a commercial and mining city in northwestern Iowa; pop. 25,180 (est. 2008).










forte1


 
/ˈfôrˌtā fôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing at which someone excels




•
 
small talk was not his forte.










2.
 


[Fencing]

 the stronger part of a sword blade, from the hilt to the middle.

Compare with foible
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2; originally as 
fort

 ): from French 
fort

 (masculine), 
forte

 (feminine) ‘strong,’ from Latin 
fortis

 .






forte2


 
/ˈfôrˌtā fôrt /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) loud or loudly.








II.
 
noun




a passage performed or marked to be performed loudly.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘strong, loud,’ from Latin 
fortis

 .





Fortean

 
/ˈfôrdēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting paranormal phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives





Forteana

 
/ˌfôrtēˈanə /






plural noun



















– origin

 1970s: from the name of Charles H. 
Fort

 (1874–1932), American student of paranormal phenomena.





fortepiano

 
/fôːrtāˈpyanō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a piano, especially of the kind made in the 18th and early 19th centuries.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from forte
 2
 + piano
 2
 .





forte piano

 
/ˌfôrtā pēˈanō, pēˈänō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) loud and then immediately soft.











– origin

 Italian.






forth

 
/fôrTH/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 out from a starting point and forward or into view




•
 
the plants will bush out, putting forth fresh shoots.










2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 onward in time




•
 


from that day forth

 he gave me endless friendship.














II.
 
phrases





and so forth






see so
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
voort

 and German 
fort

 , from an Indo-European root shared by fore-
 .





Forth

 
/fôrTH/






a river in central Scotland that rises on Ben Lomond and flows east into the North Sea.









Forth, Firth of






the estuary of the Forth River in Scotland, spanned by a cantilevered railroad bridge and a highway suspension bridge.









forthcoming

 
/fôrTHˈkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
planned for or about to happen in the near future




•
 
the forthcoming baseball season.










2.
 
[
predic.

 often with 
negative

 ]
 — (of something required) ready or made available when wanted or needed




•
 
financial support was not forthcoming.










3.
 
(of a person) willing to divulge information




•
 
their daughter had never been forthcoming about her time in Europe.














II.
 
derivatives





forthcomingness






noun





















forthright

 
/ˈfôrTHˌrīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their manner or speech) direct and outspoken; straightforward and honest




•
 
his most forthright attack yet on the reforms.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 proceeding directly forward.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 directly forward.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 immediately.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
forthrightly






adverb













2.
 
forthrightness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
forthriht

 ‘straightforward, directly’ (see forth
 , right
 ).





forthwith

 
/fôrTHˈwiTH/





I.
 
adverb




(especially in official use) immediately; without delay




•
 
we undertake to pay forthwith the money required.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘along with, at the same time’): partly from earlier 
forthwithal

 , partly representing 
forth with

 used alone without a following noun.





fortification

 
/ˌfôrdəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
fortifications

 )


1.
 
a defensive wall or other reinforcement built to strengthen a place against attack.




2.
 
the action of fortifying or process of being fortified




•
 
the fortification of the frontiers.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from late Latin 
fortificatio(n-)

 , from 
fortificare

 (see fortify
 ).






fortify

 
/ˈfôrdəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen (a place) with defensive works so as to protect it against attack




•
 
the whole town was heavily fortified




•
 (as 
adj.

 
fortified

 )
 
a fortified manor house.










2.
 
strengthen or invigorate (someone) mentally or physically




•
 
I was fortified by the knowledge that I was in a sympathetic house.










3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
fortified

 )
 — strengthen (a drink) with alcohol




•
 
fortified wine.










4.
 
increase the nutritive value of (food), especially with vitamins.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fortifiable

 
/ˈfôrdəˌfīəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
fortifier






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
fortifier

 , from late Latin 
fortificare

 , from Latin 
fortis

 ‘strong.’






fortis

 
/ˈfôrdəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant, in particular a voiceless consonant) strongly articulated, especially more so than another consonant articulated in the same place.

The opposite of lenis
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘strong.’





fortissimo

 
/fôrˈtisəˌmō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) very loud or loudly.








II.
 
noun




a passage marked to be performed very loudly.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
fortissimus

 ‘very strong.’





fortitude

 
/ˈfôrdəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




courage in pain or adversity




•
 
she endured her illness with great fortitude.

















– origin

 Middle English: via French from Latin 
fortitudo

 , from 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





Fort Knox

 
/ˌfôrt ˈnäks/






a US military reservation in Kentucky, noted as the site of the depository, which was built in 1936, that holds the bulk of the nation's gold bullion in its vaults.










Fort Lamy

 
/ˌfôr ləˈmē/






former name (until 1973) for N'Djamena
 .









Fort Lauderdale

 
/ˌfôrt ˈlôdərdāl/






a resort, commercial, and industrial city in southeastern Florida, north of Miami; pop. 183,126 (est. 2008).









Fort Lee

 
/ˌfôrt ˈlē/






a commercial and residential borough in northeastern New Jersey, across the Hudson River from New York City; pop. 36,275 (est. 2008).









Fort McHenry

 
/ˌfôrt məkˈhenrē/






a historic site in the harbor of Baltimore in Maryland, scene of an 1812 British siege that inspired Francis Scott Key to write “The Star Spangled Banner.”









Fort Myers

 
/ˌfôrt ˈmī-ərz/






a resort and commercial city in southwestern Florida; pop. 65,394 (est. 2008).









fortnight

 
/ˈfôrtˌnīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a period of two weeks.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used after the name of a day to indicate that something will take place two weeks after that day.











– origin

 Old English 
fēowertīene niht

 ‘fourteen nights.’





fortnightly

 
/ˈfôrtˌnītlē /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
adjective




happening or produced every two weeks




•
 
a fortnightly bulletin.














II.
 
adverb




every two weeks




•
 
evening classes will run fortnightly.














III.
 
noun




a magazine or similar publication issued every two weeks.













Fort Pierce

 
/ˌfôrt ˈpirs/






a resort and port city in east central Florida; pop. 40,885 (est. 2008).









Fortran

 
/ˈfôrˌtran /

 
FORTRAN





I.
 
noun




a high-level computer programming language used especially for scientific computation.











– origin

 1950s: contraction of 
formula translation

 .





fortress

 
/ˈfôrtrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military stronghold, especially a strongly fortified town fit for a large garrison.




2.
 
a heavily protected and impenetrable building.




3.
 


‹figurative›

 a person or thing not susceptible to outside influence or disturbance




•
 
he had proved himself to be a fortress of moral rectitude.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
forteresse

 ‘strong place,’ based on Latin 
fortis

 ‘strong.’





Fort Smith

 
/ˌfôrt ˈsmiTH/






an industrial city in western Arkansas, on the Arkansas River; pop. 84,716 (est. 2008).









Fort Sumter

 
/ˌfôrt ˈsəmtər/






a historic site in the mouth of the harbor of Charleston in South Carolina. Confederate forces fired on US troops here in April 1861, beginning the Civil War.









fortuitous

 
/fôrˈto͞oədəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening by accident or chance rather than design




•
 
the similarity between the paintings may not be simply fortuitous.










2.
 


‹informal›

 happening by a lucky chance; fortunate




•
 
from a cash standpoint, the company's timing is fortuitous.














II.
 
derivatives





fortuitousness

 
/fôrˈto͞oədəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fortuitus

 , from 
forte

 ‘by chance,’ from 
fors

 ‘chance, luck.’ / 
usage:

 The traditional, etymological meaning of 
fortuitous

 is ‘happening by chance’: a 
fortuitous

 meeting is a chance meeting, which might turn out to be either a good thing or a bad thing. In modern uses, however, 
fortuitous

 tends more often to be used to refer to fortunate outcomes, and the word has become more or less a synonym for ‘lucky’ or ‘fortunate.’ This use is frowned upon as being not etymologically correct and is best avoided except in informal contexts.





fortuitously

 
/fôrˈto͞oədəslē/






adverb



1.
 
by chance rather than intention




•
 
he fortuitously ended up in Detroit when his car broke down.










2.
 
by a lucky chance; fortunately




•
 
my arrival appears to be fortuitously timed.



















fortuity

 
/fôrˈto͞oədē/






noun



1.
 
a chance occurrence.




2.
 
the state of being controlled by chance rather than design.













fortunate

 
/ˈfôrCH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
favored by or involving good luck or fortune; lucky


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she'd been fortunate to escape more serious injury




•
 


it was fortunate that

 the weather was good.










2.
 
auspicious or favorable




•
 
a most fortunate match for our daughter.










3.
 
materially well-off; prosperous




•
 
less fortunate children still converged on the soup kitchens.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fortunatus

 , from 
fortuna

 (see fortune
 ).





fortunately

 
/ˈfôrCH(ə)nətlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
it is fortunate that




•
 
fortunately, no shots were fired and no one was hurt.




















fortune

 
/ˈfôrCHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
chance or luck as an external, arbitrary force affecting human affairs




•
 
some malicious act of fortune keeps them separate.










2.
 
luck, especially good luck




•
 
this astounding piece of good fortune that has befallen me.










3.
 
(
fortunes

 )
 — the success or failure of a person or enterprise over a period of time or in the course of a particular activity




•
 
he is credited with turning around the company's fortunes.










4.
 
a large amount of money or assets




•
 
he eventually inherited a substantial fortune.










5.
 
(
a fortune

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a surprisingly high price or amount of money




•
 
I spent a fortune on drink and drugs.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
fortune favors the brave








‹proverb›

 a successful person is often one who is willing to take risks.









2.
 
the fortunes of war






the unpredictable, haphazard events of war.









3.
 
make a (or one's) fortune






acquire great wealth by one's own efforts.









4.
 
a small fortune








‹informal›

 a large amount of money.









5.
 
tell someone's fortune






make predictions about a person's future by palmistry, using a crystal ball, reading tarot cards, or similar divining methods.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
Fortuna

 , the name of a goddess personifying luck or chance.





Fortune 500






noun






‹trademark›

 an annual list of the five hundred most profitable US industrial corporations.













fortune cookie

 
/ˈfôrCHən ˌko͝okē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thin folded cookie containing a slip of paper with a prediction or aphorism written on it, served in Chinese restaurants.













fortune hunter

 
/ˈfôrCHən ˌhən(t)ər/






noun




a person who seeks to become rich through marrying someone wealthy.













fortune teller





I.
 
noun




a person who is supposedly able to predict a person's future by palmistry, using a crystal ball, or similar methods.




•
 
he went to a fortune teller to ask for advice.














II.
 
derivatives





fortune telling

 
/ˈfôrCHən ˌteliNG /






noun





















Fort Wayne

 
/ˌfôrt ˈwān/






an industrial and commercial city in northeastern Indiana; pop. 251,591 (est. 2008).









Fort Worth

 
/ˌfôrt ˈwərTH/






a city in northern Texas, on the Trinity River, west of Dallas; pop. 703,073 (est. 2008).









forty

 
/ˈfôrdē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xl

 or 
XL

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of four and ten; ten less than fifty; 40




•
 
Troy was only forty miles away




•
 
forty were arrested




•
 
there were about thirty or forty of them.










2.
 
(
forties

 )
 — the numbers from forty to forty-nine, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
Terry was in his early forties.










3.
 
forty years old




•
 
a tall woman of about forty.










4.
 
forty miles an hour




•
 
they were doing about forty.














II.
 
phrases





forty winks








‹informal›

 a short sleep or nap, especially during the day.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fortieth

 
/ˈfôrdēiTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
fortyfold

 
/-ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
fēowertig

 (see four
 , -ty
 2
 ).





forty-five

 
/fôrdēˈfīv/






noun



1.
 
a phonograph record played at 45 rpm; a single.




2.
 
(often .
45

 )
 — 

(US)

 a 45-caliber revolver.













forty-niner

 
/ˌfôrdēˈnīnər/






noun




a prospector in the California gold rush of 1849.













forty-ninth parallel






the parallel of latitude 49° north of the equator, especially referred to as the boundary between Canada and the US west of Lake of the Woods.










forum

 
/ˈfôrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place, meeting, or medium where ideas and views on a particular issue can be exchanged




•
 
it will be 
a forum for

 consumers to exchange their views on medical research.










2.
 
an Internet site where users can post comments about a particular issue or topic and reply to other users' postings; a message board.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a court or tribunal.




4.
 
(
pl.

 fora )
 — (in an ancient Roman city) a public square or marketplace used for judicial and other business.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Latin, literally ‘what is out of doors,’ originally denoting an enclosure surrounding a house; related to 
fores

 ‘(outside) door.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





forumite

 
/ˈfôrəmīt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who posts comments in a particular Internet forum, typically on a regular basis




•
 
Spencer has gone from hero to zero with some forumites in recent weeks.

















– origin

 1990sː from forum
 + -ite
 1
 .






forward

 
/ˈfôrwərd/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward the front; in the direction that one is facing or traveling




•
 
he started up the engine and the car moved forward




•
 
Lori leaned forward over the table.










2.
 
in, near, or toward the bow or nose of a ship or aircraft.




3.
 
in the normal order or sequence




•
 
the number was the same backward as forward.










4.
 
onward so as to make progress; toward a successful conclusion




•
 
there's no way forward for the relationship.










5.
 
into a position of prominence or notice




•
 
he is pushing forward a political ally.










6.
 
toward the future; ahead in time




•
 
from that day forward, the assembly was at odds with us.










7.
 
to an earlier time




•
 
the special issue has been moved forward to winter.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
directed or facing toward the front or the direction that one is facing or traveling




•
 
forward flight




•
 
the pilot's forward view.










2.
 
positioned near the enemy lines




•
 
troops moved to the forward areas.










3.
 
(in sports) moving toward the opponents' goal




•
 
a forward pass.










4.
 
in, near, or toward the bow or nose of a ship or aircraft.




5.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a voltage applied to a semiconductor junction) in the direction that allows significant current to flow.




6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — relating to or concerned with the future




•
 
a twelve-month forward forecast.










7.
 
moving or tending onward to a successful conclusion




•
 
the decision is a forward step.










8.
 
developing or acting earlier than expected or required; advanced or precocious




•
 
an alarmingly forward yet painfully vulnerable child.










9.
 
(of a person) bold or familiar in manner, especially in a presumptuous way.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
an attacking player in basketball, hockey, or other sports.




2.
 


[Football]

 an offensive or defensive lineman.




3.
 
(
forwards

 )
 — 

[Finance]

 short for forward contract
 .








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a letter or email) on to a further destination


(as 
adj.

 
forwarding

 )


•
 
a forwarding address.










2.
 
hand over or send (an official document)




•
 
their final report was forwarded to the Commanding Officer.










3.
 
dispatch (goods)


(as 
adj.

 
forwarding

 )


•
 
a freight forwarding company.










4.
 
help to advance (something); promote




•
 
the scientists are forwarding the development of biotechnology.














V.
 
phrases





take something forward






take responsibility for dealing with a task or developing a project




•
 
he's designed a potentially successful product and we're doing all we can to help him take it forward.


















VI.
 
derivatives





forwardly

 
/ˈfôrwərdlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
forweard

 (in the sense ‘toward the future,’ as in 
from this day forward

 ), variant of 
forthweard

 (see forth
 , -ward
 ).






forward contract






noun






[Finance]

 an informal agreement traded through a broker-dealer network to buy and sell specified assets, typically currency, at a specified price at a certain future date.

Compare with futures contract
 .













forwarder1


 
/ˈfôrwərdər/






noun




a person or organization that supervises the dispatch and delivery of goods, especially by making banking and insurance arrangements and completing required documents.













forwarder2


 
/ˈfôrwərdər/






adjective, adverb






‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 further forward; more advanced




•
 
time was drawing on and we were no forwarder.



















forward-looking

 
/ˈfôrwərd ˌlo͝okiNG /

 
forward-thinking






adjective




favoring innovation and development; progressive.













forwardness

 
/ˈfôrwərdnəs/






noun




boldness or overfamiliarity in manner




•
 
he was taken aback by the girl's forwardness.



















forward pass






noun






[Football]

 a pass thrown from behind the line of scrimmage in a forward direction, toward the opponent's goal.













forward slash






noun




a slash (/), especially as used in website addresses and computer commands (in contrast to backslash
 )




•
 
most modern web browsers will replace an incorrect backslash in a URL with the correct forward slash.



















forwent

 
/fôrˈwent/






past of forgo
 .









FOS






abbreviation




free on steamer.













Fosbury, Dick

 
/ˈfäzˌberē/






(1947–), US high jumper; full name 
Richard Douglas Fosbury

 . He originated the now standard style of jumping known as the “Fosbury flop,” in which the jumper clears the bar head first and backward. In 1968, he won the Olympic gold medal using this technique.









FOSS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 free and open-source software




•
 
FOSS has worked well for some categories of software, but not for others.




















fossa1


 
/ˈfäsə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a shallow depression or hollow.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘ditch,’ feminine past participle of 
fodere

 ‘to dig.’





fossa2


 
/ˈfäsə/





I.
 
noun




a large nocturnal reddish-brown catlike mammal of the civet family, found in the rain forests of Madagascar.

[
Cryptoprocta ferox

 , family 
Viverridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Malagasy 
fosa

 .





fosse

 
/fäs/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a long narrow trench or excavation, especially in a fortification.











– origin

 late Old English, via Old French from Latin 
fossa

 (see fossa
 1
 ).





Fosse, Bob

 
/ˈfôsē, ˈfäsē/






(1927–87), US jazz dancer and choreographer; full name 
Robert Louis Fosse

 . He directed and choreographed Broadway musicals such as 
Pajama Game

 (1954) and 
Redhead

 (1958), and movies such as 
Cabaret

 (1972) and 
All That Jazz

 (1979). 
Fosse

 (1999), a Broadway musical, was dedicated to him.









fossick

 
/ˈfäsik/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 rummage; search




•
 
he spent years 
fossicking through

 documents.










2.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 search for gold in abandoned workings.








II.
 
derivatives





fossicker

 
/ˈfäsikər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (referring to mining): probably from the English dialect sense ‘obtain by asking’ (i.e., ‘ferret out’).






fossil

 
/ˈfäsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the remains or impression of a prehistoric organism preserved in petrified form or as a mold or cast in rock.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 an antiquated or stubbornly unchanging person or thing




•
 
he can be a cantankerous old fossil at times.










3.
 
a word or phrase that has become obsolete except in set phrases or forms, e.g., 
hue

 in 
hue and cry

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a fossilized fish found, and believed to have lived, underground): from French 
fossile

 , from Latin 
fossilis

 ‘dug up,’ from 
fodere

 ‘dig.’





fossil fuel

 
/ˈfäsəl ˈˌfyo͞o(ə)l/






noun




a natural fuel such as coal or gas, formed in the geological past from the remains of living organisms.













fossil ivory






noun




ivory from the tusks of a mammoth.













fossilize

 
/ˈfäsəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be fossilized

 )


1.
 
preserve (an organism) so that it becomes a fossil




•
 
the hard parts of the body are readily fossilized.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become a fossil




•
 
flowers do not readily fossilize.










3.
 
become or cause to become antiquated, fixed, or incapable of change or development.








II.
 
derivatives





fossilization

 
/ˌfäsələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌfäsəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















fossilized

 
/ˈfäsəˌlīzd/






adjective



1.
 
preserved to become a fossil




•
 
a fossilized bone




•
 
fossilized human remains.










2.
 
archaic and incapable of change




•
 
a faltering economy and a fossilized political system.



















fossorial

 
/fäˈsôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) burrowing.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of limbs) adapted for use in burrowing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
fossorius

 (from Latin 
fossor

 ‘digger,’ from 
fodere

 ‘to dig’) + -al
 .






foster

 
/ˈfôstər ˈfästər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
encourage or promote the development of (something, typically something regarded as good)




•
 
the teacher's task is to foster learning.










2.
 
develop (a feeling or idea) in oneself




•
 
appropriate praise helps a child foster a sense of self-worth.










3.
 
bring up (a child that is not one's own by birth).








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting someone that has a specified family connection through fostering rather than birth




•
 
foster parent




•
 
foster child.










2.
 
involving or concerned with fostering a child




•
 
foster care




•
 
foster home.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fosterage

 
/ˈfästərij /






noun













2.
 
fosterer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fōstrian

 ‘feed, nourish,’ from 
fōster

 ‘food, nourishment,’ of Germanic origin; related to food
 . The sense ‘bring up another's (originally also one's own) child’ dates from Middle English.





Foster, Jodie

 
/ˈfôstər, ˈfäs-/






(1962–), US actress; born 
Alicia Christian Foster

 . Notable movies: 
Taxi Driver

 (1976), 
The Accused

 (1988), 
Silence of the Lambs

 (1991), and 
Nell

 (1994).









Foster, Stephen






(1826–64), US composer; full name 
Stephen Collins Foster

 . He wrote more than 200 songs and, although a Northerner, was best known for songs that purported to capture the Southern plantation spirit, such as 
“Oh! Susannah”

 (1848), 
“Camptown Races”

 (1850), and 
“Old Folks at Home”

 (1851).









fosterling

 
/ˈfôstərliNG ˈfästərliNG/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a child who is fostered or adopted.











– origin

 Old English 
fōstorling

 (see foster
 , -ling
 ).





Foucault, Jean

 
/fo͞oˈkō/






(1819–68), French physicist; full name 
Jean Bernard Léon Foucault

 . He is chiefly remembered for the huge pendulum that he hung from the roof of the Panthéon in Paris in 1851 to demonstrate the rotation of the earth. He also invented the gyroscope.









Foucault, Michel






(1926–84), French philosopher; full name 
Michel Paul Foucault

 . He was concerned with how society defines categories of abnormality, such as insanity, sexuality, and criminality, and the manipulation of social attitudes toward such things by those in power.









fouetté

 
/fo͞oəˈtā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a pirouette performed with a circular whipping movement of the raised leg to the side.




2.
 


[Ballet]

 a quick shift of direction of the upper body, performed with one leg extended.











– origin

 French, past participle of 
fouetter

 ‘to whip.’





fought

 
/fôt/






past and past participle of fight
 .










foul

 
/foul/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
offensive to the senses, especially through having a disgusting smell or taste or being unpleasantly soiled




•
 
a foul odor




•
 
his foul breath.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very disagreeable or unpleasant




•
 
the news had put Michelle in a foul mood.










3.
 
(of the weather) wet and stormy.




4.
 


[Sailing]

 (of wind or tide) opposed to one's desired course.




5.
 
wicked or immoral




•
 
murder most foul.










6.
 
(of language) obscene or profane.




7.
 
done contrary to the rules of a sport




•
 
a foul tackle.










8.
 
containing or charged with noxious matter; polluted




•
 
foul, swampy water.










9.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
foul with

 )
 — clogged or choked with




•
 
the land was foul with weeds.










10.
 


[Nautical]

 (of a rope or anchor) entangled.




11.
 
(of a ship's bottom) encrusted with algae, barnacles, or other marine growth.




12.
 


[Printing]

 (of a first copy or proof) defaced by corrections.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(in sports) an unfair or invalid stroke or piece of play, especially one involving interference with an opponent.




2.
 
a collision or entanglement in riding, rowing, or running.




3.
 
short for foul ball
 .




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a disease in the feet of cattle.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
unfairly; contrary to the rules.




2.
 
(in sports) in foul territory




•
 
if a batter hits a bunt foul with two strikes, he is out.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make foul or dirty; pollute




•
 
factories that fouled the atmosphere.










2.
 
disgrace or dishonor.




3.
 
(of an animal) make (something) dirty with excrement




•
 
make sure that your pet never fouls the sidewalk.










4.
 
(
foul oneself

 )
 — (of a person) defecate involuntarily.




5.
 
(in sports) commit a foul against (an opponent).




6.
 


[Baseball]

 hit a foul ball




•
 
Carter fouled into the glove of Boggs.










7.
 
(of a ship) collide with or interfere with the passage of (another).




8.
 
cause (a cable, anchor, or other object) to become entangled or jammed




•
 
watch out for driftwood which might 
foul up

 the engine.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become entangled or jammed




•
 
we feared the anchor would foul in the heavy grasses.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
fall foul of






see fall
 .









2.
 
foul one's (own) nest






do something damaging or harmful to oneself or one's own interests.












VI.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
foul out





a.
 


[Basketball]

 be put out of the game for exceeding the permitted number of fouls.




b.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batter) be made out by hitting a foul ball that is caught by an opposing player:




•
 
Wilson has never fouled out against this young pitcher.















2.
 
foul something up (or foul up)






make a mistake with or spoil something




•
 
leaders should admit when they completely foul things up.


















VII.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foully

 
/ˈfou(l)lē /






adverb













2.
 
foulness

 
/ˈfoulnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fūl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
fúll

 ‘foul,’ Dutch 
vuil

 ‘dirty,’ and German 
faul

 ‘rotten, lazy,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
pus

 , Greek 
puos

 ‘pus,’ and Latin 
putere

 ‘to stink.’





foulard

 
/fo͞oˈlärd fəˈlärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin, soft material of silk or silk and cotton, typically having a printed pattern.




2.
 
a tie or handkerchief made of foulard.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.






foul ball






noun






[Baseball]

 a ball struck so that it falls or will fall outside the lines extending from home plate past first and third bases. A foul ball that is not caught counts as a strike against the batter, unless it would be the third strike. The exception is a bunted foul ball, which can be a third strike.

Compare with foul tip
 .













foul brood






noun




a fatal bacterial disease of larval honeybees.

[This disease is caused by the bacteria 
Paenibacillus larvae

 or 
Melissococcus pluton

 .]














foul line






noun



1.
 


[Sports]

 a line marking the boundary of permissible movement or play, in particular




2.
 


[Sports]

 
[Baseball]

 either of the straight lines extending from home plate past first and third bases into the outfield and marking the limit of the area within which a hit is deemed to be fair.




3.
 


[Sports]

 
[Basketball]

 either of the lines 15 feet in front of each backboard, from which free throws are made.

Also called free-throw line
 .




4.
 


[Sports]

 (in bowling) a line on the alley, perpendicular to the gutters and 60 feet from the head pin.













foul mouth






noun




a tendency to use bad language




•
 
he had a foul mouth and an even fouler disposition.



















foul-mouthed

 
/ˈfoulˌmouT͟Hd ˈfoulˌmouTHt/






adjective




using or characterized by a great deal of bad language




•
 
a foul-mouthed cop.



















foul play

 
/ˌfoul ˈplā/






noun



1.
 
unfair play in a game or sport.




2.
 
unlawful or dishonest behavior, in particular violent crime resulting in another's death.













foul shot






noun






[Basketball]

 another term for free throw
 .













foul-smelling

 
/ˌfoulˈsmeliNG/






adjective




having an extremely unpleasant smell




•
 
foul-smelling breath.




















foul tip





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 a pitched ball that tips off the bat and travels directly to the catcher's hands. Unlike a foul ball, a foul tip can be a batter's third strike.








II.
 
derivatives





foul-tip






verb





















foul-up

 
/ˈfoul ˌəp/






noun




a mistake resulting in confusion.














found1


 
/found/





I.
 
past and past participle of find
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having been discovered by chance or unexpectedly, in particular




2.
 
(of an object or sound) collected in its natural state and presented in a new context as part of a work of art or piece of music




•
 
collages of found photos.










3.
 
(of art) comprising or making use of found objects.




4.
 
(of poetry) formed by reinterpreting metrically the structure of a nonpoetic text.




5.
 
[with 
submodifier

 ]
 — (of a ship) equipped; supplied




•
 
the ship was two years old, well found and seaworthy.




















found2


 
/found/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish or originate (an institution or organization), especially by providing an endowment




•
 
the monastery was founded in 1665




•
 (as 
adj.

 
founding

 )
 
the three founding partners.










2.
 
plan and begin the building of (a town or colony).




3.
 
(usu. 
be founded on/upon

 )
 — construct or base (a principle or other abstract thing) according to a particular principle or grounds




•
 
a society founded on the highest principles of religion and education.










4.
 
(of a thing) serve as a basis for




•
 
the company's fortunes are founded on its minerals business.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fonder

 , from Latin 
fundare

 , from 
fundus

 ‘bottom, base.’






found3


 
/found/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
melt and mold (metal).




2.
 
fuse (materials) to make glass.




3.
 
make (an article) by melting and molding metal.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
fondre

 , from Latin 
fundere

 ‘melt, pour.’





foundation

 
/founˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
foundations

 )
 — the lowest load-bearing part of a building, typically below ground level.




2.
 
a body or ground on which other parts rest or are overlaid




•
 
he starts playing melody lines on the bass instead of laying the foundation down.










3.
 
(also 
foundation garment

 )
 — a woman's supporting undergarment, such as a girdle.




4.
 
a cream or powder used as a base to even out facial skin tone before applying other cosmetics.




5.
 
an underlying basis or principle for something




•
 
this idea is the foundation of all modern economics




•
 
without stability, the country will not be able hold the elections that will 
lay the foundation for

 a peaceful and democratic future.










6.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — justification or reason




•
 
distorted and misleading accusations with no foundation.










7.
 
the action of establishing an institution or organization on a permanent basis, especially with an endowment.




8.
 
an institution established with an endowment, for example a college or a body devoted to financing research or charity.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fondation

 , from Latin 
fundatio(n-)

 , from 
fundare

 ‘to lay a base for’ (see found
 2
 ).





foundational

 
/founˈdāSH(ə)nəl/






adjective




denoting an underlying basis or principle; fundamental




•
 
the foundational principles of Christianity




•
 
rules are a foundational element in game design.



















foundation stone

 
/founˈdāSHən ˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a stone laid at a ceremony to celebrate the beginning of construction of a building.




2.
 
a basic or essential element of something.













founder1


 
/ˈfoundər/





I.
 
noun




a person who manufactures articles of cast metal; the owner or operator of a foundry




•
 
an iron founder.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old French 
fondeur

 , from 
fondre

 (see found
 3
 ).





founder2


 
/ˈfoundər/






noun




a person who establishes an institution or settlement.




•
 
he was the founder of modern Costa Rica.




















founder3


 
/ˈfoundər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ship) fill with water and sink




•
 
six drowned when the yacht foundered off the Florida coast.










2.
 
(of a plan or undertaking) fail or break down, typically as a result of a particular problem or setback




•
 
the talks 
foundered on

 the issue of reform.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a hoofed animal, especially a horse or pony) succumb to laminitis.








II.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 laminitis in horses, ponies, or other hoofed animals.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘knock to the ground’): from Old French 
fondrer

 , 
esfondrer

 ‘submerge, collapse,’ based on Latin 
fundus

 ‘bottom, base.’ / 
usage:

 It is easy to confuse the words 
founder

 and 
flounder

 , not only because they sound similar but also because the contexts in which they are used overlap. 
Founder

 means, in its general and extended use, ‘fail or come to nothing, sink out of sight’ (the scheme 
foundered

 because of lack of organizational backing). 
Flounder

 , on the other hand, means ‘struggle, move clumsily, be in a state of confusion’ (new recruits 
floundering

 about in their first week).





founder effect






noun






[Biology]

 the reduced genetic diversity that results when a population is descended from a small number of colonizing ancestors.













founding father

 
/ˌfoundiNG ˈfäT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
a person who starts or helps to start a movement or institution.




2.
 
(
Founding Father

 )
 — a member of the convention that drew up the US Constitution in 1787.













foundling

 
/ˈfoundliNG/





I.
 
noun




an infant that has been abandoned by its parents and is discovered and cared for by others.











– origin

 Middle English: from found
 1
 (past participle) + -ling
 , perhaps on the pattern of Dutch 
vondeling

 .





found object






noun




objet trouvé.













foundress

 
/ˈfoundrəs/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹rare›

 a female founder




•
 
she was the sixth-century foundress of a community of women.



















foundry

 
/ˈfoundrē/





I.
 
noun




a workshop or factory for casting metal.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier as 
foundery

 ): from found
 3
 + -ry
 , perhaps suggested by French 
fonderie

 .





fount1


 
/fount/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a source of a desirable quality or commodity




•
 
our courier was a fount of knowledge.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a spring or fountain.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: back-formation from fountain
 , on the pattern of the pair 
mountain

 , 
mount

 .





fount2


 
/fänt/






noun






(Brit.)

 variant spelling of font
 2
 .














fountain

 
/ˈfount(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental structure in a pool or lake from which one or more jets of water are pumped into the air.




2.
 
short for drinking fountain
 .




3.
 
a thing that spurts or cascades into the air




•
 
little fountains of dust.










4.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a natural spring of water.




5.
 
a source of a desirable quality




•
 
the government always quotes this report as the fountain of truth.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spurt or cascade like a fountain




•
 
an enormous curtain of lava fountained into the sky.














III.
 
derivatives





fountained

 
/ˈfountnd /






adjective




().
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
fontaine

 , from late Latin 
fontana

 , feminine of Latin 
fontanus

 , adjective from 
fons

 , 
font-

 ‘a spring.’





fountainhead

 
/ˈfount(ə)nˌhed/






noun




an original source of something




•
 
this president was the fountainhead of patronage.



















fountain pen

 
/ˈfount(ə)n ˌpen/






noun




a pen with a reservoir or cartridge from which ink flows continuously to the nib.













Fountain Valley






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 55,516 (est. 2008).










four

 
/fôr/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
iv

 , 
IV

 , archaic 
iiii

 or 
IIII

 )
 — equivalent to the product of two and two; one more than three, or six less than ten; 4




•
 
Francesca's got four brothers




•
 
it took four of them to lift it




•
 
a four-bedroom house.










2.
 
a group or unit of four people or things




•
 
the girls walked in pairs or fours.










3.
 
four years old




•
 
I began to teach myself to read at four.










4.
 
four o'clock




•
 
it's half past four.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by four.




6.
 
a playing card or domino with four spots or pips.











– origin

 Old English 
fēower

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
vier

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
quattuor

 and Greek 
tessares

 .





four-bagger






noun






[Baseball]

 a home run.













four-by-four

 
/ /

 
4X4






noun






‹informal›

 a vehicle with four-wheel drive.














Four Cantons, Lake of the






another name for Lake Lucerne (see Lucerne, Lake
 ).









fourchette

 
/fo͞orˈSHet/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a thin fold of skin at the back of the vulva.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
fourche

 ‘fork.’





four-color






adjective




denoting a color printing process using red, cyan (greenish blue), yellow, and black inks on separate plates that are serially transferred to the same sheet to produce images in full color.













Four Corners






the point where Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah meet.









four-dimensional






adjective




having four dimensions, typically the three dimensions of space (length, breadth, and depth) plus time.













Fourdrinier machine

 
/ˌfôrdrəˈnir, fôrˈdrinēər/





I.
 
noun




a machine for making paper as a continuous sheet by drainage on a wire mesh belt.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Henry (died 1854) and Sealy (died 1847) 
Fourdrinier

 , British papermakers and patentees of such a machine.





four-engined

 
/ˌfôrˈenjind/






adjective




(chiefly of an aircraft) having four engines




•
 
the larger four-engined plane.



















four-eyed fish






noun




a small livebearing freshwater fish of tropical America. Each eye is divided into two, allowing the fish to see both above and below the water while swimming at the surface.

[Family 
Anablepidae

 and genus 
Anableps

 : several species.]













four-eyes

 
/ˈfôrīz/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who wears glasses.













four flush

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a poker hand of little value, having four cards of the same suit and one of another.

Compare with flush
 3
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (in poker) bluff when holding a weak hand, particularly a four flush.




2.
 


‹informal›

 keep up a pretense; bluff




•
 
your mother will get wise that you're four-flushing.














III.
 
derivatives





four-flusher

 
/ˈfôr ˌfləSHər /






noun





















fourfold

 
/ˈfôrˌfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
four times as great or as numerous




•
 
there has been a fourfold increase in break-ins.










2.
 
having four parts or elements




•
 
fourfold symmetry.














II.
 
adverb




by four times; to four times the number or amount




•
 
the price of electricity rose fourfold.



















four freedoms





(usu. 
the four freedoms

 )


1.
 
the four essential human freedoms as proclaimed in a speech to Congress by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1941: freedom of speech and expression, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear.














Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse





I.
 
four allegorical mounted figures, commonly identified as Pestilence (or Conquest), War, Famine, and Death, whose arrival heralds the end of the world, as described in the biblical book of Revelation.




II.
 
used to refer to people or phenomena seen as agents of imminent catastrophe




•
 
in 2003, the airline industry survived the four horsemen of the apocalypse.















Four Hundred

 
the Four Hundred
 , the 400





I.
 
noun




the social elite of a community




•
 
I would like nothing better than to ask the Four Hundred to meet you.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Ward McAllister's remark “There are only 400 people in New York that one really knows,” later popularized in society reports by the New York 
Sun

 . The notion ‘elite’ is said to be from the selection of high society guests by the socialite Mrs. William B. Astor Jr., whose ballroom could hold 400.





Fourier, Joseph

 
/ˈfo͝orēˌā, fo͞orˈyā/






(1768–1830), French mathematician; full name 
Jean Baptiste Joseph Fourier

 . He solved partial differential equations by the method of separation of variables and superposition, which led him to analyze the series and integrals that are now known by his name.









Fourier analysis






noun






[Mathematics]

 the analysis of a complex waveform expressed as a series of sinusoidal functions, the frequencies of which form a harmonic series.













Fourierism

 
/ˈfo͝orēəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




a system for the reorganization of society into self-sufficient cooperatives, in accordance with the principles of the French socialist Charles Fourier (died 1837).








II.
 
derivatives





Fourierist






noun, adjective





















Fourier series






noun






[Mathematics]

 an infinite series of trigonometric functions that represents an expansion or approximation of a periodic function, used in Fourier analysis.













Fourier transform






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function derived from a given function and representing it by a series of sinusoidal functions.













four-in-hand

 
/ˌfôrinˈhand/






noun



1.
 
a vehicle with four horses driven by one person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
four-in-hand coaches compete this week for the Devon blue ribbon.










2.
 
a team of four horses.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a necktie tied in a loose knot with two hanging ends, popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

[said to be by association with the sport of driving four-in-hand carriages.]













four-leaf clover

 
/ˈfôr ˌlēf ˈˌklōvər /

 
four-leafed clover






noun




a clover leaf with four leaflets, rather than the typical three, thought to bring good luck.













four-letter word

 
/ˈfôr ˌledər ˈˌwərd/






noun




any of several short words referring to sexual or excretory functions, regarded as coarse or offensive.













four noble truths






plural noun




the four central beliefs containing the essence of Buddhist teaching.

See Buddhism
 .














four-o'clock

 
/ˌfôrəˈkläk/






noun




a tropical American herbaceous plant with fragrant trumpet-shaped flowers that open late in the afternoon.

Also called marvel of Peru
 . [
Mirabilis jalapa

 , family 
Nyctaginaceae

 .]













four-ply

 
/fô(ə)r plī/





I.
 
adjective




(of a material) having four strands or layers




•
 
four-ply yarn.














II.
 
noun




knitting yarn made of four strands.













four-poster

 
/ˌfôrˈpōstər /

 
four-poster bed






noun




a bed with a post at each corner, sometimes supporting a canopy.













fourscore

 
/ˌfôrˈskôr/






cardinal number






‹archaic›

 eighty.













foursome

 
/ˈfôrsəm/






noun



1.
 
a group of four people.




2.
 
a golf match between two pairs of players, with partners playing the same ball.













four-square

 
/fô(ə)r skwe(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building or structure) having a square shape and solid appearance.




2.
 
(of a person or quality) firm and resolute




•
 
a four-square and formidable hero.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
squarely and solidly




•
 
a castle 
standing four-square

 and isolated on a peninsula.










2.
 
firmly or resolutely, especially in support of someone or something




•
 
they 
stand four-square behind

 integration.



















four-star

 
/ˈfôr ˈˌstär/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a hotel or restaurant) given four stars in a grading system, typically one in which this denotes the highest or next to the highest class or quality.




2.
 
(in the US armed forces) having or denoting the second-highest military rank, distinguished by four stars on the uniform.














four-stroke

 
/ˈfôr ˌstrōk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting an internal combustion engine having a cycle of four strokes (intake, compression, combustion, and exhaust).

Compare with two-stroke
 .




2.
 
denoting a vehicle having a four-stroke engine.








II.
 
noun




a four-stroke engine or vehicle.













fourteen

 
/ˌfôrˈtēn ˈfôrˌtēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xiv

 or 
XIV

 )
 — equivalent to the product of seven and two; one more than thirteen, or six less than twenty; 14




•
 
they had spent fourteen days in solitary confinement




•
 
all fourteen of us were seated.










2.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by fourteen.




3.
 
fourteen years old




•
 
he left school at fourteen.

















– origin

 Old English 
fēowertīene

 (see four
 , -teen
 ).





fourteenth

 
/ˌfôrˈtēnTH ˈfôrˌtēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number fourteen in a sequence; 14th




•
 
the early fourteenth century




•
 
his fourteenth birthday.










2.
 
each of fourteen equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
three fourteenths of $79.5 million.



















fourth

 
/fôrTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number four in a sequence; 4th




•
 
the fourth and fifth centuries




•
 
there were three bedrooms, with potential for a fourth.










2.
 
(
a fourth/one fourth

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a quarter




•
 
nearly three fourths of that money is now gone.










3.
 
the fourth finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
he could do no better than finish fourth.










4.
 
the fourth (and often highest) in a sequence of a vehicle's gears




•
 
he took the corner at the end of the road in fourth.










5.
 
fourthly (used to introduce a fourth point or reason)




•
 
third, visit popular attractions during lunch; fourth, stay late.










6.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning four consecutive notes in a diatonic scale, in particular an interval of two tones and a semitone (e.g., C to F).




7.
 


[Music]

 the note which is higher by a fourth than the tonic of a diatonic scale or root of a chord.













fourth-class






adjective




a class of US mail applying to packages weighing more than sixteen ounces and used especially for sending general merchandise, books, recordings, and films.













fourth dimension

 
/fôrTH dəˈmen(t)SHən/






noun



1.
 
a postulated spatial dimension additional to those determining length, area, and volume.




2.
 
time regarded as analogous to linear dimensions.













fourth estate





I.
 
noun

 — (
the fourth estate

 )


1.
 
the press; the profession of journalism




•
 
copy desks are held together by the bad-news contingent of the fourth estate.

















– origin

 originally used humorously in various contexts; its first usage with reference to the press has been attributed to Edmund Burke, but this remains unconfirmed.





Fourth International






see international
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).









fourthly

 
/ˈfôrTHlē/






adverb




in the fourth place (used to introduce a fourth point or reason)




•
 
fourthly, and last, there are variations in context that influence the process.



















fourth official






noun






[Soccer]

 an official who assists the referee before, during, and after a match.














Fourth of July






noun




a national holiday celebrating the anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.

Also called Independence Day
 .













fourth position






noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a posture in which the feet are placed turned outward one in front of the other, separated by the distance of one step.




2.
 
a position of the arms in which one is held curved over the head and the other curved in front of the body at waist level.




3.
 


[Music]

 a position of the left hand on the fingerboard of a stringed instrument nearer to the bridge than the third position, enabling a higher set of notes to be played.













Fourth Republic






the republican regime in France between the end of World War II (1945) and the introduction of a new constitution by Charles de Gaulle in 1958.









fourth wall





I.
 
noun

 — (
the fourth wall

 )


1.
 
the space that separates a performer or performance from an audience.




2.
 
the conceptual barrier between any fictional work and its viewers or readers




•
 
he 
breaks the fourth wall

 by having Sam refer to the script and the play he's acting in.

















– origin

 originally used of the proscenium opening in a theatre through which the audience sees the action of a play.





Fourth World






noun



1.
 
those countries and communities considered to be the poorest and most underdeveloped of the Third World.




2.
 
those communities that form politically and economically disadvantaged minorities within societies, owing to factors such as urban deprivation or discrimination against tribal peoples.













four-wheel drive

 
/ˌfôr ˌ(h)wēl ˈdrīv/






noun



1.
 
a transmission system that provides power directly to all four wheels of a vehicle.




2.
 
a vehicle with four-wheel drive, typically designed for off-road driving.













fovea

 
/ˈfōvēə /

 
fovea centralis





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small depression in the retina of the eye where visual acuity is highest. The center of the field of vision is focused in this region, where retinal cones are particularly concentrated.








II.
 
derivatives





foveal

 
/-vēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘small pit.’





fowl

 
/foul/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gallinaceous bird kept chiefly for its eggs and flesh; a domestic cock or hen.

[The domestic fowl is descended from the wild 
red junglefowl

 of Southeast Asia (see jungle fowl
 ).]




2.
 
any other domesticated bird kept for its eggs or flesh, e.g., the turkey, duck, goose, and guineafowl.




3.
 
the flesh of birds, especially of the domestic cock or hen, as food; poultry.




4.
 
birds collectively, especially as the quarry of hunters.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a bird.











– origin

 Old English 
fugol

 , originally the general term for a bird, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vogel

 and German 
Vogel

 , also to fly
 1
 .





Fowler, H. W.

 
/ˈfoulər/






(1858–1933), English lexicographer and grammarian; full name 
Henry Watson Fowler

 . He compiled the first edition of the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary

 (1911) with his brother 
Francis George Fowler

 (1871–1918) and wrote a guide to style and idiom, 
Modern English Usage

 , which was first published in 1926.









Fowles, John

 
/foulz/






(1926–2005), English novelist; full name 
John Robert Fowles

 . Notable works: 
The Collector

 (1963), 
The Magus

 (1966), and 
The French Lieutenant's Woman

 (1969).









fowling

 
/ˈfouliNG/





I.
 
noun




the hunting, shooting, or trapping of wildfowl.








II.
 
derivatives





fowler

 
/ˈfoulər /






noun






















fowl pest

 
/ˈfoul ˌpest/






noun




either of two similar viral diseases of poultry, Newcastle disease or fowl plague.













fowl plague






noun




an acute and often fatal infectious viral disease of birds, especially poultry.













fowlpox

 
/ˈfoulpäks/






noun




a slow-spreading viral disease of birds that produces wartlike nodules on the skin. Infestations sometimes threaten commercial poultry interests.

[
Avipoxvirus

 , family 
Poxviridae

 .]














fox

 
/fäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a carnivorous mammal of the dog family with a pointed muzzle and bushy tail, proverbial for its cunning.

[
Vulpes

 and three other genera, family 
Canidae

 : several species, including the red fox and the arctic fox.]




2.
 
the fur of a fox.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a cunning or sly person




•
 
a wily old fox.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sexually attractive woman.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 baffle or deceive (someone)




•
 
the bad light and dark shadows foxed him.










2.
 
repair (a boot or shoe) by renewing the upper leather.




3.
 
ornament (the upper of a boot or shoe) with a strip of leather.








III.
 
derivatives





foxlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vos

 and German 
Fuchs

 .





Fox





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living in southern Wisconsin, and now mainly in Iowa, Nebraska, and Kansas.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Fox.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Fox or their language.













Fox, George

 
/fäks/






(1624–91), English preacher and founder of the Society of Friends (Quakers).









Fox, Vicente






(1942–), Mexican statesman; president 2000–06; full name 
Vicente Fox Quesada

 . A member of the conservative National Action Party (PAN), he ended seventy-one years of rule by the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) when elected president.









foxed

 
/fäkst/





I.
 
adjective




(of the paper of old books or prints) discolored with brown spots.








II.
 
derivatives





foxing

 
/ˈfäksiNG /






noun





















foxfire

 
/ˈfäksˌfī(ə)r/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the phosphorescent light emitted by certain fungi on decaying timber.













foxglove

 
/ˈfäksˌɡləv/






noun




a tall Eurasian plant with erect spikes of flowers, typically pinkish-purple or white, shaped like the fingers of gloves. It is a source of the drug digitalis.

[Genus 
Digitalis

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : many species, in particular 
D. purpurea

 .]














fox grape






noun




a wild grape-bearing vine native to the eastern US.

Also called labrusca
 , Isabella
 .













foxhole

 
/ˈfäksˌhōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the den or burrow of a fox.




2.
 
a hole in the ground used by troops as a shelter against enemy fire or as a firing point.




3.
 
a place of refuge or concealment.











– origin

 Old English: from fox
 + hole
 ; the military sense arose during World War I.





foxhound

 
/ˈfäksˌhound/






noun




a dog of a smooth-haired breed with drooping ears, often trained to hunt foxes in packs over long distances.













fox hunting

 
/ˈfäks ˌhən(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport of hunting a fox across country with a pack of hounds by a group of people on foot and horseback, a traditional sport of the English landed gentry.








II.
 
derivatives





fox hunter






noun





















foxtail

 
/ˈfäkstāl/






noun




a common meadow grass that has soft brushlike flowering spikes.

[Genus 
Alopecurus

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
A. pratensis

 .]













fox terrier

 
/ˌfäks ˈterēər/






noun




a terrier of a short-haired or wire-haired breed originally used for unearthing foxes.













foxtrot

 
/ˈfäksˌträt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ballroom dance in 4/4 time, with alternation of two slow and two quick steps.




2.
 
a piece of music written for a foxtrot.




3.
 
a code word representing the letter F, used in radio communication.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a foxtrot.













Foxwoods

 
/ˈfäkswo͝odz/






a gambling resort on the Mashantucket Pequot reservation in the town of Ledyard in southeastern Connecticut, north of New London.









foxy

 
/ˈfäksē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or likened to a fox




•
 
a terrier with a foxy expression.










2.
 


‹informal›

 cunning or sly in character.




3.
 


‹informal›

 (chiefly of a woman) sexually attractive.




4.
 
reddish brown in color.




5.
 
(of wine) having a musky flavor.




6.
 
(of paper or other material) marked with spots; foxed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
foxily

 
/ˈfäksəlē /






adverb













2.
 
foxiness

 
/ˈfäksēnəs /






noun





















foyaite

 
/ˈfoiyəˌīt ˈfōyəˌīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a kind of syenite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of 
Foya

 in Portugal.





foyer

 
/ˈfoiər ˈfoiˌā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an entrance hall or other open area in a building used by the public, especially a hotel or theater.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an entrance hall in a house or apartment.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting the center of attention or activity): from French, ‘hearth, home,’ based on Latin 
focarius

 ‘kitchen servant,’ from 
focus

 ‘domestic hearth.’





Foyt, A. J.

 
/foit/






(1935–), US race car driver; full name 
Anthony Joseph Foyt, Jr.

 He won the Indianapolis 500 four times 1961, 1964, 1967, 1977.









fp






abbreviation



1.
 
(
FP

 )
 — Fabricated Plate.




2.
 
fireplace.




3.
 
forte-piano.




4.
 
freezing point.













FPC






abbreviation



1.
 
Federal Power Commission.




2.
 
fish protein concentrate.




3.
 
Friends Peace Committee.













fpl






abbreviation




fireplace.













fpm






abbreviation




feet per minute.













FPO






abbreviation



1.
 
Field post office.




2.
 
Fleet post office.













fps

 
f.p.s.






abbreviation



1.
 
feet per second.




2.
 
foot-pound-second.




3.
 
frames per second.













FPS






noun




short for first-person shooter
 :




•
 
want to play an FPS?



















FPU






abbreviation






[Computing]

 floating-point unit, a processor that performs arithmetic operations.













fr.






abbreviation




franc(s).













Fr.





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Father (as a courtesy title of priests)




•
 
Fr. Buckley.







[from French 
frère

 , literally ‘brother.’]




2.
 
France.




3.
 
French.




4.
 
Friday.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element francium.













f.r.





I.
 
adverb




on the right-hand page.











– origin

 from Latin 
folio recto

 .





Fra

 
/frä/





I.
 
noun




a prefixed title given to an Italian monk or friar




•
 
Fra Angelico.

















– origin

 Italian, abbreviation of 
frate

 ‘brother,’ from Latin 
frater

 .





frabjous

 
/ˈfrabjəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹humorous›

 delightful; joyous




•
 
“Oh frabjous day!” she giggled.














II.
 
derivatives





frabjously






adverb



















– origin

 1871: coined by Lewis Carroll in 
Through the Looking Glass

 , apparently to suggest 
fair

 and 
joyous

 .





fracas

 
/ˈfrākəs ˈfrakəs/





I.
 
noun




a noisy disturbance or quarrel.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from 
fracasser

 , from Italian 
fracassare

 ‘make an uproar.’





frack1


 
/frak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inject liquid into (a subterranean rock formation, borehole, etc.) at high pressure so as to force open existing fissures and extract oil or gas




•
 
millions of gallons of water are needed to successfully frack a single well




•
 
a gas company wants to frack his land and the land around it.










2.
 
extract (oil or gas) by injecting liquid into a subterranean rock formation, borehole, etc., at high pressure




•
 
the industry has begun to frack natural gas from shale deposits




•
 (as 
adj.

 
fracked

 )
 
the pipeline currently brings fracked gas to New York from Texas.














II.
 
derivatives





fracker






noun



















– origin

 1950s: representing an abbreviated form of fracture
 .





frack2


 
/frak /

 
frak





I.
 
exclamation






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used to express annoyance, frustration, impatience, or surprise




•
 
what the frack is going on!

















– origin

 1970s: euphemistic alteration of fuck
 , popularized by the US television show 
Battlestar Galactica

 .





fracking1


 
/ˈfrakiNG/





I.
 
noun




the process of injecting liquid at high pressure into subterranean rocks, boreholes, etc., so as to force open existing fissures and extract oil or gas




•
 
the governor has halted gas fracking until July.







Also called hydraulic fracturing
 .











– origin

 1950s: representing an abbreviated form of 
fracturing

 .





fracking2


 
/ˈfrakiNG /

 
frakking





I.
 
adjective, adverb






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express annoyance, frustration, impatience, or surprise




•
 
are you out of your fracking mind?

















– origin

 1970s: euphemism for fucking, from frack2
 .





fractal

 
/ˈfraktəl /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
noun




a curve or geometric figure, each part of which has the same statistical character as the whole. Fractals are useful in modeling structures (such as eroded coastlines or snowflakes) in which similar patterns recur at progressively smaller scales, and in describing partly random or chaotic phenomena such as crystal growth, fluid turbulence, and galaxy formation.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or of the nature of a fractal or fractals




•
 
fractal geometry.

















– origin

 1970s: from French, from Latin 
fract-

 ‘broken,’ from the verb 
frangere

 .






fraction

 
/ˈfrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a numerical quantity that is not a whole number (e.g., ½, 0.5).




2.
 
a small or tiny part, amount, or proportion of something




•
 
he hesitated for 
a fraction of

 a second




•
 
her eyes widened a fraction.










3.
 
a dissenting group within a larger one.




4.
 
each of the portions into which a mixture may be separated by a process in which the individual components behave differently according to their physical properties.




5.
 
(usu. 
the Fraction

 )
 — (in the Christian Church) the breaking of the Eucharistic bread.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
fractio(n-)

 ‘breaking (bread),’ from Latin 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





fractional

 
/ˈfrakSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or expressed as a numerical value that is not a whole number, especially a fraction less than one.




2.
 
small or tiny in amount




•
 
there was a fractional hesitation before he said yes.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 relating to or denoting the separation of components of a mixture by making use of their differing physical properties




•
 
fractional crystallization.














II.
 
derivatives





fractionally

 
/ˈfrakSHənəlē ˈfrakSHnəlē /






adverb





















fractional distillation






noun






[Chemistry]

 separation of a liquid mixture into fractions differing in boiling point (and hence chemical composition) by means of distillation, typically using a fractionating column.













fractionalize

 
/ˈfrakSHənlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
fractionalized

 )


1.
 
divide (someone or something) into separate groups or parts




•
 
fractionalized consumer markets.














II.
 
derivatives





fractionalization

 
/ˌfrakSHənl-iˈzāSHən /






noun





















fractionate

 
/ˈfrakSHəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 divide into fractions or components.




2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 separate (a mixture) by fractional distillation.








II.
 
derivatives





fractionation

 
/ˌfrakSHəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun





















fractionating column






noun






[Chemistry]

 a tall, horizontally subdivided or packed container for fractional distillation in which vapor passes upward and condensing liquid flows downward. The vapor becomes progressively enriched in more volatile components as it ascends, and the less volatile components become concentrated in the descending liquid, which can be drawn off.













fractious

 
/ˈfrakSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(typically of children) irritable and quarrelsome




•
 
they fight and squabble like fractious children.










2.
 
(of a group or organization) difficult to control; unruly




•
 
the fractious coalition of Social Democrats.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fractiously






adverb













2.
 
fractiousness

 
/ˈfrakSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from fraction
 , probably on the pattern of the pair 
faction

 , 
factious

 .






fracture

 
/ˈfrak(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cracking or breaking of a hard object or material




•
 
bone density testing can predict the risk for fracture.










2.
 
a crack or break in a hard object or material, typically a bone or a body of rock




•
 
a fracture of the left leg.










3.
 
the physical appearance of a freshly broken rock or mineral, especially as regards the shape of the surface formed.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 the replacement of a simple vowel by a diphthong owing to the influence of a following sound, typically a consonant.




5.
 
a diphthong substituted by a fracture.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
break or cause to break


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the stone has fractured




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
ancient magmas fractured by the forces of wind and ice.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sustain a fracture of (a bone)


(as 
adj.

 
fractured

 )


•
 
she suffered a fractured skull.










3.
 
(with reference to an organization or other abstract thing) split or fragment so as to no longer function or exist


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the movement had fractured without his leadership.










4.
 
(as 
adj.

 
fractured

 )
 — (of speech or a language) broken.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
fractura

 , from 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





frae

 
/frā/






preposition






(Scottish)

 from




•
 
you better collect the tab frae the office.



















frag

 
/fraɡ /

 

‹N. Amer. military slang›






I.
 
noun




a hand grenade.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately kill (an unpopular senior officer), typically with a hand grenade.











– origin

 1970s: from 
fragmentation grenade

 .






fragile

 
/ˈfrajəl ˈfraˌjīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object) easily broken or damaged.




2.
 
flimsy or insubstantial; easily destroyed




•
 
you have a fragile grip on reality.










3.
 
(of a person) not strong or sturdy; delicate and vulnerable.








II.
 
derivatives





fragilely

 
/ˈfrajə(l)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘morally weak’): from Latin 
fragilis

 , from 
frangere

 ‘to break.’ The sense ‘liable to break’ dates from the mid 16th cent.





fragile X syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 an inherited condition characterized by an X chromosome that is abnormally susceptible to damage, especially by folic acid deficiency. Affected individuals tend to be mentally handicapped.













fragility

 
/frəˈjilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being easily broken or damaged




•
 
osteoporosis is characterized by bone fragility.










2.
 
the quality of being delicate or vulnerable




•
 
a film about the fragility of relationships




•
 
his emotional fragility.



















fragment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈfraɡmənt /



1.
 
a small part broken or separated off something




•
 
small 
fragments of

 pottery, glass, and tiles.










2.
 
an isolated or incomplete part of something




•
 
Nathan remembered fragments of that conversation.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/fraɡˈment /



1.
 
break or cause to break into fragments


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his followers 
fragmented into

 sects.














III.
 
derivatives





fragmental

 
/fraɡˈmen(t)l /






adjective




).
 — 

[chiefly Geology]





















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
fragmentum

 , from 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





fragmentary

 
/ˈfraɡmənˌterē/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of small parts that are disconnected or incomplete




•
 
excavations have revealed fragmentary remains of masonry.














II.
 
derivatives





fragmentarily

 
/ˌfraɡmənˈterəlē /






adverb





















fragmentation

 
/ˌfraɡmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process or state of breaking or being broken into small or separate parts




•
 
the 
fragmentation

 of society 
into

 a collection of interest groups.










2.
 


[Computing]

 the storing of a file in separate areas of memory scattered throughout a hard disk.













fragmentation bomb

 
/ˌfraɡmənˈtāSHən bäm/






noun




a bomb designed to break into small fragments as it explodes.













Fragonard, Jean-Honoré

 
/ˌfraɡəˈnär/






(1732–1806), French painter in the rococo style. He is known for landscapes and for erotic canvases such as 
The Progress of Love

 (1771).









fragrance

 
/ˈfrāɡrəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pleasant, sweet smell




•
 
the fragrance of fresh-ground coffee




•
 
the bushes fill the air with fragrance.










2.
 
a perfume or aftershave.








II.
 
derivatives





fragranced

 
/ˈfrāɡrənst /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
fragrantia

 , from 
fragrare

 ‘smell sweet.’





fragrance-free






adjective




(of toiletries or cleaning products) not containing perfume




•
 
mild, fragrance-free soaps.



















fragrancy

 
/ˈfrāɡrənsē/






noun






‹dated›

 fragrance.














fragrant

 
/ˈfrāɡrənt/





I.
 
adjective




having a pleasant or sweet smell.








II.
 
derivatives





fragrantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
fragrant-

 ‘smelling sweet,’ from the verb 
fragrare

 .





'fraid

 
/frād/






verb






‹informal›

 nonstandard contraction of “afraid” or “I'm afraid,” expressing regret




•
 
'fraid not, doll.



















fraidy cat

 
/ˈfrādē ˌkat/






noun




a child's term for a timid or fearful person, often used as a taunt when addressed to another child.













frail

 
/ˈfrā(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) weak and delicate




•
 
a frail voice




•
 
she looked frail and vulnerable.










2.
 
easily damaged or broken; fragile or insubstantial




•
 
the balcony is frail




•
 
the frail Russian economy.










3.
 
weak in character or morals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frailly

 
/ˈfrā(l)lē /






adverb













2.
 
frailness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fraile

 , from Latin 
fragilis

 (see fragile
 ).





frailty

 
/ˈfrā(ə)ltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of being weak and delicate




•
 
the increasing frailty of old age.










2.
 
weakness in character or morals




•
 
all drama begins with human frailty




•
 
you're too self-righteous to see your own frailties.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘weakness in morals’): from Old French 
frailete

 , from Latin 
fragilitas

 , from 
fragilis

 (see fragile
 ).





fraise1


 
/frāz/





I.
 
noun




(in cooking) a strawberry.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
fraga

 ‘wild strawberries.’





fraise2


 
/frāz/






noun



1.
 
a fortification with sharpened stakes projecting outward.




2.
 
a decorative ruff worn at the neck, especially in Elizabethan era fashion.













Fraktur

 
/frakˈto͝or/





I.
 
noun




a German style of black-letter type.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: German, from Latin 
fractura

 ‘fracture’ (because of its angularity).






frambesia

 
/ˌframˈbēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




another term for yaws
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from French 
framboise

 ‘raspberry,’ so named because of the red swellings caused by the disease, likened to raspberries.





framboise

 
/ˌframˈbwäz/





I.
 
noun




(in cooking) a raspberry.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: French, ‘raspberry,’ from a conflation of Latin 
fraga ambrosia

 ‘ambrosial strawberry.’





frame

 
/frām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rigid structure that surrounds or encloses something such as a door or window.




2.
 
(
frames

 )
 — a metal or plastic structure holding the lenses of a pair of glasses.




3.
 
a case or border enclosing a mirror or picture.




4.
 
the rigid supporting structure of an object such as a vehicle, building, or piece of furniture.




5.
 
a person's body with reference to its size or build




•
 
a shiver shook her slim frame.










6.
 
a boxlike structure of glass or plastic in which seeds or young plants are grown.




7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the universe, or part of it, regarded as an embracing structure.




8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the structure, constitution, or nature of someone or something




•
 
we have in our inward frame various affections.










9.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a basic structure that underlies or supports a system, concept, or text




•
 
the establishment of conditions provides a frame for interpretation.










10.
 


‹technical›

 short for frame of reference
 :




•
 
the Earth's motion relative to the frame of the distant galaxies.










11.
 
the genre or form of a literary text determining its expected style and content




•
 
my poems look as though they have a classical frame.










12.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an enclosing section of narrative, especially one which foregrounds or comments on the primary narrative of a text




•
 
a frame narrator reports the narrative spoken by an inner narrator.










13.
 


[Linguistics]

 a structural environment within which a class of words or other linguistic units can be correctly used. For example 
I —— him

 is a frame for a large class of transitive verbs.




14.
 
a single complete picture in a series forming a movie, television, or video film.




15.
 
a single picture in a comic strip.




16.
 


[Computing]

 a graphic panel in a display window, especially in a web browser, that encloses a self-contained section of data and permits multiple independent document viewing.




17.
 
another term for rack
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).




18.
 
a round of play in bowling.




19.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an inning in a baseball game




•
 
he closed out the game by pitching two hitless frames.










20.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for frame-up
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a picture or photograph) in a frame




•
 
he had the photo framed.










2.
 
surround so as to create a sharp or attractive image




•
 
a short, strong style cut to frame the face.










3.
 


(US)

 erect the framework of a building.




4.
 
create or formulate (a concept, plan, or system)




•
 
the staff have proved invaluable in framing the proposals.










5.
 
form or articulate (words)




•
 
he walked out before she could frame a reply.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 make or construct (something) by fitting parts together or in accordance with a plan




•
 
what immortal hand or eye could frame thy fearful symmetry?










7.
 


‹informal›

 produce false evidence against (an innocent person) so that they appear guilty




•
 
he claims he was framed.














III.
 
phrases





frame of mind






a particular mood that influences one's attitude or behavior.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frameable

 
/-məbəl /






adjective













2.
 
frameless

 
/ˈfrāmləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
framian

 ‘be useful,’ of Germanic origin and related to from
 . The general sense in Middle English, ‘make ready for use,’ probably led to 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb; it also gave rise to the specific meaning ‘prepare timber for use in building,’ later ‘make the wooden parts of a building,’ essentially the framework, hence the noun sense ‘structure’ (late Middle English).





framed

 
/frāmd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a picture or similar) held in a frame




•
 
a framed photograph of her father.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a building) having a frame of a specified material




•
 
a traditional 
oak-framed

 house.



















frame house

 
/ˈfrām ˈˌhous/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a house constructed from a wooden skeleton, typically covered with sheathing.














frame of reference






noun



1.
 
a set of criteria or stated values in relation to which measurements or judgments can be made




•
 
the observer interprets what he sees in terms of his own cultural frame of reference.










2.
 
(also 
reference frame

 )
 — a system of geometric axes in relation to which measurements of size, position, or motion can be made.













framer

 
/ˈfrāmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who shapes or creates a concept, plan, or system




•
 
objections will be made if the framer of the law can be absolutely proved to have meant one thing.










2.
 
(often 
Framer

 )
 — one of the drafters of the US Constitution




•
 
the Framers would have a hard time recognizing the modern presidency.










3.
 
a person who makes frames for paintings or photographs




•
 
in a frame shop or gallery framers work normal shop hours.



















frame rate






noun




the frequency at which frames in a television picture, film, or video sequence are displayed.




•
 
the higher frame rate is supposed to make fast action scenes look smoother.



















frame saw






noun




a saw with a thin blade kept rigid by being stretched in a frame.














frame-up

 
/ˈfrām ˌəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a conspiracy to falsely incriminate someone.













framework

 
/ˈfrāmˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
an essential supporting structure of a building, vehicle, or object




•
 
a conservatory in a delicate framework of iron.










2.
 
a basic structure underlying a system, concept, or text




•
 
the theoretical framework of political sociology.



















framing

 
/ˈfrāmiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of framing something.




2.
 
frames collectively.













Framingham

 
/ˈfrāmiNGˌham/






an industrial and commercial town in eastern Massachusetts; pop. 64,885 (est. 2008).









franc

 
/fraNGk/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Switzerland and several other countries (including France, Belgium, and Luxembourg until the introduction of the euro), equal to 100 centimes.











– origin

 from Old French, from Latin 
Francorum Rex

 ‘king of the Franks,’ the legend on gold coins struck in the 14th cent. in the reign of Jean le Bon.





Franca

 
/ˈfräNGkə/






an industrial and commercial city in southern Brazil, in São Paulo state; pop. 319,100 (est. 2007).










France

 
/frans/





I.
 
a country in western Europe, on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 64,420,100 (est. 2009); capital, Paris; official language, French.





France became a major power under the Valois and Bourbon dynasties in the 16th–18th centuries and briefly dominated Europe under Napoleon after the overthrow of the monarchy in the French Revolution 1789. Defeated in the Franco-Prussian War 1870–71, the country also suffered much destruction and loss of life in World War I, and during World War II was occupied by the Germans. France was a founding member of the EEC (now the EU) in 1957.





France, Anatole

 
/frans/






(1844–1924), French writer; pseudonym of 
Jacques-Anatole-François Thibault

 . Works include 
Le Crime de Sylvestre Bonnard

 (1881), 
L'Ile des pingouins

 (1908), and 
Les Dieux ont soif

 (1912). Nobel Prize for Literature (1921).









franchise

 
/ˈfranˌCHīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an authorization granted by a government or company to an individual or group enabling them to carry out specified commercial activities, e.g., providing a broadcasting service or acting as an agent for a company's products.




2.
 
a business or service given a franchise to operate.




3.
 
a general title or concept used for creating or marketing a series of products, typically films or television shows




•
 
the Harry Potter franchise.










4.
 
(chiefly in North America) an ownership structure in professional sports in which a league is limited to a fixed number of teams.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an authorization given by a league to own a sports team.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a professional sports team.




7.
 
(also 
franchise player

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a star player on a team.




8.
 
(usu. 
the franchise

 )
 — the right to vote.




9.
 
the rights of citizenship.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant a franchise to (an individual or group).




2.
 
grant a franchise for the sale of (goods) or the operation of (a service)




•
 
all the catering was 
franchised out

 .














III.
 
derivatives





franchiser

 
/ˈfranˌCHīzər /

 
franchisor






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a grant of legal immunity): from Old French, based on 
franc

 , 
franche

 ‘free’ (see frank
 1
 ). 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun dates from the late 18th cent. and 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun from the 20th cent.





franchisee

 
/ˌfranCHīˈzē/






noun




an individual or company that holds a franchise for the sale of goods or the operation of a service




•
 
he had a string of regional offices operated by franchisees.



















Francis

 
/ˈfransəs/






(1936–), Argentinian cleric, pope from 2013; born 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio

 . He is the first pope from the American continent, and the first Jesuit to hold the post.









Francis, Dick

 
/ˈfransis/






(1920–2010), English jockey and writer; full name 
Richard Stanley Francis

 . He was a champion jockey who, after his retirement in 1957, began to write thrillers, mostly set in the world of horse racing.









Francis I






(1494–1547), king of France 1515–47. Much of his reign 1521–44 was spent at war with Charles V of Spain. A supporter of the arts, he commissioned the building of the Louvre.









Franciscan

 
/franˈsiskən/





I.
 
noun




a friar, sister, or lay member of a Christian religious order founded in 1209 by St. Francis of Assisi, or of an order based on Franciscan rule. The Franciscan orders are noted for preachers and missionaries.

Divergences of practice led to the separation of the Friars Minor of the Observance (the Observants) and the Friars Minor Conventual (the Conventuals) in 1517, and to the foundation of the stricter Friars Minor Capuchin (the Capuchins) in 1529. The order of Franciscan nuns was founded by St. Clare (
c.

 1212) under the direction of St. Francis; they are known as ‘Poor Clares.’.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting St. Francis or the Franciscans.











– origin

 from French 
franciscain

 , from modern Latin 
Franciscanus

 , from 
Franciscus

 ‘Francis.’






Francis of Assisi, St.






(
c.

 1181–1226), Italian monk; founder of the Franciscan order 1209; born 
Giovanni di Bernardone

 . He drew up the original rule, based on complete poverty, of the Franciscan order. He is the patron saint of animals. Feast day, October 4.









Francis of Sales, St.

 
/säl/






(1567–1622), French bishop. A leader of the Counter-Reformation, he was bishop of Geneva 1602–22. The Salesian order (founded in 1859) is named after him. Feast day, January 24.









Francis Xavier, St.






see Xavier, St. Francis
 .









francium

 
/ˈfran(t)sēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Fr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 87, a radioactive member of the alkali metal group. Francium occurs naturally as a decay product in uranium and thorium ores.











– origin

 1940s: from France
 (the discoverer's native country) + -ium
 .





Franck, César

 
/fräNGk/






(1822–90), French composer and organist; born in Belgium; full name 
César Auguste Franck

 . Notable works: 
Symphonic Variations

 (1885), the 
D minor Symphony

 (1886–88), and the 
String Quartet

 (1889).









Franck, James






(1882–1964), US physicist; born in Germany. He worked on the bombardment of atoms by electrons and became involved in the US atom bomb project. He advocated the explosion of the bomb in an uninhabited area to demonstrate its power to Japan.










Franco-

 
/ˈfraNGkō /

 
franco-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
French; French and …




•
 
francophone




•
 
Franco-German.










2.
 
relating to France.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Francus

 ‘Frank.’





Franco, Francisco

 
/ˈfraNGkō/






(1892–1975), Spanish general and dictator; head of state 1939–75. Leader of the Nationalists in the Spanish Civil War, he became head of the Falange Party in 1937 and proclaimed himself 
Caudillo

 (“leader”) of Spain. With the defeat of the republic in 1939, he took control of the government and established a dictatorship that ruled Spain until his death.









Francoism

 
/ˈfraNGkōizəm/






noun




the principles and policies advocated by the Spanish dictator General Franco




•
 
his research has focused on the Spanish Civil War and early Francoism.



















Francoist

 
/ˈfraNGkōist/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the principles and policies of the Spanish dictator General Franco




•
 
victims of Francoist repression.














II.
 
noun




an advocate of the principles and policies of the Spanish dictator General Franco




•
 
he was a fervent Francoist.



















francolin

 
/ˈfraNGkələn/





I.
 
noun




a large game bird resembling a partridge, with bare skin on the head or neck, found in Africa and southern Asia.

[Genus 
Francolinus

 , family 
Phasianidae

 : many species.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
francolino

 , of unknown origin.





Franconia

 
/fraNGˈkōnēə/






a medieval duchy in southern Germany, inhabited by the Franks.









Franconian

 
/franˈkōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Franconia or its inhabitants.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Franconia.




2.
 
a group of medieval West Germanic dialects, combining features of Low and High German.




3.
 
the group of modern German dialects of Franconia.













Franconia Notch

 
/fraNGˌkōnēə ˈnäCH/






a valley in the White Mountains of northern New Hampshire, noted for its scenery, including a rock formation called the Old Man of the Mountains.









Francophile

 
/ˈfraNGkəˌfīl/






noun




a person who is fond of or greatly admires France or the French.














francophone

 
/ˈfraNGkəˌfōn /

 
Francophone





I.
 
adjective




French-speaking




•
 
a summit of francophone countries.














II.
 
noun




a person who speaks French.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Franco-
 ‘French’ + Greek 
phōnē

 ‘voice.’





Franco-Prussian War

 
/ˌfraNGkōˌprəSH(ə)n ˈwôr/






the war of 1870–71 between France (under Napoleon III) and Prussia, in which Prussian troops advanced into France and decisively defeated the French at Sedan. The defeat marked the end of the French Second Empire. For Prussia, the proclamation of the new German Empire at Versailles was the climax of Bismarck's ambitions to unite Germany.










frangible

 
/ˈfranjəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 fragile; brittle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
frangibilis

 , from Latin 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





frangipane

 
/ˈfranjəˌpān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an almond-flavored cream or paste.




2.
 
a pastry filled with this.




3.
 
variant spelling of frangipani
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, named after the Marquis Muzio 
Frangipani

 (see frangipani
 ). The term originally denoted the frangipani shrub or tree, the perfume of which is said to have been used to flavor the almond cream.






frangipani

 
/ˌfran(d)ZHəˈpanē ˌfran(d)ZHəˈpänē /

 
frangipane





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American tree or shrub with clusters of fragrant white, pink, or yellow flowers.

[Genus 
Plumeria

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. rubra

 .]




2.
 
perfume obtained from the frangipani plant.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the Marquis Muzio 
Frangipani

 , a 16th-cent. Italian nobleman who invented a perfume for scenting gloves.





franglais

 
/fräNGˈɡlā /

 
Franglaise





I.
 
noun




a form of French using many words and idioms borrowed from English.











– origin

 1960s: coined in French, from a blend of 
français

 ‘French’ and 
anglais

 ‘English.’






frank1


 
/fraNGk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
open, honest, and direct in speech or writing, especially when dealing with unpalatable matters




•
 
a long and frank discussion




•
 


to be

 perfectly 
frank

 , I don't know.










2.
 
open, sincere, or undisguised in manner or appearance




•
 
Katherine saw her look at Sam with frank admiration.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 unmistakable; obvious




•
 
frank ulceration.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘free’): from Old French 
franc

 , from medieval Latin 
francus

 ‘free,’ from 
Francus

 (see Frank
 : only Franks had full freedom in Frankish Gaul). Another Middle English sense was ‘generous,’ which led to the current sense.





frank2


 
/fraNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stamp an official mark on (a letter or parcel), especially to indicate that postage has been paid or does not need to be paid.




2.
 


‹historical›

 sign (a letter or parcel) to ensure delivery free of charge.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 facilitate or pay the passage of (someone)




•
 
English will 
frank

 the traveler 
through

 most of North America.














II.
 
noun




an official mark or signature on a letter or parcel, especially to indicate that postage has been paid or does not need to be paid.

[formerly as a superscribed signature of an eminent person entitled to send letters free of charge.]








III.
 
derivatives





franker






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from frank
 1
 , an early sense being ‘free of obligation.’





frank3


 
/fraNGk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 short for frankfurter
 .














Frank

 
/fraNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Germanic people that conquered Gaul in the 6th century and controlled much of western Europe for several centuries afterward.




2.
 
(in the eastern Mediterranean region) a person of western European nationality or descent.











– origin

 Old English 
Franca

 , of Germanic origin; perhaps from the name of a weapon and related to Old English 
franca

 ‘javelin’ (compare with Saxon
 ); reinforced in Middle English by medieval Latin 
Francus

 and Old French 
Franc

 , of the same origin and related to French
 .





Frank, Anne

 
/fraNGk/






(1929–45), German Jewish girl noted for her diary (
The Diary of a Young Girl

 , 1953) that records the experiences of her family, who hid from the Nazis for two years in occupied Amsterdam. They were eventually betrayed and sent to concentration camps; Anne died in the concentration camp at Belsen.









Frankenfish

 
/ˈfraNGkənˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a genetically modified fish.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the northern snakehead, so dubbed for its voracious appetite and ability to survive adverse conditions.











– origin

 from 
Franken(stein)

 and 
fish

 .





Frankenfood

 
/ˈfraNGkənˌfo͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 genetically modified food




•
 
a cornucopia of pesticide-laden monocrops and lab-engineered Frankenfoods.

















– origin

 1990s: from 
Franken(stein)

 + 
food

 .





Frankenstein

 
/ˈfraNGkənˌstīn/





I.
 
a character in the novel 
Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus

 (1818) by Mary Shelley. Baron Frankenstein is a scientist who creates and brings to life a manlike monster that eventually turns on him and destroys him.




II.
 
(also 
Frankenstein's monster

 ) [as 
noun

 ]
 — a thing that becomes terrifying or destructive to its maker.









Frankfort

 
/ˈfraNGkfərt/






the capital of Kentucky, in the northern part of the state; pop. 27,322 (est. 2008).









Frankfurt

 
/ˈfraNGkfərt/






a commercial city in western Germany, in the state of Hesse; pop. 652,600 (est. 2006). Full name 
Frankfurt am Main

 .










frankfurter

 
/ˈfraNGkfərdər/





I.
 
noun




a seasoned smoked sausage typically made of beef and pork.











– origin

 from German 
Frankfurter Wurst

 ‘Frankfurt sausage.’





Frankfurter, Felix

 
/ˈfraNGkˌfərtər/






(1882–1965), US Supreme Court associate justice 1939–62; born in Austria. He was a founder of the American Civil Liberties Union in 1920 and was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1963.









Frankfurt School






a school of philosophy of the 1920s whose adherents were involved in a reappraisal of Marxism, particularly in terms of the cultural and aesthetic dimension of modern industrial society. Principal figures include Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer, and Herbert Marcuse.










frankincense

 
/ˈfraNGkənˌsens/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic gum resin obtained from an African tree and burned as incense.

Also called olibanum
 , gum olibanum
 . [This resin is obtained from the tree 
Boswellia sacra

 , family 
Burseraceae

 , native to Somalia.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
franc encens

 , literally ‘high-quality incense,’ from 
franc

 (see frank
 1
 ) in an obsolete sense ‘superior, of high quality’ (which also existed in English) + 
encens

 ‘incense.’





franking

 
/ˈfraNGkiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of franking a letter or parcel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a franking machine.










2.
 
an official mark or signature on a letter or parcel to indicate that postage has been paid or does not need to be paid.













Frankish

 
/ˈfraNGkiSH/





I.
 
noun




the West Germanic language of the ancient Franks.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the ancient Franks or their language.













franklin

 
/ˈfraNGklən/





I.
 
noun




a landowner of free but not noble birth in the 14th and 15th centuries in England.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Latin 
francalanus

 , from 
francalis

 ‘held without dues,’ from 
francus

 ‘free’ (see frank
 1
 ).





Franklin, Aretha

 
/ˈfraNGklin/






(1942–), US soul and gospel singer. She became a hit with the album 
I Never Loved a Man (the Way I Love You

 ) (1967) and went on to record more than 30 albums, including the live gospel set 
Amazing Grace

 (1972) and 
A Rose Is Still a Rose

 (1998).









Franklin, Benjamin






(1706–90), American statesman, inventor, and scientist. He was the only individual to sign all three principal documents of the new nation: the Declaration of Independence, the treaty with Great Britain that ended the American Revolution, and the US Constitution. His main scientific achievements were the formulation of a theory of electricity, which introduced positive and negative electricity, and a demonstration of the electrical nature of lightning, which led to the invention of the lightning conductor.









Franklin stove





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cast-iron stove for heating a room, resembling an open fireplace in shape.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after Benjamin 
Franklin

 .





frankly

 
/ˈfraNGklē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in an open, honest, and direct manner




•
 
she talks very frankly about herself.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to emphasize the truth of a statement, however unpalatable or shocking this may be




•
 
frankly, I was pleased to leave.

















usage:

 See usage at hopefully
 .





frankness

 
/ˈfraNGknəs/






noun




the quality of being open, honest, and direct in speech or writing




•
 
Lisa spoke with disarming frankness about the accident.




















frantic

 
/ˈfran(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wild or distraught with fear, anxiety, or other emotion




•
 
she was 
frantic with

 worry.










2.
 
conducted in a hurried, excited, and chaotic way, typically because of the need to act quickly




•
 
frantic attempts to resuscitate the girl.














II.
 
derivatives





franticness

 
/ˈfran(t)iknəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
frentik

 ‘insane, violently mad,’ from Old French 
frenetique

 (see frenetic
 ).





frantically

 
/ˈfran(t)iklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a distraught way owing to fear, anxiety, or other emotion




•
 
women wept as they frantically searched for missing children.










2.
 
in a hurried, excited, or disorganized manner




•
 
the two ladies competing for his attention waved frantically at him




•
 
officials frantically typed on laptops.



















Franz Josef

 
/ˌfränz ˈjōzəf, ˌfränts ˈyōzəf/






(1830–1916), emperor of Austria 1848–1916 and king of Hungary 1867–1916. He gave Hungary equal status with Austria in 1867. His annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908 contributed to European political tensions, and the assassination in Sarajevo of his heir apparent, 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand

 , precipitated World War I.









Franz Josef Land

 
/land, länt/






a group of islands in the Arctic Ocean, discovered in 1873 by an Austrian expedition and annexed by the former Soviet Union in 1928.









frap

 
/frap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 bind (something) tightly.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘strike, beat,’ now only dialect): from Old French 
fraper

 ‘to bind, strike,’ of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





frappé1


 
/fraˈpā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of a drink) iced or chilled




•
 
a crème de menthe frappé.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink served with ice or frozen to a slushy consistency.




2.
 
(usu. 
frappe

 )
 — (chiefly in New England) a milk shake, especially one made with ice cream.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘iced.’





frappé2


 
/fraˈpā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Ballet]

 (of a position) involving a beating action of the toe of one foot against the ankle of the supporting leg




•
 
a battement frappé.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘struck.’





Frascati

 
/frasˈkädē/






noun




a wine, typically white, produced in the region of Frascati, Italy.













Fraser

 
/ˈfrāzər, ˈfrāZHər/






a river in British Columbia, Canada. It rises in the Rocky Mountains and flows in a wide curve for 850 miles (1,360 km) into the Strait of Georgia, just south of Vancouver.









Fraser fir






noun




a North American fir tree, occurring primarily in the mountains of Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina.

[
Abies fraseri

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













frass

 
/fras/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine powdery refuse or fragile perforated wood produced by the activity of boring insects.




2.
 
the excrement of insect larvae.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Frass

 , from 
fressen

 ‘devour.’






frat

 
/frat/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a college fraternity




•
 
a frat party.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





frat boy






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a young man who behaves in a boisterous or foolish manner considered typical of members of some college fraternities.













frater

 
/ˈfrādər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the dining room or refectory of a monastery.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fraitur

 , shortening of 
refreitor

 , from late Latin 
refectorium

 ‘refectory.’






fraternal

 
/frəˈtərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a brother or brothers




•
 
his lack of fraternal feeling shocked me.










2.
 
of or denoting an organization or order for people, especially men, that have common interests or beliefs.




3.
 
(of twins) developed from separate ova and therefore genetically distinct and not necessarily of the same sex or more similar than other siblings.

Compare with identical
 (
sense

 1)).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fraternalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
fraternally

 
/frəˈtərn(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
fraternalis

 , from Latin 
fraternus

 , from 
frater

 ‘brother.’





fraternal twin






noun




either of a pair of twins who, as a result of developing from separate fertilized ova, are genetically distinct and not necessarily of the same sex or more similar in appearance than other siblings




•
 
Candy and Jeff are fraternal twins.



















fraternity

 
/frəˈtərnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group of people sharing a common profession or interests




•
 
members of the hunting fraternity.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a male students' society in a university or college.




3.
 
a religious or Masonic society or guild.




4.
 
the state or feeling of friendship and mutual support within a group




•
 
the ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fraternite

 , from Latin 
fraternitas

 , from 
fraternus

 (see fraternal
 ).





fraternize

 
/ˈfradərˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
associate or form a friendship with someone, especially when one is not supposed to




•
 
she ignored Elisabeth's warning glare against 
fraternizing with

 the enemy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fraternization

 
/ˌfradərnəˈzāSH(ə)n ˈfradərnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
fraternizer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
fraterniser

 , from medieval Latin 
fraternizare

 , from Latin 
fraternus

 ‘brotherly’ (see fraternal
 ).





fratricidal

 
/ˈfratrəˌsīd(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or denoting conflict within a single family or organization




•
 
the fratricidal strife within the party.



















fratricide

 
/ˈfratrəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of one's brother or sister.




2.
 
a person who kills their brother or sister.




3.
 
the accidental killing of one's own forces in war.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a person who kills their brother or sister, derived from Latin 
fratricida

 ): the primary current sense comes via French from late Latin 
fratricidium

 , from 
frater

 ‘brother’ + 
-cidium

 (see -cide
 ).





fratty

 
/ˈfradē/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 characteristic of a college fraternity or its members (often with reference to rowdy behavior)




•
 
three fratty college boys




•
 
fratty bars.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from frat
 + -y
 1
 .






Frau

 
/frou/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address for a married or widowed German-speaking woman




•
 
Frau Nordern.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: German, literally ‘wife.’





fraud

 
/frôd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
wrongful or criminal deception intended to result in financial or personal gain




•
 
he was convicted of fraud




•
 
prosecutions for social security frauds.










2.
 
a person or thing intended to deceive others, typically by unjustifiably claiming or being credited with accomplishments or qualities




•
 
mediums exposed as tricksters and frauds.














II.
 
derivatives





fraudster

 
/ˈfrôdstər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fraude

 , from Latin 
fraus

 , 
fraud-

 ‘deceit, injury.’





fraudulent

 
/ˈfrôjələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
obtained, done by, or involving deception, especially criminal deception




•
 
the fraudulent copying of American software.










2.
 
unjustifiably claiming or being credited with particular accomplishments or qualities




•
 
he unmasked fraudulent psychics.














II.
 
derivatives





fraudulence

 
/ˈfrôjələns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
fraudulentus

 , from 
fraus

 , 
fraud-

 ‘deceit, injury.’





fraudulently

 
/ˈfrôjələntlē/






adverb




in a way that involves deception, especially criminal deception




•
 
she bought goods with a fraudulently obtained credit card




•
 
he fraudulently claimed $13,000 in housing benefits.




















fraught

 
/frôt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
fraught with

 )
 — (of a situation or course of action) filled with or destined to result in (something undesirable)




•
 
marketing any new product is fraught with danger.










2.
 
causing or affected by great anxiety or stress




•
 
there was a fraught silence




•
 
she sounded a bit fraught.

















– origin

 late Middle English, ‘laden, provided, equipped,’ past participle of obsolete 
fraught

 ‘load with cargo,’ from Middle Dutch 
vrachten

 , from 
vracht

 ‘ship's cargo.’ Compare with freight
 .





Fräulein

 
/ˈfroilīn/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address for an unmarried German-speaking woman, especially a young woman




•
 
Fräulein Winkelmann.

















– origin

 German, diminutive of Frau
 .





Fraunhofer, Joseph von

 
/ˈfrounˌhōfər/






(1787–1826), German optician; a pioneer in spectroscopy. He observed and mapped the dark lines in the solar spectrum (
Fraunhofer lines

 ) that result from the absorption of particular frequencies of light by elements present in the outer layers of the sun.










fraxinella

 
/ˌfraksəˈnelə/





I.
 
noun




another term for gas plant
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin (former specific epithet), diminutive of Latin 
fraxinus

 ‘ash tree’ (because of its leaves, thought to resemble those of the ash).






fray1


 
/frā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a fabric, rope, or cord) unravel or become worn at the edge, typically through constant rubbing




•
 
cheap fabric soon frays




•
 (as 
adj.

 
frayed

 )
 
the frayed collar of her old coat.










2.
 
(of a person's nerves or temper) show the effects of strain.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a male deer) rub (a bush or small tree) with the head in order to remove the velvet from newly formed antlers, or to mark territory during the rut.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
freiier

 , from Latin 
fricare

 ‘to rub.’





fray2


 
/frā/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the fray

 )


1.
 
a situation of intense activity, typically one incorporating an element of aggression or competition




•
 
nineteen companies intend to bid for the contract, with three more expected to 
enter the fray

 .










2.
 
a battle or fight.











– origin

 late Middle English: from archaic 
fray

 ‘to quarrel,’ from 
affray

 ‘startle,’ from Anglo-Norman French 
afrayer

 (see affray
 ).





frayed

 
/frād/






adjective



1.
 
(of a fabric, rope, or cord) unraveled or worn at the edge




•
 
the frayed collar of her old coat.










2.
 
(of a person's nerves or temper) showing the effects of strain




•
 
an effort to soothe frayed nerves.



















Frazier, Joe

 
/ˈfrāZHər/






(1944–2011), US heavyweight boxing champion; full name 
Joseph Frazier

 . He first won the world title in 1968, lost it to George Foreman in 1973, and subsequently lost to Muhammad Ali twice before retiring in 1976.









frazil

 
/ˈfrazəl, frəˈzil /

 
frazil ice





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 soft or amorphous ice formed by the accumulation of ice crystals in water that is too turbulent to freeze solid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Canadian French 
frasil

 ‘snow floating in the water,’ from French 
fraisil

 ‘cinders.’





frazzle

 
/ˈfrazəl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
frazzled

 )


1.
 
cause to feel completely exhausted; wear out




•
 
a frazzled parent.










2.
 
fray




•
 
change the skirt if it gets frazzled




•
 


‹figurative›

 it's enough to frazzle the nerves.














II.
 
noun

 — (
a frazzle

 )


1.
 
the state of being completely exhausted or worn out




•
 
I'm tired, 
worn to a frazzle

 .

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally dialect): perhaps a blend of fray
 1
 and obsolete 
fazle

 ‘ravel out,’ of Germanic origin.





FRB






abbreviation



1.
 
Federal Reserve Bank.




2.
 
Federal Reserve Board.













FRCP






abbreviation




Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians.













FRCS






abbreviation




Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons.














freak

 
/frēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very unusual and unexpected event or situation




•
 
the teacher says the accident was a total freak




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a freak storm.










2.
 
(also 
freak of nature

 )
 — a person, animal, or plant with an unusual physical abnormality.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as strange because of their unusual appearance or behavior.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who is obsessed with or unusually enthusiastic about a specified interest




•
 
a fitness freak.










5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person addicted to a drug of a particular kind




•
 
the twins were cocaine freaks.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 a sudden arbitrary change of mind; a whim




•
 
follow this way or that, as the freak takes you.














II.
 
verb



1.
 


‹informal›

 behave or cause to behave in a wild and irrational way, typically because of the effects of extreme emotion, mental illness, or drugs


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I could have 
freaked out

 and started smashing the place up




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he freaks guest stars out on show day.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 fleck or streak randomly




•
 
the white pink and the pansy freaked with jet.



















freaking

 
/ˈfrēkiNG/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express anger, annoyance, contempt, or surprise




•
 
I'm going out of my freaking mind!




•
 
this film is so freaking good.

















– origin

 euphemism for fucking
 .





freakish

 
/ˈfrēkiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bizarre or grotesque; abnormal




•
 
freakish and mischievous elves.










2.
 
capricious or whimsical; unpredictable




•
 
freakish weather.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
freakishly






adverb













2.
 
freakishness






noun





















freak-out

 
/ˈfrēkout/






noun






‹informal›

 a wildly irrational reaction or spell of behavior.













freak show

 
/ˈfrēk ˌSHō/






noun



1.
 
a sideshow at a fair, featuring abnormally developed people or animals.




2.
 
an unusual or grotesque event viewed for pleasure, especially when in bad taste.













freaky

 
/ˈfrēkē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very odd, strange, or eccentric.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
freakily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
freakiness






noun





















freckle

 
/ˈfrek(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a small patch of light brown color on the skin, often becoming more pronounced through exposure to the sun.








II.
 
verb




cover or become covered with freckles


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
skin that freckles easily




•
 (as 
adj.

 
freckled

 )
 
a freckled face.














III.
 
derivatives





freckly

 
/ˈfrekl-ē, ˈfreklē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of dialect 
frecken

 , from Old Norse 
freknur

 (plural).





freckle-faced

 
/ˈfrekəlˌfāst/






adjective




having freckles on the face (often used to suggest innocence or wholesomeness)




•
 
a freckle-faced schoolboy who never lost the merriment of his youth.




















Freddie Mac

 
/ˌfredē ˈmak/





I.
 
informal name for the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, a corporation that trades in mortgages.







– origin

 1970s: loosely from the initial letters of 
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation

 , on the model of Fannie Mae
 .





Frederick

 
/ˈfred(ə)ˌrik/






a city in northern Maryland; pop. 59,213 (est. 2008).










Frederick I

 
/ˌfred(ə)rik T͟Həˈfərst/






(
c.

 1123–90), king of Germany and Holy Roman Emperor 1152–90; known as 
Frederick Barbarossa

 (“Redbeard”). He made a sustained effort to subdue Italy and the papacy, but was eventually defeated at the battle of Legnano in 1176.









Frederick II






(1712–86), king of Prussia 1740–86; known as 
Frederick the Great

 . His campaigns in the War of the Austrian Succession 1740–48 and the Seven Years War 1756–63 succeeded in considerably strengthening Prussia's position; by the end of his reign he had doubled the area of his country.









Fredericksburg

 
/ˈfred(ə)riksˌbərɡ/






a historic commercial city in northeastern Virginia, on the Rappahannock River; pop. 22,818 (est. 2008).









Frederick William






(1620–88), elector of Brandenburg 1640–88; known as 
the Great Elector

 . His program of reconstruction and reorganization following the Thirty Years War brought stability to his country and laid the foundation for the expansion of Prussian power in the 18th century.









Fredericton

 
/ˈfredriktən/





I.
 
the capital of New Brunswick, Canada; pop. 50,535 (2006). The city was founded in 1785 by colonists who left the US after the American Revolution out of loyalty to the British crown.







– origin

 named after 
Frederick

 Augustus (1763–1827), second son of the British king George III.






free

 
/frē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not under the control or in the power of another; able to act or be done as one wishes




•
 
I have no ambitions other than to have a happy life and be free




•
 
a free choice.










2.
 
(of a state or its citizens or institutions) subject neither to foreign domination nor to despotic government




•
 
a free press.










3.
 
[often as 
complement

 ]
 — not or no longer confined or imprisoned




•
 
the researchers set the birds free.










4.
 


‹historical›

 not a slave.




5.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — able or permitted to take a specified action




•
 
you are free to leave.










6.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — denoting an ethnic or political group actively opposing an occupying or invading force, in particular the groups that continued resisting the Germans in World War II after the fall of their countries.

See also Free French
 .




7.
 
[often as 
complement

 ]
 — not physically restrained, obstructed, or fixed; unimpeded




•
 
she lifted the cat free.










8.
 


[Physics]

 (of power or energy) disengaged or available.

See also free energy
 .




9.
 


[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 not bound in an atom, a molecule, or a compound




•
 
the atmosphere of that time contained virtually no free oxygen.







See also free radical
 .




10.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a morpheme) able to occur in isolation.




11.
 
not subject to or constrained by engagements or obligations




•
 
she spent her free time shopping.










12.
 
(of a facility or piece of equipment) not occupied or in use




•
 
the bathroom was free.










13.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
free of/from

 )
 — not subject to or affected by (a specified thing, typically an undesirable one)




•
 
membership is free of charge.










14.
 
given or available without charge




•
 
free health care.










15.
 
using or expending something without restraint; lavish




•
 
she was always 
free with

 her money.










16.
 
frank or unrestrained in speech, expression, or action




•
 
he was free in his talk of revolution.










17.
 


‹archaic›

 overfamiliar or forward in manner.




18.
 
(of a literary style) not observing the strict laws of form.




19.
 
(of a translation) conveying only the broad sense; not literal.




20.
 


[Sailing]

 (of the wind) blowing from a favorable direction to the side or stern of a vessel.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
without cost or payment




•
 
ladies were admitted free.










2.
 


[Sailing]

 with the sheets eased.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release from captivity, confinement, or slavery




•
 
they were 
freed from

 jail.










2.
 
release from physical obstruction, restraint, or entanglement




•
 
I had to tug hard and at last freed him.










3.
 
remove something undesirable or restrictive from




•
 
his inheritance 
freed

 him 
from

 financial constraints




•
 


free

 your mind and body 
of

 excess tension.










4.
 
make available for a particular purpose




•
 
this will 
free up

 funds for development elsewhere.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
for free








‹informal›

 without cost or payment




•
 
these professionals were giving their time for free.















2.
 
free and easy







/ˈfrē ən ˈēzē /

 — informal and relaxed.









3.
 
free, gratis, and for nothing








‹humorous›

 without charge.









4.
 
a free hand






freedom to act at one's own discretion.









5.
 
free on board






(abbr.: 
f.o.b.

 )
 — including or assuming delivery without charge to the buyer's named destination.









6.
 
(a) free rein






see rein
 .









7.
 
a free ride






a situation in which someone benefits without having to make a fair contribution




•
 
people have been having a free ride, paying so little rent that there is no money for maintenance.















8.
 
the free world






the noncommunist countries of the world, as formerly opposed to the Soviet bloc.









9.
 
it's a free country






said when asserting that a course of action is not illegal or forbidden, often in justification of it.









10.
 
make free with






treat without ceremony or proper respect




•
 
he'll have something to say about your making free with his belongings.


















V.
 
derivatives





freeness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
frēo

 (adjective), 
frēon

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vrij

 and German 
frei

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘to love,’ shared by friend
 . / 
usage:

 
Free

 means ‘without charge,’ and a gift is ‘something given without charge.’ The expression “free gift” is therefore a needless repetition.





-free

 
/ˌfredəriksˈbərɡ/





I.
 
combining form




free of or from




•
 
smoke-free




•
 
tax-free.

















– origin

 from free
 .





free agent

 
/frē ˈājənt/






noun



1.
 
a person who does not have any commitments that restrict their actions.




2.
 
a sports player who is not bound by a contract and so is eligible to join any team.













free alongside ship

 
FAS






adverb




without charge for delivery to the boarding area next to a ship, but with the understanding that the buyer is responsible for the item once it is so delivered.













free association

 
/frē əˌsōsēˈāSHən əˌsōSHēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 the mental process by which one word or image may spontaneously suggest another without any apparent connection.




2.
 
a psychoanalytic technique for investigation of the unconscious mind, in which a relaxed subject reports all passing thoughts without reservation.




3.
 
the forming of a group, political alliance, or other organization without any constraint or external restriction




•
 
it would violate their First Amendment rights of free association and free expression.














II.
 
derivatives





free-associate






verb





free association
 (
sense

 1)






















freebase

 
/ˈfrēˌbās /

 
freebase cocaine





I.
 
noun




cocaine that has been converted from its salt to its base form by heating with ether or boiling with sodium bicarbonate, taken by inhaling the fumes or smoking the residue.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare or take (freebase cocaine).













freebie

 
/ˈfrēbē /

 
freebee





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a thing given free of charge.











– origin

 1940s: an arbitrary formation from free
 .





freeboard

 
/ˈfrēbôrd/






noun




the height of a ship's side between the waterline and the deck.














freebooter

 
/ˈfrēˌbo͞odər/





I.
 
noun




a pirate or lawless adventurer.








II.
 
derivatives





freeboot






verb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
vrijbuiter

 , from 
vrij

 ‘free’ + 
buit

 ‘booty,’ + the noun suffix 
-er

 . Compare with filibuster
 .





freeborn

 
/ˈfrēbôrn/






adjective




not born in slavery.













Free Church

 
/ˌfrē ˈCHərCH/






noun




a Christian Church that has dissented or seceded from an established Church.














free climbing

 
/ˈfrē ˌklīmiNG/





I.
 
noun




rock climbing without the assistance of devices such as pegs placed in the rock, but occasionally using ropes and belays.

Compare with aid climbing
 .








II.
 
derivatives





free climb






noun, verb





















freedman

 
/ˈfrēdmən ˈfrēdman/






noun






‹historical›

 an emancipated slave.













freedom

 
/ˈfrēdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or restraint




•
 
we do have some freedom of choice




•
 
he talks of revoking some of the freedoms.










2.
 
absence of subjection to foreign domination or despotic government




•
 
he was a champion of Irish freedom.










3.
 
the state of not being imprisoned or enslaved




•
 
the shark thrashed its way to freedom.










4.
 
the state of being physically unrestricted and able to move easily




•
 
the shorts have a side split for freedom of movement.










5.
 
(
freedom from

 )
 — the state of not being subject to or affected by (a particular undesirable thing)




•
 
government policies to achieve freedom from want.










6.
 
the power of self-determination attributed to the will; the quality of being independent of fate or necessity.




7.
 
unrestricted use of something




•
 
the dog is happy having the freedom of the house when we are out.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 familiarity or openness in speech or behavior.











– origin

 Old English 
frēodōm

 (see free
 , -dom
 ).





freedom fighter

 
/ˈfrēdəm ˌfīdər/






noun




a person who takes part in a violent struggle to achieve a political goal, especially in order to overthrow their government.













freedom march






noun




a march organized as a demonstration of protest against a political entity for its oppressive policies, which are often directed at a specific group such as a minority.













freedom of conscience






noun




the right to follow one's own beliefs in matters of religion and morality.













freedom of religion






noun




the right to practice whatever religion one chooses.














freedom of speech

 
free speech






noun




the right to express any opinions without censorship or restraint.













freedom of the seas






noun




the right of merchant ships to move freely on the seas in peace or war without interference except in territorial zones.













freedom rider






noun






(US)

 a person who challenged racial laws in the American South in the 1960s, originally by refusing to abide by the laws designating that seating in buses be segregated by race.













Freedom Trail






a walking tour in Boston, Massachusetts, that takes visitors past historic sites relating to the American Revolution.










free energy






noun






[Physics]

 a thermodynamic quantity equivalent to the capacity of a system to do work.













free enterprise

 
/ˌfrē ˈen(t)ərˌprīz/






noun




an economic system in which private business operates in competition and largely free of state control.













free fall

 
/ˈfrē ˌfôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
downward movement under the force of gravity only




•
 
the path of a body in free fall.










2.
 
the part of a parachute-descent before the parachute opens.




3.
 
the movement of a spacecraft in space without thrust from the engines.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move under the force of gravity only; fall rapidly.













free fire zone






noun



1.
 
a military combat zone in which there are no restrictions on the use of fire power.




2.
 
an area of activity apparently without rules.













free flight

 
/ˈfrē ˌflīt/






noun




the flight of a spacecraft, rocket, or missile when the engine is not producing thrust.













free-floating

 
/frē ˈflōdiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not attached to anything and able to move freely




•
 
free-floating aquatic plants.










2.
 
not assigned to a fixed or particular position, category, or level




•
 
free-floating exchange rates.










3.
 
(of a person) not committed to a particular cause or political party.




4.
 


[Psychiatry]

 (of anxiety) chronic and generalized, without an obvious cause.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
free-float






verb













2.
 
free-floater






noun





















free-flowing






adjective



1.
 
moving in a continuous, steady stream




•
 
free-flowing traffic.










2.
 
(of movement or play in sports) smooth and fluent




•
 
the free-flowing movements of modern dance.










3.
 
(of drink) available in abundant quantities




•
 
free-flowing champagne.



















free-for-all

 
/ˈˌfrē fə ˈˌrôl/






noun




a disorganized or unrestricted situation or event in which everyone may take part, especially a fight, discussion, or trading market.













free-form

 
/ˈfrē ˌfô(ə)rm/






adjective




not conforming to a regular or formal structure or shape




•
 
a free-form jazz improvisation.




















Free French






plural noun




an organization of French troops and volunteers in exile formed under General de Gaulle in 1940. Based in London, the movement organized forces that opposed the Axis powers in French Equatorial Africa, Lebanon, and elsewhere, and cooperated with the French Resistance.













freegan

 
/ˈfrēɡən/





I.
 
noun




a person who rejects consumerism and seeks to help the environment by reducing waste, especially by retrieving and using discarded food and other goods.




•
 
there is a need for more freegans in our wasteful society.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of free
 and vegan
 .





free gift






noun




a small item given without charge as an inducement to purchase or subscribe to something




•
 
some banks offer free gifts to students




•
 
receive a free gift when you order a trial shipment.



















free good






noun






[Economics]

 a resource, such as sunlight or air, which is so abundant that its availability is not a constraint on economic activity




•
 
water can no longer be considered as a free good.



















freehand

 
/ˈfrēˌhand/






adjective, adverb




(especially with reference to drawing) done manually without the aid of instruments such as rulers


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a freehand sketch




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the pictures should be drawn freehand.



















free-handed

 
/ˌfrēˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective




generous, especially with money.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
free-handedly

 
/ˌfrēˌhandədlē /






adverb













2.
 
free-handedness

 
/ˌfrēˈhandədnəs /






noun





















free hit






noun




(in field hockey) a penalty hit awarded for a foul committed outside the goal area




•
 
a quickly taken free hit by the home team was excellently converted.




















freehold

 
/ˈfrēˌhōld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
permanent and absolute tenure of land or property with freedom to dispose of it at will.

Often contrasted with leasehold
 .




2.
 
(
the freehold

 )
 — the ownership of a piece of land or property by permanent tenure.




3.
 
a piece of land or property held by permanent tenure.








II.
 
adjective




held by or having the status of freehold.








III.
 
derivatives





freeholder

 
/ˈfrēˌhōldər /






noun





















free jazz






noun




an improvised style of jazz characterized by the absence of set chord patterns or time patterns.













freekeh

 
/ˈfrēkə/





I.
 
noun




a cereal food made from unripened wheat that has been roasted and typically crushed into small pieces, used especially in Middle Eastern cookery




•
 
cook the freekeh in simmering salted water for about 15 minutes, then drain.

















– origin

 Arabic 
farīka

 , from 
farīk

 ‘rubbed,’ from 
faraka

 ‘to rub’ (the grain is rubbed between the hands, so that the husks can be blown away).





free kick

 
/ˈˌfrē ˈkik/






noun




(in soccer and rugby) an unimpeded kick of the stationary ball awarded to one side as a penalty for a foul or infringement by the other side.













freelance

 
/ˈfrēˌlans/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
working for different companies at different times rather than being permanently employed by one company




•
 
a freelance journalist.










2.
 
independent or uncommitted in politics or personal life.








II.
 
adverb




earning one's living as a freelance




•
 
I work freelance from home.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a freelance worker.




2.
 
(often 
free lance

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a medieval mercenary.








IV.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
earn one's living as a freelance.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a mercenary): originally as two words.





freelancer

 
/ˈfrēˌlansər/






noun




a person who works freelance.













free-living

 
/ˌfrēˈliviNG/






adjective



1.
 
freely indulging in pleasures, especially that of eating; having an unrestricted or independent lifestyle.




2.
 


[Biology]

 living freely and independently, not as a parasite or attached to a substrate.













freeloader

 
/ˈfrēˌlōdər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who takes advantage of others' generosity without giving anything in return.








II.
 
derivatives





freeload

 
/ˈfrēˌlōd /






verb





















free love

 
/frē ləv/






noun




the idea or practice of having sexual relations according to choice, without being restricted by marriage or other long-term relationships.













freely

 
/ˈfrēlē/






adverb



1.
 
not under the control of another; as one wishes




•
 
I roamed freely.










2.
 
without restriction or interference




•
 
air can freely circulate.










3.
 
in copious or generous amounts




•
 
she drank freely to keep up her courage.










4.
 
openly and honestly




•
 
you may speak freely.










5.
 
willingly and readily; without compulsion




•
 
I freely confess to this failing.



















freeman

 
/ˈfrēmən ˈfrēˌman/






noun



1.
 
a person who is entitled to full political and civil rights.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person who is not a slave or serf.













Freeman, Morgan

 
/ˈfrēmən/






(1937–), US actor. Notable movies: 
Street Smart

 (1987), 
Driving Miss Daisy

 (1989), 
The Shawshank Redemption

 (1994), and 
Million Dollar Baby

 (2004).









free market

 
/ˈˌfrē ˈmärkət/





I.
 
noun




an economic system in which prices are determined by unrestricted competition between privately owned businesses.








II.
 
derivatives





free marketeer

 
free-marketeer






noun





















freemartin

 
/ˈfrēˌmärtn/





I.
 
noun




a hermaphrodite or imperfect sterile female calf that is the twin of a male calf whose hormones affected its development.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Freemason

 
/ˈfrēˌmās(ə)n/






noun




a member of an international order established for mutual help and fellowship, which holds elaborate secret ceremonies.

The original 
freemasons

 were itinerant skilled stonemasons of the 14th century, who are said to have recognized fellow craftsmen by secret signs. Modern Freemasonry is usually traced to the formation of the Grand Lodge in London in 1717; members are typically professionals and businessmen.













Freemasonry

 
/ˈfrēˌmāsnrē/






noun



1.
 
the system and institutions of the Freemasons.




2.
 
(
freemasonry

 )
 — instinctive sympathy or fellow feeling between people with something in common




•
 
the unshakable freemasonry of actors in a crisis.



















free pass






noun




an authorization of free admission or travel.













Freeport

 
/ˈfrēpôrt/





I.
 
a port city in the northern Bahamas, on Grand Bahama Island; pop. 44,300 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a commercial and industrial city in northwestern Illinois; pop. 24,615 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a commercial village in the town of Hempstead on Long Island in New York; pop. 43,881 (est. 2008).









free port

 
/ˈfrē ˌpôrt/






noun



1.
 
a port open to all traders.




2.
 
a port area where goods in transit are exempt from customs duty.














free radical






noun






[Chemistry]

 an uncharged molecule (typically highly reactive and short-lived) having an unpaired valence electron.













free-range

 
/ˈˌfrē ˈˌrānj/






adjective



1.
 
(of livestock, especially poultry) kept in natural conditions, with freedom of movement.




2.
 
(of eggs) produced by birds reared under natural conditions.













free running






noun




a version of parkour that includes acrobatic moves that are purely aesthetic.













free safety






noun






[Football]

 a defensive back who is usually free from an assignment to cover a particular player on the offensive team.













free school






noun



1.
 
(in England) a school set up by an organization or a group of individuals, funded by the government but not controlled by the local authority.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a school for which no fees were charged, typically run at public expense.













freesia

 
/ˈfrēZHə/





I.
 
noun




a small southern African plant of the iris family, with fragrant, colorful, tubular flowers, many varieties of which are cultivated for use by florists.

[Genus 
Freesia

 , family 
Iridaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Friedrich H. T. 
Freese

 (died 1876), German physician.





free silver






adjective




denoting a US political movement for the free coinage of silver, especially that of the last quarter of the nineteenth century.













free skating





I.
 
noun




the sport of performing variable skating figures and jumps to music.








II.
 
derivatives





free skate






noun





















free speech






noun




another term for freedom of speech
 .













free-spending






adjective




(of a person or their behavior) spending money in an extravagant way




•
 
cruise ships brimming with free-spending tourists.



















free spirit

 
/frē ˈspirit/






noun




an independent or uninhibited person




•
 
they raised their children to be free spirits.



















free-spirited

 
/ˌfrēˈspirədəd/






adjective




independent and not constrained by convention




•
 
a free-spirited girl who stands up for herself




•
 
Berlin beckons with its free-spirited lifestyle.



















free-spoken

 
/ˌfrēˈspōkən/






adjective






‹archaic›

 speaking candidly and openly.













freestanding

 
/ˌfrēˈstandiNG/






adjective



1.
 
not supported by another structure.




2.
 
not relying on or linked to anything else; independent




•
 
if extracts rather than complete texts are used, they should be freestanding and coherent.




















Free State

 
/frē stāt/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (before the Civil War) a state of the US in which slavery was illegal.




2.
 
(
the Free State

 )
 — a nickname for the state of Maryland
 .




3.
 
a province in central South Africa, situated to the north of the Orange River; capital, Bloemfontein.

Formerly called (until 1995) Orange Free State
 .













freestone

 
/ˈfrēstōn/






noun



1.
 
rock that can be cut easily in any direction, in particular a fine-grained sandstone or limestone of uniform texture.

[from Old French 
franche pere

 ‘excellent rock.’]




2.
 
a stone fruit in which the pit is easily separated from the flesh when the fruit is ripe


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
freestone peaches.







Contrasted with clingstone
 .













freestyle

 
/ˈfrēˌstīl/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a contest or version of a sport in which there are few restrictions on the moves or techniques that competitors employ




•
 
freestyle wrestling.














II.
 
noun




a contest in which there are few restrictions, in particular a swimming race in which competitors may use any stroke.








III.
 
derivatives





freestyler






noun





















free-swimming

 
/ˌfrēˈswimiNG/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an aquatic animal) not attached to an object or substrate and able to swim freely.













free-tailed bat

 
freetail bat






noun




a streamlined fast-flying insectivorous bat with a projecting tail, found in tropical and subtropical countries.

[Family 
Molossidae

 : several genera and numerous species, including the mastiff bats and hairless bats.]













freethinker

 
/ˌfrēˈTHiNGkər/





I.
 
noun




a person who rejects accepted opinions, especially those concerning religious belief.








II.
 
derivatives





freethinking

 
/ˌfrēˈTHiNGkiNG /






noun, adjective






















free throw

 
/ˈfrē ˌTHrō/






noun






[Basketball]

 an unimpeded attempt at a basket (worth one point) awarded to a player following a foul or other infringement.














free-throw line

 
free throw line






noun






[Basketball]

 another term for foul line
 .













free-to-air

 
//






adjective




denoting or relating to television programs broadcast on standard public or commercial networks, as opposed to subscription satellite or cable.













Freetown

 
/ˈfrētoun/






the capital and chief port of Sierra Leone; pop. 827,000 (est. 2007).









free trade

 
/ˈˌfrē ˈtrād/






noun




international trade left to its natural course without tariffs, quotas, or other restrictions.













free university






noun




a nontraditional educational program of courses often taught by nonprofessionals as an alternative to traditional academic programs, usually offered without prerequisites at low cost or at no cost.














free verse

 
/frē vərs/






noun




poetry that does not rhyme or have a regular meter.

Also called vers libre
 .













freeware

 
/ˈfrēˌwer/






noun




software that is available free of charge.













freeway

 
/ˈfrēˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an express highway, especially one with controlled access.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a toll-free highway.













free weight






noun




a weight used in weightlifting that is not attached to an apparatus.













freewheel

 
/ˈfrē(h)wēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride a bicycle with the pedals at rest, especially downhill




•
 
he had come freewheeling down the road.










2.
 
allow a motor vehicle to travel without the engine running or in neutral gear




•
 
she was convinced that she saved a lot of money by turning the engine off and freewheeling down the hill.










3.
 
act or proceed in a relaxed or casual way, without making much effort




•
 
I'm not the sort of person who would freewheel his way to the end of a contract




•
 
another manager might have been willing to freewheel through one final season.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that allows a bicycle wheel to revolve forward while the crank is stationary.




2.
 
a device in a motor vehicle transmission allowing the drive shaft to spin faster than the engine.













freewheeling

 
/ˈfrēˌ(h)wēliNG/






adjective




characterized by a disregard for rules or conventions; unconstrained or uninhibited




•
 
he exemplifies the freewheeling spirit of a certain sector of the digital economy




•
 
the freewheeling drug scene of the sixties.



















free will

 
/ˌfrē ˈwil/





I.
 
noun




the power of acting without the constraint of necessity or fate; the ability to act at one's own discretion.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a donation) given readily; voluntary




•
 
free-will offerings.




















freeze

 
/frēz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) be turned into ice or another solid as a result of extreme cold




•
 
in the winter the milk froze.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — turn (a liquid) into ice or another solid.




3.
 
(of something wet or containing liquid) become blocked, covered, or rigid with ice




•
 
the pipes had frozen.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something wet or containing liquid) to become blocked, covered, or rigid with ice


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the ground was 
frozen hard

 .










5.
 
be or feel so cold that one is near death (often used hyperbolically)




•
 
you'll 
freeze to death

 standing there.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the weather) cause (someone) to feel so cold that they are near death.




7.
 
(of the weather) be at or below freezing




•
 
at night it froze again.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deprive (a part of the body) of feeling, especially by the application of a chilled anesthetic substance.




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat (someone) with a cold manner; stare coldly at (someone)




•
 
she would 
freeze

 him 
with

 a look when he tried to talk to her.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — store (something) at a very low temperature in order to preserve it




•
 
the cake can be frozen.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be able to be preserved by freezing




•
 
this soup 
freezes well

 .










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become suddenly motionless or paralyzed with fear or shock




•
 
Mathewson froze on the spot, unable to take the next step.










13.
 
stop moving when ordered or directed.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hold (something) at a fixed level or in a fixed state for a period of time




•
 
new spending on defense was to be frozen.










15.
 
prevent (assets) from being used for a period of time




•
 
the charity's bank account has been frozen.










16.
 
stop (a moving image) at a particular frame when filming or viewing




•
 
the camera will set fast shutter speeds to freeze the action.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a computer screen) become temporarily locked because of system problems.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of holding or being held at a fixed level or in a fixed state




•
 
workers faced a pay freeze.










2.
 
short for freeze-frame
 .




3.
 
a period of frost or very cold weather




•
 
the big freeze surprised the weathermen.














III.
 
phrases





freeze one's blood






(or 
one's blood freezes

 )
 — fill (or be filled) with a sudden feeling of great fear or horror.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





freeze someone out








‹informal›

 behave in a hostile or obstructive way so as to exclude someone from something.












V.
 
derivatives





freezable

 
/-zəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
frēosan

 (in the phrase 
hit frēoseth

 ‘it is freezing, it is so cold that water turns to ice’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vriezen

 and German 
frieren

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
pruina

 ‘hoarfrost’ and frost
 .





freeze-dry

 
/ˈfrēz ˌdrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
freeze-dried

 )


1.
 
preserve (something) by rapidly freezing it and then subjecting it to a high vacuum that removes ice by sublimation




•
 
freeze-dried beef stew.




















freeze-frame

 
/ˈfrēz ˌfrām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the facility of stopping a film or videotape in order to view a motionless image.




2.
 
a single frame forming a motionless image from a film or videotape.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use a freeze-frame facility on (an image or a recording).













freeze-out

 
/ˈfrēzout/






noun






‹informal›

 an exclusion of a person or organization from something, by boycotting or ignoring them.













freezer

 
/ˈfrēzər/






noun



1.
 
a refrigerated compartment, cabinet, or room for preserving food at very low temperatures.




2.
 
a device for making frozen desserts such as ice cream or sherbet.













freeze-up

 
/ˈfrēzəp/






noun



1.
 
a period of extreme cold.




2.
 


(US)

 the freezing over of a body of water such as a lake or river




•
 
until freeze-up, the caribou stay near the lake.



















freezing

 
/ˈfrēziNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
below 32°F (0°C)




•
 
strong winds and freezing temperatures.










2.
 
(used hyperbolically) very cold




•
 
he was freezing and miserable




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
it was freezing cold outside.










3.
 
(of fog or rain) consisting of droplets that freeze rapidly on contact with a surface to form ice.








II.
 
noun




the freezing point of water




•
 
the temperature was well above freezing.



















freezing point

 
/ˈfrēziNG ˌpoint/






noun




the temperature at which a liquid turns into a solid when cooled.













Frege, Gottlob

 
/ˈfrāɡə/






(1848–1925), German philosopher and mathematician; founder of modern logic.









Freiburg

 
/ˈfrībərɡ, -ˌbo͝ork/






an industrial city in southwestern Germany, in the state of Baden-Württemberg, on the edge of the Black Forest; pop. 220,600 (est. 2009). Full name 
Freiburg im Breisgau

 .










freight

 
/frāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
goods transported by truck, train, ship, or aircraft.




2.
 
the transport of goods by truck, train, ship, or aircraft.




3.
 
a charge for transport by freight.




4.
 
(in full 
freight train

 )
 — a train of freight cars




•
 
sugar and molasses moving by freight.










5.
 
a load or burden.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport (goods) in bulk by truck, train, ship, or aircraft




•
 
the metals had been freighted from the city




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
ships freighting to Dublin.










2.
 
(
be freighted with

 )
 — be laden or imbued with (something abstract)




•
 
each word was freighted with anger.














III.
 
derivatives





freighting

 
/frātiNG /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rental of a ship for transporting goods’): from Middle Dutch, Middle Low German 
vrecht

 , variant of 
vracht

 ‘ship's cargo.’ Compare with fraught
 .





freightage

 
/ˈfrādij/






noun



1.
 
the carrying of goods in bulk.




2.
 
goods carried in bulk; freight.













freight car

 
/ˈfrāt ˌkär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a railroad car for carrying freight.













freighter

 
/ˈfrādər/






noun



1.
 
a ship or aircraft designed to carry goods in bulk.




2.
 
a person who loads, receives, or forwards goods for transport.













freight train






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a train for carrying goods rather than people




•
 
a collision between a passenger train and a freight train.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used in reference to a phenomenon regarded as powerful and unstoppable




•
 
people do not see the freight train of fiscal chaos coming




•
 
cybercrime is a runaway freight train.



















Frelimo

 
/freˈlēmō/





I.
 
the nationalist liberation party of Mozambique, founded in 1962. After independence in 1975, Frelimo governed Mozambique as a one-party state until 1990, when a multiparty system was introduced.







– origin

 Portuguese, contraction of 
Frente de Libertação de Moçambique

 , the name of the party.





Fremantle

 
/ˈfrēˌman(t)l/






a city in southwestern Australia, in the state of Western Australia, the port for Perth; pop. 27,453 (2008).









Fremont

 
/ˈfrēmänt/





I.
 
an industrial and commercial city in north central California, south of Oakland, off San Francisco Bay; pop. 202,867 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in eastern Nebraska, on the north shore of the Platte River, northwest of Omaha; pop. 25,224 (est. 2008).









Frémont, John Charles

 
/ˈfrēˌmänt/






(1813–90), US explorer and politician. He explored several viable routes to the Pacific Ocean across the Rocky Mountains in the 1840s. During the Mexican War 1846–48, he fought to win California. In 1856, he unsuccessfully opposed James Buchanan for the presidency.










French

 
/fren(t)SH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to France or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Romance language of France, also used in parts of Belgium, Switzerland, and Canada, in several countries of northern and western Africa and the Caribbean, and elsewhere.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 short for French vermouth
 .




3.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the French

 )
 — the people of France collectively.








III.
 
phrases





(if you'll) excuse (or pardon) my French








‹informal›

 used to apologize for swearing.












IV.
 
derivatives





Frenchness






noun

















French is the first or official language of over 200 million people and is widely used as a second language. It is a Romance language that developed from the Latin spoken in Gaul, the northern dialects becoming dominant after Paris became the capital in the 10th century. French became widely used owing to the cultural influence and colonial expansion of France from the 11th century, and it had a very great influence on English as the language of the Norman ruling class. / 
– origin

 Old English 
Frencisc

 , of Germanic origin, from the base of Frank
 .





French, Daniel Chester

 
/frenCH/






(1850–1931), US sculptor. Among his works are the statue of the Minute Man, unveiled 1875 at Concord, Massachusetts, and the seated figure of Abraham Lincoln, completed 1922, in the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC.










French and Indian War





I.
 
North American war (1754–63) between France and Great Britain.





France's Canadian colonies and American Indian allies were pitted against Britain and its American colonies. The beginning of these hostilities became the prelude to and major cause of the Seven Years War and marked the onset of George Washington's rise to prominence. The conflict ended with the Treaty of Paris; Britain won nearly all of French North America.





French braid





I.
 
noun




a hairstyle in which all the hair is gathered into one large braid down the back of the head, starting from the forehead.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create a French braid.













French bread






noun




white bread in a long, crisp loaf.













French Canadian

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈˌkəˈnādēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Canadian whose principal language is French.




2.
 
the form of French spoken in Canada.








II.
 
adjective




relating to French-speaking Canadians or their language.














French chalk

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈCHôk/






noun




talc used for marking cloth and removing grease and, in powder form, as a dry lubricant.













French Congo






former name (until 1910) of French Equatorial Africa
 .









French cuff






noun




a shirt cuff that is folded back before fastening, creating a double-layered cuff.













French curve






noun




a template used for drawing curved lines.













French-cut






adjective



1.
 


[Cooking]

 sliced obliquely




•
 
French-cut green beans.










2.
 
(of women's panties) cut so as to reveal much of the upper thigh.













French door






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a door with glass panes throughout its length.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a French window.













French dressing

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈdresiNG/






noun



1.
 
a salad dressing of vinegar, oil, and seasonings.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sweet, creamy salad dressing commercially prepared from oil, tomato puree, and spices.














French Equatorial Africa






a former federation of French territories in west central Africa 1910–58. Previously called French Congo, its constituent territories were Chad, Ubanghi Shari (now the Central African Republic), Gabon, and Middle Congo (now Congo).










French fries

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈfrīz /

 
French fried potatoes






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 potatoes cut into strips and deep-fried.













French Guiana

 
/ˌfren(t)SH ɡēˈänə ˌfren(t)SH ɡīˈanə/






an overseas department of France, in northern South America; pop. 202,000 (est. 2007); capital, Cayenne.









french heel






noun




a high, curved heel on a woman's shoe.














French horn

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈhôrn/






noun




a brass instrument with a coiled tube, valves, and a wide bell, developed from the simple hunting horn in the 17th century. It is played with the right hand in the bell to soften the tone and increase the range of available harmonics.













Frenchify

 
/ˈfren(t)SHəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
Frenchified

 )


1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 make French in form, character, or manners




•
 
she pronounced it without the Frenchified accent.




















French kiss

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈkis/





I.
 
noun




a kiss with contact between tongues.








II.
 
derivatives





French kissing






noun





















French knot






noun




(in embroidery) a stitch in which the thread is wound around the needle, which is then passed back through the fabric at almost the same point to form a small dot.













French leave





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an unauthorized or unannounced departure; absence without permission




•
 
he seems to have 
taken French leave

 .

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: said to derive from the French custom of leaving a dinner or ball without saying goodbye to the host or hostess. The phrase was first recorded shortly after the Seven Years’ War (1756–63); the equivalent French expression is 
filer à l'Anglaise

 , literally ‘to escape in the style of the English.’






French letter

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈledər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a condom.













Frenchman

 
/ˈfren(t)SHmən/






noun




a person, especially a man, who is French by birth or descent.













French manicure






noun




a style of manicure in which the fingernails are painted pale pink with a white band at the tip.













French pastry






noun




a rich pastry, often with a filling of fruit or custard.













French polish

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈpäliSH/





I.
 
noun




shellac polish that produces a high gloss on wood.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (wood) with French polish.













French Polynesia

 
/ˌfren(t)SH päləˈnēZHə/






an overseas territory of France in the South Pacific; pop. 287,000 (est. 2009); capital, Papeete (on the island of Tahiti). French Polynesia includes the Society Islands, the Gambier Islands, the Tuamotu Archipelago, the Tubuai Islands, and the Marquesas. It was granted partial autonomy in 1977.









French poodle






noun






(chiefly US)

 a poodle




•
 
they often meet fans of the orchestra while taking their two French poodles for walks in the park.



















French press






noun



1.
 
( in the UK)
 — 

‹trademark›

 a coffee pot containing a plunger made of fine mesh with which the grounds are pushed to the bottom when the coffee is ready to be poured




•
 
the coffee here comes in a French press.










2.
 
an exercise designed to strengthen the triceps muscle, performed by lying face up and lifting and lowering a barbell by straightening and bending the arms




•
 
only one major muscle is involved in the French press.



















French Republican calendar






noun




a reformed calendar officially introduced by the French Republican government on October 5, 1793.

The calendar was taken to have started on the equinox of September 22, 1792, the day of the proclamation of the Republic. It had twelve months of thirty days each, with five days of festivals at the year's end (six in leap years). The names of the months were Vendémiaire, Brumaire, Frimaire, Nivose, Pluviose, Ventose, Germinal, Floréal, Plairial, Messidor, Thermidor, and Fructidor. The new calendar was abandoned under the Napoleonic regime, and the Gregorian calendar was formally reinstated on January 1, 1806.













French Revolution

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
the overthrow of the Bourbon monarchy in France (1789–99).





The French Revolution began with the meeting of the legislative assembly (the States General) in May 1789 when the French government was already in crisis; the Bastille was stormed in July of the same year. The revolution became steadily more radical and ruthless with power increasingly in the hands of the Jacobins and Robespierre; Louis XVI's execution in January 1793 was followed by Robespierre's Reign of Terror. The revolution failed to produce a stable form of republican government, and after several different forms of administration, the last, the Directory, was overthrown by Napoleon in 1799.





French roll






noun



1.
 
a crisp roll of French bread.




2.
 
another term for French twist
 .













French seam

 
/ˌfrenCH ˈsēm/






noun




a seam with the raw edges enclosed.













French Somaliland

 
/ˌfren(t)SH səˈmälēland/






former name (until 1967) of Djibouti
 .









French Southern and Antarctic Territories






an overseas territory of France, comprised of Adélie Land in Antarctica, the Kerguelen and Crozet archipelagos, and the islands of Amsterdam and St. Paul in the southern Indian Ocean.










French Sudan






former name of Mali
 .









French tickler






noun






‹informal›

 a condom with ribbed protrusions.














French toast

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈtōst/






noun




bread coated in egg and milk and fried.














French twist






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a woman's hairstyle in which the hair is tucked into a vertical roll down the back of the head.














French vermouth






noun




dry vermouth.













French Wars of Religion






a series of religious and political conflicts in France (1562–98) involving the Protestant Huguenots on one side and Catholic groups on the other. The wars were complicated by interventions from Spain, Rome, England, the Netherlands, and elsewhere, and were not brought to an end until the settlement of the Edict of Nantes.









French West Africa

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˌwest ˈafrəkə/






a former federation of French territories in northwestern Africa 1895–1959. Its constituent territories were Senegal, Mauritania, French Sudan (now Mali), Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso), Niger, French Guinea (now Guinea), Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), and Dahomey (now Benin).









French window

 
/ˈˌfrenCH ˈwindō/






noun

 — (usu. 
French windows

 )


1.
 
each of a pair of casement windows extending to the floor in an outside wall, serving as a window and door.













Frenchwoman

 
/ˈfren(t)SHˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female who is French by birth or descent.













Frenchy

 
/ˈfren(t)SHē /

 
Frenchie





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 perceived as characteristically French




•
 
a perfect example of that kind of progressive Frenchy art.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a French person.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 a French Canadian.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 short for French letter
 .













frenemy

 
/ˈfrenəmi/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person with whom one is friendly despite a fundamental dislike or rivalry.











– origin

 1950s: blend of friend
 and enemy
 .






frenetic

 
/frəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective




fast and energetic in a rather wild and uncontrolled way




•
 
a frenetic pace of activity.














II.
 
derivatives





frenetically

 
/frəˈnedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘insane’): from Old French 
frenetique

 , via Latin from Greek 
phrenitikos

 , from 
phrenitis

 ‘delirium,’ from 
phrēn

 ‘mind.’ Compare with frantic
 .






frenulum

 
/ˈfrenyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small fold or ridge of tissue that supports or checks the motion of the part to which it is attached, in particular a fold of skin beneath the tongue, or between the lip and the gum.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Entomology]

 (in some moths and butterflies) a bristle or row of bristles on the edge of the hind wing that keeps it in contact with the forewing.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
frenum

 ‘bridle.’





frenum

 
/ˈfrēnəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for frenulum
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bridle.’





frenzied

 
/ˈfrenzēd/





I.
 
adjective




wildly excited or uncontrolled




•
 
a frenzied attack.














II.
 
derivatives





frenziedly






adverb





















frenzy

 
/ˈfrenzē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state or period of uncontrolled excitement or wild behavior




•
 
Doreen worked herself into a frenzy of rage.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
frenesie

 , from medieval Latin 
phrenesia

 , from Latin 
phrenesis

 , from Greek 
phrēn

 ‘mind.’





Freon

 
/ˈfrēän/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an aerosol propellant, refrigerant, or organic solvent consisting of one or more of a group of chlorofluorocarbons and related compounds.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





freq.






abbreviation



1.
 
frequency.




2.
 
frequent.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 frequentative.




4.
 
frequently.













frequency

 
/ˈfrēkwənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rate at which something occurs or is repeated over a particular period of time or in a given sample




•
 
shops have closed with increasing frequency during the period.










2.
 
the fact of being frequent or happening often.




3.
 


[Statistics]

 the ratio of the number of actual to possible occurrences of an event.




4.
 


[Statistics]

 the (relative) number of times something occurs in a given sample.




5.
 
(Symbol: 
f

 or 
ν

 )
 — the rate at which a vibration occurs that constitutes a wave, either in a material (as in sound waves), or in an electromagnetic field (as in radio waves and light), usually measured per second.




6.
 
the particular waveband at which a radio station or other system broadcasts or transmits signals.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (gradually superseding late Middle English 
frequence

 ; originally denoting a gathering of people): from Latin 
frequentia

 , from 
frequens

 , 
frequent-

 ‘crowded, frequent.’





frequency distribution

 
/ˈfrēkwənsē ˌdistrəˈbyo͞oSHən/






noun






[Statistics]

 a mathematical function showing the number of instances in which a variable takes each of its possible values.














frequency division multiplexing






noun






[Telecommunications]

 a technique for sending two or more signals over the same telephone line, radio channel, or other medium. Each signal is transmitted as a unique range of frequencies within the bandwidth of the channel as a whole, enabling several signals to be transmitted simultaneously.

Compare with time division multiplexing
 .














frequency modulation

 
/ˈfrēkwənsē ˌmäjəˈlāSHən /

 
FM






noun




the modulation of a radio or other wave by variation of its frequency, especially to carry an audio signal.

Often contrasted with amplitude modulation
 .













frequency response






noun






[Electronics]

 the dependence on signal frequency of the output–input ratio of an amplifier or other device.













frequent





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈfrēkwənt /



1.
 
occurring or done on many occasions, in many cases, or in quick succession




•
 
frequent changes in policy




•
 
the showers will become heavier and more frequent.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) doing something often; habitual




•
 
a frequent visitor to New England.










3.
 
found at short distances apart




•
 
frequent army roadblocks.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹dated›

 (of the pulse) rapid.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/frēˈkwent /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
visit (a place) often or habitually




•
 
bars frequented by soldiers




•
 (
frequented

 )
 
one of the most frequented sites.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frequentation

 
/ˌfrēkwənˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
frequenter

 
/frēˈkwen(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘profuse, ample’): from French, or from Latin 
frequens

 , 
frequent-

 ‘crowded, frequent,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






frequentative

 
/frēˈkwən(t)ədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




(of a verb or verbal form) expressing frequent repetition or intensity of action.








II.
 
noun




a frequentative verb or verbal form, e.g., 
chatter

 in English.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
fréquentatif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
frequentativus

 , from 
frequens

 , 
frequent-

 ‘crowded, frequent.’





frequent flier

 
frequent flyer






noun




a person who regularly travels by air on commercial flights, especially one who is enrolled in a promotional program for such travelers.













frequently

 
/ˈfrēkwən(t)lē/






adverb




regularly or habitually; often




•
 
they go abroad frequently.



















fresco

 
/ˈfreskō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painting done rapidly in watercolor on wet plaster on a wall or ceiling, so that the colors penetrate the plaster and become fixed as it dries.




2.
 
the fresco method of painting, used in Roman times and by the great masters of the Italian Renaissance including Giotto, Masaccio, and Michelangelo.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
paint in fresco




•
 
four scenes had been frescoed on the wall




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
frescoed ceilings.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: Italian, literally ‘cool, fresh.’ The word was first recorded in the phrase 
in fresco

 , representing Italian 
affresco

 , 
al fresco

 ‘on the fresh (plaster).’





fresh

 
/freSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) recently made or obtained; not canned, frozen, or otherwise preserved




•
 
fresh fruit.










2.
 
not previously known or used; new or different




•
 
the court had heard fresh evidence.










3.
 
recently created or experienced and not faded or impaired




•
 
the memory was still fresh in their minds.










4.
 
(of a person) attractively youthful and inexperienced.




•
 
a fresh young girl.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) full of energy and vigor




•
 
they are feeling fresh after a good night's sleep.










6.
 
(of a color or a person's complexion) bright or healthy in appearance.




•
 
her dark hair set off her fresh complexion to perfection.










7.
 
(of water) not salty.




•
 
all the fresh water in the world's lakes.










8.
 
(of the wind) cool and fairly strong.




•
 
a fresh northerly wind was speeding the ship southwards.










9.
 
pleasantly clean, pure, and cool




•
 
the toothpaste leaves the mouth feeling wonderfully fresh.










10.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
fresh from/out of

 )
 — (of a person) having just had (a particular experience) or come from (a particular place)




•
 
we were fresh out of art school.










11.
 


‹informal›

 presumptuous or impudent toward someone, especially in a sexual way




•
 
some of the men tried to 
get fresh with

 the girls.










12.
 
(of a cow) yielding a renewed or increased supply of milk following the birth of a calf.








II.
 
adverb

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
newly; recently




•
 
fresh-baked bread




•
 
fresh-cut grass.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be fresh out of








‹informal›

 have just sold or run out of a supply of (something).









2.
 
(as) fresh as a daisy






see daisy
 .









3.
 
fresh blood






see blood
 .















– origin

 Old English 
fersc

 ‘not salt, fit for drinking,’ superseded in Middle English by forms from Old French 
freis

 , 
fresche

 ; both ultimately of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
vers

 and German 
frisch

 .





fresh air





I.
 
noun




the air outside as opposed to that within a room or other enclosed space




•
 
he rolled his window down to 
get some fresh air






•
 
it's great to be out in the fresh air.














II.
 
phrases





a breath of fresh air





a.
 
a small amount of or a brief time in the fresh air.




b.
 
a refreshing change




•
 
the company's no-nonsense attitude is a breath of fresh air.























fresh breeze






noun




a wind of force 5 on the Beaufort scale (17-21 knots or 20–24 mph).













freshen

 
/ˈfreSHən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) newer, cleaner, or more attractive




•
 
it didn't take long to freshen her makeup.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 add more liquid to (a drink); top off.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wind) become stronger and colder.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of a cow) give birth and come into milk.








II.
 
phrasal verbs





freshen up





a.
 
revive oneself by washing oneself or changing into clean clothes




•
 
I freshened up by having a shower.










b.
 
(
freshen something up

 )
 — make something look newer or more attractive.

















freshener

 
/ˈfreSHənər/






noun



1.
 
a substance or device that makes something fresher or cleaner




•
 
parsley is a natural breath freshener




•
 
chemicals that smell like toilet freshener.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a quantity of a drink that refills a partly full glass or cup




•
 
yes, thank you, I will take a freshener.



















fresher

 
/ˈfreSHər/






noun






(Brit.)

 informal term for freshman
 .













freshet

 
/ˈfreSHət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the flood of a river from heavy rain or melted snow.




2.
 
a rush of fresh water flowing into the sea.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Old French 
freschete

 , diminutive of 
freis

 ‘fresh.’





fresh-faced

 
/ˈfreSH ˈˌfāst/






adjective




having a clear and young-looking complexion.













fresh gale






noun




a wind of force 8 on the Beaufort scale (34-40 knots or 39-46 mph).













freshly

 
/ˈfreSHlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
newly; recently




•
 
freshly ground black pepper.




















freshman

 
/ˈfreSHmən/






noun



1.
 
a first-year student at a university, college, or high school




•
 
we invited the freshmen




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a freshman second baseman.










2.
 


(US)

 a newcomer or novice, especially someone newly elected to Congress.













freshness

 
/ˈfreSHnəs/






noun



1.
 
(with reference to food) the state of being recently made or obtained or not having decayed




•
 
the restaurant's selling point is the freshness of its ingredients.










2.
 
the quality of being pleasantly new or different




•
 
he brings freshness to a familiar story




•
 
the commentary should display freshness of insight.










3.
 
the state of being recently created or experienced and not faded or impaired




•
 
the freshness of the memory.










4.
 
the quality of being attractively youthful and unspoiled




•
 
he has the enthusiasm and freshness of youth.










5.
 
energy and vigor




•
 
his freshness, passion, and focus got him cast in leading roles.










6.
 
brightness or healthiness of complexion or appearance




•
 
she has retained the freshness of face that was there at her debut




•
 
the frescoes still retain their freshness and color.










7.
 
(with reference to wind) the quality of being cool and fairly strong




•
 
the freshness of the wind with its cooling air.










8.
 
the quality of being pleasantly clean and cool




•
 
the minty freshness of toothpaste.



















freshwater

 
/ˈfreSHˌwôdər/






adjective



1.
 
of or found in fresh water; not of the sea




•
 
freshwater and marine fish.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (especially of a school or college) situated in a remote or obscure area; provincial.













freshwater flea






noun




another term for daphnia
 .













freshwoman

 
/ˈfreSHˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female first-year student at a university, college, or high school.













fresnel

 
/ˈfreznəl, frāˈnel /

 
fresnel lens





I.
 
noun






[Photography]

 a flat lens made of a number of concentric rings, to reduce spherical aberration.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after A. J. 
Fresnel

 (see Fresnel, Augustin Jean
 ).






Fresnel, Augustin Jean

 
/frāˈnel/






(1788–1827), French physicist and civil engineer. He correctly postulated that light moves in a wavelike motion transverse to the direction of propagation.









Fresno

 
/ˈfreznō/






a city in central California, in the San Joaquin valley; pop. 476,050 (est. 2008).









fret1


 
/fret/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be constantly or visibly worried or anxious




•
 
she fretted about the cost of groceries




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I fretted that my fingers were so skinny.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) worry or distress.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — gradually wear away (something) by rubbing or gnawing




•
 
the bay's black waves fret the seafront.










4.
 
form (a channel or passage) by rubbing or wearing away.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — flow or move in small waves




•
 
soft clay that fretted between his toes.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a state of anxiety or worry.











– origin

 Old English 
fretan

 ‘devour, consume,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vreten

 and German 
fressen

 , and ultimately to for-
 and eat
 .





fret2


 
/fret/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Art]

 
[Architecture]

 a repeating ornamental design of interlaced vertical and horizontal lines, such as the Greek key pattern.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a device of narrow diagonal bands interlaced through a diamond.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
fretted

 )


1.
 
decorate with fretwork




•
 
intricately carved and fretted balustrades.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
frete

 ‘trelliswork’ and 
freter

 (verb), of unknown origin.





fret3


 
/fret/





I.
 
noun




each of a sequence of bars or ridges on the fingerboard of some stringed musical instruments (such as the guitar), used for fixing the positions of the fingers to produce the desired notes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
fretted

 )


1.
 
provide (a stringed instrument) with frets.




2.
 
play (a note) while pressing the string down against a fret




•
 
fretted notes.














III.
 
derivatives





fretless






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





fretboard

 
/ˈfretbôrd/






noun




a fretted fingerboard on a guitar or other musical instrument.













fretful

 
/ˈfretfəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing distress or irritation




•
 
the baby was crying with a fretful whimper.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fretfully

 
/ˈfretfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fretfulness

 
/ˈfretfəlnəs /






noun





















fretsaw

 
/ˈfretˌsô/






noun




a saw with a narrow blade stretched vertically on a frame, for cutting thin wood in patterns.













fretwork

 
/ˈfretˌwərk/






noun




ornamental design in wood, typically openwork, done with a fretsaw.













Freud, Anna

 
/froid/






(1895–1982), British psychoanalyst; born in Austria; the youngest child of Sigmund Freud. She introduced important innovations in method and theory to her father's work, notably with regard to disturbed children, and set up a child therapy course and clinic in London.









Freud, Lucian






(1922–2011), German-born British painter, grandson of Sigmund Freud. His subjects, typically portraits and nudes, are painted in a powerful naturalistic style based on firm draftsmanship and often using striking angles.









Freud, Sigmund






(1856–1939), Austrian neurologist and psychotherapist. He was the first to emphasize the significance of unconscious processes in normal and neurotic behavior and was the founder of psychoanalysis as both a theory of personality and a therapeutic practice. He proposed the existence of an unconscious element in the mind that influences consciousness and of conflicts in it between various sets of forces. His theory of the sexual origin of neuroses aroused great controversy.









Freudian

 
/ˈfroidēən /

 

‹Psychology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or influenced by Sigmund Freud and his methods of psychoanalysis, especially with reference to the importance of sexuality in human behavior.




2.
 
susceptible to analysis in terms of unconscious desires




•
 
he wasn't sure whether his passion for water power had some deep Freudian significance.














II.
 
noun




a follower of Freud or his methods.








III.
 
derivatives





Freudianism

 
/ˈfroidēəˌnizəm /






noun





















Freudian slip

 
/ˌfroidēən ˈslip/






noun




an unintentional error regarded as revealing subconscious feelings.













Frey

 
/frā /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›


 
Freyr






the god of fertility and dispenser of rain and sunshine.









Freya

 
/ˈfrāə /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the goddess of love and of the night, sister of Frey. She is often identified with Frigga.









Fri.






abbreviation




Friday.













friable

 
/ˈfrīəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




easily crumbled




•
 
the soil was friable between her fingers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
friability

 
/ˌfrīəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
friableness

 
/ˈfrīəb(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
friabilis

 , from 
friare

 ‘to crumble.’





friar

 
/ˈfrī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of certain religious orders of men, especially the four mendicant orders (Augustinians, Carmelites, Dominicans, and Franciscans).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
frere

 , from Latin 
frater

 ‘brother.’





friarbird

 
/ˈfrīərˌbərd/






noun




a large Australasian honeyeater with a dark, partly naked head and a long curved bill.

[Genus 
Philemon

 , family 
Meliphagidae

 : many species.]













Friar Minor





I.
 
noun




a Franciscan friar.











– origin

 so named because the Franciscans regarded themselves as of humbler rank than members of other orders.





friary

 
/ˈfrīərē/






noun




a building or community occupied by or consisting of friars.













fribble

 
/ˈfribəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a frivolous or foolish person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing of no great importance.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 part with lightly and wastefully; fritter




•
 
it is no longer respectable to fribble the days away in idle pleasure.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: symbolic, from the earlier (now obsolete) verb meaning ‘stammer,’ also ‘act aimlessly or frivolously.’





fricandeau

 
/ˈfrikənˌdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slice of veal or beef loin.




2.
 
a dish made from veal or beef loin, usually fried or stewed and served with a sauce.











– origin

 French, probably related to 
fricassée

 ‘stew,’ from the verb 
fricasser

 (see fricassee
 ).






fricassee

 
/ˈfrikəsē ˌfrikəˈsē/





I.
 
noun




a dish of stewed or fried pieces of meat served in a thick white sauce.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a fricassee of (something).











– origin

 from French 
fricassée

 , feminine past participle of 
fricasser

 ‘cut up and cook in sauce’ (probably a blend of 
frire

 ‘to fry’ and 
casser

 ‘to break’).





fricative

 
/ˈfrikədiv /

 

‹Phonetics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a type of consonant made by the friction of breath in a narrow opening, producing a turbulent air flow.








II.
 
noun




a fricative consonant, e.g., 
f

 and 
th

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
fricativus

 , from Latin 
fricare

 ‘to rub.’





Frick, Henry Clay

 
/frik/






(1849–1919), US industrialist. He was chairman of the Carnegie Steel Company 1889–1900; his art collection is housed in his former home, now a museum, in New York City.









fricking

 
/ˈfrikiNG/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express anger, annoyance, contempt, or surprise




•
 
they don't have a fricking clue




•
 
it's fricking ridiculous.

















– origin

 1930s: euphemism for fucking
 .





friction

 
/ˈfrikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the resistance that one surface or object encounters when moving over another




•
 
a lubrication system that reduces friction.










2.
 
the action of one surface or object rubbing against another




•
 
the friction of braking.










3.
 
conflict or animosity caused by a clash of wills, temperaments, or opinions




•
 
a considerable amount of 
friction between

 father and son.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting chafing or rubbing of the body or limbs, formerly much used in medical treatment): via French from Latin 
frictio(n-)

 , from 
fricare

 ‘to rub.’





frictional

 
/ˈfrikSHənl/






adjective




of or produced by the action of one surface or object rubbing against or moving over another




•
 
frictional drag.



















frictional unemployment






noun






[Economics]

 the unemployment which exists in any economy due to people being in the process of moving from one job to another.













friction clutch






noun




a clutch in which friction between two moving surfaces is increased until they move in unison.













friction drive






noun




a transmission system used in motor vehicles that depends upon friction between moving parts in contact to transmit motion.













frictionless

 
/ˈfrikSHənləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not impeded by or creating friction; smooth




•
 
a compass needs to have a lightweight magnet and a frictionless bearing.










2.
 
achieved with or involving little difficulty; effortless




•
 
a frictionless payment solution.














II.
 
derivatives





frictionlessly






adverb






















friction tape

 
/ˈfrikSHən ˌtāp/






noun




adhesive tape used chiefly to cover exposed electric wires.













friction welding






noun




welding in which the heat is produced by rotating one component against the other under compression.













Friday

 
/ˈfrīdā ˈfrīdē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Saturday and following Thursday




•
 
he was arrested 
on Friday






•
 
the cleaning woman came on Fridays




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Friday evening.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Friday




•
 
we'll try again Friday.










2.
 
(
Fridays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Fridays; each Friday




•
 
he goes there Fridays.

















– origin

 Old English 
Frīgedæg

 ‘day of Frigga,’ named after the Germanic goddess Frigga, wife of the supreme god Odin and goddess of married love; translation of late Latin 
Veneris dies

 ‘day of Venus,’ Frigga being equated with the Roman goddess of love, Venus. Compare with Dutch 
vrijdag

 and German 
Freitag

 . / The days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, which in turn were named after gods. In most cases the Germanic names substituted the name of a comparable Germanic god for the Roman god's name.





fridge

 
/frij/





I.
 
noun




a refrigerator.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation, probably influenced by the proprietary name 
Frigidaire

 .





fried

 
/frīd/





I.
 
past and past participle of fry
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) cooked in hot fat or oil




•
 
a breakfast of fried eggs and bacon.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exhausted or worn out




•
 
I had just come from doing a shoot and I was really fried.










3.
 
intoxicated with drugs or alcohol.













Friedan, Betty

 
/friˈdan/






(1921–2006), US feminist and writer. She wrote 
The Feminine Mystique

 (1963), which presented femininity as an artificial construct and traced the ways in which US women are socialized to become mothers and housewives. In 1966, she founded the National Organization for Women, serving as its president until 1970. Other works: 
The Second Stage

 (1981) and 
The Fountain of Age

 (1993).









Friedman, Milton






(1912–2006), US economist. As a policy adviser to President Ronald Reagan from 1981 to 1989, he advocated free market forces to produce balanced economic growth. Notable works: 
Capitalism and Freedom

 (1962) and 
Free to Choose

 (1980, coauthored with his wife). Nobel Prize for Economics (1976).










friend

 
/frend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whom one knows and with whom one has a bond of mutual affection, typically exclusive of sexual or family relations.




2.
 
a person who acts as a supporter of a cause, organization, or country by giving financial or other help




•
 
join the Friends of Guilford Free Library.










3.
 
a person who is not an enemy or who is on the same side




•
 
she was unsure whether he was 
friend or foe

 .










4.
 
a familiar or helpful thing




•
 
he settled for that old friend the compensation grant.










5.
 
(often as a polite form of address or in ironic reference) an acquaintance or a stranger one comes across




•
 
my friends, let me introduce myself.










6.
 
a contact associated with a social networking website




•
 
all of a sudden you've got 50 friends online who need to stay connected.










7.
 
(
Friend

 )
 — a member of the Religious Society of Friends; a Quaker.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (someone) to a list of contacts associated with a social networking website




•
 
I am friended by 29 people who I have not friended back.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 befriend (someone).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or make) friends with






be (or become) on good or affectionate terms with (someone).









2.
 
a friend at court






a person in a position to use their influence on one's behalf.









3.
 
a friend in need is a friend indeed








‹proverb›

 a person who helps at a difficult time is a truly reliable person.









4.
 
friends in high places






people in senior positions who are able and willing to use their influence on one's behalf.









5.
 
with friends like ——, who needs enemies?






used to suggest that a supposed friend or ally of a particular person has acted against the best interests of that person




•
 
with friends like this guy, who needs enemies?





















– origin

 Old English 
frēond

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vriend

 and German 
Freund

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘to love,’ shared by free
 .





friendless

 
/ˈfren(d)ləs/






adjective




having no friends; alone




•
 
they have been left virtually friendless.



















friendliness

 
/ˈfrendlēnəs/






noun




the quality of being friendly; affability




•
 
I was overwhelmed by the friendliness of the people here.



















friendly

 
/ˈfren(d)lē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
kind and pleasant




•
 
they were 
friendly to

 me




•
 
she gave me a friendly smile.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) on good or affectionate terms




•
 
I was 
friendly with

 one of the local farmers.










3.
 
(of a contest) not seriously or unpleasantly competitive or divisive




•
 
friendly rivalry between the two schools.










4.
 


[Soccer]

 (of a match) not affecting a team's league standings.




5.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — denoting something that is adapted for or is not harmful to a specified thing




•
 
an environment-friendly agronomic practice.










6.
 
favorable or serviceable




•
 
trees providing a friendly stage on which seedlings begin to grow.










7.
 


[Military]

 (of troops or equipment) of, belonging to, or in alliance with one's own forces.








II.
 
adverb




in a friendly manner.













friendly fire

 
/ˈfren(d)lē ˈfī(ə)r/






noun






[Military]

 weapon fire coming from one's own side, especially fire that causes accidental injury or death to one's own forces.














Friendly Islands

 
/ˈfren(d)lē ˌīlən(d)z/






another name for Tonga
 .









friend of Dorothy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a gay man.











– origin

 from the name of 
Dorothy

 , a character played by the actress Judy Garland (a gay icon) in the movie 
The Wizard of Oz

 (1939).





friendship

 
/ˈfren(d)SHip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the emotions or conduct of friends; the state of being friends.




2.
 
a relationship between friends




•
 
she formed close friendships with women.










3.
 
a state of mutual trust and support between allied nations.











– origin

 Old English 
frēondscipe

 (see friend
 , -ship
 ).





Friends of the Earth

 
/ˌfrendz əv T͟Hē ˈərTH /

 
FoE






an international pressure group established in 1971 to campaign for a better awareness of and response to environmental problems.









friend zone






noun






‹informal›

 a situation in which a friendship exists between two people, one of whom has an unreciprocated romantic or sexual interest in the other




•
 
I always wind up in the friend zone, watching them pursue other guys.



















Friesland

 
/ˈfrēzlənd/





I.
 
the western part of the ancient region of Frisia.




II.
 
a northern province in the Netherlands, bounded on the west and north by the IJsselmeer and the North Sea; capital, Leeuwarden.









frieze1


 
/frēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad horizontal band of sculpted or painted decoration, especially on a wall near the ceiling.




2.
 
a horizontal paper strip mounted on a wall to give a similar effect.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 the part of an entablature between the architrave and the cornice.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
frise

 , from medieval Latin 
frisium

 , variant of 
frigium

 , from Latin 
Phrygium (opus

 ) ‘(work) of Phrygia.’





frieze2


 
/frēz/





I.
 
noun




heavy, coarse woolen cloth with a nap, usually on one side only.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
frise

 , from medieval Latin 
frisia

 , ‘Frisian wool.’





frig1


 
/friɡ /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
used as a euphemism for ‘fuck’




2.
 
masturbate.








II.
 
exclamation




expressing extreme anger, annoyance, or contempt.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





frig around








‹vulgar slang›

 spend time doing unimportant or trivial things.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘move restlessly, wriggle,’ later ‘rub, chafe,’ hence ‘masturbate’ (late 17th cent).





frig2


 
/friɡ /

 
'frig






noun






‹informal›

 short for refrigerator
 .













frigate

 
/ˈfriɡit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a warship with a mixed armament, generally heavier than a destroyer (in the US Navy) and of a kind originally introduced for convoy escort work.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a sailing warship of a size and armament just below that of a ship of the line.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a light, fast boat that was rowed or sailed): from French 
frégate

 , from Italian 
fregata

 , of unknown origin.






frigate bird






noun




a predatory tropical seabird with dark plumage, long narrow wings, a deeply forked tail, and a long hooked bill.

Also called man-o'-war bird
 (see man-of-war
 ). [Family 
Fregatidae

 and genus 
Fregata

 : five species.]













Frigga

 
/ˈfriɡə /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the wife of Odin and goddess of married love and of the hearth, often identified with Freya. Friday is named after her.









frigging

 
/ˈfriɡiNG/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express anger, annoyance, contempt, or surprise




•
 
I cried like a frigging baby




•
 
that was frigging awesome!

















– origin

 1920s: euphemism for fucking
 .






fright

 
/frīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden intense feeling of fear




•
 
I jumped up in fright.










2.
 
an experience that causes one to feel sudden intense fear




•
 
she's had a nasty fright




•
 
I got 
the fright of my life

 seeing that woman in the hotel.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 frighten




•
 
come, be comforted, he shan't fright you.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
look a fright








‹informal›

 have a disheveled or grotesque appearance.









2.
 
take fright






suddenly become frightened or panicked.















– origin

 Old English 
fryhto

 , 
fyrhto

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
furcht

 and German 
Furcht

 .





frighten

 
/ˈfrītn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) afraid or anxious




•
 
the savagery of his thoughts frightened him




•
 
people were no longer easily 
frightened into

 docility.










2.
 
(
frighten someone/something off

 )
 — deter someone or something from involvement or action by making them afraid.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) become afraid or anxious




•
 
at his age, I guess he doesn't frighten any more.














II.
 
derivatives





frightener

 
/ˈfrītnər /






noun





















frightened

 
/ˈfrītnd/






adjective




afraid or anxious




•
 
a frightened child.



















frightening

 
/ˈfrīt(ə)niNG/






adjective




making someone afraid or anxious; terrifying




•
 
a frightening experience.



















frighteningly

 
/ˈfrīt(ə)niNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a frightening or alarming way




•
 
his eyes rolled frighteningly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a frighteningly realistic battle display.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express alarm at a situation or event




•
 
frighteningly, there is little anyone can do.



















frightful

 
/ˈfrītfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very unpleasant, serious, or shocking




•
 
there's been a frightful accident.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially of something bad




•
 
her hair was a frightful mess.














II.
 
derivatives





frightfulness






noun





















frightfully

 
/ˈfrītfəlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 very (used for emphasis)




•
 
it was frightfully hot




•
 
I'm frightfully sorry.



















fright wig

 
/ˈfrīt ˌwiɡ/






noun




a wig with the hair arranged standing up or sticking out, as worn by a clown or similar performer.













frigid

 
/ˈfrijid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very cold in temperature




•
 
frigid water.










2.
 
(especially of a woman) unable or unwilling to be sexually aroused and responsive.




3.
 
showing no friendliness or enthusiasm; stiff or formal in behavior or style




•
 
Henrietta looked back with a frigid calm.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frigidity

 
/frəˈjidədē /






noun













2.
 
frigidly

 
/ˈfrijidlē /






adverb













3.
 
frigidness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
frigidus

 , from 
frigere

 ‘be cold,’ from 
frigus

 (noun) ‘cold.’






frigid zone






noun



1.
 
each of the two areas of the earth respectively north of the Arctic Circle and south of the Antarctic Circle.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a range of extremely cold temperatures




•
 
winter temperatures can dip into the frigid zone.



















frijol

 
/ˈfrēhōl, frēˈhōl/






noun




a bean, especially a red kidney bean or cowpea, used as a staple in Mexican cooking.













frijoles

 
/frēˈhōˌlās/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Mexican cooking) beans.











– origin

 Spanish, plural of 
frijol

 ‘bean.’





frijoles refritos

 
/frēˌhōlās rāˈfrēdōs/






noun





refried beans
 .













frill

 
/fril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of gathered or pleated material sewn by one side onto a garment or larger piece of material as a decorative edging or ornament.




2.
 
a thing resembling a frill in appearance or function




•
 
a frill of silver hair surrounded a shining bald pate.










3.
 
a natural fringe of feathers or hair on a bird or other animal.




4.
 


[Paleontology]

 an upward-curving bony plate extending behind the skull of many ceratopsian dinosaurs.




5.
 
(usu. 
frills

 )
 — an unnecessary extra feature or embellishment




•
 
it was just a comfortable apartment with no frills.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frilled

 
/frild /






adjective













2.
 
frillery

 
/ˈfrilərē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from or related to Flemish 
frul

 .





frilled lizard

 
frill-necked lizard






noun




a large northern Australian lizard with a membrane around the neck that can be erected to form a ruff for defensive display. When disturbed, it runs away on its hind legs.

[
Chlamydosaurus kingii

 , family 
Agamidae

 .]













frilled shark






noun




an elongated deep-sea shark of snakelike appearance, with prominent gill covers that give the appearance of a frill around the neck.

[
Chlamydoselachus anguineus

 , the only member of the family 
Clamydoselachidae

 .]













frilly

 
/ˈfrilē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
decorated with frills or similar ornamentation




•
 
a frilly apron.










2.
 
overelaborate or showy in character or style




•
 
seafood dishes that avoid being too frilly or rich.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
frillies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 an item of women's underwear.








III.
 
derivatives





frilliness

 
/ˈfrilēnis /






noun





















Frimaire

 
/frēˈmer/





I.
 
noun




the third month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from November 21 to December 20.











– origin

 French, from 
frimas

 ‘hoarfrost.’





fringe

 
/frinj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental border of threads left loose or formed into tassels or twists, used to edge clothing or material.




2.
 
chiefly British term for bangs
 (see bang
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)).




3.
 
a natural border of hair or fibers in an animal or plant.




4.
 
(often 
the fringes

 )
 — the outer, marginal, or extreme part of an area, group, or sphere of activity




•
 
his uncles were on the fringes of crooked activity.










5.
 
(
the fringe

 )
 — the unconventional, extreme, or marginal wing of a group or sphere of activity




•
 
the lunatic fringe of American political life




•
 
rap music is no longer something 
on the fringe

 .










6.
 
a band of contrasting brightness or darkness produced by diffraction or interference of light.




7.
 
a strip of false color in an optical image.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for fringe benefit
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not part of the mainstream; unconventional, peripheral, or extreme




•
 
fringe theater.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (clothing or material) with a fringe




•
 
a rich robe of gold, 
fringed with

 black velvet.










2.
 
form a border around (something)




•
 
the sea is fringed by palm trees.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
fringed

 )
 — (of a plant or animal) having a natural border of hair or fiber.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fringeless






adjective













2.
 
fringy

 
/ˈfrinjē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
frenge

 , based on late Latin 
fimbria

 , earlier a plural noun meaning ‘fibers, shreds.’






fringe benefit






noun




an extra benefit supplementing an employee's salary, for example, a company car, subsidized meals, health insurance, etc.













fringed orchid






noun




a North American orchid with a flower that has a fringed lip.

[Genus 
Habenaria

 , family Orchidaceae: many species.]













fringing reef

 
/ˈfrinjiNG ˌrēf/






noun




a coral reef that lies close to the shore.













frippery

 
/ˈfrip(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
showy or unnecessary ornament in architecture, dress, or language.




2.
 
a tawdry or frivolous thing.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting old or secondhand clothes): from French 
friperie

 , from Old French 
freperie

 , from 
frepe

 ‘rag,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





Fris.






abbreviation




Frisian.














Frisbee

 
/ˈfrizbē /

 
frisbee





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a concave plastic disk designed for skimming through the air as an outdoor game or amusement.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 the game or amusement of skimming a Frisbee.











– origin

 1950s: said to be named after the 
Frisbie

 bakery (Bridgeport, Connecticut), whose pie tins could be used similarly.





Frisbee golf

 
frisbee golf





I.
 
noun




a game in which a Frisbee is thrown into each of a series of metal baskets on an outdoor course, the object being to complete the course using the fewest possible throws




•
 
guests of all ages can play Frisbee golf.







Also called disc golf
 .











– origin

 1960s: from Frisbee
 (a proprietary name) + golf
 .





Frisch, Karl von

 
/friSH/






(1886–1982), Austrian zoologist. He worked mainly on honeybees, studying particularly their vision, navigation, and communication. He showed that they perform an elaborate dance in the hive to indicate the direction and distance of food. Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine (1973), shared with Konrad Lorenz and Nikolaas Tinbergen.









Frisch, Otto Robert






(1904–79), British physicist; born in Austria. With his aunt, Lise Meitner, he recognized that Otto Hahn's experiments with uranium had produced a new type of nuclear reaction, which Frisch called nuclear fission. He also indicated the explosive potential of its chain reaction.









Frisch, Ragnar






(1895–1973), Norwegian economist; a pioneer of econometrics; full name 
Ragnar Anton Kittil Frisch

 . Nobel Prize for Economics (1969), shared with Jan Tinbergen.









Frisco

 
/ˈfriskō /

 

‹informal›


 
'Frisco






a name for San Francisco
 :




•
 
he's going to Frisco to see his sister.















frisée

 
/frēˈzā/





I.
 
noun




the curly endive (see endive
 (
sense

 1)).











– origin

 French, from 
chicorée frisée

 ‘curly endive.’





Frisia

 
/ˈfriZHə, ˈfrēZHə/






an ancient region in northwestern Europe. It included the Frisian Islands and parts of the mainland corresponding to the modern provinces of Friesland and Groningen in the Netherlands and the regions of Ostfriesland and Nordfriesland in northwestern Germany.









Frisian

 
/ˈfriZHən ˈfrēZHən ˈfrisēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Frisia or Friesland, its people, or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Frisia or Friesland.




2.
 
the West Germanic language of Frisia or Friesland, the language most closely related to English.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Frisii

 ‘Frisians’ (from Old Frisian 
Frīsa

 , 
Frēsa

 ) + -ian
 .





Frisian Islands






a chain of islands that lie off the coast of northwestern Europe and extend from the IJsselmeer in the Netherlands to Jutland. The 
West Frisian Islands

 form part of the Netherlands, the 
East Frisian Islands

 form part of Germany, and the 
North Frisian Islands

 are divided between Germany and Denmark.









frisk

 
/frisk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a police officer or other official) pass the hands over (someone) in a search for hidden weapons, drugs, or other items.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or person) skip or leap playfully; frolic




•
 
this did not deter the foal from 
frisking about

 .










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) move or wave (its tail or legs) playfully




•
 
a horse was frisking his back legs like a colt.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of frisking someone.




2.
 
a playful skip or leap.








III.
 
derivatives





frisker






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.(
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from obsolete 
frisk

 ‘lively, frisky,’ from Old French 
frisque

 ‘alert, lively, merry,’ perhaps of Germanic origin. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb, originally a slang term, dates from the late 18th cent.





frisket

 
/ˈfriskit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a thin metal frame keeping the paper in position during printing on a hand press.




2.
 


[Printing]

 
(US)

 fluid or adhesive paper used in painting or crafts to cover areas of a surface on which paint is not wanted.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
frisquette

 , from Provençal 
frisqueto

 , from Spanish 
frasqueta

 .





frisky

 
/ˈfriskē/





I.
 
adjective




playful and full of energy




•
 
he bounds about like a frisky pup.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
friskily

 
/ˈfriskəlē /






adverb













2.
 
friskiness

 
/ˈfriskēnəs /






noun





















frisson

 
/frēˈsôn/





I.
 
noun




a sudden strong feeling of excitement or fear; a thrill




•
 
a frisson of excitement.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘a shiver or thrill.’





frit

 
/frit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the mixture of silica and fluxes that is fused at high temperature to make glass.




2.
 
a calcined and pulverized mixture used to make soft-paste porcelain or ceramic glazes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make into frit.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
fritta

 , feminine past participle of 
friggere

 ‘to fry.’





frites

 
/frēt(s)/






plural noun




short for pommes frites
 .













frit fly

 
/frit flī/





I.
 
noun




a very small black fly whose larvae are a serious pest of cereal crops and golf-course turf.

[
Oscinella frit

 , family 
Chloropidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
frit

 ‘particle on an ear of grain.’





frith

 
/friTH/






noun




archaic spelling of firth
 .













fritillary

 
/ˈfridlˌerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Eurasian plant of the lily family, with hanging bell-like flowers.

[Genus 
Fritillaria

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : numerous species.]




2.
 
a butterfly with orange-brown wings that are checkered with black.

[Subfamilies 
Argynninae

 and 
Melitaeinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : 
Argynnis

 , 
Speyeria

 , and other genera, and numerous species, including the North American 
great spangled fritillary

 (
S. cybele

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
fritillaria

 , from Latin 
fritillus

 ‘dice box’ (probably with reference to the checkered corolla of the snake's-head fritillary).






frittata

 
/frēˈtädə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian dish made with fried beaten eggs, resembling a Spanish omelet.











– origin

 Italian, from 
fritto

 , past participle of 
friggere

 ‘to fry.’ Compare with fritter
 2
 .





fritter1


 
/ˈfridər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
fritter something away

 )
 — waste time, money, or energy on trifling matters




•
 
I wish we hadn't frittered the money away so easily.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — dwindle; diminish




•
 
the day fritters.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 divide (something) into small pieces




•
 
they become frittered into minute tatters.














II.
 
derivatives





fritterer






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: based on obsolete 
fitter

 ‘break into fragments, shred’; perhaps related to German 
Fetzen

 ‘rag, scrap.’






fritter2


 
/ˈfridər/





I.
 
noun




a piece of fruit, vegetable, or meat that is coated in batter and deep-fried.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
friture

 , based on Latin 
frigere

 (see fry
 1
 ). Compare with frittata
 .





fritto misto

 
/ˌfrēdō ˈmēstō/





I.
 
noun




a dish of various foods, typically seafood, deep-fried in batter.











– origin

 Italian, ‘mixed fry.’





fritz

 
/frits/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
go

 or 
be on the fritz

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a machine) stop working properly.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: said to be a use of 
Fritz

 , with allusion to cheap German imports into the US before World War I.





Friuli

 
/frēˈo͞olē/





I.
 
a historic region in southeastern Europe now divided between Slovenia and the Italian region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia.




II.
 
derivatives





Friulian

 
/-ˈo͞olēən /






adjective, noun





















Friuli-Venezia Giulia

 
/frēˌo͞olēvāˌnetsēə ˈjo͞olyə/






a region in northeastern Italy, on the border with Slovenia and Austria; capital, Trieste.









frivol

 
/ˈfrivəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
behave in a frivolous way.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from frivolous
 .





frivolity

 
/frəˈvälədē/






noun




lack of seriousness; lightheartedness




•
 
a night of fun and frivolity.




















frivolous

 
/ˈfrivələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not having any serious purpose or value




•
 
rules to stop frivolous lawsuits.










2.
 
(of a person) carefree and not serious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frivolously

 
/ˈfrivələslē /






adverb













2.
 
frivolousness

 
/ˈfrivələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
frivolus

 ‘silly, trifling’ + -ous
 .






frizz

 
/friz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (hair) into a mass of small, tight curls or tufts




•
 
her hair was frizzed up in a style that seemed matronly.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of hair) form itself into a mass of small tight curls




•
 
his hair had frizzed out symmetrically.














II.
 
noun




the state of being formed into a mass of tight curls or tufts




•
 
a perm designed to add curl without frizz.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dress leather with pumice’): from French 
friser

 . The sense ‘form hair into a mass of curls’ dates from the late 16th cent.





frizzante

 
/fritˈsäntā/





I.
 
adjective




(of wine) semisparkling.











– origin

 Italian.





frizzle1


 
/ˈfrizəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fry or grill with a sizzling noise




•
 
Elsie had the fat frizzling in the frying pan.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fry until crisp, shriveled, or burned


(as 
adj.

 
frizzled

 )


•
 
add diced frizzled salt pork to taste.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the sound or act of frying




•
 
the frizzle of the pan.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from fry
 1
 , probably influenced by sizzle
 .





frizzle2


 
/ˈfrizəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (hair) into tight curls.








II.
 
noun




a tight curl in hair.








III.
 
derivatives





frizzly

 
/ˈfriz(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from frizz
 + -le
 4
 .





frizzy

 
/ˈfrizē/





I.
 
adjective




formed of a mass of small, tight curls or tufts




•
 
frizzy red hair.














II.
 
derivatives





frizziness

 
/ˈfrizēnəs /






noun





















Frobisher, Sir Martin

 
/ˈfrōbiSHər/






(
c.

 1535–94), English explorer. In 1576, he led an unsuccessful expedition in search of the Northwest Passage. Frobisher served in Sir Francis Drake's Caribbean expedition of 1585–86 and took part in the defeat of the Spanish Armada.









frock

 
/fräk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's or girl's dress.




2.
 
a loose outer garment, in particular




3.
 
a long gown with flowing sleeves worn by monks, priests, or clergy.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a field laborer's smock.




5.
 
short for frock coat
 .




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 priestly office




•
 
such words as these cost the preacher his frock.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with or dress in a frock


[as 
adj.

 , in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a black-frocked Englishman.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 invest (someone) with priestly office.

Compare with defrock
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
froc

 , of Germanic origin. The sense ‘priest's or monk's gown’ is preserved in 
defrock

 .






frock coat

 
/ˈfräk ˌkōt/






noun




a man's double-breasted, long-skirted coat, now worn chiefly on formal occasions.













froe

 
/frō/





I.
 
noun




a cleaving tool with a handle at right angles to the blade.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: abbreviation of obsolete 
frower

 , from froward
 in the sense ‘turned away.’





Froebel, Friedrich

 
/ˈfrəbəl/






(1782–1852), German educator and founder of the kindergarten system; full name 
Friedrich Wilhelm August Froebel

 .










frog1


 
/frôɡ fräɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tailless amphibian with a short squat body, moist smooth skin, and very long hind legs for leaping.

[Frogs are found in most families of the order 
Anura

 , but the ‘true frogs’ are confined to the large family 
Ranidae

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as repulsive in character or appearance.




3.
 
(
Frog

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a French person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hunt for or catch frogs.








III.
 
phrases





have a frog in one's throat








‹informal›

 lose one's voice or find it hard to speak because of hoarseness.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frogger






noun













2.
 
froggy

 
/ˈfrôɡē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
frogga

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vors

 and German 
Frosch

 . Used as a general term of abuse in Middle English, the term was applied specifically to the Dutch in the 17th cent.; its application to the French (late 18th cent.) is partly alliterative, partly from the reputation of the French for eating frogs' legs.






frog2


 
/frôɡ fräɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing used to hold or fasten something, in particular




2.
 
an ornamental coat fastener or braid consisting of a spindle-shaped button and a loop through which it passes.




3.
 
an attachment to a belt for holding a sword, bayonet, or similar weapon.




4.
 
a perforated or spiked device for holding the stems of flowers in an arrangement.




5.
 
the piece into which the hair is fitted at the lower end of the bow of a stringed instrument.




6.
 
a grooved metal plate for guiding the wheels of a railroad vehicle at an intersection.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps a use of frog
 1
 , influenced by synonymous Italian 
forchetta

 or French 
fourchette

 ‘small fork,’ because of the shape.





frog3


 
/frôɡ fräɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elastic horny pad growing in the sole of a horse's hoof, helping to absorb the shock when the hoof hits the ground.




2.
 
a raised or swollen area on a surface.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from frog
 2
 .





frogfish

 
/ˈfrôɡˌfiSH/






noun




an anglerfish that typically lives on the seabed, where its warty skin and color provide camouflage.

[Families 
Antennariidae

 (numerous species, including 
Antennaria hispidus

 of the Indo-Pacific), and 
Brachionichthyidae

 (four Australian species).]













frogged

 
/ˈfrôɡd, fräɡd/






adjective




(of a coat) having an ornamental braid or fastening consisting of a spindle-shaped button and a loop.













frogging

 
/ˈfrôɡiNG, fräɡ-/






noun




ornamental braid or coat fastenings consisting of spindle-shaped buttons and loops.














froghopper

 
/ˈfrôɡˌhäpər, fräɡ-/






noun




a jumping, plant-sucking bug, the larva of which produces a frothy mass on plants.

Also called spittlebug
 . [Family 
Cercopidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : several genera.]













frog kick






noun




a movement used in swimming, especially in the breast stroke, in which the legs are brought toward the body with the knees bent and the feet together and then kicked outward before being brought together again, all in one continuous movement.













frog legs

 
frogs' legs






plural noun




the back legs of frogs, as an item of food




•
 
the restaurant will serve classics like a croque-monsieur and frog legs




•
 
I ate frogs' legs, which I'd never had before.



















froglet

 
/ˈfrôɡlət, ˈfräɡ-/






noun



1.
 
a small kind of frog.

[Several genera, including 
Crinia

 of Australia (family 
Myobatrachidae

 ), and 
Philautus

 of Malaysia (family 
Rhacophoridae

 ).]




2.
 
a tiny frog that has recently developed from a tadpole.













frogman

 
/ˈfrôɡˌman ˈfrôɡmən/






noun




a person who swims underwater wearing a rubber suit, flippers, and an oxygen supply.













frogmarch

 
/ˈfrôɡˌmärCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force (someone) to walk forward by holding and pinning their arms from behind




•
 
the cop frogmarched him down the steep stairs.



















frogmouth

 
/ˈfrôɡˌmouTH, ˈfräɡ-/






noun




a nocturnal bird resembling a nightjar, occurring in Southeast Asia and Australasia.

[Family 
Podargidae

 : two genera and several species, in particular the 
tawny frogmouth

 (
Podargus strigoides

 ) of Australia.]













frog orchid






noun




a small orchid with inconspicuous green flowers, growing chiefly on calcareous grassland in north temperate regions.

[
Coeloglossum viride

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 .]













frog's-bit

 
/ˈfrôɡzˌbit/






noun




a floating freshwater plant with creeping stems that bear clusters of small rounded leaves.

[Two species in the family 
Hydrocharitaceae

 : 
Eurasian frog's-bit

 (
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae

 ) and 
American frog's-bit

 (
Limnobium spongia

 ).]













frogspawn

 
/ˈfrôɡˌspôn/






noun




the eggs of a frog, which are surrounded by transparent jelly.













frog spit






noun




another term for cuckoo spit
 .













froideur

 
/frwäˈdər/





I.
 
noun




coolness or reserve between people.











– origin

 French, from 
froid

 ‘cold.’






frolic

 
/ˈfrälik/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal or person) play and move about cheerfully, excitedly, or energetically




•
 
Edward 
frolicked on

 the sand.










2.
 
play about with someone in a flirtatious or sexual way




•
 
he denied allegations that he 
frolicked with

 a secretary.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
frolics

 )


1.
 
a playful action or movement




•
 
his injuries were inflicted by the frolics of a young filly




•
 
the days of fun and frolic were gone for good.










2.
 
flirtatious or sexual activity or actions




•
 
her poolside frolics.














III.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 cheerful, merry, or playful




•
 
a thousand forms of frolic life.














IV.
 
derivatives





frolicker






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an adjective): from Dutch 
vrolijk

 ‘merry, cheerful.’





frolicsome

 
/ˈfräliksəm/





I.
 
adjective




lively and playful.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frolicsomely






adverb













2.
 
frolicsomeness






noun






















from

 
/frəm/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
indicating the point in space at which a journey, motion, or action starts




•
 
she began to walk away from him




•
 
I leapt from my bed




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was turning the committee away from appeasement.










2.
 
indicating the distance between a particular place and another place used as a point of reference




•
 
the ambush occurred 50 yards from a checkpoint.










3.
 
indicating the point in time at which a particular process, event, or activity starts




•
 
the show will run from 10 to 2.










4.
 
indicating the source or provenance of someone or something




•
 
I'm from Hartford




•
 
she phoned him from the hotel




•
 
she demanded the keys from her husband.










5.
 
indicating the date at which something was created




•
 
a document dating from the thirteenth century.










6.
 
indicating the starting point of a specified range on a scale




•
 
men who ranged in age 
from

 seventeen 
to

 eighty-four.










7.
 
indicating one extreme in a range of conceptual variations




•
 
anything 
from

 geography 
to

 literature.










8.
 
indicating the point at which an observer is placed




•
 
you can see the island from here




•
 


‹figurative›

 the ability to see things from another's point of view.










9.
 
indicating the raw material out of which something is manufactured




•
 
a varnish made from copal.










10.
 
indicating separation or removal




•
 
the party was ousted from power after sixteen years.










11.
 
indicating prevention




•
 
the story of how he was saved from death.










12.
 
indicating a cause




•
 
a child suffering from asthma.










13.
 
indicating a source of knowledge or the basis for one's judgment




•
 
information obtained from papers, books, and presentations.










14.
 
indicating a distinction




•
 
the courts view him in a different light from that of a manual worker.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as from






see as
 1
 .









2.
 
from day to day (or hour to hour, etc.)






daily (or hourly, etc.); as the days (or hours, etc.) pass.









3.
 
from now (or then, etc.) on






now (or then, etc.) and in the future




•
 
they were friends from that day on.















4.
 
from time to time






occasionally.















– origin

 Old English 
fram

 , 
from

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
frá

 (see fro).





fromage blanc

 
/frōˌmäZH ˈbläNGk/





I.
 
noun




a type of soft French cheese made from cow's milk and having a creamy sour taste.











– origin

 French, literally ‘white cheese.’





Fromm, Erich

 
/främ/






(1900–80), US psychoanalyst and social philosopher; born in Germany. His works, which include 
Escape from Freedom

 (1941), 
Man for Himself

 (1947), and 
The Sane Society

 (1955), emphasize the role of culture in neurosis and strongly criticize materialist values.









frond

 
/fränd/





I.
 
noun




the leaf or leaflike part of a palm, fern, or similar plant




•
 
fronds of bracken




•
 


‹figurative›

 her hair escaped in wayward fronds.














II.
 
derivatives





fronded






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
frons

 , 
frond-

 ‘leaf.’






Fronde

 
/frônd/





I.
 
a series of civil wars in France 1648–53, in which the nobles rose in rebellion against Mazarin and the court during the minority of Louis XIV.




II.
 
the party which rose in rebellion against Mazarin and the court at this time.







– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from the name for a type of sling used in a children's game played in the streets of Paris at this time.





frondeur

 
/ˌfrônˈdər/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a political rebel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘slinger,’ used to denote a member of the Fronde
 .






frons

 
/fränz/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the forehead or equivalent part of an animal, especially the middle part of an insect's face between the eyes and above the clypeus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘front, forehead.’





front

 
/frənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the side or part of an object that presents itself to view or that is normally seen or used first; the most forward part of something




•
 
a page at the front of the book had been torn out




•
 
he sealed the envelope and wrote on the front.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the position directly ahead of someone or something; the most forward position or place




•
 
she quickly turned her head to face the front.










3.
 
the forward-facing part of a person's body, on the opposite side to their back.




4.
 
the part of a garment covering this




•
 
oatmeal slopped from the tray onto his shirt front.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a woman's bust or cleavage.




6.
 
any face of a building, especially that of the main entrance




•
 
the west front of the cathedral.










7.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 short for seafront
 or waterfront
 .




8.
 
the foremost line or part of an armed force; the furthest position that an army has reached and where the enemy is or may be engaged




•
 
his regiment was immediately sent to the front.










9.
 
the direction toward which a line of troops faces when formed.




10.
 
a particular formation of troops for battle.




11.
 
a particular situation or sphere of operation




•
 
there was some good news on the jobs front.










12.
 
[often 
in names

 ]
 — an organized political group




•
 
the Palestinian Liberation Front.










13.
 


[Meteorology]

 the forward edge of an advancing mass of air.

See cold front
 , occluded front
 , warm front
 .




14.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an appearance or form of behavior assumed by a person to conceal their genuine feelings




•
 
she put on a brave front.










15.
 
a person or organization serving as a cover for subversive or illegal activities




•
 
the CIA identified the company as 
a front for

 a terrorist group.










16.
 
a well-known or prestigious person who acts as a representative, rather than an active member, of an organization.

See also frontman
 .




17.
 
boldness and confidence of manner




•
 
he's got a bit of talent and a lot of front.










18.
 


‹archaic›

 a person's face or forehead.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or at the front




•
 
the front cover of the magazine




•
 
she was in the front yard.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel sound) formed by raising the body of the tongue, excluding the blade and tip, toward the hard palate.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a building or piece of land) have the front facing or directed toward




•
 
the houses that front Beacon Street




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we sold the uphill land that 
fronted on

 the road.










2.
 
be or stand in front of




•
 
they reached the hedge fronting the garden.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 stand face to face with; confront




•
 
Tom fronted him with unwavering eyes.










4.
 
(usu. 
be fronted

 )
 — provide (something) with a front or facing of a particular type or material




•
 
a metal box fronted by an alloy panel




•
 (
-fronted

 )
 
a glass-fronted bookcase.










5.
 
lead or be the most prominent member in (an organization, activity, or group of musicians)




•
 
the group is fronted by two girl singers.










6.
 
present or host (a television or radio program).




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act as a front or cover for someone or something acting illegally or wishing to conceal something




•
 
he 
fronted for

 them in illegal property deals.










8.
 


[Phonetics]

 articulate (a vowel sound) with the tongue further forward


(as 
adj.

 
fronted

 )


•
 
all speakers use raised and fronted variants more in spontaneous speech.










9.
 


[Linguistics]

 place (a sentence element) at the beginning of a sentence instead of in its usual position, typically for emphasis or as feature of some dialects, as in 
horrible it was

 .








IV.
 
exclamation




used to summon someone to the front or to command them to assume a forward-facing position, as in calling a bellhop to the front desk or giving orders to troops on parade




•
 
scouts, 
front and center

 !














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
in front





a.
 
in a position just ahead of or further forward than someone or something else




•
 
the car in front stopped suddenly.










b.
 
in the lead in a game or contest




•
 
the Reds were in front until the eighth inning.










c.
 
on the part or side that normally first presents itself to view




•
 
a house with a wide porch in front.















2.
 
in front of





a.
 
in a position just ahead or at the front part of someone or something else




•
 
the lawn in front of the house.










b.
 
in a position facing someone or something




•
 
she sat in front of the mirror.










c.
 
in the presence of




•
 
the teacher didn't want his authority challenged in front of the class.















3.
 
out front





a.
 
at or to the front; in front




•
 
two station wagons stopped out front.










b.
 
in the auditorium of a theater.









4.
 
up front





a.
 
at or near the front




•
 
the floor plan has an open living area up front.










b.
 
in advance




•
 
every fee must be paid up front.










c.
 
open and direct; frank




•
 
I vowed to be up front with her.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fronting

 
/ˈfrəntiNG /






noun













2.
 
frontless






adjective













3.
 
frontward

 
/-wərd /






adjective, adverb













4.
 
frontwards

 
/-wərdz /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the forehead): from Old French 
front

 (noun), 
fronter

 (verb), from Latin 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘forehead, front.’





frontage

 
/ˈfrən(t)ij/






noun



1.
 
the facade of a building.




2.
 
a strip or extent of land abutting on a street or water




•
 
the houses have a narrow 
frontage to

 the street




•
 
our lot has a frontage of 153 feet, with a depth of 170 feet




•
 
beautiful homes with river frontage.




















frontage road






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a subsidiary road running parallel to a main road or highway and giving access to houses and businesses.

Also called service road
 .













frontal1


 
/ˈfrən(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or at the front




•
 
the frontal view misses the octagonal tower.










2.
 
(of an attack) delivered directly on the front, not the side or back




•
 
a frontal assault upon the Iraqi fortifications.










3.
 
of or relating to the forehead or front part of the skull




•
 
the frontal sinuses.














II.
 
derivatives





frontally

 
/ˈfrən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the forehead’): from modern Latin 
frontalis

 , from Latin 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘front, forehead.’






frontal2


 
/ˈfrən(t)l/





I.
 
noun




a decorative cloth for covering the front of an altar.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a band or ornament worn on the forehead): from Old French 
frontel

 , from Latin 
frontale

 , from 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘front, forehead.’





frontal bone






noun



1.
 
the bone that forms the front part of the skull and the upper part of the eye sockets.




2.
 
either of the pair of bones from which the frontal bone is formed by fusion in infancy.













frontal lobe






noun




each of the paired lobes of the brain lying immediately behind the forehead, including areas concerned with behavior, learning, personality, and voluntary movement.













frontal lobotomy






noun




lobotomy of the frontal lobe of the cerebrum to sever the white connecting fibers.













front and center





I.
 
adverb




prominently; at the forefront




•
 
standing front and center here today are our bravest heroes.














II.
 
adjective




prominent; of the greatest importance




•
 
why is this matter suddenly front and center?




•
 
my front-and-center concerns.



















front bench

 
/ˈˌfrənt ˈbenCH/





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) the foremost seats in the House of Commons, occupied by the members of the cabinet and shadow cabinet.








II.
 
derivatives





frontbencher






noun





















front bottom






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used euphemistically to refer to the female genitalia




•
 
these are women who insist on a “no front bottom” clause.



















front burner






noun




the focus of attention




•
 
a revamp of the 1872 Mining Law is next up 
on the front burner

 .







Compare with back burner
 .













front court






noun



1.
 
the part of a basketball court where each team tries to score against its opponent.




2.
 
the players on a team who usually play closest to the other team's basket when trying to score.













Front de Libération Nationale

 
/ˌfrän də libəräsˌyän näsyəˈnäl /

 
FLN





I.
 
a revolutionary political party in Algeria that supported the war of independence against France 1954–62.







– origin

 French, ‘National Liberation Front.’





front desk






noun




the main desk at a hotel or motel, for checking in or out and handling requests from guests.













front door

 
//






noun




the main entrance to a house.













Frontenac, Louis de Buade

 
/ˈfrontəˌnak, frôNt(ə)ˈnäk/






Comte de (1622–98), French politician. He served as governor of New France 1672–82, 1689–98.









front end

 
/frən(t) ˈend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the front of a car or other vehicle.




2.
 
the part of a radio or television receiver to which the aerial signal goes first.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a part of a computer or program that allows access to other parts.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of money) paid or charged at the beginning of a transaction




•
 
a front-end fee.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a device or program) directly accessed by the user and allowing access to further devices, programs, or databases.













front-end load






noun




the deduction of commission fees and expenses from mutual fund shares at the time of purchase.













front-end loader






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a machine with a scoop or bucket on an articulated arm at the front for digging and loading earth.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a hydraulic bucket or scoop that fits onto the front of a tractor.













frontes

 
/ˈfrän(t)ēz/






plural form of frons
 .










front-fanged

 
/ˈfrəntˌfaNGd/






adjective




(of a snake such as a cobra or viper) having the front pair of teeth modified as fangs, with grooves or canals to conduct the venom.

Compare with back-fanged
 .













frontier

 
/ˌfrənˈtir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or border separating two countries.




2.
 
the district near a border separating two countries.




3.
 
the extreme limit of settled land beyond which lies wilderness, especially referring to the western US before Pacific settlement




•
 
his novel of the American frontier.










4.
 
the extreme limit of understanding or achievement in a particular area




•
 
the success of science in extending the frontiers of knowledge.














II.
 
derivatives





frontierless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
frontiere

 , based on Latin 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘front.’





frontiersman

 
/ˌfrənˈtirzmən/






noun




a man living in the region of a frontier, especially that between settled and unsettled country.













frontierswoman

 
/frənˈtirzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman living in the region of a frontier, especially that between settled and unsettled country.













frontispiece

 
/ˈfrən(t)isˌpēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an illustration facing the title page of a book.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 the principal face of a building.




3.
 
a decorated entrance.




4.
 
a pediment over a door or window.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
frontispice

 or late Latin 
frontispicium

 ‘facade,’ from Latin 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘front’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’ The change in the ending (early in the word's history) was by association with piece
 .





frontlet

 
/ˈfrən(t)lət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental piece of cloth hanging over the upper part of an altar frontal.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a decorative band or ornament worn on the forehead.




3.
 
another term for phylactery
 .




4.
 
a piece of armor or harness for an animal's forehead.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from Old French 
frontelet

 , diminutive of 
frontel

 (see frontal
 2
 ).





front line

 
/ˈˌfrənt ˈˌlīn /

 
frontline






noun

 — (usu. 
the front line

 )


1.
 
the military line or part of an army that is closest to the enemy


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the front-line troops.










2.
 
the most important or influential position in a debate or movement




•
 
it is doctors who are on the front line of the euthanasia debate.



















front-line state






plural noun




a country that borders on an area troubled by a war or other crisis




•
 
Germany will no longer be a front-line state with little strategic depth.



















front-load






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute or allocate (costs, effort, etc.) unevenly, with the greater proportion at the beginning of an enterprise or process.














frontman

 
/ˈfrəntˌman/






noun



1.
 
the lead singer of a pop or rock group.




2.
 
a person who represents an organization and works to make its image more appealing to the public




•
 
Harry wanted Teddy to act as the respectable frontman for his business interests.










3.
 
(in soccer) a forward or attacker




•
 
once again, Wigan's frontmen failed to take their chances.



















front matter

 
/ˈfrənt ˌmadər/






noun




the pages preceding the main text of a book, including the title, table of contents, and preface.













front money






noun




money received at the beginning of the period of a contract, or money spent in advance of a business operation before income can be obtained




•
 
sought investors willing to put up front money to stage the Broadway musical.



















front nine






noun






[Golf]

 the first nine holes on an eighteen-hole course




•
 
she missed two short birdie putts on the front nine.



















front office

 
//






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the management or administrative officers of a business or other organization.













fronton

 
/ˈfräntän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building where pelota or jai alai is played.




2.
 
another term for pediment
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
frontone

 , from 
fronte

 ‘forehead,’ from Latin 
frons

 , 
front-

 ‘front, forehead.’





front-page





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
appearing on the first page of a newspaper or similar publication and containing important or remarkable news




•
 
they ran a front-page story headlined “White-Collar Chic.”










2.
 
worthy of being printed on the first page of a newspaper, etc.




•
 
dishonest research has become front-page news.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print (a story) on the first page of a newspaper, etc.




•
 
the paper had front-paged a 1988 discovery at one of his nearby digs.



















Front Range






the easternmost range of the Rocky Mountains, chiefly in Colorado, that reaches 14,270 feet (4,349 m) at Grays Peak; also home to Pikes Peak.









front runner

 
/frənt ˈrənər/






noun



1.
 
the contestant that is leading in a race or other competition.




2.
 
an athlete or horse that runs best when in the front of the field.













front-running

 
/ˌfrəntˈrəniNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ahead in a race or other competition.




2.
 
(of an athlete or horse) running best when in front of the field.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Stock Market]

 the practice by market makers of dealing on advance information provided by their brokers and investment analysts, before their clients have been given the information.




2.
 


(US)

 the practice of giving one's support to a competitor because they are in front.













frontside

 
/ˈfrəntsīd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a maneuver in surfing and other board sports that is done counterclockwise for a regular rider and clockwise for a goofy rider.













front-wheel drive

 
/ˌfrənt ˌ(h)wēl ˈdrīv/






noun




a transmission system that provides power to the front wheels of a motor vehicle.













frontwoman

 
/ˈfrəntˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female lead singer of a pop or rock group




•
 
the frontwoman for one of this city's feistiest rock bands.



















frore

 
/frôr/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 frozen; frosty.











– origin

 Middle English: archaic past participle of freeze
 .





frosh

 
/fräSH/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a college freshman


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
frosh week.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of freshman
 , perhaps influenced by German 
Frosch

 ‘frog’ (in dialect use ‘grammar-school student’).






frost

 
/frôst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deposit of small white ice crystals formed on the ground or other surfaces when the temperature falls below freezing




•
 
the lanes were glistening with frost.










2.
 
a weather condition or period of cold weather in which deposits of frost form




•
 
when the hard frosts had set in.










3.
 
a chilling or dispiriting quality, especially one conveyed by a cold manner




•
 
there was a light frost of anger in Jack's tone.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a failure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something) with or as if with small ice crystals; freeze




•
 
each windowpane was frosted along its edges.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become covered with small ice crystals




•
 
a mustache that 
frosts up

 when he's ice-climbing.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 decorate (a cake, cupcake, or other baked item) with icing.




4.
 


(US)

 tint hair strands to change the color of isolated strands.




5.
 
injure (a plant) by freezing weather.




6.
 


‹informal›

 anger or annoy




•
 
such discrimination frosted her no end.














III.
 
derivatives





frostless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
frost

 , 
forst

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vorst

 and German 
Frost

 , also to freeze
 .





Frost, Robert

 
/frôst/






(1874–1963), US poet, noted for his ironic tone and simple language; full name 
Robert Lee Frost

 . Much of his poetry reflects his ties to New England, including the collections 
North of Boston

 (1914) and 
New Hampshire

 (1923). He won Pulitzer Prizes in 1924, 1931, and 1937.









frostbite

 
/ˈfrôs(t)ˌbīt/






noun




injury to body tissues caused by exposure to extreme cold, typically affecting the nose, fingers, or toes and sometimes resulting in gangrene.













frosted

 
/ˈfrôstəd/






adjective



1.
 
covered with or as if with frost




•
 
I stood looking out on the frosted garden.










2.
 
(of glass or a window) having a translucent textured surface so that it is difficult to see through.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of food) decorated or dusted with icing or sugar.




4.
 
(of lipstick, eyeshadow, or nail polish) having a pale, pearlescent sheen




•
 
pink frosted lipstick.










5.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of hair) having isolated light-colored tints




•
 
brown hair with frosted tips.



















frost flower






noun




any of a group of delicate clusters of ice crystals that form directly from water vapor, typically on the surface of sea ice.













frost-free






adjective




free of a buildup of ice without defrosting




•
 
a frost-free freezer.



















frost heave





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the uplift of water-saturated soil or other surface deposits due to expansion on freezing.




2.
 
a mound formed by frost heave, especially when broken through the pavement of a road.








II.
 
derivatives





frost heaving






noun





















frosting

 
/ˈfrôstiNG/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 icing.




2.
 
a roughened matte finish on otherwise shiny material such as glass or steel.













frost line






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the maximum depth of ground below which the soil does not freeze in winter.













frostwork

 
/ˈfrôstwərk/






noun




attractive patterns made by frost on a window or other surface.













frosty

 
/ˈfrôstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the weather) very cold with frost forming on surfaces




•
 
a cold and frosty morning.










2.
 
covered with or as if with frost




•
 
the dog crouched in the frosty grass.










3.
 
cold and unfriendly in manner




•
 
Sam gave her a frosty look.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frostily

 
/ˈfrôstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
frostiness

 
/ˈfrôstēnəs /






noun





















froth

 
/frôTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass of small bubbles in liquid caused by agitation, fermentation, etc.; foam




•
 
leave the yeast until there is a good head of froth.










2.
 
impure matter that rises to the surface of liquid




•
 
skim off any surface froth.










3.
 
something that rises or overflows in a soft, light mass




•
 
her skirt swirled in a froth of black lace.










4.
 
worthless or insubstantial talk, ideas, or activities




•
 
the froth of party politics.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or contain a rising or overflowing mass of small bubbles




•
 
he took a quick sip of beer as it frothed out of the can




•
 (as 
adj.

 
frothing

 )
 
scooping salmon out of the frothing gorge.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — agitate (a liquid) so as to produce a mass of small bubbles.




3.
 
rise or overflow in a soft, light mass




•
 
she wore an ivory silk blouse, frothing at neck and cuffs.














III.
 
phrases





froth at the mouth





a.
 
emit a large amount of saliva from the mouth in a bodily seizure.




b.
 


‹informal›

 display intense anger




•
 
one can barely read a word about them without frothing at the mouth.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
frotha

 , 
frauth

 .





frothy

 
/ˈfrôTHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of or covered with a mass of small bubbles




•
 
steaming mugs of frothy coffee.










2.
 
light and entertaining but of little substance




•
 
lots of frothy interviews.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frothily

 
/-THəlē, T͟Həlē /






adverb













2.
 
frothiness

 
/-THēnis, T͟Hēnis /






noun





















frottage

 
/frôˈtäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Art]

 the technique or process of taking a rubbing from an uneven surface to form the basis of a work of art.




2.
 
a work of art produced by taking a rubbing from an uneven surface.




3.
 
the practice of touching or rubbing against the clothed body of another person in a crowd as a means of obtaining sexual gratification.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frotteur

 
/-ˈtər /






noun





frottage
 (
sense

 2)













2.
 
frotteurism

 
/-ˈtərˌizəm /






noun





frottage
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 1930s: French, ‘rubbing, friction.’





frottola

 
/ˈfrädələ/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a form of Italian comic or amorous song, especially from the 15th and 16th centuries.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘fib, tall tale.’





Froude number

 
/ˈfroud ˌnəmbər/





I.
 
noun




a dimensionless number used in hydrodynamics to indicate how well a particular model works in relation to a real system.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William 
Froude

 (1810–79), English civil engineer.





froufrou

 
/ˈfro͞ofro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rustling noise made by someone walking in a dress.




2.
 
frills or other ornamentation, particularly of women's clothes


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a little froufrou skirt.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, imitative.





frounce

 
/frouns/





I.
 
noun






[Falconry]

 a form of trichomoniasis affecting hawks, resulting in a sore with a cheesy secretion in the mouth or throat.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





FROW

 
/frō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the row of seats closest to the catwalk at a fashion show, considered to be the most prestigious and desirable place to sit




•
 
Nicole Richie joined Jessica Alba on the FROW in a monochrome black and white frock.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
front row

 .






froward

 
/ˈfrō(w)ərd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) difficult to deal with; contrary.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frowardly






adverb













2.
 
frowardness






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
frāward

 ‘leading away from, away,’ based on Old Norse 
frá

 (see fro, from
 ).





frown

 
/froun/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
furrow one's brow in an expression of disapproval, displeasure, or concentration




•
 
he frowned as he reread the letter.










2.
 
(
frown on/upon

 )
 — disapprove of




•
 
the old Russian rural system frowned on private enterprise.














II.
 
noun




a facial expression or look characterized by a furrowing of one's brows




•
 
a frown of disapproval.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frowner






noun













2.
 
frowningly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
froignier

 , from 
froigne

 ‘surly look,’ of Celtic origin.





frowst

 
/froust /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a warm, stuffy atmosphere in a room.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lounge about in a warm, stuffy atmosphere




•
 
don't frowst by the fire all day.














III.
 
derivatives





frowster






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from frowsty
 .






frowsty

 
/ˈfroustē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 having a stale, warm, and stuffy atmosphere




•
 
a small, frowsty office.














II.
 
derivatives





frowstiness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally dialect): variant of frowzy
 .






frowzy

 
/ˈfrouzē /

 
frowsy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
scruffy and neglected in appearance.




2.
 
dingy and stuffy




•
 
a frowzy nightclub.














II.
 
derivatives





frowziness

 
/ˈfrouzēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally dialect): of unknown origin.





fro-yo

 
/ˈfrōyō/






noun






‹informal›

 frozen yogurt.













froze

 
/frōz/






past of freeze
 .









frozen

 
/ˈfrōzən/





I.
 
past participle of freeze
 .




II.
 
adjective






[Billiards]

 (of a ball) resting against another ball or a cushion.














frozen shoulder






noun




the common name for adhesive capsulitis
 .














frozen smoke






noun




another term for aerogel
 .













FRS






abbreviation



1.
 
Federal Reserve System.




2.
 
(in the UK) Fellow of the Royal Society.













frt.






abbreviation




freight.













Fructidor

 
/ˌfro͝oktəˈdôr, frYk-/





I.
 
noun




the twelfth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from August 18 to September 16.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
fructus

 ‘fruit’ + Greek 
dōron

 ‘gift.’





fructification

 
/ˌfrəktəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of fructifying.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a spore-bearing or fruiting structure, especially in a fungus.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
fructificatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
fructificare

 ‘fructify,’ from 
fructus

 ‘fruit.’





fructify

 
/ˈfrəktəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 make (something) fruitful or productive.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 bear fruit or become productive.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fructifier

 , from Latin 
fructificare

 , from 
fructus

 ‘fruit.’






fructose

 
/ˈfrəkˌtōs ˈfrəkˌtōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a hexose sugar found especially in honey and fruit.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
fructus

 ‘fruit’ + -ose
 2
 .





fructuous

 
/ˈfrək(t)SHəwəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 full of or producing a great deal of fruit.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fructuosus

 , from 
fructus

 ‘fruit.’





frug

 
/fro͝oɡ/





I.
 
noun




a vigorous dance to pop music, popular in the mid-1960s.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform the frug, a vigorous dance of the 1960s.











– origin

 of unknown origin.





frugal

 
/ˈfro͞oɡəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sparing or economical with regard to money or food




•
 
he led a remarkably frugal existence.










2.
 
simple and plain and costing little




•
 
a frugal meal.














II.
 
derivatives





frugally

 
/ˈfro͞oɡəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
frugalis

 , from 
frugi

 ‘economical, thrifty,’ from 
frux

 , 
frug-

 ‘fruit.’





frugality

 
/fro͞oˈɡalədē/






noun




the quality of being economical with money or food; thriftiness




•
 
he scorned the finer things in life and valued frugality and simplicity.



















frugivorous

 
/fro͞oˈjivərəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) feeding on fruit.








II.
 
derivatives





frugivore

 
/ˈfro͞ojiˌvôr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Latin 
frux

 , 
frug-

 ‘fruit’ + 
-vore

 (see -vorous
 ).






fruit

 
/fro͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sweet and fleshy product of a tree or other plant that contains seed and can be eaten as food




•
 
tropical fruits such as mangoes and papaya




•
 
eat plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables.










2.
 


[Botany]

 the seed-bearing structure of a plant, e.g., an acorn.




3.
 
the result or reward of work or activity




•
 
the pupils began to appreciate the fruits of their labors




•
 
the journal was 
the first fruit

 of the creative partnership.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 natural produce that can be used for food




•
 
we give thanks for the fruits of the earth.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 offspring




•
 
she couldn't bear not to see the fruit of her womb.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a male homosexual.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a tree or other plant) produce fruit, typically at a specified time




•
 
the trees fruit very early




•
 (as 
noun

 
fruiting

 )
 
cover strawberries with cloches to encourage early fruiting.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in fruit






(of a tree or plant) at the stage of producing fruit.









2.
 
old fruit








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a friendly form of address used by one man to another.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
fructus

 ‘enjoyment of produce, harvest,’ from 
frui

 ‘enjoy,’ related to 
fruges

 ‘fruits of the earth,’ plural (and most common form) of 
frux

 , 
frug-

 ‘fruit.’






fruit acid






noun




another term for alpha-hydroxy acid
 .













fruitage

 
/ˈfro͞odij/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 fruit collectively.













fruitarian

 
/ˌfro͞oˈterēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who eats only fruit.








II.
 
derivatives





fruitarianism

 
/ˌfro͞oˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from fruit
 , on the pattern of 
vegetarian

 .





fruit bat






noun




a bat with a long snout and large eyes, feeding chiefly on fruit or nectar and found mainly in the Old World tropics.

[Family 
Pteropodidae

 : many genera and numerous species. See also flying fox
 .]













fruit-bearing






adjective




(of a tree or other plant) producing fruit




•
 
flowering and fruit-bearing shrubs enhance a new home.



















fruit body






noun




another term for fruiting body
 .













fruitcake

 
/ˈfro͞otkāk/






noun



1.
 
a cake containing dried fruit and nuts.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an eccentric or insane person.

[compare with 
nutty as a fruitcake

 (see nutty
 ).]













fruit cocktail

 
/fro͞ot ˈkäkˌtāl/






noun




a finely chopped fruit salad, often commercially produced in cans.













fruit cup

 
/ˌfro͞ot ˈkəp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a salad made of chopped fruit and served in a glass dish as an appetizer or dessert.













fruit drop

 
/ˈfro͞ot ˌdräp/






noun




the shedding of unripe fruit from a tree.













fruited

 
/ˈfro͞odəd/






adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a tree or plant) producing fruit, especially of a specified kind




•
 
heavy-fruited plants like tomatoes.




















fruiter

 
/ˈfro͞odər/






noun




a tree producing fruit at a specified time or in a specified manner




•
 
the wet-season fruiters.



















fruiterer

 
/ˈfro͞odərər/





I.
 
noun




a retailer of fruit.











– origin

 late Middle English: from fruiter
 + -er
 1
 ; the reason for the addition of the suffix is unclear.





fruit fly

 
/ˈfro͞ot ˌflī/






noun




a small fly that feeds on fruit in both its adult and larval stages.

[Families 
Drosophilidae

 and 
Tephritidae

 : many genera. See also drosophila
 .]













fruitful

 
/ˈfro͞otfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a tree, a plant, or land) producing much fruit; fertile.




2.
 
producing good or helpful results; productive




•
 
years of fruitful collaboration




•
 
the two days of talks had been fruitful.










3.
 
(of a person) producing many offspring.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fruitfully

 
/ˈfro͞otfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fruitfulness

 
/ˈfro͞otfəlnəs /






noun






















fruiting body






noun






[Botany]

 the spore-producing organ of a fungus, often seen as a mushroom or toadstool.













fruition

 
/fro͞oˈiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point at which a plan or project is realized




•
 
the plans have 
come to fruition

 sooner than expected.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the realization of a plan or project




•
 
new methods will come with the fruition of that research.










3.
 


‹literary›

 the state or action of producing fruit.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘enjoyment’): via Old French from late Latin 
fruitio(n-)

 , from 
frui

 ‘enjoy’ (see fruit
 ); the current senses (dating from the late 19th cent.) arose by association with fruit
 .





fruitless

 
/ˈfro͞otləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
failing to achieve the desired results; unproductive or useless




•
 
his fruitless attempts to publish poetry.










2.
 
(of a tree or plant) not producing fruit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fruitlessly

 
/ˈfro͞otləslē /






adverb













2.
 
fruitlessness






noun





















fruitlet

 
/ˈfro͞otlət/






noun



1.
 
an immature or small fruit.




2.
 


[Botany]

 another term for drupelet
 .













fruit loop





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a crazy or foolish person.











– origin

 1970s: from 
Froot Loops

 , trademark for a breakfast cereal.





fruit machine

 
/ˈfro͞ot məˌSHēn/






noun




British term for slot machine
 .














fruit pigeon






noun




a fruit-eating pigeon occurring in the Old World tropics.

[● a relative of the imperial pigeons occurring in New Guinea (genus 
Ducula

 , family 
Columbidae

 ). ● a green pigeon occurring in Africa (genus 
Treron

 , family 
Columbidae

 ).]













fruit salad

 
/fro͞ot ˈsaləd/






noun



1.
 
a mixture of different types of chopped fruit served in syrup or juice.




2.
 


‹military slang›

 a display of medals and other decorations.













fruit sugar






noun




another term for fructose
 .













fruit tree

 
/ˈfro͞o(t) ˌtrē/






noun




a tree grown for its edible fruit.













fruitwood

 
/ˈfro͞otwo͝od/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the wood of a fruit tree, especially when used in furniture




•
 
a fruitwood dressing table.



















fruity

 
/ˈfro͞odē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of food or drink) of, resembling, or containing fruit




•
 
a light and fruity Beaujolais.










2.
 
(of a voice or sound) mellow, deep, and rich




•
 
Jeff had a wonderfully fruity voice.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 sexually suggestive in content or style.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 relating to or associated with homosexuals.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 eccentric or crazy




•
 
a kind of fruity professor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fruitily

 
/ˈfro͞otl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
fruitiness

 
/ˈfro͞otēnəs /






noun





















frumenty

 
/ˈfro͞oməntē /

 
furmety





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an old-fashioned dish consisting of hulled wheat boiled in milk and seasoned with cinnamon and sugar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
frumentee

 , from 
frument

 , from Latin 
frumentum

 ‘corn.’





frump

 
/frəmp/





I.
 
noun




an unattractive woman who wears dowdy old-fashioned clothes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frumpish

 
/ˈfrəmpiSH /






adjective













2.
 
frumpishly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably a contraction of late Middle English 
frumple

 ‘wrinkle,’ from Middle Dutch 
verrompelen

 . The word originally denoted a mocking speech or action; later (in the plural) ill humor, the sulks; hence a bad-tempered, (later) dowdy woman (early 19th cent).





frumpy





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman or her clothes) dowdy and old-fashioned




•
 
a frumpy housewife




•
 
her frumpy, shapeless dresses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
frumpily

 
/ˈfrəmpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
frumpiness

 
/ˈfrəmpēnis /






noun





















Frunze

 
/ˈfro͞onzə/






former name (1926–91) of Bishkek
 .









frusta

 
/ˈfrəstə/






plural form of frustum
 .










frustrate

 
/ˈfrəstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent (a plan or attempted action) from progressing, succeeding, or being fulfilled




•
 
his attempt to frustrate the merger.










2.
 
prevent (someone) from doing or achieving something




•
 
an increasingly popular way to frustrate car thieves.










3.
 
cause (someone) to feel upset or annoyed, typically as a result of being unable to change or achieve something


(as 
adj.

 
frustrating

 )


•
 
it can be very frustrating to find that the size you want isn't there.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 frustrated.








III.
 
derivatives





frustrater






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
frustrat-

 ‘disappointed,’ from the verb 
frustrare

 , from 
frustra

 ‘in vain.’





frustrated

 
/ˈfrəˌstrādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or expressing distress and annoyance, especially because of inability to change or achieve something




•
 
young people get 
frustrated with

 the system.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) unable to follow or be successful in a particular career




•
 
a frustrated actor.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — prevented from progressing, succeeding, or being fulfilled




•
 
our parents may want us to fulfill their own frustrated dreams.










4.
 
(of a person or sexual desire) unfulfilled sexually




•
 
jealousies and frustrated passions.














II.
 
derivatives





frustratedly






adverb





















frustratingly

 
/ˈfrəˌstrādiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes irritation or frustration




•
 
the film is frustratingly undercut by a lack of artistic daring




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
my recovery proved frustratingly slow.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express irritation or frustration at a situation or event




•
 
frustratingly, we do not learn the actual outcome.



















frustration

 
/frəˈstrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling of being upset or annoyed, especially because of inability to change or achieve something




•
 
I sometimes feel like screaming with frustration.










2.
 
an event or circumstance that causes one to have a feeling of frustration




•
 
the inherent frustrations of assembly line work.










3.
 
the prevention of the progress, success, or fulfillment of something




•
 
the frustration of their wishes.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
frustratio(n-)

 , from 
frustrare

 ‘disappoint’ (see frustrate
 ).





frustule

 
/ˈfrəsˌCHo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the silicified cell wall of a diatom, consisting of two valves or overlapping halves.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
frustulum

 , diminutive of 
frustum

 (see frustum
 ).






frustum

 
/ˈfrəstəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 the portion of a cone or pyramid that remains after its upper part has been cut off by a plane parallel to its base, or that is intercepted between two such planes.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘piece cut off.’





fruticose

 
/ˈfro͞odəkōs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a lichen) having upright or pendulous branches.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fruticosus

 , from 
frutex

 , 
frutic-

 ‘bush, shrub.’






fry1


 
/frī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (food) in hot fat or oil, typically in a shallow pan.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be cooked by placing in hot fat in a shallow pan




•
 
put half a dozen steaks to fry in a pan.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) burn or overheat




•
 
with the sea and sun and wind you'll fry if you don't take care.










4.
 


‹informal›

 destroy




•
 
drugs fry the brain.










5.
 


(US)

 execute or be executed by electrocution.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a meal of meat or other food cooked by frying.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering where fried food is served




•
 
you'll explore islands and stop for a fish fry.










3.
 
(
fries

 )
 — another term for French fries
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
frire

 , from Latin 
frigere

 .





fry2


 
/frī/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
young fish, especially when newly hatched.




2.
 
the young of other animals produced in large numbers, such as frogs.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
frjó

 .





Fry, Christopher

 
/frī/






(1907–2005), English playwright; full name 
Christopher Harris Fry

 . He is known chiefly for his comic verse dramas, especially 
The Lady's Not for Burning

 (1948) and 
Venus Observed

 (1950).









fryer

 
/ˈfrī(ə)r /

 
frier






noun



1.
 
a large, deep container for frying food.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small young chicken suitable for frying.













frying pan

 
/ˈfrīiNG ˌpan /

 
frypan





I.
 
noun




a shallow pan with a long handle, used for cooking food in hot fat or oil.








II.
 
phrases





out of the frying pan into the fire






from a bad situation to one that is worse.

















fry-up

 
/ˈfrī ˌəp/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a dish of various types of fried food.













fs






abbreviation




femtosecond.













FSBO

 
/ˈfizˌbō/






abbreviation



1.
 
for sale by owner, referring to the sale of property directly by the owner rather than through a professional real estate agent




•
 
FSBO sellers.










2.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — an owner selling a home or other property without the assistance of a real estate agent




•
 
FSBOs rely on their lawyers to draw up contracts.



















FSH






abbreviation




follicle-stimulating hormone.













FSLIC






noun




Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation.













f. sp.





I.
 
abbreviation




a taxonomic category, especially of fungi, below that of species and defined by physiological characteristics, especially as they affect pathogenicity. The abbreviation is used in binomial names, between the species name and a special qualifier.











– origin

 abbreviation of Latin 
forma specialis

 , ‘special form.’





FST






abbreviation




flat-screen television.













f-stop

 
/ˈefˌstäp/






noun






[Photography]

 a camera setting corresponding to a particular f-number.













FT






abbreviation



1.
 


[Basketball]

 free throw.




2.
 
full-time.













ft.






abbreviation




foot; feet.













Ft.






abbreviation




Fort




•
 
Ft. Lauderdale.



















FTA






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 Free Trade Agreement, used to refer to that signed in 1988 between the US and Canada.













FTC






abbreviation




Federal Trade Commission.













ft-c






abbreviation




foot-candle.













fth.






abbreviation




fathom.













FT index

 
/ˌef ˈtē ˈinˌdeks/






another term for FTSE index
 .









ft-lb






abbreviation




foot-pound.













FTM





I.
 
adjective




short for female-to-male
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective):




•
 
an FTM transsexual.














II.
 
noun




short for female-to-male
 :




•
 
the books shed light on the lived experiences of FTMs in America.




















FTP

 
/ˈˌef ˈˌtē ˈpē /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
abbreviation




file transfer protocol, a standard for the exchange of program and data files across a network.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 transfer (a file) from one computer or system to another, especially on the Internet.














FTSE index





I.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 a figure (published by the 
Financial Times

 ) indicating the relative prices of shares on the London Stock Exchange, especially one calculated on the basis of Britain's one hundred largest public companies.







– origin

 
FTSE

 , abbreviation of 
Financial Times Stock Exchange

 .





FTW





I.
 
abbreviation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 for the win, used typically in electronic communication as an expression of affirmation or strong approval




•
 
even though this is the pre-season you can't count out the revenge factor—Arizona FTW!

















– origin

 1980s: originally in motorcyclists' slang, as an abbreviation of 
fuck the world

 .





Fuad

 
/fo͞oˈäd/





I.
 
the name of two kings of Egypt.




II.
 


Fuad I

 (1868–1936), reigned 1922–36. Formerly sultan of Egypt 1917–22, he became Egypt's first king after independence.




III.
 


Fuad II

 (1952–), grandson of Fuad I; reigned 1952–53. Named king as an infant on the forced abdication of his father, Farouk, he was deposed when Egypt became a republic.









fubar

 
/ˈfo͞obär /

 
foobar





I.
 
adjective




out of working order; seriously, perhaps irreparably, damaged




•
 
the clock in the hall is fubar.

















– origin

 1940s: acronym from 
fucked up beyond all recognition

 (or 
repair

 ).





fubsy

 
/ˈfəbzē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 fat and squat.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from dialect 
fubs

 ‘small fat person,’ perhaps a blend of fat
 and chub
 .





FUBU

 
/ˈfo͞obo͞o /

 
Fubu





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a brand of designer and sports clothing marketed mainly at young consumers of hip-hop culture


[
attrib.

 ]


•
 
a powder-blue Fubu football jersey.

















– origin

 1990s: acronym from ‘For Us, By Us.’





Fuchs, Klaus

 
/fo͝oks/






(1911–88), British physicist; born in Germany; full name 
Emil Klaus Julius Fuchs

 . A communist who fled Nazi persecution, he passed secret information regarding the atom bomb to the former Soviet Union during the 1940s.









Fuchs, Sir Vivian






(1908–99), English geologist and explorer; full name 
Sir Vivian Ernest Fuchs

 . He made the first overland crossing of the Antarctic 1955–58. His party met Sir Edmund Hillary's New Zealand contingent, approaching from the opposite direction, at the South Pole.









fuchsia

 
/ˈfyo͞oSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrub with pendulous tubular flowers that are typically of two contrasting colors. They are native to America and New Zealand and are commonly grown as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Fuchsia

 , family 
Onagraceae

 : many cultivars.]




2.
 
a vivid purplish-red color like that of the sepals of a typical fuchsia flower.











– origin

 modern Latin, named in honor of Leonhard 
Fuchs

 (1501–66), German botanist.





fuchsin

 
/ˈfyo͞oksən, -ˌsēn /

 
fuchsine





I.
 
noun




a deep red synthetic dye used as a biological stain and disinfectant.

[A chloride of rosaniline; chem. formula: C20
 H20
 N3
 Cl.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Fuchs

 ‘fox,’ translating French 
Renard

 (the name of the chemical company that first produced fuchsin commercially) + -in
 1
 .





fuci

 
/ˈfyo͞osī/






plural form of fucus
 .










fuck

 
/fək /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have sexual intercourse with (someone).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of two people) have sexual intercourse.




3.
 
ruin or damage (something).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sexual intercourse.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a sexual partner.








III.
 
exclamation




used alone or as a noun or a verb in various phrases to express anger, annoyance, contempt, impatience, or surprise, or simply for emphasis.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
go fuck yourself








‹vulgar slang›

 an exclamation expressing anger or contempt for, or rejection of, someone.









2.
 
not give a fuck (about)








‹vulgar slang›

 used to emphasize indifference or contempt.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
fuck around

 

‹vulgar slang›






a.
 
spend time doing unimportant or trivial things.




b.
 
have sexual intercourse with a variety of partners.




c.
 
(
fuck around with

 )
 — meddle with.









2.
 
fuck off






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 (of a person) go away.









3.
 
fuck someone over








(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 treat someone in an unfair or humiliating way.









4.
 
fuck someone up








‹vulgar slang›

 damage or confuse someone emotionally.









5.
 
fuck something up (or fuck up)








‹vulgar slang›

 do something badly or ineptly.












VI.
 
derivatives





fuckable






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: of Germanic origin (compare Swedish dialect 
focka

 and Dutch dialect 
fokkelen

 ); possibly from an Indo-European root meaning ‘strike,’ shared by Latin 
pugnus

 ‘fist.’ / 
usage:

 Despite the wideness and proliferation of its use in many sections of society, the word 
fuck

 remains (and has been for centuries) one of the most taboo words in English. Until relatively recently, it rarely appeared in print; even today, there are a number of euphemistic ways of referring to it in speech and writing, e.g., 
the F-word

 , 
f***

 , or 
f—k

 .





fuck buddy






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a friend or acquaintance with whom a person regularly has sex without the expectation of a romantic relationship.













fucker

 
/ˈfəkər/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a contemptible or stupid person (often used as a general term of abuse).













fuckhead

 
/ˈfəkhed/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid or contemptible person (often used as a general term of abuse).














fucking

 
/ˈfəkiNG/






adjective, adverb






‹vulgar slang›

 used for emphasis or to express anger, annoyance, contempt, or surprise.













fuck-me

 
/ˈfəkmē/






adjective






‹vulgar slang›

 (of clothing, especially shoes) inviting or perceived as inviting sexual interest.













fuck-up

 
/ˈfəkəp/






noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a mess or muddle.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a person who has a tendency to make a mess of things.













fuckwit

 
/ˈfəkwit/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a stupid or contemptible person (often used as a general term of abuse).













fucoid

 
/ˈfyo͞okoid /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
noun




a brown seaweed or fossil plant of a group to which bladderwrack belongs.

[Order 
Fucales

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 , including genus 
Fucus

 .]








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or resembling a brown seaweed, especially a fucoid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from fucus
 + -oid
 .





fucoxanthin

 
/ˌfyo͞okōˈzanTHən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a brown carotenoid pigment occurring in and generally characteristic of the brown algae.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from fucus
 + 
xanthin

 , variant of xanthine
 .






fucus

 
/ˈfyo͞okəs/





I.
 
noun




a seaweed of a large genus of brown algae having flat leathery fronds.

[Genus 
Fucus

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a cosmetic): from Latin, ‘rock lichen, red dye, rouge,’ from Greek 
phukos

 ‘seaweed,’ of Semitic origin.





FUD

 
/fəd/





I.
 
noun




fear, uncertainty and doubt, usually evoked intentionally in order to put a competitor at a disadvantage


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the FUD factor.

















– origin

 acronym.





fuddle

 
/ˈfədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confuse or stupefy (someone), especially with alcohol




•
 
my head was aching and my brain seemed fuddled.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 go on a drinking bout.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of confusion or intoxication




•
 
through the fuddle of wine he heard some of the conversation.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a drinking bout.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘go on a drinking bout’): of unknown origin.





fuddled

 
/ˈfədld/






adjective




confused or stupefied, especially as a result of drinking alcohol


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
Benjamin was trying to clear his drink-fuddled brain.



















fuddy-duddy

 
/ˈfədēˌdədē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is old-fashioned and fussy




•
 
he probably thinks I'm an 
old fuddy-duddy

 .

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally dialect): of unknown origin.






fudge

 
/fəj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft candy made from sugar, butter, and milk or cream.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 rich chocolate, used especially as a filling for cakes or a sauce on ice cream




•
 
chocolate cake filled with whipped cream and topped with 
hot fudge






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a fudge cake.










3.
 
an instance of faking or ambiguity




•
 
the new settlement is a fudge rushed out to win cheers at the conference.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 nonsense.




5.
 
a piece of late news inserted in a newspaper page.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present or deal with (something) in a vague, noncommittal, or inadequate way, especially so as to conceal the truth or mislead




•
 
a temptation to 
fudge the issue

 and nudge grades up.










2.
 
adjust or manipulate (facts or figures) so as to present a desired picture.








III.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 nonsense (expressing disbelief or annoyance).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably an alteration of obsolete 
fadge

 ‘to fit’ Early usage was as a verb in the sense ‘turn out as expected,’ also ‘merge together’: this probably gave rise to its use in confectionery. In the late 17th cent. the verb came to mean ‘fit together in a clumsy or underhanded manner,’ which included facts or figures being cobbled together in a superficially convincing way: this led to the exclamation ‘fudge!’ and to 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun.





fudge factor






noun






‹informal›

 a figure included in a calculation to account for error or unanticipated circumstances, or to ensure a desired result.













fuel

 
/ˈfyo͞o(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
material such as coal, gas, or oil that is burned to produce heat or power.




2.
 
short for nuclear fuel
 .




3.
 
food, drink, or drugs as a source of energy




•
 
any protein intake can also be used as fuel.










4.
 
a thing that sustains or inflames passion, argument, or other emotion or activity




•
 
the remuneration packages will add fuel to the debate about top-level rewards.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply or power (an industrial plant, vehicle, or machine) with fuel




•
 
the plan includes a hydroelectric plant to fuel a paper factory




•
 


‹figurative›

 a big novel that is fueled by anger and revenge.










2.
 
fill up (a vehicle, aircraft, or ship) with oil or gasoline.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
fuel up

 )
 — (of a person) eat a meal




•
 
arrive straight from work and fuel up on the complimentary buffet.










4.
 
cause (a fire) to burn more intensely.




5.
 
sustain or inflame (a feeling or activity)




•
 
his rascal heart and private pain fuel his passion as an actor.














III.
 
phrases





add fuel to the fire (or flames)






cause a situation or conflict to become more intense, especially by provocative comments.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fouaille

 , based on Latin 
focus

 ‘hearth’ (in late Latin ‘fire’).





fuel cell






noun




a cell producing an electric current directly from a chemical reaction.













fuel consumption






noun




the amount of fuel a vehicle uses to travel a particular distance at a particular speed




•
 
the vehicle is easier to drive and has far better fuel consumption.



















fuel efficiency






noun




the capacity of an engine, especially that of a vehicle, to obtain energy from fuel




•
 
the company has always placed a lot of emphasis on improving fuel efficiency.



















fuel-efficient

 
/ˈfyo͞o(ə)ləˌfiSHənt/






adjective




(chiefly of a vehicle) designed to prevent the wasteful consumption of fuel




•
 
an affordable, fuel-efficient compact car.



















fuel element






noun




an element consisting of nuclear fuel and other materials for use in a reactor.














fuel injection

 
/ˈfyo͞o(ə)l inˈjekSHən/





I.
 
noun




the direct introduction of fuel under pressure into the combustion units of an internal combustion engine.








II.
 
derivatives





fuel-injected






adjective





















fuel oil

 
/ˈfyo͞o(ə)l ˌoil/






noun




oil used as fuel in an engine or furnace.













fuel rod

 
/ˈfyo͞o(ə)l räd/






noun




a rod-shaped fuel element in a nuclear reactor.













fuelwood

 
/ˈfyo͞oəlˌwo͝od/






noun




wood used as fuel.













Fuentes, Carlos

 
/ˈfwentās/






(1928–2012), Mexican writer. Notable works: 
Where the Air is Clear

 (1958), 
Terra Nostra

 (1975), 
The Old Gringo

 (1984), and 
Happy Families

 (2006).









fufu

 
/ˈfo͞ofo͞o /

 
foo-foo





I.
 
noun




dough made from boiled and ground plantain or cassava, used as a staple food in parts of western and central Africa.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Twi 
fufuu

 .





fug

 
/fəɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a warm, stuffy, or smoky atmosphere in a room




•
 
the cozy fug of the music halls.














II.
 
derivatives





fuggy

 
/ˈfəɡē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally dialect and schoolchildren's slang): of unknown origin.





fugacious

 
/fyo͞oˈɡāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 tending to disappear; fleeting




•
 
she was acutely conscious of her fugacious youth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fugaciously






adverb













2.
 
fugaciousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fugax

 , 
fugac-

 (from 
fugere

 ‘flee’) + -ious
 .





fugacity

 
/fyo͞oˈɡasədē/






noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 the quality of being fleeting or evanescent.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a thermodynamic property of a real gas that, if substituted for the pressure or partial pressure in the equations for an ideal gas, gives equations applicable to the real gas.













fugal

 
/ˈfyo͞oɡəl/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of a fugue




•
 
the virtuosity of the fugal finale.














II.
 
derivatives





fugally






adverb





















fugato

 
/f(y)o͞oˈɡädō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




in the style of a fugue, but not in strict or complete fugal form.








II.
 
noun




a fugato passage.











– origin

 Italian.





-fuge





I.
 
combining form




expelling or dispelling either a specified thing or in a specified way




•
 
vermifuge




•
 
centrifuge.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
-fugus

 , from Latin 
fugare

 ‘cause to flee.’





fugitive

 
/ˈfyo͞ojədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has escaped from a place or is in hiding, especially to avoid arrest or persecution




•
 
fugitives from justice




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
fugitive criminals.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — quick to disappear; fleeting




•
 
he entertained a fugitive idea that Barbara needed him.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fugitif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
fugitivus

 , from 
fugere

 ‘flee.’





fugleman

 
/ˈfyo͞oɡəlˌman/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a soldier placed in front of a regiment or company while drilling to demonstrate the motions and time.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a leader, organizer, or spokesman




•
 
fuglemen of the ideological right.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Flügelmann

 ‘leader of the file,’ from 
Flügel

 ‘wing’ + 
Mann

 ‘man.’





fugly

 
/ˈfəɡli/





I.
 
adjective






‹vulgar slang›

 very ugly or unattractive




•
 
I told him we all thought he was fugly.

















– origin

 1970s: blend of fucking
 and ugly
 .





fugu

 
/ˈfo͞oɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a puffer fish that is eaten as a Japanese delicacy, after some highly poisonous parts have been removed.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Japanese.





fugue

 
/fyo͞oɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a contrapuntal composition in which a short melody or phrase (the subject) is introduced by one part and successively taken up by others and developed by interweaving the parts.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a state or period of loss of awareness of one's identity, often coupled with flight from one's usual environment, associated with certain forms of hysteria and epilepsy.








II.
 
derivatives





fuguist

 
/ˈfyo͞oɡəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Italian 
fuga

 , from Latin 
fuga

 ‘flight,’ related to 
fugere

 ‘flee.’





führer

 
/ˈfyo͞orər /

 
fuehrer





I.
 
noun




a ruthless, tyrannical leader.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from German 
Führer

 ‘leader,’ part of the title 
Führer und Reichskanzler

 ‘Leader and Chancellor of the Empire’ assumed in 1934 by Adolf Hitler, Adolf
 .





Fujairah

 
/fo͞oˈjīrə /

 
al-Fujayrah






one of the seven member states of the United Arab Emirates; pop. 107,900 (est. 2009).










Fuji, Mount

 
/ˈfo͞ojē/






a dormant volcano on the island of Honshu in Japan. Japan's highest mountain, it rises to 12,385 feet (3,776 m). It is regarded as sacred by the Japanese.

Also called Fujiyama
 .









Fujian

 
/fo͞oˈjyän /

 
Fukien






a province in southeastern China, on the China Sea; capital, Fuzhou.









Fujita scale

 
/fo͞oˈjēdə ˌskāl /

 
Fujita-Pearson scale





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a scale of tornado severity with numbers from 0 to 6, based on the degree of observed damage.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after Dr. Tetsuya Theodore 
Fujita

 (1920–1988), the meteorologist who chiefly devised it.






Fujiyama

 
/ˌfo͞ojēˈyämə/






another name for Fuji, Mount
 .









Fukuoka

 
/ˌfo͞oko͞oˈōkə/






an industrial city and port in southern Japan, capital of Kyushu island; pop. 1,363,841 (2007).










-ful





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives from nouns) full of




•
 
sorrowful.










2.
 
having the qualities of




•
 
masterful.










3.
 
forming adjectives from adjectives or from Latin stems with little change of sense




•
 
grateful.










4.
 
(forming adjectives from verbs) apt to; able to; accustomed to




•
 
forgetful




•
 
watchful.










5.
 
(
pl.

 -fuls)
 — forming nouns denoting the amount needed to fill the specified container, holder, etc.




•
 
bucketful




•
 
handful.

















– origin

 from full
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The combining form 
-ful

 is used to form nouns meaning ‘the amount needed to fill’ (cupful, spoonful, etc.). The plural form of such words is cupfuls, spoonfuls, etc. Three cups full would denote the individual cups rather than a quantity measured in cups: on the sill were three cups full of milk; add three cupfuls of milk to the batter.






Fula

 
/ˈfo͞olə/






noun




the Benue-Congo language of the Fulani people, spoken as a first language by about 10 million people and widely used in West Africa as a lingua franca. Also called 
Ful

 , 
Fulani

 .













Fulani

 
/fəˈlänē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in a region of West Africa from Senegal to northern Nigeria and Cameroon. They are traditionally nomadic cattle herders of Muslim faith.




2.
 
another term for Fula
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Fulani or their language.











– origin

 the name in Hausa.





Fulbright, William

 
/ˈfo͝olˌbrīt/






(1905–95), US senator; full name 
James William Fulbright

 . An Arkansas Democrat, he sponsored the Fulbright Act of 1946, which authorized funds from the sale of surplus war materials overseas to be used to finance exchange programs of students and teachers between the US and other countries. The program now is supported by federal grants.









fulcrum

 
/ˈfo͝olkrəm ˈfəlkrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point on which a lever rests or is supported and on which it pivots.




2.
 
a thing that plays a central or essential role in an activity, event, or situation




•
 
research is the fulcrum of the academic community.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally in the general sense ‘a prop or support’): from Latin, literally ‘post of a couch,’ from 
fulcire

 ‘to prop up.’





fulfill

 
/fo͝olˈfil /

 


‹Brit.›

 fulfil





I.
 
verb



1.
 
bring to completion or reality; achieve or realize (something desired, promised, or predicted)




•
 
he wouldn't be able to fulfill his ambition to visit Naples.










2.
 
(
fulfill oneself

 )
 — gain happiness or satisfaction by fully developing one's abilities or character.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 complete (a period of time or piece of work).




4.
 
carry out (a task, duty, or role) as required, pledged, or expected




•
 
some officials were dismissed because they could not fulfill their duties.










5.
 
satisfy or meet (a requirement or condition)




•
 
goods must fulfill three basic conditions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fulfillable






adjective













2.
 
fulfiller






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
fullfyllan

 ‘fill up, make full’ (see full
 1
 , fill
 ).





fulfilled

 
/fo͝olˈfild/






adjective




satisfied or happy because of fully developing one's abilities or character.













fulfilling

 
/fo͝olˈfiliNG/






adjective




making someone satisfied or happy because of fully developing their character or abilities




•
 
a fulfilling and rewarding career.



















fulfillment

 
/fo͝olˈfilmənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 fulfilment






noun



1.
 
satisfaction or happiness as a result of fully developing one's abilities or character




•
 
she did not believe that marriage was the key to happiness and fulfillment.










2.
 
the achievement of something desired, promised, or predicted




•
 
winning the championship was the fulfillment of a childhood dream.










3.
 
the meeting of a requirement or condition




•
 
the fulfillment of statutory requirements.










4.
 
the performance of a task, duty, or role as required, pledged, or expected.













fulgent

 
/ˈfəljənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 shining brightly.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fulgent-

 ‘shining,’ from the verb 
fulgere

 .





fulguration

 
/ˌfo͝olɡ(y)əˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the destruction of small growths or areas of tissue using diathermy.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a flash like that of lightning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fulgurant






adjective




(in fulguration
 (
sense

 2))













2.
 
fulgurate






verb













3.
 
fulgurous






adjective




(in fulguration
 (
sense

 2))



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (usually plural in the sense ‘flashes of lightning’): from Latin 
fulguratio(n-)

 ‘sheet lightning,’ from 
fulgur

 ‘lightning.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





fulgurite

 
/ˈfo͝olɡ(y)əˌrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 vitreous material formed of sand or other sediment fused by lightning.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a piece of fulgurite.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
fulgur

 ‘lightning’ + -ite
 1
 .





fuliginous

 
/fyo͞oˈlijənəs/





I.
 
adjective




sooty; dusky.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally describing a vapor as ‘thick and noxious’): from late Latin 
fuliginosus

 , from 
fuligo

 , 
fuligin-

 ‘soot.’





Fuling

 
/ˌfo͞oˈliNG/






a city in Sichuan province, in central China, on the Yangtze River at its junction with the Wu River; pop. 168,500 (est. 2009).










full1


 
/fo͝ol/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or holding as much or as many as possible; having no empty space




•
 
wastebaskets full of rubbish




•
 
she could only nod, for her mouth was full.










2.
 
having eaten or drunk to one's limits or satisfaction.

See also full up
 below.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
full of

 )
 — containing or holding much or many; having a large number of




•
 
his diary is full of entries about her.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
full of

 )
 — having a lot of (a particular quality)




•
 
she was full of confidence.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
full of

 )
 — completely engrossed with; unable to stop talking or thinking about




•
 
Anna had been full of her day, saying how Mitch had described England to her.










6.
 
filled with intense emotion




•
 
she picked at her food, her heart too full to eat.










7.
 
involving a lot of activities




•
 
he lived a full life.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — not lacking or omitting anything; complete




•
 
fill in your full name below




•
 
full details on request.










9.
 
(often used for emphasis) reaching the utmost limit; maximum




•
 
he reached for the engine control and turned it up to full power




•
 
John made full use of all the tuition provided.










10.
 
having all the privileges and status attached to a particular position




•
 
the country applied for full membership in the European Community.










11.
 
(of a report or account) containing as much detail or information as possible.




12.
 
used to emphasize an amount or quantity




•
 
he kept his fast pace going for the full 14-mile distance.










13.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a covering material in bookbinding) used for the entire cover




•
 
bound in full cloth.










14.
 
(of a person or part of their body) plump or rounded




•
 
she had full lips




•
 
the fuller figure.










15.
 
(of the hair) having body.




16.
 
(of a garment) made using much material arranged in folds or gathers, or generously cut so as to fit loosely




•
 
the dress has a square neck and a full skirt.










17.
 
(of a sound) strong and resonant.




18.
 
(of a flavor or color) rich or intense.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
straight; directly




•
 
she turned her head and looked full into his face.










2.
 
very




•
 
he 
knew full well

 she was too polite to barge in.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 entirely (used to emphasize an amount or quantity)




•
 
they talked for full half an hour.














III.
 
noun

 — (
the full

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 the period, point, or state of the greatest fullness or strength; the height of a period of time.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the state or time of full moon.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹archaic›

 
(Irish)

 the whole.








IV.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(W. Indian)

 make (something) full; fill up




•
 
he 
full up

 the house with bawling.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — gather or pleat (fabric) so as to make a garment full.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dialect›

 
(US)

 (of the moon or tide) become full.








V.
 
phrases




1.
 
full and by








[Sailing]

 close-hauled but with sails filling.









2.
 
full of beans






see bean
 .









3.
 
full of oneself






very self-satisfied and with an exaggerated sense of self-worth.









4.
 
full of years








‹archaic›

 having lived to a considerable age.









5.
 
full on





a.
 
running at or providing maximum power or capacity




•
 
he had the heater full on.










b.
 
so as to make a direct or significant impact




•
 
the recession has hit us full on.










c.
 
(
full-on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of an activity or thing) not diluted in nature or effect




•
 
this is full-on ballroom boogie.















6.
 
full out





a.
 
as much or as far as possible; with maximum effort or power




•
 
he held his foot to the floor until the car raced full out.










b.
 


[Printing]

 flush with the margin.









7.
 
full steam (or speed) ahead






used to indicate that one should proceed with as much speed or energy as possible.









8.
 
full to the brim






see brim
 .









9.
 
full up





a.
 
filled to capacity.




b.
 
having eaten or drunk so much that one is replete.









10.
 
in full





a.
 
with nothing omitted




•
 
I shall expect your life story in full.










b.
 
to the full amount due




•
 
their relocation costs would be paid in full.










c.
 
to the utmost; completely




•
 
the textbooks have failed to exploit in full the opportunities offered.















11.
 
to the full






to the greatest possible extent




•
 
enjoy your free trip to Europe to the full.





















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vol

 and German 
voll

 .






full2


 
/fo͝ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
fulling

 )


1.
 
clean, shrink, and felt (cloth) by heat, pressure, and moisture.











– origin

 Middle English: probably a back-formation from fuller
 1
 , influenced by Old French 
fouler

 ‘press hard upon’ or medieval Latin 
fullare

 , based on Latin 
fullo

 ‘fuller.’





fullback

 
/ˈfo͝olˌbak/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 an offensive player in the backfield.




2.
 
(in a game such as soccer or field hockey) a player in a defensive position at the side of the field.













full-blooded

 
/ˌfo͝olˈblədəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of unmixed race




•
 
a full-blooded Cherokee.










2.
 
vigorous, enthusiastic, and without compromise




•
 
a full-blooded argument.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
full blood






noun





full-blooded
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
full-bloodedly






adverb













3.
 
full-bloodedness






noun





















full-blown

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌblōn/






adjective



1.
 
fully developed




•
 
the onset of full-blown AIDS in persons infected with HIV.










2.
 
(of a flower) in full bloom.













full-bodied

 
/ˌfo͝olˈbädēd/






adjective




rich and satisfying in flavor or sound




•
 
a spicy, full-bodied white wine.



















full bore





I.
 
adverb




at full speed or maximum capacity




•
 
the boat came full bore toward us.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting firearms of relatively large caliber




•
 
full-bore handguns.










2.
 
complete; thoroughgoing




•
 
a full-bore campaign to bring down the government.



















full-bottomed

 
/ˌfo͝olˈbädəmd/






adjective




(of a wig) long at the back.













full-bred






adjective




(of an animal) bred from parents of the same breed or variety; of unmixed origin




•
 
a large full-bred Alsatian.



















full brother






noun




a brother born of the same mother and father.













full color






noun




the full range of colors




•
 
lively illustrations 
in full color

 .



















full-court press






noun



1.
 


[Basketball]

 a defensive tactic in which members of a team cover their opponents throughout the court and not just near their own basket.




2.
 


[Basketball]

 
(US)

 an instance of aggressive pressure




•
 
if the president were to mount a full-court press for the space station.




















full dress

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˌdres/





I.
 
noun




clothes worn on ceremonial or formal occasions.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting an event, activity, or process that is treated with complete seriousness or that possesses all the characteristics of a genuine example of the type




•
 
shuttle diplomacy might be better than a full-dress conference.



















full dress uniform






noun




a military uniform worn on ceremonial occasions.













full employment






noun




the condition in which virtually all who are able and willing to work are employed




•
 
a target of full employment.




















fuller1


 
/ˈfo͝olər/





I.
 
noun




a person who fulls cloth.











– origin

 Old English 
fullere

 , from Latin 
fullo

 , of unknown origin.





fuller2


 
/ˈfo͝olər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grooved or rounded tool on which iron is shaped.




2.
 
a groove made by this, especially in a horseshoe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stamp (iron) with a fuller.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.





Fuller, Margaret

 
/ˈfo͝olər/






(1810–50), US literary critic and social reformer; full name 
Sarah Margaret Fuller

 . An advocate of cultural education for women, she conducted “Conversations,” a popular series of discussion groups in the Boston area before becoming literary critic of the 
New York Tribune

 1844–46. Among her books is 
Woman in the Nineteenth Century

 (1845).









Fuller, Melville Weston






(1833–1910), US Supreme Court associate justice 1888–1910. He was also a member of the Court of International Arbitration 1900–1910 in The Hague.










Fuller, R. Buckminster

 
/ˈfo͝olər/






(1895–1983), US designer and architect; full name 
Richard Buckminster Fuller

 . He is best known for his invention of the geodesic dome and also for his ideals of using the world's resources with maximum purpose and least waste.










fullerene

 
/ˈfo͝oləˌrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a form of carbon having a large spheroidal molecule consisting of a hollow cage of atoms, of which buckminsterfullerene was the first known example.











– origin

 1980s: contraction of buckminsterfullerene
 .





fuller's earth






noun




a type of clay used in fulling cloth and as an adsorbent.













fuller's teasel





I.
 
noun




a teasel with stiff bracts that curve backward from the prickly flower head.

[
Dipsacus sativus

 , family 
Dipsacaceae

 .]











– origin

 so named because it was formerly dried and used for raising the nap on woven cloth.





Fullerton

 
/ˈfo͝olərtən/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 131,868 (est. 2008).









full face

 
/ˈˌfo͝ol ˈfās/





I.
 
adverb




with all of the face visible; facing directly at someone or something




•
 
she looked full face at the mirror.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
showing all of the face




•
 
a full-face mug shot.










2.
 
covering all of the face




•
 
a full-face motorcycle helmet.




















full-fashioned

 
/ˌfo͝olˈfaSHənd/






adjective



1.
 
(of women's clothing, especially hosiery) shaped and seamed to fit the body




•
 
full-fashioned stockings.










2.
 
(of a knitted garment) shaped by increasing or decreasing the number of loops made along the fabric length without alteration of the stitch.













full-figured






adjective




(of a woman) having a plump or curvaceous body




•
 
full-figured teens struggle to find stylish prom gowns




•
 
she was just over five feet tall and full-figured.



















full-flavored

 


‹Brit.›

 full-flavoured






adjective




(of food or drink) having a rich or intense flavor




•
 
a full-flavored cheese




•
 
a vibrant, full-flavored wine.




















full-fledged

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌflejd/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 completely developed or established; of full status




•
 
coldlike symptoms that never quite develop into full-fledged colds.



















full flood






noun



1.
 
the tide or a river at its highest.




2.
 
(
be in full flood

 )
 — see flood
 .













full-frontal

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌfrən(t)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of nudity or a nude figure) with full exposure of the front of the body.




2.
 
with nothing concealed or held back




•
 
they put a full-frontal guitar assault to clever lyrics.



















full gainer






noun






[Sports]

 (in diving) a dive in which a complete backwards somersault is performed before entering the water feet first.













full-grown

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌɡrōn/






adjective




having reached maturity.













full growth






noun




the greatest size that a plant or animal naturally attains; maturity.













full-hearted

 
/ˌfo͝olˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




with great enthusiasm and commitment; full of sincere feeling




•
 
full-hearted consent of the electorate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
full-heartedly

 
/ˌfo͝olˈhärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
full-heartedness

 
/ˌfo͝olˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















full house

 
/ˈˌfo͝ol ˈhous/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an audience, or a group of people attending a meeting, that fills the venue for the event to capacity.




2.
 
a poker hand with three of a kind and a pair, beating a flush and losing to four of a kind.




3.
 
a winning card at bingo in which all the numbers have been successfully marked off.













full-length

 
/ˌfo͝olˈleNGTH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the standard length




•
 
a full-length Disney cartoon.










2.
 
(of a garment or curtain) extending to, or almost to, the ground.




3.
 
(of a mirror or portrait) showing the whole human figure.








II.
 
adverb

 — (usu. 
full length

 )


1.
 
(of a person) with the body lying stretched out and flat




•
 
Lucy flung herself full length on the floor.



















full marks






plural noun



1.
 
the maximum award in an examination or assessment.




2.
 
praise for someone's intelligence, hard work, or other quality




•
 
she had to give him full marks for originality.



















full measure






noun




the total amount or extent




•
 
the full measure of their worth.



















full moon






noun



1.
 
the phase of the moon in which its whole disk is illuminated.




2.
 
the time when the moon's whole disk is illuminated




•
 
it was several days after full moon.



















full-motion video

 
FMV






noun




digital video data that is transmitted or stored on video discs for real-time reproduction on a computer (or other multimedia system) at a rate of not less than 25 frames per second.













full-mouthed

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˌmouT͟Hd/






adjective



1.
 
(of cattle, sheep, etc.) having a full set of adult teeth.




2.
 
spoken loudly or vigorously.













fullness

 
/ˈfo͝olnəs /

 
fulness





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being filled to capacity




•
 
scores of cans in different states of fullness.










2.
 
the state of having eaten enough or more than enough and feeling full




•
 
the feeling of fullness you acquire from eating brown rice.










3.
 
the state of being complete or whole




•
 
the honesty and fullness of the information they provide.










4.
 
(in or alluding to biblical use) all that is contained in the world




•
 
God's green earth in all its fullness is for the people.










5.
 
(of a person's body or part of it) the state of being filled out so as to produce a rounded shape




•
 
the childish fullness of his cheeks.










6.
 
(of a garment or the hair) the condition of having been cut or designed to give a full shape.




7.
 
richness or intensity of flavor, sound, or color




•
 
the coffee is of a luxurious fullness.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the fullness of one's (or the) heart








‹literary›

 overwhelming emotion.









2.
 
in the fullness of time






after a due length of time has elapsed; eventually




•
 
he'll tell us in the fullness of time.























full page

 
/fo͝ol ˈpāj/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an entire page of a newspaper or magazine




•
 
full-page advertisements.



















full professor





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 see professor
 .








II.
 
derivatives





full professorship






noun





















full-rigged

 
/ˌfo͝olˈriɡd/






adjective




(of a sailing ship) having three or more masts that all carry square sails.













full-scale

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌskāl/






adjective



1.
 
of the same size as the thing represented




•
 
a huge tank containing two full-scale pirate ships.










2.
 
unrestricted in size, extent, or intensity; complete and thorough




•
 
a full-scale invasion of the mainland.



















full score






noun




a score of a musical composition giving the parts for all performers on separate staves.














full-service broker





I.
 
noun




a stockbroker or brokerage firm that provides investment advice and related services to clients in addition to facilitating transactions




•
 
Betty uses a full-service broker to assist her with her portfolio selections.







Compare with discount broker
 .








II.
 
derivatives





full-service brokerage






noun





















full sister






noun




a sister born of the same mother and father.













full-sized

 
/fo͝olˈsīzd /

 
full-size






adjective




of normal size for its type




•
 
she was still a puppy, not yet full-sized.



















full stop

 
/ˈˌfo͝ol ˈstäp/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for period
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













full-time

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌtīm/





I.
 
adjective




occupying or using the whole of someone's available working time, typically 40 hours in a week




•
 
a full-time job.














II.
 
adverb




on a full-time basis




•
 
both parents were employed full-time.



















full-timer

 
/ˈfo͝ol ˈˌtīmər/






noun




a person who does a full-time job.













full-toned






adjective




having a strong, resonant tone




•
 
a rich, full-toned rendition of a Puccini aria.



















fully

 
/ˈfo͝olē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
completely or entirely; to the furthest extent




•
 
I fully understand the fears of the workers.










2.
 
without lacking or omitting anything




•
 
this issue is discussed more fully in chapter seven




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a fully equipped gymnasium.










3.
 
no less or fewer than (used to emphasize an amount)




•
 
fully 65 percent of all funerals are by cremation.

















– origin

 Old English 
fullīce

 (see full
 1
 , -ly
 2
 ).





-fully






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ful

 (such as 
sorrowfully

 corresponding to 
sorrowful

 ).













fully fashioned

 
/ˈfo͝olē ˈˌfaSHənd/






adjective




another term for full-fashioned
 .













fully fledged

 
/ˌfəlē ˈflejd/






adjective




British term for full-fledged
 .













fulmar

 
/ˈfo͝olmər/





I.
 
noun




a gull-sized gray and white seabird of the petrel family, with a stocky body and tubular nostrils.

[Genus 
Fulmarus

 , family 
Procellariidae

 : two species, in particular the 
northern fulmar

 (
F. glacialis

 ) of the arctic.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Hebridean Norn dialect, from Old Norse 
fúll

 ‘stinking, foul’ (because of its habit of regurgitating its stomach contents when disturbed) + 
már

 ‘gull.’





fulminant

 
/ˈfo͝olmənənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a disease or symptom) severe and sudden in onset.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
fulminant-

 ‘striking with lightning,’ from the verb 
fulminare

 (see fulminate
 ).






fulminate

 
/ˈfo͝olməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express vehement protest




•
 
all 
fulminated against

 the new curriculum.










2.
 


‹literary›

 explode violently or flash like lightning




•
 
thunder fulminated around the house.










3.
 
[usu. as 
adj.

 ] (
fulminating

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a disease or symptom) develop suddenly and severely




•
 
fulminating appendicitis.














II.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of fulminic acid.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fulminat-

 ‘struck by lightning,’ from 
fulmen

 , 
fulmin-

 ‘lightning.’ The earliest sense (derived from medieval Latin 
fulminare

 ) was ‘denounce formally,’ later ‘issue formal censures’ (originally said of the pope). A sense ‘emit thunder and lightning,’ based on the original Latin meaning, arose in the early 17th cent., and hence ‘explode violently’ (late 17th cent).





fulminate of mercury






noun




a white or grayish crystalline powder that when dry is extremely volatile when exposed to heat or pressure and is used as an explosive.













fulmination

 
/ˌfəlməˈnāSHən/






noun

 — (usu. 
fulminations

 )


1.
 
an expression of vehement protest




•
 
the fulminations of media moralists.










2.
 
a violent explosion or a flash like lightning.














fulminic acid

 
/fo͝olˈminik, fəl-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a very unstable acid isomeric with cyanic acid.

[Chem. formula: HONC.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
fulminic

 from Latin 
fulmen

 , 
fulmin-

 ‘lightning’ + -ic
 .





fulsome

 
/ˈfo͝olsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
complimentary or flattering to an excessive degree




•
 
they are almost embarrassingly fulsome in their appreciation.










2.
 
of large size or quantity; generous or abundant




•
 
a fulsome harvest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fulsomely

 
/ˈfo͝olsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
fulsomeness

 
/ˈfo͝olsəmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘abundant’): from full
 1
 + -some
 1
 . / 
usage:

 Although the earliest use of 
fulsome

 (first recorded in the 13th century) was ‘generous or abundant,’ this meaning is now regarded by some people as wronɡ. The correct meaning today is held to be ‘excessively complimentary or flattering.’ However, the word is still often used in its oriɡinal sense of ‘abundant,’ especially in sentences such as she was fulsome in her praise for the people who organized it, and this use can give rise to ambiguity: for one speaker, 
fulsome praise

 may be a genuine compliment, while for others it will be interpreted as an insult.





Fulton, Robert

 
/ˈfo͝oltn/






(1765–1815), US inventor; pioneer of the steamship. He constructed a steam-propelled “diving-boat” in 1800, which he submerged to a depth of 25 feet (7.6 m). In 1806, he built the first successful paddle steamer, the 
Clermont

 . Eighteen other steamships were subsequently built, inaugurating the era of commercial steam navigation.









fulvic acid

 
/ˈfəlvik, ˈfo͝ol-/






noun




a highly soluble organic phenol found in humus that chelates elemental mineral nutrients.













fulvous

 
/ˈfo͝olvəs/





I.
 
adjective




reddish yellow; tawny.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fulvus

 + -ous
 .





Fu Manchu

 
/ˌfo͞o ˌmanˈCHo͞o /

 
Fu Manchu mustache





I.
 
noun




a long narrow mustache in which the ends taper and droop down to the chin.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: the kind of mustache worn by 
Fu Manchu

 , a master criminal in the novels of British writer Sax Rohmer (1883-1959).





fumaric acid

 
/fyo͞oˌmerik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid, isomeric with maleic acid, present in fumitory and many other plants.

[Alternative name: 
trans

 -butenedioic acid; chem. formula: HOOCCH=CHCOOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





fumarate

 
/ˈfyo͞oməˌrāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
fumaric

 from modern Latin 
Fumaria

 ‘fumitory’ + -ic
 .






fumarole

 
/ˈfyo͞oməˌrōl/





I.
 
noun




an opening in or near a volcano, through which hot sulfurous gases emerge.








II.
 
derivatives





fumarolic

 
/ˌfyo͞oməˈrōlik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from obsolete Italian 
fumaruolo

 , from late Latin 
fumariolum

 ‘vent, hole for smoke,’ a diminutive based on Latin 
fumus

 ‘smoke.’





fumble

 
/ˈfəmbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use the hands clumsily while doing or handling something




•
 
she 
fumbled with

 the lock.










2.
 
(
fumble around/about

 )
 — move clumsily in various directions using the hands to find one's way




•
 
Greg fumbled around in the closet and found his black jacket.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use the hands clumsily to move (something) as specified




•
 
she fumbled a cigarette from her bag.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 drop or lose control of (the ball), sometimes causing a turnover




•
 
he seldom fumbled a ball.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in other ball games) fail to catch or field (the ball, a pass, a shot, etc.) cleanly.




6.
 
express oneself or deal with something clumsily or nervously




•
 
asked for explanations, Michael had fumbled for words.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of using the hands clumsily while doing or handling something




•
 
just one fumble during a tire change could separate the winners from the losers.










2.
 


[Football]

 an act of dropping or losing control of the ball, sometimes causing a turnover




•
 
his fumble was recovered on the 6-yard line.










3.
 
(in other ball games) an act of failing to catch or field the ball cleanly.




4.
 
an act of managing or dealing with something clumsily




•
 
we are not talking about subtle errors of judgment, but major fumbles.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fumbler

 
/ˈfəmb(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
fumblingly

 
/ˈfəmb(ə)liNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Low German 
fommeln

 or Dutch 
fommelen

 .





fume

 
/fyo͞om/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
fumes

 )


1.
 
gas, smoke, or vapor that smells strongly or is dangerous to inhale




•
 
clouds of exhaust fumes spewed by cars.










2.
 
a pungent odor of a particular thing or substance




•
 
he breathed 
fumes of

 wine into her face.










3.
 


‹literary›

 a watery vapor, steam, or mist rising from the earth or sea.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit gas, smoke, or vapor




•
 
fragments of lava hit the ground, fuming and sizzling.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
fumed

 )
 — expose (especially wood) to ammonia fumes in order to produce dark tints




•
 
the fumed oak sideboard.










3.
 
feel, show, or express great anger




•
 
he is fuming over the interference in his work.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fumingly

 
/ˈfyo͞omiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
fumy

 
/ˈfyo͞omē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fumer

 (verb), from Latin 
fumare

 ‘to smoke.’





fume hood






noun






(US)

 a ventilated enclosure in a chemistry laboratory, in which harmful volatile chemicals can be used or kept.













fumet

 
/fyo͞oˈmā, ˈfyo͞omət/





I.
 
noun




a concentrated stock, especially of game or fish, used as flavoring.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the senses ‘smell of game’ and ‘game flavor’): from French, from 
fumer

 ‘to smoke.’ The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





fumigate

 
/ˈfyo͞oməˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply the fumes of certain chemicals to (an area) to disinfect it or to rid it of vermin.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fumigant

 
/-ɡənt /






noun













2.
 
fumigation

 
/ˌfyo͞oməˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
fumigator

 
/-ˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
fumigation

 , in the sense ‘the action of perfuming’): from Latin 
fumigat-

 ‘fumigated,’ from the verb 
fumigare

 , from 
fumus

 ‘smoke.’





fumitory

 
/ˈfyo͞oməˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun




an Old World plant with spikes of small tubular pink or white flowers and finely divided grayish leaves, often considered a weed.

[Genus 
Fumaria

 , family 
Fumariaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fumeterre

 , from medieval Latin 
fumus terrae

 ‘smoke of the earth’ (because of its grayish leaves).






fun

 
/fən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
enjoyment, amusement, or lighthearted pleasure




•
 
the children were 
having fun

 in the play area




•
 
anyone who turns up can join in the fun.










2.
 
a source of this




•
 
people watching is great fun.










3.
 
playful behavior or good humor




•
 
she's full of fun.










4.
 
behavior or an activity that is intended purely for amusement and should not be interpreted as having serious or malicious purposes




•
 
it was nothing serious; they just enjoyed having some harmless fun.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a place or event) providing entertainment or leisure activities for children




•
 
a 33-acre movie-themed fun park.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 amusing, entertaining, or enjoyable




•
 
it was a fun evening.














III.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 joke or tease


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
no need to get sore—I was only funning




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they are just funning you.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
for fun

 
for the fun of it






in order to amuse oneself and not for any more serious purpose.









2.
 
fun and games






amusing and enjoyable activities




•
 
teaching isn't all fun and games.















3.
 
someone's idea of fun






used to emphasize one's dislike for an activity or to mock someone else's liking for it




•
 
being stuck behind a desk all day 
isn't my idea of fun

 .















4.
 
in fun






not intended seriously; as a joke




•
 
remember when you meet the press to say that your speech was all in fun.















5.
 
like fun








‹dated›

 an ironic exclamation of contradiction or disbelief in response to a statement.









6.
 
make fun of

 
poke fun at






tease, laugh at, or joke about (someone) in a mocking or unkind way.









7.
 
not much (or a lot of) fun






used to indicate that something strikes one as extremely unpleasant and depressing




•
 
it can't be much fun living next door to him.















8.
 
what fun!






used to convey that an activity or situation sounds amusing or enjoyable.















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a trick or hoax): from obsolete 
fun

 ‘to cheat or hoax,’ dialect variant of late Middle English 
fon

 ‘make a fool of, be a fool,’ related to 
fon

 ‘a fool,’ of unknown origin. Compare with fond
 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
fun

 as an adjective meaning ‘enjoyable,’ as in we had a 
fun

 evening, is now established in informal use, although not accepted in standard English. The comparative and superlative forms 
funner

 and 
funnest

 , formed as if 
fun

 were a standard adjective, should only be used in very informal contexts, typically speech.





Funabashi

 
/ˌfo͞onäˈbäSHē/






a city in central Japan, on eastern Honshu Island, a suburb of Tokyo; pop. 584,152 (2008).









Funafuti

 
/ˌf(y)o͞onəˈf(y)o͞odē/






the capital of Tuvalu, on an island of the same name; pop. 5,000 (est. 2007).









funambulist

 
/fyo͞oˈnambyələst/





I.
 
noun




a tightrope walker.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
funambule

 or Latin 
funambulus

 (from 
funis

 ‘rope’ + 
ambulare

 ‘to walk’) + -ist
 .





Funchal

 
/fo͞onˈSHäl, fən-/






the capital and chief port of Madeira, on the south coast of the island; pop. 99,759 (2006).










function

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an activity or purpose natural to or intended for a person or thing




•
 
bridges perform the function of providing access across water




•
 
Vitamin A is required for good eye function.










2.
 
practical use or purpose in design




•
 
building designs that prioritize style over function.










3.
 
a basic task of a computer, especially one that corresponds to a single instruction from the user.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a relationship or expression involving one or more variables




•
 
the function (bx + c).










5.
 
a variable quantity regarded in relation to one or more other variables in terms of which it may be expressed or on which its value depends.




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 a functional group.




7.
 
a thing dependent on another factor or factors




•
 
class shame is a function of social power.










8.
 
a large or formal social event or ceremony




•
 
he was obliged to attend party functions.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work or operate in a proper or particular way




•
 
her liver is functioning normally.










2.
 
(
function as

 )
 — fulfill the purpose or task of (a specified thing)




•
 
the museum intends to function as an educational and study center.














III.
 
derivatives





functionless






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
fonction

 , from Latin 
functio(n-)

 , from 
fungi

 ‘perform.’





functional

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of or having a special activity, purpose, or task; relating to the way in which something works or operates




•
 
there are important functional differences between left and right brain.










2.
 
designed to be practical and useful, rather than attractive




•
 
she had assumed the apartment would be functional and simple.










3.
 
working or operating




•
 
the museum will be fully functional from the opening of the festival.










4.
 
(of a disease) affecting the operation, rather than the structure, of an organ




•
 
functional diarrhea.










5.
 
(of a mental illness) having no discernible organic cause




•
 
functional psychosis.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or relating to a variable quantity whose value depends on one or more other variables.













functional food






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for nutraceutical
 .













functional grammar






noun




a theory of grammar concerned with how the social, cognitive, and pragmatic functions of language relate to structure.













functional group






noun






[Chemistry]

 a group of atoms responsible for the characteristic reactions of a particular compound.













functional illiterate






noun




a person whose level of ability to read and write is below that needed to do the ordinary tasks required to function normally in society.













functionalism

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)nlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
belief in or stress on the practical application of a thing, in particular




2.
 
(in the arts) the doctrine that the design of an object should be determined solely by its function, rather than by aesthetic considerations, and that anything practically designed will be inherently beautiful.




3.
 
(in the social sciences) the theory that all aspects of a society serve a function and are necessary for the survival of that society.




4.
 
(in the philosophy of mind) the theory that mental states can be sufficiently defined by their cause, their effect on other mental states, and their effect on behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





functionalist

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)nələst /






noun, adjective





















functionality

 
/ˌfəNG(k)SHəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being suited to serve a purpose well; practicality




•
 
I like the feel and functionality of this bakeware.










2.
 
the purpose that something is designed or expected to fulfill




•
 
manufacturing processes may be affected by the functionality of the product.










3.
 
the range of operations that can be run on a computer or other electronic system




•
 
new software with additional functionality.



















functionally

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the purpose or use of something




•
 
the parish clergy was socially and functionally differentiated




•
 
disk and tape are functionally equivalent as storage devices.










2.
 
in a way that relates to how something works or operates




•
 
task forces evaluated all aspects of the department both structurally and functionally.










3.
 
in a way that is practical and useful, rather than attractive




•
 
a functionally designed two-bedroom apartment.



















functional medicine






noun




medical practice or treatments that focus on optimal functioning of the body and its organs, usually involving systems of holistic or alternative medicine




•
 
you don't have to have a disease to benefit from functional medicine.



















functional shift






noun




a shift in the use of a word to a new grammatical function, such as the use of the nouns 
contact

 and 
impact

 as verbs.













functionary

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SHəˌnerē/






noun




a person who has to perform official functions or duties; an official.













function key

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SHən ˌkē/






noun






[Computing]

 a button on a computer keyboard, distinct from the main alphanumeric keys, to which software can assign a particular function.














function word

 
/ˈfəNG(k)SHən ˌwərd/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a word whose purpose is more to signal grammatical relationship than the lexical meaning of a sentence, e.g., 
do

 in 
do you live here?















functor

 
/ˈfəNG(k)tər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 
[Mathematics]

 a function; an operator.




2.
 


[Logic]

 
[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 another term for function word
 .











– origin

 1930s: from function
 , on the pattern of words such as 
factor

 .






fund

 
/fənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money saved or made available for a particular purpose




•
 
he had set up a fund to coordinate economic investment.










2.
 
(
funds

 )
 — financial resources




•
 
the misuse of public funds.










3.
 
a large stock or supply of something




•
 
a vast 
fund of

 information.










4.
 
(
the funds

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the stock of the national debt (as a mode of investment).




5.
 
an organization set up for the administration and management of a monetary fund.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with money for a particular purpose




•
 
the World Bank refused to fund the project




•
 [
in combination

 ]
 
government-funded research.














III.
 
phrases





in funds








(Brit.)

 having money to spend.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fundus

 ‘bottom, piece of landed property.’ The earliest sense was ‘the bottom or lowest part,’ later ‘foundation or basis’; the association with money has perhaps arisen from the idea of landed property being a source of wealth.





funda

 
/ˈfəndə/






noun






(Indian)

 a basic or fundamental principle underlying something




•
 
her fundas in life are crystal clear.



















fundal

 
/ˈfənd(ə)l/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to the fundus of an organ, especially of the stomach, uterus, or eyeball.













fundament

 
/ˈfəndəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the foundation or basis of something.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 a person's buttocks.











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting the base of a building, or the founding of a building or institution): from Old French 
fondement

 , from Latin 
fundamentum

 , from 
fundare

 ‘to found.’





fundamental

 
/ˌfəndəˈmen(t)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming a necessary base or core; of central importance




•
 
the protection of fundamental human rights




•
 
interpretation of evidence is 
fundamental to

 the historian's craft.










2.
 
affecting or relating to the essential nature of something or the crucial point about an issue




•
 
the fundamental problem remains that of the housing shortage.










3.
 
so basic as to be hard to alter, resolve, or overcome




•
 
the theories are based on a fundamental error.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
fundamentals

 )


1.
 
a central or primary rule or principle on which something is based




•
 
two courses cover the fundamentals of microbiology.










2.
 
a fundamental note, tone, or frequency.








III.
 
derivatives





fundamentality

 
/ˌfəndəmənˈtalətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
fondamental

 , or late Latin 
fundamentalis

 , from Latin 
fundamentum

 , from 
fundare

 ‘to found.’





fundamental frequency






noun






[Physics]

 the lowest frequency produced by the oscillation of the whole of an object, as distinct from the harmonics of higher frequency.













fundamentalism

 
/ˌfəndəˈmen(t)lˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
a form of a religion, especially Islam or Protestant Christianity, that upholds belief in the strict, literal interpretation of scripture.




2.
 
strict adherence to the basic principles of any subject or discipline




•
 
free-market fundamentalism.











Modern Christian fundamentalism arose from American millenarian sects of the 19th century and has become associated with reaction against social and political liberalism, and with the rejection of the theory of evolution. Islamic fundamentalism appeared in the 18th and 19th centuries as a reaction to the disintegration of Islamic political and economic power, asserting that Islam is central to both state and society and advocating strict adherence to the Koran (
Qur'an

 ) and to Islamic law (
sharia

 ).









fundamentalist

 
/ˌfəndəˈmen(t)ələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who believes in the strict, literal interpretation of scripture in a religion




•
 
religious fundamentalists.










2.
 
a person who adheres strictly to the basic principles of any subject or discipline




•
 
a free-market fundamentalist.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or advocating the strict, literal interpretation of scripture




•
 
a fundamentalist Protestant preacher.










2.
 
relating to or advocating strict adherence to the basic principles of any subject or discipline




•
 
the fundamentalist ideologies of market and state.



















fundamentally

 
/ˌfəndəˈmen(t)əlē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in central or primary respects




•
 
two fundamentally different concepts of democracy.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to make an emphatic statement about the basic truth of something




•
 
fundamentally, this is a matter for doctors.



















fundamental note






noun






[Music]

 the lowest note of a chord in its original (uninverted) form.













fundamental particle






noun




another term for elementary particle
 .













fundamental tone






noun






[Music]

 the tone that represents the fundamental frequency of a vibrating object such as a string or bell.













fundamental unit






noun



1.
 
one of a set of unrelated units of measurement, which are arbitrarily defined and from which other units are derived. For example, in the SI system the fundamental units are the meter, kilogram, and second.




2.
 
a thing that is or is perceived as being the smallest part into which a complex whole can be analyzed




•
 
the house is the fundamental unit of Basque society.



















fun day






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a day of organized events providing a variety of amusements and activities




•
 
the club hosted its annual family fun day on Friday, August 15.




















funded debt






noun




debt in the form of securities with long-term or indefinite redemption.

Compare with floating debt
 .













funder

 
/ˈfəndər/






noun




a person or organization that provides money for a particular purpose




•
 
the largest charitable funder of cancer research




•
 
the money was coming from a private funder.



















fundi

 
/ˈfənˌdī ˈfənˌdē/






plural form of fundus
 .









fundie

 
/ˈfəndē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a fundamentalist, especially a Christian fundamentalist.











– origin

 1980s: from German, abbreviation of 
Fundamentalist

 ‘fundamentalist.’





funding

 
/ˈfəndiNG/






noun



1.
 
money provided, especially by an organization or government, for a particular purpose.




2.
 
the action or practice of providing money for a particular purpose.













fund manager

 
/fənd ˈmanijər ˈmanəjər/






noun




an employee or department of a large institution (such as a bank, pension fund, or insurance company) that manages the investment of money on its own behalf or on that of an outside client.













fundraise

 
/ˈfəndrāz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seek financial support for a charity, cause, or other enterprise




•
 
we support a lot of charities that fundraise for cancer care and research.



















fundraiser

 
/ˈfəndˌrāzər/






noun



1.
 
a person whose job or task is to seek financial support for a charity, institution, or other enterprise.




2.
 
an event held to generate financial support for a charity or other enterprise.













fundraising

 
/ˈfəndˌrāziNG/





I.
 
noun




the seeking of financial support for a charity, cause, or other enterprise




•
 
a new development director in charge of fundraising.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
seeking to generate financial support for a charity, cause, or other enterprise




•
 
a fundraising campaign




•
 
a charity fundraising event.




















fundus

 
/ˈfəndəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the part of a hollow organ (such as the uterus or the gallbladder) that is farthest from the opening.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the upper part of the stomach, which forms a bulge higher than the opening of the esophagus (farthest from the pylorus).




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 the part of the eyeball opposite the pupil.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bottom.’





Fundy, Bay of

 
/ˈfəndē/






an arm of the Atlantic Ocean between the Canadian provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Its fast-running tides, which are used to generate electricity, are the highest in the world and reach 50–80 feet (12–15 m).









funeral

 
/ˈfyo͞on(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ceremonies honoring a dead person, typically involving burial or cremation.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹rare›

 a sermon delivered at a funeral.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a procession of mourners at a burial.








II.
 
phrases





it's (or that's) someone's funeral








‹informal›

 used to warn someone that an unwise act or decision is their responsibility




•
 
“I won't discuss it.” “Don't then—
it's your funeral

 .”





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
funeraille

 , from medieval Latin 
funeralia

 , neuter plural of late Latin 
funeralis

 , from Latin 
funus

 , 
funer-

 ‘funeral, death, corpse.’





funeral director






noun




an undertaker.













funeral home

 
/ˈfyo͞on(ə)rəl ˌhōm /

 
funeral parlor






noun




an establishment where the dead are prepared for burial or cremation.













funeral pyre

 
/ˈfyo͞on(ə)rəl ˈpī(ə)r/






noun




a pile of wood on which a corpse is burned as part of a funeral ceremony in some traditions.













funerary

 
/ˈfyo͞onəˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a funeral or the commemoration of the dead




•
 
funerary ceremonies.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
funerarius

 , from 
funus

 , 
funer-

 ‘funeral.’





funereal

 
/fyəˈnērēəl/





I.
 
adjective




having the mournful, somber character appropriate to a funeral




•
 
Lincoln's funereal gloominess was legendary.














II.
 
derivatives





funereally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
funereus

 (from 
funus

 , 
funer-

 ‘funeral’) + -al
 .





funfair

 
/ˈfənfer/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a fair consisting of rides, sideshows, and other amusements.













fungal

 
/ˈfəNGɡəl/






adjective




of or caused by a fungus or fungi




•
 
fungal diseases such as mildew.



















fungi

 
/ˈfənˌɡē ˈfənˌjē ˈfənˌɡī ˈfənˌjī/






plural form of fungus
 .









fungible

 
/ˈfənjəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 (of goods contracted for without an individual specimen being specified) able to replace or be replaced by another identical item; mutually interchangeable




•
 
money is fungible—money that is raised for one purpose can easily be used for another.














II.
 
derivatives





fungibility

 
/ˌfənjəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
fungibilis

 , from 
fungi

 ‘perform, enjoy,’ with the same sense as 
fungi vice

 ‘serve in place of.’





fungicide

 
/ˈfənjəˌsīd ˈfəNGɡəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a chemical that destroys fungus.








II.
 
derivatives





fungicidal

 
/ˈfənjəˌsīdl ˈfəNGɡəˌsīdl /






adjective





















fungiform

 
/ˈfənjəfôrm ˈfəNGɡəˌfôrm/






adjective




having the shape of or resembling a fungus or mushroom.













fungistatic

 
/ˌfənjəˈstatik, ˌfəNGɡə-/





I.
 
adjective




inhibiting the growth of fungi.








II.
 
derivatives





fungistatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















fungivorous

 
/ˌfənˈjivərəs, -ˈɡiv-/






adjective




feeding on fungi or mushrooms.













fungo

 
/ˈfəNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a fly ball hit for fielding practice.




2.
 
(also 
fungo bat

 or 
stick

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 a long lightweight bat for hitting practice balls to fielders.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





fungoid

 
/ˈfəNGˌɡoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or caused by a fungus or fungi




•
 
she suffered from a fungoid disease of her feet.










2.
 
resembling a fungus in shape, texture, or speed of growth




•
 
his skin looked moist and fungoid.














II.
 
noun




a fungoid plant.













fungous

 
/ˈfəNGɡəs/





I.
 
adjective




resembling, caused by, or having the nature of a fungus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
fungosus

 , from 
fungus

 (see fungus
 ).






fungus

 
/ˈfəNGɡəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a group of unicellular, multicellular, or syncytial spore-producing organisms feeding on organic matter, including molds, yeast, mushrooms, and toadstools.




2.
 
fungal infection (especially on fish).




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used to describe something that has appeared or grown rapidly and is considered unpleasant or unattractive




•
 
there was a fungus of outbuildings behind the house.











Fungi lack chlorophyll and are therefore incapable of photosynthesis. Many play an ecologically vital role in breaking down dead organic matter; some are an important source of antibiotics or are used in fermentation, and others cause disease. The familiar mushrooms and toadstools are merely the fruiting bodies of organisms that exist mainly as a threadlike mycelium in the soil. Some fungi form associations with other plants, growing with algae to form lichens, or in the roots of higher plants to form mycorrhizas. Fungi are now often classified as a separate kingdom distinct from the green plants.







– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, perhaps related to Greek 
spongos

 , 
sphongos

 (see sponge
 ).





fungus beetle






noun




a small beetle that feeds chiefly on fungi and is typically black with red or yellow markings.

[Families 
Mycetophagidae

 , 
Erotylidae

 , and others: several genera.]













fungus garden






noun






[Entomology]

 a growth of fungus cultivated by certain ants or termites as a source of food.













fungus gnat






noun




a slender and delicate fly whose larvae feed chiefly on fungi.

[Family 
Mycetophilidae

 : numerous species.]













funhouse

 
/ˈfənˌhous/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (in an amusement park) a building equipped with trick mirrors, shifting floors, and other devices designed to scare or amuse people as they walk through.














funicle

 
/ˈfyo͞onək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a filamentous stalk attaching a seed or ovule to the placenta.

Also called funiculus
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Entomology]

 a filamentous section of an insect's antenna, supporting the club.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: anglicized form of Latin 
funiculus

 (see funiculus
 ).





funicular

 
/fyo͞oˈnikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a railroad, especially one on a mountainside) operating by cable with ascending and descending cars counterbalanced.




2.
 
of or relating to a rope or its tension.








II.
 
noun




a cable railroad, especially one on a mountainside, in which ascending and descending cars are counterbalanced.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘of or like a cord or thread’): from Latin 
funiculus

 (diminutive of 
funis

 ‘rope’) + -ar
 1
 .






funiculus

 
/fyo͞oˈnikyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a bundle of nerve fibers enclosed in a sheath of connective tissue, or forming one of the main tracts of white matter in the spinal cord.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 another term for funicle
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
funis

 ‘rope.’






funk1


 
/fəNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
blue funk

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a state of depression




•
 
I sat absorbed in my own blue funk.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a state of great fear or panic




•
 
are you in a blue funk about running out of things to say?










3.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a coward.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 avoid (a task or thing) out of fear




•
 
I could have seen him this morning but I 
funked it

 .

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (first recorded as slang at Oxford University in Oxford, England): perhaps from funk
 2
 in the slang sense ‘tobacco smoke,’ or from obsolete Flemish 
fonck

 ‘disturbance, agitation.’






funk2


 
/fəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of popular dance music of US black origin, based on elements of blues and soul and having a strong rhythm that typically accentuates the first beat in the bar.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a strong musty smell of sweat or tobacco.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
funk something up

 )


1.
 
give music elements of the style of funk.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘musty smell’): perhaps from French dialect 
funkier

 ‘blow smoke on,’ based on Latin 
fumus

 ‘smoke.’





Funk, Casimir

 
/fo͝oNGk, fəNGk/






(1884–1967), US biochemist; born in Poland. He showed that a number of diseases, including scurvy, rickets, beriberi, and pellagra, were each caused by the deficiency of a particular dietary component. He coined the term 
vitamins

 for the chemicals concerned.









funkadelic

 
/ˌfəNGkəˈdelik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a type of dance music that combines funk with elements (such as the use of highly amplified guitars and a heavy drumbeat) derived from rock.








II.
 
derivatives





funkadelia

 
/-ˈdēlēə /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from the name of a pop group, formed 
c.

 1970, from funk
 2
 + a shortened form of psychedelic
 .





funkster

 
/ˈfəNGkstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a performer or fan of funky music.













funky1


 
/ˈfəNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of music) having or using a strong dance rhythm, in particular that of funk




•
 
some excellent funky beats.










2.
 


‹informal›

 modern and stylish in an unconventional or striking way




•
 
she likes wearing funky clothes.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 strongly musty




•
 
cooked greens make the kitchen smell really funky.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
funkily

 
/ˈfəNGkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
funkiness






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘smelling strong or bad’): from funk
 2
 .





funky2


 
/ˈfəNGkē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 frightened, panicky, or cowardly.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from funk
 1
 .





fun-loving

 
/ˈfənˌləviNG/






adjective




(of a person) light-hearted and lively




•
 
he was known as a fun-loving, easy-going family man.



















funnel

 
/ˈfənl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tube or pipe that is wide at the top and narrow at the bottom, used for guiding liquid or powder into a small opening.




2.
 
a thing resembling a funnel in shape or function




•
 
a funnel of light fell from a circular ceiling.










3.
 
a metal chimney on a ship or steam engine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial of direction

 ]


1.
 
guide or channel (something) through or as if through a funnel




•
 
some $12.8 billion was 
funneled through

 the Marshall Plan.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move or be guided through or as if through a funnel




•
 
the wind 
funneled down

 through the valley.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — assume the shape of a funnel by widening or narrowing at the end




•
 
the crevice 
funneled out

 .














III.
 
derivatives





funnellike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently via Old French from Provençal 
fonilh

 , from late Latin 
fundibulum

 , from Latin 
infundibulum

 , from 
infundere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





funnel cake






noun






(US)

 a cake made of batter that is poured through a funnel into hot fat or oil, deep-fried until crisp, and served sprinkled with sugar, of Pennsylvania Dutch origin.













funnel cloud






noun




a rotating funnel-shaped cloud forming the core of a tornado or waterspout.













funnel neck






noun




a neck for a knit garment similar to a turtleneck but shorter and without a fold.

Compare with mock turtleneck
 .













funnel-shaped






adjective




wide at the top and narrow at the bottom, like a funnel




•
 
funnel-shaped yellow flowers.



















funnel-web spider






noun




any of a number of spiders that build a funnel-shaped web, in particular

[● a large and dangerously venomous Australian spider (genera 
Atrax

 and 
Hadronyche

 , family 
Dipluridae

 , suborder 
Mygalomorphae

 ). ● a spider of the family 
Agelenidae

 .]













funnily

 
/ˈfənəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a strange or amusing way




•
 
you do talk funnily.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ] (
funnily enough

 )
 — used to admit that a situation or fact is surprising or curious




•
 
funnily enough, I was starting to like the idea.



















funny

 
/ˈfənē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing laughter or amusement; humorous




•
 
a funny story




•
 
the play is hilariously funny.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — expressing a speaker's objection to another's laughter or mockery




•
 
She started to laugh. “
What's so funny?

 ” he asked.










3.
 
[
predic.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to emphasize that something is unpleasant or wrong and should be regarded seriously or avoided




•
 
stealing other people's work isn't funny.










4.
 
difficult to explain or understand; strange




•
 
I had a funny feeling you'd be around




•
 
a 
funny thing

 , democracy.










5.
 
unusual or odd; curious




•
 
Bev has a funny little stammer.










6.
 
unusual in such a way as to arouse suspicion




•
 
there was something funny going on.










7.
 
used to draw attention to or express surprise at a curious or interesting fact or occurrence




•
 


that's funny!

 —that vase of flowers has been moved.










8.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or part of the body) not in wholly good health or order; slightly ill




•
 
suddenly my stomach felt funny.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
funnies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 the comic strips in newspapers




•
 
I read the sports page, funnies, and editorial.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
see the funny side (of something)






appreciate the humorous aspect of a situation or experience.









2.
 
(oh) very funny!








‹informal›

 used ironically to indicate that a speaker does not share another's joke or amusement.












IV.
 
derivatives





funniness

 
/ˈfənēnəs /






noun






















funny bone

 
/ˈfəni ˌbōn/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the part of the elbow over which the ulnar nerve passes. A knock on the funny bone may cause numbness and pain along the forearm and hand.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's sense of humor, as located in an imaginary physical organ




•
 
photographs to jostle the mind and the funny bone.



















funny business

 
/ˈfənē ˌbiznis/






noun




deceptive, disobedient, or lecherous behavior




•
 
they sent a big strong farmer's lad to make sure there was no funny business.



















funny farm

 
/ˈfənē färm/






noun






‹informal›

 a psychiatric hospital




•
 
he should be taken off to 
the funny farm

 .



















funny-looking






adjective




strange or unusual in appearance




•
 
that funny-looking seabird, the puffin.



















funny man

 
/ˈfənē ˌman/






noun




a professional comedian or clown.













funny money

 
/ˈfənē ˈmənē/






noun






‹informal›

 currency that is forged or otherwise worthless.













funny papers






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a section of a newspaper containing comics and humorous matter.













fun run

 
/ˈfən ˌrən/






noun






‹informal›

 a noncompetitive run, especially for sponsored runners in support of a charity.













fun-size

 
fun-sized






adjective




(of a product) smaller than the regular or usual size




•
 
fun-size chocolate bars.



















funster

 
/ˈfənstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who makes fun; a joker.














fur

 
/fər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the short, fine, soft hair of certain animals




•
 
a long, lean, muscular cat with sleek fur.










2.
 
the skin of an animal with fur on it.




3.
 
skins with fur on them, or fabrics resembling these, used as material for making, trimming, or lining clothes




•
 
jackets made out of yak fur




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a fur coat.










4.
 
a garment made of, trimmed, or lined with fur




•
 
she pulled the fur around her.










5.
 


[Heraldry]

 any of several heraldic tinctures representing animal skins in stylized form (e.g., ermine, vair).




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a coating formed by hard water on the inside surface of a pipe, kettle, or other container.




7.
 
a coating formed on the tongue as a symptom of sickness.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[as 
adj.

 , often 
in combination

 ] (
furred

 )
 — covered with or made from a particular type of fur




•
 
silky-furred lemurs.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 coat or clog with a deposit




•
 
the stuff that 
furs up

 coronary arteries.










3.
 
fix strips of wood to (floor joists, wall studs, etc.) in order to level them or increase their depth.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fur and feather






game mammals and birds.









2.
 
make the fur fly








‹informal›

 cause serious, perhaps violent, trouble.












IV.
 
derivatives





furless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
forrer

 ‘to line, sheathe,’ from 
forre

 ‘sheath,’ of Germanic origin.





fur.






abbreviation




furlong(s).














furan

 
/ˈfyo͝orˌan, fyo͝oˈran/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless volatile liquid with a planar unsaturated five-membered ring in its molecule.

[Chem. formula: C4
 H4
 O.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any substituted derivative of this.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from synonymous 
furfuran

 .





fur baby






noun






‹informal›

 a person's dog, cat, or other furry pet animal




•
 
my fur baby gets carsick, so we don't take her far unless we have medication from her vet.



















furball

 
/ˈfərbôl/






noun



1.
 
another term for hairball
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a furry pet animal.













furbearer

 
/ˈfərˌberər/






noun




an animal whose fur is valued commercially.













furbelow

 
/ˈfərbəˌlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gathered strip or pleated border of a skirt or petticoat.




2.
 
(
furbelows

 )
 — showy ornaments or trimmings




•
 


frills and furbelows

 just made her look stupid.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
furbelowed

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 adorn with trimmings.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
falbala

 ‘trimming, flounce,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





furbish

 
/ˈfərbiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
furbished

 )


1.
 
give a fresh look to (something old or shabby); renovate




•
 
the newly furbished church.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 brighten up (a weapon) by polishing it.








II.
 
derivatives





furbisher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
forbiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
forbir

 , of Germanic origin.





furca

 
/ˈfərkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a forked appendage or projection in an arthropod, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 an ingrowth of the thorax of many insects.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the furcula of a springtail.








II.
 
derivatives





furcal

 
/ˈfərkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘fork.’





furcate

 

‹technical›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈfərkāt fərˈkāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into two or more branches; fork




•
 
lines of descent furcating from a common source.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈfərkət /



1.
 
divided into two or more branches; forked.








III.
 
derivatives





furcation

 
/fərˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin 
furcatus

 ‘cloven,’ from Latin 
furca

 ‘fork.’





furcula

 
/ˈfərkyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a forked organ or structure, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the wishbone of a bird.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the forked appendage at the end of the abdomen in a springtail, by which the insect jumps.








II.
 
derivatives





furcular






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
furca

 ‘fork.’





furfuraceous

 
/ˌfərf(y)əˈrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Medicine]

 covered with or characterized by branlike scales.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
furfuraceus

 (from Latin 
furfur

 ‘bran’) + -ous
 .






furfural

 
/ˈfərf(y)əˌral/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid used in synthetic resin manufacture, originally obtained by distilling bran.

[An aldehyde derived from furan; chem. formula: C4
 H3
 OCHO.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from obsolete 
furfurol

 (in the same sense) + -al
 .





furfuraldehyde

 
/ˌfərf(y)əˈraldəˌhīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for furfural
 .













furioso

 
/ˌfyo͝orēˈōsō, -zō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) furiously and wildly.











– origin

 Italian.





furious

 
/ˈfyo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely angry




•
 
she was 
furious at

 this attempt to manipulate her.










2.
 
full of anger or energy; violent or intense




•
 
he drove at a furious speed.














II.
 
derivatives





furiousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
furieus

 , from Latin 
furiosus

 , from 
furia

 ‘fury.’





furiously

 
/ˈfyo͞orēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in an extremely angry manner




•
 
he furiously denies the claims




•
 
I was furiously opposed to the cuts.










2.
 
in an extremely energetic or hurried manner; intensely




•
 
Terry was furiously scribbling away




•
 
Charlie pedaled furiously for six miles.



















fur kid

 
fur child






noun






‹informal›

 a person's dog, cat, or other furry pet animal




•
 
we were looking for a place to board our two fur kids for a long weekend




•
 
have you noticed how relaxing it can feel to just sit and pet your fur child?



















furl

 
/fərl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
roll or fold up and secure neatly (a flag, sail, umbrella, or other piece of fabric)




•
 
he shouted to the crew to furl sails




•
 (as 
adj.

 
furled

 )
 
a furled umbrella.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 become rolled up; curl


(as 
adj.

 
furled

 )


•
 
the plant sends up cones of furled leaves.














II.
 
derivatives





furlable






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
ferler

 , from Old French 
fer

 , 
ferm

 ‘firm’ + 
lier

 ‘bind’ (from Latin 
ligare

 ).





furlong

 
/ˈfərˌlôNG/





I.
 
noun




an eighth of a mile, 220 yards.











– origin

 Old English 
furlang

 , from 
furh

 ‘furrow’ + 
lang

 ‘long’ The word originally denoted the length of a furrow in a common field (formally regarded as a square of ten acres). It was also used as the equivalent of the Roman 
stadium

 , one eighth of a Roman mile, whence the current sense. Compare with stadium
 .





furlough

 
/ˈfərlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
leave of absence, especially that granted to a member of the armed services




•
 
a civil servant home on furlough




•
 
a six-week furlough in Australia.










2.
 


(US)

 a temporary release of a convict from prison




•
 
a system that allowed murderers to leave prison for weekend furloughs.










3.
 


(US)

 a layoff, especially a temporary one, from a place of employment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 grant a leave of absence to.




2.
 


(US)

 lay off (workers), especially temporarily




•
 
President Reagan furloughed “nonessential” employees




•
 (as 
adj.

 
furloughed

 )
 
factories are apt to recall some furloughed workers.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
verlof

 , modeled on German 
Verlaub

 , of West Germanic origin and related to leave
 2
 .





furn.






abbreviation




furnished.













furnace

 
/ˈfərnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an enclosed structure in which material can be heated to very high temperatures, e.g., for smelting metals.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an appliance fired by gas, oil, or wood in which air or water is heated to be circulated throughout a building in a heating system.




3.
 
used to describe a very hot place




•
 
her car was a furnace.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fornais(e

 ), from Latin 
fornax

 , 
fornac-

 , from 
fornus

 ‘oven.’





Furneaux Islands

 
/ˌfərnō ˈīləndz/






a group of islands off the coast of northeastern Tasmania, in Australia, in the Bass Strait. The largest island is Flinders Island.









furnish

 
/ˈfərniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a house or room) with furniture and fittings




•
 
the proprietor has furnished the bedrooms in a variety of styles.










2.
 
(
furnish someone with

 )
 — supply someone with (something); give (something) to someone




•
 
she was able to furnish me with details of the incident.










3.
 
be a source of; provide




•
 
fish furnish an important source of protein.














II.
 
derivatives





furnisher

 
/ˈfərniSHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘provide or equip with what is necessary or desirable’): from Old French 
furniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
furnir

 , ultimately of West Germanic origin.





furnished

 
/ˈfərniSHt/






adjective




(of accommodations) available to be rented with furniture.













furnishing

 
/ˈfərniSHiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
furnishings

 )
 — furniture, fittings, and other decorative accessories, such as curtains and carpets, for a house or room.




2.
 
the action of decorating a house or room and providing it with furniture and fittings.








II.
 
adjective




denoting fabrics used for curtains, upholstery, or floor coverings




•
 
they create historic furnishing textiles for the finest museums.



















furniture

 
/ˈfərniCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
large movable equipment, such as tables and chairs, used to make a house, office, or other space suitable for living or working.




2.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — small accessories or fittings for a particular use or piece of equipment




•
 
computer hardware, software, and furniture.










3.
 
the mountings of a rifle.




4.
 


[Printing]

 pieces of wood or metal placed around or between metal type to make blank spaces and fasten the matter in the chase.








II.
 
phrases





part of the furniture








‹informal›

 a person or thing that has been somewhere so long as to seem a permanent, unquestioned, or invisible feature.















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting the action of furnishing): from French 
fourniture

 , from 
fournir

 , from Old French 
furnir

 ‘to furnish.’





furor

 
/ˈfyo͝oˌrôr /

 


‹also chiefly Brit.›

 furore





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an outbreak of public anger or excitement




•
 
the article raised a furor among mathematicians.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a wave of enthusiastic admiration; a craze.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
furore

 , from Latin 
furor

 , from 
furere

 ‘be mad, rage.’





furosemide

 
/fyo͝oˈrōsəˌmīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 frusemide





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with a strong diuretic action, used especially in the treatment of edema.

[Chem. formula: C12
 H11
 ClN2
 O5
 S.]











– origin

 1960s: from 
fur-

 (alteration of 
fur(yl)

 , denoting a radical derived from furan) + -o-
 + 
sem-

 (of unknown origin) + -ide
 .





furrier

 
/ˈfərēər/





I.
 
noun




a person who prepares or deals in furs.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
forreor

 , from 
forrer

 ‘to line, sheathe’ (see fur
 ). The change in the ending in the 16th cent. was due to association with -ier
 .





furriery

 
/ˈfərēərē/






noun




the art or trade of dressing and preparing furs.













furring strip

 
/ˈfəriNG ˌstrip/






noun




a length of wood tapering to nothing, used in roofing and other construction work.













furrow

 
/ˈfərō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long narrow trench made in the ground by a plow, especially for planting seeds or for irrigation.




2.
 
a rut, groove, or trail in the ground or another surface




•
 
truck wheels had dug furrows in the sand.










3.
 
a line or wrinkle on a person's face




•
 
there were deep furrows in his brow.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a rut, groove, or trail in (the ground or the surface of something)




•
 
gorges furrowing the deep-sea floor.










2.
 
(with reference to the forehead or face) mark or be marked with lines or wrinkles caused by frowning, anxiety, or concentration


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a look of concern furrowed his brow




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her brow furrowed




•
 (as 
adj.

 
furrowed

 )
 
he stroked his furrowed brow.










3.
 
(with reference to the eyebrows) tighten or be tightened and lowered in anxiety, concentration, or disapproval, so wrinkling the forehead


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his brows furrowed in concentration




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she furrowed her brows, thinking hard.










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
furrowed

 )
 — use a plow to make a long narrow trench in (land or earth)




•
 
furrowed fields.














III.
 
derivatives





furrowy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
furh

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
voor

 and German 
Furche

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
porca

 ‘ridge between furrows.’





furry

 
/ˈfərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with fur




•
 
furry creatures in fields.










2.
 
having a soft surface like fur




•
 
it has soft and furry apple-green leaves.














II.
 
derivatives





furriness

 
/ˈfərēnis /






noun





















fur seal






noun




a gregarious eared seal that frequents the coasts of the Pacific and southern oceans, the male of which is substantially larger than the female. The thick fur on the underside is used commercially as sealskin.

[Two genera in the family 
Otariidae

 : the 
northern fur seal

 (
Callorhinus ursinus

 ) and the 
southern fur seal

 (genus 
Arctocephalus

 ).]














further

 
/ˈfərT͟Hər/





I.
 
used as comparative of far
 .




II.
 
adverb



1.
 
(also 
farther

 )
 — at, to, or by a greater distance (used to indicate the extent to which one thing or person is or becomes distant from another)




•
 
for some time I had wanted to move farther from Lynne




•
 


‹figurative›

 the committee seems to have moved further away from its original aims.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — used to emphasize the difference between a supposed or suggested fact or state of mind and the truth




•
 
as for her being a liar, nothing could be further from the truth




•
 
nothing could be further from his mind than marrying.










3.
 
(also 
farther

 )
 — over a greater expanse of space or time; for a longer way




•
 
we had walked further than I realized




•
 


‹figurative›

 wages have been driven down even further.










4.
 
beyond the point already reached or the distance already covered




•
 
Emily decided to drive further up the coast




•
 
before going any further we need to define our terms.










5.
 
beyond or in addition to what has already been done




•
 
we are investigating ways to further increase customer satisfaction




•
 
this theme will be developed further in Chapter 6




•
 
I shall not trouble you any further.










6.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to introduce a new point relating to or reinforcing a previous statement




•
 
poison hemlock resembles wild carrot, but has a strong, pungent odor; further, young leaves of wild carrot are more finely divided.










7.
 
at or to a more advanced, successful, or desirable stage




•
 
at the end of three years they were no further on.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
(also 
farther

 )
 — more distant in space than something else of the same kind




•
 
two men were standing at the further end of the clearing.










2.
 
more remote from a central point




•
 
the museum is in the further reaches of the town.










3.
 
additional to what already exists or has already taken place, been done, or been accounted for




•
 
cook for a further ten minutes.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
help the progress or development of (something); promote




•
 
he had depended on using them to further his own career.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
not go any further






(of a secret) not be told to anyone else.









2.
 
until further notice






used to indicate that a situation will not change until another announcement is made




•
 
the museum is closed to the public until further notice.















3.
 
until further orders






used to indicate that a situation is only to change when another command is received




•
 
they were to be kept in prison until further orders.


















VI.
 
derivatives





furtherer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
furthor

 (adverb), 
furthra

 (adjective), 
fyrthrian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to forth
 . / 
usage:

 On the differences between 
further

 and 
farther

 , see farther
 .





furtherance

 
/ˈfərT͟H(ə)rəns/






noun




the advancement of a scheme or interest




•
 
acts 
in furtherance of

 an industrial dispute.



















furthermore

 
/ˈfərT͟Hərˌmôr/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
in addition; besides (used to introduce a fresh consideration in an argument)




•
 
this species has a quiet charm and, furthermore, is an easy garden plant.



















furthermost

 
/ˈfərT͟Hərˌmōst/






adjective




variant form of farthermost
 .













furthest

 
/ˈfərT͟Həst/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




variant form of farthest
 .











usage:

 On the differences between 
furthest

 and 
farthest

 , see farther
 .





furtive

 
/ˈfərdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
attempting to avoid notice or attention, typically because of guilt or a belief that discovery would lead to trouble; secretive




•
 
they spent a furtive day together




•
 
he stole a furtive glance at her.










2.
 
suggestive of guilty nervousness




•
 
the look in his eyes became furtive.














II.
 
derivatives





furtiveness

 
/ˈfərdivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
furtif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
furtivus

 , from 
furtum

 ‘theft.’





furtively

 
/ˈfərdivlē/






adverb




in a way that attempts to avoid notice or attention; secretively




•
 
I furtively glanced over at my father to see his reaction




•
 
customers slipped furtively in.




















furuncle

 
/ˈfyo͝orˌəNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




technical term for boil
 2
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
furuncular

 
/fyo͞oˈrəNGkyələr /






adjective













2.
 
furunculous

 
/fyo͝oˈrəNGkyələs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
furunculus

 , literally ‘petty thief,’ also ‘knob on a vine’ (regarded as stealing the sap), from 
fur

 ‘thief.’





furunculosis

 
/fyo͝oˌrəNGkyəˈlōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the simultaneous or repeated occurrence of boils on the skin.




2.
 
a bacterial disease of salmon and trout.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from furuncle
 + -osis
 .





fury

 
/ˈfyo͝orē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
wild or violent anger




•
 
tears of fury and frustration




•
 
Rachel shouted, beside herself with fury.










2.
 
(
a fury

 )
 — a surge of violent anger or other feeling




•
 
in a fury, he lashed the horse on.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — violence or energy displayed in natural phenomena or in someone's actions




•
 
the fury of a gathering storm




•
 
she was paddling with a new fury.










4.
 
(
Fury

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 a spirit of punishment, often represented as one of three goddesses who executed the curses pronounced upon criminals, tortured the guilty with stings of conscience, and inflicted famines and pestilences. The Furies were identified at an early date with the Eumenides.




5.
 


‹dated›

 used to convey a woman's anger or aggression by comparing her to a Fury from Greek mythology




•
 
she turned on him like a vengeful fury.














II.
 
phrases





like fury








‹informal›

 with great energy or effort




•
 
she fought like fury in his arms.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
furie

 , from Latin 
furia

 , from 
furiosus

 ‘furious,’ from 
furere

 ‘be mad, rage.’





furze

 
/fərz/





I.
 
noun




another term for gorse
 .








II.
 
derivatives





furzy

 
/ˈfərzē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
fyrs

 , of unknown origin.





fusain

 
/ˈfyo͞ozān/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a crumbly, porous type of coal resembling wood charcoal, used in drawing.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘spindle tree,’ also ‘fine charcoal’ (made from the spindle tree).





fusarium

 
/fyo͝oˈzerēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mold of a large genus, many of which cause plant diseases, especially wilting.

[Genus 
Fusarium

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina.

 ]




2.
 
infestation with fusarium or related molds.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
fusus

 ‘spindle.’





fuscous

 
/ˈfəskəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 dark and somber in color.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
fuscus

 ‘dusky’ + -ous
 .





fuse1


 
/fyo͞oz/





I.
 
noun




a safety device consisting of a strip of wire that melts and breaks an electric circuit if the current exceeds a safe level.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — join or blend to form a single entity




•
 
intermarriage had fused the families into a large unit.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of groups of atoms or cellular structures) join or coalesce




•
 
the two nuclei move together and 
fuse into

 one nucleus.










3.
 
melt (a material or object) with intense heat, especially so as to join it with something else




•
 
powdered glass was 
fused to

 a metal base.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (a circuit or electrical appliance) with a fuse


(as 
adj.

 
fused

 )


•
 
a fused plug.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 (of an electrical appliance) stop working when a fuse melts




•
 
the crew were left in darkness after the lights fused.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an electrical appliance) to stop working when a fuse melts.








III.
 
phrases





blow a fuse





a.
 
use too much power in an electrical circuit, causing a fuse to melt.




b.
 


‹informal›

 lose one's temper




•
 
it was only a suggestion—there's no need to blow a fuse.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
fus-

 ‘poured, melted,’ from the verb 
fundere

 .






fuse2


 
/fyo͞oz /

 
fuze





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of material along which a small flame moves to explode a bomb or firework, meanwhile allowing time for those who light it to move to a safe distance.




2.
 
a device in a bomb, shell, or mine that makes it explode on impact, after an interval, at set distance from the target, or when subjected to magnetic or vibratory stimulation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit a fuse to (a bomb, shell, or mine)




•
 
the bomb was fused to go off during a charity performance.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
light the (or a) fuse






set something tense or exciting in motion




•
 
the event lit the fuse for the revolution.















2.
 
a short fuse





a.
 
a tendency to lose one's temper quickly




•
 
watch your tongue—he's got a very short fuse.










b.
 
(
on a short fuse

 )
 — likely to lose one's temper or explode.












IV.
 
derivatives





fuseless






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
fuso

 , from Latin 
fusus

 ‘spindle.’





fuse box

 
/ˈfyo͞oz ˌbäks/






noun




a box housing the fuses for circuits in a building.













fused silica






noun




an extremely transparent glass made from fusing silica, commonly used in optical lenses.













fusee

 
/fyo͞oˈzē /

 
fuzee





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a conical pulley or wheel, especially in a watch or clock.




2.
 
a large-headed match capable of staying lit in strong wind.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a railroad signal flare.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a spindle-shaped figure): from French 
fusée

 ‘spindleful,’ based on Latin 
fusus

 ‘spindle.’





fuselage

 
/ˈfyo͞osəˌläZH ˈfyo͞ozəˌläZH/





I.
 
noun




the main body of an aircraft.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
fuseler

 ‘shape into a spindle,’ from 
fuseau

 ‘spindle.’






fusel oil

 
/ˈfyo͞ozəl ˌoil/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of several alcohols (chiefly amyl alcohol) produced as a byproduct of alcoholic fermentation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Fusel

 ‘bad liquor,’ probably related to 
fuseln

 ‘to bungle.’





Fushun

 
/ˈfo͞oˈSHo͝on/






a coal-mining city in northeastern China, in the province of Liaoning; pop. 1,264,700 (est. 2006).









fusible

 
/ˈfyo͞ozəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




able to be fused or melted easily.








II.
 
derivatives





fusibility

 
/ˌfyo͞ozəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
fusibilis

 , from 
fundere

 ‘pour, melt.’





fusiform

 
/ˈfyo͞ozəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 tapering at both ends; spindle-shaped.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
fusus

 ‘spindle’ + -iform.






fusil1


 
/ˈfyo͞ozəl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light flintlock musket.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a flint in a tinderbox): from French, ultimately from Latin 
focus

 ‘hearth, fire.’





fusil2


 
/ˈfyo͞ozəl/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 an elongated lozenge.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
fusel

 , from a diminutive of Latin 
fusus

 ‘spindle.’





fusilier

 
/ˌfyo͞ozəˈlir /

 
fusileer





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
Fusiliers

 )


1.
 
a member of any of several British regiments formerly armed with fusils




•
 
the Royal Scots Fusiliers.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a soldier armed with a fusil.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
fusil

 (see fusil
 1
 ).





fusillade

 
/ˈfyo͞osəˌläd ˈfyo͞osəˌlād/





I.
 
noun




a series of shots fired or missiles thrown all at the same time or in quick succession




•
 
marchers had to dodge a fusillade of missiles




•
 


‹figurative›

 a fusillade of accusations.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 attack (a place) or shoot down (someone) by a series of shots fired at the same time or in quick succession.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
fusiller

 ‘to shoot,’ from 
fusil

 (see fusil
 1
 ) + -ade
 1
 .





fusilli

 
/fyo͞oˈsilē, -ˈsēlē/





I.
 
noun




pasta pieces in the form of short spirals.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘little spindles,’ diminutive of 
fuso

 .





fusimotor

 
/ˈfyo͞ozəˌmōdər/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the motor neurons with slender fibers that innervate muscle spindles.













fusion

 
/ˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or result of joining two or more things together to form a single entity




•
 
a fusion of an idea from anthropology and an idea from psychology




•
 
malformation or fusion of the three bones in the middle ear.










2.
 


[Physics]

 short for nuclear fusion
 .




3.
 
the process of causing a material or object to melt with intense heat, especially so as to join with another




•
 
the fusion of resin and glass fiber in the molding process.










4.
 
music that is a mixture of different styles, especially jazz and rock.








II.
 
adjective




referring to food or cooking that incorporates elements of diverse cuisines




•
 
their fusion fare includes a sushi-like roll of gingery rice and eel wrapped in marinated Greek grape leaves.














III.
 
derivatives





fusional

 
/-ZHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
fusio(n-)

 , from 
fundere

 ‘pour, melt.’





fusion bomb






noun




a bomb deriving its energy from nuclear fusion, especially a hydrogen bomb.













fusionist

 
/ˈfyo͞oZHənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who strives for coalition between political parties or factions.




2.
 
a player or fan of music that is mixture of two modern styles.








II.
 
derivatives





fusionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















fuss

 
/fəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a display of unnecessary or excessive excitement, activity, or interest




•
 
I don't know what all the fuss is about.










2.
 
a protest or dispute of a specified degree or kind




•
 
he didn't put up too much of a fuss.










3.
 
elaborate or complex procedures; trouble or difficulty




•
 
they settled in with very little fuss.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show unnecessary or excessive concern about something




•
 
she's always fussing about her food.










2.
 
move around or busy oneself restlessly




•
 
beside him Kelly was fussing with sheets of paper.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 disturb or bother (someone)




•
 
when she cries in her sleep, try not to fuss her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a fuss






become angry and complain.









2.
 of) ">
make a fuss over ( of)






treat (a person or animal) with excessive attention or affection.












IV.
 
derivatives





fusser

 
/ˈfəsər /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps Anglo-Irish.





fussbudget

 
/ˈfəsˌbəjət/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fussy person.













fussed

 
/fəst/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) feeling concern, distress, or annoyance; having strong feelings about something




•
 
it'd be great to be there but 
I'm not

 that 
fussed

 .



















fusspot

 
/ˈfəsˌpät/






noun






‹informal›

 a fussy person.













fussy

 
/ˈfəsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) fastidious about one's needs or requirements; hard to please




•
 
he is very fussy about what he eats.










2.
 
showing excessive or anxious concern about detail




•
 
Eleanor patted her hair with quick, fussy movements.










3.
 
full of unnecessary detail or decoration




•
 
I hate fussy clothes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fussily

 
/ˈfəsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fussiness

 
/ˈfəsēnis /






noun





















fustanella

 
/ˌfəstəˈnelə/





I.
 
noun




a stiff white kilt, worn by men in Albania and Greece.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from modern Greek 
phoustani

 , 
phoustanela

 , probably from Italian 
fustagno

 , from medieval Latin 
fustaneum

 (see fustian
 ).






fustian

 
/ˈfəsCHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
thick, durable twilled cloth with a short nap, usually dyed in dark colors.




2.
 
pompous or pretentious speech or writing




•
 
a smoke screen of fustian and fantasy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fustaigne

 , from medieval Latin 
fustaneum

 , from 
(pannus) fustaneus

 ‘cloth from 
Fostat

 ,’ a suburb of Cairo; 
sense

 2 perhaps from the fact that fustian was sometimes used to cover pillows and cushions, implying that the language was “padded”; compare with bombast
 .





fustic

 
/ˈfəstik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a yellow dye obtained from either of two kinds of timber, especially that of old fustic.




2.
 
(also 
old fustic

 )
 — a tropical American tree with heartwood that yields dyes and other products.

See also young fustic
 . [
Madura tinctoria

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Spanish 
fustoc

 , from Arabic 
fustuḳ

 , from Greek 
pistakē

 ‘pistachio tree.’





fusty

 
/ˈfəstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
smelling stale, damp, or stuffy




•
 
the fusty odor of decay.










2.
 
old-fashioned in attitude or style




•
 
grammar in the classroom became a fusty notion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fustily

 
/ˈfəstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fustiness

 
/ˈfəstēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
fuste

 ‘smelling of the cask,’ from 
fust

 ‘cask, tree trunk,’ from Latin 
fustis

 ‘cudgel.’





fut.






abbreviation




future.













futhark

 
/ˈfo͞oTHärk /

 
futhorc
 , futhork





I.
 
noun




the runic alphabet.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from letters corresponding to the first six letters of the ancient runic alphabet: 
f

 , 
u

 , 
th

 , 
a

 (or 
o

 ), 
r

 , 
k

 .





futile

 
/ˈfyo͞odl ˈfyo͞odīl/





I.
 
adjective




incapable of producing any useful result; pointless




•
 
a futile attempt to keep fans from mounting the stage.














II.
 
derivatives





futilely

 
/ˈfyo͞odl(l)ē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
futilis

 ‘leaky, futile,’ apparently from 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





futilitarian

 
/fyo͞oˌtiləˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




devoted to futile pursuits.








II.
 
noun




a person devoted to futile pursuits.













futility

 
/ˌfyo͞oˈtilədē/






noun




pointlessness or uselessness




•
 
the horror and futility of war.



















futon

 
/ˈf(y)o͞otän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Japanese quilted mattress rolled out on the floor for use as a bed.




2.
 
a type of low wooden sofa that can be unfolded for use as a bed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese.





futsal

 
/ˈfo͝otsäl/





I.
 
noun




a modified form of soccer played with five players per side on a smaller, typically indoor, field.











– origin

 1980s: partly from Brazilian Portuguese, shortened from 
futebol du salão

 , and partly from Spanish, shortened from 
fútbol sala

 or 
fútbol de salón

 .





futtock

 
/ˈfədək/





I.
 
noun




each of the curved timber pieces forming the lower part of a ship's frame.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Middle Low German, or from foot
 + hook
 .






future

 
/ˈfyo͞oCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the future

 )
 — the time or a period of time following the moment of speaking or writing; time regarded as still to come




•
 
we plan on getting married in the near future




•
 
work on the building will be halted for the foreseeable future.










2.
 
events that will or are likely to happen in the time to come




•
 
nobody can predict the future.










3.
 
used to refer to what will happen to someone or something in the time to come




•
 
a blueprint for the future of American fast food.










4.
 
a prospect of success or happiness




•
 
he'd decided that there was no future in the gang




•
 
I began to believe I might have a future as an artist.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 a tense of verbs expressing events that have not yet happened.




6.
 
(
futures

 )
 — 

[Finance]

 short for futures contract
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
at a later time; going or likely to happen or exist




•
 
the needs of future generations.










2.
 
(of a person) planned or destined to hold a specified position




•
 
his future wife.










3.
 
existing after death




•
 
expectation of a future life.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a tense) expressing an event yet to happen.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for future reference






see reference
 .









2.
 
in future








(chiefly Brit.)

 from now on




•
 
she would be more careful in future.


















IV.
 
derivatives





futureless

 
/ˈfyo͞oCHərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
futurus

 , future participle of 
esse

 ‘be’ (from the stem 
fu-

 , ultimately from a base meaning ‘grow, become’).





future history






noun




(in science fiction) a narration of imagined future events.













future life






noun



1.
 
a future state or existence, especially seen as very different from the present.




2.
 
(in Hinduism and some other religions) a reincarnated existence.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in Christianity and some other religions) the afterlife.













future perfect

 
/ˈfyo͞oCHər pərˈfekt/






noun






[Grammar]

 a tense of verbs expressing expected completion in the future, in English exemplified by 
will have done

 .













future-proof

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
adjective




(of a product) unlikely to become obsolete.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a product or system) future-proof




•
 
this approach allows you to future-proof your applications.




















futures contract






noun






[Finance]

 an agreement traded on an organized exchange to buy or sell assets, especially commodities or shares, at a fixed price but to be delivered and paid for later.

Compare with forward contract
 .













future shock





I.
 
noun




a state of distress or disorientation due to rapid social or technological change.











– origin

 1970s: popularized by the 1970 book 
Future Shock

 by Alvin Toffler, Alvin
 (1928–).





future tense






noun






[Grammar]

 a tense expressing an action that has not yet happened or a state that does not yet exist




•
 
the dialect does not have a past or future tense




•
 
the report was 
in the future tense

 and was written to explain what was due to happen that evening.



















futurism

 
/ˈfyo͞oCHəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
concern with events and trends of the future or which anticipate the future.




2.
 
(
Futurism

 )
 — an artistic movement begun in Italy in 1909 that violently rejected traditional forms so as to celebrate and incorporate into art the energy and dynamism of modern technology. Launched by Filippo Marinetti, it had effectively ended by 1918 but was widely influential, particularly in Russia on figures such as Malevich and Mayakovsky.











– origin

 from future
 + -ism
 , translating Italian 
futurismo

 , French 
futurisme

 .





futurist

 
/ˈfyo͞oCHərəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Futurist

 )
 — an adherent of futurism.




2.
 
a person who studies the future and makes predictions about it based on current trends.




3.
 


[Theology]

 a person who believes that eschatological prophecies are still to be fulfilled.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(often 
Futurist

 )
 — of or relating to futurism or the Futurists.




2.
 
relating to a vision of the future, especially one involving the development of technology




•
 
the grim urban setting of the novel would have been a futurist nightmare.



















futuristic

 
/ˌfyo͞oCHəˈristik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or involving very modern technology or design




•
 
a swimming pool and futuristic dome.










2.
 
(of a film or book) set in the future, typically in a world of advanced or menacing technology.




3.
 
(
Futuristic

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 of or characteristic of Futurism.








II.
 
derivatives





futuristically






adverb





















futurity

 
/fyəˈCHo͝orədē fyəˈto͝orədē/






noun



1.
 
the future time




•
 
the tremendous shadows that futurity casts upon the present.










2.
 
a future event.




3.
 
renewed or continuing existence




•
 
the snowdrops were a promise of futurity.










4.
 


(US)

 short for futurity race
 .














futurity race

 
futurity stakes






noun






(US)

 a horse race for young horses for which entries are made long in advance, sometimes before the horses are born.













futurology

 
/ˌfyo͞oCHəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




systematic forecasting of the future, especially from present trends in society.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
futurological

 
/ˌfyo͞oCHərəˈläjēk(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
futurologist

 
/ˌfyo͞oCHəˈräləjəst /






noun





















futz

 
/fəts/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 waste time; idle or busy oneself aimlessly




•
 
mother 
futzed around

 in the kitchen.










2.
 
(
futz around with

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 deal with (something) in a trifling way; fiddle with




•
 
Mick was futzing around with his camera equipment.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps an alteration of Yiddish 
arumfartzen

 ‘fart around.’





Fuxin

 
/ˈfo͞oˈSHin /

 
Fou-hsin






an industrial city in northeastern China, in Liaoning province; pop. 691,800 (est. 2006).










Fuzhou

 
/ˌfo͞oˈjō /

 
Foochow






a port in southeastern China, capital of Fujian province; pop. 1,457,600 (est. 2006).









fuzz1


 
/fəz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fluffy or frizzy mass of hair or fiber




•
 
a fuzz of black hair




•
 
his face was covered with white fuzz.










2.
 
a blurred image or area




•
 
she saw Jess surrounded by a fuzz of sunlight.










3.
 
a buzzing or distorted sound, especially one deliberately produced as an effect on an electric guitar.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become blurred or indistinct


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
snow fuzzes the outlines of the signs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
tiny detail can be enlarged to poster size without 
fuzzing out

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of hair) become fluffy or frizzy




•
 
her hair 
fuzzed out

 uncontrollably in the heat.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with Dutch 
voos

 , Low German 
fussig

 ‘spongy.’





fuzz2


 
/fəz/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the fuzz

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the police.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





fuzzball

 
/ˈfəzbôl/






noun



1.
 
a ball of fuzz




•
 
a black and white puppy that looks like a laundered fuzzball.










2.
 
another term for puffball
 (
sense

 2).













fuzzbox

 
/ˈfəzˌbäks/






noun




a device that adds a distorted buzzing quality to the sound of an electric guitar or other instrument.














fuzzed

 
/fəzd/






adjective




(of popular music or electric instruments) having or producing a distorted buzzing tone




•
 
fuzzed guitars.




















fuzzy

 
/ˈfəzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a frizzy, fluffy, or frayed texture or appearance




•
 
a girl with fuzzy dark hair.










2.
 
difficult to perceive clearly or understand and explain precisely; indistinct or vague




•
 
the picture is very fuzzy




•
 
that fuzzy line between right and wrong.










3.
 
(of a person or the mind) unable to think clearly; confused




•
 
my mind felt fuzzy.










4.
 
another term for fuzzed
 .




5.
 


[Computing]

 
[Logic]

 of or relating to a form of set theory and logic in which predicates may have degrees of applicability, rather than simply being true or false. It has important uses in artificial intelligence and the design of control systems.








II.
 
phrases





warm fuzzy (or warm and fuzzy)








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 used to refer to a sentimentally emotional response or something designed to evoke such a response




•
 
babies require a lot of attention, not just momentary warm fuzzies.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
fuzzily

 
/ˈfəzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
fuzziness

 
/ˈfəzēnis /






noun





















fuzzyheaded

 
/ˌfəzēˈhedəd/






adjective



1.
 
muddled in thought or conception




•
 
fuzzyheaded liberals.










2.
 
slightly dizzy or giddy




•
 
a strange musky scent in the air made her feel fuzzyheaded and distracted.



















f.v.





I.
 
abbreviation




on the back of the page.











– origin

 from Latin 
folio verso

 .





FWB






abbreviation




four-wheel brake.













FWD






abbreviation



1.
 
four-wheel drive.




2.
 
front-wheel drive.













fwd.






abbreviation




forward.













F-word

 
/ˈefwərd/






noun






‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for the word “fuck” because of the latter's taboo status.













fwy






abbreviation




freeway.













FX1






I.
 
plural noun




sound or visual effects used in film, TV, or music




•
 
computer FX may allow him to redefine cinema.

















– origin

 1950s: from the pronunciation of the two letters forming the two syllables of 
effects

 .





FX2







plural noun




foreign exchange.













FY






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 fiscal year.














-fy





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(added to nouns) forming verbs denoting making or producing




•
 
speechify.










2.
 
denoting transformation or the process of making into




•
 
deify




•
 
petrify.










3.
 
forming verbs denoting the making of a state defined by an adjective




•
 
amplify




•
 
falsify.










4.
 
forming verbs expressing a causative sense




•
 
horrify.

















– origin

 from French 
-fier

 , from Latin 
-ficare

 , 
-facere

 , from 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





FYI






abbreviation




for your information.













fyke

 
/fīk /

 
fyke net





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a bag net for catching fish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Dutch 
fuik

 ‘fish trap.’





fylfot

 
/ˈfilfät/





I.
 
noun




a swastika.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps from 
fill-foot

 ‘pattern filling the foot of a painted window.’





fynbos

 
/ˈfānbäs/





I.
 
noun




a distinctive type of vegetation found only on the southern tip of Africa. It includes a wide range of plant species, particularly small heatherlike trees and shrubs.











– origin

 Afrikaans, literally ‘fine bush.’





FZS






abbreviation




Fellow of the Zoological Society.













g

 
/jē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 gas.




2.
 
gelding.




3.
 
gram(s).




4.
 


[Physics]

 denoting quantum states or wave functions that do not change sign on inversion through the origin.

[from German 
gerade

 ‘even.’]








II.
 
symbol






[Physics]

 the acceleration due to gravity, equal to 9.81 m/s2
 .













G1


 
/jē /

 
g






noun



1.
 
the seventh letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after F in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(
g

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the seventh file from the left, as viewed from White's side of the board.




4.
 


[Music]

 the fifth note in the diatonic scale of C major.




5.
 
a key based on a scale with G as its keynote.













G2


 
/jē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 


[Physics]

 gauss.




2.
 
German.




3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) giga- (109
 ).




4.
 
good.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 grand (a thousand dollars).




6.
 
a unit of gravitational force equal to that exerted by the earth's gravitational field.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 Gibbs free energy.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 general audiences, a rating in the Voluntary Movie Rating System that all ages may be admitted.




3.
 


[Physics]

 the gravitational constant, equal to 6.67 × 10−11
 N m2
 kg−2
 .




4.
 


[Physics]

 conductance.













G7






abbreviation




Group of Seven.













G8

 
/jēːˈāt/






abbreviation




Group of Eight.













G20






abbreviation




Group of Twenty.













G77






abbreviation




Group of Seventy-Seven.













Ga1


 
/ɡä/






symbol




the chemical element gallium.













Ga2


 
/ɡä/






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Galatians.













GA






abbreviation



1.
 
Gamblers Anonymous.




2.
 
General Assembly.




3.
 
general aviation.




4.
 
General of the Army.




5.
 
Georgia (in official postal use).













Ga.






abbreviation




Georgia.













gab

 
/ɡab /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk, typically at length, about trivial matters




•
 
Franny walked right past a woman gabbing on the phone.














II.
 
noun




talk; chatter.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: variant of gob
 1
 .





GABA






abbreviation




gamma-aminobutyric acid.













gabardine

 
/ˈɡabərˌdēn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 gaberdine





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smooth, durable twill-woven cloth, typically of worsted or cotton.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a raincoat made of gabardine.




3.
 
(usu. 
gaberdine

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a loose long upper garment, worn particularly by Jewish men.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
gauvardine

 , earlier 
gallevardine

 , perhaps from Middle High German 
wallevart

 ‘pilgrimage’ and originally ‘a garment worn by a pilgrim.’ The textile sense is first recorded in the early 20th cent.





gabble

 
/ˈɡabəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk rapidly and unintelligibly; utter meaningless sounds




•
 
he gabbled on in a panicky way until he was dismissed.














II.
 
noun




rapid, unintelligible talk.








III.
 
derivatives





gabbler

 
/ˈɡablər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
gabbelen

 , of imitative origin.





gabbro

 
/ˈɡabrō/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark, coarse-grained plutonic rock of crystalline texture, consisting mainly of pyroxene, plagioclase feldspar, and often olivine.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gabbroic

 
/ɡəˈbrō-ik /






adjective













2.
 
gabbroid

 
/-broid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
glaber

 , 
glabr-

 ‘smooth.’





gabby

 
/ˈɡabē/






adjective






‹informal›

 excessively or annoyingly talkative.













gabfest

 
/ˈɡabˌfest/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a conference or other gathering with prolonged talking




•
 
these summits are merely empty gabfests.



















gabion

 
/ˈɡābēən/





I.
 
noun




a wirework container filled with rock, broken concrete, or other material, used in the construction of dams, retaining walls, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





gabionage

 
/ˈɡābēəˌnäZH /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Italian 
gabbione

 , from 
gabbia

 ‘cage,’ from Latin 
cavea

 .





gable

 
/ˈɡābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a wall that encloses the end of a pitched roof.




2.
 
(also 
gable end

 )
 — a wall topped with a gable.




3.
 
a gable-shaped canopy over a window or door.








II.
 
derivatives





gabled

 
/ˈɡābəld /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Old Norse 
gafl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gaffel

 and German 
Gabel

 ‘fork’ (the point of the gable originally being the fork of two crossed timbers supporting the end of the rooftree).





Gable, Clark

 
/ˈɡābəl/






(1901–60), US actor; full name 
William Clark Gable

 . He was noted for movies such as 
It Happened One Night

 (1934) and 
Gone with the Wind

 (1939). His last movie, 
The Misfits

 , was released posthumously in 1961.









gable roof






noun




a roof with two sloping sides and a gable at each end.














Gabon

 
/ɡəˈbän/







1.
 
a country in West Africa, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 1,515,000 (est. 2009); capital, Libreville; languages, French (official) and West African languages.





Gabon became a French territory in 1888. Part of French Equatorial Africa from 1910 to 1958, it declared independence in 1960.









Gabonese

 
/ˌɡabəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Gabon or its people




•
 
the Gabonese head of state.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Gabon




•
 
many Gabonese believe that drugs are a serious problem in their country




•
 
the Gabonese scored a nice double.




















gaboon

 
/ɡəˈbo͞on /

 
gaboon mahogany





I.
 
noun




a tropical West African hardwood tree valued for its timber.

Also called okoume
 . [
Aucoumea klaineana

 , family 
Burseraceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Gaboon

 (now Gabon
 ).





Gaboon viper





I.
 
noun




a large, thick-bodied venomous African snake with a pair of hornlike scales on the snout, and the scales richly patterned with brown, purple, and cream.

[
Bitis gabonica

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Gaboon

 (now Gabon
 ).





Gabor, Dennis

 
/ɡəˈbôr, ˈɡäbôr/






(1900–79), British electrical engineer; born in Hungary. He conceived the idea of holography. Nobel Prize for Physics (1971).









Gaborone

 
/ˌɡäbəˈrōnē/






the capital of Botswana, in the southern part of the country near the border with South Africa; pop. 223,200 (est. 2009).









Gabriel

 
/ˈɡābrēəl/






(in the Bible) the archangel who foretold the birth of Jesus to the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:26–38), and who also appeared to Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, and to Daniel; (in Islam) the archangel who revealed the Koran to the Prophet Muhammad.










gad

 
/ɡad/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 go around from one place to another, in the pursuit of pleasure or entertainment




•
 
help out around the house and not be 
gadding about

 the countryside.

















– origin

 late Middle English: back-formation from obsolete 
gadling

 ‘wanderer, vagabond,’ (earlier) ‘companion,’ of Germanic origin.





Gad1


 
/ɡad/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and Zilpah (Gen. 30:9–11).




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from Gad.










Gad2


 
/ɡad/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express dismay or surprise.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: euphemistic alteration of God
 .





gadabout

 
/ˈɡadəˌbout/






noun




a habitual pleasure-seeker.













Gadarene

 
/ˈɡadəˌrēn/





I.
 
adjective




involving or engaged in a headlong or potentially disastrous rush to do something.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the current sense): from New Testament Greek 
Gadarēnos

 ‘inhabitant of 
Gadara

 ’ (see Matt. 8:28–32).





Gaddafi, Mu'ammer al-

 
/ɡəˈdäfē /

 
Qaddafi






(1942–2011), Libyan statesman; head of state 1970–2011. After leading a coup that overthrew 
King Idris

 in 1969, he established the Libyan Arab Republic and pursued a policy of Islamic fundamentalism blended with Arab nationalism. Accused of supporting international terrorism and wanted by the International Criminal Court for alleged crimes against humanity, he was deposed in August 2011. He was later captured and killed by Libyan revolutionaries.









Gaddis, William

 
/ˈɡadis/






(1922–98), US writer. He is noted for the novels 
JR

 (1975), 
Carpenter's Gothic

 (1985), and 
A Frolic of His Own

 (1994).









gadfly

 
/ˈɡadˌflī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fly that bites livestock, especially a horsefly, warble fly, or botfly.




2.
 
an annoying person, especially one who provokes others into action by criticism.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from gad
 , or obsolete 
gad

 ‘goad, spike,’ from Old Norse 
gaddr

 , of Germanic origin; related to yard
 1
 .






gadget

 
/ˈɡajət/





I.
 
noun




a small mechanical or electronic device or tool, especially an ingenious or novel one




•
 
a state-of-the-art kitchen with every conceivable gadget.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gadgeteer

 
/ˌɡajiˈti(ə)r /






noun













2.
 
gadgety






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally in nautical use): probably from French 
gâchette

 ‘lock mechanism’ or from the French dialect word 
gagée

 ‘tool.’





gadgetry

 
/ˈɡajətrē/






noun




small mechanical or electronic devices or tools, especially ingenious or novel ones




•
 
the very latest in electronic gadgetry.



















gadid

 
/ˈɡādid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the cod family (
Gadidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gadidae

 (plural), from 
gadus

 ‘cod.’





gadoid

 
/ˈɡādoid ˈɡaˌdoid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a bony fish of an order (
Gadiformes

 ) that comprises the cods, hakes, and their relatives.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
gadus

 (from Greek 
gados

 ‘cod’) + -oid
 .






gadolinite

 
/ˈɡadələˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare dark brown or black mineral, consisting of a silicate of iron, beryllium, and rare earths.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Johan 
Gadolin

 (1760–1852), the Finnish mineralogist who first identified it.





gadolinium

 
/ˌɡadəˈlinēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Gd

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 64, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from gadolinite
 .





gadroon

 
/ɡəˈdro͞on/





I.
 
noun




a decorative edging on metal or wood, typically formed by inverted flutings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gadrooned






adjective













2.
 
gadrooning






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
godron

 , probably related to 
goder

 ‘to pucker,’ also to godet
 .





Gadsden

 
/ˈɡadzdən/






an industrial city in northeastern Alabama; pop. 36,816 (est. 2008).









Gadsden Purchase

 
/ˌɡadzdən ˈpərCHəs/






an area in New Mexico and Arizona, near the Rio Grande, that covers an area of more than 30,000 square miles (77,700 sq km). It was purchased from Mexico in 1853 by US diplomat 
James Gadsden

 (1788–1858) with the intention of ensuring a southern railroad route to the Pacific Ocean.









gadwall

 
/ˈɡadwôl/





I.
 
noun




a brownish-gray freshwater duck found across Eurasia and North America.

[
Anas strepera

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





gadzooks

 
/ˌɡadˈzo͞oks/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 an exclamation of surprise or annoyance.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of 
God's hooks

 , i.e., the nails by which Jesus Christ was fastened to the cross; see Gad
 2
 .





Gael

 
/ɡāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Gaelic-speaking person.




2.
 
a person whose ancestors spoke Gaelic.








II.
 
derivatives





Gaeldom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 from Scottish Gaelic 
Gaidheal

 .





Gaelic

 
/ˈɡālik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Goidelic languages, particularly the Celtic language of Scotland, and the culture associated with speakers of these languages and their descendants.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a Goidelic language brought from Ireland in the 5th and 6th centuries 
AD

 and spoken mainly in the highlands and islands of western Scotland.




2.
 
(also 
Irish Gaelic

 )
 — another term for Irish
 (the language).













Gaeltacht

 
/ˈɡāltəKHt/





I.
 (
the Gaeltacht

 )


1.
 
regions in Ireland, primarily the western coast, where the vernacular language is Irish.











– origin

 Irish, earlier 
Gaedhealtacht

 , from 
Gaedheal

 ‘Gael’ + 
tacht

 ‘talk, speech.’






gaff1


 
/ɡaf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stick with a hook, or a barbed spear, for landing large fish.




2.
 


[Sailing]

 a spar to which the head of a fore-and-aft sail is bent.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seize or impale with a gaff.











– origin

 Middle English: from Provençal 
gaf

 ‘hook’; related to gaffe
 .





gaff2


 
/ɡaf/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 rough treatment; criticism




•
 
if wages increase, perhaps we can 
stand the gaff

 .

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the senses ‘outcry; nonsense’ and in the phrase 
blow the gaff

 ‘let out a secret’): of unknown origin.





gaff3


 
/ɡaf/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a house, apartment, or other building, especially as being a person's home




•
 
John's new gaff is on McDonald Road.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in sense ‘a fair’): of unknown origin.






gaffe

 
/ɡaf/





I.
 
noun




an unintentional act or remark causing embarrassment to its originator; a blunder




•
 
an unforgivable social gaffe.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘boat hook’ (from Provençal 
gaf

 : see gaff
 1
 ), used colloquially to mean ‘blunder.’






gaffer

 
/ˈɡafər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the chief electrician in a motion-picture or television production unit.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an old man.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person in charge of others; a boss.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably a contraction of godfather
 ; compare with gammer
 .






gag1


 
/ɡaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of cloth put in or over a person's mouth to prevent them from speaking or crying out.




2.
 
a restriction on freedom of speech or dissemination of information




•
 
they lobbied hard for a gag on doctors and nurses.










3.
 
a device for keeping the patient's mouth open during a dental or surgical operation.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put a gag on (someone)




•
 
she was bound and gagged by robbers in her home.










2.
 
(of a person or body with authority) prevent (someone) from speaking freely or disseminating information




•
 
the administration is trying to gag its critics.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — choke or retch




•
 
he 
gagged on

 the sourness of the wine.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps related to Old Norse 
gagháls

 ‘with the neck thrown back,’ or imitative of a person choking.





gag2


 
/ɡaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a joke or an amusing story or scene, especially one forming part of a comedian's act or in a film or play.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell jokes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally theatrical slang): of unknown origin.





gaga

 
/ˈɡäˌɡä/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 overexcited or irrational, typically as a result of infatuation or excessive enthusiasm; mentally confused; senile.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, ‘senile, a senile person,’ reduplication based on 
gâteux

 , variant of 
gâteur

 , hospital slang in the sense ‘bed wetter.’





Gagarin, Yury

 
/ɡəˈɡärin/






(1934–68), Russian cosmonaut; full name 
Yury Alekseyevich Gagarin

 . In 1961, he made the first manned space flight, completing a single orbit of the earth in 108 minutes.










gage1


 
/ɡāj /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a valued object deposited as a guarantee of good faith.




2.
 
a pledge, especially a glove, thrown down as a symbol of a challenge to fight.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer (a thing or one's life) as a guarantee of good faith.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gage

 (noun), 
gager

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to wage
 and wed
 .





gage2


 
/ɡāj/






noun, verb




variant spelling of gauge
 .














gage3


 
/ɡāj/






noun




another term for greengage
 .













gagger

 
/ˈɡaɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that gags, in particular




2.
 
a piece of iron used in a foundry mold to keep the core in place.













gagging clause






noun






(Brit.)

 a condition in a contract of employment forbidding an employee from publicly disclosing information about their employer or work




•
 
as part of her severance terms she was forced to sign a gagging clause pledging not to reveal what she knew.



















gaggle

 
/ˈɡaɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flock of geese.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a disorderly or noisy group of people




•
 
the 
gaggle of

 reporters and photographers that dogged his every step.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): imitative of the noise that a goose makes; compare with Dutch 
gaggelen

 and German 
gackern

 .





gag law

 


‹Brit.›

 gagging law






noun




a law forbidding the public disclosure of information on a particular matter




•
 
the gag law prohibits the publication of polling data for the last few days preceding a federal election.




















gagman

 
/ˈɡaɡman /

 
gag man






noun




a writer or performer of gags.













gag order

 


‹Brit.›

 gagging order






noun






[Law]

 a judge's order that a case may not be discussed in public.













gag rule






noun



1.
 
a regulation or directive that prohibits public discussion of a particular matter, in particular




2.
 
a regulation preventing the staff of government-funded family-planning clinics from offering patients information about abortion.




3.
 
a US government policy preventing US aid to foreign family-planning organizations unless they agree not to promote or perform abortions.













gagster

 
/ˈɡaɡstər/






noun




another term for gagman
 .













gah

 
/ɡä/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express exasperation or dismay




•
 
had to go the dentist this morning (arrived late—gah!).

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the early 20th cent.






Gaia

 
/ˈɡīə/





I.
 
(also 
Gaea

 , 
Ge

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 the Earth personified as a goddess, daughter of Chaos. She was the mother and wife of Uranus (Heaven); their offspring included the Titans and the Cyclopes.

[Greek, ‘Earth.’]




II.
 
the earth viewed as a vast self-regulating organism.

[1970s: coined by James Lovelock, at the suggestion of the writer William Golding, from the name of the goddess 
Gaia

 .]




III.
 
derivatives





Gaian






noun, adjective





















Gaia hypothesis






noun




the theory, put forward by James Lovelock, that living matter on the earth collectively defines and regulates the material conditions necessary for the continuance of life. The planet, or rather the biosphere, is thus likened to a vast self-regulating organism.













gaiety

 
/ˈɡāədē /

 
gayety





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being lighthearted or cheerful




•
 
the sudden gaiety of children's laughter.










2.
 
merrymaking or festivity




•
 
he seemed to be a part of the gaiety, having a wonderful time.










3.
 
(
gaieties

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 entertainments or amusements.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
gaieté

 , from 
gai

 (see gay
 ).





gaijin

 
/ɡīˈjin/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a foreigner.











– origin

 Japanese, contraction of 
gaikoku-jin

 , from 
gaikoku

 ‘foreign country’ + 
jin

 ‘person.’






gaillardia

 
/ɡəˈlärdēə/





I.
 
noun




an American plant of the daisy family, cultivated for its bright red and yellow flowers.

[Genus 
Gaillardia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named in memory of 
Gaillard

 de Marentonneau, 18th-cent. French amateur botanist.





gaily

 
/ˈɡālē/






adverb



1.
 
in a cheerful or lighthearted way




•
 
he waved gaily to the crowd.










2.
 
without thinking of the consequences




•
 
she plunged gaily into speculation on the stock market.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — with a bright or cheerful appearance




•
 
gaily colored sailboats dot the lake.




















gain

 
/ɡān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain or secure (something desired, favorable, or profitable)




•
 
a process that has gained the confidence of the industry




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
their blend of acoustic folk pop gained them several chart hits.










2.
 
reach or arrive at (a desired destination)




•
 
we gained the ridge.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
gain on

 )
 — come closer to (a person or thing pursued)




•
 
a huge bear gaining on him with every stride.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 bring over to one's interest or views; win over




•
 
to gratify the queen and gain the court.










5.
 
increase the amount or rate of (something, typically weight or speed)




•
 
she had gradually gained weight since her wedding.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — increase in value




•
 
stocks also gained for the third day in a row.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
gain in

 )
 — improve or advance in some respect




•
 
canoeing is gaining in popularity.










8.
 
(of a clock or watch) become fast by (a specific amount of time)




•
 
this atomic clock will neither gain nor lose a second in the next 1 million years.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an increase in wealth or resources




•
 
the mayor was accused of using municipal funds for personal gain.










2.
 
a thing that is achieved or acquired




•
 
a balance between water loss and water gain.










3.
 
the factor by which power or voltage is increased in an amplifier or other electronic device, usually expressed as a logarithm.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gainable






adjective













2.
 
gainer

 
/ˈɡānər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun, originally in the sense ‘booty’): from Old French 
gaigne

 (noun), 
gaignier

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





Gainesville

 
/ˈɡānzˌvil, -vəl/






a city in north central Florida, home to the University of Florida; pop. 114,916 (est. 2008).









gainful

 
/ˈɡānfəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
serving to increase wealth or resources




•
 
he soon found 
gainful employment

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gainfully

 
/ˈɡānfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
gainfulness






noun





















gainsay

 
/ˌɡānˈsā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 deny or contradict (a fact or statement)




•
 
the impact of the railroads cannot be gainsaid.










2.
 


‹formal›

 speak against or oppose (someone).








II.
 
derivatives





gainsayer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
gain-

 ‘against’ + say
 .





Gainsborough, Thomas

 
/ˈɡānzbərə/






(1727–88), English painter. He was known for his society portraits, including 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrews

 (1748) and 
The Blue Boy

 (
c.

 1770), and for landscapes such as 
The Watering Place

 (1777).









gainsharing

 
/ˈɡānˌSHeriNG/






noun




an incentive plan in which employees or customers receive benefits directly as a result of cost-saving measures that they initiate or participate in


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the company's gainsharing program ties bonuses directly to team performance.



















’gainst

 
/ɡenst/






preposition






‹literary›

 short for against
 .













gait

 
/ɡāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's manner of walking




•
 
the easy gait of an athlete.










2.
 
the paces of an animal, especially a horse or dog.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots).





gaita

 
/ˈɡīdə/





I.
 
noun




a kind of bagpipe played in northern Spain and Portugal.











– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese.





gaiter

 
/ˈɡādər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
gaiters

 )


1.
 
a garment similar to leggings, worn to cover or protect the ankle and lower leg.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a shoe or overshoe extending to the ankle or above.




3.
 
a lower leg covering, buttoned up the side and worn as part of the traditional costume of an Anglican bishop.








II.
 
derivatives





gaitered

 
/ˈɡādərd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
guêtre

 , probably of Germanic origin and related to wrist
 .





Gaithersburg

 
/ˈɡāTHərzˌbərɡ/






a city in west central Maryland, northwest of Washington, DC; pop. 58,744 (est. 2008).









gak

 
/ɡak /

 

‹informal›


 
gack





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cocaine.




2.
 
a sticky or messy substance




•
 
the shower failed to remove the gak from my hair.














II.
 
exclamation




used to express distaste or disgust




•
 
Gak! There she is again!

















– origin

 1970s: imitative; the form 
gak

 dates from the 1990s.





gal1


 
/ɡal/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a girl or young woman.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: representing a pronunciation.





gal2


 
/ɡal/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of gravitational acceleration equal to one centimeter per second per second.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Galileo Galilei
 .





gal.

 
//






abbreviation




gallon(s).













Gal.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Galatians.













gala

 
/ˈɡālə ˈɡalə/





I.
 
noun




a social occasion with special entertainments or performances


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a black-tie gala that begins with a cocktail reception.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘showy dress’): via Italian and Spanish from Old French 
gale

 ‘rejoicing.’





galactagogue

 
/ɡəˈlaktəˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a food or drug that promotes or increases the flow of a mother's milk.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
gala

 , 
galakt-

 ‘milk’ + 
agōgos

 ‘leading.’





galactic

 
/ɡəˈlaktik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a galaxy or galaxies, especially the Milky Way galaxy.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 measured relative to the galactic equator.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
galaktias

 (variant of 
galaxias

 ‘galaxy’) + -ic
 .





galactic equator






noun






[Astronomy]

 the great circle passing as closely as possible through the densest parts of the Milky Way.













galactic noise






noun




unidentified radio-frequency radiation coming from beyond the solar system.













galactorrhea

 
/ɡəˌlaktəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 excessive or inappropriate production of milk.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
gala

 , 
galakt-

 ‘milk’ + 
rhoia

 ‘flux, flow.’





galactosamine

 
/ɡəlakˈtäsəˌmēn, -min, -ˈtōsə-/





I.
 
noun




an amino acid derived from the sugar galactose, of which chondroitin is a derivative.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Galaktosamin

 .





galactose

 
/ɡəˈlaktōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the hexose class that is a constituent of lactose and many polysaccharides.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
gala

 , 
galakt-

 ‘milk’ + -ose
 2
 .





galactosidase

 
/ɡəˈlaktōsiˌdās, -ˌdāz, -lakˈtō-/






noun




an enzyme, such as lactase, that is involved in the hydrolytic breakdown of a galactoside.













galactoside

 
/ɡəˈlaktəˌsīd/






noun




a glycoside yielding galactose on hydrolysis.














galago

 
/ɡəˈlāɡō ɡəˈläɡō/





I.
 
noun




another term for bush baby
 .











– origin

 modern Latin (genus name).





galah

 
/ɡəˈlä/





I.
 
noun




a small Australian cockatoo with a gray back and rosy pink head and underparts, abundant and regarded as a pest.

[
Eulophus roseicapillus

 , family 
Cacatuidae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Yuwaalaraay (an Aboriginal language of New South Wales).





Galahad

 
/ˈɡaləˌhad /

 
Sir Galahad






the noblest of King Arthur's legendary knights; renowned for immaculate purity and destined to find the Holy Grail.










galangal

 
/ɡəˈlaNGɡəl /

 
galingale





I.
 
noun




an Asian plant of the ginger family, the aromatic rhizome of which is widely used in cooking and herbal medicine.

[Genera 
Alpinia

 and 
Kaempferia

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English 
galingale

 , via Old French from Arabic 
ḵalanjān

 , perhaps from Chinese 
gāoliángjiāng

 , from 
gāoliáng

 (the name of a district in Guangdong Province, China) + 
jiāng

 ‘ginger.’





galant

 
/ɡəˈlänt/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a light and elegant style of 18th-century music.











– origin

 French and German (see gallant
 ).





galanthophile

 
/ɡəˈlanTHəˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who collects snowdrops




•
 
the anonymous bidder bought the highly prized bulb on eBay, beating competition from other galanthophiles.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as 
galanthophil

 ): blend of 
Galanthus

 (the snowdrop's taxonomic name, from Greek 
gala

 , 
galakt-

 ‘milk’ and 
anthos

 ‘flower’) and -phile
 .





galantine

 
/ˈɡalənˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a dish of white meat or fish that is boned, cooked, pressed, and served cold in aspic.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘sauce for fish’): from Old French, alteration of 
galatine

 , from medieval Latin 
galatina

 ; the current sense dates from the early 18th cent.






Galapagos Islands

 
/ɡəˈläpəɡōs ˌīləndz ɡəˈläpəɡəs ˌīləndz/






a Pacific Ocean archipelago on the equator, about 650 miles (1,045 km) west of Ecuador, to which it belongs; pop. 28,000 (est. 2009). Noted for giant tortoises and many other endemic species, they were the site of Charles Darwin's 1835 observations, which helped him to form his theory of natural selection.

Spanish name Archipiélago de Colón
 .









Galatea

 
/ˌɡaləˈtēə/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a sea nymph courted by the Cyclops Polyphemus, who in jealousy killed his rival Acis.




II.
 
the name given to the statue fashioned by Pygmalion and brought to life.









Galaţi

 
/ɡäˈläts, -ˈlätsē/






an industrial city in eastern Romania, a port on the lower Danube River; pop. 296,697 (2006).









Galatia

 
/ɡəˈlāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
an ancient region in central Asia Minor, settled by invading Gauls (the Galatians) in the 3rd century 
BC

 . It later became a province of the Roman Empire.




II.
 
derivatives





Galatian






adjective, noun





















Galatians

 
/ɡəˈlāSHənz/






a book of the New Testament, an epistle of St. Paul to the Church in Galatia.









galaxy

 
/ˈɡaləksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of millions or billions of stars, together with gas and dust, held together by gravitational attraction.




2.
 
(
the Galaxy

 )
 — the galaxy of which the solar system is a part; the Milky Way.




3.
 
a large group of impressive people or things




•
 
the four musicians have played with 
a galaxy of

 stars.











The Galaxy in which the earth is located is a disk-shaped spiral galaxy with approximately 100,000 million stars. The sun is located about two thirds of the way out from the center.







– origin

 late Middle English (originally referring to the Milky Way): via Old French from medieval Latin 
galaxia

 , from Greek 
galaxias (kuklos

 ) ‘milky (vault),’ from 
gala

 , 
galakt-

 ‘milk.’





Galba

 
/ˈɡalbə/






(
c.

 3 
BC

 –
AD

 69), Roman emperor 
AD

 68–69; full name 
Servius Sulpicius Galba

 . The successor to Nero, he aroused hostility because of his severity and parsimony and was murdered in a conspiracy organized by Otho.









galbanum

 
/ˈɡalbənəm/





I.
 
noun




a bitter aromatic resin produced from kinds of ferula.











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
khalbanē

 , probably of Semitic origin.





Galbraith, John Kenneth

 
/ˈɡalˌbrāTH/






(1908–2006), US economist; born in Canada. Well known for his criticism of consumerism and of the power of large multinational corporations, he wrote 
The Affluent Society

 (1958) and 
The New Industrial State

 (1967).









gale

 
/ɡāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very strong wind




•
 
it was almost blowing a gale




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
gale-force winds.










2.
 


[Meteorology]

 a wind of force 7 to 10 on the Beaufort scale (28-55 knots or 32-63 mph).




3.
 
a storm at sea.




4.
 
(
a gale of/gales of

 )
 — a burst of sound, especially of laughter




•
 
she collapsed into 
gales of

 laughter.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps related to Old Norse 
galinn

 ‘mad, frantic.’





galea

 
/ˈɡālēə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a structure shaped like a helmet.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘helmet.’





Galen

 
/ˈɡālən/





I.
 
(129–199), Greek physician; full name 
Claudios Galenos

 ; Latin name 
Claudius Galenus

 . While attempting to systematize medicine, he made important discoveries in anatomy and physiology.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Galenism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
Galenist

 
/-nist /






adjective, noun





















galena

 
/ɡəˈlēnə/





I.
 
noun




a bluish, gray, or black mineral of metallic appearance, consisting of lead sulfide. It is the chief ore of lead.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘lead ore’ (in a partly purified state).





galenic

 
/ɡāˈlenik, ɡə-/






adjective



1.
 
(
Galenic

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 of or relating to Galen or his methods.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a medicine) galenical.













galenical

 
/ɡāˈlenək(ə)l ɡəˈlenək(ə)l /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a medicine) made of natural rather than synthetic components.




2.
 
(
Galenical

 )
 — of or relating to Galen.








II.
 
noun




a medicine made of natural rather than synthetic components.













galère

 
/ɡaˈler/





I.
 
noun




a group or coterie




•
 
the repulsive galère of Lolita's admirers.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘galley.’ The term was used in Molière's play 
Scapin

 meaning ‘coterie.’





Galesburg

 
/ˈɡālzbərɡ/






a commercial and industrial city in west central Illinois; pop. 31,181 (est. 2008).









galette

 
/ɡəˈlet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat round cake of pastry or bread.




2.
 
a savory pancake made from potatoes or buckwheat.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
galet

 ‘pebble.’





gal Friday






noun




informal term for girl Friday
 .













galia melon

 
/ˈɡälēə ˌmelən/






noun




a small rounded melon of a variety with rough skin and fragrant orange flesh.














Galibi

 
/ɡəˈlēbē/





I.
 
noun




another term for Carib
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 Carib, literally ‘strong man.’





Galicia

 
/ɡəˈliSHə/





I.
 
an autonomous region and former kingdom in northwestern Spain; capital, Santiago de Compostela.




II.
 
a region in eastern central Europe, north of the Carpathian Mountains. A former province of Austria, it now forms part of southeastern Poland and western Ukraine.









Galician

 
/ɡəˈliSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Galicia in northwestern Spain.




2.
 
the Romance language of Galicia in northwestern Spain, closely related to Portuguese.




3.
 
a native or inhabitant of Galicia in east central Europe.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Galicia in northwestern Spain, its people, or their language.




2.
 
of or relating to Galicia in east central Europe.













Galilean1


 
/ˌɡaləˈlēən/






adjective




of or relating to Galileo or his methods.













Galilean2


 
/ˌɡaləˈlēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Galilee.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 Christian.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Galilee.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 a Christian.













Galilean satellites

 

‹Astronomy›







the four largest moons of Jupiter (Callisto, Europa, Ganymede, and Io), discovered by Galileo in 1610 and independently by the German astronomer Simon Marius (1573–1624).









Galilean telescope






noun




an astronomical telescope of the earliest type, with a biconvex objective and biconcave eyepiece.














galilee

 
/ˈɡaləˌlē/





I.
 
noun




a chapel or porch at the entrance to some English churches.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
galilea

 ‘Galilee.’ Compare with gallery
 .





Galilee

 
/ˈɡaləˌlē/






a northern region of ancient Palestine, west of the Jordan River, associated with the ministry of Jesus. It is now part of Israel.










Galilee, Sea of






a lake in northern Israel. The Jordan River flows through it from north to south.

Also called Tiberias, Lake
 or Kinneret, Lake
 .









Galileo

 
/ˌɡaləˈlāō/






an American space probe to Jupiter launched in 1989. It reached the vicinity of Jupiter in 1995 and released a probe which descended into Jupiter's atmosphere.










Galileo Galilei

 
/ˌɡaləˈlāō ˌɡaləˈlāē/






(1564–1642), Italian astronomer and physicist. He discovered the constancy of a pendulum's swing, formulated the law of uniform acceleration of falling bodies, and described the parabolic trajectory of projectiles. He applied the telescope to astronomy and observed craters on the moon, sunspots, Jupiter's moons, and the phases of Venus.









galingale

 
/ˈɡalənˌɡāl/






noun



1.
 
a Eurasian sedge with an aromatic rhizome, formerly used in perfumes.

[late 16th cent.: variant of galangal
 .] [
Cyperus longus

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 .]




2.
 
variant spelling of galangal
 .













galipot

 
/ˈɡaləˌpät/





I.
 
noun




hardened resin deposits formed on the stem of certain species of pine, in particular the maritime pine.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.






gall1


 
/ɡôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
bold, impudent behavior




•
 
the bank had the gall to demand a fee.










2.
 
the contents of the gallbladder; bile (proverbial for its bitterness).




3.
 
an animal's gallbladder.




4.
 
used to refer to something bitter or cruel




•
 
accept life's gall without blaming somebody else.

















– origin

 Old English 
gealla

 (denoting bile), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gal

 , German 
Galle

 ‘gall,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
kholē

 and Latin 
fel

 ‘bile.’





gall2


 
/ɡôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
annoyance; irritation




•
 
he imagined Linda's gall as she found herself still married and not rich.










2.
 
(especially of a horse) a sore on the skin made by chafing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel annoyed




•
 
he knew he was losing, and it galled him.










2.
 
make sore by rubbing




•
 
the straps galled their shoulders.

















– origin

 Old English 
gealle

 ‘sore on a horse,’ perhaps related to gall
 1
 ; superseded in Middle English by forms from Middle Low German or Middle Dutch.






gall3


 
/ɡôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an abnormal growth formed on plants and trees, especially oaks, in response to the presence of insect larvae, mites, or fungi.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting insects or mites that produce galls




•
 
gall flies.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
galla

 .





Galla

 
/ˈɡalə/





I.
 
noun, adjective




see Oromo
 .











– origin

 of unknown origin.






gallant





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈɡalənt /



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) brave; heroic




•
 
she had made gallant efforts to pull herself together.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 grand; fine




•
 
they made a gallant array as they marched off.










3.
 
(of a man or his behavior) giving special attention and respect to women; chivalrous.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ɡəˈlant ɡəˈlänt /



1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 a man who pays special attention to women.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 a dashing man of fashion; a fine gentleman.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ɡəˈlant ɡəˈlänt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a man) flirt with (a woman).











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘finely dressed’): from Old French 
galant

 , from 
galer

 ‘have fun, make a show,’ from 
gale

 ‘pleasure, rejoicing.’





gallantly

 
/ˈɡaləntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a brave or heroic manner




•
 
these young soldiers fought gallantly for their nation.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 in a grand or impressive manner




•
 
they descended the staircase like two queens gallantly entering court.










3.
 
in a charmingly attentive and chivalrous manner




•
 
he bowed gallantly




•
 
the doorman gallantly held the door open for Elisa.



















gallantry

 
/ˈɡaləntrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
courageous behavior, especially in battle




•
 
a medal awarded for outstanding gallantry during the raid.










2.
 
polite attention or respect given by men to women.




3.
 
(
gallantries

 )
 — actions or words used when paying polite and respectful attention to women.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘splendor, ornamentation’): from French 
galanterie

 , from 
galant

 (see gallant
 ).





Gallaudet, Thomas Hopkins

 
/ˌɡaləˈdet/






(1787–1851), US educator. In 1817, he founded the first free American school for deaf students in Hartford, Connecticut. Gallaudet University in Washington, DC, is named for him.










gallberry

 
/ˈɡôlˌberē /

 
gallberry holly






noun




a North American holly with shiny leaves and white flowers.

[Genus 
Ilex

 , family 
Aquifoliaceae

 : the 
tall gallberry

 (
I. coriacea

 ) of the southeastern US, and the more widespread 
low gallberry

 (
I. glabra

 ), with black berries and nearly spineless leaves.]













gallbladder

 
/ˈɡôlˌbladər /

 
gall bladder






noun




the small sac-shaped organ beneath the liver, in which bile is stored after secretion by the liver and before release into the intestine.













galleon

 
/ˈɡalēən/





I.
 
noun




a sailing ship in use (especially by Spain) from the 15th through 17th centuries, originally as a warship, later for trade. Galleons were mainly square-rigged and usually had three or more decks and masts.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: either via Middle Dutch from French 
galion

 , from 
galie

 ‘galley,’ or from Spanish 
galeón

 .





galleria

 
/ˌɡaləˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a covered or enclosed area, especially one with commercial establishments for shopping, dining, etc.











– origin

 Italian (see gallery
 ).





gallerist

 
/ˈɡalərist/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns an art gallery or who exhibits and promotes artists' work in galleries and other venues in order to attract potential buyers




•
 
gallerists will tell you it would be difficult to break even without doing at least one art fair per year.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (in the sense ‘person in a gallery’): from gallery
 and -ist
 .






gallery

 
/ˈɡal(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building for the display or sale of works of art.




2.
 
a collection of pictures.




3.
 
a balcony, especially a platform or upper floor, projecting from the back or sidewall inside a church or hall, providing space for an audience or musicians.




4.
 
(
the gallery

 )
 — the highest balconies in a theater, containing the cheapest seats.




5.
 
a group of spectators, especially those at a golf tournament.




6.
 
a long room or passage, typically one that is partly open at the side to form a portico or colonnade.




7.
 
a horizontal underground passage, especially in a mine.








II.
 
phrases





play to the gallery






act in an exaggerated or theatrical manner, especially to appeal to popular taste.












III.
 
derivatives





galleried






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): via Old French from Italian 
galleria

 ‘gallery,’ formerly also ‘church porch,’ from medieval Latin 
galeria

 , perhaps an alteration of 
galilea

 (see galilee
 ).






galley

 
/ˈɡalē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a low, flat ship with one or more sails and up to three banks of oars, chiefly used for warfare, trade, and piracy.




2.
 
a long rowboat used as a ship's boat.




3.
 
the kitchen in a ship or aircraft.




4.
 
(also 
galley proof

 )
 — a printer's proof in the form of long single-column strips, not in sheets or pages.

[
galley

 from French 
galée

 denoting an oblong tray for holding setup type.]











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
galea

 , from medieval Greek 
galaia

 , of unknown origin.





galley slave

 
/ˈɡalē ˌslāv/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a person condemned to row in a galley.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person who works very hard, typically performing menial or thankless tasks




•
 
call-center workers are the galley slaves of the twenty-first century.



















Galliano

 
/ɡalˈyänō/





I.
 
noun




a golden-yellow Italian liqueur flavored with herbs.











– origin

 named after Major Giuseppe 
Galliáno

 , noted for halting Ethiopian forces in the war of 1895–96.





galliard

 
/ˈɡalyərd/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a lively dance in triple time for two people, including complicated turns and steps.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective meaning ‘valiant, sturdy’ and ‘lively, brisk’): from Old French 
gaillard

 ‘valiant,’ of Celtic origin. The current sense dates from the mid 16th cent.






Gallic

 
/ˈɡalik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
French or typically French.




2.
 
of or relating to the Gauls.








II.
 
derivatives





Gallicize

 
/ˈɡaləˌsīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
Gallicus

 , from 
Gallus

 ‘a Gaul.’





gallic acid

 
/ˈɡalik, ˈɡôlik/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an acid extracted from oak galls and other vegetable products, formerly used in making ink.

[Alternative name: 
3, 4, 5-trihydroxybenzoic acid

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H2
 (OH)3
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





gallate

 
/ˈɡalāt, ˈɡôlāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
gallic

 from Latin 
galla

 ‘oak gall’ (see gall
 3
 ) + -ic
 .






Gallican

 
/ˈɡaləkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ancient Church of Gaul or France.




2.
 
of or holding a doctrine (reaching its peak in the 17th century) that asserted the freedom of the Roman Catholic Church in France and elsewhere from the ecclesiastical authority of the papacy.

Compare with ultramontane
 .








II.
 
noun




an adherent of the Gallican doctrine.








III.
 
derivatives





Gallicanism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gallican

 , or from Latin 
Gallicanus

 , from 
Gallicus

 (see Gallic
 ).





Gallicism

 
/ˈɡaləˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




a French expression, especially one adopted by speakers of another language.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
gallicisme

 , from Latin 
Gallicus

 (see Gallic
 ).





Gallic Wars






Julius Caesar's campaigns 58–51 
BC

 , which established Roman control over Gaul north of the Alps and west of the Rhine River (Transalpine Gaul). During this period Caesar twice invaded Britain (55 and 54 
BC

 ).










galligaskins

 
/ˌɡaləˈɡaskənz/





I.
 
plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 loose-fitting breeches, trousers, or gaiters.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps an alteration (influenced by 
galley

 and 
Gascon

 ) of obsolete French 
gargesque

 , from Italian 
grechesca

 , feminine of 
grechesco

 ‘Greek.’





gallimaufry

 
/ˌɡaləˈmôfrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a confused jumble or medley of things.




2.
 


(US)

 a dish made from diced or minced meat, especially a hash or ragout.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from archaic French 
galimafrée

 ‘unappetizing dish,’ perhaps from Old French 
galer

 ‘have fun’ + Picard 
mafrer

 ‘eat copious quantities.’





gallimimus

 
/ˌɡaliˈmīməs/





I.
 
noun




an ostrich dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period.

[Genus 
Gallimimus

 , infraorder 
Ornithomimosauria

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
galli

 ‘of a cockerel’ (genitive of 
gallus

 ) + 
mimus

 ‘mime, pretense.’





gallinaceous

 
/ˌɡaləˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 of or relating to birds of an order (
Galliformes

 ) which includes domestic poultry and game birds.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
gallinaceus

 (from 
gallina

 ‘hen,’ from 
gallus

 ‘cock’) + -ous
 .





galling

 
/ˈɡôliNG/





I.
 
adjective




annoying; humiliating




•
 
the loss was particularly galling.














II.
 
derivatives





gallingly






adverb






















gallinule

 
/ˈɡaləˌn(y)o͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a marsh bird of the rail family, with mainly black, purplish-blue, or dark green plumage, and a red bill.

[Genera 
Porphyrio

 and 
Porphyrula

 (or 
Gallinula

 ), family 
Rallidae

 : several species, including the 
purple gallinule

 (
Porphyrula martinica

 ), found from the southeastern US to Argentina. See also moorhen
 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gallinula

 (genus term), diminutive of Latin 
gallina

 ‘hen,’ from 
gallus

 ‘cock.’





galliot

 
/ˈɡalēət ˈɡalēˌät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a single-masted Dutch cargo boat or fishing vessel.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small fast galley, especially in the Mediterranean.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
galiote

 or Dutch 
galjoot

 , from a diminutive of medieval Latin 
galea

 ‘galley.’






Gallipoli

 
/ɡəˈlipəlē/






a major campaign of World War I that took place on the Gallipoli peninsula, on the European side of the Dardanelles in 1915–16. The Allies (with heavy involvement of troops from Australia and New Zealand) hoped to gain control of the strait, but the campaign reached stalemate after each side suffered heavy casualties.









gallipot

 
/ˈɡaləˌpät/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small pot made from glazed earthenware or metal, used by pharmacists to hold medicines or ointments.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from galley
 + pot
 1
 (because gallipots were brought from the Mediterranean in galleys).





gallium

 
/ˈɡalēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ga

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 31, a soft silvery-white metal that melts at about 30°C, just above room temperature.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
Gallia

 ‘France’ or 
gallus

 ‘cock’; named (either patriotically or as a translation of his own name) by Paul-Émile 
Lecoq de Boisbaudran

 (1838–1912), the French chemist who discovered it in 1875.





gallium arsenide






noun




a dark-gray crystalline compound containing gallium and arsenic, used in the manufacture of microelectronic components, such as solar cells and semiconductors.













gallivant

 
/ˈɡaləˌvant/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 go around from one place to another in the pursuit of pleasure or entertainment




•
 
she quit her job to go gallivanting around the globe.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of gallant
 .





galliwasp

 
/ˈɡaləˌwäsp/





I.
 
noun




a marsh lizard found in Central America and the Caribbean.

[Genus 
Diploglossus

 , family 
Anguidae

 : many species, in particular 
D. monotropis

 of the West Indies.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





gall midge






noun




a small, delicate midge that induces gall formation in plants or may cause other damage to crops.

[Family 
Cecidomyiidae

 : numerous genera and species.]













gall mite






noun




a minute mite that is parasitic on plants, typically living inside buds and causing them to form hard galls.

[Family 
Eriophyidae

 , order 
Prostigmata

 : numerous species, in particular 
Cecidophyopsis ribis

 , which affects black-currant bushes, causing big bud and transmitting the reversion virus.]













Gallo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
French; French and …




•
 
Gallo-German.










2.
 
relating to France.











– origin

 from Latin 
Gallus

 ‘a Gaul.’






gallon

 
/ˈɡalən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of volume for liquid measure equal to four quarts, in particular




2.
 


(US)

 equivalent to 3.79 liters.




3.
 
(also 
imperial gallon

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 equivalent to 4.55 liters (also used for dry measure).




4.
 
(
gallons of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large volume




•
 
gallons of fake blood.














II.
 
derivatives





gallonage

 
/-nij /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
galon

 , from the base of medieval Latin 
galleta

 , 
galletum

 ‘pail, liquid measure,’ perhaps of Celtic origin.





galloon

 
/ɡəˈlo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a narrow ornamental strip of fabric, typically a silk braid or piece of lace, used to trim clothing or finish upholstery.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
galon

 , from 
galonner

 ‘to trim with braid,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






gallop

 
/ˈɡaləp/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the fastest pace of a horse or other quadruped, with all the feet off the ground together in each stride




•
 
the horse broke into a furious gallop




•
 
riding at full gallop.










2.
 
a ride on a horse at a gallop




•
 
Will went for a gallop on the beach.










3.
 
a very fast pace of running or moving.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) go at the pace of a gallop.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a horse) gallop




•
 
Fred galloped the horse off to the start.










3.
 
(of a person) run fast and rather boisterously.




4.
 
(of a process or time) progress rapidly in a seemingly uncontrollable manner




•
 
panic about the deadline galloping toward them




•
 (as 
adj.

 
galloping

 )
 
galloping inflation.














III.
 
derivatives





galloper

 
/ˈɡaləpər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
galop

 (noun), 
galoper

 (verb), variants of Old Northern French 
walop

 , 
waloper

 (see wallop
 ).






Galloway

 
/ˈɡaləˌwā/






noun




an animal of a breed of cattle that originated in Galloway, Scotland. They are hornless and black and are raised for beef.














gallows

 
/ˈɡalōz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a structure, typically of two uprights and a crosspiece, for the hanging of criminals.




2.
 
(
the gallows

 )
 — execution by hanging




•
 
saved from the gallows by a last-minute reprieve.

















– origin

 Old English 
galga

 , 
gealga

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
galg

 and German 
Galgen

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
gálgi

 .





gallows humor

 
/ˈɡalōz ˈ(h)yo͞omər/






noun




grim and ironic humor in a desperate or hopeless situation.













gallows tree

 
/ˈɡalōz trē/






noun




another term for gallows
 .













gallstone

 
/ˈɡôlˌstōn/






noun




a small, hard crystalline mass formed abnormally in the gallbladder or bile ducts from bile pigments, cholesterol, and calcium salts. Gallstones can cause severe pain and blockage of the bile duct.














Gallup, George Horace

 
/ˈɡaləp/






(1901–84), US statistician. A pioneer of opinion research, he developed the Gallup Poll and founded the American Institute of Public Opinion in 1935.









Gallup poll

 
/ˈɡaləp ˌpōl/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an assessment of public opinion by the questioning of a statistically representative sample.











– origin

 1940s: named after G. H. Gallup (see Gallup, George Horace
 ), US statistician who devised the method.





galluses

 
/ˈɡaləsəz/





I.
 
plural noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(N. Amer.)

 suspenders for trousers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: plural of 
gallus

 , variant of gallows
 .





gall wasp






noun




a small winged insect of antlike appearance. The female lays its egg in plant tissue, which swells to form a gall when the larva hatches.

[Superfamily 
Cynipoidea

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : several genera.]













Galois, Évariste

 
/ɡälˈwä/






(1811–32), French mathematician. His memoir on the conditions for solubility of polynomial equations was posthumously published in 1846.









Galois theory

 

‹Mathematics›







a method of applying group theory to the solution of algebraic equations.









galoot

 
/ɡəˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 a clumsy or oafish person (often as a term of abuse).











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally in nautical use meaning ‘an inexperienced marine’): of unknown origin.





galop

 
/ˈɡaləp/





I.
 
noun




a lively ballroom dance in duple time, popular in the late 18th century.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘gallop.’





galore

 
/ɡəˈlôr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
in abundance




•
 
there were prizes galore for everything.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Irish 
go leor

 , literally ‘to sufficiency.’





galosh

 
/ɡəˈläSH/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
galoshes

 )


1.
 
a waterproof overshoe, typically made of rubber.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a type of clog): via Old French from late Latin 
gallicula

 , diminutive of Latin 
gallica (solea

 ) ‘Gallic (shoe).’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





gal pal






noun






‹informal›

 a female friend.













Galsworthy, John

 
/ˈɡôlzˌwərT͟Hē/






(1867–1933), British novelist and playwright. He is noted for 
The Forsyte Saga

 (1906–28), a series of novels. Nobel Prize for Literature (1932).









Galton, Sir Francis

 
/ˈɡôltn/






(1822–1911), English scientist. He founded eugenics and introduced methods of measuring human mental and physical abilities. He also pioneered the use of fingerprints as a means of identification. He was a cousin of Charles Darwin.









galumph

 
/ɡəˈləmf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 move in a clumsy, ponderous, or noisy manner




•
 
she galumphed along beside him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
galumphing

 )
 
a galumphing tortoise.

















– origin

 1871 (in the sense ‘prance in triumph’): coined by Lewis Carroll in 
Through the Looking Glass

 ; perhaps a blend of gallop
 and triumph
 .





galv.






abbreviation




galvanic.














Galvani, Luigi

 
/ɡälˈvänē/






(1737–98), Italian anatomist. He is noted for his discovery of the twitching of frogs' legs in an electric field.









galvanic

 
/ɡalˈvanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving electric currents produced by chemical action.




2.
 
sudden and dramatic




•
 
hurry with awkward galvanic strides.














II.
 
derivatives





galvanically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
galvanique

 , from Galvani, Luigi
 .





galvanic skin response

 
galvanic skin reflex
 , GSR






noun




a change in the electrical resistance of the skin caused by emotional stress, measurable with a sensitive galvanometer, e.g., in lie-detector tests.













galvanism

 
/ˈɡalvəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 electricity produced by chemical action.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the therapeutic use of electric currents.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
galvanisme

 , from Galvani, Luigi
 .





galvanize

 
/ˈɡalvəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shock or excite (someone), typically into taking action




•
 
the urgency of his voice 
galvanized

 them 
into

 action.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
galvanized

 )
 — coat (iron or steel) with a protective layer of zinc




•
 
an old galvanized bucket.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
galvanization

 
/ˌɡalv(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌɡalvəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
galvanizer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘stimulate by electricity’): from French 
galvaniser

 (see Galvani, Luigi
 ).





galvanomagnetic

 
/ˌɡalvənōmaɡˈnetik, ɡalˈvanō-/






adjective




of or relating to the production of an electromagnetic field within a conductor or semiconductor through which a current is flowing.













galvanometer

 
/ˌɡalvəˈnämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for detecting and measuring small electric currents.








II.
 
derivatives





galvanometric

 
/ˌɡalv(ə)nəˈmetrik /






adjective





















galvanoscope

 
/ˈɡalvənəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a galvanometer that works by measuring the deflection of a needle in the magnetic field induced by the electric current.








II.
 
derivatives





galvanoscopic

 
/ˌɡalvənəˈskäpik /






adjective





















Galveston

 
/ˈɡalvəstən/






a port in southeastern Texas, southeast of Houston; pop. 57,086 (est. 2008). It is situated on Galveston Bay, an inlet of the Gulf of Mexico.









Galway

 
/ˈɡôlwā/





I.
 
a county in the Republic of Ireland, on the western coast of Connacht Province.




II.
 
the county town of Galway, a seaport at the head of Galway Bay; pop. 72,414 (2006).









Galway Bay






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean on the western coast of Ireland.









gam1


 
/ɡam/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a leg, especially in reference to the shapeliness of a woman's leg.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably a variant of the heraldic term 
gamb

 , which denotes a charge representing an animal's leg, from Old Northern French 
gambe

 ‘leg.’





gam2


 
/ɡam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 a school of whales, porpoises, or dolphins.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 a social meeting or informal conversation (originally one among whalers at sea).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps from English dialect 
gam

 ‘game,’ or shortened from gammon
 3
 .





Gama, Vasco da






see da Gama, Vasco
 .









Gamay

 
/ɡaˈmā, ˈɡamā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape native to the Beaujolais district of France.




2.
 
a fruity red wine made from the Gamay grape.




3.
 
(also 
Gamay-Beaujolais

 )
 — a red wine with a fruity flavor.











– origin

 from the name of a hamlet in Burgundy, eastern France.





gamba

 
/ˈɡämbə, ˈɡam-/






noun




short for viola da gamba
 .













gambado1


 
/ɡamˈbāˌdō ɡamˈbäˌdō /

 
gambade





I.
 
noun




a leap or bound, especially an exaggerated one.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
gambada

 , from 
gamba

 ‘leg.’





gambado2


 
/ɡamˈbāˌdō ɡamˈbäˌdō/





I.
 
noun




a gaiter, typically one attached to a saddle to protect a rider's leg from the weather.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
gamba

 ‘leg’ + -ado
 .





Gambia

 
/ˈɡambēə/





I.
 
(also 
the Gambia

 )
 — a country on the coast of West Africa; pop. 1,778,100 (est. 2009); capital, Banjul; languages, English (official), Malinke and other indigenous languages, and Creole.

Gambia consists of a narrow strip of territory on either side of the Gambia River that forms an enclave in Senegal. It was created a British colony in 1843 and became a republic in 1970. It was an independent member of the Commonwealth from1965 to 2013.




II.
 
a river in West Africa that rises near Labé in Guinea and flows for 500 miles (800 km) through Senegal and Gambia to meet the Atlantic Ocean at Banjul.









Gambian

 
/ˈɡambēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Gambia or its people




•
 
accommodation for the visiting Gambian athletes.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Gambia




•
 
this nature reserve is very important for the Gambians.



















gambier

 
/ˈɡamˌbir /

 
gambir





I.
 
noun




an astringent extract of a tropical Asiatic plant, used in tanning.

[The chief source of gambier is the climber 
Uncaria gambier

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malay 
gambir

 , the name of the plant.





Gambier Islands

 
/ˈɡambir ˌīləndz/






a group of coral islands in the South Pacific Ocean, part of French Polynesia.









gambit

 
/ˈɡambət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in chess) an opening in which a player makes a sacrifice, typically of a pawn, for the sake of some compensating advantage.




2.
 
a device, action, or opening remark, typically one entailing a degree of risk, that is calculated to gain an advantage




•
 
his resignation was a tactical gambit.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally 
gambett

 , from Italian 
gambetto

 , literally ‘tripping up,’ from 
gamba

 ‘leg.’





gamble

 
/ˈɡambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play games of chance for money; bet




•
 
she was fond of 
gambling on

 cards and horses.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bet (a sum of money) on a game of chance




•
 
he was gambling every penny he had on the spin of a wheel.










3.
 
take risky action in the hope of a desired result


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the British could only gamble that something would turn up.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of gambling; an enterprise undertaken or attempted with a risk of loss and a chance of profit or success.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete 
gamel

 ‘play games,’ or from the verb game
 .





gambler

 
/ˈɡamblər/






noun




a person who gambles




•
 
a compulsive gambler.



















gamboge

 
/ɡamˈbōj ɡamˈbo͞oZH/





I.
 
noun




a gum resin produced by various eastern Asian trees, used as a yellow pigment and in medicine as a purgative.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (earlier in the Latin form): from modern Latin 
gambaugium

 , from Cambodia
 .





gambol

 
/ˈɡambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run or jump about playfully




•
 
the mare gamboled toward Connie.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of running or jumping about playfully.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
gambade

 , via French from Italian 
gambata

 ‘trip up,’ from 
gamba

 ‘leg.’






gambrel

 
/ˈɡambrəl /

 
gambrel roof





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roof with two sides, each of which has a shallower slope above a steeper one.




2.
 
a hip roof with a small gable forming the upper part of each end.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bent piece of wood or iron used by butchers to hang carcasses on’): from Old Northern French 
gamberel

 , from 
gambier

 ‘forked stick,’ from 
gambe

 ‘leg.’ The sense ‘hip roof’ (mid 19th cent.) is based on an earlier meaning ‘joint in the upper part of a horse's hind leg,’ the shape of which the roof resembles.






gambusia

 
/ɡamˈbyo͞oZHə/





I.
 
noun




another term for mosquitofish
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, alteration of American Spanish 
gambusino

 .






game

 
/ɡām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of play or sport, especially a competitive one played according to rules and decided by skill, strength, or luck.




2.
 
a complete episode or period of play, typically ending in a definite result




•
 
a baseball game.










3.
 
a single portion of play forming a scoring unit in a match, especially in tennis.




4.
 


[Bridge]

 a score of 100 points for tricks bid and made (the best of three games constituting a rubber).




5.
 
a person's performance in a game; a person's standard or method of play




•
 
he will attempt to raise his game to another level.










6.
 
(
games

 )
 — a meeting for sporting contests, especially track and field




•
 
the Olympic Games.










7.
 
(
games

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 sports and athletic activities as organized in a school.




8.
 
the equipment for a game, especially a board game or a computer game.




9.
 
a type of activity or business, especially when regarded as a game




•
 
this was a game of shuttle diplomacy at which I had become adept.










10.
 
a secret and clever plan or trick




•
 
I was on to his little game, but I didn't want him to know.










11.
 
wild mammals or birds hunted for sport or food.




12.
 
the flesh of mammals or birds, used as food.








II.
 
adjective




eager and willing to do something new or challenging




•
 
they were 
game for

 anything after the traumas of Monday.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — manipulate (a situation), typically in a way that is unfair or unscrupulous




•
 
it was very easy for a few big companies to 
game the system






•
 
politicians blamed electricity generators for gaming the market.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play video or computer games




•
 
the majority of the audience are teens who game and watch anime.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play games of chance for money; gamble




•
 
other Russians gamed at the tables in Monte Carlo.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
ahead of the game






ahead of one's competitors or peers in the same sphere of activity.









2.
 
at the top of one's game






see top
 1
 .









3.
 
beat someone at their own game






use someone's own methods to outdo them in their chosen activity.









4.
 
game over








‹informal›

 said when a situation is regarded as hopeless or irreversible.









5.
 
make (a) game of








‹archaic›

 mock; taunt.









6.
 
make a game of it








[Sports]

 make a contest more closely competitive.









7.
 
off (or on) one's game






playing badly (or well).









8.
 
the only game in town








‹informal›

 the best, the most important, or the only thing worth considering.









9.
 
play the game






behave in a fair or honorable way; abide by the rules or conventions.









10.
 
play games






deal with someone or something in a way that lacks due seriousness or respect




•
 
Don't 
play games with

 me!


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gameness

 
/ˈɡāmnəs /






noun













2.
 
gamester

 
/ˈɡāmstər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gamen

 ‘amusement, fun,’ 
gamenian

 ‘play, amuse oneself,’ of Germanic origin.





game bird






noun



1.
 
a bird hunted for sport or food.




2.
 
a bird of a large group that includes pheasants, grouse, quails, guineafowl, guans, etc.

[Order 
Galliformes

 : several families.]













game changer





I.
 
noun




an event, idea, or procedure that effects a significant shift in the current manner of doing or thinking about something




•
 
a potential game changer that could revitalize the entire US aerospace industry.














II.
 
derivatives





game-changing






adjective





















gamecock

 
/ˈɡāmkäk/






noun




a rooster bred and trained for cockfighting. Also called 
game fowl

 .













game engine






noun




the basic software of a computer game or video game.













game face






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a neutral or serious facial expression, as displayed by a sports player or gambler.













game fish

 
/ˈɡām ˌfiSH /

 
gamefish






noun




a fish caught by anglers for sport, especially (in fresh water) salmon and trout and (in the sea) billfish, shark, bass, and many members of the mackerel family.














gamekeeper

 
/ˈɡāmˌkēpər/





I.
 
noun




a person employed to breed and protect game, typically for a large estate.








II.
 
derivatives





gamekeeping

 
/-ˌkēpiNG /






noun





















gamelan

 
/ˈɡaməˌlan/





I.
 
noun




a traditional instrumental ensemble of Indonesia, typically including many bronze percussion instruments.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Javanese.





gamely

 
/ˈɡāmlē/






adverb




in a brave, spirited way




•
 
he battled gamely but was outclassed by his more experienced opponent




•
 
I scribbled madly, gamely trying to keep up.



















game misconduct






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 a punitive suspension of a player for the remainder of a game, with a substitution permitted.













gamepad

 
/ˈɡāmˌpad/






noun




a handheld controller for video games.













game plan

 
/ˈɡām ˌplan/






noun




a strategy worked out in advance, especially in sports, politics, or business.













gameplay

 
/ˈɡāmplā/






noun




the tactical aspects of a computer game, such as its plot and the way it is played, as distinct from the graphics and sound effects.













game point

 
/ˌɡām ˈpoint/






noun




(in tennis and other sports) a point that, if won by one contestant, will also win the game.













gamer

 
/ˈɡāmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who plays video games or participates in role-playing games.




•
 
every gamer has suffered from small-screen videos.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (especially in sports) a person known for consistently making a strong effort.




•
 
he's a gamer, always ready to go that extra mile.



















game room






noun




a room for relaxing or socializing in a house or public building, typically furnished with a pool table, Ping-Pong table, dart board, or other recreational amenities.













game show

 
/ˈɡām ˌSHō/






noun




a television program in which people compete to win prizes.













gamesmanship

 
/ˈɡāmzmənˌSHip/





I.
 
noun




the art of winning games by using various ploys and tactics to gain a psychological advantage.








II.
 
derivatives





gamesman






noun





















gamesome

 
/ˈɡāmsəm/





I.
 
adjective




playful and merry.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gamesomely






adverb













2.
 
gamesomeness






noun





















gametangium

 
/ˌɡaməˈtanjēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a specialized organ or cell in which gametes are formed in algae, ferns, and some other plants.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
gameta

 (see gamete
 ) + Greek 
angeion

 ‘vessel’ + -ium
 .






gamete

 
/ˈɡamˌēt ɡəˈmēt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a mature haploid male or female germ cell that is able to unite with another of the opposite sex in sexual reproduction to form a zygote.








II.
 
derivatives





gametic

 
/ɡəˈmetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
gameta

 , from Greek 
gametē

 ‘wife,’ 
gametēs

 ‘husband,’ from 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’






game theory

 
games theory






noun




the branch of mathematics concerned with the analysis of strategies for dealing with competitive situations where the outcome of a participant's choice of action depends critically on the actions of other participants. Game theory has been applied to contexts in war, business, and biology.

Compare with decision theory
 .













gameto-






combining form






[Biology]

 representing gamete
 .













gametocyte

 
/ɡəˈmēdəˌsīt/






noun






[Biology]

 a cell that divides (by meiosis) to form gametes.













gametogenesis

 
/ɡəˌmēdəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the process in which cells undergo meiosis to form gametes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gametogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective













2.
 
gametogeny

 
/ˌɡaməˈtäjənē /






noun





















gametophyte

 
/ɡəˈmēdəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in the life cycle of plants with alternating generations) the gamete-producing and usually haploid phase, producing the zygote from which the sporophyte arises. It is the dominant form in bryophytes.








II.
 
derivatives





gametophytic

 
/ɡəˌmētəˈfitik /






adjective





















game warden

 
/ɡām ˈwôrdn/






noun




a person who is employed to supervise game and hunting in a particular area.













gamification

 
/ˌɡāmifəˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the application of typical elements of game playing (e.g., point scoring, competition with others, rules of play) to other areas of activity, typically as an online marketing technique to encourage engagement with a product or service




•
 
gamification is exciting because it promises to make the hard stuff in life fun.














II.
 
derivatives





gamify






verb






















gamin

 
/ˈɡamən/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a street urchin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, originally an eastern dialect word, of unknown origin.





gamine

 
/ɡaˈmēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a girl with mischievous or boyish charm.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a female street urchin.








II.
 
adjective




characteristic of or relating to a girl with mischievous or boyish charm.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, feminine of 
gamin

 (see gamin
 ).





gaming

 
/ˈɡāmiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or practice of playing gambling games




•
 
gaming is evident everywhere in Las Vegas, not just on the Strip




•
 
US states are already moving to regulate online gaming




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
thousands of people flock to these gaming establishments every year.










2.
 
the action or practice of playing video games




•
 
I'm fourteen years old and enjoy gaming and playing baseball




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
smooth animations and tastefully designed graphics make for an effortless gaming experience.



















gaming house






noun






‹dated›

 a public building where gambling games are played; a casino.














gamma

 
/ˈɡamə/






noun



1.
 
the third letter of the Greek alphabet (
Γ

 , 
γ

 ), transliterated as ‘g.’

[The combinations γγ, γκ, and γχ are usually transliterated as ‘ng,’ ‘nc’ or ‘nk,’ and ‘nch’ or ‘nkh’.]




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the third in a series of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to gamma rays




•
 
gamma detector.










4.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Gamma

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the third (usually third-brightest) star in a constellation




•
 
Gamma Orionis.










5.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — 

[Physics]

 a unit of magnetic field strength equal to 10−5
 oersted.













gamma-aminobutyric acid

 
/ˈɡamə-əˌmēnōbyo͞oˈtirik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid that acts to inhibit the transmission of nerve impulses in the central nervous system.

[Chem. formula: H2
 NCH2
 CH2
 CH2
 COOH.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
gamma

 indicating the relative position of amino on the third carbon away from the acid group.





gamma globulin

 
/ˌɡamə ˈɡläbyələn/






noun




see globulin
 .














gamma-HCH





I.
 
noun




another term for lindane
 .











– origin

 
HCH

 from 
hexachlorocyclohexane

 .





gamma radiation

 
/ˈɡamə ˌrādēˈāSHən/






noun




gamma rays.













gamma rays






plural noun




penetrating electromagnetic radiation of a kind arising from the radioactive decay of atomic nuclei.














gammer

 
/ˈɡamər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an old countrywoman.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably a contraction of godmother
 ; see also gaffer
 .





gammon1


 
/ˈɡamən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
ham that has been cured or smoked like bacon.




2.
 
the bottom piece of a side of bacon, including a hind leg.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the haunch of a pig): from Old Northern French 
gambon

 , from 
gambe

 ‘leg.’






gammon2


 
/ˈɡamən/





I.
 
noun




a victory in backgammon (carrying a double score) in which the winner removes all their pieces before the loser has removed any.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat (a backgammon opponent) with a gammon.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: apparently from Old English 
gamen

 or 
gamenian

 (see game
 ), with survival of the 
-n

 ending.






gammon3


 
/ˈɡamən /

 

‹informal, dated›






I.
 
noun




nonsense; rubbish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hoax or deceive (someone).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: origin uncertain; the term was first used as criminals' slang in 
give gammon to

 ‘give cover to (a pickpocket)’ and 
keep in gammon

 ‘distract (a victim) for a pickpocket.’





gammy

 
/ˈɡamē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of part of a person's body, especially the leg) unable to function normally because of injury or chronic pain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘bad, false’): form of British dialect 
game

 in the same sense.





Gamow, George

 
/ˈɡamôf/






(1904–68), US physicist; born in Russia. A proponent of the Big Bang theory, he also suggested the triplet code of bases in DNA, which governs the synthesis of amino acids.









gamp

 
/ɡamp/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an umbrella, especially a large unwieldy one.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Mrs. 
Gamp

 , in Charles Dickens's 
Martin Chuzzlewit

 , who carried such an umbrella.





gamut

 
/ˈɡamət/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the gamut

 )


1.
 
the complete range or scope of something




•
 
the whole gamut of human emotion.










2.
 


[Music]

 a complete scale of musical notes; the compass or range of a voice or instrument.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a scale consisting of seven overlapping hexachords, containing all the recognized notes used in medieval music, covering almost three octaves from bass G to treble E.




4.
 


‹historical›

 the lowest note in the gamut scale.








II.
 
phrases





run the gamut






experience, display, or perform the complete range of something




•
 
wines that run the gamut from dry to sweet.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
gamma ut

 , originally the name of the lowest note in the medieval scale (bass G an octave and a half below middle C), then applied to the whole range of notes used in medieval music. The Greek letter Γ (gamma) was used for bass G, with 
ut

 indicating that it was the first note in the lowest of the hexachords or six-note scales (see solmization
 ).





gamy

 
/ˈɡāmē /

 
gamey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of meat) having the strong flavor or smell of game, especially when it is slightly tainted.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 racy; disreputable




•
 
gamy language.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gamily

 
/ˈɡāməlē /






adverb













2.
 
gaminess

 
/ˈɡāmēnəs /






noun





















ganache

 
/ɡəˈnaSH/





I.
 
noun




a whipped filling of chocolate and cream, used in desserts such as cakes and truffles.











– origin

 French.






Ganapati

 
/ˌɡənəˈpədē /

 

‹Hinduism›







another name for Ganesh
 .










Gäncä

 
/ɡänˈjä/






an industrial city in Azerbaijan; pop. 307,900 (est. 2008). The city was formerly called Elizavetpol 1804–1918 and Kirovabad 1935–89.

Russian name Gyandzhe
 .










Gand

 
/ɡän/






French name of Ghent
 .










Ganda

 
/ˈɡändə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an African people of the kingdom of Buganda, now forming part of Uganda.




2.
 
another term for Luganda
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ganda or their language.











– origin

 Luganda 
ganda

 stem denoting the Ganda language, country, people, etc., according to its prefix. Compare Baganda
 , Luganda
 , Muganda
 .






gander

 
/ˈɡandər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male goose.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a look or glance




•
 


take a gander at

 that luggage.







[from criminals' slang.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 look or glance at something




•
 
Paulie gandered at shelves full of coffee paraphernalia.

















– origin

 Old English 
gandra

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gander

 , also to gannet
 .





Gander

 
/ˈɡandər/






a town on the island of Newfoundland, on Lake Gander; pop. 9,951 (2006). Its airport served the first regular transatlantic flights during World War II.









Gandhi

 
/ˈɡändē/





I.
 
the name of a family of Indian political leaders, including:




II.
 


Indira

 (1917–84); prime minister 1966–77 and 1980–84. The daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru, she sought to establish a secular state and to lead India out of poverty. She was assassinated by her own Sikh bodyguards following prolonged religious disturbance.




III.
 


Rajiv

 (1944–91); prime minister 1984–89. The eldest son of Indira, he became prime minister after his mother's assassination. His premiership was marked by continuing unrest, and he was assassinated during an election campaign. His widow, 
Sonia

 (1946–), born in Italy, entered the political arena in 1998 and was elected head of the Congress Party, leading the party to victory in the 2004 elections.









Gandhi, Mahatma






(1869–1948), Indian nationalist and spiritual leader; full name 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

 . Prominent in the opposition to British rule in India, he pursued a policy of nonviolent civil disobedience. Although he never held government office, he was regarded as the country's supreme political and spiritual leader. Gandhi was assassinated by a Hindu following his agreement to the creation of the state of Pakistan.









Gandhinagar

 
/ˌɡəndiˈnəɡər/






a city in western India, capital of the state of Gujarat; pop. 271,300 (est. 2009).









G and T

 
G & T






noun




a drink of gin and tonic.













gandy dancer

 
/ˈɡandē ˌdansər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a track maintenance worker on a railroad.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





ganef

 
/ˈɡänəf/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a variant spelling of gonif
 .














Ganesh

 
/ɡəˈnāSH /

 

‹Hinduism›


 
Ganesha





I.
 
an elephant-headed deity, son of Shiva and Parvati. Worshiped as the remover of obstacles and patron of learning, he is usually depicted colored red, with a potbelly and one broken tusk, riding a rat.

Also called Ganapati
 .







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Gaṇeśa

 ‘lord of the ganas’ (Shiva's attendants).






gang1


 
/ɡaNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organized group of criminals.




2.
 
a group of young people involved in petty crime or violence.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a group of people, especially young people, who regularly associate together.




4.
 
an organized group of people doing manual work




•
 
ninety days of hard labor on the road gang.










5.
 
a set of switches, sockets, or other electrical or mechanical devices grouped together.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
gang together

 )
 — (of a number of people) form a group or gang




•
 
the smaller supermarket chains are ganging together to beat the big boys.










2.
 
(
gang up

 )
 — (of a number of people) join together, typically in order to intimidate someone




•
 
he is being unfairly 
ganged up on

 .










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange (electrical devices or machines) together to work in coordination.











– origin

 Old English, from Old Norse 
gangr

 , 
ganga

 ‘gait, course, going,’ of Germanic origin; related to gang
 2
 . The original meaning was ‘going, a journey,’ later in Middle English ‘a way, passage,’ also ‘set of things or people that go together.’






gang2


 
/ɡaNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Scottish)

 go; proceed




•
 
gang to your bed, lass.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





gang agley






(of a plan) go wrong.

[1786: from Robert Burns's ‘The best laid schemes o' Mice an' Men, Gang aft agley’ (
Poems and Songs

 ).]















– origin

 Old English 
gangan

 , of Germanic origin; related to go
 1
 .






Ganga

 
/ˈɡəNGɡə/






Hindi name for Ganges
 .









gangbang

 
/ˈɡaNGˌbaNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
the successive rape of one person by a group of other people.




2.
 
a sexual orgy involving changes of partner.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an instance of violence involving members of a criminal gang.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a group of people) rape (someone).




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
gangbanging

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the violent activities of a criminal gang.








III.
 
derivatives





gangbanger






noun





















gangbuster

 
/ˈɡaNGˌbəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a police officer or other person who takes part in breaking up criminal gangs.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 very successful, especially commercially




•
 
the restaurant did a gangbuster business.














II.
 
phrases





go (or like) gangbusters








(N. Amer.)

 used to refer to great vigor, speed, or success




•
 
the real estate market was going gangbusters




•
 
it's growing like gangbusters.























ganger

 
/ˈɡaNGər/






noun






(Brit.)

 the foreman of a gang of laborers.














Ganges

 
/ˈɡanjēz/





I.
 
a river in northern India and Bangladesh that rises in the Himalayas and flows southwest for about 1,678 miles (2,700 km) to the Bay of Bengal, where it forms the world's largest delta. The river is regarded by Hindus as sacred.

Hindi name Ganga
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Gangetic

 
/ɡanˈjetik /






adjective





















gangland

 
/ˈɡaNGˌland/






noun




the world of criminal gangs


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he was the victim of a gangland killing.



















gangle

 
/ˈɡaNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move ungracefully.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: back-formation from gangling
 .






gangling

 
/ˈɡaNGɡliNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) tall, thin, and awkward in movements or bearing.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the verb gang
 2
 + -le
 4
 + -ing
 2
 .






ganglion

 
/ˈɡaNGɡlēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a structure containing a number of nerve cell bodies, typically linked by synapses, and often forming a swelling on a nerve fiber.




2.
 
a network of cells forming a nerve center in the nervous system of an invertebrate.




3.
 
a well-defined mass of gray matter within the central nervous system.

See also basal ganglia
 .




4.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal benign swelling on a tendon sheath.








II.
 
derivatives





ganglionic

 
/ˌɡaNGɡlēˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
ganglion

 ‘tumor on or near sinews or tendons,’ used by Galen to denote the complex nerve centers.





ganglioside

 
/ˈɡaNGɡlēəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of complex lipids that are present in the gray matter of the human brain.











– origin

 1940s: from ganglion
 + 
-oside

 (see -ose
 2
 , -ide
 ).





gangly

 
/ˈɡaNGɡlē/






adjective




another term for gangling
 .













Gang of Four






(in China) a group of four associates, including Mao Zedong's wife, involved in implementing the Cultural Revolution. They were among the groups competing for power on Mao's death in 1976, but were arrested and imprisoned.









gangplank

 
/ˈɡaNGˌplaNGk/






noun




a movable plank used as a ramp to board or disembark from a ship or boat.













gangplow

 
/ˈɡaNGˌplou/






noun




a type of plow with several blades for turning two or more furrows at one time.













gang rape





I.
 
noun




the rape of one person by a group of other people.








II.
 
derivatives





gang-rape

 
/ˈɡaNG ˌrāp /






verb





















gangrene

 
/ˈɡaNGɡrēn ɡaNGˈɡrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 localized death and decomposition of body tissue, resulting from either obstructed circulation or bacterial infection.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become affected with gangrene.








III.
 
derivatives





gangrenous

 
/ˈɡaNGɡrənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Latin 
gangraena

 , from Greek 
gangraina

 .





gangsta

 
/ˈɡaNGstə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a gang member.




2.
 
(also 
gangsta rap

 )
 — a type of rap music featuring aggressive lyrics, often with reference to gang violence.











– origin

 1980s: alteration of gangster
 .






gangster

 
/ˈɡaNGstər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a gang of violent criminals.








II.
 
derivatives





gangsterism

 
/ˈɡaNGɡstəˌrizəm /






noun





















Gangtok

 
/ˈɡəNGˌtôk/






a city in northern India, in the foothills of the Kanchenjunga Mountains, capital of the state of Sikkim; pop. 32,500 (est. 2009).










gangue

 
/ɡaNG/





I.
 
noun




the commercially valueless material in which ore is found.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from German 
Gang

 ‘course, lode’; related to gang
 1
 .





gangway





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈɡaNGwā /



1.
 
a raised platform or walkway providing a passage.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a passage between rows of seats, especially in a theater or aircraft.




3.
 
a movable bridge linking a ship to the shore.




4.
 
an opening in the bulwarks by which a ship is entered or left.




5.
 
a temporary arrangement of planks for crossing muddy or difficult ground on a building site.








II.
 
exclamation

 — 
/ˈɡaNGwā /



1.
 
make way!; get out of the way!













ganister

 
/ˈɡanəstər/





I.
 
noun




a close-grained, hard siliceous rock, or a similar synthetic product, used especially for lining furnaces.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





ganja

 
/ˈɡanjə ˈɡänjə/





I.
 
noun




marijuana.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
gāṁjā

 .






gannet

 
/ˈɡanət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large seabird with mainly white plumage, known for catching fish by plunge-diving.

[Genus 
Morus

 (or 
Sula

 ), family 
Sulidae

 : three species, in particular the 
northern gannet

 (
M. bassanus

 ) of the North Atlantic (also called solan goose
 ).]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a greedy person.











– origin

 Old English 
ganot

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gent

 ‘gander,’ also to gander
 .





gannetry

 
/ˈɡanətrē/






noun




a breeding colony of gannets, usually on an isolated rock.














ganoid

 
/ˈɡanoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of fish scales) hard and bony with a shiny enamellike surface.

Compare with ctenoid
 and placoid
 .




2.
 
(of a fish) having ganoid scales.








II.
 
noun




a primitive fish that has ganoid scales, e.g., a bichir, sturgeon, or freshwater garfish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
ganoïde

 , from Greek 
ganos

 ‘brightness.’






Gansu

 
/ˌɡänˈso͞o /

 
Kansu






a province in northwestern central China; capital, Lanzhou. This narrow, mountainous province forms a corridor through which the Silk Road passed.









gantry

 
/ˈɡantrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bridgelike overhead structure with a platform supporting equipment such as a crane, railroad signals, lights, or cameras.




2.
 
a movable framework for supporting and servicing a rocket prior to launching.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a wooden stand for barrels): probably from dialect 
gawn

 (contraction of gallon
 ) + tree
 .





Gantt chart

 
/ˈɡant ˌCHärt/





I.
 
noun




a chart in which a series of horizontal lines shows the amount of work done or production completed in certain periods of time in relation to the amount planned for those periods.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Henry L. 
Gantt

 (1861–1919), American management consultant.






Ganymede

 
/ˈɡanəˌmēd/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a Trojan youth who was so beautiful that he was carried off by Zeus to be the cupbearer for the Olympic gods.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 one of the Galilean moons of Jupiter, the seventh closest satellite to the planet and the largest satellite in the solar system with a diameter of 3,268 miles (5,260 km).









ganzfeld

 
/ˈɡänzˌfeld, ˈɡans-/





I.
 
noun




a technique of controlled sensory input used in parapsychology with the aim of improving results in tests of telepathy and other paranormal phenomena.











– origin

 1950s (in sense ‘empty field of vision’): from German, literally ‘whole field.’





GAO






abbreviation




Government Accountability Office, a body that undertakes investigations for Congress.














gap

 
/ɡap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a break or hole in an object or between two objects




•
 
he came through the gap in the hedge.










2.
 
a pass or way through a range of hills.




3.
 
an unfilled space or interval; a break in continuity




•
 
there are many gaps in our understanding of what happened.










4.
 
a difference, especially an undesirable one, between two views or situations




•
 
the media were 
bridging the gap

 between government and people.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gapped






adjective













2.
 
gappy

 
/ˈɡapē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse, ‘chasm’; related to gape
 .





GAPA






abbreviation




ground-to-air pilotless aircraft.














gape

 
/ɡāp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stare with one's mouth open wide, typically in amazement or wonder




•
 
they 
gaped at

 her as if she were an alien.










2.
 
be or become wide open


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
a large duffel bag gaped open by her feet.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a wide opening or breach




•
 
a gape of the jaws.










2.
 
an open-mouthed stare




•
 
she climbed into her sports car to the gapes of passersby.










3.
 
a widely open mouth or beak




•
 
juvenile birds with yellow gapes.










4.
 
(
the gapes

 )
 — a disease of birds with gaping of the mouth as a symptom, caused by infestation with gapeworm.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
gapa

 ; related to gap
 .





gaper

 
/ˈɡāpər/






noun



1.
 
a person who stares, typically in amazement or wonder.




2.
 
a burrowing bivalve mollusk, the shell valves of which have an opening at one or both ends.

[Genus 
Mya

 , family 
Myidae

 .]













gapeworm

 
/ˈɡāpwərm/






noun




a parasitic nematode worm that infests the trachea and bronchi of birds, causing the gapes.

[
Syngamus trachea

 , class 
Phasmida

 .]













gaping

 
/ˈɡāpiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a hole, wound, etc.) wide open




•
 
there was a gaping hole in the wall.














II.
 
derivatives





gapingly

 
/ˈɡāpiNGlē /






adverb





















gapping

 
/ˈɡapiNG/






noun






[Grammar]

 the omission of a verb in the second of two coordinate clauses, as in 
I went by bus and Mary by car

 .













gap-toothed

 
/ˈɡap ˈˌto͞oTHt/






adjective




having or showing gaps between the teeth.













gap year

 
//






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a period, typically an academic year, taken by a student as a break between secondary school and higher education.














gar

 
/ɡär/





I.
 
noun




the freshwater garfish of North America.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: abbreviation.





garage

 
/ɡəˈräZH ɡəˈräj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building or shed for housing a motor vehicle or vehicles.




2.
 
an establishment that provides services and repairs for motor vehicles.




3.
 
(also 
garage rock

 )
 — a style of unpolished energetic rock music associated with suburban amateur bands


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
garage band.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put or keep (a motor vehicle) in a garage.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
garer

 ‘to shelter.’





garage sale

 
/ɡəˈräZH sāl/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sale of miscellaneous household goods, often held in the garage or front yard of someone's house.













garam masala

 
/ˌɡärəm məˈsälə/





I.
 
noun




a spice mixture used in Indian cooking.











– origin

 from Urdu 
garam maṣālaḥ

 , from 
garam

 ‘hot, pungent’ + 
maṣālaḥ

 ‘spice.’





Garamond

 
/ˈɡerəˌmänd/





I.
 
noun




a typeface much used in books.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Claude 
Garamond

 (1499–1561), French type founder.





garb1


 
/ɡärb/





I.
 
noun




clothing or dress, especially of a distinctive or special kind




•
 
the black and brown garb of a Franciscan friar.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be garbed

 )


1.
 
dress in distinctive clothes




•
 
she was 
garbed in

 Indian shawls.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French from Italian 
garbo

 ‘elegance,’ of Germanic origin; related to gear
 .





garb2


 
/ɡärb/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a sheaf of wheat.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old Northern French 
garbe

 ; compare with French 
gerbe

 .






garbage

 
/ˈɡärbij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 wasted or spoiled food and other refuse, as from a kitchen or household.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a thing that is considered worthless or meaningless




•
 
a store full of overpriced garbage.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Computing]

 unwanted data in a computer's memory.








II.
 
phrases





garbage in, garbage out






(abbr.: 
GIGO

 )
 — used to express the idea that in computing and other spheres, incorrect or poor quality input will always produce faulty output.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘offal’): from Anglo-Norman French, of unknown ultimate origin.






garbage can

 
/ˈɡärbij ˌkan /

 
garbage bin






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a container, typically plastic or metal, for household refuse.













garbage chute






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a chute in a high-rise building for conveying domestic refuse from upper floors to a collection point at the bottom




•
 
some owners try to force bags that are too large down the garbage chute.



















garbage collection





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the action or process of collecting refuse for disposal




•
 
municipal garbage collection in the neighborhood is inadequate.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Computing]

 the automatic process of freeing up space in a computer's memory by removing data that is no longer required or in use


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the easiest way to determine if our application is burning through memory is to examine the garbage collection logs.














II.
 
derivatives





garbage collector






noun





















garbage collector






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person employed to cart away household trash and garbage.













garbage disposal






noun



1.
 
(also 
garbage disposal unit

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 an electrically operated device fitted to the waste pipe of a kitchen sink for grinding up food waste




•
 
don't put the potato skins down the garbage disposal.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the disposal of household refuse




•
 
residents pay for garbage disposal in two ways under the “Pay-As-You-Throw” program.



















garbage man






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a man employed to take away household garbage.













garbage truck






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a vehicle used for collecting household refuse




•
 
the rumbling of a garbage truck awoke me.




















garbanzo

 
/ɡärˈbänzō /

 
garbanzo bean





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a chickpea.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Spanish.





garble

 
/ˈɡärbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reproduce (a message, sound, or transmission) in a confused and distorted way




•
 
the connection was awful and kept garbling his voice




•
 (as 
adj.

 
garbled

 )
 
I got a garbled set of directions.














II.
 
noun




a garbled account or transmission.








III.
 
derivatives





garbler

 
/-b(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘sift out, cleanse’): from Anglo-Latin and Italian 
garbellare

 , from Arabic 
ġarbala

 ‘sift,’ perhaps from late Latin 
cribellare

 ‘to sieve,’ from Latin 
cribrum

 ‘sieve.’





Garbo, Greta

 
/ˈɡärˌbō/






(1905–90), US actress; born in Sweden; born 
Greta Gustafsson

 . Notable movies: 
Anna Christie

 (1930), 
Mata Hari

 (1931), and 
Anna Karenina

 (1935). After her retirement in 1941, she lived as a recluse.









garboard

 
/ˈɡärbôrd /

 
garboard strake





I.
 
noun




the first range of planks or plates laid on a ship's bottom next to the keel.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
gaarboord

 , perhaps from 
garen

 ‘gather’ + 
boord

 ‘board.’





garbology

 
/ɡärˈbäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of a community or culture by analyzing its waste.








II.
 
derivatives





garbologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from garbage
 + -logy
 .





Garcia, Jerry

 
/ɡärˈsēə/






(1942–95), US rock singer and guitarist; full name 
Jerome John Garcia

 . He was the central figure of the Grateful Dead, a group formed 
c.

 1966. Mixing psychedelic rock with country and blues influences in lengthy improvisations, the band toured extensively until Garcia's death.









García Lorca

 
/ɡärˌsēə ˈlôrkə/






see Lorca, Federico García
 .










García Márquez, Gabriel

 
/ɡärˈsēə ˈmärkes/






(1927–14), Colombian novelist; full name 
Gabriel José de la Concordia García Márquez

 . His works include 
One Hundred Years of Solitude

 (1967), a classic example of magic realism, and 
Love in the Time of Cholera

 (1985). Nobel Prize for Literature (1982).









garçon

 
/ɡärˈsän/





I.
 
noun




a waiter in a French restaurant or hotel.











– origin

 French, literally ‘boy.’





garçonnière

 
/ˌɡärsənˈyer/





I.
 
noun




a bachelor's apartment.











– origin

 French, from 
garçon

 ‘boy.’





Garda

 
/ˈɡärdə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the state police force of the Irish Republic.




2.
 
(
pl.

 Gardai )
 — a member of the Irish police force.











– origin

 from Irish 
Garda Síochána

 ‘Civic Guard.’





Garda, Lake

 
/ˈɡärdə/






a lake in northeastern Italy that lies between Lombardy and Venetia.










garden

 
/ˈɡärdn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of ground, often near a house, used for growing flowers, fruit, or vegetables.




2.
 
(
gardens

 )
 — ornamental grounds laid out for public enjoyment and recreation




•
 
botanical gardens.










3.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a large public hall




•
 
Madison Square Garden.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cultivate or work in a garden.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
gardin

 , variant of Old French 
jardin

 , of Germanic origin; related to yard
 2
 .





Gardena

 
/ɡärˈdēnə/






a city in southwestern California, south of Los Angeles; pop. 58,554 (est. 2008).









garden apartment






noun



1.
 
a low-rise apartment complex with landscaped gardens or lawns.




2.
 
a ground-floor unit of an apartment building, with access to a garden or lawn.













Garden City





I.
 
a city in southwestern Kansas, on the Arkansas River; pop. 28,557 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a commercial village in the town of Hempstead on Long Island in New York; pop. 22,275 (est. 2008).









garden cress

 
/ˈɡärdn kres/






noun




a type of cress that is usually grown as a sprouting vegetable, often mixed with sprouting mustard, and used in salads.

[
Lepidium sativum

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













garden eel






noun




an eel of warm seas that lives in a community or “garden.” Each individual occupies a burrow from which its head and foreparts protrude, enabling it to catch passing food.

[Several genera and species, family 
Congridae

 .]













gardener

 
/ˈɡärdnər/





I.
 
noun




a person who tends and cultivates a garden as a pastime or for a living




•
 
a part-time gardener and handyman




•
 
she's an avid gardener.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gardinier

 , from 
gardin

 (see garden
 ).





garden-fresh






adjective




(of produce) very fresh; just picked




•
 
a salad of garden-fresh greens.



















Garden Grove






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 165,796 (est. 2008).









gardenia

 
/ɡärˈdēnyə/





I.
 
noun




a tree or shrub of the bedstraw family, with large fragrant white or yellow flowers. Native to warm climates, it is widely cultivated.

[Genus 
Gardenia

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species, in particular the Cape jasmine.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named in honor of Dr. Alexander 
Garden

 (1730–91), Scottish naturalist.





gardening

 
/ˈɡärd(ə)niNG/






noun




the activity of tending and cultivating a garden, especially as a pastime.













garden party

 
/ˈɡärdn ˈpärdē/






noun




a social event held outdoors on a lawn or in a garden.













Garden State






a nickname for the state of New Jersey
 .









garden-variety

 
/ˈɡärdn vəˈrīədē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 of the usual or ordinary type; commonplace




•
 
they are your everyday, garden-variety Americans.



















garden warbler






noun




a migratory Eurasian songbird with drab plumage, frequenting woodlands.

[
Sylvia borin

 , family 
Sylviidae

 .]














garderobe

 
/ˈɡärdrōb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lavatory in a medieval building.




2.
 
a wardrobe or small storeroom, especially in a medieval building.











– origin

 late Middle English: French, from 
garder

 ‘to keep’ + 
robe

 ‘robe, dress’; compare with wardrobe
 .





Gardner, Ava

 
/ˈɡärdnər/






(1922–90), US actress; full name 
Ava Lavinia Gardner

 . Notable movies: 
The Killers

 (1946), 
Bhowani Junction

 (1956), and 
The Night of the Iguana

 (1964).









Gardner, Erle Stanley






(1899–1970), US novelist and short-story writer. He practiced as a defense lawyer before writing novels that feature lawyer-detective Perry Mason.









Garfield, James Abram

 
/ˈɡärˌfēld/






(1831–81), 20th president of the US March–September 1881. He fought for the Union during the Civil War, resigning his command to enter Congress as a Republican. He served in the US House of Representatives 1863–80. Although his presidency was shortened by an assassin, his battle against corruption succeeded in breaking the stronghold of New York senator Roscoe Conkling (1829–88) over the New York Customs House—the US's principal port of entry.










garfish

 
/ˈɡärˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of long, slender fish with elongated beaklike jaws containing sharply pointed teeth.

[● a marine fish (family 
Belonidae

 , in particular the common European 
Belone belone

 ; also called needlefish
 or garpike
 ). ● a freshwater fish (family 
Lepisosteidae

 and genus 
Lepisosteus

 ; also called gar
 or garpike
 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: apparently from Old English 
gār

 ‘spear’ + fish
 1
 .





garganey

 
/ˈɡärɡənē/





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian duck, the male of which has a dark brown head with a white stripe from the eye to the neck.

[
Anas querquedula

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian dialect 
garganei

 , of imitative origin.





gargantua

 
/ɡärˈɡan(t)SHo͞oə/






noun




a person of great size; a giant.













gargantuan

 
/ɡärˈɡan(t)SH(o͞o)ən/





I.
 
adjective




enormous




•
 
a gargantuan appetite.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
Gargantua

 , the name of a voracious giant in Rabelais' book of the same name (1534), + -an
 .





garget

 
/ˈɡärɡət/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of a cow's or ewe's udder.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps a special use of Old French 
gargate

 ‘throat’; related to gargoyle
 . The term was used earlier to denote inflammation of the throat in cattle.





gargle

 
/ˈɡärɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash one's mouth and throat with a liquid kept in motion by exhaling through it




•
 
instruct patients to gargle with warm water.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance or the sound of gargling




•
 
a swig and gargle of mouthwash.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a liquid used for gargling.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
gargouiller

 ‘gurgle, bubble,’ from 
gargouille

 ‘throat’ (see gargoyle
 ).






gargoyle

 
/ˈɡärˌɡoil/





I.
 
noun




a grotesque carved human or animal face or figure projecting from the gutter of a building, typically acting as a spout to carry water clear of a wall.








II.
 
derivatives





gargoyled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gargouille

 ‘throat,’ also ‘gargoyle’ (because of the water passing through the throat and mouth of the figure); related to Greek 
gargarizein

 ‘to gargle’ (imitating the sounds made in the throat).





gargoylism

 
/ˈɡärɡoiˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




former term for Hurler's syndrome
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from gargoyle
 (because the deformities that characterize the syndrome were thought to resemble Gothic gargoyles) + -ism
 .





garibaldi

 
/ˌɡerəˈbôldē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's or children's loose blouse, originally bright red in imitation of the shirts worn by Garibaldi and his followers.




2.
 
a small bright orange marine fish found off California.

[
Hypsypops rubicundus

 , family 
Pomacentridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after G. 
Garibaldi

 (see Garibaldi, Giuseppe
 ).






Garibaldi, Giuseppe

 
/ˌɡarəˈbôldē/






(1807–82), Italian patriot and military leader of the Risorgimento (unification of Italy). With his volunteer force of “Red Shirts,” he captured Sicily and southern Italy from the Bourbons in 1860–61, thereby playing a key role in the establishment of a united kingdom of Italy.









garish

 
/ˈɡeriSH/





I.
 
adjective




obtrusively bright and showy; lurid




•
 
garish shirts in all sorts of colors.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
garishly

 
/ˈɡerəSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
garishness

 
/ˈɡeriSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





garland

 
/ˈɡärlənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wreath of flowers and leaves, worn on the head or hung as a decoration.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a prize or distinction.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a literary anthology or miscellany.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adorn or crown with a garland




•
 
they were garlanded with flowers.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
garlande

 , of unknown origin.





Garland

 
/ˈɡärlənd/






a city in northeastern Texas, northeast of Dallas; pop. 218,577 (est. 2008).









Garland, Judy






(1922–69), US singer and actress; born 
Frances Gumm

 . Her best known movie role was as Dorothy in 
The Wizard of Oz

 (1939). Other notable movies: 
Meet Me in St. Louis

 (1944) and 
A Star is Born

 (1954).









garlic

 
/ˈɡärlik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong-smelling pungent-tasting bulb, used as a flavoring in cooking and in herbal medicine.




2.
 
the plant, closely related to the onion, that produces this bulb.

[
Allium sativum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





garlicky

 
/ˈɡärlikē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gārlēac

 , from 
gār

 ‘spear’ (because the shape of a clove resembles the head of a spear) + 
lēac

 ‘leek.’






garlic chives






plural noun




another term for Chinese chives
 .













garlic mustard






noun




a European mustard plant with medicinal and culinary uses that is also an aggressive woodland invader in most of the eastern US.

[
Alliaria petiolata

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













garlic press






noun




a handheld device for crushing cloves of garlic through a sievelike receptacle.













garment

 
/ˈɡärmənt/





I.
 
noun




an item of clothing.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
garnement

 ‘equipment,’ from 
garnir

 ‘equip’ (see garnish
 ).





garment bag






noun




a large zippered bag incorporating a hanger on which garments may be hung to prevent wrinkling during travel or storage.













Garmo, Mount

 
/ˈɡärˌmō/






former name (until 1933) of Ismail Samani Peak
 .









Garnacha

 
/ˌɡärˈnäCHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown in Spain.




2.
 
a red or rosé wine made from Garnacha grapes.











– origin

 Spanish, from Italian 
vernaccia

 (see vernaccia
 ). The grape is known in France and elsewhere as Grenache
 .





garner

 
/ˈɡärnər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather or collect (something, especially information or approval)




•
 
the police struggled to garner sufficient evidence.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 store; deposit




•
 
the crop was ready to be reaped and garnered.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a storehouse; a granary.











– origin

 Middle English (originally as a noun meaning ‘granary’): from Old French 
gernier

 , from Latin 
granarium

 ‘granary,’ from 
granum

 ‘grain.’





Garner, Errol

 
/ˈɡärnər/






(1923–77), US jazz pianist and composer; full name 
Errol Louis Garner

 . He formed his own trio and also recorded with Charlie Parker. Noted for an exuberant style, he wrote many songs, including 
“Misty.”











Garner, John Nance






(1868–1967) US vice president 1933–41; known as 
Cactus Jack

 . A member of the US House of Representatives from Texas 1903–33, he served as speaker from 1931 until 1933.









garnet

 
/ˈɡärnət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious stone consisting of a deep red vitreous silicate mineral.




2.
 


[Mineralogy]

 any of a class of silicate minerals including this, which belong to the cubic system and have the general chemical formula A3
 B2
 (SiO4
 )3
 (A and B being respectively divalent and trivalent metals).











– origin

 Middle English: probably via Middle Dutch from Old French 
grenat

 , from medieval Latin 
granatus

 , perhaps from 
granatum

 (see pomegranate
 ), because the garnet is similar in color to the pulp of the fruit.





garnierite

 
/ˈɡärnēəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a bright green amorphous mineral consisting of a hydrated silicate of nickel and magnesium.











– origin

 1875: named after Jules 
Garnier

 (1839–1904), French geologist.






garnish

 
/ˈɡärniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate or embellish (something, especially food)




•
 
salad garnished with an orange slice.










2.
 


[Law]

 serve with a garnishment.




3.
 
seize (money, especially part of a person's salary) to settle a debt or claim




•
 
the IRS garnished his earnings.














II.
 
noun




a decoration or embellishment for something, especially food.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘equip, arm’): from Old French 
garnir

 , probably of Germanic origin and related to warn
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the late 17th cent.





garnishee

 
/ˌɡärniˈSHē /

 

‹Law›






I.
 
noun




a third party who is served notice by a court to surrender money in settlement of a debt or claim


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a garnishee order.














II.
 
verb




another term for garnish
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).













garnishment

 
/ˈɡärniSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
a decoration or embellishment.




2.
 


[Law]

 a court order directing that money or property of a third party (usually wages paid by an employer) be seized to satisfy a debt owed by a debtor to a plaintiff creditor.













garniture

 
/ˈɡärnəCHər/





I.
 
noun




a set of decorative accessories, in particular vases.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from 
garnir

 ‘to garnish.’





Garonne

 
/ɡəˈrän ɡəˈrôn/






a river in southwestern France that rises in the Pyrenees Mountains and flows northwest for 400 miles (645 km) through Toulouse and Bordeaux to join the Dordogne River at the Gironde estuary.









garpike

 
/ˈɡärpīk/





I.
 
noun




another term for garfish
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from gar
 + pike
 1
 .





garret

 
/ˈɡerət/





I.
 
noun




a top-floor or attic room, especially a small dismal one (traditionally inhabited by an artist).











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘watchtower’): from Old French 
garite

 , from 
garir

 (see garrison
 ).





Garrick, David

 
/ˈɡarik/






(1717–79), English actor and playwright. A versatile actor, he managed the Drury Lane Theatre.










garrison

 
/ˈɡerəsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the troops stationed in a fortress or town to defend it.




2.
 
the building occupied by troops stationed in a town to defend it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a place) with a body of troops




•
 
troops are garrisoned in the various territories.










2.
 
station (troops) in a particular place




•
 
army regiments were garrisoned in Ireland.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘safety, means of protection’): from Old French 
garison

 , from 
garir

 ‘defend, provide,’ of Germanic origin.





Garrison, William Lloyd

 
/ˈɡarəsən/






(1805–79) US social reformer and voice of New England abolitionism. He published 
The Liberator

 1831–65 and was a founder of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833.









garrison cap






noun






(US)

 a cap without a brim, especially one worn as part of a military uniform.













garrison town






noun




a town that has troops permanently stationed in it.













garron

 
/ˈɡarən/





I.
 
noun




a small, sturdy workhorse of a breed originating in Ireland and Scotland.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
gearran

 , Irish 
gearrán

 .





garrote

 
/ɡəˈrät ɡəˈrōt /

 
garrotte
 , garotte





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill (someone) by strangulation, typically with an iron collar or a length of wire or cord




•
 
he had been garroted with piano wire.














II.
 
noun




a wire, cord, or apparatus used to strangle someone.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from Spanish, ‘a cudgel, a garrote,’ perhaps of Celtic origin.





garrulity

 
/ɡəˈro͞olədē/






noun




excessive talkativeness, especially on trivial matters




•
 
the character's comic garrulity.



















garrulous

 
/ˈɡer(y)ələs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively talkative, especially on trivial matters




•
 
Polonius is portrayed as a foolish, garrulous old man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
garrulously

 
/ˈɡer(y)ələslē /






adverb













2.
 
garrulousness

 
/ˈɡer(y)ələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
garrulus

 (from 
garrire

 ‘to chatter, prattle’) + -ous
 .





Garson, Greer

 
/ˈɡärsən/






(1904–96), US actress; born in Ireland; full name 
Eileen Evelyn Greer Garson

 . She starred in movies such as 
Mrs. Miniver

 (1942), 
Adventure

 (1945), and 
Sunrise at Campobello

 (1960).









garter

 
/ˈɡärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a band worn around the leg to keep up a stocking or sock.




2.
 
a band worn on the arm to keep a shirtsleeve up.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a suspender for a sock or stocking.




4.
 
(
the Garter

 )
 — short for Order of the Garter
 .




5.
 
the badge or membership of the Order of the Garter.








II.
 
derivatives





gartered






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gartier

 , from 
garet

 ‘bend of the knee, calf of the leg,’ probably of Celtic origin.





garter belt

 
/ˈɡärdər belt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a belt with attached garters or fasteners, worn as an undergarment to hold up stockings.













garter snake

 
/ˈɡärdər snāk/






noun



1.
 
a common, harmless North American snake that typically has well-defined longitudinal stripes and favors damp habitats. It is occasionally kept as a pet.

[Genus 
Thamnophis

 , family 
Colubridae

 : several species, in particular 
T. sirtalis

 .]




2.
 
a venomous burrowing African snake that is typically dark with lighter bands.

[Genus 
Elapsoidea

 , family 
Elapidae

 : several species.]













garter stitch

 
/ˈɡärdər stiCH/






noun




knitting in which all of the rows are knitted in knit (plain) stitch, rather than alternating with purl rows.













garth

 
/ɡärTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 an open space surrounded by cloisters.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a yard or garden.











– origin

 Middle English (also, in early use, denoting a hollow): from Old Norse 
garthr

 ; related to yard
 2
 .





Garuda

 
/ɡəˈro͞odə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
an eaglelike being that Vishnu rides as his mount.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
garuḍa

 .





Garvey, Marcus

 
/ˈɡärvē/






(1887–1940), Jamaican political activist and black nationalist leader; full name 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey

 . He advocated the establishment of an African homeland for black Americans. His thinking was later an important influence on Rastafarianism.









Gary

 
/ˈɡerē/






an industrial city in northwestern Indiana, on Lake Michigan, southeast of Chicago; pop. 95,920 (est. 2008).










gas

 
/ɡas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an airlike fluid substance which expands freely to fill any space available, irrespective of its quantity




•
 
hot balls of gas that become stars




•
 
poisonous gases.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a gaseous substance that cannot be liquefied by the application of pressure alone.

Compare with vapor
 .




3.
 
a flammable gas used as a fuel.




4.
 
a gaseous anesthetic such as nitrous oxide, used in dentistry.




5.
 
gas or vapor used as a poisonous agent to kill or disable an enemy in warfare.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 gas generated in the alimentary canal; flatulence.




7.
 


[Mining]

 an explosive mixture of firedamp with air.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for gasoline
 .




9.
 
used in reference to power or the accelerator of an automobile




•
 
I ordered my friend to 
step on the gas

 .










10.
 
(
a gas

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing that is entertaining or amusing




•
 
the party would be a gas.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill or harm by exposure to poisonous gas.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a storage battery or dry cell) give off gas.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fill the tank of (an engine or motor vehicle) with gasoline




•
 
after 
gassing up

 the car, he went into the restaurant.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 talk, especially excessively, idly, or boastfully




•
 
I thought you'd never stop gassing.














III.
 
phrases





run out of gas








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 run out of energy; lose momentum.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: invented by J. B. van Helmont (1577–1644), Belgian chemist, to denote an occult principle that he believed to exist in all matter; suggested by Greek 
khaos

 ‘chaos,’ with Dutch 
g

 representing Greek 
kh

 .





gasbag

 
/ˈɡasˌbaɡ/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who talks too much, typically about unimportant things.




2.
 
the container holding the gas in a balloon or airship.














gas burner






noun




a nozzle or jet through which gas is released to burn, e.g., on a stove.













gas cap






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cap that closes the pipe leading to the gas tank of a motor vehicle




•
 
my gas cap wasn't on tight enough.



















gas chamber

 
/ˈɡas ˈˌCHāmbər/






noun




an airtight room that can be filled with poisonous gas as a means of execution.













gas chromatograph






noun




a device or apparatus used in gas chromatography to separate the constituents of a volatile substance.













gas chromatography

 
/ɡas ˌkrōməˈtäɡrəfē/






noun




chromatography employing a gas as the moving carrier medium.

Compare with gas–liquid chromatography
 .














Gascogne

 
/ɡäsˈkônyə/






French name for Gascony
 .










Gascon

 
/ˈɡaskən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Gascony.




2.
 
(
gascon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 a person who boasts about their achievements or possessions.

[with allusion to the perceived character of natives of Gascony.]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Gascony or its people.











– origin

 via Old French from Latin 
Vasco

 , 
Vascon-

 ; related to Basque
 .





gasconade

 
/ˌɡaskəˈnād/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 extravagant boasting.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
gasconnade

 , from 
gasconner

 ‘talk like a Gascon, brag.’





gas constant

 
R






noun






[Chemistry]

 the constant of proportionality in the gas equation. It is equal to 8.314 joule kelvin1
 mole1
 .














Gascony

 
/ˈɡaskənē/






a region and former province in southwestern France, in the northern foothills of the Pyrenees Mountains.

French name Gascogne
 .









gaseous

 
/ˈɡasēəs ˈɡaSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or having the characteristics of a gas




•
 
gaseous emissions from motor vehicles




•
 
gaseous oxygen.














II.
 
derivatives





gaseousness






noun





















gas equation






noun






[Chemistry]

 the equation of state of an ideal gas, 
PV

 = 
nRT

 , where 
P

 = pressure, 
V

 = volume, 
T

 = absolute temperature, 
R

 = the gas constant, and 
n

 = the number of moles of gas.













gas-fired

 
/ˈɡas ˈˌfī(ə)rd/






adjective




using a combustible gas as its fuel




•
 
gas-fired central heating.



















gas fitter






noun






(Brit.)

 a person trained to connect, disconnect, and service gas fittings and appliances.













gas gangrene






noun




rapidly spreading gangrene occurring in dirty wounds infected by bacteria that give off a foul-smelling gas.

[This disease is usually caused by anaerobic bacteria of the genus 
Clostridium

 .]













gas giant






noun






[Astronomy]

 a large planet of relatively low density consisting predominantly of hydrogen and helium, such as Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, or Neptune.













gas guzzler

 
/ˈɡas ˌɡəz(ə)lər/






noun






‹informal›

 an automobile with high fuel consumption.













gas-guzzling






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a car) having a high fuel consumption




•
 
gas-guzzling SUVs.



















gash

 
/ɡaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long deep slash, cut, or wound




•
 
a bad gash in one leg became infected.










2.
 
a cleft made as if by a slashing cut




•
 
the blast ripped a 25-foot gash in the hull.










3.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 the vulva.




4.
 


‹offensive›

 women collectively regarded in sexual terms.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a gash in; cut deeply




•
 
the jagged edges gashed their fingers.

















– origin

 Middle English 
garse

 , from Old French 
garcer

 ‘to chap, crack,’ perhaps based on Greek 
kharassein

 ‘sharpen, scratch, engrave.’ The current spelling is recorded from the mid 16th cent.





gasify

 
/ˈɡasəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a solid or liquid, especially coal) into gas




•
 
5 million tons of coal have been gasified.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become a gas




•
 
if PVC is overheated it will gasify.














II.
 
derivatives





gasification

 
/ˌɡasəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















gas jet






noun



1.
 
another term for gas burner
 .




2.
 
a flame of illuminated gas from a gas burner.













Gaskell, Mrs. Elizabeth

 
/ˈɡaskəl/






(1810–65), English novelist; full name 
Mrs. Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell

 . An active humanitarian from a Unitarian background, she wrote 
Mary Barton

 (1848), 
Cranford

 (1853), and 
North and South

 (1855), which display her interest in social concerns. She also wrote a biography (1857) of her friend Charlotte Brontë.









gasket

 
/ˈɡaskət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaped piece or ring of rubber or other material sealing the junction between two surfaces in an engine or other device.




2.
 
a cord securing a furled sail to the yard, boom, or gaff of a sailing vessel.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): perhaps from French 
garcette

 ‘thin rope’ (originally ‘little girl’), diminutive of 
garce

 , feminine of 
gars

 ‘boy.’





gaskin

 
/ˈɡaskən/





I.
 
noun




the muscular part of the hind leg of a horse between the stifle and the hock.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from galligaskins
 (the original sense).





gas laws






plural noun






[Chemistry]

 the physical laws that describe the properties of gases, including Boyle's and Charles' laws.













gaslight

 
/ˈɡaslīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of lamp in which an incandescent mantle is heated by a jet of burning gas.




2.
 
the light produced by a gas lamp




•
 
in the gaslight she looked paler than ever.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manipulate (someone) by psychological means into questioning their own sanity




•
 
in the first episode, Karen Valentine is being gaslighted by her husband.







[from the storyline of the movie 
Gaslight

 (1944), in which a man psychologically manipulates his wife into believing that she is going insane.]








III.
 
derivatives





gaslit

 
/ˈɡaslit /






adjective






















gas–liquid chromatography






noun




chromatography employing a gas as the moving carrier medium and a liquid as the stationary medium.













gas log






noun




a gas-burning appliance consisting of a gas burner made to resemble a log, used in a fireplace to simulate the effect of a burning log.













gasman

 
/ˈɡasˌman/






noun




a person who installs or services gas appliances or reads gas meters.













gas mask

 
/ˈɡas ˌmask/






noun




a protective mask used to cover a person's face as a defense against poisonous gas.













gas mileage






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the number of miles that a vehicle can travel using a particular amount of fuel




•
 
a well-tuned engine can improve gas mileage by an average of 4%.



















gasohol

 
/ˈɡasəˌhôl ˈɡasəˌhäl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mixture of gasoline and ethyl alcohol used as fuel in internal combustion engines.











– origin

 1970s: blend of gas
 and alcohol
 .





gas oil

 
/ˈɡas ˌoil/






noun




a type of fuel oil distilled from petroleum.













gasolier

 
/ˌɡasəˈlir /

 
gaselier





I.
 
noun




a chandelier with gas burners rather than light bulbs or candles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from gas
 , on the pattern of chandelier
 .






gasoline

 
/ˌɡasəˈlēn ˈɡasəlēn /

 


‹dated›

 gasolene





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 refined petroleum used as fuel for internal combustion engines.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from gas
 + -ol
 + -ine
 4
 (or -ene
 ).





gasometer

 
/ɡaˈsämədər/





I.
 
noun




a tank for storing and measuring gas.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘container for holding or measuring a gas’): from French 
gazomètre

 , from 
gaz

 ‘gas’ + 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’






gasp

 
/ɡasp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inhale suddenly with the mouth open, out of pain or astonishment




•
 
a woman gasped in horror at the sight of him.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — say (something) while catching one's breath, especially as a result of strong emotion




•
 
Jeremy 
gasped out

 an apology




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“It's beautiful!,” she gasped, much impressed.










3.
 
strain to take a deep breath




•
 
she surfaced and 
gasped for

 air.














II.
 
noun




a convulsive catching of breath




•
 
his breath was coming in gasps.














III.
 
phrases





one's (or the) last gasp






the point of exhaustion, death, or completion




•
 
the last gasp of the Cold War.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
geispa

 ‘to yawn.’





gas pedal






noun




the pedal that controls the speed of a vehicle's engine.













Gaspé Peninsula

 
/ɡasˌpā pəˈninsələ/






a region in southeastern Quebec in Canada, between the St. Lawrence River and New Brunswick.









gas-permeable

 
/ˈˌɡas ˈpərmēəbəl/






adjective




(of a contact lens) allowing the diffusion of gases into and out of the cornea.














gas plant






noun




an aromatic Eurasian plant of the rue family, with showy white flowers and fragrant leaves that emit a flammable vapor. This can sometimes be ignited without harming the plant.

Also called burning bush
 , dittany
 , fraxinella
 . [
Dictamnus albus

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]













gas pump






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a piece of equipment installed in a gas station to dispense gasoline into the fuel tank of a motor vehicle




•
 
the new year has brought higher prices at the gas pump.



















gas range






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large cooking stove in which the combustion of gas is used as the source of heat




•
 
installing a gas range can be costly.



















gasser

 
/ˈɡasər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an idle talker; a chatterer.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a very attractive or impressive person or thing




•
 
that story you wrote for me is a gasser!



















Gasser, Herbert Spencer

 
/ˈɡasər/






(1888–1963), US physiologist. In collaboration with Joseph Erlanger, he used an oscilloscope to show that the velocity of a nerve impulse is proportional to the diameter of the fiber. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1944), shared with Erlanger.










gas station

 
/ˈɡas ˌstāSHən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an establishment beside a road selling gasoline and oil.













gassy

 
/ˈɡasē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, like, or full of gas




•
 
the carbonated water has a gassy, soda-pop character




•
 
gassy planets like Jupiter.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of people or language) inclined to be verbose




•
 
a long and gassy book.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of people) flatulent.








II.
 
derivatives





gassiness






noun





















gas tank






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the container holding the fuel supply in a motor vehicle, aircraft, etc.




•
 
we filled our gas tank before we left town.










2.
 
a container or structure for holding gas




•
 
a defunct oil refinery stands alongside huge gas tanks.



















Gastarbeiter

 
/ˈɡästˌärbīdər/





I.
 
noun




German term for guest worker
 .











– origin

 German, from 
Gast

 ‘guest’ + 
Arbeiter

 ‘worker.’





gasthaus

 
/ˈɡästhous /

 
Gasthaus





I.
 
noun




a small inn or hotel in a German-speaking country or region.











– origin

 from German, from 
Gast

 ‘guest’ + 
Haus

 ‘house.’





gas-tight

 
/ˈɡasˌtīt/






adjective




sealed so as to prevent the leakage of gas.













Gastonia

 
/ɡaˈstōnēə/






an industrial city in southwestern North Carolina; pop. 72,505 (est. 2008).









gastr-






combining form




variant spelling of gastro-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
gastrectomy

 ).













gastrectomy

 
/ɡaˈstrektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of a part or the whole of the stomach.














gastric

 
/ˈɡastrik/





I.
 
adjective




of the stomach.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
gastricus

 , from Greek 
gastēr

 , 
gastr-

 ‘stomach.’





gastric band






noun




(in the surgical treatment of obesity) a silicone device placed around the upper section of the stomach, creating a small pouch above the band and thereby restricting the amount of food that can be comfortably eaten.




•
 
she had a gastric band fitted to help her lose weight.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a gastric band operation.



















gastric juice






noun




a thin, clear, virtually colorless acidic fluid secreted by the stomach glands and active in promoting digestion.













gastrin

 
/ˈɡastrən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone that stimulates secretion of gastric juice, and is secreted into the bloodstream by the stomach wall in response to the presence of food.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from gastric
 + -in
 1
 .





gastritis

 
/ɡaˈstrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the lining of the stomach.














gastro-

 
gastr-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the stomach




•
 
gastrectomy




•
 
gastroenteritis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
gastēr

 , 
gastr-

 ‘stomach.’





gastrocnemius

 
/ˌɡastrō(k)ˈnēmēəs /

 
gastrocnemius muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the chief muscle of the calf of the leg, which flexes the knee and foot. It runs to the Achilles tendon from two heads attached to the femur.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
gastroknēmia

 ‘calf of the leg,’ from 
gastēr, gastr-

 ‘stomach’ + 
knēmē

 ‘leg’ (from the bulging shape of the calf).





gastrocolic

 
/ˌɡastrōˈkälik/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the stomach and the colon.













gastroenteritis

 
/ˌɡastrōˌen(t)əˈrīdəs/






noun




inflammation of the stomach and intestines, typically resulting from bacterial toxins or viral infection and causing vomiting and diarrhea.













gastroenterology

 
/ˌɡastrōˌen(t)əˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine that deals with disorders of the stomach and intestines.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gastroenterological

 
/-tərəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
gastroenterologist

 
/ˌɡastrōˌen(t)əˈräləjəst /






noun





















gastrointestinal

 
/ˌɡastrōinˈtestənl/






adjective




of or relating to the stomach and the intestines.













gastrolith

 
/ˈɡastrəˌliTH/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a hard concretion in the stomach.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a small stone swallowed by a bird, reptile, or fish, to aid digestion in the gizzard.













gastronome

 
/ˈɡastrəˌnōm /

 
gastronomer
 , gastronomist





I.
 
noun




a gourmet.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
gastronomie

 (see gastronomy
 ).





gastronomic

 
/ˌɡastrəˈnämik /

 
gastronomical





I.
 
adjective




relating to the practice of cooking or eating good food




•
 
the hotel restaurant serves the most exclusive gastronomic delights




•
 
a gastronomic tour of the South of France.














II.
 
derivatives





gastronomically

 
/ˌgastrəˈnäməklē /






adverb






















gastronomy

 
/ɡaˈstränəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice or art of choosing, cooking, and eating good food.




2.
 
the cooking of a particular area




•
 
traditional American gastronomy.














II.
 
derivatives





gastronomical

 
/ˌɡastrəˈnämikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
gastronomie

 , from Greek 
gastronomia

 , alteration of 
gastrologia

 (see gastro-
 , -logy
 ).






gastropod

 
/ˈɡastrəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a mollusk of the large class 
Gastropoda

 , such as a snail, slug, or whelk.













Gastropoda

 
/ˌɡastrəˈpōdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large class of mollusks which includes snails, slugs, whelks, and all terrestrial kinds. They have a large muscular foot for movement and (in many kinds) a single asymmetrical spiral shell.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
gastēr

 , 
gastr-

 ‘stomach’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





gastropub

 
/ˈɡastrōˌpəb/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a pub that specializes in serving high-quality food.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
gastronomy

 and 
pub

 .





gastroscope

 
/ˈɡastrəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




an optical instrument used for inspecting the interior of the stomach.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gastroscopic

 
/ˌɡastrəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
gastroscopy

 
/ɡaˈsträskəpē /






noun





















gastrostomy

 
/ɡəˈsträstəmē/






noun



1.
 
an opening into the stomach from the abdominal wall, made surgically for the introduction of food.




2.
 
a surgical operation for making an opening in the stomach.













Gastrotricha

 
/ɡasˈträtrikə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of minute aquatic wormlike animals that bear bristles and cilia. They are thought to be related to the nematode worms and rotifers.




II.
 
derivatives





gastrotrich

 
/ˈɡastrəˌtrik /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
gastēr

 , 
gastr-

 ‘stomach’ + 
thrix

 , 
trikh-

 ‘hair.’





gastrula

 
/ˈɡastrələ/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 an embryo at the stage following the blastula, when it is a hollow cup-shaped structure having three layers of cells.








II.
 
derivatives





gastrulation

 
/ˌɡastrəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
gastēr

 , 
gastr-

 ‘stomach’ + the Latin diminutive ending 
-ula

 .





gas turbine

 
/ɡas ˈtərˌbīn ˈtərbən/






noun




a turbine driven by expanding hot gases produced by burning fuel, as in a jet engine.













gasworks

 
/ˈɡasˌwərks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a place where gas is manufactured and processed.













gat1


 
/ɡat/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a revolver or pistol.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of Gatling gun
 .





gat2


 
/ɡat/






archaic past of get
 .










gate

 
/ɡāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hinged barrier used to close an opening in a wall, fence, or hedge.




2.
 
a gateway




•
 
she went out through the gate.










3.
 
an exit from an airport building to an aircraft.




4.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — a mountain pass or other natural passage




•
 
the Golden Gate.










5.
 
the number of people who pay to enter a sports facility, exhibition hall, etc., for any one event


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gate receipts.










6.
 
the money taken for admission.




7.
 
a device resembling a gate in structure or function, in particular




8.
 
a hinged or sliding barrier for controlling the flow of water




•
 
a sluice gate.










9.
 


[Skiing]

 an opening through which a skier must pass in a slalom course, typically marked by upright poles.




10.
 
a device for holding each frame of a movie film in position behind the lens of a camera or projector.




11.
 
an electric circuit with an output that depends on the combination of several inputs




•
 
a logic gate.










12.
 
the part of a field-effect transistor to which a signal is applied to control the resistance of the conductive channel of the device.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be gated

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 confine (a student) to school or college




•
 
he was gated for the rest of term.














III.
 
phrases





get (or be given) the gate








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be dismissed from a job.















– origin

 Old English 
gæt

 , 
geat

 , plural 
gatu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gat

 ‘gap, hole, breach.’





-gate





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting an actual or alleged scandal, especially one involving a cover-up




•
 
Irangate.

















– origin

 early 1970s: suggested by the 
Watergate

 scandal, 1972.





gate array






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a regular arrangement of logic gates.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an electronic chip consisting of a regular arrangement of logic gates.













gateau

 
/ɡəˈtō ɡaˈtō/





I.
 
noun




a rich cake, typically one containing layers of cream or fruit.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
gâteau

 ‘cake.’





gatecrash

 
/ˈɡātˌkraSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter (a party or other gathering) without an invitation or ticket




•
 
the photographer gatecrashed the 2000 wedding in New York.














II.
 
derivatives





gatecrasher

 
/ˈɡātkraSHər /






noun





















gated community

 
/ɡādid kəˈmyo͞onədē/






noun




a residential area with roads that have gates to control the movement of traffic and people into and out of the area.













gatefold

 
/ˈɡātˌfōld/






noun




an oversized page in a book or magazine folded to the same size as the other pages but intended to be opened out for reading.













gatehouse

 
/ˈɡātˌhous/






noun




a house or enclosure near a gateway.













gatekeeper

 
/ˈɡātˌkēpər/






noun



1.
 
an attendant at a gate who is employed to control who goes through it.




2.
 
a person or thing that controls access to something




•
 
the primary-care doctor serves as the gatekeeper to specialists.



















gatekeeping

 
/ˈɡātˌkēpiNG/






noun



1.
 
the activity of controlling, and usually limiting, general access to something




•
 
Wal-Mart's cultural gatekeeping has served to narrow the mainstream for entertainment offerings.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a function or system that controls access or operations to files, computers, networks, or the like


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a gatekeeping mechanism that allows reads under some circumstances and blocks them under others.



















gateleg table

 
/ˈɡātleɡ ˌtāb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a table with hinged legs that swing out from the frame to support the drop leaves that make the surface of the table larger.








II.
 
derivatives





gatelegged

 
/ˈɡātˌleɡəd /






adjective





















gate money






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 money paid to a prisoner upon their release




•
 
he got out of Pleasant Valley Prison with only $200 in gate money.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 the total amount of money paid for admission to a sports ground for an event




•
 
the gate money from the match will be shared between both clubs.



















gatepost

 
/ˈɡātˌpōst/






noun




a post on which a gate is hinged, or against which it shuts.













Gates, Bill

 
/ɡāts/






(1955–), US computer entrepreneur and philanthropist; full name 
William Henry Gates

 . In 1975, he cofounded Microsoft, a computer software company, the success of which made him the youngest multibillionaire in US history. With his wife, he established the philanthropic Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in 2000.









Gates, Horatio






(
c.

 1727–1806), American army officer; born in England. Originally an officer in the British army, he sided with the colonials when the American Revolution broke out. He commanded the Saratoga campaign 1777.









Gates, Robert






(1943–), US intelligence expert and cabinet member; full name 
Robert Michael Gates

 . After 26 years with the CIA, including its directorship 1991–93, he became US secretary of defense in 2006, serving under Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama.









Gateshead

 
/ˈɡātsˌhed/






an industrial town in northeastern England, on the southern bank of the Tyne River, opposite Newcastle; pop. 73,400 (est. 2009).









gate valve

 
/ˈɡāt ˈˌvalv/






noun




a valve with a sliding part that controls the extent of the aperture.













gateway

 
/ˈɡātˌwā/






noun



1.
 
an opening that can be closed by a gate




•
 
we turned into a gateway leading to a small cottage.










2.
 
a frame or arch built around or over a gate




•
 
a big house with a wrought-iron gateway.










3.
 
a means of access or entry to a place




•
 
Mombasa, the 
gateway to

 East Africa.










4.
 
a means of achieving a state or condition




•
 
curiosity is the gateway to learning.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a device used to connect two different networks, especially a connection to the Internet.













Gateway Arch






a colossal arch built along the west bank of the Mississippi River in St. Louis, Missouri. The stainless steel arch, 630 feet (192 m) wide and rising 630 feet (192 m) above the banks of the river, was designed by Eero Saarinen and was built 1963–65.









gateway drug

 
/ˈɡātwā ˌdrəɡ/






noun




a habit-forming drug that, while not itself addictive, may lead to the use of other addictive drugs




•
 
many believe that alcohol and cigarettes are gateway drugs that increase the risk of subsequent involvement with illegal drugs.



















Gatha

 
/ˈɡätə, -ˌtä/





I.
 
noun




any of 17 poems attributed to Zoroaster that are the most ancient texts of the Avesta.











– origin

 from Avestan 
gāthā

 .






gather

 
/ˈɡaT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come together; assemble or accumulate




•
 
a crowd gathered in the square.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring together and take in from scattered places or sources




•
 
we have gathered the information.










3.
 
pick up from the ground or a surface




•
 
they 
gathered up

 the dirty plates and cups.










4.
 
collect (grain or other crops) as a harvest.




5.
 
collect (plants, fruits, etc.) for food.




6.
 
draw together or toward oneself




•
 
she gathered the child in her arms.










7.
 
draw and hold together (fabric or a part of a garment) by running thread through it




•
 
the front is gathered at the waist.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — infer; understand




•
 
her clients were, I gathered, a prosperous group.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — develop a higher degree of




•
 
the green movement is gathering pace.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — summon up (a mental or physical attribute such as one's thoughts or strength) for a purpose




•
 
he lay gathering his thoughts together




•
 
he 
gathered himself

 for a tremendous leap.














II.
 
noun

 — (
gathers

 )


1.
 
a part of a garment that is gathered or drawn in.








III.
 
phrases





gather way






(of a ship) begin to move.












IV.
 
derivatives





gatherer

 
/ˈɡaT͟H(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gaderian

 ; related to Dutch 
gaderen

 , also to together
 .





gathering

 
/ˈɡaT͟H(ə)riNG/






noun



1.
 
an assembly or meeting, especially a social or festive one or one held for a specific purpose




•
 
a family gathering.










2.
 
a set of printed signatures of a book, gathered for binding.













Gatineau

 
/ˌɡatnˈō, ɡa-tēˈnō/






a city in southwestern Quebec in Canada, a largely French-speaking suburb across the Ottawa River from Ottawa in Ontario; pop. 242,124 (2006).










Gatling gun

 
/ˈɡatliNG ˌɡən /

 
Gatling





I.
 
noun




a rapid-fire, crank-driven gun with a cylindrical cluster of several barrels. The first practical machine gun, it was officially adopted by the US Army in 1866.











– origin

 named after Richard J. 
Gatling

 (1818–1903), its American inventor.





gator

 
/ˈɡādər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an alligator.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: shortened form.





Gatorade

 
/ˈɡādəˌrād/






noun






‹trademark›

 a fruit-flavored drink especially for athletes, designed to supply the body with carbohydrates and to replace fluids and sodium lost during exercise.













GATT

 
/ɡat/






General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, an international treaty (1948–94) to promote trade and economic development by reducing tariffs and other restrictions. It was superseded by the establishment of the World Trade Organization in 1995.










gauche

 
/ɡōSH/





I.
 
adjective




lacking ease or grace; unsophisticated and socially awkward.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gauchely






adverb













2.
 
gaucheness

 
/ˈɡōSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘left.’





gaucherie

 
/ˌɡōSHəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




awkward, embarrassing, or unsophisticated ways




•
 
she had long since gotten over gaucheries such as blushing.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
gauche

 (see gauche
 ).





Gaucher's disease

 
/ɡōˈSHāz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a hereditary disease in which the metabolism and storage of fats is abnormal. It results in bone fragility, neurological disturbance, anemia, and enlargement of the liver and spleen.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after Phillippe C. E. 
Gaucher

 (1854–1918), French physician.





gaucho

 
/ˈɡouCHō/





I.
 
noun




a cowboy of the South American pampas.











– origin

 Latin American Spanish, probably from Araucanian 
kauču

 ‘friend.’






gaud

 
/ɡôd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a showy and purely ornamental thing




•
 
displays of overpriced gauds.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a trick or pretense): perhaps via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
gaudir

 ‘rejoice,’ from Latin 
gaudere

 . Current senses may have been influenced by obsolete 
gaud

 ‘a large ornamental bead in a rosary.’





gaudery

 
/ˈɡôdərē/






noun



1.
 
gaudy articles or decoration, especially clothing or jewelry.




2.
 
tasteless or extravagant display of gaudy articles or decoration.













Gaudí, Antonio

 
/ˈɡoudē/






(1853–1926), Spanish architect; full name 
Antonio Gaudí y Cornet

 . He was a leading but idiosyncratic exponent of art nouveau who worked chiefly in Barcelona and is known mainly for his ornate and extravagant church of the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona.









gaudy1


 
/ˈɡôdē/





I.
 
adjective




extravagantly bright or showy, typically so as to be tasteless




•
 
silver bows and gaudy ribbons.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gaudily

 
/ˈɡôdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
gaudiness

 
/ˈɡôdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably from gaud
 + -y
 1
 .





gaudy2


 
/ˈɡôdē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a celebratory reunion dinner or entertainment held by a college.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘rejoicing, a celebration’): from Latin 
gaudium

 ‘joy,’ or from 
gaude

 ‘rejoice!,’ imperative of 
gaudere

 .






gauge

 
/ɡāj /

 


‹chiefly technical›

 gage





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument or device for measuring the magnitude, amount, or contents of something, typically with a visual display of such information.




2.
 
a tool for checking whether something conforms to a desired dimension.




3.
 
a means of estimating something; a criterion or test




•
 
emigration is perhaps the best 
gauge of

 public unease.










4.
 
the thickness, size, or capacity of something, especially as a standard measure, in particular




5.
 
the diameter of a string, fiber, tube, etc.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a fine 0.018-inch gauge wire.










6.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a measure of the diameter of a gun barrel, or of its ammunition, expressed as the number of spherical pieces of shot of the same diameter as the barrel that can be made from 1 pound (454 g) of lead


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a 12-gauge shotgun.










7.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — the thickness of sheet metal or plastic


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
500-gauge polyethylene.










8.
 
the distance between the rails of a line of railroad track




•
 
the line was laid to a gauge of 2 ft. 9 in.










9.
 
(usu. 
the gage

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 
‹historical›

 the position of a sailing vessel to windward (
weather gage

 ) or leeward (
lee gage

 ) of another.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate or determine the magnitude, amount, or volume of




•
 
astronomers can gauge the star's intrinsic brightness.










2.
 
form a judgment or estimate of (a situation, mood, etc.)




•
 
she is unable to gauge his mood.










3.
 
measure the dimensions of (an object) with a gauge




•
 
when dry, the assemblies can be gauged exactly and planed to width.










4.
 
(as 
adj.

 
gauged

 )
 — made in standard dimensions




•
 
gauged sets of strings.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gaugeable

 
/ˈɡājəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
gauger

 
/ˈɡājər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a standard measure): from Old French 
gauge

 (noun), 
gauger

 (verb), variant of Old Northern French 
jauge

 (noun), 
jauger

 (verb), of unknown origin.





gauge theory






noun






[Physics]

 a quantum theory using mathematical functions to describe subatomic interactions in terms of particles that are not directly detectable.













Gauguin, Paul

 
/ɡōˈɡaN/






(1848–1903), French painter; full name 
Eugène Henri Paul Gauguin

 . He lived mainly in Tahiti from 1891, painting in a post-impressionist style that was influenced by primitive art. Notable works: 
The Vision after the Sermon

 (1888) and 
Faa Iheihe

 (1898).










Gaul1


 
/ɡôl/






an ancient region in Europe that corresponds to modern France, Belgium, the southern Netherlands, southwestern Germany, and northern Italy. The area south of the Alps was conquered in 222 
BC

 by the Romans, who called it 
Cisalpine Gaul

 . The area north of the Alps, known as 
Transalpine Gaul

 , was taken by Julius Caesar between 58 and 51 
BC

 .









Gaul2


 
/ɡôl/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of ancient Gaul.











– origin

 from Latin 
Gallus

 , probably of Celtic origin.





Gauleiter

 
/ˈɡouˌlīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a political official governing a district under Nazi rule.




2.
 
an overbearing official.











– origin

 1930s: German, from 
Gau

 ‘administrative district’ + 
Leiter

 ‘leader.’





Gaulish

 
/ˈɡôliSH/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the ancient Gauls.








II.
 
noun




the Celtic language of the ancient Gauls.













Gaulle, Charles de






see de Gaulle, Charles
 .









Gaullism

 
/ˈɡôˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principles and policies of Charles de Gaulle, characterized by their conservatism, nationalism, and advocacy of centralized government.








II.
 
derivatives





Gaullist

 
/ˈɡôləst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from French 
Gaullisme

 .





gaunt

 
/ɡônt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) lean and haggard, especially because of suffering, hunger, or age.




2.
 
(of a building or place) grim or desolate in appearance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gauntly






adverb













2.
 
gauntness

 
/ˈɡôn(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





Gaunt

 
/ɡônt/






former name of Ghent
 .









Gaunt, John of






see John of Gaunt
 .










gauntlet1


 
/ˈɡôntlət ˈɡäntlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stout glove with a long loose wrist.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an armored glove, as worn by a medieval knight.




3.
 
the part of a glove covering the wrist.








II.
 
phrases





take up (or throw down) the gauntlet






accept (or issue) a challenge.

[from the medieval custom of issuing a challenge by throwing one's gauntlet to the ground; whoever picked it up was deemed to have accepted the challenge.]















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gantelet

 , diminutive of 
gant

 ‘glove,’ of Germanic origin.






gauntlet2


 
/ˈɡôntlət ˈɡäntlət /

 
gantlet





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
run the gauntlet

 )


1.
 
go through an intimidating or dangerous crowd, place, or experience in order to reach a goal




•
 
they had to run the gauntlet of television cameras.










2.
 


‹historical›

 undergo the military punishment of receiving blows while running between two rows of men with sticks.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of 
gantlope

 (from Swedish 
gatlopp

 , from 
gata

 ‘lane’ + 
lopp

 ‘course’) by association with gauntlet
 1
 .






gaur

 
/ˈɡou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a large wild ox native to India and Malaysia.

Also called Indian bison
 , seladang
 . [
Bos gaurus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Sanskrit 
gaura

 ; related to cow
 1
 .





gauss

 
/ɡous /

 
G





I.
 
noun




a unit of magnetic induction, equal to one ten-thousandth of a tesla.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Karl 
Gauss

 (see Gauss, Karl Friedrich
 ).






Gauss, Karl Friedrich

 
/ɡous/






(1777–1855), German mathematician, astronomer, and physicist. He laid the foundations of number theory.









Gaussian distribution

 
/ˈɡousēən ˌdistrəˌbyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 another term for normal distribution
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Karl 
Gauss

 (see Gauss, Karl Friedrich
 ), who described it.





Gautama, Siddhartha

 
/ˈɡôtəmə, ˈɡou-/






see Buddha
 .









gauze

 
/ɡôz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin translucent fabric of silk, linen, or cotton.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 thin, loosely woven cloth used for dressing and swabs.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a transparent haze or film




•
 
they saw the grasslands through a gauze of golden dust.










4.
 
(also 
wire gauze

 )
 — a very fine wire mesh.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
gaze

 , perhaps from 
Gaza

 , the name of a town in Palestine.





gauzy

 
/ˈɡôzē/





I.
 
adjective




resembling gauze; thin and translucent




•
 
a gauzy dress.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gauzily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
gauziness






noun





















gavage

 
/ɡəˈväZH/





I.
 
noun




the administration of food or drugs by force, especially to an animal, typically through a tube leading down the throat to the stomach.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from 
gaver

 ‘force-feed,’ from a base meaning ‘throat.’





gave

 
/ɡāv/






past of give
 .









gavel

 
/ˈɡavəl/





I.
 
noun




a small mallet with which an auctioneer, a judge, or the chair of a meeting hits a surface to call for attention or order.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (a hearing or person) to order by use of a gavel




•
 
he gaveled the convention to order.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US in the sense ‘stonemason's mallet’): of unknown origin.





gavelkind

 
/ˈɡavəlˌkīnd/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a system of inheritance in which a deceased person's land is divided equally among all male heirs.











– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
gavel

 ‘payment, rent’ + kind
 1
 .





gavel-to-gavel






adjective




lasting from beginning to end of a formal session or meeting, such as a political convention




•
 
uninterrupted gavel-to-gavel coverage without commentary.



















gavial

 
/ˈɡāvēəl/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of gharial
 .











– origin

 from French, the 
-v-

 probably being substituted for 
-r-

 by scribal error.





gavotte

 
/ɡəˈvät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medium-paced French dance, popular in the 18th century.




2.
 
a piece of music accompanying or in the rhythm of a gavotte, composed in common time beginning on the third beat of the bar.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
gavoto

 ‘dance of the mountain people,’ from 
Gavot

 ‘a native of the Alps.’





GAW

 
G.A.W.






abbreviation




guaranteed annual wage.













Gawain

 
/ɡəˈwān ˈɡäwān/






(in Arthurian legend) one of the knights of the Round Table who quested after the Holy Grail. He is the hero of the medieval poem 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

 .










gawk

 
/ɡôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stare openly and stupidly




•
 
they were 
gawking at

 some pinup.














II.
 
noun




an awkward or shy person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gawker

 
/ˈɡôkər /






noun













2.
 
gawkish






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun): perhaps related to obsolete 
gaw

 ‘to gaze,’ from Old Norse 
gá

 ‘heed.’





gawky

 
/ˈɡôkē/





I.
 
adjective




nervously awkward and ungainly




•
 
a gawky teenager.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gawkily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
gawkiness






noun





















gawp

 
/ɡôp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 stare openly in a stupid or rude manner




•
 
what are you 
gawping at

 ?














II.
 
derivatives





gawper






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps an alteration of gape
 .






gay

 
/ɡā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, especially a man) homosexual




•
 
that friend of yours, is he gay?










2.
 
relating to or used by homosexuals




•
 
feminist, black, and gay perspectives.










3.
 
lighthearted and carefree




•
 
Nan had a gay disposition and a very pretty face.










4.
 
brightly colored; showy; brilliant




•
 
a gay profusion of purple and pink sweet peas.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 foolish, stupid, or unimpressive




•
 
making students wait for the light is kind of a gay rule.














II.
 
noun




a homosexual, especially a man.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): from Old French 
gai

 , of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 
Gay

 meaning ‘homosexual,’ dating back to the 1930s (if not earlier), became established in the 1960s as the term preferred by homosexual men to describe themselves. It is now the standard accepted term throughout the English-speaking world. As a result, the centuries-old other senses of 
gay

 meaning either ‘carefree’ or ‘bright and showy,’ once common in speech and literature, are much less frequent. The word 
gay

 cannot be readily used today in these older senses without sounding old-fashioned or arousing a sense of double entendre, despite concerted attempts by some to keep them alive. 
Gay

 in its modern sense typically refers to men (
lesbian

 being the standard term for homosexual women), but in some contexts it can be used of both men and women.





Gay, John

 
/ɡā/






(1685–1732), English poet and playwright. He is chiefly known for 
The Beggar's Opera

 (1728).









Gaya

 
/ɡəˈyä/






a city in northeastern India, in the state of Bihar, south of Patna; pop. 470,400 (est. 2009). It is a place of Hindu pilgrimage.









gaydar

 
/ˈɡādär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 the putative ability of homosexuals to recognize one another intuitively or by means of very slight indications.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 the putative ability of heterosexuals to discern the homosexuality of others.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
gay

 and 
radar

 .





Gaye, Marvin

 
/ɡā/






(1939–84), US soul singer, composer, and musician. Best known for 
“I Heard It Through the Grapevine”

 (1968), he later recorded the albums 
Let's Get It On

 (1973) and 
Midnight Love

 (1982).









gay liberation






noun




a movement to eliminate social and legal discrimination against homosexuals.













Gay-Lussac's law

 
/ˌɡāləˈsaks ˌlô /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
a law stating that the volumes of gases undergoing a reaction at constant pressure and temperature are in a simple ratio to each other and to that of the product.







– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Joseph L. 
Gay-Lussac

 (1778–1850), French chemist and physicist.





gay marriage






noun




marriage between partners of the same sex (as recognized in some jurisdictions).













gayness

 
/ˈɡānes/






noun



1.
 
homosexuality




•
 
kids who are comfortable with their gayness.










2.
 


‹dated›

 the state or quality of being light-hearted and carefree




•
 
the gayness of his voice suddenly departed.










3.
 


‹dated›

 brightness of color; showiness




•
 
the injured man looked ghastly in contrast to the gayness of his surroundings.



















gay pride






noun




a sense of dignity and satisfaction in connection with the public acknowledgment of one's own homosexuality.













gay rights






plural noun




equal civil and social rights for homosexuals compared with heterosexuals.













gaz.






abbreviation



1.
 
gazette.




2.
 
gazetteer.













gazania

 
/ɡəˈzānēə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical herbaceous plant of the daisy family, with showy flowers that are typically orange or yellow.

[Genus 
Gazania

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Theodore of 
Gaza

 (1398–1478), Greek scholar.





Gaza Strip

 
/ˌɡäzə ˈstrip/






a strip of territory in Palestine, on the southeastern Mediterranean coast, including the town of Gaza; pop. 1,551,900 (est. 2009). Administered by Egypt from 1949 and occupied by Israel from 1967, it became a self-governing enclave under the PLO–Israeli accord of 1994 and elected its own legislative council in 1996.










gaze

 
/ɡāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look steadily and intently, especially in admiration, surprise, or thought




•
 
he could only gaze at her in astonishment.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a steady intent look




•
 
he turned, following her gaze




•
 
offices screened from the public gaze.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in literary theory) a particular perspective taken to embody certain aspects of the relationship between observer and observed, especially as reflected in the way in which an author or film director (unconsciously or otherwise) directs attention




•
 
the male gaze.














III.
 
derivatives





gazer

 
/ˈɡāzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to obsolete 
gaw

 (see gawk
 ).





gazebo

 
/ɡəˈzēbō/





I.
 
noun




a roofed structure that offers an open view of the surrounding area, typically used for relaxation or entertainment.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps humorously from gaze
 , in imitation of Latin future tenses ending in 
-ebo

 : compare with lavabo
 .





gazelle

 
/ɡəˈzel/





I.
 
noun




a small slender antelope that typically has curved horns and a yellowish-brown coat with white underparts, found in open country in Africa and Asia.

[
Gazella

 and other genera, family 
Bovidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, probably via Spanish from Arabic 
ghazāl

 .





gaze tracking






noun




another term for eye tracking
 .














gazette

 
/ɡəˈzet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(used in the names of periodicals) a journal or newspaper.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the official publication of a government organization or institution, listing appointments and other public notices.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 announce or publish in an official gazette.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from Italian 
gazzetta

 , originally Venetian 
gazeta de la novità

 ‘a halfpennyworth of news’ (because the news-sheet sold for a 
gazeta

 , a Venetian coin of small value).





gazetteer

 
/ˌɡazəˈtir/





I.
 
noun




a geographical index or dictionary.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘journalist’): via French from Italian 
gazzettiere

 , from 
gazzetta

 (see gazette
 ). The current sense comes from a late 17th-cent. gazetteer called 
The Gazetteer's: or, Newsman's Interpreter: Being a Geographical Index

 .






Gaziantep

 
/ˌɡäˈzēänˌtep/






a city in southern Turkey, near the border with Syria; pop. 1,175,000 (est. 2007).

Former name (until 1921): Aintab
 .










gazillion

 
/ɡəˈzilyən /

 
kazillion





I.
 
cardinal number






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a very large number or quantity (used jocularly or for emphasis)




•
 
I'd like to sell 
gazillions of

 books.














II.
 
derivatives





gazillionth






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: fanciful formation on the pattern of 
billion

 and 
million

 .





gazillionaire

 
/ɡəˈzilyəˌner/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an extremely rich person




•
 
it's really not hard to look fabulous when you're a gazillionaire in your early 20s.




•
 
I've never claimed to be a gazillionaire—the press labeled me one.

















– origin

 1980s: from gazillion
 , on the pattern of 
millionaire

 .





gazing ball






noun




a sphere made from a reflective material such as mirrored glass, typically mounted on a stand and used as a lawn or garden ornament.













gazpacho

 
/ɡəˈspäCHō/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish-style soup made from tomatoes and other vegetables and spices, served cold.











– origin

 Spanish.






gazump

 
/ɡəˈzəmp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a seller) raise the contracted price of a property after having informally accepted a lower offer (from an intending buyer).




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 swindle (someone).








II.
 
derivatives





gazumper






noun



















– origin

 1920s (
sense

 2): from Yiddish 
gezumph

 ‘overcharge.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the 1970s.





gazunder

 
/ɡəˈzəndər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a buyer) lower the amount of an offer made on a property and accepted by (a seller) at the time of final negotiations.











– origin

 late 1980s: humorous blend of gazump
 and under
 .





Gb






abbreviation






[Computing]

 gigabit(s).













GB






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 gigabyte(s).




2.
 
Great Britain.













GBH






abbreviation




grievous bodily harm.













Gbyte






abbreviation




gigabyte(s).













GCB






abbreviation




(in the UK) Knight or Dame Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath.













gcd






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 greatest common divisor.













gcf






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 greatest common factor.













GCT






abbreviation




Greenwich Civil Time.













Gd






symbol




the chemical element gadolinium.













GD






abbreviation




Grand Duchy.













gd.






abbreviation



1.
 
good.




2.
 
guard.














Gdańsk

 
/ɡəˈdänsk, -ˈdansk/






an industrial port and shipbuilding center in northern Poland, on an inlet of the Baltic Sea; pop. 456,103 (2007). Disputed between Prussia and Poland during the 19th century, it was a free city under a League of Nations mandate 1919–39, when it was annexed by Nazi Germany, which precipitated hostilities with Poland and the outbreak of World War II.

German name Danzig
 .









g'day

 
/ɡəˌdā/






exclamation






(Austral./NZ)

 good day.













GDP

 
/ˌjē ˌdē ˈpē/






abbreviation




gross domestic product.













GDR






abbreviation






‹historical›

 German Democratic Republic.

See Germany
 .













gds.






abbreviation




goods.













Gdynia

 
/ɡəˈdinēə/






a port and naval base in northern Poland, on the Baltic Sea, northwest of Gdańsk; pop. 251,183 (2007).









Ge1







symbol




the chemical element germanium.













Ge2


 
/ɡā /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







another name for Gaia
 .









geanticline

 
/jēˈan(t)iˌklīn/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a large-scale anticline or upward fold of stratified rock.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
gē

 ‘earth’ + anticline
 .






gear

 
/ɡir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
gears

 )
 — one of a set of toothed wheels that work together to alter the relation between the speed of a driving mechanism (such as the engine of a vehicle or the crank of a bicycle) and the speed of the driven parts (the wheels).




2.
 
a particular function or state of adjustment of engaged gears




•
 
he was tooling along in fifth gear.










3.
 
used in reference to the level of effort or intensity expended in an activity or undertaking




•
 
from this weekend, the campaign is expected to 
step up a gear






•
 
now the champions 
moved up a gear

 .




•
 
the play 
moves down a gear

 whenever he walks off stage.










4.
 


‹informal›

 equipment that is used for a particular purpose.




5.
 
a person's personal possessions and clothes.




6.
 
clothing, especially of a specified kind




•
 
designer gear.










7.
 


[Nautical]

 a ship's rigging.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
design or adjust the gears in (a machine) to give a specified speed or power output




•
 
it's geared too high for serious off-road use.










2.
 
(
gear something to

 )
 — adjust or adapt something to suit a special purpose or need.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
change (or switch or shift) gears






adopt a different approach to a situation or task




•
 
we have to be prepared to shift gears when things create problems for the government.















2.
 
in gear





a.
 
with a gear engaged




•
 
the captain revved the engines and put them in gear.










b.
 
proceeding with energy, determination, or speed




•
 
I couldn't get myself into gear early enough on Saturday morning.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
gear down (or up)






change to a lower (or higher) gear.









2.
 
gear for






make ready or prepared




•
 
a nation geared for war.















3.
 
gear up






equip or prepare oneself




•
 
the region started to 
gear up for

 the tourist season.





















– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
gervi

 . Early senses expressed the general meaning ‘equipment or apparatus,’ later ‘mechanism’: hence 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun (early 19th cent).






gearbox

 
/ˈɡirˌbäks/






noun




a set of gears with its casing, especially in a motor vehicle; the transmission.













gearing

 
/ˈɡiriNG/






noun



1.
 
the set or arrangement of gears in a machine




•
 
the mill's internal waterwheel and gearing survive.










2.
 
British term for leverage
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













gear lever

 
/ˈɡi(ə)r ˌlevər /

 
gearstick






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for gearshift
 .













gear ratio






noun




(in a gearbox, transmission, etc.) the ratio between the rates at which the last and first gears rotate.














gearshift

 
/ˈɡirˌSHift/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device used to engage or disengage gears in a transmission or similar mechanism.













gearwheel

 
/ˈɡirˌ(h)wēl/






noun



1.
 
a toothed wheel in a set of gears.




2.
 
(on a bicycle) a cogwheel driven directly by the chain.













geas

 
/ɡeSH/





I.
 
noun




(in Irish folklore) an obligation or prohibition magically imposed on a person.











– origin

 Irish.





gecko

 
/ˈɡekō/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal and often highly vocal lizard that has adhesive pads on the feet to assist in climbing on smooth surfaces. It is widespread in warm regions.

[
Gekkonidae

 and related families: numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Malay dialect 
geko

 , 
gekok

 , imitative of its cry.





GED






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(US)

 
‹trademark›

 General Educational Development, referring to a system of standardized examinations which entitle those who pass them to receive a credential considered as equivalent to completion of high school.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 general equivalency degree (or diploma).














gee1


 
/jē /

 
gee-whiz





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a mild expression, typically of surprise, enthusiasm, or sympathy




•
 
Gee, Linda looks great at fifty!

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of Jesus
 .





gee2


 
/jē/





I.
 
exclamation

 — (
gee up

 )


1.
 
a command to a horse to go faster.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
command (a horse) to go faster.




2.
 
encourage (someone) to work more quickly




•
 
I was running around geeing people up.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





gee3


 
/jē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a thousand dollars




•
 
we paid five gees.

















– origin

 1930s: representing the initial letter of grand
 .





geebung

 
/ˈjēbəNG/





I.
 
noun




an Australian shrub or small tree that bears creamy-yellow flowers and small green fruit.

[Genus 
Persoonia

 , family 
Proteaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk.





Geechee

 
/ˈɡēCHē/





I.
 
noun




term used of the Gullah dialect, or a speaker of this dialect.











– origin

 possibly from the name of the 
Ogeechee

 River, in Georgia.





geek

 
/ɡēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an unfashionable or socially inept person.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a knowledgeable and obsessive enthusiast




•
 
a computer geek.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a carnival performer who performs wild or disgusting acts.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
geek out

 )


1.
 
engage in or discuss computer-related tasks obsessively or with great attention to technical detail




•
 
we all geeked out for a bit and exchanged ICQ/MSN/AOL/website information




•
 
keep it simple or geek out and create multiple playlists on the move.










2.
 
be or become extremely excited or enthusiastic about a subject, typically one of specialist or minority interest




•
 
I am totally geeking out over this upcoming film.














III.
 
derivatives





geekish






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the related English dialect 
geck

 ‘fool,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gek

 ‘mad, silly.’





geek chic






noun






‹informal›

 the dress, appearance, and culture associated with computing and technology enthusiasts, regarded as stylish or fashionable




•
 
the crowd is young, the style is geek chic, and the latest in computer gadgetry is on display.



















geekery

 
/ˈɡēkərē/






noun






‹informal›

 obsessive interest in or enthusiasm for a subject, typically one of specialist or minority interest




•
 
the New York Comic Con begins today, and with it comes all the geekery one expects of comic-book conventions.



















geekspeak

 
/ˈɡēkspēk/






noun






‹informal›

 technical jargon regarded as characteristic of that used by computer enthusiasts




•
 
Littman does a good job of translating acronym-laden geekspeak into English.



















geeky

 
/ˈɡēkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 unfashionable and socially inept




•
 
the geeky kid getting bullied at school.










2.
 


‹informal›

 knowledgeable and obsessively interested in something, especially technology




•
 
a bunch of geeky techies




•
 
his geeky obsession with model cars.














II.
 
derivatives





geekiness

 
/ˈɡēkēnəs /






noun





















Geelong

 
/jēˈlôNG/






a port and oil-refining center on the southern coast of Australia, in the state of Victoria; pop. 134,100 (est. 2008).









geese

 
/ɡēs/






plural form of goose
 .









gee whiz

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
exclamation




another way of saying gee
 1
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
characterized by or causing naive astonishment or wonder, in particular at new technology




•
 
this era of gee-whiz gadgetry.




















Ge'ez

 
/ɡēˈez/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Semitic language of Ethiopia, which survives as the liturgical language of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. It is the ancestor of the modern Ethiopian languages such as Amharic.

Also called Ethiopic
 .











– origin

 of Ethiopic origin.





geezer

 
/ˈɡēzər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an old man.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: representing a dialect pronunciation of earlier 
guiser

 ‘mummer.’





gefilte fish

 
/ɡəˈfiltə ˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a dish of stewed or baked stuffed fish, or of fish cakes boiled in a fish or vegetable broth and usually served chilled.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Yiddish, ‘stuffed fish,’ from 
filn

 ‘to fill’ + fish
 1
 .





gegenschein

 
/ˈɡāɡənˌSHīn/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a patch of very faint nebulous light sometimes seen in the night sky opposite the position of the sun. It is thought to be the image of the sun reflected from gas and dust outside the atmosphere.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: German 
Gegenschein

 , from 
gegen

 ‘opposite’ + 
Schein

 ‘glow, shine.’





Gehenna

 
/ɡəˈhenə/





I.
 
(in Judaism and the New Testament) hell.







– origin

 via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
geenna

 , from Hebrew 
gē' hinnōm

 ‘hell,’ literally ‘valley of Hinnom,’ a place near Jerusalem where children were sacrificed to Baal (Jer. 19:5,6).






Gehrig, Lou

 
/ˈɡeriɡ/






(1903–41), US baseball player; full name 
Henry Louis Gehrig

 ; known as 
the Iron Horse

 . He played a then-record 2,130 consecutive major league games for the New York Yankees from 1925 to 1939; his stamina earned him his nickname. He died from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), often called Lou Gehrig's disease. Baseball Hall of Fame (1939).









Geiger, Hans Wilhelm

 
/ˈɡīɡər/






(1882–1945), German nuclear physicist; full name 
Hans Johann Wilhelm Geiger

 . In 1908, he developed a prototype radiation counter for detecting alpha particles.









Geiger counter

 
Geiger-Müller counter






noun




a device for measuring radioactivity by detecting and counting ionizing particles.














Geisel, Theodor

 
/ˈɡīzəl/






(1904–91) US writer and illustrator; known as 
Dr. Seuss

 ; full name 
Theodor Seuss Geisel

 . His numerous children's books include 
And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street

 (1937), 
Horton Hatches the Egg

 (1940), 
The Cat in the Hat

 (1957), 
Green Eggs and Ham

 (1960), and 
Oh, the Places You'll Go!

 (1990). For adults he wrote 
You're Only Old Once!

 (1986).









geisha

 
/ˈɡāSHə /

 
geisha girl





I.
 
noun




a Japanese hostess trained to entertain men with conversation, dance, and song.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, ‘entertainer,’ from 
gei

 ‘performing arts’ + 
sha

 ‘person.’





Geissler tube

 
/ˈɡīslər ˌto͞ob/





I.
 
noun




a sealed tube of glass or quartz with a central constriction, filled with vapor for the production of a luminous electrical discharge.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Heinrich 
Geissler

 (1814–79), the German mechanic and glassblower who invented it.





Geist

 
/ɡīst/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the spirit of an individual or group.











– origin

 German; related to ghost
 .






geitonogamy

 
/ˌɡītnˈäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the fertilization of a flower by pollen from another flower on the same (or a genetically identical) plant.

Compare with xenogamy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





geitonogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
geitōn, geitono-

 ‘neighbor’ + 
-gamos

 ‘marrying.’





Gejiu

 
/ˌɡeˈjo͞o /

 
Geju






a city in southern China, near the border with Vietnam; pop. 216,500 (est. 2006).










gel1


 
/jel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a jellylike substance containing a cosmetic, medicinal, or other preparation




•
 
try rubbing some teething gel onto sore gums




•
 
hair gel.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a semisolid colloidal suspension of a solid dispersed in a liquid.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a semirigid slab or cylinder of an organic polymer used as a medium for the separation of macromolecules.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 form into a gel




•
 
the mixture gelled at 7 degrees Celsius.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 treat (the hair) with gel.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of gelatin
 .





gel2


 
/jel/





I.
 
verb






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant spelling of jell
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from gel
 1
 .





gelada

 
/jəˈlädə /

 
gelada baboon





I.
 
noun




a brownish baboon with a long mane and naked red rump, native to Ethiopia.

[
Theropithecus gelada

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Amharic 
č῾äallada

 .





gelateria

 
/jəˌladəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a shop selling Italian or Italian-style ice cream




•
 
I stopped at a gelateria and ate a vanilla gelato.

















– origin

 Italian, from gelato
 .





gelati

 
/jəˈlädē/






plural form of gelato
 .










gelatin

 
/ˈjelətn /

 


‹chiefly dated›

 gelatine





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a virtually colorless and tasteless water-soluble protein prepared from collagen and used in food preparation as the basis of jellies, in photographic processes, and in glue.




2.
 
(usu. 
blasting gelatin

 )
 — a high explosive consisting chiefly of a gel of nitroglycerine with added cellulose nitrate.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
gélatine

 , from Italian 
gelatina

 , from 
gelata

 , from Latin (see jelly
 ).





gelatinize

 
/jəˈlatnīz ˈjelədəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become gelatinous or jellylike.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
gelatinized

 )
 — coat with gelatin




•
 
gelatinized glass microscope slides.














II.
 
derivatives





gelatinization

 
/jeˌlatniˈzāSHən /






noun





















gelatinous

 
/jəˈlatnəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a jellylike consistency




•
 
a sweet, gelatinous drink.










2.
 
of or like the protein gelatin




•
 
tooth enamel is coated with a gelatinous layer of protein.














II.
 
derivatives





gelatinously






adverb





















gelation1


 
/jəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 solidification by freezing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
gelatio(n-)

 , from 
gelare

 ‘freeze.’





gelation2


 
/jəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the process of forming a gel.














gelato

 
/jəˈlädō/





I.
 
noun




Italian or Italian-style ice cream




•
 
raspberry tart topped with vanilla gelato




•
 
a cafe famous for its mouthwatering gelatos.

















– origin

 Italian.





gelcap

 
/ˈjelkap/






noun




a gelatin capsule containing liquid medication or other substance to be taken orally.













gelcoat

 
/ˈjelkōt/






noun




the smooth, hard surface layer of polyester resin in a fiberglass structure.













geld

 
/ɡeld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
castrate (a male animal).




2.
 
deprive of vitality or vigor




•
 
the English version of the book has been gelded.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
gelda

 , from 
geldr

 ‘barren.’






Gelderland

 
/ˈɡeldərˌlänt, ˈKHel-/






a province in the Netherlands, on the border with Germany; capital, Arnhem.









gelding

 
/ˈɡeldiNG/





I.
 
noun




a castrated animal, especially a male horse.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
geldingr

 , from 
geldr

 ‘barren.’





gelid

 
/ˈjelid/





I.
 
adjective




icy; extremely cold




•
 
the gelid pond




•
 


‹figurative›

 she gave a gelid reply.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
gelidus

 , from 
gelu

 ‘frost, intense cold.’





gelignite

 
/ˈjeləɡˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a high explosive made from a gel of nitroglycerine and nitrocellulose in a base of wood pulp and sodium or potassium nitrate, used particularly for rock blasting.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from gelatin
 + Latin 
(l)ignis

 ‘wood’ + -ite
 1
 .






Gell-Mann, Murray

 
/ˌɡel ˈmän/






(1929–), US theoretical physicist. He coined the word 
quark

 and proposed the concept of strangeness in quarks. Nobel Prize for Physics (1969).









gel pen






noun




a pen that uses a gel-based ink, combining the permanence of oil-based ballpoint ink and the smooth glide of water-based ink.













gelsemium

 
/jelˈsēmēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preparation of the rhizome of yellow jasmine, used in homeopathy to treat flulike symptoms.




2.
 
a plant of a genus that includes the yellow jasmine.

[Genus 
Gelsemium

 , family 
Loganiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Italian 
gelsomino

 ‘jasmine.’





Gelsenkirchen

 
/ˌɡelzənˈkirKHən/






an industrial city in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia, northeast of Essen; pop. 266,800 (est. 2006).









gelt

 
/ɡelt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 money.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally often used to refer to the pay of a German army): from German 
Geld

 ‘money.’





gem

 
/jem/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious or semiprecious stone, especially when cut and polished or engraved.




2.
 
a person or thing considered to be outstandingly good or special in some respect




•
 
this architectural gem of a palace.










3.
 
used in names of some brilliantly colored hummingbirds, e.g., 
mountain gem

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
gemmed

 )


1.
 


‹rare›

 decorate with or as with gems.








III.
 
derivatives





gemlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gim

 , from Latin 
gemma

 ‘bud, jewel’; influenced in Middle English by Old French 
gemme

 .





GEM






abbreviation




ground-effect machine.













Gemara

 
/ɡəˈmärə/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Gemara

 )


1.
 
a rabbinical commentary on the Mishnah, forming the second part of the Talmud.











– origin

 from Aramaic 
gĕmārā

 ‘completion.’





gematria

 
/ɡəˈmātrēə/





I.
 
noun




a Kabbalistic method of interpreting the Hebrew scriptures by computing the numerical value of words, based on those of their constituent letters.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Aramaic 
gīmaṭrĕyā

 , from Greek 
gēometria

 (see geometry
 ).





Gemayel, Pierre

 
/jəˈmīəl/






(1905–84), Lebanese political leader. A Maronite Christian, he founded the right-wing Phalange Party in 1936 and served as a member of parliament 1960–84. His youngest son, 
Bashir

 (1947–82), was assassinated while president-elect; his eldest son, 
Amin

 (1942–), served as president 1982–88.










Gemeinschaft

 
/ɡəˈmīnˌSHäft, -ˌSHaft/





I.
 
noun




social relations between individuals, based on close personal and family ties; community.

Contrasted with Gesellschaft
 .











– origin

 German, from 
gemein

 ‘common’ + 
-schaft

 (see -ship
 ).





gemelli

 
/jəˈmelē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of two short rods twisted around each other.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘twins.’





geminal

 
/ˈjemənl/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 denoting substituent atoms or groups, especially protons, attached to the same atom in a molecule.








II.
 
derivatives





geminally






adverb



















– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
geminus

 ‘twin’ + -al
 .






geminate

 

‹Phonetics›






I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈjemənət /



1.
 
consisting of identical adjacent speech sounds, especially consonants; doubled.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈjeməˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
double or repeat (a speech sound).








III.
 
derivatives





gemination

 
/ˌjeməˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
geminatus

 , past participle of 
geminare

 ‘double, pair with,’ from 
geminus

 ‘twin.’






Gemini

 
/ˈjeməˌnī ˈjeməˌnē/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a northern constellation (the Twins), said to represent the mythological twins Castor and Pollux, whose names are given to its two brightest stars.

See Dioscuri
 .




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Geminorum

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Eta Geminorum.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the third sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters about May 21.




IV.
 
(
pl.

 Geminis) (
a Gemini

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Gemini.




V.
 
a series of twelve manned orbiting space missions, launched by the US in the 1960s in preparation for the Apollo program.







– origin

 Latin, plural of 
geminus

 ‘twin.’





Geminian

 
/ˈjeməˌnīən ˈjeməˌnēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Gemini




•
 
he exhibits Geminian traits.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Gemini




•
 
a Geminian makes a stimulating friend.



















Geminids

 
/ˈjemənidz /

 

‹Astronomy›







an annual meteor shower with a radiant in the constellation Gemini, reaching a peak about December 13.









gemma

 
/ˈjemə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a small cellular body or bud that can separate to form a new organism.




2.
 


[Biology]

 another term for chlamydospore
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting a leaf bud, as distinct from a flower bud): from Latin, literally ‘bud, jewel.’





gemmation

 
/jeˈmāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 asexual reproduction by the production of gemmae; budding.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
gemmer

 ‘to bud,’ from 
gemme

 ‘bud,’ from Latin 
gemma

 .





gemmiparous

 
/jeˈmipərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant or animal) reproducing by gemmation.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
gemmiparus

 , from Latin 
gemma

 ‘bud, jewel’ + 
parere

 ‘produce, give birth to.’





gemmule

 
/ˈjemyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a tough-coated dormant cluster of embryonic cells produced by a freshwater sponge for development in more favorable conditions.








II.
 
derivatives





gemmulation

 
/ˌjemyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
gemmula

 , diminutive of 
gemma

 ‘bud, jewel.’





gemology

 
/jeˈmäləjē /

 
gemmology





I.
 
noun




the study of precious stones.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gemological

 
/ˌjeməˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
gemologist

 
/jeˈmäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
gemma

 ‘bud, jewel’ + -logy
 .






gemsbok

 
/ˈɡemzbäk/





I.
 
noun




a large antelope that has a gray coat, distinctive black-and-white head markings, and long straight horns, native to southwestern and East Africa.

[
Oryx gazella

 , family 
Bovidae

 . See also oryx
 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Afrikaans from Dutch, literally ‘chamois,’ from 
gems

 ‘chamois’ + 
bok

 ‘buck.’





Gem State






a nickname for Idaho
 .









gemstone

 
/ˈjemˌstōn/






noun




a precious or semiprecious stone, especially one cut, polished, and used in a piece of jewelry.













gemütlich

 
/ɡəˈmo͞otlik/





I.
 
adjective




pleasant and cheerful.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: German.





gemütlichkeit

 
/ɡəˈmo͞otlikˌkīt /

 
Gemütlichkeit





I.
 
noun




geniality; friendliness.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: German.





gen1


 
/jen /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




information




•
 
you've got more gen on him than we have.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
gen up on

 )
 — find out about




•
 
we genned up on the agencies that had done the work.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
gen someone up

 )
 — provide someone with information.




•
 
as everything's finalized, I can gen you up properly.

















– origin

 World War II (originally used in the armed services): perhaps from the first syllable of 
general information

 .





gen2


 
/jen/






noun






‹informal›

 short for generation
 :




•
 
the next gen of consoles




•
 
third-gen data protocols.



















Gen.






abbreviation



1.
 
General




•
 
Gen. Eisenhower.










2.
 


[Bible]

 Genesis.














-gen





I.
 
combining form



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a substance that produces something




•
 
oxygen




•
 
allergen.










2.
 


[Botany]

 denoting a substance or plant that is produced




•
 
cultigen.

















– origin

 via French 
-gène

 from Greek 
genēs

 ‘-born, of a specified kind,’ from 
gen-

 (root of 
gignomai

 ‘be born, become,’ 
genos

 ‘a kind’).





gena

 
/ˈjēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the lateral part of the head of an insect or other arthropod below the level of the eyes.








II.
 
derivatives





genal






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘cheek.’






gendarme

 
/ˈZHändärm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an armed police officer in France and other French-speaking countries.




2.
 
a rock pinnacle on a mountain, occupying and blocking an arête.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a mounted officer in the French army): French, from 
gens d'armes

 ‘men of arms.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 18th cent.





gendarmerie

 
/ZHänˈdärmərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a force of gendarmes.




2.
 
the headquarters of a force of gendarmes.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: French (see gendarme
 ).






gender

 
/ˈjendər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being male or female (typically used with reference to social and cultural differences rather than biological ones)




•
 
traditional concepts of gender




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
gender roles.










2.
 
the members of one or other sex




•
 
differences between the genders are encouraged from an early age.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (in languages such as Latin, Greek, Russian, and German) each of the classes (typically masculine, feminine, common, neuter) of nouns and pronouns distinguished by the different inflections that they have and require in words syntactically associated with them. Grammatical gender is only very loosely associated with natural distinctions of sex.




4.
 
the property (in nouns and related words) of belonging to a gender




•
 
adjectives usually agree with the noun in gender and number.














II.
 
derivatives





genderless

 
/ˈjendərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gendre

 (modern 
genre

 ), based on Latin 
genus

 ‘birth, family, nation.’ The earliest meanings were ‘kind, sort, genus’ and ‘type or class of noun, etc.’ (which was also a sense of Latin 
genus

 ). / 
usage:

 The word 
gender

 has been used since the 14th century as a grammatical term, referring to classes of noun designated as 
masculine

 , 
feminine

 , or 
neuter

 in some languages. The sense ‘the state of being male or female’ has also been used since the 14th century, but this did not become common until the mid 20th century. Although the words 
gender

 and 
sex

 both have the sense ‘the state of being male or female,’ they are typically used in slightly different ways: 
sex

 tends to refer to biological differences, while 
gender

 refers to cultural or social ones.





gender bender

 
/ˈjendər ˈbendər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who dresses and behaves in a way characteristic of the opposite sex.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Electronics]

 a device for changing an electrical or electronic connector from male to female, or from female to male.













gender changer






noun




an electrical adaptor which allows two male or two female connectors to be connected to each other.













gender dysphoria

 
/ˈjendər disˈfôrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the condition of feeling one's emotional and psychological identity as male or female to be opposite to one's biological sex.








II.
 
derivatives





gender dysphoric






adjective, noun





















gendered

 
/ˈjendərd/






adjective




relating or specific to people of one particular gender




•
 
gendered occupations.



















gender equality






noun




the state in which access to rights or opportunities is unaffected by gender




•
 
legislation that reflected the principles of gender equality.



















gender-fluid






adjective




denoting or relating to a person who does not identify themselves as having a fixed gender




•
 
the actor, DJ, and artist identifies as gender-fluid




•
 
“they” has been adopted in the gender-fluid community as an easy-to-understand gender-neutral pronoun.



















gender gap






noun




the discrepancy in opportunities, status, attitudes, etc., between men and women.













gender identity






noun




a person's perception of having a particular gender, which may or may not correspond to the gender they were assigned at birth




•
 
he said that young children should be able to explore their gender identities




•
 [
mass noun

 ]
 
state law means the college cannot discriminate on the basis of gender identity.



















gender-neutral






adjective



1.
 
suitable for, applicable to, or common to both male and female genders




•
 
gender-neutral games and toys




•
 
the assessment criteria are gender-neutral.










2.
 
denoting a word or expression that cannot be taken to refer to one gender only




•
 
gender-neutral terms like flight attendant, firefighter, and police officer.



















gender-nonconforming






adjective




denoting or relating to a person whose behavior or appearance does not conform to prevailing cultural and social expectations about what is appropriate to their gender




•
 
an international conference focused on the needs and interests of transgender and gender-nonconforming people.



















genderqueer

 
/ˈjendərˌkwir/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a person who does not subscribe to conventional gender distinctions but identifies with neither, both, or a combination of male and female genders.




•
 
the genderqueer community.














II.
 
noun




a person who does not subscribe to conventional gender distinctions but identifies with neither, both, or a combination of male and female genders.




•
 
a younger generation of self-proclaimed genderqueers explicitly reject ‘transgender’ as an identifier.

















– origin

 1990s: from gender
 + queer
 (used as a neutral or positive term of self-reference).





gender reassignment






noun




the process whereby a person's physical sexual characteristics are changed by means of medical procedures such as surgery or hormone treatment.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gender reassignment surgery.



















gender role






noun




the role or behavior learned by a person as appropriate to their gender, determined by the prevailing cultural norms




•
 
the emphasis on maintaining traditional gender roles.




















gene

 
/jēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 (in informal use) a unit of heredity that is transferred from a parent to offspring and is held to determine some characteristic of the offspring




•
 
proteins coded directly by genes.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (in technical use) a distinct sequence of nucleotides forming part of a chromosome, the order of which determines the order of monomers in a polypeptide or nucleic acid molecule which a cell (or virus) may synthesize.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Gen

 , from 
Pangen

 , a supposed ultimate unit of heredity (from Greek 
pan-

 ‘all’ + 
genos

 ‘race, kind, offspring’).





genealogical

 
/ˌjēnēəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the study or tracing of lines of family descent




•
 
genealogical research.














II.
 
derivatives





genealogically

 
/ˌjēnēəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
généalogique

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
genealogikos

 , from 
genealogia

 (see genealogy
 ).





genealogical tree






noun




a diagram showing the lines of descent of a human family or of an animal species, so named because its typical construction is like that of an inverted branching tree.














genealogy

 
/ˌjēnēˈäləjē ˌjēnēˈaləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line of descent traced continuously from an ancestor




•
 
combing through the birth records and genealogies.










2.
 
the study and tracing of lines of descent or development.




3.
 
a plant's or animal's line of evolutionary development from earlier forms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
genealogist

 
/ˌjēnēˈäləjəst ˌjēnēˈaləjəst /






noun













2.
 
genealogize

 
/ˌjēnēˈäləˌjīz /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French and late Latin from Greek 
genealogia

 , from 
genea

 ‘race, generation’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





gene-altered






adjective




(especially in journalism) genetically modified




•
 
the much ballyhooed, vine-ripened, gene-altered, rot-resistant tomato.



















gene amplification

 
/ˈjēn ˌampləfiˌkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the multiple replication of a section of the genome, which occurs during a single cell cycle and results in the production of many copies of a specific sequence of the DNA molecule.













gene doping






noun




the transfer of genes or genetically modified cells into an individual as a potential method for illicitly enhancing athletic performance




•
 
rules against gene doping might be difficult to enforce.



















gene frequency






noun




the ratio of a particular allele to the total of all other alleles of the same gene in a given population.













gene map






noun



1.
 
a record of the DNA sequence of a gene




•
 
a cancer gene map.










2.
 
a genome map.













gene pool

 
/ˈjēn ˌpo͞ol/






noun




the stock of different genes in an interbreeding population.













genera

 
/ˈjenərə/






plural form of genus
 .










general

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
affecting or concerning all or most people, places, or things; widespread




•
 
books of general interest.










2.
 
not specialized or limited in range of subject, application, activity, etc.




•
 
brush up on your general knowledge.










3.
 
(of a rule, principle, etc.) true for all or most cases.




4.
 
normal or usual




•
 
it is not general practice to confirm or deny such reports.










5.
 
considering or including the main features or elements of something, and disregarding exceptions; overall




•
 
they fired in the general direction of the enemy




•
 
a general introduction to the subject.










6.
 
[often in 
titles

 ]
 — chief or principal




•
 
a general manager.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a commander of an army, or an army officer of very high rank.




2.
 
an officer in the US Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps ranking above lieutenant general.




3.
 
the head of a religious order organized on quasi-military lines, e.g., the Jesuits, the Dominicans, or the Salvation Army.




4.
 
(
the general

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 the general public.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as a general rule






in most cases.









2.
 
in general





a.
 
usually; mainly




•
 
in general, Alexander was a peaceful, loving man.










b.
 
as a whole




•
 
our understanding of culture in general and of literature in particular.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
generalis

 , from 
genus

 , 
gener-

 ‘class, race, kind.’ The noun primarily denotes a person having overall authority: the sense ‘army commander’ is an abbreviation of 
captain general

 , from French 
capitaine général

 ‘commander in chief.’





General American






noun




(in nontechnical use) the variety of English spoken in the greater part of the US, particularly with reference to the lack of regional characteristics.














general anesthesia






noun




anesthesia that affects the whole body and usually induces a loss of consciousness




•
 
he had the operation 
under general anesthesia

 .







Compare with local anesthesia
 .













General Baptist






noun




a member of an Arminian Baptist congregation who rejects the Calvinist doctrine of predestination.

Compare with Particular Baptist
 .













general counsel






noun




the main lawyer who gives legal advice to a company.













general court-martial






noun




a court-martial for trying serious offenses, consisting of at least five officers with the authority to impose a sentence of dishonorable discharge or death.













generalcy

 
/ˈjenərəlsē/






noun




the rank, office, or tenure of a general.













general delivery






noun






(N. Amer.)

 mail delivery to a post office for pickup by the addressee.













general election






noun



1.
 
a regular election of candidates for office, as opposed to a primary election.




2.
 
a regular election for statewide or national offices.














general equivalency degree

 
general equivalency diploma
 , GED






noun




a diploma signifying high school graduation, awarded to those who successfully complete a required examination.













general headquarters






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the headquarters of a military commander.













generalissimo

 
/ˌjen(ə)rəˈlisəˌmō/





I.
 
noun




the commander of a combined military force consisting of army, navy, and air force units.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Italian, ‘having greatest authority,’ superlative of 
generale

 (see general
 ).





generalist

 
/ˈjen(ə)rələst/






noun




a person competent in several different fields or activities




•
 
with a generalist's education and some specific skills.



















generality

 
/ˌjenəˈralədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or principle having general rather than specific validity or force




•
 
he confined his remarks to generalities.










2.
 
the quality or state of being general




•
 
policy should be formulated at an appropriate level of generality.










3.
 
(
the generality

 )
 — the majority




•
 
appropriate to the generality of laymen.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
generalite

 , from late Latin 
generalitas

 , from 
generalis

 (see general
 ).





generalization

 
/ˌjen(ə)rələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a general statement or concept obtained by inference from specific cases




•
 
he was making sweeping generalizations.










2.
 
the action of generalizing




•
 
such anecdotes cannot be a basis for generalization.



















generalize

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a general or broad statement by inferring from specific cases




•
 
it is not easy to 
generalize about

 the poor




•
 
it is tempting to generalize from these conclusions.










2.
 
make or become more widely or generally applicable


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
most of what we have observed in this field can be generalized to other fields




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
many of the results generalize to multibody structures.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) more widespread or common




•
 
attempts to generalize an elite education.










4.
 
(as 
adj.

 
generalized

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a disease) affecting much or all of the body; not localized




•
 
a generalized rash and fever.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
generalizability

 
/ˌjenərəˌlīzəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
generalizable






adjective













3.
 
generalizer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘reduce to a general statement’): from general
 + -ize
 .





generalized anxiety disorder






noun




a psychological disorder characterized by excessive or disproportionate anxiety about several aspects of life, such as work, social relationships, or financial matters




•
 
extreme worrying almost every day for six months or more may signal generalized anxiety disorder.



















general ledger






noun






[Finance]

 the main accounting record of a company or organization




•
 
management accountants felt pressure to integrate cost accounts with the general ledger.



















generally

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəlē/






adverb



1.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in most cases; usually




•
 
the term of a lease is generally 99 years.










2.
 
in general terms; without regard to particulars or exceptions




•
 
a decade when France was moving generally to the left.










3.
 
widely




•
 
the best scheme is generally reckoned to be the Canadian one.



















general meeting

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəl ˈmēdiNG/






noun




a meeting open to all members of an organization.













general officer






noun




an officer ranking above colonel in the US Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps.













general of the air force






noun




an officer of the highest rank in the US Air Force, ranking above general (awarded only in wartime).













general of the army






noun




an officer of the highest rank in the US Army, above general (awarded only in wartime).














general practitioner

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəl prakˈtiSH(ə)nər /

 
GP






noun




a medical doctor who is trained to provide primary health care to patients of either sex and any age.













general-purpose

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəl ˈpərpəs/






adjective




having a range of potential uses; not specialized in function or design




•
 
a general-purpose detergent.



















General San Martín

 
/ˌKHānāˈräl ˌsän märˈtēn/






a city in eastern Argentina, northwest of Buenos Aires; pop. 423,200 (est. 2008).









General Santos

 
/KHānāˌräl ˈsän(t)ōs/






a port city in the Philippines, on southern Mindanao Island, on Saragani Bay; pop. 443,500 (est. 2007).









General Sarmiento

 
/KHānāˌräl särˈmyen(t)ō /

 
Sarmiento
 , San Miguel






a city in eastern Argentina, west of Buenos Aires; pop. 280,700 (est. 2008).









general semantics






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of linguistic philosophy developed by Alfred Korzybski (1879–1950), which explores the arbitrary nature of words and symbols and attempts to refine ways of using language.













generalship

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəlˌSHip/






noun




the skill or practice of exercising military command.













general staff

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəl staf/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the staff assisting a military commander in planning and executing operations.













general store






noun




a store, typically in a small town, selling a wide variety of goods.













general strike

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəl strīk/






noun




a strike of workers in all or most industries.













General Synod






noun




the highest governing body of the Church of England, an elected assembly of three houses (bishops, clergy, and laity).














generate

 
/ˈjenəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something, especially an emotion or situation) to arise or come about




•
 
changes that are likely to generate controversy




•
 
generate more jobs in the economy.










2.
 
produce (energy, especially electricity).




3.
 
produce (a set or sequence of items) by performing specified mathematical or logical operations on an initial set.




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 produce (a sentence or other unit, especially a well-formed one) by the application of a finite set of rules to lexical or other linguistic input.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 form (a line, surface, or solid) by notionally moving a point, line, or surface.








II.
 
derivatives





generable

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘beget, procreate’): from Latin 
generat-

 ‘created,’ from the verb 
generare

 , from 
genus

 , 
gener-

 ‘stock, race.’






generation

 
/ˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
all of the people born and living at about the same time, regarded collectively




•
 
one of his generation's finest songwriters.










2.
 
the average period, generally considered to be about thirty years, during which children are born and grow up, become adults, and begin to have children of their own.




3.
 
a set of members of a family regarded as a single step or stage in descent


[as 
modifier

 , in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a third-generation Canadian.










4.
 
a single stage in the development of a type of product




•
 
a new generation of rear-engined sports cars.










5.
 
the production of something




•
 
methods of electricity generation




•
 
the generation of wealth.










6.
 
the propagation of living organisms; procreation.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
generatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
generare

 (see generate
 ).





generational

 
/ˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)nəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of all the people born and living at about the same time, regarded collectively




•
 
generational differences in television usage




•
 
we're seeing a generational shift in attitudes.










2.
 
relating to the different generations of a particular family




•
 
a compelling generational saga.














II.
 
derivatives





generationally

 
/ˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)nəlē /






adverb





















generation gap

 
/ˌjenəˈrāSHən ɡap/






noun

 — (usu. 
the generation gap

 )


1.
 
differences of outlook or opinion between people of different generations.













generation-skipping tax

 
GST






noun




an estate tax imposed on beneficiaries who are two or more generations removed from the testator.




•
 
a married couple has a total generation-skipping tax exemption of transfers of up to $2,000,000.




















Generation X

 
/ˌjenəˈrāSHən eks/






noun




the generation born after that of the baby boomers (roughly from the early 1960s to mid 1970s), often perceived to be disaffected and directionless.













Generation Xer

 
/ˌjenəˌrāSHən ˈeksər/






noun




a member of Generation X (born from the early 1960s to mid 1970s)




•
 
as a Generation Xer I have come to the conclusion that the politicians have let a whole generation down.



















Generation Y





I.
 
noun




the generation born in the 1980s and 1990s, comprising primarily the children of the baby boomers and typically perceived as increasingly familiar with digital and electronic technology.











– origin

 1990s: after Generation X
 .





Generation Yer

 
/ˌjenəˌrāSHən ˈwīər/






noun




a member of Generation Y (born in the 1980s and 1990s)




•
 
Generation Yers spend more time online than watching television.



















generative

 
/ˈjenərədiv ˈjenəˌrādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or capable of production or reproduction




•
 
the generative power of the life force.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 applying principles of generative grammar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
generativus

 , from 
generare

 ‘beget’ (see generate
 ).





generative cell






noun




a reproductive cell, especially a cell of an angiosperm pollen grain that divides to produce two male gamete nuclei.














generative grammar






noun






[Linguistics]

 a type of grammar that describes a language in terms of a set of logical rules formulated so as to be capable of generating the infinite number of possible sentences of that language and providing them with the correct structural description.














generator

 
/ˈjenəˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that generates something, in particular




2.
 
a dynamo or similar machine for converting mechanical energy into electricity.




3.
 
an apparatus for producing gas, steam, or another product.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 a routine that constructs other routines or subroutines using given parameters, for specific applications




•
 
a report generator.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point, line, or surface regarded as moving and so notionally forming a line, surface, or solid.













generatrix

 
/ˌjenəˈrātriks/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for generator
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin (feminine).






generic

 
/jəˈnerik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characteristic of or relating to a class or group of things; not specific




•
 
chèvre is a generic term for all goat's milk cheese.










2.
 
(of goods, especially medicinal drugs) having no brand name; not protected by a registered trademark




•
 
generic aspirin.










3.
 


‹derogatory›

 lacking imagination or individuality; predictable and unoriginal




•
 
generic dance-floor fillers




•
 
the plot of the film isn't just generic, it's insultingly stupid.










4.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to a genus.








II.
 
noun




a consumer product having no brand name or registered trademark




•
 
substituting generics for brand-name drugs.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
générique

 , from Latin 
genus

 , 
gener-

 ‘stock, race.’





generically

 
/jəˈnerəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to a class or group of similar things; not specifically




•
 
what most writers generically refer to as "world music".










2.
 
as an unbranded name




•
 
Prozac, generically known as fluoxetine hydrochloride




•
 
most shorts are made of a stretchy fabric generically called spandex.










3.
 


‹derogatory›

 in a way which lacks imagination or individuality; predictably and unoriginally




•
 
generically nondescript musical numbers




•
 
the characters were stiffly animated and generically designed.










4.
 


[Biology]

 with reference to genus




•
 
the group of aerobic bacteria generically designated as actinomycetes.



















generosity

 
/ˌjenəˈräsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being kind and generous




•
 
I was overwhelmed by the generosity of friends and neighbors.










2.
 
the quality or fact of being plentiful or large




•
 
diners certainly cannot complain about the generosity of portions.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting nobility of birth): from Latin 
generositas

 , from 
generosus

 ‘magnanimous’ (see generous
 ). Current senses date from the 17th cent.






generous

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) showing a readiness to give more of something, as money or time, than is strictly necessary or expected




•
 
she was 
generous with

 her money.










2.
 
showing kindness toward others




•
 
it was generous of them to ask her along.










3.
 
(of a thing) larger or more plentiful than is usual or necessary




•
 
a generous sprinkle of pepper.














II.
 
derivatives





generousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Old French from Latin 
generosus

 ‘noble, magnanimous,’ from 
genus

 , 
gener-

 ‘stock, race.’ The original sense was ‘of noble birth,’ hence ‘characteristic of noble birth, courageous, magnanimous, not mean’ (a sense already present in Latin).





generously

 
/ˈjen(ə)rəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows a readiness to give more of something, especially money, than is necessary or expected




•
 
everyone is asked to give generously to this worthy cause




•
 
food is shared generously.










2.
 
in a way that shows kindness or warmth toward others




•
 
the public applauded generously




•
 
she graciously and generously acknowledges their influence.










3.
 
enough or more than enough in size or amount; plentifully




•
 
generously butter a baking sheet




•
 
generously proportioned rooms.



















Genesee River

 
/ˌjenəˈsē, ˈjenəˌsē/






a river that flows for 144 miles (232 km) from northwestern Pennsylvania through western New York into Lake Ontario at Rochester.










genesis

 
/ˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the origin or mode of formation of something




•
 
this tale had its genesis in fireside stories.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek (see Genesis
 ).






Genesis

 
/ˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
the first book of the Bible, which includes the stories of the creation of the world, Noah's Ark, the Tower of Babel, and the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.







– origin

 late Old English, via Latin from Greek, ‘generation, creation, nativity, horoscope,’ from the base of 
gignesthai

 ‘be born or produced.’ The name was given to the first book of the Old Testament in the Greek translation (the Septuagint), hence in the Latin translation (the Vulgate).





genet1


 
/ˈjenət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a nocturnal, catlike mammal of the civet family with short legs, spotted fur, and a long bushy ringed tail, found in Africa, southwestern Europe, and Arabia.

[Genus 
Genetta

 , family 
Viverridae

 : several species, in particular the 
common genet

 (
G. genetta

 ).]




2.
 
the fur of the genet.











– origin

 Middle English (used in the plural meaning ‘genet skins’): from Old French 
genete

 , probably via Catalan, Portuguese, or Spanish from Arabic 
jarnaiṭ

 .





genet2


 
/ˈjenət/






noun




another term for jennet
 (
sense

 2).













Genet, Jean

 
/jəˈnā/






(1910–86), French novelist, poet, and playwright. Much of his work portrayed life in the criminal and homosexual underworlds, of which he was a part. Notable works: 
Our Lady of the Flowers

 (novel, 1944), 
The Maids

 (play, 1947), and 
The Thief's Journal

 (autobiography, 1949).









gene therapy

 
/jēn ˈTHerəpē/






noun




the transplantation of normal genes into cells in place of missing or defective ones in order to correct genetic disorders.













genetic

 
/jəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to genes or heredity




•
 
all the cells in the body contain the same genetic information.










2.
 
of or relating to genetics




•
 
an attempt to control mosquitoes by genetic techniques.










3.
 
of or relating to origin; arising from a common origin




•
 
the genetic relations between languages.














II.
 
derivatives





genetical






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from genesis
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
antithesis

 , 
antithetic

 .





genetically

 
/jəˈnedəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to genes or genetics




•
 
hair color is genetically determined




•
 
a genetically inherited condition.










2.
 
in a way that relates to origin or development




•
 
language varieties that are genetically related.



















genetically modified

 
/jəˌnedik(ə)lē ˈmädəfīd /

 
GM






adjective




(of an organism or crop) containing genetic material that has been artificially altered so as to produce a desired characteristic




•
 
genetically modified viruses to insert new genes into growing plants.



















genetic blueprint






noun




(not in technical use) a gene map, or a genome map.













genetic code

 
/jəˈnedik kōd/






noun




the nucleotide triplets of DNA and RNA molecules that carry genetic information in living cells.

See triplet code
 .













genetic counseling






noun




the giving of advice to prospective parents concerning the chances of genetic disorders in a future child.













genetic drift






noun






[Biology]

 variation in the relative frequency of different genotypes in a small population, owing to the chance disappearance of particular genes as individuals die or do not reproduce.














genetic engineering

 
/jəˈnedik ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/






noun




the deliberate modification of the characteristics of an organism by manipulating its genetic material.













genetic fingerprinting

 
/jəˈnedik ˈfiNGɡərˌprin(t)iNG /

 
genetic profiling






noun




another term for DNA fingerprinting
 .













geneticist

 
/jəˈnedəsəst/






noun




an expert in or student of heredity and the variation of inherited characteristics




•
 
geneticists have discovered a "thinness" gene.



















genetic load






noun






[Biology]

 the presence of unfavorable genetic material in the genes of a population.













genetic map





I.
 
noun




a graphic representation of a chromosome including the position of its genes.








II.
 
derivatives





genetic mapping






noun





















genetic marker






noun




a gene or short sequence of DNA used to identify a chromosome or to locate other genes on a genetic map.













genetic pollution






noun




the spread of altered genes from genetically engineered organisms to other, nonengineered organisms, especially by cross-pollination.













genetics

 
/jəˈnediks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of heredity and the variation of inherited characteristics.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the genetic properties or features of an organism, characteristic, etc.




•
 
the effects of family genetics on the choice of career.



















genetic testing

 
genetic screening






noun




the sequencing of human DNA in order to discover genetic differences, anomalies, or mutations that may prove pathological.




•
 
genetic testing to identify HLA status in the fetuses of 49 couples considered at risk.




















Geneva

 
/jəˈnēvə/






a city in southwestern Switzerland, on Lake Geneva; pop. 179,971 (2007). It is headquarters of international bodies such as the Red Cross, various organizations of the United Nations, and the World Health Organization.

French name Genève
 .










Geneva, Lake






a lake in southwestern central Europe, between the Jura Mountains and the Alps. Its southern shore forms part of the border between France and Switzerland.

French name Lac Léman
 .









Geneva bands





I.
 
plural noun




two white cloth strips attached to the collar of some Protestants' clerical dress.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the place name Geneva
 , where they were originally worn by Calvinists.





Geneva Bible






noun




an English translation of the Bible published in 1560 by Protestant scholars working in Europe.













Geneva Convention






an international agreement first made at Geneva in 1864 and later revised, governing the status and treatment of captured and wounded military personnel and civilians in wartime.









Geneva cross






noun




a red cross on a white background, used to identify medical equipment and facilities, especially in war, and as a sign of neutrality.













Geneva Protocol






any of various protocols drawn up in Geneva, especially that of 1925 limiting chemical and bacteriological warfare.










Genève

 
/ZHəˈnev, -ˈnāv/






French name for Geneva
 .










genever

 
/jəˈnēvər /

 


‹literary›

 geneva





I.
 
noun




Dutch gin.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Dutch, from Old French 
genevre

 , from an alteration of Latin 
juniperus

 (gin being flavored with juniper berries). The variant spelling is due to association with Geneva
 .





Genghis Khan

 
/ˌɡeNGˌɡis ˈkän ˌjeNGˌɡis ˈkän/






(1162–1227), founder of the Mongol empire; born 
Temujin

 . He took the name Genghis Khan (“ruler of all”) in 1206 after uniting the nomadic Mongol tribes. When he died, his empire extended from China to the Black Sea. His grandson Kublai Khan completed the conquest of China.









genial1


 
/ˈjēnyəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
friendly and cheerful




•
 
waved to them in genial greeting.










2.
 
(especially of air or climate) pleasantly mild and warm.








II.
 
derivatives





genially

 
/ˈjēnyəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
genialis

 ‘nuptial, productive,’ from 
genius

 (see genius
 ). The Latin sense was adopted into English; hence the senses ‘mild and conducive to growth’ (mid 17th cent.), later ‘cheerful, kindly’ (mid 18th cent.).





genial2


 
/jəˈnēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
‹rare›

 of or relating to the chin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
geneion

 ‘chin’ (from 
genus

 ‘jaw’) + -al
 .





geniality

 
/ˌjēnēˈalədē/






noun




the quality of having a friendly and cheerful manner; affability




•
 
he was endowed with geniality and good humor.



















genic

 
/ˈjenik/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to genes




•
 
a genic mutation.




















-genic





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
producing




•
 
carcinogenic.










2.
 
produced by




•
 
iatrogenic.










3.
 
well suited to




•
 
mediagenic.







[on the pattern of words such as 
(photo)genic

 .]











– origin

 from -gen
 + -ic
 .





-genically






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-genical

 (such as 
iatrogenically

 corresponding to 
iatrogenic

 ).













geniculate

 
/jəˈnikyəlit, -ˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 bent at a sharp angle.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
geniculatus

 , from 
geniculum

 ‘small knee, joint (of a plant).’





geniculate body

 
geniculate nucleus






noun






[Anatomy]

 either of two protuberances on the inferior surface of the thalamus that relay auditory and visual impulses respectively to the cerebral cortex.














genie

 
/ˈjēnē/





I.
 
noun




a spirit of Arabian folklore, as traditionally depicted imprisoned within a bottle or oil lamp, and capable of granting wishes when summoned.

Compare with jinn
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a guardian or protective spirit): from French 
génie

 , from Latin 
genius

 (see genius
 ). 
Génie

 was adopted in the current sense by the 18th-cent. French translators of 
The Arabian Nights' Entertainments

 , because of its resemblance in form and sense to Arabic 
jinnī

 ‘jinni.’





genii

 
/ˈjēnēˌē ˈjēnēˌī/






plural form of genie
 , genius
 .










genip

 
/ɡəˈnip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the edible fruit of a tropical American tree.




2.
 
(also 
genipap tree

 )
 — either of two tropical American trees that yield the genip fruit.

[● a large spreading tree (
Melicoccus bijugatus

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 ). ● another term for genipapo
 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from American Spanish 
quenepo

 ‘guinep tree,’ 
quenepa

 , denoting the fruit.






genipapo

 
/ˌjenəˈpapō /

 
genipap tree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American tree of the bedstraw family that yields useful timber. Its fruit has a jellylike pulp that is used for flavoring drinks and to make a black dye.

Also called genip
 . [
Genipa americana

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]




2.
 
a drink, flavoring, or dye made from the genipapo fruit.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
jenipapo

 , from Tupi.





genit.






abbreviation






[Grammar]

 genitive.














genital

 
/ˈjenədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the human or animal reproductive organs




•
 
conditions of the lower genital tract.










2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 (in Freudian theory) relating to or denoting the final stage of psychosexual development reached in adulthood.








II.
 
noun

 — (
genitals

 )


1.
 
a person or animal's external organs of reproduction.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
genitalis

 , from 
genitus

 , past participle of 
gignere

 ‘beget.’





genital herpes






noun




a disease characterized by blisters in the genital area, caused by a variety of the herpes simplex virus.













genitalia

 
/ˌjeniˈtālēə/





I.
 
plural noun






‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 the genitals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
genitalis

 (see genital
 ).





genital wart






noun




a small growth occurring in the anal or genital areas, caused by a virus that is spread especially by sexual contact.













genitive

 
/ˈjenədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a case of nouns and pronouns (and words in grammatical agreement with them) indicating possession or close association.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a word in the genitive case.




2.
 
(
the genitive

 )
 — the genitive case.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
genitival

 
/ˌjenəˈtīv(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
genitivally

 
/ˌjeniˈtīvəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
genitif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
genitivus (casus

 ) ‘(case) of production or origin,’ from 
gignere

 ‘beget.’






genitor

 
/ˈjenədər/





I.
 
noun






[Anthropology]

 a person's biological father.

Often contrasted with pater
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘father’): from Old French 
geniteur

 or Latin 
genitor

 , from the root of 
gignere

 ‘beget.’ The current sense dates from the mid 20th cent.





genitourinary

 
/ˌjenidōˈyo͝orəˌnerē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 of or relating to the genital and urinary organs.













geniture

 
/ˈjeniCHər, -ˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person's birth or parentage.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
geniture

 or Latin 
genitura

 , from the root of 
gignere

 ‘beget.’






genius

 
/ˈjēnyəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
exceptional intellectual or creative power or other natural ability




•
 
she was a teacher of genius




•
 
Gardner had a real 
genius for

 tapping wealth.










2.
 
a person who is exceptionally intelligent or creative, either generally or in some particular respect




•
 
one of the great musical geniuses of the 20th century.










3.
 
a person regarded as exerting a powerful influence over another for good or evil




•
 
he sees Adams as the man's evil genius




•
 
this young man is my good genius, my guardian angel.










4.
 
(
pl.

 genii )
 — (in some mythologies) a guardian spirit associated with a person, place, or institution.




5.
 
(
pl.

 genii)
 — the prevalent character or spirit of something such as a nation or age




•
 
Boucher's paintings did not suit the austere genius of neoclassicism.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very clever or ingenious




•
 
a genius marketing ploy




•
 
this book was absolutely genius in parts.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘attendant spirit present from one's birth, innate ability or inclination,’ from the root of 
gignere

 ‘beget.’ The original sense ‘tutelary spirit attendant on a person’ gave rise to a sense ‘a person's characteristic disposition’ (late 16th cent.), which led to a sense ‘a person's natural ability,’ and finally ‘exceptional natural ability’ (mid 17th cent.).





genius loci

 
/ˈjēnēəs ˈlōsī, -kī/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the prevailing character or atmosphere of a place.




2.
 
the presiding god or spirit of a place.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘spirit of the place.’





genl.






abbreviation




general.













genlock

 
/ˈjenläk/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a device for maintaining synchronization between two different video signals, or between a video signal and a computer or audio signal, enabling video images and computer graphics to be mixed.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
maintain synchronization between two signals using the genlock technique.











– origin

 1960s: from generator
 + the verb lock
 1
 .





genoa

 
/ˈjenˌōə/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 a large jib or foresail whose foot extends aft of the mast, used especially on racing yachts.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because of association with the city of Genoa
 .






Genoa

 
/ˈjenˌōə/






a seaport on the northwestern coast of Italy, capital of Liguria region; pop. 611,171 (2008). It was the birthplace of Christopher Columbus.

Italian name Genova
 .









genocidal

 
/ˌjenəˈsīdl/






adjective




relating to or involving the deliberate killing of a large group of people of a particular nation or ethnic group




•
 
a genocidal dictator




•
 
victims of a genocidal massacre.



















genocide

 
/ˈjenəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




the deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially those of a particular ethnic group or nation.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
genos

 ‘race’ + -cide
 .





Genoese

 
/ˌjenōˈēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian seaport of Genoa or its inhabitants




•
 
a wealthy Genoese family.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian seaport of Genoa




•
 
no two Genoese will agree on the exact proportions of the ingredients of pesto




•
 
the Genoese had trading enclaves in Spain.



















genoise

 
/ZHəˈnwäz/






noun




a sponge cake with melted butter incorporated into the batter.




•
 
the genoise au chocolat paired moist cake layers with a truffle-like filling.




















genome

 
/ˈjēˌnōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the haploid set of chromosomes in a gamete or microorganism, or in each cell of a multicellular organism.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the complete set of genes or genetic material present in a cell or organism.











– origin

 1930s: blend of gene
 and chromosome
 .





genome map






noun






[Biology]

 a record of the entire genome of an organism, consisting of correctly ordered gene maps.













genomic

 
/ˈjēˌnōmik/






adjective






[Biology]

 relating to the haploid set of chromosomes in a gamete or microorganism, or the complete set of genes in a cell or organism




•
 
genomic DNA




•
 
a genomic sequence.




















genomics

 
/jēˈnōmiks jēˈnämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 the branch of molecular biology concerned with the structure, function, evolution, and mapping of genomes.











– origin

 1980s: from 
genome

 ‘the complete set of genes present in an organism’ + 
-ics

 .





genotype

 
/ˈjenəˌtīp ˈjēnəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the genetic constitution of an individual organism.

Often contrasted with phenotype
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
investigate the genetic constitution of (an individual organism)




•
 
the person appointed will be responsible for maintaining and genotyping many different lines of zebra fish.














III.
 
derivatives





genotypic

 
/ˌjenəˈtipik ˌjēnəˈtipik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Genotypus

 , from Greek 
genos

 ‘race, offspring’ + 
-tupos

 ‘type.’






-genous





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
producing; inducing




•
 
erogenous.










2.
 
originating in




•
 
endogenous.

















– origin

 from -gen
 + -ous
 .






Genova

 
/ˈjenəvə/






Italian name for Genoa
 .









genre

 
/ˈZHänrə/





I.
 
noun




a category of artistic composition, as in music or literature, characterized by similarities in form, style, or subject matter.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘a kind’ (see gender
 ).





genre painting





I.
 
noun




a style of painting depicting scenes from ordinary life, especially domestic situations. Genre painting is associated particularly with 17th-century Dutch and Flemish artists.








II.
 
derivatives





genre painter






noun





















gens

 
/jenz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of families in ancient Rome who shared a name and claimed a common origin.




2.
 


[Anthropology]

 a group of people who are related through their male ancestors.











– origin

 Latin, from the root of 
gignere

 ‘beget.’





gent

 
/jent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a gentleman.




2.
 
(
the gents

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 a men's public restroom.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: originally a standard written abbreviation; a colloquial usage since the early 19th cent.






Gent

 
/KHent ɡent/






Flemish name for Ghent
 .









gentamicin

 
/ˌjen(t)əˈmīsən/





I.
 
noun




a broad-spectrum antibiotic used chiefly for severe systemic infections.

[This antibiotic is derived from bacteria of the genus 
Micromonospora

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from 
genta-

 (of unknown origin) + 
-micin

 (alteration of -mycin
 ).






genteel

 
/jenˈtēl/





I.
 
adjective




polite, refined, or respectable, often in an affected or ostentatious way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
genteelly

 
/jenˈtēllē /






adverb













2.
 
genteelness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘fashionable, stylish’): from French 
gentil

 ‘well-born.’ From the 17th cent. to the 19th cent. the word was used in such senses as ‘of good social position,’ ‘having the manners of a well-born person,’ ‘well-bred.’ The ironic or derogatory implication dates from the 19th cent.





genteelism

 
/jenˈtēlizəm/






noun




a word or expression used because it is thought to be socially more acceptable than the everyday word




•
 
in German usage “sister” was the accepted genteelism for “mistress.”



















gentian

 
/ˈjen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of temperate and mountainous regions, typically with violet or vivid blue trumpet-shaped flowers. Many kinds are cultivated as ornamentals, especially as arctic alpines, and some are of medicinal use.

[Genera 
Gentiana

 and 
Gentianella

 , family 
Gentianaceae

 : numerous species, including the four-petaled 
fringed gentian

 (
Gentiana crinita

 ) of North America.]




2.
 
a tonic liquor formerly extracted from the root of the gentian.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
gentiana

 , according to Pliny named after 
Gentius

 , king of Illyria, who is said to have discovered the medicinal properties of a common species.





gentian violet

 
/ˈjenCHən ˈvī(ə)lət/






noun




a synthetic violet dye derived from rosaniline, used as an antiseptic.














gentile

 
/ˈjen(t)īl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(
Gentile

 )
 — not Jewish




•
 
Christianity spread from Jewish into Gentile cultures.










2.
 
(of a person) not belonging to one's own religious community.




3.
 
(in the Mormon church) non-Mormon.




4.
 


[chiefly Anthropology]

 of, relating to, or indicating a nation or clan, especially a gens.








II.
 
noun




a person who is not Jewish.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
gentilis

 ‘of a family or nation, of the same clan’ (used in the Vulgate to refer to non-Jews), from 
gens

 , 
gent-

 ‘family, race,’ from the root of 
gignere

 ‘beget.’






Gentile da Fabriano

 
/jenˌtēlā də ˌfäbrēˈänō/






(
c.

 1370–1427), Italian painter. His major surviving work is 
The Adoration of the Magi

 (1423), an altarpiece.









gentility

 
/jenˈtilədē/





I.
 
noun




social superiority as demonstrated by genteel manners, behavior, or appearances




•
 
her grandmother's pretensions to gentility.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘honorable birth’): from Old French 
gentilite

 , from 
gentil

 (see gentle
 ).






gentle

 
/ˈjen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) mild in temperament or behavior; kind or tender




•
 
he was a gentle, sensitive man.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) noble or having the qualities attributed to noble birth; courteous; chivalrous.




3.
 
moderate in action, effect, or degree; not harsh or severe




•
 
a little gentle persuasion




•
 
a gentle breeze.










4.
 
(of a slope) gradual




•
 
a gentle embankment.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become gentle; calm or pacify


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Cobb's tone gentled a little.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (an animal) docile by gentle handling




•
 
a bird that has been gentled enough to sit on the hand.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gentil

 ‘highborn, noble,’ from Latin 
gentilis

 ‘of the same clan’ (see gentile
 ). The original sense was ‘nobly born,’ hence ‘courteous, chivalrous,’ later ‘mild, moderate in action or disposition’ (mid 16th cent.).





gentle breeze






noun




a light wind of force 3 on the Beaufort scale (7–10 knots or 8–12 mph).













gentlefolk

 
/ˈjen(t)lˌfōk/






plural noun






‹archaic›

 people of high social position.













gentle giant






noun




a man who is tall and strong but has a quiet, mild nature




•
 
he is the consummate nice guy, a gentle giant who is thoughtful and caring.



















gentlelady

 
/jen(t)lˌlādē/






noun




a polite form of a address for a woman, used especially to a congresswoman during a congressional debate.













gentleman

 
/ˈjen(t)lmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chivalrous, courteous, or honorable man




•
 
he behaved like a perfect gentleman.










2.
 
a man of good social position, especially one of wealth and leisure.




3.
 
(in the UK) a man of noble birth attached to a royal household.




4.
 
a polite or formal way of referring to a man




•
 
opposite her an old gentleman sat reading.










5.
 
(
gentlemen

 )
 — used as a polite form of address to a group of men




•
 
“Can I help you, gentlemen?”










6.
 
used as a courteous designation for a male fellow member of the US House of Representatives.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘man of noble birth’): from gentle
 + man
 , translating Old French 
gentilz hom

 . In later use the term denoted a man of a good family (especially one entitled to a coat of arms) but not of the nobility.





gentleman-at-arms

 
/ˈˌjen(t)lmənətˌärmz/






noun




one of the bodyguards of the British monarch on ceremonial occasions.













gentleman farmer

 
/ˈjen(t)lmən ˈfärmər/






noun




a well-to-do man who runs a farm for pleasure.













gentlemanly

 
/ˈjen(t)lmənlē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man) befitting a gentleman; chivalrous, courteous, or honorable




•
 
a paragon of gentlemanly conduct.














II.
 
derivatives





gentlemanliness






noun





















gentleman's agreement

 
/ˈjen(t)lmənz əˌɡrēmənt /

 
gentlemen's agreement






noun




an arrangement or understanding which is based upon the trust of both or all parties, rather than being legally binding.













gentleman's gentleman

 
/jentlmənzˈjentlmən/






noun




a valet.













gentleness

 
/ˈjen(t)lnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being kind, tender, or mild-mannered




•
 
Michael was admired for his gentleness and tolerance




•
 
her gentleness of manner.










2.
 
softness of action or effect; lightness




•
 
the gentleness of his touch




•
 
the gentleness of diffused light.










3.
 
the state of having only gradual inclines




•
 
the gentleness of the terrain.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a courteous or chivalrous quality attributed to noble birth




•
 
the gentleness of English civilization is mixed up with barbarities.



















gentlepeople

 
/jen(t)lˌpēp(ə)l/






plural noun




a polite or formal way of addressing or referring to a group of people.













gentlewoman

 
/ˈjen(t)lˌwo͝omən/






noun






‹archaic›

 a woman of high social standing.













gently

 
/ˈjen(t)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
with a mild, kind, or tender manner




•
 
she gently broke the news to her mom




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a gently humorous account.










2.
 
with lightness of action or effect; softly




•
 
gently pat your skin dry




•
 
palm trees swayed gently in the breeze.










3.
 
with only gradual inclines




•
 
a gently undulating landscape




•
 
the lawn slopes gently to the river.














II.
 
phrases





gently born








‹archaic›

 (of a person) having the qualities attributed to noble birth; courteous and chivalrous




•
 
my family may be silly, but we are still gently born and bred.























gentoo

 
/ˈjento͞o /

 
gentoo penguin





I.
 
noun




a tall penguin with a white triangular patch above the eye, breeding on subantarctic islands.

[
Pygoscelis papua

 , family 
Spheniscidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Anglo-Indian 
Gentoo

 ‘a Hindu,’ from Portuguese 
gentio

 ‘gentile.’





gentrification

 
/ˌjentrəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of renovating and improving a house or district so that it conforms to middle-class taste




•
 
an area undergoing rapid gentrification.










2.
 
the process of making a person or activity more refined or polite




•
 
soccer has undergone gentrification




•
 
Miss Havisham's plan for his gentrification.



















gentrify

 
/ˈjentrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renovate and improve (especially a house or district) so that it conforms to middle-class taste.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
gentrified

 )
 — make (someone or their way of life) more refined or polite.








II.
 
derivatives





gentrifier






noun





















gentry

 
/ˈjentrē/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the gentry

 )


1.
 
people of good social position, specifically (in the UK) the class of people next below the nobility in position and birth




•
 
a member of the landed gentry.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 people of a specified class or group




•
 
a New Orleans family of Creole gentry.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘superiority of birth or rank’): from Anglo-Norman French 
genterie

 , based on 
gentil

 (see gentle
 ).





genu

 
/ˈjēn(y)o͞o, ˈjen(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the knee.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a part of certain structures resembling a knee, in particular a bend in the corpus callosum of mammals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin.





genuflect

 
/ˈjenyəˌflekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lower one's body briefly by bending one knee to the ground, typically in worship or as a sign of respect




•
 
she genuflected and crossed herself.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — show deference or servility




•
 
politicians had to genuflect to the far left to advance their careers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
genuflection

 
/ˌjenyəˈflekSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
genuflector

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bend (the knee)’): from ecclesiastical Latin 
genuflectere

 , from Latin 
genu

 ‘knee’ + 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





genuine

 
/ˈjenyo͞oən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
truly what something is said to be; authentic




•
 
each book is bound in genuine leather.










2.
 
(of a person, emotion, or action) sincere




•
 
she had no doubts as to whether Tom was genuine




•
 
a genuine attempt to delegate authority.














II.
 
derivatives





genuineness

 
/ˈjenyəwən(n)əs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘natural or proper’): from Latin 
genuinus

 , from 
genu

 ‘knee’ (with reference to the Roman custom of a father acknowledging paternity of a newborn child by placing it on his knee); later associated with 
genus

 ‘birth, race, stock.’





genuinely

 
/ˈjenyo͞oənlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a truthful way




•
 
they speak genuinely about how proud they are.










2.
 
used to emphasize sincerity or seriousness




•
 
both parties genuinely believe they're right




•
 
it is genuinely an honor to be on the campaign.










3.
 
to the fullest degree; properly




•
 
people don't genuinely understand what they're dealing with.










4.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — really (used for emphasis)




•
 
this is a genuinely funny film.




















genus

 
/ˈjēnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a principal taxonomic category that ranks above species and below family, and is denoted by a capitalized Latin name, e.g., 
Leo

 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 (in philosophical and general use) a class of things that have common characteristics and that can be divided into subordinate kinds.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘birth, race, stock.’





Gen X






noun




short for Generation X
 :




•
 
Gen X entered a slow job market with a mountain of debt.




















Gen Xer

 
/ˌjen ˈeksər/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of Generation X (born in the 1960s and 1970s).




•
 
of the 1,000 Gen Xers polled, 68 percent said they owned their homes.



















Gen Y






noun




short for Generation Y:




•
 
both Gen X and Gen Y are generally suspicious of big business, the government, and the media.




















-geny





I.
 
combining form




denoting the mode by which something develops or is produced




•
 
orogeny




•
 
organogeny.

















– origin

 related to French 
-génie

 ; both forms derive from Greek 
-geneia

 , from 
gen-

 (root of 
gignomai

 ‘be born, become’ and 
genos

 ‘a kind’).





Gen Yer

 
/ˌjen ˈwīər/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of Generation Y (born in the 1980s and 1990s).




•
 
Gen Yers have no memory of life without computers and the Internet.



















Geo.






abbreviation






‹dated›

 George.














geo-

 
/ˈjēō/





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the earth




•
 
geocentric




•
 
geochemistry.

















– origin

 from Greek 
gē

 ‘earth.’





geobotany

 
/ˌjēōˈbät(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




another term for phytogeography
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geobotanical

 
/-bəˈtanikəl /






adjective













2.
 
geobotanist

 
/-ˈbätn-ist /






noun





















geocache

 
/ˈjēōˌkaSH/





I.
 
noun




(in the activity or pastime of geocaching) an item, typically a container holding a number of other items, that has been hidden at a location whose coordinates have been posted on the Internet




•
 
for the next ten hours we would be battling through mud and flash floods to find over 100 geocaches on foot.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
participate in the activity or pastime of geocaching




•
 
a serious leg injury has meant I've been unable to geocache for a couple of months.














III.
 
derivatives





geocacher






noun





















geocaching

 
/ˈjēōˌkaSHiNG/





I.
 
noun




the recreational activity of hunting for and finding a hidden object by means of GPS coordinates posted on a website.











– origin

 from 
geo(graphical)

 +
cache

 + 
-ing

 .






geocentric

 
/ˌjēōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or representing the earth as the center, as in former astronomical systems.

Compare with heliocentric
 .




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 measured from or considered in relation to the center of the earth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geocentrically

 
/-trik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
geocentrism

 
/-trizəm /






noun





















geochemistry

 
/ˌjēōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the chemical composition of the earth and its rocks and minerals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geochemical

 
/ˌjēōˈkemək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
geochemist

 
/ˌjēōˈkeməst /






noun





















geochronology

 
/ˌjēōkrəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of geology concerned with the dating of rock formations and geological events.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geochronological

 
/-ˌkränəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
geochronologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















geochronometric

 
/ˌjēōˌkränəˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to geochronological measurement.








II.
 
derivatives





geochronometry

 
/-krəˈnämətrē /






noun





















geocode

 
/ˈjēəˌkōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide geographical coordinates corresponding to (a location)




•
 
participants' residential addresses were geocoded, enabling individual survey data to be linked with data on land use




•
 (as 
noun

 
geocoding

 )
 
only about 70 percent of addresses were of a standard that would allow geocoding.














II.
 
noun




a set of geographical coordinates corresponding to a location




•
 
the calculation is made based upon the geocode for every zip code in the Hudson Valley.














III.
 
derivatives





geocoder






noun





















geodata

 
/ˈjēōˌdatə, -ˌdātə/






noun




computerized geographical data.




•
 
the use of geodata greatly depends on the ease and speed of acquisition.



















geode

 
/ˈjēōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cavity in rock lined with crystals or other mineral matter.




2.
 
a rock containing a cavity lined with crystals or other mineral matter.








II.
 
derivatives





geodic

 
/jēˈädik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
geōdēs

 ‘earthy,’ from 
gē

 ‘earth.’





geodesic

 
/ˌjēəˈdesik ˌjēəˈdēsik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the shortest possible line between two points on a sphere or other curved surface.




2.
 
another term for geodetic
 .








II.
 
noun




a geodesic line or structure.













geodesic dome






noun




a dome constructed of short struts following geodesic lines and forming an open framework of triangles or polygons. The principles of its construction were described by Buckminster Fuller.














geodesy

 
/jēˈädəsē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of mathematics dealing with the shape and area of the earth or large portions of it.








II.
 
derivatives





geodesist

 
/-sist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
geodaesia

 , from Greek 
geōdaisia

 , from 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
daiein

 ‘to divide.’






geodetic

 
/ˌjēəˈdedik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to geodesy, especially as applied to land surveying.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
geōdaitēs

 ‘land surveyor,’ from 
geōdaisia

 (see geodesy
 ).





geodetic survey






noun




a land survey with corrections made to account for the curvature of the earth's surface.













geoduck

 
/ˈɡo͞oēˌdək/





I.
 
noun




a giant mud-burrowing bivalve mollusk occurring on the west coast of North America, where it is collected for food. Its shell valves are not large enough to enclose its body and very long siphon.

[
Panopea generosa

 , family 
Hyatellidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Puget Sound Salish.





geoeconomics

 
/ˌjēōˌekəˈnämiks, -ēkə-/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the economic trends and conditions of the world's countries and how they are related; economics considered on the broadest global scale.




2.
 
the economic policies or conditions of a country as seen in a global perspective.













geoengineering

 
/ˌjēōenjəˈniriNG/






noun




the deliberate large-scale manipulation of an environmental process that affects the earth's climate, in an attempt to counteract the effects of global warming.













geofence

 
/ˈjēōˌfens/





I.
 
noun




a virtual geographic boundary, defined by GPS or RFID technology, that enables software to trigger a response when a mobile device enters or leaves a particular area




•
 
they could put up a geofence around the building, meaning your phone disables itself when you enter it.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create a virtual geographic boundary around (an area) by means of GPS or RFID technology, enabling software to trigger a response when a mobile device enters or leaves the area




•
 
the company has now geofenced the locations of 180,000 US schools




•
 (as 
adj.

 
geofenced

 )
 
when you leave that geofenced area, the apps are again enabled.



















geofencing

 
/ˈjēōˌfensiNG/






noun




the use of GPS or RFID technology to create a virtual geographic boundary, enabling software to trigger a response when a mobile device enters or leaves a particular area




•
 
geofencing turns the lights off when you leave and on when you get home




•
 
kids are savvy enough to get around geofencing of the school grounds.



















Geoffrey of Monmouth

 
/ˌjefrē əv ˈmänməTH/






(
c.

 1100–
c.

 54), Welsh chronicler. His 
Historia Regum Britanniae

 (
c.

 1139; first printed in 1508), an account of the kings of Britain, was a major source for English literature, especially for the tales of King Arthur.









geog.






abbreviation



1.
 
geographer.




2.
 
geographic.




3.
 
geographical.




4.
 
geography.













geographer

 
/jēˈäɡrəfər/






noun




an expert in the study of the physical features of the earth and its atmosphere, and of human activity as it affects and is affected by these.













geographical

 
/ˌjēəˈɡrafik(ə)l /

 
geographic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on or derived from the physical features of an area




•
 
the geographical distribution of plants




•
 
the geographical area covered by the Diocese.




•
 
geographical boundaries.










2.
 
of or relating to geography.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
géographique

 or late Latin 
geographicus

 , from Greek 
geōgraphikos

 , from 
geōgraphos

 ‘geographer,’ from 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
graphein

 ‘write, draw.’





geographically

 
/ˌjēəˈɡrafəklē/






adverb




in terms of the geography or physical features of an area




•
 
the city has always felt geographically isolated from the rest of Canada.



















geographical mile

 
/ˌjēəˈɡrafəkəl mīl/






noun




a distance equal to one minute of longitude or latitude at the equator (about 1,850 meters).














geography

 
/jēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the physical features of the earth and its atmosphere, and of human activity as it affects and is affected by these, including the distribution of populations and resources, land use, and industries.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the nature and relative arrangement of places and physical features




•
 
knowing the geography and topology of the battlefield.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
géographie

 or Latin 
geographia

 , from Greek 
geōgraphia

 , from 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





geoid

 
/ˈjēoid/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the geoid

 )


1.
 
the hypothetical shape of the earth, coinciding with mean sea level and its imagined extension under (or over) land areas.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
geoeidēs

 , from 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
-oeidēs

 (see -oid
 ).





geoinformation

 
/ˌjēōˌinfərˈmāSHən/






noun




computerized geographical information.




•
 
the growing importance of geoinformation in planning, developing, and managing available natural resources.



















geol.






abbreviation



1.
 
geologic.




2.
 
geological.




3.
 
geologist.




4.
 
geology.













geolocation

 
/ˌjēōlōˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the process or technique of identifying the geographical location of a person or device by means of digital information processed via the Internet.








II.
 
derivatives





geolocate






verb





















geological

 
/ˌjēəˈläjəkəl /

 
geologic





I.
 
adjective




relating to the study of the earth's physical structure and substance




•
 
a geological map of the country




•
 
the geological history of the earth.














II.
 
derivatives





geologically

 
/ˌjēəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb





















geological survey






noun




a detailed and systematic study of the topography, geology, and mineral resources of an area or country.













geologist

 
/jēˈäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of geology




•
 
geologists have discovered sediments which contain fossilized single-celled organisms.



















geology

 
/jēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the science that deals with the earth's physical structure and substance, its history, and the processes that act on it.




2.
 
the geological features of an area




•
 
the geology of the Outer Hebrides.










3.
 
the geological features of a planetary body




•
 
the geology of the surface of Mars.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geologic

 
/ˌjēəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
geologize

 
/jēˈäləˌjīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
geologia

 , from Greek 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





geom.






abbreviation



1.
 
geometric.




2.
 
geometrical.




3.
 
geometry.













geomagnetic equator






noun




a notional circle on the earth's surface, the plane of which is equidistant between the north and south magnetic poles and perpendicular to the magnetic field.













geomagnetism

 
/ˌjēōˈmaɡnəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the branch of geology concerned with the magnetic properties of the earth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geomagnetic

 
/ˌjēōˌmaɡˈnedik /






adjective













2.
 
geomagnetically

 
/-ˌmaɡˈnetik(ə)lē /






adverb





















geomancy

 
/ˈjēəˌmansē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of placing or arranging buildings or other sites auspiciously.




2.
 
divination from configurations seen in a handful of earth thrown on the ground, or by interpreting lines or textures on the ground.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geomancer

 
/ˈjēəˌmansər /






noun













2.
 
geomantic

 
/ˌjēəˈman(t)ik /






adjective





















geomatics

 
/ˌjēəˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science that deals with the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data relating to the earth's surface.








II.
 
derivatives





geomatic

 
/ˌjēəˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: blend of 
geography

 and 
informatics

 .






geometer

 
/jēˈämədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person skilled in geometry.




2.
 
(also 
geometer moth

 )
 — 

[Entomology]

 a geometrid moth or its caterpillar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
geometra

 , based on Greek 
geōmetrēs

 , from 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
metrēs

 ‘measurer.’






geometric

 
/ˌjēəˈmetrik /

 
geometrical





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to geometry, or according to its methods.




2.
 
(of a design) characterized by or decorated with regular lines and shapes




•
 
traditional Hopi geometric forms.










3.
 
(
Geometric

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 of or denoting a period of Greek culture (around 900–700 
BC

 ) characterized by geometrically decorated pottery.








II.
 
derivatives





geometrically

 
/ˌjēəˈmetrək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from Latin 
geometricus

 , from Greek 
geōmetrikos

 , from 
geōmetrēs

 (see geometer
 ).





geometric isomer

 
geometrical isomer





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two or more compounds that differ from each other in the arrangement of groups with respect to a double bond, ring, or other rigid structure.








II.
 
derivatives





geometric isomerism






noun






















geometric mean






noun




the central number in a geometric progression (e.g., 
9

 in 
3, 9, 27

 ), also calculable as the 
n

 th root of a product of 
n

 numbers.














geometric progression






noun




a progression of numbers with a constant ratio between each number and the one before (e.g., each subsequent number is increased by a factor of 3 in the progression 
1, 3, 9, 27, 81

 ).













geometrics

 
/ˌjēəˈmetriks/






plural noun




straight lines and simple geometric shapes, e.g., circles and squares, used together to form a design or pattern




•
 
their high-quality sheets in florals, classic solids, and bold geometrics can transform the look and feel of a room.



















geometric series






noun




a series of numbers or quantities in geometric progression.













geometrid

 
/jēˈämətrid/





I.
 
noun




a moth of a large family (
Geometridae

 ), distinguished by having twiglike caterpillars that move by arching and straightening the body.

Also called geometer
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Geometridae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Geometra

 , from Latin 
geometres

 (see geometer
 ).






geometry

 
/jēˈämətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of mathematics concerned with the properties and relations of points, lines, surfaces, solids, and higher dimensional analogs.




2.
 
(
pl.

 geometries)
 — a particular system of geometry




•
 
non-Euclidean geometries.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the shape and relative arrangement of the parts of something




•
 
the geometry of spiders' webs.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
geometria

 , from Greek, from 
gē

 ‘earth’ + 
metria

 (see -metry
 ).





geomorphic

 
/ˌjēəˈmôrfik/






adjective




of or relating to the form of the landscape and other natural features of the earth's surface.













geomorphology

 
/ˌjēōˌmôrˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the physical features of the surface of the earth and their relation to its geological structures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geomorphological

 
/ˌjēōˌmôrfəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
geomorphologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















geopark

 
/ˈjēōpärk/






noun




a UNESCO-designated area containing one or more sites of particular geological importance, intended to conserve the geological heritage and promote public awareness of it, typically through tourism.













geophagy

 
/jēˈäfəjē/





I.
 
noun




the practice of eating earth, especially chalk or clay in famine-stricken regions.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from geo-
 ‘earth’ + Greek 
phagia

 ‘eating, feeding’ (from 
phagein

 ‘eat’).





geophysical

 
/ˌjēəˈfizikəl/






adjective




relating to the physics of the earth




•
 
a detailed geophysical survey of the area.



















geophysics

 
/ˌjēōˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the physics of the earth.








II.
 
derivatives





geophysicist

 
/ˌjēōˈfizəsəst /






noun





















geopolitics

 
/ˌjēōˈpälədiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
politics, especially international relations, as influenced by geographical factors




•
 
we were entering a new phase of global geopolitics.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geopolitical

 
/ˌjēōpəˈlidəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
geopolitically

 
/ˌjēōpəˈlidəklē /






adverb













3.
 
geopolitician

 
/ˌjēōpäləˈtiSHən /






noun





















Geordie

 
/ˈjôrdē /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person from Tyneside, an area in northeastern England.




2.
 
the English dialect or accent typical of people from Tyneside.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Tyneside, its people, or their accent or dialect




•
 
Geordie humor.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: diminutive of the given name 
George

 .





George

 
/jôrj/





I.
 
the name of four kings of Great Britain and Ireland, one of Great Britain and Ireland (from 1920, of the United Kingdom), and one of the United Kingdom.




II.
 


George I

 (1660–1727), great-grandson of James I; reigned 1714–27; elector of Hanover 1698–1727. The first British sovereign of the house of Hanover, he was unpopular in England because of his German manners and his inability to speak English.




III.
 


George II

 (1683–1760), son of George I; reigned 1727–60; elector of Hanover 1727–60. He took an active part in the War of the Austrian Succession 1740–48.




IV.
 


George III

 (1738–1820), grandson of George II; reigned 1760–1820; elector of Hanover 1760–1815; king of Hanover 1815–20. He reigned during the time of the American Revolution and the War of 1812. His political influence declined from 1788 after bouts of mental illness.




V.
 


George IV

 (1762–1830), son of George III; reigned 1820–30. Known as a patron of the arts and 
bon viveur

 , he had a bad reputation that was further damaged by his attempt to divorce his estranged wife 
Caroline of Brunswick

 just after coming to the throne.




VI.
 


George V

 (1865–1936), son of Edward VII; reigned 1910–36. He exercised restrained but important influence over British politics and played a significant role in the formation of the government in 1931. During World War I he changed the name of the royal house to Windsor.




VII.
 


George VI

 (1894–1952), son of George V; reigned 1936–52. He came to the throne when his older brother Edward VIII abdicated.









George, Lake

 
/jôrj/






a resort lake in northeastern New York, northeast of Albany, near the Vermont border, scene of many 18th-century military actions.









George, St.






patron saint of England. He is reputed in legend to have slain a dragon and may have been martyred near Lydda in Palestine some time before the reign of Constantine. Feast day, April 23.









Georges Bank

 
/ˌjôrjəz ˈbaNGk/






underwater rise in the Atlantic Ocean, between Massachusetts and Nova Scotia, site of important US and Canadian fishing zones.









Georgetown

 
/ˈjôrjtoun/





I.
 
the capital of Guyana, a port at the mouth of the Demerara River; pop. 133,000 (est. 2007).




II.
 
an affluent section of northwestern Washington, DC, home to government officials, shopping districts, and Georgetown University.









George Town





I.
 
the capital of the Cayman Islands, on the island of Grand Cayman; pop. 28,000 (est. 2007).




II.
 
the chief port of Malaysia and capital of the state of Penang, on Penang Island; pop. 158,800 (est. 2009).

Also called Penang
 .









georgette

 
/jôrˈjet/





I.
 
noun




a thin silk or crepe dress material.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Georgette

 de la Plante (
c.

 1900), French dressmaker.






Georgia

 
/ˈjôrjə/





I.
 
a country in southwestern Asia, on the eastern shore of the Black Sea; pop. 4,615,800 (est. 2009); capital, Tbilisi; languages, Georgian (official), Russian, and Armenian.

An independent kingdom in medieval times, Georgia became part of the Russian empire in the 19th century and then was absorbed into the Soviet Union. When the Soviet Union broke up in 1991, Georgia became an independent republic outside of the Commonwealth of Independent States. Since then, separatist movements among the Abkhazian and South Ossetian minorities have led to outbreaks of ethnic conflict.




II.
 
a state in the southeastern US, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 9,685,744 (est. 2008); capital, Atlanta; statehood, Jan. 2, 1788 (4). Founded as an English colony in 1732 and named after George II, it was one of the original thirteen states. It was the site of General Sherman's “March to the Sea” in 1864 during the Civil War.









Georgia, Strait of

 
/ˈjôrjə/






an ocean passage between Vancouver Island and the mainland of British Columbia and Washington.









Georgian1


 
/ˈjôrjən/






adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of the reigns of the British kings George I–IV (1714–1830).




2.
 
of or relating to British architecture of the Georgian period that was characterized especially by restrained elegance and the use of neoclassical styles.




3.
 
of or characteristic of the reigns of the British kings George V and VI (1910–52).




4.
 
of or relating to British literature of 1910–20, in particular pastoral poetry of a type strongly attacked by the early modernists.













Georgian2


 
/ˈjôrjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the country Georgia, or a person of Georgian descent.




2.
 
the South Caucasian (or Kartvelian) language, having its own alphabet, that is the official language of Georgia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the country Georgia, its people, or their language.













Georgian3


 
/ˈjôrjən/





I.
 
noun




a native or resident of the US state of Georgia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the US state of Georgia.













georgic

 
/ˈjôrjik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poem or book dealing with agriculture or rural topics.




2.
 
(
Georgics

 )
 — the title of a didactic poem on farming by the Roman poet Virgil.








II.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 rustic; pastoral.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
geōrgikos

 , from 
geōrgos

 ‘farmer.’





geoscience

 
/ˈjēōˌsīəns/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
geosciences

 )


1.
 
earth sciences, especially geology.








II.
 
derivatives





geoscientist

 
/ˌjēōˈsīən(t)əst /






noun





















geospatial

 
/ˌjēōˈspāSH(ə)l/






adjective






[Geography]

 relating to or denoting data that is associated with a particular location.













geosphere

 
/ˈjēōˌsfir/






noun




any of the almost spherical concentric regions of matter that make up the earth and its atmosphere, as the lithosphere and hydrosphere.













geostationary

 
/ˌjēōˈstāSHənərē/






adjective




(of an artificial satellite of the earth) moving in a geosynchronous orbit in the plane of the equator, so that it remains stationary in relation to a fixed point on the surface. This orbit is achieved at an altitude of 22,300 miles (35,900 km) above the earth. It is used by communication and meteorological satellites.













geostrophic

 
/ˌjēəˈsträfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Meteorology]

 
[Oceanography]

 relating to or denoting the component of a wind or current that arises from a balance between pressure gradients and Coriolis forces.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from geo-
 ‘of the earth’ + Greek 
strophē

 ‘a turning’ (from 
strephein

 ‘to turn’).





geosynchronous

 
/ˌjēōˈsiNGkrənəs/






adjective




(of an earth satellite or its orbit) having a period of rotation synchronous with that of the earth's rotation.













geosyncline

 
/ˌjēōˈsinklīn/






noun






[Geology]

 a large-scale depression in the earth's crust containing very thick deposits.













geotag

 
/ˈjēōˌtaɡ/





I.
 
noun




an electronic tag that assigns a geographical location to a photograph or video, a posting on a social media website, etc.




•
 
you can go back and add geotags to existing shots.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
geotagging

 )


1.
 
assign a geotag or geotags to (a digital photograph or video, a posting on a social media website, etc.)




•
 
the device also has a 3 megapixel camera which can be used for geotagging




•
 
researchers looked at a total of 380,000 messages, each geotagged so that the location of the tweeter could be pinpointed.



















geotaxis

 
/ˌjēōˈtaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the motion of a motile organism or cell in response to the force of gravity.








II.
 
derivatives





geotactic

 
/-ˈtaktik /






adjective





















geotechnics

 
/ˌjēōˈtekniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of civil engineering concerned with the study and modification of soil and rocks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
geotechnic






adjective













2.
 
geotechnical

 
/-nikəl /






adjective





















geotectonic

 
/ˌjēōtekˈtänik/






adjective




another term for tectonic
 .














geothermal

 
/ˌjēōˈTHərməl /

 
geothermic






adjective




of, relating to, or produced by the internal heat of the earth




•
 
some 70% of Iceland's energy needs are met from geothermal sources.



















geotropism

 
/jēəˈtrōpizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the growth of the parts of plants with respect to the force of gravity. The upward growth of plant shoots is an instance of 
negative geotropism

 ; the downward growth of roots is 
positive geotropism

 .








II.
 
derivatives





geotropic

 
/ˌjēəˈträpik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from geo-
 ‘earth’ + Greek 
tropē

 ‘turning’ + -ism
 .





ger.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Grammar]

 gerund.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 gerundive.













Gera

 
/ˈɡārä/






an industrial city in eastern central Germany, in Thuringia; pop. 102,700 (est. 2006).









geranial

 
/jəˈrānēəl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a fragrant oil present in lemongrass oil and used in perfumery.

[an isomer of citral; chem. formula: C10
 H16
 O.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, contraction of 
Geraniumaldehyde

 .





geraniol

 
/jəˈrānēˌôl, -ˌäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a fragrant liquid present in some floral oils and used in perfumery.

[A terpenoid alcohol; chem. formula: C10
 H18
 O.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from geranium
 + -ol
 .






geranium

 
/jəˈrānēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant or small shrub of a genus that comprises the cranesbills and their relatives. Geraniums bear a long narrow fruit that is said to be shaped like the bill of a crane.

[Genus 
Geranium

 , family 
Geraniaceae

 .]




2.
 
(in general or informal use) a cultivated pelargonium.




3.
 
the scarlet color of many cultivated pelargoniums.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
geranion

 , from 
geranos

 ‘crane.’





gerbera

 
/ˈɡərbərə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family, native to Asia and Africa, with large brightly colored flowers.

[Genus 
Gerbera

 , family 
Compositae

 : many species, in particular the widely cultivated Transvaal daisy.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Traugott 
Gerber

 (died 1743), German naturalist.





gerbil

 
/ˈjərbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a burrowing mouselike rodent that is specially adapted to living in arid conditions, found in Africa and Asia.

[Subfamily 
Gerbillinae

 , family 
Muridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Gerbillus

 .]




2.
 
another term for jird
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
gerbille

 , from modern Latin 
gerbillus

 , diminutive of 
gerboa

 (see jerboa
 ).





gerenuk

 
/ˈɡerəˌno͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a slender East African antelope with a long neck, often browsing on tall bushes by standing on its hind legs.

[
Litocranius walleri

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Somali.





geriatric

 
/ˌjerēˈatrik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to old people, especially with regard to their health care




•
 
a geriatric hospital.














II.
 
noun




an old person, especially one receiving special care




•
 
a rest home for geriatrics.

















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
gēras

 ‘old age’ + 
iatros

 ‘doctor,’ on the pattern of 
pediatric

 . / 
usage:

 
Geriatric

 is the normal, semiofficial term used in the US and Britain when referring to the health care of old people (a geriatric ward; geriatric patients). When used outside such contexts, however, it typically carries overtones of being worn out and decrepit and can therefore be offensive.





geriatrics

 
/ˌjerēˈatriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of medicine or social science dealing with the health and care of old people.








II.
 
derivatives





geriatrician

 
/ˌjerēəˈtriSHən /






noun





















Géricault, Théodore

 
/ˌZHerēˈkō/






(1791–1824), French painter; full name 
Jean Louis André Théodore Géricault

 . His most noted work, 
The Raft of the Medusa

 (1819), depicts the survivors of a famous 1816 shipwreck.










germ

 
/jərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a microorganism, especially one that causes disease.




2.
 
a portion of an organism capable of developing into a new one or part of one.

Compare with germ cell
 .




3.
 
the embryo in a cereal grain or other plant seed.

Compare with wheat germ
 .




4.
 
an initial stage from which something may develop




•
 


the germ of

 a brilliant idea.














II.
 
derivatives





germy






adjective






‹informal›

 germ
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): via Old French from Latin 
germen

 ‘seed, sprout.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 19th cent.






german

 
/ˈjərmən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 germane.




2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a sibling) having the same parents




•
 
my brothers-german.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
germain

 , from Latin 
germanus

 ‘genuine, of the same parents.’






German

 
/ˈjərmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Germany.




2.
 
a person of German descent




•
 
Sudeten Germans.










3.
 
a West Germanic language used in Germany, Austria, and parts of Switzerland, and by communities in the US and elsewhere.

See also High German
 , Low German
 .




4.
 
(in full 
German cotillion

 )
 — a complex dance in which one couple leads the other couples through a variety of figures and there is a continual change of partners.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Germany, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from Latin 
Germanus

 , used to designate related peoples of central and northern Europe, a name perhaps given by Celts to their neighbors; compare with Old Irish 
gair

 ‘neighbor.’





German cockroach






noun




a small, brown, common indoor cockroach found worldwide.

[
Blatella germanica

 , order 
Dictyoptera

 .]













German Democratic Republic

 
/ˈjərmən ˈˌdeməˈˌkradik rəˈpəblik rēˈpəblik /

 
GDR, DDR






official name for the former state of 
East Germany

 (see Germany
 ).










germander

 
/jərˈmandər/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed plant of the mint family. Some kinds are cultivated as ornamentals and some are used in herbal medicine.

[Genus 
Teucrium

 , family 
Labiatae

 : many species, including the 
American germander

 (
T. canadense

 ) and the European 
wall germander

 (
T. chamaedrys

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
germandra

 , based on Greek 
khamaidrus

 , literally ‘ground oak,’ from 
khamai

 ‘on the ground’ + 
drus

 ‘oak’ (because the leaves of some species were thought to resemble those of the oak).






germander speedwell






noun




a speedwell with bright blue flowers and leaves resembling those of the germander, native to Eurasia but now common in North America.

[
Veronica chamaedrys

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]













germane

 
/jərˈmān/





I.
 
adjective




relevant to a subject under consideration




•
 
that is not 
germane to

 our theme.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
germanely






adverb













2.
 
germaneness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of german
 , with which it was synonymous from Middle English. The current sense has arisen from a usage in Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 .





German East Africa






a former German protectorate in East Africa 1891–1918 that corresponds to present-day Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi.









German Empire





I.
 
an empire in German-speaking central Europe, created by Bismarck in 1871 after the Franco-Prussian War by the union of twenty-five German states under the Hohenzollern king of Prussia.

Also called Second Reich.





Forming an alliance with Austria–Hungary, the German Empire became the greatest industrial power in Europe and engaged in colonial expansion in Africa, China, and the Far East. Tensions arising with other colonial powers led to World War I, after which the German Empire collapsed and the Weimar Republic was created.






Germanic

 
/jərˈmanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the branch of the Indo-European language family that includes English, German, Dutch, Frisian, the Scandinavian languages, and Gothic.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the peoples of ancient northern and western Europe speaking Germanic languages.




3.
 
having characteristics of or attributed to Germans or Germany




•
 
she had an almost Germanic regard for order.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Germanic languages collectively.

See also East Germanic
 , North Germanic
 , West Germanic
 .




2.
 
the unrecorded ancient language from which the Germanic languages developed, thought to have been spoken on the shores of the Baltic Sea in the 3rd millennium 
BC

 .

Also called Proto-Germanic
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
Germanicus

 , from 
Germanus

 (see German
 ).





Germanist

 
/ˈjərmənəst/






noun




an expert in or student of the language, literature, and civilization of Germany, or of Germanic languages.













germanium

 
/ˌjərˈmānēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ge

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 32, a shiny gray semimetal. Germanium was important in the making of transistors and other semiconductor devices, but has been largely replaced by silicon.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
Germanus

 (see German
 ).





Germanize

 
/ˈjərməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make German; cause to adopt German language and customs




•
 
the Poles had Germanized their family names.














II.
 
derivatives





Germanization

 
/ˌjərmənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌjərməˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















German measles

 
/ˈˌjərmən ˈmēzəlz/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
another term for rubella
 .













Germano-






combining form



1.
 
German; German and …




•
 
Germanophile.










2.
 
relating to Germany




•
 
Germanocentric.



















Germanophile

 
/jərˈmanəˌfīl/






noun




a person who is fond of or greatly admires Germany or German people or culture.














German shepherd

 
German shepherd dog






noun




a large dog of a breed often used as guard dogs or guide dogs or for police work.














German silver

 
/ˈˌjərmən ˈsilvər/






noun




a white alloy of nickel, zinc, and copper.













German South West Africa






a former German protectorate 1884–1918 in southwestern Africa that corresponds to present-day Namibia.









Germantown

 
/ˈjərmənˌtoun/





I.
 
a city in southwestern Tennessee, a southeastern suburb of Memphis; pop. 37,251 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a historic residential section of northwestern Philadelphia in Pennsylvania, scene of a 1777 battle.










Germany

 
/ˈjərmənē/





I.
 
a country in central Europe, on the Baltic Sea in the north; pop. 82,329,800 (est. 2009); capital, Berlin; official language, German.

German name Deutschland
 .





The multiplicity of small German states achieved real unity only with the rise of Prussia and the formation of the German Empire in the mid 19th century. After being defeated in World War I, Germany was taken over in the 1930s by the Nazi dictatorship that led to a policy of expansionism and eventually to complete defeat in World War II. Germany was occupied for a time by the victorious Allies and was partitioned. The western part (including West Berlin), which was occupied by the US, Britain, and France, became the Federal Republic of Germany or 
West Germany

 , with its capital at Bonn. The eastern part, occupied by the former Soviet Union, became the German Democratic Republic or 
East Germany

 , with its capital in East Berlin. West Germany emerged as a major European industrial power and was a founder member of the EEC, while the East remained under Soviet domination. After the general collapse of communism in eastern Europe, East and West Germany reunited on October 3, 1990.






germ cell

 
/ˈjərm ˌsel/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a cell containing half the number of chromosomes of a somatic cell and able to unite with one from the opposite sex to form a new individual; a gamete.




2.
 


[Biology]

 an embryonic cell with the potential of developing into a gamete.













germ-free






adjective




containing no germs; sterile or clean




•
 
an enclosed, germ-free environment.



















germicide

 
/ˈjərməˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a substance or other agent that destroys harmful microorganisms; an antiseptic.








II.
 
derivatives





germicidal

 
/ˈjərməˌsīdl /






adjective





















germinal

 
/ˈjərmənl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or of the nature of a germ cell or embryo.




2.
 
in the earliest stage of development.




3.
 
providing material for future development




•
 
the subject was revived in a germinal article by Charles Ferguson.














II.
 
derivatives





germinally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
germen

 , 
germin-

 ‘sprout, seed’ + -al
 .





Germinal

 
/ˈjərmənl/






noun




the seventh month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from March 21 to April 19.













germinal disk

 
germinal disc






noun




another term for blastodisk
 .













germinate

 
/ˈjərməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a seed or spore) begin to grow and put out shoots after a period of dormancy.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a seed or spore) to germinate.




3.
 
come into existence and develop




•
 
the idea germinated and slowly grew into an obsession.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
germinable

 
/-nəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
germinative

 
/ˈjərməˌnādiv /






adjective













3.
 
germinator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
germinat-

 ‘sprouted forth, budded,’ from the verb 
germinare

 , from 
germen

 , 
germin-

 ‘sprout, seed.’





germination

 
/ˌjərməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the development of a plant from a seed or spore after a period of dormancy




•
 
successful germination of crops




•
 
light can influence seed germination.










2.
 
the process of something coming into existence and developing




•
 
the rules would stifle the germination of new ideas.



















Germiston

 
/ˈjərməstən/






a city in South Africa, southeast of Johannesburg; pop. 139,700 (est. 2001). It is the site of a large gold refinery.









germ layer






noun






[Embryology]

 each of the three layers of cells (ectoderm, mesoderm, and endoderm) that are formed in the early embryo.













germ line






noun






[Biology]

 a series of germ cells each descended or developed from earlier cells in the series, regarded as continuing through successive generations of an organism.













germophobe

 
/ˈjərməˌfōb /

 
germaphobe





I.
 
noun




a person with an extreme fear of germs and an obsession with cleanliness




•
 
I'm not a germophobe, but everyone knows that hotel remote controls are never cleaned and are probably filthy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
germophobia

 
/ˌjərməˈfōbēə /






noun













2.
 
germophobic

 
/ˌjərməˈfōbik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from germ
 + -phobia
 .





germ plasm






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 germ cells, collectively.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the genetic material of germ cells.













germ warfare

 
/jərm ˈwôrˌfe(ə)r/






noun




another term for biological warfare
 .














Geronimo1


 
/jəˈränəˌmō/






(
c.

 1829–1909), Apache chief; Apache name 
Goyathlay

 . He resisted white encroachment on tribal lands in Arizona by leading his people in raids on settlers and US troops before he surrendered in 1886.









Geronimo2


 
/jəˈränəˌmō/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express exhilaration, especially when leaping from a great height or moving at a high speed.











– origin

 World War II: by association with Geronimo
 1
 , adopted as a slogan by American paratroopers.





gerontic

 
/jəˈrän(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to old age, elderly people, or senescent animals or plants.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
gerōn

 , 
geront-

 ‘old man’ + -ic
 .





gerontocracy

 
/ˌjerənˈtäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state, society, or group governed by old people.




2.
 
government based on rule by old people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gerontocrat

 
/jəˈräntəˌkrat /






noun













2.
 
gerontocratic

 
/jəˌräntəˈkratik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
gerōn

 , 
geront-

 ‘old man’ + -cracy
 .





gerontology

 
/ˌjerənˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of old age, the process of aging, and the particular problems of old people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gerontological

 
/jəˌräntlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
gerontologist

 
/ˌjerənˈtäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
gerōn

 , 
geront-

 ‘old man’ + -logy
 .





-gerous





I.
 
combining form




bearing (a specified thing)




•
 
armigerous.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-ger

 ‘bearing’ (from the root of 
gerere

 ‘to bear, carry’) + -ous
 .





Gerry, Elbridge

 
/ˈjerē/






(1744–1814), US politician; a signer of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and vice president of the US 1813–14. His political maneuvering regarding electoral redistricting in Massachusetts gave rise to the term “gerrymander.”









gerrymander

 
/ˈjerēˌmandər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
gerrymandering

 )


1.
 
manipulate the boundaries of (an electoral constituency) so as to favor one party or class.




2.
 
achieve (a result) by manipulating the boundaries of an electoral constituency




•
 
a total freedom to gerrymander the results they want.














II.
 
noun




an instance of gerrymandering.








III.
 
derivatives





gerrymanderer

 
/ˈjerēˌmand(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of Governor Elbridge 
Gerry

 of Massachusetts + salamander
 , from the supposed similarity between a salamander and the shape of a new voting district on a map drawn when he was in office (1812), the creation of which was felt to favor his party: the map (with claws, wings, and fangs added), was published in the Boston 
Weekly Messenger

 , with the title 
The Gerry-Mander

 .





Gershwin, George

 
/ˈɡərˌSHwin/






(1898–1937), US composer and pianist; born 
Jacob Gershovitz

 . He achieved success in 1919 with the song 
“Swanee”

 and went on to compose many successful songs and musicals, as well as 
Rhapsody in Blue

 (1924) and 
An American in Paris

 (1928) for orchestra and an opera, 
Porgy and Bess

 (1935). The lyrics for many of these were written by his brother 
Ira Gershwin

 (1896–1983).










gerund

 
/ˈjerənd/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a form that is derived from a verb but that functions as a noun, in English ending in 
-ing

 , e.g., 
asking

 in 
do you mind my asking you?













– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
gerundium

 , from 
gerundum

 , variant of 
gerendum

 , the gerund of Latin 
gerere

 ‘do.’





gerundive

 
/jəˈrəndiv/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 (in Latin) a form that is derived from a verb but that functions as an adjective, denoting something “that should or must be done.”











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘gerund’): from late Latin 
gerundivus (modus

 ) ‘gerundive (mood),’ from 
gerundium

 (see gerund
 ).






Gesellschaft

 
/ɡəˈzelˌSHäft, -ˌSHaft/





I.
 
noun




social relations based on impersonal ties, as duty to a society or organization.

Contrasted with Gemeinschaft
 .











– origin

 German, from 
Gesell(e

 ) ‘companion’ + 
-schaft

 (see -ship
 ).





gesneriad

 
/ɡesˈni(ə)rēˌad, jes-/





I.
 
noun




a tropical plant of a family that includes African violets, gloxinias, and their relatives.

[Family 
Gesneriaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gesneria

 (genus name), from the name of Conrad von 
Gesner

 (1516–65), Swiss naturalist, + -ad
 1
 .





gesso

 
/ˈjesō/





I.
 
noun




a hard compound of plaster of Paris or whiting in glue, used in sculpture or as a base for gilding or painting on wood.








II.
 
derivatives





gessoed






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: Italian, from Latin 
gypsum

 (see gypsum
 ).






gestalt

 
/ɡəˈSHtält /

 
Gestalt





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 an organized whole that is perceived as more than the sum of its parts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gestaltism






noun













2.
 
gestaltist






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from German 
Gestalt

 , literally ‘form, shape.’





Gestalt psychology






noun




a movement in psychology founded in Germany in 1912, seeking to explain perceptions in terms of gestalts rather than by analyzing their constituents.













Gestalt therapy






noun




a psychotherapeutic approach developed by Fritz Perls (1893–1970). It focuses on insight into gestalts in patients and their relations to the world, and often uses role playing to aid the resolution of past conflicts.













Gestapo

 
/ɡəˈstäpō/





I.
 
the German secret police under Nazi rule. It ruthlessly suppressed opposition to the Nazis in Germany and occupied Europe and sent Jews and others to concentration camps. From 1936 it was headed by Heinrich Himmler.







– origin

 German, from 
Geheime Staatspolizei

 ‘secret state police.’





gestate

 
/ˈjeˌstāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry a fetus in the womb from conception to birth




•
 
rabbits gestate for approximately twenty-eight days




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
these individuals gestate male-based litters.










2.
 
(of a fetus) undergo gestation.




3.
 
develop over a long period




•
 
a research trip he made while gestating his new book.














II.
 
derivatives





gestative

 
/jeˈstātiv, ˈjestətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
gestat-

 ‘carried in the womb,’ from the verb 
gestare

 .





gestation

 
/jeˈstāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of carrying or being carried in the womb between conception and birth.




2.
 
the development of something over a period of time




•
 
various ideas are in the process of gestation.














II.
 
derivatives





gestational

 
/jeˈstāSHən(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an excursion on horseback, in a carriage, etc., considered as exercise): from Latin 
gestatio(n-)

 , from 
gestare

 ‘carry, carry in the womb,’ frequentative of 
gerere

 ‘carry.’





gesticulate

 
/jeˈstikyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use gestures, especially dramatic ones, instead of speaking or to emphasize one's words




•
 
they were shouting and gesticulating frantically at drivers who did not slow down.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gesticulative

 
/-ˌlātiv /






adjective













2.
 
gesticulator

 
/jeˈstikyəˌlādər /






noun













3.
 
gesticulatory

 
/ˌjeˈstikyələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
gesticulat-

 ‘gesticulated,’ from the verb 
gesticulari

 , from 
gesticulus

 , diminutive of 
gestus

 ‘action.’





gesticulation

 
/jeˌstikyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




a gesture, especially a dramatic one, used instead of speaking or to emphasize one's words




•
 
he punctuated his speech with wild gesticulations




•
 
there was a lot of gesticulation.



















gesture

 
/ˈjesCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movement of part of the body, especially a hand or the head, to express an idea or meaning




•
 
Alex made a gesture of apology




•
 
so much is conveyed by gesture.










2.
 
an action performed to convey one's feelings or intentions




•
 
Maggie was touched by the kind gesture.










3.
 
an action performed for show in the knowledge that it will have no effect




•
 
I hope the amendment will not be just a gesture.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a gesture




•
 
she gestured meaningfully with the pistol.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (something) with a gesture or gestures




•
 
he gestured his dissent at this.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
infinitive

 ]
 — direct or invite (someone) to move somewhere specified




•
 
he gestured her to a chair.














III.
 
derivatives





gestural

 
/ˈjesCH(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
gestura

 , from Latin 
gerere

 ‘bear, wield, perform.’ The original sense was ‘bearing, deportment,’ hence ‘the use of posture and bodily movements for effect in oratory.’





gesundheit

 
/ɡəˈzo͝on(t)īt/





I.
 
exclamation




used to wish good health to a person who has just sneezed.











– origin

 from German 
Gesundheit

 ‘health.’






get

 
/ɡet/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — come to have or hold (something); receive




•
 
I got the impression that she wasn't happy.










2.
 
experience, suffer, or be afflicted with (something bad)




•
 
I got a sudden pain in my left eye.










3.
 
receive as a punishment or penalty




•
 
I'll get the sack if things go wrong.










4.
 
contract (a disease or ailment)




•
 
I might be getting the flu.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — succeed in attaining, achieving, or experiencing; obtain




•
 
I need all the sleep I can get.










6.
 
move in order to pick up or bring (something); fetch




•
 
get another chair




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I'll get you a drink.










7.
 
tend to meet with or find in a specified place or situation




•
 
it was nothing like the winters we get in Florida.










8.
 
travel by or catch (a bus, train, or other form of transport)




•
 
I'll get a taxi and be home in an hour.










9.
 
obtain (a figure or answer) as a result of calculation.




10.
 
respond to a ring of (a telephone or doorbell) or the knock on (a door)




•
 
I'll get it!










11.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 said as an invitation to notice or look at someone, especially to criticize or ridicule them




•
 
get her!










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — enter or reach a specified state or condition; become




•
 
he got very worried




•
 
it's getting late




•
 [with 
past participle

 ]
 
you'll get used to it.










13.
 
[as 
auxiliary verb

 ]
 — used with a past participle to form the passive mood




•
 
the cat got groomed.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to be treated in a specified way




•
 
get the form signed by a doctor.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — induce or prevail upon (someone) to do something




•
 
Sophie got Beth to make a fire.










16.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — have the opportunity to do




•
 
he got to try out a few of these new cars.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
present participle

 or 
infinitive

 ]
 — begin to be or do something, especially gradually or by chance




•
 
we got talking one evening.










18.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come, go, or make progress eventually or with some difficulty




•
 
I got to the airport




•
 
they weren't going to get anywhere.










19.
 
move or come into a specified position, situation, or state




•
 
she got into the car.










20.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — succeed in making (someone or something) come, go, or make progress




•
 
my honesty often gets me into trouble.










21.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 reach a specified point or stage




•
 


it's getting so

 I can't even think.










22.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(US)

 go away.




23.
 
(
have got

 )
 — see have
 .




24.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — catch or apprehend (someone)




•
 
the police have got him.










25.
 
strike or wound (someone) with a blow or missile




•
 
you got me in the eye!










26.
 


‹informal›

 punish, injure, or kill (someone), especially as retribution




•
 
I'll get you for this!










27.
 
(
get it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be punished, injured, or killed




•
 
wait until Dad comes home, then you'll get it!










28.
 
(
get mine, his

 , etc.)
 — 

‹informal›

 be killed or appropriately punished or rewarded




•
 
I'll get mine, you get yours, we'll all get wealthy.










29.
 


‹informal›

 annoy or amuse (someone) greatly




•
 
cleaning the same things all the time, that's what gets me.










30.
 


‹informal›

 baffle (someone)




•
 
“What's a ‘flowery boundary tree’?” “You got me.”










31.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 understand (an argument or the person making it)




•
 
What do you mean? I don't get it.










32.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 acquire (knowledge) by study; learn




•
 
knowledge which is gotten at school.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 an animal's offspring




•
 
he passes this on to his get.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 a person whom the speaker dislikes or despises.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) —— as all get out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 to a great or extreme extent




•
 
he was stubborn as all get out.















2.
 
be out to get someone






be determined to punish or harm someone, especially in retaliation




•
 
he thinks the media are out to get him.















3.
 
get in there








‹informal›

 take positive action to achieve one's aim (often said as an exhortation)




•
 
you get in there, son, and you work.















4.
 
get it on








‹informal›

 have sexual intercourse.









5.
 
get it up








‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) achieve an erection.









6.
 
get out the vote








(US)

 engage in efforts intended to encourage people to vote in an election




•
 
he gave a final exhortation to his volunteers to get out the vote




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his political organization was able to mobilize its get-out-the-vote campaign.















7.
 
get-rich-quick







/ˌɡetˌriCHˈkwik /

 — 

‹derogatory›

 designed or concerned to make a lot of money fast




•
 
another one of your get-rich-quick schemes.















8.
 
get-up-and-go







/ˌɡedəp(ə)nˈɡō /

 — 

‹informal›

 energy, enthusiasm, and initiative.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
get something across






manage to communicate an idea clearly.









2.
 
get ahead






become successful in one's life or career




•
 
how to get ahead in advertising.















3.
 
get along





a.
 
have a harmonious or friendly relationship




•
 
they seem to get along pretty well.










b.
 
manage to live or survive




•
 
don't worry, we'll get along without you.















4.
 
get around





a.
 
coax or persuade (someone) to do or allow something that they initially do not want to.




b.
 
deal successfully with (a problem).




c.
 
evade (a regulation or restriction) without contravening it




•
 
the company changed its name to get around the law.















5.
 round to) ">
get around to ( round to)






deal with (a task) in due course




•
 
I didn't get around to putting all the photos in frames.















6.
 
get at





a.
 
reach or gain access to (something)




•
 
it's difficult to get at the screws.










b.
 
bribe or unfairly influence (someone)




•
 
he had been got at by government officials.










c.
 


‹informal›

 imply (something)




•
 
I can see what you're getting at.















7.
 
get away





a.
 
escape




•
 
Stevie was caught, but the rest of us got away




•
 
he was very lucky to 
get away with

 his life.










b.
 
leave one's home or work for a time of rest or recreation; go on a vacation




•
 
it will be nice to get away.















8.
 
get away with






escape blame, punishment, or undesirable consequences for (an act that is wrong or mistaken)




•
 
you'll never get away with this.















9.
 
get back at






take revenge on (someone)




•
 
I wanted to get back at them for what they did.















10.
 
get back to






contact (someone) later to give a reply or return a message




•
 
I'll find out and get back to you.















11.
 
get by






manage with difficulty to live or accomplish something




•
 
he had just enough money to get by.















12.
 
get down








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 enjoy oneself by being uninhibited, especially with friends in a social setting




•
 
get down and party!















13.
 
get someone down






depress or demoralize someone.









14.
 
get something down





a.
 
write something down.




b.
 
swallow food or drink, especially with difficulty.









15.
 
get down to






begin to do or give serious attention to




•
 
let's get down to business.















16.
 
get in





a.
 
(of a train, aircraft, or other transport) arrive at its destination




•
 
the train got in late.










b.
 
(of a person) arrive at one's destination




•
 
what time did you get in?










c.
 
(of a political party or candidate) be elected.









17.
 
get in on






become involved in (a profitable or exciting activity).









18.
 
get into






(of a feeling) affect, influence, or take control of (someone)




•
 
I don't know what's got into him.















19.
 
get in with






become friendly with (someone), especially in order to gain an advantage




•
 
I hope he doesn't get in with the wrong crowd.















20.
 
get off





a.
 


‹informal›

 escape a punishment; be acquitted




•
 
she got off lightly




•
 
you'll 
get off with

 a warning.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have an orgasm.









21.
 
get off on








‹informal›

 be excited or aroused by (something)




•
 
he was obviously getting off on the adrenaline of performing before the crowd.















22.
 
get on





a.
 
perform or make progress in a specified way




•
 
how are you getting on?










b.
 
continue doing something, especially after an interruption




•
 
I've got to 
get on with

 this job.










c.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another way of saying get along
 .




d.
 
(
be getting on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be old or comparatively old




•
 
we are both getting on a bit.















23.
 
get on to








(chiefly Brit.)

 make contact with (someone) about a particular topic.









24.
 
get out





a.
 
(of something previously secret) become known




•
 
news got out that we were coming.










b.
 
(also 
get out of here

 ) [in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to express disbelief




•
 
get out, you're a liar.










c.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go away; leave.









25.
 
get something out






succeed in uttering, publishing, or releasing something




•
 
we need to get this report out by Friday.















26.
 
get out of






contrive to avoid or escape (a duty or responsibility)




•
 
they wanted to get out of paying.















27.
 
get something out of






achieve benefit from (an undertaking or exercise)




•
 
we never got any money out of it.















28.
 
get over





a.
 
recover from (an ailment or an upsetting or startling experience)




•
 
the trip will help him get over Sal's death.










b.
 
overcome (a difficulty).









29.
 
get something over





a.
 
manage to communicate an idea or theory




•
 
the company is keen to get the idea over.










b.
 
complete an unpleasant or tedious but necessary task promptly




•
 
come on, let's 
get it over with

 .















30.
 
get through





a.
 
(also 
get someone through

 )
 — pass or assist someone in passing (a difficult or testing experience or period)




•
 
I need these lessons to get me through my exam.










b.
 
(also 
get something through

 )
 — (with reference to a piece of legislation) become or cause to become law.




c.
 
make contact by telephone




•
 
after an hour of busy signals, I finally got through.










d.
 
succeed in communicating with someone in a meaningful way




•
 
I just don't think anyone can 
get through to

 these kids.















31.
 
get to





a.
 


‹informal›

 annoy or upset (someone) by persistent action




•
 
he started crying—we were getting to him.










b.
 
another way of saying get around to
 above.









32.
 
get together






gather or assemble socially or to cooperate.









33.
 
get up





a.
 
(also 
get someone up

 )
 — rise or cause to rise from bed after sleeping.




b.
 
(of wind or the sea) become strong or agitated.









34.
 
get something up





a.
 
prepare or organize a project or piece of work




•
 
we used to get up little plays.










b.
 
enhance or refine one's knowledge of a subject.












V.
 
derivatives





gettable

 
/ˈɡedəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
geta

 ‘obtain, beget, guess’; related to Old English 
gietan

 (in 
begietan

 ‘beget,’ 
forgietan

 ‘forget’), from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
praeda

 ‘booty, prey,’ 
praehendere

 ‘get hold of, seize,’ and Greek 
khandanein

 ‘hold, contain, be able.’





geta

 
/ˈɡetə, ˈɡeˌtä/






noun




a Japanese wooden shoe with a thong to pass between the first (big) toe and the second toe.













get-at-able

 
/ɡedˈadəb(ə)l /

 
getatable






adjective






‹informal›

 accessible.













getaway

 
/ˈɡedəˌwā/






noun



1.
 
an escape or quick departure, especially after committing a crime




•
 
the thugs made their getaway




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a getaway car.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a vacation




•
 
a perfect family getaway.










3.
 
the destination or accommodations for a vacation




•
 
a popular island getaway.



















get-go

 
git-go






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the very beginning




•
 
Lawrence knew 
from the get-go

 that he could count on me to tell him the truth.



















Gethsemane, Garden of

 
/ɡeTHˈsemənē/





I.
 
a garden between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives, where Jesus went with his disciples after the Last Supper and was betrayed (Matt. 26:36–46).







– origin

 from Hebrew 
gath-shemen

 ‘oil press.’





getter

 
/ˈɡedər/






noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that gets a specified desirable thing




•
 
an attention-getter




•
 
a vote-getter.










2.
 


[Electronics]

 
[Physics]

 a substance used to remove residual gas from a vacuum tube, or impurities or defects from a semiconductor crystal.













get-together






noun




an informal gathering.













get-tough






adjective






‹informal›

 designating an approach or attitude characterized by assertiveness, firmness, or aggressiveness




•
 
the administration is implementing get-tough changes in the juvenile system




•
 
a new get-tough policy on parking offences.



















Getty, J. Paul

 
/ˈɡetē/






(1892–1976), US industrialist; full name 
Jean Paul Getty

 . He made a fortune in the oil industry and was also a noted art collector. He founded the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, California.









Gettysburg

 
/ˈɡetēzˌbərɡ, -iz-/






a historic agricultural and commercial borough in south central Pennsylvania, scene of a critical Civil War battle in July 1863; pop. 8,040 (est. 2008).









Gettysburg, Battle of






a decisive battle of the Civil War, fought near the town of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania in July 1863. A Union army under General Meade repulsed the Confederate army of General Lee and forced him to abandon his invasion of the north.









Gettysburg Address






a speech delivered on November 19, 1863, by President Abraham Lincoln at the dedication of the national cemetery on the site of the Battle of Gettysburg.









getup

 
/ˈɡedəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a style or arrangement of dress, especially an elaborate or unusual one




•
 
she looks ridiculous in that getup.



















Getz, Stan

 
/ɡets/






(1927–91), US jazz saxophonist; born 
Stanley Gayetsky

 . A leader of the “cool” school of jazz, his recordings include 
“Early Autumn”

 (1948) and 
“The Girl from Ipanema”

 (1963). His 
Jazz Samba

 album (1962) with Charlie Byrd launched the samba and bossa nova movements of the 1960s.









geum

 
/ˈjēəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the avens.

[Genus 
Geum

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, variant of Latin 
gaeum

 .






GeV






abbreviation




gigaelectronvolt, equivalent to 109
 electron-volts.













gewgaw

 
/ˈɡyo͞oɡô/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
gewgaws

 )


1.
 
a showy thing, especially one that is useless or worthless.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





Gewürztraminer

 
/ɡəˈvo͝ortstrəˌmēnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white grape grown mainly in the Alsace, Austria, and the Rhine valley.




2.
 
a wine made from the Gewürztraminer grape.











– origin

 German, from 
Gewürz

 ‘spice’ + Traminer
 .






geyser

 
/ˈɡīzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hot spring in which water intermittently boils, sending a tall column of water and steam into the air.




2.
 
a jet or stream of liquid




•
 
the pipe sent up 
a geyser of

 sewer water into the street.










3.
 

/ˈɡēzər /

 — 

(Brit.)

 a gas-fired water heater through which water flows as it is rapidly heated.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of water or steam) gush or burst out with great force




•
 
yellow smoke geysered upward.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Icelandic 
Geysir

 , the name of a particular spring in Iceland; related to 
geysa

 ‘to gush.’





geyserite

 
/ˈɡīzəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a hard opaline siliceous deposit occurring around geysers and hot springs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from geyser
 + -ite
 1
 .





GF






noun






‹informal›

 a person's girlfriend




•
 
when his GF isn't around, he always flirts with me.



















GFE






abbreviation




government-furnished equipment.













GFWC






abbreviation




General Federation of Women's Clubs.













GGPA






abbreviation




graduate grade-point average.













Ghagara River

 
/ɡəˈɡärə, ˈɡäɡərə /

 
Gogra






a river in south central Asia that flows for 570 miles (900 km) from southwestern Tibet through Nepal into India, where it joins the Ganges River.










Ghana

 
/ˈɡänə/







1.
 
a country in West Africa, with a southern coastline that borders on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 23,887,800 (est. 2009); capital, Accra; languages, English (official) and West African languages.

Former name (until 1957) Gold Coast
 .





Formerly a center of the slave trade, the area became the British colony of Gold Coast in 1874. In 1957, it gained independence as a member of the Commonwealth of Nations under the leadership of Kwame Nkrumah. It was the first British colony to become independent.









Ghanaian

 
/ɡäˈnāən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Ghana or its people




•
 
a traditional Ghanaian folk song.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Ghana, or a person of Ghanaian descent




•
 
Ghanaians maintain a rich oral tradition.




















gharial

 
/ˈɡerēəl /

 
gavial





I.
 
noun




a large fish-eating crocodile with a long narrow snout that widens at the nostrils, native to the Indian subcontinent.

[
Gavialis gangeticus

 , the only member of the family 
Gavialidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
ghaṛiyāl

 . The spelling 
gavial

 (from French) is an alteration probably due to scribal error.






ghastly

 
/ˈɡas(t)lē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing great horror or fear; frightful or macabre




•
 
she was overcome with horror at the ghastly spectacle.










2.
 


‹informal›

 objectionable; unpleasant




•
 
we had to wear ghastly old-fashioned dresses.










3.
 
extremely unwell




•
 
he always felt ghastly first thing in the morning.










4.
 
deathly white or pallid




•
 
a ghastly pallor




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he turned ghastly pale and rushed to the bathroom.














II.
 
derivatives





ghastliness

 
/ˈɡas(t)lēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
gast

 ‘terrify,’ from Old English 
gǣstan

 , of Germanic origin; related to ghost
 . The 
gh

 spelling is by association with ghost
 . The sense ‘objectionable’ dates from the mid 19th cent.





ghat

 
/ɡôt ɡät /

 
ghaut





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in South Asia) a flight of steps leading down to a river.




2.
 
(in South Asia) a mountain pass.











– origin

 Hindi 
ghāṭ

 .





Ghats

 
/ɡôts/






two mountain ranges in central and southern India. Known as 
the Eastern Ghats

 and 
the Western Ghats

 , they run parallel to the coast on either side of the Deccan plateau and meet at the southern tip of India.









ghazal

 
/ˈɡəzəl/





I.
 
noun




(in Middle Eastern and Indian literature and music) a lyric poem with a fixed number of verses and a repeated rhyme, typically on the theme of love, and normally set to music.











– origin

 via Persian from Arabic 
ġazal

 .





ghazi

 
/ˈɡäzē/





I.
 
noun




(often as an honorific title) a Muslim fighter against non-Muslims.











– origin

 from Arabic 
al-ġāzī

 , participle of 
ġazā

 ‘invade, raid.’





Ghaziabad

 
/ˈɡäzēəˌbäd/






a city in northern India, in Uttar Pradesh, east of Delhi; pop. 1,437,900 (est. 2009).









GHB






abbreviation




(sodium) gamma-hydroxybutyrate, a designer drug with anesthetic properties.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 OH(CH2
 )2
 COONa.]













ghee

 
/ɡē/





I.
 
noun




clarified butter made from the milk of a buffalo or cow, used in South Asian cooking.











– origin

 from Hindi 
ghī

 , from Sanskrit 
ghṛtá

 ‘sprinkled.’






Ghent

 
/ɡent/






a city in Belgium, capital of the province of East Flanders, on the Scheldt River; pop. 237,250 (2008).

Flemish name Gent
 , French name Gand
 .









gherkin

 
/ˈɡərkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small variety of cucumber, or a young green cucumber used for pickling.




2.
 
a trailing plant with cucumberlike fruits used for pickling.

[
Cucumis anguria

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]




3.
 
the fresh or pickled fruit of the gherkin.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
augurkje

 , 
gurkje

 , diminutive of 
augurk

 , 
gurk

 , from Slavic, based on medieval Greek 
angourion

 ‘cucumber.’





ghetto

 
/ˈɡedō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of a city, especially a slum area, occupied by a minority group or groups.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the Jewish quarter in a city




•
 
the Warsaw Ghetto.










3.
 
an isolated or segregated group or area




•
 
the relative security of the gay ghetto.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put in or restrict to an isolated or segregated area or group.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from Italian 
getto

 ‘foundry’ (because the first ghetto was established in 1516 on the site of a foundry in Venice), or from Italian 
borghetto

 , diminutive of 
borgo

 ‘borough.’





ghetto blaster

 
/ˈɡedō ˌblastər/






noun






‹informal›

 a large portable radio and cassette or CD player.













ghetto-fabulous






adjective






‹informal›

 denoting or exemplifying an ostentatious or flamboyant lifestyle or style of clothing of a type associated with the hip-hop subculture




•
 
ghetto-fabulous rappers.



















ghettoize

 
/ˈɡedōˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put in or restrict to an isolated or segregated place, group, or situation




•
 
they called for a policy that seeks to integrate foreign laborers rather than ghettoize them.














II.
 
derivatives





ghettoization

 
/ˌɡedōˌīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌɡedōeˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















GHG






abbreviation




greenhouse gas.














Ghibelline

 
/ˈɡibəlēn ˈɡibəˌlīn ˈɡibələn/





I.
 
noun




a member of one of the two great political factions in Italian medieval politics, traditionally supporting the Holy Roman Emperor against the pope and his supporters, the Guelphs.











– origin

 from Italian 
Ghibellino

 , perhaps from German 
Waiblingen

 , an estate belonging to Hohenstaufen emperors.





Ghiberti, Lorenzo

 
/ɡēˈbertē/






(1378–1455), Italian sculptor and goldsmith.









Ghirlandaio

 
/ˌɡirlənˈdīō/






(
c.

 1448–94), Italian painter; born 
Domenico di Tommaso Bigordi

 . He is noted for his religious frescoes, particularly 
Christ Calling Peter and Andrew

 (1482–84) in the Sistine Chapel in Rome.










ghost

 
/ɡōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparition of a dead person that is believed to appear or become manifest to the living, typically as a nebulous image




•
 
the building is haunted by the ghost of a monk




•
 


‹figurative›

 the ghosts of past deeds.










2.
 
a faint trace of something




•
 
she gave the 
ghost of

 a smile.










3.
 
a faint secondary image produced by a fault in an optical system or on a cathode ray screen, e.g., by faulty television reception or internal reflection in a mirror or camera.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — act as ghostwriter of (a work)




•
 
his memoirs were smoothly ghosted by a journalist.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — glide smoothly and effortlessly




•
 
they ghosted up the river.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the ghost in the machine








[Philosophy]

 the mind viewed as distinct from the body (usually used in a derogatory fashion by critics of dualism).

[coined by the philosopher Gilbert Ryle (1949).]









2.
 
give up the ghost





a.
 
die.




b.
 
(of a machine) stop working.









3.
 
look as if you have seen a ghost






look very pale and shocked.









4.
 
not stand a ghost of a chance






have no chance at all.












IV.
 
derivatives





ghostlike

 
/ˈɡōs(t)ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gāst

 (in the sense ‘spirit, soul’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
geest

 and German 
Geist

 . The 
gh-

 spelling occurs first in Caxton, probably influenced by Flemish 
gheest

 .





ghost bike






noun




a bicycle painted white and left as a memorial at a site where a cyclist was fatally injured by a collision with a motor vehicle




•
 
a ghost bike is a reminder of the vulnerability of cyclists.



















ghostbuster

 
/ˈɡōstˌbəstər /

 

‹informal›







noun



1.
 
a person who claims to be able to banish ghosts and poltergeists.




2.
 
a parapsychologist.




3.
 
an investigator of tax fraud.













ghost crab






noun




a pale yellowish crab that lives in a burrow in the sand above the high-water mark and goes down to the sea at night to feed.

[Genus 
Ocypode

 , family 
Ocypodidae

 .]













Ghost Dance






an American Indian religious cult of the second half of the 19th century, based on the performance of a ritual dance that, it was believed, would drive away white people and restore the traditional lands and way of life. Advocated by the Sioux chief Sitting Bull, the cult was central to the uprising that was crushed at the Battle of Wounded Knee.









ghosting

 
/ˈɡōstiNG/






noun




the appearance of a ghost or secondary image on a television or other display screen.













ghostly

 
/ˈɡōs(t)lē/





I.
 
adjective




of or like a ghost in appearance or sound; eerie and unnatural




•
 
a ghostly figure with a hood.














II.
 
derivatives





ghostliness

 
/ˈɡōs(t)lēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gāstlic

 , from 
gāst

 ‘ghost.’





ghost moth

 
ghost swift






noun




a medium to large swift moth, the male of which has white wings.

[Family 
Hepialidae

 . See swift
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).]













ghost story

 
/ˈɡōs(t) ˌstôrē/






noun




a story involving ghosts or ghostly circumstances, intended to be suspenseful and scary.













ghost town

 
/ˈɡōs(t) ˌtoun/






noun




a deserted town with few or no remaining inhabitants.













ghost word






noun




a word that is not actually used but is recorded in a dictionary or other reference work.













ghostwriter

 
/ˈɡōstˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun




a person whose job it is to write material for someone else who is the named author.








II.
 
derivatives





ghostwrite

 
/ˈɡōstrīt /






verb





















ghoul

 
/ɡo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evil spirit or phantom, especially one supposed to rob graves and feed on dead bodies.




2.
 
a person morbidly interested in death or disaster.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Arabic 
ġūl

 , ‘a desert demon believed to rob graves and devour corpses.’





ghoulish

 
/ˈɡo͞oliSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or characteristic of a ghoul




•
 
a ghoulish mask.










2.
 
morbidly interested in death or disaster




•
 
she told the story with ghoulish relish.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ghoulishly

 
/ˈɡo͞oliSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
ghoulishness






noun





















GHQ






abbreviation




general headquarters.













ghrelin

 
/ˈɡrelin/






noun




an enzyme produced by stomach lining cells that stimulates appetite.













Ghulghuleh

 
/ɡo͞olˈɡo͞ole/






an ancient city in central Afghanistan. It was destroyed by Genghis Khan 
c.

 1221.









GHz






abbreviation




gigahertz.













gi

 
/ɡē/





I.
 
noun




a lightweight two-piece white garment worn in judo and other martial arts. A gi typically consists of loose-fitting pants and a jacket that is closed with a cloth belt.











– origin

 Japanese.





GI1


 
/ˌjē ˈī/





I.
 
noun




a private soldier in the US Army.











– origin

 1930s (originally denoting equipment supplied to US forces): abbreviation of 
galvanized iron

 ; later misinterpreted as an abbreviation of 
government

 (or 
general

 ) 
issue

 .





GI2







abbreviation




glycemic index.













Giacometti, Alberto

 
/ˌjäkəˈmetē/






(1901–66), Swiss sculptor and painter. His most typical works are of emaciated and extremely elongated human forms, such as 
Invisible Object

 (1934–35), and 
Man Pointing

 (1947).










giant

 
/ˈjīənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imaginary or mythical being of human form but superhuman size.




2.
 
an abnormally tall or large person, animal, or plant.




3.
 
a very large company or organization.




4.
 
a person of exceptional talent or qualities




•
 
a giant among sportsmen.










5.
 


[Astronomy]

 a star of relatively great size and luminosity compared to ordinary stars of the main sequence, and 10–100 times the diameter of the sun.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of very great size or force; gigantic




•
 
giant multinational corporations




•
 
a giant transport plane




•
 
a giant meteorite.










2.
 
used in names of very large animals and plants, e.g., 
giant hogweed

 , 
giant tortoise

 .








III.
 
derivatives





giantlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
geant

 (with the first syllable later influenced by Latin 
gigant-

 ), from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
gigas

 , 
gigant-

 .






giant anteater

 
/ˈjīənt ˈan(t)ˌēdər/






noun




a large insectivorous mammal with long coarse fur, large claws, an elongated snout, and a long tongue for catching ants. It is native to Central and South America.

[
Myrmecophaga tridactyla

 , family 
Myrmecophagidae

 , order 
Xenartha

 (or 
Edentata

 ).]














giant clam






noun




a very large bivalve mollusk that occurs in the tropical Indo-Pacific.

[Family 
Tridacnidae

 : several species, including 
Tridacna gigas

 , which is the largest living shelled mollusk.]














giant deer






noun




another term for Irish elk
 .













giantess

 
/ˈjīən(t)əs/






noun




a female giant.













giant gourami






noun




a large edible freshwater fish that is native to Asia. It is widely farmed there and has been introduced elsewhere.

[Family 
Osphronemidae

 and genus 
Osphronemus

 , in particular 
O. goramy

 .]














giant groundsel






noun




a large treelike plant of the daisy family, having a thick stem and a few short branches tipped with broad leaves, growing chiefly on high mountains in central and eastern Africa.

[Genus 
Senecio

 (or 
Dendrosenecio

 ), family 
Compositae

 .]













giantism

 
/ˈjīənˌtizəm/






noun




a tendency toward abnormally large size; gigantism.













giant-killer

 
/ˈjīənt ˌkilər/





I.
 
noun




a person or team that defeats a seemingly much more powerful opponent.








II.
 
derivatives





giant-killing






noun





















giant order






noun






[Architecture]

 an order whose columns extend through more than one story.













giant petrel






noun




the largest petrel, which is found around southern oceans, has a massive bill, and scavenges from carcasses.

[Genus 
Macronectes

 , family 
Procellariidae

 : two species.]














giant puffball






noun




a European fungus that produces a spherical white fruiting body with a diameter of up to 32 inches (80 cm), edible when young.

[
Langermannia gigantea

 , family 
Lycoperdaceae

 , class 
Gasteromycetes

 .]














giant reed






noun




a fast-growing perennial grass native to India that is a principal source for reeds used in musical instruments. In the US it threatens some native plant habitats because of its spreading and dispersal habits.

[
Arundo donax

 , family 
Poaceae

 .]













giant salamander






noun




a very large salamander that is native to North America and eastern Asia, in particular

[● a permanently aquatic salamander (three species in the family 
Cryptobranchidae

 ), e.g., the American hellbender. ● a terrestrial salamander (three species in the family 
Dicamptodontidae

 ), of western North America.]













giant sequoia






noun




another term for giant redwood (see redwood
 ).













giant slalom

 
/ˈjīənt ˈsläləm/






noun




a long-distance slalom with fast, wide turns.














giant squid






noun




a deep-sea squid that is the largest known invertebrate, reaching a length of 59 feet (18 m) or more.

[Genus 
Architeuthis

 , order 
Teuthoidea

 .]














giant toad






noun




another term for cane toad
 .













giant tortoise






noun




a very large tortoise with a long lifespan, occurring on several tropical oceanic islands.

[Genus 
Geochelone

 , family 
Testudinidae

 : 
G. nigra

 (Galapagos Islands) and 
G. gigantea

 (Aldabra and the Seychelles).]













giaour

 
/ˈjou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 a non-Muslim, especially a Christian.











– origin

 from Turkish 
gâvur

 , from Persian 
gaur

 , probably from Arabic 
kāfir

 (see Kaffir
 ).





Giap, Vo Nguyen

 
/zyäp/






(1912–2013), Vietnamese military and political leader. As North Vietnamese vice-premier and defense minister, he was responsible for the strategy leading to the withdrawal of US forces from South Vietnam in 1973 and the subsequent reunification of the country in 1976.









giardiasis

 
/ˌjēärˈdīəsis, järˈdī-/





I.
 
noun




infection of the intestine with a flagellate protozoan, which causes diarrhea and other symptoms.

[The protozoan is 
Giardia lamblia

 , phylum 
Metamonada

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Giardia

 (from the name of Alfred M. 
Giard

 (1846–1908), French biologist) + -asis
 .





gib

 
/jib/





I.
 
noun




a wood or metal bolt, wedge, or pin for holding part of a machine or structure in place, usually adjusted by a screw or key


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gib screws.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (parts) together with a gib.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






gibber

 
/ˈjibər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak rapidly and unintelligibly, typically through fear or shock




•
 
they shrieked and gibbered as flames surrounded them




•
 (as 
adj.

 
gibbering

 )
 
a gibbering idiot.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





gibberellic acid

 
/ˌjibərelik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




a gibberellin that is used commercially, notably in germinating barley for malt.











– origin

 1950s: 
gibberellic

 from modern Latin 
Gibberella

 (see gibberellin
 ) + -ic
 .






gibberellin

 
/ˌjibəˈrelən/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of plant hormones that stimulate stem elongation, germination, and flowering.











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Gibberella

 (from 
Gibberella fujikuroi

 , the fungus from which one of the gibberellins was first extracted), diminutive of the genus name 
Gibbera

 , from Latin 
gibber

 ‘hump,’ + -in
 1
 .





gibberish

 
/ˈjib(ə)riSH/





I.
 
noun




unintelligible or meaningless speech or writing; nonsense




•
 
he talks gibberish.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps from gibber
 (but recorded earlier) + the suffix -ish
 1
 (denoting a language as in 
Spanish

 , 
Swedish

 , etc).





gibbet

 
/ˈjibit /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gallows.




2.
 
an upright post with an arm on which the bodies of executed criminals were left hanging as a warning or deterrent to others.




3.
 
(
the gibbet

 )
 — execution by hanging




•
 
the four ringleaders were sentenced to the gibbet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hang up (a body) on a gibbet.




2.
 
execute (someone) by hanging.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 hold up to contempt




•
 
poor Melbourne is gibbeted in the Times.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gibet

 ‘staff, cudgel, gallows,’ diminutive of 
gibe

 ‘club, staff,’ probably of Germanic origin.






gibbon

 
/ˈɡibən/





I.
 
noun




a small, slender tree-dwelling ape with long powerful arms and loud hooting calls, native to the forests of Southeast Asia.

See also white-handed gibbon
 . [Family 
Hylobatidae

 and genus 
Hylobates

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from an Indian dialect word.





Gibbon, Edward

 
/ˈɡibən/






(1737–94), English historian. He is best known for his multivolume work, 
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

 (1776–88).









gibbous

 
/ˈɡibəs ˈjibəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the moon) having the observable illuminated part greater than a semicircle and less than a circle.




2.
 
convex or protuberant




•
 
gibbous eyes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gibbosity

 
/ɡəˈbäsədē /






noun













2.
 
gibbously






adverb













3.
 
gibbousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
gibbosus

 , from Latin 
gibbus

 ‘hump.’






Gibbs, Josiah Willard

 
/ɡibz/






(1839–1903), US physical chemist. He was a pioneer in the fields of chemical thermodynamics and statistical mechanics.









Gibbs free energy





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
G

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a thermodynamic quantity equal to the enthalpy (of a system or process) minus the product of the entropy and the absolute temperature.











– origin

 named after J. W. 
Gibbs

 (see Gibbs, Josiah Willard
 ).





gibbsite

 
/ˈɡibzīt/





I.
 
noun




a colorless mineral consisting of aluminum hydroxide, occurring chiefly as a constituent of bauxite or in encrustations.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after George 
Gibbs

 (1776–1833), American mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .






gibe

 
/jīb /

 
jibe





I.
 
noun




an insulting or mocking remark; a taunt




•
 
a gibe at his old rivals.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make insulting or mocking remarks; jeer




•
 
some cynics in the media might gibe.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): perhaps from Old French 
giber

 ‘handle roughly’ (in modern dialect ‘kick’); compare with jib
 2
 .





giblets

 
/ˈjibləts/





I.
 
plural noun




the liver, heart, gizzard, and neck of a chicken or other fowl, usually removed before the bird is cooked, and often used to make gravy, stuffing, or soup.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘an inessential appendage,’ later ‘garbage, offal’): from Old French 
gibelet

 ‘game bird stew,’ probably from 
gibier

 ‘birds or mammals hunted for sport.’





Gibraltar

 
/jəˈbrôltər/






a British overseas territory near the southern tip of the Iberian peninsula, at the eastern end of the Strait of Gibraltar; pop. 28,800 (est. 2009). Occupying a site of great strategic importance, Gibraltar consists of a fortified town and a military base at the foot of a rocky headland called the 
Rock of Gibraltar

 . Britain captured it during the War of the Spanish Succession in 1704 and is responsible for its defense, external affairs, and internal security.









Gibraltar, Strait of






a channel between the southern tip of the Iberian peninsula and North Africa that forms the only outlet of the Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean. It is about 38 miles (60 km) long and varies in width from 15 to 25 miles (24 to 40 km).









Gibraltarian

 
/ˌjibrôlˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Gibraltar or its people




•
 
experts appointed by the Gibraltarian government.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Gilbraltar




•
 
crowds of Gibraltarians gathered at the foot of the cliff face.



















Gibran, Khalil

 
/jiˈbrän /

 
Jubran






(1883–1931), US writer and artist; born in Lebanon. His writings in both Arabic and English are deeply romantic, displaying his religious and mystical nature. He is best known for 
The Prophet

 (1923).









Gibson

 
/ˈɡibsən/






noun




a dry martini cocktail garnished with a pickled onion.













Gibson, Althea

 
/ˈɡibsən/






(1927–2003), US tennis player. She was the first black player to succeed at the highest level of tennis, winning all of the major world women's singles titles in the late 1950s.









Gibson, Bob






(1935–) US baseball player; full name 
Robert Gibson

 ; born 
Pack Gibson

 . He pitched for the St. Louis Cardinals 1959–75. Baseball Hall of Fame (1981).









Gibson, Charles Dana






(1867–1944) US artist. A magazine illustrator, he created the “Gibson Girl,” typifying a standard of fashion for the times.









Gibson, Mel






(1956–), Australian actor and director; born in the US; full name 
Mel Columcille Gerard Gibson

 . Notable movies: the 
Lethal Weapon

 trilogy (1987, 1989, and 1992), 
Braveheart

 (1995), and 
The Passion of the Christ

 (2004).









Gibson Desert

 
/ˌɡibsən ˈdezərt/






a desert region in western Australia, southeast of the Great Sandy Desert, in eastern central Western Australia. The first European to cross it was Ernest Giles in 1876. He named it after Alfred Gibson, who was lost on an earlier expedition.









Gibson girl





I.
 
noun




a girl typifying the fashionable ideal of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.











– origin

 represented in the work of Charles D. 
Gibson

 (1867–1944), American artist and illustrator.





gibus

 
/ˈjībəs /

 
gibus hat





I.
 
noun




a kind of collapsible top hat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Gibus

 , the French inventor of this type of hat.





giclée

 
/ZHēˈklā /

 
giclee






noun



1.
 
a technology for fine art or photograph reproduction using a high-quality inkjet printer to make individual copies.




2.
 
a print produced using the giclée process.




•
 
65 percent of galleries now sell giclées.



















giddap

 
/ɡidˈəp/






exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 another term for giddy-up
 .













giddiness

 
/ˈɡidēnəs/






noun



1.
 
a sensation of whirling and a tendency to fall or stagger; dizziness




•
 
symptoms include nausea, vomiting, and giddiness.










2.
 
a state of excitable frivolity.




•
 
the fans can be forgiven their giddiness.



















giddy

 
/ˈɡidē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a sensation of whirling and a tendency to fall or stagger; dizzy




•
 
I felt giddy and had to steady myself




•
 
Luke felt almost 
giddy with

 relief.










2.
 
disorienting and alarming, but exciting




•
 
he has risen to the giddy heights of master.










3.
 
excitable and frivolous




•
 
her giddy young sister-in-law.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel excited to the point of disorientation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the giddying speed of the revolving doors.














III.
 
derivatives





giddily

 
/ˈɡidəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
gidig

 ‘insane,’ literally ‘possessed by a god,’ from the base of God
 . Current senses date from late Middle English.






giddy-up

 
/ˈɡidēˌəp /

 
giddap





I.
 
exclamation




used to get a horse to start moving or go faster.











– origin

 1920s (as 
giddap

 ): reproducing a pronunciation of 
get up

 .





Gide, André

 
/ZHēd/






(1869–1951), French novelist, essayist, and critic; regarded as the father of modern French literature; full name 
André Paul Guillaume Gide

 . His notable works include 
The Immoralist

 (1902), 
Strait Is the Gate

 (1909), 
The Counterfeiters

 (1927), and 
Journal

 (1939–50). Nobel Prize for Literature (1947).









Gideon

 
/ˈɡidēən/





I.
 
(in the Bible) an Israelite leader, described in Judges 6:11.




II.
 
a member of Gideons International.









Gideons International






an international Christian organization of business and professional people, founded in 1899 in the US with the aim of spreading the Christian faith by placing bibles in hotel rooms and hospital wards.









gie

 
/ɡē/






verb




Scottish form of give
 .













Gielgud, Sir John

 
/ˈɡēlˌɡo͝od/






(1904–2000), English actor and director; full name 
Arthur John Gielgud

 . A notable Shakespearean actor, particularly remembered for his interpretation of the role of Hamlet, he also appeared in contemporary plays and movies, including the film 
Arthur

 (1980).









GIF

 
/ɡif jif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a lossless format for image files that supports both animated and static images


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a GIF image.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a file in GIF format.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
graphic interchange format

 .





gift

 
/ɡift/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing given willingly to someone without payment; a present




•
 
a Christmas gift




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a gift shop.










2.
 
an act of giving something as a present




•
 
his mother's gift of a pen.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a very easy task or unmissable opportunity




•
 
that touchdown was an absolute gift.










4.
 
a natural ability or talent




•
 
he has a 
gift for

 comedy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something) as a gift, especially formally or as a donation or bequest




•
 
the company gifted 2,999 shares to a charity.










2.
 
present (someone) with a gift or gifts




•
 
the director 
gifted

 her 
with

 a heart-shaped brooch.










3.
 
(
gift someone with

 )
 — endow someone with (something)




•
 
she was gifted with a powerful clairvoyance.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the gift of tongues






see tongue
 .









2.
 
look a gift horse in the mouth






find fault with something that has been received as a gift or favor.

[earlier as 
look a given horse in the mouth

 .]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
gipt

 ; related to give
 .





GIFT

 
/ɡift/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 gamete intrafallopian transfer, a technique for assisting conception by introducing mixed ova and sperm into a Fallopian tube.











– origin

 1980s: acronym.





gift aid





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 financial aid that does not require repayment, such as student grants and scholarships




•
 
there are four types of federal grants that could help you pay for college, all of which fall under the umbrella of gift aid.










2.
 
(
Gift Aid

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a program enabling registered charities to reclaim tax on a donation made by a UK taxpayer, effectively increasing the amount of the donation




•
 
using Gift Aid means that the taxman will add 28p to every pound you give




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Gift Aid donations.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 make (a donation) to a registered charity under the Gift Aid program




•
 
he gift-aided the money—which added quite a lot to the total.



















gift certificate

 
/ɡift ˌsərˈtifəkāt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a voucher given as a present that is exchangeable for a specified cash value of goods or services from a particular place of business.













gifted

 
/ˈɡiftəd/





I.
 
adjective




having exceptional talent or natural ability




•
 
a gifted amateur musician




•
 
scholarships for gifted students.














II.
 
derivatives





giftedness






noun





















gift of gab

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 gift of the gab






noun




the ability to speak with eloquence and fluency.













gift shop






noun




a shop that sells souvenirs and small items suitable to be given as presents




•
 
a lovely little gift shop, full of magnets, coasters, and handbags.



















giftware

 
/ˈɡiftwer/






noun




goods sold as being suitable as gifts.













gift wrap

 
/ˈɡift ˌrap /

 
gift-wrapping





I.
 
noun




decorative paper for wrapping presents.








II.
 
verb

 — (
gift-wrap

 ) [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
gift-wrapped

 )


1.
 
wrap (a present) in decorative paper.




2.
 
hand over (something) as if a gift




•
 
his first on-screen role came gift-wrapped.



















Gifu

 
/ˈɡēfo͞o/






a city in central Japan, on the island of Honshu; pop. 413,099 (2007).









gig1


 
/ɡiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a light two-wheeled carriage pulled by one horse.




2.
 
a light, fast, narrow boat adapted for rowing or sailing.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel in a gig.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: apparently a transferred sense of obsolete 
gig

 ‘a flighty girl,’ which was also applied to various objects or devices that whirled.





gig2


 
/ɡiɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a live performance by or engagement for a musician or group playing popular or jazz music.




2.
 
a job, especially one that is temporary or that has an uncertain future




•
 
he secured his first gig as an NFL coach.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a gig or gigs.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use (a piece of musical equipment) at a gig.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





gig3


 
/ɡiɡ/





I.
 
noun




a harpoonlike device used for catching fish or frogs.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch fish or frogs using a gig.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: shortening of earlier (rarely used) 
fizgig

 , probably from Spanish 
fisga

 ‘harpoon.’





gig4


 
/ɡiɡ/






noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 short for gigabyte
 .














giga-

 
/ˈɡiɡə-/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
used in units of measurement.




2.
 
denoting a factor of 109





•
 
gigahertz.










3.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a factor of 230
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
gigas

 ‘giant.’





gigabit

 
/ˈɡiɡəbit /

 
Gb






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to one billion (109
 ) or, strictly, 230
 bits.














gigabyte

 
/ˈɡiɡəˌbīt /

 
GB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to one billion (109
 ) or, strictly, 230
 bytes.













gigaflop

 
/ˈɡiɡəˌfläp/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a unit of computing speed equal to one billion floating-point operations per second.











– origin

 1970s: back-formation from 
gigaflops

 (see giga-
 , -flop
 ).





giganotosaurus

 
/jīˌɡəˈnōdəsôrəs/





I.
 
noun




an enormous carnivorous dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period, resembling the tyrannosaurs.

[Genus 
Giganotosaurus

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
gigas

 ‘giant’ + 
nōton

 ‘back’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





gigantesque

 
/ˌjīɡənˈtesk jīˈɡanˌtesk/





I.
 
adjective




like or appropriate to a giant




•
 
these figures, gigantesque and caricatured, haunted my dreams




•
 
a gigantesque feat.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
gigantesco

 , from Greek 
gigas, gigant-

 (see giant
 ).





gigantic

 
/jīˈɡan(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




of very great size or extent; huge or enormous




•
 
a gigantic concrete tower.














II.
 
derivatives





gigantically

 
/jīˈɡan(t)ək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘like or suited to a giant’): from Latin 
gigas

 , 
gigant-

 (see giant
 ) + -ic
 .





gigantism

 
/jīˈɡanˌtizəm/






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 unusual or abnormal largeness.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 excessive growth due to hormonal imbalance.




3.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Botany]

 excessive size in plants due to polyploidy.













gigantomachy

 
/ˌjīɡənˈtäməkē/





I.
 
noun




(in Greek mythology) the struggle between the gods and the giants.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
gigantomakhia

 , from 
gigas, gigant-

 (see giant
 ) + 
-makhia

 ‘fighting.’





Gigantopithecus

 
/jīˌɡan(t)əˈpəTHəkəs/





I.
 
noun




a very large fossil Asian ape of the late Miocene to early Pleistocene epochs.

[Genus 
Gigantopithecus

 , family 
Pongidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
gigas, gigant-

 (see giant
 ) + 
pithēkos

 ‘ape.’





gigapixel

 
/ˈɡiɡəˌpiksəl/






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of graphic resolution equivalent to one billion or 109
 pixels.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
apart from their obvious appeal to photographers, gigapixel images also hold tremendous potential for law enforcement and the military.



















gigaton

 
/ˈɡiɡəˌtən /

 


‹Brit.›

 gigatonne






noun




a unit of explosive force equal to one billion (109
 ) tons of trinitrotoluene (TNT).













gigawatt

 
/ˈɡiɡəˌwät/






noun




a unit of electric power equal to one billion (109
 ) watts.













giggle

 
/ˈɡiɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
laugh lightly in a nervous, affected, or silly manner




•
 
they giggled at some private joke




•
 (as 
adj.

 
giggling

 )
 
three giggling girls.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, silly laugh.




2.
 
(
the giggles

 )
 — continuous uncontrollable giggling




•
 
I got a fit of the giggles.














III.
 
derivatives





giggler

 
/ˈɡiɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative.





giggly

 
/ˈɡiɡ(ə)lē/






adjective




having a tendency to laugh in an excited, nervous, or silly way




•
 
from giggly schoolgirl to tough career woman.



















GIGO

 
/ˈɡiɡō/






abbreviation






[chiefly Computing]

 garbage in, garbage out.

See garbage
 .













gigolo

 
/ˈZHiɡəlō/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 a young man paid or financially supported by an older woman to be her escort or lover.











– origin

 1920s (in the sense ‘dancing partner’): from French, formed as the masculine of 
gigole

 ‘dance hall woman,’ from colloquial 
gigue

 ‘leg.’





gigot

 
/ˈjiɡət/





I.
 
noun




a leg of mutton or lamb.











– origin

 French, diminutive of colloquial 
gigue

 ‘leg,’ from 
giguer

 ‘to hop, jump,’ of unknown origin.





gigot sleeve






noun




a leg-of-mutton sleeve.













gigue

 
/ZHēɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a lively piece of music in the style of a dance, typically of the Renaissance or baroque period, and usually in compound time.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘jig.’





Gijón

 
/KHēˈKHōn/






a port and industrial city in northern Spain, on the Bay of Biscay; pop. 275,699 (2008).









Gila monster

 
/ˈhēlə ˌmänstər/





I.
 
noun




a venomous lizard native to the southwestern US and Mexico.

[
Heloderma suspectum

 , family 
Helodermatidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Gila

 , a river in New Mexico and Arizona.





Gila River

 
/ˌhēlə ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 645 miles (1,045 km) from New Mexico across southern Arizona to the Colorado River. Phoenix is in its valley.









Gilbert

 
/ˈɡilbərt/






a town in southwestern Arizona, part of the Phoenix metropolitan area; pop. 216,449 (est. 2008).









Gilbert, Cass

 
/ˈɡilbərt/






(1859–1934) US architect. He designed the Woolworth building in New York City 1908–13, the annex to the US Treasury building 1918–19, and the US Supreme Court building 1935.









Gilbert, Sir Humphrey






(
c.

 1539–83), English explorer. He claimed Newfoundland for Elizabeth I in 1583.









Gilbert, Sir W. S.






(1836–1911), English playwright; full name 
William Schwenck Gilbert

 . He is best known as a librettist who collaborated on light operas with composer Sir Arthur Sullivan. Notable works: 
HMS Pinafore

 (1878), 
The Pirates of Penzance

 (1879), and 
The Mikado

 (1885).









Gilbert, William






(1544–1603), English physician and physicist. He discovered how to make magnets and coined the term 
magnetic pole

 .









Gilbert and Ellice Islands

 
/ˌɡilbərt ən ˈeləs ˌīləndz/






a former British colony 1915–75 in the central Pacific Ocean that consisted of two groups of islands: the Gilbert Islands, now a part of Kiribati, and the Ellice Islands, now Tuvalu.









Gilbert Islands






a group of islands in the central Pacific Ocean that forms part of Kiribati. The islands straddle the equator and lie immediately west of the International Date Line. They were formerly part of the British colony of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands.










gild1


 
/ɡild/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover thinly with gold.




2.
 
give a specious or false brilliance to




•
 
they gild the facts until the truth all but vanishes.














II.
 
phrases





gild the lily






try to improve what is already beautiful or excellent.

[misquotation, from ‘To gild refined gold, to paint the lily; to throw perfume on the violet, … is wasteful, and ridiculous excess’ (Shakespeare's 
King John

 
VI

 . ii. 11).]












III.
 
derivatives





gilder

 
/ˈɡildər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gyldan

 , of Germanic origin; related to gold
 .





gild2


 
/ɡild/






noun




archaic spelling of guild
 .













gilded

 
/ˈɡildəd/






adjective



1.
 
covered thinly with gold leaf or gold paint




•
 
an elegant gilded birdcage.










2.
 
wealthy and privileged




•
 
he saw plain, decent boys transformed to gilded, roistering youths.



















gilding

 
/ˈɡildiNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of applying gold leaf or gold paint.




2.
 
the material used in, or the surface produced by applying gold leaf or gold paint.













gilet

 
/ˈZHilā/





I.
 
noun




a light sleeveless padded jacket.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, ‘waistcoat,’ from Spanish 
jileco

 , from Turkish 
yelek

 .





Gilgamesh

 
/ˈɡilɡəˌmeSH/






a legendary king of the Sumerian city state of Uruk who is supposed to have ruled sometime during the first half of the 3rd millennium 
BC

 . He is the hero of the Babylonian epic of Gilgamesh, which recounts his exploits in an ultimately unsuccessful quest for immortality.









gill1


 
/ɡil/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
gills

 )


1.
 
the paired respiratory organ of fishes and some amphibians, by which oxygen is extracted from water flowing over surfaces within or attached to the walls of the pharynx.




2.
 
an organ similar to a gill in an invertebrate animal.




3.
 
the vertical plates arranged radially on the underside of mushrooms and many toadstools.




4.
 
the wattles or dewlap of a fowl.




5.
 
(
gills

 )
 — the flesh below a person's jaws and ears




•
 
we stuffed ourselves 
to the gills

 with scrambled eggs and toast.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gut or clean (a fish).




2.
 
catch (a fish) in a gill net.








III.
 
phrases





green around (or at) the gills






(of a person) sickly-looking.












IV.
 
derivatives





gilled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a six-gilled shark

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse.





gill2


 
/jil/





I.
 
noun




a unit of liquid measure, equal to a quarter of a pint.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gille

 ‘measure or container for wine,’ from late Latin 
gillo

 ‘water pot.’





gill3


 
/ɡil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a deep ravine, especially a wooded one.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a narrow mountain stream.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
gil

 ‘deep glen.’





gill4


 
/ɡil /

 
jill





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a young woman; a sweetheart.




2.
 
a female ferret.

Compare with hob
 2
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Middle English: abbreviation of the given name 
Gillian

 .





Gill, Eric

 
/ɡil/






(1882–1940), English sculptor, engraver, and typographer; full name 
Arthur Eric Rowton Gill

 . He did the relief carvings 
Stations of the Cross

 (1914–18) at Westminster Cathedral and the 
Prospero and Ariel

 (1931) on Broadcasting House in London. He also designed the first sans serif typeface, Gill Sans.









gill arch






noun



1.
 
any of a series of bony or cartilaginous curved bars along the pharynx, supporting the gills of fish and amphibians.




2.
 
any of the corresponding rudimentary structures in the embryos of higher vertebrates.













Gillard, Julia

 
/ˈɡilärd/






(1961–), Australian Labor stateswoman; prime minister 2010–13; full name 
Julia Eileen Gillard

 .










gill cover






noun




a flap of skin protecting a fish's gills, typically stiffened by bony plates.

Also called operculum
 .













Gillespie, Dizzy

 
/ɡəˈlespē/






(1917–93), US jazz trumpet player and bandleader; born 
John Birks Gillespie

 . As a virtuoso trumpet player and a leading exponent of bebop style, he formed his own group in 1944 and toured the world.









gillie

 
/ˈɡilē /

 
ghillie





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Scotland) a man or boy who attends someone on a hunting or fishing expedition.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a Highland chief's attendant.




3.
 
(usu. 
ghillie

 )
 — a type of shoe with laces along the instep and no tongue, especially those used for Scottish country dancing.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
gille

 ‘lad, servant.’ The word was also found in the term 
gilliewetfoot

 , denoting a servant who carried the chief over a stream, used as a contemptuous name by Lowlanders for the follower of a Highland chief. 
Sense

 2 dates from the 1930s.





gill net





I.
 
noun




a fishing net that is hung vertically so that fish get trapped in it by their gills.








II.
 
derivatives





gill-netter






noun






















gill-over-the-ground






noun




another term for ground ivy
 .













gill slit

 
/ˈɡil ˌslit/






noun



1.
 
any of a series of openings between the gill arches of a fish, through which water passes from the pharynx to the exterior, bathing the gills in the process.




2.
 
a set of grooves similar to gill slits found in embryos of higher vertebrates.














gillyflower

 
/ˈjilēˌflou(ə)r /

 
gilliflower





I.
 
noun




any of a number of fragrant flowers, such as the wallflower, clove pink, or white stock.











– origin

 Middle English 
gilofre

 (in the sense ‘clove’), from Old French 
gilofre

 , 
girofle

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
karuophullon

 (from 
karuon

 ‘nut’ + 
phullon

 ‘leaf’). The ending was altered by association with flower
 , but 
gilliver

 survived in dialect.





Gilsonite

 
/ˈɡilsəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a very pure, shiny black, brittle form of asphalt, used in making inks, paints, and varnishes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Samuel H. 
Gilson

 , 19th-cent. American mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .





gilt1


 
/ɡilt/





I.
 
adjective




covered thinly with gold leaf or gold paint.








II.
 
noun




gold leaf or gold paint applied in a thin layer to a surface.











– origin

 Middle English: archaic past participle of gild
 1
 .





gilt2


 
/ɡilt/





I.
 
noun




a young sow.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
gyltr

 .





gilt-edged

 
/ˈɡilt ˈˌejd/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of paper or a book) having a gilded edge or edges.




2.
 
relating to or denoting stocks or other securities that are regarded as extremely reliable investments.




3.
 
of very high quality.













gimbal

 
/ˈɡimb(ə)l ˈjimb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
gimbals

 )


1.
 
a mechanism, typically consisting of rings pivoted at right angles, for keeping an instrument such as a compass or chronometer horizontal in a moving vessel or aircraft.








II.
 
derivatives





gimbaled

 
gimballed






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (used in the plural denoting connecting parts in machinery): variant of earlier 
gimmal

 , itself a variant of late Middle English 
gemel

 ‘twin, hinge, finger ring that can be divided into two rings,’ from Old French 
gemel

 ‘twin,’ from Latin 
gemellus

 , diminutive of 
geminus

 .





gimcrack

 
/ˈjimˌkrak/





I.
 
adjective




flimsy or poorly made but deceptively attractive




•
 
plastic gimcrack cookware.














II.
 
noun




a cheap and showy ornament; a knickknack.








III.
 
derivatives





gimcrackery

 
/ˈjimˌkrak(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
gibecrake

 , of unknown origin. Originally a noun, the term denoted some kind of inlaid work in wood, later a fanciful notion or mechanical contrivance, hence a knickknack.





gimlet

 
/ˈɡimlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small T-shaped tool with a screw-tip for boring holes.




2.
 
a cocktail of gin (or sometimes vodka) and lime juice.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
guimbelet

 , diminutive of 
guimble

 ‘drill,’ ultimately of Germanic origin.





gimlet eye





I.
 
noun




an eye with a piercing stare.








II.
 
derivatives





gimlet-eyed






adjective





















gimme

 
/ˈɡimē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
contraction




give me (not acceptable in standard use)




•
 
just gimme the damn thing.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thing that is very easy to perform or obtain, especially in a game or sport




•
 
the kick would hardly be a gimme in that wind.



















gimme cap

 
gimme hat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a baseball cap that bears a company name or slogan and is given away for publicity purposes.













gimmick

 
/ˈɡimik/





I.
 
noun




a trick or device intended to attract attention, publicity, or business.











– origin

 1920s (originally US): of unknown origin but possibly an approximate anagram of 
magic

 , the original sense being ‘a piece of magicians' apparatus.’





gimmickry

 
/ˈɡimikrē/






noun




gimmicks collectively; the use of gimmicks




•
 
it does what it says it does, with no design gimmickry.



















gimmicky

 
/ˈɡimikē/






adjective




(of a trick or device) intended to attract attention, publicity, or trade




•
 
gimmicky 3D effects




•
 
scripts with gimmicky plots.



















gimp1


 
/ɡimp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
twisted silk, worsted, or cotton with cord or wire running through it, used chiefly as upholstery trimming.




2.
 
(in lacemaking) coarser thread that forms the outline of the design in some techniques.




3.
 
fishing line made of silk bound with wire.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch, of unknown ultimate origin.





gimp2


 
/ɡimp /

 

‹N. Amer. informal, derogatory›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a physically handicapped or lame person.




2.
 
a limp.




3.
 
a feeble or contemptible person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
limp; hobble




•
 
she gimped around thereafter on an artificial leg.














III.
 
derivatives





gimpy






adjective



















– origin

 1920s (originally US): of unknown origin.





gin1


 
/jin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a clear alcoholic spirit distilled from grain or malt and flavored with juniper berries.




2.
 
(also 
gin rummy

 )
 — a two-handed form of the card game rummy in which players are dealt ten cards each and attempt to produce a hand in which the point value of unmatched cards adds up to ten or less.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: abbreviation of genever
 .





gin2


 
/jin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine for separating cotton from its seeds.




2.
 
a machine for raising and moving heavy weights.




3.
 
(also 
gin trap

 )
 — a snare for catching game.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (cotton) in a gin.




2.
 
trap (a person or animal) in a gin.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
gin someone up








(US)

 arouse or intensify strong feelings in someone




•
 
the goal of the convention is to gin up the faithful.















2.
 
gin something up








(US)

 generate or increase something, especially by dubious or dishonest means




•
 
the trade press has ginned up a controversy




•
 
critics say the program is just a way for big drug companies to gin up demand for their psychiatric drugs.


















IV.
 
derivatives





ginner






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘a tool or device, a trick’): from Old French 
engin

 (see engine
 ).






ginger

 
/ˈjinjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hot fragrant spice made from the rhizome of a plant. It is chopped or powdered for cooking, preserved in syrup, or candied.




2.
 
spirit; mettle




•
 
he had more ginger than her first husband.










3.
 
a Southeast Asian plant, which resembles bamboo in appearance, from which this rhizome is taken.

[
Zingiber officinale

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]




4.
 
a light reddish-yellow or orange-brown color.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a red-haired or ginger-haired person.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly of hair or fur) of a light reddish-yellow or orange-brown color.




2.
 
(of a cat) having ginger fur




•
 
a ginger tom.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 (of a person) having red or ginger hair.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
gingered

 )
 — flavor with ginger




•
 
gingered chicken wings.










2.
 
(
ginger someone/something up

 )
 — stimulate; enliven




•
 
she slapped his hand lightly to ginger him up.














IV.
 
derivatives





gingery

 
/ˈjinjərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
gingifer

 , conflated in Middle English with Old French 
gingimbre

 , from medieval Latin 
gingiber

 , from Greek 
zingiberis

 , from Pali 
siṅgivera

 , of Dravidian origin.





ginger ale






noun




a clear, effervescent nonalcoholic drink flavored with ginger extract.













ginger beer






noun




a cloudy, effervescent drink made from a mixture of ginger and syrup.













gingerbread

 
/ˈjinjərˌbred/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cake made with molasses and flavored with ginger.




2.
 
fancy decoration, especially on a building


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a high-gabled gingerbread house.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting preserved ginger), from Old French 
gingembrat

 , from medieval Latin 
gingibratum

 , from 
gingiber

 (see ginger
 ). The change in the ending in the 15th cent. was due to association with bread
 .





ginger jar






noun




a small ceramic jar with a high rim over which a lid fits.













gingerly

 
/ˈjinjərlē/





I.
 
adverb




in a careful or cautious manner




•
 
Jackson sat down very gingerly.














II.
 
adjective




showing great care or caution




•
 
with strangers the preliminaries are taken at a gingerly pace.














III.
 
derivatives





gingerliness






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘daintily, mincingly’): perhaps from Old French 
gensor

 ‘delicate,’ comparative of 
gent

 ‘graceful,’ from Latin 
genitus

 ‘well-born.’





ginger snap

 
/ˈjinjər ˌsnap/






noun




a thin brittle cookie flavored with ginger.













gingham

 
/ˈɡiNGəm/





I.
 
noun




lightweight plain-woven cotton cloth, typically checked in white and a bold color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gingham curtains.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
gingang

 , from Malay 
genggang

 (originally an adjective meaning ‘striped’).





gingiva

 
/jinˈjīvə ˈjinjəvə /

 
gingivae





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 the gums.








II.
 
derivatives





gingival

 
/jinˈjīv(ə)l ˈjinjəv(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, ‘gum.’





gingivitis

 
/ˌjinjəˈvīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the gums.













ginglymus

 
/ˈjiNGɡləməs, ˈɡiNG-/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a hingelike joint, such as the elbow or knee, that allows movement in only one plane.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ginglumos

 ‘hinge.’





Gingrich, Newt

 
/ˈɡiNG(ɡ)riCH/






(1943–) US politician; full name 
Newton Leroy Gingrich

 . A representative to Congress from Georgia 1979–99, he served as Speaker of the House from 1995 until his resignation in 1998. A conservative, he was noted for his “Contract with America,” which outlined Republican goals for the first 100 days of the Congress of 1995.









Gini

 
/ˈjēnē /

 
Gini coefficient





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 a statistical measure of the degree of variation or inequality represented in a set of values, used especially in analyzing income inequality




•
 
an increase in the Gini coefficient suggests that income is becoming more unevenly distributed.

















– origin

 from the name of Corrado 
Gini

 (1884–1965), the Italian statistician who developed the measure.





gink

 
/ɡiNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a foolish or contemptible person.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





ginkgo

 
/ˈɡiNGkō /

 
gingko





I.
 
noun




a deciduous Chinese tree related to the conifers, with fan-shaped leaves and yellow flowers. It has a number of primitive features and is similar to some Jurassic fossils.

Also called maidenhair tree
 . [
Ginkgo biloba

 , the only living member of the family 
Ginkgoaceae

 and order 
Ginkgoales

 , class 
Coniferopsida

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Japanese 
ginkyō

 , from Chinese 
yínxìng

 .





gin mill

 
/ˈjin ˌmil/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a run-down or seedy nightclub or bar.













ginormous

 
/jīˈnôrməs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 extremely large; enormous




•
 
a ginormous five-volume treatment of Greek and Arabic medicine.

















– origin

 1940s (originally military slang): blend of 
gigantic

 and 
enormous

 .





Ginsberg, Allen

 
/ˈɡinzbərɡ/






(1926–97), US poet. Part of the beat generation and later influential in the hippie movement of the 1960s, he is noted for 
Howl and Other Poems

 (1956), in which he attacked society for its materialism and complacency.









Ginsburg, Ruth Bader






(1933–) US Supreme Court associate justice 1993– . Appointed to the Court by President Clinton, she is one of its more liberal voices.









ginseng

 
/ˈjinseNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant tuber credited with various tonic and medicinal properties, especially in East Asia.




2.
 
the plant from which ginseng is obtained, native to eastern Asia and North America.

[Genus 
Panax

 , family 
Araliaceae

 : several species, in particular the Asian 
P. pseudoginseng

 and the North American 
P. quinquefolius

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Chinese 
rénshēn

 , from 
rén

 ‘man’ + 
shēn

 , a kind of herb (because of the supposed resemblance of the forked root to a person).





ginzo

 
/ˈɡinzō /

 

‹US informal, offensive›






I.
 
noun




an Italian; a person of Italian descent.








II.
 
adjective




Italian.











– origin

 1930s: perhaps from US slang 
Guinea

 , denoting an Italian or Spanish immigrant.





Giorgione

 
/ˌjôrˈjōnē/






(
c.

 1478–1510), Italian painter; also called 
Giorgio Barbarelli

 or 
Giorgio da Castelfranco

 . He introduced the small easel picture in oils that was intended for private collectors. Notable works: 
The Tempest

 (
c.

 1505) and 
Sleeping Venus

 (
c.

 1510).









Giotto1


 
/ˈjôdō/






(
c.

 1267–1337), Italian painter; full name 
Giotto di Bondone

 . He introduced a naturalistic style showing human expression. His name is associated with the legend of “Giotto's O,” in which he is said to have proven his mastery to the pope by drawing a perfect circle freehand. His works include the frescoes in the Arena Chapel in Padua (1305–08) and the church of Santa Croce in Florence (
c.

 1320).









Giotto2


 
/ˈjôdō/






a European space probe that photographed the nucleus of Halley's comet in March 1986.









Giovanni de' Medici

 
/jōˈvänē də ˈmediCHē/






the name of the Pope Leo X (see Leo
 1
 ).









giraffe

 
/jəˈraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large African mammal with a very long neck and forelegs, having a coat patterned with brown patches separated by lighter lines. It is the tallest living animal.

[
Giraffa camelopardalis

 , family 
Giraffidae

 .]




2.
 
(
the Giraffe

 )
 — the constellation Camelopardalis.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
girafe

 , Italian 
giraffa

 , or Spanish and Portuguese 
girafa

 , based on Arabic 
zarāfa

 . The animal was known in Europe in the medieval period, and isolated instances of names for it based on the Arabic are recorded in Middle English, when it was commonly called the camelopard
 .





girandole

 
/ˈjirənˌdōl/





I.
 
noun




a branched support for candles or other lights, which either stands on a surface or projects from a wall.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a revolving cluster of fireworks): from French, from Italian 
girandola

 , from 
girare

 ‘gyrate, turn,’ from Latin 
gyrare

 (see gyrate
 ).





girasol

 
/ˈjirəˌsäl ˈjirəˌsôl /

 
girasole





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of opal reflecting a reddish glow.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for Jerusalem artichoke
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sunflower’): from French, or from Italian 
girasole

 , from 
girare

 ‘to turn’ + 
sole

 ‘sun’ (because the sunflower turns to follow the path of the sun).






gird1


 
/ɡərd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 encircle (a person or part of the body) with a belt or band




•
 
a young man was to be 
girded with

 the belt of knighthood.










2.
 


‹literary›

 secure (a garment or sword) on the body with a belt or band




•
 
a white robe girded with a magenta sash.










3.
 


‹literary›

 surround; encircle




•
 
steel rings that gird the elongated, tubular building.














II.
 
phrases





gird (up) one's loins






prepare and strengthen oneself for what is to come.












III.
 
phrasal verbs





gird oneself for






prepare oneself for (dangerous or difficult future actions).















– origin

 Old English 
gyrdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gorden

 and German 
gürten

 , also to girdle
 and girth
 .





gird2


 
/ɡərd /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make cutting or critical remarks




•
 
they 
girded at

 the committee.














II.
 
noun




a cutting or critical remark; a taunt.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘strike, stab’): of unknown origin.





girder

 
/ˈɡərdər/





I.
 
noun




a large iron or steel beam or compound structure used for building bridges and the framework of large buildings.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from gird
 1
 in the archaic sense ‘brace, strengthen.’






girdle

 
/ˈɡərdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a belt or cord worn around the waist.




2.
 
a woman's elasticized corset extending from waist to thigh.




3.
 
a thing that surrounds something like a belt or girdle




•
 
a communications girdle around the world.










4.
 


[Anatomy]

 either of two sets of bones encircling the body, to which the limbs are attached.

See pectoral girdle
 , pelvic girdle
 .




5.
 
the part of a cut gem dividing the crown from the base and embraced by the setting.




6.
 
a ring around a tree made by removing bark.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
encircle (the body) with or as a girdle or belt




•
 
the Friar loosened the rope that girdled his waist.










2.
 
surround; encircle




•
 
the chain of volcanoes that girdles the Pacific.










3.
 
cut through the bark all the way around (a tree or branch), typically in order to kill it or to kill a branch to make the tree more fruitful.











– origin

 Old English 
gyrdel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gordel

 and German 
Gürtel

 , also to gird
 1
 and girth
 .





girdler

 
/ˈɡərd(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a maker of girdles.




2.
 
a person or thing that girdles.




3.
 
an insect that removes rings of bark from trees


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a twig-girdler.



















girl

 
/ɡərl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female child.




2.
 
a person's daughter, especially a young one




•
 
he was devoted to his little girl.










3.
 
a young or relatively young woman.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a young woman of a specified kind or having a specified job




•
 
a career girl




•
 
a chorus girl.










5.
 
(
girls

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 women who mix socially or belong to a particular group, team, or profession




•
 
I look forward to having lunch with the girls.










6.
 
a person's girlfriend




•
 
his girl eloped with an accountant.










7.
 


‹dated›

 a female servant.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a child or young person of either sex): perhaps related to Low German 
gör

 ‘child.’





girl band






noun




a pop group composed of attractive young women, whose music and image are designed to appeal primarily to a young teenage audience




•
 
classic 60s girl bands.



















girl crush






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an intense and typically non-sexual liking or admiration felt by one woman or girl for another




•
 
OMG, I have had a girl crush on her for years!










2.
 


‹informal›

 a woman or girl who is the object of another's intense liking or admiration




•
 
Cheryl admitted that RiRi was her girl crush.




















girl Friday

 
/ˈˌɡərl ˈfrīˌdā/





I.
 
noun




a female helper, especially a junior office worker or a personal assistant to a business executive.











– origin

 1940s: on the pattern of 
man Friday

 .





girlfriend

 
/ˈɡərlˌfrend/






noun



1.
 
a regular female companion with whom a person has a romantic or sexual relationship




•
 
his girlfriend is Australian.










2.
 
a woman's female friend.













Girl Guide

 
/ˈɡərl ˌɡīd/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a member of the Guide Association.













girlhood

 
/ˈɡərlˌho͝od/






noun




the state or time of being a girl




•
 
they had been friends since girlhood.



















girlie

 
/ˈɡərlē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a girl or young woman (often used as a term of address).








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(usu. 
girly

 )
 — 

‹often derogatory›

 like, characteristic of, or appropriate to a girl or young woman




•
 
men aren't afraid to be soft, girly, and foppish.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — depicting or featuring nude or partially nude young women in erotic poses




•
 
girlie magazines.



















girlish

 
/ˈɡərliSH/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or characteristic of a girl




•
 
girlish giggles.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
girlishly

 
/ˈɡərliSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
girlishness

 
/ˈɡərliSHnəs /






noun





















girl power





I.
 
noun




used in reference to an attitude of independence, confidence, and empowerment among young women




•
 
she still writes all the songs, plays most of the instruments, and produces the album (talk about girl power!)




•
 
the press was filled with articles on ‘girl power’

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (in the rare sense ‘the number of girls available to perform a task’). The term was first recorded in its current sense in 1967 and was used by the riot girl
 movement in the early 1990s, but is particularly associated with the all-female pop group the Spice Girls, who released their first single in 1996.





Girl Scout






noun




a member of the 
Girl Scouts of America

 or a similar organization of girls that promotes character, outdoor activities, good citizenship, and service to others.













Girl Scout cookie






noun




(in the US) a cookie of any of the various kinds sold by the Girl Scouts as a means of fundraising




•
 
outside was a small girl in a green vest selling Girl Scout cookies.



















giro

 
/ˈjīrō/






noun




short for autogiro
 .













Giro d'Italia

 
/ˌjērō diˈtalyə/





I.
 
an annual long-distance race for professional cyclists first held in 1909 and taking place primarily on the roads of Italy over a period of about three weeks. It consists of multiple stages which are separately timed, several of these stages encompassing mountainous terrain.







– origin

 Italian, literally ‘tour of Italy.’





girolle

 
/ZHiˈräl/





I.
 
noun




a chanterelle mushroom


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
roasted leg of wild rabbit in a girolle sauce.

















– origin

 French.





Gironde

 
/jəˈränd/






an estuary in southwestern France, formed at the junction of the Garonne and Dordogne rivers, north of Bordeaux. It flows northwest for 45 miles (72 km) into the Bay of Biscay.









Girondist

 
/jəˈrändəst /

 
Girondin





I.
 
noun




a member of the French moderate republican party in power 1791–93 during the French Revolution, so called because the party leaders were the deputies from the department of the Gironde.











– origin

 from archaic French 
Girondiste

 (now 
Girondin

 ).





girt1


 
/ɡərt/






past participle of gird
 1
 .









girt2


 
/ɡərt/






noun




old-fashioned term for girth
 .














girth

 
/ɡərTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the measurement around the middle of something, especially a person's waist.




2.
 
a person's middle or stomach, especially when large.




3.
 
a band attached to a saddle, used to secure it on a horse by being fastened around its belly.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 surround; encircle




•
 
the four seas that girth Britain.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old Norse 
gjǫrth

 .





GIS






abbreviation




geographic information system, a system for storing and manipulating geographical information on computer.













Giscard d'Estaing, Valéry

 
/ZHēˈskärdeˈstaNG/






(1926–), French statesman; president 1974–81. As secretary of state for finance 1959–62 and finance minister 1962–66 under President Charles de Gaulle, he was responsible for the policies that formed the basis for France's economic growth. He was a member of the European Parliament 1989–93 and was leader of the center-right Union pour la démocratie française from 1988.









Gish, Lillian

 
/ɡiSH/






(1896–1993), US actress. She and her sister 
Dorothy

 (1898–1968) appeared in a number of D. W. Griffith's movies, including 
Hearts of the World

 (1918) and 
Orphans of the Storm

 (1922).









gist

 
/jist/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the substance or essence of a speech or text




•
 
she noted the gist of each message.










2.
 


[Law]

 the real point of an action




•
 
damage is the gist of the action and without it the plaintiff must fail.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Old French, third person singular present tense of 
gesir

 ‘to lie,’ from Latin 
jacere

 . The Anglo-French legal phrase 
cest action gist

 ‘this action lies’ denoted that there were sufficient grounds to proceed; 
gist

 was adopted into English denoting the grounds themselves (
sense

 2).





git

 
/ɡit/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an unpleasant or contemptible person.











– origin

 1940s: variant of the noun get
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).





Gita

 
/ˈɡēdə/






noun




short for Bhagavadgita
 .













gîte

 
/ZHēt/





I.
 
noun




a small furnished vacation house in France, typically in a rural district.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
giste

 ; related to 
gésir

 ‘to lie.’





Gitega

 
/ɡēˈtāɡə/






a commercial town in central Burundi, east of Bujumbura; pop. 24,900 (est. 2009).









Gitmo

 
/ˈɡitmō/





I.
 
informal name for the US naval base or detention facility at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba.







– origin

 representing a pronunciation of 
GTMO

 , an abbreviation of 
Guantanamo

 .






gittern

 
/ˈɡidərn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a lutelike medieval stringed instrument, forerunner of the guitar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
guiterne

 ; perhaps related to cittern
 and guitar
 .





Giuliani, Rudolph

 
/ˌjo͞olēˈänē/






(1944–) US politician. As mayor of New York City 1993–2001, he attained national prominence through his leadership after the attacks of September 11, 2001.










give

 
/ɡiv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — freely transfer the possession of (something) to (someone); hand over to




•
 
they gave her water to drink




•
 
the check 
given to

 the jeweler proved worthless




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
gave

 the papers 
back

 .










2.
 
bestow (love, affection, or other emotional support)




•
 
his parents gave him the encouragement he needed to succeed




•
 (as 
adj.

 
giving

 )
 
he was very giving and supportive.










3.
 
administer (medicine)




•
 
she was given antibiotics.










4.
 
hand over (an amount) in exchange or payment; pay




•
 
how much did you 
give for

 that?










5.
 
(
give something for

 )
 — place a specified value on (something)




•
 
he never 
gave

 anything 
for

 French painting or for abstraction.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — used hyperbolically to express how greatly one wants to have or do something




•
 
I'd 
give

 anything 
for

 a cup of tea




•
 


I'd give my right arm

 to be in 
Othello

 .










7.
 
communicate or impart (a message) to (someone)




•
 
give my love to all the girls.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — commit, consign, or entrust




•
 
a baby 
given into

 their care by the accident of her birth.










9.
 
freely devote, set aside, or sacrifice for a purpose




•
 
all who have 
given

 thought 
to

 the matter agree




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
committee members who 
give

 so generously 
of

 their time and effort.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a man) sanction the marriage of (his daughter) to someone




•
 
he 
gave her in marriage

 to an English noble.










11.
 
(
give oneself to

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 consent to have sexual intercourse with (someone).




12.
 
pass on (an illness or infection) to (someone)




•
 
I hope I don't give you my cold.










13.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — make a connection to allow (someone) to speak to (someone else) on the telephone




•
 
give me the police.










14.
 
cite or present when making a toast or introducing a speaker or entertainer




•
 
for your entertainment this evening I give you … Mister Albert DeNiro!










15.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — cause or allow (someone or something) to have (something, especially something abstract); provide or supply with




•
 
you gave me such a fright




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
this leaflet gives our opening times.










16.
 
allot or assign (a score) to




•
 
I gave it five out of ten.










17.
 
sentence (someone) to (a specified penalty)




•
 
for the first offense I was given a fine.










18.
 
concede or yield (something) as valid or deserved in respect of (someone)




•
 
give him his due.










19.
 
allow (someone) to have (a specified amount of time) for an activity or undertaking




•
 
give me a second to bring the car around




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I'll give you until tomorrow morning.










20.
 


‹informal›

 predict that (an activity, undertaking, or relationship) will last no longer than (a specified time)




•
 
this is a place that will not improve with time—I give it three weeks.










21.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — yield as a product or result




•
 
milk is sometimes added to give a richer cheese.










22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
give something off/out/forth

 )
 — emit odor, vapor, or similar substances




•
 
it can be burned without giving off toxic fumes.










23.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — carry out or perform (a specified action)




•
 
I gave a bow




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he gave the counter a polish.










24.
 
utter or produce (a sound)




•
 
he gave a gasp.










25.
 
provide (a party or social meal) as host or hostess




•
 
a dinner given in honor of a Canadian diplomat




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
Korda gave him a going-away party.










26.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — state or put forward (information or argument)




•
 
he did not give his name.










27.
 
pledge or assign as a guarantee


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
I give you my word.










28.
 
[with 
two objs.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — say to (someone) as an excuse or inappropriate answer




•
 
don't give me any of your back talk.










29.
 
deliver (a judgment) authoritatively




•
 
I gave my verdict.










30.
 
present (an appearance or impression)




•
 
he gave no sign of life.










31.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 tell what one knows




•
 
okay, give—what's that all about?










32.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — alter in shape under pressure rather than resist or break




•
 
that chair doesn't give.










33.
 
yield or give way to pressure




•
 
the heavy door didn't give until the fifth push




•
 


‹figurative›

 when two people who don't get on are thrust together, something's got to give.










34.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 concede defeat; surrender




•
 
I give!














II.
 
noun



1.
 
capacity to bend or alter in shape under pressure; elasticity




•
 
plastic pots that have enough give to accommodate the vigorous roots.










2.
 
ability to adapt or comply; flexibility




•
 
there is no give at all in the British position.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give oneself airs






act pretentiously or snobbishly.









2.
 
give and take





a.
 
mutual concessions and compromises.




b.
 
[as 
verb

 ]
 — make concessions and compromises.









3.
 
give as good as one gets






respond with equal force or vehemence when attacked.









4.
 
give the (whole) game (or show) away






inadvertently reveal something secret or concealed.









5.
 
give it to someone








‹informal›

 scold or punish someone.









6.
 
give me ——






I prefer or admire ——




•
 
give me the mainland any day!















7.
 
give me a break








‹informal›

 used to express exasperation, protest, or disbelief.









8.
 
give or take ——





a.
 


‹informal›

 to within —— (used to express the degree or accuracy of a figure)




•
 
three hundred and fifty years ago, give or take a few.










b.
 
apart from




•
 
give or take a handful of machine tools, there are few new products.















9.
 
give rise to






cause or induce to happen




•
 
decisions which give rise to arguments.















10.
 
give someone to understand (or believe or know)






inform someone in a formal and rather indirect way




•
 
I was given to understand that I had been invited.















11.
 
give up the ghost






see ghost
 .









12.
 
give someone what for








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 punish or scold someone severely.









13.
 
what gives?








‹informal›

 what's the news?; what's happening? (frequently used as a friendly greeting).












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
give someone away





a.
 
reveal the true identity of someone




•
 
his strangely shaped feet gave him away.










b.
 
reveal information that incriminates someone.




c.
 
hand over a bride ceremonially to her bridegroom as part of a wedding ceremony.









2.
 
give something away






reveal something secret or concealed.









3.
 
give in






cease fighting or arguing; yield; surrender




•
 
he reluctantly 
gave in to

 the pressure.















4.
 
give on to (or into)








(Brit.)

 (of a window, door, corridor, etc.) overlook or lead into




•
 
a plate glass window gave on to the roof.















5.
 
give out





a.
 
be completely used up




•
 
her energy was on the verge of giving out.










b.
 
stop functioning; break down




•
 
he curses and swears till his voice gives out.















6.
 
give something out






distribute or broadcast something




•
 
I've been giving out leaflets.















7.
 
give over





a.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 stop doing something.




b.
 
used to express vehement disagreement or denial




•
 
I suggested her salary might be £100,000. “Give over!”















8.
 
give up






cease making an effort; resign oneself to failure.









9.
 
give it up






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 applaud a performer or entertainer.









10.
 
give oneself up to








‹dated›

 allow oneself to be taken over by (an emotion or addiction)




•
 
he gave himself up to pleasure.















11.
 
give someone up





a.
 
deliver a wanted person to law-enforcement agents




•
 
a voice told him to come out and 
give himself up

 .










b.
 


‹dated›

 stop hoping that someone is still going to arrive




•
 
oh, it's you—we'd almost given you up.










c.
 
pronounce a sick person incurable.









12.
 
give something up





a.
 
part with something that one would prefer to keep




•
 
she would have given up everything for love.










b.
 
stop the habitual doing or consuming of something




•
 
I've decided to give up drinking.















13.
 
give up on






stop having faith or belief in




•
 
they weren't about to give up on their heroes so easily.





















– origin

 Old English 
giefan

 , 
gefan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
geven

 and German 
geben

 .





giveaway

 
/ˈɡivəˌwā /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is given free, especially for promotional purposes




•
 
a preelection tax giveaway.










2.
 
a thing that makes an inadvertent revelation




•
 
the shape of the parcel was a dead giveaway.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
free of charge




•
 
giveaway goodies.










2.
 
(of prices) very low.




3.
 
revealing




•
 
small giveaway mannerisms.



















giveback

 
/ˈɡivbak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an agreement by workers to surrender benefits and conditions previously agreed upon in return for new concessions or awards.













given

 
/ˈɡivən/





I.
 
past participle of give
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
specified or stated




•
 
our level of knowledge on 
any given

 subject.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
given to

 )
 — inclined or disposed to




•
 
she was not often given to anger.










3.
 


[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 (of a document) signed and dated




•
 
given under my hand this eleventh day of April.














III.
 
preposition




taking into account




•
 
given the complexity of the task, they were able to do a good job.














IV.
 
noun




a known or established fact or situation




•
 
at a couture house, attentive service is a given.



















given name

 
/ˈɡivən nām/






noun




another term for first name
 .













giver

 
/ˈɡivər/






noun




a person who gives something




•
 
a giver of advice




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
generous gift-givers.




















Giza

 
/ˈɡēzə/






a city southwest of Cairo in northern Egypt, on the western bank of the Nile River, site of the Pyramids and the Sphinx; pop. 2,891,300 (est. 2006).

Also called el-Giza
 ; Arabic name al-Jizah
 .









gizmo

 
/ˈɡizmō /

 
gismo





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a gadget, especially one whose name the speaker does not know or cannot recall




•
 
the latest multimedia gizmo.

















– origin

 1940s (originally US): of unknown origin.






gizzard

 
/ˈɡizərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a muscular, thick-walled part of a bird's stomach for grinding food, typically with grit.

Also called ventriculus
 .




2.
 
a muscular stomach of some fish, insects, mollusks, and other invertebrates.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's stomach or throat.











– origin

 late Middle English 
giser

 : from Old French, based on Latin 
gigeria

 ‘cooked entrails of fowl.’ The final 
-d

 was added in the 16th cent.





gjetost

 
/ˈyetôst, ˈjet-/





I.
 
noun




a very sweet, firm, golden-brown Norwegian cheese, traditionally made with goat's milk.











– origin

 Norwegian, from 
gjet, geit

 ‘goat’ + 
ost

 ‘cheese.’





gl.






abbreviation




gloss.













GLA






abbreviation




gamma linolenic acid.













glabella

 
/ɡləˈbelə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the smooth part of the forehead above and between the eyebrows.








II.
 
derivatives





glabellar

 
/-ˈbelər /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
glabellus

 (adjective), diminutive of 
glaber

 ‘smooth.’





glabrous

 
/ˈɡlābrəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (chiefly of the skin or a leaf) free from hair or down; smooth.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
glaber

 , 
glabr-

 ‘hairless, smooth’ + -ous
 .





glacé

 
/ɡlaˈsā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of fruit) having a glossy surface due to preservation in sugar




•
 
a glacé cherry.










2.
 
(of cloth or leather) smooth and highly polished.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
glaze with a thin sugar-based coating


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
glacéed cape gooseberries.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘iced,’ past participle of 
glacer

 , from 
glace

 ‘ice.’





glacé icing






noun




icing made with powdered sugar and water.













glacial

 
/ˈɡlāSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, resulting from, or denoting the presence or agency of ice, especially in the form of glaciers




•
 
thick glacial deposits




•
 
a glacial lake.










2.
 
of ice; icy




•
 
the glacial mountains of New Zealand




•
 


‹figurative›

 his glacial blue eyes.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting pure organic acids (especially acetic acid) that form icelike crystals on freezing.




4.
 
extremely slow (like the movement of a glacier)




•
 
an official described progress in the talks as glacial.














II.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a glacial period.








III.
 
derivatives





glacially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
glacialis

 ‘icy,’ from 
glacies

 ‘ice.’






glacial period






noun




a period in the earth's history when polar and mountain ice sheets were unusually extensive across the earth's surface.













glaciated

 
/ˈɡlāSHēˌādəd/





I.
 
adjective




covered or having been covered by glaciers or ice sheets




•
 
a glaciated valley.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: past participle of obsolete 
glaciate

 , from Latin 
glaciare

 ‘freeze,’ from 
glacies

 ‘ice.’





glaciation

 
/ˌɡlāSHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 the process, condition, or result of being covered by glaciers or ice sheets.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a glacial period.













glacier

 
/ˈɡlāSHər/





I.
 
noun




a slowly moving mass or river of ice formed by the accumulation and compaction of snow on mountains or near the poles.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from 
glace

 ‘ice,’ based on Latin 
glacies

 .





Glacier Bay National Park






a national park in southeastern Alaska, on the Pacific coast. It covers an area of 4,975 square feet (12,880 sq km).









glaciology

 
/ˌɡlāSHēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the internal dynamics and effects of glaciers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glaciological

 
/ˌɡlāSHēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
glaciologist

 
/ˌɡlāSHēˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
glacies

 ‘ice’ + -logy
 .





glacis

 
/ˈɡlāsis ˈɡlasē/





I.
 
noun




a gently sloping bank, in particular one that slopes down from a fort, exposing attackers to the defenders' missiles.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Old French 
glacier

 ‘to slip,’ from 
glace

 ‘ice,’ based on Latin 
glacies

 .






glad1


 
/ɡlad/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
pleased; delighted




•
 
she was alive, which was something to be glad about




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I'm really glad to hear that.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — causing happiness




•
 
glad tidings.










3.
 
grateful




•
 
he was 
glad for

 the excuse to put it off.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — willing and eager (to do something)




•
 
he will be glad to carry your bags.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 make happy; please




•
 
Albion's lessening shore could grieve or glad mine eye.














III.
 
derivatives





gladness

 
/ˈɡladnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
glæd

 (originally in the sense ‘bright, shining’), of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
glathr

 ‘bright, joyous’ and German 
glatt

 ‘smooth,’ also to Latin 
glaber

 ‘smooth, hairless.’





glad2


 
/ɡlad/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a gladiolus.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





gladden

 
/ˈɡladn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make glad




•
 
it was a sound that gladdened her heart.



















glade

 
/ɡlād/





I.
 
noun




an open space in a forest.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; perhaps related to glad
 1
 or gleam
 , with reference to the comparative brightness of a clearing (obsolete senses of 
glade

 include ‘a gleam of light’ and ‘a bright space between clouds’).





glad-hand

 
/ˈɡlad ˌhand/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a politician) greet or welcome warmly or with the appearance of warmth




•
 
they had been taking every free minute to glad-hand loyal supporters.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a warm and hearty, but often insincere, greeting or welcome.








III.
 
derivatives





glad-hander






noun





















gladiator

 
/ˈɡladēˌādər/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) a man trained to fight with weapons against other men or wild animals in an arena.








II.
 
derivatives





gladiatorial

 
/ˌɡladēəˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
gladius

 ‘sword.’





gladiator sandal






noun




an open-toed T-bar sandal with multiple straps running across the foot in a style designed to resemble that of the footwear of ancient Roman gladiators.













gladiolus

 
/ˌɡladēˈōləs/





I.
 
noun




an Old World plant of the iris family, with sword-shaped leaves and spikes of brightly colored flowers, popular in gardens and as a cut flower.

[Genus 
Gladiolus

 , family 
Iridaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 Old English (originally denoting the 
gladdon

 , a purple-flowered iris), from Latin, diminutive of 
gladius

 ‘sword’ (used as a plant name by Pliny).





gladly

 
/ˈɡladlē/






adverb



1.
 
willingly or eagerly




•
 
I would have gladly paid for it.










2.
 
with pleasure or gratitude; happily




•
 
she offered me a lift and I gladly accepted.



















glad rags

 
/ˈɡlad ˌraɡz/






plural noun






‹informal›

 clothes for a special occasion; one's best clothes.













gladsome

 
/ˈɡladsəm/






adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 (of a person) having a cheerful disposition.




2.
 


‹literary›

 filled with, marked by, or causing pleasure.














Gladstone, William Ewart

 
/ˈɡladˌstōn/






(1809–98), British statesman; prime minister 1868–74, 1880–85, 1886, and 1892–94. At first a Conservative minister, he later joined the Liberal Party and became its leader in 1867. Elementary education, the Irish Land and the third Reform acts, and the campaign for Irish home rule were introduced during his administrations.









Gladstone bag

 
/ˈɡladsˌtōn ˌbaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a bag like a briefcase having two equal compartments joined by a hinge.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after W. E. 
Gladstone

 (see Gladstone, William Ewart
 ), who was noted for the amount of traveling he undertook when electioneering.





Glagolitic

 
/ˌɡlaɡəˈlidik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an alphabet based on Greek minuscules, formerly used in writing some Slavic languages.








II.
 
noun




the Glagolitic alphabet.

The Glagolitic alphabet is of uncertain origin and was introduced in the 9th century at about the same time as the Cyrillic alphabet, which has superseded it except in some Orthodox Church liturgies.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
glagoliticus

 , from 
glagòljica

 , the name in Croatian of the Glagolitic alphabet, from Old Church Slavic 
glagolǔ

 ‘word.’





glair

 
/ɡler/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preparation made from egg white, used especially as an adhesive for bookbinding and gilding.




2.
 


‹dated›

 egg white.








II.
 
derivatives





glairy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
glaire

 , based on Latin 
clara

 , feminine of 
clarus

 ‘clear.’





glaive

 
/ɡlāv/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a sword.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a lance or halberd): from Old French, apparently from Latin 
gladius

 ‘sword.’






glam

 
/ɡlam /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
glamorous




•
 
a magician and his glam assistant.










2.
 
relating to or denoting glam rock.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
glamour




•
 
sass, panache, and a dash of glam.










2.
 
glam rock.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
glam up

 )


1.
 
make oneself look glamorous.











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





glamazon

 
/ˈɡlaməˌzän, -zən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a tall, glamorous, assertively self-confident woman




•
 
she's an elegant glamazon who can do no wrong when it comes to red carpet dressing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the glamazon supermodel.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of glam
 and Amazon
 2
 .





glamorize

 
/ˈɡlaməˌrīz /

 
glamourize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) seem glamorous or desirable, especially spuriously so




•
 
the lyrics glamorize drugs.














II.
 
derivatives





glamorization

 
/ˌɡlaməriˈzāSHən /






noun





















glamorous

 
/ˈɡlam(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




having glamour




•
 
one of the world's most glamorous women.














II.
 
derivatives





glamorously

 
/ˈɡlam(ə)rəslē /






adverb





















glamour

 
/ˈɡlamər /

 
glamor





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the attractive or exciting quality that makes certain people or things seem appealing or special




•
 
the glamour of Monte Carlo




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the glamour days of Old Hollywood.










2.
 
beauty or charm that is sexually attractive




•
 
George had none of his brother's glamour.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 enchantment; magic




•
 
that maiden, made by glamour out of flowers.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally Scots in the sense ‘enchantment, magic’): alteration of grammar
 . Although 
grammar

 itself was not used in this sense, the Latin word 
grammatica

 (from which it derives) was often used in the Middle Ages to mean ‘scholarship, learning,’ including the occult practices popularly associated with learning.





glamour puss

 
/ˈɡlamər po͝os/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 a glamorous person, especially a woman.













glam rock






noun




a style of rock music first popular in the early 1970s, characterized by male performers wearing exaggeratedly flamboyant clothes and makeup.














glance1


 
/ɡlans/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a brief or hurried look




•
 
Ginny glanced at her watch.










2.
 
(
glance at/through

 )
 — read quickly or cursorily




•
 
I glanced through your personnel file last night.










3.
 
hit something at an angle and bounce off obliquely




•
 
he saw a stone 
glance off

 a crag and hit Tom on the head.










4.
 
(especially of light) reflect off something with a brief flash




•
 
sunlight 
glanced off

 the curved body of a dolphin.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in ball games) deflect (the ball) slightly with a delicate contact




•
 
he glanced the ball into the right corner of the net.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief or hurried look




•
 
Sean and Michael exchanged glances.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a flash or gleam of light.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a glance






immediately upon looking




•
 
she saw at a glance what had happened.















2.
 
at first glance






when seen or considered for the first time, especially briefly




•
 
good news, at first glance, for frequent travelers.















3.
 
glance one's eye








‹archaic›

 look briefly




•
 
glancing his severe eye around the group.


















IV.
 
derivatives





glancingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rebound obliquely’): probably a nasalized form of obsolete 
glace

 in the same sense, from Old French 
glacier

 ‘to slip,’ from 
glace

 ‘ice,’ based on Latin 
glacies

 .





glance2


 
/ɡlans/





I.
 
noun




a shiny sulfide ore of lead, copper, or other metal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from German 
Glanz

 ‘brightness, luster’; compare with Dutch 
glanserts

 ‘glance ore.’





glanceable

 
/ˈɡlansəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to information, especially as displayed on an electronic screen, that can be read or understood very quickly and easily




•
 
the built-in apps offer glanceable forecasts for as many cities as you want




•
 
a simpler, more glanceable interface.














II.
 
derivatives





glanceability

 
/ˌɡlansəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 1950s (in the sense ‘liable to invite a glance or glances’): from glance
 1
 .





glancing

 
/ˈɡlansiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
striking someone or something at an angle rather than directly and with full force




•
 
he was struck a glancing blow.




















gland1


 
/ɡland/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organ in the human or animal body that secretes particular chemical substances for use in the body or for discharge into the surroundings.




2.
 
a structure resembling this, especially a lymph node.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a secreting cell or group of cells on or within a plant structure.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
glande

 , alteration of Old French 
glandre

 , from Latin 
glandulae

 ‘throat glands.’





gland2


 
/ɡland/





I.
 
noun




a sleeve used to produce a seal around a piston rod or other shaft.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably a variant of Scots 
glam

 ‘a vice or clamp’; related to clamp
 .





glanders

 
/ˈɡlandərz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a rare contagious disease that mainly affects horses, characterized by swellings below the jaw and mucous discharge from the nostrils.

[This disease is caused by the bacterium 
Pseudomonas mallei

 .]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
glandre

 (see gland
 1
 ).





glandular

 
/ˈɡlanjələr/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or affecting a gland or glands.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
glandulaire

 , from 
glandule

 ‘gland,’ from Latin 
glandulae

 (see gland
 1
 ).






glandular fever

 
//






noun




another term for infectious mononucleosis
 .













glans

 
/ɡlanz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the rounded part forming the end of the penis (
glans penis

 ) or clitoris (
glans clitoridis

 ).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘acorn.’






glare

 
/ɡler/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stare in an angry or fierce way




•
 
she 
glared at

 him, her cheeks flushing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (a feeling, especially defiance) by staring in an angry way




•
 
he glared defiance at the pistols pointing down at him.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of the sun or an electric light) shine with a strong or dazzling light




•
 
the sun glared out of a clear blue sky.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a fierce or angry stare.




2.
 
strong and dazzling light




•
 
Murray narrowed his eyes against the glare of the sun.










3.
 
oppressive public attention or scrutiny




•
 
he carried on his life in the full 
glare of

 publicity.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 dazzling or showy appearance; tawdry brilliance




•
 
the pomp and glare of rhetoric.














III.
 
derivatives





glary

 
/ˈɡlerē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘shine brilliantly or dazzlingly’): from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
glaren

 ‘to gleam, glare’: perhaps related to glass
 . The sense ‘stare’ occurred first in the adjective 
glaring

 (late Middle English).





glare ice





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 smooth, glassy ice.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from obsolete 
glare

 ‘frost’; perhaps related to glare
 .





glaring

 
/ˈɡleriNG/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — giving out or reflecting a strong or dazzling light




•
 
the glaring sun.










2.
 
staring fiercely or fixedly




•
 
their glaring eyes.










3.
 
highly obvious or conspicuous




•
 
there is a glaring omission in the above data.



















glaringly

 
/ˈɡleriNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that gives out or reflects a strong or dazzling light


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
glaringly bright colors.










2.
 
in a highly obvious or conspicuous manner




•
 
the theft glaringly exposes the lack of security




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the reason was glaringly obvious.




















Glasgow

 
/ˈɡlazˌɡō ˈɡlasˌɡō/






a city in Scotland, on the Clyde River; pop. 578,700 (est. 2009). It is the largest city in Scotland.









Glashow, Sheldon Lee

 
/ˈɡlaSHō/






(1932–), US theoretical physicist. He independently developed a unified theory to explain electromagnetic interactions and the weak nuclear force, and he extended the quark theory of Murray Gell-Mann. Nobel Prize for Physics (1979), shared with Abdus Salam and Steven Weinberg.










glasnost

 
/ˈɡläzˌnōst ˈɡlazˌnōst ˈɡläzˌnôst/





I.
 
noun




(in the former Soviet Union) the policy or practice of more open consultative government and wider dissemination of information, initiated by leader Mikhail Gorbachev from 1985.











– origin

 from Russian 
glasnostʹ

 , literally ‘the fact of being public,’ from 
glasnyy

 ‘public, open’ + 
-nostʹ

 ‘-ness.’






glass

 
/ɡlas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard, brittle substance, typically transparent or translucent, made by fusing sand with soda, lime, and sometimes other ingredients and cooling rapidly. It is used to make windows, drinking containers, and other articles




•
 
a piece of glass




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a glass door.










2.
 
a substance similar to glass that has solidified from a molten state without crystallizing.




3.
 
a thing made from, or partly from, glass, in particular




4.
 
a container to drink from




•
 
a beer glass.










5.
 
glassware.




6.
 
greenhouses or cold frames considered collectively.




7.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a mirror.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 an hourglass.




9.
 
a lens, or an optical instrument containing a lens or lenses, in particular a monocle or a magnifying lens.




10.
 
the liquid or amount of liquid contained in a glass; a glassful




•
 
a glass of lemonade




•
 
I'll have another glass, please.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or enclose with glass




•
 
the inn has a long balcony, now 
glassed in

 .










2.
 
(especially in hunting) scan (one's surroundings) with binoculars




•
 
the first day was spent glassing the rolling hills.










3.
 


‹literary›

 reflect in or as if in a mirror




•
 
the opposite slopes 
glassed themselves

 in the deep dark water.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the glass is half-full (or half-empty)






used to refer to an optimistic (or pessimistic) outlook on life




•
 
she remains a person for whom the glass is always half-full




•
 
I like to think of myself as a glass half-full kind of guy.















2.
 
people (who live) in glass houses shouldn't throw stones








‹proverb›

 you shouldn't criticize others when you have similar faults of your own.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glassful

 
/ˈɡlasˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
glassless






adjective













3.
 
glasslike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
glæs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
glas

 and German 
Glas

 .





glassblowing

 
/ˈɡlasˌblōiNG/





I.
 
noun




the craft of making glassware by blowing air through a tube of semimolten glass.








II.
 
derivatives





glassblower

 
/ˈɡlasˌblōr /






noun





















glass case

 
/ɡlas kās/






noun




an exhibition display case made mostly from glass.














glass ceiling






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an unofficially acknowledged barrier to advancement in a profession, especially affecting women and members of minorities.













glass cutter

 
/ˈɡlas ˌkədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool that scores a line on a piece of glass, allowing the glass to be snapped along the line.




2.
 
a person who cuts glass.








II.
 
derivatives





glass cutting






noun





















glassed-in

 
/ˈɡlastˌin/






adjective




(of a building or part of a building) covered or enclosed with glass.













glass eel






noun




an elver at the time that it first enters brackish or fresh water, when it is translucent.














glasses

 
/ˈɡlasəz/






plural noun



1.
 
a pair of lenses set in a frame resting on the nose and ears, used to correct or assist defective eyesight or protect the eyes.




2.
 
a pair of binoculars.













glass eye

 
/ɡlas ī/






noun




an artificial eye made from glass.













glass fiber

 
/ˈɡlas ˌfībər/






noun



1.
 
a filament of glass.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a strong plastic, textile, or other material containing embedded glass filaments for reinforcement.














glass harmonica






noun




a musical instrument in which the sound is made by a row of rotating, concentric glass bowls, kept moist and pressed with the fingers or with keys. It was invented in 1761 by Benjamin Franklin and was popular until about 1830.













glasshouse

 
/ˈɡlasˌhous/






noun






(Brit.)

 a greenhouse.













glassine

 
/ɡlaˈsēn/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a glossy transparent paper




•
 
glassine envelopes.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from glass
 + -ine
 4
 .





glass jaw






noun






[Boxing]

 
‹informal›

 a weak jaw that is easily broken, especially as an indication of a fighter's vulnerability to an opponent's punches.














glass lizard






noun




a legless burrowing lizard of snakelike appearance, with smooth shiny skin and an easily detached tail, native to Eurasia, Africa, and America.

Also called glass snake
 . [Genus 
Ophisaurus

 , family 
Anguidae

 : several species.]













glassmaking

 
/ˈɡlasˌmākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the manufacture of glass.








II.
 
derivatives





glassmaker

 
/-ˌmākər /






noun






















glass snake






noun




another term for glass lizard
 .













glassware

 
/ˈɡlasˌwer/






noun




ornaments and articles made from glass.













glass wool

 
/ˈɡlas ˌwo͝ol/






noun




glass in the form of fine fibers used for packing and insulation.













glasswork

 
/ˈɡlaswərk/






noun



1.
 
the business or technique of cutting and installing glass for windows and doors; glazing.




2.
 
the manufacture of glass and glassware.




3.
 
ornaments and articles made of glass; glassware.













glassworks

 
/ˈɡlaswərks/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a factory where glass and glass articles are made.














glasswort

 
/ˈɡlaswərt ˈɡlasˌwôrt/






noun




a widely distributed salt-marsh plant with fleshy scalelike leaves. The ashes of the burned plant were formerly used in glassmaking.

Also called samphire
 . [Genus 
Salicornia

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 : several species.]













glassy

 
/ˈɡlasē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling glass in some way, in particular




2.
 
having the physical properties of glass; vitreous




•
 
glassy lavas.










3.
 
(of water) having a smooth surface.




4.
 
(of sound) resembling the sharp or ringing noise made when glass is struck




•
 
a glassy clink.










5.
 
(of a person's eyes or expression) showing no interest or animation; dull and glazed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glassily

 
/ˈɡlasəlē /






adverb













2.
 
glassiness

 
/ˈɡlasēnəs /






noun





















Glastonbury

 
/ˈɡlastənb(ə)rē, -ˌberē/






a town in southwestern England; pop. 9,000 (est. 2009). It is the legendary burial place of King Arthur and Queen Guinevere and the site of a ruined abbey held by legend to have been founded by Joseph of Arimathea.









Glaswegian

 
/ɡlazˈwējən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Glasgow.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Glasgow.




2.
 
the dialect or accent of people from Glasgow.











– origin

 from Glasgow
 , on the pattern of words such as 
Norwegian

 .






Glatzer Neisse

 
/ˌɡlätsər ˈnīsə/






German name for Neisse
 (
sense

 2).









Glauber's salt

 
/ˈɡloubərz ˌsôlt/





I.
 
noun




a crystalline hydrated form of sodium sulfate, used chiefly as a laxative.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after Johann R. 
Glauber

 (1604–1668), the German chemist who first produced the substance artificially.





glaucoma

 
/ɡlôˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition of increased pressure within the eyeball, causing gradual loss of sight.








II.
 
derivatives





glaucomatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
glaukōma

 , based on 
glaukos

 ‘bluish-green, bluish-gray’ (because of the gray-green haze in the pupil).





glauconite

 
/ˈɡlôkəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a greenish clay mineral of the illite group, found chiefly in marine sands.








II.
 
derivatives





glauconitic

 
/ˌɡlôkəˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Glaukonit

 , from Greek 
glaukon

 (neuter of 
glaukos

 ‘bluish-green’) + -ite
 1
 .





glaucophane

 
/ˈɡlôkəˌfān/





I.
 
noun




a bluish sodium-containing mineral of the amphibole group, found chiefly in schists and other metamorphic rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Glaukophan

 , from Greek 
glaukos

 ‘bluish-green’ + 
-phanēs

 ‘shining.’





glaucous

 
/ˈɡlôkəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 of a dull grayish-green or blue color.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 covered with a powdery bloom like that on grapes.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
glaukos

 ‘bluish-green’ + -ous
 .





glaze

 
/ɡlāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit panes of glass into (a window or doorframe or similar structure)




•
 
windows can be glazed using laminated glass.










2.
 
enclose or cover with glass




•
 
the verandas were 
glazed in

 .










3.
 
overlay or cover (food, fabric, etc.) with a smooth, shiny coating or finish




•
 
new potatoes that had been glazed in mint-flavored butter.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lose brightness and animation




•
 
the prospect makes my eyes 
glaze over

 with boredom




•
 (as 
adj.

 
glazed

 )
 
she had that glazed look in her eyes again.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a vitreous substance fused on to the surface of pottery to form a hard, impervious decorative coating.




2.
 
a smooth, shiny surface formed by glazing




•
 
the glaze of the white cups.










3.
 


[chiefly Art]

 a thin topcoat of transparent paint used to modify the tone of an underlying color.




4.
 
a liquid such as milk or beaten egg, used to form a smooth shiny coating on food.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a thin, glassy coating of ice on the ground or the surface of water.








III.
 
derivatives





glazer

 
/ˈɡlāzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
glase

 , from glass
 .





glazier

 
/ˈɡlāZHər/






noun




a person whose profession is fitting glass into windows and doors.














glazier's point






noun




a small triangle of sheet metal, used to hold glass in a window frame until the putty dries.













glazing

 
/ˈɡlāziNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of installing windows.




2.
 
glass windows




•
 
sealed protective glazing.



















GLBT

 
GLB






abbreviation




gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a planned GLBT cable channel.



















GLC






abbreviation






[Chemistry]

 gas–liquid chromatography.













gld.






abbreviation




guilder.














gleam

 
/ɡlēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine brightly, especially with reflected light




•
 
light gleamed on the china cats




•
 
her eyes gleamed with satisfaction.










2.
 
(of a smooth surface or object) reflect light because well polished




•
 
Victor buffed the glass until it gleamed




•
 (as 
adj.

 
gleaming

 )
 
sleek and gleaming black limousines.










3.
 
(of an emotion or quality) appear or be expressed through the brightness of someone's eyes or expression




•
 
a hint of mischief gleaming in her eyes.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a faint or brief light, especially one reflected from something




•
 
the gleam of a silver tray.










2.
 
a brief or faint instance of a quality or emotion, especially a desirable one




•
 
the 
gleam of

 hope vanished.










3.
 
a brightness in a person's eyes taken as a sign of a particular emotion




•
 
she saw an unmistakable 
gleam of

 triumph in his eyes.














III.
 
phrases





a gleam in someone's eye






see eye
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gleamingly






adverb













2.
 
gleamy

 
/ˈɡlēmē /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Old English 
glǣm

 ‘brilliant light,’ of Germanic origin.





glean

 
/ɡlēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extract (information) from various sources




•
 
the information is 
gleaned from

 press clippings.










2.
 
collect gradually and bit by bit




•
 
objects gleaned from local markets.










3.
 


‹historical›

 gather (leftover grain or other produce) after a harvest


(as 
noun

 
gleaning

 )


•
 
the conditions of farm workers in the 1890s made gleaning essential.














II.
 
derivatives





gleaner

 
/ˈɡlēnər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
glener

 , from late Latin 
glennare

 , probably of Celtic origin.





gleanings

 
/ˈɡlēniNGz/






plural noun




things, especially facts, that are gathered or collected from various sources rather than acquired as a whole.













Gleason, Jackie

 
/ˈɡlēsən/






(1916–87), US entertainer; born 
Herbert John Gleason

 ; known as 
the Great One

 . He is best known for his comedic work on television on 
The Jackie Gleason Show

 between 1952 and 1970 and as bus driver Ralph Kramden on 
The Honeymooners

 (1955–56). He also appeared on Broadway in 
Take Me Along

 (1959) and in movies such as 
The Hustler

 (1961) and 
Nothing in Common

 (1986).









glebe

 
/ɡlēb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of land serving as part of a clergyman's benefice and providing income.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹archaic›

 land; fields.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
gleba

 , 
glaeba

 ‘clod, land, soil.’





glee

 
/ɡlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
great delight




•
 
his face lit up with impish glee.










2.
 
a song for men's voices in three or more parts, usually unaccompanied, of a type popular especially 
c.

 1750–1830.











– origin

 Old English 
glēo

 ‘entertainment, music, fun,’ of Germanic origin. 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 17th cent.





glee club

 
/ˈɡlē ˌkləb/






noun




a group organized to sing short choral works, especially part-songs.













gleeful

 
/ˈɡlēfəl/





I.
 
adjective




exuberantly or triumphantly joyful




•
 
she gave a gleeful chuckle.














II.
 
derivatives





gleefulness






noun





















gleefully

 
/ˈɡlēfəlē/






adverb




in an exuberantly or triumphantly joyful manner




•
 
audiences laughed gleefully




•
 
politicians gleefully point the finger at each other.



















gleeman

 
/ˈɡlēmən/






noun






‹historical›

 a professional entertainer, especially a singer.













gleesome

 
/ˈɡlēsəm/






adjective






‹archaic›

 gleeful.













gleet

 
/ɡlēt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a watery discharge from the urethra caused by gonorrheal infection.








II.
 
derivatives





gleety






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting mucus formed in the stomach): from Old French 
glette

 ‘slime, secretion,’ of unknown origin.





Gleichschaltung

 
/ˈɡlīkˌSHalto͝oNG/





I.
 
noun




the standardization of political, economic, and social institutions as carried out in authoritarian states.











– origin

 German, from 
gleich

 ‘same’ + 
schalten

 ‘force or bring into line.’





glen

 
/ɡlen/





I.
 
noun




a narrow valley.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
gleann

 (earlier 
glenn

 ).





Glendale





I.
 
a city in south central Arizona, northwest of Phoenix; pop. 251,522 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southwestern California, north of Los Angeles; pop. 197,176 (est. 2008).









Glendora

 
/ɡlenˈdôrə/






a city in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 49,410 (est. 2008).









glengarry

 
/ˌɡlenˈɡerē/





I.
 
noun




a brimless boat-shaped hat with a cleft down the center, typically having two ribbons hanging at the back, worn as part of Scottish Highland dress.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Glengarry

 , the name of a valley in the Highlands of Scotland.






Glen More

 
/ɡlen ˈmôr/






another name for Great Glen
 .









Glenn, John

 
/ɡlen/






(1921–), US astronaut and politician; full name 
John Herschel Glenn, Jr

 . In 1962, he became the first American to orbit the earth. An Ohio Democrat, he served four terms in the US Senate 1975–99. In 1998, in his late 70s, he joined the crew of the space shuttle 
Discovery

 in order to help study the effects of space travel on older people.









glenohumeral

 
/ˌɡlēnōˈ(h)yo͞omərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to the shoulder joint




•
 
elite tennis players were at risk of developing glenohumeral osteoarthritis.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
glenoid

 (see glenoid fossa
 ) + humeral
 .






glenoid fossa

 
/ˈɡlēnoid ˈfäsə /

 
glenoid cavity





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a shallow depression on a bone into which another bone fits to form a joint, especially that on the scapula into which the head of the humerus fits.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
glenoid

 from French 
glénoïde

 , from Greek 
glēnoeidēs

 , from 
glēnē

 ‘socket.’





gley

 
/ɡlā/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a sticky waterlogged soil lacking in oxygen, typically gray to blue in color.











– origin

 1920s: from Ukrainian, literally ‘sticky blue clay’; related to clay
 .






glia

 
/ˈɡlēə ˈɡlīə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the connective tissue of the nervous system, consisting of several different types of cell associated with neurons.

Also called neuroglia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





glial






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘glue.’





glib

 
/ɡlib/





I.
 
adjective




(of words or the person speaking them) fluent and voluble but insincere and shallow




•
 
she was careful not to let the answer sound too glib.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glibly

 
/ˈɡliblē /






adverb













2.
 
glibness

 
/ˈɡlibnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘smooth, unimpeded’): ultimately of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
glibberig

 ‘slippery’ and German 
glibberig

 ‘slimy.’





glide

 
/ɡlīd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with a smooth continuous motion, typically with little noise




•
 
a few gondolas glided past.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move with a smooth continuous motion.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make an unpowered flight, either in a glider or in an aircraft with engine failure.




4.
 
(of a bird) fly through the air with very little movement of the wings.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a smooth continuous movement.




2.
 
a flight in a glider or unpowered aircraft.




3.
 
a smooth continuous step in ballroom dancing.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 a sound produced as the vocal organs move toward or away from articulation of a vowel or consonant, for example in 
mute

 .











– origin

 Old English 
glīdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
glijden

 and German 
gleiten

 .





glide path

 
/ˈɡlīd ˌpaTH/






noun



1.
 
an aircraft's line of descent to land, especially as indicated by ground radar.




2.
 
a series of events or actions leading smoothly to a particular outcome




•
 
we are on a glide path to success.



















glider

 
/ˈɡlīdər/






noun



1.
 
a light aircraft that is designed to fly for long periods without using an engine.




2.
 
a person or thing that glides




•
 
the flying lemur is an efficient glider as well as climber.










3.
 


(US)

 a long swinging seat suspended from a frame in a porch.













glide reflection






noun






[Mathematics]

 a transformation consisting of a translation combined with a reflection about a plane parallel to the direction of the translation.













gliding

 
/ˈɡlīdiNG/






noun




the sport of flying in a glider.













glim

 
/ɡlim/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a candle or lantern.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting brightness): perhaps an abbreviation of glimmer
 . The current sense dates from the late 17th cent.






glimmer

 
/ˈɡlimər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine faintly with a wavering light




•
 
the moonlight glimmered on the lawn




•
 (as 
adj.

 
glimmering

 )
 
pools of glimmering light.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a faint or wavering light.




2.
 
a faint sign of a feeling or quality, especially a desirable one




•
 
there is one glimmer of hope for Becky.














III.
 
derivatives





glimmeringly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin; related to Swedish 
glimra

 and Danish 
glimre

 .





glimmering

 
/ˈɡliməriNG/






noun




a glimmer




•
 
the glimmering of an idea.



















glimpse

 
/ɡlim(p)s/





I.
 
noun




a momentary or partial view




•
 
she 
caught a glimpse

 of the ocean




•
 
a glimpse into the world of the wealthy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
see or perceive briefly or partially




•
 
he glimpsed a figure standing in the shade.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 shine or appear faintly or intermittently




•
 
glowworms glimpsing in the dark.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘shine faintly’): probably of Germanic origin; related to Middle High German 
glimsen

 , also to glimmer
 .





Glinka, Mikhail

 
/ˈɡliNGkə/






(1804–57), Russian composer; full name 
Mikhail Ivanovich Glinka

 . He is considered the father of the Russian national school of music. Notable operas: 
A Life for the Czar

 (1836) and 
Russlan and Ludmilla

 (1842).









glint

 
/ɡlint/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give out or reflect small flashes of light




•
 
her glasses were glinting in the firelight.










2.
 
(of a person's eyes) shine with a particular emotion




•
 
his eyes glinted angrily.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flash of light, especially as reflected from a shiny surface




•
 
the glint of gold in his teeth.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a brightness in someone's eyes seen as a sign of enthusiasm or a particular emotion




•
 
she saw the glint of excitement in his eyes.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘move quickly or obliquely’): variant of dialect 
glent

 , probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish dialect 
glänta

 , 
glinta

 ‘to slip, slide, gleam.’





glioblastoma

 
/ˌɡlīōblaˈstōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a highly invasive glioma in the brain.













glioma

 
/ɡlīˈōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor of the glial tissue of the nervous system.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
glia

 ‘glue’ + -oma
 .





glissade

 
/ɡləˈsäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way of sliding down a steep slope of snow or ice, typically on the feet with the support of an ice ax.




2.
 


[Ballet]

 a movement, typically used as a joining step, in which one leg is brushed outward from the body, which then takes the weight while the second leg is brushed in to meet it.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
slide down a steep slope of snow or ice with the support of an ice ax.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
glisser

 ‘to slip, slide.’





glissando

 
/ɡləˈsändō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a continuous slide upward or downward between two notes.











– origin

 Italian, from French 
glissant

 , present participle of 
glisser

 ‘to slip, slide.’





glissé

 
/ɡləˈsā, ɡlē-/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a movement in which weight is transferred from one foot, which is slid outward from the body and briefly extended off the ground, to the other, which is then brought to meet it.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘slipped, glided.’





glisten

 
/ˈɡlis(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something wet or greasy) shine; glitter




•
 
his cheeks glistened with tears




•
 (as 
adj.

 
glistening

 )
 
the glistening swimming pool.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sparkling light reflected from something wet




•
 
there was a glisten of perspiration across her top lip.














III.
 
derivatives





glisteningly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
glisnian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Low German 
glisen

 . The noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





glister

 
/ˈɡlistər /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sparkle; glitter.








II.
 
noun




a sparkle.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Low German 
glistern

 or Middle Dutch 
glisteren

 .





glitch

 
/ɡliCH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden, usually temporary malfunction or irregularity of equipment




•
 
a draft version was lost in a computer glitch.










2.
 
an unexpected setback in a plan




•
 
this has been the first real glitch they've encountered in a three months' tour.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 a brief irregularity in the rotation of a pulsar.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 suffer a sudden malfunction or irregularity




•
 
her job involves troubleshooting when systems glitch.














III.
 
derivatives





glitchy






adjective



















– origin

 1960s (originally US): of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘a sudden surge of current,’ hence ‘malfunction, hitch’ in astronautical slang.






glitter

 
/ˈɡlidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine with a bright, shimmering, reflected light




•
 
trees and grass glittered with dew.










2.
 
shine as a result of strong feeling




•
 
her eyes were glittering with excitement.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
bright, shimmering, reflected light




•
 
the blue glitter of the sea.










2.
 
a glint in a person's eye indicating a particular emotion




•
 
the scathing glitter in his eyes.










3.
 
tiny pieces of sparkling material used for decoration




•
 
sneakers trimmed with sequins and glitter.










4.
 
an attractive and exciting but superficial quality




•
 
he avoids the glitter of show business.














III.
 
phrases





all that glitters is not gold








‹proverb›

 the attractive external appearance of something is not a reliable indication of its true nature.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
glitra

 .






glitterati

 
/ˌɡlidəˈrädē/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 the fashionable set of people engaged in show business or some other glamorous activity.











– origin

 1950s (originally US): blend of glitter
 and literati
 .





glittering

 
/ˈɡlidəriNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
shining with a shimmering or sparkling light




•
 
glittering chandeliers.










2.
 
impressively successful or elaborate




•
 
a glittering military career.














II.
 
derivatives





glitteringly






adverb





















glittery

 
/ˈɡlidərē/






adjective



1.
 
reflecting a bright, shimmering light




•
 
glittery jewels.










2.
 
decorated with tiny pieces of sparkling material




•
 
glittery costumes




•
 
glittery eyeshadow.










3.
 
having an attractive and exciting but superficial quality




•
 
this glittery world of beautiful people.



















glitz

 
/ɡlits /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




extravagant but superficial display




•
 
the glitz and sophisticated night life of Ibiza.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 make (something) glamorous or showy




•
 
we need to 
glitz up

 the program.

















– origin

 1970s (originally a North American usage): back-formation from glitzy
 .






glitzy

 
/ˈɡlitsē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 ostentatiously attractive (often used to suggest superficial glamour)




•
 
I wanted something glitzy to wear to the launch party.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glitzily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
glitziness






noun



















– origin

 1960s (originally a North American usage): from glitter
 , suggested by ritzy
 , and perhaps also by German 
glitzerig

 ‘glittering.’





Gliwice

 
/ɡliˈvētsə/






a mining and industrial city in southern Poland, near the border with the Czech Republic; pop. 197,874 (2007).









gloaming

 
/ˈɡlōmiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the gloaming

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 twilight; dusk.











– origin

 Old English 
glōmung

 , from 
glōm

 ‘twilight,’ of Germanic origin; related to glow
 .





gloat

 
/ɡlōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
contemplate or dwell on one's own success or another's misfortune with smugness or malignant pleasure




•
 
his enemies 
gloated over

 his death.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 an act of gloating.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gloater






noun













2.
 
gloatingly

 
/ˈɡlōdiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps related to Old Norse 
glotta

 ‘to grin’ and Middle High German 
glotzen

 ‘to stare.’ The original sense was ‘give a sideways or furtive look,’ hence ‘cast amorous or admiring glances’; the current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.





glob

 
/ɡläb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a lump of a semiliquid substance




•
 
thick 
globs of

 melted mozzarella cheese.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps a blend of blob
 and gob
 2
 .






global

 
/ˈɡlōbəl/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the whole world; worldwide




•
 
the downturn in the global economy.










2.
 
relating to or embracing the whole of something, or of a group of things




•
 
some students may prefer to be given a global picture of what is involved in the task.










3.
 


[Computing]

 operating or applying through the whole of a file, program, etc.




•
 
global searches.



















global commons






plural noun




the earth's unowned natural resources, such as the oceans, the atmosphere, and space




•
 
financial speculators and other abusers of our global commons.



















globalist

 
/ˈɡlōbəlist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who advocates the interpretation or planning of economic and foreign policy in relation to events and developments throughout the world.




2.
 
a person or organization advocating or practicing operations across national divisions.








II.
 
derivatives





globalism

 
/ˈɡlōbəlizəm /






noun





















globalize

 
/ˈɡlōbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb




develop or be developed so as to make possible international influence or operation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
communication globalizes capital markets




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
building facilities overseas is part of the strategy of every company that aims to globalize.














II.
 
derivatives





globalization

 
/ˌɡlōbələˈzāSHən ˌɡlōbəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















globally

 
/ˈɡlōbəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the whole world




•
 
firms that can compete globally




•
 
the city is globally renowned for its artists.










2.
 
in a way that relates to the whole of something




•
 
they do not often go into all the little fine detail; they look at it globally.










3.
 


[Computing]

 in a way that operates or applies through the whole of a file, program, etc.




•
 
the processing can be applied globally to all digital output signals.



















Global Surveyor

 
Mars Global Surveyor






an unmanned American spacecraft that went into orbit around Mars in 1997 to begin detailed photography and mapping of the surface. Contact with the spacecraft was lost in 2006.









global village

 
/ˈɡlōbəl ˈvilij/






noun




the world considered as a single community linked by telecommunications.














global warming

 
/ˈɡlōbəl ˈwôrmiNG/






noun




a gradual increase in the overall temperature of the earth's atmosphere generally attributed to the greenhouse effect caused by increased levels of carbon dioxide, chlorofluorocarbons, and other pollutants.













globe

 
/ɡlōb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the globe

 )
 — the earth




•
 
collecting goodies from all over the globe.










2.
 
a spherical representation of the earth or of the constellations with a map on the surface.




3.
 
a spherical or rounded object




•
 
orange trees clipped into giant globes.










4.
 
a glass sphere protecting a light.




5.
 
a drinking glass shaped approximately like a sphere




•
 
a brandy globe.










6.
 
a golden orb as an emblem of sovereignty.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 form (something) into a globe.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
globelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
globoid

 
/ˈɡlōboid /






adjective, noun













3.
 
globose

 
/ˈɡlōˌbōs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘spherical object’): from Old French, or from Latin 
globus

 .





globefish

 
/ˈɡlōbˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a pufferfish or a porcupine fish.




2.
 
an ocean sunfish.

See sunfish
 (
sense

 1).













globeflower

 
/ˈɡlōbˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a plant of the buttercup family with globular yellow or orange flowers, native to north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Trollius

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













globe-shaped






adjective




spherical like a globe




•
 
globe-shaped goldfish bowls.



















Globe Theatre






a theater in Southwark, London, erected in 1599, where many of Shakespeare's plays were first publicly performed. The theater's site was rediscovered in 1989, and a reconstruction of the original theater was opened in 1997.









globe thistle






noun




an Old World thistle with globe-shaped heads of metallic blue-gray flowers.

[Genus 
Echinops

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













globetrotter

 
/ˈɡlōbˌträdər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who travels widely.








II.
 
derivatives





globe-trot

 
/ˈɡlōbˌträt /






verb





















globetrotting

 
/ˈɡlōbˌträdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of traveling widely around the world




•
 
in spite of his globetrotting, he has not abandoned his Indian heritage.














II.
 
adjective




traveling widely around the world




•
 
a globetrotting celebrity




•
 
an eventful, globetrotting life.




















globigerina

 
/ɡlōˌbijəˈrīnə, -ˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun




a planktonic marine protozoan with a calcareous shell. The shells collect as a deposit (
globigerina ooze

 ) over much of the ocean floor.

[Genus 
Globigerina

 , order 
Foraminiferida

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
globus

 ‘spherical object, globe’ (because of the globular chambers in its shell) + 
-ger

 ‘carrying’ + -ina
 .





globular

 
/ˈɡläbyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
globe-shaped; spherical.




2.
 
composed of globules.








II.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 short for globular cluster
 .














globular cluster






noun






[Astronomy]

 a large compact spherical star cluster, typically of old stars in the outer regions of a galaxy.














globule

 
/ˈɡläbyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round particle of a substance; a drop




•
 


globules of

 fat.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small dark cloud of gas and dust seen against a brighter background such as a luminous nebula.








II.
 
derivatives





globulous

 
/-yələs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
globulus

 , diminutive of 
globus

 ‘spherical object, globe.’






globulin

 
/ˈɡläbyələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of simple proteins soluble in salt solutions and forming a large fraction of blood serum protein. The three principal subsets of globulin are 
alpha globulin

 , 
beta globulin

 , and 
gamma globulin

 , which are distinguished by their respective degrees of electrophoretic mobility (alpha having the greatest and gamma having the least).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from globule
 (in the archaic sense ‘blood corpuscle’) + -in
 1
 .





globus pallidus

 
/ˈɡlōbəs ˈpalidəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the median part of the lentiform nucleus in the brain.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘pale globus.’





glocal

 
/ˈɡlōk(ə)l/






adjective




reflecting or characterized by both local and global considerations




•
 
in the Web 2.0 era, every public institution has already been transformed into a glocal enterprise.



















glocalization

 
/ˌɡlōkələˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the practice of conducting business according to both local and global considerations.











– origin

 1990s: blend of global
 + localization.





glochid

 
/ˈɡlōkəd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a barbed bristle on the areole of some cacti.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
glōkhis

 , 
glōkhid-

 ‘arrowhead.’





glochidium

 
/ɡlōˈkidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a parasitic larva of certain freshwater bivalve mollusks, which attaches itself by hooks and suckers to the fins or gills of fish.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, based on Greek 
glōkhis

 ‘arrowhead.’





glockenspiel

 
/ˈɡläkənˌspēl ˈɡläkənˌSHpēl/





I.
 
noun




a musical percussion instrument having a set of tuned metal pieces mounted in a frame and struck with small hammers.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting an organ stop imitating the sound of bells): from German 
Glockenspiel

 , literally ‘bell-play.’





glom

 
/ɡläm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 steal




•
 
I thought he was about to glom my wallet.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
glom onto

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 become stuck or attached to.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: variant of Scots 
glaum

 , of unknown origin.





glomerulonephritis

 
/ɡlôˌmeryəlōnəˈfrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 acute inflammation of the kidney, typically caused by an immune response.














glomerulus

 
/ɡləˈmeryələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a cluster of nerve endings, spores, or small blood vessels, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a cluster of capillaries around the end of a kidney tubule, where waste products are filtered from the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





glomerular

 
/ɡləˈmer(y)ələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
glomus

 , 
glomer-

 ‘ball of thread.’






gloom

 
/ɡlo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
partial or total darkness




•
 
he strained his eyes peering into the gloom.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a dark or shady place.




3.
 
a state of depression or despondency




•
 
a year of economic gloom for the car industry




•
 
his gloom deepened.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 have a dark or somber appearance




•
 
the black gibbet glooms beside the way.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover with gloom; make dark or dismal




•
 
a black yew gloom'd the stagnant air.










3.
 
be or look depressed or despondent




•
 
Charles was always glooming about money.














III.
 
phrases





gloom and doom






see doom
 .















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): of unknown origin.





gloomy

 
/ˈɡlo͞omē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dark or poorly lit, especially so as to appear depressing or frightening




•
 
a gloomy corridor.










2.
 
feeling distressed or pessimistic




•
 
I am by no means gloomy about the prospects for domestic industry.










3.
 
causing distress or depression




•
 
a gloomy atmosphere.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gloomily

 
/ˈɡlo͞oməlē /






adverb













2.
 
gloominess

 
/ˈɡlo͞omēnəs /






noun






















gloop

 
/ɡlo͞op/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 another term for glop
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gloopiness






noun













2.
 
gloopy






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: the letters 
gl

 , 
o

 , and 
p

 are said to be symbolic of semiliquid matter (compare with glop
 ).






glop

 
/ɡläp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sticky and amorphous substance, typically something unpleasant




•
 
the snow was sun-softened glop.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a soft, shapeless lump of something




•
 
a 
glop of

 creamy dressing.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 worthless or overly sentimental writing, music, or other material




•
 
commercialized glop, not worth thinking about.














II.
 
derivatives





gloppy






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: symbolic (see gloop
 ).





Gloria

 
/ˈɡlôrēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Christian liturgical hymn or formula beginning (in the Latin text) with 
Gloria

 , in particular




2.
 
the hymn beginning 
Gloria in excelsis Deo

 (Glory be to God in the highest), forming a set part of the Mass.




3.
 
a musical setting of this




•
 
Vivaldi's Gloria.










4.
 
the doxology beginning 
Gloria Patris

 (Glory be to the Father), used after psalms and in formal prayer (e.g., in the rosary).











– origin

 Middle English: Latin, ‘glory.’





Gloriana

 
/ˌɡlôrēˈänə/






the nickname of Queen Elizabeth I.









glorification

 
/ˌɡlôrəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of describing or representing something as admirable, especially unjustifiably




•
 
I don't like the glorification of violence




•
 
a romantic glorification of the past.










2.
 
praise and worship of God




•
 
worshippers repeat their glorification of God.










3.
 
the practice of acknowledging and revealing the glory of God by one's actions




•
 
the purpose of this organization is the glorification of God in all pursuits of life.



















glorified

 
/ˈɡlôrəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (especially of something or someone ordinary or unexceptional) represented in such a way as to appear more elevated or special




•
 
I did the paperwork and was basically a glorified secretary.










2.
 
(in religious contexts) made glorious




•
 
the transformed and glorified Jesus.



















glorify

 
/ˈɡlôrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise and worship (God).




•
 
music is used to glorify God.










2.
 
acknowledge and reveal the majesty and splendor of (God) by one's actions




•
 
God can be glorified through a life of scholarship.










3.
 
describe or represent as admirable, especially unjustifiably




•
 
a football video glorifying violence.














II.
 
derivatives





glorifier

 
/ˈɡlôrəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
glorifier

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
glorificare

 , from late Latin 
glorificus

 , from Latin 
gloria

 ‘glory.’





glorious

 
/ˈɡlôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having, worthy of, or bringing fame or admiration




•
 
the most glorious victory of all time.










2.
 
having a striking beauty or splendor that evokes feelings of delighted admiration




•
 
a glorious autumn day.














II.
 
derivatives





gloriousness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
glorieus

 , from Latin 
gloriosus

 , from 
gloria

 ‘glory.’





gloriously

 
/ˈɡlôrēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is worthy of fame or admiration; impressively




•
 
he triumphed gloriously in bringing down the enemy




•
 
gloriously restored locomotives.










2.
 
in a wonderful or enjoyable manner




•
 
the sun shone gloriously all day.



















glory

 
/ˈɡlôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
high renown or honor won by notable achievements




•
 
to fight and die for the glory of one's nation.










2.
 
magnificence or great beauty




•
 
the train has been restored to all its former glory.










3.
 
(often 
glories

 )
 — a thing that is beautiful or distinctive; a special cause for pride, respect, or delight




•
 
the glories of Paris.










4.
 
the splendor and bliss of heaven




•
 
with the saints in glory.










5.
 
praise, worship, and thanksgiving offered to a deity.




6.
 
a luminous ring or halo, especially as depicted around the head of Jesus Christ or a saint.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
glory in

 )


1.
 
take great pride or pleasure in




•
 
they were individuals who gloried in their independence.










2.
 
exult in unpleasantly or boastfully




•
 
readers tended to defend their paper or even to glory in its bias.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
glory be!





a.
 
expressing enthusiastic piety.




b.
 


‹informal›

 used as an exclamation of surprise or delight.




c.
 
(
Glory Be

 ) [as 
noun

 ]
 — (especially in Roman Catholic use) the doxology beginning “Glory be to the Father.”









2.
 
go to glory






die; be destroyed.









3.
 
in one's glory








‹informal›

 in a state of extreme joy or exaltation.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
glorie

 , from Latin 
gloria

 .





glory days

 
/ˈɡlôrē dāz/






plural noun




a time in the past regarded as being better than the present




•
 
his glory days as a high school basketball star




•
 
the glory days of tourism.



















glory hole

 
/ˈɡlôrē hōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small furnace used to keep glass malleable so that it can be worked.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an untidy storage place, especially a room or cupboard.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a hole in a wall through which fellatio or masturbation is conducted incognito.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





gloss1


 
/ɡläs ɡlôs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
shine or luster on a smooth surface




•
 
hair with a healthy gloss.










2.
 
(also 
gloss paint

 )
 — a type of paint that dries to a bright shiny surface.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a superficially attractive appearance or impression




•
 
beneath the gloss of success was a tragic private life.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a cosmetic gloss to.




2.
 
apply gloss paint to.




3.
 
(
gloss over

 )
 — try to conceal or disguise (something embarrassing or unfavorable) by treating it briefly or representing it misleadingly




•
 
the social costs of this growth are glossed over.














III.
 
derivatives





glosser






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






gloss2


 
/ɡläs ɡlôs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a translation or explanation of a word or phrase.




2.
 
an explanation, interpretation, or paraphrase




•
 
the chapter acts as a helpful 
gloss on

 Pynchon's general method.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be glossed

 )


1.
 
provide an explanation, interpretation, or paraphrase for (a text, word, etc.).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
gloss on/upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 write or make comments, especially unfavorable ones, about (something)




•
 
those laws, which they assumed the liberty of interpreting and glossing upon.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of the noun 
gloze

 , from Old French 
glose

 (see gloze
 ), suggested by medieval Latin 
glossa

 ‘explanation of a difficult word,’ from Greek 
glōssa

 ‘word needing explanation, language, tongue.’





gloss.






abbreviation




glossary.













glossa

 
/ˈɡläsə, ˈɡlô-/






noun




a tonguelike structure in the labium of an insect's mouthparts.













glossal

 
/ˈɡläsəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
‹rare›

 of the tongue; lingual.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
glōssa

 ‘tongue’ + -al
 .





glossary

 
/ˈɡläsərē ˈɡlôsərē/





I.
 
noun




an alphabetical list of terms or words found in or relating to a specific subject, text, or dialect, with explanations; a brief dictionary.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glossarial

 
/ɡläˈserēəl ɡlôˈserēəl /






adjective













2.
 
glossarist

 
/ˈɡläs(ə)rəst ˈɡlôs(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
glossarium

 , from 
glossa

 (see gloss
 2
 ).





glossator

 
/ˈɡläsādər ˈɡlôˌsādər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person who writes glosses, especially a scholarly commentator on the texts of classical, civil, or canon law.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from 
glossare

 , from Latin 
glossa

 (see gloss
 2
 ).





glossitis

 
/ɡläˈsīdis ɡlôˈsīdis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the tongue.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
glōssa

 ‘tongue’ + -itis
 .





glossographer

 
/ɡläˈsäɡrəfər ɡlôˈsäɡrəfər/






noun




a writer of glosses or commentaries.













glossography

 
/ɡläˈsäɡrəˌfē/






noun



1.
 
the writing of glosses or commentaries.




2.
 
the compiling of glossaries.














glossolalia

 
/ˌɡläsəˈlālēə ˌɡlôsəˈlālēə/





I.
 
noun




the phenomenon of (apparently) speaking in an unknown language, especially in religious worship. It is practiced especially by Pentecostal and charismatic Christians.








II.
 
derivatives





glossolalic

 
/-ˌlālik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
glōssa

 ‘language, tongue’ + 
lalia

 ‘speech.’





glossopharyngeal nerve

 
/ˌɡläsōfəˈrinjēəl, ˌɡlô-/






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the ninth pair of cranial nerves, supplying the tongue and pharynx.













glossy

 
/ˈɡläsē ˈɡlôsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shiny and smooth




•
 
thick, glossy, manageable hair.










2.
 
(of a magazine or photograph) printed on high-quality smooth shiny paper.




3.
 
superficially attractive and stylish, and suggesting wealth or expense




•
 
glossy TV miniseries and soaps.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a magazine printed on glossy paper, containing many color photographs and typically devoted to fashion, beauty, celebrities, etc.




•
 
I cared much too much about getting my picture in the glossies.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a photograph printed on glossy paper.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glossily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
glossiness

 
/ˈɡläsēnəs ˈɡlôsēnəs /






noun





















glottal

 
/ˈɡlädl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or produced by the glottis.













glottal stop

 
/ˈɡlädl ˌstäp/






noun




a consonant formed by the audible release of the airstream after complete closure of the glottis. It is widespread in some nonstandard English accents, and in some other languages, such as Arabic, it is a standard consonant.













glottis

 
/ˈɡlädəs/





I.
 
noun




the part of the larynx consisting of the vocal cords and the slitlike opening between them. It affects voice modulation through expansion or contraction.








II.
 
derivatives





glottic

 
/ˈɡlätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
glōttis

 , from 
glōtta

 , variant of 
glōssa

 ‘tongue.’





glottochronology

 
/ˌɡlädōkrəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the use of statistical data to date the divergence of languages from their common sources.








II.
 
derivatives





glottochronological

 
/-ˌkränəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















Gloucester

 
/ˈɡlôstər/





I.
 
a city in southwestern England, the county town of Gloucestershire; pop. 127,100 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a city in northeastern Massachusetts, on Cape Ann, noted as a fishing and resort center; pop. 30,243 (est. 2008).









Gloucestershire

 
/ˈɡlôstərSHər ˈɡlôstərˌSHir/






a county in southwestern England; county town, Gloucester.










glove

 
/ɡləv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covering for the hand worn for protection against cold or dirt and typically having separate parts for each finger and the thumb.




2.
 
a padded protective covering for the hand used in boxing, baseball, and other sports.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a baseball catcher) catch, deflect, or touch (the ball) with one's glove.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fit like a glove






(of clothes) fit exactly.









2.
 
the gloves are off (or with the gloves off or take the gloves off)






used to express the notion that something will be done in an uncompromising or brutal way, without compunction or hesitation




•
 
for the banks chasing this growing business, the gloves are now definitely off.


















IV.
 
derivatives





gloveless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
glōf

 , of Germanic origin.





glove box

 
glovebox






noun



1.
 
another term for glove compartment
 .




2.
 
a closed chamber into which a pair of gloves projects from openings in the side, used especially in laboratories and incubators in hospitals to prevent contamination.














glove compartment






noun




a recess with a hinged door in the dashboard of a motor vehicle, used for storing small items.













gloved

 
/ɡləvd/






adjective




wearing a glove




•
 
her gloved hand shakes mine.



















glover

 
/ˈɡləvər/






noun




a maker of gloves.














glow

 
/ɡlō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give out steady light without flame




•
 
the tips of their cigarettes glowed in the dark.










2.
 
have an intense color and a slight shine


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
faces that glowed red with the cold.










3.
 
have a heightened color or a bloom on the skin as a result of warmth or health




•
 
he was glowing with health.










4.
 
feel deep pleasure or satisfaction and convey it through one's expression and bearing




•
 
Katy always glowed when he praised her.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a steady radiance of light or heat




•
 
the setting sun cast a deep red glow over the city.










2.
 
a feeling of warmth in the face or body; the visible effects of this as a redness of the cheeks




•
 
he could feel the brandy filling him with a warm glow.










3.
 
a strong feeling of pleasure or well-being




•
 
with a 
glow of

 pride, Mildred walked away.

















– origin

 Old English 
glōwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gloeien

 and German 
glühen

 .





glow discharge






noun




a luminous sparkless electrical discharge from a pointed conductor in a gas at low pressure.













glower

 
/ˈɡlou(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an angry or sullen look on one's face; scowl




•
 
she 
glowered at

 him suspiciously.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an angry or sullen look.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glowering

 
/ˈɡlou(ə)riNG /






adjective













2.
 
gloweringly

 
/ˈɡlou(ə)riNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps a Scots variant of synonymous dialect 
glore

 , or from obsolete 
glow

 ‘to stare,’ both possibly of Scandinavian origin.





glowfly

 
/ˈɡlōflī/






noun




another term for firefly
 .













glowing

 
/ˈɡlōiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
expressing great praise




•
 
he received a glowing report from his teachers.














II.
 
derivatives





glowingly

 
/ˈɡlōiNGlē /






adverb





















glow stick






noun




a novelty item consisting of a plastic tube containing two chemicals that combine when the tube is bent, so producing a luminescent glow.













glowworm

 
/ˈɡlōwərm/






noun




a soft-bodied beetle with luminescent organs in the abdomen, especially the larvalike wingless female, which emits light to attract the flying male.

[Families 
Lampyridae

 and 
Phengodidae

 : several genera numerous species including the American 
Zarhipis integripennis

 .]













glowy

 
/ˈɡlōē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 giving off a steady light




•
 
soft, glowy bulbs.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person's skin) appearing healthy and youthful




•
 
natural, glowy skin.










3.
 


‹informal›

 feeling deep pleasure or pride




•
 
he made her feel all warm and glowy inside.



















gloxinia

 
/ɡläkˈsinēə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American plant with large, velvety, bell-shaped flowers.

[Genera 
Gloxinia

 and 
Sinningia

 , family 
Gesneriaceae

 : several species, in particular the florists' gloxinia (
S. speciosa

 ), which is a popular houseplant.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Benjamin P. 
Gloxin

 , the 18th-cent. German botanist who first described it.






gloze

 
/ɡlōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make excuses for




•
 
the demeanor of Mathews is rather 
glozed over

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹rare›

 
‹archaic›

 use ingratiating or fawning language.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹rare›

 
‹archaic›

 make a comment or comments.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gloser

 , from 
glose

 ‘a gloss, comment,’ based on Latin 
glossa

 (see gloss
 2
 ).





glucagon

 
/ˈɡlo͞okəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone formed in the pancreas that promotes the breakdown of glycogen to glucose in the liver.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
glukus

 ‘sweet’ + 
agōn

 ‘leading, bringing.’





Gluck, Christoph Willibald

 
/ɡlo͝ok/






(1714–87), German composer; full name 
Christoph Willibald Ritter von Gluck

 . His first operas were in the traditional Italian style, but with 
Orfeo ed Euridice

 (1762), he initiated a new style in which he united dramatic, musical, and emotional elements, revolutionizing opera. Later works include 
Alceste

 (1767), 
Iphigénie en Aulide

 (1774), and 
Iphigénie en Tauride

 (1779).









glucocorticoid

 
/ˌɡlo͞okōˈkôrdəˌkoid/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of corticosteroids (e.g., hydrocortisone) that are involved in the metabolism of carbohydrates, proteins, and fats and have anti-inflammatory activity.













glucosamine

 
/ɡlo͞oˈkōsəˌmēn, -min/






noun



1.
 
a crystalline compound which occurs widely in connective tissue, especially as a component of chitin.




2.
 
a synthesized form of this, taken to relieve arthritis pain.













glucose

 
/ˈɡlo͞okōs ˈɡlo͞okōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a simple sugar that is an important energy source in living organisms and is a component of many carbohydrates.

[A hexose; chem. formula: C6
 H12
 O6
 .]




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a syrup containing glucose and other sugars, made by hydrolysis of starch and used in the food industry.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
gleukos

 ‘sweet wine,’ related to 
glukus

 ‘sweet.’





glucoside

 
/ˈɡlo͞okəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a glycoside derived from glucose.








II.
 
derivatives





glucosidic

 
/ˌɡlo͞okəˈsidik /






adjective





















glucuronic acid

 
/ˌɡlo͞okyəränik ˈasəd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an acid derived from glucose, occurring naturally as a constituent of hyaluronic acid and other glycosaminoglycans.

[A uronic acid; chem. formula: HOOC(CHOH)4
 CHO.]














glue

 
/ɡlo͞o/





I.
 
noun




an adhesive substance used for sticking objects or materials together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten or join with or as if with glue




•
 
the wood is cut up into small pieces which are then glued together.










2.
 
(
be glued to

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be paying very close attention to (something, especially a television or computer screen)




•
 
I was glued to the television when the Olympics were on.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gluelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
gluey

 
/ˈɡlo͞oē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
glu

 (noun), 
gluer

 (verb), from late Latin 
glus

 , 
glut-

 , from Latin 
gluten

 .





gluepot

 
/ˈɡlo͞opät/






noun




a pot with an outer container holding water, used to heat glue that sets when it cools.













glue sniffing





I.
 
noun




the practice of inhaling intoxicating fumes from the solvents in adhesives.








II.
 
derivatives





glue sniffer






noun





















glug

 
/ɡləɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink or pour (liquid) with a hollow gurgling sound




•
 
he 
glugs down

 half his beer.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow gurgling sound or series of sounds as of liquid being poured from a bottle.




2.
 
an amount of liquid poured from a bottle




•
 
a couple of good 
glugs of

 Dubonnet.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: imitative.





glum

 
/ɡləm/





I.
 
adjective




looking or feeling dejected; morose




•
 
they looked glum but later cheered up.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glumly

 
/ˈɡləmlē /






adverb













2.
 
glumness

 
/ˈɡləmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: related to dialect 
glum

 ‘to frown,’ variant of gloom
 .





glume

 
/ɡlo͞om/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 each of two membranous bracts surrounding the spikelet of a grass (forming the husk of a cereal grain) or one surrounding the florets of a sedge.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
gluma

 ‘husk.’






gluon

 
/ˈɡlo͞oän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle of a class that is thought to bind quarks together.











– origin

 1970s: from glue
 + -on
 .





glut

 
/ɡlət/





I.
 
noun




an excessively abundant supply of something




•
 
there is a glut of cars on the market.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be glutted

 )


1.
 
supply or fill to excess




•
 
the factories for recycling paper are glutted




•
 
he was 
glutting himself

 on junk food.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 satisfy fully




•
 
he planned a treacherous murder to glut his desire for revenge.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably via Old French from Latin 
gluttire

 ‘to swallow’; related to glutton
 .





glutamate

 
/ˈɡlo͞odəˌmāt/






noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a salt or ester of glutamic acid.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 glutamic acid, its salts, or its anion.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 short for monosodium glutamate
 .














glutamic acid

 
/ɡlo͞oˌtamik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an acidic amino acid that is a constituent of many proteins.

[Chem. formula: HOOC(CH2
 )2
 (NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from gluten
 + amine
 + -ic
 .





glutamine

 
/ˈɡlo͞odəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophilic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins.

[An amide of glutamic acid; chem. formula: H2
 NCOCH2
 CH2
 (NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of glutamic acid
 and amine
 .





glutathione

 
/ˌɡlo͞odəˈTHīōn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound involved as a coenzyme in oxidation–reduction reactions in cells. It is a tripeptide derived from glutamic acid, cysteine, and glycine.













glute

 
/ɡlo͞ot/






noun

 — (usu. 
glutes

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 short for gluteus
 .













gluteal

 
/ˈɡlo͞odēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the gluteus muscles




•
 
the gluteal region.














II.
 
noun

 — (usually 
gluteals

 )


1.
 
a gluteus muscle in the buttocks




•
 
reshaping the gluteals isn't a matter of doing 25 more leg lifts.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
gluteus

 + 
-al

 .






gluten

 
/ˈɡlo͞otn/





I.
 
noun




a substance present in cereal grains, especially wheat, that is responsible for the elastic texture of dough. A mixture of two proteins, it causes illness in people with celiac disease.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting protein from animal tissue): via French from Latin, literally ‘glue.’





gluten-free

 
/ˌɡlo͞otnˈfrē/






adjective




(of food or a diet) not containing gluten




•
 
organic gluten-free pasta




•
 
everything in the bakery is gluten-free.




















gluteus

 
/ˈɡlo͞odēəs /

 
gluteus muscle





I.
 
noun




any of three muscles in each buttock that move the thigh, the largest of which is the 
gluteus maximus

 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
gloutos

 ‘buttock.’





glutinous

 
/ˈɡlo͞otnəs/





I.
 
adjective




like glue in texture; sticky




•
 
glutinous mud.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
glutinously






adverb













2.
 
glutinousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
glutineux

 or Latin 
glutinosus

 , from 
gluten

 ‘glue.’






glutton

 
/ˈɡlətn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an excessively greedy eater.




2.
 
a person who is excessively fond of or always eager for something




•
 


a glutton for

 adventure.










3.
 
another term for wolverine
 , esp. the European species.

[translation of German 
Vielfrass

 ‘glutton,’ from Middle Low German 
velvratze, velevras

 ‘wolverine.’]








II.
 
phrases





a glutton for punishment






a person who is always eager to undertake hard or unpleasant tasks.












III.
 
derivatives





gluttonize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gluton

 , from Latin 
glutton-

 , related to 
gluttire

 ‘to swallow,’ 
gluttus

 ‘greedy,’ and 
gula

 ‘throat.’





gluttonous

 
/ˈɡlətnəs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively greedy




•
 
a gluttonous, cigar-smoking capitalist.














II.
 
derivatives





gluttonously

 
/ˈɡlətnəslē /






adverb





















gluttony

 
/ˈɡlətnē/





I.
 
noun




habitual greed or excess in eating.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
glutonie

 , from 
gluton

 ‘glutton.’





glycemia

 
/ˌɡlīˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 glycaemia





I.
 
noun




the presence of glucose in the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





glycemic

 
/ˌɡlīˈsēmic/






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from glyco-
 + -emia
 .





glycemic index

 
/ɡlīˌsēmik ˈinˌdeks/






noun




a system that ranks foods on a scale from 1 to 100 based on their effect on blood-sugar levels.













glyceride

 
/ˈɡlisəˌrīd/






noun




a fatty acid ester of glycerol.














glycerin

 
/ˈɡlisərən /

 
glycerine





I.
 
noun




another term for glycerol
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
glycerin

 , from Greek 
glukeros

 ‘sweet.’






glycerol

 
/ˈɡlisərôl ˈɡlisəräl/





I.
 
noun




a colorless, sweet, viscous liquid formed as a byproduct in soap manufacture. It is used as an emollient and laxative, and for making explosives and antifreeze.

[A trihydric alcohol; chem. formula: CH2
 (OH)CH(OH)CH2
 (OH).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from glycerin
 + -ol
 .





glyceryl

 
/ˈɡlisəˌril/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting a radical derived from glycerol by replacement of one or more hydrogen atoms




•
 
glyceryl trinitrate.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from glycerin
 + -yl
 .





glycine

 
/ˈɡlīsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the simplest naturally occurring amino acid. It is a constituent of most proteins.

[Chem. formula: H2
 NCH2
 COOH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
glukus

 ‘sweet’ + -ine
 4
 .






glyco-





I.
 
combining form




of, relating to, or producing sugar




•
 
glycogenesis




•
 
glycoside.

















– origin

 from Greek 
glukus

 ‘sweet.’





glycobiology

 
/ˌɡlīkōbīˈäləjē/






noun



1.
 
the scientific study of carbohydrates and their role in biology.




2.
 
glycobiology limited to the study of sugars.













glycogen

 
/ˈɡlīkəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance deposited in bodily tissues as a store of carbohydrates. It is a polysaccharide that forms glucose on hydrolysis.








II.
 
derivatives





glycogenic

 
/ˌɡlīkəˈjenik /






adjective





















glycogenesis

 
/ˌɡlīkəˈjenəsəs/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the formation of glycogen from sugar.













glycol

 
/ˈɡlīkôl ˈɡlīˌkäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for ethylene glycol
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for diol
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (applied to ethylene glycol): from glycerin
 + -ol
 (originally intended to designate a substance intermediate between glycerine and alcohol).





glycolic acid

 
/ɡlīˌkälik ˈasid/






noun




a colorless, translucent, crystalline compound, C2
 H4
 O3
 , that occurs in cane sugar, unripe grapes, and sugar beets and has numerous industrial uses, especially in dyeing leather and textiles and in the manufacture of pesticides.













glycolysis

 
/ɡlīˈkäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the breakdown of glucose by enzymes, releasing energy and pyruvic acid.








II.
 
derivatives





glycolytic

 
/ˌɡlīkəˈlitik /






adjective





















glycoprotein

 
/ˌɡlīkōˈprōˌtēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of proteins that have carbohydrate groups attached to the polypeptide chain. Also called 
glycopeptide

 .














glycosaminoglycan

 
/ˌɡlīkōsəˌmēnōˈɡlīkən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of compounds occurring chiefly as components of connective tissue. They are complex polysaccharides containing amino groups.

Formerly called mucopolysaccharide
 .













glycoside

 
/ˈɡlīkəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound formed from a simple sugar and another compound by replacement of a hydroxyl group in the sugar molecule. Many drugs and poisons derived from plants are glycosides.








II.
 
derivatives





glycosidic

 
/ˌɡlīkōˈsidik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from glyco-
 ‘relating to sugar,’ on the pattern of 
glucoside

 .





glycosuria

 
/ˌɡlīkōso͝oˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by an excess of sugar in the urine, typically associated with diabetes or kidney disease.








II.
 
derivatives





glycosuric

 
/-ˈsyo͝orik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
glycosurie

 , from 
glucos

 ‘glucose.’





glyph

 
/ɡlif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hieroglyphic character or symbol; a pictograph




•
 
flanges painted with esoteric glyphs.










2.
 
strictly, a sculptured symbol (e.g., as forming the ancient Mayan writing system).




3.
 


[Computing]

 a small graphic symbol.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 an ornamental carved groove or channel, as on a Greek frieze.








II.
 
derivatives





glyphic

 
/ˈɡlifik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
glyphe

 , from Greek 
gluphē

 ‘carving.’





glyphosate

 
/ˈɡlīfəˌsāt/






noun




a synthetic compound that is a nonselective systemic herbicide, particularly effective against perennial weeds.

[Alternative name: 
N

 -(phosphonomethyl) glycine; chem. formula: C3
 H8
 NO5
 P.]













glyptic

 
/ˈɡliptik/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning carving or engraving.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
glyptique

 or Greek 
gluptikos

 , from 
gluptēs

 ‘carver,’ from 
gluphein

 ‘carve.’





glyptodont

 
/ˈɡliptəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




a fossil South American edentate mammal of the Cenozoic era, related to armadillos but much larger. Glyptodonts had fluted teeth and a body covered in a thick bony carapace.

[Family 
Glyptodontidae

 , order 
Xenarthra

 (or 
Edentata

 ): several genera, including 
Glyptodon

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
gluptos

 ‘carved’ (from 
gluphein

 ‘carve’) + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





glyptography

 
/ɡlipˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the art or scientific study of gem engraving.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
gluptos

 ‘carved’ (from 
gluphein

 ‘carve’) + -graphy
 .





gm






abbreviation




gram(s).













GM






abbreviation



1.
 
general manager.




2.
 


[Chess]

 grand master.




3.
 
genetically modified.




4.
 
General Motors.














G-man





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an FBI agent.











– origin

 1930s: probably an abbreviation of 
Government man

 .





GMAT






abbreviation



1.
 
Graduate Management Admissions Test.




2.
 
Greenwich Mean Astronomical Time.













GMO






abbreviation




genetically modified organism.













GMP






abbreviation




guanosine monophosphate.













GMT

 
/ˌjē em ˈtē/






abbreviation




Greenwich Mean Time.













GMW






abbreviation




gram-molecular weight.













gn






abbreviation




guinea(s).













gnar

 
/när/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
snarl, growl.











– origin

 imitative: compare Middle Low German 
gnarren

 , German 
knarren

 ‘creak,’ 
knurren

 ‘snarl.’





gnarl

 
/närl/





I.
 
noun




a rough, knotty protuberance, especially on a tree.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from gnarled
 .






gnarled

 
/närld/





I.
 
adjective




knobbly, rough, and twisted, especially with age




•
 
the gnarled old oak tree.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of 
knarled

 , from knar
 .





gnarly

 
/ˈnärlē/






adjective



1.
 
gnarled.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 difficult, dangerous, or challenging




•
 
she battled through the gnarly first sequence.







[originally surfers' slang, perhaps from the appearance of rough sea.]




3.
 
unpleasant; unattractive




•
 
train stations can be pretty gnarly places.



















gnash

 
/naSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grind (one's teeth) together, typically as a sign of anger




•
 
no doubt he is gnashing his teeth in rage.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of teeth) strike together; grind




•
 
the dog's jaws were primed to gnash.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to Old Norse 
gnastan

 ‘a gnashing.’





gnat

 
/nat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small two-winged fly that resembles a mosquito. Gnats include both biting and nonbiting forms, and they typically form large swarms.

[Several families, including 
Simuliidae

 (black flies) and 
Ceratopogonidae

 .]




2.
 
a person or thing seen as tiny or insignificant, especially in comparison with something larger or more important




•
 
I was only a gnat in the affair.

















– origin

 Old English 
gnætt

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Gnitze

 .





gnatcatcher

 
/ˈnatˌkaCHər ˈnatˌkeCHər/






noun




a tiny gray-backed New World songbird, with a long tail that is often cocked.

[Genus 
Polioptila

 , family 
Polioptilidae

 (or 
Sylviidae

 ): several species.]













gnathic

 
/ˈnaTHik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of or relating to the jaws.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
gnathos

 ‘jaw’ + -ic
 .





Gnathostomulida

 
/nəˌTHästəˈmyo͞olədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a minor phylum of minute marine worms that appear to be intermediate between coelenterates and flatworms.




II.
 
derivatives





gnathostomulid

 
/ˌnaTHəˈstōmyəlid, ˌnā- /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
gnathos

 ‘jaw’ + 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’





gnaw

 
/nô/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bite at or nibble something persistently




•
 
watching a dog 
gnaw at

 a big bone.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bite at or nibble (something)




•
 
she sat gnawing her underlip.










3.
 
cause persistent and wearing distress or anxiety




•
 
the doubts continued to 
gnaw at

 me.

















– origin

 Old English 
gnagan

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
nagen

 , ultimately imitative.





gnawing

 
/ˈnô.iNG/





I.
 
adjective




persistently worrying or distressing




•
 
that gnawing pain in her stomach




•
 
gnawing doubts.














II.
 
derivatives





gnawingly






adverb





















gnd.






abbreviation




ground.













gneiss

 
/nīs/





I.
 
noun




a metamorphic rock with a banded or foliated structure, typically coarse-grained and consisting mainly of feldspar, quartz, and mica.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gneissic

 
/-sik /






adjective













2.
 
gneissoid

 
/-soid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from German, from Old High German 
gneisto

 ‘spark’ (because of the rock's sheen).





gnocchi

 
/ˈnäkē/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Italian cooking) small dumplings made from potato, semolina, or flour, usually served with a sauce.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
gnocco

 , alteration of 
nocchio

 ‘knot in wood.’





gnome1


 
/nōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a legendary dwarfish creature supposed to guard the earth's treasures underground.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a small ugly person.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as having secret or sinister influence, especially in financial matters




•
 
the gnomes of Zurich.










4.
 
(also 
garden gnome

 )
 — a small garden ornament in the form of a bearded man with a pointed hat.








II.
 
derivatives





gnomish

 
/ˈnōmiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
gnomus

 , a word used by Paracelsus as a synonym of 
Pygmaeus

 , denoting a mythical race of very small people said to inhabit parts of Ethiopia and India (compare with pygmy
 ).





gnome2


 
/nōm/





I.
 
noun




a short statement encapsulating a general truth; a maxim.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
gnōmē

 ‘thought, opinion’ (related to 
gignōskein

 ‘know’).





gnomic

 
/ˈnōmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressed in or of the nature of short, pithy maxims or aphorisms




•
 
that most gnomic form, the aphorism.










2.
 
enigmatic; ambiguous




•
 
I had to have the gnomic response interpreted for me.














II.
 
derivatives





gnomically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
gnōmikos

 (perhaps via French 
gnomique

 ), from 
gnōmē

 ‘thought, judgment,’ (plural) 
gnōmai

 ‘sayings, maxims,’ related to 
gignōskein

 ‘know.’





gnomon

 
/ˈnōmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the projecting piece on a sundial that shows the time by the position of its shadow.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 the part of a parallelogram left when a similar parallelogram has been taken from its corner.








II.
 
derivatives





gnomonic

 
/nōˈmänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
gnōmōn

 ‘indicator, carpenter's square’ (related to 
gignōskein

 ‘know’).





gnomonics

 
/nōˈmäniks/






plural noun

 — [
treated as sing.

 ]


1.
 
the art of constructing and using dials and sundials.













gnosis

 
/ˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun




knowledge of spiritual mysteries.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
gnōsis

 ‘knowledge’ (related to 
gignōskein

 ‘know’).






gnostic

 
/ˈnästik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to knowledge, especially esoteric mystical knowledge.




2.
 
(
Gnostic

 )
 — of or relating to Gnosticism.








II.
 
noun




an adherent of Gnosticism.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
gnōstikos

 , from 
gnōstos

 ‘known’ (related to 
gignōskein

 ‘know’).





Gnosticism

 
/ˈnästəˌsizəm/






noun




a prominent heretical movement of the 2nd-century Christian Church, partly of pre-Christian origin. Gnostic doctrine taught that the world was created and ruled by a lesser divinity, the demiurge, and that Christ was an emissary of the remote supreme divine being, esoteric knowledge (gnosis) of whom enabled the redemption of the human spirit.













gnotobiotic

 
/ˌnōdōbīˈädik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 of, relating to, or denoting an environment for rearing or culturing organisms in which all the microorganisms are either known or excluded.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
gnōtos

 ‘known’ + biotic
 .





GNP

 
/ˌjē ˌen ˈpē/






abbreviation




gross national product.













GnRH






abbreviation




gonadotropin-releasing hormone.













gns






abbreviation




guineas.














gnu

 
/n(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large dark antelope with a long head, a beard and mane, and a sloping back.

Also called wildebeest
 . [Genus 
Connochaetes

 , family 
Bovidae

 : two species, in particular the abundant 
brindled gnu

 or 
blue wildebeest

 (
C. taurinus

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Khoikhoi and San, perhaps imitative of the sound made by the animal when alarmed.






go1


 
/ɡō/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move from one place or point to another; travel




•
 
he 
went out

 to the store




•
 
she longs to 
go back

 home




•
 
we've got a long way to go.










2.
 
travel a specified distance




•
 
you just have to go a few miles to get to the road.










3.
 
travel or move in order to engage in a specified activity or course of action




•
 
let's 
go and

 have a beer




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we 
went to

 see her




•
 [with 
present participle

 ]
 
she used to go hunting.










4.
 
(
go to

 )
 — attend or visit for a particular purpose




•
 
we went to the movies




•
 
he went to Brown University.










5.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — begin motion (used in a starter's order to begin a race)




•
 
ready, set, go!










6.
 
(
go to

 )
 — (of a rank or honor) be allotted or awarded




•
 
the top prize went to a twenty-four-year-old sculptor.










7.
 
(
go into/to/toward

 )
 — (of a thing) contribute to or be put into (a whole); be used for or devoted to




•
 
considerable effort went into making the operation successful.










8.
 
pass a specified amount of time in a particular way or under particular circumstances




•
 
sometimes they 
went for

 two months without talking.










9.
 
used to indicate how many people a supply of food, money, or another resource is sufficient for or how much can be achieved using it




•
 
the sale will 
go a long way toward

 easing the huge debt burden




•
 
a little luck can 
go a long way

 .










10.
 
(of a thing) lie or extend in a certain direction




•
 
the scar started just above her ankle and went all the way up inside her leg.










11.
 
change in level, amount, or rank in a specified direction




•
 
prices 
went up

 by 15 percent.










12.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize the speaker's annoyance at a specified action or event




•
 
then he 
goes

 and spoils it all




•
 [with 
present participle

 ]
 
don't go poking your nose where you shouldn't.










13.
 


‹informal›

 said in various expressions when angrily or contemptuously dismissing someone




•
 


go and

 get stuffed.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — leave; depart




•
 
I really must go.










15.
 
(of time) pass or elapse




•
 
the hours 
went by






•
 
three years 
went past

 .










16.
 
come to an end; cease to exist




•
 
a golden age that has now gone for good




•
 
11,500 jobs are due to go by next year.










17.
 
leave or resign from a post




•
 
I tried to persuade the Chancellor not to go.










18.
 
be lost or stolen




•
 
when he returned minutes later, his equipment was gone.










19.
 
die (used euphemistically)




•
 
I'd like to see my grandchildren before I go.










20.
 
(of money) be spent, especially in a specified way




•
 
the rest of his money 
went into

 medical expenses.










21.
 
(
be going to be/do something

 )
 — intend or be likely or intended to be or do something; be about to (used to express a future tense)




•
 
I'm going to be late for work




•
 
she's going to have a baby.










22.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pass into a specified state, especially an undesirable one




•
 
the food is going bad




•
 
her mind immediately went blank




•
 
he's gone crazy.










23.
 
(
go to/into

 )
 — enter into a specified state, institution, or course of action




•
 
she turned over and went back to sleep




•
 
the car went into a spin




•
 
no one went hungry in our house.










24.
 
make a sound of a specified kind




•
 
the engine went bang.










25.
 
(of a bell or similar device) make a sound in functioning




•
 
I heard the buzzer go four times.










26.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 say




•
 
the kids go, “Yeah, sure.”










27.
 
(
go by/under

 )
 — be known or called by (a specified name)




•
 
he now goes under the name Charles Perez.










28.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — proceed in a specified way or have a specified outcome; turn out




•
 
how did the weekend go?




•
 
it all 
went off

 smoothly.










29.
 
be successful, especially in being enjoyable or exciting




•
 
the hosts had to struggle to make things go.










30.
 
be acceptable or permitted




•
 
underground events where 
anything goes

 .










31.
 
(of a song, account, verse, etc.) have a specified content or wording




•
 
if you haven't heard it, the story goes like this.










32.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be harmonious, complementary, or matching




•
 
rosemary 
goes with

 roast lamb




•
 
the earrings and the scarf don't really go.










33.
 
be found in the same place or situation; be associated




•
 
cooking and eating 
go together

 .










34.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a machine or device) function




•
 
my car won't go.










35.
 
continue in operation or existence




•
 
the committee was 
kept going

 even when its existence could no longer be justified.










36.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an article) be regularly kept or put in a particular place




•
 
remember which card goes in which slot.










37.
 
fit or be able to be accommodated in a particular place or space




•
 
you're trying to fit a round peg into a square hole, and it just won't go.










38.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 use a toilet; urinate or defecate.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an attempt or trial at something




•
 
I thought I'd 
give it a go

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a state of affairs




•
 
this seems a rum sort of go.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an attack of illness




•
 
he's had this nasty go of dysentery.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a project or undertaking that has been approved




•
 
tell them the project is a go.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used in reference to a single item, action, or spell of activity




•
 
he put it to his lips then knocked it back in one go.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 spirit, animation, or energy




•
 
there's no go in me at all these days.










7.
 


‹informal›

 vigorous activity




•
 
it's 
all go

 around here.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 functioning properly




•
 
all systems go.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as (or so) far as it goes






bearing in mind its limitations (said when qualifying praise of something)




•
 
the book is a useful catalog as far as it goes.















2.
 
as —— go






compared to the average or typical one of the specified kind




•
 
as castles go, it is small and old.















3.
 
from the word go








‹informal›

 from the very beginning.









4.
 
go figure!








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 said to express the speaker's belief that something is amazing or incredible.









5.
 
go great guns






see gun
 .









6.
 
go halves






share something equally.









7.
 
going!(, going!,) gone!






an auctioneer's announcement that bidding is closing or closed.









8.
 going on for ——) ">
going on —— ( going on for ——)






approaching a specified time, age, or amount




•
 
I was going on fourteen when I went to my first gig.















9.
 
go (to) it








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 act in a vigorous, energetic, or dissipated way




•
 
Go it, Dad! Give him what for!















10.
 
go it alone






see alone
 .









11.
 
go to show (or prove)






(of an occurrence) serve as evidence or proof of something specified.









12.
 
have a go at





a.
 
make an attempt at; try




•
 
let me have a go at straightening the rim.










b.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 attack or criticize (someone)




•
 
she's always having a go at me.















13.
 
have —— going for one








‹informal›

 used to indicate how much someone has in their favor or to their advantage




•
 
Why did she do it? She had so much going for her.















14.
 
make a go of








‹informal›

 be successful in (something)




•
 
he's determined to make a go of his marriage.















15.
 
on the go








‹informal›

 very active or busy




•
 
he's been on the go all evening.















16.
 
to go








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of food or drink from a restaurant or cafe) to be eaten or drunk off the premises




•
 
order one large cheese-and-peppers pizza, to go




•
 (as 
adj.

 
to-go

 )
 
if possible, grab a to-go coffee and hit the road early.















17.
 
what goes around comes around








‹proverb›

 the consequences of one's actions will have to be dealt with eventually.









18.
 
who goes there?






said by a sentry as a challenge.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
go about





a.
 
begin or carry on work at (an activity); busy oneself with




•
 
you are going about this in the wrong way.










b.
 


[Sailing]

 change to the opposite tack.









2.
 
go after






pursue or hunt down (someone).









3.
 
go against





a.
 
oppose or resist




•
 
he refused to go against the unions.










b.
 
be contrary to (a feeling or principle)




•
 
these tactics go against many of our instincts.










c.
 
(of a judgment, decision, or result) be unfavorable for




•
 
the tribunal's decision went against them.















4.
 
go ahead






proceed or be carried out without hesitation




•
 
the project will go ahead.















5.
 
go along with






give one's consent or agreement to (a person or their views)




•
 
the group has decided to go along with the committee's proposal.















6.
 
go around





a.
 
(
go round

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 spin: revolve




•
 
the wheels were going around.










b.
 
(
go round

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 (especially of food) be sufficient to supply everybody present




•
 
there was barely enough food to go around.










c.
 
(of an aircraft) abort an approach to landing and prepare to make a fresh approach.









7.
 
go around with






be regularly in the company of




•
 
he goes around with some of the neighborhood kids.















8.
 
go at






energetically attack or tackle




•
 
he went at things with a daunting eagerness.















9.
 
go back





a.
 
(of a clock) be set to an earlier standard time, especially at the end of daylight saving time.




b.
 
(of two people) have known each each for a specified, typically long, period of time




•
 
Victor and I go back longer than I care to admit.















10.
 
go back on






fail to keep (a promise)




•
 
he wouldn't go back on his word.















11.
 
go down





a.
 
(of a ship or aircraft) sink or crash




•
 
he saw eleven B-17s go down.










b.
 
be defeated in a contest




•
 
they went down 2–1.










c.
 
(of a person, period, or event) be recorded or remembered in a particular way




•
 
his name will now 
go down in history

 .










d.
 
be swallowed




•
 
solids can sometimes go down much easier than liquids.










e.
 
(of a person, action, or work) elicit a specified reaction




•
 
my slide shows went down reasonably well.










f.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 happen




•
 
you really don't know what's going down?










g.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 leave a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge, after finishing one's studies




•
 
Dobbins went down last spring.










h.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse (said by a male of a female).









12.
 
go down on








‹vulgar slang›

 perform oral sex on.









13.
 
go down with








(Brit.)

 begin to suffer from (a specified illness)




•
 
I went down with an attack of bronchitis.















14.
 
go for





a.
 
decide on; choose




•
 
I wished that we had gone for plan B.










b.
 
tend to find (a particular type of person) attractive




•
 
Dionne went for the outlaw type.










c.
 
attempt to gain or attain




•
 
he went for a job as a delivery driver.










d.
 
(
go for it

 )
 — strive to the utmost to gain or achieve something (frequently said as an exhortation)




•
 
sounds like a good idea—go for it!










e.
 
launch oneself at (someone); attack




•
 
she went for him with clawed hands.










f.
 
end up having a specified value or effect




•
 
my good intentions 
went for nothing

 .










g.
 
apply to; have relevance for




•
 
the same goes for money-grubbing lawyers.















15.
 
go forward






(of a clock) be set to a later standard time, especially daylight saving time.









16.
 
go in for






like or habitually take part in (something, especially an activity)




•
 
I don't go in for partying as much as Jesse and Rachel do.















17.
 
go into





a.
 
take up in study or as an occupation




•
 
he went into bankruptcy law.










b.
 
investigate or inquire into (something)




•
 
there's no need to go into it now.










c.
 
(of a whole number) be capable of dividing another, typically without a remainder




•
 
six will go into eighteen, but not into five.















18.
 
go off





a.
 
(of a gun, bomb, or similar device) explode or fire.




b.
 
(of an alarm) begin to sound.




c.
 


‹informal›

 become suddenly angry; lose one's temper




•
 
if you got in an argument with him, he'd just go off.










d.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (especially of food) begin to decompose; become unfit for consumption.




e.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 begin to dislike




•
 
I went off men after my husband left me.










f.
 
go to sleep




•
 
I went off as soon as my head hit the pillow.















19.
 
go on





a.
 
[often with 
present participle

 ]
 — continue or persevere




•
 
I can't go on protecting you.










b.
 
talk at great length, especially tediously or angrily




•
 
she 
went on about

 how lovely it would be to escape from the city.










c.
 
continue speaking or doing something after a short pause


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I don't understand,” she went on.










d.
 


‹informal›

 said when encouraging someone or expressing disbelief




•
 
go on, tell him!










e.
 
happen; take place




•
 
my mom knows what went on.










f.
 
[often with 
infinitive

 ]
 — proceed to do




•
 
she went on to do postgraduate work.















20.
 
go out





a.
 
(of a fire or light) be extinguished.




b.
 
cease operating or functioning




•
 
the power went out on our block last night.










c.
 
(of the tide) ebb; recede to low tide.




d.
 
leave one's home to go to an entertainment or social event, typically in the evening




•
 
I'm going out for dinner.










e.
 
carry on a regular romantic, and sometimes sexual, relationship




•
 
he was 
going out with

 her best friend.










f.
 
used to convey someone's deep sympathy or similar feeling




•
 
the boy's heart went out to the pitiful figure.










g.
 


[Golf]

 play the first nine holes in a round of eighteen holes.

Compare with come home
 (see home
 ).




h.
 
(in some card games) be the first to dispose of all the cards in one's hand.









21.
 
go over





a.
 
examine, consider, or check the details of (something)




•
 
I want to go over these plans with you again.










b.
 
change one's allegiance or religion




•
 
he 
went over to

 the Democratic Party.










c.
 
(especially of an action or performance) be received in a specified way




•
 
his earnestness would go over well in a courtroom.















22.
 
go round








(chiefly Brit.)

 See go around
 .









23.
 
go through





a.
 
undergo (a difficult or painful period or experience)




•
 
the country is going through a period of economic instability.










b.
 
search through or examine carefully or in sequence




•
 
she started to go through the bundle of letters.










c.
 
(of a proposal or contract) be officially approved or completed




•
 
the sale of the building is set to go through.










d.
 


‹informal›

 use up or spend (available money or other resources).




e.
 
(of a book) be successively published in (a specified number of editions)




•
 
within two years it went through thirty-one editions.















24.
 
go through with






perform (an action or process) to completion despite difficulty or unwillingness




•
 
he bravely went through with the ceremony.















25.
 
go under





a.
 
(of a business) become bankrupt.




b.
 
(of a person) die or suffer an emotional collapse.









26.
 
go up





a.
 
(of a building or other structure) be built




•
 
housing developments went up.










b.
 
explode or suddenly burst into flames




•
 
last night two factories 
went up in flames

 .










c.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 begin one's studies at a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge.









27.
 
go with





a.
 
give one's consent or agreement to (a person or their views).




b.
 
have a romantic or sexual relationship with (someone).









28.
 
go without






suffer lack or deprivation




•
 
I like to give my children what they want, even if I have to go without.





















– origin

 Old English 
gān

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gaan

 and German 
gehen

 ; the form 
went

 was originally the past tense of wend
 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
go

 followed by 
and

 , as in I must 
go and

 change (rather than I must 
go to

 change), is extremely common but is regarded by some grammarians as an oddity. For more details, see usage at and
 .





go2


 
/ɡō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese board game of territorial possession and capture.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, literally ‘small stone,’ also the name of the game.






Goa

 
/ˈɡōə/





I.
 
a state on the western coast of India; capital, Panaji. Formerly a Portuguese territory, it was seized by India in 1961. It formed a Union Territory with Daman and Diu until 1987, when it was made a state.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Goan






adjective, noun













2.
 
Goanese

 
/ɡōəˈnēz, -ˈnēs /






adjective, noun





















goad

 
/ɡōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provoke or annoy (someone) so as to stimulate some action or reaction




•
 
he 
goaded

 her 
on

 to more daring revelations.










2.
 
drive or urge (an animal) on with a goad.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiked stick used for driving cattle.




2.
 
a thing that stimulates someone into action




•
 
for him the visit was a goad to renewed effort.

















– origin

 Old English 
gād

 , of Germanic origin.





go-ahead

 
/ˈɡō əˌhed /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the go-ahead

 )


1.
 
permission to proceed




•
 
the government had given the go-ahead for the power station.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
enthusiastic about new projects; enterprising




•
 
a young and go-ahead managing director.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 denoting the run, score, etc., that gives a team the lead in a game.













goal

 
/ɡōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in football, soccer, rugby, hockey, and some other games) a pair of posts linked by a crossbar and often with a net attached behind it, forming a space into or over which the ball has to be sent in order to score.




2.
 
an instance of sending the ball into or over the goal, especially as a unit of scoring in a game




•
 
the decisive opening goal




•
 
we won by three goals to two.










3.
 
a cage or basket used as a goal in other sports.




4.
 
the object of a person's ambition or effort; an aim or desired result




•
 
going to law school has become the most important goal in his life.










5.
 
the destination of a journey




•
 
the aircraft bumped toward our goal some 400 miles to the west.










6.
 


‹literary›

 a point marking the end of a race.








II.
 
phrases





in goal






in the position of goalkeeper.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘limit, boundary’): of unknown origin.





goalball

 
/ˈɡōlˌbôl/






noun




a team sport developed for blind or visually impaired players, in which a ball containing bells which make a sound when in motion is thrown at a goal at the opposing team's end of the court.













goalhanger

 
/ˈɡōlˌhaNGər/






noun






[Soccer]

 
‹informal›

 a player who spends much of the game near the opposing team's goal in the hope of scoring easy goals.













goalie

 
/ˈɡōlē/






noun




informal term for goaltender
 or goalkeeper
 .














goalkeeper

 
/ˈɡōlˌkēpər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for goaltender
 .








II.
 
derivatives





goalkeeping

 
/-ˌkēpiNG /






noun





















goal kick

 
/ˈɡōl ˌkik/






noun






[Soccer]

 a free kick taken by the defending side from within their goal area after attackers send the ball over the end line outside the goal.













goalless

 
/ˈɡō(l)ləs/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a game in soccer, hockey, etc., in which no goals are scored




•
 
a goalless draw.










2.
 
lacking purpose or direction




•
 
Nothing excites me. I'm a goalless person right now.



















goal line

 
/ˈɡō(l) ˌlīn/






noun






[Sports]

 a line across a football or hockey field at or near its end, on which the goal is placed or which acts as the boundary beyond which a try or touchdown is scored.













goalmouth

 
/ˈɡōlˌmouTH/






noun




the area just in front of a goal in soccer, lacrosse, or hockey.














goalpost

 
/ˈɡōlˌpōst/





I.
 
noun




either of the two upright posts of a goal.








II.
 
phrases





move the goalposts






unfairly alter the conditions or rules of a procedure during its course.


















goaltender

 
/ˈɡōlˌtendər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a player in soccer or hockey whose special role is to stop the ball or puck from entering the goal.













goaltending

 
/ˈɡōlˌtendiNG/






noun



1.
 


[Soccer]

 
[Hockey]

 the action of stopping the ball or puck from entering the goal.




2.
 


[Basketball]

 a violation in which a defensive player interferes with a shot when it is on its downward arc or is on or over the rim.













goal to go






noun






[Football]

 the situation in which an offensive team gets a first down within ten yards of the goal line, and thus cannot advance for another first down.













goanna

 
/ɡōˈanə/





I.
 
noun




Australian term for monitor
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of iguana
 .





go-around

 
go-round






noun



1.
 
a flight path typically taken by an aircraft after an aborted approach to landing.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a confrontation; an argument




•
 
they had one go-around after another.




















goat

 
/ɡōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hardy domesticated ruminant animal that has backward curving horns and (in the male) a beard. It is kept for its milk and meat and is noted for its lively and frisky behavior.

[
Capra hircus

 , family 
Bovidae

 , descended from the wild bezoar.]




2.
 
a wild mammal related to this, such as the ibex, markhor, and tur.

See also mountain goat
 .




3.
 
(
the Goat

 )
 — the zodiacal sign Capricorn or the constellation Capricornus.




4.
 
a person likened to a goat, in particular




5.
 
a lecherous man.




6.
 


(US)

 a scapegoat.








II.
 
phrases





get someone's goat








‹informal›

 irritate someone




•
 
I've tried to get along with her, but sometimes she really gets my goat.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
goatish

 
/ˈɡōdiSH /






adjective













2.
 
goaty

 
/ˈɡōdē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gāt

 ‘nanny goat,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
geit

 and German 
Geiss

 , also to Latin 
haedus

 ‘kid.’





goat-antelope

 
/ˈɡōdˌan(t)əlōp/






noun




a ruminant mammal of a group that combines the characteristics of both goats and antelopes.

[Subfamily 
Caprinae

 , family 
Bovidae

 : tribes 
Rupicaprini

 (the chamois, goral, serow, and mountain goat) and 
Ovibonini

 (the musk ox and takin).]













goatee

 
/ɡōˈtē /

 
goatee beard





I.
 
noun




a small, sometimes pointed, beard.








II.
 
derivatives





goateed






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: so named because of its resemblance to the tuft on a goat's chin.





goatfish

 
/ˈɡōtˌfiSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for red mullet
 .













goatherd

 
/ˈɡōtˌhərd/





I.
 
noun




a person who tends goats.











– origin

 Old English, from goat
 + obsolete 
herd

 ‘herdsman.’





goat's-beard

 
goatsbeard





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the daisy family, with slender grasslike leaves, yellow flowers that typically close at about midday, and downy fruits that resemble those of a dandelion. Native to Eurasia, it has become established in eastern North America.

[
Tragopogon pratensis

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
a plant of the rose family, with long plumes of white flowers, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Aruncus vulgaris

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: translating Greek 
tragopōgon

 or Latin 
Barba Capri

 .





goatskin

 
/ˈɡōtˌskin/






noun



1.
 
the skin of a goat.




2.
 
goatskin, or leather made from it, as a material.




3.
 
a garment or object made out of goatskin.













goat's-rue






noun




a herbaceous plant of the pea family, which was formerly used in medicine, especially as a vermifuge.

[Two species in the family 
Leguminosae

 : a bushy Eurasian plant that is cultivated as an ornamental (
Galega officinalis

 ), and a North American plant with pink and yellow flowers and that smells of goats (
Tephrosia virginiana

 ).]














goatsucker

 
/ˈɡōtˌsəkər/





I.
 
noun




another term for nightjar
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: so named because the bird was thought to suck goats' udders.






goat willow






noun




a common European willow with broad leaves and soft fluffy catkins.

Also called great sallow (see sallow
 2
 ).














gob1


 
/ɡäb /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lump or clot of a slimy or viscous substance




•
 
a 
gob of

 phlegm.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small lump.




3.
 
(
gobs of

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a lot of




•
 
he wants to make gobs of money selling cassettes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gobe

 ‘mouthful, lump,’ from 
gober

 ‘to swallow, gulp,’ perhaps of Celtic origin.






gob2


 
/ɡäb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an American sailor.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





gob3


 
/ɡäb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person's mouth




•
 
Jean told him to shut his big gob.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Scottish Gaelic 
gob

 ‘beak, mouth.’





go-bag






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bag packed with essential items, kept ready for use in the event of an emergency evacuation of one's home.













gobbet

 
/ˈɡäbət/





I.
 
noun




a piece or lump of flesh, food, or other matter




•
 
they lobbed 
gobbets of

 fresh bonito off the side of the boat.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gobet

 , diminutive of 
gobe

 (see gob
 2
 ).






gobble1


 
/ˈɡäbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat (something) hurriedly and noisily




•
 
one man 
gobbled up

 a burger




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they don't eat, they gobble.










2.
 
use a large amount of (something) very quickly




•
 
these old houses just 
gobble up

 money.










3.
 
(of a large organization or other body) incorporate or take over (a smaller one)




•
 
he amassed his packaging empire by 
gobbling up

 National Can Corporation.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from gob
 2
 .





gobble2


 
/ˈɡäbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a male turkey) make a characteristic swallowing sound in the throat.




2.
 
(of a person) make a swallowing sound when speaking, especially when excited or angry




•
 
she was gobbling to herself faintly in her distress.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: imitative, perhaps influenced by gobble
 1
 .





gobbledygook

 
/ˈɡäbəldēˌɡo͞ok /

 
gobbledegook





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 language that is meaningless or is made unintelligible by excessive use of abstruse technical terms; nonsense.











– origin

 1940s (originally US): probably imitating a turkey's gobble.





gobbler1


 
/ˈɡäb(ə)lər/






noun




a person who eats greedily and noisily.













gobbler2


 
/ˈɡäb(ə)lər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a turkey cock.













Gobelin

 
/ˈɡōbəlin /

 
Gobelin tapestry






noun




a tapestry made at the Gobelins factory in Paris, or in imitation of one.













Gobelins

 
/ˈɡōbəlinz, ˈɡäb-/






a tapestry and textile factory in Paris, established by the Gobelin family 
c.

 1440 and taken over by the French Crown in 1662. It was highly successful in the late 17th and 18th centuries, using designs by leading French painters, and tapestry panels became used as alternatives to oil paintings.









go-between

 
/ˈɡō bəˌtwēn/






noun




an intermediary or negotiator.













Gobi Desert

 
/ˌɡōbē ˈdezərt/






a barren plateau in southern Mongolia and northern China.









Gobineau, Joseph Arthur

 
/ˈɡäbəˌnō/






Comte de (1816–82), French writer and anthropologist. His stated view that the races are innately unequal and that the white Aryan race is superior to all others later influenced the ideology and policies of the Nazis.









goblet

 
/ˈɡäblət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drinking glass with a foot and a stem.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a metal or glass bowl-shaped drinking cup, sometimes with a foot and a cover.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gobelet

 , diminutive of 
gobel

 ‘cup,’ of unknown origin.





goblet cell






noun






[Anatomy]

 a column-shaped cell found in the respiratory and intestinal tracts, which secretes the main component of mucus.














goblin

 
/ˈɡäblən/





I.
 
noun




a mischievous, ugly, dwarflike creature of folklore.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gobelin

 , possibly related to German 
Kobold

 (see kobold
 ) or to Greek 
kobalos

 ‘mischievous goblin.’ In medieval Latin 
Gobelinus

 occurs as the name of a mischievous spirit, said to haunt Évreux in northern France in the 12th cent.





gobo1


 
/ˈɡōbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark plate or screen used to shield a lens from light.




2.
 


[Theater]

 a partial screen used in front of a spotlight to project a shape.




3.
 
a shield used to mask a microphone from extraneous noise.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin, perhaps from 
go between

 .





gobo2


 
/ˈɡōbō/





I.
 
noun




a vegetable root used chiefly in Japanese and Hawaiian cooking.











– origin

 Japanese.





gobony

 
/ɡəˈbōnē/






adjective






[Heraldry]

 another term for compony
 .













gobsmacked

 
/ˈɡäbˌsmakt/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 utterly astonished; astounded.








II.
 
derivatives





gobsmacking

 
/-ˌsmakiNG /






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: from gob
 1
 + smack
 1
 , with reference to being shocked by a blow to the mouth, or to clapping a hand to one's mouth in astonishment.





gobstopper

 
/ˈɡäbˌstäpər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a jawbreaker.













goby

 
/ˈɡōbē/





I.
 
noun




a small, usually marine fish that typically has a sucker on the underside.

[Family 
Gobiidae

 : numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
gobius

 , from Greek 
kōbios

 , denoting some kind of small fish.





go-by

 
/ˈɡōˌbī/






noun

 — (in phrase 
give someone the go-by

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 avoid or snub someone.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 end a romantic relationship with someone




•
 
her young man's given her the go-by.



















go-cart

 
/ˈɡō ˌkärt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
variant spelling of go-kart
 .




2.
 
a handcart.




3.
 
a stroller.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a baby walker.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a baby walker): from go
 1
 (in the obsolete sense ‘walk’) + cart
 .






God

 
/ɡäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[without 
article

 ]
 — (in Christianity and other monotheistic religions) the creator and ruler of the universe and source of all moral authority; the supreme being.




2.
 
(
god

 )
 — (in certain other religions) a superhuman being or spirit worshiped as having power over nature or human fortunes; a deity




•
 
a moon god




•
 
an incarnation of the god Vishnu.










3.
 
an image, idol, animal, or other object worshiped as divine or symbolizing a god.




4.
 
used as a conventional personification of fate




•
 
he dialed the number and, the gods relenting, got through at once.










5.
 
(
god

 )
 — an adored, admired, or influential person




•
 
he has little time for the fashion victims for whom he is a god.










6.
 
a thing accorded the supreme importance appropriate to a god




•
 
don't make money your god.










7.
 
(
the gods

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the gallery in a theater.








II.
 
exclamation




used for emphasis or to express emotions such as surprise, anger, or distress




•
 
God, what did I do to deserve this?




•
 
my God! Why didn't you tell us sooner?




•
 
God, how I hate that woman!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for God's sake!






see sake
 1
 (
sense

 3).









2.
 
God bless






an expression of good wishes on parting.









3.
 
God damn (you, him, etc)






may (you, he, etc.) be damned.









4.
 
God the Father






(in Christian doctrine) the first person of the Trinity, God as creator and supreme authority.









5.
 
God forbid






see forbid
 .









6.
 
God grant






used to express a wish that something should happen




•
 
God grant he will soon regain his freedom.















7.
 
God help (you, him, etc.)






used to express the belief that someone is in a difficult, dangerous, or hopeless situation




•
 
God help anyone who tried to cheer me out of my bad mood.















8.
 
God the Son






(in Christian doctrine) Christ regarded as the second person of the Trinity; God as incarnate and resurrected savior.









9.
 
God willing






used to express the wish that one will be able to do as one intends or that something will happen as planned




•
 
one day, God willing, she and John might have a daughter.















10.
 
in God's name






used in questions to emphasize anger or surprise




•
 
what in God's name are you doing up there?















11.
 
play God






behave as if all-powerful or supremely important.









12.
 
please God






used to emphasize a strong wish or hope




•
 
please God the money will help us find a cure.















13.
 
thank God






see thank
 .









14.
 
to God






used after a verb to emphasize a strong wish or hope




•
 
I hope to God you've got something else to put on.















15.
 
with God






dead and in heaven.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
godhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
godship

 
/ˈɡädˌSHip /






noun













3.
 
godward

 
/-wərd /






adjective, adverb













4.
 
godwards

 
/-wərdz /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
god

 and German 
Gott

 .





God Almighty

 
Godalmighty






exclamation




used to express especially surprise, anger, or exasperation.













Godard, Jean-Luc

 
/ɡōˈdär(d)/






(1930–), French movie director, a leading figure of the 
nouvelle vague

 . His movies include 
Breathless

 (1960), 
Alphaville

 (1965), 
Wind from the East

 (1969), and 
Socialisme

 (2010).









Godavari

 
/ɡəˈdävərē/






a river in central India that rises in the state of Maharashtra and flows southeast for about 900 miles (1,440 km) across the Deccan plateau to the Bay of Bengal.









godawful

 
/ˌɡädˈôfəl /

 
God-awful






adjective






‹informal›

 extremely unpleasant




•
 
it had been the most godawful forty-eight hours.



















godchild

 
/ˈɡädˌCHīld/






noun




a person in relation to a godparent.














goddamn

 
/ˌɡädˈdam /

 
goddam
 , goddamned





I.
 
adjective, adverb, noun






‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially to express anger or frustration


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
we're sick of this goddamn weather




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
I don't give a goddamn what you do!

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation of 
God damn (me)

 .





Goddard, Robert Hutchings

 
/ˈɡädərd/






(1882–1945), US physicist. He designed and built the first successful liquid-fueled rocket. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration's (NASA) Goddard Space Flight Center is named for him.









goddaughter

 
/ˈɡädˌdôdər/






noun




a female godchild.













goddess

 
/ˈɡädəs/






noun



1.
 
a female deity




•
 
a temple to Athena Nike, goddess of victory.










2.
 
a woman who is adored, especially for her beauty




•
 
he had an affair with a screen goddess.



















Gödel, Kurt

 
/ˈɡōdl/






(1906–78), US mathematician; born in Austria. Among his important contributions to mathematical logic is the incompleteness theorem.










godet

 
/ɡōˈdet/





I.
 
noun




a triangular piece of material inserted in a dress, shirt, or glove to make it flared or for ornamentation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French.





godetia

 
/ɡəˈdēSHə/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant with showy lilac to red flowers.

[Genus 
Clarkia

 (or 
Godetia

 ), family 
Onagraceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Charles H. 
Godet

 (1797–1879), Swiss botanist.





go-devil

 
/ˈɡōˌdevəl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a gadget used in farming, logging, or drilling for oil, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a crude sled, used chiefly for dragging logs.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a jointed apparatus for cleaning pipelines.














godfather

 
/ˈɡädˌfäT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
a male godparent.




2.
 
a man who is influential in a movement or organization, through providing support for it or through playing a leading or innovatory part in it




•
 
the godfather of alternative comedy.










3.
 
a person directing an illegal organization, especially a leader of a Mafia family.













God-fearing

 
/ɡäd ˈfi(ə)riNG/






adjective




earnestly religious




•
 
an honest, God-fearing woman.



















godforsaken

 
/ˈɡädfərˌsāk(ə)n/






adjective




lacking any merit or attraction; dismal




•
 
what are you doing in this godforsaken place?



















Godfrey, Arthur

 
/ˈɡädfrē/






(1903–83) US entertainer; full name 
Arthur Michael Godfrey

 . He starred in radio and television variety shows, heard on radio in 
Arthur Godfrey Time

 1945–72 (also televised 1952–59) and appearing on television on 
Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts

 1948–58 and 
Arthur Godrey and His Friends

 1949–59.









God-given

 
/ɡäd ˈɡivən/






adjective



1.
 
received from God




•
 
the God-given power to work miracles.










2.
 
possessed without question, as if by divine authority




•
 
pedestrians decided it was their God-given right to saunter casually into traffic.



















Godhavn

 
/ˈɡōT͟Hˌhoun/






a town in western Greenland, on the south coast of the island of Disko; pop. 1,000 (est. 2009).









godhead

 
/ˈɡädˌhed/






noun



1.
 
God.




2.
 
divine nature.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an adored, admired, or influential person; an idol.














Godiva, Lady

 
/ɡəˈdīvə/






(died 1080), English noblewoman; wife of 
Leofric, Earl of Mercia

 . According to legend, she agreed to her husband's proposition that he would reduce unpopular taxes only if she rode naked on horseback through Coventry's marketplace. According to later versions of the story, nobody watched except peeping Tom, who was struck blind in punishment.









godless

 
/ˈɡädləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not recognizing or obeying God




•
 
a godless country.










2.
 
without a god




•
 
humanity coming to terms with a godless world.










3.
 
profane; wicked.








II.
 
derivatives





godlessness






noun





















godlike

 
/ˈɡädˌlīk/






adjective



1.
 
resembling God or a god in qualities such as power, beauty, or benevolence




•
 
our parents are godlike figures to our childish eyes.










2.
 
befitting or appropriate to a god




•
 
we act as though we have godlike powers to decide our own destiny.



















godliness

 
/ˈɡädlēnəs/






noun




the quality of being devoutly religious; piety




•
 
a man of great godliness.



















godly

 
/ˈɡädlē/






adjective




devoutly religious; pious




•
 
how to live the godly life.



















god-man

 
/ˈɡädman/






noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a holy man; a guru.




2.
 
an incarnation of a god in human form.




3.
 
(
God-man

 )
 — Jesus Christ.














godmother

 
/ˈɡädˌməT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
a female godparent.




2.
 
a woman who is influential in a movement or organization, through providing support for it or through playing a leading or innovatory part in it




•
 
she has been called the godmother of Quebec business.



















godown

 
/ˈɡōˌdoun/





I.
 
noun




(in eastern Asia, especially India) a warehouse.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
gudão

 , from Tamil 
kiṭaṅku

 , Malayalam 
kiṭaṅṅu

 , or Kannada 
gadaṅgu

 ‘store, warehouse.’





godparent

 
/ˈɡädˌperənt/






noun




a person who presents a child at baptism and responds on the child's behalf, promising to take responsibility for the child's religious education.













God particle





I.
 
noun




informal name for Higgs boson
 .











– origin

 1990s: from 
The God Particle

 , the title of a book on the Higgs boson by American physicist 
Leon M. Lederman

 (1922–).





God's acre





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a churchyard.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from German 
Gottesacker

 , Dutch 
Godsakker

 .





God Save the Queen

 
King





I.
 
noun




the British national anthem.











– origin

 evidence suggests a 17th-cent. origin for the complete words and tune of the anthem. The ultimate origin is obscure: the phrase “God save the King” occurs in various passages in the Old Testament, while as early as 1545 it was a watchword in the English navy, with “long to reign over us” as a countersign.





God's country






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an area or region, especially a peaceful, rural one, supposedly favored by God.













godsend

 
/ˈɡädˌsend/





I.
 
noun




a very helpful or valuable event, person, or thing




•
 
this highway is 
a godsend to

 the local community.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
God's send

 ‘what God has sent.’





God's gift






noun




the ideal or best possible person or thing for someone or something (used chiefly ironically or in negative statements)




•
 
he thought he was 
God's gift to

 women.



















godson

 
/ˈɡädˌsən/






noun




a male godchild.













Godspeed

 
/ˌɡädˈspēd/





I.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 an expression of good wishes to a person starting a journey.











– origin

 Middle English: from 
God speed you

 ‘may God help you prosper.’





God Squad






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to evangelical Christians, typically suggesting intrusive moralizing and proselytizing.













God's truth






noun




the absolute truth




•
 
it's done more harm than good, and that's 
the God's truth

 .



















Godthåb

 
/ˈɡôthôp/






former name (until 1979) of Nuuk
 .









Godunov, Boris

 
/ˈɡädnˌôf/






(1550–1605), tsar of Russia 1598–1605. His reign was marked by famine, doubts over his involvement in the earlier death of Ivan the Terrible's 
eldest son

 , and the appearance of pretender False Dmitri.









Godwin, William

 
/ˈɡädwən/






(1756–1836), English social philosopher and novelist; the husband of Mary Wollstonecraft and the father of Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley.









Godwin-Austen, Mount

 
/ˌɡädwən ˈôstən/






former name for K2
 .









Godwin's law





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 the theory that as an online discussion progresses, it becomes inevitable that someone or something will eventually be compared to Adolf Hitler or the Nazis, regardless of the original topic




•
 
correcting others' errors, especially online, can quickly lead to invocations of Godwin's law.

















– origin

 1990s: named after Mike 
Godwin

 (1956–), the US lawyer and author who originated the theory.





godwit

 
/ˈɡädwit/





I.
 
noun




a large, long-legged wader with a long, slightly upturned or straight bill, and typically a reddish-brown head and breast in the breeding male.

[Genus 
Limosa

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : four species.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






Godzilla

 
/ɡädˈzilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a particularly enormous example (of something)




•
 
a Godzilla of a condominium tower.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a person or thing likened to a frightful and menacing creature




•
 
Don't let Nurse Godzilla catch you. She'll raise holy hell.

















– origin

 from the name of a huge prehistoric monster featured in a series of Japanese films from 1954.





Goebbels, Joseph

 
/ˈɡəbəlz /

 
Göbbels






(1897–1945), German Nazi leader and politician; full name 
Paul Joseph Goebbels

 . From 1933, he was Adolf Hitler's minister of propaganda. He committed suicide rather than surrender to the Allies.









goer

 
/ˈɡō(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who attends a specified place or event, especially regularly




•
 
a churchgoer




•
 
conference-goers.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing that goes in a specified way




•
 
horse no. 7 is a fast goer.










3.
 
a project likely to be accepted or to succeed




•
 
if the business is a goer, the entrepreneur moves on.



















Goering, Hermann Wilhelm

 
/ˈɡəriNG /

 
Göring






(1893–1946), German Nazi leader and politician. He was responsible for the German rearmament program, founder of the Gestapo, and director of the German economy. Sentenced to death at the Nuremberg war trials, he committed suicide in his cell.









goes

 
/ɡōz/






third person singular present of go
 1
 .









Goes, Hugo van der

 
/ɡo͞os/






(
fl.

 
c.

 1467–82), Flemish painter; born in Ghent. His best-known work is the 
Portinari Altarpiece

 (1475), commissioned for a church in Florence, Italy.









goest

 
/ˈɡō(ə)st/






archaic second person singular present of go
 1
 .









goeth

 
/ˈɡō(ə)TH/






archaic third person singular present of go
 1
 .









Goethals, George Washington

 
/ˈɡōTHəlz/






(1858–1928), US army officer and engineer. As chief engineer and chairman of the Panama Canal Commission 1907, he oversaw construction of the Panama Canal, which was completed in 1914, and then served as the Canal Zone's governor 1914–17.










Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von

 
/ˈɡə(r)tə, ˈɡœtə/






(1749–1832), German poet, playwright, novelist, philosopher, and scientist. Involved at first with the 
Sturm und Drang

 movement, he changed to a more classical style, as in the “Wilhelm Meister” novels 1796–1829. Notable dramas: 
Götz von Berlichingen

 (1773), 
Tasso

 (1790), and 
Faust

 (1808–32).









Goethean

 
/ˈɡə(r)dēən /

 
Goethian






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German poet, dramatist, and scholar Johann Wolfgang von Goethe or his works




•
 
the Goethean concept of world literature.



















goethite

 
/ˈɡōTHīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark reddish-brown or yellowish-brown mineral consisting of oxyhydroxide iron, occurring typically as masses of fibrous crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of J.W. von Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von
 + -ite
 1
 .






gofer

 
/ˈɡōfər /

 
gopher





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who runs errands, especially on a movie set or in an office.











– origin

 1960s: from 
go for

 (i.e., go and fetch).






goffer

 
/ˈɡäfər /

 
gauffer





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
goffered

 )


1.
 
treat (a lace edge or frill) with heated irons in order to crimp or flute it




•
 
a goffered frill.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
goffered

 )
 — (of the gilt edges of a book) embossed with a repeating design.








II.
 
noun




an iron used to crimp or flute lace.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
gaufrer

 ‘stamp with a patterned tool,’ from 
gaufre

 ‘honeycomb,’ from Middle Low German 
wāfel

 (see waffle
 2
 ).





go fish






noun




a card game in which each player in turn asks an opponent for a particular card and is told to “go fish” from the undealt deck if denied.













Gog and Magog

 
/ˌɡôɡ ən ˈmāɡôɡ/





I.
 
in the Bible, the names of enemies of God's people. In Ezek. 38–9, Gog is apparently a ruler from the land of Magog, while in Rev. 20:8, Gog and Magog are nations under the dominion of Satan.




II.
 
(in medieval legend) opponents of Alexander the Great, living north of the Caucasus.




III.
 
two giant statues standing in Guildhall, London, representing either the last two survivors of a race of giants supposed to have inhabited Britain before Roman times, or Gogmagog, chief of the giants, and Corineus, a Roman invader.









Gogebic Range

 
/ɡōˌɡēbik ˈrān(d)ZH/






a range of iron-bearing hills in the western Upper Peninsula in Michigan and adjacent areas in Wisconsin.









go-getter

 
/ˈɡō ˈˌɡedər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an aggressively enterprising person.








II.
 
derivatives





go-getting

 
/ˈɡōˌɡediNG /






adjective






















goggle

 
/ˈɡäɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look with wide open eyes, typically in amazement or wonder




•
 
“What in the world are you 
goggling at

 ?”










2.
 
(of the eyes) protrude or open wide.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of the eyes) protuberant or rolling.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
(
goggles

 )
 — close-fitting eyeglasses with side shields, for protecting the eyes from glare, dust, water, etc.




2.
 


‹informal›

 eyeglasses.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a stare with protruding eyes.








IV.
 
derivatives





goggled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘look to one side, squint’): probably from a base symbolic of oscillating movement.





goggle-eye

 
/ˈɡäɡəlī/






noun




any of a number of edible fishes with large eyes that occur widely on reefs in tropical and subtropical seas.

[● a nocturnal fish related to the bigeye (
Priacanthus hamrur

 , family 
Priacanthidae

 ). ● a fish often found in shoals (
Selar crumenophthalmus

 , family 
Carangidae

 ).]













goggle-eyed

 
/ˈɡäɡəl ˈˌīd/






adjective




having staring or protuberant eyes, especially through astonishment.













go-go

 
/ˈɡō ˌɡō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting an unrestrained and erotic style of dancing to popular music




•
 
a go-go bar




•
 
go-go dancers.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 assertively dynamic




•
 
the go-go bravado of the 1980s.

















– origin

 1960s: reduplication of go
 1
 , perhaps influenced by a gogo
 .





Gogol, Nikolai

 
/ˈɡōɡəl/






(1809–52), Russian novelist, playwright, and short-story writer; born in Ukraine; full name 
Nikolai Vasilevich Gogol

 . His writings are satirical and often explore themes of fantasy and the supernatural. Notable works: 
The Government Inspector

 (1836), 
Notes of a Madman

 (1835), and 
Dead Souls

 (1842).









Goiânia

 
/ɡoiˈanēə/






a city in southern central Brazil, capital of the state of Goiás; pop. 1,244,645 (2007). It was founded as a new city in 1933.










Goidelic

 
/ɡoiˈdelik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the northern group of Celtic languages, including Irish, Scottish Gaelic, and Manx.








II.
 
noun




the Goidelic languages collectively.













going

 
/ˈɡōiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of leaving a place; a departure




•
 
his going left an enormous gap in each of their lives.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the condition of the ground viewed in terms of suitability for walking, riding, or other travel (used especially in the context of horse racing)




•
 
the going was ideal here, with short turf and a level surface.










3.
 
progress affected by travelling conditions




•
 
the paths were covered with drifting snow and the going was difficult.










4.
 
conditions for, or progress in, an endeavor




•
 
when the going gets tough, the tough get going.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 existing or available; to be had




•
 
he asked if there were any other jobs going.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (especially of a price) generally accepted as fair or correct; current




•
 
people willing to work for the going rate.



















going away





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
marking or celebrating a departure




•
 
a going-away party.














II.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 with victory assured before the end of a race or other sporting contest




•
 
Jordan finished the game with 20 points and Detroit won going away.



















going-over

 
/ˈˌɡōiNG ˈˌōvər/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a thorough treatment, especially in cleaning or inspection




•
 
give the place a going-over with the vacuum cleaner.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a beating.













goings-on

 
/ˈˌɡōiNGz ˈˌän/






plural noun




events or behavior, especially of an unusual or suspect nature.













goiter

 
/ˈɡoidər /

 


‹Brit.›

 goitre





I.
 
noun




a swelling of the neck resulting from enlargement of the thyroid gland




•
 
a woman with a goiter




•
 
the belief that amber necklaces were good for curing goiter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
goitered

 
/ˈɡoidərd /






adjective













2.
 
goitrous

 
/ˈɡoitrəs ˈɡoid(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, a back-formation from 
goitreux

 ‘having a goiter,’ or from Old French 
goitron

 ‘gullet,’ both based on Latin 
guttur

 ‘throat.’





goji berry

 
/ˈɡōjē ˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bright red edible berry widely cultivated in China, supposed to contain high levels of certain vitamins.

See also wolfberry
 .




2.
 
either of two shrubs (
Lycium barbarum

 and 
Lycium chinense

 ) on which goji berries grow.











– origin

 from Chinese 
gŏuqĭ

 .






go-kart

 
/ˈɡō ˌkärt /

 
go-cart





I.
 
noun




a small racing car with a lightweight or skeleton body.








II.
 
derivatives





go-karting

 
/ˈɡōkärdiNG /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: 
kart

 , alteration of cart
 .





Golan Heights

 
/ˌɡōlən ˈhīts/






a range of hills on the border between Syria and Israel, northeast of the Sea of Galilee. Formerly under Syrian control, the area was occupied by Israel in 1967 and annexed in 1981. Negotiations for the withdrawal of Israeli troops from the region began in 1992.









Golconda

 
/ɡälˈkändə/





I.
 
noun




a source of wealth, advantages, or happiness




•
 
the posters calling emigrants from Europe to the Golconda of the American West.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of a city near Hyderabad, India, famous for its diamonds.






gold

 
/ɡōld/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
(Symbol: 
Au

 )
 — a yellow precious metal, the chemical element of atomic number 79, valued especially for use in jewelry and decoration, and to guarantee the value of currencies.




b.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an alloy of this




•
 
9-carat gold.











Gold is quite widely distributed in nature, but economical extraction is only possible from deposits of the native metal or sulfide ores or as a byproduct of copper and lead mining. The use of the metal in coins is now limited, but it is also used in electrical contacts and (in some countries) as a filling for teeth.




2.
 
a deep lustrous yellow or yellow-brown color




•
 
her eyes were light green and flecked with gold.










3.
 
coins or articles made of gold




•
 
her ankles and wrists were glinting with gold.










4.
 
money in large sums; wealth




•
 
he proved to be a rabid seeker for gold and power.










5.
 
something considered to be precious, beautiful, or of the most superior quality




•
 
they scout continents in search of the new green gold.










6.
 
short for gold medal
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go gold






(of a recording) achieve sales meriting a gold disk.









2.
 
pot (or crock) of gold






a large but distant or imaginary reward.

[with allusion to the story of a crock of gold supposedly to be found by anyone reaching the end of a rainbow.]















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
goud

 and German 
Gold

 , from an Indo-European root shared by yellow
 .





goldarn

 
/ˌɡälˈdärn/






adjective, adverb, noun






‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for goddamn
 .













goldbeater

 
/ˈɡōldˌbēdər/






noun




a person who beats gold out into gold leaf.













goldbeater's skin






noun




an animal membrane used to separate leaves of gold during beating.














gold beetle

 
/ɡōld ˈbēdl /

 
goldbug






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a leaf beetle with metallic gold coloration.

[Several species in the family 
Chrysomelidae

 , in particular 
Metriona bicolor

 .]













Goldberg, Arthur Joseph

 
/ˈɡōldˌbərɡ/






(1908–90), US Supreme Court associate justice 1962–65. He served as US ambassador to the United Nations 1965–68 but resigned because he did not agree with the escalation of the Vietnam War.










Goldberg, Rube






(1883–1970), US cartoonist; full name 
Reuben Lucius Goldberg

 . As creator of the comic strip characters Professor Lucifer Gorgonzola Butts (an inventor of complex mechanical devices to achieve simple tasks), Boob McNutt, and Lala Palooza, he satirized American folkways and modern technology.









Goldberg, Whoopi






(1955–) US actress and talk-show host; born 
Caryn Elaine Johnson

 . Notable movies: 
The Color Purple

 (1985), 
Ghost

 (1990), and 
Sister Act

 (1992).









gold brick

 
/ˈɡōld ˌbrik /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that looks valuable but is in fact worthless.




2.
 
(also 
goldbrick

 or 
goldbricker

 )
 — a con man.




3.
 
a lazy person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
hardworking Amos and goldbrick Andy.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
invent excuses to avoid a task; shirk




•
 
he wasn't goldbricking; he was really sick.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — swindle (someone).













goldbug

 
/ˈɡōldˌbəɡ /

 
gold bug






noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 
‹informal›

 an advocate of a single gold standard for currency.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a person favoring gold as an investment.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 another term for gold beetle
 .













gold card






noun






‹trademark›

 a charge card or credit card issued to people with a high credit rating and giving benefits not available with the standard card.














Gold Coast





I.
 
former name (until 1957) of Ghana
 .




II.
 
(also 
gold coast

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 any coastal area noted for luxurious living and expensive homes.









gold digger

 
/ɡōld ˈdiɡər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who dates others purely to extract money from them, in particular a woman who strives to marry a wealthy man.













gold dust

 
/ˈɡōl(d) ˌdəst/






noun



1.
 
fine particles of gold.




2.
 
another term for basket-of-gold
 .














golden

 
/ˈɡōldən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
colored or shining like gold




•
 
curls of glossy golden hair




•
 
bake until golden.










2.
 
made or consisting of gold




•
 
a golden crown.










3.
 
(of a period) very happy and prosperous




•
 
those golden days before World War I.










4.
 
(of an opportunity) very favorable




•
 
a golden opportunity to boost foreign trade.










5.
 
(of a singing voice) rich and smooth




•
 
a choir of young golden voices.










6.
 
denoting the fiftieth year of something




•
 
the American Ballet Theater's golden anniversary extravaganza.














II.
 
derivatives





goldenly






adverb





















golden age

 
/ˈɡōldən āj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idyllic, often imaginary past time of peace, prosperity, and happiness.




2.
 
the period when a specified art, skill, or activity is at its peak




•
 
the golden age of cinema.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the Greek and Roman poets' name for the first period of history, when the human race lived in an ideal state.





golden ager






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹euphemistic›

 used euphemistically or humorously to refer to an old person.













golden calf

 
/ˈɡōldən kaf/






noun



1.
 
(in the Bible) an image of gold in the shape of a calf, made by Aaron in response to the Israelites' plea for a god while they awaited Moses' return from Mount Sinai, where he was receiving the Ten Commandments (Exod. 32).




2.
 
a false god, especially wealth as an object of worship.













golden cat






noun




a small forest-dwelling cat found in Africa and Asia.

[Genus 
Felis

 , family 
Felidae

 : the African 
F. aurata

 , with a chestnut to silver-gray coat, and the Asiatic 
F. temmincki

 , with a golden-brown coat and striped head.]














Golden Delicious






noun




a widely grown dessert apple of a greenish-yellow, soft-fleshed variety.













goldendoodle

 
/ˈɡōld(ə)nˌdo͞od(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a dog that is a cross-breed of a golden retriever and a poodle.




•
 
the girls will soon be moving in with their goldendoodle or some other fetching puppy.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of golden
 and labradoodle
 .





golden eagle

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈēɡəl/






noun




a large Eurasian and North American eagle with yellow-tipped head feathers in the mature adult.

[
Aquila chrysaetos

 , family 
Acciptridae

 .]













goldeneye

 
/ˈɡōldənˌī/






noun




a migratory northern diving duck, the male of which has a dark head with a white cheek patch and yellow eyes.

[Genus 
Bucephala

 , family 
Anatidae

 : two species, in particular the 
common goldeneye

 (
B. clangula

 ).]













Golden Fleece

 
/ˈɡōldən ˌflēs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the fleece of a golden ram, guarded by an unsleeping dragon, that was sought and won by Jason with the help of Medea.




II.
 
a goal that is highly desirable but difficult to achieve.









Golden Gate

 
/ˈˌɡōldən ˈɡāt/






a deep channel that connects San Francisco Bay with the Pacific Ocean. It is spanned by the Golden Gate suspension bridge, which was completed in 1937.









Golden Globe






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 an award given by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, presented annually for outstanding achievement in film and television




•
 
she just won her fourth Golden Globe.










2.
 
(
the Golden Globes

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 the annual presentation of the Golden Globes




•
 
it was named best foreign language film at the recent Golden Globes.



















golden glow






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for green-headed coneflower (see coneflower
 ).













golden goose

 
/ˈɡōldən ɡo͞os/






noun




a continuing source of wealth or profit that may be exhausted if it is misused




•
 
they were killing the golden goose of tourism.







See also kill the goose that lays the golden egg
 at egg
 1
 .













golden handcuffs






plural noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to benefits, typically deferred payments, provided by an employer to discourage an employee from taking employment elsewhere.













golden handshake

 
/ˈˌɡōldən ˈhan(d)ˌSHāk/






noun






‹informal›

 a payment given to someone who is laid off or retires early.













Golden Hind





I.
 
the ship in which Francis Drake circumnavigated the globe in 1577–80.







– origin

 named by Drake in honor of his patron, Sir Christopher Hatton (1540–91), whose crest was a golden hind.





Golden Horde

 
/ˈˌɡōldən ˈhôrd/






the Tartar and Mongol army, led by descendants of Genghis Khan, that overran Asia and parts of eastern Europe in the 13th century and maintained an empire until around 1500 (so called from the richness of the leader's camp).










Golden Horn

 
/ˌɡōld(ə)n ˈhôrn/






a curved inlet of the Bosporus that forms the harbor of Istanbul.

Turkish name Haliç
 .









golden hour






noun






[Medicine]

 the first hour after the occurrence of a traumatic injury, considered the most critical for successful emergency treatment.













golden jubilee






noun




the fiftieth anniversary of a significant event.













golden mean

 
/ˈɡōldən mēn/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the ideal moderate position between two extremes.




2.
 
another term for golden section
 .













golden number

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈnəmbər/






noun




the number showing a year's place in the Metonic lunar cycle and used to fix the date of Easter for that year.













golden oldie

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈōldē/






noun






‹informal›

 an old song or movie that is still well known and popular.













golden parachute

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈperəˌSHo͞ot/






noun






‹informal›

 a large payment or other financial compensation guaranteed to a company executive should the executive be dismissed as a result of a merger or takeover.













golden plover

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈpləvər ˈplōvər/






noun




a northern Eurasian and North American plover, with a gold-speckled back and black face and underparts in the breeding season.

[Genus 
Pluvialis

 , family 
Charadriidae

 : three species, in particular 
P. apricaria

 of Europe and 
P. dominica

 of Canada.]













golden raisin

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a raisin made from a white grape.













golden retriever






noun




a retriever of a breed with a thick golden-colored coat.













golden rice






noun




a genetically modified variety of rice containing large amounts of the orange or red plant pigment betacarotene, a substance important in the human diet as a precursor of vitamin A.













goldenrod

 
/ˈɡōldənˌräd/






noun




a plant of the daisy family that bears tall spikes of small bright yellow flowers.

[Genus 
Solidago

 , family 
Compositae

 : numerous species, including 
tall goldenrod

 (
S. altissima

 ) with plumelike flower clusters, 
downy goldenrod

 (
S. puberula

 ) with erect, wandlike flower clusters, and 
lance-leaved goldenrod

 (
S. graminifolia

 ) with flat-topped flower clusters.]













golden rule

 
/ˌɡōldən ˈro͞ol/






noun



1.
 
a basic principle that should be followed to ensure success in general or in a particular activity




•
 
one of the golden rules in this class is punctuality.










2.
 
(often 
Golden Rule

 )
 — the biblical rule of “do unto others as you would have them do unto you” (Matt. 7:12).













goldenseal

 
/ˈɡōldənˌsēl/






noun




a North American woodland plant of the buttercup family, with a bright yellow root that is used in herbal medicine.

[
Hydrastis canadensis

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]














golden section

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈsekSHən/






noun




the division of a line so that the whole is to the greater part as that part is to the smaller part (i.e., in a ratio of 1 to ½ (√5 + 1)), a proportion that is considered to be particularly pleasing to the eye.













Golden State






a nickname for the state of California
 .









golden syrup

 
//






noun






(Brit.)

 a thick syrup with a buttery aroma, made from cane sugar.













golden wattle






noun




an Australian acacia with golden flowers.

[Genus 
Acacia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : 
A. pycnatha

 , whose flowers are used as Australia's national emblem, and 
A. longifolia

 .]













golden wedding

 
/ˈɡōldən ˈwediNG /

 
golden wedding anniversary






noun




the fiftieth anniversary of a wedding.













gold farming





I.
 
noun




(in the context of online gaming) the practice of playing a game intensively so as to amass stocks of the game's virtual currency or other valuable items used in the game, which can then be sold to other players for real money.




•
 
in just a few years, gold farming has become a vast enterprise.














II.
 
derivatives





gold farmer






noun





















goldfield

 
/ˈɡōl(d)fēld/






noun




a district in which gold is found as a mineral.













gold-filled






adjective




(especially of jewelry) consisting of a base metal covered in a thin layer of gold.













goldfinch

 
/ˈɡōl(d)ˌfin(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a brightly colored finch with yellow feathers in the plumage.

[Genus 
Carduelis

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : four species, esp. the 
American goldfinch

 (
C. tristis

 ) and the 
Eurasian goldfinch

 (
C. carduelis

 ).]











– origin

 late Old English 
goldfinc

 (see gold
 , finch
 ).





goldfish

 
/ˈɡōl(d)fiSH/






noun




a small reddish-golden Eurasian carp, popular in ponds and aquariums. A long history of breeding in China and Japan has resulted in many varieties of form and color.

[
Carassius auratus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]













goldfish bowl

 
/ˈɡōl(d)ˌfiSH ˈˌbōl/






noun



1.
 
a spherical glass container for goldfish.




2.
 
a place or situation lacking privacy




•
 
a goldfish bowl of publicity.



















Goldilocks

 
/ˈɡōldēˌläks/






noun



1.
 
a fairy-tale heroine who enters the house of the Three Bears and declares the possessions of Baby Bear to be ‘just right’, as compared to those of Father Bear and Mother Bear.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or referring to the most desirable or advantageous part of a range of values or conditions (typically the center)




•
 
the planet is in the middle of what astronomers call the 
Goldilocks zone

 : a place that's not too hot and not too cold




•
 
he promises us a return to the 
Goldilocks economy

 —not too much deflation, not too much inflation.



















Golding, Sir William

 
/ˈɡōldiNG/






(1911–93), English novelist; full name 
Sir William Gerald Golding

 . His first novel, 
Lord of the Flies

 (1954), told of boys stranded on a desert island who revert to savagery. Other notable works: 
Rites of Passage

 (1980) and 
Fire Down Below

 (1989). Nobel Prize for Literature (1983).









gold leaf

 
/ˈˌɡōl(d) ˈlēf/






noun




gold that has been beaten into a very thin sheet, used in gilding.













Goldman, Emma

 
/ˈɡōldmən/






(1869–1940), US political activist; born in Lithuania. She was involved in New York's anarchist movement and was an opponent of US conscription. Notable works: 
Anarchism and Other Essays

 (1910) and 
My Disillusionment in Russia

 (1923).










gold medal

 
/ɡōld ˈmedl/





I.
 
noun




a medal made of or colored gold, customarily awarded for first place in a race or competition.








II.
 
derivatives





gold medalist






noun





















gold mine

 
/ˈɡōl(d) ˌmīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where gold is mined.




2.
 
a source of wealth, valuable information, or resources




•
 
this book is a gold mine of information.














II.
 
derivatives





gold miner






noun





















gold plate

 
/ˈɡōl(d) ˈˌplāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin layer of gold, electroplated or otherwise applied as a coating to another metal.




2.
 
objects coated with gold.




3.
 
plates, dishes, etc., made of gold.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something) with a thin layer of gold.













gold-plated

 
/ˈɡōld ˌplādid/






adjective



1.
 
covered with a thin layer of gold




•
 
a gold-plated tiepin.










2.
 
likely to prove profitable; secure




•
 
houses are no longer the gold-plated investment they were.



















gold reserve






noun




a quantity of gold held by a central bank to support the issue of currency.













gold rush

 
/ˈɡōl(d) ˌrəSH/






noun




a rapid movement of people to a newly discovered goldfield. The first major gold rush, to California in 1848–49, was followed by others in the US, Australia (1851–53), South Africa (1884), and Canada (Klondike, 1897–98).













Goldsboro

 
/ˈɡōldzˌbərō/






a city in eastern North Carolina, a noted tobacco center; pop. 37,597 (est. 2008).









goldsmith

 
/ˈɡōl(d)smiTH/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes gold articles.











– origin

 late Old English (see gold
 , smith
 ).





Goldsmith, Oliver

 
/ˈɡōldˌsmiTH/






(1728–74), Irish novelist, poet, essayist, and playwright. Notable works: 
The Vicar of Wakefield

 (1766), 
The Deserted Village

 (1770), and 
She Stoops to Conquer

 (1773).










gold standard

 
/ˈɡōld ˈˌstandərd/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the system by which the value of a currency was defined in terms of gold, for which the currency could be exchanged. The gold standard was generally abandoned in the Depression of the 1930s.

Compare with silver standard
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 the best, most reliable, or most prestigious thing of its type




•
 
you can't rely on lab tests as being the gold standard.



















gold star





I.
 
noun




a gold-colored representation of a star, awarded as a mark of excellence or in recognition of a notable achievement




•
 
the pies were awarded a gold star for their exceptional taste and quality




•
 
I was the kid who had more gold stars for reading than anybody in my class




•
 


‹figurative›

 give a gold star to the diligent employee who got to the bottom of this mess.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a ranking of or award for excellence




•
 
his recipe for traditional sausages won the gold star award




•
 
a gold star rating.










2.
 


(US)

 denoting a relative of a person killed while serving in the armed forces during wartime




•
 
the marchers saluted five gold star families




•
 
a gold star mother.







[World War I: originally with reference to the gold stars displayed on flags to commemorate fallen service members.]













goldstone

 
/ˈɡōldstōn/






noun




a variety of aventurine containing sparkling gold-colored particles.













goldthread

 
/ˈɡōldTHred/






noun




a plant of the buttercup family that yields a yellow dye and is used in herbal medicine as a treatment for mouth ulcers. It grows in North America and northeastern Asia.

[Genus 
Coptis

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. groenlandica

 and 
C. trifolia

 .]













Goldwater, Barry Morris

 
/ˈɡōldˌwôtər, -ˌwä-/






(1909–98), US politician. A conservative, he was a member of the US Senate from Arizona 1953–65, 1969–87 and a Republican presidential candidate in 1964.









Goldwyn, Samuel

 
/ˈɡōldwən/






(1879–1974), US movie producer; born in Poland; born 
Schmuel Gelbfisz

 , changed to 
Samuel Goldfish

 then 
Goldwyn

 . His production credits include 
Wuthering Heights

 (1939), 
The Pride of the Yankees

 (1942), 
The Best Years of Our Lives

 (1946), and 
Porgy and Bess

 (1959).









golem

 
/ˈɡōləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Jewish legend) a clay figure brought to life by magic.




2.
 
an automaton or robot.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
goylem

 , from Hebrew 
gōlem

 ‘shapeless mass.’






golf

 
/ɡälf ɡôlf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game played on a large open-air course, in which a small hard ball is struck with a club into a series of small holes in the ground, the object being to use the fewest possible strokes to complete the course.

A golf course usually has 18 holes, each set in a smooth lawn (a green) separated from the others by stretches of smooth grass (fairways), rough ground, sand-filled bunkers, and other hazards. Various clubs are used to hit the ball from a tee toward the green and then putt it into the hole.




2.
 
a code word representing the letter G, used in radio communication.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play golf


(as 
noun

 
golfing

 )


•
 
a week's golfing.














III.
 
derivatives





golfer

 
/ˈɡälfər ˈɡôlfər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots): perhaps related to Dutch 
kolf

 ‘club, bat,’ used as a term in several Dutch games; 
golf

 , however, is recorded before these games.





golf bag






noun




a tall cylindrical bag used for carrying golf clubs and balls.













golf ball

 
/ˈɡälf ˌbôl ˈɡôlf ˌbôl/






noun




a small hard ball used in the game of golf.













golf cart






noun




a small motorized vehicle for golfers and their equipment.













golf clap






noun






‹informal›

 a round of deliberately quiet applause, considered appropriate during a golf tournament but often uncomplimentary in other venues




•
 
it's not that they deserved a standing ovation, but the golf clap was just plain insensitive.




















golf club






noun



1.
 
a club used to hit the ball in golf, with a heavy wooden or metal head on a slender shaft.




2.
 
an organization of members for playing golf.




3.
 
the premises used by members of a golf club.













golf course






noun




a course on which golf is played.














golf shirt






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a light, short-sleeved shirt with a collar, typically of a knitted fabric and with buttons at the neck only.

See also polo shirt
 .













golf umbrella






noun




a large umbrella of a type designed for use by golfers.




•
 
we carried colorful oversized golf umbrellas for shelter.



















Golgi, Camillo

 
/ˈɡôljē/






(1843–1926), Italian histologist and anatomist. He devised a staining technique to investigate nerve tissue, classified types of nerve cells, and described the structure in the cytoplasm of most cells, now named after him. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1906), shared with Santiago Ramón y Cajal.









Golgi apparatus

 
Golgi body






noun






[Biology]

 a complex of vesicles and folded membranes within the cytoplasm of most eukaryotic cells, involved in secretion and intracellular transport.














Golgotha

 
/ˈɡälɡəTHə ɡôlˈɡäTHə/





I.
 
the site of the crucifixion of Jesus; Calvary.







– origin

 from late Latin, via Greek from an Aramaic form of Hebrew 
gulgoleth

 ‘skull’ (see Matt. 27:33).





Goliath

 
/ɡəˈlīəTH/






(in the Bible) a Philistine giant, according to legend slain by David (1 Sam. 17), but according to another tradition slain by Elhanan (2 Sam. 21:19).









goliath beetle






noun




a very large, boldly marked tropical beetle related to the chafers, the male of which has a forked horn on the head.

[Genus 
Goliathus

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 : several species, in particular 
G. giganteus

 of Africa, which is the largest known beetle.]













golliwog

 
/ˈɡälēˌwäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a soft doll with bright clothes, a black face, and fuzzy hair.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Golliwogg

 , the name of a doll character in books by Bertha Upton (died 1912), American writer, and Florence K. Upton (died 1922), American illustrator; perhaps suggested by golly
 and polliwog
 .






golly

 
/ˈɡälē /

 
by golly





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express surprise or delight




•
 
“Golly! Is that the time?”

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: euphemism for God
 .






Gomel

 
/ɡôˈm(y)el/






Russian name for Homel
 .









gomer

 
/ˈɡōmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹military slang›

 an inept or stupid colleague, especially a trainee.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (used mainly by doctors) a troublesome patient, especially an elderly or homeless one.











– origin

 1960s: origin uncertain; sense 1 perhaps from the television character 
Gomer

 Pyle, a bungling Marine Corps enlistee; sense 2 perhaps an acronym from 
get out of my emergency room

 .





Gomorrah

 
/ɡəˈmôrə/






a town in ancient Palestine, probably south of the Dead Sea. According to Gen. 19:24, it was destroyed by fire from heaven, along with Sodom, for the wickedness of its inhabitants.









Gompers, Samuel

 
/ˈɡämpərz/






(1850–1924), US labor leader; born in England. He helped to found the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions in 1881. When it was reorganized as the American Federation of Labor in 1886, he served as its president until his death and did much to win respect for organized labor.










-gon





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting plane figures with a specified number of angles




•
 
hexagon




•
 
pentagon.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-gōnos

 ‘-angled.’





gonad

 
/ˈɡōnad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 
[Zoology]

 an organ that produces gametes; a testis or ovary.




2.
 
(
gonads

 )
 — 

[Physiology]

 
[Zoology]

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a man's testicles or genitals.








II.
 
derivatives





gonadal

 
/ɡōˈnadl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
gonades

 , plural of 
gonas

 , from Greek 
gonē

 ‘generation, seed.’





gonadotropic hormone

 
/ɡōˌnadəˈträpik, -ˈtrōpik /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 gonadotrophic hormone






noun




another term for gonadotropin
 .














gonadotropin

 
/ɡōˌnadəˈtrōpən /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 gonadotrophin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of hormones secreted by the pituitary that stimulate the activity of the gonads.













Goncourt

 
/ɡōnˈko͝or/






family name of brothers 
Edmond de

 (1822–96) and 
Jules de

 (1830–70), French novelists and critics. In his will, Edmond provided for the establishment of the Académie Goncourt, which awards the annual Prix Goncourt.









Gond

 
/ɡänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people living in the hill forests of central India.




2.
 
the Dravidian language of the Gond.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Gond or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Gondi






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
goṇḍa

 .





Gondar

 
/ˈɡändər/






a commercial city in northwestern Ethiopia, in Amhara province; pop. 112,000. A historic center for both Christians and Jews (Falashas), it was the capital of Ethiopia before 1855.










gondola

 
/ˈɡändələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light flat-bottomed boat used on Venetian canals, having a high point at each end and worked by one oar at the stern.




2.
 
a cabin on a suspended ski lift.




3.
 
(also 
gondola car

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 an open railroad freight car.




4.
 
an enclosed compartment suspended from an airship or balloon.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Venetian Italian, from Rhaeto-Romanic 
gondolà

 ‘to rock, roll.’





gondolier

 
/ˌɡändəˈlir/





I.
 
noun




a person who propels and steers a gondola.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from Italian 
gondoliere

 , from 
gondola

 (see gondola
 ).





Gondwana

 
/ɡänˈdwänə /

 
Gondwanaland





I.
 
a vast continental area believed to have existed in the southern hemisphere and to have resulted from the breakup of Pangaea in Mesozoic times. It comprised the present Arabia, Africa, South America, Antarctica, Australia, and the peninsula of India.







– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally denoting any of a series of rocks in India, especially fluviatile shales and sandstones): from the name of a region in central northern India, from Sanskrit 
goṇḍavana

 ‘forest of Gond.’





gone

 
/ɡôn/





I.
 
past participle of go
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
no longer present; departed




•
 
while you were gone




•
 
the bad old days are gone.










2.
 
no longer in existence; dead or extinct




•
 
an aunt of mine, long since gone.










3.
 
no longer available




•
 
all 35,000 tickets will be gone by next weekend.










4.
 


‹informal›

 in a trance or stupor, especially through exhaustion, drink, or drugs




•
 
she sat, half-gone, on a folding chair.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 lost; hopeless




•
 
spending time and effort on a gone sucker like Galindez.










6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent; inspired




•
 
a bunch of real gone cats.










7.
 


‹informal›

 having reached a specified time in a pregnancy




•
 
she is now four months gone.














III.
 
preposition



1.
 


(Brit.)

 (of time) past




•
 
it's gone half past eleven.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of age) older than




•
 
she was gone sixty by then.














IV.
 
phrases





be gone on








‹informal›

 be infatuated with




•
 
I always knew he was gone on you.























goner

 
/ˈɡônər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing that is doomed or cannot be saved.













gonfalon

 
/ˈɡänfələn/





I.
 
noun




a banner or pennant, especially one with streamers, hung from a crossbar.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
gonfalone

 , from a Germanic compound whose second element is related to vane
 .





gonfalonier

 
/ˌɡänfələˈnir/






noun




the bearer of a gonfalon; a standard-bearer.













gong

 
/ɡäNG ɡôNG/





I.
 
noun




a metal disk with a turned rim, giving a resonant note when struck




•
 
a dinner gong.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sound a gong or make a sound like that of a gong being struck.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Malay 
gong

 , 
gung

 , of imitative origin.






goniatite

 
/ˈɡōnēəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




an ammonoid fossil of an early type found chiefly in the Devonian and Carboniferous periods, typically with simple angular suture lines.

Compare with ammonite
 and ceratite
 . [Typified by the genus 
Goniatites

 , order 
Goniatitida

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Goniatites

 , from Greek 
gōnia

 ‘angle.’






gonif

 
/ˈɡänəf /

 
goniff
 , ganef





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a disreputable or dishonest person (often used as a general term of abuse).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
ganev

 , from Hebrew 
gannāḇ

 ‘thief.’





goniometer

 
/ˌɡōnēˈämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for the precise measurement of angles, especially one used to measure the angles between the faces of crystals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
goniometric

 
/ˌɡōnēəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
goniometrical

 
/-nēəˈmetrikəl /






adjective













3.
 
goniometry

 
/ˌɡōnēˈämətrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
goniomètre

 , from Greek 
gōnia

 ‘angle’ + French 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’





gonna

 
/ˈɡônə ˈɡənə/





I.
 
contraction






‹informal›

 going to




•
 
we're gonna win this game.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as 
ganna

 ): representing a regional or colloquial pronunciation.





gonococcus

 
/ˌɡänəˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that causes gonorrhea.

[
Neisseria gonorrhoeae

 , a Gram-negative diplococcus.]








II.
 
derivatives





gonococcal

 
/ˌɡänəˈkäk(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
gono-

 (as in gonorrhea
 ) + coccus
 .





go-no-go






adjective



1.
 
designating a situation in which one must decide whether or not to continue with a particular course of action, or the moment when such a decision must be made.




2.
 
designating the decision to continue with or abandon a course of action.














gonorrhea

 
/ˌɡänəˈrēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 gonorrhoea





I.
 
noun




a venereal disease involving inflammatory discharge from the urethra or vagina.








II.
 
derivatives





gonorrheal






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
gonorrhoia

 , from 
gonos

 ‘semen’ + 
rhoia

 ‘flux.’





Gonzalez, Henry Barbosa

 
/ɡənˈzälis/






(1916–2000) US politician. A Democrat from Texas, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1961–98, where he championed the rights of minorities and fought for tighter restrictions on the savings and loan industry during the 1980s.









gonzo

 
/ˈɡänzō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of or associated with journalistic writing of an exaggerated, subjective, and fictionalized style.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 bizarre or crazy




•
 
the woman was either gonzo or stoned.

















– origin

 1970s: perhaps from Italian 
gonzo

 ‘foolish’ or Spanish 
ganso

 ‘goose, fool.’






goo

 
/ɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a sticky or slimy substance




•
 
he tipped the grayish goo from the test tube.










2.
 


‹informal›

 sickly sentiment.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): perhaps from 
burgoo

 , a nautical slang term for porridge, based on Persian 
bulġūr

 ‘bruised grain.’





goober

 
/ˈɡo͞obər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
goober pea

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a peanut.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often offensive›

 a person from the southeastern US, especially Georgia or Arkansas.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an unsophisticated person; a yokel.













Goober State






a nickname for the state of Georgia
 .










good

 
/ɡo͝od/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
to be desired or approved of




•
 
we live at peace with each other, which is good




•
 
a good quality of life




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
Good! The more people the better!










2.
 
pleasing and welcome




•
 
she was pleased to hear good news about him.










3.
 
expressing approval




•
 
the play had good reviews.










4.
 
having the qualities required for a particular role




•
 
the schools here are good.










5.
 
appropriate to a particular purpose




•
 
this is a good month for planting seeds.










6.
 
(of language) with correct grammar and pronunciation




•
 
she speaks good English.










7.
 
strictly adhering to or fulfilling all the principles of a particular cause, religion, or party




•
 
a good Catholic girl.










8.
 
(of a ticket) valid




•
 
the ticket is 
good for

 travel from May to September.










9.
 
possessing or displaying moral virtue




•
 
I've met many good people who made me feel ashamed of my own shortcomings




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the good

 )
 
the rich and the good shared the same fate as the poor and the bad.










10.
 
showing kindness




•
 
you are good—thank you.










11.
 
obedient to rules or conventions




•
 
accustom the child to being rewarded for good behavior.










12.
 
used to address or refer to people, especially in a patronizing or humorous way




•
 
the good people of the city were disconcerted.










13.
 
commanding respect




•
 
he was concerned with establishing and maintaining his good name.










14.
 
belonging or relating to a high social class




•
 
he comes from a good family.










15.
 
giving pleasure; enjoyable or satisfying




•
 
the streets fill up with people looking for a good time.










16.
 
pleasant to look at; attractive




•
 
you're looking pretty good.










17.
 
(of clothes) smart and suitable for formal wear




•
 
he went upstairs to change out of his good suit.










18.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — thorough




•
 
the attic needed a good cleaning




•
 
have a good look around.










19.
 
used to emphasize that a number is at least as great as one claims




•
 
they're a good twenty years younger.










20.
 
used to emphasize a following adjective




•
 
we had a good long hug.










21.
 
fairly large




•
 
a good crowd




•
 


‹figurative›

 there's a good chance that we may be able to help you.










22.
 
used in conjunction with the name of God or a related expression as an exclamation of extreme surprise or anger




•
 
good heavens!














II.
 
noun



1.
 
that which is morally right; righteousness




•
 
a mysterious balance of good and evil.










2.
 
benefit or advantage to someone or something




•
 
he convinces his father to use his genius 
for the good of

 mankind




•
 
the preservation of old buildings matters because they contribute to the general public good




•
 
he is 
too

 clever 
for his own good

 .










3.
 
(
goods

 )
 — merchandise or possessions




•
 
imports of luxury goods.




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
the market price of an agricultural good.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 things to be transported, as distinct from passengers




•
 
a means of transporting passengers as well as goods




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a goods train.










5.
 
(
the goods

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the genuine article.








III.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 well




•
 
my mother could never cook this good.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
all to the good






to be welcomed without qualification.









2.
 
as good as ——





a.
 
very nearly ——




•
 
she's as good as here.










b.
 
used of a result which will inevitably follow




•
 
if we pass on the information, he's as good as dead.















3.
 
be any (or no or much) good





a.
 
have some (or none or much) merit




•
 
tell me whether that picture is any good.










b.
 
be of some (or none or much) help in dealing with a situation




•
 
it was no good trying to ward things off.















4.
 
be good to go

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›







be ready or prepared for something




•
 
slip on a bright pair of pumps and you're good to go.















5.
 
be so good as (or be good enough) to do something






used to make a polite request




•
 
would you be so good as to answer.















6.
 
be —— to the good






have a specified net profit or advantage




•
 
I came out $7 to the good.















7.
 
come up with (or deliver) the goods








‹informal›

 do what is expected or required of one.









8.
 
do good





a.
 
act virtuously, especially by helping others.




b.
 
make a helpful contribution to a situation




•
 
could the discussion do any good?















9.
 
do someone good






be beneficial to someone, especially to their health




•
 
the walk will do you good.















10.
 
for good (and all)






forever; definitively




•
 
the experience almost frightened me away for good.















11.
 
get (or have) the goods on








‹informal›

 obtain (or possess) information about (someone) that may be used to their detriment.









12.
 
good and ——








‹informal›

 used as an intensifier before an adjective or adverb




•
 
it'll be good and dark by then.















13.
 
(as) good as gold






(especially of a child) extremely well behaved.









14.
 
(as) good as new






in a very good condition or state, close to the original state again after damage, injury, or illness




•
 
the skirt looked as good as new.















15.
 
the Good Book






the Bible.









16.
 
good for





a.
 
having a beneficial effect on




•
 
smoking is not good for the lungs.










b.
 
reliably providing




•
 
they found him good for a laugh.










c.
 
sufficient to pay for




•
 
his money was good for a bottle of whiskey.















17.
 
good for you (or him, her, etc.)!






used as an exclamation of approval toward a person, especially for something that they have achieved




•
 
“I'm taking my driving test next month.” “Good for you!”















18.
 
the Good Shepherd






a name for Jesus.

[with biblical allusion to John 
10

 : 1–16.]









19.
 
good wine needs no bush






see wine
 .









20.
 
a good word






words in recommendation or defense of a person




•
 
I hoped you might 
put in a good word for

 me with your friends.















21.
 
have a good mind to do something






see mind
 .









22.
 
in someone's good books






see book
 .









23.
 
in good time





a.
 
with no risk of being late




•
 
I arrived in good time.










b.
 
(also 
all in good time

 )
 — in due course but without haste




•
 
you shall have a puppy all in good time.















24.
 
make good






be successful




•
 
a college friend who made good in Hollywood.















25.
 
make something good





a.
 
compensate for loss, damage, or expense




•
 
if I scratched the table, I'd make good the damage.










b.
 
repair or restore after damage




•
 
make good the wall where you have buried the cable.










c.
 
fulfill a promise or claim




•
 
I challenged him to make good his boast.















26.
 
one good turn deserves another






see turn
 .









27.
 
put a good face on something






see face
 .









28.
 
take something in good part






not be offended by something




•
 
he took her abruptness in good part.















29.
 
up to no good






doing something wrong.















– origin

 Old English 
gōd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
goed

 and German 
gut

 . / 
usage:

 The adverb corresponding to the adjective 
good

 is 
well

 : she is a good swimmer who performs well in meets. Confusion sometimes arises because 
well

 is also an adjective meaning ‘in good health, healthy,’ for which 
good

 is widely used informally as a substitute: I feel well, meaning ‘I feel healthy’—versus the informal I feel good, meaning either ‘I feel healthy’ or ‘I am in a good mood.’ See also usage at bad
 .






good afternoon

 
/ɡo͝od ˈˌaftərˈno͞on/






exclamation




expressing good wishes on meeting or parting in the afternoon.













Goodall, Jane

 
/ˈɡo͝odôl/






(1934–), English zoologist. After working with Louis Leakey in Tanzania from 1957, she made prolonged and intimate studies of chimpanzees at the Gombe Stream Reserve at Lake Tanganyika from 1970.










goodbye

 
/ɡo͝odˈbī /

 
goodby
 , good-by





I.
 
exclamation




used to express good wishes when parting or at the end of a conversation.








II.
 
noun




an instance of saying “goodbye”; a parting




•
 
a final goodbye.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: contraction of 
God be with you!

 , with 
good

 substituted on the pattern of phrases such as 
good morning

 .






good evening

 
/ɡo͝od ˈēv(ə)niNG/






exclamation




expressing good wishes on meeting or parting during the evening.













good faith






noun




honesty or sincerity of intention




•
 
the details contained in this brochure have been published 
in good faith

 .



















goodfella

 
/ˈɡo͝odˌfelə/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gangster, especially a member of a Mafia family.













good form






noun




what complies with current social conventions




•
 
it wasn't considered 
in good form

 to show too much enthusiasm.



















good-for-nothing





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) worthless




•
 
his good-for-nothing son.














II.
 
noun




a worthless person.













Good Friday

 
/ˈˌɡo͝od ˈfrīˌdā/





I.
 
noun




the Friday before Easter Sunday, on which the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ is commemorated in the Christian Church. It is traditionally a day of fasting and penance.











– origin

 from good
 , in the sense ‘holy, observed as a holy day.’





good-hearted

 
/ˈˌɡo͝od ˈˌhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




kind and well meaning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
good-heartedly






adverb













2.
 
good-heartedness






noun





















good humor






noun




a genial disposition or mood




•
 
I admire your dignity and good humor.



















good-humored

 
/ˈɡo͝odˌ(h)yo͞omərd/





I.
 
adjective




genial; cheerful.








II.
 
derivatives





good-humoredly

 
/ˈɡo͝odˌ(h)yo͞omərdlē /






adverb





















goodish

 
/ˈɡo͝odiSH/






adjective



1.
 
fairly good




•
 
in goodish working order.










2.
 
fairly large




•
 
a goodish portion.



















Good-King-Henry

 
/ˌɡo͝odˌkiNGˈhenrē /

 
Good King Henry





I.
 
noun




an edible plant of the goosefoot family, with large dark green leaves and insignificant clusters of flowers. Native to Europe, it has become naturalized in North America.

[
Chenopodium bonus-henricus

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





good-looking

 
/ˈɡo͝od ˈˌlo͝okiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a person) attractive.








II.
 
derivatives





good-looker

 
/ˈɡo͝od ˈˌlo͝okər /






noun





















goodly

 
/ˈɡo͝odlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
considerable in size or quantity




•
 
we ran up a goodly bar bill.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 attractive, excellent, or admirable.








II.
 
derivatives





goodliness

 
/ˈɡo͝odlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gōdlic

 (see good
 , -ly
 1
 ).





goodman

 
/ˈɡo͝odmən/






noun






‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 the male head of a household.













Goodman, Benny

 
/ˈɡo͝odmən/






(1909–86), US jazz clarinetist and bandleader; full name 
Benjamin David Goodman

 ; known as 
the King of Swing

 . In 1934, he formed his own band, which was the first big band to include both black and white musicians.









good manners






plural noun




polite or well-bred social behavior




•
 
it's nice to meet a young man with such good manners.



















good money






noun



1.
 
money that might usefully be spent elsewhere; hard-earned money




•
 
I'm not going to pay good money for it.










2.
 


‹informal›

 high wages




•
 
I earn good money.




















good morning

 
/ɡo͝od ˈmôrniNG/






exclamation




expressing good wishes on meeting or parting during the morning.













good nature






noun




a kind and unselfish disposition




•
 
your boy has a good nature.



















good-natured

 
/ɡo͝odˈnāCHərd/





I.
 
adjective




kind, friendly, and patient




•
 
everyone was very good-natured about my comments.




•
 
there was plenty of good-natured banter.














II.
 
derivatives





good-naturedly

 
/ˈɡo͝od ˈˌnāCHərdlē /






adverb





















goodness

 
/ˈɡo͝odnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being good, in particular




2.
 
virtue; moral excellence




•
 
a belief in the basic goodness of mankind.










3.
 
the beneficial or nourishing element of food.








II.
 
exclamation




(as a substitution for “God”) expressing surprise, anger, etc.




•
 
goodness knows what her rent will be.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for goodness' sake






see sake
 1
 .









2.
 
goodness of fit








[Statistics]

 the extent to which observed data match the values expected by theory.









3.
 
have the goodness to do something






used in exaggeratedly polite requests




•
 
have the goodness to look at me when I'm speaking to you!





















– origin

 Old English 
gōdnes

 (see good
 , -ness
 ).





Good News Bible






noun




a translation of the Bible in simple everyday English, published 1966–76 by the United Bible Societies.














good night

 
/ˌɡo͝odˈnīt/






exclamation




expressing good wishes on parting at night or before going to bed.













good old boy






noun




a man who embodies some or all of the qualities considered characteristic of many white men of the southern US, including an unpretentious, convivial manner, conservative or intolerant attitudes, and a strong sense of fellowship with and loyalty to other members of his peer group.













good-quality






adjective




of a high standard




•
 
use homemade ice cream, or buy a good-quality luxury brand.




















goods and chattels






plural noun






[chiefly Law]

 all kinds of personal possessions.













good-sized

 
/ˈɡo͝odˌsīzd/






adjective




of ample size; fairly large




•
 
a good-sized garden.



















good-tempered

 
/ˈɡo͝od ˈˌtempərd/





I.
 
adjective




not easily irritated or made angry.








II.
 
derivatives





good-temperedly






adverb





















good-time






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) having the pursuit of pleasure as one's chief aim




•
 
a good-time party guy




•
 
a 
good-time girl






•
 
he's just a 
good-time Charlie

 .




















goodwife

 
/ˈɡo͝odwīf/






noun






‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 the female head of a household.













goodwill

 
/ɡo͝odˈwil /

 
good will






noun



1.
 
friendly, helpful, or cooperative feelings or attitude




•
 
the plan is dependent on goodwill between the two sides




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a goodwill gesture.










2.
 
the established reputation of a business regarded as a quantifiable asset, e.g., as represented by the excess of the price paid at a takeover for a company over its fair market value.













Goodwin, Doris Kearns

 
/ˈɡo͝odwin/






(1943–) US journalist, historian, and writer. Her works include 
Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream

 (1976), 
The Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys

 (1987), and 
Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln

 (2005).









good works






plural noun




charitable acts.













goody1


 
/ˈɡo͝odē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
goodies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 something attractive or desirable, especially something tasty or pleasant to eat.








II.
 
exclamation




expressing childish delight




•
 
goody, we can have a party.



















goody2


 
/ˈɡo͝odē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 (often as a title prefixed to a surname) an elderly woman of humble station




•
 
the tale of Goody Blake and Harry Gill.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: pet form of goodwife
 ; compare with hussy
 .





goody bag






noun




a bag containing a selection of desirable products, especially one given away at a party or as a promotional offer.













Goodyear, Charles

 
/ˈɡo͝odˌyi(ə)r/






(1800–60), US inventor. He developed the process of the vulcanization of rubber after accidentally dropping some rubber mixed with sulfur and white lead on a hot stove.









goody-goody

 
/ˈˌɡo͝odē ˈˌɡo͝odē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a smug or obtrusively virtuous person.








II.
 
adjective




smug or obtrusively virtuous.













goody two shoes





I.
 
noun




an ostentatiously virtuous or well-behaved person




•
 
she was such a goody two shoes.

















– origin

 mid 18th-cent.: from the nickname of the heroine of 
History of Little Goody Two-shoes

 (1766), a popular children's story in which an orphan girl triumphs over adversity through her unwavering virtue and hard work to become a teacher and marry a rich man, using her new-found wealth to help the poor and do good works.





gooey

 
/ˈɡo͞oē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 soft and sticky.




2.
 


‹informal›

 mawkishly sentimental




•
 
you can love somebody without going all gooey.














II.
 
derivatives





gooeyness






noun






















goof

 
/ɡo͞of /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mistake




•
 
he made one of the most embarrassing goofs of his tenure.










2.
 
a foolish or stupid person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend time idly or foolishly; fool around




•
 
I was 
goofing around

 and broke my arm.










2.
 
(
goof off

 )
 — evade a duty; idle or shirk




•
 
he was 
goofing off from

 his math homework.










3.
 
(
goof on

 )
 — make fun of; ridicule




•
 
Lew and I started goofing on Alison's friend.










4.
 
make a mistake; blunder




•
 
you're scared to say yes in case you 
goof up

 .

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





goofball

 
/ˈɡo͞ofˌbôl/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a naive, silly, or stupid person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a narcotic drug in pill form, especially a barbiturate.













goof-off

 
/ˈɡo͞of ˌôf/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is habitually lazy or does less than their fair share of work.













goof-proof

 
/ˈɡo͞ofpro͞of /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




(of a product, procedure, etc.) designed to be simple enough for anyone to use or implement




•
 
each comes with complete instructions and detailed illustrations that make the installation nearly goof-proof.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
design or adapt (a product, procedure, etc.) so that it is simple for anyone to use




•
 
these simple steps can goof-proof your 1040.



















goof-up

 
/ˈɡo͞ofəp/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stupid mistake.














goofus

 
/ˈɡo͞ofəs/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a foolish or stupid person (often used as a general term of abuse).











– origin

 1920s: based on goof
 .





goofy

 
/ˈɡo͞ofē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 foolish; harmlessly eccentric.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (in surfing and other board sports) with the right leg in front of the left on the board.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
goofily

 
/-fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
goofiness

 
/ˈɡo͞ofēnəs /






noun





















google

 
/ˈɡo͞oɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search for information about (someone or something) on the Internet using the search engine Google




•
 
I recently googled my 7th grade teacher and found his current email address




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she spent the afternoon googling aimlessly.














II.
 
derivatives





googleable

 
googlable






adjective



















– origin

 1990s: from 
Google

 , the proprietary name of the search engine.






Google bomb





I.
 
noun




an attempt to make a search term return a website for an unexpected person or organization when entered in a search engine (typically for satirical or humorous purposes) by the creation of numerous links to that website from pages including the search term.








II.
 
derivatives





google bombing






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
Google

 , the proprietary name of a popular Internet search engine, + bomb
 .





googly

 
/ˈɡo͞oɡlē/





I.
 
noun






[Cricket]

 a ball bowled with a deceptive bounce.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






googol

 
/ˈɡo͞oˌɡôl/





I.
 
cardinal number




equivalent to ten raised to the power of a hundred (10100
 ).











– origin

 1940s: said to have been coined by the nine-year-old nephew of E. Kasner (1878–1955), American mathematician, at Kasner's request.





googolplex

 
/ˈɡo͞oɡôlˌpleks/





I.
 
cardinal number




equivalent to ten raised to the power of a googol.











– origin

 1940s: from googol
 + 
-plex

 as in 
multiplex

 .





goo-goo

 
/ˈɡo͞oɡo͞o /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
amorously adoring




•
 
making goo-goo eyes at him.










2.
 
(of speech or vocal sounds) childish or meaningless




•
 
making soothing goo-goo noises.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: possibly related to goggle
 .





gook1


 
/ɡo͞ok/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a foreigner, especially a person of Philippine, Korean, or Vietnamese descent.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





gook2


 
/ɡo͝ok/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a sloppy wet or viscous substance




•
 
all that gook she kept putting on her face.

















– origin

 1970s: variant of guck
 .





Goolagong, Evonne

 
/ˈɡo͞oləˌɡäNG/






see Cawley, Evonne Goolagong
 .









goombah

 
/ˈɡo͞ombä, ɡo͞omˈbä/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an associate or accomplice, especially a senior member of a criminal gang.











– origin

 1960s: probably a dialect alteration of Italian 
compàre

 ‘godfather, friend, accomplice.’





goombay

 
/ˈɡo͝ombā, ˈɡo͞om-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(W. Indian)

 a goatskin drum with a round or squared top, played with the hands.




2.
 


(W. Indian)

 the calypso-style music associated with the playing of goombay drums.




3.
 


(W. Indian)

 a dance to goombay music.




4.
 


(W. Indian)

 (chiefly in the Bahamas) a festival or season of goombay music and dance.











– origin

 perhaps from Kikongo 
ngoma

 , denoting a type of drum.





goon

 
/ɡo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a silly, foolish, or eccentric person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bully or thug, especially one hired to terrorize or do away with opposition




•
 
a squad of goons waving pistols.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
gooney

 ‘booby’; influenced by the subhuman cartoon character ‘Alice the 
Goon

 ,’ created by E. C. Segar (1894–1938), American cartoonist.





gooney bird

 
/ˈɡo͞onē ˌbərd /

 
goony bird





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for an albatross of the North Pacific.

[Genus 
Diomedea

 , family 
Diomedeidae

 : the Laysan albatross (
D. immutabilis

 ) and the black-footed albatross (
D. nigripes

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





goop

 
/ɡo͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 sloppy or sticky semifluid matter, typically something unpleasant.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 mawkish sentiment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
goopiness

 
/-pēnis /






noun













2.
 
goopy






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: the sounds 
g

 , 
oo

 , and 
p

 are said to be symbolic of semiliquid matter; compare with gloop
 .





goosander

 
/ɡo͞oˈsandər/





I.
 
noun




British term for common merganser (see merganser
 ).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from goose
 + 
-ander

 as in dialect 
bergander

 ‘shelduck’ (the coloring of the male common merganser resembling that of the shelduck).






goose

 
/ɡo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large waterbird with a long neck, short legs, webbed feet, and a short broad bill. Generally geese are larger than ducks and have longer necks and shorter bills.

[Several genera in the family 
Anatidae

 , esp. 
Anser

 and 
Branta

 ; most domesticated geese are descended from the greylag.]




2.
 
the female goose.




3.
 
the flesh of a goose as food.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish person




•
 
“Silly goose,” he murmured fondly.










5.
 
(
pl.

 gooses)
 — a tailor's smoothing iron.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 poke (someone) between the buttocks.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 give (something) a boost; invigorate; increase




•
 
the director 
goosed up

 the star's grosses by making him funny.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cook someone's goose






see cook
 .









2.
 
what's sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander (also what’s good for the goose is good for the gander)








‹proverb›

 what is appropriate in one case is also appropriate in the other case in question.















– origin

 Old English 
gōs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gans

 and German 
Gans

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
anser

 and Greek 
khēn

 .






goose barnacle

 
gooseneck barnacle






noun




a stalked barnacle that hangs down from driftwood or other slow-moving floating objects, catching passing prey with its feathery legs.

[Genus 
Lepas

 , class 
Cirripedia

 .]













gooseberry

 
/ˈɡo͞osˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round edible yellowish-green or reddish berry with a thin translucent hairy skin.




2.
 
the thorny shrub that bears the gooseberry.

[
Ribes grossularia

 , family 
Grossulariaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the first element perhaps from goose
 , or perhaps based on Old French 
groseille

 , altered because of an unexplained association with the bird.





goosebumps

 
/ˈɡo͞osˌbəmps/






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for goose pimples
 .













Goose Creek






a city in southeastern South Carolina, a northwestern suburb of Charleston; pop. 37,900 (est. 2008).









goose egg

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 zero, especially a zero score in a game




•
 
once again, our team goes home with a big goose egg.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: with reference to the shape of the zero.






goosefish

 
/ˈɡo͞osˌfiSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bottom-dwelling anglerfish.

Also called monkfish
 . [Family 
Lophiidae

 : several species, in particular 
Lophius americanus

 of North American waters.]













gooseflesh

 
/ˈɡo͞osˌfleSH/





I.
 
noun




a pimply state of the skin with the hairs erect, produced by cold or fright.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: so named because the skin resembles that of a plucked goose.





goosefoot

 
/ˈɡo͞osfo͝ot/






noun




a plant of temperate regions with divided leaves that are said to resemble the foot of a goose. Some kinds are edible and many are common weeds.

[Genus 
Chenopodium

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]














goosegrass

 
/ˈɡo͞osɡras/






noun




another term for cleavers
 .














gooseneck

 
/ˈɡo͞osnek/






noun



1.
 
a support or pipe curved like a goose's neck


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a gooseneck lamp.










2.
 


[Sailing]

 a metal fitting at the end of a boom, connecting it to a pivot or ring near the base of the mast.














goose pimples

 
/ˈɡo͞os ˌpimpəlz/






plural noun




the pimples that form gooseflesh.













goose step

 
/ˈɡo͞os ˌstep/





I.
 
noun




a military marching step in which the legs are not bent at the knee.








II.
 
verb

 — (
goose-step

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
march with a goose step




•
 
soldiers goose-stepped outside.



















goosey

 
/ˈɡo͞osē /

 
goosy






adjective



1.
 
having or showing a quality considered to be characteristic of a goose, especially foolishness or nervousness.




2.
 


‹informal›

 exhibiting gooseflesh




•
 
I've gone all goosey.



















GOP






abbreviation




Grand Old Party (Republican Party).













gopak

 
/ˈɡōpak /

 
hopak





I.
 
noun




an energetic Ukrainian dance in duple time, traditionally performed by men.











– origin

 1920s: via Russian, from Ukrainian 
hopak

 .






gopher1


 
/ˈɡōfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pocket gopher

 )
 — a burrowing rodent with fur-lined pouches on the outside of the cheeks, found in North and Central America.

[Family 
Geomyidae

 : several genera and species.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for ground squirrel
 .




3.
 
(also 
gopher tortoise

 )
 — a tortoise of dry sandy regions that excavates tunnels as shelter from the sun, native to the southern US.

[
Gopherus polyphemus

 , family 
Testudinidae

 .]




4.
 
(also 
Gopher

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a menu-based system for Internet searching and document retrieval, largely superseded by the World Wide Web.

[1990s: named after the gopher mascot of the University of Minnesota, where the system was invented.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from Canadian French 
gaufre

 ‘honeycomb’ (because the gopher “honeycombs” the ground with its burrows).





gopher2


 
/ˈɡōfər/






noun




variant spelling of gofer
 .













gopher ball






noun






[Baseball]

 a pitch that is hit for a home run.














gopher snake






noun



1.
 
a large harmless yellowish-cream snake with darker markings, native to western North America.

[
Pituophis catenifer

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
blue gopher snake

 )
 — another term for indigo snake
 .













Gopher State






a nickname for the state of Minnesota
 .









gopher wood





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in biblical use) the timber from which Noah's ark was made, from an unidentified tree (Gen. 6:14).




2.
 
(
gopherwood

 )
 — either of two North American trees:

[● stinking cedar
 . ● yellowwood
 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
gopher

 from Hebrew 
gōp̱er

 .





gopik

 
/ˈɡōpik/






noun




a monetary unit of Azerbaijan, equal to one hundredth of a manat.













Gorakhpur

 
/ˈɡôrəkˌpo͝or/






an industrial city in northeastern India, in Uttar Pradesh, near the border with Nepal; pop. 719,100 (est. 2009).









goral

 
/ˈɡōrəl/





I.
 
noun




a long-haired goat-antelope with backward curving horns, found in mountainous regions of eastern Asia.

[Genus 
Nemorhaedus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: a local word in the Himalayas.





Gorbachev, Mikhail

 
/ˈɡôrbəˌCHôf/






(1931–), Soviet statesman, general secretary of the Communist Party of the former Soviet Union 1985–91 and president 1988–91; full name 
Mikhail Sergeevich Gorbachev

 . Domestically, he introduced major reforms (
glasnost

 and 
perestroika

 ), both in the economy and in freedom of information, and his foreign policy helped bring about an end to the Cold War. His resignation following the establishment of the Commonwealth of Independent States effectively dissolved the Soviet Union. Nobel Peace Prize (1990).









gorblimey

 
/ɡôrˈblīmē /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
exclamation




an expression of surprise or indignation.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
common; lower class.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of 
God blind me

 ; also in use as a noun in the early 20th cent. to denote various kinds of unusual clothing.





Gordian knot

 
/ˌɡôrdēən ˈnät/





I.
 
noun




an extremely difficult or involved problem.








II.
 
phrases





cut the Gordian knot






solve or remove a problem in a direct or forceful way, rejecting gentler or more indirect methods.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the legend that 
Gordius

 , king of Gordium, tied an intricate knot and prophesied that whoever untied it would become the ruler of Asia. It was cut through with a sword by Alexander the Great.





gordian worm






noun




another term for horsehair worm
 .













Gordimer, Nadine

 
/ˈɡôrdəmər/






(1923–2014), South African novelist and short-story writer. Her experience with the effects of apartheid underlies much of her work. Notable novels: 
The Conservationist

 (Booker Prize, 1974), 
Burger's Daughter

 (1979), and 
Get a Life

 (2005). Nobel Prize for Literature (1991).









gordita

 
/ˌɡôrˈdēdə/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican flatbread made from cornmeal and stuffed with meat, cheese, vegetables, or a sweet filling.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, literally ‘little fat one.’





Gordium

 
/ˈɡôrdēəm/






an ancient city in Asia Minor (now northwestern Turkey), the capital of Phrygia in the 8th and 9th centuries 
BC

 .









Gordon, Charles George

 
/ˈɡôrdn/






(1833–85), British general and colonial administrator. He is noted for crushing the Taiping Rebellion (1863–64) in China and for fighting Mahdist forces in Sudan in 1884.










Gordon setter





I.
 
noun




a setter of a black-and-tan breed, used as a gun dog.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the 4th Duke of 
Gordon

 (1743–1827), who promoted the breed.





Gordy, Berry

 
/ˈɡôrdē/






Jr. (1929–), US recording company and popular music producer. He founded Motown Records in 1959 and had huge success in the 1960s and 1970s, popularizing black rhythm-and-blues and soul music.









gore1


 
/ɡôr/





I.
 
noun




blood that has been shed, especially as a result of violence




•
 
the film omitted the 
blood and gore

 in order to avoid controversy.

















– origin

 Old English 
gor

 ‘dung, dirt,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
goor

 , Swedish 
gorr

 ‘muck, filth.’ The current sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





gore2


 
/ɡôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal such as a bull) pierce or stab with a horn or tusk.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stab, pierce’): of unknown origin.





gore3


 
/ɡôr/





I.
 
noun




a triangular or tapering piece of material used in making a garment, sail, or umbrella.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make with a gore-shaped piece of material


(as 
adj.

 
gored

 )


•
 
a gored skirt.

















– origin

 Old English 
gāra

 ‘triangular piece of land,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
geer

 and German 
Gehre

 , also probably to Old English 
gār

 ‘spear’ (a spearhead being triangular).





Gore, Al

 
/ɡôr/






(1948–), US vice president 1993–2001; full name 
Albert Arnold Gore, Jr.

 A Tennessee Democrat, he served in the US House of Representatives 1977–85 and US Senate 1985–93. He lost the 2000 presidential bid to George W. Bush in one of the closest and most controversial elections in US history. His book 
An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can Do About It

 (2006) was highly influential. Nobel Peace Prize (2007, shared with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change).









Górecki, Henryk

 
/ɡəˈretskē/






(1933–2010), Polish composer; full name 
Henryk Mikołaj Górecki

 . His works include the Third Symphony (1976), known as the 
Symphony of Sorrowful Songs

 .









Göreme

 
/ˌɡəˈremə/






a valley in Cappadocia in central Turkey, noted for its cave dwellings hollowed out of soft tufa rock. In the Byzantine era, these caves contained hermits' cells, monasteries, and more than 400 churches.









Gore-Tex

 
/ˈɡôrteks/






noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic waterproof fabric permeable to air and water vapor, used in outdoor and sports clothing.














gorge

 
/ɡôrj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow valley between hills or mountains, typically with steep rocky walls and a stream running through it.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the throat.




3.
 
the contents of the stomach.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 the neck of a bastion or other outwork; the rear entrance to a fortification.




5.
 
a mass of ice obstructing a narrow passage, especially a river.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat a large amount greedily; fill oneself with food




•
 
the river comes alive during March when fish 
gorge on

 caddisworms




•
 
we used to go to all the little restaurants there and 
gorge ourselves

 .














III.
 
phrases





one's gorge rises






one is sickened or disgusted




•
 
looking at it, Wendy felt her gorge rise.


















IV.
 
derivatives





gorger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
gorger

 , from 
gorge

 ‘throat,’ based on Latin 
gurges

 ‘whirlpool.’ The noun originally meant ‘throat’ and is from Old French 
gorge

 ; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





gorged

 
/ɡôrjd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 having the neck encircled by a coronet or collar, especially of a specified tincture.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
gorge

 ‘throat’ + -ed
 1
 .





gorgeous

 
/ˈɡôrjəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
beautiful; very attractive




•
 
gorgeous colors and exquisite decoration.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very pleasant




•
 
a short but gorgeous hot summer.














II.
 
derivatives





gorgeousness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (describing sumptuous clothing): from Old French 
gorgias

 ‘fine, elegant,’ of unknown origin.





gorgeously

 
/ˈɡôrjəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very attractive manner




•
 
a group of girls, all gorgeously dressed in silken gowns




•
 
the restaurant is gorgeously decorated.










2.
 
in a very pleasant or enjoyable manner




•
 
gorgeously sung traditional tunes.



















gorget

 
/ˈɡôrjət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an article of clothing that covered the throat.




2.
 
a piece of armor for the throat.




3.
 
a wimple.




4.
 
a patch of color on the throat of a bird or other animal, especially a hummingbird.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a piece of armor protecting the throat): from Old French 
gorgete

 , from 
gorge

 ‘throat’ (see gorge
 ).





gorgio

 
/ˈɡôrjēō/





I.
 
noun




the Gypsy name for a non-Gypsy.











– origin

 from Romany 
gorjo

 .






Gorgon

 
/ˈɡôrɡən /

 
gorgon





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 each of three sisters, Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa, with snakes for hair, who had the power to turn anyone who looked at them to stone.




2.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a fierce, frightening, or repulsive woman.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Gorgō

 , from 
gorgos

 ‘terrible.’





gorgoneion

 
/ˌɡôrɡəˈnēän/





I.
 
noun




a representation of a Gorgon's head.











– origin

 Greek, neuter of 
gorgoneios

 ‘of or relating to a Gorgon’ (see Gorgon
 ).





gorgonian

 
/ɡôrˈɡōnēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a colonial coral of an order distinguished by a horny, treelike skeleton, including the sea fans and precious red coral.

Also called horny coral. [Order 
Gorgonacea

 , class 
Anthozoa

 .]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Gorgons or gorgonians.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gorgonia

 , from Latin 
Gorgo

 (see Gorgon
 ), with reference to its petrifaction, + -an
 .






Gorgonzola

 
/ˌɡôrɡənˈzōlə/





I.
 
noun




a type of rich, strong-flavored Italian cheese with bluish-green veins.











– origin

 named after 
Gorgonzola

 , a village in northern Italy, where it was originally made.





gorilla

 
/ɡəˈrilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powerfully built great ape with a large head and short neck, found in the forests of central Africa. It is the largest living primate.

[
Gorilla gorilla

 , family 
Pongidae

 : three races (two 
lowland gorillas

 and the 
mountain gorilla

 ).]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a heavily built, aggressive-looking man.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a dominant contender within a particular sphere of operation or activity




•
 
the 800-lb gorilla of the home mortgage industry.

















– origin

 from an alleged African word for a wild or hairy person, found in the Greek account of the voyage of the Carthaginian explorer Hanno in the 5th or 6th cent. 
BC

 ; adopted in 1847 as the specific name of the ape.





Gorky

 
/ˈɡôrkē/






former name (1932–91) for Nizhni Novgorod
 .









Gorky, Arshile






(1904–48), US painter; born in Turkey. An exponent of abstract expressionism, he is best known for his work of the early 1940s, such as 
Waterfall

 (1943).









Gorky, Maxim






(1868–1936), Russian writer and revolutionary; pseudonym of 
Aleksei Maksimovich Peshkov

 . After the Russian Revolution, he was proclaimed the founder of the new, officially sanctioned socialist realism. Notable works: 
The Lower Depths

 (1901) and an autobiographical trilogy (1915–23).










Gorlovka

 
/ɡôrˈläfkə/






Russian name for Horlivka
 .









Gorno-Altai

 
/ˌɡôrnə älˈtī/






an autonomous republic in south central Russia, on the border with Mongolia; pop. 205,900 (est. 2009); capital, Gorno-Altaisk.









gorp

 
/ɡôrp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for trail mix
 .











– origin

 1970s: perhaps an acronym from 
good old raisins and peanuts

 .






gorse

 
/ɡôrs/





I.
 
noun




a yellow-flowered shrub of the pea family, the leaves of which are modified to form spines, native to western Europe and North Africa.

[Genus 
Ulex

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular the very spiny 
U. europaeus

 , which was introduced to North America.]








II.
 
derivatives





gorsy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gors

 , 
gorst

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘rough, prickly,’ shared by German 
Gerste

 and Latin 
hordeum

 ‘barley.’





gory

 
/ˈɡôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or showing violence and bloodshed




•
 
a gory horror film.










2.
 
covered in blood.








II.
 
phrases





the gory details








‹humorous›

 the explicit details of something




•
 
she told him the gory details of her past.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gorily

 
/-rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
goriness






noun





















gosh

 
/ɡäSH/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 


‹informal›

 used to express surprise or give emphasis




•
 
gosh, we envy you.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as a euphemism for “God”




•
 
a gosh-awful team.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: euphemism for God
 .





goshawk

 
/ˈɡäsˌhôk/





I.
 
noun




a large, short-winged hawk resembling a large sparrow hawk.

[Genus 
Accipiter

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : several species, in particular the 
northern goshawk

 (
A. gentilis

 ) of Eurasia and North America.]











– origin

 Old English 
gōshafoc

 , from 
gōs

 ‘goose’ + 
hafoc

 ‘hawk.’





gosht

 
/ɡōSHt/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 red meat (beef, lamb, or mutton)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gosht biryani.

















– origin

 from Hindi 
gośt

 .





gosling

 
/ˈɡäzliNG/





I.
 
noun




a young goose.











– origin

 Middle English (originally 
gesling

 ): from Old Norse 
gǽslingr

 , from 
gás

 ‘goose’ + -ling
 , later altered by association with goose
 .





go-slow

 
/ˈɡō ˈˌslō/





I.
 
adjective




(of a proposal or course of action) cautious and prudent




•
 
a go-slow policy for the building of nuclear plants.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a strategy or tactic, especially a form of protest, in which work or progress is delayed or slowed down




•
 
a reported go-slow by mechanics.



















gospel

 
/ˈɡäspəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the teaching or revelation of Christ




•
 
it is the Church's mission to preach the gospel.










2.
 
(also 
gospel truth

 )
 — a thing that is absolutely true




•
 
they say it's sold out, but don't take that as gospel.










3.
 
a set of principles or beliefs




•
 
the new economics unit has produced what it reckons to be the approved gospel.











4.

a.
 
(
Gospel

 )
 — the record of Jesus' life and teaching in the first four books of the New Testament.




b.
 
each of the first four books of the New Testament.




c.
 
a portion from one of the Gospels read at a church service.





The four Gospels ascribed to St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John all give an account of the ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ, although the Gospel of John differs greatly from the other three. There are also several later, apocryphal accounts that are recorded as Gospels.




5.
 
(also 
gospel music

 )
 — a fervent style of black American evangelical religious singing, developed from spirituals sung in Southern Baptist and Pentecostal churches


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gospel singers.

















– origin

 Old English 
gōdspel

 , from 
gōd

 ‘good’ + 
spel

 ‘news, a story’ (see spell
 2
 ), translating ecclesiastical Latin 
bona annuntiatio

 or 
bonus nuntius

 , used to gloss ecclesiastical Latin 
evangelium

 , from Greek 
euangelion

 ‘good news’ (see evangel
 ); after the vowel was shortened in Old English, the first syllable was mistaken for 
god

 ‘God.’





gospeler

 
/ˈɡäspələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 gospeller






noun



1.
 
a person who zealously teaches or professes faith in the gospel.




2.
 
(in church use) the reader of the Gospel in a Communion service.













gospelize

 
/ˈɡäspəˌlīz/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹rare›

 preach the Gospel to; convert to Christianity.




2.
 
convert (a piece of music) to the style of gospel music




•
 
she gospelizes the hymn “Let There Be Peace.”



















Gospel side






noun




(in a church) the north side of the altar, at which the Gospel is read.













gossamer

 
/ˈɡäsəmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine, filmy substance consisting of cobwebs spun by small spiders, which is seen especially in autumn.




2.
 
used to refer to something very light, thin, and insubstantial or delicate




•
 
in the light from the table lamp, his hair was blond gossamer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
gossamer wings.














II.
 
derivatives





gossamery

 
/ˈɡäsəmərē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: apparently from goose
 + summer
 1
 , perhaps from the time of year around St. Martin's summer, i.e., early November, when geese were eaten (gossamer being common then).





gossamer-thin






adjective



1.
 
very light and thin




•
 
the gossamer-thin spring-roll pastry




•
 
the gossamer-thin muscle that controls eye movement.










2.
 
(of an account) weak and unconvincing or unsubstantial




•
 
the gossamer-thin and silly plot.



















gossan

 
/ˈɡäsən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 
[Mining]

 an iron-containing secondary deposit, largely consisting of oxides and typically yellowish or reddish, occurring above a deposit of a metallic ore.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






gossip

 
/ˈɡäsəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
casual or unconstrained conversation or reports about other people, typically involving details that are not confirmed as being true




•
 
he became the subject of much local gossip.










2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who likes talking about other people's private lives.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in gossip




•
 
they would start 
gossiping about

 her as soon as she left.














III.
 
derivatives





gossiper

 
/ˈɡäsəpər /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
godsibb

 ‘godfather, godmother, baptismal sponsor,’ literally ‘a person related to one in God,’ from 
god

 ‘God’ + 
sibb

 ‘a relative’ (see sib
 ). In Middle English the sense was ‘a close friend, a person with whom one gossips,’ hence ‘a person who gossips,’ later (early 19th cent.) ‘idle talk’ (from the verb, which dates from the early 17th cent).





gossip column

 
/ˈɡäsəp ˈkäləm/





I.
 
noun




a section of a newspaper devoted to gossip about well-known people.








II.
 
derivatives





gossip columnist






noun





















gossip mill






noun




another term for rumor mill
 :




•
 
the Hollywood gossip mill has gone into overdrive this week with reports that one of its hottest couples are on the verge of splitting up.



















gossipmonger

 
/ˈɡäsəpˌməNGɡər/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who habitually passes on confidential information or spreads rumors.













gossipy

 
/ˈɡäsəpē/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by casual conversation or reports about other people




•
 
his latest book is a gossipy memoir




•
 
the booths are nice for a gossipy chat.










2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 enjoying talking about other people's private lives




•
 
she has to deal with gossipy neighbors.



















gossoon

 
/ɡäˈso͞on/





I.
 
noun






(Irish)

 a lad.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
garçon

 ‘boy.’





gossypol

 
/ˈɡäsəˌpôl, -ˌpäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic crystalline compound present in cottonseed oil.

[A polycyclic phenol; chem. formula: C30
 H30
 O8
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gossypium

 (genus name), from Latin 
gossypinum, -pion

 ‘cotton plant’ (of unknown origin) + -ol
 .





got

 
/ɡät/





I.
 
past and past participle of get
 .







usage:

 See usage at gotten
 .





gotcha

 
/ˈɡäCHə /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




I have got you (used to express satisfaction at having captured or defeated someone or uncovered their faults).








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an instance of publicly tricking someone or exposing them to ridicule, especially by means of an elaborate deception.











– origin

 1930s: representing a pronunciation.





go-team






noun




a group of investigators who can be dispatched immediately to investigate accidents, attacks, and the like




•
 
a go-team from the National Transportation Safety Board is en route to the scene.




















Göteborg

 
/ˌyətəˈbôryə/






Swedish name of Gothenburg
 .










Goth

 
/ɡäTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Germanic people that invaded the Roman Empire from the east between the 3rd and 5th centuries. The eastern division, the Ostrogoths, founded a kingdom in Italy, while the Visigoths went on to found one in Spain.




2.
 
(
goth

 )
 — a style of rock music derived from punk, typically with apocalyptic or mystical lyrics.




3.
 
a member of a subculture favoring black clothing, white and black makeup, and goth music.











– origin

 Old English 
Gota

 , superseded in Middle English by the adoption of late Latin 
Gothi

 (plural), from Greek 
Gothoi

 , from Gothic 
Gutthiuda

 ‘the Gothic people.’





Goth.






abbreviation




Gothic.













Gotham

 
/ˈɡäTHəm/






a nickname for New York City, used originally by Washington Irving and now associated with the Batman stories.










Gothenburg

 
/ˈɡäTHənˌbərɡ/






a seaport in southwestern Sweden, on the Kattegat strait; pop. 500,197 (2008). It is the second largest city in Sweden.

Swedish name Göteborg
 .









Gothic

 
/ˈɡäTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Goths or their extinct East Germanic language, which provides the earliest manuscript evidence of any Germanic language (4th–6th centuries 
AD

 ).




2.
 
of or in the style of architecture prevalent in western Europe in the 12th–16th centuries, characterized by pointed arches, rib vaults, and flying buttresses, together with large windows and elaborate tracery.




3.
 
(also 
Gothick

 )
 — 

‹pseudoarchaic›

 belonging to or redolent of the Dark Ages; portentously gloomy or horrifying




•
 
19th-century Gothic horror.










4.
 
(of lettering) of or derived from the angular style of handwriting with broad vertical downstrokes used in western Europe from the 13th century, including Fraktur and black-letter typefaces.




5.
 
(
gothic

 )
 — of or relating to goths or their rock music.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the language of the Goths.




2.
 
the Gothic style of architecture.




3.
 
Gothic type.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Gothically

 
/ˈɡäTHək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
Gothicism

 
/ˈɡäTHəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from French 
gothique

 or late Latin 
gothicus

 , from 
Gothi

 (see Goth
 ). It was used in the 17th and 18th centuries to mean ‘not classical’ (i.e., not Greek or Roman), and hence to refer to medieval architecture that did not follow classical models (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective) and a typeface based on medieval handwriting (
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective).





Gothic novel






noun




an English genre of fiction popular in the 18th to early 19th centuries, characterized by an atmosphere of mystery and horror and having a pseudomedieval setting.













Gothic Revival





I.
 
noun




the renewed popularity of the Gothic style of architecture towards the middle of the 19th century




•
 
the Gothic Revival was in its heyday between 1855 and 1885




•
 
one hallmark of the Gothic Revival is the pointed arch.














II.
 
adjective




of or in a 19th-century style of architecture characterized by the revival of medieval Gothic forms




•
 
a Gothic Revival building.














III.
 
derivatives





Gothic Revivalist






noun, adjective





















Gotland

 
/ˈɡätˌland, ˈɡôtˌlänt/






an island and province of Sweden, in the Baltic Sea; pop. 57,004 (2008).









go-to






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting a person or thing that may be relied on or is regularly sought out in a particular situation




•
 
a relentlessly hands-on manager who is the 
go-to guy

 for any issues related to the 17-day festival.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Sports]

 
(US)

 denoting a member of a sports team who can be relied on to score points if given the opportunity.













gotta

 
/ˈɡädə/






contraction




have got to (not acceptable in standard use)




•
 
you gotta be careful.



















gotten

 
/ˈɡätn /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
past participle of get
 .







usage:

 As past participles of 
get

 , the words 
got

 and 
gotten

 both date back to Middle English. In North American English, 
got

 and 
gotten

 are not identical in use. 
Gotten

 usually implies the process of obtaining something (he has 
gotten

 two tickets for the show), while 
got

 implies the state of possession or ownership (he hasn't 
got

 any money).






Götterdämmerung

 
/ˌɡädərˈdaməro͝oNG/





I.
 
(in Germanic mythology) the downfall of the gods.







– origin

 German, literally ‘twilight of the gods,’ popularized by Wagner's use of the word as the title of the last opera of the Ring cycle.





Göttingen

 
/ˈɡœtiNGən/






a town in northern central Germany, on the Leine River; pop. 121,600 (est. 2006). It is noted for its university.









GOTV





I.
 
noun






(US)

 organized efforts by a political party or campaign to encourage people to vote in an election




•
 
the Democrats are doing some great GOTV in various parts of the country




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the GOTV plan is often overlooked because other campaign issues are allowed to take precedence.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation of get out the vote
 .





gouache

 
/ɡwäSH ɡo͞oˈäSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a method of painting using opaque pigments ground in water and thickened with a gluelike substance.




2.
 
opaque watercolor of the type used in gouache painting.




3.
 
a picture painted using the gouache method.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from Italian 
guazzo

 .





Gouda

 
/ˈɡo͞odə/






noun




a flat round cheese with a yellow rind, originally made in the town of Gouda in the Netherlands.














gouge

 
/ɡouj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chisel with a concave blade, used in carpentry, sculpture, and surgery.




2.
 
an indentation or groove made by gouging.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a groove, hole, or indentation) with or as if with a gouge




•
 
the channel had been 
gouged out

 by the ebbing water.










2.
 
make a rough hole or indentation in (a surface), especially so as to mar or disfigure it




•
 
he had wielded the blade inexpertly, gouging the grass in several places.










3.
 
(
gouge something out

 )
 — cut or force something out roughly or brutally




•
 
one of his eyes had been gouged out.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 overcharge; swindle




•
 
the airline ends up gouging the very passengers it is supposed to assist.














III.
 
derivatives





gouger






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
gubia

 , 
gulbia

 , perhaps of Celtic origin; compare with Old Irish 
gulba

 ‘beak’ and Welsh 
gylf

 ‘beak, pointed instrument.’





gougère

 
/ɡo͞oˈZHer/





I.
 
noun




a puff of choux pastry flavored with cheese (usually Gruyère), often stuffed with a savory filling.











– origin

 French.





goulash

 
/ˈɡo͞oˌläSH ˈɡo͞oˌlaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a highly seasoned Hungarian soup or stew of meat and vegetables, flavored with paprika.




2.
 
(in informal bridge) a redealing of the four hands (unshuffled, with each hand arranged in suits and order of value) after no player has bid. The cards are usually dealt in batches of five, five, and three, and the resulting hands may have very uneven distributions.











– origin

 from Hungarian 
gulyás-hús

 , from 
gulyás

 ‘herdsman’ + 
hús

 ‘meat’; 
sense

 2 (dating from the 1920s) is an extended use.





Gould, Glenn

 
/ɡo͞old/






(1932–82), Canadian pianist and composer; full name 
Glenn Herbert Gould

 . Best known for his performances of works by Bach, he retired from the concert platform in 1964 to concentrate on recording and broadcasting.









Gould, Jay






(1836–92), US financier; full name 
Jason Gould

 . With James Fisk and Daniel Drew 1797–1879, he gained control of the Erie Railroad in 1868 through stock manipulation. With Fisk, he attempted to corner the gold market, an effort that created the Black Friday panic on September 24, 1869.









Gould, Stephen Jay






(1941–2002), US paleontologist. A noted popularizer of science, he studied modifications of Darwinian evolutionary theory, proposed the concept of punctuated equilibrium, and wrote on the social context of scientific theory. Notable works: 
Ever Since Darwin

 (1977), 
Bully for Brontosaurus

 (1992), 
The Lying Stones of Marrakesh: Penultimate Reflections in Natural History

 (2000), and 
The Structure of Evolutionary Theory

 (2002).









Gounod, Charles François

 
/ɡo͞oˈnō/






(1818–93), French composer, conductor, and organist. He is best known for his opera 
Faust

 (1859).









gourami

 
/ɡəˈrämē/





I.
 
noun




a small, brightly colored Asian labyrinth fish, popular in aquariums. It builds a nest of bubbles, which is typically guarded by the male.

[
Belontiidae

 and related families: several species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Malay 
gurami

 .





gourd

 
/ɡôrd ɡo͝ord/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fleshy, typically large fruit with a hard skin, some varieties of which are edible.




2.
 
a drinking container, water container, or ornament made from the hard hollowed and dried skin of a gourd.




3.
 
a climbing or trailing plant that bears gourds.

[Family 
Cucurbitaceae

 (the 
gourd family

 ): several genera and species, including the colored 
ornamental gourds

 (
Cucurbita pepo

 var. 
ovifera

 ). The gourd family also includes the marrows, squashes, pumpkins, melons, and cucumbers.]








II.
 
phrases





out of one's gourd





a.
 


‹informal›

 out of one's mind; crazy.




b.
 
under the influence or alcohol or drugs




•
 
he was obviously stoned out of his gourd.


















III.
 
derivatives





gourdful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gourde

 , based on Latin 
cucurbita

 .





gourde

 
/ɡo͝ord/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Haiti, equal to 100 centimes.











– origin

 the Franco-American name for a dollar.






gourmand

 
/ˌɡo͝orˈmänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who enjoys eating and often eats too much.




2.
 
a connoisseur of good food.








II.
 
derivatives





gourmandism

 
/ˈɡo͝ormənˌdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 The words 
gourmand

 and 
gourmet

 overlap in meaning but are not identical. Both mean ‘a connoisseur of good food,’ but 
gourmand

 more usually means ‘a person who enjoys eating and often overeats.’





gourmandize

 
/ˈɡo͝ormənˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indulge in good eating; eat greedily.








II.
 
noun




the action of indulging in or being a connoisseur of good eating.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from French 
gourmandise

 , from 
gourmand

 ; the verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





gourmet

 
/ˌɡôrˈmā ˌɡo͝orˈmā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a connoisseur of good food; a person with a discerning palate.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of a kind or standard suitable for a gourmet




•
 
a gourmet meal.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, originally meaning ‘wine taster,’ influenced by gourmand
 . / 
usage:

 On the distinction between 
gourmet

 and 
gourmand

 , see usage at gourmand
 .





gout

 
/ɡout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disease in which defective metabolism of uric acid causes arthritis, especially in the smaller bones of the feet, deposition of chalkstones, and episodes of acute pain.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a drop or spot, especially of blood, smoke, or flame




•
 


gouts of

 flame and phlegm.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
goutiness

 
/ˈɡoudēnəs /






noun













2.
 
gouty

 
/ˈɡoudē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
goute

 , from medieval Latin 
gutta

 , literally ‘drop’ (because gout was believed to be caused by the dropping of diseased matter from the blood into the joints).





goutweed

 
/ˈɡoutwēd/






noun




ground elder, which was formerly used to treat gout.













gov.






abbreviation



1.
 
government.




2.
 
governor.














govern

 
/ˈɡəvərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conduct the policy, actions, and affairs of (a state, organization, or people)




•
 
he was incapable of governing the country




•
 (as 
adj.

 
governing

 )
 
the governing coalition.










2.
 
control, influence, or regulate (a person, action, or course of events)




•
 
the future of Jamaica will be governed by geography, not history.










3.
 
(
govern oneself

 )
 — conduct oneself, especially with regard to controlling one's emotions




•
 
men would give in to passion and become unable to govern themselves.










4.
 
serve to decide (a legal case).




5.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word) require that (another word or group of words) be in a particular case




•
 
the Latin preposition “cum” governs nouns in the ablative.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
governability

 
/ˌɡəvərnəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
governable

 
/ˈɡəvərnəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
governer

 , from Latin 
gubernare

 ‘to steer, rule,’ from Greek 
kubernan

 ‘to steer.’





governance

 
/ˈɡəvərnəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or manner of governing




•
 
a more responsive system of governance will be required.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 sway; control




•
 
what, shall King Henry be a pupil still, 
under

 the surly Gloucester's 
governance

 ?

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
governer

 (see govern
 ).





governess

 
/ˈɡəvərnəs/





I.
 
noun




a woman employed to teach children in a private household.











– origin

 Middle English (originally 
governeress

 , denoting a female ruler): from Old French 
governeresse

 , feminine of 
governeour

 ‘governor,’ from Latin 
gubernator

 , from 
gubernare

 (see govern
 ).





governing body

 
/ˈɡəvərniNG ˈbädē/






noun




a group of people who formulate the policy and direct the affairs of an institution in partnership with the managers, especially on a voluntary or part-time basis




•
 
the school's governing body.



















government

 
/ˈɡəvər(n)mənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the governing body of a nation, state, or community




•
 
an agency of the federal government




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
government controls.










2.
 
the system by which a nation, state, or community is governed




•
 
a secular, pluralistic, democratic government.










3.
 
the action or manner of controlling or regulating a nation, organization, or people




•
 
rules for the government of the infirmary.










4.
 
the group of people in office at a particular time; administration




•
 
the election of the new government.










5.
 
another term for political science
 .




6.
 


[Grammar]

 the relation between a governed and a governing word.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
governement

 , from 
governer

 (see govern
 ).





governmental

 
/ˌɡəvər(n)ˈmen(t)əl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the government of a country or state




•
 
a governmental agency




•
 
governmental intervention in the economy.














II.
 
derivatives





governmentally

 
/ˌɡəvər(n)ˈmen(t)əlē /






adverb





















Government House

 
/ˈɡəvər(n)mənt ˈɡəvə(r)mənt hous/






noun






(Brit.)

 the official residence of a governor, especially in a colony or Commonwealth state that regards the British monarch as head of state.













government-issue

 
/ˈɡəvərməntˌiSH(y)o͞o/






adjective




(of equipment) provided by the government.













government securities

 
/ˈɡəvər(n)mənt ˈɡəvə(r)mənt səˈkyo͝orədēz/






plural noun




bonds or other promissory certificates issued by the government.













government surplus






noun




unused equipment sold by the government.













governmentwide

 
/ˈɡəvər(n)məntˌwīd/






adjective, adverb




affecting or involving all areas and departments of government




•
 
a governmentwide program to determine if work in the nation's forests could be done better by private contractors.



















governor

 
/ˈɡəv(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the elected executive head of a state of the US.




2.
 
an official appointed to govern a town or region.




3.
 
the representative of the British Crown in a colony or in a Commonwealth state that regards the monarch as head of state.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 the head of a public institution




•
 
the governor of the Bank of England.










5.
 
a member of a governing body.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the person in authority; one's employer.




7.
 
a device automatically regulating the supply of fuel, steam, or water to a machine, ensuring uniform motion or limiting speed.








II.
 
derivatives





governorate

 
/ˈɡəv(ə)nərət /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
governeour

 , from Latin 
gubernator

 , from 
gubernare

 (see govern
 ).





governor general






noun



1.
 
the chief representative of the Crown in a Commonwealth country of which the British monarch is head of state.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an analogous representative of another Crown.













governorship

 
/ˈɡəv(ə)nərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the office or position of being the elected executive head of a state of the US




•
 
his campaign for the governorship of California.










2.
 
the office or position of being governor of a town, region, or public institution




•
 
the governorship of the bank.










3.
 
the office or position of being the representative of the British Crown in a colony or in a Commonwealth state that regards the monarch as head of state




•
 
the governorship of Bermuda was traditionally one of the most prestigious posts.



















govt.






abbreviation




government




•
 
local govt.



















gowan

 
/ˈɡōən/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a wild white or yellow flower, especially a daisy.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably a variant of dialect 
gollan

 , denoting various yellow-flowered plants, perhaps related to Old English 
golde

 ‘marigold.’





gowk

 
/ɡouk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 an awkward or foolish person (often as a general term of abuse).




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 a cuckoo.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old Norse 
gaukr

 .






gown

 
/ɡoun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long dress, typically having a close-fitting bodice and a flared or flowing skirt, worn on formal occasions




•
 
a silk ball gown.










2.
 
a dressing gown.




3.
 
a protective garment worn in a hospital, either by a staff member during surgery or by a patient.




4.
 
a loose cloak indicating one's profession or status, worn by a lawyer, teacher, academic, or college student.




5.
 
the members of a college as distinct from the permanent residents of the college town




•
 
efforts are underway to improve town-gown relations.







Often contrasted with town
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (
be gowned

 )


1.
 
be dressed in a gown




•
 
she was gowned in luminous silk.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
goune

 , from late Latin 
gunna

 ‘fur garment’; probably related to Byzantine Greek 
gouna

 ‘fur, fur-lined garment.’





Gowon, Yakubu

 
/ˈɡōwən/






(1934–), Nigerian general and statesman, head of state 1966–75.









goy

 
/ɡoi/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a Jewish name for a non-Jew.








II.
 
derivatives





goyish






adjective



















– origin

 from Hebrew 
gōy

 ‘people, nation.’





Goya

 
/ˈɡoiə/






(1746–1828), Spanish painter and etcher; full name 
Francisco José de Goya y Lucientes

 . He is known for his works concerning the French occupation of Spain 1808–14, including 
The Shootings of May 3rd 1808

 (1814) and 
The Disasters of War

 (1810–14), depicting the cruelty and horror of war.









Gozo

 
/ˈɡōzō/






an island in northwest Malta, to the northwest of the main island of Malta.









GP

 
/ˌjē ˈpē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 short for general practitioner
 :




•
 
talk over any worries with your GP




•
 
her GP prescribed an antibiotic.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





GPA






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 grade point average.













g.p.d.

 
GPD
 , gpd






abbreviation




gallons per day.













gph






abbreviation




gallons per hour.













gpm






abbreviation




gallons per minute.













GPO






abbreviation



1.
 
general post office.




2.
 
Government Printing Office.













GPRS






abbreviation




general packet radio services, a technology for radio transmission of small packets of data, especially between mobile phones and the Internet.













GPS

 
/jēːpēːˈes/






abbreviation




Global Positioning System, an accurate worldwide navigational and surveying facility based on the reception of signals from an array of orbiting satellites.













g.p.s.

 
GPS
 , gps






abbreviation




gallons per second.













GPU





I.
 
a Soviet secret police agency 1922–23.

See also OGPU
 .







– origin

 abbreviation of Russian 
Gosudarstvennoe politicheskoe upravlenie

 ‘State Political Directorate.’





GQ






abbreviation




general quarters.













gr

 
gr.






abbreviation



1.
 
grain(s).




2.
 
gram(s).




3.
 
gray.




4.
 
gross.














Graafian follicle

 
/ˌɡräfēən ˈfälikəl/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a fluid-filled structure in the mammalian ovary within which an ovum develops before ovulation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after R. de 
Graaf

 (1641–73), Dutch anatomist.






grab

 
/ɡrab/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grasp or seize suddenly and roughly




•
 
she grabbed him by the shirt collar




•
 
she grabbed her keys and rushed out.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
grab at/for

 )
 — make a sudden snatch at




•
 
he grabbed at the handle, missed, and nearly fell.










3.
 


‹informal›

 obtain or get (something) quickly or opportunistically, sometimes unscrupulously




•
 
I'll grab another drink while there's still time




•
 
someone's grabbed my seat.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a brake on a vehicle) grip the wheel harshly or jerkily




•
 
the brakes grabbed very badly.










5.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 attract the attention of; make an impression on




•
 
how does that grab you?














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a quick, sudden clutch or attempt to seize




•
 
he 
made a grab at

 the pistol.










2.
 
an act of obtaining something opportunistically or unscrupulously




•
 
they used the law to effect a land grab.










3.
 
a mechanical device for clutching, lifting, and moving things, especially materials in bulk.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a bar or strap for people to hold on to for support or in a moving vehicle




•
 
for elderly people, grab rails at strategic places are likely to prevent accidents.










5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 a frame of video or television footage, digitized and stored as a still image in a computer memory for subsequent display, printing, or editing




•
 
a screen grab from Wednesday's program.














III.
 
phrases





up for grabs








‹informal›

 available; obtainable




•
 
great prizes up for grabs.


















IV.
 
derivatives





grabber

 
/ˈɡrabər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
grabben

 ; perhaps related to grip
 , gripe
 , and grope
 .






grab bag

 
/ˈɡrab ˌbaɡ/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a container from which a person chooses a wrapped item at random, without knowing the contents.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an assortment of miscellaneous items.













grabble

 
/ˈɡrabəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 feel or search with the hands; grope about.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 sprawl or tumble on all fours.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Dutch 
grabbelen

 ‘scramble for a thing,’ from Middle Dutch 
grabben

 (see grab
 ).





grabby

 
/ˈɡrabē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 having or showing a selfish desire for something; greedy.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 attracting attention; arousing people's interest




•
 
a grabby angle on a news story.



















graben

 
/ˈɡräbən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an elongated block of the earth's crust lying between two faults and displaced downward relative to the blocks on either side, as in a rift valley.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Graben

 ‘a ditch.’






grace

 
/ɡrās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
simple elegance or refinement of movement




•
 
she moved through the water with effortless grace.










2.
 
courteous goodwill




•
 
at least he has the grace to admit his debt to her.










3.
 
(
graces

 )
 — an attractively polite manner of behaving




•
 
she has all 
the social graces

 .










4.
 
(in Christian belief) the free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of blessings.




5.
 
a divinely given talent or blessing




•
 
the graces of the Holy Spirit.










6.
 
the condition or fact of being favored by someone




•
 
he fell from grace because of drug use at the Olympics.










7.
 
(also 
grace period

 )
 — a period officially allowed for payment of a sum due or for compliance with a law or condition, especially an extended period granted as a special favor




•
 
another three days' grace.










8.
 
a short prayer of thanks said before or after a meal




•
 
before dinner the Reverend Newman said grace.










9.
 
(
His

 , 
Her

 , or 
Your

 
Grace

 )
 — used as forms of description or address for a duke, duchess, or archbishop




•
 
His Grace, the Duke of Atholl.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do honor or credit to (someone or something) by one's presence




•
 
she bowed out from the sport she has graced for two decades.










2.
 
(of a person or thing) be an attractive presence in or on; adorn




•
 
Ms. Pasco has graced the front pages of magazines like 
Elle

 and 
Vogue

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in someone's good (or bad) graces






be regarded by someone with favor (or disfavor).









2.
 
there but for the grace of God (go I)






used to acknowledge one's good fortune in avoiding another's mistake or misfortune.









3.
 
the (Three) Graces








[Greek Mythology]

 three beautiful goddesses (Aglaia, Thalia, and Euphrosyne), daughters of Zeus. They were believed to personify and bestow charm, grace, and beauty.









4.
 
with good (or bad) grace






in a willing and happy (or reluctant and resentful) manner.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
gratia

 , from 
gratus

 ‘pleasing, thankful’; related to grateful
 .





grace-and-favor

 
/ˌɡrāsənˈfāvər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 denoting accommodations occupied by permission of a sovereign or government.













graceful

 
/ˈɡrāsfəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing grace or elegance




•
 
she was a tall girl, slender and graceful.














II.
 
derivatives





gracefulness

 
/ˈɡrāsfəlnəs /






noun





















gracefully

 
/ˈɡrāsfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an attractively elegant way




•
 
the boat glides gracefully through the water




•
 
he has aged gracefully.










2.
 
in a respectful and dignified way




•
 
I will gracefully bow out of the discussion.



















graceless

 
/ˈɡrāsləs/





I.
 
adjective




lacking grace, elegance, or charm.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gracelessly






adverb













2.
 
gracelessness






noun





















grace note

 
/ˈɡrās ˌnōt/






noun






[Music]

 an extra note added as an embellishment and not essential to the harmony or melody.













Gracias a Dios, Cape

 
/ˈɡräsyäs ä ˈdē-ōs/






a cape that forms the eastern end of the Mosquito Coast in Central America, on the border between Nicaragua and Honduras.









gracile

 
/ˈɡrasəl ˈɡraˌsīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anthropology]

 (of a hominid species) of slender build.




2.
 


[Anthropology]

 (of a person) slender or thin, especially in a charming or attractive way.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
gracilis

 ‘slender.’





gracilis

 
/ˈɡrasələs /

 
gracilis muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a slender superficial muscle of the inner thigh.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘slender.’





gracility

 
/ɡraˈsilədē ɡrəˈsilədē/






noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the state of being gracefully slender.




2.
 


‹formal›

 (with reference to a literary style) plain simplicity.













gracioso

 
/ˌɡrāSHēˈōsō, ˌɡräsē-/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish comedy) a buffoon or clown.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘gracious.’





gracious

 
/ˈɡrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
courteous, kind, and pleasant




•
 
smiling and gracious in defeat.










2.
 
elegant and tasteful, especially as exhibiting wealth or high social status




•
 
the British painter specialized in gracious Victorian interiors




•
 
gracious living.










3.
 
(in Christian belief) showing divine grace




•
 
I am saved by God's gracious intervention on my behalf.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a polite epithet used of royalty or their acts




•
 
the accession of Her present gracious Majesty.














II.
 
exclamation




expressing polite surprise.








III.
 
derivatives





graciousness

 
/ˈɡrāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
gratiosus

 , from 
gratia

 ‘esteem, favor’ (see grace
 ).





graciously

 
/ˈɡrāSHəslē/






adverb




in a courteous, kind, and pleasant manner




•
 
he smiled graciously




•
 
Helen graciously accepted the award.




















grackle

 
/ˈɡrakəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a songbird of the American blackbird family, the male of which has shiny black plumage with a blue-green sheen.

[Several genera and species, family 
Icteridae

 , in particular the 
common grackle

 (
Quiscalus quiscula

 ).]




2.
 
another term for an Asian mynah or starling, with mainly black plumage.

[
Gracula

 and other genera, family 
Sturnidae

 ; 
southern grackle

 is another term for grackle
 (see mynah
 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gracula

 , from Latin 
graculus

 ‘jackdaw.’





grad

 
/ɡrad/






noun




informal term for graduate
 .













grad.






abbreviation



1.
 
gradient.




2.
 
graduate.




3.
 
graduated.














gradable

 
/ˈɡrādəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 denoting an adjective that can be used in the comparative and superlative and take a submodifier.

Contrasted with classifying
 .








II.
 
derivatives





gradability

 
/ˌɡrādəˈbilitē /






noun





















gradate

 
/ˈɡrādāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
pass or cause to pass by gradations from one shade of color to another


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the black background gradated toward a dark purple.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange in steps or grades of size, amount, or quality


(as 
adj.

 
gradated

 )


•
 
the Temple compound became a series of concentric circles of gradated purity.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: back-formation from gradation
 .






gradation

 
/ɡrāˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a scale or a series of successive changes, stages, or degrees




•
 
within the woodpecker family, there is a gradation of drilling ability.










2.
 
a stage or change in a series of successive degrees




•
 
minute gradations of distance.










3.
 
a minute change from one shade, tone, or color to another




•
 
amorphous shapes in subtle gradations of green and blue.










4.
 
(in historical linguistics) another term for ablaut
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gradational

 
/ɡrāˈdāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
gradationally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
gradatio(n-)

 , based on 
gradus

 ‘step.’






grade

 
/ɡrād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular level of rank, quality, proficiency, intensity, or value




•
 
sea salt is usually available in coarse or fine grades




•
 
grade AA butter.










2.
 
a level in a salary or employment structure.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a mark indicating the quality of a student's work




•
 
I got good grades last semester.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 an examination, especially in music




•
 
I took grade five and got a distinction.










5.
 
(with specifying ordinal number) those students in a school or school system who are grouped by age or ability for teaching at a particular level for a year




•
 
she teaches first grade.










6.
 
(in historical linguistics) one in a series of related root forms exhibiting ablaut.




7.
 


[Zoology]

 a group of animals at a similar evolutionary level.




8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gradient or slope




•
 
just over the crest of a long seven percent grade.










9.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a variety of cattle produced by crossing with a superior breed




•
 
grade stock.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be graded

 )


1.
 
arrange in or allocate to grades; class or sort




•
 
they are graded according to thickness




•
 (as 
adj.

 
graded

 )
 
carefully graded exercises.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 give a mark to (a student or a piece of work).




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pass gradually from one level, especially a shade of color, into another




•
 
the sky graded from blue to white on the horizon.










4.
 
reduce (a road) to an easy gradient.




5.
 
cross (livestock) with a superior breed.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at grade








(N. Amer.)

 on the same level




•
 
the crossing at grade of two streets.















2.
 
make the grade








‹informal›

 succeed; reach the desired standard.















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
gradus

 ‘step.’ Originally used as a unit of measurement of angles (a degree of arc), the term later referred to degrees of merit or quality.





grade book






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a book in which marks for a student's work are recorded




•
 
teachers were asked to provide copies of grade books and lesson plans




•
 
his high school grade book is dotted with “excellent” marks.




















grade crossing

 
/ɡrād ˈkrôsiNG ˈkräsiNG/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where a railroad and a road, or two railroad lines, cross at the same level.













grade point






noun




a numerical value assigned to a letter grade received in a course at a college or university, multiplied by the number of credits awarded for the course.













grade point average

 
/ /

 
GPA






noun




an indication of a student's academic achievement at a college or university, calculated as the total number of grade points received over a given period divided by the total number of credits awarded.













grader

 
/ˈɡrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that grades.




2.
 
a wheeled machine for leveling the ground, especially in making roads.




3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a student of a specified grade in a school




•
 
first-grader.



















grade school

 
/ˈɡrād ˌsko͞ol/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an elementary school.








II.
 
derivatives





grade schooler






noun





















gradience

 
/ˈɡrādēəns/






noun






[Linguistics]

 the absence of a clear-cut boundary between one category and another, for example between 
cup

 and 
mug

 in semantics.













gradient

 
/ˈɡrādēənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inclined part of a road or railway; a slope




•
 
fail-safe brakes for use on steep gradients.










2.
 
the degree of a slope




•
 
the path becomes very rough as the gradient increases.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the degree of steepness of a graph at any point.




4.
 


[Physics]

 an increase or decrease in the magnitude of a property (e.g., temperature, pressure, or concentration) observed in passing from one point or moment to another.




5.
 
the rate of a gradient change.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the vector formed by the operator ∇ acting on a scalar function at a given point in a scalar field.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from grade
 , on the pattern of 
salient

 .





gradine

 
/ˈɡrādēn /

 
gradin





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a low step or ledge, especially one at the back of an altar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
gradino

 , diminutive of 
grado

 ‘step.’





gradiometer

 
/ˌɡrādēˈämidər/






noun



1.
 
a surveying instrument used for setting out or measuring the gradient of a slope.




2.
 


[Physics]

 an instrument for measuring the gradient of an energy field, especially the horizontal gradient of the earth's gravitational or magnetic field.













gradual

 
/ˈɡraj(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
taking place or progressing slowly or by degrees




•
 
the gradual introduction of new methods.










2.
 
(of a slope) not steep or abrupt.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Western Christian Church) a response sung or recited between the Epistle and Gospel in the Mass.




2.
 
a book of plainsong for the Mass.








III.
 
derivatives





gradualness

 
/ˈɡraj(o͞o)əlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
gradualis

 , from Latin 
gradus

 ‘step.’ The original sense of the adjective was ‘arranged in degrees’; the noun refers to the altar steps in a church, from which the antiphons were sung.





gradualism

 
/ˈɡraj(əw)əˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a policy of gradual reform rather than sudden change or revolution.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the hypothesis that evolution proceeds chiefly by the accumulation of gradual changes (in contrast to the punctuationist model).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gradualist

 
/ˈɡraj(o͞o)ələst /






noun













2.
 
gradualistic

 
/ˌɡrajəwəˈlistik /






adjective





















gradually

 
/ˈɡrajo͞oəlē/






adverb




in a gradual way; slowly; by degrees




•
 
the situation gradually improved.




•
 
gradually, his powers of speech returned.




















graduate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈɡraj(ə)wət /



1.
 
a person who has successfully completed a course of study or training, especially a person who has been awarded an undergraduate academic degree.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who has received a high school diploma




•
 
she is 19, a graduate of Lincoln High.










3.
 
a graduated cup, tube, flask, or measuring glass, used especially by chemists and pharmacists.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈɡrajəˌwāt /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — successfully complete an academic degree, course of training, or high school




•
 
I 
graduated from

 West Point in 1965.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 receive an academic degree from




•
 
she graduated college in 1970.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 confer a degree or other academic qualification on




•
 
the school graduated more than one hundred arts majors in its first year.










4.
 
(
graduate to

 )
 — move up to (a more advanced level or position)




•
 
he started with motorbikes but now he's graduated to his first car.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange in a series or according to a scale


(as 
adj.

 
graduated

 )


•
 
a graduated tax.










6.
 
mark out (an instrument or container) in degrees or other proportionate divisions




•
 
the stem was graduated with marks for each hour




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
graduated cylinders.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — change (something, typically color or shade) gradually or step by step




•
 
the color is graduated from the middle of the frame to the top.














III.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈɡraj(ə)wət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to graduate school education




•
 
the graduate faculty.










2.
 
having graduated from a school or academic program




•
 
a graduate electrical engineer.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
graduat-

 ‘graduated,’ from 
graduare

 ‘take a degree,’ from Latin 
gradus

 ‘degree, step.’ / 
usage:

 The traditional use is “be graduated from”: she will be graduated from medical school in June. However, it is now more common to say “graduate from”: she will graduate from medical school in June. The use of 
graduate

 as a transitive verb, as in he graduated high school last week, is increasingly common, especially in speech, but is considered incorrect by most traditionalists.





graduate assistant






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a student engaged in a postgraduate course at a university who is paid to assist in teaching or research




•
 
she was a graduate assistant in the department of pathology.



















graduate school

 
/ˈɡrajəˌwāt sko͞ol/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a division of a university offering advanced programs beyond the bachelor's degree.













graduation

 
/ˌɡrajəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the receiving or conferring of an academic degree or diploma.




2.
 
the ceremony at which degrees are conferred.




3.
 
the action of dividing into degrees or other proportionate divisions on a graduated scale.




4.
 
a mark on a container or instrument indicating a degree of quantity.













gradus

 
/ˈɡrādəs/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a manual of classical prosody formerly used in schools to help in writing Greek and Latin verse.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, from 
Gradus ad Parnassum

 ‘Step(s) to Parnassus,’ the title of one such manual.





Graf, Steffi

 
/ɡraf/






(1969–), German tennis player; full name 
Stefanie Maria Graf

 . During 1987–99, she became the only player to win all four Grand Slam singles titles at least four times each. She is also the only player to have won all four singles titles and the Olympic gold medal in the same year (1988).










graffiti

 
/ɡrəˈfēdē/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
writing or drawings scribbled, scratched, or sprayed illicitly on a wall or other surface in a public place




•
 
the walls were covered with graffiti




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a graffiti artist.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or draw graffiti on (something)




•
 
he and another artist graffitied an entire train.










2.
 
write (words or drawings) as graffiti.








III.
 
derivatives





graffitist

 
/-tist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian (plural), from 
graffio

 ‘a scratch.’ / 
usage:

 In Italian, the word 
graffiti

 is a plural noun, and its singular form is 
graffito

 . Traditionally, the same distinction has been maintained in English, so that 
graffiti

 , being plural, would require a plural verb: the 
graffiti were

 all over the wall. By the same token, the singular would require a singular verb: there 
was

 a 
graffito

 on the wall. Today these distinctions survive in some specialist fields such as archaeology, but sound odd to most native speakers. The most common modern use is to treat 
graffiti

 as if it were a mass noun, similar to a word like 
writing

 , and not to use 
graffito

 at all. In this case, 
graffiti

 takes a singular verb, as in the 
graffiti was

 all over the wall. Such uses are now widely accepted as standard and may be regarded as part of the natural development of the language, rather than as mistakes. A similar process is going on with other words such as 
agenda

 , 
data

 , and 
media

 .






graft1


 
/ɡraft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shoot or twig inserted into a slit on the trunk or stem of a living plant, from which it receives sap.




2.
 
an instance of grafting a shoot or twig.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a piece of living tissue that is transplanted surgically.




4.
 
a surgical operation in which tissue is transplanted.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insert (a shoot or twig) as a graft




•
 
it was common to graft different varieties onto a single tree trunk.










2.
 
insert a graft on (a stock).




3.
 


[Medicine]

 transplant (living tissue) as a graft




•
 
they can graft a new hand onto the arm.










4.
 
insert or fix (something) permanently to something else, typically in a way considered inappropriate




•
 
western-style government could not easily be 
grafted onto

 a profoundly different country.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
graff

 , from Old French 
grafe

 , via Latin from Greek 
graphion

 ‘stylus, writing implement’ (with reference to the tapered tip of the scion), from 
graphein

 ‘write.’ The final 
-t

 is typical of phonetic confusion between 
-f

 and 
-ft

 at the end of words; compare with tuft
 .






graft2


 
/ɡraft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
practices, especially bribery, used to secure illicit gains in politics or business; corruption




•
 
sweeping measures to curb official graft.










2.
 
gains secured by corruption




•
 
government officials grow fat off bribes and graft.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make money by shady or dishonest means.








III.
 
derivatives





grafter

 
/ˈɡraftər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





graft3


 
/ɡraft /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




hard work




•
 
turning those dreams into reality was sheer hard graft.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work hard




•
 
I need people prepared to go out and graft.














III.
 
derivatives





grafter

 
/ˈɡraftər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps related to the phrase 
spade's graft

 ‘the amount of earth that one stroke of a spade will move,’ based on Old Norse 
grǫftr

 ‘digging.’





graftage

 
/ˈɡraftij/






noun






[Horticulture]

 the practice, process, or technique of grafting.













graft union






noun




the point on a plant where the graft is joined to the rootstock.













graham

 
/ɡram ˈɡrāəm/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting or made from wholewheat flour that has not been sifted




•
 
a box of 
graham crackers






•
 
bread made with graham flour.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Sylvester 
Graham

 (1794–1851), an American advocate of dietary reform.





Graham, Billy

 
/ɡram, ˈɡrāəm/






(1918–), US evangelical preacher and author; full name 
William Franklin Graham

 . A minister of the Southern Baptist Church, he is known for his large evangelistic crusades.









Graham, Katherine Meyer






(1917–2001), US publisher. In 1940, she married Philip Graham (1915–63), who headed the communications empire started by her father that included 
Newsweek

 magazine and the 
Washington Post

 . She became the company's president upon her husband's death and supported the reporting of Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward that led to the exposure of the Watergate scandal.









Graham, Martha






(1893–1991), US dancer, teacher, and choreographer. She evolved a new dance language using more flexible movements intended to express psychological complexities and emotional power.









Graham, Otto






(1921–2003), US football player; full name 
Otto Everett Graham, Jr.

 A quarterback for the Cleveland Browns 1946–55, he led the team to the championship of the All–America Football Conference 1946–49 and then to the championship of the NFL 1950, 1954–55. Football Hall of Fame (1965).









Grahame, Kenneth

 
/ˈɡrāəm, ɡram/






(1859–1932), Scottish writer; known for the children's classic 
The Wind in the Willows

 (1908).









Graham Land

 
/ˈɡrāəm, ɡram/






the northern part of the Antarctic Peninsula, the only part of Antarctica that lies outside of the Antarctic Circle. Discovered in 1831–32 by English navigator 
John Biscoe

 (1794–1843), it now forms part of British Antarctic Territory, but is claimed also by Chile and Argentina.









Graham's law

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
a law stating that the rates of diffusion and effusion of a gas are inversely proportional to the square root of the density of the gas.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after T. 
Graham

 (1805–1869).





grail

 
/ɡrāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Grail

 or 
the Holy Grail

 )
 — (in medieval legend) the cup or platter used by Jesus at the Last Supper, and in which Joseph of Arimathea received Christ's blood at the Cross. Quests for it undertaken by medieval knights are described in versions of the Arthurian legends written from the early 13th century onward.




2.
 
a thing that is being earnestly pursued or sought after




•
 
profit has become the holy grail.

















– origin

 from Old French 
graal

 , from medieval Latin 
gradalis

 ‘dish.’






grain

 
/ɡrān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
wheat or any other cultivated cereal crop used as food.




2.
 
the seeds of cultivated cereals


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
grain exports.










3.
 
a single fruit or seed of a cereal




•
 
a few 
grains of

 corn.










4.
 
a small hard particle of a substance such as salt or sand




•
 


a grain of

 salt.










5.
 
the smallest possible quantity or amount of a quality




•
 
there wasn't 
a grain of truth

 in what he said.










6.
 
a discrete particle or crystal in a metal, igneous rock, etc., typically visible only when a surface is magnified.




7.
 
a piece of solid propellant for use in a rocket engine.




8.
 
(abbr.: 
gr.

 )
 — the smallest unit of weight in the troy and avoirdupois systems, equal to 1/5760 of a pound troy and 1/7000 of a pound avoirdupois (approximately 0.0648 grams).

[because originally the weight was equivalent to that of a grain of wheat.]




9.
 
the longitudinal arrangement or pattern of fibers in wood, paper, etc.




•
 
he scored 
along the grain

 of the table with the knife.










10.
 
roughness in texture of wood, stone, etc.; the arrangement and size of constituent particles




•
 
the lighter, finer grain of the wood is attractive.










11.
 
the rough or textured outer surface of leather, or of a similar artificial material.




12.
 


[Mining]

 lamination or planes of cleavage in materials such as stone and coal.




13.
 


[Photography]

 a granular appearance of a photograph or negative, which is in proportion to the size of the emulsion particles composing it.




14.
 


‹archaic›

 a person's character or natural tendency.




15.
 


‹historical›

 kermes or cochineal, or dye made from either of these.

[the kermes was thought to consist of grains.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be grained

 )
 — give a rough surface or texture to




•
 
her fingers were 
grained with

 chalk dust.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form into grains




•
 
if the sugar does grain up, add more water.










3.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
graining

 )
 — paint (especially furniture or interior surfaces) in imitation of the grain of wood or marble




•
 
the art of graining and marbling.










4.
 
remove hair from (a hide)


(as 
adj.

 
grained

 )


•
 
the boots were of best grained leather.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 feed (a horse) on grain.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
against the grain






contrary to the natural inclination or feeling of someone or something




•
 
it 
goes against the grain

 to tell outright lies.







[from the fact that wood is easier to cut along the line of the grain.]









2.
 
in grain






thorough, genuine, by nature, or downright; indelible.

[from 
dyed in the grain

 .]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grained

 
/ɡrānd /






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
coarse-grained sandstone



















2.
 
grainer






noun













3.
 
grainless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘seed, grain of wheat’): from Old French 
grain

 , from Latin 
granum

 .





grain beetle






noun




a small beetle that infests grain stores and warehouses.

[
Cucujidae

 and other families: several species, in particular the tropical 
saw-toothed grain beetle

 (
Oryzaephilus surinamensis

 ), now found worldwide.]













grain borer






noun




a beetle that feeds on grain and rice and is a common pest of granaries and flour mills.

[Family 
Bostrichidae

 : several species, including the tropical 
lesser grain borer

 (
Rhizopertha dominica

 ), now found worldwide.]













grain elevator






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tall building used to store grain and containing equipment for conveying grain to the top of a storage bin or bins




•
 
the farmer delivers his crop to the grain elevator at the end of the year.



















grain leather

 
/ˈɡrān ˌleT͟Hər/






noun




leather dressed with the grain side outward.













grain side






noun




the side of a hide on which the hair was.














grains of paradise






plural noun




the seeds of a West African plant of the ginger family, resembling those of cardamom and used as a spice and in herbal medicine.

Also called malaguetta
 . [The plant is 
Aframomum melegueta

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]













grain weevil






noun




a weevil that is a common pest of stored grain, which is eaten by the larvae.

[
Sitophilus granarius

 , family 
Curculionidae

 .]













grain whiskey






noun




whiskey made mainly from corn and barley.













grainy

 
/ˈɡrānē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
granular




•
 
a juicy, grainy texture.










2.
 


[Photography]

 showing visible grains of emulsion, as characteristic of old photographs or modern high-speed film.




3.
 
(of sound, especially recorded music or a voice) having a rough or gravelly quality




•
 
the grainy sound of bootleg cassettes.










4.
 
(of wood) having prominent grain.








II.
 
derivatives





graininess

 
/ˈɡrānēnəs /






noun





















gralloch

 
/ˈɡralək/





I.
 
noun




the viscera of a dead deer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disembowel (a deer that has been shot).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
grealach

 ‘entrails.’






gram1


 
/ɡram /

 


‹Brit.›

 gramme
 , g





I.
 
noun




a metric unit of mass equal to one thousandth of a kilogram.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
gramme

 , from late Latin 
gramma

 ‘a small weight,’ from Greek.






gram2


 
/ɡram/





I.
 
noun




chickpeas or other legumes used as food.




•
 
the farmers supply gram, spices, cereals, and dry fruits.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
gram dal.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Portuguese 
grão

 , from Latin 
granum

 ‘grain.’





gram3


 
/ɡram/






noun




short for grandma
 .














-gram1






I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting something written or recorded (especially in a certain way)




•
 
cryptogram




•
 
heliogram.

















– origin

 from Greek 
gramma

 ‘thing written, letter of the alphabet,’ from 
graphein

 ‘write.’





-gram2






I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting a novelty greeting or message as a humorous or embarrassing surprise for the recipient




•
 
kissogram.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
telegram

 .





gram flour





I.
 
noun




a type of flour made by grinding dried chickpeas, widely used in Indian cooking




•
 
mix the gram flour and oil in a small saucepan.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from gram
 2
 .





gramicidin

 
/ˌɡraməˈsīdn/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic with a wide range of activity, used in many medicinal preparations.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Bacillus brevis

 .]













graminaceous

 
/ˌɡraməˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the grass family (
Gramineae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
gramen

 , 
gramin-

 ‘grass’ + -aceous
 .





graminivorous

 
/ˌɡraməˈnivərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) feeding on grass.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
gramen

 , 
gramin-

 ‘grass’ + -vorous
 .





gramma

 
/ˈɡrammä ˈɡramə/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 one's grandmother.













grammalogue

 
/ˈɡraməläɡ/





I.
 
noun




(in shorthand) a word represented by a single sign or symbol.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
gramma

 ‘letter of the alphabet, thing written’ + 
logos

 ‘word,’ on the pattern of words such as 
catalogue

 .






grammar

 
/ˈɡramər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the whole system and structure of a language or of languages in general, usually taken as consisting of syntax and morphology (including inflections) and sometimes also phonology and semantics.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a particular analysis of the system and structure of language or of a specific language.




3.
 
a book on grammar




•
 
my old Latin grammar.










4.
 
a set of actual or presumed prescriptive notions about correct use of a language




•
 
it was not bad grammar, just dialect.










5.
 
the basic elements of an area of knowledge or skill




•
 
the grammar of wine.










6.
 


[Computing]

 a set of rules governing what strings are valid or allowable in a language or text.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gramaire

 , via Latin from Greek 
grammatikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of letters,’ from 
gramma

 , 
grammat-

 ‘letter of the alphabet, thing written.’





grammarian

 
/ɡrəˈmerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who studies and writes about grammar.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gramarien

 , from 
gramaire

 (see grammar
 ).





grammar school

 
/ˈɡramər ˌsko͞ol/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 another term for elementary school
 .




2.
 
(in the UK) a state secondary school to which pupils are admitted on the basis of ability. Since 1965 most have been absorbed into the comprehensive school system.




3.
 
a school founded in or before the 16th century for teaching Latin, later becoming a secondary school teaching academic subjects.













-grammatic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-gram

 (such as 
cryptogrammatic

 corresponding to 
cryptogram

 ).













grammatical

 
/ɡrəˈmadək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to grammar




•
 
grammatical analysis




•
 
the grammatical function of a verb.










2.
 
well formed; in accordance with the productive rules of the grammar of a language




•
 
a grammatical sentence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grammaticality

 
/ɡrəˌmadəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
grammaticalness

 
/ɡrəˈmadəkəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
grammaticalis

 , via Latin from Greek 
grammatikos

 , from 
gramma

 , 
grammat-

 ‘letter of the alphabet, thing written.’





grammaticalize

 
/ɡrəˈmadikəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Linguistics]

 change (an element) from one having lexical meaning into one having a largely grammatical function.








II.
 
derivatives





grammaticalization

 
/-ˌmatikəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















grammatically

 
/ɡrəˈmadəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to grammar or the rules of grammar




•
 
the conversation will be grammatically analyzed




•
 
grammatically correct sentences.










2.
 
in accordance with the rules of the grammar of a language




•
 
I can speak clearly and grammatically.



















gram-molecular weight

 
GMW






noun




the quantity of a chemical compound equal to its molecular weight in grams; now usu. replaced by the mole. Also called 
gram molecule

 .

See mole
 4
 .














Grammy

 
/ˈɡramē/





I.
 
noun




each of a number of annual awards given by the American National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences for achievement in the record industry.











– origin

 1950s: blend of gramophone
 and Emmy
 .






gramophone

 
/ˈɡraməˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for record player
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed by inversion of elements of 
phonogram

 ‘sound recording.’





gramophone record






noun




old-fashioned term for record
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).













gramp

 
/ɡramp /

 
gramps
 , grampy





I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 
‹informal›

 one's grandfather.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: contraction of grandpapa
 .





Grampian

 
/ˈɡrampēən/






a former local government region in northeastern Scotland, dissolved in 1996.









Grampian Mountains

 
the Grampians





I.
 
a mountain range in northern central Scotland. Its southern edge forms a natural boundary between the Highlands and the Lowlands.




II.
 
a mountain range in southeastern Australia, in Victoria. It forms a spur of the Great Dividing Range at its western end.










grampus

 
/ˈɡrampəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cetacean of the dolphin family, in particular




2.
 
another term for Risso's dolphin
 .




3.
 
another term for orca
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: alteration (by association with grand
 ‘big’) of Old French 
grapois

 , from medieval Latin 
craspiscis

 , from Latin 
crassus piscis

 ‘fat fish.’





Gram stain





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a staining technique for the preliminary identification of bacteria, in which a violet dye is applied, followed by a decolorizing agent and then a red dye. The cell walls of certain bacteria (denoted 
Gram-positive

 ) retain the first dye and appear violet, while those that lose it (denoted 
Gram-negative

 ) appear red. Also called 
Gram's method

 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Hans C. J. 
Gram

 (1853–1938), the Danish physician who devised the method.






gran

 
/ɡran/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 one's grandmother.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.






grana

 
/ˈɡrānə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Botany]

 the stacks of thylakoids embedded in the stroma of a chloroplast.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: plural of Latin 
granum

 ‘grain.’





Granada

 
/ɡrəˈnädə/





I.
 
a city in southern Spain; pop. 236,988 (2008). Founded in the 8th century, it became the capital of the Moorish kingdom of Granada in 1238.




II.
 
a city in Nicaragua, on the northwestern shore of Lake Nicaragua; pop. 105,171 (2006). Founded by the Spanish in 1523, it is the oldest city in the country.










granadilla

 
/ˌɡranəˈdilə /

 
grenadilla





I.
 
noun




a passion fruit, or the fruit of a related plant.

[This fruit comes from plants of the genus 
Passiflora

 , family 
Passifloraceae

 , including the 
giant granadilla

 (
P. quadrangularis

 ), which has large pale fruits.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Spanish, diminutive of 
granada

 ‘pomegranate.’





granary

 
/ˈɡran(ə)rē ˈɡrān(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a storehouse for threshed grain.




2.
 
a region producing large quantities of corn.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
granarium

 , from 
granum

 ‘grain.’





Gran Canaria

 
/ˌɡrän kəˈnärēə/






a volcanic island off the northwestern coast of Africa, one of the Canary Islands. Its chief town, Las Palmas, is the capital of the Canary Islands.









Gran Chaco

 
/ˌɡrän ˈCHäkō /

 
Chaco






a lowland plain in central South America that extends from southern Bolivia through Paraguay to northern Argentina.










grand

 
/ɡrand/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
magnificent and imposing in appearance, size, or style




•
 
a grand country house




•
 
the dinner party was very grand.










2.
 
(of a person) of high rank and with an appearance and manner appropriate to it




•
 
she was such a grand lady.










3.
 
large or ambitious in scope or scale




•
 
his grand design for the future of Europe




•
 
collecting on a grand scale.










4.
 
used in names of places or buildings to suggest size or splendor




•
 
the Grand Canyon




•
 
the Grand Hotel.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting the largest or most important item of its kind




•
 
the grand entrance.










6.
 
of the highest rank (used especially in official titles)




•
 
the grand duke.










7.
 


[Law]

 (of a crime) serious




•
 
grand theft.







Compare with petty
 (
sense

 2).




8.
 


‹informal›

 very good or enjoyable; excellent




•
 
we had a grand day.










9.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in names of family relationships) denoting one generation removed in ascent or descent




•
 
a grand-niece.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — 

‹informal›

 a thousand dollars or pounds




•
 
he gets thirty-five grand a year.










2.
 
a grand piano.








III.
 
phrases





a (or the) grand old man of






a man long and highly respected in (a particular field)




•
 
the grand old man of the Republican Party.


















IV.
 
derivatives





grandness

 
/ˈɡran(d)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
grant

 , 
grand

 , from Latin 
grandis

 ‘full-grown, big, great.’ The original uses were to denote family relationships (
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective, following Old French usage) and as a title (
the Grand

 , translating Old French 
le Grand

 ); hence the senses ‘of the highest rank,’ ‘of great importance.’






grandam

 
/ˈɡranˌdam ˈɡrandəm /

 
granddam
 , grandame





I.
 
noun



1.
 
archaic term for grandmother
 .




2.
 
an old woman.




3.
 
a female ancestor.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
graund dame

 (see grand
 , dame
 ). Of the English terms of relationship formed with 
grand

 , this is the oldest.





grand apartheid






noun






‹historical›

 (in South Africa) a form of apartheid, prevalent in the 1960s and 1970s, that involved comprehensive racial segregation and measures such as the removal of black people from white areas and the creation of black homelands.













grandaunt

 
/ˌɡrandˈant/






noun




another term for great-aunt
 .













grandbaby

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌbābē/






noun




a grandchild who is still a baby.













Grand Banks






a submarine plateau of the continental shelf off the southeastern coast of Newfoundland, Canada. It is where the warm Gulf Stream and the cold Labrador Current meet; this promotes the growth of plankton, which makes the waters an important feeding area for fish.









grand battement

 
/ˈɡräN bätˈmäN/






noun






[Ballet]

 a movement in which both legs are kept straight and one leg is kicked outward from the body and in again.













Grand Canal





I.
 
a series of waterways in eastern China that extend south from Beijing to Hangzhou, a distance of 1,060 miles (1,700 km). Built in stages between 486 
BC

 and 
AD

 1327, its original purpose was to transport rice from the river valleys to the cities.




II.
 
the main waterway of Venice, Italy. It is lined on each side by palaces and spanned by the Rialto Bridge.









Grand Canyon

 
/ˌɡran(d) ˈkanyən/






a deep gorge in Arizona, formed by the Colorado River. It is about 277 miles (440 km) long, 5–15 miles (8–24 km) wide, and, in places, 6,000 feet (1,800 m) deep. The area was designated a national park in 1919.









Grand Canyon State






a nickname for the state of Arizona
 .









grandchild

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌCHīld/






noun




a child of one's son or daughter.













Grand Coulee Dam

 
/ˌɡrand ˌko͞olē ˈdam/






a dam on the Columbia River in east central Washington, completed in 1942.









grand cross






noun






[Astrology]

 an arrangement of four planets in which each is in opposition to one other planet and square to the other two, forming a cross.














grand cru

 
/ˌɡrand ˈkro͞o/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in French official classifications) a wine of the most superior grade, or the vineyard that produces it.

Compare with premier cru
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘great growth.’






granddad

 
/ˈɡrandad /

 
grandad






noun






‹informal›

 one's grandfather.













granddaddy

 
/ˈɡranˌdadē /

 
grandaddy






noun



1.
 
another term for granddad
 .




2.
 
(
the granddaddy of

 )
 — used to denote a person or thing that is considered to be the best, largest, or most notable of a particular kind




•
 
that young fellow is going to have the granddaddy of all headaches.



















granddaughter

 
/ˈɡranˌdôdər/






noun




a daughter of one's son or daughter.













grand duchess

 
/ˌɡran(d) ˈdəCHəs/






noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a grand duke.




2.
 
a princess or noblewoman ruling over a territory in certain European countries.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a daughter (or son's daughter) of a Russian tsar.













grand duchy

 
/ɡrand ˈdəCHē/






noun




a state or territory ruled by a grand duke or duchess.













grand duke

 
/ˌɡran(d) ˈdyo͞ok/






noun



1.
 
a prince or nobleman ruling over a territory in certain European countries.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a son (or son's son) of a Russian tsar.













Grande Comore

 
/ˌɡräNd kəˈmôr/






the largest of the islands of the Comoros, off the northwestern coast of Madagascar; pop. 316,600 (est. 2006); chief town, Moroni.









grande dame

 
/ˈɡran ˈdam, ˈɡrän ˈdäm/





I.
 
noun




a woman of influential position within a particular sphere




•
 
the grande dame of British sculpture.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘grand lady.’





grandee

 
/ɡranˈdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Spanish or Portuguese nobleman of the highest rank.




2.
 
a person of high rank or eminence




•
 
several city grandees and eminent lawyers.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese 
grande

 ‘grand,’ used as a noun. The change of ending was due to association with -ee
 .





grande horizontale

 
/ˌɡränd ˌôrizänˈtäl/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a prostitute.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘great horizontal.’





grandeur

 
/ˈɡranjər ˈɡranˌdyo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
splendor and impressiveness, especially of appearance or style




•
 
the austere grandeur of mountain scenery.










2.
 
high rank or social importance




•
 
for all their grandeur, the chancellors were still officials of the household.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting tall stature): from French, from 
grand

 ‘great, grand’ (see grand
 ).






grandfather

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌfäT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the father of one's father or mother.




2.
 
the person who founded or originated something




•
 
Freud is often called 
the grandfather of

 psychoanalysis.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exempt (someone or something) from a new law or regulation




•
 
smokers who worked here before the ban have been grandfathered.














III.
 
derivatives





grandfatherly






adjective





















grandfather clause

 
/ˈɡran(d)fäT͟Hər ˈˌklôz/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a clause exempting certain classes of people or things from the requirements of a piece of legislation affecting their previous rights, privileges, or practices.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: so called because under constitutional clauses in some southern states, permitting whites to vote and disenfranchising blacks, the descendants of those voting before 1867 were permitted to vote without having to meet certain stringent conditions.






grandfather clock

 
/ˈɡran(d)fäT͟Hər ˈˌkläk/






noun




a clock in a tall freestanding wooden case, driven by weights.













Grand Fleet

 

‹historical›







the main British naval fleet, either that based at Spithead in the 18th century or that based at Scapa Flow in World War I.









Grand Forks






a city in northeastern North Dakota, on the Red River of the North; pop. 51,313 (est. 2008).










Grand Guignol

 
/ˌɡrän ɡēnˈyôl/





I.
 
noun




a dramatic entertainment of a sensational or horrific nature, originally a sequence of short pieces as performed at the Grand Guignol theater in Paris.











– origin

 French, literally ‘Great Punch.’





grandiflora

 
/ˌɡrandəˈflôrə/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cultivated plant) bearing large flowers.








II.
 
noun




a grandiflora plant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin (often used in specific names of large-flowered plants), from Latin 
grandis

 ‘great’ + 
flos

 , 
flor-

 ‘flower.’





grandiloquent

 
/ɡranˈdiləkwənt/





I.
 
adjective




pompous or extravagant in language, style, or manner, especially in a way that is intended to impress




•
 
a grandiloquent celebration of Spanish glory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grandiloquence

 
/ɡranˈdiləkwəns /






noun













2.
 
grandiloquently

 
/ɡranˈdiləkwən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
grandiloquus

 , literally ‘grand-speaking,’ from 
grandis

 ‘grand’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’ The ending was altered in English by association with eloquent
 .





Grand Inquisitor






noun






‹historical›

 the director of the court of Inquisition, especially in Spain and Portugal.













grandiose

 
/ˈɡrandēˌōs ˌɡrandēˈōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impressive or magnificent in appearance or style, especially pretentiously so




•
 
the court's grandiose facade.










2.
 
excessively grand or ambitious




•
 
grandiose plans to reform the world.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grandiosely






adverb













2.
 
grandiosity

 
/ˌɡrandēˈäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
grandioso

 , from 
grande

 ‘grand.’





Grand Island






a commercial and industrial city in south central Nebraska; pop. 45,801 (est. 2008).










grand jeté

 
/ˌɡräN ZHəˈtā/






noun






[Ballet]

 a jump in which a dancer springs from one foot to land on the other with one leg forward of their body and the other stretched backward while in the air.













Grand Junction






a city in western Colorado, at the junction of the Colorado (formerly the Grand) and Gunnison rivers; pop. 49,688 (est. 2008).









grand jury






noun






[Law]

 a jury, normally of twenty-three jurors, selected to examine the validity of an accusation before trial.













grandkid

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌkid/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a grandchild.














grand larceny

 
/ɡrand ˈlärsənē ˈlärsnē/






noun






[Law]

 (in many US states and formerly in Britain) theft of personal property having a value above a legally specified amount.













grandly

 
/ˈɡran(d)lē/






adverb




in a proud, impressive, or ambitious manner




•
 
the purchase of the painting was grandly announced




•
 
he bowed grandly before taking her hand.




















grandma

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌmä/






noun






‹informal›

 one's grandmother.














grand mal

 
/ˌɡrand ˈmal ˌɡrän(d) ˈmäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a serious form of epilepsy with muscle spasms and prolonged loss of consciousness.

Compare with petit mal
 .




2.
 
a grand mal epileptic fit.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘great sickness.’





grandmama

 
/ˈɡrandməˌmä /

 
grandmamma






noun




archaic form of grandma
 .













grand manner






noun

 — (
the grand manner

 )


1.
 
a style considered appropriate for noble and stately matters




•
 
formal dining in the grand manner.










2.
 
(
the Grand Manner

 )
 — the lofty and rhetorical manner of historical painting exemplified by Raphael and Poussin.













Grand Marnier

 
/ˌɡrän märnˈyā/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an orange-flavored cognac-based liqueur.











– origin

 French.






grand master

 
/ɡrand ˈmastər/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
grandmaster

 )
 — a chess player of the highest class, especially one who has won an international tournament.




2.
 
(
Grand Master

 )
 — the head of an order of chivalry or of Freemasons.














grandmother

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌməT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




the mother of one's father or mother.








II.
 
phrases





teach one's grandmother to suck eggs






presume to advise a more experienced person.












III.
 
derivatives





grandmotherly

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌməT͟Hərlē /






adjective





















grandmother clock

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌməT͟Hər kläk/






noun




a clock similar to a grandfather clock but about two-thirds the size.













grandnephew

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌnefyo͞o/






noun




another term for great-nephew
 .













grandniece

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌnēs/






noun




another term for great-niece
 .













grand opera

 
/ɡrand ˈäp(ə)rə/






noun



1.
 
an opera on a serious theme in which the entire libretto (including dialogue) is sung.




2.
 
the genre of grand opera.













grandpa

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌpä/






noun






‹informal›

 one's grandfather.














grandpapa

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌpäpə, -pəˌpä, ˈɡram-/






noun




old-fashioned term for grandfather
 .













grandpappy

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌpapē, ˈɡram-/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 dialect term for grandfather
 .













grandparent

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌperənt/





I.
 
noun




a parent of one's father or mother; a grandmother or grandfather.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grandparental

 
/ˌɡran(d)pəˈrentl /






adjective













2.
 
grandparenthood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun





















grand piano

 
/ɡrand pēˈänō/






noun




a large, full-toned piano that has the body, strings, and soundboard arranged horizontally and in line with the keys and is supported by three legs.













Grand Prairie






an industrial city in northeastern Texas, between Dallas and Fort Worth; pop. 160,641 (est. 2008).









Grand Prix

 
/ˌɡrän(d) ˈprē ˌɡrand ˈprēː/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an important sporting event in which participants compete for a major prize.




2.
 
any of a series of auto-racing or motorcycling contests forming part of a world championship series, held in various countries under international rules.




3.
 
(in full 
Grand Prix de Paris

 )
 — an international horse race for three-year-olds, founded in 1863 and run annually in June at Longchamps, Paris.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘great or chief prize.’





Grand Rapids






an industrial city in southwestern Michigan, on the Grand River, noted for furniture production; pop. 193,396 (est. 2008).









grand seigneur

 
/ˌɡrand sānˈyər/





I.
 
noun




a man whose rank or position allows him to command others.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, literally ‘great lord.’





grand siècle

 
/ˌɡrän sēˈeklə/





I.
 
noun




the reign of Louis XIV, seen as France's period of political and cultural preeminence.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘great century or age.’





grandsire

 
/ˈɡrandˌsī(ə)r/






noun




archaic term for grandfather
 .













grand slam





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a home run hit when each of the three bases is occupied by a runner, thus scoring four runs




•
 
he hits a grand slam to win the game.










2.
 
(usu. 
Grand Slam

 ) ( in the UK)
 — 

‹trademark›

 a set of major championships or matches in a sport in the same year, in particular tennis, golf, or rugby union




•
 
the tennis Grand Slam consists of the four most difficult major tournaments on the international circuit.










3.
 
any of the individual championships that comprise a Grand Slam




•
 
the season's final Grand Slam at Flushing Meadows.










4.
 
the winning of all the individual championships that comprise a Grand Slam




•
 
the Springboks' dreams of a first Grand Slam since 1961 were ended by defeats against Ireland and England.










5.
 


[Bridge]

 the bidding and winning of all thirteen tricks.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a term in cards, especially bridge): from slam
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).





grandson

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌsən/






noun




the son of one's son or daughter.













grandstand

 
/ˈɡran(d)ˌstand/





I.
 
noun




the main seating area, usually roofed, commanding the best view for spectators at racetracks or sports stadiums.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
grandstanding

 )


1.
 


‹derogatory›

 seek to attract applause or favorable attention from spectators or the media




•
 
they accused him of political grandstanding.



















Grand Strand






a name for the northeastern coast of South Carolina, site of many resorts including Myrtle Beach.









Grand Teton National Park

 
/ˌɡrand ˌtētän ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈpärk/






a preserve in northwestern Wyoming, just south of Yellowstone National Park, named for the highest of its peaks. Jackson Hole is here.









grand total

 
/ɡrand ˈtōdl/






noun




the final amount after everything is added up; the sum of other totals.













grand tour

 
/ɡrand ˈto͝o(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a cultural tour of Europe formerly undertaken, especially in the 18th century, by a young man of the upper classes as a part of his education.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a guided tour of a building, exhibit, etc.




•
 
he 
gave me the grand tour

 of his ranch and studio.










3.
 
(
Grand Tour

 )
 — any of the three major European professional road cycling races: the Tour de France, the Giro d'Italia, or the Vuelta




•
 
if he does win he won't just have won a Grand Tour, he'll have beaten one of cycling's greatest riders.




















grand trine

 
/ˌɡrand ˈtrīn/






noun






[Astrology]

 an arrangement of three planets in which each planet is in trine with the other two, forming an equilateral triangle.













granduncle

 
/ˈɡrandˌəNGkəl/






noun




another term for great-uncle
 .













grand unified theory






noun






[Physics]

 a theory attempting to give a single explanation of the strong, weak, and electromagnetic interactions between subatomic particles.













gran fondo

 
/ˌɡrän ˈfändō/





I.
 
noun




a long-distance road cycling event in which a large number of cyclists ride a marked route




•
 
the two-day event features a gran fondo where participants can choose from 40- or 90-mile rides.

















– origin

 Italian.





grange

 
/ɡrānj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
names

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a country house with farm buildings attached




•
 
Biddulph Grange.










2.
 


‹historical›

 an outlying farm with tithe barns, belonging to a monastery or feudal lord.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a barn.




4.
 
(
the Grange

 )
 — (in the US) a farmers' association organized in 1867. The Grange sponsors social activities, community service, and political lobbying.

Officially called the Patrons of Husbandry
 .




5.
 


(US)

 a local Grange lodge.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘granary, barn’): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
granica (villa

 ) ‘grain house or farm,’ based on Latin 
granum

 ‘grain.’





Grange, Red

 
/ɡrānj/






(1903–91), US football player; born 
Harold Edward Grange

 ; known as the 
Galloping Ghost

 . He played professionally, mostly with the Chicago Bears, from 1925 until he retired in 1934. Football Hall of Fame (1963).









grangerize

 
/ˈɡrānjəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
grangerized

 )


1.
 
illustrate (a book) by later insertion of material, especially prints cut from other works.








II.
 
derivatives





grangerization

 
/ˌɡrānjərəˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name J. 
Granger

 (1723–76), English biographer.





graniferous

 
/ɡrəˈnifərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) producing grain or a grainlike seed.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
granum

 ‘grain’ + -ferous
 .





granita

 
/ɡrəˈnēdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coarse, Italian-style flavored ice.




2.
 
a drink made with crushed ice.











– origin

 Italian.






granite

 
/ˈɡranət/





I.
 
noun




a very hard, granular, crystalline, igneous rock consisting mainly of quartz, mica, and feldspar and often used as a building stone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
granitic

 
/ɡrəˈnidik /






adjective













2.
 
granitoid

 
/ˈɡranəˌtoid /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
granito

 , literally ‘grained,’ from 
grano

 ‘grain,’ from Latin 
granum

 .





Granite State






a nickname for the state of New Hampshire
 .









graniteware

 
/ˈɡranətˌwer/






noun



1.
 
a speckled form of earthenware imitating the appearance of granite.




2.
 
a kind of enameled ironware.













granitize

 
/ˈɡranəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
granitized

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 alter (rock) so as to give it a granitic character.








II.
 
derivatives





granitization

 
/ˌɡranitiˈzāSHən /






noun





















granivorous

 
/ɡrəˈnivərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) feeding on grain.








II.
 
derivatives





granivore

 
/ˈɡranəˌvôr /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
granum

 ‘grain’ + -vorous
 .





granny

 
/ˈɡranē /

 
grannie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 one's grandmother.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from 
grannam

 (representing a colloquial pronunciation of grandam
 ) + -y
 2
 .





granny flat

 
/ˈɡranē flat/






noun






‹informal›

 a part of a house made into self-contained accommodations suitable for an elderly relative.













granny gear






noun






‹informal›

 the lowest gear on a bicycle.













granny glasses






plural noun






‹informal›

 round, steel-rimmed or gold-rimmed glasses.













granny knot

 
/ˈɡranē nät/






noun




a square knot with the ends crossed the wrong way and therefore liable to slip or jam.













Granny Smith





I.
 
noun




a dessert apple of a bright green variety with crisp, sharp-flavored flesh, originating in Australia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Maria Ann (
Granny

 ) 
Smith

 (
c.

 1801–1870), who first produced such apples.





granodiorite

 
/ˌɡranəˈdīərīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a coarse-grained, plutonic rock containing quartz and plagioclase, between granite and diorite in composition.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from granite
 + diorite
 .





granola

 
/ɡrəˈnōlə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a kind of breakfast cereal consisting typically of rolled oats, brown sugar or honey, dried fruit, and nuts.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 denoting those with liberal or environmentalist political views, typified as eating health foods.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as a trademark): from 
gran-

 (representing granular
 or grain
 ) + 
-ola

 . The current term dates from the 1970s.





granolithic

 
/ˌɡranəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of concrete) containing fine granite chippings or crushed granite, used to render floors and surfaces.




2.
 
(of a floor or surface) rendered with granolithic concrete.








II.
 
noun




granolithic concrete or rendering.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
grano-

 (irregular combining form from Latin 
granum

 ‘grain’) + Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -ic
 .





granophyre

 
/ˈɡranəˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a granitic rock consisting of intergrown feldspar and quartz crystals in a medium- to fine-grained groundmass.








II.
 
derivatives





granophyric

 
/ˌɡranəˈfirik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Granophyr

 , from 
Granit

 ‘granite’ + 
Porphyr

 (see porphyry
 ).





grant

 
/ɡrant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
two objs.

 ]


1.
 
agree to give or allow (something requested) to




•
 
a letter granting them permission to smoke.










2.
 
give (a right, power, property, etc.) formally or legally to




•
 
the amendment that granted women the right to vote.










3.
 
agree or admit to (someone) that (something) is true




•
 
he hasn't made much progress, I'll grant you that.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money given by an organization, especially a government, for a particular purpose.




2.
 


‹formal›

 the action of granting something




•
 
we had to recommend the grant or refusal of broadcasting licenses.










3.
 


[Law]

 a legal conveyance or formal conferment




•
 
a grant of land




•
 
a grant of probate.










4.
 
a geographical subdivision in New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine.








III.
 
phrases





take for granted





a.
 
fail to properly appreciate (someone or something), especially as a result of overfamiliarity




•
 
the comforts that people take for granted




•
 
she took him for granted.










b.
 (
take something for granted

 )


i.
 
assume that something is true without questioning it




•
 
those companies challenged beliefs that everyone else took for granted




•
 
George had 
taken it for granted that

 they'd get married.






















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grantable

 
/ˈɡran(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
granter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
granter

 ‘consent to support,’ variant of 
creanter

 ‘to guarantee,’ based on Latin 
credere

 ‘entrust.’





Grant, Cary

 
/ɡrant/






(1904–86), US actor; born in Britain; born 
Alexander Archibald Leach

 . He made his mark as a debonair leading man, starring in such movies as 
Holiday

 (1938), 
The Philadelphia Story

 (1940), 
North by Northwest

 (1959), and 
Charade

 (1963).









Grant, Duncan






(1885–1978), Scottish painter and designer; a member of the Bloomsbury Group; full name 
Duncan James Corrow Grant

 .









Grant, Ulysses Simpson






(1822–85), 18th president of the US 1869–77; born 
Hiram Ulysses Grant

 . As supreme commander of the Union army, he defeated the Confederate army in 1865 with a policy of attrition. As a popular general elected to the presidency, he lacked political experience and was unable to check widespread political corruption and inefficiency. During his first administration, the 15th Amendment was ratified (giving all qualified male citizens the right to vote) and the national park system was established.









granted

 
/ˈɡran(t)əd/





I.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
admittedly; it is true (used to introduce a factor that is opposed to the main line of argument but is not regarded as so strong as to invalidate it)




•
 
granted, sitting around the house may not be your idea of the perfect retirement, but what's your choice when inflation is eroding the value of your nest egg?














II.
 
conjunction

 — (
granted that

 )


1.
 
even assuming that




•
 
granted that officers were used to making decisions, they still couldn't be expected to understand.




















grantee

 
/ɡranˈtē/






noun






[chiefly Law]

 a person to whom a grant or conveyance is made.













Grantha

 
/ˈɡrən(t)ə/





I.
 
noun




a southern Indian alphabet dating from the 5th century 
AD

 , used by Tamil Brahmans when writing Sanskrit transcriptions of their sacred books.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
grantha

 (see Adi Granth
 ).





grant-in-aid

 
/ˌɡrant ən ˈād/






noun




an amount of money given to a local government, an institution, or a particular scholar.














grantor

 
/ɡranˈtôr/






noun






[chiefly Law]

 a person or institution that makes a grant or conveyance.













grantsmanship

 
/ˈɡrantsmənˌSHip/





I.
 
noun




the skill or practice of obtaining grants-in-aid, especially for research.








II.
 
derivatives





grantsman






noun






















gran turismo

 
/ˌɡran to͝oˈrizmō /

 
GT





I.
 
noun




a high-performance model of automobile.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Italian, literally ‘great touring.’






granular

 
/ˈɡranyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or consisting of small grains or particles.




2.
 
having a roughened surface or structure.




3.
 


‹technical›

 characterized by a high level of granularity




•
 
a granular database.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin 
granulum

 (see granule
 ) + -ar
 1
 .





granularity

 
/ˌɡranyəˈlerədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being granular.




2.
 


‹technical›

 the scale or level of detail present in a set of data or other phenomenon




•
 
the granularity of this war is not the sand that covers most of the country, but these details that have proved so elusive.



















granulate

 
/ˈɡranyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
granulated

 )
 — form (something) into grains or particles




•
 
granulated sugar.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a substance) take the form of grains or particles




•
 
the syrup would not granulate properly.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
granulating

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a wound or lesion) form a grainy surface as part of the healing process.




4.
 
(as 
adj.

 
granulated

 )
 — 

[chiefly Biology]

 having a roughened surface




•
 
the skin is densely granulated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
granulation

 
/ˌɡranyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
granulator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun






















granulation tissue






noun




new vascular tissue in granular form on an ulcer or the healing surface of a wound.














granule

 
/ˈɡranyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a small compact particle of a substance




•
 
coffee granules.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
granulum

 , diminutive of Latin 
granum

 ‘grain.’





granulite

 
/ˈɡranyəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a fine-grained, granular metamorphic rock in which the main component minerals are typically feldspars and quartz.








II.
 
derivatives





granulitic

 
/ˌɡranyəˌlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from granule
 + -ite
 1
 .





granulocyte

 
/ˈɡranyələˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a white blood cell with secretory granules in its cytoplasm, e.g., an eosinophil or a basophil.








II.
 
derivatives





granulocytic

 
/ˌɡranyələˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from late Latin 
granulum

 ‘granule’ + -cyte
 .





granuloma

 
/ˌɡranyəˈlōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a mass of granulation tissue, typically produced in response to infection, inflammation, or the presence of a foreign substance.








II.
 
derivatives





granulomatous

 
/-ˈlämətəs /






adjective





















granulometric

 
/ˌɡranyələˈmetrik/






adjective




relating to the size, distribution, or measurement of grain sizes in sand, rock, or other deposits.













granulose

 
/ˈɡranyəˌlōs/






adjective




consisting of or covered with small grains or granules.













granum

 
/ˈɡrānəm/






singular form of grana
 .










grape

 
/ɡrāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a berry, typically green (classified as white), purple, red, or black, growing in clusters on a grapevine, eaten as fruit, and used in making wine.




2.
 
(
the grape

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 wine




•
 
an exploration of the grape.










3.
 
a dark purplish red color.




4.
 
short for grapeshot
 .








II.
 
derivatives





grapey

 
grapy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the Old French sense): from Old French, ‘bunch of grapes,’ probably from 
graper

 ‘gather grapes,’ from 
grap

 ‘hook’ (denoting an implement used in harvesting grapes), of Germanic origin.





grapefruit

 
/ˈɡrāpˌfro͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, round, yellow citrus fruit with an acid, juicy pulp.




2.
 
the tree bearing the grapefruit.

[
Citrus paradisi

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from grape
 + fruit
 (probably because the fruits grow in clusters).





grape hyacinth

 
/ɡrāp ˈhīəˌsinTH/






noun




a small Eurasian plant of the lily family, with clusters of small, globular blue flowers, cultivated as an ornamental or for use in perfume.

[Genus 
Muscari

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













grape ivy

 
/ɡrāp ˈīvē/






noun




an evergreen climbing plant of the grape family that is grown as a houseplant.

[Genus 
Cissus

 , family 
Vitaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. rhombifolia

 .]













grapeseed oil

 
/ˈɡrāpsēd ˌoil/






noun




oil extracted from the residue of grapes that have been juiced.














grapeshot

 
/ˈɡrāpˌSHät/






noun






‹historical›

 ammunition consisting of a number of small iron balls fired together from a cannon.













grape sugar

 
/ɡrāp ˈSHo͝oɡər/






noun




dextrose present in or derived from grapes.













grapevine

 
/ˈɡrāpˌvīn/






noun



1.
 
a vine native to both Eurasia and North America, especially one bearing fruit (grapes) used for eating or winemaking. Numerous cultivars and hybrids have been developed for the winemaking industry.

[Genus 
Vitis

 , family 
Vitaceae

 : many species, in particular 
V. vinifera

 and the American 
V. labrusca

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to the circulation of rumors and unofficial information




•
 
I'd heard 
through the grapevine

 that the business was nearly settled.



















graph1


 
/ɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diagram showing the relation between variable quantities, typically of two variables, each measured along one of a pair of axes at right angles.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a collection of points whose coordinates satisfy a given relation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plot or trace on a graph.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
graphic formula

 .






graph2


 
/ɡraf/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a visual symbol representing a unit of sound or other feature of speech. Graphs include not only letters of the alphabet but also punctuation marks.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
graphē

 ‘writing.’






-graph





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
in nouns denoting something written or drawn in a specified way




•
 
autograph.










2.
 
in nouns denoting an instrument that records




•
 
seismograph.

















– origin

 from French 
-graphe

 , based on Greek 
graphos

 ‘written, writing.’






grapheme

 
/ˈɡrafēm/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the smallest meaningful contrastive unit in a writing system.

Compare with phoneme
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
graphemic

 
/ɡraˈfēmik /






adjective













2.
 
graphemically

 
/ɡraˈfēmik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
graphemics

 
/ɡraˈfēmiks /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from graph
 2
 + -eme
 .





graphene

 
/ˈɡrafēn/





I.
 
noun




a fullerene consisting of bonded carbon atoms in sheet form one atom thick.











– origin

 1980s: blend of graphite
 and -ene
 (
sense

 2).






-grapher





I.
 
combining form




indicating a person concerned with a subject denoted by a noun ending in 
-graphy

 (such as 
geographer

 corresponding to 
geography

 ).











– origin

 from Greek 
-graphos

 ‘writer’ + -er
 1
 .






graphic

 
/ˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to visual art, especially involving drawing, engraving, or lettering




•
 
his mature graphic work.










2.
 
giving a vivid picture with explicit detail




•
 
he gave a graphic description of the torture.










3.
 


[Computing]

 of, relating to, or denoting a visual image




•
 
graphic information such as charts and diagrams.










4.
 
of or in the form of a graph.




5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Geology]

 of or denoting rocks having a surface texture resembling cuneiform writing.








II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a graphical item displayed on a screen or stored as data.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
graphikos

 , from 
graphē

 ‘writing, drawing.’






-graphic





I.
 
combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-graphy

 (such as 
demographic

 corresponding to 
demography

 ).











– origin

 from or suggested by Greek 
-graphikos

 , from 
graphē

 ‘writing, drawing’; partly from -graphy
 or -graph
 + -ic
 .





graphical

 
/ˈɡrafək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or in the form of a graph




•
 
flowcharts are graphical presentations.










2.
 
of or relating to visual art or computer graphics




•
 
a high-resolution graphical display.



















-graphical






combining form




equivalent to -graphic
 .













graphically

 
/ˈɡrafəklē/






adverb



1.
 
with clear and vividly explicit details




•
 
the article graphically describes her ordeal.










2.
 
by means of a visual image




•
 
our design is represented graphically in Figure 1.










3.
 
in the form of a graph




•
 
clinical measurements are displayed graphically.



















-graphically






combining form




in adverbs corresponding to nouns ending in 
-graphic

 (such as 
demographically

 corresponding to 
demographic

 ).













graphical user interface

 
GUI






noun






[Computing]

 a visual way of interacting with a computer using items such as windows, icons, and menus, used by most modern operating systems.













graphic arts

 
/ˈˌɡrafik ˈärts/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the visual arts based on the use of line and tone rather than three-dimensional work or the use of color.




2.
 
(
graphic art

 )
 — the activity of practicing the graphic arts, especially as a subject of study.








II.
 
derivatives





graphic artist






noun





















graphic design

 
/ˈɡrafik dəˈzīn dēˈzīn/





I.
 
noun




the art or skill of combining text and pictures in advertisements, magazines, or books.








II.
 
derivatives





graphic designer






noun





















graphic equalizer

 
/ˈɡrafik ˈēkwəˌlīzər/






noun




an electronic device or computer program that allows the separate control of the strength and quality of frequency bands in an audio signal.













graphic novel






noun




a novel in comic-strip format.













graphics

 
/ˈɡrafiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the products of the graphic arts, especially commercial design or illustration.




2.
 
the use of diagrams in calculation and design.




3.
 
(also 
computer graphics

 ) [treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — visual images produced by computer processing.




4.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the use of computers linked to display screens to generate and manipulate visual images.













graphics card






noun






[Computing]

 a printed circuit board that controls the output to a display screen.













graphics tablet

 
/ˈɡrafiks ˈtablət/






noun






[Computing]

 an input device consisting of a flat, pressure-sensitive pad that the user draws on or points at with a special stylus, to guide a pointer displayed on the screen.














graphite

 
/ˈɡraˌfīt/





I.
 
noun




a gray, crystalline, allotropic form of carbon that occurs as a mineral in some rocks and can be made from coke. It is used as a solid lubricant, in pencils, and as a moderator in nuclear reactors.








II.
 
derivatives





graphitic

 
/ɡrəˈfitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: coined in German (
Graphit

 ), from Greek 
graphein

 ‘write’ (because of its use as pencil “lead”).





graphitize

 
/ˈɡrafəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb






‹technical›

 convert or be converted into graphite.








II.
 
derivatives





graphitization

 
/ˌɡrafəˌtīˈzāSHen ˌɡrafədəˈzāSHen /






noun





















graphology

 
/ɡrəˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of handwriting, for example, as used to infer a person's character.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the study of written and printed symbols and of writing systems.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
graphological

 
/ˌɡrafəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
graphologist

 
/ɡrəˈfäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
graphē

 ‘writing’ + -logy
 .





graph paper

 
/ɡraf ˈpāpər/






noun




paper printed with a network of small squares to assist the drawing of graphs or other diagrams.













graph theory






noun




the mathematical theory of the properties and applications of graphs.














-graphy





I.
 
combining form

 — [in 
nouns denoting

 :]


1.
 
a descriptive science




•
 
geography.










2.
 
a technique of producing images




•
 
radiography.










3.
 
a style or method of writing or drawing




•
 
calligraphy.










4.
 
writing about (a specified subject)




•
 
hagiography.










5.
 
a written or printed list




•
 
filmography.

















– origin

 from or suggested by Greek 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





grapnel

 
/ˈɡrapnəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grappling hook.




2.
 
a small anchor with several flukes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French diminutive of Old French 
grapon

 , of Germanic origin.





grappa

 
/ˈɡräpə/





I.
 
noun




a brandy distilled from the fermented residue of grapes after they have been pressed in winemaking.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘grape stalk,’ of Germanic origin.





grapple

 
/ˈɡrapəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in a close fight or struggle without weapons; wrestle




•
 
passersby 
grappled with

 the man after the knife attack.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — seize hold of (someone).




3.
 
(
grapple with

 )
 — struggle with or work hard to deal with or overcome (a difficulty or challenge)




•
 
other towns are still grappling with the problem.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 seize or hold with a grapnel.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of grappling.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a wrestling match.




3.
 
an instrument for catching hold of or seizing something; a grappling hook.








III.
 
derivatives





grappler

 
/ˈɡraplər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a grapnel): from Old French 
grapil

 , from Provençal, diminutive of 
grapa

 ‘hook,’ of Germanic origin; related to grape
 . The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





grappling

 
/ˈɡrapliNG/






noun



1.
 
a grappling hook or grappling iron.




2.
 
a small anchor; a grapnel.














grappling hook

 
/ˈɡrapliNG ˌho͝ok /

 
grappling iron






noun




a device with iron claws, attached to a rope and used for dragging or grasping.













graptolite

 
/ˈɡraptəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




an extinct marine invertebrate animal of the Paleozoic era, forming mainly planktonic colonies and believed to be related to the pterobranchs.

[Class 
Graptolithina

 , phylum 
Hemichordata

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
graptos

 ‘marked with letters’ + -lite
 : so named because of the impressions left on hard shales, resembling markings with a slate pencil.





GRAS






abbreviation




generally recognized as safe; an FDA label for substances not known to be health hazards.













grasp

 
/ɡrasp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seize and hold firmly




•
 
she grasped the bottle.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
grasp at

 )
 — try to seize hold of




•
 
they grasped at each other with numbed fingers




•
 
they had grasped at any means to overthrow him.










3.
 
get mental hold of; comprehend fully




•
 
the way in which children could grasp complex ideas.










4.
 
act decisively to the advantage of (something)




•
 
we must grasp the opportunities offered.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a firm hold or grip




•
 
the child slipped from her grasp.










2.
 
a person's power or capacity to attain something




•
 
he knew success was within his grasp.










3.
 
a person's understanding




•
 
meanings that are beyond my grasp




•
 
his grasp of detail.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
grasp at straws (or a straw)






see straw
 .









2.
 
grasp the nettle








(Brit.)

 tackle a difficulty boldly.

[because a nettle stings when touched lightly, but not when grasped firmly.]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
graspable

 
/ˈɡraspəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
grasper






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to grope
 .





grasping

 
/ˈɡraspiNG/





I.
 
adjective




greedy; avaricious




•
 
grasping, power-hungry individuals.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
graspingly






adverb













2.
 
graspingness






noun






















grass

 
/ɡras/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
vegetation consisting of typically short plants with long narrow leaves, growing wild or cultivated on lawns and pasture, and as a fodder crop.




2.
 
ground covered with grass




•
 
he sat down on the grass.










3.
 
pastureland




•
 
the farms were mostly given over to grass.










4.
 
the mainly herbaceous plant that constitutes grass, which has jointed stems and spikes of small, wind-pollinated flowers.

Grasses belong to the large family 
Gramineae

 (or 
Poaceae

 ; the 
grass family

 ), and form the dominant vegetation of many areas of the world. The possession of a growing point that is mainly at ground level makes grasses suitable as the food of many grazing animals, and for use in lawns and playing fields.




5.
 


‹informal›

 marijuana.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a police informer.

[perhaps related to the 19th-cent. rhyming slang 
grasshopper

 ‘copper.’]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be grassed

 )
 — cover (an area of ground) with grass




•
 
hillsides so closely 
grassed over

 , they seem to be painted green.










2.
 


(US)

 feed (livestock) with grass.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 inform the police of criminal activity or plans




•
 
someone had 
grassed on

 the thieves.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence








‹proverb›

 other people's lives or situations always seem better than one's own.









2.
 
not let the grass grow under one's feet






not delay in acting or taking an opportunity.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grassless






adjective













2.
 
grasslike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
græs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gras

 , German 
Gras

 , also ultimately to green
 and grow
 .





Grass, Günter

 
/ɡräs/






(1927–2015), German novelist, poet, and playwright; full name 
Günter Wilhelm Grass

 . His works are intellectual and experimental and often reflect his socialist views. Notable works: 
The Tin Drum

 (1959), 
The Plebeians Rehearse the Uprising

 (1966), and 
The Flounder

 (1977). Nobel Prize for Literature (1999).









grass carp






noun




a large Chinese freshwater fish, farmed for food in Southeast Asia and introduced elsewhere to control the growth of vegetation in waterways.

[
Ctenopharyngodon idella

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]













grasscloth

 
/ˈɡrasˌklôTH/






noun




a fine, light cloth resembling linen, woven from the fibers of the inner bark of the ramie plant.













grass court






noun




a tennis court with a surface of grass.




•
 
the grounds include a hard tennis court and a grass court.



















grasscycling

 
/ˈɡrasˌsīkliNG/






noun




the leaving of chopped grass clippings on a mowed lawn as a fertilizer.




•
 
grasscycling is the easiest, most environmentally beneficial method of dealing with grass clippings.



















grasshopper

 
/ˈɡrasˌhäpər/






noun




a plant-eating insect with long hind legs that are used for jumping and for producing a chirping sound. It frequents grassy places and low vegetation.

[Family 
Acrididae

 , order 
Orthoptera

 : many genera.]













grasshopper mouse






noun




a mainly carnivorous North American mouse with a stout body, gray or brownish fur, and a short white-tipped tail.

[Genus 
Onychomys

 , family 
Muridae: three species

 .]













grassland

 
/ˈɡrasˌland/






noun

 — (also 
grasslands

 )


1.
 
a large open area of country covered with grass, especially one used for grazing




•
 
rough grassland.



















grass of Parnassus

 
/ɡras əv pärˈnasəs/






noun




a herbaceous plant of north temperate regions that bears a solitary white flower.

[Genus 
Parnassia

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 : several species, including 
P. glauca

 and 
P. palustris

 .]













grass parrot

 
grass parakeet






noun






(Austral.)

 a small parrot frequenting grassy country.

[Family 
Psittacidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Psephotus

 and 
Neophema

 .]














grass pea






noun




a plant of the pea family which is cultivated as food for animals and humans, though excessive consumption can lead to lathyrism.

Also called chickling pea
 . [
Lathyrus sativus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













grassquit

 
/ˈɡraskwit/






noun




a small Caribbean and tropical American songbird related to the buntings, the male being partly or mainly black.

[Family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ): three genera, in particular 
Tiaris

 , and several species.]














grass roots

 
/ˈɡras ˈˌro͞ots /

 
grassroots






plural noun



1.
 
the most basic level of an activity or organization




•
 
the whole campaign would be conducted 
at the grass roots






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
trying to improve the sport's image 
at the grass-roots level

 .










2.
 
ordinary people regarded as the main body of an organization's membership




•
 
you have lost touch with the grass roots of the party.



















grass ski





I.
 
noun




each of a pair of short skis with rollers on the bottom, for going down grass-covered slopes.








II.
 
derivatives





grass skiing






noun





















grass skirt

 
/ˌɡras ˈskərt/






noun




a skirt made of long grass and leaves fastened to a waistband, associated especially with female dancers from some Pacific islands.













grass snake

 
/ɡras snāk/






noun



1.
 
a common harmless Eurasian snake that typically has a yellowish band around the neck and is often found in or near water.

[
Natrix natrix

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for green snake
 .













grass tetany






noun




a disease of livestock caused by magnesium deficiency, occurring especially when there is a change from indoor feeding to outdoor grazing.













grass widow

 
/ˈˌɡras ˈˌwidō/





I.
 
noun




a woman whose husband is away often or for a prolonged period.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting an unmarried woman with a child): from grass
 + widow
 , perhaps from the idea of the couple having lain on the grass instead of in bed. The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.; compare with Dutch 
grasweduwe

 and German 
Strohwitwe

 ‘straw widow.’





grassy

 
/ˈɡrasē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or covered with grass




•
 
grassy slopes.










2.
 
characteristic of grass




•
 
an intense grassy green.














II.
 
derivatives





grassiness

 
/ˈɡrasēnəs /






noun





















grate1


 
/ɡrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reduce (something, especially food) to small shreds by rubbing it on a grater




•
 
peel and roughly grate the carrots




•
 (as 
adj.

 
grated

 )
 
grated cheese.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make an unpleasant rasping sound




•
 
the hinges of the door grated.










3.
 
(
grate against

 )
 — rub against something with a rasping sound




•
 
his helmet grated against the top of the door.










4.
 
have an irritating effect




•
 
he had a juvenile streak that 
grated on

 her nerves.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
grater

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
kratzen

 ‘to scratch.’






grate2


 
/ɡrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the recess of a fireplace or furnace.




2.
 
a metal frame confining fuel in a fireplace or furnace.




3.
 
a grating.











– origin

 Middle English (meaning ‘a grating’): from Old French, based on Latin 
cratis

 ‘hurdle.’






grateful

 
/ˈɡrātfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing an appreciation of kindness; thankful




•
 
I'm very grateful to you for all your help.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 received or experienced with gratitude; welcome




•
 
enjoying the grateful shade.














II.
 
derivatives





gratefulness

 
/ˈɡrātfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete 
grate

 ‘pleasing, agreeable, thankful’ (from Latin 
gratus

 ) + -ful
 .





gratefully

 
/ˈɡrātfəlē/






adverb




with appreciation for something done or received




•
 
your financial support is gratefully acknowledged




•
 
they smiled gratefully at her understanding.



















grater

 
/ˈɡrādər/






noun




a device having a surface covered with holes edged by slightly raised cutting edges, used for grating cheese and other foods.













graticule

 
/ˈɡradəˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a network of lines representing meridians and parallels, on which a map or plan can be represented.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
graticula

 ‘a little grating,’ from Latin 
craticula

 ‘gridiron,’ diminutive of 
cratis

 ‘hurdle.’





gratification

 
/ˌɡradəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
pleasure, especially when gained from the satisfaction of a desire




•
 
a thirst for sexual gratification.










2.
 
a source of pleasure.













gratify

 
/ˈɡradəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) pleasure or satisfaction




•
 
I was gratified to see the coverage in May's issue




•
 (as 
adj.

 
gratifying

 )
 
the results were gratifying.










2.
 
indulge or satisfy (a desire)




•
 
not all the sexual impulses can be gratified.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gratifier






noun













2.
 
gratifyingly

 
/ˈɡradəˌfīiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘make pleasing’): from French 
gratifier

 or Latin 
gratificari

 ‘give or do as a favor,’ from 
gratus

 ‘pleasing, thankful.’





gratin

 
/ˈɡratn/





I.
 
noun




a dish with a light browned crust of breadcrumbs or melted cheese.











– origin

 French, from 
gratter

 , earlier 
grater

 ‘to grate.’





gratiné

 
/ˌɡrätnˈā, ˌɡra- /

 
gratinée





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
another term for au gratin
 .








II.
 
derivatives





gratinéed






adjective



















– origin

 French, past participle of 
gratiner

 ‘cook au gratin.’





grating1


 
/ˈɡrādiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sounding harsh and unpleasant




•
 
her high, grating voice.










2.
 
irritating




•
 
a smarty-pants tone that I found grating.














II.
 
derivatives





gratingly






adverb





















grating2


 
/ˈɡrādiNG/






noun



1.
 
a framework of parallel or crossed bars, typically preventing access through an opening while permitting communication or ventilation.




2.
 
(also 
diffraction grating

 )
 — 

[Optics]

 a set of equally spaced parallel wires, or a surface ruled with equally spaced parallel lines, used to produce spectra by diffraction.













gratis

 
/ˈɡradəs/





I.
 
adverb




without charge; free




•
 
a monthly program was issued gratis.














II.
 
adjective




given or done for nothing; free




•
 
gratis copies.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, contraction of 
gratiis

 ‘as a kindness,’ from 
gratia

 ‘grace, kindness.’





gratitude

 
/ˈɡradəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness




•
 
she expressed her gratitude to the committee for their support.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
gratitudo

 , from Latin 
gratus

 ‘pleasing, thankful.’





grats

 
/ɡrats/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 congratulations




•
 
he played very well so I think grats are due




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
grats to all four teams!

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





gratuitous

 
/ɡrəˈt(y)o͞oədəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
uncalled for; lacking good reason; unwarranted




•
 
gratuitous violence.










2.
 
given or done free of charge




•
 
solicitors provide a form of gratuitous legal advice.














II.
 
derivatives





gratuitousness

 
/ɡrəˈt(y)o͞oədəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
gratuitus

 ‘given freely, spontaneous’ + -ous
 .





gratuitously

 
/ɡrəˈt(y)o͞oədəslē/






adverb



1.
 
without good reason; unjustifiably




•
 
artifacts were gratuitously destroyed




•
 
gratuitously insulting remarks.










2.
 
free of charge




•
 
his care was provided gratuitously.



















gratuity

 
/ɡrəˈt(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a tip given to a waiter, taxicab driver, etc.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting graciousness or favor): from Old French 
gratuité

 or medieval Latin 
gratuitas

 ‘gift,’ from Latin 
gratus

 ‘pleasing, thankful.’





Grau, Shirley Ann

 
/ɡrou/






(1929–), US writer. Her works include 
The Keepers of the House

 (1964), 
The Condor Passes

 (1971), and 
Roadwalkers

 (1994).









gravamen

 
/ɡrəˈvāmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 the essence or most serious part of a complaint or accusation.




2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 a grievance.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an ecclesiastical term denoting formal presentation of a grievance): from late Latin, literally ‘physical inconvenience,’ from Latin 
gravare

 ‘to load,’ from 
gravis

 ‘heavy.’






grave1


 
/ɡrāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place of burial for a dead body, typically a hole dug in the ground and marked by a stone or mound




•
 
the coffin was lowered into the grave.










2.
 
(
the grave

 )
 — used as an allusive term for death




•
 
life beyond the grave.










3.
 
a place where a broken piece of machinery or other discarded object lies




•
 
lift the aircraft from its watery grave.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
dig one's own grave






do something foolish that causes one to fail or be ruined.









2.
 
(as) silent (or quiet) as the grave






extremely quiet.









3.
 
take the (or one's, etc.) secret to the grave






die without revealing a secret.









4.
 
turn (also turn over) in one's grave






used to express the opinion that something would have caused anger or distress to someone who is now dead




•
 
Bach must be turning in his grave at the vulgarities of the twentieth century.





















– origin

 Old English 
græf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
graf

 and German 
Grab

 .






grave2


 
/ɡrāv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving cause for alarm; serious




•
 
a matter of grave concern.










2.
 
serious or solemn in manner or appearance; somber




•
 
his face was grave.














II.
 
noun





/ɡräv /

 — another term for grave accent
 .








III.
 
derivatives





graveness

 
/ˈɡrāvnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally of a wound in the sense ‘severe, serious’): from Old French 
grave

 or Latin 
gravis

 ‘heavy, serious.’






grave3


 
/ɡrāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 engrave (an inscription or image) on a surface.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 fix (something) indelibly in the mind




•
 
the times are graven on my memory.

















– origin

 Old English 
grafan

 ‘dig,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
graben

 , Dutch 
graven

 ‘dig’ and German 
begraben

 ‘bury,’ also to grave
 1
 and groove
 .






grave4


 
/ɡrāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 clean (a ship's bottom) by burning off the accretions and then tarring it.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from French dialect 
grave

 , variant of Old French 
greve

 ‘shore’ (because originally the ship would have been run aground).





grave5


 
/ˈɡrävā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (as a direction) slowly; with solemnity.











– origin

 Italian, ‘slowl.’






grave accent

 
/ˌɡräv ˈaksent ˌɡrāv ˈaksent/





I.
 
noun




a mark (`) placed over certain letters in some languages to indicate an alteration of a sound, as of quality, quantity, or pitch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French 
grave

 (see grave
 2
 ).





gravedigger

 
/ˈɡrāvˌdiɡər/






noun




a person who digs graves.













gravel

 
/ˈɡravəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose aggregation of small water-worn or pounded stones.




2.
 
a mixture of small stones with coarse sand, used for paths and roads and as an aggregate.




3.
 
a stratum or deposit of gravel.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 aggregations of crystals formed in the urinary tract.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (an area of ground) with gravel.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 make (someone) angry or annoyed




•
 
this was a bad strike, and it graveled him to involve himself in it.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 make (someone) feel confused or puzzled.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
grave

 (see grave
 4
 ).





gravel-blind

 
/ˌɡravəlˈblīnd/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 almost completely blind.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: originally as 
high-gravel-blind

 , a humorous usage meaning ‘more than sand-blind (= half-blind),’ with reference to Shakespeare's 
Merchant of Venice

 .





gravelly

 
/ˈɡravəlē/






adjective



1.
 
resembling, containing, or consisting of gravel




•
 
a dry gravelly soil.










2.
 
(of a voice) deep and rough-sounding.













gravely

 
/ˈɡrāvlē/






adverb



1.
 
to a degree that gives cause for alarm




•
 
the economy has suffered gravely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he fell gravely ill.










2.
 
in a serious or solemn manner




•
 
the guard nodded gravely.



















graven

 
/ˈɡrāvən/






past participle of grave
 3
 .









graven image





I.
 
noun




a carved idol or representation of a god used as an object of worship.











– origin

 with biblical allusion to Exod. 20:4.





Gravenstein

 
/ˈɡrävənˌstīn/





I.
 
noun




a widely grown apple of a large variety having yellow, red-streaked skin, used for cooking and as a dessert apple.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: the German form of 
Graasten

 , a village in Denmark formerly in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany.





graver

 
/ˈɡrāvər/






noun



1.
 
a burin or other engraving tool.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who engraves or carves.













Graves

 
/ˈɡrāvz ɡräːv/






noun




a red or white wine from the district of Graves, to the south of Bordeaux in France.













Graves, Robert

 
/ˈɡrāvz/






(1895–1985), English poet, novelist, and critic; professor of poetry at Oxford University 1961–66; full name 
Robert Ranke Graves

 . Notable prose works: 
Goodbye to All That

 (1929), 
I, Claudius

 (1934), and 
The White Goddess

 (1948).










Graves' disease





I.
 
noun




a swelling of the neck and protrusion of the eyes resulting from an overactive thyroid gland.

Also called exophthalmic goiter
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Robert J. 
Graves

 (1796–1853), the Irish physician who first identified it.





graveside

 
/ˈɡrāvsīd/






noun




the ground around the edge of a grave.













gravesite

 
/ˈɡrāvsīt/






noun




the location of a person's grave.













gravestone

 
/ˈɡrāvˌstōn/






noun




an inscribed headstone marking a grave.













Gravettian

 
/ɡrəˈvedēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting an Upper Paleolithic culture in Europe following the Aurignacian, dated to about 28,000–19,000 years ago.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Gravettian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Gravettian culture or period.











– origin

 1930s: from 
la Gravette

 , an archaeological site in southwestern France, where objects from this culture were found.





graveyard

 
/ˈɡrāvˌyärd/






noun




a burial ground, especially one beside a church.













graveyard shift

 
/ˈɡrāvˌyärd SHift/






noun




a work shift that runs through the early morning hours, typically covering the period between midnight and 8 a.m.














gravid

 
/ˈɡravəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 pregnant; carrying eggs or young.




2.
 
full of meaning or a specified quality




•
 
the scene is gravid with unease.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
gravidus

 ‘laden, pregnant,’ from 
gravis

 ‘heavy.’





gravimeter

 
/ɡrəˈvimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the difference in the force of gravity from one place to another.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
gravimètre

 , from 
grave

 ‘heavy’ (from Latin 
gravis

 ) + 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’





gravimetric

 
/ˌɡravəˈmetrik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the measurement of weight.




2.
 
of or relating to the measurement of gravity.













gravimetry

 
/ɡrəˈvimətrē/






noun






[Physics]

 the measurement of weight.













graving dock





I.
 
noun




another term for dry dock
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
graving

 from grave
 4
 .





gravitas

 
/ˈɡravəˌtäs/





I.
 
noun




dignity, seriousness, or solemnity of manner




•
 
a post for which he has the expertise and the gravitas.

















– origin

 Latin, from 
gravis

 ‘serious.’






gravitate

 
/ˈɡravəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move toward or be attracted to a place, person, or thing




•
 
they gravitated to the Catholic faith in their hour of need.










2.
 


[Physics]

 move, or tend to move, toward a center of gravity or other attractive force.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 descend or sink by the force of gravity.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
gravitat-

 , from the verb 
gravitare

 , from Latin 
gravitas

 ‘weight.’






gravitation

 
/ˌɡravəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
movement, or a tendency to move, toward a center of attractive force, as in the falling of bodies to the earth.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a force of attraction exerted by each particle of matter in the universe on every other particle




•
 
the law of universal gravitation.







Compare with gravity
 .




3.
 
movement toward or attraction to something




•
 
a tentative gravitation toward the prices that we saw before the announcement.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
gravitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
gravitare

 (see gravitate
 ).





gravitational

 
/ˌɡravəˈtāSH(ə)nəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to movement toward a center of gravity




•
 
the gravitational field of the comet is very weak.










2.
 
denoting a forceful attraction or movement toward something




•
 
for many international companies Russia's 
gravitational pull

 is simply too strong to resist.














II.
 
derivatives





gravitationally

 
/ˌɡravəˈtāSH(ə)nəlē /






adverb





















gravitational constant

 
G






noun






[Physics]

 the constant in Newton's law of gravitation relating gravity to the masses and separation of particles, equal to 6.67 × 1011
 N m2
 kg2
 .













gravitational field






noun






[Physics]

 the region of space surrounding a body in which another body experiences a force of gravitational attraction.













gravitational lens






noun






[Astronomy]

 a region of space containing a massive object whose gravitational field distorts electromagnetic radiation passing through it in a similar way to a lens, sometimes producing a multiple image of a remote object.














graviton

 
/ˈɡravəˌtän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a hypothetical quantum of gravitational energy, regarded as a particle.











– origin

 1940s: from gravitation
 + -on
 .






gravity

 
/ˈɡravədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the force that attracts a body toward the center of the earth, or toward any other physical body having mass. For most purposes Newton's laws of gravity apply, with minor modifications to take the general theory of relativity into account.




2.
 
the degree of intensity of this, measured by acceleration.




3.
 
extreme or alarming importance; seriousness




•
 
crimes of the utmost gravity.










4.
 
seriousness or solemnity of manner




•
 
has the poet ever spoken with greater eloquence or gravity?

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): from Old French, or from Latin 
gravitas

 ‘weight, seriousness,’ from 
gravis

 ‘heavy.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the 17th cent.





gravity feed





I.
 
noun




a supply system making use of gravity to maintain the flow of material.








II.
 
derivatives





gravity-fed






adjective





















gravity wave






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a hypothetical wave carrying gravitational energy, postulated by Einstein to be emitted when a massive body is accelerated.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a wave propagated on a liquid surface or in a fluid through the effects of gravity.













gravlax

 
/ˈɡrävˌläks/





I.
 
noun




a Scandinavian dish of dry-cured salmon marinated in herbs.











– origin

 Swedish, from 
grav

 ‘trench’ + 
lax

 ‘salmon’ (from the former practice of burying the salmon in salt in a hole in the ground).





gravure

 
/ɡrəˈvyo͝or/






noun



1.
 
an image produced from etching a plate through an intaglio process and producing a print from it.




2.
 
the production of gravure prints.













gravy

 
/ˈɡrāvē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fat and juices exuding from meat during cooking.




2.
 
a sauce made from cooked meat juices together with stock and other ingredients.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 unearned or unexpected money.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a spicy sauce): perhaps from a misreading (as 
gravé

 ) of Old French 
grané

 , probably from 
grain

 ‘spice,’ from Latin 
granum

 ‘grain.’





gravy boat

 
/ˈɡrāvē ˌbōt/






noun




a boat-shaped vessel used for serving gravy or sauce; sauceboat.













gravy train






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a situation in which someone can make a lot of money for very little effort




•
 
come to Hollywood and get on the gravy train.




















gray1


 
/ɡrā /

 


‹Brit.›

 grey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a color intermediate between black and white, as of ashes or an overcast sky




•
 
gray flannel trousers.










2.
 
(of a person) having gray hair




•
 
a gray, fatherly gentleman.










3.
 


‹informal›

 relating to old people, especially when seen as an oppressed group




•
 
gray power.










4.
 
(of the weather) cloudy and dull; without sun




•
 
a cold, gray November day.










5.
 
(of a person's face) pale, as through tiredness, age, or illness




•
 
a few people, their faces gray and bitter.










6.
 
dull and nondescript; without interest or character




•
 
gray, faceless men




•
 
the gray daily routine.










7.
 
(of financial or trading activity) not accounted for in official statistics




•
 
the gray economy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
gray color or pigment




•
 
dirty intermediate tones of gray.










2.
 
gray clothes or material




•
 
the gentleman in gray.










3.
 
gray hair




•
 
he sighed at the amount of gray at his temple.










4.
 
(usu. 
Gray

 )
 — the Confederate army in the Civil War, or a member of that army.




5.
 
a gray thing or animal, in particular a gray or white horse.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of hair) become gray with age




•
 
he had put on weight and grayed somewhat




•
 (as 
adj.

 
graying

 )
 
a man of about fifty with graying hair.










2.
 
(of a person or group) become older; age


(as 
adj.

 
graying

 )


•
 
a graying workforce.














IV.
 
phrasal verbs





gray something out






display a menu option in a light font to indicate that it is not available




•
 
all the property fields on the Shortcut tab are either missing or grayed out.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grayish

 
/ˈɡrāiSH /






adjective













2.
 
grayly






adverb













3.
 
grayness

 
/ˈɡrānəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English
grǣg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
grauw

 and German 
grau

 .





gray2


 
/ɡrā /

 
Gy





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of the absorbed dose of ionizing radiation, corresponding to one joule per kilogram.











– origin

 1970s: named after Louis H. 
Gray

 (1905–65), English radiobiologist.





Gray, Asa

 
/ɡrā/






(1810–88), US botanist. Finding no conflict between evolution and his view of divine design in nature, he supported Darwin's theories at a time when they were unpopular.









Gray, Elisha






(1835–1901), US inventor. A rival of Alexander Graham Bell for the telephone patent, he founded a small business that eventually became the Western Electric Company.









Gray, Horace






(1828–1902), US Supreme Court associate justice 1881–1902. Appointed to the Court by President Arthur, he had served as Massachusetts' chief justice 1873–81.









Gray, Thomas






(1716–71), English poet; known for 
“Elegy Written in a Country Church-Yard”

 (1751).









gray area

 
/ɡrā ˈerēə/






noun




an ill-defined situation or field not readily conforming to a category or to an existing set of rules




•
 
gray areas in the legislation have still to be clarified.



















graybeard

 
/ˈɡrāˌbird /

 


‹Brit.›

 greybeard






noun



1.
 


‹humorous›

 
‹derogatory›

 an old man.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a large stoneware jug used for holding spirits.













Gray code





I.
 
noun




a numerical code used in computing in which consecutive integers are represented by binary numbers differing in only one digit.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after Frank 
Gray

 (1887–1969), American physicist.





gray eminence

 
/ɡrā ˈemənəns/






noun




another term for éminence grise
 .













Gray Friar

 
/ɡrā ˈfrī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a Franciscan friar.











– origin

 Middle English: so named because of the color of the order's habit.





gray goods

 
/ˈɡrā ˌɡo͝odz/






plural noun



1.
 
newly manufactured fabrics that have not been subjected to whitening processes.




2.
 
goods traded in a gray market.













gray goose

 
/ɡrā ɡo͞os/






noun




a goose of a group distinguished by having mainly gray plumage.

[Genus 
Anser

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several species, e.g., graylag and white-fronted geese.]














gray jay






noun




a fluffy, long-tailed jay with dark gray upper parts and a whitish face, found in Canada and the northwestern US.

[
Perisoreus canadensis

 , family 
Corvidae

 .]














gray kangaroo






noun




a large forest-dwelling kangaroo native to Australia.

[Genus 
Macropus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : the eastern 
M. giganteus

 (also called forester
 ), with silvery-gray fur, and the western 
M. fuliginosus

 , with brownish fur.]













graylag

 
/ˈɡrālaɡ /

 
graylag goose





I.
 
noun




a large goose with mainly gray plumage, which is native to Eurasia and is the ancestor of the domestic goose.

[
Anser anser

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably from gray
 1
 + dialect 
lag

 ‘goose,’ of unknown origin.





grayling

 
/ˈɡrāliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible freshwater fish of Eurasia and North America that is silvery-gray with horizontal violet stripes and has a long, high dorsal fin.

[Genus 
Thymallus

 , family 
Salmonidae

 : several species.]




2.
 
a mainly brown European butterfly that has wings with bright eyespots and grayish undersides.

[
Hipparchia semele

 , subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from gray
 1
 + -ling
 .





graymail

 
/ˈɡrāmāl/






noun




a tactic used by the defense in a spy trial, involving the threat to expose government secrets unless charges against the defendant are dropped.













gray market






noun




an unofficial market or trade in something, especially unissued shares or controlled or scarce goods




•
 
the discounting of bonds in the gray market




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a gray market price.




















gray matter

 
/ˈɡrā ˈˌmadər/






noun



1.
 
the darker tissue of the brain and spinal cord, consisting mainly of nerve cell bodies and branching dendrites.

Compare with white matter
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 intelligence




•
 
I wish I had a little of her gray matter.




















gray mullet

 
/ɡrā ˈmələt/






noun




a thick-bodied, blunt-headed fish that typically lives in inshore or estuarine waters and is a valued food fish.

[Family 
Mugilidae

 : several genera and species.]













gray parrot

 
African gray parrot






noun




a parrot of western equatorial Africa, with gray plumage and a red tail, widely kept as a pet for its mimicking abilities.

[
Psittacus erithacus

 , family 
Psittacidae

 .]













grayscale

 
/ˈɡrāskāl/






noun






[Computing]

 a range of gray shades from white to black, as used in a monochrome display or printout


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a grayscale scanner.




















gray seal

 
/ɡrā sē(ə)l/






noun




a large seal with a spotted, grayish coat and a convex profile, found commonly in the North Atlantic.

Also called Atlantic seal
 . [
Halichoerus grypus

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]













gray squirrel

 
/ɡrā ˈskwər(ə)l/






noun




an American tree squirrel with mainly gray fur.

[Genus 
Sciurus

 , family 
Sciuridae

 : four species, in particular 
Sciurus carolinensis

 , native to eastern North America and introduced to Britain and elsewhere.]













graywacke

 
/ˈɡrāˌwakə /

 


‹Brit.›

 greywacke





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark coarse-grained sandstone containing more than 15 percent clay.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as 
grauwacke

 ): from German 
Grauwacke

 , from 
grau

 ‘gray’ + wacke
 . The anglicized form dates from the early 19th cent.






gray water






noun






‹technical›

 the relatively clean waste water from baths, sinks, washing machines, and other kitchen appliances.

Compare with black water
 .













gray whale






noun




a mottled gray baleen whale that typically has heavy encrustations of barnacles on the skin, commonly seen in coastal waters of the northeastern Pacific.

[
Eschrichtius robustus

 , the only member of the family 
Eschrichtiidae

 .]














gray wolf

 
/ˌɡrā ˈwo͝olf/






noun




another term for timber wolf
 .













Graz

 
/ɡräts/






a city in southern Austria, on the Mur River; pop. 247,515 (2006). It is the second largest city in Austria.










graze1


 
/ɡrāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of cattle, sheep, etc.) eat grass in a field




•
 
cattle 
graze on

 the open meadows.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) feed on (grass or land covered by grass)




•
 
llamas graze the tufts of grass.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (cattle, sheep, etc.) to feed on land covered by grass




•
 
shepherds who grazed animals on common land.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) eat small quantities of food at frequent but irregular intervals




•
 
advertisers should not encourage children to 
graze on

 snacks or sweets.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 casually sample something




•
 
we grazed up and down the channels.














II.
 
derivatives





grazer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grasian

 , from 
græs

 ‘grass.’





graze2


 
/ɡrāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scrape the skin of (a part of the body) so as to break the surface but cause little or no bleeding




•
 
she fell down and grazed her knees.










2.
 
touch or scrape lightly in passing




•
 
his hands just grazed hers.














II.
 
noun




a slight injury where the skin is scraped




•
 
it'll be fine, it's only a graze.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps a specific use of graze
 1
 .





grazier

 
/ˈɡrāZHər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a person who rears or fattens cattle or sheep for market.











– origin

 Middle English: from grass
 + -ier
 .





grazing

 
/ˈɡrāziNG/






noun




grassland suitable for pasturage




•
 
pastures and rough grazing.



















grease





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ɡrēs /



1.
 
oily or fatty matter, in particular




2.
 
a thick oily substance used as a lubricant




•
 
axle grease.










3.
 
oil or fat used or produced in cooking.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ɡrēs ɡrēz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smear or lubricate with grease


(as 
adj.

 
greased

 )


•
 
place on a greased baking sheet.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
grease the palm of








‹informal›

 bribe (someone).









2.
 
grease the skids








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 help matters run smoothly




•
 
his mission was to use his budgetary skills to grease the skids for new projects.















3.
 oil) the wheels ">
grease (or oil) the wheels






help something go smoothly




•
 
the money is inadequate to grease the wheels of recovery.















4.
 
like greased lightning








‹informal›

 see lightning
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





greaseless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
graisse

 , based on Latin 
crassus

 ‘thick, fat.’





greaseball

 
/ˈɡrēsbôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a foreigner, especially one of Mediterranean or Latin American origin.













grease board






noun






(US)

 a wipeable board with a white surface used for teaching or presentations; a whiteboard.













grease gun

 
/ˈɡrēs ˌɡən/






noun




a device for pumping grease under pressure to a particular point.













grease monkey






noun






‹informal›

 a mechanic.













greasepaint

 
/ˈɡrēsˌpānt/






noun




a waxy substance used as makeup by actors.













grease pencil






noun




a pencil made of grease colored with a pigment, used especially for marking glossy surfaces.













greaser

 
/ˈɡrēsər ˈɡrēzər/






noun



1.
 
an engine mechanic or an unskilled member of a ship's engine-room crew.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a rough young man, especially one who greases his hair back and is a member of a motorcycle gang.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Hispanic American, especially a Mexican.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a gentle landing of an aircraft.














greasewood

 
/ˈɡrēswo͝od/






noun



1.
 
a resinous dwarf shrub of the goosefoot family, which yields hard yellow wood used chiefly for fuel. It grows in dry areas of the western US and is toxic to livestock if eaten in large quantities.

[
Sarcobatus vermiculatus

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]




2.
 
another term for chamise
 .













greasy

 
/ˈɡrēsē ˈɡrēzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with or resembling an oily substance




•
 
he wiped his greasy fingers




•
 
their moisturizers don't feel greasy.










2.
 
producing more body oils than average




•
 
greasy skin.










3.
 
containing or cooked with too much oil or fat




•
 
greasy food.










4.
 
slippery




•
 
the floor was greasy.










5.
 
(of a person or their manner) effusively polite in a way that is felt to be insincere and repulsive




•
 
the greasy little man from the newspaper.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
greasily

 
/-səlē, -zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
greasiness

 
/ˈɡrēsēnis ˈɡrēzēnis /






noun





















greasy pole






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a pole covered with an oily substance to make it more difficult to climb or walk along, used especially as a form of entertainment.




2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to the difficult route to the top of someone's profession




•
 
he steadily climbed the greasy pole toward the job he coveted most.



















greasy spoon






noun






‹informal›

 a cheap, run-down cafe or restaurant serving fried foods.













great

 
/ɡrāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of an extent, amount, or intensity considerably above the normal or average




•
 
the article was of great interest




•
 
she showed great potential as an actor.










2.
 
very large and imposing




•
 
a great ocean between them.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to reinforce another adjective of size or extent




•
 
a great big grin.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to express surprise, admiration, or contempt, especially in exclamations




•
 
you great oaf!










5.
 
(also 
greater

 ) [
attrib.

 ]
 — used in names of animals or plants that are larger than similar kinds, e.g., 
great auk

 , 
greater flamingo

 .




6.
 
(
Greater

 ) [
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a city) including adjacent urban areas




•
 
Greater Cleveland.










7.
 
of ability, quality, or eminence considerably above the normal or average




•
 
the great Italian conductor




•
 
we obeyed our great men and leaders




•
 
great art has the power to change lives.










8.
 
(
the Great

 )
 — a title denoting the most important person of the name




•
 
Alexander the Great.










9.
 


‹informal›

 very good or satisfactory; excellent




•
 
this has been another great year




•
 
what a great guy




•
 
wouldn't it be great to have him back?




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
“Great!” said Tom.










10.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) very skilled or capable in a particular area




•
 
a brilliant man, great at mathematics.










11.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting the element of something that is the most important or the most worthy of consideration




•
 
the great thing is the challenge.










12.
 
used to indicate that someone or something particularly deserves a specified description




•
 
I was a great fan of Hank's.










13.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in names of family relationships) denoting one degree further removed upward or downward




•
 
great-aunt




•
 
great-granddaughter




•
 
great-great-grandfather.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a great or distinguished person




•
 
the Beatles, Bob Dylan, all the greats.










2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the great

 )
 — great people collectively




•
 
the lives of the great, including Churchill and Newton.










3.
 
(
Greats

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for Literae Humaniores
 .








III.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 excellently; very well




•
 
we played awful, they played great.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
great and small






of all sizes, classes, or types




•
 
all creatures great and small.















2.
 
a great deal






see deal
 1
 .









3.
 
a great many






see many
 .









4.
 
a great one for






a habitual doer of; an enthusiast for




•
 
my father was a great one for buying gadgets.















5.
 
Great Scott!






expressing surprise or amazement.

[arbitrary euphemism for 
Great God!

 ]









6.
 
to a great extent






in a substantial way; largely




•
 
we are all to a great extent the product of our culture.





















– origin

 Old English 
grēat

 ‘big’; related to Dutch 
groot

 and German 
gross

 .






great ape

 
/ɡrāt āp/






noun




a large ape of a family closely related to humans, including the gorilla, orangutan, and chimpanzees, but excluding the gibbons; an anthropoid ape.

[Family 
Pongidae

 , order 
Primates

 .]













Great Attractor

 

‹Astronomy›







a massive grouping of galaxies in the direction of the constellations Hydra and Centaurus, whose gravitational pull is thought to be responsible for deviations in the velocity of other galaxies.










great auk

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈäk/






noun




a large, extinct, flightless auk (seabird) of the North Atlantic, resembling a giant razorbill. The great auk was the original “penguin”; many were taken for food, and the last individuals were killed on an islet off Iceland in 1844.

[
Alca impennis

 , family 
Alcidae

 .]














great-aunt

 
/ˌɡrādˈant/






noun




an aunt of one's father or mother.













Great Australian Bight






a wide bay on the southern coast of Australia, part of the southern Indian Ocean.









Great Barrier Reef






a coral reef in the western Pacific Ocean, off the coast of Queensland, Australia. It extends for about 1,250 miles (2,000 km), roughly parallel to the coast, and is the largest coral reef in the world.









Great Basin






an arid region in the western US between the Sierra Nevada and the Rocky Mountains that includes most of Nevada and parts of the adjacent states.









Great Bear

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈber /

 

‹Astronomy›







the constellation Ursa Major.









Great Bear Lake






a large lake in western Northwest Territories, Canada. It drains into the Mackenzie River via the Great Bear River.









Great Bible






noun




the edition of the English Bible that Thomas Cromwell ordered in 1538 to be set up in every parish church in England. It was the work of Miles Coverdale and was first issued in 1539.














Great Britain

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈbritn/





I.
 
England, Wales, and Scotland considered as a unit. The name is also often used loosely to refer to the United Kingdom.







usage:

 
Great Britain

 is the name for the island that comprises England, Scotland, and Wales. The term came into official use in 1603, when King James I (who was also James VI of Scotland) acceded to the throne of England and Wales. Scotland joined this legislative union in 1707. The 
United Kingdom

 is a political unit that includes these countries and Northern Ireland. The 
British Isles

 is a geographical term that refers to the United Kingdom, Ireland, and surrounding smaller islands such as the Hebrides and the Channel Islands.





Great Charter






another name for Magna Carta
 .









great circle






noun




a circle on the surface of a sphere that lies in a plane passing through the sphere's center. As it represents the shortest distance between any two points on a sphere, a great circle of the earth is the preferred route taken by a ship or aircraft.













greatcoat

 
/ˈɡrātˌkōt/






noun




a long heavy overcoat.













great crested grebe






noun




a large grebe with a crest and ear ruffs in the breeding season, found from Europe to New Zealand.

[
Podiceps cristatus

 , family 
Podicipedidae

 .]













Great Dane






noun




a dog of a very large, powerful, short-haired breed.














Great Dismal Swamp

 
Dismal Swamp






an area of swampland in southeastern Virginia and northeastern North Carolina.









great divide






noun



1.
 
a distinction regarded as significant and very difficult to ignore or overcome




•
 
the great divide between workers and management.










2.
 
the boundary between life and death




•
 
she is still on the human side of the great divide.




















Great Divide






another name for Continental Divide
 or Great Dividing Range
 .










Great Dividing Range






a mountain system in eastern Australia. Curving roughly parallel to the coast, it extends from eastern Victoria to northern Queensland.

Also called Great Divide
 .










great egret






noun




a large white heron of North and South America. Its yellow bill turns orange when breeding.

Also called American egret
 . [
Casmerodius albus

 , family 
Ardeidae

 .]














greater celandine

 
/ˈselənˌdīn, -ˌdēn/






noun




a yellow-flowered Eurasian plant of the poppy family. Its toxic orange sap has long been used in herbal medicine, especially for disorders of the eyes and skin.

[
Chelidonium majus

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













Great Exhibition






the first international exhibition of the products of industry, promoted by Prince Albert and held in the Crystal Palace in London in 1851.









Great Falls






an industrial city in north central Montana, on the Missouri River; pop. 59,251 (est. 2008).










Great Glen






a large fault valley in Scotland that extends southwest for 60 miles (97 km) from the Moray Firth to Loch Linnhe. It contains Loch Ness.

Also called Glen More
 .









great-grandchild

 
/ɡrātˈɡran(d)ˌCHīld/






noun




a son or daughter of one's grandchild.













great-granddaughter

 
/ɡrātˈɡranˌdôdər/






noun




a daughter of one's grandchild.













great-grandfather

 
/ɡrātˈɡran(d)ˌfäT͟Hər/






noun




the father of one's grandmother or grandfather.













great-grandmother

 
/ɡrātˈɡran(d)ˌməT͟Hər/






noun




the mother of one's grandmother or grandfather.













great-grandparent

 
/ɡrātˈɡran(d)ˌperənt/






noun




the mother or father of one's grandparent.













great-grandson

 
/ɡrātˈɡran(d)ˌsən/






noun




a son of one's grandchild.













great-hearted

 
/ˌɡrātˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 having a noble, generous, and courageous spirit.








II.
 
derivatives





great-heartedness

 
/ˌɡrātˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















great horned owl






noun




a large owl found throughout North and South America, with hornlike ear tufts.

[
Bubo virginianus

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]














Great Indian Desert






another name for Thar Desert
 .









Great Lakes






a group of five large interconnected lakes in central North America that consist of lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, and Ontario, and constitute the largest area of fresh water in the world. Lake Michigan is wholly within the US, and the others lie on the Canada–US border. Connected to the Atlantic Ocean by the St. Lawrence Seaway, the Great Lakes form an important commercial waterway.









Great Lake State






a nickname for the state of Michigan
 .









Great Land






a nickname for the state of Alaska
 .









Great Leap Forward






an unsuccessful attempt made under Mao Zedong in China 1958–60 to hasten the process of industrialization and improve agricultural production by reorganizing the population into large rural collectives and adopting labor-intensive industrial methods.









greatly

 
/ˈɡrātlē/






adverb




by a considerable amount; very much




•
 
I admire him greatly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
they now have greatly increased powers.




















Great Mother






noun




another name for mother goddess
 .













Great Nebula

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
(also 
Great Nebula in Andromeda

 )
 — the Andromeda Galaxy.




II.
 
(also 
Great Nebula in Orion

 )
 — a bright emission nebula in Orion, visible to the naked eye.










great-nephew

 
/ˌɡrātˈnefyo͞o/






noun




a son of one's nephew or niece.













greatness

 
/ˈɡrātnəs/






noun




the quality of being great, distinguished, or eminent




•
 
Elgar's greatness as a composer.




















great-niece

 
/ˌɡrātˈnēs/






noun




a daughter of one's nephew or niece.













great northern diver






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for common loon (see loon
 2
 ).













great organ






noun




the chief keyboard in a large organ and its related pipes and mechanism.













Great Ouse

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈo͞oz/






another name for Ouse
 (
sense

 1).









Great Plague






a serious outbreak of bubonic plague in England in 1665–6, in which about one fifth of the population of London died. It was the last major outbreak in Britain.










Great Plains

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈplānz/






a vast area of plains east of the Rocky Mountains in North America that extend from the valleys of the Mackenzie River in Canada to southern Texas.









Great Pyrenees






noun




a large, heavily built dog of a white breed, with a thick shaggy double coat.













Great Red Spot

 

‹Astronomy›







a weather system on the planet Jupiter which measures over 6,200 miles (10,000 km) across and has persisted at least since the beginning of telescopic observations.









Great Rift Valley






a large system of rift valleys in eastern Africa and the Middle East, the largest in the world, that runs for about 3,000 miles (4,285 km) from the Jordan valley in Syria into Mozambique. It is marked by a chain of lakes and a series of volcanoes, including Mount Kilimanjaro.









great room






noun




a large room in a modern house that combines features of a living room with those of a dining room or family room.













Great Russian






adjective, noun




former term for Russian
 (language and people), as distinguished from other peoples and languages of the Russian Empire.













Great Salt Lake






a salt lake in northern Utah, near Salt Lake City. With an area of about 1,000 square miles (2,590 sq km), it is the largest salt lake in North America.









Great Sand Sea






an area of desert in northeastern Africa, on the border between Libya and Egypt.









Great Sandy Desert





I.
 
a large desert in northwestern Australia, in north central Western Australia.




II.
 
another name for Rub' al-Khali
 .










Great Schism

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈs(k)izəm/





I.
 
the breach between the Eastern and the Western Churches, traditionally dated to 1054 and becoming final in 1472.




II.
 
the period 1378–1417, when the Western Church was divided by the creation of antipopes.









Great Seal

 
/ˌɡrāt sē(ə)l/






noun




a seal used for the authentication of state documents of the highest importance, held by the Secretary of State.













great skua

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈskyo͞oə/






noun




a large North Atlantic skua with mainly brown plumage, feeding by robbing other seabirds.

[
Catharacta skua

 , family 
Stercorariidae

 .]













Great Slave Lake






a large lake in southwestern Northwest Territories, Canada. The deepest lake in North America, it reaches a depth of 2,015 feet (615 m). The Mackenzie River flows out of it.









Great Smoky Mountains

 
Smoky Mountains
 , Smokies






a range of the Appalachian Mountains in southwestern North Carolina and eastern Tennessee. They are named for a frequent haze.









Great Society






noun




a domestic program in the administration of President Lyndon B. Johnson that instituted federally sponsored social welfare programs.













great tit

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈtit/






noun




a tit (songbird) with a black head and white cheeks, occurring in many different races from western Europe to eastern Asia.

[
Parus major

 , family 
Paridae

 .]













Great Trek






the northward migration 1835–37 of large numbers of Boers, discontented with British rule in the Cape, to the areas where they eventually founded the Transvaal Republic and Orange Free State.










great-uncle

 
/ˌɡrādˈəNGk(ə)l/






noun




an uncle of one's mother or father.













Great Victoria Desert

 
/ˌɡrāt vikˌtôrēə ˈdəzərt/






a desert region in Australia that straddles the boundary between Western Australia and South Australia.










Great Wall of China






a fortified wall in northern China, extending some 1,500 miles (2,400 km) from Kansu province to the Yellow Sea north of Beijing. It was first built 
c.

 210 
BC

 , as a protection against nomad invaders. The present wall dates from the Ming dynasty.









Great War

 
/ˌɡrāt ˈwôr/






another name for World War I
 .









Great White North

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






(
the Great White North

 )


1.
 
a name for Canada
 :




•
 
ice hockey is huge in the Great White North.




















great white shark






noun




a large, aggressive shark of warm seas, with a brownish or gray back, white underparts, and large triangular teeth.

Also called white pointer
 . [
Carcharodon carcharias

 , family 
Lamnidae

 .]













Great White Way






a nickname for Broadway
 .









greave

 
/ɡrēv/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a piece of armor used to protect the shin.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
greve

 ‘shin, greave,’ of unknown origin.





grebe

 
/ɡrēb/





I.
 
noun




a diving waterbird with a long neck, lobed toes, and almost no tail, typically having bright breeding plumage used in display.

[Family 
Podicipedidae

 : several genera. The several North American species include the 
western grebe

 (
Aechmorphorus occidentalis

 ) and the 
pied-billed grebe

 (
Podilymbus podiceps

 ).]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
grèbe

 (term used in the Savoy region), of unknown origin.





Grecian

 
/ˈɡrēSHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to ancient Greece, especially its architecture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
grecien

 , from Latin 
Graecia

 ‘Greece.’





Grecian nose






noun




a straight nose that continues the line of the forehead without a dip.













Grecism

 
/ˈɡrēsizəm /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 Graecism





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Greek idiom or grammatical feature, especially as imitated in another language.




2.
 
the Greek spirit, style, or mode of expression, especially as imitated in a work of art.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
grécisme

 or medieval Latin 
Graecismus

 , from 
Graecus

 (see Greek
 ).





Greco

 
/ˈɡrekō/






see El Greco
 .









Greco-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 Graeco-






combining form



1.
 
Greek; Greek and …




•
 
Grecophile




•
 
Greco-Turkish.










2.
 
relating to Greece.













Greco, José

 
/ˈɡrekō/






(1918–2000), US dancer and choreographer; born in Italy. He had his own dance company from 1946 and also appeared in movies such as 
Around the World in 80 Days

 (1956).









Greco-Roman

 
/ˌɡrekōˈrōmən /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 Graeco-Roman






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ancient Greeks and Romans.




2.
 
denoting a style of wrestling in which holds below the waist are prohibited.














Greece

 
/ɡrēs/





I.
 
a country in southeastern Europe; pop. 10,737,400 (est. 2009); official language, Greek; capital, Athens.





The age of the classical city states, of which the most prominent were Athens and Sparta, reached its peak in the 5th century 
BC

 , after which Greece fell to Macedonia and then became part of the Roman and Byzantine Empires. It was conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 1466 and remained under Turkish rule until the war of independence from 1821 until 1830, after which it became a kingdom. The monarchy was overthrown in a military coup in 1967, and a civilian republic was established in 1974. Greece joined the EC (now the EU) in 1981.





greed

 
/ɡrēd/





I.
 
noun




intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power, or food.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: back-formation from greedy
 .





greedily

 
/ˈɡrēdəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows an excessive desire or appetite for food




•
 
we greedily devoured the hors d'oeuvres.










2.
 
with an intense and selfish desire for wealth or power




•
 
bureaucrats are greedily eyeing the organization's rich portfolio of property.




















greedy

 
/ˈɡrēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing an intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth or power




•
 
greedy thieves who plundered a defense contractor.










2.
 
having an excessive desire or appetite for food.








II.
 
derivatives





greediness

 
/ˈɡrēdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grǣdig

 , of Germanic origin.






Greek

 
/ɡrēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of modern Greece, or a person of Greek descent.




2.
 
a Greek-speaking person in the ancient world, typically a native of one of the city states of Greece and the eastern Mediterranean.




3.
 
the ancient or modern language of Greece, the only representative of the Hellenic branch of the Indo-European family.

The ancient form of Greek was spoken in the southern Balkan peninsula from the 2nd millennium 
BC

 . The Greek alphabet, used from the 1st millennium 
BC

 onwards, was adapted from the Phoenician alphabet. The dialect of classical Athens formed the basis of the standard dialect (
koine

 ) from the 3rd century 
BC

 onwards, and this remained as a literary language during the periods of the Byzantine Empire and Turkish rule (see katharevousa
 ). The colloquial language, however, continued to evolve independently (see demotic
 ).




4.
 


(US)

 a member of a fraternity or sorority having a Greek-letter name.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Greece, its people, or their language.

Compare with Hellenic
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beware of Greeks bearing gifts








‹proverb›

 if a rival or enemy shows one generosity or kindness, one should be suspicious of their motives.

[with allusion to Virgil's 
Aeneid

 (ii. 49).]









2.
 
it's (all) Greek to me








‹informal›

 I can't understand it at all.












IV.
 
derivatives





Greekness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
Grēcas

 ‘the Greeks,’ from Latin 
Graeci

 , the name given by the Romans to the people who called themselves the Hellenes, from Greek 
Graikoi

 , which according to Aristotle was the prehistoric name of the Hellenes.





Greek Catholic






noun



1.
 
a member of the Eastern Orthodox Church.




2.
 
a Uniate member of a church observing the Greek rite.













Greek coffee






noun




very strong black coffee served with the fine grounds in it.













Greek cross






noun




a cross of which all four arms are of equal length.













Greek fire

 
/ɡrēk ˈfī(ə)r/






noun






‹historical›

 a combustible compound emitted by a flame-throwing weapon and used to set light to enemy ships. It was first used by the Greeks besieged in Constantinople (673–78). It ignited on contact with water, and was probably based on naphtha and quicklime.













Greek god






noun






‹informal›

 an extremely handsome man.













Greek key

 
/ˌɡrēk ˈkē/






noun




a pattern of interlocking right-angled spirals.













Greek Orthodox Church

 
/ɡrēk ˈôrTHəˌdäks CHərCH /

 
Greek Church






the Eastern Orthodox Church, which uses the Byzantine rite in Greek, in particular the national Church of Greece.

See Orthodox Church
 .









Greek revival






noun




a neoclassical style of architecture inspired by and incorporating features of Greek temples from the 5th century 
BC

 , popular in the US and Europe in the first half of the 19th century.













Greek salad






noun




a salad consisting of tomatoes, olives, and feta cheese.













Greek yogurt

 
Greek yoghurt






noun




a type of yogurt that has been strained to remove the whey, giving it a characteristically thick consistency




•
 
I had blueberries and Greek yogurt for breakfast.



















Greeley

 
/ˈɡrēlē/






an agricultural and commercial city in north central Colorado; pop. 91,492 (est. 2008).









Greeley, Horace






(1811–72), US journalist and political leader. He founded the 
New York Tribune

 in 1841. An abolitionist and supporter of the Free Soil movement, he became known for his advice “Go West, young man.”










green

 
/ɡrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the color between blue and yellow in the spectrum; colored like grass or emeralds




•
 
the leaves are bright green.










2.
 
consisting of fresh green vegetables




•
 
a green salad.










3.
 
denoting a green light or flag used as a signal to proceed.




4.
 
(of a ski run) of the lowest level of difficulty, as indicated by colored markers on the run.




5.
 


[Physics]

 denoting one of three colors of quark.




6.
 
covered with grass, trees, or other plants




•
 
proposals that would smother green fields with development.










7.
 
(usu. 
Green

 )
 — concerned with or supporting protection of the environment as a political principle




•
 
a Green candidate for the European parliament.










8.
 
(of a product) not harmful to the environment.




9.
 
(of a plant or fruit) young or unripe




•
 
green shoots.










10.
 
(of wood) unseasoned.




11.
 
(of food or leather) not dried, smoked, or tanned.




12.
 
(of a person) inexperienced, naive, or gullible




•
 
a green recruit fresh from college.










13.
 
(of a memory) not fading




•
 
clubs devoted to keeping green the memory of Sherlock Holmes.










14.
 
still strong or vigorous




•
 
first there was green old age, hardly different from middle age.










15.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a wound) fresh; not healed.




16.
 
(of the complexion or a person) pale and sickly-looking




•
 
“Are you all right? You look absolutely green.”














II.
 
noun



1.
 
green color or pigment




•
 
major roads are marked 
in green

 .










2.
 
green clothes or material




•
 
two girls in red and green.










3.
 
green foliage or growing plants




•
 
that lovely canopy of green over Puritan Road.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 money




•
 
you'll save yourself some green.










5.
 
a green thing, in particular




6.
 
a green light.




7.
 
a piece of public or common grassy land, especially in the center of a town




•
 
a house overlooking the green.










8.
 
an area of smooth, very short grass immediately surrounding a hole on a golf course.




9.
 
(
greens

 )
 — green leafy vegetables




•
 
salad greens




•
 
collard greens.










10.
 
(usu. 
Green

 )
 — a member or supporter of an environmentalist group or party.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become green, in particular




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (an urban or desert area) more verdant by planting or encouraging trees or other greenery




•
 
greening the desert.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make less harmful or more sensitive to the environment




•
 
the importance of greening this industry.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become green in color, through age or by becoming covered with plants




•
 
the roof was greening with lichen.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
greenly

 
/ˈɡrēnlē /






adverb













2.
 
greenness

 
/ˈɡrēnˌnis /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grēne

 (adjective), 
grēnian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
groen

 , German 
grün

 , also to grass
 and grow
 .





green algae






plural noun




photosynthetic algae that contain chlorophyll and store starch in discrete chloroplasts. They are eukaryotic and most live in fresh water, ranging from unicellular flagellates to more complex multicellular forms.

[Treated either as plants (division 
Chlorophyta

 ) or as protozoans (phylum 
Chlorophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ). The classification of green algae is complex and under review.]













green audit

 
//






noun




an assessment of a business in terms of its impact on the environment.













Greenaway, Kate

 
/ˈɡrēnəˌwā/






(1846–1901), English artist; full name 
Catherine Greenaway

 . She is known especially for her illustrations of children's books such as 
Mother Goose

 (1881).









greenback

 
/ˈɡrēnˌbak/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a dollar bill; a dollar




•
 
the beer she purchased with our last greenback.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an animal with a green back, especially a race of the cutthroat trout found only in Colorado.













Green Bay






an industrial port city in northeastern Wisconsin, on Green Bay; pop. 101,025 (est. 2008).









green bean

 
//






noun




the immature pod of any of various bean plants, eaten as a vegetable.

See also string bean
 .













green belt

 
//






noun



1.
 
a green belt marking a level of proficiency in judo, karate, or other martial arts below that of a brown belt.




2.
 
a person qualified to wear this.




3.
 
(
greenbelt

 )
 — an area of open land around a city, on which building is restricted.













Green Beret

 
/ˌɡrēn bəˈrā/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of the US Army Special Forces.













greenbottle

 
/ˈɡrēnˌbäd(ə)l/






noun




a metallic green fly that sometimes lays eggs in wounds on sheep or other animals.

[Genus 
Lucilia

 , family 
Calliphoridae

 : several species, in particular the common 
L. caesar

 .]














greenbrier

 
/ˈɡrēnˌbrī(ə)r /

 
greenbriar






noun




a green-stemmed North American vine of the lily family, typically prickly and with blue-black berries.

Also called catbrier
 . [Genus 
Smilax

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular the woody and thorny 
S. rotundifolia

 .]













greenbul

 
/ˈɡrēnbo͝ol/






noun




an African bulbul with an olive-green back.

[Family 
Pycnonotidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Phyllastrephus

 and 
Pycnonotus

 , and numerous species.]













green card

 
/ˈɡrēn ˌkärd/






noun



1.
 
(in the US) a permit allowing a foreign national to live and work permanently in the US.




2.
 
(in the UK) an international insurance document for motorists.













green channel






noun




(at a customs area in an airport or port) the passage that should be taken by arriving passengers who have no goods to declare.













green cheese






noun




unripened or unmatured cheese.













greenchop

 
/ˈɡrēn(t)SHäp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (grass) in order to bring to cattle or store as silage.













green-collar





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to employment concerned with products and services designed to improve the quality of the environment




•
 
green-collar jobs.

















– origin

 on the pattern of white-collar
 and blue-collar
 .





green corn






noun




the tender ears of young sweet corn, suitable for cooking and eating.













green crab

 
European green crab






noun




a name for the common shore crab in its capacity as an invasive species in the US.













green dragon






noun




a North American arum with a large divided leaf, a greenish-cream spathe, and a very long white spadix.

Also called dragon arum
 . [
Arisaema dracontium

 , family 
Araceae

 .]













Greene, Graham

 
/ɡrēn/






(1904–91), English novelist; full name 
Henry Graham Greene

 . The moral paradoxes he saw in his Roman Catholic faith underlie much of his work. Notable works: 
Brighton Rock

 (1938), 
The Power and the Glory

 (1940), and 
The Third Man

 (movie 1949; novel 1950).









Greene, Nathanael






(1742–86), American general. Noted as a military strategist, he forced the British out of Georgia and the Carolinas in a series of battles (1781) during the American Revolution.










green earth






noun




another term for terre verte
 .













Greener

 
/ˈɡrēnər/





I.
 
noun




a type of shotgun.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after William 
Greener

 (1806–69) or his son William W. 
Greener

 , gunsmiths and authors.





greenery

 
/ˈɡrēnərē/






noun




green foliage, growing plants, or vegetation.













greeneye

 
/ˈɡrēnī/






noun




a small, slender-bodied fish with iridescent pale green eyes, occurring in deep waters of the western Atlantic.

[Family 
Chlorophthalmidae

 : two genera and several species.]













green-eyed





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having green eyes




•
 
a portrait of a young, green-eyed girl.










2.
 
envious or jealous




•
 
this is where I get a bit green-eyed and bitter.














II.
 
phrases





the green-eyed monster






jealousy personified.

[from Shakespeare's 
Othello

 (
III

 . iii. 166).]

















green fat






noun




the green, gelatinous part of a turtle, highly regarded by gourmets.














greenfield

 
/ˈɡrēnˌfēld/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting previously undeveloped sites for commercial development or exploitation.

Compare with brownfield
 .













greenfinch

 
/ˈɡrēnfin(t)SH/






noun




a Eurasian finch with green and yellow plumage.

[Genus 
Carduelis

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : three species, in particular the common 
C. chloris

 of Europe and the Middle East.]













green fingers






plural noun




British term for green thumb
 .













greenfly

 
/ˈɡrēnˌflī/






noun




a green aphid that is a common pest of crops and garden plants.

[Several species in the family 
Aphididae

 .]














greengage

 
/ˈɡrēnˌɡāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
greengage plum

 )
 — a sweet, greenish fruit resembling a small plum.

Also called gage
 3
 .




2.
 
the tree bearing the greengage fruit.

[
Prunus domestica

 subsp. 
italica

 (or 
P. italica

 ), family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named after Sir William 
Gage

 (1657–1727), the English botanist who introduced it to England.





Green Goddess






noun




a salad dressing made with mayonnaise, garlic, and anchovies, and colored with parsley and green onions.













green goose






noun




a goose that is killed when under four months old and eaten without stuffing.













greengrocer

 
/ˈɡrēnˌɡrōsər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a retailer of fruit and vegetables.








II.
 
derivatives





greengrocery

 
/ˈɡrēnˌɡrōs(ə)rē /






noun





















greengrocer's apostrophe

 
greengrocers' apostrophe





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an apostrophe placed incorrectly before the final 's' of a plural noun (e.g. 
a pound of potato's

 )




•
 
the Apostrophe Protection Society will have to work vigorously if it is going to have any effect on the greengrocer's apostrophe.

















– origin

 1990s: with allusion to use on handwritten signs advertising produce for sale.





greenhead

 
/ˈɡrēnˌhed /

 
greenhead fly






noun






(chiefly US)

 a biting horsefly with green eyes.

[Genus 
Chrysops

 , family 
Tabanidae

 .]













greenheart

 
/ˈɡrēnˌhärt/






noun



1.
 
a South American evergreen tree of the laurel family, yielding hard greenish timber that is used for marine work because of its resistance to marine borers.

[
Ocotea rodiaei

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]




2.
 
the timber of the greenheart, or similar timber from various other tropical trees.













greenhorn

 
/ˈɡrēnˌhôrn/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who is new to or inexperienced at a particular activity.













greenhouse

 
/ˈɡrēnˌhous/






noun




a glass building in which plants are grown that need protection from cold weather.













greenhouse effect

 
/ˈɡrēnhous əˌfekt/






noun




the trapping of the sun's warmth in a planet's lower atmosphere due to the greater transparency of the atmosphere to visible radiation from the sun than to infrared radiation emitted from the planet's surface.

It is theorized that on earth the increasing quantity of atmospheric carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels, together with the release of other gases, is causing an increased greenhouse effect and leading to global warming. A greenhouse effect involving CO2
 is also responsible for the very high surface temperature of Venus. See also global warming
 .













greenhouse gas






noun




a gas that contributes to the greenhouse effect by absorbing infrared radiation, e.g., carbon dioxide and chlorofluorocarbons.













greenie

 
/ˈɡrēnē/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a person who campaigns for protection of the environment.













Greening

 
/ˈɡrēniNG/





I.
 
noun




an apple of a variety that is green when ripe.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting a kind of pear): probably from Middle Dutch 
groeninc

 , a kind of apple, from 
groen

 ‘green.’





greenish

 
/ˈɡrēniSH/






adjective




having a green tinge; slightly green




•
 
the water's greenish hue.



















green jersey






noun




(in a cycling race involving stages) a green knit shirt worn each day by the rider accumulating the highest number of points, and presented at the end of the race to the rider with the highest overall points total.













greenkeeper

 
/ˈɡrēnˌkēpər/






noun




another term for greenskeeper
 .














Greenland

 
/ˈɡrēnlənd/







1.
 
a large island that lies to the northeast of North America, mostly within the Arctic Circle; pop. 57,600 (est. 2009); capital, Godthåb (Nuuk).

Danish name Grønland
 ; called in Inuit Kalaallit Nunaat
 .





Only 5 percent of Greenland is habitable; the population is largely Inuit. Formerly a Norse and a Danish settlement, Greenland became a dependency of Denmark in 1953 with internal autonomy in 1979. It withdrew from the European Community in 1985.









Greenlander

 
/ˈɡrēnləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of Greenland




•
 
the Greenlander guided him to a settlement.



















Greenland halibut






noun




an edible halibut with a black or dark brown upper side that is found in cold, deep waters of the north.

[
Reinhardtius hippoglossoides

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 .]













Greenlandic

 
/ɡrēnˈlandik/





I.
 
noun




a dialect of the Inuit language that is one of the official languages of Greenland, the other being Danish.











usage:

 See usage at Inuit
 .






Greenland right whale

 
Greenland whale






noun




another term for bowhead
 .













Greenland Sea






a sea that lies between the east coast of Greenland and the Svalbard archipelago, part of the Arctic Ocean.









greenlet

 
/ˈɡrēnlət/






noun




a small warblerlike vireo with drab plumage, found in Central and South America.

[Genus 
Hylophilus

 , family 
Vireonidae

 : several species.]













green light





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a green traffic light giving permission to proceed.




2.
 
permission to go ahead with a project




•
 
the commission has 
given the green light for

 a wind-farm development.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 give permission to go ahead with (a project, especially a movie).













greenling

 
/ˈɡrēnliNG/






noun




a spiny-finned, edible fish of the North Pacific.

[Family 
Hexagrammidae

 : two genera and several species, including the lingcod.]













green lizard






noun




a lizard that is typically green with (especially in the male) a blue throat, native to Europe and southwestern Asia.

[
Lacerta viridis

 , family 
Lacertidae

 .]













greenmail

 
/ˈɡrēnmāl/





I.
 
noun






[Stock Market]

 the practice of buying enough shares in a company to threaten a takeover, forcing the owners to buy them back at a higher price in order to retain control.








II.
 
derivatives





greenmailer






noun



















– origin

 1980s: blend of green
 and blackmail
 .





green man






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a man dressed up in greenery to represent a wild man of the woods or seasonal fertility.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a carved image of this, often seen in medieval English churches as a human face with branches and foliage growing out of the mouth.













green manure

 
/ɡrēn məˈn(y)o͝o(ə)r/






noun




a fertilizer consisting of growing plants that are plowed back into the soil.














green monkey






noun




a common African guenon with greenish-brown upper parts and a black face.

Compare with grivet
 and vervet
 . [
Cercopithecus aethiops

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 , in particular the race 
C. a. sabaeus

 of West Africa, which is often tamed.]














green monkey disease

 
/ɡrēn ˈməNGkē dəˈzēz/






noun




another term for Marburg disease
 .













Green Mountains






a range of the Appalachian Mountains that extends north to south through Vermont and reaches 4,393 feet (1,340 m) at Mount Mansfield.









Green Mountain State






a nickname for the state of Vermont
 .









greenockite

 
/ˈɡrēnəˌkīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of cadmium sulfide and typically occurring as a yellow crust on zinc ores.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Lord 
Greenock

 , who later became Earl Cathcart (1783–1859), + -ite
 1
 .






green onion

 
/ɡrēn ˈənyən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an onion taken from the ground before the bulb has formed, typically eaten raw in salad; a scallion.













Green Party






an environmentalist political party.










green pepper

 
/ˈɡrēn ˈˌpepər/






noun



1.
 
the unripe fruit of a sweet pepper, which is mild in flavor and widely used in cooking.




2.
 
the plant that yields the green pepper.

See capsicum
 .













green pigeon






noun




a fruit-eating pigeon with mainly green plumage occurring in the Old World tropics.

[Genus 
Treron

 , family 
Columbidae

 : many species. See also fruit pigeon
 .]














green plover






noun






(Brit.)

 the northern lapwing (see lapwing
 ).













green revolution






noun




a large increase in crop production in developing countries achieved by the use of fertilizers, pesticides, and high-yield crop varieties.













Green River





I.
 
a river that flows for 730 miles (1,130 km) from Wyoming through Colorado and Utah into the Colorado River.




II.
 
a city in southwestern Wyoming, on the Green River, southwest of Rock Springs; pop. 12,149 (est. 2008).









green room






noun




a room in a theater or studio in which performers can relax when they are not performing.













greensand

 
/ˈɡrēnsand/






noun






[Geology]

 a greenish kind of sandstone, often loosely consolidated.













Greensboro

 
/ˈɡrēnzˌbərə/






a city in north central North Carolina; pop. 250,642 (est. 2008).









greens fee

 
green fee






noun




a charge for playing one round or session on a golf course.













greenshank

 
/ˈɡrēnˌSHaNGk/






noun




a large sandpiper with long, greenish legs and gray plumage, breeding in northern Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Tringa

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : two species, in particular 
T. nebularia

 .]














greenskeeper

 
/ˈɡrēnzˌkēpər /

 
greenkeeper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person employed to look after a golf course.














green snake






noun




a harmless American snake with a green back and white or yellowish underparts.

[Genus 
Opheodrys

 , family 
Colubridae

 : two species.]













green space






noun




an area of grass, trees, or other vegetation set apart for recreational or aesthetic purposes in an otherwise urban environment.













Greenspan, Alan

 
/ˈɡrēnˌspan/






(1926–), US economist. He was chairman of the National Commission on Social Security Reform 1981–83 and served as chairman of the Federal Reserve Board 1987–2006.









greenstick fracture

 
/ˌɡrēnstik ˈfrak(t)SHər/






noun




a fracture of the bone, occurring typically in children, in which one side of the bone is broken and the other only bent.













greenstone

 
/ˈɡrēnstōn/






noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a greenish igneous rock containing feldspar and hornblende.




2.
 


[Geology]

 
(chiefly NZ)

 a variety of nephrite.













greensward

 
/ˈɡrēnˌswôrd ˈɡrēnˌswärd/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 grass-covered ground.













greentailing

 
/ˈɡrēnˌtāliNG/





I.
 
noun




the sale of goods that are not harmful to the environment or were produced in conformity with environmental standards




•
 
organic gardening is part of our commitment to greentailing.

















– origin

 blend of 
green

 and 
retailing

 .






green tea

 
/ˌɡrēn ˈtē/






noun




tea that is made from unfermented leaves and is pale in color and slightly bitter in flavor, produced mainly in China and Japan.

Compare with black tea
 .













green technology

 
green tech






noun




technology whose use is intended to mitigate or reverse the effects of human activity on the environment




•
 
the use of green technology and renewable energy is an integral part of the government's agenda.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the green tech industry.




















green thumb






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 natural talent for growing plants




•
 
you don't need a green thumb to grow them.



















green turtle






noun




a sea turtle with an olive-brown shell, often living close to the coast and extensively hunted for food.

[
Chelonia mydas

 , family 
Cheloniidae

 .]













Greenville

 
/ˈɡrēnˌvil, -vəl/





I.
 
a city in northwestern Mississippi, in the Delta; pop. 35,764 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in eastern North Carolina, near the Pamlico River; pop. 79,629 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an industrial city in northwestern South Carolina; pop. 59,988 (est. 2008).









green vitriol

 
/ɡrēn ˈvitrēəl/






noun






‹archaic›

 crystalline ferrous sulfate.













greenware

 
/ˈɡrēnwer/






noun




unfired pottery.













greenwash

 
/ˈɡrēnwôSH ˈɡrēnwäSH /

 
greenwashing





I.
 
noun




disinformation disseminated by an organization so as to present an environmentally responsible public image




•
 
the recycling bins in the cafeteria are just feeble examples of their corporate greenwash.














II.
 
derivatives





greenwasher






noun



















– origin

 1980s: from 
green

 ‘not ecologically harmful,’ on the pattern of 
whitewash

 .





greenway

 
/ˈɡrēnwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a strip of undeveloped land near an urban area, set aside for recreational use or environmental protection.













Greenwich





I.
 

/ˈɡreniCH /

 — a London borough on the southern bank of the Thames River.




II.
 

/ˈɡreniCH /

 — a town in southwestern Connecticut, on Long Island Sound, an affluent suburb of New York City; pop. 61,937 (est. 2008).










Greenwich Mean Time

 
/ˌɡreniCH ˈmēn ˌtīm /

 
GMT
 , Greenwich time






the mean solar time at the Greenwich meridian, adopted as the standard time in a zone that includes the British Isles.










Greenwich meridian






noun




the prime meridian, which passes through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, England, adopted internationally as the earth's zero of longitude in 1884.













Greenwich Village






a district of New York City on the lower west side of Manhattan, traditionally associated with writers, artists, and musicians.









greenwood

 
/ˈɡrēnwo͝od/






noun






‹archaic›

 a wood or forest in leaf (regarded as the typical scene of medieval outlaw life).













green woodpecker

 
/ɡrēn ˈwo͝odˌpekər/






noun




a large green and yellow woodpecker with a red crown and a laughing call, found from Europe to central Asia.

[
Picus viridis

 , family 
Picidae

 .]













greeny

 
/ˈɡrēnē/






adjective

 — [often in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
slightly green




•
 
the greeny-brown surface of the stone.



















Greer, Germaine

 
/ɡri(ə)r/






(1939–), Australian feminist and writer. She first wrote 
The Female Eunuch

 (1970), an analysis of women's subordination in a male-dominated society. Other books include 
The Change

 (1991), about social attitudes toward female aging.









greet1


 
/ɡrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a polite word or sign of welcome or recognition to (someone) on meeting.




2.
 
receive or acknowledge (something) in a specified way




•
 
everyone present greeted this idea warmly.










3.
 
(of a sight or sound) become apparent to or be noticed by (someone) on arrival somewhere




•
 
flowers and cheers greeted the shipyard workers.

















– origin

 Old English 
grētan

 ‘approach, attack, or salute’; related to Dutch 
groeten

 and German 
grüssen

 ‘greet.’






greet2


 
/ɡrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Scottish)

 weep; cry




•
 
he sat down on the armchair and started to greet.

















– origin

 Old English, partly from 
grētan

 ‘cry out, rage,’ partly from 
grēotan

 ‘lament,’ both of Germanic origin.





greeter

 
/ˈɡrēdər/






noun




a person who greets people entering a store, church service, or other public place.













greeting

 
/ˈɡrēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
a polite word or sign of welcome or recognition




•
 
Mandy shouted a greeting.










2.
 
the action of giving a sign of welcome or recognition




•
 
she raised her hand 
in greeting

 .










3.
 
(usu. 
greetings

 )
 — a formal expression of goodwill, said on meeting or in a written message




•
 
warm greetings to you all.



















greeting card

 
/ˈɡrēdiNG ˌkärd /

 


‹Brit.›

 greetings card






noun




a decorative card sent to convey good wishes on some occasion.













gregarine

 
/ˈɡreɡəˌrīn /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a group of microscopic, wormlike protozoans that are internal parasites of insects, annelids, and other invertebrates.




2.
 
(of movement) slow and gliding, as seen in gregarine protozoans.








II.
 
noun




a gregarine protozoan.

[Class 
Gregarina

 (or subclass 
Gregarinidia

 ), phylum 
Sporozoa

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gregarina

 , from Latin 
gregarius

 (see gregarious
 ).






gregarious

 
/ɡrəˈɡerēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) fond of company; sociable




•
 
he was a popular and gregarious man.










2.
 
(of animals) living in flocks or loosely organized communities




•
 
gregarious species forage in flocks from colonies or roosts.










3.
 
(of plants) growing in open clusters or in pure associations.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gregariously

 
/ɡrəˈɡerēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
gregariousness

 
/ɡrəˈɡerēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
gregarius

 (from 
grex

 , 
greg-

 ‘a flock’) + -ous
 .






Gregorian calendar

 
/ɡrəˌɡôrēən ˈkaləndər/






noun




the calendar introduced in 1582 by Pope Gregory XIII, as a modification of the Julian calendar.

To bring the calendar back into line with the solar year, 10 days were suppressed, and centenary years were made leap years only if they were divisible by 400. England did not adopt the reformed calendar until 1752, by which time 11 days had to be suppressed. At the same time, New Year's Day was changed from March 25 to January 1, and dates using the new calendar were designated ‘New Style.’.














Gregorian chant





I.
 
noun




church music sung as a single vocal line in free rhythm and a restricted scale (plainsong), in a style developed for the medieval Latin liturgy.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after St. Gregory the Great (in Latin 
Gregorius

 ), who is said to have standardized it.





Gregorian telescope





I.
 
noun




an early reflecting telescope in which light reflected from a concave elliptical secondary mirror passes through a hole in the primary mirror. It was rendered obsolete by the introduction of Newtonian and Cassegrain telescopes.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after James 
Gregory

 (1638–75), the Scottish mathematician who invented it.





Gregory, St.

 
/ˈɡreɡərē/






(
c.

 540–604), pope (as Gregory I) 590–604 and doctor of the Church; known as 
St. Gregory the Great

 . He sent St. Augustine to England to lead the country's conversion to Christianity. He is also credited with the introduction of Gregorian chant. Feast day, March 12.









Gregory XIII






(1502–85), pope 1572–85; born in Italy. The Gregorian calendar, still in use, was introduced in 1582 as a result of his efforts to correct the errors in the Julian calendar.









Gregory of Nazianzus, St.

 
/ˌnāzēˈanzəs/






(329–89), doctor of the Church; bishop of Constantinople. He upheld orthodoxy against the Arian and Apollinarian heresies, and he was influential in restoring adherence to the Nicene Creed. Feast day, (Eastern Church) January 25 and 30; (Western Church) January 2 (formerly May 9).









Gregory of Nyssa, St.

 
/ˈnisə/






(
c.

 330–
c.

 395), doctor of the Eastern Church; bishop of Nyssa in Cappadocia. The brother of St. Basil, he joined with St. Basil and St. Gregory of Nazianzus to oppose Arianism. Feast day, March 9.









Gregory of Tours, St.

 
/to͞or/






(
c.

 540–594), Frankish bishop and historian. He was elected bishop of Tours in 573. Feast day, November 17.









greige

 
/ɡrāZH/





I.
 
noun




a color between beige and gray.











– origin

 blend of gray
 1
 and beige
 , perhaps influenced by French 
grège

 ‘raw (silk).’





greisen

 
/ˈɡrīzən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a light-colored rock containing quartz, mica, and fluorine-rich minerals, resulting from the alteration of granite by hot vapor from magma.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, probably a dialect word, from 
greis

 ‘gray with age.’





gremlin

 
/ˈɡremlən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an imaginary mischievous sprite regarded as responsible for an unexplained problem or fault, especially a mechanical or electronic one




•
 
a gremlin in my computer omitted a line.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an unexplained problem or fault.











– origin

 1940s: perhaps suggested by goblin
 .





gremolata

 
/ˌɡreməˈlädə/





I.
 
noun




a dressing or garnish made with chopped parsley, garlic, and grated lemon zest, served as an accompaniment to meat or fish.











– origin

 Italian.






Grenache

 
/ɡrəˈnäSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape native to the Languedoc-Roussillon region of France.




2.
 
a sweet red dessert wine made from the Grenache grape.











– origin

 French.





Grenada

 
/ɡrəˈnādə/







1.
 
a country in the southern Windward Islands, in the Caribbean Sea, that consists of the island of Grenada and the southern Grenadine Islands; pop. 90,700 (est. 2009); capital, St. George's; languages, English (official) and English Creole.





The island of Grenada was sighted in 1498 by Columbus. Colonized by the French, it was ceded to Britain in 1763, recaptured by the French, and restored to Britain in 1783. It became an independent Commonwealth of Nations state in 1974. Seizure of power by a left-wing military group in 1983 prompted an invasion by the US and some Caribbean countries; they withdrew in 1985.










grenade

 
/ɡrəˈnād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bomb thrown by hand or launched mechanically.




2.
 
a glass receptacle containing chemicals that are released when the receptacle is thrown and broken, used for testing drains and extinguishing fires.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘pomegranate’): from French, alteration of Old French 
(pome) grenate

 (see pomegranate
 ), on the pattern of Spanish 
granada

 . The bomb was so named because of its shape, supposedly resembling a pomegranate.





Grenadian

 
/ɡrəˈnādēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Grenada or its people




•
 
a popular place for Grenadian families.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Grenada




•
 
the Grenadians were the most jubilant of all.



















grenadier

 
/ˌɡrenəˈdir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soldier armed with grenades or a grenade launcher.




2.
 
(
Grenadiers

 or 
Grenadier Guards

 )
 — (in the UK) the first regiment of the royal household infantry.




3.
 
a common bottom-dwelling fish with a large head, a long tapering tail, and typically a luminous gland on the belly.

Also called rat-tail
 . [Family 
Macrouridae

 : numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
grenade

 (see grenade
 ).





grenadine1


 
/ˈɡrenəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun




a sweet syrup made from pomegranates.











– origin

 French, from 
grenade

 ‘pomegranate’ (see grenade
 ).





grenadine2


 
/ˈɡrenəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun




dress fabric of loosely woven silk or silk and wool.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French (earlier 
grenade

 ), ‘grained silk,’ from 
grenu

 ‘grained,’ from 
grain

 ‘grain.’





Grenadine Islands

 
/ˌɡrenəˌdēn ˈīləndz /

 
the Grenadines






a chain of small islands in the Caribbean Sea, part of the Windward Islands. They are divided administratively between the islands of St. Vincent and Grenada.









Grendel

 
/ˈɡrendl/






the water monster killed by Beowulf in the Old English epic poem 
Beowulf

 .









Grenoble

 
/ɡrəˈnōbəl, ɡrəˈnôbl(ə) /






a city in southeastern France; pop. 158,746 (2006).









Grenville, George

 
/ˈɡrenvəl/






(1712–70), British statesman; prime minister 1763–65. The Stamp Act (1765), which aroused great opposition in the North American colonies, was passed during his term of office.









grep

 
/ɡrep /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
noun




a Unix command used to search files for the occurrence of a string of characters that matches a specified pattern.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search for (a string of characters) using grep.











– origin

 from the initial letters of 
g

 lobal(ly) search 
r

 egular 
e

 xpression 
p

 rint.





Gresham

 
/ˈɡreSHəm/






a city in northwestern Oregon, east of Portland; pop. 101,221 (est. 2008).









Gresham's law

 

‹Economics›







the tendency for money of lower intrinsic value to circulate more freely than money of higher intrinsic and equal nominal value (often expressed as “Bad money drives out good”).









Gretna Green

 
/ˌɡretnə ˈɡrēn/






a village in Scotland just north of the English border, near Carlisle, formerly a popular place for young runaway couples from England to be married without the parental consent required.









Gretzky, Wayne

 
/ˈɡretskē/






(1961–), Canadian hockey player. The all-time leading scorer in the National Hockey League, he was voted most valuable player nine times. Hockey Hall of Fame (1999).









grevillea

 
/ɡriˈvilēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen tree or shrub bearing conspicuous flowers that lack petals, most kinds of which are native to Australia.

[Genus 
Grevillea

 , family 
Proteaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Charles F. 
Greville

 (1749–1809), Scottish horticulturalist.





grew

 
/ɡro͞o/






past of grow
 .










Grexit

 
/ˈɡreksət/





I.
 
noun




a term for the potential withdrawal of Greece from the eurozone (the economic region formed by those countries in the European Union that use the euro as their national currency)




•
 
renewed fears of a Grexit have been shaking the financial markets




•
 
some are willing to bet that the eurozone could withstand the shock of Grexit.

















– origin

 2012: blend of Greek
 (or Greece) and exit
 .





Grey, Charles

 
/ɡrā/






2nd Earl (1764–1845), British statesman; prime minister 1830–34.









Grey, Lady Jane






(1537–54), niece of Henry VIII; queen of England July 9–19, 1553. In 1553, to ensure a Protestant succession, 
John Dudley

 , the Duke of Northumberland, forced Jane to marry his son and persuaded the dying Edward VI to name Jane as his successor. She was deposed by forces loyal to Edward's (Catholic) sister Mary and was executed the following year.









Grey, Zane






(1872–1939), US writer; born 
Pearl Grey

 . He wrote 54 westerns in a romanticized and formulaic style that sold over 13 million copies during his lifetime.









greyhen

 
/ˈɡrāˌhen/






noun




the female of the black grouse.













greyhound

 
/ˈɡrāˌhound/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a tall, slender breed having keen sight and capable of high speed, used since ancient times for hunting small game and now chiefly in racing and coursing.











– origin

 Old English 
grīghund

 ; the first element, related to Old Norse 
grey

 ‘bitch,’ is of unknown origin.






greyhound racing






noun




a sport in which greyhounds race around a circular or oval track in pursuit of a moving dummy hare and spectators bet on the outcome.













gribble

 
/ˈɡribəl/





I.
 
noun




a small marine isopod that bores into submerged wooden structures, often causing damage to pier timbers.

[
Limnoria lignorum

 , order 
Isopoda

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps related to the verb grub
 .





grid

 
/ɡrid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a framework of spaced bars that are parallel to or cross each other; a grating




•
 
the metal grids had been pulled across the foyer.










2.
 
a network of lines that cross each other to form a series of squares or rectangles




•
 
a grid of tree-lined streets.










3.
 
a football field.




4.
 
a network of cables or pipes for distributing power, especially high-voltage transmission lines for electricity




•
 
the second reactor was not connected to the grid until 1985.










5.
 
a network of regularly spaced lines on a map that cross one another at right angles and are numbered to enable the precise location of a place.




6.
 
a pattern of lines marking the starting places on a auto-racing track




•
 
first away from the grid.










7.
 


[Electronics]

 an electrode placed between the cathode and anode of a thermionic tube or cathode ray tube, serving to control or modulate the flow of electrons.




8.
 
a number of computers linked together via the Internet so that their combined power may be harnessed to work on difficult problems.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
gridded

 )


1.
 
put into or set out as a grid




•
 
a well-planned core of gridded streets.














III.
 
phrases





off the grid






not dependent on public utilities, especially the supply of electricity




•
 
people living off the grid had begun using wind turbines.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from gridiron
 .





grid bias






noun






[Electronics]

 a fixed voltage applied between the cathode and the control grid of a thermionic tube in order to determine the grid's operating conditions.













gridder

 
/ˈɡridər/






noun






(US)

 a football player.














griddle

 
/ˈɡridl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy, flat iron plate that is heated and used for cooking food.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a miner's wire-bottomed sieve.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook on a griddle


(as 
adj.

 
griddled

 )


•
 
griddled corn cakes.










2.
 


‹historical›

 screen (ore) with a griddle




•
 
black copper ore is generally 
griddled out

 .

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a gridiron): from Old French 
gredil

 , from Latin 
craticula

 , diminutive of 
cratis

 ‘hurdle’; related to crate
 , grate
 2
 , and grill
 1
 .





griddle cake






noun




a flat cake, such as a pancake or a johnnycake, that is cooked on a griddle.













G-ride





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stolen car.











– origin

 probably related to G-man
 .






gridiron

 
/ˈɡridˌī(ə)rn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frame of parallel bars or beams, typically in two sets arranged at right angles, in particular




2.
 
a frame of parallel metal bars used for grilling meat or fish over an open fire.




3.
 
a frame of parallel beams for supporting a ship in dock.




4.
 
(in the theater) a framework over a stage supporting scenery and lighting.




5.
 
a field for football, marked with regularly spaced parallel lines.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the game of football


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the national gridiron season.










7.
 
another term for grid
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 Middle English 
gredire

 , alteration of 
gredile

 ‘griddle’ by association with iron
 .





gridlock

 
/ˈɡridˌläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traffic jam affecting a whole network of intersecting streets.




2.
 
another term for deadlock
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
derivatives





gridlocked

 
/ˈɡridˌläkt /






adjective





















grid reference

 
/ɡrid ˈref(ə)rəns/






noun




a map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of vertical and horizontal grid lines identified by numbers or letters.













grief

 
/ɡrēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deep sorrow, especially that caused by someone's death




•
 
she was overcome with grief.










2.
 


‹informal›

 trouble or annoyance




•
 
they won't give you any grief in the next few days.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
come to grief






have an accident; meet with disaster




•
 
many a ship has come to grief along this shore.















2.
 
good grief!






an exclamation of irritation, frustration, or surprise.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
grief

 , from 
grever

 ‘to burden’ (see grieve
 ).





griefer

 
/ˈɡrēfə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (in an online game or community) a person who harasses or deliberately provokes other players or members in order to spoil their enjoyment.




•
 
a class of entrepreneurs is emerging who see griefers not just as an annoyance but as a potential source of lost revenue.














II.
 
derivatives





griefing






noun





















grief-stricken

 
/ˈɡrēf ˈˌstrikən/






adjective




overcome with deep sorrow.













Grieg, Edvard

 
/ɡrēɡ/






(1843–1907), Norwegian composer, conductor, and violinist. Notable works: Piano Concerto in A minor (1869) and the incidental music to Henrik Ibsen's play 
Peer Gynt

 (1876).









Grier, Robert Cooper

 
/ɡri(ə)r/






(1794–1870), US Supreme Court associate justice 1846–70. Appointed to the Court by President Polk, he had been a Pennsylvania judge and Jacksonian Democratic activist.









grievance

 
/ˈɡrēvəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a real or imagined wrong or other cause for complaint or protest, especially unfair treatment




•
 
failure to redress genuine grievances.










2.
 
an official statement of a complaint over something believed to be wrong or unfair




•
 
three pilots have filed grievances against the company.










3.
 
a feeling of resentment over something believed to be wrong or unfair




•
 
he was nursing a grievance.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘injury’): from Old French 
grevance

 , from 
grever

 ‘to burden’ (see grieve
 ).






grieve

 
/ɡrēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suffer grief




•
 
she 
grieved for

 her father.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — feel grief for or because of




•
 
she did not have the opportunity to grieve her mother's death.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause great distress to (someone)




•
 
what grieves you, my son?




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it grieves me to think of you in that house alone.














II.
 
derivatives





griever






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘harm, oppress’): from Old French 
grever

 ‘burden, encumber,’ based on Latin 
gravare

 , from 
gravis

 ‘heavy, grave’ (see grave
 2
 ).





grievous

 
/ˈɡrēvəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (of something bad) very severe or serious




•
 
his death was a grievous blow




•
 
the American fleet suffered grievous losses.














II.
 
derivatives





grievousness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
greveus

 , from 
grever

 (see grieve
 ). / 
usage:

 
Grievous

 ends with 
-ous

 and has two syllables: do not pronounce it with three syllables (GREE-vee-us), as if it ended with 
-ious

 .





grievous bodily harm

 
/ˈɡrēvəs ˈbädəlē härm /

 
GBH






noun






[Law]

 serious physical injury inflicted on a person by the deliberate action of another.













grievously

 
/ˈɡrēvəslē/






adverb






‹formal›

 to a very severe or serious degree




•
 
the town suffered grievously during the invasion




•
 
he was grievously wounded in combat.



















Griffey, Ken

 
/ˈɡrifē/






(1969–), US baseball player; full name 
George Kenneth Griffey, Jr.

 ; known as 
Junior

 . Most of his career 1989–2010 was as an outfielder for the Seattle Mariners and the Cincinnati Reds.










griffin

 
/ˈɡrifən /

 
gryphon
 , griffon





I.
 
noun




a mythical creature with the head and wings of an eagle and the body of a lion, typically depicted with pointed ears and with the eagle's legs taking the place of the forelegs.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
grifoun

 , based on late Latin 
gryphus

 , via Latin from Greek 
grups

 , 
grup-

 .





Griffith, D. W.

 
/ˈɡrifiTH/






(1875–1948), US movie director; full name 
David Lewelyn Wark Griffith

 . A pioneer in movies, he is responsible for introducing many cinematic techniques, including flashback and fade-out. Notable films: 
The Birth of a Nation

 (1915), 
Intolerance

 (1916), and 
Broken Blossoms

 (1919).









Griffith Joyner, Florence

 
/ˈjoinər/






(1959–98), US track athlete; called 
Flojo

 . She won three gold medals at the 1988 Olympic Games, establishing world records in the 100– and 200–meter races.









griffon

 
/ˈɡrifən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of any of several terrierlike breeds originating in northwestern Europe.




2.
 
(also 
Brussels griffon

 )
 — a dog of a toy breed with a flat face and upturned chin.




3.
 
(also 
griffon vulture

 )
 — a large Old World vulture with predominantly pale brown plumage.

[Genus 
Gyps

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : four species, in particular the Eurasian 
G. fulvus

 and the African 
Ruppell's griffon

 (
G. ruepelli

 ).]




4.
 
variant spelling of griffin
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in 
sense

 2 and 
sense

 3): variant of griffin
 ; 
sense

 1 was adopted from French in the 18th cent.





grift

 
/ɡrift /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in petty swindling.








II.
 
noun




a petty swindle.








III.
 
derivatives





grifter

 
/ˈɡriftər /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of graft
 2
 .





grig

 
/ɡriɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 a small eel.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 a grasshopper or cricket.








II.
 
phrases





(as) merry (or lively) as a grig








(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 full of fun; extravagantly lively.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘dwarf’): of unknown origin.






grill1


 
/ɡril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal framework used for cooking food over an open fire; a gridiron.




2.
 
a portable device for cooking outdoors, consisting of a metal framework placed over charcoal or gas fuel.




3.
 
a dish of food, especially meat, cooked using a grill.




4.
 
(also 
grill room

 )
 — a restaurant serving grilled food.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cook (something) using a grill




•
 
grill the trout for about five minutes.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 subject (someone) to intense questioning or interrogation




•
 
my father grilled us about what we had been doing




•
 (as 
noun

 
grilling

 )
 
they faced a grilling over the latest results.














III.
 
derivatives





griller






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
gril

 (noun), 
griller

 (verb), from Old French 
graille

 ‘grille.’





grill2


 
/ɡril/






noun




variant spelling of grille
 .













grillade

 
/ɡriˈläd, ɡrēˈyäd/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
grillades

 )


1.
 
a kind of meat stew usually made with beef steak, typical of French regional and Cajun cooking.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘something grilled.’





grillage

 
/ˈɡrilij ɡrəˈläZH/





I.
 
noun




a heavy framework of cross-timbering or metal beams forming a foundation for building, especially on soft, wet, or unstable ground.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French (see grille
 , -age
 ).






grille

 
/ɡril /

 
grill





I.
 
noun




a grating or screen of metal bars or wires, placed in front of something as protection or to allow ventilation or discreet observation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
craticula

 , diminutive of 
cratis

 ‘hurdle’; related to crate
 , grate
 2
 , and griddle
 .





grillwork

 
/ˈɡrilwərk/






noun




metal bars or wires arranged to form a grille.













grilse

 
/ɡrils/





I.
 
noun




a salmon that has returned to fresh water after a single winter at sea.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





grim

 
/ɡrim/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forbidding or uninviting




•
 
his grim expression




•
 
long rows of grim, dark housing developments.










2.
 
(of humor) lacking genuine levity; mirthless; black




•
 
some moments of grim humor.










3.
 
depressing or worrying to consider




•
 
the grim news of the murder.










4.
 
unrelentingly harsh; merciless or severe




•
 
few creatures are able to thrive in this grim and hostile land.














II.
 
phrases





like grim death






with great determination




•
 
we had to hold on like grim death.


















III.
 
derivatives





grimness

 
/ˈɡrimnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
grim

 and German 
grimm

 .





grimace

 
/ˈɡriməs ɡrəˈmās/





I.
 
noun




an ugly, twisted expression on a person's face, typically expressing disgust, pain, or wry amusement




•
 
she gave a grimace of pain.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a grimace




•
 
I sipped the coffee and grimaced.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
grimazo

 ‘caricature,’ from 
grima

 ‘fright.’





Grimaldi, Francesco Maria

 
/ɡrəˈmäldē, -ˈmôl-/






(1618–63), Italian physicist and astronomer.









grimalkin

 
/ɡrəˈmalkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a cat (used especially in reference to its characteristically feline qualities).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a spiteful old woman.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from gray
 1
 + 
Malkin

 (nickname for the given name 
Matilda

 ).





grime

 
/ɡrīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
dirt ingrained on the surface of something, especially clothing, a building, or the skin.




2.
 
a form of dance music characterized by machinelike sounds and hip-hop vocals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
blacken or make dirty with grime




•
 
the beaches are grimed with a foul foam.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch.





Grimke

 
/ˈɡrimkē/






the name of a family of US reformers, abolitionists, and feminists that included sisters 
Sarah Moore

 (1792–1872) and 
Angelina Emily

 (1805–79). They wrote for the American Anti-Slavery Society. Sarah later wrote pamphlets for women's rights, and with Theodore Dwight Weld (1803–95), Angelina's husband, she wrote 
American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses

 (1839).









grimly

 
/ˈɡrimlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very serious, gloomy, or depressing manner




•
 
"It's not good," I replied grimly




•
 
the commander grimly predicted that violence could return.










2.
 
in a manner that is apparently humorous but lacks genuine levity




•
 
he smiled grimly at his own misery




•
 
sad as I am, another part of me is grimly amused.










3.
 
in an unrelenting manner despite hardship




•
 
Portugal grimly hung on to her African possessions well into the 1970s




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she had a grimly determined look on her face.



















Grimm

 
/ɡrim/






family name of brothers 
Jacob Ludwig Carl

 (1785–1863) and 
Wilhelm Carl

 (1786–1859), German philologists and folklorists. In 1852, they inaugurated a dictionary of German on historical principles, which was eventually completed by other scholars in 1960. They also compiled an anthology of German fairy tales, which appeared in three volumes between 1812 and 1822.









Grimm's law

 
/ˈɡrimz ˌlô /

 

‹Linguistics›







the observation that certain Indo-European consonants (mainly stops) undergo regular changes in the Germanic languages that are not seen in non-Germanic languages such as Greek or Latin. Examples include 
p

 becoming 
f

 so that Latin 
pedem

 corresponds to English 
foot

 and German 
Fuss

 . The principle was set out by Jacob Grimm in his German grammar (2nd edition, 1822).









grimoire

 
/ɡrimˈwär/





I.
 
noun




a book of magic spells and invocations.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, alteration of 
grammaire

 ‘grammar.’






Grim Reaper

 
/ɡrim ˈrēpər/






noun




a personification of death in the form of a cloaked skeleton wielding a large scythe.













grimy

 
/ˈɡrīmē/





I.
 
adjective




covered with or characterized by grime




•
 
the grimy industrial city.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grimily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
griminess

 
/ˈɡrīmēnəs /






noun






















grin

 
/ɡrin/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smile broadly, especially in an unrestrained manner and with the mouth open




•
 
Dennis appeared, grinning cheerfully.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express with a broad smile.




3.
 
grimace or appear to grimace grotesquely in a way that reveals the teeth


(as 
adj.

 
grinning

 )


•
 
a grinning skull.














II.
 
noun




a broad smile




•
 
“OK,” he said with a grin.














III.
 
phrases





grin and bear it






suffer pain or misfortune in a stoical manner.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grinner






noun













2.
 
grinningly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
grennian

 ‘bare the teeth in pain or anger,’ of Germanic origin; probably related to groan
 .





grinch

 
/ɡrinCH ɡrɪntʃ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is mean-spirited and unfriendly.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from the name of the title character in Dr. Seuss's book 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!

 (1957).






grind

 
/ɡrīnd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reduce (something) to small particles or powder by crushing it




•
 
grind some black pepper over the salad




•
 
they 
grind up

 fish for fertilizer.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a mill or machine) work with a crushing action




•
 
the old mill was grinding again.










3.
 
sharpen, smooth, or produce (something) by crushing or by friction




•
 
power from a waterwheel was used to grind cutlery.










4.
 
operate (a mill or machine) by turning the handle




•
 
she was grinding a coffee mill.










5.
 
rub or cause to rub together gratingly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
tectonic plates that inexorably grind against each other




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he keeps me awake at night, grinding his teeth.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move noisily and laboriously, especially against a countering force




•
 
the truck was grinding slowly up the hill.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a dancer) rotate the hips




•
 
go-go girls grinding to blaring disco.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a crushing or grating sound or motion




•
 
the crunch and grind of bulldozers




•
 


‹figurative›

 the slow grind of the US legal system.










2.
 
hard dull work




•
 
relief from the daily grind.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an excessively hard-working student.




4.
 
the size of ground particles




•
 
only the right grind gives you all the fine flavor.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a dancer's rotary movement of the hips




•
 
a bump and grind.














III.
 
phrases





grind to a halt (or come to a grinding halt)






move more and more slowly and then stop.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
grind away






work or study hard.









2.
 
grind someone down






wear someone down with continuous harsh or oppressive treatment




•
 
mundane everyday things which just grind people down.















3.
 
grind on






continue for a long time in a wearying or tedious way




•
 
the rail talks grind on.















4.
 
grind something out






produce something dull or tedious slowly and laboriously




•
 
I must grind out some more fiction.





















– origin

 Old English 
grindan

 , probably of Germanic origin. Although no cognates are known, it may be distantly related to Latin 
frendere

 ‘rub away, gnash.’





grinder

 
/ˈɡrīndər/






noun



1.
 
a machine used for grinding something




•
 
a coffee grinder.










2.
 
a person employed to grind cutlery, tools, or cereals.




3.
 
a molar tooth.




4.
 
(
grinders

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the teeth.




5.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 another term for submarine sandwich
 .













grinding

 
/ˈɡrīndiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a state) oppressive, tedious, and seemingly without end




•
 
grinding poverty.










2.
 
(of a sound or motion) harsh and grating




•
 
the group's grinding, ear-splitting guitar.














II.
 
derivatives





grindingly






adverb





















grinding wheel

 
/ˈɡrīndiNG (h)wēl/






noun




a wheel used for cutting, grinding, or finishing metal or other objects, and typically made of abrasive particles bonded together.














grindstone

 
/ˈɡrīn(d)stōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick disk of stone or other abrasive material mounted so as to revolve, used for grinding, sharpening, or polishing metal objects.




2.
 


‹rare›

 another term for millstone
 .








II.
 
phrases





keep one's nose to the grindstone






work hard and continuously.

















gringo

 
/ˈɡriNGɡō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (in Spanish-speaking countries and contexts, chiefly in the Americas) a person, especially an American, who is not Hispanic or Latino.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘foreign, foreigner, or gibberish,’ perhaps an alteration of 
griego

 ‘Greek.’





griot

 
/ɡrēˈō, ˈɡrēō/





I.
 
noun




a member of a class of traveling poets, musicians, and storytellers who maintain a tradition of oral history in parts of West Africa.











– origin

 French, earlier 
guiriot

 , perhaps from Portuguese 
criado

 .






grip

 
/ɡrip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take and keep a firm hold of; grasp tightly




•
 
his knuckles were white as he gripped the steering wheel.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — maintain a firm contact, especially by friction




•
 
a sole that really grips well on wet rock.










3.
 
(of a feeling or emotion) deeply affect (someone)




•
 
she was gripped by a feeling of excitement.










4.
 
compel the attention or interest of




•
 
she gripped us from the first sentence.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a firm hold; a tight grasp or clasp




•
 
his arm was held in a vicelike grip




•
 


‹figurative›

 the icy grip of winter.










2.
 
a manner of grasping or holding something




•
 
I've changed my grip and my backswing.










3.
 
the ability of something, especially a wheel or shoe, to maintain a firm contact with a surface




•
 
these shoes have got no grip.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an effective form of control over something




•
 
our firm 
grip on

 inflation.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an intellectual understanding of something




•
 
you've got a pretty good 
grip on

 what's going on.










6.
 
a part or attachment by which something is held in the hand




•
 
handlebar grips.










7.
 
a traveling bag




•
 
a grip crammed with new clothes.










8.
 
an assistant in a theater; a stagehand.




9.
 
a member of a camera crew responsible for moving and setting up equipment.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come (or get) to grips with





a.
 
engage in combat with




•
 
they never came to grips with the enemy.










b.
 
begin to deal with or understand




•
 
a real tough problem to come to grips with.















2.
 
get a grip






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 keep or recover one's self-control




•
 
get a grip, guys!















3.
 
get a grip on






take control of




•
 
the Fed will have to act to get a grip on inflation.















4.
 
in the grip of






dominated or affected by something undesirable or adverse




•
 
people caught in the grip of a drug problem.















5.
 
lose one's grip






become unable to understand or control one's situation




•
 
an elderly person who seems to be losing his grip.


















IV.
 
derivatives





gripper

 
/ˈɡripər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grippa

 (verb), 
gripe

 ‘grasp, clutch’ (noun), 
gripa

 ‘handful, sheath’; related to gripe
 .






gripe

 
/ɡrīp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 express a complaint or grumble about something, especially something trivial


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they gripe about the busywork




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Holidays make no difference to Simon,” Pat griped.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — affect with gastric or intestinal pain




•
 
it gripes my belly like a green apple




•
 (as 
adj.

 
griping

 )
 
then the griping pains started.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 grasp tightly; clutch




•
 
Hilyard griped his dagger.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 secure (a boat) with gripes.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 (of a ship) turn to face the wind in spite of the helm.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a complaint, especially a trivial one




•
 
his biggest gripe is that he has lost his sense of privacy.










2.
 
(usu. 
gripes

 )
 — gastric or intestinal pain; colic.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 an act of grasping tightly.




4.
 
(
gripes

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 lashings securing a boat in its place on deck or in davits.








III.
 
derivatives





griper






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grīpan

 ‘grasp, clutch,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
grijpen

 , German 
greifen

 ‘seize,’ also to grip
 and grope
 . 
Sense

 2 
of the

 verb dates from the 17th cent.; 
sense

 1 
of the

 verb, of US origin, dates from the 1930s.





grippe

 
/ɡrip/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for influenza
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
gripper

 ‘seize.’





gripping

 
/ˈɡripiNG/





I.
 
adjective




firmly holding the attention or interest; exciting




•
 
a gripping TV thriller.














II.
 
derivatives





grippingly






adverb





















grippy

 
/ˈɡripē/






adjective




(of a wheel or shoe) able to grip a surface well




•
 
grippy, quiet tires.



















Griqua

 
/ˈɡrēkwə/





I.
 
noun




a member of a people of mixed European and Khoikhoi origin, living mainly in the Cape Province of South Africa.











– origin

 the name in Nama.





Gris, Juan

 
/ɡrēs/






(1887–1927), Spanish painter; born 
José Victoriano Gonzales

 . A main contributor to the development of the later phase of synthetic cubism, his work features the use of collage and paint in simple fragmented shapes.









grisaille

 
/ɡriˈzī, -ˈzāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Art]

 a method of painting in gray monochrome, typically to imitate sculpture.




2.
 


[Art]

 a painting or stained-glass window in grisaille style.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
gris

 ‘gray.’





griseofulvin

 
/ˌɡrizēōˈfo͝olvən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic used against fungal infections of the hair and skin.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the mold 
penicillium griseovulvum

 .]











– origin

 1930s: from the modern Latin binomial, from medieval Latin 
griseus

 ‘grayish’ + Latin 
fulvus

 ‘reddish yellow.’





grisette

 
/ɡrəˈzet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a common edible woodland mushroom with a brown or gray cap, a slender stem, and white gills.

[
Amanita vaginata

 and 
A. fulva

 , family 
Amanitaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]




2.
 


‹dated›

 a young working-class Frenchwoman.











– origin

 French, from 
gris

 ‘gray’ + the diminutive suffix 
-ette

 ; in 
sense

 2 the term derives from the gray dress material typically worn by such women; 
sense

 1 is an extended use.





gris-gris

 
/ˌɡrēˈɡrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an African or Caribbean charm or amulet.




2.
 
the use of charms, especially in voodoo


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the New Orleans gris-gris traditions.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
grisgris

 , of West African origin.





Grisham, John

 
/ˈɡriSHəm/






(1955–) US writer and lawyer; full name 
John Ray Grisham

 . His novels include the legal thrillers 
A Time to Kill

 (1989), 
The Firm

 (1991), 
The Testament

 (1999), and 
The Brethren

 (2000).









griskin

 
/ˈɡriskin/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the lean part of a loin of pork.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from archaic 
grice

 ‘pig’ + -kin
 .





grisly

 
/ˈɡrizlē/





I.
 
adjective




causing horror or disgust




•
 
the town was shaken by a series of grisly crimes.














II.
 
derivatives





grisliness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grislic

 ‘terrifying,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
griezelig

 .





grison

 
/ˈɡrizən/





I.
 
noun




a weasellike mammal with dark fur and a white stripe across the forehead, found in Central and South America.

[Genus 
Galictis

 , family 
Mustelidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
gris

 ‘gray.’





grissini

 
/ɡrəˈsēnē/





I.
 
plural noun




thin, crisp Italian breadsticks.











– origin

 Italian.





Grissom, Gus

 
/ˈɡrisəm/






(1926–67), US astronaut; full name 
Virgil Ivan Grissom

 . Part of the original Project Mercury astronaut team in 1959, he was killed in a flash fire in the 
Apollo I

 capsule along with fellow astronauts 
Edward H. White

 (1930–67) and 
Roger B. Chaffee

 (1935–67).









grist

 
/ɡrist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
grain that is ground to make flour.




2.
 
malt crushed to make mash for brewing.




3.
 
useful material, especially to back up an argument




•
 
the research provided the most sensational grist for opponents of tobacco.














II.
 
phrases





grist for the mill






useful experience, material, or knowledge.















– origin

 Old English, ‘grinding,’ of Germanic origin; related to grind
 .





gristle

 
/ˈɡrisəl/





I.
 
noun




cartilage, especially when found as tough, inedible tissue in meat.











– origin

 Old English, of unknown origin.





gristly

 
/ˈɡris(ə)lē/






adjective




consisting of or full of gristle




•
 
gristly bits of beef.



















gristmill

 
/ˈɡris(t)mil/






noun




a mill for grinding grain.














grit

 
/ɡrit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
small, loose particles of stone or sand




•
 
she had a bit of grit in her eye.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (with numeral) indicating the grade of fineness of an abrasive




•
 
220-grit paper.










3.
 
(also 
gritstone

 )
 — a coarse sandstone




•
 
layers of impervious shales and grits.










4.
 
courage and resolve; strength of character




•
 
he displayed the 
true grit

 of the navy pilot.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clench (the teeth), especially in order to keep one's resolve when faced with an unpleasant or painful duty




•
 


‹figurative›

 Congress must grit its teeth and take action




•
 (as 
adj.

 
gritted

 )
 


‹figurative›

 “Not here,” he said through gritted teeth.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with or make a grating sound




•
 
fine red dust that gritted between the teeth.

















– origin

 Old English 
grēot

 ‘sand, gravel,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Griess

 , also to groats
 .






grits

 
/ɡrits/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 a dish of coarsely ground corn kernels boiled with water or milk.




2.
 


(US)

 coarsely ground corn kernels from which grits are made.











– origin

 Old English 
grytt

 , 
grytte

 ‘bran, mill dust,’ of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
grutten

 , German 
Grütze

 , also to groats
 .





gritty

 
/ˈɡridē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or covered with grit.




2.
 
showing courage and resolve




•
 
a gritty pioneer woman.










3.
 
tough and uncompromising




•
 
a gritty look at urban life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grittily

 
/ˈɡritəlē /






adverb













2.
 
grittiness

 
/ˈɡridēnəs /






noun






















grivet

 
/ˈɡrivit /

 
grivet monkey





I.
 
noun




a common African guenon with greenish-brown upper parts and a black face.

Compare with green monkey
 and vervet
 . [
Cercopithecus aethiops

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 , in particular the race 
C. a. aethiops

 of Ethiopia and Sudan, with long white cheek tufts.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.






grizzle1


 
/ˈɡrizəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(especially of hair or fur) having dark and white hairs mixed




•
 
grizzle-haired.














II.
 
noun




a mixture of dark and white hairs.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
grisel

 , from 
gris

 ‘gray.’






grizzle2


 
/ˈɡrizəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a child) cry fretfully


(as 
adj.

 
grizzling

 )


•
 
a grizzling baby




•
 (as 
noun

 
grizzling

 )
 
no grizzling, now!










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 complain; grumble.








II.
 
derivatives





grizzler

 
/ˈɡriz(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘show the teeth, grin’): of unknown origin.





grizzled

 
/ˈɡrizəld/





I.
 
adjective




having or streaked with gray hair




•
 
grizzled hair.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the adjective grizzle
 1
 + -ed
 1
 .






grizzly

 
/ˈɡrizlē/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a large race of the brown bear native to North America.

[
Ursus arctos horribilis

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]








II.
 
adjective




gray or gray-haired.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as adjective): from grizzle
 2
 . The noun dates from the early 19th century.





gro.






abbreviation




gross.














groan

 
/ɡrōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a deep inarticulate sound in response to pain or despair




•
 
Marty groaned and pulled the blanket over his head.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something in a despairing or miserable tone




•
 
“Oh God!” I groaned.










3.
 
complain; grumble




•
 
they were 
moaning and groaning

 about management.










4.
 
(of a thing) make a low creaking or moaning sound when pressure or weight is applied




•
 
James slumped back into his chair, making it groan and bulge.










5.
 
(
groan with/under

 )
 — be heavily loaded with




•
 
tables groan with joints of venison.










6.
 
(
groan under/beneath

 )
 — be oppressed by




•
 
families groaning under mortgage increases.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep inarticulate sound made in pain or despair.




2.
 
a complaint




•
 
to listen with sincerity to everyone's moans and groans.










3.
 
a low creaking or moaning sound made by an object or device under pressure




•
 
the protesting groan of timbers.














III.
 
phrases





groan inwardly






feel dismayed by something but remain silent




•
 
everything has a tepid inevitability, and even as you smile you may be groaning inwardly.


















IV.
 
derivatives





groaner






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grānian

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
greinen

 ‘cry, whine,’ 
grinsen

 ‘grin,’ also probably to grin
 .





groaning

 
/ˈɡrōniNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting a deep inarticulate sound conveying pain, despair, pleasure, etc.




•
 
he made groaning sounds and took labored breaths




•
 
I flopped back, making a small tortured groaning noise.










2.
 
denoting a low creaking sound made by an object under pressure




•
 
the pillar gave a huge groaning noise and crumbled.










3.
 
heavily laden with things




•
 
a groaning table of rich food




•
 
the groaning shelves of novelty Christmas releases.














II.
 
derivatives





groaningly

 
/ˈɡrōniNGlē /






adverb






















groat

 
/ɡrōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 any of various medieval European coins, in particular an English silver coin worth four old pence, issued between 1351 and 1662.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 
‹archaic›

 a small sum




•
 
I do not care a groat.

















– origin

 from Middle Dutch 
groot

 or Middle Low German 
grōte

 ‘great, thick,’ hence ‘thick penny’; compare with groschen
 .






groats

 
/ɡrōts/





I.
 
plural noun




hulled or crushed grain, especially oats.











– origin

 late Old English 
grotan

 (plural): related to grit
 and grits
 .





grocer

 
/ˈɡrōsər/





I.
 
noun




a person who sells food and small household goods.











– origin

 Middle English (originally ‘a person who sold things in the gross’ (i.e., in large quantities)): from Old French 
grossier

 , from medieval Latin 
grossarius

 , from late Latin 
grossus

 ‘gross.’





grocery

 
/ˈɡrōs(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
a grocer's store or business.




2.
 
(
groceries

 )
 — items of food sold in a grocery store.













groceteria

 
/ˌɡrōsəˈtirēə/






noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 a self-serve grocery store.














Grodno

 
/ˈɡrädnō/






Russian name of Hrodna
 .









grody

 
/ˈɡrōdē/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 very unpleasant; disgusting




•
 
an old man with grody yellow teeth




•
 
by itself, buttermilk tastes pretty grody




•
 
think of those 80s pics of everyone in denim—grody to the max!

















– origin

 1960s (as 
groaty

 ): from grotesque
 .





grog

 
/ɡräɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
spirits (originally rum) mixed with water.




2.
 


‹informal›

 alcoholic drink, especially beer.




3.
 
crushed unglazed pottery or brick used as an additive in plaster or clay.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: said to be from 
Old Grog

 , the reputed nickname (because of his grogram cloak) of Admiral Vernon (1684–1757), who in 1740 first ordered diluted (instead of neat) rum to be served out to sailors.





groggy

 
/ˈɡräɡē/





I.
 
adjective




dazed, weak, or unsteady, especially from illness, intoxication, sleep, or a blow




•
 
the sleeping pills had left her feeling groggy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
groggily

 
/ˈɡräɡəlē /






adverb













2.
 
grogginess






noun






















grogram

 
/ˈɡräɡrəm/





I.
 
noun




a coarse fabric made of silk, often combined with mohair or wool and stiffened with gum.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
gros grain

 ‘coarse grain’ (see also grosgrain
 ).





groin1


 
/ɡroin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the area between the abdomen and the thigh on either side of the body.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the region of the genitals.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a curved edge formed by two intersecting vaults.











– origin

 late Middle English 
grynde

 , perhaps from Old English 
grynde

 ‘depression, abyss.’





groin2


 
/ɡroin /

 
groyne





I.
 
noun




a low wall or sturdy timber barrier built out into the sea from a beach to check erosion and drifting.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from dialect 
groin

 ‘snout,’ from Old French 
groign

 , from late Latin 
grunium

 ‘pig's snout,’ from Latin 
grunnire

 ‘to grunt.’





groined

 
/ɡroind/






adjective






[Architecture]

 (of a vault) formed by the intersection of two barrel vaults, usually with plain groins without ribs.













grok

 
/ɡräk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 understand (something) intuitively or by empathy




•
 
because of all the commercials, children grok things immediately.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 empathize or communicate sympathetically; establish a rapport.











– origin

 1960s: a word coined by Robert Heinlein (1907–88), American science fiction writer, in 
Stranger in a Strange Land

 .





grommet

 
/ˈɡrämət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an eyelet placed in a hole in a sheet or panel to protect or insulate a rope or cable passed through it or to prevent the sheet or panel from being torn.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a tube surgically implanted in the eardrum to drain fluid from the middle ear.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a young or inexperienced skier, snowboarder, surfer, or skateboarder




•
 
mega moves that make gods out of grommets.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in nautical use in the sense ‘a circle of rope used as a fastening’): from obsolete French 
grommette

 , from 
gourmer

 ‘to curb,’ of unknown ultimate origin. Current senses date from the mid 20th cent.





Gromyko, Andrei

 
/ɡrəˈmēkō/






(1909–89), Soviet statesman; foreign minister 1957–85; president of the former Soviet Union 1985–88; full name 
Andrei Andreevich Gromyko

 . His appointment to the presidency, largely a formal position, by Mikhail Gorbachev was widely interpreted as a maneuver to reduce Gromyko's influence and to make an ending of the Cold War possible.









Groningen

 
/ˈɡrōniNGən/






a city in the northern Netherlands, capital of a province with the same name; pop. 182,484 (2008).










Grønland

 
/ˈɡrənlän/






Danish name for Greenland
 .










groom

 
/ɡro͞om ɡro͝om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look after the coat of (a horse, dog, or other animal) by brushing and cleaning it




•
 
you must be prepared to spend time grooming your dog.










2.
 
(of an animal) clean the fur or skin of




•
 
their main preoccupation is licking and 
grooming themselves

 .










3.
 
give a neat and tidy appearance to (someone)


(as 
noun

 
grooming

 )


•
 
she pays great attention to makeup, grooming, and clothes.










4.
 
look after (a lawn, ski slope, or other surface).




5.
 
prepare or train (someone) for a particular purpose or activity




•
 
star pupils who are 
groomed for

 higher things.










6.
 
(of a pedophile) prepare (a child) for a meeting, especially via an Internet chat room, with the intention of committing a sexual offense.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed to take care of horses.




2.
 
a bridegroom.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 any of various officials of the royal household.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘boy,’ later ‘man, male servant’): of unknown origin.





groomsman

 
/ˈɡro͞omzmən ˈɡro͝omzmən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a male friend officially attending the bridegroom at a wedding.














groove

 
/ɡro͞ov/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow cut or depression, especially one made to guide motion or receive a corresponding ridge.




2.
 
a spiral track cut in a phonograph record, into which the stylus fits.




3.
 


[Climbing]

 an indentation where two planes of rock meet at an angle of more than 120°.




4.
 
an established routine or habit




•
 
his thoughts were slipping 
into a

 familiar 
groove

 .










5.
 


‹informal›

 a rhythmic pattern in popular or jazz music




•
 
the groove laid down by the drummer and bassist is tough and funky.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a groove or grooves in




•
 
deep lines grooved her face.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 dance or listen to popular or jazz music, especially that with an insistent rhythm




•
 
they were 
grooving to

 Motown.










3.
 


‹dated›

 play popular music in an accomplished and stylish manner




•
 
the rhythm section grooves in the true Basie manner.










4.
 
enjoy oneself




•
 
Harley relaxed and began to groove.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 pitch (a ball) in the center of the strike zone.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in the context of other sports) kick or throw (the ball) successfully; score (a goal) with stylish ease




•
 
the San Diego kicker grooved the winning field goal.














III.
 
phrases





in (or into) the groove





a.
 


‹informal›

 performing consistently well or confidently




•
 
it might take me a couple of races to get back into the groove.










b.
 
indulging in relaxed and spontaneous enjoyment, especially dancing




•
 
get into the groove!





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a mine or shaft): from Dutch 
groeve

 ‘furrow, pit’; related to grave
 1
 .





grooved

 
/ɡro͞ovd/






adjective




provided with or having a groove or grooves.













grooving saw






noun




a circular saw used for cutting grooves.













groovy

 
/ˈɡro͞ovē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 fashionable and exciting




•
 
sporting a groovy new haircut.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 enjoyable and excellent




•
 
he played all the remarkably groovy guitar parts himself.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
groovily

 
/-vəlē /






adverb













2.
 
grooviness






noun






















grope

 
/ɡrōp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — feel about or search blindly or uncertainly with the hands




•
 
she got up and 
groped for

 her spectacles.










2.
 
(
grope for

 )
 — search mentally with hesitation or uncertainty for (a word or answer)




•
 
she was groping for the words which would express what she thought




•
 (as 
adj.

 
groping

 )
 
their groping attempts to create a more meaningful existence.










3.
 
move along with difficulty by feeling objects as one goes




•
 
she blew out the candle and 
groped her way

 to the door.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 feel or fondle (someone) for sexual pleasure, especially against their will




•
 
he was accused of groping office girls.














II.
 
noun




an act of fondling someone for sexual pleasure




•
 
she and Steve sneaked off for a quick grope.














III.
 
derivatives





gropingly

 
/ˈɡrōpiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
grāpian

 ; related to gripe
 .





Gropius, Walter

 
/ˈɡrōpēəs/






(1883–1969), US architect; born in Germany. He was the first director of the Bauhaus School of Design 1919–28 and a pioneer of the international style. He was one of the designers of the Pan American Building (1962) in New York.









grosbeak

 
/ˈɡrōsˌbēk/





I.
 
noun




a finch or related songbird with a stout conical bill and typically brightly colored plumage.

[Several genera in the family 
Fringillidae

 and subfamily 
Cardinalinae

 (family 
Emberizidae

 ); the 
white-fronted grosbeak

 or 
grosbeak weaver

 (
Amblyospiza albifrons

 ) belongs to the family 
Ploceidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
grosbec

 , from 
gros

 ‘big, fat’ + 
bec

 ‘beak.’






groschen

 
/ˈɡrōSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a monetary unit of Austria (until the introduction of the euro), equal to one hundredth of a schilling.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small German silver coin.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a German ten-pfennig piece.











– origin

 German, from Middle High German 
grosse

 , from medieval Latin 
(denarius) grossus

 ‘thick (penny)’; compare with groat
 .






grosgrain

 
/ˈɡrōˌɡrān/





I.
 
noun




a heavy, ribbed fabric, typically of silk or rayon.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, ‘coarse grain’ (see also grogram
 ).





gros point

 
/ˈɡrō ˌpoint/





I.
 
noun




a type of needlepoint embroidery consisting of stitches crossing two or more threads of the canvas in each direction.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘large stitch,’ from 
gros point de Venise

 , a type of lace originally from Venice, worked in bold relief. The current sense dates from the 1930s.





gross

 
/ɡrōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of wrongdoing) very obvious and unacceptable; blatant




•
 
gross human rights abuses




•
 
gross negligence




•
 
a gross exaggeration.










2.
 
(of income, profit, or interest) without deduction of tax or other contributions; total




•
 
the gross amount of the gift was $1,000




•
 
the current rate of interest is about 6.1 percent gross.







Often contrasted with net
 2
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective).




3.
 
(of weight) including all contents, fittings, wrappings, or other variable items; overall




•
 
a projected gross takeoff weight of 500,000 pounds.










4.
 
(of a score in golf) as actually played, without taking handicap into account.




5.
 
very rude or coarse; vulgar




•
 
the duties we felt called upon to perform toward our inferiors were only gross, material ones.










6.
 
unattractively large or bloated




•
 
I feel fat, gross—even my legs feel flabby.










7.
 


‹informal›

 very unpleasant; repulsive




•
 
it's disgusting and gross, but it's a fact.










8.
 
general or large-scale; not fine or detailed




•
 
at the gross anatomical level.














II.
 
adverb




without tax or other contributions having been deducted.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce or earn (an amount of money) as gross profit or income




•
 
the film went on to gross $8 million in the U.S.














IV.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — an amount equal to twelve dozen; 144




•
 
fifty-five gross of tins of processed milk.







[From French 
grosse douzaine

 , literally ‘large dozen.’]




2.
 
(
pl.

 grosses)
 — a gross profit or income




•
 
the box-office grosses mounted.














V.
 
phrases





by the gross






in large numbers or amounts




•
 
impoverished Mexicans who were arrested here by the gross.


















VI.
 
phrasal verbs





gross someone out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 disgust someone, typically with repulsive or obscene behavior or appearance.












VII.
 
derivatives





grossness

 
/ˈɡrōsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘thick, massive, bulky’): from Old French 
gros

 , 
grosse

 ‘large,’ from late Latin 
grossus

 .





gross anatomy






noun




the branch of anatomy that deals with the structure of organs and tissues that are visible to the naked eye.













gross domestic product

 
/ɡrōs dəˈmestik ˈprädəkt /

 
GDP






noun




the total value of goods produced and services provided in a country during one year.

Compare with gross national product
 .













grosser

 
/ˈɡrōsər/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]


1.
 
a movie that earns a specified level of gross profit or income




•
 
the 1965 film version was an even bigger grosser




•
 
a $50 million-plus grosser.



















grossly

 
/ˈɡrōslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very obvious and unacceptable manner; flagrantly




•
 
you have grossly insulted a member of the community




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
prosecutors said his driving was grossly negligent.










2.
 
extremely; excessively




•
 
the economic benefits have been grossly exaggerated




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the decision was grossly unfair.










3.
 
in a disgusting or coarse manner; vulgarly




•
 
do you have one cookie, or grossly eat the whole package?




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
grossly offensive jokes.




















gross national product

 
GNP






noun




the total value of goods produced and services provided by a country during one year, equal to the gross domestic product plus the net income from foreign investments.













gross-out

 
/ˈɡrōsˌout/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 something disgusting or repellent


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the movie features several gross-out scenes.



















grossular

 
/ˈɡräsyələr/





I.
 
noun




a mineral of the garnet group, consisting essentially of calcium aluminum silicate.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
grossularia

 ‘gooseberry.’ The yellow-green variety is sometimes known as 
gooseberry garnet

 .






Gros Ventre

 
/ˈɡrō ˌvänt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Gros Ventres of the Missouri

 )
 — another term for Hidatsa
 .




2.
 
(also 
Gros Ventres of the Prairies

 )
 — another term for Atsina
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘big belly.’





grosz

 
/ɡrôSH/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Poland, equal to one hundredth of a zloty.











– origin

 Polish; compare with groschen
 .





grot

 
/ɡrät/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a grotto.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
grotte

 , from Italian 
grotta

 , via Latin from Greek 
kruptē

 ‘vault, crypt.’






grotesque

 
/ɡrōˈtesk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
comically or repulsively ugly or distorted




•
 
grotesque facial distortions.










2.
 
incongruous or inappropriate to a shocking degree




•
 
a lifestyle of grotesque luxury.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a very ugly or comically distorted figure, creature, or image




•
 
the rods are carved in the form of a series of gargoyle faces and grotesques.










2.
 
(
the grotesque

 )
 — that which is grotesque




•
 
images of the macabre and the grotesque.










3.
 
a style of decorative painting or sculpture consisting of the interweaving of human and animal forms with flowers and foliage.




4.
 


[Printing]

 a family of 19th-century sans serif typefaces.








III.
 
derivatives





grotesqueness

 
/ɡrōˈtesknəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as noun): from French 
crotesque

 (the earliest form in English), from Italian 
grottesca

 , from 
opera

 or 
pittura grottesca

 ‘work or painting resembling that found in a grotto’; “grotto” here probably denoted the rooms of ancient buildings in Rome that had been revealed by excavations and contained murals in the grotesque style.





grotesquely

 
/ɡrōˈtesklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a comically or repulsively ugly or distorted manner




•
 
both men have fingers that are twisted grotesquely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
his body was grotesquely swollen.










2.
 
in an incongruous or shockingly inappropriate manner




•
 
a cop who grotesquely abused his power




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a grotesquely unfair tax system.



















grotesquerie

 
/ɡrōˈteskərē /

 
grotesquery





I.
 
noun



1.
 
grotesque quality or grotesque things collectively




•
 
living in a world of grotesquerie and make-believe.










2.
 
a grotesque figure, object, or action.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French (see grotesque
 ).





Grotius, Hugo

 
/ˈɡrōSH(ē)əs/






(1583–1645), Dutch jurist and diplomat; Latinized name of 
Huig de Groot

 . His legal treatise, 
De Jure Belli et Pacis

 (1625), established the basis of modern international law.









Groton

 
/ˈɡrätn/






a town in southeastern Connecticut, on the Thames River and Long Island Sound, a submarine manufacturing center; pop. 39,167 (est. 2008).









grotto

 
/ˈɡrädō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small picturesque cave, especially an artificial one in a park or garden.




2.
 
an indoor structure resembling a cave.








II.
 
derivatives





grottoed






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
grotta

 , via Latin from Greek 
kruptē

 (see crypt
 ).





grotty

 
/ˈɡrädē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 unpleasant and of poor quality




•
 
a grotty little hotel.










2.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 unwell




•
 
if the person feels very grotty, it is probably true influenza.














II.
 
derivatives





grottiness






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from grotesque
 + -y
 1
 .






grouch

 
/ɡrouCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a habitually grumpy person




•
 
rock's foremost poet and ill-mannered grouch.










2.
 
a complaint or grumble




•
 
my only real grouch was that the children's chorus was far less easy on the ear.










3.
 
a fit of grumbling or sulking




•
 
he's in a thundering grouch.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
voice one's discontent in an ill-tempered manner; grumble




•
 
there's not a lot to grouch about.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: variant of obsolete 
grutch

 , from Old French 
grouchier

 ‘to grumble, murmur,’ of unknown origin. Compare with grudge
 .





grouchy

 
/ˈɡrouCHē/





I.
 
adjective




irritable and bad-tempered; grumpy; complaining




•
 
the old man grew sulky and grouchy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grouchily

 
/-CHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
grouchiness

 
/ˈɡrouCHēnəs /






noun






















ground1


 
/ɡround/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the solid surface of the earth




•
 
he lay on the ground.










2.
 
a limited or defined extent of the earth's surface; land




•
 
an adjoining area of ground had been purchased.










3.
 
land of a specified kind




•
 
my feet squelched over marshy ground.










4.
 
an area of land or sea used for a specified purpose




•
 
shore dumping can pollute fishing grounds and beaches.










5.
 
(
grounds

 )
 — an area of enclosed land surrounding a large house or other building




•
 
the house stands in seven acres of grounds.










6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (in aviation) of or relating to the ground rather than the air (with particular reference to the maintenance and servicing of an aircraft on the ground)




•
 
ground staff




•
 
ground crew.










7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of an animal) living on or in the ground.




8.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a fish) bottom-dwelling.




9.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a plant) low-growing, especially in relation to similar plants.




10.
 
an area of knowledge or subject of discussion or thought




•
 
third-year courses typically 
cover

 less 
ground

 and go into more depth




•
 
he shifted the argument onto theoretical grounds of his own choosing.










11.
 
(
grounds

 )
 — factors forming a basis for action or the justification for a belief




•
 
there are some 
grounds for

 optimism




•
 
they called for a retrial 
on the grounds of

 the new evidence.










12.
 


[chiefly Art]

 a prepared surface to which paint is applied.




13.
 
a substance used to prepare a surface for painting.




14.
 
(in embroidery or ceramics) a plain surface to which decoration is applied.




15.
 
a piece of wood fixed to a wall as a base for boards, plaster, or woodwork.




16.
 


[Music]

 short for ground bass
 .




17.
 
(
grounds

 )
 — solid particles, especially of ground coffee, that form a residue; sediment.




18.
 


(N. Amer.)

 electrical connection of a circuit or conductor to the earth.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prohibit or prevent (a pilot or an aircraft) from flying




•
 
a bitter wind blew from the northeast, and the bombers were grounded.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a parent) refuse to allow (a child) to go out socially as a punishment




•
 
he was grounded for hitting her on the head.










3.
 
(with reference to a ship) run or go aground




•
 
the larger ships grounded on the riverbed at low tide




•
 
rather than be blown up, Muller grounded his ship on a coral reef and surrendered.










4.
 
(usu. 
be grounded in

 )
 — give (something abstract) a firm theoretical or practical basis




•
 
the study of history must be grounded in a thorough knowledge of the past.










5.
 
instruct (someone) thoroughly in a subject




•
 
they were grounded in the classics, in history, and in literature.










6.
 
place or lay (something) on the ground or hit the ground with it




•
 
he was penalized two strokes for grounding his club in a bunker.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 connect (an electrical device) with the ground.




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a batter) hit a pitched ball so that it bounces on the ground




•
 
he 
grounded to

 second.










9.
 
(
ground out

 )
 — (of a batter) be put out by hitting a ball on the ground to a fielder who throws it to or touches first base before the batter touches that base




•
 
he 
grounded out to

 shortstop.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be thick (or thin) on the ground






existing (or not existing) in large numbers or amounts




•
 
new textbooks on particle physics are thin on the ground.















2.
 
break ground





a.
 
do preparatory digging or other work prior to building or planting something.




b.
 
another term for break new ground
 below.









3.
 
break new (or fresh) ground






do something innovative that is considered an advance or positive benefit.









4.
 
cut the ground from under someone's feet






do something that leaves someone without a reason or justification for their actions or opinions.









5.
 
from the ground up








‹informal›

 completely or complete




•
 
they needed to learn the business from the ground up.















6.
 
gain ground






become more popular or accepted




•
 
new moral attitudes are gaining ground.















7.
 
gain ground on






get closer to someone or something one is pursuing or with whom one is competing




•
 
the dollar gained ground on all other major currencies.















8.
 
get off the ground (or get something off the ground)






start or cause to start happening or functioning successfully




•
 
he doesn't appreciate the steps he must take to get the negotiations off the ground.















9.
 
give (or lose) ground






retreat or lose one's advantage during a conflict or competition




•
 
he refused to give ground on this issue.















10.
 
go to ground





a.
 
(of a fox or other animal) enter its earth or burrow.




b.
 
(of a person) hide or become inaccessible, especially for a long time




•
 
he had gone to ground following the presidential coup.















11.
 
make up ground






get closer to someone ahead in a race or competition.









12.
 
on the ground






in a place where real, practical work is done




•
 
the troops on the ground are cynical.















13.
 
on one's own ground






in one's own territory or concerning one's own range of knowledge or experience




•
 
I feel reasonably relaxed if I'm interviewed on my own ground.















14.
 
prepare the ground






make it easier for something to occur or be developed




•
 
congress approved a series of measures intended to 
prepare the ground for

 the new economic structure.















15.
 
run someone/something to ground






see run
 .









16.
 
stand one's ground





a.
 
(also 
hold one's ground

 )
 — not retreat or lose one's advantage during a conflict or competition




•
 
you will be able to hold your ground and resist the enemy's attack.










b.
 
(
stand your ground

 )
 — 

(US)

 
[Law]

 denoting a law or legal principle that permits a person to use deadly force in self-defense without first trying to retreat.









17.
 
work (or run) oneself into the ground






exhaust oneself by working (or running) very hard.















– origin

 Old English 
grund

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
grond

 and German 
Grund

 .





ground2


 
/ɡround/





I.
 
past and past participle of grind
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
reduced to fine particles by crushing or mincing




•
 
ground cumin.










2.
 
shaped, roughened, or polished by grinding




•
 
the thick opaque ground perimeter of the lenses.














III.
 
phrases





ground down






exhausted or worn down.

















ground ball






noun






[Baseball]

 a ball hit along the ground.














ground bass

 
/ˈɡround ˌbās/






noun






[Music]

 a short theme, usually in the bass, that is constantly repeated as the other parts of the music vary.













ground beef






noun






(N. Amer.)

 beef that is cut up into very small pieces in a meat grinder or other machine.













ground beetle






noun




any of a number of beetles that live mainly on or near the ground, in particular a fast-running predatory beetle of the family 
Carabidae

 .













groundbreaking

 
/ˈɡroundˌbrākiNG/





I.
 
adjective




breaking new ground; innovative; pioneering.








II.
 
derivatives





groundbreaker

 
/ˈɡroundˌbrākər /






noun





















ground cherry






noun




an American plant of the nightshade family that resembles the cape gooseberry.

[Genus 
Physalis

 , family 
Solanaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. pruinosa

 , which yields edible fruit.]














ground cloth

 
/ˈɡround ˌklôTH /

 
groundcloth






noun




a waterproof cloth spread under a sleeping bag, directly on the ground or inside a tent.

Also called groundsheet
 .













ground clutter






noun




noise in a radar echo caused by untargeted built or natural landscape features.













ground control

 
/ɡround kənˈtrōl/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the ground-based personnel and equipment that monitor and direct the flight and landing of aircraft or spacecraft.








II.
 
derivatives





ground controller






noun





















ground cover

 
/ˈɡround ˈˌkəvər/






noun




low-growing, spreading plants that help to stop weeds from growing.













ground crew

 
/ˈɡround ˌkro͞o/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a team of people who maintain and service an aircraft on the ground.













ground dove

 
/ˈɡround ˌdəv/






noun




a small dove that spends much of its time on the ground, feeding and frequently nesting there.

[
Columbina

 , 
Gallicolumba

 , and related genera, family 
Columbidae

 : several species, including the 
common ground dove

 (
C. passerina

 ) of North and Central America.]













grounded

 
/ˈɡroundid/






adjective



1.
 
well balanced and sensible




•
 
the kids have money and a rock-star dad, but they seem grounded.










2.
 
(of a pilot or an aircraft) prohibited or prevented from flying




•
 
you don't taunt a grounded flier, especially after he's had a few beers.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a child being punished) not allowed to participate in social or recreational activities




•
 
the problem is, I've got more grounded friends than available friends.



















ground effect

 
/ɡround əˈfekt ēˈfekt/






noun




the effect of added aerodynamic buoyancy produced by a cushion of air below a vehicle moving close to the ground.













ground elder






noun




a common weed of the parsley family, native to Europe, with leaves that resemble those of the elder and spreading, underground stems.

[
Aegopodium podagraria

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : a variegated cultivar is sometimes grown as ground cover.]













grounder

 
/ˈɡroundər/






noun






[Baseball]

 a ground ball.













ground floor

 
/ˈˌɡroun(d) ˈˌflô(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the floor of a building at ground level.








II.
 
phrases





get in on the ground floor








‹informal›

 become part of an enterprise in its early stages.

















ground game

 
/ɡround ɡām/






noun






[Football]

 play consisting of running from scrimmage to advance the ball.













ground glass

 
/ˌɡround ˈɡlas/






noun



1.
 
glass with a smooth ground surface that renders it nontransparent while retaining its translucency.




2.
 
glass ground into an abrasive powder.













groundhog

 
/ˈɡroundˌhäɡ ˈɡroundˌhôɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for woodchuck
 .













Groundhog Day






noun



1.
 
February 2, when the groundhog is said to come out of its hole at the end of hibernation. If the animal sees its shadow—i.e., if the weather is sunny—it is said to portend six weeks more of winter weather.




2.
 
a situation in which a series of unwelcome or tedious events appear to be recurring in exactly the same way




•
 
she lived an unrelenting Groundhog Day of laundry, shopping, and rearing us kids.







[in reference to the 1993 movie 
Groundhog Day

 , in which the central character finds himself repeatedly reliving the events of a particular Groundhog Day.]













groundhopper

 
/ˈɡroundˌhäpər/






noun




a small, predominantly brown insect that resembles a grasshopper and has well-developed wings.

[Family 
Tetrigidae

 , order 
Orthoptera

 : several species.]













ground-in






adjective



1.
 
(of dirt or a stain) deeply embedded and thus difficult to remove




•
 
uniforms covered with ground-in dirt.










2.
 
(of a habit or attitude) firmly fixed or established; difficult to change




•
 
a ground-in routine, repeated grimly over and over.



















grounding

 
/ˈɡroundiNG/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
basic training or instruction in a subject




•
 
every child needs 
a

 good 
grounding in

 science and technology.




















ground ivy

 
/ɡround ˈīvē/






noun




a creeping plant of the mint family, with bluish-purple flowers. Native to Europe, it has become established in eastern North America.

Also called gill-over-the-ground
 , creeping Charlie
 . [
Glechoma hederacea

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













groundless

 
/ˈɡroun(d)ləs/





I.
 
adjective




not based on any good reason




•
 
your fears are quite groundless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
groundlessly

 
/ˈɡroun(d)ləslē /






adverb













2.
 
groundlessness

 
/ˈɡroun(d)ləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
grundlēas

 (see ground
 1
 , -less
 ).





ground level

 
/ɡround ˈlevəl/






noun



1.
 
the level of the ground


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
ground-level ozone pollution.










2.
 
the ground floor of a building.




3.
 


[Physics]

 another term for ground state
 .













groundling

 
/ˈɡroundliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spectator or reader of inferior taste, such as a member of a theater audience who traditionally stood in the pit below the stage




•
 
Dante is not for groundlings.







[with reference to Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 
III

 . ii. 11.]




2.
 
a person on the ground as opposed to one in a spacecraft or aircraft.




3.
 
a fish that lives at the bottom of lakes and streams, especially a gudgeon or loach.




4.
 
a creeping or dwarf plant.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a fish): from ground
 1
 + -ling
 ; compare with Dutch 
grondeling

 , German 
Gründling

 ‘gudgeon.’






ground loop





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent, uncontrolled horizontal rotation of an aircraft while landing, taking off, or taxiing.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unwanted electric current path in a circuit resulting in stray signals or interference, occurring, e.g., when two earthed points in the same circuit have different potentials.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aircraft) make a ground loop.













groundmass

 
/ˈɡroundˌmas/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 the compact, finer-grained material in which the crystals are embedded in a porphyritic rock.













groundnut

 
/ˈɡroun(d)ˌnət/






noun



1.
 
another term for peanut
 .




2.
 
a North American twining vine of the pea family, which bears clusters of fragrant brownish or maroon flowers and which yields a sweet edible tuber.

[Genus 
Apios

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
A. americana

 .]













groundout

 
/ˈɡrounˌdout/






noun






[Baseball]

 a play in which a batter is put out by hitting a ball on the ground to a fielder who throws it to or touches first base before the batter touches that base.













ground pine

 
/ɡround pīn/






noun



1.
 
a small, yellow-flowered Eurasian plant of the mint family that resembles a pine seedling in appearance and smell.

[
Ajuga chamaepitys

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




2.
 
a North American club moss with small, shiny leaves, resembling a miniature conifer and growing typically in coniferous woodland.

[Genus 
Lycopodium

 , family 
Lycopodiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
L. obscurum

 and 
L. tristachyum

 .]













ground plan

 
/ˈɡroun(d) ˈˌplan/






noun



1.
 
the plan of a building at ground level as imagined seen from above.




2.
 
the general outline or basis of a plan.













ground rule






noun

 — (usu. 
ground rules

 )


1.
 
a basic principle




•
 
some ground rules for assessing new machines.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 a rule pertaining to the limits of play on a particular field.













ground run






noun




the movement of an aircraft along the ground just before takeoff or just after landing.













groundsel

 
/ˈɡroun(d)səl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely distributed plant of the daisy family, with yellow rayless flowers.

[Genus 
Senecio

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the 
common groundsel

 (
S. vulgaris

 ), which is a common weed. See also giant groundsel
 .]




2.
 
variant spelling of groundsill
 .











– origin

 Old English 
gundæswelgiæ

 (later 
grundeswylige

 ), probably from 
gund

 ‘pus’ + 
swelgan

 ‘to swallow’ (with reference to its use in poultices). The later form may be by association with ground
 1
 , and refer to the plant's rapid growth.





groundshare

 
/ˈɡroundˌSHer /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sports team) share a home field with at least one other team




•
 
Plymouth Argyle rejected approaches by the Tigers to groundshare at Home Park




•
 (as 
noun

 
groundsharing

 )
 
there are commercial advantages to groundsharing.














II.
 
noun




an arrangement whereby two or more sports teams share a home field




•
 
a possible groundshare between York City FC and York City Knights RLFC has not been ruled out by either club.




















groundsheet

 
/ˈɡroun(d)ˌSHēt/






noun




another term for ground cloth
 .














groundsill

 
/ˈɡrounds(ə)l /

 
groundsel






noun




the horizontal beam or timber in a building that is secured to the foundation and is the base for the rest of the structure.














groundskeeper

 
/ˈɡroun(d)zˌkēpər /

 
groundkeeper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who maintains an athletic field, a park, or the grounds of a school or other institution.













ground sloth






noun




an extinct terrestrial edentate mammal of the Cenozoic era in America, typically of very large size.

[Order 
Xenarthra

 (or 
Edentata

 ). See megatherium
 , mylodon
 .]













groundsman

 
/ˈɡroun(d)zmən/






noun




British term for groundskeeper
 .














groundspeed

 
/ˈɡroundspēd/






noun




an aircraft's speed relative to the ground.

Compare with airspeed
 .














ground squirrel

 
/ˈɡround ˈˌskwər(ə)l/






noun




a burrowing squirrel that is typically highly social, found chiefly in North America and northern Eurasia, where it usually hibernates in winter.

Also called gopher
 1
 . [
Spermophilus

 and other genera, family 
Sciuridae

 : many species, including the sousliks and chipmunks.]













ground staff

 
/ˈɡroundˌstaf/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the people employed by an airline who work in an airport rather than on board an aircraft




•
 
senior management will join ground staff at Heathrow to help out this weekend.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 the people employed by a sports club to maintain the playing area, buildings, and equipment




•
 
the ground staff tried everything they could to get the game on.




















ground state

 
/ɡround stāt/






noun






[Physics]

 the lowest energy state of an atom or other particle.













groundstroke

 
/ˈɡroundstrōk/






noun






[Tennis]

 a stroke played after the ball has bounced, as opposed to a volley.













groundswell

 
/ˈɡroun(d)ˌswel/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a buildup of opinion or feeling in a large section of the population




•
 
an unexpected groundswell of opposition developed.










2.
 
a large or extensive swell in the sea.













ground tackle






noun




the equipment used to anchor or moor a boat or ship.













ground-to-air






adjective




directed or operating from the ground to an aircraft in flight




•
 
a ground-to-air missile.



















groundwater

 
/ˈɡroundˌwôdər/






noun




water held underground in the soil or in pores and crevices in rock.













ground wave






noun




a radio wave that reaches a receiver from a transmitter directly, without reflection from the ionosphere.













ground wire

 
grounding wire






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a wire that has an electrical connection to the earth, either directly or through another grounded conductor




•
 
check the ground wire and connection.



















groundwork

 
/ˈɡroun(d)wərk/






noun




preliminary or basic work




•
 
a manned space station is needed to 
lay the groundwork for

 a colony on the moon.




















ground zero






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the point on the earth's surface directly above or below an exploding nuclear bomb.




2.
 
(
Ground Zero

 )
 — the site of the former World Trade Center in New York City in the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.




3.
 
a site of devastation, disaster, or violent attack




•
 
the pictures from Indonesia's ground zero are beyond description.










4.
 
a starting point or base for some activity




•
 
if you're starting at ground zero in terms of knowledge, go to the library.



















group

 
/ɡro͞op/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a number of people or things that are located close together or are considered or classed together




•
 
these bodies fall into four distinct groups.










2.
 
a number of people who work together or share certain beliefs




•
 
I now belong to my local drama group.










3.
 
a commercial organization consisting of several companies under common ownership.




4.
 
a number of musicians who play popular music together.




5.
 


[Military]

 a unit of the US Air Force, consisting of two or more squadrons.




6.
 


[Military]

 a unit of the US Army, consisting of two or more battalions.




7.
 


[Art]

 two or more figures or objects forming a design.




8.
 


[Chemistry]

 a set of elements occupying a column in the periodic table and having broadly similar properties arising from their similar electronic structure.




9.
 


[Chemistry]

 a combination of atoms having a recognizable identity in a number of compounds.




10.
 


[Mathematics]

 a set of elements, together with an associative binary operation, that contains an inverse for each element and an identity element.




11.
 


[Geology]

 a stratigraphic division consisting of two or more formations.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put together or place in a group or groups




•
 
three wooden chairs were grouped around a dining table.










2.
 
put into categories; classify




•
 
we 
group

 them 
into

 species merely as a convenience.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a group or groups




•
 
many growers began to group together to form cooperatives.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
groupe

 , from Italian 
gruppo

 , of Germanic origin; related to crop
 .





group dynamics






plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 the processes involved when people in a group interact with each other, or the study of these.













grouper

 
/ˈɡro͞opər/





I.
 
noun




a large or very large heavy-bodied fish of the sea bass family, with a big head and wide mouth, found in warm seas.

[Family 
Serranidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Epinephelus

 and 
Mycteroperca

 . The 
Nassau grouper

 (
E. striatus

 ) is the most economically important fish of the Bahamas.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
garoupa

 , probably from a local term in South America.





group home






noun




a home where a small number of unrelated people in need of care, support, or supervision can live together, such as those who are elderly or mentally ill.













group hug






noun




an instance of three or more people embracing one another simultaneously, typically to provide support or express solidarity




•
 
no alternative therapy workshop would be complete without group hugs.



















groupie

 
/ˈɡro͞opē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person, especially a young woman, who regularly follows a pop music group or other celebrity in the hope of meeting or getting to know them.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 an enthusiastic or uncritical follower




•
 
the contemporary art groupie.



















grouping

 
/ˈɡro͞opiNG/






noun



1.
 
a set of people acting together with a common interest or purpose, especially within a larger organization




•
 
a grouping of Protestant churches.










2.
 
the arrangement or formation of people or things in a group or groups




•
 
an alternative form of ability grouping.



















Group of Eight

 
G8






the eight leading industrial nations (US, Japan, Germany, France, UK, Italy, Canada, and Russia), whose heads of government meet regularly.









Group of Seven





I.
 
(abbr.: 
G7

 )
 — a group of seven leading industrial nations outside the former communist bloc, consisting of the US, Japan, Germany (originally West Germany), France, the UK, Italy, and Canada.




II.
 
a group of Canadian landscape painters, officially established in 1920, who formed the first major national movement in Canadian art. Their work exhibited a bold and colorful expressionistic style.









Group of Seventy-Seven

 
G77






a grouping of the developing countries of the world established after the first United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 1964 (originally consisting of 77 members but now with 130 member countries).









Group of Twenty

 
G20






a group of finance ministers and central bank governors from 19 countries and the European Union who meet to discuss global economic issues.









group practice

 
/ˈˌɡro͞op ˈˌpraktəs/






noun




a medical practice run by several doctors.













group therapy

 
/ˈˌɡro͞op ˈˌTHerəpē/






noun




a form of psychotherapy in which a group of patients meet to describe and discuss their problems together under the supervision of a therapist.













groupthink

 
/ˈɡro͞opˌTHiNGk/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the practice of thinking or making decisions as a group in a way that discourages creativity or individual responsibility




•
 
there's always a danger of groupthink when two leaders are so alike.

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: on the pattern of 
doublethink

 .





groupuscule

 
/ɡro͞oˈpəsˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a political or religious splinter group.











– origin

 1960s: from French, diminutive of 
groupe

 ‘group.’





group velocity






noun






[Physics]

 the speed at which the energy of a wave travels.













groupware

 
/ˈɡro͞opˌwer/






noun






[Computing]

 software designed to facilitate collective working by a number of different users.













group work

 
/ˈˌɡro͞op ˈˌwərk/






noun






(Brit.)

 work done by a group in collaboration.













grouse1


 
/ɡrous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medium to large game bird with a plump body and feathered legs, the male being larger and more conspicuously colored than the female.

[Family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ): several genera, esp. 
Lagopus

 and 
Tetrao

 . The family also includes ptarmigans, capercaillies, and prairie chickens.]




2.
 
the flesh of the grouse as food.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps related to medieval Latin 
gruta

 or to Old French 
grue

 ‘crane.’





grouse2


 
/ɡrous/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complain pettily; grumble




•
 
she heard him grousing about his assistant.














II.
 
noun




a grumble or complaint




•
 
our biggest grouse was about the noise of the construction work.














III.
 
derivatives





grouser

 
/ˈɡrousər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with grouch
 .





grout1


 
/ɡrout/





I.
 
noun




a mortar or paste for filling crevices, especially the gaps between wall or floor tiles.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill in with grout




•
 
the gaps are grouted afterward.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
grout

 ‘sediment,’ (plural) ‘dregs,’ or related to French dialect 
grouter

 ‘grout a wall.’





grout2


 
/ɡrout/





I.
 
noun

 — (
grouts

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 sediment; dregs; grounds




•
 
old women told fortunes in grouts of tea.

















– origin

 Old English 
grūt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gruit

 ‘dregs,’ German 
Grauss

 ‘grain, weak beer,’ also to grits
 and groats
 . The original meaning was ‘coarse meal, groats,’ also denoting the infusion of malt that was fermented to make beer, hence, in Middle English, ‘sediment.’





grouter

 
/ˈɡroudər/






noun




a tool used for grouting tiles.













grouting

 
/ˈɡroudiNG/






noun




grout, especially when hardened.














grove

 
/ɡrōv/





I.
 
noun




a small wood, orchard, or group of trees




•
 
an olive grove




•
 [in 
place names

 ]
 
Ocean Grove.














II.
 
derivatives





grovy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
grāf

 , of Germanic origin.





Grove, Lefty






(1900–1975) US baseball player; full name 
Robert Moses Grove

 . He pitched for the Philadelphia Athletics 1925–34 and the Boston Red Sox 1935–41. He led the American League in strikeouts 7 times and had a career record of 300 wins. Baseball Hall of Fame (1947).









Grove, Sir George

 
/ɡrōv/






(1820–1900), English musicologist. He was the founder and first editor of the multivolume 
Dictionary of Music and Musicians

 (1879–89), which is now named for him in its later editions, and served as the first director of the Royal College of Music 1883–94.









grovel

 
/ˈɡrävəl ˈɡrəvəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lie or move abjectly on the ground with one's face downward




•
 
she was groveling on the floor in fear.










2.
 
act in an obsequious manner in order to obtain someone's forgiveness or favor




•
 
everyone expected me to grovel with gratitude




•
 (as 
adj.

 
groveling

 )
 
his groveling references to “great” historians and their “brilliant” works.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
groveler






noun













2.
 
grovelingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: back-formation from the obsolete adverb 
grovelling

 , from obsolete 
groof

 , 
grufe

 ‘the face or front’ (in the phrase 
on grufe

 , from Old Norse 
á grúfu

 ‘face downward’) + the suffix 
-ling

 .





groves of Academe





I.
 
plural noun




the academic world.











– origin

 translating Horace's 
silvas Academi

 .






grow

 
/ɡrō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a living thing) undergo natural development by increasing in size and changing physically; progress to maturity




•
 
he would watch Nick grow to manhood




•
 (as 
adj.

 
growing

 )
 
the linguistic skills acquired by the growing child




•
 (as 
adj.

 
grown

 )
 
the stupidity of grown men hitting a ball with a stick.










2.
 
(of a plant) germinate and develop




•
 
seaweed grows in the ocean.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce by cultivation




•
 
more and more land was needed to grow crops for export.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow or cause (a part of the body) to grow or develop


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she grew her hair long.










5.
 
(of something abstract) come into existence and develop




•
 
the Vietnamese diaspora 
grew out of

 their national tragedy.










6.
 
become larger or greater over a period of time; increase




•
 
turnover grew to more than $100,000 within three years




•
 (as 
adj.

 
growing

 )
 
a growing number of people are coming to realize this.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something, especially a business) to expand or increase.




8.
 
[with 
complement

 ]
 — become gradually or increasingly




•
 
sharing our experiences, we grew braver.










9.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — (of a person) come to feel or know something over time




•
 
she grew to like the friendly, quiet people at the farm.














II.
 
phrases





grow on trees






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be plentiful or easily obtained




•
 
money doesn't grow on trees.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
grow apart






(of two or more people) become gradually estranged.









2.
 
grow into





a.
 
become as a result of natural development or gradual increase




•
 
Swampscott grew into a fishing village of about three hundred people by the 1850s.










b.
 
become large enough to wear (a garment) comfortably.









3.
 
grow on






become gradually more appealing to (someone)




•
 
a house has to grow on you.















4.
 
grow out






disappear because of normal growth




•
 
Colette's old perm had almost grown out.















5.
 
grow out of





a.
 
become too large to wear (a garment)




•
 
blazers that they grew out of.










b.
 
become too mature to retain (a childish habit)




•
 
most children grow out of tantrums by the time they're three.















6.
 
grow up





a.
 
advance to maturity; spend one's childhood and adolescence




•
 
I grew up in a small town in Michigan.










b.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — begin to behave or think sensibly and realistically




•
 
grow up, sister, and come into the real world.










c.
 
arise; develop




•
 
a school of painting grew up in Cuzco.


















IV.
 
derivatives





growable

 
/ˈɡrōəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
grōwan

 (originally referring chiefly to plants), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
groeien

 , also to grass
 and green
 . / 
usage:

 Although 
grow

 is typically intransitive, as in 
he grew two inches taller over the summer

 , its use as a transitive verb has long been standard in such phrases as 
grow crops

 and 
grow a beard

 . Recently, however, 
grow

 has extended its transitive sense and has become popular in business, economics, and government contexts: 
growing the industry, growing your business, growing your investment

 , and so on.





grower

 
/ˈɡrō(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person who grows a particular type of crop




•
 
a fruit grower.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a plant that grows in a specified way




•
 
a fast grower.



















growing pains

 
/ˈɡrōiNG ˌpānz/






plural noun



1.
 
neuralgic pains that occur in the limbs of some young children.




2.
 
the difficulties experienced in the early stages of an enterprise




•
 
the growing pains of a young republic.



















growing point






noun



1.
 
the point at which growth originates.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the meristem region at the apex of a plant shoot at which continuous cell division and differentiation occur.













growing season

 
/ˈɡrōiNG ˈsēzən/






noun




the part of the year during which rainfall and temperature allow plants to grow




•
 
a short growing season.



















growl

 
/ɡroul/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal, especially a dog) make a low guttural sound of hostility in the throat




•
 
the dogs yapped and growled about his heels.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — (of a person) say something in a low grating voice, typically in a threatening manner




•
 
“Keep out of this,” he growled.










3.
 
(of a thing) make a low or harsh rumbling sound, typically one that is felt to be threatening




•
 
thunder growls without warning from a summer sky.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a low guttural sound made in the throat, especially by a dog.




2.
 
a low guttural sound made by a person, especially to express hostility or anger.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a low throaty sound made by a machine or engine




•
 
the growl of diesel engines.














III.
 
derivatives





growlingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably imitative.





growler

 
/ˈɡroulər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that growls.




2.
 
a small iceberg that rises little above the water.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a pail or other container used for carrying drink, especially draft beer.




4.
 
an electromagnet with two poles designed to test for short circuits in the windings of an armature.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a four-wheeled hansom cab.













grown

 
/ɡrōn/






past participle of grow
 .









grown-ass






adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 grown-up; adult




•
 
he's a grown-ass man, not a 5-year-old.



















grown-up





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌɡrōnˈəp /



1.
 
adult




•
 
Joe is married with two grown-up daughters.










2.
 
suitable for or characteristic of an adult




•
 
it seems a grown-up thing to do.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈɡrōnəp /



1.
 
an adult (especially a child's word)




•
 
I don't like it when grown-ups get all serious.



















grow-op





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Canadian)

 an enterprise or facility engaged in growing and selling marijuana




•
 
police seized more than $2 million in marijuana after an outdoor grow-op was discovered.

















– origin

 1990s: short for grow operation
 .






grow operation






noun






(chiefly Canadian)

 an enterprise or facility engaged in growing and selling marijuana




•
 
the sheriff's marijuana eradication team came upon a grow operation near Mount Isabel.



















growth

 
/ɡrōTH/






noun



1.
 
the process of increasing in physical size




•
 
the upward growth of plants




•
 
the growth of the city affects the local climate.










2.
 
the process of developing or maturing physically, mentally, or spiritually




•
 
keeping a journal can be a vital step in our personal growth.










3.
 
the increase in number and spread of small or microscopic organisms




•
 
some additives slow down the growth of microorganisms.










4.
 
the process of increasing in amount, value, or importance




•
 
the rates of population growth are lowest in the north.










5.
 
increase in economic value or activity




•
 
the government aims to get growth back into the economy.










6.
 
something that has grown or is growing




•
 
a day's growth of unshaven stubble on his chin.










7.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 a tumor or other abnormal formation.




8.
 
a vineyard or crop of grapes of a specified classification of quality, or a wine from it.













growth company






noun




a company that is growing rapidly in comparison to other companies in its field or the economy as a whole.













growth factor

 
/ɡrōTH ˈfaktər ˈfaktôr/






noun






[Biology]

 a substance, such as a vitamin or hormone, that is required for the stimulation of growth in living cells.













growth fund






noun




a mutual fund that invests primarily in stocks that are expected to increase in capital value rather than yield high income.













growth hormone

 
/ɡrōTH ˈhôrˌmōn/






noun




a hormone that stimulates growth in animal or plant cells, especially (in animals) a hormone secreted by the pituitary gland.













growth industry

 
/ˈɡrōTH ˌindəstrē/






noun




an industry that is developing particularly rapidly.













growth ring

 
/ˈɡrōTH ˌriNG/






noun




a concentric layer of wood, shell, or bone developed during an annual or other regular period of growth.














growth stock






noun




a company stock that tends to increase in capital value rather than yield high income.













grozing iron

 
/ˈɡrōziNG ˌī(ə)rn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a pair of pliers for clipping the edges of pieces of glass.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 
‹historical›

 a tool for smoothing soldered joints in lead pipes.











– origin

 Middle English: 
grozing

 from Middle Dutch, from the stem of 
gruizen

 ‘crush, trim glass,’ from 
gruis

 ‘fragments.’





Grozny

 
/ˈɡrôznē, ˈɡräznē/






a city in southwestern Russia, near the border with Georgia, capital of Chechnya; pop. 226,100 (est. 2008).









GRP






abbreviation




glass-reinforced plastic.













grrr

 
/ɡər /

 
grr





I.
 
exclamation




used to express anger or annoyance




•
 
he didn't think to let me order first or ask what kind of wine I preferred. Grrr!




•
 
grr, life is not fair.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative of the sound of an animal growling.





grt






abbreviation




gross registered tonnage, a measure of a ship's size found by dividing the volume of the space enclosed by its hull (measured in cubic feet) by one hundred.














grub

 
/ɡrəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the larva of an insect, especially a beetle.




2.
 
a maggot or small caterpillar.




3.
 


‹informal›

 food




•
 
a popular bar serving excellent grub.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dig or poke superficially at the earth; dig shallowly in soil




•
 
the damage done to pastures by badgers 
grubbing for

 worms.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (something) from the earth by digging it up




•
 
all the vines are 
grubbed up

 and the land left fallow for a few years.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clear (the ground) of roots and stumps


(as 
noun

 
grubbing

 )


•
 
construction operations including clearing and grubbing.










4.
 
search for something in a clumsy and unmethodical manner; rummage




•
 
I began grubbing about in the wastepaper basket to find the envelope.










5.
 
do demeaning or humiliating work in order to achieve something




•
 
she has achieved material independence without having to 
grub for

 it.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — achieve or acquire (something) by doing demeaning work




•
 
they were grubbing a living from garbage pails.














III.
 
derivatives





grubber

 
/ˈɡrəbər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps related to Dutch 
grobbelen

 , also to grave
 1
 .






grubby

 
/ˈɡrəbē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dirty; grimy




•
 
the grubby face of a young boy.










2.
 
disreputable; sordid




•
 
grubby little moneylenders.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grubbily

 
/-bəlē /






adverb













2.
 
grubbiness

 
/ˈɡrəbēnəs /






noun





















grubstake

 
/ˈɡrəbstāk /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




an amount of material, provisions, or money supplied to an enterprise (originally a prospector for ore) in return for a share in the resulting profits.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with a grubstake.













Grub Street

 
/ˈɡrəb ˌstrēt/





I.
 
noun




used in reference to a world or class of impoverished journalists and writers.











– origin

 the name of a street (later Milton Street) in Moorgate, London, England, inhabited by such authors in the 17th cent.






grudge

 
/ɡrəj/





I.
 
noun




a persistent feeling of ill will or resentment resulting from a past insult or injury




•
 
she 
held a grudge against

 her former boss.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be resentfully unwilling to give, grant, or allow (something)




•
 
he grudged the work and time that the meeting involved.










2.
 
[with 
two objs.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — feel resentful that (someone) has achieved (something)




•
 
I don't grudge him his moment of triumph.














III.
 
phrases





bear someone a grudge (also bear a grudge)






maintain a feeling of ill will or resentment toward someone




•
 
I hope you will not bear me a grudge




•
 
perhaps Maria 
bears a grudge against

 him for that very reason.


















IV.
 
derivatives





grudger






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of obsolete 
grutch

 ‘complain, murmur, grumble,’ from Old French 
grouchier

 , of unknown origin. Compare with grouch
 .





grudge match






noun




a contest or other competitive situation based on personal antipathy between the participants.













grudging

 
/ˈɡrəjiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
given, granted, or allowed only reluctantly or resentfully




•
 
a grudging apology.










2.
 
(of a person) reluctant or resentfully unwilling to give, grant, or allow something




•
 
Oliver was grudging about accepting Wickham's innocence.














II.
 
derivatives





grudgingness






noun





















grudgingly

 
/ˈɡrəjiNGlē/






adverb




in a reluctant or resentful manner




•
 
I grudgingly accepted his apology.



















gruel

 
/ˈɡro͞o(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a thin liquid food of oatmeal or other meal boiled in milk or water.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, of Germanic origin.





grueling

 
/ˈɡro͞oəliNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 gruelling





I.
 
adjective




extremely tiring and demanding




•
 
a grueling schedule.














II.
 
derivatives





gruelingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the verb 
gruel

 ‘exhaust, punish,’ from an old phrase 
get one's gruel

 ‘receive one's punishment.’





gruesome

 
/ˈɡro͞osəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing repulsion or horror; grisly




•
 
a most gruesome murder.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely unpleasant




•
 
gruesome working hours.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gruesomely

 
/ˈɡro͞osəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
gruesomeness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Scots 
grue

 ‘to feel horror, shudder’ (of Scandinavian origin) + -some
 1
 . Rare before the late 18th cent., the word was popularized by Sir Walter Scott.





gruff

 
/ɡrəf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
abrupt or taciturn in manner




•
 
penetrate a gruff exterior and you will find him affable.










2.
 
(of a voice) rough and low in pitch




•
 
she spoke with a gruff, masculine voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gruffly

 
/ˈɡrəflē /






adverb













2.
 
gruffness

 
/ˈɡrəfnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘coarse-grained’): from Flemish and Dutch 
grof

 ‘coarse, rude,’ of West Germanic origin.





grumble

 
/ˈɡrəmbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
complain or protest about something in a bad-tempered but typically muted way


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
his father was grumbling that he hadn't heard a word from him




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he grumbled something about the decision being unnecessary.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a low rumbling sound




•
 
thunder was grumbling somewhere in the distance.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an internal organ) give intermittent discomfort




•
 
your stomach is grumbling.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a complaint




•
 
the main grumble is that he spends too much time away.










2.
 
a low rumbling sound.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grumbler

 
/ˈɡrəmb(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
grumblingly

 
/-bliNGlē /






adverb













3.
 
grumbly

 
/-blē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
grumme

 (probably of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
grommen

 ) + -le
 4
 .





grump

 
/ɡrəmp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grumpy person.




2.
 
a fit of sulking




•
 
he walks off in a grump to the other end of the meadow.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in a sulky, grumbling manner




•
 
he grumped at me when I moved the papers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grumpish

 
/ˈɡrəmpiSH /






adjective













2.
 
grumpishly






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: imitating inarticulate sounds expressing displeasure.





grumpy

 
/ˈɡrəmpē/





I.
 
adjective




bad-tempered and sulky.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
grumpily

 
/ˈɡrəmpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
grumpiness

 
/ˈɡrəmpēnəs /






noun





















Grünewald, Mathias

 
/ˈɡro͞onˌväld/






(
c.

 1460–1528), German painter; born 
Mathis Nithardt

 ; also called 
Mathis Gothardt

 . His most noted work is the nine-panel 
Isenheim Altar

 (completed 1516).









grunge

 
/ɡrənj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
grime; dirt.




2.
 
(also 
grunge rock

 )
 — a style of rock music characterized by a raucous guitar sound and lazy vocal delivery.




3.
 
the fashion associated with grunge rock, including loose, layered clothing and ripped jeans.











– origin

 1960s (as a general term of disparagement): back-formation from 
grungy

 , perhaps suggested by grubby
 and dingy
 .





grungy

 
/ˈɡrənjē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 grimy; dirty




•
 
a dark and grungy basement.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a form of rock music characterized by a raucous guitar sound and lazy vocal delivery




•
 
grungy guitars and vocals.










3.
 
relating to the fashion associated with grunge rock, including loose, layered clothing and ripped jeans




•
 
the downbeat, grungy look of the early 1990s.














II.
 
derivatives





grunginess

 
/ˈgrənjēnəs /






noun





















grunion

 
/ˈɡrənyən/





I.
 
noun




a small, slender Californian fish that swarms onto beaches at night to spawn. The eggs are buried in the sand, and the young fish are swept out to sea on the following spring tide.

[
Leuresthes tenuis

 , family 
Atherinidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from Spanish 
gruñón

 ‘grunter.’






grunt

 
/ɡrənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal, especially a pig) make a low, short guttural sound.




2.
 
(of a person) make a low inarticulate sound, typically to express effort or indicate assent




•
 
Graham grunted and heaved as he helped the masons fit a huge slab of stone into place




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
‘What is it?’ he grunted irritably.




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he grunted his approval and then walked back.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a low, short guttural sound made by an animal or a person.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a low-ranking or unskilled soldier or other worker




•
 
he went from grunt to senior executive vice president in less than five years




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
grunt work.







[alteration of 
ground

 , from 
ground man

 (with reference to unskilled railroad work before progressing to lineman).]




3.
 


(US)

 a dessert made of fruit topped with dough




•
 
blueberry grunt.










4.
 
an edible shoaling fish of tropical inshore waters and coral reefs, able to make a loud noise by grinding its teeth and amplifying the sound in the swim bladder.

[Family 
Pomadasyidae

 : numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 Old English 
grunnettan

 , of Germanic origin and related to German 
grunzen

 ; probably originally imitative.





grunter

 
/ˈɡrən(t)ər/






noun




a fish that makes a grunting noise, especially when caught, in particular

[● a mainly marine fish of warm waters (family 
Theraponidae

 : several genera). ● another term for grunt
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).]













gruntled

 
/ˈɡrən(t)ld/





I.
 
adjective






‹humorous›

 pleased, satisfied, and contented.











– origin

 1930s: back-formation from disgruntled
 .





Grus

 
/ɡrəs, ɡro͞os /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small southern constellation (the Crane), south of Piscis Austrinus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Gruis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Gruis.













– origin

 Latin.





Gruyère

 
/ɡro͞oˈyer/





I.
 
noun




a firm, tangy cheese.











– origin

 named after 
Gruyère

 , a district in Switzerland, where it was first made.





gr. wt.






abbreviation




gross weight.













grysbok

 
/ˈɡrāsˌbäk ˈɡrīsˌbäk/





I.
 
noun




a small mainly nocturnal antelope with small vertical horns and a slightly arched back, found in southwestern Africa.

[Genus 
Raphicerus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Dutch 
grijs

 ‘gray’ + 
bok

 ‘buck.’





GSA






abbreviation



1.
 
General Services Administration.




2.
 
Girl Scouts of America.













GSC






abbreviation




General Staff Corps.













gsm






abbreviation




grams per square meter, a measure of weight for paper




•
 
100 gsm paper.



















GSM






abbreviation




Global System (or Standard) for Mobile, a standardized international system for digital mobile telecommunication.













GSO






abbreviation




general staff officer.













GSOH






abbreviation




good sense of humor (used in personal advertisements).













G-spot





I.
 
noun




a sensitive area of the anterior wall of the vagina believed by some to be highly erogenous and capable of ejaculation.











– origin

 1944: 
G

 from 
Gräfenberg

 , because first described by Gräfenberg and Dickinson in the 
Western Journal of Surgery

 .





GSR






abbreviation




galvanic skin response.













GST






abbreviation




generation-skipping tax.













Gstaad

 
/ɡəˈSHtät/






a winter-sports resort in western Switzerland.









G-string

 
/ˈjē ˌstriNG /

 
gee-string






noun




a garment consisting of a narrow strip of cloth that covers the genitals and is attached to a waistband, worn as underwear or by striptease performers.













G-suit

 
/ˈjēˌso͞ot /

 
anti-G suit





I.
 
noun




a garment with pressurized pouches that are inflatable with air or fluid, worn by fighter pilots and astronauts to enable them to withstand high forces of acceleration.











– origin

 1940s: from 
g

 (symbol of 
gravity

 ) + suit
 .






GT





I.
 
adjective




denoting a high-performance car




•
 
GT cars.














II.
 
noun




a high-performance car.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of Italian gran turismo
 .





gt.






abbreviation



1.
 
gilt.




2.
 
great.













g.t.c.






abbreviation



1.
 
good till canceled.




2.
 
good till countermanded.













gtd.






abbreviation




guaranteed.













GTi





I.
 
adjective




denoting a high-performance car with a fuel-injected engine




•
 
a Peugeot 205 GTi.














II.
 
noun




a high-performance car with a fuel-injected engine.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from GT
 + 
i

 for 
injection

 .





GTP






abbreviation




guanosine triphosphate.













GTS






abbreviation






[Nautical]

 gas turbine ship.













GU






abbreviation



1.
 
genitourinary.




2.
 
Guam.













guac

 
/ɡwäk/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 guacamole




•
 
we got chips, salsa, and guac.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.





guacamole

 
/ˌɡwäkəˈmōlē/





I.
 
noun




a dish of mashed avocado mixed with chopped onion, tomatoes, chili peppers, and seasoning.











– origin

 Latin American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
ahuacamolli

 , from 
ahuacatl

 ‘avocado’ + 
molli

 ‘sauce.’






guacharo

 
/ˈɡwäCHəˌrō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large, nocturnal, fruit-eating bird that resembles a nightjar and lives in caves in Central and South America.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
guáchero

 , of South American origin.





Guadalajara

 
/ˌɡwädələˈhärə/






a city in western central Mexico, capital of the state of Jalisco; pop. 1,600,940 (2005).









Guadalcanal

 
/ˌɡwäd(ə)lkəˈnal/






an island in the western Pacific Ocean, the largest of the Solomon Islands; pop. 73,000 (est. 2007). During World War II, it was the scene of the first major US offensive against the Japanese in August 1942.









Guadalquivir

 
/ˌɡwäd(ə)lˈkwivər ˌɡwäd(ə)lkēˈvir/






a river in southern Spain, in Andalusia. It flows for 410 miles (657 km) through Cordoba and Seville to reach the Atlantic Ocean northwest of Cadiz.









Guadalupe Mountains

 
/ˈɡwädlˌo͞op, -ˈo͞opē/






a range in western Texas and southern New Mexico. Guadalupe Peak at 8,749 feet (2,668 m) is the highest point in Texas. The Carlsbad Caverns are in the New Mexico section.









Guadeloupe

 
/ˌɡwädəˈlo͞op/





I.
 
a group of islands in the Lesser Antilles that form an overseas department of France; pop. 445,000 (est. 2009); capital, Basse-Terre.




II.
 
derivatives





Guadeloupian

 
/-ēən /






adjective, noun





















Guadiana

 
/ˌɡwädˈyänə/






a river in Spain and Portugal. Rising in a plateau region southeast of Madrid, it flows southwest for about 350 miles (580 km) before entering the Atlantic Ocean at the Gulf of Cadiz. For the last part of its course, it forms the border between Spain and Portugal.










guaiac

 
/ˈɡwīak/






noun




brown resin obtained from guaiacum trees, used as a flavoring and in varnishes. It was formerly used medicinally and as a test for traces of blood.













guaiacol

 
/ˌɡwīəˈkôl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an oily yellow liquid with a penetrating odor, obtained by distilling wood tar or guaiac, used as a flavoring and an expectorant.

[Alternative name: 
o

 -methoxyphenol; chem. formula: HOC6
 H4
 OCH3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from guaiacum
 + -ol
 .






guaiacum

 
/ˈɡwīəkəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen tree of the Caribbean and tropical America, formerly important for its hard, heavy, oily timber but now scarce.

Also called lignum vitae
 . [
Guaiacum officinale

 and 
G. sanctum

 , family 
Zygophyllaceae

 .]




2.
 
another term for guaiac
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, via Spanish from Taino 
guayacan

 .





guaifenesin

 
/ˌɡwīˈfenəsin/






noun




an expectorant used in cough syrups and sometimes for pain relief from fibromyalgia.













Guam

 
/ɡwäm/





I.
 
the largest and most southern of the Mariana Islands, administered as an unincorporated territory of the US; pop. 178,400 (est. 2009); capital, Agaña. Guam was ceded to the US by Spain in 1898. It was the site of fighting between the Japanese and the US during World War II.




II.
 
derivatives





Guamanian

 
/ɡwäˈmānēən /






adjective, noun





















guan

 
/ɡwän/





I.
 
noun




a large, pheasantlike, tree-dwelling bird of tropical American rain forests.

[Family 
Cracidae

 (the 
guan family

 ): several genera, esp. 
Penelope

 . The guan family also includes curassows and chachalacas.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via American Spanish from Miskito 
kwamu

 .





guanaco

 
/ɡwəˈnäkō/





I.
 
noun




a wild Andean mammal similar to the domestic llama, which is probably derived from it. It has a valuable pale brown pelt.

[
Lama guanicoe

 , family 
Camelidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Spanish from Quechua 
huanacu

 .





Guanajuato

 
/ˌɡwänəˈ(h)wädō/





I.
 
a state in central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital city of the state of Guanajuato; pop. 70,798 (2005).









Guanche

 
/ˈɡwän(t)SHā/





I.
 
noun




a member of an aboriginal people speaking a Berber language who formerly inhabited the Canary Islands, and were absorbed after the Spanish conquest in the 15th century.











– origin

 Spanish.





guanciale

 
/ɡwänˈCHälā/





I.
 
noun




a type of Italian cured pork made from the cheeks of a pig




•
 
tagliatelle tossed with guanciale, red onion, olives, and pickled peppers.

















– origin

 Italian, from 
guancia

 ‘cheek.’






Guangdong

 
/ɡwäNGˈdo͝oNG /

 
Kwangtung






a province in southern China, on the South China Sea; capital, Guangzhou (Canton).










Guangxi Zhuang

 
/ˈɡwäNGˈSHē ˈjwäNG /

 
Kwangsi Chuang






an autonomous region in southern China, on the Gulf of Tonkin; capital, Nanning.










Guangzhou

 
/ˈɡwäNGˈjō /

 
Kwangchow






a city in southern China, the capital of Guangdong province; pop. 6,172,800 (est. 2006). It is the leading industrial and commercial center of southern China.

Also called Canton
 1
 .









guanidine

 
/ˈɡwänəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a strongly basic crystalline compound, used in organic synthesis.

[An imide derived from urea; chem. formula: HNC(NH2
 )2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from guano
 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .






guanine

 
/ˈɡwänēn ˈɡwänən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that occurs in guano and fish scales, and is one of the four constituent bases of nucleic acids. A purine derivative, it is paired with cytosine in double-stranded DNA.

[Alternative name: 
6-oxy-2-aminopurine

 ; chem. formula: C5
 H5
 N5
 O.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from guano
 + -ine
 4
 .






guano

 
/ˈɡwänō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the excrement of seabirds and bats, used as fertilizer.




2.
 
an artificial fertilizer resembling natural guano, especially one made from fish.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, or from Latin American Spanish 
huano

 , from Quechua 
huanu

 ‘dung.’





guanosine

 
/ˈɡwänəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of guanine combined with ribose, a nucleoside unit in RNA.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from guanine
 , with the insertion of -ose
 2
 .





guanosine triphosphate

 
/ˌɡwänəsēn trīˈfäsfāt /

 
GTP






noun




a nucleotide composed of guanine, ribose, and three phosphate groups, which participates in various metabolic reactions, including protein synthesis.













Guantánamo Bay

 
/ɡwänˌtänəmō ˈbā/






a bay on the southeastern coast of Cuba. It is the site of a US naval base established in 1903, where suspected members of al-Qaeda and the Taliban were held from 2002.









guanxi

 
/ɡwanˈCHē/





I.
 
noun




(in China) the system of social networks and influential relationships that facilitate business and other dealings.











– origin

 Mandarin, literally ‘connection.’





Guan Yin

 
/ˌɡwän ˈyin/






(in Chinese Buddhism) the goddess of compassion.









Guaporé

 
/ˌɡwäpəˈrā/






a river that flows northwest for 1,090 miles (1,745 km) from southwestern Brazil, forming much of the Brazil-Bolivia border, to the Mamoré River.










guar

 
/ɡwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drought-resistant plant of the pea family, which is grown as a vegetable and fodder crop and as a source of guar gum, native to dry regions of Africa and Asia.

Also called cluster bean
 . [
Cyamopsis tetragonoloba

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
guar gum

 or 
guar flour

 )
 — a fine powder obtained by grinding guar seeds, which has numerous commercial applications, especially in the food industry, where it is used as a thickener and a binder.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hindi 
guār

 .





guar.






abbreviation




guaranteed.













guarana

 
/ɡwəˈränə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance prepared from the seeds of a Brazilian shrub, used as a tonic or stimulant.




2.
 
the shrub (
Paullinia cupana

 ) of the soapberry family that yields guarana.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Tupi.





Guarani

 
/ˌɡwärəˈnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of Paraguay and adjacent regions.




2.
 
the language of the Guarani, one of the main divisions of the Tupi-Guarani language family and a national language of Paraguay.




3.
 
(
guarani

 )
 — the basic monetary unit of Paraguay, equal to 100 centimos.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Guarani or their language.











– origin

 Spanish.






guarantee

 
/ˌɡerənˈtē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal promise or assurance (typically in writing) that certain conditions will be fulfilled, especially that a product will be repaired or replaced if not of a specified quality and durability




•
 
we offer a 10-year 
guarantee against

 rusting.










2.
 
something that gives a certainty of outcome




•
 
past performance is no 
guarantee of

 future results.










3.
 
(also 
guaranty

 )
 — 

[Law]

 a formal pledge to pay another person's debt or to perform another person's obligation in the case of default.




4.
 
a thing serving as security for a formal pledge to pay another person's debt.




5.
 
less common term for guarantor
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide a formal assurance or promise, especially that certain conditions shall be fulfilled relating to a product, service, or transaction


[with 
clause

 or 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the con artist guarantees that the dirt pile will yield at least 20 ounces of gold.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide a formal assurance regarding (something, especially a product)




•
 
the repairs will be guaranteed for three years




•
 (as 
adj.

 
guaranteed

 )
 
the guaranteed bonus is not very high.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide financial security for; underwrite




•
 
a demand that $100,000 be deposited to guarantee their costs.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — promise with certainty




•
 
no one can guarantee a profit on stocks.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘guarantor’): perhaps from Spanish 
garante

 , corresponding to French 
garant

 (see warrant
 ), later influenced by French 
garantie

 ‘guaranty.’





guarantee fund






noun




a sum of money pledged as a contingent indemnity for loss.














guarantor

 
/ˌɡerənˈtôr/






noun



1.
 
a person, organization, or thing that guarantees something




•
 
the role of the police as guarantors of public order.










2.
 


[Law]

 a person or organization who provides a guaranty.














guaranty

 
/ˈɡerənˌtē/






noun




variant of guarantee
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).














guard

 
/ɡärd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
watch over in order to protect or control




•
 
they were sent to 
guard

 villagers 
from

 attack by bandits




•
 
the gates were guarded by uniformed soldiers.










2.
 
watch over (someone) to prevent them escaping




•
 
his task was to help guard Japanese soldiers.










3.
 
watch over (someone) to prevent them from escaping




•
 
police officers were guarding inmates who could not be accommodated in prison.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
guard against

 )
 — take precautions against




•
 
farmers must guard against sudden changes in the market.










5.
 
protect against damage or harm




•
 
the company fiercely guarded its independence.










6.
 


[Basketball]

 stay close to (an opponent) in order to prevent a good shot, pass, or drive.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who keeps watch, especially a soldier or other person formally assigned to protect a person or to control access to a place




•
 
a security guard




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he distracted the soldier on guard duty.










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a body of soldiers serving to protect a place or person




•
 
the hound belonged to a member of the castle's guard.










3.
 
(
Guards

 )
 — the household troops of the British army.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a prison warder.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 an official who rides on and is in general charge of a train.




6.
 


[Football]

 each of two offensive players positioned either side of the center.




7.
 


[Basketball]

 each of two backcourt players chiefly responsible for running the team's offense.




8.
 
a device worn or fitted to prevent injury or damage




•
 
a retractable blade guard.










9.
 
a chain attached to a watch or bracelet to prevent loss.




10.
 
a defensive posture adopted in a boxing, fencing, or martial arts contest or in a fight




•
 
this kick can curl around an otherwise effective guard.










11.
 
a state of caution, vigilance, or preparedness against adverse circumstances




•
 
he let his guard slip enough to make some unwise comments.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep (or stand) guard






act as a guard.









2.
 
lower (or let down) one's guard





a.
 
relax one's defensive posture, leaving oneself vulnerable to attack




•
 
if you lower your guard or take a step backward, I will throw in the towel.










b.
 
reduce one's level of vigilance or caution




•
 
she was not ready to let down her guard and confide in him.















3.
 
off guard






unprepared for some surprise or difficulty




•
 
the government was caught off guard by the unexpected announcement.















4.
 
on guard





a.
 
on duty to protect or defend something.




b.
 
(also 
on one's guard

 )
 — prepared for any contingency; vigilant




•
 
we must be 
on guard against

 such temptation.















5.
 
put up one's guard






adopt a defensive posture.









6.
 
under guard






being guarded




•
 
he was held in an empty stable under guard.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘care, custody’): from Old French 
garde

 (noun), 
garder

 (verb), of West Germanic origin. Compare with ward
 .





guardant

 
/ˈɡärd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (especially of an animal) depicted with the body sideways and the face toward the viewer




•
 
three lions passant guardant.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
gardant

 ‘guarding,’ from 
garder

 ‘to guard.’





guard cell






noun






[Botany]

 each of a pair of curved cells that surround a stoma, becoming larger or smaller according to the pressure within the cells.













guarded

 
/ˈɡärdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
cautious and having possible reservations




•
 
he has given a guarded welcome to the idea.










2.
 
(of a person's medical condition) serious and of uncertain outcome




•
 
the surviving crewman was in stable but guarded condition.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guardedly

 
/ˈɡärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
guardedness

 
/ˈɡärdədnəs /






noun





















guard hair






noun




long, coarse hair forming an animal's outer fur.













guardhouse

 
/ˈɡärdˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a building used to accommodate a military guard or to detain military prisoners.




2.
 


(US)

 a building accommodating a guard who controls entrance to the grounds of a house, housing development, school, or other facility




•
 
the prestigious islands have opted for guardhouses, where the license plate numbers of visitors are copied down.



















guardian

 
/ˈɡärdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a defender, protector, or keeper




•
 
self-appointed guardians of public morality.










2.
 
a person who looks after and is legally responsible for someone who is unable to manage their own affairs, especially an incompetent or disabled person or a child whose parents have died.




3.
 
the superior of a Franciscan convent.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
garden

 , of Germanic origin; compare with ward
 and warden
 . The ending was altered by association with -ian
 .






guardian angel

 
/ˈɡärdēən ˈˌānjəl/






noun




a spirit that is believed to watch over and protect a person or place.













guardianship

 
/ˈɡärdēənSHip/






noun



1.
 
the position of protecting or defending something




•
 
guardianship of traditional beliefs and standards




•
 
the guardianship of the rural landscape.










2.
 
the position of being legally responsible for the care of someone who is unable to manage their own affairs




•
 
she was granted temporary guardianship of the three children




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Peter was made the subject of a guardianship order.



















Guardmember

 
/ˈɡärdˌmembər/






noun




a person who serves in the National Guard.














guard of honor






noun




a group of soldiers ceremonially welcoming an important visitor or escorting a casket in a funeral.

Also called honor guard
 .













guardrail

 
/ˈɡärdrāl/






noun



1.
 
a rail that prevents people from falling off or being hit by something.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a strong fence at the side of a road or in the middle of an expressway, intended to reduce the risk of serious accidents.













guard ring






noun



1.
 
a ring preventing another ring from slipping off a finger.




2.
 
a ring-shaped electrode used to limit the extent of an electric field, especially in a capacitor.













guardroom

 
/ˈɡärdˌro͞om ˈɡärdˌro͝om/






noun




a room in a military base used to accommodate a guard or detain prisoners.













guardsman

 
/ˈɡärdzmən/






noun



1.
 
(in the US) a member of the National Guard.




2.
 
(in the UK) a soldier of a regiment of Guards.













Guarneri, Giuseppe

 
/ˌɡwärˈne(ə)rē/






(1687–1744), Italian violin-maker; known as 
del Gesù

 . He is the most well known of a family of three generations of violin-makers based in Cremona.









Guarnerius

 
/ˌɡwärˈnerēəs/






noun




a violin made by a member of the Guarneri family of Cremona, Italy, during the 17th and 18th centuries.













Guarulhos

 
/ɡwäˈro͞olyo͝os/






an industrial and commercial city in southeastern Brazil, northeast of São Paulo; pop. 1,236,200 (est. 2007).









Guatemala

 
/ˌɡwädəˈmälə/







1.
 
a country in Central America that borders on the Pacific Ocean and has a short coastline on the Caribbean Sea; pop. 13,276,500 (est. 2009); capital, Guatemala City; official language, Spanish.





A former center of Mayan civilization, Guatemala was conquered by the Spanish in 1523–24. After independence, it formed the core of the short-lived United Provinces of Central America 1828–38 before becoming an independent republic in its own right.









Guatemala City






the capital of Guatemala; pop. 1,090,000 (est. 2009). At an altitude of 4,920 feet (1,500 m) in the central highlands, it was founded in 1776 to replace the former capital, Antigua Guatemala, which was destroyed by an earthquake in 1773.









Guatemalan

 
/ˌɡwädəˈmälən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Guatemala or its people




•
 
a wealthy Guatemalan businessman.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Guatemala, or a person of Guatemalan descent




•
 
she wanted to see for herself how Guatemalans harvest and prepare coffee.



















guava

 
/ˈɡwävə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible pale orange tropical fruit with pink, juicy flesh and a strong, sweet aroma.




2.
 
the small tropical American tree that bears the guava.

[Genus 
Psidium

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. guajava

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
guayaba

 , probably from Taino.





Guaviare River

 
/ɡwävˌyärā ˈrivər/






a river that flows east for 650 miles (1,040 km) from the Andes Mountains in Colombia to join the Orinoco River at the Venezuelan border.









guayabera

 
/ˌɡīəˈberə/





I.
 
noun




a lightweight open-necked Cuban or Mexican shirt with two breast pockets and two pockets over the hips, typically having short sleeves and worn untucked.











– origin

 1970s: Cuban Spanish, apparently originally from the name of the 
Yayabo

 river, influenced by Spanish 
guayaba

 ‘guava.’





Guayaquil

 
/ˌɡīəˈkēl/






a seaport in western Ecuador, the country's principal port and second largest city; pop. 2,223,200 (est. 2008).









Guaynabo

 
/ɡwīˈnäbō/






a community in northeastern Puerto Rico, south of San Juan; pop. 81,100 (est. 2009).









guayule

 
/ɡwäˈyo͞olē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a silver-leaved Mexican shrub of the daisy family that yields large amounts of latex.

[
Parthenium argentatum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
a rubber substitute made from latex produced by the guayule shrub.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: via Latin American Spanish from Nahuatl 
cuauhuli

 .





gubernatorial

 
/ˌɡo͞obərnəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a state governor or the office of state governor




•
 
a gubernatorial election.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
gubernator

 ‘governor’ (from 
gubernare

 ‘steer, govern,’ from Greek 
kubernan

 ‘to steer’) + -ial
 .






guck

 
/ɡək/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a slimy, dirty, or otherwise unpleasant substance




•
 
he got mud and cow guck all over his white jersey.

















– origin

 possibly a blend of goo
 and muck
 .





gudgeon1


 
/ˈɡəjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, edible, European freshwater fish, often used as bait by anglers.

[
Gobio gobio

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a credulous or easily fooled person.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
goujon

 , from Latin 
gobio(n-)

 , from 
gobius

 ‘goby.’





gudgeon2


 
/ˈɡəjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pivot or spindle on which a bell or other object swings or rotates.




2.
 
the tubular part of a hinge into which the pin fits to unite the joint.




3.
 
a socket at the stern of a vessel, into which a rudder is fitted.




4.
 
a pin holding two blocks of stone together.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
goujon

 , diminutive of 
gouge

 (see gouge
 ).





gudgeon pin

 
/ˈɡəjən pin/






noun




a pin holding a piston rod and a connecting rod together.













Gudrun

 
/ˈɡo͝odrən/






(in Norse legend) the Norse equivalent of Kriemhild, wife of Sigurd and later of Atli (Attila the Hun).










guelder rose

 
/ˈɡeldər ˌrōz/





I.
 
noun




a deciduous Eurasian shrub of the honeysuckle family with flattened heads of fragrant, creamy-white flowers, followed by clusters of bitter translucent red berries. Similar to the closely related highbush cranberry, it is widely cultivated in North America.

[
Viburnum opulus

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 . See also snowball bush
 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
geldersche roos

 ‘rose of 
Gelderland

 ’ (see Gelderland
 ).





Guelph

 
/ɡwelf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of one of two great factions in Italian medieval politics, traditionally supporting the pope against the Holy Roman Emperor.

Compare with Ghibelline
 .




2.
 
a member of a princely family of Swabian origin from which the British royal house is descended through George I.








II.
 
derivatives





Guelphic

 
/-fik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Italian 
Guelfo

 , from Middle High German 
Welf

 , the name of the founder of one of the two great rival dynasties in the Holy Roman Empire.





guenon

 
/ɡəˈnän/





I.
 
noun




an African monkey found mainly in forests, with a long tail and typically a brightly colored coat. The male is much larger than the female.

[Genus 
Cercopithecus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species, including the vervet, mona, and Diana monkeys.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





guerdon

 
/ˈɡərdn /

 

‹chiefly archaic›






I.
 
noun




a reward or recompense.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a reward to (someone)




•
 
there might come a time in which he should guerdon them.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
widerdonum

 , alteration (by association with Latin 
donum

 ‘gift’) of a West Germanic compound represented by Old High German 
widarlōn

 ‘repayment.’





Guericke, Otto von

 
/ˈɡerikə/






(1602–86), German engineer and physicist. He was the first to investigate the properties of a vacuum, and he devised the Magdeburg hemispheres to demonstrate atmospheric pressure.









Guernsey1


 
/ˈɡərnzē/






an island in the English Channel, northwest of Jersey; pop. 65,900 (est. 2009); capital, St. Peter Port.









Guernsey2


 
/ˈɡərnzē/






noun



1.
 
an animal of a breed of dairy cattle from Guernsey, noted for producing rich, creamy milk.




2.
 
(
guernsey

 )
 — a thick sweater made with oiled navy blue wool and originally worn by fishermen.













Guernsey lily






noun




a nerine with large heads of pink lilylike flowers. Native to South Africa, it has long been cultivated and was first described in Guernsey, England.

[
Nerine sarniensis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]













Guerrero

 
/ɡəˈrerˌō/






a state in southwestern central Mexico, on the Pacific coast; capital, Chilpancingo.









guerrilla

 
/ɡəˈrilə /

 
guerilla





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a small independent group taking part in irregular fighting, typically against larger regular forces




•
 
this small town fell to the guerrillas




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
guerrilla warfare.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — referring to actions or activities performed in an impromptu way, often without authorization




•
 
guerrilla theater.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (introduced during the Peninsular War (1808–14)): from Spanish, diminutive of 
guerra

 ‘war.’





guerrilla knitting

 
guerilla knitting





I.
 
noun




the action or activity of covering objects or structures in public places with decorative knitted or crotcheted material, as a form of street art




•
 
if you've ever wanted to take part in guerrilla knitting, now is your chance.














II.
 
derivatives





guerrilla knitter

 
guerilla knitter






noun





















guerrilla marketing






noun




innovative, unconventional, and low-cost marketing techniques aimed at obtaining maximum exposure for a product.













guerrilla theater

 
guerilla theater






noun




the dramatization of political and social issues, typically performed outdoors, e.g. in the street or a park, as a means of protest or propaganda.














guess

 
/ɡes/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate or suppose (something) without sufficient information to be sure of being correct




•
 
she guessed the child's age to be 14 or 15




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he took her aside, and I guessed that he was offering her a job.










2.
 
(
guess at

 )
 — make a conjecture about




•
 
their motives he could only guess at.










3.
 
correctly conjecture or perceive


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she's guessed where we're going.










4.
 
(
I guess

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to indicate that although one thinks or supposes something, it is without any great conviction or strength of feeling


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I guess I'd better tell you everything.














II.
 
noun




an estimate or conjecture




•
 
my guess is that within a year we will have a referendum.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
anybody's (or anyone's) guess






very difficult or impossible to determine




•
 
how well the system will work is anybody's guess.















2.
 
keep someone guessing








‹informal›

 leave someone uncertain or in doubt as to one's intentions or plans.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guessable

 
/ˈɡesəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
guesser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: origin uncertain; perhaps from Dutch 
gissen

 , and probably related to get
 .





guesstimate

 

‹informal›


 
guestimate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈɡestəmət /



1.
 
an estimate based on a mixture of guesswork and calculation.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈɡestəˌmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form an estimate of based on guesswork and calculation




•
 
the task is to guesstimate the total vote.

















– origin

 1930s: blend of guess
 and estimate
 .





guesswork

 
/ˈɡesˌwərk/






noun




the process or results of guessing.













guest

 
/ɡest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is invited to visit the home of or take part in a function organized by another




•
 
I have two guests coming to dinner tonight




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a guest bedroom.










2.
 
a person invited to participate in an official event




•
 
the bishop went to Cuba as a guest of the Catholic Church




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a guest speaker.










3.
 
a person invited to take part in a radio or television program, sports event, or other entertainment




•
 
a regular guest on the morning show




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a guest appearance.










4.
 
a person lodging at a hotel or boarding house




•
 
a reduction for guests staying seven nights or more.










5.
 


(chiefly US)

 a customer at a restaurant.




6.
 


[Entomology]

 a small invertebrate that lives unharmed within an ants' nest.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 appear as a guest




•
 
he 
guested on

 one of her early albums.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be my guest








‹informal›

 please do




•
 
May I choose the restaurant? Be my guest!















2.
 
guest of honor






the most important guest at an occasion.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
gestr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gast

 and German 
Gast

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
hostis

 ‘enemy’ (originally ‘stranger’).





guestbook

 
/ˈɡestbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a book in which visitors to a particular place may write their names, addresses, and remarks.




2.
 
a facility on a website on which visitors to the site may record their comments.













guest-edit





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be invited to choose material for a single issue or broadcast of (a newspaper, magazine, or television program)




•
 
it has been an incredible honor to guest-edit this issue.














II.
 
derivatives





guest editor






noun





















guest house

 
/ˈɡest ˌhous /

 
guesthouse






noun



1.
 
a private house offering accommodations to paying guests.




2.
 
a small, separate house on the grounds of a larger one, used for accommodating guests.













guest list






noun



1.
 
a list of the people invited to a particular event.




2.
 
a list of people who are to be admitted to a concert or similar event without payment.














guest worker

 
/ɡest ˈwərkər/





I.
 
noun




a person with temporary permission to work in another country, especially in Germany.











– origin

 1960s: translation of the German 
Gastarbeiter

 .





Guevara, Che

 
/ɡəˈvärə/






(1928–67), Argentine revolutionary and guerrilla leader; full name 
Ernesto Guevara de la Serna

 . He played a significant part in the Cuban revolution 1956–59 and became a government minister under Fidel Castro. He was captured and executed by the Bolivian army while training guerrillas for a planned uprising in Bolivia.









guff

 
/ɡəf/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 trivial, worthless, or insolent talk or ideas.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘puff, whiff of a bad smell’): imitative.





guffaw

 
/ɡəˈfô/





I.
 
noun




a loud and boisterous laugh.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
laugh in a loud or boisterous way




•
 
both men guffawed at the remark.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally Scots): imitative.





Guggenheim, Meyer

 
/ˈɡo͝oɡənˌhīm, ˈɡo͞o-/






(1828–1905), US industrialist; born in Switzerland. With his seven sons he established large mining and metal-processing companies. His son 
Solomon

 (1861–1949) set up several foundations that supported the arts, including the Guggenheim Museum in New York.









guggul

 
/ˈɡo͝oɡəl/






noun




an herbal preparation made from the sticky gum of various myrrh trees that has been alleged to aid in lowering serum cholesterol.

[The trees providing the main source are 
Commiphora mukul

 and 
Commiphora wightii

 , family 
Burseraceae

 .]













GUI

 
/ˈɡo͞oē/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 graphical user interface.













Guiana

 
/ɡēˈänə ɡīˈanə/






a region in northern South America, bounded by the Orinoco, Negro, and Amazon rivers and the Atlantic Ocean. It now includes Guyana, Suriname, French Guiana, and the Guiana Highlands.









Guiana Highlands






a mountainous plateau region in northern South America that lies between the Orinoco and Amazon river basins, largely in southeastern Venezuela and northern Brazil.









guidance

 
/ˈɡīdəns/






noun



1.
 
advice or information aimed at resolving a problem or difficulty, especially as given by someone in authority




•
 
he looked to his father for inspiration and guidance.










2.
 
the directing of the motion or position of something, especially a missile




•
 
a surface-to-air missile guidance system.



















guide

 
/ɡīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who advises or shows the way to others




•
 
this lady is going to act as our guide for the rest of the tour.










2.
 
a professional mountain climber in charge of a group.




3.
 
a thing that helps someone to form an opinion or make a decision or calculation




•
 
here is a 
guide to

 the number of curtain hooks you will need.










4.
 
a book, document, or display providing information on a subject or about a place




•
 
a guide to baby and toddler care.










5.
 
a structure or marking that directs the motion or positioning of something




•
 
the guides for the bolt needed straightening.










6.
 
a soldier, vehicle, or ship whose position determines the movements of others.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — show or indicate the way to (someone)




•
 
he guided her to the front row and sat beside her.










2.
 
direct the motion or positioning of (something)




•
 
the groove in the needle guides the thread.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct or have an influence on the course of action of (someone or something)




•
 
he guided the team to a second successive win in the tournament.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guidable

 
/ˈɡīdəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
guider






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
guide

 (noun), 
guider

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to wit
 2
 .





Guide Association






(in the UK) an organization for girls, founded in 1910.









guidebook

 
/ˈɡīdˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book of information about a place, designed for the use of visitors or tourists.














guided

 
/ˈɡīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
conducted by a guide




•
 
a guided tour of the castle.










2.
 
directed by remote control or by internal equipment




•
 
a guided missile.



















guided imagery






noun




the use of words and music to evoke positive imaginary scenarios in a subject with a view to bringing about some beneficial effect.













guide dog

 
/ˈɡīd ˌdäɡ/






noun




a dog trained to lead a blind person.













guideline

 
/ˈɡīdˌlīn/






noun




a general rule, principle, or piece of advice.













guide number






noun






[Photography]

 a measure of the power of a flashgun expressed in meters or feet.













guidepost

 
/ˈɡīdˌpōst/






noun




another term for signpost
 .













guide rope

 
/ˈɡīd ˌrōp/






noun




a rope used to guide the movement of the load of a crane.













guideway

 
/ˈɡīdˌwā/






noun




a groove or track along which something moves.













guido

 
/ˈɡwēdō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a man, especially an Italian American, regarded as vain, aggressively masculine, and socially unsophisticated.











– origin

 1980s: from the Italian given name 
Guido

 .





guidon

 
/ˈɡīdn/





I.
 
noun




a pennant that narrows to a point or fork at the free end, especially one used as the standard of a light cavalry regiment.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
guidone

 , from 
guida

 ‘a guide.’





Guignol

 
/ɡēnˈyôl/






the bloodthirsty chief character in a French puppet show of that name that is similar to Punch and Judy.

See also Grand Guignol
 .










guild

 
/ɡild /

 
gild





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medieval association of craftsmen or merchants, often having considerable power.




2.
 
an association of people for mutual aid or the pursuit of a common goal.




3.
 


[Ecology]

 a group of species that have similar requirements and play a similar role within a community.











– origin

 late Old English: probably from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
gilde

 , of Germanic origin; related to yield
 .






guilder

 
/ˈɡildər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of the Netherlands (until the introduction of the euro), equal to 100 cents.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a gold or silver coin formerly used in the Netherlands, Germany, and Austria.











– origin

 alteration of Dutch 
gulden

 (see gulden
 ).





guildhall

 
/ˈɡildˌhôl/






noun



1.
 
a building used as the meeting place of a guild or corporation.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a town hall.




3.
 
(
Guildhall

 )
 — the hall of the Corporation of the City of London, used for ceremonial occasions.














guile

 
/ɡīl/





I.
 
noun




sly or cunning intelligence




•
 
he used all his guile and guts to free himself from the muddle he was in.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guileful

 
/ˈɡīlf(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
guilefully

 
/-fəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, probably from Old Norse; compare with wile
 .





guileless

 
/ˈɡīlləs/





I.
 
adjective




devoid of guile; innocent and without deception




•
 
his face, once so open and guileless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guilelessly

 
/ˈɡīlləslē /






adverb













2.
 
guilelessness

 
/ˈɡīlləsnəs /






noun






















Guilin

 
/ˌɡwāˈlin /

 
Kweilin






a city in southern China, on the Li River, in the autonomous region of Guangxi Zhuang; pop. 573,800 (est. 2006).









Guillain–Barré syndrome

 
/ɡēˌyanbəˈrā ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an acute form of polyneuritis, often preceded by a respiratory infection, causing weakness and often paralysis of the limbs.











– origin

 1916: named after Georges 
Guillain

 (1876–1961) and Jean 
Barré

 (1880–1967), two of those who first described the syndrome.





guillemot

 
/ˈɡiləˌmät/





I.
 
noun




a black-breasted auk (seabird) with a narrow pointed bill, typically nesting on cliff ledges.

[Family 
Alcidae

 , genus 
Cepphus

 : several species, in particular the North Atlantic 
black guillemot

 (
C. grylle

 ), with a white wing patch in summer and pale plumage in winter.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
Guillaume

 ‘William.’





guilloche

 
/ɡəˈlōSH/





I.
 
noun




architectural ornamentation resembling braided or interlaced ribbons.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
guillochis

 , denoting the ornamentation, or 
guilloche

 , a carving tool.





guillotine

 
/ˈɡiləˌtēn ˈɡēəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine with a heavy blade sliding vertically in grooves, used for beheading people.




2.
 
a device for cutting that incorporates a descending or sliding blade, used typically for cutting paper, card, or sheet metal.




3.
 
a surgical instrument with a sliding blade used typically for the removal of the tonsils.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 (in parliament) a procedure used to prevent delay in the discussion of a legislative bill by fixing times at which various parts of it must be voted on


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a guillotine motion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
execute (someone) by guillotine.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 (in parliament) end discussion by applying a guillotine to (a bill or debate).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, named after Joseph-Ignace 
Guillotin

 (1738–1814), the French physician who recommended its use for executions in 1789.






guilt

 
/ɡilt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of having committed a specified or implied offense or crime




•
 
it is the duty of the prosecution to prove the prisoner's guilt.










2.
 
a feeling of having done wrong or failed in an obligation




•
 
he remembered with sudden guilt the letter from his mother that he had not yet read.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make (someone) feel guilty, especially in order to induce them to do something




•
 
Celeste had been 
guilted into

 going by her parents.














III.
 
phrases





guilt by association






guilt ascribed to someone not because of any evidence but because of their association with an offender.















– origin

 Old English 
gylt

 , of unknown origin.





guilt complex






noun




an obsession with the idea of having done wrong.













guiltless

 
/ˈɡiltləs/





I.
 
adjective




having no guilt; innocent




•
 
you don't need a pardon if you're guiltless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guiltlessly

 
/ˈɡiltləslē /






adverb













2.
 
guiltlessness

 
/ˈɡiltləsnəs /






noun





















guilt-ridden






adjective




filled with feelings of guilt




•
 
a guilt-ridden man who's hiding from his past.



















guilt trip





I.
 
noun




an experience of feeling guilty about something, especially when such guilt is excessive, self-indulgent, or unfounded




•
 
let's skip the guilt trip and talk real, rational reasons.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel guilty, especially in order to induce them to do something




•
 
a pay increase will not guilt-trip them into improvements.



















guilty

 
/ˈɡiltē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
culpable of or responsible for a specified wrongdoing




•
 
the police will soon discover who the guilty party is




•
 
he was found 
guilty of

 manslaughter




•
 
he found them 
guilty on

 a lesser charge.







See also find
 , plead
 .




2.
 
justly chargeable with a particular fault or error




•
 
she was guilty of a serious error of judgment.










3.
 
conscious of or affected by a feeling of guilt




•
 
John felt guilty at having deceived the family




•
 
she wrestled with a guilty conscience after her adultery.










4.
 
involving a feeling or a judgment of guilt




•
 
I have no guilty secret to reveal




•
 
a guilty verdict.














II.
 
phrases





not guilty






innocent, especially of a formal charge




•
 
he pled not guilty to murder.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
guiltily

 
/ˈɡiltilē /






adverb













2.
 
guiltiness

 
/ˈɡiltēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gyltig

 (see guilt
 , -y
 1
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at innocent
 and plead
 .





guilty pleasure






noun




something, such as a movie, television program, or piece of music, that one enjoys despite feeling that it is not generally held in high regard




•
 
everybody has a guilty pleasure—for me, it has to be mid 70s disco




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the average disaster movie falls into the 'guilty pleasure' category.



















guimpe

 
/ɡimp /

 
guimp





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a high-necked blouse or undergarment worn showing beneath a low-necked dress.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French; related to German 
Wimpel

 , Dutch 
wimpel

 ‘pennant, streamer,’ also to wimple
 and the rare word 
gimp

 ‘nun's neckerchief.’





guinea

 
/ˈɡinē /

 
gn.





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the sum of £1.05 (21 shillings in predecimal currency), now used mainly for determining professional fees and auction prices.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a former British gold coin that was first minted in 1663 from gold imported from West Africa, with a value that was later fixed at 21 shillings. It was replaced by the sovereign from 1817.











– origin

 named after Guinea
 in West Africa.






Guinea

 
/ˈɡinē/







1.
 
a country on the west coast of Africa; pop. 10,058,000 (est. 2009); capital, Conakry; languages, French (official), Fulani, Malinke, and others.





Part of a feudal Fulani empire from the 16th century, Guinea was colonized by France as part of French West Africa. It became an independent republic in 1958.









Guinea, Gulf of






a large inlet of the Atlantic Ocean that borders on the southern coast of West Africa.









Guinea-Bissau

 
/ˌɡinēbiˈsou/





I.
 
a country on the western coast of Africa, between Senegal and Guinea; pop. 1,534,000 (est. 2009); capital, Bissau; languages, Portuguese (official), West African languages, Creoles.





The area, a center of the slave trade, was explored by the Portuguese in the 15th century. Formerly called Portuguese Guinea, it became a colony in 1879 and the independent republic of Guinea-Bissau in 1974. A military coup in 1980 brought continuing unrest.





guinea fowl

 
/ˈɡinē ˌfoul/






noun




a large African game bird with slate-colored, white-spotted plumage and a loud call. It is sometimes domesticated.

[Family 
Numididae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ): several genera and species, e.g., the 
helmeted guineafowl

 (
Numida meleagris

 ).]













guinea hen






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a guinea fowl, especially a female one




•
 
his wife had chickens, goats, and guinea hens.



















Guinean

 
/ˈɡinēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Guinea or its people




•
 
the late Guinean poet.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Guinea




•
 
Guineans have a rich cultural heritage.



















guinea pig

 
/ˈɡinē ˌpiɡ/






noun



1.
 
a domesticated, tailless South American cavy, originally raised for food. It no longer occurs in the wild and is now typically kept as a pet or for laboratory research.

[
Cavia porcellus

 , family 
Caviidae

 .]




2.
 
a person or thing used as a subject for experiment.













guinea worm

 
/ˈɡinē wərm/






noun




a very long parasitic nematode worm that lives under the skin of infected humans and other mammals in rural Africa and Asia.

[
Dracunculus medinensis

 , class 
Phasmida

 .]













Guinevere

 
/ˈɡwinəˌvir/






(in Arthurian legend) the wife of King Arthur and mistress of Lancelot.









Guinness, Sir Alec

 
/ˈɡinis/






(1914–2000), English actor. He performed in movies, such as 
Bridge on the River Kwai

 (1957) and 
Star Wars

 (1977), and as espionage chief George Smiley in television versions of John Le Carré's novels.









guipure

 
/ɡiˈpyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a heavy lace consisting of embroidered motifs held together by large connecting stitches.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
guiper

 ‘cover with silk,’ of Germanic origin.





guiro

 
/ˈɡwi(ə)ˌrō/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument with a serrated surface that gives a rasping sound when scraped with a stick, originally made from an elongated gourd and used in Latin American music.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘gourd.’





guise

 
/ɡīz/





I.
 
noun




an external form, appearance, or manner of presentation, typically concealing the true nature of something




•
 
he visited 
in the guise of

 an inspector




•
 
telemarketing and selling 
under the guise of

 market research.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, of Germanic origin; related to wise
 2
 .






guitar

 
/ɡəˈtär/





I.
 
noun




a stringed musical instrument with a fretted fingerboard, typically incurved sides, and six or twelve strings, played by plucking or strumming with the fingers or a plectrum.

See also electric guitar
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
guitarra

 (partly via French), from Greek 
kithara

 , denoting an instrument similar to the lyre.





guitarfish

 
/ɡiˈtärˌfiSH/






noun




a fish of shallow warm seas, related to the rays and having a guitarlike body shape.

[Several species in the family 
Rhinobatidae

 , including 
Rhinobatus rhinobatus

 , common in European waters, and the 
Chinese guitarfish

 (
Platyrhina sinensis

 , family 
Platyrhinidae

 ).]













guitarist

 
/ɡəˈtärəst/






noun




a person who plays the guitar




•
 
the guitarist of a New York punk band.




















Guiyang

 
/ˈɡwāˈyäNG /

 
Kweiyang






an industrial city in southern China, capital of Guizhou province; pop. 1,475,900 (est. 2006).










Guizhou

 
/ˌɡwāˈjō /

 
Kweichow






a province in southern China; capital, Guiyang.









Gujarat

 
/ˌɡo͝ojəˈrät /

 
Gujerat






a state in western India, on the Arabian Sea; capital, Gandhinagar. Formed in 1960 from the northern and western parts of the former state of Bombay, it is one of the most industrialized parts of the country.









Gujarati

 
/ˌɡo͝ojəˈrädē /

 
Gujerati





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Gujarat.




2.
 
the Indic language of the Gujaratis.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Gujaratis or their language.













Gujranwala

 
/ˌɡo͞ojrənˈwälə, ˌɡo͝oj-/






a city in northeastern Pakistan, in Punjab province, northwest of Lahore; pop. 1,526,200 (est. 2009). It was an important center of Sikh influence in the early 19th century.









Gujrat

 
/ˌɡo͝ojəˈrät/






a city in northeastern Pakistan, in Punjab province, north of Lahore; pop. 328,500 (est. 2009).









Gulag

 
/ˈɡo͞oläɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of labor camps maintained in the former Soviet Union from 1930 to 1955 in which many people died.




2.
 
(
gulag

 )
 — a camp in the Gulag system, or any political labor camp.











– origin

 Russian, from 
G(lavnoe) u(pravlenie ispravitelʹno-trudovykh) lag(ereĭ)

 ‘Chief Administration for Corrective Labor Camps.’





gular

 
/ˈɡ(y)o͞olər /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or situated on the throat of an animal, especially a reptile, fish, or bird.








II.
 
noun




a plate or scale on the throat of a reptile or fish.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
gula

 ‘throat’ + -ar
 1
 .





Gulbarga

 
/ˈɡo͝olbərˌɡä/






a city in southern central India, in the state of Karnataka; pop. 532,000 (est. 2009). It was formerly the seat of the Bahmani kings of the Deccan (1347–
c.

 1424).









gulch

 
/ɡəlCH/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a narrow and steep-sided ravine marking the course of a fast stream.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
gulch

 ‘to swallow.’






gulden

 
/ˈɡo͞oldən/





I.
 
noun




another term for guilder
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Dutch and German, literally ‘golden.’





gules

 
/ɡyo͞olz/





I.
 
noun




red, as a heraldic tincture


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
sword and long cross gules.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
goles

 (plural of 
gole

 ‘throat,’ from Latin 
gula

 ), used to denote pieces of red-dyed fur used as a neck ornament.






gulf

 
/ɡəlf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep inlet of the sea almost surrounded by land, with a narrow mouth.




2.
 
(
the Gulf

 )
 — informal name for Persian Gulf
 .




3.
 
a deep ravine, chasm, or abyss.




4.
 
a large difference or division between two people or groups, or between viewpoints, concepts, or situations




•
 
a 
wide gulf

 between theory and practice.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
golfe

 , from Italian 
golfo

 , based on Greek 
kolpos

 ‘bosom, gulf.’





Gulf Intracoastal Waterway






a route that allows sheltered boat passage along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico between Key West in Florida and Brownsville in Texas.









Gulfport

 
/ˈɡəlfpôrt/






a city in southern Mississippi, on the Gulf of Mexico, west of Biloxi; pop. 70,055 (est. 2008).









Gulf States

 
/ˈɡəlf ˌstāts/





I.
 
the countries bordering on the Persian Gulf (Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Oman).




II.
 
the US states that border on the Gulf of Mexico (Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas).









Gulf Stream

 
/ˈɡəlf ˌstrēm/






a warm ocean current that flows from the Gulf of Mexico parallel with the US coast toward Newfoundland, Canada, and then continues across the Atlantic Ocean toward northwestern Europe as the North Atlantic Drift.










Gulf War

 
/ˈɡəlf ˌwô(ə)r/





I.
 
another name for Iran–Iraq War
 .




II.
 
the war of January and February 1991 in which an international coalition of forces under the auspices of the United Nations forced the withdrawal of Saddam Hussein's Iraqi forces from Kuwait, which they had invaded and occupied in August 1990.









Gulf War syndrome






noun




a medical condition affecting many veterans of the 1991 Gulf War, causing fatigue, chronic headaches, and skin and respiratory disorders. Its origin is uncertain, though it has been attributed to exposure to a combination of pesticides, vaccines, and other chemicals.













gulfweed

 
/ˈɡəlfwēd/






noun




another term for sargassum
 .













gull1


 
/ɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a long-winged, web-footed seabird with a raucous call, typically having white plumage with a gray or black mantle.

[Family 
Laridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Larus

 , and numerous species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: of Celtic origin; related to Welsh 
gwylan

 and Breton 
gwelan

 .






gull2


 
/ɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fool or deceive (someone)




•
 
workers had been 
gulled into

 inflicting poverty and deprivation upon themselves.














II.
 
noun




a person who is fooled or deceived.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Gullah

 
/ˈɡələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a black people living on the coast of South Carolina and nearby islands.




2.
 
the Creole language of the Gullah, having an English base with elements from various West African languages. It has about 125,000 speakers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Gullah or their language.











– origin

 perhaps a shortening of 
Angola

 , or from 
Gola

 , the name of an agricultural people of Liberia and Sierra Leone.





gullery

 
/ˈɡələrē/






noun




a breeding colony, breeding place, or roost of gulls.














gullet

 
/ˈɡələt/





I.
 
noun




the passage by which food passes from the mouth to the stomach; the esophagus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
goulet

 , diminutive of 
goule

 ‘throat,’ from Latin 
gula

 .





gullible

 
/ˈɡələb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




easily persuaded to believe something; credulous




•
 
an attempt to persuade a gullible public to spend their money.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gullibility

 
/ˌɡələˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
gullibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from gull
 2
 + -ible
 .





gull wing

 
/ˈɡəl ˌwiNG/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
(of a door on a car or aircraft) opening upward




•
 
gull-wing doors.



















gully

 
/ˈɡəlē /

 
gulley





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a water-worn ravine.




2.
 
a deep artificial channel serving as a gutter or drain.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
gullied

 )


1.
 
erode gullies into (land) by water action




•
 
he began to pick his way over the gullied landscape.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘gullet’): from French 
goulet

 (see gullet
 ).





gulp

 
/ɡəlp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swallow (drink or food) quickly or in large mouthfuls, often audibly




•
 
he smiled and gulped his milk.










2.
 
breathe (air) deeply and quickly




•
 
we emerged to gulp great lungfuls of cold night air.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make effortful breathing or swallowing movements, typically in response to strong emotion




•
 
fumes seeped in until she was forced to gulp for air




•
 
she 
gulped back

 the tears.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of gulping food or drink




•
 
she swallowed the rest of the coffee with a gulp.










2.
 
a large mouthful of liquid hastily drunk




•
 
Titch took a gulp of beer and wiped his mouth on his sleeve.










3.
 
a large quantity of air breathed in.




4.
 
a swallowing movement of the throat




•
 
the chairman gave an audible gulp.














III.
 
phrases





at a gulp






with one gulp




•
 
having emptied his glass at a gulp, Roger pulled out a cigar.


















IV.
 
derivatives





gulpy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch 
gulpen

 , of imitative origin.





gulper

 
/ˈɡəlpər /

 
gulper eel






noun




a deep-sea eel with very large jaws that open to give an enormous gape and with eyes near the tip of the snout.

[Order 
Saccopharyngiformes

 : several families.]














gum1


 
/ɡəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a viscous secretion of some trees and shrubs that hardens on drying but is soluble in water, and from which adhesives and other products are made.

Compare with resin
 .




2.
 
glue that is used for sticking paper or other light materials together.




3.
 
short for chewing gum
 or bubblegum
 .




4.
 
a gum tree, especially a eucalyptus.

See also sweet gum
 .




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a long rubber boot.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with gum or glue


(as 
adj.

 
gummed

 )


•
 
gummed paper.










2.
 
fasten with gum or glue




•
 
I was gumming small green leaves to a paper tree.










3.
 
(
gum something up

 )
 — clog up a mechanism and prevent it from working properly




•
 
open and close the valves to make sure they don't get gummed up




•
 


‹figurative›

 there was no winner and they debated the factors that could have 
gummed up the works

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gomme

 , based on Latin 
gummi

 , from Greek 
kommi

 , from Egyptian 
kemai

 .





gum2


 
/ɡəm/





I.
 
noun




the firm area of flesh around the roots of the teeth in the upper or lower jaw




•
 
a tooth broken off just above the gum




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
gum disease.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
chew with toothless gums




•
 
some grandmother gumming a meal.

















– origin

 Old English 
gōma

 ‘inside of the mouth or throat,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Gaumen

 ‘roof of the mouth.’





gum3


 
/ɡəm/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
by gum!

 )


1.
 
an exclamation used for emphasis.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: euphemistic alteration of 
God

 .





GUM






abbreviation




genitourinary medicine.














gum arabic

 
/ˈˌɡəm ˈerəbik/






noun




a gum exuded by some kinds of acacia, used in the food industry, in glue, as the binder for watercolor paints, and in incense.













gumball

 
/ˈɡəmbôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a ball of chewing gum, typically with a hard colored sugar coating.














gum benjamin

 
/ˌɡəm ˈbenjəmən/






noun




another term for benzoin
 (
sense

 1).














gumbo

 
/ˈɡəmbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 okra, especially the gelatinous pods used in cooking.




2.
 
(in Cajun cooking) a spicy chicken or seafood soup thickened typically with okra or rice.




3.
 
(
Gumbo

 )
 — a French-based patois spoken by some blacks and Creoles in Louisiana.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a fine, clayey soil that becomes sticky and impervious when wet.




5.
 
a type of Cajun music consisting of a lively blend of styles and sounds




•
 
New Orleans syncopated gumbo.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the Angolan word 
kingombo

 ‘okra.’





gumboil

 
/ˈɡəmˌboil/






noun




a small swelling formed on the gum over an abscess at the root of a tooth.













gumboot

 
/ˈɡəmˌbo͞ot/






noun

 — (usu. 
gumboots

 )


1.
 
chiefly British term for gum
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













gumdrop

 
/ˈɡəmˌdräp/






noun




a firm, jellylike, translucent candy made with gelatin or gum arabic.













gumma

 
/ˈɡəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small, soft swelling that is characteristic of the late stages of syphilis and occurs in the connective tissue of the liver, brain, testes, and heart.








II.
 
derivatives





gummatous

 
/ˈɡəmətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
gummi

 (see gum
 1
 ).





gummosis

 
/ɡəˈmōsis/






noun




the copious production and exudation of gum by a diseased or damaged tree, especially as a symptom of a disease of fruit trees.













gummy1


 
/ˈɡəmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
viscous; sticky.




2.
 
covered with or exuding a viscous substance




•
 
his eyes are all gummy.














II.
 
derivatives





gumminess

 
/ˈɡəmēnəs /






noun





















gummy2


 
/ˈɡəmē/





I.
 
adjective




toothless




•
 
a gummy grin.














II.
 
noun




a small, edible shark of Australasian coastal waters, with rounded teeth that it uses to crush hard-shelled prey.

[
Mustelus antarcticus

 , family 
Triakidae

 .]








III.
 
derivatives





gummily

 
/ˈɡəməlē /






adverb






















gum olibanum

 
/ˌɡəm ōˈlibənəm/






noun




another term for frankincense
 .













gumption

 
/ˈɡəmpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 shrewd or spirited initiative and resourcefulness




•
 
she 
had the gumption to

 put her foot down and head Dan off from those crazy schemes.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally Scots): of unknown origin.





gum resin

 
/ˈɡəm ˌrezən/






noun




a plant secretion consisting of resin mixed with gum.













gumshoe

 
/ˈɡəmˌSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a detective.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
gumshoes

 in the sense ‘sneakers,’ suggesting stealth.






gum tree

 
/ˈɡəm ˌtrē/






noun




a tree that exudes gum, especially a eucalyptus.














gun

 
/ɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weapon incorporating a metal tube from which bullets, shells, or other missiles are propelled by explosive force, typically making a characteristic loud, sharp noise.




2.
 
a device for discharging something (e.g., insecticide, grease, or electrons) in a required direction.




3.
 
a starting pistol used in track and field events.




4.
 
the firing of a piece of artillery as a salute or signal




•
 
the boom of the one o'clock gun echoed across the river.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gunman




•
 
a hired gun.










6.
 
(
guns

 )
 — 

‹nautical slang›

 
‹dated›

 used as a nickname for a ship's gunnery officer.




7.
 
(
guns

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 muscular arms; well-developed biceps muscles




•
 
it's encouraging to note that Schwarzenegger wasn't born with massive guns.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
gun someone down

 )
 — shoot someone with a gun




•
 
they were gunned down by masked snipers.










2.
 


‹informal›

 cause (an engine) to race




•
 
as Neil gunned the engine, the boat jumped forward.










3.
 
accelerate (a vehicle)




•
 
he gunned the car away from the curb.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
big gun







/ˈbiɡ ˌɡən /

 — 

‹informal›

 an important or powerful person




•
 
the first baseman and the center fielder were the big guns of that team.















2.
 
go great guns








‹informal›

 proceed forcefully, vigorously, or successfully




•
 
the film industry has been going great guns recently.















3.
 
jump the gun








‹informal›

 act before the proper time.









4.
 
stick to one's guns








‹informal›

 refuse to compromise or change, despite criticism




•
 
we have stuck to our guns on that issue.















5.
 
top gun






a (or the) most important person




•
 
the top guns in contention for the coveted post of chairman.















6.
 
under the gun








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 under great pressure




•
 
manufacturers are under the gun to offer alternatives.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





gun for





a.
 
pursue or act against (someone) with hostility




•
 
the Republican candidate was gunning for his rival over campaign finances.










b.
 
seek out or strive for (something) determinedly




•
 
he had been gunning for a place in the squad.


















V.
 
derivatives





gunless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
gunne

 , 
gonne

 , perhaps from a nickname for the Scandinavian name 
Gunnhildr

 , from 
gunnr

 + 
hildr

 , both meaning ‘war.’





guna

 
/ˈɡo͝onə/






noun




(in Vedanta) any of the three interdependent modes or qualities of prakriti: sattva, rajas, or tamas.













gunboat

 
/ˈɡənˌbōt/






noun




a small, fast ship mounting guns, for use in shallow coastal waters and rivers.













gunboat diplomacy

 
/ˈɡənˌbōt dəˈplōməsē/






noun




foreign policy that is supported by the use or threat of military force.













gun carriage

 
/ˈɡən ˌkerij/






noun




a wheeled support for a piece of artillery.













guncotton

 
/ˈɡənˌkätn/






noun




a highly nitrated form of nitrocellulose, used as an explosive.













gun crime






noun




criminal offenses committed with the use of a firearm




•
 
a national conference aimed at tackling gun crime




•
 
gun crimes have declined in the city this year.



















gun deck






noun




a deck on a vessel on which guns are placed.













gundi

 
/ˈɡəndē/





I.
 
noun




a small, gregarious rodent living on rocky outcrops in the deserts of North and East Africa.

[Family 
Ctenodactylidae

 : four genera and several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from North African Arabic.





gun dog

 
/ˈɡən ˌdäɡ/






noun




a dog trained to retrieve game for a hunter.













gunfight

 
/ˈɡənˌfīt/





I.
 
noun




a fight involving an exchange of fire with guns.








II.
 
derivatives





gunfighter

 
/ˈɡənˌfīdər /






noun





















gunfire

 
/ˈɡənˌfī(ə)r/






noun




the repeated firing of a gun or guns




•
 
they'd been caught up in gunfire.



















gunflint

 
/ˈɡənflint/






noun




a small piece of flint that is used to ignite the gunpowder in a flintlock gun.













gunge

 
/ɡənj /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




a sticky, viscous, and unpleasantly messy material.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
gunge something up

 )


1.
 
clog or obstruct something with gunge.








III.
 
derivatives





gungy

 
/ˈɡənjē /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: perhaps suggested by goo
 and gunk
 .





gung-ho

 
/ˌɡəNGˈhō/





I.
 
adjective




unthinkingly enthusiastic and eager, especially about taking part in fighting or warfare




•
 
the gung-ho soldier who wants all the big military toys.

















– origin

 World War II: from Chinese 
gōnghé

 , taken to mean ‘work together’ and adopted as a slogan by US Marines.






gunite

 
/ˈɡənīt/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of cement, sand, and water applied through a pressure hose, producing a dense hard layer of concrete used in building for lining tunnels and structural repairs.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from gun
 + -ite
 1
 .






gunk

 
/ɡəNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 unpleasantly sticky or messy substance.











– origin

 1930s: the proprietary name of a detergent.





gunkhole

 
/ˈɡəNGkˌhōl /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a shallow inlet or cove that is difficult or dangerous to navigate.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cruise in and out of gunkholes




•
 
they were gunkholing through the coral archipelago.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





gunky

 
/ˈɡəNGkē/






adjective






‹informal›

 unpleasantly sticky or messy




•
 
they began rinsing the gunky tar from the excavated soil.



















gun license

 


‹Brit.›

 gun licence






noun




a permit from an authority to own a gun or to carry one under specified conditions or for specified purposes




•
 
gun owners must reapply for their gun licenses every three years.



















gunlock

 
/ˈɡənläk/






noun




a mechanism by which the charge of a gun is exploded.













gunmaker

 
/ˈɡənˌmākər/






noun




a manufacturer of guns.













gunman

 
/ˈɡənmən/






noun



1.
 
a man who uses a gun to commit a crime or terrorist act




•
 
a gang of masked gunmen.










2.
 
one who has to do with guns or is engaged in their manufacture.













gunmetal

 
/ˈɡənˌmedl/






noun



1.
 
a gray, corrosion-resistant form of bronze containing zinc, formerly used for making cannon.




2.
 
(also 
gunmetal gray

 )
 — a dark blue-brown gray color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the river glinted brass under a gunmetal sky.




















gun microphone






noun




a highly directional microphone with an elongated barrel that can be directed from a distance at a localized sound source.













gun moll

 
/ˈɡən ˌmäl/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for moll
 (
sense

 1).













gunna

 
/ˈɡənə/





I.
 
contraction






‹informal›

 going to




•
 
she was gunna stay there all night if she had to.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: representing a regional or colloquial pronunciation.





gunned

 
/ɡənd/






adjective




having guns, especially of a specified type or amount




•
 
heavily gunned warships




•
 
his powerfully gunned army.




















gunnel1


 
/ˈɡənl/





I.
 
noun




an elongated laterally compressed fish with a dorsal fin that runs along most of the back and reduced or absent pelvic fins. It occurs in cool inshore waters of the northern hemisphere.

[Family 
Pholidae

 : two genera and several species.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





gunnel2


 
/ˈɡənl/






noun




variant spelling of gunwale
 .













gunner

 
/ˈɡənər/






noun



1.
 
a member of the armed forces who operates or specializes in guns, in particular




2.
 
a member of an aircraft crew who operates a gun, especially (formerly) in a gun turret on a bomber.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a naval warrant officer in charge of a ship's guns, gun crews, and ordnance stores.




4.
 
a person who hunts game with a gun.













gunnera

 
/ˈɡənərə/





I.
 
noun




a South American plant that has extremely large leaves resembling rhubarb and that is grown as a waterside ornamental.

[Genus 
Gunnera

 , family 
Gunneraceae

 : several species, in particular 
G. manicata

 and 
G. tinctoria

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Johann E. 
Gunnerus

 (1718–73), Norwegian botanist.





gunnery

 
/ˈɡən(ə)rē/






noun




the design, manufacture, or firing of heavy guns




•
 
a pioneer of naval gunnery.



















gunnery sergeant

 
/ˈɡən(ə)rē ˈsärjənt/






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Marine Corps ranking above staff sergeant and below master sergeant.













Gunnison River

 
/ˌɡənəsən ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 180 miles (290 km) through western Colorado to the Colorado River. It is noted for its “Black Canyon.”









gunny

 
/ˈɡənē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 coarse fabric, typically made of jute fiber and used especially for sacks.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Marathi 
gōnī

 , from Sanskrit 
goṇī

 ‘sack.’





gunplay

 
/ˈɡənplā/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the use of guns




•
 
the struggle started with skirmishes and some scattered gunplay.



















gunpoint

 
/ˈɡənˌpoint/






noun

 — (in phrase 
at gunpoint

 )


1.
 
while threatening someone or being threatened with a gun




•
 
two robbers 
held

 a family 
at gunpoint

 while they searched their house.



















gunpowder

 
/ˈɡənˌpoudər/






noun



1.
 
an explosive consisting of a powdered mixture of saltpeter, sulfur, and charcoal. The earliest known propellant explosive, gunpowder has now largely been superseded by high explosives, although it is still used for quarry blasting and in fuses and fireworks.




2.
 
(also 
gunpowder tea

 )
 — a fine green China tea of granular appearance.














Gunpowder Plot

 
/ˈɡənˌpoudər plät/





I.
 
a conspiracy by a small group of Catholic extremists to blow up James I and his Parliament on November 5, 1605.





The plot is commemorated by the traditional searching of the vaults before the opening of each session of Parliament, and by bonfires and fireworks, with the burning of an effigy of Guy Fawkes, one of the conspirators, annually on November 5.





gunroom

 
/ˈɡənro͞om ˈɡənˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
a room used for storing sporting guns in a house.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a set of quarters for midshipmen or other junior officers in a warship.













gunrunner

 
/ˈɡənˌrənər/





I.
 
noun




a person engaged in the illegal sale or importing of firearms.








II.
 
derivatives





gunrunning

 
/ˈɡənˌrəniNG /






noun





















gunsel

 
/ˈɡən(t)səl/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a criminal carrying a gun.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (denoting a homosexual youth): from Yiddish 
gendzel

 ‘little goose,’ influenced in sense by gun
 .





gunship

 
/ˈɡənˌSHip/






noun




an airplane or a helicopter heavily armed with machine guns or with machine guns and cannon, providing air support for ground troops in combat.













gunshot

 
/ˈɡənˌSHät/






noun



1.
 
a shot fired from a gun.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the range of a gun




•
 
we bore down and came nearly 
within gunshot

 .



















gun-shy

 
/ˈɡənˌSHī/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a hunting dog) alarmed at the report of a gun.




2.
 
(of a person) nervous and apprehensive.













gunsight

 
/ˈɡənˌsīt/






noun




a device on a gun that enables it to be aimed accurately.













gunslinger

 
/ˈɡənˌsliNGər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a man who carries a gun and shoots well.








II.
 
derivatives





gunslinging

 
/-ˌsliNGiNG /






adjective





















gunsmith

 
/ˈɡənˌsmiTH/






noun




a person who makes, sells, and repairs small firearms.













gunstock

 
/ˈɡənstäk/






noun




the stock or support to which the barrel of a gun is attached.













gunter

 
/ˈɡən(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Sailing]

 a fore-and-aft sail whose spar is nearly vertical, so that the sail is nearly triangular.




2.
 
(also 
gunter rig

 )
 — 

[Sailing]

 
‹historical›

 a type of rig in which the topmast slides up and down the lower mast on rings.








II.
 
derivatives





gunter-rigged






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after E. 
Gunter

 (see Gunter's chain
 ).






Gunter's chain

 
/ˈɡən(t)ərz ˌCHān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Surveying]

 a former measuring instrument 66 feet (20.1 m) long, subdivided into 100 links, each of which is a short section of wire connected to the next link by a loop. It has now been superseded by the steel tape and electronic equipment.




2.
 


[Surveying]

 a measure of length equivalent to a Gunter's chain, equal to 1/10 furlong or 1/80 mile.

Also called chain
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: named after Edmund 
Gunter

 (1581–1626), the English mathematician who devised it.





Gunther

 
/ˈɡo͝on(t)ər/






(in the Nibelungenlied) the husband of Brunhild and brother of Kriemhild, by whom he was beheaded in revenge for Siegfried's murder.









Guntur

 
/ɡo͝onˈto͝or/






a city in eastern India, in Andhra Pradesh; pop. 542,500 (est. 2009).










gunwale

 
/ˈɡənl /

 
gunnel





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
gunwales

 )


1.
 
the upper edge of the side of a boat or ship.








II.
 
phrases





to the gunwales








‹informal›

 so as to be almost overflowing




•
 
the car is stuffed to the gunwales with camera equipment.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from gun
 + wale
 (because it was formerly used to support guns).





guppie

 
/ˈɡəpē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a homosexual yuppie.











– origin

 1980s: blend of gay
 and yuppie
 .





guppy

 
/ˈɡəpē/





I.
 
noun




a small, livebearing freshwater fish widely kept in aquariums. Native to tropical America, it has been introduced elsewhere to control mosquito larvae.

[
Poecilia reticulata

 , family 
Poeciliidae

 .]











– origin

 1920s: named after R. J. Lechmere 
Guppy

 (1836–1916), a Trinidadian clergyman who sent the first specimen to the British Museum.





Gupta

 
/ˈɡo͞optə/





I.
 
a Hindu dynasty established in 
AD

 320 by 
Chandragupta I

 in Bihar. At one stage it ruled most of the north of the Indian subcontinent, but it began to disintegrate toward the end of the 5th century.




II.
 
derivatives





Guptan






adjective






















Gur

 
/ɡo͝or/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a branch of the Niger–Congo family of languages, spoken in parts of West Africa and including More and Senufo.








II.
 
noun




the Gur group of languages.

Also called Voltaic
 .













gurdwara

 
/ˌɡərdˈwärə/





I.
 
noun




a Sikh place of worship.











– origin

 from Punjabi 
gurduārā

 , from Sanskrit 
guru

 ‘teacher’ + 
dvāra

 ‘door.’





gurgle

 
/ˈɡərɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a hollow bubbling sound like that made by water running out of a bottle




•
 
my stomach gurgled




•
 (as 
adj.

 
gurgling

 )
 
a faint gurgling noise.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a liquid) run or flow with a bubbling sound




•
 
chemicals gurgle down a drain straight into the sewers.














II.
 
noun




a gurgling sound




•
 
Catherine gave a gurgle of laughter.

















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative, or directly from Dutch 
gorgelen

 , German 
gurgeln

 , or medieval Latin 
gurgulare

 , all from Latin 
gurgulio

 ‘gullet.’





Gurkha

 
/ˈɡərkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of any of several peoples of Nepal noted for their military prowess.




2.
 
a member of units of the British army established specifically for Nepalese recruits in the mid 19th century.











– origin

 name of a locality, from Sanskrit 
gorakṣa

 ‘cowherd’ (from 
go

 ‘cow’ + 
rakṣ-

 ‘protect’), used as an epithet of their patron deity.





Gurmukhi

 
/ˈɡo͝orməˌkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the script used by Sikhs for writing Punjabi.




2.
 
the Punjabi language as written in Gurmukhi.











– origin

 Punjabi, from Sanskrit 
guru

 (see guru
 ) + 
mukha

 ‘mouth.’





gurn

 
/ɡərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 make a grotesque face


(as 
noun

 
gurning

 )


•
 
gurning is one of the fair's most popular competitions.














II.
 
derivatives





gurner






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: dialect variant of grin
 .





gurnard

 
/ˈɡərnərd/





I.
 
noun




a bottom-dwelling fish of coastal waters, with a heavily boned head and three fingerlike pectoral rays, which it uses for searching for food and for walking on the seabed.

[Family 
Triglidae

 : several genera and many species, including the common European 
Eutrigla gurnardus

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gornart

 , from 
grondir

 ‘to grunt,’ from Latin 
grundire

 , 
grunnire

 .





gurney

 
/ˈɡərnē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a wheeled stretcher used for transporting hospital patients.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: apparently named after J. T. 
Gurney

 of Boston, Massachusetts, patentee of a new cab design in 1883.





gurry

 
/ˈɡərē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 fish or whale offal.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






guru

 
/ˈɡo͝oro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Hinduism and Buddhism) a spiritual teacher, especially one who imparts initiation.




2.
 
each of the ten first leaders of the Sikh religion.




3.
 
an influential teacher or popular expert




•
 
a management guru.

















– origin

 from Hindi and Punjabi, from Sanskrit 
guru

 ‘weighty, grave’ (compare with Latin 
gravis

 ), hence ‘elder, teacher.’






Guru Granth Sahib






the principal sacred scripture of Sikhism. Originally compiled under the direction of Arjan Dev (1563–1606), the fifth Sikh guru, it contains hymns and religious poetry as well as the teachings of the first five gurus.

Also called Adi Granth
 .









gush

 
/ɡəSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a liquid) flow out in a rapid and plentiful stream, often suddenly




•
 
William watched the murky liquid 
gushing out






•
 


‹figurative›

 millions of dollars 
gushed out

 of that office.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send out in a rapid and plentiful stream.




3.
 
speak or write with effusiveness or exaggerated enthusiasm




•
 
a nice old lady reporter who covers the art openings and 
gushes about

 everything.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rapid and plentiful stream or burst.




2.
 
exaggerated effusiveness or enthusiasm.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably imitative.





gusher

 
/ˈɡəSHər/






noun



1.
 
an oil well from which oil flows profusely without being pumped.




2.
 
an effusive person




•
 
the earnest, ingratiating gusher of numerous television interviews.



















gushing

 
/ˈɡəSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of speech or writing) effusive or exaggeratedly enthusiastic




•
 
gushing praise.














II.
 
derivatives





gushingly






adverb





















gushy

 
/ˈɡəSHē/





I.
 
adjective




excessively effusive




•
 
her gushy manner.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gushily

 
/-SHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
gushiness






noun





















gusset

 
/ˈɡəsət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of material sewn into a garment to strengthen or enlarge a part of it, such as the collar of a shirt or the crotch of an undergarment.




2.
 
a bracket strengthening an angle of a structure.








II.
 
derivatives





gusseted






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gousset

 , diminutive of 
gousse

 ‘pod, shell,’ of unknown origin.





gussy

 
/ˌɡəsē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
gussy someone/something up

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make more attractive, especially in a showy or gimmicky way




•
 
shopkeepers gussied up their window displays.

















– origin

 1940s: perhaps from 
Gussie

 , nickname for the given name 
Augustus

 .





gust

 
/ɡəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief, strong rush of wind.




2.
 
a burst of something such as rain, sound, or emotion




•
 


gusts of

 rain lashed down the narrow alleys.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the wind) blow in gusts




•
 
the wind was gusting through the branches of the tree.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old Norse 
gustr

 , related to 
gjósa

 ‘to gush.’





gustation

 
/ɡəˈstāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the action or faculty of tasting.








II.
 
derivatives





gustative

 
/ˈɡəstədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
gustatio(n-)

 , from 
gustare

 ‘to taste,’ from 
gustus

 ‘taste.’





gustatory

 
/ˈɡəstəˌtôrē/






adjective






‹formal›

 concerned with tasting or the sense of taste




•
 
gustatory delights.



















Gustavus Adolphus

 
/ɡəˌstävəs əˈdôlfəs/






(1594–1632), king of Sweden 1611–32. His domestic reforms laid the foundation for the modern Swedish state.









gustnado

 
/ɡəstˈnādō/






noun




a strong whirlwind at the leading edge of a storm front or squall line.













gusto

 
/ˈɡəstō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
enjoyment or vigor in doing something; zest




•
 
she sang it with gusto.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a relish or liking




•
 
he had 
a

 particular 
gusto for

 those sort of performances.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 style of artistic execution.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
gustus

 ‘taste.’





gusty

 
/ˈɡəstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or blowing in gusts




•
 
a gusty morning.










2.
 
having or showing gusto




•
 
gusty female vocals.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gustily

 
/ˈɡəstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
gustiness






noun





















gut

 
/ɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
guts

 )
 — the stomach or belly




•
 
a painful stabbing feeling in his gut.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 the lower alimentary canal or a part of this; the intestine




•
 
microbes which naturally live in the human gut.










3.
 
(
guts

 )
 — entrails that have been removed or exposed in violence or by a butcher.




4.
 
(
guts

 )
 — the internal parts or essence of something




•
 
the guts of a modern computer.










5.
 
(
guts

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 personal courage and determination; toughness of character




•
 
she had both more brains and more guts than her husband




•
 
you just haven't got the guts to admit it.










6.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used in reference to a feeling or reaction based on an instinctive emotional response rather than considered thought




•
 
a gut feeling




•
 
I could feel it in my guts—he was out there, watching me.










7.
 
fiber made from the intestines of animals, used especially for violin or racket strings or for surgical use


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
gut strings.










8.
 
a narrow passage or strait.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take out the intestines and other internal organs of (a fish or other animal) before cooking it.




2.
 
remove or destroy completely the internal parts of (a building or other structure)




•
 
the fire gutted most of the factory.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 cause (someone) to feel extremely upset or disappointed




•
 
it guts me to think about what my mother and brother missed out on




•
 (as 
adj.

 
gutting

 )
 
she described the ruling as absolutely gutting.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bust a gut

 

‹informal›






a.
 
make a strenuous effort




•
 
a problem which nobody is going to bust a gut trying to solve.










b.
 
laugh very heartily




•
 
his facial expressions and ad libs were enough to get audiences to bust a gut.















2.
 
—— one's guts out






used to indicate that the specified action is done or performed as hard as possible




•
 
he ran his guts out and finished fourth.















3.
 
hate someone's guts








‹informal›

 feel a strong hatred for someone.















– origin

 Old English 
guttas

 (plural), probably related to 
gēotan

 ‘pour.’





gutbucket

 
/ˈɡətˌbəkət/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of jazz or blues) raw and spirited in style




•
 
his gutbucket guitar solos.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from the earlier denotation of a one-stringed plucked instrument, with reference to its construction, or referring to the bucket that caught 
gutterings

 (streams of liquid) from beer barrels in low-class saloons where such music was played.





gut check






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an evaluation or test of a person's resolve, commitment, or priorities, typically with respect to a particular course of action




•
 
it was time for a gut check after all the professional advice




•
 
the gut check came when he found himself facing a tiebreaker in the third set.



















gut-churning






adjective






‹informal›

 causing a feeling of nausea or disgust




•
 
spectacular drama and gut-churning tension




•
 
gut-churning violence.



















gut course






noun






‹informal›

 a college or university course requiring little work or intellectual ability.













Gutenberg, Johannes

 
/ˈɡo͞otnˌbərɡ/






(
c.

 1400–68), German printer. He was the first in the West to print by using movable type and to use a press. By 
c.

 1455, he had produced what later became known as the Gutenberg Bible.









Gutenberg Bible






noun




the edition of the Bible (Vulgate version) completed by Johannes Gutenberg in about 1455 in Mainz, Germany. It is the first complete book extant in the West and is also the earliest to be printed from movable type.













gut flora






plural noun




another term for intestinal flora
 .













gutful

 
/ˈɡətfəl /

 

‹informal›







noun




another term for bellyful
 .













Guthrie, Woody

 
/ˈɡəTHrē/






(1912–1967), US folk singer and songwriter; full name 
Woodrow Wilson Guthrie

 . Social injustice and the hardships of the Depression inspired many of his songs, including 
"This Land Is Your Land"

 (1940) and 
"Deportee"

 (1948). His son 
Arlo

 (1947–), also a folk singer and songwriter, is best known for his talking blues song 
"Alice's Restaurant Massacree"

 (1967).









Guthrie test





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a routine blood test carried out on babies a few days after birth to detect the condition phenylketonuria.











– origin

 named after Robert 
Guthrie

 (born 1916), American microbiologist.





gutless

 
/ˈɡətləs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 lacking courage or determination.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gutlessly






adverb













2.
 
gutlessness






noun





















gutsy

 
/ˈɡətsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 showing courage, determination, and spirit




•
 
she gave a gutsy performance in the tennis tournament.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of food or drink) strongly flavorsome




•
 
a smooth Bordeaux that is gutsy enough to accompany steak.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gutsily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
gutsiness






noun





















gutta-percha

 
/ˌɡədəˈpərCHə/





I.
 
noun




a hard, tough thermoplastic substance that is the coagulated latex of certain Malaysian trees. It consists chiefly of a hydrocarbon isomeric with rubber and is now used chiefly in dentistry and for electrical insulation.

[This substance is obtained from trees of the genus 
Palaquium

 , family 
Sapotaceae

 , in particular 
P. gutta

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Malay 
getah perca

 , from 
getah

 ‘gum’ + 
perca

 ‘strips of cloth’ (which it resembles), altered by association with obsolete 
gutta

 ‘gum,’ from Latin 
gutta

 ‘a drop.’





guttate

 
/ˈɡədˌāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 having drops or droplike markings.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 in the form of or resembling drops.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
guttatus

 ‘speckled,’ from 
gutta

 ‘a drop.’





guttation

 
/ɡəˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the secretion of droplets of water from the pores of plants.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
gutta

 ‘drop’ + -ation
 .





gutter

 
/ˈɡədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shallow trough fixed beneath the edge of a roof for carrying off rainwater.




2.
 
a channel at the side of a street for carrying off rainwater.




3.
 
(
the gutter

 )
 — used to refer to a poor or squalid background or environment




•
 
only moneyed privilege had kept him out of the gutter.










4.
 


‹technical›

 a groove or channel for flowing liquid.




5.
 
a channel on either side of a lane in a bowling alley.




6.
 
the blank space between facing pages of a book or between adjacent columns of type or stamps in a sheet.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a candle or flame) flicker and burn unsteadily




•
 
the candles had almost 
guttered out

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 channel or furrow with something such as streams or tears




•
 
my cheeks are guttered with tears.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
gutter down

 )
 — stream down




•
 
the raindrops gutter down her visage.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gotiere

 , from Latin 
gutta

 ‘a drop’; the verb dates from late Middle English, originally meaning ‘cut grooves in’ and later (early 18th cent.) used of a candle that melts rapidly because it has become channeled on one side.





gutter ball






noun




(in tenpin bowling) a nonscoring ball that enters the gutter before reaching the pins.













guttering

 
/ˈɡədəriNG/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the gutters of a building.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 material used to make gutters.













gutter press

 
/ˈɡədər ˈˌpres/






noun

 — (
the gutter press

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 reporters or newspapers engaging in sensational journalism, especially accounts of the private lives of public figures.













guttersnipe

 
/ˈɡədərˌsnīp/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a scruffy and badly behaved child who spends most of their time on the street.













guttural

 
/ˈɡədərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a speech sound) produced in the throat; harsh-sounding.




2.
 
(of a manner of speech) characterized by the use of guttural sounds




•
 
his parents' guttural central European accent.














II.
 
noun




a guttural consonant (e.g., 
k

 , 
g

 ) or other speech sound.








III.
 
derivatives





gutturally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from medieval Latin 
gutturalis

 , from Latin 
guttur

 ‘throat.’





gutturalize

 
/ˈɡədərəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or pronounce in a harsh-sounding guttural manner.




2.
 
articulate (a speech sound) by moving the back of the tongue toward the velum.













gutty

 
/ˈɡədē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 gutsy.













gut-wrenching

 
//






adjective






‹informal›

 extremely unpleasant or upsetting




•
 
the film is a gut-wrenching portrait of domestic violence.



















guv

 
/ɡəv/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (as a form of address) sir




•
 
“Excuse me, guv,” he began.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of guv'nor
 .






guv'nor

 
/ˈɡəvnər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a man in a position of authority such as one's employer or father (often used as a term of address)




•
 
I had a lecture from 
the guv'nor

 .

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing a nonstandard or colloquial pronunciation.





Guwahati

 
/ˌɡouˈhädē/






an industrial city in northeastern India, in Assam, a port on the Brahmaputra River; pop. 997,700 (est. 2009).

Formerly called Gauhati.










guy1


 
/ɡī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a man




•
 
he's a nice guy.







[mid 19th cent.]




2.
 
(
guys

 )
 — people of either sex




•
 
you guys want some coffee?










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a figure representing Guy Fawkes, burned on a bonfire on Guy Fawkes' Night, and often displayed by children begging for money for fireworks.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make fun of; ridicule




•
 
he didn't realize I was guying the whole idea.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): named after 
Guy

 Fawkes (see Gunpowder Plot
 ) . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





guy2


 
/ɡī/





I.
 
noun




a rope or line fixed to the ground to secure a tent or other structure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure with a line or lines




•
 
it was set on concrete footings and guyed with steel cable.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Low German origin; related to Dutch 
gei

 ‘brail’ and German 
Geitaue

 ‘brails.’






Guyana

 
/ɡīˈänə ɡīˈanə/






I.

1.
 
a country on the northeastern coast of South America; pop. 752,900 (est. 2009); capital, Georgetown; languages, English (official), English Creole, and Hindi.

Official name Cooperative Republic of Guyana
 .





The Spanish explored the area in 1499, and the Dutch settled here in the 17th century. It was occupied by the British from 1796 and established, with adjacent areas, as the colony of British Guiana in 1831. In 1966, it became an independent state of the Commonwealth of Nations.







– origin

 from an American Indian word meaning ‘land of waters.’





Guyanese

 
/ɡīəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Guyana or its people




•
 
the Guyanese national team.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Guyana




•
 
ths place is celebrated in the minds of all Guyanese




•
 
the core of the social network of the Guyanese is the family.



















guyliner

 
/ˈɡīˌlīnər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 eyeliner that is worn by men




•
 
a glam rock singer with a banshee wail, guyliner, and black nail polish.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of guy
 1
 and eyeliner
 .





guyot

 
/ɡēˈō/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a seamount with a flat top.











– origin

 1940s: named after Arnold H. 
Guyot

 (1807–84), Swiss geographer.





guzzle

 
/ˈɡəzəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat or drink (something) greedily




•
 
we guzzle our beer and devour our pizza




•
 


‹figurative›

 this car guzzles gas.














II.
 
derivatives





guzzler

 
/ˈɡəz(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from Old French 
gosillier

 ‘chatter, vomit,’ from 
gosier

 ‘throat,’ from late Latin 
geusiae

 ‘cheeks.’






Gvozdena Vrata

 
/ˌɡvôzdənə ˈvrätə/






Serbian name for Iron Gate
 .









GVW






abbreviation






(US)

 gross vehicle weight.













GW






abbreviation




gigawatt.













Gwalior

 
/ˈɡwälēˌôr/






a city in central India, in a district of the same name in Madhya Pradesh; pop. 931,800 (est. 2009).









Gwyn, Nell

 
/ɡwin/






(1650–87), English actress; full name 
Eleanor Gwyn

 . A comedienne at London's Theatre Royal, she was a mistress of Charles II.









Gwynn, Tony






(1960–), US baseball player. An outfielder for the San Diego Padres 1982–2001, he is regarded as one of the best hitters of all time, having eight times led the National League in batting average. Baseball Hall of Fame (2007).









Gy






abbreviation






[Physics]

 gray(s).














Gyandzhe

 
/ɡyänˈjə/






Russian name for Gäncä
 .









gym

 
/jim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gymnasium.




2.
 
a membership organization that provides a range of facilities designed to improve and maintain physical fitness and health




•
 
we got guest passes to Suzanne's gym.










3.
 
physical education




•
 
I'm taking just one more semester of gym.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





gym.






abbreviation






[Sports]

 gymnastics.













gymkhana

 
/jimˈkänə/





I.
 
noun




a day event comprising races and other competitions between horse riders or car drivers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Urdu 
gendḵānah

 ‘racket court,’ from Hindi 
geṁd

 ‘ball’ + Persian 
ḵānah

 ‘house,’ altered by association with gymnastic
 .






gymnasium

 
/jimˈnāzēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building equipped for gymnastics, games, and other physical exercise.




2.
 

/ɡimˈnäzēˌo͝om /

 — a school in Germany, Scandinavia, or central Europe that prepares pupils for university entrance.








II.
 
derivatives





gymnasial

 
/-zēəl /






adjective





gymnasium
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
gumnasion

 , from 
gumnazein

 ‘exercise naked,’ from 
gumnos

 ‘naked.’





gymnast

 
/ˈjimˌnast/





I.
 
noun




a person trained in or skilled in gymnastics.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
gymnaste

 or Greek 
gumnastēs

 ‘trainer of athletes,’ from 
gumnazein

 ‘exercise naked’ (see gymnasium
 ).






gymnastic

 
/jimˈnastik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to gymnastics




•
 
a gymnastic display.














II.
 
derivatives





gymnastically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















gymnastics

 
/jimˈnastiks/






plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
exercises developing or displaying physical agility and coordination. The modern sport of gymnastics typically involves exercises on uneven bars, balance beam, floor, and vaulting horse (for women), and horizontal and parallel bars, rings, floor, and pommel horse (for men).




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — other physical or mental agility of a specified kind




•
 
these vocal gymnastics make the music unforgettable.



















gymno-





I.
 
combining form




bare; naked




•
 
gymnosophist




•
 
gymnosperm.

















– origin

 from Greek 
gumnos

 ‘naked.’





gymnosophist

 
/jimˈnäsəfəst/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient Indian sect that wore very little clothing and was given to asceticism and contemplation.








II.
 
derivatives





gymnosophy

 
/-fē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
gymnosophiste

 , via Latin from Greek 
gumnosophistai

 (plural), from 
gumnos

 ‘naked’ + 
sophistēs

 ‘teacher of philosophy, sophist’ (see sophist
 ).






gymnosperm

 
/ˈjimnəˌspərm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that has seeds unprotected by an ovary or fruit. Gymnosperms include the conifers, cycads, and ginkgo.

Compare with angiosperm
 . [Subdivision 
Gymnospermae

 , division 
Spermatophyta

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





gymnospermous

 
/ˌjimnəˈspərməs /






adjective






















gymnure

 
/ˈjimˌnyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




another term for moonrat
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Gymnura

 (former genus name), from Greek 
gumnos

 ‘naked’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





gyn.






abbreviation



1.
 
gynecological.




2.
 
gynecologist.




3.
 
gynecology.













gynaeco-

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
prefix




variant spelling of gyneco-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
gunē

 , 
gunaik-

 ‘woman, female.’





gynandromorph

 
/ɡīˈnandrəˌmôrf, jinˈan-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 an abnormal individual, especially an insect, having some male and some female characteristics.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gynandromorphic

 
/ɡīˌnandrəˈmôrfik, jinˌan- /






adjective













2.
 
gynandromorphy

 
/-fē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
gunandros

 ‘of doubtful sex’ (see gynandrous
 ) + 
morphē

 ‘form.’






gynandrous

 
/jiˈnandrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower) having stamens and pistil united in one column, as in orchids.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a person or animal) hermaphrodite.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
gunandros

 ‘of doubtful sex’ (from 
gunē

 ‘woman’ + 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man, male’) + -ous
 .






gynarchy

 
/ˈɡīˌnärkē, ˈjinˌär-/






noun




rule by women or a woman.














gyneco-






combining form




relating to women; female




•
 
gynecocracy




•
 
gynecophobia.



















gynecocracy

 
/ˌɡīnəˈkäkrəsē /

 


‹Brit.›

 gynaecocracy






noun




another term for gynarchy
 .













gynecoid

 
/ˈjiniˌkoid, ˈɡīni-, ˈjīni-/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of a woman




•
 
people with a pear-shaped figure—also known as the gynecoid pattern because it is more common in women—tend to carry extra weight on their thighs and buttocks.



















gynecol.






abbreviation



1.
 
gynecological.




2.
 
gynecology.













gynecological

 
/ˌɡīnəkəˈläjək(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 gynaecological
 , gynecologic





I.
 
adjective




relating to the branch of physiology and medicine which deals with the functions and diseases specific to women and girls, especially those affecting the reproductive system




•
 
women with gynecological problems




•
 
gynecological surgery.














II.
 
derivatives





gynecologically

 
/ˌɡīnəkəˈläjəklē /






adverb





















gynecologist

 
/ˌɡīnəˈkäləjəst /

 


‹Brit.›

 gynaecologist






noun




a physician or surgeon qualified to practice gynecology.













gynecology

 
/ˌɡīnəˈkäləjē /

 


‹Brit.›

 gynaecology





I.
 
noun




the branch of physiology and medicine that deals with the functions and diseases specific to women and girls, especially those affecting the reproductive system.








II.
 
derivatives





gynecologic

 
/ˌɡīnəkəˈläjək /






adjective





















gynecomastia

 
/ˌɡīnəkōˈmastēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 gynaecomastia






noun






[Medicine]

 enlargement of a man's breasts, usually due to hormone imbalance or hormone therapy.













gynecophobia

 
/ˌɡīnəkōˈfōbēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 gynaecophobia






noun




another term for gynophobia
 .













gynocentric

 
/ˌɡīnəˈsentrik/






adjective




centered on or concerned exclusively with women; taking a female (or specifically a feminist) point of view.













gynoecium

 
/jiˈnēSHēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the female part of a flower, consisting of one or more carpels.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
gunaikeion

 ‘women's apartments,’ from 
gunē

 , 
gunaik-

 ‘woman, female’ + 
oikos

 ‘house.’






gynophobia

 
/ˌɡīnəˈfōbēə, ˌjinə-/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of women or of the female.








II.
 
derivatives





gynophobic

 
/-bik /






adjective





















-gynous





I.
 
combining form






[Botany]

 having female organs or pistils of a specified kind or number




•
 
epigynous.

















– origin

 based on modern Latin 
-gynus

 (from Greek 
-gunos

 , from 
gunē

 ‘woman’) + -ous
 .





gyoza

 
/ˈɡyōzə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish consisting of wonton wrappers stuffed with pork and cabbage.











– origin

 Japanese 
gyōza

 , from Chinese (Shandong dialect) 
giaozi

 .





gyp1


 
/jip /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cheat or swindle (someone)




•
 
that's salesmanship, you have to 
gyp

 people 
into

 buying stuff they don't like.














II.
 
noun




an act of cheating; a swindle.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





gyp2


 
/jip/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a college servant at the Universities of Cambridge and Durham.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
gippo

 ‘menial kitchen servant,’ originally denoting a man's short tunic, from obsolete French 
jupeau

 .





gyp joint






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a business establishment, especially a store, that has a reputation for cheating customers by charging exorbitant prices for inferior goods or services




•
 
a 42nd Street gyp joint.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a gambling establishment in which the games are run dishonestly.













gyppo

 
/ˈjipō/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a gypsy.













gypsophila

 
/jipˈsäfələ/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Gypsophila

 in the pink family, especially (in gardening) baby's breath.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
gupsos

 ‘chalk, gypsum’ + 
philos

 ‘loving.’






gypsum

 
/ˈjipsəm/





I.
 
noun




a soft white or gray mineral consisting of hydrated calcium sulfate. It occurs chiefly in sedimentary deposits and is used to make plaster of Paris and fertilizers, and in the building industry.








II.
 
derivatives





gypsiferous

 
/jipˈsif(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
gupsos

 .





gypsum board






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for plasterboard
 .













gypsy

 
/ˈjipsē /

 
gipsy





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
Gypsy

 )
 — a member of a traveling people traditionally living by itinerant trade and fortune telling. Gypsies speak a language (Romany) that is related to Hindi and are believed to have originated in South Asia.




2.
 
the language of the gypsies; Romany.




3.
 
a nomadic or free-spirited person.








II.
 
adjective




(of a business or business person) nonunion or unlicensed




•
 
gypsy trucking firms.














III.
 
derivatives





gypsyish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: originally 
gipcyan

 , short for Egyptian
 (because Gypsies were popularly supposed to have come from Egypt).





gypsy cab






noun






(US)

 a taxi that is licensed only to respond to telephone calls, typically one that nevertheless cruises for prospective fares




•
 
despite a degree he's driving a gypsy cab.



















gypsy moth

 
/ˈjipsē ˌmôTH ˈjipsē ˌmäTH/






noun




a tussock moth having a brown male and larger white female. The caterpillar can be a serious pest of orchards and woodland.

[
Lymantria dispar

 , family 
Lymantriidae

 .]













gyral

 
/ˈjīrəl/






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 of or relating to a gyrus or gyri.














gyrate

 
/ˈjīrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move in a circle or spiral, especially quickly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their wings gyrate through the water like paddle wheels.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — dance in a wild or suggestive manner




•
 
strippers gyrated to rock music on a low stage.














II.
 
derivatives





gyrator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: earlier (early 17th cent.) as 
gyration

 , from Latin 
gyrat-

 ‘revolved,’ from the verb 
gyrare

 , from Greek 
guros

 ‘a ring.’





gyration

 
/ˌjīˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun

 — (usu. 
gyrations

 )


1.
 
a rapid movement in a circle or spiral; a whirling motion




•
 
the gyrations of the dancers' arms and legs.



















gyratory

 
/ˈjīrəˌtôrē/






adjective




of or involving circular or spiral motion.













gyre

 
/ˈjī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 whirl; gyrate




•
 
a swarm of ghosts gyred around him.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiral; a vortex.




2.
 


[Geography]

 a circular pattern of currents in an ocean basin




•
 
the central North Pacific gyre.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘whirl (someone or something) around’): from late Latin 
gyrare

 , from Latin 
gyrus

 ‘a ring,’ from Greek 
guros

 . The noun is from Latin 
gyrus

 .





gyrfalcon

 
/ˈjərˌfalkən/





I.
 
noun




the largest falcon, found in arctic regions and occurring in several color forms, one of which is mainly white.

[
Falco rusticolus

 , family 
Falconidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gerfaucon

 , of Germanic origin. The first element is probably related to Old High German 
gēr

 ‘spear’; the spelling 
gyr-

 arose from a mistaken idea that the bird's name came from Latin 
gyrare

 ‘revolve.’





gyri

 
/ˈjīrī/






plural form of gyrus
 .









gyro1


 
/ˈjīrō/






noun




short for gyroscope
 or gyrocompass
 .













gyro2


 
/ˈyērō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sandwich made with slices of spiced meat cooked on a spit, served with salad in pita bread.











– origin

 1970s: from modern Greek 
guros

 ‘turning.’






gyro-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to rotation




•
 
gyromagnetic.










2.
 
gyroscopic




•
 
gyrostabilizer.

















– origin

 from Greek 
guros

 ‘a ring.’






gyrocompass

 
/ˈjīrōˌkəmpəs/






noun




a nonmagnetic compass in which the direction of true north is maintained by a continuously driven gyroscope whose axis is parallel to the earth's axis of rotation.













gyrocopter

 
/ˈjīrəˌkäptər/





I.
 
noun




a small, light single-seater autogiro.











– origin

 from gyro-
 ‘relating to rotation,’ on the pattern of 
helicopter

 .





gyromagnetic

 
/ˌjīrōmaɡˈnedik/






adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to the magnetic and mechanical properties of a rotating charged particle.




2.
 
(of a compass) combining a gyroscope and a normal magnetic compass.














gyron

 
/ˈjīrən/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a triangular ordinary formed by two lines from the edge of the shield meeting at the fess point at 45 degrees.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
giron

 ‘gusset.’





gyronny

 
/jīˈränē/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of a shield) divided into eight gyrons by straight lines all crossing at the fess point.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
gironné

 , from 
giron

 (see gyron
 ).





gyropilot

 
/ˈjīrəˌpīlət/






noun




a gyrocompass used to provide automatic steering for a ship or aircraft.













gyroplane

 
/ˈjīrəˌplān/






noun




an autogiro or similar aircraft.














gyroscope

 
/ˈjīrəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a device consisting of a wheel or disk mounted so that it can spin rapidly about an axis that is itself free to alter in direction. The orientation of the axis is not affected by tilting of the mounting; so gyroscopes can be used to provide stability or maintain a reference direction in navigation systems, automatic pilots, and stabilizers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
gyroscopic

 
/ˌjīrəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
gyroscopically

 
/ˌjīrəˈskäpik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
guros

 ‘a ring’ + modern Latin 
scopium

 (see -scope
 ).





gyrostabilized

 
/ˌjīrōˈstābəlīzd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a vessel) stabilized by a gyrostabilizer.




2.
 
(of cameras, binoculars, and other optical devices) capable of securing a steady view by means of an electronic device that corrects for movement.













gyrostabilizer

 
/ˌjīrōˈstābəˌlīzər/






noun




a gyroscopic device for maintaining the equilibrium of something such as a ship, aircraft, or platform.














gyrus

 
/ˈjīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a ridge or fold between two clefts on the cerebral surface in the brain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
guros

 ‘a ring.’





GySgt






abbreviation




gunnery sergeant.













gyttja

 
/ˈyiˌCHä/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 sediment rich in organic matter deposited at the bottom of a eutrophic lake.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Swedish, literally ‘mud, ooze.’






Gyumri

 
/ˈɡyo͝omrē/






an industrial city in northwestern Armenia, close to the border with Turkey; pop. 147,000 (est. 2008). The city was destroyed by an earthquake in 1926 and again in 1988. It was formerly called Aleksandropol (1840–1924) and Leninakan (1924–91).

Russian name Kumayri
 .









gyve

 
/jīv/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
gyves

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 a fetter or shackle.








II.
 
derivatives





gyved






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





GZ






abbreviation




Ground Zero.













h

 
/āCH/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(in measuring the height of horses) hand(s).




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) hecto-




•
 
wine production reached 624,000 hl last year.










3.
 
horse.




4.
 
(especially with reference to water) hot




•
 
nine rooms, all with h & c.










5.
 
hour(s)




•
 
breakfast at 0700 h.














II.
 
symbol






[Physics]

 Planck's constant.













H1


 
/āCH /

 
h






noun



1.
 
the eighth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after G in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(
h

 )
 — 

[Chess]

 denoting the file on the right-hand edge of the board, as viewed from White's side.




4.
 
(
H

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital H.




5.
 
(
H

 )
 — 

[Music]

 (in the German system) the note B natural.














H2


 
/āCH/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
hard (used in describing grades of pencil lead)




•
 
a 2H pencil.










2.
 
height (in giving the dimensions of an object).




3.
 


[Physics]

 henry(s).




4.
 


‹informal›

 heroin.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 enthalpy.




2.
 
the chemical element hydrogen.




3.
 


[Physics]

 magnetic field strength.














ha1


 
/hä /

 
hah





I.
 
exclamation




used to express surprise, suspicion, triumph, or some other emotion.











– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in Middle English.





ha2


 
/hä/






abbreviation




hectare(s).













Haarlem

 
/ˈhärləm/






a city in western Netherlands, near Amsterdam; pop. 147,640 (2008). It is the commercial center of the Dutch bulb industry.









Hab.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Habakkuk.













Habakkuk

 
/ˈhabəˌko͝ok, həˈbakək/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet, probably of the 7th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Habakkuk.









habanera

 
/ˌhäbəˈne(ə)rə, -ˈny(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun




a Cuban dance in slow duple time.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish, short for 
danza habanera

 ‘dance of Havana.’






Habanero

 
/ˌhäbəˈne(ə)rō, -ˈnye(ə)rō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small chili pepper that is the hottest variety available.

Also called Scotch bonnet
 .











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘of Havana.’





habeas corpus

 
/ˌhābēəs ˈkôrpəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a writ requiring a person under arrest to be brought before a judge or into court, especially to secure the person's release unless lawful grounds are shown for their detention.




2.
 


[Law]

 the legal right to apply for a habeas corpus.











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, literally ‘you shall have the body (in court).’





habendum

 
/həˈbendəm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the part of a deed or conveyance that states the estate or quantity of interest to be granted, e.g., the term of a lease.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘(that is) to be had.’





haberdasher

 
/ˈhabərˌdaSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dealer in men's clothing.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a dealer in goods for dressmaking and sewing.











– origin

 Middle English: probably based on Anglo-Norman French 
hapertas

 , perhaps the name of a fabric, of unknown origin. In early use the term denoted a dealer in a variety of household goods, later also specifically a hatter. Current senses date from the early 17th cent.





haberdashery

 
/ˈhabərˌdaSHərē/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the goods and wares sold by a haberdasher.




2.
 
the shop of a haberdasher.













habergeon

 
/ˈhabərjən həˈbərj(ē)ən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a sleeveless coat of mail or scale armor.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
haubergeon

 , from 
hauberc

 (see hauberk
 ), originally denoting a garment protecting the neck; compare with Dutch 
halsberg

 .





Haber process

 
/ˈhäbər ˌpräses /

 
Haber–Bosch process





I.
 
noun




an industrial process for producing ammonia from nitrogen and hydrogen, using an iron catalyst at high temperature and pressure.











– origin

 named after Fritz 
Haber

 (1868–1934) and Carl 
Bosch

 (1874–1940), German chemists.





habile

 
/ˈhabəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 deft; skillful.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of able
 . The spelling change in the 16th and 17th centuries was due to association with French 
habile

 and Latin 
habilis

 .





habiliment

 
/həˈbiləmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
habiliments

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 clothing.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘outfit, attire’): from Old French 
habillement

 , from 
habiller

 ‘fit out,’ from Latin 
habilis

 (see able
 ).






habilitate

 
/həˈbiləˌtāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fit out the workings of (a mine).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — qualify for office, especially as a teacher in a German university.








II.
 
derivatives





habilitation

 
/həˌbiləˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
habilitat-

 ‘made able,’ from the verb 
habilitare

 , from 
habilitas

 (see ability
 ).






habit

 
/ˈhabət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a settled or regular tendency or practice, especially one that is hard to give up




•
 
this can develop into 
a bad habit






•
 
we stayed together 
out of habit

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 an addictive practice, especially one of taking drugs




•
 
a cocaine habit.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 an automatic reaction to a specific situation.




4.
 
general shape or mode of growth, especially of a plant or a mineral




•
 
a shrub of spreading habit.










5.
 
a long, loose garment worn by a member of a religious order or congregation.




6.
 
short for riding habit
 .




7.
 


‹archaic›

 dress; attire.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 a person's bodily condition or constitution




•
 
a victim to a consumptive habit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be habited

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 dress; clothe




•
 
a boy habited as a serving lad.














III.
 
phrases



kick) the habit ">
break ( kick) the habit






stop engaging in a habitual practice.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
abit

 , 
habit

 , from Latin 
habitus

 ‘condition, appearance,’ from 
habere

 ‘have, consist of.’ The term originally meant ‘dress, attire,’ later coming to denote physical or mental constitution.






habitable

 
/ˈhabədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




suitable or good enough to live in.








II.
 
derivatives





habitability

 
/ˌhabədəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
habitabilis

 , from 
habitare

 ‘possess, inhabit.’





habitant





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/abiˈtän /
 [often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an early French settler in Canada (especially Quebec) or Louisiana




•
 
the habitant farmhouses of old Quebec.










2.
 

/ˈhabədənt /

 — 

‹archaic›

 an inhabitant.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, from 
habiter

 , from Latin 
habitare

 ‘inhabit.’





habitat

 
/ˈhabəˌtat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism




•
 
wild chimps in their natural habitat.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's usual or preferred surroundings.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘it dwells,’ from 
habitare

 (see habitable
 ).





habitation

 
/ˌhabəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or process of living in a particular place




•
 
signs of human habitation.










2.
 


‹formal›

 a place in which to live; a house or home.








II.
 
derivatives





habitative

 
/ˈhabitəˌtiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
habitatio(n-)

 , from 
habitare

 ‘inhabit.’





habit-forming

 
/ˈhabət ˌfôrmiNG/






adjective




(of a drug or activity) addictive.













habitual

 
/həˈbiCH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or doing constantly or as a habit




•
 
a habitual late sleeper




•
 
this pattern of behavior can become habitual.










2.
 
regular; usual




•
 
his habitual dress.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘part of one's character’): from medieval Latin 
habitualis

 , from 
habitus

 ‘condition, appearance’ (see habit
 ).





habitually

 
/həˈbiCH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




by way of habit; customarily




•
 
he habitually carried a pocketknife




•
 
does he lie habitually?




















habituate

 
/həˈbiCHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb




make or become accustomed or used to something


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she had habituated the chimps to humans.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
habituat-

 ‘accustomed,’ from the verb 
habituare

 , from 
habitus

 (see habit
 ).





habituation

 
/həˌbiCHəˈwāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of habituating or the condition of being habituated.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 the diminishing of a physiological or emotional response to a frequently repeated stimulus.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘formation of habit’): from French or from Latin 
habitatio(n)-

 , from late Latin 
habituare

 (see habituate
 ).





habitude

 
/ˈhabəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a habitual tendency or way of behaving.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
habitudo

 , from 
habere

 ‘have’ (compare with habit
 ).





habitué

 
/həˈbiCHəˌwā/





I.
 
noun




a resident of or frequent visitor to a particular place




•
 
his uncle was a habitué of the French theater.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘accustomed,’ past participle of 
habituer

 .





habitus

 
/ˈhabədəs/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Psychology]

 general constitution, especially bodily build.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin.





haboob

 
/həˈbo͞ob/





I.
 
noun




a violent and oppressive wind blowing in summer, especially in Sudan, bringing sand from the desert.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Arabic 
habūb

 ‘blowing furiously.’





Habsburg

 
/ˈhapsbərɡ /

 
Hapsburg





I.
 
one of the principal dynasties of central Europe from medieval to modern times.





The family established a hereditary monarchy in Austria in 1282 and secured the title of Holy Roman Emperor from 1452. Austrian and Spanish branches were created when Charles divided the territories between his son Philip II and his brother Ferdinand; the Habsburgs ruled Spain 1504–1700, while Habsburg rule in Austria ended with the collapse of Austria–Hungary in 1918.





háček

 
/ˈhaˌCHek, ˈhäCHek/





I.
 
noun




a diacritic mark (ˇ) placed over a letter to indicate modification of the sound in Slavic and other languages.











– origin

 Czech, diminutive of 
hák

 ‘hook.’





hacendado

 
/ˌäsenˈdädō /

 
haciendado





I.
 
noun




the owner of a hacienda.











– origin

 Spanish.





Hachioji

 
/ˌhäCHēˈōjē/






an industrial city in east central Japan, on east central Honshu Island, west of Tokyo, noted for silk-weaving; pop. 543,737 (2008).









hachures

 
/haˈSHo͝orz ˈhaSHərz/





I.
 
plural noun




short parallel lines used in hill-shading on maps, their closeness indicating steepness of gradient.








II.
 
derivatives





hachured

 
/haˈSHo͝ord, ˈhaSHərd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
hacher

 (see hatch
 3
 ).






hacienda

 
/ˌhäsēˈendə/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a large estate or plantation with a dwelling house.











– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
facienda

 ‘things to be done,’ from 
facere

 ‘make, do’ (see fazenda
 ).






hack1


 
/hak/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut with rough or heavy blows




•
 


hack off

 the dead branches




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a fishmonger 
hacked at

 it with a cleaver.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use a computer to gain unauthorized access to data in a system




•
 
they 
hacked into

 a bank's computer.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — gain unauthorized access to (data in a computer)




•
 
hacking private information from computers.










4.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
hack it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 manage; cope




•
 
lots of people leave because they 
can't hack it

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough cut, blow, or stroke




•
 
he was sure one of us was going to take a hack at him.










2.
 
(in sports) a kick or hit inflicted on another player.




3.
 
a cut or gash.




4.
 
a tool for rough striking or cutting, e.g., a mattock or a miner's pick.




5.
 


‹informal›

 an act of computer hacking.




6.
 
a piece of computer code providing a quick or inelegant solution to a particular problem




•
 
this hack doesn't work on machines that have a firewall.














III.
 
phrases





hacking cough






a short, dry, frequent cough.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hack around








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 pass one's time idly or with no definite purpose.









2.
 
hack someone off








‹informal›

 annoy or infuriate someone.















– origin

 Old English 
haccian

 ‘cut in pieces’; related to Dutch 
hakken

 and German 
hacken

 .





hack2


 
/hak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a writer or journalist producing dull, unoriginal work


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a hack scriptwriter.










2.
 
a person who does dull routine work.




3.
 
a horse for ordinary riding.




4.
 
a good-quality lightweight riding horse, especially one used in the show ring.




5.
 
a ride on a horse.




6.
 
an inferior or worn-out horse.




7.
 
a horse rented out for riding.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a taxicab.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
hacking

 )


1.
 
ride a horse for pleasure or exercise.








III.
 
derivatives





hackery

 
/ˈhakərē /






noun





hack
 2
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): abbreviation of hackney
 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 17th cent.





hack3


 
/hak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Falconry]

 a board on which a hawk's meat is laid.




2.
 
a wooden frame for drying bricks, cheeses, etc.




3.
 
a pile of bricks stacked up to dry before firing.








II.
 
phrases





at hack






(of a young hawk) given partial liberty but not yet allowed to hunt for itself.















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the lower half of a divided door): variant of hatch
 1
 .





hackable

 
/ˈhakəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(in computing contexts) capable of being hacked




•
 
poorly chosen passwords, user names, and security questions can make accounts hackable.














II.
 
derivatives





hackability






noun





















hackamore

 
/ˈhakəˌmôr/





I.
 
noun




a bridle without a bit, operating by exerting pressure on the horse's nose.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Spanish 
jaquima

 , earlier 
xaquima

 ‘halter.’





hackathon

 
/ˈhakəˌTHän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an event, typically lasting several days, in which a large number of people meet to engage in collaborative computer programming




•
 
a series of 48-hour hackathons to build new web and mobile services.

















– origin

 1990s: from hack
 1
 , on the pattern of marathon
 .





hackberry

 
/ˈhakˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree of the elm family that has leaves resembling those of nettles, found in both tropical and temperate regions.

See also nettle tree
 . [Genus 
Celtis

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
North American hackberry

 (
C. occidentalis

 ), which bears edible purple berries and whose bark becomes ridged and covered with warty knobs.]




2.
 
the berry of the hackberry tree.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: variant of northern English dialect 
hagberry

 , of Scandinavian origin.





Hackensack

 
/ˈhakənˌsak/






a city in northeastern New Jersey, east of Paterson; pop. 42,804 (est. 2008).









hacker

 
/ˈhakər/






noun



1.
 
a person who uses computers to gain unauthorized access to data.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an enthusiastic and skillful computer programmer or user.




3.
 
a person or thing that hacks or cuts roughly.













hackerspace

 
/ˈhakərˌspās/






noun




a place in which people with an interest in computing or technology can gather to work on projects while sharing ideas, equipment, and knowledge




•
 
we've seen some folks at our local hackerspace try to patch into the remote control itself.



















hackette

 
/haˈket/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a female journalist.













hacking jacket

 
/hakiNG ˈjakət/






noun




a riding jacket, often tweed, with a tight waist, flared skirt, slits at the side or back, and slanted pockets with flaps.














hackle

 
/ˈhak(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
hackles

 )
 — erectile hairs along the back of a dog or other animal that rise when it is angry or alarmed.




2.
 
(often 
hackles

 )
 — a long, narrow feather on the neck or saddle of a domestic rooster or other bird.




3.
 


[Fishing]

 a feather wound around a fishing fly so that its filaments are splayed out.




4.
 
fly-fishing feathers collectively.




5.
 
a bunch of feathers in a military headdress.




6.
 
a steel comb for separating flax fibers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress or comb with a hackle.








III.
 
phrases





make someone's hackles rise






make someone angry or indignant.















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): variant of hatchel
 .





Hackman, Gene

 
/ˈhakmən/






(1930–) US actor; full name 
Eugene Allen Hackman

 . His notable movies include 
The French Connection

 (1971), 
Superman

 (1978), 
Mississippi Burning

 (1988), and 
Unforgiven

 (1992).









hackmatack

 
/ˈhakməˌtak/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of North American coniferous trees, in particular the tamarack.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from Western Abnaki 
akemantak

 ‘snowshoe-conifer.’






hackney

 
/ˈhaknē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a horse or pony of a light breed with a high-stepping trot, used in harness.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 a horse-drawn vehicle kept for hire




•
 
a hackney coach.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from 
Hackney

 in East London, England, where horses were pastured. The term originally denoted an ordinary riding horse (as opposed to a warhorse or draft horse), especially one available for hire: hence 
hackney carriage

 or 
coach

 , and the verb 
hackney

 meaning ‘use (a horse) for general purposes,’ later ‘make commonplace by overuse’ (see hackneyed
 ).





hackney carriage






noun






(Brit.)

 a taxicab.














hackneyed

 
/ˈhaknēd/






adjective




(of a phrase or idea) lacking significance through having been overused; unoriginal and trite




•
 
hackneyed old sayings.



















hacksaw

 
/ˈhakˌsô/





I.
 
noun




a saw with a narrow fine-toothed blade set in a frame, used especially for cutting metal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something) using a hacksaw.













hacktivist

 
/ˈhaktəvəst/





I.
 
noun




a computer hacker whose activity is aimed at promoting a social or political cause.








II.
 
derivatives





hacktivism

 
/-ˌvizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1990s: blend of 
hacker

 and 
activist

 .





hacky

 
/ˈhakē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 lacking originality; hackneyed




•
 
we already know what those hacky punchlines are going to be




•
 
knee-jerk, hacky journalism.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a piece of computer code) providing a clumsy or inelegant solution to a particular problem




•
 
I realize this is a hacky workaround but I don't have time to investigate a more solid fix.



















hadada

 
/ˈhädəˌdä /

 
hadada ibis





I.
 
noun




a large gray-brown African ibis with iridescent patches on the wings and a loud, harsh call.

[
Bostrychia hagedash

 , family 
Threskiornithidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative of its call.





hadal

 
/ˈhādl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the zone of the sea greater than approximately 20,000 feet (6,000 m) in depth (chiefly oceanic trenches).











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Hades
 + -al
 .





hadda

 
/ˈhadə /

 

‹informal›







contraction




had to.













haddock

 
/ˈhadək/





I.
 
noun




a silvery-gray bottom-dwelling fish of North Atlantic coastal waters, related to the cod. It is popular as a food fish and is of great commercial value.

[
Melanogrammus aeglefinus

 , family 
Gadidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
hadoc

 , from Old French 
hadot

 , of unknown origin.





hade

 
/hād /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
noun




the inclination of a mineral vein or fault from the vertical.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a shaft, vein, or fault) incline from the vertical




•
 
it was hading eighteen inches for every fathom in depth.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps a dialect form of the verb head
 .






Hades

 
/ˈhādēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the underworld; the abode of the spirits of the dead.




II.
 
the god of the underworld, one of the sons of Cronus.

Roman equivalent Pluto
 .




III.
 
derivatives





Hadean

 
/ˈhādēən /






adjective



















– origin

 from Greek 
Haidēs

 , of unknown origin.






Hadith

 
/həˈdēTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of traditions containing sayings of the prophet Muhammad that, with accounts of his daily practice (the Sunna), constitute the major source of guidance for Muslims apart from the Koran.




2.
 
one of the sayings from the Hadith.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ḥadīṯ

 ‘tradition.’





Hadley cell

 
/ˈhadlē ˌsel/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a large-scale atmospheric convection cell in which air rises at the equator and sinks at medium latitudes, typically about 30° north or south.











– origin

 1950s: named after George 
Hadley

 (1685–1768), English scientific writer.





hadn't

 
/ˈhadnt/






contraction




had not.













Hadrian

 
/ˈhādrēən/






(
AD

 76–138), Roman emperor 117–138; full name 
Publius Aelius Hadrianus

 . The adopted successor of Trajan, he toured the provinces of the empire and secured the frontiers.









Hadrian's Wall

 
/ˌhādrēənz ˈwôl/






a Roman defensive wall across northern England, stretching from the Solway Firth in the west to the mouth of the Tyne River in the east (about 74 miles; 120 km). It was begun in 
AD

 122, after the emperor Hadrian's visit, to defend the province of Britain against invasions by tribes from the north.









hadron

 
/ˈhadˌrän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle of a type including the baryons and mesons that can take part in the strong interaction.








II.
 
derivatives





hadronic

 
/hadˈränik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
hadros

 ‘bulky’ + -on
 .






hadrosaur

 
/ˈhadrəˌsôr /

 
hadrosaurus





I.
 
noun




a large, herbivorous, mainly bipedal dinosaur of the middle to late Cretaceous period, with jaws flattened like the bill of a duck.

Also called duck-billed dinosaur
 . [Family 
Hadrosauridae

 , infraorder 
Ornithopoda

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





hadrosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Hadrosaurus

 (genus name), from Greek 
hadros

 ‘thick, stout’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





hadst

 
/hadst hədst/






archaic second person singular past of have
 .









haecceity

 
/hakˈsēədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 that property or quality of a thing by virtue of which it is unique or describable as “this (one).”




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the property of being a unique and individual thing.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
haecceitas

 , from Latin 
haec

 , feminine of 
hic

 ‘this.’





Haeckel, Ernst Heinrich

 
/ˈhekəl/






(1834–1919), German biologist and philosopher. He popularized Darwin's theories and saw evolution as providing a framework for describing the world, with the German Empire representing the highest evolved form of a civilized nation.









Haeju

 
/ˌhīˈjo͞o/






an industrial port city in southwestern North Korea, on the Yellow Sea; pop. 228,400 (est. 2009).









hafiz

 
/ˈhäfiz/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim who knows the Koran by heart.











– origin

 Persian, from Arabic 
ḥāfiẓ

 ‘guardian,’ from 
ḥāfiẓa

 ‘guard, know by heart.’





hafnium

 
/ˈhafnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Hf

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 72, a hard silver-gray metal of the transition series, resembling and often occurring with zirconium.











– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from 
Hafnia

 , Latinized form of Danish 
Havn

 , former name of Copenhagen.





haft

 
/haft/





I.
 
noun




the handle of a knife, ax, or spear.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
hafted

 )


1.
 
provide (a blade, ax head, or spearhead) with a haft.











– origin

 Old English 
hæft

 , of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
heft

 , 
hecht

 and German 
Heft

 , also to heave
 .





Haftorah

 
/ˌhäftäˈrä, häfˈtôrə /

 
Haphtarah
 , Haphtorah





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 a short reading from the Prophets that follows the reading from the Law in a synagogue.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
hap̱ṭārāh

 ‘dismissal.’






hag1


 
/haɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a witch, especially one in the form of an ugly old woman (often used as a term of disparagement for a woman)




•
 
a fat 
old hag

 in a dirty apron.










2.
 
short for hagfish
 .








II.
 
derivatives





haggish

 
/ˈhaɡiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old English 
hægtesse

 , 
hegtes

 , related to Dutch 
heks

 and German 
Hexe

 ‘witch,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





hag2


 
/haɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
peat hag

 )
 — 

(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 an overhang of peat.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a soft place on a moor or a firm place in a bog.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a gap in a cliff): from Old Norse 
hǫgg

 ‘gap,’ from 
hǫggva

 ‘hack, hew.’





Hag.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Haggai.













Hagar

 
/ˈhāɡər/






(in the Bible and in Islamic tradition) the mother of Ishmael (Ismail), son of Abraham.









Hagen

 
/ˈhäɡən/






an industrial city in northwestern Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 195,700 (est. 2006).









Hagerstown

 
/ˈhāɡərzˌtoun/






a city in northwestern Maryland; pop. 39,728 (est. 2008).










hagfish

 
/ˈhaɡˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a primitive jawless marine vertebrate distantly related to the lampreys, with a slimy eellike body, a slitlike mouth surrounded by barbels, and a rasping tongue used for feeding on dead or dying fish.

[Class 
Myxini

 and family 
Myxinidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Myxine

 , and numerous species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from hag
 1
 + fish
 1
 .





Haggadah

 
/häɡäˈdä, həˈɡädə /

 
Aggadah





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 the text recited at the Seder on the first two nights of the Jewish Passover, including a narrative of the Exodus.




2.
 


[Judaism]

 a legend, parable, or anecdote used to illustrate a point of the Law in the Talmud.




3.
 


[Judaism]

 the (nonlegal) narrative element of the Talmud.

Compare with Halacha
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Haggadic

 
/həˈɡädik /






adjective













2.
 
Haggadist

 
/həˈɡädist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Hebrew 
Haggāḏāh

 ‘tale, parable,’ from 
higgīḏ

 ‘tell, expound.’





Haggai

 
/ˈhaɡēˌī, ˈhaɡī/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet of the 6th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing Haggai's prophecies of a glorious future in the Messianic age.










haggard

 
/ˈhaɡərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
looking exhausted and unwell, especially from fatigue, worry, or suffering




•
 
I trailed on behind, haggard and disheveled.










2.
 
(of a hawk) caught for training as a wild adult of more than twelve months.

Compare with passage hawk
 .








II.
 
noun




a haggard hawk.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
haggardly

 
/ˈhaɡərdlē /






adverb













2.
 
haggardness

 
/ˈhaɡərdnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (used in falconry): from French 
hagard

 ; perhaps related to hedge
 ; later influenced by hag
 1
 .





haggis

 
/ˈhaɡəs/





I.
 
noun




a Scottish dish consisting of a sheep's or calf's offal mixed with suet, oatmeal, and seasoning and boiled in a bag, traditionally one made from the animal's stomach.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from earlier 
hag

 ‘hack, hew,’ from Old Norse 
hǫggva

 .






haggle

 
/ˈhaɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dispute or bargain persistently, especially over the cost of something




•
 
the two sides are 
haggling over

 television rights.














II.
 
noun




a period of persistent bargaining.








III.
 
derivatives





haggler

 
/ˈhaɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘hack, mangle’): from Old Norse 
hǫggva

 ‘hew.’





hagio-





I.
 
combining form




relating to saints or holiness




•
 
hagiographer.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hagios

 ‘holy.’





Hagiographa

 
/ˌhaɡēˈäɡrəfə, ˌhāɡē-/





I.
 
plural noun




the books of the Bible comprising the last of the three major divisions of the Hebrew scriptures, other than the Law and the Prophets. The books of the Hagiographa are: Ruth, Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations, Daniel, Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles.

Also called the Writings
 (see writing
 ).











– origin

 via late Latin from Greek.





hagiographer

 
/ˌhaɡēˈäɡrəfər ˌhāɡēˈäɡrəfər ˌhäɡēˈäɡrəfər/






noun



1.
 
a writer of the lives of the saints.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person who writes in an adulatory way about someone else, especially in a biography.




3.
 


[Theology]

 a writer of any of the Hagiographa.













hagiography

 
/ˌhaɡēˈäɡrəfē ˌhāɡēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the writing of the lives of saints.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 adulatory writing about another person.




3.
 
biography that idealizes its subject.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hagiographic

 
/ˈˌhaɡēəˈˌɡrafik ˈˌhāɡēəˈˌɡrafik ˈˌhäɡēəˈˌɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
hagiographical

 
/ˌhaɡēəˈɡrafəkəl, ˌhāɡēə- /






adjective





















hagiolatry

 
/ˌhaɡēˈälətrē, ˌhāɡē-/






noun



1.
 
the worship of saints.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 undue veneration of a famous person.













hagiology

 
/ˌhaɡēˈäləjē ˌhāɡēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




literature dealing with the lives and legends of saints.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hagiological

 
/ˌhaɡēəˈläjəkəl, ˌhāɡēə- /






adjective













2.
 
hagiologist

 
/ˌhaɡēˈäləjəst ˌhāɡēˈäləjəst ˌhäɡēˈäləjəst /






noun





















hagioscope

 
/ˈhaɡēəˌskōp, ˈhāɡēə-/






noun




another term for squint
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













hagridden

 
/ˈhaɡˌridn/






adjective




afflicted by nightmares or anxieties




•
 
it once made parents and doctors hagridden.




















Hague

 
/hāɡ/





(
The Hague

 )


1.
 
the seat of government and administrative center of the Netherlands, on the North Sea coast, capital of the province of South Holland; pop. 475,681 (2008). The International Court of Justice is based here.

Dutch name Den Haag
 ; also called ’s-Gravenhage
 .














ha ha

 
/ˈhä ˌhä /

 
he he





I.
 
exclamation




used to represent laughter or amusement.











– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in Old English (compare with ha
 1
 ).





ha-ha

 
/ˈhäˌhä ˌhäˈhä/





I.
 
noun




a ditch with a wall on its inner side below ground level, forming a boundary to a park or garden without interrupting the view.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, said to be from the cry of surprise on suddenly encountering such an obstacle.






Hahn, Otto

 
/hän/






(1879–1968), German chemist, pioneer of nuclear fission. Together with Lise Meitner, he discovered the element protactinium in 1917. The pair discovered nuclear fission in 1938 with 
Fritz Strassmann

 (1902–80). Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1944), shared with Strassmann.










hahnium

 
/ˈhänēəm/





I.
 
noun




the name formerly proposed by the American Chemical Society for the chemical element of atomic number 105 (
dubnium

 ), and by IUPAC for element 108 (
hassium

 ).











– origin

 1970s: named in honor of O. 
Hahn

 (see Hahn, Otto
 ).





Haida

 
/ˈhīdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of coastal British Colombia and southeastern Alaska.




2.
 
the language of the Haida, of unknown affinity.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Haida or their language.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: the name in Haida, literally ‘people.’





Haifa

 
/ˈhīfə/






the chief port in Israel, in the northwestern part of the country, on the Mediterranean coast; pop. 264,800 (est. 2008).









Haight-Ashbury

 
/ˌhātˈaSHberē/






a residential and commercial section of central San Francisco in California, associated with youth culture of the 1960s.









haik

 
/hīk /

 
haick





I.
 
noun




a large outer wrap, typically white, worn by people from North Africa.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Arabic 
ḥā'ik

 .





Haikou

 
/ˈhīˌkō/






the capital of Hainan autonomous region in China, a port on the northeastern coast of Hainan island; pop. 864,900 (2006).










haiku

 
/ˈhīˌko͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Japanese poem of seventeen syllables, in three lines of five, seven, and five, traditionally evoking images of the natural world.




2.
 
an English imitation of this.











– origin

 Japanese, contracted form of 
haikai no ku

 ‘light verse.’





hail1


 
/hāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pellets of frozen rain that fall in showers from cumulonimbus clouds.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a large number of objects hurled forcefully through the air




•
 


a hail of

 bullets.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
it hails

 , 
it is hailing

 , etc.)
 — hail falls




•
 
it hailed so hard we had to stop.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a large number of objects) fall or be hurled forcefully




•
 
missiles and bombs 
hail down

 from the sky.

















– origin

 Old English 
hagol

 , 
hægl

 (noun), 
hagalian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hagel

 and German 
Hagel

 .






hail2


 
/hāl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — call out to (someone) to attract attention




•
 
the crew hailed a fishing boat.










2.
 
signal (an approaching taxicab) to stop




•
 
she raised her hand to hail a cab.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — acclaim enthusiastically as being a specified thing




•
 
he has been 
hailed as

 the new James Dean.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hail from

 )
 — have one's home or origins in (a place)




•
 
he hails from Pittsburgh.














II.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 expressing greeting or acclaim




•
 
hail, Caesar!














III.
 
noun




a shout or call used to attract attention.








IV.
 
phrases





within hail

 
within hailing distance






at a distance within which someone may be called to; within earshot.












V.
 
derivatives





hailer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the obsolete adjective 
hail

 ‘healthy’ (occurring in greetings and toasts, such as 
wæs hæil

 : see wassail
 ), from Old Norse 
heill

 , related to hale
 1
 and whole
 .






Ha'il

 
/ˈhī(ə)l /

 
Hail
 , Hayel






a city in northwestern Saudi Arabia, on the pilgrimage route from Iraq to Mecca; pop. 267,000 (est. 2004).









Haile Selassie

 
/ˌhīlē səˈlasē/






(1892–1975), emperor of Ethiopia 1930–74; born 
Tafari Makonnen

 . In exile in Britain during the Italian occupation of Ethiopia 1936–41, he was restored to the throne by the Allies and ruled until he was deposed by a military coup.









hail-fellow-well-met

 
/ˌhālˌfeləˌwelˈmet/






adjective




showing excessive familiarity




•
 
Harold was accustomed to hail-fellow-well-met salesmen.




















Hail Mary






noun



1.
 
a prayer to the Virgin Mary used chiefly by Roman Catholics, beginning with part of Luke 1:28.

Also called Ave Maria
 .




2.
 
a recitation of a Hail Mary prayer




•
 
muttering Hail Marys under her breath.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 a very long, typically unsuccessful pass made in a desperate attempt to score late in the game




•
 
they beat the 49ers on a Hail Mary pass in the final seconds.










4.
 
any attempt with a small chance of success




•
 
a Hail Mary plan.



















hailstone

 
/ˈhālˌstōn/






noun




a pellet of hail.













hailstorm

 
/ˈhālˌstôrm/






noun




a storm of heavy hail.













Hainan

 
/ˌhīˈnän/






an island in the South China Sea that forms an autonomous region of China; pop. 8,450,000 (est. 2007); capital, Haikou.









Hainaut

 
/(h)āˈnō/






a province in southern Belgium; capital, Mons.









Haiphong

 
/ˌhīˈfôNG, ˌhīˈfäNG/






a port in northern Vietnam, on the Gulf of Tonkin, at the delta of the Red River; pop. 485,300 (est. 2009).










hair

 
/her/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the fine threadlike strands growing from the skin of humans, mammals, and some other animals.




2.
 
a fine threadlike strand growing from the epidermis of a plant, or forming part of a living cell.




3.
 
(
a hair

 )
 — a very small quantity or extent




•
 
his magic takes him a hair above the competition.










4.
 
hairs collectively, especially those growing on a person's head




•
 
a woman with shoulder-length fair hair




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hair salon.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hair of the dog








‹informal›

 an alcoholic drink taken to cure a hangover.

[from 
hair of the dog that bit you

 , formerly recommended as an efficacious remedy for the bite of a mad dog.]









2.
 
a hair's breadth






a very small amount or margin




•
 
you escaped death 
by a hair's breadth

 .















3.
 
in (or out of) someone's hair








‹informal›

 annoying (or ceasing to annoy) someone




•
 
I'm glad he's out of my hair.















4.
 
let one's hair down








‹informal›

 behave in an uninhibited or relaxed manner




•
 
let your hair down and just have some fun.















5.
 
make someone's hair stand on end






alarm or horrify someone.









6.
 
not a hair out of place






(of a person) extremely neat and tidy in appearance.









7.
 
not turn a hair






remain apparently unmoved or unaffected




•
 
the old woman didn't turn a hair; she just sat quietly rocking.















8.
 
put hair on one's chest








‹informal›

 (of an alcoholic drink) be very strong.









9.
 
split hairs






make small and overfine distinctions.












III.
 
derivatives





hairlike






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hǣr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
haar

 and German 
Haar

 .






hairball

 
/ˈherˌbôl/






noun




a ball of hair that collects in the stomach of a cat or similar animal as a result of the animal's licking its coat.













hairband

 
/ˈherˌband/






noun




a band for securing or tying back one's hair.













hairbreadth

 
/ˈherbredTH/






noun




another term for a hair's breadth
 at hair
 .













hairbrush

 
/ˈherˌbrəSH/






noun




a brush for arranging or smoothing a person's hair.













hair clip






noun




a fastening device, typically ornamental, designed to hold a woman's hair in place




•
 
she had a black flower-shaped hair clip.



















haircloth

 
/ˈherklôTH/






noun




stiff cloth woven with a cotton or linen warp and horsehair weft.













hair-covered






adjective




having a surface covered with hair




•
 
a long, hair-covered tail.



















haircut

 
/ˈherˌkət/






noun



1.
 
the style in which a person's hair is cut.




2.
 
an act of cutting a person's hair.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a reduction in the stated value of an asset




•
 
the banks would probably be willing to take a haircut on the rest.




















hairdo

 
/ˈherˌdo͞o/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the style of a person's hair.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an act of styling a person's hair (used especially of a woman's hair).













hairdresser

 
/ˈherˌdresər/






noun




a person who cuts and styles hair as an occupation.













hairdressing

 
/ˈherˌdresiNG/






noun




the occupation of cutting and styling hair




•
 
courses in beauty and hairdressing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hairdressing salon.



















hair dryer

 
/ˈher drī(ə)r /

 
hair drier






noun




an electrical device for drying a person's hair by blowing warm air over it.













haired

 
/herd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having hair of a specified kind




•
 
a curly-haired boy




•
 
short-haired cats.



















hair grass

 
/ˈher ˌɡras/






noun




a slender-stemmed grass of temperate and cool regions.

[
Deschampsia

 , 
Aira

 , and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 .]













hairless

 
/ˈherləs/






adjective




lacking hair; bare or bald




•
 
his hairless chest.



















hairline

 
/ˈherˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
the edge of a person's hair, especially on the forehead.




2.
 
a very thin or fine line




•
 
the boards fitted so tightly together, there was only a hairline between them




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hairline fracture.



















hairnet

 
/ˈherˌnet/






noun




a piece of fine mesh fabric for confining the hair.













hairpiece

 
/ˈherˌpēs/






noun




a quantity or switch of detached hair used to augment a person's natural hair.














hairpin

 
/ˈherˌpin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a U-shaped pin for fastening the hair.




2.
 
a sharp U-shaped curve in a road.








II.
 
adjective




shaped like a hairpin; forming a U




•
 
up the steep cliff along a slippery hairpin path




•
 
a long series of hairpin turns on roads cut into the mountainside.



















hair-raising

 
/ˈhe(ə)r ˌrāziNG/





I.
 
adjective




extremely alarming, astonishing, or frightening




•
 
hair-raising adventures.














II.
 
derivatives





hair-raiser






noun





















hair shirt

 
/ˈhe(ə)r ˌSHərt/





I.
 
noun




a shirt of haircloth, formerly worn by penitents and ascetics.








II.
 
adjective




austere and self-sacrificing




•
 
a hair-shirted existence advocated by ecofundamentalists.



















hair space






noun






[Printing]

 a very thin space between letters or words.













hairsplitting

 
/ˈherˌsplidiNG/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or fond of small and overfine distinctions




•
 
legal experts have a particularly hairsplitting mentality.














II.
 
noun




the action of making small and overfine distinctions; quibbling.








III.
 
derivatives





hairsplitter

 
/-ˌsplitər /






noun






















hair spray

 
hairspray






noun




a solution sprayed onto a person's hair to keep it in place.













hairspring

 
/ˈherˌspriNG/






noun




a slender flat coiled spring regulating the movement of the balance wheel in a watch.













hairstreak

 
/ˈherstrēk/






noun




a butterfly with a narrow streak or row of dots on the underside of the hind wing and a small taillike projection on the hind wing.

[Many genera in the family 
Lycaenidae

 .]













hairstyle

 
/ˈherˌstīl/






noun




a particular way in which a person's hair is cut or arranged.













hairstylist

 
/ˈherˌstīləst /

 
hair stylist





I.
 
noun




a person who cuts and styles people's hair professionally.








II.
 
derivatives





hairstyling

 
/-stīliNG /






noun





















hair trigger

 
/ˈhe(ə)r ˈˌtriɡər/






noun



1.
 
a trigger of a firearm set for release at the slightest pressure.




2.
 
(as 
modifier

 
hair-trigger

 )
 — liable to change suddenly and violently




•
 
a hair-trigger temper.



















hairweaving

 
/ˈherˌwēviNG/






noun




the process of interweaving a hairpiece with one's own hair.













hair worm

 
/ˈher ˌwərm/






noun




another term for horsehair worm
 .













hairy

 
/ˈherē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with hair, especially thick or long hair




•
 
a hairy chest.










2.
 
having a rough feel or appearance suggestive of coarse hair




•
 
a hairy tweed coat and skirt.










3.
 


‹informal›

 alarming and difficult




•
 
we drove up yet another hairy mountain road.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hairily

 
/ˈhe(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
hairiness

 
/ˈherēnəs /






noun





















Haiti

 
/ˈhādē/





I.
 
a country in the Caribbean Sea that occupies the western third of the island of Hispaniola; pop. 9,035,500 (est. 2009); capital, Port-au-Prince; official languages, Haitian Creole and French.





The area was ceded to France by Spain in 1697, and many slaves were imported from West Africa to work on sugar plantations. In 1791, the slaves rose in rebellion under Toussaint L'Ouverture, and the colony was proclaimed an independent state in 1804, under the name of Haiti. It was administered by the US 1915–34 after a succession of corrupt dictatorships. Then, from 1957 until 1986, the country was under the oppressive dictatorship of the Duvalier family. Haiti's first democratically chosen president was elected in 1990 but was overthrown by the military the following year; democracy was restored by US and UN intervention in 1994. Political upheaval occurred again in 2004, resulting in the ouster of the president. Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. In 2010 the area around the capital was devastated by an earthquake.





Haitian

 
/ˈhāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Haiti.




2.
 
(also 
Haitian Creole

 )
 — the French-based Creole language spoken in Haiti.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Haiti, its inhabitants, or their language.













Haitink, Bernard

 
/ˈhīˌtiNGk/






(1929–), Dutch musical director and orchestra conductor; full name 
Bernard Johann Herman Haitink

 .









haji

 
/ˈhajē /

 
hajji
 , hadji





I.
 
noun




a Muslim who has been to Mecca as a pilgrim


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Haji Hadi.

















– origin

 from Persian and Turkish 
hājjī

 , 
hājī

 , from Arabic 
ḥajj

 (see hajj
 ).






hajj

 
/haj /

 
haj
 , hadj





I.
 
noun




the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca that takes place in the last month of the year, and that all Muslims are expected to make at least once during their lifetime.











– origin

 from Arabic 
(al-) ḥajj

 ‘(the Great) Pilgrimage.’





hakama

 
/ˈhakəmə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
loose trousers with many pleats in the front, forming part of Japanese formal dress.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Japanese.





hake

 
/hāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large-headed elongated fish with long jaws and strong teeth. It is a valuable commercial food fish.

[Family 
Merlucciidae

 and genus 
Merluccius

 : several species.]




2.
 
any of a number of fishes related to the true hakes.

[Species in several families, esp. in the northwestern Atlantic genus 
Urophycis

 (family 
Phycidae

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old English 
haca

 ‘hook.’





hakim

 
/həˈkēm/






noun



1.
 
a physician using traditional remedies in India and Muslim countries.

[from Arabic 
ḥakīm

 ‘wise man, physician.’]




2.
 
a judge, ruler, or governor in India and Muslim countries.

[from Arabic 
ḥākim

 ‘ruler.’]













Hakka

 
/ˈhakə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southeastern China, especially Canton, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, who migrated from the north during the 12th century.




2.
 
the dialect of Chinese spoken by the Hakka.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hakka or their language.











– origin

 from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
haàk ka

 ‘stranger.’





Hakodate

 
/ˌhäkōˈdätā/






a port in northern Japan, on the southern tip of the island of Hokkaido; pop. 290,873 (2007).










Halacha

 
/ˌhäläˈKHä, hälôˈKHə /

 
Halakah





I.
 
noun




Jewish law and jurisprudence, based on the Talmud.








II.
 
derivatives





Halachic

 
/həˈläKHik, həˈlakik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Hebrew 
hălāḵāh

 ‘law.’





halal

 
/həˈläl ˈhalal/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to meat prepared as prescribed by Muslim law




•
 
halal butchers.










2.
 
religiously acceptable according to Muslim law




•
 
halal banking.














II.
 
noun




halal meat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic 
ḥalāl

 ‘according to religious law.’





halala

 
/həˈlälə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Saudi Arabia, equal to one hundredth of a riyal.











– origin

 Arabic.





Halas, George

 
/ˈhaləs/






(1895–1983), US football player, coach, and owner; known as 
Papa Bear

 ; full name 
George Stanley Halas

 . He founded the Chicago Bears (originally as the Decatur Staleys) in 1920. As a coach, he set an NFL record with 324 wins. Football Hall of Fame (1963).









halation

 
/hāˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the spreading of light beyond its proper boundaries to form a fog around the edges of a bright image in a photograph or on a television screen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from halo
 + -ation
 .






halberd

 
/ˈhalbərd ˈhôlbərd /

 
halbert





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a combined spear and battle-ax.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
hallebarde

 , from Italian 
alabarda

 , from Middle High German 
helmbarde

 (from 
helm

 ‘handle’ + 
barde

 ‘hatchet’).





halberdier

 
/ˌhalbərˈdir ˌhôlbərˈdir/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a man armed with a halberd.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
hallebardier

 , from 
hallebarde

 (see halberd
 ).





halcyon

 
/ˈhalsēən/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a period of time in the past that was idyllically happy and peaceful




•
 
the halcyon days of the mid-1980s, when profits were soaring.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical Asian and African kingfisher with brightly colored plumage.

[Genus 
Halcyon

 , family 
Alcedinidae

 : many species.]




2.
 
a mythical bird said by ancient writers to breed in a nest floating at sea at the winter solstice, charming the wind and waves into calm.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the mythological sense): via Latin from Greek 
alkuōn

 ‘kingfisher’ (also 
halkuōn

 , by association with 
hals

 ‘sea’ and 
kuōn

 ‘conceiving’).






hale1


 
/hāl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, especially an elderly one) strong and healthy




•
 
only just sixty, very 
hale and hearty

 .

















– origin

 Old English, variant of 
hāl

 ‘whole.’






hale2


 
/hāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 drag or draw forcibly




•
 
he haled an old man out of the audience.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
haler

 , from Old Norse 
hala

 .





Hale, Edward Everett

 
/hāl/






(1822–1909), US clergyman, writer, and philanthropist. A Unitarian minister, he is best known for the story 
“The Man Without a Country”

 (1863).









Hale, George Ellery






(1868–1938), US astronomer. He discovered that sunspots are associated with strong magnetic fields and invented the spectroheliograph. He also initiated the construction of the 200-inch (5-meter) Hale reflector at Mount Palomar in California.









Hale, Nathan






(1755–76), American hero. He volunteered in 1776 during the American Revolution to spy behind British lines on Long Island. Disguised as a schoolmaster, he was captured by the British and hanged without trial. His last words are said to have been, “I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country. ”









Haleakala

 
/ˌhälēˌäkəˈlä/






a dormant volcano on eastern Maui in Hawaii.









Hale–Bopp

 
/ˌhālˈbäp/





I.
 
a periodic comet that passed close to the sun in the spring of 1997 and was one of the brightest of the 20th century.







– origin

 named after Alan 
Hale

 and Thomas 
Bopp

 , the American astronomers who discovered it (independently of each other).






haler

 
/ˈhälər/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of the Czech Republic, equal to one hundredth of a koruna.











– origin

 from Czech 
haléř

 , from Middle High German 
haller

 , from 
Schwäbisch Hall

 , a town in Germany where coins were minted.





Haley, Alex

 
/ˈhālē/






(1921–92), US writer; full name 
Alexander Murray Palmer Haley

 . His best-selling work 
Roots: The Saga of an American Family

 (1976) chronicled the ancestors of his African-American family. The book and subsequent television miniseries in 1977 each won a Pulitzer Prize. He also coauthored 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X

 (1965) and wrote 
Queen

 (published posthumously, 1993).









Haley, Bill






(1925–81), US rock-and-roll singer; full name 
William John Clifton Haley

 . His song 
“Rock Around the Clock”

 (1954) helped to establish the popularity of rock and roll.










half

 
/haf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of two equal or corresponding parts into which something is or can be divided




•
 
the northern half of the island




•
 
two and a half years




•
 
divided 
in half






•
 
reduced 
by half

 .










2.
 
either of two equal periods of time into which a sports game or a performance is divided.




3.
 


[Golf]

 a score for an individual hole that is the same as one's opponent's.




4.
 
short for halfback
 .








II.
 
predeterminer, pronoun, adjective



1.
 
an amount equal to a half


[as 
predeterminer

 ]


•
 
half an hour




•
 
almost half the children turned up




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 


half of

 the lectures are delivered by him




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the last half century.










2.
 
amounting to a part thought of as roughly a half


[as 
predeterminer

 ]


•
 
half the letters were sent first class




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 


half of

 them are gate-crashers.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
to the extent of half




•
 
the glass was half full.










2.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — to a certain extent; partly




•
 
the chicken is half-cooked.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
a —— and a half








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one considers a particular person or thing to be an impressive example of their kind




•
 
Aunt Edie was a woman and a half.















2.
 
at half cock






see half cock
 .









3.
 
go halves






share something equally




•
 
she promised to 
go halves with

 him.















4.
 
half the battle






see battle
 .









5.
 
half a chance








‹informal›

 the slightest opportunity




•
 
given half a chance, he can make anything work.















6.
 
half an eye






see eye
 .









7.
 
the half of it






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 the most important part or aspect of something




•
 
you don't know the half of it.















8.
 
half past one (two, etc.)






thirty minutes after one (two, etc.) o'clock.









9.
 
half the time






see time
 .









10.
 
not do things by halves






do things thoroughly or extravagantly.









11.
 
not half





a.
 
not nearly




•
 
he is not half such a fool as they thought.










b.
 


‹informal›

 not at all




•
 
the players are not half bad.















12.
 
too —— by half






used to emphasize something bad




•
 
the idea seems too superstitious by half.





















– origin

 Old English 
half

 , 
healf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
half

 and German 
halb

 (adjectives). The earliest meaning of the Germanic base was ‘side,’ also a noun sense in Old English.





half-and-half

 
/ˈˌhaf ən ˈhaf/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in equal parts


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
views were split almost exactly half-and-half




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a half-and-half mixture.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mixture of milk and cream.













half-ass

 

‹informal›


 


‹Brit.›

 half-arse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do (something) with little effort or care




•
 
they half-assed the redesign




•
 
you could just 
half-ass it

 .














II.
 
adjective




done with little effort or care




•
 
he did a half-ass job.



















half-assed

 
/ˈhafast /

 


‹Brit.›

 half-arsed






adjective






‹informal›

 done with little effort or care; incompetent or inadequate.














halfback

 
/ˈhafˌbak/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 an offensive back usually positioned behind the quarterback and to the side of the fullback.




2.
 


[Football]

 a usually defensive player in a ball game such as soccer or field hockey whose position is between the line or the forward.













half-baked

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌbākt/






adjective



1.
 
(of an idea or philosophy) not fully thought through; lacking a sound basis




•
 
half-baked notions of Teutonic superiority.










2.
 
foolish




•
 
half-baked visionaries without a mission.



















half bath

 
half bathroom






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bathroom in a private home that contains a toilet and sink but no bathtub or shower




•
 
if it's just a half bath for guests, a nice sink, a sturdy toilet, and a decorative towel rack will do.



















halfbeak

 
/ˈhafˌbēk/






noun




a slender shoaling fish of coastal areas, with small pectoral fins and the lower jaw lengthened into a beak. It is related to the flying fishes and often skitters along the surface.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Exocoetidae

 , including the widely distributed 
Euleptorhamphus viridis

 .]













half binding

 
/haf ˈbīndiNG/





I.
 
noun




a type of bookbinding in which the spine and corners are bound in one material (typically leather) and the rest of the cover in another.








II.
 
derivatives





half-bound






adjective





















half blood

 
/ˈhaf ˌbləd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 the relationship between people having one parent in common




•
 
brothers and sisters 
of the half blood

 .










2.
 
a person related to another by having one parent in common.




3.
 
(
half-blood

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 another term for half-breed
 .








II.
 
derivatives





half-blooded






adjective





half blood
 (
sense

 2)





















half boot






noun




a boot that reaches up to the calf.













half-bottle

 
/ˈhafˌbädl/






noun




a bottle that is half the standard size.













half-bred





I.
 
adjective




(of an animal) having one pure-bred parent.








II.
 
noun




an animal having one pure-bred parent.














half-breed

 
/ˈhaf ˌbrēd/






noun






‹offensive›

 a person whose parents are of different races, especially the offspring of an American Indian and a person of white European ancestry.













half-brother

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌbrəT͟Hər /

 
half brother






noun




a brother with whom one has only one parent in common.













half-caf





I.
 
adjective




denoting a drink of coffee with regular and decaffeinated coffee mixed in equal parts, so as to make coffee with half the normal level of caffeine




•
 
a half-caf latte.














II.
 
noun




a drink of coffee made using regular and decaffeinated coffee mixed in equal parts




•
 
he's down to about one cup of half-caf a day




•
 
customers queued up for morning lattes, half-cafs, and mochas.

















– origin

 1990s: from half
 + caffeine
 or caffeinated
 , on the pattern of decaf
 .





half-caste

 
/ˈhaf ˌkast/






noun






‹offensive›

 a person whose parents are of different races, in particular, with a European father and an Indian mother.














half cock






noun




the partly raised position of the cock of a gun.













half-cocked

 
/ˌhafˈkäkt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a gun) with the cock partly raised.




2.
 
only partly ready; poorly prepared




•
 
half-cocked solutions often change things for the worse




•
 
a couple of journalists 
went off half-cocked

 and misread a document.



















half-completed






adjective




unfinished or only partly completed




•
 
a half-completed project beset by years of delays.



















half-conscious

 
/ˌhafˈkän(t)SHəs/






adjective




not fully conscious




•
 
his half-conscious body was carried off the ice




•
 
he was 
half-conscious of

 the animal retreating from him.



















half crown

 
/ˈˌhaf ˈkroun /

 
half a crown






noun




a former British coin and monetary unit equal to two shillings and sixpence.













half-cup






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a measure of capacity used in cookery, equal to a quarter of a US pint (0.119 liter)




•
 


a half-cup of

 chickpeas




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a half-cup low-fat yogurt.



















half-cut

 
/ˌhafˈkət/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 drunk.













half deck





I.
 
noun




a deck reaching half the length of a ship or boat, fore or aft.








II.
 
derivatives





half-decked






adjective





















half dollar

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fifty-cent coin.













half-done






adjective




unfinished or only partially completed




•
 
the job is now half-done




•
 
she pointed to the half-done piece of sewing.



















half-door

 
/ˈhafˌdôr/






noun




a door of half the usual size, typically covering the bottom half of an opening (e.g., in a stable).













half-dozen

 
/ˌhafˈdəzən /

 
half a dozen






noun




a set or group of six




•
 
a half-dozen slices of smoked salmon.



















half-duplex

 
/ˌhafˈd(y)o͞opleks/






adjective




(of a communications system or computer circuit) allowing the transmission of signals in both directions but not simultaneously.













half-finished






adjective




unfinished or only partly completed




•
 
the movie feels incomplete and half-finished.



















half gainer

 
/ˌhaf ˈɡānər/






noun




a dive in which the diver leaves the diving board facing forward, does a half-somersault backward, and enters the water head first facing the board.













half-hardy

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌhärdē/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a plant) able to grow outdoors at all times except in severe frost




•
 
a half-hardy annual.



















halfhearted

 
/ˌhafˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




without enthusiasm or energy




•
 
after two years of halfhearted effort, he dropped out of school.














II.
 
derivatives





halfheartedness

 
/ˌhafˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















halfheartedly

 
/ˌhafˈhärdədlē/






adverb




without enthusiasm or energy




•
 
he resumed his packing halfheartedly.



















half hitch

 
/ˈhaf ˌhiCH/






noun




a knot formed by passing the end of a rope around its standing part and then through the loop, often used in pairs




•
 
the rope was tied with two half hitches to a long tape.



















half hour

 
/ˌhaf ˈou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
half an hour

 )
 — a period of thirty minutes




•
 
a slide show presented every half hour.










2.
 
a point in time thirty minutes after any full hour of the clock




•
 
the library clock struck the half hour.














II.
 
derivatives





half-hourly

 
/ˈhaf ˌou(ə)rlē /






adjective, adverb





















half-integer

 
/ˌhafˈin(t)əjər/





I.
 
noun




a number obtained by dividing an odd integer by two (½, 1½, 2½, etc.).








II.
 
derivatives





half-integral

 
/ˌhafˈin(t)əɡrəl /






adjective





















half landing






noun






(Brit.)

 an area of floor approximately halfway up a flight of stairs, typically where it turns a corner.













half-length

 
/ˌhafˈleNGTH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of approximately half the normal length.




2.
 
(of a painting or sculpture) showing a person down to the waist.








II.
 
noun




a painting or sculpture of a person down to the waist.













half-life

 
/ˈhaf ˌlīf/






noun



1.
 
the time taken for the radioactivity of a specified isotope to fall to half its original value.




2.
 
the time required for any specified property (e.g., the concentration of a substance in the body) to decrease by half.













half-light

 
/ˈhaf ˌlīt/






noun




dim light such as at dusk




•
 
the trees had a slightly spooky look in the half-light.



















halfling

 
/ˈhäfliNG/






noun




(in fiction and fantasy) a member of a race of small people.













half-mast






noun



1.
 
the position of a flag that is being flown some way below the top of its staff as a mark of respect for a person who has died.




2.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 a position lower than normal or acceptable, especially for clothes




•
 
the zipper on his fly was always riding 
at half-mast

 .



















half measure






noun

 — (usu. 
half measures

 )


1.
 
an action or policy that is not forceful or decisive enough




•
 
there are 
no half measures

 with this company.



















half-moon

 
/ˈhaf ˌmo͞on/






noun



1.
 
the moon when only half of its illuminated surface is visible from the earth; the first or last quarter.




2.
 
the time when a half-moon occurs.




3.
 
a semicircular or crescent-shaped object


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
half-moon spectacles.



















half-move

 
/ˈhafˌmo͞ov/






noun






[Chess]

 a move made by one player (especially in the context of the analysis of play made by a chess-playing computer program).














half note

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌnōt/






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a note having the time value of two quarter notes or half of a whole note, represented by a ring with a stem.













half pay

 
/ˈˌhaf ˈpā/






noun




half of a person's normal or previous salary or wages




•
 
a sabbatical year during which he would receive half pay from Fordham University.



















halfpenny

 
/ˈhāp(ə)nē ˈhafˌpenē /

 
ha'penny






noun




a former British coin equal to half an old or new penny. The last halfpenny was withdrawn in 1984.













halfpennyworth

 
/ˈhāpniˌwərTH ˌhafˈpenēˌwərTH /

 
ha'p'orth






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 as much as could be bought for a halfpenny.




2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
ha'p'orth

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a negligible amount




•
 
he's never been a ha'p'orth of bother.



















half pint





I.
 
noun



1.
 
half of a pint.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a small or insignificant person or animal.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very small; diminutive.














halfpipe

 
/ˈhafˌpīp/






noun




a ramp curving up at both ends or a snow-covered sloping channel with a U-shaped cross section, used by skateboarders, rollerbladers, snowboarders, etc., to perform jumps and other maneuvers




•
 
he went to Victoria Skatepark where he showed off his skills on the halfpipe.



















half price

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌprīs/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




costing half the normal price


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
half-price admission.














II.
 
noun




half the usual price




•
 
many shoes 
at half price

 .



















half rest






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a musical rest lasting the length of a half note




•
 
it is easy to insert a double whole note or a half rest.



















half-round

 
/ˌhafˈround/






adjective




semicircular in cross section.













half seas over

 
/haf sēz ˈōvər/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 fairly drunk.













half-sister

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌsistər /

 
half sister






noun




a sister with whom one has only one parent in common.













half-size

 
/ˌhafˈsīz/





I.
 
adjective




(also 
half-sized

 )
 — half of the typical size




•
 
a small half-size model




•
 
the half-size violin is still too large for his arms.














II.
 
noun




a size of shoe which is midway between the usual or standard sizes




•
 
this style is not offered in half sizes.



















half-slip






noun




a petticoat that hangs from the waist




•
 
a satin half-slip and camisole.



















half sovereign






noun




a former British gold coin worth ten shillings.













half-staff






noun






(US)

 the position of a flag which is being flown below the top of its staff as a mark of respect for a person who has died




•
 
flags around the city flew 
at half-staff

 .



















half-starved

 
/ˌhafˈstärvd/






adjective




very poorly fed; malnourished




•
 
a half-starved prisoner




•
 
people with thin, half-starved bodies.



















half step

 
/ˈhaf ˌstep/






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a semitone.













half-tester

 
/ˌhafˈtestər/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a canopy extending over half the length of a bed.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a bed with a canopy extending over half the length of the bed.













half-timbered

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌtimbərd/





I.
 
adjective




having walls with a timber frame and a brick or plaster filling.








II.
 
derivatives





half-timbering

 
/ˈtimb(ə)riNG /






noun





















halftime

 
/ˈhaftīm/






noun




the time at which half of a game or contest is completed, especially when marked by an intermission




•
 
the most pressure he felt was at halftime when he looked up and saw the score




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a Super Bowl halftime show.



















half title

 
/haf ˈtīdl/






noun



1.
 
the title of a book, printed on the right-hand page before the title page.




2.
 
the title of a section of a book printed on the right-hand page before the section begins.




3.
 
a page on which a half title is printed.













halftone

 
/ˈhafˌtōn/






noun




[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a reproduction of a photograph or other image in which the various tones of gray or color are produced by variously sized dots of ink




•
 
halftone illustrations.



















half-track

 
/ˈhafˌtrak/






noun




a military or other vehicle with wheels at the front and caterpillar tracks at the rear.













half-truth

 
/ˈhaf ˈˌtro͞oTH/






noun




a statement that conveys only part of the truth, especially one used deliberately in order to deceive someone.













half-volley

 
/ˈhaf ˌvälē/






noun




(in ball games, especially tennis) a strike of the ball made immediately after it bounces off the ground.













halfway

 
/ˈhafˌwā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
at or to a point equidistant between two others


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he stopped halfway down the passage




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
she reached the halfway point.










2.
 
in the middle of a period of time


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
halfway through the night.










3.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — to some extent




•
 
I'm incapable of doing anything even halfway decent.














II.
 
phrases





meet someone halfway






see meet
 1
 .

















halfway house

 
/hafˌwā ˈhous/






noun



1.
 
a center for helping former drug addicts, prisoners, psychiatric patients, or others to adjust to life in general society.




2.
 
the halfway point in a progression




•
 
suspension of the talks was only a halfway house toward complete termination.










3.
 


‹historical›

 an inn midway between two towns.













halfwit

 
/ˈhafˌwit/






noun






‹informal›

 a foolish or stupid person.













halfwitted

 
/ˈhafˌwidəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 foolish or stupid




•
 
a halfwitted proposal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
halfwittedly






adverb













2.
 
halfwittedness






noun





















half-yearly

 
/ˈhaf ˌyirlē/






adjective, adverb






(chiefly Brit.)

 at intervals of six months.













halibut

 
/ˈhaləbət/





I.
 
noun




a northern marine fish that is the largest of the flatfishes and important as a food fish.

[Genus 
Hippoglossus

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 : 
H. hippoglossus

 of the Atlantic and 
H. stenolepis

 of the Pacific.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
haly

 ‘holy’ + obsolete 
butt

 ‘flatfish’ (because it was often eaten on holy days).






Haliç

 
/häˈlēCH/






Turkish name of Golden Horn
 .









Halicarnassus

 
/ˌhaləˈkärnəsəs/






an ancient Greek city on the southwestern coast of Asia Minor, at what is now the Turkish city of Bodrum. It is the site of the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, one of the Seven Wonders of the World.









halide

 
/ˈhalīd ˈhāˌlīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of a halogen with another element or group.













Halifax

 
/ˈhaləˌfaks/






the capital of Nova Scotia, Canada; pop. 372,679 (2006). It is Canada's principal ice-free port on the Atlantic coast.









halite

 
/ˈhalīt ˈhāˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




sodium chloride as a mineral, typically occurring as colorless cubic crystals; rock salt.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hals

 ‘salt’ + -ite
 1
 .





halitosis

 
/ˌhaləˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun




technical term for bad breath
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
halitus

 ‘breath’ + -osis
 .





hall

 
/hôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an area in a building onto which rooms open; a corridor.




2.
 
the room or space just inside the front entrance of a house or apartment




•
 
the hall at the front contains a spiral staircase.










3.
 
a large room for meetings, concerts, or other events


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Carnegie Hall.










4.
 
a large public room in a mansion or palace used for receptions and banquets.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 the room used for meals in a college, university, or school




•
 
he dined 
in hall

 .










6.
 
a college or university building containing classrooms, residences, or rooms for other purposes.




7.
 
the principal living room of a medieval house.




8.
 
[usu. in 
names

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a large country house, especially one with a landed estate




•
 
Darlington Hall.

















– origin

 Old English 
hall

 , 
heall

 (originally denoting a roofed space, located centrally, for the communal use of a tribal chief and his people); of Germanic origin and related to German 
Halle

 , Dutch 
hall

 , also to Norwegian and Swedish 
hall

 .





Hall, Gus






(1910–2000), US Communist Party leader; born 
Arvo Kusta Halberg

 . He joined the Communist Party in the US in 1934 and served as national secretary 1950–59 before becoming general secretary. He was the US Communist Party's presidential candidate in four elections from 1972 to 1984.









Hall, Lyman






(1724–90), American political leader. He was a member of the Continental Congress 1775–78, 1780 and a signer of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.









Hallandale

 
/ˈhalənˌdāl/






a resort city in southeastern Florida, north of Miami; pop. 38,683 (est. 2008).









Halle

 
/ˈhälə/






a city in eastern central Germany, on the Saale River, in Saxony-Anhalt; pop. 235,700 (est. 2006).









Hallé, Sir Charles

 
/ˈhälə/






(1819–95), German pianist and conductor; born 
Karl Halle

 . He founded the Hallé Orchestra 1858.









Hall effect





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the production of a potential difference across an electrical conductor when a magnetic field is applied in a direction perpendicular to that of the flow of current.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Edwin H. 
Hall

 (1855–1938), American physicist.





Hallel

 
/häˈlāl, ˈhäˌlāl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Hallel

 )


1.
 
a portion of the service for certain Jewish festivals, consisting of Psalms 113–118


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the Hallel psalms.

















– origin

 from Hebrew 
hallēl

 ‘praise.’





hallelujah

 
/ˌhaləˈlo͞oyə /

 
alleluia





I.
 
exclamation




God be praised (uttered in worship or as an expression of rejoicing)




•
 
He is risen! Alleluia!














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an utterance of the word “hallelujah” as an expression of worship or rejoicing.




2.
 
(usu. 
Alleluia

 )
 — a piece of music or church liturgy containing this




•
 
the Gospel comes after the Alleluia verse.

















– origin

 Old English, via ecclesiastical Latin 
alleluia

 from Greek 
allēlouia

 (in the Septuagint), or (from the 16th century) directly from Hebrew 
hallĕlūyāh

 ‘praise ye the Lord.’





Halley, Edmond

 
/ˈhalē, ˈhā-/






(1656–1742), English astronomer and mathematician. He is best known for identifying a bright comet (later named after him) and for successfully predicting its return.









Halley's comet

 
/ˈhalēz, ˈhā-/






a periodical comet with an orbital period of about 76 years, its reappearance in 1758–59 having been predicted by Edmond Halley. It was first recorded in 240 
BC

 and last appeared, rather faintly, in 1985–86.









Halliday, M. A. K.

 
/ˈhaləˌdā/






(1925–), English linguist; full name 
Michael Alexander Kirkwood Halliday

 .









hallmark

 
/ˈhôlˌmärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark stamped on articles of gold, silver, or platinum in Britain, certifying their standard of purity.




2.
 
a distinctive feature, especially one of excellence




•
 
the tiny bubbles are the hallmark of fine champagnes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stamp with a hallmark.




2.
 
designate as distinctive, especially for excellence.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a noun): from 
Goldsmiths' Hall

 in London, England, where articles were tested and stamped with such a mark.





halloa

 
/həˈlō, ha-/






exclamation, noun, verb




variant of halloo
 .













Hall of Fame

 
/ˈˌhôl əv ˈfām/





I.
 
a national memorial in New York City containing busts and memorials honoring the achievements of famous Americans.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a memorial commemorating the achievements of a particular group of people, especially athletes in a specified sport




•
 
he was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame.










III.
 
derivatives





Hall of Famer






noun






















halloo

 
/həˈlo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to attract someone's attention.




2.
 
used to incite dogs to the chase during a hunt.








II.
 
noun




a cry of “halloo.”








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cry or shout “halloo” to attract attention or to give encouragement to dogs in hunting.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shout to (someone) to attract their attention.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from the rare verb 
hallow

 ‘pursue or urge on with shouts,’ from imitative Old French 
haloer

 .





halloumi

 
/həˈlo͞omē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a mild, firm, white Cypriot cheese, used especially in cooked dishes.




•
 
place the strips of halloumi on a lightly oiled tray.

















– origin

 from Egyptian Arabic 
ḥalūm

 , probably from Arabic 
ḥaluma

 ‘to be mild.’






hallow

 
/ˈhalō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
honor as holy




•
 
the Ganges is hallowed as a sacred, cleansing river




•
 (as 
adj.

 
hallowed

 )
 
hallowed ground.










2.
 
make holy; consecrate.




3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
hallowed

 )
 — greatly revered or respected




•
 
in keeping with a hallowed family tradition.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a saint or holy person.











– origin

 Old English 
hālgian

 (verb), 
hālga

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
heiligen

 , also to holy
 .





Halloween

 
/ˌhaləˈwēn /

 
Hallowe'en





I.
 
noun




the night of October 31, the eve of All Saints' Day, commonly celebrated by children who dress in costume and solicit candy or other treats door-to-door.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: contraction of 
All Hallow Even

 (see hallow
 , even
 2
 ).





Hallstatt

 
/ˈhälˌSHtät/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Archaeology]

 a cultural phase of the late Bronze Age and early Iron Age in Europe (
c.

 1200–600 
BC

 in temperate continental areas), preceding the La Tène period and associated with the early Celts.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: the name of a village in Austria, site of a burial ground of this period.





hall tree






noun




a coatrack in the hall of a house.













hallucinate

 
/həˈlo͞osəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience a seemingly real perception of something not actually present, typically as a result of a mental disorder or of taking drugs




•
 
people sense themselves going mad and hallucinate about spiders.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — experience a hallucination of (something)




•
 
I don't care if they're hallucinating purple snakes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hallucinant

 
/həˈlo͞os(ə)nənt /






adjective, noun













2.
 
hallucinator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘be deceived, have illusions’): from Latin 
hallucinat-

 ‘gone astray in thought,’ from the verb 
hallucinari

 , from Greek 
alussein

 ‘be uneasy or distraught.’





hallucination

 
/həˌlo͞osəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




an experience involving the apparent perception of something not present




•
 
he continued to suffer from horrific hallucinations.



















hallucinatory

 
/həˈlo͞osənəˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
of or resembling a hallucination




•
 
a hallucinatory fantasy.










2.
 
inducing hallucinations




•
 
a hallucinatory drug.



















hallucinogen

 
/həˈlo͞osənəˌjen/






noun




a drug that causes hallucinations, such as LSD.













hallucinogenic

 
/həˌlo͞osənəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a drug) causing hallucinations




•
 
LSD's hallucinogenic properties.










2.
 
resembling the hallucinatory effect produced by taking a psychedelic drug




•
 
paintings in hallucinogenic colors.














II.
 
noun




a drug that causes hallucinations, such as LSD




•
 
an unfortunate experience with hallucinogenics.



















hallux

 
/ˈhaləks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a person's big toe.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the innermost digit of the hind foot of vertebrates.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin alteration of medieval Latin 
allex

 , Latin 
hallus

 .





hallway

 
/ˈhôlˌwā/






noun




another term for hall
 (
sense

 1).














halo

 
/ˈhālō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disk or circle of light shown surrounding or above the head of a saint or holy person to represent their holiness.




2.
 
the glory associated with an idealized person or thing




•
 
he has long since lost his halo for many ordinary Russians.










3.
 
a circle of white or colored light around the sun, moon, or other luminous body caused by refraction through ice crystals in the atmosphere.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround with or as if with a halo.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a circle of light around the sun, etc.): from medieval Latin, from Latin 
halos

 , from Greek 
halōs

 ‘disk of the sun or moon.’





halo-






combining form



1.
 
relating to salinity




•
 
halophile.







[from Greek 
hals

 , 
halo-

 ‘salt.’]




2.
 
representing halogen
 .













haloacetic acid

 
/ˌhalōəˌsēdik ˈasəd/






noun




any of various compounds that are halogen derivatives of acetic acid.













halocarbon

 
/ˈhaləˌkärbən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a chlorofluorocarbon or other compound in which the hydrogen of a hydrocarbon is replaced by halogens.













halo effect






noun




the tendency for an impression created in one area to influence opinion in another area




•
 
the convertible furnishes a sporty image and provides a halo effect for other cars in the showrooms.




















haloform

 
/ˈhaləˌfôrm/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound derived from methane by substituting three hydrogen atoms for halogen atoms, e.g., chloroform.











– origin

 1930s: from halogen
 , on the pattern of 
chloroform

 .






halogen

 
/ˈhaləjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of the elements fluorine, chlorine, bromine, iodine, and astatine, occupying group VIIA (17) of the periodic table. They are reactive nonmetallic elements that form strongly acidic compounds with hydrogen, from which simple salts can be made.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 denoting lamps and radiant heat sources using a filament surrounded by the vapor of iodine or another halogen




•
 
halogen headlights.














II.
 
derivatives





halogenic

 
/ˌhaləˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hals

 , 
halo-

 ‘salt’ + -gen
 .





halogenate

 
/ˈhaləjəˌnāt haˈläjəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
halogenated

 )


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce one or more halogen atoms into (a compound or molecule), usually in place of hydrogen.








II.
 
derivatives





halogenation

 
/ˌhaləjəˈnāSHən, həˌläjə- /






noun





















halon

 
/ˈhāˌlän/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of unreactive gaseous compounds of carbon with bromine and other halogens, used in fire extinguishers, but now known to damage the ozone layer.











– origin

 1960s: from halogen
 + -on
 .





haloperidol

 
/ˌhalōˈperəˌdôl, -däl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic antidepressant drug used chiefly in the treatment of psychotic conditions.











– origin

 1960s: blend of halogen
 and piperidine
 + -ol
 .





halophile

 
/ˈhaləˌfīl/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 an organism, especially a microorganism, that grows in or can tolerate saline conditions.








II.
 
derivatives





halophilic

 
/ˈhaləˌfīlik /






adjective





















halophyte

 
/ˈhaləˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant adapted to growing in saline conditions, as in a salt marsh.













halothane

 
/ˈhaləˌTHān/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a volatile synthetic organic compound used as a general anesthetic.

[Chem. formula: CF3
 CHBrCl.]











– origin

 1950s: blend of halogen
 and ethane
 .





Hals, Frans

 
/hälz/






(
c.

 1580–1666), Dutch portrait and genre painter. He endowed his portraits with vitality and humor. Notable works: 
The Banquet of the Officers of the St. George Militia Company

 (1616) and 
The Laughing Cavalier

 (1624).









Halsey, William Frederick

 
/ˈhôlzē/






(1882–1959), US naval officer; known as 
Bull

 . He was commander of Allied naval forces in the South Pacific 1942–44 and of the US Third Fleet 1944–45, during the American advance on Japan.










Hälsingborg

 
/ˈhelsiNGˌbôr(yə) /






Swedish name of Helsingborg
 .









halt1


 
/hôlt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
bring or come to an abrupt stop


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
there is growing pressure to halt the bloodshed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she halted in mid-sentence.










2.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — used as a military command to bring marching soldiers to a stop




•
 
company, halt!














II.
 
noun




a suspension of movement or activity, typically a temporary one




•
 
a halt in production




•
 
a bus screeched 
to a halt

 .














III.
 
phrases





call a halt






demand or order a stop




•
 
he decided to 
call a halt to

 all further discussion.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: originally in the phrase 
make halt

 , from German 
haltmachen

 , from 
halten

 ‘to hold.’





halt2


 
/hôlt /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective




lame.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with a limp




•
 
he halted slightly in his walk.

















– origin

 Old English 
healtian

 (verb), 
halt

 , 
healt

 (adjective), of Germanic origin.






halter

 
/ˈhôltər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rope or strap with a noose or headstall placed around the head of a horse or other animal, used for leading or tethering it.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a rope with a noose for hanging a person.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a strap by which the bodice of a sleeveless dress or top is fastened or held behind at the neck, leaving the shoulders and back bare


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
tourists in 
halter tops

 and shorts.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a halter on (an animal).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 hang (someone).











– origin

 Old English 
hælftre

 , of Germanic origin, meaning ‘something to hold things by’; related to German 
Halfter

 , also to helve
 .





halter-break

 
/ˈhôltərˌbrāk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accustom (a young horse) to wearing and being handled in a halter.













haltere

 
/ˈhaltər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
halteres

 )


1.
 


[Entomology]

 the balancing organ of a two-winged fly, seen as either of a pair of knobbed filaments that take the place of the hind wings, vibrating during flight.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally plural, denoting a pair of weights like dumbbells held in the hands to give impetus when jumping): from Greek 
haltēres

 (plural), from 
hallesthai

 ‘to leap.’





halting

 
/ˈhôltiNG/





I.
 
adjective




slow and hesitant, especially through lack of confidence; faltering




•
 
she speaks halting English with a heavy accent.














II.
 
derivatives





haltingly

 
/ˈhôltiNGlē /






adverb





















halvah

 
/ˈhälvä /

 
halva





I.
 
noun




a Middle Eastern confection made of sesame flour and honey.











– origin

 Yiddish, or from Turkish 
helva

 , from Arabic and Persian 
ḥalwā

 ‘sweetmeat.’





halve

 
/hav/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into two parts of equal or roughly equal size




•
 
peel and halve the pears.










2.
 
reduce or be reduced by half


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
profits are expected to halve after a tail-off in new customers




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his pledge to halve the deficit over the next four years.










3.
 
share (something) equally with another person




•
 
she insisted on halving the bill.










4.
 


[Golf]

 use the same number of strokes as one's opponent and thus tie (a hole or match).




5.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
halving

 )
 — fit (crossing timbers) together by cutting out half the thickness of each.











– origin

 Middle English: from half
 .





halves

 
/havz/






plural form of half
 .









halwa

 
/ˈhälwä /

 
halwah





I.
 
noun




a sweet Indian dish consisting of carrots or semolina boiled with milk, almonds, sugar, butter, and cardamom.











– origin

 from Arabic, literally ‘sweetmeat.’





halyard

 
/ˈhalyərd/





I.
 
noun




a rope used for raising and lowering a sail, spar, flag, or yard on a sailing ship.











– origin

 late Middle English 
halier

 , from hale
 2
 + -ier
 . The change in the ending in the 18th cent. was due to association with yard
 1
 .





ham1


 
/ham/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
meat from the upper part of a pig's leg salted and dried or smoked




•
 
thin slices of ham




•
 
a honey-baked ham.










2.
 
(
hams

 )
 — the backs of the thighs or the thighs and buttocks




•
 
he squatted down on his hams.

















– origin

 Old English 
ham

 , 
hom

 (originally denoting the back of the knee), from a Germanic base meaning ‘be crooked.’ In the late 15th cent. the term came to denote the back of the thigh, hence the thigh or hock of an animal.





ham2


 
/ham/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an excessively theatrical actor




•
 
nobody gets to emote more than a ham on the witness stand.










2.
 
excessively theatrical acting.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an amateur radio operator.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 overact




•
 
he was 
hamming it up

 , doing all the voices and the effects.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from the first syllable of amateur
 ; compare with the slang term 
hamfatter

 ‘inexpert performer.’ 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun dates from the early 20th cent.





Ham

 
/ham/






(in the Bible) a son of Noah (Gen. 10:1), traditional ancestor of the Hamites.









Hama

 
/ˈhämə /

 
Hamah






an industrial city in western Syria, on the Orontes River; pop. 531,000 (est. 2009). Much of the city was destroyed during an unsuccessful uprising against the government in 1982.









hamachi

 
/həˈmäCHē/






noun




the Japanese name for Pacific yellowtail, especially when used in sushi and sashimi.













Hamada, Shoji

 
/həˈmädə/






(1894–1978), Japanese potter. He worked mainly in stoneware to produce utilitarian items of unpretentious simplicity.









Hamadan

 
/ˌhämäˈdän, ˈhaməˌdan/






a commercial city in western Iran, in the Zagros Mountains between Tehran and Bakhtaran; pop. 479,600 (est. 2006). It is on the site of the ancient city of Ecbatana, which became the capital of the kingdom of Media in the 6th century 
BC

 .










hamadryad

 
/ˌhaməˈdrīəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Hamadryad

 )
 — 

[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a nymph who lives in a tree and dies when the tree dies.




2.
 
another term for king cobra
 .











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
hamadruas

 , from 
hama

 ‘together’ + 
drus

 ‘tree.’






hamadryas baboon

 
/ˌhaməˈdrīəs baˌbo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a large Arabian and northeastern African baboon, the male of which has a silvery-gray cape of hair and a naked red face and rump. It was held sacred in ancient Egypt.

Also called sacred baboon
 . [
Papio hamadryas

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 1930s: modern Latin (see hamadryad
 ).





Hamamatsu

 
/ˌhäməˈmätso͞o/






an industrial city in Japan, on the southern coast of the island of Honshu; pop. 788,078 (2007).









hamamelis

 
/ˌhaməˈmēlis/





I.
 
noun




technical name for witch hazel
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), from Greek 
hamamēlis

 ‘medlar.’





ham-and-egger

 
/ˌhamənˈeɡər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an ordinary person of little consequence.











– origin

 originally used in boxing, in the sense ‘an average boxer who earns only enough to pay for his meals.’






hamartia

 
/ˌhämärˈtēə/





I.
 
noun




a fatal flaw leading to the downfall of a tragic hero or heroine.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Greek, ‘fault, failure, guilt’; the term was used in Aristotle's 
Poetics

 with reference to ancient Greek tragedy.





Hamas

 
/häˈmäs/





I.
 
a Palestinian Islamic movement founded in 1987 with the aim of establishing a Palestinian state incorporating present-day Israel and the West Bank. In 2006 Hamas defeated the more moderate Fatah in the elections for the Palestinian National Authority.







– origin

 Arabic, acronym from the official name of the organization, 
Ḥarakat al-Muqāwama al-Islāmiyya

 ‘Islamic Resistance Movement.’





hamate

 
/ˈhāmāt /

 
hamate bone





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a carpal bone situated on the lower outside edge of the hand. It has a hook-shaped projection on the palmar side to which muscles of the little finger are attached.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
hamatus

 ‘hooked,’ from 
hamus

 ‘hook.’





hambone

 
/ˈhambōn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an inferior actor or performer, especially one who uses a spurious black accent.














Hamburg1


 
/ˈhambərɡ/





I.
 
a port in northern Germany, on the Elbe River; pop. 1,754,200 (est. 2006). Founded by Charlemagne in the 9th century, it is now the largest port in Germany.




II.
 
a town in western New York, south of Buffalo; pop. 55,868 (est. 2008).









Hamburg2


 
/ˈhambərɡ/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for hamburger
 .











– origin

 from Hamburg
 1
 .






hamburger

 
/ˈhamˌbərɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round patty of ground beef, fried or grilled and typically served on a bun or roll and garnished with various condiments.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 ground beef.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): from German, from Hamburg
 1
 .





hamburger bun






noun




a flattish soft bread roll, often topped with sesame seeds, designed to be filled with a hamburger.













Hamburger Hill






a name given to a mountain in central Vietnam, near the border with Laos, where hundreds of US soldiers were killed in a 1969 assault during the Vietnam War.









Hamden

 
/ˈhamdən/






a town in south central Connecticut, north of New Haven; pop. 57,862 (est. 2008).









Hameln

 
/ˈhäməln /

 
Hamelin






a town in northwestern Germany, in Lower Saxony, on the Weser River; pop. 58,500 (est. 2006). A medieval market town, it is the setting of the legend of the Pied Piper of Hamelin.









hames

 
/hāmz/





I.
 
plural noun




two curved pieces of iron or wood forming or attached to the collar of a draft horse, to which the traces are attached.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch.





hamfatter

 
/ˈhamˌfadər /

 
hamfat





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an inexpert or amateurish performer, especially a mediocre jazz musician


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
recordings loaded with that “hamfat” band sound.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of amateur
 .





ham-fisted

 
//





I.
 
adjective




another term for ham-handed
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ham-fistedly






adverb













2.
 
ham-fistedness






noun






















ham-handed

 
/ˌhamˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 clumsy; bungling




•
 
a ham-handed attempt.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ham-handedly

 
/ˌhamˈhandədlē /






adverb













2.
 
ham-handedness

 
/ˌhamˈhandədnəs /






noun





















Hamhung

 
/ˈhämˌho͝oNG/






an industrial city in eastern North Korea; pop. 773,000 (est. 2007). It was the center of government of northeastern Korea during the Yi dynasty 1392–1910.









Hamilcar

 
/həˈmilˌkär/






(
c.

 270–229 
BC

 ), Carthaginian general, father of Hannibal. He fought Rome in the first Punic War and negotiated the terms of peace after the defeat of the Carthaginians.









Hamilton

 
/ˈhaməlt(ə)n/





I.
 
a port and industrial city in southern Canada, at the western end of Lake Ontario, in Ontario; pop. 504,559 (2006).




II.
 
a city on North Island in New Zealand; pop. 129,249 (2006).




III.
 
a town in southern Scotland, near Glasgow; pop. 48,000 (est. 2009).




IV.
 
the capital of Bermuda; pop. 11,000 (est. 2009).




V.
 
a township in west central New Jersey, southeast of Trenton; pop. 90,402 (est. 2008).




VI.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Ohio, north of Cincinnati; pop. 62,477 (est. 2008).









Hamilton, Alexander

 
/ˈhaməltən/






(
c.

 1757–1804), US politician. He established the US central banking system as secretary of the treasury 1789–95 under President George Washington and advocated a strong central government. He was killed in a duel with Aaron Burr.









Hamilton, Lady Emma






(
c.

 1765–1815), English mistress of Lord Horatio Nelson; born 
Amy Lyon

 .









Hamilton, Sir William Rowan






(1806–65), Irish mathematician and theoretical physicist. Hamilton made influential contributions to optics and to the foundations of algebra and quantum mechanics.









Hamiltonian

 
/ˌhaməlˈtōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 of, relating to, or invented by the mathematician Sir W. R. Hamilton, especially denoting concepts employed in the wave-mechanical description of particles.




2.
 
of or relating to the American statesman Alexander Hamilton or his doctrines.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
hamiltonian

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 a Hamiltonian operator or function.




2.
 
a follower or adherent of Alexander Hamilton or his doctrines.








III.
 
derivatives





Hamiltonianism

 
/-izəm /






noun





Hamiltonian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)





















Hamite

 
/ˈhamīt/






noun




a member of a group of North African peoples, including the ancient Egyptians and Berbers, supposedly descended from Ham, son of Noah.













Hamitic

 
/həˈmidik/





I.
 
adjective






‹historical›

 of or denoting a hypothetical language family formerly proposed to comprise Berber, ancient Egyptian, the Cushitic languages, and the Chadic languages. These are now recognized as independent branches of the Afro-Asiatic family.











– origin

 from 
Ham

 (the name of a son of Noah) + -ite
 1
 + -ic
 .






Hamito-Semitic

 
/ˌhaməˌtōsəˈmidik/






adjective




former term for Afro-Asiatic
 .













hamlet

 
/ˈhamlət/





I.
 
noun




a small settlement, generally one smaller than a village.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hamelet

 , diminutive of 
hamel

 ‘little village’; related to home
 (
hām

 in Old English).





Hamlet

 
/ˈhamlət/





I.
 
a legendary prince of Denmark, hero of a tragedy by Shakespeare.




II.
 
phrases





Hamlet without the Prince






a performance or event taking place without the principal actor or central figure.

















Hamlisch, Marvin

 
/ˈhamliSH/






(1944–2012), US composer; full name 
Marvin Frederick Hamlisch

 . He wrote the music for movies such as 
The Way We Were

 (1973) and 
The Sting

 (1973), and for Broadway shows such as 
A Chorus Line

 (1975) and 
Imaginary Friends

 (2002).









Hamm

 
/häm/






an industrial city in northwestern Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia, on the Lippe River; pop. 183,700 (est. 2006).









Hamm, Mia






(1972–) US soccer player. She began to play for the US national women's soccer team in 1987, the youngest player ever be a member of the team. She was part of the US team that won the Women's World Cup in 1999, the silver medal at the 2000 Olympic games, and the gold medal at the 1996 and 2004 games.









Hammarskjöld, Dag

 
/ˈhamərˌSHōld, ˈhäm-, -ˌSHəld/






(1905–61), Swedish diplomat and politician; full name 
Dag Hjalmar Agne Carl Hammarskjöld

 . As secretary general of the United Nations 1953–61, he was influential in the establishment of the UN emergency force in Sinai and Gaza 1956 and also initiated peace moves in the Middle East 1957–58. He was killed in a plane crash while on a peace mission in Congo. Nobel Peace Prize (1961, posthumously).









hammer

 
/ˈhamər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool with a heavy metal head mounted at right angles at the end of a handle, used for jobs such as breaking things and driving in nails.




2.
 
a machine with a metal block for giving a heavy blow to something.




3.
 
an auctioneer's mallet for indicating by a sharp tap that an article is sold.




4.
 
a part of a mechanism that hits another part to make it work, such as one exploding the charge in a gun or one striking the strings of a piano.




5.
 
a metal ball, typically weighing 16 pounds (7.3 kg), attached to a wire for throwing in an athletic contest.




6.
 
(
the hammer

 )
 — the sport of throwing a metal ball attached to a wire.




7.
 
another term for malleus
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit or beat (something) with a hammer or similar object




•
 
they are made by heating and hammering pieces of iron.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — strike or knock at or on something violently with one's hand or with a hammer or other object




•
 
she 
hammered on

 his door.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hammer away

 )
 — work hard and persistently




•
 
for six months I have been 
hammering away at

 a plot.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — drive or secure (something) by striking with or as if with a hammer




•
 
he hammered the tack in




•
 
he was hammering leather soles onto a pair of small boots.










5.
 
(
hammer something in/into

 )
 — instill (an attitude, idea, or habit) forcefully or repeatedly




•
 
the “diversity is good” message is hammered into them.










6.
 


‹informal›

 attack or criticize forcefully and relentlessly




•
 
he got hammered for an honest mistake.










7.
 
utterly defeat in a game or contest




•
 
they hammered St. Louis 6–0.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come (or go) under the hammer






be sold at an auction.









2.
 
hammer and tongs








‹informal›

 energetically, enthusiastically, or with great vehemence




•
 
all the way to the bottom, Larry could hear them clanging away, hammer and tongs.















3.
 
hammer something home






see home
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





hammer something out





a.
 
make something by shaping metal with a hammer.




b.
 
laboriously work out the details of a plan or agreement




•
 
a deal was being hammered out with the Dutch museums.










c.
 
play a tune loudly or clumsily, especially on the piano.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hammerer






noun













2.
 
hammerless

 
/ˈhamərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hamor

 , 
hamer

 , of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
hamer

 , German 
Hammer

 , and Old Norse 
hamarr

 ‘rock.’ The original sense was probably ‘stone tool.’





hammer and sickle






noun




the symbols of the industrial worker and the peasant used as the emblem of the former Soviet Union and of international communism.













hammerbeam

 
/ˈhamərˌbēm /

 
hammer beam






noun




a short wooden beam (typically carved) projecting from a wall to support either a principal rafter or one end of an arch.













hammer drill

 
/ˈhamər ˌdril/






noun




a power drill that works by delivering a rapid succession of blows, used chiefly for drilling in masonry or rock.













Hammerfest

 
/ˈhamərˌfest/






a port in northern Norway, on North Kvaløy island; pop. 9,407 (2008). It is the most northern town in Europe.









hammerhead

 
/ˈhamərˌhed/






noun



1.
 
(also 
hammerhead shark

 )
 — a shark of tropical and temperate oceans that has flattened bladelike extensions on either side of the head, with the eyes and nostrils placed at or near the ends.

[Family 
Sphyrnidae

 and genus 
Sphyrna

 : several species.]




2.
 
a brown African marsh bird related to the storks, having a crest that looks like a backward projection of the head, and constructing an enormous nest.

Also called hammerkop
 . [
Scopus umbretta

 , the only member of the family 
Scopidae

 .]













hammering

 
/ˈhaməriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sound or action of hammering something.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a heavy defeat




•
 
the 7–0 hammering by the Yankees.














II.
 
phrases





take a hammering






be subjected to a heavy defeat or harsh treatment.


















hammerkop

 
/ˈhamərˌkäp /

 
hamerkop





I.
 
noun




another term for hammerhead
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Afrikaans 
hamerkop

 , from 
hamer

 ‘hammer’ + 
kop

 ‘head.’





hammerlock

 
/ˈhamərˌläk/






noun




an armlock in which a person's arm is bent up behind the back.













hammer price






noun




the price realized by an item sold at auction.













Hammerstein, Oscar

 
/ˈhamərˌstīn/






(1895–1960), US librettist; full name 
Oscar Hammerstein II

 . He collaborated with various composers, including Jerome Kern, with whom he wrote 
Showboat

 (1927), and most notably Richard Rodgers, with whom he wrote 
Oklahoma!

 (1943), 
South Pacific

 (1949), and 
The Sound of Music

 (1959).









hammertoe

 
/ˈhamərˌtō/






noun




a toe that is bent permanently downward, typically as a result of pressure from footwear.













Hammett, Dashiell

 
/ˈhamət/






(1894–1961), US novelist; full name 
Samuel Dashiell Hammett

 . He developed the hard-boiled style of detective fiction in works such as 
The Maltese Falcon

 (1930) and 
The Thin Man

 (1932), both of which were made into successful movies. He lived for many years with playwright Lillian Hellman; they were both persecuted for their left-wing views during the McCarthy era.









hammock

 
/ˈhamək/





I.
 
noun




a bed made of canvas or of rope mesh and suspended by cords at the ends, used as garden furniture or on board a ship.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the Spanish form 
hamaca

 ): via Spanish from Taino 
hamaka

 ; the ending was altered in the 16th cent. by association with -ock
 .





Hammond

 
/ˈhamənd/






an industrial port city in northwestern Indiana, on Lake Michigan, southeast of Chicago in Illinois; pop. 76,732 (est. 2008).









Hammond organ

 
/ˌhamənd ˈôrɡən/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of electronic organ.











– origin

 1930s: named after Laurens 
Hammond

 (1895–1973), American mechanical engineer.





Hammurabi

 
/ˌhaməˈräbē, ˌhä-/






(died 1750 
BC

 ), the sixth king of the first dynasty of Babylonia, reigned 1792–1750 
BC

 . He extended the Babylonian empire and instituted one of the earliest known collections of laws.









hammy

 
/ˈhamē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of acting or an actor) exaggerated or overly theatrical




•
 
there is some hammy acting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hammily

 
/ˈhaməlē /






adverb













2.
 
hamminess






noun





















hamper1


 
/ˈhampər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large basket with a lid used for laundry




•
 
a laundry hamper.










2.
 
a basket with a carrying handle and a hinged lid, used for food, cutlery, and plates on a picnic




•
 
a picnic hamper.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting any large case or casket): from Anglo-Norman French 
hanaper

 ‘case for a goblet,’ from Old French 
hanap

 ‘goblet,’ of Germanic origin.





hamper2


 
/ˈhampər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hinder or impede the movement or progress of




•
 
their work is hampered by lack of funds.














II.
 
noun






[Nautical]

 necessary but cumbersome equipment on a ship.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘shackle, entangle, catch’): perhaps related to German 
hemmen

 ‘restrain.’





Hampshire1


 
/ˈham(p)SHər ˈham(p)ˌSHir/






a county on the coast of southern England; county town, Winchester.









Hampshire2


 
/ˈham(p)SHər ˈham(p)ˌSHir/






noun




a pig of a black breed with a white saddle and prick ears.













Hampton

 
/ˈham(p)tən/






a city in southeastern Virginia, on the harbor of Hampton Roads, on Chesapeake Bay; pop. 145,494 (est. 2008).









Hampton, Lionel






(1909–2002), US jazz vibraphonist, drummer, pianist, singer, and bandleader; full name 
Lionel Leo Hampton

 . He played with Benny Goodman in small ensembles before forming his own big band in 1942.









Hampton Roads






a deep-water estuary in southeastern Virginia, 4 miles (6 km) long, that is formed by the James River where it joins Chesapeake Bay. It is the site of the battle between the ships 
Merrimac

 and 
Monitor

 in 1862 during the Civil War.









Hamptons

 
/ˈham(p)tənz/





I.
 
(
the Hamptons

 )
 — a cluster of resort villages in eastern Long Island in New York that include Southampton, East Hampton, and Westhampton Beach.




II.
 
derivatives





Hamptonite






noun





















hamster

 
/ˈhamstər/





I.
 
noun




a solitary burrowing rodent with a short tail and large cheek pouches for carrying food, native to Europe and northern Asia.

[Subfamily 
Cricetinae

 , family 
Muridae

 : several genera and species, in particular the 
golden hamster

 (
Mesocricetus auratus

 ), often kept as a pet or laboratory animal, and the 
common hamster

 (
Cricetus cricetus

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from German, from Old High German 
hamustro

 ‘weevil.’





hamstring

 
/ˈhamˌstriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of five tendons at the back of a person's knee




•
 
he pulled a hamstring.










2.
 
the great tendon at the back of a quadruped's hock.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cripple (a person or animal) by cutting their hamstrings.




2.
 
(usu. 
be hamstrung

 )
 — severely restrict the efficiency or effectiveness of




•
 
we were hamstrung by a total lack of knowledge.



















Hamsun, Knut

 
/ˈhämsən/






(1859–1952), Norwegian novelist; pseudonym of 
Knut Pedersen

 . Notable works: 
Hunger

 (1890) and 
Growth of the Soil

 (1917). Nobel Prize for Literature (1920).









hamulus

 
/ˈhamyələs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a small hook or hooklike projection, especially one of a number linking the fore- and hind wings of a bee or wasp.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
hamus

 ‘hook.’





hamza

 
/ˈhamzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Arabic script) a symbol representing a glottal stop.




2.
 
a glottal stop.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Arabic, literally ‘compression.’






Han

 
/han/





I.
 
the Chinese dynasty that ruled from 206 
BC

 until 
AD

 220 with only a brief interruption. During this period Chinese rule was extended over Mongolia, Confucianism was recognized as the state philosophy, and detailed historical records were kept.




II.
 
the dominant ethnic group in China.









Hancock, John

 
/ˈhanˌkäk/





I.
 
(1737–93), American revolutionary and politician. Noted as the first signer of the Declaration of Independence in 1776, he was a member of the Continental Congress 1775–80, 1785, 1786 and its first president 1775–77. He was governor of Massachusetts 1780–85, 1787–93.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
one's John Hancock

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 one's signature




•
 
I'd never given my John Hancock to a fan before.















Hancock, Winfield Scott






(1824–86), US army officer. A Union general, he was noted for his defense of Cemetery Ridge at the Battle of Gettysburg 1863. He was the 1880 Democratic presidential candidate, narrowly losing to James Garfield.










hand

 
/hand/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the end part of a person's arm beyond the wrist, including the palm, fingers, and thumb




•
 
she placed the money on the palm of her hand




•
 
he was leading her by the hand.










2.
 
a prehensile organ similar to a hand, forming the end part of a limb of various mammals, such as that on all four limbs of a monkey.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — operated by or held in the hand




•
 
hand luggage.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 or in 
combination

 ]
 — done or made manually rather than by machine




•
 
hand signals




•
 
a hand-stitched quilt.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a round of applause




•
 
his fans gave him 
a big hand

 .










6.
 


‹dated›

 a pledge of marriage by a woman




•
 
he wrote to request the hand of her daughter in marriage.










7.
 
something resembling a hand in form or position, in particular




8.
 
a pointer on a clock or watch indicating the passing of units of time




•
 
the second hand.










9.
 
a bunch of bananas.




10.
 
(
hands

 )
 — used in reference to the power to direct something




•
 
the day-to-day running of the house was in her hands




•
 
taking the law into their own hands.










11.
 
(usu. 
a hand

 )
 — an active role in influencing something




•
 
he 
had

 a big 
hand in

 organizing the event.










12.
 
(usu. 
a hand

 )
 — help in doing something




•
 
do you need a hand?










13.
 
(usu. 
hands

 )
 — (in sports) skill and dexterity




•
 
he's a receiver with very good hands.










14.
 
a person's workmanship, especially in artistic work




•
 
this should be a clue in attributing other work to his hand.










15.
 
a person's handwriting




•
 
he inscribed the statement in a bold hand.










16.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who does something to a specified standard




•
 
I'm a great 
hand at

 inventing.










17.
 
a person who engages in manual labor, especially in a factory, on a farm, or on board a ship




•
 
a factory hand




•
 
the ship was lost with all hands.










18.
 
the set of cards dealt to a player in a card game.




19.
 
a round or short spell of play in a card game




•
 
his idea of a good time would be 
a hand of

 bridge.










20.
 


[Bridge]

 the cards held by declarer as opposed to those in the dummy.




21.
 
a unit of measurement of a horse's height, equal to 4 inches (10.16 cm).

[denoting the breadth of a hand, formerly used as a more general lineal measure and taken to equal three inches.]








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — pick (something) up and give to (someone)




•
 
he handed each man a glass




•
 
I handed the trowel back to him.










2.
 


‹informal›

 make (abusive, untrue, or otherwise objectionable) remarks to (someone)




•
 
all the yarns she'd been handing me.










3.
 


‹informal›

 make (something) easily obtainable for (someone)




•
 
it was a win handed to him on a plate.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hold the hand of (someone) in order to help them move in the specified direction




•
 
he handed him into a carriage.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 take in or furl (a sail)




•
 


hand in

 the main!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at hand





a.
 
nearby




•
 
keep the manual close at hand.










b.
 
readily accessible when needed.




c.
 
close in time; about to happen




•
 
a breakthrough in combating the disease may be at hand.















2.
 
at (or by) the hands (or hand) of






through the agency of




•
 
tests he would undergo at the hands of a senior neurologist.















3.
 
bind (or tie) someone hand and foot






tie someone's hands and feet together.









4.
 
by hand






by a person and not a machine




•
 
the crop has to be harvested by hand.















5.
 
give (or lend) a hand






assist in an action or enterprise.









6.
 
hand in glove






in close collusion or association




•
 
they were working 
hand in glove with

 our enemies.















7.
 
hand in hand





a.
 

/ˌhand ən ˈhand /

 — (of two people) with hands joined, especially as a mark of affection.




b.
 
closely associated




•
 
she had the confidence that usually 
goes hand in hand with

 experience.















8.
 
(from) hand to mouth






satisfying only one's immediate needs because of lack of money for future plans and investments




•
 
they were flat broke and living hand to mouth




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a hand-to-mouth existence.















9.
 
hands down






easily and decisively; without question




•
 
winning the debate hands down.















10.
 
hands off





a.
 
used as a warning not to touch or interfere with something




•
 
hands off that cake!










b.
 
(as 
adj.

 
hands-off

 )
 — not involving or requiring direct control or intervention




•
 
a hands-off management style.















11.
 
hands-on





a.
 

/ˌhan(d)zˈän /

 — involving or offering active participation rather than theory




•
 
hands-on practice to gain experience.










b.
 


[Computing]

 involving or requiring personal operation at a keyboard.









12.
 
the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world








‹proverb›

 the person who raises a child determines the character of that child and so influences the type of society that the next generation will create.









13.
 
hands up!






used as an instruction to raise one's hands in surrender or to signify assent or participation




•
 
Hands up! Who saw the program?















14.
 
have one's hands full






have as much work as one can do.









15.
 
have one's hands tied








‹informal›

 be unable to act freely.









16.
 
have to hand it to someone








‹informal›

 used to acknowledge the merit or achievement of someone




•
 
I've got to hand it to you—you've got the magic touch.















17.
 
in hand





a.
 
receiving or requiring immediate attention




•
 
he threw himself into the work in hand.










b.
 
in progress




•
 
negotiations are now well in hand.










c.
 
ready for use if required; in reserve




•
 
he had $1,000 of borrowed cash in hand.










d.
 
under one's control




•
 
the police had the situation well in hand.










e.
 
(of land) farmed directly by its owner and not let to tenants.









18.
 
in safe hands






protected by someone trustworthy from harm or damage




•
 
the future of the cathedral is in safe hands.















19.
 
keep one's hand in






become (or remain) practiced in something.









20.
 
make (or lose or spend) money hand over fist








‹informal›

 make (or lose or spend) money very rapidly.









21.
 
off someone's hands






not having to be dealt with or looked after by the person specified




•
 
they just want the problem off their hands.















22.
 
on every hand






all around




•
 
new technologies were springing up on every hand.















23.
 
on hand





a.
 
present, especially for a specified purpose




•
 
her trainer was on hand to give advice.










b.
 
readily available.




c.
 
needing to be dealt with




•
 
they had many urgent and pressing matters on hand.















24.
 
on someone's hands





a.
 
used to indicate that someone is responsible for dealing with someone or something




•
 
he has a difficult job on his hands.










b.
 
used to indicate that someone is to blame for something




•
 
he has my son's blood on his hands.










c.
 
at someone's disposal




•
 
since I retired I've had more time on my hands.















25.
 
on the one (or the other) hand






used to present factors that are opposed or that support opposing opinions




•
 
a conflict between their rationally held views on the one hand and their emotions and desires on the other.















26.
 
out of hand





a.
 
not under control.




b.
 
without taking time to think




•
 
they rejected negotiations out of hand.















27.
 
the right hand doesn't know what the left hand is doing






used to convey that there is a state of confusion within a group or organization.









28.
 
set (or put) one's hand to






start work on.









29.
 
stay someone's hand






restrain someone from acting.









30.
 
take a hand






become influential in determining something; intervene




•
 
fate was about to 
take a hand in

 the outcome of the championship.















31.
 
talk to the hand

 
tell it to the hand






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used as a contemptuous way of dismissing what someone has said (often accompanied by a gesture in which the palm of the hand is held in front of the original speaker's face)




•
 
talk to the hand, girl, 'cos the face ain't listening.















32.
 
to hand






within easy reach




•
 
have a pen and paper to hand.















33.
 
turn one's hand to






undertake (an activity different from one's usual occupation)




•
 
a music teacher who turned his hand to writing books.















34.
 
wait on someone hand and foot






attend to all someone's needs or requests, especially when this is regarded as unreasonable.









35.
 
with one hand (tied) behind one's back





a.
 
with serious limitations or restrictions




•
 
at the moment, the police are tackling record crime rates with one hand tied behind their back.










b.
 
used to indicate that one could do something without any difficulty




•
 
I could do her job with one hand tied behind my back.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hand something down





a.
 
pass something on to a younger person or a successor




•
 
songs are handed down from mother to daughter.










b.
 
announce something, especially a judgment or sentence, formally or publicly.









2.
 
hand something in






give something to a person in authority for their attention.









3.
 
hand something on





a.
 
pass something to the next person in a series or succession




•
 
he had handed on the family farm to his son.










b.
 
pass responsibility for something to someone else; delegate.









4.
 
hand something out





a.
 
give a share of something or one of a set of things to each of a number of people; distribute




•
 
they handed out free drinks to everyone.










b.
 
impose or inflict a penalty or misfortune on someone.









5.
 
hand over






pass responsibility to someone else




•
 
he will soon 
hand over to

 a new director.















6.
 
hand someone/something over






give someone or something, or the responsibility for someone or something, to someone else




•
 
hand the matter over to the police.















7.
 
hand something around






offer something to each of a number of people in turn




•
 
a big box of chocolates was handed around.


















V.
 
derivatives





handless

 
/ˈhan(d)ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hand

 , 
hond

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hand

 and German 
Hand

 .





Hand, Learned

 
/hand/






(1872–1961), US jurist and writer; full name 
Billings Learned Hand

 . He wrote over 2,000 opinions as judge of the US Court of Appeals, 2nd Circuit 1924–51. He authored 
The Spirit of Liberty

 (1952) and 
The Bill of Rights

 (1958).









Handan

 
/ˈhänˌdän/






industrial city in southern Hebei province in eastern China, a communications and transportation hub on the Fuyang River north of Anyang; pop. 1,221,900 (est. 2006).









handbag

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌbaɡ/






noun




a woman's purse.













handball

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a game similar to squash in which a ball is hit with the hand in a walled court.




2.
 
(also 
team handball

 )
 — a team game similar to soccer in which the ball is thrown or hit with the hands rather than kicked.




3.
 
the ball used in games of handball.




4.
 


[Soccer]

 touching of the ball with the hand or arm, constituting a foul.













handbarrow

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌberō/






noun




a rectangular frame with poles at each end for being carried by two people.













handbell

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌbel/






noun




a small bell with a handle or strap, especially one of a set tuned to a range of notes and played by a group of people.













handbill

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌbil/






noun




a small printed advertisement or other notice distributed by hand.













handblown

 
/ˈhandˌblōn/






adjective




(of glassware) made by a glassblower with a handheld blowpipe.













handbook

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book giving information such as facts on a particular subject or instructions for operating a machine.













handbrake

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌbrāk/






noun



1.
 
the emergency or parking brake on a motor vehicle.




2.
 
a brake operated by hand, as on a bicycle.













handcar

 
/ˈhan(d)kär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a light railroad vehicle propelled by pushing cranks or levers and used by workers for inspecting the track.













handcart

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌkärt/






noun




a small cart pushed or drawn by hand.













handclap

 
/ˈhan(d)klap/





I.
 
noun




a clap of the hands




•
 
the switch is sensitive enough to be activated by a handclap.














II.
 
derivatives





handclapping






noun





















handclasp

 
/ˈhan(d)klasp/






noun




an act of clasping someone else's hand; a handshake.














handcraft

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌkraft/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
handcrafted

 )


1.
 
make skillfully by hand




•
 
a handcrafted rocking chair.














II.
 
noun




another term for handicraft
 .













hand crank





I.
 
noun




a crank that is turned by hand.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
operate (a device) by turning a crank by hand.













hand cream

 
/ˈhan(d) ˌkrēm/






noun




a moisturizing cream for the hands.













handcuff

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌkəf/





I.
 
noun

 — (
handcuffs

 )


1.
 
a pair of lockable linked metal rings for securing a prisoner's wrists.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put handcuffs on (someone)




•
 
he was led into court 
handcuffed to

 a policeman




•
 


‹figurative›

 he will not allow his training to handcuff his creativity.



















handcycle

 
/ˈhan(d)sīk(ə)l/






noun




a three-wheeled cycle propelled by the arms rather than the legs, used as an alternative to a conventional bicycle by some disabled people.




•
 
when the handcycle was developed in the mid ‘90s he again pursued his dream of completing a triathlon.



















hand-dived






adjective




denoting shellfish collected from the seabed by divers rather than harvested by dredging boats




•
 
hand-dived scallops.



















hand dryer

 
hand drier






noun




an electrical device, typically in a public restroom, for drying a person's hands by blowing warm air over them




•
 
an automatic hand dryer.



















-handed






combining form



1.
 
for or involving a specified number of hands




•
 
a two-handed backhand.










2.
 
chiefly using or designed for use by the hand specified




•
 
a right-handed batter




•
 
a left-handed guitar.










3.
 
having hands of a specified kind




•
 
strong-handed.



















handed-down






adjective




passed on to a later generation or age




•
 
handed-down family recipes.



















-handedly






combining form




in adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-handed

 (such as 
heavy-handedly

 corresponding to 
heavy-handed

 ).













handedness

 
/ˈhandidˌnis/






noun




the tendency to use either the right or the left hand more naturally than the other




•
 
injury has forced him to change his handedness.



















-handedness






combining form




in nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-handed

 (such as 
left-handedness

 corresponding to 
left-handed

 ).













Handel, George Frideric

 
/ˈhandl/






(1685–1759), German composer and organist, resident in Britain from 1712; born 
Georg Friedrich Händel

 . He is chiefly remembered for his oratorio 
Messiah

 (1742), his 
Water Music

 suite (
c.

 1717), and his 
Music for the Royal Fireworks

 (1749).









handful

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌfo͝ol/






noun



1.
 
a quantity that fills the hand




•
 


a

 small 
handful of

 fresh cilantro.










2.
 
a small number or amount




•
 
one of 
a handful of

 attorneys in the Southwest who specialize in water-rights laws.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is very difficult to deal with or control




•
 
the kids could be such a handful.



















hand gallop

 
/hand ˈɡaləp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an easily controlled gallop.













hand grenade

 
/hand ɡrəˈnād/






noun




a hand-thrown grenade.













handgrip

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌɡrip/






noun



1.
 
a handle for holding onto something.




2.
 
a grasp with the hand, especially considered in terms of its strength, as in a handshake.













handgun

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌɡən/






noun




a gun designed for use by one hand, especially a pistol or revolver.













handheld

 
/ˈhandˌheld/






adjective




designed to be held in the hand




•
 
a handheld computer.



















handhold

 
/ˈhandˌhōld/





I.
 
noun




something for a hand to grip




•
 
the rock is steep and there are few handholds.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold (a camera) in the hand when taking a photograph or making a video recording, as opposed to using a tripod




•
 
we could hand-hold the camera at very slow shutter speeds with hardly any blur.










2.
 
support or guide (someone) during a learning process or a period of change




•
 
if you ask a mentor how to register, he or she will hand-hold you through the procedure.



















handholding

 
/ˈhandˌhōldiNG/






noun




the provision of careful support or guidance to someone during a learning process or a period of change.













handicap

 
/ˈhandēˌkap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circumstance that makes progress or success difficult




•
 
a criminal conviction is a handicap and a label that may stick forever.










2.
 


‹often offensive›

 a condition that markedly restricts a person's ability to function physically, mentally, or socially




•
 
he was born with a significant visual handicap.










3.
 
a disadvantage imposed on a superior competitor in sports such as golf, horse racing, and competitive sailing in order to make the chances more equal.




4.
 
a race or contest in which a disadvantage is imposed on a superior competitor


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the trophy for the $75,000 Ak-Sar-Ben Handicap.










5.
 
the extra weight to be carried in a race by a racehorse on the basis of its previous performance to make its chances of winning the same as those of the other horses.




6.
 
the number of strokes by which a golfer normally exceeds par for a course (used as a method of enabling players of unequal ability to compete with each other)


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
his game struggles along in the 20-handicap range.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as an impediment to




•
 
lack of funding has handicapped the development of research.










2.
 
place (someone) at a disadvantage




•
 
without a good set of notes you will handicap yourself when it comes to exams.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the phrase 
hand in cap

 ; originally a pastime in which one person claimed an article belonging to another and offered something in exchange, any difference in value being decided by an umpire. All three deposited forfeit money in a cap; the two opponents showed their agreement or disagreement with the valuation by bringing out their hands either full or empty. If both were the same, the umpire took the forfeit money; if not, it went to the person who accepted the valuation. The term 
handicap race

 was applied (late 18th cent.) to a horse race in which an umpire decided the weight to be carried by each horse, the owners showing acceptance or dissent in a similar way: hence in the late 19th cent. 
handicap

 came to mean the extra weight given to the superior horse. / 
usage:

 See usage at handicapped
 .





handicapped

 
/ˈhandēˌkapt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹often offensive›

 having a condition that markedly restricts one's ability to function physically, mentally, or socially




•
 
a special school for handicapped children




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the handicapped

 )
 
a home for the handicapped.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 relating to or specifically designed for people with a physical or mental disability




•
 
organizers have created handicapped access in the form of wheelchair ramps.

















usage:

 
Handicapped

 and 
handicap

 were the standard terms used to refer to a person's mental or physical disability for much of the 20th century. This began to change in the 1980s, and 
disabled

 and 
disability

 are now the more common and preferred terms, though 
handicapped

 is still frequently used in phrases such as 
handicapped-accessible

 and 
handicapped parking

 . See also usage at learning disability
 .





handicapper

 
/ˈhandēˌkapər/






noun



1.
 
a person appointed to assign or assess a competitor's handicap, especially in golf or horse racing.




2.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or horse having a specified handicap




•
 
a three-handicapper.




















handicraft

 
/ˈhandēˌkraft/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
handicrafts

 )


1.
 
a particular skill of making decorative objects by hand




•
 
the traditional handicrafts of this region




•
 
teachers of drawing, design, and handicraft




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
handicraft workshops.










2.
 
an object made using a handicraft




•
 
pottery and handicrafts decorate the rooms and hallways.

















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of handcraft
 , on the pattern of 
handiwork

 .





handicraftsman

 
/ˈhandēˌkraftsmən/






noun




a worker skilled in making objects by hand




•
 
the apparatus and tools used by the handicraftsmen.



















handicraftswoman

 
/ˈhandēkraf(t)sˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female worker skilled in making objects by hand.













handily

 
/ˈhandəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a skillful manner




•
 
they can handily accomplish any task




•
 
Lucas handily captures the feel of 1930s-era films.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 without delay or difficulty; easily




•
 
Stanford 's men's team was handily defeated by the Yale women's varsity




•
 
Lewis won handily, with 68 percent of the vote.










3.
 
in a way or position that is convenient for use; usefully




•
 
these goodies all fit handily into a single bag




•
 
the hotel is handily placed for all the sights.



















handiwork

 
/ˈhandēˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
one's handiwork

 )
 — something that one has made or done




•
 
the dressmakers stood back to survey their handiwork.










2.
 
making things by hand, considered as a subject of instruction




•
 
they taught young women reading, writing, and handiwork.

















– origin

 Old English 
handgeweorc

 , from hand
 + 
geweorc

 ‘something made,’ interpreted in the 16th cent. as 
handy

 + 
work

 .





hand job

 
handjob






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 an act of male masturbation, especially as performed on a man by someone else.













handkerchief

 
/ˈhaNGkərCHif ˈhaNGkərCHēf/





I.
 
noun




a square of cotton or other finely woven material, typically carried in one's pocket and intended for blowing or wiping one's nose.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from hand
 + kerchief
 .





handkerchief hem






noun




a hemline on a skirt or dress formed by panels of fabric which fall in points resembling the corners of a handkerchief




•
 
a handkerchief hem pulls the focus away from the hips and thighs, elongating the bottom half of the body.



















hand-knit

 
/han(d)ˈnit /

 
hand-knitted





I.
 
adjective




knitted by hand rather than by using a machine




•
 
an intricate hand-knit sweater




•
 
hand-knitted baby clothes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
knit (a garment) by hand




•
 
socks were available ready-made, but many women continued to hand-knit them as well




•
 
the cardigans were hand-knitted by my mother.














III.
 
noun




a garment that has been knitted by hand




•
 
as the trend for novelty knitwear continues to prevail, the popularity of hand-knits is on the rise.



















handle

 
/ˈhandl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or manipulate with the hands




•
 
heavy paving slabs can be difficult to handle




•
 
people who handle food.










2.
 
drive or control (a vehicle)




•
 
where did you learn to handle a boat?










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) respond in a specified manner when being driven or controlled




•
 
a roadworthy bicycle that also handles well off the pavement.










4.
 
manage (a situation or problem)




•
 
a lawyer's ability to handle a case properly.










5.
 


‹informal›

 deal with (someone or something)




•
 
I don't think I could handle it if they turned me down.










6.
 
control or manage commercially




•
 
the advertising company that is handling the account.










7.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ] (
handle oneself

 )
 — conduct oneself in a specified manner




•
 
he handled himself with considerable aplomb.










8.
 
(
handle oneself

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 defend oneself physically or verbally




•
 
I can handle myself in a fight.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the part by which a thing is held, carried, or controlled




•
 
the pan features helpful lifting handles.










2.
 
(
a handle on

 )
 — a means of understanding, controlling, or approaching a person or situation




•
 
it'll give people some kind of handle on these issues




•
 


get a handle on

 your life.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a name or nickname




•
 
that's some handle for a baby




•
 
a former Washington DJ whose handle was ‘Fat Daddy’










4.
 
a person’s username on an online forum or social media site




•
 
she's changed her Twitter handle.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 the total amount of money bet over a particular time (typically at a casino) or at a particular sporting event




•
 
the monthly handle of a couple of casinos in Las Vegas.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
handleability

 
/ˌhandl-əˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
handleable






adjective













3.
 
handleless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
handle

 (noun), 
handlian

 (verb), from hand
 .





handlebar

 
/ˈhandlˌbär/






noun

 — (usu. 
handlebars

 )


1.
 
the steering bar of a bicycle, motorcycle, scooter, or other vehicle, with a handgrip at each end.













handlebar mustache






noun




a wide, thick mustache with the ends curving slightly upward.













handled

 
/ˈhandld/






adjective




having a handle or handles, especially of a specified type or number


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
brass-handled doors




•
 
a two-handled cup.



















handler

 
/ˈhandlər/






noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who handles or deals with certain articles or commodities




•
 
a baggage handler




•
 
a food handler.










2.
 
a device that handles certain articles or substances.




3.
 
a person who trains or has charge of an animal




•
 
the performance of dog and handler in the ring must be accurate and correct.










4.
 
a person who trains or manages another person, in particular




5.
 
a person who trains and acts as second to a boxer.




6.
 
a publicity agent.




7.
 
a person who advises on and directs the activities of a politician or other public figure.













handling

 
/ˈhandliNG/






noun



1.
 
the act of taking or holding something in the hands.




2.
 
the packaging and labeling of something to be shipped.













hand lotion






noun




a moisturizing lotion for the hands




•
 
a tube of hand lotion.



















handmade

 
/han(d)ˈmād/






adjective




made by hand, not by machine, and typically therefore of superior quality




•
 
his expensive handmade leather shoes.



















handmaiden

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌmādn /

 
handmaid






noun



1.
 
a female servant.




2.
 
a subservient partner or element




•
 
shipping will continue to be the handmaiden of world trade.



















hand-me-down





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
hand-me-downs

 )


1.
 
a garment or other item that has been passed on from another person.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a garment or other item) passed on from another person




•
 
he ran in the cold with no mittens and a hand-me-down coat.



















handoff

 
/ˈhandôːf/






noun






[Football]

 an exchange made by handing the ball to a teammate.













hand-operated






adjective




(of a device) operated or controlled by hand, rather than automatically or electronically




•
 
a hand-operated lever




•
 
the pots are made with a simple hand-operated potter's wheel.



















handout

 
/ˈhandˌout/






noun



1.
 
something given free to a needy person or organization




•
 
hundreds of thousands of refugees subsist on international handouts.










2.
 
printed information provided free of charge, especially to accompany a lecture or advertise something




•
 
she was shocked when she saw a one-page handout condemning her campaign.



















handover

 
/ˈhandˌōvər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an act or instance of handing something over.













handphone

 
/ˈhan(d)fōn/






noun






(SE Asian)

 a cordless or mobile phone.













handpick

 
/ˌhandˈpik/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
select carefully with a particular purpose in mind




•
 
the board's executive director handpicked the review panel to ensure the vote




•
 (as 
adj.

 
handpicked

 )
 
a handpicked team.



















hand press






noun




a printing press that is operated by hand.













handprint

 
/ˈhan(d)print/






noun




the mark left by the impression of a hand.













handprinted

 
/ˌhandˈprin(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
written by hand with the letters individually formed.




2.
 
of or bearing a design printed by hand.













hand puppet






noun




a puppet operated by putting one's hand inside it.













handrail

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌrāl/






noun




a rail fixed to posts or a wall for people to hold on to for support.













hand-rear






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) feed and care for (a young animal) until it is fully grown




•
 
the baby gorillas were hand-reared by zookeepers after being rejected by their mothers.




•
 (as 
adj

 
hand-reared

 )
 
hand-reared pheasants.



















handroll

 
/ˈhandrōl/






noun




a type of sushi consisting of a cone of dried seaweed filled with rice, fish, vegetables, etc.













handsaw

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌsô/






noun




a wood saw worked by one hand.













handselling

 
/ˈhandˈseliNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of promoting books by personal recommendation rather than by publisher-sponsored marketing.








II.
 
derivatives





handsell






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 —




















handset

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌset/






noun



1.
 
a mobile phone.




•
 
many stolen handsets are believed to end up in Eastern Europe.










2.
 
the part of a telephone that is held up to speak into and listen to.




3.
 
a handheld controller for a piece of electronic equipment, such as a television or video recorder.













hands-free

 
//






adjective




(of a telephone or other electronic device) designed to be operated without using the hands.













handshake

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌSHāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of shaking a person's hand with one's own, used as a greeting or to finalize an agreement.




2.
 
a person's particular way of doing this




•
 
her handshake was warm and firm.










3.
 


[Computing]

 an exchange of standardized signals between devices in a computer network regulating the transfer of data.








II.
 
derivatives





handshaking

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌSHākiNG /






noun





















handsome

 
/ˈhan(t)səm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a man) good-looking.




2.
 
(of a woman) striking and imposing in good looks rather than conventionally pretty.




3.
 
(of a thing) well made, imposing, and of obvious quality




•
 
handsome cookbooks




•
 
a handsome country town.










4.
 
(of a number, sum of money, or margin) substantial




•
 
elected by a handsome majority.














II.
 
phrases





handsome is as handsome does








‹proverb›

 character and behavior are more important than appearance.












III.
 
derivatives





handsomeness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from hand
 + -some
 1
 . The original sense was ‘easy to handle or use,’ hence ‘suitable’ and ‘apt, clever’ (mid 16th cent.), giving rise to the current appreciatory senses (late 16th cent).





handsomely

 
/ˈhan(t)səmlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a smart and attractive manner or style; elegantly




•
 
a handsomely dressed young man.










2.
 
in a well-crafted or high-quality manner




•
 
the book is handsomely produced.










3.
 
thoroughly and impressively




•
 
we always won, and won handsomely




•
 
overall this film adaptation succeeds handsomely.










4.
 
to a large or generous degree; substantially




•
 
she was handsomely rewarded for her efforts.



















handspan

 
/ˈhan(d)span/






noun




the width of a person's hand, as measured from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the little finger, when the fingers and thumb are spread out.













handspike

 
/ˈhandˌspīk/






noun






‹historical›

 a wooden rod with an iron tip, used as a lever on board ship and by artillery soldiers.













handspring

 
/ˈhandˌspriNG/






noun




an acrobatic jump through the air onto one's hands followed by springing onto one's feet.













handstand

 
/ˈhandˌstand/






noun




an act of balancing on one's hands with one's feet in the air or against a wall.













handsy

 
/ˈhandzē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 tending to touch other people, typically in a way that is inappropriate or unwanted




•
 
another participant is getting a bit handsy.

















– origin

 1960s: from plural of hand
 + -y
 1
 .





hand-to-hand






adjective




(of fighting) at close quarters




•
 
training in 
hand-to-hand combat

 .



















hand tool






noun




a tool held in the hand and operated without electricity or other power.













handwash

 
/ˈhandwäSH/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 liquid soap for washing one's hands




•
 
we were all given bottles of antibacterial handwash.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash (something) by hand rather than using a machine




•
 
delicate articles should always be hand-washed to avoid any damage.



















handwashing

 
/ˈhandwäSHiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of washing one's hands




•
 
repeated handwashing may follow from obsessions about dirt or contamination.










2.
 
the action or process of washing something by hand rather than using a machine




•
 
she oversaw handwashing of all costumes.



















hand-waving






noun




the use of gestures and insubstantial language meant to impress or convince




•
 
their patriotic hand-waving lacked sincerity




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
her path of logic and hand-waving explanations.



















handwork

 
/ˈhan(d)wərk/





I.
 
noun




work done with the hands




•
 
the transition from handwork to machine production.














II.
 
derivatives





handworked

 
/ˈhandˌwərkt /






adjective





















handwoven

 
/ˈhandˌwōvən/






adjective



1.
 
made on a hand-operated loom




•
 
handwoven linens.










2.
 
woven by hand.













handwringing

 
/ˈhandˌriNGiNG/






noun



1.
 
the clasping together and squeezing of one's hands, especially when distressed or worried.




2.
 
an excessive display of concern or distress




•
 
his customary handwringing about the need for more local aid.




















handwriting

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌrīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
writing with a pen or pencil.




2.
 
a person's particular style of writing




•
 
her handwriting was small and neat.














II.
 
phrases





the handwriting (or writing) is on the wall






there are clear signs that something unpleasant or unwelcome is going to happen




•
 
the handwriting was on the wall for the old system.







[with biblical allusion to Dan. 5:5, 25–8.]

















handwritten

 
/ˈhan(d)ˌritn/






adjective




written with a pen, pencil, or other handheld implement.













handy

 
/ˈhandē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
convenient to handle or use; useful




•
 
a handy desktop encyclopedia




•
 
handy for everyday use.










2.
 
close at hand




•
 
keep credit cards handy.










3.
 
placed or occurring conveniently




•
 
a hotel in a handy central location.










4.
 
skillful




•
 
he's 
handy with

 a needle.














II.
 
phrases





come in handy








‹informal›

 turn out to be useful




•
 
the sort of junk that might come in handy one day.


















III.
 
derivatives





handiness

 
/ˈhandēnəs /






noun





















Handy, W. C.

 
/ˈhandē/






(1873–1958), US composer and musician; full name 
William Christopher Handy

 ; known as the 
Father of the Blues

 . As a cornetist he led the Mahara Minstrels band 1896–1903. Many of his works, including “St. Louis Blues” and “Memphis Blues,” were multistrain jazz compositions that utilized elements of the blues.









handyman

 
/ˈhandēˌman/






noun




a person able or employed to do occasional domestic repairs and minor renovations.













Hanford

 
/ˈhanfərd/






a government reservation in Richland in southeastern Washington, a former US plutonium-production site.










hang

 
/haNG/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
suspend or be suspended from above with the lower part dangling free


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
that's where people are supposed to hang their wash




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a chain hanging freely over two pegs.










2.
 
attach or be attached to a wall


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we could just hang the pictures on the walls




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the room in which the pictures will hang.










3.
 
(
be hung with

 )
 — be adorned with pictures or other decorations




•
 
the walls of her hall were hung with examples of her work.










4.
 
attach or be attached so as to allow free movement about the point of attachment


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a long time was spent hanging a couple of doors.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of fabric or a garment) be arranged in folds so as to droop in a specified way




•
 
this blend of silk and wool hangs well and resists creases.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — paste (wallpaper) to a wall.




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 informal way of saying hang around
 (
sense

 2) or hang out
 (
sense

 3).




8.
 
(
past

 hanged) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — kill (someone) by tying a rope attached from above around the neck and removing the support from beneath (used as a form of capital punishment)




•
 
he was hanged for murder




•
 
she hanged herself in her cell.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be killed by hanging




•
 
both men were sentenced to hang.










10.
 


‹dated›

 used in expressions as a mild oath


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they could all go hang




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I'm hanged if I know.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain static in the air




•
 
a haze of smoke hung below the ceiling.










12.
 
be present or imminent, especially oppressively or threateningly




•
 
a sense of dread hung over him for days.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 deliver (a breaking pitch) that does not change direction as intended.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 (of a juror) prevent (a jury) from reaching a verdict by a dissenting vote.




15.
 


[Computing]

 come or cause to come unexpectedly to a state in which no further operations can be carried out.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a downward droop or bend




•
 
the bullish hang of his head.










2.
 
the way in which something hangs




•
 
the hang of one's clothes.










3.
 
the way in which pictures are displayed in an exhibition.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get the hang of








‹informal›

 learn how to operate or do (something)




•
 
it's quite simple when you get the hang of it.















2.
 
hang by a thread






see thread
 .









3.
 
hang fire






delay or be delayed in taking action or progressing.









4.
 
hang one's hat








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be resident.









5.
 
hang heavily (or heavy)






(of time) pass slowly.









6.
 
hang in the air






remain unresolved




•
 
the question that has been hanging in the air.















7.
 
hang a left (or right)








‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 make a left (or right) turn.









8.
 
hang loose






see loose
 .









9.
 
hang someone out to dry








‹informal›

 leave someone in a difficult or vulnerable situation.









10.
 
hang ten








[Surfing]

 ride a surfboard with all ten toes curled over the board's front edge.









11.
 
hang tough








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be or remain inflexible or firmly resolved.









12.
 
let it all hang out








‹informal›

 be very relaxed or uninhibited.









13.
 
not care (or give) a hang








‹informal›

 not care at all




•
 
people just don't give a hang about plants.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hang around





a.
 
loiter; wait around




•
 
undercover officers spent most of their time hanging around bars.










b.
 
(
hang around with

 )
 — associate with (someone)




•
 
he never hangs around with that gang.















2.
 
hang back





a.
 
remain behind




•
 
Stephen hung back for fear of being seen.










b.
 
show reluctance to act or move




•
 
they were hanging back, each unwilling to speak first.















3.
 
hang in








‹informal›

 remain persistent and determined in difficult circumstances




•
 
in the second half, we just had to 
hang in there

 .















4.
 
hang on





a.
 
hold tightly




•
 
he hung on to the back of her coat.










b.
 


‹informal›

 remain firm or persevere, especially in difficult circumstances




•
 
we must hang on as best we can.










c.
 
(
hang on to

 )
 — keep; retain




•
 
he is determined to hang on to his job.










d.
 


‹informal›

 wait for a short time




•
 
hang on a minute—do you think I might have left anything out?










e.
 
(on the telephone) remain connected until one is able to talk to a particular person.




f.
 
be contingent or dependent on




•
 
the future of Europe should not hang on a referendum by the French.










g.
 
listen closely to




•
 
she hung on his every word.















5.
 
hang something on








‹informal›

 attach the blame for something to (someone).









6.
 
hang out





a.
 
(of laundry) hang from a clothesline to dry.




b.
 
(of a shirttail or other piece of clothing) protrude and hang loosely downward




•
 
with the front tucked in and the tail hanging out.










c.
 


‹informal›

 spend time relaxing or enjoying oneself




•
 
musicians hang out with their own kind.















7.
 
hang together





a.
 
make sense; be consistent




•
 
it helps the speech to hang together.










b.
 
(of people) remain associated; help or support each other.









8.
 
hang up





a.
 
hang from a hook, hanger, etc.




•
 
his good shirt's ironed and hanging up.










b.
 
end a telephone conversation by cutting the connection.




c.
 
(
hang up on

 )
 — end a telephone conversation with (someone) by abruptly cutting the connection.









9.
 
hang up something





a.
 
hang something on a hook




•
 
a closet where he could hang up his clothes.










b.
 


‹informal›

 cease or retire from the activity associated with the garment or object specified




•
 
he will soon have to hang up his referee's whistle for good.





















– origin

 Old English 
hangian

 (intransitive verb), related to Dutch and German 
hangen

 , reinforced by the Old Norse transitive verb 
hanga

 . / 
usage:

 In modern English, 
hang

 has two past tense and past participle forms: 
hanged

 and 
hung

 . 
Hung

 is the normal form in most general uses (they 
hung

 out the wash; she 
hung

 around for a few minutes; he had 
hung

 the picture over the fireplace), but 
hanged

 is the form normally used in reference to execution by hanging (she was 
hanged

 as a witch in April 1621).





hangar

 
/ˈhaNGər/





I.
 
noun




a large building with extensive floor area, typically for housing aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be hangared

 )


1.
 
place or store in a hangar




•
 
the army choppers that were hangared out at Springs.














III.
 
derivatives





hangarage

 
/-rij /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘shelter’): from French; probably from Germanic bases meaning ‘hamlet’ and ‘enclosure.’





Hangchow

 
/ˈhaNGˈCHou, ˈhäNGˈjō/






variant of Hangzhou
 .









hangdog

 
/ˈhaNGˌdôɡ/






adjective




having a dejected or guilty appearance; shamefaced




•
 
the boys wore hangdog looks as the police marched them down the steps.



















hanger

 
/ˈhaNGər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who hangs something




•
 
a wallpaper hanger.










2.
 
(also 
coat hanger

 )
 — a shaped piece of wood, plastic, or metal with a hook at the top, from which clothes may be hung in order to keep them in shape and free of creases.













hanger-on

 
/ˈˌhaNGər ˈˌän/






noun




a person who associates with another person or a group in a sycophantic manner or for the purpose of gaining some personal advantage




•
 
he was a hanger-on who used to come around and drink with Father.



















hang glider





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unpowered flying apparatus for a single person, consisting of a frame with a fabric airfoil stretched over it. The operator is suspended from a harness below and controls flight by body movement.




2.
 
a person flying a hang glider.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hang-glide

 
/ˈhaNG ˌɡlīd /






verb













2.
 
hang gliding






noun





















hanging

 
/ˈhaNGiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice of hanging condemned people as a form of capital punishment.




2.
 
a decorative piece of fabric or curtain hung on the wall of a room or around a bed




•
 
a beautiful wall hanging.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
suspended in the air




•
 
hanging palls of smoke.










2.
 
situated or designed so as to appear to hang down




•
 
hanging gardens.



















hanging basket

 
/ˈhaNGiNG ˈbaskət/






noun




a basket or similar container that can be suspended from a building by a small rope or chain and in which decorative flowering plants are grown.













Hanging Gardens of Babylon

 
/ˈhaNGiNG ˈɡärdnz əv ə ˈbabəˌlän/






legendary terraced gardens at Babylon, watered by pumps from the Euphrates, whose construction was ascribed to Nebuchadnezzar (
c.

 600 
BC

 ). They were one of the Seven Wonders of the World.









hanging indent






noun




indentation of a paragraph in which all lines except the first are indented.













hanging valley

 
/ˈhaNGiNG ˈvalē/






noun




a valley that is cut across by a deeper valley or a cliff.













hanging wall






noun






[Geology]

 the block of rock that lies above an inclined fault or an ore body.

Compare with footwall
 .













hangman

 
/ˈhaNGmən ˈhaNGˌman/






noun



1.
 
an executioner who hangs condemned people.




2.
 
a game for two in which one player tries to guess the letters of a word, and failed attempts are recorded by drawing a gallows and someone hanging on it, line by line.














hangnail

 
/ˈhaNGˌnāl/





I.
 
noun




a piece of torn skin at the root of a fingernail.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of 
agnail

 ‘painful swelling around a nail’ (from Old English 
angnægl

 , denoting a corn on the toe), influenced by hang
 .





hangout

 
/ˈhaNGˌout/






noun






‹informal›

 a place one frequently visits




•
 
I nursed a beer at a favorite college hangout.



















hangover

 
/ˈhaNGˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
a severe headache or other after effects caused by drinking an excess of alcohol.




2.
 
a thing that has survived from the past




•
 


a hangover from

 the sixties.



















hangry

 
/ˈhaNGɡrē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 bad-tempered or irritable as a result of hunger




•
 
I get very hangry if I miss a meal.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of hungry
 and angry
 .





Hang Seng index

 
/ˌhaNG ˈseNG ˌindeks/





I.
 
a figure indicating the relative price of shares on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange.







– origin

 named after the 
Hang Seng Bank

 in Hong Kong, where it was devised.





hang time






noun






[Football]

 the number of seconds during which a punted ball is in the air.













hang-up

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 an emotional problem or inhibition




•
 
people with hang-ups about their age.




















Hangzhou

 
/haNGˈjō /

 
Hangchow






a city in eastern China, the capital of Zhejiang province, on an inlet of the Yellow Sea called Hangzhou Bay, at the southern end of the Grand Canal; pop. 2,455,600 (est. 2006).









hank

 
/haNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coil or skein of yarn, hair, rope, or other material




•
 


a

 thick 
hank of

 her blonde hair.










2.
 
a measurement of the length per unit mass of cloth or yarn, which varies according to the type being measured. For example, a hank is equal to 840 yards for cotton yarn and 560 yards for worsted.




3.
 


[Sailing]

 a ring for securing a staysail to the stay.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
hǫnk

 ; compare with Swedish 
hank

 ‘string’ and Danish 
hank

 ‘handle.’





hanker

 
/ˈhaNGkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
hanker after/for/to do something

 )


1.
 
feel a strong desire for or to do something




•
 
his wife accused him of hankering after adultery




•
 
she hankered to go back.














II.
 
derivatives





hankerer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably related to hang
 ; compare with Dutch 
hunkeren

 .





hankering

 
/ˈhaNGkəriNG/






noun




a strong desire to have or do something




•
 
a hankering for family life.




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he had a hankering to return to Scotland.



















Hanks, Tom

 
/haNGks/






(1956–), US actor; full name 
Thomas Jeffrey Hanks

 . Notable movies: 
Splash!

 (1984), 
Big

 (1988), 
Sleepless in Seattle

 (1993), 
Philadelphia

 (1993), 
Forrest Gump

 (1994), 
Saving Private Ryan

 (1998), and 
The Terminal

 (2004).









hanky

 
/ˈhaNGkē /

 
hankie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a handkerchief.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





hanky-panky

 
/ˌhaNGkēˈpaNGkē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 behavior, in particular sexual or legally dubious behavior, considered improper but not seriously so




•
 
there's no hanky-panky involved, no dating of customers




•
 
suspicions of financial hanky-panky.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of hokey-pokey
 .





Hannibal1


 
/ˈhanəbəl/






a port city in northeastern Missouri, on the Mississippi River, the boyhood home of Mark Twain; pop. 17,432 (est. 2008).









Hannibal2


 
/ˈhanəbəl/






(247–182 
BC

 ), Carthaginian general. In the second Punic War he attacked Italy by crossing the Alps. He repeatedly defeated the Romans, although he failed to take Rome itself. After being recalled to Africa he was defeated at Zama by Scipio Africanus in 202.









Hanoi

 
/häˈnoi/






the capital of Vietnam, on the Red River, in the northern part of the country; pop. 2,632,100 (est. 2009). It was the capital of French Indo-China 1887–1946 and of North Vietnam before the reunification of North and South Vietnam.









Hanover

 
/ˈhanōvər/





I.
 
an industrial city in northwestern Germany, the capital of Lower Saxony, on the Mittelland Canal; pop. 516,300 (est. 2006). German name 
Hannover

 .




II.
 
a former state and province in northern Germany. In 1714 the Elector of Hanover succeeded to the British throne as George I, and from then until the accession of Victoria (1837) the same monarch ruled both Britain and Hanover.




III.
 
the British royal house from 1714 to the death of Queen Victoria in 1901.




IV.
 
a town in west central New Hampshire, on the Connecticut River, home to Dartmouth College; pop. 11,068 (est. 2008).









Hanoverian

 
/ˌhanəˈverēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the royal house of Hanover.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the Hanoverians

 )
 — any of the British sovereigns from George I to Victoria.




2.
 
a medium-built horse of a German breed, developed for use both as a riding horse and in harness.













Han River

 
/ˌhän ˈrivər/





I.
 
a river in eastern China that flows southeast for 952 miles (1,532 km) from southwestern Shaanxi province to the Yangtze River in Hubei province. Chinese name 
Han Shui

 .




II.
 
a river in south China that rises in southeastern Fujian province and flows south for 210 miles (338 km) to the South China Sea at Shantou in Guangdong province. Chinese name 
Han Jiang

 .









Hansard

 
/ˈhansərd/





I.
 
noun




the official record of debates in the British, Canadian, Australian, or New Zealand parliament.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Thomas C. 
Hansard

 (1776–1833), an English printer whose company originally printed it.





Hansberry, Lorraine

 
/ˈhanzˌberē/






(1930–65), US playwright and civil rights activist. Her 
A Raisin in the Sun

 (1959) was the first play by an African-American woman to be produced on Broadway. It was made into a movie in 1961.










Hanse

 
/ˈhanz ˈhäns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medieval guild of merchants.




2.
 
(
the Hanse

 )
 — the Hanseatic League.




3.
 
a fee payable to a guild of merchants.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hanse

 ‘guild, company,’ from Old High German 
hansa

 ‘company, troop.’





Hanseatic League

 
/ˌhansēˈadik ˌlēɡ/





I.
 
a medieval association of northern German cities, formed in 1241 and surviving until the 19th century. In the later Middle Ages it included over 100 towns and functioned as an independent political power.







– origin

 
Hanseatic

 from medieval Latin 
Hanseaticus

 , from 
hansa

 (see Hanse
 ).





hansel

 
/ˈhan(t)səl /

 

‹archaic US›


 
handsel





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gift given for good luck at the beginning of the year or to mark an acquisition or the start of an enterprise.




2.
 
the first installment of a payment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a hansel to.




2.
 
inaugurate (something), especially by being the first to try it




•
 
a floodlit fixture to officially hansel the completed stadium.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting luck): apparently related to late Old English 
handselen

 ‘giving into a person's hands,’ and Old Norse 
handsal

 ‘giving of the hand to seal a promise,’ from hand
 + an element related to sell
 ; the notion of ‘luck,’ however, is not present in these words.






Hansen's disease

 
/ˈhansənz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




another name for leprosy
 .











– origin

 1930s: named after Gerhard H. A. 
Hansen

 (1841–1912), the Norwegian physician who discovered the causative agent of the disease.





hansom

 
/ˈhansəm /

 
hansom cab





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a two-wheeled horse-drawn carriage accommodating two inside, with the driver seated behind.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Joseph A. 
Hansom

 (1803–82), English architect, patentee of such a cab in 1834.





hantavirus

 
/ˈhan(t)əˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun




a virus of a genus carried by rodents and causing various febrile hemorrhagic diseases, often with kidney damage or failure.











– origin

 1980s: from 
Hantaan

 (the name of a river in Korea where the virus was first isolated) + virus
 .






Hanukkah

 
/ˈhänəkə ˈKHänəkə /

 
Chanukah





I.
 
noun




a lesser Jewish festival, lasting eight days from the 25th day of Kislev (in December) and commemorating the rededication of the Temple in 165 
BC

 by the Maccabees after its desecration by the Syrians. It is marked by the successive kindling of eight lights.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
ḥănukkāh

 ‘consecration.’






hanuman

 
/həno͝oˈmän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
hanuman langur

 )
 — a pale-colored langur monkey of southern Asia, venerated by Hindus.

[
Presbytis entellus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]




2.
 
(
Hanuman

 )
 — 

[Hinduism]

 a semidivine being of monkeylike form, whose exploits are described in the Ramayana.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
hanumant

 ‘large-jawed.’





Hanzhong

 
/ˈhänˈjo͝oNG/






a city in Shaanxi province, in central China, southwest of Xi'an on the northern bank of the Han River; pop. 420,000.









haole

 
/ˈhoulē/





I.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 (in Hawaii) a person who is not a native Hawaiian, especially a white person.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





haoma

 
/ˈhoumə/






noun




variant of hom
 .














hap

 
/hap /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
luck; fortune.




2.
 
a chance occurrence, especially an event that is considered unlucky.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come about by chance




•
 
what can hap to him worthy to be deemed evil?










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — have the fortune or luck to do something




•
 
where'er I happ'd to roam.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
happ

 .





hapa

 
/ˈhäpə, ˈhapə /

 
Hapa





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a person who is partially of Asian or Pacific Islander descent




•
 
some academics theorized that by the turn of the century Asian America would be comprised mostly of hapas.

















– origin

 Hawaiian, literally ‘half.’





hapax legomenon

 
/ˌhapaks ləˈɡäməˌnän/





I.
 
noun




a term of which only one instance of use is recorded.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Greek, ‘a thing said once,’ from 
hapax

 ‘once’ and the passive participle of 
legein

 ‘to say.’





haphazard

 
/ˌhapˈhazərd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking any obvious principle of organization




•
 
the kitchen drawers contained a haphazard collection of silver souvenir spoons.














II.
 
derivatives





haphazardness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from hap
 + hazard
 .





haphazardly

 
/ˌhapˈhazərdlē/






adverb




in a manner lacking any obvious principle of organization




•
 
a hodgepodge of family photos haphazardly arranged on a table




•
 
the film feels haphazardly thrown together.



















hapkido

 
/häpˈkēdō/





I.
 
noun




a Korean martial art characterized by kicking and circular movements.











– origin

 Korean: ‘way of coordinated strength.’





hapless

 
/ˈhapləs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person) unfortunate




•
 
if you're one of the many hapless car buyers who've been shafted.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
haplessly






adverb













2.
 
haplessness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from hap
 (in the early sense ‘good fortune’) + -less
 .





haplo-





I.
 
combining form




single; simple




•
 
haplography




•
 
haploid.

















– origin

 from Greek 
haploos

 ‘single.’





haplochromine

 
/ˌhaplōˈkrōmēn /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting cichlid fishes of a large and diverse group that are particularly abundant in the large lakes of East Africa.








II.
 
noun




a haplochromine fish.

[
Haplochromis

 and related genera, family 
Cichlidae

 .]











– origin

 from the modern Latin genus name.





haplodiploid

 
/ˌhaplōˈdiploid/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 denoting or possessing a genetic system in which females develop from fertilized (diploid) eggs and males from unfertilized (haploid) ones.








II.
 
derivatives





haplodiploidy






noun





















haplography

 
/hapˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the inadvertent omission of a repeated letter or letters in writing (e.g., writing 
philogy

 for 
philology

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
haploos

 ‘single’ + -graphy
 .






haploid

 
/ˈhapˌloid /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) having a single set of unpaired chromosomes.

Compare with diploid
 .




2.
 
(of an organism or part) composed of haploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a haploid organism or cell.








III.
 
derivatives





haploidy






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
haploos

 ‘single’ + -oid
 .





haplology

 
/hapˈläləjē/





I.
 
noun




the omission of an occurrence of a sound or syllable that is repeated within a word, e.g., in 
probly

 for 
probably

 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
haploos

 ‘single’ + -logy
 .






haplontic

 
/ˌhapˈlän(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 (chiefly of an alga or other lower plant) having a life cycle in which the main form is haploid, with a diploid zygote being formed only briefly.

Compare with diplontic
 and diplohaplontic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





haplont

 
/ˈhapˌlänt /






noun





















haplosis

 
/hapˈlōsis/






noun






[Biology]

 the halving of the number of chromosomes in a diploid cell during meiosis, resulting in two haploid cells.














happen

 
/ˈhapən/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take place; occur




•
 
the afternoon when the disturbance happened.










2.
 
ensue as an effect or result of an action or event




•
 
this is what happens when the mechanism goes wrong.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — chance to do something or come about




•
 
we just happened to meet Paul




•
 
there happens to be a clash of personalities.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — come about by chance




•
 


it just so happened that

 she turned up that afternoon.










5.
 
(
happen on

 )
 — find or come across by chance




•
 
Mike played football as a boy and happened on cycling by accident.










6.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — used as a polite formula in questions




•
 
do you happen to know who her doctor is?










7.
 
(
happen to

 )
 — be experienced by (someone); befall




•
 
the same thing happened to me.










8.
 
become of




•
 
I don't care what happens to the money.














II.
 
phrases





as it happens






actually; as a matter of fact




•
 
we've got a room vacant, as it happens.





















– origin

 late Middle English (superseding the verb 
hap

 ): from the noun hap
 + -en
 1
 .





happening

 
/ˈhap(ə)niNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event or occurrence




•
 
altogether it was an eerie happening.










2.
 
a partly improvised or spontaneous piece of theatrical or other artistic performance, typically involving audience participation




•
 
a multimedia happening.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 fashionable; trendy




•
 
nightclubs for the young are the happening thing.



















happenstance

 
/ˈhapənˌstans/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 coincidence




•
 
it was just happenstance that I happened to be there




•
 
an untoward happenstance for Trudy.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of happen
 and circumstance
 .





happi

 
/ˈhapē /

 
happi coat





I.
 
noun




a loose informal Japanese coat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese.





happily

 
/ˈhapəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a happy way




•
 
Eleanor giggled happily.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — it is fortunate that




•
 
happily, today's situation is very different.



















happiness

 
/ˈhapēnəs/






noun




the state of being happy




•
 
she struggled to find happiness in her life.




•
 
Tom's heart swelled with happiness.



















happy

 
/ˈhapē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing pleasure or contentment




•
 
Melissa came in looking happy and excited




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
we're just happy that he's still alive




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
they are happy to see me doing well.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
happy about

 )
 — having a sense of confidence in or satisfaction with (a person, arrangement, or situation)




•
 
I was never very happy about the explanation




•
 
I can't say they looked too happy about it, but a deal's a deal.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
happy with

 )
 — satisfied with the quality or standard of




•
 
I'm happy with his performance.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — willing to do something




•
 
we will be happy to advise you.










5.
 
(of an event or situation) characterized by happiness




•
 
we had a very happy, relaxed time.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used in greetings




•
 
happy birthday.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — fortunate and convenient




•
 
he had the happy knack of making people like him.










8.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 inclined to use a specified thing excessively or at random




•
 
our litigation-happy society.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) happy as a clam (at high tide)






extremely happy.









2.
 
happy hunting ground






a place where success or enjoyment is obtained.

[originally referring to the optimistic hope of American Indians for good hunting grounds in the afterlife.]















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘lucky’): from the noun hap
 + -y
 1
 .





happy camper






noun






‹informal›

 a comfortable, contented person




•
 
I was making a living mopping floors then and I was 
not a happy camper






•
 
give me a good book, a Caribbean beach, and I'm a happy camper.



















happy-go-lucky

 
/ˈˌhapē ˌɡō ˈləkē/






adjective




cheerfully unconcerned about the future




•
 
a happy-go-lucky, relaxed attitude.



















happy hour

 
/ˈhapē ˌou(ə)r/






noun




a period of the day when drinks are sold at reduced prices in a bar or restaurant.













happy medium

 
/ˈhapē ˈˌmēdēəm/






noun




a satisfactory compromise




•
 
you have to 
strike a happy medium between

 looking like royalty and looking like a housewife.



















happy pill






noun






‹informal›

 a tablet of an antidepressant or other drug, regarded as inducing a feeling of happiness or cheerfulness




•
 
call the doctor and get some happy pills.



















happy slapping





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the practice whereby a group of people assault a stranger at random while filming the incident on a mobile device, so as to circulate the images or post them online




•
 
a media lecturer has blamed shows such as 'Jackass' for the rise of happy slapping.














II.
 
derivatives





happy slapper






noun





















hapten

 
/ˈhapten/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a small molecule that, when combined with a larger carrier such as a protein, can elicit the production of antibodies that bind specifically to it (in the free or combined state).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
haptein

 ‘fasten.’





haptic

 
/ˈhaptik/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 of or relating to the sense of touch, in particular relating to the perception and manipulation of objects using the senses of touch and proprioception.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
haptikos

 ‘able to touch or grasp,’ from 
haptein

 ‘fasten.’





haptoglobin

 
/ˌhaptəˈɡlōbən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in blood serum that binds to and removes free hemoglobin from the bloodstream.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
haptein

 ‘fasten’ + 
(hemo)globin

 .






hara-kiri

 
/ˌherəˈkirē ˌhärəˈkirē/





I.
 
noun




ritual suicide by disembowelment with a sword, formerly practiced in Japan by samurai as an honorable alternative to disgrace or execution.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: colloquial Japanese, from 
hara

 ‘belly’ + 
kiri

 ‘cutting.’






haram

 
/ˈherəm/





I.
 
adjective




forbidden or proscribed by Islamic law.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ḥarām

 ‘forbidden.’ Compare with harem
 .





harangue

 
/həˈraNG/





I.
 
noun




a lengthy and aggressive speech.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lecture (someone) at length in an aggressive and critical manner




•
 
the kind of guy who 
harangued

 total strangers 
about

 PCB levels in whitefish.














III.
 
derivatives





haranguer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
arenge

 , from medieval Latin 
harenga

 , perhaps of Germanic origin. The spelling was later altered to conform with French 
harangue

 (noun), 
haranguer

 (verb).





Harappa

 
/həˈrapə/






an ancient city of the Indus valley civilization (
c.

 2600–1700 
BC

 ), in northern Pakistan. The site of the ruins was discovered in 1920.










Harare

 
/həˈrärē/






the capital of Zimbabwe; pop. 1,696,000 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1982) Salisbury
 .









harass

 
/həˈras ˈherəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to aggressive pressure or intimidation




•
 
a warning to men harassing women at work.










2.
 
make repeated small-scale attacks on (an enemy)




•
 
the squadron's task was to harass the retreating enemy forces.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
harasser






noun













2.
 
harassingly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
harasser

 , from 
harer

 ‘set a dog on,’ from Germanic 
hare

 , a cry urging a dog to attack. / 
usage:

 Traditionally, the word 
harass

 has been pronounced with stress on the first syllable, as “HAR-us.” But the newer pronunciation that puts the stress on the second syllable ("huh-RAS") is increasingly more widespread and is considered standard. This is also true for 
harassed

 and 
harassment

 .





harassed

 
/həˈrast ˈharəst/






adjective




feeling or looking strained through having too many demands made on one




•
 
it is a godsend for harassed parents.



















harassment

 
/həˈrasmənt ˈherəsmənt/






noun




aggressive pressure or intimidation




•
 
they face daily harassment by the police.



















Harbin

 
/härˈbin, ˈhärbin/






a city in northeastern China, the capital of Heilongjiang province, on the Songhua River; pop. 3,075,300 (est. 2006).










harbinger

 
/ˈhärbənjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that announces or signals the approach of another




•
 
witch hazels are the harbingers of spring.










2.
 
a forerunner of something




•
 
these works were not yet opera, but they were the most important harbinger of opera.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
herbergere

 , from 
herbergier

 ‘provide lodging for,’ from 
herberge

 ‘lodging,’ from Old Saxon 
heriberga

 ‘shelter for an army, lodging’ (from 
heri

 ‘army’ + a Germanic base meaning ‘fortified place’), related to harbor
 . The term originally denoted a person who provided lodging, later one who went ahead to find lodgings for an army or for a nobleman and his retinue, hence, a herald (mid 16th cent).






harbor

 
/ˈhärbər /

 


‹Brit.›

 harbour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place on the coast where vessels may find shelter, especially one protected from rough water by piers, jetties, and other artificial structures




•
 
fishing in the harbor




•
 
the westerly wind kept us 
in harbor

 until the following afternoon.










2.
 
a place of refuge




•
 
the offered harbor of his arms.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep (a thought or feeling, typically a negative one) in one's mind, especially secretly




•
 
she started to harbor doubts about the wisdom of their journey.










2.
 
give a home or shelter to




•
 
woodlands that once harbored a colony of red deer.










3.
 
shelter or hide (a criminal or wanted person)




•
 
he was suspected of harboring an escaped prisoner.










4.
 
carry the germs of (a disease).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a ship or its crew) moor in a harbor




•
 
he might have harbored in San Francisco.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
harborer






noun













2.
 
harborless






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
herebeorg

 ‘shelter, refuge,’ 
herebeorgian

 ‘occupy shelter,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
herberge

 and German 
Herberge

 , also to French 
auberge

 ‘inn’; see also harbinger
 .





harbor dues

 


‹Brit.›

 harbour dues






plural noun




fees payable in return for permission to moor a boat at a particular harbor




•
 
harbor dues must be paid for any boat using the harbor.



















harbor fees

 


‹Brit.›

 harbour fees






plural noun




fees payable in return for permission to moor a boat at a particular harbor




•
 
the boat's owners abandoned it in Canada over unpaid harbor fees.



















harbormaster

 
/ˈhärbərˌmastər /

 
harbor master






noun




an official in charge of a harbor.














harbor porpoise






noun




a porpoise with a dark gray back shading to white underparts, found in the coastal waters of North America and northern Europe.

Also called common porpoise
 . [
Phocoena phocoena

 , family 
Phocoenidae

 .]













harbor seal






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a seal with a mottled gray-brown coat and a concave profile, found along North Atlantic and North Pacific coasts.

[
Phoca vitulina

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]













harborside

 
/ˈhärbərˌsīd/






noun




the area immediately adjacent to a harbor.




•
 
whitewashed cottages radiate out from the harborside.




















hard

 
/härd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
solid, firm, and resistant to pressure; not easily broken, bent, or pierced




•
 
a hard mattress




•
 
ground frozen hard as a rock.










2.
 
(of a person) not showing any signs of weakness; tough




•
 
the hard, tough, honest cop.










3.
 
(of information) reliable, especially because based on something true or substantiated




•
 
hard facts about the underclass are maddeningly elusive.










4.
 
(of a subject of study) dealing with precise and verifiable facts




•
 
efforts to turn psychology into hard science.










5.
 
(of water) containing mineral salts that make lathering difficult.




6.
 
(of prices of stock, commodities, etc.) stable or firm in value.




7.
 
(of science fiction) scientifically accurate rather than purely fantastic or whimsical




•
 
a hard SF novel.










8.
 
(of a consonant) pronounced as 
c

 in 
cat

 or 
g

 in 
go

 .




9.
 
requiring a great deal of endurance or effort




•
 
stooping over all day was hard work.










10.
 
putting a lot of energy into an activity




•
 
he'd been a hard worker all his life.










11.
 
difficult to bear; causing suffering




•
 
times were hard at the end of the war




•
 
he'd had a hard life.










12.
 
difficult to understand or solve




•
 
this is a really hard question




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she found it hard to believe that he could be involved.










13.
 
not showing sympathy or affection; strict




•
 
my father is no longer the hard man he once was.










14.
 
(of a season or the weather) severe




•
 
it's been a long, hard winter.










15.
 
harsh or unpleasant to the senses




•
 
the hard light of morning.










16.
 
(of wine) harsh or sharp to the taste, especially because of tannin.




17.
 
done with a great deal of force or strength




•
 
a hard blow to the head.










18.
 
potent, powerful, or intense, in particular




19.
 
(of liquor) strongly alcoholic; denoting distilled spirits rather than beer or wine.




20.
 


(US)

 (of apple cider) having alcoholic content from fermentation.




21.
 
(of a drug) potent and addictive.




22.
 
denoting an extreme or dogmatic faction within a political party




•
 
the hard left.










23.
 
(of radiation) highly penetrating.




24.
 
(of pornography) highly obscene and explicit.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
with a great deal of effort




•
 
they work hard at school.










2.
 
with a great deal of force; violently




•
 
it was raining hard.










3.
 
so as to be solid or firm




•
 
the mortar has set hard.










4.
 
to the fullest extent possible




•
 
put the wheel 
hard over

 to starboard.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be hard on





a.
 
treat or criticize (someone) severely




•
 
you're being too hard on her.










b.
 
be difficult for or unfair to




•
 
I think the war must have been hard on her.










c.
 
be likely to hurt or damage




•
 
the monitor flickers, which is hard on the eyes.















2.
 
be hard put






[usu. with 
infinitive

 ]
 — find it very difficult




•
 
you'll be hard put to find a better compromise.















3.
 
give someone a hard time








‹informal›

 deliberately make a situation difficult for someone.









4.
 
go hard with








‹dated›

 turn out to (someone's) disadvantage




•
 
it would go hard with the poor.















5.
 
hard and fast







/ˌhärd ən ˈfast /

 — (of a rule or a distinction made) fixed and definitive




•
 
it is impossible to lay down any hard and fast rules.















6.
 
hard as nails






see nail
 .









7.
 
hard at it








‹informal›

 busily working or occupied




•
 
they were hard at it with brooms and mops.















8.
 
hard by






close to




•
 
he lived hard by the cathedral.















9.
 
hard done by








(Brit.)

 harshly or unfairly treated




•
 
she would be justified in feeling hard done by.















10.
 
hard feelings






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — feelings of resentment




•
 
there are 
no hard feelings

 , and we wish him well.















11.
 
hard going






difficult to understand or enjoy




•
 
the studying is at times hard going.















12.
 
hard hit






badly affected




•
 
hard hit by falling oil prices.















13.
 
a hard nut to crack






see nut
 .









14.
 
hard of hearing







/ˌhärd əv ˈhiriNG /

 — not able to hear well.









15.
 
hard on (or upon)






close to; following soon after




•
 
we followed hard on their tracks.















16.
 
hard up







/ˌhärd ˈəp /

 — 

‹informal›

 short of money




•
 
I'm too hard up to buy fancy clothes.















17.
 
the hard way






through suffering or learning from the unpleasant consequences of mistakes




•
 
his reputation was earned the hard way.















18.
 
play hard to get








‹informal›

 deliberately adopt an aloof or uninterested attitude, typically in order to make oneself more attractive or interesting.












IV.
 
derivatives





hardish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hard

 , 
heard

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hard

 and German 
hart

 .





hard-ass

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




tough and uncompromising




•
 
I just can't take her seriously as a hard-ass cop.














II.
 
noun




a tough, uncompromising person




•
 
he had a reputation as a hard-ass.



















hardback

 
/ˈhärdˌbak/






adjective, noun




another term for hardcover
 .













hardball

 
/ˈhärdˌbôl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 baseball, especially as contrasted with softball.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 uncompromising and ruthless methods or dealings, especially in politics




•
 
the leadership 
played hardball

 to win the vote.



















hard-bitten

 
hardbitten






adjective




tough and cynical




•
 
joining the hard-bitten reporting veterans at the presidential debate.



















hardboard

 
/ˈhärdbôrd/






noun




stiff board made of compressed and treated wood pulp.













hardbody

 
/ˈhärdˌbädē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person with very toned or well-developed muscles




•
 
you're in the cockpit of a ragtop Testarossa with a tanned, blond hardbody at your side.














II.
 
derivatives





hardbodied






adjective





















hard-boiled

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌboild/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an egg) boiled until the white and the yolk are solid.




2.
 
(of a person) tough and cynical.




3.
 
denoting a tough, realistic style of detective fiction set in a world permeated by corruption and deceit




•
 
a hard-boiled thriller.














II.
 
derivatives





hard-boil






verb





hard-boiled
 (
sense

 1)





















hard case

 
/härd kās/






noun






‹informal›

 a tough or intractable person.














hard cash

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌkaSH/






noun




negotiable coins and paper money as opposed to other forms of payment.













hard charger






noun



1.
 
someone with an aggressive, domineering personality.




2.
 
(in car racing) someone who gains a considerably better position during the course of a race.













hard cheese






noun




see cheese
 1
 .














hard clam






noun




another term for quahog
 .














hard coal

 
/härd kōl/






noun




another term for anthracite
 .













hard-code






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 fix (data or parameters) in a program in such a way that they cannot be altered without modifying the program.













hard-cooked

 
/ˌhärdˈko͝okt/






adjective




another term for hard-boiled
 (
sense

 1).













hard copy

 
/ˈˌhärd ˈˌkäpē/






noun




a printed version on paper of data held in a computer.













hard core

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌkô(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
the most active, committed, or doctrinaire members of a group or movement




•
 
there is always a hard core of trusty stalwarts




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hard core following.










2.
 
popular music that is experimental in nature and typically characterized by high volume and aggressive presentation.




3.
 
pornography of an explicit kind


(as 
modifier

 
hard-core

 )


•
 
hard-core porn.



















hard court

 
//






noun




a tennis court surfaced with asphalt or another hard material


[
as adj.

 ]


•
 
former national hard court champion.




















hardcover

 
/ˈhärdˌkəvər/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a book) bound between rigid boards covered in cloth, paper, leather, or film




•
 
hardcover and paperback editions.














II.
 
noun




a hardcover book.








III.
 
phrases





in hardcover








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in a hardcover edition.

















hard currency

 
/härd ˈkərənsē/






noun




currency that is not likely to depreciate suddenly or to fluctuate greatly in value.













hard disk

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌdisk/






noun






[Computing]

 a rigid nonremovable magnetic disk with a large data storage capacity.













hard drive






noun






[Computing]

 a high-capacity, self-contained storage device containing a read-write mechanism plus one or more hard disks, inside a sealed unit. Also called 
hard disk drive

 .













hard-earned

 
/ˈˌhärd ˈərnd/






adjective




having taken a great deal of effort to earn or acquire




•
 
my few hard-earned dollars mean a lot to my family.



















hard-edge






adjective




of or relating to a style of abstract painting characterized by geometric shapes with sharply defined edges and often in bright colors.













hard-edged






adjective



1.
 
having sharply defined edges.




2.
 
having an intense, tough, or sharp quality




•
 
hard-edged urban films.



















harden

 
/ˈhärdn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become hard or harder


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
wait for the glue to harden




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
bricks that seem to have been hardened by firing.










2.
 
make or become more severe and less sympathetic


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she hardened her heart.










3.
 
make or become tougher and more clearly defined


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
suspicion 
hardened into

 certainty.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of prices of stocks, commodities, etc.) rise and remain steady at a higher level.








II.
 
phrases





hardening of the arteries






another term for arteriosclerosis
 .












III.
 
phrasal verbs





harden something off






inure a plant to cold by gradually increasing its exposure to it.












IV.
 
derivatives





hardener

 
/ˈhärd(ə)nər /






noun





















hardened

 
/ˈhärdnd/






adjective



1.
 
having become or been made hard or harder




•
 
hardened steel.










2.
 
strengthened or made secure against attack, especially by nuclear weapons




•
 
the silos are 
hardened against

 air attack.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — experienced in a particular job or activity and therefore not easily upset by its more unpleasant aspects




•
 
hardened police officers




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a battle-hardened veteran.










4.
 
utterly fixed in a habit or way of life seen as bad




•
 
hardened criminals




•
 
a hardened liar.



















hard error

 
/ˈˌhärd ˈerər/






noun






[Computing]

 an error or hardware fault causing failure of a program or operating system, especially one that gives no option of recovery.













hard fern






noun




a European fern of heathy places, with long, narrow, leathery fronds consisting of a row of thin lobes on each side of the stem.

[
Blechnum spicant

 , family 
Blechnaceae

 .]













hard-fought

 
/härdˈfôt/






adjective




won, achieved, or contested with vigorous effort




•
 
after a hard-fought match, the game ended in a scoreless tie




•
 
hard-fought victories.



















hardgainer

 
/ˈhärdˌɡānər/






noun




(in bodybuilding) a person who does not find it easy to gain muscle through exercise.













hard hat

 
/ˈhärd ˌhat/






noun



1.
 
a rigid protective helmet, as worn by factory and building workers.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a worker who wears a hard hat.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person with reactionary or conservative views.













hardhead

 
/ˈhärdˌhed/






noun




a marine catfish, the male of which incubates the eggs inside its mouth. It occurs along the Atlantic coast of North America.

[
Arius felis

 , family 
Ariidae

 .]













hardheaded

 
/ˌhärdˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




practical and realistic; not sentimental




•
 
as experienced and hardheaded a bunch of legislators as has ever entered Congress.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hardheadedly






adverb













2.
 
hardheadedness






noun






















hardheads

 
/ˈhärd(h)edz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
another term for knapweed
 , esp. the black knapweed.













hard-hearted

 
/härdˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




incapable of being moved to pity or tenderness; unfeeling.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hard-heartedly






adverb













2.
 
hard-heartedness

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌhärdədnəs /






noun





















hard-hitting

 
/ˈhärd ˈhidiNG/






adjective



1.
 
uncompromisingly direct and honest, especially in revealing unpalatable facts




•
 
some of this season's more hard-hitting episodes deal with urban violence.










2.
 


(US)

 (of an athlete or athletes) aggressive and physical




•
 
the game's grunting, hard-hitting defense.



















hardihood

 
/ˈhärdēˌho͝od/






noun






‹dated›

 boldness; daring.













hardiness

 
/ˈhärdēnəs/






noun




the ability to endure difficult conditions




•
 
I applaud you on your hardiness.



















Harding, Warren Gamaliel

 
/ˈhärdiNG/






(1865–1923), 29th president of the US 1921–23. A Republican, he served in the US Senate 1915–21 before becoming president. His administration was marked by corruption and scandal, in particular, the Teapot Dome scandal, in which his secretary of the interior accepted money in return for leasing the Teapot Dome oil reserves in Wyoming to private oil producers. Harding died in office while on a trip to California.









hard labor

 
/härd ˈlābər/






noun




heavy manual work as a punishment.













hard landing






noun



1.
 
a clumsy or rough landing of an aircraft.




2.
 
an uncontrolled landing in which a spacecraft crashes onto the surface of a planet or moon and is destroyed.














hard launch





I.
 
noun




the general release of a new product or service to the public




•
 
the site is already up, with a hard launch expected later this month.







Compare with soft launch
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fully release (a new product or service) to the public




•
 
the graphics card is being hard-launched today.



















hard line





I.
 
noun




an uncompromising adherence to a firm policy




•
 
he is known to 
take a hard line on

 sentencing policy for murder.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
hard-line

 )


1.
 
uncompromising; strict




•
 
a hard-line party activist.



















hard-liner






noun




a member of a group, typically a political group, who adheres uncompromisingly to a set of ideas or policies.













hard-luck story

 
/härd lək ˈstôrē/






noun




an account of one's problems intended to gain sympathy or help.














hardly

 
/ˈhärdlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
scarcely (used to qualify a statement by saying that it is true to an insignificant degree)




•
 
the little house in which he lived was hardly bigger than a hut




•
 
a thing hardly bigger than a credit card




•
 
we hardly know each other.










2.
 
only a very short time before




•
 
the party had hardly started when the police arrived.










3.
 
only with great difficulty




•
 
she 
could hardly

 sit up




•
 
I nodded, 
hardly able to

 breath.










4.
 
no or not (suggesting surprise at or disagreement with a statement)




•
 
I hardly think so.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 harshly




•
 
the rule worked hardly.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hardly any





a.
 
almost no




•
 
they sold hardly any books.










b.
 
almost none




•
 
hardly any had previous convictions.















2.
 
hardly ever






very rarely




•
 
we hardly ever see them.





















usage:

 
1

 Words like 
hardly

 , 
scarcely

 , and 
rarely

 should not be used with negative constructions. Thus, it is correct to say I 
can hardly

 wait but incorrect to say I 
can't hardly

 wait. This is because adverbs like 
hardly

 are treated as if they were negatives, and it is a grammatical rule of standard English that double negatives are not acceptable. Words like 
hardly

 behave as negatives in other respects as well, as for example in combining with terms such as 
any

 or 
at all

 , which normally occur only where a negative is present (thus, standard usage is I've got 
hardly any

 money, but not I've got 
any

 money). See also usage at double negative
 . 
2

 
Hardly . . . than

 versus 
hardly . . . when

 : the conjunction than is best left to work with comparative adjectives and adverbs (lovelier than; more quickly than). Consider a construction such as Sheila had hardly recovered from the flu when she lost her beloved beagle: in speech, one might tend to use 
than

 as the complement to 
hardly

 , but in careful writing, since time is the point, the word to use is 
when

 . In a more formal context, however, the idea would be better conveyed: No sooner had Sheila recovered from the flu than she lost her beloved beagle. In this sentence, than does belong because it is the natural conjunction after the comparative adjective sooner. 
3

 As synonyms, hardly, barely, and scarcely are almost indistinguishable.





hardman

 
/ˈhärdman/






noun






‹informal›

 a tough, aggressive, or ruthless man.













hardness

 
/ˈhärdnəs/






noun




the quality or condition of being hard




•
 
people complained about the hardness of the chairs




•
 
a lack of mental hardness.



















hard-nosed

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌnōzd/






adjective






‹informal›

 realistic and determined; tough-minded




•
 
the hard-nosed, tough approach.



















hard nut






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a tough, aggressive, or insensitive person.













hard-on

 
/ˈhär ˌdän/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 an erection of the penis.













hard palate

 
/härd ˈpalət/






noun




the bony front part of the palate.













hardpan

 
/ˈhärdˌpan/






noun




a hardened impervious layer, typically of clay, occurring in or below the soil and impairing drainage and plant growth.














hard-paste

 
/ˈhärdˌpāst/






adjective




denoting true porcelain made of fusible and infusible materials (usually kaolin and china stone) fired at a high temperature. Developed in early medieval China, it was not made in Europe until the early 18th century.














hard power






noun




a coercive approach to international political relations, especially one that involves the use of military power.

Compare with soft power
 .













hard-pressed

 
/ˈhärd ˈˌprest/






adjective



1.
 
closely pursued




•
 
the hard-pressed French infantry.










2.
 
burdened with urgent business




•
 
training centers are hard-pressed and insufficient in numbers.










3.
 
(also 
hard pressed

 )
 — in difficulties




•
 
creating jobs in the hard-pressed construction industry




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
many families will 
be hard pressed to

 support their elderly relations.



















hard rock

 
/ˌhärd ˈräk/






noun




highly amplified rock music with a heavy beat.













hard sauce

 
/härd sôs/






noun




a sauce of butter and sugar, typically with brandy, rum, or vanilla added.













hardscape

 
/ˈhärdskāp/






noun






(chiefly US)

 the nonliving or man-made fixtures of a planned outdoor area




•
 
before you begin to implement your plan, consider the hardscape of your ornamental garden.



















hardscaping

 
/ˈhärdˌskāpiNG/






noun




the placement of nonplant elements such as fences, walkways, paving, and lighting in a planned outdoor area.













hardscrabble

 
/ˈhärdˌskrab(ə)l/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 involving hard work and struggle




•
 
her uncle's hardscrabble peanut farm




•
 
it was a hardscrabble life in a one-bedroom housing project.



















hard sell

 
/ˌhärd ˈsel/






noun




a policy or technique of aggressive salesmanship or advertising




•
 
they invited 1,000 participants and 
gave

 them 
the hard sell

 .



















hard-shell

 
/ˈhärdSHel/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a hard shell or outer casing




•
 
hard-shell helmets.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 rigid or uncompromising, especially in fundamentalist religious belief




•
 
I am a hard-shell Baptist.




















hard-shell clam






noun




another term for quahog
 .













hardship

 
/ˈhärdˌSHip/






noun




severe suffering or privation




•
 
intolerable levels of hardship




•
 
the shared hardships of wartime.



















hardstanding

 
/ˈhärdˌstandiNG/






noun






(Brit.)

 ground surfaced with a hard material for parking vehicles on.













hard stuff






noun

 — (
the hard stuff

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 strong liquor.














hardtack

 
/ˈhärdtak/






noun




hard dry bread or biscuit, especially as rations for sailors.













hardtop

 
/ˈhärdˌtäp/






noun



1.
 
a motor vehicle with a rigid roof that in some cases is detachable.




2.
 
a rigid roof on a motor vehicle.














hardware

 
/ˈhärdˌwer/






noun



1.
 
tools, machinery, and other durable equipment




•
 
tanks and other military hardware.










2.
 
the machines, wiring, and other physical components of a computer or other electronic system.

Compare with software
 .




3.
 
tools, implements, and other items used in home life and activities such as gardening.













hardware store






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a store selling tools, implements, and other items used in home life and activities such as gardening




•
 
paint bought from the local hardware store.



















hardwearing

 
/ˈhärdˌweriNG/






adjective




able to stand much wear




•
 
casual loafer shoe with hardwearing sole and heel.



















hard wheat






noun




wheat of a variety having a hard grain rich in gluten.













hardwired

 
/ˌhärdˈwī(ə)rd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Electronics]

 involving or achieved by permanently connected circuits.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 
‹informal›

 genetically determined or compelled




•
 
fear is hardwired in our brain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hardwire






verb













2.
 
hardwiring






noun





















hardwood

 
/ˈhärdˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
the wood from a broadleaved tree (such as oak, ash, or beech) as distinguished from that of conifers.




2.
 
a tree producing hardwood.




3.
 
(in gardening) mature growth on shrubs and other plants from which cuttings may be taken.













hard work






noun




a great deal of effort or endurance




•
 
it takes hard work to be successful in business




•
 
my father always taught me the value of hard work.



















hard-working

 
/härd ˈwərkiNG /

 
hardworking






adjective




(of a person) tending to work with energy and commitment; diligent.














hardy

 
/ˈhärdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
robust; capable of enduring difficult conditions.




2.
 
(of a plant) able to survive outside during winter.








II.
 
derivatives





hardily

 
/ˈhärdəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bold, daring’): from Old French 
hardi

 , past participle of 
hardir

 ‘become bold,’ of Germanic origin; related to hard
 .





Hardy, Oliver

 
/ˈhärdē/






see Laurel and Hardy
 .









Hardy, Thomas






(1840–1928), English novelist and poet. Much of his work deals with the struggle against the indifferent force that inflicts the sufferings and ironies of life. Notable works: 
The Mayor of Casterbridge

 (1886), 
Tess of the D'Urbervilles

 (1891), and 
Jude the Obscure

 (1896).









hardy annual






noun




an annual plant that may be sown in the open ground.













hardy perennial






noun



1.
 
a perennial plant that can survive outside unprotected over the winter.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that recurs continually or at regular intervals




•
 
political humor will always be among the hardy perennials of late-night TV.




















hare

 
/her/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fast-running, long-eared mammal that resembles a large rabbit, having long hind legs and occurring typically in grassland or open woodland.

[
Lepus

 and other genera, family 
Leporidae

 : several species.]




2.
 
(also 
electric hare

 )
 — a dummy hare propelled around the track in greyhound racing.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 run with great speed




•
 
he hared off between the trees.














III.
 
phrases





run with the hare and hunt with the hounds








(Brit.)

 try to remain on good terms with both sides in a conflict or dispute.















– origin

 Old English 
hara

 , of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
haas

 and German 
Hase

 .





hare and hounds

 
/ˌher (ə)n(d) ˈhoundz/






noun




a game in which a group of people (the “hounds”) chases across the countryside another person or group (the “hares”), who leave pieces of paper (the “scent”) behind them.














harebell

 
/ˈherbel/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed bellflower with slender stems and pale blue flowers in late summer.

Also called bluebell
 , esp. in Scotland. [
Campanula rotundifolia

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: probably so named because it is found growing in places frequented by hares.





harebrained

 
/ˈherbrānd/






adjective




rash; ill-judged




•
 
a harebrained scheme.



















Haredi

 
/KHäreˈdē, häˈrādē/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of various Orthodox Jewish sects characterized by strict adherence to the traditional form of Jewish law and rejection of modern secular culture, many of whom do not recognize the modern state of Israel as a spiritual authority.











– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘one who trembles (in awe at the word of God).’





Harefoot, Harold

 
/ˈhe(ə)rˌfo͝ot/






see Harold
 .










Hare Krishna

 
/ˌhärē ˈkriSHnə ˌherē ˈkriSHnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, a religious sect based mainly in the US and other Western countries. Its devotees typically wear saffron robes, favor celibacy, practice vegetarianism, and chant mantras based on the name of the Hindu god Krishna.




2.
 
the sect to which Hare Krishnas belong; the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.











– origin

 1960s: Sanskrit, literally ‘O Vishnu Krishna,’ the words of a devotional chant.





harelip

 
/ˈherlip/





I.
 
noun






‹offensive›

 another term for cleft lip
 .








II.
 
derivatives





harelipped

 
/ˈherˌlipt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from a perceived resemblance to the mouth of a hare. / 
usage:

 See usage at cleft lip
 .






harem

 
/ˈherəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in former times) the separate part of a Muslim household reserved for wives, concubines, and female servants.




2.
 
the women occupying a harem; the wives (or concubines) of a polygamous man.




3.
 
a group of female animals sharing a single mate.




4.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a group of women perceived as centering around a particular man




•
 
rich men with their extensive harems of buxom blondes.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Arabic 
ḥaram

 , 
ḥarīm

 , literally ‘prohibited, prohibited place’ (hence ‘sanctuary, women's quarters, women’), from 
ḥarama

 ‘be prohibited.’ Compare with haram
 .





harem pants






plural noun




full, loose-fitting pants made of a soft material that is gathered in closely at the ankle or lower leg, typically worn by women




•
 
a pair of purple silk harem pants.



















hare's-tail

 
hare's-tail grass






noun




a Mediterranean grass with white silky flowering heads and woolly gray-green leaves, widely grown as an ornamental, used especially when dried.

[
Lagurus ovatus

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













hare wallaby






noun




a small, agile, fast-moving Australian wallaby with orange rings of fur around the eyes.

[Genera 
Lagorchestes

 and 
Lagostrophus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : several species.]













Hargeisa

 
/härˈɡāsə /

 
Hargeysa






a city in northwestern Somalia; pop. 407,200 (est. 2004).









Hargreaves, James

 
/ˈhärˌɡrēvz/






(1720–78), English inventor who invented the spinning jenny around 1764.









haricot

 
/ˈherəˌkō /

 
haricot bean





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bean of a variety with small white seeds, especially the kidney bean.




2.
 
the dried seed of the haricot bean used as a vegetable.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, perhaps from Aztec 
ayacotli

 .





haricot vert

 
/ˌherəkō ˈver/





I.
 
noun




a green bean with a very narrow edible pod and very small seeds.











– origin

 French, ‘green bean.’





Haridwar

 
/ˈhəridwär /

 
Hardwar






a city in northern India, in Uttarakhand, on the Ganges River; pop. 197,300 (est. 2009). It is a place of Hindu pilgrimage.









Harijan

 
/ˈherəˌjan/





I.
 
noun




a member of a hereditary Hindu group of the lowest social and ritual status.

See untouchable
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
harijana

 , literally ‘a person dedicated to Vishnu,’ from 
Hari

 ‘Vishnu’ + 
jana

 ‘person.’ The term was adopted and popularized by Gandhi.





harissa

 
/həˈrēsə/





I.
 
noun




a hot sauce or paste used in North African cuisine, made from chili peppers, paprika, and olive oil.











– origin

 from Arabic.






hark

 
/härk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 listen




•
 
Hark! He knocks.














II.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hark back






mention or remember something from the past




•
 
if it was such a rotten vacation, why hark back to it?







[originally a hunting term, used of hounds retracing their steps to find a lost scent.]









2.
 
hark back to






evoke (an older style or genre)




•
 
paintings that hark back to Constable and Turner.





















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to German 
horchen

 , also to hearken
 .





Harlan

 
/ˈhärlən/






US jurists. 
John Marshall Harlan

 (1833–1911), US Supreme Court associate justice 1877–1911. A strong defender of civil rights, he declared in 
Plessy v. Ferguson

 (1896) in a dissenting opinion that the Constitution is “color-blind.” His grandson and namesake, 
John Marshall Harlan

 (1899–1971), generally conservative, was a US Supreme Court associate justice 1955–71.









Harlem

 
/ˈhärləm/






a district in New York City, north of 96th Street in northeastern Manhattan. It has a large black population and in the 1920s and 1930s was noted for its nightclubs and jazz bands.









Harlem Renaissance






a literary movement in the 1920s that centered on Harlem and was an early manifestation of black consciousness in the US The movement included writers such as Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston.










harlequin

 
/ˈhärləkwən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Harlequin

 )
 — a mute character in traditional pantomime, typically masked and dressed in a diamond-patterned costume.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a stock comic character in Italian 
commedia dell

 '
arte

 .




3.
 
(also 
harlequin duck

 )
 — a small duck of fast-flowing streams around the Arctic and North Pacific, the male having mainly gray-blue plumage with bold white markings.

[
Histrionicus histrionicus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]








II.
 
adjective




in varied colors; variegated.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French, from earlier 
Herlequin

 (or 
Hellequin

 ), the name of the leader of a legendary troop of demon horsemen; perhaps ultimately related to Old English 
Herla cyning

 ‘King Herla,’ a mythical figure sometimes identified with Woden.





harlequinade

 
/ˌhärləkwəˈnād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the section of a traditional pantomime in which Harlequin played a leading role.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹dated›

 a piece of buffoonery.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
arlequinade

 , from 
(h)arlequin

 (see harlequin
 ).





Harlingen

 
/ˈhärlinjən/






a city in southern Texas, northwest of Brownsville; pop. 64,843 (est. 2008).









harlot

 
/ˈhärlət/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a prostitute or promiscuous woman.








II.
 
derivatives





harlotry

 
/ˈhärlətrē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a vagabond or beggar, later a lecherous man or woman): from Old French 
harlot

 , 
herlot

 ‘young man, knave, vagabond.’





Harlow, Jean

 
/ˈhärlō/






(1911–37), US movie actress; born 
Harlean Carpenter

 . Noted for her platinum blonde hair and sex appeal, she had her first big success in the movie 
Hell's Angels

 (1930). Her six movies with Clark Gable included 
Red Dust

 (1932) and 
Saratoga

 (1937).









harm

 
/härm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical injury, especially that which is deliberately inflicted




•
 
it's fine as long as no one is inflicting harm on anyone else.










2.
 
material damage




•
 
it's unlikely to do much harm to the engine.










3.
 
actual or potential ill effect or danger




•
 
I can't see any harm in it.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
physically injure




•
 
the villains didn't harm him.










2.
 
damage the health of




•
 
smoking when pregnant can harm your baby.










3.
 
have an adverse effect on




•
 
this could harm his Olympic prospects.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come to no harm






be unhurt or undamaged.









2.
 
do more harm than good






inadvertently make a situation worse rather than better.









3.
 
do (someone) no harm






used to indicate that a situation or action will not hurt someone, whether or not it will provide any benefit




•
 
the diet of milk and zwieback certainly did him no harm.















4.
 
mean no harm






not intend to cause damage or insult




•
 
this was cruel, but they meant no harm by it.















5.
 
no harm done






used to reassure someone that what they have done has caused no real damage.









6.
 
no harm, no foul








(chiefly US)

 used to indicate that a mistake or instance of misconduct should be excused because it has not caused damage




•
 
strictly speaking it was petty trespassing, but no harm, no foul.







[originally in the context of sports: compare foul
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).]









7.
 
out of harm's way






in a safe place.















– origin

 Old English 
hearm

 (noun), 
hearmian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Harm

 and Old Norse 
harmr

 ‘grief, sorrow.’





harmattan

 
/ˌhärməˈtän/





I.
 
noun




a dry, dusty easterly or northeasterly wind on the West African coast, occurring from December to February.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Twi 
haramata

 .





harmful

 
/ˈhärmfəl/





I.
 
adjective




causing or likely to cause harm




•
 
shield the planet from harmful cosmic rays




•
 
sugars that can be 
harmful to

 the teeth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
harmfully

 
/ˈhärmfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
harmfulness

 
/ˈhärmfəlnəs /






noun





















harmless

 
/ˈhärmləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able or likely to cause harm




•
 
the venom of most spiders is 
harmless to

 humans.










2.
 
inoffensive




•
 
as an entertainer, he's pretty harmless.














II.
 
derivatives





harmlessness

 
/ˈhärmləsnəs /






noun





















harmlessly

 
/ˈhärmləslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner not able or likely to cause harm




•
 
the weapons fell harmlessly to the floor




•
 
the fireball passed harmlessly above them.










2.
 
in an inoffensive manner




•
 
he was harmlessly expressing his free speech.



















harmolodics

 
/ˌhärməˈlädiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a form of free jazz in which musicians improvise simultaneously on a melodic line at various pitches.








II.
 
derivatives





harmolodic






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: coined by the American saxophonist Ornette Coleman (b. 1930) and said to be a blend of 
harmony

 , 
movement

 , and 
melodic

 .






harmonic

 
/härˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characterized by musical harmony




•
 
a basic four-chord harmonic sequence.










2.
 


[Music]

 relating to or denoting a harmonic or harmonics.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or relating to a harmonic progression.




4.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to component frequencies of a complex oscillation or wave.




5.
 


[Astrology]

 using or produced by the application of a harmonic




•
 
harmonic charts.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 an overtone accompanying a fundamental tone at a fixed interval, produced by vibration of a string, column of air, etc., in an exact fraction of its length.




2.
 
a note produced on a musical instrument as an overtone, e.g., by lightly touching a string while sounding it.




3.
 


[Physics]

 a component frequency of an oscillation or wave.




4.
 


[Astrology]

 a division of the zodiacal circle by a specified number, used in the interpretation of a birth chart.








III.
 
derivatives





harmonically

 
/härˈmänək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to music, musical’): via Latin from Greek 
harmonikos

 , from 
harmonia

 (see harmony
 ).






harmonica

 
/härˈmänəkə/





I.
 
noun




a small rectangular wind instrument with a row of metal reeds along its length, held against the lips and moved from side to side to produce different notes by blowing or sucking.

Also called mouth organ
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, feminine singular or neuter plural of 
harmonicus

 ‘musical’ (see harmonic
 ).





harmonic minor

 
harmonic minor scale






noun






[Music]

 a scale containing a minor third, minor sixth, and major seventh, forming the basis of conventional harmony in minor keys.













harmonic motion






noun




another term for simple harmonic motion
 .














harmonic progression






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a series of chord changes forming the underlying harmony of a piece of music.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a sequence of quantities whose reciprocals are in arithmetic progression (e.g., 1, ⅓, 1/5, 1/7, etc.).













harmonic series






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a set of frequencies consisting of a fundamental and the harmonics related to it by an exact fraction.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a series of values in harmonic progression.













harmonious

 
/härˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tuneful; not discordant




•
 
harmonious music.










2.
 
forming a pleasing or consistent whole




•
 
the decor is a harmonious blend of traditional and modern.










3.
 
free from disagreement or dissent




•
 
harmonious relationships.














II.
 
derivatives





harmoniousness






noun





















harmoniously

 
/härˈmōnēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
with harmony of sound; tunefully




•
 
the girls sang harmoniously.










2.
 
in a way that forms a pleasing or consistent whole




•
 
the resort harmoniously blends into its natural surroundings.










3.
 
in a way that is free from disagreement or dissent




•
 
the team lives and works harmoniously together.



















harmonist

 
/ˈhärmənəst/






noun




a person skilled in musical harmony.













harmonium

 
/härˈmōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




a keyboard instrument in which the notes are produced by air driven through metal reeds by foot-operated bellows.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
harmonia

 (see harmony
 ) or Greek 
harmonios

 ‘harmonious.’





harmonize

 
/ˈhärməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add notes to (a melody) to produce harmony.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sing in harmony




•
 
she scats and harmonizes simultaneously.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — produce a pleasing visual combination




•
 
the containers harmonize in color, texture, and shape with the flowers they display.










4.
 
make consistent




•
 
the economic group founded to harmonize national development plans.














II.
 
derivatives





harmonization

 
/ˌhärmənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌhärməˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘sing or play in harmony’): from French 
harmoniser

 , from 
harmonie

 (see harmony
 ).






harmony

 
/ˈhärmənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce chords and chord progressions having a pleasing effect




•
 
four-part harmony in the barbershop style




•
 
the note played on the fourth beat anticipates the harmony of the following bar.










2.
 
the quality of forming a pleasing and consistent whole




•
 
delightful cities where old and new blend in harmony.










3.
 
an arrangement of the four Gospels, or of any parallel narratives, that presents a single continuous narrative text.




4.
 
agreement or concord




•
 
man and machine in perfect harmony.














II.
 
phrases





harmony of the spheres






see sphere
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
harmonia

 ‘joining, concord,’ from Greek, from 
harmos

 ‘joint.’





harness

 
/ˈhärnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of straps and fittings by which a horse or other draft animal is fastened to a cart, plow, etc., and is controlled by its driver.




2.
 
an arrangement of straps for fastening something to a person's body, such as a parachute, or for restraining a young child.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a harness on (a horse or other draft animal).




2.
 
(
harness something to

 )
 — attach a draft animal to (something) by a harness




•
 
the horse was harnessed to two long shafts.










3.
 
control and make use of (natural resources), especially to produce energy




•
 
attempts to harness solar energy




•
 


‹figurative›

 projects that harness the creativity of those living in the ghetto.














III.
 
phrases





in harness





a.
 
(of a horse or other animal) used for driving or draft work.




b.
 
in the routine of daily work




•
 
a man who died in harness far beyond the normal age of retirement.










c.
 
working closely with someone to achieve something




•
 
local and central government should work in harness.


















IV.
 
derivatives





harnesser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
harneis

 ‘military equipment,’ from Old Norse, from 
herr

 ‘army’ + 
nest

 ‘provisions.’






harness racing





I.
 
noun




racing for trotting horses pulling a two-wheeled vehicle (a sulky) and driver.

Also called trotting
 .








II.
 
derivatives





harness race






noun





















Harney Peak

 
/ˌhärnē ˈpēk/






a peak in the Black Hills of southwestern South Dakota, 7,242 feet (2,209 m) tall, the highest in the US east of the Rocky Mountains.










Harold

 
/ˈherəld/





I.
 
the name of two kings of England.




II.
 


Harold I

 (died 1040), reigned 1035–40; known as 
Harold Harefoot

 . An illegitimate son of Canute, he came to the throne when his half-brother 
Hardecanute

 (Canute's legitimate heir) was king of Denmark and thus absent when Canute died.




III.
 


Harold II

 (
c.

 1019–66), reigned 1066, the last Anglo-Saxon king of England. He was killed and his army defeated by William of Normandy at the Battle of Hastings.









harp

 
/härp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical instrument, roughly triangular in shape, consisting of a frame supporting a graduated series of parallel strings, played by plucking with the fingers. The modern orchestral harp has an upright frame, with pedals that enable the strings to be retuned to different keys.




2.
 
another term for harmonica
 :




•
 
Papa had been teaching him to play the blues harp.







[short for 
mouth harp

 .]




3.
 
(also 
harp shell

 or 
harp snail

 )
 — a marine mollusk that has a large vertically ribbed shell with a wide aperture, found chiefly in the Indo-Pacific.

[Family 
Harpidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk or write persistently and tediously on a particular topic




•
 
I don't want to 
harp on about

 the past




•
 
you need to stop harping on her age.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 play on a harp.











– origin

 Old English 
hearpe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
harp

 and German 
Harfe

 .





harper

 
/ˈhärpər/






noun




a musician, especially a folk musician, who plays a harp.













Harper, Stephen

 
/ˈhärpər/






(1959–), Canadian Conservative statesman; prime minister since 2006; full name 
Stephen Joseph Harper

 .









Harpers Ferry

 
/ˌhärpərz ˈferē/






a small town in far northeastern West Virginia, at the junction of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. It is noted for a raid in October 1859 in which John Brown and a group of abolitionists captured a Federal arsenal located here.









harpist

 
/ˈhärpəst/






noun




a musician who plays a harp.













Harpocrates

 
/härˈpäkrəˌtēz/






Greek name for Horus
 .









harpoon

 
/ˌhärˈpo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a barbed spearlike missile attached to a long rope and thrown by hand or fired from a gun, used for catching whales and other large sea creatures.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spear (something) with a harpoon.








III.
 
derivatives





harpooner

 
/ˌhärˈpo͞onər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a barbed dart or spear): from French 
harpon

 , from 
harpe

 ‘dog's claw, clamp,’ via Latin from Greek 
harpē

 ‘sickle.’





harpoon gun






noun




a type of gun used for firing harpoons.













harp seal

 
/ˈhärp ˌsē(ə)l/






noun




a slender North Atlantic seal that typically has a dark harp-shaped mark on its gray back.

[
Pagophilus groenlandicus

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]














harpsichord

 
/ˈhärpsəˌkôrd/





I.
 
noun




a keyboard instrument with horizontal strings that run perpendicular to the keyboard in a long tapering case and are plucked by points of quill, leather, or plastic operated by depressing the keys. It is used chiefly in European classical music of the 16th to 18th centuries.








II.
 
derivatives





harpsichordist

 
/ˈhärpsəˌkôrdəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
harpechorde

 , from late Latin 
harpa

 ‘harp’ + 
chorda

 ‘string’ (the insertion of the letter 
s

 being unexplained).





harpy

 
/ˈhärpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a rapacious monster described as having a woman's head and body and a bird's wings and claws or depicted as a bird of prey with a woman's face.




2.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a grasping, unpleasant woman.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
harpyia

 , from Greek 
harpuiai

 ‘snatchers.’





harpy eagle

 
/ˈhärpē ˈēɡəl/






noun




a large crested eagle of tropical rain forests, often preying on monkeys.

[Family 
Accipitridae

 : 
Harpia harpyja

 of South America, the largest eagle, and 
Harpyopsis novaeguineae

 of New Guinea.]













harridan

 
/ˈherəd(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a strict, bossy, or belligerent old woman




•
 
a bullying old harridan.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally slang): perhaps from French 
haridelle

 ‘old horse.’





harried

 
/ˈharēd/






adjective




feeling strained as a result of having demands persistently made on one; harassed




•
 
harried reporters are frequently forced to invent what they cannot find out.




















harrier1


 
/ˈherēər/






noun




a person who engages in persistent attacks on others or incursions into their land.













harrier2


 
/ˈherēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hound of a breed used for hunting hares.




2.
 
a cross-country runner.











– origin

 late Middle English 
hayrer

 , from hare
 + -er
 1
 . The spelling change was due to association with harrier
 1
 .





harrier3


 
/ˈherēər/





I.
 
noun




a long-winged, slender-bodied bird of prey with low quartering flight.

[Genus 
Circus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as 
harrower

 ): from 
harrow

 ‘harry, rob’ (variant of harry
 ). The spelling change in the 17th cent. was due to association with harrier
 1
 .





harrier hawk






noun




an African bird of prey with a bare yellow face, resembling a goshawk but flying like a harrier.

[Genus 
Polyboroides

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : two species, in particular 
P. typus

 .]













Harriman, Averell

 
/ˈharəmən/






(1891–1986), US diplomat and financier; full name 
William Averell Harriman

 . The chairman of the board of the Union Pacific Railroad 1932–46, he was US secretary of commerce 1946–48 and governor of New York 1955–59. He also served as ambassador to the Soviet Union 1943–46, to Britain 1946, and as ambassador-at-large 1968–69.









Harris, Joel Chandler

 
/ˈharəs/






(1848–1908), US writer. He is best known for his Brer Rabbit and Brer Fox stories as told by the fictional Uncle Remus.









Harrisburg

 
/ˈherəsˌbərɡ/






the capital of Pennsylvania, in the southeastern central part of the state, on the Susquehanna River; pop. 47,148 (est. 2008). The nearby nuclear power station at Three Mile Island suffered a serious accident in 1979.









Harrison, Benjamin

 
/ˈharəsən/






(1833–1901), 23rd president of the US 1889–93; the grandson of William Henry Harrison. An Indiana Republican, he served as a US senator 1881–87. During his administration, Oklahoma was settled and the way was paved for the annexation of Hawaii. Due to deterioration of the economy and labor unrest, he was not re-elected.









Harrison, George






(1943–2001), English musician and songwriter. He was the lead guitarist of the Beatles, for which he occasionally wrote songs, including 
“Something”

 (1969). His interest in India was reflected in his solo career after the group's breakup in 1970.









Harrison, Sir Rex






(1908–90), English actor; full name 
Reginald Carey Harrison

 . Notable movies: 
Blithe Spirit

 (1944), 
My Fair Lady

 (1964), and 
Dr. Dolittle

 (1967).









Harrison, William Henry






(1773–1841), 9th president of the US, 1841; the grandfather of Benjamin Harrison. As a Whig from Ohio, he became a member of the US House of Representatives 1817–19 and of the US Senate 1825–28. Already a military hero, having led the defeat of the Indians at the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811 and of Indian chief Tecumseh in 1813, he was a popular candidate for the presidency but served only 32 days before he died of pneumonia.









Harrisonburg

 
/ˈherəs(ə)nˌbərɡ/






a commercial and academic city in northern Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley; pop. 44,015 (est. 2008).









Harris's hawk

 
Harris hawk






noun




a large chocolate-brown buteo with chestnut shoulder patches and a conspicuous white rump and tail band. Popular with falconers, it occurs in arid country from the southwestern US to South America and frequently nests in tall cacti.

[
Parabuteo unicinctus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]













Harris tweed






noun






‹trademark›

 handwoven tweed made in the Outer Hebrides in Scotland, especially on the island of Lewis and Harris.













Harrodsburg

 
/ˈherədzˌbərɡ/






a historic city in central Kentucky, the first English settlement (1774) west of the Allegheny Mountains; pop. 8,192 (est. 2008).









Harrovian

 
/həˈrōvēən/





I.
 
noun




a past or present member of Harrow School.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Harrovia

 ‘Harrow’ + -an
 .





harrow

 
/ˈherō/





I.
 
noun




an implement consisting of a heavy frame set with teeth or tines that is dragged over plowed land to break up clods, remove weeds, and cover seed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw a harrow over (land).




2.
 
cause distress to




•
 
Todd could take it, whereas I'm harrowed by it.














III.
 
derivatives





harrower






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
herfi

 ; obscurely related to Dutch 
hark

 ‘rake.’





harrowing

 
/ˈherōiNG/





I.
 
adjective




acutely distressing




•
 
a harrowing film about racism and violence.




•
 
it was a harrowing experience.














II.
 
derivatives





harrowingly






adverb





















Harrowing of Hell





I.
 
(in medieval Christian theology) the defeat of the powers of evil and the release of its victims by the descent of Christ into hell after his death.







– origin

 Middle English: 
harrowing

 from 
harrow

 , by-form of the verb harry
 .





Harrow School

 
/ˈherō ˌsko͞ol/






a boys' private school in northwest London, founded under Queen Elizabeth I in 1571.









harrumph

 
/həˈrəmf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clear the throat noisily.




2.
 
grumpily express dissatisfaction or disapproval




•
 
skeptics tend to harrumph at case histories like this.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a noisy clearing of the throat.




2.
 
a grumpy expression of dissatisfaction or disapproval.











– origin

 1930s: imitative.






harry

 
/ˈherē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persistently carry out attacks on (an enemy or an enemy's territory).




2.
 
persistently harass




•
 
he bought the house for Jenny, whom he harries into marriage.

















– origin

 Old English 
herian

 , 
hergian

 , of Germanic origin, probably influenced by Old French 
harier

 , in the same sense.





Harry, Prince

 
/ˈharē/






Henry Charles Albert David (1984–), younger son of Prince Charles and Diana, Princess of Wales.









harsh

 
/härSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unpleasantly rough or jarring to the senses




•
 
drenched in a harsh white neon light




•
 
harsh guttural shouts.










2.
 
cruel or severe




•
 
a time of harsh military discipline.










3.
 
(of a climate or conditions) difficult to survive in; hostile




•
 
the harsh environment of the desert.










4.
 
(of reality or a fact) grim and unpalatable




•
 
the harsh realities of the world news.










5.
 
having an undesirably strong effect




•
 
she finds soap too harsh and drying.














II.
 
derivatives





harshen

 
/ˈhärSH(ə)n /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
harsch

 ‘rough,’ literally ‘hairy,’ from 
haer

 ‘hair.’





harshly

 
/ˈhärSHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that is unpleasantly rough or jarring to the senses




•
 
the offices are harshly lit by fluorescent lights.










2.
 
in a cruel or severe manner




•
 
I felt I was harshly treated by the court.










3.
 
with an undesirably strong effect




•
 
the fierce wind blew harshly onto my face




•
 
the pilot applied the brakes too harshly.



















harshness

 
/ˈhärSHnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being unpleasantly rough or jarring to the senses




•
 
he slowly opened his eyes to the harshness of the light




•
 
the harshness of her tone of voice




•
 
glycerin can be added to reduce the harshness of the soap on the skin.










2.
 
the quality of being cruel or severe




•
 
he has a reputation for the harshness of his judgments




•
 
the harshness of the regime




•
 
lies enable us to smooth over the cold, brutal harshness of reality.










3.
 
the condition of being difficult to live in




•
 
spring is a welcome relief from the harshness of winter




•
 
the harshness of the Scottish climate.



















harsh-sounding






adjective




unpleasantly rough or jarring to the ear




•
 
a harsh-sounding collection of metal and hip-hop tracks.




















hart

 
/härt/





I.
 
noun




an adult male deer, especially a red deer over five years old.











– origin

 Old English 
heorot

 , 
heort

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hert

 and German 
Hirsch

 .





Hart, Frederick E.

 
/härt/






(1943–99), US sculptor. He sculpted and cast in bronze the 
Three Soldiers

 (or 
Three Fighting Men

 ) statue (1984) that stands at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC. His work is also featured in the front entrance to the National Cathedral that was completed and dedicated in 1990.









Hart, Lorenz






(1895–1943), US lyricist; full name 
Lorenz Milton Hart

 . His collaborations with composer Richard Rodgers include the scores for the Broadway shows 
Babes in Arms

 (1937), 
The Boys from Syracuse

 (1938), and 
Pal Joey

 (1940). His songs include 
“Blue Moon”

 (1934) and 
“My Funny Valentine”

 (1937).









Hart, Moss






(1904–61), US playwright and director. His collaborations with George S. Kaufman include the plays 
You Can't Take It with You

 (1936) and 
The Man Who Came to Dinner

 (1939). He also wrote the movie script for 
Gentlemen's Agreement

 (1947).









Harte, Bret

 
/härt/






(1836–1902), US short-story writer and poet; full name 
Francis Bret Harte

 . He is chiefly remembered for his stories about life in a California gold-mining town. Notable works: 
The Luck of Roaring Camp and Other Sketches

 (1870) and 
Tales of the Argonauts

 (1875).









hartebeest

 
/ˈhärdəˌbēst/





I.
 
noun




a large African antelope with a long head and sloping back, related to the gnus.

[Genera 
Alcelaphus

 , 
Damaliscus

 , and 
Sigmoceros

 , family 
Bovidae

 : three or four species, in particular the 
red hartebeest

 (
A. buselaphus

 ), which typically has a reddish-brown coat.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from South African Dutch, from Dutch 
hert

 ‘hart’ + 
beest

 ‘beast.’





Hartford

 
/ˈhärtfərd/






the capital of Connecticut, in the center of the state, on the Connecticut River; pop. 124,062 (est. 2008).









hartshorn

 
/ˈhärtsˌhôrn /

 
spirit of hartshorn





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 aqueous ammonia solution used as smelling salts, formerly prepared from the horns of deer.











– origin

 Old English 
heortes horn

 (see hart
 , horn
 ).





hart's tongue

 
hart's tongue fern






noun




a common European fern whose long, narrow undivided fronds are said to resemble the tongues of deer.

[
Phyllitis scolopendrium

 , family 
Aspleniaceae

 .]













harum-scarum

 
/ˌherəmˈskerəm/





I.
 
adjective




reckless; impetuous




•
 
she shall be frightened out of her wits by your harum-scarum ways.














II.
 
noun




a reckless or impetuous person.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adverb): reduplication based on hare
 and scare
 .





Harun ar-Rashid

 
/häˈro͞on är räˈSHēd /

 
Haroun-al-Raschid






(763–809), fifth Abbasid caliph of Baghdad 786–809.









haruspex

 
/həˈrəˌspeks ˈherəˌspeks/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) a religious official who interpreted omens by inspecting the entrails of sacrificial animals.








II.
 
derivatives





haruspicy

 
/həˈrəspəsē /






noun



















– origin

 Latin, from an unrecorded element meaning ‘entrails’ (related to Sanskrit 
hirā

 ‘artery’) + 
-spex

 (from 
specere

 ‘look at’).





Harvard classification

 
/ˈhärvərd ˌklasəfəˌkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a system of classification of stars based on their spectral types, the chief classes (O, B, A, F, G, K, M) forming a series from hot bluish-white stars to cool dull red stars.











– origin

 1960s: named after the observatory at Harvard University
 , where it was devised.






Harvard University





I.
 
an Ivy League university in Cambridge, Massachusetts, founded in 1636. It is the oldest American university.







– origin

 named after John 
Harvard

 (1607–38), an English settler who bequeathed his library and half his estate to the university.





harvest

 
/ˈhärvəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or period of gathering in crops




•
 
helping with the harvest.










2.
 
the season's yield or crop




•
 
a poor harvest.










3.
 
a quantity of animals caught or killed for human use




•
 
a limited harvest of wild mink.










4.
 
the product or result of an action




•
 
in terms of science, Apollo yielded a meager harvest.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather (a crop) as a harvest


(as 
noun

 
harvesting

 )


•
 
after harvesting, most of the crop is stored in large buildings.










2.
 
catch or kill (animals) for human consumption or use.




3.
 
remove (cells, tissue, or an organ) from a person or animal for transplantation or experimental purposes.




4.
 
collect or obtain (a resource) for future use




•
 
the research teams are leading the way in identifying new ways of harvesting the sun's energy.














III.
 
derivatives





harvestable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hærfest

 ‘autumn,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
herfst

 and German 
Herbst

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
carpere

 ‘pluck’ and Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





harvester

 
/ˈhärvəstər/






noun



1.
 
a person or machine that gathers crops as a harvest




•
 
back-breaking labor as hired sugar beet harvesters




•
 
the world's first mechanical harvester of grapes.










2.
 
a person who catches or kills animals for human consumption




•
 
coastal fish harvesters are always the first to notice the decline of fish stocks.










3.
 
a person or organization that collects or obtains a resource for future use




•
 
one of the world's biggest harvesters of the sun's energy.



















harvester ant






noun




an ant that gathers and stores seeds and grain as a communal food source for the colony.

[
Messor

 and other genera, family 
Formicidae

 .]













harvest home

 
/ˈhärvəst ˈˌhōm/






noun



1.
 
the gathering in of the final part of the year's harvest.




2.
 
a festival marking the end of the harvest period.














harvestman

 
/ˈhärvəstmən/






noun




another term for daddy longlegs
 (
sense

 1).














harvest mite

 
/ˈhärvəst mīt/






noun




another term for chigger
 (
sense

 1).













harvest moon

 
/ˈˌhärvəs(t) ˈmo͞on/






noun




the full moon that is seen nearest to the time of the autumnal equinox.













harvest mouse

 
/ˈhärvəst mous/






noun



1.
 
a nocturnal mouse found in North and Central America.

[Genus 
Reithrodontomys

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species.]




2.
 
a small northern Eurasian mouse with a prehensile tail, nesting among the stalks of growing grains and other vegetation.

[
Micromys minutus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]













Harvey, William






(1578–1657), English physician, who first described how blood circulates.









Harvey Wallbanger

 
/ˈhärvē ˈwôlˌbaNGər/






noun




a cocktail made from vodka or gin, orange juice, and Galliano.













Haryana

 
/ˌhärēˈänə/






a state in northern India; capital, Chandigarh. It was formed in 1966, largely from Hindi-speaking parts of the former state of Punjab.









harzburgite

 
/ˈhärtsbərˌɡīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a plutonic rock of the peridotite group consisting largely of orthopyroxene and olivine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Harzburg

 , the name of a town in Germany, + -ite
 1
 .





Harz Mountains

 
/ˌhärts ˈmoun(t)ənz/






a range of mountains in central Germany, the highest of which is the Brocken.









has-been

 
/ˈhaz ˌbin/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person or thing considered to be outmoded or no longer of any significance




•
 
a political has-been




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a has-been film star.




















hash1


 
/haSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish of cooked meat cut into small pieces and cooked again, usually with potatoes.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a finely chopped mixture




•
 
a hash of raw tomatoes, chili peppers, and cilantro.










3.
 
a mixture of jumbled incongruous things; a mess.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (meat or other food) into a hash.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 chop (meat or vegetables).




3.
 
(
hash something out

 )
 — come to agreement on something after lengthy and vigorous discussion




•
 
they went to the diner to hash out ideas.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a hash of








‹informal›

 make a mess of; bungle




•
 
listening to other board members make a hash of things.















2.
 
settle someone's hash








‹informal›

 deal with and subdue someone in no uncertain manner.









3.
 
sling hash






see sling
 1
 .















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): from French 
hacher

 , from 
hache

 (see hatchet
 ).





hash2


 
/haSH/






noun






‹informal›

 short for hashish
 .













hash3


 
/haSH /

 
hash sign





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the symbol #, used as a symbol on a phone keypad or computer keyboard or before a numeral (as in 
question #2

 ).











– origin

 1960s: probably from hatch
 3
 , altered by association with hash
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The symbol #, called 
hash

 in British English, has different names, some of them potentially confusing. In the US, it is referred to as either the 
number sign

 (when used in contexts such as question #2) or the 
pound sign

 (when used as a symbol for pounds of weight: 2# of sugar). The technical name for it is the 
octothorp

 .





hash browns

 
/ˌhaSH ˈbrounz /

 
hashed browns






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dish of cooked potatoes, typically with onions added, that have been chopped into small pieces and fried until brown.













Hashemite

 
/ˈhaSHəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of an Arab princely family claiming descent from Hashim, great-grandfather of Muhammad.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Hashemite family.














Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan






official name for Jordan
 (
sense

 1).









hash house

 
/haSH houz/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cheap restaurant.













Hashimoto's disease

 
/ˌhaSHiˈmōdōz diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




an autoimmune disease causing chronic inflammation and consequential failure of the thyroid gland.











– origin

 1930s: named after Hakaru 
Hashimoto

 (1881–1934), Japanese surgeon.






hashish

 
/ˈhaSHēSH/





I.
 
noun




an extract of the cannabis plant, containing concentrations of the psychoactive resins.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Arabic 
ḥašīš

 ‘dry herb, powdered hemp leaves.’





hash key






noun




a button on a computer keyboard or telephone keypad that is marked with a # sign




•
 
pressing and holding the hash key activates silent/vibrate mode.



















hash mark






noun



1.
 
a service stripe worn on the left sleeve of an enlisted person's uniform to indicate three years of service in the army or four years in the navy.




2.
 
a service stripe on any uniform.




3.
 


[Football]

 one of a series of marks made along parallel lines that delineate the middle of the field, used to spot the ball after a play ends outside these lines.




4.
 
the symbol #.













hashtag

 
/ˈhaSHtaɡ/






noun



1.
 
(on social media sites such as Twitter) a word or phrase preceded by a hash or pound sign (#) and used to identify messages on a specific topic




•
 
spammers often broadcast tweets with popular hashtags even if the tweet has nothing to do with them.










2.
 
the hash or pound sign (#)




•
 
Hunt mistook an @ for a hashtag while tweeting derogatory thoughts about him.



















Hasid

 
/KHäˈsēd, ˈKHäsid, ˈhäsid /

 
Chasid
 , Chassid
 , Hassid





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a strictly orthodox Jewish sect in Palestine in the 3rd and 2nd centuries 
BC

 that opposed Hellenizing influences on their faith and supported the Maccabean revolt.




2.
 
an adherent of Hasidism.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
ḥāsīd

 ‘pious.’





Hasidic

 
/həˈsidik KHäˈsidik /

 
Chasidic
 , Chassidic
 , Hassidic





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting Hasidism, a mystical Jewish movement founded in Poland in the 18th century in reaction to the rigid academicism of rabbinical Judaism




•
 
Hasidic Jews




•
 
Hasidic folklore.














II.
 
noun




an adherent of Hasidism.













Hasidism

 
/ˈhasəˌdizəm /

 
Chasidism
 , Chassidism
 , Hassidism






noun




an influential mystical Jewish movement founded in Poland in the 18th century in reaction to the rigid academicism of rabbinical Judaism. The movement declined sharply in the 19th century, but fundamentalist communities developed from it, and Hasidism is still a force in Jewish life, particularly in Israel and New York.













haslet

 
/ˈhaslət ˈhāzlət /

 
harslet





I.
 
noun




a cold meat preparation consisting of chopped or minced pork offal compressed into a loaf before being cooked.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting meat for roasting): from Old French 
hastelet

 , diminutive of 
haste

 ‘roast meat, spit,’ probably of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
harst

 ‘sirloin.’





Hasmonean

 
/ˌhazməˈnēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Jewish dynasty established by the Maccabees.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Hasmonean dynasty.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Asmonaeus

 (from Greek 
Asamonaios

 , the grandfather of Mattathias, head of the Maccabees in the 2nd cent. 
BC

 ) + -an
 .





hasn't

 
/ˈhaznt/






contraction




has not.













hasp

 
/hasp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slotted hinged metal plate that forms part of a fastening for a door or lid and is fitted over a metal loop and secured by a pin or padlock.




2.
 
a slotted hinged metal plate on a trunk or suitcase with a projecting piece that is secured by the lock.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 lock (a door, window, or lid) by securing the hasp over the loop of the fastening.











– origin

 Old English 
hæpse

 , 
hæsp

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
haspel

 and German 
Haspe

 .





hassium

 
/ˈhasēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Hs

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 108, a very unstable element made by high-energy atomic collisions.

See also hahnium
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
Hassias

 ‘Hesse’ (the German state); it was discovered in Darmstadt in 1984.





hassle

 
/ˈhasəl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
irritating inconvenience




•
 
the hassle of losing a high security key




•
 
traveling can be a hassle.










2.
 
deliberate harassment




•
 
if they give you any hassle, just tell them it's for me.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a disagreement; a quarrel




•
 
an election-year hassle with farmers.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
harass; pester




•
 
squeegee men who hassle drivers for change at stoplights.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally dialect in the sense ‘hack or saw at’): of unknown origin, perhaps a blend of haggle
 and tussle
 .





hassock

 
/ˈhasək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick, firmly padded cushion, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a footstool.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a cushion for kneeling on in church.




4.
 
a firm clump of grass or matted vegetation in marshy or boggy ground.











– origin

 Old English 
hassuc

 (
sense

 2), of unknown origin.





hast

 
/hast/






archaic second person singular present of have
 .









hastate

 
/ˈhastāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) having a narrow triangular shape like that of a spearhead.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
hastatus

 , from 
hasta

 ‘spear.’






haste

 
/hāst/





I.
 
noun




excessive speed or urgency of movement or action; hurry




•
 
working with feverish haste




•
 
I write 
in haste

 .














II.
 
verb




archaic term for hasten
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make haste








‹dated›

 hurry; hasten




•
 
I make haste to seal this.















2.
 
more haste, less speed








‹proverb›

 you make better progress with a task if you don't try to do it too quickly.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
haste

 (noun), 
haster

 (verb), of Germanic origin.






hasten

 
/ˈhās(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
be quick to do something




•
 
he hastened to refute the assertion.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move or travel hurriedly




•
 
we hastened back to Paris.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to happen sooner than it otherwise would




•
 
a move that could hasten peace talks.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: extended form of haste
 , on the pattern of verbs in -en
 1
 .





hastily

 
/ˈhāstəlē/






adverb




with excessive speed or urgency; hurriedly




•
 
he hastily changed the subject




•
 
maybe I acted too hastily.



















Hastings

 
/ˈhāstiNGz/






a city in southern Nebraska, directly south of Grand Island; pop. 25,394 (est. 2008).









Hastings, Battle of






a decisive battle that took place in 1066 just north of the town of Hastings, East Sussex. William the Conqueror defeated the forces of the Anglo-Saxon king Harold II; Harold died in the battle, leaving the way open for the Norman Conquest of England.









hasty

 
/ˈhāstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or acting with excessive speed or urgency; hurried




•
 
a hasty attempt to defuse the situation




•
 
hasty decisions.










2.
 
acting with with excessive speed or insufficient consideration




•
 
don't be too 
hasty in

 criticizing a colleague.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 quick-tempered.








II.
 
derivatives





hastiness

 
/ˈhāstēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hasti

 , 
hastif

 , from 
haste

 (see haste
 ).





hasty pudding






noun




a mush containing cornmeal or (in Britain) wheat flour stirred to a thick batter in boiling milk or water.














hat

 
/hat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaped covering for the head worn for warmth, as a fashion item, or as part of a uniform.




2.
 
used to refer to a particular role or occupation of someone who has more than one




•
 
wearing her scientific hat, she is director of a pharmacology research group.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be all hat and no cattle








(US)

 
‹informal›

 tend to talk boastfully without acting on one's words.









2.
 
hat in hand






used to indicate an attitude of humility




•
 
standing on the stoop of his ex-wife's house, hat in hand.















3.
 
keep something under one's hat






keep something a secret.









4.
 
pass the hat






collect contributions of money from a number of people for a specific purpose.









5.
 
pick something out of a hat






select something, especially the winner of a contest, at random.









6.
 
take one's hat off to (or hats off to)






used to state one's admiration for (someone who has done something praiseworthy)




•
 
I take my hat off to anyone who makes it work




•
 
hats off to emergency services for prompt work in the wake of the storms.















7.
 
talk through one's hat






see talk
 .









8.
 
throw one's hat in (or into) the ring






express willingness to take up a challenge, especially to enter a political race.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hatful

 
/ˈhatˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
hatless

 
/ˈhatləs /






adjective













3.
 
hatted






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a white-hatted cowboy

























– origin

 Old English 
hætt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
hǫttr

 ‘hood,’ also to hood
 1
 .





hatband

 
/ˈhatˌband/






noun




a decorative ribbon encircling a hat, held in position above the brim.













hatbox

 
/ˈhatˌbäks/






noun




a large cylindrical box used to protect a hat when being transported or stored.














hatch1


 
/haCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opening of restricted size allowing for passage from one area to another, in particular




2.
 
a door in an aircraft, spacecraft, or submarine.




3.
 
an opening in the deck of a boat or ship leading to the cabin or a lower level, especially a hold




•
 
a cargo hatch.










4.
 
an opening in a ceiling leading to a loft.




5.
 
an opening in a kitchen wall for serving or selling food through




•
 
a service hatch.










6.
 
the rear door of a hatchback car.




7.
 
short for hatchback
 .








II.
 
phrases





down the hatch








‹informal›

 used in a toast; drink up.















– origin

 Old English 
hæcc

 (denoting the lower half of a divided door), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hek

 ‘paling, screen.’





hatch2


 
/haCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a young bird, fish, or reptile) emerge from its egg




•
 
ten little chicks 
hatched out

 .










2.
 
(of an egg) open and produce a young animal




•
 
eggs need to be put in a warm place to hatch.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — incubate (an egg)




•
 
the eggs are best hatched under broody hens or in incubators.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a young animal) to emerge from its egg




•
 
our penguins were hatched and hand-reared here.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — conspire to devise (a plot or plan)




•
 
the little plot that you and Sylvia 
hatched up

 last night.














II.
 
noun




a newly hatched brood




•
 
a hatch of mayflies.

















– origin

 Middle English 
hacche

 ; related to Swedish 
häcka

 and Danish 
hække

 .






hatch3


 
/haCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in fine art and technical drawing) shade (an area) with closely drawn parallel lines


(as 
noun

 
hatching

 )


•
 
the miniaturist's use of hatching and stippling.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘inlay with strips of metal’): from Old French 
hacher

 , from 
hache

 (see hatchet
 ).






hatchback

 
/ˈhaCHˌbak/






noun




a car with a door across the full width at the back end that opens upward to provide easy access for loading.













hatcheck

 
/ˈhatˌCHek/






adjective




of or employed in a checkroom for hats, coats, and other personal items.













hat-check girl






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a woman employed to keep charge of hats, coats, and other items deposited for temporary safekeeping in a coatroom




•
 
at the shipboard venue, the hat-check girls are waiting for you as you come off the speedboat.




















hatchel

 
/ˈhaCHəl/





I.
 
noun




another term for hackle
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb




another term for hackle
 .











– origin

 Middle English 
hechele

 , related to hook
 .





hatchery

 
/ˈhaCHərē/






noun




a place where the hatching of fish or poultry eggs is artificially controlled for commercial purposes.














hatchet

 
/ˈhaCHət/





I.
 
noun




a small ax with a short handle for use in one hand.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hachette

 , diminutive of 
hache

 ‘ax,’ from medieval Latin 
hapia

 , of Germanic origin.





hatchet-faced

 
/ˈhaCHət ˈˌfāst/






adjective






‹informal›

 with a narrow face and sharp features.













hatchetfish

 
/ˈhaCHitˌfiSH/






noun




a deep-bodied laterally compressed tropical freshwater fish of the New World. It is able to fly short distances above the surface of the water by beating its broad pectoral fins.

[Family 
Gasteropelecidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Gasteropelecus

 , and several species.]













hatchet job

 
/ˈhaCHət ˌjäb/






noun






‹informal›

 a fierce attack on someone or their work, especially in print




•
 
the author's attempted hatchet job on the judge was totally unjustified and irresponsible.



















hatchet man

 
/ˈhaCHət ˈˌman/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person employed to carry out controversial or disagreeable tasks, such as the dismissal of a number of people from employment.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who writes fierce attacks on others or their work.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: figuratively, from an early use denoting a hired Chinese assassin.





hatchling

 
/ˈhaCHliNG/






noun




a young animal that has recently emerged from its egg.













hatchment

 
/ˈhaCHmənt/





I.
 
noun




a large tablet, typically diamond-shaped, bearing the coat of arms of someone who has died, displayed in their honor.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from obsolete French 
hachement

 , from Old French 
acesmement

 ‘adornment.’





hatchway

 
/ˈhaCHˌwā/






noun




an opening or hatch, especially in a ship's deck.














hate

 
/hāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel intense or passionate dislike for (someone)




•
 
the boys hate each other




•
 
he was particularly hated by the extreme right.










2.
 
have a strong aversion to (something)




•
 
he hates flying




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I'd hate to live there.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — used politely to express one's regret or embarrassment at doing something




•
 
I hate to bother you.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hate on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 express strong dislike for; criticize or abuse




•
 
I can't hate on them for trying something new.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
intense or passionate dislike




•
 
feelings of hate and revenge.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting hostile actions motivated by intense dislike or prejudice




•
 
a hate campaign.














III.
 
derivatives





hatable

 
/ˈhātəbəl /

 
hateable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hatian

 (verb), 
hete

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
haten

 (verb) and German 
hassen

 (verb), 
Hass

 ‘hatred.’





hate crime






noun




a crime motivated by racial, sexual, or other prejudice, typically one involving violence.













hate-filled






adjective




full of hatred; very hostile




•
 
a bitter, hate-filled man




•
 
a hideous, hate-filled political doctrine.



















hateful

 
/ˈhātfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arousing, deserving of, or filled with hatred




•
 
hateful letters of abuse that had come unsigned.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very unpleasant




•
 
I don't have to stay in this hateful place.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hatefully






adverb













2.
 
hatefulness






noun





















hate mail

 
/ˈhāt ˌmāl/






noun




hostile and sometimes threatening letters sent, usually anonymously, to an individual or group.













hater

 
/ˈhādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who greatly dislikes a specified person or thing




•
 
a man hater




•
 
he's not a hater of modern music.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a negative or critical person




•
 
she found it difficult to cope with the haters.



















hate-watch





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 watch (a television program) for the sake of the enjoyment one derives from mocking or criticizing it




•
 
I hate-watched every single episode




•
 (as 
noun

 
hate-watching

 )
 
it was the year that hate-watching became our national pastime.














II.
 
derivatives





hate-watcher






noun





















hath

 
/haTH/






archaic third person singular present of have
 .









hat hair






noun






‹informal›

 a messy or flattened appearance of the hair, produced as a result of wearing and then removing a hat




•
 
follow these tips and kiss frizzy hat hair goodbye.



















Hathaway, Anne

 
/ˈhaTHəˌwā/






(
c.

 1557–1623), the wife of Shakespeare, whom she married in 1582.









hatha yoga

 
/ˌhäTHə ˈyōɡə/





I.
 
noun




a yoga system of physical exercises and breathing control.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
haṭha

 ‘force’ and yoga
 .





Hathor

 
/ˈhaTHər /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a sky goddess, the patron of love and joy, represented variously as a cow, with a cow's head or ears, or with a solar disk between a cow's horns.









hatpin

 
/ˈhatˌpin/






noun




a long pin, typically with an ornamental head, that holds a woman's hat in position by securing it to her hair.














hatrack

 
/ˈhatrak/






noun




a tall freestanding post fitted with large hooks for hanging hats on.













hatred

 
/ˈhātrəd/





I.
 
noun




intense dislike or ill will




•
 
racial hatred




•
 
his murderous hatred of his brother.

















– origin

 Middle English: from hate
 + 
-red

 (from Old English 
rǣden

 ‘condition’).





Hatshepsut

 
/hatˈSHepˌso͞ot/






(died 1482 
BC

 ), Egyptian queen of the 18th dynasty, reigned 
c.

 1503–1482 
BC

 . On the death of her husband, Tuthmosis II, she became regent for her nephew, Tuthmosis III. She then named herself pharaoh and was often portrayed as male.









hatstand

 
/ˈhatˌstand/






noun




British term for hatrack
 .













hatter

 
/ˈhadər/






noun




a person who makes and sells hats.













Hatteras, Cape

 
/ˈhatərəs/






a peninsula in eastern North Carolina, often called “the Graveyard of the Atlantic” because of the treacherous waters around.









Hattiesburg

 
/ˈhadēzˌbərɡ/






an industrial, commercial, and academic city in southeastern Mississippi; pop. 51,993 (est. 2008).









hat tip





I.
 
noun




(in online contexts) used as an acknowledgement that someone has brought a piece of information to the writer's attention, or provided the inspiration for a piece of writing




•
 


hat tip to

 Chris Johnson, who alerted me to the story.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally denoting an act of raising one's hat as a polite greeting or salutation): from the phrase tip one's hat
 .





hat trick





I.
 
noun



1.
 
three successes of the same kind, especially consecutive ones within a limited period




•
 
the band completes the trilogy, making for a dubious musical hat trick.










2.
 
(chiefly in ice hockey or soccer) the scoring of three goals in a game by one player.




3.
 
(in cricket) the taking of three wickets by the same bowler with successive balls.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally referring to the club presentation of a new hat (or some equivalent) to a bowler taking three wickets successively.






hauberk

 
/ˈhôbərk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a piece of armor originally covering only the neck and shoulders but later consisting of a full-length coat of mail or military tunic.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hauberc

 , 
hausberc

 , originally denoting protection for the neck, of Germanic origin.





haughtiness

 
/ˈhôdēnəs/






noun




the appearance or quality of being arrogantly superior and disdainful




•
 
her air of haughtiness.



















haughty

 
/ˈhôdē/





I.
 
adjective




arrogantly superior and disdainful




•
 
a look of haughty disdain




•
 
a haughty aristocrat.














II.
 
derivatives





haughtily

 
/ˈhôdəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: extended form of obsolete 
haught

 , earlier 
haut

 , from Old French, from Latin 
altus

 ‘high.’






haul

 
/hôl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) pull or drag with effort or force




•
 
he hauled his bike out of the shed




•
 [no 
obj.,

 with 
adverbial

 ]
 
she 
hauled on

 the reins.










2.
 
(
haul oneself

 )
 — propel or pull oneself with difficulty




•
 
he hauled himself along the cliff face.










3.
 


‹informal›

 force (someone) to appear for reprimand or trial




•
 
they will be hauled into court next week.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) pull (an attached trailer or load) behind it




•
 
the train was hauling a cargo of liquid chemicals.










5.
 
transport in a truck or cart




•
 
Bennie hauls trash in North Philadelphia.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a sailing ship) make an abrupt change of course.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of something that was stolen or is possessed illegally




•
 
they escaped with a haul of antiques.










2.
 
the number of points, medals, or titles won by a person or team in a sporting event or over a period.




3.
 
a number of fish caught.




4.
 
a distance to be traversed




•
 
the thirty-mile haul to Tallahassee.







See also long haul
 , short haul
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
haul ass








‹informal›

 move or leave fast.









2.
 
haul off





a.
 


‹informal›

 leave; depart.




b.
 
withdraw a little in preparation for some action




•
 
he hauled off and smacked the kid.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the nautical sense ‘trim sails for sailing closer to the wind’): variant of hale
 2
 .





haulage

 
/ˈhôlij/






noun



1.
 
the commercial transport of goods




•
 
road haulage.










2.
 
a charge for commercial transport of goods.














hauler

 
/ˈhôlər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person or company employed in the transport of goods or materials by road




•
 
private haulers collect the bagged or bundled waste.










2.
 
a truck used for the transport of goods or materials.













haulier

 
/ˈhôlēər/






noun




British term for hauler
 .













haulm

 
/hôm /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stalk or stem.




2.
 
the stalks or stems collectively of peas, beans, or potatoes without the pods or tubers, as used for bedding




•
 
potato haulm.

















– origin

 Old English 
healm

 , 
halm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
halm

 and German 
Halm

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
culmus

 ‘stalk’ and Greek 
kalamos

 ‘reed.’





haunch

 
/hôn(t)SH hän(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a buttock and thigh considered together, in a human or animal.




2.
 
the leg and loin of an animal, such as a deer, as food




•
 
haunch of caribou meat.










3.
 


[Architecture]

 the side of an arch, between the crown and the pier.








II.
 
phrases





sit on one's haunches






squat with the haunches resting on the backs of the heels.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hanche

 , of Germanic origin.





haunt

 
/hônt hänt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ghost) manifest itself at (a place) regularly




•
 
a gray lady who haunts the chapel.










2.
 
(of a person) frequent (a place)




•
 
he haunts used book stores.










3.
 
be persistently and disturbingly present in (something)




•
 
cities haunted by the shadow of cholera.










4.
 
be persistently in the mind of (someone)




•
 
the sight haunted me for years.














II.
 
noun




a place frequented by a specified person or group of people




•
 
I revisited my 
old haunts






•
 
Greenwich Village has been home to a number of literary haunts.














III.
 
derivatives





haunter

 
/ˈhôn(t)ər ˈhän(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘frequent (a place)’): from Old French 
hanter

 , of Germanic origin; distantly related to home
 .





haunted

 
/ˈhôn(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) frequented by a ghost




•
 
it looked like a classic haunted mansion.










2.
 
having or showing signs of mental anguish or torment




•
 
the hollow cheeks, the haunted eyes.



















haunting

 
/ˈhôn(t)iNG/






adjective




poignant and evocative; difficult to ignore or forget




•
 
the melodies were elaborate and of haunting beauty.



















hauntingly

 
/ˈhôn(t)iNGlē/






adverb




in a poignant or evocative manner




•
 
the words came hauntingly back to her




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
hauntingly beautiful music.



















Hauptmann, Gerhart

 
/ˈhouptˌmän/






(1862–1946), German playwright. An early pioneer of naturalism, he is known for 
Before Sunrise

 (1889) and 
The Ascension of Joan

 (1893). Nobel Prize for Literature (1912).









haurient

 
/ˈhôrēənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a fish or marine creature) depicted swimming vertically, typically with the head upward.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
haurient-

 ‘drawing in (air, water, etc.),’ from the verb 
haurire

 .





Hausa

 
/ˈhousə ˈhouzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of northern Nigeria and adjacent regions.




2.
 
the Chadic language of the Hausa, spoken mainly in Nigeria and Niger, and widely used as a lingua franca in parts of West Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hausa or their language.











– origin

 the name in Hausa.





hausfrau

 
/ˈhousˌfrou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a German housewife.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a woman regarded as overly domesticated or efficient.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German, from 
Haus

 ‘house’ + 
Frau

 ‘woman, wife.’





haustellum

 
/hôˈsteləm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the sucking organ or proboscis of an insect or crustacean.








II.
 
derivatives





haustellate

 
/hôˈstelit, ˈhôstəˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin diminutive of 
haustrum

 ‘scoop,’ from 
haust-

 ‘drawn in,’ from the verb 
haurire

 .





haustorium

 
/hôˈstôrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a slender projection from the root of a parasitic plant, such as a dodder, or from the hyphae of a parasitic fungus, enabling the parasite to penetrate the tissues of its host and absorb nutrients from it.








II.
 
derivatives





haustorial

 
/hôstôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
haustor

 ‘thing that draws in,’ from the verb 
haurire

 .





hautboy

 
/ˈōˌboi ˈhōtˌboi /

 
hautbois





I.
 
noun




archaic form of oboe
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
hautbois

 , from 
haut

 ‘high’ + 
bois

 ‘wood.’





haute

 
/ōt /

 
haut






adjective




fashionably elegant or high-class.













haute bourgeoisie

 
/ˌōt bo͝oZHwäˈzē/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the haute bourgeoisie

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the upper middle class.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘high bourgeoisie.’






haute couture

 
/ˌōt ko͞oˈto͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the designing and making of high-quality fashionable clothes by leading fashion houses, especially to order.




2.
 
expensive, fashionable clothes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘high dressmaking.’





haute cuisine

 
/ˌōt ˌkwiˈzēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the preparation and cooking of high-quality food following the style of traditional French cuisine.




2.
 
high-quality food in the style of traditional French cuisine.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, literally ‘high cooking.’





haute école

 
/ˌōt eˈkôl/





I.
 
noun




the art or practice of advanced classical dressage.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘high school.’





Haute-Normandie

 
/ˌōt ˌnôrmäNˈdē/






a region in northern France, on the coast of the English Channel.









hauteur

 
/hōˈtər/





I.
 
noun




haughtiness of manner; disdainful pride.











– origin

 French, from 
haut

 ‘high.’





haut monde

 
/ō ˈmôNd, ˈmänd/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the haut monde

 )


1.
 
fashionable society.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘high world.’






Havana1


 
/həˈvanə/






the capital of Cuba, on the northern coast; pop. 2,148,132 (2008). It was founded in 1515 by Diego Velázquez de Cuéllar.

Spanish name La Habana
 .









Havana2


 
/həˈvanə həˈvänə/






noun




a cigar made in Cuba or from Cuban tobacco.













Havasu, Lake

 
/ˈhavəˌso͞o/






a reservoir and recreational site on the Colorado River between Arizona and southeastern California.









Havdalah

 
/ˌhävdäˈlä, hävˈdôlə /

 
Habdalah





I.
 
noun




a Jewish religious ceremony or formal prayer marking the end of the Sabbath.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
haḇdālāh

 ‘separation, division.’






have

 
/hav həv (ə)v/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(also 
have got

 )
 — possess, own, or hold




•
 
he had a new car and a boat




•
 
have you got a job yet?




•
 
I don't have that much money on me




•
 
he's got the equipment with him.










2.
 
possess or be provided with (a quality, characteristic, or feature)




•
 
the ham had a sweet, smoky flavor




•
 
she's got blue eyes




•
 
the house has gas heat.










3.
 
(
have oneself

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 provide or indulge oneself with (something)




•
 
he had himself two highballs.










4.
 
be made up of; comprise




•
 
in 1989 the party had 10,000 members.










5.
 
used to indicate a particular relationship




•
 
he's got three children




•
 
do you have a client named Pedersen?










6.
 
be able to make use of (something available or at one's disposal)




•
 
how much time have I got for the presentation?










7.
 
have gained (a qualification)




•
 
he's got a BA in English.










8.
 
possess as an intellectual attainment; know (a language or subject)




•
 
he knew Latin and Greek; I had only a little French.










9.
 
experience; undergo




•
 
I went to a few parties and had a good time




•
 
I was having difficulty in keeping awake.










10.
 
(also 
have got

 )
 — suffer from (an illness, ailment, or disability)




•
 
I've got a headache.










11.
 
(also 
have got

 )
 — let (a feeling or thought) come into one's mind; hold in the mind




•
 
he had the strong impression that someone was watching him




•
 
we've got a few ideas we're kicking around




•
 
I've no doubt he's as busy as I am.










12.
 
[with 
past participle

 ]
 — experience or suffer the specified action happening or being done to (something)




•
 
she had her bag stolen.










13.
 
cause (someone or something) to be in a particular state or condition




•
 
I want to have everything ready in good time




•
 
I had the TV on with the sound turned down.










14.
 
(also 
have got

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 have put (someone) at a disadvantage in an argument (said either to acknowledge that one has no answer to a point or to show that one knows one's opponent has no answer)




•
 
you've got me there; I've never given the matter much thought.










15.
 
[with 
past participle

 ]
 — cause (something) to be done for one by someone else




•
 
it is advisable to have your carpet laid by a professional.










16.
 
tell or arrange for something to be done




•
 
she had her long hair cut




•
 
always having the builders in to do something.










17.
 
(usu. 
be had

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 cheat or deceive (someone)




•
 
I realized I'd been had.










18.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 engage in sexual intercourse with (someone).




19.
 
(
have to do something

 or 
have got to do something

 )
 — be obliged or find it necessary to do the specified thing




•
 
you don't have to accept this situation




•
 
we've got to plan for the future.










20.
 
need or be obliged to do (something)




•
 
he's got a lot to do.










21.
 
be strongly recommended to do something




•
 
if you think that place is great, you have to try our summer house.










22.
 
be certain or inevitable to happen or be the case




•
 
there has to be a catch.










23.
 
perform the action indicated by the noun specified (used especially in spoken English as an alternative to a more specific verb)




•
 
he had a look around




•
 
the color green has a restful effect.










24.
 
organize and bring about




•
 
are you going to have a party?










25.
 
eat or drink




•
 
I'll have the vegetable plate.










26.
 
give birth to or be due to give birth to




•
 
she's going to have a baby.










27.
 
(also 
have got

 )
 — show (a personal attribute or quality) by one's actions or attitude




•
 
he had little patience with technological gadgetry




•
 
if you've got the drive to finish your degree.










28.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — exercise or show (mercy, pity, etc.) toward another person




•
 
God have mercy on me!










29.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — not accept; refuse to tolerate




•
 
I can't have you insulting Tom like that.










30.
 
(also 
have got

 )
 — place or keep (something) in a particular position




•
 
Mary had her back to me




•
 
I soon had the trout in a net.










31.
 
hold or grasp (someone or something) in a particular way




•
 
he had me by the throat.










32.
 
be the recipient of (something sent, given, or done)




•
 
she had a letter from Mark.










33.
 
take or invite into one's home so as to provide care or entertainment, especially for a limited period




•
 
we're having the children for the weekend.














II.
 
auxiliary verb




used with a past participle to form the perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect tenses, and the conditional mood




•
 
I have finished




•
 
he had asked her




•
 
she will have left by now




•
 
I could have helped, had I known




•
 
“Have you seen him?” “Yes, I have.”














III.
 
noun

 — (
the haves

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 people with plenty of money and possessions




•
 
an increasing gap between the haves and have-nots.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
have a care (or an eye, etc.)






see care
 , eye
 , etc.









2.
 
have got it bad





a.
 


‹informal›

 be very powerfully affected emotionally, especially by love.




b.
 
be in a situation where one is treated badly or exploited




•
 
if you think you've got it bad now, how would you like to be paid to collect pebbles?















3.
 
have had it

 

‹informal›






a.
 
be in a very poor condition; be beyond repair or past its best




•
 
the car had had it.










b.
 
be extremely tired




•
 
tomorrow she would drive on through Germany, but for today, she'd had it.










c.
 
have lost all chance of survival




•
 
looks like your plant’s had it.










d.
 
be unable to tolerate someone or something any longer




•
 


I've had it with

 him—he's humiliated me once too often!















4.
 
have it





a.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — express the view that (used to indicate that the speaker is reporting something that they do not necessarily believe to be fact)




•
 
rumor had it that although he lived in a derelict house, he was really very wealthy.










b.
 
win a decision, especially after a vote




•
 
the ayes have it.










c.
 
have found the answer to something




•
 
“I have it!” Rosa exclaimed.















5.
 
have it away (or off)








(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse.









6.
 
have it both ways






see both
 .









7.
 
have it coming






deserve punishment or downfall.









8.
 
have (got) it in for








‹informal›

 feel a particular dislike of (someone) and behave in a hostile manner toward them.









9.
 
have (got) it in one (to do something)








‹informal›

 have the capacity or potential (to do something)




•
 
everyone thinks he has it in him to produce a literary classic.















10.
 
have it out








‹informal›

 attempt to resolve a contentious matter by confronting someone and engaging in a frank discussion or argument




•
 
give her the chance of a night's rest before you 
have it out with

 her.















11.
 
have a nice day








(chiefly US)

 used to express good wishes when parting.









12.
 
have (got) nothing on

 

‹informal›






a.
 
be not nearly as good as (someone or something), especially in a particular respect




•
 
bright though his three sons were, they had nothing on Sally.










b.
 
(
have nothing (or something) on

 )
 — know nothing (or something) discreditable or incriminating about (someone)




•
 
I am not worried—they've got nothing on me.















13.
 
have nothing to do with






see do
 1
 .









14.
 
have one too many






see many
 .









15.
 
have (got) something to oneself






be able to use, occupy, or enjoy something without having to share it with anyone else.









16.
 
have —— to do with






see do
 1
 .












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
have at






attempt or attack forcefully or aggressively.









2.
 
have someone on








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 try to make someone believe something that is untrue, especially as a joke




•
 
that's just too neat—you're having me on.















3.
 
have (got) something on





a.
 
be wearing something




•
 
she had a blue dress on.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 be committed to an arrangement




•
 
I've got a lot on at the moment.















4.
 
have something out






undergo an operation to extract the part of the body specified




•
 
she had her wisdom teeth out.





















– origin

 Old English 
habban

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hebben

 and German 
haben

 , also probably to heave
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 
Have

 and 
have got

 : there is a great deal of debate on the difference between these two forms. A traditional view is that 
have got

 is chiefly British, but not correct in formal writing, while 
have

 is chiefly American. Actual usage is more complicated: 
have got

 is in fact also widely used in US English. In both US and British usage, 
have

 is more formal than 
have got

 , and it is more appropriate in writing to use constructions such as 
don't have

 (or 
do not have

 ) rather than 
haven't got

 . See also usage at gotten
 . 
2

 A common mistake is to write the word 
of

 instead of 
have

 or 
've

 : I 
could of

 told you that instead of I 
could've

 told you that. The reason for the mistake is that the pronunciation of 
have

 in unstressed contexts is the same as that of 
of

 , and the two words are confused when it comes to writing them down. The error was recorded as early as 1837 and, although common, is unacceptable in standard English. 
3

 Another controversial issue is the insertion of 
have

 where it is superfluous, as, for example, I might have missed it if you 
hadn't have

 pointed it out (rather than the standard … if you 
hadn't

 pointed it out). This construction has been around since at least the 15th century, but only where a hypothetical situation is presented (e.g., statements starting with 
if

 ). More recently, there has been speculation among grammarians and linguists that this insertion of 
have

 may represent a kind of subjunctive and is actually making a useful distinction in the language. However, it is still regarded as an error in standard English.





Havel, Václav

 
/ˈhävəl/






(1936–2011), Czech playwright and statesman; president of Czechoslovakia 1989–92 and of the Czech Republic 1993–2003. His plays, such as 
The Garden Party

 (1963), were critical of totalitarianism, and he was twice imprisoned as a dissident.









haveli

 
/ˌhəvəˈlē/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a mansion.











– origin

 via Hindi from Arabic 
havelī

 .





havelock

 
/ˈhavläk/





I.
 
noun




a cloth covering for a military cap that extends downward to protect the neck from sun and weather.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Sir Henry 
Havelock

 (1795–1857), an English general who served in India.





haven

 
/ˈhāvən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place of safety or refuge




•
 
a haven for wildlife.










2.
 
an inlet providing shelter for ships or boats; a harbor or small port.











– origin

 late Old English 
hæfen

 , from Old Norse 
hǫfn

 ; related to Dutch 
haven

 , German 
Hafen

 ‘harbor.’





have-nots

 
/ˈhav ˌnäts/






plural noun

 — (usu. 
the have-nots

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 economically disadvantaged people




•
 
lack of access to information will perpetuate the division between the 
haves and have-nots

 .



















haven't

 
/ˈhavənt/






contraction




have not.













haver

 
/ˈhāvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Scottish)

 talk foolishly; babble




•
 
Tom havered on.










2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(Brit.)

 act in a vacillating or indecisive manner


(as 
noun

 
havering

 )


•
 
most people giggle at their havering and indecision.














II.
 
noun

 — (also 
havers

 )


1.
 


(Scottish)

 foolish talk; nonsense.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





Haverhill

 
/ˈhāv(ə)rəl/






an industrial city in northeastern Massachusetts, on the Merrimack River; pop. 61,275 (est. 2008).









haversack

 
/ˈhavərˌsak/





I.
 
noun




a small, sturdy bag carried on the back or over the shoulder, used especially by soldiers and hikers.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
havresac

 , from obsolete German 
Habersack

 , denoting a bag used by soldiers to carry oats as horse feed, from dialect 
Haber

 ‘oats’ + 
Sack

 ‘sack, bag.’





Haversian canal

 
/həˌvərZHən kəˈnal/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 any of the minute tubes that form a network in bone and contain blood vessels.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Clopton 
Havers

 (1650–1702), English anatomist.





Havlicek, John

 
/ˈhavləˌCHek/






(1940–), US basketball player; nickname 
Hondo

 . He played for the Boston Celtics 1962–78, during which time they won eight NBA titles. Basketball Hall of Fame (1983).










havoc

 
/ˈhavək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
widespread destruction




•
 
the hurricane ripped through Florida, causing havoc.










2.
 
great confusion or disorder




•
 
schoolchildren 
wreaking havoc

 in the classroom.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 lay waste to; devastate.








III.
 
phrases





play havoc with






completely disrupt; cause serious damage to




•
 
shift work plays havoc with the body clock.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
havok

 , alteration of Old French 
havot

 , of unknown origin. The word was originally used in the phrase 
cry havoc

 (Old French 
crier havot

 ) ‘to give an army the order 
havoc

 ,’ which was the signal for plundering.






haw1


 
/hô/





I.
 
noun




the red fruit of the hawthorn.











– origin

 Old English 
haga

 , of Germanic origin; probably related to hedge
 (compare with Dutch 
haag

 ‘hedge’).





haw2


 
/hô/





I.
 
noun




the third eyelid or nictitating membrane in certain mammals, especially dogs and cats.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a discharge from the eye): of unknown origin.





haw3


 
/hô/






verb




see hem and haw
 at hem
 2
 .














Hawaii

 
/həˈwīē/





I.
 
a state in the US that is comprised of a group of islands in the North Pacific Ocean, about 3,000 miles (4,830 km) west of mainland US; pop. 1,288,198 (est. 2008); capital, Honolulu (on Oahu); statehood, Aug. 21, 1959 (50). First settled by Polynesians, Hawaii was discovered by Captain James Cook in 1778. It was annexed by the US in 1898 and is a popular vacation destination.

Former name Sandwich Islands
 .




II.
 
the largest island in the state of Hawaii.









Hawaii-Aleutian Standard Time

 
HST






noun



1.
 
the standard time in a zone including the Hawaiian Islands and the western Aleutian Islands, specifically.




2.
 
standard time based on the mean solar time at longitude 150° W., ten hours behind GMT. Also called 
Hawaiian Standard Time

 .













Hawaiian

 
/həˈwīən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Hawaii.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of Hawaii.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to Hawaii, its people, or their language.




2.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a type of volcanic eruption in which fluid basaltic lava is produced, as is typical of volcanoes in Hawaii.














Hawaiian goose






noun




another term for nene
 .













Hawaiian guitar






noun




a steel-stringed guitar in which a characteristic glissando effect is produced by sliding a metal bar along the strings as they are plucked.













hawala

 
/həˈwälə, -ˈvälə/





I.
 
noun




a system or agency for transferring money traditionally used in the Muslim world, whereby the money is paid to an agent who then instructs a remote associate to pay the final recipient.











– origin

 from Arabic, literally ‘change, transform.’





hawfinch

 
/ˈhôfin(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a large Old World finch with a massive bill for cracking open cherry stones and other hard seeds.

[Genus 
Coccothraustes

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : three species, in particular the widespread 
C. coccothraustes

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from haw
 1
 + finch
 .





hawk1


 
/hôk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diurnal bird of prey with broad rounded wings and a long tail, typically taking prey by surprise with a short chase.

Compare with falcon
 . [Family 
Accipitridae

 : several genera, esp. 
Accipiter

 , which includes the Cooper's hawk and goshawk.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a bird of prey related to the buteos.




3.
 


[Falconry]

 any diurnal bird of prey used in falconry.




4.
 
a person who advocates an aggressive or warlike policy, especially in foreign affairs.

Compare with dove
 1
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) hunt game with a trained hawk




•
 
he spent the afternoon hawking.










2.
 
(of a bird or dragonfly) hunt on the wing for food




•
 
swifts hawked low over the water




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
dragonflies hawk and feed on flies.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have eyes like a hawk






miss nothing of what is going on around one.









2.
 
watch someone like a hawk






keep a vigilant eye on someone, especially to check that they do nothing wrong.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hawkish

 
/ˈhôkiSH /






adjective













2.
 
hawkishly






adverb













3.
 
hawkishness






noun













4.
 
hawklike

 
/ˈhôkˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hafoc

 , 
heafoc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
havik

 and German 
Habicht

 .





hawk2


 
/hôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry around and offer (goods) for sale, typically advertising them by shouting




•
 
street traders were hawking costume jewelry.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: back-formation from hawker
 1
 .





hawk3


 
/hôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clear the throat noisily




•
 
he hawked and spat into the flames.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
hawk something up

 )
 — bring phlegm up from the throat.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably imitative.





hawk4


 
/hôk/





I.
 
noun




a plasterer's square board with a handle underneath for carrying plaster or mortar.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





hawk eagle






noun




a small tropical eagle with broad wings and a long tail, and typically a crest.

[Genera 
Spizaetus

 and 
Spizastur

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : several species.]













Hawke Bay






a bay on the eastern coast of North Island, in New Zealand.










hawker1


 
/ˈhôkər/





I.
 
noun




a person who travels around selling goods, typically advertising them by shouting.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from Low German or Dutch and related to huckster
 .





hawker2


 
/ˈhôkər/





I.
 
noun




a falconer.











– origin

 Old English 
hafocere

 , from 
hafoc

 ‘hawk.’





hawk-eyed

 
/ˈhôk ˌīd/






adjective



1.
 
having very good eyesight.




2.
 
watching carefully; vigilant




•
 
a hawk-eyed policeman saved the lives of dozens of shoppers.



















Hawkeye State

 
/ˈhôkī ˌstāt/






a nickname for the state of Iowa
 .









hawkfish

 
/ˈhôkˌfiSH/






noun




a small tropical marine fish found chiefly in the Indo-Pacific region. It typically lives in shallow water and adopts a distinctive perching or “hovering” position just above coral.

[Family 
Cirrhitidae

 : three genera and several species.]













Hawking, Stephen

 
/ˈhôkiNG/






(1942–), English theoretical physicist; full name 
Stephen William Hawking

 . His main work has been with space-time, quantum mechanics, and black holes. His book 
A Brief History of Time

 (1988) was a bestseller.









Hawking radiation






noun






[Physics]

 electromagnetic radiation that, according to theory, should be emitted by a black hole. The radiation is due to the black hole capturing one of a particle-antiparticle pair created spontaneously near to the event horizon.













Hawkins, Coleman

 
/ˈhôkənz/






(1904–69), US jazz saxophonist; full name 
Coleman Randolph Hawkins

 . During the 1920s and 1930s he was influential in making the tenor saxophone popular as a jazz instrument. He played with the Fletcher Henderson band 1923–34.










hawk moth

 
hawkmoth






noun




a large swift-flying moth with a stout body and narrow forewings, typically feeding on nectar while hovering.

[Family 
Sphingidae

 : several genera and many species.]













hawk-nosed

 
/ˌhôkˈnōzd/






adjective




(of a person) having a nose that is curved like a hawk's beak.













hawk owl






noun




a hawklike owl with a small head and long tail, and typically an obscure facial disk.

[Family 
Strigidae

 : three genera, including 
Ninox

 (several species in Asia and Australasia) and 
Surnia

 , in particular the diurnal 
S. ulula

 of northern coniferous forests.]













Hawks, Howard

 
/hôks/






(1896–1977), US movie director, producer, and screenwriter; full name 
Howard Winchester Hawks

 . He wrote and directed the screenplay for his first movie in 1926 and also directed such movies as 
The Big Sleep

 (1946), 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

 (1953), and 
Rio Bravo

 (1959).









hawksbeard

 
/ˈhôksˌbird /

 
hawk's beard






noun




a plant of the daisy family that resembles a dandelion but has a branched stem with several flowers.

[Genus 
Crepis

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the 
western hawksbeard

 (
C. occidentalis

 ), found in the rocky areas of the western and southwestern US, and the 
slender hawksbeard

 (
C. atribarba

 ), found in the open areas of western North America.]













hawksbill

 
/ˈhôksˌbil /

 
hawksbill turtle






noun




a small tropical sea turtle with hooked jaws and overlapping horny plates on the shell, extensively hunted as the traditional source of tortoiseshell.

[
Eretmochelys imbricata

 , family 
Cheloniidae

 .]













hawkshaw

 
/ˈhôkˌSHô/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a detective.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of a detective in the play 
The Ticket-of-Leave Man

 by Tom Taylor (1817–80), English dramatist; also portrayed in the comic strip 
Hawkshaw the Detective

 by Augustus Charles (“Gus”) Mager (1878–1956), American cartoonist.





hawkweed

 
/ˈhôkˌwēd/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed plant of the daisy family, typically having small yellow dandelionlike flower heads and often growing as a weed.

[Genus 
Hieracium

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 late Old English, rendering Latin 
hieracium

 , based on Greek 
hierax

 ‘hawk.’





Haworth, Sir Walter Norman

 
/ˈhouˌwərTH/






(1883–1950), English organic chemist. A pioneer in carbohydrate chemistry, he was the first person to make a vitamin artificially when he synthesized vitamin C. He shared the 1937 Nobel Prize for Chemistry with Paul Karrer (1889-1971).









hawse

 
/hôz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a ship's bows through which the anchor cables pass.




2.
 
the space between the head of an anchored vessel and the anchors.











– origin

 late Middle English 
halse

 , probably from Old Norse 
háls

 ‘neck, ship's bow.’





hawsehole

 
/ˈhôzhōl/






noun




a hole in the deck of a ship through which an anchor cable passes.













hawsepipe

 
/ˈhôzpīp/






noun




an inclined pipe leading from a hawsehole to the side of a ship, containing the shank of the anchor when the anchor is raised.













hawser

 
/ˈhôzər/





I.
 
noun




a thick rope or cable for mooring or towing a ship.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
haucer

 , from Old French 
haucier

 ‘to hoist,’ based on Latin 
altus

 ‘high.’





hawser-laid

 
/ˈhôzərlād/






adjective



1.
 
another term for cable-laid
 .




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 denoting the ordinary type of rope commonly used in ships’ rigging, typically made of three left-handed strands twisted together right-handed.













hawt

 
/hôt/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly US)

 informal spelling of hot
 :




•
 
he might be 40, but he's still extremely hawt




•
 
it takes some time to get used to—104 degrees is hawt!

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: representing an exaggerated pronunciation of hot
 .






hawthorn

 
/ˈhôˌTHôrn/





I.
 
noun




a thorny shrub or tree of the rose family, with white, pink, or red blossoms and small dark red fruits (haws). Native to north temperate regions, it is commonly used for hedges.

Also called may
 2
 , quickthorn
 , or whitethorn
 . [Genus 
Crataegus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : many species, in particular the European 
common hawthorn

 (
C. monogyna

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
hagathorn

 , probably meaning literally ‘hedge thorn’ (see haw
 1
 , thorn
 ); related to Dutch 
haagdoorn

 , German 
Hagedorn

 .





Hawthorne

 
/ˈhôTHôrn/






a city in southwestern California, south of Los Angeles; pop. 84,305 (est. 2008).









Hawthorne, Nathaniel

 
/ˈhôˌTHôrn/






(1804–64), US novelist and short-story writer. Much of his fiction explores guilt, sin, and morality. Notable works: 
The Scarlet Letter

 (1850), 
The House of Seven Gables

 (1851), and 
The Marble Faun

 (1860).









Hawthorne effect





I.
 
noun




the alteration of behavior by the subjects of a study due to their awareness of being observed.











– origin

 1960s: from 
Hawthorne

 , the name of one of the Western Electric Company's plants in Chicago, where the phenomenon was first observed in the 1920s.






hay1


 
/hā/





I.
 
noun




grass that has been mown and dried for use as fodder.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hit the hay








‹informal›

 go to bed.









2.
 
make hay (while the sun shines)








‹proverb›

 make good use of an opportunity while it lasts.















– origin

 Old English 
hēg

 , 
hīeg

 , 
hīg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hooi

 and German 
Heu

 , also to hew
 .





hay2


 
/hā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a country dance with interweaving steps similar to a reel.




2.
 
a winding formation danced in a hay or other country dance.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from an obsolete sense ‘a kind of dance’ of French 
haie

 ‘hedge,’ figuratively ‘row of people lining the route of a procession.’





Hay, John Milton

 
/hā/






(1838–1905), US diplomat and writer. He was US ambassador to Great Britain 1897–98, and then, as US secretary of state 1898–1905, he negotiated the Hay–Pauncefote Treaty (1901), which made possible the construction of the Panama Canal.









haybox

 
/ˈhāˌbäks/






noun






‹historical›

 a box stuffed with hay in which heated food was left to continue cooking.













haycock

 
/ˈhāˌkäk/






noun




a conical heap of hay in a field.













Haydn, Franz Joseph

 
/ˈhīdn/






(1732–1809), Austrian composer. A major exponent of the classical style, he was musical director to the household of Hungary's Prince Esterházy 1761–90. His work includes 104 symphonies, chamber and keyboard music, and the oratorio 
The Creation

 (1796–98).









Hayek, Friedrich

 
/ˈhīək/






(1899–1992), British economist; born in Austria; full name 
Friedrich August von Hayek

 . Strongly opposed to Keynesian economics, he was a leading advocate of the free market. Nobel Prize for Economics (1974), shared with Gunnar Myrdal.









Hayel

 
/ˈhī(ə)l/






variant spelling of Ha'il
 .









Hayes, Helen

 
/hāz/






(1900–1993) US actress; born Helen Hayes Brown; known as the 
First Lady of the American Theater

 . Her Broadway career spanned seven decades and included Tony-winning roles in 
Happy Birthday

 (1946) and 
Time Remembered

 (1957). She also appeared in movies such as 
The Sin of Madelon Claudet

 (1932) and 
Airport

 (1970).









Hayes, Rutherford B.






(1822–93), 19th president of the US 1877–81; full name 
Rutherford Birchard Hayes

 . A Republican, he served in the US House of Representatives 1865–68 and as governor of Ohio 1868–72 and 1876–77 before succeeding Ulysses S. Grant to the presidency. During his administration, Reconstruction in the South came to an end. His use of federal troops during the railroad strikes of 1877 cost him the popular support of the people.










hay fever






noun




an allergy caused by pollen or dust in which the mucous membranes of the eyes and nose are itchy and inflamed, causing a runny nose and watery eyes.













hayfield

 
/ˈhāˌfēld/






noun




a field where hay is being or is to be made.













hayfork

 
/ˈhāfôrk/






noun



1.
 
a hand tool for lifting hay; pitchfork.




2.
 
a machine for lifting hay.













haying

 
/ˈhāiNG/






noun




the activity of mowing and drying grass to make hay.













haylage

 
/ˈhālij/





I.
 
noun




silage made from grass that has been partially dried.











– origin

 1960s: blend of hay
 1
 and silage
 .





hayloft

 
/ˈhāˌlôft/






noun




a loft over a stable or barn used for storing hay or straw.













haymaker

 
/ˈhāˌmākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is involved in making hay, especially one who tosses and spreads it to dry after mowing.




2.
 
an apparatus for shaking and drying hay.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a forceful blow




•
 
he caught him on the side of the head with a stinging haymaker.














II.
 
derivatives





haymaking

 
/ˈhāˌmākiNG /






noun





















Haymarket Square

 
/ˌhāmärkət ˈskwer/






a historic site in Chicago, in Illinois, site of an 1886 bombing during a labor demonstration.









haymow

 
/ˈhāmō/






noun



1.
 
a stack of hay.




2.
 
a part of a barn in which hay is stored.













hayrick

 
/ˈhāˌrik/






noun




another term for haystack
 .













hayride

 
/ˈhāˌrīd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a ride taken for pleasure in a wagon carrying hay.













hayseed

 
/ˈhāsēd/






noun



1.
 
grass seed obtained from hay.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person from the country, especially a simple, unsophisticated one.














haystack

 
/ˈhāˌstak/






noun




a packed pile of hay, typically with a pointed or ridged top.













Hayward

 
/ˈhāwərd/






a city in north central California, south of Oakland, on San Francisco Bay; pop. 142,061 (est. 2008).









Hayward, Susan






(1919–75) US actress; born 
Edythe Marrener

 . Notable movies: 
I'll Cry Tomorrow

 (1955) and 
I Want to Live

 (1958).









haywire

 
/ˈhāˌwī(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 erratic; out of control




•
 
her imagination had 
gone haywire

 .

















– origin

 1920s (originally US): from hay
 1
 + wire
 , from the use of hay-baling wire in makeshift repairs.





Hayworth, Rita

 
/ˈhāˌwərTH/






(1918–87), US actress and dancer; born 
Margarita Carmen Cansino

 . She achieved stardom in movie musicals such as 
Cover Girl

 (1944) before going on to play roles in film noir, notably in 
Gilda

 (1946) and 
The Lady from Shanghai

 (1948).










hazard

 
/ˈhazərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a danger or risk




•
 
the hazards of smoking.










2.
 
a potential source of danger




•
 
a health hazard.










3.
 
a permanent feature of a golf course that presents an obstruction to playing a shot, such as a bunker or stream.




4.
 


‹literary›

 chance; probability.




5.
 
a gambling game using two dice, in which the chances are complicated by arbitrary rules.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
venture to say (something)




•
 
he hazarded a guess.










2.
 
put (something) at risk of being lost




•
 
the cargo business is too risky to hazard money on.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
hasard

 , from Spanish 
azar

 , from Arabic 
az-zahr

 ‘chance, luck,’ from Persian 
zār

 or Turkish 
zar

 ‘dice.’





hazard light






noun




each of a pair of flashing lights on a vehicle, warning that it is stationary or unexpectedly slowing down or reversing.













hazardous

 
/ˈhazərdəs/





I.
 
adjective




risky; dangerous




•
 
we work in hazardous conditions




•
 
it is 
hazardous to

 personal safety.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hazardously

 
/ˈhazərdəslē /






adverb













2.
 
hazardousness

 
/ˈhazərdəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
hasardeux

 , from 
hasard

 ‘chance’ (see hazard
 ).





haze1


 
/hāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight obscuration of the lower atmosphere, typically caused by fine suspended particles.




2.
 
a tenuous cloud of something such as vapor or smoke in the air




•
 
a faint haze of steam.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state of mental obscurity or confusion




•
 
through an alcoholic haze.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally denoting fog or hoarfrost): probably a back-formation from hazy
 .





haze2


 
/hāz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 force (a new or potential recruit to the military, a college fraternity, etc.) to perform strenuous, humiliating, or dangerous tasks




•
 
rookies were mercilessly hazed.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 drive (cattle) in a specified direction while on horseback.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally Scots and dialect in the sense ‘frighten, scold, or beat’): perhaps related to obsolete French 
haser

 ‘tease or insult.’





hazel

 
/ˈhāzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a temperate shrub or small tree with broad leaves, bearing prominent male catkins in spring and round hard-shelled edible nuts in autumn.

[Genus 
Corylus

 , family 
Betulaceae

 : several species, in particular the common 
Eurasian hazel

 (
C. avellana

 ), formerly widely managed as coppice.]




2.
 
a reddish-brown or greenish-brown color, especially of someone's eyes.











– origin

 Old English 
hæsel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hazelaar

 ‘hazel tree,’ 
hazelnoot

 ‘hazelnut,’ and German 
Hasel

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
corylus

 .





hazel grouse






noun




a small Eurasian woodland grouse with mainly grayish plumage.

[
Bonasa bonasia

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ).]













hazelnut

 
/ˈhāzəlˌnət/






noun




a round brown hard-shelled nut that is the edible fruit of the hazel.













hazing

 
/ˈhāziNG/






noun



1.
 
the imposition of strenuous, often humiliating, tasks as part of a program of rigorous physical training and initiation




•
 
army cadets were hospitalized for injuries caused by hazing.










2.
 
humiliating and sometimes dangerous initiation rituals, especially as imposed on college students seeking membership to a fraternity or sorority.




•
 
seven officers of the fraternity were charged with hazing.



















Hazlitt, William

 
/ˈhazlət/






(1778–1830), English essayist and critic. Notable works: 
Table Talk

 (1821) and 
The Spirit of the Age

 (1825).










hazy

 
/ˈhāzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered by a haze




•
 
the sky was hazy from irrigation evaporation.










2.
 
vague, indistinct, or ill-defined




•
 
hazy memories




•
 
the picture we have of him as a man is extremely hazy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hazily

 
/ˈhāzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
haziness

 
/ˈhāzēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in nautical use in the sense ‘foggy’): of unknown origin.






hazzan

 
/KHäˈzän, ˈKHäzən/





I.
 
noun




another term for cantor
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hebrew 
ḥazzān

 ‘cantor,’ possibly from Assyrian 
hazannu

 ‘mayor, village headman.’





Hb






symbol




hemoglobin.













HB






abbreviation



1.
 
half board.




2.
 
(also 
hb

 )
 — hardback.




3.
 
hard black (used in describing a medium grade of pencil lead).




4.
 
the political wing of the Basque separatist organization ETA.

[abbreviation of Basque 
Herri Batasuna

 ‘United People.’]













HBCU





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a college or university that was originally founded to educate students of African-American descent




•
 
another HBCU recently hosted a series of lectures looking at the African Diaspora and its impact on the Americas




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the impact and influence of HBCU graduates are immeasurable.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
historically black college or university

 .





HBM






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Her or His Britannic Majesty (or Majesty's).













H-bomb

 
/ˈāCHˌbäm/





I.
 
noun




another term for hydrogen bomb
 .











– origin

 1950s: from H
 2
 (denoting hydrogen) + bomb
 .





HBP






abbreviation






[Baseball]

 (in box scores, of a batter) hit by a pitch.













HC






abbreviation



1.
 
Holy Communion.




2.
 
(in the UK) House of Commons.




3.
 
hydrocarbon




•
 
increasing fuel efficiency decreases the levels of HC.



















h.c.






abbreviation




honoris causa.













HCF






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 highest common factor.













HCFC






abbreviation




hydrochlorofluorocarbon.













HCG






abbreviation




human chorionic gonadotropin.













HD






abbreviation




(of television) high-definition.













hd.






abbreviation



1.
 
hand.




2.
 
head.













hdbk.






abbreviation




handbook.













HDD






abbreviation






[Computing]

 hard disk drive.













hdkf.






abbreviation




handkerchief.













HDL






abbreviation




high-density lipoprotein.













HDMI





I.
 
noun




a standard for connecting high-definition video devices


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
most TVs are equipped with at least one HDMI port.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
high-definition multimedia interface

 .





hdqrs.






abbreviation




headquarters.













HDTV






abbreviation




high-definition television, using more lines per frame to give a sharper image than a conventional television.













hdwe.






abbreviation




hardware.














he

 
/hē/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
used to refer to a man, boy, or male animal previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
everyone liked my father—he was the perfect gentleman.










2.
 
used to refer to a person or animal of unspecified sex (in modern use, now chiefly replaced by “he or she” or “they”)




•
 
every child needs to know that he is loved.










3.
 
any person (in modern use, now chiefly replaced by “anyone” or “the person”)




•
 
he who is silent consents.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a male; a man




•
 
is that a he or a she?










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — male




•
 
a he-goat.

















– origin

 Old English 
he

 , 
hē

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hij

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 For a discussion of I am older than 
he

 versus I am older than 
him

 , see usage at personal pronoun
 and than
 . 
2

 Until recently, 
he

 was used to refer to a person of unspecified sex, as in every child needs to know that 
he

 is loved, but this is now generally regarded as old-fashioned or sexist. Since the 18th century, 
they

 has been an alternative to 
he

 in this sense, where it occurs after an indefinite pronoun such as 
everyone

 or 
someone

 (everyone needs to feel that 
they

 matter). It is becoming more and more accepted both in speech and in writing, and is used as the norm in this dictionary. Another alternative is 
he or she

 , though this can become tiresomely long-winded when used frequently. See also usage at she
 , they
 , and everybody
 .





He






symbol




the chemical element helium.













HE






abbreviation



1.
 
high explosive.




2.
 
His Eminence.




3.
 
His or Her Excellency.














head

 
/hed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper part of the human body, or the front or upper part of the body of an animal, typically separated from the rest of the body by a neck, and containing the brain, mouth, and sense organs.




2.
 
the head regarded as the location of intellect, imagination, and memory




•
 
whatever comes into my head.










3.
 
(
head for

 )
 — an aptitude for or tolerance of




•
 
she had a good head for business.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a headache, especially one resulting from intoxication.




5.
 
the height or length of a head as a measure




•
 
a dazzling woman half a head taller than he was.










6.
 
(
heads

 )
 — the obverse side of a coin (used when tossing a coin)




•
 
heads or tails?










7.
 
the antlers of a deer.




8.
 
a thing having the appearance of a head either in form or in relation to a whole, in particular




9.
 
the cutting, striking, or operational end of a tool, weapon, or mechanism.




10.
 
the flattened or knobbed end of a nail, pin, screw, or match.




11.
 
the ornamented top of a pillar or column.




12.
 
a compact mass of leaves or flowers at the top of a stem, especially a capitulum




•
 
huge heads of fluffy cream flowers.










13.
 
the edible leafy part at the top of the stem of such green vegetables as cabbage and lettuce.




14.
 
the front, forward, or upper part or end of something, in particular




15.
 
the upper end of a table or bed




•
 
he sat down at the head of the cot.










16.
 
the flat end of a cask or drum.




17.
 
the front of a line or procession.




18.
 
the top of a page.




19.
 
short for headline
 .




20.
 
the top of a flight of stairs or steps.




21.
 
the source of a river or stream.




22.
 
the end of a lake or inlet at which a river enters.




23.
 
[usu. in 
place names

 ]
 — a promontory




•
 
Beachy Head.










24.
 
the top of a ship's mast.




25.
 
the bows of a ship.




26.
 
the foam on top of a glass of beer, or the cream on the top of milk.




27.
 
short for cylinder head
 .




28.
 
a person in charge of something; a director or leader




•
 
the head of the Dutch Catholic Church.










29.
 


(Brit.)

 short for headmaster
 or headmistress
 .




30.
 


[Grammar]

 the word that governs all the other words in a phrase in which it is used, having the same grammatical function as the whole phrase.




31.
 
a person considered as a numerical unit




•
 
they paid fifty dollars a head.










32.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — a number of cattle or game as specified




•
 
seventy head of dairy cattle.










33.
 
a component in an audio, video, or information system by which information is transferred from an electrical signal to the recording medium, or vice versa.




34.
 
short for printhead
 .




35.
 
a body of water kept at a particular height in order to provide a supply at sufficient pressure




•
 
an 8 m head of water in the shafts.










36.
 
the pressure exerted by a body of water kept at a particular height or by a confined body of steam




•
 
a good head of steam on the gauge.










37.
 


[Nautical]

 a toilet or bathroom on a boat or ship.




38.
 


[Geology]

 a superficial deposit of rock fragments, formed at the edge of an ice sheet by repeated freezing and thawing and then moved downhill.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
chief; principal




•
 
the head waiter.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be in the leading position on




•
 
the Palm Sunday procession was headed by the crucifer.










2.
 
be in charge of




•
 
an organizational unit headed by a line manager




•
 
she 
headed up

 the Centennial program.










3.
 
give a title or caption to




•
 
an article headed “The Protection of Human Life.”










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (also 
be headed

 )
 — move in a specified direction




•
 
he was 
heading for

 the exit




•
 
we were headed in the wrong direction.










5.
 
(
head for

 )
 — appear to be moving inevitably toward (something, especially something undesirable)




•
 
the economy is heading for recession.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct or steer in a specified direction




•
 
she headed the car toward them.










7.
 


[Soccer]

 shoot or pass (the ball) with the head




•
 
a corner kick that he headed into the net.










8.
 
lop off the upper part or branches of (a plant or tree).




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a lettuce or cabbage) form a head.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be banging (or knocking) one's head against a brick wall






be doggedly attempting the impossible and suffering in the process.









2.
 
bang (or knock) people's heads together






reprimand people severely, especially in an attempt to stop their arguing.









3.
 
be hanging over someone's head






(of something unpleasant) threaten to affect someone at any moment.









4.
 
be heading for a fall






see fall
 .









5.
 
be in over one's head








‹informal›

 be involved in something that is beyond one's capacity to deal with




•
 
when I became a graduate student I knew at once I was in over my head.















6.
 
be on someone's (own) head






be someone's sole responsibility.









7.
 
bite (or snap) someone's head off






reply sharply and brusquely to someone.









8.
 
(down) by the head








[Nautical]

 (of a boat or ship) deeper in the water forward than astern




•
 
the Boy Andrew went down by the head.















9.
 
come to a head





a.
 
reach a crisis




•
 
the violence came to a head with the deaths of six youths.










b.
 
suppurate; fester




•
 
abscesses should be allowed to come to a head.















10.
 
enter someone's head






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — occur to someone




•
 
such an idea never entered my head.















11.
 
from head to toe (or foot)






all over one's body




•
 
I was shaking from head to toe.















12.
 
get one's head around (or round)






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 understand or come to terms with something




•
 
I just can't get my head around this idea.















13.
 
give someone his (or her) head






allow someone complete freedom of action.









14.
 
give someone head








‹vulgar slang›

 perform oral sex on someone.









15.
 
go to someone's head





a.
 
(of alcohol) make someone dizzy or slightly drunk.




b.
 
(of success) make someone conceited.









16.
 
get something into one's (or someone's) head






come or cause (someone) to realize or understand




•
 
when will you get it into your head that it's the project that counts, not me?















17.
 
head of hair






the hair on a person's head, regarded in terms of its appearance or quantity




•
 
he had a fine head of hair.















18.
 
—— one's head off






talk, laugh, etc., unrestrainedly




•
 
he was drunk as a skunk and singing his head off.















19.
 
head over heels





a.
 
turning over completely in forward motion, as in a somersault.




b.
 
(also 
head over heels in love

 )
 — madly in love




•
 
I immediately 
fell head over heels for

 Don.















20.
 
a head start






an advantage granted or gained at the beginning of something




•
 
our fine traditions give us a 
head start on

 the competition.















21.
 
heads will roll






people will be dismissed or forced to resign.









22.
 
head to head






in open, direct conflict or competition




•
 
the governor and the senator went head to head in a spontaneous debate.















23.
 
hold up one's head (or hold one's head high)






be confident or unashamed




•
 
under the circumstances I would find it impossible to hold my head up in the town.















24.
 
in one's head






by mental process without use of physical aids




•
 
the piece he'd already written in his head.















25.
 
keep one's head






remain calm.









26.
 
keep one's head above water






avoid succumbing to difficulties, typically debt.









27.
 
keep one's head down






remain inconspicuous in difficult or dangerous times.









28.
 
lose one's head






lose self-control; panic.









29.
 
make head or tail (or heads or tails) of






understand at all




•
 
we couldn't make head or tail of his answer.















30.
 
off (or out of) one's head





a.
 


‹informal›

 crazy




•
 
my old man's 
going off his head

 , you know.










b.
 
extremely drunk or severely under the influence of drugs.









31.
 
off the top of one's head






without careful thought or investigation.









32.
 
over someone's head





a.
 
(also 
above someone's head

 )
 — beyond someone's ability to understand




•
 
the discussion was over my head, I'm afraid.










b.
 
without someone's knowledge or involvement, especially when they have a right to it




•
 
the deal was struck over the heads of the regions concerned.










c.
 
with disregard for someone else's (stronger) claim




•
 
his promotion over the heads of more senior colleagues.















33.
 
put their (or our or your) heads together






consult and work together




•
 
they forced the major banks to put their heads together to sort it out.















34.
 
put something into someone's head






suggest something to someone




•
 
who's being putting ideas into your head?















35.
 
take it into one's head to do something






impetuously decide to do something.









36.
 
turn someone's head






make someone conceited.









37.
 
turn heads






attract a great deal of attention or interest




•
 
she recently turned heads with a nude scene.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
head someone/something off





a.
 
intercept and turn aside




•
 
he ran up the road to head off approaching cars.










b.
 
forestall




•
 
they headed off a fight by ordering further study of both plans.















2.
 
head up








[Sailing]

 steer toward the wind.















– origin

 Old English 
hēafod

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoofd

 and German 
Haupt

 .






-head1






I.
 
suffix




equivalent to -hood
 .











– origin

 Middle English 
-hed

 , 
-hede

 .






-head2







combining form



1.
 
denoting the front, forward, or upper part or end of a specified thing




•
 
spearhead




•
 
masthead.










2.
 
in nouns used informally to express disparagement of a person




•
 
airhead




•
 
dumbhead.










3.
 
in nouns used informally to denote an addict or habitual user of a specified drug




•
 
crackhead.










4.
 
in nouns used informally to denote an enthusiast of a particular thing




•
 
a small community of bloggers and webheads.



















Head, Edith

 
/hed/






(1907–81), US costume designer; born 
Edith Claire Posener

 . She designed wardrobe for more than 400 movies and won eight Academy Awards. Notable movies: 
All About Eve

 (1950), 
Sabrina

 (1954), and 
The Sting

 (1973).









headache

 
/ˈhedˌāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous pain in the head.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing or person that causes worry or trouble; a problem




•
 
an administrative headache.














II.
 
derivatives





headachy

 
/ˈhedˌākē /






adjective





















headband

 
/ˈhedˌband/






noun



1.
 
a band of fabric worn around the head as a decoration or to keep the hair or perspiration off the face.




2.
 
an ornamental strip of colored silk fastened to the top of the spine of a book.













headbanger

 
/ˈhedˌbaNGər/






noun






‹informal›

 a fan or performer of heavy metal music.













headboard

 
/ˈhedbôrd/






noun




an upright panel forming or placed behind the head of a bed.













head-butt

 
/ˈhedˌbət/





I.
 
noun




an aggressive and forceful thrust with the top of the head, especially into the face or body of another person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack (someone) with a head-butt.













headcam

 
/ˈhedˌkam/





I.
 
noun




a small video camera attached to a hat or helmet or strapped to the head, used especially to provide video footage from the wearer's perspective




•
 
he hurtled down the cliff face at speeds of 40mph, all the while filming his descent on his headcam.

















– origin

 1990s: from head
 + cam
 .





head case






noun






‹informal›

 a mentally ill or unstable person.













headcheese

 
/ˈhedˌCHēz/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 meat from a pig's or calf's head that is cooked and pressed into a loaf with aspic.













head cold






noun




a common cold characterized by congested nasal passages, sneezing, and headache.













head count

 
/ˈhed kount/






noun



1.
 
an instance of counting the number of people present




•
 
a U.S. Marine turns up missing at a head count.










2.
 
a total number of people, especially the number of people employed in a particular organization




•
 
you may decide that by reducing your head count you can reach this quarter's goals.



















headdress

 
/ˈhe(d)dres/






noun




an ornamental covering or band for the head, especially one worn on ceremonial occasions.













headed

 
/ˈhedəd/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a head of a specified kind




•
 
bald-headed men




•
 
a seven-headed dragon.










2.
 
having an intellect or personality of a specified kind




•
 
woolly-headed thinking




•
 
she was always cool-headed.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a tip, end, or top part of a specified kind




•
 
single-headed arrows




•
 
short flat-headed nails.










4.
 
(of certain green vegetables) having the edible leafy part at the top of the stem




•
 
headed cabbages.










5.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a particular person in charge; having a director or leader




•
 
female-headed households.










6.
 
(of paper) having a printed heading, typically the name and address of a person or organization




•
 
headed notepaper.



















headend

 
/ˈhedˌend/






noun




a control center in a cable television system where various signals are brought together and monitored before being introduced into the cable network.














header

 
/ˈhedər/






noun



1.
 


[Soccer]

 a shot or pass made with the head.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a headlong fall or dive.




3.
 
a brick or stone laid at right angles to the face of a wall.

Compare with stretcher
 (
sense

 4).




4.
 
a line or block of text appearing at the top of each page of a book or document.

Compare with footer
 (
sense

 2).




5.
 
the part of an email before the message, containing information such as the subject and sender




•
 
every email message needs a header indicating the sender's identity and address.







Compare with body
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).




6.
 
(also 
header tank

 )
 — a raised tank of water maintaining pressure in a plumbing system.













head first

 
/ˈˌhed ˈfəst/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
with the head in front of the rest of the body


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
she dived head first into the water




•
 [as 
attrib. adj.

 ]
 
a head-first slide.










2.
 
without sufficient forethought.













headful

 
/ˈhedfo͝ol/






noun



1.
 
a quantity sufficient to cover the head




•
 
a headful of tight curls.










2.
 
a great amount (of knowledge or information)




•
 
a headful of things to worry about.



















head gasket






noun




the gasket that fits between the cylinder head and the cylinders or cylinder block in an internal combustion engine.













headgear

 
/ˈhedˌɡir/






noun



1.
 
hats, helmets, and other items worn on the head




•
 
protective headgear.










2.
 
the parts of a harness around a horse's head.













headhunter

 
/ˈhedˌhən(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who identifies and approaches suitable candidates employed elsewhere to fill business positions




•
 
a headhunter offering you a wonderful new position at a higher salary.










2.
 
a member of a society that collects the heads of dead enemies as trophies.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
headhunt

 
/ˈhedˌhənt /






verb













2.
 
headhunting

 
/ˈhedhən(t)iNG /






noun





















heading

 
/ˈhediNG/






noun



1.
 
a title at the head of a page or section of a book




•
 
chapter headings.










2.
 
a division or section of a subject; a class or category




•
 
this topic falls under four main headings.










3.
 
a direction or bearing




•
 
he crawled on a heading of 90 degrees until he came to the track.










4.
 
a horizontal passage made in preparation for building a tunnel.




5.
 


[Mining]

 another term for drift
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).




6.
 
a strip of cloth at the top of a curtain above the hooks or wire that suspend the curtain.













headland

 
/ˈhedlənd ˈhedˌland/






noun



1.
 
a narrow piece of land that projects from a coastline into the sea.




2.
 
a strip of land left unplowed at the end of a field.













headless

 
/ˈhedləs/






adjective



1.
 
(of a body) having no head




•
 
a headless corpse.










2.
 
(of an object) lacking a tip, end, or top part.




3.
 
(of a nail, pin, etc.) lacking a flattened or knobbed end




•
 
headless nails.










4.
 
(of a flower or vegetable) lacking a compact mass of leaves or flowers at the top of the stem




•
 
strange, headless flowers




•
 
headless cabbages.










5.
 
(of an organization) lacking a person in charge; having no director or leader




•
 
the department is headless




•
 
the bank is currently headless.










6.
 
having no sense; stupid




•
 
headless idiots who can't string more than two passes together.



















headlight

 
/ˈhedˌlīt /

 
headlamp





I.
 
noun




a powerful light at the front of a motor vehicle or railroad engine.








II.
 
phrases





like a deer (or rabbit) in the headlights






used to refer to a state of fear, panic, or confusion so extreme that it is impossible to act or think normally




•
 
faced with too many choices and not enough real information, we are like deer caught in the headlights




•
 
his deer-in-the-headlights expression.
























headline

 
/ˈhedˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heading at the top of an article or page in a newspaper or magazine




•
 
a front-page headline.










2.
 
(
the headlines

 )
 — the most important items of news in a newspaper or in a broadcast news bulletin




•
 
issues that are never long out of the headlines.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a particularly notable or important piece of news




•
 
air accidents make headline news whereas car accidents are seldom publicized.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to the star performer or group at a concert, typically appearing as the last act on the bill




•
 
they were one of the headline acts at the festival in Hyde Park.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Economics]

 denoting or relating to a figure for unemployment based on the unadjusted total number of people out of work, as a percentage of the population




•
 
the headline unemployment rate has surprised the markets by dropping slightly.










6.
 
denoting or relating to a rate of inflation based on the consumer price index and reflecting all changes to the cost of living that an economy may undergo




•
 
the country's headline inflation had slowed down to 6.87 percent.







Compare with core
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — provide with a headline




•
 
a feature that was headlined “Invest in Your Future.”










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — appear as the star performer at (a concert)




•
 
an acoustic jam headlined by rappers LL Cool J and De La Soul.



















headline-grabbing






adjective




attracting prominent notice in the news




•
 
a headline-grabbing tale of price-fixing




•
 
headline-grabbing celebrity architects.



















headliner

 
/ˈhedˌlīnər/






noun




a performer or act that is the star attraction on a program and typically performs last.













headlock

 
/ˈhedˌläk/






noun



1.
 
a method of restraining someone by holding an arm firmly around their head, especially as a hold in wrestling.




2.
 
a cattle stanchion.













headlong

 
/ˈhedˌlôNG/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — with the head foremost




•
 
he fell headlong into the tent.










2.
 
in a rush; with reckless haste


[as 
attrib. adj.

 ]


•
 
a headlong dash through the house




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
those who rush headlong to join in the latest craze.

















– origin

 Middle English 
headling

 (from head
 + the adverbial suffix 
-ling

 ), altered in late Middle English by association with -long
 .






head louse

 
/hed lous/






noun




a louse that infests the scalp and hair of the human head and is especially common among schoolchildren.

[
Pediculus humanus capitis

 , family 
Pediculidae

 , order 
Anoplura

 . See also body louse
 .]













headman

 
/ˈhedmən/






noun




the chief or leader of a community or tribe.














headmaster

 
/ˌhedˈmastər/





I.
 
noun




(especially in private schools) the man in charge of a school; the principal.








II.
 
derivatives





headmasterly






adjective






















headmistress

 
/ˌhedˈmistrəs/






noun




(especially in private schools) the woman in charge of a school; the principal.













headnote

 
/ˈhedˌnōt/






noun



1.
 
a note inserted at the head of an article, reported law case, or other document, summarizing or commenting on the content.




2.
 


[Law]

 a summary of a decided case prefixed to the case report, setting out the principles behind the decision and an outline of the facts.













head nurse






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the senior nurse in a hospital or hospital department




•
 
she was the head nurse in obstetrics.



















head of state






noun




the chief public representative of a country, such as a president or monarch, who may also be the head of government.













head-on

 
/ˈhed ˈˌän/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
with or involving the front of a vehicle


[as 
attrib. adj.

 ]


•
 
a head-on collision




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they hit a bus head-on.










2.
 
with or involving direct confrontation


[as 
attrib. adj.

 ]


•
 
trying to avoid a head-on clash.



















headphones

 
/ˈhedˌfōnz/






plural noun




a pair of earphones typically joined by a band placed over the head, for listening to audio signals such as music or speech.













headpiece

 
/ˈhedˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a device worn on the head as an ornament or to serve a function




•
 
her headpiece was a wreath of silk flowers




•
 
headpieces for carrying water.










2.
 
an illustration or ornamental motif printed at the head of a chapter in a book.




3.
 
the part of a halter or bridle that fits over the top of a horse's head behind the ears.













headquarter

 
/ˈhedˌkwôrdər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be headquartered

 )


1.
 
provide (an organization) with headquarters at a specified location




•
 
UNESCO is headquartered in Paris.



















headquarters

 
/ˈhedˌkwôrdərz/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the premises occupied by a military commander and the commander's staff.




2.
 
the place or building serving as the managerial and administrative center of an organization.













headrail

 
/ˈhedrāl/






noun




a horizontal rail at the top of something.













headrest

 
/ˈhedˌrest/






noun




a padded part extending from or fixed to the back of a seat or chair, designed to support the head.













headroom

 
/ˈhedˌro͞om ˈhedˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
the space above a driver's or passenger's head in a vehicle.




2.
 
the space or clearance between the top of a vehicle and the underside of a bridge or other structure above it.













headsail

 
/ˈhedˌsāl/






noun




a sail on a ship's foremast or bowsprit.













headscarf

 
/ˈhedˌskärf/






noun




a square of fabric worn as a covering for the head, often folded into a triangle and knotted under the chin.













headset

 
/ˈhedˌset/






noun



1.
 
a set of headphones, typically with a microphone attached, used especially in telephone and radio communication.




2.
 
the bearing assembly that links the front fork of a bicycle to its frame.













headship

 
/ˈhedˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the position of leader or chief.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the position of head teacher in a school.













head shop






noun




a store that sells drug-related paraphernalia.













headshot

 
/ˈhedˌSHät/






noun



1.
 
a photograph of a person's head.




2.
 
a frame, or a sequence of frames, of videotape or motion-picture film that captures a close-up of a person's head.




3.
 
a bullet or gunshot aimed at the head.













headshrinker

 
/ˈhedˌSHriNGkər/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a headhunter who preserved and shrank the heads of his dead enemies.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a clinical psychiatrist, psychologist, or psychotherapist.

Compare with shrink
 .













headsman

 
/ˈhedzmən/






noun






‹historical›

 a man who was responsible for beheading condemned prisoners.













headspace

 
/ˈhedspās/






noun



1.
 
the unfilled space left above the contents in a sealed container.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's state of mind or mindset




•
 
if you're not in the right headspace for this stuff it's going to bore you, no matter how well it's done.










3.
 
time to think clearly or to be free from mental pressures




•
 
I really need some headspace just now.



















headspring

 
/ˈhedˌspriNG/






noun



1.
 
a spring that is the main source of a stream.




2.
 
a somersault similar to a handspring, except that the performer lands on the head as well as the hands.













headstall

 
/ˈhedˌstôl/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the part of a bridle or halter that fits around a horse's head.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for headpiece
 (
sense

 3).













headstand

 
/ˈhedˌstand/






noun




the act of balancing on one's head and hands with the feet in the air.













headstander

 
/ˈhedˌstandər/






noun




a small deep-bodied freshwater fish of the Amazon region, popular in aquariums. It swims and feeds at an oblique angle with the head down.

[Genus 
Abramites

 , family 
Anostomidae

 : two species.]













headstay

 
/ˈhedstā/






noun




a forestay, especially in a small vessel.













headstock

 
/ˈhedˌstäk/






noun



1.
 
a set of bearings in a machine, supporting a revolving part.




2.
 
the widened piece at the end of the neck of a guitar, to which the tuning pegs are fixed.




3.
 
the horizontal end member of the underframe of a railroad vehicle.













headstone

 
/ˈhedˌstōn/






noun




a slab of stone set up at the head of a grave, typically inscribed with the name of the dead person.













headstream

 
/ˈhedstrēm/






noun




a headwater stream.













headstrong

 
/ˈhedˌstrôNG/






adjective




self-willed and obstinate




•
 
I am headstrong and like getting my own way.



















heads-up

 
/ˈhedˌzəp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




an advance warning of something




•
 
the heads-up came just in time to stop the tanks from launching the final assault.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
showing alertness or perceptiveness




•
 
they played a very heads-up game.



















head tax






noun




a uniform tax imposed on each person




•
 
a 50 cent head tax imposed on departing ferry passengers.



















head-to-head

 
/ˈˌhed tə ˈhed/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




involving two parties confronting each other


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a head-to-head battle with discounters.














II.
 
noun




a conversation, confrontation, or contest between two parties.













head-trip






noun



1.
 
an intellectually stimulating experience.




2.
 
an act performed primarily for self-gratification.













head-turning

 
/ˈhedˌtərniNG/






adjective




extremely noticeable or attractive




•
 
her skimpy, head-turning costumes.



















head-up display

 
/hed əp dəˈsplā /

 
heads-up display






noun




a display of instrument readings in an aircraft or vehicle that can be seen without lowering the eyes, typically through being projected onto the windshield or visor.













head voice

 
/ˈhed ˌvois/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
one of the high registers of the voice in speaking or singing, above chest voice.













headward

 
/ˈhedwərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in the region or direction of the head.




2.
 


[Geology]

 denoting erosion by a stream or river occurring progressively upstream from the original source.








II.
 
adverb




toward the head.













headwater

 
/ˈhedˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






noun

 — (usu. 
headwaters

 )


1.
 
a tributary stream of a river close to or forming part of its source




•
 
these paths follow rivers right up into their headwaters.



















headway

 
/ˈhedˌwā/






noun



1.
 
(usu. in phrase 
make headway

 )
 — move forward or make progress, especially when circumstances make this slow or difficult




•
 
the ship was making very little headway against heavy seas




•
 
they appear to be 
making headway in

 bringing the rebels under control.










2.
 
the average interval of time between vehicles moving in the same direction on the same route.













headwear

 
/ˈhedwer/






noun




coverings for the head, such as hats, caps, and scarves.













headwind

 
/ˈhedˌwind/






noun




a wind blowing from directly in front, opposing forward motion.













headword

 
/ˈhedˌwərd/






noun




a word that begins a separate entry in a reference work such as a dictionary.













headwork

 
/ˈhedˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
activities taxing the mind; mental work.




2.
 
(
headworks

 )
 — apparatus for controlling the flow of water in a river or canal.













heady

 
/ˈhedē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of liquor) potent; intoxicating




•
 
several bottles of heady local wine.










2.
 
having a strong or exhilarating effect




•
 
the heady days of the birth of the women's movement




•
 
a heady, exotic perfume.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
headily

 
/ˈhedl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
headiness

 
/ˈhedēnəs /






noun





















heal

 
/hēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or treatment) cause (a wound, injury, or person) to become sound or healthy again




•
 
his concern is to heal sick people.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become sound or healthy again




•
 
he would have to wait until his knee had healed.










3.
 
alleviate (a person's distress or anguish)




•
 
time can heal the pain of grief.










4.
 
correct or put right (an undesirable situation)




•
 
the rift between them was never really healed.














II.
 
derivatives





healable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hǣlan

 (in the sense ‘restore to sound health’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heelen

 and German 
heilen

 , also to whole
 .





heal-all

 
/ˈhēlˌôl/






noun



1.
 
a universal remedy; a panacea.




2.
 


‹informal›

 any of a number of medicinal plants, especially self-heal.













healer

 
/ˈhēlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who claims to be able to cure a disease or injury using special powers




•
 
a spiritual healer and medium




•
 
his parents consulted a traditional healer for help.










2.
 
a person or thing that mends or repairs something




•
 
aloe vera is a superb healer of the alimentary canal




•
 


‹figurative›

 a healer of some of the rifts in the church.










3.
 
something that alleviates a person's distress or anguish




•
 
time is the best healer




•
 
a dog is a great healer in every way.



















healing

 
/ˈhēliNG/





I.
 
noun




the process of making or becoming sound or healthy again




•
 
the gift of healing.














II.
 
adjective




tending to heal; therapeutic




•
 
a healing experience




•
 
the healing process.



















health

 
/helTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being free from illness or injury




•
 
he was restored to health




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a health risk.










2.
 
a person's mental or physical condition




•
 
bad health forced him to retire




•
 


‹figurative›

 a standard for measuring the financial health of a company.










3.
 
used to express friendly feelings toward one's companions before drinking.











– origin

 Old English 
hǣlth

 , of Germanic origin; related to whole
 .





healthcare

 
/ˈhelTHker /

 
health care






noun




the maintenance and improvement of physical and mental health, especially through the provision of medical services


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
healthcare workers.



















health center

 
/helTH ˈsen(t)ər/






noun




a building or establishment housing local medical services or the practice of a group of doctors.













health-conscious






adjective




concerned about how healthy one's diet and lifestyle are




•
 
consumers have become more health-conscious.



















health farm

 
/ˈhelTH ˌfärm/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a residential establishment where people seek improved health by a regimen of dieting, exercise, and treatment.













health food

 
/ˈhelTH ˌfo͞od/






noun




natural food that is thought to have health-giving qualities.













healthful

 
/ˈhelTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or conducive to good health




•
 
healthful methods of cooking vegetables.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
healthfully






adverb













2.
 
healthfulness






noun





















health-giving






adjective




(especially of food) promoting good health and physical well-being




•
 
the health-giving properties of garlic are well attested




•
 
tea contains a range of health-giving nutrients.



















healthily

 
/ˈhelTHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that promotes or indicates good health




•
 
a national campaign encouraging people to eat healthily




•
 
your body absorbs and uses the fat you need to function healthily.










2.
 
in a normal, natural, and desirable manner




•
 
a healthily skeptical view of today's journalism




•
 
an earnest and healthily ambitious young newshound.










3.
 
to a very satisfactory degree




•
 
the company's profit has increased healthily




•
 
the economy grew healthily.



















health maintenance organization

 
/helTHˈmāntənənsôːɡənīzāSHn /

 
HMO






noun




a health insurance organization to which subscribers pay a predetermined fee in return for a range of medical services from physicians and healthcare workers registered with the organization.













health-obsessed






adjective




excessively anxious about one's health




•
 
a health-obsessed perfectionist.



















health physics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of radiology that deals with the health of people working with radioactive materials.














health savings account






noun




a savings account used in conjunction with a high-deductible health insurance policy that allows users to save money tax-free against medical expenses .













health scare






noun




a situation characterized by alarm or anxiety about the possibility of developing or being diagnosed with a particular illness or condition




•
 
he caused an international health scare by traveling with a dangerous form of tuberculosis




•
 
she's back in good spirits again after a recent health scare.



















health service

 
/helTH ˈsərvəs/






noun




a public service providing medical care.














health tourism





I.
 
noun




the practice of traveling to a tourist destination with the main purpose of receiving some therapeutic treatment.








II.
 
derivatives





health tourist






noun





















healthy

 
/ˈhelTHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in good health




•
 
I feel fit and healthy




•
 


‹figurative›

 the family is the basis of any healthy society.










2.
 
(of a part of the body) not diseased




•
 
healthy cells.










3.
 
indicative of, conducive to, or promoting good health




•
 
a healthy appetite




•
 
a healthy balanced diet.










4.
 
normal, natural, and desirable




•
 
a healthy contempt for authority




•
 
healthy competition.










5.
 
of a satisfactory size or amount




•
 
making a healthy profit.














II.
 
derivatives





healthiness

 
/ˈhelTHēnəs /






noun





















healthy-looking






adjective




appearing in good physical condition




•
 
smooth, radiant, healthy-looking skin




•
 
healthy-looking green leaves.



















Heaney, Seamus

 
/ˈhēnē/






(1939–2013), Irish poet; born in Northern Ireland; full name 
Seamus Justin Heaney

 . He became an Irish citizen in 1972. Notable works: 
North

 (1975) and 
The Haw Lantern

 (1987). In 1999 he published an acclaimed new translation of 
Beowulf

 . Nobel Prize for Literature (1995).










heap

 
/hēp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an untidy collection of things piled up haphazardly




•
 
she rushed out, leaving her clothes in a heap on the floor.










2.
 
a mound or pile of a particular substance




•
 


a heap of

 gravel.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an untidy or dilapidated place or vehicle




•
 
they climbed back in the heap and headed home.










4.
 
(
a heap of/heaps of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large amount or number of something




•
 
we have heaps of room.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
heaps

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a great deal




•
 
“How do you like Maggie?” “I like you heaps better!”














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (objects or a loose substance) in a pile or mound




•
 
she heaped logs on the fire




•
 


heaped up

 in one corner was a pile of junk.










2.
 
(
heap something with

 )
 — load something copiously with




•
 
he heaped his plate with rice.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
heaping

 or ( ) 
heaped

 )
 — (of a spoon or other container) with the contents piled above the brim or edge




•
 
a heaping tablespoon of cocoa.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a heap




•
 
clouds heaped higher in the west.










5.
 
(
heap something on/upon

 )
 — direct a great deal of praise, abuse, criticism, etc., at (someone or something)




•
 
she heaped praise on the public for its generosity as charity donations continued to pour in




•
 
these are the people who make a living from heaping abuse and ridicule on those of whom they do not approve.










6.
 
(
heap someone/something with

 )
 — give someone or something (a great deal of praise, abuse, or criticism)




•
 
the film has been heaped with praise by critics and audiences alike.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the top (or bottom) of the heap






(of a person) at the highest (or lowest) point of a society or organization




•
 
she had come up the hard way from the very bottom of the heap.















2.
 
be struck all of a heap








‹informal›

 be extremely disconcerted.









3.
 
heap coals of fire on someone's head






go out of one's way to cause someone remorse.

[with biblical allusion to Rom. 12:20.]









4.
 
in a heap






(of a person) with the body completely limp




•
 
he landed in a heap at the bottom of the stairs.





















– origin

 Old English 
hēap

 (noun), 
hēapian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoop

 and German 
Haufen

 .






hear

 
/hir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perceive with the ear the sound made by (someone or something)




•
 
behind her she could hear men's voices




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she had never been heard to complain




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he did not hear very well.










2.
 
be told or informed of




•
 
have you heard the news?




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they heard that I had moved




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I was shocked to 
hear of

 her death.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
have heard of

 )
 — be aware of; know of the existence of




•
 
nobody had ever heard of my college.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hear from

 )
 — be contacted by (someone), especially by letter or telephone




•
 
if you would like to join the committee, we would love to hear from you.










5.
 
listen or pay attention to


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she just doesn't hear what I'm telling her.










6.
 
(
hear someone out

 )
 — listen to all that someone has to say




•
 
Joseph gravely heard them out but never offered advice.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
will/would not hear of

 )
 — will or would not allow or agree to




•
 
I won't hear of such idiocy.










8.
 


[Law]

 listen to and judge (a case or plaintiff)




•
 
an all-woman jury heard the case.










9.
 
listen to and grant (a prayer)




•
 
our Heavenly Father has heard our prayers.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be hearing things






see thing
 .









2.
 
be unable to hear oneself think








‹informal›

 used to complain about very loud noise or music




•
 
I hate bars where you can't hear yourself think.















3.
 
hear! hear!






used to express one's wholehearted agreement, especially with something said in a speech.









4.
 
hear tell of (or that)






be informed of (or that)




•
 
I heard tell that he went out west.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hearable






adjective













2.
 
hearer

 
/ˈhirər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hīeran

 , 
hēran

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hooren

 and German 
hören

 .





Heard and McDonald Islands

 
/ˌhərd ən məkˈdänəld ˌīləndz/






a group of uninhabited islands in the southern Indian Ocean, administered by Australia since 1947 as an external territory.









hearing

 
/ˈhiriNG/






noun



1.
 
the faculty of perceiving sounds




•
 
people who have very acute hearing.










2.
 
the range within which sounds may be heard; earshot




•
 
she had moved out of hearing.










3.
 
an opportunity to state one's case




•
 
I think I had a fair hearing.










4.
 


[Law]

 an act of listening to evidence in a court of law or before an official, especially a trial before a judge without a jury.













hearing aid

 
/ˈhi(ə)riNG ˌād/






noun




a small device that fits in or on the ear, worn by a partially deaf person to amplify sound.













hearing dog






noun




a dog trained to alert people who are deaf or hard of hearing to such sounds as the ringing of an alarm, doorbell, or telephone.













hearing loop






noun




another term for induction loop
 .














hearken

 
/ˈhärkən /

 
harken





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 listen




•
 
he refused to 
hearken to

 Thomas's words of wisdom.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





hearken back to






another way of saying hark back to
 (see hark
 ).















– origin

 Old English 
heorcnian

 ; probably related to hark
 . The spelling with 
ea

 (dating from the 16th cent.) is due to association with hear
 .





hearsay

 
/ˈhirˌsā/






noun



1.
 
information received from other people that one cannot adequately substantiate; rumor




•
 
according to hearsay, Bob had managed to break his arm.










2.
 


[Law]

 the report of another person's words by a witness, usually disallowed as evidence in a court of law




•
 
everything they had told him would have been ruled out as hearsay




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the admissibility of 
hearsay evidence

 .




















hearse

 
/hərs/





I.
 
noun




a vehicle for conveying the coffin at a funeral.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
herce

 ‘harrow, frame,’ from Latin 
hirpex

 ‘a kind of large rake,’ from Oscan 
hirpus

 ‘wolf’ (with reference to the teeth). The earliest recorded sense in English is ‘latticework canopy placed over the coffin (while in church) of a distinguished person,’ but this probably arose from the late Middle English sense ‘triangular frame (shaped like the ancient harrow) for carrying candles at certain services.’ The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





Hearst, Patty

 
/hərst/






(1954–) US newspaper heiress; full name 
Patricia Campbell Hearst

 ; granddaughter of William Randolph Hearst. Kidnapped by the Symbionese Liberation Army in 1974, she was brainwashed, took the name of Tania, and joined them in their criminal activities. After being found by the FBI in 1975, she was tried and convicted of bank robbery in 1976 and served nearly two years of her sentence. In 2001, she was pardoned by President Clinton.









Hearst, William Randolph






(1863–1951), US newspaper publisher and tycoon. His introduction of features such as large headlines and sensational crime reporting revolutionized US journalism. He was the model for the central character of Orson Welles's movie 
Citizen Kane

 (1941).










heart

 
/härt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow muscular organ that pumps the blood through the circulatory system by rhythmic contraction and dilation. In vertebrates there may be up to four chambers (as in humans), with two atria and two ventricles.




2.
 
the region of the chest above the heart




•
 
holding hand on heart for the Pledge of Allegiance.










3.
 
the heart regarded as the center of a person's thoughts and emotions, especially love or compassion




•
 
hardening his heart, he ignored her entreaties




•
 
he poured out his heart to me




•
 
he has no heart.










4.
 
one's mood or feeling




•
 
they had a change of heart.










5.
 
courage or enthusiasm




•
 
they may 
lose heart

 as the work mounts up




•
 
Mary 
took heart

 from the encouragement handed out




•
 
I put my 
heart and soul

 into it and then got fired.










6.
 
the central or innermost part of something




•
 
right in the heart of the city.










7.
 
the vital part or essence




•
 
the heart of the matter.










8.
 
the close compact center of a head of a cabbage or lettuce.




9.
 
a conventional representation of a heart with two equal curves meeting at a point at the bottom and a cusp at the top.




10.
 
(
hearts

 )
 — one of the four suits in a conventional deck of playing cards, denoted by a red heart.




11.
 
a playing card of the suit of hearts.




12.
 
(
hearts

 )
 — a card game similar to whist, in which players attempt to avoid taking tricks containing a card of the suit of hearts.




13.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — the condition of agricultural land as regards fertility.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 like very much; love




•
 
I totally heart this song.







[from use of the symbol ♥, first popularized by the ‘I ♥ NY’ advertising campaign of the late 1970s.]








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
after one's own heart






of the type that one likes or understands best; sharing one's tastes




•
 
this is a man after my own heart.















2.
 
at heart






in one's real nature, in contrast to how one may appear




•
 
he's a good guy at heart.















3.
 
break someone's heart






overwhelm someone with sadness.









4.
 
by heart






from memory.









5.
 
close (or dear) to (or near) one's heart






of deep interest and concern to one.









6.
 
from the (bottom of one's) heart






with sincere feeling




•
 
their warmth and hospitality is right from the heart.















7.
 
give (or lose) one's heart to






fall in love with.









8.
 
have a heart






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — be merciful; show pity.









9.
 
have a heart of gold






have a generous nature.









10.
 
have the heart to do something






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — be insensitive or hard-hearted enough to do something




•
 
I don't have the heart to tell her.















11.
 
have (or put) one's heart in






be (or become) keenly involved in or committed to (an enterprise).









12.
 
have one's heart in one's mouth






be greatly alarmed or apprehensive.









13.
 
have one's heart in the right place






be sincere or well intentioned.









14.
 
heart of stone






a stern or cruel nature.









15.
 
hearts and flowers






used in allusion to extreme sentimentality.









16.
 
hearts and minds






used in reference to emotional and intellectual support or commitment




•
 
a campaign to win the hearts and minds of America's college students.















17.
 
one's heart's desire






a person or thing that one greatly wishes for.









18.
 
in one's heart of hearts






in one's inmost feelings.









19.
 
take something to heart






take criticism seriously and be affected or upset by it.









20.
 
wear one's heart on one's sleeve






make one's feelings apparent.









21.
 
with all one's heart (or one's whole heart)






sincerely; completely.









22.
 
with one's heart in one's boots






in a state of great depression or trepidation




•
 
I had to follow her with my heart in my boots.





















– origin

 Old English 
heorte

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hart

 and German 
Herz

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
cor

 , 
cord-

 and Greek 
kēr

 , 
kardia

 .





heartache

 
/ˈhärdˌāk/






noun




emotional anguish or grief, typically caused by the loss or absence of someone loved.














heart attack

 
/ˈhärd əˌtak/





I.
 
noun




a sudden and sometimes fatal occurrence of coronary thrombosis, typically resulting in the death of part of a heart muscle.








II.
 
phrases





heart attack on a plate








‹informal›

 an especially unhealthy meal, typically one that is high in saturated fat




•
 
a heart attack on a plate made with four beef patties and 20 slices of bacon.























heartbeat

 
/ˈhärtˌbēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the pulsation of the heart.




2.
 
(usu. 
heartbeats

 )
 — a single pulsation of the heart




•
 
her heartbeats steadied.










3.
 
an animating or vital unifying force




•
 
conflict is the essential heartbeat of fiction.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a heartbeat away from






very close to; on the verge of




•
 
the man who is just a heartbeat away from the presidency.















2.
 
in a heartbeat






instantly; immediately




•
 
I'd do it again in a heartbeat.























heartbreak

 
/ˈhärtˌbrāk/






noun




overwhelming distress




•
 
an unforgettable tale of joy and heartbreak.



















heartbreaker

 
/ˈhärtˌbrākər/






noun



1.
 
a person who is very attractive but who is irresponsible in emotional relationships.




2.
 
a story or event that causes overwhelming distress.













heartbreaking

 
/ˈhärtˌbrākiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing overwhelming distress; very upsetting.








II.
 
derivatives





heartbreakingly

 
/ˈhärtˌbrākiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a heartbreakingly lonely place



























heartbroken

 
/ˈhärtˌbrōkən/






adjective




(of a person) suffering from overwhelming distress; very upset




•
 
he was 
heartbroken at

 the thought of leaving the house.




















heartburn

 
/ˈhärtˌbərn/






noun




a form of indigestion felt as a burning sensation in the chest, caused by acid regurgitation into the esophagus.













heart bypass






noun



1.
 
a surgical operation in which an alternative channel is created to improve blood flow to the heart when a coronary artery is blocked




•
 
he had a triple heart bypass in 2003.










2.
 
an alternative channel created during a heart bypass operation




•
 
the operation required removal of a piece of vein from his leg for a heart bypass.



















hearted

 
/ˈhärdəd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a character or feelings of a specified kind




•
 
a generous-hearted and loving man




•
 
her mother was a weak-hearted slave to him




•
 
lonely-hearted women.



















hearten

 
/ˈhärtn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be heartened

 )


1.
 
make more cheerful or confident


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she was heartened to observe that the effect was faintly comic




•
 (as 
adj.

 
heartening

 )
 
this is the most heartening news of all.














II.
 
derivatives





hearteningly






adverb





















heart failure

 
/härt ˈfālyər/






noun




severe failure of the heart to function properly, especially as a cause of death




•
 
her mother had died of heart failure.



















heartfelt

 
/ˈhärtˌfelt/






adjective




(of a feeling or its expression) sincere; deeply and strongly felt




•
 
our heartfelt thanks.



















hearth

 
/härTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the floor of a fireplace




•
 
the crackling blaze on the hearth.










2.
 
the area in front of a fireplace




•
 
they were sitting around the hearth.










3.
 
used as a symbol of one's home




•
 
he left 
hearth and home

 to train in Denmark.










4.
 
the base or lower part of a furnace, where molten metal collects.











– origin

 Old English 
heorth

 ; related to Dutch 
haard

 and German 
Herd

 .





hearthrug

 
/ˈhärTHˌrəɡ/






noun




a rug laid in front of a fireplace to protect the carpet or floor.













hearthside

 
/ˈhärTHsīd/






noun




the area around a hearth or fireplace; fireside.













hearthstone

 
/ˈhärTHˌstōn/






noun




a flat stone forming a hearth or part of a hearth.













heartily

 
/ˈhärdəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a hearty manner




•
 
she laughed heartily




•
 
they dined heartily.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — very; to a great degree (especially with reference to personal feelings)




•
 
they were heartily sick of the whole subject.



















heartland

 
/ˈhärtˌland/






noun



1.
 
the central or most important part of a country, area, or field of activity.




2.
 
the center of support for a belief or movement




•
 
the heartland of the rebel cause.










3.
 
(
the heartland

 )
 — the central part of the US; the Midwest




•
 
a recession that battered the coasts while sparing the heartland.



















heartless

 
/ˈhärtləs/





I.
 
adjective




displaying a complete lack of feeling or consideration




•
 
heartless thieves stole the stroller of a two-year-old boy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heartlessly

 
/ˈhärtləslē /






adverb













2.
 
heartlessness

 
/ˈhärtləsnəs /






noun





















heart line






noun




(in palmistry) the upper of the two horizontal lines that cross the palm of the hand, linked to a person's physical health and ability to form emotional relationships.













heart-lung machine

 
/ˈhärt ˈləNG məˌSHēn/






noun




a machine that temporarily takes over the functions of the heart and lungs, especially during heart surgery.














heart massage






noun




another term for cardiac massage.













heart of palm






noun




the edible bud of a palm tree.













heart-rending

 
/ˈhärtˌrendiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a story or event) causing great sadness or distress.








II.
 
derivatives





heart-rendingly






adverb





















heart's-blood

 
/ˈhärtsˌbləd/






noun






‹archaic›

 the blood, as being necessary for life.













heart-searching

 
/ˈhärtˌsərCHiNG/






noun




thorough, typically painful examination of one's feelings and motives




•
 
I began to write, but not without much heart-searching.




















heartsease

 
/ˈhärtsēz /

 
heart's-ease





I.
 
noun




a wild European pansy that typically has purple and yellow flowers. It has given rise to the hybrids from which most garden pansies were developed.

[
Viola tricolor

 , family 
Violaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: origin uncertain, the term being applied by herbalists to both the pansy and the wallflower in the 16th cent.





heartsick

 
/ˈhärtˌsik/





I.
 
adjective




despondent, typically from grief or loss of love.








II.
 
derivatives





heartsickness






noun





















heartsore

 
/ˈhärtsôr/






adjective






‹literary›

 grieving; heartsick.













heart-stopping

 
/härt ˈstäpiNG/





I.
 
adjective




thrilling; full of suspense.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heart-stopper






noun













2.
 
heart-stoppingly






adverb





















heartstring

 
/ˈhärtstriNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
heartstrings

 )


1.
 
used in reference to one's deepest feelings of love or compassion




•
 
the kitten's pitiful little squeak 
tugged at her heartstrings






•
 
the romance fails to tweak the heartstrings even a little.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in sense ‘cord-like structure attached to the heart’): from heart
 + string
 .





heartthrob

 
/ˈhärtˌTHräb/






noun






‹informal›

 a man, typically a celebrity, whose good looks excite immature romantic feelings in women.













heart-to-heart

 
/ˈˌhärt ˌtə ˈhärt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a conversation) candid, intimate, and personal




•
 
a heart-to-heart chat.














II.
 
noun




a heart-to-heart conversation




•
 
they had seemed engrossed in a heart-to-heart.



















heart urchin

 
/härt ˈərCHən/






noun




a heart-shaped burrowing sea urchin that has a thick covering of fine spines on the shell, giving it a furry appearance.

[Class 
Echinoidea

 , order 
Spatangoida

 .]













heartwarming

 
/ˈhärtˌwôrmiNG/






adjective




emotionally rewarding or uplifting.













heartwood

 
/ˈhärtˌwo͝od/






noun




the dense inner part of a tree trunk, yielding the hardest timber.













hearty

 
/ˈhärdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) loudly vigorous and cheerful




•
 
a hearty and boisterous character




•
 
he sang in a hearty baritone.










2.
 
(of a feeling or an opinion) heartfelt




•
 
hearty congratulations.










3.
 
(of a person) strong and healthy




•
 
a white-bearded but hearty man.










4.
 
(of food) wholesome and substantial




•
 
a hearty meal cooked over open flames.










5.
 
(of a person's appetite) robust and healthy




•
 
Jim goes for a long walk to work up a hearty appetite for dinner.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a vigorously cheerful and sporty person.




2.
 
(usu. 
me hearties

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a form of address ascribed to sailors.








III.
 
derivatives





heartiness

 
/ˈhärdēnis /






noun





















heat

 
/hēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being hot; high temperature




•
 
it is sensitive to both heat and cold.










2.
 
hot weather conditions




•
 
the oppressive heat was making both men sweat.










3.
 
a source or level of heat for cooking




•
 
remove from the heat and beat in the butter.










4.
 
a spicy quality in food that produces a burning sensation in the mouth




•
 
chili peppers add taste and heat to food.










5.
 


[Physics]

 heat seen as a form of energy arising from the random motion of the molecules of bodies, which may be transferred by conduction, convection, or radiation.




6.
 


‹technical›

 the amount of heat that is needed to cause a specific process or is evolved in such a process




•
 
the heat of formation.










7.
 


‹technical›

 a single operation of heating something, especially metal in a furnace.




8.
 
intensity of feeling, especially of anger or excitement




•
 
words few men would dare use to another, even in the heat of anger.










9.
 
(
the heat

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 intensive and unwelcome pressure or criticism, especially from the authorities




•
 
a flurry of legal proceedings 
turned up the heat

 in the dispute.










10.
 
a preliminary round in a race or contest




•
 
the 200-meter heats.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become hot or warm


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the room faces north and is difficult to heat




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the pipes expand as they 
heat up

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
heat up

 )
 — (of a person) become excited or impassioned.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
heat up

 )
 — become more intense and exciting




•
 
the action really begins to heat up.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 inflame; excite




•
 
this discourse had heated them.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
if you can't stand the heat, get out of the kitchen








‹proverb›

 if you can't deal with the pressures and difficulties of a situation or task, you should leave others to deal with it rather than complaining.









2.
 
in the heat of the moment






while temporarily angry, excited, or engrossed, and without stopping for thought.









3.
 
in heat






(of a female mammal) in the receptive period of the sexual cycle; in estrus.















– origin

 Old English 
hǣtu

 (noun), 
hǣtan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hitte

 (noun) and German 
heizen

 (verb), also to hot
 .





heat barrier

 
/hēt ˈberēər/






noun




the limitation of the speed of an aircraft or other flying object by heat resulting from air friction.













heat capacity

 
/hēt kəˈpasədē/






noun




the number of heat units needed to raise the temperature of a body by one degree.













heat death






noun






[Physics]

 a state of uniform distribution of energy, especially viewed as a possible fate of the universe. It is a corollary of the second law of thermodynamics.













heated

 
/ˈhēdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made warm or hot




•
 
a heated swimming pool.










2.
 
inflamed with passion or conviction




•
 
she had a heated argument with an official.














II.
 
derivatives





heatedly

 
/ˈhēdidlē /






adverb





















heat engine






noun




a device for producing motive power from heat, such as a gasoline engine or steam engine.













heater

 
/ˈhēdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that heats, in particular a device for warming the air or water




•
 
a wall-mounted electric heater




•
 
a gas water heater.










2.
 


[Electronics]

 a conductor used for indirect heating of the cathode of a thermionic tube.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 a fastball.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a gun.













heat exchanger






noun




a device for transferring heat from one medium to another.














heath

 
/hēTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of open uncultivated land, especially in Britain, with characteristic vegetation of heather, gorse, and coarse grasses.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 vegetation dominated by dwarf shrubs of the heath family


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
heath vegetation.










3.
 
a dwarf shrub with small leathery leaves and small pink or purple bell-shaped flowers, characteristic of heathland and moorland.

[
Erica

 and related genera, family 
Ericaceae

 (the 
heath family

 ): many species, including the common European 
cross-leaved heath

 (
E. tetralix

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





heathy

 
/ˈhēTHē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hǣth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heide

 and German 
Heide

 .





Heath, Sir Edward

 
/hēTH/






(1916–2005), British Conservative statesman; prime minister 1970–74; full name 
Sir Edward Richard George Heath

 . He negotiated Britain's entry into the European Economic Community.









heat haze

 
/hēt hāz/






noun




an obscuration of the atmosphere in hot weather, especially a shimmering in the air near the ground that distorts distant views.














heathen

 
/ˈhēT͟Hən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who does not belong to a widely held religion (especially one who is not a Christian, Jew, or Muslim) as regarded by those who do.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a follower of a polytheistic religion; a pagan.




3.
 
(
the heathen

 )
 — 

‹chiefly derogatory›

 heathen people collectively, especially (in biblical use) those who did not worship the God of Israel.




4.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 
‹informal›

 an unenlightened person; a person regarded as lacking culture or moral principles.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to heathens




•
 
heathen gods.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heathendom

 
/ˈhēT͟H(ə)ndəm /






noun













2.
 
heathenish

 
/ˈhēT͟H(ə)niSH /






adjective













3.
 
heathenism

 
/ˈhēT͟Həˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hǣthen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heiden

 and German 
Heide

 ; generally regarded as a specifically Christian use of a Germanic adjective meaning ‘inhabiting open country,’ from the base of heath
 .





heather

 
/ˈheT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a purple-flowered Eurasian heath that grows abundantly on moorland and heathland. Many ornamental varieties have been developed.

Also called ling
 2
 . [
Calluna vulgaris

 , family 
Ericaceae

 . This family includes the rhododendrons and azaleas as well as the blueberries and many other berry-bearing dwarf shrubs.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 any plant of the 
Ericaceae

 family similar to heather; a heath.








II.
 
derivatives





heathery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hadre

 , 
hedre

 (recorded in place names), of unknown origin. The word was chiefly Scots until the 16th cent.; the change in the first syllable in the 18th cent. was due to association with heath
 .





heathland

 
/ˈhēTHˌland/






noun

 — (also 
heathlands

 )


1.
 
an extensive area of heath




•
 
1,000 acres of heathland.



















heat index






noun




a quantity expressing the discomfort felt as a result of the combined effects of the temperature and humidity of the air.













heating

 
/ˈhēdiNG/






noun




equipment or devices used to provide heat, especially to a building




•
 
baseboard heating.



















heat lamp






noun




an electrical device with a bulb that emits mainly heat rather than light, used as a heat source.













heat lightning






noun




a flash or flashes of light seen near the horizon, especially on warm evenings, believed to be the reflection of distant lightning on high clouds.













Heat-Moon, William Least






(1939–), US writer, of Osage ancestry; also known as 
William Trogdon

 . Notable works: 
Blue Highways

 (1982), 
PrairyErth

 (1991), 
River-Horse

 (1999), and 
Roads to Quoz

 (2008).










heatproof

 
/ˈhētˌpro͞of/






adjective




able to resist great heat.













heat pump

 
/ˈhēt ˌpəmp/






noun




a device that transfers heat from a colder area to a hotter area by using mechanical energy, as in a refrigerator.













heat rash






noun




another term for prickly heat
 .













heat-resistant

 
/ˈhēt rəˈˌzistənt/






adjective



1.
 
another term for heatproof
 .




2.
 
not easily becoming hot




•
 
fondue forks with heat-resistant handles.



















heatseeking

 
/ˈhētˌsēkiNG/






adjective




(of a missile) able to detect and home in on infrared radiation emitted by a target, such as the exhaust vent of a jet aircraft.













heat shield

 
/ˈhēt ˈˌSHēld/






noun



1.
 
a device or coating for protection from excessive heat.




2.
 
an outer covering on a spacecraft, especially on the nose cone and leading edges, to protect it from the heat generated during re-entry into the earth's atmosphere.













heat sink






noun




a device or substance for absorbing excessive or unwanted heat.













heatstroke

 
/ˈhētˌstrōk/






noun




a condition marked by fever and often by unconsciousness, caused by failure of the body's temperature-regulating mechanism when exposed to excessively high temperatures.













heat treatment

 
/ˈhēt ˈˌtrētmənt/





I.
 
noun




the use of heat for therapeutic purposes in medicine.








II.
 
derivatives





heat-treat

 
/ˈhēt ˌtrēt /






verb





















heat wave






noun




a prolonged period of abnormally hot weather.














heave

 
/hēv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lift or haul (a heavy thing) with great effort




•
 
she heaved the sofa back into place




•
 
he 
heaved himself

 out of bed.










2.
 


[Nautical]

 pull, raise, or move (a boat or ship) by hauling on a rope or ropes.




3.
 


‹informal›

 throw (something heavy)




•
 
she heaved half a brick at him.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce (a sigh)




•
 
he heaved a euphoric sigh of relief.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rise and fall rhythmically or spasmodically




•
 
his shoulders heaved as he panted.










6.
 
make an effort to vomit; retch




•
 
my stomach heaved.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of heaving, especially a strong pull.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a sideways displacement in a fault.




3.
 
(
the heaves

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a case of retching or vomiting




•
 
waiting for the heaves to subside.










4.
 
(
heaves

 )
 — a disease of horses, with labored breathing.








III.
 
phrases





heave in sight (or into view)








[chiefly Nautical]

 come into view




•
 
the three canoes hove into view.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





heave to








[Nautical]

 (of a boat or ship) come to a stop, especially by turning across the wind leaving the headsail backed




•
 
he hove to and dropped anchor.


















V.
 
derivatives





heaver

 
/ˈhēvər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hebban

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heffen

 and German 
heben

 ‘lift up.’






heave-ho

 
/hēvˈhō/





I.
 
exclamation




a cry emitted when doing actions in unison that take physical effort.








II.
 
noun




(
the heave-ho

 )
 — expulsion or elimination from a job, institution, or contest




•
 
conjecture over who'll 
get the heave-ho

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from 
heave!

 (imperative) + ho
 2
 , originally in nautical use when hauling a rope.






heaven

 
/ˈhevən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place regarded in various religions as the abode of God (or the gods) and the angels, and of the good after death, often traditionally depicted as being above the sky.




2.
 
God (or the gods)




•
 
Constantine was persuaded that disunity in the Church was displeasing to heaven.










3.
 


[Theology]

 a state of being eternally in the presence of God after death.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a place, state, or experience of supreme bliss




•
 
lying by the pool with a good book is my idea of heaven.










5.
 
used in various exclamations as a substitute for “God”




•
 
Heaven knows!




•
 
good heavens!










6.
 
(often 
heavens

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the sky, especially perceived as a vault in which the sun, moon, stars, and planets are situated




•
 
Galileo used a telescope to observe the heavens.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the heavens open






it suddenly starts to rain heavily.









2.
 
in seventh heaven






in a state of ecstasy.









3.
 
move heaven and earth to do something






make extraordinary efforts to do a specified thing




•
 
if he had truly loved her he would have moved heaven and earth to get her back.















4.
 
stink (or smell) to high heaven






have a very strong and unpleasant odor.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heavenward

 
/ˈhev(ə)nwərd /






adjective, adverb













2.
 
heavenwards

 
/ˈhev(ə)nwərdz /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
heofon

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hemel

 and German 
Himmel

 .





heavenly

 
/ˈhevənlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of heaven; divine




•
 
heavenly Father.










2.
 
of the heavens or sky




•
 
heavenly constellations.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very pleasing; wonderful




•
 
their shampoos smell heavenly




•
 
it was a heavenly morning for a ride.














II.
 
derivatives





heavenliness

 
/ˈhev(ə)nlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
heofonlic

 (see heaven
 , -ly
 1
 ).





heavenly body

 
/ˈhevənlē ˈbädē/






noun




a planet, star, or other celestial body.














heavenly host






noun




a literary or biblical term for the angels.













heaven-sent

 
/ˈhevən ˌsent/






adjective




(of an event or opportunity) occurring at a favorable time; opportune.













heavier-than-air

 
/ˈhevēərT͟Hənˌer/






adjective




(of an aircraft) weighing more than the air it displaces.













heavily

 
/ˈhevəlē/






adverb



1.
 
to a great degree; in large amounts




•
 
it was raining heavily




•
 
he had been drinking heavily for six months.




•
 
she is heavily pregnant.










2.
 
to a large extent; very or very much




•
 
the country is heavily dependent on banana exports.




•
 
he was heavily influenced by the Impressionists.










3.
 
with a lot of force or effort; with weight




•
 
she fell heavily to the ground




•
 
he sat down heavily in the chair.










4.
 
in a way that is mentally oppressive or hard to endure




•
 
it is a burden that weighs heavily on his shoulders




•
 
tension hung heavily in the air.










5.
 
slowly and loudly




•
 
she was breathing heavily.




•
 
the man in the next room was snoring heavily.










6.
 
in a slow way that expresses sadness




•
 
he sighed heavily.



















heavily built






adjective




(of a person) having a large, broad, and strong body




•
 
he was tall and heavily built.



















heaviness

 
/ˈhevēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of having great weight




•
 
Olivia felt the heaviness of her backpack.










2.
 
a feeling of being weighed down, especially by weariness




•
 
a persistent feeling of lethargy and heaviness




•
 
a sudden heaviness overpowers me.










3.
 
great density or thickness




•
 
the heaviness of the paint.










4.
 
lack of delicacy or grace; coarseness




•
 
a certain heaviness of style.










5.
 
the quality of food being hard to digest




•
 
the cloying heaviness of snacking on cheese.










6.
 
a state of being greater in amount, force, or intensity than usual




•
 
the heaviness of the rains in the valley caused flooding




•
 
the heaviness of their earlier defeat.










7.
 
the quality of being oppressive or overpowering to the senses




•
 
the heaviness of a hop aroma




•
 
the heaviness of the dark wood paneling.










8.
 
(in relation to rock music) the quality of having a strong bass component and a forceful rhythm




•
 
the total heaviness of much of this record.










9.
 
the quality of being very important or serious




•
 
a few cartoon gags were introduced into the film to lighten its heaviness.










10.
 
a mentally oppressive feeling, especially of sadness or grief




•
 
he felt the heaviness of loss as he watched her go




•
 
heaviness of heart.



















heaving

 
/ˈhēviNG/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a place) extremely crowded




•
 
the foyer was absolutely heaving with people.



















heaving line






noun




a lightweight line with a weight at the end, made to be thrown between a ship and the shore, or from one ship to another, and used to pull a heavier line across.














Heaviside, Oliver

 
/ˈhevēˌsīd/






(1850–1925), English physicist and electrical engineer. In 1902, he suggested the existence of a layer in the atmosphere responsible for reflecting radio waves back to earth.









Heaviside layer

 
Heaviside–Kennelly layer





I.
 
noun




another name for E layer
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after O. 
Heaviside

 (see Heaviside, Oliver
 ) and A. E. 
Kennelly

 (see Kennelly, Arthur E.
 ).





heavy

 
/ˈhevē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of great weight; difficult to lift or move




•
 
the pan was too heavy for me to carry.










2.
 
used in questions about weight




•
 
how heavy is it?










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a class of thing) above the average weight; large of its kind




•
 
heavy artillery.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — weighed down; full of something




•
 
branches 
heavy with

 blossoms.










5.
 
(of a person's head or eyes) feeling weighed down by weariness




•
 
a heavy head.










6.
 


[Physics]

 of or containing atoms of an isotope of greater than the usual mass.

See also heavy water
 .




7.
 
of great density; thick or substantial




•
 
heavy gray clouds




•
 
a heavy blanket.










8.
 
(of food or a meal) hard to digest; too filling.




9.
 
(of ground or soil) hard to travel over or work with because muddy or full of clay.




10.
 
not delicate or graceful; coarse




•
 
he had a big mustache and heavy features.










11.
 
moving slowly or with difficulty




•
 
steering that is heavy when parking.










12.
 
(of a smell) overpowering




•
 
the air was heavy with the sweet odor of apples.










13.
 
(of the sky) full of dark clouds; oppressive




•
 
a heavy thundery sky.










14.
 
of more than the usual size, amount, or force




•
 
rush hour traffic was heavy and I was delayed.










15.
 
doing something to excess




•
 
a heavy smoker.










16.
 
(
heavy on

 )
 — using a lot of




•
 
stories heavy on melodrama.










17.
 
striking or falling with force




•
 
a heavy blow to the head




•
 
we had heavy overnight rain.










18.
 
(of music, especially rock) having a strong bass component and a forceful rhythm.




19.
 
needing much physical effort




•
 
long hours and heavy work.










20.
 
mentally oppressive; hard to endure




•
 
a heavy burden of responsibility.










21.
 
important or serious




•
 
a heavy discussion.










22.
 
(of a literary work) hard to read or understand because overly serious or difficult.




23.
 
feeling or expressing grief




•
 
I left him with a heavy heart.










24.
 


‹informal›

 (of a situation) serious and hard to deal with




•
 
things were getting pretty heavy.










25.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) strict or harsh




•
 
the police were really getting heavy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing, such as a vehicle, that is large or heavy of its kind.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a large, strong man, especially one hired for protection




•
 
I needed money to pay off the heavies.










3.
 
an important person




•
 
music business heavies.










4.
 
(
heavies

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 serious newspapers




•
 
reporters from the Sunday heavies.










5.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 strong beer, especially bitter




•
 
a pint of heavy.














III.
 
adverb




heavily




•
 
his words hung heavy in the air




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
heavy-laden.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
heavy with child








‹archaic›

 pregnant.









2.
 
make heavy weather of






see weather
 .












V.
 
derivatives





heavyish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hefig

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hevig

 , also to heave
 .





heavy breathing

 
/ˈhevē ˈbrēT͟HiNG/






noun




breathing that is audible through being deep or labored, especially in sleep or as a result of exertion.













heavy chain






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the protein subunit that, as one of a pair, makes up the major part of an immunoglobulin molecule.













heavy chemicals






plural noun




bulk chemicals used in industry and agriculture.














heavy cream

 
/ˈhevē krēm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 thick cream that contains a lot of butterfat.













heavy-duty

 
/ˈˌhevē ˈˌd(y)o͞odē/






adjective



1.
 
(of material or an article) designed to withstand the stresses of demanding use




•
 
heavy-duty rubber gloves.










2.
 


‹informal›

 intense, important, or abundant




•
 
she did some heavy-duty cleaning.



















heavy-eyed






adjective




appearing tired or sleepy




•
 
an elderly man with a deep-lined, heavy-eyed face.



















heavy-footed

 
/ˌhevēˈfo͝odəd/






adjective




slow and laborious in movement




•
 
the whole occasion could resemble a heavy-footed hippo dance in mud.



















heavy going






noun




a person or situation that is difficult or boring




•
 
she found the technical manuals heavy going.



















heavy-handed

 
/ˈˌhevē ˈˌhandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
clumsy or insensitive




•
 
this heavy-handed prose is merely tiresome.










2.
 
overly forceful or oppressive




•
 
the government's most heavy-handed efforts to muzzle social protest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heavy-handedly

 
/ˈˌhevē ˈˌhandədlē /






adverb













2.
 
heavy-handedness






noun





















heavy-hearted

 
/ˌhevēˈhärdəd/






adjective




feeling depressed or melancholy.













heavy hitter

 
big hitter






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an important or powerful person




•
 
a high-profile national issue pitting heavy hitters in the Senate against the Department of Agriculture.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a high-scoring athlete.













heavy horse






noun




a large, strong, heavily built horse of a type or breed used for draft work.













heavy hydrogen






noun




another term for deuterium
 .













heavy industry

 
//






noun




the manufacture of large, heavy articles and materials in bulk.













heavy-knit






adjective




(of a fabric or garment) thick, substantial, and close-textured




•
 
a heavy-knit jumper.



















heavy-lift

 
/ˈhevēlift/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vehicle) capable of lifting or transporting extremely heavy loads




•
 
a heavy-lift helicopter.



















heavy lifting






noun



1.
 
the lifting of heavy objects.




2.
 
hard or difficult work




•
 
the heavy lifting in this business is in designing external distribution systems.



















heavy metal

 
/ˈhevē ˈmedl/






noun



1.
 
a type of highly amplified harsh-sounding rock music with a strong beat, characteristically using violent or fantastic imagery.




2.
 
a metal of relatively high density, or of high relative atomic weight.













heavy oil






noun




any of the relatively dense hydrocarbons (denser than water) derived from petroleum, coal tar, and similar materials.













heavy petting

 
/ˈhevē pediNG/






noun




erotic contact between two people involving stimulation of the genitals but stopping short of intercourse.













heavyset

 
/ˌhevēˈset/






adjective




having a stocky or stout build.













heavy sleeper






noun




a person who sleeps deeply and is difficult to wake up.














heavy water






noun




water in which the hydrogen in the molecules is partly or wholly replaced by the isotope deuterium, used especially as a moderator in nuclear reactors.













heavyweight

 
/ˈhevēˌwāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports, typically the heaviest category. In the amateur boxing scale it ranges from 178 to 200 pounds (81 to 91 kg).




2.
 
a heavyweight boxer or other competitor.




3.
 
a person or thing of above-average weight.




4.
 
a person of influence or importance, especially in a particular sphere




•
 
a political heavyweight with national recognition.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of above-average weight.




2.
 
serious, important, or influential




•
 
heavyweight news coverage.



















Heb.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 Hebrews.




2.
 
Hebrew.













hebdomadal

 
/hebˈdämədl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 weekly (used especially of organizations that meet weekly)




•
 
he was forced to eke out a meager living scribbling hebdomadal feuilletons.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘lasting seven days’): from late Latin 
hebdomadalis

 , from Greek 
hebdomas

 , 
hebdomad-

 ‘the number seven, seven days,’ from 
hepta

 ‘seven.’






Hebe1


 
/ˈhēbē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the daughter of Hera and Zeus, and cupbearer of the gods.







– origin

 from Greek 
hēbē

 ‘youthful beauty.’





Hebe2


 
/hēb/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Jewish person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of Hebrew
 .






Hebei

 
/ˌhəˈbā /

 
Hopeh






a province in northeastern central China; capital, Shijiazhuang.









hebephrenia

 
/ˌhēbəˈfrēnēə/





I.
 
noun




a form of chronic schizophrenia involving disordered thought, inappropriate emotions, hallucinations, and bizarre behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





hebephrenic

 
/-ˈfrenik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally associated with behavior in puberty): from Hebe
 1
 + Greek 
phrēn

 ‘mind’ + -ia
 1
 .





hebetude

 
/ˈhebəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the state of being dull or lethargic.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
hebetudo

 , from 
hebes

 , 
hebet-

 ‘blunt.’





Hebr.






abbreviation




Hebrew or Hebrews.













Hebraic

 
/hēˈbrāik/





I.
 
adjective




of Hebrew or the Hebrews




•
 
a student of Hebraic religious literature.














II.
 
derivatives





Hebraically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 via Christian Latin from late Greek 
Hebraikos

 , from 
Hebraios

 (see Hebrew
 ).





Hebraism

 
/ˈhēbrāˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Hebrew idiom or expression.




2.
 
the Jewish religion, culture, or character.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Hebraistic

 
/ˌhēbrāˈistik /






adjective













2.
 
Hebraize

 
/ˈhēbrāˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
hébraïsme

 or modern Latin 
Hebraismus

 , from late Greek 
Hebraïsmos

 , from 
Hebraios

 (see Hebrew
 ).





Hebraist

 
/ˈhēbrāist/






noun



1.
 
a scholar of the Hebrew language.




2.
 
a student or adherent of the Jewish religion, culture, or character.














Hebrew

 
/ˈhēbro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient people living in what is now Israel and Palestine and, according to biblical tradition, descended from the patriarch Jacob, grandson of Abraham. After the Exodus (
c.

 1300 
BC

 ) they established the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and their scriptures and traditions form the basis of the Jewish religion.




2.
 
old-fashioned and sometimes offensive term for Jew
 .




3.
 
the Semitic language of the Hebrews, in its ancient or modern form.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the Hebrews or the Jews.




2.
 
of or in Hebrew.









Hebrew is written from right to left in a characteristic alphabet of twenty-two consonants, the vowels sometimes being marked by additional signs. From about 
AD

 500 it was almost entirely restricted to Jewish religious use, but it was revived as a spoken language in the 19th century and, with a vocabulary extended by borrowing from contemporary languages, is now the official language of the state of Israel. / 
– origin

 from Old French 
Ebreu

 , via Latin from late Greek 
Hebraios

 , from Aramaic 
῾iḇray

 , based on Hebrew 
῾iḇrî

 understood to mean ‘one from the other side (of the river).’





Hebrew Bible






the sacred writings of Judaism, called by Christians the Old Testament, and comprising the Law (Torah), the Prophets, and the Hagiographa or Writings.









Hebrews

 
/ˈhēbro͞oz/






a book of the New Testament, traditionally included among the letters of St. Paul but now generally held to be non-Pauline.









Hebridean

 
/ˌhebrəˈdēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Hebrides, a group of islands off the NW coast of Scotland




•
 
Hebridean folklore.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Hebrides, a group of islands off the NW coast of Scotland




•
 
the ship left its precious cargo to be salvaged by enterprising Hebrideans.




















Hebrides

 
/ˈhebrəˌdēz/






a group of about 500 islands off the northwestern coast of Scotland. The 
Inner Hebrides

 are separated from the 
Outer Hebrides

 by the Little Minch.

Also called Western Isles
 .









Hebron

 
/ˈhēbrən ˈhēˌbrän/






a Palestinian city on the West Bank of the Jordan River; pop. 240,200 (est. 2009). As the home of Abraham, it is a holy city of both Judaism and Islam. Israeli forces withdrew from all but a small part of the city in 1997.









Hebros

 
/ˈhēbrəs /

 
Hebrus






ancient Greek name for Maritsa
 .









Hecate

 
/ˈhekədē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a goddess of dark places, often associated with ghosts and sorcery. She is frequently identified with Artemis and Selene.









hecatomb

 
/ˈhekəˌtōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Greece or Rome) a great public sacrifice, originally of a hundred oxen.




2.
 
an extensive loss of life for some cause.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
hekatombē

 (from 
hekaton

 ‘hundred’ + 
bous

 ‘ox’).





Hecht, Ben

 
/hekt/






(1894–1964), US writer and playwright. He wrote the screenplays for 
Underworld

 (1927) and 
The Scoundrel

 (1935) and cowrote 
The Front Page

 (1928).










heck

 
/hek/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
expressing surprise, frustration, or dismay




•
 
oh heck, I can't for the life of me remember.










2.
 
(
the heck

 )
 — used for emphasis in questions and exclamations




•
 
what the heck's the matter?














II.
 
phrases





a (or one) heck of a ——






used for emphasis in various statements or exclamations




•
 
it was a heck of a lot of money.





















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally dialect): euphemistic alteration of hell
 .





heckelphone

 
/ˈhekəlˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a woodwind instrument resembling a large oboe, with a range about an octave lower.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Heckelphon

 , named after Wilhelm 
Heckel

 (1856–1909), German instrument maker, on the pattern of 
saxophone

 .





heckle

 
/ˈhek(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interrupt (a public speaker) with derisive or aggressive comments or abuse




•
 
he was booed and heckled when he tried to address the demonstrators




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he is merely heckling from the sidelines.










2.
 
dress (flax or hemp) to split and straighten the fibers for spinning.








II.
 
noun




a heckling comment




•
 
the meeting regularly dissolved into heckles.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from 
heckle

 ‘flax comb,’ a northern and eastern form of hackle
 . The sense ‘interrupt (a public speaker) with aggressive questions’ arose in the mid 17th cent.; for the development in sense, compare with tease
 .





heckler

 
/ˈhek(ə)lər/






noun




a person who interrupts a performer or public speaker with derisive or aggressive comments or abuse




•
 
he was adept at dealing with hecklers.



















heckuva

 
/ˈhekəvə/






adjective




nonstandard spelling of a heck of a ——
 (see heck
 ):




•
 
a heckuva lot of people.



















hectare

 
/ˈhekˌter /

 
ha





I.
 
noun




a metric unit of square measure, equal to 100 ares (2.471 acres or 10,000 square meters).








II.
 
derivatives





hectarage

 
/ˈhektərij /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, formed irregularly from Greek 
hekaton

 ‘hundred’ + are
 2
 .





hectic

 
/ˈhektik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of incessant or frantic activity




•
 
a hectic business schedule.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹archaic›

 relating to, affected by, or denoting a regularly recurrent fever typically accompanying tuberculosis, with flushed cheeks and hot, dry skin.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹archaic›

 a hectic fever or flush.








III.
 
derivatives





hectically

 
/-tik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English 
etik

 , via Old French from late Latin 
hecticus

 , from Greek 
hektikos

 ‘habitual,’ from 
hexis

 ‘habit, state of mind or body.’ The original specific association with the symptoms of tuberculosis (
hectic fever

 ) gave rise to the early 20th-cent. sense ‘characterized by feverish activity.’






hecto-

 
/ˈhektō/





I.
 
combining form




(used commonly in units of measurement) a hundred




•
 
hectometer.

















– origin

 from French, formed irregularly by contraction of Greek 
hekaton

 ‘hundred.’





hectocotylus

 
/ˌhektōˈkäd(ə)ləs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a modified arm used by male octopuses and some other cephalopods to transfer sperm to the female.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from hecto-
 ‘hundred’ + Greek 
kotulē

 ‘hollow thing,’ a name given by Cuvier to what he mistakenly took to be a genus of parasitic worms.





hectogram

 
/ˈhektəˌɡram /

 


‹Brit.›

 hectogramme
 , hg






noun




a metric unit of mass equal to one hundred grams.













hectograph

 
/ˈhektəˌɡraf/






noun




an apparatus for copying documents by the use of a gelatin plate that receives an impression of the master copy.













hectoliter

 
/ˈhektəˌlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 hectolitre
 , hl






noun




a metric unit of capacity equal to one hundred liters, used especially for wine, beer, grain, and other agricultural produce.













hectometer

 
/ˈhektəˌmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 hectometre
 , hm






noun




a metric unit of length equal to one hundred meters.













hector

 
/ˈhektər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk to (someone) in a bullying way




•
 
she doesn't hector us about giving up things




•
 (as 
adj.

 
hectoring

 )
 
a brusque, hectoring manner.














II.
 
derivatives





hectoringly

 
/ˈhekt(ə)riNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from the Greek name Hector
 . Originally denoting a hero, the sense later became ‘braggart or bully’ (applied in the late 17th cent. to a member of a gang of youths in London, England), hence ‘talk to in a bullying way.’






Hector

 
/ˈhektər /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Trojan warrior, son of Priam and Hecuba and husband of Andromache. He was killed by Achilles, who dragged his body behind his chariot three times around the walls of Troy.









Hecuba

 
/ˈhekyəbə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the queen of Troy, wife of Priam and mother of children including Hector, Paris, Cassandra, and Troilus.









he'd

 
/hēd/






contraction



1.
 
he had




•
 
he'd seen all he wanted.










2.
 
he would




•
 
he'd like to see you.



















heddle

 
/ˈhedl/





I.
 
noun




one of a set of looped wires or cords in a loom, with an eye in the center through which a warp yarn is passed before going through the reed to control its movement and divide the threads.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently from an alteration of Old English 
hefeld

 .






hedge

 
/hej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fence or boundary formed by closely growing bushes or shrubs




•
 
she was standing barefoot in a corner of the lawn, trimming the hedge.










2.
 
a contract entered into or asset held as a protection against possible financial loss




•
 
inflation hedges such as real estate and gold.










3.
 
a word or phrase used to allow for additional possibilities or to avoid commitment, for example, 
etc.

 , 
often

 , 
usually

 , or 
sometimes

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround or bound with a hedge




•
 
a garden hedged with yews.










2.
 
(
hedge something in

 )
 — enclose.




3.
 
limit or qualify (something) by conditions or exceptions




•
 
experts usually hedge their predictions, just in case.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — avoid making a definite decision, statement, or commitment




•
 
she hedged around the one question she wanted to ask.










5.
 
protect oneself against loss on (a bet or investment) by making balancing or compensating transactions




•
 
the company hedged its investment position on the futures market.














III.
 
phrases





hedge one's bets






avoid committing oneself when faced with a difficult choice.












IV.
 
derivatives





hedger

 
/ˈhejər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hegg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heg

 and German 
Hecke

 .





hedge clippers

 
hedge clipper
 , a pair of hedge clippers






plural noun




a tool resembling a large pair of scissors, used for cutting back bushes, shrubs, and hedges




•
 
she attacks the tree with a large pair of rusting hedge clippers.



















hedge fund






noun




a limited partnership of investors that uses high risk methods, such as investing with borrowed money, in hopes of realizing large capital gains.














hedgehog

 
/ˈhejˌhôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small nocturnal Old World mammal with a spiny coat and short legs, able to roll itself into a ball for defense.

[Family 
Erinaceidae

 : four genera and several species, including the 
common hedgehog

 (
Erinaceus europaeus

 ) of western and northern Europe, which is predominantly insectivorous.]




2.
 
any other animal covered with spines, especially a porcupine.











– origin

 late Middle English: from hedge
 (from its habitat) + hog
 (from its piglike snout).





hedgehop

 
/ˈhejˌhäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fly an aircraft at a very low altitude.








II.
 
derivatives





hedgehopper






noun





















hedgerow

 
/ˈhejˌrō/





I.
 
noun




a hedge of wild shrubs and trees, typically bordering a road or field.











– origin

 Old English: from hedge
 + obsolete 
rew

 ‘hedgerow,’ assimilated to row
 1
 .





hedge trimmer

 
/ˈhej ˌtrimər/






noun




an electric tool resembling a chainsaw used for cutting back bushes, shrubs, and hedges.













hedgie

 
/ˈhejē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for hedgehog
 :




•
 
the box will house a hibernating hedgie and then, in summer months, a mother and her babies.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Finance]

 a person who manages a hedge fund




•
 
the Wall Street hedgie made hundreds of millions of dollars betting against subprime mortgages.



















hedonic

 
/hēˈdänik/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 relating to or considered in terms of pleasant (or unpleasant) sensations.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
hēdonikos

 , from 
hēdonē

 ‘pleasure.’





hedonism

 
/ˈhēdəˌnizəm ˈhedənˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the pursuit of pleasure; sensual self-indulgence.




2.
 
the ethical theory that pleasure (in the sense of the satisfaction of desires) is the highest good and proper aim of human life.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hēdonē

 ‘pleasure’ + -ism
 .





hedonist

 
/ˈhēdənəst ˈhedənəst/






noun




a person who believes that the pursuit of pleasure is the most important thing in life; a pleasure-seeker




•
 
she was living the life of a committed hedonist.



















hedonistic

 
/ˌhēdnˈistik ˌhedəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective




engaged in the pursuit of pleasure; sensually self-indulgent




•
 
a hedonistic existence of drink, drugs, and parties.














II.
 
derivatives





hedonistically

 
/ˌhēdnˈistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















-hedral






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-hedron

 (such as 
dodecahedral

 corresponding to 
dodecahedron

 ).














-hedron





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
in nouns denoting geometric solids having a specified number of plane faces




•
 
decahedron.










2.
 
denoting geometric solids having faces of a specified shape




•
 
rhombohedron.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hedra

 ‘seat, base.’





heebie-jeebies

 
/ˌhēbēˈjēbēz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
the heebie-jeebies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a state of nervous fear or anxiety




•
 
it takes a lot more than a measly poltergeist to 
give me the heebie-jeebies

 .

















– origin

 1920s: coined by W. B. DeBeck (1890–1942), American cartoonist, in his comic strip 
Barney Google

 .





heed

 
/hēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay attention to; take notice of




•
 
he should have heeded the warnings.














II.
 
noun




careful attention




•
 
if he heard, he 
paid

 no 
heed






•
 
we must 
take heed of

 the suggestions.

















– origin

 Old English 
hēdan

 (originally intransitive); related to Dutch 
hoeden

 and German 
hüten

 .





heedful

 
/ˈhēdfəl/





I.
 
adjective




aware of and attentive to




•
 
he is 
heedful of

 his own intuitions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heedfully






adverb













2.
 
heedfulness

 
/ˈhēdfəlnəs /






noun





















heedless

 
/ˈhēdləs/





I.
 
adjective




showing a reckless lack of care or attention




•
 
“Elaine!” she shouted, 
heedless of

 attracting unwanted attention




•
 
his heedless impetuosity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heedlessly

 
/ˈhēdlislē /






adverb













2.
 
heedlessness

 
/ˈhēdləsnəs /






noun





















hee-haw

 
/ˈhē ˌhô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the loud, harsh cry of a donkey or mule.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 relating to or denoting unsophisticated rural humor and attitudes




•
 
hee-haw manners.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the loud, harsh cry of a donkey or mule.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative.






heel1


 
/hēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the back part of the foot below the ankle.




2.
 
a corresponding part of the foot in vertebrate animals.




3.
 
the part of the palm of the hand next to the wrist




•
 
he rubbed the heel of his hand against the window.










4.
 
the part of a shoe or boot supporting the heel




•
 
shoes with low heels.










5.
 
the part of a sock covering the heel.




6.
 
(
heels

 )
 — high-heeled shoes.




7.
 
a thing resembling a heel in form or position, in particular




8.
 
the end of a violin bow at which it is held.




9.
 
the part of the head of a golf club nearest the shaft.




10.
 
a crusty end of a loaf of bread, or the rind of a cheese.




11.
 
a piece of the main stem of a plant left attached to the base of a cutting.




12.
 


‹informal›

 an inconsiderate or untrustworthy person




•
 
what kind of a heel do you think I am?










13.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — a command to a dog to walk close behind its owner.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit or renew a heel on (a shoe or boot).




2.
 
(of a dog) follow closely behind its owner




•
 
these dogs are born with the instinctive urge to heel.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — touch the ground with the heel when dancing.




4.
 


[Golf]

 strike (the ball) with the heel of the club.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at (or to) heel






(of a dog) close to and slightly behind its owner.









2.
 
at the heels of

 
at someone's heels






following closely behind




•
 
he headed off with Sammy at his heels.















3.
 
bring someone to heel






bring someone under control.









4.
 
down at heel





a.
 
(of a shoe) with the heel worn down.




b.
 
having a poor, shabby appearance.









5.
 
kick up one's heels








(N. Amer.)

 have a lively, enjoyable time.









6.
 
on the heels of






following closely after




•
 
September frosts would be on the heels of the dog days of August.















7.
 
set someone back on their heels






astonish or discomfit someone.









8.
 
turn on one's heel






turn sharply around.









9.
 
under the heel of






dominated or controlled by




•
 
the Greeks spent several centuries under the heel of the Ottoman Empire.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heeled

 
/hēld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
high-heeled shoes



















2.
 
heelless

 
/ˈhēlləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hēla

 , 
hǣla

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hiel

 .






heel2


 
/hēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a boat or ship) be tilted temporarily by the pressure of wind or by an uneven distribution of weight on board.

Compare with list
 2
 .




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a boat or ship) to lean over.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of a ship heeling.




2.
 
the degree of incline of a ship's leaning measured from the vertical.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
heeld

 , 
hield

 ‘incline,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hellen

 .






heel3


 
/hēl/





I.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ] (
heel something in

 )
 — set a plant in the ground and cover its roots.











– origin

 Old English 
helian

 ‘cover, hide,’ of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
celare

 ‘hide.’





heelball

 
/ˈhēlˌbôl/






noun




a mixture of hard wax and lampblack used by shoemakers for polishing and in brass rubbing.













heel bone






noun




the calcaneus.













heelflip

 
/ˈhēlflip/






noun




(in skateboarding) a maneuver in which the front heel is used to manipulate the board during a jump in such a way that it completes a sideways rotation before landing.













heeltap

 
/ˈhēlˌtap/






noun



1.
 
one of the layers of leather or other material of which a shoe heel is made.




2.
 


‹dated›

 an amount of liquor left at the bottom of a glass after drinking.














Hefei

 
/həˈfā /

 
Hofei






an industrial city in eastern China, capital of Anhui province; pop. 1,502,800 (est. 2006).









Heflin, Van

 
/ˈheflin/






(1910–71) US actor; full name 
Emmett Evan Heflin, Jr.

 He appeared in many movies, including 
Johnny Eager

 (1942), 
The Strange Love of Martha Ivers

 (1946), 
Shane

 (1953), and 
Stagecoach

 (1966).









Hefner, Hugh

 
/ˈhefnər/






(1926–), US publisher; full name 
Hugh Marston Hefner

 . He founded 
Playboy

 magazine in 1953 and Playboy Clubs International, Inc., in 1959.









heft

 
/heft/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lift or carry (something heavy)




•
 
Donald hefted another pair of sandbags from the stack.










2.
 
lift or hold (something) in order to test its weight




•
 
Eileen hefted the gun in her hand.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the weight of someone or something.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 ability or influence




•
 
his colleagues wonder if he has the intellectual heft for his new job.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): probably from heave
 , on the pattern of words such as 
cleft

 and 
weft

 .





hefty

 
/ˈheftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
large, heavy, and powerful




•
 
a hefty young chap.










2.
 
(of a number or amount) impressively large




•
 
a hefty 10 million




•
 
hefty Christmas bonuses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heftily

 
/ˈheftəlē /






adverb













2.
 
heftiness






noun





















Hegang

 
/ˈhəˈɡäNG/






a city in Heilongjiang province, in northeastern China, northeast of Harbin; pop. 611,900 (est. 2006).









Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich

 
/ˈhāɡəl/






(1770–1831), German philosopher. In 
Science of Logic

 (1812–16) he described the three-stage process of dialectical reasoning, on which Marx based his theory of dialectical materialism.









Hegelian

 
/həˈɡālēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German philosopher Hegel or his ideas




•
 
the Hegelian conception of the state.














II.
 
noun




a follower of the ideas of the German philosopher Hegel




•
 
the early Marx was a Hegelian.



















Hegelianism

 
/həˈɡālēəˌnizəm/






noun




the philosophical system of the German philosopher Hegel




•
 
the rediscovery of Hegelianism.



















hegemonic

 
/ˌheɡəˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective




ruling or dominant in a political or social context




•
 
the bourgeoisie constituted the hegemonic class.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
hēgemonikos

 ‘capable of commanding,’ from 
hēgemōn

 (see hegemony
 ).





hegemonize

 
/həˈjeməˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (a population, region, process, etc.) to a dominant political or social power




•
 
globalization hegemonizes and controls the urban as well as rural poor




•
 
Britain's rulers were quite prepared to aim at hegemonizing the Americas




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
colonialism sought to hegemonize through a process of acculturation.




















hegemony

 
/həˈjemənē ˈhejəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun




leadership or dominance, especially by one country or social group over others




•
 
Germany was united under Prussian hegemony after 1871.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
hēgemonia

 , from 
hēgemōn

 ‘leader,’ from 
hēgeisthai

 ‘to lead.’






Hegira

 
/ˈhejərə /

 
Hejira
 , Hijra





I.
 
noun



1.
 
Muhammad's departure from Mecca to Medina in 
AD

 622, prompted by the opposition of the merchants of Mecca and marking the consolidation of the first Muslim community.




2.
 
the Muslim era reckoned from the Hegira




•
 
the second century of the Hegira.







See also AH
 .




3.
 
(
hegira

 )
 — an exodus or migration.











– origin

 via medieval Latin from Arabic 
hijra

 ‘departure,’ from 
hajara

 ‘emigrate.’





heiau

 
/ˈhāou/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Hawaiian temple or sacred site.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





Heidegger, Martin

 
/ˈhīdəɡər/






(1889–1976), German philosopher. In 
Being and Time

 (1927), he examined the ontology of "Being," in particular, human existence as involvement with a world of objects (
Dasein

 ).









Heidelberg

 
/ˈhīdlˌbərɡ/






a city in southwestern Germany, on the Neckar River, in Baden-Württemberg; pop. 144,600 (est. 2006). Its university is the oldest in Germany.









Heidelberg man






noun




a fossil hominid of the early middle Pleistocene period, identified by only a jawbone found near Heidelberg in 1907.

[an early form of 
Homo erectus

 (formerly 
H. heidelbergensis

 ), family 
Hominidae

 .]













Heiden, Eric

 
/ˈhīdn/






(1958–), US speed skater. He was the world champion in speed skating in 1977, 1978, and 1979 before he won five gold medals at the 1980 Olympic games.










heifer

 
/ˈhefər/





I.
 
noun




a young female cow that has not borne a calf.











– origin

 Old English 
heahfore

 , of unknown origin.





Heifetz, Jascha

 
/ˈhīfits/






(1901–87), US violinist; born in Lithuania. Recognized as a musical prodigy at age three, he made his US debut at Carnegie Hall in 1917 and went on to become one of the most celebrated violinists of the century.









heigh

 
/hī hā/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 expressing encouragement or inquiry.











– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in Middle English.





heigh-ho

 
/ˈhāˌhō/






exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing boredom, resignation, or jollity




•
 
it was like talking to a brick wall. Heigh-ho!




•
 
how pleasant it is to have money, heigh-ho!



















height

 
/hīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the measurement from base to top or (of a standing person) from head to foot




•
 
columns rising to 65 feet 
in height






•
 
both men were of average height.










2.
 
elevation above ground or a recognized level (typically sea level)




•
 
the glider is gaining height.










3.
 
the quality of being tall or high




•
 
his height seems to work to his advantage.










4.
 
a high place or area




•
 
he's terrified of heights.










5.
 
the most intense part or period of something




•
 


the height of

 the tourist season




•
 


at the height of

 his career




•
 
they 
took

 consumerism 
to new heights

 .










6.
 
an extreme instance or example of something




•
 
it would be 
the height of

 bad manners not to attend the wedding.

















– origin

 Old English 
hēhthu

 (in the sense ‘top of something’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoogte

 , also to high
 .





heighten

 
/ˈhītn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) higher.




2.
 
make or become more intense


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the pleasure was heightened by the sense of guilt that accompanied it




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
concern over CFCs has heightened




•
 (as 
adj.

 
heightened

 )
 
the heightened color of her face.



















heightism

 
/ˈhīdˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




prejudice or discrimination against someone on the basis of their height.








II.
 
derivatives





heightist






adjective, noun





















height of land






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a watershed.













Heilbronn

 
/ˈhīlˌbrän, -ˌbrôn/






a city in southwestern Germany, on the Neckar River, in Baden-Württemberg; pop. 121,400 (est. 2006).










Heilong

 
/ˈhālôNG/






Chinese name of Amur
 .









Heilongjiang

 
/ˈhāˈlôNGjēˈäNG /

 
Heilungkiang






a province in northeastern China, on the Russian frontier; capital, Harbin.









Heimlich maneuver

 
/ˈhīmlik, ˈhīmliKH/





I.
 
noun




a first-aid procedure for dislodging an obstruction from a person's windpipe in which a sudden strong pressure is applied on the abdomen, between the navel and the rib cage.











– origin

 1970s: named after Henry J. 
Heimlich

 (born 1920), the American doctor who developed the procedure.





heinie

 
/ˈhīnē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.











– origin

 1960s: alteration of hinder
 2
 , variant of hind
 1
 .





heinous

 
/ˈhānəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or wrongful act, especially a crime) utterly odious or wicked




•
 
a battery of heinous crimes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heinously






adverb













2.
 
heinousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
haineus

 , from 
hair

 ‘to hate,’ of Germanic origin.





Heinz, Henry John

 
/hīnz/






(1844–1919), US food manufacturer. In 1869 he established a family firm for the manufacture and sale of processed foods.










heir

 
/er/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person legally entitled to the property or rank of another on that person's death




•
 
his eldest son and heir




•
 
she aspired to marry the heir to the throne.










2.
 
a person inheriting and continuing the legacy of a predecessor




•
 
they saw themselves as the true heirs of the Enlightenment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heirdom

 
/ˈerdəm /






noun













2.
 
heirless

 
/ˈerləs /






adjective













3.
 
heirship

 
/ˈerˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
heres

 .






heir apparent






noun



1.
 
an heir whose claim cannot be set aside by the birth of another heir.

Compare with heir presumptive
 .




2.
 
a person who is most likely to succeed to the place of another




•
 
he was once considered heir apparent to the chairman.



















heir-at-law

 
/ˈerətˌlô/






noun




an heir by right of blood, especially to the real property of a person who dies intestate.













heiress

 
/ˈeris/






noun




a female heir, especially to vast wealth




•
 
an oil heiress.



















heirloom

 
/ˈerlo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a valuable object that has belonged to a family for several generations.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting a traditional variety of plant or breed of animal that is not associated with large-scale commercial agriculture




•
 
his garden is filled with heirloom vegetables




•
 
free-range heirloom pork.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from heir
 + loom
 1
 (which formerly had the senses ‘tool, heirloom’).






heir presumptive






noun




an heir whose claim could be set aside by the birth of another heir.

Compare with heir apparent
 .













Heisenberg, Werner Karl

 
/ˈhīzənˌbərɡ/






(1901–76), German mathematical physicist and philosopher. He developed a system of quantum mechanics based on matrix algebra in which he states his well-known uncertainty principle (1927). Nobel Prize for Physics (1932).









Heisman Trophy

 
/ˈhīsmən ˌtrōfē/





I.
 
noun




an annual award given to the outstanding college football player in the US by the Downtown Athletic Club of New York City.











– origin

 named in honor of football pioneer John W. Heisman (1869–1936).





heist

 
/hīst /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a robbery




•
 
a diamond heist.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 steal




•
 
he heisted a Pontiac.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing a local pronunciation of hoist
 .





Hejaz

 
/hēˈjaz /

 
Hijaz






a coastal region in western Saudi Arabia that borders the Red Sea.









HeLa cells

 
/ˈhelə ˌselz/





I.
 
plural noun




human epithelial cells of a strain maintained in tissue culture since 1951 and used in research, especially in virology.











– origin

 1950s: from the name of 
He

 nrietta 
La

 cks, whose cervical carcinoma provided the original cells.





held

 
/held/






past and past participle of hold
 1
 .









heldentenor

 
/ˈheldəntəˌnôr, ˈheldnˌtenər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powerful tenor voice suitable for heroic roles in opera.




2.
 
a singer with a heldentenor voice.











– origin

 1920s: German, literally ‘hero tenor.’





Helen

 
/ˈhelən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of Zeus and Leda, born from an egg. In the Homeric poems she was the outstandingly beautiful wife of Menelaus, and her abduction by Paris (to whom she had been promised, as a bribe, by Aphrodite) led to the Trojan War.









Helena

 
/ˈhelənə/






the capital of Montana, in the western central part of the state; pop. 29,351 (est. 2008).









Helena, St.

 
/ˈhelənə/






(
c.

 255–
c.

 330), Roman empress and mother of Constantine the Great. In 326 she founded basilicas on the Mount of Olives and at Bethlehem and is credited with finding the cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified. Feast day (in the Eastern Church) May 21; (in the Western Church) August 18.









helenium

 
/həˈlēnēəm/





I.
 
noun




an American plant of the daisy family that bears many red to yellow flowers, each having a prominent central disk.

[Genus 
Helenium

 , family 
Compositae

 : many species, esp. the sneezeweeds.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
helenion

 . The term originally denoted the herb 
elecampane

 , possibly in commemoration of Helen of Troy (said to have planted elecampane on the island of Pharos); the current designation was adopted by Linnaeus in the 18th cent.






heli-

 
/ˈhelē/






combining form




relating to helicopters




•
 
heli-skiing




•
 
helipad.



















heliacal

 
/həˈlīəkəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Astronomy]

 relating to or near the sun.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hēliakos

 (from 
hēlios

 ‘sun’) + -al
 .





heliacal rising





I.
 
noun




the rising of a celestial object at the same time or just before the sun, or its first visible rising after a period of invisibility due to conjunction with the sun. The last setting before such a period is the 
heliacal setting

 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
heliacal

 , via late Latin from Greek 
hēliakos

 (from 
hēlios

 ‘sun’) + -al
 .





helianthemum

 
/ˌhēlēˈanTHəməm/





I.
 
noun




a rockrose of the genus 
Helianthemum

 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun’ + 
anthemon

 ‘flower’ (because the flowers open in sunlight).





helianthus

 
/ˌhēlēˈanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Helianthus

 in the daisy family, especially (in gardening) a sunflower.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun’ + 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





helical

 
/ˈhēlik(ə)l ˈhelik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having the shape or form of a helix; spiral




•
 
helical molecules.














II.
 
derivatives





helically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















helices

 
/ˈhēləˌsēz/






plural form of helix
 .









helichrysum

 
/ˌheləˈkrīsəm/





I.
 
noun




an Old World plant of the daisy family. Some kinds are grown as everlastings, retaining their shape and color when dried.

Compare with strawflower
 . [Genus 
Helichrysum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
helikhrusos

 , from 
helix

 ‘spiral’ + 
khrusos

 ‘gold.’ It originally denoted a yellow-flowered plant, possibly 
Helichrysum stoechas

 .





helicity

 
/həˈlisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 helical character, especially of DNA.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a combination of the spin and the linear motion of a subatomic particle.











– origin

 1950s (
sense

 2): from Latin 
helix

 , 
helic-

 ‘spiral’ + -ity
 .





helicoid

 
/ˈheləˌkoid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object of spiral or helical shape.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 a surface formed by simultaneously moving a straight line along an axis and rotating it around it (like a screw thread).








II.
 
adjective




of the form of a helix or helicoid.








III.
 
derivatives





helicoidal

 
/ˈheləˌkoid(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
helikoeidēs

 ‘of spiral form,’ from 
helix

 , 
helik-

 (see helix
 ).





helicon

 
/ˈheləˌkän ˈheləkən/





I.
 
noun




a large spiral bass tuba played encircling the player's head and resting on the shoulder.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, associated with helix
 .





Helicon, Mount

 
/ˈheləˌkän, -ikən/






a mountain in Boeotia, in central Greece, north of the Gulf of Corinth, that rises to 5,741 feet (1,750 m). It was believed by the ancient Greeks to be the home of the Muses.









heliconia

 
/ˌheliˈkōnēə/






noun




a large-leaved tropical American plant that bears spectacular flowers with brightly colored bracts.

[Genus 
Heliconia

 , family 
Heliconiaceae

 (formerly 
Musaceae

 ): many species, including the lobster claw.]














helicopter

 
/ˈheləˌkäptər/





I.
 
noun




a type of aircraft that derives both lift and propulsion from one or more sets of horizontally revolving overhead rotors. It is capable of moving vertically and horizontally, the direction of motion being controlled by the pitch of the rotor blades.

Compare with autogiro
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport by helicopter




•
 
the Coast Guard helicoptered a compressor to one ship.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fly somewhere in a helicopter




•
 
the inspection team helicoptered ashore.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
hélicoptère

 , from Greek 
helix

 ‘spiral’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





helicopter parent





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a parent who takes an overprotective or excessive interest in the life of their child or children.




•
 
some college officials see all this as the behavior of an overindulged generation, raised by helicopter parents and lacking in resilience.














II.
 
derivatives





helicopter parenting






noun



















– origin

 1980s: from the notion of the parent ‘hovering like a helicopter’ over the child or children.





helictite

 
/həˈliktīt, ˈhelikˌtīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a distorted form of stalactite, typically resembling a twig.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
heliktos

 ‘twisted,’ on the pattern of 
stalactite

 .






helio-

 
/ˈhēlēō/





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the sun




•
 
heliogravure




•
 
heliostat.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun.’






heliocentric

 
/ˌhēlēəˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or representing the sun as the center, as in the accepted astronomical model of the solar system.

Compare with geocentric
 .




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 measured from or considered in relation to the center of the sun




•
 
heliocentric distance.














II.
 
derivatives





heliocentrically

 
/-trik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Heliogabalus

 
/ˌhēlēəˈɡabələs /

 
Elagabalus






(
AD

 204–222), Roman emperor 218–222; born 
Varius Avitus Bassianus

 . He was notorious for his dissipated lifestyle and neglect of state affairs.









heliogram

 
/ˈhēlēəˌɡram/






noun




a message sent by reflecting sunlight in flashes from a movable mirror.













heliograph

 
/ˈhēlēəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a signaling device by which sunlight is reflected in flashes from a movable mirror.




2.
 
a message sent by reflecting flashes of sunlight from a mirror; a heliogram.




3.
 
a telescopic apparatus for photographing the sun.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a type of early photographic engraving made using a sensitized silver plate and an asphalt or bitumen varnish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 send (a message) by heliograph.




2.
 


‹historical›

 take a heliographic photograph of.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heliographic

 
/ˌhēlēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
heliography

 
/ˌhēlēˈäɡrəfē /






noun





















heliogravure

 
/ˌhēlēōɡrəˈvyo͝or/






noun




another term for photogravure
 .













heliometer

 
/ˌhēlēˈämədər/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 
‹historical›

 a refracting telescope with a split objective lens, used for finding the angular distance between two stars.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from helio-
 ‘of the sun’ + -meter
 (because it was originally used for measuring the diameter of the sun).





heliopause

 
/ˈhēlēəˌpôz/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the boundary of the heliosphere.













Heliopolis

 
/ˌhēlēˈäpələs/





I.
 
an ancient Egyptian city located near the apex of the Nile delta at what is now Cairo. It was the original site of the obelisks known as Cleopatra's Needles.




II.
 
ancient Greek name for Baalbek
 .







– origin

 from Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’





Helios

 
/ˈhēlēˌäs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the sun personified as a god, father of Phaethon. He is generally represented as a charioteer driving daily from east to west across the sky.







– origin

 Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun.’





heliosphere

 
/ˈhēlēəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the region of space, encompassing the solar system, in which the solar wind has a significant influence.








II.
 
derivatives





heliospheric

 
/ˌhēlēəˈsferik, -ˈsfi(ə)rik /






adjective





















heliostat

 
/ˈhēlēəˌstat/






noun




an apparatus containing a movable or driven mirror, used to reflect sunlight in a fixed direction.

See also coelostat
 .













heliotherapy

 
/ˌhēlēəˈTHerəpē/






noun




the therapeutic use of sunlight.













heliotrope

 
/ˈhēlēəˌtrōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the borage family, cultivated for its fragrant purple or blue flowers, which are used in perfume.

[Genus 
Heliotropium

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]




2.
 
a light purple color, similar to that typical of heliotrope flowers.











– origin

 Old English 
eliotropus

 (originally applied to various plants whose flowers turn toward the sun), via Latin from Greek 
hēliotropion

 ‘plant turning its flowers to the sun,’ from 
hēlios

 ‘sun’ + 
trepein

 ‘to turn.’ The spelling was influenced by French 
héliotrope

 .






heliotropism

 
/ˌhēlēəˈtrōpizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the directional growth of a plant in response to sunlight.

Compare with phototropism
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the tendency of an animal to move toward light.








II.
 
derivatives





heliotropic

 
/ˌhēlēəˈträpik /






adjective





















Heliozoa

 
/ˌhēlēəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of single-celled aquatic animals that are related to the radiolarians. They have a spherical shell with fine radiating needlelike projections.

[Class 
Heliozoa

 , phylum 
Actinopoda

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





heliozoan

 
/ˌhēlēəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a single-celled aquatic animal of the phylum 
Heliozoa

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting heliozoans.













helipad

 
/ˈheləˌpad/






noun




a landing and takeoff area for helicopters.













heliport

 
/ˈheləˌpôrt/





I.
 
noun




an airport or landing place for helicopters.











– origin

 1940s: from heli-
 + port
 1
 , on the pattern of 
airport

 .





heli-skiing

 
/ˈhelēˌskēiNG/





I.
 
noun




skiing in which the skier is taken up the mountain by helicopter.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heli-ski






verb













2.
 
heli-skier






noun





















helium

 
/ˈhēlēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
He

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 2, an inert gas that is the lightest member of the noble gas series.



Helium

 occurs in traces in air and more abundantly in natural gas deposits. It is used as a lifting gas for balloons and airships, and liquid 
helium

 (boiling point: 4.2 kelvins, 268.9°C) is used as a coolant. 
Helium

 is produced in stars as the main product of the thermonuclear fusion of hydrogen and is the second most abundant element in the universe after hydrogen.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun,’ because its existence was inferred from an emission line in the sun's spectrum.






helix

 
/ˈhēliks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object having a three-dimensional shape like that of a wire wound uniformly in a single layer around a cylinder or cone, as in a corkscrew or spiral staircase.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 a curve on a conical or cylindrical surface that would become a straight line if the surface were unrolled into a plane.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an extended spiral chain of atoms in a protein, nucleic acid, or other polymeric molecule.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 a spiral ornament.




5.
 


[Anatomy]

 the rim of the external ear.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the architectural sense ‘spiral ornament’): via Latin from Greek.






hell

 
/hel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place regarded in various religions as a spiritual realm of evil and suffering, often traditionally depicted as a place of perpetual fire beneath the earth where the wicked are punished after death.




2.
 
a state or place of great suffering; an unbearable experience




•
 
I've been through hell




•
 
he made her life hell.














II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express annoyance or surprise or for emphasis




•
 
oh, hell—where will this all end?




•
 
hell, no, we were all married.










2.
 
(
the hell

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 expressing anger, contempt, or disbelief




•
 
who the hell are you?




•
 
the hell you are!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all hell broke loose








‹informal›

 suddenly there was pandemonium.









2.
 
(as) —— as hell








‹informal›

 used for emphasis




•
 
he's as guilty as hell.















3.
 
be hell on








‹informal›

 be very unpleasant or harmful to




•
 
summer can be hell on a man's skin.















4.
 
catch (or get) hell








‹informal›

 be severely reprimanded




•
 
Paul kept his mouth shut and looked apologetic—we got hell.















5.
 
come hell or high water






whatever difficulties may occur.









6.
 
for the hell of it








‹informal›

 just for fun




•
 
she walked on window ledges for the hell of it.















7.
 
—— from hell








‹informal›

 an extremely unpleasant or troublesome instance or example of something




•
 
I've got a hangover from hell.















8.
 
get the hell out (of)








‹informal›

 escape quickly from (a place or situation)




•
 
let's all get the hell out of here.















9.
 
give someone hell








‹informal›

 severely reprimand or make things very unpleasant for someone.









10.
 
go to hell








‹informal›

 used to express angry rejection of someone or something.









11.
 
go to (or through) hell and back






endure an extremely unpleasant or difficult experience.









12.
 
go to hell in a handbasket








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 undergo a rapid process of deterioration.









13.
 
hell for leather






as fast as possible.









14.
 
hell's bells








‹informal›

 an exclamation of annoyance or anger.









15.
 
hell hath no fury like a woman scorned








‹proverb›

 a woman who has been rejected by a man can be ferociously angry and vindictive.









16.
 
a (or one) hell of a ——








‹informal›

 used to emphasize something very bad or great




•
 
it cost us a hell of a lot of money.















17.
 
hell's half acre








(N. Amer.)

 a great distance.









18.
 
hell on wheels






a disastrous situation.









19.
 
like hell

 

‹informal›






a.
 
very fast, much, hard, etc. (used for emphasis)




•
 
it hurts like hell.










b.
 
used in ironic expressions of scorn or disagreement




•
 
like hell, he thought.















20.
 
not a hope in hell






see hope
 .









21.
 
play hell





a.
 


‹informal›

 make a fuss; create havoc.




b.
 
cause damage




•
 
the rough road 
played hell with

 the tires.















22.
 
the road to hell is paved with good intentions








‹proverb›

 promises and plans must be put into action, or else they are useless.









23.
 
there will be hell to pay








‹informal›

 serious trouble will occur as a result of a previous action.









24.
 
to hell






used for emphasis




•
 
damn it to hell.















25.
 
to hell with








‹informal›

 expressing one's scorn or lack of concern for (someone or something)




•
 
to hell with the consequences.















26.
 
until (or till) hell freezes over






for an extremely long time or forever.









27.
 
what the hell








‹informal›

 it doesn't matter.












IV.
 
derivatives





hellward

 
/-wərd /






adverb, adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hel

 , 
hell

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hel

 and German 
Hölle

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘to cover or hide.’





he'll

 
/hēl/






contraction




he shall; he will.













hella

 
/ˈhelə /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
extremely (used for emphasis)




•
 
I was hella mad.














II.
 
determiner




a large amount or number of




•
 
those songs don't get hella airplay




•
 
there would be hella people in the streets.

















– origin

 1980s: probably from helluva
 or hellacious
 .






hellacious

 
/heˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 very great, bad, or overwhelming




•
 
there was this hellacious hailstorm.














II.
 
derivatives





hellaciously






adverb



















– origin

 1930s: from hell
 + -acious
 , perhaps suggested by 
bodacious

 .





Helladic

 
/heˈladik/





I.
 
adjective






[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the Bronze Age cultures of mainland Greece (
c.

 3000–1050 
BC

 ), of which the latest period is equivalent to the Mycenaean age.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
Helladikos

 , from 
Hellas

 , 
Hellad-

 ‘Greece.’





Hellas

 
/ˈheləs/






Greek name for Greece
 .









hellbender

 
/ˈhelˌbendər/






noun




an aquatic giant salamander with grayish skin and a flattened head, native to North America.

[
Cryptobranchus alleganiensis

 , family 
Cryptobranchidae

 .]













hell-bent

 
/helˈbent/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
determined to achieve something at all costs




•
 
why are you 
hell-bent on

 leaving?



















hellcat

 
/ˈhelkat/






noun




a spiteful, violent woman.













hellebore

 
/ˈheləˌbôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poisonous winter-flowering Eurasian plant of the buttercup family, typically having coarse divided leaves and large white, green, or purplish flowers.

[Genus 
Helleborus

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]




2.
 
another term for false hellebore
 .











– origin

 Old English (denoting any of various plants supposed to cure madness), from Old French 
ellebre

 , 
elebore

 or medieval Latin 
eleborus

 , via Latin from Greek 
helleboros

 .





helleborine

 
/ˈheləbəˌrīn, həˈlebərən/





I.
 
noun




a mainly woodland orchid occurring chiefly in north temperate regions.

[Two genera in the family 
Orchidaceae

 : 
Epipactis

 (with greenish or reddish flowers that are sometimes self-fertilized) and 
Cephalanthera

 (with larger white or pink flowers).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: French or Latin, from Greek 
helleborinē

 , a plant like hellebore, from 
helleboros

 ‘hellebore.’






Hellen

 
/ˈhelən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son or brother of Deucalion and ancestor of all the Hellenes or Greeks.










Hellene

 
/ˈhelēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient Greek.




2.
 
a native of modern Greece (chiefly in the title of the now exiled royal family)




•
 
the King of the Hellenes.

















– origin

 from Greek 
Hellēn

 ‘a Greek.’ Compare with Hellen
 .






Hellenic

 
/heˈlenik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
Greek.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 relating to or denoting Iron Age and Classical Greek culture (between Helladic and Hellenistic).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of the Indo-European language family comprising classical and modern Greek.




2.
 
the Greek language.











– origin

 from Greek 
Hellēnikos

 , from 
Hellēn

 (see Hellene
 ).





Hellenism

 
/ˈheləˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the national character or culture of Greece, especially ancient Greece.




2.
 
the study or imitation of ancient Greek culture.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Hellenist

 
/ˈhelənəst /






noun













2.
 
Hellenization

 
/ˌheləniˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
Hellenize

 
/ˈheləˌnīz /






verb













4.
 
Hellenizer

 
/-ˌnīzər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a Greek phrase or idiom): from Greek 
Hellēnismos

 , from 
Hellēnizein

 ‘speak Greek, make Greek,’ from 
Hellēn

 ‘a Greek.’





Hellenistic

 
/ˌheləˈnistik/






adjective




of or relating to Greek history, language, and culture from the death of Alexander the Great to the defeat of Cleopatra and Mark Antony by Octavian in 31 
BC

 . During this period Greek culture flourished, spreading through the Mediterranean and into the Near East and Asia and centering on Alexandria in Egypt and Pergamum in Turkey.













heller

 
/ˈhelər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a former German or Austrian coin of low value.




2.
 
another term for haler
 .











– origin

 from German 
Heller

 , earlier 
haller

 (see haler
 ).





Heller, Joseph

 
/ˈhelər/






(1923–99), US novelist. His experiences in the US Army Air Force during World War II inspired his best-known novel 
Catch-22

 (1961), an absurd black comedy that satirized war and was the source of the expression “catch-22.” He also wrote 
Something Happened

 (1974), 
God Knows

 (1984), 
Picture This

 (1988), and 
Closing Time

 (1994).









Hellerwork

 
/ˈhelərˌwərk/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a system involving deep tissue massage and exercise, designed to help correct posture, improve mobility, relieve pain, etc.











– origin

 1980s: after Joseph 
Heller

 (1940–), its inventor.





Hellespont

 
/ˈheləˌspänt/






the ancient name for the Dardanelles, named after the legendary Helle, who fell into the strait and was drowned while escaping with her brother Phrixus from their stepmother, Ino, on a golden-fleeced ram.









hellfire

 
/ˈhelˌfī(ə)r/






noun




the fire or fires regarded as existing in hell




•
 
threats of hellfire and damnation.



















hellgrammite

 
/ˈhelɡrəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the aquatic larva of a dobsonfly, often used as fishing bait.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





hellhole

 
/ˈhelˌhōl/






noun




an oppressive or unbearable place.













hellhound

 
/ˈhelˌhound/





I.
 
noun




a demon in the form of a dog.











– origin

 Old English: originally referring especially to Cerberus, the watchdog of Hades in Greek mythology.





hellion

 
/ˈhelyən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a rowdy, mischievous, or troublemaking person, especially a child.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
hallion

 ‘a worthless fellow,’ changed by association with hell
 .





hellish

 
/ˈheliSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like hell




•
 
an unearthly, hellish landscape.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely difficult or unpleasant




•
 
it had been a hellish week.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely (used for emphasis)




•
 
it was hellish expensive.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hellishly

 
/ˈheliSHlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a hellishly dull holiday



















2.
 
hellishness






noun





















Hellman, Lillian

 
/ˈhelmən/






(1907–84), US playwright; full name 
Lillian Florence Hellman

 . Her plays, such as 
The Children's Hour

 (1934), 
The Little Foxes

 (1939), and 
Watch on the Rhine

 (1941), often reflected her socialist and feminist concerns. She lived with writer Dashiell Hammett, and both were blacklisted during the McCarthy era.









hello

 
/həˈlō heˈlō /

 
hallo
 , 

‹or chiefly Brit.›

 hullo





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used as a greeting or to begin a telephone conversation




•
 
hello there, Katie!










2.
 


(Brit.)

 used to express surprise




•
 
hello, what's all this then?










3.
 
used as a cry to attract someone's attention




•
 
“Hello below!” he cried.










4.
 
expressing sarcasm or anger




•
 
hello! did you even get what the play was about?














II.
 
noun




an utterance of “hello”; a greeting




•
 
she was getting polite nods and hellos from people.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or shout “hello”; greet someone.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: variant of earlier 
hollo

 ; related to holla
 .





hell-raiser





I.
 
noun




a person who causes trouble by drinking, being violent, or otherwise behaving outrageously.








II.
 
derivatives





hell-raising






adjective, noun





















Hell's Angel

 
/ˌhelz ˈānjəl/






noun




a member of any of a number of gangs (“chapters”) of male motorcycle enthusiasts, first formed in California in the 1950s and originally notorious for lawless behavior.













Hell's Canyon






a chasm in Idaho, cut by the Snake River, that forms the deepest gorge in the US. Flanked by the Seven Devils Mountains, the canyon drops to a depth of 7,900 feet (2,433 m).









hellscape

 
/ˈhelˌskāp/





I.
 
noun




an extremely unpleasant place or scene




•
 
a war-torn hellscape




•
 
the city's postwar high-rise hellscape.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of hell
 and landscape
 .






helluva

 
/ˈheləvə/






nonstandard spelling of a hell of a ——
 (see hell
 ):




•
 
I'm in a helluva mess.















helm1


 
/helm/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the helm

 )


1.
 
a tiller or wheel and any associated equipment for steering a ship or boat




•
 
she stayed at the helm, alert for tankers.










2.
 
a position of leadership




•
 
they are family-run empires whose founders remain 
at the helm

 .










3.
 


[Nautical]

 a helmsman.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steer (a boat or ship).




2.
 
manage the running of




•
 
the magazine he helmed in the late eighties.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 direct (a movie).











– origin

 Old English 
helma

 ; probably related to helve
 .






helm2


 
/helm/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a helmet.








II.
 
derivatives





helmed






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
helm

 and German 
Helm

 , also to helmet
 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘to cover or hide.’





Helmand

 
/ˈhelmənd/





I.
 
the longest river in Afghanistan. Rising in the Hindu Kush, it flows southwest for 700 miles (1,125 km) before emptying into marshland near the Iran–Afghanistan frontier.




II.
 
a province in SW Afghanistan.









helmer

 
/ˈhelmər/






noun






‹informal›

 a film director.














helmet

 
/ˈhelmət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard or padded protective hat, various types of which are worn by soldiers, police officers, firefighters, motorcyclists, athletes, and others.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the arched upper part (galea) of the corolla in some flowers, especially those of the mint and orchid families.




3.
 
(also 
helmet shell

 )
 — a predatory mollusk with a squat heavy shell, living in tropical and temperate seas and preying chiefly on sea urchins.

[Family 
Cassidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





helmeted

 
/ˈhelmədəd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
helme

 , of Germanic origin; related to helm
 2
 .





helmet hair






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a messy or flattened appearance of the hair, produced as a result of wearing and then removing a helmet




•
 
helmet hair can be a source of anguish, which means that too many cyclists ride without protection.










2.
 


‹informal›

 bouffant or bobbed hair that has been made stiff by the use of hairspray or setting lotion




•
 
her helmet hair and prominent hooked nose were glimpsed in the pages of the New York Times Magazine.



















helminth

 
/ˈhelmənTH/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic worm; a fluke, tapeworm, or nematode.








II.
 
derivatives





helminthic

 
/helˈminTHik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
helmins

 , 
helminth-

 ‘intestinal worm.’





helminthiasis

 
/ˌhelmənˈTHīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 infestation with parasitic worms.













helminthology

 
/ˌhelmənˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of parasitic worms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
helminthological

 
/helˌminTHəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
helminthologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Helmont, Jan Baptista van

 
/ˈhelmänt/






(1577–1644), Belgian chemist and physician. He made early studies on the conservation of matter, was the first to distinguish gases, and coined the word 
gas

 .









Helms, Jesse

 
/helmz/






(1921–2008), US politician. Noted for his conservatism, he served as a senator from North Carolina 1973–2003.









helmsman

 
/ˈhelmzmən/






noun




a person who steers a ship or boat.














Héloïse

 
/ˈ(h)eləˌwēz/






(1098–1164), French abbess. She is known for her tragic love affair with the theologian Abelard. She later became abbess of the community of Paraclete.









helot

 
/ˈhelət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a class of serfs in ancient Sparta, intermediate in status between slaves and citizens.




2.
 
a serf or slave.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
helotage

 
/-ˌtij /






noun













2.
 
helotism

 
/-ˌtizəm /






noun













3.
 
helotry

 
/ˈhelətrē /






noun



















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Heilōtes

 (plural), traditionally taken as referring to 
Helos

 , a Laconian town whose inhabitants were enslaved.





help

 
/help/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make it easier for (someone) to do something by offering one's services or resources




•
 
Roger's companion helped him with the rent




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she helped him find a buyer




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the teenager 
helped out

 in the corner store.










2.
 
improve (a situation or problem); be of benefit to




•
 
upbeat comments about prospects helped confidence




•
 
sore throats can be helped by gargling




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
legislation to fit all new cars with catalytic converters will help.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assist (someone) to move in a specified direction




•
 
I helped her up.










4.
 
(
help someone on/off with

 )
 — assist someone to put on or take off (a garment).




5.
 
(
help someone to

 )
 — serve someone with (food or drink)




•
 
she 
helped herself

 to a cookie.










6.
 
(
help oneself

 )
 — take something without permission




•
 
he 
helped himself to

 the wages she had brought home.










7.
 
(
can/could not help

 )
 — cannot or could not avoid




•
 
he could not help laughing




•
 
you 
can't help but

 agree.










8.
 
(
can/could not help oneself

 )
 — cannot or could not stop oneself from acting in a certain way




•
 
she couldn't help herself; she burst into tears.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of helping someone to do something; assistance




•
 
I asked for help from my neighbors




•
 
thank you for your help.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that helps




•
 
he was a great help.










3.
 
a domestic employee.




4.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the help

 )
 — a group of domestic employees working for one employer.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — giving assistance to a computer user in the form of displayed instructions




•
 
a help menu.














III.
 
exclamation




used as an appeal for urgent assistance




•
 
Help! I'm drowning!














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
so help me (God)






used to emphasize that one means what one is saying.









2.
 
there is no help for it






there is no way of avoiding or remedying a situation.















– origin

 Old English 
helpan

 (verb), 
help

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
helpen

 and German 
helfen

 .





help desk

 
/ˈhelp ˌdesk/






noun




a service providing information and support to computer users, especially within a company.













helper

 
/ˈhelpər/






noun




a person who helps someone else




•
 
there was no shortage of willing helpers.




•
 
we rely on volunteer helpers.



















helper cell

 
/ˈhelpər ˌsel /

 
helper T cell






noun






[Physiology]

 a T cell that influences or controls the differentiation or activity of other cells of the immune system.













helpful

 
/ˈhelpfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving or ready to give help




•
 
people are friendly and helpful




•
 
helpful staff.










2.
 
useful




•
 
we find it very helpful to receive comments.














II.
 
derivatives





helpfulness

 
/ˈhelpfəlnəs /






noun





















helpfully

 
/ˈhelpfəlē/






adverb




in a way that provides help




•
 
the movie helpfully provides subtitles




•
 
our readership will helpfully point out any inaccuracies.



















helping

 
/ˈhelpiNG/






noun




a portion of food served to one person




•
 
there will be enough for six to eight helpings




•
 
she asked for a second helping of spinach.



















helping hand

 
/ˈhelpiNG hand/






noun

 — (
a helping hand

 )


1.
 
assistance




•
 
she was always ready to lend a helping hand.



















helpless

 
/ˈhelpləs/






adjective



1.
 
unable to defend oneself or to act without help




•
 
the cubs are born blind and helpless.










2.
 
uncontrollable




•
 
they burst into helpless laughter.



















helplessly

 
/ˈhelpləslē/






adverb



1.
 
with no ability to act or help oneself




•
 
workers watched helplessly as black smoke engulfed the building




•
 
he now lies helplessly in the intensive care unit.










2.
 
in an uncontrollable manner




•
 
they fell about, giggling helplessly.



















helplessness

 
/ˈhelpləsnəs/






noun




inability to defend oneself or to act effectively




•
 
worst of all is the feeling of helplessness.




















helpline

 
/ˈhelpˌlīn/






noun




a telephone service providing help with problems.













Helpmann, Sir Robert

 
/ˈhelpmən/






(1909–86), Australian ballet dancer, choreographer, director, and actor; full name 
Sir Robert Murray Helpmann

 . He began a long partnership with Margot Fonteyn in 1935.









helpmate

 
/ˈhelpˌmāt /

 
helpmeet





I.
 
noun




a helpful companion or partner, especially one's husband or wife.











– origin

 late 17th cent.(as 
helpmeet

 ): from an erroneous reading of Gen. 2:18, 20, where Adam's future wife is described as “an help meet for him” (i.e., a suitable helper for him). The variant 
helpmate

 came into use in the early 18th cent.





Helprin, Mark

 
/ˈhelprən/






(1947–), US journalist and writer. His works of fiction include 
Winter's Tale

 (1983), 
A Soldier of the Great War

 (1991), and 
Memoir from Antproof Case

 (1995).










Helsingborg

 
/ˈhelsiNGˌbôrɡ/






a port in southern Sweden, on the Øresund opposite Elsinore in Denmark; pop. 126,754 (2008).

Swedish name Hälsingborg
 .










Helsingør

 
/ˌhelsiNGˈər/






Danish name of Elsinore
 .









Helsinki

 
/helˈsiNGkē ˈhelsiNGkē/






the capital of Finland, a port in the southern part of the country, on the Gulf of Finland; pop. 579,504 (2009). Swedish name 
Helsingfors

 .









helter-skelter

 
/ˌheltərˈskeltər/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




in disorderly haste or confusion


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
she had blamed her grogginess on a helter-skelter lifestyle




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
hurtling helter-skelter down the pavement.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — disorder; confusion




•
 
the helter-skelter of a school day.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a tall spiral slide winding around a tower at a fair.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adverb): a rhyming jingle of unknown origin, perhaps symbolic of running feet or from Middle English 
skelte

 ‘hasten.’






helve

 
/helv/





I.
 
noun




the handle of a weapon or tool.











– origin

 Old English 
helfe

 , of Germanic origin; related to halter
 .






Helvetia

 
/helˈvēSHə/






Latin name of Switzerland
 .










Helvetian

 
/helˈvēSHən /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
adjective




Swiss.








II.
 
noun




a native of Switzerland.













Helvetic

 
/helˈvedik/






adjective, noun




another term for Helvetian
 .













Helvetii

 
/helˈvēSHēˌī/






plural noun




an ancient Celtic people living in what is now western Switzerland.













hem1


 
/hem/





I.
 
noun




the edge of a piece of cloth or clothing that has been turned under and sewn.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn under and sew the edge of (a piece of cloth or clothing).




2.
 
(
hem someone/something in

 ) (usu. 
be hemmed in

 )
 — surround and restrict the space or movement of




•
 
he was hemmed in by the tables.

















– origin

 Old English, ‘the border of a piece of cloth.’ The verb senses date from the mid 16th cent.






hem2


 
/hem/





I.
 
exclamation




used in writing to indicate a sound made when coughing or clearing the throat to attract someone's attention or express hesitation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make a sound in the throat when hesitating or as a signal.








III.
 
phrases





hem and haw








(N. Amer.)

 hesitate; be indecisive




•
 
I waste a lot of time hemming and hawing before going into action.





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: imitative.





hemagglutination

 
/ˌhēməˌɡlo͞otnˈāSHən /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemagglutination





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 the clumping together of red blood cells.








II.
 
derivatives





hemagglutinate

 
/-ˈɡlo͞otnˌāt /






verb





















hemagglutinin

 
/ˌhēməˈɡlo͞otənən /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemagglutinin






noun






[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 a substance, such as a viral protein, that causes hemagglutination.













hemal

 
/ˈhēməl /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemal





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physiology]

 of or concerning the blood.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 
[Zoology]

 situated on the same side of the body as the heart and major blood vessels (i.e., in chordates, ventral).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
haima

 ‘blood’ + -al
 .





he-man

 
/ˈhē ˌman/






noun






‹informal›

 a well-built, muscular man, especially one who is ostentatiously so.













hemangioma

 
/hēˌmanjēˈōmə /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemangioma






noun






[Medicine]

 a benign tumor of blood vessels, often forming a red birthmark.













hematein

 
/ˌhēməˈtē-in, ˈhēməˌtēn/






noun




a reddish-brown crystalline dye obtained from logwood and used as a stain and indicator.

[Chem. formula C16
 H12
 O6
 .]













hematemesis

 
/ˌhēməˈteməsəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematemesis





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the vomiting of blood.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from hemato-
 ‘of blood’ + Greek 
emesis

 ‘vomiting.’





hematic

 
/hēˈmadik /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematic





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
‹dated›

 of, relating to, or affecting the blood.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
haimatikos

 , from 
haima

 , 
haimat-

 ‘blood.’





hematin

 
/ˈhēməˌtēn /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematin





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a bluish-black compound derived from hemoglobin by removal of the protein part and oxidation of the iron atom.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
haima

 , 
haimat-

 ‘blood’ + -in
 1
 .





hematinic

 
/ˌhēməˈtinik/





I.
 
noun




any substance that tends to increase the amount of hemoglobin in the blood.








II.
 
adjective




tending to increase the amount of hemoglobin in the blood.













hematite

 
/ˈhēməˌtīt /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematite





I.
 
noun




a reddish-black mineral consisting of ferric oxide. It is an important ore of iron.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
haimatitēs (lithos

 ) ‘bloodlike (stone),’ from 
haima

 , 
haimat-

 ‘blood.’






hemato-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 haemato-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the blood




•
 
hematoma.

















– origin

 from Greek 
haima

 , 
haimat-

 ‘blood.’





hematoblast

 
/hiˈmadəˌblast/






noun




an immature blood cell.













hematocele

 
/hēˈmadəˌsēl /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematocele






noun






[Medicine]

 a swelling caused by blood collecting in a body cavity.













hematocrit

 
/hēˈmadəˌkrit /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematocrit





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 the ratio of the volume of red blood cells to the total volume of blood.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 an instrument for measuring this, typically by centrifugation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hemato-
 ‘of blood’ + Greek 
kritēs

 ‘judge.’






hematogenesis

 
/ˌhēmətəˈjenəsis, hiˌmatə-/






noun




another term for hemopoiesis
 .













hematogenous

 
/ˌhēməˈtäjənəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematogenous






adjective






[Medicine]

 originating in or carried by the blood.













hematology

 
/ˌhēməˈtäləjē /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematology





I.
 
noun




the study of the physiology of the blood.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hematologic

 
/-təˈlajik /






adjective













2.
 
hematological

 
/ˌhēmədəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
hematologist

 
/ˌhēməˈtäləjəst /






noun






















hematolysis

 
/ˌhēməˈtäləsəs/






noun




another term for hemolysis
 .













hematoma

 
/ˌhēməˈtōmə /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematoma






noun






[Medicine]

 a solid swelling of clotted blood within the tissues.













hematophagous

 
/ˌhēməˈtäfəɡəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematophagous






adjective




(of an animal, especially an insect or tick) feeding on blood.













hematopoiesis

 
/ˌhēmədōpoiˈēsis /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematopoiesis





I.
 
noun




another term for hemopoiesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hematopoietic

 
/ˌhēmədōˌpoiˈedik /






adjective





















hematoxylin

 
/ˌhēməˈtäksələn /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematoxylin





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless compound present in logwood that is easily converted into blue, red, or purple dyes and is used as a biological stain.

[A phenol; chem. formula: C16
 H14
 O6
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Haematoxylum

 (genus name), from 
haemato-

 , variant of hemato-
 ‘of blood,’ + Greek 
xulon

 ‘wood.’





hematozoon

 
/hiˌmatəˈzōən, ˌhēmətə-/






noun




any parasitic organism that lives in the blood.













hematuria

 
/ˌhēməˈt(y)o͝orēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 haematuria






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of blood in urine.













heme

 
/hēm /

 


‹Brit.›

 haem





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an iron-containing compound of the porphyrin class that forms the nonprotein part of hemoglobin and some other biological molecules.











– origin

 1920s: back-formation from hemoglobin
 .





hemerocallis

 
/ˌhemərōˈkaləs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the daylilies.

[Genus 
Hemerocallis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
hēmerokallis

 ‘a lily that flowers for a day,’ from 
hēmera

 ‘day’ + 
kallos

 ‘beauty.’






hemi-





I.
 
prefix




half




•
 
hemicylindrical




•
 
hemiplegia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hēmi-

 ; related to Latin 
semi-

 .





hemialgia

 
/ˌhemēˈalj(ē)ə/






noun




pain affecting one half of the body.













hemianopsia

 
/ˌhēmēəˈnäpsēə /

 
hemianopia






noun




blindness over half the field of vision.













hemic

 
/ˈhēmik/






adjective




of or relating to the blood or the circulatory system.













hemicellulose

 
/ˌheməˈselyəlōz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of substances that occur as constituents of the cell walls of plants and are polysaccharides of simpler structure than cellulose.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from hemi-
 + cellulose
 .





Hemichordata

 
/ˌheməkôrˈdādä /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of marine invertebrates that comprises the acorn worms.







– origin

 modern Latin (see hemi-
 , Chordata
 ).





hemichordate

 
/ˌhemiˈkôrdāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a marine invertebrate of the phylum 
Hemichordata

 ; an acorn worm.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting hemichordates.













hemicycle

 
/ˈheməˌsīk(ə)l/






noun




a semicircular shape or structure.













hemicylindrical

 
/ˌheməsəˈlindrək(ə)l/






adjective




having the shape of half a cylinder (divided lengthways).














hemidemisemiquaver

 
/ˌhemēˌdemēˈsemēˌkwāvər/






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a note with the time value of half a demisemiquaver; a sixty-fourth note.













hemihedral

 
/ˌheməˈhēdrəl/






adjective






[Crystallography]

 having half the number of planes required for symmetry of the holohedral form.













hemihydrate

 
/ˌhemē ˈhīdrāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline hydrate containing one molecule of water for every two molecules of the compound in question.













hemimetabolous

 
/ˌheməməˈtabələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of an insect) having no pupal stage in the transition from larva to adult.








II.
 
derivatives





hemimetabolic

 
/ˌheməˌmetəˈbälik /






adjective





















hemimorphite

 
/ˌheməˈmôrfīt/






noun




a mineral consisting of hydrated zinc silicate, typically occurring as flat white prisms.













Hemings, Sally

 
/ˈhemiNGz/






(1773–1835), US slave. A slave at Thomas Jefferson's estate, Monticello, she was reported to be his mistress in the 
Richmond Recorder

 1802. More recent evidence has shown that they probably had children together.









Hemingway, Ernest

 
/ˈhemiNGɡˌwā/






(1899–1961), US novelist, short-story writer, and journalist; full name 
Ernest Miller Hemingway

 . He achieved success with 
The Sun Also Rises

 (1926), which reflected the disillusionment of the postwar “lost generation.” In World War II, he joined in the D-Day landings as a war correspondent. Other notable works: 
A Farewell to Arms

 (1929), 
For Whom the Bell Tolls

 (1940), and 
The Old Man and the Sea

 (1952, Pulitzer Prize 1953). Nobel Prize for Literature (1954).









hemiola

 
/ˌhemēˈōlə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a musical figure in which, typically, two groups of three beats are replaced by three groups of two beats, giving the effect of a shift between triple and duple meter.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
hēmiolia

 ‘in the ratio of one and a half to one’ (from 
hēmi-

 ‘half’ + 
holos

 ‘whole’).





hemiparasite

 
/ˌheməˈperəˌsīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant that obtains or may obtain part of its food by parasitism, e.g., mistletoe, which also photosynthesizes.













hemiparesis

 
/ˌheməpəˈrēsəs/






noun




another term for hemiplegia
 .













hemipenis

 
/ˈheməˌpēnəs/






noun






[Zoology]

 each of the paired male reproductive organs in snakes and lizards.














hemiplegia

 
/ˌheməˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 paralysis of one side of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





hemiplegic

 
/ˌheməˈplējik /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hēmiplēgia

 , from 
hemi-

 ‘half’ + 
plēgē

 ‘stroke.’






Hemiptera

 
/həˈmiptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a large order of insects that comprises the true bugs, which include aphids, cicadas, leafhoppers, and many others. They have piercing and sucking mouthparts and incomplete metamorphosis.

See also Heteroptera
 , Homoptera
 .




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
hemiptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Hemiptera

 ; true bugs.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
hēmi-

 ‘half’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing’ (because of the forewing structure, partly hardened at the base and partly membranous).





hemipteran

 
/həˈmiptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




an insect of the order 
Hemiptera

 , such as an aphid, cicada, or leafhopper.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting hemipterans.








III.
 
derivatives





hemipterous

 
/-tərəs /






adjective





















hemisphere

 
/ˈheməˌsfir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a half of a sphere.




2.
 
a half of the earth, usually as divided into northern and southern halves by the equator, or into western and eastern halves by an imaginary line passing through the poles.




3.
 
a half of the celestial sphere.




4.
 
(also 
cerebral hemisphere

 )
 — each of the two parts of the cerebrum (left and right) in the brain of a vertebrate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hemispheric

 
/ˌheməˈsferik /






adjective













2.
 
hemispherical

 
/ˌheməˈsferək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
hemispherically






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘half the celestial sphere, the sky’): from Old French 
emisphere

 , via Latin from Greek 
hēmisphairion

 , from 
hēmi-

 ‘half’ + 
sphaira

 ‘sphere.’





hemistich

 
/ˈheməˌstik/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in Old English verse) a half of a line of verse.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hēmistikhion

 , from 
hēmi-

 ‘half’ + 
stikhos

 ‘row, line of verse.’





Hemkund, Lake

 
/hemˈko͝ond/






a lake in northern India, in the Himalayan foothills, in Uttar Pradesh. It is regarded as holy by the Sikhs.









hemline

 
/ˈhemˌlīn/






noun




the level of the lower edge of a garment such as a skirt, dress, or coat




•
 
a long jacket with a lowered hemline at the back.



















hemlock

 
/ˈhemˌläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a highly poisonous European plant of the parsley family, with a purple-spotted stem, fernlike leaves, small white flowers, and an unpleasant smell.

[
Conium maculatum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]




2.
 
a sedative or poisonous potion obtained from the hemlock plant. Such a potion was said to have been used to poison Socrates.




3.
 
(also 
hemlock fir

 or 
spruce

 )
 — a coniferous North American tree with dark green foliage that is said to smell like hemlock when crushed, grown chiefly for timber and pulp production, and also grown in Europe as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Tsuga

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : several species, in particular 
eastern hemlock

 (
T. canadensis

 ) and 
Carolina hemlock

 (
T. caroliniana

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
hymlice

 , 
hemlic

 , of unknown origin.






hemo-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 haemo-





I.
 
combining form




equivalent to hemato-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
haima

 ‘blood.’





hemochromatosis

 
/ˌhēməˌkrōməˈtōsis /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemochromatosis






noun






[Medicine]

 a hereditary disorder in which iron salts are deposited in the tissues, leading to liver damage, diabetes mellitus, and bronze discoloration of the skin.













hemocoel

 
/ˈhēməˌsēl /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemocoel





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the primary body cavity of most invertebrates, containing circulatory fluid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hemo-
 ‘of blood’ + Greek 
koilos

 ‘hollow, cavity.’





hemocyanin

 
/ˌhēməˈsīənən /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemocyanin





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein containing copper, responsible for transporting oxygen in the blood plasma of arthropods and mollusks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hemo-
 ‘of blood’ + cyan
 + -in
 1
 .





hemocyte

 
/ˈhēməˌsīt/






noun




a blood cell, especially in an invertebrate.













hemocytometer

 
/ˌhēməsīˈtämədər /

 
hemacytometer
 , 

‹Brit.›

 haemocytometer






noun




an instrument for visual counting of the number of cells in a blood sample or other fluid under a microscope.













hemodialysis

 
/ˌhēməˌdīˈaləsəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemodialysis






noun






[Medicine]

 kidney dialysis.













hemodynamic

 
/ˌhēmōdīˈnamik /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemodynamic





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 of or relating to the flow of blood within the organs and tissues of the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hemodynamically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
hemodynamics






noun





















hemoflagellate

 
/ˌhēməˈflajəˌlāt, -lit/






noun




any parasitic flagellate protozoan that lives in the bloodstream.














hemoglobin

 
/ˈhēməˌɡlōbən /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemoglobin





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a red protein responsible for transporting oxygen in the blood of vertebrates. Its molecule comprises four subunits, each containing an iron atom bound to a heme group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: a contracted form of 
hematoglobulin

 , in the same sense.





hemoglobinopathy

 
/ˌhēməˌɡlōbəˈnäpəTHē /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemoglobinopathy






noun






[Medicine]

 a hereditary condition involving an abnormality in the structure of hemoglobin.













hemoglobinuria

 
/ˌhēməˌɡlōbəˈn(y)o͝orēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemoglobinuria






noun






[Medicine]

 excretion of free hemoglobin in the urine.













hemolymph

 
/ˈhēməˌlim(p)f /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemolymph






noun




a fluid equivalent to blood in most invertebrates, occupying the hemocoel.













hemolysin

 
/hiˈmälisin, ˌhēməˈlī-/






noun




a substance in the blood that destroys red blood cells and liberates hemoglobin.














hemolysis

 
/hēˈmäləsəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemolysis






noun




the rupture or destruction of red blood cells.

Also called hematolysis
 .













hemolytic

 
/ˌhēməˈlidik /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemolytic






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or involving the rupture or destruction of red blood cells




•
 
hemolytic anemia.




















hemolytic disease of the newborn






noun






[Medicine]

 a severe form of anemia caused in a fetus or newborn infant by incompatibility with the mother's blood type, typically when the mother is Rhesus negative and produces antibodies that attack Rhesus positive fetal blood through the placenta.

Also called erythroblastosis
 .













hemophilia

 
/ˌhēməˈfilēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemophilia





I.
 
noun




a medical condition in which the ability of the blood to clot is severely reduced, causing the sufferer to bleed severely from even a slight injury. The condition is typically caused by a hereditary lack of a coagulation factor, most often factor VIII.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hemophiliac

 
/ˈˌhēməˈfilēˌak /






noun













2.
 
hemophilic

 
/ˌhēməˈfilik /






adjective






















hemopoiesis

 
/ˌhēməpoiˈēsis /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemopoiesis





I.
 
noun




the production of blood cells and platelets, which occurs in the bone marrow.

Also called hematogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hemopoietic

 
/-poiˈetik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hemo-
 ‘of blood’ + Greek 
poiēsis

 ‘making.’





hemoptysis

 
/hēˈmäptəsəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemoptysis





I.
 
noun




the coughing up of blood.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from hemo-
 ‘of blood’ + Greek 
ptusis

 ‘spitting.’





hemorrhage

 
/ˈhem(ə)rij /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemorrhage





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an escape of blood from a ruptured blood vessel, especially when profuse.




2.
 
a damaging loss of valuable people or resources suffered by an organization, group, or country




•
 
a hemorrhage of highly qualified teachers.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) suffer a hemorrhage




•
 
he had begun hemorrhaging in the night.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — expend (money) in large amounts in a seemingly uncontrollable manner




•
 
the business was hemorrhaging cash.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun): alteration of obsolete 
hemorrhagy

 , via Latin 
haemorrhagia

 from Greek 
haimorrhagia

 , from 
haima

 ‘blood’ + the stem of 
rhēgnunai

 ‘burst.’





hemorrhagic

 
/ˌheməˈrajik /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemorrhagic






adjective




accompanied by or produced by hemorrhage




•
 
a viral hemorrhagic fever




•
 
hemorrhagic colitis.



















hemorrhoid

 
/ˈhem(ə)ˌroid /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemorrhoid





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
hemorrhoids

 )


1.
 
a swollen vein or group of veins in the region of the anus.

Also (collectively) called piles
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hemorrhoidal

 
/ˌhem(ə)ˈroidl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French and Latin from Greek 
haimorrhoides (phlebes

 ) ‘bleeding (veins),’ from 
haima

 ‘blood’ + an element related to 
rhein

 ‘to flow.’





hemostasis

 
/ˌhēməˈstāsəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemostasis





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the stopping of a flow of blood.








II.
 
derivatives





hemostatic

 
/ˌhēməˈstadik /






adjective





















hemostat

 
/ˈhēməˌstat /

 


‹Brit.›

 haemostat






noun






[Medicine]

 an instrument for preventing the flow of blood from an open blood vessel by compression of the vessel.














hemp

 
/hemp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cannabis plant, especially when grown for its fiber.




2.
 
the fiber of the cannabis plant, extracted from the stem and used to make rope, stout fabrics, fiberboard, and paper.




3.
 
used in names of other plants that yield hemplike fiber, e.g., 
Manila hemp

 .




4.
 
marijuana.











– origin

 Old English 
henep

 , 
hænep

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hennep

 and German 
Hanf

 , also to Greek 
kannabis

 .





hemp agrimony






noun




an erect Eurasian plant of the daisy family, resembling a valerian, with clusters of pale purple flowers and hairy stems.

[
Eupatorium cannabinum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













hempen

 
/ˈhempən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
made from hemp fiber




•
 
hempen rope.



















hemp nettle






noun




a nettlelike plant of the mint family, native to Eurasia but introduced elsewhere.

[Genus 
Galeopsis

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, including 
G. tetrahit

 , found in waste areas of southern Canada and the northern US.]













hempseed

 
/ˈhempsēd/






noun




the seed of hemp, particularly as used for fishing bait.













Hempstead

 
/ˈhempsted/





I.
 
a town on western Long Island in southeastern New York State, on the eastern boundary of Queens in New York City, that includes the villages of Hempstead, Rockville Centre, Levittown, and many others; pop. 761,101 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a village on western Long Island in the town of Hempstead; pop. 53,915 (est. 2008).









hemstitch

 
/ˈhemˌstiCH/





I.
 
noun




a decoration used on woven fabric, especially alongside a hem, in which several adjacent threads are pulled out and the crossing threads are tied into bunches, making a row of small openings.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
incorporate a hemstitch in the hem of (a piece of cloth or clothing).













hen

 
/hen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female bird, especially of a domestic fowl.




2.
 
(
hens

 )
 — domestic fowls of either sex.




3.
 
used in names of birds, especially waterbirds of the rail family, e.g., 
moorhen

 .




4.
 
a female lobster, crab, or salmon.








II.
 
phrases





as rare (or scarce) as hen's teeth






extremely rare.















– origin

 Old English 
henn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hen

 and German 
Henne

 .






Henan

 
/həˈnän /

 
Honan






a province in northeastern central China; capital, Zhengzhou.









hen and chickens

 
/ˌhen (ə)n ˈCHikənz/






noun




any of a number of plants producing additional small flower heads or offshoots.

[Several species, esp. the houseleeks (family 
Crassulaceae

 ).]













henbane

 
/ˈhenˌbān/






noun



1.
 
a coarse and poisonous Eurasian plant of the nightshade family, with sticky hairy leaves and an unpleasant smell.

[
Hyoscyamus niger

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]




2.
 
a psychoactive drink prepared from the henbane plant.













henbit

 
/ˈhenbit/





I.
 
noun




a dead-nettle with purple flowers and partly prostrate stems, native to Eurasia, several kinds of which have become widely naturalized in North America.

[Genus 
Lamium

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, in particular 
L. amplexicaule

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently a translation of Low German or Dutch 
hoenderbeet

 .





hence

 
/hens/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
as a consequence; for this reason




•
 
a stiff breeze and hence a high windchill.










2.
 
in the future (used after a period of time)




•
 
two years hence they might say something quite different.










3.
 
(also 
from hence

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 from here




•
 
hence, be gone.

















– origin

 Middle English 
hennes

 (
sense

 3): from earlier 
henne

 (from Old English 
heonan

 , of Germanic origin, related to he
 ) + -s
 3
 (later respelled 
-ce

 to denote the unvoiced sound).





henceforth

 
/ˌhensˈfôrTH /

 
henceforward






adverb




from this time on or from that time on




•
 
the company announced that it would henceforth charge royalties.



















hench

 
/hen(t)SH/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a man) strong, fit, and having well-developed muscles




•
 
there's nothing funnier than seeing a really hench guy walking a tiny dog




•
 
he's looking pretty hench.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: perhaps from henchman
 .






henchman

 
/ˈhen(t)SHmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a faithful follower or political supporter, especially one prepared to engage in crime or dishonest practices by way of service.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 
‹historical›

 a squire or page of honor to a person of rank.











– origin

 Middle English, from Old English 
hengest

 ‘male horse’ + man
 , the original sense being probably ‘groom.’





hencoop

 
/ˈhenˌko͞op/






noun




a cage or pen for keeping poultry in.














hendeca-

 
/ˈˌhenˈˌdekə/





I.
 
combining form




eleven; having eleven




•
 
hendecasyllable.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hendeka

 ‘eleven.’






hendecagon

 
/henˈdekəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with eleven straight sides and angles.








II.
 
derivatives





hendecagonal

 
/ˌhendəˈkaɡənl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from hendeca-
 ‘eleven’ + -gon
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polygon

 .





hendecasyllable

 
/henˈdekəˌsiləbəl henˌdekəˈsiləbəl/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse containing eleven syllables.








II.
 
derivatives





hendecasyllabic

 
/henˌdekəsəˈlabik /






adjective





















Henderson

 
/ˈhendərsən/





I.
 
a city in northwestern Kentucky, on the Ohio River; pop. 27,933 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southeastern Nevada, southeast of Las Vegas; pop. 252,064 (est. 2008).









Henderson, Rickey






(1958–), US baseball player; born 
Rickey Nelson Henley

 . His career stolen bases (1,406), runs scored (2,295), and lead-off home runs (81), as well as his single-season 130 stolen bases are major league records. Baseball Hall of Fame (2009).









Hendersonville

 
/ˈhendərsənˌvil/






a city in north central Tennessee, a northeastern suburb of Nashville; pop. 47,725 (est. 2008).









hendiadys

 
/henˈdīədəs/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 the expression of a single idea by two words connected with “and,” e.g., 
nice and warm

 , when one could be used to modify the other, as in 
nicely warm

 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
hen dia duoin

 ‘one thing by two.’





Hendrix, Jimi

 
/ˈhendriks/






(1942–70), US rock musician; full name 
James Marshall Hendrix

 . Remembered for the flamboyance and originality of his improvisations, he greatly widened the scope of the electric guitar. Notable songs: 
“Purple Haze”

 (1967) and 
“All Along the Watchtower”

 (1968).









henequen

 
/ˈhenək(w)ən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fiber resembling sisal, chiefly used for twine and paper pulp.




2.
 
a Central American agave from which henequen fiber is obtained.

[
Agave fourcroydes

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
jeniquen

 , from a local word.





henge

 
/henj/





I.
 
noun




a prehistoric monument consisting of a circle of stone or wooden uprights.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: back-formation from Stonehenge
 .





henhouse

 
/ˈhenˌhous/






noun




a small shed for keeping poultry in.













Henie, Sonja

 
/ˈhenē/






(1912–69), US figure skater; born in Norway. She won ten consecutive world championships 1927–36 and three Olympic gold medals 1928, 1932, 1936. She starred in movies such as 
One in a Million

 (1936) and 
Sun Valley Serenade

 (1941) and toured professionally with her own ice show until 1952.









Henle's loop

 
/ˌhenlēz ˈlo͞op/






noun




another term for loop of Henle
 .













henley

 
/ˈhenli /

 
Henley





I.
 
noun




a casual top with a scoop neck and a short row of buttons in the center of the neckline.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally a style associated with the Henley Royal Regatta.





Henley

 
/ˈhenlē /

 
Henley Royal Regatta






the oldest rowing regatta in Europe, inaugurated in 1839 at Henley-on-Thames, England, and held annually in the first week in July.









henna

 
/ˈhenə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the powdered leaves of a tropical shrub, used as a dye to color the hair and decorate the body.




2.
 
the Old World shrub that produces henna, with small pink, red, or white flowers.

[
Lawsonia inermis

 , family 
Lythraceae

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dye (hair) with henna.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic 
ḥinnā'

 .





Hennepin, Louis

 
/ˈhenəpən/






(1640–
c.

 1701), French missionary, explorer, and writer. He accompanied La Salle as his chaplain through the Great Lakes in 1679, explored the surrounding territory that included the Mississippi River, and described his discoveries in writing.









henotheism

 
/ˈhenōTHēˌizəm, ˌhenōˈTHē-/





I.
 
noun




adherence to one particular god out of several, especially by a family, tribe, or other group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
heis

 , 
heno-

 ‘one’ + 
theos

 ‘god’ + -ism
 .





hen party

 
/ˈhen ˌpärdē/






noun






‹informal›

 a social gathering of women.













henpeck

 
/ˈhenˌpek/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
henpecked

 )


1.
 
(of a woman) continually criticize and give orders to (her husband or other male partner)




•
 
henpecked husbands.



















Henri, Robert

 
/ˈhenrē/






(1865–1929), US painter. An advocate of realism, he believed that an artist must be a social force. The Ashcan School of painters was formed largely as a result of his influence.









Henrician

 
/henˈriSHēən/






adjective




of or relating to the reign and policies of Henry VIII of England.













henry

 
/ˈhenrē /

 
H





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of inductance, equal to an electromotive force of one volt in a closed circuit with a uniform rate of change of current of one ampere per second.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Joseph 
Henry

 (1797–1878), the American physicist who discovered the phenomenon.






Henry1


 
/ˈhenrē/





I.
 
the name of eight kings of England.




II.
 


Henry I

 (1068–1135), youngest son of William I; reigned 1100–35. He conquered Normandy in 1105.




III.
 


Henry II

 (1133–89), son of Matilda; reigned 1154–89. The first Plantagenet king, he restored order and extended his kingdom.




IV.
 


Henry III

 (1207–72), son of John; reigned 1216–72.




V.
 


Henry IV

 (1367–1413), son of John of Gaunt; reigned 1399–1413; known as 
Henry Bolingbroke

 . He overthrew Richard II, establishing the Lancastrian dynasty.




VI.
 


Henry V

 (1387–1422), son of Henry IV; reigned 1413–22. He renewed the Hundred Years War soon after coming to the throne and defeated the French at Agincourt in 1415.




VII.
 


Henry VI

 (1421–71), son of Henry V; reigned 1422–61 and 1470–71.




VIII.
 


Henry VII

 (1457–1509), the first Tudor king; son of 
Edmund Tudor, Earl of Richmond;

 reigned 1485–1509; known as 
Henry Tudor

 . He defeated Richard III at Bosworth Field and eventually established an unchallenged Tudor dynasty.




IX.
 


Henry VIII

 (1491–1547), son of Henry VII; reigned 1509–47. Henry had six wives (Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, 
Jane Seymour

 , Anne of Cleves, 
Catherine Howard

 , 
Katherine Parr

 ) and three children (Mary I, with Catherine of Aragon; Elizabeth I, with Anne Boleyn; and Edward VI, with Jane Seymour). His first divorce, from Catherine of Aragon, was opposed by the pope, leading to England's break with the Roman Catholic Church.









Henry2


 
/ˈhenrē/






(1394–1460), Portuguese prince; known as 
Henry the Navigator

 . The third son of John I of Portugal, he organized many voyages of exploration, most notably south along the African coast, thus laying the foundation for Portuguese imperial expansion around Africa to East Asia.









Henry3


 
/ˈhenrē/





I.
 
the name of seven kings of the Germans, six of whom were also Holy Roman Emperors.




II.
 


Henry I

 (
c.

 876–936), reigned 919–936; known as 
Henry the Fowler

 . He waged war successfully against the Slavs in Brandenburg, the Magyars, and the Danes.




III.
 


Henry II

 (973–1024), reigned 1002–24; Holy Roman Emperor 1014–24; also known as 
Saint Henry

 .




IV.
 


Henry III

 (1017–56), reigned 1039–56; Holy Roman Emperor 1046–56. He brought stability and prosperity to the empire, defeating the Czechs and fixing the frontier between Austria and Hungary.




V.
 


Henry IV

 (1050–1106), son of Henry III; reigned 1056–1105; Holy Roman Emperor 1084–1105. Increasing conflict with 
Pope Gregory VII

 led Henry to call a council in 1076 to depose the pope, who excommunicated Henry.




VI.
 


Henry V

 (1086–1125), reigned 1099–1125; Holy Roman Emperor 1111–25.




VII.
 


Henry VI

 (1165–97), reigned 1169–97; Holy Roman Emperor 1191–97.




VIII.
 


Henry VII

 (
c.

 1269/74–1313), reigned 1308–13; Holy Roman Emperor 1312–13.









Henry, John






American folk legend, the “steel-driving man” who tried to save railroad laborers' jobs by competing against a steam-powered hammer. He won by driving in more spikes than the machine, but then collapsed and died.









Henry, O.






(1862–1910), US short-story writer; pseudonym of 
William Sydney Porter

 . Jailed for embezzlement in 1898, he started writing in prison. His humorous, ironic stories of everyday life depend on coincidence and twists. Collections of his works include 
Cabbages and Kings

 (1904), 
The Voice of the City

 (1908), and 
Waifs and Strays

 (published posthumously in 1917).









Henry, Patrick






(1736–99), American revolutionary from Virginia. As a member of the Continental Congress 1774–76, he was noted as an orator. He is best remembered for an impassioned speech in which he urged the colonies into readiness with the statement “Give me liberty, or give me death.”









Henry IV






(1553–1610), king of France 1589–1610; known as 
Henry of Navarre

 . Although leader of Huguenot forces in the latter stages of the French Wars of Religion, on succeeding the Catholic 
Henry III

 , he became Catholic himself in order to guarantee peace. He established religious freedom with the Edict of Nantes (1598) and restored order after the prolonged civil war.









Henry's law

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
a law stating that the mass of a dissolved gas in a given volume of solvent at equilibrium is proportional to the partial pressure of the gas.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after William 
Henry

 (1774–1836), English chemist.





Henson, Jim

 
/ˈhensən/






(1936–90), US puppeteer; full name 
James Maury Henson

 . He created the Muppets, which became well known as the principal characters on television's 
Sesame Street

 (1969–) and 
The Muppet Show

 (1976–81), as well as in a number of movies.









Henson, Matthew






(1866–1955), US explorer; full name 
Matthew Alexander Henson

 . He accompanied Robert Peary as his valet when their party became the first to reach the North Pole in 1909. He wrote 
A Negro Explorer at the North Pole

 (1912).









hentai

 
/henˈtī/





I.
 
noun




a subgenre of the Japanese genres of manga and anime, characterized by overtly sexualized characters and sexually explicit images and plots.











– origin

 1990s: Japanese, literally ‘abnormal, perverted.’






hep

 
/hep/






adjective




old-fashioned term for hip
 3
 .













heparin

 
/ˈhepərən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound occurring in the liver and other tissues that inhibits blood coagulation. A sulfur-containing polysaccharide, it is used as an anticoagulant in the treatment of thrombosis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hēpar

 ‘liver’ + -in
 1
 .





heparinize

 
/ˈhepərəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add heparin to (blood or a container about to be filled with blood) to prevent it from coagulating.








II.
 
derivatives





heparinization

 
/ˌhepərənəˈzāSHən /






noun






















hepatic

 
/həˈpadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the liver




•
 
right and left hepatic ducts.














II.
 
noun






[Botany]

 less common term for liverwort
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
hēpatikos

 , from 
hēpar

 , 
hēpat-

 ‘liver.’





hepatica

 
/həˈpadikə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the buttercup family, with anemonelike flowers, native to north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Hepatica

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
hepatica (herba

 ) ‘plant having liver-shaped parts, or one used to treat liver diseases,’ feminine of 
hepaticus

 (see hepatic
 ).





hepatitis

 
/ˌhepəˈtīdəs/





I.
 
noun




a disease characterized by inflammation of the liver.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hēpar

 , 
hēpat-

 ‘liver’ + -itis
 .





hepatitis A






noun




a form of viral hepatitis transmitted in food, causing fever and jaundice.













hepatitis B






noun




a severe form of viral hepatitis transmitted in infected blood, causing fever, debility, and jaundice.













hepatitis C

 
/ˌhepəˈtīdis sē/






noun




a form of viral hepatitis transmitted in infected blood, causing chronic liver disease. It was formerly called non-A, non-B hepatitis.













hepato-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the liver.











– origin

 from Greek 
hēpar

 , 
hēpat-

 ‘liver.’





hepatocyte

 
/ˈhepətəsīt/






noun






[Physiology]

 a liver cell.













hepatoma

 
/ˌhepəˈtōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a cancer of the cells of the liver.













hepatomegaly

 
/ˌhepədōˈmeɡəlē/






noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal enlargement of the liver.













hepatopancreas

 
/ˌhepədōˈpaNGkrēəs/






noun






[Zoology]

 technical term for digestive gland
 .













hepatotoxic

 
/ˌhepədōˈtäksik/





I.
 
adjective




damaging or destructive to liver cells.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hepatotoxicity

 
/-ˌtäkˈsisətē /






noun













2.
 
hepatotoxin

 
/ˌhepədōˈtäks(ə)n /






noun





















Hepburn, Audrey

 
/ˈhepˌbərn/






(1929–93), US actress; born in Belgium; born 
Edda Kathleen van Heemstra Hepburn-Ruston

 . After pursuing a career as a stage and movie actress in Britain, she moved to Hollywood. Notable movies: 
Roman Holiday

 (1953), 
Sabrina

 (1954), 
Breakfast at Tiffany's

 (1961), and 
My Fair Lady

 (1964).









Hepburn, Katharine






(1907–2003), US actress; full name 
Katharine Houghton Hepburn

 . Making her screen debut in 1932, she starred in a wide range of movies, often opposite Spencer Tracy. She won Academy Awards for her lead roles in 
Morning Glory

 (1933), 
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner

 (1967), 
The Lion in Winter

 (1968), and 
On Golden Pond

 (1981).










hepcat

 
/ˈhepkat/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a stylish or fashionable person, especially in the sphere of jazz or popular music.











– origin

 1930s: from hep
 + cat
 1
 .






Hephaestus

 
/hiˈfestəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the god of fire and of craftsmen, son of Zeus and Hera; husband of Aphrodite. He was a divine metalworker who was lame as the result of having interfered in a quarrel between his parents.

Roman equivalent Vulcan
 .









Hepplewhite, George

 
/ˈhepəlˌ(h)wīt/






(died 1786), English cabinetmaker and furniture designer. The posthumously published book of his designs, 
The Cabinetmaker and Upholsterer's Guide

 (1788), contains almost 300 designs.










hepta-





I.
 
combining form




seven; having seven




•
 
heptagon




•
 
heptathlon.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hepta

 ‘seven.’





heptachlor

 
/ˈheptəˌklôr/






noun




a chlorinated hydrocarbon used as an insecticide.

[Chem. formula: C10
 H5
 Cl7
 .]













heptad

 
/ˈhepˌtad/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a group or set of seven.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
heptas

 , 
heptad-

 , from 
hepta

 ‘seven.’





heptagon

 
/ˈheptəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with seven straight sides and angles.








II.
 
derivatives





heptagonal

 
/hepˈtaɡ(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
heptagonon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
heptagonos

 ‘seven-angled.’





heptahedron

 
/ˌheptəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure with seven plane faces.








II.
 
derivatives





heptahedral

 
/-ˈhēdrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from hepta-
 ‘seven’ + -hedron
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polyhedron

 .





heptamerous

 
/hepˈtamərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of seven.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of seven joints or parts.













heptameter

 
/hepˈtamədər/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse consisting of seven metrical feet.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
heptametron

 , from 
hepta-

 ‘seven’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’





heptane

 
/ˈhepˌtān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane series, obtained from petroleum.

[Chem. formula: C7
 H16
 ; several isomers, esp. the straight-chain isomer (
n

 -heptane).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hepta-
 ‘seven’ (denoting seven carbon atoms) + -ane
 2
 .





heptarchy

 
/ˈhepˌtärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a country or region consisting of seven smaller, autonomous regions.




2.
 
government by seven rulers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heptarchic

 
/hepˈtärkik /






adjective













2.
 
heptarchical

 
/hepˈtärkikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from hepta-
 ‘seven’ + Greek 
arkhia

 ‘rule,’ on the pattern of 
tetrarchy

 .





Heptateuch

 
/ˈheptəˌt(y)o͞ok/





I.
 
noun




the first seven books of the Bible (Genesis to Judges) collectively.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
heptateukhos

 , from 
hepta

 ‘seven’ + 
teukhos

 ‘book, volume.’





heptathlon

 
/hepˈtaTHˌlän/





I.
 
noun




a track and field event, in particular one for women, in which each competitor takes part in the same prescribed seven events (100-meter hurdles, high jump, shot put, 200-meter dash, long jump, javelin, and 800-meter run).








II.
 
derivatives





heptathlete

 
/hepˈtaTHlēt /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from hepta-
 ‘seven’ + Greek 
athlon

 ‘contest,’ on the pattern of words such as 
decathlon

 .






heptavalent

 
/ˌheptəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of seven.













heptyl

 
/ˈheptəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting an alkyl radical —Co7
 H15
 , derived from heptane.













Hepworth, Barbara

 
/ˈhepwərTH/






(1903–75), English sculptor; full name 
Dame Jocelyn Barbara Hepworth

 . She worked in wood, stone, and bronze and is noted for her simple monumental works in landscape and architectural settings, including the nine-piece group 
The Family of Man

 (1972).










her

 
/hər/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a female person or animal previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
she knew I hated her




•
 
I told Hannah I would wait for her.







Compare with she
 .




2.
 
referring to a ship, country, or other inanimate thing regarded as female




•
 
the crew tried to sail her through a narrow gap.










3.
 
often used in place of “she” after the verb “to be” and after “than” or “as” to refer to a female person or animal




•
 
it must be her




•
 
he was younger than her.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 herself




•
 
peevishly she flung her on her face.














II.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with a female person or animal previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
Patricia loved her job




•
 
how the mother crane treats her babies.










2.
 
belonging to or associated with a ship, country, or other inanimate thing regarded as female.




3.
 
(
Her

 )
 — used in titles




•
 
Her Royal Highness.

















– origin

 Old English 
hire

 , genitive and dative of 
hīo

 , 
hēo

 ‘she.’ / 
usage:

 On whether 
her

 or 
she

 is the correct pronoun in a comparative construction (“younger than her” or “younger than she”?), see usage at personal pronoun
 and than
 .






Hera

 
/ˈherə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a powerful goddess, the wife and sister of Zeus and the daughter of Cronus and Rhea. She was worshiped as the queen of heaven and as a marriage goddess.

Roman equivalent Juno
 .







– origin

 from Greek 
Hēra

 ‘lady,’ feminine of 
hērōs

 ‘hero,’ perhaps used as a title.






Heracles

 
/ˈherəklēz /

 
Herakles






Greek equivalent of Hercules
 .









Heraclitus

 
/ˌherəˈklīdəs/






(
c.

 500 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. He believed that fire is the origin of all things and that permanence is an illusion, everything being in a process of constant change.










Heraklion

 
/heˈraklēən/






the capital of Crete, a port on the northern coast of the island; pop. 138,100 (est. 2009).

Greek name Iráklion
 .









herald

 
/ˈherəld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official messenger bringing news.




2.
 
a person or thing viewed as a sign that something is about to happen




•
 
they considered the first primroses as the herald of spring.










3.
 


‹historical›

 an official employed to oversee state ceremony, precedence, and the use of armorial bearings, and to make proclamations, carry ceremonial messages, and oversee tournaments.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a sign that (something) is about to happen




•
 
the speech heralded a change in policy.










2.
 
(usu. 
be heralded

 )
 — acclaim




•
 
the band 
has been heralded as

 the industrial supergroup of the '90s.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
herault

 (noun), 
herauder

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





heraldic

 
/həˈraldik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to heraldry.








II.
 
derivatives





heraldically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















heraldry

 
/ˈherəldrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the system by which coats of arms and other armorial bearings are devised, described, and regulated.




2.
 
armorial bearings or other heraldic symbols.




3.
 
colorful ceremony




•
 
all the pomp and heraldry provided a splendid pageant.














II.
 
derivatives





heraldist

 
/ˈherəldist /






noun






















Heralds' College

 
/ˌherəldz ˈkälij/






informal name for College of Arms
 .









Herat

 
/həˈrät, he-/






a city in western Afghanistan; pop. 349,000 (est. 2006).









herb

 
/(h)ərb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any plant with leaves, seeds, or flowers used for flavoring, food, medicine, or perfume




•
 
bundles of dried herbs




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a formal herb garden.










2.
 


[Botany]

 any seed-bearing plant that does not have a woody stem and dies down to the ground after flowering.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
herba

 ‘grass, green crops, herb.’ Although 
herb

 has always been spelled with an 
h

 , pronunciation without it was usual in British English until the 19th cent. and is still standard in the US.





herbaceous

 
/(h)ərˈbāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




of, denoting, or relating to herbs (in the botanical sense).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
herbaceus

 ‘grassy’ (from 
herba

 ‘grass, herb’) + -ous
 .





herbaceous border






noun




a garden border containing herbaceous, typically perennial, flowering plants.













herbaceous perennial






noun




a plant whose growth dies down annually but whose roots or other underground parts survive.













herbage

 
/ˈ(h)ərbij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
herbaceous vegetation.




2.
 
the succulent part of herbaceous vegetation, used as pasture.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the right of pasture on another person's land.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
erbage

 , based on Latin 
herba

 ‘herb, grass, crops.’





herbal

 
/ˈ(h)ərbəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or made from herbs, especially those used in cooking and medicine




•
 
herbal remedies.














II.
 
noun




a book that describes herbs and their culinary and medicinal properties.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun): from medieval Latin 
herbalis

 (adjective), from Latin 
herba

 ‘grass, herb.’





herbalism

 
/ˈ(h)ərbəˌlizəm/






noun




the study or practice of the medicinal and therapeutic use of plants, now especially as a form of alternative medicine.













herbalist

 
/ˈ(h)ərbələst/






noun



1.
 
a practitioner of herbalism.




2.
 
a dealer in medicinal herbs.




3.
 
an early botanical writer.













herbal medicine






noun



1.
 
the study or practice of the medicinal and therapeutic use of plants; herbalism.




2.
 
remedies and medicines made from plants




•
 
traditional doctors prescribe herbal medicine for the prevention and treatment of illness




•
 
treatment with herbal medicines.



















herbarium

 
/ˌ(h)ərˈberēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a systematically arranged collection of dried plants.




2.
 
a room or building housing a collection of dried plants.




3.
 
a box, cabinet, or other receptacle in which dried plants are kept.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
herba

 ‘grass, herb.’





herbary

 
/ˈ(h)ərbərē/






noun






‹archaic›

 an herb garden.













herbed

 
/(h)ərbd/






adjective




(of food) cooked, flavored, or seasoned with herbs.













Herbert, George

 
/ˈhərbərt/






(1593–1633), English metaphysical poet and clergyman. His poems, collected in 
The Temple

 , express a sweet and trusting friendliness with God.









Herbert, Victor

 
/ˈhərbərt/






(1859–1924), US composer, conductor, and cellist; born in Ireland. Among his light operas, or operettas, are 
Babes in Toyland

 (1903) and 
Naughty Marietta

 (1910). He conducted the Pittsburgh Symphony 1889–1904.









herbicide

 
/ˈ(h)ərbəˌsīd/






noun




a substance that is toxic to plants and is used to destroy unwanted vegetation.













herbivore

 
/ˈ(h)ərbəˌvôr/





I.
 
noun




an animal that feeds on plants.








II.
 
derivatives





herbivorous

 
/(h)ərˈbiv(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
herba

 ‘herb’ + 
-vore

 (see -vorous
 ).





herbivory

 
/(h)əˈbivərē/





I.
 
noun




the eating of plants, especially ones that are still living




•
 
in response to herbivory, plants defend themselves with arrays of structural and chemical weapons.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
herbivor(ous)

 + 
-y

 .





herb Paris





I.
 
noun




a European woodland plant of the lily family, with a single unbranched stem bearing a green and purple flower above four leaves.

[
Paris quadrifolia

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Trilliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 translating medieval Latin 
herba paris

 , probably literally ‘herb of a pair,’ referring to the resemblance of the four leaves to a true-love knot.





herb Robert

 
/ˈˌ(h)ərb ˈräbərt/





I.
 
noun




a common cranesbill with pungent-smelling red-stemmed leaves and pink flowers, native to north temperate regions.

[
Geranium robertianum

 , family 
Geraniaceae

 .]











– origin

 translating medieval Latin 
herba Roberti

 , variously supposed to refer to 
Robert

 Duke of Normandy, St. 
Robert

 , or St. Rupert.





herby

 
/ˈ(h)ərbē/






adjective




(of food or drink) containing or tasting or smelling of herbs.













Herculaneum

 
/ˌhərkyəˈlānēəm/






an ancient Roman town, near Naples, on the lower slopes of Mount Vesuvius. The volcano's eruption in 
AD

 79 buried it, along with Pompeii, deeply under volcanic ash and thus largely preserved it until its accidental rediscovery by a well-digger in 1709.









Herculean

 
/ˌhərkyəˈlēən hərˈkyo͞olēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
requiring great strength or effort




•
 
a Herculean task.










2.
 
(of a person) muscular and strong.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to Hercules’): from Latin 
Herculeus

 ‘Hercules’ + -an
 .






Hercules

 
/ˈhərkyəˌlēz/





I.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a hero of superhuman strength and courage who performed twelve immense tasks or “labors” imposed on him and who after death was ranked among the gods.

Greek name Heracles
 .




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Hercules

 )
 — a man of exceptional strength or size.




III.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large northern constellation, said to represent the kneeling figure of Hercules. It contains the brightest globular cluster in the northern hemisphere, but no bright stars.




IV.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Herculis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Herculis.













– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
Hēraklēs

 .





Hercules beetle






noun




a large tropical American rhinoceros beetle, the male of which has two long curved horns extending from the head and one from the thorax.

[Genus 
Dynastes

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 : several species, including the 
eastern Hercules beetle

 (
D. tityus

 ) of the southeastern US.]














Hercules-club






noun




either of two tall prickly shrubs or small trees of the US.

[● the 
southern prickly-ash

 (
Zanthoxylum clava-herculis

 , family 
Rutaceae

 ), a tree of the rue family with knobby, corky protrusions on its trunk. ● the 
devil's walking stick

 (
Aralia spinosa

 , family 
Araliaceae

 ), a tree of the ginseng family, with large leaves and black berries. Also called angelica tree
 .]














Hercynian

 
/hərˈsinēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a prolonged mountain-forming period (orogeny) in western Europe, eastern North America, and the Andes in the Upper Paleozoic era, especially the Carboniferous and Permian periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Hercynian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Hercynian orogeny.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Hercynia silva

 ; originally used by the ancient writers to designate an area of forested mountains in central Germany; later (from the late 19th cent.) applied in geology to the Harz Mountains formed in the Hercynian period.






herd

 
/hərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large group of animals, especially hoofed mammals, that live, feed, or migrate together or are kept together as livestock




•
 


a herd of

 elephants




•
 
large farms with big dairy herds.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a large group of people, typically with a shared characteristic




•
 
I dodged 
herds of

 joggers and cyclists




•
 
he is not of 
the common herd

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (with reference to a group of people or animals) move in a particular direction


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Nick herded me through the baggage claim and into his Jaguar




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we all herded into a storage room.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — keep or look after (livestock)




•
 
Hunter and Tripp herded sheep.

















– origin

 Old English 
heord

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Herde

 .





herdboy

 
/ˈhərdboi/






noun




a boy who looks after a herd of livestock.













herder

 
/ˈhərdər/






noun




a person who looks after a herd of livestock or makes a living from keeping livestock, especially in open country.













herd immunity






noun




the resistance to the spread of a contagious disease within a population that results if a sufficiently high proportion of individuals are immune to the disease, especially through vaccination




•
 
the level of vaccination needed to achieve herd immunity varies by disease but ranges from 83 to 94 percent.



















herd instinct






noun




an inclination in people or animals to behave or think like the majority.













herdsman

 
/ˈhərdzmən/






noun



1.
 
the owner or keeper of a herd of domesticated animals.




2.
 
(
the Herdsman

 )
 — the constellation Boötes.














here

 
/hir/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in, at, or to this place or position




•
 
they have lived here most of their lives




•
 
come here and let me look at them




•
 [after 
prep.

 ]
 
I'm getting out of here




•
 
it's too hot in here.










2.
 
used when pointing or gesturing to indicate the place in mind




•
 
sign here




•
 
I have here a letter from the chief of police.










3.
 
used to draw attention to someone or something that has just arrived




•
 


here's

 my brother




•
 


here comes

 the bus.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — used to indicate one's role in a particular situation




•
 
I'm here to help you




•
 
we're not here to mess around.










5.
 
used to refer to existence in the world in general




•
 
what are we all doing here?










6.
 
(usu. 
here is/are

 )
 — used when introducing something or someone




•
 
here's a dish that is simple and quick to make




•
 
here's what you have to do.










7.
 
used when giving something to someone




•
 
here's the money I promised you




•
 
here is my address.










8.
 
used when indicating a time, point, or situation that has arrived or is happening




•
 
here is your opportunity




•
 
here comes summer




•
 
here we encounter the main problem.














II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to attract someone's attention




•
 
here, let me hold it.










2.
 
indicating one's presence in a roll call.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
here and now






at this very moment; at the present time




•
 
we're going to settle this here and now




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
our obsession with 
the here and now

 .















2.
 
here and there






in various places




•
 
small bushes scattered here and there.















3.
 
here goes






an expression indicating that one is about to start something difficult or exciting.









4.
 
here's to someone/something






used to wish health or success before drinking




•
 
here's to us!




•
 
here's to your safe arrival.















5.
 
here today, gone tomorrow






soon over or forgotten; short-lived.









6.
 
here we are






said on arrival at one's destination.









7.
 
here we go again






said to indicate that the same events, typically undesirable ones, are recurring.









8.
 
neither here nor there






of no importance or relevance.















– origin

 Old English 
hēr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
hier

 , also to he
 .





hereabouts

 
/ˈhirəˌbouts /

 
hereabout






adverb




near this place




•
 
there is little natural water hereabouts.



















hereafter

 
/hirˈaftər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹formal›

 from now on




•
 
nothing I say hereafter is intended to relate to the second decision.










2.
 


‹formal›

 at some time in the future




•
 
this court is in no way prejudging any such defense which may hereafter be raised.










3.
 


‹formal›

 after death




•
 
a sermon about hope of life hereafter.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the hereafter

 )


1.
 
life after death




•
 
suffering is part of our preparation for the hereafter.



















hereat

 
/hirˈat/






adverb






‹archaic›

 as a result of this




•
 
greatly distressed hereat, they declared themselves to deserve a fine.



















hereby

 
/ˌhirˈbī ˈhirˌbī/






adverb






‹formal›

 as a result of this document or utterance




•
 
the Port Authority hereby solicits proposals from developers.



















hereditable

 
/həˈredədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




less common term for heritable
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
hereditabilis

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
hereditare

 ‘inherit,’ from Latin 
heres

 , 
hered-

 ‘heir.’





hereditament

 
/ˌherəˈdidəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 any item of property, either a 
corporeal hereditament

 (such as land or a building) or an 
incorporeal hereditament

 (such as a rent or a right of way).




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 an item of inheritance.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
hereditamentum

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
hereditare

 ‘inherit,’ from Latin 
heres

 , 
hered-

 ‘heir.’





hereditarian

 
/həˌredəˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the theory that heredity is the primary influence on human behavior, intelligence, or other characteristics.








II.
 
noun




an advocate of a hereditarian view.








III.
 
derivatives





hereditarianism

 
/-əˌnizəm /






noun






















hereditary

 
/həˈredəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a title, office, or right) conferred by or based on inheritance




•
 
members of the ancient Polish aristocracy who had hereditary right to elect the king.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) holding a position by inheritance




•
 
I am the hereditary chief of the Piscataway people.










3.
 
(of a characteristic or disease) determined by genetic factors and therefore able to be passed on from parents to their offspring or descendants




•
 
cystic fibrosis is our most common fatal hereditary disease.










4.
 
of or relating to inheritance




•
 
a form of hereditary succession and dynastic rule became standard practice.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a set) defined such that every element that has a given relation to a member of the set is also a member of the set.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hereditarily

 
/həˌredəˈterəlē /






adverb













2.
 
hereditariness

 
/həˌredəˈterinəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
hereditarius

 , from 
hereditas

 (see heredity
 ).






heredity

 
/həˈredədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the passing on of physical or mental characteristics genetically from one generation to another




•
 
few scientists dispute that heredity can create a susceptibility to alcoholism.










2.
 
a person's ancestry




•
 
he wears a Cossack tunic to emphasize his Russian heredity.










3.
 
inheritance of title, office, or right




•
 
membership is largely based on heredity.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
hérédité

 , from Latin 
hereditas

 ‘heirship,’ from 
heres

 , 
hered-

 ‘heir.’





Hereford

 
/ˈhərfərd, ˈherə-/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a breed of red and white beef cattle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after 
Hereford

 , England, where it originated.





herein

 
/ˌhirˈin/






adverb



1.
 


‹formal›

 in this document or book




•
 
the author herein recounts his travel adventures.










2.
 


‹formal›

 in this matter; arising from this




•
 
the statues are sensual to the point of erotic and herein lies their interest.



















hereinafter

 
/ˌhirənˈaftər/






adverb






‹formal›

 further on in this document




•
 
grievous bodily harm (hereinafter GBH).



















hereinbefore

 
/ˌhirinbəˈfôr/






adverb






‹formal›

 before this point in this document.













hereof

 
/ˌhirˈəv/






adverb






‹formal›

 of this document




•
 
in accordance with section 17 hereof.



















Herero

 
/həˈrerˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in Namibia, Angola, and Botswana.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Herero.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Herero or their language.











– origin

 a local name, from 
Otshi-Herero

 , the Herero word for the language.





heresiarch

 
/həˈrēzēärk/





I.
 
noun




the founder of a heresy or the leader of a heretical sect.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
hairesiarkhēs

 ‘leader of a sect,’ from 
hairesis

 ‘heretical sect, heresy’ + 
arkhēs

 ‘ruler.’





heresy

 
/ˈherəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
belief or opinion contrary to orthodox religious (especially Christian) doctrine




•
 
Huss was burned for heresy




•
 
the doctrine was denounced as a heresy by the pope.










2.
 
opinion profoundly at odds with what is generally accepted




•
 
cutting capital gains taxes is heresy




•
 
the politician's heresies became the conventional wisdom of the day.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
heresie

 , based on Latin 
haeresis

 , from Greek 
hairesis

 ‘choice’ (in ecclesiastical Greek ‘heretical sect’), from 
haireisthai

 ‘choose.’





heretic

 
/ˈherəˌtik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person believing in or practicing religious heresy.




2.
 
a person holding an opinion at odds with what is generally accepted.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
heretique

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
hairetikos

 ‘able to choose’ (in ecclesiastical Greek, ‘heretical’), from 
haireisthai

 ‘choose.’





heretical

 
/həˈredik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
believing in or practicing religious heresy




•
 
heretical beliefs.




•
 
a heretical theologian.










2.
 
holding an opinion at odds with what is generally accepted




•
 
I feel a bit heretical saying this, but I think the film has too much action.














II.
 
derivatives





heretically






adverb





















hereto

 
/ˌhirˈto͞o/






adverb






‹formal›

 to this matter or document




•
 
the written consent of each of the parties hereto




•
 
hereto is appended an estimate of the cost.



















heretofore

 
/ˌhirdəˈfôr/






adverb






‹formal›

 before now




•
 
diseases that heretofore were usually confined to rural areas.



















hereunder

 
/ˌhirˈəndər/






adverb



1.
 


‹formal›

 as provided for under the terms of this document




•
 
all expenses incurred hereunder by the bank shall be recoverable.










2.
 


‹formal›

 further on in a document.













hereunto

 
/hi(ə)rˈənˌto͞o, ˈhi(ə)rˌənˈto͞o/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 to this document




•
 
signed in the presence of us both who have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses.



















hereupon

 
/ˈhirəˌpän/






adverb




after or as a result of this.













herewith

 
/ˌhirˈwiTH ˌhirˈwiT͟H/






adverb






‹formal›

 with this letter




•
 
I send you herewith fifteen dollars.



















heriot

 
/ˈherēət/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a tribute paid to a lord out of the belongings of a tenant who died, often consisting of a live animal or, originally, military equipment that he had been lent during his lifetime.











– origin

 Old English 
heregeatwa

 , from 
here

 ‘army’ + 
geatwa

 ‘trappings.’






heritable

 
/ˈherədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be inherited, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a characteristic) transmissible from parent to offspring.




3.
 


[Law]

 (of property) capable of being inherited by heirs-at-law.

Compare with movable
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heritability

 
/ˌheritəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
heritably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
heriter

 ‘inherit,’ from ecclesiastical Latin 
hereditare

 , from Latin 
heres

 , 
hered-

 ‘heir.’





heritage

 
/ˈherədij/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
property that is or may be inherited; an inheritance.




2.
 
valued objects and qualities such as cultural traditions, unspoiled countryside, and historic buildings that have been passed down from previous generations




•
 
the richness of our diverse cultural heritage




•
 
a sense of history and heritage.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a traditional brand or product regarded as emblematic of fine craftsmanship




•
 
heritage brands have found a growing cachet among younger customers.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of a plant variety) not hybridized with another; old-fashioned




•
 
heritage roses.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 a special or individual possession; an allotted portion.




6.
 
God's chosen people (the people of Israel, or the Christian Church).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
heritage

 , from 
heriter

 ‘inherit’ (see heritable
 ).





heritor

 
/ˈherədər/





I.
 
noun




a person who inherits.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
heriter

 , based on Latin 
hereditarius

 (see hereditary
 ). The spelling change in the 16th cent. was by association with words ending in -or
 1
 .





herky-jerky

 
/ˌhərkēˈjərkē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 characterized by or moving in sudden stops and starts




•
 
there were no windup toys, no herky-jerky contraptions.

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: reduplication of jerky
 1
 .





herl

 
/hərl/





I.
 
noun




a barb or filament of a feather used in dressing a fishing fly.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently of Germanic origin and related to Middle Low German 
harle

 .






Herlen

 
/hərˈlən/






another name for Kerulen River
 .









herm

 
/hərm/





I.
 
noun




a squared stone pillar with a carved head on top (typically of Hermes), used in ancient Greece as a boundary marker or a signpost.











– origin

 from the Greek name Hermes
 .





Herman, Woody

 
/ˈhərmən/






(1913–87), US jazz clarinetist, saxophonist, and bandleader; full name 
Woodrow Charles Herman

 . From 1936 he led a series of big bands called his "Herds." 
“Ebony Concerto”

 was written for him by Stravinsky and first performed at Carnegie Hall in 1946.









hermaphrodite

 
/hərˈmafrədīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or animal having both male and female sex organs or other sexual characteristics, either abnormally or (in the case of some organisms) as the natural condition.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a plant having stamens and pistils in the same flower.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a person or thing combining opposite qualities or characteristics.








II.
 
adjective




of or denoting a person, animal, or plant having both male and female sex organs or other sexual characteristics




•
 
hermaphrodite creatures in classical sculpture.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hermaphroditic

 
/hərˌmafrəˈdidik /






adjective













2.
 
hermaphroditical

 
/-ˌmafrəˈditikəl /






adjective













3.
 
hermaphroditism

 
/hərˌmafrəˈdīdizəm /

 
hermaphrodism






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
hermaphroditos

 (see Hermaphroditus
 ).





hermaphrodite brig






noun




a two-masted sailing ship with a square-rigged foremast and, on the mainmast, a square topsail above a fore-and-aft gaff mainsail.














Hermaphroditus

 
/hərˌmafrəˈdīdəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a son of Hermes and Aphrodite, with whom the nymph Salmacis fell in love and prayed to be forever united. As a result Hermaphroditus and Salmacis became joined in a single body that retained characteristics of both sexes.









hermeneutic

 
/ˌhərməˈn(y)o͞odik/





I.
 
adjective




concerning interpretation, especially of the Bible or literary texts.








II.
 
noun




a method or theory of interpretation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hermeneutical






adjective













2.
 
hermeneutically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
hermēneutikos

 , from 
hermēneuein

 ‘interpret.’





hermeneutics

 
/ˌhərməˈn(y)o͞odiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, especially of the Bible or literary texts.














Hermes

 
/ˈhərmēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the son of Zeus and Maia, the messenger of the gods, and god of merchants, thieves, and oratory. He was portrayed as a herald equipped for traveling, with broad-brimmed hat, winged shoes, and a winged rod.

Roman equivalent Mercury
 .







– origin

 probably from Greek 
herma

 ‘heap of stones’: from early times he was represented by a carved stock or stone and was identified with Thoth
 .





Hermes Trismegistus

 
/ˌhərmēz ˌtrisməˈjistəs/





I.
 
a legendary figure regarded by Neoplatonists and others as the author of certain works on astrology, magic, and alchemy.







– origin

 Latin, ‘thrice-greatest Hermes,’ in reference to Thoth
 , identified with Hermes
 .





hermetic

 
/hərˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a seal or closure) complete and airtight




•
 
a hermetic seal that ensures perfect waterproofing.










2.
 
insulated or protected from outside influences




•
 
a hermetic society.










3.
 
(also 
Hermetic

 )
 — of or relating to an ancient occult tradition encompassing alchemy, astrology, and theosophy.




4.
 
esoteric; cryptic




•
 
obscure and hermetic poems.














II.
 
derivatives





hermeticism

 
/hərˈmetiˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from modern Latin 
hermeticus

 , from Hermes
 , identified with Thoth
 , regarded as the founder of alchemy and astrology.





hermetically

 
/hərˈmedəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is completely airtight




•
 
hermetically sealed windows help to keep out cold air




•
 
the stopper was hermetically closed.










2.
 
in a way that is insulated or protected from outside influences




•
 
hermetically sealed lives cut off from society




•
 
a hermetically closed society.




















hermit

 
/ˈhərmət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person living in solitude as a religious discipline.




2.
 
any person living in solitude or seeking to do so.




3.
 
a hummingbird found in the shady lower layers of tropical forests, foraging along a regular route.

[
Phaethornis

 and other genera, family 
Trochilidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
derivatives





hermitic

 
/hərˈmitik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hermite

 , from late Latin 
eremita

 , from Greek 
erēmitēs

 , from 
erēmos

 ‘solitary.’





hermitage

 
/ˈhərmədij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dwelling of a hermit, especially when small and remote.




2.
 
(
the Hermitage

 )
 — a major art museum in St. Petersburg, Russia, containing among its collections those begun by Catherine the Great.

[named with reference to the “retreat” in which the empress displayed her treasures to her friends.]




3.
 
(
the Hermitage

 )
 — an estate, the home of Andrew Jackson, in central Tennessee, northeast of Nashville.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
hermite

 (see hermit
 ).





hermit crab

 
/ˈhərmət ˌkrab/






noun




a crab with a soft asymmetrical abdomen that lives in a castoff mollusk shell for protection. In several kinds, the shell becomes covered with sponges, sea anemones, or bryozoans.

[Superfamily 
Paguroidea

 .]













Hermitian

 
/hərˈmiSHən/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 denoting or relating to a matrix in which those pairs of elements that are symmetrically placed with respect to the principal diagonal are complex conjugates.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of Charles 
Hermite

 (1822–1905), French mathematician, + -ian
 .





hermitlike

 
/ˈhərmitˌlīk/






adjective




avoiding the company of other people; solitary




•
 
he has been living a hermitlike existence on the outskirts of town.



















hermit thrush






noun




a small migratory North American thrush, noted for its melodious song.

[
Catharus guttatus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]













Hermosillo

 
/ˌermōˈsēyō/






a city in northwestern Mexico, capital of the state of Sonora; pop. 641,791 (2005).









hernia

 
/ˈhərnēə/





I.
 
noun




a condition in which part of an organ is displaced and protrudes through the wall of the cavity containing it (often involving the intestine at a weak point in the abdominal wall).








II.
 
derivatives





hernial

 
/ˈhərnēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.





herniate

 
/ˈhərnēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
herniated

 )


1.
 
(of an organ) suffer a hernia




•
 
a herniated bowel.














II.
 
derivatives





herniation

 
/hərnēˈāSHən /






noun






















hero

 
/ˈhirō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is admired or idealized for courage, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities




•
 
a war hero.










2.
 
the chief male character in a book, play, or movie, who is typically identified with good qualities, and with whom the reader is expected to sympathize.




3.
 
(in mythology and folklore) a person of superhuman qualities and often semidivine origin, in particular one of those whose exploits and dealings with the gods were the subject of ancient Greek myths and legends.




4.
 
(also 
hero sandwich

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 another term for submarine sandwich
 .











– origin

 Middle English (with mythological reference): via Latin from Greek 
hērōs

 .





Hero1


 
/ˈhirō /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a priestess of Aphrodite at Sestos on the European shore of the Hellespont, whose lover Leander, a youth of Abydos on the opposite shore, swam the strait nightly to visit her. One stormy night he was drowned, and Hero in grief threw herself into the sea.









Hero2


 
/ˈhi(ə)rō, ˈhēˌrō/






(1st century), Greek mathematician and inventor; known as 
Hero of Alexandria

 . He described a number of hydraulic, pneumatic, and other mechanical devices, including elementary applications of the power of steam.









Herod

 
/ˈherəd/





I.
 
the name of four rulers of ancient Palestine.




II.
 


Herod the Great

 (
c.

 74–4 
BC

 ), ruled 37–4 
BC

 . According to the New Testament, Jesus was born during his reign, and he ordered the massacre of the innocents (Matt. 2:16).




III.
 


Herod Antipas

 (22 
BC

 –
c.

 
AD

 40), son of Herod the Great, tetrarch of Galilee and Peraea 4 
BC

 –
AD

 40. He married Herodias and was responsible for the beheading of John the Baptist. According to the New Testament (Luke 23:7), Pilate sent Jesus to be questioned by him before the Crucifixion.




IV.
 


Herod Agrippa I

 (10 
BC

 –
AD

 44), grandson of Herod the Great; king of Judaea 
AD

 41–44. He imprisoned St. Peter and put St. James the Great to death.




V.
 


Herod Agrippa II

 (
AD

 27–
c.

 93), son of Herod Agrippa I; king of various territories in northern Palestine 50–
c.

 93. He presided over the trial of St. Paul (Acts 25:13 ff.).




VI.
 
derivatives





Herodian

 
/həˈrōdēən /






adjective, noun





















Herodotus

 
/heˈrädədəs/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Greek historian. Known as “the Father of History,” he was the first historian to collect his materials systematically, test their accuracy to a certain extent, and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative.









heroic

 
/həˈrōik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the characteristics of a hero or heroine; very brave




•
 
heroic deeds




•
 
a few heroic individuals.










2.
 
of or representing heroes or heroines




•
 
early medieval heroic poetry.










3.
 
(of language or a work of art) grand or grandiose in scale or intention




•
 
one passes under pyramids and obelisks, all on a heroic scale.










4.
 


[Sculpture]

 (of a statue) larger than life-size but less than colossal.








II.
 
noun

 — (
heroics

 )


1.
 
behavior or talk that is bold or dramatic, especially excessively or unexpectedly so




•
 
the makeshift team performed heroics.










2.
 
short for heroic verse
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
heroique

 or Latin 
heroicus

 , from Greek 
hērōikos

 ‘relating to heroes,’ from 
hērōs

 ‘hero.’





heroically

 
/həˈrōəklē/






adverb



1.
 
in an admirably brave or determined manner




•
 
they struggled heroically against tremendous odds




•
 
his brothers all died heroically on the battlefield.










2.
 
on a grand or grandiose scale




•
 
a heroically scaled industrial complex




•
 
heroically proportioned women and muscle-bound men.



















heroic couplet

 
/həˈrōik ˈkəplət/






noun




(in verse) a pair of rhyming iambic pentameters, much used by Chaucer and the poets of the 17th and 18th centuries such as Alexander Pope.














heroic stanza






noun



1.
 
a rhyming quatrain in heroic verse. Also called 
heroic quatrain

 .




2.
 
(in English poetry) a quatrain in iambic pentameter rhyming 
abab

 or 
abba

 .

Compare with elegiac stanza
 .














heroic verse






noun




a type of verse used for epic or heroic subjects, such as the dactylic hexameter, iambic pentameter, or alexandrine. Also called 
heroic meter

 .














heroin

 
/ˈherōən/





I.
 
noun




a highly addictive analgesic drug derived from morphine, often used illicitly as a narcotic producing euphoria.

[Alternative name: 
diacetylmorphine

 ; chem. formula: C17
 H17
 NO(C2
 H3
 O2
 )2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Heroin

 , from Latin 
heros

 ‘hero’ (because of its effects on the user's self-esteem).





heroine

 
/ˈherōən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman admired or idealized for her courage, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities




•
 
she was the heroine of a materialist generation.










2.
 
the chief female character in a book, play, or movie, who is typically identified with good qualities, and with whom the reader is expected to sympathize.




3.
 
(in mythology and folklore) a woman of superhuman qualities and often semidivine origin, in particular one whose dealings with the gods were the subject of ancient Greek myths and legends.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘demigoddess, venerated woman’): from French 
héroïne

 or Latin 
heroina

 , from Greek 
hērōinē

 , feminine of 
hērōs

 ‘hero.’





heroism

 
/ˈherəˌwizəm/





I.
 
noun




great bravery.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
héroïsme

 , from 
héros

 , from Latin 
heros

 (see hero
 ).





heroize

 
/ˈhirōˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat or represent as a hero




•
 
the father is heroized for long forbearance.




















heron

 
/ˈherən/





I.
 
noun




a large fish-eating wading bird with long legs, a long S-shaped neck, and a long pointed bill.

[Family 
Ardeidae

 (the 
heron family

 ): several genera and numerous species, including the 
great blue heron

 (
Ardea herodias

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, of Germanic origin.





heronry

 
/ˈherənrē/






noun




a breeding colony of herons, typically in a group of trees.













Herophilus

 
/həˈräfələs/






(4th–3rd centuries 
BC

 ), Greek anatomist. He is considered the father of human anatomy for his fundamental discoveries concerning the anatomy of the brain, eye, and reproductive organs.









hero's welcome






noun




an enthusiastic welcome for someone who has done something brave or praiseworthy.













hero worship

 
/ˈhērō ˌwərSHəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive admiration for someone.




2.
 
(in ancient Greece) the worship of superhuman heroes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admire (someone) excessively.








III.
 
derivatives





hero-worshiper

 
/ˈhērō ˌwərSHəpər /






noun





















herp

 
/hərp/






noun




short for herptile
 .














herpes

 
/ˈhərpēz/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of viral diseases caused by herpes viruses, affecting the skin (often with blisters) or the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives





herpetic

 
/hərˈpedik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally used also of other skin conditions): via Latin from Greek 
herpēs

 ‘shingles,’ literally ‘creeping,’ from 
herpein

 ‘to creep.’





herpes simplex






noun




a viral infection, caused by a group of herpes viruses, that may produce cold sores, genital inflammation, or conjunctivitis.













herpesvirus

 
/ˈhərpēzˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of DNA viruses causing herpes and other diseases.














herpes zoster

 
/ˌhərpēz ˈzästər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
medical name for shingles
 .




2.
 
a herpesvirus that causes shingles and chickenpox.











– origin

 late Middle English: from herpes
 and Latin 
zoster

 , from Greek 
zōstēr

 ‘girdle, shingles.’





herpetofauna

 
/ˈhərpidōˌfônə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the reptiles and amphibians of a particular region, habitat, or geological period.








II.
 
derivatives





herpetofaunal

 
/-fônəl /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
herpeton

 ‘creeping thing, reptile’ + fauna
 .






herpetology

 
/ˌhərpəˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology concerned with reptiles and amphibians.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
herpetological

 
/-təˈläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
herpetologist

 
/ˌhərpəˈtäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
herpeton

 ‘reptile’ (from 
herpein

 ‘to creep’) + -logy
 .






herptile

 
/ˌhərpˈtīl/





I.
 
noun




a reptile or amphibian.











– origin

 blend of herpetology
 and reptile
 .





Herr

 
/her/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title or form of address used of or to a German-speaking man, corresponding to 
Mr.

 and also used before a rank or occupation




•
 
good morning, Herr Weber




•
 
my trip with the Herr Doktor was postponed.










2.
 
a German man.











– origin

 German, from Old High German 
hērro

 , comparative of 
hēr

 ‘exalted.’





Herrenvolk

 
/ˈherənˌfōk, -ˌfōlk/





I.
 
noun




the German nation as considered by the Nazis to be innately superior to others.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: German, ‘master race,’ from 
Herr

 ‘master’ + 
Volk

 ‘people, folk.’





herring

 
/ˈheriNG/





I.
 
noun




a silvery fish that is most abundant in coastal waters and is of great commercial importance as a food fish in many parts of the world.

[
Clupea

 and other genera, family 
Clupeidae

 (the 
herring family

 ): several species, in particular (
C. harengus

 ), of the North Atlantic. The herring family also includes the sprats, shads, and pilchards.]











– origin

 Old English 
hǣring

 , 
hēring

 ; related to Dutch 
haring

 and German 
Hering

 .





herringbone

 
/ˈheriNGˌbōn/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an arrangement or design consisting of columns of short parallel lines, with all the lines in one column sloping one way and all the lines in the next column sloping the other way so as to resemble the bones in a fish, used especially in the weave of cloth or the placing of bricks




•
 
a brown wool herringbone jacket.










2.
 
(also 
herringbone stitch

 )
 — a cross-stitch with a pattern resembling herringbone, used in embroidery or for securing an edge.




3.
 


[Skiing]

 a method of ascending a slope by walking forward in alternate steps with each ski angled outward.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — mark with a herringbone pattern.




2.
 
work with a herringbone stitch.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Skiing]

 ascend a slope using the herringbone technique




•
 
we learned how to herringbone up the hills and swoosh down them.



















herring gull

 
/ˈheriNG ˌɡəl/






noun




a gull with gray black-tipped wings, abundant and widespread in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Larus argentatus

 , family 
Laridae

 .]













Herriot, James

 
/ˈherēət/






(1916–1995), English short-story writer and veterinary surgeon; pseudonym of 
James Alfred Wight

 . His experiences as a veterinarian inspired a series of stories including 
All Creatures Great and Small

 (1972).









Herrnhuter

 
/ˈhərnˌho͞odər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Moravian Church.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: German, from 
Herrnhut

 (literally ‘the Lord's keeping’), the name of the first German settlement of the Moravian Church.





hers

 
/hərz/






possessive pronoun




used to refer to a thing or things belonging to or associated with a female person or animal previously mentioned




•
 
his eyes met hers




•
 
the choice was hers




•
 
friends 
of hers

 warned her.



















Herschel, Sir William

 
/ˈhərSHəl/






(1738–1822), English astronomer; born in Germany; full name 
Sir Frederick William Herschel

 . His cataloguing of the skies resulted in the discovery of the planet Uranus.









herself

 
/hərˈself/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a female person or animal previously mentioned as the subject of the clause




•
 
she had to defend herself




•
 
Jo made herself a cup of tea.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — she or her personally (used to emphasize a particular female person or animal mentioned)




•
 
she told me herself.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(not) be herself






see not be oneself
 at be
 .









2.
 
by herself






see by oneself
 at by
 .















– origin

 Old English (see her
 , self
 ).





Hersey, John

 
/ˈhərsē/






(1914–93), US writer; born in China of US missionary parents; full name 
John Richard Hersey

 . Among his works are 
A Bell for Adano

 (1944) and 
Hiroshima

 (1946).









Hershey

 
/ˈhərSHē/






a village in southeastern Pennsylvania, created by chocolate manufacturer Milton Hershey (1857–1945); pop. 12,771 (2000).









herstory

 
/ˈhərstərē/





I.
 
noun




history viewed from a female or specifically feminist perspective.











– origin

 1970s: from her
 + story
 1
 , analogous formation based on the form 
history

 .





hertz

 
/hərts /

 
Hz





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of frequency, equal to one cycle per second.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after H. R. 
Hertz

 (see Hertz, Heinrich Rudolf
 ).






Hertz, Heinrich Rudolf

 
/hərts/






(1857–94), German physicist and pioneer in radio communication. He continued the work of Maxwell on electromagnetic waves and was the first to broadcast and receive radio waves.









Hertzian wave

 
/ˌhərtsēən ˈwāv/






noun




former term for radio wave
 .













Hertzsprung–Russell diagram

 
/ˌhərtsprəNGˈrəsəl ˌdīəɡram/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a two-dimensional graph, devised independently by Ejnar Hertzsprung (1873–1967) and Henry Norris Russell (1877–1957), in which the absolute magnitudes of stars are plotted against their spectral types. Stars are found to occupy only certain regions of such a diagram.













Herut

 
/KHeˈro͞ot, he-/





I.
 
a right-wing Israeli political party founded by Menachem Begin in 1948 from the remains of the Irgun group and one of the parties that combined to form the Likud coalition in 1973.







– origin

 Hebrew, ‘freedom.’





Herzegovina

 
/ˌhərtsəˈɡōvənə, ˌhert-, -ɡōˈvēnə /

 
Hercegovina





I.
 
a region in the Balkans that forms the southern part of Bosnia and Herzegovina and is separated from the Adriatic Sea by part of Croatia. Its chief town is Mostar.




II.
 
derivatives





Herzegovinian

 
/-ɡōˈvinēən, -ɡōˈvēnēən /






adjective, noun





















Herzl, Theodor

 
/ˈhərtsəl/






(1860–1904), Hungarian journalist, playwright, and Zionist leader. The founder of the Zionist movement in 1897, he worked for most of his life as a writer and journalist in Vienna.









he's

 
/hēz (h)iz/






contraction



1.
 
he is




•
 
he's going to speak.










2.
 
he has




•
 
he's given up his job.



















Hesiod

 
/ˈhesēəd/






(
c.

 700 
BC

 ), Greek poet. One of the earliest known Greek poets, he wrote the 
Theogony

 , an epic poem on the genealogies of the gods.









hesitancy

 
/ˈhezidənsē/





I.
 
noun




the quality or state of being hesitant.








II.
 
derivatives





hesitance

 
/ˈhezəd(ə)ns /






noun





















hesitant

 
/ˈhezədənt/





I.
 
adjective




tentative, unsure, or slow in acting or speaking




•
 
clients are hesitant about buying




•
 
her slow, hesitant way of speaking.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
haesitant-

 ‘being undecided,’ from the verb 
haesitare

 (see hesitate
 ).





hesitantly

 
/ˈhezədəntlē/






adverb




in a tentative or unsure manner




•
 
he speaks hesitantly and his voice is shaky




•
 
a young guard hesitantly stepped into the room.




















hesitate

 
/ˈhezəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pause before saying or doing something, especially through uncertainty




•
 
she hesitated, unsure of what to say.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — be reluctant to do something




•
 
he hesitated to spoil the mood by being inquisitive.














II.
 
phrases





he who hesitates is lost








‹proverb›

 delay or vacillation may have unfortunate or disastrous consequences.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hesitater

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun













2.
 
hesitatingly

 
/ˈhezəˌtādiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
haesitat-

 ‘stuck fast, left undecided,’ from the verb 
haesitare

 , from 
haerere

 ‘stick, stay.’





hesitation

 
/ˌhezəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of pausing or hesitating before saying or doing something




•
 
she answered without hesitation.



















Hesperia

 
/heˈspirēə/






a city in southern California, north of San Bernardino; pop. 85,883 (est. 2008).









Hesperian

 
/ˌheˈspirēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 of or concerning the Hesperides.




2.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 
‹literary›

 western.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
hesperius

 (from Greek 
hesperios

 , from 
Hesperia

 ‘land of the west,’ from 
hesperos

 ‘western’ (see Hesperus
 )) + -an
 .






Hesperides

 
/heˈsperəˌdēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a group of nymphs who were guardians, with the aid of a watchful dragon, of a tree of golden apples in a garden located beyond the Atlas Mountains at the western border of Oceanus, the river encircling the world. One of the labors of Hercules was to fetch the golden apples.









hesperidium

 
/ˌhespəˈridēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fruit with sectioned pulp inside a separable rind, e.g., an orange or grapefruit.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: based on 
Hesperideae

 , former name of an order of plants containing citrus fruits, named after the golden apples of the Hesperides (see Hesperides
 ) + -ium
 .






Hesperus

 
/ˈhespərəs/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the planet Venus.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
hesperos

 ‘western,’ (as a noun) ‘the evening star,’ related to Latin 
vesper

 ‘evening (star)’ (see vesper
 ).





Hess, Dame Myra

 
/hes/






(1890–1965), English pianist. She was noted for her performances of the music of Schumann, Beethoven, Mozart, and Bach.









Hess, Rudolf






(1894–1987), German politician, deputy leader of the Nazi Party 1934–41; full name 
Walther Richard Rudolf Hess

 . In 1941, secretly and on his own initiative, he parachuted into Scotland to negotiate peace with Britain. He was imprisoned for the duration of the war and, at the Nuremberg war trials, sentenced to life imprisonment in Spandau prison, Berlin, where he died.









Hess, Victor Francis






(1883–1964), US physicist; born in Austria; born 
Victor Franz Hess

 . He showed that some ionizing radiation (later termed cosmic rays) was extraterrestrial in origin but did not come from the sun. Nobel Prize for Physics (1936), shared with Carl D. Anderson.










Hesse

 
/hes ˈhesə/






a state in western Germany; capital, Wiesbaden. German name 
Hessen

 .









Hesse, Hermann

 
/ˈhesə/






(1877–1962), Swiss novelist and poet, born in Germany. His work reflects his interest in spiritual values as expressed in Eastern religion and his involvement in Jungian analysis. Notable works: 
Siddhartha

 (1922), 
Steppenwolf

 (1927), and 
The Glass Bead Game

 (1943). Nobel Prize for Literature (1946).









hessian

 
/ˈheSHən/





I.
 
noun




a strong, coarse fabric made from hemp or jute, used for sacks.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Hesse

 (see Hesse
 ) + -ian
 .





Hessian

 
/ˈheSHən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German state of Hesse




•
 
the Hessian nobility.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the German state of Hesse




•
 
a rising young Hessian.



















Hessian boot






noun




a high tasseled leather boot, originally worn by Hessian troops.













Hessian fly

 
/ˈheSHən flī/





I.
 
noun




a gall midge whose larvae are a pest of cereal crops, occurring in wheat-growing areas.

[
Mayetiola destructor

 , family 
Cecidomyiidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: so named because it was supposed (erroneously) to have been carried to America by Hessian troops during the American Revolution.





hest

 
/hest/





I.
 
noun




archaic form of behest
 .











– origin

 Old English 
hǣs

 , of Germanic origin; related to hight
 . The spelling change in Middle English was by association with abstract nouns ending in 
-t

 .





Heston, Charlton

 
/ˈhestən/






(1923–2008), US actor and social activist. His movies include 
The Ten Commandments

 (1956), 
Ben–Hur

 (1959), and 
Planet of the Apes

 (1968). He was president of the National Rifle Association (NRA) 1998–2003.









Hesvan

 
/ˈKHeSHvän, ˈhesvən /

 
Chesvan
 , Heshvan





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the second month of the civil and eighth of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of October and November.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
ḥešwān

 .





Hesychast

 
/ˈhesiˌkast/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a movement dedicated to contemplation, originating among the Orthodox monks of Mount Athos in the 14th century.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Greek 
hēsukhastēs

 ‘hermit,’ from 
hēsukhazein

 ‘be still,’ from 
hēsukhos

 ‘still.’





het

 
/het/






adjective, noun






‹informal›

 short for heterosexual
 .













hetaera

 
/həˈtirə /

 
hetaira





I.
 
noun




a courtesan or mistress, especially one in ancient Greece akin to the modern geisha.











– origin

 from Greek 
hetaira

 , feminine of 
hetairos

 ‘companion.’





hetero

 
/ˈhedərō/






adjective, noun






‹informal›

 short for heterosexual
 .














hetero-

 
/ˈhetərō-/





I.
 
combining form




other; different




•
 
heteropolar




•
 
heterosexual.







Often contrasted with homo-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
heteros

 ‘other.’





heteroaromatic

 
/ˌhedərōˌerəˈmadik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 denoting an organic compound with a ring structure that is both heterocyclic and aromatic.













heteroatom

 
/ˌhedərōˈadəm/





I.
 
noun




an atom in the ring of a cyclic compound other than a carbon atom.








II.
 
derivatives





heteroatomic

 
/-əˈtämik /






adjective






















heterocercal

 
/ˌhedərōˈsərk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a fish's tail) having unequal upper and lower lobes, usually with the vertebral column passing into the upper.

Contrasted with diphycercal
 , homocercal
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hetero-
 ‘other’ + Greek 
kerkos

 ‘tail.’





heterochromatic

 
/ˌhedərōkrəˈmadik/






adjective



1.
 
of several different colors or (in physics) wavelengths.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 of or relating to heterochromatin.














heterochromatin

 
/ˌhedərōˈkrōmədin/






noun






[Biology]

 chromosome material of different density from normal (usually greater), in which the activity of the genes is modified or suppressed.

Compare with euchromatin
 .














heterochromosome

 
/ˌhedərōˈkrōməˌsōm/






noun




another term for sex chromosome
 .













heteroclite

 
/ˈhedərəˌklīt /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective




abnormal or irregular.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an abnormal thing or person.




2.
 
an irregularly declined word, especially a Greek or Latin noun.








III.
 
derivatives





heteroclitic

 
/ˌhetərəˈklitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
heteroklitos

 , from 
heteros

 ‘other’ + 
-klitos

 ‘inflected’ (from 
klinein

 ‘to lean, inflect’).





heterocyclic

 
/ˌhedərəˈsīklik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 denoting a compound whose molecule contains a ring of atoms of at least two elements (one of which is generally carbon).













heterocyst

 
/ˈhedərəˌsist/






noun




a large, transparent, thick-walled cell found in the filaments of certain blue-green algae and in certain fungi.













heterodox

 
/ˈhedərəˌdäks/





I.
 
adjective




not conforming with accepted or orthodox standards or beliefs




•
 
heterodox views.














II.
 
derivatives





heterodoxy

 
/ˈhed(ə)rəˌdäksē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally as a noun denoting an unorthodox opinion): via late Latin from Greek 
heterodoxos

 , from 
heteros

 ‘other’ + 
doxa

 ‘opinion.’






heterodyne

 
/ˈhedərəˌdīn /

 

‹Electronics›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the production of a lower frequency from the combination of two almost equal high frequencies, as used in radio transmission.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
combine (a high-frequency signal) with another to produce a lower frequency in this way.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hetero-
 ‘other’ + 
-dyne

 , suffix formed irregularly from Greek 
dunamis

 ‘power.’






heteroecious

 
/ˌhedəˈrēSHəs/






adjective






[Biology]

 parasitic on different and often unrelated species of host at different stages of life.

Compare with homoecious
 .














heterogametic

 
/ˌhedərōɡəˈmedik/






adjective






[Biology]

 denoting the sex that has sex chromosomes that differ in morphology, resulting in two different kinds of gamete, e.g., (in mammals) the male and (in birds) the female.

The opposite of homogametic
 .













heterogamy

 
/ˌhedəˈräɡəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 the alternation of generations, especially between sexual and parthenogenetic generations.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a state in which the flowers of a plant are of two or more types.

Compare with homogamy
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
another term for anisogamy
 .




4.
 
marriage between people from different sociological or educational backgrounds.

Compare with homogamy
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives





heterogamous

 
/-ˈräɡəməs /






adjective





















heterogeneity

 
/ˌhedərəjəˈnēədē ˌhedərəjəˈnāədē/





I.
 
noun




the quality or state of being diverse in character or content




•
 
the genetic heterogeneity of human populations.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
heterogeneitas

 , from 
heterogeneus

 (see heterogeneous
 ) + -ity
 .






heterogeneous

 
/ˌhedərəˈjēnēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
diverse in character or content




•
 
a large and heterogeneous collection.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting a process involving substances in different phases (solid, liquid, or gaseous).




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 incommensurable through being of different kinds, degrees, or dimensions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heterogeneously






adverb













2.
 
heterogeneousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
heterogeneus

 , from Greek 
heterogenēs

 , from 
heteros

 ‘other’ + 
genos

 ‘a kind.’ / 
usage:

 The correct spelling for the word meaning ‘diverse in character or content’ is 
heterogeneous

 , but a fairly common misspelling is 
heterogenous

 . The reason for the error probably relates to the pronunciation, which, in rapid speech, often skims over the fifth syllable as if to skip the 
e

 . Take care to note that 
heterogenous

 is a different word, which is used in specialized medical and biological senses and means ‘originating outside the organism.’





heterogenous

 
/ˌhedəˈräjənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 originating outside the organism




•
 
present in the urine are heterogenous proteins.

















usage:

 See usage at heterogeneous
 .





heteroglossia

 
/ˌhedərōˈɡläsēə/






noun




the presence of two or more voices or expressed viewpoints in a text or other artistic work.













heterograft

 
/ˈhedərōˌɡraft/






noun




another term for xenograft
 .













heterogynous

 
/ˌhedəˈräjənəs/






adjective




having females of two kinds, fertile and neuter, as in bees and ants.













heterologous

 
/ˌhedəˈräləɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 not homologous.








II.
 
derivatives





heterology

 
/-ˈräləjē /






noun





















heterolysis

 
/ˌhetəˈräləsis, -rōˈlīsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the dissolution of cells by lysins or enzymes from different species.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the breakdown of a compound into oppositely charged ions.








II.
 
derivatives





heterolytic






adjective





















heteromerous

 
/ˌhedəˈrämərəs/






adjective






[Biology]

 having or composed of parts that differ in number or position.













heteromorphic

 
/ˌhedərəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 occurring in two or more different forms, especially at different stages in the life cycle.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heteromorph

 
/ˈhetərəˌmôrf /






noun













2.
 
heteromorphy

 
/ˈhetərəˌmôrfē/






noun





















heteromorphism

 
/ˌhedərəˈmôrfizəm/






noun






[Biology]

 the quality or condition of existing in various forms




•
 
chromosomal heteromorphism.



















heteronomous

 
/ˌhedəˈränəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
subject to a law or standard external to itself.




2.
 
(in Kantian moral philosophy) acting in accordance with one's desires rather than reason or moral duty.

Compare with autonomous
 .




3.
 
subject to different laws.








II.
 
derivatives





heteronomy

 
/ˌhedəˈränəmē /






noun





















heteronormative

 
/ˌhedərōˈnôrmədiv/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a world view that promotes heterosexuality as the normal or preferred sexual orientation




•
 
the heteronormative codes of twentieth-century mainstream Western cinema.














II.
 
derivatives





heteronormativity






noun






















heteronym

 
/ˈhedərəˌnim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 each of two or more words that are spelled identically but have different sounds and meanings, such as 
tear

 meaning “rip” and 
tear

 meaning “liquid from the eye.”




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 each of two or more words that are used to refer to the identical thing in different geographical areas of a speech community, such as 
submarine sandwich

 , 
hoagie

 , and 
grinder

 .




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 each of two words having the same meaning but derived from unrelated sources, for example 
preface

 and 
foreword

 .

Contrasted with paronym
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heteronymic

 
/ˌhetərəˈnimik /






adjective













2.
 
heteronymous

 
/ˌhedəˈränəməs /






adjective





















heterophyte

 
/ˈhedərəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that derives its nourishment from other organisms.








II.
 
derivatives





heterophytic

 
/-rōˈfitik /






adjective





















heteroplasty

 
/ˈhedərəˌplastē/





I.
 
noun




the operation of grafting tissue between two individuals of the same or different species.








II.
 
derivatives





heteroplastic

 
/ˈhetərəˈplastik /






adjective





















heteropolar

 
/ˌhedərōˈpōlər/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 characterized by opposite or alternating polarity.




2.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 (especially of an electric motor) with an armature passing north and south magnetic poles alternately.














Heteroptera

 
/ˌhedəˈräptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a group of true bugs in which the forewings are nonuniform, having a thickened base and membranous tip. The predatory and water bugs belong to this group, as well as many plant bugs.

Compare with Homoptera
 . [Suborder 
Heteroptera

 , order 
Hemiptera

 .]




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
heteroptera

 )
 — bugs of the Heteroptera group.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
heteros

 ‘other’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





heteropteran

 
/ˌhedəˈräptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




a bug of the group Heteroptera.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting heteropterans.








III.
 
derivatives





heteropterous

 
/-ˈräptərəs /






adjective





















heterosexism

 
/ˌhedərōˈseksizəm/





I.
 
noun




discrimination or prejudice against homosexuals on the assumption that heterosexuality is the normal sexual orientation.








II.
 
derivatives





heterosexist






adjective






















heterosexual

 
/ˌhedərəˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) sexually attracted to people of the opposite sex.




2.
 
involving or characterized by sexual attraction between people of the opposite sex




•
 
heterosexual relationships.














II.
 
noun




a heterosexual person.








III.
 
derivatives





heterosexually






adverb





















heterosexuality

 
/ˌhedərəˌsekSHəˈwalədē/






noun




sexual attraction to people of the opposite sex.














heterosis

 
/ˌhedəˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 the tendency of a crossbred individual to show qualities superior to those of both parents.

Also called hybrid vigor
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
heterōsis

 ‘alteration,’ from 
heteros

 ‘other.’





heterosporous

 
/ˌhetəˈräspərəs, -ərəˈspôrəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 producing two different kinds of spores.








II.
 
derivatives





heterospory






noun





















heterostyly

 
/ˈhedərəˌstīlē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the condition (e.g., in primroses) of having styles of different lengths relative to the stamens in the flowers of different individual plants, to reduce self-fertilization.








II.
 
derivatives





heterostylous

 
/ˌhetərəˈstīləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hetero-
 ‘different’ + Greek 
stulos

 ‘column’ + -y
 3
 .





heterotic

 
/ˌhedəˈrädik/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to heterosis (hybrid vigor).




2.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to a theory of cosmic strings that combines elements of two earlier models.













heterotransplant

 
/ˌhedərōˈtransplant/






noun




another term for xenograft
 .














heterotroph

 
/ˈhedərəˌträf/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism deriving its nutritional requirements from complex organic substances.

Compare with autotroph
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heterotrophic

 
/ˌhetərəˈträfik, -ˈtrō- /






adjective













2.
 
heterotrophy

 
/ˌhetəˈrätrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hetero-
 ‘other’ + Greek 
trophos

 ‘feeder.’





heterotypic

 
/ˌhedərōˈtipik/






adjective



1.
 
different in form, arrangement, or type.




2.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to the first of the two nuclear divisions of meiosis.













heterozygosis

 
/ˌhedərōzīˈɡōsəs/






noun



1.
 


[Genetics]

 the state of being a heterozygote.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the formation of a zygote through the fusion of genetically different gametes.














heterozygote

 
/hedərəˈzīɡōt/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 an individual having two different alleles of a particular gene or genes, and so giving rise to varying offspring.

Compare with homozygote
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
heterozygosity

 
/-zīˈɡäsitē /






noun













2.
 
heterozygous

 
/ˌhedərōˈzīɡəs /






adjective






















hetman

 
/ˈhetmən/





I.
 
noun




a Polish or Cossack military commander.











– origin

 Polish, probably from German 
Hauptmann

 ‘captain.’





het up

 
/ˌhet ˈəp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 angry and agitated




•
 
her husband is all 
het up about

 something.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from dialect 
het

 ‘heated, hot,’ surviving in Scots.





heuchera

 
/ˈhyo͞okərə/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant with dark green round or heart-shaped leaves and slender stems of tiny flowers.

[Genus 
Heuchera

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 : many species, including the white-flowered 
alpine heuchera

 (
H. glabra

 ) of the Pacific Northwest. See also alumroot
 , coral bells
 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Johann H. von 
Heucher

 (1677–1747), German botanist.





heuriger

 
/ˈhoiriɡər /

 
heurige





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in Austria) wine from the latest harvest.




2.
 
an Austrian establishment where wine from the latest harvest is served.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Austrian German, literally ‘this year's (wine).’





heuristic

 
/hyo͞oˈristik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
enabling a person to discover or learn something for themselves




•
 
a “hands-on” or interactive heuristic approach to learning.










2.
 


[Computing]

 proceeding to a solution by trial and error or by rules that are only loosely defined.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a heuristic process or method.




2.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ] (
heuristics

 )
 — the study and use of heuristic techniques.








III.
 
derivatives





heuristically






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
heuriskein

 ‘find.’





hevea

 
/ˈhēvēə/





I.
 
noun




a South American tree of a genus that comprises the rubber trees.

[Genus 
Hevea

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Quechua 
hyeve

 .





Hevesy, George Charles de

 
/ˈhevəSHē/






(1885–1966), Hungarian radiochemist. He studied radioisotopes and invented the technique of labeling with isotopic tracers. Hevesy was also codiscoverer of the element hafnium in 1923. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1943).










hew

 
/hyo͞o/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — chop or cut (something, especially wood) with an ax, pick, or other tool




•
 
we have finished hauling and hewing timber.










2.
 
(usu. 
be hewn

 )
 — make or shape (something) by cutting or chopping a material such as wood or stone




•
 
a seat 
hewn out of

 a fallen tree trunk.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hew to

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 conform or adhere to




•
 
some artists took photographs that hewed to more traditional ideas of art.

















– origin

 Old English 
hēawan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
houwen

 and German 
hauen

 .





HEW






abbreviation






‹historical›

 (Department of) Health, Education, and Welfare.













hewer

 
/ˈhyo͞oər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a person who cuts wood, stone, or other materials.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a miner who cuts coal from a seam.








II.
 
phrases





hewers of wood and drawers of water








‹dated›

 menial drudges; laborers.

[with biblical allusion to Josh. 9:21.]

















Hewlett, William R.

 
/ˈhyo͞olit/






(1913–2001), US electrical engineer, inventor, and businessman; full name 
William Reddington Hewlett

 . He invented an audio oscillator and with 
David Packard

 (1912–96) cofounded the Hewlett–Packard Company in 1939.









hex1


 
/heks /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cast a spell on; bewitch




•
 
he hexed her with his fingers.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a magic spell; a curse




•
 
a death hex.










2.
 
a witch.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a verb): from Pennsylvania Dutch 
hexe

 (verb), 
Hex

 (noun), from German 
hexen

 (verb), 
Hexe

 (noun).





hex2


 
/heks/






adjective, noun



1.
 
short for hexadecimal
 .




2.
 
short for hexagonal
 .














hexa-

 
hex-





I.
 
combining form




six; having six.











– origin

 from Greek 
hex

 ‘six.’





hexachlorophene

 
/ˌheksəˈklôrəfēn/






noun




a white, odorless compound used as an antibacterial agent. Chem. formula: (C6
 HCl3
 OH)2
 CH2
 .













hexachord

 
/ˈheksəˌkôrd/






noun




a musical scale of six notes with a half step between the third and fourth. An overlapping series of seven such scales starting on G, C, and F formed the basis of medieval music theory.













hexacopter

 
/ˈheksəˌkäptər/






noun




an unmanned helicopter having six rotors




•
 
a video of a hexacopter airlifting a case of lager to an ice-fishing hut.



















hexad

 
/ˈheksad/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a group or set of six.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a series of six numbers): from Greek 
hexas

 , 
hexad-

 , from 
hex

 ‘six.’






hexadecimal

 
/ˌheksəˈdes(ə)məl/





I.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 relating to or using a system of numerical notation that has 16 rather than 10 as its base.








II.
 
derivatives





hexadecimally






adverb





















hexagon

 
/ˈheksəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with six straight sides and angles.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hexagōnon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
hexagōnos

 ‘six-angled.’






hexagonal

 
/hekˈsaɡənəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or pertaining to a hexagon.




2.
 
(of a solid) having a section that is a hexagon; constructed on a base that is a hexagon.




3.
 
designating or pertaining to a crystal system in which three coplanar axes of equal length are separated by 60° and a fourth axis of a different length is at right angles to these.




4.
 
(of a mineral) crystallizing in a hexagonal system.








II.
 
derivatives





hexagonally

 
/hekˈsagənəlē /






adverb





















hexagram

 
/ˈheksəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figure formed of six straight lines, in particular




2.
 
a star-shaped figure formed by two intersecting equilateral triangles.




3.
 
any of a set of sixty-four figures made up of six parallel whole or broken lines, occurring in the ancient Chinese 
I Ching

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hexa-
 ‘six’ + Greek 
gramma

 ‘line.’





hexahedron

 
/ˌheksəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure with six plane faces.








II.
 
derivatives





hexahedral

 
/-drəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
hexaedron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
hexaedros

 ‘six-faced.’





hexamerous

 
/hekˈsamərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of six.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of six joints or parts.













hexameter

 
/hekˈsamədər/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse consisting of six metrical feet, especially of six dactyls.








II.
 
derivatives





hexametric

 
/ˌheksəˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
hexametros

 ‘of six measures’ (from 
hex

 ‘six’ + 
metron

 ‘measure’).





hexane

 
/ˈheksān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane series.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H14
 ; five isomers, esp. the straight-chain isomer (
n

 -hexane).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hexa-
 ‘six’ (denoting six carbon atoms) + -ane
 2
 .





hexapla

 
/ˈheksəplə/





I.
 
noun




a sixfold text in parallel columns, especially of the Old Testament.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally referring to Origen's edition of the Old Testament): from Greek, neuter plural of 
hexaploos

 ‘sixfold,’ from 
hex

 ‘six’ + 
ploos

 ‘-fold.’





hexaploid

 
/ˈheksəˌploid /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) containing six homologous sets of chromosomes.




2.
 
(of an organism or species) composed of hexaploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a hexaploid organism, variety, or species.








III.
 
derivatives





hexaploidy






noun





















hexapod

 
/ˈheksəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 a six-legged arthropod belonging to the class 
Hexapoda

 .




2.
 
a six-legged robot.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
hexapous

 , 
hexapod-

 , from 
hex

 ‘six’ + 
pous

 ‘foot.’






Hexapoda

 
/ˌheksəˈpōdə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a class of six-legged arthropods that comprises the insects. The name is used as another term for 
Insecta

 , especially when the primitive apterygotes are not considered to be true insects.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
hexapous

 , 
hexapod-

 , from 
hex

 ‘six’ + 
pous

 ‘foot.’





hexastyle

 
/ˈheksəˌstīl /

 

‹Architecture›






I.
 
noun




a six-columned portico.








II.
 
adjective




(of a portico) having six columns.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
hexastulos

 , from 
hex

 ‘six’ + 
stulos

 ‘column.’





Hexateuch

 
/ˈheksəˌt(y)o͞ok/





I.
 
noun




the first six books of the Bible (Genesis to Joshua) collectively.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hexa-
 ‘six’ + Greek 
teukhos

 ‘book.’






hexavalent

 
/ˌheksəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of six.













hexose

 
/ˈheksōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the class of simple sugars whose molecules contain six carbon atoms, such as glucose and fructose. They generally have the chemical formula C6
 H12
 O6
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hexa-
 ‘six’ + -ose
 2
 .





hex sign






noun




a design usually in the shape of a star, wheel, or rosette on a circular field. Formerly, hex signs were painted on barns, especially by the Pennsylvania Dutch, and were thought to ward off evil.













hexyl

 
/ˈheksəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting an alkyl radical —Co6
 H13
 , derived from hexane.













hey

 
/hā/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to attract attention, to express surprise, interest, or annoyance, or to elicit agreement




•
 
hey, what's going on here?




•
 
hey, don't I know it!










2.
 


(US)

 used as a friendly greeting




•
 
I just called to say hey.














II.
 
phrases





what the hey








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “what the hell.”















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in Middle English.





heyday

 
/ˈhāˌdā/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
one's heyday

 )


1.
 
the period of a person's or thing's greatest success, popularity, or vigor




•
 
the paper has lost millions of readers since its heyday in 1964.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting good spirits or passion): from archaic 
heyday!

 , an exclamation of joy, surprise, etc.





Heyerdahl, Thor

 
/ˈhāərˌdäl/






(1914–2002), Norwegian anthropologist. He is noted for his ocean voyages in primitive craft to demonstrate his theories of cultural diffusion, the best known of which was that of the balsa raft 
Kon-Tiki

 from Peru to the islands east of Tahiti in 1947. In 1969, he successfully crossed from Morocco to Central America in a papyrus boat (
Ra II

 ).









hey presto

 
/ˌhā ˈprestō/






exclamation






(chiefly Brit.)

 
(Canadian)

 another way of saying presto
 .













Hezbollah

 
/ˌhezbəˈlä ˈhezb(ə)lə /

 
Hizbullah





I.
 
an extremist Shiite Muslim group that has close links with Iran, created after the Iranian revolution of 1979 and active especially in Lebanon.







– origin

 from Arabic 
ḥizbullāh

 ‘Party of God,’ from 
ḥezb

 ‘party’ + 
῾allāh

 (see Allah
 ).





hf






abbreviation




half.













Hf






symbol




the chemical element hafnium.













HF






abbreviation






[Physics]

 high frequency.













HFC






abbreviation




hydrofluorocarbon.













hfs






abbreviation




hyperfine structure.













HFT






noun






[Stock Market]

 short for high-frequency trading
 :




•
 
HFT makes up more than half of all US trading volume.



















hg






abbreviation




hectogram(s).













Hg





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element mercury.











– origin

 abbreviation of modern Latin 
hydrargyrum

 .





HG






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Her or His Grace.













hgb.






abbreviation




hemoglobin.













HGH






abbreviation




human growth hormone.













hgt.






abbreviation




height.













hgwy.






abbreviation




highway.













HH






abbreviation



1.
 


(Brit.)

 Her or His Highness.




2.
 
His Holiness.




3.
 
(used in describing grades of pencil lead) extra hard.













hh.






abbreviation




hands (as a unit of measurement of a horse's height).













hhd






abbreviation




hogshead(s).













HHFA






abbreviation




Housing and Home Finance Agency.














H-hour

 
/ˈāCH ˈˌou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




the time of day at which an attack, landing, or other military operation is scheduled to begin.











– origin

 World War I: from 
H

 (for 
hour

 ) + hour
 .





HHS






abbreviation




Department of Health and Human Services.













hi

 
/hī/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used as a friendly greeting or to attract attention




•
 
“Hi there. How was the flight?”

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in late Middle English.





HI






abbreviation




Hawaii (in official postal use).













Hialeah

 
/ˌhīəˈlēə/






a city in southeastern Florida, northwest of Miami; pop. 210,542 (est. 2008).









hiatus

 
/hīˈādəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a pause or gap in a sequence, series, or process




•
 
there was a brief hiatus in the war with France.










2.
 


[Prosody]

 
[Grammar]

 a break between two vowels coming together but not in the same syllable, as in 
the ear

 and 
cooperate

 .








II.
 
derivatives





hiatal

 
/-ˈātəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a physical gap or opening): from Latin, literally ‘gaping,’ from 
hiare

 ‘gape.’





hiatus hernia

 
hiatal hernia






noun






[Medicine]

 the protrusion of an organ, typically the stomach, through the esophageal opening in the diaphragm.













Hiawatha1


 
/ˌhīəˈwäTHə/






(
fl. c.

 1570), legendary American Indian chief; the name means “He Makes Rivers.” A member of the Mohawk tribe, he is credited with establishing the Five Nations League, an Iroquois confederacy comprising the Onondaga, Mohawk, Oneida, Cayuga, and Seneca tribes. His name was used for the hero of Longfellow's narrative poem 
The Song of Hiawatha.











Hiawatha2


 
/ˌhīəˈwäTHə/






a fictional Chippewa hero who lived on Lake Superior and who was the hero of a narrative poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow called 
The Song of Hiawatha

 (1855).









hiba

 
/ˈhēbə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese conifer with evergreen scalelike leaves that form flattened sprays of foliage, widely planted as an ornamental and yielding durable timber.

[
Thujopsis dolabrata

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]











– origin

 Japanese.





hibachi

 
/həˈbäCHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portable cooking apparatus consisting of a small grill over a brazier.




2.
 
(in Japan) a large earthenware pan or brazier in which charcoal is burned to provide indoor heating.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Japanese 
hibachi

 , 
hi-hachi

 , from 
hi

 ‘fire’ + 
hachi

 ‘bowl, pot.’





hibakusha

 
/ˌhēbəˈko͞oSHə, hēˈbäko͞oˌSHä/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a survivor of either of the atomic explosions at Hiroshima or Nagasaki in 1945.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Japanese, from 
hi

 ‘suffer’ + 
baku

 ‘explosion’ + 
sha

 ‘person.’





Hibbing

 
/ˈhibiNG/






a city in northeastern Minnesota, a mining center in the Mesabi Range; pop. 16,209 (est. 2008).









hibernal

 
/hīˈbərnl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of, characteristic of, or occurring in winter




•
 
hibernal eczema.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
hibernalis

 , from 
hibernus

 ‘wintry.’





hibernate

 
/ˈhībərˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal or plant) spend the winter in a dormant state.




2.
 
(of a person) remain inactive or indoors for an extended period




•
 
the pilots who have been hibernating during the winter months get their gliders out again.














II.
 
derivatives





hibernator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier (mid 17th cent.) as 
hibernation

 ): from Latin 
hibernare

 , from 
hiberna

 ‘winter quarters,’ from 
hibernus

 ‘wintry.’





hibernation

 
/ˌhībərˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the condition or period of an animal or plant spending the winter in a dormant state




•
 
grizzly bears gorge on seeds to prepare for hibernation




•
 
honeybees are waking from their winter hibernation.










2.
 
an extended period of remaining inactive or indoors




•
 
the fair-weather cyclists are emerging from winter hibernation




•
 
we shut down, went into hibernation for a week.




















Hibernian

 
/hīˈbərnēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning Ireland (now chiefly used in names)




•
 
the Royal Hibernian Academy.














II.
 
noun




a native of Ireland (now chiefly used in names)




•
 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians.

















– origin

 from Latin 
Hibernia

 (alteration of 
Iverna

 , from Greek 
I(w)ernē

 , of Celtic origin; related to Irish 
Éire

 , 
Éirinn

 ‘Ireland’: see Éire
 , Erin
 ) + -an
 .





Hibernianism

 
/hīˈbərnēəˌnizəm /

 
Hibernicism






noun




an Irish idiom or expression.













Hiberno-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
Irish; Irish and …




•
 
Hiberno-English.










2.
 
relating to Ireland.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Hibernus

 ‘Irish’; see also Hibernian
 .





hibiscus

 
/hīˈbiskəs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the mallow family, grown in warm climates for its large brightly colored flowers or for products such as fiber or timber.

[Genus 
Hibiscus

 , family 
Malvaceae

 : many species, including the rose mallow.]











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
hibiskos

 , which Dioscorides identified with the marsh mallow.





hic

 
/hik/





I.
 
exclamation




used in writing to express the sound of a hiccup, especially a drunken one.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





hiccup

 
/ˈhikəp /

 
hiccough





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an involuntary spasm of the diaphragm and respiratory organs, with a sudden closure of the glottis and a characteristic sound like that of a cough.




2.
 
(
hiccups

 )
 — an attack of hiccups occurring repeatedly for some time




•
 
he 
got the hiccups

 .










3.
 
a temporary or minor difficulty or setback




•
 
just a little hiccup in our usual wonderful service.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suffer from or make the sound of a hiccup or series of hiccups.








III.
 
derivatives





hiccupy






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative; the form 
hiccough

 arose by association with cough
 .





hic jacet

 
/ˌhik ˈjāsət/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an epitaph.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, ‘here lies,’ the first two words of a Latin epitaph.





hick

 
/hik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who lives in the country, regarded as being unintelligent or provincial




•
 
wondering what a hick from the sticks was doing there




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hick town.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Richard

 .






hickey

 
/ˈhikē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a gadget.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a skin blemish, especially a mark caused by a lover biting or sucking the skin.




3.
 
a blemish in printing, especially an uninked area in a solid, caused by a piece of dirt.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Hickok, James Butler

 
/ˈhikäk/






(1837–76), US frontiersman and marshal; known as 
Wild Bill Hickok

 . The legend of his invincibility became something of a challenge to gunmen, and he was eventually murdered at Deadwood, South Dakota.









hickory

 
/ˈhik(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chiefly North American tree of the walnut family that yields useful timber and typically bears edible nuts.

[Genus 
Carya

 , family 
Juglandaceae

 : several species, including the 
shagbark hickory

 (
C. ovata

 ), with shaggy peeling bark. See also pecan
 , pignut
 .]




2.
 
a stick made of hickory wood.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: abbreviation of 
pohickery

 , the local Virginian name, from Algonquian 
pawcohiccora

 .





Hickory

 
/ˈhik(ə)rē/






a city in west central North Carolina, noted for its furniture industry; pop. 41,305 (est. 2008).









Hicks, Sir John Richard

 
/hiks/






(1904–89), English economist. He did pioneering work on general economic equilibrium, the theory that economic forces tend to balance one another rather than simply reflect cyclical trends. Nobel Prize in Economics (1972), shared with Kenneth J. Arrow.









Hicksville

 
/ˈhiksvil/






a village in central Long Island in New York; pop. 41,260 (2000).









hid

 
/hid/






past of hide
 1
 .









hidalgo

 
/hiˈdälɡō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a gentleman.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Spanish, from 
hijo de algo

 , literally ‘son of something’ (i.e., of an important person).





Hidalgo

 
/hiˈdälˌɡō/






a state in southern Mexico; capital, Pachuca de Soto.










Hidatsa

 
/hēˈdätsä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living on the upper Missouri River in North Dakota.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Hidatsa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hidatsa or their language.











– origin

 a Hidatsa village name.





hidden

 
/ˈhidn/





I.
 
past participle of hide
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective




kept out of sight; concealed




•
 
hidden dangers




•
 
her hidden feelings.














III.
 
derivatives





hiddenness






noun





















hidden agenda






noun




a secret or ulterior motive for something.













hiddenite

 
/ˈhidnˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare green gem variety of spodumene.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after William E. 
Hidden

 (1832–1918), US mineralogist.





hidden reserves






plural noun



1.
 
a company's funds that are not declared on its balance sheet.




2.
 
mental or physical capabilities beyond those normally available to someone




•
 
hidden reserves of power.




















hide1


 
/hīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put or keep out of sight; conceal from the view or notice of others




•
 
he hid the money in the house




•
 
the sacred relic had been 
hidden away

 in a sealed cavern.










2.
 
(of a thing) prevent (someone or something) from being seen




•
 
clouds hid the moon.










3.
 
keep secret or unknown




•
 
Hal could hardly hide his dislike.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — conceal oneself




•
 
Juliet's first instinct was to hide under the blankets




•
 
he had a little money and could 
hide out

 until the end of the month.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hide behind

 )
 — use (someone or something) to protect oneself from criticism or punishment, especially in a way considered cowardly or unethical




•
 
companies and manufacturers with poor security can hide behind the law.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a camouflaged shelter used to get a close view of wildlife.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hide one's head






cover up one's face or keep out of sight, especially from shame.









2.
 
hide one's light under a bushel






keep quiet about one's talents or accomplishments.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 5:15.]












IV.
 
derivatives





hider

 
/ˈhīdər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hȳdan

 .






hide2


 
/hīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the skin of an animal, especially when tanned or dressed.




2.
 
used to refer to a person's ability to withstand criticisms or insults




•
 
“I'm sorry I called you a pig.” “My hide's thick enough; it didn't bother me.”














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hide or hair of someone






[with 
negative

 ]
 — the slightest sight or trace of someone




•
 
I could find neither hide nor hair of him.















2.
 
save someone's hide






see save
 1
 .









3.
 
tan (or whip) someone's hide





a.
 
beat or flog someone.




b.
 
punish someone severely.












III.
 
derivatives





hided






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hȳd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
huid

 and German 
Haut

 .






hide3


 
/hīd/





I.
 
noun




a former measure of land used in England, typically equal to between 60 and 120 acres, being the amount that would support a family and its dependents.











– origin

 Old English 
hīd

 , 
hīgid

 , from the base of 
hīgan

 , 
hīwan

 ‘household members,’ of Germanic origin.





hide-and-go-seek






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a children's game in which one or more players hide and the other or others have to look for them; hide-and-seek




•
 
my earliest memories are of playing hide-and-go-seek in my grandmother's basement.



















hide-and-seek






noun




a children's game in which one or more players hide and the other or others have to look for them.













hideaway

 
/ˈhīdəˌwā/





I.
 
noun




a place used as a retreat or a hiding place




•
 
an intimate hideaway overlooking the bay.














II.
 
adjective




designed to be concealed when not in use




•
 
a hideaway bed.



















hidebound

 
/ˈhīdˌbound/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling or unable to change because of tradition or convention




•
 
you are hidebound by your petty laws.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a condition of cattle): from hide
 2
 + bound
 4
 . The earliest sense of the adjective (of cattle) was extended to emaciated human beings, and then applied figuratively in the sense ‘narrow, cramped, or bigoted in outlook.’





hideous

 
/ˈhidēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ugly or disgusting to look at




•
 
his smile made him look more hideous than ever.










2.
 
extremely unpleasant




•
 
the whole hideous story.














II.
 
derivatives





hideousness

 
/ˈhidēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hidos

 , 
hideus

 , from 
hide

 , 
hisde

 ‘fear,’ of unknown origin.





hideously

 
/ˈhidēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in an extremely ugly manner




•
 
his face was hideously disfigured




•
 
the buildings were painted hideously.










2.
 
in an extremely unpleasant manner




•
 
he treated her hideously




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he felt hideously embarrassed.



















hideout

 
/ˈhīdˌout/






noun




a hiding place, especially one used by someone who has broken the law.













hidey-hole

 
/ˈhīdē ˌhōl/






noun






‹informal›

 a place for hiding something or oneself in, especially as a retreat from other people.













hiding1


 
/ˈhīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a physical beating




•
 
they took off after him, caught him, and gave him a hiding.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a severe defeat




•
 
if they'd played badly, they would have expected a hiding.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from hide
 2
 + -ing
 1
 .





hiding2


 
/ˈhīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of concealing someone or something.




2.
 
the state of being hidden




•
 
the shipowner had gone 
into hiding

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from hide
 1
 + -ing
 1
 .





hiding place

 
//






noun




a place for concealing someone or something.













hidrosis

 
/hiˈdrōsəs, hī-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 sweating.








II.
 
derivatives





hidrotic

 
/hiˈdrätik, hī- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hidrōsis

 , from 
hidrōs

 ‘sweat.’






hie

 
/hī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go quickly




•
 
I hied down to New Orleans




•
 
I 
hied myself

 to a screenwriters' conference.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
hīgian

 ‘strive, pant,’ of unknown origin.






hierarch

 
/ˈhī(ə)ˌrärk/





I.
 
noun




a chief priest, archbishop, or other leader.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
hierarkhēs

 , from 
hieros

 ‘sacred’ + 
arkhēs

 ‘ruler.’





hierarchical

 
/ˌhī(ə)ˈrärkək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of a hierarchy; arranged in order of rank




•
 
the hierarchical bureaucracy of a local authority.














II.
 
derivatives





hierarchically

 
/ˌhīˈrärkək(ə)lē /






adverb





















hierarchy

 
/ˈhī(ə)ˌrärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system or organization in which people or groups are ranked one above the other according to status or authority.




2.
 
(
the hierarchy

 )
 — the upper echelons of a hierarchical system; those in authority




•
 
the magazine was read quite widely even by some of the hierarchy.










3.
 
an arrangement or classification of things according to relative importance or inclusiveness




•
 
a taxonomic hierarchy of phyla, classes, orders, families, genera, and species.










4.
 
(
the hierarchy

 )
 — the clergy of the Catholic or Episcopal Church; the religious authorities.




5.
 


[Theology]

 the traditional system of orders of angels and other heavenly beings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hierarchic

 
/ˌhīˈrärkik /






adjective













2.
 
hierarchization

 
/ˌhīˌrärkəˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
hierarchize

 
/-ˌkīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French and medieval Latin from Greek 
hierarkhia

 , from 
hierarkhēs

 ‘sacred ruler’ (see hierarch
 ). The earliest sense was ‘system of orders of angels and heavenly beings’; the other senses date from the 17th cent.






hieratic

 
/ˌhī(ə)ˈradik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning priests




•
 
he raised both his arms in an outlandish hieratic gesture.










2.
 
of or in the ancient Egyptian writing of abridged hieroglyphics used by priests.

Compare with demotic
 .




3.
 
of or concerning Egyptian or Greek styles of art adhering to early methods as laid down by religious tradition.








II.
 
derivatives





hieratically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (earlier as 
hieratical

 ): via Latin from Greek 
hieratikos

 , from 
hierasthai

 ‘be a priest,’ from 
hiereus

 ‘priest,’ 
hieros

 ‘sacred.’





hiero-





I.
 
combining form




sacred; holy.











– origin

 from Greek 
hieros

 ‘sacred.’





hierocracy

 
/ˌhī(ə)ˈräkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rule by priests.




2.
 
a ruling body composed of priests.








II.
 
derivatives





hierocratic

 
/ˌhī(ə)rəˈkratik /






adjective





















hieroglyph

 
/ˈhī(ə)rəˌɡlif/





I.
 
noun




a stylized picture of an object representing a word, syllable, or sound, as found in ancient Egyptian and other writing systems.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: back-formation from hieroglyphic
 .






hieroglyphic

 
/ˌhī(ə)rəˈɡlifik/





I.
 
noun

 — (
hieroglyphics

 )


1.
 
writing consisting of hieroglyphs.




2.
 
enigmatic or incomprehensible symbols or writing




•
 
tattered notebooks filled with illegible hieroglyphics.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or written in hieroglyphs.




2.
 
(especially in art) stylized, symbolic, or enigmatic in effect.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hieroglyphical

 
/ˌhīrəˈɡlifək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
hieroglyphically






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
hiéroglyphique

 , from Greek 
hierogluphikos

 , from 
hieros

 ‘sacred’ + 
gluphē

 ‘carving.’





hierogram

 
/ˈhī(ə)rəˌɡram/






noun




a sacred inscription or symbol.













hierolatry

 
/ˌhī(ə)ˈrälətrē/






noun




the worship of saints or sacred things.













hierology

 
/ˌhī(ə)ˈräləjē/






noun




sacred literature or lore.













hierophant

 
/ˈhī(ə)rəˌfant/





I.
 
noun




a person, especially a priest in ancient Greece, who interprets sacred mysteries or esoteric principles.








II.
 
derivatives





hierophantic

 
/ˌhī(ə)rəˈfantik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hierophantēs

 , from 
hieros

 ‘sacred’ + 
phainein

 ‘show, reveal.’






hi-fi

 
/ˈhīfī/





I.
 
adjective




of, used for, or relating to the reproduction of music or other sound with high fidelity.








II.
 
noun




a set of equipment for high-fidelity sound reproduction, especially a radio or phonograph.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of high fidelity
 .





higgle

 
/ˈhiɡəl/






verb




archaic spelling of haggle
 .













higgledy-piggledy

 
/ˌhiɡəldēˈpiɡəldē/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in confusion or disorder


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
bits of paper hanging higgledy-piggledy on the furniture and walls




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a higgledy-piggledy mountain of newspapers.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: rhyming jingle, probably with reference to the irregular herding together of pigs.





higgler

 
/ˈhiɡlər/






noun






(W. Indian)

 a person who travels around selling small items; a peddler.














Higgs boson

 
/ˌhiɡz ˈbōsän /

 
Higgs particle





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle whose existence is predicted by the theory that unified the weak and electromagnetic interactions.











– origin

 1970s: named after Peter W. 
Higgs

 (1929–), English physicist.






high

 
/hī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of great vertical extent




•
 
the top of a high mountain




•
 
the mast was higher than the tallest building in the city.










2.
 
(after a measurement and in questions) measuring a specified distance from top to bottom




•
 
a tree forty feet high




•
 
how high is the fence?










3.
 
far above ground, sea level, or another point of reference




•
 
a fortress high up on a hill.










4.
 
extending above the normal or average level




•
 
a round face with a high forehead.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of territory or landscape) inland and well above sea level




•
 
high prairies.










6.
 
near to the top of a real or notional list in order of rank or importance




•
 
financial security is 
high on

 your list of priorities.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — performed at, to, or from a considerable height




•
 
high diving.










8.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitched ball) above a certain level, such as the batter's armpits, as it crosses home plate, and thus outside the strike zone.




9.
 
great, or greater than normal, in quantity, size, or intensity




•
 
a high temperature




•
 
fudge is 
high in

 calories.










10.
 
of large numerical or monetary value




•
 
they had been playing for high stakes.










11.
 
very favorable




•
 
nature had provided him with an admirably high opinion of himself.










12.
 
extreme in religious or political views




•
 
the high Christology of the Christian creeds.










13.
 
(of a period or movement) at its peak




•
 
high summer.










14.
 
(of latitude) close to 90°; near the North or South Pole




•
 
high southern latitudes.










15.
 
great in rank or status




•
 
he held high office in professional organizations.










16.
 
ranking above others of the same kind




•
 
they announced the High Commissioner's retirement.










17.
 
morally or culturally superior




•
 
they believed that nature was driven by something higher than mere selfishness.










18.
 
(of a sound or note) having a frequency at the upper end of the auditory range




•
 
a high, squeaky voice.










19.
 
(of a singer or instrument) producing notes of relatively high pitch




•
 
a high soprano voice.










20.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 excited; euphoric




•
 
he was high on an idea.










21.
 
intoxicated with drugs




•
 
some of them were already 
high on

 alcohol and Ecstasy.










22.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — unpleasantly strong-smelling, in particular (of food) beginning to go bad.




23.
 
(of game) slightly decomposed and so ready to cook.




24.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) produced with the tongue relatively near the palate.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a high point, level, or figure




•
 
commodity prices were at a rare high.










2.
 
a notably happy or successful moment




•
 
the highs and lows of life.










3.
 
a high-frequency sound or musical note.




4.
 
an area of high atmospheric pressure; an anticyclone.




5.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a state of high spirits or euphoria




•
 
the highs I got from cocaine always ended in despair




•
 
the team is still 
on a high

 from Saturday's victory.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 high school (chiefly used in names)




•
 
I enjoyed my years at McKinley High.










7.
 
a high power setting




•
 
the vent blower was 
on high

 .










8.
 
top gear in a motor vehicle.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
at or to a considerable or specified height




•
 
the sculpture stood about five feet high.










2.
 
highly




•
 
he ranked high among the pioneers of twentieth-century chemical technology.










3.
 
at a high price




•
 
buying shares low and selling them high.










4.
 
(of a sound) at or to a high pitch.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
ace (or king or queen, etc.) high






(in card games) having the ace (or another specified card) as the highest-ranking.









2.
 
from on high





a.
 
from a very high place.




b.
 
from remote high authority or heaven




•
 
government programs coming down from on high.















3.
 
high and dry





a.
 
out of the water, especially the sea as it retreats




•
 
when the tide goes out, a lot of boats are 
left high and dry

 .










b.
 
in a difficult position, especially without resources




•
 
when the plant shut down, hundreds of workers found themselves high and dry.















4.
 
high and low






in many different places




•
 
we 
searched high and low

 for a new teacher.















5.
 
high and mighty







/ˈhī ən ˈmīdē /

 — 

‹informal›

 thinking or acting as though one is more important than others.









6.
 
a high old time








‹informal›

 a most enjoyable time




•
 
they had a high old time at the clambake.















7.
 
high, wide, and handsome








‹informal›

 expansive and impressive.

[from 
Arizona Nights

 by Stewart E. White (1873–1946), US author.]









8.
 
it is high time that ——






it is past the time when something should have happened or been done




•
 
it was high time that she faced the facts.















9.
 
on high






in or to heaven or a high place




•
 
a spotter plane circling on high.















10.
 
on one's high horse








‹informal›

 used to refer to someone's behaving in an arrogant or pompous manner




•
 
get down off your high horse.















11.
 
run high





a.
 
(of a river) be full and close to overflowing, with a strong current.




b.
 
(of feelings) be intense




•
 
passions run high when marriages break up.





















– origin

 Old English 
hēah

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoog

 and German 
hoch

 .





highball

 
/ˈhīˌbôl /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink consisting of whiskey and a mixer such as soda or ginger ale, served with ice in a tall glass.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a railroad signal to proceed.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 travel fast




•
 
they highballed north.



















high-band

 
/ˈhīband/






adjective




relating to or denoting an audio or video system using a relatively high carrier frequency, which allows more bandwidth for the signal.













high beam

 
/hī bēm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the brightest setting of a vehicle's headlights.













highbinder

 
/ˈhīˌbīndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an unscrupulous person, especially a corrupt politician.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an assassin, especially one belonging to a Chinese-American criminal organization.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: first recorded as 
Highbinders

 , the name of a New York gang.





high-born

 
/ˈhīˌbôrn/






adjective




having noble parents




•
 
the high-born man who inherited wealth and dutifully flaunted it.




















highboy

 
/ˈhīˌboi/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tall chest of drawers on legs.













highbred

 
/ˈhīˌbred/






adjective



1.
 
bred from superior stock.




2.
 
having or showing good breeding or manners; well-bred.













highbrow

 
/ˈhīˌbrou/





I.
 
adjective






‹often derogatory›

 scholarly or rarefied in taste




•
 
innovatory art had a small, mostly highbrow following.














II.
 
noun




a highbrow person.













highbush cranberry

 
/ˈhībo͝oSH ˌkranberē/






noun




a shrub of the honeysuckle family, with round clusters of white flowers followed by red berries.

Compare with guelder rose
 . [
Viburnum trilobum

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













high-cal






adjective




short for high-calorie
 :




•
 
high-cal Tex-Mex fare like pork-chop tacos and cheesy enchiladas.




















high-calorie






adjective




denoting or relating to food or a diet that is high or relatively high in calories




•
 
high-calorie snacks




•
 
cakes and cookies are high-calorie and laden with saturated fat.



















high chair

 
/ˈhī ˌCHe(ə)r/






noun




a small chair with long legs for a baby or small child, fitted with a tray that is used as a table at mealtimes.














High Church

 
/ˈˌhī ˈCHərCH/





I.
 
adjective




of or adhering to a tradition within the Anglican Church emphasizing ritual, priestly authority, sacraments, and historical continuity with Catholic Christianity.

Compare with Low Church
 , Broad Church
 .








II.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the principles or adherents of High Church tradition.








III.
 
derivatives





High Churchman






noun





















high-class

 
/ˈhī ˈˌklas/






adjective




of a high standard, quality, or social class




•
 
a high-class boarding school.



















high color

 
high coloring






noun




a flushed complexion




•
 
he had a high color to his cheeks.



















high-colored

 


‹Brit.›

 high-coloured






adjective




having a red or flushed complexion




•
 
her plain, high-colored features.



















high comedy






noun




comedy employing sophisticated wit and often satirizing the upper classes.

Compare with low comedy
 .













high command

 
/hī kəˈmand/






noun




the commander in chief and associated senior staff of an army, navy, or air force.













high commission

 
/hī kəˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun




an embassy of one British Commonwealth country in another.








II.
 
derivatives





high commissioner






noun





















high concept






noun




(especially in a movie or television plot) emphasis on a striking and easily communicable idea




•
 
for mainstream media companies, the focus has shifted from high concept to hard cash




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a series of high-concept videos.



















high-country






adjective




of or relating to land above the piedmont and below the timberline




•
 
the high-country snowpack often exceeds 10 feet.



















high court






noun



1.
 
a supreme court of justice.




2.
 
the US Supreme Court.




3.
 
(in the US) the supreme court in a state.




4.
 


(US)

 (in some US states) a superior court.




5.
 
(in full 
High Court of Justice

 )
 — (in England and Wales) the court of unlimited civil jurisdiction comprising three divisions: Queen's Bench, Chancery, and the Family Division.













high day





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the day of a religious festival.








II.
 
phrases





high days and holidays








‹informal›

 special occasions




•
 
the drawing room is used only on high days and holidays.























high definition






noun




a high degree of detail in an image or screen




•
 
the first horse racing show ever broadcast 
in high definition






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
today's high-definition TVs.



















high-density lipoprotein

 
HDL






noun




a lipoprotein that removes cholesterol from the blood and is associated with a reduced risk of atherosclerosis and heart disease.

Compare with low-density lipoprotein
 .













high-end

 
/hī end/






adjective




denoting the most expensive of a range of products.














higher animals






plural noun




animals of relatively advanced or developed characteristics, such as mammals and other vertebrates.













higher court






noun






[Law]

 a court that can overrule the decision of another.














higher criticism






noun




the study of the literary methods and sources discernible in a text, especially as applied to biblical writings.













higher education

 
/ˈhī(ə)r ˌejəˈkāSHən/






noun




education beyond high school, especially at a college or university.













higher-grade






adjective




of a higher quality, standard, or level in a hierarchy




•
 
the factory makes higher-grade steel for the car industry




•
 
higher-grade white collar workers.



















higher law






noun




a moral or religious principle that is believed to overrule secular constitutions and laws.













higher learning






noun




education and learning at the college or university level.













higher-level






adjective




at or of a level that is higher in position or status




•
 
the practice of promoting current employees when higher-level positions become available.



















higher mathematics

 
/ˈhī(ə)r maTH(ə)ˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
advanced mathematics, such as number theory and topology.













higher-order






adjective




involving reasoning of a high level




•
 
higher-order cognitive skills




•
 
higher-order learning.



















higher plants






plural noun




plants of relatively complex or advanced characteristics, especially vascular plants (including flowering plants).













higher-ranking






adjective




having a higher rank or position in a particular hierarchy




•
 
higher-ranking police officers.



















higher-up

 
/ˈˌhīər ˈˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a senior person in an organization




•
 
he was looking for a way to impress the higher-ups.



















highest common factor

 
HCF






noun




the highest number that can be divided exactly into each of two or more numbers.













highest-ranking






adjective




having the top rank or position in a particular hierarchy




•
 
America's highest-ranking military officer.



















high explosive

 
/ˈˌhī ikˈsplōsiv/






noun




a chemical explosive that is rapid and destructive, used in shells and bombs.













highfalutin

 
/ˌhīfəˈlo͞otn /

 
hifalutin
 , highfaluting





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (especially of speech, writing, or ideas) pompous or pretentious




•
 
you don't want any highfalutin jargon.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from high
 + 
fluting

 (present participle of flute
 ).





high fashion

 
/hī ˈfaSHən/






noun




another term for haute couture
 .













high-fat






adjective




denoting or relating to food or a diet that is high or relatively high in fat, especially saturated fat




•
 
high-fat diets are associated with higher risks of heart disease




•
 
high-fat dairy foods, such as cheese, butter, and ice cream.



















high-fiber

 


‹Brit.›

 high-fibre






adjective




denoting or relating to food or a diet that is high or relatively high in fiber




•
 
high-fiber breakfast cereals.




















high fidelity

 
/ˈˌhī fəˈdelədē/






noun




the reproduction of sound with little distortion, giving a result very similar to the original.













high finance

 
/hī ˈfīˌnans fiˈnans/






noun




financial transactions involving large amounts of money.













high five

 
/hī fīv /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a gesture of celebration or greeting in which two people slap each other's open palm with their arms raised




•
 
they gave each other an exuberant high five in the middle of the press center.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
greet with a high five.













highflier

 
/ˈhīflīər /

 
highflyer
 , high-flyer






noun




a person who is or has the potential to be very successful, especially academically or in business




•
 
the company cannot expect to recruit many highfliers.



















high-flown

 
/ˈhī ˈˌflōn/






adjective




(especially of language or ideas) extravagant and lofty.













high-flying






adjective



1.
 
flying at a high altitude




•
 
high-flying aircraft.










2.
 
very successful, especially academically or in business




•
 
a high-flying, stressed-out Los Angeles tax attorney.



















high frequency

 
/ˌhī ˈfrēkwənsē/






noun




(in radio) a frequency of 3–30 megahertz.














high-frequency trading





I.
 
noun






[Stock Market]

 a type of algorithmic trading in which large volumes of shares are bought and sold automatically at very high speeds




•
 
according to some estimates, high-frequency trading accounts for 60% to 70% of all trades in US stocks.














II.
 
derivatives





high-frequency trader






noun





















high gear






noun




a gear that causes a wheeled vehicle to move fast, owing to a high ratio between the speed of the wheels and that of the mechanism driving them




•
 
pull away 
in high gear






•
 


‹figurative›

 the war against the Mafia has gone into high gear.




















High German

 
/ˈˌhī ˈjərmən/






noun




the standard literary and spoken form of German, originally used in the highlands in the south of Germany. The establishment of this form as a standard language owes much to the biblical translations of Martin Luther in the 16th century.

See also Middle High German
 , Old High German
 .













high-grade

 
/ˈhī ˈˌɡrād/






adjective



1.
 
of very good quality




•
 
high-grade printing papers.










2.
 
(of ore) rich in metal value and commercially profitable.













high ground

 
/ˈhī ˌɡround/






noun



1.
 
land that is higher than the surrounding area, especially that which stays dry




•
 
they decided to climb to high ground and serve as lookouts.










2.
 
(
the high ground

 )
 — a position of superiority in a debate




•
 
if he turns it down, he will have lost the 
moral high ground

 to the president.



















high-handed

 
/ˈhī ˈˌhandəd/





I.
 
adjective




using power or authority without considering the feelings of others




•
 
they oppose this cruel and high-handed takeover.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
high-handedly

 
/ˈhī ˈˌhandədlē /






adverb













2.
 
high-handedness

 
/ˈhī ˈˌhandədnəs /






noun





















high hat

 
/ˈhī ˌhat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall hat, especially a top hat.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a snobbish or supercilious person.




3.
 
(
high-hat

 )
 — variant spelling of hi-hat
 .








II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 snobbish.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 act in a snobbish or supercilious manner toward (someone).













high-heeled

 
/ˌhīˈhēld/






adjective




(of a woman's shoes) having tall, thin heels.













high heels

 
/ˌhī ˈhēlz/






plural noun




women's shoes with tall, thin heels.














High Holidays

 
High Holy Days






plural noun




the Jewish holy days of Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah.

Also called Days of Awe
 .













high hurdles





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a race in which runners jump over hurdles 42 inches (107 cm) high.








II.
 
derivatives





high hurdler






noun





















high-impact

 
/ˌhīˈimpakt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of plastic or a similar substance) able to withstand great impact without breaking.




2.
 
denoting exercises, typically aerobics, that place a great deal of harmful stress on the body.













high jinks

 
/ˈhī ˌjiNGks /

 
hijinks





I.
 
plural noun




boisterous fun




•
 
high jinks behind the wheel of a car.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: see jink
 .





high jump

 
/ˈhī ˈˌjəmp/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the high jump

 )


1.
 
an athletic event in which competitors jump over a bar that is raised until only one competitor can jump over it without dislodging it.








II.
 
phrases





be for the high jump








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be about to be severely reprimanded or punished.












III.
 
derivatives





high jumper






noun





















high-key

 
/ˌhīˈkē /

 
high-keyed






adjective






[Art]

 
[Photography]

 having a predominance of light or bright tones.













high kick

 
/ˈhī ˌkik/





I.
 
noun




a kick with the foot high in the air, for example in dancing or martial arts.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
high-kick

 )


1.
 
make a high kick.








III.
 
derivatives





high-kicking






adjective





















highland

 
/ˈhīlənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
highlands

 )
 — an area of high or mountainous land




•
 
the highlands of Madagascar




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a highland region of Vietnam.










2.
 
(
the Highlands

 )
 — the mountainous part of Scotland, north of Glasgow, often associated with Gaelic culture


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a Highland regiment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
highlander

 
/ˈhīləndər /






noun













2.
 
highlandman






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hēahlond

 ‘a high promontory’ (see high
 , land
 ).





Highland cattle






plural noun




animals of a shaggy-haired breed of cattle with long, curved, widely spaced horns.













Highland dress






noun




clothing in the traditional style of the Scottish Highlands, including the kilt, now chiefly worn on formal occasions.














Highland fling

 
/ˈˌhīlənd ˈfliNG/






noun




a vigorous Scottish dance consisting of a series of complex steps performed solo, originally to celebrate victory.













Highland Games

 
/ˈhīlənd ɡāmz/






plural noun




a meeting for athletic events, playing of the bagpipes, and dancing, held in the Scottish Highlands or by Scots elsewhere.














highland moccasin






noun




the North American copperhead.













high-level

 
/ˈhī ˈˌlevəl/






adjective



1.
 
at or of a level above that which is normal or average




•
 
a high-level cistern




•
 
high-level crop production.










2.
 
relating to or involving people of high administrative rank or great authority




•
 
high-level negotiations.










3.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a programming language that is relatively accessible to the user, having instructions that resemble a natural language such as English.




4.
 
(of nuclear waste) highly radioactive and requiring long-term storage in isolation.













high life

 
/ˈhī ˈˌlīf/






noun



1.
 
(also 
high living

 )
 — an extravagant social life as enjoyed by the wealthy.




2.
 
(usu. 
highlife

 )
 — a style of dance music of West African origin, influenced by rock and jazz.














highlight

 
/ˈhīˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outstanding part of an event or period of time




•
 
he views that season as the highlight of his career.










2.
 
(
highlights

 )
 — the best parts of a sporting or other event edited for broadcasting or recording




•
 
he never watches TV highlights of games he has umpired.










3.
 
a bright or reflective area in a painting, picture, or design.




4.
 
(usu. 
highlights

 )
 — a bright tint in the hair, especially one produced by bleaching or dyeing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pick out and emphasize




•
 
the issues highlighted by the report




•
 
speakers at the conference highlighted additional problems faced by women with AIDS.










2.
 
make visually prominent




•
 
a vast backdrop with the colorful logo highlighted with lasers.










3.
 
mark with a highlighter




•
 
a photocopy with sections highlighted in green.










4.
 
create highlights in (hair).













highlighter

 
/ˈhīˌlīdər/






noun



1.
 
a broad felt-tipped pen used to overlay transparent fluorescent color on text or a part of an illustration, leaving it legible and emphasized.




2.
 
a cosmetic that is lighter than the wearer's foundation or skin, used to emphasize features such as the eyes or cheekbones.













high-low

 
/ˌhīˈlō/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a lace-up boot with a low heel, reaching to the ankle, worn by military personnel in the 18th and early 19th centuries.




2.
 


(US)

 a poker game in which the high and low hands split the pot.




3.
 


[Bridge]

 a signal given to one's partner to lead a suit by playing a high card and then a lower card of the same suit.













high-low-jack






noun




a card game in which points are won for the high trump, low trump, jack of trumps, and either the ten of trumps or the most points.













highly

 
/ˈhīlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
to a high degree or level


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a highly dangerous substance




•
 
highly paid people




•
 
a highly placed official.










2.
 
favorably




•
 
he was highly regarded by his colleagues.

















– origin

 Old English 
hēalīce

 (see high
 , -ly
 1
 ).





highly colored

 


‹Brit.›

 highly coloured






adjective



1.
 
having a strong, vibrant color or colors




•
 
highly colored, open-necked summer shirts.










2.
 
imbued with a highly emotive or exaggerated quality




•
 
Lawrence wrote a famous, highly colored account of his role in the Arab revolt.



















high-maintenance






adjective



1.
 
needing a lot of work to keep in good condition.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or relationship) demanding a lot of attention




•
 
Caitlin is our only child and she's very high-maintenance.




















High Mass

 
/hī ˈmas/






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) formerly, a mass with full ceremonial, including music and incense and typically having the assistance of a deacon and subdeacon.













high-minded

 
/ˈhī ˈˌmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




having strong moral principles




•
 
high-minded notions of what good persons want to be.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
high-mindedly






adverb













2.
 
high-mindedness






noun






















high muck-a-muck

 
/ˌhī ˈməkəˌmək /

 
high muckety-muck





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person in a position of authority, especially one who is overbearing or conceited




•
 
he was once a high muckety-muck at the CIA.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Chinook 
hiyu

 ‘plenty’ + 
muckamuck

 ‘food,’ from Nootka 
ḥayo

 ‘ten’ + 
maṙhoṙmaq-

 ‘choice wheatmeal,’ with 
high

 substituted for 
hiyu

 .





highness

 
/ˈhīnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being high




•
 
the highness of her cheekbones.










2.
 
(
His/Your

 , etc., 
Highness

 )
 — a title given to a person of royal rank, or used in addressing them




•
 
I am most grateful, Your Highness.

















– origin

 Old English 
hēanes

 (see high
 , -ness
 ).





high noon

 
//






noun



1.
 
midday.




2.
 
an event or confrontation that is likely to decide the final outcome of a situation




•
 
the high noon of his quest for the presidential nomination.







[popularized by the film 
High Noon

 (1952).]













high note






noun




a successful point in an event or period of time




•
 
he wants to end his managerial career 
on a high note

 .



















high-occupancy vehicle






noun




a motor vehicle with seating for several passengers, especially one that is carrying carpoolers.













high-octane

 
/ˈhī ˈˌäktān/






adjective



1.
 
denoting gasoline having a high octane number and thus good anti-knock properties.




2.
 
powerful or dynamic




•
 
a high-octane forty-year-old.



















high-pass

 
/ˈhīˌpas/






adjective






[Electronics]

 (of a filter) transmitting all frequencies above a certain value.













high-pitched

 
/ˈhī ˈˌpiCHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a sound) high in pitch.




2.
 
(of a roof) steep.













high places






plural noun




positions of power or authority




•
 
people 
in high places

 were taking note.



















high point

 
/ˈhī ˌpoint/






noun




the most enjoyable or significant part of an experience or period of time




•
 


the high point of

 her life had been a trip she took to Vancouver.



















High Point






an industrial city in north central North Carolina, noted for furniture manufacturing; pop. 101,835 (est. 2008).









high polymer






noun




a polymer having a high molecular weight, such as those used in plastics and resins.













high-powered

 
/ˈhī ˈˌpou(ə)rd /

 
high-power






adjective



1.
 
(of a machine or device) having greater than normal strength or capabilities




•
 
a high-powered rifle.










2.
 
dynamic and capable




•
 
a high-powered delegation.



















high-pressure





I.
 
noun




a condition of the atmosphere in which the pressure is above average (e.g., in an anticyclone).




•
 
the high pressure over Texas continues.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a high-pressure system moving down from the north.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or using much physical force




•
 
high-pressure jets of freezing water.










2.
 
involving a high degree of anxiety or stress




•
 
he worked in a high-pressure advertising job.










3.
 
(of a salesperson or sales pitch) employing a high degree of coercion; insistent




•
 
high-pressure marketing tactics.



















high-priced

 
high-price






adjective




costing a great deal; expensive




•
 
high-quality and high-priced furniture




•
 
a team of high-priced lawyers.



















high priest

 
/ˈˌhī ˈprēst/






noun



1.
 
a chief priest of a non-Christian religion, in particular




2.
 
the chief priest of the historic Jewish religion.




3.
 
the head of a religious cult or similar group.




4.
 
a chief advocate of a belief or practice




•
 
the high priest of the drug culture.



















high priestess

 
/hī ˈprēstis/






noun




a female high priest.













high-principled

 
/ˌhīˈprinsəpəld/






adjective




acting in accordance with morality and showing recognition of right and wrong




•
 
high-principled idealists bent on re-establishing democracy.



















high-priority






adjective




of great importance




•
 
a high-priority project




•
 
inequality and poverty are high-priority social problems.



















high profile

 
/hī ˈprōˌfīl/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a position of attracting much attention or publicity




•
 
people who have a high profile in the community.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
high-profile

 )


1.
 
attracting much attention or publicity




•
 
a high-profile military presence.



















high-ranking

 
/ˌhīˈraNGkiNG/






adjective




having a senior or important position in a particular hierarchy




•
 
a high-ranking government official.



















High Renaissance






see Renaissance
 .










high-resolution






adjective




(of a display or a photographic or video image) showing a large amount of detail




•
 
even trivial applications will require a high-resolution display.



















high-rise

 
/hī rīz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building) having many stories




•
 
office towers and high-rise apartments.










2.
 
taller or set higher than normal




•
 
high-rise handlebars.














II.
 
noun




a building with many stories.













high-risk

 
//






adjective




involving or exposed to a high level of danger




•
 
high-risk activities, such as skydiving and downhill skiing.



















high road

 
/ˈhī ˌrōd/






noun



1.
 
a main road




•
 
Chris avoided the high road and took a roundabout way through the woods.










2.
 
a direct or certain route or course.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a morally superior approach toward something




•
 
he is winning support for 
taking the high road

 in refusing to be drawn into negative campaigning.



















high roller

 
/ˈhī ˌrōlər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who gambles or spends large amounts of money.








II.
 
derivatives





high-rolling






adjective



















– origin

 with reference to rolling dice.





high school

 
/ˈhī ˌsko͞ol/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a school that typically comprises grades 9 through 12, attended after primary school or middle school.








II.
 
derivatives





high schooler






noun





















high seas






plural noun

 — (
the high seas

 )


1.
 
the open ocean, especially that not within any country's jurisdiction.













high season

 
/ˈˌhī ˈsēzən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the most popular time of year at a resort, hotel, or tourist attraction, when prices are highest.













high sign






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a surreptitious gesture, often prearranged, giving warning or indicating that all is well




•
 
I'm getting the high sign from my secretary—gotta go.



















Highsmith, Patricia

 
/ˈhīˌsmiTH/






(1921–95), US writer of detective fiction; born 
Patricia Plangman

 . Her novels are noted for their black humor, particularly those featuring Tom Ripley, an amoral antihero living in France. Notable works: 
Strangers on a Train

 (1949), 
The Talented Mr. Ripley

 (1956), and 
Ripley Under Water

 (1991).









high-sounding

 
/ˈhī ˈˌsoundiNG/






adjective




(of language or ideas) extravagant and lofty.













high-speed

 
/ˈhī ˈˌspēd/






adjective



1.
 
moving, operating, or happening very quickly




•
 
high-speed travel.










2.
 
(of photographic film) needing little light or only short exposure.




3.
 
(of steel) suitable for drill bits and other tools that cut fast enough to become red-hot.













high-spirited

 
/ˌhīˈspirədəd/





I.
 
adjective




lively and cheerful in behavior or mood




•
 
high-spirited vacationers




•
 
high-spirited victory celebrations.














II.
 
derivatives





high-spiritedness






noun





















high spirits

 
/hī ˈspirits/






plural noun




lively and cheerful behavior or mood




•
 
the team returned 
in high spirits

 .



















high spot

 
/ˈhī ˌspät/





I.
 
noun




the most enjoyable or significant part of an experience or period of time




•
 
perhaps that summer will mark the high spot of my life.














II.
 
phrases





hit the high spots








‹informal›

 visit the most exciting places in town.

















high-status






adjective




ranking highly in a social or professional hierarchy




•
 
high-status individuals.



















high-stick






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
high-sticking

 )


1.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 strike an opponent on or above the shoulders with one's stick, for which a penalty may be assessed.













high street

 
/ˈhī ˈˌstrēt/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the main street of a town, especially as the traditional site for most stores, banks, and other businesses.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 (of retail goods) catering to the needs of the ordinary public




•
 
high-street fashion.



















high-strung

 
/ˈhī ˈˌstrəNG/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 nervous and easily upset




•
 
a high-strung racing thoroughbred.




















hight

 
/hīt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 named




•
 
a little pest, hight Tommy Moore.

















– origin

 Middle English, from Old English 
heht

 , past tense of 
hātan

 ‘command, call, or name,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heten

 and German 
heissen

 .





high table

 
/ˈˌhī ˈtābəl/






noun






(Brit.)

 a table in a dining hall, typically on a platform, for the most important people, such as the fellows of a college




•
 
I sat 
at high table

 .



















hightail

 
/ˈhīˌtāl/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 move or travel fast




•
 
I cut my trip short and 
hightailed it

 home.




















high tea

 
/ˈˌhī ˈtē/






noun






(Brit.)

 a meal eaten in the late afternoon or early evening, typically consisting of a cooked dish, bread and butter, and tea.














high-tech

 
hi-tech





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
employing, requiring, or involved in high technology




•
 
a high-tech security system.










2.
 
(chiefly in architecture and interior design) using styles and materials, such as steel, glass, and plastic, that are more usual in industry.








II.
 
noun




short for high technology
 .














high technology

 
/ˈˌhī tekˈnäləjē/






noun




advanced technological development, especially in electronics


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
high-technology weapons.



















high-tensile

 
/ˌhīˈtensəl/






adjective




(of metal) very strong under tension




•
 
high-tensile steel.



















high tension






noun




another term for high voltage
 .













high-test

 
/ˌhīˈtest/






adjective



1.
 


(US)

 (of gasoline) high-octane.




2.
 


(US)

 meeting very high standards




•
 
a high-test office.



















high-ticket

 
/ˌhīˈtikit/






adjective




another term for big-ticket
 .














high tide

 
/ˈˌhī ˈtīd/






noun



1.
 
the state of the tide when at its highest level




•
 


at high tide

 you have to go inland.










2.
 
the highest point of something




•
 


the high tide of

 nationalism.



















high-toned

 
/ˈhīˌtōnd/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 stylish or superior




•
 
she's getting high-toned and putting on airs.



















high-top

 
/ˈhītäp /

 
hightop





I.
 
adjective




denoting a sneaker with a laced upper that extends some distance above the wearer's ankle.








II.
 
noun

 — (
high-tops

 )


1.
 
a pair of high-top sneakers.













high-touch






adjective




denoting or relating to a business characterized by a very close relationship with its customers or clients




•
 
a high-touch consultancy




•
 
high-touch customer service that the big retailers just can't give.



















high-up

 
/ˈhī ˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a senior person in an organization.













high-vis

 
/hīˈviz /

 
hi-vis






adjective






‹informal›

 short for high-visibility
 :




•
 
railway workers in high-vis jackets.




















high-visibility






adjective



1.
 
denoting outer clothing made of a fluorescent or reflective material intended to ensure that the garment's wearer can be easily seen by other people




•
 
a high-visibility orange jacket.










2.
 
denoting something intended to attract a great deal of public attention




•
 
a high-visibility advertising campaign.




















high voltage

 
/hī ˈvōltij/






noun




an electrical potential large enough to cause injury or damage.













high water






noun




another term for high tide
 .













high-water mark






noun



1.
 
the level reached by the sea at high tide, or by a lake or river at its highest stand.




2.
 
a maximum recorded level or value




•
 
unemployment and crime both stand at a high-water mark.



















highway

 
/ˈhīˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a main road, especially one connecting major towns or cities




•
 
a six-lane highway




•
 


‹figurative›

 the highway to success.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for expressway
 .




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (chiefly in official use) a public road.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Computing]

 a pathway connecting parts of one computer system or between different systems.













highwayman

 
/ˈhīˌwāmən/






noun






‹historical›

 a man, typically on horseback, who held up travelers at gunpoint in order to rob them.













high wine






noun




a type of liquor containing a high percentage of alcohol.













high wire

 
/ˈhī ˈˌwī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a high tightrope.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — requiring great skill or judgment




•
 
it will take a financial high-wire balancing act to fund the requirements.



















high words






plural noun






‹archaic›

 angry words




•
 
high words passed between them.



















high yellow

 
/hī ˈyelō /

 

‹US dated offensive›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a black person with a very light complexion.








II.
 
noun




a black person with a very light complexion.













high-yielding






adjective




producing a large amount of a product or a large financial return




•
 
high-yielding grain crops




•
 
a high-yielding investment.



















HIH






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Her or His Imperial Highness.














hi-hat

 
/ˈhīhat /

 
high-hat






noun




a pair of foot-operated cymbals forming part of a drum kit.













hijab

 
/hiˈjäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a head covering worn in public by some Muslim women.




2.
 
the religious code that governs the wearing of the hijab.











– origin

 Persian, from Arabic 
ḥajaba

 ‘to veil.’






hijack

 
/ˈhīˌjak /

 
highjack





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
illegally seize (an aircraft, ship, or vehicle) in transit and force it to go to a different destination or use it for one's own purposes




•
 
three armed men hijacked a white van




•
 (as 
noun

 
hijacking

 )
 
an eight-hour hijacking.










2.
 
steal (goods) by seizing them in transit.




3.
 
take over (something) and use it for a different purpose




•
 
the organization had been hijacked by extremists.














II.
 
noun




an incident or act of hijacking.











– origin

 1920s (originally US): of unknown origin.





hijacker

 
/ˈhīˌjakər/






noun



1.
 
a person who illegally seizes an aircraft, ship, or vehicle while in transit and forces it to go to a different destination or uses it for their own purposes




•
 
negotiators began talks with the hijackers of the plane.










2.
 
a person who steals goods by seizing them in transit




•
 
a hijacker of arms shipments.










3.
 
a person who takes over an organization or activity and uses it for a different purpose




•
 
these activists are the real hijackers of the revolution




•
 
the hijackers of this government ignore all but their own agenda.



















hijiki

 
/hēˈjēkē/





I.
 
noun




edible Japanese seaweed sold in dried black strips.











– origin

 Japanese.






hike

 
/hīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long walk, especially in the country or wilderness.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a long distance.




3.
 
a sharp increase, especially in price




•
 
fears of 
a hike in

 interest rates.










4.
 


[Football]

 a snap




•
 
he takes the hike, drops back, and fakes to his right.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk for a long distance, especially across country or in the woods




•
 
we planned to hike another mile up a steep trail




•
 (as 
noun

 
hiking

 )
 
she enjoys hiking and climbing in her spare time.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pull or lift up (something, especially clothing)




•
 
he 
hiked up

 his sweatpants and marched to the door.










3.
 
increase (something, especially a price) sharply




•
 
some of the local merchants hiked the price of goods.










4.
 


[Football]

 snap (a football).








III.
 
phrases





take a hike






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 go away (used as an expression of irritation or annoyance).















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally dialect, as a verb): of unknown origin.





hiker

 
/ˈhīkər/






noun



1.
 
a person who walks for long distances, especially across country




•
 
an experienced hiker in the Himalayas




•
 
trails for hikers of every level.










2.
 
a person or group that sharply increases something, especially a price




•
 
he was a hiker of taxes




•
 
price hikers.



















hikikomori

 
/hiˌkēkəˈmôri/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Japan) the abnormal avoidance of social contact, typically by adolescent males.




2.
 
a person who avoids social contact.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘staying indoors, (social) withdrawal.’





hila

 
/ˈhīlə/






plural form of hilum
 .









hilar

 
/ˈhīlər/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 of or relating to a hilus or hilum.














hilarious

 
/həˈlerēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely amusing




•
 
a hilarious dialogue from characters we never meet again.










2.
 
boisterously merry




•
 
an old man was in hilarious conversation with three young men.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
hilaris

 (from Greek 
hilaros

 ‘cheerful’) + -ous
 . The sense ‘exceedingly amusing’ dates from the 1920s.





hilariously

 
/həˈlerēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in an extremely amusing way




•
 
he writes hilariously about his family




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a hilariously funny comedy.










2.
 
in a boisterously merry manner




•
 
he laughed hilariously at his own jokes.



















hilarity

 
/həˈlerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme amusement, especially when expressed by laughter




•
 
his incredulous expression was the cause of much hilarity.










2.
 
boisterous merriment




•
 
the noisy hilarity of the streets.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cheerfulness’): from French 
hilarité

 , from Latin 
hilaritas

 ‘cheerfulness, merriment,’ from 
hilaris

 (see hilarious
 ).





Hilary, St.

 
/ˈhilərē/






(
c.

 315–
c.

 367), French bishop. As bishop of Poitiers, he opposed Arianism. Feast day, January 13.









Hilbert space

 
/ˈhilbərt ˌspās/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 an infinite-dimensional analog of Euclidean space.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after David 
Hilbert

 (1862–1943), German mathematician.





Hilda, St.

 
/ˈhildə/






(614–680), English abbess. Related to the Anglo-Saxon kings of Northumbria, she founded a monastery for both men and women at Whitby around 658. Feast day, November 17.









Hildegard of Bingen, St.






(1098–1179), German abbess, scholar, composer, and mystic. A nun of the Benedictine order, she wrote scientific works, poetry, and music, and described her mystical experiences in 
Scivias

 .









Hildesheim

 
/ˈhildəsˌhīm/






an industrial city in northwestern Germany, in Lower Saxony; pop. 103,200 (est. 2006).









Hiligaynon

 
/ˌhiliˈɡānən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting Panay, Negros, and other islands in the central Philippines.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of the Hiligaynon.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hiligaynon or their language.














hill

 
/hil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a naturally raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain.




2.
 
a sloping piece of road or trail




•
 
they were climbing a steep hill in low gear.










3.
 
a heap or mound of something




•
 


a hill of

 sliding shingle.










4.
 
(
the Hill

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 short for Capitol Hill
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (something) into a heap.




2.
 
bank up (a plant) with soil




•
 
if frost threatens our new plants, we 
hill

 them 
up

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a hill of beans






[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a thing of little value




•
 
the problems of one old actor don't amount to a hill of beans.















2.
 
as old as the hills






see old
 .









3.
 
over the hill








‹informal›

 old and past one's prime.









4.
 
up hill and down dale






see up
 .















– origin

 Old English 
hyll

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
collis

 and Greek 
kolōnos

 ‘hill.’





Hill, Benny

 
/hil/






(1925–92), English comedian; born 
Alfred Hawthorne

 . His risqué humor, as seen in the series 
The Benny Hill Show

 (1957–66), had an international appeal.









Hillary, Sir Edmund

 
/ˈhilərē/






(1919–2008), New Zealand mountaineer and explorer; full name 
Sir Edmund Percival Hillary

 . In 1953, Hillary and Tenzing Norgay, as members of a British expedition, were the first people to reach the summit of Mount Everest.










hillbilly

 
/ˈhilˌbilē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 an unsophisticated country person, associated originally with the remote regions of the Appalachians.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 old-fashioned term for country music
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hill
 + 
Billy

 (nickname for the given name 
William

 ).





hill climb

 
/ˈhil ˌklīm/





I.
 
noun




a race for vehicles up a steep, often winding, hill.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hill-climber






noun













2.
 
hill-climbing






noun





















hillock

 
/ˈhilək/





I.
 
noun




a small hill or mound.








II.
 
derivatives





hillocky






adjective





















Hillsboro

 
/ˈhilzˌbərō/






a commercial and industrial city in northwestern Oregon; pop. 93,638 (est. 2008).









hillside

 
/ˈhilˌsīd/






noun




the sloping side of a hill.













hill start






noun




an act of starting to drive a vehicle from a stationary position on an incline




•
 
a badly bungled hill start.



















hill station

 
/ˈhil ˌstāSHən/






noun




a town in the low mountains of the Indian subcontinent, popular as a holiday resort during the hot season.













hilltop

 
/ˈhilˌtäp/






noun




the summit of a hill.













hillwalking

 
/ˈhilˌwôkiNG/





I.
 
noun




the pastime of walking in hilly country.








II.
 
derivatives





hillwalker

 
/ˈhilˌwôkər /






noun





















hilly

 
/ˈhilē/





I.
 
adjective




having many hills.








II.
 
derivatives





hilliness

 
/ˈhilēnəs /






noun





















Hilo

 
/ˈhēlō/






a port community in Hawaii, on the northern coast of the island of Hawaii; pop. 40,759 (2000).









hilt

 
/hilt/





I.
 
noun




the handle of a weapon or tool, especially a sword, dagger, or knife.








II.
 
phrases





(up) to the hilt






completely




•
 
we're mortgaged to the hilt.


















III.
 
derivatives





hilted






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hilt

 , 
hilte

 , of Germanic origin.





Hilton, Conrad

 
/ˈhiltn/






(1887–1979), US businessman; full name 
Conrad Nicholson Hilton

 . After buying up different hotels during the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, he formed the Hilton Hotels Corporation in 1946 and Hilton International in 1948.









Hilton Head Island






a resort town in southeastern South Carolina, on one of the Sea Islands in the Atlantic Ocean, northeast of Savannah in Georgia; pop. 33,913 (est. 2008).










hilum

 
/ˈhīləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the scar on a seed marking the point of attachment to its seed vessel.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a point in a starch granule around which the layers of starch are deposited.




3.
 


[Botany]

 
[Anatomy]

 another term for hilus
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the Latin sense): from Latin, literally ‘little thing, trifle,’ once thought to mean ‘that which sticks to a bean,’ hence the current sense (mid 18th cent).






hilus

 
/ˈhīləs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an indentation in the surface of a kidney, spleen, or other organ, where blood vessels, ducts, nerve fibers, etc., enter or leave it.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, alteration of hilum
 .






him

 
/him/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a male person or animal previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
his wife survived him




•
 
he took the children with him.







Compare with he
 .




2.
 
referring to a person or animal of unspecified sex (in modern use chiefly replaced by “him or her” or “them”)




•
 
withdrawing your child from school to educate him at home may seem drastic.










3.
 
often used in place of “he” after the verb “to be” and after “than” or “as” to refer to a male person or animal




•
 
that's him all right




•
 
I could never be as good as him.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 himself




•
 
in the depths of him, he too didn't want to go.

















– origin

 Old English, dative singular form of 
he

 , 
hē

 ‘he’ and 
hit

 ‘it.’ / 
usage:

 On whether 
him

 or 
he

 is the correct pronoun in a comparative construction (smarter than 
him

 or smarter than 
he

 ?), see usage at personal pronoun
 and than
 . See also usage at he
 .





HIM






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Her or His Imperial Majesty.













Himachal Pradesh

 
/həˌmäCHəl prəˈdāSH, həˌmäCHəl prəˈdeSH/






a mountainous state in northern India; capital, Shimla.










Himalayan

 
/ˌhiməˈlāən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Himalayas




•
 
the Himalayan foothills.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cat of a long-haired breed having blue eyes and a pale coat with dark points, developed by crossing Persian and Siamese cats.













Himalayas

 
/ˌhiməˈlāəz həˈmäl(ə)yəz/





I.
 
a vast mountain system in southern Asia that extends for 1,500 miles (2,400 km) from Kashmir east to Assam. The Himalayas consist of a series of parallel ranges that rise up from the Ganges River basin to the Tibetan plateau. The backbone is the Great Himalayan Range, the highest mountain range in the world, with several peaks rising to over 25,000 feet (7,700 m), the highest being Mount Everest.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Himālaya

 , from 
hima

 ‘snow’ + 
ālaya

 ‘abode.’





himation

 
/həˈmadēən/





I.
 
noun




an outer garment worn by the ancient Greeks over the left shoulder and under the right.











– origin

 Greek.





himbo

 
/ˈhimbō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 an attractive but unintelligent man.











– origin

 1980s: analogous form of 
bimbo

 .





Himmler, Heinrich

 
/ˈhimlər/






(1900–45), German leader; chief of the SS (Nazi special police force) 1929–45 and of the Gestapo 1936–45. He established and oversaw the systematic genocide of over 6,000,000 Jews and other disfavored groups between 1941 and 1945. Captured by British forces in 1945, he committed suicide.









Hims

 
/himz, hims/






variant form of Homs
 .










himself

 
/himˈself/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a male person or animal previously mentioned as the subject of the clause




•
 
the steward introduced himself as Pete




•
 
he ought to be ashamed of himself.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — he or him personally (used to emphasize a particular male person or animal mentioned)




•
 
Thomas himself laid down what we should do




•
 
he said so himself.










3.
 


(chiefly Irish)

 a third party of some importance, especially the master of the house




•
 
I'll mention it to himself.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(not) be himself






see not be oneself
 at be
 .









2.
 
by himself






see by oneself
 at by
 .















– origin

 Old English (see him
 , self
 ).





Himyarite

 
/ˈhimyəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient people of the southwestern part of the Arabian peninsula, who ruled much of southern Arabia before the 6th century 
AD

 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Himyarites.











– origin

 from the name 
Himyar

 (the name of a traditional king of Yemen) + -ite
 1
 .





hin

 
/hin/





I.
 
noun




a Hebrew unit of liquid capacity equal to approximately 5.5 quarts (5 l).











– origin

 late Middle English: from biblical Hebrew 
hīn

 .





Hinayana

 
/ˌhēnəˈyänə /

 
Hinayana Buddhism





I.
 
noun




a pejorative name given by the followers of Mahayana Buddhism to the more conservative schools of early Buddhism. The tradition died out in India, but it survived in Sri Lanka (Ceylon) as the Theravada school and was taken from there to other regions of Southeast Asia.

See Theravada
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
hīna

 ‘lesser’ + 
yāna

 ‘vehicle.’






hind1


 
/hīnd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a bodily part) situated at the back; posterior




•
 
he snagged a calf by the hind leg.














II.
 
phrases





on one's hind legs






see leg
 .















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps shortened from Old English 
behindan

 (see behind
 ).





hind2


 
/hīnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female deer, especially a red deer or sika in and after its third year.




2.
 
any of several large edible groupers with spotted markings.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hinde

 and German 
Hinde

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘hornless,’ shared by Greek 
kemas

 ‘young deer.’





hind3


 
/hīnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a skilled farm worker.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a peasant or rustic.











– origin

 late Old English 
hīne

 ‘household servants,’ apparently from 
hīgna

 , 
hīna

 , genitive plural of 
hīgan

 , 
hīwan

 ‘family members.’





Hind.






abbreviation



1.
 
Hindi.




2.
 
Hindu.




3.
 
Hindustan.




4.
 
Hindustani.













hind-






combining form




(added to nouns) at the back; posterior




•
 
hindquarters




•
 
hindbrain.




















hindbrain

 
/ˈhīn(d)ˌbrān/






noun




the lower part of the brainstem, comprising the cerebellum, pons, and medulla oblongata.

Also called rhombencephalon
 .













Hindenburg

 
/ˈhindənˌbərɡ, -ˌbo͝ork/






former German name (1915–45) of Zabrze
 .









Hindenburg, Paul von

 
/ˈhindənbərɡ/






(1847–1934), German field marshal and statesman; president of the Weimar Republic 1925–34; full name 
Paul Ludwig von Beneckendorff und von Hindenburg

 .










Hindenburg Line

 
/ˈhindənbərɡ ˌlīn/






(in World War I) a German fortified line of defense on the Western Front to which Paul von Hindenburg directed retreat and which was not breached until near the end of the war.

Also called Siegfried Line
 .









hinder1


 
/ˈhindər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create difficulties for (someone or something), resulting in delay or obstruction




•
 
various family stalemates were hindering communication.

















– origin

 Old English 
hindrian

 ‘injure or damage,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
hindern

 , also to behind
 .






hinder2


 
/ˈhīndər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a bodily part) rear; hind




•
 
the hinder end of its body.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old English 
hinderweard

 ‘backward,’ related to behind
 .






Hindi

 
/ˈhindē/





I.
 
noun




a form of Hindustani written in Devanagari and with many loanwords from Sanskrit, an official language of India, and the most widely spoken language of northern India.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Hindi.











– origin

 from Urdu 
hindī

 , from 
Hind

 ‘India.’ See Indus
 1
 , Sindhi
 .





hind limb

 
hindlimb






noun




either of the back limbs of an animal.













hindmost

 
/ˈhīn(d)mōst/






adjective




furthest back




•
 
the hindmost part of the frog's food canal.



















Hindoo

 
/ˈhindo͞o/






noun, adjective




archaic spelling of Hindu
 .













hindquarters

 
/ˈhīn(d)ˌkwôrdərz/






plural noun




the hind legs and adjoining parts of a quadruped.













hindrance

 
/ˈhindrəns/






noun




a thing that provides resistance, delay, or obstruction to something or someone




•
 


a hindrance to

 the development process




•
 
the visitor can wander around without hindrance.



















hindsight

 
/ˈhīn(d)ˌsīt/






noun




understanding of a situation or event only after it has happened or developed




•
 


with hindsight

 , I should never have gone.




















Hindu

 
/ˈhindo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a follower of Hinduism.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Hindus or Hinduism.











– origin

 Urdu, from Persian 
hindū

 , from 
Hind

 ‘India.’





Hinduism

 
/ˈhindo͞oˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a major religious and cultural tradition of South Asia, developed from Vedic religion.

Hinduism is practiced primarily in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal. It is a diverse family of devotional and ascetic cults and philosophical schools, all sharing a belief in reincarnation and involving the worship of one or more of a large pantheon of gods and goddesses, including Shiva and Vishnu (incarnate as Rama and Krishna), Kali, Durga, Parvati, and Ganesh. Hindu society was traditionally based on a caste system.








II.
 
derivatives





Hinduize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb





















Hindu Kush

 
/ˌhindo͞o ˈko͝oSH/






a mountain range in northern Pakistan and Afghanistan that forms a western continuation of the Himalayas. Several peaks exceed 20,000 feet (6,150 m), the highest being Tirich Mir.









Hindustan

 
/ˈhindo͞oˌstan/








‹historical›

 the Indian subcontinent in general, more specifically that part of India north of the Deccan, especially the plains of the Ganges and Jumna rivers.









Hindustani

 
/ˌhindo͞oˈstänē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of Indic dialects spoken in northwestern India, principally Hindi and Urdu.




2.
 
the Delhi dialect of Hindi, widely used throughout India as a lingua franca.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the culture of northwestern India




•
 
Hindustani classical music.

















usage:

 
Hindustani

 was the usual term in the 18th and 19th centuries for the native language of northwestern India. The usual modern term is 
Hindi

 (or 
Urdu

 in Muslim contexts), although 
Hindustani

 is still used to refer to the dialect of Hindi spoken around Delhi.





Hindutva

 
/hinˈdətvə/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 an ideology seeking to establish the hegemony of Hindus and the Hindu way of life.











– origin

 Hindi.





hind wing

 
hindwing






noun




either of the two back wings of a four-winged insect.













Hines, Earl

 
/hīnz/






(1905–83), US jazz pianist and bandleader; full name 
Earl Kenneth Hines

 ; known as 
Fatha Hines

 . He originated the “trumpet style” of piano playing, featuring a linear right hand.









Hines, Gregory






(1946–2003) US dancer, choreographer, and actor; full name 
Gregory Oliver Hines

 . He appeared in movies such as 
The Cotton Club

 (1984), 
White Nights

 (1985), 
The Preacher's Wife

 (1996), and 
The Tic Code

 (2000), as well as on Broadway in such shows as 
Jelly's Last Jam

 (1992).









hinge

 
/hinj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movable joint or mechanism on which a door, gate, or lid swings as it opens and closes, or that connects linked objects.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a natural joint that performs a function similar to a hinge, for example that of a bivalve shell.




3.
 
a central point or principle on which everything depends




•
 
this period can be called the hinge of history.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach or join with or as if with a hinge




•
 
the ironing board was set into the wall and hinged at the bottom




•
 (as 
adj.

 
hinged

 )
 
a pocket watch with a hinged lid.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a door or part of a structure) hang and turn on a hinge




•
 
the skull's jaw hinged down.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hinge on

 )
 — depend entirely on




•
 
the future of the industry could hinge on the outcome of next month's election.














III.
 
derivatives





hingeless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
henge

 ; related to hang
 .





Hingis, Martina

 
/ˈhiNGɡəs/






(1980–), Swiss tennis player. During 1997–99, she won the women's singles title at one Wimbledon, one US Open, and three Australian Open tournaments.









hinky

 
/ˈhiNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) dishonest or suspect




•
 
he knew the guy was hinky.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of an object) unreliable




•
 
my brakes are a little hinky.

















– origin

 1950s: of obscure origin.






hinny

 
/ˈhinē/





I.
 
noun




the offspring of a female donkey and a male horse.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
hinnos

 .





hinoki

 
/hiˈnōkē/





I.
 
noun




(also 
hinoki cypress

 )
 — a tall slow-growing tree native to Japan that has bright green leaves and yields a valuable timber.

[
Chamaecyparis obtusa

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Japanese.





hint

 
/hint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight or indirect indication or suggestion




•
 
he has given no 
hint of

 his views.










2.
 
a small piece of practical information or advice




•
 
handy hints about what to buy.










3.
 
a very small trace of something




•
 
Randy smiled with 
a hint of

 mockery.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suggest or indicate something indirectly or covertly




•
 
there were those who 
hinted at

 doctored evidence




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
Edwards has hinted that he will dispose of his majority shareholding.










2.
 
(
hint at

 )
 — (of a thing) be a slight or possible indication of




•
 
the restrained fronts of the terraced houses only hinted at the wealth within.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
drop a hint






see drop
 .









2.
 
take a (or the) hint






understand and act on a hint




•
 
she tried to put him off but he didn't take the hint.





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘occasion, opportunity’): apparently from obsolete 
hent

 ‘grasp, get hold of,’ from Old English 
hentan

 , of Germanic origin; related to hunt
 . The basic notion is ‘something that may be taken advantage of.’





hinterland

 
/ˈhin(t)ərˌland /

 
hinterlands





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the often uncharted areas beyond a coastal district or a river's banks




•
 
early settlers were driven from the coastal areas into the hinterland.










2.
 
an area surrounding a town or port and served by it




•
 
the city had grown prosperous by exploiting its local western hinterland.










3.
 
an area lying beyond what is visible or known




•
 
in the hinterland of his mind these things rose, dark and ominous.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
hinter

 ‘behind’ + 
Land

 ‘land.’





hip1


 
/hip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projection of the pelvis and upper thigh bone on each side of the body in human beings and quadrupeds.




2.
 
(
hips

 )
 — the circumference of the body at the buttocks




•
 
a sweater tied around the hips.










3.
 
a person's hip joint




•
 
she ran into a fence and dislocated her hip.










4.
 
the sharp edge of a roof from the ridge to the eaves where two sides meet.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be joined at the hip








‹informal›

 (of two people) be inseparable.









2.
 
on the hip








‹archaic›

 at a disadvantage.















– origin

 Old English 
hype

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heup

 and German 
Hüfte

 , also to hop
 1
 .





hip2


 
/hip /

 
rose hip





I.
 
noun




the fruit of a rose, especially a wild kind.











– origin

 Old English 
hēope

 , 
hīope

 ; related to Dutch 
joop

 and German 
Hiefe

 .






hip3


 
/hip/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 following the latest fashion, especially in popular music and clothes




•
 
it's becoming hip to be environmentally conscious.










2.
 


‹informal›

 understanding; aware




•
 
he's trying to show how 
hip

 he is 
to

 Americana.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hiply






adverb













2.
 
hipness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





hip4


 
/hip/





I.
 
exclamation




introducing a communal cheer




•
 
hip, hip, hooray!

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





HIPAA

 
/ˈhipˌô/






abbreviation




Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, a 1996 Federal law that restricts access to individuals' private medical information


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
HIPAA regulations.



















hipbone

 
/ˈhipˌbōn/






noun




a large bone forming the main part of the pelvis on each side of the body and consisting of the fused ilium, ischium, and pubis.

Also called innominate bone
 .













hip boot






noun




a waterproof boot that reaches the hip.













hip flask

 
/ˈhip ˌflask/






noun




a small flask for liquor, of a kind intended to be carried in a hip pocket.













hip-hop





I.
 
noun




a style of popular music of US black and Hispanic origin, featuring rap with an electronic backing.











– origin

 1980s: reduplication probably based on hip
 3
 .





hip-huggers

 
/hip ˈhəɡərz /

 
hiphuggers






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 pants hanging from the hips rather than from the waist.













hip joint

 
/ˈhip ˌjoint/






noun




the ball-and-socket joint connecting a leg to the trunk of the body, in which the head of the thigh bone fits into the socket of the ilium.













Hipparchus

 
/hiˈpärkəs/






(
c.

 170–after 126 
BC

 ), Greek astronomer and geographer. He is best known for his discovery of the precession of the equinoxes and is credited with the invention of trigonometry.









hipped1


 
/hipt/






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) having hips of a specified kind




•
 
a thin-hipped girl.



















hipped2


 
/hipt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
hipped on

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 obsessed or infatuated with




•
 
why are you suddenly hipped on discipline?

















– origin

 1920s: from hip
 3
 , or as the past participle of 
hip

 ‘make someone hip (i.e., aware).’






hippie

 
/ˈhipē /

 
hippy





I.
 
noun




(especially in the 1960s) a person of unconventional appearance, typically having long hair and wearing beads, associated with a subculture involving a rejection of conventional values and the taking of hallucinogenic drugs.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to hippies or the subculture associated with them




•
 
he epitomized the hippie biker.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hippiedom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
hippiness






noun













3.
 
hippyish

 
/ˈhipē-iSH /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from hip
 3
 + -ie
 (
sense

 1).





hippo

 
/ˈhipō/






noun




informal term for hippopotamus
 .













hippocampus

 
/ˌhipəˈkampəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the elongated ridges on the floor of each lateral ventricle of the brain, thought to be the center of emotion, memory, and the autonomic nervous system.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
hippokampos

 , from 
hippos

 ‘horse’ + 
kampos

 ‘sea monster.’





hip pocket

 
/ˈhip ˌpäkət/





I.
 
noun




a pocket in the back of a pair of pants.








II.
 
phrases





in someone's hip pocket








(N. Amer.)

 completely under someone's control.

















hippocras

 
/ˈhipəˌkras/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 wine flavored with spices.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ipocras

 ‘Hippocrates’ (see Hippocrates
 ), translating medieval Latin 
vinum Hippocraticum

 ‘Hippocratic wine’ (because it was strained through a filter called a 
Hippocrates' sleeve

 ).






Hippocrates

 
/hiˈpäkrədēz/






(
c.

 460–377 
BC

 ), Greek physician, traditionally regarded as the father of medicine. His name is associated with the medical profession's Hippocratic oath because of his attachment to a body of ancient Greek medical writings, probably none of which was written by him.









Hippocratic oath

 
/ˌhipəˌkradik ˈōTH/





I.
 
noun




an oath stating the obligations and proper conduct of doctors, formerly taken by those beginning medical practice. Parts of the oath are still used in most medical schools.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
Hippocratic

 from medieval Latin 
Hippocraticus

 ‘relating to Hippocrates’ (see Hippocrates
 ).





Hippocrene

 
/ˈhipəˌkrēn, ˌhipəˈkrēnē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 used to refer to poetic or literary inspiration.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Hippokrēnē

 , 
Hippou krēnē

 , literally ‘fountain of the horse’ (from 
hippos

 ‘horse’ + 
krēnē

 ‘fountain’), the name of a fountain on Mount Helicon sacred to the Muses, which according to legend was produced by a stroke of Pegasus' hoof.





hippodrome

 
/ˈhipəˌdrōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[as 
name

 ]
 — a theater or other performance venue




•
 
“Tuna Does Vegas” is ending this week at the Waco Hippodrome.










2.
 
(in ancient Greece or Rome) a course for chariot or horse races.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, via Latin from Greek 
hippodromos

 , from 
hippos

 ‘horse’ + 
dromos

 ‘race, course.’ The early sense led to the term's use as a grandiose name for a modern circus, later applied to other places of popular entertainment (late 19th cent).





hippogriff

 
/ˈhipəˌɡrif /

 
hippogryph





I.
 
noun




a mythical creature with the body of a horse and the wings and head of an eagle, born of the union of a male griffin and a filly.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
hippogriffe

 , from Italian 
ippogrifo

 , from Greek 
hippos

 ‘horse’ + Italian 
grifo

 ‘griffin.’





hip pointer






noun




a sports injury in which the point of the hip is deeply bruised and painful.













Hippolytus

 
/hiˈpälədəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Theseus, banished and cursed by his father after being falsely accused by Phaedra, his father's wife, of rape. He was killed when a sea monster, sent by Poseidon in response to the curse, frightened his horses as he drove his chariot along a seashore.










hippopotamus

 
/ˌhipəˈpädəməs/





I.
 
noun




a large thick-skinned semiaquatic African mammal, with massive jaws and large tusks.

[Family 
Hippopotamidae

 : the very large 
Hippopotamus amphibius

 , frequenting rivers and lakes, and the smaller 
pygmy hippopotamus

 (
Choeropsis liberiensis

 ), frequenting forests near fresh water in West Africa.]











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
hippopotamos

 , earlier 
hippos ho potamios

 ‘river horse’ (from 
hippos

 ‘horse,’ 
potamos

 ‘river’).





Hippo Regius

 
/ˌhipō ˈrējēəs/






see Annaba
 .









hippotherapy

 
/ˌhipōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the use of horseback riding as a therapeutic or rehabilitative treatment, especially as a means of improving coordination, balance, and strength




•
 
during hippotherapy a person with cerebral palsy can benefit from trying to maintain balance in response to a horse's motion.

















– origin

 1980s: from Greek 
hippos

 ‘horse’ + therapy
 .





hippus

 
/ˈhipəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 spasmodic or rhythmic contraction of the pupil of the eye, a symptom of some neurological conditions.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hippos

 ‘tremor of the eyes.’





hippy1


 
/ˈhipē/






noun, adjective




variant spelling of hippie
 .













hippy2


 
/ˈhipē/






adjective




(of a woman) having large hips.













hippy-dippy

 
/ˌhipēˈdipē/






adjective






‹informal›

 rejecting conventional practices or behavior in a way perceived to be vague and unconsidered or foolishly idealistic




•
 
despite her hippy-dippy reputation, discipline seems to be the key to her success.



















hip roof

 
hipped roof






noun




a roof with the ends inclined, as well as the sides.













hipshot

 
/ˈhipSHät/






adjective, adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 having a dislocated hip.




2.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 having a posture with one hip lower than the other.













hipster1


 
/ˈhipstər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who follows the latest trends and fashions, especially those regarded as being outside the cultural mainstream.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hipsterish






adjective













2.
 
hipsterism

 
/-ˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1940s (used originally as an equivalent term to hepcat
 ): from hip
 3
 + -ster
 .





hipster2


 
/ˈhipstər/





I.
 
adjective




(of a garment) having the waistline at the hips rather than the waist.








II.
 
noun

 — (
hipsters

 )


1.
 
pants having a waistline at the hips; hip-huggers.














hiragana

 
/ˌhirəˈɡänə/





I.
 
noun




the more cursive and more widely used form of kana (syllabic writing) used in Japanese, especially used for function words and inflections.

Compare with katakana
 .











– origin

 Japanese, ‘plain kana.’





hircine

 
/ˈhərsīn ˈhərsən/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 of or resembling a goat.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
hircinus

 , from 
hircus

 ‘he-goat.’






hire

 
/ˈhī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ (someone) for wages




•
 
management hired and fired labor in line with demand.










2.
 
employ for a short time to do a particular job




•
 
don't hire a babysitter who's under 16




•
 (as 
adj.

 
hired

 )
 
a hired assassin.










3.
 
(
hire oneself out

 )
 — make oneself available for temporary employment




•
 
he hired himself out as a laborer.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 obtain the temporary use of (something) for an agreed payment; rent




•
 
she had to hire a dress for the wedding.










5.
 
(
hire something out

 )
 — grant the temporary use of something for an agreed payment.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of hiring someone or something.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who is hired; an employee




•
 
new hires go through six months of training.














III.
 
phrases





for (or on) hire






available to be hired.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hireable

 
/ˈhīrəb(ə)l /

 
hirable






adjective













2.
 
hirer

 
/ˈhīrər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hȳrian

 ‘employ (someone) for wages,’ 
hȳr

 ‘payment under contract for the use of something’; related to Dutch 
huren

 (verb), 
huur

 (noun).





hire car

 
/ˈhī(ə)r ˌkär/






noun






(Brit.)

 a rental car.













hired girl






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a female domestic servant.













hired gun






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an expert brought in to resolve complex problems or to lobby for a cause




•
 
it is a chance for an insurance company's hired gun to find some excuse to deny your benefits.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a hired bodyguard, mercenary, or assassin.














hired hand






noun




a person hired to do short-term manual work.













hired man

 
/ˈhī(ə)rd man/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a male domestic servant.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for hired hand
 .













hireling

 
/ˈhī(ə)rliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person employed to undertake menial work.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who works purely for material reward




•
 
the government's paid hirelings assure us that we're on our way out of recession.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from hire
 + -ling
 , on the pattern of Dutch 
huurling

 .





hire purchase

 
/ˈhī(ə)r ˈˌpərCHəs/






noun




British term for installment plan
 .













hi-res

 
/hīˈrez /

 
high-res





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a display or a photographic or video image) showing a large amount of detail.











– origin

 1960s: short for high-resolution
 .





Hirohito

 
/ˌhirəˈhēdō/






(1901–89), emperor of Japan 1926–89; full name 
Michinomiya Hirohito

 . Regarded as the 124th direct descendant of Jimmu, he refrained from involvement in politics, although he was instrumental in obtaining Japan's agreement to the unconditional surrender that ended World War II. In 1946, the new constitution imposed by the US obliged him to renounce his divinity and become a constitutional monarch.









Hiroshima

 
/ˌhirōˈSHēmə/






a city in southwestern Japan, on the southern coast of the island of Honshu; pop. 1,144,572 (2007). It was the target of the first atom bomb, which was dropped by the US on August 6, 1945, and resulted in the deaths of about one third of the city's population of 300,000. This, with a second attack on Nagasaki three days later, led to Japan's surrender and to the end of World War II.









Hirschsprung's disease

 
/ˈhirSHpro͝oNGz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a congenital condition in which the rectum and part of the colon fail to develop a normal system of nerves, and consequently feces accumulate in the colon following birth.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Harald 
Hirschprung

 (1830–1916), Danish pediatrician.





hirsute

 
/ˈhərˌso͞ot ˈhirˌso͞ot hərˈso͞ot hirˈso͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




hairy




•
 
their hirsute chests.














II.
 
derivatives





hirsuteness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
hirsutus

 .





hirsutism

 
/ˈhərso͞oˌtizəm, hərˈso͞o-, ˈhi(ə)rˌso͞o-/






noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal growth of hair on a person's face and body, especially on a woman.













Hirt, Al

 
/hərt/






(1922–99) US trumpeter; full name 
Alois Maxwell Hirt

 . At first noted for his Dixieland jazz, he later, during the 1960s, turned to playing more nonjazz music, such as in his Grammy-winning song 
“Java”

 (1964). From the 1970s he was based in New Orleans, his hometown, and performed in his own nightclub when not on tour. Albums of his music put together after his death include 
Music to Watch Girls By

 (2000) and 
Cocktail Hour

 (2000).









hirundine

 
/hiˈrəndin, -ˌdīn/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a songbird of the swallow family (
Hirundinidae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
hirundo

 ‘swallow’ + -ine
 1
 .





his

 
/hiz/





I.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with a male person or animal previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
James sold his business.










2.
 
belonging to or associated with a person or animal of unspecified sex (in modern use chiefly replaced by “his or her” or “their”)




•
 
any child with delayed speech should have his hearing checked.










3.
 
(
His

 )
 — used in titles




•
 
His Honor




•
 
His Lordship.














II.
 
possessive pronoun




used to refer to a thing or things belonging to or associated with a male person or animal previously mentioned




•
 
he took my hand in his




•
 
some friends 
of his

 .














III.
 
phrases





his and hers






(of matching items) for husband and wife, or men and women




•
 
his and hers towels.





















– origin

 Old English, genitive singular form of 
he

 , 
hē

 ‘he’ and 
hit

 ‘it.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at he
 .





Hispanic

 
/hiˈspanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Spain or to Spanish-speaking countries, especially those of Latin America.




2.
 
of or relating to Spanish-speaking people or their culture, especially in the US.








II.
 
noun




a Spanish-speaking person living in the US, especially one of Latin American descent.








III.
 
derivatives





Hispanicize

 
/hiˈspaniˌsīz /






verb



















– origin

 from Latin 
Hispanicus

 , from 
Hispania

 ‘Spain.’ / 
usage:

 In US English, 
Hispanic

 is the standard accepted term when referring to Spanish-speaking people living in the US. Other, more specific, terms such as 
Latino

 (for people of Latin American descent) and 
Chicano

 (for those of Mexican descent) are also used where occasion demands. With these words of Spanish origin, the feminine forms 
Latina

 and 
Chicana

 should be used when referring to women or girls. The masculine forms (with 
-o

 ) are used when referring to both sexes together, or to men or boys. See also usage at Chicano
 .





Hispanic American





I.
 
noun




a US citizen or resident of Hispanic descent.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting Hispanic Americans.













Hispaniola

 
/ˌhispənˈyōlə/






an island in the Greater Antilles in the Caribbean Sea, divided into the countries of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. After its European discovery by Columbus in 1492, Hispaniola was colonized by the Spaniards, who ceded the western part (now Haiti) to France in 1697.









Hispanist

 
/ˈhispənəst /

 
Hispanicist






noun




an expert in or student of the language, literature, and civilization of Spain and the Spanish-speaking countries of Latin America.













Hispano

 
/hiˈspanō, -ˈspänō/






noun



1.
 
a person descended from Spanish settlers in the Southwest before it was annexed to the US.




2.
 
a Hispanic.













Hispano-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
Spanish; Spanish and …




•
 
Hispano-Argentine.










2.
 
relating to Spain.











– origin

 from Latin 
Hispanus

 ‘Spanish.’





Hispanophobe

 
/hiˈspanəˌfōb/






noun




a person who dislikes or fears Spanish-speaking peoples or countries.













hispid

 
/ˈhispid/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 covered with stiff hair or bristles.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
hispidus

 .






hiss

 
/his/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a sharp sibilant sound as of the letter 
s






•
 
the escaping gas was now hissing.










2.
 
(of a person) make a sibilant sound as a sign of disapproval or derision




•
 
the audience hissed loudly at the mention of his name.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express disapproval of (someone) by hissing




•
 
he was hissed off the stage.










4.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — whisper something in an urgent or angry way




•
 
he hissed at them to be quiet




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Get back!” he hissed.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp sibilant sound




•
 
the spit and hiss of a cornered cat.










2.
 
a sibilant sound used as an expression of disapproval or derision




•
 
a hiss of annoyance.










3.
 
electrical interference at audio frequencies




•
 
tape hiss.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): imitative.





Hiss, Alger

 
/his/






(1904–96), US public official. In 1948 he was accused by journalist Whittaker Chambers of passing State Department documents to a Soviet agent.









hisself

 
/hiˈself, hiz-/






pronoun




nonstandard spelling of himself
 , used in representing informal or dialect speech.













hissy

 
/ˈhisē /

 
hissy fit






noun




an angry outburst or tantrum.













hist

 
/hist/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 used to attract attention or call for silence.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the late 16th cent.





hist.






abbreviation



1.
 
histology.




2.
 
historian.




3.
 
historical.




4.
 
history.













hist-






combining form




variant spelling of histo-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
histidine

 ).













histamine

 
/ˈhistəˌmēn ˈhistəˌmin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is released by cells in response to injury and in allergic and inflammatory reactions, causing contraction of smooth muscle and dilation of capillaries.

[A heterocyclic amine; chem. formula: C5
 H9
 N3
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





histaminic

 
/ˌhistəˈminik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of histidine
 and amine
 .






histidine

 
/ˈhistəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a basic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates, and is the source from which histamine is derived in the body.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H9
 N3
 O2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
histos

 ‘web, tissue’ + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





histiocyte

 
/ˈhistēəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a stationary phagocytic cell present in connective tissue.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
histion

 (diminutive of 
histos

 ‘tissue, web’) + -cyte
 .






histo-

 
hist-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 relating to organic tissue




•
 
histochemistry




•
 
histocompatibility.

















– origin

 from Greek 
histos

 ‘web, tissue.’





histochemistry

 
/ˌhistəˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the identification and distribution of the chemical constituents of tissues by means of stains, indicators, and microscopy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
histochemical

 
/-ˈkemikəl /






adjective













2.
 
histochemically

 
/-ˈkəmik(ə)lē /






adverb





















histocompatibility

 
/ˌhistōkəmˌpadəˈbilədē/






noun






[Medicine]

 compatibility between the tissues of different individuals, so that one accepts a graft from the other without having an immune reaction.













histogenesis

 
/ˌhistəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the differentiation of cells into specialized tissues and organs during growth.








II.
 
derivatives





histogenetic

 
/ˌhistəjəˈnetik /






adjective





















histogram

 
/ˈhistəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a diagram consisting of rectangles whose area is proportional to the frequency of a variable and whose width is equal to the class interval.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
histos

 ‘mast, web’ + -gram
 1
 .





histology

 
/hiˈstäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the study of the microscopic structure of tissues.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
histologic

 
/ˌhistəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
histological

 
/ˌhistəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
histologist

 
/hiˈstäləjəst /






noun





















histolysis

 
/hiˈstäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the breaking down of tissues (e.g., during animal metamorphosis).








II.
 
derivatives





histolytic

 
/ˌhistəˈlitik /






adjective





















histone

 
/ˈhistōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of basic proteins found in chromatin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German, perhaps from Greek 
histanai

 ‘arrest’ or from 
histos

 ‘web, tissue.’





histopathology

 
/ˌhistōpəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of changes in tissues caused by disease.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
histopathological

 
/ˌhistōˌpaTHəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
histopathologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















histoplasmosis

 
/ˌhistōplazˈmōsis/






noun






[Medicine]

 infection by a fungus found in the droppings of birds and bats in humid areas. It is not serious if confined to the lungs but can be fatal if spread throughout the body.

[The fungus is 
Histoplasma capsulatum

 .]













historian

 
/hiˈstôrēən/





I.
 
noun




an expert in or student of history, especially that of a particular period, geographical region, or social phenomenon




•
 
a military historian.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
historien

 , from Latin 
historia

 (see history
 ).






historiated

 
/hiˈstôrēˌādəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of an initial letter in an illuminated manuscript) decorated with designs representing scenes from the text.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
historié

 , past participle of 
historier

 in an obsolete sense ‘illustrate,’ from medieval Latin 
historiare

 , from 
historia

 (see history
 ).






historic

 
/hiˈstôrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
famous or important in history, or potentially so




•
 
we are standing on a historic site




•
 
a time of historic change.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 of or concerning history; of the past




•
 
eruptions in historic times.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a tense) used in the narration of past events, especially Latin and Greek imperfect and pluperfect.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to or in accordance with history’): via Latin from Greek 
historikos

 , from 
historia

 ‘narrative, knowing by inquiry’ (see history
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 On the use of 
an

 historic moment or 
a

 historic moment, see an
 . 
2

 In general, 
historic

 means ‘notable in history, significant in history,’ as in a Supreme Court decision, a battlefield, or a great discovery. 
Historical

 means ‘relating to history or past events’: (historical society; historical documents). To write 
historic

 instead of 
historical

 may imply a greater significance than is warranted: a 
historical

 lecture may simply tell about something that happened, whereas a 
historic

 lecture would in some way change the course of human events. It would be correct to say, Professor Suarez's historical lecture on the Old Southwest was given at the historic mission church.





historical

 
/hiˈstôrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning history; concerning past events




•
 
the historical background to such studies.










2.
 
belonging to the past, not the present




•
 
famous historical figures.










3.
 
(especially of a novel or movie) set in the past.




4.
 
(of the study of a subject) based on an analysis of its development over a period




•
 
for the Darwinians, biogeography became a historical science.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
historikos

 (see historic
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 On the difference between 
historical

 and 
historic

 , see usage at historic
 . 
2

 On the use of 
an

 historical event or 
a

 historical event, see an
 .





historical linguistics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the history and development of languages.













historically

 
/hiˈstôrik(ə)lē hiˈstärik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
with reference to past events




•
 
a historically accurate picture of the time.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in the past




•
 
historically, government policy has favored urban dwellers.



















historical materialism






noun




another term for dialectical materialism
 .













historicism

 
/hiˈstôrəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the theory that social and cultural phenomena are determined by history.




2.
 
the belief that historical events are governed by laws.




3.
 
the tendency to regard historical development as the most basic aspect of human existence.




4.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 (in artistic and architectural contexts) excessive regard for past styles.








II.
 
derivatives





historicist






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from historic
 , translating German 
Historismus

 .





historicity

 
/ˌhistəˈrisədē/






noun




historical authenticity




•
 
an effort to assert the historicity of poetry and the political power of poets.



















historicize

 
/hiˈstôrəˌsīz, -ˈstär-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat or represent as historical.








II.
 
derivatives





historicization

 
/hiˌstôrəsəˈzāSHon, -ˌstär- /






noun






















historic present

 
/hiˌstôrik ˈprezənt/






noun






[Grammar]

 the present tense used instead of the past in vivid narrative, especially in titles, such as 
The Empire Strikes Back

 , and informally in speech, e.g., “so I say to him.”













historiography

 
/hiˌstôrēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of historical writing.




2.
 
the writing of history.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
historiographer

 
/hiˌstôrēˈäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
historiographic

 
/-əˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
historiographical

 
/hiˌstôrēəˈɡrafək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
historiographia

 , from 
historia

 ‘narrative, history’ + 
graphia

 ‘writing.’






history

 
/ˈhist(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of past events, particularly in human affairs




•
 
medieval European history.










2.
 
the past considered as a whole




•
 
letters that have changed the course of history.










3.
 
the whole series of past events connected with someone or something




•
 
the history of Aegean painting.










4.
 
an eventful past




•
 
the group has quite a history.










5.
 
a past characterized by a particular thing




•
 
his family had a history of insanity.










6.
 
a continuous, typically chronological, record of important or public events or of a particular trend or institution




•
 
a history of the labor movement.










7.
 
a historical play




•
 
Shakespeare's comedies, histories, and tragedies.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be history





a.
 
be perceived as no longer relevant to the present




•
 
the mainframe will soon be history




•
 
I was making a laughingstock of myself, but that's history now.










b.
 


‹informal›

 used to indicate imminent departure, dismissal, or death




•
 
an inch either way and you'd be history.















2.
 
go down in history






be remembered or recorded in history.









3.
 
make history






do something that is remembered in or influences the course of history.









4.
 
the rest is history






used to indicate that the events succeeding those already related are so well known that they need not be recounted again




•
 
they teamed up, discovered that they could make music, and the rest is history.





















– origin

 late Middle English (also as a verb): via Latin from Greek 
historia

 ‘finding out, narrative, history,’ from 
histōr

 ‘learned, wise man,’ from an Indo-European root shared by wit
 2
 .





histosol

 
/ˈhistəˌsôl, -ˌsäl/






noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising peaty soils, with a deep surface layer of purely organic material.














histrionic

 
/ˌhistrēˈänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
overly theatrical or melodramatic in character or style




•
 
a histrionic outburst.










2.
 


‹formal›

 of or concerning actors or acting




•
 
histrionic talents.










3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 denoting a personality disorder marked by shallow, volatile emotions, and attention-seeking behavior.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
histrionics

 )
 — exaggerated dramatic behavior designed to attract attention




•
 
discussions around the issue have been based as much in histrionics as in history.










2.
 
dramatic performance; theater.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 an actor.








III.
 
derivatives





histrionically

 
/ˌhistrēˈänək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘dramatically exaggerated, hypocritical’): from late Latin 
histrionicus

 , from Latin 
histrio(n-)

 ‘actor.’






hit

 
/hit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring one's hand or a tool or weapon into contact with (someone or something) quickly and forcefully




•
 
the woman hit the mugger with her umbrella




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
use your words, but do not hit




•
 
the police 
hit out

 with billy clubs.










2.
 
accidentally strike (part of one's body) against something, often causing injury




•
 
she fainted and 
hit

 her head 
on

 the metal bedstead.










3.
 
(of a moving object or body) come into contact with (someone or something stationary) quickly and forcefully




•
 
a car hit the barrier.










4.
 


‹informal›

 touch or press (part of a machine or other device) in order to work it




•
 
he picked up the phone and hit several buttons.










5.
 
cause harm or distress to




•
 
the area has been badly hit by business closures.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hit out

 )
 — make a strongly worded criticism or attack




•
 
he 
hit out at

 suppliers for hyping their products.










7.
 
(of a disaster) occur in and cause damage to (an area) suddenly




•
 
the country was hit by a major earthquake.










8.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 attack and rob or kill




•
 
if they're cops, maybe it's not a good idea to have them hit.










9.
 


‹informal›

 be affected by (an unfortunate and unexpected circumstance or event)




•
 
the opening of the town center hit a snag.










10.
 
(of a missile or a person aiming one) strike (a target)




•
 
the sniper fired and hit a third man.










11.
 


‹informal›

 reach (a particular level, point, or figure)




•
 
his career hit rock bottom.










12.
 


‹informal›

 arrive at or go to (a place)




•
 
we hit a diner for coffee and doughnuts




•
 
it was still night when we hit the outskirts of Chicago.










13.
 
be suddenly and vividly realized by


[with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]


•
 
it hit her that I wanted to settle down here.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a piece of music, film, or play) be successful




•
 
actors are promised a pay increase if a show hits.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take effect




•
 
we sat waiting for the caffeine to hit.










16.
 


‹informal›

 give (someone) a dose of a drug or an alcoholic drink.




17.
 


‹informal›

 (of a product) become available and make an impact on




•
 
the latest board game to hit the market.










18.
 


‹informal›

 used to express the idea that someone is taking up a pursuit or taking it seriously




•
 
more and more teenagers are hitting the books.










19.
 
(
hit someone for/up for

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 ask someone for




•
 
she was waiting for the right moment to hit her mother for some cash.










20.
 
propel (a ball) with a bat, racket, stick, etc., to score or attempt to score runs or points in a game.




21.
 
score (runs or points) by hitting a ball with a bat, racket, or stick




•
 
he had hit 25 home runs.










22.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a batter) make a base hit.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of striking or being struck




•
 
few structures can withstand a hit from a speeding car.










2.
 
a verbal attack




•
 
he could not resist a 
hit at

 his friend's religiosity.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a murder, typically one planned and carried out by a criminal organization.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 short for base hit
 .




5.
 
an instance of striking the target aimed at




•
 
one of the bombers had scored a direct hit.










6.
 
a successful venture, especially in entertainment




•
 
he was the director of many big hits




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hit comedy.










7.
 
a successful film, pop record, or song




•
 
he was the director of many big hits.










8.
 


‹informal›

 a successful and popular person or thing




•
 
handsome, smiling, and smart, he was an immediate hit.










9.
 


[Computing]

 an instance of identifying an item of data that matches the requirements of a search.




10.
 
an instance of a particular website being accessed by a user




•
 
the site gets an average 350,000 hits per day.










11.
 


‹informal›

 a dose of a psychoactive drug.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hit-and-miss







/ˈˌhit n ˈmis /

 — done or occurring at random




•
 
picking a remedy can be a bit hit-and-miss.















2.
 
hit someone below the belt





a.
 


[Boxing]

 give one's opponent an illegal low blow.




b.
 
behave unfairly, especially so as to gain an unfair advantage.









3.
 
hit someone for six






see six
 .









4.
 
hit the bottle






see bottle
 .









5.
 
hit the ground running








‹informal›

 start something and proceed at a fast pace with enthusiasm.









6.
 
hit the hay






see hay
 1
 .









7.
 
hit home






see home
 .









8.
 
hit it off








‹informal›

 be naturally friendly or well suited.









9.
 
hit the jackpot






see jackpot
 .









10.
 
hit the mark






be successful in an attempt or accurate in a guess.









11.
 
hit the nail on the head






find exactly the right answer.









12.
 
hit-or-miss







/ˈˌhid ôr ˈmis /

 — as likely to be unsuccessful as successful




•
 
her work can be hit-or-miss.















13.
 
hit the right note






see note
 .









14.
 
hit the road (or trail)








‹informal›

 set out on a journey.









15.
 
hit the roof






see roof
 .









16.
 
hit the sack






see sack
 1
 .









17.
 
hit the spot






see spot
 .









18.
 
make a hit






be successful or popular




•
 
you made a big hit with her.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hit on (or upon)





a.
 
discover or think of, especially by chance




•
 
she hit on a novel idea for fund-raising.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 make sexual advances toward.









2.
 
hit someone up








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 attempt to get something, typically money, from someone




•
 
he hit up some family members.





















– origin

 late Old English 
hittan

 (in the sense ‘come upon, find’), from Old Norse 
hitta

 ‘come upon, meet with,’ of unknown origin.





hit-and-run

 
//






adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to a motor accident in which the vehicle involved does not stop




•
 
a man on a bicycle had been struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a swift attack followed by immediate withdrawal




•
 
a hit-and-run guerrilla war in the streets.










3.
 
done or intended for quickness of effect rather than for permanency




•
 
hit-and-run agents who sign rookies to huge bonuses and buy themselves getaway cars.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 designating an offensive play in which a base runner, not attempting to steal a base, runs before the pitch is thrown, in an attempt to advance further in case of a hit.














hitch

 
/hiCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (something) into a different position with a jerk




•
 
she hitched the blanket around him




•
 
he 
hitched

 his pants 
up

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 travel by hitchhiking.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain (a ride) by hitchhiking.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or tether with a rope




•
 
he returned to where he had hitched his horse.










5.
 
harness (a draft animal or team)




•
 
Thomas 
hitched

 the pony 
to

 his cart.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a temporary interruption or problem




•
 
everything went 
without a hitch

 .










2.
 
a knot used for fastening a rope to another rope or something else.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a device for attaching one thing to another, especially the tow bar of a motor vehicle




•
 
a trailer hitch.










4.
 


‹informal›

 an act of hitchhiking.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a period of service




•
 
his 12-year hitch in the navy.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get hitched








‹informal›

 marry.









2.
 
hitch one's wagon to a star






try to succeed by forming a relationship with someone who is already successful.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘lift up with a jerk’): of unknown origin.





Hitchcock, Sir Alfred

 
/ˈhiCHˌkäk/






(1899–1980), English movie director; full name 
Sir Alfred Joseph Hitchcock

 . Acclaimed in Britain for movies such as 
The Thirty-Nine Steps

 (1935), he moved to Hollywood in 1939. Among his later works, notable for their suspense and their technical ingenuity, are the thrillers 
Strangers on a Train

 (1951), 
Psycho

 (1960), and 
The Birds

 (1963).









hitcher

 
/ˈhiCHər/






noun




a hitchhiker.













hitchhike

 
/ˈhiCHˌhīk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel by getting free rides in passing vehicles




•
 
he dropped out in 1976 and hitchhiked west.














II.
 
noun




a journey made by hitchhiking.








III.
 
derivatives





hitchhiker

 
/ˈhiCHˌhīkər /






noun






















hither

 
/ˈhiT͟Hər/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 to or toward this place




•
 
I little knew then that such calamity would summon me hither!














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 situated on this side




•
 
on the hither side of the service road.

















– origin

 Old English 
hider

 , of Germanic origin; related to he
 and here
 .






hither and thither

 
hither and yon






adverb




in various directions, especially in a disorganized way




•
 
the entire household ran hither and thither.



















hitherto

 
/ˌhiT͟Hərˈto͞o/






adverb




until now or until the point in time under discussion




•
 
there is a need to replace what has hitherto been a haphazard method of payment.



















hitherward

 
/ˈhiT͟Hərwərd/






adverb






‹archaic›

 to or toward this place.














Hitler, Adolf

 
/ˈhitlər/





I.
 
(1889–1945), German leader, born in Austria; chancellor of Germany 1933–45. He cofounded the National Socialist German Workers’ (Nazi) Party in 1919 and came to prominence through his powers of oratory. He wrote 
Mein Kampf

 (1925), an exposition of his political ideas, while in prison. He established the totalitarian Third Reich in 1933. His expansionist foreign policy precipitated World War II, while his fanatical anti-Semitism led to the Holocaust.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Hitler

 )
 — a person with authoritarian or tyrannical characteristics




•
 
little Hitlers in the classroom.










III.
 
derivatives





Hitlerite

 
/-ˌrīt /






noun, adjective





















Hitlerian

 
/hitˈlerēən/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of Hitler or the policies of the Nazi party




•
 
a stiff Hitlerian salute.










2.
 
authoritarian or tyrannical




•
 
this era of Hitlerian anti-smoking zealotry.



















Hitlerism

 
/ˈhitləˌrizəm/






noun




the political principles or policies of Hitler or the Nazi party in Germany 1933–45




•
 
the rise of Hitlerism in Germany.



















Hitler mustache






noun




a small square mustache like that worn by Adolf Hitler.













Hitler salute






noun




another term for Nazi salute
 .













hit list

 
/ˈhit ˌlist/






noun



1.
 
a list of people to be killed for criminal or political reasons




•
 
her lover may be on the killer’s hit list.










2.
 
a list of people or things selected as the object of a certain treatment or course of action




•
 
we do not know at the moment whether health and education are also at the top of the government's hit list.



















hitmaker

 
/ˈhitmākər/






noun






‹informal›

 a successful singer or producer of popular music.













hitman

 
/ˈhitman/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is paid to kill someone, especially for a criminal or political organization.













hit parade

 
/ˈhit pəˌrād/






noun






‹dated›

 a weekly listing of the current bestselling pop records.













hit squad

 
/ˈhit ˌskwäd/






noun




a team of assassins.













Hitt.






abbreviation




Hittite.













hittable

 
/ˈhidəbəl/






adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
[Sport]

 (of a pitch or stroke) capable of being hit




•
 
he might be letting too many hittable balls pass him by.










2.
 


(US)

 
[Sport]

 (of a player) making pitches or strokes that are capable of being hit




•
 
without a doubt, he is the most hittable pitcher in the history of baseball.



















hitter

 
/ˈhidər/






noun




a person who hits a ball with a bat, racket, stick, etc. to score runs or points in a game




•
 
I was a pretty good hitter in baseball




•
 
the hardest hitter of a squash ball in the world.



















Hittite

 
/ˈhitīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient people who established an empire in Asia Minor and Syria that flourished from 
c.

 1700 to 
c.

 1200 
BC

 .




2.
 
a subject of the Hittite empire or one of their descendants, including the members of a Canaanite or Syrian people mentioned in the Bible (11th to 8th century 
BC

 ).




3.
 
the Anatolian language of the Hittites, the earliest attested Indo-European language. Written in both hieroglyphic and cuneiform scripts, it was deciphered in the early 20th century.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hittites, their empire, or their language.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
Ḥittīm

 , ultimately from Hittite 
Ḫatti

 .





HIV

 
/ˌāCH ˌī ˈvē/






abbreviation




human immunodeficiency virus, a retrovirus that causes AIDS.













hive

 
/hīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a beehive.




2.
 
the bees in a hive.




3.
 
a thing that has the domed shape of a beehive.




4.
 
a place in which people are busily occupied




•
 
the kitchen became 
a hive of activity

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (bees) in a hive.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of bees) enter a hive.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





hive something off








(chiefly Brit.)

 (especially in business) separate something from a larger group or organization, especially from public to private ownership




•
 
the weekly magazine hived off by the BBC.





















– origin

 Old English 
hȳf

 , of Germanic origin.





hive mind






noun



1.
 
a notional entity consisting of a large number of people who share their knowledge or opinions with one another, regarded as producing either uncritical conformity or collective intelligence




•
 
he has become one of those celebrities whose online presence has made him a favorite of the Internet hive mind




•
 
we appeal to the company hive mind when we're stuck.










2.
 
(in science fiction) a unified consciousness or intelligence formed by a number of alien individuals, the resulting consciousness typically exerting control over its constituent members




•
 
there is a Borg Queen who controls the hive mind.




















hives

 
/hīvz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
another term for urticaria
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots, denoting various conditions causing a rash, especially in children): of unknown origin.





HIV-negative

 
/āCHīˌvēˈneɡədiv/






adjective




having had a negative result in a blood test for the AIDS virus HIV




•
 
the HIV-negative partner is at risk of becoming infected.



















HIV-positive

 
/ˌāCHˌīˌvēˈpäzədiv/






adjective




having had a positive result in a blood test for the AIDS virus HIV.













hiya

 
/ˈhī(y)ə/





I.
 
exclamation




an informal greeting.











– origin

 1940s: alteration of 
how are you?







HK






abbreviation




Hong Kong.













hl






abbreviation




hectoliter(s).













HL






abbreviation




(in the UK) House of Lords.













hld.






abbreviation




hold.













hlqn






abbreviation




harlequin.













hm

 
//






abbreviation




hectometer(s).













HM






abbreviation



1.
 
headmaster or headmistress.




2.
 
(in the UK) Her (or His) Majesty('s)




•
 
HM Forces.



















hmm

 
/(h)m/






exclamation




used to express reflection or hesitation




•
 
hmm, interesting idea




•
 
hmm, well I should probably get going.



















HMO






abbreviation




health maintenance organization.














Hmong

 
/hmôNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living traditionally in isolated mountain villages throughout Southeast Asia. Large numbers have immigrated to the US.

Also called Miao
 .




2.
 
the language of the Hmong, occurring in a large number of highly distinct dialects.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hmong or their language.













HMS

 
/ˈˌāCH ˌem ˈes/






abbreviation




Her or His Majesty's Ship, used in the names of ships in the British navy




•
 
HMS Ark Royal.



















HN






abbreviation




head nurse.













hny






abbreviation




honey.














ho1


 
/hō /

 
hoe





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a prostitute.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a woman.











– origin

 1960s: representing a dialect pronunciation of whore
 .






ho2


 
/hō/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
an expression of surprise, admiration, triumph, or derision




•
 
Ho! I'll show you.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — used as the second element of various exclamations




•
 
what ho!




•
 
heave ho.










3.
 
used to call for attention




•
 
ho there!










4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 
[chiefly Nautical]

 used to draw attention to something seen




•
 
land ho!

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in Middle English.





Ho






symbol




the chemical element holmium.













ho.






abbreviation




house.













hoagie

 
/ˈhōɡē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for submarine sandwich
 .











– origin

 of unknown origin.





Hoagland, Edward

 
/ˈhōɡlənd/






(1932–), US writer; full name 
Edward Morley Hoagland

 . His novels include 
Seven Rivers West

 (1986). He also wrote short stories such as those collected in 
The Final Fate of the Alligators

 (1992) and travel books, which include 
African Calliope

 (1979).










hoar

 
/hôr /

 

‹archaic literary›






I.
 
adjective




grayish white; gray or gray-haired with age.








II.
 
noun




hoarfrost.











– origin

 Old English 
hār

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
hehr

 ‘majestic, noble.’





hoard

 
/hôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stock or store of money or valued objects, typically one that is secret or carefully guarded




•
 
he came back to rescue his little 
hoard of

 gold.










2.
 
an ancient store of coins or other valuable artifacts




•
 
a 
hoard of

 Romano-British bronzes.










3.
 
an amassed store of useful information or facts, retained for future use




•
 
a 
hoard of

 secret information about his work.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
amass (money or valued objects) and hide or store away




•
 
thousands of antiques hoarded by a compulsive collector




•
 
many of the boat people had hoarded rations.










2.
 
reserve in the mind for future use


(as 
adj.

 
hoarded

 )


•
 
a year's worth of hoarded resentments and grudges.

















– origin

 Old English 
hord

 (noun), 
hordian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Hort

 (noun), 
horten

 (verb). / 
usage:

 The words 
hoard

 and 
horde

 have some similarities in meaning and are pronounced the same, so it is unsurprising that they are sometimes confused. A 
hoard

 is ‘a secret stock or store of something,’ as in a 
hoard

 of treasure, while a 
horde

 is a disparaging word for ‘a large group of people,’ as in 
hordes

 of fans descended on the stage. Instances of 
hoard

 being used instead of 
horde

 are not uncommon: around a quarter of citations for 
hoard

 in the Oxford English Corpus are for the incorrect use.





hoarder

 
/ˈhôrdər/






noun




a person who hoards things




•
 
I'm a bit of a hoarder.



















hoarding

 
/ˈhôrdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a large board in a public place, used to display advertisements; a billboard.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a temporary board fence erected around a building site.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from obsolete 
hoard

 in the same sense (probably based on Old French 
hourd

 ; related to hurdle
 ) + -ing
 1
 .





hoarfrost

 
/ˈhôrˌfrôst/






noun




a grayish-white crystalline deposit of frozen water vapor formed in clear still weather on vegetation, fences, etc.













hoarse

 
/hôrs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's voice) sounding rough and harsh, typically as the result of a sore throat or of shouting




•
 
a hoarse whisper




•
 [as 
complement

 ]
 
he shouted himself hoarse.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hoarsely

 
/ˈhôrslē /






adverb













2.
 
hoarsen

 
/ˈhôrsən /






verb













3.
 
hoarseness

 
/ˈhôrsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hās

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hees

 . The spelling with 
r

 was influenced in Middle English by an Old Norse cognate.





hoary

 
/ˈhôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
grayish white




•
 
hoary cobwebs.










2.
 
(of a person) having gray or white hair; aged




•
 
a hoary old fellow with a face of white stubble.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used in names of animals and plants covered with whitish fur or short hairs, e.g., 
hoary bat

 , 
hoary cress

 .




4.
 
old and trite




•
 
that hoary American notion that bigger is better.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hoarily

 
/ˈhôrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
hoariness

 
/ˈhôrēnəs /






noun






















hoary marmot

 
/ˌhôrē ˈmärmət/






noun




a large stocky grayish-brown marmot with a whistling call, found in the mountains of northwestern North America.

[
Marmota caligata

 , family 
Sciuridae

 .]













hoatzin

 
/wätˈsēn/





I.
 
noun




a large tree-dwelling tropical American bird with weak flight. Young hoatzins have hooked claws on their wings, enabling them to climb around among the branches.

[
Opisthocomus hoazin

 , the only member of the family 
Opisthocomidae

 (order 
Galliformes

 or 
Cuculiformes

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
uatzin

 , probably imitative of its call.





hoax

 
/hōks/





I.
 
noun




a humorous or malicious deception




•
 
they recognized the plan as a hoax




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he was accused of making hoax calls.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive with a hoax.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a verb): probably a contraction of hocus
 .





hoaxer

 
/ˈhōksər/






noun




a person who tricks or deceives someone by means of a hoax




•
 
improving the tracing of calls has deterred many hoaxers.




















hob1


 
/häb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat metal shelf at the side or back of a fireplace, having its surface level with the top of the grate and used especially for heating pans.




2.
 
a machine tool used for cutting gears or screw threads.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of hub
 . 
Sense

 1, ‘metal shelf by a fireplace,’ dates from the late 17th cent.






hob2


 
/häb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male ferret.

Compare with gill
 4
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a sprite or hobgoblin.








II.
 
phrases





play (or raise) hob








(N. Amer.)

 cause mischief.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘country fellow’): nickname for 
Rob

 , short for 
Robin

 or 
Robert

 , often referring specifically to Robin Goodfellow
 .





Hoban, James

 
/ˈhōbən/






(1762–1831), US architect; born in Ireland. He designed the White House in Washington, DC 1793–1801 and, after it was burned in the War of 1812, supervised its restoration and redesign 1815–29.









Hobart

 
/ˈhōˌbärt/






the capital and chief port of Tasmania, on the southeastern part of the island; pop. 209,287 (2008).









Hobbes, Thomas

 
/häbz/





I.
 
(1588–1679), English philosopher. He believed that human action was motivated entirely by selfish concerns, notably fear of death. He is best known for his treatise 
Leviathan, or the Matter, Form, and Power of a Commonwealth, Ecclesiastical and Civil

 (1651).




II.
 
derivatives





Hobbesian

 
/ˈhäbzēən /






adjective





















hobbit

 
/ˈhäbət/





I.
 
noun




a member of an imaginary race similar to humans, of small size and with hairy feet, in stories by J. R. R. Tolkien.











– origin

 1937: invented by Tolkien in his book 
The Hobbit

 , and said by him to mean ‘hole-dweller.’






hobble

 
/ˈhäbəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk in an awkward way, typically because of pain from an injury




•
 
he was hobbling around on crutches.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tie or strap together (the legs of a horse or other animal) to prevent it from straying.

[variant of hopple
 .]




3.
 
cause (a person or animal) to limp




•
 
Johnson was still hobbled slightly by an ankle injury.










4.
 
restrict the activity or development of




•
 
cotton farmers hobbled by low prices.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an awkward way of walking, typically due to pain from an injury




•
 
he finished the game almost reduced to a hobble.










2.
 
a rope or strap used for hobbling a horse or other animal.








III.
 
derivatives





hobbler

 
/ˈhäb(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Dutch or Low German origin and related to Dutch 
hobbelen

 ‘rock from side to side.’





hobblebush

 
/ˈhäbəlˌbo͝oSH/






noun




a North American viburnum that bears clusters of white or pink flowers and purple-black berries.

[
Viburnum alnifolium

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













hobbledehoy

 
/ˈhäbəldēˌhoi /

 

‹informal, dated›






I.
 
noun




a clumsy or awkward youth.








II.
 
adjective




awkward or clumsy




•
 
his hobbledehoy hands.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





hobble skirt

 
/ˈhäbəl skərt/






noun




a style of skirt so narrow at the hem as to impede walking, popular in the 1910s.













Hobbs

 
/häbz/






a city in southeastern New Mexico, just west of the Texas border, southeast of Roswell; pop. 30,476 (est. 2008).









hobby1


 
/ˈhäbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an activity done regularly in one's leisure time for pleasure




•
 
her hobbies are reading and gardening.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a small horse or pony.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an early type of velocipede.











– origin

 late Middle English 
hobyn

 , 
hoby

 , from nicknames for the given name 
Robin

 . Originally 
sense

 2 (compare with dobbin
 ), it later came to denote a toy horse or hobbyhorse, hence ‘a pastime, something done for pleasure.’





hobby2


 
/ˈhäbē/





I.
 
noun




a migratory Old World falcon with long narrow wings, catching dragonflies and birds on the wing.

[Genus 
Falco

 , family 
Falconidae

 : four species, e.g., the 
hobby

 (
F. subbuteo

 ) of Eurasia.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
hobet

 , diminutive of 
hobe

 ‘falcon.’





hobby farm





I.
 
noun




a small farm operated for pleasure or supplemental income rather than for primary income.








II.
 
derivatives





hobby farmer






noun





















hobbyhorse

 
/ˈhäbēˌhôrs/






noun



1.
 
a child's toy consisting of a stick with a model of a horse's head at one end.




2.
 
a rocking horse.




3.
 
a model of a horse or a horse's head, typically of wicker, used in morris dancing or pantomime.




4.
 
a preoccupation; a favorite topic




•
 
one of her favorite hobbyhorses was about how people had to care for “the child inside.”



















hobbyist

 
/ˈhäbēist/






noun




a person who pursues a particular hobby




•
 
a computer hobbyist.



















hobgoblin

 
/ˈhäbˌɡäblən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in mythology and fairy tales) a mischievous imp or sprite.




2.
 
a fearsome mythical creature.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from hob
 2
 + goblin
 .





hobnail

 
/ˈhäbnāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short heavy-headed nail used to reinforce the soles of boots.




2.
 
a blunt projection, especially in cut or molded glassware.




3.
 
glass decorated with blunt projections.








II.
 
derivatives





hobnailed

 
/ˈhäbˌnāld /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from hob
 1
 + nail
 .





hobnail liver

 
hobnailed liver






noun




a liver having many small knobby projections due to cirrhosis.













hobnob

 
/ˈhäbˌnäb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 mix socially, especially with those of higher social status




•
 
a select few who 
hobnob with

 the biggest celebrities the country has to offer.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘drink together’): from archaic 
hob or nob

 , 
hob and nob

 , probably meaning ‘give and take,’ used by two people drinking to each other's health, from dialect 
hab nab

 ‘have or not have.’





hobo

 
/ˈhōˌbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a homeless person; a tramp or vagrant.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(US)

 a migrant worker.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





hobo bag






noun




a woman's large shoulder bag with a soft or flexible body that forms a characteristic curve between the two ends of the strap.













Hoboken

 
/ˈhōˌbōkən/






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, on the Hudson River, opposite New York City; pop. 40,577 (est. 2008).









Hobson's choice

 
/ˈhäbsənz ˌCHois/





I.
 
noun




a choice of taking what is available or nothing at all.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: named after Thomas 
Hobson

 (1554–1631), a livery stable owner in Cambridge, England, who gave the customer the “choice” of the horse nearest the door or none at all.





Ho Chi Minh

 
/ˌhō ˌCHē ˈmin/






(1890–1969), Vietnamese communist statesman; president of North Vietnam 1954–69; born 
Nguyen That Thanh

 . He led the Vietminh against the Japanese during World War II, fought the French until they were defeated in 1954 and Vietnam was divided into North and South Vietnam, and deployed his forces in the guerrilla struggle that became the Vietnam War.










Ho Chi Minh City






a city and port on the southern coast of Vietnam; pop. 5,929,500 (est. 2009). As Saigon, it was the capital of the French colony established in Vietnam in the 19th century and became the capital of South Vietnam in the partition of 1954. The name was changed to Ho Chi Minh City in 1975.









Ho Chi Minh Trail






a covert system of trails along Vietnam's western frontier, a major supply route for North Vietnamese forces during the Vietnam War.









hock1


 
/häk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the joint in a quadruped's hind leg between the knee and the fetlock, the angle of which points backward.




2.
 
a knuckle of meat, especially of pork or ham.











– origin

 late Middle English.





hock2


 
/häk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
informal term for pawn
 2
 .








II.
 
phrases





in hock





a.
 
having been pawned.




b.
 
in debt




•
 
the company is 
in hock to

 the banks.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the phrase 
in hock

 ): from Dutch 
hok

 ‘hutch, prison, debt.’





hock3


 
/häk/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a dry white wine from the German Rhineland.











– origin

 abbreviation of obsolete 
hockamore

 , alteration of German 
Hochheimer (Wein

 ) ‘(wine) from Hochheim.’





hocket

 
/ˈhäkit/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a spasmodic or interrupted effect in medieval and contemporary music, produced by dividing a melody between two parts, notes in one part coinciding with rests in the other.








II.
 
derivatives





hocketing






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
hoquet

 ‘hiccup’; in Old French the sense was ‘hitch, sudden interruption,’ which also existed in Middle English.





hockey

 
/ˈhäkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for ice hockey
 .




2.
 
short for field hockey
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





hockey mom






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a mother who devotes a great deal of time and effort to supporting her children's participation in ice hockey.













hockey stick






noun




a long, thin implement with a curved end, used to hit or direct the puck or ball in ice hockey or field hockey




•
 
boys learn to skate propped up by hockey sticks.



















Hockney, David

 
/ˈhäknē/






(1937–), English painter. He is best known for his California work of the mid 1960s, which depicts flat, almost shadowless architecture, lawns, and swimming pools.










hocus

 
/ˈhōkəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 deceive (someone)




•
 
these people have been hocussed and cheated by the government.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from an obsolete noun 
hocus

 ‘trickery,’ from hocus-pocus
 .






hocus-pocus

 
/ˌhōkəsˈpōkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
meaningless talk or activity, often designed to draw attention away from and disguise what is actually happening




•
 
some people still view psychology as a lot of hocus-pocus.










2.
 
a form of words often used by a person performing magic tricks.




3.
 


(US)

 deception; trickery.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from 
hax pax max Deus adimax

 , a pseudo-Latin phrase used as a magic formula by conjurors.





hod

 
/häd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a builder's V-shaped open trough on a pole, used for carrying bricks and other building materials.




2.
 
a coal scuttle.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of northern English dialect 
hot

 ‘a basket for carrying earth,’ from Old French 
hotte

 ‘pannier,’ probably of Germanic origin.





hodden

 
/ˈhädn/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a coarse woolen cloth.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






Hodeida

 
/hōˈdādə/






the chief port of Yemen, on the Red Sea; pop. 410,000 (est. 2004).

Arabic name al-Hudayda
 .










hodgepodge

 
/ˈhäjˌpäj /

 


‹Brit.›

 hotchpotch





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a confused mixture




•
 
Rob's living room was 
a hodgepodge of

 modern furniture and antiques.

















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of hotchpotch
 by association with 
Hodge

 (a nickname for the given name 
Roger

 ), an archaic British term used as a name for a typical agricultural worker.





Hodgkin, Dorothy






(1910–94), British chemist; full name 
Dorothy Crowfoot Hodgkin

 . She developed Sir Lawrence Bragg's X-ray diffraction technique for investigating the structure of crystals and applied it to complex organic compounds. She determined the structures of penicillin, vitamin B12
 , and insulin. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1964).









Hodgkin, Sir Alan Lloyd

 
/ˈhäjkin/






(1914–1998), English physiologist. With Andrew F. Huxley, he demonstrated the role of sodium and potassium ions in the transmission of nerve impulses between cells. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1963), shared with John C. Eccles and Huxley.









Hodgkin's disease

 
/ˈhäjkənz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a malignant but often curable disease of lymphatic tissues typically causing painless enlargement of the lymph nodes, liver, and spleen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Thomas 
Hodgkin

 (1798–1866), the English physician who first described it.





hodiernal

 
/ˌhōdēˈərnl/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of or relating to the present day.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
hodiernus

 (from 
hodie

 ‘today’) + -al
 .





hodograph

 
/ˈhädəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a curve, the radius vector of which represents in magnitude and direction the velocity of a moving object.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hodos

 ‘way’ + -graph
 .





hodoscope

 
/ˈhädəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an instrument for observing the paths of subatomic particles, especially those arising from cosmic rays.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (denoting a microscope for examination of light paths in crystals): from Greek 
hodos

 ‘way’ + -scope
 . The current sense dates from the 1950s.





hoe1


 
/hō/





I.
 
noun




a long-handled gardening tool with a thin metal blade, used mainly for weeding and breaking up soil.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use a hoe to dig (earth) or thin out or dig up (plants).








III.
 
derivatives





hoer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
houe

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Haue

 , also to hew
 .





hoe2


 
/hō/






noun




variant spelling of ho
 1
 .













Hoe, Richard March

 
/hō/






(1812–86), US inventor and industrialist. In 1846, he developed a successful rotary press, which greatly increased the speed of printing.









hoecake

 
/ˈhōkāk/






noun






(US)

 a coarse cake made of cornmeal, originally baked on the blade of a hoe.













hoedown

 
/ˈhōˌdoun/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering at which lively folk dancing takes place.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a lively folk dance.













Hofei

 
/hōˈfā/






variant of Hefei
 .









Hoffa, Jimmy

 
/ˈhäfə/






(1913–
c.

 1975), US labor union leader; full name 
James Riddle Hoffa

 . President of the Teamsters from 1957, he was imprisoned 1967–71 for attempted bribery of a federal court judge, fraud, and looting pension funds. His sentence was commuted by President Nixon and he was given parole in 1971 on condition that he resign as president of the union. He disappeared in 1975 and is thought to have been murdered.









Hoffman, Dustin

 
/ˈhäfmən/






(1937–), US actor; full name 
Dustin Lee Hoffman

 . A versatile method actor, he won Academy Awards for 
Kramer vs. Kramer

 (1979), about a couple battling for child custody, and 
Rain Man

 (1989), in which he plays an autistic adult. Other notable movies: 
The Graduate

 (1967), 
Tootsie

 (1983), and 
Meet the Fockers

 (2004).









Hoffmann, E. T. A.

 
/ˈhäfmən/






(1776–1822), German novelist, short-story writer, and music critic; full name 
Ernst Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann

 . His extravagantly fantastic stories provided the inspiration for Offenbach's opera 
Tales of Hoffmann

 (1881).









Hofmann, Hans

 
/ˈhôfmän/






(1880–1966), US artist; born in Germany. He was a leader in the style of abstract expressionism.









Hofmannsthal, Hugo von

 
/ˈhōfmənˌstäl/






(1874–1929), Austrian poet and playwright. He wrote the libretti for many of Richard Strauss's operas, including 
Elektra

 (1909) and 
Der Rosenkavalier

 (1911). With Strauss and Max Reinhardt, he helped found the Salzburg Festival.










hog

 
/hôɡ häɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated pig, especially one over 120 pounds (54 kg) and reared for slaughter.




2.
 
a feral pig.




3.
 
a wild animal of the pig family, for example, a warthog.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a greedy person.




5.
 
( in the UK)
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹trademark›

 a large, heavy motorcycle, in particular a Harley Davidson.




6.
 
(also 
hogg

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a young sheep before the first shearing.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 keep or use all of (something) for oneself in an unfair or selfish way




•
 
he never hogged the limelight.










2.
 
(with reference to a ship) bend or become bent convex upward along its length as a result either of the hull being supported in the middle and not at the ends (as in a heavy sea) or the vessel's being loaded more heavily at the ends.

Compare with sag
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go (the) whole hog








‹informal›

 do something completely or thoroughly.

[of several origins suggested, one interprets 
hog

 as a slang term for a ten-cent piece; another refers the idiom to one of Cowper's poems (1779), which discusses Muslim uncertainty about which parts of the pig are acceptable as food, leading to the ‘whole hog’ being eaten, because of confusion over Muhammad's teaching.]









2.
 
live high on (or off) the hog








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 have a luxurious lifestyle.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hogger






noun













2.
 
hoggery

 
/ˈhôɡərē, ˈhäɡ- /






noun













3.
 
hoggish

 
/ˈhôɡiSH /






adjective













4.
 
hoggishly






adverb













5.
 
hoglike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
hogg

 , 
hocg

 , perhaps of Celtic origin and related to Welsh 
hwch

 and Cornish 
hoch

 ‘pig, sow.’





hogan

 
/ˈhōˌɡän, -ɡən/





I.
 
noun




a traditional Navajo hut of logs and earth.











– origin

 Navajo.





Hogan, Ben

 
/ˈhōɡən/






(1912–97), US golfer; full name 
William Benjamin Hogan

 . His numerous championship titles include the Masters (1951, 1953), the PGA (1946, 1948), the US Open (1948, 1950, 1951, 1953), and the British Open (1953).









Hogarth, William

 
/ˈhōˌɡärTH/






(1697–1764), English painter and engraver. Notable works include his series of engravings on “modern moral subjects,” such as 
A Rake's Progress

 (1735).









Hogarthian

 
/hōˈɡärTHēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the English painter and engraver William Hogarth or his satirical political illustrations




•
 
a Hogarthian scene.



















hogback

 
/ˈhäɡbak ˈhôɡˌbak/






noun




a long hill or mountain ridge with steep sides.













hog deer






noun




a short-legged heavily built deer having a yellow-brown coat with darker underparts, found in grasslands and paddy fields in Southeast Asia.

[
Cervus porcinus

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]













hogfish

 
/ˈhôɡˌfiSH, ˈhäɡ-/






noun




a colorful wrasse (fish) that occurs chiefly in the warm waters of the western Atlantic, often acting as a cleaner fish for other species.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Labridae

 , in particular the large edible 
Lachnolaimus maximus

 .]














Hoggar Mountains

 
/ˈhäɡər, ˌhəˈɡär/






a mountain range in the Saharan desert in southern Algeria that rises to a height of 9,573 feet (2,918 m) at Tahat.

Also called Ahaggar Mountains
 .









hog heaven






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a state of complete happiness




•
 
Bryan stood on the pitcher's mound, knowing he was 
in hog heaven

 .



















hog line






noun






[Curling]

 a line marked across either end of a curling rink. No sweeping is allowed until a stone has crossed the first line.













Hogmanay

 
/ˈhäɡməˌnā/





I.
 
noun




(in Scotland) New Year's Eve, and the celebrations that take place at this time.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from 
hoguinané

 , Norman French form of Old French 
aguillanneuf

 ‘last day of the year, new year's gift.’





hog-nosed bat






noun




a tiny insectivorous bat with a piglike nose and no tail, native to Thailand. It is the smallest known bat.

[
Craseonycteris thonglongyai

 , the only member of the family 
Craseonycteridae

 .]













hog-nosed skunk






noun




an American skunk with a bare elongated snout and a black face, found in rugged terrain.

[Genus 
Conepatus

 , family 
Mustelidae

 : several species.]














hognose snake

 
/ˈhôɡˌnōz, ˈhäɡ- /

 
hog-nosed snake






noun




a harmless burrowing American snake with an upturned snout. When threatened it inflates itself with air and hisses, and may feign death.

Also called puff adder
 in North America. [Genus 
Heterodon

 , family 
Colubridae

 : several species.]














hog plum





I.
 
noun




a tropical tree that bears edible plumlike fruit, in particular

[● a Caribbean tree (also called yellow mombin
 ) with yellow fruit (
Spondias mombin

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 ). ● a tropical American tree (also called tallowwood
 ) with bitter fruit and timber that is used as a sandalwood substitute (
Ximenia americana

 , family 
Olacaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: so named because the fruit is common food for hogs in the West Indies and Brazil.





hogshead

 
/ˈhôɡzhed ˈhäɡzˌhed /

 
hhd





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large cask.




2.
 
a measure of capacity for wine, equal to 63 gallons (238.7 liters).




3.
 
a measure of capacity for beer, equal to 64 gallons (245.5 liters).











– origin

 Middle English: from hog
 + head
 ; the reason for the term is unknown.





hog-tie

 
/ˈhôɡˌtī /

 
hogtie






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 secure by fastening together the hands and feet (of a person) or all four feet (of an animal)




•
 
they gagged him and hog-tied him to the front pew.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 impede or hinder greatly




•
 
you may be hog-tied by stringent local ordinances or agencies.



















hogwash

 
/ˈhôɡˌwôSH ˈhäɡˌwäSH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 nonsense.











– origin

 mid 15th cent.: from hog
 + wash
 ; the original sense was ‘kitchen swill for pigs.’





hogweed

 
/ˈhôɡˌwēd ˈhäɡˌwēd/






noun




a large, coarse, white-flowered weed of the parsley family, native to north temperate regions and formerly used as forage for pigs.

[Genus 
Heracleum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : several species, in particular the common European 
H. sphondylium

 and the introduced 
giant hogweed

 (
H. mantegazzianum

 ).]













hog-wild

 
/ˌhôɡˈwīld/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely enthusiastic; out of control




•
 
I'm not hog-wild about this job.














II.
 
phrases





go hog-wild








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 act in an unrestrained manner




•
 
Congress will go hog-wild in its spending.























Hohenstaufen

 
/ˌhōənˈstoufən, -ˈSHtou-/






a German dynastic family, some of whom ruled as Holy Roman Emperors between 1138 and 1254, among them Frederick I (Barbarossa).









Hohenzollern

 
/ˈhōənˌzälərn/






a German dynastic family from which came the kings of Prussia from 1701 to 1918 and German emperors from 1871 to 1918.










Hohhot

 
/ˌhəˈhôt /

 
Huhehot






the capital of Inner Mongolia autonomous region, in northeastern China; pop. 825,900 (est. 2006).

Former name (until 1954) Kweisui
 .









ho ho

 
/ˌhō ˈhō/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
representing deep, exuberant laughter.




2.
 
used to express triumph, especially at discovery




•
 
Ho ho! A stranger in our midst!

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: reduplication of ho
 2
 .





ho-hum

 
/ˌhōˈhəm/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express boredom or resignation.








II.
 
adjective




boring




•
 
a ho-hum script.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative of a yawn.





hoick

 
/hoik /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lift or pull abruptly or with effort




•
 
she hoicked her bag on to the desk.














II.
 
noun




an abrupt pull.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps a variant of hike
 .





hoi polloi

 
/ˌhoi pəˈloi/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (usu. 
the hoi polloi

 )


1.
 


‹derogatory›

 the masses; the common people




•
 
avoid mixing with the hoi polloi.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Greek, literally ‘the many.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 
Hoi

 is the Greek word for 
the

 , and the phrase 
hoi polloi

 means ‘the many.’ This has led some traditionalists to insist that 
hoi polloi

 should not be used in English with 
the

 , since that would be to state the word 
the

 twice. But, once established in English, expressions such as 
hoi polloi

 are typically treated as fixed units and are subject to the rules and conventions of English. Evidence shows that use with 
the

 has now become an accepted part of standard English usage: they kept to themselves, away from the hoi polloi (rather than . . . away from hoi polloi). 
2

 
Hoi polloi

 is sometimes used incorrectly to mean ‘upper class’—that is, the exact opposite of its normal meaning. It seems likely that the confusion arose by association with the similar-sounding but otherwise unrelated word 
hoity-toity

 .





hoisin

 
/ˈhoisin, hoiˈsin /

 
hoisin sauce






noun




a sweet, spicy, dark red sauce made from soybeans, vinegar, sugar, garlic, and various spices, widely used in southern Chinese cooking.














hoist

 
/hoist/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (something) by means of ropes and pulleys




•
 
high overhead great cranes hoisted girders.










2.
 
raise or haul up




•
 
she hoisted her backpack onto her shoulder.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of raising or lifting something.




2.
 
an act of increasing something




•
 
the government's interest rate hoist.










3.
 
an apparatus for lifting or raising something.




4.
 
the part of a flag nearest the staff; the vertical dimension of a flag.




5.
 
a group of flags raised as a signal.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hoist one's flag






(of an admiral) take up command.









2.
 
hoist the flag






stake one's claim to discovered territory by displaying a flag.









3.
 
hoist by one's own petard






see petard
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





hoister






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: alteration of dialect 
hoise

 , probably from Dutch 
hijsen

 or Low German 
hiesen

 , but recorded earlier.






hoity-toity

 
/ˌhôədēˈtoidē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
haughty; snobbish




•
 
the moneyed, hoity-toity inhabitants of the island.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 frolicsome.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘boisterous or silly behavior’): from obsolete 
hoit

 ‘indulge in riotous mirth,’ of unknown origin.





Hokan

 
/ˈhōkən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a group of American Indian languages of California and western Mexico, considered as a possible language family and including Yuman, Mojave, and several other languages now extinct or nearly so.








II.
 
noun




the hypothetical Hokan language family.











– origin

 from Hokan 
hok

 ‘about two’ + -an
 .





hoke

 
/hōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of an actor) act (a part) in an insincere, sentimental, or melodramatic manner




•
 
just try it straight—don't 
hoke

 it 
up

 .

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from hokum
 .





hokey

 
/ˈhōkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 mawkishly sentimental




•
 
a good-hearted, slightly hokey song.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 noticeably contrived




•
 
a hokey country-western accent.














II.
 
derivatives





hokeyness

 
hokiness






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from hokum
 + -y
 1
 .






hokey-pokey

 
/ˈhōkē ˈpōkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the hokey-pokey

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(US)

 a circle dance with a synchronized shaking of the limbs in turn, accompanied by a simple song.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 hocus-pocus; trickery.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹trademark›

 ice cream of a kind formerly sold on the street, especially by Italian street vendors.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Hokkaido

 
/häˈkīdō/






the most northern of the four main islands of Japan; pop. 5,570,000 (2007); capital, Sapporo.









hokku

 
/ˈhôˌko͞o, ˈhä-/





I.
 
noun




another term for haiku
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, literally ‘opening verse’ (of a linked sequence of comic verses).






hokum

 
/ˈhōkəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 nonsense




•
 
they dismissed such corporate homilies as boardroom hokum.










2.
 


‹informal›

 trite, sentimental, or unrealistic situations and dialogue in a movie, play, or piece of writing




•
 
classic B-movie hokum.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Hokusai, Katsushika

 
/ˈhōkəˌsī/






(1760–1849), Japanese painter and wood engraver. He represented aspects of everyday Japanese life in his woodcuts.










Holarctic

 
/hälˈärktik, hōˈlärk-, -ˈärtik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising the Nearctic and Palearctic regions combined. The two continents have been linked intermittently by the Bering land bridge, and the faunas are closely related.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Holarctic

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 the Holarctic region.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from holo-
 ‘whole’ + Arctic
 .





Holbein, Hans

 
/ˈhōlˌbīn/






(1497–1543), German painter and engraver; known as 
Holbein the Younger

 . He was commissioned by Henry VIII to supply portraits of the king's prospective brides.










hold1


 
/hōld/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grasp, carry, or support with one's arms or hands




•
 
she was holding a brown leather suitcase




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
held onto

 the back of a chair.










2.
 
keep or sustain in a specified position




•
 
I held the door open for him.










3.
 
embrace (someone)




•
 
Mark pulled her into his arms and held her close.










4.
 
be able to bear (the weight of a person or thing)




•
 
I reached up to the nearest branch that seemed likely to hold my weight.










5.
 
(of a vehicle) maintain close contact with (the road), especially when driven at speed




•
 
the car holds the corners very well.










6.
 
(of a ship or an aircraft) continue to follow (a particular course)




•
 
the ship is holding a southeasterly course.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 keep going in a particular direction




•
 
he 
held on his way

 , close behind his friend.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — keep or detain (someone)




•
 
the police were holding him on a murder charge




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she was held prisoner for two days.










9.
 
keep possession of (something), typically in the face of a challenge or attack




•
 
the rebels held the town for many weeks




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
White managed to 
hold onto

 his lead.










10.
 
keep (someone's interest or attention).




11.
 
(of a singer or musician) sustain (a note).




12.
 
stay or cause to stay at a certain value or level


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the savings rate held at 5%




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he is determined to hold down inflation.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain secure, intact, or in position without breaking or giving way




•
 
the boat's anchor would not hold.










14.
 
(of a favorable condition or situation) continue without changing




•
 
let's hope her luck holds.










15.
 
be or remain valid or available




•
 
I'll have that coffee now, if the offer still holds.










16.
 
(of an argument or theory) be logical, consistent, or convincing




•
 
their views still seem to 
hold up

 extremely well.










17.
 
(
hold to

 )
 — refuse to abandon or change (a principle or opinion).




18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
hold someone to

 )
 — cause someone to adhere to (a commitment).




19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — contain or be capable of containing (a specified amount)




•
 
the tank held twenty-four gallons.










20.
 
be able to drink (a reasonable amount of alcohol) without becoming drunk or suffering any ill effects




•
 
I can hold my liquor as well as anyone.










21.
 
have or be characterized by




•
 
I don't know what the future holds.










22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have in one's possession




•
 
the managing director still holds fifty shares in the company.










23.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be in possession of illegal drugs




•
 
he was holding, and the police hauled him off to jail.










24.
 
have or occupy (a job or position).




25.
 
have or adhere to (a belief or opinion)




•
 
I feel nothing but pity for someone who holds such chauvinistic views




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they hold that all literature is empty of meaning.










26.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — consider (someone) to be responsible or liable for a particular situation




•
 
you can't hold yourself responsible for what happened.










27.
 
(
hold someone/something in

 )
 — regard someone or something with (a specified feeling)




•
 
the speed limit is held in contempt by many drivers.










28.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — (of a judge or court) rule; decide




•
 
the Court of Appeals held that there was no evidence to support the judge's assessment.










29.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — keep or reserve for someone




•
 
a reservation can be held for twenty-four hours.










30.
 
prevent from going ahead or occurring




•
 
hold your fire!










31.
 
maintain (a telephone connection) until the person one has telephoned is free to speak




•
 
please hold, and I'll see if he's available




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
will you hold?










32.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 refrain from adding or using (something, typically an item of food or drink)




•
 
a strawberry margarita, but hold the tequila.










33.
 
(
hold it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used as a way of exhorting someone to wait or to stop doing something




•
 
hold it right there, pal!










34.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 restrain oneself.




35.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange and take part in (a meeting or conversation)




•
 
a meeting was held at the church.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or manner of grasping something; a grip




•
 
he 
caught hold of

 her arm




•
 
he lost his hold and fell.










2.
 
a particular way of grasping or restraining someone, especially an opponent in wrestling or judo.




3.
 
a place where one can grip with one's hands or feet while climbing




•
 
he felt carefully with his feet for a hold and swung himself up.










4.
 
a way of influencing someone




•
 
he discovered that Tom had some kind of 
hold over

 his father.










5.
 
a degree of power or control




•
 
military forces tightened their 
hold on

 the capital.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 a fortress.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be left holding the bag (or baby)








‹informal›

 be left with an unwelcome responsibility, typically without warning.









2.
 
don't hold your breath






see breath
 .









3.
 
get hold of





a.
 
grasp (someone or something) physically.




b.
 
grasp (something) intellectually; understand.




c.
 


‹informal›

 obtain




•
 
if you can't get hold of ripe tomatoes, add some tomato puree.










d.
 


‹informal›

 find or manage to contact (someone)




•
 
I'll try and get hold of Mark.















4.
 
hold someone/something at bay






see bay
 5
 .









5.
 
hold one's breath






see breath
 .









6.
 
hold someone/something cheap








‹archaic›

 have a low opinion of someone or something.









7.
 
hold court






be the center of attention amid a crowd of one's admirers.









8.
 
hold someone/something dear






care for or value someone or something greatly




•
 
fidelity is something most of us hold dear.















9.
 
hold fast





a.
 
remain tightly secured




•
 
the door held fast, obviously locked.










b.
 
continue to believe in or adhere to an idea or principle




•
 
it is important that we 
hold fast to

 the policies.















10.
 
hold the fort






take responsibility for a situation while another person is temporarily absent.









11.
 
hold one's ground






see ground
 1
 .









12.
 
hold someone's hand






give a person comfort, guidance, or moral support in a difficult situation.









13.
 
hold hands






(of two or more people) clasp each other by the hand, typically as a sign of affection.









14.
 
hold someone/something harmless








[Law]

 indemnify someone or something.









15.
 
hold one's horses






[usu. as 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 wait a moment.









16.
 
hold the line






not yield to the pressure of a difficult situation




•
 
France's central bank would hold the line.















17.
 
hold one's nose






squeeze one's nostrils with one's fingers in order to avoid inhaling an unpleasant smell.









18.
 
hold one's own






see own
 .









19.
 
hold one's peace






see peace
 .









20.
 
hold (one's) serve (or service)






(in tennis and other racket sports) win a game in which one is serving.









21.
 
hold the stage






see stage
 .









22.
 
hold sway






see sway
 .









23.
 
hold someone to bail








[Law]

 bind by bail.









24.
 
hold one's tongue






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 remain silent.









25.
 
hold someone/something to ransom






see ransom
 .









26.
 
hold true (or good)






remain true or valid




•
 
his views still hold true today.















27.
 
hold up one's head (or hold one's head high)






see head
 .









28.
 
hold water






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — (of a statement, theory, or line of reasoning) appear to be valid, sound, or reasonable




•
 
this argument just does not hold water.















29.
 
no holds barred





a.
 
(in wrestling) with no restrictions on the kinds of holds that are used.




b.
 
used to convey that no rules or restrictions apply in a conflict or dispute




•
 
no-holds-barred military action.















30.
 
on hold





a.
 
waiting to be connected while making a telephone call.




b.
 
temporarily not being dealt with or pursued




•
 
he 
put

 his career 
on hold

 .















31.
 
take hold






start to have an effect




•
 
the reforms of the late nineteenth century had taken hold.















32.
 
there is no holding someone back






used to convey that someone is particularly determined or cannot be prevented from doing something




•
 
there's no holding you back these days.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hold something against






allow past actions or circumstances to have a negative influence on one's present attitude toward (someone)




•
 
he knew that if he failed her, she would hold it against him forever.















2.
 
hold back






hesitate to act or speak




•
 
he held back, remembering the mistake he had made before.















3.
 
hold someone/something back





a.
 
prevent or restrict the advance, progress, or development of someone or something




•
 
Jane struggled to hold back her laughter.










b.
 
(
hold something back

 )
 — refuse or be unwilling to make something known




•
 
you're not holding anything back from me, are you?















4.
 
hold someone down






keep someone under strict control or severely restrict their freedom




•
 
the people are held down by a repressive military regime.















5.
 
hold something down








‹informal›

 succeed in keeping a job or position for a period of time.









6.
 
hold forth






talk lengthily, assertively, or tediously about a subject




•
 
he was 
holding forth on

 the merits of the band's debut album.















7.
 
hold off





a.
 
(of bad weather) fail to occur.




b.
 
delay or postpone an action or decision.









8.
 
hold someone/something off






resist an attacker or challenge




•
 
he held off a late challenge by Vose to win by thirteen seconds.















9.
 
hold on





a.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — wait; stop




•
 
hold on a minute, I'll be right back!










b.
 
endure or keep going in difficult circumstances




•
 
if only they could hold on a little longer.















10.
 
hold on to






keep




•
 
the industry is trying to hold on to experienced staff.















11.
 
hold out





a.
 
resist or survive in dangerous or difficult circumstances




•
 
Russian troops 
held out against

 constant attacks.










b.
 
continue to be sufficient




•
 
we can stay here for as long as our supplies hold out.















12.
 
hold out for






continue to demand (a particular thing), refusing to accept what has been offered




•
 
he is holding out for a guaranteed 7 percent raise.















13.
 
hold out on








‹informal›

 refuse to give something, typically information, to (someone).









14.
 
hold something out






offer a chance or hope




•
 
a new drug may hold out hope for patients with lung cancer.















15.
 
hold something over





a.
 
postpone something.




b.
 
use a fact or piece of information to threaten or intimidate (someone).









16.
 
hold together (or hold something together)






remain or cause to remain united




•
 
if your party holds together, you will probably win.















17.
 
hold up






remain strong or vigorous




•
 
the dollar held up well against the yen.















18.
 
hold someone/something up





a.
 
support and prevent something from falling




•
 
concrete pillars hold up the elevated section of the railroad.










b.
 
display something by holding it above one's waist or head




•
 
he held up the book so she could see the cover.










c.
 
present or expose someone or something as an example or for particular treatment




•
 
they were 
held up to

 public ridicule.










d.
 
delay or block the movement or progress of someone or something




•
 
our return flight was held up for seven hours.










e.
 
rob someone or something using the threat of force or violence




•
 
a masked gunman held up the post office.










f.
 


[Bridge]

 refrain from playing a winning card for tactical reasons.









19.
 
hold with






[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 approve of




•
 
I don't hold with fighting or violence.


















V.
 
derivatives





holdable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
haldan

 , 
healdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
houden

 and German 
halten

 ; the noun is partly from Old Norse 
hald

 ‘hold, support, custody.’






hold2


 
/hōld/





I.
 
noun




a large space in the lower part of a ship or aircraft in which cargo is stowed.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
holl

 , from Old English 
hol

 (see hole
 ). The addition of 
-d

 was due to association with hold
 1
 .





holdall

 
/ˈhōldˌôl/






noun






(Brit.)

 a large rectangular bag with handles and a shoulder strap, used for carrying clothes and other personal belongings.













holdback

 
/ˈhōl(d)bak/






noun



1.
 
a thing serving to hold something else in place




•
 
a curtain holdback.










2.
 
a sum of money withheld under certain conditions.













hold button






noun




a button on a telephone that temporarily interrupts a call so that another call may be taken.













Holden, William

 
/ˈhōldən/






(1918–81) US actor; born 
William Franklin Beadle, Jr

 . His movies include 
Stalag 17

 (1953), 
Picnic

 (1955), 
Bridge on the River Kwai

 (1957), and 
Towering Inferno

 (1974). He also campaigned for animal preservation in Africa.









holder

 
/ˈhōldər/






noun



1.
 
a device or implement for holding something




•
 
the cord retracts easily into its holder.










2.
 
a person who holds something




•
 
US passport holders




•
 
holders of two American hostages.










3.
 
the possessor of a trophy, championship, or record




•
 
the record holder in the 100-meter dash.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a smallholder.













holdfast

 
/ˈhōl(d)fast/






noun



1.
 
a firm grip.




2.
 
a staple or clamp securing an object to a wall or other surface.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a stalked organ by which an alga or other simple aquatic plant or animal is attached to a substrate.













holding

 
/ˈhōldiNG/






noun



1.
 
an area of land held by lease.




2.
 
the tenure of land held by lease.




3.
 
(
holdings

 )
 — stocks, property, and other financial assets in someone's possession




•
 
commercial property holdings.










4.
 
books, periodicals, magazines, and other material in a library.













holding company

 
/ˈhōldiNG ˌkəmp(ə)nē/






noun




a company created to buy and possess the shares of other companies, which it then controls.













holding ground






noun






[Nautical]

 an area of seabed where an anchor will hold.













holding pattern

 
/ˈhōldiNG ˈpadərn/






noun



1.
 
the flight path maintained by an aircraft awaiting permission to land.




2.
 
a state or period of no progress or change




•
 
stock markets settled down yesterday into a holding pattern.



















holding tank






noun




a large container in which liquids are temporarily held.













holdout

 
/ˈhōldout/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an act of resisting something or refusing to accept what is offered




•
 
a defiant holdout against a commercial culture.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person or organization who resists something or refuses to accept an offer.













holdover

 
/ˈhōldˌōvər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person or thing surviving from an earlier time, especially someone surviving in office or remaining on a sports team




•
 
the conservative holdover from the Eisenhower years.



















holdup

 
/ˈhōldˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a situation that causes delay, especially to a journey.




2.
 
a robbery conducted with the use of threats or violence




•
 
three dead in armored car holdup.




















hole

 
/hōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow place in a solid body or surface




•
 
he dug out a small hole in the snow.










2.
 
an animal's burrow.




3.
 
an aperture passing through something




•
 
he had a hole in his sock.










4.
 
a cavity or receptacle on a golf course, typically one of eighteen or nine, into which the ball must be hit.




5.
 
a hole as representing a division of a golf course or of play in golf




•
 
Stephen lost the first three holes to Eric.










6.
 


[Physics]

 a position from which an electron is absent, especially one regarded as a mobile carrier of positive charge in a semiconductor.




7.
 
[in 
place names

 ]
 — a valley




•
 
Jackson Hole.










8.
 


‹informal›

 a small or unpleasant place




•
 
she had wasted a whole lifetime in this hole of a town.










9.
 


‹informal›

 an awkward situation




•
 
get yourself out of a hole.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a hole or holes in




•
 
a fuel tank was holed by the attack and a fire started.










2.
 


[Golf]

 hit (the ball) so that it falls into a hole




•
 
alternate shots from each partner until the ball is holed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
holed in one

 at the third.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
blow a hole in






ruin the effectiveness of (something)




•
 
the amendment could blow a hole in the legislation.















2.
 
in the hole








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in debt




•
 
we're still three thousand dollars in the hole.















3.
 
in holes






worn so much that holes have formed




•
 
my clothes are in holes.















4.
 
make a hole in






use a large amount of




•
 
holidays can make a big hole in your savings.















5.
 
need something like a hole in the head








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that someone has absolutely no need or desire for something.









6.
 
a square peg in a round hole






see peg
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
hole out








[Golf]

 send the ball into a hole.









2.
 
hole up








‹informal›

 hide oneself




•
 
I holed up for two days in a tiny cottage in Pennsylvania.


















V.
 
derivatives





holey

 
/ˈhōlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hol

 (noun), 
holian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hol

 (noun) ‘cave,’ (adjective) ‘hollow,’ and German 
hohl

 ‘hollow,’ from an Indo-European root meaning ‘cover, conceal.’





hole-and-corner

 
/ˌhōl ən ˈkôrnər/






adjective




attempting to avoid public notice; secret




•
 
a hole-and-corner wedding.



















hole card






noun



1.
 
(in stud or other forms of poker) a card that has been dealt face down.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a thing that is kept secret until it can be used to one's own advantage.













hole in one






noun






[Golf]

 a shot that enters the hole from the tee with no intervening shots.













hole in the heart






noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital defect in the heart septum, resulting in inadequate circulation of oxygenated blood (a cause of blue baby syndrome).













hole in the wall






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small dingy place, especially a bar or restaurant




•
 
even though the gallery was only a hole in the wall, I couldn't have afforded it




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
hole-in-the wall bars.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 an automatic cash dispenser installed in the outside wall of a bank.













hole punch






noun




a device or tool for punching holes in paper or other thin materials.














hole saw






noun




a tool for making circular holes, consisting of a metal cylinder with a toothed edge.













Holi

 
/ˈhōlē/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu spring festival celebrated in February or March in honor of Krishna.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
holī

 .





holiday

 
/ˈhäləˌdā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a day of festivity or recreation when no work is done




•
 
December 25 is an official public holiday.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — characteristic of a holiday; festive




•
 
a holiday atmosphere.










3.
 
(often 
holidays

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a vacation




•
 
I spent my summer holidays on a farm




•
 
Fred was 
on holiday

 in Spain.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 spend a holiday in a specified place




•
 
he is 
holidaying in

 Italy.

















– origin

 Old English 
hāligdæg

 ‘holy day.’





Holiday, Billie

 
/ˈhäləˌdā/






(1915–59), US jazz singer; born 
Eleanora Fagan

 . She began her recording career with Benny Goodman's band in 1933 and then went on to perform with many small jazz groups. Her autobiography, 
Lady Sings the Blues

 (1956), was made into a movie in 1972.









holiday camp

 
/ˈhäləˌdā kamp/






noun






(Brit.)

 a site for vacationers with accommodations, entertainment, and leisure facilities.













holidaymaker

 
/ˈhälədāˌmākər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person on vacation away from home.













holiday season

 
/ˈhäləˌdā ˈsēzən/






noun




the period of time from Thanksgiving until New Year, including such festivals as Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa.













holier-than-thou

 
/ˌhōlēərT͟HənˈT͟Hou/






adjective




characterized by an attitude of moral superiority




•
 
they had quite a critical, holier-than-thou approach.



















holiness

 
/ˈhōlēnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being holy




•
 
a life of holiness and total devotion to God.










2.
 
(
His/Your Holiness

 )
 — a title given to the pope, Orthodox patriarchs, and the Dalai Lama, or used in addressing them.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a Christian renewal movement originating in the mid 19th century among Methodists in the US, emphasizing the Wesleyan doctrine of the sanctification of believers.











– origin

 Old English 
hālignes

 (see holy
 , -ness
 ).






holism

 
/ˈhōlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 the theory that parts of a whole are in intimate interconnection, such that they cannot exist independently of the whole, or cannot be understood without reference to the whole, which is thus regarded as greater than the sum of its parts. Holism is often applied to mental states, language, and ecology.

The opposite of atomism
 .




2.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 
[Medicine]

 the treating of the whole person, taking into account mental and social factors, rather than just the physical symptoms of a disease.








II.
 
derivatives





holist

 
/ˈhōləst /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1920s: from holo-
 ‘whole’ + -ism
 ; coined by J. C. Smuts to designate the tendency in nature to produce organized “wholes” (bodies or organisms) from the ordered grouping of units.





holistic

 
/hōˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 characterized by comprehension of the parts of something as intimately interconnected and explicable only by reference to the whole.




2.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 
[Medicine]

 characterized by the treatment of the whole person, taking into account mental and social factors, rather than just the physical symptoms of a disease.








II.
 
derivatives





holistically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















holla

 
/ˈhälə/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 used to call attention to something




•
 
“Holla! what storm is this?”

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an order to stop or cease): from French 
holà

 , from 
ho

 ‘ho!’ + 
là

 ‘there.’





holland

 
/ˈhälənd/





I.
 
noun




a kind of smooth, durable linen fabric, used chiefly for window shades and furniture covering.











– origin

 Middle English: from Holland
 , the name of a former province of the Netherlands where the cloth was made, from Dutch, earlier 
Holtlant

 (from 
holt

 ‘wood’ + 
-lant

 ‘land’).






Holland

 
/ˈhälənd/





I.
 
another name for the Netherlands
 .




II.
 
a city in southwestern Michigan, noted for its Dutch heritage; pop. 34,076 (est. 2008).









hollandaise sauce

 
/ˈhäləndāz ˌsôs/





I.
 
noun




a creamy sauce of melted butter, egg yolks, and lemon juice or vinegar, served especially with fish.











– origin

 French 
hollandaise

 , feminine of 
hollandais

 ‘Dutch,’ from 
Hollande

 ‘Holland.’





Hollande, François

 
/ôˈländ/






(1954–), French statesman, president since 2012.









Hollander

 
/ˈhäləndər/






noun






‹dated›

 a native of the Netherlands.













Hollands

 
/ˈhäləndz/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 Dutch gin.











– origin

 from archaic Dutch 
hollandsch genever

 (earlier form of 
hollands jenever

 ) ‘Dutch gin.’





holler

 
/ˈhälər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) give a loud shout or cry




•
 
he hollers when he wants feeding




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I can't get down,” she hollered.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud cry or shout.




2.
 
(also 
field holler

 )
 — 

(chiefly US)

 a melodic cry with abrupt or swooping changes of pitch, used originally by black slaves at work in the fields and later contributing to the development of the blues.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): variant of the rare verb 
hollo

 ; related to halloo
 .





Hollerith, Herman

 
/ˈhōləˌriTH/






(1860–1929), US engineer. He invented a tabulating machine using punched cards for computation, an important precursor of the electronic computer, and he founded a company that later expanded to become the IBM Corporation.









hollow

 
/ˈhälō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a hole or empty space inside




•
 
each fiber has a hollow core.










2.
 
(of a thing) having a depression in its surface; concave




•
 
hollow cheeks.










3.
 
(of a sound) echoing, as though made in or on an empty container




•
 
a hollow cough.










4.
 
without significance




•
 
the result was a hollow victory.










5.
 
insincere




•
 
a hollow promise.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hole or depression in something




•
 
a hollow at the base of a large tree.










2.
 
a small valley




•
 
the house fell behind as they climbed out of the hollow.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form by making a hole




•
 
a tunnel was 
hollowed out

 in a mountain range.










2.
 
make a depression in.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat someone hollow






defeat or surpass someone completely or thoroughly.









2.
 
in the hollow of one's hand






entirely in one's power




•
 
great events lay in the hollow of his hand.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hollowly

 
/ˈhälōlē /






adverb













2.
 
hollowness

 
/ˈhälōnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
holh

 ‘cave’; obscurely related to hole
 .





hollow atom






noun




an atom in which inner-shell electrons are missing, usually as a result of electrical excitation.













hollow-eyed

 
/ˌhälōˈīd/






adjective




(of a person) having deeply sunken eyes, typically as a result of illness or tiredness.













hollow-hearted

 
/ˌhälōˈhärdəd/






adjective






‹archaic›

 insincere; false.













hollow square






noun






‹historical›

 a body of infantry drawn up in a square with a space in the middle.














hollowware

 
/ˈhälōˌwer/






noun




serving dishes and accessories, especially of silver, that are hollow or concave.

Contrast with flatware
 .













holly

 
/ˈhälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely distributed shrub, typically having prickly dark green leaves, small white flowers, and red berries. There are several deciduous species of holly but the evergreen hollies are more typical and familiar.

[Genus 
Ilex

 , family 
Aquifoliaceae

 : many species, in particular the 
American holly

 (
I. opaca

 ), known as the Christmas holly. See also gallberry
 , winterberry
 , yaupon
 .]




2.
 
the branches, foliage, and berries of the holly used as Christmas decorations.











– origin

 Middle English 
holi

 , shortened form of Old English 
holegn

 , 
holen

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Hulst

 .





Holly, Buddy

 
/ˈhälē/






(1936–59), US rock-and-roll singer, guitarist, and songwriter; born 
Charles Hardin Holley

 . He recorded such hits as 
“That'll be the Day”

 with his band, The Crickets, before going solo in 1958. He was killed in an airplane crash.









holly fern






noun




a small shield fern that has narrow glossy fronds with a double row of stiff bristle-edged lobes, found chiefly in mountainous areas of both Eurasia and North America.

[Several species in the genus 
Polystichum

 , family 
Dryopteridaceae

 , in particular the widespread 
P. lonchitis

 .]













hollyhock

 
/ˈhälēˌhäk/





I.
 
noun




a tall Eurasian plant of the mallow family, widely cultivated for its large showy flowers.

[
Alcea rosea

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from holy
 + obsolete 
hock

 ‘mallow,’ of unknown origin. It originally denoted the marsh mallow, which has medicinal uses (hence, perhaps, the use of ‘holy’); the current sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





holly oak






noun




the holm oak or the kermes oak, both of which have tough evergreen leaves that are reminiscent of holly leaves.














Hollywood

 
/ˈhälēˌwo͝od/





I.
 
a district in Los Angeles, the principal center of the US movie industry.




II.
 
the US movie industry and the lifestyles of the people associated with it




•
 
he was never seduced by the glitz and money of Hollywood.










III.
 
a resort city in southeastern Florida, north of Miami, on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 141,740 (est. 2008).









Hollywood bed






noun




a bed consisting of a mattress on a box spring supported on short legs, often with an upholstered headboard.













Hollywood ending






noun



1.
 
a conventional ending in a movie, typically regarded as sentimental or simplistic and often featuring an improbably positive outcome.




2.
 
an improbably fortunate or happy outcome to a real-life situation




•
 
his first 100 days as governor could still have a Hollywood ending.



















Hollywoodize

 
/ˈhäliwo͝odˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 adapt (a story or series of events) so as to conform to the supposed norms of a typical Hollywood film, especially in terms of being unrealistically glamorous, exciting, or simplistic




•
 
for this movie, the real doctor's life story has been significantly Hollywoodized.














II.
 
derivatives





Hollywoodization






noun





















holm

 
/hōm /

 
holme





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 an islet, especially in a river or near a mainland.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a piece of flat ground by a river that is submerged in time of flood.











– origin

 Old English, from Old Norse 
holmr

 .





Holm, Celeste

 
/hōm/






(1919–2012) US actress. She starred in movies such as 
Gentleman's Agreement

 (1947), 
Come to the Stable

 (1949), and 
All About Eve

 (1950).









Holmes, Oliver Wendell1


 
/hōmz/






(1809–94), US physician, poet, and essayist; father of US Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. His main contribution to medicine was an essay, written in 1843, on contagion as one cause of puerperal fever. His best-known literary works are the humorous essays known as “table talks,” which began with 
The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table

 (1857–58).









Holmes, Oliver Wendell2







Jr. (1841–1935), US Supreme Court associate justice 1902–32; the son of physician and essayist Oliver Wendell Holmes. He became well known for his strong, articulate, and often dissenting opinions.










Holmes, Sherlock





I.
 
an extremely perceptive private detective in stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.




II.
 
derivatives





Holmesian

 
/-zēən /






adjective





















holmium

 
/ˈhōlmēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ho

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 67, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Holmia

 , Latinized form of 
Stockholm

 , the capital of Sweden (because many minerals of the yttrium group, to which holmium belongs, are found in that area); discovered by P.T. Cleve, Swedish chemist.






holm oak

 
/ˈhōm ˌōk/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen southern European oak, with dark green glossy leaves.

Also called evergreen oak
 or ilex
 . [
Quercus ilex

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: 
holm

 , alteration of dialect 
hollin

 , from Old English 
holen

 ‘holly.’





holo

 
/ˈhälō/






noun






‹informal›

 a hologram.














holo-





I.
 
combining form




whole; complete




•
 
holocaust




•
 
holophytic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
holos

 ‘whole.’





holoblastic

 
/ˌhäləˈblastik, ˌhōlə-/






adjective




(of an ovum) having cleavage planes that divide the egg into separate blastomeres.













holocaust

 
/ˈhäləˌkôst ˈhōləˌkôst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
destruction or slaughter on a mass scale, especially caused by fire or nuclear war




•
 
a nuclear holocaust




•
 
the threat of imminent holocaust.










2.
 
(
the Holocaust

 )
 — the mass murder of Jews under the German Nazi regime during the period 1941–45. More than 6 million European Jews, as well as members of other persecuted groups, such as gypsies and homosexuals, were murdered at concentration camps such as Auschwitz.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a Jewish sacrificial offering that is burned completely on an altar.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
holocauste

 , via late Latin from Greek 
holokauston

 , from 
holos

 ‘whole’ + 
kaustos

 ‘burned’ (from 
kaiein

 ‘burn’).





Holocaust denial





I.
 
noun




the belief or assertion that the Holocaust did not happen or was greatly exaggerated.








II.
 
derivatives





Holocaust denier






noun






















Holocene

 
/ˈhäləsēn ˈhōləˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the present epoch, which is the second epoch in the Quaternary period and followed the Pleistocene.

Also called Recent
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Holocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Holocene epoch or the system of deposits laid down during this time.





The Holocene epoch has lasted from about 10,000 years ago to the present day. It covers the period since the ice retreated after the last glaciation and is sometimes regarded as just another interglacial period.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in French from holo-
 ‘whole’ + Greek 
kainos

 ‘new.’





holodeck

 
/ˈhäləˌdek /

 
Holodeck





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in science fiction) a chamber or facility in which a user can experience a holographic or computer-simulated physical environment




•
 
a new generation of programmers was devoting their lives to realizing the holodeck.

















– origin

 1980s: blend of hologram
 and deck
 , popularized by the television series 
Star Trek: the Next Generation

 (1987–94).





holoenzyme

 
/ˌhälōˈenˌzīm, ˌhōlō-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a biochemically active compound formed by the combination of an enzyme with a coenzyme.













Holofernes

 
/ˌhäləˈfərnēz/






(in the Apocrypha) the Assyrian general of Nebuchadnezzar's forces, who was killed by Judith.










hologram

 
/ˈhäləˌɡram ˈhōləˌɡram/






noun



1.
 
a three-dimensional image formed by the interference of light beams from a laser or other coherent light source.




2.
 
a photograph of an interference pattern that, when suitably illuminated, produces a three-dimensional image.













holograph

 
/ˈhäləˌɡraf ˈhōləˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a manuscript handwritten by the person named as its author


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a holograph letter by Abraham Lincoln.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
holographe

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
holographos

 , from 
holos

 ‘whole’ + 
-graphos

 ‘written, writing.’





holographic

 
/ˌhäləˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective




produced using holograms




•
 
a 3D holographic image




•
 
holographic storage disks.














II.
 
derivatives





holographically

 
/ˌhōləˈgrafəklē /






adverb





















holography

 
/hōˈläɡrəfē/






noun




the study or production of holograms.













holohedral

 
/ˌhäləˈhēdrəl ˌhōləˈhēdrəl/






adjective






[Crystallography]

 having the full number of planes required by the symmetry of a crystal system.













Holon

 
/ˈhōˌlän, KHôˈlôn/






a manufacturing town in west central Israel, part of the Tel Aviv-Jaffa metropolitan area; pop. 170,600 (est. 2008).









holophrasis

 
/həˈläfrəsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of a whole phrase in a single word, for example 
howdy

 for 
how do you do

 .




2.
 
the learning of linguistic elements as whole chunks by very young children acquiring their first language, for example 
it's all gone

 learned as 
allgone

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
holophrase

 
/ˈhäləˌfrāz, ˈhōlə- /






noun













2.
 
holophrastic

 
/häləˈfrastik /






adjective





















holophytic

 
/ˌhäləˈfitik, ˌhōlə-/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant or protozoan) able to synthesize complex organic compounds by photosynthesis.














holothurian

 
/ˌhäləˈTHo͝orēən ˌhōləˈTHo͝orēən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sea cucumber.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the modern Latin genus name 
Holothuria

 (from Greek 
holothourion

 , denoting a kind of zoophyte) + -an
 .





Holothuroidea

 
/ˌhälōTHo͝orˈoidēə, ˌhōlō- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of echinoderms that comprises the sea cucumbers.




II.
 
derivatives





holothuroid

 
/-ˈTHo͝orˌoid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), based on Greek 
holothourion

 (see holothurian
 ).






holotype

 
/ˈhäləˌtīp, ˈhōlə-/






noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a single type specimen upon which the description and name of a new species is based.

Compare with syntype
 .













hols

 
/hälz/





I.
 
plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 holidays.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Holstein

 
/ˈhōlˌstīn ˈhōlˌstēn/






noun




an animal of a typically black-and-white breed of large dairy cattle.













holster

 
/ˈhōlstər/





I.
 
noun




a holder for carrying a handgun or other firearm, typically made of leather and worn on a belt or under the arm




•
 
the Luger slid easily from the holster.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a gun) into its holster.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: corresponding to and contemporary with Dutch 
holster

 , of unknown origin.





holt1


 
/hōlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the den of an animal, especially that of an otter.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a grip or hold.











– origin

 late Middle English (in 
sense

 2): variant of hold
 1
 .





holt2


 
/hōlt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a wood or wooded hill.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
hout

 and German 
Holz

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
klados

 ‘twig.’





Holter monitor

 
/ˈhōltər ˌmänədər/





I.
 
noun




a portable device that records the rhythm of the heart continuously, typically for 24–48 hours, by means of electrodes attached to the chest.











– origin

 1950s: named after Norman J. 
Holter

 (1914–83), the American biophysicist who invented it. / 
usage:

 When a patient is fitted with a 
Holter monitor

 , the recording device may be on a strap that goes around the neck or over the shoulder. This procedure is so suggestive of wearing a 
halter

 that it is not surprising that many people, including some healthcare professionals, believe they are correct in calling the device a 
halter monitor

 . In fact, the true name has nothing to do with the way the device is worn, but refers only to the man who invented it: Norman J. 
Holter

 . Even though the pronunciations of 
Holter

 and 
halter

 differ, the mistaken identity is persistent.





holus-bolus

 
/ˌhōləs ˈbōləs/





I.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 all at once




•
 
swallowing every proposal that is made holus-bolus.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally dialect): perhaps pseudo-Latin for ‘whole bolus, whole lump.’






holy

 
/ˈhōlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dedicated or consecrated to God or a religious purpose; sacred




•
 
the Holy Bible




•
 
the holy month of Ramadan.










2.
 
(of a person) devoted to the service of God




•
 
saints and holy men.










3.
 
morally and spiritually excellent




•
 
I do not lead a holy life.










4.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 used in exclamations of surprise or dismay




•
 
holy smoke!














II.
 
derivatives





holily

 
/ˈhōləlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
hālig

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
heilig

 , also to whole
 .





Holy Alliance






a loose alliance of European powers pledged to uphold the principles of the Christian religion. It was proclaimed at the Congress of Vienna (1814–15) by the emperors of Austria and Russia and the king of Prussia and was joined by most other European monarchs.










holy basil






noun




a kind of basil that is venerated by Hindus as a sacred plant.

Also called tulsi
 . [
Ocimum sanctum

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













holy city

 
/ˈhōlē ˈsidē/






noun



1.
 
a city held sacred by the adherents of a religion.




2.
 
(
the Holy City

 )
 — Jerusalem.




3.
 
(
the Holy City

 )
 — (in Christian tradition) Heaven.













holy day

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈdā/






noun




a day on which a religious observance is held.













holy day of obligation






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a day on which Roman Catholics are required to attend Mass.













Holy Family






Jesus as a child with Mary and Joseph (and often also others such as John the Baptist or St. Anne), especially as a subject for a painting.









Holy Father

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈfäT͟Hər/






noun




a title of the pope.













Holyfield, Evander

 
/ˈhōlēˌfēld/






(1962–), US boxer. He was a four-time world heavyweight champion 1990–92, 1993–94, 1996–99, and 2000–2001.









holy fool






noun




a person who appears unintelligent and unsophisticated but who has other redeeming qualities.













Holy Ghost

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈɡōst/






noun




another term for Holy Spirit
 .













Holy Joe

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈjō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a sanctimonious or pious man.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a clergyman.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally nautical slang.





Holy Land

 
/ˈhōlē ˈˌland/





I.
 
a region on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, in what is now Israel and Palestine, revered by Christians as the place in which Jesus Christ lived and taught, by Jews as the land given to the people of Israel, and by Muslims.




II.
 
a region similarly revered, for example, Arabia in Islam.










Holy League

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈlēɡ/






any of various European alliances sponsored by the papacy during the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries. They include the League of 1511–13, formed by Pope Julius II to expel Louis XII of France from Italy, and the French Holy League (also called the Catholic League
 ) of 1576 and 1584, a Catholic extremist league formed during the French Wars of Religion.









Holy Name






noun




(especially in the Catholic Church) the name of Jesus as an object of formal devotion.













Holy Office






the ecclesiastical court of the Roman Catholic Church established as the final court of appeal in trials of heresy. Formed in 1542 as part of the Inquisition, it was renamed the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1965.









holy of holies

 
/ˌhōlē əv ˈhōlēz/






noun



1.
 
the inner chamber of the sanctuary in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, separated by a veil from the outer chamber. It was reserved for the presence of God and could be entered only by the High Priest on the Day of Atonement.




2.
 
a place regarded as most sacred or special




•
 
she had done the wrong thing, venturing into this holy of holies.



















Holyoke

 
/ˈhōlēˌōk, ˈhō(l)ˌyōk/






an industrial city in west central Massachusetts, northwest of Springfield; pop. 39,947 (est. 2008).










holy orders





I.
 
plural noun




the sacrament or rite of ordination as a member of the Christian clergy, especially in the grades of bishop, priest, or deacon.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in holy orders






having the status of an ordained member of the clergy.









2.
 
take holy orders






become an ordained member of the clergy.

















holy place






noun



1.
 
a place revered as holy, typically one to which religious pilgrimage is made.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the outer chamber of the sanctuary in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem.













Holy Roller






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a member of an evangelical Christian group that expresses religious fervor by frenzied excitement or trances.













Holy Roman Emperor






noun






‹historical›

 the sovereign ruler of the Holy Roman Empire




•
 
the Archbishop of Cologne was removed from his position by the Holy Roman Emperor.



















Holy Roman Empire

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˌrōmən ˈemˌpī(ə)r/






the empire set up in western Europe following the coronation of Charlemagne as emperor in the year 800. It was created by the medieval papacy in an attempt to unite Christendom under one rule. At times the territory of the empire was extensive and included Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and parts of Italy and the Netherlands.









Holyrood

 
/ˈhälēro͞od/





I.
 
the building in Edinburgh that houses the Scottish Parliament.




II.
 
used in reference to the Scottish Parliament




•
 
negotiations between Westminster and Holyrood.















Holy Saturday

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈsadərˌdā/






noun




the Saturday preceding Easter Sunday.













Holy Scripture






noun




the sacred writings of Christianity contained in the Bible.














Holy See

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈsē/






the papacy or the papal court; those associated with the pope in the government of the Roman Catholic Church at the Vatican.

Also called See of Rome
 .









Holy Sepulcher





I.
 
the place in which the body of Jesus was laid after being taken down from the Cross.




II.
 
the church in Jerusalem erected over the traditional site of this tomb.










Holy Spirit

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈspirit/






noun




(in Christianity) the third person of the Trinity; God as spiritually active in the world.














Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity






another name for Unification Church
 .









holystone

 
/ˈhōlēˌstōn /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
noun




a piece of soft sandstone used for scouring the decks of ships.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scour (a deck) with a holystone.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from holy
 + stone
 . Sailors called the stones “bibles” or “prayer books,” perhaps because they scrubbed the decks on their knees.






Holy Thursday






noun



1.
 
(chiefly in the Roman Catholic Church) Maundy Thursday.




2.
 


‹dated›

 (in the Anglican Church) Ascension Day.













holy war

 
/ˈhōlē wô(ə)r/






noun




a war declared or waged in support of a religious cause.













holy water






noun




water blessed by a priest and used in religious ceremonies.














Holy Week

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈwēk/






noun




the week before Easter, starting on Palm Sunday.













Holy Writ

 
/ˈˌhōlē ˈrit/






noun



1.
 
the Bible.




2.
 
writings or sayings of unchallenged authority.













Holy Year






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a period of remission from the penal consequences of sin, granted under certain conditions for a year usually at intervals of twenty-five years.














hom

 
/hōm /

 
homa
 , haoma





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the soma plant, a leafless vine of eastern India.

[
Sarcostemma acidum

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 .]




2.
 
the sour, milky juice of the soma plant, consumed as a sacred drink of the Parsees.

See also soma
 2
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Persian 
hūm

 or Avestan 
haoma

 .





homage

 
/ˈ(h)ämij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
special honor or respect shown publicly




•
 
they 
paid homage to

 the local boy who became president




•
 
a masterly work written 
in homage to

 Beethoven.










2.
 


‹historical›

 formal public acknowledgment of feudal allegiance




•
 
a man doing 
homage to

 his personal lord.

















– origin

 Middle English: Old French, from medieval Latin 
hominaticum

 , from Latin 
homo

 , 
homin-

 ‘man’ (the original use of the word denoted the ceremony by which a vassal declared himself to be his lord's “man”).





hombre

 
/ˈämbrā ˈōmbrā/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a man, especially one of a particular type




•
 
the Raiders quarterback is one tough hombre.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally denoting a man of Spanish descent): Spanish, ‘man,’ from Latin 
homo

 , 
homin-

 .





homburg

 
/ˈhämbərɡ/





I.
 
noun




a man's felt hat having a narrow curled brim and a tapered crown with a lengthwise indentation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Homburg

 , a town in western Germany, where such hats were first worn.






home

 
/hōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the place where one lives permanently, especially as a member of a family or household




•
 
I was nineteen when I left home and went to college




•
 
they have made Provence their home.










2.
 
the family or social unit occupying a home




•
 
he came from a good home and was well educated.










3.
 
a house or an apartment considered as a commercial property




•
 
low-cost homes for first-time buyers.










4.
 
a place where something flourishes, is most typically found, or from which it originates




•
 
Piedmont is the home of Italy's finest red wines.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a place where an object is kept.




6.
 
an institution for people needing professional care or supervision




•
 
an old people's home.










7.
 


[Sports]

 the goal or end point.




8.
 
the place where a player is free from attack.




9.
 
(in lacrosse) each of the three players stationed nearest their opponents's goal.




10.
 


[Baseball]

 short for home plate
 .




11.
 
a game played or won by a team on their own field or court.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the place where one lives




•
 
I don't have your home address.










2.
 
made, done, or intended for use in the place where one lives




•
 
traditional home cooking.










3.
 
relating to one's own country and its domestic affairs




•
 
Japanese competitors are selling cars for lower prices in the US than in their home market.










4.
 
(of a sports game) played at the team's own field or court




•
 
their first home game of the season




•
 
a home win.










5.
 
relating to or denoting a sports team that is playing at its own field or court




•
 
the home team




•
 
home fans.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 denoting the administrative center of an organization




•
 
the company has moved its home office.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
to or at the place where one lives




•
 
what time did he get home last night?




•
 
I stayed home with the kids.










2.
 
to the end or conclusion of a race or something difficult




•
 
the favorite romped home six lengths clear.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 to or toward home plate.




4.
 
to the intended or correct position




•
 
he drove the bolt home noisily.














IV.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) return by instinct to its territory after leaving it




•
 
a dozen geese homing to their summer nesting grounds.










2.
 
(of a pigeon bred for long-distance racing) fly back to or arrive at its loft after being released at a distant point.




3.
 
(
home in on

 )
 — move or be aimed toward (a target or destination) with great accuracy




•
 
more than 100 missiles were launched, homing in on radar emissions.










4.
 
focus attention on




•
 
a teaching style that homes in on what is of central importance for each student.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
at home





a.
 
in one's own house.




b.
 
in one's own neighborhood, town, or country




•
 
he has been consistently successful both at home and abroad.










c.
 
comfortable and at ease in a place or situation




•
 
sit down and 
make yourself at home

 .










d.
 
confident or relaxed about doing or using something




•
 
he was quite at home talking about Eisenstein or Brecht.










e.
 
ready to receive and welcome visitors




•
 
she took to her room and was not 
at home to

 friends.










f.
 
(with reference to sports fixtures) at a team's own ground




•
 
Houston lost at home to Phoenix.















2.
 
bring something home to someone






make someone realize the full significance of something




•
 
her first-hand account brought home to me the pain of the experience.















3.
 
close (or near) to home






(of a remark or topic of discussion) relevant or accurate to the point that one feels uncomfortable or embarrassed.









4.
 
come home








[Golf]

 play the second nine holes in a round of eighteen holes.

Compare with home
 (see go
 1
 ).









5.
 
come home to someone






(of the significance of something) become fully realized by someone




•
 
the full enormity of what was happening came home to Sara.















6.
 
drive (or hammer or press or ram) something home






make something clearly and fully understood by the use of repeated or forcefully direct arguments.









7.
 
hit (or strike) home





a.
 
(of a blow or a missile) reach an intended target.




b.
 
(of words) have the intended, especially unsettling or painful, effect on their audience




•
 
she could see that her remark had hit home.










c.
 
(of the significance or true nature of a situation) become fully realized by someone




•
 
the full impact of life as a celebrity began to hit home.















8.
 
home free






having successfully achieved or being within sight of achieving one's objective




•
 
at 7–0 they should have been home free.















9.
 
a home away from home






a place where one is as happy, relaxed, or comfortable as in one's own home.









10.
 
home is where the heart is








‹proverb›

 your home will always be the place for which you feel the deepest affection, no matter where you are.









11.
 
home sweet home






used as an expression of one's pleasure or relief at being in or returning to one's own home.












VI.
 
derivatives





homelike

 
/ˈhōmˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hām

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heem

 and German 
Heim

 . / 
usage:

 The traditional form for the verbal phrase meaning ‘move accurately towards a target’ is 
home in on

 , not 
hone in on

 . More than a third of citations for this expression in the Oxford English Corpus are for 
hone in on

 , however, and in the US this form has become common even in edited text. Nonetheless, 
hone in on

 is still regarded by many as incorrect, and it remains relatively rare in British use.





home banking

 
/ˌhōm ˈbaNGkiNG/






noun




a system of banking whereby transactions are performed directly by telephone or via a computer and modem.













home base






noun



1.
 
a place from which operations or activities are carried out; headquarters.




2.
 
the objective toward which players progress in certain games.













home birth






noun




an instance of giving birth at home rather than in a hospital




•
 
when Lisa got pregnant they decided to have a home birth.



















homebody

 
/ˈhōmˌbädē/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who likes to stay at home, especially one who is perceived as unadventurous.













homebound

 
/ˈhōmˌbound/






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on the way home; homeward-bound




•
 
her homebound flight.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 unable to leave one's house, typically due to illness or old age; housebound




•
 
the delivery of care to people who are homebound.




















homeboy

 
/ˈhōmˌboi/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
(S. African)

 
‹informal›

 a young acquaintance from one's own town or neighborhood, or from the same social background.




2.
 


(US)

 
(S. African)

 
‹informal›

 (especially among urban black people) a member of a peer group or gang.













home-bred






adjective



1.
 
bred or raised at home.




2.
 
lacking in worldly experience; unsophisticated.













home brew

 
/ˈˌhōm ˈbro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
beer or other alcoholic drink brewed at home




•
 
I observed the town's bootlegger deliver three bottles of home brew.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 made at home, rather than in a store or factory




•
 
home-brew software.














II.
 
derivatives





home-brewed

 
/ˈhōm ˈˌbro͞od /






adjective





















homebuilder

 
/ˈhōmbildər/





I.
 
noun




a company whose business is the construction of private houses.








II.
 
derivatives





homebuilding






noun





















homebuyer

 
/ˈhōmˌbī(ə)r/






noun




a person who buys a house or condominium.













home center

 


‹Brit.›

 home centre






noun






(chiefly US)

 a large hardware store selling tools, building materials, and other household items




•
 
tile cutters can be rented at home centers and hardware stores.



















homecoming

 
/ˈhōmˌkəmiNG/






noun



1.
 
an instance of returning home.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a high school, college, or university game, dance, or other event to which alumni are invited.













home ec

 
/ˌhōm ˈek/






noun






‹informal›

 short for home economics
 .














home economics






plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
cooking and other aspects of household management, especially as taught at school.













home farm






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 
(S. African)

 a farm on an estate that is set aside to provide produce for the owner of the estate.













home fries

 
home-fried potatoes






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 fried sliced potatoes.













home front

 
//






noun




the civilian population and activities of a nation whose armed forces are engaged in war abroad.













homegirl

 
/ˈhōmˌɡərl/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a female equivalent of a homeboy.













homegrown

 
/ˌhōmˈɡrōn/






adjective



1.
 
grown or produced in one's own garden or country




•
 
a basket of homegrown fruit.










2.
 
belonging to one's own particular locality or country




•
 
a jazz concert featuring homegrown artists.



















home key






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the basic key in which a work is written; the tonic key.




2.
 
a key on a computer or typewriter keyboard that acts as the base position for one's fingers in touch-typing.














Homel

 
/hôˈm(y)el/






an industrial city in southeastern Belarus; pop. 488,100 (est. 2009).

Russian name Gomel
 .









homeland

 
/ˈhōmˌland/






noun



1.
 
a person's or a people's native land




•
 
I could finally go back to my homeland.










2.
 
an autonomous or semiautonomous state occupied by a particular people




•
 
the group is fighting for a separate homeland.










3.
 


‹historical›

 any of ten partially self-governing areas in South Africa designated for particular indigenous African peoples under the former policy of apartheid.













homeless

 
/ˈhōmləs/






adjective




(of a person) without a home, and therefore typically living on the streets




•
 
the plight of young homeless people




•
 (as 
noun

 
the homeless

 )
 
charities for the homeless.



















homelessness

 
/ˈhōmləsnəs/






noun




the state of having no home




•
 
families are facing homelessness




•
 
she described the problem of homelessness in the city.



















home loan

 
/ˈhōm ˌlōn/






noun




a loan advanced to a person to assist in buying a house or condominium.













home-loving

 
/ˈhōmˌləviNG/






adjective




fond of staying at home




•
 
a home-loving family man.



















homely

 
/ˈhōmlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a person) unattractive in appearance.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a place or surroundings) simple but cozy and comfortable, as in one's own home




•
 
a modern hotel with a homely atmosphere.










3.
 
unsophisticated and unpretentious




•
 
homely pleasures.














II.
 
derivatives





homeliness

 
/ˈhōmlēnəs /






noun





















homemade

 
/ˌhō(m)ˈmād/






adjective




made at home, rather than in a store or factory




•
 
homemade apple pies




•
 
it sounds like the homemade album that it is.



















homemaker

 
/ˈhōmˌmākər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person, especially a housewife, who manages a home.













homemaking

 
/ˈhōmˌmākiNG/






noun




the creation and management of a home, especially as a pleasant place in which to live.













home movie

 
/ˈˌhōm ˈmo͞ovē/






noun




a film made at home or without professional equipment or expertise, especially a movie featuring one's own activities.













homeobox

 
/ˈhōmēōˌbäks/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 any of a class of closely similar sequences that occur in various genes and are involved in regulating embryonic development in a wide range of species.











– origin

 1980s: from 
homeotic

 (see homeosis
 ) + the noun box
 1
 ; first discovered in homeotic genes of 
Drosophila

 fruit flies.





Home Office






the British government department dealing with domestic affairs, including law and order, immigration, and broadcasting, in England and Wales.









homeomorphism

 
/ˌhōmēəˈmôrˌfizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 an instance of topological equivalence to another space or figure.








II.
 
derivatives





homeomorphic

 
/ˌhōmēəˈmôrfik /






adjective





















homeopath

 
/ˈhōmēəˌpaTH /

 
homeopathist
 , 

‹Brit.›

 homoeopath





I.
 
noun




a person who practices homeopathy.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Homöopath

 (see homeopathy
 ).





homeopathic

 
/ˌhōmēəˈpaTHik /

 


‹Brit.›

 homoeopathic





I.
 
adjective




relating to or using homeopathy




•
 
homeopathic medicine




•
 
homeopathic remedies.














II.
 
derivatives





homeopathically

 
/ˌhōmēəˈpaTHəklē /






adverb






















homeopathy

 
/ˌhōmēˈäpəTHē /

 


‹Brit.›

 homoeopathy





I.
 
noun




the treatment of disease by minute doses of natural substances that in a healthy person would produce symptoms of disease.

Often contrasted with allopathy
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
homoios

 ‘like’ + 
patheia

 (see -pathy
 ).






homeosis

 
/ˌhōmēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the replacement of part of one segment of an insect or other segmented animal by a structure characteristic of a different segment, especially through mutation.








II.
 
derivatives





homeotic

 
/-ˈätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
homoiōsis

 ‘becoming like,’ from 
homoios

 ‘like.’





homeostasis

 
/ˌhōmēəˈstāsəs/





I.
 
noun




the tendency toward a relatively stable equilibrium between interdependent elements, especially as maintained by physiological processes.








II.
 
derivatives





homeostatic

 
/-ˈstatik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from Greek 
homoios

 ‘like’ + -stasis
 .






homeotherm

 
/ˈhōmēəˌTHərm /

 
homoiotherm





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an organism that maintains its body temperature at a constant level, usually above that of the environment, by its metabolic activity.

Often contrasted with poikilotherm
 ; compare with warm-blooded
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
homeothermal

 
/ˌhōmēəˈTHərməl /






adjective













2.
 
homeothermic

 
/ˌhōmēəˈTHərmik /






adjective













3.
 
homeothermy






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
homoios

 ‘like’ + 
thermē

 ‘heat.’





homeowner

 
/ˈhōmˌōnər/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns their own home.








II.
 
derivatives





homeownership

 
/ˈhōmˌōnərˌSHip /






noun





















home page

 
/ˈˌhōm ˈˌpāj/






noun



1.
 
the introductory page of a website, typically serving as a table of contents for the site.




2.
 
a web page set as the default or start-up page on a browser




•
 
I love his site and it's been my home page for years.




















home plate

 
/ˈhōm ˈˌplāt/






noun






[Baseball]

 the five-sided flat white rubber base next to which the batter stands and over which the pitcher must throw the ball for a strike. A runner must touch home plate after having reached all the other bases to score a run.













homeport

 
/ˈhōmpôrt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign (a vessel) to a particular port as its home




•
 
Guam's strategic location makes it the logical place to homeport an aircraft carrier.



















home port

 
/ˈhōm ˌpôrt/






noun




the port from which a ship originates or in which it is registered.













homer

 
/ˈhōmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a home run.




2.
 
a homing pigeon.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a referee or official who is thought to favor the team playing at home.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Baseball]

 hit a home run




•
 
he homered for the sixth time in seven games.




















Homer

 
/ˈhōmər/





I.
 
(8th century 
BC

 ), Greek epic poet. He is traditionally held to be the author of the 
Iliad

 and the 
Odyssey

 , although modern scholarship has revealed the place of the Homeric poems in a preliterate oral tradition. In later antiquity, Homer was regarded as the greatest poet, and his poems were constantly used as a model and source by others.




II.
 
phrases





Homer sometimes nods








‹proverb›

 even the most gifted person occasionally makes mistakes.

















Homer, Winslow






(1836–1910), US painter. He is noted for his seascapes, such as 
Cannon Rock

 (1895), painted in a vigorous naturalistic style that combines imagination and strength and is considered an expression of the American pioneering spirit.










home range






noun






[Zoology]

 an area over which an animal or group of animals regularly travels in search of food or mates, and that may overlap with those of neighboring animals or groups of the same species.













home reversion






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 a financial agreement in which a person relinquishes all or part of the ownership of their home in exchange for a lump sum while retaining the right to live there




•
 
with a home reversion plan, if you sell 100 percent of your home you'll still be responsible for maintaining it even though you no longer own it




•
 
home reversion is another option.



















Homeric

 
/hōˈmerik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or in the style of Homer or the epic poems ascribed to him.




2.
 
of Bronze Age Greece as described in the Homeric poems




•
 
the mists of the Homeric age.










3.
 
epic and large-scale




•
 
some of us exert a Homeric effort.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Homērikos

 , from 
Homēros

 (see Homer
 ).





homeroom

 
/ˈhōmˌro͞om ˈhōmˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a classroom in which a group of students assembles daily with the same teacher before dispersing to other classes.













home rule

 
/hōm ro͞ol/






noun




the government of a colony, dependent country, or region by its own citizens.













home run

 
/ˈˌhōm ˈrən/






noun






[Baseball]

 a fair hit that allows the batter to make a complete circuit of the bases without stopping and score a run.













homeschooling

 
/ˈhōmˌsko͞oliNG/





I.
 
noun




the education of children at home by their parents.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
homeschool

 
/ˈhōmˌsko͞ol /






verb













2.
 
homeschooler

 
/ˈsko͞olər /






noun





















home screen






noun




the introductory visual interface displayed on a device or computer program, from which a user is able to access particular functions




•
 
you can launch the app from your home screen




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
your regular home screen widgets.



















Home Secretary

 
/ˈˌhōm ˈsekrəˌterē/






noun




(in the UK) the Secretary of State in charge of the Home Office.













home shopping





I.
 
noun




shopping carried out from one's own home by ordering goods advertised on the Internet, in a catalog, or on a television channel.








II.
 
derivatives





home shopper






noun






















homeshoring

 
/ˈhōmSHôriNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of transferring employment that was previously carried out in a company's office or factory to employees' homes.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of offshoring
 .





homesick

 
/ˈhōmˌsik/






adjective




experiencing a longing for one's home during a period of absence from it




•
 
he was homesick for America after five weeks in Europe.



















homesickness

 
/ˈhōmˌsiknəs/






noun




a feeling of longing for one's home during a period of absence from it




•
 
I lived four years in London without a single pang of homesickness.



















homesite

 
/ˈhōmsīt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 a building plot for a house.













homesourcing

 
/ˈhōmsôrsiNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for homeshoring
 .











– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of 
outsourcing

 (see outsource
 ).





homespun

 
/ˈhōmˌspən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
simple and unsophisticated




•
 
homespun philosophy.










2.
 
(of cloth or yarn) made or spun at home.




3.
 
denoting a coarse handwoven fabric similar to tweed.








II.
 
noun




coarse handwoven cloth




•
 
clad in homespun.



















home stand






noun




a series of consecutive games played at a team's home stadium, field, or court.













homestay

 
/ˈhōmˌstā/






noun




a vacation or other period abroad spent staying in the home of a local family




•
 
my three-week homestay in southern Japan




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a homestay program.




















homestead

 
/ˈhōmˌsted/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a house, especially a farmhouse, and outbuildings.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person's or family's residence, which comprises the land, house, and outbuildings, and in most states is exempt from forced sale for collection of debt.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 (as provided by the federal Homestead Act of 1862) an area of public land in the West (usually 160 acres) granted to any US citizen willing to settle on and farm the land for at least five years.




4.
 
(in southern Africa) a hut or cluster of huts occupied by one family or clan, standing alone or as part of a traditional African village.








II.
 
derivatives





homesteader

 
/ˈhōmˌstedər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hāmstede

 ‘a settlement’ (see home
 , stead
 ).





Homestead

 
/ˈhōmsted/






an agricultural and suburban city in southeastern Florida, southwest of Miami; pop. 57,936 (est. 2008).









Homestead Act






noun




see homestead
 .













homesteading

 
/ˈhōmˌstediNG/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 life as a settler on a homestead.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the granting of homesteads to settlers.













homestretch

 
/ˈhōmˈstreCH /

 


‹Brit.›

 home straight






noun



1.
 
the concluding straight part of a racecourse




•
 
he drifted in back of the pack halfway down the homestretch.










2.
 
the last part of an activity or campaign




•
 
this was his last term, the home stretch.



















home study






noun



1.
 
a course of study carried out at home, rather than in a traditional classroom setting.




2.
 
an assessment of prospective adoptive parents to see if they are suitable for adopting a child.













homestyle

 
/ˈhōmˌstīl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 such as would be made or provided at home; simple and unpretentious.













home theater

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 television and video equipment designed to reproduce at home the experience of being in a movie theater, typically including stereo speakers and a big-screen television set.













hometown

 
/ˈhōmˌtoun/






noun




the town where one was born or grew up, or the town of one's present fixed residence.













home truth






noun

 — (usu. 
home truths

 )


1.
 
an unpleasant fact about oneself, especially as pointed out by another person




•
 
what he needed was someone to tell him a few home truths.



















home video






noun




a film on videotape for viewing at home.













homeward

 
/ˈhōmwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward home




•
 
setting off homeward.














II.
 
adjective




going or leading toward home




•
 
their homeward journey.

















– origin

 Old English 
hāmweard

 (see home
 , -ward
 ).





homeware

 
/ˈhōmˌwer /

 
homewares






noun






(Brit.)

 furniture, utensils, and decorative objects for domestic use




•
 
both shops will sell a range of homeware as well as clothing.



















homework

 
/ˈhōmˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
schoolwork that a student is required to do at home.




2.
 
work or study done in preparation for a certain event or situation




•
 
he had evidently 
done his homework

 and read his predecessor's reports.










3.
 
paid work carried out in one's own home, especially low-paid piecework.











usage:

 See usage at schoolwork
 .





homeworker

 
/ˈhōmˌwərkər/





I.
 
noun




a person who works from home, especially doing low-paid piecework.








II.
 
derivatives





homeworking

 
/ˈhōmˌwərkiNG /






noun





















homewrecker

 
/ˈhōmˌrekər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is blamed for the breakup of a marriage or family, especially due to having engaged in an affair with one member of a couple




•
 
she was accused of being a homewrecker.



















homey

 
/ˈhōmē /

 
homy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a place or surroundings) pleasantly comfortable and cozy.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 unsophisticated; unpretentious




•
 
an idealized vision of traditional peasant life as simple and homey.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 variant spelling of homie
 .








III.
 
derivatives





homeyness

 
hominess






noun





















homicidal

 
/ˌhäməˈsīdl/






adjective




of, relating to, or tending toward murder




•
 
he had homicidal tendencies.



















homicide

 
/ˈhäməˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the deliberate and unlawful killing of one person by another; murder




•
 
he was charged with homicide




•
 
two thirds of homicides in the county were drug-related.










2.
 
(
Homicide

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the police department that deals with murders




•
 
a detective from Homicide.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a murderer.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
homicidium

 , from 
homo

 , 
homin-

 ‘man.’





homicide bureau






noun






(US)

 the division of a police department that deals with the crime of murder




•
 
a separate team from the Homicide Bureau is investigating Clarke's killing.




















homie

 
/ˈhōmē /

 
homey





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an acquaintance from one's town or neighborhood, or a member of one's peer group or gang.











– origin

 1920s: from home
 + -ie
 ; compare with homeboy
 .





homiletic

 
/ˌhäməˈledik/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of or characteristic of a homily




•
 
homiletic literature.














II.
 
noun

 — (
homiletics

 )


1.
 
the art of preaching or writing sermons




•
 
the teaching of homiletics.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
homilētikos

 , from 
homilein

 ‘converse with, consort,’ from 
homilia

 (see homily
 ).





homiliary

 
/häˈmilēˌerē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a book of homilies.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
homiliarius

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
homilia

 (see homily
 ).






homily

 
/ˈhäməlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious discourse that is intended primarily for spiritual edification rather than doctrinal instruction; a sermon.




2.
 
a tedious moralizing discourse




•
 
she delivered her homily about the need for patience.














II.
 
derivatives





homilist

 
/ˈhämələst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
homilia

 , from Greek, ‘discourse, conversation’ (in ecclesiastical use, ‘sermon’), from 
homilos

 ‘crowd.’





homing

 
/ˈhōmiNG/






adjective



1.
 
relating to an animal's ability to return to a place or territory after traveling a distance away from it




•
 
a strong homing instinct.










2.
 
(of a pigeon) trained to fly home from a great distance and bred for long-distance racing.




3.
 
(of a weapon or piece of equipment) fitted with an electronic device that enables it to find and hit a target.














hominid

 
/ˈhäməˌnid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a primate of a family (
Hominidae

 ) that includes humans and their fossil ancestors and also (in recent systems) at least some of the great apes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Hominidae

 (plural), from Latin 
homo

 , 
homin-

 ‘man.’





hominin

 
/ˈhäməˌnin/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a primate of a taxonomic tribe (
Hominini

 ), which comprises those species regarded as human, directly ancestral to humans, or very closely related to humans




•
 
fossil footprints reveal the height of ancient hominins.







[Some consider the tribe 
Hominini

 to include only the genera 
Homo

 and 
Australopithecus

 and their extinct relatives, thus making 
hominin

 equivalent to 
hominid

 (see hominid
 ). Others define the tribe so as to include the chimpanzees, and sometimes also the gorillas.]











– origin

 1980s: from modern Latin 
Hominini

 , from Latin 
homo

 , 
homin-

 ‘man.’





hominoid

 
/ˈhäməˌnoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a primate of a group that includes humans, their fossil ancestors, and the anthropoid apes.

[Superfamily 
Hominoidea

 : families 
Hominidae

 and 
Hylobatidae

 .]








II.
 
adjective




relating to hominoid primates.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
homo

 , 
homin-

 ‘human being’ + -oid
 .





hominy

 
/ˈhämənē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 coarsely ground corn used to make grits


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
hominy grits.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: shortened from Virginia Algonquian 
uskatahomen

 .





homo

 
/ˈhōmō /

 

‹offensive›






I.
 
noun




a homosexual man.








II.
 
adjective




homosexual.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.






Homo

 
/ˈhōmō/





I.
 
the genus of primates of which modern humans (
Homo sapiens

 ) are the present-day representatives.




II.
 
[with Latin or pseudo-Latin 
adj.

 ]
 — denoting kinds of modern human, often humorously




•
 
a textbook example of Homo neuroticus.











The genus 
Homo

 is believed to have existed for at least two million years, and modern humans (
H. sapiens sapiens

 ) first appeared in the Upper Paleolithic. Among several extinct species are 
H. habilis

 , 
H. erectus

 , and 
H. neanderthalensis

 . / 
– origin

 Latin, ‘man.’






homo-

 
/ˈhōmō-/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
same




•
 
homogametic.










2.
 
relating to homosexual love




•
 
homoerotic.







Often contrasted with hetero-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
homos

 ‘same.’





homocentric1


 
/ˌhōmōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




having the same center.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek homo-
 ‘same’ + -centric
 .





homocentric2






I.
 
adjective




another term for anthropocentric
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
homo

 ‘human being, man’ + -centric
 .






homocercal

 
/ˌhōməˈsərk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a fish's tail) appearing outwardly symmetrical but with the backbone passing into the upper lobe, as in all higher fish.

Contrasted with diphycercal
 , heterocercal
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from homo-
 ‘same’ + Greek 
kerkos

 ‘tail’ + -al
 .





homocysteine

 
/ˌhōməˈsistēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid that occurs in the body as an intermediate in the metabolism of methionine and cysteine.

[Chem. formula: HSCH2
 CH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]














homoecious

 
/hōˈmēSHəs, hä-/






adjective






[Biology]

 parasitic on a single host throughout life.

Compare with heteroecious
 .













Homo economicus

 
/ˈhōmō ˌekəˈnämikəs ˈhoʊmoʊ ˌēkəˈnämikəs/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 another term for economic man
 :




•
 
using rational assessments, Homo economicus attempts to maximize utility as a consumer and economic profit as a producer.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: Latin.





homoerotic

 
/ˌhōmōəˈrädik/





I.
 
adjective




concerning or arousing sexual desire centered on a person of the same sex




•
 
homoerotic images.














II.
 
derivatives





homoeroticism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun






















homogametic

 
/ˌhōmōɡəˈmedik/






adjective






[Biology]

 denoting the sex that has sex chromosomes that do not differ in morphology, resulting in only one kind of gamete, e.g., (in mammals) the female and (in birds) the male.

The opposite of heterogametic
 .













homogamy

 
/hōˈmäɡəmē häˈmäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 inbreeding, especially as a result of isolation.




2.
 
marriage between people from similar sociological or educational backgrounds.

Compare with heterogamy
 (
sense

 3).




3.
 


[Botany]

 a state in which the flowers of a plant are all of one type (either hermaphrodite or of the same sex).

Compare with heterogamy
 (
sense

 2).




4.
 


[Botany]

 the simultaneous ripening of the stamens and pistils of a flower, ensuring self-pollination.

Compare with dichogamy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





homogamous

 
/-ˈmäɡəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from homo-
 ‘same’ + Greek 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’





homogenate

 
/həˈmäjəˌnāt, -nət/






noun






[Biology]

 a suspension of cell fragments and cell constituents obtained when tissue is homogenized.














homogeneity

 
/ˌhōməjəˈnēədē ˌhōməjəˈnāədē/





I.
 
noun




the quality or state of being all the same or all of the same kind




•
 
the cultural homogeneity of our society.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
homogeneitas

 , from 
homogeneus

 (see homogeneous
 ) + -ity
 .






homogeneous

 
/ˌhōməˈjēnēəs /

 
homogenous /həˈmäjənəs/






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the same kind; alike




•
 
timbermen prefer to deal with homogeneous woods.










2.
 
consisting of parts all of the same kind




•
 
culturally speaking the farmers constitute an extremely homogeneous group.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 containing terms all of the same degree.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
homogeneously

 
/ˌhōməˈjēnēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
homogeneousness

 
/ˌhōməˈjēnēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as homogeneity
 ): from medieval Latin 
homogeneus

 , from Greek 
homogenēs

 , from 
homos

 ‘same’ + 
genos

 ‘race, kind.’ / 
usage:

 The usual spelling is 
homogeneous

 , and the spelling 
homogenous

 is traditionally regarded as an error. 
Homogenous

 is a different word, a specialized biological term meaning ‘having a common descent,’ which has been largely replaced by 
homologous

 . From the evidence of the Oxford English Corpus, the spelling 
homogeneous

 has become significantly less common since 2000, and around a third of citations for the word now use the form 
homogenous

 . This can now be regarded as an established variant.





homogenization

 
/həˌmäjənəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a process by which the fat droplets from milk are emulsified and the cream does not separate




•
 
after homogenization and pasteurization, milk travels to one of six storage tanks.










2.
 


[Biology]

 preparation of a suspension of cell constituents from tissue by physical treatment in a liquid




•
 
the mechanical homogenization of leaf tissue.










3.
 
the process of making things uniform or similar




•
 
the fear of cultural homogenization is a barrier to some multinational businesses.



















homogenize

 
/həˈmäjəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (milk) to a process in which the fat droplets are emulsified and the cream does not separate


(as 
adj.

 
homogenized

 )


•
 
homogenized milk.










2.
 


[Biology]

 prepare a suspension of cell constituents from (tissue) by physical treatment in a liquid.




3.
 
make uniform or similar.








II.
 
derivatives





homogenizer

 
/həˈmäjəˌnīzər /






noun





















homogenous

 
/həˈmäjənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 old-fashioned term for homologous
 .




2.
 
see homogeneous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





homogenously






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from homo-
 ‘same’ + Greek 
genos

 ‘race, kind’ + -ous
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at homogeneous
 .





homogeny

 
/həˈmäjənē/






noun






[Biology]

 variant of homogeneity
 .














homograft

 
/ˈhōməˌɡraft, ˈhämə-/






noun




a tissue graft from a donor of the same species as the recipient.

Compare with allograft
 .













homograph

 
/ˈhäməˌɡraf ˈhōməˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




each of two or more words spelled the same but not necessarily pronounced the same and having different meanings and origins (e.g., bow
 1
 and bow
 2
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





homographic

 
/ˌhäməˈɡrafik ˌhōməˈɡrafik /






adjective






















homoiousian

 
/ˌhōmoiˈo͞osēən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 in the fourth-century Arian controversy, a person who held that God the Father and God the Son are of like but not identical substance.

Compare with homoousian
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘of similar but not identical substance’): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
homoiousios

 , from 
homoios

 ‘like’ + 
ousia

 ‘essence, substance.’ The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





homologate

 
/hōˈmäləɡāt həˈmäləˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 express agreement with or approval of




•
 
one body of patrons elected the teacher, the others afterward homologating the appointment.










2.
 


‹formal›

 approve (a car, boat, or engine) for sale in a particular market or use in a particular class of racing.








II.
 
derivatives





homologation

 
/hōˌmäləˈɡāSH(ə)n həˌmäləˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
homologat-

 ‘agreed,’ from the verb 
homologare

 , from Greek 
homologein

 ‘confess.’





homologize

 
/hōˈmäləjīz həˈmäləˌjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 make or show to have the same relation, relative position, or structure.














homologous

 
/hōˈmäləɡəs həˈmäləɡəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the same relation, relative position, or structure, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of organs) similar in position, structure, and evolutionary origin but not necessarily in function




•
 
a seal's flipper is 
homologous with

 the human arm.







Often contrasted with analogous
 .




3.
 


[Biology]

 (of chromosomes) pairing at meiosis and having the same structural features and pattern of genes.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a series of chemical compounds) having the same functional group but differing in composition by a fixed group of atoms.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
homologos

 ‘agreeing, consistent,’ from 
homos

 ‘same’ + 
logos

 ‘ratio, proportion.’





homologue

 
/ˈhōməˌlôɡ ˈhäməˌlôɡ /

 
homolog





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a homologous thing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
homologos

 (see homologous
 ).





homology

 
/hōˈmäləjē həˈmäləjē/






noun






[chiefly Biology]

 
[Chemistry]

 the state of having the same or similar relation, relative position, or structure




•
 
many proteins show homology across their whole length




•
 
a region of 
homology with

 another gene.



















homomorphic

 
/ˌhōməˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of the same or similar form.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Mathematics]

 of, relating to, or of the nature of a homomorphism.








II.
 
derivatives





homomorphically

 
/ˌhōməˈmôrfik(ə)lē /






adverb





















homomorphism

 
/ˌhōməˈmôrfizəm/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a transformation of one set into another that preserves in the second set the relations between elements of the first.













homonym

 
/ˈhäməˌnim ˈhōməˌnim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of two or more words having the same spelling but different meanings and origins (e.g., pole
 1
 and pole
 2
 ); a homograph.




2.
 
each of two words having the same pronunciation but different meanings, origins, or spelling (e.g., to
 , and ; a homophone.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a Latin name that is identical to that of a different organism, the newer of the two names being invalid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
homonymic

 
/ˌhäməˈnimik ˌhōməˈnimik /






adjective













2.
 
homonymous

 
/həˈmänəməs hōˈmänəməs /






adjective













3.
 
homonymy

 
/həˈmänəmē hōˈmänəmē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
homōnumon

 , neuter of 
homōnumos

 ‘having the same name,’ from 
homos

 ‘same’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’






homoousian

 
/ˌhōmōˈo͞osēən /

 
homousian





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 in the fourth-century Arian controversy, a person who held that God the Father and God the Son are of the same substance.

Compare with homoiousian
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
homousianus

 , from 
homousius

 , from Greek 
homoousios

 , from 
homos

 ‘same’ + 
ousia

 ‘essence, substance.’





homophile

 
/ˈhōməˌfīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a homosexual man or woman.




2.
 
a person active in supporting the rights of homosexuals.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to homosexuals.




2.
 
active in supporting the rights of homosexuals.













homophobe

 
/ˈhōməˌfōb/






noun




a person with an extreme and irrational aversion to homosexuality and homosexual people




•
 
we never allowed the homophobes we met to get the last word.



















homophobia

 
/ˌhōməˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




dislike of or prejudice against homosexual people.











– origin

 1960s: from homosexual
 + -phobia
 .





homophobic

 
/ˌhōməˈfōbik/






adjective




having or showing an extreme and irrational aversion to homosexuality and homosexual people




•
 
homophobic remarks.



















homophone

 
/ˈhäməˌfōn ˈhōməˌfōn/






noun



1.
 
each of two or more words having the same pronunciation but different meanings, origins, or spelling, e.g., 
new

 and 
knew

 .




2.
 
each of a set of symbols denoting the same sound or group of sounds.














homophonic

 
/ˌhäməˈfänik ˌhōməˈfänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 characterized by the movement of accompanying parts in the same rhythm as the melody.

Often contrasted with polyphonic
 .




2.
 
another term for homophonous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





homophonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















homophonous

 
/hōˈmäfənəs, həˈmäfənəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a word or words) having the same pronunciation as another or others but different meaning, origin, or spelling.








II.
 
derivatives





homophony

 
/hōˈmäfənē häˈmäfənē həˈmäfənē /






noun





















homopolar

 
/ˌhäməˈpōlər ˌhōməˈpōlər/






adjective



1.
 
having equal or constant electrical polarity.




2.
 
(of an electric generator) producing direct current without the use of commutators.














Homoptera

 
/hōˈmäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a group of true bugs comprising those in which the forewings are uniform in texture. Plant bugs such as aphids, whitefly, scale insects, and cicadas belong to this group.

Compare with Heteroptera
 . [Suborder 
Homoptera

 , order 
Hemiptera

 .]




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
homoptera

 )
 — bugs of the Homoptera group.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from homo-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





homopteran

 
/hōˈmäptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




a bug of the group Homoptera.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting homopterans.








III.
 
derivatives





homopterous

 
/-tərəs /






adjective





















homorganic

 
/ˌhōmôrˈɡanik/






adjective




denoting sets of speech sounds that are produced using the same vocal organs, e.g., 
p

 , 
b

 , and 
m

 .













Homo sapiens

 
/ˈhōmō ˈsāpēənz/





I.
 
the primate species to which modern humans belong; humans regarded as a species.

See also Homo
 .




II.
 
a member of the Homo sapiens species, a human being.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘wise man.’






homosexual

 
/ˌhōməˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) sexually attracted to people of one's own sex.




2.
 
involving or characterized by sexual attraction between people of the same sex




•
 
homosexual desire.














II.
 
noun




a person who is sexually attracted to people of their own sex.








III.
 
derivatives





homosexually






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from homo-
 ‘same’ + sexual
 .





homosexuality

 
/ˌhōməˌsekSHəˈwalədē/






noun




sexual attraction to people of one's own sex.













homosocial

 
/ˌhōməˈsōSHəl/






adjective




of or relating to social interaction between members of the same sex, typically men.













homotransplant

 
/ˌhōmōˈtransplant/






noun




another term for allograft
 .














homozygote

 
/ˌhōməˈzīɡōt ˌhäməˈzīɡōt/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 an individual having two identical alleles of a particular gene or genes and so breeding true for the corresponding characteristic.

Compare with heterozygote
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
homozygosity

 
/-zīˈɡäsitē /






noun













2.
 
homozygous

 
/ˌhōməˈzīɡəs ˌhäməˈzīɡəs /






adjective






















Homs

 
/hôms /

 
Hims






an industrial city in western Syria, on the Orontes River; pop. 869,700 (est. 2009). It was named in 636 by the Muslims and occupies the site of the ancient city of Emesa.









homunculus

 
/həˈməNGkyələs hōˈməNGkyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very small human or humanoid creature.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a supposed microscopic but fully formed human being from which a fetus was formerly believed to develop.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
homo

 , 
homin-

 ‘man.’





hon

 
/hən/






noun






‹informal›

 short for honey
 (as a form of address):




•
 
It wouldn't interest you, hon.



















Hon.






abbreviation



1.
 
(in official job titles) Honorary




•
 
the Hon. Secretary.










2.
 
(in titles of some government officials and judges) Honorable




•
 
the Hon. Charles Rothschild.




















Honan

 
/ˈhōˈnan, ˈhōˌnän/





I.
 
variant of Henan
 .




II.
 
former name for Luoyang
 .









honcho

 
/ˈhän(t)SHō /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a leader or manager; the person in charge




•
 
the company's 
head honcho

 in the US.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be in charge of (a project or situation)




•
 
the task at hand was to honcho an eighteen-wheeler to St. Louis.

















– origin

 1940s: from Japanese 
hanchō

 ‘group leader,’ a term brought back to the US by servicemen stationed in Japan during the occupation following World War II.





Honda, Soichiro

 
/ˈhändə/






(1906–92), Japanese motor manufacturer. Opening his first factory in 1934, he began motorcycle manufacture in 1948 and expanded into automobile production during the 1960s.









Honduran

 
/hänˈd(y)o͝orən hänˈjo͝orən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Honduras or its people




•
 
a pot of fresh-ground Honduran coffee.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Honduras




•
 
Hondurans use some words that are not heard in other Spanish-speaking countries.



















Honduras

 
/ˌhänˈd(y)o͝orəs/







1.
 
a country in Central America that borders on the Caribbean Sea and also has a short coastline on the Pacific Ocean; pop. 7,833,700 (est. 2009); capital, Tegucigalpa; official language, Spanish.





At the southern limit of the Mayan empire, Honduras was visited by Columbus in 1502 and became a Spanish colony. In 1821, it became an independent republic.









hone

 
/hōn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sharpen (a blade).




•
 
he was carefully honing the curved blade.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — refine or perfect (something) over a period of time




•
 
she has taken numerous workshops to hone her skills over the years




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
honed

 )
 
a finely honed performance.










3.
 
give greater strength or firmness to (the body or a part of the body)




•
 
she has been working hard to hone her physique.




•
 
abdominal strength training will hone your abs.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hone in on

 )
 — another way of saying home in on
 (see home
 ):




•
 
the detectives honed in on the suspect




•
 
I started to hone in on the problem.














II.
 
noun




a whetstone, especially one used to sharpen razors.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
hān

 ‘stone,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
hein

 . / 
usage:

 See usage at home
 .





Honecker, Erich

 
/ˈhōnəkər/






(1912–94), East German statesman; head of state 1976–89. His repressive regime was marked by a close allegiance to the former Soviet Union. He was ousted in 1989 as communism began to collapse throughout Eastern Europe.










honest

 
/ˈänəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free of deceit and untruthfulness; sincere




•
 
I haven't been totally honest with you.










2.
 
morally correct or virtuous




•
 
I did the only right and honest thing.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — fairly earned, especially through hard work




•
 
struggling to make an honest living.










4.
 
(of an action) blameless or well intentioned even if unsuccessful or misguided




•
 
he'd made an honest mistake.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — simple, unpretentious, and unsophisticated




•
 
good honest food with no gimmicks.














II.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 used to persuade someone of the truth of something




•
 
you'll like it when you get there, honest.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make an honest woman of








‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 marry a woman, especially to avoid scandal if she is pregnant.

[
honest

 here originally meant ‘respectable,’ but was probably associated with the archaic sense ‘chaste, virtuous.’]









2.
 
to be honest






speaking frankly




•
 
I've never been much of a movie buff, to be honest.





















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘held in or deserving of honor’): via Old French from Latin 
honestus

 , from 
honos

 (see honor
 ).





honest broker

 
/ˈänəst ˈbrōkər/





I.
 
noun




an impartial mediator in international, industrial, or other disputes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: translating German 
ehrlicher Makler

 with reference to Bismarck, Otto von
 , under whom Germany was united.





honestly

 
/ˈänəstlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a truthful, fair, or honorable way




•
 
he'd come by the money honestly.










2.
 
used to emphasize the sincerity of an opinion, belief, or feeling




•
 
she honestly believed that she was making life easier for Jack.










3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to emphasize the sincerity or truthfulness of a statement




•
 
honestly, darling, I'm not upset.










4.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to indicate the speaker's disapproval, annoyance, or impatience




•
 
honestly, that man is the absolute limit!



















honest-to-God

 
/ˌänəsttəˈɡäd /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
genuine; real




•
 
an honest-to-God celebrity.














II.
 
adverb




genuinely; really


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
“You mean you didn't know?” “Honest to God!”



















honest-to-goodness






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
genuine and straightforward




•
 
an honest-to-goodness family vacation in the sun.




















honesty

 
/ˈänəstē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being honest




•
 
they spoke with convincing honesty about their fears




•
 
it was not, in all honesty, an auspicious debut.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 referring to or using a way of charging for goods or services that relies on customers to leave money in an unattended receptacle even though there is no one to collect their payments




•
 
an honesty bar.










3.
 
a European plant with purple or white flowers and round, flat, translucent seedpods that are used for indoor flower arrangements.

Also called money plant
 . [Genus 
Lunaria

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
honeste

 , from Latin 
honestas

 , from 
honestus

 (see honest
 ). The original sense was ‘honor, respectability,’ later ‘decorum, virtue, chastity.’ The plant is so named from its seedpods, translucency symbolizing lack of deceit.





honewort

 
/ˈhōnˌwərt, -wôrt/





I.
 
noun




a wild plant of the parsley family.

[Two species in the family 
Umbelliferae

 : 
Cryptotaenia canadensis

 , a native of North America and eastern Asia that is cultivated for food in Japan, and 
Trinia glauca

 , a small European plant.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete 
hone

 ‘swelling’ (for which the plant was believed to be a remedy) + wort
 .






honey

 
/ˈhənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet, sticky, yellowish-brown fluid made by bees and other insects from nectar collected from flowers.




2.
 
a yellowish-brown or golden color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
her honey skin.










3.
 
any sweet substance similar to bees' honey.




4.
 


‹informal›

 an excellent example of something




•
 
it's one 
honey of

 an adaptation.










5.
 
darling; sweetheart (usually as a form of address)




•
 
hi, honey!

















– origin

 Old English 
hunig

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
honig

 and German 
Honig

 .






honey ant






noun




an ant that stores large amounts of honeydew and nectar in its elastic abdomen, which becomes greatly distended. This is then fed to nest mates by regurgitation.

[
Myrmecocystus

 and other genera, family 
Formicidae

 .]














honey badger






noun




another term for ratel
 .













honeybee

 
/ˈhənēˌbē/






noun




a stinging winged insect that collects nectar and pollen, produces wax and honey, and lives in large communities. It was domesticated for its honey around the end of the Neolithic period and is usually kept in hives.

[Four species in the genus 
Apis

 , family 
Apidae

 , in particular the widespread 
A. mellifera

 .]













honey bucket






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a toilet that does not use water and has to be emptied manually.













honeybunch

 
/ˈhənēˌbən(t)SH /

 
honeybun






noun






‹informal›

 darling (used as a form of address).













honey-colored

 


‹Brit.›

 honey-coloured






adjective




of a yellowish-brown or golden color




•
 
her natural honey-colored locks.



















honeycomb

 
/ˈhənēˌkōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure of hexagonal cells of wax, made by bees to store honey and eggs.




2.
 
a structure of adjoining cavities or cells




•
 
a honeycomb of caves.










3.
 
a mass of cavities produced by corrosion or dissolution


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
honeycomb weathering.










4.
 
a raised hexagonal or cellular pattern on the face of a fabric.




5.
 
tripe from the second stomach of a ruminant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill with cavities or tunnels




•
 
whole hillsides were honeycombed with mines.










2.
 
infiltrate and undermine




•
 
their men honeycombed the army.

















– origin

 Old English 
hunigcamb

 (see honey
 , comb
 ).





honeycreeper

 
/ˈhənēˌkrēpər/






noun



1.
 
a tropical American tanager with a long curved bill, feeding on nectar and insects.

[Genera 
Cyanerpes

 and 
Chlorophanes

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Thraupinae

 ): five species.]




2.
 
(also 
Hawaiian honeycreeper

 )
 — a Hawaiian songbird of variable appearance and with a specialized bill, several kinds of which are now endangered.

[Family 
Drepanididae

 (or 
Fringillidae

 ): several genera and species, often with Hawaiian names such as the iiwi and ou.]













Honeycrisp

 
/ˈhənēˌkrisp/






noun




a dessert apple with a mottled red and yellow skin and sweet, firm flesh.













honeydew

 
/ˈhənēˌd(y)o͞o/






noun



1.
 
a sweet, sticky substance excreted by aphids and often deposited on leaves and stems.




2.
 


‹literary›

 an ideally sweet substance.




3.
 
(also 
honeydew melon

 )
 — a melon of a variety with smooth pale skin and sweet green flesh.













honeyeater

 
/ˈhənēˌēdər/






noun




an Australasian songbird with a long brushlike tongue for feeding on nectar.

[Family 
Meliphagidae

 : numerous species and genera.]













honeyed

 
/ˈhənēd /

 
honied






adjective



1.
 
(of food) containing or coated with honey.




2.
 
having a rich sweetness of taste or smell




•
 
as the wine matures, it becomes more honeyed.










3.
 
having a golden or warm yellow color.




4.
 
(of a person's words or tone of voice) soothing, soft, and intended to please or flatter




•
 
he wooed her with honeyed words.




















honey fungus






noun




another term for honey mushroom
 .













honeyguide

 
/ˈhənēˌɡīd/






noun




a small bird of the Old World tropics, typically having drab plumage and feeding chiefly on beeswax and bee grubs. Two African kinds attract humans and other mammals, especially ratels, to bee nests.

[Family 
Indicatoridae

 : four genera, esp. 
Indicator

 .]













honey locust






noun




a tree of the pea family with long branched thorns, although a thornless variety has been cultivated and is typically grown as an ornamental for its fernlike foliage.

[Genus 
Gleditsia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
G. triacanthos

 , the pods of which contain a sweet pulp.]














honeymoon

 
/ˈhənēˌmo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vacation spent together by a newly married couple




•
 
romantic hand-holding breakfasts together 
on their honeymoon

 .










2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an initial period of enthusiasm or goodwill, typically at the start of a new job




•
 
the new president's honeymoon period.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend a honeymoon




•
 
they are 
honeymooning in

 the south of France.














III.
 
derivatives





honeymooner

 
/ˈhənēˌmo͞onər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting the period of time following a wedding): from honey
 + moon
 . The original reference was to affection waning like the moon, but later the sense became ‘the first month after marriage.’






honey mushroom






noun




a widespread parasitic fungus that produces clumps of honey-colored toadstools at the base of trees. The black stringlike hyphae invade a tree, causing decay or death and spreading out to other trees.

Also called honey fungus
 . [
Armillaria mellea

 , family 
Tricholomataceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













honey possum






noun




a tiny shrewlike marsupial with a long pointed snout and a prehensile tail, found only in southwestern Australia, where it feeds exclusively upon nectar and pollen.

[
Tarsipes rostratus

 , the only member of the family 
Tarsipedidae

 .]













honeypot

 
/ˈhənēˌpät/






noun



1.
 
a container in which honey is kept




•
 
an earthenware honeypot.




•
 
she always had men hovering round her 
like bees round a honeypot

 .










2.
 
an enticing source of pleasure or reward




•
 
massive increases in government purchases became a honeypot for the unscrupulous.










3.
 
a place to which many people are attracted




•
 
its elegant shops make Florence a global honeypot.










4.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.













honeypot ant






noun




another term for honey ant
 .













honeysucker

 
/ˈhənēˌsəkər/






noun




any of a number of long-billed birds that feed on nectar, especially (in South Africa) a sunbird.













honeysuckle

 
/ˈhənēˌsək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed climbing shrub with tubular flowers that are typically fragrant and of two colors or shades, opening in the evening for pollination by moths.

[Genera 
Lonicera

 and 
Diervilla

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 (the 
honeysuckle family

 ): many species, including the common 
Japanese honeysuckle

 (
L. japonica

 ), the 
trumpet honeysuckle

 (
L. sempervirens

 ), and the 
northern bush honeysuckle

 (
D. lonicera

 ). The honeysuckle family also includes such berry-bearing shrubs as guelder rose, elder, and snowberry.]











– origin

 Middle English 
honysoukil

 , extension of 
honysouke

 , from Old English 
hunigsūce

 (see honey
 , suck
 ). It originally denoted tubular flowers, such as the red clover, which are sucked for their nectar.





honey-tongued






adjective




eloquent and persuasive in speaking




•
 
a honey-tongued politician trying to justify a war.



















honeytrap

 
/ˈhənēˌtrap /

 
honey trap






noun




a stratagem in which irresistible bait is used to lure a victim.













honeywort

 
/ˈhənēˌwərt, ˈhənēˌwôrt/






noun




a Mediterranean plant of the borage family with grayish-green leaves and tubular yellow or purple flowers that are a favored source of nectar for bees.

[Genus 
Cerinthe

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, in particular the yellow-flowered 
C. major

 .]













hongi

 
/ˈhäNGē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the hongi

 )


1.
 


(NZ)

 a traditional Maori greeting in which people press their noses together.











– origin

 Maori.





Hong Kong

 
/ˌhôNG ˈkôNG/






a special administrative region on the southeastern coast of China, a former British dependency; pop. 7,346,600 (est. 2009). The area comprises Hong Kong Island, ceded by China in 1841; the Kowloon peninsula, ceded in 1860; and the New Territories, additional areas of the mainland that were leased for 99 years in 1898. All were returned to China in 1997. Hong Kong has become one of the world's major financial and manufacturing centers.









Hongkonger

 
/häNGˈkäNGər, hôNGˈkôNGər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of Hong Kong




•
 
more than 740,000 Hongkongers visited Japan last year.



















Hong Kongese

 
/ˌhôNG kôNGˈēz, ˌhäNG käNGˈēz/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Hong Kong




•
 
the new generation of Hong Kongese are interested in style, pop culture, and fashion




•
 
I am a Hong Kongese who has lived in the United States for ten years.














II.
 
adjective




relating to Hong Kong or its inhabitants




•
 
a group of Hong Kongese businessmen.



















Honiara

 
/ˌhōnēˈärə/






the capital of the Solomon Islands, a port on the northwestern coast of the island of Guadalcanal; pop. 66,000 (est. 2007).









honi soit qui mal y pense

 
/ˌônē ˈswä kē ˌmäl ē ˈpäNs/





I.
 
exclamation




shame on him who thinks evil of it (the motto of the Order of the Garter).











– origin

 French.





honk

 
/häNGk hôNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cry of a wild goose.




2.
 
the harsh sound of a car horn.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a honk


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
taxi drivers honking their horns




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
geese circled around and honked.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 vomit.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





honker

 
/ˈhäNGkər, ˈhôNG-/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that honks.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a wild goose.













honky

 
/ˈhäNGkē ˈhôNGkē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a derogatory term used by black people for a white person or for white people collectively.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





honky-tonk

 
/ˈhäNGkē ˌtäNGk ˈhôNGkē ˌtôNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a cheap or disreputable bar, club, or dance hall, typically where country music is played




•
 
country bands at highway honky-tonks.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 squalid and disreputable




•
 
a honky-tonk beach resort.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a style of country and western music of the 1950s associated with honky-tonks




•
 
good-time urban cowboy fare with a hint of honky-tonk and a healthy measure of rock.










4.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 ragtime piano music.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





honnête homme

 
/ôˌnet ˈôm/





I.
 
noun




a decent, cultivated man of the world; a gentleman.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘honest man.’





Honolulu

 
/ˌhänəˈlo͞olo͞o/






the capital of Hawaii, a principal port on the southeastern coast of the island of Oahu; pop. 374,676 (est. 2008).










honor

 
/ˈänər /

 


‹Brit.›

 honour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
high respect; esteem




•
 
his portrait hangs in the place of honor.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that brings credit




•
 
you are 
an honor to

 our profession.










3.
 
adherence to what is right or to a conventional standard of conduct




•
 
I must as a matter of honor avoid any taint of dishonesty.










4.
 
a privilege




•
 
the great poet of whom it is my honor to speak tonight.










5.
 
a thing conferred as a distinction, especially an official award for bravery or achievement




•
 
the highest military honors.










6.
 
(
honors

 )
 — a special distinction for proficiency in an examination




•
 
she passed with honors.










7.
 
(
honors

 )
 — a class or course of degree studies more specialized than that of the ordinary level


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an honors degree in mathematics.










8.
 
(
His

 , 
Your

 , etc., 
Honor

 )
 — a title of respect given to or used in addressing a judge or a mayor.




9.
 


[Golf]

 the right of teeing off first, having won the previous hole.




10.
 


‹dated›

 a woman's chastity or her reputation for this




•
 
she died defending her honor.










11.
 


[Bridge]

 an ace, king, queen, or jack.




12.
 
(
honors

 )
 — possession in one's hand of at least four of the ace, king, queen, and jack of trumps, or of all four aces in no trumps, for which a bonus is scored.




13.
 
(in whist) an ace, king, queen, or jack of trumps.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard with great respect




•
 
Joyce has now learned to honor her father's memory




•
 (as 
adj.

 
honored

 )
 
an honored guest.










2.
 
pay public respect to




•
 
talented writers were honored at a special ceremony.










3.
 
fulfill (an obligation) or keep (an agreement)




•
 
make sure the franchisees honor the terms of the contract.










4.
 
accept (a bill) or pay (a check) when due




•
 
the bank informed him that the check would not be honored.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do the honors








‹informal›

 perform a social duty or small ceremony for others (often used to describe the serving of food or drink to a guest).









2.
 
honor bright








‹dated›

 “on my honor”




•
 
I'll never do it again, honor bright, I won't.







[from Thomas Moore's 
Tom Cribb's Memorial to Congress

 (1819).]









3.
 
in honor bound






another way of saying honor
 .









4.
 
in honor of






as a celebration of or expression of respect for.









5.
 
on one's honor






under a moral obligation




•
 
they are on their honor as gentlemen not to cheat.















6.
 
on (or upon) my honor






used as an expression of sincerity




•
 
I promise on my honor.















7.
 
there's honor among thieves








‹proverb›

 dishonest people may have certain standards of behavior that they will respect.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
onor

 (noun), 
onorer

 (verb), from Latin 
honor

 .





honorable

 
/ˈänərəb(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 honourable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bringing or worthy of honor




•
 
this is the only honorable course




•
 
a decent and honorable man.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 (of the intentions of a man courting a woman) directed toward marriage




•
 
the young man's intentions had been honorable.










3.
 
(
Honorable

 )
 — used as a title indicating eminence or distinction, given especially to judges and certain high officials




•
 
the Honorable Richard Morris Esquire, chief justice of the supreme court of our state.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
honorableness

 
/ˈänər(ə)bəlnəs ˈänrəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
honorably

 
/ˈänər(ə)blē ˈänrəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
honorabilis

 , from 
honor

 ‘honor.’





honorable discharge






noun




discharge from military service with a favorable record




•
 
he recently received an honorable discharge from the Air Force.




















honorable mention

 
/ˈänər(ə)bəl ˈänrəbəl ˈmen(t)SHən/






noun




a commendation given to a candidate in an examination or competition who is not awarded a prize.













honorand

 
/ˈänərənd, -ˌrand/





I.
 
noun




a person to be publicly honored, especially with an honorary degree.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
honorandus

 ‘to be honored,’ gerundive of 
honorare

 ‘to honor,’ from 
honor

 ‘honor.’





honorarium

 
/ˌänəˈrerēəm/





I.
 
noun




a payment given for professional services that are rendered nominally without charge.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, denoting a gift made on being admitted to public office, from 
honorarius

 (see honorary
 ).






honorary

 
/ˈänəˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conferred as an honor, without the usual requirements or functions




•
 
an honorary doctorate.










2.
 
(of a person) holding an honorary title or position




•
 
an honorary member of the club.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 (of an office or its holder) unpaid




•
 
Honorary Secretary of the Association.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
honorarius

 , from 
honor

 ‘honor.’





honor-bound






adjective

 — [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
morally obliged to do something




•
 
the state is honor-bound to listen and act




•
 
I feel honor-bound to pay this money.



















honoree

 
/ˌänəˈrē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who receives an honor.














honor guard






another term for guard of honor
 .









honorific

 
/ˌänəˈrifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an office or position) given as a mark of respect, but having few or no duties.




2.
 
denoting a form of address showing high status, politeness, or respect




•
 
an honorific title for addressing women.














II.
 
noun




a title or word implying or expressing high status, politeness, or respect




•
 
he will be able to put the honorific after his name: 
licenciado

 , “college graduate.”














III.
 
derivatives





honorifically

 
/ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
honorificus

 , from 
honor

 ‘honor.’





honoris causa

 
/äˈnôris ˈkôzə, ˈkousə/





I.
 
adverb




(especially of a degree awarded without examination) as a mark of esteem




•
 
the artist has been awarded the degree honoris causa.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘for honor's sake.’





honor killing






noun




in certain cultures, the killing of a relative, especially a girl or woman, who is perceived to have brought dishonor on the family.













honor point






noun






[Heraldry]

 the point halfway between the top of a shield and the fess point.













honors course

 


‹Brit.›

 honours course






noun



1.
 
(in the US) an academic course reserved for students meeting certain advanced requirements




•
 
the junior improved his GPA from 1.5 to 3.3 and now takes honors courses.










2.
 
(in the UK) a course of degree studies more specialized than for an ordinary degree




•
 
a BA Honors course in Art and Design.



















honors list

 
/ˈänərz list/






noun




a publicly issued list of people and the distinctions they are to be awarded, especially (in the UK) a list of awards and titles conferred by the sovereign at certain times of the year




•
 
she had made the honors list in her class




•
 
the New Year's Honors List.



















honor society

 
//






noun




an organization for high-school or college students of high academic achievement.













honors of war






plural noun




privileges granted to a capitulating force, for example, that of marching out with colors flying.













honor system






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of payment or examination that relies solely on the honesty of those concerned.













Honshu

 
/ˈhänSHo͞o/






the largest of the four main islands of Japan; pop. 103,000,000 (est. 2005).









hooch1


 
/ho͞oCH /

 
hootch





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 alcoholic liquor, especially inferior or illicit whiskey.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
Hoochinoo

 , the name of an Alaskan Indian people who made liquor.





hooch2


 
/ho͞oCH/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a shelter or improvised dwelling.











– origin

 1950s (originally military slang): perhaps from Japanese 
uchi

 ‘dwelling.’





Hooch, Pieter de






see de Hooch, Pieter
 .









hoochie

 
/ˈho͞oCHē /

 
hootchie





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a young woman who has many casual sexual partners or who dresses or behaves in a sexually provocative way




•
 
I'm not going to become a hoochie or anything, but I don't know if I'm going to wait for a ring on my finger




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
hoochie outfits.

















– origin

 1980s: origin uncertain.






hood1


 
/ho͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covering for the head and neck with an opening for the face, typically forming part of a coat or sweatshirt.




2.
 
a separate garment similar to a hood, worn over a college gown or a surplice to indicate the wearer's degree.




3.
 


[Falconry]

 a leather covering for a hawk's head.




4.
 
a thing resembling a hood in shape or use, in particular




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a metal part covering the engine of an automobile.




6.
 
a canopy to protect users of machinery or to remove fumes from it.




7.
 
a hoodlike structure or marking on the head or neck of an animal.




8.
 
the upper part of the flower of a plant such as a dead-nettle.




9.
 


(Brit.)

 a folding waterproof cover of an automobile, baby carriage, etc.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a hood on or over.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hoodless






adjective













2.
 
hoodlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hōd

 ; related to Dutch 
hoed

 , German 
Hut

 ‘hat,’ also to hat
 .





hood2


 
/ho͝od/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gangster or similar violent criminal.











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of hoodlum
 .





hood3


 
/ho͝od /

 
'hood





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a neighborhood, especially one's own neighborhood




•
 
I've lived in the hood for 15 years.

















– origin

 1970s: shortening of neighborhood
 .






-hood





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a condition or quality




•
 
falsehood




•
 
womanhood.










3.
 
denoting a collection or group




•
 
brotherhood.

















– origin

 Old English 
-hād

 , originally an independent noun meaning ‘person, condition, quality.’





Hood, Mount

 
/ho͝od/






a peak in the Cascade Range in northwest Oregon, east of Portland, 11,239 feet (3,426 m), the highest point in the state.









hooded

 
/ˈho͝odəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an article of clothing) having a hood




•
 
a hooded cape in violet silk.










2.
 
(of a person) wearing a hood




•
 
a hooded figure.










3.
 
(of eyes) having thick, drooping upper eyelids resembling hoods




•
 
a dark man with hooded eyes.




















hooded crow

 
/ˈho͝odəd krō/






noun




a bird of the northern and eastern European race of the carrion crow, having a gray body with a black head, wings, and tail.

[
Corvus corone cornix

 , family 
Corvidae

 .]













hooded seal

 
/ˈho͝odəd sē(ə)l/






noun




a seal with a gray and white blotched coat, found in the Arctic waters of the North Atlantic. The male has a nasal sac that is inflated into a hood during display.

[
Cystophora cristata

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]













hoodia

 
/ˈho͝odēə/





I.
 
noun




a southern African cactus from which a compound that acts as an appetite suppressant is derived.

[Genus 
Hoodia

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 ; about 20 species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), from 
Hood

 , the name of an English plant grower.





hoodie

 
/ˈho͝odē /

 
hoody





I.
 
noun




a hooded sweatshirt or jacket




•
 
outerwear is either a denim jacket or a hoodie.

















– origin

 from 
hood

 + 
-ie

 or 
-y

 .






hoodlum

 
/ˈho͞odləm ˈho͝odləm/





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in crime and violence; a hooligan or gangster.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





hood mold

 
hood molding






noun






[Architecture]

 another term for dripstone
 (
sense

 1).













hoodoo

 
/ˈho͞oˌdo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
voodoo; witchcraft.




2.
 
a run of bad luck associated with a person or activity




•
 
when is this hoodoo going to end?










3.
 
a person or thing that brings or causes bad luck.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a column or pinnacle of weathered rock




•
 
a towering sandstone hoodoo.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bewitch




•
 
she's hoodooed you.










2.
 
bring bad luck to




•
 
a fine player, but repeatedly hoodooed.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): apparently an alteration of voodoo
 . It originally denoted a person who practiced voodoo, hence a hidden cause of bad luck (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun). 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun is apparently due to the resemblance of the rock column to a strange human form, often topped by an overhanging “hat” of harder rock.





hoodwink

 
/ˈho͝odˌwiNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive or trick (someone)




•
 
an attempt to hoodwink the public.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘to blindfold’): from the noun hood
 1
 + an obsolete sense of wink
 ‘close the eyes.’





hooey

 
/ˈho͞oē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 nonsense




•
 
your interest is just a lot of hooey and I know it.

















– origin

 1920s (originally US): of unknown origin.






hoof

 
/ho͝of ho͞of/





I.
 
noun




the horny part of the foot of an ungulate animal, especially a horse




•
 
there was a clatter of hoofs as a rider came up to them.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
hoof it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 go on foot




•
 
it was awfully hot, but we hoofed it all the way back.










2.
 


‹informal›

 dance




•
 
we hoof it reasonably fancily, and no one guffaws.














III.
 
phrases





on the hoof





a.
 
(of livestock) not yet slaughtered.




b.
 


‹informal›

 without great thought or preparation




•
 
policy was made on the hoof.


















IV.
 
derivatives





hoofed

 
/ho͝oft ho͞oft /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hōf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoef

 and German 
Huf

 .





hoof-and-mouth disease






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a contagious viral disease of cattle and sheep, causing ulceration of the hoofs and around the mouth; foot-and-mouth disease




•
 
hoof-and-mouth disease is not necessarily fatal to cattle.



















hoofer

 
/ˈho͝ofər ˈho͞ofər/






noun






‹informal›

 a professional dancer.













Hooghly

 
/ˈho͞oɡlē /

 
Hugli






the most western of the rivers in the Ganges delta, in West Bengal, India. It flows for 120 miles (192 km) into the Bay of Bengal and is navigable to Kolkata (Calcutta).









hoo-ha

 
/ˈho͞ohä/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a commotion; a fuss




•
 
the book was causing such a hoo-ha.

















– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.






hook

 
/ho͝ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of metal or other material, curved or bent back at an angle, for catching hold of or hanging things on




•
 
a picture hook.










2.
 
(also 
fishhook

 )
 — a bent piece of metal, typically barbed and baited, for catching fish.




3.
 
a thing designed to catch people's attention




•
 
companies are looking for a sales hook.










4.
 
a chorus or repeated instrumental passage in a piece of popular music that gives it immediate appeal and makes it easy to remember.




5.
 
a curved cutting instrument, especially as used for reaping or shearing.




6.
 
a short swinging punch made with the elbow bent, especially in boxing




•
 
a perfectly timed right hook to the chin.










7.
 


[Golf]

 a stroke that makes the ball deviate in flight in the direction of the follow-through (from right to left for a right-handed player), typically inadvertently.

Compare with slice
 .




8.
 
a curved stroke in handwriting, especially as made in learning to write.




9.
 


[Music]

 an added stroke transverse to the stem in the symbol for an eighth note or other note.




10.
 
[usu. in 
place names

 ]
 — a curved promontory or sand spit.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attach or fasten with a hook or hooks




•
 
the truck had a red lamp hooked to its tailgate




•
 
she tried to 
hook up

 her bra




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a ladder that hooks over the roof ridge.










2.
 
bend or be bent into the shape of a hook so as to fasten around or to an object


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he hooked his thumbs in his belt




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her legs hooked around mine.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — catch with a hook




•
 
he hooked a 24-lb pike.










4.
 


‹informal›

 captivate




•
 
I was hooked by John's radical zeal.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 steal.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Golf]

 strike (the ball) or play (a stroke) so that the ball deviates in the direction of the follow-through, typically inadvertently.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Boxing]

 punch one's opponent with the elbow bent.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Rugby]

 push (the ball) backward with the foot from the front line in a scrum.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
hooking

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a woman) work as a prostitute.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by hook or by crook






by any possible means




•
 
the government intends, by hook or by crook, to hold on to the land.















2.
 
get one's hooks into








‹informal›

 get hold of




•
 
they were going to move out rather than let Mel get his hooks into them.















3.
 
get (or give someone) the hook








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be dismissed (or dismiss someone) from a job.









4.
 
hook, line, and sinker






used to emphasize that someone has been completely deceived or tricked




•
 
he fell hook, line, and sinker for this year's April Fool joke.







[with allusion to the taking of bait by a fish.]









5.
 
off the hook





a.
 


‹informal›

 no longer in difficulty or trouble




•
 
I lied to get him off the hook.










b.
 
(of a telephone receiver) not on its rest, and so preventing incoming calls.









6.
 
on the hook for








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (in a financial context) responsible for




•
 
he's on the hook for about $9.5 million.















7.
 
on one's own hook








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 on one's own account; by oneself.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





hook up





a.
 
(also 
hook someone/something up

 )
 — link or be linked to electronic equipment




•
 
he was hooked up to an electrocardiograph.










b.
 


‹informal›

 (of two people) meet or form a relationship




•
 
she decides to hook up with Jake, a kid from the nearby boys' school.










c.
 
engage in or form a casual sexual relationship




•
 
hooking up with total strangers can be very dangerous.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hookless






adjective













2.
 
hooklet

 
/-lit /






noun













3.
 
hooklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hōc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoek

 ‘corner, angle, projecting piece of land,’ also to German 
Haken

 ‘hook.’





hookah

 
/ˈho͝okə/





I.
 
noun




an oriental tobacco pipe with a long, flexible tube that draws the smoke through water contained in a bowl.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Urdu, from Arabic 
ḥuḳḳa

 ‘casket, jar.’






hook and eye






noun




a small metal hook and loop used together as a fastener on a garment.













hook-and-ladder truck






noun




a fire engine that carries extension ladders and other firefighting and rescue equipment.













Hooke, Robert

 
/ho͝ok/






(1635–1703), English scientist. He formulated the law of elasticity (Hooke's law), proposed an undulating theory of light, introduced the term 
cell

 to biology, postulated elliptical orbits for the earth and moon, and proposed the inverse square law of gravitational attraction.









hooked

 
/ho͝okt/






adjective



1.
 
having a hook or hooks




•
 
a hooked gold earring.










2.
 
curved like a hook




•
 
a golden eagle with hooked beak.










3.
 


‹informal›

 captivated; absorbed




•
 
he was 
hooked on

 a video game.










4.
 
addicted




•
 
a girl who got 
hooked on

 cocaine.










5.
 
(of a rug or mat) made by pulling yarn through canvas with a hook.













hooker1


 
/ˈho͝okər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a prostitute.




2.
 


[Rugby]

 the player in the middle of the front row of the scrum, who tries to hook the ball.













hooker2


 
/ˈho͝okər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a one-masted sailboat of a kind used especially in Ireland for fishing.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹informal›

 an old boat.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
hoeker

 , from 
hoek

 ‘hook’ (used earlier in 
hoekboot

 , denoting a two-masted Dutch fishing vessel).





hooker3


 
/ˈho͝okər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a glass or drink of undiluted brandy, whiskey, or other liquor.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Hooker, Sir Joseph Dalton

 
/ˈho͝okər/






(1817–1911), English botanist and pioneer in phytogeography. He applied Darwin's theories to plants and, with 
George Bentham

 (1800–84), he produced a work on classification, 
Genera Plantarum

 (1862–83).









Hooker, Thomas






(
c.

 1586–1647), American clergyman; born in England. A founding settler of Hartford, Connecticut, in 1636, he helped to write the 
Fundamental Orders

 (1639), which was Connecticut's original constitution.









Hooke's law

 
/ˈho͝oks ˌlô /

 

‹Physics›







a law stating that the strain in a solid is proportional to the applied stress within the elastic limit of that solid.









hook-nosed

 
/ˈho͝okˌnōzd/






adjective




having a prominent aquiline nose.













hook-shaped






adjective




curved like a hook




•
 
a hook-shaped claw.



















hook shot






noun






[Basketball]

 a one-handed shot in which a player extends one arm out to the side and over the head toward the basket.













hooktip

 
/ˈho͝oktip/






noun




a slender moth that has hooked tips to the forewings. The caterpillar tapers to a point at the rear and rests with both ends raised.

[Family 
Drepanidae

 : 
Drepana

 and other genera.]













hookup

 
/ˈho͝okˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a connection to a public electric, water, or sewer line, or to a similar service




•
 
the campground has 70 sites with water and sewer hookups.










2.
 
an interconnection of broadcasting equipment for special transmissions




•
 
he reached a global audience on the satellite hookup.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an instance of people meeting, communicating, or cooperating




•
 
he had an hour-long phone hookup with his six Senate colleagues.










4.
 
a casual sexual encounter




•
 
he was tired of meaningless hookups.










5.
 
a person with whom someone has a casual sexual encounter




•
 
she's hurt that her hookup didn't even bother to stick around long enough to say good morning.



















hookworm

 
/ˈho͝okˌwərm/






noun



1.
 
a parasitic nematode worm that inhabits the intestines of humans and other animals. It has hooklike mouthparts with which it attaches itself to the wall of the gut, puncturing the blood vessels and feeding on the blood.

[
Ancylostoma

 , 
Uncinaria

 , 
Necator

 , and other genera, class 
Phasmida

 , including 
N. americanus

 , which infects millions of people in the tropics.]




2.
 
a disease caused by an infestation of hookworms, often resulting in severe anemia.














hooky1


 
/ˈho͝okē /

 
hookey





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
play hooky

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 stay away from school or work without permission or explanation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





hooky2


 
/ˈho͝okē/






adjective




(of a tune or a component of a tune) having immediate appeal and easy to remember




•
 
a hooky bass line.



















hooligan

 
/ˈho͞oləɡən/





I.
 
noun




a violent young troublemaker, typically one of a gang.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from 
Hooligan

 , the surname of a fictional rowdy Irish family in a music-hall song of the 1890s, also of a character in a cartoon.





hooliganism

 
/ˈho͞oləɡəˌnizəm/






noun




violent or rowdy behavior by young troublemakers, typically in a gang




•
 
an act of mindless hooliganism




•
 
the problems of soccer hooliganism.



















hoolock

 
/ˈho͞oläk /

 
hoolock gibbon





I.
 
noun




a gibbon with white eyebrows, the male of which has black fur and the female golden, found from northeastern India to Burma (Myanmar).

[
Hylobates hoolock

 , family 
Hylobatidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from Bengali and imitative of the animal's cry.






hoop

 
/ho͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular band of metal, wood, or similar material, especially one used for binding the staves of barrels or forming part of a framework.




2.
 
(also 
hoop earring

 )
 — an earring in the form of a circular band of metal or other material




•
 
a pair of plain gold hoops.










3.
 
the round metal rim from which a basketball net is suspended.




4.
 
(
hoops

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the game of basketball.




5.
 
(in the past) a toy in the form of a large circular band of wood, rolled along the ground with a stick.




6.
 
short for hula hoop
 .




•
 
spin the hoop around your waist or around your hips.










7.
 
a large ring for circus performers to jump through.




8.
 


‹historical›

 a circle of flexible material used for expanding a woman's petticoat or skirt.




9.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a croquet wicket.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bind or encircle with or as with hoops.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
jump through hoops






perform a difficult and grueling series of tests at someone else's request or command




•
 
we had to jump through all sorts of hoops to win accreditation.















2.
 
shoot hoops






play basketball.












IV.
 
derivatives





hooped






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
hōp

 ; related to Dutch 
hoep

 .





hooper

 
/ˈho͞opər/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for cooper
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from hoop
 .





hoophead

 
/ˈho͞ophed/






noun






‹informal›

 a basketball player or devoted fan.













hoop iron






noun




flattened iron in long thin strips used for binding together the staves of casks or tubs.













hoopla

 
/ˈho͞oˌplä ˈho͝opˌlä/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 excitement surrounding an event or situation, especially when considered to be unnecessary fuss




•
 
the hoopla and ceremony of international competition.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a game in which rings are thrown from behind a line in an attempt to encircle one of several prizes.













hoopoe

 
/ˈho͞oˌpō ˈho͞oˌpo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a salmon-pink Eurasian bird with a long down-curved bill, a large erectile crest, and black and white wings and tail.

[
Upupa epops

 , the only member of the family 
Upupidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
hoop

 , from Old French 
huppe

 , from Latin 
upupa

 , imitative of the bird's call.





hoop petticoat






noun






‹historical›

 a petticoat expanded with hoops of flexible material.













hoop skirt






noun






‹historical›

 a skirt worn over a series of hoops that make it spread out.













hoopster

 
/ˈho͞opstər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a basketball player.













hooptie

 
/ˈho͞optē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a car, especially an old or dilapidated one.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





hooray

 
/həˈrā/






exclamation




another term for hurrah
 .













hoosegow

 
/ˈho͞osɡou/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a prison.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: via Latin American Spanish from Spanish 
juzgado

 ‘tribunal,’ from Latin 
judicatum

 ‘something judged,’ neuter past participle of 
judicare

 .





Hoosier

 
/ˈho͞oZHər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a native or inhabitant of Indiana.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Hoosier State






a nickname for the state of Indiana
 .










hoot

 
/ho͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep or medium-pitched musical sound, often wavering or interrupted, that is the typical call of many kinds of owl.




2.
 
a raucous sound made by a horn, siren, or steam whistle.




3.
 
a shout expressing scorn or disapproval




•
 
there were 
hoots of

 derision.










4.
 
a short outburst of laughter




•
 
the audience broke into hoots of laughter.










5.
 
(
a hoot

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an amusing situation or person




•
 
your mom's a real hoot.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an owl) utter a hoot.




2.
 
(of a person) make loud sounds of scorn, disapproval, or merriment




•
 
she began to hoot with laughter.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
hoot something down

 )
 — express loud scornful disapproval of something




•
 
his questions were hooted down or answered obscenely.










4.
 
(with reference to a horn, siren, etc.) make or cause to make a hoot.








III.
 
phrases





not care (or give) a hoot (or two hoots)








‹informal›

 not care at all.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make sounds of derision’): perhaps imitative.





hootenanny

 
/ˈho͞otnˌanē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an informal gathering with folk music and sometimes dancing.











– origin

 1920s (originally US, denoting a gadget or ‘thingamajig’): of unknown origin.





hooter

 
/ˈho͞odər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's nose.




2.
 
(
hooters

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's breasts.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a siren or steam whistle, especially one used as a signal for work to begin or cease.




4.
 
the horn of a motor vehicle.













Hoover

 
/ˈho͞ovər/






a city in north central Alabama, south of Birmingham; pop. 71,020 (est. 2008).










Hoover, Herbert






(1874–1964), 31st president of the US 1929–33; full name 
Herbert Clark Hoover

 . After serving as secretary of commerce 1921–29 under Presidents Harding and Coolidge, he was elected to the presidency on the Republican ballot. As president, he was faced with the long-term problems of the Depression. Unable to keep his campaign promise of prosperity and to improve his poor record in international affairs, he was defeated by Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932.









Hoover, J. Edgar






(1895–1972), US government official; director of the FBI 1924–72; full name 
John Edgar Hoover

 . He reorganized the FBI into an efficient, scientific law-enforcement agency, but came under criticism for the organization's role during the McCarthy era and for its reactionary political stance in the 1960s.









Hoover, William






(1849–1932), US industrialist; manufacturer of vacuum cleaners; full name 
William Henry Hoover

 .









Hooverville

 
/ˈho͞ovərˌvil/





I.
 
noun




a shantytown built by unemployed and destitute people during the Depression of the early 1930s.











– origin

 named after H.C. Hoover (see Hoover, Herbert
 ), during whose presidency such accommodations were built (see also -ville
 ).





hooves

 
/ho͞ovz ho͝ovz/






plural form of hoof
 .










hop1


 
/häp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) move by jumping on one foot.




2.
 
(of a bird or other animal) move by jumping with two or all feet at once




•
 
a blackbird was hopping around in the sun.










3.
 
spring or leap a short distance with one jump




•
 
he hopped down from the rock.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jump over (something)




•
 
the cow hopped the fence.










5.
 


‹informal›

 pass quickly from one place to another




•
 
let's hop over to the bar.










6.
 
make a quick change of position, location, or activity




•
 
over the years he hopped from one department to another.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 board (a bus, airplane, or other mode of transportation)




•
 
she hopped a train in Winnipeg.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 jump onto (a moving vehicle)




•
 
ex-soldiers looking for work hopped freight trains heading west.










9.
 
[usu. as 
noun

 in 
combination

 ] (
-hopping

 )
 — (of an aircraft or ferry) pass quickly from one place to another




•
 
two-week island-hopping packages.










10.
 
(
hop it

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 go away quickly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hopping movement.




2.
 
a short journey or distance




•
 
a short hop by cab from Soho.










3.
 
an informal dance.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hop, skip, and (a) jump





a.
 
old-fashioned term for triple jump
 .




b.
 


‹informal›

 a short distance




•
 
it's just a hop, skip, and a jump from my hometown.















2.
 
hop the twig (or stick)








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 depart suddenly or die.









3.
 
hop to it






begin a task quickly; get busy




•
 
I shall have the experience of snapping my fingers and having people hop to it.















4.
 
on the hop

 

‹Brit. informal›






a.
 
unprepared




•
 
he was 
caught on the hop

 .










b.
 
bustling around; busy




•
 
we were always kept on the hop.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





hop in (or out)








‹informal›

 get into (or out of) a car




•
 
hop in then and we'll be off.





















– origin

 Old English 
hoppian

 , of Germanic origin; related to German dialect 
hopfen

 and German 
hopsen

 .






hop2


 
/häp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a twining climbing plant native to north temperate regions, cultivated for the conelike flowers borne by the female plant, which are used in brewing beer.

[
Humulus lupulus

 , family 
Cannabaceae

 (or 
Cannabidaceae

 ).]




2.
 
(
hops

 )
 — the dried conelike flowers of the hop plant, used in brewing to give a bitter flavor and as a mild sterilant.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — flavor with hops




•
 
a strong dark beer, heavily hopped.










2.
 
(
be hopped up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be stimulated or intoxicated by or as if by a psychoactive drug.








III.
 
derivatives





hoppy






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
hoppe

 (in the sense ‘ripened hop cones for flavoring malt liquor’), from Middle Low German or Middle Dutch.






hope

 
/hōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing to happen




•
 
he looked through her belongings in the hope of coming across some information




•
 
I had high hopes of making the Olympic team.










2.
 
a person or thing that may help or save someone




•
 
their only hope is surgery.










3.
 
grounds for believing that something good may happen




•
 
he does see some hope for the future.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a feeling of trust.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
want something to happen or be the case




•
 
he's 
hoping for

 an offer of compensation




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I hope that the kids are OK.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — intend if possible to do something




•
 
we're hoping to address all these issues.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hope against hope






cling to a mere possibility




•
 
they were hoping against hope that he would find a way out.















2.
 
hope for the best






hope for a favorable outcome.









3.
 
hope springs eternal (in the human breast)








‹proverb›

 it is human nature to always find fresh cause for optimism.









4.
 
in hopes of






with the aim of




•
 
I lay on a towel in the park in hopes of getting a tan.















5.
 
in hopes that






hoping that




•
 
they are screaming in hopes that a police launch will pick us up.















6.
 
not a hope (in hell)








‹informal›

 no chance at all




•
 
this team doesn't have a hope in hell of making the playoffs.


















IV.
 
derivatives





hoper






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
hopa

 (noun), 
hopian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoop

 (noun), 
hopen

 (verb), and German 
hoffen

 (verb).





Hope, Bob

 
/hōp/






(1903–2003), US comedian; born in Britain; born 
Leslie Townes Hope

 . He often portrayed a cowardly incompetent, cheerfully failing to become a romantic hero, as in the series of 
Road

 movies (1940–62), in which he starred with Bing Crosby and 
Dorothy Lamour

 (1914–96). He is also noted for his annual Christmas television specials 1953–94, many of which telecast the USO shows that he brought to US troops stationed around the world.









hope chest

 
/ˈhōp ˌCHest/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a chest containing household linen and clothing stored by a woman in preparation for her marriage.













hopeful

 
/ˈhōpfəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or inspiring optimism about a future event




•
 
a hopeful sign




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he remained hopeful that something could be worked out.














II.
 
noun




a person likely or hoping to succeed




•
 
a leading gubernatorial hopeful.














III.
 
derivatives





hopefulness

 
/ˈhōpfəlnəs /






noun





















hopefully

 
/ˈhōpfəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a hopeful manner




•
 
he rode on hopefully.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — it is to be hoped that




•
 
hopefully, it should be finished by next year.

















usage:

 The traditional sense of 
hopefully

 , ‘in a hopeful manner,’ has been used since the 17th century. In the second half of the 20th century a new use as a sentence adverb became established, meaning ‘it is to be hoped that,’ as in 
hopefully

 , we'll see you tomorrow. This second use is now much more common than the first use, but it is still believed by some people to be incorrect. Why should this be? People do not criticize other sentence adverbs, e.g. 
sadly

 (as in 
sadly

 , her father died last year) or 
fortunately

 (as in 
fortunately

 , he recovered). Part of the reason is that 
hopefully

 is a rather odd sentence adverb: while many others, such as 
sadly

 , 
regrettably

 , and 
clearly

 , may be paraphrased as ‘it is sad/regrettable/clear that …’, this is not possible with 
hopefully

 . Nevertheless, it is clear that use of 
hopefully

 has become a shibboleth of ‘correctness’ in the language—even if the arguments on which this is based are not particularly strong—and it is wise to be aware of this in formal contexts. See also usage at sentence adverb
 and thankfully
 .





Hopeh

 
/ˌhōˈpā/






variant of Hebei
 .









hopeless

 
/ˈhōpləs/






adjective



1.
 
feeling or causing despair about something




•
 
his situation was obviously hopeless




•
 
Jessica looked at him in mute hopeless appeal.










2.
 
inadequate; incompetent




•
 
I'm 
hopeless at

 names.



















hopelessly

 
/ˈhōpləslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows or causes despair




•
 
she sighed hopelessly.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — used to emphasize that a situation is beyond hope of improvement; irredeemably




•
 
before long, he was hopelessly lost.




•
 
she is hopelessly in love with him.



















hopelessness

 
/ˈhōpləsnəs/






noun




a feeling or state of despair; lack of hope




•
 
his face bears the expression of utter hopelessness




•
 
I was overcome by the hopelessness of the situation.



















hophead

 
/ˈhäpˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a drug addict.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hop
 2
 + head
 .





hop hornbeam






noun




see hornbeam
 .













Hopi

 
/ˈhōpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Pueblo Indian people living chiefly in northeastern Arizona.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Hopi.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hopi or their language.











– origin

 the name in Hopi.





Hopkins, Gerard Manley






(1844–89), English poet. A shipwreck inspired him to write 
“The Wreck of the Deutschland,” which

 makes use of his “sprung rhythm” technique.









Hopkins, Mark






(1802–87), US philosopher and educator. He taught moral philosophy 1830–87 at Williams College and was that institution's president 1836–72. He also served as president of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 1857–87.









Hopkins, Sir Anthony

 
/ˈhäpkənz/






(1937–), Welsh actor, a US citizen from 2000; full name 
Philip Anthony Hopkins

 . Notable movies: 
The Elephant Man

 (1980), 
The Silence of the Lambs

 (1991), 
The Remains of the Day

 (1993), and 
Hannibal

 (2001).









Hopkins, Sir Frederick Gowland






(1861–1947), English biochemist. He carried out pioneering work on “accessory food factors” essential to the diet, later called vitamins. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1929), shared with Christiaan Eijkman.









Hopkinson, Francis

 
/ˈhäpkənsən/






(1737–91), US public official, musician, and writer. He was a signer of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and helped to design the first US flag in 1777. A harpsichordist, he is considered the first native-born American composer of classical music.









Hopkinsville

 
/ˈhäpkinzˌvil/






a city in southwestern Kentucky, southwest of Bowling Green; pop. 32,076 (est. 2008).









hoplite

 
/ˈhäplīt/





I.
 
noun




a heavily armed foot soldier of ancient Greece.











– origin

 from Greek 
hoplitēs

 , from 
hoplon

 ‘weapon.’





hopper

 
/ˈhäpər/






noun



1.
 
a container for a bulk material such as grain, rock, or trash, typically one that tapers downward and is able to discharge its contents at the bottom.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a tapering container, working with a hopping motion, through which grain passed into a mill.




3.
 
(in full 
hopper car

 )
 — a railroad car able to discharge coal or other bulk material through its floor.




4.
 
a barge for carrying away mud or sediment from a dredging machine and discharging it.




5.
 
(also 
hopper head

 )
 — a container at the top of a vertical pipe that receives water from a gutter or waste pipe.




6.
 


(US)

 a box in which bills are put for consideration by a legislature.




7.
 
a person or thing that hops.




8.
 
a hopping insect, especially a grasshopper.













Hopper, Edward

 
/ˈhäpər/






(1882–1967), US realist painter. He is best known for his mature works, such as 
Early Sunday Morning

 (1930) and 
Nighthawks

 (1942), often depicting isolated figures in bleak scenes from everyday urban life.









Hopper, Grace Murray






(1906–92), US admiral, mathematician, and computer scientist. She taught mathematics at Vassar College 1931–44 before serving in the US Navy 1943–86, where she became the highest ranked female officer. From 1959 until 1971, she worked as a computer programmer for the Sperry Rand Corporation.









hopping

 
/ˈhäpiNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 very active or lively




•
 
the delis do a hopping lunch business.














II.
 
phrases





hopping mad








‹informal›

 extremely angry.

















hopping john






noun




(in the southern US and Caribbean) a stew of rice with black-eyed peas, often also containing bacon and red peppers.














hopple

 
/ˈhäpəl/





I.
 
verb, noun






[Riding]

 another term for hobble
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably of Low German origin and related to early Flemish 
hoppelen

 and Middle Dutch 
hobelen

 ‘jump, dance’; compare with hobble
 .





hopsack

 
/ˈhäpˌsak/






noun



1.
 
a coarse fabric of a loose plain weave, used for clothing.




2.
 
a coarse hemp sack used for hops.













hopscotch

 
/ˈhäpˌskäCH/





I.
 
noun




a children's game in which each child by turn hops into and over squares marked on the ground to retrieve a marker thrown into one of these squares.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 skip from place to place; move erratically




•
 
the blackouts hopscotched around eight Western states




•
 
he hopscotched from Indonesia to Hong Kong to Australia to Japan.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from hop
 1
 + scotch
 1
 .





hoptree

 
/ˈhäptrē /

 
hop tree






noun




a North American shrub or small tree of the rue family, with bitter fruit that was formerly used in brewing as a substitute for hops.

[
Ptelea trifoliata

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]













hor.






abbreviation



1.
 
horizon.




2.
 
horizontal.




3.
 
horology.













hora

 
/ˈhôrə, ˈhōrə /

 
horah





I.
 
noun




a Romanian or Israeli dance in which the performers form a ring.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Romanian 
horă

 , Hebrew 
hōrāh

 .





Horace

 
/ˈhôrəs/






(65–8 
BC

 ), Roman poet of the Augustan period; full name 
Quintus Horatius Flaccus

 . A well-known satirist and literary critic, he is noted for his 
Odes

 . Other works include 
Satires

 and 
Ars Poetica

 .









horal

 
/ˈhôrəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to an hour or hours; hourly.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin 
horalis

 , from Latin 
hora

 ‘hour.’





horary

 
/ˈhôrərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 of or relating to hours as measurements of time.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 occurring every hour




•
 
I took horary observations of the barometer.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
[Astrology]

 relating to or denoting a branch of astrology in which answers are given to questions using a chart drawn up for the time a question is posed.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
horarius

 , from Latin 
hora

 ‘hour.’





Horatian

 
/həˈrāSHən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Roman poet Horace or his work.




2.
 
(of an ode) of several stanzas, each of the same metrical pattern.













horchata

 
/ôrˈCHädə/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Latin American countries) a milky drink made from ground almonds, tiger nuts, or rice.











– origin

 Spanish.






horde

 
/hôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a large group of people




•
 
he was surrounded by 
a horde of

 tormenting relatives.










2.
 
an army or tribe of nomadic warriors




•
 
Tartar hordes.










3.
 


[Anthropology]

 a loosely knit small social group typically consisting of about five families.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a tribe or troop of Tartar or other nomads): from Polish 
horda

 , from Turkish 
ordu

 ‘(royal) camp.’ / 
usage:

 The words 
hoard

 and 
horde

 are quite distinct; see usage at hoard
 .





horehound

 
/ˈhôrˌhound /

 
hoarhound





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong-smelling hairy plant of the mint family, with a tradition of use in medicine.

[Two species in the family 
Labiatae

 : 
white horehound

 (
Marrubium vulgare

 ), a widely distributed plant traditionally used as a medicinal herb, and 
black horehound

 (
Ballota nigra

 ), a Eurasian plant that has become naturalized in North America and was formerly reputed to cure the bite of a mad dog.]




2.
 
the bitter aromatic juice of white horehound, used especially in the treatment of coughs and colds.











– origin

 Old English 
hāre hūne

 , from 
hār

 (see hoar
 ) + 
hūne

 , the name of the white horehound, also applied to related plants.





Horgan, Paul

 
/ˈhôrɡən/






(1903–95), US writer; full name 
Paul George Vincent O'Shaughnessy Horgan

 . His works, mostly about the southwestern US, include 
Great River

 (1954) and 
Lamy of Santa Fe

 (1975).










horizon

 
/həˈrīzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the line at which the earth's surface and the sky appear to meet




•
 
the sun rose above the horizon.










2.
 
(also 
apparent

 or 
visible horizon

 )
 — the circular boundary of the part of the earth's surface visible from a particular point, ignoring irregularities and obstructions.




3.
 
(also 
celestial horizon

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 a great circle of the celestial sphere, the plane of which passes through the center of the earth and is parallel to that of the apparent horizon of a place.




4.
 
(often 
horizons

 )
 — the limit of a person's mental perception, experience, or interest




•
 
she wanted to leave home and broaden her horizons.










5.
 


[Geology]

 a layer of soil or rock, or a set of strata, with particular characteristics.




6.
 


[Archaeology]

 a level of an excavated site representing a particular period.








II.
 
phrases





on the horizon






just imminent or becoming apparent




•
 
trouble could be on the horizon.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
horizon

 , from Greek 
horizōn (kuklos

 ) ‘limiting (circle).’





horizontal

 
/ˌhôrəˈzän(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
parallel to the plane of the horizon; at right angles to the vertical




•
 
a horizontal line.










2.
 
(of machinery) having its parts working in a horizontal direction




•
 
a horizontal steam engine.










3.
 
merging companies that are engaged in the same stage or type of production




•
 
a horizontal merger.










4.
 
involving social groups of equal status




•
 
horizontal class loyalties.










5.
 
of or at the horizon




•
 
the horizontal moon.














II.
 
noun




a horizontal line, plane, etc.








III.
 
derivatives





horizontality

 
/-ˌzänˈtalitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective): from French, or from modern Latin 
horizontalis

 , from late Latin 
horizon

 , 
horizont-

 (see horizon
 ).





horizontally

 
/ˌhôrəˈzän(t)əlē/






adverb




in a horizontal position or direction




•
 
labels are placed horizontally on the cases.




















horizontal stabilizer






noun




a horizontal airfoil at the tail of an aircraft.













Horkheimer, Max

 
/ˈhôrkˌhīmər/






(1895–1973), German philosopher and sociologist; a leading figure of the Frankfurt School.










Horlivka

 
/ˈhôrləfkə/






an industrial city in southeastern Ukraine, in the Donets Basin; pop. 266,300 (est. 2009).

Russian name Gorlovka
 .










hormone

 
/ˈhôrˌmōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 a regulatory substance produced in an organism and transported in tissue fluids such as blood or sap to stimulate specific cells or tissues into action.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 a synthetic substance with an effect similar to that of an animal or plant hormone.




3.
 
(
hormones

 )
 — 

[Physiology]

 a person's sex hormones as held to influence behavior or mood.








II.
 
derivatives





hormonal

 
/hôrˈmōnl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
hormōn

 , present participle of 
horman

 ‘impel, set in motion.’





hormone replacement therapy

 
HRT






noun




treatment with estrogens with the aim of alleviating menopausal symptoms or osteoporosis.













Hormuz

 
/hôrˈmo͞oz, ˈhôrˌməz /

 
Ormuz






an Iranian island at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, in the Strait of Hormuz. It is the site of an ancient city that was an important center of commerce in the Middle Ages.









Hormuz, Strait of






a strait that links the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and that leads to the Arabian Sea and separates Iran from the Arabian peninsula. It is of strategic and economic importance as a waterway through which sea traffic to and from the oil-rich countries of the gulf must pass.










horn

 
/hôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard permanent outgrowth, often curved and pointed, found in pairs on the heads of cattle, sheep, goats, giraffes, etc., and consisting of a core of bone encased in keratinized skin.




2.
 
a woolly keratinized outgrowth, occurring singly or one behind another, on the snout of a rhinoceros.




3.
 
a deer's antler.




4.
 
a hornlike projection on the head of another animal, e.g., a snail's tentacle or the tuft of a horned owl.




5.
 
(
horns

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 a pair of horns as an emblem of a cuckold.




6.
 
the substance of which horns are composed




•
 
powdered rhino horn.










7.
 
a receptacle or instrument made of horn, such as a drinking container or powder flask.




8.
 
a horn-shaped projection.




9.
 
a sharp promontory or mountain peak.




10.
 
a raised projection on the pommel of a Western saddle




•
 
slung from the horn of his saddle was a leather bag.










11.
 
(
the Horn

 )
 — Cape Horn.




12.
 
an arm or branch of a river or bay.




13.
 
the extremity of the moon or other crescent.




14.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 an erect penis.




15.
 
a wind instrument, conical in shape or wound into a spiral, originally made from an animal horn (now typically brass) and played by lip vibration.




16.
 
short for French horn
 .




17.
 
an instrument sounding a warning or other signal




•
 
a car horn.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) butt or gore with the horns.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
blow (or toot) one's own horn








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 talk boastfully about oneself or one's achievements.









2.
 
draw (or pull) in one's horns






become less assertive or ambitious.









3.
 
on the horn








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 on the telephone




•
 
she got on the horn to complain.















4.
 
on the horns of a dilemma






faced with a decision involving equally unfavorable alternatives.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





horn in








‹informal›

 intrude; interfere.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hornist

 
/-ist /






noun





horn
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun)













2.
 
hornless

 
/ˈhôrnləs /






adjective













3.
 
hornlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoorn

 and German 
Horn

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
cornu

 and Greek 
keras

 .





Horn, Cape





I.
 
the most southern point of South America, on a Chilean island south of Tierra del Fuego. The region is notorious for its storms and, until the opening of the Panama Canal in 1914, constituted the only sea route between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Also called 
the Horn

 .







– origin

 named after 
Hoorn

 , the birthplace of the Dutch navigator William C. Schouten (
c.

 1580–1625), who sailed around it in 1616.






hornbeam

 
/ˈhôrnˌbēm/





I.
 
noun




a deciduous tree of north temperate regions, with oval serrated leaves, inconspicuous drooping flowers, and tough winged nuts. It yields hard pale timber.

[Genera 
Carpinus

 and 
Ostrya

 , family 
Betulaceae

 : several species, including the 
American hornbeam

 (
C. caroliniana

 ), the 
eastern hornbeam

 (
O. virginiana

 ), and the 
European hornbeam

 (
C. betulus

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: so named because of the tree's hard, close-grained wood.





hornbill

 
/ˈhôrnˌbil/






noun




a medium to large tropical Old World bird, having a very large curved bill that typically has a large horny or bony casque. The male often seals up the female inside the nest hole.

[Family 
Bucerotidae

 : several genera and numerous species, e.g., the 
great Indian hornbill

 (
Buceros bicornis

 ).]













hornblende

 
/ˈhôrnˌblend/





I.
 
noun




a dark brown, black, or green mineral of the amphibole group consisting of a hydroxyl alumino-silicate of calcium, magnesium, and iron, occurring in many igneous and metamorphic rocks.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German, from 
Horn

 ‘horn’ + 
blende

 (see blende
 ).





hornbook

 
/ˈhôrnˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a teaching aid consisting of a leaf of paper showing the alphabet, and often the ten digits and the Lord's Prayer, mounted on a wooden tablet and protected by a thin plate of horn.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
[Law]

 a one-volume treatise summarizing the law in a specific field.













horndog

 
/ˈhôrndäɡ/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a man with strong sexual desires.













Horne, Lena

 
/hôrn/






(1917–2010), US singer and actress; full name 
Lena Calhoun Horne

 . In the early 1940s, she became the first African American to have a long-term contract with a Hollywood studio. Her movies include 
Stormy Weather

 (1943) and 
Till the Clouds Roll By

 (1946). In 1981–82, she starred on Broadway in 
Lena Horne: The Lady and Her Music

 .









horned

 
/hôrnd/






adjective



1.
 
having a horn or horns




•
 
horned cattle




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a long-horned bison.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 crescent-shaped




•
 
the horned moon.



















horned grebe






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a North American and northern Eurasian grebe with reddish underparts and a black and gold crest.

[
Podiceps auritus

 , family 
Podicipedidae

 .]














horned lark






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a widespread lark of open country, especially the Arctic and mountains, the male having a black and white head pattern and two small black hornlike crests.

[Genus 
Eremophila

 , family 
Alaudidae

 : two species, in particular 
E. alpestris

 . British name: 
shorelark

 .]














horned lizard






noun




an American lizard that somewhat resembles a toad, with spiny skin and large spines on the head, typically occurring in dry open country.

Also called horned toad
 . [Genus 
Phrynosoma

 , family 
Iguanidae

 : several species, in particular the 
Texas horned lizard

 (
P. cornutum

 ) and the 
regal horned lizard

 (
P. solare

 ).]













horned poppy

 
horn poppy






noun




a Eurasian poppy with grayish-green lobed leaves, large flowers, and a long curved seed capsule.

[Genus 
Glaucium

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 : several species, in particular the 
yellow horned poppy

 (
G. flavum

 ), which has become naturalized in the US, esp. along the coast from Massachusetts to Virginia.]














horned toad

 
/hôrnd tōd/






noun



1.
 
another term for horned lizard
 .




2.
 
a large toad with horn-shaped projections of skin over the eyes, in particular

[● a Southeast Asian toad (
Megophrys

 and other genera, family 
Peltobatidae

 ). ● a South American toad (
Ceratophrys

 and other genera, family 
Leptodactylidae

 ).]













horned viper






noun




a venomous nocturnal snake with an upright projection over each eye, native to the sandy deserts of North Africa and Arabia. It moves in the same way as the sidewinder.

[
Cerastes cerastes

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]













hornero

 
/ˌhôrˈnerō/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American bird of the ovenbird family, often building its ovenlike mud nest on the top of a fence post.

Also called ovenbird
 . [Genus 
Furnarius

 , family 
Furnariidae

 : several species, in particular the 
rufous hornero

 (
F. rufus

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘baker.’





Horner's syndrome

 
/ˈhôrnərz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition marked by a contracted pupil, drooping upper eyelid, and local inability to sweat on one side of the face, caused by damage to sympathetic nerves on that side of the neck.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Johann F. 
Horner

 (1831–86), Swiss ophthalmologist.





hornet

 
/ˈhôrnət/





I.
 
noun




a large stinging wasp that typically nests in hollow trees.

[
Vespa

 and other genera, family 
Vespidae

 : several species, including the 
giant hornet

 (
V. crabro

 ) and the 
bald-faced hornet

 (
V. maculata

 ).]








II.
 
phrases





a hornets' nest






a situation fraught with difficulties or complications




•
 
the move has 
stirred up a hornets' nest

 of academic fear and loathing.





















– origin

 Old English 
hyrnet

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Hornisse

 . The form of the word was probably influenced by Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
hornte

 .





hornet moth






noun




a clearwing moth that resembles a hornet, with larvae that burrow under tree bark.

[Several species in the family 
Sesiidae

 , including 
Sesia apiformis

 , which can be a pest of poplars.]













Horney, Karen

 
/ˈhôrˌnī/






(1885–1952), US psychoanalyst; born in Germany; full name 
Karen Danielsen Horney

 . Expelled from the New York Psychoanalytic Institute for her critique of Freudian practices 1941, she was the founder of the Association for Advancement of Psychoanalysis and the American Institute for Psychoanalysis that same year.









hornfels

 
/ˈhôrnfelz/





I.
 
noun




a dark, fine-grained metamorphic rock consisting largely of quartz, mica, and particular feldspars.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘horn rock.’






Horn of Africa

 
/ˈˌhôrn əv ˈafrəkə/






a peninsula in northeastern Africa that includes Somalia and parts of Ethiopia. It lies between the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean.

Also called Somali Peninsula
 .









horn of plenty






noun



1.
 
a cornucopia.




2.
 
an edible woodland mushroom with a funnel-shaped cap that bears spores on its grayish outer surface, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Craterellus cornucopiodes

 , family 
Cantharellaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













hornpipe

 
/ˈhôrnˌpīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively dance associated with sailors, typically performed by one person.




2.
 
a piece of music for a hornpipe.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a wind instrument made of horn, played to accompany dancing): from horn
 + pipe
 .





horn-rimmed

 
/ˈhôrn ˌrimd/






adjective




(of glasses) having rims made of horn or a similar substance.













Hornsby, Rogers

 
/ˈhôrnzbē/






(1896–1963), US baseball player and manager; known as 
Rajah

 . A second baseman, he was known for his batting prowess and played mainly for the St. Louis Cardinals 1915–37. Baseball Hall of Fame (1942).









horn shell






noun




a mollusk with a long tapering shell, occurring in brackish and marine waters.

[Families 
Potamididae

 and 
Cerithidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]













hornswoggle

 
/ˈhôrnˌswäɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be hornswoggled

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 get the better of (someone) by cheating or deception




•
 
you mean to say you were hornswoggled?

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.






horntail

 
/ˈhôrntāl/






noun




a large wasplike sawfly that deposits its eggs inside trees and timber. It has a long egg-laying tube but no sting.

Also called woodwasp
 . [Family 
Siricidae

 , suborder 
Symphyta

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : several species.]













hornworm

 
/ˈhôrnwərm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the caterpillar of a hawk moth, having a spike or “horn” on its tail.

[Family 
Sphingidae

 : several genera and many species, in particular pests like the 
tobacco hornworm

 (
Manduca sexta

 ) and the 
tomato hornworm

 (
M. quinquemaculata

 ).]













hornwort

 
/ˈhôrnˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a submerged aquatic plant with narrow forked leaves that become translucent and horny as they age, occurring worldwide.

[Genus 
Ceratophyllum

 , family 
Ceratophyllaceae

 : two or more species, in particular 
C. demersum

 .]













horny

 
/ˈhôrnē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling horn




•
 
a horny beak




•
 
horny nails.










2.
 
hard and rough




•
 
horny, dry skin.










3.
 


‹informal›

 feeling or arousing sexual excitement.








II.
 
derivatives





horniness

 
/ˈhôrnēnəs /






noun





















horol.






abbreviation




horology.













horologe

 
/ˈhôrəˌläj/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a timepiece.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
hōrologion

 , from 
hōra

 ‘time’ + 
-logos

 ‘-telling.’





Horologium

 
/ˌhôrəˈlōjēəm /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a faint southern constellation (the Clock), between Hydrus and Eridanus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Horologii

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star R Horologii.













– origin

 Latin.





horology

 
/həˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study and measurement of time.




2.
 
the art of making clocks and watches.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
horologer

 
/-jər /






noun













2.
 
horologic

 
/ˌhôrəˈläjik /






adjective













3.
 
horological

 
/ˌhôrəˈläjikəl /






adjective













4.
 
horologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
hōra

 ‘time’ + -logy
 .





horopter

 
/ˈhôˌräptər, həˈräptər/





I.
 
noun






[Optics]

 a line or surface containing all those points in space whose images fall on corresponding points of the retinas of the two eyes.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
horos

 ‘limit’ + 
optēr

 ‘person who looks.’





horoscope

 
/ˈhôrəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astrology]

 a forecast of a person's future, typically including a delineation of character and circumstances, based on the relative positions of the stars and planets at the time of that person's birth.




2.
 


[Astrology]

 a short forecast for people born under a particular sign, especially as published in a newspaper or magazine.




3.
 


[Astrology]

 a birth chart.

See chart
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
horoscopic

 
/ˌhôrəˈskäpik, ˌhärə- /






adjective













2.
 
horoscopy

 
/həˈräskəpē /






noun



















– origin

 Old English: via Latin from Greek 
hōroskopos

 , from 
hōra

 ‘time’ + 
skopos

 ‘observer.’





Horowitz, Vladimir

 
/ˈhôrəˌwits/






(1904–89), US pianist, born in Russia. He first toured the US in 1928 and settled there soon afterward. A leading international virtuoso, he was best known for his performances of Scarlatti, Liszt, Scriabin, and Prokofiev.









horrendous

 
/həˈrendəs hôˈrendəs/





I.
 
adjective




extremely unpleasant, horrifying, or terrible




•
 
she suffered horrendous injuries.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
horrendus

 (gerundive of 
horrere

 ‘(of hair) stand on end’) + -ous
 .





horrendously

 
/həˈrendəslē/






adverb




in an extremely unpleasant, horrifying, or terrible way




•
 
his victims suffered horrendously




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the prison is horrendously overcrowded.



















horrent

 
/ˈhôrənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 (of a person's hair) standing on end.




2.
 


‹literary›

 feeling or expressing horror




•
 
a horrent cry.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
horrent-

 ‘(of hair) standing on end,’ from the verb 
horrere

 .





horrible

 
/ˈhôrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or likely to cause horror; shocking




•
 
a horrible massacre.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very unpleasant




•
 
the tea tasted horrible.














II.
 
derivatives





horribleness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
horribilis

 , from 
horrere

 ‘tremble, shudder’ (see horrid
 ).





horribly

 
/ˈhôrəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes horror; shockingly




•
 
people are suffering horribly in the aftermath of the cyclone.










2.
 


‹informal›

 in a very bad way; terribly




•
 
his latest work flopped horribly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
something went horribly wrong.




















horrid

 
/ˈhôrəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing horror




•
 
a horrid nightmare.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very unpleasant or disagreeable




•
 
the teachers at school were horrid




•
 
a horrid brown color.










3.
 


‹literary›

 rough; bristling.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
horridly






adverb













2.
 
horridness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘rough, bristling’): from Latin 
horridus

 , from 
horrere

 ‘tremble, shudder, (of hair) stand on end.’






horrific

 
/həˈrifik/





I.
 
adjective




causing horror




•
 
horrific injuries.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
horrificus

 , from 
horrere

 ‘tremble, shudder’ (see horrid
 ).





horrifically

 
/həˈrifəklē/






adverb




in a way that causes horror; shockingly




•
 
he was horrifically injured in a car accident




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
horrifically high interest rates.



















horrify

 
/ˈhôrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be horrified

 )


1.
 
fill with horror; shock greatly




•
 
they were horrified by the very idea




•
 (as 
adj.

 
horrified

 )
 
the horrified spectators




•
 (as 
adj.

 
horrifying

 )
 
a horrifying incident.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
horrification

 
/hôˌrifiˈkāSHən, hə- /






noun













2.
 
horrifiedly

 
/-ˌfī(ə)dlē /






adverb













3.
 
horrifyingly

 
/ˈhôrəˌfīiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
horrifyingly flimsy boats

























– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
horrificare

 , from 
horrificus

 (see horrific
 ).





horripilation

 
/hôˌripəˈlāSHən həˌripəˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the erection of hairs on the skin due to cold, fear, or excitement.








II.
 
derivatives





horripilate

 
/hôˈripəˌlāt, hə- /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
horripilatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
horrere

 ‘stand on end’ (see horrid
 ) + 
pilus

 ‘hair.’





horror

 
/ˈhôrər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an intense feeling of fear, shock, or disgust




•
 
children screamed in horror.










2.
 
a thing causing a feeling of fear, shock, or disgust




•
 
photographs showed the horror of the tragedy




•
 
the horrors of civil war.










3.
 
a literary or film genre concerned with arousing feelings of horror


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a horror movie.










4.
 
intense dismay




•
 
to her horror she found that a thief had stolen the machine.










5.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ] (
horrors

 )
 — 

‹chiefly humorous›

 used to express dismay




•
 
horrors, two buttons were missing!










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — intense dislike




•
 
many have 
a horror of

 consulting a dictionary.










7.
 
(
the horrors

 )
 — an attack of extreme nervousness or anxiety




•
 
the mere thought of it gives me the horrors.










8.
 


‹informal›

 a bad or mischievous person, especially a child




•
 
that little horror Zach was around.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
horror

 , from 
horrere

 ‘tremble, shudder’ (see horrid
 ).





horror show






noun



1.
 
a film or play intended to entertain by arousing feelings of horror or fear




•
 
a big-budget Hollywood horror show.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a situation that is very unpleasant or difficult to deal with




•
 
making the new system operational at all will be a bureaucratic horror show.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a very poor performance




•
 
City had to improve after last week's horror show against Wimbledon.



















horror-struck

 
/ˈhôrər ˌstrək /

 
horror-stricken






adjective




(of a person) briefly paralyzed with horror or shock.













horror vacui

 
/ˌhôrər ˈvakyəwī/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a fear or dislike of leaving empty spaces, especially in an artistic composition.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘horror of a vacuum.’





hors concours

 
/ˌôrkôn ˈko͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unrivaled; unequaled




•
 
most husbands are fools, but that one was hors concours.










2.
 


‹formal›

 (of an exhibit or exhibitor) not competing for a prize.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘out of the competition.’





hors de combat

 
/ˌôr də ˌkämˈbä/





I.
 
adjective




out of action due to injury or damage




•
 
their pilots had been rendered temporarily hors de combat.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘out of the fight.’





hors d'oeuvre

 
/ôr ˈdərv/





I.
 
noun




a small savory dish, typically one served as an appetizer at the beginning of a meal.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘outside the work.’






horse

 
/hôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid-hoofed plant-eating domesticated mammal with a flowing mane and tail, used for riding, racing, and to carry and pull loads.

[
Equus caballus

 , family 
Equidae

 (the 
horse family

 ), descended from the wild Przewalski's horse. The horse family also includes the asses and zebras.]




2.
 
an adult male horse; a stallion or gelding.




3.
 
a wild mammal of the horse family.




4.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — cavalry




•
 
forty horse and sixty foot.










5.
 
a frame or structure on which something is mounted or supported, especially a sawhorse.




6.
 


[Nautical]

 a horizontal bar, rail, or rope in the rigging of a sailing ship for supporting something.




7.
 
short for pommel horse
 or vaulting horse
 .




8.
 


‹informal›

 heroin.




9.
 


‹informal›

 a unit of horsepower




•
 
the huge 63-horse 701-cc engine.










10.
 


[Mining]

 an obstruction in a vein.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be horsed

 )


1.
 
provide (a person or vehicle) with a horse or horses.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't change horses in midstream








‹proverb›

 choose a sensible moment to change your mind.









2.
 
frighten the horses






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — do something likely to cause public outrage or offense




•
 
David's views would not have frightened the horses.















3.
 
from the horse's mouth






(of information) from the person directly concerned or another authoritative source.









4.
 
horses for courses








(Brit.)

 
‹proverb›

 different people are suited to different things or situations.









5.
 
to horse






(as a command) mount your horses!









6.
 
you can lead (or take) a horse to water but you can't make him drink








‹proverb›

 you can give someone an opportunity, but you can't force them to take it.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





horse around








‹informal›

 fool around




•
 
schoolkids laughing and horsing around.


















V.
 
derivatives





horselike

 
/-līk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hors

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ros

 and German 
Ross

 .





horse-and-buggy

 
/ˌhôrsənˈbəɡē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 old-fashioned




•
 
horse-and-buggy technology.



















horseback

 
/ˈhôrsˌbak/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




mounted on a horse


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a daring horseback rescue




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they rode horseback along the trail.














II.
 
phrases





on (or by) horseback






mounted on a horse.

















horseback riding

 


‹Brit.›

 horse riding





I.
 
noun




the sport or activity of riding horses




•
 
I 
go horseback riding

 on wooded trails near my home.




•
 
horseback riding is the traditional mode of transportation.














II.
 
derivatives





horseback rider

 


‹Brit.›

 horse rider






noun






















horsebean

 
/ˈhôrsˌbēn /

 
horse bean






noun




another term for broad bean
 .














horse chestnut

 
/ˈhôrs ˈˌCHes(t)nət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deciduous tree with large leaves of five leaflets, conspicuous sticky winter buds, and upright conical clusters of white, pink, or red flowers. Unrelated to true chestnuts, the horse chestnut bears unpalatable nuts enclosed in fleshy, thorny husks.

[Genus 
Aesculus

 , family 
Hippocastanaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. hippocastanum

 , native east of the Balkans and widely planted over much of Europe and North America.]




2.
 
the fruit or seed of the horse chestnut tree.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: translating (now obsolete) botanical Latin 
Castanea equina

 ; its fruit is said to have been an Eastern remedy for chest diseases in horses.





horse cloth






noun




a cloth used to cover a horse, or as part of its trappings.













horse-drawn

 
/ˈhôrs ˌdrôn/






adjective




(of a vehicle) pulled by a horse or horses




•
 
a horse-drawn carriage.



















horsefeathers

 
/ˈhôrsˌfeT͟Hərz/






exclamation




used to express disagreement, disbelief, or frustration.













horseflesh

 
/ˈhôrsˌfleSH/






noun



1.
 
horses considered collectively.




2.
 
the flesh of a horse, especially when used as food.














horsefly

 
/ˈhôrsˌflī/






noun




a stoutly built fly, the female of which is a bloodsucker and inflicts painful bites on horses and other mammals, including humans.

[Genus 
Tabanus

 , family 
Tabanidae

 : numerous species.]













Horse Guards

 
/ˈhôrs ˈˌɡärdz/






plural noun




a mounted brigade from the household troops of the British monarch, used for ceremonial occasions.













horsehair

 
/ˈhôrsˌher/






noun




hair from the mane or tail of a horse, typically used in furniture for padding.














horsehair worm






noun




a long slender worm related to the nematodes, the larvae being parasites of arthropods and the adults living in water or damp soil.

[Phylum 
Nematomorpha

 : two classes.]













Horsehead Nebula

 
/ˌhôrshed ˈnebyo͞olə /

 

‹Astronomy›







a dust nebula in the shape of a horse's head, forming a dark silhouette against a bright emission nebula in Orion.









horsehide

 
/ˈhôrshīd/






noun



1.
 
the skin of a horse.




2.
 
leather made from the skin of a horse.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a baseball.

[so named because, until replaced by cowhide in late 20th century, the traditional covering of a baseball was horsehide.]













horse latitudes

 
/hôrs ˈladəˌt(y)o͞odz/





I.
 
plural noun




a belt of calm air and sea occurring in both the northern and southern hemispheres between the trade winds and the westerlies.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of uncertain origin.





horselaugh

 
/ˈhôrslaf/






noun




a loud, coarse laugh.













horseleech

 
/ˈhôrsˌlēCH/






noun




a large predatory leech of freshwater and terrestrial habitats that feeds on carrion and small invertebrates.

[Genus 
Haemopis

 , family 
Hirudidae

 .]













horseless

 
/ˈhôrsləs/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vehicle) not drawn by a horse or horses




•
 
a horseless cabriolet.



















horseless carriage






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 an automobile.














horse mackerel






noun




a shoaling edible fish of the eastern Atlantic, commercially fished in southern African waters.

Also called scad
 . [
Trachurus trachurus

 , family 
Carangidae

 .]













horseman

 
/ˈhôrsmən/






noun




a rider on horseback, especially a skilled one.













horsemanship

 
/ˈhôrsmənˌSHip/






noun




the art or practice of riding on horseback.













horsemeat

 
/ˈhôrsmēt/






noun




the flesh of a horse as food.













horsemint

 
/ˈhôrsmint/





I.
 
noun




a tall coarse kind of mint.

[Genera 
Mentha

 and 
Monarda

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species and hybrids, including the European 
Mentha longifolia

 and the North American 
Monarda punctata

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from horse
 (often used in the names of plants to denote a coarse variety) + mint
 1
 .





horse mushroom






noun




a large edible mushroom with a creamy-white cap and pinkish-gray gills, found in grassland in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Agaricus arvensis

 , family 
Agaricaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]














horse opera

 
/ˈhôrs ˈˌäp(ə)rə/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a western movie.













horse pistol






noun






‹historical›

 a large pistol carried at the pommel of the saddle by a rider.













horseplay

 
/ˈhôrsˌplā/






noun




rough, boisterous play.













horseplayer

 
/ˈhôrsˌplāər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who regularly bets on horse races.













horsepower

 
/ˈhôrsˌpou(ə)r /

 
hp






noun



1.
 
a unit of power equal to 550 foot-pounds per second (745.7 watts).




2.
 
the power of an engine measured in terms of this




•
 
a strong 140-horsepower engine.







See also brake horsepower
 .













horse race

 
//






noun



1.
 
a race between two or more horses ridden by jockeys.




2.
 
a very close contest




•
 
eight hours after the polls closed, the election was still a horse race.




















horse racing

 
/ˈhôrs ˌrāsiNG/






noun




the sport in which horses and their riders take part in races, typically with substantial betting on the outcome.













horseradish

 
/ˈhôrsˌradiSH/






noun



1.
 
a European plant of the cabbage family, with long docklike leaves, grown for its pungent root.

[
Armoracia rusticana

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]




2.
 
the root of the horseradish plant, which is scraped or grated as a condiment and often made into a sauce.













horse sense

 
/ˈhôrs ˌsens/






noun






‹informal›

 common sense.













horseshit

 
/ˈhôr(s)ˌSHit/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 nonsense.













horseshoe

 
/ˈhôr(s)ˌSHo͞o/






noun



1.
 
a shoe for a horse formed of a narrow band of iron in the form of an extended circular arc and secured to the hoof with nails.




2.
 
a shoe for a horse or a representation of one, regarded as bringing good luck.




3.
 
something resembling a horseshoe in shape


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a horseshoe bend.










4.
 
(
horseshoes

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a game in which horseshoes are thrown at a stake in the ground.













horseshoe bat






noun




an insectivorous Old World bat with a horseshoe-shaped ridge on the nose.

[Family 
Rhinolophidae

 and genus 
Rhinolophus

 : numerous species.]














horseshoe crab

 
/ˈhôr(s)ˌSHo͞o ˈˌkrab/






noun




a large marine arthropod with a domed horseshoe-shaped shell, a long tail-spine, and ten legs, little changed since the Devonian.

[Class 
Merostomata

 , subphylum 
Chelicerata

 : four species, in particular the North American 
Limulus polyphemus

 .]













Horseshoe Falls






see Niagara Falls
 .









horse's neck






noun






‹informal›

 a drink consisting of ginger ale, a twist of lemon peel, and liquor, typically brandy.













horsetail

 
/ˈhôrsˌtāl/






noun




a nonflowering plant with a hollow jointed stem that bears whorls of narrow leaves, producing spores in cones at the tips of the shoots.

[Genus 
Equisetum

 , the only surviving genus of the family 
Equisetaceae

 and class 
Sphenopsida

 , division 
Pteridophyta

 .]













horse-trading

 
/ˈhôrs ˌtrādiNG /

 
horse trading





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the buying and selling of horses.




2.
 
hard and shrewd bargaining, typically in politics.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
horse-trade






verb













2.
 
horse-trader

 
/ˈhôrsˌtrādər /






noun





















horsewhip

 
/ˈhôrsˌ(h)wip/





I.
 
noun




a long whip used for driving and controlling horses.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat with a horsewhip.













horsewoman

 
/ˈhôrsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman who rides on horseback, especially a skilled one.













horsey

 
/ˈhôrsē /

 
horsy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling a horse




•
 
wide eyes and big, horsey teeth.










2.
 
concerned with or devoted to horses or horse racing




•
 
the horsey fraternity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
horsily

 
/ˈhôrsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
horsiness






noun





















horst

 
/hôrst/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a raised elongated block of the earth's crust lying between two faults.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Horst

 ‘heap.’





hort.






abbreviation




horticulture or horticultural.













Horta, Victor

 
/ˈhôrtə/






(1861–1947), Belgian architect. His work is notable for its innovative use of iron and glass, and he is considered the originator of Art Nouveau.









hortatory

 
/ˈhôrdəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




tending or aiming to exhort




•
 
the central bank relied on hortatory messages and voluntary compliance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hortation

 
/ˌhôrˈtāSHən /






noun













2.
 
hortative

 
/ˈhôrdədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
hortatorius

 , from 
hortari

 ‘exhort.’





horticultural

 
/ˌhôrdəˈkəlCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the art or practice of garden cultivation and management




•
 
horticultural crops




•
 
the horticultural industry.














II.
 
derivatives





horticulturalist

 
/ˌhôrdəˈkəlCH(ə)rələst /






noun





















horticulture

 
/ˈhôrdəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the art or practice of garden cultivation and management.








II.
 
derivatives





horticulturist

 
/ˈˌhôrdəˈˌkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
hortus

 ‘garden,’ on the pattern of 
agriculture

 .





hortus siccus

 
/ˌhôrdəs ˈsikəs/





I.
 
noun




an arranged collection of dried plants; a herbarium.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘dry garden.’






Horus

 
/ˈhôrəs /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a god regarded as the protector of the monarchy, typically represented as a falcon-headed man. He assumed various aspects: in the myth of Isis and Osiris he was the posthumous son of the latter, whose murder he avenged.









Hos.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Hosea.













hosanna

 
/hōˈzanə /

 
hosannah





I.
 
exclamation




(especially in biblical, Judaic, and Christian use) used to express adoration, praise, or joy.








II.
 
noun




an expression of adoration, praise, or joy.











– origin

 Old English, via late Latin from Greek 
hōsanna

 , from Rabbinical Hebrew 
hōša῾nā

 , abbreviation of biblical 
hōšī῾ā-nnā

 ‘save, we pray’ (Ps. 118:25).






hose

 
/hōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flexible tube conveying water, used especially for watering plants and in firefighting.




2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — stockings, socks, and tights (especially in commercial use)




•
 
a chorus girl's fishnet hose.










3.
 


‹historical›

 breeches




•
 
Elizabethan doublet and hose.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
water, spray, or drench with a hose




•
 
he was 
hosing down

 the driveway.

















– origin

 Old English 
hosa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoos

 ‘stocking’ and German 
Hosen

 ‘trousers.’ Originally singular, the term denoted a covering for the leg, sometimes including the foot but sometimes reaching only as far as the ankle.





Hosea

 
/hōˈzāə, -ˈzēə/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet of the 8th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Hosea.









hosel

 
/ˈhōzəl/





I.
 
noun




the socket of a golf club head into which the shaft fits.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: diminutive of hose
 , in the dialect sense ‘sheathing.’





hosepipe

 
/ˈhōzˌpīp/






noun




British term for hose
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













hoser

 
/hōzər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Canadian)

 a foolish or uncultivated person.











– origin

 1980s: of uncertain origin; popularized by characters on the Canadian television show 
SCTV

 (1980–82).





hosier

 
/ˈhōZHər/






noun




a manufacturer or seller of hosiery.













hosiery

 
/ˈhōZH(ə)rē/






noun




stockings, socks, and tights collectively.













hosp.






abbreviation




hospital.














hospice

 
/ˈhäspəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a home providing care for the sick, especially the terminally ill.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a lodging for travelers, especially one run by a religious order.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
hospitium

 , from 
hospes

 , 
hospit-

 (see host
 1
 ).






hospitable

 
/häˈspidəb(ə)l ˈhäspidəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
friendly and welcoming to strangers or guests




•
 
two friendly, hospitable brothers run the hotel.










2.
 
(of an environment) pleasant and favorable for living in




•
 
the Sonoran desert is one of the least hospitable places on earth.














II.
 
derivatives





hospitably

 
/häˈspidəblē ˈhäspidəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from obsolete 
hospiter

 ‘receive a guest,’ from medieval Latin 
hospitare

 ‘entertain,’ from 
hospes

 , 
hospit-

 (see host
 1
 ).






hospital

 
/ˈhäˌspidl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an institution providing medical and surgical treatment and nursing care for sick or injured people.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a hospice, especially one run by the Knights Hospitaller.




3.
 
[usu. in 
names

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 a charitable institution for the education of the young.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): via Old French from medieval Latin 
hospitale

 , neuter of Latin 
hospitalis

 ‘hospitable,’ from 
hospes

 , 
hospit-

 (see host
 1
 ).





hospital corners






plural noun




overlapping folds used to tuck sheets neatly and securely under the mattress at the corners, in a manner typically used by nurses.













hospitaler

 
/ˈhäˌspidələr /

 
hospitaller





I.
 
noun




a member of a charitable religious order, originally the Knights Hospitaler.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hospitalier

 , from medieval Latin 
hospitalarius

 , from 
hospitale

 (see hospital
 ).





Hospitalet

 
/ˌäspitlˈet, ˌōspētäˈlet /

 
Hospitalet de Llobregat






a city and southern suburb of Barcelona in northeastern Spain; pop. 253,800 (est. 2008).









hospital fever






noun






‹historical›

 louse-borne typhus acquired in overcrowded, insanitary conditions in an old-fashioned hospital.













hospitalism

 
/ˈhäspədəˌlizəm/






noun




the adverse effects of a prolonged stay in the hospital, such as developmental retardation in children.













hospitalist

 
/ˈhäspədələst/






noun




a dedicated in-patient physician who works exclusively in a hospital.













hospitality

 
/ˌhäspəˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun




the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the business of housing or entertaining visitors




•
 
the hospitality industry.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
hospitalite

 , from Latin 
hospitalitas

 , from 
hospitalis

 ‘hospitable’ (see hospital
 ).





hospitalization

 
/ˌhäspidələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




admission to a hospital for treatment




•
 
serious cases involving liver damage may require hospitalization.



















hospitalize

 
/ˈhäˌspədəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be hospitalized

 )


1.
 
admit or cause (someone) to be admitted to a hospital for treatment




•
 
Casey was hospitalized for chest pains.



















hospital ship

 
/ˈhäˌspidl ˌsip/






noun




a ship that functions as a hospital, especially to receive or take home sick or wounded military personnel.













hospodar

 
/ˈhäspəˌdär/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a governor of Wallachia and Moldavia under the Ottoman Porte.











– origin

 from Romanian, from Ukrainian 
hospodar

 ; related to Russian 
gospodarʹ

 , from 
gospodʹ

 ‘lord.’





hoss

 
/hôs/






noun




nonstandard spelling of horse
 , used in representing dialect or informal speech.














host1


 
/hōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who receives or entertains other people as guests




•
 
a dinner-party host.










2.
 
a person, place, or organization that holds and organizes an event to which others are invited




•
 
Innsbruck once 
played host to

 the Winter Olympics.










3.
 
an area in which particular living things are found




•
 
Australia is 
host to

 some of the world's most dangerous animals.










4.
 


‹often humorous›

 the landlord or landlady of a pub




•
 


mine host

 raised his glass of whiskey.










5.
 
the moderator or emcee of a television or radio program.




6.
 


[Biology]

 an animal or plant on or in which a parasite or commensal organism lives.




7.
 
(also 
host cell

 )
 — a living cell in which a virus multiplies.




8.
 
a person or animal that has received transplanted tissue or a transplanted organ.




9.
 
(also 
host computer

 )
 — a computer that mediates multiple access to databases mounted on it or provides other services to a computer network.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as host at (an event) or for (a television or radio program).




2.
 
store (a website or other data) on a server or other computer so that it can be accessed over the Internet




•
 
Columbia University currently hosts some 400 websites.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hoste

 , from Latin 
hospes

 , 
hospit-

 ‘host, guest.’





host2


 
/hōst/





I.
 
noun

 — (
a host of

 or 
hosts of

 )


1.
 
a large number of people or things




•
 
a host of memories rushed into her mind.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an army.




3.
 


‹literary›

 (in biblical use) the sun, moon, and stars




•
 
the starry host of heaven.










4.
 
another term for heavenly host
 . See also Lord of hosts
 at lord
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ost

 , 
hoost

 , from Latin 
hostis

 ‘stranger, enemy’ (in medieval Latin ‘army’).





host3


 
/hōst/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Host

 )


1.
 
the bread consecrated in the Eucharist




•
 
the elevation of the Host.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
hoiste

 , from Latin 
hostia

 ‘victim.’






hosta

 
/ˈhōstə, ˈhästə/





I.
 
noun




an eastern Asian plant cultivated in the West for its shade-tolerant foliage and loose clusters of tubular mauve or white flowers.

Also called plantain lily
 . [Genus 
Hosta

 (formerly 
Funkia

 ), family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Nicolaus T. 
Host

 (1761–1834), Austrian physician.





hostage

 
/ˈhästij/





I.
 
noun




a person seized or held as security for the fulfillment of a condition




•
 
the kidnapper had instructed the hostage's family to drop the ransom at noon.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
hold (or take) someone hostage






seize and keep someone as a hostage




•
 
they were held hostage by armed rebels




•
 
taken hostage at gunpoint.















2.
 
a hostage to fortune






an act, commitment, or remark that is regarded as unwise because it invites trouble or could prove difficult to live up to




•
 
making objectives explicit is to 
give a hostage to fortune

 .





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on late Latin 
obsidatus

 ‘the state of being a hostage’ (the earliest sense in English), from Latin 
obses

 , 
obsid-

 ‘hostage.’






hostel

 
/ˈhästl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment that provides inexpensive food and lodging for a specific group of people, such as students, workers, or travelers.




2.
 
short for youth hostel
 .




3.
 


‹archaic›

 an inn providing accommodations.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘lodging, place to stay’): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
hospitale

 (see hospital
 ).





hosteling

 
/ˈhäst(ə)liNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 hostelling





I.
 
noun




the practice of staying in youth hostels when traveling.








II.
 
derivatives





hosteler

 
/ˈhäst(ə)lər /






noun






















hostelry

 
/ˈhäst(ə)lrē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 an inn.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
hostelerie

 , from 
hostelier

 ‘innkeeper,’ from 
hostel

 (see hostel
 ).





hostess

 
/ˈhōstəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman who receives or entertains guests




•
 
the perfect dinner-party hostess.










2.
 


(US)

 a woman employed at a restaurant to welcome and seat customers.




3.
 
a woman employed to entertain customers at a nightclub, bar, or dance hall.




4.
 
a stewardess on an aircraft, train, etc.




5.
 
a woman who introduces a television or radio program




•
 
a game-show hostess.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
(h)ostesse

 , feminine of 
(h)oste

 (see host
 1
 ).






hostile

 
/ˈhästl ˈhäˌstīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unfriendly; antagonistic




•
 
a hostile audience




•
 
he wrote a ferociously hostile attack.










2.
 
of or belonging to a military enemy




•
 
hostile aircraft.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — opposed




•
 
people are very 
hostile to

 the idea.










4.
 
(of a takeover bid) opposed by the company to be bought.








II.
 
derivatives





hostilely

 
/ˈhästlˌlē ˈhäˌstīlˌlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
hostilis

 , from 
hostis

 ‘stranger, enemy.’





hostile witness






noun






[Law]

 a witness who is antagonistic to the party calling them and, being unwilling to tell the truth, may have to be cross-examined by the party.













hostility

 
/häˈstilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hostile behavior; unfriendliness or opposition




•
 
their 
hostility to

 all outsiders.










2.
 
(
hostilities

 )
 — acts of warfare




•
 
he called for an immediate cessation of hostilities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
hostilité

 or late Latin 
hostilitas

 , from Latin 
hostilis

 (see hostile
 ).





hostler

 
/ˈ(h)äslər /

 
ostler





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a man employed to look after the horses of people staying at an inn.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
hostelier

 ‘innkeeper,’ from 
hostel

 (see hostel
 ).






hot

 
/hät/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a high degree of heat or a high temperature




•
 
it was hot inside the hall




•
 
basking under a hot sun.










2.
 
feeling or producing an uncomfortable sensation of heat




•
 
she felt hot and her throat was parched.










3.
 
(of food or drink) prepared by heating and served without cooling.




4.
 


‹informal›

 (of an electric circuit) at a high voltage; live.




5.
 


‹informal›

 radioactive.




6.
 
(of food) containing or consisting of pungent spices or peppers that produce a burning sensation when tasted




•
 
a very hot dish cooked with green chili.










7.
 
passionately enthusiastic, eager, or excited




•
 
the idea had been nurtured in his hot imagination.










8.
 
lustful, amorous, or erotic




•
 
steamy bed scenes that may be too hot for young fans.










9.
 
(of music, especially jazz) strongly rhythmical and excitingly played




•
 
hot salsa and lambada dancing.










10.
 


‹informal›

 involving much activity, debate, or intense feeling




•
 
the environment has become a very hot issue.










11.
 
(especially of news) fresh or recent and therefore of great interest




•
 
have I got some hot gossip for you!










12.
 
currently popular, fashionable, or in demand




•
 
they know the hottest dance moves.










13.
 
(of a person) sexually attractive




•
 
a hot chick.










14.
 


[Hunting]

 (of the scent) fresh and strong, indicating that the quarry has passed recently.




15.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (in children's games) very close to finding or guessing something.




16.
 


‹informal›

 knowledgeable or skillful




•
 
Tony is very 
hot on

 local history.










17.
 
[
predic.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — good; promising




•
 
this is not so 
hot for

 business.










18.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
hot on

 )
 — considering (something) as very important; strict about




•
 
local customs officers are hot on confiscations.










19.
 


‹informal›

 difficult to deal with




•
 
he found my story simply too hot to handle.










20.
 
(of goods) stolen and difficult to dispose of because easily identifiable.




21.
 
(of a person) wanted by the police.








II.
 
verb

 — (
hot something up

 or 
hot up

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 become or make hot


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he hotted up the flask in Daisy's hand.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 become or make more active, lively, or exciting


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the championship contest hotted up.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get hot






(of an athlete or team) suddenly become effective




•
 
he got hot at the right time and found himself in the title match.















2.
 
have the hots for








‹informal›

 be sexually attracted to.









3.
 
hot and bothered






see bother
 .









4.
 
hot and heavy








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intense; with intensity




•
 
the competition became very hot and heavy.















5.
 
hot on the heels of






following closely




•
 
the two new species come hot on the heels of the discovery of the Vu Quang ox.















6.
 
hot to trot








‹informal›

 ready and eager to engage in an activity.









7.
 
hot under the collar








‹informal›

 angry, resentful, or embarrassed.









8.
 
in hot pursuit






following closely and eagerly.









9.
 
in hot water








‹informal›

 in a situation of difficulty, trouble, or disgrace




•
 
he is in hot water for insensitive remarks he made.















10.
 
make it (or things) hot for someone








‹informal›

 make things unpleasant for someone; persecute.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hotness

 
/ˈhätnəs /






noun













2.
 
hottish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hāt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heet

 and German 
heiss

 .





hot air

 
/ˌhäd ˈe(ə)r/






noun






‹informal›

 empty talk that is intended to impress




•
 
they dismissed the theory as a load of hot air.



















hot-air balloon

 
//






noun




see balloon
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













hotbed

 
/ˈhätˌbed/






noun



1.
 
a bed of earth heated by fermenting manure, for raising or forcing plants.




2.
 
an environment promoting the growth of something, especially something unwelcome




•
 
the country was 
a hotbed of

 revolt and dissension.



















hot-blooded

 
/ˈhät ˈblədəd/






adjective




lustful; passionate




•
 
hot-blooded, pulse-pounding passion.



















hot box






noun



1.
 


[Railroads]

 an overheated axle box or journal box.




2.
 
another term for sweatbox
 (
sense

 1).













hot button






noun

 — (often as 
modifier

 
hot-button

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a topic or issue that is highly charged emotionally or politically




•
 
the hot-button issue of nuclear waste disposal.



















hotcake

 
/ˈhätˌkāk /

 
hot cake





I.
 
noun




a pancake.








II.
 
phrases





sell like hotcakes








‹informal›

 be sold quickly and in large quantities.

















hot cathode






noun




a cathode designed to be heated in order to emit electrons.













hot chocolate

 
hot cocoa






noun




a hot drink made with milk or water and chocolate or powdered chocolate




•
 
we sat in front of the fire and sipped hot chocolate




•
 
she had a latte and I had a hot chocolate.




















hotchpot

 
/ˈhäCHˌpät/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the reunion and blending together of properties for the purpose of securing equal division, especially of the property of an intestate parent.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘hodgepodge’): from Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
hochepot

 , from 
hocher

 ‘to shake’ (probably of Low German origin) + 
pot

 ‘pot.’






hotchpotch

 
/ˈhäCHˌpäCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 variant of hodgepodge
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a mutton stew with mixed vegetables.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of hotchpot
 .





hot cross bun






noun




a bun marked with a cross and containing dried fruit, traditionally eaten during Lent.













hot desk





I.
 
noun




(in an office) a desk allocated to a worker when required or on a rotating system, rather than belonging to a particular worker




•
 
many believe that hot desks could in fact hurt productivity




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hot desk environment.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use a desk as required or on a rotating system, rather than having one's own desk




•
 
in the modern office people are likely to hot-desk.



















hot-desking

 
/ˈhätˌdeskiNG/






noun




the practice in an office of allocating desks to workers when they are required or on a rotating system, rather than giving each worker their own desk.













hot diggity

 
/ˌhät ˈdiɡədē/





I.
 
exclamation






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used to express excitement or delight




•
 
hot diggity, I'm excited to get to use it!




•
 
I just won a hundred bucks—
hot diggity dog!






•
 


hot diggity damn

 , this thing does everything.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of hot dog
 .






hot dog

 
/ˈhä(d) ˌdäɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frankfurter, especially one served hot in a long, soft roll and topped with various condiments




•
 
he's ordering a hot dog




•
 
a package of hot dogs.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who shows off, especially a skier or surfer who performs stunts or tricks.








II.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express delight or enthusiastic approval




•
 
hot dog! I've finally found something I can do that you can't.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 perform stunts or tricks; show off




•
 
he chastised the dancers who'd been hotdogging.














IV.
 
derivatives





hotdogger






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally US college slang, probably influenced by a popular belief that the sausages contained dog meat.






hotel

 
/hōˈtel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment providing accommodations, meals, and other services for travelers and tourists.




2.
 
a code word representing the letter H, used in radio communication.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
hôtel

 , from Old French 
hostel

 (see hostel
 ).





hôtel de ville

 
/ōˌtel də ˈvēl/






noun




(in France) a city hall or town hall.













hotelier

 
/ˌôtelˈyā hōdlˈir/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns or manages a hotel.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
hôtelier

 , from Old French 
hostelier

 ‘innkeeper’ (see hostelry
 ).





hoteling

 
/hōˈteliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the short-term provision of office space to a temporary worker.




2.
 
the short-term letting of surplus office space to employees from other companies.











– origin

 from 
hotel

 + 
-ing

 .






hot flash






noun




a sudden feeling of feverish heat, typically as a symptom of menopause.













hot flush

 
/ˌhät ˈfləSH/






noun




British term for hot flash
 .













hotfoot

 
/ˈhätˌfo͝ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
hotfoot it

 ) [with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


1.
 
walk or run quickly and eagerly




•
 
we hotfooted it after him.














II.
 
adverb




in eager haste




•
 
he rushed hotfoot to the planning office to object.



















hothead

 
/ˈhätˌhed/






noun




a person who is impetuous or who easily becomes angry and violent.













hotheaded

 
/ˈhätˌhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




having an impetuous or quick-tempered nature




•
 
a hot-headed youth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hotheadedly

 
/ˈhätˈˌhedədlē /






adverb













2.
 
hotheadedness

 
/ˈhätˈˌhedədnəs /






noun





















hothouse

 
/ˈhätˌhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heated building, typically made largely of glass, for rearing plants out of season or in a climate colder than is natural for them.




2.
 
an environment that encourages the rapid growth or development of someone or something, especially in a stifling or intense way


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the hothouse atmosphere of the college.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
educate (a child) to a high level at an earlier age than is usual.













hot key

 
/ˈhät ˌkē/






noun






[Computing]

 a key or a combination of keys providing quick access to a particular function within a program.













hotline

 
/ˈhätˌlīn /

 
hot line






noun




a direct telephone line set up for a specific purpose, especially for use in emergencies or for communication between heads of government




•
 
a domestic violence hotline.



















hotlink

 
/ˈhätliNGk /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a connection between documents or applications that enables material from one source to be incorporated into another, in particular a facility that automatically updates material in a document when an alteration is made to the document from which it originated.




2.
 
a hypertext link.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
connect (two documents) by means of a hotlink.













hotlist

 
/ˈhätlist/






noun






[Computing]

 a personal list of favorite or most frequently accessed websites compiled by an Internet user.













hotly

 
/ˈhätlē/






adverb




in a passionate, excited, or angry way




•
 
the rumors were hotly denied




•
 
hotly debated issues.



















hot mess






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing that is spectacularly unsuccessful or disordered, especially one that is a source of peculiar fascination




•
 
this outfit is definitely a hot mess




•
 
she is out of control and a total hot mess.



















hot metal






noun




a typesetting technique in which type is newly made each time from molten metal, cast by a composing machine.













hot mic

 
hot mike






noun






‹informal›

 a microphone that is turned on, in particular one that amplifies or broadcasts a spoken remark that is intended to be private




•
 
she didn't realize that her snarky comments were being said into a hot mic




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an embarrassing hot mic moment.



















hot money

 
/hät ˈmənē/






noun




capital that is frequently transferred between financial institutions in an attempt to maximize interest or capital gain.













hot pants

 
/ˈhät ˌpants/






plural noun




tight, brief women's shorts, worn as a fashion garment.













hot pepper






noun




any of several varieties of pungent pepper used dried or chopped as a condiment.













hot plate

 
/ˈhät ˌplāt/






noun




a flat heated surface (or a set of these), typically portable, used for cooking food or keeping it hot.













hot pot

 
/ˈhät ˌpät /

 
hotpot






noun






(Brit.)

 a casserole of meat and vegetables, typically with a covering layer of sliced potato.













hot potato

 
/ˌhät pəˈtādō/






noun






‹informal›

 a controversial issue or situation that is awkward or unpleasant to deal with




•
 
dog registration has become a political hot potato.



















hot press





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device in which paper or cloth is pressed between glazed boards and hot metal plates in order to produce a smooth or glossy surface.




2.
 
a hot press used in making plywood.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
press with a hot press.













hot rod

 
/ˈhät ˌräd/





I.
 
noun




a motor vehicle that has been specially modified to give it extra power and speed.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — drive a hot rod.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — modify (a vehicle or other device) to make it faster or more powerful.








III.
 
derivatives





hot rodder

 
hot-rodder






noun





















hot sauce






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a spicy sauce or condiment made with chili peppers




•
 
he puts hot sauce on everything




•
 
capsaicin is the same substance that gives chilies and hot sauces their heat.



















hot seat

 
/ˈhät ˌsēt/






noun

 — (
the hot seat

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the position of a person who carries full responsibility for something, including facing criticism or being answerable for decisions or actions




•
 
it's been a bad week for the men 
in the hot seat

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 the electric chair.













hot shoe

 
/hät SHo͞o/






noun






[Photography]

 a socket on a camera with direct electrical contacts for an attached flashgun or other accessory.













hotshot

 
/ˈhätˌSHät/






noun






‹informal›

 an important or exceptionally able person




•
 
these three hotshots decide what's what at the firm.



















hot spot

 
hotspot






noun



1.
 
a small area or region with a relatively hot temperature in comparison to its surroundings.




2.
 
a very hot and dry place where a fire is likely to start, or where a fire has been burning




•
 
most of the fires were out Monday, but crews were still watching for hot spots.










3.
 


[Geology]

 an area of volcanic activity, especially where this is isolated.




4.
 
a place of significant activity or danger




•
 
a hot spot of commerce




•
 
they identified eight pollution hotspots at the mouth of the Thames.










5.
 
a popular place of entertainment




•
 
she knew all the Manhattan hot spots for classy blues and retro jazz.










6.
 
an area on a computer screen that can be clicked to activate a function.




7.
 
a public place with an available wireless signal for Internet access.













hot spring

 
/hät spriNG/






noun




a spring of naturally hot water, typically heated by subterranean volcanic activity.













Hot Springs






a spa city in central Arkansas; pop. 39,467 (est. 2008).









hotspur

 
/ˈhätspər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a rash, impetuous person.











– origin

 late Middle English: literally ‘a person whose spur is hot from rash or constant riding.’





Hotspur

 
/ˈhätspər/






the nickname of Sir Henry Percy (see Percy, Sir Henry
 ).









hot-stove

 
/ˈhätˌstōv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 denoting a discussion about a favorite sport carried on during the off-season




•
 
hot-stove speculation




•
 
these postseason fans—known as the hot-stove league—will be in here all winter arguing about the strike zone.

















– origin

 1950s: by association with discussions conducted around a heater in the winter.





hot-stove league






noun






‹informal›

 sports fans, especially baseball fans in the off season, who discuss players, teams, and the upcoming season.













hot stuff

 
/ˈˌhät ˈstəf/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to a person or thing of outstanding quality, interest, or talent




•
 
he's hot stuff at arithmetic.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to a sexually exciting person, movie, book, etc.




•
 
Jill was reputed to be hot stuff.



















hot-swap

 
/ˈhätˌswäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 fit or replace (a computer part) with the power still connected.








II.
 
derivatives





hot-swappable






adjective





















hotsy-totsy

 
/ˌhätsē ˈtätsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used as a term of approval




•
 
hotsy-totsy rhythms thrill the air.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 another term for hoity-toity
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: reduplication of hot
 , a fanciful formation by Billie de Beck (died 1942), US cartoonist.





hot-tempered

 
/ˌhätˈtempərd/






adjective




easily angered; quick-tempered.













Hottentot

 
/ˈhätnˌtät/





I.
 
noun, adjective






‹offensive›

 used to refer to Khoikhoi peoples.











– origin

 Dutch, perhaps from a Nama dancing song, transferred by Dutch sailors to the people themselves, or from German 
hotteren-totteren

 ‘stutter’ (with reference to their language, in which clicking sounds are used). / 
usage:

 The word 
Hottentot

 is first recorded in the late 17th century and was a name applied by white Europeans to the Khoikhoi. It is now regarded as offensive with reference to people and should always be avoided in favor of 
Khoikhoi

 or the names of the particular peoples. The only standard use for 
Hottentot

 in modern use is in the names of animals and plants.





hot ticket

 
/hät ˈtikit/






noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing that is much in demand




•
 
he's the current hot ticket on the hard-core hip-hop block




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a hot-ticket invitation.



















hottie

 
/ˈhädē /

 
hotty





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a sexually attractive person




•
 
a former high school hottie who married a prom queen.

















– origin

 from 
hot

 + 
-ie

 or 
-y

 .





hot tip






noun




a very reliable prediction or piece of inside information




•
 
I had a hot tip on a horse in the third race.



















hot tub

 
/ˈhät ˌtəb/






noun




a large tub filled with hot aerated water used for recreation or physical therapy.













hot war

 
/ˈhät ˌwôr/






noun




a war with active military hostilities.













hot-water bottle

 
hot-water bag






noun




a flat, oblong container, typically made of rubber, that is filled with hot water and used for warmth.













hot-wire

 
/ˈhät ˌwī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 start the engine of (a vehicle) by bypassing the ignition system, typically in order to steal it.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an electrical instrument) depending on the expansion of a wire when heated or on a change in the electrical resistance of a wire when heated or cooled




•
 
a hot-wire detector.



















hot yoga






noun




a style of yoga performed in hot and humid conditions, typically Bikram yoga




•
 
my wife does hot yoga, sweating in a furnace-like studio.



















houbara

 
/ho͞oˈbärə /

 
houbara bustard





I.
 
noun




a bustard of arid open country and semidesert, found from the Canary Islands to central Asia and threatened by hunting.

[
Chlamydotis undulata

 , family 
Otidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Arabic 
ḥubārā

 .





Houdini, Harry

 
/ho͞oˈdēnē/





I.
 
(1874–1926), US magician and escape artist; born in Hungary; born 
Erik Weisz

 . In the early 1900s, he became known for his ability to escape from all kinds of bonds and containers, from prison cells to aerially suspended straitjackets.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — a person skilled at escaping




•
 
you're a regular Houdini.










III.
 
an ingenious escape




•
 
he will have to 
do a Houdini

 to escape from me.















Houma






a city in southeastern Louisiana, in the Cajun Country, southwest of New Orleans; pop. 32,512 (est. 2008).










hound

 
/hound/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of a breed used for hunting, especially one able to track by scent.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who avidly pursues something




•
 
he has a reputation as a publicity hound.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a despicable or contemptible man.




4.
 
used in names of dogfishes, e.g., 
nurse hound

 , 
smooth hound

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
harass, persecute, or pursue relentlessly




•
 
a tenacious attorney general who had hounded Jimmy Hoffa and other labor bosses




•
 
he led the race from start to finish but was hounded all the way by Phillips




•
 
his opponents used the allegations to 
hound

 him 
out of office

 .














III.
 
phrases





ride to hounds






see ride
 .















– origin

 Old English 
hund

 (in the general sense ‘dog’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hond

 and German 
Hund

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
kuōn

 , 
kun-

 ‘dog.’





hound's-tongue

 
/ˈhoun(d)zˌtəNG/






noun




a tall plant of the borage family that has a mousy smell and bears long silky hairs, small purplish flowers, and tongue-shaped leaves.

[
Cynoglossum officinale

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]













houndstooth

 
/ˈhoun(d)zˌto͞oTH/






noun




a large checked pattern with notched corners suggestive of a canine tooth, typically used in cloth for jackets and suits.













houngan

 
/ˈho͞oNGɡən/





I.
 
noun




a voodoo priest.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Fon, from 
hun

 , a deity represented by a fetish, + 
ga

 ‘chief.’






hour

 
/ou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of time equal to a twenty-fourth part of a day and night and divided into 60 minutes




•
 
an extra hour of daylight




•
 
rates have ranged from $9 to $32 an hour




•
 [as 
modifier

 , usu. with preceding numeral]
 
a two-hour operation.










2.
 
a less definite period of time




•
 
during the early hours of the morning.










3.
 
the distance traveled in one hour




•
 
Ocean City is less than an hour away.










4.
 
a point in time




•
 
I wondered if my last hour had come.










5.
 
a time of day specified as an exact number of hours from midnight or midday




•
 
the clock in the sitting room 
struck the hour

 .










6.
 
[with preceding numeral] (
hours

 )
 — a time so specified on the 24-hour clock




•
 
the first bomb fell at 0051 hours.










7.
 
the time as formerly reckoned from sunrise




•
 
it was about the ninth hour.










8.
 
a fixed period of time for an activity, such as work, use of a building, etc.




•
 
shortened working hours




•
 
the dinner hour.










9.
 
(usu. 
hours

 )
 — (in the Western Church) a short service of psalms and prayers to be said at a particular time of day, especially in religious communities.




10.
 


[Astronomy]

 15° of longitude or right ascension (one twenty-fourth part of a circle).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
all hours






any time, especially outside the time considered usual for something




•
 
intruders had access at all hours




•
 
teenagers expect to be allowed to stay out 
to all hours

 .















2.
 
keep late hours






get up and go to bed late.









3.
 
keep regular hours






do the same thing at the same time every day.









4.
 
on the hour






at an exact hour, or on each hour, of the day or night




•
 
news bulletins on the hour.















5.
 
within the hour






after less than an hour.















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
ure

 , via Latin from Greek 
hōra

 ‘season, hour.’





hourglass

 
/ˈou(ə)rˌɡlas/






noun



1.
 
an invertible device with two connected glass bulbs containing sand that takes an hour to pass from the upper to the lower bulb.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — shaped like an hourglass




•
 
her hourglass figure.



















hour hand

 
/ˈou(ə)r ˌhand/






noun




the hand on a clock or watch that indicates the hour.













houri

 
/ˈho͞orē/





I.
 
noun




a beautiful young woman, especially one of the virgin companions of the faithful in the Muslim Paradise.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Persian 
ḥūrī

 , from Arabic 
ḥūr

 , plural of 
'aḥwar

 ‘having eyes with a marked contrast of black and white.’





hour-long

 
/ˈou(ə)rˌlôNG /

 
hourlong






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lasting for one hour.













hourly

 
/ˈou(ə)rlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or occurring every hour




•
 
there is an hourly bus service.










2.
 
(with numeral or fraction) occurring at intervals measured in hours




•
 
diamorphine was prescribed at four-hourly doses




•
 
trains run at half-hourly intervals.










3.
 
reckoned hour by hour




•
 
to introduce standard fees instead of hourly rates.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
every hour




•
 
sunscreens should be applied hourly




•
 
a train runs hourly from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.










2.
 
(with numeral or fraction) at intervals measured in hours




•
 
temperature should be recorded four-hourly.










3.
 
by the hour




•
 
hourly paid workers.










4.
 
frequently; continually




•
 
her curiosity was mounting hourly.



















Housatonic River

 
/ˌho͞osəˌtänik ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 130 miles (210 km) from the Berkshire Hills in western Massachusetts through Connecticut to Long Island Sound.










house





I.
 
noun

 — 
/hous /



1.
 
a building for human habitation, especially one that is lived in by a family or small group of people.




2.
 
the people living in a house; a household




•
 
do you want the whole house woken up?










3.
 
(often 
House

 )
 — a family or family lineage, especially a noble or royal one; a dynasty




•
 
the power and prestige of 
the house of

 Stewart.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a building in which animals live or in which things are kept




•
 
a reptile house.










5.
 
a building in which people meet for a particular activity




•
 
a house of prayer.










6.
 
a business or institution




•
 
he had purchased a publishing house.










7.
 
a restaurant or inn


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
I ordered a bottle of their house wine.










8.
 
a residential hall at a school or college, or its residents.




9.
 
a theater




•
 
a hundred musicians performed in front of a full house.










10.
 
an audience in a theater or concert venue




•
 
the house burst into applause.










11.
 
a religious community that occupies a particular building




•
 
the Cistercian house at Clairvaux.










12.
 


‹dated›

 a brothel.




13.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹formal›

 a college of a university.




14.
 
a legislative or deliberative assembly




•
 
the sixty-member National Council, the country's upper house.










15.
 
(
the House

 )
 — the House of Representatives or (in the UK or Canada) the House of Commons or Lords.




16.
 
(also 
house music

 )
 — a style of popular dance music typically using synthesized drum and bass lines, sparse repetitive vocals, and a fast beat.




17.
 


[Astrology]

 any of the twelve divisions of the celestial sphere, based on the positions of the ascendant and midheaven at a given time and place, and determined by any of a number of methods.




18.
 
a celestial division represented as a sector on an astrological chart, used in allocating elements of character and circumstance to different spheres of human life.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/hous /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal or plant) kept in, frequenting, or infesting buildings.




2.
 
of or relating to a business, institution, or society




•
 
a house journal.










3.
 
(of a band or group) resident or regularly performing in a club or other venue.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/houz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a person or animal) with shelter or living quarters




•
 
attempts by the government to house the poor.










2.
 
provide space for; accommodate




•
 
the museum houses a collection of Roman sculpture.










3.
 
insert or fix (something) in a socket or mortise.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
like a house on fire (or afire)





a.
 


‹informal›

 vigorously; furiously.




b.
 
excellently




•
 
Ben and my aunt got along like a house on fire.















2.
 
house and home






a person's home (used for emphasis)




•
 
some people sell house and home to sit in a boat writing books.















3.
 
a house divided cannot stand








‹proverb›

 a group or organization weakened by internal dissensions will be unable to withstand external pressures.









4.
 
house of cards





a.
 
a structure built out of playing cards precariously balanced together.




b.
 
an insubstantial or insecure situation or scheme




•
 
his case was a house of cards until Attorney Jabowski stepped in.















5.
 
keep house






do the cooking, cleaning, and other tasks involved in the running of a household.









6.
 
on the house






(of a drink or meal in a bar or restaurant) at the management's expense; free.









7.
 
play house






(of a child) play at being a family in their home.









8.
 
put (or set or get) one's house in order






make necessary reforms




•
 
they need to put their own economic house in order.















9.
 
set up house






make one's home in a specified place.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
houseful

 
/ˈhousˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
houseless

 
/ˈhousləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hūs

 (noun), 
hūsian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
huis

 , German 
Haus

 (nouns), and Dutch 
huizen

 , German 
hausen

 (verbs).





house agent

 
/ˈhous ˌājənt/






noun




British term for real estate agent
 .













house arrest

 
/ˈhous əˈˌrest/






noun




the state of being kept as a prisoner in one's own house, rather than in a prison




•
 
she was placed 
under house arrest

 .



















houseboat

 
/ˈhousˌbōt/






noun




a boat that is or can be moored for use as a dwelling.













housebound

 
/ˈhousˌbound/






adjective




unable to leave one's house, typically due to illness or old age.














houseboy

 
/ˈhousˌboi/






noun




a boy or man employed to undertake domestic duties.













house brand






noun



1.
 
a brand name used exclusively by a retailer (or a selected group of retailers) for a product or line of products that are typically sold for prices lower than that of comparable items with manufacturer brand names.




2.
 
a product bearing a brand name used by the retailer and sold for a lower price




•
 
don't get the expensive coffee, get the house brand.




















housebreak

 
/ˈhousbrāk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 train (a pet) to urinate and defecate outside the house or only in a special place




•
 
an elephant is exceedingly difficult to housebreak




•
 (as 
adj.

 
housebroken

 )
 
wolves are almost never housebroken.



















housebreaking

 
/ˈhousˌbrākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of breaking into a building, especially in daytime, to commit a crime.








II.
 
derivatives





housebreaker

 
/ˈhousˌbrākər /






noun





















housebuilding

 
/ˈhousˌbildiNG/





I.
 
noun




the trade or activity of building houses.








II.
 
derivatives





housebuilder






noun





















house call






noun




a visit made to a patient or client in their own home by a doctor or other professional




•
 
some barbers and hairdressers can make house calls.



















housecarl

 
/ˈhouskärl /

 
housecarle





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of the bodyguard of a Danish or English king or noble.











– origin

 late Old English 
hūscarl

 , from Old Norse 
húskarl

 ‘manservant,’ (plural) ‘retinue, bodyguard,’ from 
hús

 ‘house’ + 
karl

 ‘man.’





house cat






noun



1.
 
a domestic cat, especially one kept as a household pet




•
 
the most surprising thing they found is that the majority of the house cats weren't hunters.










2.
 
a pet cat that is kept exclusively indoors




•
 
it could be that Penelope is a house cat and isn't used to being outdoors.



















house church






noun




a charismatic church independent of traditional denominations, especially one meeting in a private house.













housecleaning

 
/ˈhousˌklēniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the action or process of cleaning the inside of a house or apartment




•
 
I take care of the housecleaning, cooking, and laundry.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the removal of unwanted or superfluous elements




•
 
the new owner's housecleaning cost a lot of people their jobs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
houseclean

 
/ˈhousˌklēn /






verb













2.
 
housecleaner






noun





















housecoat

 
/ˈhousˌkōt/






noun




a woman's long, loose, lightweight robe for informal wear around the house.













house cricket






noun




a chiefly nocturnal cricket with a birdlike warble, native to North Africa and southwestern Asia. It has become established in heated buildings.

[
Acheta domesticus

 , family 
Gryllidae

 .]













housedress

 
/ˈhousdres/






noun




a simple, usually washable, dress suitable for wearing while doing housework.













housefather

 
/ˈhousˌfäT͟Hər/






noun




a man in charge of and living in a boarding school dormitory or other group residence.













house finch






noun




a red-breasted brown finch, now common from Canada to Mexico and sometimes regarded as a pest.

[
Carpodacus mexicanus

 , family 
Fringillidae

 .]













house flag






noun




a flag indicating the company that a ship belongs to.













housefly

 
/ˈhousˌflī /

 
house fly






noun




a common small fly occurring worldwide in and around human habitation. Its eggs are laid in decaying material, and the fly can be a health hazard due to its contamination of food.

[
Musca domestica

 , family 
Muscidae

 .]













house gecko






noun




a large-eyed nocturnal gecko of the Old World tropics, occupying a range of habitats including houses.

[
Hemidactylus

 , 
Gehyra

 , and other genera, family 
Gekkonidae

 : several species, including 
H. mabouia

 of Africa and tropical America, and 
G. mutilata

 of Asia.]













house guest

 
/ˈhous ˌɡest /

 
houseguest






noun




a guest staying for some days in a private house.













household

 
/ˈhousˌ(h)ōld/






noun




a house and its occupants regarded as a unit




•
 
the whole household was asleep




•
 
ten percent of households had a television




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
household appliances.



















householder

 
/ˈhousˌ(h)ōldər/






noun




a person who owns or rents a house; the head of a household.













household gods

 
/housˌ(h)ōld ɡädz/






plural noun



1.
 
gods presiding over a household, especially (in Roman History) the lares and penates.




2.
 
possessions held in esteem




•
 
the Fairley household gods—portraits and an assortment of silver.



















household name

 
household word






noun




a person or thing that is well known by the public




•
 
I'd like to sell gazillions of books and become a household name.



















household troops

 
/housˌ(h)ōld tro͞ops/






plural noun




troops employed to guard a sovereign.













house-hunt

 
/ˈhousˌhənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seek a house to buy or rent and live in.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
house-hunter

 
/ˈhousˌhən(t)ər /






noun













2.
 
house-hunting

 
/ˈhousˌhən(t)iNG /






noun





















househusband

 
/ˈhousˌhəzbənd/






noun




a man who lives with a partner and carries out household duties traditionally done by a housewife rather than working outside the home.













housekeeper

 
/ˈhousˌkēpər/





I.
 
noun




a person, typically a woman, employed to manage a household.








II.
 
derivatives





housekeep

 
/ˈhousˌkēp /






verb




(
 — 

‹dated›























housekeeping

 
/ˈhousˌkēpiNG/






noun



1.
 
the management of household affairs.




2.
 
money set aside or given for the management of household affairs




•
 
writing barely pays my part of the housekeeping.










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a department within a hotel or other residential facility that oversees the cleaning of rooms and the provision of necessities such as towels and glassware




•
 
you'll never have to nag housekeeping for a set of dry towels.










4.
 
operations such as record-keeping or maintenance in an organization or a computer that make work possible but do not directly constitute its performance.




5.
 


[Biology]

 the regulation of metabolic functions that are common to all cells


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
housekeeping genes.



















houseleek

 
/ˈhousˌlēk/






noun




a succulent plant with rosettes of fleshy leaves and small pink flowers. Houseleeks grow on walls and roofs, and are popular cultivated plants.

[
Sempervivum

 and related genera, family 
Crassulaceae

 : several species, in particular 
S. tectorum

 .]













house lights

 
/ˈhous ˌlīts /

 
houselights






plural noun




the lights in the area of a theater where the audience sits




•
 
the show ended and the house lights came up.



















house-made






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of food or drink) made or produced by the establishment in which it is sold, rather than by an external supplier




•
 
specialties include house-made sausage and hamburger made with grass-fed beef




•
 
we tried some incredible house-made limoncello infused with rhubarb.



















housemaid

 
/ˈhousˌmād/






noun




a female domestic employee, especially one who cleans reception rooms and bedrooms.













housemaid's knee

 
/ˌhousmādz ˈnē/






noun




inflammation of the fluid-filled cavity covering the kneecap, often due to excessive kneeling; bursitis.













houseman

 
/ˈhousmən/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for houseboy
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a hospital intern.













Houseman, John

 
/ˈhousmən/






(1902–88) US actor; born in Romania; born 
Jacques Haussmann

 . He is noted for his role as a law professor in the 1973 movie 
The Paper Chase

 (also the television series 1978–79).









housemaster

 
/ˈhousˌmastər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a male teacher in charge of a dormitory at a boarding school.













housemistress

 
/ˈhousˌmistris/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a female teacher in charge of a dormitory at a boarding school.













housemother

 
/ˈhousˌməT͟Hər/






noun




a woman in charge of and living in a boarding school dormitory or children's home.













house mouse

 
/houz mous/






noun




a grayish-brown mouse found abundantly as a scavenger in human dwellings. It is widely kept as a pet or experimental animal and has been bred in many varieties.

[
Mus musculus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]













House of Burgesses






noun




the lower house of the colonial Virginia legislature.














House of Commons

 
/ˈˌhous əv ˈkämənz/






(in the UK and Canada) the elected chamber of Parliament.









house of correction






noun




an institution for the short-term confinement of minor offenders.













house officer






noun






(Brit.)

 a medical intern.













house of God

 
/ˈˌhous əv ˈɡäd/






noun




a place of religious worship, especially a church.













house of ill fame

 
house of ill repute






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a brothel.













House of Lords

 
/ˈˌhous əv ˈlôrdz/





I.
 
(in the UK) the higher chamber of Parliament, composed of peers and bishops.




II.
 
a committee of specially qualified members of this, appointed as the ultimate judicial appeal court of England and Wales.









House of Representatives






the lower house of the US Congress and other legislatures, including most US state governments.









house organ

 
/houz ˈôrɡən/






noun




a periodical published by a company to be read by its employees and other interested parties and dealing mainly with its own activities.













houseparent

 
/ˈhousˌperənt/






noun




a housemother or housefather.













house party

 
/ˈhous ˌpärdē/






noun




a party at which the guests stay at a house overnight or for a few days.













houseplant

 
/ˈhousˌplant /

 
house plant






noun




a plant grown indoors.













house-proud

 
/ˈhous ˌproud/






adjective




attentive to, or preoccupied with, the care and appearance of one's home.













house rat






noun




another term for black rat
 .













houseroom

 
/ˈhousˌro͞om ˈhousˌro͝om/






noun




space or accommodations in one's house




•
 
she refused to give houseroom to the canvas her brother had bought.



















house-sit

 
/ˈhousˌsit /

 
housesit





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live in and look after a house while its owner is away.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
house-sitter

 
/ˈhousˌsidər /






noun













2.
 
house-sitting






noun





















Houses of Parliament

 
/ˈˌhouzəz əv ˈpärləmənt/






(in the UK) the Houses of Lords and Commons regarded together, or the building where they meet (the Palace of Westminster).










house sparrow

 
/ˈhous ˈˌsperō/






noun




a brown and gray sparrow that nests in the eaves and roofs of houses, common from Europe to southern Asia and introduced elsewhere.

Also called English sparrow
 . [
Passer domesticus

 , family 
Passeridae

 (or 
Ploceidae

 ).]













house style

 
/ˈhous ˌstīl/






noun




a company's preferred manner of presentation and layout of written material




•
 
the document will automatically be set out according to the house style.



















house swap





I.
 
noun




an instance of temporarily exchanging homes with another person or family, typically for a vacation




•
 
every other year we spend Christmas on the beach for free by doing a house swap.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
temporarily exchange homes with another person or family




•
 
we have house-swapped 10 times in the UK and abroad and we've had fantastic vacations.



















house swapping






noun




the practice of temporarily exchanging homes with another person or family, typically for a vacation




•
 
the secrets to successful house swapping include flexibility and open-mindedness.



















house-to-house

 
/ˈˌhous tə ˈhous/






adjective, adverb




performed at or taken to each house in turn


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a veteran salesman took a rookie on house-to-house canvassing




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
troops searched house to house for agitators.



















housetop

 
/ˈhousˌtäp/





I.
 
noun




the outer surface of the roof of a house.








II.
 
phrases





shout something from the housetops






old-fashioned way of saying shout something from the rooftops
 (see shout
 ).

















house-train

 
/ˈhousˌtrān ˈhousbrāk/






verb






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for housebreak
 .













House Un-American Activities Committee

 
HUAC






a committee of the US House of Representatives established in 1938 to investigate subversives. It became notorious for its zealous investigations of alleged communists, particularly in the late 1940s, although it was originally intended to pursue Fascists also.









housewares

 
/ˈhousˌwerz /






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 small household items such as kitchen utensils, tableware, and decorative objects




•
 
furniture and housewares by designers from Italy and France.



















housewarming

 
/ˈhousˌwôrmiNG/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a party celebrating a move to a new home




•
 
a housewarming gift.




















housewife

 
/ˈhousˌwīf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a married woman whose main occupation is caring for her family, managing household affairs, and doing housework.




2.
 

/ˈhəzif /

 — a small case for needles, thread, and other small sewing items.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
housewifely

 
/ˈhousˌwīflē /






adjective













2.
 
housewifery

 
/ˈhousˌwīf(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
husewif

 (see house
 , wife
 ).





housework

 
/ˈhousˌwərk/






noun




regular work done in housekeeping, such as cleaning, shopping, and cooking.













housey

 
/ˈhousē/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 in the style of house music.













housing1


 
/ˈhouziNG/






noun



1.
 
houses and apartments considered collectively




•
 
affordable housing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a housing development.










2.
 
the provision of accommodations




•
 
the sector that offers housing to the poorest.










3.
 
a rigid casing that encloses and protects a piece of moving or delicate equipment.




4.
 
a recess or groove cut in one piece of wood to allow another piece to be attached to it.













housing2


 
/ˈhouziNG/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a cloth covering put on a horse for protection or ornament.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘covering’): from Old French 
houce

 , from medieval Latin 
hultia

 , of Germanic origin.





housing development

 


‹Brit.›

 housing estate






noun




a residential area in which the houses have all been planned and built at the same time.













housing start






noun



1.
 
the beginning of construction of a new house.




2.
 
(
housing starts

 )
 — the number of new houses begun during a particular period, used as an indicator of economic conditions.













Housman, A. E.

 
/ˈhousmən/






(1859–1936), English poet and classical scholar; full name 
Alfred Edward Housman

 . He is chiefly remembered for his poems collected in 
A Shropshire Lad

 (1896).









Houston

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞ostən/





I.
 
an inland port in Texas, linked to the Gulf of Mexico by the Houston Ship Canal; pop. 2,242,193 (est. 2008). Since 1961, it has been a center for space research and manned space flight; it is the site of the NASA Space Center.







– origin

 named after Samuel 
Houston

 .





Houston, Samuel






(1793–1863), US soldier and politician. He led the struggle to win control of Texas and to make it part of the US. He was the first president of the republic of Texas 1836–38, 1841–44 and the first US senator from the state of Texas 1846–59. The governor of Texas 1859–61, he was ousted for refusing to swear allegiance to the Confederacy during the Civil War.









Houston, Whitney






(1963–2012) US singer and actress. Her songs, a blend of gospel, ballad, pop, rock, and rhythm and blues, include 
“Saving All My Love for You”

 (1985) and 
“I Wanna Dance with Somebody”

 (1987). She starred in the movies 
The Bodyguard

 (1992), 
Waiting to Exhale

 (1995), and 
The Preacher's Wife

 (1996).









HOV






abbreviation




high-occupancy vehicle




•
 
the left lane is for HOVs only.



















hove

 
/hōv /

 

‹chiefly Nautical›







past of heave
 .









hovel

 
/ˈhəvəl ˈhävəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, squalid, unpleasant, or simply constructed dwelling.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an open shed or outbuilding, used for sheltering cattle or storing grain or tools.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a conical building enclosing a kiln.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






hover

 
/ˈhəvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remain in one place in the air




•
 
army helicopters hovered overhead.










2.
 
remain poised uncertainly in one place or between two states




•
 
her hand 
hovered over

 the console




•
 
his expression 
hovered between

 cynicism and puzzlement.










3.
 
(of a person) wait or linger close at hand in a tentative or uncertain manner




•
 
she hovered anxiously in the background.










4.
 
remain at or near a particular level




•
 
inflation will hover around the 4 percent mark.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of remaining in the air in one place.








III.
 
derivatives





hoverer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from archaic 
hove

 ‘hover, linger,’ of unknown origin.





hoverboard

 
/ˈhəvərˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in science fiction) a means of transport resembling a skateboard that travels above the surface of the ground, ridden in a standing position




•
 
an entire generation of kids grew up wishing they could one day ride a hoverboard.

















– origin

 1980s: from hover
 + 
-board

 (as in skateboard
 ), popularized by the 1989 film 
Back to the Future Part II

 .





hovercraft

 
/ˈhəvərˌkraft/






noun




a vehicle or craft that travels over land or water on a cushion of air provided by a downward blast. A design was first patented by Christopher Cockerell (1910–99) in 1955.













hoverport

 
/ˈhəvərˌpôrt/






noun




a terminal for hovercraft.













hovertrain

 
/ˈhəvərˌtrān/






noun




a train that travels on a cushion of air.














how1


 
/hou/





I.
 
adverb

 — [usu. 
interrogative adverb

 ]


1.
 
in what way or manner; by what means




•
 
how does it work?




•
 
he did not know how he ought to behave




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he showed me how to adjust the focus.










2.
 
used to ask about the condition or quality of something




•
 
how was your vacation?




•
 
how did they play?










3.
 
used to ask about someone's physical or mental state




•
 
how are the children?




•
 
I asked how he was doing.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
adv.

 ]
 — used to ask about the extent or degree of something




•
 
how old are you?




•
 
how long will it take?




•
 
I wasn't sure how fast to go.










5.
 
used to express a strong feeling such as surprise about the extent of something




•
 
how kind it was of him




•
 
how I wish I had been there!










6.
 
[
relative adverb

 ]
 — the way in which; that




•
 
she told us how she had lived out of a suitcase for a week.










7.
 
in any way in which; however




•
 
I'll do business how I like.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
and how!








‹informal›

 very much so (used to express strong agreement)




•
 
“Did you miss me?” “And how!”















2.
 
here's how!








‹dated›

 said when drinking to someone's health.









3.
 
how about





a.
 
used to make a suggestion or offer




•
 
how about a drink?










b.
 
used when asking for information or an opinion on something




•
 
how about your company?















4.
 
the how and why






the methods and reasons for doing something




•
 
tonight's edition demystifies the how and why of television ratings.















5.
 
how come?






see come
 .









6.
 
how do?






an informal greeting.









7.
 
how do you do?






a formal greeting.









8.
 
how many






what number




•
 
how many books did you sell?















9.
 
how much






what amount or price




•
 
just how much did it cost?















10.
 
how now?








‹archaic›

 what is the meaning of this?









11.
 
how so?






how can you show that that is so?









12.
 
how's that for ——?






isn't that a remarkable instance of ——?




•
 
how's that for stereotypical thinking?





















– origin

 Old English 
hū

 ; related to Dutch 
hoe

 , also to who
 and what
 .





how2


 
/hou/





I.
 
exclamation




a greeting attributed to North American Indians (used in humorous imitation).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from Sioux 
háo

 or Omaha 
hou

 .





Howard, Catherine

 
/ˈhou-ərd/






(
c.

 1521–42), fifth wife of Henry VIII. Accused of infidelity, she confessed and was beheaded.









Howard, John Winston






(1939–), Australian Liberal statesman; prime minister 1996–2007.









Howard, Leslie






(1893–1943), English actor; born 
Leslie Howard Stainer

 . He was best known for his roles as the archetypal British gentleman in movies such as 
The Scarlet Pimpernel

 (1935) and 
Pygmalion

 (1938). Other notable movies include 
Gone with the Wind

 (1939).









Howard, Trevor






(1916–88), English actor; full name 
Trevor Wallace Howard

 . He starred in 
Brief Encounter

 (1945) and 
The Third Man

 (1949) and later played character roles in movies such as 
Gandhi

 (1982).









howbeit

 
/houˈbēit/






adverb






‹archaic›

 nevertheless; however




•
 
howbeit, I've no proof of the thing.



















howdah

 
/ˈhoudə/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a seat for riding on the back of an elephant or camel, typically with a canopy and accommodating two or more people.











– origin

 from Urdu 
haudah

 , from Arabic 
hawdaj

 ‘litter.’





how-do-you-do

 
/ˌhoudəyəˈdo͞o /

 
how-de-do
 , how-d'ye-do






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 an awkward, messy, or annoying situation




•
 
a fine how-do-you-do that would be!



















howdy

 
/ˈhoudē/





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 an informal friendly greeting, particularly associated with the western states




•
 
howdy, stranger.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of 
how d'ye

 .





Howe, Elias

 
/hou/






(1819–67), US inventor. In 1846, he patented the first sewing machine. Its principles were adapted by Isaac Merrit Singer and others in violation of Howe's patent rights, and it took a seven-year litigation battle to secure the royalties.









Howe, Gordie






(1928–), Canadian hockey player; full name 
Gordon Howe

 . A prolific scorer, he played for the Omaha Knights 1945–46, the Detroit Red Wings 1946–71, the Houston Aeros 1973–77, and the New England Whalers 1977–80. Hockey Hall of Fame (1972).









howe'er

 
/houˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




however.













Howells, William Dean

 
/ˈhou-əlz/






(1837–1920), US writer and critic. He was editor-in-chief of 
Atlantic Monthly

 magazine 1871–81. His novels include 
The Rise of Silas Lapham

 (1885) and 
A Hazard of New Fortunes

 (1890).









however

 
/houˈevər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to introduce a statement that contrasts with or seems to contradict something that has been said previously




•
 
People tend to put on weight in middle age. However, gaining weight is not inevitable.










2.
 
[
relative adverb

 ]
 — in whatever way; regardless of how




•
 
however you look at it, you can't criticize that.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
adv.

 ]
 — to whatever extent




•
 
he was hesitant to take the risk, however small.

















usage:

 When 
ever

 is used as an intensifier after how, what, when, where, or why, it should be separated by a space. Thus, 
how ever

 did you find her? could be rephrased, with no change of meaning, 
how

 did you 
ever

 find her? This rule tends to be more often followed—or more widely understood—in Britain than in the US. 
However

 in the sense of ‘no matter how’ (however gently you correct him, Peter always takes offense) should be spelled as one word. See also usage at whatever
 .





howitzer

 
/ˈhouətsər/





I.
 
noun




a short gun for firing shells on high trajectories at low velocities.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
houwitser

 , from German 
Haubitze

 , from Czech 
houfnice

 ‘catapult.’





howl

 
/houl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, loud, doleful cry uttered by an animal such as a dog or wolf.




2.
 
a loud cry of pain, fear, anger, amusement, or derision




•
 
he let out a 
howl of

 anguish




•
 


‹figurative›

 I got 
howls of

 protest from readers.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a prolonged wailing noise such as that made by a strong wind




•
 
they listened to 
the howl of

 the gale.










4.
 


[Electronics]

 a wailing noise in a loudspeaker due to electrical or acoustic feedback.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a howling sound




•
 
he howled in agony




•
 
the wind howled around the house.










2.
 
weep and cry out loudly




•
 
a baby started to howl.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
howl someone down

 )
 — shout in disapproval in order to prevent a speaker from being heard




•
 
they howled me down and called me a chauvinist.

















– origin

 Middle English 
houle

 (verb), probably imitative.





howler

 
/ˈhoulər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid or glaring mistake, especially an amusing one.




2.
 
(also 
howler monkey

 )
 — a fruit-eating monkey with a prehensile tail and a loud howling call, native to the forests of tropical America.

[Genus 
Alouatta

 , family 
Cebidae

 : several species.]













howling

 
/ˈhouliNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
producing a long, loud, doleful cry or wailing sound.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 filled with or characterized by howling




•
 
the howling wilderness.










3.
 


‹informal›

 extreme; great




•
 
the meal was a howling success.



















Howrah

 
/ˈhourə /

 
Haora






a city in eastern India, on the Hooghly River, opposite Calcutta; pop. 1,034,400 (est. 2009).









howsoe'er

 
/ˌhousōˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




howsoever.













howsoever

 
/ˌhousōˈevər /

 

‹formal archaic›






I.
 
adverb

 — [with 
adj.

 or 
adv.

 ]


1.
 
to whatever extent




•
 
any quantity howsoever small.














II.
 
conjunction




in whatever way; regardless of how




•
 
howsoever it came into being, it is good to look at.



















how-to

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
providing detailed and practical advice




•
 
read a how-to book.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a book, video, or training session that provides practical advice.




2.
 
(
how-tos

 )
 — the correct procedures for a particular activity




•
 
you will discover the how-tos of freehand drawing.



















Hoxha, Enver

 
/ˈhôjə/






(1908–85), Albanian statesman; founder of the Albanian Communist Party in 1941; prime minister 1944–54, and first secretary of the Albanian Communist Party 1954–85. He rigorously isolated Albania from Western influences and implemented a Stalinist program of nationalization and collectivization.










hoy1


 
/hoi/





I.
 
exclamation




used to attract someone's attention




•
 
“Hoy! Look!”

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in late Middle English.





hoy2


 
/hoi/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small coastal sailing vessel, typically carrying one mast rigged fore-and-aft.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
hoei

 , of unknown origin.





Hoy, Sir Chris

 
/hoi/






(1976–), Scottish cyclist; full name 
Christopher Andrew Hoy

 . A multiple world champion in track cycling, he won his sixth Olympic gold medal in 2012. He shares with Bradley Wiggins the record for the highest total number of Olympic medals won by a British athlete (seven).









hoya

 
/ˈhoiə/





I.
 
noun




a climbing or sprawling evergreen shrub with ornamental foliage and waxy flowers, native to Southeast Asia and the Pacific and grown as a greenhouse or indoor plant.

[Genus 
Hoya

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Thomas 
Hoy

 (
c.

 1750–
c.

 1821), English gardener.





hoyden

 
/ˈhoidn/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a boisterous girl.








II.
 
derivatives





hoydenish

 
/ˈhoid(ə)niSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a rude or ignorant man): probably from Middle Dutch 
heiden

 (see heathen
 ).





Hoyle

 
/hoil/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
according to Hoyle

 )


1.
 
according to plan or the rules.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of Edmond 
Hoyle

 (1672–1769), English writer on card games.





Hoyle, Sir Fred

 
/hoil/






(1915–2001), English astrophysicist and writer. He was one of the proponents of the steady state theory of cosmology, and, mainly with US physicist 
William A. Fowler

 (1911–95), described the processes of nucleosynthesis inside stars.









h.p.

 
/āCHˈpēː /

 
HP






abbreviation



1.
 
high pressure.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 hire purchase.




3.
 
horsepower.













HPF






abbreviation




highest possible frequency.













HPV






abbreviation




human papilloma virus.













HQ

 
/ˌāCH ˈkyo͞o/






abbreviation




headquarters.













hr






abbreviation




hour.













HR






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 House of Representatives.




2.
 
human resources.













Hr.






abbreviation




Herr.














Hradec Králové

 
/ˌrädets ˈkrälôve/






a town in the northern Czech Republic, on the Elbe River; pop. 94,134 (2007).

German name Königgrätz
 .









HRE






abbreviation




Holy Roman Empire or Emperor.













H. Rept.






abbreviation




House Report.













H. Res.






abbreviation




House Resolution.













HRH

 
/ˈˌāCH ˈˌär ˈāCH/






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Her or His Royal Highness (as a title)




•
 
HRH Prince Philip.




















Hrodna

 
/ˈKHrôdnə/






a city in western Belarus, on the Neman River, near the borders with Poland and Lithuania; pop. 338,200 (est. 2009).

Russian name Grodno
 .









hrs






abbreviation




hours.













HRT

 
/äːr/






abbreviation




hormone replacement therapy.














Hrvatska

 
/ˈKH(ə)rvatskä, ˈhərvätskä/






Croatian name for Croatia
 .









hryvna

 
/ˈ(h)rivnə /

 
hryvnia





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Ukraine, equal to 100 kopiykas.











– origin

 from Ukrainian 
gryvnya

 ‘3-kopek coin of pre-independent Ukraine,’ from Old Russian 
grivina

 ‘necklace, ring, coin.’





Hs






symbol




the chemical element hassium.













HSA






abbreviation





health savings account
 .













HSGT






abbreviation




high speed ground transit.













HSH






abbreviation




Her or His Serene Highness (as a title)




•
 
HSH Prince Rainer.



















HST






abbreviation



1.
 
hypersonic transport.




2.
 
Hubble Space Telescope.













HT






abbreviation



1.
 
halftime.




2.
 
(electrical) high tension.













HTLV






abbreviation




human T cell lymphotropic virus.













HTLV-I






abbreviation



1.
 
T-cell lymphotrophic virus type I.




2.
 
human lymphotropic virus, type 1.













HTLV-III






abbreviation




human T-cell lymphotropic virus, type III.













HTML

 
/ˌāCH ˌtē ˌem ˈel/






noun






[Computing]

 Hypertext Markup Language, a standardized system for tagging text files to achieve font, color, graphic, and hyperlink effects on World Wide Web pages.













Hts.






abbreviation




Heights.













HTTP






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Hypertext Transfer (or Transport) Protocol, the data transfer protocol used on the World Wide Web.













H2O

 
H2
 O





I.
 
noun




water (the chemical symbol, as used in non-scientific contexts)




•
 
if you spend a leisurely ten minutes washing and rinsing, you'll be going through gallons of H20.

















– origin

 from H
 2
 , chemical symbol for hydrogen, + 2 + O
 2
 , chemical symbol for oxygen.





HUAC

 
/ˈhyo͞o-ak/






abbreviation




House Un-American Activities Committee.













Huaibei

 
/ˌhwīˈbā/






an industrial city in northern Anhui province, in eastern China, southwest of Xuzhou; pop. 674,200 (est. 2006).









Huainan

 
/ˌhwīˈnän/






a city in east central China, in the province of Anhui; pop. 932,200 (est. 2006).









Huallaga

 
/wäˈyäɡä/






a river in central Peru, one of the headwaters of the Amazon River. Rising in the central Andes, it flows northeast for 700 miles (1,100 km) to the Amazon Basin at Lagunas.










Huambo

 
/ˈwämbō/






a city in the mountains in western Angola; pop. 294,100 (est. 2004). Founded in 1912, it was known by its Portuguese name of Nova Lisboa until 1978.










Huang Hai

 
/ˈhwäNG ˈhī/






Chinese name for Yellow Sea
 .










Huang Ho

 
/ˌhwaNG ˈhō /

 
Huang He






Chinese name for Yellow River
 .









Huangshi

 
/ˈhwäNGˈSHē/






an industrial city in Hubei province, in east central China, on the Yangtze River, south of Wuhan; pop. 628,000 (est. 2006). Formerly called 
Hwangshih

 .









huarache

 
/wəˈräCHē /

 
guarache





I.
 
noun




a leather-thonged sandal, originally worn by Mexican Indians.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Mexican Spanish.





Huascarán

 
/ˌwäskəˈrän/






an extinct volcano in the Peruvian Andes, in western central Peru, that rises to 22,205 feet (6,768 m). It is the highest peak in Peru.










hub

 
/həb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the central part of a wheel, rotating on or with the axle, and from which the spokes radiate.




2.
 
the effective center of an activity, region, or network




•
 
the city has always been the financial hub of the country




•
 
Denver became a regional economic hub for a large part of the western United States




•
 
the kitchen was the hub of family life.










3.
 
a central airport or other transport facility from which many services operate




•
 
some new flights are being based in cities that are not traditional international hubs.




•
 
the city's major transportation hub for bus and rail.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
major hub airports have grown up all over the world.














II.
 
phrases





hub-and-spoke






denoting a system of air transportation in which local airports offer flights to a central airport where international or long-distance flights are available.















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a shelf at the side of a fireplace used for heating pans): of unknown origin (compare with hob
 1
 ).





hubba hubba

 
/ˌhəbə ˈhəbə/





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express approval, excitement, or enthusiasm, especially with regard to a person's appearance




•
 
In walks the willowy Juanita. Hubba hubba!




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
they parodied her hubba-hubba image.

















– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





Hubbard squash

 
/ˈhəbərd ˌskwäSH/






noun




a winter squash of a variety with a green or yellow rind and yellow flesh.













Hubble, Edwin Powell

 
/ˈhəbəl/






(1889–1953), US astronomer. He studied galaxies and devised a classification scheme for them. In 1929, he proposed what is now known as Hubble's law with its constant of proportionality (Hubble's constant). The Hubble Space Telescope, deployed in space in 1990, is named for him.









hubble-bubble

 
/ˈhəb(ə)lˌbəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a hookah.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: imitative repetition of bubble
 .





Hubble classification

 

‹Astronomy›







a simple method of describing the shapes of galaxies, using subdivisions of each of four basic types (elliptical, spiral, barred spiral, and irregular). Hubble's suggestion that they form an evolutionary sequence is no longer accepted.









Hubble's constant

 

‹Astronomy›







the ratio of the speed of recession of a galaxy (due to the expansion of the universe) to its distance from the observer. The reciprocal of the constant is called 
Hubble time

 and represents the length of time for which the universe has been expanding, and hence the age of the universe.









Hubble's law

 

‹Astronomy›







a law stating that the redshifts in the spectra of distant galaxies (and hence their speeds of recession) are proportional to their distance.









Hubble Space Telescope






an orbiting astronomical observatory launched in 1990. The telescope's high-resolution images are far better than can be obtained from the earth's surface.









hubbub

 
/ˈhəbəb/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a chaotic din caused by a crowd of people




•
 
a hubbub of laughter and shouting.










2.
 
a busy, noisy situation




•
 
she fought through the hubbub.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps of Irish origin; compare with the Irish exclamations 
ababú

 , 
abú

 , used in battle cries.





hubby

 
/ˈhəbē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a husband.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: familiar abbreviation.





hubcap

 
/ˈhəbˌkap/






noun




a metal or plastic cover for the hub of a motor vehicle's wheel.














Hubei

 
/ˌho͞oˈbā /

 
Hupeh






a province in eastern China; capital, Wuhan.









Hubli

 
/ˈho͝oblē /

 
Hubli-Dharwad
 , Hubli-Dharwar






a city in southwestern India; pop. 892,300 (est. 2009). It was united with the adjacent city of Dharwad in 1961.









hubris

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞obrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive pride or self-confidence.




2.
 
(in Greek tragedy) excessive pride toward or defiance of the gods, leading to nemesis.











– origin

 Greek.





hubristic

 
/(h)yo͞oˈbristik/






adjective




excessively proud or self-confident




•
 
a hubristic belief in his own self-proclaimed genius.



















huchen

 
/ˈho͞okən/





I.
 
noun




a large, slender, nonmigratory fish of the salmon family that lives only in the Danube River system.

[
Hucho hucho

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German.





huck

 
/hək/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 throw (something)




•
 
people have been hucking trash into the trees.

















– origin

 1970s: perhaps an alteration of chuck
 1
 .





huckaback

 
/ˈhəkəˌbak/





I.
 
noun




a strong linen or cotton fabric with a rough surface, used for toweling.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





huckleberry

 
/ˈhəkəlˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, round, edible blue-black berry related to the blueberry.




2.
 
the low-growing North American shrub of the heath family that bears this fruit.

[Genus 
Gaylussacia

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, including the common 
black huckleberry

 (
G. baccata

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably originally a dialect name for the blueberry (though early evidence is lacking), from dialect 
huckle

 ‘hip, haunch’ (because of the plant's jointed stems).






huckster

 
/ˈhəkstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who sells small items, either door-to-door or from a stall or small store.




2.
 
a mercenary person eager to make a profit out of anything.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a publicity agent or advertising copywriter, especially for radio or television.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 promote or sell (something, typically a product of questionable value).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 bargain; haggle.








III.
 
derivatives





hucksterism

 
/-izəm /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘retailer at a stall, hawker’): probably of Low German origin.





HUD

 
/həd ˌāCHˌyo͞oˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 
(Department of) Housing and Urban Development.




2.
 
head-up display.













Huddersfield

 
/ˈhədərzˌfēld/






a town in West Yorkshire, northern England; pop. 136,500 (est. 2009).










huddle

 
/ˈhədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crowd together; nestle closely




•
 
they 
huddled together

 for warmth.










2.
 
curl one's body into a small space




•
 
the watchman remained, huddled under his canvas shelter.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 draw together for an informal, private conversation




•
 
selection committee members huddled with attorneys.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 heap together in a disorderly manner




•
 
a man with his clothes all huddled on anyhow.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a crowded or confused mass of people or things




•
 
a 
huddle of

 barns and outbuildings.










2.
 
a brief gathering of players during a game to receive instructions, especially in football.




3.
 
a small group of people holding an informal, private conversation.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 confusion; bustle.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘conceal’): perhaps of Low German origin.





Hudson

 
/ˈhədsən/






a town in southern New Hampshire, on the Merrimack River; pop. 24,771 (est. 2008).









Hudson, Henry






(
c.

 1565–1611), English explorer. He discovered the North American bay, river, and strait that bear his name. In 1610, he attempted to winter in Hudson Bay, but his crew mutinied and set Hudson and a few companions adrift, never to be seen again.









Hudson Bay

 
/ˈhədsən ˌbā/





I.
 
an inland sea—the largest in the world—in northeastern Canada. It is connected to the North Atlantic Ocean via Hudson Strait.







– origin

 named after the explorer Henry 
Hudson

 , who discovered it in 1610.





Hudsonian

 
/hədˈsōnēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Hudson Bay and the surrounding land.




2.
 


[Biology]

 denoting a biogeographical zone represented by the territory around the bay (north of the tree line from Labrador to Alaska).













Hudson River





I.
 
a river in eastern New York, that rises in the Adirondack Mountains and flows south for 350 miles (560 km) into the Atlantic Ocean at New York City.







– origin

 named after Henry 
Hudson

 , who in 1609 sailed 150 miles (240 km) up the river as far as Albany.





Hudson's Bay blanket

 
Hudson Bay blanket





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a durable woolen blanket, typically with wide colored stripes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally sold by the 
Hudson's Bay

 Company and frequently used as material for coats.





Hudson's Bay Company






a British colonial trading company set up in 1670 and granted all lands draining into Hudson Bay for purposes of commercial exploitation, principally trade in fur.









hue

 
/(h)yo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a color or shade




•
 
her face lost its golden hue




•
 
verdigris is greenish-yellow in hue.










2.
 
the attribute of a color by virtue of which it is discernible as red, green, etc., and which is dependent on its dominant wavelength, and independent of intensity or lightness.




3.
 
character; aspect




•
 
men of all political hues submerged their feuds.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hued






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
rainbow-hued



















2.
 
hueless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hīw

 , 
hēow

 (also ‘form, appearance,’ obsolete except in Scots), of Germanic origin; related to Swedish 
hy

 ‘skin, complexion.’ The sense ‘color, shade’ dates from the mid 19th cent.





Hué

 
/(h)wā/






a city in central Vietnam; pop. 233,800 (est. 2009).









hue and cry

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞o ən ˈkrī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud clamor or public outcry.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a loud cry calling for the pursuit and capture of a criminal. In former English law the cry had to be raised by the inhabitants of a hundred in which a robbery had been committed if they were not to become liable for the damages suffered by the victim.











– origin

 late Middle English: from the Anglo-Norman French legal phrase 
hu e cri

 , literally ‘outcry and cry,’ from Old French 
hu

 ‘outcry’ (from 
huer

 ‘to shout’).





Hueco Mountains

 
/ˌwākō ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in southern New Mexico and western Texas, near El Paso, that rises to 6,717 feet (2,049 m).









huevos rancheros

 
/ˈwāvōs ranˈCHerōs, rän-/






noun




a dish of fried or poached eggs served on a tortilla with a spicy tomato sauce.













huff

 
/həf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
blow out loudly; puff




•
 
he was huffing under a heavy load.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (one's annoyance or offense)




•
 
he huffed out his sudden irritation.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 sniff fumes from (gasoline or solvents) for a euphoric effect




•
 
kids that are huffing spray paint like crazy.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a fit of petty annoyance




•
 
she walked off 
in a huff

 .














III.
 
phrases





huff and puff





a.
 
breathe heavily with exhaustion.




b.
 
express one's annoyance in an obvious or threatening way.












IV.
 
derivatives





huffish

 
/ˈhəfiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative of the sound of blowing.





huffy

 
/ˈhəfē/





I.
 
adjective




annoyed or irritated and quick to take offense at petty things




•
 
ask writers for more than a second draft and they get huffy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
huffily

 
/ˈhəfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
huffiness

 
/ˈhəfēnis /






noun





















hug

 
/həɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
squeeze (someone) tightly in one's arms, typically to express affection




•
 
he hugged her close to him




•
 
people kissed and hugged each other




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we hugged and kissed.










2.
 
hold (something) closely or tightly around or against part of one's body




•
 
he hugged his knees to his chest.










3.
 
fit tightly around




•
 
a pair of jeans that hugged the contours of his body.










4.
 
keep close to




•
 
I headed north, hugging the coastline all the way.










5.
 
(
hug oneself

 )
 — congratulate or be pleased with oneself




•
 
she hugged herself with secret joy.










6.
 
cherish or cling to (something such as a belief)




•
 
a boy hugging a secret.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of holding someone tightly in one's arms, typically to express affection




•
 
there were hugs and tears as they were reunited.










2.
 
a squeezing grip in wrestling.








III.
 
derivatives





huggable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian 
hugga

 ‘comfort, console.’






huge

 
/(h)yo͞oj/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely large; enormous




•
 
a huge area




•
 
he made a huge difference to the team.










2.
 
of considerable importance or seriousness




•
 
I have huge news to share with you




•
 
this could be the start of something huge for you.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very popular or successful




•
 
while he may be unknown in the American mainstream, he's huge in Britain.














II.
 
derivatives





hugeness

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞ojnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
ahuge

 , of unknown origin.





hugely

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞ojlē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
very much; to a great extent




•
 
a hugely expensive house.



















hugger-mugger

 
/ˈhəɡərˌməɡər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
confused; disorderly




•
 
a spirit of careless frivolity where all was hugger-mugger.










2.
 
secret; clandestine.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
confusion; muddle.




2.
 
secrecy.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): probably related to huddle
 and to dialect 
mucker

 ‘hoard money, conceal.’ This is one of a number of similar formations from late Middle English to the 16th cent., including 
hucker-mucker

 and 
hudder-mudder

 , with the basic sense ‘secrecy, concealment.’





Hughes, Charles Evans

 
/hyo͞oz/






(1862–1948), US chief justice 1930–41. A US Supreme Court associate justice 1910–16, he resigned from the Court to run against Woodrow Wilson for the presidency. He was US secretary of state 1921–25 and was appointed chief justice by President Hoover in 1930.









Hughes, Howard






(1905–76), US industrialist, movie producer, and aviator; full name 
Howard Robard Hughes

 . Having acquired a fortune through his father's tool company, he began producing movies in the 1920s and broke many world aviation records during the 1930s. He lived as a recluse for the last 25 years of his life. Notable movies: 
Hell's Angels

 (1930) and 
The Outlaw

 (1943).









Hughes, Langston






(1902–67), US writer; full name 
James Mercer Langston Hughes

 . A leading voice of the Harlem Renaissance, he began a prolific literary career with 
The Weary Blues

 (1926), a series of poems on black themes, using blues and jazz rhythms. Other poetry collections include 
The Negro Mother

 (1931) and 
Shakespeare in Harlem

 (1941).









Hughes, Ted






(1930–98), English poet; full name 
Edward James Hughes

 . His vision of the natural world as a place of violence, terror, and beauty pervades his work. He served as Britain's poet laureate 1984–98. Hughes was married to Sylvia Plath, a marriage he recounted in 
Birthday Letters

 (1998). Other notable works: 
The Hawk in the Rain

 (1957) and 
Crow

 (1970).









Hugo, Victor

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oɡō/






(1802–85), French poet, novelist, and playwright; full name 
Victor-Marie Hugo

 . His belief that theater should express both the grotesque and the sublime of human existence overturned existing conventions. Notable works: 
Hernani

 (drama, 1830), 
Les Feuilles d'automne

 (poems, 1831), 
Notre-Dame de Paris

 (novel, 1831), and 
Les Misérables

 (novel, 1862).









Huguenot

 
/ˈhyo͞oɡəˌnät/





I.
 
noun




a French Protestant of the 16th–17th centuries. Largely Calvinist, the Huguenots suffered severe persecution at the hands of the Catholic majority, and many thousands emigrated from France.











– origin

 French, alteration (by association with the name of a Geneva burgomaster, Besançon 
Hugues

 ) of 
eiguenot

 , from Dutch 
eedgenot

 , from Swiss German 
Eidgenoss

 ‘confederate,’ from 
Eid

 ‘oath’ + 
Genoss

 ‘associate.’






huh

 
/hə/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express scorn, anger, disbelief, surprise, or amusement




•
 
“Huh,” she snorted, “Over my dead body!”










2.
 
used in questions to invite agreement or further comment or to express a lack of understanding




•
 
pretty devastating, huh?

















– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the early 17th cent.





Huhehot

 
/ˌho͞ohāˈhōt/






variant of Hohhot
 .









hui

 
/ˈho͞oē/





I.
 
noun




(in Hawaii) a club or association.











– origin

 Maori and Hawaiian.





huia

 
/ˈho͞oyə/





I.
 
noun




an extinct New Zealand wattlebird with glossy black plumage, the female having a much longer and more curved bill than the male. The tail feathers were formerly prized by Maoris, and the last huia was seen in 1907.

[
Heteralocha acutirostris

 , family 
Callaeidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori, imitative of its cry.






huisache

 
/wēˈsäCHē/






noun




an acacia tree with violet-scented flowers that yield an essential oil used in perfumery, native to warm regions of America and cultivated elsewhere.

Also called sweet acacia
 , sponge tree
 . [
Acacia farnesiana

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













huitlacoche

 
/ˌwētləˈkōCHā/






noun




a fungus that grows on corn, considered a delicacy in Mexico where cooks use it to flavor food.













hula

 
/ˈho͞olə /

 
hula-hula





I.
 
noun




a dance performed by Hawaiian women, characterized by six basic steps, undulating hips, and gestures symbolizing or imitating natural phenomena or historical or mythological subjects.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Hawaiian.






hula hoop

 


‹trademark›

 Hula-Hoop





I.
 
noun




a large hoop spun around the body by gyrating the hips, for play or exercise.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
hula-hooping

 )


1.
 
spin a hula hoop around the body by gyrating the hips.




•
 
hula-hooping is back, and adults, rather than children, are driving the new craze.



















hula skirt

 
/ˈho͞olə ˌskərt/






noun




a long grass skirt as worn by a hula dancer.













hulk

 
/həlk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an old ship stripped of fittings and permanently moored, especially for use as storage or (formerly) as a prison.




2.
 
any large disused structure




•
 
hulks of abandoned machinery.










3.
 
a large or unwieldy boat or other object.




4.
 
a large, clumsy-looking person




•
 
a six-foot 
hulk of a man

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
hulc

 ‘fast ship,’ probably reinforced in Middle English by Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
hulk

 ; probably of Mediterranean origin and related to Greek 
holkas

 ‘cargo ship.’





hulking

 
/ˈhəlkiNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person or object) large, heavy, or clumsy




•
 
a hulking young man.



















hull1


 
/həl/





I.
 
noun




the main body of a ship or other vessel, including the bottom, sides, and deck but not the masts, superstructure, rigging, engines, and other fittings.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be hulled

 )


1.
 
hit and pierce the hull of (a ship) with a shell or other missile.








III.
 
derivatives





hulled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a wooden-hulled narrowboat

























– origin

 Middle English: perhaps the same word as hull
 2
 , or related to hold
 2
 .






hull2


 
/həl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer covering of a fruit or seed, especially the pod of peas and beans, or the husk of grain.




2.
 
the green calyx of a strawberry or raspberry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
hulled

 )


1.
 
remove the hulls from (fruit, seeds, or grain).











– origin

 Old English 
hulu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
huls

 , German 
Hülse

 ‘husk, pod,’ and German 
Hülle

 ‘covering,’ also to heel
 3
 .






Hull

 
/həl/






a city and port in northeastern England, situated at the junction of the Hull and Humber rivers; pop. 263,200 (est. 2009).

Official name Kingston upon Hull
 .









Hull, Bobby






(1939–), Canadian hockey player; full name 
Robert Marvin Hull, Jr.

 He played for the Chicago Blackhawks 1957–72, the Winnipeg Jets 1972–79, and the Hartford Whalers 1980–81. Hockey Hall of Fame (1983).









Hull, Cordell






(1871–1955), US statesman. His tenure as US secretary of state 1933–44 is the longest in US history. A Tennessee Democrat, he had earlier served in the US House of Representatives 1907–21, 1923–31, and the US Senate 1931–33. Nobel Peace Prize (1945).









hullabaloo

 
/ˌhələbəˈlo͞o ˈhələbəˌlo͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a commotion; a fuss




•
 
remember all the hullabaloo over the golf ball?

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: reduplication of 
hallo

 , 
hullo

 , etc.






hum1


 
/həm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a low, steady continuous sound like that of a bee




•
 
the computers hummed.










2.
 
sing with closed lips




•
 
he hummed softly to himself




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was humming a cheerful tune.










3.
 
(of a place) be filled with a low, steady continuous sound




•
 
the room 
hummed with

 an expectant murmur.










4.
 


‹informal›

 be in a state of great activity




•
 
the repair shops are humming as the tradesmen set about their various tasks.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 smell unpleasant




•
 
when the wind drops this stuff really hums.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a low, steady, continuous sound




•
 
the hum of insects




•
 
a low hum of conversation.










2.
 
an unwanted low-frequency noise in an amplifier caused by variation of electric current, especially the alternating frequency of the power lines.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hummable






adjective













2.
 
hummer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.





hum2


 
/həm/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express hesitation or dissent




•
 
“Ah, hum, Elaine, isn't it?”

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative; related to the verb hum
 1
 .






human

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of people or human beings




•
 
the human body.










2.
 
of or characteristic of people as opposed to God or animals or machines, especially in being susceptible to weaknesses




•
 
they are only human, and therefore mistakes do occur




•
 
the risk of human error.










3.
 
of or characteristic of people's better qualities, such as kindness or sensitivity




•
 
the human side of politics is getting stronger.










4.
 


[Zoology]

 of or belonging to the genus 
Homo

 .








II.
 
noun




a human being, especially a person as distinguished from an animal or (in science fiction) an alien.








III.
 
derivatives





humanness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
humaine

 , from Old French 
humain(e

 ), from Latin 
humanus

 , from 
homo

 ‘man, human being.’ The present spelling became usual in the 18th cent.; compare with humane
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at humanitarian
 .





human being






noun




a man, woman, or child of the species 
Homo sapiens

 , distinguished from other animals by superior mental development, power of articulate speech, and upright stance.













human capital






noun




the skills, knowledge, and experience possessed by an individual or population, viewed in terms of their value or cost to an organization or country.













human chain






noun



1.
 
a line of people formed for passing things quickly from one site to another.




2.
 
a line or circle of people linking hands in a protest or demonstration.













human chorionic gonadotropin

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞omən kôrēˌänik ɡōˌnadəˈtrōpən /

 
HCG






noun




a hormone produced in the human placenta that maintains the corpus luteum during pregnancy.














humane

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing compassion or benevolence




•
 
regulations ensuring the humane treatment of animals.










2.
 
inflicting the minimum of pain




•
 
humane methods of killing.










3.
 


‹formal›

 (of a branch of learning) intended to have a civilizing or refining effect on people




•
 
the center emphasizes economics as a humane discipline.














II.
 
derivatives





humaneness

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmānnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: the earlier form of human
 , restricted to the senses above in the 18th cent.





humanely

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmānlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows compassion or benevolence




•
 
livestock have to be treated humanely.










2.
 
by inflicting the minimum of pain




•
 
the dog was humanely destroyed.



















human engineering

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omən ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/






noun




the management of industrial labor, especially with regard to relationships between people and machines; ergonomics.













Human Genome Project






an international project to study the entire genetic material of a human being, completed in 2003.









human geography






noun




the branch of geography dealing with how human activity affects or is influenced by the earth's surface.













human interest

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omən ˈint(ə)rəst/






noun




the aspect of a story in the media that interests people because it describes the experiences or emotions of individuals




•
 
the conflict was not lacking in human interest




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
dry and distant matters are often treated from a human-interest angle.



















humanism

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
an outlook or system of thought attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or supernatural matters. Humanist beliefs stress the potential value and goodness of human beings, emphasize common human needs, and seek solely rational ways of solving human problems.




2.
 
(often 
Humanism

 )
 — a Renaissance cultural movement that turned away from medieval scholasticism and revived interest in ancient Greek and Roman thought.




3.
 
(among some contemporary writers) a system of thought criticized as being centered on the notion of the rational, autonomous self and ignoring the unintegrated and conditioned nature of the individual.













humanist

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an advocate or follower of the principles of humanism




•
 
efforts by secular humanists to oppose creationists.










2.
 
(often 
Humanist

 )
 — a member of the Renaissance cultural movement of humanism.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or supporting the principles of humanism




•
 
humanist philosophers




•
 
a humanist funeral.










2.
 
(often 
Humanist

 )
 — relating to or characteristic of the Renaissance humanists.













humanistic

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞oməˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or supporting the principles of humanism




•
 
humanistic values




•
 
a humanistic approach to religion.










2.
 
(often 
Humanistic

 )
 — relating to or characteristic of the Renaissance humanists.








II.
 
derivatives





humanistically

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞oməˈnistəklē /






adverb





















humanitarian

 
/(h)yo͞oˌmanəˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with or seeking to promote human welfare




•
 
groups sending humanitarian aid




•
 
a humanitarian organization.










2.
 
denoting an event or situation that causes or involves widespread human suffering, especially one that requires the large-scale provision of aid




•
 
human rights groups have warned of a worsening humanitarian crisis.














II.
 
noun




a person who seeks to promote human welfare; a philanthropist.











usage:

 The primary sense of 
humanitarian

 is 'concerned with or seeking to promote human welfare.’ Since the 1930s, a new sense, exemplified by phrases such as the worst 
humanitarian

 disaster this country has seen, has been gaining currency, and is now broadly established, especially in journalism, although it is not considered good style by all. In the Oxford English Corpus, the second most common collocation of 
humanitarian

 is 
humanitarian crisis

 .





humanitarianism

 
/(h)yo͞oˌmanəˈterēənizəm/






noun




the promotion of human welfare




•
 
a contribution made in the spirit of humanitarianism.



















humanity

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the human race; human beings collectively




•
 
appalling crimes against humanity.










2.
 
the fact or condition of being human; human nature




•
 
music is the universal language with which we can express our common humanity.










3.
 
humaneness; benevolence




•
 
he praised them for their standards of humanity, care, and dignity.










4.
 
(
humanities

 )
 — learning or literature concerned with human culture, especially literature, history, art, music, and philosophy.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
humanite

 , from Latin 
humanitas

 , from 
humanus

 (see human
 ).





humanize

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more humane or civilized




•
 
his purpose was to humanize prison conditions.










2.
 
give (something) a human character.








II.
 
derivatives





humanization

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞omənəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
humaniser

 , from Latin 
humanus

 (see human
 ).





humankind

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞omənˈkīnd/





I.
 
noun




human beings considered collectively (used as a neutral alternative to “mankind”)




•
 
the origin of humankind.

















usage:

 See usage at man
 .





humanly

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omənlē/






adverb



1.
 
from a human point of view; in a human manner




•
 
they can grow both humanly and spiritually.










2.
 
by human means; within human ability




•
 
we did all that was humanly possible.










3.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 with human feeling or kindness.














human nature

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omən ˈnāCHər/






noun




the general psychological characteristics, feelings, and behavioral traits of humankind, regarded as shared by all humans




•
 
he had a poor opinion of human nature.



















humanoid

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməˌnoid/





I.
 
adjective




having an appearance or character resembling that of a human.








II.
 
noun




(especially in science fiction) a being resembling a human in its shape.













human papillomavirus

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞omən ˌpapəˈlōməˌvīrəs/






noun




a virus with subtypes that cause diseases in humans ranging from common warts to cervical cancer.













human race






noun

 — (
the human race

 )


1.
 
human beings in general; humankind




•
 
trees are vital to the survival of the human race.



















human relations






plural noun




relations with or between people, particularly the treatment of people in a professional context.













human resources






plural noun



1.
 
the personnel of a business or organization, especially when regarded as a significant asset.




2.
 
the department of a business or organization that deals with the hiring, administration, and training of personnel




•
 
director of human resources at the company.



















human right






noun

 — (usu. 
human rights

 )


1.
 
a right that is believed to belong justifiably to every person




•
 
a flagrant disregard for basic human rights




•
 
communication is a fundamental human right.



















human shield

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omən SHēld/






noun




a person or group of people held near a potential target to deter attack.













human T cell lymphotropic virus

 
/ˌlimfōˈträpik, -ˈtrōpik /

 
HTLV






noun




any of a group of retroviruses that cause disease by attacking T cells.













human trafficking





I.
 
noun




the illegal movement of people, typically for the purposes of forced labor or commercial sexual exploitation




•
 
she is a victim of human trafficking




•
 
tough new laws to stop human trafficking.














II.
 
derivatives





human trafficker






noun





















Humber

 
/ˈhəmbər/






an estuary in northeastern England that is formed at the junction of the Ouse and Trent rivers near Goole and that flows east for 38 miles (60 km) to enter the North Sea at Spurn Head. It has the major port of Hull on its northern bank and is spanned by the world's largest suspension bridge, which opened in 1981 and has a span of 4,626 feet (1,410 m).










humble

 
/ˈhəmbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a modest or low estimate of one's own importance




•
 
he was humble about his stature as one of rock history's most influential guitarists.










2.
 
(of an action or thought) offered with or affected by a modest estimate of one's own importance




•
 
my humble apologies.










3.
 
of low social, administrative, or political rank




•
 
she came from a humble, unprivileged background.










4.
 
(of a thing) of modest pretensions or dimensions




•
 
he built the business empire from humble beginnings.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lower (someone) in dignity or importance




•
 
I knew he had 
humbled himself

 to ask for my help.










2.
 
decisively defeat (another team or competitor, typically one that was previously thought to be superior)




•
 
he was humbled by his political opponents.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
eat humble pie






make a humble apology and accept humiliation.

[
humble pie

 is from a pun based on umbles ‘offal,’ considered inferior food.]









2.
 
my humble abode






used to refer to one's home with an ironic or humorous show of modesty or humility.









3.
 
your humble servant








‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 used at the end of a letter or as a form of ironic courtesy




•
 
your most humble servant, George Porter.


















IV.
 
derivatives





humbleness

 
/ˈhəmb(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
humilis

 ‘low, lowly,’ from 
humus

 ‘ground.’





humble-bee

 
/ˈhəmb(ə)lbē/





I.
 
noun




another term for bumblebee
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Low German 
hummelbē

 , from 
hummel

 ‘to buzz’ + 
bē

 ‘bee.’





humblebrag

 
/ˈhəmbəlbraɡ/





I.
 
noun




an ostensibly modest or self-deprecating statement whose actual purpose is to draw attention to something of which one is proud




•
 
social media status updates are basically selfies, humblebrags, and rants




•
 
All of the dresses I thought about wearing are too big! #humblebrag.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an ostensibly modest or self-deprecating statement with the actual intention of drawing attention to something of which one is proud




•
 
she humblebragged about how “awful” she looks without any makeup




•
 (as 
noun

 
humblebragging

 )
 
a classic example of humblebragging.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from humble
 + brag
 .





humbly

 
/ˈhəmblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows or suggests a modest or low estimate of one's importance; meekly




•
 
the servant bowed humbly before his master




•
 
may I humbly suggest a solution?










2.
 
in a lowly position or condition; unpretentiously




•
 
she is living humbly in a shared house.



















Humboldt Current

 
/ˌhəmˌbōlt ˈkərənt/






another name for Peruvian Current
 .









humbucker

 
/ˈhəmˌbəkər/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 an electric guitar pickup containing two magnetic coils rather than a single one, which gives a high output and minimizes hum from electrical interference




•
 
the humbucker allows for classic rock, heavy metal, and other types of rock




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the humbucker tones are fantastic.

















– origin

 1950s: from hum
 1
 + buck
 1
 + -er
 1
 .





humbug

 
/ˈhəmˌbəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deceptive or false talk or behavior




•
 
his comments are sheer humbug.










2.
 
a hypocrite




•
 
you see what a humbug I am.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a hard candy, especially one flavored with peppermint.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive; trick




•
 
to humbug his humble neighbors was not difficult.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 act like a fraud or sham.








III.
 
derivatives





humbuggery

 
/ˈhəmˌbəɡ(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the senses ‘hoax, trick’ and ‘deceiver’): of unknown origin.






humdinger

 
/ˌhəmˈdiNGɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a remarkable or outstanding person or thing of its kind




•
 
a humdinger of a funny story.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





humdrum

 
/ˈhəmˌdrəm/





I.
 
adjective




lacking excitement or variety; dull; monotonous




•
 
humdrum routine work.














II.
 
noun




dullness; monotony




•
 
an escape from the humdrum of his life.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably a reduplication of hum
 1
 .





Hume, David

 
/hyo͞om/





I.
 
(1711–76), Scottish philosopher, economist, and historian. He rejected the possibility of certainty in knowledge. Notable works: 
A Treatise of Human Nature

 (1739–40) and 
History of England

 (1754–62).




II.
 
derivatives





Humean

 
/ˈhyo͞omēən /






adjective, noun





















humectant

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmektənt/





I.
 
adjective




retaining or preserving moisture.








II.
 
noun




a substance, especially a skin lotion or a food additive, used to reduce the loss of moisture.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a moistening agent): from Latin 
humectant-

 ‘moistening,’ from the verb 
humectare

 , from 
humectus

 ‘moist, wet,’ from 
humere

 ‘be moist.’






humeral

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the humerus of a human or other vertebrate




•
 
a humeral fracture.










2.
 


[Entomology]

 of, relating to, or in the region of the humerus on the wing of an insect




•
 
a humeral lobe.










3.
 
(in Catholic use) denoting a plain vestment worn around the shoulders when administering the sacrament.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
humeralis

 , from Latin 
humerus

 (see humerus
 ).






humerus

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the bone of the upper arm or forelimb, forming joints at the shoulder and the elbow.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Entomology]

 a structure in an insect involving, or in the region of, the front basal corners of the wings or wing cases.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘shoulder.’





humic

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omik/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or consisting of humus




•
 
humic acids.




















humid

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməd/





I.
 
adjective




marked by a relatively high level of water vapor in the atmosphere




•
 
a hot and humid day.














II.
 
derivatives





humidly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
humide

 or Latin 
humidus

 , from 
humere

 ‘be moist.’





humidifier

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmidəˌfī(ə)r/






noun




a device for keeping the atmosphere moist in a room.













humidify

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmidəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
humidified

 )


1.
 
increase the level of moisture in (air)




•
 
a regulated flow of humidified air.














II.
 
derivatives





humidification

 
/-ˌmidəfiˈkāSHən /






noun





















humidistat

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmidəˌstat/






noun




a machine or device that automatically regulates the humidity of the air in a room or building.













humidity

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmidədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being humid.




2.
 
a quantity representing the amount of water vapor in the atmosphere or a gas




•
 
the temperature is seventy-seven, the humidity in the low thirties.










3.
 
atmospheric moisture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
humidite

 or Latin 
humiditas

 , from 
humidus

 (see humid
 ).





humidor

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




an airtight container for keeping cigars or tobacco moist.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from humid
 , on the pattern of 
cuspidor

 .





humify

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (plant remains) into humus.








II.
 
derivatives





humification

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞omifiˈkāSHən /






noun





















humiliate

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmilēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel ashamed and foolish by injuring their dignity and self-respect, especially publicly




•
 
you'll humiliate me in front of the whole school!














II.
 
derivatives





humiliator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bring low’; earlier (late Middle English) as 
humiliation

 ): from late Latin 
humiliat-

 ‘made humble,’ from the verb 
humiliare

 , from 
humilis

 (see humble
 ). The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.





humiliating

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmilēˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing someone to feel ashamed and foolish by injuring their dignity and self-respect




•
 
a humiliating defeat.














II.
 
derivatives





humiliatingly

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmilēˌādiNGlē /






adverb





















humiliation

 
/(h)yo͞oˌmilēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of humiliating someone or the state of being humiliated




•
 
they suffered the humiliation of losing in the opening round.




•
 
he fought back tears of humiliation.



















humility

 
/(h)yo͞oˈmilədē/





I.
 
noun




a modest or low view of one's own importance; humbleness.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
humilite

 , from Latin 
humilitas

 , from 
humilis

 (see humble
 ).





HUMINT

 
/ˈ(h)yo͝omint/





I.
 
noun




covert intelligence-gathering by agents or others.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from 
human intelligence

 .





Hummel, Berta

 
/ˈhəməl/






(1909–46), German artist and nun; also known as 
Sister Maria Innocentia

 . She created the sketches upon which M. I. Hummel figurines, made by the Franz Goebel Company, are based.









Hummer

 
/ˈhəmər/






noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a type of four-wheel-drive all-terrain military vehicle, or a similar vehicle intended for civilian use.













hummingbird

 
/ˈhəmiNGˌbərd/





I.
 
noun




a small nectar-feeding tropical American bird that is able to hover and fly backward, typically having colorful iridescent plumage.

[Family 
Trochilidae

 : many genera and numerous species, including the 
ruby-throated hummingbird

 (
Archilochus colubris

 ) of the eastern US, and the red-crowned 
Anna's hummingbird

 (
Calypte anna

 ), found chiefly along the Pacific coast of the US.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: so named because of the humming sound produced by the rapid vibration of the bird's wings.





hummingbird hawk moth

 
hummingbird moth






noun




a migratory day-flying hawk moth that makes an audible hum while hovering in front of flowers to feed on nectar.

[Family 
Sphingidae

 .]













hummock

 
/ˈhəmək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hillock, knoll, or mound.




2.
 
a hump or ridge in an ice field.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a piece of forested ground rising above a marsh.








II.
 
derivatives





hummocky

 
/ˈhəməkē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in nautical use denoting a small hillock on the coast): of unknown origin.





hummus

 
/ˈho͝oməs ˈhəməs /

 
houmous





I.
 
noun




a thick paste or spread made from ground chickpeas and sesame seeds, olive oil, lemon, and garlic, made originally in the Middle East.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ḥummuṣ

 .





humongous

 
/hyo͞oˈməNGɡəs /

 
humungous





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 huge; enormous




•
 
a humongous steak.

















– origin

 1970s (originally US): possibly based on huge
 and monstrous
 , influenced by the stress pattern of 
stupendous

 .






humor

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omər /

 


‹Brit.›

 humour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being amusing or comic, especially as expressed in literature or speech




•
 
his tales are full of humor.










2.
 
the ability to express humor or make other people laugh




•
 
their inimitable brand of humor.










3.
 
a mood or state of mind




•
 
her 
good humor

 vanished




•
 
the clash hadn't improved his humor.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 an inclination or whim.




5.
 
(also 
cardinal humor

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 each of the four chief fluids of the body (blood, phlegm, yellow bile [choler], and black bile [melancholy]) that were thought to determine a person's physical and mental qualities by the relative proportions in which they were present.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
comply with the wishes of (someone) in order to keep them content, however unreasonable such wishes might be




•
 
she was always humoring him to prevent trouble.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 adapt or accommodate oneself to (something).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
out of humor






in a bad mood.









2.
 
sense of humor






the ability to perceive humor or appreciate a joke.















– origin

 Middle English (as 
humour

 ): via Old French from Latin 
humor

 ‘moisture,’ from 
humere

 (see humid
 ). The original sense was ‘bodily fluid’ (surviving in 
aqueous humor

 and 
vitreous humor

 , fluids in the eyeball); it was used specifically for any of the cardinal humors (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun), whence ‘mental disposition’ (thought to be caused by the relative proportions of the humors). This led, in the 16th cent., to the senses ‘state of mind, mood’ (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun) and ‘whim, fancy,’ hence 
to humor someone

 ‘to indulge a person's whim.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 16th cent.






humoral

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 of or relating to the body fluids, especially with regard to immune responses involving antibodies in body fluids as distinct from cells (see cell-mediated
 ).




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹historical›

 of or relating to the four bodily humors.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹historical›

 (of diseases) caused by or attributed to a disordered state of body fluids or (formerly) the bodily humors.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘relating to bodily fluids’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
humoralis

 , from Latin 
humor

 ‘moisture’ (see humor
 ).





humoresque

 
/ˌ(h)yo͞oməˈresk/





I.
 
noun




a short, lively piece of music.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Humoreske

 , from 
Humor

 ‘humor.’





humorist

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərəst/






noun




a humorous writer, performer, or artist.













humorless

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərləs/





I.
 
adjective




lacking humor; not able to appreciate or express humor




•
 
they are such a humorless bunch.




•
 
a rather humorless performance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
humorlessly

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərləslē /






adverb













2.
 
humorlessness






noun





















humorous

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing lighthearted laughter and amusement; comic




•
 
a humorous and entertaining talk.










2.
 
having or showing a sense of humor




•
 
his humorous gray eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





humorousness






noun





















humorously

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞omərəslē/






adverb




in a way that causes amusement; comically




•
 
the novel humorously depicts the feud between two firms.



















hump

 
/həmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded protuberance found on the back of a camel or other animal or as an abnormality on a person's back.




2.
 
a rounded raised mass of earth or land.




3.
 
a mound over which railroad vehicles are pushed so as to run by gravity to the required place in a switchyard.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 lift or carry (a heavy object) with difficulty




•
 
he continued to hump cases up and down the hotel corridor.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move heavily and awkwardly




•
 
it was late morning by the time I finally humped into camp.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make hump-shaped




•
 
the cat humped himself into a different shape and purred.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with.








III.
 
phrases





over the hump






over the worst or most difficult part of something.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
humpless






adjective













2.
 
humpy

 
/ˈhəmpē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably related to Low German 
humpe

 ‘hump,’ also to Dutch 
homp

 , Low German 
humpe

 ‘lump, hunk (of bread).’





humpback

 
/ˈhəmpˌbak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
humpback whale

 )
 — a baleen whale that has a hump (instead of a dorsal fin) and long white flippers. It is noted for its lengthy vocalizations or “songs.”

[
Megaptera novaeangliae

 , family 
Balaenopteridae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
humpback salmon

 )
 — another term for pink salmon
 .




3.
 
another term for hunchback
 .








II.
 
derivatives





humpbacked

 
/ˈhəmpˌbakt /






adjective





















hump day






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 Wednesday, regarded as the the midpoint of a typical working week




•
 
it's hump day and perhaps the toughest day of the week for you.




•
 
Wednesday is hump day, Thursday is the unofficial beginning of the weekend.



















humped

 
/həm(p)t/






adjective




having a hump or humps; hump-shaped




•
 
a breed of humped cattle




•
 
a humped bridge.



















Humperdinck, Engelbert

 
/ˈhəmpərˌdiNGk/






(1854–1921), German composer who wrote the opera 
Hänsel und Gretel

 (1893).









humph

 
/həmf/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express slightly scornful doubt or dissatisfaction.











– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the mid 16th cent.





Humphrey, Hubert Horatio

 
/ˈhəmfrē/






(1911–78), US politician. He was a US senator from Minnesota 1949–64 before becoming US vice president 1965–69. A Democratic presidential candidate in 1968, he again served in the Senate 1971–78.










Humpty Dumpty

 
/ˌhəmptē ˈdəmptē /

 
humpty dumpty





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a fat, rotund person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he was a Humpty Dumpty figure of a man.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that once overthrown cannot be restored.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the egglike nursery-rhyme character 
Humpty Dumpty

 , who fell off a wall and could not be put together again.





humus

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oməs/





I.
 
noun




the organic component of soil, formed by the decomposition of leaves and other plant material by soil microorganisms.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘soil.’





Humvee

 
/ˈhəmˌvē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a type of four-wheel-drive all-terrain military vehicle.











– origin

 1980s: alteration, from the initials of 
high-mobility multipurpose vehicle

 .





Hun

 
/hən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a warlike Asiatic nomadic people who ravaged Europe in the 4th–5th centuries.




2.
 
a reckless or uncivilized destroyer of something.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a German (especially in military contexts during World War I and World War II).




4.
 
(
the Hun

 )
 — Germans collectively.








II.
 
derivatives





Hunnish

 
/ˈhəniSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
Hūne

 , 
Hūnas

 (plural), from late Latin 
Hunni

 , from Greek 
Hounnoi

 , of Middle Iranian origin.





Hunan

 
/ˌho͞oˈnän/






a province in eastern central China; capital, Changsha.









hunch

 
/hən(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (one's shoulders) and bend the top of one's body forward




•
 
he thrust his hands in his pockets, hunching his shoulders




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
hunched over

 his glass.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — bend one's body into a huddled position




•
 
I 
hunched up

 as small as I could.










3.
 
shove or push; nudge




•
 
she hunched me and winked.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling or guess based on intuition rather than known facts




•
 
she was acting 
on a hunch

 .










2.
 
a humped position or thing




•
 
the hunch of his back.










3.
 


‹chiefly dialect›

 a thick piece; a hunk




•
 


a hunch of

 bread.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin. The original meaning was ‘push, shove’ (noun and verb), a sense retained now in Scots as a noun, and in US dialect as a verb. Sense 1 of the noun probably derives from the sense ‘nudge someone in order to draw attention to something.’






hunchback

 
/ˈhən(t)SHbak/






noun



1.
 
a back deformed by a sharp forward angle, forming a hump, typically caused by collapse of a vertebra.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person with a hunchback.













hunchbacked

 
/ˈhən(t)SHˌbakt/






adjective






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 having a back deformed by a sharp forward angle that forms a hump; having spinal curvature.














hundred

 
/ˈhəndrəd/





I.
 
cardinal number

 — (
a/one hundred

 )


1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
c

 or 
C

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of ten and ten; ten more than ninety; 100




•
 
a hundred yards away




•
 
there are just a hundred of us here.










2.
 
(
hundreds

 )
 — the numbers from 100 to 999




•
 
an unknown number, probably in the hundreds, had already been lost.










3.
 
(
hundreds

 )
 — several hundred things or people




•
 
it cost hundreds of dollars.










4.
 
(usu. 
hundreds

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an unspecified large number




•
 
hundreds of letters poured in.










5.
 
(
the —— hundreds

 )
 — the years of a specified century




•
 
the early nineteen hundreds.










6.
 
one hundred years old




•
 
you must be over a hundred!










7.
 
100 miles per hour.




8.
 
a 100 dollar bill.




9.
 
(chiefly in spoken English) used to express whole hours in the twenty-four-hour system




•
 
thirteen hundred hours.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a subdivision of a county or shire, having its own court.








III.
 
phrases





a (or one) hundred percent





a.
 
entirely; completely




•
 
I'm one hundred percent sure.










b.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 completely fit and healthy




•
 
I wasn't exactly one hundred percent.










c.
 


‹informal›

 maximum effort and commitment




•
 
he always gave one hundred percent for the team.


















IV.
 
derivatives





hundredfold

 
/ˈhəndrədˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 late Old English, from 
hund

 ‘hundred’ (from an Indo-European root shared with Latin 
centum

 and Greek 
hekaton

 ) + a second element meaning ‘number’; of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
honderd

 and German 
hundert

 . The noun sense ‘subdivision of a county’ is of uncertain origin: it may originally have been equivalent to a hundred hides of land (see hide
 3
 ).





Hundred Flowers






a period of debate in China 1956–57, when, under the slogan “Let a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of thought contend,” citizens were invited to voice their opinions of the communist regime. It was forcibly ended after social unrest and fierce criticism of the government, with those who had voiced their opinions being prosecuted.









hundredth

 
/ˈhəndrədTH ˈhəndrətTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number one hundred in a sequence; 100th




•
 
her hundredth birthday




•
 
the hundredth anniversary of his birth.










2.
 
each of one hundred equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
hundredths of a second determine the winners and losers.



















hundredweight

 
/ˈhəndrədˌwāt /

 
cwt






noun



1.
 
a unit of weight equal to one twentieth of a ton, in particular




2.
 
(also 
short hundredweight

 )
 — 

(US)

 (in the US) equal to 100 lb avoirdupois (about 45.4 kg).




3.
 
(also 
metric hundredweight

 )
 — (in the metric system) equal to 50 kg.




4.
 
(also 
long hundredweight

 )
 — (in the UK) equal to 112 lb avoirdupois (about 50.8 kg).













Hundred Years War





I.
 
a war between France and England, conventionally dated 1337–1453.





The war consisted of a series of conflicts in which successive English kings attempted to dominate France and included an early string of English military successes, most notably Crécy and Poitiers. In 1415 England, under Henry V, delivered a crushing victory at Agincourt and occupied much of northern France, but, with the exception of Calais, all English conquests had been lost by 1453.





hung

 
/həNG/





I.
 
past and past participle of hang
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a jury) unable to agree on a verdict.




2.
 
(of an elected body) having no political party with an overall majority




•
 
a hung parliament




•
 
in a hung council, his vote would be eagerly sought by either party.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
hung up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 emotionally confused or disturbed




•
 
people are hung up in all sorts of ways.










4.
 
(
hung up about/on

 )
 — have a psychological or emotional obsession or problem about




•
 
guys are so hung up about the way they look.










5.
 
delayed or detained




•
 
my mother was probably hung up in traffic.










6.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 used especially in similes to refer to the size of a man's penis




•
 
he's hung like a horse.




















Hungarian

 
/ˌhəNGˈɡerēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Hungary.




2.
 
a person of Hungarian descent.




3.
 
an Ugric language, the official language of Hungary, spoken also in Romania.

Also called Magyar
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Hungary, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Hungarī

 + -an
 .






Hungary

 
/ˈhəNGɡərē/





I.
 
a country in central Europe; pop. 9,905,600 (est. 2009); capital, Budapest; official language, Hungarian.

Hungarian name Magyarország
 .





Hungary was conquered by the Habsburgs in the 17th century and became an equal partner in the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1867. Following the collapse of the empire in 1918, it became an independent kingdom. After participation in World War II on the Axis side, Hungary was occupied by the former Soviet Union and became a communist state. Although a liberal reform movement was crushed by Soviet troops in 1956, the communist system was abandoned in 1989, and the first multiparty elections were held in 1990. Hungary joined NATO in 1999 and the EU in 2004. / 
– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Hungaria

 (see also Hungarian
 ).






hunger

 
/ˈhəNGɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of discomfort or weakness caused by lack of food, coupled with the desire to eat




•
 
she was faint with hunger.










2.
 
a severe lack of food




•
 
they died from cold and hunger.










3.
 
a strong desire or craving




•
 
her 
hunger for

 knowledge.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
hunger after/for

 )
 — have a strong desire or craving for




•
 
all actors hunger for such a role.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 feel or suffer hunger through lack of food.











– origin

 Old English 
hungor

 (noun), 
hyngran

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
honger

 and German 
Hunger

 .





hunger strike

 
/ˈhəNGɡər ˈˌstrīk/





I.
 
noun




a prolonged refusal to eat, carried out as a protest, typically by a prisoner.








II.
 
derivatives





hunger striker

 
/ˈhəNGɡər ˈˌstrīkər /






noun





















hungover

 
/ˌhəNGɡˈōvər /

 
hung over






adjective




suffering from a hangover after drinking alcohol.













hungrily

 
/ˈhəNGɡrəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows a need or desire for food




•
 
he hungrily devoured six pieces of bread




•
 
he stared hungrily at the meat.










2.
 
in a way that shows a strong desire for something




•
 
your competitors are hungrily eyeing your assets.




















hungry

 
/ˈhəNGɡrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or displaying the need for food




•
 
I was feeling ravenously hungry




•
 
children with hungry looks on their faces.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — causing hunger




•
 
I always find art galleries hungry work.










3.
 
having a strong desire or craving




•
 
he was 
hungry for

 any kind of excitement




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
grasping, power-hungry individuals.














II.
 
derivatives





hungriness

 
/ˈhəNGɡrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hungrig

 ; related to Dutch 
hongerig

 , German 
hungrig

 , also to hunger
 .





Hunjiang

 
/ˈho͝oNGˈjyäNG/






an industrial city in Jilin province, in northeastern China, near the border with North Korea; pop. 269,500 (est. 2006).









hunk

 
/həNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large piece of something, especially one of food cut or broken off a larger piece




•
 


a hunk of

 bread.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a sexually attractive man, especially a large, strong one.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably of Dutch or Low German origin.






hunker

 
/ˈhəNGkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
squat or crouch down low




•
 
he 
hunkered down

 beside her.










2.
 
hunch; bend




•
 
burly workers 
hunkered over

 the menu of the day.










3.
 


(US)

 take shelter in a defensive position




•
 
the best way to deal with your father is to 
hunker down

 and let it blow over.










4.
 
(
hunker down

 )
 — apply oneself seriously to a task




•
 
students hunkered down to prepare for the examinations.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably related to Dutch 
huiken

 and German 
hocken

 .





hunkers

 
/ˈhəNGkərz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 haunches




•
 
sitting on his hunkers.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally Scots): from hunker
 .





hunky

 
/ˈhəNGkē/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a man) large, strong, and sexually attractive




•
 
a hunky guy with rippling stomach muscles.



















hunky-dory

 
/ˌhəNGkēˈdôrē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 fine; going well




•
 
everything is hunky-dory.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): 
hunky

 from Dutch 
honk

 ‘home, base’ (in games); the origin of 
dory

 is unknown.






hunt

 
/hənt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pursue and kill (a wild animal) for sport or food




•
 
in the autumn they hunted deer




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they hunted and fished.










2.
 
(of an animal) chase and kill (its prey)




•
 
mice are hunted by weasels and foxes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
lionesses hunt in groups.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — search determinedly for someone or something




•
 
he desperately 
hunted for

 a new job.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the police) search for (a criminal)




•
 
the gang is being hunted by police




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
police are 
hunting for

 her attacker.










5.
 
(
hunt someone down

 )
 — pursue and capture someone.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹technical›

 (of a device or system) oscillate around a desired speed, position, or state.




7.
 
(of an aircraft or rocket) oscillate around a mean flight path.




8.
 
(of an automatic transmission in a motor vehicle) keep shifting between gears because of improperly designed shift logic.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hunt down/up

 )
 — 

[Bell-ringing]

 (in change-ringing) move the place of a bell in a simple progression.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of hunting wild animals or game.




2.
 
an association of people who meet regularly to hunt, especially with hounds.




3.
 
an area where hunting takes place.




4.
 
a search




•
 
police launched a 
hunt for

 the killer.










5.
 
an oscillating motion around a desired speed, position, or state.











– origin

 Old English 
huntian

 , of Germanic origin. The sense in change-ringing dates from the late 17th cent., and is probably based on the idea of the bells pursuing one another; it gave rise to the sense ‘oscillate around a desired speed’ (late 19th cent).





Hunt, Holman

 
/hənt/






(1827–1910), English painter, cofounder of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood; full name 
William Holman Hunt

 . Notable works: 
The Light of the World

 (1854) and 
The Scapegoat

 (1855).









Hunt, Ward






(1810–86), US Supreme Court associate justice 1873–82. Appointed to the Court by President Grant, he previously served as a judge and then chief judge of the New York state court of appeals 1865–73.









hunt-and-peck

 
/ˌhəntənˈpek/






adjective




denoting or using an inexpert form of typing in which only one or two fingers are used




•
 
hunt-and-peck computer users.



















hunted

 
/ˈhən(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
being pursued or searched for




•
 
they ran like hunted hares.










2.
 
appearing worn or harassed as if one is being pursued




•
 
his eyes had a hunted look.



















hunter

 
/ˈhən(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that hunts




•
 
a deer hunter.










2.
 
a person searching for something




•
 
a bargain hunter.










3.
 
a horse of a breed developed for stamina in fox hunting and ability to jump obstacles.




4.
 
(
the Hunter

 )
 — the constellation Orion.




5.
 
a watch with a hinged cover protecting the glass.













hunter-gatherer

 
/ˈˌhən(t)ər ˈɡaT͟H(ə)rər/






noun




a member of a nomadic people who live chiefly by hunting, fishing, and harvesting wild food.













hunter-killer

 
/ˌhən(t)ərˈkilər/






adjective




(of a naval vessel, especially a submarine) equipped to locate and destroy enemy vessels, especially other submarines.













hunter's moon






noun




the first full moon after a harvest moon.













hunting

 
/ˈhən(t)iNG/






noun



1.
 
the activity of hunting wild animals or game, especially for food or sport.




2.
 
(also 
plain hunting

 )
 — 

[Bell-ringing]

 a simple system of changes in which bells move through the order in a regular progression.













hunting dog

 
/ˈhən(t)iNG ˈˌdäɡ/






noun



1.
 
a dog of a breed developed for hunting.




2.
 
(also 
Cape hunting dog

 )
 — an African wild dog that has a dark coat with pale markings and a white-tipped tail, living and hunting in packs.

[
Lycaon pictus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













hunting ground

 
/ˈhən(t)iNG ˈˌɡround/






noun



1.
 
a place used or suitable for hunting.




2.
 
a place where people can observe or acquire what they want




•
 
the circuit is a favorite hunting ground for talent scouts.



















hunting horn

 
/ˈhən(t)iNG ˈˌhôrn/






noun




a horn blown to give signals during hunting.













Huntington

 
/ˈhən(t)iNGtən/





I.
 
a town in northern Long Island in New York that includes Huntington, Cold Spring Harbor, and other villages; pop. 201,594 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southwestern West Virginia, on the Ohio River; pop. 49,185 (est. 2008).









Huntington Beach






a city in southern California, on the Pacific coast, south of Long Beach; pop. 192,620 (est. 2008).










Huntington's chorea

 
/ˌhən(t)iNGtənz kəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a hereditary disease marked by degeneration of the brain cells and causing chorea and progressive dementia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after George 
Huntington

 (1851–1916), the US neurologist who first described it.





Huntley, Chet

 
/ˈhəntlē/






(1911–74) US television journalist; born 
Chester Robert Huntley

 . With David Brinkley he coanchored 
The Huntley–Brinkley Report

 1956–70.









huntress

 
/ˈhəntrəs/






noun




a woman who hunts.













huntsman

 
/ˈhəntsmən/






noun



1.
 
a person who hunts.




2.
 
a hunt official in charge of hounds.













Huntsville

 
/ˈhəntsvil/





I.
 
a city in northern Alabama; pop. 176,645 (est. 2008). It is a center for space exploration and solar energy research.




II.
 
a city in eastern Texas, north of Houston; pop. 38,480 (est. 2008).









hunyak

 
/ˈhənyak/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person of Hungarian or central European origin, especially an immigrant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of Hungarian
 , on the pattern of 
Polack

 .





Huon pine

 
/ˈ(h)yo͞oän ˌpīn/





I.
 
noun




a tall Tasmanian conifer that has yewlike berries and fragrant red timber.

[
Dacrydium franklinii

 , family 
Podocarpaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
Huon

 , the name of a river in the south of Tasmania.





hup

 
/həp/






exclamation




used as a way of encouraging a marching rhythm




•
 
hup, two, three!



















Hupeh

 
/ˌho͞oˈpā/






variant of Hubei
 .










hurdle

 
/ˈhərdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an upright frame, typically one of a series, that athletes in a race must jump over.




2.
 
(
hurdles

 )
 — a hurdle race




•
 
the women's 100-meter hurdles.










3.
 
an obstacle or difficulty




•
 
there are many hurdles to overcome.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a portable rectangular frame strengthened with willow branches or wooden bars, used as a temporary fence.




5.
 
a horse race over a series of portable rectangular frames




•
 
a handicap hurdle.










6.
 


‹historical›

 a frame on which traitors were dragged to execution.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
hurdling

 )
 — take part in a race that involves jumping hurdles.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jump over (a hurdle or other obstacle) while running.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — enclose or fence off with hurdles.








III.
 
phrases





fall at the first hurdle






meet with failure at a very early stage of an undertaking




•
 
the campaign could fall at the first hurdle if they fail to secure planning permission.





















– origin

 Old English 
hyrdel

 ‘temporary fence,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
horde

 and German 
Hürde

 .





hurdler

 
/ˈhərdlər/






noun




an athlete, dog, or horse that runs in hurdle races.













hurdy-gurdy

 
/ˈhərdēˌɡərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical instrument with a droning sound played by turning a handle, which is typically attached to a rosined wheel sounding a series of drone strings, with keys worked by the left hand.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a barrel organ.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably imitative of the sound of the instrument.






hurl

 
/hərl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw (an object) with great force




•
 
rioters hurled a brick through the windshield of a car.










2.
 
push or impel (someone) violently




•
 
I seized Nathan and hurled him into the lobby




•
 


‹figurative›

 he hurled himself into the job with enthusiasm.










3.
 
utter (abuse) vehemently




•
 
they were hurling insults over a back fence.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 vomit




•
 
it made me want to hurl.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably imitative, but corresponding in form and partly in sense with Low German 
hurreln

 .





hurler

 
/ˈhərlər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a baseball pitcher.




2.
 
a player of hurling.














Hurler's syndrome

 
/ˈhərlərz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a defect in metabolism arising from congenital absence of an enzyme, causing accumulation of lipids and glycosaminoglycans, and resulting in mental retardation, a protruding abdomen, and bone deformities including an abnormally large head.











– origin

 1930s: named after Gertrud 
Hurler

 (1889–1965), the Austrian pediatrician who first described it.





hurley

 
/ˈhərlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stick used in the game of hurling.




2.
 
another term for hurling
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the verb hurl
 .






hurling

 
/ˈhərliNG/






noun




an Irish game resembling field hockey, played with a shorter stick with a broader oval blade. It is the national game of Ireland and may date back to the 2nd millennium 
BC

 .













hurly-burly

 
/ˌhərlēˈbərlē/





I.
 
noun




busy, boisterous activity




•
 
the hurly-burly of school life.

















– origin

 Middle English: reduplication based on hurl
 .





Huron

 
/ˈhyo͝orän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a confederation of native North American peoples formerly living in the region east of Lake Huron and now settled mainly in Oklahoma and Quebec.




2.
 
the extinct Iroquoian language of the Huron.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Huron or their language.











– origin

 French, literally ‘having hair standing in bristles on the head,’ from Old French 
hure

 ‘head of a wild boar,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





Huron, Lake

 
/ˈ(h)yo͝orən, ˈ(h)yo͝orˌän/






the second largest of the five Great Lakes of North America, on the border between Canada and the US.










hurrah

 
/həˈrä /

 
hurray





I.
 
exclamation




used to express joy or approval




•
 
Hurrah! She's here at last!














II.
 
noun




an utterance of the word “hurrah.”








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shout “hurrah.”











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of archaic 
huzza

 ; perhaps originally a sailors' cry when hauling.





Hurri

 
/ˈho͝orē/





I.
 
plural noun




the Hurrian people collectively.











– origin

 the name in Hittite and Akkadian.





Hurrian

 
/ˈho͝orēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient people, originally from Armenia, who settled in Syria and northern Mesopotamia during the 3rd–2nd millennia 
BC

 and were later absorbed by the Hittites and Assyrians.




2.
 
the language of the Hurrians, written in cuneiform and of unknown affinity.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Hurrians or their language.













hurricane

 
/ˈhəriˌkān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a storm with a violent wind, in particular a tropical cyclone in the Caribbean.




2.
 
a wind of force 12 on the Beaufort scale (equal to or exceeding 64 knots or 74 mph).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
huracán

 , probably from Taino 
hurakán

 ‘god of the storm.’





Hurricane Alley






a popular term for areas of the US and the Caribbean, such as Florida and the Gulf Coast, that are prone to hurricanes.









hurricane deck






noun




a covered deck at or near the top of a ship's superstructure.













hurricane lamp

 
/ˈhərəˌkān ˌlamp/






noun




an oil lamp with a glass chimney, designed to protect the flame even in high winds.













hurricane tape






noun






(US)

 a strong type of adhesive tape used on windows to keep the glass in place if it is broken by strong winds.













hurried

 
/ˈhərēd/





I.
 
adjective




done in a hurry; rushed




•
 
I ate a hurried breakfast.














II.
 
derivatives





hurriedness






noun





















hurriedly

 
/ˈhərēdlē ˈhərədlē/






adverb




in a quick or hasty manner




•
 
he hurriedly packed his things and left.




















hurry

 
/ˈhərē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or act with haste; rush




•
 
we'd better hurry




•
 
servants hurried around.










2.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ] (
hurry up

 )
 — do something more quickly




•
 
hurry up and finish your meal.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move or proceed with haste




•
 
she hurried him across the landing.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — do or finish (something) quickly, typically too quickly




•
 
formalities were hurried over.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
great haste




•
 
in my hurry to leave, I knocked over a pile of books.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 and in 
questions

 ]
 — a need for haste; urgency




•
 
there's no hurry to get back




•
 
relax, what's the hurry?














III.
 
phrases





in a hurry





a.
 
rushed; in a rushed manner




•
 
the city offers fast food if you're in a hurry.










b.
 
eager to get a thing done quickly




•
 
no one seemed in a hurry for the results.










c.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 easily; readily




•
 
an experience you won't forget in a hurry.





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): imitative.





hurry-scurry

 
/ˌhərēˈskərē /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




disorderly haste; confused hurrying.








II.
 
adjective, adverb




with hurry and confusion.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: reduplication of hurry
 .





hurry-up

 
/ˈhərēəp/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 showing, involving, or requiring haste or urgency




•
 
the hurry-up atmosphere of the court contributed to the mistake.



















hurst

 
/hərst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hillock.




2.
 
a sandbank in the sea or a river.




3.
 
[usu. in 
place names

 ]
 — a wood or wooded rise.











– origin

 Old English 
hyrst

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Horst

 .





Hurston, Zora Neale

 
/ˈhərstən/






(1901–60), US novelist. Her novels reflect her interest in folklore, especially that of the Deep South. Notable works: 
Jonah's Gourd Vine

 (1934), 
Dust Tracks on a Road

 (autobiography, 1942), and 
Seraph on the Suwanee

 (1948).










hurt

 
/hərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause physical pain or injury to




•
 
Ow! You're hurting me!




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
does acupuncture hurt?










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a part of the body) suffer pain




•
 
my back hurts.










3.
 
cause mental pain or distress to (a person or their feelings)




•
 
she didn't want to hurt his feelings.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) feel mental pain or distress




•
 
he was hurting badly, but he smiled through his tears.










5.
 
be detrimental to




•
 
high interest rates are hurting the local economy.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
hurt for

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 have a pressing need for




•
 
Frank wasn't hurting for money.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
physically injured




•
 
he complained of a hurt leg and asked his trainer to stop the fight




•
 
dogs and cats with hurt paws.










2.
 
distressed or offended by another person's behavior




•
 
“You know I care,” he said, in a hurt voice




•
 
I felt so hurt and alone.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
physical injury; harm.




2.
 
mental pain or distress




•
 
the hurt of being constantly ignored




•
 
wariness that masked a hurt.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the senses ‘to strike’ and ‘a blow’): from Old French 
hurter

 (verb), 
hurt

 (noun), perhaps ultimately of Germanic origin.





hurtful

 
/ˈhərtfəl/





I.
 
adjective




causing distress to someone's feelings




•
 
his hurtful remarks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hurtfully

 
/ˈhərtfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
hurtfulness

 
/ˈhərtfəlnəs /






noun





















hurtle

 
/ˈhərdl/





I.
 
verb




move or cause to move at a great speed, typically in a wildly uncontrolled manner


[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


•
 
a runaway car hurtled toward them




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 
the branch flew off and hurtled us into a ditch.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘strike against, collide with’): frequentative of hurt
 .





Husák, Gustáv

 
/ˈho͞osäk/






(1913–91), Czech statesman, leader of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 1969–87 and president 1975–89.










husband

 
/ˈhəzbənd/





I.
 
noun




a married man considered in relation to his spouse




•
 
she and her husband are both retired.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use (resources) economically; conserve




•
 
the need to husband his remaining strength.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
husbander






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›















2.
 
husbandhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













3.
 
husbandless






adjective













4.
 
husbandly






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English (in the senses ‘male head of a household’ and ‘manager, steward’), from Old Norse 
húsbóndi

 ‘master of a house,’ from 
hús

 ‘house’ + 
bóndi

 ‘occupier and tiller of the soil.’ The original sense of the verb was ‘till, cultivate.’






husbandman

 
/ˈhəzbəndmən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who cultivates the land; a farmer.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in northern English use denoting the holder of a 
husbandland

 , i.e., manorial tenancy): from husband
 in the obsolete sense ‘farmer’ + man
 .





husbandry

 
/ˈhəzbəndrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the care, cultivation, and breeding of crops and animals




•
 
crop husbandry.










2.
 
management and conservation of resources.











– origin

 Middle English: from husband
 in the obsolete sense ‘farmer’ + -ry
 ; compare with husbandman
 .





husband-to-be






noun




a man who is to be married; a fiancé




•
 
my husband-to-be and I met online.




















hush

 
/həSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) be quiet or stop talking




•
 
he placed a finger before pursed lips to hush her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be quiet




•
 
Hush! Someone will hear you.










3.
 
(
hush something up

 )
 — suppress public mention of something




•
 
management took steps to hush up the dangers.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a silence




•
 
a hush descended over the crowd.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: back-formation from obsolete 
husht

 ‘silent, hushed’ (taken to be a past participle), from an interjection 
husht

 ‘quiet!’





hushaby

 
/ˈhəSHəˌbī /

 
hushabye






exclamation






‹archaic›

 used to calm a child.













hushed

 
/həSHt/






adjective



1.
 
having a calm and still silence




•
 
he addressed the hushed courtroom.










2.
 
(of a voice or conversation) quiet and serious




•
 
the nurses were talking in hushed voices.



















hush-hush

 
/ˈˌhəSH ˈˌhəSH/






adjective






‹informal›

 (especially of an official plan or project) highly secret or confidential




•
 
a hush-hush research unit.



















hush money

 
/ˈhəSH ˈˌmənē/






noun






‹informal›

 money paid to someone to prevent them from disclosing embarrassing or discreditable information.













hush puppies






plural noun






(US)

 small cakes of cornmeal dough that are quickly deep-fried.













husk

 
/həsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dry outer covering of some fruits or seeds.




2.
 
a dry or rough outer layer or coating, especially when empty of its contents




•
 
the husks of dead bugs




•
 


‹figurative›

 I expect whatever husk of a person emerges from the car to be sheet-white.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the husk or husks from.




2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something in a husky voice




•
 
“Help me,” husked Miles.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Low German 
hūske

 ‘sheath,’ literally ‘little house.’






husking bee






noun




another term for cornhusking
 .













husky1


 
/ˈhəskē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a voice or utterance) sounding low-pitched and slightly hoarse.




2.
 
strong; hefty




•
 
Patrick looked a husky, strong guy.










3.
 
like or consisting of a husk or husks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
huskily

 
/ˈhəskəlē /






adverb













2.
 
huskiness

 
/ˈhəskēnəs /






noun






















husky2


 
/ˈhəskē /

 
huskie





I.
 
noun




a powerful dog of a breed with a thick double coat that is typically gray, used in the Arctic for pulling sleds.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally denoting the Eskimo language or an Eskimo): abbreviation of obsolete 
Ehuskemay

 or Newfoundland dialect 
Huskemaw

 ‘Eskimo,’ probably from Montagnais (see Eskimo
 ). The term replaced the 18th-cent. term 
Eskimo dog

 .






Huss, John

 
/həs, ho͞os/






(
c.

 1372–1415), Bohemian religious reformer; Czech name 
Jan Hus

 . He supported the views of Wyclif, attacked ecclesiastical abuses, and was excommunicated in 1411. He was later tried and burned at the stake.

See also Hussite
 .









hussar

 
/həˈzär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (in the 15th century) a Hungarian light horseman.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a soldier in a light cavalry regiment that had adopted a dress uniform modeled on that of the Hungarian hussars.











– origin

 from Hungarian 
huszár

 , from Old Serbian 
husar

 , from Italian 
corsaro

 (see corsair
 ).





Hussein, Abdullah ibn






see Abdullah ibn Hussein
 .









Hussein, ibn Talal

 
/ho͝oˈsān /

 
Husain






(1935–99), king of Jordan 1953–99. Hussein sought to maintain good relations both with the West and with other Arab nations, but his moderate policies created problems with Palestinian refugees from Israel within Jordan. During the Gulf War, he supported Iraq, but in 1994 he signed a treaty that normalized relations with Israel. He was succeeded by his son 
Abdullah

 .









Hussein, Saddam

 
Husain






(1937–2006), Iraqi president; prime minister and head of the armed forces 1979–2003; full name 
Saddam bin Hussein at-Takriti

 . During his presidency, Iraq fought a war with Iran 1980–88 and invaded Kuwait 1990, from which Iraqi forces were expelled in the Gulf War of 1991. His regime was known for its brutality, and the United Nations imposed economic sanctions against the country in 1990. Believing that Hussein was developing weapons of mass destruction, the US, with coalition forces, invaded Iraq in 2003. He was overthrown and later tried for crimes against humanity and executed.










Hussite

 
/ˈhəsīt/





I.
 
noun




a member or follower of the religious movement begun by John Huss. After Huss's execution the Hussites took up arms against the Holy Roman Empire and demanded a set of reforms that anticipated the Reformation. Most of the demands were granted 1436, and a church was established that remained independent of the Roman Catholic Church until 1620.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Hussites.








III.
 
derivatives





Hussitism

 
/ˈhəˌsīˌtizəm /






noun






















hussy

 
/ˈhəzē ˈhəsē/





I.
 
noun




an impudent or immoral girl or woman




•
 
that brazen little hussy!

















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of housewife
 (the original sense); the current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





hustings

 
/ˈhəstiNGz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meeting at which candidates in an election address potential voters.




2.
 
the campaigning associated with an election




•
 
a formidable political operator at his best 
on the hustings

 .

















– origin

 late Old English 
husting

 ‘deliberative assembly, council,’ from Old Norse 
hústhing

 ‘household assembly held by a leader,’ from 
hús

 ‘house’ + 
thing

 ‘assembly, parliament’; 
hustings

 was applied in Middle English to the highest court of the City of London, England. Subsequently it denoted the platform where the Lord Mayor and aldermen presided and (early 18th cent.) a temporary platform on which parliamentary candidates were nominated; hence the sense ‘electoral proceedings.’





hustle

 
/ˈhəsəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (someone) to move hurriedly or unceremoniously in a specified direction




•
 
they hustled him into the back of a horse-drawn wagon.










2.
 
push roughly; jostle




•
 
they were hissed and hustled as they went in.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — hurry; bustle




•
 
he had to retag second base and hustle back to first.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 obtain by forceful action or persuasion




•
 
the brothers headed to New York to try and hustle a record deal.










5.
 
(
hustle someone into

 )
 — coerce or pressure someone into doing or choosing something




•
 
don't be hustled into anything.










6.
 
sell aggressively




•
 
he hustled his company's oil around the country.










7.
 
obtain by illicit action; swindle; cheat




•
 
Linda hustled money from men she met.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 engage in prostitution.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
busy movement and activity




•
 
the 
hustle and bustle

 of the big cities.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fraud or swindle.








III.
 
phrases



ass) ">
hustle one's butt ( ass)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move or act quickly.















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘shake, toss’): from Middle Dutch 
hutselen

 . 
Sense

 3 
of the

 verb dates from the early 20th cent.





hustler

 
/ˈhəslər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an aggressively enterprising person; a go-getter.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a prostitute.













Huston, John

 
/ˈhyo͞ostən/






(1906–87), US movie director; an Irish citizen from 1964. After a varied background as a boxer, cavalryman, journalist, and actor, he made his debut as a movie director in 1941 with 
The Maltese Falcon

 . Other notable movies include 
The African Queen

 (1951) and 
Prizzi's Honor

 (1985). His father, 
Walter

 (1884–1950), was an actor noted for his performance in 
Treasure of the Sierra Madre

 (1948), and his daughter, 
Anjelica

 (1951–), had leading roles in such movies as 
Prizzi's Honor

 (1985), 
The Addams Family

 (1991), and 
The Royal Tenenbaums

 (2001).









hut

 
/hət/





I.
 
noun




a small single-story building of simple or crude construction, serving as a poor, rough, or temporary house or shelter.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with huts


(as 
adj.

 
hutted

 )


•
 
a hutted encampment.














III.
 
derivatives





hutlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘temporary wooden shelter for troops’): from French 
hutte

 , from Middle High German 
hütte

 .





hutch

 
/həCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a box or cage, typically with a wire mesh front, for keeping rabbits, ferrets, or other small domesticated animals




•
 
a rabbit hutch.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a storage chest.




3.
 
a cupboard or dresser typically with open shelves above.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
huche

 , from medieval Latin 
hutica

 , of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘storage chest’ (
sense

 2).





Hutchinson

 
/ˈhəCHənsən/






a city in south central Kansas; pop. 40,889 (est. 2008).









Hutchinson, Anne Marbury






(1591–1643), American religious leader; born in England. She was banished from Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1637 for her liberal views on grace and salvation. First moving to Rhode Island and then settling in New York in 1642, she and most of her family were killed by Indians.









hutment

 
/ˈhətmənt/






noun






[Military]

 an encampment of huts.













hutong

 
/ˈho͞otäNG/





I.
 
noun




a narrow lane or alleyway in a traditional residential area of a Chinese city, especially Beijing.











– origin

 Chinese 
hútòng

 , probably from Mongolian 
gudum

 .





Hutson, Don

 
/ˈhətsən/






(1913–97) US football player. He was a receiver as well as a safety and a kicker for the Green Bay Packers 1935–45. Football Hall of Fame (1963).









Hutterite

 
/ˈhədəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of either an Anabaptist Christian sect established in Moravia in the early 16th century, or a North American community holding similar beliefs and practicing an old-fashioned communal way of life.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Hutterites or their beliefs and practices.











– origin

 from the name of Jacob 
Hutter

 (died 1536), a Moravian Anabaptist, + -ite
 1
 .





Hutton, James

 
/ˈhətn/






(1726–97), Scottish geologist. Although controversial at the time, his description of the processes that have shaped the surface of the earth is now accepted as showing that it is very much older than had previously been believed.










Hutu

 
/ˈho͞oto͞o/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Bantu-speaking people forming the majority population in Rwanda and Burundi. They are traditionally a farming people and were historically dominated by the Tutsi people; the antagonism between the peoples led in 1994 to large-scale ethnic violence, especially in Rwanda.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Hutu.











– origin

 a local name.





Huxley, Aldous

 
/ˈhəkslē/






(1894–1963), English novelist and essayist; full name 
Aldous Leonard Huxley

 . After writing 
Antic Hay

 (1923) and 
Brave New World

 (1932), he moved to California in 1937, where he experimented with psychedelic drugs in 1953 and wrote of his experiences in 
The Doors of Perception

 (1954).









Huxley, Sir Andrew Fielding






(1917–2012), British physiologist, the grandson of Thomas Henry Huxley. He worked with Alan L. Hodgkin on the physiology of nerve transmission. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1963), shared with John C. Eccles and Hodgkin.









Huxley, Thomas Henry






(1825–95), English biologist. A surgeon and leading supporter of Darwinism, he coined the word 
agnostic

 to describe his own beliefs.









Huygens, Christiaan

 
/ˈhoiɡənz/






(1629–95), Dutch physicist, mathematician, and astronomer. His wave theory of light enabled him to explain reflection and refraction.









huzzah

 
/həˈzä /

 

‹archaic›


 
huzza





I.
 
exclamation




used to express approval or delight; hurrah.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cry “huzzah.”











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps used originally as a sailor's cry when hauling.





HV

 
h.v.






abbreviation



1.
 
high velocity.




2.
 
high voltage.













HVAC

 
/ˈāCHˌvak/






abbreviation






(chiefly US)

 heating, ventilation, and air conditioning




•
 
the standard version will have features such as power steering and HVAC




•
 
planning for the HVAC system in the design of the home will simplify the installation work.



















hvy.






abbreviation




heavy.













HW






abbreviation



1.
 
hardwood.




2.
 
high water.




3.
 
hot water (heat).













HWM






abbreviation




high-water mark.













hwy






abbreviation




highway.














hyacinth

 
/ˈhīəˌsinTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bulbous plant of the lily family, with straplike leaves and a compact spike of bell-shaped fragrant flowers. Native to western Asia, hyacinths are cultivated outdoors and as houseplants.

[Genus 
Hyacinthus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular 
H. orientalis

 , from which the common large-flowered cultivars are derived.]




2.
 
a light purplish-blue color typical of some hyacinth flowers.




3.
 
another term for jacinth
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hyacinthine

 
/ˌhīəˈsinTH(ə)n ˌhīəˈsinˌTHīn /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a gem): from French 
hyacinthe

 , via Latin from Greek 
huakinthos

 , denoting any of various plants identified with the flower in the myth of Hyacinthus
 , and a gem (perhaps the sapphire). The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.






hyacinth bean






noun




a tropical Asian plant of the pea family, widely grown as an ornamental or for its edible seeds and pods and as a fodder crop.

[
Lablab purpureus

 (or 
Dolichos lablab

 ), family 
Leguminosae

 .]














Hyacinthus

 
/ˌhīəˈsinTHəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a beautiful boy whom the god Apollo loved but killed accidentally with a discus. From his blood Apollo caused the hyacinth to spring up.









Hyades

 
/ˈhīdēz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an open star cluster in the constellation Taurus, appearing to surround the bright star Aldebaran.







– origin

 from Greek 
Huades

 , by folk etymology from 
huein

 ‘to rain,’ but perhaps from 
hus

 ‘pig,’ the Latin name of the constellation being 
Suculae

 ‘little pigs.’






hyalin

 
/ˈhīələn/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a clear substance produced especially by the degeneration of epithelial or connective tissues.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
hualinos

 , from 
hualos

 ‘glass.’





hyaline

 
/ˈhīələn ˈhīəˌlīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 having a glassy, translucent appearance.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 relating to, consisting of, or characterized by hyaline material.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the hyaline

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a thing that is clear and translucent like glass, especially a smooth sea or a clear sky.




2.
 
another term for hyalin
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
hyalinus

 (see hyalin
 ).





hyaline cartilage






noun




a translucent bluish-white type of cartilage present in the joints, the respiratory tract, and the immature skeleton.














hyaline membrane disease






noun




a condition in newborn babies in which the lungs are deficient in surfactant, preventing their proper expansion and causing the formation of hyaline material in the lung spaces.

Also called respiratory distress syndrome
 .













hyalite

 
/ˈhīəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a translucent, colorless variety of opal.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
hualos

 ‘glass’ + -ite
 1
 .






hyaloid

 
/ˈhīəˌloid/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 glassy; transparent.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
hyaloïde

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
hualoeidēs

 ‘like glass,’ from 
hualos

 ‘glass.’





hyaloid membrane






noun




a thin transparent membrane enveloping the vitreous humor of the eye.













hyaluronic acid

 
/ˌhīəlo͝oˌränik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a viscous fluid carbohydrate present in connective tissue, synovial fluid, and the humors of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





hyaluronate

 
/hīəˈlo͝orəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: 
hyaluronic

 from a blend of hyaloid
 and uronic acid
 .





Hyannis

 
/hīˈanis/






a commercial village in southeastern Massachusetts, on Cape Cod; pop. 16,000 (est. 2008).









hybrid

 
/ˈhīˌbrid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the offspring of two plants or animals of different species or varieties, such as a mule (a hybrid of a donkey and a horse)




•
 
a 
hybrid of

 wheat and rye.










2.
 
a thing made by combining two different elements; a mixture




•
 
the final text is a 
hybrid of

 the stage play and the film.










3.
 
a word formed from elements taken from different languages, for example 
television

 (
tele-

 from Greek, 
vision

 from Latin).




4.
 
(also 
hybrid car

 )
 — a car with a gasoline engine and an electric motor, each of which can propel it.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of mixed character; composed of mixed parts




•
 
Mexico's hybrid postconquest culture.










2.
 
bred as a hybrid from different species or varieties




•
 
a hybrid variety




•
 
hybrid offspring.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hybridism

 
/ˈhībrəˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
hybridity

 
/hīˈbriditē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
hybrida

 ‘offspring of a tame sow and wild boar, child of a freeman and slave, etc.’





hybridization

 
/ˌhībrədəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of an animal or plant breeding with an individual of another species or variety




•
 
these irises are the products of hybridization carried out by a plant breeding firm




•
 
natural hybridization of two fungal species.



















hybridize

 
/ˈhībrəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — crossbreed (individuals of two different species or varieties).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or plant) breed with an individual of another species or variety.








II.
 
derivatives





hybridizable






adjective






















hybrid vigor






noun




another term for heterosis
 .













hyd.






abbreviation



1.
 
hydraulics.




2.
 
hydrostatics.














hydantoin

 
/hīˈdantəwən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound present in sugar beet and used in the manufacture of some anticonvulsant drugs.

[A cyclic derivative of urea; chem. formula: C3
 H4
 N2
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hudōr

 ‘water’ + 
allantoic

 (see allantois
 ) + -in
 1
 .





hydathode

 
/ˈhīdəˌTHōd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a modified pore, especially on a leaf, that exudes drops of water.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
hudōr

 , 
hudat-

 ‘water’ + 
hodos

 ‘way.’





hydatid

 
/ˈhīdədəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a cyst containing watery fluid.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a cyst formed by and containing a tapeworm larva.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a tapeworm larva.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
hydatis

 , from Greek 
hudatis

 , 
hudatid-

 ‘watery vesicle,’ from 
hudōr

 , 
hudat-

 ‘water.’






hydatidiform mole

 
/ˌhīdəˈtidəfôrm ˌmōl/






noun






[Medicine]

 a cluster of fluid-filled sacs formed in the uterus by the degeneration of chorionic tissue around an aborting embryo.













Hyde






see Jekyll, Dr.










Hyde, Edward

 
/hīd/






see Clarendon, Earl of
 .









Hyde Park

 
/ˌhīd ˈpärk/





I.
 
a town in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River, north of Poughkeepsie, associated with the family of Franklin D. Roosevelt; pop. 20,270 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a park in western central London, England.









Hyderabad

 
/ˈhīd(ə)rəˌbad, -ˌbäd/





I.
 
a city in southern India, joint capital of the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana; pop. 4,025,300 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a former large princely state in southern central India, divided in 1956 between Maharashtra, Mysore, and Andhra Pradesh.




III.
 
a city in southeastern Pakistan, in the province of Sind, on the Indus River; pop. 1,536,400 (est. 2009).










hydr-






combining form




variant spelling of hydro-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
hydraulic

 ).














hydra

 
/ˈhīdrə/





I.
 
noun




a minute freshwater coelenterate with a stalklike tubular body and a ring of tentacles around the mouth.

[Genus 
Hydra

 , class 
Hydrozoa

 .]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
hudra

 ‘water snake’ (see Hydra
 ), named by Linnaeus because, if cut into pieces, each section can grow into a whole animal.






Hydra

 
/ˈhīdrə/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a many-headed snake whose heads grew again as they were cut off, killed by Hercules.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
hydra

 )
 — a thing that is hard to overcome or resist because of its pervasive or enduring quality or its many aspects.




III.
 


[Astronomy]

 the largest constellation (the Water Snake or Sea Monster), said to represent the beast slain by Hercules. Its few bright stars are close to the celestial equator.

Compare with Hydrus
 .




IV.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Hydrae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Hydrae.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
hudra

 .





hydramnios

 
/hīˈdramnēˌäs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which excess amniotic fluid accumulates during pregnancy.













hydrangea

 
/hīˈdrānjə/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or climbing plant with rounded or flattened flowering heads of small florets, the outer ones of which are typically infertile. Hydrangeas are native to Asia and America.

[Genus 
Hydrangea

 , family 
Hydrangeaceae

 : many species, in particular 
late hydrangea

 (
H. paniculata

 ), an ornamental shrub that blooms in late summer, and 
bigleaf hydrangea

 (
H. macrophylla

 ), commonly grown for florists and as a houseplant.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
angeion

 ‘vessel’ (from the cup shape of its seed capsule).





hydrant

 
/ˈhīdrənt/





I.
 
noun




a fixture in a street or other public place with a nozzle by which a hose may be attached to a water main.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US): formed irregularly from hydro-
 ‘relating to water’ + -ant
 .






hydrate

 
/ˈhīˌdrāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound, typically a crystalline one, in which water molecules are chemically bound to another compound or an element.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to absorb water.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 combine chemically with water molecules


(as 
adj.

 
hydrated

 )


•
 
hydrated silicate crystals.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydratable






adjective













2.
 
hydrator

 
/ˈhīˌdrādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
hudōr

 ‘water.’





hydration

 
/hīˈdrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of causing something to absorb water




•
 
the human body requires adequate hydration to function properly




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
samples with different hydration levels.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the process of combining a substance chemically with water molecules




•
 
the hydration of carbon dioxide.



















hydraulic

 
/hīˈdrôlik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting, relating to, or operated by a liquid moving in a confined space under pressure




•
 
hydraulic fluid




•
 
hydraulic lifting gear.










2.
 
of or relating to the science of hydraulics.




3.
 
(of cement) hardening under water.








II.
 
derivatives





hydraulically

 
/hīˈdrôlək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
hudraulikos

 , from 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
aulos

 ‘pipe.’






hydraulic fracturing






noun




the forcing open of fissures in subterranean rocks by introducing liquid at high pressure, especially to extract oil or gas.













hydraulic ram






noun




an automatic pump in which a large volume of water flows through a valve that it periodically forces shut, the sudden pressure change being used to raise a smaller volume of water to a higher level.













hydraulics

 
/hīˈdrôliks/






plural noun



1.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the branch of science and technology concerned with the conveyance of liquids through pipes and channels, especially as a source of mechanical force or control.




2.
 
hydraulic systems, mechanisms, or forces.













hydrazine

 
/ˈhīdrəˌzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless volatile alkaline liquid with powerful reducing properties, used in chemical synthesis and in some kinds of rocket fuels.

[Chem. formula: N2
 H4
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hydrogen
 + azo-
 + -ine
 4
 .






hydric

 
/ˈhīdrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an environment or habitat) containing plenty of moisture; very wet.

Compare with mesic
 1
 and xeric
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hydro-
 + -ic
 .





hydride

 
/ˈhīdrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of hydrogen with a metal.













hydriodic acid

 
/ˌhīdrēˌädik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a strongly acidic solution of the gas hydrogen iodide in water.

[Chem. formula: HI.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
hydriodic

 from a blend of hydrogen
 and iodine
 .





hydro

 
/ˈhīdrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hydroelectric power plant.




2.
 
hydroelectricity.




3.
 


(Canadian)

 electricity.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a hotel or clinic originally providing hydropathic treatment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.






hydro-

 
/ˈhīdrō /

 
hydr-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
water; relating to water




•
 
hydraulic




•
 
hydrocolloid.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 affected with an accumulation of serous fluid




•
 
hydrocephalus.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 combined with hydrogen




•
 
hydrocarbon.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hudōr

 ‘water.’





hydrobromic acid

 
/ˌhīdrəˌbrōmik ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a strongly acidic solution of the gas hydrogen bromide in water.

[Chem. formula: HBr.]













hydrocarbon

 
/ˌhīdrəˈkärbən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound of hydrogen and carbon, such as any of those that are the chief components of petroleum and natural gas.













hydrocele

 
/ˈhīdrəˌsēl/






noun






[Medicine]

 the accumulation of serous fluid in a body sac.













hydrocephalus

 
/ˌhīdrōˈsefələs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which fluid accumulates in the brain, typically in young children, enlarging the head and sometimes causing brain damage.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrocephalic

 
/ˌhīdrōsəˈfalik /






adjective













2.
 
hydrocephaly

 
/-ˈsefəlē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hudrokephalon

 , from 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head.’






hydrochloric acid

 
/ˌhīdrəˌklôrik ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a strongly acidic solution of the gas hydrogen chloride in water.

[Chem. formula: HCl.]













hydrochloride

 
/ˌhīdrəˈklôrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound of a particular organic base with hydrochloric acid


[with 
adj.

 ]


•
 
cocaine hydrochloride.



















hydrochlorofluorocarbon

 
/ˌhīdrōˌklôrōˈflôrōˌkärbən /

 
HCFC






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of inert compounds of carbon, hydrogen, hydrocarbons, chlorine, and fluorine, used in place of chlorofluorocarbons as being somewhat less destructive to the ozone layer.













hydrocolloid

 
/ˌhīdrōˈkäloid/






noun




a substance that forms a gel in the presence of water, examples of which are used in surgical dressings and in various industrial applications.














hydrocortisone

 
/ˌhīdrəˈkôrdiˌzōn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a steroid hormone produced by the adrenal cortex and used medicinally to treat inflammation resulting from eczema and rheumatism.














hydrocyanic acid

 
/ˌhīdrōsīˌanik ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a highly poisonous acidic solution of hydrogen cyanide in water.













hydrodynamics

 
/ˌhīdrōdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science concerned with forces acting on or exerted by fluids (especially liquids).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrodynamic

 
/ˌhīdrōˌdīˈnamik /






adjective













2.
 
hydrodynamical

 
/-ˈnamikəl /






adjective













3.
 
hydrodynamically






adverb













4.
 
hydrodynamicist

 
/-ˈnamisist /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
hydrodynamica

 , from Greek 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
dunamikos

 (see dynamic
 ).





hydroelectric

 
/ˌhīdrōəˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the generation of electricity using flowing water (typically from a reservoir held behind a dam or other barrier) to drive a turbine that powers a generator.








II.
 
derivatives





hydroelectricity

 
/ˌhīdrōəˌlekˈtrisədē /






noun





















hydrofluoric acid

 
/ˌhīdrəˌflo͝orik ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an acidic and extremely corrosive solution of the liquid hydrogen fluoride in water.

[Chem. formula: HF.]













hydrofluorocarbon

 
/ˌhīdrōˈflôrəˌkärbən /

 
HFC






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of partly chlorinated and fluorinated hydrocarbons, used as an alternative to chlorofluorocarbons in foam production, refrigeration, and other processes.














hydrofoil

 
/ˈhīdrəˌfoil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a boat whose hull is fitted underneath with shaped vanes (foils) that lift the hull clear of the water to increase the boat's speed.




2.
 
another term for foil
 4
 .











– origin

 1920s: from hydro-
 ‘relating to water’ + foil
 4
 .





hydrofracturing

 
/ˈhīdrəˌfrak(t)SHəriNG/






noun




another term for hydraulic fracturing
 .













hydrogel

 
/ˈhīdrəˌjel/






noun




a gel in which the liquid component is water.














hydrogen

 
/ˈhīdrəjən/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
H

 )
 — a colorless, odorless, highly flammable gas, the chemical element of atomic number 1.

Hydrogen is the lightest of the chemical elements and has the simplest atomic structure, a single electron orbiting a nucleus consisting of a single proton. It is by far the most common element in the universe, although not on the earth, where it occurs chiefly combined with oxygen as water.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrogenous

 
/hīˈdräj(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
-genēs

 (see -gen
 ).





hydrogenase

 
/ˈhīdrəjəˌnās hīˈdräjəˌnās/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the reduction of a particular substance by hydrogen.













hydrogenate

 
/ˈhīdrəjəˌnāt hīˈdräjənāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
hydrogenated

 )


1.
 
charge with or cause to combine with hydrogen.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrogenation

 
/ˌhīdrəjəˈnāSH(ə)n hīˌdräjəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun






















hydrogen bomb

 
/ˈhīdrəjən bäm/






noun




an immensely powerful bomb whose destructive power comes from the rapid release of energy during the nuclear fusion of isotopes of hydrogen (deuterium and tritium), using an atom bomb as a trigger.

Compare with atom bomb
 .













hydrogen bond






noun






[Chemistry]

 a weak bond between two molecules resulting from an electrostatic attraction between a proton in one molecule and an electronegative atom in the other.













hydrogen cyanide






noun






[Chemistry]

 a highly poisonous gas or volatile liquid with an odor of bitter almonds, made by the action of acids on cyanides.

[Chem. formula: HCN.]













hydrogen peroxide

 
/ˈhīdrəjən pəˈräkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, viscous, unstable liquid with strong oxidizing properties, commonly used in diluted form in disinfectants and bleaches.

[Chem. formula: H2
 O2
 .]














hydrogen sulfide






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless poisonous gas with a smell of rotten eggs, made by the action of acids on sulfides.

[Chem. formula: H2
 S.]













hydrogeology

 
/ˌhīdrəjēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of geology concerned with water occurring underground or on the surface of the earth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrogeological

 
/ˌhīdrəˌjēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
hydrogeologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















hydrography

 
/hīˈdräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the science of surveying and charting bodies of water, such as seas, lakes, and rivers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrographer

 
/hīˈdräɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
hydrographic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
hydrographical

 
/ˌhīdrəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
hydrographically

 
/ˌhīdrəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















hydroid

 
/ˈhīdroid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a coelenterate of an order that includes the hydras. They are distinguished by the dominance of the polyp phase.

[Order 
Hydroida

 , class 
Hydrozoa

 .]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to coelenterates of the hydroid group.




2.
 
another term for polypoid
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hydra
 + -oid
 .





hydrolase

 
/ˈhīdrəˌlās, -ˌlāz/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the hydrolysis of a particular substrate.













hydrology

 
/hīˈdräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the properties of the earth's water, especially its movement in relation to land.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrologic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
hydrological

 
/ˌhīdrəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
hydrologically

 
/ˌhīdrəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
hydrologist

 
/hīˈdräləjəst /






noun





















hydrolysate

 
/hīˈdräləˌsāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance produced by hydrolysis.













hydrolysis

 
/hīˈdräləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the chemical breakdown of a compound due to reaction with water.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrolytic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈlitik /






adjective





















hydrolyze

 
/ˈhīdrəˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 hydrolyse






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 break down (a compound) by chemical reaction with water.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 undergo chemical breakdown due to reaction with water.













hydromagnetics

 
/ˌhīdrōmaɡˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun




another term for magnetohydrodynamics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hydromagnetic






adjective





















hydromancy

 
/ˈhīdrəˌmansē/






noun




divination by means of signs derived from the appearance of water and its movements.













hydromassage

 
/ˌhīdrōməˈsäZH/






noun




massage using jets of water, as a health or beauty treatment.













hydromechanics

 
/ˌhīdrōməˈkaniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the mechanics of liquids; hydrodynamics, especially in relation to mechanical applications.








II.
 
derivatives





hydromechanical

 
/-ˈkanikəl /






adjective





















hydromedusa

 
/ˌhīdrōməˈd(y)o͞osə, -zə/






noun






[Zoology]

 the medusoid phase of a hydroid coelenterate.













hydromel

 
/ˈhīdrəˌmel/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a drink similar to mead, made with fermented honey and water.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
hudromeli

 , from 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
meli

 ‘honey.’





hydrometeor

 
/ˌhīdrōˈmēdēər/






noun






[Meteorology]

 an atmospheric phenomenon or entity involving water or water vapor, such as rain or a cloud.













hydrometer

 
/hīˈdrämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the density of liquids.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrometric

 
/ˌhīdrəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
hydrometry

 
/-itrē /






noun





















hydronic

 
/hīˈdränik/






adjective




denoting a cooling or heating system in which heat is transported using circulating water.














hydronium ion

 
/hīˌdrōnēəm ˈīˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the ion H3
 O+
 , consisting of a protonated water molecule and present in all aqueous acids.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
hydronium

 , from German (a contraction).






hydropathy

 
/hīˈdräpəTHē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of illness through the use of water, either internally or through external means such as steam baths (not now a part of orthodox medicine).

Compare with hydrotherapy
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydropathic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈpaTHik /






adjective













2.
 
hydropathist

 
/-THist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hydro-
 ‘of water,’ on the pattern of 
allopathy

 and 
homeopathy

 .






hydrophilic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈfilik/





I.
 
adjective




having a tendency to mix with, dissolve in, or be wetted by water.

The opposite of hydrophobic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hydrophilicity

 
/-fəˈlisitē /






noun





















hydrophilous

 
/hīˈdräfələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) water-pollinated.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrophily

 
/-ˈdräfəlē /






noun






















hydrophobia

 
/ˌhīdrəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme or irrational fear of water, especially as a symptom of rabies in humans.




2.
 
rabies, especially in humans.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
hudrophobia

 , from 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
phobos

 ‘fear.’






hydrophobic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈfōbik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to repel or fail to mix with water.

The opposite of hydrophilic
 .




2.
 
of or suffering from hydrophobia.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrophobicity

 
/-fōˈbisitē /






noun





















hydrophone

 
/ˈhīdrəˌfōn/






noun




a microphone that detects sound waves under water.













hydrophyte

 
/ˈhīdrəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that grows only in or on water.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrophytic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈfitik /






adjective





















hydroplane

 
/ˈhīdrəˌplān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light fast motorboat designed to skim over the surface of water.




2.
 
a finlike attachment that enables a moving submarine to rise or fall in the water.




3.
 


(US)

 a seaplane.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a vehicle) slide uncontrollably on the wet surface of a road




•
 
a motorist whose car hydroplaned and crashed into a tree.




















hydroponics

 
/ˌhīdrəˈpäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the process of growing plants in sand, gravel, or liquid, with added nutrients but without soil.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydroponic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈpänik /






adjective













2.
 
hydroponically

 
/-ˈpänik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1930s: from hydro-
 ‘of water’ + Greek 
ponos

 ‘labor’ + -ics
 .





hydropower

 
/ˈhīdrəˌpouər/






noun




hydroelectric power.













hydroquinone

 
/ˌhīdrəˈkwiˌnōn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound made by the reduction of benzoquinone.

[Alternative name: 
benzene-1,4-diol

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OH)2
 .]













hydrosphere

 
/ˈhīdrəˌsfir/






noun

 — (usu. 
the hydrosphere

 )


1.
 
all the waters on the earth's surface, such as lakes and seas, and sometimes including water over the earth's surface, such as clouds.













hydrostatic

 
/ˌhīdrəˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the equilibrium of liquids and the pressure exerted by liquid at rest.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hydrostatical






adjective













2.
 
hydrostatically

 
/ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Greek 
hudrostatēs

 ‘hydrostatic balance,’ from 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + 
statikos

 (see static
 ).





hydrostatics

 
/ˌhīdrəˈstadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of mechanics concerned with the hydrostatic properties of liquids.













hydrosulfite

 
/ˌhīdrōˈsəlfīt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 hydrosulphite






noun




another term for dithionite
 .














hydrotherapy

 
/ˌhīdrōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for hydropathy
 .




2.
 
the use of exercises in a pool as part of treatment for conditions such as arthritis or partial paralysis.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrotherapist

 
/-pist /






noun





















hydrothermal

 
/ˌhīdrōˈTHərməl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the action of heated water in the earth's crust.








II.
 
derivatives





hydrothermally






adverb





















hydrothermal vent






noun




an opening in the sea floor out of which heated mineral-rich water flows.













hydrothorax

 
/ˌhīdrōˈTHôraks/






noun




the condition of having fluid in the pleural cavity.













hydrotropism

 
/ˌhīdrəˈtrōpizəm/






noun






[Botany]

 the growth or turning of plant roots toward or away from moisture.













hydrous

 
/ˈhīdrəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Chemistry]

 
[Geology]

 containing water as a constituent




•
 
a hydrous lava flow.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
hudro-

 ‘water’ + -ous
 .






hydroxide

 
/hīˈdräkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound of a metal with the hydroxide ion OH−
 (as in many alkalis) or the group —OH.













hydroxonium ion

 
/ˌhīdräkˌsōnēəm ˈīˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for hydronium ion
 .











– origin

 1920s: 
hydroxonium

 from hydro-
 (relating to hydrogen) + oxy-
 2
 + the suffix 
-onium

 (from ammonium
 ).






hydroxy-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing hydroxyl
 or hydroxide
 :




•
 
hydroxyapatite.



















hydroxyapatite

 
/hīˌdräksēˈapəˌtīt/






noun




a mineral of the apatite group that is the main inorganic constituent of tooth enamel and bone, although it is rare in rocks.














hydroxyl

 
/hīˈdräksəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the radical —OH, present in alcohols and many other organic compounds




•
 
a hydroxyl group.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a blend of hydrogen
 and oxygen
 , + -yl
 .





hydroxylate

 
/hīˈdräksəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
hydroxylated

 )


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce a hydroxyl group into (a molecule or compound).








II.
 
derivatives





hydroxylation

 
/hiˌdräksəˈlāSHən /






noun





















Hydrozoa

 
/ˌhīdrəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of coelenterates that includes hydras and Portuguese men-of-war. Many of them are colonial, and some kinds have both polypoid and medusoid phases.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from hydro-
 ‘water’ + Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





hydrozoan

 
/ˌhīdrəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a coelenterate of the class 
Hydrozoa

 , such as a hydra or Portuguese man-of-war.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting hydrozoans.














Hydrus

 
/ˈhīdrəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous southern constellation (the Water Snake), between the star Achernar and the south celestial pole.

Compare with Hydra
 (
sense

 2).




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Hydri

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Hydri.













– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
hudros

 .





hyena

 
/hīˈēnə/





I.
 
noun




a doglike African mammal with forelimbs that are longer than the hind limbs and an erect mane. Hyenas are noted as scavengers but most are also effective hunters.

[Family 
Hyaenidae

 : two genera, in particular 
Hyaena

 , and three species.]











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
huaina

 , feminine of 
hus

 ‘pig’ (the transference of the term probably being because the animal's mane was thought to resemble a hog's bristles).





hygiene

 
/ˈhīˌjēn/





I.
 
noun




conditions or practices conducive to maintaining health and preventing disease, especially through cleanliness




•
 
poor standards of food hygiene




•
 
personal hygiene.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French from modern Latin 
hygieina

 , from Greek 
hugieinē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of health,’ from 
hugiēs

 ‘healthy.’





hygienic

 
/hīˈjenik hīˈjēnik/





I.
 
adjective




conducive to maintaining health and preventing disease, especially by being clean; sanitary




•
 
hygienic conditions.














II.
 
derivatives





hygienically

 
/ˌhīˈjenək(ə)lē ˌhīˈjēnək(ə)lē /






adverb





















hygienist

 
/hīˈjēnəst hīˈjenəst/






noun



1.
 
a specialist in the promotion of clean conditions for the preservation of health




•
 
an industrial hygienist.










2.
 
short for dental hygienist
 .













hygro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to moisture




•
 
hygrometer.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hugros

 ‘wet.’





hygrometer

 
/hīˈɡrämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the humidity of the air or a gas.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hygrometric

 
/ˌhīɡrəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
hygrometry

 
/hīˈɡrämətrē /






noun





















hygrophilous

 
/hīˈɡräfələs/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) growing in damp conditions.













hygrophyte

 
/ˈhīɡrəˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant that grows in wet conditions.













hygroscope

 
/ˈhīɡrəˌskōp/






noun




an instrument that gives an indication of the humidity of the air.













hygroscopic

 
/ˌhīɡrəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) tending to absorb moisture from the air.




2.
 
relating to humidity or its measurement.








II.
 
derivatives





hygroscopically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















hying

 
/ˈhīiNG/






present participle of hie
 .









Hyksos

 
/ˈhikˌsäs, -ˌsōs/





I.
 
plural noun




a people of mixed Semitic and Asian descent who invaded Egypt and settled in the Nile delta 
c.

 1640 
BC

 . They formed the 15th and 16th dynasties of Egypt and ruled a large part of the country until driven out 
c.

 1532 
BC

 .











– origin

 from Greek 
Huksōs

 (interpreted by Manetho as ‘shepherd kings’ or ‘captive shepherds’), from Egyptian 
heqa khoswe

 ‘foreign rulers.’





hyla

 
/ˈhīlə/





I.
 
noun




a tree frog of a widespread genus, typically bright green in color.

[Genus 
Hyla

 , family 
Hylidae

 : many species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
hulē

 ‘timber.’





hylic

 
/ˈhīlik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of matter; material.

The opposite of psychic
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hulikos

 , from 
hulē

 ‘matter.’






hylo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to matter




•
 
hylozoism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hulē

 ‘matter.’





hylomorphism

 
/ˌhīləˈmôrfizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that physical objects result from the combination of matter and form.








II.
 
derivatives





hylomorphic

 
/-fik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hylo-
 ‘matter’ + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form.’





hylozoism

 
/ˌhīləˈzōizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that all matter has life.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from hylo-
 ‘matter’ + Greek 
zōē

 ‘life.’





hymen

 
/ˈhīmən/





I.
 
noun




a membrane that partially closes the opening of the vagina and whose presence is traditionally taken to be a mark of virginity.








II.
 
derivatives





hymenal

 
/ˈhīmən(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
humēn

 ‘membrane.’





hymeneal

 
/ˌhīməˈnēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of or concerning marriage.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
hymenaeus

 , from 
Hymen

 (from Greek 
Humēn

 ), the name of the god of marriage, + -al
 .





hymenium

 
/hīˈmēnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in higher fungi) a surface consisting mainly of spore-bearing structures (asci or basidia).








II.
 
derivatives





hymenial

 
/-nēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
humenion

 , diminutive of 
humēn

 ‘membrane.’





Hymenoptera

 
/ˌhīməˈnäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a large order of insects that includes the bees, wasps, ants, and sawflies. These insects have four transparent wings and the females typically have a sting.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
hymenoptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Hymenoptera

 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
humenopteros

 ‘membrane-winged,’ from 
humēn

 ‘membrane’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





hymenopteran

 
/ˌhīməˈnäptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




an insect of the order 
Hymenoptera

 , such as a bee, wasp, or ant.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting hymenopterans.








III.
 
derivatives





hymenopterous

 
/ˌhīməˈnäpt(ə)rəs /






adjective





















Hymie

 
/ˈhīmē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Jewish person.











– origin

 1980s: colloquial abbreviation of the Jewish male given name 
Hyman

 .






hymn

 
/him/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious song or poem, typically of praise to God or a god




•
 
a Hellenistic 
hymn to

 Apollo.










2.
 
a formal song sung during Christian worship, typically by the whole congregation.




3.
 
a song, text, or other composition praising or celebrating someone or something




•
 
a most unusual passage like a 
hymn to

 the great outdoors.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — praise or celebrate (something)




•
 
Johnson's reply hymns education.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹rare›

 sing hymns.








III.
 
derivatives





hymnic

 
/ˈhimnik /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, via Latin from Greek 
humnos

 ‘ode or song in praise of a god or hero,’ used in the Septuagint to translate various Hebrew words, and hence in the New Testament and other Christian writings.






hymnal

 
/ˈhimnəl/





I.
 
noun




a book of hymns.








II.
 
adjective




of hymns




•
 
hymnal music.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
hymnale

 , from Latin 
hymnus

 (see hymn
 ).





hymnary

 
/ˈhimnərē/






noun




another term for hymnal
 .













hymnody

 
/ˈhimnədē/





I.
 
noun




the singing or composition of hymns.








II.
 
derivatives





hymnodist

 
/-dist /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
humnōidia

 , from 
humnos

 ‘hymn.’





hymnographer

 
/himˈnäɡrəfər/





I.
 
noun




a writer of hymns.








II.
 
derivatives





hymnography

 
/-ˈnäɡrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
humnographos

 , from 
humnos

 ‘hymn’ + 
graphos

 ‘writer.’





hymnology

 
/himˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study or composition of hymns.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hymnological

 
/ˌhimnəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
hymnologist

 
/himˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally from Greek 
humnologia

 ‘hymn-singing,’ the early sense until the mid 19th cent.





hyoid

 
/ˈhīˌoid /

 

‹Anatomy Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a U-shaped bone in the neck that supports the tongue.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the hyoid bone or structures associated with it.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French from modern Latin 
hyoïdes

 , from Greek 
huoeidēs

 ‘shaped like the letter upsilon (υ).’





hyoscine

 
/ˈhīəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for scopolamine
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
hyoscyamus

 (see hyoscyamine
 ) + -ine
 4
 .






hyoscyamine

 
/ˌhīəˈsīəmin, -ˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous compound present in henbane, with similar properties to hyoscine.

[Chem. formula: C17
 H23
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
hyoscyamus

 (from Greek 
huoskuamos

 ‘henbane,’ from 
hus

 , 
huos

 ‘pig’ + 
kuamos

 ‘bean’) + -ine
 4
 .





hyp.






abbreviation



1.
 
hypotenuse.




2.
 
hypothesis or hypothetical.













hyp-






combining form




variant spelling of hypo-
 shortened before a vowel or 
h

 (as in 
hypesthesia

 ).













hypallage

 
/hīˈpaləjē, hi-/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 a transposition of the natural relations of two elements in a proposition, for example in the sentence “Melissa shook her doubtful curls.”











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hupallagē

 , from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
allassein

 ‘to exchange.’





hypalon

 
/ˈhīpəˌlän /

 


‹trademark›

 Hypalon





I.
 
noun




a kind of synthetic rubber made of chlorinated and sulfonated polyethylene.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





hypanthium

 
/hiˈpanTHēəm, hī-/






noun






[Botany]

 a cuplike or tubular enlargement of the receptacle of a flower, loosely surrounding the gynoecium or united with it.













Hypatia

 
/hīˈpāSHə, -patēə/






(
c.

 370–415), Greek philosopher, astronomer, and mathematician. She was the head of the Neoplatonist school in Alexandria and was famous for her eloquence and learning. She was murdered by a mob of Christians incited by Cyril, the bishop of Alexandria.









hype1


 
/hīp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
extravagant or intensive publicity or promotion




•
 
she relied on hype and headlines to stoke up interest in her music.










2.
 
a deception carried out for the sake of publicity.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
promote or publicize (a product or idea) intensively, often exaggerating its importance or benefits




•
 
an industry quick to hype its products.

















– origin

 1920s (originally in the sense ‘shortchange, cheat,’ or ‘person who cheats, etc’): of unknown origin.






hype2


 
/hīp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hypodermic needle or injection.




2.
 
a drug addict.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be hyped up

 )


1.
 
stimulate or excite (someone)




•
 
I was hyped up because I wanted to do well.

















– origin

 1920s (originally US): abbreviation of hypodermic
 .






hyper

 
/ˈhīpər/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 hyperactive or unusually energetic




•
 
eating sugar makes you hyper.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of hyperactive
 .






hyper-

 
/ˈhīpər/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
over; beyond; above




•
 
hypernym.










2.
 
exceeding




•
 
hypersonic.










3.
 
excessively; above normal




•
 
hyperthyroidism.










4.
 
relating to hypertext




•
 
hyperlink.

















– origin

 from Greek 
huper

 ‘over, beyond.’





hyperacidity

 
/ˌhīpərəˈsidədē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the level of acid in the gastric juices is excessive, causing discomfort.














hyperactive

 
/ˌhīpərˈaktiv/






adjective



1.
 
abnormally or extremely active




•
 
a hyperactive pituitary gland.










2.
 
(of a child) showing constantly active and sometimes disruptive behavior.













hyperactivity

 
/ˌhīpərakˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the condition of being abnormally or extremely active




•
 
hyperactivity of the thyroid gland.










2.
 
constantly active and sometimes disruptive behavior, occurring primarily in children




•
 
students deprived of sleep tend to display hyperactivity.



















hyperalgesia

 
/ˌhīpəralˈjēzēə, -ˈjēsēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally heightened sensitivity to pain.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperalgesic

 
/-ˈjēzik, -ˈjēsik /






adjective





















hyperalimentation

 
/ˌhīpərˌaləmənˈtāSHən/






noun






[Medicine]

 artificial supply of nutrients, typically intravenously.













hyperbaric

 
/ˌhīpərˈberik/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving a gas at a pressure greater than normal.











– origin

 1960s: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + Greek 
baros

 ‘heavy.’





hyperbaton

 
/hīˈpərbəˌtän/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 an inversion of the normal order of words, especially for the sake of emphasis, as in the sentence “
this I must see

 .”











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
huperbaton

 ‘overstepping’ (from 
huper

 ‘over, above’ + 
bainein

 ‘go, walk’).






hyperbola

 
/hīˈpərbələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symmetrical open curve formed by the intersection of a circular cone with a plane at a smaller angle with its axis than the side of the cone.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the pair of hyperbolas formed by the intersection of a plane with two equal cones on opposites of the same vertex.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
huperbolē

 ‘excess’ (from 
huper

 ‘above’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw’).





hyperbole

 
/hīˈpərbəlē/





I.
 
noun




exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken literally.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hyperbolical

 
/ˌhīpərˈbälək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
hyperbolically

 
/ˌhīpərˈbälik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
hyperbolism

 
/hīˈpərbəˌlizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
huperbolē

 (see hyperbola
 ).





hyperbolic

 
/ˌhīpərˈbälik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a hyperbola.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a function, e.g., a cosine) having the same relation to a rectangular hyperbola as the unqualified function does to a circle.




3.
 
(of language) exaggerated; hyperbolical.













hyperbolic paraboloid






noun






[Mathematics]

 a surface whose section parallel to one properly oriented coordinate plane is a hyperbola and whose sections parallel to the other two coordinate planes are parabolas.













hyperbolize

 
/hīˈpərbəˌlīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent something as being larger, better, or worse than it really is; exaggerate




•
 
victims are prone to hyperbolize and invent details that just aren't there




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his wife had somewhat hyperbolized his claim.




















hyperboloid

 
/hīˈpərbəˌloid/





I.
 
noun




a solid or surface having plane sections that are hyperbolas, ellipses, or circles.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperboloidal

 
/hīˌpərbəˈloidl /






adjective





















hyperborean

 
/ˌhīpərˈbôrēən ˌhīpərbəˈrēən /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of the extreme north.




2.
 
(
Hyperborean

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 a member of a race worshiping Apollo and living in a land of sunshine and plenty beyond the north wind.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the extreme north.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
hyperboreanus

 , from Greek 
huperboreos

 , from 
huper

 ‘beyond’ + 
boreas

 ‘north wind.’





hypercapnia

 
/ˌhīpərˈkapnēə/






noun






[Pathology]

 excessive carbon dioxide in the bloodstream, typically caused by inadequate respiration.













hypercholesterolemia

 
/ˌhīpərkəˌlestərəˈlēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypercholesterolaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an excess of cholesterol in the bloodstream.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + cholesterol
 + -emia
 .





hyperconnected

 
/ˌhīpərkəˈnektəd/






adjective




characterized by the widespread or habitual use of devices that have Internet connectivity




•
 
in our hyperconnected world, employees expect to work from anywhere




•
 
how instantly reachable we all are, how hyperconnected, with our smartphones, laptops, and tablets.



















hyperconscious

 
/ˌhīpərˈkänSHəs/






adjective




acutely or excessively aware




•
 
placing so much emphasis on willpower as to become hyperconscious, if not sometimes even inhibited.



















hypercorrection

 
/ˌhīpərkəˈrekSHən/





I.
 
noun




the erroneous use of a word form or pronunciation based on a false analogy with a correct or prestigious form, such as 
between you and I

 for the standard 
between you and me

 .








II.
 
derivatives





hypercorrect

 
/-ˈrekt /






adjective





















hypercritical

 
/ˌhīpərˈkridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




excessively and unreasonably critical, especially of small faults.








II.
 
derivatives





hypercritically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















hypercube

 
/ˈhīpərˌkyo͞ob/






noun




a geometric figure in four or more dimensions that is analogous to a cube in three dimensions.













hyperdrive

 
/ˈhīpərˌdrīv/






noun




(in science fiction) a propulsion system for travel in hyperspace.













hyperemesis

 
/hīpəˈreməsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 severe or prolonged vomiting




•
 
the clinical practicability is limited by a higher degree of side effects, especially hyperemesis.










2.
 
(in full 
hyperemesis gravidarum

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 persistent severe vomiting leading to weight loss and dehydration, as a condition occurring during pregnancy




•
 
hyperemesis gravidarum occurs in approximately 0.5 to 2 per cent of pregnancies.







[
gravidarum

 from feminine genitive plural of Latin 
gravidus

 ‘pregnant’ (see gravid
 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + emesis
 .





hyperemia

 
/ˌhīpəˈrēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hyperaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an excess of blood in the vessels supplying an organ or other part of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperemic

 
/-ˈrēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + -emia
 .





hyperesthesia

 
/ˌhīpərəsˈTHēZHə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hyperaesthesia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 excessive physical sensitivity, especially of the skin.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperesthetic

 
/-ˈTHetik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + Greek 
aisthēsis

 ‘sensation.’





hyperextend

 
/ˌhīpərikˈstend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forcefully extend (a limb or joint) beyond its normal limits, either in exercise or therapy or so as to cause injury.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperextension

 
/-ˈstenSHən /






noun





















hyperflier

 
/ˈhīpərˌflīər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who travels a great deal, especially for business.











– origin

 1990s: from 
hyper-

 ‘excessively, above normal’ + 
flier

 .





hyperfocal distance

 
/ˌhīpərˌfōkəl ˈdistəns/






noun




the distance between a camera lens and the closest object that is in focus when the lens is focused at infinity.













hypergamy

 
/hīˈpərɡəmē/





I.
 
noun




the action of marrying a person of a superior caste or class.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above’ + Greek 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’





hyperglycemia

 
/ˌhīpərɡlīˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hyperglycaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an excess of glucose in the bloodstream, often associated with diabetes mellitus.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperglycemic

 
/-ˈsēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + glyco-
 + -emia
 .





hypergolic

 
/ˌhīpərˈɡälik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a rocket propellant) igniting spontaneously on mixing with another substance.











– origin

 1940s: from German 
Hypergol

 , probably from hyper-
 ‘beyond’ + Greek 
ergon

 ‘work’ + -ol
 .





hypericin

 
/ˌhīˈperəs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a substance found in St. John's wort, credited with chemical and pharmacological properties similar to those of antidepressants.

[A polycyclic quinone; chem. formula: C30
 H14
 O8
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
hypericum

 ‘a yellow-flowered plant’ + 
-in

 , chemical suffix.





hypericum

 
/hīˈperəkəm/





I.
 
noun




a yellow-flowered plant of a genus that includes the St. John's worts and rose of Sharon.

[Genus 
Hypericum

 , family 
Guttiferae

 .]











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
hupereikon

 , from 
huper

 ‘over, above’ + 
ereikē

 ‘heath.’





hyperimmune

 
/ˌhīpəriˈmyo͞on/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 having a high concentration of antibodies produced in reaction to repeated injections of an antigen.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperimmunized

 
/-ˈimyəˌnīzd /






adjective





















hyperinflation

 
/hīpərinˈflāSH(ə)n/






noun




monetary inflation occurring at a very high rate.













hyperinstrument

 
/ˈhīpərˌinstrəmənt/






noun




a musical instrument designed or adapted to be used with electronic sensors whose output controls the computerized generation or transformation of the sound.













Hyperion

 
/hīˈpirēən /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Saturn, the sixteenth closest to the planet, discovered in 1848. It has an irregular shape, with a diameter of 159 miles (255 km).







– origin

 named after a Titan of Greek mythology.





hyperkeratosis

 
/ˌhīpərˌkerəˈtōsis/






noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal thickening of the outer layer of the skin.













hyperkinesis

 
/ˌhīpərkiˈnēsis /

 
hyperkinesia





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 muscle spasm.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a disorder of children marked by hyperactivity and inability to concentrate.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘above normal’ + Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘motion.’





hyperkinetic

 
/ˌhīpərkəˈnedik/






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 frenetic; hyperactive.




2.
 
of or affected with hyperkinesis.














hyperlink

 
/ˈhīpərˌliNGk /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
noun




a link from a hypertext file or document to another location or file, typically activated by clicking on a highlighted word or image on the screen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create a hyperlink between (documents or parts of a document)




•
 
thumbnail images that are hyperlinked to a larger image.



















hyperlipemia

 
/ˌhīpərləˈpēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hyperlipaemia





I.
 
noun




another term for hyperlipidemia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hyperlipemic

 
/-ˈpēmik /






adjective






















hyperlipidemia

 
/ˌhīpərˌlipəˈdēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hyperlipidaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormally high concentration of fats or lipids in the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperlipidemic

 
/-ˈdēmik /






adjective





















hyperlocal

 
/ˌhīpərˈlōk(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or focusing on matters concerning a small community or geographical area




•
 
an app which provides hyperlocal weather forecasts




•
 
Chicago's leading hyperlocal news source




•
 
consumers demand content that is highly personalized and hyperlocal.



















hypermarket

 
/ˈhīpərˌmärkət/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a very large store with a wide range of goods and a large parking lot, typically situated outside a town.











– origin

 1970s: translation of French 
hypermarché

 , from hyper-
 ‘beyond, exceeding’ + 
marché

 ‘market.’





hypermedia

 
/ˌhīpərˈmēdēə/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 an extension to hypertext providing multimedia facilities, such as those handling sound and video.











– origin

 1960s: from hyper-
 ‘above, beyond’ + media
 1
 .





hypermetropia

 
/ˌhīpərməˈtrōpēə/





I.
 
noun




another term for hyperopia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hypermetropic

 
/-ˈträpik, -ˈtrō- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hupermetros

 ‘beyond measure’ (from 
huper

 ‘over, above’ + 
metron

 ‘measure’) + 
ōps

 ‘eye.’





hypermiling

 
/ˈhīpərˌmīliNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of making adjustments to a vehicle or using driving techniques that will maximize the vehicle's fuel economy.








II.
 
derivatives





hypermiler






noun





















hypermnesia

 
/ˌhīpərmˈnēZHə/






noun




unusual power or enhancement of memory, typically under abnormal conditions such as trauma, hypnosis, or narcosis.













hypermutable

 
/ˌhīpərˈmyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 of or in a state in which mutation is abnormally frequent.








II.
 
derivatives





hypermutation

 
/-myo͞oˈtāSHən /






noun






















hypernym

 
/ˈhīpərˌnim/





I.
 
noun




a word with a broad meaning that more specific words fall under; a superordinate. For example, 
color

 is a hypernym of 
red

 .

Contrasted with hyponym
 .











– origin

 1970s: from hyper-
 ‘beyond,’ on the pattern of 
hyponym

 .





hyperon

 
/ˈhīpəˌrän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an unstable subatomic particle classified as a baryon, heavier than the neutron and proton.











– origin

 1950s: from hyper-
 ‘beyond, over’ + -on
 .






hyperopia

 
/ˌhīpəˈrōpēə/





I.
 
noun




farsightedness.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperopic

 
/-ˈräpik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘beyond’ + Greek 
ōps

 ‘eye.’





hyperparasite

 
/ˌhīpərˈperəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a parasite whose host is itself a parasite.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hyperparasitic

 
/-ˌparəˈsitik /






adjective













2.
 
hyperparasitism

 
/-sīˌtizəm, -si- /






noun





















hyperparathyroidism

 
/ˌhīpərˌperəˈTHīroiˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormally high concentration of parathyroid hormone in the blood, resulting in weakening of the bones through loss of calcium.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperparathyroid






adjective





















hyperphysical

 
/ˌhīpərˈfizikəl/





I.
 
adjective




supernatural.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperphysically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















hyperplasia

 
/ˌhīpərˈplāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 the enlargement of an organ or tissue caused by an increase in the reproduction rate of its cells, often as an initial stage in the development of cancer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘beyond’ + Greek 
plasis

 ‘formation.’





hyperreal

 
/ˌhīpə(r)ˈrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exaggerated in comparison to reality.




2.
 
(of artistic representation) extremely realistic in detail.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hyperrealism

 
/ˌhīpərˈrēəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
hyperrealist

 
/-ist /






adjective













3.
 
hyperrealistic

 
/ˌhīpə(r)ˌrēəˈlistik /






adjective













4.
 
hyperreality

 
/ˌhīpə(r)ˌrēˈalitē /






noun





















hypersensitive

 
/ˌhīpərˈsensədiv/





I.
 
adjective




abnormally or excessively sensitive, either psychologically or in physical response.








II.
 
derivatives





hypersensitiveness






noun





















hypersensitivity

 
/ˌhīpərˌsensəˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
extreme physical sensitivity to particular substances or conditions




•
 
hypersensitivity to common chemicals.










2.
 
a tendency to be easily hurt, worried, or offended




•
 
hypersensitivity to criticism.



















hypersonic

 
/ˌhīpərˈsänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to speeds of more than five times the speed of sound (Mach 5).




2.
 
relating to sound frequencies above about a thousand million hertz.








II.
 
derivatives





hypersonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1930s (
sense

 2): from hyper-
 ‘beyond, exceeding,’ on the pattern of 
supersonic

 and 
ultrasonic

 .





hyperspace

 
/ˈhīpərˌspās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
space of more than three dimensions.




2.
 
(in science fiction) a notional space-time continuum in which it is possible to travel faster than light.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperspatial

 
/ˌhīpərˈspāSHəl /






adjective





















hypersphere

 
/ˈhīpərˌsfir/






noun




a sphere that exhibits more than three dimensions.













hypersthene

 
/ˈhīpərˌsTHēn/





I.
 
noun




a greenish rock-forming mineral of the orthopyroxene class, consisting of a magnesium iron silicate.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French, from hyper-
 ‘exceeding’ + Greek 
sthenos

 ‘strength’ (because it is harder than hornblende).





hypertension

 
/ˌhīpərˈtenSHən/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 abnormally high blood pressure.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a state of great psychological stress.













hypertensive

 
/ˌhīpərˈtensiv/





I.
 
adjective




exhibiting hypertension.








II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a person with high blood pressure.













hypertext

 
/ˈhīpərˌtekst/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a software system that links topics on the screen to related information and graphics, which are typically accessed by a point-and-click method.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a document presented on a computer as hypertext.













hyperthermia

 
/ˌhīpərˈTHərmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the condition of having a body temperature greatly above normal.








II.
 
derivatives





hyperthermic

 
/-ˈTHərmik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘beyond’ + Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat.’






hyperthyroidism

 
/ˌhīpərˈTHīroiˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 overactivity of the thyroid gland, resulting in a rapid heartbeat and an increased rate of metabolism.

Also called thyrotoxicosis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hyperthyroid

 
/ˌhīpərˈTHīˌroid /






adjective













2.
 
hyperthyroidic

 
/-THīˈroidik /






adjective





















hypertonic

 
/ˌhīpərˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having increased pressure or tone, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 having a higher osmotic pressure than a particular fluid, typically a body fluid or intracellular fluid.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 of or in a state of abnormally high muscle tone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hypertonia

 
/-ˈtōnēə /






noun













2.
 
hypertonicity

 
/ˌhīpərtəˈnisitē /






noun





















hypertrophy

 
/hīˈpərtrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the enlargement of an organ or tissue from the increase in size of its cells.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hypertrophic

 
/ˌhīpərˈträfik /






adjective













2.
 
hypertrophied

 
/hīˈpərtrəfēd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hyper-
 ‘beyond, exceeding’ + Greek 
-trophia

 ‘nourishment.’





hyperventilate

 
/ˌhīpərˈven(t)əˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breathe or cause to breathe at an abnormally rapid rate, so increasing the rate of loss of carbon dioxide.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be or become overexcited




•
 
it was one less thing to hyperventilate about.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
hyperventilated

 )
 — inflated or pretentious in style; overblown




•
 
hyperventilated prose.














II.
 
derivatives





hyperventilation

 
/ˌhīpərˌven(t)əˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















hypesthesia

 
/ˌhipəsˈTHēZHə, ˌhīpəs- /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypaesthesia





I.
 
noun




a diminished capacity for physical sensation, especially of the skin.








II.
 
derivatives





hypesthetic

 
/-ˈTHetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hypo-
 ‘below’ + Greek 
aisthēsis

 ‘sensation.’





hypethral

 
/hiˈpēTHrəl /

 
hypaethral





I.
 
adjective




(of a classical building) having no roof; open to the sky




•
 
the hypethral temple.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
hupaithros

 (from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
aithēr

 ‘air’) + -al
 .





hypha

 
/ˈhīfə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 each of the branching filaments that make up the mycelium of a fungus.








II.
 
derivatives





hyphal






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
huphē

 ‘web.’





Hyphasis

 
/ˈhifəsis/






ancient Greek name for Beas
 .









hyphen

 
/ˈhīfən/





I.
 
noun




the sign -, used to join words to indicate that they have a combined meaning or that they are linked in the grammar of a sentence (as in 
pick-me-up

 , 
rock-forming

 ), to indicate the division of a word at the end of a line, or to indicate a missing or implied element (as in 
short- and long-term

 ).








II.
 
verb




another term for hyphenate
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
huphen

 ‘together,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
hen

 ‘one.’






hyphenate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈhīfəˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write with a hyphen


(as 
adj.

 
hyphenated

 )


•
 
a hyphenated surname.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈhīfənət /



1.
 
a person who is active in more than one occupation or sphere




•
 
as a supreme hyphenate, she was prepared to carry a heavy load as the director-producer-star of her new film.














III.
 
derivatives





hyphenation

 
/ˌhīfəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun





















hyphenated American

 
/ˈhīfəˌnādid əˈmerəkən/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an American citizen who can trace their ancestry to another, specified part of the world, such as an African American or an Irish American (so called because terms like 
African American

 are often written with a hyphen).













hyphy

 
/ˈhīfē/





I.
 
noun




a style of uptempo hip-hop music originating in northern California and associated with a frenetic style of dancing




•
 
hyphy's stop-and-go beats and lyrics championing neighborhood unity rallied the city.














II.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 extremely rowdy, excited, or energetic




•
 
the whole club is gonna get super hyphy.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: perhaps an alteration of hype
 2
 or hyper
 .






hypnagogic

 
/ˌhipnəˈɡäjik /

 
hypnogogic





I.
 
adjective






[Psychology]

 of or relating to the state immediately before falling asleep.








II.
 
derivatives





hypnagogia






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
hypnagogique

 , from Greek 
hupnos

 ‘sleep’ + 
agōgos

 ‘leading’ (from 
agein

 ‘to lead’).





hypno-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to sleep




•
 
hypnopedia.










2.
 
relating to hypnosis




•
 
hypnotherapy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hupnos

 ‘sleep.’





hypnogogic





I.
 
adjective




a variant spelling of hypnagogic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hypnogogia






noun





















hypnopedia

 
/ˌhipnōˈpēdēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypnopaedia






noun




learning by hearing while asleep or under hypnosis.













hypnophobia

 
/ˌhipnəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




an abnormal fear of falling asleep.








II.
 
derivatives





hypnophobic






adjective





















hypnopompic

 
/ˌhipnəˈpämpik/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychology]

 of or relating to the state immediately preceding waking up.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
hupnos

 ‘sleep’ + 
pompē

 ‘sending away’ + -ic
 .





Hypnos

 
/ˈhipnäs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the god of sleep, son of Nyx (Night).







– origin

 from Greek 
hupnos

 ‘sleep.’





hypnosis

 
/hipˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the induction of a state of consciousness in which a person apparently loses the power of voluntary action and is highly responsive to suggestion or direction. Its use in therapy, typically to recover suppressed memories or to allow modification of behavior by suggestion, has been revived but is still controversial.




2.
 
the state of consciousness produced by hypnosis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
hupnos

 ‘sleep’ + -osis
 .





hypnotherapy

 
/ˌhipnōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the use of hypnosis as a therapeutic technique.








II.
 
derivatives





hypnotherapist

 
/-pist /






noun





















hypnotic

 
/hipˈnädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, producing, or relating to hypnosis




•
 
a hypnotic state.










2.
 
exerting a compelling, fascinating, or soporific effect




•
 
her voice had a hypnotic quality.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a drug) sleep-inducing.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a sleep-inducing drug.




2.
 
a person under or open to the influence of hypnotism.








III.
 
derivatives





hypnotically

 
/hipˈnädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
hypnotique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
hupnōtikos

 ‘narcotic, causing sleep,’ from 
hupnoun

 ‘put to sleep,’ from 
hupnos

 ‘sleep.’





hypnotism

 
/ˈhipnəˌtizəm/






noun




the study or practice of hypnosis.













hypnotist

 
/ˈhipnətəst/






noun




a person who carries out hypnosis, either for medical reasons or for entertainment




•
 
a stage hypnotist




•
 
an expert clinician and skilled hypnotist.



















hypnotize

 
/ˈhipnəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce a state of hypnosis in (someone)




•
 
a witness had been hypnotized to enhance his memory.










2.
 
capture the whole attention of (someone); fascinate




•
 
hypnotized by the rain, Eric stared across the street.














II.
 
derivatives





hypnotizable

 
/-ˌtīzəbəl, ˌhipnəˈtīzəbəl /






adjective






















hypo1


 
/ˈhīpō/





I.
 
noun






[Photography]

 the chemical sodium thiosulphate (formerly called hyposulphite) used as a photographic fixer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
hyposulphite

 .





hypo2


 
/ˈhīpō/





I.
 
noun




informal term for hypodermic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






hypo-

 
hyp-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
under




•
 
hypodermic.










2.
 
below normal




•
 
hypoglycemia.










3.
 
slightly




•
 
hypomanic.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 containing an element with an unusually low valence




•
 
hypochlorous.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hupo

 ‘under.’





hypoallergenic

 
/ˌhīpōˌalərˈjenik/






adjective




(especially of cosmetics and textiles) relatively unlikely to cause an allergic reaction.













hypoblast

 
/ˈhīpəˌblast/






noun






[Biology]

 former term for endoderm
 .













hypocalcemia

 
/ˌhīpōkalˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypocalcaemia






noun






[Medicine]

 deficiency of calcium in the bloodstream.













hypocaust

 
/ˈhīpəˌkôst/





I.
 
noun




a hollow space under the floor of an ancient Roman building, into which hot air was sent for heating a room or bath.











– origin

 from Latin 
hypocaustum

 , from Greek 
hupokauston

 ‘place heated from below,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
kau-

 (base of 
kaiein

 ‘to burn’).





hypocenter

 
/ˈhīpəˌsen(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
the underground focus point of an earthquake.

Compare with epicenter
 .




2.
 
another term for ground zero
 .













hypochlorous acid

 
/ˌhīpəˌklôrəs ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a weak acid with oxidizing properties formed when chlorine dissolves in cold water, used in bleaching and water treatment.

[Chem. formula: HOCl.]








II.
 
derivatives





hypochlorite

 
/ˌhīpəˈklôˌrīt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
hypochlorous

 from hypo-
 (denoting an element in a low valency) + chlorine
 + -ous
 .






hypochondria

 
/ˌhīpəˈkändrēə/





I.
 
noun




abnormal anxiety about one's health, especially with an unwarranted fear that one has a serious disease.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the Greek sense): via late Latin from Greek 
hupokhondria

 , denoting the soft body area below the ribs, from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
khondros

 ‘sternal cartilage.’ Melancholy was originally thought to arise from the liver, gallbladder, spleen, etc.






hypochondriac

 
/ˌhīpəˈkändrēˌak/





I.
 
noun




a person who is abnormally anxious about their health.








II.
 
adjective




another term for hypochondriacal
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
hupokhondriakos

 , from 
hupokhondria

 (see hypochondria
 ).






hypochondriacal

 
/ˌhīpōkänˈdrīək(ə)l/






adjective




of or affected by hypochondria.













hypochondriasis

 
/ˌhīpōkənˈdrīəsis/






noun




technical term for hypochondria
 .













hypocoristic

 
/ˌhīpəkəˈristik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting, or of the nature of, a pet name or diminutive form of a name.








II.
 
noun




a hypocoristic name or form.








III.
 
derivatives





hypocorism

 
/hīˈpäkəˌrizəm, hi- /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hupokorisma

 , from 
hupokorizesthai

 ‘play the child,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
korē

 ‘child.’





hypocotyl

 
/ˈhīpəˌkätl, ˌhīpəˈkätl/






noun






[Botany]

 the part of the stem of an embryo plant beneath the stalks of the seed leaves, or cotyledons, and directly above the root.














hypocretin

 
/hīpəˈkrētn/






noun




another name for orexin
 .














hypocrisy

 
/həˈpäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




the practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one's own behavior does not conform; pretense.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ypocrisie

 , via ecclesiastical Latin, from Greek 
hupokrisis

 ‘acting of a theatrical part,’ from 
hupokrinesthai

 ‘play a part, pretend,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
krinein

 ‘decide, judge.’





hypocrite

 
/ˈhipəˌkrit/





I.
 
noun




a person who indulges in hypocrisy.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ypocrite

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
hupokritēs

 ‘actor,’ from 
hupokrinesthai

 (see hypocrisy
 ).





hypocritical

 
/ˌhipəˈkridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




behaving in a way that suggests one has higher standards or more noble beliefs than is the case




•
 
we don't go to church and we thought it would be hypocritical to have him christened.




•
 
it would be entirely hypocritical of me to say I regret it, because I don't.














II.
 
derivatives





hypocritically

 
/ˈˌhipəˈkridək(ə)lē /






adverb





















hypocycloid

 
/ˌhīpəˈsīkloid/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 the curve traced by a point on the circumference of a circle that is rolling on the interior of another circle.








II.
 
derivatives





hypocycloidal

 
/ˌhīpəˈsīˌkloidl /






adjective






















hypodermic

 
/ˌhīpəˈdərmik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 of or relating to the region immediately beneath the skin.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a needle or syringe) used to inject a drug or other substance beneath the skin.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a drug or other substance or its application) injected beneath the skin.








II.
 
noun




a hypodermic syringe or injection.








III.
 
derivatives





hypodermically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















hypogastrium

 
/ˌhīpəˈɡastrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the central abdomen that is situated below the region of the stomach.








II.
 
derivatives





hypogastric

 
/ˌhīpəˈɡastrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hupogastrion

 , from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
gastēr

 ‘belly.’






hypogeal

 
/ˌhīpəˈjēəl /

 
hypogean





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 underground; subterranean.

Compare with epigeal
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of seed germination) with the seed leaves remaining below the ground.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hupogeios

 (from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
gē

 ‘earth’) + -al
 .





hypogene

 
/ˈhīpəˌjēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 producing or occurring under the surface of the earth.








II.
 
derivatives





hypogenic

 
/ˌhīpəˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from hypo-
 ‘under’ + Greek 
genēs

 ‘-born, of a certain kind.’





hypogeum

 
/ˌhīpəˈjēəm/





I.
 
noun




an underground chamber.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
hupogeion

 , neuter of 
hupogeios

 ‘underground.’





hypoglossal nerve

 
/ˌhīpəˌɡläs(ə)l ˈnərv/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the twelfth pair of cranial nerves, supplying the muscles of the tongue.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
hypoglossal

 from hypo-
 ‘under’ + Greek 
glōssa

 ‘tongue’ + -al
 .





hypoglycemia

 
/ˌhīpōɡlīˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypoglycaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 deficiency of glucose in the bloodstream.








II.
 
derivatives





hypoglycemic

 
/-ˈsēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hypo-
 ‘below’ + glyco-
 + -emia
 .





hypogonadism

 
/ˌhīpōˈɡōnaˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 reduction or absence of hormone secretion or other physiological activity of the gonads (testes or ovaries).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hypogonadal

 
/ˌhīpəˌɡōˈnadl /






adjective













2.
 
hypogonadic

 
/ˌhīpəɡōˈnadik /






noun, adjective






















hypogynous

 
/hīˈpäjənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or flower) having the stamens and other floral parts situated below the carpels (or gynoecium).

Compare with epigynous
 , perigynous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hypogyny

 
/-ˈpäjənē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
hypogynus

 , from hypo-
 ‘below’ + 
gunē

 ‘woman’ (used to represent ‘pistil’) + -ous
 .





hypoid

 
/ˈhīpoid /

 
hypoid gear





I.
 
noun




a bevel wheel with teeth engaging with a spiral pinion mounted at right angles to the wheel's axis, used to connect nonintersecting shafts in vehicle transmissions and other mechanisms.











– origin

 1920s: perhaps a contraction of hyperboloid
 .





hypokalemia

 
/ˌhīpōkəˈlēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypokalaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 deficiency of potassium in the bloodstream.








II.
 
derivatives





hypokalemic

 
/-ˈlēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from hypo-
 ‘below’ + modern Latin 
kalium

 ‘potassium.’





hypolimnion

 
/ˌhīpəˈlimnēˌän, -nēən/





I.
 
noun




the lower layer of water in a stratified lake, typically cooler than the water above and relatively stagnant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hypo-
 ‘below’ + Greek 
limnion

 (diminutive of 
limnē

 ‘lake’).





hypomagnesemia

 
/ˌhīpəˌmaɡnəˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypomagnesaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Veterinary]

 deficiency of magnesium in the blood, significant in cattle as the cause of grass tetany.








II.
 
derivatives





hypomagnesemic

 
/-ˈsēmik /






adjective





















hypomania

 
/ˌhīpəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 a mild form of mania, marked by elation and hyperactivity.








II.
 
derivatives





hypomanic

 
/-ˈmanik /






adjective






















hyponym

 
/ˈhīpəˌnim/





I.
 
noun




a word of more specific meaning than a general or superordinate term applicable to it. For example, 
spoon

 is a hyponym of 
cutlery

 .

Contrasted with hypernym
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hyponymy

 
/hīˈpänəmē /






noun





















hypoparathyroidism

 
/ˌhīpōˌperəˈTHīroiˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 diminished concentration of parathyroid hormone in the blood, which causes deficiencies of calcium and phosphorus compounds in the blood and results in muscular spasms.








II.
 
derivatives





hypoparathyroid






adjective






















hypophysis

 
/hīˈpäfəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 technical term for pituitary
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hypophyseal

 
/ˌhīpəˈfizēəl, hīˌpäfəˈsēəl /

 
hypophysial






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hupophusis

 ‘offshoot,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
phusis

 ‘growth.’





hypopituitarism

 
/ˌhīpōˌpiˈt(y)o͞oidəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 diminished hormone secretion by the pituitary gland, causing dwarfism in children and premature aging in adults.








II.
 
derivatives





hypopituitary

 
/ˌhīpōpəˈt(y)o͞oiˌterē /






adjective





















hypopnea

 
/hīˈpäpnēə, hi-/






noun




abnormally slow or shallow breathing.













hyporheic

 
/ˌhīpəˈrēik/






adjective




denoting an area or ecosystem beneath the bed of a river or stream that is saturated with water and that supports invertebrate fauna which play a role in the larger ecosystem




•
 
the hyporheic zone.



















hyposensitivity

 
/ˌhīpōˌsensəˈtivədē/






noun




a lower than normal sensitivity to stimuli.













hyposensitize

 
/ˌhīpōˈsensətīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce the sensitivity of (a hypersensitive person) to an allergen by frequently injecting small amounts of the allergen; desensitize.








II.
 
derivatives





hyposensitization

 
/ˈhīpōˌsensitiˈzāSHən /






noun





















hypospadias

 
/ˌhīpəˈspādēəs, ˌhipə-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital condition in males in which the opening of the urethra is on the underside of the penis.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
hupospadias

 ‘person having hypospadias.’





hypospray

 
/ˈhīpōˌsprā/






noun






‹trademark›

 (chiefly in science fiction) a device used to introduce a drug or other substance into the body through the skin without puncturing it.













hypostasis

 
/hīˈpästəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the accumulation of fluid or blood in the lower parts of the body or organs under the influence of gravity, as occurs in cases of poor circulation or after death.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 an underlying reality or substance, as opposed to attributes or that which lacks substance.




3.
 


[Theology]

 (in Trinitarian doctrine) each of the three persons of the Trinity, as contrasted with the unity of the Godhead.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

[Theology]

 the single person of Christ, as contrasted with his dual human and divine nature.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (in theological use): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
hupostasis

 ‘sediment,’ later ‘essence, substance,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
stasis

 ‘standing.’





hypostasize

 
/hīˈpästəˌsīz/






verb




another term for hypostatize
 .













hypostatic

 
/ˌhīpəˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Theology]

 relating to the persons of the Trinity.








II.
 
derivatives





hypostatical






adjective





















hypostatic union






noun






[Theology]

 the combination of divine and human natures in the single person of Christ.














hypostatize

 
/hīˈpästəˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹formal›

 treat or represent (something abstract) as a concrete reality.













hyposthenia

 
/ˌhīpäsˈTHēnēə/






noun




an abnormal lack of strength.













hypostyle

 
/ˈhīpəˌstīl/





I.
 
adjective






[Architecture]

 (of a building) having a roof supported by pillars, typically in several rows.








II.
 
noun




a building having a roof supported by several rows of pillars.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
hupostulos

 , from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
stulos

 ‘column.’






hypotaxis

 
/ˌhīpəˈtaksis/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 the subordination of one clause to another.

Contrasted with parataxis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





hypotactic

 
/ˌhīpəˈtaktik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
hupotaxis

 , from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
taxis

 ‘arrangement.’





hypotension

 
/ˌhīpəˈtenSHən/






noun




abnormally low blood pressure.













hypotensive

 
/ˌhīpōˈtensiv/






adjective



1.
 
lowering the blood pressure




•
 
hypotensive drugs.










2.
 
relating to or suffering from abnormally low blood pressure.













hypotenuse

 
/hīˈpätnˌ(y)o͞os/





I.
 
noun




the longest side of a right triangle, opposite the right angle.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin 
hypotenusa

 from Greek 
hupoteinousa (grammē

 ) ‘subtending (line),’ from the verb 
hupoteinein

 (from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
teinein

 ‘stretch’).





hypoth.






abbreviation




hypothesis or hypothetical.













hypothalamus

 
/ˌhīpəˈTHaləməs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a region of the forebrain below the thalamus that coordinates both the autonomic nervous system and the activity of the pituitary, controlling body temperature, thirst, hunger, and other homeostatic systems, and involved in sleep and emotional activity.








II.
 
derivatives





hypothalamic

 
/ˌhīpōˌTHəˈlamik /






adjective





















hypothecate

 
/həˈpäTHəkāt hīˈpäTHəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pledge (money) by law to a specific purpose.








II.
 
derivatives





hypothecation

 
/həˌpäTHəˈkāSH(ə)n hīˌpäTHəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
hypothecat-

 ‘given as a pledge,’ from the verb 
hypothecare

 , based on Greek 
hupothēkē

 .





hypothermal

 
/ˌhīpōˈTHərməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not very hot; tepid.




2.
 
relating to or suffering from hypothermia.




3.
 


[Geology]

 of or relating to mineral deposits formed at relatively high temperature and pressure.








II.
 
derivatives





hypothermic

 
/-ˈTHərmik /






adjective





















hypothermia

 
/ˌhīpəˈTHərmēə/





I.
 
noun




the condition of having an abnormally low body temperature, typically one that is dangerously low.








II.
 
derivatives





hypothermic






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hypo-
 ‘below’ + Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat.’






hypothesis

 
/hīˈpäTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supposition or proposed explanation made on the basis of limited evidence as a starting point for further investigation




•
 
professional astronomers attacked him for popularizing an unconfirmed hypothesis.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a proposition made as a basis for reasoning, without any assumption of its truth.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
hupothesis

 ‘foundation,’ from 
hupo

 ‘under’ + 
thesis

 ‘placing.’





hypothesis testing






noun






[Statistics]

 the theory, methods, and practice of testing a hypothesis by comparing it with the null hypothesis. The null hypothesis is only rejected if its probability falls below a predetermined significance level, in which case the hypothesis being tested is said to have that level of significance.













hypothesize

 
/hīˈpäTHəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (something) forward as a hypothesis




•
 
it was reasonable to hypothesize a viral causality




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they hypothesize that the naturally high insulin levels result from a “thrifty gene.”














II.
 
derivatives





hypothesizer






noun





















hypothetical

 
/ˌhīpəˈTHedək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, based on, or serving as a hypothesis




•
 
that option is merely hypothetical at this juncture.










2.
 
supposed but not necessarily real or true




•
 
the hypothetical tenth planet.










3.
 


[Logic]

 denoting or containing a proposition of the logical form 
if p then q

 .








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
hypotheticals

 )


1.
 
a hypothetical proposition or statement




•
 
Finn talked in hypotheticals, tossing what-if scenarios to Rosen.



















hypothetically

 
/ˌhīpəˈTHedəklē/






adverb




by imagining a possibility rather than reality; as a hypothesis




•
 
we talked hypothetically about how cool it would be if we moved




•
 
he poses the question hypothetically




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
what would you do, 
hypothetically speaking

 ?



















hypothetico-deductive

 
/ˌhīpəˌTHedəkōdəˈdəktiv/






adjective






[Philosophy]

 of or relating to the testing of the consequences of hypotheses, to determine whether the hypotheses themselves are false or acceptable.













hypothyroidism

 
/ˌhīpōˈTHīroiˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally low activity of the thyroid gland, resulting in retardation of growth and mental development in children and adults.








II.
 
derivatives





hypothyroid






noun, adjective





















hypotonic

 
/ˌhīpəˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having reduced pressure or tone, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 having a lower osmotic pressure than a particular fluid, typically a body fluid or intracellular fluid.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 of or in a state of abnormally low muscle tone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hypotonia

 
/-ˈtōnēə /






noun













2.
 
hypotonicity

 
/ˌhīpōtōˈnisitē /






noun





















hypotrophy

 
/hīˈpätrəfē/






noun




a degeneration of an organ or tissue caused by a loss of cells.













hypoventilation

 
/ˌhīpōˌven(t)lˈāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 breathing at an abnormally slow rate, resulting in an increased amount of carbon dioxide in the blood.













hypovolemia

 
/ˌhīpōvəˈlēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypovolaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a decreased volume of circulating blood in the body.








II.
 
derivatives





hypovolemic

 
/-ˈlēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from hypo-
 ‘under’ + volume
 + Greek 
haima

 ‘blood.’





hypoxanthine

 
/ˌhīpōˈzanTHēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is an intermediate in the metabolism of purines in animals and occurs in plant tissues.

[Alternative name: 
6-hydroxypurine

 ; chem. formula: C5
 H4
 N4
 O.]













hypoxemia

 
/ˌhīpäkˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 hypoxaemia





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormally low concentration of oxygen in the blood.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Ecology]

 oxygen deficiency in a biotic environment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from hypo-
 (denoting an element in a low valency) + oxygen
 + -emia
 .





hypoxia

 
/hīˈpäksēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 deficiency in the amount of oxygen reaching the tissues.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 oxygen deficiency in a biotic environment




•
 
aquatic hypoxia.














II.
 
derivatives





hypoxic

 
/-sik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from hypo-
 (denoting an element in a low valency) + oxygen
 + -ia
 1
 .





hypsilophodont

 
/ˌhipsəˈläfədänt /

 
hypsilophodontid





I.
 
noun




a small bipedal herbivorous dinosaur of the middle Jurassic to late Cretaceous periods, adapted for swift running.

[Family 
Hypsilophodontidae

 , infraorder 
Ornithopoda

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Hypsilophodontidae

 , from Greek 
hupsilophos

 ‘high-crested’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





hypso-





I.
 
combining form




relating to height or elevation




•
 
hypsometer.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hupsos

 ‘height.’





hypsography

 
/hipˈsäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of geography concerned with the determination and mapping of the relative elevation of areas of land.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
hypsographic

 
/ˌhipsōˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
hypsographical

 
/ˌhipsōˈɡrafikəl /






adjective





















hypsometer

 
/hipˈsämədər/






noun




a device for calibrating thermometers at the boiling point of water at a known height above sea level or for estimating height above sea level by finding the temperature at which water boils.













hypsometric

 
/ˌhipsōˈmetrik/






adjective




of or relating to the use of the hypsometer; hypsographic.













Hyracoidea

 
/ˌhīrəˈkoidēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small order of mammals that comprises the hyraxes.




II.
 
derivatives





hyracoid

 
/ˈhīrəˌkoid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), based on Greek 
hurax

 , 
hurak-

 (see hyrax
 ).






hyracotherium

 
/ˌhīrəkōˈTHirēəm/





I.
 
noun




the earliest fossil ancestor of the horse. It was a small forest animal of the Eocene epoch, with four toes on the front feet and three on the back.

Also called eohippus
 . [Genus 
Hyracotherium

 , family 
Equidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin: from 
hyraco-

 (combining form from hyrax
 ) + Greek 
thērion

 ‘wild animal.’






hyrax

 
/ˈhīˌraks/





I.
 
noun




a small herbivorous mammal with a compact body and a very short tail, found in arid country in Africa and Arabia. The nearest relatives to hyraxes are the elephants and other subungulates.

[Family 
Procaviidae

 and order Hyracoidea: three genera and several species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
hurax

 ‘shrewmouse.’





hyson

 
/ˈhīsən/





I.
 
noun




a type of green China tea.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Chinese 
xīchūn

 , literally ‘bright spring.’





hyssop

 
/ˈhisəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bushy aromatic plant of the mint family, the bitter minty leaves of which are used in cooking and herbal medicine.

[
Hyssopus officinalis

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




2.
 
(in biblical use) a wild shrub of uncertain identity whose twigs were used for sprinkling in ancient Jewish rites of purification.











– origin

 Old English 
hysope

 (reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
ysope

 ), via Latin from Greek 
hyssōpos

 , of Semitic origin.





hysterectomize

 
/ˌhistəˈrektəmīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a hysterectomy on (a woman or a female animal).













hysterectomy

 
/ˌhistəˈrektəmē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical operation to remove all or part of the uterus.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
hustera

 ‘womb’ + -ectomy
 .





hysteresis

 
/ˌhistəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the phenomenon in which the value of a physical property lags behind changes in the effect causing it, as for instance when magnetic induction lags behind the magnetizing force.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
husterēsis

 ‘shortcoming, deficiency,’ from 
husterein

 ‘be behind,’ from 
husteros

 ‘late.’





hysteria

 
/həˈstirēə həˈsterēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
exaggerated or uncontrollable emotion or excitement, especially among a group of people




•
 
the mass hysteria that characterizes the week before Christmas.










2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 a psychological disorder (not now regarded as a single definite condition) whose symptoms include conversion of psychological stress into physical symptoms (somatization), selective amnesia, shallow volatile emotions, and overdramatic or attention-seeking behavior. The term has a controversial history as it was formerly regarded as a disease specific to women.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
hystericus

 (see hysteric
 ).






hysteric

 
/həˈsterik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
hysterics

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a wildly emotional and exaggerated reaction




•
 
the child has been seized with regular fits of hysterics at bedtime.










2.
 
uncontrollable laughter




•
 
this started them both giggling and they fled upstairs 
in hysterics

 .










3.
 
a person suffering from hysteria.








II.
 
adjective




another term for hysterical
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): via Latin from Greek 
husterikos

 ‘of the womb,’ from 
hustera

 ‘womb’ (hysteria being thought to be specific to women and associated with the womb), related to uterus
 .





hysterical

 
/həˈsterək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
deriving from or affected by uncontrolled extreme emotion




•
 
hysterical laughter




•
 
the band was mobbed by hysterical fans.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely funny




•
 
her attempts to teach them to dance were hysterical.










3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 relating to, associated with, or suffering from hysteria




•
 
the doctor thinks the condition is partly hysterical.










4.
 
another term for histrionic
 (denoting personality disorder).













hysterically

 
/həˈsterəklē/






adverb



1.
 
with wildly uncontrolled emotion




•
 
I started laughing hysterically




•
 
my mother was crying hysterically.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to emphasize how funny something is




•
 
a hysterically funny show




•
 
your website is hysterically amusing.



















hysterical realism






noun




realistic fiction that is characterized by overblown prose and intellectual digressions.













hysteron proteron

 
/ˌhistərän ˈprädərän/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 a figure of speech in which what should come last is put first, i.e., an inversion of the natural order, for example “
I die! I faint! I fail!

 ”











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: late Latin, from Greek 
husteron proteron

 ‘the latter (put in place of) the former.’






Hystricomorpha

 
/ˌhistrikōˈmôrfə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a major division of the rodents that includes the guinea pigs, porcupines, coypu, and their relatives. They occur chiefly in South America.

[Suborder 
Hystricomorpha

 , order 
Rodentia

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





hystricomorph

 
/ˈhistrikōˌmôrf /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
hystrix

 , 
hystric-

 ‘porcupine’ (from Greek 
hustrix

 ) + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





Hytrel

 
/ˈhītrel/






noun






‹trademark›

 a strong, flexible synthetic resin used in shoes, sports equipment, and other manufactured articles.













Hz






abbreviation




hertz.














i

 
/ī/






symbol

 — (
i

 )


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the imaginary quantity equal to the square root of minus one.

Compare with j
 .













I1


 
/ī /

 
i





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ninth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after H in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
the Roman numeral for one.








II.
 
phrases





dot the i's and cross the t's






see dot
 1
 .


















I2


 
/ī/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person singular

 ]


1.
 
used by a speaker to refer to himself or herself




•
 
accept me for what I am.














II.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 (in metaphysics) the subject or object of self-consciousness; the ego.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ik

 and German 
ich

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
ego

 and Greek 
egō

 . / 
usage:

 On whether it is correct to say between you and 
I

 or between you and 
me

 , see usage at between
 and personal pronoun
 . On whether it is correct to say Rachel and 
I

 went to Paris or Rachel and 
me

 went to Paris, see usage at personal pronoun
 .





I3


 
/ī/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Independent.




2.
 
(preceding a highway number) Interstate.




3.
 
(
I.

 )
 — Island(s) or Isle(s) (chiefly on maps).








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
electric current




•
 
V = I/R.










2.
 
the chemical element iodine.













-i1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming the plural:




2.
 
of nouns adopted from Latin ending in 
-us






•
 
foci




•
 
timpani.










3.
 
of nouns adopted from Italian ending in 
-e

 or 
-o






•
 
dilettanti.

















usage:

 The suffix 
-i

 is one of several suffixes in the English language that form foreign plurals (
-a

 and 
-ae

 are two others). Many nouns derived from a foreign language retain their foreign plural, at least when they first enter English, and particularly if they belong to a specialist field. Over time, though, it is quite normal for a word in general use to acquire a regular English plural. This may coexist with the foreign plural (e.g., 
cactus

 , plural 
cacti

 or 
cactuses

 ), or it may actually oust a foreign plural. Note that not all Latin words ending in 
-us

 have a plural that ends in 
-i

 : for example, the Latin word 
apparatus

 is unchanged in the plural.





-i2






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives from names of countries or regions in the Near or Middle East




•
 
Azerbaijani




•
 
Pakistani.

















– origin

 from Semitic and Indo-Iranian adjectival endings.






-i-






suffix




a connecting vowel chiefly forming words ending in 
-ana

 , 
-ferous

 , 
-fic

 , 
-form

 , 
-fy

 , 
-gerous

 , 
-vorous

 .

Compare with -o-
 .













IA






abbreviation




Iowa (in official postal use).













Ia.






abbreviation




Iowa.













i.a.






abbreviation




in absentia.














-ia1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns adopted unchanged from Latin or Greek (such as 
mania

 , 
militia

 ), and modern Latin or Greek terms (such as 
utopia

 ).




2.
 
forming names of.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 states and disorders




•
 
anemia




•
 
diphtheria.










4.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 genera and higher groups




•
 
dahlia




•
 
Latimeria.










5.
 
forming names of countries




•
 
India.

















– origin

 representing Latin or Greek endings.






-ia2







suffix



1.
 
forming noun plurals:




2.
 
from Greek neuter nouns ending in 
-ion

 or from those in Latin ending in 
-ium

 or 
-e






•
 
paraphernalia




•
 
regalia.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 in the names of classes




•
 
Reptilia.



















IAA






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 indoleacetic acid.













IAAF






abbreviation




International Association of Athletics Federations.













IABA






abbreviation




International Amateur Boxing Association.













Iacocca, Lee

 
/ˌīəˈkōkə/






(1924–) US industrialist; full name 
Lido Anthony Iacocca

 . He was president of Ford Motor Company 1970–78 before leading the Chrysler Corporation 1978–92. He told his success story in 
Iacocca

 (1984).









IADB






abbreviation



1.
 
Inter-American Defense Board.




2.
 
Inter-American Development Bank.













IAEA






abbreviation




International Atomic Energy Agency.














-ial





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives such as 
celestial

 , 
primordial

 .











– origin

 from French 
-iel

 or Latin 
-ialis

 .





IALC






abbreviation




instrument approach and landing chart.













IAMAW






abbreviation




International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers.














iamb

 
/ˈīˌam(b)/






noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot consisting of one short (or unstressed) syllable followed by one long (or stressed) syllable.













iambic

 
/īˈambik/





I.
 
adjective






[Prosody]

 of or using iambs




•
 
iambic pentameters.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
iambic verse as a genre.




2.
 
(
iambics

 )
 — iambic verse.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
iambique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
iambikos

 , from 
iambos

 (see iambus
 ).





iambic pentameter






noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse with five metrical feet, each consisting of one short (or unstressed) syllable followed by one long (or stressed) syllable, for example 
Two households, both alike in dignity

 .














iambus

 
/īˈambəs/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 another term for iamb
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, from Greek 
iambos

 ‘iambus, lampoon,’ from 
iaptein

 ‘attack verbally’ (because the iambic trimeter was first used by Greek satirists).






-ian

 
/ēən, ən/





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives and nouns such as 
antediluvian

 and 
Christian

 .

Compare with -an
 .











– origin

 from French 
-ien

 or Latin 
-ianus

 .





IAP






abbreviation




international airport.













Iapetus

 
/īˈapetəs, ēˈap- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Saturn, the seventeenth closest to the planet, discovered by Cassini in 1671. It has one bright icy side and one very dark side and a diameter of 907 miles (1,460 km).







– origin

 named after a Titan of Greek mythology, son of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth).





IAQ






abbreviation




indoor air quality.













IARU






abbreviation




International Amateur Radio Union.













IAS






abbreviation



1.
 
indicated air speed.




2.
 
Institute for Advanced Studies.














Iaşi

 
/yäSH/






a city in eastern Romania; pop. 316,716 (2006). From 1565 to 1859 it was the capital of the principality of Moldavia.

German name Jassy
 .










-iasis






suffix




a common form of -asis
 .













IATA

 
/īˈädə/






abbreviation




International Air Transport Association.













iatro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to a physician or to medical treatment




•
 
iatrogenic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
iatros

 ‘physician,’ from 
iasthai

 ‘heal.’





iatrochemistry

 
/īˌatrəˈkemistrē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a school of thought of the 16th and 17th centuries that sought to understand medicine and physiology in terms of chemistry.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
iatrochemical






adjective













2.
 
iatrochemist






noun





















iatrogenic

 
/īˌatrəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to illness caused by medical examination or treatment.








II.
 
derivatives





iatrogenesis

 
/īˌatrəˈjenəsis /






noun





















IAU






abbreviation



1.
 
International Association of Universities.




2.
 
International Astronomical Union.













ib.






adverb




short for ibid.














Ibadan

 
/ēˈbädän/






the second largest city in Nigeria, 100 miles (160 km) northeast of Lagos; pop. 2,628,000 (est. 2007).









Ibagué

 
/ˌēbəˈɡā/






a city in west central Colombia, capital of Tolima department; pop. 501,000 (est. 2009).









IBAN

 
/ˈīban/






abbreviation




International Bank Account Number.













Ibárruri Gómez, Dolores

 
/iˈbärərē ˈɡōmez/






(1895–1989), Spanish politician and leader of the Republicans during the Spanish Civil War; known as 
La Pasionaria

 .









I-beam

 
/ˈīˌbēm/






noun




a girder that has the shape of an I when viewed in section.













Iberia

 
/ˌīˈbirēə/





I.
 
the ancient name of the Iberian peninsula.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘the country of the 
Iberi

 or 
Iberes

 ,’ from Greek 
Ibēres

 ‘Spaniards.’





Iberian

 
/ˌīˈbirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting Iberia, or the countries of Spain and Portugal.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Iberia, especially in ancient times.




2.
 
the extinct Romance language spoken in the Iberian peninsula in late classical times. It forms an intermediate stage between Latin and modern Spanish, Catalan, and Portuguese.

Also called Ibero-Romance
 .




3.
 
the extinct Celtic language spoken in the Iberian peninsula in ancient times, known only from a few inscriptions, place names, and references by Latin authors.

Also called Celtiberian
 .













Iberian peninsula






the extreme southwestern peninsula of Europe that contains Spain and Portugal.









Ibero-






combining form



1.
 
Iberian; Iberian and …




•
 
Ibero-Roman.










2.
 
relating to Iberia.














Ibero-Romance

 
/īˌbirōrōˈmans/






noun




another term for Iberian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













ibex

 
/ˈīˌbeks/





I.
 
noun




a wild goat with long, thick ridged horns and a beard, found in the mountains of the Alps, Pyrenees, central Asia, and Ethiopia.

[Genus 
Capra

 , family 
Bovidae

 : the widespread 
C. ibex

 , and the 
Spanish ibex

 (
C. pyrenaica

 ) of the Pyrenees.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin.





IBF






abbreviation




International Boxing Federation.













Ibibio

 
/iˈbibēō, ibəˈbēō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southern Nigeria.




2.
 
the Benue-Congo language of the Ibibio, closely related to Efik.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ibibio or their language.











– origin

 the name in Ibibio.






ibid.

 
/ˈibid /

 
ib.





I.
 
adverb




in the same source (used to save space in textual references to a quoted work that has been mentioned in a previous reference).











– origin

 abbreviation of Latin 
ibidem

 ‘in the same place.’





-ibility





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ible

 (such as 
accessibility

 corresponding to 
accessible

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-ibilité

 or Latin 
-ibilitas

 .





ibis

 
/ˈībis/





I.
 
noun




a large wading bird with a long down-curved bill, long neck, and long legs.

[Family 
Threskiornithidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
sacred ibis

 and 
white ibis

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek.





ibisbill

 
/ˈībəsˌbil/






noun




an upland wading bird of central Asia, with a long, down-curved bill and black, white, and blue-gray plumage on the head and breast.

[
Ibidorhyncha struthersii

 , the only member of the family 
Ibidorhynchidae

 .]













Ibiza

 
/əˈbēTHə/





I.
 
the most western of the Balearic Islands, a popular resort.




II.
 
the capital city and port of Ibiza; pop. 46,835 (2008).




III.
 
derivatives





Ibizan






adjective, noun





















Ibizan hound

 
/iˈbēzən, iˈbēTHən/






noun




a dog of a breed of hound from Ibiza, characterized by large, pointed, pricked ears and white, yellowish-brown, or reddish-brown coloring.














-ible

 
/əbəl, ibəl/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives:




2.
 
able to be




•
 
audible




•
 
defensible.










3.
 
suitable for being




•
 
reversible




•
 
edible.










4.
 
causing




•
 
terrible




•
 
horrible.










5.
 
having the quality to




•
 
descendible




•
 
passible.

















– origin

 from French 
-ible

 or Latin 
-ibilis

 .





-ibly






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ible

 (such as 
audibly

 corresponding to 
audible

 ).













IBM






abbreviation




International Business Machines, a leading US computer manufacturer.













Ibn Batuta

 
/ˌibən bəˈto͞odə/






(
c.

 1304–68), Arab explorer. From 1325 to 1354, he traveled through northern and western Africa, India, and China and wrote a vivid account of his journey in the 
Rihlah

 .









ibn Hussein, Abdullah






see Abdullah ibn Hussein
 .









Ibn Saud

 
/ˌibən säˈo͞od/






(
c.

 1880–1953) king of Saudi Arabia 1932–53. He founded Saudi Arabia 1932 after having unified the various domains over which he had assumed sovereignty.









Ibo

 
/ˈēˌbō /

 
Igbo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southeastern Nigeria.




2.
 
the Kwa language of the Ibo.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Ibo or their language.











– origin

 a local name.





ibogaine

 
/iˈbōɡəˌēn/





I.
 
noun




a hallucinogenic compound derived from the roots of a West African shrub, sometimes used as a treatment for heroin or cocaine addiction.

[The shrub is 
Tabernanthe iboga

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 .]











– origin

 from a blend of 
iboga

 (local name for the compound) and cocaine
 .





IBRD






abbreviation




International Bank for Reconstruction and Development.













IBS






abbreviation




irritable bowel syndrome.













Ibsen, Henrik

 
/ˈibsən/






(1828–1906), Norwegian playwright. He was the first major playwright to write tragedy about ordinary people in prose. Notable works: 
Peer Gynt

 (1867), 
A Doll's House

 (1879), 
Ghosts

 (1881), and 
The Master Builder

 (1892).









ibuprofen

 
/ˌībyo͞oˈprōfən/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound used widely as an analgesic and anti-inflammatory drug.

[Alternative name: 
2-(4-isobutylphenyl) propionic acid

 ; chem. formula: C13
 H18
 O2
 .]











– origin

 1960s: from elements of the chemical name.





IC






abbreviation



1.
 
integrated circuit.




2.
 
intensive care.




3.
 
internal combustion




•
 
the IC engine.



















i/c






abbreviation



1.
 
(especially in military contexts) in charge of




•
 
the quartermaster general is i/c rations.










2.
 
in command




•
 
2 i/c = second in command.




















-ic





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives such as 
Islamic

 , 
terrific

 .




2.
 
forming nouns such as 
lyric

 , 
mechanic

 .




3.
 
denoting a particular form or instance of a noun ending in 
-ics






•
 
aesthetic




•
 
dietetic




•
 
tactic.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting an element in a higher valence




•
 
ferric




•
 
sulfuric.







Compare with -ous
 .











– origin

 from French 
-ique

 , Latin 
-icus

 , or Greek 
-ikos

 .






-ical

 
/ikəl/






suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives:




2.
 
corresponding to nouns or adjectives usually ending in 
-ic

 (such as 
comical

 corresponding to 
comic

 ).




3.
 
corresponding to nouns ending in 
-y

 (such as 
pathological

 corresponding to 
pathology

 ).














-ically






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ic

 or 
-ical

 (such as 
tactically

 corresponding to 
tactical

 ).













ICANN






abbreviation




Internet Committee for Assigned Names and Numbers, the nonprofit organization that oversees the use of Internet domains.













ICAO






abbreviation




International Civil Aviation Organization.













Icarian

 
/īˈkerēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of Icarus, especially in being excessively ambitious




•
 
an Icarian mentality that could only lead to a crash and burn.



















Icarus

 
/ˈikərəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Daedalus, who escaped from Crete using wings made by his father but was killed when he flew too near the sun and the wax attaching his wings melted.









ICBM






abbreviation




intercontinental ballistic missile.













ICC






abbreviation



1.
 
Interstate Commerce Commission.




2.
 
International Chamber of Commerce.




3.
 
International Criminal Court.














ice

 
/īs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
frozen water, a brittle, transparent crystalline solid




•
 
the pipes were blocked with ice.










2.
 
complete absence of friendliness or affection in manner or expression




•
 
the ice in his voice was only to hide the pain.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a frozen mixture of fruit juice or flavored water and sugar.




4.
 


‹informal›

 diamonds.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 an illegal profit made from reselling tickets.




6.
 


(US)

 money paid in graft or bribery.




7.
 


‹informal›

 methamphetamine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (a cake) with icing.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 clinch (something such as a victory or deal).




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 kill




•
 
a man had been iced by the police.










4.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 shoot (the puck) so as to commit icing.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break the ice






do or say something to relieve tension or get conversation going at the start of a party or when people meet for the first time.









2.
 
on ice





a.
 
(of wine or food) kept chilled by being surrounded by ice.




b.
 
(especially of a plan or proposal) held in reserve for future consideration




•
 
the recommendation was put on ice.










c.
 
(of an entertainment) performed by skaters




•
 
Cinderella on Ice.















3.
 
on thin ice






in a precarious or risky situation




•
 
you're 
skating on thin ice

 .


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





ice over (or up)






become completely covered or blocked with ice




•
 
the wings iced over, forcing the pilot to dive.





















– origin

 Old English 
īs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ijs

 and German 
Eis

 .





ICE1







abbreviation




internal combustion engine.













ICE2


 
/īs/





I.
 
noun




an entry stored in a person's mobile phone that provides emergency contact information.




•
 
paramedics failed to check his phone for ICE.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a newer phone may have an ICE key.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
program (a mobile phone) with emergency information.




•
 
frequent flyers are among those who routinely ICE their cell phones.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: acronym from 
in case of emergency

 .





-ice





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
service

 , 
police

 , and abstract nouns such as 
avarice

 , 
justice

 .











– origin

 from Old French 
-ice

 , from Latin 
-itia

 , 
-itius

 , 
-itium

 , or from other sources by assimilation.





ice age

 
/ˈīs ˌāj/






noun



1.
 
a glacial episode during a past geological period.

See glacial period
 .




2.
 
(
the Ice Age

 )
 — the series of glacial episodes during the Pleistocene period.













ice ax

 
ice axe






noun




an ax used by climbers for cutting footholds in ice, having a head with one pointed and one flattened end, and a spike at the foot.













ice bag






noun




another term for ice pack
 (
sense

 1).













ice beer






noun




a type of strong lager brewed at subzero temperatures so that ice crystals form. These are then strained off to remove impurities and excess water.














iceberg

 
/ˈīsˌbərɡ/





I.
 
noun




a large floating mass of ice detached from a glacier or ice sheet and carried out to sea.








II.
 
phrases





the tip of the iceberg






the small, perceptible part of a much larger situation or problem that remains hidden




•
 
the statistics represent just the tip of the iceberg.





















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dutch 
ijsberg

 , from 
ijs

 ‘ice’ + 
berg

 ‘hill.’





iceberg lettuce

 
/ˈīsˌbərɡ ˈledəs/






noun




a lettuce of a variety having a dense, round head of crisp, pale leaves.













iceblink

 
/ˈīsˌbliNGk/






noun




a bright appearance of the sky caused by reflection from a distant ice sheet.













ice blue

 
/īs blo͞o/






noun




a very pale blue color.













iceboat

 
/ˈīsˌbōt/






noun



1.
 
a light, wind-driven vehicle with sails and runners, used for traveling on ice.




2.
 
a boat used for breaking ice on a waterway; an icebreaker.













icebound

 
/ˈīsˌbound/






adjective




completely surrounded or covered by ice




•
 
the lake was icebound.



















icebox

 
/ˈīsˌbäks/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 a refrigerator.




2.
 
a chilled box or cupboard for keeping something cold, especially food.













icebreaker

 
/ˈīsˌbrākər/






noun



1.
 
a ship designed for breaking a channel through ice.




2.
 
a thing that serves to relieve inhibitions or tension between people, or start a conversation.




3.
 
a thing that breaks up moving ice so as to lessen its impact, especially a structure protecting the upstream end of a bridge pier.













ice bucket

 
/ˈīs ˌbəkət/






noun




a cylindrical container holding chunks of ice, either ready to serve in drinks or for chilling a bottle of wine in.













ice cap

 
/ˈīs ˌkap /

 
icecap






noun




a covering of ice over a large area, especially on the polar region of a planet.













ice chest

 
/ˈīs ˌCHest/






noun




a chilled box for keeping something cold, especially food and beverages.













ice climbing





I.
 
noun




the sport or activity of climbing glaciers.








II.
 
derivatives





ice climber






noun





















ice-cold

 
/ˈˌīs ˈˌkōld/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a liquid) very cold; as cold as ice




•
 
there is plenty of ice-cold beer.










2.
 
unemotional or dispassionate; unfeeling




•
 
he is the epitome of ice-cold judgment.



















ice-covered






adjective




having a layer of ice on the surface




•
 
an ice-covered lake




•
 
ice-covered rocks.



















ice cream





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft frozen food made with sweetened and flavored milk fat.




2.
 
a serving of this, typically in a bowl or a wafer cone or on a stick.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of 
iced cream

 .





ice cream cone






noun



1.
 
a cone-shaped wafer filled with ice cream




•
 
spectators drank lemonade and licked ice cream cones.










2.
 
a cone-shaped wafer used to serve ice cream




•
 
she went to the supermarket and bought a large package of ice cream cones.



















ice cream parlor






noun




a shop or cafe selling ice cream




•
 
she can't find teaching work so she has a job at the local ice cream parlor.



















ice cream soda






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cold drink consisting of ice cream served in a glass with flavored soda water or another soft drink




•
 
they always got double scoops in their ice cream sodas.



















ice cream truck






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a commercial vehicle from which ice cream is sold, typically at the roadside




•
 
I could hear the music from the ice cream truck coming down our street.



















ice cube

 
/ˈīs ˌkyo͞ob/






noun




a small block of ice made in a freezer, especially for adding to drinks.













iced

 
/īst/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a drink or other liquid) cooled in or mixed with pieces of ice




•
 
iced coffee.










2.
 
(of a surface or object) covered or coated with ice




•
 
we played hockey on the iced schoolyard.










3.
 
(of a cake or cookie) decorated with icing.













ice dancing

 
/ˈīs ˌdansiNG/





I.
 
noun




a form of choreographed figure skating influenced by ballroom dancing, typically performed by a man and a woman competing as a team.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ice dance






noun













2.
 
ice dancer






noun





















iced tea

 
ice tea






noun




a chilled drink of sweetened tea, typically flavored with lemon.













icefall

 
/ˈīsˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
a steep part of a glacier that looks like a frozen waterfall.




2.
 
a fall of loose ice; an avalanche of ice.













ice field

 
/ˈīs ˌfēld/






noun




a wide flat expanse of floating ice, especially in polar regions.













icefish

 
/ˈīsˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
another name for capelin
 .




2.
 
a scaleless Antarctic fish of pallid appearance with spiny gill covers and a snout shaped like a duck's bill.

[
Chaenocephalus aceratus

 , family 
Chaenichthyidae

 .]













ice-fish





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish through holes in the ice on a lake or river




•
 
ice-fish for perch.














II.
 
derivatives





ice fishing






noun





















ice fog






noun






(N. Amer.)

 fog formed of minute ice crystals.













ice-free






adjective




free from or not covered by ice




•
 
the Gulf Stream keeps the Norwegian coast ice-free all year round




•
 
the annual ice-free period begins between late June and mid-July.



















ice front






noun




the lower edge of a glacier.














ice hockey

 
/ˈīs ˌhäkē/






noun




a fast contact sport played on an ice rink between two teams of six skaters, who attempt to drive a small rubber disk (the puck) into the opposing goal with hooked or angled sticks. It developed in Canada in the 19th century.













icehouse

 
/ˈīsˌhous/






noun




a building for storing ice, typically one situated partly or wholly underground.














Iceland

 
/ˈīslənd/





I.
 
an island country in the North Atlantic Ocean, just south of the Arctic Circle, at the northern end of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, volcanically active, only about 20 percent habitable; pop. 306,700 (est. 2009); capital, Reykjavik; official language, Icelandic.

Icelandic name Island
 .





First settled by Norse colonists in the 9th century, Iceland was under Norwegian rule from 1262 to 1380, when it passed to Denmark. Granted internal self-government in 1874, it became a fully fledged independent republic in 1944. In 2010, volcanic eruptions in Eyjafjalljökull, an ice cap in southern Iceland, caused major disruptions of air travel across much of Europe.





Icelander

 
/ˈīsləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of Iceland, or a person of Icelandic descent




•
 
the ship was owned by an Icelander.



















Icelandic

 
/īsˈlandik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Iceland or its language.








II.
 
noun




the North Germanic language of Iceland, which is very similar to Old Norse.













Iceland moss

 
/ˈīslənd môs /

 
Iceland lichen






noun




a brown, branching lichen with stiff spines along the margins of the fronds, growing in mountain and moorland habitats. It can be boiled to produce an edible jelly.

[
Cetraria islandica

 , order 
Parmeliales

 .]













Iceland poppy

 
Icelandic poppy






noun




a tall poppy that is widely cultivated for its colorful flowers and suitability for cutting, native to arctic and north temperate regions.

[
Papaver nudicaule

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













Iceland spar

 
/ˈīslənd spär/






noun




a transparent variety of calcite, showing strong double refraction.













ice machine






noun




an appliance for making ice artificially




•
 
the ice machine on-board the boat broke, leaving the fish to spoil.



















iceman

 
/ˈīsmən/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a man who sells or delivers ice.













ice milk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sweet frozen food similar to ice cream but containing less butterfat.













ice pack

 
/ˈīs ˌpak/






noun



1.
 
a bag filled with ice and applied to the body to reduce swelling or lower temperature.




2.
 
another term for pack ice
 .














ice pick

 
/ˈīs ˌpik/






noun




a sharp, straight, pointed implement with a handle, used to break ice into small pieces for chilling food and drinks.













ice plant

 
/ˈīs ˌplant/






noun




either of two succulent plants that are widely cultivated for their flowers.

[● a South African plant that has leaves covered with glistening fluid-filled hairs that resemble ice crystals (genera 
Mesembryanthemum

 and 
Dorotheanthus

 , family 
Aizoaceae

 , in particular 
M. crystallinum

 ). ● an Asian stonecrop that bears domed heads of tiny pink flowers (
Sedum spectabile

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 ).]













ice sheet

 
/ˈīs ˌSHēt/






noun




a permanent layer of ice covering an extensive tract of land, especially a polar region.













ice shelf






noun




a floating sheet of ice permanently attached to a landmass.













ice show

 
/ˈīs ˌSHō/






noun




an entertainment performed by ice skaters.













ice skate

 
/īs skāt/





I.
 
noun




a boot with a blade attached to the bottom, used for skating on ice.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
skate on ice as a sport or pastime.








III.
 
derivatives





ice skater






noun





















ice skating

 
/ˈīs ˌskādiNG/






noun




skating on ice as a sport or pastime. Ice skating became a recognized sport in 1876. Skaters are marked for technical and artistic excellence in performing a series of prescribed patterns and free skating (
figure skating

 ) or a choreographed series of dance moves (
ice dancing

 ).













ice station






noun




a meteorological research center in a polar area.













ice storm

 
/ˈīs ˌstôrm/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a storm of freezing rain that leaves a coating of ice.













ice tray






noun




a small tray with separate compartments, filled with water and placed in a freezer to make ice cubes




•
 
he took out an ice tray and emptied it into the bucket.



















ice water






noun




water melted from ice or with ice added to cool it.













ice wine






noun




a sweet, concentrated wine made from grapes that froze on the vine.














I Ching

 
/ˈī ˈCHiNG/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Chinese manual of divination based on eight symbolic trigrams and sixty-four hexagrams, interpreted in terms of the principles of yin and yang. It was included as one of the “five classics” of Confucianism.

English name Book of Changes
 .











– origin

 from Chinese 
Yì Jīng

 ‘book of changes.’






ichneumon

 
/ikˈn(y)o͞omən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
ichneumon wasp

 or 
ichneumon fly

 )
 — a slender parasitic wasp with long antennae that deposits its eggs in, on, or near the larvae of other insects.

[Family 
Ichneumonidae

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : numerous genera and species.]




2.
 
another term for Egyptian mongoose
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
ikhneumōn

 ‘tracker,’ from 
ikhneuein

 ‘to track,’ from 
ikhnos

 ‘track, footstep.’





ichnography

 
/ikˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a ground plan of a building or map of a region.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
ichnographie

 , or via Latin from Greek 
ikhnographia

 , from 
ikhnos

 ‘track’ + 
-graphia

 (see -graphy
 ).






ichor

 
/ˈīkôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the fluid that flows like blood in the veins of the gods.




2.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 
‹literary›

 any bloodlike fluid




•
 
tomatoes drooled ichor from their broken skins.










3.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 
‹archaic›

 a watery, fetid discharge from a wound.








II.
 
derivatives





ichorous

 
/ˈīkərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
ikhōr

 .





ichth.






abbreviation




ichthyology.













ichthus

 
/ˈikTHəs/





I.
 
noun




an image of a fish used as a symbol of Christianity.











– origin

 from Greek 
ikhthus

 ‘fish’: the initial letters of the word are sometimes taken as short for I
esous

 Ch
ristos

 , Th
eou

 U
ios

 , S
oter

 (Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior).





ichthyic

 
/ˈikTHēik/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 fishlike.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ikhthuïkos

 ‘fishy,’ from 
ikhthus

 ‘fish.’






ichthyo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to fish; fishlike




•
 
ichthyosaur.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ikhthus

 ‘fish.’





ichthyology

 
/ˌikTHēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology that deals with fishes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ichthyological

 
/ˌikTHēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
ichthyologist

 
/ˌikTHēˈäləjəst /






noun





















ichthyophagous

 
/ˌikTHēˈäfəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 fish-eating




•
 
Americans are more ichthyophagous than ever.














II.
 
derivatives





ichthyophagy

 
/-ˈäfəjē /






noun





















ichthyornis

 
/ˌikTHēˈôrnis/





I.
 
noun




an extinct, gull-like, fish-eating bird of the late Cretaceous period, with large toothed jaws.

[Genus 
Ichthyornis

 , order 
Ichthyornithiformes

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from ichthyo-
 + Greek 
ornis

 ‘bird.’





ichthyosaur

 
/ˈikTHēəˌsôr /

 
ichthyosaurus





I.
 
noun




an extinct marine reptile of the Mesozoic era resembling a dolphin, with a long pointed head, four flippers, and a vertical tail.

[Order 
Ichthyosauria

 , subclass 
Diapsida

 : numerous genera, including 
Ichthyosaurus

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





ichthyosaurian

 
/ˌikTHēəˈsôrēən /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ichthyo-
 ‘fish’ + Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





ichthyosis

 
/ˌikTHēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital skin condition that causes the epidermis to become dry and rough like fish scales.








II.
 
derivatives





ichthyotic

 
/-ˈätik /






adjective





















I-chun






variant of Yichun
 .










-ician





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a person skilled in or concerned with a field or subject (often corresponding to a noun ending in 
-ic

 or 
-ics

 )




•
 
politician




•
 
statistician.

















– origin

 from French 
-icien

 .






icicle

 
/ˈīˌsik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hanging, tapering piece of ice formed by the freezing of dripping water.




2.
 
a thin, shiny strip of plastic or foil hung on a Christmas tree for decoration.











– origin

 Middle English: from ice
 + dialect 
ickle

 ‘icicle’ (from Old English 
gicel

 ).





icing

 
/ˈīsiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture of sugar with liquid or butter, typically flavored and colored, and used as a coating for cakes or cookies.




2.
 
the formation of ice on an aircraft, ship, or other vehicle, or in an engine.




3.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 
(US)

 the action of shooting the puck from one's own end of the rink to the other but not into the goal, for which the referee calls a face-off in one's own end.








II.
 
phrases





the icing (or frosting) on the cake






an attractive but inessential addition or enhancement




•
 
being a scientist is enjoyable, and winning a Nobel is icing on the cake.























icing sugar

 
/ˈīsiNG ˌSHo͝oɡər/






noun




British term for confectioners sugar
 .













-icist





I.
 
suffix




equivalent to -ician
 .











– origin

 based on forms ending in -ic
 , + -ist
 .





-icity





I.
 
suffix




forming abstract nouns especially from adjectives ending in 
-ic

 (such as 
authenticity

 from 
authentic

 ).











– origin

 based on forms ending in -ic
 , + -ity
 .





ICJ






abbreviation




International Court of Justice.













ick

 
/ik /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
exclamation




used to express disgust




•
 
oatmeal—ick!














II.
 
noun




a sticky or congealed substance, typically regarded with disgust




•
 
she scrubbed the ick off the back of the stove.

















– origin

 1940s: probably imitative.





-ick






suffix






‹archaic›

 variant spelling of -ic
 .













Ickes, Harold LeClair

 
/ˈikəs/






(1874–1952) US lawyer and public official. He served as head of the federal Public Works Administration 1933–39 and as US secretary of the interior 1933–46.









icky

 
/ˈikē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 sticky, especially unpleasantly so.




2.
 


‹informal›

 distastefully sentimental




•
 
a romantic subplot that is just plain icky.










3.
 


‹informal›

 nasty or repulsive (used as a general term of disapproval)




•
 
icky boys with all their macho strutting.














II.
 
derivatives





ickiness






noun



















– origin

 1930s: perhaps related to sick
 1
 or to the child's word 
ickle

 ‘little.’






icon

 
/ˈīˌkän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
ikon

 )
 — a painting of Jesus Christ or another holy figure, typically in a traditional style on wood, venerated and used as an aid to devotion in the Byzantine and other Eastern Churches.




2.
 
a person or thing regarded as a representative symbol of something




•
 
this iron-jawed icon of American manhood.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a symbol or graphic representation on a screen of a program, option, or window, especially one of several for selection.




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 a sign whose form directly reflects the thing it signifies, for example, the word 
snarl

 pronounced in a snarling way.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘simile’): via Latin from Greek 
eikōn

 ‘likeness, image.’ Current senses date from the mid 19th cent. onward.





iconic

 
/īˈkänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or of the nature of an icon




•
 
language is not in general an iconic sign system.










2.
 
(of a classical Greek statue) depicting a victorious athlete in a conventional style.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
iconically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
iconicity

 
/ˌīkəˈnisitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
iconicus

 , from Greek 
eikonikos

 , from 
eikōn

 ‘likeness, image.’





iconify

 
/īˈkänəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 reduce (a window on a screen) to a small symbol or graphic representation of itself so as to make room for other windows.













iconize

 
/ˈīkəˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 reduce (a window on a screen) to a small symbol or graphic.




2.
 
treat as an icon




•
 
they iconized him as an iron-jawed symbol of American manhood.



















icono-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of an image or likeness




•
 
iconology.










2.
 
relating to icons




•
 
iconoclast.

















– origin

 from Greek 
eikōn

 ‘likeness.’





iconoclasm

 
/īˈkänəˌklazəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of attacking or assertively rejecting cherished beliefs and institutions or established values and practices.




2.
 
the rejection or destruction of religious images as heretical; the doctrine of iconoclasts.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from iconoclast
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
enthusiast

 , 
enthusiasm

 .






iconoclast

 
/īˈkänəˌklast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who attacks cherished beliefs or institutions.




2.
 
a destroyer of images used in religious worship, in particular




3.
 


‹historical›

 a supporter of the 8th- and 9th-century movement in the Byzantine Church that sought to abolish the veneration of icons and other religious images.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a Puritan of the 16th or 17th century.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): via medieval Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
eikonoklastēs

 , from 
eikōn

 ‘likeness’ + 
klan

 ‘to break.’





iconoclastic

 
/īˌkänəˈklastik/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by attack on cherished beliefs or institutions




•
 
a fresh, even an iconoclastic, influence could work wonders.














II.
 
derivatives





iconoclastically

 
/īˌkänəˈklastik(ə)lē /






adverb





















iconography

 
/ˌīkəˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 iconographies)
 — the visual images and symbols used in a work of art or the study or interpretation of these.




2.
 
the visual images, symbols, or modes of representation collectively associated with a person, cult, or movement




•
 
the iconography of pop culture.










3.
 
a collection of illustrations or portraits.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
iconographer

 
/ˌīkəˈnäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
iconographic

 
/ˌīkənəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
iconographical

 
/ˌīkənəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
iconographically

 
/īˌkänəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a drawing or plan): from Greek 
eikonographia

 ‘sketch, description,’ from 
eikōn

 ‘likeness’ + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





iconolatry

 
/ˌīkəˈnälətrē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 the worship of icons.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Greek 
eikonolatreia

 , from 
eikōn

 ‘likeness’ + 
-latria

 ‘worship.’





iconology

 
/ˌīkəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of visual imagery and its symbolism and interpretation, especially in social or political terms.




2.
 
symbolism




•
 
the iconology of a work of art.














II.
 
derivatives





iconological

 
/īˌkänəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















iconostasis

 
/ˌīkəˈnästəsəs/





I.
 
noun




a screen bearing icons, separating the sanctuary of many Eastern churches from the nave.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Greek 
eikonostasis

 , from 
eikōn

 ‘likeness’ + 
stasis

 ‘standing, stopping.’





icosahedron

 
/īˌkōsəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure with twenty plane faces, especially equilateral triangular ones.








II.
 
derivatives





icosahedral

 
/-drəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
eikosaedron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
eikosaedros

 ‘twenty-faced.’





ICRC






abbreviation




International Committee of the Red Cross.














-ics





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting arts or sciences, branches of study, or profession




•
 
classics




•
 
politics.

















– origin

 from French 
-iques

 , Latin 
-ica

 , or Greek 
-ika

 , plural forms. / 
usage:

 A noun ending in 
-ics

 meaning ‘a subject of study or branch of knowledge’ will usually take a singular rather than a plural verb: 
politics is

 a blood sport | 
classics is

 hardly studied at all these days. However, the same word may take a plural verb in cases where the sense is plural: many of 
the classics were

 once regarded with disdain.





ICSI






noun




intracytoplasmic sperm injection, a technique for in vitro fertilization in which an individual sperm cell is introduced into an egg cell.













ICT






abbreviation




information and communications technology.













ictal

 
/ˈiktl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to a seizure.











– origin

 1950s: from ictus
 + -al
 .





icterus

 
/ˈiktərəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 technical term for jaundice
 .








II.
 
derivatives





icteric

 
/ikˈterik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ikteros

 . The Latin term denoted jaundice, also a yellowish-green bird (the sight of which was thought to cure jaundice).





Ictinus

 
/ikˈtīnəs/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Greek architect. He is said to have designed the Parthenon in Athens with architect Callicrates and sculptor Phidias between 448 and 437 
BC

 .










ictus

 
/ˈiktəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Prosody]

 a rhythmical or metrical stress.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a stroke or seizure; a fit.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting the beat of the pulse): from Latin, literally ‘blow.’





ICU

 
/ˌī ˌsē ˈyo͞o/






abbreviation




intensive care unit.













icy

 
/ˈīsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with or consisting of ice




•
 
there were icy patches on the roads.










2.
 
very cold




•
 
an icy wind.










3.
 
(of a person's tone or manner) very unfriendly; hostile




•
 
her voice was icy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
icily

 
/ˈīsilē /






adverb













2.
 
iciness

 
/ˈīsēnəs /






noun





















icy-cold






adjective




very cold




•
 
it was an icy-cold January morning.



















ICYMI






abbreviation






‹informal›

 in case you missed it (used in electronic communication to draw attention to something noteworthy)




•
 
ICYMI, here's a link to Sunday's podcast.




















id

 
/id/





I.
 
noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the part of the mind in which innate instinctive impulses and primary processes are manifest.

Compare with ego
 and superego
 .











– origin

 1920s: from Latin, literally ‘that,’ translating German 
es

 . The term was first used in this sense by Freud, following use in a similar sense by his contemporary, Georg Groddeck.





ID

 
/ˌī ˈdē/





I.
 
abbreviation




Idaho (in official postal use).








II.
 
noun




identification or identity




•
 
they weren't carrying any ID




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an ID card.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 establish the identity of




•
 
the Finnish authorities were able to ID him.










2.
 
ask (someone) to show proof of their age or identity




•
 
I got ID'd at the bar.



















id.






abbreviation




idem.













I'd

 
/īd/






contraction



1.
 
I would or I should




•
 
I'd like a bath.










2.
 
I had




•
 
I'd agreed to go.




















-id1






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives such as 
putrid

 , 
torrid

 .











– origin

 from French 
-ide

 , from Latin 
-idus

 .






-id2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns such as 
chrysalid

 , 
pyramid

 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 forming names of structural constituents




•
 
plastid.










3.
 


[Botany]

 forming names of plants belonging to a family with a name ending in 
-idaceae






•
 
orchid.

















– origin

 from or suggested by French 
-ide

 , via Latin 
-idis

 from Greek 
-is

 , 
-id-

 .






-id3






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 


[Zoology]

 denoting an animal belonging to a family with a name ending in 
-idae

 or to a class with a name ending in 
-ida






•
 
carabid




•
 
arachnid.










3.
 
denoting a member of a specified dynasty or family




•
 
Achaemenid




•
 
Sassanid.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 denoting a meteor in a shower radiating from a specified constellation




•
 
Geminids.










5.
 
denoting a star of a class like one in a specified constellation




•
 
cepheid.

















– origin

 from or suggested by Latin 
-ides

 (plural 
-idae

 , 
-ida

 ), from Greek.





Ida

 
/ˈīdə/





I.
 
a mountain in central Crete, associated in classical times with the god Zeus. Rising to 8,058 ft. (2,456 m.), it is the highest peak on the island.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 an asteroid discovered in 1884. It is 32 miles (52 km) long and has a tiny moon (Dactyl), which is about 1 mile (1.5 km) across.









IDA






abbreviation




International Development Association.














Idaho

 
/ˈīdəˌhō/






a state in the northwestern US that borders on the Canadian province of British Columbia on the north and that includes part of the Rocky Mountains; pop. 1,523,816 (est. 2008); capital, Boise; statehood, July 3, 1890 (43). It was explored by Lewis and Clark in 1805 and was crossed by the Oregon Trail that ended at Fort Vancouver in Washington.









Idahoan

 
/ˈīdəˌhōən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Idaho or its inhabitants




•
 
the Idahoan woods.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Idaho




•
 
a daunting task for the Idahoan.



















Idaho Falls






a city in southeastern Idaho, on the Snake River; pop. 54,334 (est. 2008).









IDC






abbreviation






‹informal›

 I don't care




•
 
IDC what anybody says—I know what I saw.



















IDDD






abbreviation




international direct distance dialing.













iddingsite

 
/ˈidiNGˌzīt/





I.
 
noun




a brownish mineral deposit consisting of a mixture of silicates, formed by alteration of olivine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of Joseph P. 
Iddings

 (1857–1920), American geologist, + -ite
 1
 .






IDE






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Integrated Drive Electronics, a standard for interfacing computers and their peripherals.














-ide





I.
 
suffix



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 forming nouns:




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting binary compounds of a nonmetallic or more electronegative element or group




•
 
cyanide




•
 
sodium chloride.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting various other compounds




•
 
peptide




•
 
saccharide.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting elements of a series in the periodic table




•
 
lanthanide.

















– origin

 originally used in 
oxide

 .






idea

 
/īˈdēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thought or suggestion as to a possible course of action




•
 
they don't think it's a very good idea.










2.
 
a concept or mental impression




•
 
our menu list will give you some idea of how interesting a low-fat diet can be.










3.
 
an opinion or belief




•
 
nineteenth-century ideas about drinking.










4.
 
(
the idea

 )
 — the aim or purpose




•
 
I took a job with 
the idea of

 getting some money together.










5.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in Platonic thought) an eternally existing pattern of which individual things in any class are imperfect copies.




6.
 
(in Kantian thought) a concept of pure reason, not empirically based in experience.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or give someone) ideas








‹informal›

 become (or make someone) ambitious, bigheaded, or tempted to do something against someone else's will, especially make a sexual advance




•
 
Mac began to get ideas about turning pro.















2.
 
have (got) no idea








‹informal›

 not know at all




•
 
she had no idea where she was going.















3.
 
not someone's idea of








‹informal›

 not what someone regards as




•
 
it's not my idea of a happy ending.















4.
 
put ideas into someone's head






suggest ambitions or thoughts that a person would not otherwise have had.









5.
 
that's an idea








‹informal›

 that suggestion or proposal is worth considering.









6.
 
that's the idea








‹informal›

 used to confirm to someone that they have understood something or they are doing something correctly




•
 
“A sort of bodyguard?” “That's the idea.”















7.
 
the very idea!








‹informal›

 an exclamation of disapproval or disagreement.















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): via Latin from Greek 
idea

 ‘form, pattern,’ from the base of 
idein

 ‘to see.’






ideal

 
/īˈdē(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
satisfying one's conception of what is perfect; most suitable




•
 
the swimming pool is 
ideal for

 a quick dip




•
 
this is an ideal opportunity to save money.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — existing only in the imagination; desirable or perfect but not likely to become a reality




•
 
in an ideal world, we might have made a different decision.










3.
 
representing an abstract or hypothetical optimum




•
 
mathematical modeling can determine theoretically ideal conditions.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing regarded as perfect




•
 
you're my ideal of how a man should be.










2.
 
a standard of perfection; a principle to be aimed at




•
 
tolerance and freedom, the liberal ideals.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in Platonic philosophy, in the sense ‘existing as an archetype’): from late Latin 
idealis

 , from Latin 
idea

 (see idea
 ).






ideal gas






noun






[Chemistry]

 a hypothetical gas whose molecules occupy negligible space and have no interactions, and that consequently obeys the gas laws exactly.














idealism

 
/īˈdē(ə)ˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice of forming or pursuing ideals, especially unrealistically




•
 
the idealism of youth.







Compare with realism
 .




2.
 
(in art or literature) the representation of things in ideal or idealized form.

Often contrasted with realism
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 any of various systems of thought in which the objects of knowledge are held to be in some way dependent on the activity of mind.

Often contrasted with realism
 (
sense

 3).











– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
idéalisme

 or German 
Idealismus

 , from late Latin 
idealis

 (see ideal
 ).





idealist

 
/īˈdē(ə)ləst/






noun



1.
 
a person who is guided more by ideals than by practical considerations




•
 
he came to power with the reputation of a left-wing idealist.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes in the theory of idealism.













idealistic

 
/ˌīdē(ə)ˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by idealism; unrealistically aiming for perfection




•
 
idealistic young doctors who went to work for the rebels.














II.
 
derivatives





idealistically






adverb





















ideality

 
/ˌaədēˈalədē/






noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the state or quality of being ideal




•
 
the ideality of the island of Aran.










2.
 


‹formal›

 the quality of expressing or being characterized by ideals




•
 
the loftiness and ideality of the Gettysburg Address.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 an ideal or idealized thing




•
 
they commenced their married life with idealities about love.



















idealization

 
/īˌdē(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n īˌdē(ə)ˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of regarding or representing something as perfect or better than in reality




•
 
her idealization of childhood as a time of innocence




•
 
a romantic idealization of rural life.



















idealize

 
/īˈdē(ə)ˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
idealized

 )


1.
 
regard or represent as perfect or better than in reality




•
 
Helen's idealized accounts of their life together.














II.
 
derivatives





idealizer






noun





















ideally

 
/īˈdē(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — preferably; in an ideal world




•
 
ideally, you should exercise for 30 minutes every day.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — in the best possible way; perfectly




•
 
her experience makes her ideally suited to the job.



















ideas man

 


‹chiefly N. Amer.›

 idea man






noun




a person who is particularly good at thinking of new or original ideas




•
 
he's the ideas man and the others do the day-to-day work.



















ideate

 
/ˈīdēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
ideated

 )


1.
 
form an idea of; imagine or conceive




•
 
the arc whose ideated center is a nodal point in the composition.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form ideas; think.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
ideat-

 ‘formed as an idea,’ from the verb 
ideare

 , from Latin 
idea

 (see idea
 ).





ideation

 
/ˌīdēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 the formation of ideas or concepts




•
 
paranoid ideation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ideational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
ideationally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb





















idebenone

 
/īˈdebəˌnōn/






noun




a benzoquinone compound with strong antioxidant properties. It has therapeutic uses in age-related cognitive dysfunction and skin rejuvenation, owing to its ability to stimulate nerve growth.














idée fixe

 
/ēˌdā ˈfēks/





I.
 
noun




an idea or desire that dominates the mind; an obsession.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘fixed idea.’





idée reçue

 
/ēˌdā rəˈso͞o/





I.
 
noun




a generally accepted concept or idea.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘received idea.’





idem

 
/ˈīˌdem ˈiˌdem/





I.
 
adverb




used in citations to indicate an author or work that has just been mentioned




•
 
Marianne Elliott, 
Partners in Revolution

 , 1982; idem, 
Wolfe Tone

 , 1989.

















– origin

 late Middle English: Latin, literally ‘the same.’





idempotent

 
/ˌīdemˈpōt(ə)nt ˈēdemˌpōt(ə)nt /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting an element of a set that is unchanged in value when multiplied or otherwise operated on by itself.








II.
 
noun




an idempotent element.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
idem

 ‘same’ + potent
 1
 .





ident

 
/ˈīdent/






noun




short for identification
 , esp. in informal or technical use.













identical

 
/ˌīˈden(t)ək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
similar in every detail; exactly alike




•
 
four girls in identical green outfits




•
 
the passage on the second floor was 
identical to

 the one below.










2.
 
(of twins) developed from a single fertilized ovum, and therefore of the same sex and usually very similar in appearance.

Compare with fraternal
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of something encountered on separate occasions) the same




•
 
she stole a suitcase from the identical station at which she had been arrested before.










4.
 


[Logic]

 
[Mathematics]

 expressing an identity




•
 
an identical proposition.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
identicus

 , from late Latin 
identitas

 (see identity
 ).





identically

 
/īˈden(t)ək(ə)lē əˈden(t)ək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in exactly the same way




•
 
the two men were dressed identically in black




•
 
identically shaped sculptures.










2.
 


[Logic]

 
[Mathematics]

 in the manner of an identity; for all values




•
 
the z-coordinate is identically zero.



















identical twin






noun




either of a pair of twins who, as a result of developing from a single fertilized ovum, are alike in all genetic characteristics (including sex) and typically very similar in appearance




•
 
Julia and Lydia are identical twins.



















identifiable

 
/īˌden(t)əˈfīəb(ə)l īˈden(t)əˌfīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be recognized; distinguishable




•
 
there are no easily identifiable features on the shoreline.














II.
 
derivatives





identifiably

 
/īˌden(t)əˈfīəblē īˈden(t)əˌfīəblē /






adverb






















identification

 
/īˌden(t)əfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of identifying someone or something or the fact of being identified




•
 
each child was tagged with a number for identification




•
 
it may be impossible for relatives to make positive identifications.










2.
 
a means of proving a person's identity, especially in the form of official papers




•
 
I asked to see his identification.










3.
 
a person's sense of identity with someone or something




•
 
children's 
identification with

 storybook characters.










4.
 
the association or linking of one thing with another




•
 
the traditional Russian identification of democracy with anarchy.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally from medieval Latin 
identificat-

 ‘identified,’ from the verb 
identificare

 ; later from identify
 .





identification tag






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tag worn by or attached to a person or thing that bears their name or other identifying details




•
 
get an identification tag for your dog's collar.



















identifier

 
/īˈden(t)əˌfīər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that identifies something




•
 
the new number is to be known as the “unique patient identifier.”










2.
 


[Computing]

 a sequence of characters used to identify or refer to a program or an element, such as a variable or a set of data, within it.














identify

 
/īˈden(t)əˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish or indicate who or what (someone or something) is




•
 
the judge ordered that the girl not be identified




•
 
the contact would 
identify

 himself simply 
as

 Cobra.










2.
 
recognize or distinguish (especially something considered worthy of attention)




•
 
a system that ensures that the student's real needs are identified.










3.
 
(
identify someone/something with

 )
 — associate (someone) closely with; regard (someone) as having strong links with




•
 
he was equivocal about being identified too closely with the peace movement.










4.
 
equate (someone or something) with




•
 
because of my upstate accent, people identified me with a homely farmer's wife.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
identify with

 )
 — regard oneself as sharing the same characteristics or thinking as someone else




•
 
I liked Fromm and identified with him.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘treat as being identical with’): from medieval Latin 
identificare

 , from late Latin 
identitas

 (see identity
 ) + Latin 
-ficare

 (from 
facere

 ‘make’).





identikit

 
/īˈden(t)əˌkit/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a picture of a person, especially one sought by the police, reconstructed from typical facial features according to witnesses' descriptions


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an identikit photograph.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of identity
 and kit
 1
 .






identity

 
/ˌīˈden(t)ədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of being who or what a person or thing is




•
 
he knows the identity of the bombers




•
 
she believes she is the victim of mistaken identity.










2.
 
the characteristics determining this




•
 
attempts to define a distinct Canadian identity.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 (of an object) serving to establish who the holder, owner, or wearer is by bearing their name and often other details such as a signature or photograph




•
 
an identity card.










4.
 
a close similarity or affinity




•
 
the initiative created an identity between the city and the suburbs.










5.
 
(also 
identity operation

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a transformation that leaves an object unchanged.




6.
 
(also 
identity element

 )
 — an element of a set that, if combined with another element by a specified binary operation, leaves that element unchanged.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 the equality of two expressions for all values of the quantities expressed by letters, or an equation expressing this, e.g., (
x

 + 1)2
 = 
x

 2
 + 2
x

 + 1.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘quality of being identical’): from late Latin 
identitas

 , from Latin 
idem

 ‘same.’





identity bracelet






noun




a bracelet or wristband bearing a person's name or other identifying details




•
 
you will be asked to put on a hospital gown and a plastic identity bracelet.



















identity crisis

 
/īˈden(t)ədē ˌkrīsis/






noun






[Psychiatry]

 a period of uncertainty and confusion in which a person's sense of identity becomes insecure, typically due to a change in their expected aims or role in society.













identity matrix






noun






[Mathematics]

 a square matrix in which all the elements of the principal diagonal are ones and all other elements are zeros. The effect of multiplying a given matrix by an identity matrix is to leave the given matrix unchanged.













identity number






noun




a number or string of numbers used to identify a particular person or thing




•
 
each object in the collection has a unique identity number.



















identity papers






plural noun




documents serving as official proof of the holder's identity




•
 
you should carry identity papers with you at all times.



















identity parade

 
/īˈden(t)ədē pəˌrād /

 
identification parade






noun






(Brit.)

 a police lineup.













identity politics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a tendency for people of a particular religion, race, social background, etc., to form exclusive political alliances, moving away from traditional broad-based party politics.













identity theft

 
//






noun




the fraudulent acquisition and use of a person's private identifying information, usually for financial gain.














ideogram

 
/ˈidēəˌɡram ˈīdēəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a written character symbolizing the idea of a thing without indicating the sounds used to say it, e.g., numerals and Chinese characters.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
idea

 ‘form’ + -gram
 1
 .





ideograph

 
/ˈidēəˌɡraf ˈīdēəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




another term for ideogram
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ideographic

 
/ˌidēəˈɡrafik ˌīdēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
ideography

 
/idēˈäɡrəfē īdēˈäɡrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
idea

 ‘form’ + -graph
 .





ideological

 
/ˌīdēəˈläjəkəl ˌidēəˈläjəkəl/






adjective




based on or relating to a system of ideas and ideals, especially concerning economic or political theory and policy




•
 
the ideological struggle that underpinned the cold war.



















ideologically

 
/ˈˌīdēəˈläjək(ə)lē ˈˌidēəˈläjək(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that relates to ideas or an ideology, especially of a political or economic nature




•
 
ideologically driven economic policies.



















ideologue

 
/ˈīdēəˌlôɡ ˈidēəˌlôɡ/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of an ideology, especially one who is uncompromising and dogmatic




•
 
a conservative ideologue.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
idéologue

 ; see also ideology
 .






ideology

 
/ˌīdēˈäləjē ˌidēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 ideologies)
 — a system of ideas and ideals, especially one that forms the basis of economic or political theory and policy




•
 
the ideology of republicanism.










2.
 
the ideas and manner of thinking characteristic of a group, social class, or individual




•
 
a critique of bourgeois ideology.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 visionary speculation, especially of an unrealistic or idealistic nature.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 the science of ideas; the study of their origin and nature.








II.
 
derivatives





ideologist

 
/ˌīdēˈäləjəst ˌidēˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
idéologie

 , from Greek 
idea

 ‘form, pattern’ + 
-logos

 (denoting discourse or compilation).





ides

 
/īdz/





I.
 
plural noun




(in the ancient Roman calendar) a day falling roughly in the middle of each month (the 15th day of March, May, July, and October, and the 13th of other months), from which other dates were calculated.

Compare with nones
 , calends
 .











– origin

 late Old English: from Old French, from Latin 
idus

 (plural), of unknown origin.





idigbo

 
/iˈdiɡbō/





I.
 
noun




a West African tree that has a distinctive pagodalike shape and yields weather-resistant timber.

[
Terminalia ivorensis

 , family 
Combretaceae

 .]











– origin

 a local name.






idio-





I.
 
combining form




distinct; private; personal; own




•
 
idiotype.

















– origin

 from Greek 
idios

 ‘own, distinct.’





idiocy

 
/ˈidēəsē/





I.
 
noun




extremely stupid behavior




•
 
the idiocy of decimating rain forests




•
 
every aspect of public administration throws up its own idiocies.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally denoting low intelligence): from idiot
 , probably on the pattern of pairs such as 
lunatic

 , 
lunacy

 .






idiographic

 
/ˌidēəˈɡrafik/






adjective




of or relating to the study or discovery of particular scientific facts and processes, as distinct from general laws.

Often contrasted with nomothetic
 .













idiolect

 
/ˈidēəˌlekt/





I.
 
noun




the speech habits peculiar to a particular person.











– origin

 1940s: from idio-
 ‘own, personal’ + 
-lect

 as in 
dialect

 .






idiom

 
/ˈidēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of words established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from those of the individual words (e.g., 
rain cats and dogs

 , 
see the light

 ).




2.
 
a form of expression natural to a language, person, or group of people




•
 
he had a feeling for phrase and idiom.










3.
 
the dialect of a people or part of a country.




4.
 
a characteristic mode of expression in music or art




•
 
they were both working in a neo-impressionist idiom.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
idiome

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
idiōma

 ‘private property, peculiar phraseology,’ from 
idiousthai

 ‘make one's own,’ from 
idios

 ‘own, private.’





idiomatic

 
/ˌidēəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using, containing, or denoting expressions that are natural to a native speaker




•
 
distinctive idiomatic dialogue.










2.
 
appropriate to the style of art or music associated with a particular period, individual, or group




•
 
a short Bach piece containing lots of idiomatic motifs.














II.
 
derivatives





idiomatically

 
/ˌidēəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
idiōmatikos

 ‘peculiar, characteristic,’ from 
idiōma

 (see idiom
 ).





idiopathic

 
/ˌidēəˈpaTHik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting any disease or condition that arises spontaneously or for which the cause is unknown.













idiopathy

 
/ˌidēˈäpəTHē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disease or condition that arises spontaneously or for which the cause is unknown.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
idiopathia

 , from Greek 
idiopatheia

 , from 
idios

 ‘own, private’ + 
-patheia

 ‘suffering.’





idiophone

 
/ˈidēəˌfōn/






noun






[Music]

 
‹technical›

 an instrument the whole of which vibrates to produce a sound when struck, shaken, or scraped, such as a bell, gong, or rattle.














idiosyncrasy

 
/ˌidēəˈsiNGkrəsē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
idiosyncrasies

 )


1.
 
a mode of behavior or way of thought peculiar to an individual




•
 
one of his little idiosyncrasies was always preferring to be in the car first.










2.
 
a distinctive or peculiar feature or characteristic of a place or thing




•
 
the idiosyncrasies of the prison system.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal physical reaction by an individual to a food or drug.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘physical constitution peculiar to an individual’): from Greek 
idiosunkrasia

 , from 
idios

 ‘own, private’ + 
sun

 ‘with’ + 
krasis

 ‘mixture.’





idiosyncratic

 
/ˌidēəsiNGˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to idiosyncrasy; peculiar or individual




•
 
she emerged as one of the great idiosyncratic talents of the Nineties.














II.
 
derivatives





idiosyncratically

 
/ˌidēəsiNGˈkradək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from idiosyncrasy
 , on the pattern of Greek 
sunkratikos

 ‘mixed together.’






idiot

 
/ˈidēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Medicine]

 
‹archaic›

 a mentally handicapped person.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a person of low intelligence): via Old French from Latin 
idiota

 ‘ignorant person,’ from Greek 
idiōtēs

 ‘private person, layman, ignorant person,’ from 
idios

 ‘own, private.’





idiot board

 
/ˈidēət ˌbô(ə)rd /

 
idiot card






noun






‹informal›

 a board displaying a television script to a speaker as an aid to memory.













idiot box

 
/ˈidēət ˌbäks/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a television set.













idiotic

 
/ˌidēˈädik/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very stupid




•
 
I was able to hum its idiotic theme tune.














II.
 
derivatives





idiotically

 
/ˈˌidēˈädək(ə)lē /






adverb





















idiot light






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a warning light that goes on when a fault occurs in a device, especially a light on the instrument panel of a motor vehicle.













idiot-proof






adjective






‹informal›

 incapable of going wrong or being misused




•
 
her easy, idiot-proof recipes have won her fans worldwide.




















idiot savant





I.
 
noun




a person who is considered to be mentally handicapped but displays brilliance in a specific area, especially one involving memory.











– origin

 French, literally ‘learned idiot.’





idiotype

 
/ˈidēəˌtīp/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the set of genetic determinants of an individual.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a set of antigen-binding sites that characterizes the antibodies produced by a particular clone of antibody-producing cells.













Iditarod River

 
/īˌdidəˌräd ˈrivər/






a river in western Alaska, scene of a 1908 gold rush, route of the Iditarod dogsled race that goes from Anchorage to Nome.









IDK






abbreviation






‹informal›

 I don't know




•
 
IDK how to go about this.



















idle

 
/ˈīdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a machine or factory) not active or in use




•
 
assembly lines 
standing idle

 for lack of spare parts.










2.
 
(of a person) not working; unemployed.




3.
 
(of a person) avoiding work; lazy.




4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of time) characterized by inaction or absence of significant activity




•
 
at no time in the day must there be an idle moment.










5.
 
(of money) held in cash or in accounts paying no interest.




6.
 
without purpose or effect; pointless




•
 
he did not want to waste valuable time in idle chatter.










7.
 
(especially of a threat or boast) without foundation




•
 
I knew Ellen did not make idle threats.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) spend time doing nothing; be idle




•
 
four men were idling outside the shop.










2.
 
move aimlessly or lazily




•
 
Cal idled past MetroHealth at a stately pace.










3.
 
(of an engine) run slowly while disconnected from a load or out of gear




•
 
the car is noisily idling in the street.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an engine) to idle.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 take out of use or employment




•
 
he will close the newspaper, idling 2,200 workers.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





idle something away






spend one's time doing nothing or very little.












IV.
 
derivatives





idleness

 
/ˈīdlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
īdel

 ‘empty, useless’; related to Dutch 
ijdel

 ‘vain, frivolous, useless’ and German 
eitel

 ‘bare, worthless.’





idler

 
/ˈīdlər/






noun



1.
 
a habitually lazy person.




2.
 
a person who is doing nothing in particular, typically while waiting for something.




3.
 
a pulley that transmits no power but guides or tensions a belt or rope.




4.
 
an idle wheel.













idle wheel






noun




an intermediate wheel between two geared wheels, especially when its purpose is to allow them to rotate in the same direction.













idly

 
/ˈīdlē/






adverb



1.
 
with no particular purpose, reason, or foundation




•
 
“How was the game?” Katie asked idly.










2.
 
in an inactive or lazy way




•
 
I can no longer stand idly by and let him take the blame.



















Ido

 
/ˈēdō/





I.
 
noun




an artificial universal language developed from Esperanto.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Ido, literally ‘offspring.’






idocrase

 
/ˈīdəkrās/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of a silicate of calcium, magnesium, and aluminum, occurring typically as dark green to brown prisms in metamorphosed limestone.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
eidos

 ‘form’ + 
krasis

 ‘mixture.’






idol

 
/ˈīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an image or representation of a god used as an object of worship.




2.
 
a person or thing that is greatly admired, loved, or revered




•
 
movie idol Robert Redford.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
idole

 , from Latin 
idolum

 ‘image, form’ (used in ecclesiastical Latin in the sense ‘idol’), from Greek 
eidōlon

 , from 
eidos

 ‘form, shape.’





idolater

 
/īˈdälədər/





I.
 
noun




a person who worships an idol or idols.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
idolatre

 , based on Greek 
eidōlolatrēs

 , from 
eidōlon

 (see idol
 ) + 
-latrēs

 ‘worshiper.’





idolatrous

 
/īˈdälətrəs/






adjective



1.
 
worshiping idols




•
 
the idolatrous peasantry.










2.
 
treating someone or something as an idol




•
 
America's idolatrous worship of the auto.



















idolatry

 
/īˈdälətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
worship of idols.




2.
 
extreme admiration, love, or reverence for something or someone




•
 
we must not allow our idolatry of art to obscure issues of political significance.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
idolatrie

 , based on Greek 
eidōlolatreia

 , from 
eidōlon

 (see idol
 ) + 
-latreia

 ‘worship.’





idolize

 
/ˈīdlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admire, revere, or love greatly or excessively




•
 
he idolized his mother.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
idolization

 
/ˌīd(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌīdlˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
idolizer

 
/ˈīdlˌīzər /






noun





















Idomeneus

 
/īˈdämən(y)o͞os, īˌdäməˈnēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







king of Crete, son of Deucalion and descendant of Minos. He was forced to kill his son after vowing to sacrifice the first living thing that he met on his return from the Trojan War.









IDP






abbreviation



1.
 
integrated data processing.




2.
 
International Driving Permit.




3.
 
internally displaced person.













Id ul-Adha

 
/ˌid älˈäT͟Hä/






see Eid
 .









Id ul-Fitr

 
/ˌid älˈfēdər/






see Eid
 .









idyll

 
/ˈīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extremely happy, peaceful, or picturesque episode or scene, typically an idealized or unsustainable one




•
 
the rural idyll remains strongly evocative in most industrialized societies.










2.
 
a short description in verse or prose of a picturesque scene or incident, especially in rustic life.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the Latin form): from Latin 
idyllium

 , from Greek 
eidullion

 , diminutive of 
eidos

 ‘form, picture.’





idyllic

 
/īˈdilik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a time or place) like an idyll; extremely happy, peaceful, or picturesque




•
 
an attractive hotel in an idyllic setting.














II.
 
derivatives





idyllically

 
/īˈdilək(ə)lē /






adverb





















IE






abbreviation




Indo-European.













i.e.

 
/ˌīˈē/





I.
 
abbreviation




that is to say (used to add explanatory information or to state something in different words)




•
 
a walking boot that is synthetic, i.e., not leather or suede.

















– origin

 from Latin 
id est

 ‘that is.’






-ie





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
variant spelling of -y
 2
 (as in 
auntie

 ).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 variant spelling of -y
 1
 , -y
 3
 .











– origin

 earlier form of 
-y

 .





IEA






abbreviation




International Energy Agency.













IED






noun




an improvised explosive device (a simple bomb made and used by unofficial or unauthorized forces).













IEEE






abbreviation




Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.














Ieper

 
/ˈyāpər/






Flemish name of Ypres
 .










-ier






suffix



1.
 
forming personal nouns denoting an occupation or interest:




2.
 
pronounced with stress on the preceding element




•
 
glazier.







[Middle English: variant of -er
 1
 .]




3.
 
pronounced with stress on the final element




•
 
brigadier




•
 
cashier.







[from French 
-ier

 , from Latin 
-arius

 .]














if

 
/if/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
introducing a conditional clause.




2.
 
on the condition or supposition that; in the event that




•
 
if you have a complaint, write to the director




•
 
if you like, I'll put in a word for you.










3.
 
(with past tense) introducing a hypothetical situation




•
 
if you had stayed, this would never have happened.










4.
 
whenever; every time




•
 
if I go out, she gets nasty.










5.
 
despite the possibility that; no matter whether




•
 
if it takes me seven years, I shall do it.










6.
 
(often used in indirect questions) whether




•
 
he asked if we would like some coffee




•
 
see if you can track it down.










7.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — expressing a polite request




•
 
if I could trouble you for your names?




•
 
if you wouldn't mind giving him a message?










8.
 
expressing an opinion




•
 
that's an awfully long walk, if you don't mind my saying so




•
 
if you ask me, he's in love.










9.
 
expressing surprise or regret




•
 
well, 
if it isn't

 Frank!




•
 
if I could just be left alone.










10.
 
with implied reservation.




11.
 
and perhaps not




•
 
the new leaders have little if any control.










12.
 
used to admit something as being possible but regarded as relatively insignificant




•
 
if there was any weakness, it was naiveté




•
 
so what if he did?










13.
 
despite being (used before an adjective or adverb to introduce a contrast)




•
 
she was honest, if a little brutal.














II.
 
noun




a condition or supposition




•
 
there are so many 
ifs and buts

 in the policy.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
if and only if






used to introduce a condition that is necessary as well as sufficient




•
 
witches are real if and only if there are criteria for identifying witches.















2.
 
if and when






at a future time (should it arise)




•
 
if and when the film gets the green light, be sure you've read the book first.















3.
 
if anything






used to suggest tentatively that something may be the case (often the opposite of something previously implied)




•
 
I haven't made much of this—if anything, I've played it down.















4.
 
if I were you






used to accompany a piece of advice




•
 
I would go to see him if I were you.















5.
 
if not






perhaps even (used to introduce a more extreme term than one first mentioned)




•
 
hundreds if not thousands of germs.















6.
 
if only





a.
 
even if for no other reason than




•
 
Willy would have to tell George more, if only to keep him from pestering.










b.
 
used to express a wish, especially regretfully




•
 
if only I had listened to you.















7.
 
if so






if that is the case.















– origin

 Old English 
gif

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
of

 and German 
ob

 . / 
usage:

 
If

 and 
whether

 are more or less interchangeable in sentences like I'll see 
if

 he left an address and I'll see 
whether

 he left an address, although 
whether

 is generally regarded as more formal and suitable for written use. But, although 
if

 and 
whether

 are often interchangeable, a distinction worth noting is that 
if

 is also used in conditional constructions and 
whether

 in expressing an alternative or possibility. Thus, tell me if you're going to be in town next week could be strictly interpreted as ‘you need not reply if you are 
not

 going to be in town,’ whereas tell me whether you're going to be in town next week clearly means ‘a reply is desired one way or the other.’





IF






abbreviation




intermediate frequency.













IFAD






abbreviation




International Fund for Agricultural Development.













IFC






abbreviation




International Finance Corporation.













Ife

 
/ˈēfā/






an industrial city in southwestern Nigeria; pop. 258,300 (est. 2005).









iff

 
/if/





I.
 
conjunction






[Logic]

 
[Mathematics]

 if and only if.











– origin

 1950s: arbitrary extension of 
if

 .





iffy

 
/ˈifē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 full of uncertainty; doubtful




•
 
the prospect for classes resuming next Wednesday seems iffy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 of doubtful quality or legality




•
 
a good wine merchant will change the iffy bottles for sound ones.

















– origin

 1930s: from if
 + 
f

 + -y
 1
 .





IFO






abbreviation




identified flying object.













IFR






abbreviation




instrument flight rules, used to regulate the flying and navigating of an aircraft using instruments alone.













iftar

 
/ˈifˌtär/






noun




the meal eaten by Muslims after sunset during Ramadan.













IFV






abbreviation




infantry fighting vehicle.













Ig






abbreviation




immunoglobulin.













IG






abbreviation



1.
 
Indo-Germanic.




2.
 
Inspector General.













Iglesias, Julio

 
/ēˈɡlāsēəs/






(1943–), Spanish singer. He is noted for his love songs and ballads.









igloo

 
/ˈiɡlo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a dome-shaped Eskimo house, typically built from blocks of solid snow.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Inuit 
iglu

 ‘house.’





ign.






abbreviation




ignition.













Ignatius Loyola, St.

 
/iɡˈnāSH(ē)əs loiˈōlə/






(1491–1556), Spanish theologian and founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuit order). His 
Spiritual Exercises

 (1548), an ordered scheme of meditations, is still used in Jesuit training programs. Feast day, July 31.









igneous

 
/ˈēɡnēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 (of rock) having solidified from lava or magma.




2.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or involving volcanic processes




•
 
igneous activity.










3.
 


[Geology]

 
‹rare›

 of fire; fiery.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
igneus

 (from 
ignis

 ‘fire’) + -ous
 .





ignimbrite

 
/ˈiɡnimˌbrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a volcanic rock consisting essentially of pumice fragments, formed by the consolidation of material deposited by pyroclastic flows.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
ignis

 ‘fire’ + 
imber

 , 
imbr-

 ‘shower of rain, storm cloud’ + -ite
 1
 .





ignis fatuus

 
/ˌiɡnəs ˈfaCHəwəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a will-o'-the-wisp.




2.
 
something deceptive or deluding.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘foolish fire’ (because of its erratic movement).






ignite

 
/iɡˈnīt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
catch fire or cause to catch fire


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
furniture can give off lethal fumes when it ignites




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
sparks flew out and ignited the dry scrub.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arouse or inflame (an emotion or situation)




•
 
the words ignited new fury in him.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ignitability

 
/iɡˌnītəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
ignitable

 
/iɡˈnīdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘make intensely hot’): from Latin 
ignire

 ‘set on fire,’ from 
ignis

 ‘fire.’





igniter

 
/iɡˈnīdər/






noun



1.
 
a device for igniting a fuel mixture in an engine.




2.
 
a device for causing an electric arc.














ignition

 
/iɡˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of setting something on fire or starting to burn




•
 
three minutes after ignition, the flames were still growing.










2.
 
the process of starting the combustion of fuel in the cylinders of an internal combustion engine.




3.
 
(usu. 
the ignition

 )
 — the mechanism for bringing about ignition in an internal-combustion engine, typically activated by a key or switch




•
 
he put the key in the ignition.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the heating of a substance to the point of combustion or chemical change): from medieval Latin 
ignitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
ignire

 ‘set on fire’ (see ignite
 ).





ignition point






noun




the lowest temperature at which a combustible substance in air will ignite and continue to burn




•
 
this cools the fuel to below the ignition point.



















ignitron

 
/ˈiɡnəˌträn/





I.
 
noun




a kind of rectifier with a mercury cathode, able to carry large electric currents.











– origin

 1930s: from ignite
 or ignition
 + -tron
 .





ignoble

 
/iɡˈnōbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not honorable in character or purpose




•
 
ignoble feelings of intense jealousy.










2.
 
of humble origin or social status




•
 
ignoble savages.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ignobility

 
/iɡˌnōˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
ignobly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French, or from Latin 
ignobilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
gnobilis

 , older form of 
nobilis

 ‘noble.’





ignominious

 
/ˌiɡnəˈminēəs/





I.
 
adjective




deserving or causing public disgrace or shame




•
 
no other party risked ignominious defeat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ignominiously

 
/ˌiɡnəˈminēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ignominiousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
ignominieux

 , or Latin 
ignominiosus

 , from 
ignominia

 (see ignominy
 ).






ignominy

 
/ˈiɡnəˌminē ˌiɡˈnäminē/





I.
 
noun




public shame or disgrace




•
 
the ignominy of being imprisoned.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
ignominie

 or Latin 
ignominia

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + a variant of 
nomen

 ‘name.’





ignoramus

 
/ˌiɡnəˈrāməs ˌiɡnəˈraməs/





I.
 
noun




an ignorant or stupid person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘we do not know’ (in legal use ‘we take no notice of it’), from 
ignorare

 (see ignore
 ). The modern sense may derive from the name of a character in George Ruggle's 
Ignoramus

 (1615), a satirical comedy exposing lawyers' ignorance.





ignorance

 
/ˈiɡnərəns/





I.
 
noun




lack of knowledge or information




•
 
he acted in 
ignorance of

 basic procedures.














II.
 
phrases





ignorance is bliss

 

‹proverb›







if you do not know about something, you do not worry about it.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ignorantia

 , from 
ignorant-

 ‘not knowing’ (see ignorant
 ).






ignorant

 
/ˈiɡnərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking knowledge or awareness in general; uneducated or unsophisticated




•
 
he was told constantly that he was ignorant and stupid.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — lacking knowledge, information, or awareness about something in particular




•
 
they were 
ignorant of

 astronomy.










3.
 


‹informal›

 discourteous or rude




•
 
this ignorant, pin-brained receptionist.










4.
 


(W. Indian)

 easily angered; quick-tempered




•
 
she could be very ignorant and he had no intention of getting involved in an argument just now.














II.
 
derivatives





ignorantly

 
/ˈiɡnərəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ignorant-

 ‘not knowing,’ from the verb 
ignorare

 (see ignore
 ).






ignoratio elenchi

 
/ˌiɡnəˈrāSHēō iˈleNGkī, -kē/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a logical fallacy that consists in apparently refuting an opponent while actually disproving something not asserted.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘ignorance of the elenchus.’






ignore

 
/iɡˈnôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to take notice of or acknowledge; disregard intentionally




•
 
he ignored her outraged question.










2.
 
fail to consider (something significant)




•
 
direct satellite broadcasting ignores national boundaries.










3.
 


[Law]

 (of a grand jury) reject (an indictment) as groundless.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ignorable






adjective













2.
 
ignorer






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘be ignorant of’): from French 
ignorer

 or Latin 
ignorare

 ‘not know, ignore,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
gno-

 , a base meaning ‘know.’ Current senses date from the early 19th cent.





ignotum per ignotius

 
/iɡˈnōtəm pər iɡˈnōSHəs/





I.
 
noun




the action of offering an explanation that is harder to understand than the thing it is meant to explain.











– origin

 late Latin, literally ‘the unknown through the more unknown.’





Iguaçu

 
/ˌēɡwəˈso͞o/






a river in southern Brazil. It rises in the Serra do Mar in southeastern Brazil and flows west for 800 miles (1,300 km) to the Paraná River, which it joins just below Iguaçu Falls, a spectacular series of waterfalls. Spanish name 
Iguazú

 .










iguana

 
/əˈɡwänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, arboreal, tropical American lizard with a spiny crest along the back and greenish coloration, occasionally kept as a pet.

[Genus 
Iguana

 , family 
Iguanidae

 : two species, in particular the common 
green iguana

 (
I. iguana

 ).]




2.
 
any iguanid lizard.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish, from Arawak 
iwana

 .





iguanid

 
/iˈɡwänid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a lizard of the iguana family (
Iguanidae

 ). Iguanids are found mainly in the New World but also occur in Madagascar and on some Pacific islands.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Iguanidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Iguana

 (see iguana
 ).





iguanodon

 
/əˈɡwänəˌdän/





I.
 
noun




a large, partly bipedal, herbivorous dinosaur of the early to mid Cretaceous period, with a broad, stiff tail and the thumb developed into a spike.

[Genus 
Iguanodon

 , infraorder 
Ornithopoda

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





iguanodont

 
/-ˌdänt /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from iguana
 + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’ (because its teeth resemble those of the iguana).





IGY






abbreviation




International Geophysical Year.













i.h.p.






abbreviation




indicated horsepower.













IHS





I.
 
abbreviation




Jesus.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin, representing Greek 
ΙΗΣ

 as an abbreviation of 
Iēsous

 ‘Jesus’ used in manuscripts and also as a symbolic or ornamental monogram, but later often taken as an abbreviation of various Latin phrases, notably 
Iesus Hominum Salvator

 ‘Jesus Savior of Men,’ 
In Hoc Signo (vinces

 ) ‘in this sign (thou shalt conquer),’ and 
In Hac Salus

 ‘in this (cross) is salvation.’





iiwi

 
/ēˈēˌwē/





I.
 
noun




a Hawaiian honeycreeper with a long, down-curved bill and mainly bright red plumage.

[
Vestiaria coccinea

 , family 
Drepanididae

 (or 
Fringillidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hawaiian.





IJssel

 
/ˈīsəl/






a river in the Netherlands. In part, it is a distributary of the Rhine River, which it leaves at Arnhem to join the Oude IJssel (“Old IJssel”) a few miles downstream and then flows north for 72 miles (115 km) through the eastern Netherlands to the IJsselmeer.









IJsselmeer

 
/ˈīsəlˌmer/






a shallow lake in the northwestern Netherlands that was created in 1932 when a dam was built across the entrance to the old Zuider Zee. Large areas have since been reclaimed as polders.









ikat

 
/ˈēkät/





I.
 
noun




fabric made using an Indonesian decorative technique in which warp or weft threads, or both, are tie-dyed before weaving.











– origin

 1930s: Malay, literally ‘fasten, tie.’





ikebana

 
/ˌikəˈbänə/





I.
 
noun




the art of Japanese flower arrangement, with formal display according to strict rules.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Japanese, literally ‘living flowers,’ from 
ikeru

 ‘keep alive’ + 
hana

 ‘flower.’





Ikhnaton

 
/ˌikˈnät(ə)n/






variant form of Akhenaten
 .









Iksan

 
/ˈēkˌsän/






a commercial city in southwestern South Korea; pop. 312,800 (est. 2008).









IL






abbreviation




Illinois (in official postal use).














il-






prefix



1.
 
variant spelling of in-
 1
 , in-
 2
 .




2.
 
assimilated before 
l

 (as in 
illustrate

 , 
illogical

 ).














-il





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives and nouns such as 
civil

 and 
fossil

 .











– origin

 from Old French, from Latin 
-ilis

 .





ILA






abbreviation



1.
 
International Law Association.




2.
 
International Longshoremen's Association.














-ile





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and nouns such as 
agile

 and 
juvenile

 .




2.
 


[Statistics]

 forming nouns denoting a value of a variate that divides a population into the indicated number of equal-sized groups, or one of the groups itself




•
 
decile




•
 
percentile.

















– origin

 variant of -il
 especially in adoptions from French.





ilea

 
/ˈilēə/






plural form of ileum
 .









Île-de-France

 
/ˌildəˈfräns/






a region of north central France, incorporating the city of Paris.









ileitis

 
/ˌilēˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the ileum.














ileostomy

 
/ˌilēˈästəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surgical operation in which a piece of the ileum is diverted to an artificial opening in the abdominal wall.




2.
 
an opening so formed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ileum
 + Greek 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’






Iles du Vent

 
/ˌēl do͞o ˈvän/






French name for Windward Islands
 (
sense

 2).









Ilesha

 
/ēˈlāSHə/






a city in southwestern Nigeria; pop. 192,700 (est. 2005).










ileum

 
/ˈilēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the third portion of the small intestine, between the jejunum and the cecum.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ileac

 
/-ˌak /






adjective













2.
 
ileal

 
/ˈilēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, variant of ilium
 .





ileus

 
/ˈilēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a painful obstruction of the ileum or other part of the intestine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
eileos

 , 
ilios

 ‘colic,’ apparently from 
eilein

 ‘to roll.’






ilex

 
/ˈīˌleks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for holm oak
 .




2.
 
a tree or shrub of a genus that includes holly and its relatives.

[Genus 
Ilex

 , family 
Aquifoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘holm oak.’





ILGWU






abbreviation




International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union.













ilia

 
/ˈilēə/






plural form of ilium
 .









iliac

 
/ˈilēˌak/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ilium or the nearby regions of the lower body




•
 
the iliac artery.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
iliacus

 , from 
ilia

 ‘entrails.’





iliacus

 
/iˈlīəkəs /

 
iliacus muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a triangular muscle that passes from the pelvis through the groin on either side and, together with the psoas, flexes the hip.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin.





Iliad

 
/ˈilēəd ˈilēˌad/






a Greek hexameter epic poem in twenty-four books, traditionally ascribed to Homer, telling how Achilles killed Hector at the climax of the Trojan War.










ilium

 
/ˈilēəm/





I.
 
noun




the large broad bone forming the upper part of each half of the pelvis.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the Greek form 
ilion

 , and denoting the ileum): from Latin, singular of 
ilia

 ‘flanks, entrails.’ Current senses date from the late 16th cent.






Ilium

 
/ˈilēəm/






alternative name for Troy
 , esp. the 7th-century 
BC

 Greek city.









ilk

 
/ilk/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a type of people or things similar to those already referred to




•
 
the veiled suggestions that reporters 
of his ilk

 seem to be so good at




•
 
there was music by Parry and Elgar and others of that ilk.










2.
 
(
of that ilk

 )
 — 

(Scottish)

 
‹chiefly archaic›

 of the place or estate of the same name




•
 
Sir Iain Moncreiffe 
of that Ilk

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
ilca

 ‘same,’ of Germanic origin; related to alike
 . / 
usage:

 In modern usage, 
ilk

 is used in phrases such as 
of his ilk

 and 
of that ilk

 to mean ‘type’ or ‘sort.’ This sense arose out of a misunderstanding of the earlier, Scottish use in the phrase 
of that ilk

 , where it means ‘of the same name or place.’ For this reason, some traditionalists regard the modern use as incorrect. It is, however, the only common current use and is now part of standard English.






ill

 
/il/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in full health; sick




•
 
her daughter is seriously ill




•
 [with 
submodifier

 ]
 
a terminally ill patient.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — poor in quality




•
 
ill judgment dogs the unsuccessful.










3.
 
harmful




•
 
she had a cup of the same wine and suffered no ill effects.










4.
 
hostile




•
 
it did give rise to a lot of ill feelings.










5.
 
(especially of fortune) not favorable




•
 
no one less deserved such ill fortune than McStay.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — badly, wrongly, or imperfectly




•
 
some of his premises seem ill-chosen




•
 
it ill becomes one so beautiful to be gloomy.










2.
 
unfavorably or unpropitiously




•
 
something which boded ill for unwary golfers.










3.
 
only with difficulty; hardly




•
 
she could ill afford the cost of new curtains.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the ill

 )
 — people who are ill




•
 
a day center for the mentally ill.










2.
 
(usu. 
ills

 )
 — a problem or misfortune




•
 
a lengthy work on the ills of society.










3.
 
evil; harm




•
 
how could I wish him ill?














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
ill at ease







/ˌil əd ˈēz /

 — uncomfortable or embarrassed.









2.
 
speak (or think) ill of






say (or think) something critical about.















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘wicked,’ ‘malevolent,’ ‘harmful,’ and ‘difficult’): from Old Norse 
illr

 ‘evil, difficult,’ of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 On the punctuation of 
ill

 in compound adjectives, see usage at well
 1
 , as the same rules apply.





Ill.






abbreviation




Illinois.













I'll

 
/īl/






contraction




I shall; I will




•
 
I'll arrange it.



















ill-advised

 
/ˈˌil ədˈvīzd/





I.
 
adjective




unwise or imprudent




•
 
you would be ill-advised to go on your own.














II.
 
derivatives





ill-advisedly






adverb





















ill-affected

 
/ˌiləˈfektəd/






adjective






‹archaic›

 not inclined to be friendly or sympathetic.













ill-assorted

 
/ˈˌil əˈsôrdəd/






adjective




not well matched




•
 
ill-assorted furniture.




















illation

 
/əˈlāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of inferring or drawing a conclusion.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an inference.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
illatio(n-)

 , from 
illat-

 ‘brought in,’ from the verb 
inferre

 (see infer
 ).





illative

 
/ˈilədiv əˈlādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of or stating an inference.




2.
 
proceeding by inference.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to or denoting a case of nouns in some languages used to express motion into something.








II.
 
noun




the illative case, or a word in this case.








III.
 
derivatives





illatively






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
illativus

 , from 
illat-

 ‘brought in’ (see illation
 ).





Illawarra

 
/ˌiləˈwärə, -ˈwôrə/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
Illawarra shorthorn

 )


1.
 
an animal of an Australian breed of red or roan dairy cattle.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of a coastal district south of Sydney, where the breed was developed.





ill-behaved






adjective




behaving badly




•
 
the most ill-behaved lot of kids and pets you've ever seen.



















ill-bred

 
/ˈil ˈˌbred/





I.
 
adjective




badly brought up or rude.








II.
 
derivatives





ill breeding






noun





















ill-chosen






adjective




poorly considered




•
 
I apologize for my ill-chosen words




•
 
the ill-chosen music is overloud and irritating.



















ill-conceived

 
/ˈil kənˈˌsēvd/






adjective




not carefully planned or considered




•
 
ill-conceived schemes.



















ill-considered

 
/ˈil kənˈˌsidərd/






adjective




badly thought out




•
 
an ill-considered remark.



















ill-defined

 
//






adjective




not having a clear description or limits; vague




•
 
ill-defined concepts.



















ill-disposed

 
/ˈil dəˈˌspōzd/






adjective




unfriendly or unsympathetic




•
 
this fact was ignored by ill-disposed critics.



















ill-educated






adjective




having or showing a poor level of education




•
 
the ill-educated rural poor




•
 
illiterate, ill-educated rants.



















illegal

 
/i(l)ˈlēɡəl/





I.
 
adjective




contrary to or forbidden by law, especially criminal law




•
 
illegal drugs.














II.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person present in a country without official authorization.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
illégal

 or medieval Latin 
illegalis

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
legalis

 ‘according to the law.’





illegal alien






noun






(chiefly US)

 a foreign national who is living without authorization in a country of which they are not a citizen.













illegality

 
/ˈˌi(l)ləˈɡalədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being contrary to or forbidden by law, especially criminal law




•
 
proceedings will be required to establish the illegality of the act.










2.
 
an illegal act or practice




•
 
you don't want to be suspected of any illegalities.



















illegally

 
/i(l)ˈlēɡ(ə)lē əˈlēɡ(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that is contrary to or forbidden by law




•
 
she had been fined for parking illegally




•
 
illegally obtained papers.



















illegible

 
/i(l)ˈlejəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not clear enough to be read




•
 
his handwriting is totally illegible.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illegibility

 
/ˌi(l)ˌlejəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
illegibly

 
/i(l)ˈlejəblē əˈlejəblē /






adverb





















illegitimacy

 
/ˈˌi(l)ləˈjidəməsē/






noun



1.
 
the state of not being in accordance with accepted standards or rules; lack of authorization by the law




•
 
she talks with anger about the illegitimacy of the election.










2.
 
the state of being born to parents not lawfully married to each other




•
 
the citizens refuse to believe Buckingham's stories about the princes' illegitimacy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the illegitimacy rate.



















illegitimate

 
/ˌiləˈjidəmət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not authorized by the law; not in accordance with accepted standards or rules




•
 
an illegitimate exercise of power by the military.










2.
 
(of a child) born of parents not lawfully married to each other.








II.
 
noun




a person who is illegitimate by birth.








III.
 
derivatives





illegitimately

 
/ˌi(l)ləˈjidəmətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
illegitimus

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
legitimus

 ‘lawful’), suggested by legitimate
 .





ill-fated

 
/ˈil ˈˌfādid/






adjective




destined to fail or have bad luck




•
 
an ill-fated expedition.



















ill-favored

 
/ˌilˈfāvərd /

 


‹Brit.›

 ill-favoured






adjective




unattractive or offensive




•
 
he was by anyone's reckoning ill-favored and homely.



















ill feeling






noun




animosity or resentment.




•
 
the reckless grants of land to favorites aroused some ill feeling.



















ill-fitting

 
//






adjective




(of a garment) of the wrong size or shape for the person wearing it




•
 
an ill-fitting suit.



















ill-founded

 
/ˈil ˈˌfoundəd/






adjective




(especially of an idea or belief) not based on fact or reliable evidence




•
 
ill-founded criticism




•
 
her fear may be ill-founded.



















ill-gotten

 
/ˈil ˈˌɡätn/






adjective




acquired by illegal or unfair means




•
 
the Mafiosi launder their 
ill-gotten gains

 .



















ill humor






noun




irritability or bad temper.













ill-humored

 
/ˈilˈˌ(h)yo͞omərd/






adjective




bad-tempered; irritable




•
 
a querulous and ill-humored little man.



















illiberal

 
/i(l)ˈlib(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
opposed to liberal principles; restricting freedom of thought or behavior




•
 
illiberal and anti-democratic policies.










2.
 


‹rare›

 uncultured or unrefined.




3.
 


‹rare›

 not generous; mean.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illiberalism






noun













2.
 
illiberality

 
/ˌi(l)ˌlibəˈralədē /






noun













3.
 
illiberally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘vulgar, ill-bred’): from French 
illibéral

 , from Latin 
illiberalis

 ‘mean, sordid,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
liberalis

 (see liberal
 ).





Illich, Ivan

 
/ˈiliCH/






(1926–2002), US educator and writer; born in Austria. He advocated the deinstitutionalization of education, religion, and medicine. Notable works: 
Deschooling Society

 (1971) and 
Limits to Medicine

 (1975).









illicit

 
/i(l)ˈlisit/





I.
 
adjective




forbidden by law, rules, or custom




•
 
illicit drugs




•
 
illicit sex.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illicitly

 
/i(l)ˈlisitlē /






adverb













2.
 
illicitness






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
illicitus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
licitus

 (see licit
 ).





illimitable

 
/ˌi(l)ˈlimədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




without limits or an end




•
 
the illimitable human capacity for evil.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illimitability

 
/-ˌlimitəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
illimitably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















Illinoian

 
/ˌiləˈnoiən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a Pleistocene glaciation in North America, preceding the Wisconsin and approximating to the Saale of northern Europe.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Illinoian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Illinoian glaciation or the system of deposits laid down during it.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Illinois
 + -an
 .






Illinois

 
/ˌiləˈnoi ˌiləˈnoiz/






a state in the eastern central US; pop. 12,901,563 (est. 2008); capital, Springfield; statehood, Dec. 3, 1818 (21). Colonized by the French in the 1600s and ceded to Britain in 1763, it was acquired by the US in 1783.









Illinoisan

 
/ˌiləˈnoiən ˌiləˈnoiz(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Illinois or its inhabitants




•
 
an Illinoisan former president.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Illinois




•
 
the Illinoisan who ran the campaign.



















Illinois River






a river that flows southwest for 273 miles (440 km) through Illinois to the Mississippi River.









illiquid

 
/ˌi(l)ˈlikwəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of assets) not easily converted into cash




•
 
illiquid assets.










2.
 
(of a market) with few participants and a low volume of activity.








II.
 
derivatives





illiquidity

 
/i(l)ˌləˈkwidədē /






noun





















illite

 
/ˈilīt/





I.
 
noun




a clay mineral of the muscovite mica group, with a lattice structure that does not expand on absorption of water.











– origin

 1930s: from Illinois
 + -ite
 1
 .





illiteracy

 
/i(l)ˈlidərəsē/






noun



1.
 
the inability to read or write




•
 
the ineffective educational system meant that illiteracy was widespread.










2.
 
lack of knowledge in a particular subject; ignorance




•
 
his economic illiteracy.



















illiterate

 
/i(l)ˈlidərət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to read or write




•
 
his parents were illiterate.










2.
 
[with 
submodifier

 ]
 — ignorant in a particular subject or activity




•
 
the extent to which voters are politically illiterate.










3.
 
uncultured or poorly educated




•
 
the ignorant, illiterate town council.










4.
 
(especially of a piece of writing) showing a lack of education, especially an inability to read or write well.








II.
 
noun




a person who is unable to read or write.








III.
 
phrases





functionally illiterate






lacking the literacy necessary for coping with most jobs and many everyday situations.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illiterately






adverb













2.
 
illiterateness

 
/i(l)ˈlid(ə)rətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
illitteratus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
litteratus

 (see literate
 ).





illiterati

 
/ilidəˈrädē/





I.
 
plural noun




people who are not well educated or well informed about a particular subject or sphere of activity




•
 
a discussion that made few concessions to the scientific illiterati.




•
 
a member of the computer illiterati.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
illitterati

 , plural of 
illiteratus

 .





ill-judged

 
/ˈil ˈˌjəjd/






adjective




lacking careful consideration; unwise




•
 
an ill-judged decision.



















ill-lit






adjective




having dim or inadequate lighting




•
 
a gloomy, ill-lit hallway.



















ill-mannered

 
//






adjective




having bad manners; not behaving well in social situations




•
 
ill-mannered and unruly children.



















ill-matched






adjective




(of two or more people or items) not well suited to or appropriate for each other




•
 
an ill-matched couple.



















ill nature






noun




the quality of being bad-tempered or mean-spirited.













ill-natured

 
/ˈil ˈˌnāCHərd/





I.
 
adjective




bad-tempered or mean-spirited.








II.
 
derivatives





ill-naturedly

 
/ˈil ˈˌnāCHərdlē /






adverb





















illness

 
/ˈilnəs/






noun




a disease or period of sickness affecting the body or mind




•
 
he died after a long illness




•
 
I've never missed a day's work through illness.




















illocution

 
/ˌiləˈkyo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 
[Linguistics]

 an act of speaking or writing which in itself effects or constitutes the intended action, e.g. ordering, warning, or promising.

Compare with perlocution
 .








II.
 
derivatives





illocutionary

 
/ˌiləˈkyo͞oSH(ə)nerē /






adjective





















illogic

 
/ˌiˈläjik/






noun




reasoning or thought that is not logical.













illogical

 
/i(l)ˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




lacking sense or clear, sound reasoning




•
 
an illogical fear of the supernatural.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illogicality

 
/i(l)ˌläjəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
illogically

 
/i(l)ˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb





















ill-omened

 
/ˈil ˈˌōmənd/






adjective




attended by bad omens




•
 
ill-omened birds of prey.



















ill-prepared

 
//






adjective




not ready or prepared for something




•
 
his light clothing left him 
ill-prepared for

 the rain.



















ill-proportioned






adjective




badly or wrongly proportioned




•
 
an ill-proportioned and meager space.



















ill repute






noun




the state of being held in low esteem by the public; disrepute




•
 
women of ill repute.



















ill-starred

 
/ˈil ˈˌstärd/






adjective




destined to fail or have many difficulties; unlucky




•
 
an ill-starred expedition.



















ill-suited






adjective




unsuitable or inappropriate




•
 
the soil is 
ill-suited to

 wheat farming.



















ill temper

 
/ˈˌil ˈtempər/






noun




irritability; anger.













ill-tempered





I.
 
adjective




irritable or grumpy.








II.
 
derivatives





ill-temperedly






adverb





















ill-timed

 
//






adjective




done or occurring at an inappropriate time




•
 
an extremely ill-timed announcement.



















ill-treat

 
/ˈil ˈˌtrēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act cruelly toward (a person or animal).













ill treatment






noun




cruel or inhumane treatment




•
 
he died from medical neglect and ill treatment.



















illude

 
/iˈlo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 trick; delude




•
 
he had allowed his imagination to illude him.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
illudere

 ‘to mock.’






illume

 
/iˈlo͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 light up; illuminate




•
 
sparks from candles illume our faces.

















– origin

 late Middle English: abbreviation of illumine
 .






illuminance

 
/iˈlo͞omənəns/






noun






[Physics]

 the amount of luminous flux per unit area.













illuminant

 
/iˈlo͞omənənt/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a means of lighting or source of light




•
 
until 1880, oil was the only illuminant in use.














II.
 
adjective




giving off light.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
illuminant-

 ‘illuminating,’ from the verb 
illuminare

 (see illuminate
 ).






illuminate

 
/iˈlo͞oməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — light up




•
 
a flash of lightning illuminated the house




•
 


‹figurative›

 his face was illuminated by a smile.










2.
 
decorate (a building or structure) with lights for a special occasion.




3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
illuminated

 )
 — decorate (a page or initial letter in a manuscript) with gold, silver, or colored designs.




4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
illuminating

 )
 — help to clarify or explain (a subject or matter)




•
 
a most illuminating discussion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illuminatingly






adverb













2.
 
illuminative

 
/iˈlo͞oməˌnādiv /






adjective













3.
 
illuminator

 
/iˈlo͞oməˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
illuminat-

 ‘illuminated,’ from the verb 
illuminare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
lumen

 , 
lumin-

 ‘light.’





illuminati

 
/iˌlo͞oməˈnädē/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
people claiming to possess special enlightenment or knowledge of something




•
 
some mysterious standard known only to the illuminati of the organization.










2.
 
(
Illuminati

 )
 — a sect of 16th-century Spanish heretics who claimed special religious enlightenment.




3.
 
(
Illuminati

 )
 — a Bavarian secret society founded in 1776, organized like the Freemasons.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illuminism

 
/iˈlo͞oməˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
illuminist

 
/iˈlo͞omənəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: plural of Italian 
illuminato

 or Latin 
illuminatus

 ‘enlightened,’ past participle of 
illuminare

 (see illuminate
 ).





illumination

 
/iˌlo͞oməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lighting or light




•
 
higher levels of illumination are needed for reading.










2.
 
(often 
illuminations

 )
 — a display of lights on a building or other structure.




3.
 


[Physics]

 another term for illuminance
 .




4.
 
the art of illuminating a manuscript.




5.
 
an illuminated design in a manuscript.




6.
 
clarification




•
 
these books form the most sustained analysis and illumination of the subject.










7.
 
spiritual or intellectual enlightenment.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
illuminatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
illuminare

 (see illuminate
 ).






illumine

 
/iˈlo͞omən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 light up; brighten




•
 
the lamplight illumined her pale features.










2.
 


‹literary›

 enlighten (someone) spiritually or intellectually




•
 
he assures himself that he is illumined and not deluded.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
illuminer

 , from Latin 
illuminare

 (see illuminate
 ).





illus.






abbreviation




illustrated or illustration.













ill usage






noun




bad or cruel treatment




•
 
he bore his ill usage with a tranquil dignity.



















ill-use

 
/ˌilˈyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ill-treat (someone).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌilˈyo͞os /



1.
 
ill-treatment.














illusion

 
/iˈlo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is or is likely to be wrongly perceived or interpreted by the senses




•
 
the illusion makes parallel lines seem to diverge by placing them on a zigzag-striped background.










2.
 
a deceptive appearance or impression




•
 
the illusion of family togetherness




•
 
the tension between illusion and reality.










3.
 
a false idea or belief




•
 
he had no illusions about the trouble she was in.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be under the illusion that






believe mistakenly that




•
 
the world is under the illusion that the original painting still hangs in the Winter Palace.















2.
 
be under no illusion (or illusions)






be fully aware of the true state of affairs.












III.
 
derivatives





illusional

 
/-ZHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘deceiving, deception’): via Old French from Latin 
illusio(n-)

 , from 
illudere

 ‘to mock,’ from 
in-

 ‘against’ + 
ludere

 ‘play.’





illusionism

 
/iˈlo͞oZHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principle or technique by which artistic representations are made to resemble real objects or to give an appearance of space by the use of perspective.








II.
 
derivatives





illusionistic

 
/iˌlo͞oZHəˈnistik /






adjective





















illusionist

 
/iˈlo͞oZHənəst/






noun




a person who performs tricks that deceive the eye; a magician.













illusive

 
/iˈlo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 deceptive; illusory




•
 
that illusive haven.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
illusivus

 , from Latin 
illus-

 ‘mocked,’ from the verb 
illudere

 (see illusion
 ).





illusory

 
/iˈlo͞osərē iˈlo͞ozərē/





I.
 
adjective




based on illusion; not real




•
 
she knew the safety of her room was illusory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illusorily

 
/-rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
illusoriness

 
/iˈlo͞os(ə)rēnəs iˈlo͞oz(ə)rēnəs /






noun






















illustrate

 
/ˈiləˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a book, newspaper, etc.) with pictures




•
 
the guide is illustrated with full-color photographs.










2.
 
explain or make (something) clear by using examples, charts, pictures, etc.




•
 
the results are illustrated in Figure 7.










3.
 
serve as an example of




•
 
a collection of pieces that illustrate Bach's techniques.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘illuminate, shed light on’): from Latin 
illustrat-

 ‘lit up,’ from the verb 
illustrare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
lustrare

 ‘illuminate.’





illustrated

 
/ˈiləˌstrādəd/






adjective




(of a book, newspaper, etc.) containing pictures or other graphical material




•
 
an illustrated collection of poems.



















illustration

 
/ˌiləˈstrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a picture illustrating a book, newspaper, etc.




•
 
an illustration of a yacht.










2.
 
an example serving to clarify or prove something




•
 
this accident is a graphic illustration of the disaster that's waiting to happen.










3.
 
the action or fact of illustrating something, either pictorially or by exemplification




•
 
by way of illustration, I refer to the following case.














II.
 
derivatives





illustrational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘illumination; spiritual or intellectual enlightenment’): via Old French from Latin 
illustratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
illustrare

 (see illustrate
 ).





illustrative

 
/iˈləstrədiv ˈiləˌstrādiv/





I.
 
adjective




serving as an example or explanation




•
 
this timetable is provided for illustrative purposes only.














II.
 
derivatives





illustratively






adverb





















illustrator

 
/ˈiləˌstrādər/






noun




a person who draws or creates pictures for magazines, books, advertising, etc.













illustrious

 
/iˈləstrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




well known, respected, and admired for past achievements




•
 
his illustrious predecessor




•
 
an illustrious career.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illustriously

 
/iˈləstrēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
illustriousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
illustris

 ‘clear, bright’ + -ous
 .





illuviation

 
/iˌlo͞ovēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 the introduction of salts or colloids into one soil horizon from another by percolating water.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
illuvial

 
/iˈlo͞ovēəl, -vyəl /






adjective













2.
 
illuviated

 
/iˈlo͞ovēˌātid /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from il-
 ‘in’ + 
-luvial

 (on the pattern of 
alluvial

 ) + -ation
 .





ill will

 
/ˈil ˈwil/






noun




animosity or bitterness




•
 
he didn't bear his estranged wife any ill will.



















Illyria

 
/ˌiˈlirēə/






an ancient region along the eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea that included Dalmatia and what is now Montenegro and northern Albania.









Illyrian

 
/ˌiˈlirēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of ancient Illyria.




2.
 
the branch of the Indo-European family of languages possibly represented by modern Albanian.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ancient region of Illyria or its language.













ilmenite

 
/ˈilməˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a black mineral consisting of iron titanium oxide, of which it is the main ore.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the 
Ilmen

 mountains in the Urals + -ite
 1
 .





ILO






abbreviation




International Labor Organization.













Ilocano

 
/ˌēlōˈkänō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting northwestern Luzon in the Philippines.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of the Ilocano.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ilocano or their language.











– origin

 Philippine Spanish, from 
Ilocos

 , the name of two provinces in the Philippines.





Iloilo

 
/ˌēlōˈēlō/






a port on the southern coast of Panay in the Philippines; pop. 418,700 (est. 2007).









Ilorin

 
/iˈlôrin/






a city in western Nigeria; pop. 771,000 (est. 2007).









ILS






abbreviation




instrument landing system, a system in which an aircraft's instruments interact with ground-based electronics to enable the pilot to land the aircraft safely in poor visibility.













ilvaite

 
/ˈilvəˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of a basic silicate of calcium and iron, typically occurring as black prisms.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
Ilva

 ‘Elba’ (an Italian island in the Mediterranean) + -ite
 1
 .





-ily





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in -
y

 (such as 
happily

 corresponding to 
happy

 ).











– origin

 see -y
 1
 , -ly
 2
 .





IM






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 instant message.




2.
 


[Computing]

 instant messaging.













I'm

 
/īm/






contraction




I am




•
 
I'm a busy woman.



















im-






prefix




variant spelling of in-
 1
 , in-
 2
 assimilated before 
b

 , 
m

 , 
p

 (as in 
imbibe

 , 
immure

 , 
impart

 ).













I'ma

 
/ˈīmə /

 
Ima
 , Imma






contraction






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 I'm going to




•
 
I guess I'ma just wing it.




















image

 
/ˈimij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a representation of the external form of a person or thing in art.




2.
 
a visible impression obtained by a camera, telescope, microscope, or other device, or displayed on a computer or video screen.




3.
 
an optical appearance or counterpart produced by light or other radiation from an object reflected in a mirror or refracted through a lens.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point or set formed by mapping from another point or set.




5.
 


[Computing]

 an exact copy of a computer's hard disk, made for backing up data or setting up new machines.




6.
 
a mental representation or idea




•
 
he had an image of Uncle Walter throwing his crutches away.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that closely resembles another




•
 
he's 
the image of

 his father.










8.
 
a simile or metaphor




•
 
he uses the image of a hole to describe emotional emptiness.










9.
 
the general impression that a person, organization, or product presents to the public




•
 
she strives to project an image of youth.










10.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — semblance or likeness




•
 
we are made 
in the image of

 God.










11.
 
(in biblical use) an idol.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a representation of the external form of




•
 
artworks that imaged women's bodies.










2.
 
make a visual representation of (something) by scanning it with a detector or electromagnetic beam




•
 
every point on the Earth's surface was imaged by the satellite




•
 (as 
noun

 
imaging

 )
 
medical imaging.










3.
 


[Computing]

 make an exact copy of (a computer's hard disk)




•
 
the hard disk drive should be imaged using a specialized bitstream backup product.










4.
 
form a mental picture or idea of




•
 
it is possible for us to image a society in which no one committed crime.














III.
 
derivatives





imageless

 
/ˈimijləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
imago

 ; related to imitate
 .





image consultant





I.
 
noun




a person employed to give advice about ways to improve the public image of an individual, organization, etc.




•
 
she is clearly being coached by image consultants.














II.
 
derivatives





image consultancy






noun






















image intensifier






noun




a device used to make a brighter version of an image on a photoelectric screen.













image macro






noun




(on the Internet) a photographic image on which a humorous caption or catchphrase has been digitally superimposed.













image-maker

 
/ˈimijˌmākər/






noun




a person employed to identify and create a favorable public image for a person, organization, or product.













image processing





I.
 
noun




the analysis and manipulation of a digitized image, especially in order to improve its quality.








II.
 
derivatives





image processor






noun





















imager

 
/ˈimijər/






noun




an electronic or other device that records images of something




•
 
a thermal imager.



















imagery

 
/ˈimij(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
visually descriptive or figurative language, especially in a literary work




•
 
Tennyson uses imagery to create a lyrical emotion.










2.
 
visual images collectively




•
 
the impact of computer-generated imagery on contemporary art.










3.
 
visual symbolism




•
 
the film's religious imagery.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘statuary, carved images collectively’): from Old French 
imagerie

 , from 
imager

 ‘make an image,’ from 
image

 (see image
 ).





imagesetter

 
/ˈimijˌsedər/






noun






[Computing]

 a very high-quality type of color printer used to print glossy magazines, newsletters, or other documents.













imaginable

 
/iˈmaj(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




possible to be thought of or believed




•
 
the most spectacular views imaginable.














II.
 
derivatives





imaginably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
imaginabilis

 , from Latin 
imaginare

 ‘form an image of, represent,’ from 
imago

 , 
imagin-

 ‘image.’





imaginal





I.
 
adjective



1.
 

/iˈmāɡənəl /

 — of or relating to an image




•
 
imaginal education methods.










2.
 

/iˈmāɡənəl /

 — 

[Entomology]

 of or relating to an adult insect or imago.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
imago

 , 
imagin-

 ‘image’ + -al
 .





imaginal disk

 
/iˈmāɡənəl, iˈmä-/






noun






[Entomology]

 a thickening of the epidermis of an insect larva, which, on pupation, develops into a particular organ of the adult insect.














imaginary

 
/iˈmajəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing only in the imagination




•
 
Chris had imaginary conversations with her.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number or quantity) expressed in terms of the square root of a negative number (usually the square root of 1, represented by 
i

 or 
j

 ).

See also complex
 .








II.
 
derivatives





imaginarily

 
/iˌmajəˈne(ə)rəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
imaginarius

 , from 
imago

 , 
imagin-

 ‘image.’ / 
usage:

 
Imaginary

 means ‘product of the imagination, unreal.’ 
Imaginative

 means ‘showing imagination, original.’ Science fiction, for example, deals with 
imaginary

 people, places, and events; how 
imaginative

 it is depends on the writer's ability.





imaginary number






noun






[Mathematics]

 a number that is expressed in terms of the square root of a negative number (usually the square root of −1, represented by 
i

 or 
j

 )




•
 
when imaginary numbers are squared, they yield a negative result.



















imagination

 
/iˌmajəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty or action of forming new ideas, or images or concepts of external objects not present to the senses




•
 
she'd never been blessed with a vivid imagination.










2.
 
the ability of the mind to be creative or resourceful




•
 
technology gives workers the chance to use their imagination.










3.
 
the part of the mind that imagines things




•
 
a girl who existed only in my imagination.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
imaginatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
imaginari

 ‘picture to oneself,’ from 
imago

 , 
imagin-

 ‘image.’





imaginative

 
/iˈmaj(ə)nədiv/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing creativity or inventiveness




•
 
making imaginative use of computer software




•
 
he was imaginative beyond all other architects.














II.
 
derivatives





imaginativeness

 
/iˈmaj(ə)nədivnis /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at imaginary
 .





imaginatively

 
/iˈmaj(ə)nədivlē/






adverb




in a way that shows creativity or inventiveness




•
 
an imaginatively designed apartment




•
 
they need to respond imaginatively to the challenges.




















imagine

 
/iˈmajən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a mental image or concept of




•
 
imagine a road trip from Philadelphia to Chicago




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I couldn't imagine what she expected to tell them.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
imagined

 )
 — believe (something unreal or untrue) to exist or be so




•
 
they suffered from ill health, real or imagined, throughout their lives.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — suppose or assume




•
 
after Ned died, everyone imagined that Mabel would move away.










4.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — just suppose




•
 
imagine! to outwit Heydrich!














II.
 
derivatives





imaginer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
imaginer

 , from Latin 
imaginare

 ‘form an image of, represent’ and 
imaginari

 ‘picture to oneself,’ both from 
imago

 , 
imagin-

 ‘image.’





imagineer

 
/iˌmajəˈnir/





I.
 
noun




a person who devises and implements a new or highly imaginative concept or technology, in particular one who devises the attractions in Walt Disney theme parks.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
imagineering

 )


1.
 
devise and implement (such a concept or technology)




•
 
theme parks are benefiting from a new era of imagineering.

















– origin

 1940s: from imagine
 , on the pattern of 
engineer

 .





imagines

 
/iˈmāɡəˌnēz, iˈmä-/






plural form of imago
 .









imaginings

 
/iˈmajəniNGz/






plural noun




thoughts or fantasies




•
 
this was quite beyond his worst imaginings.



















imagism

 
/ˈiməˌjizəm/





I.
 
noun




a movement in early 20th-century English and American poetry that sought clarity of expression through the use of precise images. The movement derived in part from the aesthetic philosophy of T. E. Hulme and involved Ezra Pound, James Joyce, Amy Lowell, and others.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imagist






noun













2.
 
imagistic

 
/ˌiməˈjistik /






adjective






















imago

 
/iˈmāɡō iˈmäɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 the final and fully developed adult stage of an insect, typically winged.




2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 an unconscious, idealized mental image of someone, especially a parent, that influences a person's behavior.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 1): modern Latin use of Latin 
imago

 ‘image.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 20th cent.





imam

 
/iˈmäm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the person who leads prayers in a mosque.




2.
 
(
Imam

 )
 — a title of various Muslim leaders, especially of one succeeding Muhammad as leader of Shiite Islam




•
 
Imam Khomeini.














II.
 
derivatives





imamate

 
/-ˌmāt /






noun



















– origin

 from Arabic 
῾imām

 ‘leader,’ from 
῾amma

 ‘lead the way.’





IMAP

 
/ˈīmap/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Internet Mail Access Protocol.













Imari

 
/iˈmärē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a type of richly decorated Japanese porcelain




•
 
an Imari vase.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of a port in northwestern Kyushu, Japan, from which it was shipped.





IMAX

 
/ˈīˌmaks/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a technique of widescreen cinematography that produces an image approximately ten times larger than that from standard 35 mm film


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
IMAX theaters.

















– origin

 1960s: from 
i-

 (probably representing a pronunciation of eye
 ) + 
max

 (short for maximum
 ).





imbalance

 
/imˈbaləns/






noun




lack of proportion or relation between corresponding things




•
 
tension is generated by the imbalance of power




•
 
the condition is caused by a hormonal imbalance.



















imbecile

 
/ˈimbəsəl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
stupid; idiotic




•
 
try not to make imbecile remarks.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imbecilic

 
/ˌimbəˈsilik /






adjective













2.
 
imbecility

 
/ˌimbəˈsilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘physically weak’): via French from Latin 
imbecillus

 , literally ‘without a supporting staff,’ from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
baculum

 ‘stick, staff.’ The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





imbibe

 
/imˈbīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 drink (alcohol)




•
 
they were imbibing far too many pitchers of beer




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
having imbibed too freely, he fell over.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 absorb or assimilate (ideas or knowledge)




•
 
she had imbibed the gospel of modernism from Kandinsky.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 
[chiefly Botany]

 (especially of seeds) absorb (water) into ultramicroscopic spaces or pores.




4.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 
[Botany]

 place (seeds) in water in order to absorb it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imbiber






noun













2.
 
imbibition

 
/imˌbīˈbiSH(ə)n /






noun






[chiefly Botany]





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘absorb or cause to absorb moisture’ and ‘take into solution’): from Latin 
imbibere

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
bibere

 ‘to drink.’






imbricate

 
/ˈimbrəˌkāt /

 

‹chiefly Zoology Botany›






I.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
adj.

 
imbricated

 )


1.
 
arrange (scales, sepals, plates, etc.) so that they overlap like roof tiles




•
 
these molds have spherical bodies composed of imbricated triangular plates.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
imbricating

 )
 — overlap




•
 
a coating of imbricating scales.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈēmbrəkət /



1.
 
(of scales, sepals, plates, etc.) having adjacent edges overlapping.

Compare with valvate
 .








III.
 
derivatives





imbrication

 
/ˌimbrəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘shaped like a pantile’): from Latin 
imbricat-

 ‘covered with roof tiles,’ from the verb 
imbricare

 , from 
imbrex

 , 
imbric-

 ‘roof tile’ (from 
imber

 ‘shower of rain’).





imbroglio

 
/imˈbrōlyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extremely confused, complicated, or embarrassing situation




•
 
the Watergate imbroglio.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a confused heap.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, from 
imbrogliare

 ‘confuse’; related to embroil
 .






Imbros

 
/ˈimˌbrôs/






a Turkish island in the Aegean Sea, near the entrance to the Dardanelles.

Turkish name Imroz
 .









imbrue

 
/imˈbro͞o /

 
embrue





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 stain (something, especially one's hands or sword)




•
 
they were unwilling to imbrue their hands in his blood.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
embruer

 ‘bedaub, bedabble,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to broth
 .





imbue

 
/imˈbyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be imbued with

 )


1.
 
inspire or permeate with a feeling or quality




•
 
the entire performance was imbued with sparkle and elan.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘saturate’): from French 
imbu

 ‘moistened,’ from Latin 
imbutus

 , past participle of 
imbuere

 ‘moisten.’





IMD






abbreviation




intermodulation distortion.













IMEI






abbreviation




international mobile equipment identity.













IMF

 
/ˌī ˌem ˈef/






abbreviation




International Monetary Fund.













IMHO






abbreviation




in my humble opinion.













Imhotep

 
/imˈhōˌtep/






(
fl.

 27th century 
BC

 ), Egyptian architect and scholar, who was later deified. It is thought that he designed the step pyramid built at Saqqara for third-dynasty pharaoh 
Djoser

 .










imidazole

 
/ˌiməˈdazōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline compound with mildly basic properties, present as a substituent in the amino acid histidine.

[a heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C3
 H4
 N2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from imide
 + azo-
 + -ole
 .






imide

 
/ˈimīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —CONHCO—, related to ammonia by replacement of two hydrogen atoms by acyl groups.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, arbitrary alteration of amide
 .





imine

 
/iˈmēn, ˈimin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —C=NH or —C=NR where R is an alkyl or other group.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from amine
 , on the pattern of the pair 
amide

 , 
imide

 .





imipramine

 
/iˈmiprəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound used to treat depression.

[A tricyclic amine; chem. formula: C19
 H24
 N2
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from 
imi(ne)

 + 
pr(opyl)

 + amine
 .





imit.






abbreviation




imitation or imitative.














imitate

 
/ˈiməˌtāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
take or follow as a model




•
 
his style was imitated by many other writers.










2.
 
copy (a person's speech or mannerisms), especially for comic effect




•
 
she imitated my Scottish accent.










3.
 
copy or simulate




•
 
synthetic fabrics can now imitate everything from silk to rubber.














II.
 
derivatives





imitable

 
/ˈimədəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
imitat-

 ‘copied,’ from the verb 
imitari

 ; related to 
imago

 ‘image.’





imitation

 
/ˌiməˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing intended to simulate or copy something else


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an imitation diamond.










2.
 
the action of using someone or something as a model




•
 
a child learns to speak by imitation.










3.
 
an act of imitating a person's speech or mannerisms, especially for comic effect




•
 
he attempted an atrocious imitation of my English accent.










4.
 


[Music]

 the repetition of a phrase or melody in another part or voice, usually at a different pitch.








II.
 
phrases





imitation is the sincerest form of flattery








‹proverb›

 copying someone or something is an implicit way of paying them a compliment.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
imitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
imitari

 (see imitate
 ).





imitative

 
/ˈiməˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
copying or following a model or example




•
 
the derring-do of our film heroes inspired us to imitative feats.










2.
 
following a model or example without any attempt at originality




•
 
an ill-conceived and imitative addition to the museum.










3.
 
(of a word) reproducing a natural sound (e.g., 
fizz

 ) or pronounced in a way that is thought to correspond to the appearance or character of the object or action described (e.g., 
blob

 ).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imitatively






adverb













2.
 
imitativeness






noun





















imitator

 
/ˈiməˌtādər/






noun




a person who copies the behavior or actions of another




•
 
the show's success has sparked off many imitators.



















immaculate

 
/iˈmakyələt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person or their clothes) perfectly clean, neat, or tidy




•
 
an immaculate white suit.










2.
 
free from flaws or mistakes; perfect




•
 
an immaculate safety record.










3.
 


[Theology]

 (in the Roman Catholic Church) free from sin.




4.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 uniformly colored without spots or other marks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immaculacy

 
/-ləsē /






noun













2.
 
immaculateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘free from moral stain’): from Latin 
immaculatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
maculatus

 ‘stained’ (from 
macula

 ‘spot’).





Immaculate Conception






noun



1.
 
the doctrine that God preserved the Virgin Mary from the taint of original sin from the moment she was conceived; it was defined as a dogma of the Roman Catholic Church in 1854.




2.
 
the feast commemorating the Immaculate Conception on December 8.













immaculately

 
/iˈmakyələtlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a perfectly clean, neat, or tidy manner




•
 
he always appeared immaculately dressed.










2.
 
without mistakes; flawlessly




•
 
immaculately timed performances.




















immanent

 
/ˈimənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing or operating within; inherent




•
 
the protection of liberties is 
immanent in

 constitutional arrangements.










2.
 
(of God) permanently pervading and sustaining the universe.

Often contrasted with transcendent
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immanence

 
/ˈimənəns /






noun













2.
 
immanency






noun













3.
 
immanentism

 
/-ˌtizəm /






noun













4.
 
immanentist

 
/-tist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
immanent-

 ‘remaining within,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
manere

 ‘remain.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at eminent
 .





immaterial

 
/ˌi(m)məˈtirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unimportant under the circumstances; irrelevant




•
 
so long as the band kept the beat, what they played was immaterial.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 spiritual, rather than physical




•
 
we have immaterial souls.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immateriality

 
/ˌi(m)məˌtirēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
immaterially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
immaterialis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
materialis

 ‘relating to matter.’ / 
usage:

 
Immaterial

 and 
irrelevant

 are familiar in legal, especially courtroom, use. 
Immaterial

 means ‘unimportant because not adding anything to the point.’ 
Irrelevant

 , a much more common word, means ‘beside the point, not speaking to the point.’ Courts have long ceased to demand precise distinctions, and evidence is often objected to as “immaterial, irrelevant, and incompetent (‘offered by a witness who is not qualified to offer it’).”





immaterialism

 
/ˌiməˈtirēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the belief that material things have no objective existence.








II.
 
derivatives





immaterialist

 
/ˌi(m)məˈtirēələst /






noun





















immature

 
/ˌiməˈto͝or ˌiməˈCHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not fully developed




•
 
many of the fish caught are immature




•
 
immature fruit.










2.
 
having or showing emotional or intellectual development appropriate to someone younger




•
 
his immature sense of humor.














II.
 
derivatives





immaturely

 
/ˌiməˈto͝o(ə)rlē ˌiməˈCHo͝o(ə)rlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘premature,’ referring to death): from Latin 
immaturus

 ‘untimely, unripe,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
maturus

 ‘ripe’ (see mature
 ).





immaturity

 
/ˌiməˈCHo͝orədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being immature or not fully grown.




2.
 
behavior that is appropriate to someone younger




•
 
they were shocked by such immaturity in a grown man.



















immeasurable

 
/i(m)ˈmeZH(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too large, extensive, or extreme to measure




•
 
immeasurable suffering.














II.
 
derivatives





immeasurability

 
/i(m)ˌmeZH(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun





















immeasurably

 
/i(m)ˈmeZH(ə)rəblē/






adverb




to an extreme or extensive degree; immensely




•
 
the quality of service has improved immeasurably




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the family was now immeasurably worse off.



















immediacy

 
/iˈmēdēəsē/






noun




the quality of bringing one into direct and instant involvement with something, giving rise to a sense of urgency or excitement




•
 
electronic mail works because it has the immediacy of a scribbled memo.



















immediate

 
/iˈmēdēət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring or done at once; instant




•
 
the authorities took no immediate action




•
 
the book's success was immediate.










2.
 
relating to or existing at the present time




•
 
the immediate concern was how to avoid taxes.










3.
 
nearest in time, relationship, or rank




•
 
a funeral with only the immediate family in attendance.










4.
 
nearest or next to in space




•
 
roads in the immediate vicinity of the port.










5.
 
(of a relation or action) without an intervening medium or agency; direct




•
 
coronary thrombosis was the immediate cause of death.










6.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of knowledge or reaction) gained or shown without reasoning; intuitive.








II.
 
derivatives





immediateness

 
/iˈmēdēətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘nearest in space or order’): from Old French 
immediat

 , or from late Latin 
immediatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
mediatus

 ‘intervening,’ past participle of 
mediare

 (see mediate
 ).





immediate constituent

 
/iˈmēdēət kənˈstiCHo͝oənt/






noun






[Linguistics]

 each of the constituents of a syntactic unit at the next level down in the hierarchy.













immediately

 
/iˈmēdēətlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at once; instantly




•
 
I called immediately for an ambulance.










2.
 
without any intervening time or space




•
 
she was sitting immediately behind me.










3.
 
in direct or very close relation




•
 
they would be the states most immediately affected by any such action.














II.
 
conjunction






(chiefly Brit.)

 as soon as




•
 
let me know immediately she arrives.



















immedicable

 
/iˈmedəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 unable to be healed or treated; incurable.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
immedicabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
medicabilis

 (see medicable
 ).





Immelmann

 
/ˈiməlmən, -ˌmän /

 
Immelmann turn





I.
 
noun




an aerobatic maneuver in which an airplane performs a half loop followed by a half roll, resulting in reversal of direction and increased height.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Max 
Immelmann

 (1890–1916), German fighter pilot.





immemorial

 
/ˌi(m)məˈmôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




originating in the distant past; very old




•
 
an immemorial custom.














II.
 
derivatives





immemorially






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
immemorialis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
memorialis

 ‘relating to the memory.’





immense

 
/iˈmens/





I.
 
adjective




extremely large or great, especially in scale or degree




•
 
the cost of restoration has been immense




•
 
an immense apartment building.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
immensus

 ‘immeasurable,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
mensus

 ‘measured’ (past participle of 
metiri

 ).





immensely

 
/iˈmenslē/






adverb




to a great extent; extremely


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the president was immensely popular.



















immensity

 
/iˈmensədē/






noun




the extremely large size, scale, or extent of something




•
 
I have no illusions about the immensity of this task.




















immerse

 
/iˈmərs/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
dip or submerge in a liquid




•
 


immerse

 the paper 
in

 water for twenty minutes.










2.
 
baptize (someone) by immersion in water.




3.
 
(
immerse oneself

 or 
be immersed

 )
 — involve oneself deeply in a particular activity or interest




•
 
she immersed herself in her work




•
 
she was still immersed in her thoughts.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
immers-

 ‘dipped into,’ from the verb 
immergere

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
mergere

 ‘to dip.’





immersion

 
/iˈmərZHən iˈmərSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of immersing someone or something in a liquid




•
 
his back was still raw from 
immersion in

 the icy Atlantic Ocean.










2.
 
deep mental involvement




•
 
his 
immersion in

 Jewish culture.










3.
 
a method of teaching a foreign language by the exclusive use of that language, usually at a special school.




4.
 
baptism by immersing a person bodily (but not necessarily completely) in water.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 
‹rare›

 the disappearance of a celestial body in the shadow of or behind another.

See also emersion
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
immersio(n-)

 , from 
immergere

 ‘dip into’ (see immerse
 ).





immersion course






noun




an educational course in which the teaching of a foreign language is conducted exclusively in that language




•
 
he recently participated in a one-week Spanish immersion course.



















immersion heater






noun




an electric heating element that is positioned in the liquid to be heated.













immersive

 
/iˈmərsiv/






adjective




(of a computer display or system) generating a three-dimensional image that appears to surround the user.













immigrant

 
/ˈiməɡrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.




2.
 


[Biology]

 an animal or plant living or growing in a region to which it has migrated.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
immigrant-

 ‘immigrating,’ from the verb 
immigrare

 , on the pattern of 
emigrant

 .





immigrate

 
/ˈiməˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 come to live permanently in a foreign country




•
 
the Mennonites immigrated to western Canada in the 1870s.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
immigrat-

 ‘immigrated,’ from the verb 
immigrare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
migrare

 ‘migrate.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at emigrate
 .





immigration

 
/ˌiməˈɡrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country




•
 
patterns of immigration from the Indian sub-continent to Britain.










2.
 
the place at an airport or country's border where government officials check the documents of people entering that country.













imminence

 
/ˈimənəns/






noun




the state or fact of being about to happen




•
 
the populace was largely unaware of the imminence of war.



















imminent

 
/ˈimənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
about to happen




•
 
they were in imminent danger of being swept away.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 overhanging.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
imminent-

 ‘overhanging, impending,’ from the verb 
imminere

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon, toward’ + 
minere

 ‘to project.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at eminent
 .





imminently

 
/ˈimənəntlē/





I.
 
adverb




very soon




•
 
an announcement is expected imminently.

















usage:

 The adverbs 
imminently

 and 
eminently

 are often confused. 
Imminently

 means ‘very soon’ (a general election may be announced imminently), while 
eminently

 means ‘to a notable degree; very’ (the book is topical and informative and eminently readable).





immiscible

 
/i(m)ˈmisəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of liquids) not forming a homogeneous mixture when added together




•
 
water is 
immiscible with

 suntan oil.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immiscibility

 
/i(m)ˌmisəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
immiscibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
immiscibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
miscibilis

 (see miscible
 ).






immiseration

 
/i(m)ˌmizəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun




economic impoverishment.








II.
 
derivatives





immiserate

 
/-ˈmizəˌrāt /






verb



















– origin

 1940s: translating German 
Verelendung

 .





immiserization

 
/i(m)ˌmizərəˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




another term for immiseration
 .








II.
 
derivatives





immiserize

 
/-ˈmizəˌrīz /






verb





















immitigable

 
/i(m)ˈmidəɡəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 unable to be made less severe or serious




•
 
the pain was immitigable.














II.
 
derivatives





immitigably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
immitigabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
mitigabilis

 ‘able to be mitigated.’





immittance

 
/i(m)ˈmitns/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 admittance and impedance (as a combined concept).











– origin

 1950s: blend of impedance
 and admittance
 .





immixture

 
/i(m)ˈmiksCHər/






noun






‹archaic›

 the process of mixing or being involved with something.














immobile

 
/i(m)ˈmōbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not moving; motionless




•
 
she sat immobile for a long time.










2.
 
incapable of moving or being moved




•
 
an immobile workforce.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
immobilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
mobilis

 (see mobile
 ).





immobilism

 
/i(m)ˈmōbəˌlizəm/






noun




deep-seated resistance to political change.













immobility

 
/ˈˌi(m)mōˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of not moving; motionlessness




•
 
the disorder is caused by long periods of immobility.










2.
 
inability to move or be moved




•
 
people with frostbite can experience pain or immobility.



















immobilize

 
/i(m)ˈmōbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent (something or someone) from moving or operating as normal




•
 
I want you to immobilize their vehicle




•
 
fear had immobilized her.










2.
 
restrict the movements of (a limb or patient) to allow healing




•
 
other children in the ward were immobilized in traction.














II.
 
derivatives





immobilization

 
/ˈˌi(m)ˌmōbələˈzāSHən ˈˌi(m)ˌmōbəˌlīˈzāSHən əmōbələˈzāSHən əˌmōbəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
immobiliser

 , from 
immobile

 (see immobile
 ).





immoderate

 
/ˌi(m)ˈmäd(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective




not sensible or restrained; excessive




•
 
immoderate drinking.














II.
 
derivatives





immoderately

 
/i(m)ˈmäd(ə)rətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
immoderatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
moderatus

 ‘reduced, controlled’ (past participle of 
moderare

 ).





immoderation

 
/i(m)ˌmäd(ə)ˈrāSHən/






noun




the quality of being excessive and lacking in restraint; overindulgence




•
 
he paid a high price for his immoderation.



















immodest

 
/i(m)ˈmädəst/





I.
 
adjective




lacking humility or decency




•
 
she thought Western clothes were ugly and immodest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immodestly

 
/i(m)ˈmädəstlē /






adverb













2.
 
immodesty

 
/i(m)ˈmädəstē əˈmädəstē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
immodeste

 or Latin 
immodestus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
modestus

 (see modest
 ).





immolate

 
/ˈiməˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill or offer as a sacrifice, especially by burning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immolation

 
/ˌiməˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
immolator

 
/ˈiməˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
immolation

 ): from Latin 
immolat-

 ‘sprinkled with sacrificial meal,’ from the verb 
immolare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
mola

 ‘meal.’






immoral

 
/i(m)ˈmôrəl/





I.
 
adjective




not conforming to accepted standards of morality




•
 
an immoral and unwinnable war.














II.
 
derivatives





immorally

 
/i(m)ˈmôrəlē /






adverb



















usage:

 
Immoral

 means ‘failing to adhere to moral standards.’ 
Amoral

 is a more neutral, impartial word meaning ‘without, or not concerned with, moral standards.’ An 
immoral

 person commits acts that violate society's moral norms. An 
amoral

 person has no understanding of these norms, or no sense of right and wrong. 
Amoral

 may also mean ‘not concerned with, or outside the scope of morality’ (following the pattern of 
apolitical, asexual

 ). 
Amoral

 , then, may refer to a judicial ruling that is concerned only with narrow legal or financial issues. Whereas 
amoral

 may be simply descriptive, 
immoral

 is judgmental.





immoralism

 
/iˈmôrəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




a system of thought or behavior that does not accept moral principles.








II.
 
derivatives





immoralist






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: suggested by German 
Immoralismus

 .





immorality

 
/ˌiməˈralədē/






noun




the state or quality of being immoral; wickedness




•
 
he believed his father had been punished by God for his immorality.



















immortal

 
/i(m)ˈmôrdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
living forever; never dying or decaying




•
 
our mortal bodies are inhabited by immortal souls.










2.
 
deserving to be remembered forever




•
 
the immortal children's classic, “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.”














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an immortal being, especially a god of ancient Greece or Rome.




2.
 
a person of enduring fame




•
 
he will always be one of the immortals of hockey.










3.
 
(
Immortals

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the royal bodyguard of ancient Persia.




4.
 
(
Immortal

 )
 — a member of the French Academy.








III.
 
derivatives





immortally

 
/i(m)ˈmôrd(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
immortalis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
mortalis

 (see mortal
 ).





immortality

 
/ˌi(m)ˌmôrˈtalədē/






noun




the ability to live forever; eternal life




•
 
eating the fruit gave the gods immortality.



















immortalize

 
/i(m)ˈmôrdlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be immortalized in

 )


1.
 
confer enduring fame upon




•
 
he will be forever immortalized in the history books.














II.
 
derivatives





immortalization

 
/i(m)ˌmôrdlˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















immortelle

 
/ˌimôrˈtel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for everlasting
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




2.
 


(W. Indian)

 a Caribbean tree of the pea family, with a spiny trunk and clusters of red, orange, or pinkish flowers.

[Genus 
Erythrina

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : two species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘everlasting.’





immotile

 
/i(m)ˈmōdl/






adjective






[Biology]

 not motile.













immovable

 
/i(m)ˈmo͞ovəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be moved




•
 
lock your bike to something immovable like a lamp post.










2.
 
(of a person) not yielding to argument or pressure.




3.
 
(especially of a principle) fixed or unchangeable




•
 
an immovable article of faith.










4.
 


[Law]

 (of property) consisting of land, buildings, or other permanent items.








II.
 
noun

 — (
immovables

 )


1.
 


[Law]

 immovable property.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immovability

 
/i(m)ˌmo͞ovəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
immovably

 
/i(m)ˈmo͞ovəblē /






adverb





















immun.






abbreviation




immunity or immunization.














immune

 
/iˈmyo͞on/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resistant to a particular infection or toxin owing to the presence of specific antibodies or sensitized white blood cells




•
 
they were naturally 
immune to

 hepatitis B.










2.
 
protected or exempt, especially from an obligation or the effects of something




•
 
they are 
immune from

 legal action.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — not affected or influenced by something




•
 
no one is 
immune to

 his immense charm.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 of or relating to immunity




•
 
the body's immune system.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘free from (a liability)’): from Latin 
immunis

 ‘exempt from public service or charge,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
munis

 ‘ready for service.’ Senses relating to physiological resistance date from the late 19th cent.





immune deficiency






noun




another term for immunodeficiency
 .













immune response






noun




the reaction of the cells and fluids of the body to the presence of a substance that is not recognized as a constituent of the body itself.














immunity

 
/iˈmyo͞onədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability of an organism to resist a particular infection or toxin by the action of specific antibodies or sensitized white blood cells




•
 


immunity to

 typhoid seems to have increased spontaneously.










2.
 
protection or exemption from something, especially an obligation or penalty




•
 
the rebels were given 
immunity from

 prosecution.










3.
 


[Law]

 officially granted exemption from legal proceedings.




4.
 
(
immunity to

 )
 — lack of susceptibility, especially to something unwelcome or harmful




•
 
products must have an adequate level of immunity to interference




•
 
exercises designed to build an immunity to fatigue.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘exemption (from a liability)’): from Latin 
immunitas

 , from 
immunis

 (see immune
 ).





immunization

 
/ˌimyənəˈzāSHən ˌimyənīˈzāSHən/






noun




the action of making a person or animal immune to infection, typically by inoculation




•
 
we recommend influenza immunization for all employees




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a polio immunization campaign




•
 
make sure your immunizations against the disease are updated.



















immunize

 
/ˈimyəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person or animal) immune to infection, typically by inoculation




•
 
the vaccine is used to 
immunize

 children 
against

 measles.














II.
 
derivatives





immunizer






noun





















immuno-






combining form






[Medicine]

 representing immune
 , immunity
 , or immunology
 .













immunoassay

 
/ˌimyənōˈasā, iˌmyo͞o-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a procedure for detecting or measuring specific proteins or other substances through their properties as antigens or antibodies




•
 
these general principles can be applied to all immunoassays




•
 
the uses of immunoassay in industry.



















immunoblotting

 
/ˌimyo͝onōˈblädiNG/






noun




a technique for analyzing or identifying proteins in a mixture, involving separation by electrophoresis followed by staining with antibodies.













immunochemistry

 
/ˌimyənōˈkemistrē, iˌmyo͞o-/






noun




the branch of biochemistry concerned with immune responses and systems.













immunocompetent

 
/ˌimyənōˈkämpitənt, iˌmyo͞o-/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 having a normal immune response.








II.
 
derivatives





immunocompetence






noun





















immunocompromised

 
/ˌimyənōˈkämprəmīzd/






adjective






[Medicine]

 having an impaired immune system.













immunocytochemistry

 
/ˌimyənōˌsītōˈkemistrē, iˌmyo͞o-/





I.
 
noun




the range of microscopic techniques used in the study of the immune system.








II.
 
derivatives





immunocytochemical

 
/-ˈkeməkəl /






adjective






















immunodeficiency

 
/ˌimyənōdəˈfiSHənsē iˌmyo͞onōdəˈfiSHənsē/






noun




failure of the immune system to protect the body adequately from infection, due to the absence or insufficiency of some component process or substance.













immunodiffusion

 
/ˌimyənōdiˈfyo͞oZHən, iˌmyo͞o-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a technique for detecting or measuring antibodies and antigens by their precipitation when diffused together through a gel or other medium.













immunoelectrophoresis

 
/ˌimyənō-iˌlektrōfəˈrēsis, iˈmyo͞o-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a technique for the identification of proteins in serum or other fluid by electrophoresis and subsequent immunodiffusion.













immunofluorescence

 
/ˌimyo͝onōˌflo͝oəˈresns ˌimyo͝onōˌflôˈresns/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a technique for determining the location of an antigen (or antibody) in tissues by reaction with an antibody (or antigen) labeled with a fluorescent dye.








II.
 
derivatives





immunofluorescent






adjective





















immunogenic

 
/ˌimyənōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting substances able to produce an immune response.








II.
 
derivatives





immunogenicity

 
/-jəˈnisitē /






noun





















immunoglobulin

 
/ˌimyənōˈɡläbyələn iˌmyo͞onōˈɡläbyələn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of proteins present in the serum and cells of the immune system, that function as antibodies.














immunology

 
/ˌimyəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine and biology concerned with immunity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immunologic

 
/ˌimyənəˈläjik, iˌmyo͞o- /






adjective













2.
 
immunological

 
/ˈˌimyənəˈläjəkəl /






adjective













3.
 
immunologically

 
/ˌimyənəˈläjik(ə)lē, iˌmyo͞o- /






adverb













4.
 
immunologist

 
/ˌimyəˈnäləjəst /






noun





















immunosorbent

 
/ˌimyənōˈsôrbənt, -ˈzôr-, iˌmyo͞o-/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or denoting techniques making use of the absorption of antibodies by insoluble preparations of antigens.













immunosuppression

 
/ˌimyənōsəˈpreSHən iˌmyo͞onōsəˈpreSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the partial or complete suppression of the immune response of an individual. It is induced to help the survival of an organ after a transplant operation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immunosuppressant

 
/ˌimyənōsəˈpres(ə)nt iˌmyo͞onōsəˈpres(ə)nt /






noun













2.
 
immunosuppressed

 
/-səˈprest /






adjective





















immunosuppressive

 
/ˌimyənōsəˈpresiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (chiefly of drugs) partially or completely suppressing the immune response of an individual.








II.
 
noun




a drug that suppresses the immune response of an individual.













immunotherapy

 
/ˌimyo͝onōˈTHerəpē/






noun






[Medicine]

 the prevention or treatment of disease with substances that stimulate the immune response.













immure

 
/iˈmyo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be immured

 )


1.
 
enclose or confine (someone) against their will




•
 
her brother was immured in a lunatic asylum.














II.
 
derivatives





immurement

 
/iˈmyo͝ormənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
emmurer

 or medieval Latin 
immurare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
murus

 ‘wall.’





immutable

 
/i(m)ˈmyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unchanging over time or unable to be changed




•
 
an immutable fact.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
immutability

 
/i(m)ˌmyo͞odəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
immutably

 
/i(m)ˈmyo͞odəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
immutabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
mutabilis

 (see mutable
 ).





IMO






abbreviation



1.
 
in my opinion.




2.
 
International Maritime Organization.













i-mode





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a proprietary technology that allows data to be transferred to and from Internet sites via mobile phones.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
I

 (referring to the user's ability to interact directly with the Internet) + 
mode

 .





imp

 
/imp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mischievous child




•
 
a cheeky young imp.










2.
 
a small, mischievous devil or sprite.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repair a damaged feather in (the wing or tail of a trained hawk) by attaching part of a new feather.











– origin

 Old English 
impa

 , 
impe

 ‘young shoot, scion,’ 
impian

 ‘to graft,’ based on Greek 
emphuein

 ‘to implant.’ In late Middle English, the noun denoted a descendant, especially of a noble family, and later a child of the devil or a person regarded as such; hence a ‘little devil’ or mischievous child (early 17th cent).





IMP

 
/imp/






abbreviation






[Bridge]

 International Match Point.













imp.






abbreviation



1.
 
imperative.




2.
 
imperfect.




3.
 
imperial.




4.
 
impersonal.




5.
 
implement.




6.
 
import or imported or importer.




7.
 
important.




8.
 
imprimatur.




9.
 
in the first place.

[from Latin 
imprīmīis

 .]




10.
 
imprint.




11.
 
improper.




12.
 
improved or improvement.













impact





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimˌpakt /



1.
 
the action of one object coming forcibly into contact with another




•
 
there was the sound of a third impact




•
 
bullets that expand and cause devastating injury on impact.










2.
 
the effect or influence of one person, thing, or action, on another




•
 
our regional measures have had a significant 
impact on

 unemployment.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/imˈpakt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come into forcible contact with another object




•
 
the shell impacted twenty yards away.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 come into forcible contact with




•
 
an asteroid impacted the earth some 60 million years ago.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — press firmly




•
 
the animals' feet do not impact and damage the soil as cows' hooves do.










4.
 
(
impact on

 )
 — have a strong effect on someone or something




•
 
high interest rates have 
impacted on

 retail spending




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the move is not expected to impact the company's employees.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘press closely, fix firmly’): from Latin 
impact-

 ‘driven in,’ from the verb 
impingere

 (see impinge
 ). / 
usage:

 The phrasal verb 
impact on

 , as in when produce is lost, it always 
impacts on

 the bottom line, has been in the language since the 1960s. Many people disapprove of it despite its relative frequency, saying that 
make an impact on

 or other equivalent wordings should be used instead. New formations of verbs from nouns (as in the case of 
impact

 ) are often regarded as somehow inferior.





impact crater






noun




a crater on a planet or moon caused by the impact of a meteorite or other object, typically circular with a raised rim.













impacted

 
/imˈpaktəd/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 pressed firmly together, in particular




2.
 
(of a tooth) wedged between another tooth and the jaw.




3.
 
(of a fractured bone) having the parts crushed together.




4.
 
(of feces) lodged in the intestine.




5.
 
strongly affected by something




•
 
grandiose planning projects have had deleterious effects on impacted social groups.



















impactful

 
/imˈpaktfəl/






adjective




having a major impact or effect




•
 
an eye-catching and impactful design.



















impaction

 
/imˈpakSHən/






noun






[Medicine]

 the condition of being or process of becoming impacted, especially of feces in the intestine.













impactive

 
/imˈpaktiv/






adjective




having a strong effect or influence; making an impression




•
 
impactive color radiates from the sculptures.



















impactor

 
/imˈpaktər/






noun






[chiefly Astronomy]

 an object (such as a meteorite) that collides with another body.













impair

 
/imˈper/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
weaken or damage something (especially a human faculty or function)




•
 
drug use that impairs job performance.

















– origin

 Middle English 
enpeire

 , from Old French 
empeirier

 , based on late Latin 
pejorare

 (from Latin 
pejor

 ‘worse’). The current spelling is due to association with words derived from Latin beginning with 
im-

 .





impaired

 
/imˈperd/






adjective



1.
 
weakened or damaged




•
 
an impaired banking system.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 affected by alcohol or drugs to the extent of losing control over one's faculties or behavior




•
 
impaired driving charges.










3.
 
having a disability of a specified kind


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
hearing-impaired children.



















impairment

 
/ˌimˈpermənt/






noun




the state or fact of being impaired, especially in a specified faculty




•
 
a degree of physical or mental impairment




•
 
memory impairment.



















impala

 
/imˈpalə imˈpälə/





I.
 
noun




a graceful antelope often seen in large herds in open woodland in southern and East Africa.

[
Aepyceros melampus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Zulu 
i-mpala

 .





impale

 
/imˈpāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pierce or transfix with a sharp instrument




•
 
his head was 
impaled on

 a pike and exhibited for all to see.










2.
 


[Heraldry]

 display (a coat of arms) side by side with another on the same shield, separated by a vertical line


(as 
adj.

 
impaled

 )


•
 
the impaled arms of her husband and her father.










3.
 
(of a coat of arms) adjoin (another coat of arms) in this way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impalement

 
/imˈpālmənt /






noun













2.
 
impaler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘enclose with stakes or pales’): from French 
empaler

 or medieval Latin 
impalare

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
palus

 ‘a stake.’





impalpable

 
/imˈpalpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be felt by touch




•
 
an impalpable ghost.










2.
 
not easily comprehended




•
 
something so impalpable as personhood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impalpability

 
/imˌpalpəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impalpably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
impalpabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
palpabilis

 (see palpable
 ).





impanation

 
/ˌimpəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Theology]

 the medieval and Reformation doctrine that the body of Christ is present within the Eucharistic bread and does not replace it.

Compare with consubstantiation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





impanate

 
/ˈimpəˌnāt, imˈpanit /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
impanatio(n-)

 , from 
impanare

 ‘embody in bread,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
panis

 ‘bread.’





impanel

 
/imˈpanl /

 
empanel





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enlist or enroll (a jury).




2.
 
enroll (someone) onto a jury




•
 
several of her friends have been impaneled.














II.
 
derivatives





impanelment

 
empanelment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
empanel

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
empaneller

 , from 
em-

 ‘in’ + Old French 
panel

 ‘panel.’





impark

 
/imˈpärk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 enclose (animals) in a park.




2.
 


‹historical›

 enclose (land) to make it into a park.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
emparquer

 , from 
em-

 ‘within’ + 
parc

 ‘park.’





impart

 
/imˈpärt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (information) known; communicate




•
 
teachers had a duty to 
impart

 strong morals 
to

 their students.










2.
 
bestow (a quality)




•
 
its main use has been to 
impart

 a high surface gloss 
to

 finished articles.














II.
 
derivatives





impartation

 
/imˌpärˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘give a share of’): from Old French 
impartir

 , from Latin 
impartire

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
pars

 , 
part-

 ‘part.’





impartial

 
/imˈpärSHəl/






adjective




treating all rivals or disputants equally; fair and just




•
 
independent and impartial advice.



















impartiality

 
/imˌpärSHēˈalədē/






noun




equal treatment of all rivals or disputants; fairness




•
 
entries had to be submitted under a pseudonym to ensure impartiality in the judging process.



















impartially

 
/imˈpärSHəlē/






adverb




in a way that treats all rivals or disputants equally




•
 
the adjudicator should act impartially in carrying out his duties.



















impassable

 
/imˈpasəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to travel along or over




•
 
the narrow channels are 
impassable to

 oceangoing ships.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impassability

 
/imˌpasəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impassableness






noun













3.
 
impassably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















impasse

 
/ˈimˌpas imˈpas/





I.
 
noun




a situation in which no progress is possible, especially because of disagreement; a deadlock




•
 
the current political impasse.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
im-

 (expressing negation) + the stem of 
passer

 ‘to pass.’





impassible

 
/imˈpasəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Theology]

 incapable of suffering or feeling pain




•
 
belief in an impassible God.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impassibility

 
/imˌpasəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impassibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
impassibilis

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
passibilis

 (see passible
 ).





impassion

 
/imˈpaSHən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make passionate




•
 
her body had once pleased and impassioned him.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
impassionnare

 , from 
im-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
passione

 ‘passion,’ from Christian Latin 
passio

 (see passion
 ).





impassioned

 
/imˈpaSHənd/






adjective




filled with or showing great emotion




•
 
she made an impassioned plea for help.



















impassive

 
/imˈpasiv/





I.
 
adjective




not feeling or showing emotion




•
 
impassive passersby ignore the performers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impassively

 
/imˈpasəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
impassiveness

 
/imˈpasivnəs /






noun













3.
 
impassivity

 
/impaˈsivədē /






noun





















impasto

 
/imˈpastō imˈpästō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Art]

 the process or technique of laying on paint or pigment thickly so that it stands out from a surface.




2.
 


[Art]

 paint applied thickly.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, from 
impastare

 , from 
im-

 ‘upon’ + 
pasta

 ‘a paste,’ from late Latin.





impatience

 
/ˌimˈpāSHəns/






noun




the tendency to be impatient; irritability or restlessness




•
 
she crumpled up the pages in a burst of impatience.




•
 
he was shifting in his seat with impatience.




















impatiens

 
/imˈpāSHənz/





I.
 
noun




an East African plant with abundant red, pink, or white flowers. It is often grown as a houseplant, and its many hybrids are grown as bedding plants.

[Genus 
Impatiens

 , family 
Balsaminaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘impatient’ (because the capsules of the plant readily burst open when touched).





impatient

 
/imˈpāSHənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a tendency to be quickly irritated or provoked




•
 
an impatient motorist blaring his horn




•
 
she was 
impatient with

 any restriction.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
impatient of

 )
 — intolerant of




•
 
a man impatient of bureaucracy.










3.
 
restlessly eager




•
 
they are 
impatient for

 change




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he was impatient to be on his way.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘lacking patience’ and ‘unbearable’): via Old French from Latin 
impatient-

 ‘not bearing, impatient,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
pati

 ‘suffer, bear.’





impatiently

 
/imˈpāSHəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows irritation or annoyance




•
 
he sighed impatiently and glanced at his watch




•
 
"Come on," he said impatiently.










2.
 
in a restlessly eager manner




•
 
she is waiting impatiently for her husband's return.




















impeach

 
/imˈpēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
call into question the integrity or validity of (a practice)




•
 
there is no basis to Searle's motion to impeach the verdict.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 charge (the holder of a public office) with misconduct




•
 
the governor served only one year before being impeached and convicted for fiscal fraud.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 charge with treason or another crime against the state.








II.
 
derivatives





impeachable

 
/imˈpēCHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘hinder, prevent’; earlier as 
empeche

 ): from Old French 
empecher

 ‘impede,’ from late Latin 
impedicare

 ‘catch, entangle’ (based on 
pedica

 ‘a fetter,’ from 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot’). Compare with impede
 .





impeachment

 
/imˈpēCHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of calling into question the integrity or validity of something




•
 
the prosecutor's detailed impeachment of the character witness.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a charge of misconduct made against the holder of a public office




•
 
the president is facing impeachment over the scandal




•
 
all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a charge of treason or another crime against the state




•
 
the king cynically abandoned him, encouraging his impeachment.



















impeccable

 
/imˈpekəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of behavior, performance, or appearance) in accordance with the highest standards of propriety; faultless




•
 
a man of impeccable character.










2.
 


[Theology]

 
‹rare›

 not liable to sin.








II.
 
derivatives





impeccability

 
/imˌpekəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the theological sense): from Latin 
impeccabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
peccare

 ‘to sin.’





impeccably

 
/imˈpekəblē/






adverb




in accordance with the highest standards; faultlessly




•
 
everyone behaved impeccably




•
 
she was impeccably dressed.



















impecunious

 
/ˌimpəˈkyo͞onēəs/





I.
 
adjective




having little or no money




•
 
a titled but impecunious family.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impecuniosity

 
/ˌimpəˌkyo͞onēˈäsədē /






noun













2.
 
impecuniousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + obsolete 
pecunious

 ‘having money, wealthy’ (from Latin 
pecuniosus

 , from 
pecunia

 ‘money’).






impedance

 
/imˈpēdns/





I.
 
noun




the effective resistance of an electric circuit or component to alternating current, arising from the combined effects of ohmic resistance and reactance.

See also acoustic impedance
 . [Impedance is usually expressed as a complex quantity 
Z

 = 
R

 + 
jX

 , where 
R

 is resistance, 
X

 is reactance, and 
j

 is the imaginary square root of 1.]











usage:

 
Impedance

 is a specialized electrical term (as defined above), while 
impediment

 is an everyday term meaning 'a hindrance or obstruction': a low-
impedance

 power supply; interpreting his handwriting was an 
impediment

 to getting business done.






impede

 
/imˈpēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
delay or prevent (someone or something) by obstructing them; hinder




•
 
the sap causes swelling that can impede breathing.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
impedire

 ‘shackle the feet of,’ based on 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’ Compare with impeach
 .





impediment

 
/imˈpedəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hindrance or obstruction in doing something




•
 
a serious 
impediment to

 scientific progress.










2.
 
(also 
speech impediment

 )
 — a defect in a person's speech, such as a lisp or stammer.








II.
 
derivatives





impedimental

 
/ˌimˌpedəˈmen(t)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
impedimentum

 , from 
impedire

 (see impede
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at impedance
 .





impedimenta

 
/imˌpedəˈmen(t)ə/





I.
 
plural noun




equipment for an activity or expedition, especially when considered as bulky or an encumbrance.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
impedimentum

 ‘impediment,’ from 
impedire

 (see impede
 ).






impel

 
/imˈpel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive, force, or urge (someone) to do something




•
 
financial difficulties 
impelled

 him 
to

 desperate measures




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
a lack of equality impelled the oppressed to fight.










2.
 
drive forward; propel




•
 
vital energies impel him in unforeseen directions.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘propel’): from Latin 
impellere

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’





impeller

 
/imˈpelər/






noun



1.
 
the rotating part of a centrifugal pump, compressor, or other machine designed to move a fluid by rotation.




2.
 
a rotating device turned by the flow of water past a ship's hull, used to measure speed or distance traveled.













impend

 
/imˈpend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
impending

 )


1.
 
be about to happen




•
 
my impending departure.










2.
 
(of something bad) loom




•
 
danger of collision impends.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
impendere

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward, upon’ + 
pendere

 ‘hang.’





impenetrable

 
/imˈpenətrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impossible to pass through or enter




•
 
a dark, impenetrable forest.










2.
 


[Physics]

 (of matter) incapable of occupying the same space as other matter at the same time.




3.
 
impossible to understand




•
 
impenetrable interviews with French intellectuals.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impenetrability

 
/imˌpenətrəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impenetrably

 
/imˈpenətrəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
impenetrabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
penetrabilis

 ‘able to be pierced,’ from the verb 
penetrare

 (see penetrate
 ).





impenitent

 
/imˈpenətnt/





I.
 
adjective




not feeling shame or regret about one's actions or attitudes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impenitence

 
/imˈpenədəns imˈpenətns /






noun













2.
 
impenitency






noun













3.
 
impenitently

 
/imˈpenədən(t)lē imˈpenətn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
impaenitent-

 ‘not repenting,’ from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
paenitere

 ‘repent.’





imperative

 
/əmˈperədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of vital importance; crucial




•
 
immediate action was imperative




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is imperative that standards be maintained.










2.
 
giving an authoritative command; peremptory




•
 
the bell pealed again, a final imperative call.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting the mood of a verb that expresses a command or exhortation, as in 
come here!










II.
 
noun



1.
 
an essential or urgent thing




•
 
free movement of labor was an economic imperative.










2.
 
a factor or influence making something necessary




•
 
the change came about through a financial imperative.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a verb or phrase in the imperative mood.




4.
 
(
the imperative

 )
 — the imperative mood.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imperatival

 
/əmˌperəˈtīv(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
imperatively

 
/əmˈperədivlē /






adverb













3.
 
imperativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a grammatical term): from late Latin 
imperativus

 (literally ‘specially ordered,’ translating Greek 
prostatikē enklisis

 ‘imperative mood’), from 
imperare

 ‘to command,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
parare

 ‘make ready.’





imperator

 
/ˌimpəˈrädər ˌimpəˈräˌtôr/





I.
 
noun






[Roman History]

 commander (a title conferred under the Republic on a victorious general and under the Empire on the emperor).








II.
 
derivatives





imperatorial

 
/imˌperəˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Latin, from 
imperare

 ‘to order, command.’





imperceptible

 
/ˌimpərˈseptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to perceive




•
 
his head moved in an almost imperceptible nod.














II.
 
derivatives





imperceptibility

 
/ˌimpərˌseptəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from medieval Latin 
imperceptibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
perceptibilis

 , from the verb 
percipere

 (see perceive
 ).





imperceptibly

 
/ˈˌimpərˈseptəblē/






adverb




in a way that is so slight, gradual, or subtle as not to be perceived




•
 
the corners of her mouth rose almost imperceptibly




•
 
spring has slipped imperceptibly into summer.



















imperceptive

 
/ˌimpərˈseptiv/






adjective




lacking in perception or insight




•
 
she dismissed the statement as juvenile or at least imperceptive.



















impercipient

 
/ˌimpərˈsipēənt/





I.
 
adjective




failing to perceive something.








II.
 
derivatives





impercipience






noun






















imperfect

 
/imˈpərfəkt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not perfect; faulty or incomplete




•
 
an imperfect grasp of English.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a tense) denoting a past action in progress but not completed at the time in question.




3.
 


[Music]

 (of a cadence) ending on the dominant chord.




4.
 


[Law]

 (of a gift, title, etc.) transferred without all the necessary conditions or requirements being met.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the imperfect

 )


1.
 


[Grammar]

 the imperfect tense.











– origin

 Middle English 
imparfit

 , 
imperfet

 , from Old French 
imparfait

 , from Latin 
imperfectus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
perfectus

 (see perfect
 ). The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with the Latin form.





imperfect competition






noun




the situation prevailing in a market in which elements of monopoly allow individual producers or consumers to exercise some control over market prices.













imperfection

 
/ˌimpərˈfekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fault, blemish, or undesirable feature




•
 
the imperfections and injustices in our political system.










2.
 
the state of being faulty or incomplete




•
 
he accepted me without question, in all my imperfection.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
imperfectio(n-)

 , from 
imperfectus

 (see imperfect
 ).






imperfective

 
/ˌimpərˈfektiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an aspect of verbs, especially in Slavic languages, that expresses action without reference to its completion.

The opposite of perfective
 .








II.
 
noun




the imperfective aspect, or an imperfective form of a verb.













imperfectly

 
/imˈpərfəktlē/






adverb




in a flawed or incomplete way




•
 
MPs represent, however imperfectly, the democratic will of their electors




•
 
the disease was imperfectly understood at the time.




















imperfect rhyme






noun




a rhyme in which there is only a partial matching of sounds (e.g., 
love

 and 
move

 ).

See also pararhyme
 .













imperforate

 
/imˈpərfərət/






adjective



1.
 
not perforated, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 lacking the normal opening




•
 
unicellular spores of these parasites have an imperforate wall.










3.
 
(of a postage stamp or a block or sheet of stamps) lacking perforations, especially as an error.














imperial

 
/imˈpirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an empire




•
 
Britain's imperial era.










2.
 
of or relating to an emperor




•
 
the imperial family.










3.
 
majestic; magnificent




•
 
the bedroom is huge and imperial.










4.
 
imperious or domineering




•
 
the party and its autocratic—many would say imperial—ways.










5.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the system of nonmetric weights and measures (the ounce, pound, stone, inch, foot, yard, mile, acre, pint, gallon, etc.) formerly used for all measures in the UK, and still used for some.




6.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (of a size of paper) measuring roughly 762 × 559 mm (30 × 22 inches).








II.
 
noun




a small pointed beard growing below the lower lip (associated with Napoleon III of France).








III.
 
derivatives





imperially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
imperialis

 , from 
imperium

 ‘command, authority, empire’; related to 
imperare

 ‘to command.’ Compare with emperor
 , empire
 , also with imperious
 .





imperialism

 
/imˈpirēəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
a policy of extending a country's power and influence through diplomacy or military force




•
 
the struggle against imperialism




•
 


‹figurative›

 French ministers protested at US cultural imperialism.










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 rule by an emperor.













imperialist

 
/ˌimˈpirēələst/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, supporting, or practicing imperialism




•
 
an imperialist regime.














II.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who supports or practices imperialism.













imperialistic

 
/imˌpirēəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by a policy of imperialism




•
 
imperialistic attitudes




•
 
imperialistic invasions of foreign countries.














II.
 
derivatives





imperialistically






adverb





















imperialize

 
/imˈpirēəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
imperialized

 )


1.
 
subject to imperial rule or influence




•
 
people of an imperialized culture.



















imperial pigeon






noun




a tropical, fruit-eating pigeon that typically has a pale grayish head and breast and a dark back, occurring in Australasia, Indonesia, and southern Asia.

[Genus 
Ducula

 , family 
Columbidae

 .]













Imperial Valley






an irrigated section of the Colorado Desert, in southeastern California.









imperil

 
/imˈperəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put at risk of being harmed, injured, or destroyed




•
 
white-band disease imperils coral reefs.














II.
 
derivatives





imperilment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from peril
 , probably on the pattern of 
endanger

 .






imperious

 
/ˌimˈpirēəs/





I.
 
adjective




assuming power or authority without justification; arrogant and domineering




•
 
his imperious demands.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imperiously

 
/imˈpirēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
imperiousness

 
/imˈpirēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
imperiosus

 , from 
imperium

 ‘command, authority, empire’; related to 
imperare

 ‘to command.’ Compare with imperial
 .





imperishable

 
/imˈperəSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




enduring forever




•
 
imperishable truths.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imperishability

 
/imˌperəSHəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
imperishableness






noun













3.
 
imperishably

 
/imˈperəSHəblē /






adverb





















imperium

 
/ˌimˈpirēəm/





I.
 
noun




absolute power




•
 
it was the high noon of the imperium, an age when there was something empowering about being an American.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘command, authority, empire’; related to 
imperare

 ‘to command.’





impermanent

 
/imˈpərmənənt/





I.
 
adjective




not permanent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impermanence

 
/imˈpərmənəns /






noun













2.
 
impermanency






noun













3.
 
impermanently






adverb





















impermeable

 
/imˈpərmēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not allowing fluid to pass through




•
 
an impermeable membrane.










2.
 
not liable to be affected by pain or distress; insusceptible or imperturbable




•
 
women who appear 
impermeable to

 pain.














II.
 
derivatives





impermeability

 
/imˌpərmēəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
imperméable

 , or from late Latin 
impermeabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
permeabilis

 (see permeable
 ).





impermissible

 
/ˌimpərˈmisəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too bad to be allowed




•
 
the prosecution made impermissible use of the testimony.














II.
 
derivatives





impermissibility

 
/-ˌmisəˈbilitē /






noun





















impersonal

 
/ˌimˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not influenced by, showing, or involving personal feelings




•
 
the impersonal march of progress.










2.
 
(of a place or organization) large, featureless, and anonymous




•
 
large, impersonal institutions.










3.
 
not existing as a person; having no personality




•
 
he gradually came to believe in an impersonal God.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb) used only with a formal subject (in English usually 
it

 ) and expressing an action not attributable to a definite subject (as in 
it is snowing

 ).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impersonality

 
/imˌpərsnˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
impersonally

 
/imˈpərs(ə)nəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from late Latin 
impersonalis

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
personalis

 (see personal
 ).





impersonal pronoun






noun




the pronoun 
it

 when used without definite reference or antecedent, as in 
it was snowing

 and 
it seems hard to believe

 .













impersonate

 
/imˈpərsəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pretend to be (another person) as entertainment or in order to deceive someone




•
 
it's a very serious offense to impersonate a police officer.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘personify’): from in-
 2
 ‘into’ + Latin 
persona

 ‘person,’ on the pattern of 
incorporate

 .





impersonation

 
/imˌpərsəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




an act of pretending to be another person for the purpose of entertainment or fraud




•
 
he did an impersonation of Fred Astaire.



















impersonator

 
/imˈpərsnˌādər/






noun




a person who pretends to be someone else for entertainment or fraud




•
 
a well-known Elvis impersonator.



















impertinence

 
/ˌimˈpərt(ə)nəns/






noun




lack of respect; rudeness




•
 
they gasped at the impertinence of the suggestion.



















impertinent

 
/imˈpərtnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not showing proper respect; rude




•
 
an impertinent question.










2.
 


‹formal›

 not pertinent to a particular matter; irrelevant




•
 
talk of “rhetoric” and “strategy” is 
impertinent to

 this process.














II.
 
derivatives





impertinently

 
/imˈpərtnəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, or from late Latin 
impertinent-

 ‘not having reference to,’ from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
pertinere

 ‘pertain.’





imperturbable

 
/ˌimpərˈtərbəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be upset or excited; calm




•
 
an imperturbable tranquility.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imperturbability

 
/ˌimpərtərbəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
imperturbably

 
/ˌimpərˈtərbəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
imperturbabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
perturbare

 (see perturb
 ).





impervious

 
/imˈpərvēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not allowing fluid to pass through




•
 
an impervious layer of basaltic clay.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
impervious to

 )
 — unable to be affected by




•
 
he worked, apparently impervious to the heat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imperviously






adverb













2.
 
imperviousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
impervius

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
pervius

 ‘pervious’) + -ous
 .





impetigo

 
/ˌimpəˈtīɡō/





I.
 
noun




a contagious bacterial skin infection forming pustules and yellow, crusty sores.

[This disease is caused by the bacteria 
Streptococcus pyogenes

 or 
S. aureus

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
impetere

 ‘to assail, attack.’





impetrate

 
/ˈimpəˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 beseech or beg for




•
 
a slight testimonial which I thought fit to impetrate from that worthy nobleman.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
impetrat-

 ‘brought to pass,’ from the verb 
impetrare

 (based on 
patrare

 ‘bring to pass’).





impetuous

 
/imˈpeCH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
acting or done quickly and without thought or care




•
 
her friend was headstrong and impetuous.










2.
 
moving forcefully or rapidly




•
 
an impetuous but controlled flow of water.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impetuosity

 
/imˌpeCHəˈwäsədē /






noun













2.
 
impetuously

 
/imˈpeCH(o͞o)əslē /






adverb













3.
 
impetuousness

 
/imˈpeCH(o͞o)əsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
impetueux

 , from late Latin 
impetuosus

 , from 
impetere

 ‘to assail, attack.’





impetus

 
/ˈimpədəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the force or energy with which a body moves




•
 
hit the booster coil before the flywheel loses all its impetus.










2.
 
the force that makes something happen or happen more quickly




•
 
the crisis of the 1860s provided the original 
impetus for

 the settlements.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘assault, force,’ from 
impetere

 ‘assail,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
petere

 ‘seek.’





Imphal

 
/ˈimˌpəl/






a city in northeastern India, the capital of the state of Manipur, that lies close to the border with Burma (Myanmar); pop. 236,400 (est. 2009). It was the scene of an important victory in 1944 by Anglo-Indian forces over the Japanese.









impi

 
/ˈimpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a body of Zulu warriors.




2.
 
an armed band of Zulus involved in urban or rural conflict.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Zulu, literally ‘regiment, armed band.’





impiety

 
/imˈpīədē/





I.
 
noun




lack of piety or reverence, especially for a god




•
 
he blamed the fall of the city on the impiety of the people




•
 
one impiety will cost me my eternity in Paradise.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
impiete

 or Latin 
impietas

 , from 
impius

 ‘impious.’






impinge

 
/imˈpinj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an effect or impact, especially a negative one




•
 
Nora was determined that the tragedy would 
impinge

 as little as possible 
on

 Constance's life.










2.
 
advance over an area belonging to someone or something else; encroach




•
 
the site 
impinges on

 a greenbelt area.










3.
 
(
impinge on/upon

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 strike




•
 
the gases impinge on the surface of the liquid.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impingement

 
/imˈpinjmənt /






noun













2.
 
impinger






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
impingere

 ‘drive something in or at,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
pangere

 ‘fix, drive.’ The word originally meant ‘thrust at forcibly,’ then ‘come into forcible contact’; hence ‘encroach on’ (mid 18th cent).





impious

 
/ˈimpēəs imˈpīəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not showing respect or reverence, especially for a god




•
 
the emperor's impious attacks on the Church.










2.
 
(of a person or act) wicked




•
 
impious villains.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impiously

 
/ˈimpēəslē imˈpīəslē /






adverb













2.
 
impiousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
impius

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
pius

 : see pious
 ) + -ous
 .





impish

 
/ˈimpiSH/





I.
 
adjective




inclined to do slightly naughty things for fun; mischievous




•
 
he had an impish look about him.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impishly

 
/ˈimpiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
impishness

 
/ˈimpiSHnəs /






noun





















implacable

 
/imˈplakəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be placated




•
 
he was an implacable enemy of Ted's.










2.
 
relentless; unstoppable




•
 
the implacable advance of the enemy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
implacability

 
/imˌplakəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
implacably

 
/imˈplakəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
implacabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
placabilis

 (see placable
 ).





implant





I.
 
verb

 — 
/imˈplant /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insert or fix (tissue or an artificial object) in a person's body, especially by surgery




•
 
electrodes had been 
implanted in

 his brain.










2.
 
(
implant someone/something with

 )
 — provide someone or something with an implant




•
 
rats implanted with amphetamine pellets.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fertilized egg) become attached to the wall of the uterus.




4.
 
establish or fix (an idea) in a person's mind.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimˌplant /



1.
 
a thing implanted in something else, especially a piece of tissue, prosthetic device, or other object implanted in the body




•
 
a silicone breast implant.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
implantare

 ‘engraft,’ from Latin 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
plantare

 ‘to plant.’





implantable

 
/ˌimˈplan(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective




capable of or designed for being implanted in living tissue




•
 
an implantable defibrillator.




















implantation

 
/ˌimplanˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of implanting or state of being implanted.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 (in a mammal) the attachment of the fertilized egg or blastocyst to the wall of the uterus at the start of pregnancy, often delayed in some mammals by several months.

Also called nidation
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from 
implanter

 ‘to implant.’





implausible

 
/imˈplôzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an argument or statement) not seeming reasonable or probable; failing to convince




•
 
this is a blatantly implausible claim.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
implausibility

 
/imˌplôzəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
implausibly

 
/imˈplôzəblē /






adverb





















implement





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimpləmənt /



1.
 
a tool, utensil, or other piece of equipment, especially as used for a particular purpose




•
 
agricultural implements.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈimpləˌment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a decision, plan, agreement, etc.) into effect




•
 
the regulations implement a 1954 treaty.














III.
 
derivatives





implementer

 
implementor






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘article of furniture, equipment, or dress’): partly from medieval Latin 
implementa

 (plural), partly from late Latin 
implementum

 ‘filling up, fulfillment,’ both from Latin 
implere

 ‘fill up’ (later ‘employ’), from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
plere

 ‘fill.’ The verb dates from the early 18th cent.





implementation

 
/ˌimpləmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of putting a decision or plan into effect; execution




•
 
she was responsible for the implementation of the plan.




















implicate

 
/ˈimpləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show (someone) to be involved in a crime




•
 
police claims 
implicated

 him 
in

 many more killings.










2.
 
(
be implicated in

 )
 — bear some of the responsibility for (an action or process, especially a criminal or harmful one)




•
 
the team believes he is heavily implicated in the bombing




•
 
a chemical implicated in ozone depletion.










3.
 
involve (something) in a necessary way




•
 
cable franchise activities plainly implicate First Amendment interests.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — convey (a meaning or intention) indirectly through what one says, rather than stating it explicitly; imply




•
 
by saying that coffee would keep her awake, Mary implicated that she didn't want any.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimplikət /



1.
 


[chiefly Logic]

 a thing implied.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
implicative

 
/ˈimpləˌkādiv imˈplikədiv /






adjective













2.
 
implicatively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
implicatus

 ‘folded in,’ past participle of 
implicare

 (see imply
 ). The original sense was ‘entwine, entangle’; compare with employ
 and imply
 . The earliest modern sense (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb) dates from the early 17th cent., but appears earlier in implication
 .






implication

 
/ˌimpləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the conclusion that can be drawn from something, although it is not explicitly stated




•
 
the implication is that no one person at the bank is responsible.










2.
 
a likely consequence of something




•
 
a victory that had important political implications.










3.
 
the action or state of being involved in something




•
 
our implication in the problems.














II.
 
phrases





by implication






by what is implied or suggested rather than by formal expression




•
 
he criticized her and, by implication, her country.


















III.
 
derivatives





implicational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘entwining, being entwined’): from Latin 
implicatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
implicare

 (see implicate
 ).





implicature

 
/ˈimplikəCHər/






noun



1.
 
the action of implying a meaning beyond the literal sense of what is explicitly stated, e.g., saying 
the frame is nice

 and implying 
I don't like the picture in it

 .




2.
 
a meaning so implied.













implicit

 
/imˈplisit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
implied though not plainly expressed




•
 
comments seen as implicit criticism of the policies.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
implicit in

 )
 — essentially or very closely connected with; always to be found in




•
 
the values implicit in the school ethos.










3.
 
with no qualification or question; absolute




•
 
an implicit faith in God.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a function) not expressed directly in terms of independent variables.








II.
 
derivatives





implicitness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
implicite

 or Latin 
implicitus

 , later form of 
implicatus

 ‘entwined,’ past participle of 
implicare

 (see imply
 ).





implicitly

 
/imˈplisətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not directly expressed; tacitly




•
 
she implicitly suggested that he was responsible for the error.










2.
 
without qualification: absolutely




•
 
he trusted Sarah implicitly.



















implied

 
/imˈplīd/





I.
 
adjective




suggested but not directly expressed; implicit




•
 
she was aware of his implied criticism.














II.
 
derivatives





impliedly

 
/imˈplī(ə)dlē /






adverb





















implode

 
/imˈplōd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
collapse or cause to collapse violently inward


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the windows on both sides of the room had imploded




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
these forces would implode the pellet to a density 100 times higher than that of lead.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Phonetics]

 utter or pronounce (a consonant) with a sharp intake of air.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from in-
 2
 ‘within’ + Latin 
plodere

 , 
plaudere

 ‘to clap,’ on the pattern of 
explode

 .





implore

 
/imˈplôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
beg someone earnestly or desperately to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he implored her to change her mind




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Please don't talk that way,” Ellen implored.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 beg earnestly for




•
 
I implore mercy.














II.
 
derivatives





imploringly

 
/imˈplôriNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
implorer

 or Latin 
implorare

 ‘invoke with tears.’





implosion

 
/imˈplōZHən/






noun



1.
 
an instance of something collapsing violently inward




•
 
the star undergoes a violent implosion caused by gravity.










2.
 
a sudden failure or collapse of an organization or system




•
 
a global financial implosion




•
 
the country was facing economic implosion.



















implosive

 
/imˈplōsiv/






adjective



1.
 
formed by implosion; tending to implode.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting a type of consonant produced in the glottis with an ingressive air flow.














imply

 
/imˈplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strongly suggest the truth or existence of (something not expressly stated)




•
 
the salesmen who uses jargon to imply his superior knowledge




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the report implies that two million jobs might be lost.










2.
 
(of a fact or occurrence) suggest (something) as a logical consequence




•
 
the forecasted traffic increase implied more roads and more air pollution.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
emplier

 , from Latin 
implicare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’ The original sense was ‘entwine, entangle’; in the 16th and 17th centuries the word also meant ‘employ’ Compare with employ
 and implicate
 . / 
usage:

 
Imply

 and 
infer

 do not mean the same thing and should not be used interchangeably: see usage at infer
 .





impolder

 
/imˈpōldər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an area of the seabed) into a polder by reclaiming it from the sea.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Dutch 
impolderen

 .





impolite

 
/ˌimpəˈlīt/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing good manners; rude




•
 
it would have been impolite to refuse.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impolitely

 
/ˈˌimpəˈlītlē /






adverb













2.
 
impoliteness

 
/ˈˌimpəˈlītnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘unpolished’): from Latin 
impolitus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
politus

 (see polite
 ).






impolitic

 
/imˈpäləˌtik/





I.
 
adjective




failing to possess or display prudence; unwise




•
 
it was impolitic to pay the slightest tribute to the enemy.














II.
 
derivatives





impoliticly






adverb





















imponderable

 
/imˈpändərəbəl/





I.
 
noun




a factor that is difficult or impossible to estimate or assess




•
 
there are too many imponderables for an overall prediction.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
difficult or impossible to estimate, assess, or answer




•
 
an imponderable problem of metaphysics.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 very light.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imponderability

 
/imˌpänd(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
imponderably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















import





I.
 
verb

 — 
/imˈpôrt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (goods or services) into a country from abroad for sale




•
 
Japan's reluctance to import more cars.










2.
 
introduce (an idea) from a different place or context




•
 
new beliefs were often imported by sailors.










3.
 


[Computing]

 transfer (data) into a file or document.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 indicate or signify




•
 
having thus seen, what is imported in a Man's trusting his Heart.










5.
 
express or make known


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
they passed a resolution importing that they relied on His Majesty's gracious promise.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimˌpôrt /



1.
 
(usu. 
imports

 )
 — a commodity, article, or service brought in from abroad for sale.




2.
 
(
imports

 )
 — sales of goods or services brought in from abroad, or the revenue from such sales




•
 
this surplus pushes up the yen, which ought to boost imports.










3.
 
the action or process of importing goods or services




•
 
the import of live cattle from Canada.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the meaning or significance of something, especially when not directly stated




•
 
the import of her message is clear.










5.
 
great significance; importance




•
 
pronouncements of world-shaking import.














III.
 
derivatives





importable

 
/imˈpôrdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘signify’): from Latin 
importare

 ‘bring in’ (in medieval Latin ‘imply, mean, be of consequence’), from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
portare

 ‘carry.’





importance

 
/imˈpôrtns/





I.
 
noun




the state or fact of being of great significance or value




•
 
the importance of democracy




•
 
the relative importances of the external and internal causes.














II.
 
phrases





full of one's own importance






having a very high opinion of oneself; self-important.















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
importantia

 , from 
important-

 ‘being of consequence,’ from the verb 
importare

 (see import
 ).





important

 
/imˈpôrtnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of great significance or value; likely to have a profound effect on success, survival, or well-being




•
 
important habitats for wildlife




•
 
it is important to avoid monosyllabic answers




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
the speech had passion and, more important, compassion.










2.
 
(of a person) having high rank or status.




3.
 
(of an artist or artistic work) significantly original and influential.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
important-

 ‘being of consequence,’ from the verb 
importare

 (see import
 ).





importantly

 
/imˈpôrtntlē/






adverb



1.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to emphasize a significant point or matter




•
 
a nondrinking, nonsmoking, and, importantly, nonpolitical sportsman.










2.
 
in a manner designed to draw attention to one's importance




•
 
Kruger strutted forward importantly.



















importation

 
/ˌimpôrˈtāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the bringing of goods or services into a country from abroad for sale




•
 
manufacturers fought to restrict the importation of cheap foreign goods




•
 
the government takes a tough stance on illegal drug importation.










2.
 
the introduction of an idea from a different place or context




•
 
his avid importation of ideas from European and Asian thinkers.



















importer

 
/imˈpôrdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or organization that brings goods or services into a country from abroad for sale




•
 
the EU is the largest importer of agricultural products from developing countries.










2.
 
a person who introduces an idea from a different place or context




•
 
people in underdeveloped regions have become clever importers of new knowledge.




















importunate

 
/imˈpôrCHənət/





I.
 
adjective




persistent, especially to the point of annoyance or intrusion




•
 
importunate creditors.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
importunately

 
/imˈpôrCH(ə)nətlē ˌimpôrˈt(y)o͞onətlē /






adverb













2.
 
importunity

 
/ˌimpôrˈt(y)o͞onədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
importunus

 ‘inconvenient, unseasonable,’ based on 
Portunus

 , the name of the god who protected harbors (from 
portus

 ‘harbor’); compare with opportune
 .





importune

 
/ˌimpôrˈt(y)o͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask (someone) pressingly and persistently for or to do something




•
 
if he were alive now, I should importune him with my questions.










2.
 
approach (someone) to offer one's services as a prostitute.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
importuner

 or medieval Latin 
importunari

 , from Latin 
importunus

 ‘inconvenient, unseasonable’ (see importunate
 ).






impose

 
/imˈpōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (something unwelcome or unfamiliar) to be accepted or put in place




•
 
the decision was theirs and was not 
imposed on

 them by others.










2.
 
forcibly put (a restriction) in place




•
 
sanctions imposed on South Africa.










3.
 
require (a duty, charge, or penalty) to be undertaken or paid.




4.
 
(
impose oneself

 )
 — exert firm control over something




•
 
the director was unable to 
impose himself on

 the production.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take advantage of someone by demanding their attention or commitment




•
 
she realized that she had 
imposed on

 Miss Hatherby's kindness.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Printing]

 arrange (pages of type) so that they will be in the correct order after printing and folding.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘impute’): from French 
imposer

 , from Latin 
imponere

 ‘inflict, deceive’ (from 
in-

 ‘in, upon’ + 
ponere

 ‘put’), but influenced by 
impositus

 ‘inflicted’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





imposing

 
/imˈpōziNG/





I.
 
adjective




grand and impressive in appearance




•
 
an imposing 17th-century manor house.














II.
 
derivatives





imposingly






adverb





















imposition

 
/ˌimpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of imposing something or of being imposed




•
 
the imposition of martial law.










2.
 
a thing that is imposed, in particular an unfair or unwelcome demand or burden




•
 
I'd like to see you, if that wouldn't be too much of an imposition.










3.
 
a tax or duty.




4.
 


[Christian Church]

 the laying-on of hands, as in blessing or ordination.




5.
 


[Printing]

 the imposing of pages of type.




6.
 
a particular arrangement of imposed pages




•
 
some samples of 16-page impositions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
impositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
imponere

 (see impose
 ).





impossibilism

 
/imˈpäsəbəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in ideas or policy, especially on social reform, that are held to be unrealizable or impractical.








II.
 
derivatives





impossibilist






noun





















impossibility

 
/imˌpäsəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being impossible




•
 
the impossibility of walking anywhere in this jungle.










2.
 
an impossible thing or situation




•
 
they believe that a world at peace is an impossibility.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
impossibilité

 or Latin 
impossibilitas

 , from 
impossibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
possibilis

 (see possible
 ).





impossible

 
/imˈpäsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to occur, exist, or be done




•
 
a seemingly impossible task




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it was almost impossible to keep up with him.










2.
 
very difficult to deal with




•
 
she was in an impossible situation.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) very unreasonable




•
 
“Impossible woman!” the doctor complained.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
impossibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
possibilis

 (see possible
 ).





impossible dream






noun




a highly desirable yet seemingly unattainable goal or aspiration




•
 
within a few years folks could hardly remember why anyone had thought the four-minute mile was an impossible dream




•
 
fans are beginning to 
dream the impossible dream

 .



















impossibly

 
/imˈpäsəblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
used to describe an event or action that is so difficult or unlikely one would not expect it to be possible




•
 
he held her and, impossibly, she fell asleep.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — so as to be impossible




•
 
impossibly high standards.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — possessing the specified quality to an unbelievably high degree




•
 
impossibly blond hair.



















impost1


 
/ˈimpōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tax or similar compulsory payment.




2.
 


[Horse Racing]

 the weight carried by a horse as a handicap.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French (earlier form of 
impôt

 ), from medieval Latin 
impostus

 , from Latin 
impositus

 , past participle of 
imponere

 (see impose
 ).





impost2


 
/ˈimpōst/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the top course of a pillar that supports an arch.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Italian 
imposta

 , feminine past participle of 
imporre

 , from Latin 
imponere

 (see impose
 ).





impostor

 
/imˈpästər /

 
imposter





I.
 
noun




a person who pretends to be someone else in order to deceive others, especially for fraudulent gain.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in early use spelled 
imposture

 , and sometimes confused with imposture
 in meaning): from French 
imposteur

 , from late Latin 
impostor

 , contraction of 
impositor

 , from Latin 
imponere

 (see impose
 ).






imposture

 
/imˈpäsCHər/





I.
 
noun




an instance of pretending to be someone else in order to deceive others.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from late Latin 
impostura

 , from Latin 
imposit-

 ‘imposed upon,’ from the verb 
imponere

 (see impose
 ).





impotence

 
/ˈimpədəns ˈimpətns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
inability to take effective action; helplessness




•
 
people speak constantly of their social and political impotence.










2.
 
inability in a man to achieve an erection or orgasm




•
 
few men suffering from impotence feel confident enough to ask their GP for advice.














II.
 
derivatives





impotency






noun





















impotent

 
/ˈimpətnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to take effective action; helpless or powerless




•
 
he was seized with an impotent anger.










2.
 
(of a man) abnormally unable to achieve a sexual erection.




3.
 
(of a male animal) unable to copulate.








II.
 
derivatives





impotently

 
/ˈimpəd(ə)n(t)lē ˈimpətn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
impotent-

 ‘powerless,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
potent-

 (see potent
 1
 ).





impound

 
/imˈpound/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seize and take legal custody of (something, especially a vehicle, goods, or documents) because of an infringement of a law or regulation




•
 
vehicles parked where they cause an obstruction will be impounded.










2.
 
shut up (domestic animals) in a pound or enclosure.




3.
 
(of a dam) hold back or confine (water).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impoundable






adjective













2.
 
impounder






noun













3.
 
impoundment






noun





















impoverish

 
/imˈpäv(ə)riSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person or area) poor




•
 
they discourage investment and impoverish their people




•
 (as 
adj.

 
impoverished

 )
 
impoverished peasant farmers.










2.
 
exhaust the strength, vitality, or natural fertility of




•
 
the soil was impoverished by annual burning




•
 


‹figurative›

 an impoverished and debased language.

















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
empoverish

 ): from Old French 
empoveriss-

 , lengthened stem of 
empoverir

 , based on 
povre

 ‘poor.’





impoverishment

 
/imˈpäv(ə)riSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the process of becoming poor; loss of wealth




•
 
fifteen years of political instability resulted in widespread impoverishment and famine.










2.
 
the process of losing or being deprived of strength or vitality; deterioration




•
 
this caused substantial impoverishment of the soil




•
 
the impoverishment of language.



















impracticable

 
/imˈpraktəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a course of action) impossible in practice to do or carry out




•
 
it was impracticable to widen the road here.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impracticability

 
/imˌpraktəkəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impracticably

 
/imˈpraktəkəblē /






adverb



















usage:

 
Impracticable

 and 
impractical

 are sometimes confused. 
Impracticable

 means ‘impossible to carry out’ and is normally used of a specific procedure or course of action: poor visibility made the task difficult, even 
impracticable

 . 
Impractical

 , on the other hand, tends to be used in more general senses, often to mean simply ‘unrealistic’ or ‘not sensible’: in windy weather an umbrella is 
impractical

 .





impractical

 
/imˈpraktək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object or course of action) not adapted for use or action; not sensible or realistic




•
 
impractical high heels




•
 
his impractical romanticism.










2.
 
(of a person) not skilled or interested in practical matters




•
 
Paul was impractical and dreamy.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 impossible to do; impracticable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impracticality

 
/ˈˌimˌpraktəˈkalədē əmˌpraktəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
impractically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















usage:

 On the differences in the use of 
impractical

 and 
impracticable

 , see usage at impracticable
 .





imprecate

 
/ˈimprəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 utter (a curse) or invoke (evil) against someone or something.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
imprecat-

 ‘invoked,’ from the verb 
imprecari

 .





imprecation

 
/ˌimprəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a spoken curse




•
 
she hurled her imprecations at anyone who might be listening.














II.
 
derivatives





imprecatory

 
/imˈprekəˌtôrē ˈimprəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
imprecatio(n-)

 , from 
imprecari

 ‘invoke (evil),’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
precari

 ‘pray.’





imprecise

 
/ˌimprəˈsīs/





I.
 
adjective




lacking exactness and accuracy of expression or detail




•
 
the witness could give only vague and imprecise descriptions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imprecisely

 
/ˌimprəˈsīslē /






adverb













2.
 
impreciseness






noun





















imprecision

 
/ˈˌimprəˈsiZHən/






noun




lack of exactness or accuracy




•
 
all scientific measurements come with some degree of imprecision.




















impregnable

 
/imˈpreɡnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a fortified position) unable to be captured or broken into




•
 
an impregnable wall of solid sandstone




•
 


‹figurative›

 the companies are impregnable to takeovers.










2.
 
unable to be defeated or destroyed; unassailable




•
 
the case against Hastings would have been almost impregnable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impregnability

 
/imˌpreɡnəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impregnably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
imprenable

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
prendre

 ‘take’ (from Latin 
prehendere

 ). The current spelling arose in the 16th cent., perhaps influenced by Old French variants.





impregnate

 
/imˈpreɡˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a woman or female animal) pregnant.




2.
 


[Biology]

 fertilize (a female reproductive cell or ovum).




3.
 
(usu. 
be impregnated with

 )
 — soak or saturate (something) with a substance




•
 
wood that had been impregnated with preservative.










4.
 
imbue with feelings or qualities




•
 
an atmosphere impregnated with tension.














II.
 
derivatives





impregnation

 
/ˌimˌpreɡˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘fill’; earlier (Middle English) as 
impregnation

 )): from late Latin 
impregnat-

 ‘made pregnant,’ from the verb 
impregnare

 .





impresario

 
/ˌimprəˈsärēˌō ˌimprəˈserəˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who organizes and often finances concerts, plays, or operas.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the manager of a musical, theatrical, or operatic company.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, from 
impresa

 ‘undertaking.’





imprescriptible

 
/ˌimprəˈskriptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 (of rights) unable to be taken away by prescription or by lapse of time.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
imprescriptibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
praescript-

 (from 
praescribere

 ‘prescribe’).





impress1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/imˈpres /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel admiration and respect




•
 
they immediately impressed the judges




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he has to put on an act to impress.










2.
 
make a mark or design on (an object) using a stamp or seal; imprint




•
 
she impressed the damp clay with her seal.










3.
 
apply (a mark) to something with pressure




•
 
a revenue stamp was embossed or 
impressed on

 the instrument.










4.
 
(
impress something on

 )
 — fix an idea in (someone's mind)




•
 
nobody impressed on me the need to save.










5.
 
apply (an electric current or potential) from an external source.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimˌpres /
 [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of making an impression or mark




•
 
bluish marks made by the impress of his fingers.










2.
 
a mark made by a seal or stamp.




3.
 
the characteristic mark or quality of a person or attribute




•
 
his desire to put his own impress on the films he made.














III.
 
derivatives





impressible






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘apply with pressure’): from Old French 
empresser

 , from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
presser

 ‘to press,’ influenced by Latin 
imprimere

 (see imprint
 ). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the mid 18th cent.





impress2


 
/imˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 force (someone) to serve in an army or navy




•
 
a number of Poles, impressed into the German army.










2.
 


‹historical›

 commandeer (goods or equipment) for public service.








II.
 
derivatives





impressment

 
/imˈpresmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from in-
 2
 ‘into’ + press
 2
 .





impression

 
/imˈpreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idea, feeling, or opinion about something or someone, especially one formed without conscious thought or on the basis of little evidence




•
 
his first impressions of Manchester were very positive




•
 
they give the impression that all is sweetness and light.










2.
 
an effect produced on someone




•
 
her courtesy and quick wit had made a good impression.










3.
 
a difference made by the action or presence of someone or something




•
 
the floor was too dirty for the mop to make much impression.










4.
 
an imitation of a person or thing, especially one done to entertain




•
 
he did an impression of Frank Sinatra.










5.
 
a graphic or pictorial representation of someone or something




•
 
the police have issued an artist's impression of the attacker.










6.
 
a mark impressed on a surface by something




•
 
the impression of his body on the leaves.










7.
 


[Dentistry]

 a negative copy of the teeth or mouth made by pressing them into a soft substance.




8.
 
the printing of a number of copies of a book, periodical, or picture for issue at one time.




9.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a particular printed version of a book or other publication, especially one reprinted from existing type, plates, or film with no or only minor alteration.

Compare with edition
 .




10.
 
a print taken from an engraving.




11.
 
an instance of a pop-up or other Web advertisement being seen on computer users' screens.








II.
 
phrases





under the impression that






believing, mistakenly or on the basis of little evidence, that something is the case




•
 
he was under the impression that they had become friends.


















III.
 
derivatives





impressional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
impressio(n-)

 , from 
impress-

 ‘pressed in,’ from the verb 
imprimere

 (see imprint
 ).





impressionable

 
/imˈpreSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




easily influenced because of a lack of critical ability




•
 
a girl of eighteen is highly impressionable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impressionability

 
/imprəSH(ə)nəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
impressionably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
impressionner

 , from Latin 
impressio(n-)

 , from the verb 
imprimere

 ‘press into’ (see imprint
 ).





impressionism

 
/imˈpreSHəˌnizəm /

 
Impressionism





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style or movement in painting originating in France in the 1860s, characterized by a concern with depicting the visual impression of the moment, especially in terms of the shifting effect of light and color.




2.
 
a literary or artistic style that seeks to capture a feeling or experience rather than to achieve accurate depiction.




3.
 


[Music]

 a style of composition (associated especially with Debussy) in which clarity of structure and theme is subordinate to harmonic effects, characteristically using the whole-tone scale.





The impressionist painters repudiated both the precise academic style and the emotional concerns of Romanticism, and their interest in objective representation, esp. of landscape, was influenced by early photography. Impressionism met at first with suspicion and scorn, but soon became deeply influential. Its chief exponents included Monet, Renoir, Pissarro, Cézanne, Degas, and Sisley.







– origin

 from French 
impressionnisme

 , from 
impressionniste

 , originally applied unfavorably with reference to Monet's painting 
Impression: Soleil levant

 (1872).





impressionist

 
/ˌimˈpreSH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Impressionist

 )
 — a painter, writer, or composer who is an exponent of impressionism.




2.
 
an entertainer who impersonates famous people.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to impressionism or its exponents.













impressionistic

 
/imˌpreSHəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on subjective reactions presented unsystematically




•
 
a personal and impressionistic view of the war.










2.
 
(also 
Impressionistic

 )
 — in the style of impressionism




•
 
an impressionistic portrait.














II.
 
derivatives





impressionistically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















impressive

 
/imˈpresiv/





I.
 
adjective




evoking admiration through size, quality, or skill: grand, imposing, or awesome




•
 
an impressive view of the mountains




•
 
impressive achievements in science.














II.
 
derivatives





impressiveness

 
/imˈpresivnəs /






noun





















impressively

 
/əmˈpresəvlē ˈimˌpresəvlē/






adverb




in a way that evokes admiration through size, quality, or skill




•
 
he has performed impressively in recent games




•
 
an impressively sized room.



















imprest

 
/ˈimprest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fund used by a business for small items of expenditure and restored to a fixed amount periodically.




2.
 
a sum of money advanced to a person for a particular purpose.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the earlier phrase 
in prest

 ‘as a loan,’ influenced by Italian or medieval Latin 
imprestare

 ‘lend.’





imprimatur

 
/ˌimprəˈmädər imˈpriməˌt(y)o͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official license by the Roman Catholic Church to print an ecclesiastical or religious book.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's acceptance or guarantee that something is of a good standard




•
 
the original LP enjoyed the imprimatur of the composer.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘let it be printed’ from the verb 
imprimere

 (see imprint
 ).






imprint





I.
 
verb

 — 
/imˈprint /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — impress or stamp (a mark or outline) on a surface or body




•
 
tire marks were 
imprinted in

 the snow.










2.
 
make an impression or mark on (something)




•
 
clothes 
imprinted with

 the logos of sports teams.










3.
 
fix (an idea) firmly in someone's mind




•
 
he would always have this ghastly image 
imprinted on

 his mind.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
imprint on

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 (of a young animal) come to recognize (another animal, person, or thing) as a parent or other object of habitual trust.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈimprint /



1.
 
a mark made by pressing something onto a softer substance so that its outline is reproduced




•
 
he made imprints of the keys in bars of soap.










2.
 
a lasting impression or effect




•
 
years in the colonies had left their imprint.










3.
 
a printer's or publisher's name, address, and other details in a book or other printed item.




4.
 
a brand name under which books are published, typically the name of a former publishing house that is now part of a larger group.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
emprint

 ): from Old French 
empreinter

 , based on Latin 
imprimere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
premere

 ‘to press.’





imprison

 
/imˈpriz(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put or keep in prison or a place like a prison




•
 
he was imprisoned for six months for contempt of court.

















– origin

 Middle English 
emprison

 , from Old French 
emprisoner

 , from 
em-

 ‘in’ + 
prison

 .





imprisoned

 
/imˈpriz(ə)nd/






adjective




kept in prison: captive




•
 
an imprisoned dissident.



















imprisonment

 
/imˈpriz(ə)nmənt/






noun




the state of being imprisoned; captivity




•
 
he was sentenced to two months' imprisonment.



















improbability

 
/imˌpräbəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being improbable; unlikelihood




•
 
his belief in the improbability of war in Europe.










2.
 
an improbable event




•
 
the film is full of improbabilities.



















improbable

 
/imˈpräbəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not likely to be true or to happen




•
 
this account of events was seen by the jury as most improbable.










2.
 
unexpected and apparently inauthentic




•
 
the characters have improbable names.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
improbabilis

 ‘hard to prove,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
probabilis

 (see probable
 ).





improbably

 
/imˈpräbəblē/






adverb




in an unexpected or unlikely manner




•
 
monasteries perch improbably on crags and cliff tops




•
 
a barbecue lunch including, improbably, a jar of caviar each




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a geekish schoolteacher's improbably beautiful wife.



















improbity

 
/imˈprōbədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 wickedness or dishonesty.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
improbitas

 , from 
improbus

 ‘wicked,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
probus

 ‘good.’ Compare with probity
 .





impromptu

 
/imˈpräm(p)ˌt(y)o͞o/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




done without being planned, organized, or rehearsed


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an impromptu press conference




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he spoke impromptu.














II.
 
noun




a short piece of instrumental music, especially a solo, that is reminiscent of an improvisation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adverb): from French, from Latin 
in promptu

 ‘in readiness,’ from 
promptus

 (see prompt
 ).






improper

 
/imˈpräpər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in accordance with accepted rules or standards, especially of morality or honesty




•
 
he was accused of improper behavior in his business dealings.










2.
 
lacking in modesty or decency




•
 
it was thought improper for elderly women to wear bright colors.










3.
 
incorrect; inaccurate




•
 
the flickering lights were due to an improper connection.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
impropre

 or Latin 
improprius

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
proprius

 ‘one's own, proper.’





improper fraction

 
/imˈpräpər ˈˌfrakSHən/






noun




a fraction in which the numerator is greater than the denominator, such as 5/4.













improperly

 
/imˈpräpərlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner not in accordance with accepted standards, especially of morality or honesty




•
 
councilors acted improperly in releasing the draft document




•
 
evidence is inadmissible if it is improperly obtained.










2.
 
in a way that lacks modesty or decency




•
 
the young woman is improperly attired with a sleeveless, low-necked dress.



















impropriate

 
/imˈprōprēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
impropriated

 )


1.
 
grant (an ecclesiastical benefice) to a corporation or person as their property.




2.
 
place (tithes or ecclesiastical property) in lay hands.








II.
 
derivatives





impropriation

 
/imˌprōprēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Anglo-Latin 
impropriat-

 ‘appropriated,’ from the verb 
impropriare

 , based on Latin 
proprius

 ‘one's own, proper.’





impropriator

 
/imˈprōprēˌādər/






noun




a person to whom a benefice is granted as their property.













impropriety

 
/ˌimprəˈprīədē/





I.
 
noun




a failure to observe standards or show due honesty or modesty; improper language, behavior, or character




•
 
she was scandalized at the impropriety of the question




•
 
there are no demonstrable legal improprieties.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (also in the sense ‘inaccuracy, incorrectness’): from French 
impropriété

 or Latin 
improprietas

 , from 
improprius

 (see improper
 ).





improv

 
/ˈimpräv/






noun






‹informal›

 improvisation, especially as a theatrical technique.














improve

 
/imˈpro͞ov/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become better


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we’ve used technology to improve relations with customers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
improved

 )
 
improved road and rail links




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his condition improved after glass was removed from his arm.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — develop or increase in mental capacity by education or experience




•
 
I subscribed to two magazines to improve my mind.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
improve on/upon

 )
 — achieve or produce something better than




•
 
they are trying to improve on the tired old style.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
improvability

 
/imˌpro͞ovəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
improvable

 
/imˈpro͞ovəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
improver

 
/imˈpro͞ovər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as 
emprowe

 or 
improwe

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
emprower

 (based on Old French 
prou

 ‘profit,’ ultimately from Latin 
prodest

 ‘is of advantage’); 
-owe

 was changed to 
-ove

 under the influence of prove
 . The original sense was ‘make a profit, increase the value of’; subsequently ‘make greater in amount or degree.’





improvement

 
/imˈpro͞ovmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an example or instance of improving or being improved




•
 
an improvement in East–West relations.










2.
 
the action of improving or being improved




•
 
there's still 
room for improvement

 .










3.
 
a thing that makes something better or is better than something else




•
 
home improvements




•
 
it's an 
improvement on

 the last cake I made.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
emprowement

 (in the sense ‘profitable management or use; profit’), from Anglo-Norman French, from 
emprower

 (see improve
 ).





improvident

 
/ˌimˈprävəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing foresight; spendthrift or thoughtless




•
 
improvident and undisciplined behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
improvidence

 
/imˈprävəd(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
improvidently

 
/imˈprävəd(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb





















improvisation

 
/imˌprävəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of improvising.




•
 
she specializes in improvisation on the piano.










2.
 
something that is improvised, especially a piece of music, drama, etc., created without preparation




•
 
free-form jazz improvisations.



















improvisational

 
/imˌprävəˈzāSH(ə)nl/






adjective




relating to or characterized by spontaneous performance, especially in music or drama




•
 
the improvisational style of jazz




•
 
an improvisational comedian.



















improvise

 
/ˈimprəˌvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create and perform (music, drama, or verse) spontaneously or without preparation




•
 
the ability to improvise operatic arias in any given style




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was improvising to a backing of guitar chords.










2.
 
produce or make (something) from whatever is available




•
 
I improvised a costume for myself out of an old blue dress.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
improvisatory

 
/imˈprävizəˌtôrē /






adjective













2.
 
improviser

 
/ˈimprəˌvīzər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier (late 18th cent.) as 
improvisation

 ): from French 
improviser

 or its source, Italian 
improvvisare

 , from 
improvviso

 ‘extempore,’ from Latin 
improvisus

 ‘unforeseen,’ based on 
provisus

 , past participle of 
providere

 ‘make preparation for.’





improvised

 
/ˈimprəˌvīzd/






adjective



1.
 
created and performed spontaneously or without preparation; impromptu




•
 
an improvised short speech.










2.
 
done or made using whatever is available; makeshift




•
 
we slept on improvised beds.



















imprudent

 
/imˈpro͞odnt/





I.
 
adjective




not showing care for the consequences of an action; rash




•
 
it would be imprudent to leave her winter coat behind.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imprudence

 
/imˈpro͞odns /






noun













2.
 
imprudently

 
/imˈpro͞od(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
imprudent-

 ‘not foreseeing,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
prudent-

 (see prudent
 ).





impudence

 
/ˈimpyədəns/






noun




the quality of being impudent; impertinence




•
 
his arrogance and impudence had offended many.



















impudent

 
/ˈimpyəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




not showing due respect for another person; impertinent




•
 
he could have strangled this impudent upstart.














II.
 
derivatives





impudently

 
/ˈimpyəd(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘immodest, indelicate’): from Latin 
impudent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
pudent-

 ‘ashamed, modest’ (from 
pudere

 ‘be ashamed’).





impudicity

 
/ˌimpyəˈdisədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 lack of modesty.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
impudicité

 , from Latin 
impudicitia

 , from 
impudicus

 ‘shameless,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
pudere

 ‘be ashamed.’





impugn

 
/imˈpyo͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dispute the truth, validity, or honesty of (a statement or motive); call into question




•
 
the father does not impugn her capacity as a good mother.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impugnable

 
/imˈpyo͞onəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
impugnment

 
/imˈpyo͞onmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘assault, attack physically’): from Latin 
impugnare

 ‘assail,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
pugnare

 ‘fight.’





impuissant

 
/imˈpwisənt imˈpyo͞oəsənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 unable to take effective action; powerless.








II.
 
derivatives





impuissance

 
/imˈpwis(ə)ns imˈpyo͞oəs(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, from 
im-

 ‘not’ + 
puissant

 ‘powerful.’






impulse

 
/ˈimˌpəls/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden strong and unreflective urge or desire to act




•
 
I had an almost irresistible impulse to giggle.










2.
 
the tendency to act impulsively




•
 
he was a man of impulse, not premeditation.










3.
 
a driving or motivating force; an impetus




•
 
an added impulse to this process of renewal.










4.
 
a pulse of electrical energy; a brief current




•
 
nerve impulses




•
 
a spiral is used to convert radio waves into electrical impulses.










5.
 


[Physics]

 a force acting briefly on a body and producing a finite change of momentum.




6.
 
a change of momentum so produced, equivalent to the average value of the force multiplied by the time during which it acts.








II.
 
phrases





on impulse (or on an impulse)






suddenly and without forethought; impulsively.















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘give an impulse to’): the verb from Latin 
impuls-

 ‘driven on,’ the noun from 
impulsus

 ‘impulsion, outward pressure,’ both from the verb 
impellere

 (see impel
 ).





impulse buying

 
//






noun




the buying of goods without planning to do so in advance, as a result of a sudden whim or impulse.













impulsion

 
/imˈpəlSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong urge to do something; an impulse




•
 
the impulsion of the singers to govern the pace.










2.
 
the force or motive behind an action or process




•
 
attitudes changed under the impulsion of humanitarian considerations.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the act or an instance of impelling’): via Old French from Latin 
impulsio(n-)

 , from the verb 
impellere

 (see impel
 ).





impulsive

 
/imˈpəlsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
acting or done without forethought




•
 
they had married as young impulsive teenagers




•
 
perhaps he's regretting his impulsive offer.










2.
 


[Physics]

 acting as an impulse.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impulsiveness

 
/imˈpəlsivnis /






noun













2.
 
impulsivity

 
/ˌimˌpəlˈsivitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘tending to impel’): from French 
impulsif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
impulsivus

 , from Latin 
impuls-

 ‘driven onward’ (see impulse
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





impulsively

 
/imˈpəlsəvlē/






adverb




without forethought; on impulse




•
 
avoid reacting impulsively to events around you




•
 
I impulsively grabbed her wrist.



















impunity

 
/imˈpyo͞onədē/





I.
 
noun




exemption from punishment or freedom from the injurious consequences of an action




•
 
the impunity enjoyed by military officers implicated in civilian killings




•
 
protesters burned flags on the streets 
with impunity

 .

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
impunitas

 , from 
impunis

 ‘unpunished,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
poena

 ‘penalty’ or 
punire

 ‘punish.’






impure

 
/imˈpyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
mixed with foreign matter; adulterated




•
 
bullets cast from an impure lead.










2.
 
dirty




•
 
a parasite that thrives in impure water.










3.
 
(of a color) mixed with another color.




4.
 
morally wrong, especially in sexual matters




•
 
citizens suspected of harboring impure thoughts.










5.
 
defiled or contaminated according to ritual prescriptions




•
 
the perception of woman as impure.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
impurely

 
/imˈpyo͝orlē /






adverb













2.
 
impureness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dirty, containing offensive matter’): from Latin 
impurus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
purus

 ‘pure.’





impurity

 
/imˈpyo͝orədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being impure.




2.
 
a thing or constituent that impairs the purity of something




•
 
aluminum and lead are impurities frequently found in tap water.










3.
 


[Electronics]

 a trace element deliberately added to a semiconductor; a dopant.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
impurité

 or Latin 
impuritas

 , from 
impurus

 (see impure
 ).





impute

 
/imˈpyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (something, especially something undesirable) as being done, caused, or possessed by someone; attribute




•
 
the crimes 
imputed to

 Richard.










2.
 


[Finance]

 assign (a value) to something by inference from the value of the products or processes to which it contributes


(as 
adj.

 
imputed

 )


•
 
recovering the initial outlay plus imputed interest.










3.
 


[Theology]

 ascribe (righteousness, guilt, etc.) to someone by virtue of a similar quality in another




•
 
Christ's righteousness has been imputed to us.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
imputable

 
/imˈpyo͞odəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
imputation

 
/ˌimpyəˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
imputer

 , from Latin 
imputare

 ‘enter in the account,’ from 
in-

 ‘in, toward’ + 
putare

 ‘reckon.’






Imroz

 
/əmˈrôz/






Turkish name of Imbros
 .









imu

 
/ˈēmo͞o/





I.
 
noun




(in Hawaii) an underground oven in which meat and vegetables are cooked, traditionally by means of heated stones covered with vegetation




•
 
kalua pig is usually the centerpiece of a Hawaiian luau, where it is cooked in an imu.

















– origin

 Hawaiian.






in

 
/in/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
expressing the situation of something that is or appears to be enclosed or surrounded by something else




•
 
living in Deep River




•
 
dressed in their Sunday best




•
 
soak it in warm soapy water




•
 
she saw it in the rearview mirror.










2.
 
expressing motion with the result that something ends up within or surrounded by something else




•
 
don't put dye in the bathtub




•
 
he got in his car and drove off.










3.
 
expressing a period of time during which an event takes place or a situation remains the case




•
 
they met in 1885




•
 
at one o'clock in the morning




•
 
I hadn't seen him in years.










4.
 
expressing the length of time before a future event is expected to take place




•
 
I'll see you in fifteen minutes.










5.
 
(often followed by a noun without a determiner) expressing a state or condition




•
 
to be in love




•
 
I've got to put my affairs in order




•
 
a woman in her thirties




•
 
laid out in a straight line.










6.
 
indicating the quality or aspect with respect to which a judgment is made




•
 
no discernible difference in quality.










7.
 
expressing inclusion or involvement




•
 
I read it in a book




•
 
acting in a film.










8.
 
indicating someone's occupation or profession




•
 
she works in publishing.










9.
 
indicating the language or medium used




•
 
say it in Polish




•
 
put it in writing.










10.
 
indicating the key in which a piece of music is written




•
 
Mozart's Piano Concerto in E flat.










11.
 
[with 
verbal noun

 ]
 — as an integral part of (an activity)




•
 
in planning public expenditure it is better to be prudent.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
expressing movement with the result that someone or something becomes enclosed or surrounded by something else




•
 
come in




•
 
bring it in




•
 
presently the admiral breezed in.










2.
 
expressing the situation of being enclosed or surrounded by something




•
 
we were locked in.










3.
 
expressing arrival at a destination




•
 
the train got in very late.










4.
 
(of the tide) rising or at its highest level.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 (of an infielder or outfielder) playing closer to home plate than usual




•
 
looking for a force, they brought the infield in.










6.
 
(of a pitch) very close to the batter




•
 
he threw a fastball in and up a little.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) present at one's home or office




•
 
we knocked at the door but there was no one in.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fashionable




•
 
pastels and light colors are in this year




•
 
the in thing to do.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of the ball in tennis and similar games) landing within the designated playing area.








IV.
 
noun




a position of influence




•
 
he would ensure an in with the nominee.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in for





a.
 
have good reason to expect (typically something unpleasant)




•
 
it looks as if we're in for a storm.










b.
 
(
be in for it

 )
 — have good reason to expect trouble or retribution.









2.
 
have (got) it in for






see have
 .









3.
 
in all






see all
 .









4.
 
in and out of






being a frequent visitor to (a house) or frequent inmate of (an institution)




•
 
he was in and out of jail for most of his twenties.















5.
 
in on






privy to (a secret)




•
 
they were in on the conspiracy.















6.
 
in so far as






see insofar
 .









7.
 
in that






for the reason that (used to specify the respect in which a statement is true)




•
 
I was fortunate in that I had friends.















8.
 
in with








‹informal›

 enjoying friendly relations with




•
 
I was in demand because I was in with the right people.















9.
 
the ins and outs








‹informal›

 all the details (of something).















– origin

 Old English 
in

 (preposition), 
inn

 , 
inne

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
in

 (preposition), German 
ein

 (adverb), from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
in

 and Greek 
en

 .





In






symbol




the chemical element indium.













IN






abbreviation




Indiana (in official postal use).













in.






abbreviation




inch(es).














in-1






I.
 
prefix



1.
 
(added to adjectives) not




•
 
inanimate




•
 
intolerant.










2.
 
(added to nouns) without; lacking




•
 
inadvertence




•
 
inappreciation.

















– origin

 from Latin. / 
usage:

 The prefix 
in-

 (as defined for both in-
 1
 above and in-
 2
 below) is also found assimilated in the following forms: 
il-

 before 
l

 ; 
im-

 before 
b

 , 
m

 , or 
p

 ; 
ir-

 before 
r

 .






in-2






I.
 
prefix




in; into; toward; within




•
 
induce




•
 
influx




•
 
inborn.

















– origin

 representing in
 or the Latin preposition 
in

 .






-in1






I.
 
suffix






[Chemistry]

 forming names of organic compounds, pharmaceutical products, proteins, etc.




•
 
insulin




•
 
penicillin




•
 
dioxin.

















– origin

 alteration of -ine
 4
 .





-in2







combining form




denoting a gathering of people having a common purpose, typically as a form of protest




•
 
sit-in




•
 
sleep-in




•
 
love-in.




















-ina





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting feminine names and titles




•
 
czarina.










2.
 
denoting names of musical instruments




•
 
concertina.










3.
 
denoting names of plant and animal groups




•
 
globigerina.

















– origin

 from Italian, Spanish, or Latin.





inability

 
/ˌinəˈbilədē/






noun

 — [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
the state of being unable to do something




•
 
his inability to accept new ideas




•
 
the inability of the soldiers to understand an alien culture.



















in absentia

 
/ˌin əbˈsenSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
adverb




while not present at the event being referred to




•
 
two foreign suspects will be tried 
in absentia

 .

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in absence.’





inaccessible

 
/ˌinakˈsesəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be reached




•
 
a remote and inaccessible cave.










2.
 
unable to be used




•
 
such costs would make litigation 
inaccessible to

 private individuals.










3.
 
(of language or an artistic work) difficult to understand or appreciate.




4.
 
(of a person) not open to advances or influence; unapproachable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inaccessibility

 
/ˌinaksesəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inaccessibly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from late Latin 
inaccessibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
accessibilis

 (see accessible
 ).





inaccuracy

 
/inˈakyərəsē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of not being accurate




•
 
a weapon of notorious inaccuracy.










2.
 
an aspect of something that is not accurate




•
 
reference works full of inaccuracies.



















inaccurate

 
/inˈakyərət/






adjective




not accurate




•
 
false or inaccurate descriptions of goods




•
 
a forecast that proved wildly inaccurate.



















inaccurately

 
/inˈakyərətlē/






adverb




in an incorrect or inexact manner




•
 
the bank has been fined for inaccurately reporting stock market trades.



















inaction

 
/inˈakSH(ə)n/






noun




lack of action where some is expected or appropriate




•
 
future generations will condemn us for inaction.



















inactivate

 
/inˈaktəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make inactive or inoperative




•
 
household bleach does not inactivate the virus




•
 (as 
adj.

 
inactivated

 )
 
an inactivated polio vaccine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inactivation

 
/inˌaktəˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
inactivator

 
/-ˌvātər /






noun





















inactive

 
/inˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not engaging in or involving any or much physical activity




•
 
an inactive lifestyle.










2.
 
not working; inoperative




•
 
the device remains inactive while the computer is started up.










3.
 
not engaging in political or other activity




•
 
an inactive Russian spy.










4.
 
having no chemical or biological effect




•
 
the inactive X chromosome.










5.
 
(of a disease) not exhibiting symptoms.








II.
 
derivatives





inactively

 
/inˈaktivlē /






adverb





















inactivity

 
/inakˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being inactive; idleness




•
 
don't suddenly take up vigorous exercise after years of inactivity.










2.
 
reluctance to take action; apathy




•
 
people are frustrated with government inactivity.



















inadequacy

 
/inˈadikwəsē/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being inadequate; lack of the quantity or quality required




•
 
the inadequacy of available resources.










2.
 
inability to deal with a situation or with life




•
 
her feelings of personal inadequacy.



















inadequate

 
/inˈadikwət/






adjective



1.
 
lacking the quality or quantity required; insufficient for a purpose




•
 
these labels prove to be wholly inadequate




•
 
inadequate funding.










2.
 
(of a person) unable to deal with a situation or with life




•
 
a sad, solitary, inadequate man




•
 
I felt like a fraud, 
inadequate to

 the task.



















inadequately

 
/inˈadikwətlē/






adverb




in a way that lacks the quality or quantity required; unsatisfactorily




•
 
a hastily trained, inadequately equipped army.



















inadmissible

 
/ˌinədˈmisəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of evidence in court) not accepted as valid.




2.
 
not to be allowed or tolerated




•
 
an inadmissible interference in the affairs of the Church.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inadmissibility

 
/ˌinədˌmisəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inadmissibly






adverb





















inadvertent

 
/ˌinədˈvərtnt/





I.
 
adjective




not resulting from or achieved through deliberate planning




•
 
an inadvertent administrative error occurred that resulted in an overpayment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inadvertence

 
/ˌinədˈvərtns ˌinədˈvərd(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
inadvertency






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + Latin 
advertent-

 ‘turning the mind to’ (from the verb 
advertere

 ). The noun 
inadvertence

 dates from late Middle English.





inadvertently

 
/ˌinədˈvərtn(t)lē/






adverb




without intention; accidentally




•
 
his name had been inadvertently omitted from the list.



















inadvisable

 
/ˌinədˈvīzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




likely to have unfortunate consequences; unwise


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
it would be inadvisable to involve more than one architect.














II.
 
derivatives





inadvisability

 
/ˌinədˌvīzəˈbilədē /






noun






















inalienable

 
/inˈālēənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be taken away from or given away by the possessor




•
 
freedom of religion, the most inalienable of all human rights.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inalienability

 
/inˌālēənəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inalienably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















inalterable

 
/inˈôltərəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be changed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inalterability

 
/inˌôlt(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inalterably

 
/inˈôlt(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















inamorata

 
/iˌnaməˈrädə/





I.
 
noun




a person's female lover.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Italian, literally ‘enamored,’ feminine of 
inamorato

 (see inamorato
 ).






inamorato

 
/iˌnaməˈrädō/





I.
 
noun




a person's male lover.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Italian, literally ‘enamored,’ past participle of the verb 
inamorare

 (now 
innamorare

 ), based on Latin 
amor

 ‘love.’





in-and-out

 
/ˌinənˈout/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 involving inward and outward movement, especially rapid entrance and exit




•
 
smuggling drugs was a quick in-and-out operation.










2.
 


‹informal›

 inconsistent and unreliable




•
 
this horse is a notoriously in-and-out performer.



















inane

 
/iˈnān/





I.
 
adjective




silly; stupid




•
 
don't constantly badger people with inane questions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inanely

 
/iˈnānlē /






adverb













2.
 
inaneness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
inanis

 ‘empty, vain.’






inanimate

 
/inˈanəmət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not alive, especially not in the manner of animals and humans




•
 
inanimate objects like stones.










2.
 
showing no sign of life; lifeless




•
 
he was completely inanimate, and it was difficult to see if he was breathing.














II.
 
derivatives





inanimately






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
inanimatus

 ‘lifeless,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
animatus

 (see animate
 ).





inanition

 
/ˌinəˈniSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of mental or spiritual vigor and enthusiasm




•
 
she was thinking that old age bred inanition.










2.
 
exhaustion caused by lack of nourishment.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
inanitio(n-)

 , from Latin 
inanire

 ‘make empty,’ from 
inanis

 ‘empty, vain.’





inanity

 
/iˈnanədē/






noun



1.
 
a nonsensical remark or action




•
 
they utter whatever inanities will get them elected.










2.
 
lack of sense or meaning; silliness




•
 
he commented on the breathtaking inanity of the board's decision.



















in-app






adjective




(especially of a purchase) made or available from within a particular app on a mobile device, without the need to visit a separate online site




•
 
50 percent of profits from in-app purchases go directly to the non-profit organization




•
 
in-app purchasing is optional within many of these games




•
 
the new version adds in-app video playback.



















inapparent

 
/ˌinəˈperənt/






adjective






[Medicine]

 causing no noticeable signs or symptoms




•
 
clinically inapparent hepatitis.



















inappetence

 
/inˈapədəns/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Veterinary Medicine]

 lack of appetite.








II.
 
derivatives





inappetent






adjective





















inapplicable

 
/inˈapləkəb(ə)l inəˈplikəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not relevant or appropriate




•
 
the details are likely to be 
inapplicable to

 other designs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inapplicability

 
/ˌinˌaplikəˈbilədē inəˌplikəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inapplicably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















inapposite

 
/inˈapəzit/





I.
 
adjective




out of place; inappropriate




•
 
the Shakespearean allusions are inapposite.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inappositely

 
/inˈapəzətlē /






adverb













2.
 
inappositeness






noun





















inappreciable

 
/ˌinəˈprēSH(ē)əbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too small or insignificant to be valued or perceived




•
 
they are few in number and those numbers are inappreciable.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 too valuable to be properly estimated.








II.
 
derivatives





inappreciably

 
/ˌinəˌprēSH(ē)əˈbilədē /






adverb





















inappreciative

 
/ˌinəˈprēSH(ē)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective




another term for unappreciative
 .








II.
 
derivatives





inappreciation

 
/ˌinəˌprēSHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun





















inappropriate

 
/ˌinəˈprōprēət/





I.
 
adjective




not suitable or proper in the circumstances




•
 
there are penalties for inappropriate behavior




•
 
it would be inappropriate for me to comment.














II.
 
derivatives





inappropriateness

 
/ˌinəˈprōprēətnəs /






noun





















inappropriately

 
/ˌinəˈprōprēətlē/






adverb




in a manner that is not suitable or proper in the circumstances




•
 
I deny that I have behaved inappropriately




•
 
pupils dressed inappropriately will be disciplined.



















inapt

 
/iˈnapt/





I.
 
adjective




not suitable or appropriate in the circumstances




•
 
a more inapt name I cannot imagine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inaptitude

 
/iˈnaptit(y)o͞od /






noun













2.
 
inaptly

 
/iˈnaptlē /






adverb





















inarch

 
/inˈärCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Horticulture]

 graft (a plant) by connecting a growing branch without separating it from its parent stock.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (formerly also as 
enarch

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + the verb arch
 1
 .





inarguable

 
/ˌinˈärɡyo͞oəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




another term for unarguable
 .








II.
 
derivatives





inarguably






adverb





















inarticulate

 
/ˌinärˈtikyələt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to speak distinctly or express oneself clearly




•
 
he was inarticulate with abashment and regret.










2.
 
not clearly expressed or pronounced




•
 
inarticulate complaints of inadequate remuneration.










3.
 
not expressed; unspoken




•
 
mention of her mother filled her with inarticulate irritation.










4.
 
without joints or articulations.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 denoting a brachiopod in which the valves of the shell have no hinge and are held together by muscles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inarticulacy

 
/-ləsē /






noun













2.
 
inarticulately

 
/ˌinärˈtikyələtlē /






adverb













3.
 
inarticulateness

 
/ˌinärˈtikyələtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + the adjective articulate
 ; the sense ‘not clearly pronounced’ corresponds to that of late Latin 
inarticulatus

 .





inartistic

 
/ˌinärˈtistik/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a lack of skill or talent in art.








II.
 
derivatives





inartistically






adverb





















inasmuch

 
/ˌinəzˈməCH/





I.
 
adverb

 — (
inasmuch as

 )


1.
 
to the extent that; insofar as




•
 
these provisions apply only inasmuch as trade between Member States is affected.










2.
 
considering that; since (used to specify the respect in which a statement is true)




•
 
it was not really a still life inasmuch as all the objects were in motion.

















– origin

 Middle English: originally as 
in as much

 , translating Old French 
en tant (que

 ) ‘in so much (as).’





inattention

 
/ˌinəˈten(t)SH(ə)n/






noun




lack of attention; distraction




•
 
a moment of inattention that could have cost lives.



















inattentive

 
/ˌinəˈten(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not paying attention to something




•
 
a particularly dull and inattentive student.










2.
 
failing to attend to the comfort or wishes of others




•
 
I was disappointed by the food and the inattentive service.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inattentively

 
/ˌinəˈten(t)ivlē /






adverb













2.
 
inattentiveness

 
/ˌinəˈten(t)ivnəs /






noun





















inaudible

 
/ˌinˈôdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be heard




•
 
inaudible pulses of high-frequency sound.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inaudibility

 
/inˌôdəˈblilədē /






noun













2.
 
inaudibly

 
/inˈôdəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin
inaudibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
audibilis

 (see audible
 ).





inaugural

 
/inˈôɡ(y)ərəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
marking the beginning of an institution, activity, or period of office




•
 
his inaugural concert as music director.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an inaugural speech, especially one made by an incoming US president.




2.
 
an inaugural ceremony




•
 
the ball before the inaugural.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French (from 
inaugurer

 ‘inaugurate,’ from Latin 
inaugurare

 ) + -al
 .





inaugurate

 
/iˈnôɡ(y)əˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
begin or introduce (a system, policy, or period)




•
 
he inaugurated a new policy of trade and exploration.










2.
 
admit (someone) formally to public office




•
 
the new president will be inaugurated on January 20.










3.
 
mark the beginning or first public use of (an organization or project)




•
 
the museum was inaugurated on September 12.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inaugurator

 
/iˈnôɡ(y)əˌrādər /






noun













2.
 
inauguratory

 
/iˈnôɡ(y)ərəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
inaugurat-

 ‘interpreted as omens (from the flight of birds),’ based on 
augurare

 ‘to augur.’





inauguration

 
/iˌnôɡ(y)əˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the beginning or introduction of a system, policy, or period




•
 
the inauguration of an independent prosecution service.










2.
 
the formal admission of someone to office




•
 
Truman's second presidential inauguration.










3.
 
a ceremony to mark the beginning of something




•
 
the inauguration of the Modern Art Museum.



















inauspicious

 
/ˌinôˈspiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not conducive to success; unpromising




•
 
it was an inauspicious beginning to the long and complex entanglement.










2.
 
unlucky.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inauspiciously

 
/ˌinôˈspiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
inauspiciousness






noun





















inauthentic

 
/ˌinôˈTHen(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in fact what it is said to be




•
 
the Holy Shroud of Turin is thought to have been proved inauthentic by radiocarbon dating.










2.
 
not genuinely belonging to a style or period




•
 
baroque harpsichord pieces played on the decidedly inauthentic modern Steinway.










3.
 
lacking full reality or sincerity




•
 
people close to death could not waste time being inauthentic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inauthentically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
inauthenticity

 
/-ôTHənˈtisitē /






noun





















inbd.






abbreviation




inboard.













in-between

 
/ˌinbəˈˌtwēn /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




situated somewhere between two extremes or recognized categories; intermediate




•
 
I am not unconscious, but in some in-between state.














II.
 
noun




an intermediate thing




•
 
successes, failures and in-betweens.














III.
 
derivatives





in-betweener






noun





















inboard

 
/ˈinbôrd/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
within a ship, aircraft, or vehicle


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the spray was coming inboard now




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the uncovered inboard engine.










2.
 
toward the center of a ship, aircraft, or vehicle


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
move the clew inboard along the boom




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the inboard ailerons on the wings were dead.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a boat's engine housed inside its hull.




2.
 
a boat with an inboard engine.













inborn

 
/ˌinˈbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
existing from birth




•
 
an inborn defect in the formation of collagen.










2.
 
natural to a person or animal




•
 
people think doctors have inborn compassion.



















inbound

 
/ˈinbound/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




traveling toward a particular place, especially when returning to the original point of departure


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
inbound traffic




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
we have three enemy planes inbound on bearing two ninety.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Basketball]

 throw (the ball) from out of bounds, putting it into play.













inbounds

 
/ˈinboundz/






adjective






[Basketball]

 denoting or relating to a throw that puts the ball into play from out of bounds




•
 
an inbounds pass.



















inbox

 
/ˈinbäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an electronic folder in which emails received by an individual are held.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a box or tray on a person's desk for letters and documents that have to be dealt with.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 send a private message or an email to (someone, typically another member of a social networking website or Internet message board)




•
 
I'll inbox you on Facebook when I get home




•
 [with two 
objs

 ]
 
could everyone please inbox me their numbers?



















inbreathe

 
/ˌinˈbrēT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 breathe in or absorb




•
 
he felt himself inbreathing power from on high.



















inbred

 
/ˈinbred/






adjective



1.
 
produced by inbreeding




•
 
a classic inbred Englishman.










2.
 
existing in a person, animal, or plant from birth; congenital




•
 
inbred disease resistance in crops.



















inbreed

 
/ˈinbrēd/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
inbreeding

 )


1.
 
breed from closely related people or animals, especially over many generations




•
 
persistent inbreeding has produced an unusually high frequency of sufferers from this disease.



















inbuilt

 
/ˈinˌbilt/






adjective




existing as an original or essential part of something or someone




•
 
the body's inbuilt ability to heal itself.



















Inc.

 
/iNGk/






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 incorporated




•
 
Northeast Airlines Inc.










2.
 
(also 
inc.

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 incomplete.













inca

 
/ˈiNGkə/






noun




a South American hummingbird having mainly blackish or bronze-colored plumage with one or two white breast patches.

[Genus 
Coeligena

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : four species.]













Inca

 
/ˈiNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a South American Indian people living in the central Andes before the Spanish conquest.

The Incas arrived in the Cuzco valley in Peru 
c.

 
AD

 1200. When the Spanish invaded in the early 1530s, the Inca empire covered most of modern Ecuador and Peru, much of Bolivia, and parts of Argentina and Chile. Inca technology and architecture were highly developed. Their descendants, speaking Quechua, still make up about half of Peru's population.




2.
 
the supreme ruler of the Inca.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Incaic

 
/inˈkāik, iNG- /






adjective













2.
 
Incan






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: the name in Quechua, literally ‘lord, royal person.’





incalculable

 
/inˈkalkyələb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too great to be calculated or estimated




•
 
an archive of incalculable value.










2.
 
not able to be calculated or estimated




•
 
the cost is incalculable but colossal.










3.
 
(of a person or their character) unpredictable




•
 
under the pressure of anxiety his temper became incalculable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incalculability

 
/ˈˌiNGˌkalkyələˈbilədē ənˌkalkyələˈbilədē ˈˌinˌkalkyələˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incalculably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















in camera

 
/ˌin ˈkam(ə)rə/






adverb




see camera
 2
 .













incandesce

 
/ˌinkənˈdes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
glow with heat




•
 
the lights of the town lay incandescing across the prairie.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from incandescent
 .






incandescent

 
/ˌinkənˈdes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
emitting light as a result of being heated




•
 
plumes of incandescent liquid rock.










2.
 
(of an electric light) containing a filament that glows white-hot when heated by a current passed through it.




3.
 
passionate or brilliant




•
 
Mravinsky's incandescent performance of Siegfried's Funeral March.










4.
 
extremely angry




•
 
she was incandescent at the way the IRS acted.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incandescence

 
/ˌinkənˈdesns ˌiNGkənˈdesns /






noun













2.
 
incandescently






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
incandescent-

 ‘glowing,’ from the verb 
incandescere

 , from 
in-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
candescere

 ‘become white’ (from 
candidus

 ‘white’).






incant

 
/inˈkant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
chant or intone




•
 
priests were incanting psalms around her body.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘use enchantment on’): from Latin 
incantare

 ‘to chant, charm,’ from 
in-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
cantare

 ‘sing.’ The current sense dates from the mid 20th cent.





incantation

 
/ˌinkanˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of words said as a magic spell or charm




•
 
an incantation to raise the dead.










2.
 
the use of words as a magic spell




•
 
there was no magic in such incantation




•
 
incantations of old slogans.














II.
 
derivatives





incantatory

 
/-ˈkantəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
incantatio(n-)

 , from 
incantare

 ‘chant, bewitch’ (see incant
 ).





incapable

 
/ˌinˈkāpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(
incapable of

 )
 — unable to do or achieve (something)




•
 
Wilson blushed and was incapable of speech.










2.
 
not allowing the possibility of (a particular action)




•
 
with the battery removed, the car was incapable of being driven.










3.
 
(of a person) too caring or moral to do (something)




•
 
a man incapable of any kind of prejudice.










4.
 
unable to behave rationally or manage one's affairs; incompetent




•
 
the pilot may become incapable from the lack of oxygen.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incapability

 
/inˌkāpəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incapably






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
incapabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
capabilis

 (see capable
 ).





incapacitate

 
/ˌinkəˈpasəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent from functioning in a normal way




•
 
he was incapacitated by a heart attack.










2.
 


[Law]

 deprive (someone) of their legal capacity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incapacitant

 
/-ˈpasətnt /






noun













2.
 
incapacitation

 
/ˌinkəˌpasəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from incapacity
 + -ate
 3
 .





incapacitated

 
/ˌinkəˈpasəˌtādəd/






adjective




deprived of strength or power; debilitated




•
 
Richard was temporarily incapacitated.




















incapacity

 
/ˌinkəˈpasədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical or mental inability to do something or to manage one's affairs




•
 
they can be fired only for incapacity or misbehavior.










2.
 
legal disqualification




•
 
they are not subject to any legal incapacity.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
incapacité

 or late Latin 
incapacitas

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
capacitas

 (see capacity
 ).





incarcerate

 
/inˈkärsəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imprison or confine




•
 
many are incarcerated for property offenses.














II.
 
derivatives





incarcerator

 
/inˈkärsəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
incarceration

 ): from medieval Latin 
incarcerat-

 ‘imprisoned,’ from the verb 
incarcerare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + Latin 
carcer

 ‘prison.’





incarceration

 
/inˌkärsəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the state of being confined in prison; imprisonment




•
 
the public would not be served by her incarceration.



















incarnadine

 
/inˈkärnədīn /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun




a bright crimson or pinkish-red color.








II.
 
adjective




of a crimson or pinkish-red color.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
color (something) a bright crimson or pinkish-red.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
incarnadin(e

 ), from Italian 
incarnadino

 , variant of 
incarnatino

 ‘flesh color,’ based on Latin 
incarnare

 (see incarnate
 ).






incarnate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/inˈkärnət inˈkärˌnāt /
 [often 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a deity or spirit) embodied in flesh; in human form




•
 
God incarnate




•
 
he chose to be incarnate as a man.










2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — represented in the ultimate or most extreme form




•
 
here is capitalism incarnate.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈinˌkärnˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
embody or represent (a deity or spirit) in human form




•
 
the idea that God incarnates himself in man.










2.
 
put (an idea or other abstract concept) into concrete form




•
 
a desire to make things which will incarnate their personality.










3.
 
(of a person) be the living embodiment of (a quality)




•
 
the man who incarnates the suffering which has affected every single Mozambican.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
incarnat-

 ‘made flesh,’ from the verb 
incarnare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
caro

 , 
carn-

 ‘flesh.’





incarnation

 
/ˌinkärˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who embodies in the flesh a deity, spirit, or abstract quality




•
 
Rama was Vishnu's incarnation on earth.










2.
 
(
the Incarnation

 )
 — (in Christian theology) the embodiment of God the Son in human flesh as Jesus Christ.




3.
 
(with reference to reincarnation) one of a series of lifetimes that a person spends on earth




•
 
in my next incarnation, I'd like to be the Secretary of Fun.










4.
 
the form in which a person spends an incarnation.











– origin

 Middle English (as a term in Christian theology): via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
incarnatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
incarnare

 (see incarnate
 ).





incautious

 
/inˈkôSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




heedless of potential problems or risks




•
 
he blames incautious borrowing during the boom.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incaution






noun













2.
 
incautiously

 
/inˈkôSHəslē /






adverb













3.
 
incautiousness

 
/inˈkôSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: on the pattern of Latin 
incautus

 .





incendiary

 
/inˈsendēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a device or attack) designed to cause fires




•
 
incendiary grenades.










2.
 
tending to stir up conflict




•
 
incendiary rhetoric




•
 
an incendiary slogan.










3.
 
very exciting




•
 
an incendiary live performer.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an incendiary bomb or device.




2.
 
a person who starts fires, especially in a military context.




3.
 
a person who stirs up conflict.








III.
 
derivatives





incendiarism

 
/inˈsendēəˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incendiarius

 , from 
incendium

 ‘conflagration,’ from 
incendere

 ‘set fire to.’






incense1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌsens /



1.
 
a gum, spice, or other substance that is burned for the sweet smell it produces.




2.
 
the smoke or perfume of incense.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈsens /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perfume with incense or a similar fragrance




•
 
the aroma of cannabis incensed the air.














III.
 
derivatives





incensation

 
/ˌinsenˈsāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally as 
encense

 ): from Old French 
encens

 (noun), 
encenser

 (verb), from ecclesiastical Latin 
incensum

 ‘something burned, incense,’ neuter past participle of 
incendere

 ‘set fire to,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + the base of 
candere

 ‘to glow.’





incense2


 
/inˈsens/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) very angry




•
 
she was incensed by the accusations.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘inflame or excite someone with a strong feeling’): from Old French 
incenser

 , from Latin 
incendere

 ‘set fire to.’





incense cedar






noun




a columnar cedar with scalelike leaves that smell of turpentine when crushed, found chiefly in mountainous areas of California and Oregon and grown as an ornamental in Europe.

[
Calocedrus decurrens

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]













incensed

 
/inˈsenst/






adjective




very angry; enraged




•
 
I was absolutely incensed.



















incensory

 
/inˈsensərē/





I.
 
noun




another term for censer
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a burnt offering, or an altar for it): from medieval Latin 
incensorium

 , from 
incensum

 (see incense
 1
 ).





incent

 
/inˈsent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 provide with an incentive




•
 
it makes sense for the government to incent people to invest in research and development.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from incentive
 .





incenter

 
/ˈinˌsen(t)ər /

 


‹Brit.›

 incentre






noun






[Geometry]

 the center of the incircle of a triangle or other figure.














incentive

 
/inˈsen(t)iv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that motivates or encourages one to do something




•
 
there is no incentive for customers to conserve water.










2.
 
a payment or concession to stimulate greater output or investment




•
 
tax incentives for investing in depressed areas




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
incentive payments.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incentivum

 ‘something that sets the tune or incites,’ from 
incantare

 ‘to chant or charm.’





incentivize

 
/inˈsen(t)əˌvīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with an incentive for doing something




•
 
this is likely to incentivize management to find savings.



















incept

 
/inˈsept/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 graduate from a university with an academic degree.








II.
 
derivatives





inceptor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘undertake, begin’): from Latin 
incept-

 ‘begun,’ from the verb 
incipere

 . The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





inception

 
/inˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the establishment or starting point of an institution or activity




•
 
she has been on the board since its inception two years ago.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inceptio(n-)

 , from 
incipere

 ‘begin.’





inceptisol

 
/inˈseptiˌsôl, -ˌsäl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising freely draining soils in which the formation of distinct horizons is not far advanced, such as brown earth.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
inceptum

 ‘beginning’ (from the verb 
incipere

 ) + -sol
 .





inceptive

 
/inˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or marking the beginning of something; initial.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb) expressing the beginning of an action; inchoative.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 an inceptive verb.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from late Latin 
inceptivus

 , from 
incept-

 ‘begun,’ from the verb 
incipere

 .





incertitude

 
/inˈsərdəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a state of uncertainty or hesitation




•
 
some schools broke down under the stresses of policy incertitude.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
incertitudo

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
certitudo

 (see certitude
 ).





incessant

 
/inˈses(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




(of something regarded as unpleasant) continuing without pause or interruption




•
 
the incessant beat of the music.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incessancy






noun













2.
 
incessantness

 
/inˈses(ə)n(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
incessant-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
cessant-

 ‘ceasing’ (from the verb 
cessare

 ).





incessantly

 
/inˈsesəntlē/






adverb




without interruption; constantly




•
 
she talked about him incessantly.




















incest

 
/ˈinˌsest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sexual relations between people classed as being too closely related to marry each other.




2.
 
the crime of having sexual intercourse with a parent, child, sibling, or grandchild.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
incestus

 , 
incestum

 ‘unchastity, incest,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
castus

 ‘chaste.’





incestuous

 
/ˌinˈsesCH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or guilty of incest




•
 
the child of an incestuous relationship.










2.
 
(of human relations generally) excessively close and resistant to outside influence




•
 
the incestuous nature of literary journalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incestuously

 
/inˈsesCH(o͞o)əslē /






adverb













2.
 
incestuousness

 
/inˈsesCH(o͞o)əsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
incestuosus

 , from Latin 
incestus

 (see incest
 ).






inch1


 
/in(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
ʺ

 )
 — a unit of linear measure equal to one twelfth of a foot (2.54 cm)




•
 
the toy train is four inches long




•
 
eighteen inches of thread.










2.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — a very small amount or distance




•
 
I had no intention of budging an inch.










3.
 
a unit used to express other quantities, in particular




4.
 
(as a unit of rainfall) a quantity that would cover a horizontal surface to a depth of one inch.




5.
 
(also 
inch of mercury

 )
 — (as a unit of atmospheric pressure) an amount that would support a column of mercury one-inch high in a barometer (equal to 33.86 millibars, 29.5 inches being equal to one bar).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move slowly and carefully in a specified direction




•
 
the 2,000 mourners inched along narrow country lanes




•
 


‹figurative›

 the stock market inched ahead today.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to move slowly and carefully




•
 
he inched the car forward.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by inches





a.
 
only just




•
 
the shot missed her by inches.










b.
 
very slowly and gradually; bit by bit




•
 
you can't let him die by inches like this.















2.
 
every inch





a.
 
the whole surface, distance, or area




•
 
between them they know every inch of the country.










b.
 
entirely; very much so




•
 
he's every inch the gentleman.















3.
 
give someone an inch and he (or she) will take a mile








‹proverb›

 once concessions have been made to someone they will demand a great deal.









4.
 
inch by inch






gradually; bit by bit




•
 
inch by inch he crept along the wall.















5.
 
within an inch of






very close to




•
 
her mouth was within an inch of his chin.















6.
 
(to) within an inch of one's life






almost to the point of death




•
 
he was beaten within an inch of his life.





















– origin

 late Old English 
ynce

 , from Latin 
uncia

 ‘twelfth part,’ from 
unus

 ‘one’ (probably denoting a unit). Compare with ounce
 1
 .





inch2


 
/in(t)SH/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
place names

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 a small island or a small area of high land




•
 
Inchkeith.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic 
innis

 .





inchmeal

 
/ˈin(t)SHmēl/





I.
 
adverb




by inches; little by little




•
 
inchmeal he advanced up the slope.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from inch
 1
 + 
-meal

 from Old English 
mǣlum

 , in the sense ‘measure, quantity taken at one time.’





inchoate

 
/inˈkōət ˈinkəˌwāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
just begun and so not fully formed or developed; rudimentary




•
 
a still inchoate democracy.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of an offense, such as incitement or conspiracy) anticipating a further criminal act.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inchoately






adverb













2.
 
inchoateness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
inchoatus

 , past participle of 
inchoare

 , variant of 
incohare

 ‘begin.’ / 
usage:

 Because 
inchoate

 means ‘just begun and so not fully formed or developed,’ a sense of ‘disorder’ may be implied. But to extend the usage of 
inchoate

 to mean ‘chaotic, confused, incoherent’ (he speaks in an inchoate manner) is incorrect, although not uncommon. Perhaps even more common are incorrect pronunciations of 
inchoate

 , such as /inˈCHōt/, which assumes two syllables (rather than three) and a 
ch

 sound like that of 
chair

 or 
chosen

 (rather than a 
k

 sound like that of 
charisma

 or 
chorus

 ).






inchoative

 
/inˈkōədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 denoting an aspect of a verb expressing the beginning of an action, typically one occurring of its own accord. In many English verbs, inchoative uses alternate systematically with causative uses.

Compare with ergative
 .








II.
 
noun




an inchoative verb.













Inchon

 
/ˈin(t)SHän/






a port on the western coast of South Korea, on the Yellow Sea, near Seoul; pop. 2,741,200 (est. 2008). It was the site of a successful invasion by US troops in 1950 that enabled them to return Seoul to South Korea.









inch-perfect






adjective






(Brit.)

 (of a move or shot in sports) perfectly judged; extremely accurate




•
 
an inch-perfect pass




•
 
his cross was instant and inch-perfect.




















inchworm

 
/ˈin(t)SHwərm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a caterpillar of a geometrid moth, which moves forward by arching and straightening its body.

Also called looper
 , measuring worm
 , or spanworm
 .













incidence

 
/ˈinsədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the occurrence, rate, or frequency of a disease, crime, or something else undesirable




•
 
an increased incidence of cancer.










2.
 
the way in which the burden of a tax falls upon the population




•
 
the entire incidence falls on the workers.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the intersection of a line, or something moving in a straight line, such as a beam of light, with a surface.

See also angle of incidence
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a casual or subordinate event or circumstance): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
incidentia

 , from Latin 
incidere

 ‘fall upon, happen to’ (see incident
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 19th cent. / 
usage:

 
Incidence

 and 
incidents

 sound the same, but 
incidence

 is more often used in technical contexts, referring to the frequency with which something occurs: increased ultraviolet light is likely to cause increased incidence of skin cancer. 
Incidents

 is simply the plural of 
incident

 , an event: the police are supposed to investigate any incidents of domestic violence. The form 
incidences

 should be avoided.






incident

 
/ˈinsəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event or occurrence




•
 
several amusing incidents.










2.
 
a violent event, such as a fracas or assault




•
 
one person was stabbed in the incident.










3.
 
a hostile clash between forces of rival countries.




4.
 
(
incident of

 )
 — a case or instance of something happening




•
 
a single incident of rudeness does not support a finding of contemptuous conduct.










5.
 
the occurrence of dangerous or exciting things




•
 
the winter passed without incident.










6.
 
a distinct piece of action in a play or a poem.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
incident to

 )
 — likely to happen because of; resulting from




•
 
the changes incident to economic development.










2.
 


[Law]

 attaching to




•
 
the costs properly incident to a suit for foreclosure or redemption.










3.
 
(especially of light or other radiation) falling on or striking something




•
 
when an ion beam is 
incident on

 a surface.










4.
 
of or relating to incidence




•
 
the incident angle.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
incident-

 ‘falling upon, happening to,’ from the verb 
incidere

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’ / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
incidents

 and 
incidence

 , see usage at incidence
 .





incidental

 
/ˌinsəˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
accompanying but not a major part of something




•
 
for the fieldworker who deals with real problems, paperwork is incidental




•
 
incidental expenses.










2.
 
occurring by chance in connection with something else




•
 
the incidental catch of dolphins in the pursuit of tuna.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
incidental to

 )
 — liable to happen as a consequence of (an activity)




•
 
the ordinary risks incidental to a fireman's job.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
incidentals

 )


1.
 
an incidental detail, expense, event, etc.




•
 
an allowance to cover meals, taxis, and other incidentals.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: originally from medieval Latin 
incidentalis

 , from Latin 
incident-

 ‘falling upon, happening to’ (from the verb 
incidere

 ).





incidentally

 
/ˌinsəˈdent(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used when a person has something more to say, or is about to add a remark unconnected to the current subject; by the way




•
 
incidentally, it was many months before the whole truth was discovered.










2.
 
in an incidental manner; as a chance occurrence




•
 
the infection was discovered only incidentally at a postmortem examination.



















incidental music

 
/ˈˌinsəˈˌden(t)l ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun




music used in a film or play as a background to create or enhance a particular atmosphere.













incinerate

 
/inˈsinəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy (something, especially waste material) by burning




•
 
such garbage must be incinerated at the hospital.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
incinerat-

 ‘burned to ashes,’ from the verb 
incinerare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into, toward’ + 
cinis

 , 
ciner-

 ‘ashes.’





incineration

 
/inˌsinəˈrāSHən/






noun




the destruction of something, especially waste material, by burning




•
 
waste disposal by incineration




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
waste incineration plants.



















incinerator

 
/inˈsinəˌrādər/






noun




an apparatus for burning waste material, especially industrial waste, at high temperatures until it is reduced to ash.













incipient

 
/inˈsipēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in an initial stage; beginning to happen or develop




•
 
he could feel incipient anger building up




•
 
an incipient black eye.










2.
 
(of a person) developing into a specified type or role




•
 
we seemed more like friends than incipient lovers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incipience

 
/inˈsipēəns /






noun













2.
 
incipiency






noun













3.
 
incipiently






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a beginner): from Latin 
incipient-

 ‘undertaking, beginning,’ from the verb 
incipere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into, toward’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





incipit

 
/inˈsipit/





I.
 
noun




the opening words of a text, manuscript, early printed book, or chanted liturgical text.

Compare with explicit
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘(here) begins.’





incircle

 
/ˈinˌsərk(ə)l/






noun






[Geometry]

 a circle inscribed in a triangle or other figure so as to touch (but not cross) each side.














incise

 
/inˈsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be incised

 )


1.
 
mark or decorate (an object or surface) with a cut or a series of cuts




•
 
a button incised with a skull.










2.
 
cut (a mark or decoration) into a surface




•
 
figures incised on upright stones.










3.
 
cut (skin or flesh) with a surgical instrument




•
 
the wound was incised and drained.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
inciser

 , from Latin 
incis-

 ‘cut into, engraved,’ from the verb 
incidere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’





incised meander






noun






[Geology]

 a river meander that has been cut abnormally deeply into the landscape because uplift of the land has led to renewed downward erosion by the river.













incision

 
/inˈsiZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surgical cut made in skin or flesh




•
 
an abdominal incision.










2.
 
a mark or decoration cut into a surface




•
 
a block of marble delicately decorated with incisions.










3.
 
the action or process of cutting into something




•
 
the method is associated with less blood loss during incision.














II.
 
derivatives





incisional

 
/-ZHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
incisio(n-)

 , from Latin 
incidere

 ‘cut into’ (see incise
 ).





incisive

 
/inˈsīsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or mental process) intelligently analytical and clear-thinking




•
 
she was an incisive critic.










2.
 
(of an account) accurate and sharply focused




•
 
the songs offer incisive pictures of American ways.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incisively

 
/inˈsīsivlē /






adverb













2.
 
incisiveness

 
/inˈsīsivnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cutting, penetrating’): from medieval Latin 
incisivus

 , from Latin 
incidere

 ‘cut into’ (see incise
 ).





incisor

 
/inˈsīzər/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
incisor tooth

 )


1.
 
a narrow-edged tooth at the front of the mouth, adapted for cutting. In humans there are four incisors in each jaw.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘cutter,’ from Latin 
incis-

 (see incise
 ).





incisure

 
/inˈsiZHər /

 
incisura






noun






[Anatomy]

 a deep indentation or notch in an edge or surface.













incite

 
/inˈsīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
encourage or stir up (violent or unlawful behavior)




•
 
the offense of inciting racial hatred.










2.
 
urge or persuade (someone) to act in a violent or unlawful way




•
 
he 
incited

 loyal subjects 
to

 rebellion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incitation

 
/inˌsīˈtāSH(ə)n ˌinsəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
inciter

 
/inˈsīdər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
incitation

 ): from French 
inciter

 , from Latin 
incitare

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
citare

 ‘rouse.’





incitement

 
/inˈsītmənt/






noun

 — [often with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
the action of provoking unlawful behavior or urging someone to behave unlawfully




•
 
this amounted to an incitement to commit murder.



















incivility

 
/ˌinsəˈvilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rude or unsociable speech or behavior




•
 
absenteeism and incivility were not tolerated.










2.
 
(often 
incivilities

 )
 — an impolite or offensive comment.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
incivilité

 or late Latin 
incivilitas

 , from Latin 
incivilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
civilis

 ‘of a citizen’ (see civil
 ).





incl.






abbreviation



1.
 
including.




2.
 
inclusive.













inclement

 
/inˈklemənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of the weather) unpleasantly cold or wet.








II.
 
derivatives





inclemency

 
/inˈklemənsē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
inclément

 or Latin 
inclement-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
clement-

 ‘clement.’





inclination

 
/ˌinkləˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's natural tendency or urge to act or feel in a particular way; a disposition or propensity




•
 
John was a scientist by training and inclination




•
 
he was free to follow his inclinations.










2.
 
(
inclination for/to/toward

 )
 — an interest in or liking for (something)




•
 
Burger King and Wendy's didn't show any inclination to jump into a price war with McDonald's.










3.
 
a slope or slant




•
 
changes in inclination of the line on the graph.










4.
 
a bending of the body or head in a bow




•
 
the questioner's inclination of his head.










5.
 
the dip of a magnetic needle.




6.
 
the angle at which a straight line or plane is inclined to another.




7.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angle between the orbital plane of a planet, comet, etc., and the ecliptic, or between the orbital plane of a satellite and the equatorial plane of its primary.




8.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angle between the axis of an astronomical object and a fixed reference angle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inclinatio(n-)

 , from 
inclinare

 ‘bend toward’ (see incline
 ).






incline





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈklīn /



1.
 
(
be inclined to/toward/to do something

 )
 — feel willing or favorably disposed toward (an action, belief, or attitude)




•
 
he was inclined to accept the offer




•
 
Lucy was inclined to a belief in original sin.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — (especially as a polite formula) tend toward holding a specified opinion




•
 
I'm inclined to agree with you.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) willing or disposed to do something




•
 
his prejudice inclines him to overlook obvious facts.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — feel favorably disposed to someone or something




•
 
I 
incline to

 the view that this conclusion is untenable.










5.
 
(
be inclined to/to do something

 )
 — have a tendency to do something




•
 
she's inclined to gossip with complete strangers.










6.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — have a specified disposition or talent




•
 
some people are very mathematically inclined.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lean or turn away from a given plane or direction, especially the vertical or horizontal




•
 
the bunker doors incline outward




•
 (as 
adj.

 
inclined

 )
 
an inclined ramp.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bend (one's head) forward and downward.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌklīn /



1.
 
an inclined surface or plane; a slope, especially on a road or railway




•
 
the road climbs a long incline through a forest.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inclinable

 
/inˈklīnəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
incliner






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘bend (the head, the body, or oneself) toward something’; formerly also as 
encline

 ): from Old French 
encliner

 , from Latin 
inclinare

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
clinare

 ‘to bend.’





inclined plane

 
/inˌklīnd ˈplān iNGˌklīnd ˈplān/






noun



1.
 
a plane inclined at an angle to the horizontal.




2.
 
a sloping ramp up which heavy loads can be raised by ropes or chains.













inclinometer

 
/ˌinkləˈnämədər/





I.
 
noun




a device for measuring the angle of inclination of something, especially from the horizontal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
inclinare

 ‘to incline’ + -meter
 .






include

 
/inˈklo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
comprise or contain as part of a whole




•
 
the price includes dinner, bed, and breakfast




•
 
other changes included the abolition of the death penalty.










2.
 
make part of a whole or set




•
 
we have included some hints for beginners in this section.










3.
 
allow (someone) to share in an activity or privilege




•
 
there were doubts as to whether she was included in the invitation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘shut in’): from Latin 
includere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’ / 
usage:

 
Include

 has a broader meaning than 
comprise

 . In the sentence the accommodations 
comprise

 two bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen, and living room, the word 
comprise

 implies that there are no accommodations other than those listed. 
Include

 can be used in this way too, but it is also used in a nonrestrictive way, implying that there may be other things not specifically mentioned that are part of the same category, as in the price 
includes

 a special welcome pack. Careful writers will avoid superfluous uses of ‘including . . . and more,’ commonly imitated from advertising. The ‘and more’ is superfluous because 
including

 or 
includes

 implies that there is more than what is listed.





included

 
/inˈklo͞odəd/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
contained as part of a whole being considered




•
 
all of Europe (Russia included)




•
 
service tax included.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a style or stamen) not protruding beyond the corolla.













including

 
/inˈklo͞odiNG/






preposition




containing as part of the whole being considered




•
 
languages including Welsh, Cornish, and Breton




•
 
weapons were recovered from the house, including a shotgun.



















inclusion

 
/inˈklo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or state of including or of being included within a group or structure




•
 
federal legislation now mandates the inclusion of students who are English language learners.










2.
 
a person or thing that is included within a larger group or structure




•
 
the exhibition features such inclusions as the study of the little girl.










3.
 
, &
 — 

[Biology]

 
[Geology]

 
[Metallurgy]

 a body or particle recognizably distinct from the substance in which it is embedded.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
inclusio(n-)

 , from 
includere

 ‘shut in.’





inclusionary

 
/inˈklo͞oZHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




designed or intended to accommodate diversity in age, income, race, or some other category




•
 
several clubs prefer not to adhere to the new, inclusionary policies.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
exclusionary

 .





inclusive

 
/inˈklo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
including or covering all the services, facilities, or items normally expected or required




•
 
the price is inclusive, with few incidentals.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
inclusive of

 )
 — containing (a specified element) as part of a whole




•
 
all prices are inclusive of taxes.










3.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — with the inclusion of the extreme limits stated




•
 
between the ages of 55 and 59 inclusive.










4.
 
not excluding any section of society or any party involved in something




•
 
only an inclusive peace process will end the conflict.










5.
 
(of language) deliberately nonsexist, especially avoiding the use of masculine pronouns to refer to both men and women.








II.
 
derivatives





inclusively

 
/inˈklo͞osivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
inclusivus

 , from Latin 
includere

 (see include
 ).





inclusive fitness






noun






[Genetics]

 the ability of an individual organism to pass on its genes to the next generation, taking into account the shared genes passed on by the organism's close relatives.













inclusiveness

 
/inˈklo͞osivnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of covering or dealing with a range of subjects or areas




•
 
the most useful feature of the book is probably its inclusiveness.










2.
 
the quality of including all sections of society




•
 
the school promotes an attitude of tolerance and inclusiveness.



















inclusivity

 
/ˌinklo͞oˈsivədē/





I.
 
noun




an intention or policy of including people who might otherwise be excluded or marginalized, such as those who are handicapped or learning-disabled, or racial and sexual minorities




•
 
you will need a thorough understanding of inclusivity and the needs of special education pupils.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
exclusivity

 .





incog

 
/inˈkäɡ/






adjective, adverb, noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 short for incognito
 .














incognito

 
/ˌinkäɡˈnēdō/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of a person) having one's true identity concealed


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
in order to observe you have to be incognito




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he is now operating incognito.














II.
 
noun




an assumed or false identity.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘unknown,’ from Latin 
incognitus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
cognitus

 (past participle of 
cognoscere

 ‘know’).





incognizant

 
/inˈkäɡnəzənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 lacking knowledge or awareness




•
 
before my arrest, I was 
incognizant of

 the prison-industrial complex.














II.
 
derivatives





incognizance






noun





















incoherence

 
/ˈˌinkōˈhirəns ˈˌinkōˈherəns ˈˌiNGkōˈhirəns ˈˌiNGkōˈherəns/

 
incoherency






noun



1.
 
the quality of being illogical, inconsistent, or unclear




•
 
difficult questions that expose the incoherence of their policy




•
 
the incoherences of the doctrine.










2.
 
inability to speak intelligibly




•
 
she descended into stammering incoherence.



















incoherent

 
/ˌinkōˈhirənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of spoken or written language) expressed in an incomprehensible or confusing way; unclear




•
 
he screamed some incoherent threat.










2.
 
(of a person) unable to speak intelligibly




•
 
I splutter several more times before becoming incoherent.










3.
 
(of an ideology, policy, or system) internally inconsistent; illogical




•
 
the film is ideologically incoherent.










4.
 


[Physics]

 (of waves) having no definite or stable phase relationship.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incoherency






noun













2.
 
incoherently

 
/ˈˌinkōˈhirəntlē ˈˌinkōˈherəntlē ˈˌiNGkōˈhirəntlē ˈˌiNGkōˈherəntlē /






adverb





















incombustible

 
/ˌinkəmˈbəstəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a building material or component) consisting or made of material that does not burn if exposed to fire.








II.
 
derivatives





incombustibility

 
/ˌinkəmˌbəstəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
incombustibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
combustibilis

 (see combustible
 ).





income

 
/ˈinˌkəm/





I.
 
noun




money received, especially on a regular basis, for work or through investments




•
 
he has a nice home and an adequate income




•
 
figures showed an overall increase in income this year.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘entrance, arrival,’ now only Scots): in early use from Old Norse 
innkoma

 , later from in
 + come
 . The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.





income group






noun




a section of the population classified according to their level of income.













income tax






noun




tax levied by a government directly on income, especially an annual tax on personal income.













incoming

 
/ˈinˌkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in the process of coming in; arriving




•
 
incoming passengers




•
 
the incoming tide.










2.
 
(of a message or communication) being received rather than sent




•
 
an incoming call.










3.
 
(of an official or administration) having just been elected or appointed to succeed another




•
 
the incoming president.














II.
 
noun

 — (
incomings

 )


1.
 
revenue; income




•
 
keep an account of your incomings and outgoings.



















incommensurable

 
/ˌinkəˈmens(ə)rəb(ə)l ˌinkəˈmen(t)SH(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be judged by the same standard as something; having no common standard of measurement




•
 
the two types of science are incommensurable.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of numbers) in a ratio that cannot be expressed as a ratio of integers.




3.
 
irrational.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
incommensurables

 )


1.
 
an incommensurable quantity.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incommensurability

 
/ˈˌinkəˌmens(ə)rəˈbilədē ˈˌiNGkəˌmens(ə)rəˈbilədē ˈˌinkəˌmenSH(ə)rəˈbilədē ˈˌiNGkəˌmenSH(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incommensurably

 
/ˈˌinkəˈmens(ə)rəblē ˈˌiNGkəˈmens(ə)rəblē ˈˌinkəˈmenSH(ə)rəblē ˈˌiNGkəˈmenSH(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the mathematical sense): from late Latin 
incommensurabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
commensurabilis

 (see commensurable
 ).





incommensurate

 
/ˌinkəˈmens(ə)rət ˌinkəˈmenSH(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
incommensurate with

 )
 — out of keeping or proportion with




•
 
man's influence on the earth's surface seems incommensurate with his scale.










2.
 
another term for incommensurable
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incommensurately






adverb













2.
 
incommensurateness






noun






















incommode

 
/ˌinkəˈmōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 inconvenience (someone)




•
 
they are incommoded by the traffic.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
incommoder

 or Latin 
incommodare

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
commodus

 ‘convenient.’





incommodious

 
/ˌinkəˈmōdēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹dated›

 causing inconvenience or discomfort.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incommodiously






adverb













2.
 
incommodiousness

 
/ˌinkəˈmōdēəsnəs /






noun





















incommunicable

 
/ˌinkəˈmyo͞onəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be communicated to others




•
 
the pain of separation took the form of an incommunicable depression.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incommunicability

 
/-ˌmyo͞onikəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
incommunicableness

 
/ˌinkəˈmyo͞onəkəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
incommunicably

 
/ˌinkəˈmyo͞onəkəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘incommunicative’): from late Latin 
incommunicabilis

 ‘not to be imparted,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
communicabilis

 (see communicable
 ).





incommunicado

 
/ˌinkəˌmyo͞onəˈkädō/





I.
 
adjective




not able, wanting, or allowed to communicate with other people




•
 
they were separated and detained incommunicado.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
incomunicado

 , past participle of 
incomunicar

 ‘deprive of communication.’





incommunicative

 
/ˌinkəˈmyo͞onəkədiv/






adjective




another term for uncommunicative
 .













incommutable

 
/ˌinkəˈmyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not capable of being changed or exchanged.








II.
 
derivatives





incommutably

 
/ˌinkəˈmyo͞odəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incommutabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
commutabilis

 (see commutable
 ).





in-company

 
/ˈinˌkəmp(ə)nē/






adjective




occurring or existing within a company




•
 
in-company training programs.



















incomparable

 
/ˌinˈkämp(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without an equal in quality or extent; matchless




•
 
the incomparable beauty of Venice.










2.
 
unable to be compared; totally different in nature or extent




•
 
censorship still exists, but now it's absolutely 
incomparable with

 what it was.














II.
 
derivatives





incomparability

 
/ˈˌinˌkämp(ə)rəˈbilədē ənˌkämp(ə)rəˈbilədē ˈˌiNGˌkämp(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
incomparabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
comparabilis

 (see comparable
 ).





incomparably

 
/ˌinˈkämp(ə)rəblē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
immeasurably; by far




•
 
this beach is incomparably superior to the others on the island.



















incompatibility

 
/ˈˌinkəmˌpadəˈbilədē ˈˌiNGkəmˌpadəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the condition of two things being so different in nature as to be incapable of coexisting




•
 
genetic incompatibility




•
 
the 
incompatibility between

 industry and nature




•
 
a strategy for resolving incompatibilities.










2.
 
inability of two people to live together harmoniously




•
 
our different backgrounds had something to do with our incompatibility.










3.
 
inability of equipment, computer programs, etc. to be used in combination




•
 
defects due to software incompatibility.



















incompatible

 
/ˌinkəmˈpadəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of two things) so opposed in character as to be incapable of existing together




•
 
cleverness and femininity were seen as incompatible.










2.
 
(of two people) unable to live together harmoniously.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
incompatible with

 )
 — (of one thing or person) not consistent or able to coexist with (another)




•
 
long hours are simply incompatible with family life.










4.
 
(of equipment, machinery, computer programs, etc.) not capable of being used in combination




•
 
all four prototype camcorders used special tapes and were incompatible with one another.














II.
 
derivatives





incompatibly

 
/ˌinkəmˈpadəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
incompatibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
compatibilis

 (see compatible
 ).





incompetence

 
/inˈkämpədəns/





I.
 
noun




inability to do something successfully; ineptitude




•
 
allegations of professional incompetence.














II.
 
derivatives





incompetency






noun





















incompetent

 
/inˈkämpədənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not having or showing the necessary skills to do something successfully




•
 
a forgetful and utterly incompetent assistant.










2.
 


[Law]

 not qualified to act in a particular capacity




•
 
the patient is deemed legally incompetent.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 (especially of a valve or sphincter) not able to perform its function.








II.
 
noun




an incompetent person.








III.
 
derivatives





incompetently

 
/inˈkämpəd(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘not legally competent’): from French, or from late Latin 
incompetent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
competent-

 ‘being fit or proper’ (see competent
 ).





incompletable

 
/ˌinkəmˈplēdəb(ə)l/






adjective






‹rare›

 unable to be completed.













incomplete

 
/ˌinkəmˈplēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not having all the necessary or appropriate parts




•
 
the records are patchy and incomplete.










2.
 
not full or finished




•
 
the analysis remains incomplete.














II.
 
derivatives





incompleteness

 
/ˌinkəmˈplētnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
incompletus

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
completus

 ‘filled, finished’ (see complete
 ).





incompletely

 
/ˌinkəmˈplētlē/






adverb




in an partial or unfinished manner




•
 
most specimens are incompletely preserved




•
 
incompletely digested food.



















incompleteness theorem

 
Gödel's incompleteness theorem






noun






[Logic]

 the theorem that in any sufficiently powerful, logically consistent formulation of logic or mathematics there must be true formulas that are neither provable nor disprovable. The theorem entails the corollary that the consistency of a logical system cannot be proved within that system.













incompletion

 
/ˌinkəmˈplēSHən/






noun



1.
 
the state of lacking something or of having failed to complete something




•
 
humans with their profound sense of incompletion.










2.
 


[Football]

 a forward pass that is not completed.













incomprehensible

 
/ˌinˌkämprəˈhensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be understood; not intelligible




•
 
a language that is 
incomprehensible to

 anyone outside the office.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incomprehensibility

 
/ˌinˌkämprəˌhensəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incomprehensibleness

 
/ˌinˌkämprəˈhensəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
incomprehensibly

 
/ˌinˌkämprəˈhensəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (earlier than 
comprehensible

 ): from Latin 
incomprehensibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
comprehensibilis

 (see comprehensible
 ).





incomprehension

 
/ˌinˌkämprəˈhen(t)SHən/






noun




failure to understand something




•
 
they gave him a look of complete incomprehension.



















incompressible

 
/ˌinkəmˈpresəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be compressed.








II.
 
derivatives





incompressibility

 
/ˌinkəmˌpresəˈbilədē /






noun





















incomputable

 
/ˌinkəmˈpyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 unable to be calculated or estimated




•
 
some probabilities are incomputable.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + Latin 
computabilis

 ‘able to be counted’ (see compute
 ).





inconceivable

 
/ˌinkənˈsēvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not capable of being imagined or grasped mentally; unbelievable


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it seemed inconceivable that the president had been unaware of what was going on




•
 
they behaved with inconceivable cruelty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconceivability

 
/ˌinkənˌsēvəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inconceivableness






noun













3.
 
inconceivably

 
/ˈˌinkənˈsēvəblē ˈˌiNGkənˈsēvəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a crisis of inconceivably devastating proportions



























inconclusive

 
/ˌinkənˈklo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




not leading to a firm conclusion; not ending doubt or dispute




•
 
the medical evidence is inconclusive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconclusively

 
/ˈˌinkənˈklo͞osəvlē ˈˌiNGkənˈklo͞osəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
inconclusiveness

 
/ˌinkənˈklo͞osivnəs /






noun





















Inconel

 
/ˈiNGkəˌnel/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an alloy of nickel containing chromium and iron, resistant to corrosion at high temperatures.











– origin

 1930s: apparently from 
I(nternational) N(ickel) Co(mpany)

 , on the pattern of 
nickel

 .





incongruent

 
/inˈkäNGɡro͝oənt, ˌinkənˈɡro͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
incongruous; incompatible.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of melting, dissolution, or other process) affecting the components of an alloy or other substance differently.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incongruence

 
/inˈkäNGɡro͝oəns ˌinkənˈɡro͞oəns /






noun













2.
 
incongruently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incongruent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
congruent-

 ‘meeting together’ (see congruent
 ).





incongruity

 
/ˌinkənˈɡro͞oədē/






noun




the state of being incongruous or out of keeping




•
 
the incongruity of his fleshy face and skinny body disturbed her.



















incongruous

 
/ˌinˈkäNGɡro͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




not in harmony or keeping with the surroundings or other aspects of something




•
 
the duffel coat looked incongruous with the black dress she wore underneath.














II.
 
derivatives





incongruously

 
/inˈkäNGɡrəwəslē iNGˈkäNGɡrəwəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
incongruus

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
congruus

 ‘agreeing, suitable,’ from the verb 
congruere

 ) + -ous
 .





inconnu

 
/ˌinkəˈn(y)o͞o, aNkôˈnY/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unknown person or thing.




2.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — an edible predatory freshwater whitefish that is related to the salmon. It lives in Eurasian and North American lakes close to the Arctic Circle.

[
Stenodus leucichthys

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘unknown.’





inconsequent

 
/inˈkänsəˌkwent inˈkänsəkwənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not connected or following logically; irrelevant




•
 
people say the most stupid, inconsequent things when surprised.










2.
 
another term for inconsequential
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconsequence

 
/inˈkänsəˌkwens inˈkänsəkwəns /






noun













2.
 
inconsequently






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
inconsequent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
consequent-

 ‘overtaking, following closely’ (see consequent
 ).






inconsequential

 
/ˌinkänsəˈkwen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective




not important or significant




•
 
they talked about inconsequential things.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconsequentiality

 
/ˌinˌkänsəˌkwen(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
inconsequentially

 
/ˌinˌkänsəˈkwen(t)SHəlē /






adverb













3.
 
inconsequentialness






noun





















inconsiderable

 
/ˌinkənˈsid(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
of small size, amount, or extent




•
 
a not inconsiderable amount of money.










2.
 
unimportant or insignificant




•
 
a not inconsiderable artist.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘impossible to imagine’): from French, or from late Latin 
inconsiderabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
considerabilis

 ‘worthy of consideration’ (see considerable
 ).





inconsiderate

 
/ˌinkənˈsid(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective




thoughtlessly causing hurt or inconvenience to others




•
 
it's 
inconsiderate of

 her to go away without telling us.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconsiderately

 
/ˈˌinkənˈsid(ə)rətlē ˈˌiNGkənˈsid(ə)rətlē /






adverb













2.
 
inconsiderateness

 
/ˌinkənˈsid(ə)rətnəs /






noun













3.
 
inconsideration

 
/ˌinkənˌsid(ə)ˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘not properly considered’): from Latin 
inconsideratus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
consideratus

 ‘examined, considered’ (see considerate
 ).





inconsistency

 
/ˌinkənˈsistənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or state of being inconsistent




•
 
inconsistency between his expressed attitudes and his actual behavior.










2.
 
an inconsistent element or an instance of being inconsistent




•
 
the single glaring inconsistency in the argument.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from inconsistent
 , on the pattern of 
consistency

 .






inconsistent

 
/ˌinkənˈsist(ə)nt/






adjective



1.
 
not staying the same throughout




•
 
police interpretation of the law was often inconsistent.










2.
 
acting at variance with one's own principles or former conduct




•
 
parents can become inconsistent and lacking in control over their children.










3.
 
(
inconsistent with

 )
 — not compatible or in keeping with




•
 
he had done nothing inconsistent with his morality.



















inconsistently

 
/ˌinkənˈsist(ə)ntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that does not stay the same throughout




•
 
the rules were applied inconsistently.










2.
 
in a way that is at variance with one's principles or former behavior




•
 
in the real world, people behave inconsistently and contradict themselves.










3.
 
in a way that is not compatible or in keeping with something




•
 
they acted 
inconsistently with

 their professional obligations.



















inconsolable

 
/ˌinkənˈsōləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their grief) not able to be comforted or alleviated




•
 
his widow, Jane, was inconsolable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconsolability

 
/-ˌsōləˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
inconsolably

 
/ˌinkənˈsōləblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
inconsolabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
consolabilis

 ‘able to be consoled,’ from the verb 
consolari

 (see console
 1
 ).





inconsonant

 
/inˈkänsənənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 not in agreement or harmony; not compatible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconsonance

 
/inˈkäns(ə)nəns /






noun













2.
 
inconsonantly






adverb





















inconspicuous

 
/ˌinkənˈspikyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




not clearly visible or attracting attention; not conspicuous




•
 
an inconspicuous red-brick building.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconspicuously

 
/ˈˌinkənzˈpikyəwəslē ˈˌinkənˈspikyəwəslē ˈˌiNGkənzˈpikyəwəslē ˈˌiNGkənˈspikyəwəslē /






adverb













2.
 
inconspicuousness

 
/ˈˌinkənzˈpikyəwəsnəs ˈˌinkənˈspikyəwəsnəs ˈˌiNGkənzˈpikyəwəsnəs ˈˌiNGkənˈspikyəwəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘invisible, indiscernible’): from Latin 
inconspicuus

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
conspicuus

 ‘clearly visible’) + -ous
 .





inconstant

 
/inˈkänstənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
frequently changing; variable or irregular




•
 
their exact dimensions aren't easily measured since they are inconstant.










2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) not faithful and dependable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconstancy

 
/inˈkänztənsē inˈkänstənsē iNGˈkänztənsē iNGˈkänstənsē /






noun













2.
 
inconstantly

 
/inˈkänztəntlē inˈkänstəntlē iNGˈkänztəntlē iNGˈkänstəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
inconstant-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
constant-

 ‘standing firm’ (see constant
 ).





incontestable

 
/ˌinkənˈtestəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be disputed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incontestability

 
/ˌinkənˌtestəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incontestably

 
/ˌinkənˈtestəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, or from medieval Latin 
incontestabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
contestabilis

 ‘able to be called upon in witness,’ from the verb 
contestari

 (see contest
 ).





incontinence

 
/inˈkänt(ə)nəns iNGˈkänt(ə)nəns/






noun



1.
 
lack of voluntary control over urination or defecation




•
 
causes of urinary incontinence.










2.
 
lack of self-restraint




•
 
the emotional incontinence of modern society.



















incontinent

 
/inˈkänt(ə)nənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no or insufficient voluntary control over urination or defecation.




2.
 
lacking self-restraint; uncontrolled




•
 
the incontinent hysteria of the fans.














II.
 
derivatives





incontinently

 
/inˈkän(t)(ə)nən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, or from Latin 
incontinent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
continent-

 ‘holding together’ (see continent
 2
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





incontrovertible

 
/ˌinkäntrəˈvərdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be denied or disputed




•
 
incontrovertible proof.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incontrovertibility

 
/-ˌvərtəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
incontrovertibly

 
/ˈˌinˌkäntrəˈˌvərdəblē ənˌkäntrəˈˌvərdəblē ˈˌiNGˌkäntrəˈˌvərdəblē /






adverb





















inconvenience

 
/ˌinkənˈvēnyəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
trouble or difficulty caused to one's personal requirements or comfort




•
 
the inconvenience of having to change trains.










2.
 
a cause or instance of trouble or difficulty




•
 
the inconveniences of life in a remote city.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause trouble or difficulty to




•
 
noise and fumes from traffic would inconvenience residents.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘incongruity, inconsistency,’ also in the general sense ‘unsuitability’): via Old French from late Latin 
inconvenientia

 ‘incongruity, inconsistency,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
convenient-

 ‘agreeing, fitting’ (see convenient
 ).





inconvenient

 
/ˌinkənˈvēnyənt/





I.
 
adjective




causing trouble, difficulties, or discomfort




•
 
she telephoned frequently, usually at inconvenient times.














II.
 
derivatives





inconveniently

 
/ˈˌinkənˈvēnyəntlē ˈˌiNGkənˈvēnyəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘incongruous’ or ‘unsuitable’): via Old French from Latin 
inconvenient-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
convenient-

 ‘agreeing, fitting’ (see convenient
 ). Current senses date from the mid 17th cent.





inconvertible

 
/ˌinkənˈvərdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be changed in form, function, or character.




2.
 
(of currency) not able to be converted into another form on demand.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inconvertibility

 
/ˈˌinˌkänˌvərdəˈbilədē ənˌkänˌvərdəˈbilədē ˈˌiNGˌkänˌvərdəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inconvertibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
inconvertibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
convertibilis

 (see convertible
 ).





incoordination

 
/ˌinkōˌôrdəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun






‹technical›

 lack of coordination, especially the inability to use different parts of the body together smoothly and efficiently.













incorporate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈkôrpəˌrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take in or contain (something) as part of a whole; include




•
 
he has 
incorporated in

 his proposals a large number of measures




•
 
territories that had been 
incorporated into

 the Japanese Empire.










2.
 
combine (ingredients) into one substance




•
 
add the cheeses and butter and process briefly to incorporate them.










3.
 
constitute (a company, city, or other organization) as a legal corporation.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/inˈkôrp(ə)rət /



1.
 


‹archaic›

 another term for incorporated
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 having a bodily form; embodied.








III.
 
derivatives





incorporator

 
/inˈkôrpəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
incorporat-

 ‘embodied,’ from the verb 
incorporare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + Latin 
corporare

 ‘form into a body’ (from 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body’).






incorporated

 
/inˈkôrpəˌrādəd/






adjective




(of a company or other organization) formed into a legal corporation




•
 
the Incorporated Society of Musicians




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
Adobe Systems Incorporated.



















incorporation

 
/inˌkôrpəˈrāSHən iNGˌkôrpəˈrāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the inclusion of something as part of a whole




•
 
the software facilitates the incorporation of active learning in the course.










2.
 
the process of constituting a company, city, or other organization as a legal corporation




•
 
a law allowing incorporation as a company




•
 
the City Council opposed all new incorporations.



















incorporative

 
/inˈkôrpəˌrādiv/






adjective




tending to incorporate or include things.













incorporeal

 
/ˌinkôrˈpôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not composed of matter; having no material existence




•
 
ghostly presences and incorporeal beings.










2.
 


[Law]

 having no physical existence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incorporeality

 
/ˌinˌkôrˌpôrēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
incorporeally






adverb













3.
 
incorporeity

 
/-pəˈrēitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incorporeus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
corporeus

 (from 
corpus

 , 
corpor-

 ‘body’) + -al
 .





incorrect

 
/ˌinkəˈrekt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in accordance with fact; wrong




•
 
the doctor gave you incorrect advice.










2.
 
not in accordance with particular standards or rules




•
 
strictly speaking, the form of address was incorrect.














II.
 
derivatives





incorrectness

 
/ˌinkəˈrektnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incorrectus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + ‘made straight, amended’ (see correct
 ). Originally in the general sense ‘uncorrected,’ the word was later applied specifically to a book containing many errors because it had not been corrected for the press.





incorrectly

 
/inkəˈrektlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a mistaken way; wrongly




•
 
his name had been spelled incorrectly




•
 
she was incorrectly identified in a photo.










2.
 
not in accordance with particular standards or rules




•
 
this dispute was handled incorrectly by the club.



















incorrigible

 
/inˈkôrəjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their tendencies) not able to be corrected, improved, or reformed




•
 
she's an incorrigible flirt.














II.
 
noun




an incorrigible person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incorrigibility

 
/ˈˌinˌkôrəjəˈbilədē ənˌkôrəjəˈbilədē iNGˌkôrəjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incorrigibleness






noun













3.
 
incorrigibly

 
/ˈˌinˈkôrəjəblē ənˈkôrəjəblē iNGˈkôrəjəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the incorrigibly macho character of news-gathering operations

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
incorrigibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
corrigibilis

 (see corrigible
 ).





incorrupt

 
/ˌinkəˈrəpt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (especially of a human body) not having undergone decomposition.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incorruptus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
corruptus

 ‘destroyed, marred’ (see corrupt
 ).





incorruptible

 
/ˌinkəˈrəptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not susceptible to corruption, especially by bribery.




2.
 
not subject to death or decay; everlasting.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incorruptibility

 
/ˌinkəˌrəptəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incorruptibly

 
/ˌinkəˈrəptəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
incorruptibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
corruptibilis

 ‘corruptible, liable to decay.’





in-country

 
/ˈinˌkəntrē/






adjective, adverb




in a country rather than operating from outside but in relation to it


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the people we're putting in-country will get instructions from satellite radios.



















incr.






abbreviation




increase or increased or increasing.













incrassate

 
/inˈkrasit, -ˌsāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 thickened in form or consistency.








II.
 
derivatives





incrassated






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
incrassatus

 ‘made thick,’ past participle of 
incrassare

 .






increase





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈkrēs /



1.
 
become or make greater in size, amount, intensity, or degree


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
car use is increasing at an alarming rate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we are aiming to increase awareness of social issues




•
 (as 
adj.

 
increasing

 )
 
the increasing numbers of students.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinkrēs /



1.
 
an instance of growing or making greater




•
 
an increase from sixteen to eighteen clubs




•
 
some increase in inflation.














III.
 
phrases





on the increase






becoming greater, more common, or more frequent.












IV.
 
derivatives





increasable

 
/inˈkrēsəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (formerly also as 
encrease

 ): from Old French 
encreistre

 , from Latin 
increscere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
crescere

 ‘grow.’





increasingly

 
/inˈkrēsiNGlē/






adverb




to an increasing extent; more and more


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
increasingly, attention is paid to health




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an increasingly difficult situation.



















increate

 
/ˌinkrēˈāt, inˈkrē-it/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 not yet created.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
increatus

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
creatus

 (past participle of 
creare

 ‘create’).





incredible

 
/inˈkredəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impossible to believe




•
 
an almost incredible tale of triumph and tragedy.










2.
 
difficult to believe; extraordinary




•
 
the noise from the crowd was incredible.










3.
 


‹informal›

 amazingly good or beautiful




•
 
I was mesmerized: she looked so incredible.














II.
 
derivatives





incredibility

 
/ˈˌinˌkredəˈbilədē ənˌkredəˈbilədē ˈˌiNGˌkredəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incredibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
credibilis

 (see credible
 ). / 
usage:

 Believability is at the heart of both 
incredible

 and 
incredulous

 , but there is an important distinction in the respective uses of these two adjectives. 
Incredible

 means ‘unbelievable’ or ‘not convincing’ and can be applied to a situation, statement, policy, or threat to a person: I find this testimony incredible. 
Incredulous

 means ‘disinclined to believe, skeptical’—the opposite of credulous, gullible —and is usually applied to a person's attitude: you shouldn't be surprised that I'm incredulous after all your lies.





incredibly

 
/inˈkredəblē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a great degree; extremely or unusually




•
 
Michele was incredibly brave.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to introduce a statement that is hard to believe; strangely




•
 
incredibly, he was still alive.



















incredulity

 
/ˌinkrəˈd(y)o͞olədē/






noun




the state of being unwilling or unable to believe something




•
 
he stared down the street in incredulity.



















incredulous

 
/inˈkrejələs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their manner) unwilling or unable to believe something




•
 
an incredulous gasp.














II.
 
derivatives





incredulousness

 
/inˈkrejələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
incredulus

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
credulus

 ‘believing, trusting,’ from 
credere

 ‘believe’) + -ous
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at incredible
 .





incredulously

 
/inˈkrejələslē iNGˈkrejələslē/






adverb




in a manner indicating disbelief




•
 
"What ?" I asked incredulously




•
 
everyone stared incredulously at the boy.




















increment

 
/ˈiNGkrəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an increase or addition, especially one of a series on a fixed scale




•
 
the inmates' pay can escalate in five-cent increments to a maximum of 90 cents an hour.










2.
 
a regular increase in salary on an incremental scale.




•
 
he had waived his right to the second increment of $18 million so that it could be distributed among 40 employees.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a small positive or negative change in a variable quantity or function.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Computing]

 cause a discrete increase in (a numerical quantity).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incrementum

 , from the stem of 
increscere

 ‘grow’ (see increase
 ).





incremental

 
/ˈˌiNGkrəˈˌmen(t)l ˈˌinkrəˈˌmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting an increase or addition, especially one of a series on a fixed scale




•
 
incremental changes to the current system




•
 
the incremental cost of sending additional newsletters.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a small positive or negative change in a variable quantity or function.








II.
 
derivatives





incrementally

 
/ˌiNGkrəˈmentl-ē, ˌin- /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from increment
 + -al
 .





incremental backup






noun






[Computing]

 a security copy that contains only those files that have been altered since the last full backup.













incrementalism

 
/ˌiNGkrəˈmen(t)lˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in or advocacy of change by degrees; gradualism.








II.
 
derivatives





incrementalist






noun, adjective





















incriminate

 
/inˈkriməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) appear guilty of a crime or wrongdoing; strongly imply the guilt of (someone)




•
 
he refused to answer questions in order not to incriminate himself




•
 (as 
adj.

 
incriminating

 )
 
incriminating evidence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incrimination

 
/inˌkriməˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
incriminatory

 
/inˈkrimənəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (earlier (mid 17th cent.) as 
incrimination

 ): from late Latin 
incriminat-

 ‘accused,’ from the verb 
incriminare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into, toward’ + Latin 
crimen

 ‘crime.’





in-crowd

 
/ˈin ˌkroud/






noun

 — (
the in-crowd

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a small group of people perceived by others to be particularly fashionable, informed, or popular.














incubate

 
/ˈiNGkyəˌbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) sit on (eggs) in order to keep them warm and bring them to hatching.




2.
 
(especially in a laboratory) keep (eggs, cells, bacteria, embryos, etc.) at a suitable temperature so that they develop




•
 
the samples were incubated at 80°C for three minutes.










3.
 
(
be incubating something

 )
 — have an infectious disease developing inside one before symptoms appear




•
 
the possibility that she was incubating early syphilis.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — develop slowly without outward or perceptible signs




•
 
unfortunately the BSE bug incubates for around three years.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
incubat-

 ‘lain on,’ from the verb 
incubare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’





incubation

 
/ˌiNGkyəˈbāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the process of incubating eggs, cells, bacteria, a disease, etc.




•
 
the chick hatches after a month's incubation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incubative

 
/ˈinkyəˌbādiv /






adjective













2.
 
incubatory

 
/inˈkyo͞obəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
incubatio(n-)

 ‘brooding,’ from the verb 
incubare

 (see incubate
 ).





incubation period

 
/ˌinkyəˈbāSHən ˌiNGkyəˈbāSHən ˈpirēəd/






noun



1.
 
the period over which eggs, cells, etc., are incubated.




2.
 
the period between exposure to an infection and the appearance of the first symptoms.













incubator

 
/ˈiNGkyəˌbādər/






noun



1.
 
an enclosed apparatus providing a controlled environment for the care and protection of premature or unusually small babies.




2.
 
an apparatus used to hatch eggs or grow microorganisms under controlled conditions.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a place, especially with support staff and equipment, made available at low rent to new small businesses.














incubous

 
/ˈiNGkyo͝obəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a liverwort) having leaves that point forward so that their upper edges overlap the lower edges of the leaves above.

Often contrasted with succubous
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
incubare

 ‘lie on’ + -ous
 .





incubus

 
/ˈiNGkyəbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male demon believed to have sexual intercourse with sleeping women.




2.
 
a cause of distress or anxiety




•
 
debt is a big incubus in developing countries.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a nightmare.











– origin

 Middle English: late Latin form of Latin 
incubo

 ‘nightmare,’ from 
incubare

 ‘lie on’ (see incubate
 ).





incudes

 
/inˈkyo͞oˌdēz/






plural form of incus
 .









inculcate

 
/inˈkəlˌkāt ˈinkəlˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
instill (an attitude, idea, or habit) by persistent instruction




•
 
the failures of the churches to inculcate a sense of moral responsibility.










2.
 
teach (someone) an attitude, idea, or habit by persistent instruction




•
 
they will try to 
inculcate

 you 
with

 a respect for culture.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inculcation

 
/ˌinkəlˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
inculcator

 
/ənˈkəlˌkādər ˈinkəlˌkādər ˈiNGkəlˌkādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
inculcat-

 ‘pressed in,’ from the verb 
inculcare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
calcare

 ‘to tread’ (from 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘heel’).





inculpate

 
/inˈkəlpāt ˈinkəlˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 accuse or blame.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 incriminate




•
 
someone placed the pistol in your room in order to inculpate you.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inculpation

 
/ˌinkəlˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
inculpatory

 
/inˈkəlpəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin 
inculpat-

 ‘made culpable,’ from the verb 
inculpare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon, toward’ + 
culpare

 ‘to blame’ (from 
culpa

 ‘fault’).





incumbency

 
/inˈkəmbənsē/






noun




the holding of an office or the period during which one is held.













incumbent

 
/inˈkəmbənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
incumbent on/upon

 )
 — necessary for (someone) as a duty or responsibility




•
 
it is incumbent on all decent people to concentrate on destroying this evil.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an official or regime) currently holding office




•
 
the incumbent president had been defeated.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the holder of an office or post.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 the holder of an ecclesiastical benefice.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Anglo-Latin 
incumbens

 , 
incumbent-

 , from Latin 
incumbere

 ‘lie or lean on,’ from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + a verb related to 
cubare

 ‘lie.’





incunable

 
/inˈkyo͞onəbəl/





I.
 
noun




another term for incunabulum
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via French from Latin 
incunabula

 (see incunabulum
 ).






incunabulum

 
/ˌinkyəˈnabyələm/





I.
 
noun




an early printed book, especially one printed before 1501.








II.
 
derivatives





incunabulist

 
/-list /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
incunabula

 (neuter plural), ‘swaddling clothes, cradle,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
cunae

 ‘cradle.’






incur

 
/inˈkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become subject to (something unwelcome or unpleasant) as a result of one's own behavior or actions




•
 
I will pay any expenses incurred.














II.
 
derivatives





incurrence

 
/-əns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incurrere

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
currere

 ‘run.’





incurable

 
/ˌinˈkyo͝orəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a sick person or a disease) not able to be cured.




2.
 
(of a person or behavior) unable to be changed




•
 
an incurable optimist.














II.
 
noun




a person who cannot be cured.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incurability

 
/inˌkyo͝orəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
incurably

 
/inˈkyo͝oərəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
incurably ill patients

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
incurabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
curabilis

 (see curable
 ).





incurious

 
/inˈkyo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their manner) not eager to know something; lacking curiosity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
incuriosity

 
/ˌinˌkyo͝orēˈäsədē ˌiNGˌkyo͝orēˈäsədē /






noun













2.
 
incuriously






adverb













3.
 
incuriousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘careless’): partly from Latin 
incuriosus

 ‘careless, indifferent,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
curiosus

 ‘careful’ (see curious
 ); partly from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + curious
 .






incurrent

 
/inˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 (of a vessel or opening) conveying fluid inward.

The opposite of excurrent
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘falling within (a period)’): from Latin 
incurrent-

 ‘running in,’ from the verb 
incurrere

 (see incur
 ).





incursion

 
/inˈkərZHən/





I.
 
noun




an invasion or attack, especially a sudden or brief one




•
 
incursions into enemy territory.














II.
 
derivatives





incursive

 
/inˈkərsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
encursion

 ): from Latin 
incursio(n-)

 , from the verb 
incurrere

 (see incur
 ).





incurvate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈkərˌvāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
incurvated

 )


1.
 
curve inward.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/inˈkərvət /



1.
 
curved inward.








III.
 
derivatives





incurvation

 
/ˌinkərˈvāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
incurvat-

 ‘bent into a curve,’ from the verb 
incurvare

 .





incurve

 
/inˈkərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
incurved

 )


1.
 
curve inward




•
 
incurved horns.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
incurvare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in, toward’ + 
curvare

 ‘to curve.’






incus

 
/ˈiNGkəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small anvil-shaped bone in the middle ear, transmitting vibrations between the malleus and stapes.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘anvil.’





incuse

 
/inˈkyo͞oz/





I.
 
noun




an impression hammered or stamped on a coin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (a coin) with a figure by impressing it with a stamp.








III.
 
adjective




hammered or stamped on a coin.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
incusus

 ‘forged with a hammer,’ past participle of 
incudere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
cudere

 ‘to forge.’





Ind.






abbreviation



1.
 
Independent.




2.
 
India.




3.
 
Indian.




4.
 
Indiana.













indebted

 
/inˈdedəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
owing money




•
 
heavily indebted countries.










2.
 
owing gratitude for a service or favor




•
 
I am 
indebted to

 her for her help in indexing my book.

















– origin

 Middle English 
endetted

 , from Old French 
endette

 ‘involved in debt,’ past participle of 
endetter

 . The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with medieval Latin 
indebitare

 (based on Latin 
debitum

 ‘debt’).





indebtedness

 
/inˈdedədnəs/






noun



1.
 
the condition of owing money




•
 
the industry is taking steps to reduce indebtedness and cut costs.










2.
 
the feeling of owing gratitude for a service or favor




•
 
I wish to express my 
indebtedness to

 my parents for all they have done.



















indecency

 
/ˌinˈdēsənsē/






noun



1.
 
indecent behavior




•
 
a law governing indecency on cable television.










2.
 
an indecent act, gesture, or expression.













indecent

 
/ˌinˈdēs(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not conforming with generally accepted standards of behavior or propriety; obscene




•
 
the film was grossly indecent.










2.
 
not appropriate or fitting




•
 
they leaped on the suggestion with indecent haste.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
indécent

 or Latin 
indecent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
decent-

 ‘being fitting’ (see decent
 ).





indecent assault

 
/inˈˌdēsnt əˈsôlt/






noun




sexual assault that does not involve rape.













indecent exposure






noun



1.
 
the crime of intentionally showing one's sexual organs in public.




2.
 
the act of outraging public decency by being naked in a public place.













indecently

 
/inˈdēs(ə)ntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that does not conform with generally accepted standards of behavior, especially in relation to sexual matters




•
 
he is accused of indecently touching the girl




•
 
they said guests at the party were indecently dressed.










2.
 
in an inappropriate or unfitting manner




•
 
they believed that they were unjustly and indecently treated.



















indecipherable

 
/ˌindəˈsīf(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be read or understood




•
 
indecipherable scrawls.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indecipherability






noun













2.
 
indecipherably






adverb





















indecision

 
/ˌindəˈsiZH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the inability to make a decision quickly.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
indécision

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
décision

 , from Latin 
decisio(n-)

 , from the verb 
decidere

 (see decide
 ).





indecisive

 
/ˌindəˈsīsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not settling an issue




•
 
these experimental results are indecisive.










2.
 
(of a person) not having or showing the ability to make decisions quickly and effectively.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indecisively

 
/ˈˌindəˈsīsivlē /






adverb













2.
 
indecisiveness

 
/ˌindəˈsīsivnəs /






noun





















indeclinable

 
/ˌindəˈklīnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a noun, pronoun, or adjective in a highly inflected language) having no inflections.











– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
indeclinabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
declinabilis

 ‘able to be inflected’ (see decline
 ).





indecomposable

 
/ˌindēkəmˈpōzəb(ə)l/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 unable to be expressed as a product of factors or otherwise decomposed into simpler elements.













indecorous

 
/ˌinˈdekərəs/





I.
 
adjective




not in keeping with good taste and propriety; improper.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indecorously

 
/ˌinˈdek(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
indecorousness

 
/ˌinˈdek(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
indecorus

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
decorus

 ‘seemly’) + -ous
 .





indecorum

 
/ˌindəˈkôrəm/





I.
 
noun




failure to conform to good taste, propriety, or etiquette.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an indecorous act): from Latin, neuter of 
indecorus

 ‘not seemly.’





indeed

 
/inˈdēd/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to emphasize a statement or response confirming something already suggested




•
 
it was not expected to last long, and indeed it took less than three weeks




•
 
“She should have no trouble hearing him.” “No indeed.”










2.
 
used to emphasize a description, typically of a quality or condition




•
 
it was a very good buy indeed




•
 
thank you very much indeed.










3.
 
used to introduce a further and stronger or more surprising point




•
 
the idea is attractive to many men and indeed to many women.










4.
 
used in a response to express interest, incredulity, or contempt




•
 
“His neck was broken.” “Indeed?”




•
 
Nice boys, indeed—they were going to smash his head in!










5.
 
expressing interest of an ironical kind with repetition of a question just asked




•
 
“Who'd believe it?” “Who indeed?”

















– origin

 Middle English: originally as 
in deed

 .





indeedy

 
/inˈdēdē/






adverb






(N. Amer.)

 informal term for indeed
 (
sense

 1):




•
 
Yes, indeedy! That was a good question.



















indef.






abbreviation




indefinite.













indefatigable

 
/ˌindəˈfadəɡəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their efforts) persisting tirelessly




•
 
an indefatigable defender of human rights.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indefatigability

 
/ˌindəˌfadəɡəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indefatigably

 
/ˌindəˈfadəɡəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
indefatigabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
de-

 ‘away, completely’ + 
fatigare

 ‘wear out.’





indefeasible

 
/ˌindəˈfēzəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Law]

 
[Philosophy]

 not able to be lost, annulled, or overturned




•
 
an indefeasible right.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indefeasibility

 
/ˌindəˌfēzəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indefeasibly

 
/-blē /






adverb





















indefectible

 
/ˌindəˈfektəbəl/






adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 not liable to fail, end, or decay.




2.
 


‹rare›

 perfect; faultless.













indefensible

 
/ˌindəˈfensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not justifiable by argument




•
 
the policy of apartheid was morally indefensible.










2.
 
not able to be protected against attack




•
 
the towns were tactically indefensible.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indefensibility

 
/ˌindəˌfensəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indefensibly

 
/ˌindəˈfensəblē /






adverb





















indefinable

 
/ˌindəˈfīnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be defined or described exactly




•
 
she reminds me, in some indefinable way, of my grandmother.














II.
 
derivatives





indefinably

 
/ˌindəˈfīnəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
his indefinably foreign accent



























indefinite

 
/ˌinˈdef(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lasting for an unknown or unstated length of time




•
 
they may face indefinite detention.










2.
 
not clearly expressed or defined; vague




•
 
their status remains indefinite.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word, inflection, or phrase) not determining the person, thing, time, etc., referred to.








II.
 
derivatives





indefiniteness

 
/inˈdef(ə)nətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
indefinitus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
definitus

 ‘defined, set within limits’ (see definite
 ).






indefinite article






noun






[Grammar]

 a determiner (
a

 and 
an

 in English) that introduces a noun phrase and implies that the thing referred to is nonspecific (as in 
she bought me a book

 ; 
government is an art

 ; 
he went to a public school

 ). Typically, the indefinite article is used to introduce new concepts into a discourse.

Compare with definite article
 .














indefinite integral






noun






[Mathematics]

 an integral expressed without limits, and so containing an arbitrary constant.













indefinitely

 
/ˌinˈdef(ə)nətlē/






adverb



1.
 
for an unlimited or unspecified period of time




•
 
talks cannot go on indefinitely.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an unlimited or unspecified degree or extent




•
 
an indefinitely large number of channels.



















indefinite pronoun






noun






[Grammar]

 a pronoun that does not refer to any person, amount, or thing in particular, e.g., 
anything

 , 
something

 , 
anyone

 , 
everyone

 .













indehiscent

 
/ˌindəˈhis(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a pod or fruit) not splitting open to release the seeds when ripe.








II.
 
derivatives





indehiscence

 
/ˌindəˈhis(ə)ns /






noun





















indelible

 
/inˈdeləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of ink or a pen) making marks that cannot be removed.




2.
 
not able to be forgotten or removed




•
 
his story made an indelible impression on me.














II.
 
derivatives





indelibility

 
/-ˌdeləˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as 
indeleble

 ): from French, or from Latin 
indelebilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
delebilis

 (from 
delere

 ‘efface, delete’). The ending was altered under the influence of -ible
 .





indelibly

 
/inˈdeləblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be removed or forgotten




•
 
the community was indelibly marked by the incident




•
 
the two names are indelibly linked.



















indelicacy

 
/ˌinˈdeləkəsē/






noun



1.
 
a lack of sensitive understanding or tact




•
 
the magazine printed the photographs with manifest indelicacy for commercial ends.










2.
 
the quality of being slightly indecent




•
 
the play's cynicism and sexual indelicacy




•
 
such crude indelicacies.



















indelicate

 
/inˈdeləkət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a lack of sensitive understanding or tact




•
 
forgive me asking an indelicate question, but how are you for money?










2.
 
slightly indecent




•
 
an earthy, often indelicate sense of humor.














II.
 
derivatives





indelicately

 
/inˈdeləkətlē /






adverb





















indemnify

 
/inˈdemnəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compensate (someone) for harm or loss




•
 
the amount of insurance that may be carried to indemnify the owner in the event of a loss.










2.
 
secure (someone) against legal responsibility for their actions




•
 
the newspaper could not be forced to 
indemnify

 the city 
for

 personal-injury liability.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indemnification

 
/inˌdemnəfəˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
indemnifier






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
indemnis

 ‘unhurt, free from loss or damage,’ from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
damnum

 ‘loss, damage.’





indemnity

 
/inˈdemnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
security or protection against a loss or other financial burden




•
 
no indemnity will be given for loss of cash.










2.
 
security against or exemption from legal responsibility for one's actions




•
 
a deed of indemnity




•
 
even warranties and indemnities do not provide complete protection.










3.
 
a sum of money paid as compensation, especially a sum exacted by a victor in war as one condition of peace.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
indemnite

 , from late Latin 
indemnitas

 , from 
indemnis

 ‘unhurt, free from loss.’





indemonstrable

 
/ˌindəˈmänstrəbəl, inˈdemən-/






adjective



1.
 
not able to be proved or demonstrated.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of a truth) axiomatic and hence unprovable.













indene

 
/ˈindēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon, obtained from coal tar and used in making synthetic resins.

[A bicyclic aromatic compound; chem. formula: C9
 H8
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from indole
 + -ene
 .






indent1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈdent /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
start (a line of text) or position (a block of text, table, etc.) further from the margin than the main part of the text.




2.
 
form deep recesses or notches in (a line or surface)




•
 
a coastline indented by many fjords.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 make a requisition or written order for something.




4.
 


‹historical›

 divide (a document drawn up in duplicate) into its two copies with a zigzag line, thus ensuring identification.




5.
 
draw up (a legal document) in exact duplicate.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/inˈdent ˈinˌdent /



1.
 
a space left by indenting a line or block of text.




2.
 
an indentation




•
 
every indent in the coastline.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 an official order or requisition for specified goods or stores.




4.
 
an indenture.








III.
 
derivatives





indentor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘give a zigzag outline to, divide by a zigzag line’): from Anglo-Norman French 
endenter

 or medieval Latin 
indentare

 , from 
en-

 , 
in-

 ‘into’ + Latin 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





indent2


 
/inˈdent/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a dent or impression in (something)




•
 
his chin was firm and slightly indented.




















indentation

 
/ˌindenˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of indenting or the state of being indented




•
 
paragraphs are marked off by indentation




•
 
an indentation for each change of speaker.










2.
 
a deep recess or notch on the edge or surface of something




•
 
the indentation between the upper lip and the nose.



















indentation test






noun




a test for determining the hardness of a solid by making an indentation in a sample under standard conditions and measuring the size of the indentation or the distance moved by the indenter.













indented

 
/ˌinˈden(t)əd/






adjective






[Heraldry]

 divided or edged with a zigzag line.













indenter

 
/ˌinˈden(t)ər/






noun




a small hard object used for producing an indentation in a solid in an indentation test.













indention

 
/ˌinˈden(t)SH(ə)n/






noun




archaic term for indentation
 .













indenture

 
/ˌinˈden(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal legal agreement, contract, or document, in particular




2.
 


‹historical›

 a deed of contract of which copies were made for the contracting parties with the edges indented for identification.




3.
 
a formal list, certificate, or inventory.




4.
 
an agreement binding an apprentice to a master




•
 
the 30 apprentices have received their indentures on completion of their training.










5.
 


‹historical›

 a contract by which a person agreed to work for a set period for a landowner in a British colony in exchange for passage to the colony.




6.
 
the fact of being bound to service by an agreement of indenture




•
 
men in their first year after 
indenture to

 the Company of Watermen and Lightermen.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be indentured to

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 bind (someone) by an indenture as an apprentice or laborer


(as 
adj.

 
indentured

 )


•
 
landowners tried to get their estates cultivated by indentured laborers.














III.
 
derivatives





indentureship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
endenture

 , via Anglo-Norman French from medieval Latin 
indentura

 , from 
indentatus

 , past participle of 
indentare

 (see indent
 1
 ).






independence

 
/ˌindəˈpendəns/





I.
 
noun




the fact or state of being independent




•
 
Argentina gained independence from Spain in 1816




•
 
I've always valued my independence.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from independent
 , partly on the pattern of French 
indépendance

 .





Independence

 
/ˌindəˈpendəns/






a historic city in northwestern Missouri, east of Kansas City; pop. 110,440 (est. 2008).










Independence Day

 
/ˌindəˈpendəns ˈdā/






noun



1.
 
another term for Fourth of July
 .




2.
 
a day celebrating the anniversary of national independence.













Independence Hall






a building in Philadelphia where the US Declaration of Independence was proclaimed and outside which the Liberty Bell is kept.









independency

 
/ˌindəˈpendənsē/






noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 an independent or self-governing state.




2.
 
archaic term for independence
 .














independent

 
/ˌindəˈpendənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from outside control; not depending on another's authority




•
 
the study is totally 
independent of

 central government




•
 
Canada's largest independent investment firm.










2.
 
(of a country) self-governing




•
 
India became independent in 1947.










3.
 
not belonging to or supported by a political party




•
 
the independent candidate.










4.
 
(of broadcasting, a school, etc.) not supported by public funds.




5.
 
not influenced or affected by others; impartial




•
 
a thorough and independent investigation of the case.










6.
 
(
Independent

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 Congregational.




7.
 
not depending on another for livelihood or subsistence




•
 
I wanted to remain independent in old age.










8.
 
capable of thinking or acting for oneself




•
 
advice for independent travelers.










9.
 
(of income or resources) making it unnecessary to earn one's living




•
 
a woman of independent means.










10.
 
not connected with another or with each other; separate




•
 
we need two independent witnesses to testify




•
 
the legislature and the judicature are 
independent of

 each other.










11.
 
not depending on something else for strength or effectiveness; freestanding




•
 
an independent electric shower.










12.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of one of a set of axioms, equations, or quantities) incapable of being expressed in terms of, or derived or deduced from, the others.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an independent person or body.




2.
 
an independent political candidate, voter, etc.




3.
 
(
Independent

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a Congregationalist.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): partly on the pattern of French 
indépendant

 .





independently

 
/ˌindəˈpendən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is free from outside control or influence




•
 
the government must prove its ability to govern independently.




•
 
the independently run museum receives no public funding.




•
 
the figures have been independently audited.










2.
 
without outside help; unaided




•
 
disabled people living independently in their own homes.




•
 
information for those who are travelling independently.










3.
 
in a way that is not connected with another; individually




•
 
decisions are made 
independently of

 consumers.




•
 
why should each of us independently spend time creating the same course?



















independent suspension

 
/ˌindəˈpendənt səˈspenSHən/






noun




a form of vehicle suspension in which each wheel is supported independently of the others.













independent variable

 
/ˌindəˈpendənt ˈverēəbəl/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a variable (often denoted by 
x

 ) whose variation does not depend on that of another.














in-depth

 
/ˈˌin ˈdepTH/






adjective




comprehensive and thorough




•
 
in-depth interviews.



















indescribable

 
/ˌindəˈskrībəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too unusual, extreme, or indefinite to be adequately described




•
 
most prisoners suffered indescribable hardship.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indescribability

 
/-ˌskrībəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
indescribably

 
/ˈˌindəˈskrībəblē /






adverb





















indestructible

 
/ˌindəˈstrəktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be destroyed




•
 
indestructible plastic containers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indestructibility

 
/ˌindəˌstrəktəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indestructibly

 
/-blē /






adverb





















indeterminable

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be definitely ascertained, calculated, or identified




•
 
a woman of indeterminable age.










2.
 
(of a dispute or difficulty) not able to be resolved.








II.
 
derivatives





indeterminably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘unable to be limited’): from late Latin 
indeterminabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
determinabilis

 (see determinable
 ).





indeterminacy principle

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənəsē ˌprinsəpəl/






noun




another term for uncertainty principle
 .













indeterminate

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not exactly known, established, or defined




•
 
the date of manufacture is indeterminate.










2.
 
(of a judicial sentence) such that the convicted person's conduct determines the date of release.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a quantity) having no definite or definable value.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a condition) from which a diagnosis of the underlying cause cannot be made




•
 
indeterminate colitis.










5.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant shoot) not having all the axes terminating in a flower bud and so producing a shoot of indefinite length.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indeterminacy

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənəsē /






noun













2.
 
indeterminately

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənətlē /






adverb













3.
 
indeterminateness

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
indeterminatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
determinatus

 ‘limited, determined’ (see determinate
 ).






indeterminate vowel






noun






[Phonetics]

 the vowel heard in “
a

 mom
e

 nt 
a

 go”; a schwa .













indetermination

 
/ˌindəˌtərməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the state of being uncertain or undecided.













indeterminism

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that not all events are wholly determined by antecedent causes.




2.
 
the state of being uncertain or undecided.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indeterminist

 
/ˌindəˈtərmənəst /






noun













2.
 
indeterministic

 
/-ˌtərməˈnistik /






adjective






















index

 
/ˈinˌdeks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an alphabetical list of names, subjects, etc., with references to the places where they occur, typically found at the end of a book.




2.
 
an alphabetical list by title, subject, author, or other category of a collection of books or documents, e.g., in a library.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a set of items each of which specifies one of the records of a file and contains information about its address.




4.
 
an indicator, sign, or measure of something




•
 
exam results may serve as an 
index of

 the teacher's effectiveness.










5.
 
a figure in a system or scale representing the average value of specified prices, shares, or other items as compared with some reference figure




•
 
the hundred-shares index closed down 9.3.










6.
 
a pointer on an instrument, showing a quantity, a position on a scale, etc.




7.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a number giving the magnitude of a physical property or another measured phenomenon in terms of a standard




•
 
the oral hygiene index was calculated as the sum of the debris and calculus indices.










8.
 


[Mathematics]

 an exponent or other superscript or subscript number appended to a quantity.




9.
 


[Printing]

 a symbol shaped like a pointing hand, typically used to draw attention to a note.




10.
 
(
the Index

 )
 — short for Index Librorum Prohibitorum
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (names, subjects, etc.) in an index




•
 
the list indexes theses under regional headings.










2.
 
provide an index to.




3.
 
link the value of (prices, wages, or other payments) automatically to the value of a price index




•
 
legislation 
indexing

 wages 
to

 prices.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
indexing

 )
 — (of a machine or part of one) rotate or otherwise move from one predetermined position to another in order to carry out a sequence of operations.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indexable






adjective













2.
 
indexation

 
/ˌinˌdekˈsāSHən /






noun













3.
 
indexer

 
/ˈinˌdeksər /






noun













4.
 
indexible






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
index

 , 
indic-

 ‘forefinger, informer, sign,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + a second element related to 
dicere

 ‘say’ or 
dicare

 ‘make known’; compare with indicate
 . The original sense ‘index finger’ (with which one points) came to mean ‘pointer’ (late 16th cent.), and figuratively something that serves to point to a fact or conclusion; hence a list of topics in a book (“pointing” to their location).





index card






noun




a small card on which information is recorded, typically stored alphabetically with others in a card index.














index case

 
index patient






noun






[Medicine]

 the first identified case in a group of related cases of a particular communicable or heritable disease.













index finger

 
/ˈinˌdeks ˌfiNGɡər/






noun




the finger next to the thumb; the forefinger.













index fossil






noun






[Geology]

 a fossil that is useful for dating and correlating the strata in which it is found.














indexical

 
/inˈdeksək(ə)l /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
adjective




another term for deictic
 .








II.
 
noun




an indexical word or expression.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in this sense by the American philosopher C. S. Peirce.






Index Librorum Prohibitorum

 
/ˌindeks līˌbrôrəm ˌprōˌhibəˈtôrəm/





I.
 
an official list of books that Roman Catholics were forbidden to read or that were to be read only in expurgated editions, as contrary to Catholic faith or morals. The first Index was issued in 1557; it was revised at intervals until abolished in 1966.







– origin

 Latin, ‘index of forbidden books.’






India

 
/ˈindēə/





I.
 
a country in southern Asia that occupies the greater part of the Indian subcontinent; pop. 1,156,897,800 (est. 2009); capital, New Delhi; official languages, Hindi and English (14 other languages are recognized as official in certain regions; of these, Bengali, Gujarati, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu have the most first-language speakers).

Hindi name Bharat
 .




II.
 
a code word representing the letter I, used in radio communication.





Much of India was united under a Muslim sultanate based around Delhi from the 12th century until incorporated in the Mogul empire in the 16th century. Colonial intervention began in the late 17th century, particularly by the British; in 1765, the East India Company acquired the right to administer Bengal. In 1858, after the Indian Mutiny, Britain took over the company's authority, and in 1876 Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India. Independence was won in 1947, at which time India was partitioned, and Pakistan was created from mainly Muslim territories in the northeast (now Bangladesh) and the northwest. A member of the Commonwealth of Nations, India is the second most populous country in the world. / 
– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
India

 , from 
Indos

 , the name of the Indus River, from Persian 
Hind

 , from Sanskrit 
sindhu

 ‘river,’ specifically ‘the Indus,’ also ‘the region around the Indus’ (compare with Sindhi
 ). Both the Greeks and the Persians extended the name to include all the country east of the Indus. Compare with Hindi
 and Hindu
 .





India ink

 
/ˈindēə ˌiNGk/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 deep black ink containing dispersed carbon particles, used especially in drawing and technical graphics.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally applied to Chinese and Japanese pigments prepared in solid blocks and imported to Europe via India.





Indiaman

 
/ˈindēəˌman/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a ship engaged in trade with India or the East or West Indies, especially an East Indiaman.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from India
 + 
-man

 from man-of-war
 .






Indian

 
/ˈindēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the indigenous peoples of America.




2.
 
of or relating to India or to the subcontinent comprising India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an American Indian.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of India, or a person of Indian descent.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Indianization

 
/ˌindēəniˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
Indianize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb













3.
 
Indianness






noun



















usage:

 
Indian

 , meaning ‘native of America before the arrival of Europeans,’ is objected to by many who now favor 
Native American

 . There are others (including many members of these ethnic groups), however, who see nothing wrong with 
Indian

 or 
American Indian

 , which are long-established terms, although the preference where possible is to refer to specific peoples, as 
Apache

 , 
Delaware

 , and so on. The terms 
Amerind

 and 
Amerindian

 , once proposed as alternatives to 
Indian

 , are used in linguistics and anthropology, but have never gained widespread use. Newer alternatives, not widely used or established, include 
First Nation

 (especially in Canada) and the more generic 
aboriginal peoples

 . It should be noted that 
Indian

 is held by many not to include some American groups—for example, Aleuts and Eskimos. A further consideration is that 
Indian

 also (and in some contexts, primarily) refers to inhabitants of India or their descendants, who may be referred to as ‘Asian Indians’ to prevent misunderstanding. See also usage at American Indian
 .






Indiana

 
/ˌindēˈanə/






a state in the eastern central US; pop. 6,376,792 (est. 2008); capital, Indianapolis; statehood, Dec. 11, 1816 (19). It was colonized by the French in the early 1700s and ceded to Britain in 1763. It passed to the US in 1783 by the Treaty of Paris.









Indianan

 
/ˌindēˈanən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Indiana or its inhabitants




•
 
some Indianan families are eligible to use school vouchers.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Indiana




•
 
an Indianan who spent his adolescence writing songs.




















Indianapolis

 
/ˌindēəˈnapələs/






the capital of Indiana, in the central part of the state; pop. 798,382 (est. 2008). The city hosts the Indy 500, an annual 500-mile (804.5-km) car race.










Indian bison






noun




another term for gaur
 .













Indian burn






noun






‹informal›

 an act of placing both hands on a person's arm and then twisting it with a wringing motion to produce a burning sensation.













Indian club

 
/ˈindēən kləb/






noun




each of a pair of bottle-shaped clubs swung to exercise the arms in gymnastics or to perform juggling tricks.














Indian cobra






noun




another term for spectacled cobra
 .














Indian corn

 
/ˈindēən ˌkôrn/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 any primitive corn with colorful variegated kernels, dried and used for decoration.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for corn
 1
 .













Indian defense






noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chess]

 a defense in which Black responds to White's advance of the queen's pawn by moving the king's knight to the 
f

 6 square, usually following with a fianchetto.














Indian elephant

 
/ˈˌindēən ˈeləfənt/






noun




the elephant of southern Asia, which is smaller than the African elephant, with smaller ears and only one lip to the trunk. It is often tamed as a beast of burden in India.

Also called Asian elephant
 . [
Elephas maximus

 , family 
Elephantidae

 .]













Indian file

 
/ˈindēən ˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




another term for single file
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: so called because it was believed that North American Indians usually marched in this order.





Indianism

 
/ˈindēəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
devotion to or adoption of the customs and culture of North American Indians.




2.
 
a word or idiom characteristic of Indian English or North American Indians.













Indian meal






noun






(N. Amer.)

 meal ground from corn.














Indian Mutiny





I.
 
a revolt of Indians against British rule, 1857–58.

Also called Sepoy Mutiny
 .





Discontent with British administration resulted in widespread mutinies in British garrison towns, with accompanying massacres of white soldiers and inhabitants. After a series of sieges (most notably that of Lucknow) and battles, the revolt was put down; it was followed by the institution of direct rule by the British Crown in place of the East India Company administration.





Indian National Congress






a broad-based political party in India, founded in 1885 and the principal party in government since independence in 1947. Following splits in the party, the Indian National Congress (I), formed by Indira Gandhi as a breakaway group (the I standing for Indira), was confirmed in 1981 as the official Congress Party.









Indian Ocean






an ocean south of India that extends from the eastern coast of Africa to the East Indies and Australia.









Indian pipe






noun




a plant with a yellowish stem that bears a single drooping flower, native to North America and northeastern Asia. It lacks chlorophyll and obtains nourishment via symbiotic fungi in its roots.

[
Monotropa uniflora

 , family 
Monotropaceae

 .]













Indian red

 
/ˈindēən red/






noun




a red ferric oxide pigment made typically by roasting ferrous salts.













Indian rhinoceros






noun




a large one-horned rhinoceros with prominent skin folds and a prehensile upper lip, found in northeastern India and Nepal.

[
Rhinoceros unicornis

 , family 
Rhinocerotidae

 .]













Indian rope-trick






noun




the supposed feat of climbing an upright, unsupported length of rope.













Indian runner






noun




a duck of a slender upright breed, typically with white or yellowish-brown plumage, kept for egg laying.













Indian shot






noun




see canna
 .













Indian sign

 
/ˈindēən sīn/






noun






‹dated›

 a magic spell or curse.














Indian subcontinent






the part of Asia south of the Himalayas that forms a peninsula, which extends into the Indian Ocean between the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. Historically forming the whole territory of greater India, the region is now divided among India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.









Indian summer

 
/ˈindēən ˈˌsəmər/






noun



1.
 
a period of unusually dry, warm weather occurring in late autumn.




2.
 
a period of happiness or success occurring late in life.













Indian yellow






noun




an orange-yellow pigment originally obtained from the urine of cows fed on mango leaves.













India paper

 
/ˈindēə ˌpāpər/






noun



1.
 
soft, absorbent paper, originally imported from China and used for proofs of engravings.




2.
 
very thin, tough, opaque printing paper, used especially for Bibles.














India rubber

 
/ˌindēə ˈrəbər/






noun




natural rubber.













India rubber tree






noun




another term for rubber tree
 .














Indic

 
/ˈindik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the group of Indo-European languages comprising Sanskrit and the modern Indian languages that are its descendants.








II.
 
noun




the Indic language group.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Indikos

 , from 
India

 (see India
 ).





indic.






abbreviation



1.
 
indicating.




2.
 
indicative.




3.
 
indicator.













indican

 
/ˈindəˌkan/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a potassium salt present in urine, in which it occurs as a product of the metabolism of indole.

[Alternative name: 
potassium indoxylsulphate

 ; chem. formula C8
 H6
 NOSO2
 OH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
indicum

 ‘indigo’ (because of its early use denoting an indoxyl glucoside occurring in the leaves of indigo plants) + -an
 .





indicant

 
/ˈindəkənt/





I.
 
noun




a thing that indicates something.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
indicant-

 ‘pointing out,’ from the verb 
indicare

 (see indicate
 ).






indicate

 
/ˈindəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
point out; show




•
 
dotted lines indicate the text's margins.










2.
 
be a sign or symptom of; strongly imply




•
 
sales indicate a growing market for such art




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
his tone indicated that he didn't hold out much hope.










3.
 
admit to or state briefly




•
 
the president indicated his willingness to use force against the rebels.










4.
 
(of a person) direct attention to (someone or something) by means of a gesture




•
 
he indicated Cindy with a brief nod of the head.










5.
 
(of a gauge or meter) register a reading of (a quantity, dimension, etc.).




6.
 
suggest as a desirable or necessary course of action




•
 
the treatment is likely to be indicated in severely depressed patients.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
indicat-

 ‘pointed out,’ from the verb 
indicare

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
dicare

 ‘make known.’





indicated horsepower






noun




the power produced in a reciprocating engine by the working of the cylinders.













indication

 
/ˌindəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a sign or piece of information that indicates something




•
 
the visit was an 
indication of

 the improvement in relations between the countries.










2.
 
a reading given by a gauge or meter.




3.
 
a symptom that suggests certain medical treatment is necessary




•
 
heavy bleeding is a common 
indication for

 hysterectomy.




















indicative

 
/inˈdikədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as a sign or indication of something




•
 
having recurrent dreams is not necessarily 
indicative of

 any psychological problem.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a mood of verbs expressing simple statement of a fact.

Compare with subjunctive
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a verb in the indicative mood.




2.
 
(
the indicative

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the indicative mood.








III.
 
derivatives





indicatively






adverb





















indicator

 
/ˈindəˌkādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing, especially a trend or fact, that indicates the state or level of something




•
 
car ownership is frequently used as an 
indicator of

 affluence.










2.
 
a device providing specific information on the state or condition of something, in particular




3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a gauge or meter of a specified kind




•
 
a speed indicator.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a turn signal.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound that changes color at a specific pH value or in the presence of a particular substance and can be used to monitor acidity, alkalinity, or the progress of a reaction.




6.
 
(also 
indicator species

 )
 — an animal or plant species that can be used to infer conditions in a particular habitat.













indicator diagram






noun




a diagram of the variation of pressure and volume within a cylinder of a reciprocating engine.













indicatory

 
/inˈdikəˌtôrē/






adjective




rare term for indicative
 .













indicatrix

 
/ˈindiˌkātriks, inˈdikə- /

 
optical indicatrix





I.
 
noun






[Crystallography]

 an imaginary ellipsoidal surface whose axes represent the refractive indices of a crystal for light following different directions with respect to the crystal axes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of Latin 
indicator

 ‘something that points out.’





indices

 
/ˈindiˌsēz/






plural form of index
 .









indicia

 
/inˈdiSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 signs, indications, or distinguishing marks




•
 
learned footnotes and other indicia of scholarship.










2.
 


‹formal›

 markings used on address labels or bulk mail as a substitute for stamps.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: plural of Latin 
indicium

 , from 
index

 , 
indic-

 ‘informer, sign.’





indicolite

 
/inˈdikəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




an indigo-blue gem variety of lithium-bearing tourmaline.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
indicum

 ‘indigo’ + -lite
 .






indict

 
/inˈdīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 formally accuse of or charge with a serious crime




•
 
his former manager was 
indicted for

 fraud.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indictee

 
/inˌdīˈtē /






noun













2.
 
indicter

 
/inˈdīdər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
endite

 , 
indite

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
enditer

 , based on Latin 
indicere

 ‘proclaim, appoint,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
dicere

 ‘pronounce, utter.’





indictable

 
/inˈdīdəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of an offense) rendering the person who commits it liable to be charged with a serious crime that warrants a trial by jury.




2.
 
(of a person) liable to be charged with a crime.













indiction

 
/inˈdikSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a fiscal period of fifteen years used as a means of dating events and transactions in the Roman Empire and in the papal and some royal courts. The system was instituted by the Emperor Constantine in 
AD

 313 and was used until the 16th century in some places.




2.
 
[with 
numeral

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 a particular year in an indiction period.











– origin

 from Latin 
indiction-

 , from the verb 
indicere

 (see indict
 ).





indictment

 
/inˈdītmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a formal charge or accusation of a serious crime




•
 
an 
indictment for

 conspiracy.










2.
 
the action of indicting or being indicted




•
 
the indictment of twelve people who had imported cocaine.










3.
 
a thing that serves to illustrate that a system or situation is bad and deserves to be condemned




•
 
these rapidly escalating crime figures are an indictment of our society.

















– origin

 Middle English 
enditement

 , 
inditement

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
enditement

 , from 
enditer

 (see indict
 ).





indie

 
/ˈindē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a pop group, record label, or film company) not belonging to or affiliated with a major record or film company.




2.
 
characteristic of the deliberately unpolished or uncommercial style of small independent pop groups.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an indie pop group, record label, or film company.




2.
 
indie music regarded as a genre.











– origin

 1920s (first used with reference to film production): abbreviation of independent
 .





indifference

 
/inˈdif(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of interest, concern, or sympathy




•
 
she shrugged, feigning indifference.










2.
 
unimportance




•
 
it cannot be regarded as a matter of indifference.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘being neither good nor bad’): from Latin 
indifferentia

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
different-

 ‘differing, deferring’ (from the verb 
differre

 ).





indifference curve






noun






[Economics]

 a curve on a graph (the axes of which represent quantities of two commodities) linking those combinations of quantities that the consumer regards as of equal value.













indifferent

 
/inˈdif(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no particular interest or sympathy; unconcerned




•
 
they all seemed indifferent rather than angry




•
 
most workers were 
indifferent to

 foreign affairs.










2.
 
neither good nor bad; mediocre




•
 
attempts to distinguish between good, bad, and indifferent work.










3.
 
not especially good; fairly bad




•
 
a pair of indifferent watercolors.










4.
 
neutral in respect of some specified physical property.




5.
 


[Biology]

 
‹archaic›

 not specialized; undifferentiated.








II.
 
derivatives





indifferently

 
/inˈdifərntlē inˈdif(ə)rəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘having no partiality for or against’): via Old French from Latin 
indifferent-

 ‘not making any difference,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
different-

 ‘differing’ (see different
 ).





indifferentism

 
/inˈdif(ə)rənˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the belief that differences of religious belief are of no importance.








II.
 
derivatives





indifferentist

 
/inˈdif(ə)rən(t)əst /






noun





















indigence

 
/ˈindijəns/






noun




a state of extreme poverty




•
 
he did valuable work toward the relief of indigence.




















indigene

 
/ˈindəˌjēn/





I.
 
noun




an indigenous person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
indigène

 , from Latin 
indigena

 , from 
indi-

 (strengthened form of 
in-

 ‘into’) + an element related to 
gignere

 ‘beget.’





indigenize

 
/inˈdijəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (something) under the control, dominance, or influence of the people native to an area




•
 
English has been indigenized in different parts of the world.














II.
 
derivatives





indigenization

 
/-ˌdijəniˈzāSHən /






noun





















indigenous

 
/inˈdijənəs/





I.
 
adjective




originating or occurring naturally in a particular place; native




•
 
the indigenous peoples of Siberia




•
 
coriander is 
indigenous to

 southern Europe.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indigeneity

 
/inˌdijəˈnēitē /






noun













2.
 
indigenously






adverb













3.
 
indigenousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
indigena

 ‘a native’ (see indigene
 ) + -ous
 .





indigent

 
/ˈindəjənt/





I.
 
adjective




poor; needy.








II.
 
noun




a needy person.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
indigent-

 ‘lacking,’ from the verb 
indigere

 , from 
indi-

 (strengthened form of 
in-

 ‘into’) + 
egere

 ‘to need.’





indigestible

 
/ˌindəˈjestəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) difficult or impossible to digest.




2.
 
too complex or awkward to read or understand easily




•
 
a turgid and indigestible book.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indigestibility

 
/ˌindəˌjestəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indigestibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via French from late Latin 
indigestibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
digestibilis

 (see digestible
 ).





indigestion

 
/ˌindəˈjesCH(ə)n ˌinˌdīˈjesCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




pain or discomfort in the stomach associated with difficulty in digesting food.








II.
 
derivatives





indigestive

 
/ˌindəˈjestiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
indigestio(n-)

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
digestio

 (see digestion
 ).





Indigirka

 
/ˌindəˈɡirkə/






a river in eastern Siberia in Russia that flows north for 1,112 miles (1,779 km) to the Arctic Ocean, where it forms a wide delta.









indignant

 
/inˈdiɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing anger or annoyance at what is perceived as unfair treatment




•
 
he was indignant at being the object of suspicion.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
indignant-

 ‘regarding as unworthy,’ from the verb 
indignari

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
dignus

 ‘worthy.’





indignantly

 
/inˈdiɡnəntlē/






adverb




in a manner indicating anger or annoyance at something perceived as unfair




•
 
he indignantly rejected the claim




•
 
people reacted indignantly to the announcement.



















indignation

 
/ˌindiɡˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




anger or annoyance provoked by what is perceived as unfair treatment




•
 
the letter filled Lucy with indignation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘disdain, contempt’): from Latin 
indignatio(n-)

 , from 
indignari

 ‘regard as unworthy.’





indignity

 
/inˈdiɡnədē/





I.
 
noun




treatment or circumstances that cause one to feel shame or to lose one's dignity




•
 
the indignity of needing financial help




•
 
he was subjected to all manner of indignities.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
indignité

 or Latin 
indignitas

 , from 
indignari

 ‘regard as unworthy.’






indigo

 
/ˈindəˌɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical plant of the pea family, which was formerly widely cultivated as a source of dark blue dye.

[Genus 
Indigofera

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
I. tinctoria

 .]




2.
 
the dark blue dye obtained from the indigo plant.




3.
 
a color between blue and violet in the spectrum.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
índigo

 , via Latin from Greek 
indikon

 , from 
indikos

 ‘Indian (dye)’ (see Indic
 ).





indigoid

 
/ˈindəˌɡoid/






adjective




(of a dye) related to indigotin in molecular structure.














indigo snake






noun




a large, harmless American snake that typically has bluish-black skin that may be patterned.

Also called cribo
 , blue gopher snake
 (see gopher snake
 ). [
Drymarchon corais

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













indigotin

 
/inˈdiɡədən ˌindəˈɡōtn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a dark blue crystalline compound that is the main constituent of the dye indigo.

[Chem. formula: (C8
 H6
 NO)2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from indigo
 + 
-t-

 (for ease of pronunciation) + -in
 1
 .





Indio1


 
/ˈindēˌō/






a desert city in southern California, southeast of Palm Springs; pop. 84,443 (est. 2008).









Indio2


 
/ˈindēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of the indigenous peoples of America or eastern Asia in areas formerly subject to Spain or Portugal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese, literally ‘Indian.’






indirect

 
/ˌindəˈrekt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not directly caused by or resulting from something




•
 
full employment would have an indirect effect on wage levels.










2.
 
not done directly; conducted through intermediaries




•
 
the nature of the threat can be pieced together only from indirect evidence.










3.
 
(of costs) deriving from overhead charges or subsidiary work.




4.
 
(of taxation) levied on goods and services rather than income or profits.




5.
 
(of a route) not straight; not following the shortest way.




6.
 
(of lighting) from a concealed source and diffusely reflected.




7.
 


[Soccer]

 denoting a free kick from which a goal may not be scored directly.




8.
 
avoiding direct mention or exposition of a subject




•
 
an indirect attack on the Senator.














II.
 
derivatives





indirectness

 
/ˌindəˈrektnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘not in full grammatical concord’): from medieval Latin 
indirectus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
directus

 (see direct
 ).





indirection

 
/ˌindəˈrekSHən/





I.
 
noun




indirectness or lack of straightforwardness in action, speech, or progression




•
 
his love of intrigue and sly indirection.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from indirect
 , on the pattern of 
direction

 .





indirectly

 
/ˌindəˈrektlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not directly caused by something; incidentally




•
 
the losses indirectly affect us all.










2.
 
without having had direct experience; at second hand




•
 
I heard of the damage indirectly.










3.
 
through implication; obliquely




•
 
both writers refer, if only indirectly, to a wealth of other art.




















indirect object

 
/ˈˌindəˈˌrekt ˈäbjəkt/






noun






[Grammar]

 a noun phrase referring to someone or something that is affected by the action of a transitive verb (typically as a recipient), but is not the primary object (e.g., 
him

 in 
give him the book

 ).

Compare with direct object
 .













indirect question






noun






[Grammar]

 a question in reported speech, e.g., 
they asked who I was

 .













indirect rule






noun




a system of government of one nation by another in which the governed people retain certain administrative, legal, and other powers.













indirect speech

 
/ˈˌindəˈˌrekt ˈspēCH/






noun




another term for reported speech
 .













indiscernible

 
/ˌindəˈsərnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to see or clearly distinguish.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indiscernibility






noun













2.
 
indiscernibly

 
/ˌindəˈsərnəblē /






adverb





















indiscipline

 
/ˌinˈdisəplin/






noun




lack of discipline.














indiscreet

 
/ˌindəˈskrēt/





I.
 
adjective




having, showing, or proceeding from too great a readiness to reveal things that should remain secret or private




•
 
they have been embarrassed by indiscreet friends.














II.
 
derivatives





indiscreetly

 
/ˌindəˈskrētlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
indiscrete

 in the sense ‘lacking discernment or judgment’): from late Latin 
indiscretus

 ‘not separate or distinguishable’ (in medieval Latin ‘careless, indiscreet’), from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
discretus

 ‘separate’ (see discreet
 ). Compare with indiscrete
 .






indiscrete

 
/ˌindəˈskrēt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 not divided into distinct parts.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘not separate or distinguishable’; originally as 
indiscreet

 ): from Latin 
indiscretus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
discretus

 ‘separate’ (see discreet
 ). Compare with indiscreet
 .





indiscretion

 
/ˌindəˈskreSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




behavior or speech that is indiscreet or displays a lack of good judgment




•
 
he knew himself all too prone to indiscretion




•
 
sexual indiscretions.

















– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
indiscretio(n-)

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
discretio

 ‘separation’ (in late Latin ‘discernment’), from 
discernere

 ‘separate out, discern.’





indiscriminate

 
/ˌindəˈskrimənət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done at random or without careful judgment




•
 
the indiscriminate killing of civilians.










2.
 
(of a person) not using or exercising discrimination




•
 
she was indiscriminate with her affections.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indiscriminately

 
/ˈˌindəˈskrim(ə)nətlē /






adverb













2.
 
indiscriminateness






noun













3.
 
indiscrimination

 
/ˌindəˌskriməˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘haphazard, not selective’): from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + Latin 
discriminatus

 , past participle of 
discriminare

 (see discriminate
 ).





indiscriminating

 
/ˌindəˈskriməˌnādiNG/






adjective




making no distinctions; indiscriminate.













indispensable

 
/ˌindəˈspensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




absolutely necessary




•
 
he made himself 
indispensable to

 the parish priest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indispensability

 
/ˌindəˌspensəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indispensableness

 
/ˌindəˈspensəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
indispensably

 
/ˌindəˈspensəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘not to be allowed or provided for by ecclesiastical dispensation’): from medieval Latin 
indispensabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
dispensabilis

 (see dispensable
 ).





indispose

 
/ˌindəˈspōz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make (someone) unfit for or unable to do something.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 make (someone) averse to something.













indisposed

 
/ˌindəˈspōzd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slightly unwell




•
 
my mother is indisposed.










2.
 
averse; unwilling




•
 
the potential audience seemed 
indisposed to

 attend.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + disposed
 , or past participle of 
indispose

 ‘make unwell or unwilling.’





indisposition

 
/ˌindispəˈziSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
mild illness




•
 
she was chiefly confined by indisposition to her bedroom.




•
 
due to an indisposition, Herr Gesner will not be able to continue his performance.










2.
 
lack of enthusiasm or inclination; reluctance




•
 
indisposition to motion, exertion or change




•
 
an utter indisposition to do anything whatever.




















indisputable

 
/ˌindəˈspyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be challenged or denied




•
 
a far from indisputable fact.














II.
 
derivatives





indisputability

 
/ˌindəˌspyo͞odəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
indisputabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
disputabilis

 (see disputable
 ).





indisputably

 
/ˌindəˈspyo͞odəblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be challenged or denied




•
 
what he said was indisputably true




•
 
heart disease has been indisputably linked to smoking.



















indissociable

 
/ˈindiˈsōSHəbəl/






adjective




unable to be dissociated




•
 
the three fundamental and indissociable features of market capitalism.



















indissoluble

 
/ˌindəˈsälyəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be destroyed; lasting




•
 
an indissoluble friendship.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indissolubility

 
/ˌindəˌsälyəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indissolubly

 
/ˌindəˈsälyəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
indissolubilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
dissolubilis

 (see dissoluble
 ).





indistinct

 
/ˌindəˈstiNG(k)t/





I.
 
adjective




not clear or sharply defined




•
 
his speech was slurred and indistinct.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indistinctly

 
/ˌindəˈstiNGktlē /






adverb













2.
 
indistinctness

 
/ˌindəˈstiNG(k)tnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
indistinctus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
distinctus

 ‘separated, distinguished’ (see distinct
 ).





indistinctive

 
/ˈindisˈtiNGktiv/





I.
 
adjective




not having a distinctive character or features.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indistinctively

 
/ˌindəˈstiNG(k)tivlē /






adverb













2.
 
indistinctiveness






noun





















indistinguishable

 
/ˌindəˈstinɡwəSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be identified as different or distinct




•
 
the counterfeit bills were virtually 
indistinguishable from

 the real thing.














II.
 
derivatives





indistinguishably

 
/ˌindəˈstinɡwəSHəblē /






adverb





















indite

 
/inˈdīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 write; compose




•
 
he indites the wondrous tale of Our Lord.

















– origin

 Middle English 
endite

 , from Old French 
enditier

 , based on Latin 
indicere

 (see indict
 ).





indium

 
/ˈindēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
In

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 49, a soft silvery-white metal occurring naturally in association with zinc and some other metals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from indigo
 (because there are two characteristic indigo lines in its spectrum) + -ium
 .





individual

 
/ˌindəˈvij(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — single; separate




•
 
individual tiny flowers.










2.
 
of or for a particular person




•
 
the individual needs of the children.










3.
 
designed for use by one person




•
 
individual serving dishes.










4.
 
characteristic of a particular person or thing




•
 
individual traits of style.










5.
 
having a striking or unusual character; original




•
 
she creates her own, highly individual, landscapes.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a single human being as distinct from a group, class, or family




•
 
boat trips for parties and individuals.










2.
 
a single member of a class




•
 
they live in a group or as individuals, depending on the species.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person of a specified kind




•
 
the most selfish, egotistical individual I have ever met.










4.
 
a distinctive or original person.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘indivisible’): from medieval Latin 
individualis

 , from Latin 
individuus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
dividuus

 ‘divisible’ (from 
dividere

 ‘to divide’).





individualism

 
/ˌindəˈvij(o͞o)əˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
the habit or principle of being independent and self-reliant.




2.
 
self-centered feeling or conduct; egoism.




3.
 
a social theory favoring freedom of action for individuals over collective or state control.













individualist

 
/ˌindəˈvij(ə)wələst ˌindəˈvijələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is independent and self-reliant




•
 
a rugged individualist driven to succeed.










2.
 
a self-centered or egotistical person




•
 
selfish individualists thinking only of themselves.










3.
 
an advocate of a social theory favoring freedom of action for individuals over collective or state control




•
 
radical individualists, committed to quality of life.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characterized by the habit or principle of being independent and self-reliant




•
 
individualist attitudes.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a social theory favoring freedom of action for individuals over collective or state control




•
 
individualist capitalism.



















individualistic

 
/ˌindivij(o͞o)əˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by individualism; independent and self-reliant.




2.
 
marked by or expressing individuality; unconventional




•
 
her work is quirky and genuinely individualistic.














II.
 
derivatives





individualistically






adverb





















individuality

 
/ˌindəˌvijo͞oˈalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or character of a particular person or thing that distinguishes them from others of the same kind, especially when strongly marked




•
 
clothes with real style and individuality.










2.
 
(
individualities

 )
 — individual characteristics.




3.
 
separate existence




•
 
anything but individuality, anything but aloneness.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: in early use from medieval Latin 
individualitas

 .





individualize

 
/ˌindəˈvij(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give an individual character to




•
 
have your shirt individualized with your own club name.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
individualized

 )
 — tailor (something) to suit the individual




•
 
an individualized learning program.














II.
 
derivatives





individualization

 
/ˈˌindəˌvij(ə)wəˌlīˈzāSHən ˈˌindəˌvijəˌlīˈzāSHən ˈˌindəˌvij(ə)wələˈzāSHən ˈˌindəˌvijələˈzāSHən /






noun





















individually

 
/ˌindəˈvij(o͞o)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
one by one; singly; separately




•
 
individually wrapped cheeses.










2.
 
in a distinctive manner




•
 
each sign is individually designed and crafted.










3.
 
personally; in an individual capacity




•
 
partnerships and individually owned firms.



















individuate

 
/ˌindəˈvijo͞oˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distinguish from others of the same kind; single out




•
 
it is easy to individuate and enumerate the significant elements.














II.
 
derivatives





individuation

 
/ˌindəˌvijəˈwāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
individuat-

 ‘singled out,’ from the verb 
individuare

 , from Latin 
individuus

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
dividuus

 ‘divisible’ (from 
dividere

 ‘to divide’).





indivisible

 
/ˌindəˈvizəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be divided or separated




•
 
privilege was indivisible from responsibility.










2.
 
(of a number) unable to be divided by another number exactly without leaving a remainder.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indivisibility

 
/ˌindəˌvizəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indivisibly

 
/ˌindəˈvizəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
indivisibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
divisibilis

 (see divisible
 ).





indn.






abbreviation




indication.














Indo-

 
/ˈindō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
(used commonly in linguistic and ethnological terms) Indian; Indian and …




•
 
Indo-Iranian.










2.
 
relating to India.











– origin

 from Latin 
Indus

 , from Greek 
Indos

 ‘Indian.’





Indo-Aryan

 
/ˌindōˈerēən/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting an Indo-European people who invaded northwestern India in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 .

See Aryan
 .




2.
 
another term for Indic
 .














Indo-China

 
/ˌindōˈCHīnə /

 
Indochina






a peninsula in Southeast Asia that consists of Burma (Myanmar), Thailand, Malaya, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam; especially the part of this area that includes Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam.









Indo-Chinese

 
/ˌindōˌCHīˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Indo-China




•
 
a new Indo-Chinese restaurant.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Indo-China




•
 
the Indo-Chinese soon became valuable contributors to their new country.



















indochinite

 
/ˌindōˈCHīˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a tektite from the strewn field in Indo-China.











– origin

 1940s: from Indo-China
 + -ite
 1
 .





indocile

 
/inˈdäsəl/





I.
 
adjective




difficult to teach or discipline; not submissive.








II.
 
derivatives





indocility

 
/ˌinˌdäˈsilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
indocilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
docilis

 (see docile
 ).





indoctrinate

 
/inˈdäktrəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
teach (a person or group) to accept a set of beliefs uncritically




•
 
broadcasting was a vehicle for indoctrinating the masses.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 teach or instruct (someone)




•
 
he indoctrinated them in systematic theology.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indoctrinator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun













2.
 
indoctrinatory

 
/-nəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (formerly also as 
endoctrinate

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + doctrine
 + -ate
 3
 , or from obsolete 
indoctrine

 (verb), from French 
endoctriner

 , based on 
doctrine

 ‘doctrine.’





indoctrination

 
/inˌdäktrəˈnāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the process of teaching a person or group to accept a set of beliefs uncritically




•
 
I would never subject children to religious indoctrination




•
 
he denounces political indoctrination in the classroom.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 teaching; instruction




•
 
methods that were approved for indoctrination in divinity.




















Indo-European

 
/ˌindōˌyo͞orəˈpēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the family of languages spoken over the greater part of Europe and Asia as far as northern India.




2.
 
another term for Proto-Indo-European
 .





The Indo-European languages have a history of over 3,000 years. Their unattested, reconstructed ancestor, Proto-Indo-European, is believed to have been spoken well before 4000 
BC

 in a region somewhere to the north or south of the Black Sea. The family comprises twelve branches: Indic (including Sanskrit and its descendants), Iranian, Anatolian (an extinct group including Hittite and other languages), Armenian, Hellenic (Greek), Albanian (possibly descended from Illyrian), Italic (including Latin and the Romance languages), Celtic, Tocharian (an extinct group from central Asia), Germanic (including English, German, Dutch, Gothic, and the Scandinavian languages), Baltic, and Slavic (including Russian, Czech, Bulgarian, Serbian, and Croatian).




II.
 
noun



1.
 
the ancestral Proto-Indo-European language.




2.
 
the Indo-European family of languages.




3.
 
a speaker of an Indo-European language, especially Proto-Indo-European.













Indo-Germanic

 
/ˌindōjərˈmanik/






adjective, noun




former term for Indo-European
 .














Indo-Iranian

 
/ˌindōəˈrānēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a subfamily of Indo-European languages spoken in northern India and Iran.








II.
 
noun




the Indo-Iranian subfamily of languages, divided into the Indic group and the Iranian group.

Also called Aryan
 .














indole

 
/ˈindōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline organic compound with an unpleasant odor, present in coal tar and in feces.

[A heteroaromatic compound with fused benzene and pyrrole rings; chem. formula: C8
 H7
 N.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of indigo
 (because obtained artificially from indigo blue) and Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





indoleacetic acid

 
/ˌindōləˈsētik, -ˈsetik/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is an acetic acid derivative of indole, especially one found as a natural growth hormone (auxin) in plants.

[Chem. formula: C8
 H6
 (CH3
 COOH)N; seven isomers; auxin is 
indole-3-acetic acid

 .]













indolence

 
/ˈindələns/






noun




avoidance of activity or exertion; laziness




•
 
my failure is probably due to my own indolence.



















indolent

 
/ˈindələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wanting to avoid activity or exertion; lazy.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease condition) causing little or no pain.




3.
 
(especially of an ulcer) slow to develop, progress, or heal; persistent.








II.
 
derivatives





indolently

 
/ˈindələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
indolent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
dolere

 ‘suffer or give pain.’ The sense ‘idle’ arose in the early 18th cent.





Indology

 
/inˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of Indian history, literature, philosophy, and culture.








II.
 
derivatives





Indologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Indo-Malaysian

 
Indo-Malayan






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to both India and Malaya, in particular




2.
 
denoting an ethnological region comprising Sri Lanka, the Malay peninsula, and the Malaysian islands.




3.
 
(also 
Indo-Malesian

 )
 — 

[Biology]

 denoting a major biogeographical region comprising Malesia and East, South, and Southeast Asia.













indomethacin

 
/ˌindəˈmeTHəsən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a compound with anti-inflammatory, antipyretic, and analgesic properties, used chiefly to treat rheumatoid arthritis and gout.

[Chem. formula: C19
 H16
 NO4
 Cl.]











– origin

 1960s: from 
indo(le)

 + 
meth(yl)

 + 
ac(etic)

 + -in
 1
 .





indomitable

 
/inˈdämədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to subdue or defeat




•
 
a woman of indomitable spirit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
indomitability

 
/inˌdämədəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
indomitableness






noun













3.
 
indomitably

 
/inˈdämədəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘untamable’): from late Latin 
indomitabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
domitare

 ‘to tame.’






Indonesia

 
/ˌindəˈnēZHə/





I.
 
a country in Southeast Asia that consists of many islands in the Malay Archipelago; pop. 240,271,500 (est. 2009); capital, Jakarta (on Java); languages, Indonesian (official), Dutch, English, Malay, Balinese, Chinese, Javanese, and others.

Former name (until 1949) Dutch East Indies
 .





Indonesia consists of the territories of the former Dutch East Indies, of which the largest are Java, Sumatra, southern Borneo, western New Guinea, the Moluccas, and Sulawesi. The Dutch established control over the area in the 17th century. Independence was won in 1949, although Irian Jaya (now the province of Papua) was not handed over until 1963. An attempted communist coup was crushed by the army in 1965 and East Timor was annexed in 1976. The end of the 20th century saw the introduction of democratic elections and the gaining of full independence by East Timor. In 2004 more than 200,000 people were killed when an earthquake off the coast of Sumatra led to a tsunami that caused devastation in many countries around the Indian Ocean. / 
– origin

 from Indo-
 + Greek 
nēsos

 ‘island.’






Indonesian

 
/ˌindəˈnēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Indonesia, Indonesians, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Indonesia, or a person of Indonesian descent.




2.
 
the group of Austronesian languages, closely related to Malay, that are spoken in Indonesia and neighboring islands.




3.
 
another term for Bahasa Indonesia
 .














indoor

 
/ˈindôr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated, conducted, or used within a building or under cover




•
 
indoor sports.










2.
 
of or relating to sports played indoors




•
 
the national indoor champion.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (superseding earlier 
within-door

 ): from in
 (as a preposition) + door
 . Compare with indoors
 .






indoors

 
/inˈdôrz/





I.
 
adverb




into or within a building




•
 
they went indoors and explored the building.














II.
 
noun




the area or space inside a building




•
 
the rain makes indoors feel so warm and safe.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (superseding earlier 
within doors

 ): from indoor
 .





Indo-Pacific

 
/ˌindōpəˈsifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Indian Ocean and the adjacent parts of the Pacific.




2.
 
another term for Austronesian
 .








II.
 
noun




the Indo-Pacific seas or ocean.













Indore

 
/inˈdôr/






a city in central India, in Madhya Pradesh; pop. 1,811,500 (est. 2009).









indoxyl

 
/inˈdäksəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the radical —ONC8
 H6
 , derived from a hydroxy derivative of indole and present in indigotin.













Indra

 
/ˈindrə /

 

‹Hinduism›







the warrior king of the heavens, god of war and storm, to whom many of the prayers in the Rig Veda are addressed.









indraft

 
/ˈindraft /

 


‹Brit.›

 indraught






noun



1.
 
the drawing in of something.




2.
 
an inward flow or current, especially of air.













indrawn

 
/ˈinˌdrôn/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of breath) taken in.




2.
 
(of a person) shy and introspective.













indri

 
/ˈindrē/





I.
 
noun




a large, short-tailed Madagascan lemur that jumps from tree to tree in an upright position and rarely comes to the ground.

[
Indri indri

 , family 
Indriidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Malagasy 
indry!

 ‘behold!’ or 
indry izy!

 ‘there he is!,’ mistaken for its name. The Malagasy name is 
babakoto

 .





indricothere

 
/ˈindrikəˌTHir/





I.
 
noun




a large ungulate fossil mammal of the Oligocene epoch, related to the rhinoceros.

[Family 
Hyracodontidae

 , order 
Paraceratheriinae

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from modern Latin 
Indricotherium

 (genus name), from Russian 
indrik

 ‘giant mythical animal’ + Greek 
thērion

 ‘wild beast.’





indubitable

 
/inˈd(y)o͞obədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to doubt; unquestionable




•
 
an indubitable truth.














II.
 
derivatives





indubitably

 
/inˈd(y)o͞obədəblē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
indubitably, liberalism parades under many guises

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
indubitabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
dubitabilis

 (see dubitable
 ).






induce

 
/inˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
succeed in persuading or influencing (someone) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the pickets induced many workers to stay away.










2.
 
bring about or give rise to




•
 
none of these measures induced a change of policy.










3.
 
produce (an electric charge or current or a magnetic state) by induction.




4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
induced

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 cause (radioactivity) by bombardment with radiation.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 bring on (the birth of a baby) artificially, typically by the use of drugs.




6.
 
bring on childbirth in (a pregnant woman) artificially, typically by the use of drugs.




7.
 


[Logic]

 derive by inductive reasoning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inducer

 
/inˈd(y)o͞osər /






noun













2.
 
inducible

 
/inˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
enduce

 ): from Latin 
inducere

 ‘lead in,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead,’ or from French 
enduire

 . Compare with endue
 .





induced drag






noun






[Aeronautics]

 that part of the drag on an airfoil that arises from the development of lift.













inducement

 
/inˈd(y)o͞osmənt/






noun



1.
 
a thing that persuades or influences someone to do something




•
 
companies were prepared to build only in return for massive inducements




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
there is no inducement to wait for payment.










2.
 
a bribe.




3.
 


[Law]

 introductory statements in a pleading explaining the matter in dispute.














induct

 
/inˈdəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admit (someone) formally to a position or organization




•
 
each worker, if formally 
inducted into

 the Mafia, is known as a “soldier.”










2.
 
formally introduce (a member of the clergy) into possession of a benefice.




3.
 


(US)

 enlist (someone) for military service.




4.
 
(
induct someone in/into

 )
 — introduce someone to (a difficult or obscure subject)




•
 
my master inducted me into the skills of magic.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 install in a seat or room.








II.
 
derivatives





inductee

 
/inˌdəkˈtē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
induct-

 ‘led into,’ from the verb 
inducere

 (see induce
 ).





inductance

 
/inˈdəktəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the property of an electric conductor or circuit that causes an electromotive force to be generated by a change in the current flowing




•
 
the inductance of the winding




•
 
an inductance of 40 mH.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a component with the property of inductance.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from induction
 + -ance
 .






induction

 
/inˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of inducting someone to a position or organization




•
 
the league's 
induction into

 the Baseball Hall of Fame.










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a formal introduction to a new job or position




•
 
an induction course.










3.
 


(US)

 enlistment into military service.




4.
 
the process or action of bringing about or giving rise to something




•
 
isolation, starvation, and other forms of stress induction.










5.
 


[Medicine]

 the process of bringing on childbirth or abortion by artificial means, typically by the use of drugs.




6.
 


[Logic]

 the inference of a general law from particular instances.

Often contrasted with deduction
 .




7.
 
(
induction of

 )
 — the production of (facts) to prove a general statement.




8.
 
(also 
mathematical induction

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a means of proving a theorem by showing that if it is true of any particular case, it is true of the next case in a series, and then showing that it is indeed true in one particular case.




9.
 


[Physics]

 the production of an electric or magnetic state by the proximity (without contact) of an electrified or magnetized body.

See also magnetic induction
 .




10.
 
the production of an electric current in a conductor by varying the magnetic field applied to the conductor.




11.
 
the stage of the working cycle of an internal combustion engine in which the fuel mixture is drawn into the cylinders.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inductio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inducere

 ‘lead into’ (see induce
 ).





induction coil

 
/inˈdəkSHən koi(ə)l/






noun




a coil for generating intermittent high voltage from a direct current.













induction hardening






noun






[Metallurgy]

 a process for hardening steel surfaces by induction heating followed by quenching.













induction heating

 
/inˈdəkSHən ˌhēdiNG/






noun




heating of a material by inducing an electric current within it.














induction loop






noun




a sound system in which a loop of wire around an area in a building, such as a theater, produces an electromagnetic signal received directly by hearing aids used by the partially deaf.













inductive

 
/inˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by the inference of general laws from particular instances




•
 
instinct rather than inductive reasoning marked her approach to life.










2.
 
of, relating to, or caused by electric or magnetic induction.




3.
 
possessing inductance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inductively

 
/inˈdəktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
inductiveness

 
/inˈdəktivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘leading to’): from Old French 
inductif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
inductivus

 ‘hypothetical’ (later ‘inducing, leading to’), from Latin 
inducere

 (see induce
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





inductivism

 
/inˈdəktəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun




the use of or preference for inductive methods of reasoning, especially in science.








II.
 
derivatives





inductivist






noun, adjective





















inductor

 
/inˈdəktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a component in an electric or electronic circuit that possesses inductance.




2.
 
a substance that promotes an equilibrium reaction by reacting with one of the substances produced.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘a person who inducts or initiates’): from late Latin, from Latin 
inducere

 (see induce
 ), or from induct
 + -or
 1
 . Current senses date from the early 20th cent.






indulge

 
/inˈdəlj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
indulge in

 )


1.
 
allow oneself to enjoy the pleasure of




•
 
we indulged in some hot fudge sundaes.










2.
 
become involved in (an activity, typically one that is undesirable or disapproved of)




•
 
I don't indulge in idle gossip.










3.
 


‹informal›

 allow oneself to enjoy a particular pleasure, especially that of alcohol




•
 
I only indulge on special occasions.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — satisfy or yield freely to (a desire or interest)




•
 
she was able to indulge a growing passion for literature.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (someone) to enjoy a desired pleasure




•
 
I spent time indulging myself with secret feasts.














II.
 
derivatives





indulger

 
/inˈdəljər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘treat with excessive kindness’): from Latin 
indulgere

 ‘give free rein to.’





indulgence

 
/inˈdəljəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of indulging




•
 
indulgence in self-pity.










2.
 
the state or attitude of being indulgent or tolerant




•
 
she regarded his affairs with a casual, slightly amused indulgence.










3.
 
a thing that is indulged in; a luxury




•
 
Claire collects shoes—it is her indulgence.










4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (in the Roman Catholic Church) a grant by the pope of remission of the temporal punishment in purgatory still due for sins after absolution. The unrestricted sale of indulgences by pardoners was a widespread abuse during the later Middle Ages.




5.
 
an extension of the time in which a bill or debt has to be paid.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
indulgentia

 , from the verb 
indulgere

 (see indulge
 ).





indulgent

 
/inˈdəljənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or indicating a tendency to be overly generous to or lenient with someone




•
 
indulgent parents.










2.
 
self-indulgent




•
 
a slightly adolescent, indulgent account of a love affair.














II.
 
derivatives





indulgently

 
/inˈdəljəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
indulgent-

 ‘giving free rein to,’ from the verb 
indulgere

 .





induline

 
/ˈind(y)əˌlēn, -lin/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of insoluble blue azine dyes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
indo-

 (denoting indigo) + -ule
 + -ine
 4
 .





indult

 
/inˈdəlt/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a license granted by the pope authorizing an act that the common law of the Church does not sanction.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
indultum

 ‘grant, concession,’ neuter past participle of Latin 
indulgere

 ‘indulge.’





indumentum

 
/ˌind(y)əˈmen(t)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a covering of hairs (or feathers) on an animal or plant.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘garment,’ from 
induere

 ‘put on, don.’





indurate

 
/ˈind(y)əˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
indurated

 )


1.
 
harden




•
 
a bed of indurated clay.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
induration

 
/ˌind(y)əˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
indurative

 
/ˈind(y)əˌrādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier Middle English) as 
induration

 : from Latin 
indurat-

 ‘made hard,’ from the verb 
indurare

 (based on 
durus

 ‘hard’).






Indus1


 
/ˈindəs/






a river in southern Asia, about 1,800 miles (2,900 km) long, that flows from Tibet through Kashmir and Pakistan to the Arabian Sea. Along its valley an early civilization flourished from 
c.

 2600 to 1760 
BC

 .









Indus2


 
/ˈindəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous southern constellation (the Indian), between Capricornus and Pavo.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Indi

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Indi.













– origin

 Latin.





indus.






abbreviation




industrial or industry.













indusium

 
/inˈd(y)o͞oZHēəm inˈd(y)o͞ozēəm/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Botany]

 a thin membranous covering, especially a shield covering a sorus on a fern frond.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tunic,’ from 
induere

 ‘put on, don.’





industrial

 
/inˈdəstrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characterized by industry




•
 
a small industrial town.










2.
 
having highly developed industries




•
 
the major industrial nations.










3.
 
designed or suitable for use in industry




•
 
industrial heating oil.










4.
 
(of a disease or injury) contracted or sustained in the course of employment, especially in a factory.




5.
 
very great in extent or amount




•
 
we are seeing tax avoidance on an industrial scale




•
 
they quaff industrial quantities of beer.










6.
 
relating to or denoting a type of harsh, uncompromising rock music incorporating sounds resembling those produced by industrial machinery.








II.
 
noun

 — (
industrials

 )


1.
 
shares in industrial companies.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from industry
 + -al
 ; in later use influenced by French 
industriel

 .





industrial archaeology






noun




the study of equipment and buildings formerly used in industry.













industrial diamond

 
/inˈdəstrēəl ˈdī(ə)mənd/






noun




a small diamond, not of gem quality, used in abrasives and in cutting and drilling tools.













industrial espionage






noun




spying directed toward discovering the secrets of a rival manufacturer or other industrial company.













industrial estate

 
/inˈˌdəstrēəl əˈstāt/






noun




British term for industrial park
 .













industrialism

 
/inˈdəstrēəˌlizəm/






noun




a social or economic system built on manufacturing industries.













industrialist

 
/inˈdəstrēələst/






noun




a person involved in the ownership and management of industry.













industrialization

 
/inˌdəstrēələˈzāSHən inˌdəstrēələˈzāSHən/






noun




the development of industries in a country or region on a wide scale




•
 
these developing countries have undergone rapid industrialization.



















industrialize

 
/inˈdəstrēəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
industrialized

 )


1.
 
develop industries in (a country or region) on a wide scale




•
 
the industrialized nations.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a country or region) build up a system of industries




•
 
the country needs to industrialize to create both exports and jobs.



















industrially

 
/inˈdəstrēəlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to industry




•
 
industrially manufactured goods




•
 
industrially developed countries.



















industrial melanism






noun






[Zoology]

 the prevalence of dark-colored varieties of animals (especially moths) in industrial areas where they are better camouflaged against predators than paler forms.














industrial park






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an area of land developed as a site for factories and other industrial businesses.













industrial relations






plural noun




the relations between management and workers in industry.













Industrial Revolution

 
/inˈˌdəstrēəl ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHən/






the rapid development of industry that occurred in Britain in the late 18th and 19th centuries, brought about by the introduction of machinery. It was characterized by the use of steam power, the growth of factories, and the mass production of manufactured goods.









industrial-strength






adjective




very strong or powerful




•
 
an industrial-strength cleaner.



















industrial union

 
/inˈdəstrēəl ˈyo͞onyən/






noun




see vertical union
 .














Industrial Workers of the World

 
IWW






a radical US labor movement, founded in Chicago in 1905 and, as part of the syndicalist movement, dedicated to the overthrow of capitalism. Its popularity declined after World War I, and by 1925 its membership was insignificant.

Also called the Wobblies
 .









industrious

 
/inˈdəstrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




diligent and hard-working.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
industriously

 
/inˈdəstrēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
industriousness

 
/inˈdəstrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘skillful, clever, ingenious’): from French 
industrieux

 or late Latin 
industriosus

 , from Latin 
industria

 ‘diligence.’






industry

 
/ˈindəstrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
economic activity concerned with the processing of raw materials and manufacture of goods in factories




•
 
the competitiveness of American industry.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a particular form or branch of economic or commercial activity




•
 
the car industry




•
 
the tourist industry.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an activity or domain in which a great deal of time or effort is expended




•
 
the Shakespeare industry.










4.
 
hard work




•
 
the kitchen became 
a hive of industry

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
industrie

 or Latin 
industria

 ‘diligence.’





indwell

 
/inˈdwel/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be permanently present in (someone's soul or mind); possess spiritually




•
 
the Holy Spirit descended to indwell the believers.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
indwelling

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a catheter, needle, etc.) fixed in a person's body for a long period of time.








II.
 
derivatives





indweller






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: originally translating Latin 
inhabitare

 .





Indy

 
/ˈindē/





I.
 
noun




a form of auto racing in which specially constructed cars are driven around a banked, regular, typically oval circuit, which allows for exceptionally high speeds.











– origin

 1950s: named after Indianapolis
 , where the principal Indy race is held.





Indy car





I.
 
noun




a type of car used in Indy racing.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Indy or Indy cars.














-ine1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives) belonging to; resembling in nature




•
 
Alpine




•
 
canine.










2.
 
forming adjectives from taxonomic names (such as 
bovine

 from the genus 
Bos

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-in

 , 
-ine

 , or from Latin 
-inus

 .






-ine2






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives from the names of minerals, plants, etc.




•
 
crystalline




•
 
hyacinthine.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-inus

 , from Greek 
-inos

 .






-ine3






I.
 
suffix




forming feminine common nouns and proper names such as 
heroine

 , 
Josephine

 .











– origin

 from French, via Latin 
-ina

 from Greek 
-inē

 , or from German 
-in

 .






-ine4






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming chiefly abstract nouns and diminutives such as 
doctrine

 , 
medicine

 , 
figurine

 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 forming names of alkaloids, halogens, amines, amino acids, and other substances




•
 
cocaine




•
 
chlorine




•
 
thymine.

















– origin

 from French, from the Latin feminine form 
-ina

 .





inebriant

 
/iˈnēbrēənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) intoxicating




•
 
beware of inebriant concoctions disguised as ordinary punch.














II.
 
noun




an inebriating substance or agent; an intoxicant




•
 
the seedpod is a powerful inebriant.



















inebriate

 

‹formal humorous›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/iˈnēbrēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
inebriated

 )


1.
 
make (someone) drunk; intoxicate.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/iˈnēbrēət /



1.
 
a drunkard.








III.
 
adjective

 — 
/iˈnēbrēət /



1.
 
drunk; intoxicated.








IV.
 
derivatives





inebriety

 
/ˌiniˈbrī-itē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
inebriatus

 , past participle of 
inebriare

 ‘intoxicate’ (based on 
ebrius

 ‘drunk’).





inebriation

 
/iˌnēbrēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 drunkenness; intoxication




•
 
they were in an advanced state of inebriation.



















inedible

 
/ˌinˈedəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not fit or suitable for eating




•
 
an inedible variety of mushroom.














II.
 
derivatives





inedibility






noun





















inedited

 
/inˈedədəd/






adjective



1.
 
not edited or published.




2.
 
published without editorial emendation.













ineducable

 
/inˈejəkəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




considered incapable of being educated, especially (formerly) as a result of mental disability.








II.
 
derivatives





ineducability






noun





















ineffable

 
/inˈefəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words




•
 
the ineffable natural beauty of the Everglades.










2.
 
not to be uttered




•
 
the ineffable Hebrew name that gentiles write as Jehovah.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ineffability

 
/inˌefəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
ineffably

 
/inˈefəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
ineffabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
effabilis

 (see effable
 ).





ineffaceable

 
/ˌinəˈfāsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be erased or forgotten.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ineffaceability

 
/-ˌfāsəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
ineffaceably

 
/ˌinəˈfāsəblē /






adverb





















ineffective

 
/ˌinəˈfektiv/





I.
 
adjective




not producing any significant or desired effect




•
 
the legal sanctions against oil spills are virtually ineffective




•
 
a weak and ineffective president.














II.
 
derivatives





ineffectively

 
/ˌinəˈfektivlē /






adverb





















ineffectiveness

 
/ˌinəˈfektivnəs/






noun




the quality of not producing any significant or desired effect




•
 
the report highlighted the ineffectiveness of sanctions




•
 
the guidelines advise against antibiotics because of their ineffectiveness.



















ineffectual

 
/ˌinəˈfek(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not producing any or the desired effect




•
 
an ineffectual campaign.










2.
 
(of a person) lacking the ability or qualities to cope with a role or situation




•
 
she was neglectful and ineffectual as a parent.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ineffectuality

 
/-fekCHo͞oˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
ineffectually

 
/ˈˌinəˈfek(t)SH(əw)əlē /






adverb













3.
 
ineffectualness

 
/ˌinəˈfek(t)SH(o͞o)əlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
ineffectualis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
effectualis

 , from Latin 
effectus

 (see effect
 ); in later use from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + effectual
 .





inefficacious

 
/ˈinefiˈkāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




not producing the desired effect.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inefficacy






noun













2.
 
inefficaciously

 
/ˌinefiˈkāSHəslē /






adverb





















inefficiency

 
/ˈˌinəˈfiSHənsē ˈˌinēˈfiSHənsē/






noun




the state of not achieving maximum productivity; failure to make the best use of time or resources




•
 
the idea is to eliminate inefficiency, creating a seamless manufacturing process




•
 
the hospital had its budget cut because of past financial inefficiencies.



















inefficient

 
/ˌinəˈfiSH(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




not achieving maximum productivity; wasting or failing to make the best use of time or resources




•
 
an old, inefficient factory




•
 
the government was both inefficient and corrupt.














II.
 
derivatives





inefficiently

 
/ˈˌinəˈfiSHəntlē ˈˌinēˈfiSHəntlē /






adverb





















inegalitarian

 
/ˌinēɡaləˈterēən/






adjective




characterized by or promoting inequality between people.













inelastic

 
/ˈiniˈlastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance or material) not elastic.




2.
 


[Economics]

 (of demand or supply) insensitive to changes in price or income.




3.
 


[Physics]

 (of a collision) involving an overall loss of translational kinetic energy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inelastically






adverb













2.
 
inelasticity

 
/ˈˌiniˌlaˈstisədē /






noun





















inelegant

 
/inˈeləɡənt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a lack of physical grace, elegance, or refinement




•
 
he came skidding to an inelegant halt




•
 
an inelegant bellow of laughter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inelegance

 
/inˈeləɡ(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
inelegantly

 
/inˈeləɡ(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
inélégant

 , from Latin 
inelegant-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
elegant-

 ‘fastidious, refined’ (see elegant
 ).





ineligible

 
/ˌinˈeləjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
legally or officially unable to be considered for a position or benefit




•
 
they were 
ineligible for

 jury duty.










2.
 


‹dated›

 not suitable or desirable, especially as a marriage partner




•
 
as a son-in-law he was quite ineligible.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ineligibility

 
/ˌinˌeləjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
ineligibly






adverb





















ineliminable

 
/iniˈliminəbl/






adjective




incapable of being removed or excluded from consideration




•
 
an ineliminable feature of the human condition.



















ineluctable

 
/ˌinəˈləktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be resisted or avoided; inescapable




•
 
the ineluctable facts of history.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ineluctability

 
/-ˌləktəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
ineluctably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ineluctabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
eluctari

 ‘struggle out.’





inept

 
/iˈnept/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing no skill; clumsy




•
 
the inept handling of the threat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ineptly

 
/iˈneptlē /






adverb













2.
 
ineptness

 
/iˈneptnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘not apt, unsuitable’): from Latin 
ineptus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
aptus

 (see apt
 ).





ineptitude

 
/iˈneptəˌt(y)o͞od/






noun




lack of skill or ability




•
 
the officials displayed remarkable ineptitude




•
 
the sheer ineptitude of their economic plan.



















inequality

 
/ˌinəˈkwälədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
difference in size, degree, circumstances, etc.; lack of equality




•
 
social inequality




•
 
the widening inequalities in income.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 lack of smoothness or regularity in a surface




•
 
the inequality of the ground hindered their footing.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the relation between two expressions that are not equal, employing a sign such as ≠ “not equal to,” > “greater than,” or “less than.”




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a symbolic expression of the fact that two quantities are not equal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
inequalité

 , or from Latin 
inaequalitas

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
aequalis

 (see equal
 ).





inequitable

 
/inˈekwədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unfair; unjust




•
 
the present taxes are inequitable.














II.
 
derivatives





inequitably

 
/inˈekwədəblē /






adverb





















inequity

 
/inˈekwədē/






noun




lack of fairness or justice




•
 
policies aimed at redressing racial inequity




•
 
inequities in school financing.



















inequivalve

 
/inˈēkwəˌvalv/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a bivalve shell) having the valves of different sizes.













ineradicable

 
/ˌinəˈradəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be destroyed or removed




•
 
ineradicable hostility.














II.
 
derivatives





ineradicably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















inerrant

 
/inˈerənt/





I.
 
adjective




incapable of being wrong.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inerrancy






noun













2.
 
inerrantist

 
/-tist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
inerrant-

 ‘fixed,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
errant-

 ‘erring’ (see errant
 ).






inert

 
/iˈnərt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking the ability or strength to move




•
 
she lay inert in her bed.










2.
 
lacking vigor




•
 
an inert political system.










3.
 
chemically inactive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inertly

 
/iˈnərtlē /






adverb













2.
 
inertness

 
/iˈnərtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
iners

 , 
inert-

 ‘unskilled, inactive,’ from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
ars

 , 
art-

 ‘skill, art.’





inert gas






noun




another term for noble gas
 .













inertia

 
/iˈnərSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tendency to do nothing or to remain unchanged




•
 
the bureaucratic inertia of government.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a property of matter by which it continues in its existing state of rest or uniform motion in a straight line, unless that state is changed by an external force.

See also moment of inertia
 .




3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — resistance to change in some other physical property




•
 
the 
thermal inertia

 of the oceans will delay the full rise in temperature for a few decades.














II.
 
derivatives





inertialess






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, from 
iners

 , 
inert-

 (see inert
 ).





inertial

 
/iˈnərSHəl/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 of, relating to, or arising from inertia.




2.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 (of navigation or guidance) depending on internal instruments that measure a craft's acceleration and compare the calculated position with stored data.




3.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 (of a frame of reference) in which bodies continue at rest or in uniform straight motion unless acted on by a force.













inertia reel

 
/iˈnərSHə ˌrēl/






noun




a reel device that allows a vehicle seat belt to unwind freely but locks under force of impact or rapid deceleration.














inescapable

 
/ˌinəˈskāpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be avoided or denied.








II.
 
derivatives





inescapability

 
/-ˌskāpəˈbilitē /






noun





















inescapably

 
/ˌinəˈskāpəblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be avoided or ignored; undeniably




•
 
an ideological conflict inescapably tied to religion.



















inescutcheon

 
/ˌinəˈskəCH(ə)n/






noun






[Heraldry]

 a small shield placed within a larger one.













-iness





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-y

 (such as 
clumsiness

 corresponding to 
clumsy

 ).











– origin

 see -y
 1
 , -ness
 .






in esse

 
/in ˈesē, ˈese/





I.
 
adverb




in actual existence.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in being’ (the infinitive used as a noun in an oblique case).






inessential

 
/ˌinəˈsen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not absolutely necessary.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
inessentials

 )


1.
 
a thing that is not absolutely necessary.













inestimable

 
/inˈestəməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too great to calculate




•
 
a treasure of inestimable value.














II.
 
derivatives





inestimably

 
/inˈestəməblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
inaestimabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
aestimabilis

 (see estimable
 ).





inevitability

 
/iˌnevədəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being certain to happen




•
 
there was an air of inevitability about the outcome




•
 
the inevitability of death




•
 
one of the inevitabilities of life.



















inevitable

 
/inˈevidəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
certain to happen; unavoidable




•
 
war was inevitable.










2.
 


‹informal›

 so frequently experienced or seen that it is completely predictable




•
 
the inevitable letter from the bank.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the inevitable

 )


1.
 
a situation that is unavoidable.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inevitabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
evitabilis

 ‘avoidable’ (from 
evitare

 ‘avoid’).





inevitably

 
/inˈevidəblē/






adverb

 — [often as 
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
as is certain to happen; unavoidably




•
 
inevitably some details are already out of date




•
 
war inevitably has casualties.










2.
 


‹informal›

 as one would expect; predictably




•
 
inevitably, the phone started to ring just as we sat down.



















inexact

 
/ˌiniɡˈzakt/





I.
 
adjective




not quite accurate or correct




•
 
an inexact description.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inexactitude

 
/ˌiniɡˈzaktito͞od /






noun













2.
 
inexactly

 
/ˌiniɡˈzaktlē /






adverb













3.
 
inexactness

 
/ˌiniɡˈzaktnəs /






noun





















inexcusable

 
/ˌinikˈskyo͞ozəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too bad to be justified or tolerated




•
 
Matt's behavior was inexcusable.














II.
 
derivatives





inexcusably

 
/ˈˌinikˈskyo͞ozəblē ˈˌinekˈskyo͞ozəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inexcusabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
excusabilis

 ‘able to be excused’ (see excuse
 ).





inexhaustible

 
/ˌiniɡˈzôstəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an amount or supply of something) unable to be used up because existing in abundance




•
 
his inexhaustible energy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inexhaustibility

 
/ˌiniɡˌzôstəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inexhaustibly

 
/ˌiniɡˈzôstəblē /






adverb





















inexorable

 
/ˌinˈeksərəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impossible to stop or prevent




•
 
the seemingly inexorable march of new technology.










2.
 
(of a person) impossible to persuade by request or entreaty




•
 
the doctors were inexorable, and there was nothing to be done.














II.
 
derivatives





inexorability

 
/iˌneks(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
inexorabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
exorabilis

 (from 
exorare

 ‘entreat’).





inexorably

 
/iˈneks(ə)rəblē/






adverb




in a way that is impossible to stop or prevent




•
 
the conflict was to lead inexorably to the outbreak of World War I.



















inexpedient

 
/ˌinikˈspēdēənt/





I.
 
adjective




not practical, suitable, or advisable.








II.
 
derivatives





inexpediency

 
/ˌinikˈspēdēənsē /






noun





















inexpensive

 
/ˌinikˈspensiv/





I.
 
adjective




not costing a great deal; cheap




•
 
a simple and inexpensive solution.














II.
 
derivatives





inexpensiveness

 
/ˌinikˈspensivnəs /






noun





















inexpensively

 
/ˌinikˈspensivlē/






adverb




at little expense; cheaply




•
 
bottled water can be purchased inexpensively




•
 
inexpensively priced hotels.



















inexperience

 
/ˌinikˈspērēəns/





I.
 
noun




lack of experience, knowledge, or skill.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
inexpérience

 , from late Latin 
inexperientia

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
experientia

 ‘experience.’





inexperienced

 
/ˌinəkˈspirēənst/






adjective




having little knowledge or experience of a particular thing




•
 
an inexperienced driver.




•
 
he is still relatively young and inexperienced.



















inexpert

 
/ˌinˈekspərt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a lack of experience, skill, or knowledge




•
 
an inexpert transcription from the real music.














II.
 
derivatives





inexpertly

 
/ˈˌinˈekspərtlē ənˈekspərtlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘inexperienced’): via Old French from Latin 
inexpertus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
expertus

 (see expert
 ).





inexpiable

 
/inˈekspēəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of an offense or feeling) so bad as to be impossible to expiate.








II.
 
derivatives





inexpiably

 
/inˈekspēəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inexpiabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
expiabilis

 ‘able to be appeased’ (from 
expiare

 ‘expiate’).





inexplicable

 
/ˌinekˈsplikəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be explained or accounted for




•
 
for some inexplicable reason her mind went completely blank.














II.
 
derivatives





inexplicability

 
/ˌinekˌsplikəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
inexplicabilis

 ‘that cannot be unfolded,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
explicabilis

 (see explicable
 ).





inexplicably

 
/ˈˌinekˈsplikəblē inˌekˈsplikəblē ˈˌinˈekspləkəblē inˈekspləkəblē/






adverb




[often as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in a way that cannot be explained or accounted for




•
 
many crucial documents had inexplicably disappeared




•
 
somehow, inexplicably, I was back where I had begun.



















inexplicit

 
/ˈinikˈsplisit/





I.
 
adjective




not definitely or clearly expressed or explained.








II.
 
derivatives





inexplicitly






adverb





















inexpressible

 
/ˌinikˈspresəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a feeling) too strong to be described or conveyed in words




•
 
inexpressible joy.














II.
 
derivatives





inexpressibly

 
/ˈˌinikˈspresəblē ˈˌinəkˈspresəblē inikˈspresəblē inekˈspresəblē /






adverb





















inexpressive

 
/ˌinikˈspresiv/





I.
 
adjective




showing no expression




•
 
an inexpressive face.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inexpressively

 
/ˌinikˈspresəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
inexpressiveness

 
/ˌinikˈspresivnəs /






noun





















inexpugnable

 
/ˌinekˈspyo͞onəb(ə)l ˌinekˈspəɡnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




archaic term for impregnable
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
inexpugnabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
expugnabilis

 ‘able to be taken by assault.’





inextensible

 
/inikˈstensibəl/






adjective




unable to be stretched or drawn out in length.













in extenso

 
/ˌin əkˈstensō/





I.
 
adverb




in full; at length




•
 
the paper covered their speeches in extenso.

















– origin

 Latin, from 
in

 ‘in’ + 
extensus

 , past participle of 
extendere

 ‘stretch out.’





inextinguishable

 
/ˌinikˈstiNGɡwəSHəb(ə)l/






adjective




unable to be extinguished or quenched




•
 
a small inextinguishable candle




•
 


‹figurative›

 inextinguishable good humor.



















in extremis

 
/ˌin ikˈstrāmis ˌin ikˈstrēmis/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in an extremely difficult situation




•
 
they suddenly find themselves in extremis 20 miles out to sea.










2.
 
at the point of death.











– origin

 Latin, from 
in

 ‘in’ + 
extremis

 , ablative plural of 
extremus

 ‘outermost.’





inextricable

 
/ˌinəkˈstrikəb(ə)l inˈekstrikəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impossible to disentangle or separate




•
 
the past and the present are inextricable.










2.
 
impossible to escape from




•
 
an inextricable situation.














II.
 
derivatives





inextricability

 
/ˌinəkˌstrikəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
inextricabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
extricare

 ‘unravel’ (see extricate
 ).





inextricably

 
/ˌinəkˈstrikəblē inˈekstrəkəblē/






adverb




in a way that is impossible to disentangle or separate




•
 
for many top executives, golf and business are inextricably linked




•
 
Christmas is inextricably interwoven with my notions of home and family.



















INF






abbreviation




intermediate-range nuclear force(s).













inf.






abbreviation



1.
 
infantry.




2.
 
inferior.




3.
 
infield or infielder.




4.
 
infinitive.




5.
 
infinity.




6.
 
infirmary.




7.
 
information.




8.
 
after; below.

[from Latin 
infra

 .]




9.
 
(in prescriptions) infuse.




10.
 
an infusion.













infall

 
/ˈinfôl/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the falling of small objects or other matter onto or into a larger body.













infallibility

 
/inˌfaləˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being infallible; the inability to be wrong




•
 
his judgment became impaired by faith in his own infallibility.










2.
 
(also 
papal infallibility

 )
 — (in the Roman Catholic Church) the doctrine that in specified circumstances the pope is incapable of error in pronouncing dogma.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
infallibilité

 or medieval Latin 
infallibilitas

 (based on Latin 
fallere

 ‘deceive’).





infallible

 
/inˈfaləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
incapable of making mistakes or being wrong




•
 
doctors are not infallible.










2.
 
never failing; always effective




•
 
infallible cures.










3.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) credited with papal infallibility




•
 
for an encyclical to be infallible the pope must speak ex cathedra.














II.
 
derivatives





infallibly

 
/inˈfaləblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
infaillible

 or late Latin 
infallibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
fallere

 ‘deceive.’





infamous

 
/ˈinfəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
well known for some bad quality or deed




•
 
an infamous war criminal.










2.
 
wicked; abominable




•
 
the medical council disqualified him for infamous misconduct.










3.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 (of a person) deprived of all or some citizens' rights as a consequence of conviction for a serious crime.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
infamosus

 , from Latin 
infamis

 (based on 
fama

 ‘fame’).





infamously

 
/ˈinfəməslē/






adverb




in a way that is well known for some bad quality or deed




•
 
he infamously remarked that he hadn't read the Treaty.



















infamy

 
/ˈinfəmē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being well known for some bad quality or deed




•
 
a day that will live in infamy.










2.
 
an evil or wicked act




•
 
one of history's greatest infamies.



















infancy

 
/ˈinfənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or period of early childhood or babyhood




•
 
a son who died in infancy.










2.
 
the early stage in the development or growth of something




•
 
opinion polls were 
in their infancy

 .










3.
 


[Law]

 the condition of being a minor.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infantia

 ‘childhood, inability to speak,’ from 
infans

 , 
infant-

 (see infant
 ).





infangthief

 
/ˈinfəNGˌTHēf/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the right of the lord of a manor to try and punish a thief caught within the limits of his demesne.











– origin

 Old English 
infangenthēof

 ‘thief seized within.’






infant

 
/ˈinfənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very young child or baby.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something in an early stage of its development




•
 
the infant science of bioelectrical medicine.










3.
 


[Law]

 a person who has not attained legal majority.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
enfant

 , from Latin 
infant-

 ‘unable to speak,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
fant-

 ‘speaking’ (from the verb 
fari

 ).





infanta

 
/inˈfantə/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a daughter of the ruling monarch of Spain or Portugal, especially the eldest daughter who was not heir to the throne.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Spanish and Portuguese, feminine of infante
 .






infante

 
/inˈfantā/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the second son of the ruling monarch of Spain or Portugal.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Spanish and Portuguese, from Latin 
infans

 , 
infant-

 (see infant
 ).





infanticide

 
/inˈfan(t)əˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the crime of killing a child within a year of birth.




2.
 
the practice in some societies of killing unwanted children soon after birth.




3.
 
a person who kills an infant, especially their own child.








II.
 
derivatives





infanticidal

 
/-ˌfantiˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from late Latin 
infanticidium

 , from Latin 
infant-

 (see infant
 ) + 
-cidium

 (see -cide
 ).






infantile

 
/ˈinfənˌtīl ˈinfəntil/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or occurring among babies or very young children




•
 
infantile colic.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 childish




•
 
infantile jokes.














II.
 
derivatives





infantility

 
/ˌinfənˈtilitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
infantilis

 , from 
infans

 , 
infant-

 (see infant
 ).





infantile paralysis






noun






‹dated›

 poliomyelitis.













infantilism

 
/inˈfantilizəm/






noun



1.
 
childish behavior.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 the persistence of infantile characteristics or behavior in adult life.













infantilize

 
/inˈfantilīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (someone) as a child or in a way that denies their maturity in age or experience




•
 
seeing yourself as a victim infantilizes you.














II.
 
derivatives





infantilization

 
/ˌinfəntl-iˈzāSHən, inˌfan- /






noun





















infantine

 
/ˈinfənˌtīn, -ˌtēn/





I.
 
adjective




archaic term for infantile
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
infantin

 , variant of Old French 
enfantin

 , from Latin 
infans

 , 
infant-

 (see infant
 ).





infant mortality

 
/ˈˌinfənt môrˈtalədē/






noun




the death of children under the age of one year.













infantry

 
/ˈinfəntrē/





I.
 
noun




soldiers marching or fighting on foot; foot soldiers collectively.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
infanterie

 , from Italian 
infanteria

 , from 
infante

 ‘youth, infantryman,’ from Latin 
infant-

 (see infant
 ).





infantryman

 
/ˈinfəntrēmən/






noun




a soldier belonging to an infantry unit.













infarct

 
/ˈinˌfärkt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small localized area of dead tissue resulting from failure of blood supply.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
infarctus

 , from 
infarcire

 ‘stuff into or with,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + Latin 
farcire

 ‘to stuff.’





infarction

 
/inˈfärkSHən/






noun




the obstruction of the blood supply to an organ or region of tissue, typically by a thrombus or embolus, causing local death of the tissue.













infatuate

 
/inˈfaCHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be infatuated with

 )


1.
 
be inspired with an intense but short-lived passion or admiration for




•
 
she is infatuated with a handsome police chief.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
infatuat-

 ‘made foolish,’ from the verb 
infatuare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
fatuus

 ‘foolish.’





infatuation

 
/inˌfaCHəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun




an intense but short-lived passion or admiration for someone or something




•
 
he had developed an 
infatuation with

 the girl.




•
 
the thrill of infatuation.




















infauna

 
/inˈfônə/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 the animals living in the sediments of the ocean floor or river or lake beds.

Compare with epifauna
 .








II.
 
derivatives





infaunal

 
/-ˈfônl /






adjective





















infeasible

 
/inˈfēzəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not possible to do easily or conveniently; impracticable.








II.
 
derivatives





infeasibility






noun






















infect

 
/inˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
affect (a person, organism, cell, etc.) with a disease-causing organism




•
 
there is no evidence that the virus can infect humans.










2.
 
contaminate (air, water, etc.) with harmful organisms.




3.
 


[Computing]

 affect with a virus.




4.
 
(of a negative feeling or idea) take hold of or be communicated to (someone)




•
 
the panic in his voice infected her.














II.
 
derivatives





infector

 
/inˈfektər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infect-

 ‘tainted,’ from the verb 
inficere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
facere

 ‘put, do.’





infection

 
/inˈfekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of infecting or the state of being infected




•
 
strict hygiene will limit the risk of infection.










2.
 
an infectious disease




•
 
a chest infection.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the presence of a virus in, or its introduction into, a computer system.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
infectio(n-)

 , from Latin 
inficere

 ‘dip in, taint’ (see infect
 ).





infectious

 
/inˈfekSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or disease-causing organism) likely to be transmitted to people, organisms, etc., through the environment.




2.
 
likely to spread infection




•
 
the dogs may still be infectious.










3.
 
likely to spread or influence others in a rapid manner




•
 
her enthusiasm is infectious.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
infectiously

 
/inˈfekSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
infectiousness

 
/inˈfekSHəsnəs /






noun



















usage:

 On the differences in meaning between 
infectious

 and 
contagious

 , see usage at contagious
 .






infectious mononucleosis






noun




an infectious viral disease characterized by swelling of the lymph glands and prolonged lassitude.

Also called glandular fever
 .













infective

 
/inˈfektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of causing infection.




2.
 


‹dated›

 infectious




•
 
infective hepatitis.














II.
 
derivatives





infectiveness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infectivus

 , from 
inficere

 ‘to taint’ (see infect
 ).





infecund

 
/inˈfēkənd/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a woman or female animal) having low or zero fecundity; unable to bear children or young.








II.
 
derivatives





infecundity






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infecundus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
fecundus

 ‘fecund.’





infeed

 
/ˈinfēd/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of supplying material to a machine.




2.
 
a mechanism that does this.













infelicitous

 
/ˌinfəˈlisədəs/





I.
 
adjective




unfortunate; inappropriate




•
 
his illustration is singularly infelicitous.














II.
 
derivatives





infelicitously

 
/ˌinfəˈlisədəslē /






adverb





















infelicity

 
/ˌinfəˈlisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is inappropriate, especially a remark or expression




•
 
she winced at their infelicities and at the clumsy way they talked.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 unhappiness; misfortune.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘unhappiness’): from Latin 
infelicitas

 , from 
infelix

 , 
infelic-

 ‘unhappy,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
felix

 ‘happy.’






infer

 
/inˈfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deduce or conclude (information) from evidence and reasoning rather than from explicit statements


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
from these facts we can infer that crime has been increasing.














II.
 
derivatives





inferable

 
/inˈfərəb(ə)l /

 
inferrable






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘bring about, inflict’): from Latin 
inferre

 ‘bring in, bring about’ (in medieval Latin ‘deduce’), from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring.’ / 
usage:

 There is a distinction in meaning between 
infer

 and 
imply

 . In the sentence the speaker 
implied

 that the general had been a traitor, the word 
implied

 means that something in the speaker's words ‘suggested’ that this man was a traitor (although nothing so explicit was actually stated). However, in we 
inferred

 from his words that the general had been a traitor, the word 
inferred

 means that something in the speaker's words enabled the listeners to ‘deduce’ that the man was a traitor. The two words 
infer

 and 
imply

 can describe the same event, but from different angles. Mistakes occur when 
infer

 is used to mean 
imply

 , as in are you 
inferring

 that I'm a liar? (instead of are you 
implying

 that I'm a liar?).





inference

 
/ˈinf(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning.




2.
 
the process of inferring something




•
 
his emphasis on order and health, and 
by inference

 cleanliness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inferential

 
/ˌinfəˈren(t)SH(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
inferentially

 
/ˌinfəˈren(t)SHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
inferentia

 , from 
inferent-

 ‘bringing in,’ from the verb 
inferre

 (see infer
 ).





inferior

 
/ˌinˈfirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lower in rank, status, or quality




•
 
schooling in inner-city areas was 
inferior to

 that in the rest of the country.










2.
 
of low standard or quality




•
 
inferior goods.










3.
 


[Law]

 (of a court or tribunal) able to have its decisions overturned by a higher court.




4.
 


[Economics]

 denoting goods or services that are in greater demand during a recession than in a boom, e.g., secondhand clothes.




5.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 low or lower in position




•
 
ulcers located in the inferior and posterior wall of the duodenum.










6.
 
(of a letter, figure, or symbol) written or printed below the line.




7.
 


[Botany]

 (of the ovary of a flower) situated below the sepals and enclosed in the receptacle.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person lower than another in rank, status, or ability




•
 
her social and intellectual inferiors.










2.
 


[Printing]

 an inferior letter, figure, or symbol.








III.
 
derivatives





inferiorly

 
/inˈfirēərlē /






adverb





inferior
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): from Latin, comparative of 
inferus

 ‘low.’





inferior conjunction






noun






[Astronomy]

 a conjunction of Mercury or Venus with the sun, in which the planet and the earth are on the same side of the sun.













inferiority

 
/inˌfirēˈôrədē inˌfirēˈärədē/





I.
 
noun




the condition of being lower in status or quality than another or others.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from medieval Latin 
inferioritas

 , from Latin 
inferior

 ‘lower.’





inferiority complex






noun




an unrealistic feeling of general inadequacy caused by actual or supposed inferiority in one sphere, sometimes marked by aggressive behavior in compensation.














inferior planet






noun






[Astronomy]

 either of the two planets Mercury and Venus, whose orbits are closer to the sun than the earth's.

Compare with superior planet
 .














infernal

 
/inˈfərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of hell or the underworld




•
 
the infernal regions




•
 
the infernal heat of the forge.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 irritating and tiresome (used for emphasis)




•
 
you're an infernal nuisance.














II.
 
derivatives





infernally

 
/inˈfərnlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Christian Latin 
infernalis

 , from Latin 
infernus

 ‘below, underground,’ used by Christians to mean ‘hell,’ on the pattern of 
inferni

 (masculine plural) ‘the shades’ and 
inferna

 (neuter plural) ‘the lower regions.’





inferno

 
/inˈfərnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large fire that is dangerously out of control.




2.
 
(usu. 
Inferno

 )
 — hell (with reference to Dante's 
Divine Comedy

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from Christian Latin 
infernus

 (see infernal
 ).





infertile

 
/inˈfərdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, animal, or plant) unable to reproduce.




2.
 
(of land) unable to sustain crops or vegetation.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
infertilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
fertilis

 (see fertile
 ).





infertility

 
/ˌinfərˈtilədē/






noun



1.
 
inability to conceive children or young




•
 
chlamydia can cause infertility in women




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a couple undergoing infertility treatment.










2.
 
inability of land to sustain crops or vegetation; unproductiveness




•
 
ecological problems such as increasing soil infertility.



















infest

 
/inˈfest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be infested

 )


1.
 
(of insects or animals) be present (in a place or site) in large numbers, typically so as to cause damage or disease




•
 
the house is 
infested with

 cockroaches




•
 (
-infested

 )
 
shark-infested waters.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘torment, harass’): from French 
infester

 or Latin 
infestare

 ‘assail,’ from 
infestus

 ‘hostile.’ The current sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





infestation

 
/ˌinfəˈstāSHən/






noun




the presence of an unusually large number of insects or animals in a place, typically so as to cause damage or disease




•
 
infestation with head lice is widespread




•
 
efforts were made to deal with an infestation of rats in the building.



















infeudation

 
/ˌinfyo͞oˈdāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 under the feudal system, the action of putting someone into possession of a fee or fief.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
infeudatio(n-)

 , from 
infeudare

 ‘enfeoff’ (based on 
feudum

 ‘fee’).





infibulate

 
/inˈfibyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
adj.

 
infibulated

 )


1.
 
perform infibulation on (a girl or woman).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
infibulat-

 ‘fastened with a clasp,’ from the verb 
infibulare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
fibula

 ‘brooch.’





infibulation

 
/inˌfibyəˈlāSHən/






noun




the practice of excising the clitoris and labia of a girl or woman and stitching together the edges of the vulva to prevent sexual intercourse. It is traditional in some northeastern African cultures but is highly controversial.














infidel

 
/ˈinfədl ˈinfəˌdel/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a person who does not believe in religion or who adheres to a religion other than one's own


(as 
plural noun

 
the infidel

 )


•
 
they wanted to secure the Holy Places from the infidel.














II.
 
adjective




adhering to a religion other than one's own




•
 
the infidel foe.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
infidèle

 or Latin 
infidelis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
fidelis

 ‘faithful’ (from 
fides

 ‘faith,’ related to 
fidere

 ‘to trust’). The word originally denoted a person of a religion other than one's own, specifically a Muslim (to a Christian), a Christian (to a Muslim), or a Gentile (to a Jew).





infidelity

 
/ˌinfəˈdelədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or state of being unfaithful to a spouse or other sexual partner




•
 
her infidelity continued after her marriage




•
 
I ought not to have tolerated his infidelities.










2.
 
unbelief in a particular religion, especially Christianity.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘lack of faith’ and ‘disloyalty’): from Old French 
infidelite

 or Latin 
infidelitas

 , from 
infidelis

 ‘not faithful’ (see infidel
 ).





infield

 
/ˈinˌfēld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the inner part of the field of play in various sports, in particular




2.
 


[Baseball]

 the area within and near the four bases.




3.
 


[Cricket]

 the part of the field closer to the wicket.




4.
 
the players stationed in the infield, collectively.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 the land around or near a farmstead, especially arable land.








II.
 
adverb




into or toward the inner part of the field of play.








III.
 
derivatives





infielder

 
/ˈinˌfēldər /






noun





infield
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)





















infighting

 
/ˈinˌfīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hidden conflict or competitiveness within an organization.




2.
 
boxing closer to an opponent than at arm's length.








II.
 
derivatives





infighter

 
/ˈinˌfīdər /






noun





















infill

 
/ˈinˌfil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
material that fills or is used to fill a space or hole.




2.
 
buildings constructed to occupy the space between existing ones.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill or block up (a space or hole).




2.
 
construct new buildings between (existing structures).













infiltrate

 
/inˈfilˌtrāt ˈinfəlˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter or gain access to (an organization, place, etc.) surreptitiously and gradually, especially in order to acquire secret information




•
 
other areas of the establishment were infiltrated by fascists.










2.
 
permeate or become a part of (something) by infiltration




•
 
computing has infiltrated most professions now.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a tumor, cells, etc.) spread into or invade (a tissue or organ).




4.
 
(of a liquid) permeate (something) by filtration




•
 
virtually no water infiltrates deserts such as the Sahara.










5.
 
introduce (a liquid) into something by filtration




•
 
lignocaine was 
infiltrated into

 the wound.














II.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an infiltrating substance or a number of infiltrating cells.








III.
 
derivatives





infiltrator

 
/ˈinfilˌtrādər /






noun





















infiltration

 
/ˌinfilˈtrāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of entering or gaining access to an organization or place surreptitiously, especially in order to acquire secret information or cause damage




•
 
the army fenced parts of the border in an effort to stop militant infiltration




•
 
cross-border infiltrations.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the spread of a tumor, cells, etc., into a tissue or organ




•
 
swelling of the lymph nodes due to infiltration of cancerous cells.










3.
 
permeation of a liquid into something by filtration




•
 
improved water infiltration into the soil




•
 
this mosaic was in danger of being lost because of the infiltration of rainwater.










4.
 
the process of gradually permeating or becoming a part of something




•
 
the gradual infiltration of Boyce's music into the national consciousness.



















infin.






abbreviation




infinitive.














in fine

 
/in ˈfīnē/





I.
 
adverb




finally; in short; to sum up.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in the end.’






infinite

 
/ˈinfənət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
limitless or endless in space, extent, or size; impossible to measure or calculate




•
 
the infinite mercy of God




•
 
the infinite number of stars in the universe.










2.
 
very great in amount or degree




•
 
he bathed the wound with infinite care.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 greater than any assignable quantity or countable number.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a series) able to be continued indefinitely.




5.
 


[Grammar]

 another term for nonfinite
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (
the infinite

 )


1.
 
a space or quantity that is infinite.




2.
 
(
the Infinite

 )
 — God.








III.
 
derivatives





infiniteness

 
/ˈinf(ə)nətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infinitus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
finitus

 ‘finished, finite’ (see finite
 ).





infinitely

 
/ˈinfənətlē/






adverb



1.
 
to an infinite extent or amount; without limit




•
 
there are issues here that could be expanded infinitely




•
 
infinitely divisible magnitudes.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a very great degree; immensely




•
 
a sweet, infinitely watchable performance




•
 
doing something is infinitely preferable to doing nothing.



















infinite regress






noun






[chiefly Logic]

 a sequence of reasoning or justification that can never come to an end.













infinitesimal

 
/ˌinfinəˈtes(ə)m(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




extremely small




•
 
an infinitesimal pause.














II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 an indefinitely small quantity; a value approaching zero.








III.
 
derivatives





infinitesimally

 
/ˌinˌfinəˈtes(ə)m(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
infinitesimus

 , from Latin 
infinitus

 (see infinite
 ), on the pattern of 
centesimal

 . / 
usage:

 Although this long word is commonly assumed to refer to large numbers, 
infinitesimal

 describes only very small size. While there may be an infinite number of grains of sand on the beach, a single grain may be said to be infinitesimal.





infinitive

 
/inˈfinədiv/





I.
 
noun




the basic form of a verb, without an inflection binding it to a particular subject or tense (e.g., 
see

 in 
we came to see

 , 
let him see

 ).








II.
 
adjective




having or involving an infinitive form.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
infinitival

 
/-finiˈtīvəl /






adjective













2.
 
infinitivally

 
/-ˌfiniˈtīvəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
infinitivus

 , from 
infinitus

 (see infinite
 ). The noun dates from the mid 16th cent.





infinitude

 
/inˈfinəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




the state or quality of being infinite or having no limit




•
 
the infinitude of the universe.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
infinitus

 (see infinite
 ), on the pattern of 
magnitude

 .





infinity

 
/inˈfinədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being infinite




•
 
the infinity of space.










2.
 
an infinite or very great number or amount




•
 
an infinity of combinations.










3.
 
a point in space or time that is or seems infinitely distant




•
 
the lawns stretched into infinity.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number greater than any assignable quantity or countable number (symbol ∞).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
infinite

 or Latin 
infinitas

 , from 
infinitus

 (see infinite
 ).





infinity pool

 
//






noun




a swimming pool whose positioning gives the impression that it merges into the ocean or other surrounding landscape.














infirm

 
/inˈfərm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not physically or mentally strong, especially through age or illness.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person or their judgment) weak; irresolute




•
 
he was infirm of purpose.














II.
 
derivatives





infirmly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘weak, frail’): from Latin 
infirmus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
firmus

 ‘firm.’





infirmarer

 
/inˈfərmərər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a person in charge of the infirmary in a medieval monastery.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
enfermerier

 , from 
enfermerie

 ‘infirmary,’ based on Latin 
infirmus

 (see infirm
 ).





infirmary

 
/inˈfərm(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place in a large institution for the care of those who are ill




•
 
the prison infirmary.










2.
 
a hospital.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
infirmaria

 , from Latin 
infirmus

 (see infirm
 ).





infirmity

 
/inˈfərmədē/






noun




physical or mental weakness




•
 
old age and infirmity come to men and women alike




•
 
the infirmities of old age.




















infix





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈfiks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
implant or insert firmly in something.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 insert (a formative element) into the body of a word.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌfiks /



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a formative element inserted in a word.








III.
 
derivatives





infixation

 
/ˌinfikˈsāSHən /






noun





infix
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
infix-

 ‘fixed in,’ from the verb 
infigere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
figere

 ‘fasten,’ reinforced by in-
 2
 ‘into’ + fix
 . The noun is on the pattern of 
prefix

 and 
suffix

 .





infl.






abbreviation




influence or influenced.













in flagrante delicto

 
/ˌin fləˌɡränˌtā dəˈlikˌtō /

 


‹informal›

 in flagrante





I.
 
adverb




in the very act of wrongdoing, especially in an act of sexual misconduct




•
 
he had been 
caught in flagrante

 with the wife of the association's treasurer.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in blazing crime.’






inflame

 
/inˈflām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provoke or intensify (strong feelings, especially anger) in someone




•
 
high fines further inflamed public feelings.










2.
 
provoke (someone) to strong feelings




•
 
her sister was inflamed with jealousy.










3.
 
make (a situation) worse.




4.
 
cause inflammation in (a part of the body)




•
 
the finger joints were inflamed with rheumatoid arthritis




•
 (as 
adj.

 
inflamed

 )
 
inflamed eyes and lips.










5.
 


‹literary›

 light up with or as if with flames




•
 
the torches inflame the night to the eastward.














II.
 
derivatives





inflamer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
enflaume

 , 
inflaume

 , from Old French 
enflammer

 , from Latin 
inflammare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
flamma

 ‘flame.’





inflammable

 
/inˈflaməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




easily set on fire




•
 
inflammable and poisonous gases.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inflammability

 
/inˌflaməˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inflammableness

 
/inˈflaməb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
inflammably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
inflammare

 (see inflame
 ). / 
usage:

 The words 
inflammable

 and 
flammable

 both have the same meaning, ‘easily set on fire.’ This might seem surprising, given that the prefix 
in-

 normally has a negative meaning (as in 
indirect

 and 
insufficient

 ), and so it might be expected that 
inflammable

 would mean the opposite of 
flammable

 , i.e., ‘not easily set on fire.’ In fact, 
inflammable

 is formed using a different Latin prefix 
in-

 , which has the meaning ‘into’ and here has the effect of intensifying the meaning of the word in English. 
Flammable

 is a far commoner word than 
inflammable

 and carries less risk of confusion.





inflammation

 
/ˌinfləˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a localized physical condition in which part of the body becomes reddened, swollen, hot, and often painful, especially as a reaction to injury or infection




•
 
chronic inflammation of the nasal cavities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inflammatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inflammare

 (see inflame
 ).





inflammatory

 
/inˈflaməˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or causing inflammation of a part of the body.




2.
 
(especially of speech or writing) arousing or intended to arouse angry or violent feelings




•
 
inflammatory slogans.



















inflatable

 
/inˈflādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being filled with air




•
 
an inflatable mattress.














II.
 
noun




a plastic or rubber object that must be filled with air before use




•
 
three sailors manned the inflatable.




















inflate

 
/inˈflāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (a balloon, tire, or other expandable structure) with air or gas so that it becomes distended.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become distended by being filled with air or gas.




3.
 
increase (something) by a large or excessive amount




•
 
objectives should be clearly set out so as not to duplicate work and inflate costs.










4.
 
exaggerate




•
 
numbers have been grossly inflated by the local press.










5.
 
bring about inflation of (a currency) or in (an economy).








II.
 
derivatives





inflator

 
/inˈflādər /

 
inflater






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inflat-

 ‘blown into,’ from the verb 
inflare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
flare

 ‘to blow.’





inflated

 
/inˈflādəd/






adjective



1.
 
distended through being filled with air or gas




•
 
a partially inflated balloon.










2.
 
excessively or unreasonably high




•
 
inflated salaries.










3.
 
exaggerated




•
 
you have a very inflated opinion of your worth.




















inflation

 
/inˈflāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of inflating something or the condition of being inflated




•
 
the inflation of a balloon




•
 
the gross inflation of salaries.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (in some theories of cosmology) a very brief exponential expansion of the universe postulated to have interrupted the standard linear expansion shortly after the Big Bang.




3.
 


[Economics]

 a general increase in prices and fall in the purchasing value of money




•
 
policies aimed at controlling inflation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
high inflation rates.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inflationism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
inflationist

 
/inˈflāSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘the condition of being inflated with a gas’): from Latin 
inflatio(n-)

 , from 
inflare

 ‘blow in to’ (see inflate
 ). 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 19th cent.





inflationary

 
/inˈflāSHəˌnerē/






adjective



1.
 
of, characterized by, or tending to cause monetary inflation.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 of, relating to, or involving inflation.














inflect

 
/inˈflekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 change the form of (a word) to express a particular grammatical function or attribute, typically tense, mood, person, number, case, and gender.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a word or a language containing such words) undergo inflection.




3.
 
vary the intonation or pitch of (the voice), especially to express mood or feeling.




4.
 
influence or color (music or writing) in tone or style.




5.
 
vary the pitch of (a musical note).




6.
 


‹technical›

 bend or deflect (something), especially inward.








II.
 
derivatives





inflective

 
/inˈflektiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Latin 
inflectere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





inflection

 
/inˈflekSH(ə)n /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 inflexion





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a change in the form of a word (typically the ending) to express a grammatical function or attribute such as tense, mood, person, number, case, and gender.




2.
 
the process or practice of inflecting words.




3.
 
the modulation of intonation or pitch in the voice




•
 
she spoke slowly and without inflection




•
 
the variety of his vocal inflections.










4.
 
the variation of the pitch of a musical note.




5.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 a change of curvature from convex to concave at a particular point on a curve.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inflectional

 
/inˈflekSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
inflectionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
inflectionless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the action of bending inward’): from Latin 
inflexio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inflectere

 ‘bend in, curve’ (see inflect
 ).





inflection point






noun



1.
 
(also 
point of inflection

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a point of a curve at which a change in the direction of curvature occurs.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 (in business) a time of significant change in a situation; a turning point.













inflexed

 
/inˈflekst/






adjective






‹technical›

 bent or curved inward.













inflexibility

 
/ˈˌinˌfleksəˈbilədē ənˌfleksəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
unwillingness to change or compromise




•
 
he had a reputation for arrogance and inflexibility.










2.
 
inability to be changed or adapted to particular circumstances




•
 
one of the reasons for wage inflexibility is labor market regulation




•
 
the inflexibility of their schedule.










3.
 
inability to be bent; stiffness




•
 
the inflexibility of the metal.



















inflexible

 
/inˈfleksəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unwilling to change or compromise




•
 
once she had made up her mind, she was inflexible.










2.
 
not able to be changed or adapted to particular circumstances




•
 
inflexible rules.










3.
 
not able to be bent; stiff




•
 
the heavy inflexible armor of the beetles.














II.
 
derivatives





inflexibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inflexibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
flexibilis

 ‘flexible.’





inflict

 
/inˈflikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something unpleasant or painful) to be suffered by someone or something




•
 
they 
inflicted

 serious injuries 
on

 three other men.










2.
 
(
inflict something on

 )
 — impose something unwelcome on




•
 
she is wrong to inflict her beliefs on everyone else.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inflictable






adjective













2.
 
inflicter






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘afflict, trouble’): from Latin 
inflict-

 ‘struck against,’ from the verb 
infligere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
fligere

 ‘to strike.’





infliction

 
/inˈflikSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of inflicting something unpleasant or painful on someone or something




•
 
the repeated infliction of pain.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a nuisance




•
 
what an infliction he must be!



















inflight

 
/ˈinflīt/






adjective




occurring or provided during an aircraft flight




•
 
inflight entertainment.



















inflorescence

 
/ˌinflōˈresns ˌinfləˈresns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the complete flower head of a plant including stems, stalks, bracts, and flowers.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the arrangement of the flowers on a plant.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the process of flowering.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting the arrangement of a plant's flowers): from modern Latin 
inflorescentia

 , from late Latin 
inflorescere

 ‘come into flower,’ from Latin 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
florescere

 ‘begin to flower.’





inflow

 
/ˈinˌflō/





I.
 
noun




a large amount of money, people, or water, that moves or is transferred into a place




•
 
some enclosed seas are subject to large inflows of fresh water




•
 
the firm experienced two years of cash inflow.














II.
 
derivatives





inflowing






noun, adjective






















influence

 
/ˈinflo͝oəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the capacity to have an effect on the character, development, or behavior of someone or something, or the effect itself




•
 
the influence of television violence




•
 
I was still 
under the influence of

 my parents




•
 
their friends are having a bad 
influence on

 them.










2.
 
the power to shape policy or ensure favorable treatment from someone, especially through status, contacts, or wealth




•
 
the institute has considerable influence with teachers.










3.
 
a person or thing with the capacity or power to have an effect on someone or something




•
 
Frank was a good 
influence on

 her.










4.
 


[Physics]

 
‹archaic›

 electrical or magnetic induction.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an influence on




•
 
social forces influencing criminal behavior.














III.
 
phrases





under the influence








‹informal›

 affected by alcoholic drink; drunk




•
 
he was charged with driving under the influence.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
influenceable






adjective













2.
 
influencer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
influentia

 ‘inflow,’ from Latin 
influere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’ The word originally had the general sense ‘an influx, flowing matter,’ also specifically (in astrology) ‘the flowing in of ethereal fluid (affecting human destiny).’ The sense ‘imperceptible or indirect action exerted to cause changes’ was established in Scholastic Latin by the 13th cent., but not recorded in English until the late 16th cent.





influence peddling

 
/ˈinflo͝oəns ˈpedliNG/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the use of position or political influence on someone's behalf in exchange for money or favors.








II.
 
derivatives





influence peddler






noun





















influent

 
/ˈinflo͝oənt/





I.
 
adjective




flowing in




•
 
the influent lines were relocated while waste water was still flowing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a stream, especially a tributary, that flows into another stream or lake.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 a nondominant organism that has a major effect on the balance of a plant or animal community.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
influent-

 ‘flowing in,’ from 
influere

 (see influence
 ). The noun is recorded from the mid 19th cent.





influential

 
/ˌinflo͞oˈen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having great influence on someone or something




•
 
her work is influential in feminist psychology.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
influentials

 )


1.
 
an influential person.








III.
 
derivatives





influentially






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (referring to astral influence): from medieval Latin 
influentia

 (see influence
 ).






influenza

 
/ˌinfləˈwenzə/





I.
 
noun




a highly contagious viral infection of the respiratory passages causing fever, severe aching, and catarrh, and often occurring in epidemics.

Also called flu
 .








II.
 
derivatives





influenzal

 
/ˌinfləˈwenz(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘influence,’ from medieval Latin 
influentia

 (see influence
 ). The Italian word also has the sense ‘an outbreak of an epidemic,’ hence ‘epidemic.’ It was applied specifically to an influenza epidemic that began in Italy in 1743, later adopted in English as the name of the disease.





influx

 
/ˈinˌfləks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrival or entry of large numbers of people or things




•
 
a massive influx of refugees from front-line areas.










2.
 
an inflow of water into a river, lake, or the sea.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an inflow of liquid, gas, or light): from late Latin 
influxus

 , from 
influere

 ‘flow in’ (see influence
 ).






info

 
/ˈinfō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 information.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





infobahn

 
/ˈinfōˌbän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a high-speed computer network, especially the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: blend of information
 and autobahn
 .





infodemic

 
/ˌinfəˈdemik/





I.
 
noun




a surfeit of information about a problem that is viewed as being a detriment to its solution.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of 
information

 and 
epidemic

 .






info dump






noun




a very large amount of information supplied all at once, especially as background information in a narrative




•
 
the movie begins with a lengthy expository info dump.



















infographic

 
/ˌinfōˈɡrafik/





I.
 
noun




a visual image such as a chart or diagram used to represent information or data.




•
 
a good infographic is worth a thousand words.

















– origin

 1960s (as adjective): blend of information
 and graphic
 .





infoholic

 
/ˌinfəˈhôlik, -ˈhäl-/





I.
 
noun




a person who feels compelled to search out news and information, especially online.











– origin

 from info
 on the model of alcoholic
 .





infold

 
/inˈfōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn or fold inward; invaginate


(as 
adj.

 
infolded

 )


•
 
an ovary formed from the infolded carpel.










2.
 


‹dated›

 variant spelling of enfold
 .








II.
 
derivatives





infolding






noun






•
 
an infolding of mesodermal tissues



























infomania

 
/ˌinfōˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the compulsive desire to check or accumulate news and information, typically via mobile phone or computer




•
 
Wilson warned that the rise in infomania could reduce workers' mental sharpness.














II.
 
derivatives





infomaniac






noun





















infomediary

 
/ˌinfōˈmēdēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




an Internet company that gathers and links information on particular subjects on behalf of commercial organizations and their potential customers.











– origin

 1980s: from 
info(rmation)

 + 
-mediary

 , on the pattern of 
intermediary

 .





infomercial

 
/ˈinfōˌmərSH(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a television program that promotes a product in an informative and supposedly objective way.











– origin

 1980s: blend of information
 and commercial
 .





infonaut

 
/ˈinfōˌnôt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a frequent user of the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: from information
 , on the pattern of 
astronaut

 .






inform

 
/inˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — give (someone) facts or information; tell


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he wrote to her, informing her of the situation




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
they were informed that no risk was involved




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the role of television is to inform and entertain.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give incriminating information about someone to the police or other authority




•
 
people called a confidential hotline to 
inform on

 friends, neighbors, and family members.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give an essential or formative principle or quality to




•
 
the relationship of the citizen to the state is informed by the democratic ideal.

















– origin

 Middle English 
enforme

 , 
informe

 ‘give form or shape to,’ also ‘form the mind of, teach,’ from Old French 
enfourmer

 , from Latin 
informare

 ‘shape, fashion, describe,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
forma

 ‘a form.’





informal

 
/inˈfôrməl/






adjective



1.
 
having a relaxed, friendly, or unofficial style, manner, or nature




•
 
an informal atmosphere




•
 
an informal agreement between the two companies.










2.
 
of or denoting a style of writing or conversational speech characterized by simple grammatical structures, familiar vocabulary, and use of idioms, e.g., 
tu

 in French.




3.
 
(of dress) casual; suitable for everyday wear.













informality

 
/ˌinfôrˈmalədē/






noun




relaxed, friendly, or unofficial style or nature; absence of formality




•
 
he enjoyed the informality of the occasion.



















informally

 
/inˈfôrməlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a relaxed, friendly, or unofficial manner




•
 
the group meets informally one evening a month




•
 
we have informally agreed to share our resources.










2.
 
in a casual style




•
 
he is dressed informally in jeans and a lumberjack shirt.



















informant

 
/inˈfôrmənt/






noun



1.
 
a person who gives information to another.




2.
 
another term for informer
 .




3.
 
a person from whom a linguist or anthropologist obtains information about language, dialect, or culture.














informatics

 
/ˌinfərˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 the science of processing data for storage and retrieval; information science.











– origin

 1960s: from information
 + -ics
 , translating Russian 
informatika

 .






information

 
/ˌinfərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
facts provided or learned about something or someone




•
 
a vital piece of information.










2.
 


[Law]

 a formal criminal charge lodged with a court or magistrate by a prosecutor without the aid of a grand jury




•
 
the tenant may lay an information against his landlord.










3.
 
what is conveyed or represented by a particular arrangement or sequence of things




•
 
genetically transmitted information.










4.
 


[Computing]

 data as processed, stored, or transmitted by a computer.




5.
 
(in information theory) a mathematical quantity expressing the probability of occurrence of a particular sequence of symbols, impulses, etc., as contrasted with that of alternative sequences.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘formation of the mind, teaching’), via Old French from Latin 
informatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
informare

 (see inform
 ).





informational

 
/ˌinfərˈmāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by facts about something; providing information




•
 
an informational brochure




•
 
this article is for informational purposes only.














II.
 
derivatives





informationally






adverb





















information overload






noun




exposure to or provision of too much information or data




•
 
the main challenge for consumers is information overload.



















information retrieval

 
/ˌinfərˈmāSHən rəˈˌtrēvəl/






noun






[Computing]

 the tracing and recovery of specific information from stored data.













information revolution






noun




the proliferation of the availability of information and the accompanying changes in its storage and dissemination owing to the use of computers.













information scent






noun



1.
 
visual or textual cues provided on a website to suggest what information it or its links may contain.




2.
 
the perceived usefulness of a website based on visual or textual cues.













information science

 
/ˌinfərˈmāSHən ˈˌsīəns/






noun






[Computing]

 the study of processes for storing and retrieving information, especially scientific or technical information.














information security






noun




the state of being protected against the unauthorized use of information, especially electronic data, or the measures taken to achieve this




•
 
the growing use of mobile applications is posing a risk to information security




•
 
along with a firewall, another element of information security is antivirus software.




















information technology

 
/ˌinfərˈˌmāSHən tekˈnäləjē /

 
IT






noun




the study or use of systems (especially computers and telecommunications) for storing, retrieving, and sending information.













information theory






noun




the mathematical study of the coding of information in the form of sequences of symbols, impulses, etc., and of how rapidly such information can be transmitted, e.g., through computer circuits or telecommunications channels.













informative

 
/inˈfôrmədiv/





I.
 
adjective




providing useful or interesting information




•
 
a thought-provoking, informative article.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
informatively

 
/inˈfôrmədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
informativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘formative, giving life or shape’): from medieval Latin 
informativus

 , from Latin 
informare

 ‘give form to, instruct’ (see inform
 ).





informavore

 
/inˈfôrməˌvôr/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a consumer of information.











– origin

 from 
informa(tion)

 + 
-vore

 .





informed

 
/inˈfôrmd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing knowledge of a particular subject or situation




•
 
an informed readership.










2.
 
(of a decision or judgment) based on an understanding of the facts of the situation




•
 
twenty-six young adults participated after giving 
informed consent

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
informedly

 
/-m(i)dlē /






adverb













2.
 
informedness

 
/-m(i)dnis /






noun






















informer

 
/inˈfôrmər/






noun




a person who informs on another person to the police or other authority.













infosec

 
/ˈinfōˌsek/





I.
 
noun




procedures or measures used to protect electronic data from unauthorized access or use




•
 
one of the most basic tenets in infosec is the fact that there is no such thing as absolute security.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of information security
 .





infotainment

 
/ˌinfōˈtānmənt/





I.
 
noun




broadcast material that is intended both to entertain and to inform.











– origin

 1980s (originally US): blend of information
 and entertainment
 .





infotech

 
/ˈinfōˌtek/






noun




short for information technology
 .













infowar

 
/ˈinfōˌwôr/






noun



1.
 
hostile actions against an enemy's information infrastructure.




2.
 
a propaganda war waged via electronic media.













infra

 
/ˈinfrə/





I.
 
adverb




(in a written document) below; further on




•
 
see note, infra.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, ‘below.’






infra-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
below




•
 
infrared




•
 
infrasonic.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 below or under a part of the body




•
 
infrarenal.

















– origin

 from Latin 
infra

 ‘below.’





infraclass

 
/ˈinfrəˌklas/






noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below a subclass.













infraction

 
/inˈfrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a violation or infringement of a law, agreement, or set of rules.








II.
 
derivatives





infractor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infractio(n-)

 , from the verb 
infringere

 (see infringe
 ).






infradian

 
/inˈfrādēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a rhythm or cycle) having a period of recurrence longer than a day; occurring less than once a day.

Compare with ultradian
 .











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from infra-
 ‘below’ (i.e., expressing a lower frequency), on the pattern of 
circadian

 .





infra dig





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 beneath one; demeaning




•
 
it was somewhat infra dig for a man in his position to be found drinking.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of Latin 
infra dignitatem

 ‘beneath (one's) dignity.’





infralapsarian

 
/ˌinfrəˌlapˈserēən /

 

‹Theology›






I.
 
noun




a Calvinist holding the view that God's election of only some to everlasting life was not originally part of the divine plan, but a consequence of the Fall of Man.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the infralapsarians or their doctrine.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from infra-
 ‘below’ + Latin 
lapsus

 ‘fall’ + -arian
 .





infrangible

 
/inˈfranjəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 unbreakable; inviolable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
infrangibility

 
/inˌfranjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
infrangibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from medieval Latin 
infrangibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
frangibilis

 (see frangible
 ).





infraorder

 
/ˈinfrəˌôrdər/






noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below a suborder.













infrared

 
/ˌinfrəˈred/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of electromagnetic radiation) having a wavelength just greater than that of the red end of the visible light spectrum but less than that of microwaves. Infrared radiation has a wavelength from about 800 nm to 1 mm, and is emitted particularly by heated objects.




2.
 
(of equipment or techniques) using or concerned with this radiation




•
 
infrared cameras.














II.
 
noun




the infrared region of the spectrum; infrared radiation.













infrarenal

 
/ˌinfrəˈrēnl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 below the kidney.













infrasonic

 
/ˌinfrəˈsänik/






adjective




relating to or denoting sound waves with a frequency below the lower limit of human audibility.













infrasound

 
/ˈinfrəˌsound/






noun




sound waves with frequencies below the lower limit of human audibility.













infraspecific

 
/ˌinfrəspəˈsifik/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 at a taxonomic level below that of species, e.g., subspecies, variety, cultivar, or form. In botany, Latin names at this level usually require the addition of a term denoting the rank.




2.
 


[Biology]

 occurring within a species




•
 
infraspecific variation.



















infrastructural

 
/ˌinfrəˈstrəkCH(ə)rəl/






adjective




relating to the basic physical and organizational structures and facilities needed for the operation of a society or enterprise




•
 
a strategy for infrastructural development in the region




•
 
the infrastructural needs of the town.



















infrastructure

 
/ˈinfrəˌstrək(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




the basic physical and organizational structures and facilities (e.g., buildings, roads, and power supplies) needed for the operation of a society or enterprise.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French (see infra-
 , structure
 ).





infrequent

 
/inˈfrēkwənt/





I.
 
adjective




not occurring often; rare




•
 
her visits were so infrequent.














II.
 
derivatives





infrequency

 
/inˈfrēkwənsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘little used, seldom done, uncommon’): from Latin 
infrequent-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
frequent-

 ‘frequent.’





infrequently

 
/inˈfrēkwəntlē/






adverb




not often; rarely




•
 
a storage area for infrequently used items




•
 
he cooks, but only infrequently.




















infringe

 
/inˈfrinj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
actively break the terms of (a law, agreement, etc.)




•
 
making an unauthorized copy would infringe copyright.










2.
 
act so as to limit or undermine (something); encroach on




•
 
his legal rights were being infringed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I wouldn't 
infringe on

 his privacy.














II.
 
derivatives





infringer

 
/inˈfrinjər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
infringere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





infringement

 
/inˈfrinjmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of breaking the terms of a law, agreement, etc.; violation




•
 
copyright infringement




•
 
an infringement of the rules.










2.
 
the action of limiting or undermining something




•
 
the infringement of the right to privacy




•
 
this bill is an infringement of our civil liberties.



















infructescence

 
/ˌinfrəkˈtesəns/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an aggregate fruit.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from in-
 2
 ‘in’ + Latin 
fructus

 ‘fruit,’ on the pattern of 
inflorescence

 .





infula

 
/ˈinfyələ/





I.
 
noun




(in the Christian Church) either of the two ribbons on a bishop's miter.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, denoting a woolen fillet worn by a priest or placed on the head of a sacrificial victim.





infundibulum

 
/ˌinfənˈdibyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a funnel-shaped cavity or structure.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the hollow stalk that connects the hypothalamus and the posterior pituitary gland.








II.
 
derivatives





infundibular

 
/ˌinf(ə)nˈdibyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘funnel,’ from 
infundere

 ‘pour in.’





infuriate

 
/inˈfyo͞orēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) extremely angry and impatient




•
 
her silences infuriated him.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
infuriat-

 ‘made angry,’ from the verb 
infuriare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + Latin 
furia

 ‘fury.’





infuriating

 
/inˈfyo͞orēˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




making one extremely angry and impatient; very annoying




•
 
that infuriating half-smile on his face.














II.
 
derivatives





infuriatingly

 
/inˈfyo͞orēˌādiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the truth is infuriatingly hard to pin down




























infuse

 
/inˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill; pervade




•
 
her work is 
infused with

 an anger born of pain and oppression.










2.
 
instill (a quality) in someone or something




•
 
he did his best to 
infuse

 good humor 
into

 his voice.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 allow (a liquid) to flow into a patient, vein, etc.




•
 
saline was 
infused into

 the aorta.










4.
 
soak (tea, herbs, etc.) in liquid to extract the flavor or healing properties




•
 
infuse the dried flowers in boiling water.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of tea, herbs, etc.) be soaked in liquid




•
 
allow the mixture to infuse for 15 minutes.














II.
 
derivatives





infuser

 
/inˈfyo͞ozər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
infus-

 ‘poured in,’ from the verb 
infundere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





infusible

 
/inˈfyo͞ozəbəl/






adjective




(of a substance) not able to be melted or fused.













infusion

 
/inˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink, remedy, or extract prepared by soaking the leaves of a plant or herb in liquid.




2.
 
the process of preparing an extract by soaking the leaves of a plant in liquid.




3.
 
the introduction of a new element or quality into something




•
 
the infusion of $6.3 million for improvements




•
 
an infusion of youthful talent.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 the slow injection of a substance into a vein or tissue.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the pouring in of a liquid): from Latin 
infusio(n-)

 , from the verb 
infundere

 (see infuse
 ).





infusoria

 
/ˌinfyəˈzôrēə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Zoology]

 
‹dated›

 single-celled organisms of the former class
Infusoria

 , which consisted mainly of ciliate protozoans.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
infundere

 (see infuse
 ); so named because they were originally found in infusions of decaying organic matter.






-ing1


 
/iNG/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting a verbal action, an instance of this, or its result




•
 
fighting




•
 
outing




•
 
building.










2.
 
denoting a verbal action relating to an occupation, skill, etc.




•
 
banking




•
 
ice skating




•
 
welding.










3.
 
denoting material used for or associated with a process, etc.




•
 
cladding




•
 
piping.










4.
 
denoting something involved in an action or process but with no corresponding verb




•
 
scaffolding.










5.
 
forming the gerund of verbs (such as 
painting

 as in 
I love painting

 ).











– origin

 Old English 
-ung

 , 
-ing

 , of Germanic origin.






-ing2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming the present participle of verbs




•
 
doing




•
 
calling.










2.
 
forming present participles used as adjectives




•
 
charming.










3.
 
forming adjectives from nouns




•
 
hulking.

















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of earlier 
-ende

 , later 
-inde

 .






-ing3






I.
 
suffix




(used especially in names of coins and fractional parts) a thing belonging to or having the quality of




•
 
farthing




•
 
riding.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.





ingather

 
/ˈinˌɡaT͟Hər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 gather (something) in or together




•
 
it may not be possible to ingather that information within the time.



















Inge, William

 
/iNG/






(1913–73) US playwright; full name 
William Motter Inge

 . He wrote 
Come Back, Little Sheba

 (1950), 
Picnic

 (1953), 
Bus Stop

 (1955), and 
The Dark at the Top of the Stairs

 (1957).









ingeminate

 
/inˈjeməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 repeat or reiterate (a word or statement), typically for emphasis.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally as 
engeminate

 ): from Latin 
ingeminat-

 ‘redoubled,’ from the verb 
ingeminare

 , from 
in-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
geminare

 (see geminate
 ).





Ingenhousz, Jan

 
/ˈiNGənˌhous/






(1730–99), Dutch scientist. He is noted for his work on photosynthesis, in which he discovered that green plants placed in sunlight produce oxygen.










ingenious

 
/inˈjēnyəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) clever, original, and inventive




•
 
he was ingenious enough to overcome the limited budget.










2.
 
(of a machine or idea) cleverly and originally devised and well suited to its purpose.








II.
 
derivatives





ingeniousness

 
/inˈjēnyəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
ingénieux

 or Latin 
ingeniosus

 , from 
ingenium

 ‘mind, intellect’; compare with engine
 . / 
usage:

 
Ingenious

 and 
ingenuous

 are often confused. 
Ingenious

 means ‘clever, skillful, resourceful’ (an ingenious device), while 
ingenuous

 means ‘artless, frank’ (charmed by the ingenuous honesty of the child).





ingeniously

 
/inˈjēnyəslē/






adverb




in a clever, original, and inventive manner




•
 
rooms ingeniously designed to withstand the most devastating earthquakes.



















ingénue

 
/ˌanjəˈno͞o ˈänjəˌno͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an innocent or unsophisticated young woman.




2.
 
a part of an ingénue in a play.




3.
 
an actress who plays an ingénue.











– origin

 French, feminine of 
ingénu

 ‘ingenuous,’ from Latin 
ingenuus

 (see ingenuous
 ).





ingenuity

 
/ˌinjəˈn(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun




the quality of being clever, original, and inventive.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the senses ‘nobility’ and ‘ingenuousness’): from Latin 
ingenuitas

 ‘ingenuousness,’ from 
ingenuus

 ‘inborn.’ The current meaning arose by confusion of ingenuous
 with ingenious
 .






ingenuous

 
/ˌinˈjenyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or action) innocent and unsuspecting.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ingenuously

 
/inˈjenyəwəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ingenuousness

 
/inˈjenyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ingenuus

 , literally ‘native, inborn,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + an element related to 
gignere

 ‘beget.’ The original sense was ‘noble, generous,’ giving rise to ‘honorably straightforward, frank,’ hence ‘innocently frank’ (late 17th cent). / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
ingenuous

 and 
ingenious

 , see usage at ingenious
 .





ingest

 
/inˈjest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (food, drink, or another substance) into the body by swallowing or absorbing it.




2.
 
absorb (information)




•
 
he spent his days ingesting the contents of the library.














II.
 
derivatives





ingestive

 
/-ˈjestiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ingest-

 ‘brought in,’ from the verb 
ingerere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
gerere

 ‘carry.’





ingesta

 
/inˈjestə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 substances taken into the body as nourishment; food and drink.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘things brought in.’





ingestion

 
/inˈjesCHən/






noun



1.
 
the process of taking food, drink, or another substance into the body by swallowing or absorbing it




•
 
vomiting after ingestion of contaminated food




•
 
the effect of caffeine ingestion on exercise performance.










2.
 
the process of absorbing information




•
 
the quiet ingestion of information.



















-ing form






noun






[Grammar]

 the form of an English verb ending in 
-ing

 , which can function as a noun, as an adjective, and in the formation of progressive tenses.

See also participle
 , gerund
 .














ingle

 
/ˈiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly dialect›

 a domestic fire or fireplace.




2.
 


‹chiefly dialect›

 an inglenook.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots): perhaps from Scottish Gaelic 
aingeal

 ‘light, fire,’ Irish 
aingeal

 ‘live ember.’





inglenook

 
/ˈiNGɡəlˌno͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a space on either side of a large fireplace.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Scots ingle
 + nook
 .





Inglewood

 
/ˈiNGɡəlˌwo͝od/






a city in southwestern California, southwest of downtown Los Angeles; pop. 112,714 (est. 2008).









inglorious

 
/inˈɡlôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or situation) causing shame or a loss of honor




•
 
the events are inglorious and culminate in a vicious gang crime.










2.
 
not famous or renowned.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ingloriously

 
/inˈɡlôrēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ingloriousness

 
/inˈɡlôrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
inglorius

 (from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
gloria

 ‘glory’) + -ous
 .





ingoing

 
/ˈinˌɡōiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
going into or toward a particular place




•
 
the paths of ingoing and outgoing rays.



















ingot

 
/ˈiNGɡət/





I.
 
noun




a block of steel, gold, silver, or other metal, typically oblong in shape.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a mold in which metal is cast): perhaps from in
 + Old English 
goten

 , past participle of 
geotan

 ‘pour, cast.’





ingrain





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ənˈɡrān /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
firmly fix or establish (a habit, belief, or attitude) in a person.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈinˌɡrān /



1.
 
(of a textile) composed of fibers that have been dyed different colors before being woven.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
engrain

 in the sense ‘dye with cochineal or in fast colors’): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 (as an intensifier) + the verb grain
 . The adjective is from 
in grain

 ‘fast-dyed,’ from the old use of 
grain

 meaning ‘kermes, cochineal.’





ingrain carpet






noun




a reversible carpet in which the pattern appears on both sides.













ingrained

 
/inˈɡrānd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a habit, belief, or attitude) firmly fixed or established; difficult to change




•
 
his deeply ingrained Catholic convictions.










2.
 
(of dirt or a stain) deeply embedded and thus difficult to remove




•
 
the ingrained dirt on the flaking paintwork.




















ingrate

 
/ˈinɡrāt/





I.
 
noun




an ungrateful person.








II.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 ungrateful.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
ingratus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
gratus

 ‘grateful.’





ingratiate

 
/inˈɡrāSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — (
ingratiate oneself

 )


1.
 
bring oneself into favor with someone by flattering or trying to please them




•
 
a social climber who had tried to 
ingratiate herself with

 the city gentry.














II.
 
derivatives





ingratiation

 
/-ˌɡrāSHēˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
in gratiam

 ‘into favor,’ on the pattern of obsolete Italian 
ingratiare

 , earlier form of 
ingraziare

 .





ingratiating

 
/inˈɡrāSHēˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




intended to gain approval or favor; sycophantic




•
 
an ingratiating manner.














II.
 
derivatives





ingratiatingly






adverb





















ingratitude

 
/inˈɡradəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a discreditable lack of gratitude




•
 
she returned her daughter's care with ingratitude and unkindness.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
ingratitudo

 , from Latin 
ingratus

 ‘ungrateful’ (see ingrate
 ).





ingravescent

 
/ˌinɡrəˈves(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
‹rare›

 (of a condition or symptom) gradually increasing in severity.








II.
 
derivatives





ingravescence

 
/ˌinɡrəˈves(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
ingravescent-

 ‘growing heavy or worse,’ from the verb 
ingravescere

 (based on 
gravis

 ‘heavy’).





ingredient

 
/inˈɡrēdēənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the foods or substances that are combined to make a particular dish




•
 
pork is an important ingredient in many stir-fried dishes.










2.
 
a component part or element of something




•
 
the affair contains all the ingredients of an insoluble mystery.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ingredient-

 ‘entering,’ from the verb 
ingredi

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
gradi

 ‘walk.’





Ingres, Jean Auguste Dominique

 
/ˈaNGɡrə/






(1780–1867), French painter. He vigorously upheld neoclassicism in opposition to romanticism. Notable works: 
Ambassadors of Agamemnon

 (1801) and 
The Bather

 (1808).









ingress

 
/ˈinˌɡres/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place or means of access; an entrance.




2.
 
the action or fact of going in or entering.




3.
 
the capacity or right of entrance.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the unwanted introduction of water, foreign bodies, contaminants, etc. into something.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 the arrival of the sun, the moon, or a planet in a specified constellation or part of the sky.




6.
 
the beginning of a transit.








II.
 
derivatives





ingression

 
/-ˈɡreSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘an entrance or beginning’): from Latin 
ingressus

 , from the verb 
ingredi

 ‘enter.’






ingressive

 
/inˈɡresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to ingress; having the quality or character of entering.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) made with an intake of air rather than an exhalation.

Compare with egressive
 .




3.
 
(of an airflow) inward.








II.
 
noun




an ingressive sound, e.g., a click.













in-group

 
/ˈin ˌɡro͞op/






noun




an exclusive, typically small, group of people with a shared interest or identity.













ingrowing

 
/ˈinˌɡrōiNG/






adjective




growing inward or within something, especially (of a toenail) growing abnormally so as to press into the flesh.













ingrown

 
/ˈinɡrōn/






adjective



1.
 
growing or having grown within a thing; innate




•
 
as Greek instinct or ingrown habit would have dictated.










2.
 
(of a toenail) having grown abnormally so as to press into the flesh.




3.
 
preoccupied with oneself; inward-looking




•
 
direct mail is a clubby, ingrown world in which everybody knows everybody.










4.
 


[Geology]

 (of an incised meander) asymmetric in cross section due to lateral erosion.













ingrowth

 
/ˈinɡrōTH/






noun



1.
 
a thing that has grown inward or within something.




2.
 
the action of growing inward




•
 
blocked by tumor ingrowth.



















inguinal

 
/ˈiNGɡwənəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of the groin




•
 
inguinal lymph nodes.














II.
 
derivatives





inguinally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inguinalis

 , from 
inguen

 , 
inguin-

 ‘groin.’





ingulf

 
/inˈɡəlf/






verb




archaic spelling of engulf
 .













ingurgitate

 
/inˈɡərjəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 swallow (something) greedily.








II.
 
derivatives





ingurgitation

 
/inˌɡərjəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ingurgitat-

 ‘poured in, drenched,’ from the verb 
ingurgitare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
gurges

 , 
gurgit-

 ‘whirlpool, gulf.’





Ingush

 
/inˈɡo͞oSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in Ingushetia in the central Caucasus.




2.
 
the North Caucasian language of the Ingush.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ingush or their language.











– origin

 Russian.





Ingushetia

 
/inɡo͞oˈSHetēə/






an autonomous republic in the central Caucasus in SW Russia, between Chechnya and North Ossetia; pop. 506,600 (est. 2009). Also called 
Ingush Republic

 .









INH






abbreviation




isonicotinic acid hydrazide.













inhabit

 
/inˈhabət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person, animal, or group) live in or occupy (a place or environment)




•
 
a bird that inhabits North America




•
 
urban centers inhabited by more than 10 million people




•
 (as 
adj.

 
inhabited

 )
 
the loneliest inhabited place on Earth.














II.
 
derivatives





inhabitation

 
/inˌhabəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
inhabite

 , 
enhabite

 , from Old French 
enhabiter

 or Latin 
inhabitare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
habitare

 ‘dwell’ (from 
habere

 ‘have’).





inhabitable

 
/inˈhabədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




suitable to live in; habitable




•
 
soon we will run out of inhabitable space on the planet.














II.
 
derivatives





inhabitability

 
/-ˌhabitəˈbilitē /






noun





















inhabitancy

 
/inˈhabədənsē /

 
inhabitance






noun






‹archaic›

 living in a certain place as an inhabitant, especially during a specified period so as to acquire certain rights.













inhabitant

 
/inˈhabədnt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or animal that lives in or occupies a place.




2.
 


(US)

 a person who fulfills the requirements for legal residency.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
inhabitare

 ‘inhabit.’





inhalant

 
/inˈhālənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicinal preparation for inhaling.




2.
 
a solvent or other material producing vapor inhaled by drug abusers.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 serving for inhalation




•
 
inhalant canals.



















inhalation

 
/ˌinhəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of inhaling or breathing in




•
 
the inhalation of airborne particles




•
 
with every inhalation air passes over the vocal cords.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the inhaling of medicines or anesthetics in the form of a gas or vapor.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a preparation to be inhaled in the form of a vapor or spray.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
inhalatio(n-)

 , from 
inhalare

 ‘inhale.’





inhalator

 
/ˈinhəˌlādər/






noun




a device for inhaling something, especially oxygen; a respirator; an inhaler.













inhale

 
/inˈhāl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
breathe in (air, gas, smoke, etc.)


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they were taken to the hospital after inhaling fumes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she inhaled deeply on another cigarette.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 eat (food) greedily or rapidly




•
 
later on I inhaled a box of chocolate cookies while watching cable TV.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
inhalare

 ‘breathe in,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
halare

 ‘breathe.’





inhaler

 
/inˈhālər/






noun




a portable device for administering a drug that is to be breathed in, used for relieving asthma and other bronchial or nasal congestion.













inharmonic

 
/ˌinhärˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Music]

 not harmonic.








II.
 
derivatives





inharmonicity

 
/-məˈnisitē /






noun





















inharmonious

 
/ˌinhärˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




not forming or contributing to a pleasing whole; discordant




•
 
an inharmonious, negative state of mind.














II.
 
derivatives





inharmoniously

 
/ˌinhärˈmōnēəslē /






adverb





















inhere

 
/inˈhir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
inhere in/within

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 exist essentially or permanently in




•
 
the potential for change that inheres within the adult education world.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 (of rights, powers, etc.) be vested in a person or group or attached to the ownership of a property




•
 
the rights inhering in the property they owned.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘stick, cling to’): from Latin 
inhaerere

 ‘stick to.’






inherent

 
/inˈhirənt inˈherənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing in something as a permanent, essential, or characteristic attribute




•
 
any form of mountaineering has its inherent dangers




•
 
the symbolism inherent in all folk tales.










2.
 


[Law]

 vested in (someone) as a right or privilege




•
 
the president's inherent foreign affairs power.














II.
 
derivatives





inherence

 
/inˈhirəns inˈherəns /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
inhaerent-

 ‘sticking to,’ from the verb 
inhaerere

 , from 
in-

 ‘in, toward’ + 
haerere

 ‘to stick.’





inherently

 
/inˈhirəntlē inˈherəntlē/






adverb




in a permanent, essential, or characteristic way




•
 
the work is inherently dangerous




•
 
his theories are inherently flawed




•
 
criticism is inherently threatening.




















inherit

 
/inˈherət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
receive (money, property, or a title) as an heir at the death of the previous holder




•
 
she inherited a fortune from her father.










2.
 
derive (a quality, characteristic, or predisposition) genetically from one's parents or ancestors




•
 
she had inherited the beauty of her grandmother.










3.
 
receive or be left with (a situation, object, etc.) from a predecessor or former owner




•
 
spending commitments inherited from previous administrations.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 come into possession of (belongings) from someone else




•
 
she inherits all her clothes from her older sisters.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 come into possession of (something) as a right (especially in biblical translations and allusions)




•
 
master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?

















– origin

 Middle English 
enherite

 ‘receive as a right,’ from Old French 
enheriter

 , from late Latin 
inhereditare

 ‘appoint as heir,’ from Latin 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
heres

 , 
hered-

 ‘heir.’





inheritable

 
/inˈherədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being inherited




•
 
these characteristics are inheritable




•
 
inheritable property.














II.
 
derivatives





inheritability

 
/inˌherədəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
enheritable

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
enheritable

 ‘able to be made heir,’ from Old French 
enheriter

 (see inherit
 ).





inheritance

 
/inˈherədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is inherited




•
 
he came into a comfortable inheritance.










2.
 
the action of inheriting




•
 
the inheritance of traits.

















– origin

 late Middle English (formerly also as 
enheritance

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
enheritaunce

 ‘being admitted as heir,’ from Old French 
enheriter

 (see inherit
 ).






inheritance tax






noun




a tax imposed on someone who inherits property or money.

Also called death tax
 .













inheritor

 
/inˈheridər/






noun




a person who inherits something; an heir




•
 
we are the inheritors of these cultural traditions.



















inhesion

 
/inˈhēZHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the action or state of inhering in something.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
inhaesio(n-)

 , from Latin 
inhaerere

 ‘stick to.’





inhibin

 
/inˈhibin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a gonadal hormone that inhibits the secretion of follicle-stimulating hormone, under consideration as a potential male contraceptive.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
inhibere

 ‘hinder’ + -in
 1
 .






inhibit

 
/inˈhibit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hinder, restrain, or prevent (an action or process)




•
 
cold inhibits plant growth.










2.
 
prevent or prohibit (someone) from doing something




•
 
the earnings rule 
inhibited

 some retired people 
from

 working.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 voluntarily or involuntarily restrain the direct expression of (an instinctive impulse).




4.
 


[chiefly Physiology]

 
[Biochemistry]

 (chiefly of a drug or other substance) slow down or prevent (a process, reaction, or function) or reduce the activity of (an enzyme or other agent).




5.
 
make (someone) self-conscious and unable to act in a relaxed and natural way




•
 
his mother's strictures would always inhibit him.










6.
 
(in ecclesiastical law) forbid (a member of the clergy) to exercise clerical functions.








II.
 
derivatives





inhibitive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘forbid (a person) to do something’): from Latin 
inhibere

 ‘hinder,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
habere

 ‘hold.’





inhibited

 
/inˈhibidəd/






adjective




unable to act in a relaxed and natural way because of self-consciousness or mental restraint




•
 
I could never appear nude, I'm far too inhibited.



















inhibition

 
/ˌin(h)iˈbiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling that makes one self-conscious and unable to act in a relaxed and natural way




•
 
the children, at first shy, soon lost their inhibitions




•
 
a powerful tranquilizer that causes lack of inhibition.










2.
 


[Psychology]

 a voluntary or involuntary restraint on the direct expression of an instinct.




3.
 
the action of inhibiting, restricting, or hindering a process.




4.
 
the slowing or prevention of a process, reaction, or function by a particular substance.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘forbidding, a prohibition’): from Latin 
inhibitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inhibere

 (see inhibit
 ).





inhibitor

 
/inˈhibədər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that inhibits someone or something.




2.
 
a substance that slows down or prevents a particular chemical reaction or other process, or that reduces the activity of a particular reactant, catalyst, or enzyme.




3.
 


[Genetics]

 a gene whose presence prevents the expression of some other gene at a different locus.













inhibitory

 
/inˈhibəˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
hindering or preventing an action




•
 
some may find such limits inhibitory.










2.
 


[chiefly Physiology]

 
[Biochemistry]

 slowing down or preventing a process, reaction, or function




•
 
a study to determine if honey has an inhibitory effect on atherosclerosis




•
 
dopamine is one of the inhibitory neurotransmitters in the gastrointestinal tract.



















in-home

 
/ˈinˌhōm/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a service or activity) provided or taking place within a person's home




•
 
the best in in-home entertainment.



















inhomogeneous

 
/inˌhōməˈjēnēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not uniform in character or content; diverse.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 consisting of terms that are not all of the same degree or dimensions.








II.
 
derivatives





inhomogeneity

 
/inˌhōməjəˈnēədē inˌhōməjəˈnādē /






noun





















inhospitable

 
/ˌinhäˈspidəb(ə)l inˈhäspidəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an environment) harsh and difficult to live in




•
 
the inhospitable landscape.










2.
 
(of a person) unfriendly and unwelcoming toward people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inhospitableness

 
/ˈˌinhäˈspidəbəlnəs ˈˌinˈhäspidəbəlnəs inhäˈspidəbəlnəs inˈhäspidəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
inhospitably

 
/ˈˌinhäˈspidəblē ˈˌinˈhäspidəblē inhäˈspidəblē inˈhäspidəblē /






adverb













3.
 
inhospitality

 
/inˌhäspəˈtalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: French, from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
hospitable

 (see hospitable
 ).





in-house





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈin ˈhous /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done or existing within an organization




•
 
in-house publications.














II.
 
adverb




without assistance from outside an organization; internally




•
 
services previously provided in-house are being contracted out.




















inhuman

 
/inˈ(h)yo͞omən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking human qualities of compassion and mercy; cruel and barbaric.




2.
 
not human in nature or character




•
 
the inhuman scale of the dinosaurs.














II.
 
derivatives





inhumanly

 
/inˈ(h)yo͞omənlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
inhumane

 ): from Latin 
inhumanus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
humanus

 (see human
 ).





inhumane

 
/ˌin(h)yo͞oˈmān/





I.
 
adjective




without compassion for misery or suffering; cruel




•
 
confining wild horses is inhumane.














II.
 
derivatives





inhumanely






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘inhuman, brutal’): originally a variant of inhuman
 (rare after 1700); in modern use from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + humane
 (the current sense dating from the early 19th cent.).





inhumanity

 
/ˌin(h)yo͞oˈmanədē/





I.
 
noun




extremely cruel and brutal behavior




•
 
a justification for further cruelty and inhumanity.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
inhumanite

 or Latin 
inhumanitas

 , from 
inhumanus

 ‘inhuman.’





inhume

 
/inˈ(h)yo͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bury




•
 
no hand his bones shall gather or inhume.














II.
 
derivatives





inhumation

 
/inˈ(h)yo͞om /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
inhumare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
humus

 ‘ground.’





inimical

 
/iˈnimək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to obstruct or harm




•
 
actions 
inimical to

 our interests.










2.
 
unfriendly; hostile




•
 
an inimical alien power.














II.
 
derivatives





inimically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
inimicalis

 , from Latin 
inimicus

 (see enemy
 ).





inimitable

 
/iˈnimədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




so good or unusual as to be impossible to copy; unique




•
 
the inimitable ambience of Hawaii.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inimitability

 
/iˌnimədəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inimitably

 
/iˈnimədəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
inimitabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
imitabilis

 (from 
imitari

 ‘imitate’).





inion

 
/ˈinēän/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the projecting part of the occipital bone at the base of the skull.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘nape of the neck.’





iniquitous

 
/iˈnikwidəs/





I.
 
adjective




grossly unfair and morally wrong




•
 
an iniquitous tax.




•
 
these awards remain an iniquitous system.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
iniquitously

 
/-witəslē /






adverb













2.
 
iniquitousness

 
/-witəsnəs /






noun





















iniquity

 
/iˈnikwədē/





I.
 
noun




immoral or grossly unfair behavior




•
 
a den of iniquity




•
 
a liberal lawyer could uncover the iniquities committed on his own doorstep.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
iniquite

 , from Latin 
iniquitas

 , from 
iniquus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
aequus

 ‘equal, just.’





initial

 
/iˈniSHəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing or occurring at the beginning




•
 
our initial impression was favorable.










2.
 
(of a letter) at the beginning of a word.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
initials

 )


1.
 
the first letter of a name or word, typically a person's name or a word forming part of a phrase




•
 
they carved their initials into the tree trunk.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark or sign (a document) with one's initials, especially in order to authorize or validate it.




2.
 
agree to or ratify (a treaty or contract) by signing it.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
initialis

 , from 
initium

 ‘beginning,’ from 
inire

 ‘go in,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’





initialese

 
/iˌniSHəˈlēz/






noun






‹informal›

 the use of abbreviations formed by using initial letters.













initialism

 
/iˈniSHəˌlizəm/






noun




an abbreviation consisting of initial letters pronounced separately (e.g., 
CPU

 ).













initialize

 
/iˈniSHəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often 
be initialized to

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 set to the value or put in the condition appropriate to the start of an operation




•
 
the counter is initialized to one.










2.
 


[Computing]

 format (a computer disk).








II.
 
derivatives





initialization

 
/iˌniSHələˈzāSH(ə)n iˌniSHəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















initially

 
/iˈniSH(ə)lē/






adverb

 — [usu. 
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
at first




•
 
initially, he thought the new concept was nonsense.




















initial public offering






noun






(chiefly US)

 a company's flotation on the stock exchange.













initiand

 
/iˈniSHēˌand/





I.
 
noun




a person about to be initiated.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
initiandus

 , from 
initiare

 ‘to initiate.’





initiate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/iˈniSHēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a process or action) to begin




•
 
he proposes to initiate discussions on planning procedures.










2.
 
admit (someone) into a secret or obscure society or group, typically with a ritual




•
 
she had been formally 
initiated into

 the sorority.










3.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the initiated

 )
 — a small group of people who share obscure knowledge




•
 
he flies over an airway marker beacon, known as a “fix” to the initiated.










4.
 
(
initiate someone in/into

 )
 — introduce someone to (a particular activity or skill), especially a difficult or obscure one




•
 
they were initiated into the mysteries of trigonometry.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/iˈniSHēət /



1.
 
a person who has been initiated into an organization or activity, typically recently




•
 
initiates of the Shiva cult




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the initiate Marines.














III.
 
derivatives





initiatory

 
/iˈniSH(ē)əˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
initiat-

 ‘begun,’ from the verb 
initiare

 , from 
initium

 ‘beginning.’





initiation

 
/iˌniSHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of admitting someone into a secret or obscure society or group, typically with a ritual




•
 
rituals of initiation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an initiation ceremony.










2.
 
the introduction of someone to a particular activity or skill




•
 
his 
initiation into

 the world of martial arts.










3.
 
the action of beginning something




•
 
the initiation of criminal proceedings.



















initiative

 
/iˈniSH(ē)ədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to assess and initiate things independently




•
 
use your initiative, imagination, and common sense.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the power or opportunity to act or take charge before others do




•
 
we have lost the initiative and allowed our opponents to dictate the subject.










3.
 
an act or strategy intended to resolve a difficulty or improve a situation; a fresh approach to something




•
 
a new initiative against car crime.










4.
 
a proposal made by one nation to another in an attempt to improve relations




•
 
diplomatic initiatives to end the war




•
 
a peace initiative aimed at reducing tensions.










5.
 
(
the initiative

 )
 — (especially in some US states and Switzerland) the right of citizens outside the legislature to originate legislation.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
on one's own initiative






without being prompted by others.









2.
 
take (or seize) the initiative






be the first to take action in a particular situation




•
 
antihunting groups have seized the initiative in the dispute.





















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
initiare

 , from 
initium

 ‘beginning.’





initiator

 
/iˈniSHēˌādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that initiates someone or something.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance that starts a chain reaction.




3.
 
an explosive or device used to detonate a larger one.













inj.






abbreviation




injection.














inject

 
/inˈjekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive or force (a liquid, especially a drug or vaccine) into a person or animal's body with a syringe or similar device




•
 
the doctor injected a painkilling drug.










2.
 
administer a drug or medicine to (a person or animal) in this way




•
 
he 
injected

 himself 
with

 a drug overdose.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — inject oneself with a narcotic drug, especially habitually




•
 
people who want to stop injecting.










4.
 
introduce (something) into a passage, cavity, or solid material under pressure




•
 
inject the foam and allow it to expand.










5.
 


[Physics]

 introduce or feed (a current, beam of particles, etc.) into a substance or device.




6.
 
place (a spacecraft or other object) into an orbit or trajectory




•
 
many meteoroids are 
injected into

 hyperbolic orbits.










7.
 
introduce (a new or different element) into something, especially as a boost or interruption




•
 
she tried to 
inject

 scorn 
into

 her tone.










8.
 
(
inject something with

 )
 — imbue something with (a new element)




•
 
he injected his voice with a confidence he didn't feel.














II.
 
derivatives





injectable

 
/inˈjektəb(ə)l /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘throw or cast on something’): from Latin 
inject-

 ‘thrown in,’ from the verb 
inicere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
jacere

 ‘throw.’





injection

 
/inˈjekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of injecting or being injected




•
 
painkilling injections




•
 
an injection of capital was needed.










2.
 
a thing that is injected




•
 
a morphine injection.










3.
 
the action of injecting




•
 
sometimes a polio vaccine is given by injection.










4.
 
short for fuel injection
 .




5.
 
the entry or placing of a spacecraft or other object into an orbit or trajectory.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
injectio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inicere

 (see inject
 ).





injection molding

 
/inˈjekSHən ˈˌmōldiNG/





I.
 
noun




the shaping of rubber or plastic articles by injecting heated material into a mold.








II.
 
derivatives





injection-molded






adjective





















injector

 
/inˈjektər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that injects something.




2.
 
(also 
fuel injector

 )
 — (in an internal combustion engine) the nozzle and valve through which fuel is sprayed into a combustion chamber.




3.
 
(in a steam engine) a system of nozzles that uses steam to inject water into a pressurized boiler.













injera

 
/inˈjirə/





I.
 
noun




a white leavened Ethiopian bread made from teff flour, similar to a crepe.











– origin

 Amharic.





in-joke

 
/ˈin ˌjōk/






noun




a joke that is shared exclusively by a small group of people.













injudicious

 
/ˌinjo͞oˈdiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing very poor judgment; unwise




•
 
I took a few injudicious swigs of potent cider.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
injudiciously

 
/ˌinjo͞oˈdiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
injudiciousness

 
/ˌinjo͞oˈdiSHəsnəs /






noun





















Injun

 
/ˈinjən/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 an American Indian.








II.
 
phrases





honest Injun








(US)

 
‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 honestly; really




•
 
I won't run away, honest Injun.





















– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of Indian
 .





injunction

 
/inˈjəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an authoritative warning or order.




2.
 


[Law]

 a judicial order that restrains a person from beginning or continuing an action threatening or invading the legal right of another, or that compels a person to carry out a certain act, e.g., to make restitution to an injured party.








II.
 
derivatives





injunctive

 
/inˈjəNG(k)tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
injunctio(n-)

 , from Latin 
injungere

 ‘enjoin, impose.’





injure

 
/ˈinjər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do physical harm or damage to (someone)




•
 
the explosion injured several people.










2.
 
suffer physical harm or damage to (a part of one's body)




•
 
he injured his back.










3.
 
harm or impair (something)




•
 
a libel calculated to injure the company's reputation.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 do injustice or wrong to (someone).








II.
 
derivatives





injurer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: back-formation from injury
 .





injured

 
/ˈinjərd/






adjective



1.
 
harmed, damaged, or impaired




•
 
a road accident left him severely injured.










2.
 
offended




•
 
his injured pride.



















injurious

 
/inˈjo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or likely to cause damage or harm




•
 
high temperature is 
injurious to

 mangoes.










2.
 
(of language) maliciously insulting; libelous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
injuriously






adverb













2.
 
injuriousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
injurieux

 or Latin 
injuriosus

 , from 
injuria

 ‘a wrong’ (see injury
 ).






injury

 
/ˈinj(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of being injured




•
 
she suffered an injury to her back




•
 
an ankle injury.










2.
 
the fact of being injured; harm or damage




•
 
all escaped without serious injury.










3.
 
(
injury to

 )
 — offense to




•
 
the possible injury to the feelings of others.














II.
 
phrases





do oneself an injury








‹informal›

 suffer physical harm or damage.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
injurie

 , from Latin 
injuria

 ‘a wrong,’ from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘right.’






injury time

 
/ˈinj(ə)rē ˌtīm/






noun




(in soccer and other sports) extra playing time allowed by a referee to compensate for time lost in dealing with injuries sustained by players.













injustice

 
/inˈjəstəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of fairness or justice




•
 
the injustice of the death penalty.










2.
 
an unjust act or occurrence




•
 
brooding over life's injustices.














II.
 
phrases





do someone an injustice






judge a person unfairly.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
injustitia

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
justus

 ‘just, right.’





ink

 
/iNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a colored fluid used for writing, drawing, printing, or duplicating




•
 
the names are written in ink




•
 
a picture executed in colored inks.










2.
 


‹informal›

 publicity in the written media




•
 
the story got lots of ink and plenty of air time.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a tattoo or tattoos




•
 
I took my shirt off to display my ink.










4.
 


[Zoology]

 a black liquid ejected by a cuttlefish, octopus, or squid to confuse a predator.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — mark (words or a design) with ink




•
 
the cork has the name of the château inked onto the side.










2.
 
cover (type or a stamp) with ink before printing




•
 
a raised image is inked to produce an impression.










3.
 
(
ink something in

 )
 — fill in writing or a design with ink




•
 
she inked in a cloud of dust.










4.
 
(
ink something out

 )
 — obliterate something, especially writing, with ink




•
 
he carefully inked out each word.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 sign (a contract)




•
 
she's just inked a deal to host her own talk show.










6.
 
secure the services of (someone) with a contract




•
 
he has been inked as host for next year's ceremony.














III.
 
derivatives





inker

 
/ˈiNGkər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
enke

 , 
inke

 , from Old French 
enque

 , via late Latin from Greek 
enkauston

 , denoting the purple ink used by Roman emperors for signatures, from 
enkaiein

 ‘burn in.’





Inkatha

 
/inˈkädə /

 
Inkatha Freedom Party
 , IFP





I.
 
a mainly Zulu political party and organization in South Africa, founded in 1928 and revived in 1975 by Chief Buthelezi. It has a professed aim of racial equality and universal franchise in South Africa, but progress toward political reform was obstructed by violent clashes between Inkatha factions and members of the rival ANC.







– origin

 from Zulu 
inkhata

 ‘crown of woven grass,’ a tribal emblem symbolizing the force unifying the Zulu nation.






inkberry

 
/ˈiNGkˌberē/






noun



1.
 
another term for low gallberry (see gallberry
 ).




2.
 
another term for pokeweed
 .













inkblot test

 
/ˈiNGkblät ˌtest/






noun




another term for Rorschach test
 .













inkhorn

 
/ˈiNGkhôrn/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small portable container for ink.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 denoting pedantic words or expressions used only in academic writing




•
 
I will avoid many of the inkhorn terms coined by the narratologists.



















inkjet printer

 
/ˈiNGk ˌjet ˌprin(t)ər/






noun




a printer in which the characters are formed by minute jets of ink.













inkle

 
/ˈiNGkəl/





I.
 
noun




a kind of linen tape formerly used to make laces, or the linen yarn from which this is manufactured.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





inkling

 
/ˈiNGkliNG/





I.
 
noun




a slight knowledge or suspicion; a hint




•
 
the records give us an inkling of how people saw the world.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘a mention in an undertone, a hint’): from the rare verb 
inkle

 ‘utter in an undertone,’ of unknown origin.






ink pad

 
/ˈiNGk ˌpad/






noun




an ink-soaked pad in a shallow box, used for inking a rubber stamp or taking fingerprints.













inkstand

 
/ˈiNGkstand/






noun




a stand for one or more ink bottles, typically incorporating a pen tray.














inkwell

 
/ˈiNGkˌwel/






noun




a container for ink typically housed in a hole in a desk.













inky

 
/ˈiNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
as dark as ink




•
 
the cold inky blackness of a Mexican cave.










2.
 
stained with ink




•
 
bureaucrats with inky fingers.














II.
 
derivatives





inkiness

 
/ˈiNGkēnəs /






noun





















inky cap






noun




a widely distributed mushroom with a tall, narrow cap and slender white stem, turning into a black liquid after the spores are shed.

[Genus 
Coprinus

 , family 
Coprinaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 : several species, including the 
common ink cap

 (
C. atramentarius

 ). See also shaggy mane
 .]













inlaid

 
/ˌinˈlād/






past and past participle of inlay
 .









inland

 
/ˈinˌland ˈinˌlənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated in the interior of a country rather than on the coast




•
 
the deserts of inland Australia.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 carried on within the limits of a country; domestic




•
 
a network of waterways that allowed inland trade.














II.
 
adverb

 — 
/inˈland /



1.
 
in or toward the interior of a country




•
 
the path turned inland and met the road.














III.
 
noun

 — (
the inland

 )


1.
 
the parts of a country remote from the sea or borders; the interior.








IV.
 
derivatives





inlander

 
/ˈinˌlandər ˈinləndər /






noun





















Inland Empire






noun



1.
 
an area of the Pacific Northwest including parts of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana, which shares many geographic and economic features.




2.
 
any of various other areas so designated by their residents, especially the older, eastern part of greater Los Angeles.













inland navigation






noun




transportation by canals, rivers, and lakes.













inland sea






noun




an entirely landlocked large body of salt or fresh water.













Inland Sea






an almost landlocked arm of the Pacific Ocean that is surrounded by the Japanese islands of Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu. Its chief port is Hiroshima.









in-law

 
/ˈinlô/






noun




a relative by marriage.














inlay





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌinˈlā /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be inlaid

 )


1.
 
ornament (an object) by embedding pieces of a different material in it, flush with its surface




•
 
mahogany paneling 
inlaid with

 rosewood.










2.
 
embed (something) into the surface of an object




•
 
a small silver crown was inlaid in the wood.










3.
 
insert (a page, an illustration, etc.) in a space cut in a larger thicker page.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌlā /



1.
 
a design, pattern, or piece of material inlaid in something




•
 
ivory inlays that decorated wooden furnishings.










2.
 
a material or substance that is inlaid.




3.
 
inlaid work




•
 
the cathedral was decorated with mosaic and inlay.










4.
 
the technique of inlaying material.




5.
 
a filling shaped to fit a tooth cavity.




6.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a printed card or paper insert supplied with a CD, video, etc.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an inlay card.














III.
 
derivatives





inlayer

 
/ˌinˈlāər ˈinˌlāər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘lay something in a place in order to hide or preserve it’): from in-
 2
 ‘into’ + lay
 1
 .





inlet

 
/ˈinˌlet ˈinˌlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small arm of the sea, a lake, or a river.




2.
 
a place or means of entry




•
 
an air inlet.










3.
 
(chiefly in tailoring and dressmaking) an inserted piece of material.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting admission): from in
 + the verb let
 1
 .





inlier

 
/ˈinˌlīər/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an older rock formation isolated among newer rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from in
 , on the pattern of 
outlier

 .





in-line

 
/ˈinˌlīn/






adjective



1.
 
having parts arranged in a line




•
 
a 24-valve in-line 6-cylinder engine.










2.
 
constituting an integral part of a continuous sequence of operations or machines




•
 
a two-stream in-line fuel-oil blender.










3.
 
constituting an integral part of a computer program




•
 
the parameters can be set up as in-line code.



















in-line engine






noun




a type of internal combustion engine used chiefly in aircraft, having its cylinders arranged in a row.













in-liner

 
/inˈlīnər/






noun



1.
 
an in-line skater.




2.
 
an in-line skate.













in-line skate

 
/in līn skāts/





I.
 
noun




a roller skate in which the wheels are fixed in a single line along the sole of the boot.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
in-line skater






noun













2.
 
in-line skating






noun





















in loco parentis

 
/ˌin ˌlōkō pəˈrentəs/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(of a teacher or other adult responsible for children) in the place of a parent


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he was used to 
acting in loco parentis






•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
they adhered to an in loco parentis approach when dealing with students.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin.





inly

 
/ˈinlē/





I.
 
adverb






‹literary›

 inwardly




•
 
inly stung with anger and disdain.

















– origin

 Old English 
innlīce

 (see in
 , -ly
 2
 ).





Inman, Henry

 
/ˈinmən/






(1801–46) US artist. A leading portraitist, he painted many well-known people of his time. He also helped to found the National Academy of Design 1826.









Inmarsat

 
/ˈinmärˌsat/





I.
 
an international organization founded in 1978 that provides telecommunication services, as well as distress and safety communication services, to the world's shipping, aviation, and offshore industries.







– origin

 from initials of 
International Maritime Satellite Organization

 .





inmate

 
/ˈinˌmāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person confined to an institution such as a prison or hospital.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 one of several occupants of a house.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a person who shared a house, specifically a lodger or subtenant): probably originally from inn
 + mate
 1
 , later associated with in
 .





in medias res

 
/in ˈmēdēəs ˈres, ˈmādēˌäs/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
into the middle of a narrative; without preamble




•
 
having begun his story in medias res, he then interrupts it.










2.
 
into the midst of things.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘into the middle of things.’





in memoriam

 
/ˌin məˈmôrēəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an article written in memory of a dead person; an obituary




•
 
in memoriam notices in the paper.














II.
 
preposition




in memory of (a dead person)




•
 
an openly revolutionary work in memoriam Che Guevara.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to the memory (of).’





inmost

 
/ˈinˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 innermost.











– origin

 Old English 
innemest

 (see in
 , -most
 ).





Inmuttooyahlatlat

 
/inˌmo͞oto͞oyäˈlätlät/






see Joseph, Chief
 .










inn

 
/in/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment providing accommodations, food, and drink, especially for travelers.




2.
 
[usu. in 
names

 ]
 — a restaurant or bar, typically one in the country, in some cases providing accommodations




•
 
the Waterside Inn.

















– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘dwelling place, lodging’): of Germanic origin; related to in
 . In Middle English the word was used to translate Latin 
hospitium

 (see hospice
 ), denoting a house of residence for students: this sense is preserved in the names of some buildings formerly used for this purpose, notably 
Gray's Inn

 and 
Lincoln's Inn

 , two of the Inns of Court. The current sense dates from late Middle English.





innards

 
/ˈinərdz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 entrails.




2.
 


‹informal›

 internal workings (of a device or machine).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: representing a dialect pronunciation of inwards
 , used as a noun.





innate

 
/iˈnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
inborn; natural




•
 
her innate capacity for organization.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 originating in the mind.








II.
 
derivatives





innateness

 
/iˈnātnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
innatus

 , past participle of 
innasci

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
nasci

 ‘be born.’





innately

 
/iˈnātlē/






adverb




as an inborn characteristic; naturally




•
 
he says females are innately predisposed to learn about people and their emotions




•
 
innately flawed policies.



















inner

 
/ˈinər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated inside or further in; internal




•
 
an inner courtyard




•
 
the inner thigh.










2.
 
close to the center




•
 
the inner solar system.










3.
 
close to the center of power




•
 
the inner cabinet.










4.
 
mental or spiritual




•
 
a test of inner strength.










5.
 
(of thoughts or feelings) private and not expressed or discernible.




6.
 
denoting a concealed or unacknowledged part of a person's personality




•
 
it's time to get in touch with your inner geek




•
 
join a choir and give voice to that inner diva who has been hidden away too long.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the inner part of something




•
 
using his rock shoes as inners for his double boots.










2.
 
(in archery and shooting) a division of the target next to the bullseye.




3.
 
a shot that strikes the inner.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
innerly






adverb




(
 — 

‹literary›















2.
 
innerness






noun




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
innerra

 , 
innra

 , comparative of in
 .





inner child






noun




a person's supposed original or true self, especially when regarded as damaged or concealed by negative childhood experiences.













inner circle






noun




an exclusive group close to the center of power of an organization or movement, regarded as elitist and secretive.













inner city

 
/ˈinər ˌsidē/






noun




the area near the center of a city, especially when associated with social and economic problems


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
beleaguered inner-city schools.



















inner-directed

 
/ˌinərdəˈrektəd ˌinərˌdīˈrektəd/






adjective






[Psychology]

 (of a person or their behavior) governed by standards formed in childhood.













inner ear

 
/ˈinər i(ə)r/






noun




the semicircular canals and cochlea, which form the organs of balance and hearing and are embedded in the temporal bone.













inner light





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
personal spiritual revelation; a source of enlightenment within oneself.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally in Quaker doctrine.





inner man






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a man's soul or mind




•
 
the complexities of the inner man.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 a man's stomach




•
 
the inner man was well catered for with pizza.



















Inner Mongolia

 
/ˌinər mäNGˈɡōlēə/






an autonomous region in northern China, on the border with Mongolia; capital, Hohhot.









innermost

 
/ˈinərˌmōst/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of thoughts or feelings) most private and deeply felt




•
 
innermost beliefs and convictions.










2.
 
furthest in; closest to the center




•
 
the innermost layer.



















inner planet






noun




a planet whose orbit lies within the asteroid belt, i.e., Mercury, Venus, Earth, or Mars.














inner product






noun






[Mathematics]

 a scalar function of two vectors, equal to the product of their magnitudes and the cosine of the angle between them.

[Written as 
a

 .
b

 or 
ab

 .]














inner sanctum

 
/ˈinər ˈsaNG(k)təm/






noun



1.
 
the most sacred place in a temple or church.




2.
 
a private or secret place to which few other people are admitted




•
 
he walked into the inner sanctum of the editor's office.



















inner space






noun



1.
 
the region between the earth and outer space.




2.
 
the region below the surface of the sea.




3.
 
the part of the mind not normally accessible to consciousness.













inner speech






noun




the silent expression of conscious thought to oneself in a coherent linguistic form.













innerspring

 
/ˈinərˌspriNG/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a mattress) with internal springs.













inner tube

 
/ˈinər ˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun




a separate inflatable tube inside a pneumatic tire.













innervate

 
/iˈnərvāt ˈinərˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 supply (an organ or other body part) with nerves.








II.
 
derivatives





innervation

 
/ˌinərˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from in-
 2
 ‘into’ + nerve
 + -ate
 3
 .





inner woman






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a woman's soul or mind




•
 
to behave as her inner woman prompts.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 a woman's stomach




•
 
after refreshing the inner woman, I was all for trying again.



















Inness, George

 
/ˈinis/






(1825–94) US artist. His early work, such as 
Peace and Plenty

 (1865), was related to the Hudson River School. Later, he painted in a more personal, romantic style such as in 
The Home of the Heron

 (1893).









innie

 
/ˈinē /

 
inny





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a concave navel




•
 
belly buttons can generally be divided into innies and outies.

















– origin

 1960s: from in
 + -ie
 .





inning

 
/ˈiniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a division of a game during which the two teams alternate as offense and defense and during which each team is allowed three outs while batting.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 a single turn at bat for a team until three outs are made.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 a division of play similar to an inning in other games, such as horseshoes.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 a period during which a person or group can achieve something




•
 
she thought that now her inning had come.

















– origin

 Old English 
innung

 ‘a putting or getting in,’ related to in
 . The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





innings

 
/ˈiniNGz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Cricket]

 each of two or four divisions of a game during which one side has a turn at batting.




2.
 
a player's turn at batting.




3.
 
the score achieved during a player's turn at batting.




4.
 
a period during which a person or group is active or effective.








II.
 
phrases





someone had a good innings








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 someone had a long and fulfilling life or career (said at or before their death or retirement).

















innit

 
/ˈinit /

 

‹Brit. informal›







contraction




isn't it.













innkeeper

 
/ˈinˌkēpər/






noun




a person who runs an inn.













innocence

 
/ˈinəsəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state, quality, or fact of being innocent of a crime or offense




•
 
they must prove their innocence.










2.
 
lack of guile or corruption; purity




•
 
the healthy bloom in her cheeks gave her an aura of innocence.










3.
 
used euphemistically to refer to a person's virginity




•
 
they'd avenge assaults on her innocence by others.














II.
 
phrases





in all innocence






without knowledge of something's significance or possible consequences




•
 
she knew the gift had been chosen in all innocence.


















III.
 
derivatives





innocency






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
innocentia

 , from 
innocent-

 ‘not harming’ (based on 
nocere

 ‘injure’).






innocent

 
/ˈinəsənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not guilty of a crime or offense




•
 
the arbitrary execution of an innocent man




•
 
he was 
innocent of

 any fraud.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
innocent of

 )
 — without; lacking




•
 
a street quite innocent of bookstores.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
innocent of

 )
 — without experience or knowledge of




•
 
a man innocent of war's cruelties.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — not responsible for or directly involved in an event yet suffering its consequences




•
 
an innocent bystander.










5.
 
free from moral wrong; not corrupted




•
 
an innocent child.










6.
 
simple; naive




•
 
she is a poor, innocent young creature.










7.
 
not intended to cause harm or offense; harmless




•
 
an innocent mistake.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an innocent person, in particular




2.
 
a pure, guileless, or naive person




•
 
she was an innocent compared with this man.










3.
 
a person involved by chance in a situation, especially a victim of crime or war




•
 
they are prepared to kill or maim innocents in pursuit of a cause.










4.
 
(
the Innocents

 )
 — the young children killed by Herod after the birth of Jesus (Matt. 2:16).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
innocent-

 ‘not harming,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
nocere

 ‘to hurt.’ / 
usage:

 
Innocent

 properly means ‘harmless,’ but it has long been extended in general language to mean ‘not guilty.’ The jury (or judge) in a criminal trial does not, strictly speaking, find a defendant ‘innocent.’ Rather, a defendant may be guilty or not guilty of the charges brought. In common use, however, owing perhaps to the concept of the presumption of innocence, which instructs a jury to consider a defendant free of wrongdoing until proven guilty on the basis of evidence, ‘not guilty’ and ‘innocent’ have come to be thought of as synonymous. See also usage at plead
 .





innocently

 
/ˈinəsəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
without guilt for a crime or offense




•
 
the lawyer says that his client was acting innocently.










2.
 
without responsibility for or direct involvement in an event yet suffering its consequences




•
 
he was shot at through a window while innocently walking past the house.










3.
 
in a manner that is uncorrupted or free from moral wrong




•
 
a charming tale with children innocently singing the chorus.










4.
 
in a simple or naive manner




•
 
many people innocently believe that they're safe from credit card fraud.










5.
 
with no intention of causing harm or offense




•
 
my cab driver innocently asked me what I did for a living.



















Innocents' Day

 
/ˈinəsənts ˌdā /

 
Holy Innocents' Day






noun




a Christian festival commemorating the massacre of the Innocents, December 28.













innocuous

 
/iˈnäkyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




not harmful or offensive




•
 
it was an innocuous question.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
innocuously

 
/iˈnäkyo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
innocuousness

 
/iˈnäkyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
innocuus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
nocuus

 ‘injurious’ (see nocuous
 ).





Inn of Court






noun



1.
 
(in the UK) each of the four legal societies having the exclusive right of admitting people to the English bar.




2.
 
any of the sets of buildings in London occupied by these societies.













innominate

 
/iˈnämənət/





I.
 
adjective




not named or classified.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
innominatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
nominatus

 ‘named’ (past participle of 
nominare

 ).





innominate artery






noun






[Anatomy]

 a large artery that branches from the aortic arch and divides into the right common carotid and right subclavian arteries.














innominate bone






noun






[Anatomy]

 the bone formed from the fusion of the ilium, ischium, and pubis; the hipbone.













innominate vein






noun






[Anatomy]

 either of two large veins of the neck formed by the junction of the external jugular and subclavian veins.














innovate

 
/ˈinəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make changes in something established, especially by introducing new methods, ideas, or products




•
 
the company's failure to diversify and innovate competitively.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — introduce (something new, especially a product)




•
 
innovating new products, developing existing ones.














II.
 
derivatives





innovatory

 
/ˈinəvəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
innovat-

 ‘renewed, altered,’ from the verb 
innovare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
novare

 ‘make new’ (from 
novus

 ‘new’).





innovation

 
/ˌinəˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of innovating.




2.
 
a new method, idea, product, etc.




•
 
technological innovations designed to save energy.














II.
 
derivatives





innovational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
innovatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
innovare

 (see innovate
 ).





innovative

 
/ˈinəˌvādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a product, idea, etc.) featuring new methods; advanced and original




•
 
innovative designs




•
 
innovative ways to help unemployed people.










2.
 
(of a person) introducing new ideas; original and creative in thinking




•
 
an innovative thinker.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
innovatively






adverb













2.
 
innovativeness






noun





















innovator

 
/ˈinəˌvādər/






noun




a person who introduces new methods, ideas, or products




•
 
he was one of the great innovators in jazz.



















Inn River

 
/ˌin ˈrivər/






a river in western Europe that rises in the Rhaetian Alps of Switzerland and flows for 320 miles (508 km) through the Austrian Tyrol past Innsbruck into southern Germany where it flows into the Danube River at Passau.









Innsbruck

 
/ˈinzbro͝ok/






a city in western Austria, capital of Tyrol; pop. 116,239 (2006). The Winter Olympic Games took place here in 1964 and 1976.









innuendo

 
/ˌinyəˈwendō/





I.
 
noun




an allusive or oblique remark or hint, typically a suggestive or disparaging one




•
 
she's always making sly innuendoes




•
 
a constant torrent of innuendo, gossip, lies, and half-truths.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adverb in the sense ‘that is to say, to wit,’ used in legal documents to introduce an explanation): Latin, ‘by nodding at, by pointing to,’ ablative gerund of 
innuere

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
nuere

 ‘to nod.’ The noun dates from the late 17th cent.





innumerable

 
/iˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too many to be counted (often used hyperbolically)




•
 
innumerable flags of all colors.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
innumerability

 
/iˌn(y)o͞om(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
innumerably

 
/iˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
innumerabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
numerabilis

 (see numerable
 ).





innumerate

 
/iˈn(y)o͞omərət/





I.
 
adjective




without a basic knowledge of mathematics and arithmetic.








II.
 
noun




a person lacking basic knowledge of mathematics and arithmetic.








III.
 
derivatives





innumeracy

 
/iˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəsē /






noun





















innutrition

 
/ˌi(n)n(y)o͞oˈtriSH(ə)n/






noun






‹rare›

 lack of nourishment.













innutritious

 
/ˌi(n)n(y)o͞oˈtriSHəs/






adjective




(of food) lacking in nutrients; not nourishing.













inobservance

 
/ˌinəbˈzərvəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 failure to observe or notice; inattention.




2.
 


‹dated›

 failure to keep or observe a law, custom, promise, etc.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
inobservantia

 , from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
observantia

 ‘observance’ (from 
observare

 ‘observe’).





inoculant

 
/iˈnäkyələnt/






noun




a substance suitable for inoculating.














inoculate

 
/iˈnäkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a person or animal) with a vaccine to produce immunity against a disease




•
 
he 
inoculated

 his tenants 
against

 smallpox.







Compare with vaccinate
 .




2.
 
introduce (an infective agent) into an organism




•
 
it can be 
inoculated into

 laboratory animals.










3.
 
introduce (cells or organisms) into a culture medium.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inoculable

 
/iˈnäkyələb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
inoculator

 
/iˈnäkyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘graft a bud or shoot into a plant of a different type’): from Latin 
inoculat-

 ‘engrafted,’ from the verb 
inoculare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
oculus

 ‘eye, bud.’ The sense ‘vaccinate’ dates from the early 18th cent.





inoculation

 
/iˌnäkyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of inoculating or of being inoculated; vaccination




•
 
inoculation against flu was readily available




•
 
a course of inoculations.



















inoculum

 
/iˈnäkyələm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a substance used for inoculation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
inoculare

 (see inoculate
 ), on the pattern of the pair 
coagulate

 , 
coagulum

 .





inodorous

 
/inˈōdərəs/





I.
 
adjective




having no smell; odorless.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
inodorus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
odorus

 ‘odorous,’ or from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + odorous
 .





inoffensive

 
/ˌinəˈfensiv/





I.
 
adjective




not objectionable or harmful




•
 
the water ouzel is an agile, inoffensive creature




•
 
inoffensive wallpaper.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inoffensively

 
/ˌinəˈfensəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
inoffensiveness

 
/ˌinəˈfensəvnəs /






noun





















inoperable

 
/inˈäp(ə)rəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 not able to be suitably operated on




•
 
inoperable cancer of the pancreas.










2.
 
not able to be operated




•
 
the airfield was bombed and made inoperable.










3.
 
impractical; unworkable




•
 
the procedures were inoperable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inoperability

 
/-ˌäp(ə)rəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
inoperably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















inoperative

 
/inˈäp(ə)rədiv/






adjective




not working or taking effect




•
 
the telescope is substantially inoperative due to an equipment failure.



















inopportune

 
/inˌäpərˈt(y)o͞on/





I.
 
adjective




occurring at an inconvenient or inappropriate time




•
 
a storm blew up at an inopportune moment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inopportunely

 
/inˌäpərˈto͞onlē /






adverb













2.
 
inopportuneness

 
/inˌäpərˈt(y)o͞onnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
in opportunus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
opportunus

 (see opportune
 ).





inordinate

 
/inˈôrd(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unusually or disproportionately large; excessive




•
 
a case that had taken up an inordinate amount of time.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) unrestrained in feelings or behavior; disorderly.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inordinatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
ordinatus

 ‘arranged, set in order’ (past participle of 
ordinare

 ).





inordinately

 
/iˈnôrdnətlē/






adverb




to an unusually or disproportionately large degree; excessively




•
 
the information was inordinately vetted and censored




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
negotiations took an inordinately long time.




















inorganic

 
/ˌinôrˈɡanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not consisting of or deriving from living matter.




2.
 
without organized physical structure.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 of, relating to, or denoting compounds that are not organic (broadly, compounds not containing carbon).




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 not explainable by the normal processes of etymology.








II.
 
derivatives





inorganically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















inorganic chemistry

 
//






noun




the branch of chemistry that deals with inorganic compounds.













inosculate

 
/inˈäskyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 join by intertwining or fitting closely together.








II.
 
derivatives





inosculation

 
/inˌäskyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from in-
 2
 ‘into’ + Latin 
osculare

 ‘provide with a mouth or outlet’ (from 
osculum

 , diminutive of 
os

 ‘mouth’), on the pattern of Greek 
anastomoun

 , in the same sense.






inosine

 
/ˈinəsēn ˈinəsən ˈīnəˌsēn ˈīnəsən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is an intermediate in the metabolism of purine and is used in kidney transplantation to provide a temporary source of sugar. It is a nucleoside consisting of hypoxanthine linked to ribose.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
is

 , 
in-

 ‘fiber, muscle’ + -ose
 2
 + -ine
 4
 .





inositol

 
/iˈnōsətôl īˈnōsəˌtôl iˈnōsəˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a simple carbohydrate that occurs in animal and plant tissue and is a vitamin of the B group.

[Alternative name: 
hexahydroxycyclohexane

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H12
 O6
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the earlier name 
inosite

 + -ol
 .





inotropic

 
/ˌēnəˈträpik, -ˈtrō-, ˌīnə-/






adjective






[Physiology]

 modifying the force or speed of contraction of muscles.













INP






abbreviation




International News Photo.













inpatient

 
/ˈinˌpāSH(ə)nt/






noun




a patient who stays in a hospital while under treatment.














in personam

 
/ˌin pərˈsōnəm/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[Law]

 made or availing against or affecting a specific person only; imposing a personal liability


[as 
postpositive adj.

 ]


•
 
rights and duties in personam




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the view that trusts operate in personam.







Compare with in rem
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘against a person.’





in-phase

 
/ˈinfāz/






adjective




of or relating to electrical signals that are in phase.













in potentia

 
/ˌin pōˈtenSHēə/





I.
 
adverb




as a possibility; potentially.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in potentiality.’





inpouring

 
/ˈinˌpôriNG/






noun




the action of pouring something in; an infusion




•
 
vast inpouring of public money.



















in propria persona

 
/ˌin ˌprōprēə pərˈsōnə/





I.
 
adverb




in his or her own person




•
 
many people find him, both in his verse and in propria persona, too loud and pushy.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin.





input

 
/ˈinˌpo͝ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
what is put in, taken in, or operated on by any process or system




•
 
perceptions and sensory input.










2.
 
a contribution of work, information, or material




•
 
there is little input from other professional members of the team.










3.
 
energy supplied to a device or system; an electrical signal




•
 
the input is a low-frequency signal.










4.
 
the action or process of putting or feeding something in




•
 
the input of data to the system.










5.
 
the information fed into a computer or computer program




•
 
pen-based computers take input from a stylus.










6.
 


[Electronics]

 a place where, or a device through which, energy or information enters a system




•
 
the signal being fed through the main input.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (data) into a computer.








III.
 
derivatives





inputter

 
/-ˌpo͝otər /






noun





















input-output

 
/ˌinˌpo͝otˈoutˌpo͝ot /

 
I/O






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Electronics]

 of, relating to, or for both input and output.













inq.






abbreviation




inquiry.














inquest

 
/ˈiNGˌkwest/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a judicial inquiry to ascertain the facts relating to an incident, such as a death.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enqueste

 , based on Latin 
inquirere

 (see inquire
 ).





inquietude

 
/inˈkwīəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




physical or mental restlessness or disturbance.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘disturbance of one's quietness or rest’): from Old French, or from late Latin 
inquietudo

 , from Latin 
inquietus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
quietus

 ‘quiet.’





inquiline

 
/ˈinkwəˌlīn, -lin/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal exploiting the living space of another, e.g., an insect that lays its eggs in a gall produced by another.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
inquilinus

 ‘temporary resident,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
colere

 ‘dwell.’






inquire

 
/inˈkwīr /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 enquire





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — ask for information from someone


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“How well do you know Berlin?” he 
inquired of

 Hencke




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I inquired where he lived




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
inquired about

 cottages for sale.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
inquire after

 )
 — ask about the health and well-being of (someone)




•
 
Annie inquired after her parents.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
inquire for

 )
 — ask to see or speak to (someone)




•
 
that was Mr. Paul inquiring for you—I told him he couldn't come in.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
inquire into

 )
 — investigate; look into




•
 
the task of political sociology is to inquire into the causes of political events.














II.
 
derivatives





inquirer

 
/inˈkwīrər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
enquere

 (later 
inquere

 ), from Old French 
enquerre

 , from a variant of Latin 
inquirere

 , based on 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’ The spelling with 
in-

 , influenced by Latin, dates from the 15th cent. / 
usage:

 
Inquire

 (and 
inquiry

 ) are the usual US spellings; 
enquire

 and 
enquiry

 are the standard forms in Britain. Some American speakers put the stress on the first syllable of the noun 
inquiry

 , but the dominant pronunciation stresses the second.






inquiring

 
/inˈkwīriNG /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 enquiring





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing an interest in learning new things




•
 
an open, inquiring mind.










2.
 
(of a look or expression) suggesting that information is sought




•
 
he sent her an inquiring glance.














II.
 
derivatives





inquiringly

 
/inˈkwī(ə)riNGlē /






adverb






















inquiry

 
/ˈinkwərē inˈkwī(ə)rē /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 enquiry





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of asking for information




•
 
the deluge of phone inquiries after a crash




•
 
they were following a definite line of inquiry.










2.
 
an official investigation.











usage:

 See usage at inquire
 .





inquisition

 
/ˌinkwiˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of prolonged and intensive questioning or investigation




•
 
she relented in her determined inquisition and offered help.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a judicial or official inquiry.




3.
 
the verdict or finding of an official inquiry.




4.
 
(
the Inquisition

 )
 — an ecclesiastical tribunal established by Pope Gregory IX 
c.

 1232 for the suppression of heresy. It was active chiefly in northern Italy and southern France, becoming notorious for the use of torture. In 1542 the papal Inquisition was re-established to combat Protestantism, eventually becoming an organ of papal government.

See also Spanish Inquisition
 .








II.
 
derivatives





inquisitional

 
/ˌinkwəˈziSHənl ˌiNGkwəˈziSHənl ˌinkwəˈziSHnəl ˌiNGkwəˈziSHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a searching examination): via Old French from Latin 
inquisitio(n-)

 ‘examination,’ from the verb 
inquirere

 (see inquire
 ).






inquisitive

 
/inˈkwizədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
curious or inquiring




•
 
he was very chatty and inquisitive about everything.










2.
 
unduly curious about the affairs of others; prying




•
 
I didn't want to seem inquisitive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inquisitively

 
/inˈkwizədivlē iNGˈkwizədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
inquisitiveness

 
/inˈkwizədəvnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
inquisitif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
inquisitivus

 , from the verb 
inquirere

 (see inquire
 ).





inquisitor

 
/inˈkwizədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person making an inquiry, especially one seen to be excessively harsh or searching




•
 
the professional inquisitors of the press.










2.
 


‹historical›

 an officer of the Inquisition.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
inquisiteur

 , from Latin 
inquisitor

 , from the verb 
inquirere

 (see inquire
 ).





inquisitor-general

 
/inˌkwizədərˈjen(ə)rəl/






noun




the head of the Spanish Inquisition.














inquisitorial

 
/inˌkwizəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like an inquisitor.




2.
 
offensively prying.




3.
 


[Law]

 (of a trial or legal procedure) in which the judge has an examining or inquiring role




•
 
administration is accompanied by a form of inquisitorial justice.







Compare with accusatorial
 , adversarial
 .








II.
 
derivatives





inquisitorially

 
/inˌkwizəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
inquisitorius

 (from Latin 
inquisitor

 , from 
inquirere

 ‘inquire’) + -al
 .





inquorate

 
/inˈkwôˌrāt inˈkwôˌrət/






adjective






(Brit.)

 (of an assembly) unable to proceed effectively because not enough members are present to make up a quorum




•
 
they had boycotted the debate, leaving the house inquorate.



















in re

 
/ˌin ˈrā/





I.
 
preposition




in the legal case of; with regard to




•
 
In re Mancet's Estate.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin, ‘in the matter of.’






in rem

 
/ˌin ˈrem/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 made or availing against or affecting a thing, and therefore other people generally; imposing a general liability




•
 
it confers a right in rem.







Compare with in personam
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, ‘against a thing.’





INRI





I.
 
abbreviation




Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews (a traditional representation in art of the inscription over Christ's head at the Crucifixion).











– origin

 from the initials of Latin 
Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum

 .





inro

 
/ˈinrō/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental box with compartments for items such as seals and medicines, worn suspended from a waist sash as part of traditional Japanese dress.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Japanese 
inrō

 , from 
in

 ‘seal’ + 
rō

 ‘basket.’





inroad

 
/ˈinˌrōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
pl.

 ] (
inroads

 )
 — progress; an advance




•
 
an important way to 
make inroads in

 reducing spending.










2.
 
an instance of something being affected, encroached on, or destroyed by something else




•
 
serious 
inroads

 had now been 
made into

 my pitiful cash reserves.










3.
 
a hostile attack; a raid.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from in
 + road
 (from an early use in the sense ‘riding’).





inrush

 
/ˈinˌrəSH/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the sudden arrival or entry of something




•
 
a great inrush of water occurred.














II.
 
derivatives





inrushing






adjective, noun





















INS






abbreviation




Immigration and Naturalization Service.













insalata

 
/ˌinsäˈlädə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian-style salad




•
 
insalata verde.

















– origin

 Italian, ‘salad.’





insalubrious

 
/ˌinsəˈlo͞obrēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (especially of a climate or locality) not salubrious; unhealthy.








II.
 
derivatives





insalubrity

 
/ˌinsəˈlo͞obrədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
insalubris

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
salubris

 ‘salubrious’) + -ous
 .






insane

 
/inˈsān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a state of mind that prevents normal perception, behavior, or social interaction; seriously mentally ill




•
 
certifying patients as clinically insane




•
 
he had gone insane.










2.
 
(of an action or quality) characterized or caused by madness




•
 
charging headlong in an insane frenzy




•
 
his eyes glowing with insane fury.










3.
 
in a state of extreme annoyance or distraction




•
 
a fly whose buzzing had been driving me insane.










4.
 
(of an action or policy) extremely foolish; irrational or illogical




•
 
she had an insane desire to giggle.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 shocking; outrageous




•
 
they were making insane amounts of money.










6.
 
astonishingly good or impressive; amazing




•
 
those burritos are insane with the lime sauce.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
insanus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
sanus

 ‘healthy.’





insanely

 
/inˈsānlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a foolish, wild, or uncontrolled manner




•
 
William stood grinning insanely




•
 
he drives insanely.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to an extreme degree




•
 
I couldn't help feeling insanely jealous




•
 
I have to be up insanely early.



















insanitary

 
/inˈsanəˌterē/






adjective




so dirty or ridden with germs as to be a danger to health




•
 
insanitary conditions.



















insanity

 
/inˈsanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being seriously mentally ill; madness




•
 
he suffered from bouts of insanity




•
 [as 
complement

 ]
 
he attempted to plead insanity.










2.
 
extreme foolishness or irrationality




•
 
it might be pure insanity to take this loan




•
 
the insanities of our time.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
insanitas

 , from 
insanus

 (see insane
 ).





insatiable

 
/inˈsāSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an appetite or desire) impossible to satisfy




•
 
an insatiable hunger for success.










2.
 
(of a person) having an insatiable appetite or desire for something, especially sex.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insatiability

 
/ˌinˌsāSHəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
insatiably

 
/inˈsāSHəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
insaciable

 or Latin 
insatiabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
satiare

 ‘fill, satisfy’ (see satiate
 ).





insatiate

 
/inˈsāSH(ē)it/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 never satisfied




•
 
your strong desire is insatiate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
insatiatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
satiatus

 ‘filled, satisfied,’ past participle of 
satiare

 (see satiate
 ).





inscape

 
/ˈinˌskāp/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the unique inner nature of a person or object as shown in a work of art, especially a poem.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally in the poetic theory of Gerard Manley Hopkins): perhaps from in-
 2
 ‘within’ + -scape
 .





in-school

 
/ˈinsko͞ol/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting an activity or process that takes place during school hours or on school premises




•
 
an in-school method of assessment.




















inscribe

 
/inˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be inscribed

 )


1.
 
write or carve (words or symbols) on something, especially as a formal or permanent record




•
 
his name was inscribed on the new silver trophy.










2.
 
mark (an object) with characters




•
 
the memorial is 
inscribed with

 ten names




•
 (as 
adj.

 
inscribed

 )
 
an inscribed watch.










3.
 
write an informal dedication to someone in or on (a book)




•
 
he inscribed the first copy “To my dearest grandmother.”










4.
 


‹archaic›

 enter the name of (someone) on a list or in a book; enroll.




5.
 


[Geometry]

 draw (a figure) within another so that their boundaries touch but do not intersect




•
 
a regular polygon inscribed in a circle.







Compare with circumscribe
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inscribable

 
/inzˈkrībəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
inscriber






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inscribere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





inscription

 
/inˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
words inscribed, as on a monument or in a book




•
 
the inscription on her headstone.










2.
 
the action of inscribing something




•
 
the inscription of memorable utterances on durable materials.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inscriptional

 
/inzˈkripSHənl inˈskripSHənl inzˈkripSHnəl inˈskripSHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
inscriptive

 
/-ˈskriptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a short descriptive or dedicatory passage at the beginning of a book): from Latin 
inscriptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inscribere

 (see inscribe
 ).





inscrutable

 
/inˈskro͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to understand or interpret




•
 
Guy looked blankly inscrutable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inscrutability

 
/inˌskro͞odəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inscrutably

 
/inˈskro͞odəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
inscrutabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
scrutari

 ‘to search’ (see scrutiny
 ).





inseam

 
/ˈinˌsēm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the seam in a pair of pants from the crotch to the bottom of the leg, or the length of this.














insect

 
/ˈinˌsekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small arthropod animal that has six legs and generally one or two pairs of wings.




2.
 


‹informal›

 any small invertebrate animal, especially one with several pairs of legs.





Insects are usually placed in the class 
Insecta

 (see also Hexapoda
 ). The body of a typical adult insect is divided into head, thorax (bearing the legs and wings), and abdomen. The class includes many familiar forms, such as flies, bees, wasps, moths, beetles, grasshoppers, and cockroaches. Insects are the most numerous animals in both numbers of individuals and of different kinds, with more than a million species in all habitats except the sea, and they are of enormous economic importance as pests and carriers of disease, and also as pollinators.







– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting any small cold-blooded creature with a segmented body): from Latin 
(animal) insectum

 ‘segmented (animal)’ (translating Greek 
zōion entomon

 ), from 
insecare

 ‘cut up or into,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





insectan

 
/inˈsektən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 of or relating to insects




•
 
the insectan orders.



















insectarium

 
/ˌinsekˈterēəm /

 
insectary






noun




a place where insects are kept, exhibited, and studied.













insecticide

 
/inˈsektəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a substance used for killing insects.








II.
 
derivatives





insecticidal

 
/inˌsektəˈsīdl /






adjective





















insectile

 
/inˈsektl, -ˌtīl/






adjective




resembling or reminiscent of an insect or insects




•
 
he folded his insectile hands.



















Insectivora

 
/ˌinsekˈtivərə /

 

‹Zoology›







an order of mammals that comprises the shrews, moles, hedgehogs, tenrecs, moonrats, and solenodons. They are distinguished by mainly terrestrial habits and an insectivorous diet.









insectivore

 
/inˈsektəˌvôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an insectivorous animal or plant.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a mammal of the order 
Insectivora

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
insectivorus

 , from 
insectum

 (see insect
 ) + 
-vorus

 ‘devouring,’ on the pattern of Latin 
carnivorus

 ‘carnivorous.’





insectivorous

 
/ˌinsekˈtivərəs/






adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) feeding on insects, worms, and other invertebrates.




2.
 
(of a plant such as the Venus flytrap) able to capture and digest insects.













insecure

 
/ˌinsəˈkyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not confident or assured; uncertain and anxious




•
 
a top model who is notoriously insecure about her looks




•
 
a rather gauche, insecure young man.










2.
 
(of a thing) not firm or set; unsafe.




3.
 
(of a job or position) from which removal or expulsion is always possible.




4.
 
not firmly fixed; liable to give way or break




•
 
an insecure footbridge.










5.
 
able to be broken into or illicitly accessed




•
 
an insecure computer system.














II.
 
derivatives





insecurely

 
/ˌinsəˈkyo͝orlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
insecurus

 ‘unsafe,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
securus

 ‘free from care,’ or from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + secure
 .





insecurity

 
/ˌinsəˈkyo͝orədē/






noun



1.
 
uncertainty or anxiety about oneself; lack of confidence




•
 
she had a deep sense of insecurity




•
 
he's plagued with insecurities.










2.
 
the state of being open to danger or threat; lack of protection




•
 
growing job insecurity




•
 
the insecurity of wireless networks.



















inselberg

 
/ˈinsəlbərɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an isolated hill or mountain rising abruptly from a plain.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from 
Insel

 ‘island’ + 
Berg

 ‘mountain.’





inseminate

 
/inˈseməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce semen into (a woman or a female animal) by natural or artificial means.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
inseminat-

 ‘sown,’ from the verb 
inseminare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
seminare

 ‘plant, sow’ (from 
semen

 , 
semin-

 ‘seed, semen’).





insemination

 
/inˌseməˈnāSHən/






noun




the introduction of semen into a woman or a female animal by natural or artificial means




•
 
children conceived through donor insemination




•
 
we performed 224 inseminations on 48 females.



















inseminator

 
/inˈseməˌnādər/






noun



1.
 
a man or male animal inseminating a female.




2.
 
a person who performs artificial insemination of farm animals.













insensate

 
/inˈsensāt inˈsensət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking physical sensation




•
 
a patient who was permanently unconscious and insensate.










2.
 
lacking sympathy or compassion; unfeeling




•
 
a positively insensate hatred.










3.
 
completely lacking sense or reason




•
 
insensate jabbering.














II.
 
derivatives





insensately

 
/inˈsenˌsātlē ˌinˈsensətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
insensatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
sensatus

 ‘having senses’ (see sensate
 ).





insensibility

 
/inˌsensəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
unconsciousness




•
 
I flogged him into insensibility.










2.
 
inability to feel something, especially to be moved emotionally.




3.
 
lack of awareness or concern; indifference




•
 
your 
insensibility to

 the extreme importance of the mission we are on.

















– origin

 late Middle English: partly from Old French 
insensibilite

 or late Latin 
insensibilitas

 (from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
sensibilis

 ‘sensible,’ from 
sensus

 ‘sense’), partly from in-
 1
 ‘without, lacking’ + sensibility
 .





insensible

 
/inˈsensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[usu. as 
complement

 ]
 — without one's mental faculties, typically a result of violence or intoxication; unconscious




•
 
they knocked each other insensible with their fists




•
 
insensible with drink.










2.
 
(especially of a body or bodily extremity) numb; without feeling




•
 
the horny and insensible tip of the beak.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
insensible of/to

 )
 — unaware of; indifferent to




•
 
they slept on, insensible to the headlight beams.










4.
 
without emotion; callous.




5.
 
too small or gradual to be perceived; inappreciable




•
 
varying by insensible degrees.














II.
 
derivatives





insensibly

 
/inˈsensəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the senses ‘unable to be perceived’ and ‘incapable of physical sensation’): partly from Old French 
insensible

 (from Latin 
insensibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
sensibilis

 , from 
sensus

 ‘sense’), partly from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + sensible
 .





insensitive

 
/inˈsensədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or feeling no concern for others' feelings




•
 
an insensitive remark.










2.
 
not sensitive to a physical sensation




•
 
she was remarkably 
insensitive to

 pain.










3.
 
not aware of or able to respond to something




•
 
both were in many ways 
insensitive to

 painting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insensitively

 
/inˈsensədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
insensitiveness

 
/inˈsensədivnəs /






noun





















insensitivity

 
/ˈˌinˌsensəˈtivədē ənˌsensəˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
lack of concern for others' feelings




•
 
his comments demonstrate gross insensitivity




•
 
Huck, despite his occasional 
insensitivity to

 Jim, is not a cruel boy




•
 
cultural insensitivities.










2.
 
lack of response to a physical sensation, chemical, etc.




•
 
signs of malnutrition include 
insensitivity to

 pain




•
 
a major characteristic of type 2 diabetes is insulin insensitivity.










3.
 
lack of awareness or ability to respond to something




•
 
the growth of our 
insensitivity to

 things of beauty




•
 
a complete insensitivity to the power of the written word.



















insentient

 
/inˈsenSH(ē)ənt/





I.
 
adjective




incapable of feeling or understanding things; inanimate




•
 
it's arrogant to presume animals to be insentient.














II.
 
derivatives





insentience






noun





















inseparable

 
/inˈsep(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be separated or treated separately




•
 
research and higher education seem inseparable.










2.
 
(of one or more people) unwilling to be separated; usually seen together




•
 
they met 18 months ago and have been inseparable ever since.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a prefix) not used as a separate word or (in German) not separated from the base verb when inflected.








II.
 
noun




a person or thing inseparable from another.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inseparability

 
/ˌinˌsep(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inseparably

 
/inˈsep(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inseparabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
separabilis

 (see separable
 ).






insert





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈsərt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place, fit, or thrust (something) into another thing, especially with care




•
 
a steel rod was 
inserted into

 the small hole




•
 
he pulled out a small cassette recorder and inserted a new tape.










2.
 
add (text) to a piece of writing




•
 
he immediately inserted a clause into later contracts




•
 
the objection has been inserted in the minutes.










3.
 
place (a spacecraft or satellite) into an orbit or trajectory.




4.
 


[Biology]

 incorporate (a piece of genetic material) into a chromosome.




5.
 
(
be inserted

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a muscle or other organ) be attached to a part, especially that which is moved




•
 
the muscle that raises the wing is 
inserted on

 the dorsal surface of the humerus.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌsərt /



1.
 
a thing that has been inserted, in particular




2.
 
a loose page or section, typically one carrying an advertisement, in a magazine or other publication.




3.
 
an ornamental section of cloth or needlework inserted into the plain material of a garment.




4.
 
a shot inserted into a movie or video.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insertable






adjective













2.
 
inserter






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘include (text) in a piece of writing’): from Latin 
insert-

 ‘put in,’ from the verb 
inserere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
serere

 ‘to join.’





insertion

 
/inˈsərSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of inserting something




•
 
the insertion of a line or two into the script.










2.
 
the placing of a spacecraft or satellite into an orbit or trajectory.




3.
 
a thing that is inserted, in particular




4.
 
an amendment or addition inserted in a text.




5.
 
each appearance of an advertisement in a newspaper or periodical.




6.
 
an ornamental section of cloth or needlework inserted into the plain material of a garment.




7.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the manner or place of attachment of an organ




•
 
close to the point of leaf insertion.










8.
 
the manner or place of attachment of a muscle to the part that it moves




•
 
the names of the muscles and their 
insertions on

 the eyeball.










9.
 


[Biology]

 the addition of extra DNA or RNA into a section of genetic material.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
insertio(n-)

 , from Latin 
inserere

 (see insert
 ).





in-service






adjective




(of training) intended for those actively engaged in the profession or activity concerned




•
 
in-service training of library staff.



















inset





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌset /



1.
 
a thing that is put in or inserted




•
 
a pair of doors with their original stained-glass insets.










2.
 
a small picture or map inserted within the border of a larger one.




3.
 
a section of fabric or needlework inserted into the material of a garment




•
 
elastic insets in the waistband.










4.
 
an insert in a magazine or similar publication.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈset /



1.
 
put in (something, especially a small picture or map) as an inset




•
 
type in the text to be inset.










2.
 
decorate with an inset




•
 
tables inset with ceramic tiles.














III.
 
derivatives





insetter






noun





















inshallah

 
/inˈSHälə /

 
insh'allah
 , insha'allah





I.
 
exclamation




if Allah wills it.











– origin

 from Arabic 
in šā῾Allāh

 .





inshore

 
/ˈinˌSHôr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
at sea but close to the shore




•
 
both mackerel and bluefish have returned to inshore waters by now.










2.
 
used at sea but close to the shore




•
 
an inshore lifeboat.














II.
 
adverb




toward or closer to the shore




•
 
birds heading inshore to their breeding sites.














III.
 
phrases





inshore of






nearer to shore than.

















inside





I.
 
noun

 — 
/inˈsīd /



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the inner side or surface of a thing




•
 
she ran a finger around the inside of the bowl.










2.
 
the side of a bend or curve where the edge or surface is shorter




•
 
the inside of the bend.










3.
 
the side of a racetrack nearer to the center, where the lanes are shorter




•
 
he was blocked on the inside at the furlong marker.










4.
 
the inner part; the interior




•
 
the inside of the car was like an oven




•
 
these boats are built of very thin cedar, with ribs 
on the inside

 .










5.
 
(usu. 
insides

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the stomach and bowels




•
 
my insides are out of order.










6.
 
(
the inside

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a position affording private information




•
 
will you be my spy on the inside?














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈinˌsīd inˈsīd /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated on or in, or derived from, the inside




•
 
an inside pocket.










2.
 
(in some team sports) denoting positions nearer to the center of the field




•
 
possibly the best inside linebacker in the country.










3.
 
(of a pitch in baseball) passing between the batter and the strike zone




•
 
an inside pitch to a right-handed hitter.














III.
 
preposition, adverb

 — 
/inˈsīd /



1.
 
situated within the confines of (something)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
a radio was playing inside the apartment




•
 
he fitted a light inside the cupboard




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
Mr. Jackson is waiting for you inside.










2.
 
moving so as to end up within (something)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
Anatoly reached inside his shirt and brought out a map




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
we walked inside.










3.
 
within (the body or mind of a person), typically with reference to sensations of self-awareness


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
she felt a stirring of life inside her




•
 
I just roll the phrases around inside my head




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I was screaming inside.










4.
 


‹informal›

 in prison




•
 
sentenced to three years inside.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 close to the batter.




6.
 
(in basketball, soccer, and other sports) closer to the center of the field than (another player)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
he went inside Graves and scored near the post




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he does an excellent job of getting the ball inside to Randall.










7.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — in less than (the period of time specified)




•
 
the oven will have paid for itself inside 18 months.














IV.
 
phrases





inside of





a.
 


‹informal›

 within




•
 
something inside of me wanted to believe him.










b.
 
in less than (the period of time specified)




•
 
rerigging a ship for a voyage inside of a week.





















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the interior of the body): from in
 + side
 .





inside baseball

 

‹US›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
expert knowledge about baseball




•
 
he taught New York baseball fans a good deal of inside baseball.










2.
 


‹informal›

 esoteric or highly technical information




•
 
there's probably too much inside baseball to appeal to mainstream audiences.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 esoteric or highly technical




•
 
yawn-inducing inside-baseball coverage of the tech industry




•
 
it was too confusing, too inside baseball.



















inside information






noun




information available only to those within an organization.













inside job






noun






‹informal›

 a crime committed by or with the assistance of a person living or working on the premises where it occurred.













inside joke






noun




a joke that is shared exclusively by a small group of people




•
 
the album title, like many of their songs, is based on an inside joke.



















inside out





I.
 
adverb




with the inner surface turned outward




•
 
we made a very quick change, and her dress was put on inside out.














II.
 
adjective




having the inner surface turned outward




•
 
inside-out clothes.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
know something inside out






know something very thoroughly




•
 
managers who know the business inside out.















2.
 
turn something inside out





a.
 
turn the inner surface of something outward




•
 
she played with her leather gloves, turning each finger inside out.










b.
 
change something utterly




•
 
it is not so easy to turn your whole life inside out.










c.
 


‹informal›

 cause utter confusion in; defeat totally




•
 
he turned the defender inside out.























Inside Passage






a water route from Seattle in Washington to Alaska that passes through islands in Washington, British Columbia, and southeastern Alaska.









insider

 
/inˈsīdər/






noun




a person within a group or organization, especially someone privy to information unavailable to others




•
 
political insiders.



















insider trading

 
/inˈˌsīdər ˈtrādiNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 insider dealing






noun




the illegal practice of trading on the stock exchange to one's own advantage through having access to confidential information.













insidery

 
/inˈsīd(ə)rē/






adjective






‹informal›

 proceeding from or reflecting an insider's knowledge or perspective




•
 
an insidery website that is widely read in the capital's political precincts




•
 
insidery jargon.



















inside track

 
/ˈinˌsīd ˌtrak/






noun



1.
 
the inner, shorter track of a racecourse.




2.
 
a position of advantage




•
 
he always had the inside track for the starring role.



















insidious

 
/inˈsidēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
proceeding in a gradual, subtle way, but with harmful effects




•
 
sexually transmitted diseases can be insidious and sometimes without symptoms.










2.
 
treacherous; crafty




•
 
tangible proof of an insidious alliance.














II.
 
derivatives





insidiousness

 
/inˈsidēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
insidiosus

 ‘cunning,’ from 
insidiae

 ‘an ambush or trick,’ from 
insidere

 ‘lie in wait for,’ from 
in-

 ‘on’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





insidiously

 
/inˈsidēəslē/






adverb




in a gradual, subtle way, but with harmful effects




•
 
anxiety insidiously infiltrates your thoughts and behavior




•
 
slowly and insidiously the alcohol tightens its grip on the drinker.



















insight

 
/ˈinˌsīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the capacity to gain an accurate and deep intuitive understanding of a person or thing




•
 
this paper is alive with sympathetic 
insight into

 Shakespeare.










2.
 
a deep understanding of a person or thing




•
 
the signals would give marine biologists new insights into the behavior of whales.










3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 new understanding by a mentally ill person of the causes of their disorder.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘inner sight, mental vision, wisdom’): probably of Scandinavian and Low German origin and related to Swedish 
insikt

 , Danish 
indsigt

 , Dutch 
inzicht

 , and German 
Einsicht

 .





insightful

 
/inˈsītfəl ˈinsītfəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing an accurate and deep understanding; perceptive




•
 
thank you for all the insightful comments.




•
 
I don't have anything insightful to say about that.














II.
 
derivatives





insightfully

 
/inˈsītfəlē /






adverb





















insight meditation






noun




a form of Buddhist mediation that employs concentration sharply focused on bodily sensations and mental events, practiced with the intention of gaining insight into reality.














insignia

 
/inˈsiɡnēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a badge or distinguishing mark of military rank, office, or membership of an organization; an official emblem




•
 
a khaki uniform with colonel's insignia on the collar.










2.
 
a distinguishing mark or token of something




•
 
they left eternally inert blooms, the insignia of melancholy.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
insigne

 ‘sign, badge of office,’ neuter of 
insignis

 ‘distinguished (as if by a mark),’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
signum

 ‘sign.’





insignificance

 
/ˈˌinsiɡˈnifəkəns/

 
insignificancy






noun




the quality of being too small or unimportant to be worth consideration




•
 
he is aware of his own insignificance within the bigger picture.



















insignificant

 
/ˌinsiɡˈnifəkənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too small or unimportant to be worth consideration




•
 
the amount required was insignificant compared with military spending




•
 
no detail is insignificant.










2.
 
(of a person) without power or influence.




3.
 
meaningless




•
 
insignificant yet enchanting phrases.














II.
 
derivatives





insignificantly






adverb





















in silico

 
/in ˈsiləˌkō/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of scientific experiments or research) conducted or produced by means of computer modeling or computer simulation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
in silico analysis of the human genome




•
 [
adv.

 ]
 
students who are too squeamish to dissect a frog can perform the procedure in silico.

















– origin

 1980s: Latin, literally ‘in silicon’ (with reference to the use of silicon chips in computer systems), on the pattern of in vitro
 and in vivo
 .





insincere

 
/ˌinsənˈsir/





I.
 
adjective




not expressing genuine feelings




•
 
she flashed him an insincere smile.














II.
 
derivatives





insincerely

 
/ˌinsinˈsirlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
insincerus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
sincerus

 ‘sincere.’





insincerity

 
/ˈˌinsinˈserədē/






noun




the quality of not expressing genuine feelings




•
 
he had no patience for anything that smacked of insincerity or hypocrisy




•
 
the insincerities of social life.




















insinuate

 
/inˈsinyəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suggest or hint (something bad or reprehensible) in an indirect and unpleasant way


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he was insinuating that she had slept her way to the top.










2.
 
(
insinuate oneself into

 )
 — maneuver oneself into (a position of favor or office) by subtle manipulation




•
 
she seemed to be taking over, insinuating herself into the family.










3.
 
slide (oneself or a thing) slowly and smoothly into a position




•
 
the bugs insinuate themselves between one's skin and clothes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insinuatingly






adverb













2.
 
insinuator

 
/inˈsinyəˌwādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (used in legal contexts in the sense ‘enter (a document) in the official register’): from Latin 
insinuat-

 ‘introduced tortuously,’ from the verb 
insinuare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
sinuare

 ‘to curve.’





insinuation

 
/inˌsinyəˈwāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an unpleasant hint or suggestion of something bad




•
 
I've done nothing to deserve all your vicious insinuations




•
 
a piece of filthy insinuation.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
insinuatio(n-)

 , from 
insinuare

 (see insinuate
 ).





insipid

 
/inˈsipid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking flavor




•
 
mugs of insipid coffee.










2.
 
lacking vigor or interest




•
 
many artists continued to churn out insipid, shallow works.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insipidity

 
/ˌinsəˈpidədē /






noun













2.
 
insipidly

 
/inˈsipidlē /






adverb













3.
 
insipidness

 
/inˈsipidnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
insipide

 or late Latin 
insipidus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
sapidus

 (see sapid
 ).





insist

 
/inˈsist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demand something forcefully, not accepting refusal




•
 
she 
insisted on

 carrying her own bag




•
 
I'll call him and cancel it, if you insist.










2.
 
(
insist on

 )
 — demand forcefully to have something




•
 
he insisted on answers to his allegations.










3.
 
(
insist on

 )
 — persist in doing something even though it is annoying or odd




•
 
the heavy studded boots she insisted on wearing.










4.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — maintain or put forward a statement positively and assertively


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the chairman insisted that all was not doom and gloom




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I really am all right now,” Isabel insisted.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘persist, persevere’): from Latin 
insistere

 ‘persist,’ from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
sistere

 ‘stand.’





insistence

 
/inˈsistəns/





I.
 
noun




the fact or quality of insisting that something is the case or should be done




•
 
his insistence on unilateral nuclear disarmament.














II.
 
derivatives





insistency






noun





















insistent

 
/inˈsistənt/






adjective



1.
 
insisting or demanding something; not allowing refusal




•
 
Tony's soft, insistent questioning




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she was very insistent that I call her.










2.
 
regular and repeated, and demanding attention




•
 
a telephone started ringing, loud and insistent.



















insistently

 
/inˈsistəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an insistent or demanding manner




•
 
he insistently demanded that we move




•
 
they continued to press insistently forward from all sides.










2.
 
in a continuous or repetitive way




•
 
an insistently ringing phone.



















in situ

 
/ˌin ˈsīto͞o ˌin ˈsēto͞o/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
in its original place


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
mosaics and frescoes have been left in situ




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a collection of in situ pumping engines.










2.
 
in position


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
her guests were all in situ.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin.





insobriety

 
/ˌinsəˈbrīədē/






noun




drunkenness.














insofar

 
/ˌinsōˈfär /

 
in so far






adverb

 — (
insofar as

 )


1.
 
to the extent that




•
 
he decided that philosophy spoke of personal problems only insofar as they illustrated general ones.



















insol.






abbreviation




insoluble.













insolation

 
/ˌinsəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 exposure to the sun's rays.




2.
 


‹technical›

 the amount of solar radiation reaching a given area.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
insolatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
insolare

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
sol

 ‘sun.’





insole

 
/ˈinˌsōl/






noun



1.
 
a removable sole worn in a shoe for warmth, as a deodorizer, or to improve the fit.




2.
 
the fixed inner sole of a boot or shoe.













insolence

 
/ˈinsələns/






noun




rude and disrespectful behavior




•
 
she was sacked for insolence.



















insolent

 
/ˈinsələnt/





I.
 
adjective




showing a rude and arrogant lack of respect




•
 
she hated the insolent tone of his voice.














II.
 
derivatives





insolently

 
/ˈinsələntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘extravagant, going beyond acceptable limits’): from Latin 
insolent-

 ‘immoderate, unaccustomed, arrogant,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
solent-

 ‘being accustomed’ (from the verb 
solere

 ).






insoluble

 
/inˈsälyəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impossible to solve




•
 
the problem is not insoluble.










2.
 
(of a substance) incapable of being dissolved




•
 
once dry, the paints become 
insoluble in

 water.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insolubility

 
/inˌsälyəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
insolubilize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb













3.
 
insolubly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
insolubilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
solubilis

 (see soluble
 ).





insolvable

 
/inˈsälvəbəl/






adjective




rare term for insoluble
 .













insolvency

 
/inˈsälvənsē/






noun




the state of being insolvent; inability to pay one's debts




•
 
the club was facing insolvency




•
 
insolvencies in the media sector rose by 8%.



















insolvent

 
/inˈsälvənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to pay debts owed




•
 
the company became insolvent.










2.
 
relating to insolvency




•
 
insolvent liquidation.














II.
 
noun




an insolvent person.














insomnia

 
/inˈsämnēə/





I.
 
noun




habitual sleeplessness; inability to sleep.








II.
 
derivatives





insomniac

 
/inˈsämnēˌak /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
insomnis

 ‘sleepless,’ from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + 
somnus

 ‘sleep.’





insomuch

 
/ˌinsəˈməCH/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
(
insomuch that

 )
 — to such an extent that




•
 
self is the source of evil insomuch that the purity of the soul increases as it loses selfhood.










2.
 
(
insomuch as

 )
 — inasmuch as




•
 
I’m dwelling on their accessories only insomuch as it has a direct bearing on the rest of the story.

















– origin

 late Middle English: originally as 
in so much

 , translating French 
en tant (que

 ) ‘in so much (as).’





insouciance

 
/inˈso͞osēəns inˈso͞oSHəns/





I.
 
noun




casual lack of concern; indifference




•
 
an impression of boyish insouciance.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
insouciant

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
souciant

 ‘worrying’ (present participle of 
soucier

 ).





insouciant

 
/inˈso͞osēənt inˈso͞oSHənt/





I.
 
adjective




showing a casual lack of concern; indifferent




•
 
an insouciant shrug.














II.
 
derivatives





insouciantly






adverb





















insourcing

 
/ˈinˌsôrsiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of using an organization's own personnel or other resources to accomplish a task.








II.
 
derivatives





insource






verb



















– origin

 1970s: on the pattern of 
outsourcing

 (see outsource
 ).





insp.






abbreviation




inspector.













inspan

 
/inˈspan/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(S. African)

 yoke (draft animals, typically oxen) in a team to a vehicle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dutch 
inspannen

 ‘to stretch,’ from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
spannen

 ‘to span.’





inspect

 
/inˈspekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look at (someone or something) closely, typically to assess their condition or to discover any shortcomings




•
 
they were inspecting my outside paintwork for cracks and flaws.










2.
 
examine (someone or something) to ensure that they reach an official standard




•
 
customs officers came aboard to inspect our documents.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
inspection

 ): from Latin 
inspect-

 ‘looked into, examined,’ from the verb 
inspicere

 (from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
specere

 ‘look at’), or from its frequentative, 
inspectare

 .





inspection

 
/inˈspekSH(ə)n/






noun




careful examination or scrutiny




•
 
on closer inspection it looked like a fossil




•
 
please have your tickets ready for inspection




•
 
we carry out regular safety inspections.



















inspector

 
/inˈspektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official employed to ensure that official regulations are obeyed, especially in public services




•
 
a prison inspector.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 an official who examines bus or train tickets to check that they are valid.




3.
 
a police officer ranking below a superintendent or police chief


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Inspector Simmons.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inspectorial

 
/inˌspekˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
inspectorship

 
/inˈspektərˌSHip /






noun





















inspectorate

 
/inˈspektərət/






noun




a body that ensures that the official regulations applying to a particular type of institution or activity are obeyed




•
 
the factory inspectorate.



















inspector general

 
IG






noun



1.
 
an official in charge of inspecting a particular institution or activity




•
 
a report by the Pentagon's inspector general.










2.
 


[Military]

 a staff officer responsible for conducting inspections and investigations.














inspiration

 
/ˌinspəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of being mentally stimulated to do or feel something, especially to do something creative




•
 
Helen had one of her flashes of inspiration




•
 
the history of fashion has provided designers with invaluable inspiration.










2.
 
the quality of being inspired, especially when evident in something




•
 
a rare moment of inspiration in an otherwise dull display.










3.
 
a person or thing that inspires




•
 
he is an inspiration to everyone.










4.
 
a sudden brilliant, creative, or timely idea




•
 
then I had an inspiration.










5.
 
the divine influence believed to have led to the writing of the Bible.




6.
 
the drawing in of breath; inhalation.




7.
 
an act of breathing in; an inhalation.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘divine guidance’): via Old French from late Latin 
inspiratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
inspirare

 (see inspire
 ).





inspirational

 
/ˌinspəˈrāSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




providing or showing creative or spiritual inspiration




•
 
the team's inspirational captain.



















inspiratory

 
/inˈspīrəˌtôrē/






adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to the act of breathing in.














inspire

 
/inˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (someone) with the urge or ability to do or feel something, especially to do something creative


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
his passion for romantic literature inspired him to begin writing.










2.
 
create (a feeling, especially a positive one) in a person




•
 
their past record does not inspire confidence.










3.
 
(
inspire someone with

 )
 — animate someone with (such a feeling)




•
 
he inspired his students with a vision of freedom.










4.
 
give rise to




•
 
the movie was successful enough to inspire a sequel.










5.
 
breathe in (air); inhale.








II.
 
derivatives





inspirer

 
/inˈspīrər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
enspire

 , from Old French 
inspirer

 , from Latin 
inspirare

 ‘breathe or blow into,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’ The word was originally used of a divine or supernatural being, in the sense ‘impart a truth or idea to someone.’





inspired

 
/inˈspī(ə)rd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of extraordinary quality, as if arising from some external creative impulse




•
 
they had to thank the goalie for some inspired saves.










2.
 
(of a person) exhibiting a creative impulse in the activity specified




•
 
she was an inspired gardener.










3.
 
(of air or another substance) that is breathed in




•
 
inspired air must be humidified.














II.
 
derivatives





inspiredly






adverb





















inspiring

 
/inˈspī(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




having the effect of inspiring someone




•
 
he was an inspiring teacher




•
 
the scenery is not very inspiring.














II.
 
derivatives





inspiringly






adverb





















inspirit

 
/inˈspirit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
inspiriting

 )


1.
 
encourage and enliven (someone)




•
 
the inspiriting beauty of Gothic architecture.














II.
 
derivatives





inspiritingly






adverb





















inspissate

 
/ˈinspəsāt inˈspiˌsāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
inspissated

 )


1.
 
thicken or congeal




•
 
inspissated secretions.














II.
 
derivatives





inspissation

 
/ˌinspəˈsāSHən inzˌpiˈsāSHən inˌspiˈsāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
inspissat-

 ‘made thick,’ from the verb 
inspissare

 (based on Latin 
spissus

 ‘thick, dense’).





inspissator

 
/ˈinspiˌsātər, inˈspisˌātər/






noun




a heating device for thickening or congealing a liquid.













inst.

 
/inst/






abbreviation



1.
 


‹dated›

 (in business letters) instant




•
 
we are pleased to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 14 inst.










2.
 
institute; institution




•
 
the Southwest Research Inst.



















instability

 
/ˌinstəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of stability; the state of being unstable




•
 
political and economic instability.










2.
 
tendency to unpredictable behavior or erratic changes of mood




•
 
she showed increasing signs of mental instability.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
instabilité

 , from Latin 
instabilitas

 , from 
instabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
stabilis

 (see stable
 1
 ).





install

 
/inˈstôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 instal





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or fix (equipment or machinery) in position ready for use




•
 
we're planning to install a new shower.










2.
 
load (software) into a computer




•
 
you may want to install a new version of the program.










3.
 
place (someone) in a new position of authority, especially with ceremony




•
 
he was installed as music director at the Cathedral of St. Barbara in Cracow.










4.
 
establish (someone) in a new place, condition, or role




•
 
Ashley installed herself behind her table.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
installare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
stallum

 ‘place, stall.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.






installation

 
/ˌinstəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of installing someone or something, or of being installed




•
 
the installation of a central air-conditioning system.










2.
 
a thing installed, in particular




3.
 
a large piece of equipment installed for use




•
 
computer installations.










4.
 
a military or industrial establishment




•
 
nuclear installations.










5.
 
an art exhibit constructed within a gallery




•
 
a video installation.



















installer

 
/inˈstôlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who places or fixes equipment or machinery in position ready for use




•
 
a home theater installer




•
 
a manufacturer and installer of windows and doors.










2.
 
a piece of software that installs a program on a computer's hard disk




•
 
a downloadable installer from the website




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
double-click on the installer package.



















installment

 
/inˈstôlmənt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 instalment





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money due as one of several equal payments for something, spread over an agreed period of time




•
 
the first installment of a grant for housing




•
 
the purchase price is paid 
in installments

 .










2.
 
any of several parts of something that are published, broadcast, or made public in sequence at intervals




•
 
filming the final installment in his Vietnam trilogy.










3.
 
the process of installing something; installation




•
 
installment will begin early next year.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting the arrangement of payment by installments): alteration of obsolete 
estalment

 (probably by association with installation
 ), from Anglo-Norman French 
estalement

 , from Old French 
estaler

 ‘to fix.’






installment plan






noun




an arrangement for payment by installments.














instance

 
/ˈinstəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an example or single occurrence of something




•
 
a serious instance of corruption




•
 
the search finds every instance where the word appears.










2.
 
a particular case




•
 
in this instance it mattered little.










3.
 


[Law]

 
‹rare›

 the institution of a legal suit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cite (a fact, case, etc.) as an instance or example




•
 
here he instances in particular the work of Bach.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at first instance








[Law]

 at the first court hearing concerning a case.









2.
 
at the instance of








‹formal›

 at the request or instigation of




•
 
prosecution at the instance of the police.















3.
 
for instance






as an example




•
 
take Canada, for instance.















4.
 
in the first (or second, etc.) instance






in the first (or second, etc.) place; at the first (or second, etc.) stage of a proceeding




•
 
a tribunal should be formed, in the first instance to document these and other charges.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
instantia

 ‘presence, urgency,’ from 
instare

 ‘be present, press upon,’ from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
stare

 ‘to stand.’ The original sense was ‘urgency, urgent entreaty,’ surviving in 
at the instance of

 . In the late 16th cent. the word denoted a particular case cited to disprove a general assertion, derived from medieval Latin 
instantia

 ‘example to the contrary’ (translating Greek 
enstasis

 ‘objection’); hence the meaning ‘single occurrence.’





instancy

 
/ˈinstənsē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 urgency




•
 
he told his servants to press the message with greater instancy.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
instantia

 (see instance
 ).






instant

 
/ˈinstənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening or coming immediately




•
 
the offense justified instant dismissal.










2.
 
(of a person) becoming a specified thing immediately or very suddenly




•
 
become an instant millionaire.










3.
 
(of food) processed to allow quick preparation




•
 
instant coffee.










4.
 
prepared quickly and with little effort




•
 
we can't promise instant solutions.










5.
 
urgent; pressing




•
 
an instant desire to blame others when things go wrong.










6.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 (in business letters) of the current month




•
 
your letter of the 6th instant.







Compare with proximo
 , ultimo
 .




7.
 


‹archaic›

 of the present moment.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a precise moment of time




•
 
come here this instant!




•
 
at that instant the sun came out.










2.
 
a very short space of time; a moment




•
 
for an instant the moon disappeared.










3.
 


‹informal›

 instant coffee.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective, 
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective, and 
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective): via Old French from Latin 
instant-

 ‘being at hand,’ from the verb 
instare

 , from 
in-

 ‘in, at’ + 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





instantaneity

 
/inˌstantnˈēədē/






noun




the quality of being instant or immediate.













instantaneous

 
/ˌinstənˈtānēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring or done in an instant or instantly




•
 
her reaction was almost instantaneous




•
 
modern methods of instantaneous communication.










2.
 


[Physics]

 existing or measured at a particular instant




•
 
measurement of the instantaneous velocity.














II.
 
derivatives





instantaneousness

 
/ˈˌinztənˈˌtānēəsnəs ˈˌinstənˈˌtānēəsnəs ˈˌinztənˈˌtānyəsnəs ˈˌinstənˈtānyəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
instantaneus

 , from Latin 
instant-

 ‘being at hand’ (from the verb 
instare

 ), on the pattern of ecclesiastical Latin 
momentaneus

 .





instantaneously

 
/ˈˌinztənˈˌtānēəslē ˈˌinstənˈˌtānēəslē ˈˌinztənˈˌtānyəslē ˈˌinstənˈtānyəslē/






adverb




instantly; at once




•
 
now we can communicate instantaneously with the rest of the world




•
 
soldiers must be ready to react instantaneously.



















instant camera






noun




a camera of a type with internal processing that produces a finished print rapidly after each exposure.













instanter

 
/inˈstan(t)ər/





I.
 
adverb




at once; immediately




•
 
we sealed the bargain instanter.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin.





instantiate

 
/inˈstan(t)SHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent as or by an instance




•
 
a study of two groups who seemed to instantiate productive aspects of this.










2.
 
(
be instantiated

 )
 — 

[Philosophy]

 (of a universal or abstract concept) have an instance; be represented by an actual example.








II.
 
derivatives





instantiation

 
/-ˌstanCHēˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
instantia

 (see instance
 ) + -ate
 3
 .





instantly

 
/ˈinst(ə)n(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
at once; immediately




•
 
she fell asleep almost instantly.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 urgently or persistently.













instant message

 
IM





I.
 
noun




a message sent via the Internet that appears on the recipient's screen as soon as it is transmitted.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone) an instant message.








III.
 
derivatives





instant messaging






noun





















instant replay






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an immediate playback of part of a television broadcast, typically one in slow motion showing an incident in a sports event.














instant runoff voting

 
IRV






noun






(chiefly US)

 an electoral system whereby voters rank candidates in order of preference. In the event that one candidate fails to achieve a sufficient majority, the candidate with the fewest number of first-preference rankings is eliminated and these votes redistributed, the process being repeated until one candidate achieves the required majority.













instar

 
/ˈinstär/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a phase between two periods of molting in the development of an insect larva or other invertebrate animal.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘form, likeness.’





instate

 
/inˈstāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be instated

 )


1.
 
set up in position; install or establish




•
 
the restoration of those very authoritarian forms against which democracy had been instated.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (formerly also as 
enstate

 ): from en-
 1
 , in-
 2
 ‘into’ + the noun state
 . Compare with earlier reinstate
 .





instauration

 
/ˌinstôˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the action of restoring or renewing something.








II.
 
derivatives





instaurator

 
/ˈinstəˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
instauratio(n-)

 , from 
instaurare

 ‘renew,’ from 
in-

 ‘in, toward’ + 
staur-

 (a stem also found in 
restaurare

 ‘restore’).





instead

 
/inˈsted/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
as an alternative or substitute




•
 
do not use lotions, but put on a clean dressing instead




•
 
she never married, preferring instead to remain single.










2.
 
(
instead of

 )
 — as a substitute or alternative to; in place of




•
 
walk to work instead of going by car.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally as two words): from in
 + stead
 .





instep

 
/ˈinˌstep/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a person's foot between the ball and the ankle.




2.
 
the part of a shoe that fits over or under the instep of a foot.




3.
 
a thing shaped like the inner arch of a foot.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; compare with West Frisian 
ynstap

 ‘opening in a shoe for insertion of the foot.’






instigate

 
/ˈinstəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring about or initiate (an action or event)




•
 
they instigated a reign of terror




•
 
instigating legal proceedings.










2.
 
(
instigate someone to do something

 )
 — incite someone to do something, especially something bad




•
 
instigating men to refuse allegiance to the civil powers.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘urge on’): from Latin 
instigat-

 ‘urged, incited,’ from the verb 
instigare

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
stigare

 ‘prick, incite.’





instigation

 
/ˌinstəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or process of instigating an action or event




•
 
he was deported in 1891 for his instigation and support of the protest.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘incitement’): from Old French, or from Latin 
instigatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
instigare

 (see instigate
 ).





instigator

 
/ˈinstiˌɡādər/






noun




a person who brings about or initiates something




•
 
he was not the instigator of the incident.




•
 
any instigators of violence will be punished.



















instill

 
/inˈstil /

 


‹Brit.›

 instil





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gradually but firmly establish (an idea or attitude, especially a desirable one) in a person's mind




•
 
how do we 
instill

 a sense of rightness 
in

 today's youth?










2.
 
put (a substance) into something in the form of liquid drops




•
 
she was told how to instill eye drops.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
instillation

 
/ˌinstəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
instillment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
instillare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
stillare

 ‘to drop’ (from 
stilla

 ‘a drop’).





instinct





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinstiNG(k)t /



1.
 
an innate, typically fixed pattern of behavior in animals in response to certain stimuli




•
 
birds have 
an instinct to

 build nests




•
 
maternal instincts.










2.
 
a natural or intuitive way of acting or thinking




•
 
they retain their old authoritarian instincts.










3.
 
a natural propensity or skill of a specified kind




•
 
his 
instinct for

 making the most of his chances.










4.
 
the fact or quality of possessing innate behavior patterns




•
 
instinct told her not to ask the question.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/inˈstiNGkt /
 [
predic.

 ] (
instinct with

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 imbued or filled with (a quality, especially a desirable one)




•
 
these canvases are instinct with passion.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘instigation, impulse’): from Latin 
instinctus

 ‘impulse,’ from the verb 
instinguere

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
stinguere

 ‘to prick.’





instinctive

 
/inˈstiNG(k)tiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or prompted by instinct; apparently unconscious or automatic




•
 
an instinctive distaste for conflict.










2.
 
(of a person) doing or being a specified thing apparently naturally or automatically




•
 
an instinctive writer.

















usage:

 
Instinctive

 and 
instinctual

 both mean ‘relating to or prompted by instinct; unlearned, natural, automatic.’ 
Instinctual

 (like processual and other similar formations) is a variant usually found in learned journals of the social sciences.





instinctively

 
/inzˈtiNG(k)tivlē inˈstiNG(k)tivlē/






adverb




without conscious thought; by natural instinct




•
 
Elizabeth reacted instinctively in giving him a hug




•
 
some people know instinctively what suits them.



















instinctual

 
/inˈstiNG(k)(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting an innate, typically fixed pattern of behavior; based on instinct




•
 
an instinctual survival response




•
 
instinctual maternal behavior.














II.
 
derivatives





instinctually






adverb






















institute

 
/ˈinstəˌt(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
names

 ]


1.
 
a society or organization having a particular object or common factor, especially a scientific, educational, or social one




•
 
the Institute for Advanced Studies




•
 
a research institute.










2.
 
(usu. 
institutes

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 a commentary, treatise, or summary of principles, especially concerning law.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set in motion or establish (something, especially a program, system, or inquiry)




•
 
the Illinois Department of Conservation instituted a hunt to remove deer




•
 
the award was instituted in 1900.










2.
 
begin (legal proceedings) in a court.




3.
 
appoint (someone) to a position, especially as a cleric




•
 
his sons were 
instituted to

 his benefice in 1986




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
a testator who has instituted his daughter heir.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
institut-

 ‘established,’ from the verb 
instituere

 , from 
in-

 ‘in, toward’ + 
statuere

 ‘set up.’ The noun is from Latin 
institutum

 ‘something designed, precept,’ neuter past participle of 
instituere

 ; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 19th cent.





institution

 
/ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a society or organization founded for a religious, educational, social, or similar purpose




•
 
a certificate from a professional institution.










2.
 
an organization providing residential care for people with special needs




•
 
an institution for the mentally ill.










3.
 
an established official organization having an important role in the life of a country, such as a bank, church, or legislature




•
 
the institutions of democratic government.










4.
 
a large company or other organization involved in financial trading




•
 
the interest rate financial institutions charge one another.










5.
 
an established law, practice, or custom




•
 


the institution of

 marriage.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a well-established and familiar person, custom, or object




•
 
he soon became something of a national institution.










7.
 
the action of instituting something




•
 
a delay in the institution of proceedings.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 and 
sense

 3): via Old French from Latin 
institutio(n-)

 , from the verb 
instituere

 (see institute
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 18th cent.





institutional

 
/ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, in, or like an institution or institutions




•
 
institutional care




•
 
an institutional investor.










2.
 
unappealing or unimaginative




•
 
institutional chocolate-colored paint.










3.
 
expressed or organized in the form of institutions




•
 
institutional religion.










4.
 
established as a convention or norm in an organization or culture




•
 
institutional racism.










5.
 
(of advertising) intended to create prestige rather than immediate sales.








II.
 
derivatives





institutionalism

 
/ˌinztəˈt(y)o͞oSHənlˌizəm ˌinztəˈt(y)o͞oSHnəˌlizəm ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSHənlˌizəm ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSHnəˌlizəm /






noun





















institutional investor






noun






[Finance]

 a large organization, such as a bank, pension fund, labor union, or insurance company, that makes substantial investments on the stock exchange.













institutionalization

 
/ˌinstəˌt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)ləˈzāSHən ˌinstəˌt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)līˈzāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of establishing something as a convention or norm in an organization or culture




•
 
they remain committed to the institutionalization of democracy.










2.
 
the state of being placed or kept in a residential institution




•
 
people with a history of long-term institutionalization.










3.
 
harmful effects such as apathy and loss of independence arising from spending a long time in an institution




•
 
a perceptive report worried that J was at risk of institutionalization.



















institutionalize

 
/ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)nəlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish (something, typically a practice or activity) as a convention or norm in an organization or culture




•
 
a system that institutionalizes bad behavior.










2.
 
(usu. 
be institutionalized

 )
 — place or keep (someone) in a residential institution




•
 
these adolescents had more contacts with the police and were charged and institutionalized more often.



















institutionalized

 
/ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)nəlˌīzd/






adjective



1.
 
established in practice or custom




•
 
the danger of discrimination becoming institutionalized.










2.
 
established as part of an official organization




•
 
one of the most insidious byproducts of the Cold War, institutionalized secrecy.










3.
 
(of a person, especially a long-term patient or prisoner) made apathetic and dependent after a long period in an institution.













institutionally

 
/ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
as or by an institution




•
 
institutionally sanctioned religious practices.










2.
 
as a convention or norm in an organization or culture




•
 
the report explicitly refuted the suggestion that the police were institutionally racist




•
 
a criminal justice system institutionally biased in favor of the offender.



















in-store

 
/ˈˌin ˈstô(ə)r/






adjective, adverb




within a store


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an in-store bakery




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the goods are promoted in-store.



















instr.






abbreviation



1.
 
instructor.




2.
 
instrument or instrumental.














instruct

 
/inˈstrəkt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — direct or command someone to do something, especially as an official order


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she instructed him to wait




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Look at me,” he instructed




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I instructed that she be given hot, sweet tea.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — teach (someone) a subject or skill




•
 
he 
instructed

 them 
in

 the use of firearms




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
instructing electors how to record their votes.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 give a person direction, information, or authorization, in particular




4.
 
(of a judge) give information, especially clarification of legal principles, to (a jury).




5.
 
inform (someone) of a fact or situation


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the bank was instructed that the money from the savings account was now held by the company.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
instruct-

 ‘constructed, equipped, taught,’ from the verb 
instruere

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon, toward’ + 
struere

 ‘pile up.’





instruction

 
/inˈstrəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
instructions

 )
 — a direction or order




•
 
he issued instructions to the sheriff




•
 
he was acting on my instructions.










2.
 
(
instructions

 )
 — 

[Law]

 directions to a lawyer or to a jury.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a code or sequence in a computer program that defines an operation and puts it into effect.




4.
 
(
instructions

 )
 — detailed information telling how something should be done, operated, or assembled




•
 
always study the instructions supplied.










5.
 
teaching; education




•
 
the school offers personalized instruction in a variety of skills.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
instructio(n-)

 , from the verb 
instruere

 (see instruct
 ).





instructional

 
/inˈstrəkSHənl inˈstrəkSHnəl/






adjective



1.
 
intended or used for teaching; educational




•
 
instructional materials for the classroom.










2.
 
giving detailed information about how something should be done or operated




•
 
an instructional manual.



















instruction set






noun






[Computing]

 the complete set of all the instructions in machine code that can be recognized and executed by a central processing unit.













instructive

 
/inˈstrəktiv/





I.
 
adjective




useful and informative




•
 
it is instructive to compare the two projects.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
instructively

 
/inˈstrəktəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
instructiveness






noun





















instructor

 
/inˈstrəktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who teaches something




•
 
a driving instructor.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a college teacher ranking below assistant professor.








II.
 
derivatives





instructorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















instrument

 
/ˈinstrəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool or implement, especially one for delicate or scientific work




•
 
a surgical instrument




•
 
writing instruments.










2.
 
a thing used in pursuing an aim or policy; a means




•
 
drama as an 
instrument of

 learning.










3.
 
a person who is exploited or made use of




•
 
he was a mere instrument acting under coercion.










4.
 
a measuring device used to gauge the level, position, speed, etc., of something, especially a motor vehicle or aircraft.




5.
 
(also 
musical instrument

 )
 — an object or device for producing musical sounds




•
 
a percussion instrument.










6.
 
a formal document, especially a legal one




•
 
execution involves signature and unconditional delivery of the instrument.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
equip (something) with measuring instruments.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
instrumentum

 ‘equipment, implement,’ from the verb 
instruere

 ‘construct, equip.’





instrumental

 
/ˌinstrəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as an instrument or means in pursuing an aim or policy




•
 
the society was 
instrumental in

 bringing about legislation.










2.
 
relating to something's function as an instrument or means to an end




•
 
a very instrumental view of education and how it relates to their needs.










3.
 
(of music) performed on instruments, not sung




•
 
a largely instrumental piece.










4.
 
relating to musical instruments




•
 
brilliance of instrumental color.










5.
 
of or relating to an implement or measuring device




•
 
instrumental error




•
 
instrumental delivery of a baby.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting or relating to a case of nouns and pronouns (and words in grammatical agreement with them) indicating a means or instrument.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of (usually nonclassical) music performed solely by instruments, with no vocals.




2.
 
(
the instrumental

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the instrumental case.




3.
 
a noun in the instrumental case.








III.
 
derivatives





instrumentally






adverb





















instrumental conditioning






noun






[Psychology]

 a learning process in which behavior is modified by the reinforcing or inhibiting effects of the resulting consequences.













instrumentalism

 
/ˌinstrəˈmen(t)lizəm/






noun



1.
 
a pragmatic philosophical approach that regards an activity (such as science, law, or education) chiefly as an instrument or tool for some practical purpose, rather than in more absolute or ideal terms, in particular




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the pragmatic philosophy of John Dewey that supposes that thought is an instrument for solving practical problems and that truth is not fixed but changes as the problems change.




3.
 
(especially in Marxist theory) the view that the state and social organizations are tools that are exploited by the ruling class or by individuals in their own interests.




4.
 


[Music]

 
‹rare›

 instrumental technique.













instrumentalist

 
/ˌinstrəˈmen(t)ələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a player of a musical instrument.




2.
 
an adherent of instrumentalism.








II.
 
adjective




of or in terms of instrumentalism.













instrumentality

 
/ˌinstrəmənˈtalədē/






noun



1.
 
the fact or quality of serving as an instrument or means to an end; agency




•
 
a corporate body can act only through the instrumentality of human beings.










2.
 
a thing that serves as an instrument or means to an end.













instrumentation

 
/ˌinstrəmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the particular instruments used in a piece of music; the manner in which a piece is arranged for instruments




•
 
Telemann's specified instrumentation of flute, violin, and continuo.










2.
 
the arrangement or composition of a piece of music for particular musical instruments




•
 
an experiment in instrumentation.










3.
 
measuring instruments regarded collectively




•
 
the controls and instrumentation of an aircraft.










4.
 
the design, provision, or use of measuring instruments.













instrument panel

 
/ˈinztrəmənt ˌpanl ˈinstrəmənt ˌpanl /

 
instrument board






noun




a surface in front of a driver's or pilot's seat, on which the vehicle's or aircraft's instruments are situated.













insubordinate

 
/ˌinsəˈbôrd(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective




defiant of authority; disobedient to orders




•
 
an insubordinate attitude.














II.
 
derivatives





insubordinately






adverb





















insubordination

 
/ˌinsəˌbôrdəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




defiance of authority; refusal to obey orders




•
 
he was dismissed for insubordination.



















insubstantial

 
/ˌinsəbˈstan(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking strength and solidity




•
 
the huts are relatively few and insubstantial




•
 
insubstantial evidence.










2.
 
not solid or real; imaginary




•
 
the flickering light made her face seem insubstantial.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insubstantiality

 
/-ˌstanCHēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
insubstantially






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
insubstantialis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
substantialis

 (see substantial
 ).





insufferable

 
/inˈsəf(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too extreme to bear; intolerable




•
 
the heat would be insufferable by July.










2.
 
having or showing unbearable arrogance or conceit




•
 
an insufferable bully




•
 
insufferable French chauvinism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insufferableness






noun













2.
 
insufferably

 
/inˈsəf(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps via French (now dialect) 
insouffrable

 , based on Latin 
suffere

 ‘endure’ (see suffer
 ).





insufficiency

 
/ˌinsəˈfiSHənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of being insufficient




•
 
insufficiency of adequate housing




•
 
there have been demands to redress such insufficiencies.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the inability of an organ to perform its normal function




•
 
renal insufficiency.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘incompetence, inability’): from late Latin 
insufficientia

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
sufficere

 ‘be sufficient.’





insufficient

 
/ˌinsəˈfiSH(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




not enough; inadequate




•
 
there was insufficient evidence to convict him.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘incapable, incompetent’): via Old French from late Latin 
insufficient-

 ‘not sufficing,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + Latin 
sufficere

 (see suffice
 ).





insufficiently

 
/ˌinsəˈfiSHən(t)lē/






adverb




to an inadequate degree; not enough




•
 
a number of important issues were covered insufficiently




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
we were insufficiently attentive.



















insufflate

 
/ˈinsəˌflāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 blow (air, gas, or powder) into a cavity of the body.




2.
 
blow something into or through (a part of the body).




3.
 


[Theology]

 blow or breathe on (someone) to symbolize spiritual influence.








II.
 
derivatives





insufflation

 
/ˌinsəˈflāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin 
insufflat-

 ‘blown into,’ from the verb 
insufflare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
sufflare

 ‘blow’ (from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
flare

 ‘to blow’). 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 20th cent.





insufflator

 
/ˈinsəˌflādər/






noun



1.
 
a device for blowing powder onto a surface in order to make fingerprints visible.




2.
 
an instrument for medical insufflation.













insula

 
/ˈinsələ/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a region of the brain deep in the cerebral cortex.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘island.’





insulant

 
/ˈinsələnt/






noun




an insulating material.













insular

 
/ˈins(y)ələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ignorant of or uninterested in cultures, ideas, or peoples outside one's own experience




•
 
a stubbornly insular farming people.










2.
 
lacking contact with other people




•
 
people living restricted and sometimes insular existences.










3.
 
of, relating to, or from an island




•
 
the movement of goods of insular origin.










4.
 
of or relating to the art and craftwork of Britain and Ireland in the early Middle Ages, especially a form of Latin handwriting




•
 
insular illumination of the 6th century.










5.
 
(of climate) equable because of the influence of the sea.




6.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the insula of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





insularly

 
/ˈins(y)ələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting an islander): from late Latin 
insularis

 , from 
insula

 ‘island.’





insularity

 
/ˌins(y)əˈlerədē/






noun




ignorance of or lack of interest in cultures, ideas, or peoples outside one's own experience




•
 
an example of British insularity.




















insulate

 
/ˈinsəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect (something) by interposing material that prevents the loss of heat or the intrusion of sound




•
 
the room was heavily 
insulated against

 all outside noise.










2.
 
prevent the passage of electricity to or from (something) by covering it in nonconducting material




•
 
the case is carefully insulated to prevent short circuits.










3.
 
protect from the unpleasant effects or elements of something




•
 
he claims that the service is complacent and 
insulated from

 outside pressures.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 make (land) into an island




•
 
the village was insulated by every flood of the river.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
insula

 ‘island’ + -ate
 3
 .





insulating tape

 
/ˈinsəˌlādiNG ˌtāp/






noun




another term for friction tape
 .













insulation

 
/ˌinsəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of insulating something or someone




•
 
keep your home warmer through insulation




•
 
heat insulation.










2.
 
the state of being insulated




•
 
his comparative insulation from the world.










3.
 
material used to insulate something, especially a building




•
 
fit insulation to all exposed pipes.



















insulator

 
/ˈinsəˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing or substance used for insulation, in particular




2.
 
a substance that does not readily allow the passage of heat or sound




•
 
cotton is a poor insulator.










3.
 
a substance or device that does not readily conduct electricity.




4.
 
a block of material, typically glass or ceramic, enclosing a wire carrying an electric current where it crosses a support.













insulin

 
/ˈinsələn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a hormone produced in the pancreas by the islets of Langerhans that regulates the amount of glucose in the blood. The lack of insulin causes a form of diabetes.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an animal-derived or synthetic form of insulin used to treat diabetes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
insula

 ‘island’ + -in
 1
 .





insulin shock






noun






[Medicine]

 an acute physiological condition resulting from excess insulin in the blood, involving low blood sugar, weakness, convulsions, and potentially coma.













insulitis

 
/ˌinsəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 disease of the pancreas caused by the infiltration of lymphocytes.













insult





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈsəlt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak to or treat with disrespect or scornful abuse




•
 
you're insulting the woman I love.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌsəlt /



1.
 
a disrespectful or scornfully abusive remark or action




•
 
he hurled insults at us




•
 
he saw the book as a deliberate 
insult to

 the Church.










2.
 
a thing so worthless or contemptible as to be offensive




•
 
the present offer is an absolute insult.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 an event or occurrence that causes damage to a tissue or organ




•
 
the movement of the bone causes a severe tissue insult.














III.
 
phrases





add insult to injury






act in a way that makes a bad or displeasing situation worse.












IV.
 
derivatives





insulter






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘exult, act arrogantly’): from Latin 
insultare

 ‘jump or trample on,’ from 
in-

 ‘on’ + 
saltare

 , from 
salire

 ‘to leap.’ The noun (in the early 17th cent. denoting an attack) is from French 
insulte

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
insultus

 . The main current senses date from the 17th cent., the medical use dating from the early 20th cent.





insulting

 
/inˈsəltiNG/





I.
 
adjective




disrespectful or scornfully abusive




•
 
insulting remarks




•
 
their language is 
insulting to

 women.














II.
 
derivatives





insultingly

 
/inˈsəltiNGlē /






adverb





















insuperable

 
/inˈso͞op(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a difficulty or obstacle) impossible to overcome




•
 
insuperable financial problems.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insuperability

 
/ˌinˌso͞op(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
insuperably

 
/inˈso͞op(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘invincible’): from Old French, or from Latin 
insuperabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
superabilis

 (from 
superare

 ‘overcome’).






insupportable

 
/ˌinsəˈpôrdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be supported or justified




•
 
he had arrived at a wholly insupportable conclusion.










2.
 
unable to be endured; intolerable




•
 
the heat was insupportable.














II.
 
derivatives





insupportably

 
/ˌinsəˈpôrdəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
supportable

 (from 
supporter

 ‘to support’).





insurance

 
/inˈSHo͝orəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a practice or arrangement by which a company or government agency provides a guarantee of compensation for specified loss, damage, illness, or death in return for payment of a premium




•
 
many new borrowers take out 
insurance against

 unemployment or sickness.










2.
 
the business of providing insurance




•
 
Howard is in insurance.










3.
 
money paid for insurance




•
 
my insurance has gone up.










4.
 
money paid out as compensation under an insurance policy




•
 
when will I be able to collect the insurance?










5.
 
a thing providing protection against a possible eventuality




•
 
adherence to high personal standards of conduct is excellent 
insurance against

 personal problems




•
 
young people are not an insurance against loneliness in old age.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
ensurance

 in the sense ‘ensuring, assurance, a guarantee’): from Old French 
enseurance

 , from 
enseurer

 (see ensure
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





insurance adjuster






noun




another term for claims adjuster
 .













insurance agent

 
/inˈSHo͝orəns ˌājənt/






noun




a person employed to sell insurance policies.













insurance carrier






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an insurer; an insurance company.













insurance policy

 
/inˈSHo͝orəns ˌpäləsē/






noun




a document detailing the terms and conditions of a contract of insurance.














insure

 
/inˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange for compensation in the event of damage to or loss of (property), or injury to or the death of (someone), in exchange for regular advance payments to a company or government agency




•
 
the table should be 
insured for

 $2,500




•
 
the company had 
insured

 itself 
against

 a fall of the dollar




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
businesses can 
insure against

 exchange rate fluctuations.










2.
 
provide insurance coverage with respect to




•
 
subsidiaries set up to insure the risks of a group of companies.










3.
 
(
insure someone against

 )
 — secure or protect someone against (a possible contingency)




•
 
by appeasing Celia they might insure themselves against further misfortune




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
such changes could insure against further violence and unrest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insurability

 
/-ˌSHo͝orəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
insurable

 
/inˈSHo͝orəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘assure someone of something’): alteration of ensure
 . / 
usage:

 There is considerable overlap between the meaning and use of 
insure

 and 
ensure

 . In both US and British English, the primary meaning of 
insure

 is the commercial sense of providing financial compensation in the event of damage to property; 
ensure

 is not used at all in this sense. For the more general senses, 
ensure

 is more likely to be used, but 
insure

 and 
ensure

 are often interchangeable, particularly in US English: bail is posted to 
insure

 that the defendant appears for trial | the system is run to 
ensure

 that a good quality of service is maintained.





insured

 
/inˈSHo͝ord/





I.
 
adjective




covered by insurance




•
 
the insured car




•
 
a privately insured patient




•
 
an insured risk.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the insured

 )


1.
 
a person or organization covered by insurance.













insurer

 
/inˈSHo͝orər/






noun




a person or company that underwrites an insurance risk; the party in an insurance contract undertaking to pay compensation.













insurgency

 
/inˈsərj(ə)nsē/






noun




an active revolt or uprising




•
 
rebels are waging an armed insurgency to topple the monarchy




•
 
efforts to counter terrorism and insurgency.



















insurgent

 
/inˈsərj(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
rising in active revolt




•
 
alleged links with insurgent groups.










2.
 
of or relating to rebels




•
 
a series of insurgent attacks.














II.
 
noun




a rebel or revolutionary




•
 
an attack by armed insurgents.














III.
 
derivatives





insurgence

 
/inˈsərj(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun): via French from Latin 
insurgent-

 ‘arising,’ from the verb 
insurgere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into, toward’ + 
surgere

 ‘to rise.’





insurmountable

 
/ˌinsərˈmoun(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too great to be overcome




•
 
an insurmountable problem.














II.
 
derivatives





insurmountably






adverb





















insurrection

 
/ˌinsəˈrekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a violent uprising against an authority or government




•
 
the insurrection was savagely put down




•
 
opposition to the new regime led to armed insurrection.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
insurrectionary

 
/ˌinsəˈrekSHəˌnerē /






adjective













2.
 
insurrectionist

 
/ˌinsəˈrekSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
insurrectio(n-)

 , from 
insurgere

 ‘rise up.’





insusceptible

 
/ˈinsəˈseptəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not likely to be affected




•
 
the larvae are 
insusceptible to

 most treatments.














II.
 
derivatives





insusceptibility

 
/ˌinsəˌseptəˈbilədē /






noun





















int.






abbreviation



1.
 
interior.




2.
 
internal.




3.
 
international.













intact

 
/inˈtakt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often as 
complement

 ]


1.
 
not damaged or impaired in any way; complete




•
 
the church was almost in ruins, but its tower remained intact.














II.
 
derivatives





intactness

 
/inˈtak(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intactus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
tactus

 (past participle of 
tangere

 ‘touch’).





intact family






noun




a nuclear family in which membership has remained constant, in the absence of divorce or other divisive factors.













intagliated

 
/inˈtalēˌātid, -ˈtälē-/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 carved or engraved on the surface.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
intagliato

 ‘engraved,’ past participle of 
intagliare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
tagliare

 ‘to cut.’





intaglio

 
/inˈtalyō inˈtälyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a design incised or engraved into a material




•
 
the dies bore a design 
in intaglio

 .










2.
 
a gem with an incised design.




3.
 
any printing process in which the type or design is etched or engraved, such as photogravure or dry point.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
intaglioed

 )


1.
 
engrave or represent by an engraving




•
 
a carved box with little intaglioed pineapples on it.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Italian, from 
intagliare

 ‘engrave.’





intake

 
/ˈinˌtāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of food, air, or another substance taken into the body




•
 
your daily intake of calories




•
 
his alcohol intake.










2.
 
an act of taking something into the body




•
 
she heard his 
sharp intake of breath






•
 
a protective factor is the 
intake of

 cereal fiber.










3.
 
a location or structure through which something is taken in, e.g., water into a channel or pipe from a river, fuel or air into an engine or machine, commodities into a place, etc.




•
 
cut rectangular holes for the air intake.










4.
 
the action of taking something in




•
 
facilities for the intake of grain by road.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally Scots and northern English): from in
 + take
 .





intangible

 
/inˈtanjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be touched or grasped; not having physical presence




•
 
my companions do not care about cyberspace or anything else so intangible.










2.
 
difficult or impossible to define or understand; vague and abstract




•
 
the rose symbolized something intangible about their relationship.










3.
 
(of an asset or benefit) not constituting or represented by a physical object and of a value not precisely measurable




•
 
intangible business property like trademarks and patents.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
intangibles

 )


1.
 
an intangible thing




•
 
intangibles like self-confidence and responsibility.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intangibility

 
/ˌinˌtanjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
intangibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from French, or from medieval Latin 
intangibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + late Latin 
tangibilis

 (see tangible
 ).





intarsia

 
/inˈtärsēə/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a method of knitting with a number of colors, in which a separate length or ball of yarn is used for each area of color (as opposed to different yarns being carried at the back of the work)




•
 
an intarsia design.










2.
 
an elaborate form of marquetry using inlays in wood, especially as practiced in 15th-century Italy.




3.
 
similar inlaid work in stone, metal, or glass.











– origin

 from Italian 
intarsio

 ; 
sense

 2 superseding earlier 
tarsia

 (from Italian, ‘marquetry’); the knitting term dates from the mid 19th cent.






integer

 
/ˈin(t)əjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a whole number; a number that is not a fraction.




2.
 
a thing complete in itself.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an adjective meaning ‘entire, whole’): from Latin, ‘intact, whole,’ from 
in-

 (expressing negation) + the root of 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’ Compare with entire
 , also with integral
 , integrate
 , and integrity
 .






integral

 
/ˈin(t)əɡrəl inˈteɡrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
necessary to make a whole complete; essential or fundamental




•
 
games are an integral part of the school's curriculum




•
 
systematic training should be 
integral to

 library management.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — included as part of the whole rather than supplied separately




•
 
the unit comes complete with integral pump and heater.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having or containing all parts that are necessary to be complete




•
 
the first integral recording of the ten Mahler symphonies.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or denoted by an integer.




5.
 
involving only integers, especially as coefficients of a function.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)əɡrəl /



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a function of which a given function is the derivative, i.e., which yields that function when differentiated, and which may express the area under the curve of a graph of the function.

See also definite integral
 , indefinite integral
 .




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a function satisfying a given differential equation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
integrality

 
/ˌin(t)əˈɡralədē /






noun













2.
 
integrally

 
/ˈin(t)əɡrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
integralis

 , from 
integer

 ‘whole’ (see integer
 ). Compare with integrate
 and integrity
 .






integral calculus






noun




a branch of mathematics concerned with the determination, properties, and application of integrals.

Compare with differential calculus
 .













integrand

 
/ˈin(t)əɡrənd/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a function that is to be integrated.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
integrandus

 , gerundive of 
integrare

 (see integrate
 ).





integrant

 
/ˈin(t)əɡrənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of parts) making up or contributing to a whole; constituent.








II.
 
noun




a component.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
intégrant

 , from the verb 
intégrer

 , from Latin 
integrare

 (see integrate
 ).






integrate

 
/ˈin(t)əˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
combine (one thing) with another so that they become a whole




•
 
transportation planning should be 
integrated with

 energy policy.










2.
 
combine (two things) so that they become a whole




•
 
the problem of integrating the two approaches.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing) combine with another to form a whole




•
 
the stone will blend with the environment and 
integrate into

 the landscape.










4.
 
bring (people or groups with particular characteristics or needs) into equal participation in or membership of a social group or institution




•
 


integrating

 children with special needs 
into

 ordinary schools.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come into equal participation in or membership of society or an institution or body




•
 
she was anxious to 
integrate

 well 
into

 her husband's family.










6.
 
desegregate (a school, neighborhood, etc.), especially racially




•
 
there was a national campaign under way to integrate the lunch counters




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
cities' efforts to integrate across urban-suburban lines.










7.
 


[Mathematics]

 find the integral of.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
integrability

 
/ˌintiɡrəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
integrable

 
/ˈin(t)əɡrəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
integrat-

 ‘made whole,’ from the verb 
integrare

 , from 
integer

 ‘whole’ (see integer
 ). Compare with integral
 and integrity
 .





integrated

 
/ˈin(t)əˌɡrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
having been integrated, in particular




2.
 
(of an institution, body, etc.) desegregated, especially racially




•
 
integrated education.










3.
 
with various parts or aspects linked or coordinated




•
 
an integrated and high-quality public transportation system.










4.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 indicating the mean value or total sum of (temperature, an area, etc.)




•
 
integrated electron density along the line of sight.



















integrated circuit

 
/ˈin(t)əˌɡrādid ˌsərkət/






noun




an electronic circuit formed on a small piece of semiconducting material, performing the same function as a larger circuit made from discrete components.













integrated services digital network

 
ISDN






noun




a telecommunications network through which sound, images, and data can be transmitted as digitized signals.













integrating

 
/ˈin(t)əˌɡrādiNG/






adjective




(of an instrument) indicating the mean value or total sum of a measured quantity.













integration

 
/ˌin(t)əˈɡrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of integrating




•
 
economic and political integration




•
 


integration

 of individual countries 
into

 trading blocs.










2.
 
the intermixing of people or groups previously segregated




•
 
integration is the best hope for both black and white Americans.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the finding of an integral or integrals




•
 
integration of an ordinary differential equation




•
 
mathematical integrations.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 the coordination of processes in the nervous system, including diverse sensory information and motor impulses




•
 
visuomotor integration.










5.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the process by which a well-balanced psyche becomes whole as the developing ego organizes the id, and the state that results or that treatment seeks to create or restore by countering the fragmenting effect of defense mechanisms.








II.
 
derivatives





integrationist

 
/ˌin(t)əˈɡrāSH(ə)nəst /






noun





















integrative

 
/ˈintəɡrādiv/






adjective



1.
 
serving or intending to unify separate things




•
 
an integrative approach to learning.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 combining allopathic and complementary therapies




•
 
a database for the integrative physician




•
 
integrative medicine.



















integrator

 
/ˈin(t)əˌɡrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that integrates, in particular




2.
 
(also 
system integrator

 or 
systems integrator

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a company that markets commercial integrated software and hardware systems.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a computer chip or circuit that performs mathematical integration.




4.
 
an instrument for indicating or registering the total amount or mean value of some physical quality such as area or temperature.














integrity

 
/inˈteɡrədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral uprightness




•
 
he is known to be a man of integrity.










2.
 
the state of being whole and undivided




•
 
upholding territorial integrity and national sovereignty.










3.
 
the condition of being unified, unimpaired, or sound in construction




•
 
the structural integrity of the novel.










4.
 
internal consistency or lack of corruption in electronic data


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
integrity checking.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
intégrité

 or Latin 
integritas

 , from 
integer

 ‘intact’ (see integer
 ). Compare with entirety
 , integral
 , and integrate
 .





integument

 
/inˈteɡyəmənt/





I.
 
noun




a tough outer protective layer, especially that of an animal or plant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
integumental

 
/-ˌteɡyəˈmentl /






adjective













2.
 
integumentary

 
/inˌteɡyəˈmen(t)ərē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a covering or coating): from Latin 
integumentum

 , from the verb 
integere

 , from 
in-

 ‘in’ + 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’





intel

 
/ˈintel/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 information of military or political value




•
 
prewar intel.

















– origin

 1960s: shortening of intelligence
 .





intellect

 
/ˈin(t)lˌekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty of reasoning and understanding objectively, especially with regard to abstract or academic matters




•
 
he was a man of action rather than of intellect.










2.
 
the understanding or mental powers of a particular person




•
 
his keen intellect.










3.
 
an intelligent or intellectual person




•
 
sapping our country of some of its brightest intellects.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intellectus

 ‘understanding,’ from 
intellegere

 ‘understand’ (see intelligent
 ).





intellection

 
/ˌin(t)lˈekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action or process of understanding, as opposed to imagination.








II.
 
derivatives





intellective

 
/ˈin(t)lˌektiv /






adjective






















intellectual

 
/ˌin(t)əˈlek(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the intellect




•
 
children need intellectual stimulation.










2.
 
appealing to or requiring use of the intellect




•
 
the movie wasn't very intellectual, but it caught the mood of the times.










3.
 
possessing a highly developed intellect




•
 
you are an intellectual girl, like your mother.














II.
 
noun




a person possessing a highly developed intellect.








III.
 
derivatives





intellectuality

 
/ˌin(t)əˌlek(t)SHo͞oˈalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intellectualis

 , from 
intellectus

 ‘understanding,’ from 
intellegere

 ‘understand’ (see intelligent
 ).





intellectualism

 
/ˌin(t)əˈlek(t)SH(əw)əˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exercise of the intellect at the expense of the emotions.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that knowledge is wholly or mainly derived from pure reason; rationalism.








II.
 
derivatives





intellectualist

 
/ˌin(t)əˈlek(t)SH(o͞o)ələst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a term in philosophy): from intellectual
 , on the pattern of German 
Intellektualismus

 .





intellectualize

 
/ˌin(t)əˈlek(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give an intellectual character to




•
 
belief was a gut feeling—it couldn't be intellectualized.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — talk, write, or think intellectually




•
 
people who 
intellectualize about

 fashion.














II.
 
derivatives





intellectualization

 
/-ˌekCHo͞oələˈzāSHən /






noun





















intellectually

 
/ˈˌin(t)əlˈˌek(t)SH(əw)əlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to the intellect




•
 
intellectually stimulating conversation




•
 
many of us have grown intellectually.



















intellectual property






noun






[Law]

 a work or invention that is the result of creativity, such as a manuscript or a design, to which one has rights and for which one may apply for a patent, copyright, trademark, etc.














intelligence

 
/inˈteləjəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to acquire and apply knowledge and skills




•
 
an eminent man of great intelligence




•
 
they underestimated her intelligence.










2.
 
a person or being with the ability to acquire and apply knowledge




•
 
extraterrestrial intelligences.










3.
 
the collection of information of military or political value




•
 
the chief of military intelligence




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the intelligence department.










4.
 
people employed in the collection of military or political information




•
 
French intelligence has been able to secure numerous local informers.










5.
 
military or political information




•
 
the gathering of intelligence.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 information in general; news.








II.
 
derivatives





intelligential

 
/inˌteləˈjen(t)SH(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
intelligentia

 , from 
intelligere

 ‘understand’ (see intelligent
 ).






intelligence quotient

 
/inˈteləjəns ˌkwōSHənt /

 
IQ






noun




a number representing a person's reasoning ability (measured using problem-solving tests) as compared to the statistical norm or average for their age, taken as 100.













intelligencer

 
/inˈtelijənsər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who gathers intelligence, especially an informer, spy, or secret agent.













intelligence test

 
/inˈteləjəns ˌtest/






noun




a test designed to measure the ability to think and reason rather than acquired knowledge.














intelligent

 
/inˈteləjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing intelligence, especially of a high level




•
 
Annabelle is intelligent and hardworking




•
 
an intelligent guess.










2.
 
(of a device, machine, or building) able to vary its state or action in response to varying situations, varying requirements, and past experience.




3.
 
(especially of a computer terminal) incorporating a microprocessor and having its own processing capability.

Often contrasted with dumb
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
intelligent-

 ‘understanding,’ from the verb 
intelligere

 , variant of 
intellegere

 ‘understand,’ from 
inter

 ‘between’ + 
legere

 ‘choose.’





intelligent design






noun




the theory that life, or the universe, cannot have arisen by chance and was designed and created by some intelligent entity.













intelligently

 
/inˈteləjəntlē/






adverb




in a knowledgeable and insightful way; cleverly




•
 
many spoke intelligently about the issues




•
 
intelligently designed products.



















intelligentsia

 
/inˌteləˈjen(t)sēə/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the intelligentsia

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
intellectuals or highly educated people as a group, especially when regarded as possessing culture and political influence.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Russian 
intelligentsiya

 , from Polish 
inteligencja

 , from Latin 
intelligentia

 (see intelligence
 ).





intelligibility

 
/inˌtelijəˈbilədē/






noun




the state or quality of being intelligible




•
 
being able to see a speaker can improve intelligibility.



















intelligible

 
/inˈteləjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be understood; comprehensible




•
 
this would make the system more intelligible to the general public.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 able to be understood only by the intellect, not by the senses.








II.
 
derivatives





intelligibly

 
/inˈteləjəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘capable of understanding’): from Latin 
intelligibilis

 , from 
intelligere

 ‘understand’ (see intelligent
 ).





Intelsat

 
/ˈinˌtelˌsat/





I.
 


‹trademark›

 an international organization of more than 100 countries, formed in 1964, that owns and operates the worldwide commercial communications satellite system.







– origin

 from 
In(ternational) Tel(ecommunications) Sat(ellite Consortium)

 .





intemperance

 
/inˈtemp(ə)rəns/






noun



1.
 
lack of moderation or restraint




•
 
his occasional intemperance of tone.










2.
 
excessive indulgence, especially in alcohol.













intemperate

 
/inˈtemp(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a lack of self-control; immoderate




•
 
intemperate outbursts concerning global conspiracies.










2.
 
given to or characterized by excessive indulgence, especially in alcohol




•
 
an intemperate social occasion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intemperately

 
/inˈtemp(ə)rətlē /






adverb













2.
 
intemperateness

 
/inˈtemp(ə)rətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘inclement’): from Latin 
intemperatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
temperatus

 (see temperate
 ).






intend

 
/inˈtend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have (a course of action) as one's purpose or objective; plan


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the company intends to cut about 4,500 jobs




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is intended that coverage shall be worldwide.










2.
 
plan that (something) function in a particular way




•
 
a series of questions 
intended as

 a checklist.










3.
 
plan that speech should have (a particular meaning)




•
 
no offense was intended, I assure you.










4.
 
design or destine (someone or something) for a particular purpose or end




•
 
pigs 
intended for

 human consumption




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
a one-room cottage intended to accommodate a family.










5.
 
(
be intended for

 )
 — be meant or designed for (a particular person or group) to have or use




•
 
this benefit is intended for people incapable of work.














II.
 
derivatives





intender






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
entend

 (in the sense ‘direct the attention to’), from Old French 
entendre

 , from Latin 
intendere

 ‘intend, extend, direct,’ from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch, tend.’





intendant

 
/inˈtendənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a title given to a high-ranking official or administrator, especially in France, Spain, Portugal, or one of their colonies.




2.
 
the administrator of an opera house or theater.








II.
 
derivatives





intendancy

 
/inˈtend(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
intendere

 ‘to direct’ (see intend
 ).





intended

 
/inˈtendəd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
planned or meant




•
 
the intended victim escaped.














II.
 
noun

 — (
one's intended

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the person one intends to marry; one's fiancé or fiancée.








III.
 
derivatives





intendedly






adverb





















intending

 
/inˈtendiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) planning or meaning to do or be the specified thing




•
 
an intending client.



















intendment

 
/inˈtendmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the sense in which the law understands or interprets something, such as the true intention of a piece of legislation.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an intended meaning): from Old French 
entendement

 , from 
entendre

 ‘intend.’





intense

 
/inˈtens/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of extreme force, degree, or strength




•
 
the job demands intense concentration




•
 
the heat was intense




•
 
an intense blue.










2.
 
(of an action) highly concentrated




•
 
a phase of intense activity.










3.
 
having or showing strong feelings or opinions; extremely earnest or serious




•
 
an intense young woman, passionate about her art




•
 
a burning and intense look.














II.
 
derivatives





intenseness

 
/inˈtensnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
intensus

 ‘stretched tightly, strained,’ past participle of 
intendere

 (see intend
 ). / 
usage:

 
Intense

 and 
intensive

 are similar in meaning, but they differ in emphasis. 
Intense

 tends to relate to subjective responses—emotions and how we feel—while 
intensive

 tends to relate to objective descriptions. Thus an 
intensive

 course of instruction simply describes the type of course: one that is designed to cover a lot of ground in a short time. On the other hand, in the course was 
intense

 , the word 
intense

 describes how someone felt about taking the course.





intensely

 
/inˈtenslē/






adverb



1.
 
with extreme force or strength




•
 
the fire was burning intensely.










2.
 
with extreme effort or attention




•
 
she has the ability to concentrate intensely for long periods




•
 
he stared intensely at the TV.










3.
 
to an extreme degree




•
 
everything mattered intensely to William




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
an intensely competitive industry.










4.
 
with intense feeling or expression




•
 
she intensely disliked any form of confrontation.



















intensification

 
/inˌtensəfiˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of making or becoming more intense




•
 
the intensification of the conflict.




•
 
the intensification of agriculture.



















intensifier

 
/inˈtensəˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that intensifies, in particular




2.
 


[Photography]

 a chemical used to intensify a negative.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 an adverb used to give force or emphasis, for example, 
really

 in 
my feet are really cold

 .




4.
 
short for image intensifier
 .













intensify

 
/inˈtensəˌfī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
become or make more intense


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the dispute began to intensify




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they had intensified their military campaign.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Photography]

 increase the opacity of (a negative) using a chemical




•
 
the negative may be intensified with bichloride.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined by Coleridge.






intension

 
/inˈtenSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 the internal content of a concept.

Often contrasted with extension
 (
sense

 5).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 resolution or determination.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intensional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
intensionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (also in the sense ‘straining, stretching’): from Latin 
intensio(n-)

 , from 
intendere

 (see intend
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





intensity

 
/inˈtensədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being intense




•
 
gazing into her face with disconcerting intensity




•
 
the pain grew in intensity.










2.
 
an instance or degree of this




•
 
an intensity that frightened her.










3.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 the measurable amount of a property, such as force, brightness, or a magnetic field




•
 
hydrothermal processes of low intensity




•
 
different light intensities.



















intensive

 
/inˈtensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concentrated on a single area or subject or into a short time; very thorough or vigorous




•
 
she undertook an intensive Arabic course




•
 
eight days of intensive arms talks.










2.
 
(of agriculture) aiming to achieve the highest possible level of production within a limited area, especially by using chemical and technological aids




•
 
intensive farming.







Often contrasted with extensive
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — (typically in business and economics) concentrating on or making much use of a specified thing




•
 
computer-intensive methods.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective, adverb, or particle) expressing intensity; giving force or emphasis.




5.
 
denoting a property that is measured in terms of intensity (e.g., concentration) rather than of extent (e.g., volume), and so is not simply increased by addition of one thing to another.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 an intensive adjective, adverb, or particle; an intensifier.








III.
 
derivatives





intensiveness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘vehement, intense’): from French 
intensif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
intensivus

 , from 
intendere

 (see intend
 ). / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
intensive

 and 
intense

 , see usage at intense
 .





intensive care

 
/inˈtensiv ˈˌke(ə)r/






noun




special medical treatment of a dangerously ill patient, with constant monitoring


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
she's in the intensive-care unit.



















intensively

 
/inˈtensəvlē/






adverb



1.
 
with extreme concentration or effort; very thoroughly or vigorously




•
 
he worked intensively through the summer




•
 
she has campaigned intensively for police reform.










2.
 
with the aim of achieving maximum agricultural production within a limited area




•
 
the coastal lowlands are intensively cultivated




•
 
intensively farmed beef cattle are often fed high-grain diets.



















intent

 
/inˈtent/





I.
 
noun




intention or purpose




•
 
with alarm she realized his intent




•
 
a real intent to cut back on social programs.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
intent on/upon

 )
 — resolved or determined to do (something)




•
 
the administration was intent on achieving greater efficiency.










2.
 
attentively occupied with




•
 
Jill was intent on her gardening magazine.










3.
 
(especially of a look) showing earnest and eager attention




•
 
a curiously intent look on her face.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
to (or for) all intents and purposes






in all important respects




•
 
a man who was to all intents and purposes illiterate.















2.
 
with intent








[Law]

 with the intention of committing a specified crime




•
 
he denied arson with intent to endanger life




•
 
charges of wounding with intent.


















IV.
 
derivatives





intentness

 
/inˈten(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
entent

 , 
entente

 , based on Latin 
intendere

 (see intend
 ). The adjective is from Latin 
intentus

 , past participle of 
intendere

 .





intention

 
/inˈten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing intended; an aim or plan




•
 
she was full of good intentions




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan have both declared their intention to be nuclear-free.










2.
 
the action or fact of intending




•
 
intention is just one of the factors that will be considered.










3.
 
(
one's intentions

 )
 — a person's designs, especially a man's, in respect to marriage




•
 
if his intentions aren't honorable, I never want to see him again.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 the healing process of a wound.

See first intention
 , second intention
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
entencion

 , from Latin 
intentio(n-)

 ‘stretching, purpose,’ from 
intendere

 (see intend
 ).





intentional

 
/inˈten(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




done on purpose; deliberate




•
 
intentional wrongdoing and harm.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘existing only in intention’): from French 
intentionnel

 or medieval Latin 
intentionalis

 , from Latin 
intentio(n-)

 , from 
intendere

 (see intend
 ).





intentional fallacy






noun

 — (
the intentional fallacy

 )


1.
 
(in literary theory) the fallacy of basing an assessment of a work on the author's intention rather than on one's response to the actual work.













intentionalism

 
/inˈten(t)SHənlˌizəm/






noun




the theory that a literary work should be judged in terms of the author's intentions.













intentionality

 
/inˌten(t)SHəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the fact of being deliberate or purposive.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the quality of mental states (e.g., thoughts, beliefs, desires, hopes) that consists in their being directed toward some object or state of affairs.













intentionally

 
/inˈtenSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb




deliberately; on purpose




•
 
I didn't do it intentionally.




•
 
I wasn't sure if it was intentionally funny or not.



















intentioned

 
/inˈten(t)SH(ə)nd/






adjective




having intentions of a specified kind




•
 
it is hard to argue that Smith is ill intentioned




•
 
the film is seriously intentioned and honorable in purpose.



















intention tremor






noun




a trembling of a part of the body when attempting a precise movement, associated especially with disease of the cerebellum.













intently

 
/inˈten(t)lē/






adverb




with earnest and eager attention




•
 
he gazed at her intently.




•
 
everybody was listening intently.



















inter

 
/inˈtər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be interred

 )


1.
 
place (a corpse) in a grave or tomb, typically with funeral rites




•
 
he was interred with the military honors due to him.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
enterrer

 , based on Latin 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
terra

 ‘earth.’





inter.






abbreviation




intermediate.














inter-

 
/ˈin(t)ər/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
between; among




•
 
interagency




•
 
interblend.










2.
 
mutually; reciprocally




•
 
interactive.

















– origin

 from Old French 
entre-

 or Latin 
inter

 ‘between, among.’






interact

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in such a way as to have an effect on another; act reciprocally




•
 
all the stages in the process interact




•
 
the user 
interacts

 directly 
with

 the library.














II.
 
derivatives





interactant

 
/-tənt /






adjective, noun





















interaction

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
reciprocal action or influence




•
 
ongoing 
interaction between

 the two languages.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a particular way in which matter, fields, and atomic and subatomic particles affect one another, e.g., through gravitation or electromagnetism.








II.
 
derivatives





interactional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective





















interactionism

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈakSHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the theory that there are two entities, mind and body, each of which can have an effect on the other.








II.
 
derivatives





interactionist






noun, adjective





















interactive

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of two people or things) influencing or having an effect on each other




•
 
fully sighted children in interactive play with others with defective vision.










2.
 
allowing a two-way flow of information between a computer and a computer-user; responding to a user's input




•
 
a fully interactive map of the area.














II.
 
derivatives





interactively

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈaktəvlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from interact
 , on the pattern of 
active

 .





interactivity

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˌakˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the process of two people or things working together and influencing each other




•
 
improved interactivity between companies




•
 
distance learning systems with high levels of interactivity with the teacher.










2.
 
the ability of a computer to respond to a user's input




•
 
a programming language that you can use to add interactivity to your web pages.



















interagency

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈājənsē/






adjective



1.
 
taking place between different agencies




•
 
yesterday's interagency decision.










2.
 
constituted from more than one agency




•
 
an interagency crisis-management team.



















inter alia

 
/ˌintər ˈālēə ˌintər ˈälēə/





I.
 
adverb




among other things




•
 
the study includes, inter alia, computers, aircraft, and pharmaceuticals.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin.





inter alios

 
/ˈintər ˈālēˌōs, ˈälēˌōs/





I.
 
adverb




among other people




•
 
instruction to be given to them by, inter alios, a volunteer retired teacher.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin.





interallied

 
/ˌin(t)ərəˈlīd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to two or more states formally cooperating for military purposes.













Inter-American Highway






the name for the section of the Pan-American Highway
 between the US-Mexico border at Nuevo Laredo in Mexico and Panama City in Panama.









interarticular

 
/ˌin(t)ərärˈtikyələr/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 existing or acting between the adjacent surfaces of a joint.













interatomic

 
/ˌin(t)ərəˈtämik/






adjective






[Physics]

 existing or acting between atoms.













interbank

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌbaNGk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
agreed, arranged, or operating between banks




•
 
trading opportunities in the interbank market.



















interbed

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌbed/






verb

 — (
be interbedded

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 (of a stratum) be embedded among or between others.













interbreed

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈbrēd/






verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (with reference to an animal) breed or cause to breed with another of a different race or species.




•
 
wolves and dogs can interbreed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) inbreed


(as 
noun

 
interbreeding

 )


•
 
their energy and physique had been sapped by interbreeding.



















intercalary

 
/inˈtərkəlerē ˌin(t)ərˈkalərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a day or a month) inserted in the calendar to harmonize it with the solar year, e.g., February 29 in leap years.




2.
 
of the nature of an insertion




•
 
elaborate intercalary notes and footnotes.










3.
 


[Botany]

 (of the meristem of a plant) located between its daughter cells, especially (in a grass) at or near the base of a leaf.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
intercalarius

 , from 
intercalare

 (see intercalate
 ).






intercalate

 
/inˈtərkəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interpolate (an intercalary period) in a calendar.




2.
 
(usu. 
be intercalated

 )
 — insert (something) between layers in a crystal lattice, geological formation, or other structure.








II.
 
derivatives





intercalation

 
/inˌtərkəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
intercalat-

 ‘proclaimed as inserted in the calendar,’ from the verb 
intercalare

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
calare

 ‘proclaim solemnly.’






intercede

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intervene on behalf of another




•
 
I begged him to intercede for Theresa, but he never did a thing.














II.
 
derivatives





interceder

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsēdər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
intercéder

 or Latin 
intercedere

 ‘intervene,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





intercellular

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈselyələr/






adjective






[Biology]

 located or occurring between cells




•
 
intercellular spaces.



















intercept





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsept /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obstruct (someone or something) so as to prevent them from continuing to a destination




•
 
intelligence agencies intercepted a series of telephone calls




•
 
I intercepted Ed on his way to work.










2.
 


[Football]

 (of a defensive player) catch a forward pass.




3.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 cut off or deflect (light or other electromagnetic radiation).




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a line or surface) mark or cut off (part of a space, line, or surface).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərsept /



1.
 
an act or instance of intercepting something




•
 
he read the file of radio intercepts.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the point at which a given line cuts a coordinate axis; the value of the coordinate at that point.








III.
 
derivatives





interceptive

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈseptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘contain between limits’ and ‘halt (an effect)’): from Latin 
intercept-

 ‘caught between,’ from the verb 
intercipere

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





interception

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsepSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an act or instance of intercepting something, particularly:




2.
 


[Football]

 an act of a defensive player catching a forward pass




•
 
Oliver forced a fumble and had three interceptions, two of which were returned for touchdowns.










3.
 
an act or instance of receiving electronic transmissions before they reach the intended recipient




•
 
designed for the clandestine interception of other people's telephone calls.



















interceptor

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈseptər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that stops or catches (someone or something) going from one place to another.




2.
 
a fast aircraft for stopping or repelling hostile aircraft.













intercession

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of intervening on behalf of another




•
 
through the intercession of friends, I was able to obtain her a sinecure.










2.
 
the action of saying a prayer on behalf of another person




•
 
prayers of intercession.














II.
 
derivatives





intercessory

 
/-ˈsesərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intercessio(n-)

 , from the verb 
intercedere

 (see intercede
 ).





intercessor

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌsesər/






noun




a person who intervenes on behalf of another, especially by prayer.




•
 
they rejected the notion that an intercessor was needed to appeal to God.



















interchain

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌCHān/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 existing between different polymer chains




•
 
interchain hydrogen bonds.



















interchange





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈCHānj /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more people) exchange (things) with each other




•
 
superior and subordinates freely interchange ideas and information.










2.
 
put each of (two things) in the other's place




•
 
the terms are often interchanged.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing) be able to be exchanged with another




•
 
diesel units will 
interchange with

 the gasoline ones.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌCHānj /



1.
 
the action of interchanging things, especially information




•
 
the interchange of ideas




•
 
a free-market interchange of goods and services.










2.
 
an exchange of words




•
 
listening in shock to this venomous interchange.










3.
 
alternation




•
 
the interchange of woods and meadows.










4.
 
a road junction designed on several levels so that traffic streams do not intersect.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
entrechangier

 , from 
entre-

 ‘between’ + 
changier

 ‘to change.’





interchangeable

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈCHānjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of two things) able to be interchanged




•
 
eyepieces are interchangeable and one can use any eyepiece with any telescope




•
 
the V8 engines are all 
interchangeable with

 each other.










2.
 
apparently identical; very similar




•
 
the cast includes a lot of interchangeable faces.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interchangeability

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌCHānjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
interchangeableness






noun





















interchangeably

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈCHānjəblē/






adverb




in a way that can be exchanged




•
 
in this book, the word flavor is used 
interchangeably with

 aroma




•
 
the two drugs are similar enough that they are used interchangeably in medical research.



















intercity

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsədē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing or traveling between cities.













interclass

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈklas/






adjective




existing or conducted between different classes.













intercollegiate

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈlēj(ē)ət/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 existing or conducted between colleges or universities




•
 
intercollegiate sports.



















intercolumniation

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˌləmnēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the distance between two adjacent columns.








II.
 
derivatives





intercolumnar

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈləmnər /






adjective





















intercom

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌkäm/





I.
 
noun




an electrical device allowing one-way or two-way communication.











– origin

 World War II: abbreviation of intercommunication
 .





intercommunicate

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈmyo͞onəkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in two-way communication




•
 
Dr. Haber gazed at this while 
intercommunicating with

 his receptionist.










2.
 
(of two rooms) have a common connecting door




•
 
there were two apartments on the next floor, intercommunicating.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Anglo-Latin 
intercommunicat-

 ‘mutually communicated,’ from the verb 
intercommunicare

 .






intercommunication

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of engaging in two-way communication.













intercommunion

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈmyo͞onyən/






noun




participation in Holy Communion or other services by members of different religious denominations.













interconnect

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈnekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
connect with each other




•
 
the way human activities 
interconnect with

 the environment




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a high-speed data service can interconnect the hundreds of thousands of host computers and workstations.














II.
 
noun




a device used to connect two things together.













interconnected

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈnektəd/






adjective




having all constituent parts linked or connected




•
 
a set of interconnected computer networks




•
 
we live in a globalized, interconnected world.



















interconnectedness

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈnektədnəs/






noun




the state of being connected with each other




•
 
the interconnectedness of all things in the universe




•
 
a growing awareness of our global interconnectedness.



















interconnection

 
/ˌin(t)ərkəˈnekSH(ə)n/






noun




a mutual connection between two or more things




•
 
the complex 
interconnections between

 people's lives in modern society




•
 
the interconnection of chemistry, biology, and physics.



















intercontinental

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌkän(t)əˈnen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or traveling between continents




•
 
an intercontinental flight




•
 
intercontinental ballistic missiles.














II.
 
derivatives





intercontinentally






adverb





















interconvert

 
/ˌin(t)ərkənˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be interconverted

 )


1.
 
cause (two things) to be converted into each other




•
 
estrogens and androgens are easily interconverted in the laboratory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interconversion

 
/-ˈvərZHən /






noun













2.
 
interconvertible






adjective





















intercooler

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌko͞olər/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for cooling gas between successive compressions, especially in a supercharged vehicle engine.








II.
 
derivatives





intercool






verb





















intercorrelation

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌkôrəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a mutual relationship or connection between two or more things




•
 
analyses showing intercorrelations between sets of variables.














II.
 
derivatives





intercorrelate

 
/-ˈkôrəˌlāt /






verb





















intercostal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈkästəl /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
adjective




situated between the ribs




•
 
the fifth left intercostal space.














II.
 
noun




a muscle situated between the ribs.








III.
 
derivatives





intercostally






adverb






















intercourse

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌkôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
communication or dealings between individuals or groups




•
 
everyday social intercourse.










2.
 
short for sexual intercourse
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting communication or dealings): from Old French 
entrecours

 ‘exchange, commerce,’ from Latin 
intercursus

 , from 
intercurrere

 ‘intervene,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
currere

 ‘run.’ The specifically sexual use arose in the late 18th cent.





intercrop





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈkräp /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
intercropping

 )


1.
 
grow (a crop) among plants of a different kind, usually in the space between rows




•
 
lettuce is particularly good for intercropping among young Brussels sprouts.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌkräp /



1.
 
a crop grown among plants of a different kind.













intercross

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈkrôs/





I.
 
verb




(with reference to animals or plants of different breeds or varieties) interbreed or cause to interbreed.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of intercrossing of animals or plants.




2.
 
an animal or plant resulting from this.













intercrural

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈkro͝orəl/






adjective




between the legs.













intercurrent

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease) occurring during the progress of another disease




•
 
complicated by intercurrent infection with other microbes.










2.
 


‹rare›

 (of a time or event) intervening.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
intercurrent-

 ‘intervening,’ from the verb 
intercurrere

 .





intercut

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈkət/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alternate (scenes or shots) with contrasting scenes or shots to make one composite scene in a film




•
 
pieces of archive film are 
intercut with

 brief interviews




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the action intercuts between the time periods.



















interdenominational

 
/ˌin(t)ərdəˌnäməˈnāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to more than one religious denomination




•
 
an interdenominational Thanksgiving service.














II.
 
derivatives





interdenominationally






adverb





















interdental

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated or placed between the teeth.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) pronounced by placing the tip of the tongue between the teeth, such as the “th” sounds in the English words “thaw” and “though.”








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 an interdental consonant.








III.
 
derivatives





interdentally






adverb





















interdepartmental

 
/ˌin(t)ərdēˌpärtˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to more than one department.








II.
 
derivatives





interdepartmentally






adverb





















interdependence

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərdəˈpendəns/

 
interdependency






noun




the dependence of two or more people or things on each other




•
 
the new economic interdependence of the two nations.



















interdependent

 
/ˌin(t)ərdəˈpendənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of two or more people or things) dependent on each other




•
 
the increasingly global nature of human society, with interdependent economies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interdepend

 
/ˌin(t)ərdəˈpend /






verb













2.
 
interdependency






noun





















interdict





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌdikt /



1.
 
an authoritative prohibition




•
 
an interdict against marriage of those of close kin.










2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a sentence barring a person, or especially a place, from ecclesiastical functions and privileges




•
 
a papal interdict.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈdikt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 prohibit or forbid (something)




•
 
society will never interdict sex.










2.
 
(
interdict someone from

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 prohibit someone from (doing something)




•
 
I have not been interdicted from consuming or holding alcoholic beverages.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 intercept and prevent the movement of (a prohibited commodity or person)




•
 
the police established roadblocks throughout the country for interdicting drugs.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Military]

 impede (an enemy force), especially by aerial bombing of lines of communication or supply.











– origin

 Middle English 
entredite

 (in the ecclesiastical sense), from Old French 
entredit

 , from Latin 
interdictum

 , past participle of 
interdicere

 ‘interpose, forbid by decree,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
dicere

 ‘say.’ The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with the Latin form.





interdiction

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈdikSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the action of prohibiting or forbidding something




•
 
the interdiction of the slave trade.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the action of intercepting and preventing the movement of a prohibited commodity or person




•
 
the interdiction of arms shipments




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
drug interdiction operations.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Military]

 the action of impeding an enemy force, especially by bombing lines of communication or supply




•
 
battlefield air interdiction




•
 
air, ground, and naval interdictions.



















interdictor

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈdiktər/






noun






[Military]

 an aircraft designed to interrupt enemy supply operations by aerial bombing.













interdigital

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈdijədl/






adjective




between the fingers or toes.













interdigitate

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈdijətāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more things) interlock like the fingers of two clasped hands


(as 
adj.

 
interdigitating

 )


•
 
interdigitating metal bars.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from inter-
 ‘between’ + digit
 + -ate
 3
 .





interdisciplinarity

 
/in(t)ərˌdisəpləˈnerədē/






noun




the quality or fact of involving or drawing on two or more branches of knowledge




•
 
these articles show how important interdisciplinarity is for anyone interested in environmental history.



















interdisciplinary

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈdis(ə)pləˌnerē/






adjective




of or relating to more than one branch of knowledge




•
 
an interdisciplinary research program.




















interest

 
/ˈint(ə)rəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of wanting to know or learn about something or someone




•
 
she looked about her with interest.










2.
 
(
an interest in

 )
 — a feeling of wanting to know or learn about (something)




•
 
he developed an interest in art.










3.
 
the quality of exciting curiosity or holding the attention




•
 
a tale full of interest.










4.
 
a subject about which one is concerned or enthusiastic




•
 
my particular interest is twentieth-century poetry.










5.
 
money paid regularly at a particular rate for the use of money lent, or for delaying the repayment of a debt




•
 
the monthly rate of interest




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
interest payments.










6.
 
the advantage or benefit of a person or group




•
 
the merger is not contrary to the public interest




•
 
we are acting in the best interests of our customers.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 the selfish pursuit of one's own welfare; self-interest.




8.
 
a stake, share, or involvement in an undertaking, especially a financial one




•
 
holders of voting rights must disclose their interests




•
 
he must have no personal 
interest in

 the outcome of the case.










9.
 
a legal concern, title, or right in property




•
 
third parties having an interest in a building.










10.
 
(usu. 
interests

 )
 — a group or organization having a specified common concern, especially in politics or business




•
 
the regulation of national interests in India, Brazil, and Africa.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
excite the curiosity or attention of (someone)




•
 
I thought the book might interest Eric.










2.
 
(
interest someone in

 )
 — cause someone to undertake or acquire (something)




•
 
efforts were made to interest her in a purchase.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
declare an (or one's) interest






make known one's financial interests in an undertaking before it is discussed.









2.
 
in the interests (or interest) of something






for the benefit of




•
 
in the interests of security we are keeping the information confidential.















3.
 
of interest






interesting




•
 
much of it is of interest to historians.















4.
 
with interest





a.
 
with interest charged or paid




•
 
loans that must be paid back with interest.










b.
 
(of an action) reciprocated with more force or vigor than the original one




•
 
he may have a reputation for getting even, with interest.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
interess

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
interesse

 , from Latin 
interesse

 ‘differ, be important,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
esse

 ‘be.’ The 
-t

 was added partly by association with Old French 
interest

 ‘damage, loss,’ apparently from Latin 
interest

 ‘it is important.’ The original sense was ‘the possession of a share in or a right to something’; hence 
sense

 4 
of the

 noun. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun and the verb arose in the 18th cent. 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun was influenced by medieval Latin 
interesse

 ‘compensation for a debtor's defaulting.’





interested

 
/ˈintrəstəd ˈin(t)ərəstəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing curiosity or concern about something or someone; having a feeling of interest




•
 
I had always been 
interested in

 history.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having an interest or involvement; not impartial or disinterested




•
 
seeking views from all interested parties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interestedly

 
/ˈintrəstədlē ˈin(t)ərəstədlē /






adverb













2.
 
interestedness






noun





















interest-free

 
/ˈint(ə)rəst frē/






adjective, adverb




with no interest charged on money that has been borrowed


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
interest-free credit




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he lent the money interest-free.



















interesting

 
/ˈint(ə)rəstiNG/





I.
 
adjective




arousing curiosity or interest; holding or catching the attention




•
 
an interesting debate




•
 
it will be very interesting to see what they come up with.














II.
 
derivatives





interestingness






noun





















interestingly

 
/ˈint(ə)rəstiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that arouses curiosity or interest




•
 
she writes interestingly about all manner of things




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
interestingly, there are clear differences between the two drugs.



















interest rate






noun




the proportion of a loan that is charged as interest to the borrower, typically expressed as an annual percentage of the loan outstanding




•
 
reduced interest rates encourage people to spend money on home improvements




•
 
an interest rate of 10 percent.



















interethnic

 
/in(t)ərˈeTHnik/






adjective




occurring between or involving people of different ethnicities




•
 
land scarcity is cited as a source of increasing interethnic conflict in the region.




•
 
programs should be designed to promote positive interethnic relations among students.



















interface

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌfās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point where two systems, subjects, organizations, etc., meet and interact




•
 
the 
interface between

 accountancy and the law.










2.
 


[chiefly Physics]

 a surface forming a common boundary between two portions of matter or space, e.g., between two immiscible liquids




•
 
the surface tension of a liquid at its air/liquid interface.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a device or program enabling a user to communicate with a computer.




4.
 
a device or program for connecting two items of hardware or software so that they can be operated jointly or communicate with each other.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
interface with

 )


1.
 
interact with (another system, person, organization, etc.)




•
 
his goal is to get people interfacing with each other.










2.
 


[Computing]

 connect with (another computer or piece of equipment) by an interface.













interfacial

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfāSH(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
included between two faces of a crystal or other solid.




2.
 
of, relating to, or forming a common boundary between two portions of matter or space.













interfacing

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌfāsiNG/






noun




a moderately stiff material, especially buckram, typically used between two layers of fabric in collars and facings.













interfaith

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfāTH/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or between different religions or members of different religions




•
 
action to encourage interfaith dialogue.




















interfere

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
interfere with

 )
 — prevent (a process or activity) from continuing or being carried out properly




•
 
a job would interfere with his studies.










2.
 
(of a thing) strike against (something) when working; get in the way of




•
 
the rotors are widely separated and do not interfere with one another.










3.
 
handle or adjust (something) without permission, especially so as to cause damage




•
 
he admitted interfering with a van.










4.
 


[Law]

 attempt to bribe or intimidate (a witness).




5.
 
take part or intervene in an activity without invitation or necessity




•
 
she tried not to 
interfere in

 her children's lives.










6.
 


[Physics]

 (of light or other electromagnetic waveforms) mutually act upon each other and produce interference




•
 
light pulses interfere constructively in a fiber to emit a pulse.










7.
 
cause interference to a broadcast radio signal.




8.
 
(
interfere with

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 sexually molest or assault (someone, especially a child or young person) (used euphemistically).




9.
 
(of a horse) knock one foot against the fetlock of another leg.








II.
 
derivatives





interferer

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfirər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
s'entreferir

 ‘strike each other,’ from 
entre-

 ‘between’ + 
ferir

 (from Latin 
ferire

 ‘to strike’).





interference

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfirəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of interfering or the process of being interfered with




•
 
he denied that there had been any 
interference in

 the country's internal affairs




•
 
an unwarranted 
interference with

 personal liberty.










2.
 


[Football]

 the action of illegally interfering with an opponent's ability to catch a passed or kicked ball.




3.
 


[Football]

 the legal blocking of an opponent or opponents to clear a way for the ballcarrier.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 any of various forms of hindering a player's ability to make a play, run, hit, etc.




5.
 
(in ice hockey and other sports) the illegal hindering of an opponent not in possession of the puck or ball.




6.
 


[Physics]

 the combination of two or more electromagnetic waveforms to form a resultant wave in which the displacement is either reinforced or canceled.




7.
 
the fading or disturbance of received radio signals caused by unwanted signals from other sources, such as unshielded electrical equipment, or broadcasts from other stations or channels.








II.
 
phrases





run interference





a.
 


[Football]

 move in such a way as to provide legal interference interference
 (
sense

 1).




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intervene on someone's behalf, typically so as to protect them from distraction or annoyance




•
 
Elizabeth was quick to run interference and said that the professor would be very busy.


















III.
 
derivatives





interferential

 
/-fəˈrenCHəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from interfere
 , on the pattern of words such as 
difference

 .





interference fit






noun




a fit between two parts in which the external dimension of one part slightly exceeds the internal dimension of the part into which it has to fit.













interfering

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfiriNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) tending to interfere in other people's affairs




•
 
interfering busybodies.














II.
 
derivatives





interferingly






adverb





















interferogram

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfirəˌɡram /

 


‹Brit.›

 interferogramme






noun






[Physics]

 a pattern formed by wave interference, especially one represented in a photograph or diagram.













interferometer

 
/ˌin(t)ərfəˈrämədər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an instrument in which the interference of two beams of light is employed to make precise measurements.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interferometric

 
/-ˌfi(ə)rəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
interferometrically






adverb













3.
 
interferometry

 
/ˌin(t)ərfəˈrämətrē /






noun





















interferon

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfirˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein released by animal cells, usually in response to the entry of a virus, that has the property of inhibiting virus replication.











– origin

 1950s: from interfere
 + -on
 .





interfile

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfīl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
file (two or more sequences) together




•
 
the index interfiles books and their authors in one alphabetical sequence.










2.
 
file (one or more items) into an existing sequence




•
 
this index is 
interfiled with

 the main card catalog.



















interflow

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈflō/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 mix or mingle




•
 
the thousand varying shades interflowing.



















interfluve

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌflo͞ov/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a region between the valleys of adjacent watercourses, especially in a dissected upland.








II.
 
derivatives





interfluvial

 
/ˌintərˈflo͞ovēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from 
interfluvial

 .





interfuse

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 join or mix (two or more things) together




•
 
nowhere do art and life seem so interfused.














II.
 
derivatives





interfusion

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈfyo͞oZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
interfus-

 ‘poured among,’ from the verb 
interfundere

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





intergalactic

 
/ˌin(t)ərɡəˈlaktik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or situated between two or more galaxies




•
 
intergalactic gas.














II.
 
derivatives





intergalactically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















intergenerational

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




relating to, involving, or affecting several generations




•
 
the intergenerational conflict and political turmoil of the 1960s.



















intergeneric

 
/ˌin(t)ərjəˈnerik/






adjective






[Biology]

 existing between or obtained from different genera




•
 
intergeneric differences




•
 
an intergeneric hybrid.




















interglacial

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈɡlāSH(ə)l /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a period of milder climate between two glacial periods.

Compare with interstadial
 .








II.
 
noun




an interglacial period.













intergovernmental

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌɡəvər(n)ˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or conducted between two or more governments




•
 
an intergovernmental conference.














II.
 
derivatives





intergovernmentally






adverb





















intergrade





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈɡrād /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 pass into another form by a series of intervening forms




•
 
they have several forms that intergrade with each other.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌɡrād /



1.
 
a form resulting from intergrading.








III.
 
derivatives





intergradation

 
/-ɡrāˈdāSHən /






noun





















intergrow

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈɡrō/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
intergrown

 )


1.
 
(chiefly of crystals) grow into each other




•
 
finely intergrown siderite.



















intergrowth

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌɡrōTH/






noun




a thing produced by intergrowing, especially of mineral crystals in rock.













interim

 
/ˈin(t)ərəm/





I.
 
noun




the intervening time




•
 


in the interim

 I'll just keep my fingers crossed.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
in or for the intervening period; provisional or temporary




•
 
an interim arrangement.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 relating to less than a full year's business activity




•
 
an interim dividend




•
 
interim profit.














III.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 meanwhile.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a temporary or provisional arrangement, originally for the adjustment of religious differences between the German Protestants and the Roman Catholic Church): from Latin, ‘meanwhile.’






interior

 
/ˌinˈtirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated within or inside; relating to the inside; inner




•
 
the interior lighting is not adequate.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
interior to

 )
 — 

‹chiefly technical›

 situated further in or within




•
 
the layer immediately interior to the epidermis.










3.
 
drawn, photographed, etc., within a building




•
 
a light that is ideal for every interior shot.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — remote from the coast or frontier; inland




•
 
the interior jungle regions.










5.
 
relating to internal or domestic affairs




•
 
the Interior Department.










6.
 
existing or taking place in the mind or soul; mental




•
 
an interior monologue.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the interior

 )


1.
 
the inner or indoor part of something, especially a building; the inside




•
 
six men painting the outside of her house and three men painting the interior.










2.
 
an artistic representation of the inside of a building or room




•
 
a few still lifes, interiors, and landscapes.










3.
 
the inland part of a country or region




•
 
the plains of the interior.










4.
 
the internal affairs of a country




•
 
the Department of the Interior.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interiorize

 
/inˈtirēəˌrīz /






verb













2.
 
interiorly






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin, ‘inner,’ comparative adjective from 
inter

 ‘within.’





interior angle

 
/inˈˌtirēər ˈaNGɡəl/






noun




the angle between adjacent sides of a rectilinear figure.













interior decoration

 
/inˈˌtirēər ˌdekəˈrāSHən /

 
interior decorating





I.
 
noun




the decoration of the interior of a building or room, especially with regard to color combination and artistic effect.








II.
 
derivatives





interior decorator






noun





















interior design





I.
 
noun




the art or process of designing the interior decoration of a room or building.








II.
 
derivatives





interior designer






noun





















interiority

 
/inˌtirēˈôridē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being interior or inward.




2.
 
inner character or nature; subjectivity




•
 
the profound interiority of faith.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
interioritas

 , from Latin 
interior

 ‘inner.’





interior monologue






noun




a piece of writing expressing a character's inner thoughts.













interj.






abbreviation




interjection.














interject

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈjekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say (something) abruptly, especially as an aside or interruption




•
 
she interjected the odd question here and there




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Christine felt bound to interject before there was open warfare.














II.
 
derivatives





interjectory

 
/-t(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
interject-

 ‘interposed,’ from the verb 
interjicere

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





interjection

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈjekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an abrupt remark, made especially as an aside or interruption.




2.
 
an exclamation, especially as a part of speech, e.g., 
ah!

 or 
dear me!










II.
 
derivatives





interjectional

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈjekSH(ə)nl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
interjectio(n-)

 , from the verb 
interjicere

 (see interject
 ).





interlace

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlās/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
cross or be crossed intricately together; interweave


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Jane interlaced her fingers to form a cup.




•
 (as 
adj.

 
interlacing

 )
 
interlacing bundles of smooth muscle fibers.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
interlace something with

 )
 — mingle or intersperse something with




•
 
buttercups interlacing their gold with the silver of the daisies




•
 
discussion interlaced with esoteric mathematics.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Electronics]

 scan (a video image) in such a way that alternate lines form one sequence that is followed by the other lines in a second sequence


(as 
adj.

 
interlaced

 )


•
 
interlaced displays.














II.
 
derivatives





interlacement

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlāsmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
entrelacier

 , from 
entre-

 ‘between’ + 
lacier

 ‘to lace.’





interlanguage

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlaNGɡwij/






noun




a language or form of language having features of two others, typically a pidgin or a version produced by a foreign learner.













interlard

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlärd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
interlard something with

 )


1.
 
intersperse or embellish speech or writing with different material




•
 
a compendium of advertisements and reviews, interlarded with gossip.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘mix with alternate layers of fat’): from French 
entrelarder

 , from 
entre-

 ‘between’ + 
larder

 ‘to lard.’





interlay





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lay between or among; interpose




•
 
strips of granite are 
interlaid with

 creamy Sardinian sard.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlā /



1.
 
an inserted layer




•
 
remember to use interlay under foam-backed carpets.










2.
 


[Printing]

 a sheet or piece of paper placed between a letterpress printing plate and its base to give increased pressure on certain areas.













interlayer

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlāər/





I.
 
noun




a layer sandwiched between two others.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated or occurring between two layers.













interleaf

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlēf/






noun




an extra page, typically a blank one, between the leaves of a book.













interleave

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlēv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insert pages, typically blank ones, between the pages of (a book)




•
 
books of maps 
interleaved with

 tracing paper.










2.
 
place something between the layers of (something)




•
 
pasta interleaved with strips of zucchini and carrot.










3.
 


[Telecommunications]

 
[Computing]

 mix (two or more digital signals) by alternating between them.




4.
 


[Computing]

 divide (memory or processing power) between a number of tasks by allocating segments of it to each task in turn.













interleukin

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlo͞okən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of glycoproteins produced by leukocytes for regulating immune responses.











– origin

 1970s: from inter-
 ‘occurring between’ + 
leukocyte

 (variant of leukocyte
 ) + -in
 1
 .





interlibrary loan

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌlībrərē ˈlōn/






noun




a system in which one library borrows a book from another library for the use of an individual.














interline1


 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insert words between the lines of (a document or other text)




•
 
the writing was overwritten and interlined by many hands.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
interlineare

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + Latin 
linea

 ‘line.’





interline2


 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put an extra lining between the ordinary lining and the fabric of (a garment, curtain, etc.), typically to provide extra strength.













interlinear

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlinēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
written or printed between the lines of a text




•
 
interlinear glosses.










2.
 
(of a book) having the same text in different languages printed on alternate lines.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
interlinearis

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + Latin 
linearis

 (from 
linea

 ‘line’).





interlineate

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈlinēāt/





I.
 
verb




another term for interline
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





interlineation

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌlinēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
interlineat-

 ‘interlined,’ from the verb 
interlineare

 .





interlingua

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈliNGɡwə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial language, devised for machine translation, that makes explicit the distinctions necessary for successful translation into a target language even where they are not present in the source language.




2.
 
(
Interlingua

 )
 — an artificial international language formed of elements common to the Romance languages, designed primarily for scientific and technical use.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from inter-
 ‘between’ + Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue.’





interlingual

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈliNGɡwəl/






adjective



1.
 
between or relating to two languages




•
 
interlingual dictionaries.










2.
 
of or relating to an interlingua or artificial interlanguage.













interlining

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlīniNG/






noun




material used as an extra lining between the ordinary lining and the fabric of a garment, curtain, etc.













interlink

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈliNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join or connect (two or more things) together




•
 
agreement has been reached to interlink the airport's two baggage systems.














II.
 
derivatives





interlinkage

 
/-ˈliNGkij /






noun





















interlobular

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈläbyələr/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated between lobes (e.g., of the kidney or liver).













interlock





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈläk /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more things) engage with each other by overlapping or by the fitting together of projections and recesses




•
 
their fingers interlocked.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌläk /



1.
 
a device or mechanism for connecting or coordinating the function of different components.




2.
 
(also 
interlock fabric

 )
 — a fabric knitted with closely interlocking stitches that allow it to stretch, typically used in underwear.








III.
 
derivatives





interlocker






noun






















interlocutor

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈläkyədər/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a person who takes part in a dialogue or conversation.








II.
 
derivatives





interlocution

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌlōˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
interlocut-

 ‘interrupted (by speech),’ from the verb 
interloqui

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’





interlocutory

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈläkyəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 (of a decree or judgment) given provisionally during the course of a legal action.




2.
 


‹rare›

 of or relating to dialogue or conversation.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
interlocutorius

 , from Latin 
interloqui

 ‘interrupt’ (see interlocutor
 ).





interloper

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlōpər ˌin(t)ərˈlōpər/





I.
 
noun




a person who becomes involved in a place or situation where they are not wanted or are considered not to belong.








II.
 
derivatives





interlope

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlōp ˌin(t)ərˈlōp /






verb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an unauthorized trader trespassing on the rights of a trade monopoly): from inter-
 ‘amid’ + 
-loper

 as in archaic 
landloper

 ‘vagabond’ (from Middle Dutch 
landlooper

 ).





interlude

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌlo͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an intervening period of time




•
 
enjoying a lunchtime interlude.










2.
 
a pause between the acts of a play.




3.
 
something performed during a theater intermission




•
 
an orchestral interlude.










4.
 
a piece of music played between other pieces or between the verses of a hymn.




5.
 
a temporary amusement or source of entertainment that contrasts with what goes before or after




•
 
the romantic interlude withered rapidly once he was back in town.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a light dramatic entertainment): from medieval Latin 
interludium

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
ludus

 ‘play.’





intermarriage

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmerij/






noun



1.
 
marriage between people of different races, castes, or religions




•
 
the main reason for the increase in intermarriage is probably greater religious and ethnic tolerance.










2.
 
marriage between close relations.













intermarry

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmerē/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of people belonging to different races, castes, or religions) become connected by marriage




•
 
over the centuries the Greeks 
intermarried with

 the natives.










2.
 
(of close relations) marry each other.













intermediary

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a person who acts as a link between people in order to try to bring about an agreement or reconciliation; a mediator




•
 


intermediaries between

 lenders and borrowers.














II.
 
adjective




intermediate




•
 
an intermediary stage.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
intermédiaire

 , from Italian 
intermediario

 , from Latin 
intermedius

 (see intermediate
 ).






intermediate

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdēət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
coming between two things in time, place, order, character, etc.




•
 
an intermediate stage of development




•
 
a cooled liquid 
intermediate between

 liquid and solid.










2.
 
having or suitable for a level of knowledge or skill between basic and advanced




•
 
intermediate skiers




•
 
an intermediate course.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an intermediate thing.




2.
 
a person at an intermediate level of knowledge or skill.




3.
 
a chemical compound formed by one reaction and then taking part in another, especially during synthesis.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdēāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as intermediary; mediate




•
 
the theory said that by intermediating between buyers and sellers, middlemen lower the costs of transactions.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intermediacy

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdēəsē /






noun













2.
 
intermediately

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdēətlē /






adverb













3.
 
intermediateness






noun













4.
 
intermediation

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌmēdēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













5.
 
intermediator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
intermediatus

 , from Latin 
intermedius

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
medius

 ‘middle.’





intermediate frequency






noun




the frequency to which a radio signal is converted during heterodyne reception.














intermediate host

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌmēdēət hōst/






noun






[Biology]

 an organism that supports the immature or nonreproductive forms of a parasite.

Compare with definitive host
 .













intermediate technology

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌmēdēət tekˈnäləjē/






noun




technology suitable for use in developing countries, typically making use of locally available resources.













intermedin

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdn/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 another term for melanocyte-stimulating hormone
 .











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
(pars) intermedia

 ‘intermediate part (of the pituitary)’ + -in
 1
 .





intermedium

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmēdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in tetrapods) a carpal in the center of the wrist joint, or a tarsal in the center of the ankle joint.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an intervening action or performance): from late Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of Latin 
intermedius

 ‘intermediate.’





interment

 
/inˈtərmənt/





I.
 
noun




the burial of a corpse in a grave or tomb, typically with funeral rites




•
 
the day of interment




•
 
interments took place in the churchyard.

















usage:

 
Interment

 , which means ‘burial,’ should not be confused with 
internment

 , which means ‘imprisonment.’





intermesh

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmeSH/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more things) mesh with one another.













intermezzo

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmetsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short connecting instrumental movement in an opera or other musical work.




2.
 
an intermezzo performed independently.




3.
 
a short piece of music for a solo instrument.




4.
 
a light dramatic, musical, or other performance inserted between the acts of a play.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
intermedium

 ‘interval,’ neuter of 
intermedius

 (see intermediate
 ).





interminable

 
/inˈtərmənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




endless (often used hyperbolically)




•
 
we got bogged down in interminable discussions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interminability

 
/-ˌtərmənəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
interminableness

 
/inˈtərmənəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
interminably

 
/inˈtərmənəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
interminabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
terminare

 (see terminate
 ).





intermingle

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmiNGɡ(ə)l/






verb




mix or mingle together


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
daisies 
intermingled with

 huge expanses of gorse and foxgloves




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Riesling grapes were always intermingled with other varieties.



















intermission

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pause or break




•
 
he was granted an intermission in his studies




•
 
the daily work goes on without intermission.










2.
 
an interval between parts of a play, movie, or concert.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intermissio(n-)

 , from the verb 
intermittere

 (see intermit
 ).






intermit

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suspend or discontinue (an action or practice) for a time




•
 
he was urged to intermit his application.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a fever or pulse) cease or stop for a time.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
intermittere

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
mittere

 ‘let go.’





intermittent

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmitnt/





I.
 
adjective




occurring at irregular intervals; not continuous or steady




•
 
intermittent rain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intermittence

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmitns ˌin(t)ərˈmid(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
intermittency






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
intermittent-

 ‘ceasing,’ from the verb 
intermittere

 (see intermit
 ).





intermittently

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˈmitntlē/






adverb




at irregular intervals; not continuously or steadily




•
 
he has worked intermittently in a variety of jobs




•
 
an intermittently amusing plot.



















intermix

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmiks/





I.
 
verb




mix together


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the ore had to be handled so that it was not inadvertently 
intermixed with

 other material




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
along its southern edge low trees 
intermix with

 the shrubs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intermixable






adjective













2.
 
intermixture

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmiksCHər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally as the past participle 
intermixt

 ): from Latin 
intermixtus

 , past participle of 
intermiscere

 ‘mix together,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
miscere

 ‘to mix.’





intermodal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmodl/






adjective




involving two or more different modes of transportation in conveying goods.













intermolecular

 
/ˌin(t)ərməˈlekyələr/






adjective




existing or taking place between molecules.













Intermontane Region

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈmäntān ˌrējən /

 
Intermountain Region






a term for the mountain and basin regions lying between the Rocky Mountains and the mountains of the US western coast.









intern





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌtərn /



1.
 
a student or trainee who works, sometimes without pay, at a trade or occupation in order to gain work experience.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a recent medical graduate receiving supervised training in a hospital and acting as an assistant physician or surgeon.

Compare with resident
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 

/inˈtərn /
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 — confine (someone) as a prisoner, especially for political or military reasons.




2.
 

/ˈinˌtərn /
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 serve as an intern.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘internal’): from French 
interne

 (adjective), 
interner

 (verb), from Latin 
internus

 ‘inward, internal.’ Current senses date from the 19th cent. / 
usage:

 See usage at interment
 .






internal

 
/inˈtərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or situated on the inside




•
 
the tube had an internal diameter of 1.1 mm.










2.
 
inside the body




•
 
internal bleeding.










3.
 
existing or occurring within an organization




•
 
an internal telephone system.










4.
 
relating to affairs and activities within a country rather than with other countries; domestic




•
 
the government's internal policies




•
 
internal flights.










5.
 
experienced in one's mind; inner rather than expressed




•
 
internal feelings.










6.
 
of the inner nature of a thing; intrinsic




•
 
he creates a dialogue 
internal to

 his work.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
internals

 )


1.
 
inner parts or features




•
 
all the weapon's internals are well finished and highly polished.














III.
 
derivatives





internality

 
/ˌintərˈnalitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘intrinsic’): from modern Latin 
internalis

 , from Latin 
internus

 ‘inward, internal.’





internal clock






noun



1.
 
a person's innate sense of time.




2.
 
another term for biological clock
 .













internal combustion engine

 
/inˈtərnl kəmˈbəsCHən ˈenjən/






noun




an engine that generates motive power by the burning of gasoline, oil, or other fuel with air inside the engine, the hot gases produced being used to drive a piston or do other work as they expand.













internal energy






noun






[Physics]

 the energy in a system arising from the relative positions and interactions of its parts.













internal evidence






noun




evidence derived from the contents of the thing discussed.













internal exile






noun




penal banishment from a part of one's own country.













internalize

 
/inˈtərnlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 make (attitudes or behavior) part of one's nature by learning or unconscious assimilation.




2.
 
acquire knowledge of (the rules of a language).




3.
 


[Economics]

 incorporate (costs) as part of a pricing structure, especially social costs resulting from the manufacture and use of a product.








II.
 
derivatives





internalization

 
/inˌtərn(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n inˌtərn(ə)lˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















internally

 
/inˈtərnlē/






adverb



1.
 
with reference to the inner surface or structure of something; inside




•
 
ammunition is mounted internally in the fuselage.










2.
 
on the inside of the body




•
 
he was bleeding internally from an ulcer.










3.
 
used to indicate that something occurs or comes from within an organization, country, etc.




•
 
the job was advertised internally




•
 
the party is deeply divided internally.










4.
 
used to indicate that something is experienced in one's mind rather than being expressed




•
 
his voice always made me cringe internally




•
 
she sighed internally.










5.
 


[Computing]

 using the main memory rather than a disk or tape drive




•
 
the data is stored internally.



















internal market






noun




another term for single market
 .













internal rhyme






noun




a rhyme involving a word in the middle of a line and another at the end of the line or in the middle of the next.













international

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing, occurring, or carried on between two or more nations




•
 
international trade.










2.
 
agreed on by all or many nations




•
 
a violation of international law.










3.
 
used by people of many nations




•
 
large international hotels.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a game or contest between teams representing different countries in a sport.




2.
 
a player who has taken part in a contest between teams representing different countries in a sport.





3.

a.
 
(
International

 )
 — any of four associations founded (1864–1936) to promote socialist or communist action.




b.
 
a member of any of these.





The First International was formed by Karl Marx in London in 1864 as an international working men's association. The Second International was formed in Paris in 1889 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution and still survives as a loose association of social democrats. The Third International, also known as the Comintern, was formed by the Bolsheviks in 1919 to further the cause of world revolution. It was abolished in 1943. The Fourth International, a body of Trotskyist organizations, was formed in 1938 in opposition to the policies of the Stalin-dominated Third International.








III.
 
derivatives





internationality

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌnaSH(ə)ˈnalədē /






noun





















International Atomic Energy Agency

 
IAEA






an international organization set up in 1957 to promote research into and the development of atomic energy for peaceful purposes.










International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

 
IBRD






an agency of the United Nations that constitutes the main part of the World Bank. It was established in 1945, and its headquarters are in Washington, DC.

See also World Bank
 .









International Brigade






a group of volunteers that was raised internationally by foreign communist parties and that fought on the Republican side in the Spanish Civil War.









International Civil Aviation Organization






an agency of the United Nations, founded in 1947 to study problems of international civil aviation and to establish standards and regulations. Its headquarters are in Montreal.









International Court of Justice

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌnaSHənl ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌnaSHnəl kôrt əv ə ˈjəstəs/






a judicial court of the United Nations, formed in 1945, that meets at The Hague.









International Criminal Court






an international tribunal formed in 2002 for the prosecution of crimes against humanity. Headquartered at The Hague, it is not affiliated with the United Nations.









International Development Association

 
IDA






an affiliate of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) established in 1960 to provide assistance primarily in the poorer developing countries.









Internationale

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌnaSHəˈnal ˌin(t)ərˌnaSHəˈnäl/





I.
 
(
the Internationale

 )
 — a revolutionary song composed in France in the late 19th century. It was adopted by French socialists and subsequently by others, and was the official anthem of the former Soviet Union until 1944.




II.
 
variant spelling of international
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).







– origin

 French, feminine of 
international

 ‘international.’





International Energy Agency

 
IEA






an agency founded in 1974, within the framework of the OECD, to coordinate energy supply and demand worldwide. Its headquarters are in Paris.









International Finance Corporation

 
IFC






an affiliate of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) established in 1956 to assist developing member countries by promoting the growth of the private sector of their economies.









International Fund for Agricultural Development

 
IFAD






an agency of the United Nations whose purpose is to mobilize additional funds for agricultural and rural development in developing countries through programs that directly benefit the poorest rural populations. It began operations in 1977.









internationalism

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈnaSH(ə)nlˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
the state or process of being international




•
 
the internationalism of popular music.










2.
 
the advocacy of cooperation and understanding between nations.




3.
 
(
Internationalism

 )
 — the principles of any of the four Internationals.













internationalist

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)ləst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who advocates or believes in cooperation and understanding between nations




•
 
he was a true internationalist, setting up factories in 20 countries.










2.
 
(
Internationalist

 )
 — an advocate or follower of the principles of any of the four Internationals




•
 
the old Internationalist criticized their suppression of the press.














II.
 
adjective




relating to internationalists or internationalism




•
 
the party 's internationalist outlook.



















internationalize

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) international.




2.
 
bring (a place) under the protection or control of two or more nations


(as 
adj.

 
internationalized

 )


•
 
an internationalized city.














II.
 
derivatives





internationalization

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌnaSHənləˈzāSHən ˌin(t)ərˌnaSHnələˈzāSHən ˌin(t)ərˌnaSHənlˌīˈzāSHən ˌin(t)ərˌnaSHnəlˌīˈzāSHən /






noun





















International Labor Organization

 
ILO






an organization established in 1919 whose aim is to encourage lasting peace through social justice, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969.









international law






noun




a body of rules established by custom or treaty and recognized by nations as binding in their relations with one another.













internationally

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌnaSHənlē ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌnaSHnəlē/






adverb




in, between, or among many different nations




•
 
companies looking to trade internationally




•
 
the trial attracted attention both locally and internationally




•
 
an internationally renowned artist.



















International Monetary Fund

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌnaSHənl ˈˌin(t)ərˈˌnaSHnəl ˈmänəˌterē fənd /

 
IMF






an international organization established in 1945 that aims to promote international trade and monetary cooperation and the stabilization of exchange rates. Member countries contribute in gold and in their own currencies to provide a reserve on which they may draw to meet foreign obligations during periods of deficit in their international balance of payments. Payments are usually made on the basis of the country's acceptance of stipulated measures for economic correction, which often entail cuts in public expenditure and an increased cost of living, and have frequently caused controversy. It is affiliated with the United Nations, with headquarters in Washington, DC.









International Organization for Standardization






an organization founded in 1946 to standardize measurements for international industrial, commercial, and scientific purposes.









International Phonetic Alphabet

 
IPA






an internationally recognized set of phonetic symbols developed in the late 19th century, based on the principle of strict one-to-one correspondence between sounds and symbols.









International Society for Krishna Consciousness






see Hare Krishna
 .









International Style






noun




a functional style of 20th-century architecture, so called because it crossed national and cultural barriers. It is characterized by the use of steel and reinforced concrete, wide windows, uninterrupted interior spaces, simple lines, and strict geometric forms.













International System of Units





I.
 
noun




a system of physical units (
SI Units

 ) based on the meter, kilogram, second, ampere, kelvin, candela, and mole, together with a set of prefixes to indicate multiplication or division by a power of ten.











– origin

 translating French 
Système International d'Unités

 .





International Telecommunications Union

 
ITU






an organization whose purpose is to promote international cooperation in the use and improvement of telecommunications of all kinds. Founded in Paris in 1865 as the International Telegraph Union, it became an agency of the United Nations in 1947.









international unit






noun




a unit of activity or potency for vitamins, hormones, or other substances, defined individually for each substance in terms of the activity of a standard quantity or preparation.













international waters






plural noun




the areas of the sea that are not under the jurisdiction of any country




•
 
the boat sank in international waters.



















internaut

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌnôt/





I.
 
noun




a user of the Internet, especially a habitual or skilled one.











– origin

 1990s: blend of Internet
 and astronaut
 .





internecine

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈˌneˌsēn in(t)ərˈnēsīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
destructive to both sides in a conflict




•
 
the region's history of savage internecine warfare.










2.
 
of or relating to conflict within a group or organization




•
 
the party shrank from the trauma of more internecine strife.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘deadly, characterized by great slaughter’): from Latin 
internecinus

 , based on 
inter-

 ‘among’ + 
necare

 ‘to kill.’





internee

 
/ˌinˌtərˈnē/






noun




a person who is confined as a prisoner, especially for political or military reasons.













internegative

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈneɡədiv/






noun






[Photography]

 a second negative of an image made from the original negative.














Internet

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌnet/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Internet

 )


1.
 
a global computer network providing a variety of information and communication facilities, consisting of interconnected networks using standardized communication protocols




•
 
the guide is also available 
on the Internet






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Internet access




•
 
an Internet connection.

















– origin

 1970s (denoting a computer network connecting two or more smaller networks): from inter-
 ‘reciprocal, mutual’ + network
 .





Internet appliance






noun




a small computer designed especially to provide easy access to the Internet.













Internet cafe

 
Internet café






noun




another term for cybercafe
 .













Internet of things






noun




the interconnection via the Internet of computing devices embedded in everyday objects, enabling them to send and receive data




•
 
if one thing can prevent the Internet of things from transforming the way we live and work, it will be a breakdown in security.




















Internet Protocol






noun






[Computing]

 a set of rules governing the format of data sent over the Internet or other network.













Internet shopping






noun




the action or activity of buying goods or services online




•
 
people like the convenience of Internet shopping.



















interneuron

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈn(y)o͝orˌän /

 


‹Brit.›

 interneurone





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Physiology]

 a neuron that transmits impulses between other neurons, especially as part of a reflex arc.








II.
 
derivatives





interneuronal

 
/-ˈn(y)o͝orənl, -n(y)o͞oˈrōnl /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from internuncial
 + neuron
 .





internist

 
/ˈinˌtərnəst inˈtərnəst/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a specialist in internal medicine.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from internal
 + -ist
 .





internment

 
/inˈtərnmənt/






noun




the state of being confined as a prisoner, especially for political or military reasons




•
 
he was threatened with internment in a concentration camp




•
 
mass internments




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
internment camps.



















internode

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌnōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender part between two nodes or joints, in particular




2.
 


[Botany]

 a part of a plant stem between two of the nodes from which leaves emerge.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a stretch of a nerve cell axon sheathed in myelin, between two nodes of Ranvier.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
internodium

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





internship

 
/ˈinˌtərnˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the position of a student or trainee who works in an organization, sometimes without pay, in order to gain work experience or satisfy requirements for a qualification




•
 
they encouraged students to apply for newspaper internships.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the position of a medical intern in a hospital




•
 
he served his medical internship at Southern Pacific Hospital.



















internuclear

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective




between nuclei (especially of atoms).














internuncial

 
/ˌintərˈnənsēəl, -SHəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Physiology]

 (of neurons) forming connections between other neurons in the central nervous system.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
internuntius

 (from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
nuntius

 ‘messenger’) + -al
 .





interoceanic

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌōSHēˈanik/






adjective




between or connecting two oceans.














interoceptive

 
/ˌin(t)ərōˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to stimuli produced within an organism, especially in the gut and other internal organs.

Compare with exteroceptive
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from interior
 + receptive
 .






interoceptor

 
/ˌin(t)ərōˈseptər/






noun






[Physiology]

 a sensory receptor that receives stimuli from within the body, especially from the gut and other internal organs.

Compare with exteroceptor
 .













interoperability

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌäp(ə)rəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability of computer systems or software to exchange and make use of information




•
 
interoperability between devices made by different manufacturers.










2.
 
the ability of military equipment or groups to operate in conjunction with each other




•
 
staff believe interoperability between forces is crucial to effectiveness.



















interoperable

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈäp(ə)rəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of computer systems or software) able to exchange and make use of information.













interosseous

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈäsēəs/






adjective



1.
 
situated between bones, in particular




2.
 
of or denoting certain muscles of the hand and foot.




3.
 
of or denoting certain arteries of the forearm.













interp.






abbreviation




interpreter.













interpellate

 
/ˌintərˈpelāt inˈtərpəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in certain parliamentary systems) interrupt the order of the day by demanding an explanation from (the minister concerned).




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of an ideology or discourse) bring into being or give identity to (an individual or category).

[from the works of Althusser.]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interpellation

 
/ˌin(t)ərpəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
interpellator

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈpeˌlādər ənˈtərpəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘interrupt’): from Latin 
interpellat-

 ‘interrupted (by speech),’ from the verb 
interpellare

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 19th cent.





interpenetrate

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈpenəˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb




mix or merge together


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the two concepts interpenetrate in interesting ways




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
fibers of meaning interpenetrate every strand of sound.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interpenetration

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌpenəˈtrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
interpenetrative

 
/-ˌtrātiv /






adjective





















interpersonal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to relationships or communication between people




•
 
you will need good interpersonal skills.














II.
 
derivatives





interpersonally






adverb





















interphase

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌfāz/






noun






[Biology]

 the resting phase between successive mitotic divisions of a cell, or between the first and second divisions of meiosis.













interplanetary

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈplanəˌterē/






adjective




situated or traveling between planets




•
 
interplanetary missions.



















interplant

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈplant/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be interplanted

 )


1.
 
plant (a crop or plant) together with another crop or plant.




2.
 
plant (land) with a mixture of crops or plants.













interplay

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌplā/






noun




the way in which two or more things have an effect on each other




•
 
the 
interplay between

 inheritance and learning.



















interpleader

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈplēdər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a suit pleaded between two parties to determine a matter of claim or right to property held by a third party.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
enterpleder

 , from 
enter-

 ‘between’ + 
pleder

 ‘to plead.’





Interpol

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌpôl/





I.
 
an organization based in Paris that coordinates investigations made by the police forces of member countries into crimes with an international dimension.







– origin

 originally the address for telegrams sent to the International Criminal Police Commission, founded in 1923; from 
Inter(national) pol(ice)

 .






interpolate

 
/inˈtərpəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insert (something of a different nature) into something else




•
 
illustrations were interpolated in the text.










2.
 
insert (words) in a book or other text, especially in order to give a false impression as to its date.




3.
 
alter (a book or text) by insertion of new material.




4.
 
interject (a remark) in a conversation


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I dare say,” interpolated her employer.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 insert (an intermediate value or term) into a series by estimating or calculating it from surrounding known values.








II.
 
derivatives





interpolative

 
/-ˌlātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
interpolat-

 ‘refurbished, altered,’ from the verb 
interpolare

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
-polare

 (related to 
polire

 ‘to polish’).





interpolation

 
/inˌtərpəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the insertion of something of a different nature into something else




•
 
the interpolation of songs into the piece




•
 
this passage is clearly an interpolation by some later narrator.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the insertion of an intermediate value or term into a series by estimating or calculating it from surrounding known values




•
 
yields were estimated using linear interpolation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the interpolation formula.










3.
 
a remark interjected in a conversation




•
 
as the evening progressed their interpolations became more ridiculous.



















interpolator

 
/inˈtərpəˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who interpolates something.




2.
 
a device or apparatus that guides a tool through a smooth curve when provided with a set of points defining the curve.













interpole

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌpōl/






noun




an auxiliary pole of a commutator placed between the main poles to increase its efficiency.














interpose

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈpōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place or insert between one thing and another




•
 
he 
interposed

 himself 
between

 her and the top of the stairs.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — intervene between parties


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the legislature interposed to suppress these amusements.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — say (words) as an interruption




•
 
if I might interpose a personal remark here.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exercise or advance (a veto or objection) so as to interfere




•
 
the memo interposes no objection to issuing a discharge.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
interposer

 , from Latin 
interponere

 ‘put in’ (from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
ponere

 ‘put’), but influenced by 
interpositus

 ‘inserted’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





interposition

 
/ˌin(t)ərpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of interposing someone or something




•
 
the interposition of members between tiers of management.










2.
 
interference




•
 
prevented from taking your life by the interposition of your wife.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
interpositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
interponere

 (see interpose
 ).






interpret

 
/inˈtərprət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
explain the meaning of (information, words, or actions)




•
 
the evidence is difficult to interpret.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — translate orally or into sign language the words of a person speaking a different language




•
 
I agreed to interpret for Jean-Claude.










3.
 
perform (a dramatic role or piece of music) in a particular way that conveys one's understanding of the creator's ideas.




4.
 
understand (an action, mood, or way of behaving) as having a particular meaning or significance




•
 
her self-confidence was often 
interpreted as

 brashness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interpretability

 
/-ˌtərpritəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
interpretable

 
/inˈtərprədəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
interpretative

 
/inˈtərprəˌtādiv /






adjective













4.
 
interpretatively

 
/-ˌtātivlē /






adverb













5.
 
interpretive

 
/inˈtərprədiv /






adjective













6.
 
interpretively

 
/-ˈtərpritivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
interpreter

 or Latin 
interpretari

 ‘explain, translate,’ from 
interpres

 , 
interpret-

 ‘agent, translator, interpreter.’ / 
usage:

 
Interpretative

 , which means ‘serving to interpret or explain,’ dates back to around 1560, but the shorter form 
interpretive

 , about a hundred years younger, is steadily pressing it out of employment. They mean the same thing, and both are correct. The traditional 
interpretative

 is still the preferred form in Britain, but in American usage, 
interpretive

 is far more common.





interpretant

 
/inˈtərprədənt/






noun




(in Peirce's philosophy of language) the effect of a proposition or sign series on the person who interprets it.













interpretation

 
/inˌtərprəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of explaining the meaning of something




•
 
the interpretation of data.










2.
 
an explanation or way of explaining




•
 
this action is open to a number of interpretations.










3.
 
a stylistic representation of a creative work or dramatic role




•
 
two differing interpretations, both bearing the distinctive hallmarks of each writer's perspective.














II.
 
derivatives





interpretational

 
/inˌtərprəˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
interpretation

 or Latin 
interpretatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
interpretari

 (see interpret
 ).





interpreter

 
/inˈtərprədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who interprets, especially one who translates speech orally.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a program that can analyze and execute a program line by line.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
interpreteur

 , from late Latin 
interpretator

 , from Latin 
interpretari

 (see interpret
 ).





interprovincial

 
/ˌin(t)ərprəˈvinSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




existing or carried on between provinces of the same country.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
interprovincials

 )


1.
 
a sports tournament between different provinces of the same country.




2.
 
a member of a team competing in an interprovincial tournament.













interquartile

 
/ˌintərˈkwôrˌtīl, -ˈkwôrtl/






adjective






[Statistics]

 situated between the first and third quartiles of a distribution.













interracial

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈrāSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




existing between or involving different races




•
 
interracial conflict.














II.
 
derivatives





interracially






adverb





















interregional

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈrēj(ə)nəl/






adjective




relatinɡ to or occurring between different regions




•
 
a good means of promoting interregional cooperation.



















interregnum

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈreɡnəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period when normal government is suspended, especially between successive reigns or regimes.




2.
 
an interval or pause




•
 
the interregnum between the discovery of radioactivity and its detailed understanding.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting temporary rule between reigns or during suspension of normal government): from Latin, from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
regnum

 ‘reign.’





interrelate

 
/ˌin(t)ərəˈlāt/





I.
 
verb




relate or connect to one another


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
each component 
interrelates with

 all the others




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
shared values and mechanisms that interrelate peoples in all corners of the world.














II.
 
derivatives





interrelatedness






noun





















interrelationship

 
/ˌin(t)ərəˈlāSH(ə)nˌSHip/





I.
 
noun




the way in which each of two or more things is related to the other or others




•
 
the 
interrelationship between

 the comprehension and production of early vocabulary.














II.
 
derivatives





interrelation

 
/ˌin(t)ərəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















interrog.






abbreviation




interrogative.














interrogate

 
/inˈterəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask questions of (someone, especially a suspect or a prisoner) closely, aggressively, or formally.




2.
 


[Computing]

 obtain data from (a computer file, database, storage device, or terminal).




3.
 
(of an electronic device) transmit a signal to (another device, especially one on a vehicle) to obtain a response giving information about identity, condition, etc.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
interrogat-

 ‘questioned,’ from the verb 
interrogare

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’





interrogation

 
/inˌterəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of interrogating or the process of being interrogated




•
 
would he keep his mouth shut 
under interrogation

 ?




•
 
he had conducted hundreds of criminal interrogations.














II.
 
derivatives





interrogational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective





















interrogation point

 
interrogation mark






noun




another term for question mark
 .














interrogative

 
/ˌin(t)əˈräɡədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or conveying the force of a question




•
 
a hard, interrogative stare.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 used in questions




•
 
an interrogative adverb.







Contrasted with affirmative
 and negative
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a word used in questions, such as 
how

 or 
what

 .




2.
 
a construction that has the force of a question.








III.
 
derivatives





interrogatively

 
/ˌin(t)əˈräɡədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
interrogativus

 , from Latin 
interrogare

 (see interrogate
 ).





interrogator

 
/inˈterəˌɡādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who questions someone closely, aggressively, or formally




•
 
he was questioned for two months by military interrogators.










2.
 
a device that obtains data from a computer file, database, storage device, or terminal




•
 
the interrogator forwards the data to a server.










3.
 
an electronic device that transmits a signal to another device to obtain information about identity, condition, etc.




•
 
an airborne interrogator.



















interrogatory

 
/ˌin(t)əˈräɡəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




conveying the force of a question; questioning




•
 
the guard moves away with an interrogatory stare.














II.
 
noun






[Law]

 a written question that is formally put to one party in a case by another party and that must be answered.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the noun from medieval Latin 
interrogatoria

 , plural of 
interrogatorium

 ; the adjective from late Latin 
interrogatorius

 , based on Latin 
interrogare

 (see interrogate
 ).





interrupt

 
/ˌin(t)əˈrəpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stop the continuous progress of (an activity or process)




•
 
the buzzer interrupted his thoughts.










2.
 
stop (someone speaking) by saying or doing something




•
 
“Of course …” Shepherd began, but his son interrupted him




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Hold on,” he interrupted.










3.
 
break the continuity of (a line or surface)




•
 
the coastal plain is interrupted by chains of large lagoons.










4.
 
obstruct (something, especially a view).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
interruptible






adjective













2.
 
interruptive

 
/ˌin(t)əˈrəptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
interrupt-

 ‘broken, interrupted,’ from the verb 
interrumpere

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
rumpere

 ‘to break.’





interrupted

 
/ˌin(t)əˈrəptəd/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a compound leaf, inflorescence, or other plant organ) made discontinuous by smaller interposed leaflets or intervals of bare stem.




2.
 


[Music]

 (of a cadence) having a penultimate dominant chord that is followed not by the expected tonic chord but by another chord, usually the submediant.













interrupter

 
/ˌin(t)əˈrəptər /

 
interruptor






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that interrupts.




2.
 
a device that automatically breaks an electric circuit if a fault develops.













interruption

 
/ˌin(t)əˈrəpSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of interrupting or being interrupted




•
 
a chance to study without interruption.










2.
 
an act, utterance, or period that interrupts someone or something




•
 
she ignored the interruption and carried on




•
 
students returning to education after an interruption in their career.



















inter se

 
/ˈintər ˈsē, ˈsā/





I.
 
adverb




between or among themselves




•
 
agreements entered into by all the shareholders inter se.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin.






intersect

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something) by passing or lying across it




•
 
occasionally the water table intersects the earth's surface, forming streams and lakes




•
 
the area is intersected only by minor roads.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of two or more things) pass or lie across each other




•
 
lines of latitude and longitude intersect at right angles.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
intersect-

 ‘cut, intersected,’ from the verb 
intersecare

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





intersection

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point or line common to lines or surfaces that intersect




•
 
the intersection of a plane and a cone.










2.
 
a point at which two or more things intersect, especially roads




•
 
red and green lights at the nearby intersection.










3.
 
an action of intersecting




•
 
his course is on a direct intersection with ours.














II.
 
derivatives





intersectional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
intersectio(n-)

 , from 
intersecare

 (see intersect
 ).





intersectionality

 
/ˌin(t)ərsekSHəˈnalədē/






noun




the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as race, class, and gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as creating overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage




•
 
through an awareness of intersectionality, we can better acknowledge and ground the differences among us.



















intersegmental

 
/ˌin(t)ərseɡˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 situated or occurring between segments.








II.
 
derivatives





intersegmentally






adverb





















interseptal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈseptl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 situated between septa or partitions.













intersession

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈseSHən/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a short period between university terms, sometimes used by students to engage in projects outside the normal academic program.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 a short university term in which thirteen weeks of course material is covered in five or six weeks of intensive study.













intersex

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌseks/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a person or animal that has both male and female sex organs or other sexual characteristics




•
 
an intersex child




•
 
she identifies as intersex.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of having both male and female sex organs or other sexual characteristics




•
 
people born with intersex.










2.
 
a person or animal having both male and female sex organs or other sexual characteristics




•
 
about 1 in 2,000 newborns are intersexes.



















intersexual

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈsekSH(əw)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring between the sexes




•
 
intersexual selection, or mate choice, was, to Darwin, the job of females.










2.
 
relating to or having the condition of being intermediate between male and female.








II.
 
derivatives





intersexuality

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oˈalitē /






noun





















interspace





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈin(t)ərˌspās /



1.
 
a space between objects




•
 
volcanic rock that has been crushed into fragments and the interspaces filled with turquoise and oxide of iron.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌin(t)ərˈspās /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be interspaced

 )


1.
 
put or occupy a space between




•
 
the great four-story houses were 
interspaced with

 the ramshackle cottages of the workmen.



















interspecific

 
/ˌin(t)ərspəˈsifik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 existing or occurring between different species




•
 
interspecific differences.














II.
 
derivatives





interspecifically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















intersperse

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈspərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scatter among or between other things; place here and there




•
 


interspersed between

 tragic stories are a few songs supplying comic relief.










2.
 
diversify (a thing or things) with other things at intervals




•
 
a patchwork of open fields 
interspersed with

 copses of pine.














II.
 
derivatives





interspersion

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈspərZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘diversify (something) by introducing other things at intervals’): from Latin 
interspers-

 ‘scattered between,’ from 
interspergere

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
spargere

 ‘scatter.’





interspinal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈspīnl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated between the spines or spinous protuberances of the vertebrae.








II.
 
derivatives





interspinous

 
/-ˈspīnəs /






adjective






















interstadial

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈstādēəl /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a minor period of less cold climate during a glacial period.

Compare with interglacial
 .








II.
 
noun




an interstadial period.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from inter-
 ‘between’ + 
stadial

 from Latin 
stadialis

 , from 
stadium

 ‘stage.’





interstate

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌstāt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing or carried on between states




•
 
interstate travel.










2.
 


(US)

 in a different state from one referred to or understood




•
 
their interstate rivals.














II.
 
noun




one of a system of expressways covering the 48 contiguous states




•
 
a picnic area just off the interstate




•
 
Interstate 65 runs generally parallel to Route 31.



















interstellar

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈstelər/






adjective




occurring or situated between stars




•
 
interstellar travel.



















interstice

 
/inˈtərstəs/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
interstices

 )


1.
 
an intervening space, especially a very small one




•
 
sunshine filtered through the interstices of the arching trees.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
interstitium

 , from 
intersistere

 ‘stand between,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
sistere

 ‘to stand.’





interstitial

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈstiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, forming, or occupying interstices




•
 
the interstitial space.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 (of minute animals) living in the spaces between individual sand grains in the soil or aquatic sediments




•
 
the interstitial fauna of marine sands.














II.
 
derivatives





interstitially






adverb





















intersubjective

 
/ˌin(t)ərsəbˈjektiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 existing between conscious minds; shared by more than one conscious mind.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intersubjectively






adverb













2.
 
intersubjectivity

 
/-ˌsəbjekˈtivitē /






noun





















intertextuality

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌtek(st)SHəˈwalədē/





I.
 
noun




the relationship between texts, especially literary ones




•
 
every text is a product of intertextuality.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intertextual

 
/-ˈteksCHo͞oəl /






adjective













2.
 
intertextually






adverb





















intertidal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈtīd(ə)l/






adjective






[Ecology]

 of or denoting the area of a seashore that is covered at high tide and uncovered at low tide.













intertribal

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈtrīb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring between different tribes




•
 
intertribal conflict.










2.
 
involving members of more than one tribe




•
 
an intertribal group.



















intertrigo

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈtrīɡō/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation caused by the rubbing of one area of skin on another.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘a sore place caused by rubbing,’ from 
interterere

 ‘rub against each other.’





intertropical convergence zone

 
/ˌin(t)ərˌträpikəl kənˈverjən(t)s ˌzōn/






noun




a narrow zone near the equator where northern and southern air masses converge, typically producing low atmospheric pressure.













intertwine

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈtwīn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
twist or twine together


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a net made of cotton 
intertwined with

 other natural fibers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the coils 
intertwine with

 one another like strands of spaghetti.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — connect or link (two or more things) closely




•
 
Dickens has been very clever to intertwine all these aspects and ideas.














II.
 
derivatives





intertwinement






noun





















interval

 
/ˈin(t)ərvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an intervening time or space




•
 
after his departure, there was an interval of many years without any meetings




•
 
the intervals between meals were very short.










2.
 
a pause; a break in activity




•
 
an interval of mourning.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 an intermission separating parts of a theatrical or musical performance.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a break between the parts of an athletic contest




•
 
leading 3-0 at the interval.










5.
 
a space between two things; a gap.




6.
 
the difference in pitch between two musical sounds.




7.
 
a component of activity in interval training




•
 
use one day a week for short, sprint intervals.














II.
 
phrases





at intervals





a.
 
with time between, not continuously




•
 
the light flashed at intervals.










b.
 
with spaces between




•
 
the path is marked with rocks at intervals.


















III.
 
derivatives





intervallic

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈvalik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
entrevalle

 , based on Latin 
intervallum

 ‘space between ramparts, interval,’ from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
vallum

 ‘rampart.’






interval estimate






noun






[Statistics]

 an interval within which the value of a parameter of a population has a stated probability of occurring.

Compare with point estimate
 .













intervalometer

 
/ˌin(t)ərvəˈlämədər/






noun






[Photography]

 an attachment or facility on a camera that operates the shutter regularly at set intervals over a period. On a movie camera the device is used for time-lapse photography.













interval training






noun




training in which an athlete alternates between two activities, typically requiring different rates of speed, degrees of effort, etc.














intervene

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈvēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come between so as to prevent or alter a result or course of events




•
 
he acted outside his authority when he 
intervened in

 the dispute




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
their forces intervened to halt the attack.










2.
 
(of an event or circumstance) occur as a delay or obstacle to something being done




•
 
Christmas intervened, and the investigation was suspended.










3.
 
interrupt verbally


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“It's true!” he intervened.










4.
 


[Law]

 interpose in a lawsuit as a third party.




5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
intervening

 )
 — occur in time between events




•
 
to occupy the intervening months, she took a job in a hospital.










6.
 
be situated between things




•
 
they heard the sound of distant gunfire, muffled by the intervening trees.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intervener

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈvēnər /






noun













2.
 
intervenient

 
/-ˈvēnyənt /






adjective













3.
 
intervenor

 
/-ˈvēnər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘come in as an extraneous factor or thing’): from Latin 
intervenire

 , from 
inter-

 ‘between’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





intervention

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of intervening




•
 
they are plants that grow naturally without human intervention.










2.
 
interference by a country in another's affairs




•
 
the administration was reported to be considering military intervention.










3.
 
action taken to improve a situation, especially a medical disorder




•
 
two patients were referred for surgical intervention.










4.
 
an occasion on which a person with an addiction or other behavioral problem is confronted by a group of friends or family members in an attempt to persuade them to address the issue




•
 
as her health worsened, her daughters considered 
staging an intervention

 .














II.
 
derivatives





interventional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
interventio(n-)

 , from the verb 
intervenire

 (see intervene
 ).





interventionist

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈven(t)SH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
adjective




favoring intervention, especially by a government in its domestic economy or by one country in the affairs of another.








II.
 
noun




a person who favors government intervention.








III.
 
derivatives





interventionism

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈven(t)SHəˌnizəm /






noun





















intervertebral

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈvərdəbrəl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated between vertebrae




•
 
intervertebral joints.



















interview

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌvyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meeting of people face to face, especially for consultation.




2.
 
a conversation between a journalist or radio or television presenter and a person of public interest, used as the basis of a broadcast or publication.




3.
 
an oral examination of an applicant for a job, college admission, etc.




•
 
I am pleased to advise you that you have been selected for an interview.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold an interview with (someone)




•
 
he arrived to be interviewed by a local TV station about the level of unemployment.










2.
 
question (someone) to discover their opinions or experience




•
 
in a survey more than half the women interviewed hated the label “housewife.”










3.
 
orally examine (an applicant for a job, college admission, etc.)




•
 
he came to be interviewed for a top job




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I was interviewing all last week.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (well or badly) at an interview.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (formerly also as 
enterview

 ): from French 
entrevue

 , from 
s'entrevoir

 ‘see each other,’ from 
voir

 ‘to see,’ on the pattern of 
vue

 ‘a view.’





interviewee

 
/ˈˌin(t)ərˌvyo͞oˈˌē/






noun




a person who is interviewed




•
 
interviewees were asked to discuss their feelings about the interview.



















interviewer

 
/ˈin(t)ərˌvyo͞oər/






noun




a person who interviews someone, especially as a job




•
 
she took time to answer questions from radio interviewers.



















inter vivos

 
/ˈintər ˈvēˌvōs, ˈvīˌvōs/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially of a gift as opposed to a legacy) between living people


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
gifts made inter vivos




•
 [as 
postpositive adj.

 ]
 
a gift inter vivos.

















– origin

 Latin.





intervocalic

 
/ˌin(t)ərvōˈkalik/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 occurring between vowels




•
 
in intervocalic position.














II.
 
derivatives





intervocalically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















interwar

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈwôr/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing in the period between two wars, especially the two world wars (i.e., between 1918 and 1939).













interweave

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈwēv/






verb



1.
 
weave or become woven together


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the rugs are made by tightly interweaving the strands




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the branches met and interwove above his head.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — blend closely




•
 
Wordsworth's political ideas are often 
interwoven with

 his philosophical and religious beliefs.



















Interweb

 
/ˈin(t)ərweb/






noun






‹humorous›

 the Internet.













interwind

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈwīnd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
interwound

 )


1.
 
wind together




•
 
a transformer consists of two interwound coils.



















interwork

 
/ˌin(t)ərˈwərk/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 (of items of hardware or software) be able to connect, communicate, or exchange data




•
 
servers running new and old versions of the software will interwork.



















intestate

 
/inˈtestāt inˈtestət/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not having made a will before one dies




•
 
he died intestate




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
in the event of his death intestate.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to a person who dies without having made a will




•
 
his brother's posthumous children are admissible as intestate heirs.














II.
 
noun




a person who has died without having made a will.








III.
 
derivatives





intestacy

 
/inˈtestəsē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intestatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
testatus

 ‘testified, witness’ (see testate
 ).





intestinal

 
/inˈtestən(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or affecting the intestine




•
 
the intestinal tract.




















intestinal flora

 
/inˈtestənl ˈflôrə/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the symbiotic bacteria occurring naturally in the intestine.













intestine

 
/inˈtestən /

 
intestines





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in vertebrates) the lower part of the alimentary canal from the end of the stomach to the anus




•
 
the contents of the intestine




•
 
loops of intestine.







See also large intestine
 , small intestine
 .




2.
 
(especially in invertebrates) the whole alimentary canal from the mouth downward.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intestinum

 , neuter of 
intestinus

 , from 
intus

 ‘within.’





inthrall

 
/inˈTHrôl/






verb




archaic spelling of enthrall
 .













inti

 
/ˈin(t)ē/






noun




a former basic monetary unit of Peru, equal to 100 centimos.













intifada

 
/ˌin(t)əˈfädə/





I.
 
noun




the Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, beginning in 1987.











– origin

 from Arabic 
intifāḍa

 ‘an uprising’ (literally ‘a jumping up as a reaction to something’), from 
intifaḍa

 ‘be shaken, shake oneself.’





intima

 
/ˈin(t)əmə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the innermost coating or membrane of a part or organ, especially of a vein or artery.








II.
 
derivatives





intimal

 
/-məl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of modern Latin 
tunica intima

 ‘innermost sheath.’





intimacy

 
/ˈin(t)əməsē/






noun



1.
 
close familiarity or friendship; closeness




•
 
the 
intimacy between

 a husband and wife.










2.
 
a private cozy atmosphere




•
 
the room had a peaceful sense of intimacy about it.










3.
 
an intimate act, especially sexual intercourse.




4.
 
an intimate remark




•
 
here she was sitting swapping intimacies with a stranger.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — closeness of observation or knowledge of a subject




•
 
he acquired an 
intimacy with

 Swahili literature.




















intimate1


 
/ˈin(t)əmət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
closely acquainted; familiar, close




•
 
intimate friends




•
 
they are on intimate terms.










2.
 
(of a place or setting) having or creating an informal friendly atmosphere




•
 
an intimate little Italian restaurant.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — used euphemistically to indicate that a couple is having a sexual relationship




•
 
he was sickened by the thought of others having been 
intimate with

 her.










4.
 
involving very close connection




•
 
their intimate involvement with their community.










5.
 
private and personal




•
 
going into intimate details of his sexual encounters




•
 
intimate correspondence.










6.
 
(of knowledge) detailed; thorough




•
 
an intimate knowledge of the software.














II.
 
noun




a very close friend




•
 
his circle of intimates.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): from late Latin 
intimatus

 , past participle of Latin 
intimare

 ‘impress, make familiar,’ from 
intimus

 ‘inmost.’





intimate2


 
/ˈin(t)əˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imply or hint


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he had already intimated that he might not be able to continue.










2.
 
state or make known




•
 
Mr. Hutchison has intimated his decision to retire.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
intimation

 ): from late Latin 
intimat-

 ‘made known,’ from the verb 
intimare

 (see intimate
 1
 ).





intimately

 
/ˈin(t)əmətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves detailed knowledge




•
 
everyone knew intimately what was going on




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he is intimately familiar with her work.










2.
 
in a way that involves a close link or relationship




•
 
themes of love and death were intimately connected.










3.
 
in a private and personal way




•
 
the pair laughed and talked intimately.










4.
 


‹euphemistic›

 in a sexual way




•
 
a fear of being touched intimately.



















intimation

 
/ˌin(t)əˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an indication or hint




•
 
the first intimations of trouble




•
 
no one gave any intimation that there had been any problems.










2.
 
the action of making something known, especially in an indirect way.




•
 
it took ten years from the intimation of a claim to the assessment of damages.



















intimidate

 
/inˈtiməˌdāt/





I.
 
verb




frighten or overawe (someone), especially in order to make them do what one wants




•
 
he tries to intimidate his rivals




•
 (as 
adj.

 
intimidating

 )
 
the intimidating defense lawyer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intimidatingly

 
/inˈtiməˌdādiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
intimidator

 
/inˈtiməˌdādər /






noun













3.
 
intimidatory

 
/inˈtimədəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
intimidat-

 ‘made timid,’ from the verb 
intimidare

 (based on 
timidus

 ‘timid’).





intimidation

 
/inˌtiməˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of intimidating someone, or the state of being intimidated




•
 
the intimidation of witnesses and jurors.




•
 
allegations of police intimidation.



















intimism

 
/ˈin(t)əˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun




a style of painting showing intimate views of domestic interiors using impressionist techniques, used by artists such as Bonnard in the early 20th century.








II.
 
derivatives





intimist






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
intimisme

 , from Latin 
intimus

 ‘innermost.’





intinction

 
/inˈtiNG(k)SHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of dipping the bread in the wine at a Eucharist so that a communicant receives both together.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
intinctio(n-)

 , from Latin 
intingere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
tingere

 ‘dip.’ The word originally denoted the general action of dipping, especially into something colored; compare with tinge
 . The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





intitule

 
/inˈtiˌCHo͝ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 give a specified title to (a legislative act).











– origin

 late 15th cent. (formerly also as 
entitule

 ): from Old French 
entituler

 , 
intituler

 (see entitle
 ).





intl.






abbreviation




international.













into

 
/ˈin(t)o͞o ˈin(t)ə/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
expressing movement or action with the result that someone or something becomes enclosed or surrounded by something else




•
 
cover the bowl and put it into the fridge




•
 
Sara got into her car and shut the door




•
 


‹figurative›

 he walked into a trap sprung by the opposition.










2.
 
expressing movement or action with the result that someone or something makes physical contact with something else




•
 
he crashed into a parked car.










3.
 
indicating a route by which someone or something may arrive at a particular destination




•
 
the narrow road that led down into the village.










4.
 
indicating the direction toward which someone or something is turned when confronting something else




•
 
with the wind blowing into your face




•
 
sobbing into her skirt.










5.
 
indicating an object of attention or interest




•
 
a clearer insight into what is involved




•
 
an inquiry into the squad's practices.










6.
 
expressing a change of state




•
 
a peaceful protest which turned into a violent confrontation




•
 
the fruit can be made into jam.










7.
 
expressing the result of an action




•
 
they forced the club into a humiliating and expensive special general meeting.










8.
 
expressing division




•
 
three into twelve equals four.










9.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) taking a lively and active interest in (something)




•
 
he's into surfing.

















– origin

 Old English 
intō

 (see in
 , to
 ).





intolerable

 
/ˌinˈtäl(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be endured




•
 
the intolerable pressures of his work.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intolerability

 
/-ˌtälərəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
intolerableness

 
/inˈtäl(ə)rəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
intolerably

 
/inˈtäl(ə)rəblē inˈtälərblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
intolerabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
tolerabilis

 (see tolerable
 ).





intolerance

 
/ˌinˈtäl(ə)rəns/






noun



1.
 
unwillingness to accept views, beliefs, or behavior that differ from one's own




•
 
a struggle against religious intolerance.




•
 
an intolerance of dissent.










2.
 
an inability to eat a food or take a drug without adverse effects




•
 
young children with lactose intolerance.




•
 
he may have a food 
intolerance to

 dairy products.




















intolerant

 
/ˌinˈtäl(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not tolerant of views, beliefs, or behavior that differ from one's own




•
 
he was 
intolerant of

 ignorance.










2.
 
unable to be given (a medicine or other treatment) or to eat (a food) without adverse effects




•
 
intolerant of aspirin




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
these patients were lactose-intolerant.










3.
 
(of a plant or animal) unable to survive exposure to (physical influence).








II.
 
derivatives





intolerantly

 
/inˈtäl(ə)rəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
intolerant-

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
tolerant-

 ‘enduring’ (see tolerant
 ).





intonate

 
/ˈin(t)əˌnāt/





I.
 
verb




intone.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
intonat-

 ‘intoned,’ from the verb 
intonare

 (see intone
 ).





intonation

 
/ˌin(t)əˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rise and fall of the voice in speaking




•
 
she spoke English with a German intonation.










2.
 
the action of intoning or reciting in a singing voice.




3.
 
accuracy of pitch in playing or singing, or on a stringed instrument such as a guitar




•
 
poor woodwind intonation at the opening.










4.
 
the opening phrase of a plainsong melody.








II.
 
derivatives





intonational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 3): from medieval Latin 
intonatio(n-)

 , from 
intonare

 (see intone
 ).






intone

 
/inˈtōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or recite with little rise and fall of the pitch of the voice




•
 
he intoned a short Latin prayer




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“All rise,” intoned the usher.














II.
 
derivatives





intoner






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally as 
entone

 ): from Old French 
entoner

 or medieval Latin 
intonare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + Latin 
tonus

 ‘tone.’





in toto

 
/ˌin ˈtōdō/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
as a whole




•
 
such proposals should be subjected to specific criticism rather than rejected in toto.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in all; overall




•
 
there was, in toto, an increase in legal regulation and public surveillance.

















– origin

 Latin.






intoxicant

 
/inˈtäksəkənt/






noun




an intoxicating substance.














intoxicate

 
/inˈtäksəkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
intoxicated

 )


1.
 
(of alcoholic drink or a drug) cause (someone) to lose control of their faculties or behavior.




2.
 
excite or exhilarate




•
 
the team was intoxicated by the prospect of another victorious season.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 poison (someone).











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘poison’): from medieval Latin 
intoxicare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
toxicare

 ‘to poison,’ from Latin 
toxicum

 (see toxic
 ).





intoxicating

 
/inˈtäksəkādiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of alcoholic drink or a drug) liable to cause intoxication.




2.
 
exhilarating or exciting




•
 
the intoxicating touch of freedom.














II.
 
derivatives





intoxicatingly






adverb





















intoxication

 
/inˌtäksəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the state of being intoxicated, especially by alcohol




•
 
signs of intoxication.




•
 
the intoxication of fame.



















intoximeter

 
/inˈtäksəˌmēdər/





I.
 
noun




a nonportable instrument for measuring the alcohol content of a person's breath, especially in cases of suspected drunk driving, usually sited at a police station.











– origin

 1950s: from 
intoxication

 (see intoxicate
 ) + -meter
 .





intr.






abbreviation



1.
 
intransitive.




2.
 
introduce or introduced or introducing or introduction or introductory.














intra-

 
/ˈintrə/





I.
 
prefix




(added to adjectives) on the inside; within




•
 
intramural




•
 
intrauterine.

















– origin

 from Latin 
intra

 ‘inside.’





intracellular

 
/ˌintrəˈselyələr/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 located or occurring within a cell or cells




•
 
an increase in intracellular calcium.














II.
 
derivatives





intracellularly






adverb





















intracranial

 
/ˌintrəˈkrānēəl/





I.
 
adjective




within the skull




•
 
intracranial hemorrhage.














II.
 
derivatives





intracranially






adverb





















intractable

 
/ˌinˈtraktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
hard to control or deal with




•
 
intractable economic problems




•
 
intractable pain.










2.
 
(of a person) difficult; stubborn.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intractability

 
/ˌinˌtraktəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
intractableness

 
/ˌinˈtraktəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
intractably

 
/ˌinˈtraktəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
intractabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
tractabilis

 (see tractable
 ).





intraday

 
/ˈintrəˌdā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Stock Exchange]

 
(N. Amer.)

 occurring within one day




•
 
the dollar slipped from an intraday high of 104.




















intrados

 
/ˈintrədäs ˈintrəˌdōs/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the lower or inner curve of an arch.

Often contrasted with extrados
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
intra-

 ‘on the inside’ + 
dos

 ‘the back’ (from Latin 
dorsum

 ).





intramolecular

 
/ˌintrəməˈlekyələr/





I.
 
adjective




existing or taking place within a molecule.








II.
 
derivatives





intramolecularly






adverb





















intramural

 
/ˌintrəˈmyo͞orəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated or done within the walls of a building




•
 
both intramural and churchyard graves.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 taking place within a single educational institution




•
 
recreational intramural games.










3.
 
forming part of normal university or college studies.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 situated within the wall of a hollow organ or a cell




•
 
an intramural hematoma.










5.
 
situated or done within a community




•
 
an intramural social symbol within the tribe.














II.
 
derivatives





intramurally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from intra-
 ‘within’ + Latin 
murus

 ‘wall’ + -al
 .





intramuscular

 
/ˌintrəˈməskyələr/





I.
 
adjective




situated or taking place within, or administered into, a muscle




•
 
an intramuscular injection.














II.
 
derivatives





intramuscularly






adverb





















intranet

 
/ˈintrəˌnet /

 
Intranet






noun






[Computing]

 a local or restricted communications network, especially a private network created using World Wide Web software.













intransigence

 
/inˈtransəjəns inˈtranzəjəns/

 
intransigency






noun




refusal to change one's views or to agree about something




•
 
in the face of government intransigence, he resigned in disgust.



















intransigent

 
/inˈtransəjənt inˈtranzəjənt/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling or refusing to change one's views or to agree about something.








II.
 
noun




an intransigent person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intransigency






noun













2.
 
intransigently

 
/inˈtransəj(ə)ntlē inˈtranzəj(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
intransigeant

 , from Spanish 
los intransigentes

 (a name adopted by the extreme republicans in the Cortes, 1873–74); based on Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
transigere

 ‘come to an understanding.’






intransitive

 
/inˈtranzədiv inˈtransədiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a verb or a sense or use of a verb) not taking a direct object, e.g., 
look

 in 
look at the sky

 .

The opposite of transitive
 .








II.
 
noun




an intransitive verb.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intransitively

 
/inˈtranzədivlē inˈtransədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
intransitivity

 
/-ˌtransiˈtivitē, -zi- /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
intransitivus

 ‘not passing over,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
transitivus

 (see transitive
 ).





intraoperative

 
/ˌintrəˈäp(ə)rədiv/






adjective




occurring or performed during the course of a surgical operation




•
 
it is a quick procedure with a low risk of intraoperative complications




•
 
an intraoperative endoscopy.



















intrapreneur

 
/ˌintrəprəˈnər/





I.
 
noun




a manager within a company who promotes innovative product development and marketing.








II.
 
derivatives





intrapreneurial

 
/-ēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s (originally US): from intra-
 ‘within’ + a shortened form of entrepreneur
 .





intraspecific

 
/ˌintrəspəˈsifik/






adjective






[Biology]

 produced, occurring, or existing within a species or between individuals of a single species




•
 
intraspecific competition.



















intrathecal

 
/ˌintrəˈTHēkəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 occurring within or administered into the spinal theca




•
 
intrathecal injection.














II.
 
derivatives





intrathecally






adverb





















intrauterine

 
/ˌintrəˈyo͞odərīn ˌintrəˈyo͞odərin/






adjective




within the uterus.













intrauterine device

 
IUD






noun




a contraceptive device fitted inside the uterus and physically preventing the implantation of fertilized ova.













intravascular

 
/ˌintrəˈvaskyələr/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 situated or occurring within a vessel or vessels of an animal or plant, especially within a blood vessel or blood vascular system.








II.
 
derivatives





intravascularly






adverb





















intravenous

 
/ˌintrəˈvēnəs /

 
IV





I.
 
adjective




existing or taking place within, or administered into, a vein or veins




•
 
an intravenous drip.














II.
 
derivatives





intravenously

 
/ˌintrəˈvēnəslē /






adverb





















intrazonal

 
/ˌintrəˈzōnl/






adjective






[Soil Science]

 (of a soil) having a well-developed structure different from that expected for its climatic and vegetational zone owing to the overriding influence of relief, parent material, or some other local factor.













intrepid

 
/inˈtrepəd/





I.
 
adjective




fearless; adventurous (often used for rhetorical or humorous effect)




•
 
our intrepid reporter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intrepidity

 
/ˌintrəˈpidədē /






noun













2.
 
intrepidly

 
/inˈtrepədlē /






adverb













3.
 
intrepidness






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
intrépide

 or Latin 
intrepidus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
trepidus

 ‘alarmed.’





intricacy

 
/ˈintrəkəsē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being intricate




•
 
the exquisite intricacy of Indian silverwork.










2.
 
(
intricacies

 )
 — details, especially of an involved or perplexing subject




•
 
the intricacies of economic policymaking.




















intricate

 
/ˈintrəkət/





I.
 
adjective




very complicated or detailed




•
 
an intricate network of canals.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
intricat-

 ‘entangled,’ from the verb 
intricare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
tricae

 ‘tricks, perplexities.’





intricately

 
/ˈintrəkətlē/






adverb




in a very complicated or detailed manner




•
 
intricately carved figures




•
 
a nuanced and intricately layered performance.



















intrigant

 
/ˈintrəɡänt /

 
intriguant





I.
 
noun




a person who makes secret plans to do something illicit or detrimental to someone else.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: variant of French 
intriguant

 , from 
intriguer

 ‘to intrigue.’





intrigante

 
/ˈintriˌɡənt, aNtrēˈɡäNt/





I.
 
noun




a female intrigant.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of French 
intriguante

 , from 
intriguer

 ‘to intrigue.’





intrigue





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈtrēɡ /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arouse the curiosity or interest of; fascinate




•
 
I was intrigued by your question.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make secret plans to do something illicit or detrimental to someone




•
 
the delegates were intriguing for their own gains.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinˌtrēɡ inˈtrēɡ /



1.
 
the secret planning of something illicit or detrimental to someone




•
 
the cabinet was a nest of intrigue




•
 
the intrigues of local government officials.










2.
 
a secret love affair.




3.
 
a mysterious or fascinating quality




•
 
within the region's borders is a wealth of interest and intrigue.














III.
 
derivatives





intriguer

 
/inˈtrēɡər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘deceive, cheat’): from French 
intrigue

 ‘plot,’ 
intriguer

 ‘to tangle, to plot,’ via Italian from Latin 
intricare

 (see intricate
 ). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb, which was influenced by a later French sense ‘to puzzle, make curious,’ arose in the late 19th cent.





intriguing

 
/ˌinˈtrēɡiNG/






adjective




arousing one's curiosity or interest; fascinating




•
 
an intriguing story.




•
 
it's an intriguing possibility.




•
 
the food is an intriguing combination of German and French.



















intriguingly

 
/inˈtrēɡiNGlē/






adverb




in a manner that arouses one's curiosity or interest; fascinatingly




•
 
the film begins intriguingly with the barren autumnal landscape of New York




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the trick is intriguingly complex




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
intriguingly, he refused to answer Ruth's question.



















intrinsic

 
/inˈtrinzik inˈtrinsik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging naturally; essential




•
 
access to the arts is 
intrinsic to

 a high quality of life.










2.
 
(of a muscle) contained wholly within the organ on which it acts.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the general sense ‘interior, inner’): from French 
intrinsèque

 , from late Latin 
intrinsecus

 , from the earlier adverb 
intrinsecus

 ‘inwardly, inward.’





intrinsically

 
/inˈtrinzək(ə)lē inˈtrinsək(ə)lē/






adverb




in an essential or natural way




•
 
murder is intrinsically evil




•
 
I think music and spirituality are intrinsically linked.



















intrinsic factor






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance secreted by the stomach that enables the body to absorb vitamin B12
 . It is a glycoprotein.













intro

 
/ˈintrō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an introduction.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.





intro.






abbreviation




introduce or introduced or introducing or introduction or introductory.














intro-





I.
 
prefix




into; inward




•
 
introgression




•
 
introvert.

















– origin

 from Latin 
intro

 ‘to the inside.’






introduce

 
/ˌintrəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (something, especially a product, measure, or concept) into use or operation for the first time




•
 
various new taxes were introduced




•
 
measures were introduced to help families with children.










2.
 
(
introduce something to

 )
 — bring a subject to the attention of (someone) for the first time




•
 
the program is a bid to introduce opera to the masses.










3.
 
present (a new piece of legislation) for debate in a legislative assembly.




4.
 
bring (a new plant, animal, or disease) to a place and establish it there




•
 
a cold-resistant strain of sugar cane was 
introduced to

 Louisiana.










5.
 
make (someone) known by name to another in person, especially formally




•
 
I hope to introduce Jenny to them very soon.










6.
 
insert or bring into something




•
 
a device that introduces chlorine into the pool automatically.










7.
 
occur at the start of; open




•
 
a longer, more lyrical opening that introduces her first solo.










8.
 
(of a person) provide an opening explanation or announcement for (a television or radio program, book, etc.).








II.
 
derivatives





introducer

 
/ˌintrəˈd(y)o͞osər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘bring (a person) into a place or group’): from Latin 
introducere

 , from 
intro-

 ‘to the inside’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





introduction

 
/ˌintrəˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of introducing something




•
 
issues arising from the introduction of new technology




•
 
the introduction of muskrats into central Europe.










2.
 
a thing newly brought into use or introduced to a place for the first time




•
 
these grains are valuable introductions from Sweden.










3.
 
(often 
introductions

 )
 — a formal presentation of one person to another, in which each is told the other's name




•
 
he returned to his desk, leaving Michael to make the introductions




•
 
a letter of introduction.










4.
 
a thing preliminary to something else, especially an explanatory section at the beginning of a book, report, or speech




•
 
your talk will need an introduction that states clearly what you are talking about and why.










5.
 
a preliminary section in a piece of music, often thematically different from the main section.




6.
 
a book or course of study intended to introduce a subject to a person




•
 
it is a simple introduction to Euclidean geometry.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's first experience of a subject or thing




•
 


my introduction to

 drama was through an amateur dramatic society.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
introductio(n-)

 , from the verb 
introducere

 (see introduce
 ).





introductory

 
/ˌintrəˈdəkt(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as an introduction to a subject or topic; basic or preliminary




•
 
an introductory course in Russian.










2.
 
intended to persuade someone to purchase something for the first time




•
 
we are making a special introductory offer of a reduced subscription.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting an introductory text): from late Latin 
introductorius

 , from Latin 
introducere

 (see introduce
 ).





introgression

 
/ˌintrəˈɡreSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the transfer of genetic information from one species to another as a result of hybridization between them and repeated backcrossing.








II.
 
derivatives





introgressive

 
/-ˈɡresiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
introgredi

 ‘step in,’ from 
intro-

 ‘to the inside’ + 
gradi

 ‘proceed, walk,’ on the pattern of 
egression

 , 
ingression

 .





introit

 
/ˈintroit ənˈtroit/





I.
 
noun




a psalm or antiphon sung or said while the priest approaches the altar for the Eucharist.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an entrance or the action of going in): via Old French from Latin 
introitus

 , from 
introire

 ‘enter,’ from 
intro-

 ‘to the inside’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’





introjection

 
/ˌintrəˈjekSHən ˌintrōˈjekSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the unconscious adoption of the ideas or attitudes of others.








II.
 
derivatives





introject

 
/-ˈjekt /






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from intro-
 ‘into,’ on the pattern of 
projection

 .





intromission

 
/ˌintrəˈmiSHən ˌintrōˈmiSHən/






noun




the action or process of inserting the penis into the vagina in sexual intercourse.













intromittent organ

 
/ˌintrəˌmitnt ˈôrɡən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the male copulatory organ of an animal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
intromittent

 from Latin 
intromittent-

 ‘introducing,’ from the verb 
intromittere

 , from 
intro-

 ‘to the inside’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’






intron

 
/ˈinˌträn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a segment of a DNA or RNA molecule that does not code for proteins and interrupts the sequence of genes.

Compare with exon
 .








II.
 
derivatives





intronic

 
/inˈtränik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from intra-
 ‘within’ + -genic
 + -on
 .






introrse

 
/ˈinˌtrôrs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 turned inward.

The opposite of extrorse
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of anthers) releasing their pollen toward the center of the flower.








II.
 
derivatives





introrsely






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
introrsus

 , from 
introversus

 ‘turned inward.’





introscan

 
/ˈintrōˌskan/






noun




a facility on some CD players that allows the first few seconds of each track to be played in turn in order to identify the required track.













introspect

 
/ˌintrəˈspekt ˌintrōˈspekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine one's own thoughts or feelings




•
 
what they don't do is introspect much about the reasons for their plight.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
introspect-

 ‘looked into,’ from the verb 
introspicere

 , or from 
introspectare

 ‘keep looking into.’





introspection

 
/ˌintrəˈspekSH(ə)n/






noun




the examination or observation of one's own mental and emotional processes




•
 
quiet introspection can be extremely valuable.



















introspective

 
/ˌintrəˈspektiv/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or given to introspection




•
 
he grew withdrawn and introspective.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
introspectively

 
/ˌintrəˈspektəvlē /






adverb













2.
 
introspectiveness

 
/ˌintrəˈspektivnəs /






noun






















introvert

 
/ˈintrəˌvərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shy, reticent person.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 a person predominantly concerned with their own thoughts and feelings rather than with external things.

Compare with extrovert
 .








II.
 
adjective




another term for introverted
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
introversion

 
/ˌintrəˈvərZH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
introversive

 
/-ˌvərsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb in the general sense ‘turn one's thoughts inward [in spiritual contemplation]’): from modern Latin 
introvertere

 , from 
intro-

 ‘to the inside’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’ Its use as a term in psychology dates from the early 20th cent.






introverted

 
/ˈintrəˌvərdəd/






adjective



1.
 
of, denoting, or typical of an introvert.




2.
 
(of a community, company, or other group) concerned principally with its own affairs; inward-looking or parochial.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 (of an organ or other body part) turned or pushed inward on itself.














intrude

 
/inˈtro͞od/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — put oneself deliberately into a place or situation where one is unwelcome or uninvited




•
 
he had no right to 
intrude into

 their lives




•
 
she felt awkward at 
intruding on

 private grief.










2.
 
enter with disruptive or adverse effect




•
 
politics quickly 
intrude into

 the booklet.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — introduce into a situation with disruptive or adverse effect




•
 
to 
intrude

 political criteria 
into

 military decisions risks reducing efficiency.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Geology]

 (of igneous rock) be forced or thrust into (a preexisting formation)




•
 
the granite may have intruded these rock layers.










5.
 
(usu. 
be intruded

 )
 — force or thrust (igneous rock) into a preexisting formation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘usurp an office or right’; originally as 
entrude

 ): from Latin 
intrudere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
trudere

 ‘to thrust.’





intruder

 
/inˈtro͞odər/






noun




a person who intrudes, especially into a building with criminal intent.













intrusion

 
/inˈtro͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of intruding




•
 
he was furious about this intrusion into his private life




•
 
unacceptable intrusions of privacy.










2.
 
a thing that intrudes




•
 
they oppose the excavations as an intrusion on their heritage.










3.
 


[Geology]

 the action or process of forcing a body of igneous rock between or through existing formations, without reaching the surface.




4.
 
a body of igneous rock that has intruded the surrounding strata.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘invasion, usurpation’): from medieval Latin 
intrusio(n-)

 , from Latin 
intrudere

 ‘thrust in’ (see intrude
 ).





intrusive

 
/inˈtro͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing disruption or annoyance through being unwelcome or uninvited




•
 
that was an intrusive question




•
 
tourist attractions that are environmentally intrusive.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) pronounced between words or syllables to facilitate pronunciation, such as an 
r

 in 
saw a movie

 , which occurs in the speech of some eastern New Englanders and metropolitan New Yorkers.




3.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or formed by intrusion.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intrusively






adverb













2.
 
intrusiveness

 
/inˈtro͞osivnəs /






noun





















intrust

 
/inˈtrəst/






verb




archaic spelling of entrust
 .













intubate

 
/ˈint(y)o͞oˌbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 insert a tube into (a person or a body part, especially the trachea for ventilation).








II.
 
derivatives





intubation

 
/ˌintyo͞oˈbāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from in-
 2
 ‘into’ + Latin 
tuba

 ‘tube’ + -ate
 3
 .






intuit

 
/inˈt(y)o͞oət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
understand or work out by instinct




•
 
I intuited his real identity.














II.
 
derivatives





intuitable






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘instruct, teach’): from Latin 
intuit-

 ‘contemplated,’ from the verb 
intueri

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
tueri

 ‘to look.’





intuition

 
/ˌint(y)o͞oˈiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to understand something immediately, without the need for conscious reasoning




•
 
we shall allow our intuition to guide us.










2.
 
a thing that one knows or considers likely from instinctive feeling rather than conscious reasoning




•
 
your insights and intuitions as a native speaker are positively sought.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
intuitional

 
/ˌint(y)o͞oˈiSHənl ˌintəˈwiSHənl ˌint(y)o͞oˈiSHnəl ˌintəˈwiSHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
intuitionally

 
/-ˈiSHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting spiritual insight or immediate spiritual communication): from late Latin 
intuitio(n-)

 , from Latin 
intueri

 ‘consider’ (see intuit
 ).





intuitionism

 
/ˌint(y)o͞oˈiSHəˌnizəm /

 
intuitionalism





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that primary truths and principles (especially those of ethics and metaphysics) are known directly by intuition.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that mathematical knowledge is based on intuition and mental construction, rejecting certain modes of reasoning and the notion of independent mathematical objects.








II.
 
derivatives





intuitionist






noun, adjective





















intuitive

 
/inˈt(y)o͞oədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using or based on what one feels to be true even without conscious reasoning; instinctive




•
 
I had an intuitive conviction that there was something unsound in him.










2.
 
(chiefly of computer software) easy to use and understand.








II.
 
derivatives





intuitiveness

 
/inˈt(y)o͞oədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally used of sight, in the sense ‘accurate, unerring’): from medieval Latin 
intuitivus

 , from Latin 
intueri

 (see intuit
 ).





intuitively

 
/inˈt(y)o͞oədivlē/






adverb




without conscious reasoning; instinctively




•
 
he knows intuitively how to calm me




•
 
they intuitively understood each other.



















intumesce

 
/ˌint(y)o͞oˈmes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 swell up.








II.
 
derivatives





intumescence

 
/ˌint(y)o͞oˈmes(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
intumescere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
tumescere

 ‘begin to swell’ (from 
tumere

 ‘swell’).





intumescent

 
/ˌint(y)o͞oˈmes(ə)nt/






adjective




(of a coating or sealant) swelling up when heated, thus protecting the material underneath or sealing a gap in the event of a fire




•
 
intumescent fire-retardant paints.



















intussusception

 
/ˌin(t)əsəˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the inversion of one portion of the intestine within another.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the growth of a cell wall by the deposition of cellulose




•
 
the area of the surface increases uniformly by intussusception.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘absorption’): from modern Latin 
intussusceptio(n-)

 , from Latin 
intus

 ‘within’ + 
susceptio(n-)

 (from 
suscipere

 ‘take up’).





intwine

 
/inˈtwīn/






verb




archaic spelling of entwine
 .













Inuit

 
/ˈin(y)o͞oit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Inuits)
 — a member of an indigenous people of northern Canada and parts of Greenland and Alaska.




2.
 
the family of languages of the Inuit, one of the three branches of the Eskimo-Aleut language family. It is also known, especially to its speakers, as 
Inuktitut

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Inuit or their language.











– origin

 Inuit, plural of 
inuk

 ‘person.’ / 
usage:

 The peoples inhabiting the regions from northwestern Canada to western Greenland speak 
Inuit

 languages (
Inuit

 in Canada, 
Greenlandic

 in Greenland) and call themselves 
Inuit

 (not 
Eskimo

 ). 
Inuit

 has official status in Canada, and is used in the US as a general synonym for 
Eskimo

 . This, however, is inaccurate because the 
Inuit

 are not among native Alaskans (who speak 
Inupiaq

 , or 
Yupik

 , which is also spoken in Siberia). Since neither 
Inupiaq

 nor 
Yupik

 is in common US usage, only 
Eskimo

 includes all of these peoples and their languages. See also usage at Eskimo
 .





inukshuk

 
/iˈno͝okˌSHo͝ok /

 
inuksuk





I.
 
noun




a structure of rough stones stacked in the form of a human figure, traditionally used by Inuit people as a landmark or a commemorative sign




•
 
the figure of the inukshuk is omnipresent in Inuit tradition.

















– origin

 from Inuit 
inuksuk

 , from 
inuk

 ‘person’ + 
-suk

 ‘substitute, stand-in.’





Inuktitut

 
/iˈno͝oktəˌto͝ot /

 
Inuktituk





I.
 
noun




the Inuit language spoken in the central and eastern Canadian arctic.











– origin

 Inuit, literally ‘the Inuk way,’ used as the title of a periodical.





inulin

 
/ˈinyələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a complex of sugar present in the roots of various plants and used medically to test kidney function. It is a polysaccharide based on fructose.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
inula

 (identified by medieval herbalists with elecampane) + -in
 1
 .





inunction

 
/iˈnəNG(k)SHən/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 the rubbing of ointment or oil into the skin.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
inunctio(n-)

 , from 
inunguere

 ‘smear on.’





inundate

 
/ˈinənˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overwhelm (someone) with things or people to be dealt with




•
 
we've been 
inundated with

 complaints from listeners.










2.
 
flood




•
 
the islands may be the first to be inundated as sea levels rise.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: (earlier (late Middle English) as 
inundation

 ) from Latin 
inundat-

 ‘flooded,’ from the verb 
inundare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into, upon’ + 
undare

 ‘to flow’ (from 
unda

 ‘a wave’).





inundation

 
/ˌinənˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an overwhelming abundance of people or things




•
 
we see an inundation of campaign posters.










2.
 
flooding




•
 
the annual inundation of the Nile




•
 
areas at risk of inundation.



















Inupiaq

 
/iˈn(y)o͞opēˌak /

 
Inupiat
 , Inupik





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of the Eskimo people inhabiting northwestern Alaska.




2.
 
the language of the Inupiaq.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Inupiaq or their language.











– origin

 Inupiaq, from 
inuk

 ‘person’ + 
piaq

 ‘genuine.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Inuit
 .





inure

 
/əˈn(y)o͝or /

 
enure





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be inured to

 )
 — accustom (someone) to something, especially something unpleasant




•
 
these children have been inured to violence.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
inure for/to

 )
 — 

[Law]

 come into operation; take effect




•
 
a release given to one of two joint contractors inures to the benefit of both.














II.
 
derivatives





inurement

 
/əˈn(y)o͝ormənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
inure

 , 
enure

 , from an Anglo-Norman French phrase meaning ‘in use or practice,’ from 
en

 ‘in’ + Old French 
euvre

 ‘work’ (from Latin 
opera

 ).






inurn

 
/inˈərn /

 
enurn





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or bury (something, especially ashes after cremation) in an urn.








II.
 
derivatives





inurnment






noun





















in utero

 
/in ˈyo͞otərō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in a woman's uterus; before birth


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
this damage may occur in utero




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the in utero development of the gastrointestinal tract.

















– origin

 Latin.





inutile

 
/inˈyo͞odl, inˈyo͞oˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective




useless; pointless.








II.
 
derivatives





inutility

 
/inyo͞oˈtilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
inutilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
utilis

 ‘useful.’





inv.






abbreviation



1.
 
invent or invented or invention or inventor.




2.
 
inventory.




3.
 
investment.




4.
 
invoice.













invacuate

 
/inˈvakyo͞oˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confine (people) to a space in an emergency




•
 
these buildings can now invacuate tenants to safe havens within the building.














II.
 
derivatives





invacuation

 
/inˌvakyo͞oˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 on the pattern of 
evacuate

 .





in vacuo

 
/ˌin ˈvakyəˌwō/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a vacuum




•
 
the hydrochloric acid was removed by evaporation in vacuo.










2.
 
away from or without the normal context or environment




•
 
instead of dealing with individual aspects of lifestyle in vacuo, social factors are taken into account.

















– origin

 Latin.






invade

 
/inˈvād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an armed force or its commander) enter (a country or region) so as to subjugate or occupy it




•
 
it was all part of a grander French plan to invade Ireland




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they would invade at dawn.










2.
 
enter (a place, situation, or sphere of activity) in large numbers, especially with intrusive effect




•
 
demonstrators invaded the presidential palace.










3.
 
(of a parasite or disease) spread into (an organism or bodily part).




4.
 
(of a person or emotion) encroach or intrude on




•
 
he felt his privacy was being invaded.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘attack or assault [a person]’): from Latin 
invadere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
vadere

 ‘go.’





invader

 
/inˈvādər/






noun




a person or group that invades a country, region, or other place




•
 
it is a country that has repelled all invaders.




•
 
the arrival of Spanish invaders.



















invaginate

 
/inˈvajəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be invaginated

 )


1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 be turned inside out or folded back on itself to form a cavity or pouch.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: back-formation from invagination
 .






invagination

 
/inˌvajəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 the action or process of being turned inside out or folded back on itself to form a cavity or pouch.




2.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a cavity or pouch so formed.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
invaginatio(n-)

 , based on in-
 2
 ‘into’ + Latin 
vagina

 ‘sheath.’





invalid1


 
/ˈinvələd/





I.
 
noun




a person made weak or disabled by illness or injury


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an invalid husband.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (someone) from active service in the armed forces because of injury or illness




•
 
he was badly wounded and 
invalided out

 of the infantry.










2.
 
disable (someone) by injury or illness.








III.
 
derivatives





invalidism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘infirm or disabled’): a special sense of invalid
 2
 , with a change of pronunciation.






invalid2


 
/inˈvaləd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not valid, in particular




2.
 
(especially of an official document or procedure) not legally recognized and therefore void because contravening a regulation or law




•
 
the vote was declared invalid due to a technicality.










3.
 
(especially of an argument, statement, or theory) not true because based on erroneous information or unsound reasoning




•
 
a comparison is invalid if we are not comparing like with like.










4.
 
(of computer instructions, data, etc.) not conforming to the correct format or specifications.








II.
 
derivatives





invalidly

 
/inˈvalədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier than 
valid

 ): from Latin 
invalidus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
validus

 ‘strong’ (see valid
 ).





invalidate

 
/inˈvaləˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (an argument, statement, or theory) unsound or erroneous.




2.
 
deprive (an official document or procedure) of legal efficacy because of contravention of a regulation or law




•
 
a technical flaw in her papers invalidated her nomination.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invalidation

 
/inˌvaləˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
invalidator

 
/-ˌdātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
invalidat-

 ‘annulled,’ from the verb 
invalidare

 (based on Latin 
validus

 ‘strong’).





invalidity

 
/ˌinvəˈlidədē/






noun



1.
 
the fact of not being valid




•
 
the invalidity of their independence declaration.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the condition of being an invalid.













invaluable

 
/inˈvaly(o͞o)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




extremely useful; indispensable




•
 
an invaluable source of information.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invaluableness






noun













2.
 
invaluably

 
/inˈvaly(o͞o)əblē /






adverb





















Invar

 
/ˈinvär/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an alloy of iron and nickel with a negligible coefficient of expansion, used in the making of clocks and scientific instruments.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of invariable
 .






invariable

 
/ˌinˈverēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
never changing




•
 
disillusion was the almost invariable result.










2.
 
(of a noun in an inflected language) having the same form in both the singular and the plural, e.g., 
sheep

 .




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a quantity) constant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invariability

 
/ˌinˌverēəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
invariableness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from late Latin 
invariabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
variabilis

 (see variable
 ).





invariably

 
/ˌinˈverēəblē/






adverb




in every case or on every occasion; always




•
 
the meals here are invariably big and hearty.



















invariant

 
/ˌinˈverēənt/





I.
 
adjective




never changing




•
 
the pattern of cell divisions was found to be invariant.














II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a function, quantity, or property that remains unchanged when a specified transformation is applied.








III.
 
derivatives





invariance






noun





















invasion

 
/inˈvāZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of invading a country or region with an armed force




•
 
the Allied invasion of Normandy




•
 
in 1546 England had to be defended from invasion.










2.
 
an incursion by a large number of people or things into a place or sphere of activity




•
 
stadium guards are preparing for another invasion of fans.










3.
 
an unwelcome intrusion into another's domain




•
 
random drug testing of employees is an unwarranted invasion of privacy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
invasio(n-)

 , from the verb 
invadere

 (see invade
 ).





invasive

 
/inˈvāsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of plants or a disease) tending to spread prolifically and undesirably or harmfully.




2.
 
(especially of an action or sensation) tending to intrude on a person's thoughts or privacy




•
 
the sound of the piano was invasive.










3.
 
(of medical procedures) involving the introduction of instruments or other objects into the body or body cavities




•
 
minimally invasive surgery.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invasively






adverb













2.
 
invasiveness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete French 
invasif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
invasivus

 , from Latin 
invadere

 (see invade
 ).






invected

 
/inˈvektəd/






adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 having convex semicircular projections along the edge.

Compare with engrailed
 .













invective

 
/inˈvektiv/





I.
 
noun




insulting, abusive, or highly critical language




•
 
he let out a stream of invective.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as an adjective meaning ‘reviling, abusive’): from Old French 
invectif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
invectivus

 ‘attacking,’ from 
invehere

 (see inveigh
 ). The noun is from late Latin 
invectiva (oratio

 ) ‘abusive or censorious (language).’






inveigh

 
/inˈvā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
inveigh against

 )


1.
 
speak or write about (something) with great hostility




•
 
nationalists inveighed against those who worked with the British.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘carry in, introduce’; formerly also as 
enveigh

 ): from Latin 
invehere

 ‘carry in,’ 
invehi

 ‘be carried into, assail,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
vehere

 ‘carry.’





inveigle

 
/inˈvāɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persuade (someone) to do something by means of deception or flattery




•
 
we cannot inveigle him into putting pen to paper.










2.
 
(
inveigle oneself

 or 
one's way into

 )
 — gain entrance to (a place) by persuading (someone) with deception or flattery.








II.
 
derivatives





inveiglement

 
/inˈvāɡəlmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘beguile, deceive’; formerly also as 
enveigle

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
envegler

 , alteration of Old French 
aveugler

 ‘to blind,’ from 
aveugle

 ‘blind.’






invent

 
/inˈvent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create or design (something that has not existed before); be the originator of




•
 
he invented an improved form of the steam engine.










2.
 
make up (an idea, name, story, etc.), especially so as to deceive




•
 
I did not have to invent any tales about my past.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘find out, discover’): from Latin 
invent-

 ‘contrived, discovered,’ from the verb 
invenire

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





invention

 
/inˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of inventing something, typically a process or device




•
 
the invention of printing in the 15th century.










2.
 
something, typically a process or device, that has been invented




•
 
medieval inventions included spectacles for reading and the spinning wheel.










3.
 
creative ability




•
 
his powers of invention were rather limited.










4.
 
something fabricated or made up




•
 
you know my story is an invention.










5.
 
used as a title for a short piece of music




•
 
Bach's two-part Inventions.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘finding out, discovery’): from Latin 
inventio(n-)

 , from 
invenire

 ‘discover’ (see invent
 ).





inventive

 
/inˈven(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having the ability to create or design new things or to think originally




•
 
she is the most inventive painter around.










2.
 
(of a product, process, action, etc.) showing creativity or original thought




•
 
methods of communication during the war were diverse and inventive.














II.
 
derivatives





inventively

 
/inˈven(t)əvlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
inventif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
inventivus

 , from Latin 
invenire

 ‘discover’ (see invent
 ).





inventiveness

 
/inˈven(t)ivnəs/






noun




the quality of being inventive; creativity




•
 
the inventiveness of the staging.




•
 
his comic inventiveness.



















inventor

 
/inˈven(t)ər/






noun




a person who invented a particular process or device or who invents things as an occupation.













inventory

 
/ˈinvənˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a complete list of items such as property, goods in stock, or the contents of a building.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a quantity of goods held in stock




•
 
in our warehouse you'll find a large inventory of new and used bicycles.










3.
 
(in accounting) the entire stock of a business, including materials, components, work in progress, and finished products.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a complete list of.




2.
 
enter in a list




•
 
about forty possible sites were inventoried.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
inventorium

 , alteration of late Latin 
inventarium

 , literally ‘a list of what is found,’ from Latin 
invenire

 ‘come upon.’





inveracity

 
/ˌinvəˈrasədē/






noun



1.
 
a lie.




2.
 
untruthfulness.













Inverness1


 
/ˌinvərˈnes/






a city in Scotland, at the mouth of the Ness River; pop. 41,200 (est. 2009).









Inverness2


 
/ˌinvərˈnes/






noun




a sleeveless cloak with a removable cape.













inverse

 
/ˈinvərs inˈvərs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
opposite or contrary in position, direction, order, or effect




•
 
the well-observed inverse relationship between disability and social contact.










2.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 produced from or related to something else by a process of inversion.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
something that is the opposite or reverse of something else




•
 
his approach is the inverse of most research.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a reciprocal quantity, mathematical expression, geometric figure, etc., that is the result of inversion.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 an element that, when combined with a given element in an operation, produces the identity element for that operation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inversus

 , past participle of 
invertere

 (see invert
 ).





inversely

 
/ˈinvərslē inˈvərslē/






adverb



1.
 
in the opposite manner, position, or order




•
 
the volume of a gas varies inversely with pressure.










2.
 
in an inverted manner; upside down




•
 
an inversely conical bore.



















inverse proportion

 
inverse ratio






noun




a relation between two quantities such that one increases in proportion as the other decreases.














inverse square law






noun






[Physics]

 a law stating that the intensity of an effect such as illumination or gravitational force changes in inverse proportion to the square of the distance from the source.














inversion

 
/inˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of inverting something or the state of being inverted




•
 
the inversion of the normal domestic arrangement.










2.
 
reversal of the normal order of words, typically for rhetorical effect but also found in the regular formation of questions in English.




3.
 


[Music]

 the process of inverting an interval, chord, or phrase.




4.
 


[Music]

 an inverted interval, chord, or phrase.




5.
 
(also 
population inversion

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 a transposition in the relative numbers of atoms, molecules, etc., occupying particular energy levels.




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 a reaction causing a change from one optically active configuration to the opposite configuration, especially the hydrolysis of dextrose to give a levorotatory solution of fructose and glucose.




7.
 


[Physics]

 the conversion of direct current into alternating current.




8.
 
(also 
temperature inversion

 or 
thermal inversion

 )
 — a reversal of the normal decrease of air temperature with altitude, or of water temperature with depth.




9.
 
(also 
inversion layer

 )
 — a layer of the atmosphere in which temperature increases with height.




10.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of finding a quantity, function, etc., from a given one such that the product of the two under a particular operation is the identity.




11.
 
the interchanging of numerator and denominator of a fraction, or antecedent and consequent of a ratio.




12.
 
the process of finding the expression that gives a given expression under a given transformation.




13.
 


[Geometry]

 a transformation in which each point of a given figure is replaced by another point on the same straight line from a fixed point, especially in such a way that the product of the distances of the two points from the center of inversion is constant.




14.
 
(also 
sexual inversion

 )
 — 

[Psychology]

 
‹dated›

 the adoption of behavior typical of the opposite sex; homosexuality.








II.
 
derivatives





inversive

 
/inˈvərsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a term in rhetoric, denoting the turning of an argument against the person who put it forward): from Latin 
inversio(n-)

 , from the verb 
invertere

 (see invert
 ).






invert





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈvərt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put upside down or in the opposite position, order, or arrangement




•
 
invert the mousse onto a serving plate.










2.
 


[Music]

 modify (a phrase) by reversing the direction of pitch changes.




3.
 


[Music]

 alter (an interval or triad) by changing the relative position of the notes in it.




4.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 subject to inversion; transform into its inverse.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinvərt /



1.
 
an arch constructed in an upside-down position to provide lateral support, e.g., in a tunnel.




2.
 
the concave lower surface of a sewer or drain.




3.
 


[Psychology]

 
‹dated›

 a person showing sexual inversion; a homosexual.




4.
 


[Philately]

 a postage stamp printed with an error such that part of its design is upside down.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invertibility

 
/inˌvərtəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
invertible






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘turn back to front’): from Latin 
invertere

 , literally ‘turn inside out,’ from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’






invertase

 
/inˈvərdās ˈinvərdˌās inˈvərdˌāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme produced by yeast that catalyzes the hydrolysis of sucrose, forming invert sugar.

Also called sucrase
 .














invertebrate

 
/inˈvərdəbrət inˈvərdəbrāt/





I.
 
noun




an animal lacking a backbone, such as an arthropod, mollusk, annelid, coelenterate, etc. The invertebrates constitute an artificial division of the animal kingdom, comprising 95 percent of animal species and about 30 different phyla.

Compare with vertebrate
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or belonging to the invertebrate division of animals.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 irresolute; spineless




•
 
so invertebrate is today's Congress regarding foreign policy responsibilities.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a noun): from modern Latin 
invertebrata

 (plural) ‘the invertebrates’ (former taxonomic group), from French 
invertébrés

 , from 
in-

 ‘without’ + Latin 
vertebra

 (see vertebra
 ).





inverted comma






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for quotation mark
 .













inverted snobbery





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 the attitude of seeming to despise anything associated with wealth or social status, while at the same time elevating those things associated with lack of wealth and social position.








II.
 
derivatives





inverted snob






noun





















inverter

 
/inˈvərdər/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus that converts direct current into alternating current.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a device that converts either of the two binary digits or signals into the other.













invert sugar

 
/ˈinvərt ˌSHo͝oɡər/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of glucose and fructose obtained by the hydrolysis of sucrose.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
invert

 from 
inverted

 , because of the reversal of optical activity involved in its formation (see the chemical sense of inversion
 .).






invest

 
/inˈvest/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — expend money with the expectation of achieving a profit or material result by putting it into financial schemes, shares, or property, or by using it to develop a commercial venture




•
 
getting workers to 
invest in

 private pension funds




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the company is to 
invest

 $12 million 
in

 its new manufacturing site.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — devote (one's time, effort, or energy) to a particular undertaking with the expectation of a worthwhile result




•
 
politicians who have 
invested

 so much time 
in

 the Constitution would be crestfallen.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
invest in

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 buy (something) whose usefulness will repay the cost.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
invest someone/something with

 )
 — provide or endow someone or something with (a particular quality or attribute)




•
 
the passage of time has invested the words with an unintended humor.










5.
 
endow someone with (a rank or office).




6.
 
(
invest something in

 )
 — establish a right or power in.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 clothe or cover with a garment




•
 
he stands before you 
invested in

 the full canonicals of his calling.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 surround (a place) in order to besiege or blockade it




•
 
Fort Pulaski was invested and captured.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
investable






adjective













2.
 
investible

 
/inˈvestəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the senses ‘clothe,’ ‘clothe with the insignia of a rank,’ and ‘endow with authority’): from French 
investir

 or Latin 
investire

 , from 
in-

 ‘into, upon’ + 
vestire

 ‘clothe’ (from 
vestis

 ‘clothing’). 
Sense

 1 (early 17th cent.) is influenced by Italian 
investire

 .





investigable

 
/inˈvestiɡəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




open to investigation, inquiry, or research.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
investigabilis

 , from 
investigare

 (see investigate
 ).






investigate

 
/inˈvestəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out a systematic or formal inquiry to discover and examine the facts of (an incident, allegation, etc.) so as to establish the truth




•
 
police are investigating the alleged beating.










2.
 
carry out research or study into (a subject, typically one in a scientific or academic field) so as to discover facts or information


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
future studies will investigate whether long-term use of the drugs could prevent cancer.










3.
 
make inquiries as to the character, activities, or background of (someone)




•
 
everyone with a possible interest in your brother's death must be thoroughly investigated.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a check to find out something




•
 
when you didn't turn up, I thought I'd better come back to investigate.














II.
 
derivatives





investigatory

 
/inˈvestəɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
investigat-

 ‘traced out,’ from the verb 
investigare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
vestigare

 ‘track, trace out.’





investigation

 
/inˌvestəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of investigating something or someone; formal or systematic examination or research




•
 
he is 
under investigation

 for receiving illicit funds.










2.
 
a formal inquiry or systematic study




•
 
an 
investigation

 has been launched 
into

 the potential impact of the oil spill.














II.
 
derivatives





investigational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
investigatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
investigare

 (see investigate
 ).





investigative

 
/inˈvestəˌɡādiv /

 
investigatory






adjective



1.
 
of or concerned with investigating something




•
 
a special investigative committee to look into the strikers' demands.










2.
 
(of journalism or a journalist) inquiring intensively into and seeking to expose malpractice, the miscarriage of justice, or other controversial issues.













investigator

 
/inˈvestiˌɡādər/






noun




a person who carries out a formal inquiry or investigation




•
 
accident investigators are at the crash site.




•
 
investigators found no signs of forced entry.



















investiture

 
/inˈvestəCHər inˈvestəCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of formally investing a person with honors or rank




•
 
the investiture of bishops.










2.
 
a ceremony at which honors or rank are formally conferred on a particular person.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
investitura

 , from 
investire

 (see invest
 ).





investment

 
/inˈves(t)mənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of investing money for profit or material result




•
 
a debate over private 
investment in

 road-building




•
 
a total investment of $50,000.










2.
 
a thing that is worth buying because it may be profitable or useful in the future




•
 
a used car is rarely a good investment.










3.
 
an act of devoting time, effort, or energy to a particular undertaking with the expectation of a worthwhile result




•
 
the time spent in attending a one-day seminar is an investment in our professional futures.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the surrounding of a place by a hostile force in order to besiege or blockade it.













investment adviser






noun




another term for financial adviser
 :




•
 
he needs to hire an investment adviser to manage his portfolio.



















investment bank

 
/inˈves(t)mənt ˌbaNGk/





I.
 
noun




a bank that purchases large holdings of newly issued shares and resells them to investors.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
investment banker






noun













2.
 
investment banking






noun





















investment casting






noun






‹technical›

 a technique for making small, accurate castings in refractory alloys using a mold formed around a pattern of wax or similar material which is then removed by melting.













investment grade






noun




a level of credit rating for stocks regarded as carrying a minimal risk to investors.













investment trust

 
/inˈves(t)mənt ˌtrəst/






noun




a limited company whose business is the investment of shareholders' funds, the shares being traded like those of any other public company.













investor

 
/inˈvestər/






noun




a person or organization that puts money into financial schemes, property, etc. with the expectation of achieving a profit




•
 
foreign 
investors in

 the British commercial property sector




•
 
its breakneck rate of growth attracted investors.



















inveterate

 
/inˈvedərət/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a particular habit, activity, or interest that is long-established and unlikely to change




•
 
he was an inveterate gambler.










2.
 
(of a feeling or habit) long-established and unlikely to change.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inveteracy

 
/inˈved(ə)rəsē /






noun













2.
 
inveterately






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (referring to disease, in the sense ‘of long standing, chronic’): from Latin 
inveteratus

 ‘made old,’ past participle of 
inveterare

 (based on 
vetus

 , 
veter-

 ‘old’).





inviable

 
/inˈvīəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not viable.








II.
 
derivatives





inviability






noun





















invidious

 
/inˈvidēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or situation) likely to arouse or incur resentment or anger in others




•
 
she'd put herself in an invidious position.










2.
 
(of a comparison or distinction) unfairly discriminating; unjust




•
 
it seems invidious to make special mention of one aspect of his work.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invidiously

 
/inˈvidēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
invidiousness

 
/inˈvidēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
invidiosus

 , from 
invidia

 (see envy
 ).





invigilate

 
/inˈvijəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 supervise candidates during an examination.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invigilation

 
/inˌvijəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
invigilator

 
/inˈvijəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘watch over, keep watch’): from Latin 
invigilat-

 ‘watched over,’ from the verb 
invigilare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon, toward’ + 
vigilare

 ‘watch’ (from 
vigil

 ‘watchful’).





invigorate

 
/inˈviɡəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give strength or energy to




•
 
the shower had invigorated her.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invigoration

 
/inˌviɡəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
invigorator

 
/inˈviɡəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
invigorat-

 ‘made strong,’ from the verb 
invigorare

 , from 
in-

 ‘toward’ + Latin 
vigorare

 ‘make strong’ (from 
vigor

 ‘vigor’).





invigorating

 
/inˈviɡəˌrādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




making one feel strong, healthy, and full of energy




•
 
a brisk, invigorating walk.














II.
 
derivatives





invigoratingly






adverb





















invincibility

 
/inˌvinsəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being too powerful to be defeated or overcome




•
 
he gave off an aura of invincibility.



















invincible

 
/inˈvinsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too powerful to be defeated or overcome




•
 
an invincible warrior.














II.
 
derivatives





invincibly

 
/inˈvinsəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (earlier than 
vincible

 ): via Old French from Latin 
invincibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
vincibilis

 (see vincible
 ).





in vino veritas

 
/in ˈvēnō ˈveriˌtäs, ˈvīnō ˈveriˌtas/





I.
 
exclamation




under the influence of alcohol, a person tells the truth.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘truth in wine.’





inviolable

 
/inˈvīələbəl/





I.
 
adjective




never to be broken, infringed, or dishonored




•
 
an inviolable rule of chastity




•
 
the Polish–German border was inviolable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inviolability

 
/ˌinˌvīələˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
inviolably

 
/inˈvīələblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
inviolabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
violabilis

 ‘able to be violated’ (from the verb 
violare

 ).





inviolate

 
/inˈvīələt/





I.
 
adjective




free or safe from injury or violation




•
 
an international memorial which must remain inviolate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
inviolacy

 
/inˈvīələsē /






noun













2.
 
inviolately






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
inviolatus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
violare

 ‘violate.’





inviscid

 
/inˈvisid/






adjective






[Physics]

 having no or negligible viscosity.













invisibility

 
/ˌinˌvizəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
inability to be seen




•
 
I feel like I'm wearing a cloak of invisibility.










2.
 
the state of being ignored or not taken into consideration




•
 
the near invisibility of ethnic minority viewpoints.



















invisible

 
/inˈvizəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be seen; not visible to the eye




•
 
this invisible gas is present to some extent in every home.










2.
 
concealed from sight; hidden




•
 
he lounged in a doorway, invisible in the dark.










3.
 
treated as if unable to be seen; ignored or not taken into consideration




•
 
before 1971, women artists were pretty well invisible.










4.
 


[Economics]

 relating to or denoting earnings that a country makes from the sale of services or other items not constituting tangible commodities




•
 
tourism is the most important of our invisible exports.














II.
 
noun




(
invisibles

 )
 — invisible exports and imports.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
invisibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
visibilis

 (see visible
 ).





invisible ink

 
/inˈvizəbəl iNGk/






noun




a type of ink used to produce writing that cannot be seen until the paper is heated or otherwise treated.













invisibly

 
/inˈvizəblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be seen or perceived




•
 
an invisibly mended button




•
 
strong forces which are invisibly at work in our society.



















invitation

 
/ˌinvəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written or verbal request inviting someone to go somewhere or to do something




•
 
a wedding invitation.










2.
 
the action of inviting someone to go somewhere or to do something




•
 
a club with membership by invitation only




•
 
an herb garden where guests can go only 
at the invitation of

 the chef.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a situation or action that tempts someone to do something or makes a particular outcome likely




•
 
tactics like those of the colonel would have been an invitation to disaster.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
invitatio(n-)

 , from 
invitare

 (see invite
 ).





invitational

 
/ˌinvəˈtāSH(ə)nl /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




(especially of a competition) open only to those invited.








II.
 
noun




a competition open only to those invited.













invitatory

 
/inˈvīdəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or conveying an invitation.




2.
 
(in the Christian Church) denoting a psalm or versicle acting as an invitation to worshipers, especially Psalm 95.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
invitatorius

 , from Latin 
invitare

 (see invite
 ).






invite





I.
 
verb

 — 
/inˈvīt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a polite, formal, or friendly request to (someone) to go somewhere or to do something




•
 
we were 
invited to

 a dinner at the embassy




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she invited Patrick to sit down.










2.
 
make a formal or polite request for (something, especially an application for a job or opinions on a particular topic) from someone.




3.
 
(of an action or situation) tend to elicit (a particular reaction or response) or to tempt (someone) to do something




•
 
his use of the word did little but invite criticism.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈinvīt /



1.
 


‹informal›

 an invitation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invitee

 
/inˌvīˈtē /






noun













2.
 
inviter

 
/inˈvīdər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
inviter

 , or from Latin 
invitare

 .





inviting

 
/inˈvīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




offering the promise of an attractive or enjoyable experience




•
 
the sea down there looks so inviting.














II.
 
derivatives





invitingly

 
/inˈvīdiNGlē /






adverb






















in vitro

 
/in ˈvēˌtrō/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[Biology]

 (of a process) performed or taking place in a test tube, culture dish, or elsewhere outside a living organism


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
in vitro fertilization




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the parasites could not be grown in vitro.







The opposite of in vivo
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘in glass.’






in vitro fertilization






noun




a medical procedure whereby an egg is fertilized by sperm in a test tube or elsewhere outside the body




•
 
individuals who seek to become parents using in vitro fertilization.




















in vivo

 
/ˌin ˈvēvō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Biology]

 (of a process) performed or taking place in a living organism.


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
fluid transport was measured in vivo.




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
in vivo studies in animals.







The opposite of in vitro
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Latin, ‘in a living thing.’





invocation

 
/ˌinvəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of invoking something or someone for assistance or as an authority




•
 
the invocation of new disciplines and methodologies.










2.
 
the summoning of a deity or the supernatural




•
 
his invocation of the ancient mystical powers.










3.
 
an incantation used for this.




4.
 
(in the Christian Church) a form of words such as “In the name of the Father” introducing a prayer, sermon, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





invocatory

 
/inˈväkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
invocatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
invocare

 (see invoke
 ).





invoice

 
/ˈinˌvois/





I.
 
noun




a list of goods sent or services provided, with a statement of the sum due for these; a bill.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send an invoice to (someone).




2.
 
send an invoice for (goods or services provided).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: originally the plural of obsolete 
invoy

 , from obsolete French 
envoy

 , from 
envoyer

 ‘send’ (see envoy
 ).






invoke

 
/inˈvōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cite or appeal to (someone or something) as an authority for an action or in support of an argument




•
 
the antiquated defense of insanity is rarely invoked today.










2.
 
call on (a deity or spirit) in prayer, as a witness, or for inspiration.




3.
 
call earnestly for




•
 
she invoked his help against this attack.










4.
 
summon (a spirit) by charms or incantation.




5.
 
give rise to; evoke




•
 
how could she explain how the accident happened without invoking his wrath?










6.
 


[Computing]

 cause (a procedure) to be carried out.








II.
 
derivatives





invoker






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
invoquer

 , from Latin 
invocare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





involatile

 
/inˈvälədl/






adjective




not volatile; unable to be vaporized.













involucre

 
/ˈinvəˌlo͞okər /

 
involucrum





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a whorl or rosette of bracts surrounding an inflorescence (especially a capitulum) or at the base of an umbel.








II.
 
derivatives





involucral

 
/ˌinvəˈlo͞okrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
involucrum

 , from 
involvere

 ‘roll in, envelop’ (see involve
 ).





involuntarily

 
/inˈvälənˌterəlē/






adverb



1.
 
without will or conscious control




•
 
she shuddered involuntarily at the memory.










2.
 
against someone's will; without someone's cooperation




•
 
Alicia had her husband involuntarily hospitalized.



















involuntary

 
/inˈvälənˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done without will or conscious control




•
 
she gave an involuntary shudder.










2.
 
(especially of muscles or nerves) concerned in bodily processes that are not under the control of the will.




3.
 
done against someone's will; compulsory




•
 
a policy of involuntary repatriation.














II.
 
derivatives





involuntariness

 
/inˈvälənˌterēnəs /






noun





















involute

 
/ˈinvəˌlo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 involved; intricate




•
 
the art novel has grown increasingly involute.










2.
 


‹technical›

 curled spirally.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a shell) having the whorls wound closely around the axis.




4.
 


[Botany]

 (of a leaf or the cap of a fungus) rolled inward at the edges.








II.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 the locus of a point considered as the end of a taut string being unwound from a given curve in the plane of that curve.

Compare with evolute
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become involute; curl up.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
involutus

 , past participle of 
involvere

 (see involve
 ).





involuted

 
/ˌinvəˈl(y)o͞odəd/






adjective




complicated; abstruse




•
 
his involuted prose.



















involution

 
/ˌinvəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 the shrinkage of an organ in old age or when inactive, e.g., of the uterus after childbirth.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a function, transformation, or operator that is equal to its inverse, i.e., which gives the identity when applied to itself.




3.
 


‹formal›

 the process of involving or complicating, or the state of being involved or complicated




•
 
periods of artistic involution.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
involutional

 
/ˌinvəˈlo͞oSH(ə)nl /






adjective













2.
 
involutionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘[part] curling inward’): from Latin 
involutio(n-)

 , from 
involvere

 (see involve
 ).






involve

 
/inˈvälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a situation or event) include (something) as a necessary part or result




•
 
his transfer to another school would involve a lengthy assessment procedure.










2.
 
cause (a person or group) to experience or participate in an activity or situation




•
 
what kind of organizations will be 
involved in

 setting up these projects?

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘enfold’ and ‘entangle’; formerly also as 
envolve

 ): from Latin 
involvere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





involved

 
/inˈvälvd/






adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — connected or concerned with someone or something, typically on an emotional or personal level




•
 
Angela told me that she was 
involved with

 someone else.










2.
 
difficult to comprehend; complicated




•
 
a long, involved conversation.



















involvement

 
/inˈvälvmənt/






noun



1.
 
the fact or condition of being involved with or participating in something




•
 
he was imprisoned for his involvement in a plot to overthrow the government.










2.
 
emotional or personal association with someone.













invulnerable

 
/inˈvəln(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to harm or damage.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
invulnerability

 
/ˌinˌvəln(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
invulnerably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier than 
vulnerable

 ): from Latin 
invulnerabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
vulnerabilis

 (see vulnerable
 ).





-in-waiting






combining form



1.
 
awaiting a turn, confirmation of a process, etc.




•
 
a political administration-in-waiting.










2.
 
about to happen




•
 
an explosion-in-waiting.










3.
 
denoting a position as attendant to a royal personage




•
 
lady-in-waiting.



















inwale

 
/ˈinˌwāl/






noun




a longitudinal structural piece on the inside of a boat; an internal gunwale.














inward

 
/ˈinwərd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
directed or proceeding toward the inside; coming in from outside




•
 
the inward rush of air




•
 
a graceful inward movement of her wrist.










2.
 
existing within the mind, soul, or spirit, and often not expressed




•
 
she felt an inward sense of release.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward the inside




•
 
the door began to swing inward.










2.
 
into or toward the mind, spirit, or soul




•
 
people must look inward to gain insight into their own stress.

















– origin

 Old English 
inweard

 , 
inneweard

 , 
innanweard

 (see in
 , -ward
 ).





inward-looking

 
/ˈinwərdˌlo͝okiNG/






adjective




not interested in or taking account of other people or groups




•
 
an isolated and inward-looking community.



















inwardly

 
/ˈinwərdlē/





I.
 
adverb




(of a particular thought, feeling, or action) registered or existing in the mind but not expressed to others




•
 
inwardly seething, he did as he was told.

















– origin

 Old English 
inweardlīce

 (see inward
 , -ly
 2
 ).





inwardness

 
/ˈinwərdnəs/






noun




preoccupation with one's inner self; concern with spiritual or philosophical matters rather than externalities.














inwards

 
/ˈinwərdz/






adverb




variant of inward
 .













inwrought

 
/inˈrôt/






adjective






‹literary›

 (of a fabric or garment) intricately embroidered with a particular pattern or decoration




•
 
robes inwrought with gold.



















Inyo Mountains

 
/ˌinyō ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in east central California that includes Mount Whitney at 14,495 feet (4,418 m), the highest point in the US outside Alaska.










in-your-face

 
/ˈin yər ˈˌfās/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 blatantly aggressive or provocative; impossible to ignore or avoid




•
 
hard-boiled, in-your-face action thrillers.

















– origin

 1970s: from 
in your face

 , used as a derisive insult.






Io

 
/ˈī-ō, ˈē-ō/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a priestess of Hera who was loved by Zeus. Trying to protect her from the jealousy of Hera, Zeus turned Io into a heifer. Hera sent a gadfly to torture the heifer, which then fled across the world and finally reached Egypt, where Zeus turned her back into human form.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 one of the Galilean moons of Jupiter, the fifth closest satellite to the planet. It is actively volcanic, colored red and yellow with sulfur compounds, and has a diameter of 2,526 miles (3,630 km).









I/O






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 input-output.













IOC






abbreviation




International Olympic Committee.













iod-






combining form




variant spelling of iodo-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
iodic

 ).














iodic acid

 
/īˌädik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid with strong oxidizing properties, made by oxidation of iodine.

[Chem. formula: HIO3
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





iodate

 
/ˈīəˌdāt /






noun





















iodide

 
/ˈīəˌdīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound of iodine with another element or group, especially a salt of the anion I−
 .













iodinate

 
/ˈīədəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
iodinated

 )


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce iodine into (a compound).








II.
 
derivatives





iodination

 
/ˌīədəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun






















iodine

 
/ˈīəˌdīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
I

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 53, a nonmetallic element forming black crystals and a violet vapor.




2.
 
a solution of iodine in alcohol, used as a mild antiseptic.





A member of the halogen group, iodine occurs chiefly as salts in seawater and brines. As a constituent of thyroid hormones, it is required in small amounts in the body, and deficiency can lead to goiter.







– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
iode

 (from Greek 
iōdēs

 ‘violet-colored,’ from 
ion

 ‘violet’ + 
-eidēs

 ‘like’) + -ine
 4
 .





iodism

 
/ˈīəˌdizəm/






noun






[Medicine]

 iodine poisoning, causing thirst, diarrhea, weakness, and convulsions.













iodize

 
/ˈīəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
iodized

 )


1.
 
treat or impregnate with iodine




•
 
iodized salt.














II.
 
derivatives





iodization

 
/ˌīədiˈzāSHən /






noun






















iodo-

 
iod-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing iodine
 .














iodoform

 
/īˈōdəfôrm īˈädəˌfôrm/





I.
 
noun




a volatile pale yellow sweet-smelling crystalline organic compound of iodine, with antiseptic properties.

[Alternative name: 
triiodomethane

 ; chem. formula: CHI3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from iodine
 , on the pattern of 
chloroform

 .





iodometry

 
/ˌīəˈdämətrē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the quantitative analysis of a solution of an oxidizing agent by adding an iodide that reacts to form iodine, which is then titrated.








II.
 
derivatives





iodometric

 
/ˌī-ōdəˈmetrik /






adjective





















iodophor

 
/īˈōdəˌfôr/






noun




any of a group of disinfectants containing iodine in combination with a surfactant.













IOM






abbreviation




Isle of Man.













Io moth





I.
 
noun




a large, mainly yellow North American moth of the silkworm moth family, with prominent eyespots on the hind wings.

[
Automeris io

 , family 
Saturniidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the Greek priestess Io
 .






ion

 
/ˈīən ˈīˌän/





I.
 
noun




an atom or molecule with a net electric charge due to the loss or gain of one or more electrons.

See also cation
 , anion
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek, neuter present participle of 
ienai

 ‘go.’





Ion.






abbreviation




Ionic.














-ion





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns denoting verbal action




•
 
communion.










2.
 
denoting a resulting state or product




•
 
oblivion




•
 
opinion.

















– origin

 via French from Latin 
-ion-

 .





Iona

 
/īˈōnə/






a small island in the Inner Hebrides, off the western coast of Mull. It is the site of a monastery founded by St. Columba in about 563.









Ionesco, Eugène

 
/yôˈneskō, ˌēəˈneskō/






(1912–94), French playwright; born in Romania; a leading exponent of the theater of the absurd. Notable plays: 
The Bald Soprano

 (1949), 
Rhinoceros

 (1959), and 
Exit the King

 (1962).









ion exchange






noun




the exchange of ions of the same charge between an insoluble solid and a solution in contact with it, used in water-softening and other purification and separation processes.













ion exchanger






noun




a solid used in ion exchange, typically a special cross-linked synthetic resin or a zeolite.














Ionia

 
/īˈōnēə/






in classical times, the central part of the west coast of Asia Minor, which had long been inhabited by Hellenic people (the Ionians) and was again colonized by Greeks from the mainland from about the 8th century 
BC

 .










Ionian

 
/īˈōnēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient Hellenic people inhabiting Attica, parts of western Asia Minor, and the Aegean islands in preclassical and classical times. They also colonized the islands that became known as the Ionian Islands.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Ionian Islands.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Ionians, Ionia, or the Ionian Islands.













Ionian Islands






a chain of about 40 Greek islands off the western coast of mainland Greece, in the Ionian Sea.









Ionian mode






noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale C–C (the major scale).













Ionian Sea






the part of the Mediterranean Sea between western Greece and southern Italy, at the mouth of the Adriatic Sea.










ionic

 
/īˈänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or using ions.




2.
 
(of a chemical bond) formed by the electrostatic attraction of oppositely charged ions.

Often contrasted with covalent
 .








II.
 
derivatives





ionically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Ionic

 
/īˈänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a classical order of architecture characterized by a column with scroll shapes (volutes) on either side of the capital.




2.
 
another term for Ionian
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Ionic order of architecture.




2.
 
the ancient Greek dialect used in Ionia.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Iōnikos

 , from 
Iōnia

 (see Ionia
 ).





ionic strength






noun






[Chemistry]

 a quantity representing the strength of the electric field in a solution, equal to the sum of the molalities of each type of ion present multiplied by the square of their charges.













ionization chamber

 
/ˌīənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌCHāmbər/






noun




an instrument for detecting ionizing radiation.













ionize

 
/ˈīəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be ionized

 )


1.
 
convert (an atom, molecule, or substance) into an ion or ions, typically by removing one or more electrons.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become converted into an ion or ions; undergo ionization.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ionizable






adjective













2.
 
ionization

 
/ˌīənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌīəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















ionizer

 
/ˈīəˌnīzər/






noun




a device that produces ionization, especially one used to improve the quality of the air in a room.













ionizing radiation






noun




radiation consisting of particles, X-rays, or gamma rays with sufficient energy to cause ionization in the medium through which it passes.













ionomer

 
/īˈänəmər/






noun




any of a class of polymer materials consisting of thermoplastic resins stabilized by ionic cross-linkages, used to make dental cement and sealants.













ionopause

 
/īˈänəˌpôz/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the upper boundary of the ionosphere of a planet, comet, or other celestial object.













ionophore

 
/īˈänəˌfôr/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that is able to transport particular ions across a lipid membrane in a cell.













ionosphere

 
/īˈänəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the layer of the earth's atmosphere that contains a high concentration of ions and free electrons and is able to reflect radio waves. It lies above the mesosphere and extends from about 50 to 600 miles (80 to 1,000 km) above the earth's surface.




2.
 
a region similar to an ionosphere above the surface of another planet.








II.
 
derivatives





ionospheric

 
/īˌänəˈsfərik /






adjective





















iontophoresis

 
/īˌän(t)əfəˈrēsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a technique of introducing ionic medicinal compounds into the body through the skin by applying a local electric current.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
iontophoretic

 
/-ˈretik /






adjective













2.
 
iontophoretically

 
/-ˈretik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ion
 , on the pattern of 
electrophoresis

 .





IOOF






abbreviation




Independent Order of Odd Fellows.













-ior





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives in the comparative degree




•
 
anterior




•
 
junior




•
 
senior.

















– origin

 from Latin.





iOS

 
/ˌīōˈes/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 an operating system used for mobile devices manufactured by Apple Inc.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
both the iPod touch and the iPad are iOS devices.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
i-

 as in iPod
 and other products manufactured by Apple Inc. and an abbreviation of operating system
 .






iota

 
/īˈōdə/






noun



1.
 
the ninth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ι

 , 
ι

 ), transliterated as ‘i.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Iota

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the ninth star in a constellation




•
 
Iota Piscium.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — an extremely small amount




•
 
nothing she said seemed to make an iota of difference.







[
iota

 being the smallest letter of the Greek alphabet. Compare with jot
 .]













IOU

 
/ˈˌī ˌō ˈyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a signed document acknowledging a debt.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: representing the pronunciation of 
I owe you

 .






-ious





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) characterized by; full of




•
 
cautious




•
 
vivacious.

















– origin

 from French 
-ieux

 , from Latin 
-iosus

 .






Iowa

 
/ˈīəwə/






a state in the northern central US, on the western banks of the Mississippi River; pop. 3,002,555 (est. 2008); capital, Des Moines; statehood, Dec. 28, 1846 (29). It was acquired as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.









Iowa City






a city in eastern Iowa, south of Cedar Rapids; pop. 67,831 (est. 2008).









Iowan

 
/ˈīəwən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Iowa or its inhabitants




•
 
the sleepy Iowan town.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Iowa




•
 
the captain was an Iowan.



















IP






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Internet protocol, the method by which information is sent between any two Internet computers on the Internet.













IPA






abbreviation



1.
 
India pale ale, a type of light-colored beer similar to bitter.

[said to have been brewed originally for the British colonies.]




2.
 
International Phonetic Alphabet.













IP address





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a unique string of numbers separated by periods that identifies each computer using the Internet Protocol to communicate over a network.











– origin

 
IP

 , abbreviation of Internet Protocol
 .





ipecac

 
/ˈipikak /

 
ipecacuanha





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dried rhizome of a South American shrub, or a drug prepared from this, used as an emetic and expectorant.




2.
 
the shrub of the bedstraw family that produces ipecac, native to Brazil and cultivated elsewhere.

[
Cephaelis ipecacuanha

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]




3.
 
used in names of other plants with uses similar to ipecac, e.g., 
American ipecac

 (
Gillenia trifoliata

 , family 
Rosaceae

 ).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi-Guarani 
ipekaaguéne

 ‘emetic creeper,’ from 
ipe

 ‘small’ + 
kaa

 ‘leaves’ + 
guéne

 ‘vomit.’





Iphigenia

 
/ˌifəjəˈnēə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of Agamemnon, who was obliged to offer her as a sacrifice to Artemis when the Greek fleet was becalmed at Aulis on its way to the Trojan War. In some versions of the story, Artemis saved her life and took her to Tauris in the Crimea, where she became a priestess until rescued by her brother Orestes.










Ipiros

 
/ˈipirôs/






Greek name for Epirus
 .









ipm

 
i.p.m.






abbreviation




inches per minute.













IPO






noun






[Stock Market]

 short for initial public offering
 :




•
 
the pizza chain is looking to go public with an IPO later this year.




















iPod

 
/ˈīpäd/






noun






‹trademark›

 a portable electronic device for playing and storing digital audio and video files.













Ipoh

 
/ˈēpō/






a city in western Malaysia, the capital of the state of Perak; pop. 702,500 (est. 2009).









ipomoea

 
/ˌipəˈmēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Ipomoea

 in the family 
Convolvulaceae

 , especially a morning glory.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
ips

 ‘worm’ + 
homoios

 ‘like.’





ippon

 
/ˈipän/





I.
 
noun




a full point scored in judo, karate, and other martial sports.











– origin

 Japanese.





IPR






abbreviation




intellectual property rights.













iproniazid

 
/ˌīprōˈnīəzid/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as a drug to treat depression.

[A derivative of isoniazid; chem. formula: (CH3
 )2
 CHNHNHCOC5
 H4
 N.]











– origin

 1950s: from 
i(so)pro(pyl)

 + 
(iso)niazid

 .





ipse dixit

 
/ˌipsē ˈdiksit/





I.
 
noun




a dogmatic and unproven statement.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘he himself said it,’ translating Greek 
autos epha

 , a phrase used of Pythagoras by his followers.





ipsilateral

 
/ˌipsəˈladərəl/





I.
 
adjective




belonging to or occurring on the same side of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





ipsilaterally






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
ipse

 ‘self’ + lateral
 .





ipsissima verba

 
/ipˌsisəmə ˈvərbə/





I.
 
plural noun




the precise words.











– origin

 Latin.





ipso facto

 
/ˌipsō ˈfaktō/





I.
 
adverb




by that very fact or act




•
 
the enemy of one's enemy may be ipso facto a friend.

















– origin

 Latin.





Ipswich

 
/ˈipswiCH/






a town in southeastern England, the county town of Suffolk, a port on the estuary of the Orwell River; pop. 145,700 (est. 2009).










IQ

 
/ˌī ˈkyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




short for intelligence quotient
 :




•
 
I make good grades and have a high IQ




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an IQ test.

















– origin

 1920s: from the initial letters of intelligence quotient
 .





i.q.





I.
 
abbreviation




the same as.











– origin

 from Latin 
idem quod

 .





Iqbal, Sir Muhammad

 
/ˈikˌbäl/






(1877–1938), Indian poet, philosopher, and politician.









-ique






suffix




archaic spelling of -ic
 .













Iquitos

 
/ēˈkētôs/






a city in northeastern Peru, a port on the west bank of the Amazon River; pop. 371,000 (est. 2007).









Ir






symbol




the chemical element iridium.













IR






abbreviation




infrared.













ir-






prefix




variant spelling of in-
 1
 , in-
 2
 assimilated before 
r

 (as in 
irrelevant

 , 
irradiate

 ).













IRA






abbreviation



1.
 
individual retirement account.




2.
 
Irish Republican Army.














Iráklion

 
/iˈräklēˌôn/






Greek name for Heraklion
 .









Iran

 
/iˈrän iˈran/





I.
 
a country in the Middle East, between the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf; pop. 66,429,300 (est. 2009); capital, Tehran; languages, Farsi (Persian) (official), Turkish, Kurdish, Arabic, and others.





Previously known as Persia, the country adopted the name of Iran in 1935. Iran was a monarchy until 1979, when the shah was overthrown in a popular uprising that was headed by Ayatollah Khomeini. Soon after, Iran was established as an Islamic republic. From 1980 until 1988, it was at war with its neighbor Iraq. See also Persia
 , Iran–Iraq War
 .






Iran–Contra affair






noun




a political scandal of 1987 involving the covert sale by the US of arms to Iran. The proceeds of the arms sales were used by officials to give arms to the anticommunist Contras in Nicaragua, despite congressional prohibition.

Also called Irangate
 . The sale occurred during the presidency of Ronald Reagan, at a time when official relations between the countries were suspended (and while Iran was at war with Iraq), and was followed by the release of American hostages held in the Middle East.














Irangate

 
/iˈranˌɡāt, iˈrän-/






another term for the Iran–Contra affair
 .









Iranian

 
/iˈrānēən iˈränēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Iran or its people.




2.
 
relating to or denoting the group of Indo-European languages that includes Persian (Farsi), Pashto, Avestan, and Kurdish.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Iran, or a person of Iranian descent.














Iran–Iraq War






the war of 1980–88 between Iran and Iraq in the general area of the Persian Gulf. It ended inconclusively after great hardship and loss of life on both sides.

Also called Gulf War
 .









Iraq

 
/iˈräk iˈrak/





I.
 
a country in the Middle East, with an outlet on the Persian Gulf; pop. 28,945,600 (est. 2009); capital, Baghdad; official language, Arabic.





Iraq is traversed by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, whose valley was the site of the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia. It was conquered by Arabia in the 7th century and from 1534 formed part of the Ottoman Empire. After World War I, a kingdom was established, although the country was under British administration until 1932. Saddam Hussein came to power as president in 1979. From 1980 to 1988, the country was at war with Iran, its eastern neighbor. In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait; it was driven back by an international coalition of forces in the Gulf War of 1991. In 2003 the country was invaded and occupied by US-led forces in response to its failure to comply fully with a UN resolution that it should disarm. Sovereignty was transferred to an interim government in June 2004, but US forces remained in the country.





Iraqi

 
/iˈräkē iˈrakē īˈrakē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Iraq, or a person of Iraqi descent.




2.
 
the form of Arabic spoken in Iraq.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Iraq, its people, or their language.













IRAS

 
/ˈīras/





I.
 
a satellite launched in 1983 to map the distribution of infrared radiation in the sky.







– origin

 abbreviation of 
Infrared Astronomical Satellite

 .





irascible

 
/iˈrasəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a tendency to be easily angered




•
 
an irascible man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irascibility

 
/iˌrasəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irascibly

 
/iˈrasəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from late Latin 
irascibilis

 , from Latin 
irasci

 ‘grow angry,’ from 
ira

 ‘anger.’





irate

 
/īˈrāt/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or characterized by great anger




•
 
a barrage of irate letters.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irately

 
/īˈrātlē /






adverb













2.
 
irateness

 
/īˈrātnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
iratus

 , from 
ira

 ‘anger.’





IRC






abbreviation




Internet Relay Chat.













ire

 
/ˈī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




anger




•
 
the plans provoked the ire of conservationists.














II.
 
derivatives





ireful

 
/ˈī(ə)rf(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ira

 .





Iredell, James

 
/ˈī(ə)rˌdel/






(1751–99) US Supreme Court associate justice 1790–99; born in England. Appointed to the Court by President Washington, he was a Federalist.










Ireland

 
/ˈī(ə)rlənd/





I.
 
an island in the British Isles that lies west of Great Britain. Approximately four fifths of the area of Ireland constitutes the Republic of Ireland, with the remaining one fifth belonging to Northern Ireland. After an unsuccessful rebellion in 1798, union of Britain and Ireland followed in 1801. Ireland was divided into two self-governing areas after World War I. For later history see Ireland, Republic of
 and Northern Ireland
 .




II.
 
the Republic of Ireland (see Ireland, Republic of
 ).










Ireland, Republic of





I.
 
a country that comprises approximately four fifths of Ireland; pop. 4,203,200 (est. 2009); capital, Dublin; languages, Irish (official) and English.

Also called Irish Republic
 .





Ireland was partitioned by the Government of Ireland Act (1920), which divided the island into two self-governing areas. The Anglo-Irish Treaty, signed in 1921, gave Southern Ireland dominion status as the Irish Free State. The treaty was followed by civil war between the Free State government and the republicans, led by Eamon de Valera, who rejected partition. The war ended in victory for the government in 1923. A new constitution as a sovereign state (Eire) was adopted in 1937. Eire remained neutral during World War II; in 1949 it left the Commonwealth of Nations and became fully independent as the Republic of Ireland.





Irenaeus, St.

 
/ˌīrəˈnēəs/






(
c.

 
AD

 130–
c.

 200), Greek theologian. He wrote 
Against Heresies

 (
c.

 180), a detailed attack on Gnosticism. Feast day (Eastern Church) August 23; (Western Church) June 28.









irenic

 
/īˈrenik īˈrēnik /

 
eirenic





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 aiming or aimed at peace.








II.
 
noun

 — (
irenics

 )


1.
 
a part of Christian theology concerned with reconciling different denominations and sects.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irenical






adjective













2.
 
irenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
irenicism

 
/-niˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
eirēnikos

 , from 
eirēnē

 ‘peace.’





Irgun

 
/ərˈɡo͞on/





I.
 
a right-wing Zionist organization founded in 1931. During the period when it was active (1937–48), it carried out violent attacks on Arabs and Britons in its campaign to establish a Jewish state; it was disbanded after the creation of Israel in 1948.







– origin

 from modern Hebrew 
῾irgūn (ṣĕḇā'ī lĕ'ummī

 ) ‘(national military) organization.’






Irian Jaya

 
/ˌirēən ˈjīə/






former name for Papua
 (
sense

 1).









irid.






abbreviation




iridescent.













iridaceous

 
/ˌirəˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the iris family (
Iridaceae

 ), which grow from bulbs, corms, or rhizomes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Iridaceae

 (plural), based on Greek 
iris

 , 
irid-

 ‘rainbow,’ + -ous
 .





iridectomy

 
/ˌirəˈdektəmē/






noun




a surgical procedure to remove part of the iris.













iridescent

 
/ˌirəˈdes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




showing luminous colors that seem to change when seen from different angles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
iridescence

 
/ˌirəˈdes(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
iridescently






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
iris

 , 
irid-

 ‘rainbow’ + -escent
 .





iridium

 
/iˈridēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ir

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 77, a hard, dense silvery-white metal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
iris

 , 
irid-

 ‘rainbow’ (so named because it forms compounds of various colors).





iridology

 
/ˌirəˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




(in alternative medicine) diagnosis by examination of the iris of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





iridologist

 
/ˌirəˈdäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
iris

 , 
irid-

 ‘iris’ + -logy
 .





irie

 
/ˈīrē/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly in Jamaican English) nice, good, or pleasing (used as a general term of approval)




•
 
the place is jumping with irie vibes




•
 
I'm feeling irie.














II.
 
exclamation




used by Rastafarians as a friendly greeting.











– origin

 1970s: perhaps representing a pronunciation of 
all right

 .






iris

 
/ˈīris/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat, colored, ring-shaped membrane behind the cornea of the eye, with an adjustable circular opening (pupil) in the center.




2.
 
(also 
iris diaphragm

 )
 — an adjustable diaphragm of thin overlapping plates for regulating the size of a central hole, especially for the admission of light to a lens.




3.
 
a plant with sword-shaped leaves and showy flowers, typically purple, yellow, or white. Native to both Eurasia and North America, it is widely cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Iris

 , family 
Iridaceae

 (the 
iris family

 ): many species and numerous hybrids, including the 
crested dwarf iris

 (
I. cristata

 ) and the 
sweet iris

 (
I. pallida

 ). The iris family also includes the gladioli, crocuses, and freesias.]




4.
 
a rainbow or a rainbowlike appearance.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aperture, typically that of a lens) open or close in the manner of an iris or iris diaphragm.











– origin

 modern Latin, via Latin from Greek 
iris

 ‘rainbow, iris.’





Iris

 
/ˈīris /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the goddess of the rainbow, who acted as a messenger of the gods.










Irish

 
/ˈīriSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Ireland, its people, or the Goidelic language traditionally and historically spoken there.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Irish Gaelic

 )
 — the Goidelic language that is the first official language of the Republic of Ireland.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Irish

 )
 — the people of Ireland; Irish people collectively.








III.
 
phrases





get one's Irish up






cause one to become angry




•
 
if someone tries to make me do something I don't want to do, it gets my Irish up.


















IV.
 
derivatives





Irishness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
Īr-

 (stem of 
Īras

 ‘the Irish’ and 
Īrland

 ‘Ireland,’ obscurely related to Hibernian
 ) + -ish
 1
 .





Irish American





I.
 
noun




an American who is of Irish descent




•
 
this book is an attempt to address what it means to be an Irish American.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting Irish Americans




•
 
corned beef and cabbage is really an Irish-American dish.



















Irish coffee






noun




coffee mixed with a dash of Irish whiskey and served with cream on top.














Irish elk






noun




an extinct giant European and North African deer of the Pleistocene epoch, with massive antlers up to 10 feet (3 m) across.

Also called giant deer
 . [
Megaloceros giganteus

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]













Irishman

 
/ˈīriSHmən/






noun




a native or inhabitant of Ireland, or a person of Irish descent, especially a man.














Irish moss






noun




another term for carrageen
 .













Irish National Liberation Army

 
INLA






a small paramilitary organization seeking union between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. It was formed in the early 1970s, probably as an offshoot of the Provisional IRA.










Irish Republic

 
/ˈīriSH rəˈpəblik rēˈpəblik/






see Ireland, Republic of
 .









Irish Republican Army

 
IRA





I.
 
the military arm of Sinn Fein, aiming for union between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.





The IRA was formed during the struggle for independence from Britain in 1916–21; in 1969 it split into Official and Provisional wings. The Official IRA became virtually inactive, while the Provisional IRA stepped up the level of violence against military and civilian targets in Northern Ireland, Britain, and Europe. The IRA declared a ceasefire in 1994 and another in 1997, and in 2005 announced that it had ended its armed campaign.





Irish Sea






the sea that separates Ireland from England and Wales.










Irish setter

 
/ˈīriSH ˈsedər/






noun




a dog of a breed of setter with a long, silky dark red coat and a long feathered tail.













Irish stew

 
/ˈˌīriSH ˈst(y)o͞o/






noun




a stew made with mutton or other meat, potatoes, and onions.













Irish terrier






noun




a terrier of a rough-haired light reddish-brown breed.













Irish wolfhound

 
/ˈīriSH ˈwo͝olfhound/






noun




a large, typically grayish hound of a rough-coated breed.













Irishwoman

 
/ˈīriSHˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female native or inhabitant of Ireland, or a woman of Irish descent.













iritis

 
/īˈrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the iris of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





iritic

 
/īˈritik /






adjective





















irk

 
/ərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
irritate; annoy




•
 


it irks

 her to think of the runaround she received.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘be annoyed or disgusted’): perhaps from Old Norse 
yrkja

 ‘to work.’





irksome

 
/ˈərksəm/





I.
 
adjective




irritating; annoying.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irksomely






adverb













2.
 
irksomeness

 
/ˈərksəmnəs /






noun





















Irkutsk

 
/irˈko͞otsk/






the chief city of Siberia in eastern Russia, on the western shore of Lake Baikal; pop. 575,800 (est. 2008).










iron

 
/ˈī(ə)rn/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
(Symbol: 
Fe

 )
 — a strong, hard magnetic silvery-gray metal, the chemical element of atomic number 26, much used as a material for construction and manufacturing, especially in the form of steel.




b.
 
compounds of iron, especially as a component of the diet




•
 
serve liver as it's a good source of iron




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
how are your iron levels?










c.
 
used figuratively as a symbol or type of firmness, strength, or resistance




•
 
her father had a will of iron




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the iron grip of religion on minority cultures.











Iron is widely distributed as ores such as hematite, magnetite, and siderite, and the earth's core is believed to consist largely of metallic iron and nickel. Besides steel, other important forms of the metal are cast iron and wrought iron. Chemically a transition element, iron is a constituent of some biological molecules, notably hemoglobin.




2.
 
a tool or implement now or originally made of iron




•
 
a caulking iron.










3.
 
(
irons

 )
 — fetters or handcuffs.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a handgun.




5.
 
a handheld implement with a flat steel base that is heated (typically with electricity) to smooth clothes, sheets, etc.




6.
 
a golf club with a metal head (typically with a numeral indicating the degree to which the head is angled in order to loft the ball).




7.
 
(also 
iron meteorite

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 a meteorite containing a high proportion of iron.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smooth (clothes, sheets, etc.) with an iron.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have many (or other) irons in the fire






have many (or a range of) options or courses of action available or be involved in many activities or commitments at the same time.









2.
 
in irons





a.
 
having the feet or hands fettered.




b.
 
(of a sailing vessel) stalled head to wind and unable to come about or tack either way.









3.
 
iron hand (or fist)






used to refer to firmness or ruthlessness of attitude or behavior




•
 
Fascism's iron hand.















4.
 
an iron hand (or fist) in a velvet glove






firmness or ruthlessness cloaked in outward gentleness.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





iron something out






solve or settle difficulties or problems




•
 
they had ironed out their differences.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ironer

 
/ˈī(ə)rnər /






noun













2.
 
ironlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
īren

 , 
īsen

 , 
īsern

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ijzer

 and German 
Eisen

 , and probably ultimately from Celtic.





Iron Age

 
/ˈī(ə)rn ˌāj/





I.
 
a period that followed the Bronze Age, when weapons and tools came to be made of iron.

The Iron Age is conventionally taken as beginning in the early 1st millennium 
BC

 , but iron-working began with the Hittites in Anatolia in 
c.

 1400 
BC

 . In much of Europe it ended at the Roman period, but outside the Roman Empire it continued to the 4th–6th centuries 
AD

 .




II.
 
(in Greek and Roman mythology) the last and worst age of the world, a time of wickedness and oppression.









ironbark

 
/ˈīərnˌbärk/






noun




an Australian eucalyptus tree with thick, solid bark and hard, dense, durable timber.

[Genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species.]













ironbound

 
/ˈīərnˌbound/






adjective



1.
 
bound with iron




•
 
a massive ironbound chest.










2.
 
rigorous; inflexible




•
 
ironbound rules.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a coast) faced or enclosed with rocks.













ironclad

 
/ˈīərnˌklad/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered or protected with iron.




2.
 
impossible to contradict, weaken, or change




•
 
an ironclad guarantee.














II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a 19th-century warship with armor plating.













Iron Cross

 
/ˈī(ə)rn ˌkräs/






noun




the highest German military decoration for bravery, instituted in 1813.














Iron Curtain






noun




the notional barrier separating the former Soviet bloc and the West prior to the decline of communism that followed the political events in eastern Europe in 1989.













iron-fisted

 
iron-handed






adjective




exercising power in an oppressive or controlling way




•
 
an iron-fisted leader intolerant of opposing political views




•
 
decades of iron-fisted rule.







See also an iron hand in a velvet glove
 .














Iron Gate






a gorge through which a section of the Danube River flows and forms part of the boundary between Romania and Serbia. Navigation was improved by means of a ship canal constructed through it in 1896.

Romanian name Porţile de Fier
 , Serbian name Gvozdena Vrata
 .









iron gray

 
/ˈī(ə)rn ɡrā/






noun



1.
 
a dark gray color.




2.
 
a horse of a dark gray color.













Iron Guard






a fascist Romanian political party that was founded in 1927 and ceased to exist after World War II.









iron horse

 
/ˈˌī(ə)rn ˈhôrs/






noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a steam locomotive.




2.
 
(
Iron Horse

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 see Gehrig, Lou
 .













ironic

 
/īˈränik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using or characterized by irony




•
 
his mouth curved into an ironic smile.










2.
 
happening in the opposite way to what is expected, and typically causing wry amusement because of this


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it was ironic that now that everybody had plenty of money for food, they couldn't obtain it because everything was rationed.














II.
 
derivatives





ironical






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
ironique

 or late Latin 
ironicus

 , from Greek 
eirōnikos

 ‘dissembling, feigning ignorance,’ from 
eirōneia

 (see irony
 1
 ).





ironically

 
/īˈränək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in an ironic manner.




2.
 
used to denote a paradoxical, unexpected, or coincidental situation


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
ironically, the rescue craft that saved her was the boat she was helping to pay for.



















ironing

 
/ˈī(ə)rniNG/






noun



1.
 
the task of ironing clothes, sheets, etc.




2.
 
clothes, sheets, etc., that need to be or have just been ironed.













ironing board

 
/ˈī(ə)rniNG ˌbô(ə)rd/






noun




a long, narrow board covered with soft material and having folding legs, on which clothes, sheets, etc., are ironed.













ironist

 
/ˈīrənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who uses irony.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
eirōn

 ‘dissembler’ + -ist
 .





ironize

 
/ˈīrəˌnīz, īərˈnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use ironically




•
 
this novel also follows and yet ironizes many of the conventions of the picaresque narrative.



















iron lung

 
/ˈˌī(ə)rn ˈləNG/






noun




a rigid case fitted over a patient's body, used for administering prolonged artificial respiration by means of mechanical pumps.













iron maiden






noun




(in historical contexts) an instrument of torture consisting of a coffin-shaped box lined with iron spikes.













iron man

 
/ˈī(ə)rn man /

 
ironman






noun



1.
 
(especially in sporting contexts) an exceptionally strong or robust man.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a multi-event sporting contest demanding stamina, in particular a consecutive triathlon of swimming, cycling, and running.













iron mold

 
/ˈī(ə)rn mōld/






noun




a spot caused by rust or an ink stain, especially on fabric.













ironmonger

 
/ˈī(ə)rnˌməNGɡər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a person or store selling hardware such as tools and household implements.








II.
 
derivatives





ironmongery

 
/ˈī(ə)rnˌmäNGɡ(ə)rē /






noun





















iron-on

 
/ˈī(ə)rnˌän/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
able to be fixed to the surface of a fabric by ironing




•
 
T-shirts with iron-on transfers.



















iron ore

 
/ˈī(ə)rn ô(ə)r/






noun




a rock or mineral from which iron can be profitably extracted.













Ironsides

 
/ˈīərnˌsīdz/






noun



1.
 
a nickname for Oliver Cromwell.




2.
 
(
ironsides

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an ironclad.













ironstone

 
/ˈī(ə)rnˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
sedimentary rock containing a substantial proportion of iron compounds.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a kind of dense, opaque stoneware.













ironware

 
/ˈīərnˌwer/






noun




articles made of iron, typically domestic implements.













iron-willed






adjective




implacably determined on a course of action; very resolute




•
 
an iron-willed leader who has rallied and refreshed her tiring team.



















ironwood

 
/ˈīərnˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of trees that produce very hard timber, in particular

[● a southern African tree of the olive family (
Olea laurifolia

 , family 
Oleaceae

 ). ● another term for the American hornbeam and the eastern hornbeam (see hornbeam
 ).]




2.
 
see titi
 2
 .













ironwork

 
/ˈī(ə)rnˌwərk/





I.
 
noun




articles or parts made of iron.








II.
 
derivatives





ironworking






noun





















ironworks

 
/ˈī(ə)rnˌwərks/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a place where iron is smelted or iron goods are made.














irony1


 
/ˈīrənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of one's meaning by using language that normally signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic effect




•
 
“Don't go overboard with the gratitude,” he rejoined with heavy irony.










2.
 
a state of affairs or an event that seems deliberately contrary to what one expects and is often amusing as a result


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the irony is that I thought he could help me.










3.
 
(also 
dramatic

 or 
tragic irony

 )
 — a literary technique, originally used in Greek tragedy, by which the full significance of a character's words or actions are clear to the audience or reader although unknown to the character.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (also denoting Socratic irony): via Latin from Greek 
eirōneia

 ‘simulated ignorance,’ from 
eirōn

 ‘dissembler.’





irony2


 
/ˈīərnē/






adjective




of or like iron




•
 
an irony gray color.



















Iroquoian

 
/ˌirəˈkwoiən/





I.
 
noun




a language family of eastern North America, including the languages of the Five Nations, Tuscarora, Huron, Wyandot, and Cherokee. With the exception of Cherokee, all its members are extinct or nearly so.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Iroquois people or the Iroquoian language family.













Iroquois

 
/ˈirəˌkwoi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a former confederacy of North American Indian peoples originally comprising the Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, and Seneca peoples (known as the Five Nations
 ), and later including also the Tuscarora .




2.
 
any of the Iroquoian languages.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Iroquois or their languages.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, perhaps a term from a Basque-Algonquian pidgin 
h)irokoa

 ‘killer people,’ from Basque (
(h)ilo

 ‘kill’ + 
koa

 ‘person.’





irradiance

 
/iˈrādēəns/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the flux of radiant energy per unit area (normal to the direction of flow of radiant energy through a medium).




2.
 


‹literary›

 the fact of shining brightly.













irradiant

 
/iˈrādēənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 shining brightly.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
irradiant-

 ‘shining upon,’ from the verb 
irradiare

 (based on 
radius

 ‘ray’).





irradiate

 
/iˈrādēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expose to radiation.




2.
 
expose (food) to gamma rays to kill microorganisms.




3.
 
illuminate (something) by or as if by shining light on it




•
 
sunlight streamed down through stained glass, irradiating the faces of family and friends.














II.
 
derivatives





irradiator

 
/iˈrādēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘emit rays, shine upon’): from Latin 
irradiat-

 ‘shone upon,’ from the verb 
irradiare

 , from 
in-

 ‘upon’ + 
radiare

 ‘to shine’ (from 
radius

 ‘ray’).





irradiation

 
/iˌrādēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process or fact of irradiating or being irradiated.




2.
 


[Optics]

 the apparent extension of the edges of an illuminated object seen against a dark background.













irrational

 
/i(r)ˈraSH(ə)nəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not logical or reasonable.




2.
 
not endowed with the power of reason.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number, quantity, or expression) not expressible as a ratio of two integers, and having an infinite and nonrecurring expansion when expressed as a decimal. Examples of irrational numbers are the number π and the square root of 2.








II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 an irrational number.








III.
 
derivatives





irrationalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
irrationalis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
rationalis

 (see rational
 ).





irrationalism

 
/iˈraSHənlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a system of belief or action that disregards or contradicts rational principles.








II.
 
derivatives





irrationalist






noun, adjective





















irrationality

 
/i(r)ˌraSHəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being illogical or unreasonable




•
 
the sheer irrationality of continuing a policy doomed to failure




•
 
once you apply logic to things you are afraid of, you expose their irrationalities.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the quality of a number, quantity, or expression being irrational




•
 
the irrationality of square roots.



















irrationally

 
/i(r)ˈraSHənlē i(r)ˈraSHnəlē/






adverb




in an illogical or unreasonable manner




•
 
the couple claim officials acted irrationally in refusing to lift the ban




•
 
people have suddenly, and irrationally, decided not to spend any more.



















Irrawaddy

 
/ˌirəˈwädē/






the principal river of Burma (Myanmar), 1,300 miles (2,090 km) long. It flows through a large delta into the eastern part of the Bay of Bengal.









irreclaimable

 
/ˌirəˈklāməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be reclaimed or reformed.








II.
 
derivatives





irreclaimably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















irreconcilable

 
/i(r)ˌrekənˈsīləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of ideas, facts, or statements) representing findings or points of view that are so different from each other that they cannot be made compatible




•
 
these two views of the early medieval economy are irreconcilable.










2.
 
(of people) implacably hostile to each other.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
irreconcilables

 )


1.
 
any of two or more ideas, facts, or statements that cannot be made compatible.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irreconcilability

 
/i(r)ˌrek(ə)nˌsīləˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irreconcilably

 
/i(r)ˌrek(ə)nˈsīləblē /






adverb





















irrecoverable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈkəv(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be recovered, regained, or remedied




•
 
his liquid assets had to be written off as irrecoverable.














II.
 
derivatives





irrecoverably

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈkəv(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















irrecuperable

 
/ˌirəˈk(y)o͞opərəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 unable to be recovered from.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
irrecuperabilis

 , from Latin 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
recuperare

 (see recuperate
 ).





irrecusable

 
/ˌirəˈkyo͞ozəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (of evidence or a statement) not able to be challenged or rejected.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from late Latin 
irrecusabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
recusabilis

 ‘that should be refused’ (from the verb 
recusare

 ).





irredeemable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈdēməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be saved, improved, or corrected




•
 
so many irredeemable mistakes have been made.










2.
 
(of paper currency) for which the issuing authority does not undertake to pay coin.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irredeemability

 
/-ˌdēməˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
irredeemably

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈdēməblē /






adverb





















irredentist

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈden(t)əst/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person advocating the restoration to their country of any territory formerly belonging to it.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in 19th-century Italian politics) an advocate of the return to Italy of all Italian-speaking districts subject to other countries.








II.
 
derivatives





irredentism

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈdenˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from Italian 
irredentista

 , from 
(Italia) irredenta

 ‘unredeemed (Italy).’





irreducible

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be reduced or simplified.




2.
 
not able to be brought to a certain form or condition




•
 
the imagery remains 
irreducible to

 textual structures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irreducibility

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌd(y)o͞osəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irreducibly

 
/-blē /






adverb





















irreflexive

 
/ˌirəˈfleksiv/






adjective






[Logic]

 denoting a relation that never holds between a term and itself.













irreformable

 
/ˌirəˈfôrməbəl/






adjective




(chiefly of religious dogma) unable to be revised or altered.













irrefragable

 
/iˈrefrəɡəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be refuted or disproved; indisputable.








II.
 
derivatives





irrefragably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
irrefragabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
refragari

 ‘oppose.’





irrefutable

 
/ˌirəˈfyo͞odəb(ə)l iˈrefyədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to deny or disprove




•
 
irrefutable evidence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irrefutability

 
/ˈˌi(r)rəˌfyo͞odəˈbilədē ˈˌi(r)ˌrefyədəˈbilədē iˌrefyədəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irrefutably

 
/ˈˌi(r)rəˈfyo͞odəblē ˈˌi(r)ˈrefyədəblē iˈrefyədəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
irrefutabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
refutabilis

 (from 
refutare

 ‘repel, rebut’).





irreg.






abbreviation




irregular or irregularly.













irregardless

 
/ˌirəˈɡärdləs/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 regardless.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a blend of irrespective
 and regardless
 . / 
usage:

 
Irregardless

 is widely heard, perhaps arising under the influence of such perfectly correct forms as irrespective, but should be avoided by careful users of English. Use 
regardless

 to mean ‘without regard or consideration for’ or ‘nevertheless’.






irregular

 
/əˈreɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not even or balanced in shape or arrangement




•
 
her features were too irregular.










2.
 
occurring at uneven or varying rates or intervals




•
 
an irregular heartbeat.










3.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower) having the petals differing in size and shape; zygomorphic.




4.
 
contrary to the rules or to that which is normal or established




•
 
they were questioned about their involvement in irregular financial dealings.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of troops) not belonging to regular or established army units.




6.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb or other word) having inflections that do not conform to the usual rules.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
irregulars

 )


1.
 
a member of an irregular military force.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an imperfect piece of merchandise sold at a reduced price.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘not conforming to rule [esp. that of the Church]’): via Old French from medieval Latin 
irregularis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
regularis

 (see regular
 ).





irregularity

 
/əˌreɡyəˈlerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being irregular




•
 
there is evidence that fraud and irregularity continue on a large scale.










2.
 
(usu. 
irregularities

 )
 — a thing that is irregular in form or nature




•
 
irregularities of the heartbeat




•
 
financial irregularities.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
irregularite

 , from late Latin 
irregularitas

 , from 
irregularis

 (see irregular
 ).





irregularly

 
/i(r)ˈreɡyələrlē əˈreɡyələrlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not even or balanced in shape or arrangement




•
 
irregularly shaped holes




•
 
irregularly spaced stones.










2.
 
at uneven or varying rates or intervals




•
 
my heart was beating irregularly




•
 
ovulation may occur irregularly.










3.
 
in a manner contrary to that which is normal or established




•
 
a colleague was behaving irregularly.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (with reference to inflections of a verb or other word) in a way that does not conform to the usual rules




•
 
an irregularly conjugating verb




•
 
an irregularly inflected plural.



















irrelative

 
/iˈrelədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 unconnected; unrelated.




2.
 


‹rare›

 irrelevant.








II.
 
derivatives





irrelatively






adverb





















irrelevance

 
/i(r)ˈreləvəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being irrelevant




•
 
the document was withheld on grounds of irrelevance.










2.
 
a person or thing that is irrelevant




•
 
he regarded religion as an irrelevance.














II.
 
derivatives





irrelevancy

 
/i(r)ˈreləv(ə)nsē /






noun





















irrelevant

 
/əˈreləvənt/





I.
 
adjective




not connected with or relevant to something.








II.
 
derivatives





irrelevantly

 
/ˌi(r)ˈreləv(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















usage:

 See usage at immaterial
 .





irreligious

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈlijəs/





I.
 
adjective




indifferent or hostile to religion




•
 
an irreligious world.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irreligion

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈlij(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
irreligiously






adverb













3.
 
irreligiousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
irreligiosus

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
religiosus

 (see religious
 ).





irremediable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈmēdēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to cure or put right.








II.
 
derivatives





irremediably

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈmēdēəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
irremediabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
remediabilis

 ‘curable’ (from 
remedium

 ‘remedy’).





irremissible

 
/ˌirəˈmisəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a crime) unpardonable.




2.
 
(of an obligation or duty) binding.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
irremissibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
remissibilis

 (from 
remittere

 ‘remit’).





irremovable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈmo͞ovəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
incapable of being removed




•
 
the irremovable taint of corruption.










2.
 
(of an official) unable to be displaced from office.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irremovability

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌmo͞ovəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irremovably

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈmo͞ovəblē /






adverb





















irreparable

 
/i(r)ˈrep(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an injury or loss) impossible to rectify or repair




•
 
they were doing irreparable damage to my heart and lungs.














II.
 
derivatives





irreparability

 
/ˌi(r)ˌrep(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
irreparabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
reparabilis

 (see reparable
 ).





irreparably

 
/ˌi(r)ˈrep(ə)rəblē/






adverb




in a way that is impossible to rectify or repair




•
 
his eye had been damaged irreparably




•
 
our international image has been irreparably tarnished.



















irreplaceable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈplāsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to replace if lost or damaged.








II.
 
derivatives





irreplaceably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















irrepressible

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈpresəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be controlled or restrained




•
 
a great shout of irrepressible laughter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irrepressibility

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌpresəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irrepressibly

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈpresəblē /






adverb





















irreproachable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈprōCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




beyond criticism; faultless




•
 
his private life was irreproachable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irreproachability

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌprōCHəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
irreproachably

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈprōCHəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
irreprochable

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
reprochable

 (from 
reprocher

 ‘to reproach’).





irresistible

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈzistəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too attractive and tempting to be resisted




•
 
he found the delicious-looking cakes irresistible.










2.
 
too powerful or convincing to be resisted




•
 
she felt an irresistible urge to object.














II.
 
derivatives





irresistibility

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌzistəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
irresistibilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
resistibilis

 (from 
resistere

 ‘resist’).





irresistibly

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈzistəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is too attractive and tempting to be resisted




•
 
men are irresistibly attracted to her




•
 
their eyes were drawn irresistibly back to the house.










2.
 
in a way that is too powerful or convincing to be resisted




•
 
I am irresistibly reminded of the advice of a friend of mine.



















irresolute

 
/i(r)ˈrezəˌlo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




showing or feeling hesitancy; uncertain




•
 
she stood irresolute outside his door.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irresolutely

 
/i(r)ˈrezəˌlo͞otlē /






adverb













2.
 
irresoluteness

 
/i(r)ˈrezəˌlo͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
irresolutus

 ‘not loosened,’ or from in-
 1
 ‘not’ + resolute
 .





irresolution

 
/i(r)ˌrezəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/






noun




hesitancy; uncertainty




•
 
a moment of irresolution.



















irresolvable

 
/ˌirəˈzälvəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a problem or dilemma) impossible to solve or settle.














irrespective

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈspektiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
irrespective of

 )


1.
 
not taking (something) into account; regardless of




•
 
child benefit is paid irrespective of income levels.














II.
 
derivatives





irrespectively

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈspektəvlē /






adverb





















irresponsibility

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌspänsəˈbilədē/






noun




lack of a proper sense of responsibility




•
 
they thought that having children was an act of irresponsibility




•
 
the economic ills are a consequence of greed and irresponsibility.



















irresponsible

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈspänsəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a person, attitude, or action) not showing a proper sense of responsibility


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
it would have been irresponsible just to drive on.



















irresponsibly

 
/ˈˌi(r)rəˈspänsəblē/






adverb




in a manner that lacks a proper sense of responsibility




•
 
police are clamping down on motorists who drive irresponsibly




•
 
bankers who behave irresponsibly should face professional consequences.



















irresponsive

 
/ˌirəˈspänsiv/





I.
 
adjective




not responsive to someone or something.








II.
 
derivatives





irresponsiveness






noun





















irretrievable

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈtrēvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be retrieved or put right




•
 
the irretrievable breakdown of their marriage.














II.
 
derivatives





irretrievability

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌtrēvəˈbilədē /






noun





















irretrievably

 
/ˈˌi(r)rəˈtrēvəblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be retrieved or put right




•
 
trillions of dollars were irretrievably lost




•
 
the marriage had irretrievably broken down.



















irreverence

 
/iˈrev(ə)rəns/






noun




a lack of respect for people or things that are generally taken seriously




•
 
an attitude of irreverence toward politicians.



















irreverent

 
/əˈrev(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of respect for people or things that are generally taken seriously




•
 
she is irreverent about the whole business of politics.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irreverential

 
/iˌrevəˈrenSHəl /






adjective













2.
 
irreverently

 
/i(r)ˈrevərntlē əˈrevərəntlē i(r)ˈrev(ə)rəntlē əˈrev(ə)rəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
irreverent-

 ‘not revering,’ from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
reverent-

 ‘revering’ (see reverent
 ).





irreversible

 
/ˌi(r)rəˈvərsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be undone or altered




•
 
she suffered irreversible damage to her health.














II.
 
derivatives





irreversibility

 
/ˌi(r)rəˌvərsəˈbilədē /






noun





















irreversible binomial






noun






[Grammar]

 a noun phrase consisting of two nouns joined by a conjunction, in which the conventional order is fixed. Examples include 
bread and butter

 and 
kith and kin

 .













irreversibly

 
/ˈˌi(r)rəˈvərsəblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be undone or altered




•
 
our landscape will be irreversibly damaged.



















irrevocable

 
/əˈrevəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be changed, reversed, or recovered; final




•
 
an irrevocable step.














II.
 
derivatives





irrevocability

 
/ˌi(r)ˌrevəkəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
irrevocabilis

 , from 
in-

 ‘not’ + 
revocabilis

 ‘able to be revoked’ (from the verb 
revocare

 ).





irrevocably

 
/ˌi(r)ˈrevəkəblē/






adverb




in a way that cannot be changed, reversed, or recovered




•
 
my life changed irrevocably in an instant




•
 
our environment will be irrevocably damaged.



















irrigate

 
/ˈiriɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply water to (land or crops) to help growth, typically by means of channels.




2.
 
(of a river or stream) supply (land) with water.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 apply a continuous flow of water or liquid medication to (an organ or wound).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irrigable

 
/ˈirəɡəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
irrigator

 
/ˈirəˌɡādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
irrigat-

 ‘moistened,’ from the verb 
irrigare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
rigare

 ‘moisten, wet.’





irrigation

 
/ˌirəˈɡāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the supply of water to land or crops to help growth, typically by means of channels




•
 
the river supplies water for irrigation of agricultural crops




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
sprinkler irrigation systems.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the process of washing out an organ or wound with a continuous flow of water or medication




•
 
for sinus congestion, saline nasal irrigation can be helpful.



















irritability

 
/ˌiridəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality or state of being irritable




•
 
symptoms include insomnia and irritability.



















irritable

 
/ˈirədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a tendency to be easily annoyed or made angry




•
 
she was tired and irritable.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a bodily part or organ) abnormally sensitive.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a condition) caused by abnormal sensitivity.




4.
 


[Biology]

 (of a living organism) having the property of responding actively to physical stimuli.








II.
 
derivatives





irritably

 
/ˈirədəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
irritabilis

 , from the verb 
irritare

 (see irritate
 ).





irritable bowel syndrome

 
IBS






noun




a widespread condition involving recurrent abdominal pain and diarrhea or constipation, often associated with stress, depression, anxiety, or previous intestinal infection.













irritant

 
/ˈirədənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that causes slight inflammation or other discomfort to the body.




2.
 
a thing that is continually annoying or distracting




•
 
in 1966, Vietnam was becoming an irritant to the government.














II.
 
adjective




causing slight inflammation or other discomfort to the body.








III.
 
derivatives





irritancy

 
/ˈirəd(ə)nsē /






noun






















irritate

 
/ˈirəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) annoyed, impatient, or angry




•
 
his tone irritated her




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his voice tends to irritate.










2.
 
cause inflammation or other discomfort in (a part of the body).




3.
 


[Biology]

 stimulate (an organism, cell, or organ) to produce an active response.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irritative

 
/ˈirəˌtādiv /






adjective













2.
 
irritator

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘excite, provoke’): from Latin 
irritat-

 ‘irritated,’ from the verb 
irritare

 .





irritated

 
/ˈirəˌtādəd/





I.
 
adjective




showing or feeling slight anger; annoyed




•
 
the irritated look on Alec's face.














II.
 
derivatives





irritatedly






adverb





















irritating

 
/ˈiriˌtādiNG/






adjective



1.
 
causing annoyance, impatience, or mild anger




•
 
an irritating child.










2.
 
causing irritation to a body part




•
 
the substance may be irritating to eyes and skin.



















irritatingly

 
/ˈirəˌtādiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that causes annoyance, impatience, or mild anger




•
 
he keeps humming irritatingly




•
 
an irritatingly shrill-voiced woman




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
irritatingly, she is a chronic name-dropper.










2.
 
in a manner that causes irritation to a body part




•
 
an itch welled up irritatingly in his throat.



















irritation

 
/ˌirəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of feeling annoyed, impatient, or angry.




2.
 
a cause of this




•
 
the minor irritations of life.










3.
 
the production of inflammation or other discomfort in a bodily part or organ.




4.
 


[Biology]

 the stimulation of an organism, cell, or organ to produce an active response.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
irritatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
irritare

 (see irritate
 ).





irrotational

 
/ˌirōˈtāSH(ə)nl/






adjective






[Physics]

 (especially of fluid motion) not rotational; having no rotation.













irrupt

 
/iˈrəpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter forcibly or suddenly




•
 
absurdities continually irrupt into the narrative.










2.
 
(of a bird or other animal) migrate into an area in abnormally large numbers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
irruption

 
/iˈrəpSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
irruptive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: (earlier (mid 16th cent.) as 
irruption

 ) from Latin 
irrupt-

 ‘broken into,’ from the verb 
irrumpere

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + 
rumpere

 ‘break.’





IRS






abbreviation




Internal Revenue Service.













Irtysh

 
/irˈtiSH, ər-/






a river in central Asia that rises in the Altai Mountains in northern China and flows west into northeastern Kazakhstan, where it turns northwest to join the Ob River near its mouth in Russia. Its length is 2,655 miles (4,248 km).









IRV






abbreviation




instant runoff voting.













Irvine

 
/ˈərvīn/






a planned city in southwestern California; pop. 207,500 (est. 2008).









Irving

 
/ˈərviNG/






an industrial city in northeastern Texas, between Dallas and Fort Worth; pop. 201,358 (est. 2008).









Irving, John






(1942–) US writer and teacher; born 
John Wallace Blunt, Jr.

 His works such as 
The World According to Garp

 (1978) combine tragedy with comedy; full name 
John Winslow Irving

 . He also wrote 
The Hotel New Hampshire

 (1981), 
The Cider House Rules

 (1985), and 
Last Night in Twisted River

 (2009).









Irving, Washington






(1783–1859), US writer. He is best known for 
The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.

 (1819–20), which contains such tales as 
“Rip Van Winkle”

 and 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”











Irvington

 
/ˈərviNGtən/






an industrial and residential township in northeastern New Jersey, west of Newark; pop. 56,299 (est. 2008).









is

 
/iz/






third person singular present of be
 .









IS






abbreviation




short for Islamic State
 .













Is.






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
Isa.

 )
 — 

[Bible]

 Isaiah.




2.
 
Island(s).




3.
 
Isle(s).













ISA

 
/ˌīˌesˈā/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 industry standard architecture, a standard for connecting computers and their peripherals


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an ISA expansion slot.



















Isaac

 
/ˈīzək/






(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Abraham and Sarah and father of Jacob and Esau.










Isabella

 
/ˌizəˈbelə/






noun



1.
 
another term for fox grape
 .




2.
 
a wine made from the fox grape.













Isabella I






(1451–1504), queen of Castile 1474–1504 and of Aragon 1479–1504. Her marriage in 1469 to Ferdinand of Aragon marked the beginning of the unification of Spain. They instituted the Spanish Inquisition in 1478 and supported the explorations of Christopher Columbus in 1492.









Isabella of France






(1292–1358), daughter of Philip IV of France and wife of Edward II of England 1308–27. She left England to return to France in 1325, where she and her lover, Roger de Mortimer, organized an invasion of England in 1326. They murdered Edward and replaced him with Isabella's son, Edward III.









isagogics

 
/ˌīsəˈɡäjiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
introductory study, especially of the literary and external history of the Bible prior to exegesis.








II.
 
derivatives





isagogic

 
/ˌīsəˈɡäjik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: plural of 
isagogic

 , via Latin from Greek 
eisagōgikos

 , from 
eisagōgē

 ‘introduction,’ from 
eis

 ‘into’ + 
agein

 ‘to lead.’





Isaiah

 
/īˈzāə/





I.
 
a major Hebrew prophet of Judah in the 8th century 
BC

 , who taught the supremacy of the God of Israel and emphasized the moral demands on worshipers.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Isaiah and, it is generally thought, those of at least one later prophet.









isallobar

 
/īˈsaləˌbär/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points at which the atmospheric pressure has changed by an equal amount during a specified time.








II.
 
derivatives





isallobaric

 
/īˌsaləˈbärik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + allo-
 ‘other’ + bar
 2
 .





isatin

 
/ˈīsədən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a red crystalline compound used in the manufacture of dyes.

[An indole derivative; chem. formula: C8
 H5
 NO2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
isatis

 ‘woad’ (from Greek) + -in
 1
 .





ISBN

 
/ˈˌī ˈˌes ˈˌbē ˈen/






abbreviation




international standard book number, a ten-digit number assigned to every book before publication, recording such details as language, provenance, and publisher.













ischemia

 
/isˈkēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 ischaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an inadequate blood supply to an organ or part of the body, especially the heart muscles.








II.
 
derivatives





ischemic

 
/isˈkēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (denoting the stanching of bleeding): modern Latin, from Greek 
iskhaimos

 ‘stopping blood,’ from 
iskhein

 ‘keep back’ + 
haima

 ‘blood.’





Ischia

 
/ˈiskēə/






an island in the Tyrrhenian Sea off the western coast of Italy, about 16 miles (26 km) west of Naples.









ischium

 
/ˈiskēəm/





I.
 
noun




the curved bone forming the base of each half of the pelvis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ischiadic

 
/ˌiskēˈadik /






adjective













2.
 
ischial

 
/ˈiskēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
iskhion

 ‘hip joint,’ later ‘ischium.’





ISDN






abbreviation




integrated services digital network.














Ise

 
/ˈēsā/






a city in Japan, on the central part of the island of Honshu, on Ise Bay; pop. 134,573 (2007).

Former name (until 1956) Ujiyamada
 .









-ise1






I.
 
suffix




chiefly British variant spelling of -ize
 .











usage:

 There are some verbs that must be spelled 
-ise

 and are not variants of the 
-ize

 ending. Most reflect a French influence: they include 
advertise

 , 
televise

 , 
compromise

 , and 
improvise

 . For more details, see usage at -ize
 .





-ise2






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns of quality, state, or function




•
 
expertise




•
 
franchise




•
 
merchandise.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-ise

 , from Latin 
-itia

 , 
-itium

 .





isentropic

 
/ˌīsənˈträpik ˌīzənˈträpik ˌīsənˈtōrpik/






adjective






[Physics]

 having equal entropy.













Iseult1


 
/iˈsôlt /

 
Isolde






a princess in medieval legend; known as 
Iseult the Fair

 . She was the daughter of the king of Ireland. Tristram was sent to seek her hand on behalf of his uncle, King Mark of Cornwall. En route back to Cornwall Tristram and Iseult mistakenly drank the love potion intended for the wedding night of Iseult and Mark and fell hopelessly in love. Iseult was bound to marry King Mark, but she and Tristram continued their affair until Mark became suspicious and Tristram had to flee. The tragic story is part of the body of Arthurian literature. Versions of the legend were told by Thomas of Brittany (
fl.

 12th cent.), Gottfried von Strassburg (
fl.

 12th–13th cent.), Alfred, Lord Tennyson, and Richard Wagner in his opera 
Tristan

 .










Iseult2


 
/iˈsôlt/






a princess in medieval legend; known as 
Iseult of the White Hands

 . She was the daughter of the king of Brittany and, in some versions of the legend, married Tristram after he was banished from Cornwall because of his love for Iseult the Fair.









Isfahan

 
/ˌisfəˈhän /

 
Esfahan
 , Ispahan






an industrial city in central Iran; pop. 1,602,110 (2006). It was the capital of Persia 1598–1722.









ish1


 
/iSH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an issue of a magazine, journal, etc.




•
 
the super duo appears in the latest ish.

















– origin

 1940s: informal abbreviation of issue
 .





ish2


 
/iSH/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “shit”




•
 
that ish was hard for me to watch.

















– origin

 1990s: alteration of shit
 .






-ish1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives:




2.
 
(from nouns) having the qualities or characteristics of




•
 
apish




•
 
girlish.










3.
 
of nationality or religious or ethnic group




•
 
Swedish




•
 
Amish




•
 
Flemish.










4.
 
(from adjectives) somewhat




•
 
yellowish.










5.
 


‹informal›

 denoting an approximate age or time of day




•
 
sixish.

















– origin

 Old English 
-isc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
-iskr

 , German and Dutch 
-isch

 , also to Greek 
-iskos

 (suffix forming diminutive nouns).





-ish2






I.
 
suffix




forming verbs such as 
abolish

 , 
establish

 .











– origin

 from French 
-iss-

 (from stems of verbs ending in 
-ir

 ), from Latin 
-isc-

 (suffix forming inceptive verbs); compare with -ish
 1
 .





Isherwood, Christopher

 
/ˈiSHərˌwo͝od/






(1904–86), US novelist; born in Britain; full name 
Christopher William Bradshaw Isherwood

 . Notable works: 
Mr. Norris Changes Trains

 (1935) and 
Goodbye to Berlin

 (1939; movie version: 
Cabaret

 , 1972).









Ishiguro, Kazuo

 
/ˌiSHiˈɡo͝oˌrō/






(1954–), British novelist; born in Japan. Notable works: 
An Artist of the Floating World

 (1986), 
The Remains of the Day

 (1989), and 
Never Let Me Go

 (2005).









Ishihara test

 
/iSHēˈhärə ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test for color-blindness in which the subject is asked to distinguish numbers or pathways printed in colored spots on a background of spots of a different color or colors.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Shinobu 
Ishihara

 (1879–1963), Japanese ophthalmologist.






Ishmael

 
/ˈiSHmāəl ˈiSHmēəl/






(in the Bible) a son of Abraham, by his wife Sarah's maid, Hagar, driven away with his mother after the birth of Sarah's son Isaac (Gen. 16:12). Ishmael (or Ismail) is also important in Islamic belief as the traditional ancestor of Muhammad and of the Arab peoples.









Ishmaelite

 
/ˈiSHmēəˌlīt ˈiSHˌmā(ə)ˌlīt/






noun




(in the Bible) a descendant of Ishmael, the eldest son of Abraham




•
 
a company of Ishmaelite merchants.



















Ishtar

 
/ˈiSHˌtär /

 

‹Near Eastern Mythology›







a Babylonian and Assyrian goddess of love and war whose name and functions correspond to those of the Phoenician goddess Astarte.









Isidore of Seville, St.

 
/ˈizəˌdôr əv səˈvil/






(
c.

 560–636), Spanish archbishop and doctor of the Church; also called 
Isidorus Hispalensis

 . He is noted for 
Etymologies

 , an encyclopedic work used by many medieval authors. Feast day, April 4.










ISIL

 
/ˈīsil /

 
Isil





I.
 
a militant Islamic fundamentalist group active particularly in Syria and Iraq.

Also called ISIS
 , Islamic State
 .







– origin

 early 21st cent.: acronym from 
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant

 .





isinglass

 
/ˈīzinˌɡlas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of gelatin obtained from fish, especially sturgeon, and used in making jellies, glue, etc., and for clarifying ale.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 mica or a similar material in thin transparent sheets.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration (by association with glass
 ) of obsolete Dutch 
huysenblas

 ‘sturgeon's bladder,’ from 
huysen

 ‘sturgeon’ + 
blas

 ‘bladder.’





Isis

 
/ˈīsis /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a goddess of fertility, wife of Osiris and mother of Horus. Her worship spread to western Asia, Greece, and Rome, where she was identified with various local goddesses.










ISIS

 
/ˈīsis /

 
Isis





I.
 
a militant Islamic fundamentalist group active particularly in Syria and Iraq.

Also called ISIL
 , Islamic State
 .







– origin

 early 21st cent.: acronym from 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria

 or 
Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham

 (‘Syria’ or ‘the Levant’).






isiXhosa

 
/isiˈkōsə isiˈkôsə/





I.
 
noun




the Bantu language of the Xhosa, one of the official languages of South Africa.




•
 
the attendees chatted quietly with each other in isiXhosa.














II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to isiXhosa




•
 
I attended isiXhosa classes




•
 
the isiXhosa language.

















– origin

 the name in isiXhosa.






isiZulu

 
/isiˈzo͞olo͞o/





I.
 
noun




the Bantu language of the Zulus, one of the official languages of South Africa.




•
 
some English sayings do not make sense in isiZulu, and vice versa.














II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to isiZulu




•
 
the isiZulu language




•
 
iziZulu speakers.

















– origin

 the name in isiZulu.






Iskenderun

 
/isˈkendəro͞on/






a port and naval base in southern Turkey, on the Mediterranean coast; pop. 177,300 (est. 2007).









isl.

 
Isl.






abbreviation




island or isle.














Islam

 
/isˈläm izˈläm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the religion of the Muslims, a monotheistic faith regarded as revealed through Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah.




2.
 
the Muslim world




•
 
the most enormous complex of fortifications in all Islam.











Founded in the Arabian peninsula in the 7th century 
AD

 , Islam is now the professed faith of more than a billion people worldwide, particularly in North Africa, the Middle East, and parts of Asia. The ritual observances and moral code of Islam were said to have been given to Muhammad as a series of revelations, which were codified in the Koran. Islam is regarded by its adherents as the last of the revealed religions, and Muhammad is seen as the last of the prophets, building on and perfecting the examples and teachings of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. There are two major branches in Islam: Sunni and Shia.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Islamization

 
/iˌsläməˈzāSH(ə)n iˌzläməˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
Islamize

 
/ˈisləˌmīz, ˈiz- /






verb



















– origin

 from Arabic 
'islām

 ‘submission,’ from 
'aslama

 ‘submit (to God).’





Islamabad

 
/izˈlaməˌbad/






the capital of Pakistan, a modern planned city in the north of the country; pop. 673,800 (est. 2009). It replaced Rawalpindi as the capital in 1967.









Islamic

 
/isˈlämik izˈlämik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Islam




•
 
the Islamic world




•
 
Islamic law.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Islamicization

 
/isˌlämisiˈzāSHən, iz- /






noun













2.
 
Islamicize

 
/isˈlämiˌsīz, iz- /






verb





















Islamic Jihad

 
/isˈlämik jiˈhad, -ˈhäd, iz- /

 
Jehad






a Muslim fundamentalist group within the Shiite Hezbollah association.










Islamic State






a militant Islamic fundamentalist group active particularly in Syria and Iraq.

Also called ISIL
 , ISIS
 .









Islamism

 
/isˈläˌmizəm /

 
Islamicism






noun




Islamic militancy or fundamentalism.













Islamist

 
/ˈizlaməst/





I.
 
noun




an advocate or supporter of Islamic militancy or fundamentalism




•
 
radical Islamists.














II.
 
adjective




relating to, advocating, or supporting Islamic militancy or fundamentalism




•
 
hardline Islamist groups




•
 
Islamist ideology.



















Islamophobia

 
/izˌläməˈfōbēə iˌsläməˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




dislike of or prejudice against Islam or Muslims, especially as a political force.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Islamophobe

 
/izˈläməˌfōb iˈsläməˌfōb /






noun













2.
 
Islamophobic

 
/izˌläməˈfōbik iˌsläməˈfōbik /






adjective



















– origin

 from 
Islam

 + 
-o-

 + 
phobia

 .





island

 
/ˈīlənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of land surrounded by water.




2.
 
a thing resembling an island, especially in being isolated, detached, or surrounded in some way




•
 
the university is the last island of democracy in this country.










3.
 
a freestanding kitchen cupboard unit with a countertop, allowing access from all sides.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a detached portion of tissue or group of cells.

Compare with islet
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 make into or like an island; place or enclose on or as on an island; isolate




•
 
islanded among the new stores, these houses were valuable property.




•
 
the house where she has been islanded.

















– origin

 Old English 
īegland

 , from 
īeg

 ‘island’ (from a base meaning ‘watery, watered’) + land
 . The change in the spelling of the first syllable in the 16th cent. was due to association with the unrelated word isle
 .






Island

 
/ˈēsland/






Icelandic name for Iceland
 .









island arc






noun






[Geology]

 a curved chain of volcanic islands located at a tectonic plate margin, typically with a deep ocean trench on the convex side.













islander

 
/ˈīləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of an island.













island-hop

 
/ˈīləndˌhäp/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
island-hopping

 )


1.
 
travel from one island to another, especially as a tourist in an area of small islands.













Islands of the Blessed






(in classical mythology) a land, typically located near the place where the sun sets, to which the souls of the good were taken to enjoy a life of eternal bliss.









island state






noun




an island governed by a single autonomous body




•
 
the island state of Tasmania on the south.




















isle

 
/īl/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 an island or peninsula, especially a small one




•
 
Crusoe's fabled isle




•
 [in 
place names

 ]
 
the British Isles.

















– origin

 Middle English 
ile

 , from Old French, from Latin 
insula

 . The spelling with 
s

 (also in 15th-cent. French) is influenced by Latin.






Isle of Man

 
/ˌīl əv ˈman/






an island in the Irish Sea that is a British Crown colony with home rule; pop. 82,800 (2009); capital, Douglas. Its ancient language, Manx, is still occasionally used for ceremonial purposes.










Isle of Wight

 
/ˌīl əv ˈwīt/






an island in England, off the southern coast, a county since 1974; pop. 131,700 (est. 2009); administrative center, Newport.









Isle Royale

 
/ˌīl ˈroiəl/






an island in Michigan, in western Lake Superior, near Grand Portage in Minnesota. Part of a national park, it is noted for its wildlife.










islet

 
/ˈīlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small island.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a portion of tissue structurally distinct from surrounding tissues.




3.
 
(
islets

 )
 — short for islets of Langerhans
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, diminutive of 
isle

 (see isle
 ).






islets of Langerhans

 
/ˈlaNGərˌhanz, ˈläNGərˌhäns /

 
islands of Langerhans





I.
 
plural noun




groups of pancreatic cells secreting insulin and glucagon.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Paul 
Langerhans

 (1847–88), the German anatomist who first described them.





Islip

 
/ˈīslip/






a town on the south shore of Long Island, New York; pop. 336,292 (est. 2008).









ism

 
/ˈizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a distinctive practice, system, or philosophy, typically a political ideology or an artistic movement




•
 
of all the isms, fascism is the most repressive.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: independent usage of -ism
 .






-ism





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting an action or its result




•
 
baptism




•
 
exorcism.










3.
 
denoting a state or quality




•
 
barbarism.










4.
 
denoting a system, principle, or ideological movement




•
 
Anglicanism




•
 
feminism




•
 
hedonism.










5.
 
denoting a basis for prejudice or discrimination




•
 
racism.










6.
 
denoting a peculiarity in language




•
 
colloquialism




•
 
Canadianism.










7.
 
denoting a pathological condition




•
 
alcoholism.

















– origin

 from French 
-isme

 , via Latin from Greek 
-ismos

 , 
-isma

 .





Ismail

 
/ˌismäˈēl/






Arabic spelling of Ishmael
 .









Ismaili

 
/ˌismāˈilē/






noun




a member of a branch of Shiite Muslims that seceded from the main group in the 8th century because of their belief that Ismail, the son of the sixth Shiite imam, should have become the seventh imam.














Ismail Samani Peak

 
/ˈismīl səˌmänē ˈpēk/





I.
 
one of the principal peaks in the Pamir Mountains of Tajikistan, rising to 24,590 feet (7,495 m). It was the highest mountain in the former Soviet Union. Former names: 
Mount Garmo

 (until 1933), 
Stalin Peak

 (1933–62), 
Communism Peak

 (1962–98).







– origin

 named after the 9th-century founder of the Tajik nation.





isn't

 
/ˈiz(ə)nt/






contraction




is not.













ISO






abbreviation




International Organization for Standardization.














iso-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
equal




•
 
isochron




•
 
isosceles.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (chiefly of hydrocarbons) isomeric




•
 
isooctane.

















– origin

 from Greek 
isos

 ‘equal.’





isoagglutination

 
/ˌīsōəɡlo͞otnˈāSHən/






noun






[Physiology]

 agglutination of sperms, erythrocytes, or other cells of an individual caused by a substance from another individual of the same species.













isobar

 
/ˈīsəˌbär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points having the same atmospheric pressure at a given time or on average over a given period.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a curve or formula representing a physical system at constant pressure.




3.
 


[Physics]

 each of two or more isotopes of different elements, with the same atomic weight.








II.
 
derivatives





isobaric

 
/ˌīsəˈbärik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
isobaros

 ‘of equal weight,’ from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
baros

 ‘weight.’






isobutane

 
/ˌīsəˈbyo͞otān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a gaseous hydrocarbon isomeric with butane.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CH(CH3
 )2
 .]













isobutylene

 
/ˌīsəˈbyo͞odlˌēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an easily liquefied hydrocarbon gas, (CH3
 )2
 C=CH2
 , used in the making of butyl rubber.













isocheim

 
/ˈīsəˌkīm/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points having the same average temperature in winter.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
kheima

 ‘winter weather.’





isochromatic

 
/ˌīsəkrəˈmadik/






adjective




of a single color.













isochron

 
/ˈīsəˌkrän/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Geology]

 a line on a diagram or map connecting points relating to the same time or equal times.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘isochronous’): from Greek 
isokhronos

 , from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
khronos

 ‘time.’





isochronous

 
/īˈsäkrənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring at the same time.




2.
 
occupying equal time.








II.
 
derivatives





isochronously






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘equal in duration or in frequency’): from modern Latin 
isochronus

 (from Greek 
isokhronos

 , from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
khronos

 ‘time’) + -ous
 .





isoclinal

 
/ˌīsəˈklīnl ˌīsōˈklīnl/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 denoting a fold of strata so acute that the two limbs are parallel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting ‘equal magnetic inclination’): from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
klinein

 ‘to lean, slope’ + -al
 .





isocline

 
/ˈīsəˌklīn/





I.
 
noun




a line on a diagram or map connecting points of equal gradient or inclination.








II.
 
derivatives





isoclinic

 
/ˌīsəˈklinik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (denoting an isoclinal line or fold): from Greek 
isoklinēs

 ‘equally balanced,’ from 
klinein

 ‘to lean, slope.’





isoclinic line

 
/ˌīsəˌklinik ˈlīn/






noun




a line on a map connecting points where the dip of the earth's magnetic field is the same.













isocratic

 
/ˌīsəˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a chromatographic method) involving a mobile phase whose composition is kept constant and uniform.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
isokratia

 ‘equality of power’ (from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
kratos

 ‘strength’) + -ic
 .





isodiametric

 
/ˌīsōˌdīəˈmetrik/






adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 (of a cell, spore, etc.) roughly spherical or polyhedral.













isodynamic

 
/ˌīsədīˈnamik/






adjective






[Geography]

 indicating or connecting points on the earth's surface at which the intensity of the magnetic force is the same.













isoelectric

 
/ˌīsōəˈlektrik/






adjective




having or involving no net electric charge or difference in electrical potential.













isoelectric focusing






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a technique of electrophoresis in which the resolution is improved by maintaining a pH gradient between the electrodes.













isoelectronic

 
/ˌīsō-ilekˈtränik, -ˌēlek-/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having the same numbers of electrons or the same electronic structure.













isoenzyme

 
/ˌīsōˈenzīm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for isozyme
 .














isogamy

 
/īˈsäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 sexual reproduction by the fusion of similar gametes.

Compare with anisogamy
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isogamete

 
/ˌīsōˈɡamēt ˌīsōˌɡəˈmēt /






noun













2.
 
isogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
-gamia

 (from 
gamos

 ‘marriage’).





isogenic

 
/ˌīsəˈjenik/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of organisms) having the same or closely similar genotypes.













isogeotherm

 
/ˌīsəˈjēəTHərm/





I.
 
noun






[Geography]

 a line or surface on a diagram connecting points representing those in the interior of the earth having the same temperature.








II.
 
derivatives





isogeothermal

 
/-ˌjēəˈTHərməl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + geo-
 ‘earth’ + Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat.’





isogloss

 
/ˈīsəɡlôːs/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a line on a dialect map marking the boundary between linguistic features.








II.
 
derivatives





isoglossal

 
/ˌīsəˈɡlôsəl, -ˈɡläsəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
glōssa

 ‘tongue, word.’





isogonic

 
/ˌīsəˈɡänik /

 
isogonal





I.
 
adjective






[Geography]

 indicating or connecting points of the earth's surface at which the magnetic declination is the same.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
isogōnios

 ‘equiangular’ + -ic
 .





isohel

 
/ˈīsəˌhel/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points having the same duration of sunshine.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
hēlios

 ‘sun.’





isohyet

 
/ˌīsəˈhīət/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points having the same amount of rainfall in a given period.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
huetos

 ‘rain.’





isokinetic

 
/ˌīsōkəˈnedik/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by or producing a constant speed.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 of or relating to muscular action with a constant rate of movement.














isolate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈīsəˌlāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a person or place) to be or remain alone or apart from others




•
 
a country that is 
isolated from

 the rest of the world.










2.
 
identify (something) and examine or deal with it separately




•
 
you can't isolate stress from the management context.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Biology]

 obtain or extract (a compound, microorganism, etc.) in a pure form.




4.
 
cut off the electrical or other connection to (something, especially a part of a supply network).




5.
 
place (a person or animal) in quarantine as a precaution against infectious or contagious disease.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/īsələt /



1.
 
a person or thing that has been or become isolated




•
 
social isolates often become careless of their own welfare.










2.
 


[Biology]

 a culture of microorganisms isolated for study.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isolable

 
/ˈīs(ə)ləb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
isolatable






adjective













3.
 
isolator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a verb): back-formation from isolated
 .






isolated

 
/ˈīsəˌlādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
far away from other places, buildings, or people; remote




•
 
isolated farms and villages.










2.
 
having minimal contact or little in common with others




•
 
he lived a very isolated existence.










3.
 
single; exceptional




•
 
they were isolated incidents.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
isolé

 , from Italian 
isolato

 , from late Latin 
insulatus

 ‘made into an island,’ from Latin 
insula

 ‘island.’





isolating

 
/ˈīsəˌlādiNG/






adjective




(of a language) tending to have each element as an independent word without inflections.













isolation

 
/ˌīsəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or fact of isolating or being isolated




•
 
the isolation of older people.










2.
 
an instance of isolating something, especially a compound or microorganism.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a hospital or ward for patients with contagious or infectious diseases.








II.
 
phrases





in isolation






without relation to other people or things; separately




•
 
environmental problems must not be seen 
in isolation from

 social ones.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from isolate
 , partly on the pattern of French 
isolation

 .





isolationism

 
/ˌīsəˈlāSHəˌnizəm/






noun




a policy of remaining apart from the affairs or interests of other groups, especially the political affairs of other countries.













isolationist

 
/ˌīsəˈlāSHənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person favoring a policy of remaining apart from the affairs or interests of other groups, especially the political affairs of other countries




•
 
there was intense opposition to the proposal from isolationists.














II.
 
adjective




favoring a policy of remaining apart from the affairs or interests of other groups




•
 
the country pursued an isolationist policy.



















Isolde

 
/iˈzôld/






another name for Iseult
 2
 .









isoleucine

 
/ˌīsəˈlo͞osēn, -sin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophobic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CH2
 CH(CH3
 )CH(NH2
 )COOH.]













isoline

 
/ˈīsəˌlīn/






noun




another term for isopleth
 .














isomer

 
/ˈīsəmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 each of two or more compounds with the same formula but a different arrangement of atoms in the molecule and different properties.




2.
 


[Physics]

 each of two or more atomic nuclei that have the same atomic number and the same mass number but different energy states.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isomeric

 
/ˌīsəˈmerik /






adjective













2.
 
isomerism

 
/īˈsäməˌrizəm /






noun













3.
 
isomerize

 
/īˈsäməˌrīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
isomerēs

 ‘sharing equally,’ from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
meros

 ‘a share.’





isomerase

 
/īˈsämərās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the conversion of a specified compound to an isomer.













isomerous

 
/īˈsämərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 having or composed of parts that are similar in number or position.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
isomerēs

 (see isomer
 ) + -ous
 .





isometric

 
/ˌīsəˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or having equal dimensions.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 of, relating to, or denoting muscular action in which tension is developed without contraction of the muscle.




3.
 
(in technical or architectural drawing) incorporating a method of showing projection or perspective in which the three principal dimensions are represented by three axes 120° apart.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a transformation) without change of shape or size.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isometrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
isometry

 
/īˈsämətrē /






noun





isometric
 (
sense

 4)



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
isometria

 ‘equality of measure’ (from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
-metria

 ‘measuring’) + -ic
 .





isometrics

 
/ˌīsəˈmetriks/






plural noun




a system of physical exercises in which muscles are caused to act against each other or against a fixed object. Also called 
isometric exercise

 .













isomorphic

 
/ˌīsəˈmôrfik /

 
isomorphous





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
corresponding or similar in form and relations.




2.
 
having the same crystalline form.








II.
 
derivatives





isomorphism

 
/ˌīsōˈmôrˌfizəm /






noun





















-ison





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) equivalent to -ation
 (as in 
comparison

 , 
jettison

 ).











– origin

 from Old French 
-aison

 , 
-eison

 , etc., from Latin 
-atio(n)-

 .





isoniazid

 
/ˌīsəˈnīəzəd/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as a bacteriostatic drug, chiefly to treat tuberculosis.

[A derivative of nicotinic acid and hydrazine; chem. formula: C5
 H5
 NCONHNH2
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + 
ni(cotinic)

 + 
(hydr)azine

 + -ide
 .






isooctane

 
/ˌīsōˈäktān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid hydrocarbon present in petroleum. It serves as a standard in the system of octane numbers.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )3
 CCH2
 CH(CH3
 )CH3
 .]













isopach

 
/ˈīsəˌpak/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a line on a map or diagram connecting points beneath which a particular stratum or group of strata has the same thickness.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
pakhus

 ‘thick.’






isopleth

 
/ˈīsəpleTH ˈīsōˌpleTH/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points having equal incidence of a specified meteorological feature.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
isoplēthēs

 ‘equal in quantity,’ from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
plēthos

 ‘multitude, quantity.’





isopod

 
/ˈīsəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a crustacean of the order 
Isopoda

 , such as a wood louse.













Isopoda

 
/īˈsäpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of crustaceans that includes the terrestrial wood lice and several marine and freshwater parasites. They have a flattened segmented body with seven similar pairs of legs.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





isoprenaline

 
/ˌīsəˈprenlˌēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for isoproterenol
 .











– origin

 1950s: from elements of the systematic name 
N-isopropylnoradrenaline

 .






isoprene

 
/ˈīsəˌprēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile liquid hydrocarbon obtained from petroleum, whose molecule forms the basic structural unit of natural and synthetic rubbers.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 C(CH3
 )CHCH2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from iso-
 ‘equal’ + 
pr(opyl)ene

 .






isopropanol

 
/ˌīsəˈprōpəˌnôl, -ˌnäl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid alcohol, used as a solvent and in the industrial production of acetone.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CHOHCH3
 .]














isopropyl

 
/ˌīsəˈprōpəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the alkyl radical —CH(CH3
 )2
 , derived from propane by removal of a hydrogen atom from the middle carbon atom.













isopropyl alcohol






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for isopropanol
 .














isoproterenol

 
/ˌīsəprōˈterəˌnôl, -ˌnäl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic derivative of adrenaline, used for the relief of bronchial asthma and pulmonary emphysema.











– origin

 1950s: from elements of the semisystematic name 
N-isopropylarterenol

 .





Isoptera

 
/īˈsäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the termites.




II.
 
derivatives





isopteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





isopycnal

 
/ˌīsəˈpiknl/





I.
 
adjective






[Oceanography]

 (especially of an imaginary line or surface on a map or chart) connecting points in the ocean where the water has the same density.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
puknos

 ‘dense’ + -al
 .





isopycnic

 
/ˌīsəˈpiknik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 of or denoting ultracentrifugal separation techniques making use of differences in density between the components of a mixture.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
puknos

 ‘dense’ + -ic
 .





isorhythmic

 
/ˌīsəˈriT͟Hmik/






adjective






[Music]

 (of a composition or part) in which the rhythm is often repeated but the pitch of the notes is varied each time.













isosbestic point

 
/ˌīsəsˈbestik ˌpoint/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a wavelength at which the absorption of light by a mixed solution remains constant as the equilibrium between the components in the solution changes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
isosbestic

 from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
sbestos

 ‘extinguished’ (from 
sbennunai

 ‘quench’) + -ic
 .





isosceles

 
/īˈsäsəˌlēz/





I.
 
adjective




(of a triangle) having two sides of equal length.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
isoskelēs

 , from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
skelos

 ‘leg.’





isoseismal

 
/ˌīsəˈsīzməl/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting lines on a map connecting places where an earthquake was experienced with equal strength.








II.
 
derivatives





isoseismic

 
/-mik /






adjective





















isosmotic

 
/ˌīsäzˈmätik, -säs-/






adjective






[Biology]

 having the same osmotic pressure.













isospin

 
/ˈīsəˌspin/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a vector quantity or quantum number assigned to subatomic particles and atomic nuclei and having values such that similar particles differing only in charge-related properties (independent of the strong interaction between particles) can be treated as different states of a single particle.











– origin

 1960s: contraction of 
isotopic spin

 , 
isobaric spin

 .





isostasy

 
/īˈsästəsē/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the equilibrium that exists between parts of the earth's crust, which behaves as if it consists of blocks floating on the underlying mantle, rising if material (such as an ice cap) is removed and sinking if material is deposited.








II.
 
derivatives





isostatic

 
/ˌīsəˈstadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
stasis

 ‘station.’





isotactic

 
/ˌīsəˈtaktik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a polymer) in which all the repeating units have the same stereochemical configuration.











– origin

 1950s: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
taktos

 ‘arranged’ + -ic
 .





isothere

 
/ˈīsəˌTHir/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a line on a map connecting points having the same average temperature in summer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
isothère

 , from Greek 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
theros

 ‘summer.’





isotherm

 
/ˈīsəˌTHərm ˈīsōˌTHərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line on a map connecting points having the same temperature at a given time or on average over a given period.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a curve on a diagram joining points representing states or conditions of equal temperature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isothermal

 
/ˌīsəˈTHərm(ə)l /






adjective, noun













2.
 
isothermally

 
/ˌīsəˈTHərməlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
isotherme

 , from Greek 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
thermē

 ‘heat.’





isothiocyanate

 
/ˌīsōˌTHī-ōˈsīənāt, -nit/






noun




a family of organic compounds found in tangy herbs such as horseradish, mustard, and onions. They have several patented applications including use as a pesticide, and their presence in the diet is thought to help prevent cancer in humans.













isotonic

 
/ˌīsəˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of muscle action) taking place with normal contraction.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 denoting or relating to a solution having the same osmotic pressure as some other solution, especially one in a cell or a body fluid.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a drink) containing essential salts and minerals in the same concentration as in the body and intended to replace those lost as a result of sweating during vigorous exercise.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isotonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
isotonicity

 
/-təˈnisitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a musical term designating a system of tuning, characterized by equal intervals): from Greek 
isotonos

 , from 
isos

 ‘equal’ + 
tonos

 ‘tone.’





isotope

 
/ˈīsəˌtōp/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two or more forms of the same element that contain equal numbers of protons but different numbers of neutrons in their nuclei, and hence differ in relative atomic mass but not in chemical properties; in particular, a radioactive form of an element.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isotopic

 
/ˌīsəˈtäpik /






adjective













2.
 
isotopically

 
/ˌīsəˈtäpik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
isotopy

 
/ˈīsəˌtäpē ˈīsəˌtōpē īˈsädəpē /






noun



















– origin

 1913: coined by F. Soddy, from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
topos

 ‘place’ (because the isotopes occupy the same place in the periodic table of elements).





isotropic

 
/ˌīsəˈträpik ˌīsəˈtrōpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 (of an object or substance) having a physical property that has the same value when measured in different directions.

Often contrasted with anisotropic
 .




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a property or phenomenon) not varying in magnitude according to the direction of measurement.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
isotropically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
isotropy

 
/īˈsätrəpē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from iso-
 ‘equal’ + Greek 
tropos

 ‘a turn’ + -ic
 .






isozyme

 
/ˈīsəˌzīm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 each of two or more enzymes with identical function but different structure.













ISP

 
/īesˈpēː/






abbreviation




Internet Service Provider.













I spy

 
/ī spī/






noun




a children's game in which one player specifies the first letter of an object they can see, the other players then having to guess the identity of this object.













Israel1


 
/ˈizrēəl ˈizˌrāl/





I.
 
a country in the Middle East, on the Mediterranean Sea; pop. 7,233,700 (est. 2009); capital (not recognized as such by the United Nations), Jerusalem; languages, Hebrew (official), English, and Arabic.





The modern state of Israel was established as a Jewish homeland in 1948, on land that was at that time part of the British mandated territory of Palestine. Israel was immediately attacked by the surrounding Arab states, which it defeated. The continuing conflict with the neighbouring Arabs, mainly over the rights of the Palestinians displaced from their homes or living under Israeli rule, has caused continual tension and intermittent terrorist and military activity. Further wars occurred in 1956, 1967, and 1973, which resulted in Israeli occupation of eastern Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights. In 1993, Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization signed an agreement for limited Palestinian autonomy in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, but this proved unsuccessful in bringing about an end to conflict. See also Palestine
 . / 
– origin

 1940s: from Israel
 2
 .






Israel2


 
/ˈizrēəl ˈizˌrāl/





I.
 
(also 
children of Israel

 )
 — the Hebrew nation or people. According to tradition, they are descended from the patriarch Jacob (also named Israel), whose twelve sons became founders of the twelve tribes of ancient Israel.

See also Tribes of Israel
 .




II.
 
the northern kingdom of the Hebrews (
c.

 930–721 
BC

 ), formed after the reign of Solomon, whose inhabitants were carried away to captivity in Assyria.

See also Judah
 (
sense

 2).







– origin

 Old English: from Hebrew 
Yiśrā'ēl

 ‘he that strives with God’ (see Gen. 32:28).





Israeli

 
/izˈrālē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the modern country of Israel.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Israel, or a person of Israeli descent.













Israelite

 
/ˈizrēəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the ancient Hebrew nation, especially in the period from the Exodus to the Babylonian Captivity (
c.

 12th to 6th centuries 
BC

 ).




2.
 
old-fashioned and sometimes offensive term for Jew
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Israelites.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
Israēlitēs

 .





Israfil

 
/ˈizrəˌfēl/






(in Muslim tradition) the angel of music, who will sound the trumpet on Judgment Day.









Issa

 
/ēˈsä, iˈsä/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Somali people living in Djibouti.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Issa.











– origin

 the name in Somali.





Issachar

 
/ˈisəˌkär/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and Leah (Gen. 30:18).




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from Issachar.










issei

 
/ˈēsā/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a Japanese immigrant to North America.

Compare with nisei
 and sansei
 .











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘first generation.’





ISSN






abbreviation




international standard serial number, an eight-digit number assigned to many serial publications such as newspapers, magazines, annuals, and series of books.













issuance

 
/ˈiSH(y)o͞oəns/






noun



1.
 
the action of supplying or distributing something, especially for official purposes




•
 
construction cannot be commenced prior to the issuance of a building permit




•
 
issuance of government bonds.










2.
 
the action of formally making something known




•
 
issuance of a public notice




•
 
the president announced the issuance of new guidelines.



















issuant

 
/ˈiSHo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 or 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of the upper part of an animal) shown rising up or out from another bearing, especially from the bottom of a chief or from behind a fess.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from issue
 + -ant
 (on the pattern of French present participles ending in 
-ant

 ).






issue

 
/ˈiSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an important topic or problem for debate or discussion




•
 
the issue of global warming




•
 
money is not an issue.










2.
 
(issues)
 — personal problems or difficulties




•
 
a nice guy with a great sense of humor and not too many issues.










3.
 
(
issues

 )
 — problems or difficulties, especially with a service or facility




•
 
a small number of users are experiencing connectivity issues.










4.
 
the action of supplying or distributing an item for use, sale, or official purposes




•
 
the issue of promissory notes by the bank.










5.
 
each of a regular series of publications




•
 
the December issue of the magazine.










6.
 
a number or set of items distributed at one time




•
 
a share issue has been launched.










7.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 children of one's own




•
 
he died without male issue.










8.
 
the action of flowing or coming out




•
 
the point of issue




•
 
an issue of blood.










9.
 


‹dated›

 a result or outcome of something




•
 
the chance of carrying such a scheme to a successful issue was small.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — supply or distribute (something)




•
 
licenses were 
issued

 indiscriminately 
to

 any company.










2.
 
(
issue someone with

 )
 — supply someone with (something).




3.
 
formally send out or make known




•
 
the minister issued a statement.










4.
 
put (something) on sale or into general use




•
 
Christmas stamps to be issued in November.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
issue from

 )
 — come, go, or flow out from




•
 
exotic smells issued from a nearby building.










6.
 
result or be derived from




•
 
the struggles of history issue from the divided heart of humanity.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at issue






under discussion; in dispute.









2.
 
make an issue of






treat too seriously or as a problem.









3.
 
take issue with






disagree with; challenge




•
 
she takes issue with the notion of crime as unique to contemporary society.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
issuable






adjective













2.
 
issueless

 
/ˈiSH(y)o͞oləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘outflowing’): from Old French, based on Latin 
exitus

 , past part. of 
exire

 ‘go out.’





issue-based

 
issues-based






adjective




based on or concerned with specific problems or concerns rather than an overall ideology




•
 
issue-based politics




•
 
she wanted to pursue an issue-based agenda.



















issuer

 
/ˈiSH(y)o͞o(w)ər/






noun




a person or company that supplies or distributes something




•
 
issuers of mortgage-backed bonds




•
 
write down the monthly interest rate your card issuer charges.



















ist

 
/ist/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a follower of a distinctive practice, system, or philosophy, typically a political ideology or an artistic movement




•
 
you can't be born an ist.



















IST






abbreviation




insulin shock therapy.














-ist

 
/əst, ist/





I.
 
suffix

 — [
forming personal nouns and some related adjectives

 :]


1.
 
denoting an adherent of a system of beliefs, principles, etc., expressed by nouns ending in -
ism






•
 
hedonist




•
 
Buddhist.







See -ism
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
denoting a person who subscribes to a prejudice or practices discrimination




•
 
sexist.










3.
 
denoting a member of a profession or business activity




•
 
dentist




•
 
dramatist




•
 
florist.










4.
 
denoting a person who uses a thing




•
 
flutist




•
 
motorist.










5.
 
denoting a person who does something expressed by a verb ending in 
-ize






•
 
plagiarist.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-iste

 , Latin 
-ista

 , from Greek 
-istēs

 .






-ista





I.
 
suffix






‹informal›

 forming nouns denoting a person associated with a particular activity, often with a humorous intent




•
 
fashionista.

















– origin

 from the Spanish suffix 
-ista

 , as in 
Sandinista

 .






Istanbul

 
/ˌistanˈbo͞ol ˈistanˌbo͞ol/





I.
 
a port in Turkey on the Bosporus that straddles Europe and Asia; pop. 10,757,300 (est. 2007). Formerly the Roman city of Constantinople 330–1453, it was built on the site of the ancient Greek city of Byzantium. It was captured by the Ottoman Turks in 1453 and was the capital of Turkey from that time until 1923.







– origin

 Turkish, from Greek 
eis tēn polin

 ‘into the city.’





isth.

 
Isth.






abbreviation




isthmus.













isthmian

 
/ˈismēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an isthmus.




2.
 
(
Isthmian

 )
 — of or relating to the Isthmus of Corinth in southern Greece or the Isthmus of Panama.













isthmus

 
/ˈisməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow strip of land with sea on either side, forming a link between two larger areas of land.




2.
 
(
pl.

 isthmi )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a narrow organ, passage, or piece of tissue connecting two larger parts.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
isthmos

 .





ISV






abbreviation



1.
 
independent software vendor.




2.
 
International Scientific Vocabulary.














it

 
/it/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
used to refer to a thing previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
a room with two beds in it




•
 
this approach is refreshing because it breaks down barriers.










2.
 
referring to an animal or child of unspecified sex




•
 
she was holding the baby, cradling it and smiling into its face.










3.
 
referring to a fact or situation previously mentioned, known, or happening




•
 
stop it, you're hurting me.










4.
 
used to identify a person




•
 
it's me




•
 
it's a boy!










5.
 
used in the normal subject position in statements about time, distance, or weather




•
 
it's half past five




•
 
it was two miles to the island




•
 
it is raining.










6.
 
used in the normal subject or object position when a more specific subject or object is given later in the sentence




•
 
it is impossible to assess the problem




•
 
she found it interesting to learn about their strategy.










7.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — used to emphasize a following part of a sentence




•
 
it is the child who is the victim.










8.
 
the situation or circumstances; things in general




•
 
no one can stay here—it's too dangerous now




•
 
he would like to see you right away if it's convenient.










9.
 
exactly what is needed or desired




•
 
they thought they were it




•
 
you've either got it or you haven't.










10.
 
(usu. 
“it”

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 sex appeal




•
 
he's still got “it.”










11.
 
sexual intercourse.




12.
 
[
attrib.

 ] (
It

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting a person or thing that is exceptionally fashionable, popular, or successful at a particular time




•
 
they were Hollywood's 
It couple






•
 
a chef who worked in one of the ‘It’ restaurants in Copenhagen.







[after It girl
 .]




13.
 
(usu. 
“it”

 )
 — (in children's games) the player who has to catch the others.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at it






see at
 1
 .









2.
 
that's it





a.
 
that is the main point or difficulty




•
 
“Is she going?” “That's just it—she can't make up her mind.”










b.
 
that is enough or the end




•
 
okay, that's it, you've cried long enough.















3.
 
this is it





a.
 
the expected event is about to happen




•
 
this is it—the big sale.










b.
 
this is enough or the end




•
 
this is it, I'm going.










c.
 
this is the main point or difficulty.















– origin

 Old English 
hit

 , neuter of he
 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
het

 .





IT

 
/ˈˌī ˈtē/






noun




short for information technology
 :




•
 
the development and use of IT are certain to bring about changes in education




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
basic IT skills.



















ital.






abbreviation




italic (used as an instruction for a typesetter).













Italian

 
/iˈtalyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Italy, or a person of Italian descent.




2.
 
the Romance language of Italy, also one of the official languages of Switzerland.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Italy, its people, or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Italianize

 
/iˈtalyənīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Italian 
italiano

 , from 
Italia

 ‘Italy.’





Italian American





I.
 
noun




an American who is of Italian descent




•
 
second-generation Italian Americans.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting Italian Americans




•
 
an Italian-American neighborhood.



















Italianate

 
/əˈtalyəˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective




Italian in character or appearance




•
 
an Italianate staircase with triple loggia.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
italianato

 , from 
Italia

 ‘Italy.’





Italianism

 
/iˈtalyəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
an Italian characteristic, expression, or custom.




2.
 
attachment to Italy or Italian ideas or practices.














Italian parsley






noun




another term for flat-leafed parsley
 .













italic

 
/iˈtalik īˈtalik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Printing]

 of the sloping kind of typeface used especially for emphasis or distinction and in foreign words.




2.
 


[Printing]

 (of handwriting) modeled on 16th-century Italian handwriting, typically cursive and sloping and with elliptical or pointed letters.








II.
 
noun




an italic typeface or letter




•
 
the key words are 
in italics

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘Italian’): via Latin from Greek 
Italikos

 , from 
Italia

 ‘Italy.’ Senses relating to writing date from the early 17th cent.





Italic

 
/iˈtalik, īˈtal-/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the branch of Indo-European languages that includes Latin, Oscan, Umbrian, and the Romance languages.








II.
 
noun




the Italic group of languages.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Italikos

 , from 
Italia

 ‘Italy.’





italicize

 
/iˈtaləˌsīz īˈtaləˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set (text) in italics




•
 
she italicized the title




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
use this key to italicize.














II.
 
derivatives





italicization

 
/iˌtalisiˈzāSHən /






noun





















Italo-






combining form



1.
 
Italian; Italian and …




•
 
Italophile




•
 
Italo-Grecian.










2.
 
relating to Italy.













Italy

 
/ˈidəlē/





I.
 
a country in southern Europe; pop. 58,126,200 (est. 2009); capital, Rome; official language, Italian. Italian name 
Italia

 .





Successor to Rome, Italy achieved unification in the 19th century. It entered World War I on the Allied side in 1915. In 1922, the country was taken over by Fascist dictator Mussolini; participation in support of Germany during World War II resulted in defeat and Mussolini's downfall. Italy was a founding member of the EEC.





ITAR-Tass

 
/ˌētär ˈtäs/





I.
 
the official news agency of Russia, founded in 1925 in Leningrad as Tass, and renamed in 1992.







– origin

 from the initials of Russian 
Informatsionnoe telegrafnoe agentstvo Rossii

 ‘Information Telegraph Agency of Russia,’ + Tass
 .





itch

 
/iCH/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an uncomfortable sensation on the skin that causes a desire to scratch.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a restless or strong desire


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the itch to write fiction.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a skin disease or condition of which itching is a symptom.




4.
 
(
the itch

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 scabies.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the site of or cause an itch




•
 
the bite itched like crazy.










2.
 
(of a person) experience an itch.




3.
 


‹informal›

 feel a restless or strong desire to do something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
your hands itch to take the wheel.














III.
 
phrases





an itching palm








‹informal›

 an avaricious nature.















– origin

 Old English 
gycce

 (noun), 
gyccan

 (verb); related to Dutch 
jeuk

 (noun) and Dutch 
jeuken

 , German 
jucken

 (verb).





itch mite

 
/iCH mīt/






noun




a parasitic mite that burrows under the skin, causing scabies in humans and sarcoptic mange in animals.

[
Sarcoptes scabiei

 , family 
Sarcoptidae

 .]













itchy

 
/ˈiCHē/





I.
 
adjective




having or causing an itch




•
 
dry, itchy skin




•
 
an itchy rash.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or have) itchy feet








‹informal›

 have or develop a strong urge to travel or move from place to place.









2.
 
an itchy palm








‹informal›

 an avaricious nature.












III.
 
derivatives





itchiness

 
/ˈiCHēnəs /






noun





















it'd

 
/ˈidəd/






contraction



1.
 
it had




•
 
it'd been there for years.










2.
 
it would




•
 
it'd be great to see you.




















-ite1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming names denoting natives of a country




•
 
Israelite




•
 
Samnite.










2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 denoting followers of a movement, doctrine, etc.




•
 
Luddite




•
 
Jacobite.










3.
 
used in scientific and technical terms.




4.
 
forming names of fossil organisms




•
 
ammonite.










5.
 
forming names of minerals




•
 
graphite.










6.
 
forming names of constituent parts of a body or organ




•
 
somite.










7.
 
forming names of explosives and other commercial products




•
 
dynamite




•
 
vulcanite.










8.
 


[Chemistry]

 forming names of salts or esters of acids ending in -
ous






•
 
sulfite.

















– origin

 from French 
-ite

 , via Latin 
-ita

 from Greek 
ītes

 .





-ite2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives such as 
composite

 , 
erudite

 .




2.
 
forming nouns such as 
appetite

 .




3.
 
forming verbs such as 
unite

 .











– origin

 from Latin 
-itus

 , past participle of verbs ending in 
-ere

 and 
-ire

 .





item

 
/ˈīdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual article or unit, especially one that is part of a list, collection, or set




•
 
the items on the agenda




•
 
an item of clothing.










2.
 
a piece of news or information.




3.
 
an entry in an account.








II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 used to introduce each item in a list




•
 
item two statute books … item two drums.














III.
 
phrases





be an item








‹informal›

 (of a couple) be involved in an established romantic or sexual relationship.















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adverb): from Latin, ‘in like manner, also.’ The noun sense arose (late 16th cent.) from the use of the adverb to introduce each statement in a list.





itemize

 
/ˈīdəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present as a list of individual items




•
 
I have itemized the morning's tasks.










2.
 
break down (a whole) into its constituent parts


(as 
adj.

 
itemized

 )


•
 
an itemized bill.










3.
 
specify (an individual item or items).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
itemization

 
/ˌīdəməˈzāSH(ə)n ˌīdəˌmīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
itemizer






noun






















iterate

 
/ˈidəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform or utter repeatedly.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make repeated use of a mathematical or computational procedure, applying it each time to the result of the previous application; perform iteration.








II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a quantity arrived at by iteration.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
iterat-

 ‘repeated,’ from the verb 
iterare

 , from 
iterum

 ‘again.’





iteration

 
/ˌidəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the repetition of a process or utterance.




2.
 
repetition of a mathematical or computational procedure applied to the result of a previous application, typically as a means of obtaining successively closer approximations to the solution of a problem.




3.
 
a new version of a piece of computer hardware or software.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
iteratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
iterare

 (see iterate
 ).





iterative

 
/ˈidəˌrādiv ˈidərədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving iteration, especially of a mathematical or computational process.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting a grammatical rule that can be applied repeatedly.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 another term for frequentative
 .








II.
 
derivatives





iteratively

 
/ˈidəˌrādivlē ˈid(ə)rədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
itératif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
iterare

 ‘to repeat’; the grammar term is from late Latin 
iterativus

 .






It girl





I.
 
noun




a young woman who has achieved celebrity because of her socialite lifestyle.











– origin

 coined by American screenwriter Elinor Glyn (1864–1943), with reference to American actress and sex symbol Clara Bow (1905–65), who starred in Glyn's romantic comedy 
It

 (1927). The current usage dates from the 1960s.





Ithaca

 
/ˈiTHəkə/





I.
 
an island off the western coast of Greece in the Ionian Sea, the legendary home of Odysseus.




II.
 
an academic city in central New York, at the southern end of Cayuga Lake, home to Cornell University and Ithaca College; pop. 29,763 (est. 2008).









I-Thou

 
/īˈT͟Hou/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a personal relationship, especially one with God) formed by personal encounter.













ithyphallic

 
/ˌiTHəˈfalik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a statue of a deity or other carved figure) having an erect penis.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun denoting a sexually explicit poem): via late Latin from Greek 
ithuphallikos

 , from 
ithus

 ‘straight’ + 
phallos

 ‘phallus.’






-itic





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and nouns corresponding to nouns ending in 
-ite

 (such as 
Semitic

 corresponding to 
Semite

 ).




2.
 
corresponding to nouns ending in 
-itis

 (such as 
arthritic

 corresponding to 
arthritis

 ).




3.
 
from other bases




•
 
syphilitic.

















– origin

 from French 
-itique

 , via Latin 
-iticus

 from Greek 
-itikos

 .






itinerant

 
/īˈtinərənt iˈtinərənt/





I.
 
adjective




traveling from place to place




•
 
itinerant traders.














II.
 
noun




a person who travels from place to place.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
itineracy

 
/-rəsē /






noun













2.
 
itinerancy

 
/īˈtin(ə)rənsē əˈtin(ə)rənsē /






noun













3.
 
itinerantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (used to describe a judge traveling on a circuit): from late Latin 
itinerant-

 ‘traveling,’ from the verb 
itinerari

 , from Latin 
iter

 , 
itiner-

 ‘journey, road.’





itinerary

 
/īˈtinəˌrerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a planned route or journey.




2.
 
a travel document recording these.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
itinerarium

 , neuter of 
itinerarius

 ‘of a journey or roads,’ from Latin 
iter

 , 
itiner-

 ‘journey, road.’





itinerate

 
/īˈtinərāt iˈtinəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a church minister or a judge) travel from place to place to perform one's professional duty.








II.
 
derivatives





itineration

 
/īˌtinəˈrāSHən, iˌtin- /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
itinerat-

 ‘traveled,’ from the verb 
itinerari

 (see itinerant
 ).






-ition





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) equivalent to -ation
 (as in 
audition

 , 
rendition

 ).











– origin

 from French, or from Latin 
-itio(n)-

 .






-itious1






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-ition

 (such as 
ambitious

 corresponding to 
ambition

 ).











– origin

 from Latin 
-itiosus

 .






-itious2






I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) related to; having the nature of




•
 
fictitious




•
 
suppositious.

















– origin

 from late Latin 
-itius

 , alteration of Latin 
-icius

 .






-itis





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming names of inflammatory diseases




•
 
cystitis




•
 
hepatitis.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used with reference to a tendency or state of mind that is compared to a disease




•
 
creditcarditis.

















– origin

 from Greek feminine form of adjectives ending in 
-itēs

 (combined with 
nosos

 ‘disease’ implied).





-itive





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) equivalent to -ative
 (as in 
genitive

 , 
positive

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-itif

 , 
-itive

 or Latin 
-itivus

 (from past participial stems ending in 
-it

 ).





it'll

 
/ˈidl/






contraction




it shall; it will.













Ito, Prince Hirobumi

 
/ˈētō/






(1841–1909), Japanese statesman; premier 1885–88, 1892–96, 1898, 1900–01. He helped to draft the Japanese constitution 1889 and to establish a bicameral national diet 1890. He was assassinated by a member of the Korean independence movement.









-itous





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in -
ity

 (such as 
calamitous

 corresponding to 
calamity

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-iteux

 , from Latin 
-itosus

 .






its

 
/its/





I.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with a thing previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
turn the camera on its side




•
 
he chose the area for its atmosphere.










2.
 
belonging to or associated with a child or animal of unspecified sex




•
 
a baby in its mother's womb.

















usage:

 
Its

 is the possessive form of it (the dog licked its paw), while 
it's

 is the contraction of it is (look, it's a dog licking its paw) or it has (it's been too long). The apostrophe in 
it's

 never denotes a possessive. The confusion is understandable, since other possessive forms (singular nouns) do take an apostrophe + 
s

 , as in the girl's bike or the president's smile.





it's

 
/its/





I.
 
contraction



1.
 
it is




•
 
it's my fault.










2.
 
it has




•
 
it's been a hot day.

















usage:

 See usage at its
 .





itself

 
/itˈself/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a thing or animal previously mentioned as the subject of the clause




•
 
his horse hurt itself




•
 
wisteria was tumbling over itself.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — used to emphasize a particular thing or animal mentioned




•
 
the roots are several inches long, though the plant itself is only a foot tall.










3.
 
used after a quality to emphasize what a perfect example of that quality someone or something is




•
 
Mrs. Vincent was kindness itself.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by itself






see by oneself
 at by
 .









2.
 
in itself






viewed in its essential qualities; considered separately from other things




•
 
some would say bringing up a family was a full-time job in itself.





















– origin

 Old English (see it
 , self
 ).





itty-bitty

 
/ˌidēˈbidē /

 
itsy-bitsy





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very small; tiny.











– origin

 1930s: from a child's form of little
 + bitty
 .





ITU






abbreviation




International Telecommunication Union.













ITV

 
/ītēːˈvēː /

 
iTV






abbreviation




interactive television.














-ity





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns denoting quality or condition




•
 
humility




•
 
probity.










2.
 
denoting an instance or degree of this




•
 
a profanity.

















– origin

 from French 
-ité

 , from Latin 
-itas

 , 
-itatis

 .





IU






abbreviation




international unit.













IUCN






abbreviation




International Union for the Conservation of Nature.













IUD

 
/ˌī yo͞o ˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 
intrauterine death (of the fetus before birth).




2.
 
intrauterine device.














-ium





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns adopted unchanged from Latin (such as 
alluvium

 ) or based on Latin or Greek words (such as 
euphonium

 ).




2.
 
(also 
-um

 )
 — forming names of metallic elements




•
 
cadmium




•
 
magnesium.










3.
 
denoting a region of the body




•
 
pericardium.










4.
 
denoting a biological structure




•
 
mycelium.

















– origin

 modern Latin in 
sense

 2, 
sense

 3, and 
sense

 4 via Latin from Greek 
-ion

 .





IUPAC






abbreviation




International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry.













IV





I.
 
abbreviation




intravenous(ly).








II.
 
noun




an intravenous drip feed




•
 
they put an IV in me.



















Ivan

 
/ˈīvən/





I.
 
the name of six rulers of Russia.




II.
 


Ivan I

 (
c.

 1304–41), grand duke of Muscovy 1328–40. He strengthened and enlarged the duchy, making Moscow the ecclesiastical capital in 1326.




III.
 


Ivan II

 (1326–59), grand duke of Muscovy 1353–59; known as 
Ivan the Red

 .




IV.
 


Ivan III

 (1440–1505), grand duke of Muscovy 1462–1505; known as 
Ivan the Great

 . He consolidated and enlarged his territory, defending it against a Tartar invasion in 1480.




V.
 


Ivan IV

 (1530–84), grand duke of Muscovy 1533–47 and first tsar of Russia 1547–84; known as 
Ivan the Terrible

 . In 1581, Ivan killed his eldest son, Ivan, in a fit of rage; the succession passed to his mentally handicapped second son, 
Fyodor

 .




VI.
 


Ivan V

 (1666–96), nominal tsar of Russia 1682–96.




VII.
 


Ivan VI

 (1740–64), infant tsar of Russia 1740–41.









I've

 
/īv/






contraction




I have.














-ive





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives, also nouns derived from them) tending to; having the nature of




•
 
active




•
 
corrosive




•
 
palliative.

















– origin

 from French 
-if

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
-ivus

 .





-ively





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ive

 (such as 
corrosively

 corresponding to 
corrosive

 ).











– origin

 see -ive
 , -ly
 2
 .





-iveness





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ive

 (such as 
corrosiveness

 corresponding to 
corrosive

 ).











– origin

 see -ive
 , -ness
 .





ivermectin

 
/ˌīvərˈmektin/






noun




a compound used as an anthelmintic in veterinary medicine and as a treatment for river blindness.













Ives, Burl

 
/īvz/






(1909–95) US folk singer and actor; born 
Burle Icle Ivanhoe Ives

 . His Broadway role of Big Daddy in 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

 (1955–56) was repeated in the 1958 movie version. Other notable movies: 
East of Eden

 (1955) and 
Desire Under the Elms

 (1958).









Ives, Charles






(1874–1954), US composer, noted for his use of polyrhythms, polytonality, quarter-tones, and aleatoric techniques; full name 
Charles Edward Ives

 . Notable works: 
The Unanswered Question

 (1906), 
Three Places in New England

 (1903–14), and 
Concord

 (1915).









Ives, James Merritt






(1824–1907) US publisher and artist who partnered with Nathaniel Currier to establish the company of Currier & Ives in 1857.









IVF

 
/īvēːˈef/





I.
 
noun




a medical procedure whereby an egg is fertilized by sperm in a test tube or elsewhere outside the body




•
 
her twins had been conceived through IVF




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
IVF treatment.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation of in vitro fertilization
 .





ivied

 
/ˈīvēd/






adjective



1.
 
covered in ivy




•
 
an ivied church.










2.
 


(US)

 of or relating to the academic institutions of the Ivy League




•
 
the ivied eastern schools and colleges.



















IVM






abbreviation




in vitro maturation, a fertility treatment in which immature eggs are extracted from a woman's body and matured in a laboratory before being fertilized.













Ivorian

 
/īˈvôrēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) or its people




•
 
Ivorian protests.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Côte d'Ivoire




•
 
a call for all Ivorians to participate.



















ivory

 
/ˈīv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard creamy-white substance composing the main part of the tusks of an elephant, walrus, or narwhal, often (especially formerly) used to make ornaments and other articles


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a knife with an ivory handle.










2.
 
an object made of ivory.




3.
 
(
the ivories

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the keys of a piano.




4.
 
(
ivories

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's teeth.




5.
 
a creamy-white color.








II.
 
derivatives





ivoried

 
/-rēd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
ivurie

 , based on Latin 
ebur

 .





Ivory, James

 
/ˈīvərē/






(1928–), US movie director. He made a number of movies in partnership with producer Ismail Merchant, including 
Heat and Dust

 (1983), 
A Room with a View

 (1985), 
Howards End

 (1992), and 
The Remains of the Day

 (1993).









ivory black






noun




a black carbon pigment made from charred ivory or (now usually) bone, used in drawing and painting.














Ivory Coast






see Côte d'Ivoire
 .










ivory nut






noun




the seed of a tropical American palm, which, when hardened, is a source of vegetable ivory.

Also called tagua nut
 . [The palm is 
Phytelephas macrocarpa

 , family 
Palmae

 .]













ivory tower

 
/ˈˌīv(ə)rē ˈˌtou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a state of privileged seclusion or separation from the facts and practicalities of the real world




•
 
the ivory tower of academia.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: translating French 
tour d'ivoire

 , used by the writer Sainte-Beuve (1804–69).





ivy

 
/ˈīvē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woody evergreen Eurasian climbing plant, typically having shiny, dark green five-pointed leaves.

[Genus 
Hedera

 , family 
Araliaceae

 : several species, in particular the common 
English ivy

 (
H. helix

 ), which is often seen climbing on tree trunks and walls.]




2.
 
used in names of climbing plants similar to ivy, e.g., 
poison ivy

 , 
Boston ivy

 .




3.
 


(US)

 an Ivy League university




•
 
many of the Ivies had been founded for the purpose of training students as ministers.










4.
 


(US)

 a prestigious college or university of a specified region or type




•
 
Duke is considered one of the “Southern Ivies”




•
 
one would think that seats at these public Ivies would be reserved for graduates of that state's high schools.

















– origin

 Old English 
īfig

 , of Germanic origin; related to the first elements of Dutch 
eiloof

 and German 
Efeu

 .





Ivy League

 
/ˈˌīvē ˈlēɡ/





I.
 
noun




a group of long-established colleges and universities in the eastern US having high academic and social prestige. It includes Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Dartmouth, Cornell, Brown, and the University of Pennsylvania


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an Ivy League school.














II.
 
derivatives





Ivy Leaguer






noun



















– origin

 1930s: with reference to the ivy traditionally growing over the walls of the university buildings.





IW






abbreviation



1.
 
index word.




2.
 
isotopic weight.













i.w.






abbreviation



1.
 
inside width.




2.
 
isotopic weight.













IWC






abbreviation




International Whaling Commission.













Iwo Jima

 
/ˌēwə ˈjēmə, ˌēwō/






a small volcanic island, the largest of the Volcano Islands in the western Pacific Ocean, 760 miles (1,222 km) south of Tokyo. During World War II, it was a heavily fortified site of a Japanese airbase, and its attack and capture in 1944–45 was one of the most severe US campaigns. It was returned to Japan in 1968.









IWW






abbreviation




Industrial Workers of the World.













ixia

 
/ˈiksēə/





I.
 
noun




a South African plant of the iris family that bears showy six-petaled starlike flowers on tall wiry stems and has sword-shaped leaves.

[Genus 
Ixia

 , family 
Iridaceae

 : and many cultivars.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, denoting a kind of thistle, from Greek.





Ixion

 
/ikˈsīən, ˈiksēˌän /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a king who, by Zeus's command, was pinned to a fiery wheel that revolved unceasingly through the underworld, as punishment for his alleged seduction of Hera.









ixnay

 
/ˈiksnā /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
exclamation




(
ixnay on/to/with

 )
 — used in rejecting something specified




•
 
a nice place to paddle, but ixnay on the swimming




•
 
ixnay with the moral exhibitionism.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cancel or stop




•
 
there are no officials to ixnay development here.

















– origin

 1920s: pig Latin for 
nix

 .





ixtle

 
/ˈikstlē /

 
istle





I.
 
noun




(in Mexico and Central America) a plant fiber used for cordage, nets, and carpets.

[This fiber is obtained chiefly from 
Agave

 species (family 
Agavaceae

 ), in particular 
A. funkiana

 and 
A. lecheguilla

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via American Spanish from Nahuatl 
ixtli

 .





Iyengar

 
/ēˈyeNGɡär/





I.
 
noun




a type of ashtanga yoga focusing on the correct alignment of the body, making use of straps, wooden blocks, etc. as aids to achieving the correct postures.











– origin

 named after the Indian yoga teacher B. K. S. 
Iyengar

 (1918–2014), who devised the method.





Iyyar

 
/ˈēˌyär, ēˈyär /

 
Iyar





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the eighth month of the civil and second of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of April and May.











– origin

 from Hebrew ’
iyyār

 .





izakaya

 
/ēˈzäkəyə, ēzəˈkīə/





I.
 
noun




a type of Japanese bar in which a variety of small, typically inexpensive, dishes and snacks are served to accompany the alcoholic drinks




•
 
late-night shopping and drinks at a local izakaya are musts as evening rolls over Tokyo.

















– origin

 Japanese, from 
iru

 ‘to be in a place’ + 
sakaya

 ‘liquor shop.’






izard

 
/ˈēzərd/





I.
 
noun




(in the Pyrenees) a chamois.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
isard

 or Gascon 
isart

 , of unknown origin.





-ization





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ize

 (such as 
fossilization

 corresponding to 
fossilize

 ).











– origin

 see -ize
 , -ation
 .






-ize





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming verbs meaning:




2.
 
make or become




•
 
fossilize




•
 
privatize.










3.
 
cause to resemble




•
 
Americanize.










4.
 
treat in a specified way




•
 
pasteurize.










5.
 
treat or cause to combine with a specified substance




•
 
carbonize




•
 
oxidize.










6.
 
follow a specified practice




•
 
agonize




•
 
theorize.










7.
 
subject to a practice




•
 
hospitalize.

















– origin

 from French 
-iser

 , via late Latin 
-izare

 from Greek verbs ending in 
-izein

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 The form 
-ize

 has been in use in English since the 16th century. The alternative spelling 
-ise

 (reflecting a French influence) is in common use, especially in British English. It is obligatory in certain cases: first, where it forms part of a larger word element, such as 
-mise

 (= sending) in 
compromise

 , and 
-prise

 (= taking) in 
surprise

 ; and second, in verbs corresponding to nouns with 
-s-

 in the stem, such as 
televise

 (from 
televi
s

 ion

 ). 
2

 Adding 
-ize

 to a noun or adjective has been a standard way of forming new verbs for centuries, and verbs such as 
characterize

 , 
terrorize

 , and 
sterilize

 were all formed in this way hundreds of years ago. Some traditionalists object to recent formations of this type: during the 20th century, objections were raised against 
prioritize

 , 
finalize

 , and 
hospitalize

 , among others. There doesn't seem to be any coherent reason for this, except that verbs formed from nouns tend, inexplicably, to be criticized as vulgar formations. Despite objections, it is clear that 
-ize

 forms are an accepted part of the standard language.





-izer





I.
 
suffix




forming agent nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ize

 (such as 
theorizer

 corresponding to 
theorize

 ).











– origin

 see -ize
 , -er
 1
 .






Izhevsk

 
/ˈēˌZHefsk/






an industrial city in central Russia, capital of the republic of Udmurtia; pop. 612,400 (est. 2009).

Former name (1984–87) Ustinov
 .









Izmir

 
/izˈmir/






a seaport and naval base in western Turkey, on an inlet of the Aegean Sea; pop. 2,606,300 (est. 2007).

Former name Smyrna
 .









Izmit

 
/ˈizmit/






a city in northwestern Turkey, on the Gulf of Izmit; pop. 248,400 (est. 2007).









Izvestia

 
/izˈvestēə /

 
Izvestiya





I.
 
a Russian daily newspaper founded in 1917 as the official organ of the Soviet government. It continued to be published independently after the collapse of communist rule and the breakup of the Soviet Union.







– origin

 from Russian 
izvestiya

 ‘news.’





izzat

 
/ˈizət/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 honor, reputation, or prestige




•
 
the izzat of the household was at stake.

















– origin

 Persian and Urdu, from Arabic 
῾izza

 ‘glory.’






j

 
/jā/






symbol

 — (
j

 )


1.
 
(in electrical engineering and electronics) the imaginary quantity equal to the square root of minus one.

Compare with i
 .













J1


 
/jā /

 
j






noun



1.
 
the tenth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after I (or H if I is omitted) in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(
J

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital J.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 used instead of I as the Roman numeral for one in final position




•
 
between ij and iij of the clock.



















J2


 
/jā/






abbreviation



1.
 
jack (used in describing play in card games).




2.
 


[Physics]

 joule(s).




3.
 
(in titles) Journal (of)




•
 
J. Biol. Chem.










4.
 
Judge.




5.
 
Justice.














jab

 
/jab/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
poke (someone or something) roughly or quickly, especially with something sharp or pointed




•
 
she jabbed him in his ribs




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
jabbed at

 the air with his finger.










2.
 
poke someone or something roughly or quickly with (a sharp or pointed object or a part of the body)




•
 
she jabbed the fork into the earth.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quick, sharp blow, especially with the fist




•
 
fast 
jabs to

 the face.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a hypodermic injection, especially a vaccination




•
 
an anti-tetanus jab.










3.
 
a sharp painful sensation or feeling




•
 
the jabs of pain up my spine




•
 
a jab of envy.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally Scots): variant of job
 2
 .





Jabalpur

 
/ˌjəbəlˈpo͝or/






an industrial city and military post in central India, in Madhya Pradesh; pop. 1,067,000 (est. 2009).










jabber

 
/ˈjabər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk rapidly and excitedly but with little sense




•
 
he 
jabbered away

 to his friends.














II.
 
noun




fast, excited talk that makes little sense




•
 
stop your jabber.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: imitative.





jabberwocky

 
/ˈjabərˌwäkē/





I.
 
noun




invented or meaningless language; nonsense.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the title of a nonsense poem in Lewis Carroll's 
Through the Looking Glass

 (1871).





jabiru

 
/ˈjabəˌro͞o /

 
jabiru stork





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large Central and South American stork with a black neck, mainly white plumage, and a large black upturned bill.

[
Jabiru mycteria

 , family 
Ciconiidae

 .]




2.
 
either of two related storks found in Asia, Australasia, and Africa.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Tupi-Guarani 
jabirú

 , from 
j

 ‘that which has’ + 
abirú

 ‘swollen’ (suggested by the bird's large neck).





Jaboatão

 
/ˌZHäbwäˈtou/






a commercial city in northeastern Brazil, west of Recife; pop. 665,400 (est. 2007).









jaborandi

 
/ˌjabəˈrandē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drug made from the dried leaves of certain South American plants that contain the alkaloid pilocarpine and promote salivation when chewed.




2.
 
any of the plants that yield the drug jaborandi.

[Several genera and species, in particular 
Pilocarpus jaborandi

 (family 
Rutaceae

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Tupi-Guarani 
jaburandi

 , literally ‘a person who spits.’





jabot

 
/ZHaˈbō ˈZHaˌbō/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental frill or ruffle on the front of a shirt or blouse, typically made of lace.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a frill on a man's shirt): French, originally ‘crop of a bird.’






jacal

 
/häˈkäl/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexico and the southwestern US) a thatched wattle-and-daub hut.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from Nahuatl 
xacalli

 , contraction of 
xamitl calli

 ‘adobe house.’





jacamar

 
/ˈjakəˌmär/





I.
 
noun




an insectivorous bird of tropical American forests, with a long pointed bill, a long tail, and plumage that is typically iridescent green above.

[Family 
Galbulidae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, apparently from Tupi.





jacana

 
/ˌZHäkəˈnä, ˌjä- /

 
jaçana





I.
 
noun




a small tropical wading bird with greatly elongated toes and claws that enable it to walk on floating vegetation.

Also called lily-trotter
 . [Family
Jacanidae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Portuguese 
jaçanã

 , from Tupi-Guarani 
jasanã

 .





jacaranda

 
/ˌjakəˈrandə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American tree that has blue trumpet-shaped flowers, fernlike leaves, and fragrant timber.

[Genus 
Jacaranda

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi-Guarani 
jakara'nda

 .






jacinth

 
/ˈjāsənTH ˈjasənTH/





I.
 
noun




a reddish-orange gem variety of zircon.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
iacinte

 or medieval Latin 
iacintus

 , alteration of Latin 
hyacinthus

 (see hyacinth
 ).






jack1


 
/jak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for lifting heavy objects, especially one for raising the axle of a motor vehicle off the ground so that a wheel can be changed or the underside inspected.




2.
 
a playing card bearing a representation of a soldier, page, or knave, normally ranking next below a queen.




3.
 
a socket with two or more pairs of terminals, designed to receive a jack plug.




4.
 
(
jacks

 )
 — a game played by tossing and catching small round pebbles or star-shaped pieces of metal or plastic.




5.
 
(also 
jackstone

 )
 — a small round pebble or star-shaped piece of metal used in the game of jacks.




6.
 
in lawn bowling, the small ball at which the players aim.




7.
 
(
Jack

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 used as a form of address to a man whose name is not known.

[familiar form of the given name 
John

 .]




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a lumberjack.




9.
 


‹archaic›

 a steeplejack.




10.
 
the figure of a man striking the bell on a clock.




11.
 
a small version of a national flag flown at the bow of a vessel in harbor to indicate its nationality.




12.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 money.




13.
 
a device for turning a spit.




14.
 
a part of the mechanism in a spinet or harpsichord that connects a key to its corresponding string and causes the string to be plucked when the key is pressed down.




15.
 
a marine fish that is typically laterally compressed with a row of large spiky scales along each side. Jacks are important in many places as food or game fish.

[originally a West Indian term.] [Family 
Carangidae

 (the 
jack family

 ): many genera and numerous species. The jack family also includes the horse mackerel, pilotfish, kingfishes, and trevallies.]




16.
 
the male of some animals, especially a merlin or an ass.




17.
 
used in names of animals that are smaller than similar kinds, e.g., 
jacksnipe

 .




18.
 
short for jackrabbit
 .




19.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 short for jack shit
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
before one can say Jack Robinson








‹informal›

 very quickly or suddenly.









2.
 
every man jack








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 each and every person (used for emphasis)




•
 
they're spies, 
every man jack of them

 .















3.
 
jack of all trades (and master of none)






a person who can do many different types of work but who is not necessarily very competent at any of them.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
jack someone around








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 cause someone inconvenience or problems, especially by acting unfairly or indecisively.









2.
 
jack in (or into)








‹informal›

 log into or connect up (a computer or electronic device).









3.
 
jack off








‹vulgar slang›

 masturbate.









4.
 
jack up








‹informal›

 inject oneself with a narcotic drug.









5.
 
jack something up





a.
 
raise something, especially a vehicle, with a jack.




b.
 


‹informal›

 increase something by a considerable amount




•
 
France jacked up its key bank interest rate.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from 
Jack

 , nickname for the given name 
John

 . The term was used originally to denote an ordinary man (
sense

 6), also a youth (mid 16th cent.), hence the ‘knave’ in cards and ‘male animal.’ The word also denoted various devices saving human labor, as though one had a helper (
sense

 1, 
sense

 3, 
sense

 9, and 
sense

 10, and in compounds such as jackhammer
 and jackknife
 ); the general sense ‘laborer’ arose in the early 18th cent. and survives in cheapjack
 , lumberjack
 , steeplejack
 , etc. Since the mid 16th cent. a notion of ‘smallness’ has arisen, hence 
sense

 4, 
sense

 5, 
sense

 7, and 
sense

 13.






jack2


 
/jak/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 another term for blackjack
 (
sense

 4).




2.
 


‹historical›

 a sleeveless padded tunic worn by foot soldiers.

[late Middle English: from Old French 
jaque

 ; origin uncertain, perhaps based on Arabic.]













jack3


 
/jak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 take (something) illicitly; steal




•
 
his MO in the studio remains the same—jack other people's tracks and present them in a new context.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rob (someone)




•
 
they jacked him for his car.

















– origin

 1990s: from 
hijack

 .





jackal

 
/ˈjak(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a slender, long-legged wild dog that feeds on carrion, game, and fruit and often hunts cooperatively, found in Africa and southern Asia.

[Genus 
Canis

 , family 
Canidae

 : four species, including the 
golden jackal

 (
C. aureus

 ) and the 
black-backed jackal

 (
C. mesomelas

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Turkish 
çakal

 , from Persian 
šagāl

 . The change in the first syllable was due to association with jack
 1
 .





jackalope

 
/ˈjakəˌlōp/





I.
 
noun




a mythical animal depicted as a hare or rabbit with horns, said to exist in parts of North America




•
 
some people think jackalopes are creations of taxidermists.

















– origin

 1950s: blend of jackrabbit
 and antelope
 .





jackanapes

 
/ˈjakəˌnāps/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 an impertinent person.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a tame monkey.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally as 
Jack Napes

 ): perhaps from a playful name for a tame ape, the initial 
n-

 by elision of 
an ape

 (compare with newt
 ), and the final 
-s

 as in surnames such as 
Hobbes

 : hence applied to a person whose behavior resembled that of an ape.






jack arch






noun




a small arch only one brick in thickness, especially as used in numbers to support a floor.













jackass

 
/ˈjakˌas/






noun



1.
 
a stupid person.




2.
 
a male ass or donkey.













jack bean






noun



1.
 
an edible bean, or its edible pod, used especially as fodder in tropical countries.




2.
 
a tropical American climbing plant of the pea family that yields jack beans.

[Genus 
Canavalia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : in particular 
C. ensiformis

 .]













jackboot

 
/ˈjakˌbo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large leather military boot reaching to the knee.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used as a symbol of cruel or authoritarian behavior or rule




•
 
a country 
under the jackboot

 of colonialism.














II.
 
derivatives





jackbooted

 
/ˈjakˌbo͞odəd /






adjective





















jack chain






noun




a chain of links each consisting of a double loop of wire resembling a figure 8, but with the loops in planes at right angles to each other.













Jack cheese






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for Monterey Jack
 .














jackdaw

 
/ˈjakˌdô/






noun




a small, gray-headed crow that typically nests in tall buildings and chimneys, noted for its inquisitiveness.

[Genus 
Corvus

 , family 
Corvidae

 : two species, in particular the Eurasian 
C. monedula

 .]













jacked

 
/jakt /

 
jacked up






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 physically or mentally stimulated from the effects of a drug or stimulant




•
 
a race car driver, jacked up on amphetamines.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 full of nervous excitement




•
 
we're jacked about going to the semifinals.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 (of a person) having very well-developed muscles




•
 
a dude so jacked you have to wonder if he's freebasing creatine.



















jackeroo

 
/ˌjakəˈro͞o /

 

‹Austral. informal›


 
jackaroo





I.
 
noun




a young man working on a sheep or cattle station to gain experience.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work as a jackeroo.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of an Aboriginal (Queensland) term 
dhugai-iu

 ‘wandering white man,’ by blending jack
 1
 and kangaroo
 .






jacket

 
/ˈjakət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outer garment extending either to the waist or the hips, typically having sleeves and a fastening down the front.




2.
 
an outer covering, especially one placed around a tank or pipe to insulate it.




3.
 
a metal casing for a bullet.




4.
 
the skin of a potato




•
 
potatoes cooked in their jackets.










5.
 
the dust jacket of a book.




6.
 
a record sleeve.




7.
 
a steel frame fixed to the seabed, forming the support structure of an oil production platform.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with a jacket.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
jaquet

 , diminutive of 
jaque

 (see jack
 2
 ).





jacket potato






noun






(Brit.)

 a baked potato served with the skin on.













jackfish

 
/ˈjakˌfiSH/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pike or sauger, especially the northern pike.













Jack Frost

 
/ˈˌjak ˈfrôst/






noun




a personification of frost




•
 
the seedlings battled with Jack Frost.



















jackfruit

 
/ˈjakˌfro͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fast-growing tropical Asian tree related to the breadfruit.

[
Artocarpus heterophyllus

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]




2.
 
the very large edible fruit of the jackfruit tree, resembling a breadfruit and important as food in the tropics.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
jaca

 (from Malayalam 
chakka

 ) + fruit
 .






jackhammer

 
/ˈjakˌhamər /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a portable pneumatic hammer or drill.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat or hammer heavily or loudly and repeatedly.













jack-in-the-box

 
/ˈjak in T͟Hə ˌbäks/






noun




a toy consisting of a box containing a figure on a spring that pops up when the lid is opened.














jack-in-the-pulpit

 
/ˌjakinT͟Həˈpo͝olpət/





I.
 
noun




any of several small plants of the arum family, in particular

[● a North American arum with a green or purple-brown spathe. Genus 
Arisaema

 , family 
Araceae

 : three species, the 
woodland jack-in-the-pulpit

 (
A. atrorubens

 ), the 
small jack-in-the-pulpit

 (
A. triphyllum

 ), and the 
northern jack-in-the-pulpit

 (
A. stewardsonii

 ). ● another term for cuckoopint
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: so named because the erect spadix overarched by the spathe resembles a person in a pulpit.






jackknife

 
/ˈjakˌnīf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a knife with a folding blade.




2.
 
a dive in which the body is first bent at the waist and then straightened.




3.
 


[Statistics]

 a method of assessing the variability of data by repeating a calculation on the sets of data obtained by removing one value from the complete set.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (one's body) into a bent or doubled-up position




•
 
the Major jackknifed his thin body at the waist




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she jackknifed into a sitting position.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an articulated vehicle) bend into a V-shape in an uncontrolled skidding movement.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a diver) perform a jackknife.














jackknife clam






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for razor clam
 .













jackknife fish






noun




a strikingly marked fish with a long, upright dorsal fin that lives among rocks and corals in the warm waters of the western Atlantic.

[
Equetus lanceolatus

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 .]













jackleg

 
/ˈjakleɡ/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an incompetent, unskillful, or dishonest person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a jackleg carpenter.



















jacklight

 
/ˈjaklīt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a portable light, especially one used for hunting fishing at night.













jack mackerel






noun




a game fish of the jack family, occurring in the eastern Pacific.

[
Trachurus symmetricus

 , family 
Carangidae

 .]













Jack Mormon






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a Mormon who is not strictly observant




•
 
the only thing that's going to end up happening is me doing homework on Sundays and drinking Pepsi and being just another Jack Mormon.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a sympathetic non-Mormon living among Mormons.













jack-o'-lantern

 
/ˈjakəˌlan(t)ərn/






noun



1.
 
a lantern made from a hollowed-out pumpkin in which holes are cut to represent facial features, typically made at Halloween.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an ignis fatuus.













jack pine






noun




a small, hardy North American pine with very short needles, found chiefly in Canada.

[
Pinus banksiana

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













jack plane

 
/ˈjak ˌplān/






noun




a medium-sized plane for use in carpentry.













jack plug

 
/ˈjak ˌpləɡ/






noun




a plug consisting of a single shaft used to make a connection that transmits a signal, typically used in sound equipment.














jackpot

 
/ˈjakˌpät/





I.
 
noun




a large cash prize in a game or lottery, especially one that accumulates until it is won.








II.
 
phrases





hit the jackpot

 

‹informal›






a.
 
win a jackpot.




b.
 
have great or unexpected success, especially in making a lot of money quickly




•
 
the theater hit the jackpot with its first musical.





















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from jack
 1
 + pot
 1
 . The term was originally used in a form of poker, where the pool or pot accumulated until a player could open the bidding with two jacks or better.






jackrabbit

 
/ˈjakˌrabət/





I.
 
noun




a hare found in open country in western North America.

[Genus 
Lepus

 , family 
Leporidae

 : several species, including the 
blacktail jackrabbit

 (
L. californicus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
jackass-rabbit

 , because of its long ears.





Jack Russell

 
/ˌjak ˈrəsl /

 
Jack Russell terrier





I.
 
noun




a terrier of a small working breed with short legs.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after John (
Jack

 ) 
Russell

 (1795–1883), an English clergyman famed in fox-hunting circles as a breeder of such terriers.






jack screw

 
/ˈjak ˌskro͞o/






noun



1.
 
a screw that can be turned to adjust the position of an object into which it fits.




2.
 
a vehicle jack worked by a screw device.

Also called screw jack
 .













jackshaft

 
/ˈjakˌSHaft/






noun




a small auxiliary or intermediate shaft in machinery.














jack shit

 
/ˌjak ˈSHit/






noun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 anything at all.













jacksnipe

 
/ˈjaksnīp/






noun



1.
 
a small dark Eurasian snipe.

[
Lymnocryptes minima

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any wader similar to the Eurasian jacksnipe, e.g., the pectoral sandpiper or the common snipe.













Jackson

 
/ˈjaksən/





I.
 
an industrial city in south central Michigan; pop. 33,518 (est. 2008).




II.
 
the capital of Mississippi, an industrial and commercial city in the central part of the state, on the Pearl River; pop. 173,861 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a commercial city in western Tennessee; pop. 63,158 (est. 2008).









Jackson, Andrew






(1767–1845) 7th president of the US 1829–37; known as 
Old Hickory

 . A Tennessee Democrat, he served in the US House of Representatives 1796–97 and as a US Senator 1797–98, 1823–25. As a general in the US Army during the War of 1812, he became known for his successful defense of New Orleans. As president, he vetoed the renewal of the charter of the Bank of the United States, opposed the nullification issue in South Carolina, and initiated the spoils system. During his administration, the national debt was paid off completely, the Wisconsin Territory was organized, Michigan was admitted as the 26th state, and the independence of Texas was recognized.









Jackson, Howell Edmunds






(1832–95) US Supreme Court associate justice 1893–95. He also served as a US Senator 1881–86.









Jackson, Jesse






(1941–), US civil rights activist, politician, and clergyman; full name 
Jesse Louis Jackson

 . After working with Martin Luther King, Jr., in the civil rights struggle, he campaigned for but failed to win the Democratic Party's 1984 and 1988 presidential nominations. His son, 
Jesse Jackson, Jr.

 (1965–), a Democrat from Illinois, has been a member of the US House of Representatives since 1995.









Jackson, Mahalia






(1911–72), US gospel singer and musician. She came into her own in the mid 1940s, when her recording of 
“Move Up a Little Higher”

 sold over a million copies. She was a featured performer at President Kennedy's inaugural ceremony.









Jackson, Michael






(1958–2009), US singer, the top-selling pop artist of the 1980s. His hit albums include 
Thriller

 (1982), 
Bad

 (1987), 
Dangerous

 (1991), and 
HIStory

 (1995).









Jackson, Reggie






(1946–) US baseball player; full name 
Reginald Martinez Jackson

 ; known as 
Mr. October

 . An outfielder, he played 1967–87, mostly for the Oakland Athletics, New York Yankees, and California Angels. Baseball Hall of Fame (1993).









Jackson, Robert H.






(1892–1954) US Supreme Court associate justice 1941–54; full name 
Robert Houghwout Jackson

 . He was on leave from the Court to serve as chief prosecutor for the US at the Nuremberg war crimes tribunal 1945–46.










Jackson, Thomas Jonathan






(1824–63), Confederate general; known as 
Stonewall Jackson

 . The commander of the Shenandoah campaign 1861–62, he was mortally wounded by one of his own sharpshooters at Chancellorsville in 1863.









Jackson Heights






a commercial and residential section of northern Queens in New York City.









Jackson Hole






a valley on the Snake River in northwestern Wyoming, partly in Grand Teton National Park, home to a fashionable resort.









Jacksonian

 
/jakˈsōnēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting a form of epilepsy in which seizures begin at one site (typically a digit or the angle of the mouth).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of John H. 
Jackson

 (1835–1911), English physician and neurologist, + -ian
 .





Jacksonville

 
/ˈjaksənˌvil/





I.
 
a city in central Arkansas, northeast of Little Rock; pop. 31,351 est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city and port in northeastern Florida; pop. 807,815 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southeastern North Carolina, a service town for nearby Camp Lejeune and other military facilities; pop. 76,233 (est. 2008).









jackstaff

 
/ˈjakstaf/






noun




a short flagpole at a ship's bow, on which a jack is flown.













jackstay

 
/ˈjakstā/






noun






[Nautical]

 a rope, bar, or batten placed along a ship's yard to bend the head of a square sail to.














jackstraws

 
/ˈjakstrôz/






plural noun




[
treated as sing.

 ]
 — a game played with a heap of small rods of wood, bone, or plastic, in which players try to remove one at a time without disturbing the others.













Jack tar

 
/ˌjak ˈtär/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a sailor.













Jack the Lad





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a brash, cocky young man.











– origin

 nickname of 
Jack Sheppard

 , an 18th-cent. thief.





Jack the Ripper






an unidentified 19th-century English murderer. In 1888, at least six London prostitutes were brutally killed. Authorities received taunting notes from a person called Jack the Ripper, who claimed to be the murderer, but the cases remain unsolved.









jack-up

 
/ˈjakˌəp /

 
jack-up rig






noun




an offshore drilling rig the legs of which are lowered to the seabed from the operating platform.













Jacky lizard

 
/ˈjakē ˌlizərd/






noun




a brownish southeastern Australian lizard that becomes paler as the temperature rises. When threatened, it puffs itself up and opens its orange mouth.

[
Amphibolus muricatus

 , family 
Agamidae

 .]













Jacky Winter





I.
 
noun




an Australasian flycatcher that has a gray-brown back and whitish underside and constantly wags its white-edged tail.

[
Microeca leucophaea

 , family 
Eopsaltridae

 (or 
Muscicapidae

 ). Alternative name: 
Australian brown flycatcher

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: diminutive form of the nickname 
Jack

 (see jack
 1
 ) + 
Winter

 (imitative of the bird's cry).





Jacob

 
/ˈjākəb/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, the younger of the twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca, who persuaded his brother Esau to sell him his birthright and tricked him out of his father's blessing. Jacob's twelve sons became the founders of the twelve tribes of ancient Israel.

See also Tribes of Israel
 .







– origin

 from Hebrew 
yaʿaqōḇ

 ‘following after, supplanter.’






Jacobean

 
/ˌjakəˈbēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the reign of James I of England




•
 
a Jacobean mansion.










2.
 
(of furniture) in the style prevalent during the reign of James I, especially being the color of dark oak.








II.
 
noun




a person who lived during the Jacobean period.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in use earlier with reference to St. James): from modern Latin 
Jacobaeus

 (from ecclesiastical Latin 
Jacobus

 ‘James,’ from Greek 
Iakōbos

 ‘Jacob’) + -an
 .





Jacobethan

 
/ˌjakəˈbēTHən/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of architecture) displaying a combination of Elizabethan and Jacobean styles.











– origin

 1930s: blend of Jacobean
 and Elizabethan
 .





Jacobi, Karl

 
/jəˈkōbē/






(1804–51), German mathematician; full name 
Karl Gustav Jacob Jacobi

 . He worked on the theory of elliptic functions, in competition with Niels Abel.









Jacobian

 
/jəˈkōbēən /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the work of the mathematician K. G. J. Jacobi.








II.
 
noun




a determinant whose constituents are the derivatives of a number of functions (
u

 , 
v

 , 
w

 , …) with respect to each of the same number of variables (
x

 , 
y

 , 
z

 , …).













Jacobin

 
/ˈjakəbən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a member of a democratic club established in Paris in 1789. The Jacobins were the most radical and ruthless of the political groups formed in the wake of the French Revolution, and in association with Robespierre they instituted the Terror of 1793–4.




2.
 
an extreme political radical.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a Dominican friar.




4.
 
(
jacobin

 )
 — a pigeon of a breed with reversed feathers on the back of its neck like a cowl.




5.
 
(
jacobin

 )
 — a mainly green Central and South American hummingbird, with blue feathers on the head.

[
Florisuga mellivora

 and 
Melanotrichilus fuscus

 , family 
Trochilidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Jacobinic

 
/ˌjakəˈbinik /






adjective













2.
 
Jacobinical

 
/ˌjakəˈbinik(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
Jacobinism

 
/ˈjakəbəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
Jacobinus

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
Jacobus

 ‘James.’ The term was applied to the Dominicans in Old French from their church in Paris, St. Jacques, near which they built their first convent; the convent eventually became the headquarters of the French revolutionary group.





Jacobite1


 
/ˈjakəˌbīt/





I.
 
noun




a supporter of the deposed James II and his descendants in their claim to the British throne after the Revolution of 1688. Drawing most of their support from Catholic clans of the Scottish Highlands, Jacobites made attempts to regain the throne in 1689–90, 1715, 1719, and 1745–46, finally being defeated at the Battle of Culloden.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Jacobitical

 
/ˌjakəˈbidək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
Jacobitism

 
/ˈjakəˌbīdˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from Latin 
Jacobus

 ‘James’ (see Jacobean
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





Jacobite2


 
/ˈjakəˌbīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Syrian Orthodox Church (Monophysite).











– origin

 early 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Jacobita

 , from the name of 
Jacobus

 Baradaeus, a 6th-cent. Syrian monk.





Jacob's ladder





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the northeastern US with loose clusters of purplish-blue flowers and slender pointed leaves, rows of which are said to resemble a ladder.

[
Polemonium van-bruntiae

 , family 
Polemoniaceae

 .]




2.
 
a rope ladder with wooden rungs, especially for access to a ship up the side.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: with biblical allusion to Jacob's dream of a ladder reaching to heaven (Gen. 28:12).





Jacobson's organ

 
/ˌjākəbsənz ˈôrɡən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a scent organ consisting of a pair of sacs or tubes typically in the roof of the mouth. Such organs are present in many vertebrates, notably snakes and lizards.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Ludwig L. 
Jacobson

 (1783–1843), Danish anatomist.





Jacob's staff





I.
 
noun




a rod with a sliding cursor formerly used for measuring distances and heights, especially in navigation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a pilgrim's staff): alluding to St. James (
Jacobus

 in ecclesiastical Latin), whose symbols are a pilgrim's staff and a scallop shell.





jaconet

 
/ˈjakəˌnet/





I.
 
noun




a lightweight cotton cloth with a smooth and slightly stiff finish.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Hindi 
Jagannāth(purī)

 (now 
Puri

 ) in India, its place of origin; see also Jagannatha
 .





jacquard

 
/ˈjakərd jəˈkärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparatus with perforated cards, fitted to a loom to facilitate the weaving of figured and brocaded fabrics.




2.
 
a fabric made on a loom fitted with a jacquard, with an intricate variegated pattern.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Joseph M. 
Jacquard

 (1787–1834), French weaver and inventor.





jacquerie

 
/ˌ(d)ZHakəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




a communal uprising or revolt.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (referring to the 1357 peasants' revolt against the nobles in northern France): from Old French, literally ‘villeins,’ from 
Jacques

 , a given name used in the sense ‘peasant.’





jactitation

 
/ˌjaktəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the restless tossing of the body in illness.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the twitching of a limb or muscle.

[expressive extension of 
jactation

 ‘restless tossing,’ from Latin 
jactare

 ‘to throw.’]








II.
 
phrases





jactitation of marriage








‹archaic›

 false declaration that one is married to a specified person.

[
jactitation

 in the sense ‘public bragging,’ from medieval Latin 
jactitatio(n-)

 ‘false declaration,’ from Latin 
jactitare

 ‘to boast.’]

















Jacuzzi

 
/jəˈko͞ozē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a large bath with a system of underwater jets of water to massage the body.











– origin

 1960s: named after Candido 
Jacuzzi

 (
c.

 1903–86), Italian-born American inventor.





jade1


 
/jād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard, typically green stone used for ornaments and implements and consisting of the minerals jadeite or nephrite.




2.
 
an ornament made of this.




3.
 
(also 
jade green

 )
 — a light bluish-green


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a baggy jade T-shirt.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
le jade

 (earlier 
l'ejade

 ), from Spanish 
piedra de ijada

 ‘stone of the flank’ (i.e., stone for colic, which it was believed to cure).






jade2


 
/jād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a bad-tempered or disreputable woman.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an inferior or worn-out horse.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





jaded

 
/ˈjādəd/





I.
 
adjective




tired, bored, or lacking enthusiasm, typically after having had too much of something




•
 
meals to tempt the most jaded appetites.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jadedly






adverb













2.
 
jadedness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘disreputable’): from jade
 2
 .





jadeite

 
/ˈjādīt/






noun




a green, blue, or white mineral that is one of the forms of jade. It is a silicate of sodium, aluminum, and iron and belongs to the pyroxene group.













j'adoube

 
/ZHaˈdo͞ob/





I.
 
exclamation






[Chess]

 a declaration by a player intending to adjust the placing of a chessman without making a move with it.











– origin

 French, literally ‘I adjust.’






jaeger

 
/ˈyāɡər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 any of the smaller kinds of Arctic-breeding skuas.

[Genus 
Stercorarius

 , family 
Stercorariidae

 : three species, e.g., the 
parasitic jaeger

 or Arctic skua (
S. parasiticus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (applied to any predatory seabird): from German 
Jäger

 ‘hunter,’ from 
jagen

 ‘to hunt.’






Jaffa

 
/ˈjafə/






a city and port on the Mediterranean coast of Israel, a southern suburb of Tel Aviv and since 1949 united with Tel Aviv; pop. (with Tel Aviv) 392,500 (est. 2008).

Hebrew name Yafo
 ; biblical name Joppa
 .









Jaffna

 
/ˈjafnə/






a city and port on the Jaffna peninsula at the northern tip of Sri Lanka; pop. 151,600 (est. 2007).










jag1


 
/jaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a sharp projection.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stab, pierce, or prick




•
 
she 
jagged herself

 in the mouth.














III.
 
derivatives





jagger

 
/ˈjaɡər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stab, pierce’): perhaps symbolic of sudden movement or unevenness (compare with jam
 1
 and rag
 1
 ).





jag2


 
/jaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bout of unrestrained activity or emotion, especially drinking, crying, or laughing




•
 
an incredible crying jag.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 a bundle




•
 
a 
jag of

 hay.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): of unknown origin. In the late 18th cent. the sense was ‘portion, quantity,’ later ‘as much alcohol as one can hold,’ hence ‘a binge.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





Jag

 
/jaɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a Jaguar car




•
 
an E-type Jag.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





JAG






abbreviation




judge advocate general.














Jagannatha

 
/ˌjəɡəˈnäTHə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
the form of Krishna worshiped in Puri, Orissa, where in the annual festival his image is dragged through the streets on a heavy chariot; devotees are said formerly to have thrown themselves under its wheels.

Formerly called Juggernaut
 .







– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
Jagannātha

 ‘Lord of the world.’





jagged

 
/ˈjaɡəd/





I.
 
adjective




having rough, sharp points protruding




•
 
the jagged edges gashed their fingers




•
 


‹figurative›

 soothing her jagged nerves.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jaggedly






adverb













2.
 
jaggedness

 
/ˈjaɡədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from jag
 1
 .





Jagger, Mick

 
/ˈjaɡər/






(1943–), English rock singer and songwriter; full name 
Sir Michael Philip Jagger

 . He formed the Rolling Stones 
c.

 1962 with guitarist 
Keith Richards

 (1943–).









jaggery

 
/ˈjaɡərē/





I.
 
noun




a coarse dark brown sugar made in India by evaporation of the sap of palm trees.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
xagara

 , 
jag(a)ra

 , from Malayalam 
cakkarā

 , from Sanskrit 
śarkarā

 ‘sugar.’





jaggy

 
/ˈjaɡē/





I.
 
adjective




jagged.








II.
 
plural noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 another term for aliasing
 (
sense

 2).













jaguar

 
/ˈjaɡˌwär ˈjaɡˌyo͞oər/





I.
 
noun




a large, heavily built cat that has a yellowish-brown coat with black spots, found mainly in the dense forests of Central and South America.

[
Panthera onca

 , family 
Felidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi-Guarani 
yaguára

 .





jaguarundi

 
/ˌjaɡwəˈrəndē/





I.
 
noun




a small American wildcat with a uniform red or gray coat, slender body, and short legs, found from Arizona to Argentina.

[
Felis yagouaroundi

 , family 
Felidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Portuguese, from Tupi-Guarani, from 
yaguára

 ‘jaguar’ + 
undi

 ‘dark.’





Jah

 
/jä, yä/





I.
 
noun




the Rastafarian name of God.











– origin

 representing Hebrew 
Yāh

 , abbreviation of Yahweh
 . The current use was popularized in the mid 20th cent.





jai alai

 
/ˈhī (ə)ˌlī/





I.
 
noun




a game like pelota played with large, curved wicker baskets.











– origin

 Spanish, from Basque 
jai

 ‘festival’ + 
alai

 ‘merry.’





jail

 
/jāl /

 


‹Brit.›

 gaol





I.
 
noun




a place for the confinement of people accused or convicted of a crime




•
 
he served 15 months 
in jail






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a jail sentence.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be jailed

 )


1.
 
put (someone) in jail




•
 
the driver was jailed for two years.

















– origin

 Middle English: based on Latin 
cavea

 (see cage
 ). The word came into English in two forms, 
jaiole

 from Old French and 
gayole

 from Anglo-Norman French 
gaole

 (surviving in the spelling 
gaol

 ), originally pronounced with a hard 
g

 , as in 
gale

 . / 
usage:

 see usage at prison
 .





jailbait

 
/ˈjālˌbāt/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a young woman, or young women collectively, considered in sexual terms but under the age of consent.














jailbird

 
/ˈjālˌbərd/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is or has been in prison, especially a criminal who has been jailed repeatedly.













jailbreak

 
/ˈjālˌbrāk/





I.
 
noun




an escape from jail.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 modify (a smartphone or other electronic device) to remove restrictions imposed by the manufacturer or operator, e.g. to allow the installation of unauthorized software




•
 
in order to use these programs, iPhone owners have to jailbreak their device.



















jailer

 
/ˈjālər /

 
jailor
 , 

‹Brit.›

 gaoler






noun




a person in charge of a jail or of the prisoners in it.













jailhouse

 
/ˈjālˌhous/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a prison.














Jain

 
/jān/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of Jainism.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Jainism.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
jaina

 ‘of or concerning a 
Jina

 ’ (a great Jain teacher or holy man, literally ‘victor’), from 
ji-

 ‘conquer’ or 
jyā-

 ‘overcome.’





Jainism

 
/ˈjāˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a nontheistic religion founded in India in the 6th century 
BC

 by the Jina Vardhamana Mahavira as a reaction against the teachings of orthodox Brahmanism, and still practiced there. The Jain religion teaches salvation by perfection through successive lives, and noninjury to living creatures, and is noted for its ascetics.

See also Svetambara
 and Digambara
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Jainist






noun





















Jaipur

 
/ˈjīˌpo͝or/






a city in western India, the capital of Rajasthan; pop. 3,102,800 (est. 2009).










Jakarta

 
/jəˈkärdə /

 
Djakarta






the capital of Indonesia, in northwestern Java; pop. 9,125,000 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1949) Batavia
 .









jake

 
/jāk/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 all right; satisfactory




•
 
everything was jake again.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





jake brake





I.
 
noun




an engine brake for truck diesel engines that cuts off fuel flow and interrupts the transfer of mechanical energy to the drive mechanism.











– origin

 1980s: from the 
Jacobs

 Company, who invented the most common implementation of the technology that the brake is based on.





jakes

 
/jāks/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a lavatory, especially an outdoor one.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from the given name 
Jacques

 , or as the genitive of the nickname 
Jack

 (see jack
 1
 ).





Jakobson, Roman

 
/ˈyäkəbsən/






(1896–1982), US linguist; born in Russia; full name 
Roman Osipovich Jakobson

 . He taught Slavic languages and literature and general linguistics at Harvard University from 1949 to 1967. His most influential work described universals in phonology.










Jalal ad-Din ar-Rumi

 
/jəˌläl əˌdēn əˈro͞omē/






(1207–73), Persian poet and Sufi mystic; founder of the order of whirling dervishes; also called 
Mawlana

 .









Jalandhar

 
/ˈjələndər /

 
Jullundur






a city in northwestern India, in Punjab; pop. 880,500 (est. 2009).









jalap

 
/ˈjäləp/





I.
 
noun




a purgative drug obtained chiefly from the tuberous roots of a Mexican climbing plant.

[This drug is obtained from 
Ipomoea purga

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
(purga de) Jalapa

 (see Jalapa
 ).






Jalapa

 
/häˈläpä/






a city in eastern central Mexico, capital of the state of Veracruz; pop. 387,879 (2005). Full name 
Jalapa Enríquez

 .









jalapeño

 
/ˌhäləˈpānyō, -ˈpē- /

 
jalapeño pepper





I.
 
noun




a very hot green chili pepper, used especially in Mexican-style cooking.











– origin

 1940s (originally US): from Mexican Spanish 
(chile) jalapeño

 .





jaleo

 
/häˈlāō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively dance of Andalusian origin, or the music or handclapping that accompanies it.




2.
 
a fast instrumental chorus in merengue music.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘halloo.’





jalfrezi

 
/jälˈfrāzē/





I.
 
noun




a medium-hot Indian dish consisting of chicken or lamb with fresh chili peppers, tomatoes, and onions.











– origin

 1980s: from Bengali 
jalfrezi

 , from 
jal

 ‘hot.’





Jalisco

 
/häˈlēskō/






a state in western central Mexico, on the Pacific coast; capital, Guadalajara.









jalopy

 
/jəˈläpē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an old car in a dilapidated condition.











– origin

 1920s (originally US): of unknown origin.





jalousie

 
/ˈjaləˌsē/





I.
 
noun




a blind or shutter made of a row of angled slats.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘jealousy,’ from Italian 
geloso

 ‘jealous,’ also (by extension) ‘screen,’ associated with the screening of women from view in the Middle East.






jam1


 
/jam/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — squeeze or pack tightly into a specified space




•
 
four of us were jammed in one compartment




•
 
people jammed their belongings into cars




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
75,000 refugees jammed into a stadium today to denounce the accord.










2.
 
push (something) roughly and forcibly into position or a space




•
 
he jammed his hat on.










3.
 
crowd onto (a road) so as to block it




•
 
the roads were jammed with traffic.










4.
 
cause (telephone lines) to be continuously busy with a large number of calls




•
 
listeners jammed WBOQ's switchboard with calls.










5.
 
become or make unable to move or work due to a part seizing or becoming stuck


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the photocopier jammed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the doors were jammed open.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a broadcast or other electronic signal) unintelligible by causing interference




•
 
GPS signals are weak and easily jammed.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 improvise with other musicians, especially in jazz or blues




•
 
the opportunity to jam with Atlanta blues musicians.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of a machine or thing seizing or becoming stuck




•
 
paper jams.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an awkward situation or predicament




•
 
I'm 
in a jam

 .










3.
 
short for traffic jam
 .




4.
 
[often with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

[Climbing]

 a handhold obtained by stuffing a part of the body such as a hand or foot into a crack in the rock.




5.
 
(also 
jam session

 )
 — an informal gathering of musicians improvising together, especially in jazz or blues.




6.
 
(especially in dance or urban music) a song or track




•
 
an ultra catchy jam, driven by the drums but given substance by the interjection of horns




•
 
the band dedicated about a quarter of the set to new jams.














III.
 
phrases





jam on the brakes






operate the brakes of a vehicle suddenly and forcibly, typically in an emergency.















– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably symbolic; compare with jag
 1
 and cram
 .





jam2


 
/jam/





I.
 
noun




a sweet spread or preserve made from fruit and sugar boiled to a thick consistency.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from jam
 1
 .





Jam.






abbreviation



1.
 
Jamaica.




2.
 


[Bible]

 James.













Jamaica

 
/jəˈmākə/





I.
 
an island country in the Caribbean Sea, southeast of Cuba; pop. 2,825,900 (est. 2009); official capital, Kingston; language, English.

Visited by Columbus in 1494, Jamaica was colonized by the Spanish, who enslaved or killed the native people. Both the Spanish and the British, who took the island by force in 1655, imported slaves, mainly to work on sugar plantations. Self-government was achieved in 1944, and Jamaica became an independent Commonwealth of Nations state in 1962.




II.
 
a commercial and residential section of east central Queens in New York City.









Jamaican

 
/jəˈmāk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Jamaica or its people




•
 
lush Jamaican locations




•
 
a Jamaican cop who refuses to play by the rules.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Jamaica, or a person of Jamaican descent




•
 
we used to play soccer with the Jamaicans.



















jamb

 
/jam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a side post or surface of a doorway, window, or fireplace.




2.
 
a columnar mass or pillar in a mine or quarry.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jambe

 ‘leg, vertical support,’ based on Greek 
kampē

 ‘joint.’





jambalaya

 
/ˌjambəˈlīə/





I.
 
noun




a Cajun dish of rice with shrimp, chicken, and vegetables.











– origin

 Louisiana French, from Provençal 
jambalaia

 .





jam band






noun




a rock band that plays music characterized by long improvisational passages




•
 
one of my favorite jam bands to see live.



















jambeau

 
/ˈjambō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a piece of armor for the leg.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently an Anglo-Norman French derivative of French 
jambe

 ‘leg.’





Jambi

 
/ˈjämbē /

 
Djambi






a commercial city in Indonesia, on southern Sumatra, on the Hari River; pop. 409,200 (est. 2005).










jamboree

 
/ˌjambəˈrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large celebration or party, typically a lavish and boisterous one




•
 
the film industry's annual jamboree in Cannes.










2.
 
a large rally of Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US slang): of unknown origin.





James

 
/jāmz/





I.
 
the name of two kings of England.




II.
 


James I

 (1566–1625), king of England and Ireland 1603–25; as 
James VI

 king of Scotland (1567–1625). He was the son of Mary Stuart and the father of Charles I. A major accomplishment during his reign was the translation of the King James Bible (1611).




III.
 


James II

 (1633–1701), king of England, Ireland, and Scotland (1685–88). The son of Charles I, he escaped to the Continent in 1648 and returned to England at the Restoration in 1660. He became king on the death of his brother Charles II in 1685, but his conversion to Catholicism made him extremely unpopular. William of Orange and his wife, Mary, James's daughter, were invited to England by Whig and Tory leaders in 1688, and James was allowed to escape to France.









James, Henry






(1843–1916), US novelist and critic, resident in England from 1896. Notable works: 
Portrait of a Lady

 (1881), 
The Wings of the Dove

 (1902), and 
The Golden Bowl

 (1904). He was the brother of William James.









James, Jesse






(1847–82), US outlaw; full name 
Jesse Woodson James

 . With brother 
Frank

 (1843–1915), he was a member of a notorious gang of train and bank robbers.









James, P. D.






Baroness James of Holland Park (1920–2014), English detective novelist; full name 
Phyllis Dorothy James

 . Her novels feature the detective Adam Dalgliesh and include 
An Unsuitable Job for a Woman

 (1972), 
A Certain Justice

 (1997), and 
Death in Holy Orders

 (2001).









James, St.1


 
/jāmz/






an Apostle; son of Zebedee and brother of John; known as 
St. James the Great

 . He was put to death by Herod Agrippa I. Feast day, July 25.









James, St.2







an Apostle; known as 
St. James the Less

 . Feast day (Eastern Church) October 9; (Western Church) May 1.









James, St.3






I.
 
leader of the early Christian Church at Jerusalem; known as 
St. James the Just

 or 
the Lord's brother

 . He was put to death by the Sanhedrin. Feast day, May 1.




II.
 
the epistle of the New Testament traditionally ascribed to St. James.









James, William






(1842–1910), US psychologist and philosopher. A leading exponent of pragmatism, he sought a functional definition of truth, and in psychology he is credited with introducing the concept of the stream of consciousness. He was the brother of Henry James.









James Bay





I.
 
a shallow southern arm of Hudson Bay, between Quebec and Ontario provinces in Canada.







– origin

 named after Captain Thomas 
James

 (
c.

 1593–
c.

 1635), who explored the region in 1631.





James River





I.
 
a river that flows for 700 miles (1,100 km) from North Dakota through South Dakota into the Missouri River.

Also called Dakota River
 .




II.
 
a river that flows for 340 miles (550 km) across eastern Virginia, past Richmond, and into the Tidewater region into Hampton Roads. Colonial Jamestown was on its estuary.










Jamestown

 
/ˈjāmzˌtoun/





I.
 
a city in southwestern New York, on Lake Chautauqua; pop. 29,463 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in northeastern North Dakota; pop. 14,630 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a British settlement established on the James River in Virginia in 1607, abandoned when the colonial capital was moved to Williamsburg at the end of the 17th century.









jammer

 
/ˈjamər/






noun




a transmitter used for jamming signals.













jammies

 
/ˈjamēz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 pajamas.




•
 
Stan was sitting up in his bathrobe and jammies, with his newspaper and glasses in his lap.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of pajamas
 .





Jammu

 
/ˈjamo͞o/






a town in northwestern India; pop. 542,200 (est. 2009). It is the winter capital of Jammu and Kashmir.









Jammu and Kashmir

 
/ˈkaSHˌmi(ə)r, ˈkaZH-/






a mountainous state in northwestern India, at the western end of the Himalayas, formerly part of Kashmir; capitals, Srinagar (in summer) and Jammu (in winter).









jammy

 
/ˈjamē/






adjective




covered with, filled with, or resembling jam




•
 
a jammy doughnut.



















Jamnagar

 
/jämˈnəɡər/






a port and walled city in western India, in the state of Gujarat; pop. 529,600 (est. 2009).









jam-packed

 
/ˈˌjam ˈpakt/






adjective






‹informal›

 extremely crowded or full to capacity




•
 
rutabagas are 
jam-packed with

 nutrients.



















Jamshedpur

 
/ˈjämSHedˌpo͝or/






an industrial city in northeastern India, in the state of Jharkhand; pop. 666,700 (est. 2009).









Jamshid

 
/ˌjamˈSHid/






a legendary early king of Persia, reputed inventor of the arts of medicine, navigation, and ironworking.









Jan.






abbreviation




January.













jane

 
/jān/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a woman.








II.
 
phrases





plain Jane








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an unattractive girl or woman.















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the given name 
Jane

 .





Jane Doe

 
/ˌjān ˈdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Law]

 an anonymous female party, typically the plaintiff, in a legal action.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a hypothetical average woman.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: the female equivalent of John Doe
 .





Janesville

 
/ˈjānzvil/






an industrial city in southern Wisconsin, on the Rock River; pop. 62,516 (est. 2008).









jangle

 
/ˈjaNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a ringing metallic sound, typically a discordant one


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a bell jangled loudly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Ryan stood on the terrace jangling his keys.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (with reference to nerves) set on edge




•
 
a thirty-eight point game that jangled the nerves.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a ringing metallic sound




•
 
the jangle of a telephone.














III.
 
derivatives





jangly

 
/ˈjaNGɡlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘talk excessively or noisily, squabble’): from Old French 
jangler

 , of unknown origin.





janissary

 
/ˈjanəˌserē /

 
janizary





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the Turkish infantry forming the Sultan's guard between the 14th and 19th centuries.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a devoted follower or supporter.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
janissaire

 , based on Turkish 
yeniçeri

 , from 
yeni

 ‘new’ + 
çeri

 ‘troops.’





janitor

 
/ˈjanədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person employed as a caretaker of a building; a custodian.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 a doorman or doorkeeper.








II.
 
derivatives





janitorial

 
/ˌjaniˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
janua

 ‘door.’





Janjaweed

 
/ˈjanjəwēd/






a grouping of Arabic-speaking fighters in conflict with rebel groups in the Darfur region of western Sudan.









janky

 
/ˈjaNGkē /

 
jank





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 of extremely poor or unreliable quality




•
 
the software is pretty janky




•
 
there's hardly anywhere to eat other than a janky food court




•
 
the car is embarrassing to drive because it's so jank.

















– origin

 1990s: origin unknown.





Jansen, Cornelius Otto

 
/ˈjansən, ˈyänsən/






(1585–1638), Flemish theologian; founder of Jansenism. A Roman Catholic, he strongly opposed the Jesuits and proposed reform of Christianity through a return to the teachings of St. Augustine.









Jansenism

 
/ˈjansəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a Christian movement of the 17th and 18th centuries, based on Jansen's writings and characterized by moral rigor and asceticism.








II.
 
derivatives





Jansenist

 
/ˈjans(ə)nəst /






noun





















January

 
/ˈjanyəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun




the first month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the second month of winter




•
 
Sophie was two in January




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the January sales.

















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
Januarius (mensis)

 ‘(month) of 
Janus

 ’ (see Janus
 ), the Roman god who presided over doors and beginnings.






Janus

 
/ˈjānəs/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 an ancient Italian deity, guardian of doorways and gates and protector of the state in time of war. He is usually represented with two faces, so that he looks both forward and backward.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a moon of Saturn, sixth closest to the planet, discovered in 1966, and having a diameter of 118 miles (190 km).









Janus-faced





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having two sharply contrasting aspects or characteristics




•
 
the Janus-faced nature of American society.










2.
 
insincere or deceitful




•
 
a Janus-faced politician.

















– origin

 suggestive of the Roman deity Janus
 .





Jap

 
/jap/






noun, adjective






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 short for Japanese
 .













japan

 
/jəˈpan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard, dark, enamellike varnish containing asphalt, used to give a black gloss to metal objects.




2.
 
a kind of varnish in which pigments are ground, typically used to imitate lacquer on wood.




3.
 
articles made in a Japanese style, especially when decorated with lacquer or enamellike varnish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something) with a hard black varnish


(as 
adj.

 
japanned

 )


•
 
a japanned tin tray.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Japan
 .






Japan

 
/jəˈpan/





I.
 
a country in eastern Asia that occupies a chain of islands in the Pacific Ocean roughly parallel with the eastern coast of the Asiatic mainland; pop. 127,078,700 (est. 2009); capital, Tokyo; official language, Japanese.

Japanese name Nippon
 .





From the late 19th century Japan began a modernizing process that eventually made it into a major world power. It fought wars against China 1894–95 and Russia 1904–05, and after World War I occupied Manchuria 1931 and invaded China 1937. Japan entered World War II on the Axis side with a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. The country surrendered in 1945 after the US dropped the atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japan is now a highly industrialized country and the leading economic power in the region. / 
– origin

 rendering of Chinese 
Riben

 .





Japan, Sea of






the sea between Japan and mainland Asia.










Japan Current






another name for Kuroshio
 .










Japanese

 
/ˌjapəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Japan or its language, culture, or people.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Japan, or a person of Japanese descent.




2.
 
the language of Japan, spoken by almost all of its population.

Japanese is possibly related to Korean. It has many Chinese loanwords, and is usually written in vertical columns using Chinese characters (kanji) supplemented by two sets of syllabic characters (kana).













Japanese anemone






noun




an autumn-flowering anemone with large pink or white flowers. It is native to China and naturalized in Japan, and several cultivars have been developed.

[
Anemone hupehensis

 var. 
japonica

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













Japanese beetle






noun




a metallic green and copper chafer that is a pest of fruit and foliage as an adult and of grass roots as a larva. It is native to Japan but has spread elsewhere.

[
Popillia japonica

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 .]














Japanese cedar






noun




another term for cryptomeria
 .














Japanese Current






another name for Kuroshio
 .










Japanese knotweed






noun




a tall fast-growing Japanese plant of the dock family, with bamboolike stems and small white flowers. It has been grown as an ornamental but tends to become an aggressive weed.

Also called Mexican bamboo
 . [
Reynoutria japonica

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]













Japanese lantern






noun




another term for Chinese lantern
 (
sense

 1).













Japanese paper






noun




paper of a kind traditionally handmade in Japan, typically from vegetable fibers such as mulberry bark and without being sized, used for art and craft work.














Japanese quince






noun




another term for flowering quince
 .













Japanese stilt grass






noun




an annual grass of Asian origin that is established as an invasive ecological threat in the eastern and southern US.

[
Microstegium vimineum

 , family 
Poaceae

 .]













Japanimation

 
/japˌanəˈmāSHən/





I.
 
noun




another term for anime
 .











– origin

 1980s: blend of Japan
 and animation
 .





jape

 
/jāp/





I.
 
noun




a practical joke




•
 
the childish jape of depositing a stink bomb in her locker.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or do something in jest or mockery.








III.
 
derivatives





japery

 
/ˈjāp(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: apparently combining the form of Old French 
japer

 ‘to yelp, yap’ with the sense of Old French 
gaber

 ‘to mock.’





Japheth

 
/ˈjāfeTH/






(in the Bible) a son of Noah, traditional ancestor of the peoples living around the Mediterranean. His name is probably to be connected with that of Iapetus, a Titan in Greek mythology.









Japlish

 
/ˈjapliSH/






noun






‹informal›

 a blend of Japanese and English, either Japanese speech that makes liberal use of English expressions or unidiomatic English spoken by a Japanese person.














japonica

 
/jəˈpänəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for common camellia (see camellia
 ).




2.
 
another term for flowering quince
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of 
japonicus

 ‘Japanese.’





Japurá River

 
/ˌZHäpo͞oˌrä ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 1,750 miles (2,815 km) from southwestern Colombia into Brazil to join the Amazon River. Colombian name 
Caquetá

 .









Jaques-Dalcroze, Émile

 
/ˌjāk dalˈkrōz/






(1865–1950), Swiss music teacher and composer; born in Austria. He developed the eurhythmics method for teaching music and dance and established a school for eurhythmics instruction in 1910.









jar1


 
/jär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wide-mouthed, cylindrical container made of glass or pottery, especially one used for storing food.




2.
 
the contents of a jar




•
 


jars of

 mustard.














II.
 
derivatives





jarful

 
/ˈjärˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
jarre

 , from Arabic 
jarra

 .






jar2


 
/jär/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send a painful or damaging shock through (something, especially a part of the body)




•
 
he jarred his knee in training.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — strike against something with an unpleasant vibration or jolt




•
 
the stick jarred on the bottom of the pond.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have an unpleasant, annoying, or disturbing effect




•
 
a laugh that 
jarred on

 the ears




•
 
the difference in their background began to jar.










4.
 
be incongruous in a striking or shocking way




•
 
the play's symbolism 
jarred with

 the realism of its setting.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a physical shock or jolt.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 discord; disagreement.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘disagreement, dispute’): probably imitative.





jardiniere

 
/ˌjärdnˈir ˌZHärdnˈyer /

 
jardinière





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental pot or stand for the display of growing plants.




2.
 
a garnish of mixed vegetables.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
jardinière

 , literally ‘female gardener.’





jargon1


 
/ˈjärɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
special words or expressions that are used by a particular profession or group and are difficult for others to understand




•
 
legal jargon.










2.
 
a form of language regarded as barbarous, debased, or hybrid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jargonistic

 
/ˌjärɡəˈnistik /






adjective













2.
 
jargonize

 
/ˈjärɡəˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘twittering, chattering,’ later ‘gibberish’): from Old French 
jargoun

 , of unknown origin. The main modern sense dates from the mid 17th cent.






jargon2


 
/ˈjärɡän /

 
jargoon





I.
 
noun




a translucent, colorless, or smoky gem variety of zircon.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
giargone

 ; probably ultimately related to zircon
 .





Jargonelle

 
/ˌjärɡəˈnel/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a pear of an early ripening variety.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, diminutive of jargon
 2
 (with reference to the color).





jarhead

 
/ˈjärˌhed/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹military slang›

 a US Marine.














jarl

 
/yärl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Norse or Danish chief.











– origin

 Old Norse, literally ‘man of noble birth’; related to earl
 .





Jarlsberg

 
/ˈyärlzbərɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of hard yellow Norwegian cheese with many holes and a mild, nutty flavor.











– origin

 named after the town of 
Jarlsberg

 , Norway.





jarrah

 
/ˈjerə/





I.
 
noun




a eucalyptus tree native to western Australia, yielding durable timber.

[
Eucalyptus marginata

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Nyungar 
djarryl

 , 
jerrhyl

 .





jarring

 
/ˈjäriNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
incongruous in a striking or shocking way; clashing




•
 
the telephone 
struck a jarring note

 in those Renaissance surroundings.










2.
 
causing a physical shock, jolt, or vibration




•
 
the truck came to a jarring halt.














II.
 
derivatives





jarringly






adverb





















Jarry, Alfred

 
/ZHäˈrē/






(1873–1907), French playwright. His satirical farce 
Ubu Roi

 (1896) anticipated surrealism and the Theater of the Absurd.









Jaruzelski, Wojciech

 
/ˌyärəˈzelskē/






(1923–2014), Polish general and statesman; prime minister 1981–85; head of state 1985–89, and president 1989–90. Upon the rise of Solidarity, he imposed martial law and banned labor union activities; after Solidarity's victory in the 1989 elections, he supervised Poland's transition to a democracy.









Jarvik, Robert Koffler

 
/ˈjärvik/






(1946–) US biomedical research scientist. He invented an artificial heart driven by compressed air, which was first implanted in a patient in 1982.









Jas.






abbreviation




James (in biblical references and generally).













jasmine

 
/ˈjazmən /

 
jessamine





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Old World shrub or climbing plant that bears fragrant flowers used in perfumery or tea. It is popular as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Jasminum

 , family 
Oleaceae

 : many species, including the 
winter jasmine

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other shrubs or climbers with fragrant flowers, e.g., 
Cape jasmine

 , 
yellow jasmine

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
jasmin

 and obsolete French 
jessemin

 , from Arabic 
yāsamīn

 , from Persian 
yāsamīn

 .





jasmine tea






noun




a tea perfumed with dried jasmine blossoms.













Jason

 
/ˈjāsən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of the king of Iolcos in Thessaly, and leader of the Argonauts in the quest for the Golden Fleece.









jaspé

 
/ZHaˈspā/





I.
 
adjective




randomly mottled or variegated, like jasper.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, past participle of 
jasper

 ‘to marble,’ from 
jaspe

 (see jasper
 ).






jasper

 
/ˈjaspər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opaque reddish-brown variety of chalcedony.




2.
 
a kind of hard fine porcelain invented by Josiah Wedgwood and used for Wedgwood cameos and other delicate work.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting any bright-colored chalcedony other than carnelian): from Old French 
jasp(r)e

 , from Latin 
iaspis

 , from Greek, of Asian origin.






Jassy

 
/ˈyäsē/






German name for Iaşi
 .









Jat

 
/jät/





I.
 
noun




a member of a people widely scattered throughout the northwest of India and Pakistan.











– origin

 Hindi 
Jāṭ

 .





Jataka

 
/ˈjädəkə/





I.
 
noun




any of the various stories of the former lives of the Buddha found in Buddhist literature.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
jātaka

 ‘born under.’





jato

 
/ˈjādō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Aeronautics]

 jet-assisted takeoff.




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 an auxiliary power unit providing extra thrust at takeoff.











– origin

 World War II (originally US): acronym.





jatropha

 
/ˈjatrəfə/





I.
 
noun




any of various plants or shrubs of the genus 
Jatropha

 (family 
Euphorbiaceae

 ), one species of which (
Jatropha curcas)

 produces seeds that are used in the production of biodiesel.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), from Greek 
iatros

 ‘physician’ + 
trophē

 ‘nourishment.’






jaundice

 
/ˈjôndəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medical condition with yellowing of the skin or whites of the eyes, arising from excess of the pigment bilirubin and typically caused by obstruction of the bile duct, by liver disease, or by excessive breakdown of red blood cells.




2.
 
bitterness, resentment, or envy.











– origin

 Middle English 
jaunes

 , from Old French 
jaunice

 ‘yellowness,’ from 
jaune

 ‘yellow.’ The sense ‘bitterness’ arose from the traditional association of the color yellow with jealousy.





jaundiced

 
/ˈjôndəst/






adjective



1.
 
having or affected by jaundice, in particular unnaturally yellow in complexion.




2.
 
affected by bitterness, resentment, or envy




•
 
they looked on politicians with a jaundiced eye.



















jaunt

 
/jônt/





I.
 
noun




a short excursion or journey for pleasure




•
 
her little jaunt in France was over.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go on a short excursion or journey for pleasure




•
 
they went jaunting through Ireland.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin. Originally depreciatory, early senses included ‘tire a horse out by riding it up and down,’ ‘traipse around,’ and (as a noun) ‘troublesome journey.’ The current positive sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





jaunting car






noun






‹historical›

 a light two-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle formerly used in Ireland.













jaunty

 
/ˈjôn(t)ē/





I.
 
adjective




having or expressing a lively, cheerful, and self-confident manner




•
 
there was no mistaking that jaunty walk.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jauntily

 
/ˈjôn(t)əlē /






adverb













2.
 
jauntiness

 
/ˈjôn(t)ēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘well-bred, genteel’): from French 
gentil

 (see gentle
 , genteel
 ).





Jav.






abbreviation




Javanese.














java

 
/ˈjävə ˈjavə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 coffee.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally referring to coffee from Java
 1
 .






Java1


 
/ˈjävə ˈjavə/






a large island in the Malay Archipelago that forms part of Indonesia; pop. 120,000,000 (est. 2008).










Java2


 
/ˈjävə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a general-purpose computer programming language designed to produce programs that will run on any computer system.











– origin

 1990s: with allusion to java
 .






Java man






noun




a fossil hominid of the middle Pleistocene epoch, whose remains were found in Java in 1891.

[An early form of 
Homo erectus

 (formerly 
Pithecanthropus

 ), family 
Hominidae

 .]













Javan

 
/ˈjäv(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Java, a large island in the Malay Archipelago




•
 
the Javan highland.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Java, a large island in the Malay Archipelago




•
 
the great skill of the Javans in agriculture.



















Javanese

 
/ˌjävəˈnēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Java, or a person of Javanese descent.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of central Java.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Java, its people, or their language.













Javan rhinoceros

 
/ˌjävən rīˈnäs(ə)rəs/






noun




a rare, one-horned rhinoceros that is now confined to the lowland rain forests of Java.

[
Rhinoceros sondaicus

 , family 
Rhinocerotidae

 .]













Javari River

 
/ˌZHäväˌrē ˈrivər/






a river that flows northeast for 500 miles (810 km) from eastern Peru, along the Peru-Brazil border, to the Amazon River. Peruvian name 
Yavari

 .









JavaScript

 
/ˈjävəskript, ˈjavə-/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an object-oriented computer programming language commonly used to create interactive effects within web browsers.











– origin

 1990s: from Java
 2
 + script
 1
 .





Java Sea






a sea in the Malay Archipelago in southeastern Asia that is surrounded by the islands of Borneo, Java, and Sumatra.









Java sparrow






noun




a waxbill with a large red bill and black-and-white head, native to Java and Bali but introduced widely elsewhere and popular as a pet bird.

[
Padda oryzivora

 , family 
Estrildidae

 .]













javelin

 
/ˈjav(ə)lən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light spear thrown in a competitive sport or as a weapon.




2.
 
(
the javelin

 )
 — the athletic event or sport of throwing the javelin




•
 
his nearest rival in the javelin.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
javeline

 , of Celtic origin.





javelina

 
/ˌhävəˈlēnə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for peccary
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
jabalina

 , from the feminine form of 
jabalí

 ‘wild boar,’ from Arabic 
jabali

 ‘mountaineer.’





jaw

 
/jô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the upper and lower bony structures in vertebrates forming the framework of the mouth and containing the teeth.




2.
 
the lower movable bone of the jaw, or the part of the face containing it




•
 
she suffered a broken jaw.










3.
 
(
jaws

 )
 — the mouth with its bones and teeth.




4.
 
(
jaws

 )
 — the grasping, biting, or crushing mouthparts of an invertebrate.




5.
 
(
jaws

 )
 — used to suggest the notion of being in danger from something such as death or defeat




•
 
victory was snatched 
from the jaws of

 defeat.










6.
 
(usu. 
jaws

 )
 — the gripping parts of a tool or machine, such as a wrench or vise.




7.
 
(
jaws

 )
 — an opening likened to a mouth




•
 
a passenger stepping from the jaws of a ferry.










8.
 


‹informal›

 talk or gossip, especially when lengthy or tedious




•
 
committee work is just endless jaw




•
 
we ought to have a jaw.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 talk at length; chatter




•
 
he could still hear men 
jawing away about

 the vacuum cleaners.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jawed






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
square-jawed young men



















2.
 
jawless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
joe

 ‘cheek, jaw,’ of unknown origin.





jawbone

 
/ˈjôˌbōn/





I.
 
noun




a bone of the jaw, especially that of the lower jaw (the mandible), or either half of this.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 attempt to persuade or pressure by the force of one's position of authority




•
 
the Federal Reserve Board Vice Chairman jawboned the dollar higher by calling its recent steep decline a purely speculative phenomenon




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an analyst jawboning about the industry.



















jawbreaker

 
/ˈjôˌbrākər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a word that is very long or hard to pronounce.




2.
 
( in the UK)
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a large, hard, spherical candy.













jaw-dropping





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 amazing




•
 
jaw-dropping displays of genius.














II.
 
derivatives





jaw-droppingly






adverb





















jawfish

 
/ˈjôˌfiSH/






noun




a small fish with very large jaws that lives in shallow tropical seas. It often inhabits a burrow in the sand, the walls of which are lined with pieces of shell and stone.

[Family 
Opistognathidae

 : several genera and species.]













jawline

 
/ˈjôˌlīn/






noun




the contour of the lower edge of a person's jaw




•
 
he had a dark, unshaven jawline.



















Jaws of Life






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a hydraulic apparatus used to pry apart the wreckage of crashed vehicles in order to free people trapped inside.














jay

 
/jā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bird of the crow family with boldly patterned plumage, typically having blue feathers in the wings or tail.

[Family 
Corvidae

 : several genera and numerous species, in particular the Eurasian 
Garrulus glandarius

 , with a crest, mainly pinkish-brown plumage, and a harsh screech.]




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who chatters impertinently.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Old French from late Latin 
gaius

 , 
gaia

 , perhaps from the Latin given name 
Gaius

 .





Jay, John

 
/jā/






(1745–1829) US chief justice 1789–95. With James Madison and Alexander Hamilton, he was the author of the 
Federalist

 1787–88. He served as the first chief justice of the US and was responsible for Jay's Treaty (1794–95), which settled outstanding disputes with Britain.









Jaycee

 
/ˌjāˈsē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a member of a Junior Chamber of Commerce, a civic organization for business and community leaders.











– origin

 1940s: representing the initials of 
Junior Chamber

 .





Jayhawk State

 
/ˈjāhôk ˌstāt/






a nickname for the state of Kansas
 .









jaywalk

 
/ˈjāˌwôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cross or walk in the street or road unlawfully or without regard for approaching traffic.








II.
 
derivatives





jaywalker

 
/ˈjāˌwôkər /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from jay
 in the colloquial sense ‘silly person’ + walk
 .






jazz

 
/jaz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of music of black American origin characterized by improvisation, syncopation, and usually a regular or forceful rhythm, emerging at the beginning of the 20th century. Brass and woodwind instruments and piano are particularly associated with jazz, although guitar and occasionally violin are also used; styles include Dixieland, swing, bebop, and free jazz.




2.
 


‹informal›

 enthusiastic or lively talk, especially when considered exaggerated or insincere




•
 
all this jazz about how they can't afford it is preposterous.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 play or dance to jazz music.








III.
 
phrases





and all that jazz








‹informal›

 and such similar things




•
 
oh, love, life, and all that jazz.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





jazz something up






make something more interesting, lively, or exciting




•
 
jazz up an all-white kitchen with red tiles.


















V.
 
derivatives





jazzer






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps related to jism
 .





Jazz Age






the 1920s in the US characterized as a period of carefree hedonism, wealth, freedom, and youthful exuberance, reflected in the novels of writers such as F. Scott Fitzgerald.









jazzbo

 
/ˈjazbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a jazz musician or jazz enthusiast.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 
‹archaic›

 a person, especially a black man.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





jazzed up






adjective



1.
 
having been made more interesting, lively, or exciting




•
 
a jazzed-up version of ‘Jingle Bells’










2.
 
(also 
jazzed

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 full of excitement or enthusiasm




•
 
there were a lot of people along the route who were really jazzed up about seeing the Air Force




•
 
the kids are clearly jazzed to be performing with their heroes.



















Jazzercise

 
/ˈjazərˌsīz/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of fitness training combining aerobic exercise and dancing to jazz music.











– origin

 1970s: blend of jazz
 and exercise
 .





jazz funk






noun




a style of popular dance music incorporating elements of jazz and funk


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a jazz-funk ensemble.



















jazz hands





I.
 
plural noun




a gesture in which the hands are waved rapidly to and fro with the palms facing forward and the fingers splayed, used typically to express or indicate excitement or triumph.











– origin

 1970s: the gesture originated in musical theater.





jazzman

 
/ˈjazmən ˈjazˌman/






noun




a male jazz musician.













jazzy

 
/ˈjazē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, resembling, or in the style of jazz




•
 
a jazzy piano solo.










2.
 
bright, colorful, and showy




•
 
jazzy ties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jazzily

 
/ˈjazəlē /






adverb













2.
 
jazziness






noun





















JCD






abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Canon Law.

[from modern Latin 
Juris Canonici Doctor

 .]




2.
 
Doctor of Civil Law.

[from Latin 
Juris Civilis Doctor

 .]













JCL






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 job control language.




2.
 
Licentiate in Canon Law.













JCS






abbreviation




Joint Chiefs of Staff, the chief military advisory body to the president of the US.













jct.






abbreviation




junction.














JD






abbreviation



1.
 


‹informal›

 juvenile delinquency or juvenile delinquent.




2.
 
Doctor of Law.

[from Latin 
juris doctor

 .]














jealous

 
/ˈjeləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing envy of someone or their achievements and advantages




•
 
he grew 
jealous of

 her success.










2.
 
feeling or showing suspicion of someone's unfaithfulness in a relationship




•
 
a jealous boyfriend.










3.
 
fiercely protective or vigilant of one's rights or possessions




•
 
Howard is still a little 
jealous of

 his authority




•
 
they kept a jealous eye over their interests.










4.
 
(of God) demanding faithfulness and exclusive worship.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gelos

 , from medieval Latin 
zelosus

 (see zealous
 ).





jealously

 
/ˈjeləslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows an envious resentment of someone or their achievements, possessions, or perceived advantages




•
 
she stared jealously at his phone




•
 
I jealously watched William as he danced with other ladies.










2.
 
in a fiercely protective or possessive way




•
 
he jealously guards his family's right to privacy.



















jealousy

 
/ˈjeləsē/





I.
 
noun




the state or feeling of being jealous




•
 
a sharp pang of jealousy




•
 
resentments and jealousies festered.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
gelosie

 , from 
gelos

 (see jealous
 ).






jean

 
/jēn/





I.
 
noun




heavy twilled cotton cloth, especially denim


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a jean jacket.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an adjective): from Old French 
Janne

 (now 
Gênes

 ), from medieval Latin 
Janua

 ‘Genoa,’ the place of original production. The noun sense comes from 
jean fustian

 , literally ‘fustian from Genoa,’ used in the 16th cent. to denote a heavy twilled cotton cloth.






jeans

 
/jēnz/





I.
 
plural noun




hard-wearing trousers made of denim or other cotton fabric, for informal wear.

See also blue jeans
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: plural of jean
 .





jebel

 
/ˈjebəl /

 
djebel





I.
 
noun




(in the Middle East and North Africa) a mountain or hill, or a range of hills.











– origin

 colloquial Arabic form of 
jabal

 ‘mountain.’






Jeddah

 
Jiddah






a seaport on the Red Sea coast of Saudi Arabia, near Mecca; pop. 3,012,000 (est. 2007).









Jedi

 
/ˈjedˌī /

 
Jedi knight
 , Jedi warrior






noun



1.
 
a member of the mystical knightly order in the 
Star Wars

 films, trained to guard peace and justice in the universe.




2.
 
anyone with special privileges or supernormal powers reminiscent of a Jedi




•
 
these guys hang out in places mere mortal lobbyists who were not Jedi warriors cannot go.



















jeep

 
/jēp/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a small, sturdy motor vehicle with four-wheel drive, especially one used by the military.











– origin

 World War II: from the initials 
GP

 , standing for 
general purpose

 , influenced by ‘Eugene the Jeep,’ a creature of great resourcefulness and power represented in the 
Popeye

 comic strip.





jeepers

 
/ˈjēpərz /

 
jeepers creepers





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to express surprise or alarm




•
 
Jeepers! Do you think she saw?

















– origin

 1920s: alteration of Jesus
 .





jeer

 
/jir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make rude and mocking remarks, typically in a loud voice




•
 
some of the younger men jeered at him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
jeering

 )
 
the jeering crowds.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shout rude and mocking remarks at (someone)




•
 
the performers were jeered and heckled.














II.
 
noun




a rude and mocking remark.








III.
 
derivatives





jeeringly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





jeet kune do

 
/ˌjēt ˌko͞on ˈdō/





I.
 
noun




a modern martial art incorporating elements of kung fu, fencing, and boxing, devised by American actor Bruce Lee (1940–73).











– origin

 1990s: from Cantonese, literally ‘the way of the intercepting fist.’





jeez

 
/jēz /

 
geez





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 a mild expression used to show surprise or annoyance.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of Jesus
 .





jefe

 
/ˈhefā/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a boss or leader; a person in charge of something.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Spanish from French 
chef

 ‘chief.’





Jeffers, Robinson

 
/ˈjefərz/






(1887–1962) US poet; full name 
John Robinson Jeffers

 . His poetry is collected in 
Tamar and Other Poems

 (1924), 
The Women at Point Sur

 (1927), and 
Hungerfield and Other Poems

 (1954).









Jefferson, Thomas

 
/ˈjefərsən/





I.
 
(1743–1826), 3rd president of the US 1801–09. A Democratic-Republican from Virginia, he played a key role in leadership during the American Revolution and was the principal drafter of the Declaration of Independence 1776. While president, he secured the Louisiana Purchase 1803 and authorized the Lewis-Clark expedition to explore this territory. Re-elected to a second term, his poor handling of US shipping and maritime policy made a third term impossible. He chartered the University of Virginia 1819 and served as its head.




II.
 
derivatives





Jeffersonian

 
/ˌjefərˈsōnēən /






adjective, noun





















Jefferson City






the capital of Missouri, in the central part of the state; pop. 40,771 (est. 2008).









Jeffersontown

 
/ˈjefərsənˌtoun/






a city in north central Kentucky, an eastern suburb of Louisville; pop. 26,226 (est. 2008).









jeggings

 
/ˈjeɡiNGz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 tight-fitting stretch pants for women, styled to resemble a pair of denim jeans.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of jeans
 and leggings
 .





Jehoshaphat

 
/jəˈhäsəfat /

 
Jehosaphat





I.
 
a king of Judah in the mid 9th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ] (also 
jumping Jehoshaphat

 )
 — a mild expletive




•
 
Jehoshaphat! That would be ghastly.







[probably a euphemism for Jesus
 .]










Jehovah

 
/jəˈhōvə/





I.
 
noun




a form of the Hebrew name of God used in some translations of the Bible.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Iehouah

 , 
Iehoua

 , from Hebrew 
YHWH

 or 
JHVH

 , the consonants of the name of God, with the inclusion of vowels taken from 
῾ăḏōnāy

 ‘my lord’; see also Yahweh
 .





Jehovah's Witness






noun




a member of a Christian movement (the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society) founded in the US by Charles Taze Russell (1852–1916). Jehovah's Witnesses deny many traditional Christian doctrines and refuse military service and blood transfusion on religious grounds.













Jehovist

 
/jəˈhōvəst/






noun




another name for Yahwist
 .













jejune

 
/jəˈjo͞on/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
naive, simplistic, and superficial




•
 
their entirely predictable and usually jejune opinions.










2.
 
(of ideas or writings) dry and uninteresting




•
 
the poem seems to me rather jejune.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jejunely






adverb













2.
 
jejuneness

 
/jəˈjo͞onnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
jejunus

 ‘fasting, barren.’ The original sense was ‘without food,’ hence ‘not intellectually nourishing.’





jejunoileal

 
/jiˌjo͞onōˈilēəl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or involving the jejunum and the ileum, usually with reference to a bypass operation in which they are connected.













jejunum

 
/jəˈjo͞onəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the small intestine between the duodenum and ileum.








II.
 
derivatives





jejunal

 
/ˈjo͞onl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, neuter of 
jejunus

 ‘fasting’ (because it is usually found to be empty after death).






Jekyll, Dr.

 
/ˈjekəl/






the central character of Robert Louis Stevenson's story 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

 (1886). He discovers a drug that creates a separate personality (appearing in the character of Mr. Hyde) into which Jekyll's evil impulses are channeled.









Jekyll and Hyde

 
/ˌjekəl (ə)n ˈhīd/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
used in reference to a person or thing that alternately displays two different sides to their character or nature




•
 
former colleagues said he was a Jekyll and Hyde character




•
 
he was a Jekyll and Hyde—a smart, ambitious student who had a dark side.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Robert Louis Stevenson's story 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

 (see Jekyll, Dr.
 ).





jel

 
/jel/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 jealous




•
 
we're in the hot tub—are you jel?

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation.





Jelinek, Elfriede

 
/ˈyeləˌnek/






(1946–), Austrian novelist, poet, and playwright. Her novels include 
Women as Lovers

 (1975), 
Wonderful, Wonderful Times

 (1980), 
The Piano Teacher

 (1983), and 
Lust

 (1989). Nobel Prize for Literature (2004).










jell

 
/jel/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of jelly or a similar substance) set or become firmer




•
 
the stew is jelling.










2.
 
(of a project or idea) take a definite shape; begin to work well




•
 
everything seemed to jell for the magazine.










3.
 
(of people) relate well to one another




•
 
it's gratifying seeing everybody jelling.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: back-formation from jelly
 .





jello

 
/ˈjelō /

 


‹trademark›

 Jell-O






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fruit-flavored gelatin dessert made from a commercially prepared powder.













jello shot





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic beverage consisting of liquor incorporated into sweetened gelatin dessert and chilled in a small container.











– origin

 1980s: from jello + shot1
 .






jelly

 
/ˈjelē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet, clear, semisolid, somewhat elastic spread or preserve made from fruit juice and sugar boiled to a thick consistency.




2.
 
used figuratively and in similes to refer to sensations of fear or strong emotion




•
 
her legs felt like jelly.










3.
 
a condiment with a consistency similar to fruit jelly




•
 
roast duck with jalapeño jelly.










4.
 
a gelatinous savory preparation made by boiling meat and bones.




5.
 
any substance of a gelatinous consistency




•
 
spermicidal jellies




•
 
frogs lay eggs coated in jelly.










6.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a sweet, fruit-flavored gelatin dessert.




7.
 
(
jellies

 )
 — jelly shoes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
jellied

 )


1.
 
set (food) as or in a jelly




•
 
jellied cranberry sauce




•
 
jellied eels.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jellification

 
/ˌjeləfiˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
jellify

 
/ˈjeləˌfī /






verb













3.
 
jellylike

 
/ˈjelēˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
gelée

 ‘frost, jelly,’ from Latin 
gelata

 ‘frozen,’ from 
gelare

 ‘freeze,’ from 
gelu

 ‘frost.’





jelly bean

 
/ˈjelē ˌbēn /

 
jellybean






noun




a bean-shaped candy with a jellylike center and a firm sugar coating.













jellyfish

 
/ˈjelēˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a free-swimming marine coelenterate with a jellylike bell- or saucer-shaped body that is typically transparent and has stinging tentacles around the edge.

[Classes 
Scyphozoa

 and 
Cubozoa

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a feeble or weak-willed person.













jelly roll

 
/ˈjelē rōl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cylindrical cake with a spiral cross section, made from a flat sponge cake spread with a filling such as jam and rolled up.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals, or sexual intercourse.













jelly shoe

 
/ˈjelē SHo͞o/






noun




a sandal made from brightly colored or translucent molded plastic.













Jemez Mountains

 
/ˌhāmes ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in northern New Mexico, northwest of Santa Fe, the site of an enormous caldera called Valle Grande. Chicoma Peak (11,950 feet; 3,642 m) is the high point.









Jena

 
/ˈyānə/






a university town in central Germany, in Thuringia; pop. 102,500 (est. 2006).









je ne sais quoi

 
/ˌZHə nə sā ˈkwä/





I.
 
noun




a quality that cannot be described or named easily




•
 
that je ne sais quoi that makes a professional.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘I do not know what.’





Jenkins, Roy

 
/ˈjeNGkinz/






Baron Jenkins of Hillhead (1920–2003), English politician and scholar; full name 
Roy Harris Jenkins

 . He was a member of Parliament 1948–76 and 1982–87 and then served as chancellor of Oxford University. Notable works: 
Mr. Attlee

 (1948), 
Truman

 (1986), and 
Gladstone

 (1995).









Jenkins's Ear, War of






a war between England and Spain (1739). It was precipitated by a British sea captain, 
Robert Jenkins

 , who appeared before Parliament to produce what he claimed was his ear, cut off by the Spanish while they were carrying out a search of his ship in the Caribbean.









Jenner, Edward

 
/ˈjenər/






(1749–1823), British physician; the pioneer of vaccination. He deliberately infected people with small amounts of cowpox because he believed it would protect them from catching the disease. The practice led to the widespread use of vaccination against disease.









jennet

 
/ˈjenət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female donkey.




2.
 
(also 
genet

 )
 — a kind of small Spanish horse.











– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Spanish 
jinete

 ‘light horseman,’ from Spanish Arabic 
Zenāta

 , the name of a Berber people famous for horsemanship.





Jennings, Peter

 
/ˈjeniNGz/






(1938–2005), Canadian television journalist. An award-winning reporter and correspondent for ABC from 1964, he was the anchor for ABC's 
World News Tonight

 1983–2005.









Jennings, Waylon






(1937–2002), US country musician; full name 
Waylon Arnold Jennings

 . A central figure in the outlaw country music movement of the 1970s, he is noted for the songs 
“Mamas Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be Cowboys”

 (1978) and 
“The Eagle”

 (1990).









jenny

 
/ˈjenē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female donkey or ass.




2.
 
short for spinning jenny
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent. (used to denote a female mammal or bird): nickname for the given name 
Janet

 (compare with jack
 1
 ).





jenny wren

 
/ˈjenē ren/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a wren.













jeon

 
/ˈjēän/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of South Korea, equal to one hundredth of a won.











– origin

 Korean.





jeopardize

 
/ˈjepərˌdīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (someone or something) into a situation in which there is a danger of loss, harm, or failure




•
 
a devaluation of the dollar would jeopardize New York's position as a financial center.



















jeopardy

 
/ˈjepərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
danger of loss, harm, or failure




•
 
Michael's job was not 
in jeopardy

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 danger arising from being on trial for a criminal offense.











– origin

 Middle English 
iuparti

 , from Old French 
ieu parti

 ‘(evenly) divided game.’ The term was originally used in chess and other games to denote a problem, or a position in which the chances of winning or losing were evenly balanced, hence ‘a dangerous situation.’





Jephthah

 
/ˈjefTHə, yifˈtäKH/






(in the Bible) a judge of Israel who sacrificed his daughter in consequence of a vow that if victorious in battle he would sacrifice the first living thing that met him on his return.









jequirity

 
/jəˈkwirədē /

 
jequirity bean





I.
 
noun




another term for rosary pea
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
jéquirity

 , from Tupi-Guarani 
jekiriti

 .





Jer.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Jeremiah.














jerboa

 
/jərˈbōə/





I.
 
noun




a desert-dwelling rodent with very long hind legs that enable it to walk upright and perform long jumps, found from North Africa to central Asia.

[Family 
Dipodidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
rough-legged jerboa

 (
Dipus sagitta

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Arabic 
yarbū‘

 .





jeremiad

 
/ˌjerəˈmīəd/





I.
 
noun




a long, mournful complaint or lamentation; a list of woes.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
jérémiade

 , from 
Jérémie

 ‘Jeremiah,’ from ecclesiastical Latin 
Jeremias

 , with reference to the Lamentations of Jeremiah in the Old Testament.





Jeremiah

 
/ˌjerəˈmīə/





I.
 
(
c.

 650–
c.

 585 
BC

 ), a Hebrew prophet. He foresaw the fall of Assyria, the conquest of his country by Egypt and Babylon, and the destruction of Jerusalem. The biblical Lamentations are traditionally ascribed to Jeremiah.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Jeremiah.




III.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Jeremiah

 )
 — a person who complains continually or foretells disaster.










Jerez

 
/hāˈres, -ˈreTH/






a town in southwestern Spain, in Andalusia; pop. 205,364 (2008). It is the center of a sherry-making industry. Full name 
Jerez de la Frontera

 .









Jericho

 
/ˈjerəˌkō/






a town in Palestine, on the West Bank, north of the Dead Sea. According to the Bible, Jericho was a Canaanite city destroyed by the Israelites after they crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land. Occupied by the Israelis since the Six Day War of 1967, it was the first area given partial autonomy under the PLO–Israeli peace accord in 1994.










jerk1


 
/jərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quick, sharp, sudden movement




•
 
he gave a sudden jerk of his head.










2.
 
a spasmodic muscular twitch.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

[Weightlifting]

 the raising of a barbell above the head from shoulder level by an abrupt straightening of the arms and legs, typically as the second part of a clean and jerk.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a contemptibly obnoxious person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or cause to move with a jerk


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the van jerked forward




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she jerked her chin up




•
 


‹figurative›

 the thud jerked her back to reality.










2.
 


[Weightlifting]

 raise (a weight) from shoulder level to above the head.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
jerk someone around








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 deal with someone dishonestly or unfairly.









2.
 
jerk off








‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 masturbate.












IV.
 
derivatives





jerker






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a stroke with a whip): probably imitative.





jerk2


 
/jərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
jerked

 )


1.
 
prepare (meat) by marinating it in spices and drying or barbecuing it over a wood fire




•
 
jerked beef.














II.
 
noun




jerked meat




•
 
fiery Jamaican jerk




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
jerk chicken.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin American Spanish 
charquear

 , from 
charqui

 , from Quechua 
echarqui

 ‘dried flesh.’





jerkin

 
/ˈjərkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sleeveless jacket.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a man's close-fitting jacket, typically made of leather.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





jerkin head





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the end of a roof that is hipped for only part of its height, leaving a truncated gable.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from an alteration of 
jerking

 (from the verb jerk
 1
 ) + head
 ; compare also with earlier 
kirkin-head

 (apparently arbitrarily formed from kirk
 ) in the same sense.





jerkwater

 
/ˈjərkwôtər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 of or associated with small, remote, and insignificant rural settlements




•
 
some jerkwater town.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from jerk
 1
 + water
 , from the need for early railroad engines to be supplied with water in remote areas, by dipping a bucket into a stream and “jerking” it out by rope.






jerky1


 
/ˈjərkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by abrupt stops and starts




•
 
shallow, jerky, irregular breathing.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 contemptibly foolish




•
 
he makes mischief with his jerky pals.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jerkily

 
/ˈjərkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
jerkiness






noun





















jerky2


 
/ˈjərkē/





I.
 
noun




meat that has been cured by being cut into long, thin strips and dried




•
 
beef jerky.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from American Spanish 
charqui

 , from Quechua.





jeroboam

 
/ˌjerəˈbōəm/





I.
 
noun




a wine bottle with a capacity four times larger than that of an ordinary bottle.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after 
Jeroboam

 , a king of Israel, “who made Israel to sin” (1 Kings 11:28, 14:16).





Jerome, St.

 
/jəˈrōm/






(
c.

 342–420), doctor of the Church. He is noted for his compilation of the Vulgate Bible. Feast day, September 30.









jerry-built

 
/ˈjerē ˌbilt/





I.
 
adjective




badly or hastily built with materials of poor quality.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jerry-builder






noun













2.
 
jerry-building

 
/ˈjerē ˌbildiNG /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: origin unknown; sometimes said to be from the name of a firm of builders in Liverpool, or to allude to the walls of Jericho, which fell down at the sound of Joshua's trumpets (Josh. 6:20).





jerrycan

 
/ˈjerēˌkan /

 
jerry can
 , jerrican





I.
 
noun




a large, flat-sided metal container for storing or transporting liquids, typically gasoline or water.











– origin

 World War II: from 
Jerry

 ‘a German’ (probably an alteration of German
 ) + can
 2
 , because such containers were first used in Germany.





jersey

 
/ˈjərzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a knitted garment with long sleeves worn over the upper body.




2.
 
a distinctive shirt worn by a player or competitor in certain sports.




3.
 
a soft, fine knitted fabric.




4.
 
(
Jersey

 )
 — an animal of a breed of light brown dairy cattle from Jersey.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting woolen worsted fabric made in Jersey): from Jersey
 .






Jersey

 
/ˈjərzē/






the largest of the Channel Islands; pop. 91,900 (est. 2009).









Jersey City






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, on the Hudson River, opposite New York City; pop. 241,114 (est. 2008).










Jerusalem

 
/jəˈro͞os(ə)ləm jəˈro͞oz(ə)ləm/





I.
 
the holy city of the Jews, sacred also to Christians and Muslims, lying in the Judaean hills about 20 miles (32 km) from the River Jordan; pop. 763,600 (est. 2008).





The city was captured from the Canaanites by King David of the Israelites (
c.

 1000 
BC

 ), who made it his capital. As the site of the Temple, built by Solomon (957 
BC

 ), it became the center of the Jewish religion. Since then it has shared the troubled history of the area—destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 
BC

 and by the Romans in 
AD

 70, and fought over by Saracens and Crusaders in the Middle Ages. Between the 16th century and the First World War Jerusalem was part of the Ottoman Empire. From 1947 the city was divided between the states of Israel and Jordan until the Israelis occupied the whole city in June 1967 and proclaimed it the capital of Israel, although it is not recognized as such by the United Nations. Jerusalem is revered by Christians as the place of Christ's death and resurrection, and by Muslims as the site of the Dome of the Rock.






Jerusalem artichoke





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a knobby edible tuber with white flesh, eaten as a vegetable.




2.
 
the tall North American plant, closely related to the sunflower, that produces this tuber.

[
Helianthus tuberosus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
Jerusalem

 , alteration of Italian 
girasole

 ‘sunflower.’





Jerusalem Bible






noun




a modern English translation of the Bible by mainly Roman Catholic scholars, published in 1966 and revised (as the 
New Jerusalem Bible

 ) in 1985.













Jerusalem cross






noun




a cross with arms of equal length each ending in a bar; a cross potent.














Jerusalem thorn






noun



1.
 
a thorny tropical American tree of the pea family, grown as an ornamental.

[
Parkinsonia aculeata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
see Christ's thorn
 .













Jervis, John

 
/ˈjərvəs/






Earl St. Vincent (1735–1823), British admiral. In 1797, as commander of the British fleet, he defeated a Spanish fleet off the coast of Portugal.









Jervis Bay Territory

 
/ˌjərvəs ˌbā ˈterətôrē/






a territory on Jervis Bay on the southeastern coast of Australia.









Jespersen

 
/ˈyespərsən ˈjespərsən/






Otto (1860–1943), Danish philologist, grammarian, and educationist; full name 
Jens Otto Harry Jespersen

 . He promoted the use of the “direct method” in language teaching. Notable works: 
How to Teach a Foreign Language

 (1904) and 
Modern English Grammar

 (1909–49).









jess

 
/jes /

 

‹Falconry›






I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
jesses

 )


1.
 
a short leather strap that is fastened around each leg of a hawk, usually also having a ring or swivel to which a leash may be attached.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put jesses on (a hawk).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ges

 , based on Latin 
jactus

 ‘a throw,’ from 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





Jesse

 
/ˈjesē/






(in the Bible) the father of David, represented as the first in the genealogy of Jesus Christ.









Jessel, George Albert

 
/ˈjesəl/






(1898–1981) US entertainer; known as America's “toastmaster general.” He was best known as a master of ceremonies.









Jesse tree






noun




a representation usually in carving or stained glass of the genealogy of Jesus as a tree with Jesse at the base and intermediate descendants on branching scrolls of foliage.













Jesse window






noun




a church window showing Jesus' descent from Jesse, typically in the form of a Jesse tree.













jest

 
/jest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing said or done for amusement; a joke




•
 
there are jests about administrative gaffes




•
 
it was said 
in jest

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an object of derision




•
 
lowly virtue is the jest of fools.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or act in a joking manner




•
 
you jest, surely?




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I don't know about maturing,” jests William.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from earlier 
gest

 , from Old French 
geste

 , from Latin 
gesta

 ‘actions, exploits,’ from 
gerere

 ‘do.’ The original sense was ‘exploit, heroic deed,’ hence ‘a narrative of such deeds’ (originally in verse); later the term denoted an idle tale, hence a joke (mid 16th cent).





jester

 
/ˈjestər/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a professional joker or “fool” at a medieval court, typically wearing a cap with bells on it and carrying a mock scepter.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person who habitually plays the fool.













Jesu

 
/ˈjāzo͞o/





I.
 
archaic form of Jesus
 .







– origin

 Middle English: from Old French. 
Jesus

 became the usual spelling in the 16th cent., but 
Jesu

 was often retained in translations of the Bible, reflecting Latin vocative use.






Jesuit

 
/ˈjeZHəwət ˈjezəwət/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic order of priests founded by St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Francis Xavier, and others in 1534, to do missionary work. The order was zealous in opposing the Reformation. Despite periodic persecution it has retained an important influence in Catholic thought and education.











– origin

 from French 
jésuite

 or modern Latin 
Jesuita

 , from Christian Latin 
Iesus

 (see Jesus
 ).





Jesuitical

 
/ˌjezəˈwidəkəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning the Jesuits.




2.
 
dissembling or equivocating, in the manner associated with Jesuits.








II.
 
derivatives





Jesuitically






adverb





















Jesuits' bark






noun






‹archaic›

 cinchona bark.














Jesus

 
/ˈjēzəs /

 
Jesus Christ
 , Jesus of Nazareth






the central figure of the Christian religion. Jesus conducted a mission of preaching and healing (with reported miracles) in Palestine in about 
AD

 28–30, which is described in the Gospels. His followers considered him to be the Christ or Messiah and the Son of God, and belief in his resurrection from the dead is the central tenet of Christianity.









Jesus freak

 
/ˈjēzəs frēk/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a fervent evangelical Christian.














jet1


 
/jet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rapid stream of liquid or gas forced out of a small opening




•
 
a high-pressure shower with pulsating jets.










2.
 
a nozzle or narrow opening for sending out a jet of liquid or gas




•
 
Agnes turned up the gas jet.










3.
 
an aircraft powered by one or more jet engines




•
 
a private jet




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a jet plane.










4.
 
a jet engine.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel by jet aircraft




•
 
the newlyweds jetted off for a honeymoon in New York.










2.
 
spurt out in jets




•
 
blood jetted from his nostrils.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb meaning ‘jut out’): from French 
jeter

 ‘to throw,’ based on Latin 
jactare

 , frequentative of 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





jet2


 
/jet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard black semiprecious variety of lignite, capable of being carved and highly polished.




2.
 
a glossy black color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the gloss of her jet hair




•
 
jet black.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jaiet

 , from Latin 
Gagates

 , from Greek 
gagatēs

 ‘from 
Gagai

 ,’ a town in Asia Minor.





jeté

 
/ZHəˈtā/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a jump in which a dancer springs from one foot to land on the other with one leg extended outward from the body while in the air.

See also grand jeté
 , petit jeté
 .











– origin

 French, past participle of 
jeter

 ‘to throw.’





jet engine

 
/jet ˈenjən/






noun




an engine using jet propulsion for forward thrust, mainly used for aircraft.













jetfoil

 
/ˈjetˌfoil/





I.
 
noun




a type of passenger-carrying hydrofoil.











– origin

 1970s: blend of jet
 1
 and hydrofoil
 .





jet lag

 
/ˈjet ˌlaɡ/





I.
 
noun




extreme tiredness and other physical effects felt by a person after a long flight across several time zones.








II.
 
derivatives





jet-lagged

 
/ˈjetlaɡd /






adjective





















jetliner

 
/ˈjetˌlīnər/





I.
 
noun




a large jet aircraft carrying passengers.











– origin

 1940s: blend of jet
 1
 and airliner
 .





jetpack

 
/ˈjetˌpak/





I.
 
noun




(especially in science fiction) a device worn over the shoulders like a backpack and enabling the wearer to travel through the air or space by means of jet propulsion




•
 
he strapped on a jetpack and left the safety of the space shuttle to haul a broken satellite back to the ship.

















– origin

 1950s: from jet
 1
 and pack
 1
 .





jet pipe






noun




the exhaust duct of a jet engine.













jet-propelled

 
/ˈjet prəˈpeld/






adjective




moved by jet propulsion.













jet propulsion

 
/jet prəˈpəlSHən/






noun




propulsion by the backward ejection of a high-speed jet of gas or liquid.














jetsam

 
/ˈjetsəm/





I.
 
noun




unwanted material or goods that have been thrown overboard from a ship and washed ashore, especially material that has been discarded to lighten the vessel.

Compare with flotsam
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as 
jetson

 ): contraction of jettison
 .





jet set

 
/ˈjet ˈˌset/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the jet set

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 wealthy and fashionable people who travel widely and frequently for pleasure


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the jet-set lifestyle.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jet-setter

 
/ˈjet ˈˌsedər /






noun













2.
 
jet-setting

 
/ˈjet ˈˌsediNG /






adjective





















jet ski





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a small, jet-propelled vehicle that skims across the surface of water and typically is ridden like a motorcycle.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
jet-skiing

 )


1.
 
ride on a jet ski.








III.
 
derivatives





jet-skier






noun





















jet stream

 
/ˈjet ˈˌstrēm/






noun



1.
 
a narrow, variable band of very strong, predominantly westerly air currents encircling the globe several miles above the earth. There are typically two or three jet streams in each of the northern and southern hemispheres.




2.
 
a flow of exhaust gasses from a jet engine.














jettison

 
/ˈjedəsən ˈjedəzən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw or drop (something) from an aircraft or ship




•
 
six aircraft jettisoned their loads in the sea.










2.
 
abandon or discard (someone or something that is no longer wanted)




•
 
individuals are often forced to jettison certain attitudes and behaviors.














II.
 
noun




the action of jettisoning something.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting the throwing of goods overboard to lighten a ship in distress): from Old French 
getaison

 , from Latin 
jactatio(n-)

 , from 
jactare

 ‘to throw’ (see jet
 1
 ). The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





jetton

 
/ˈjetn/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a counter or token used as a gambling chip or to operate slot machines.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
jeton

 , from 
jeter

 ‘throw, add up accounts’ (see jet
 1
 ); so named because the term was formerly used in accounting.





jetty

 
/ˈjedē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a landing stage or small pier at which boats can dock or be moored.




2.
 
a breakwater constructed to protect or defend a harbor, stretch of coast, or riverbank.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
jetee

 , feminine past participle of 
jeter

 ‘to throw’ (see jet
 1
 ).






jetway

 
/ˈjetwā/






noun






‹trademark›

 a portable bridge put against an aircraft door to allow passengers to embark or disembark.













jeu d'esprit

 
/ˌZHə dəˈsprē, ˌZHœ/





I.
 
noun




a lighthearted display of wit and cleverness, especially in a work of literature.











– origin

 French, literally ‘game of the mind.’





jeunesse dorée

 
/ZHəˌnes dôˈrā/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
young people of wealth, fashion, and flair.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘gilded youth.’






Jew

 
/jo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a member of the people and cultural community whose traditional religion is Judaism and who trace their origins through the ancient Hebrew people of Israel to Abraham.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹offensive›

 bargain with someone in a miserly or petty way.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
juiu

 , via Latin from Greek 
Ioudaios

 , via Aramaic from Hebrew 
yĕhūḏī

 , from 
yĕhūḏāh

 ‘Judah’ (see Judah
 ).






jewel

 
/ˈjo͞oəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious stone, typically a single crystal or a piece of a hard lustrous or translucent mineral, cut into shape with flat facets or smoothed and polished for use as an ornament.




2.
 
(usu. 
jewels

 )
 — an ornament or piece of jewelry containing precious stones.




3.
 
a hard precious stone used as a bearing in a watch, compass, or other device.




4.
 
a very pleasing or valued person or thing; a very fine example




•
 
she was a jewel of a nurse.














II.
 
phrases





the jewel in the (or one's) crown






the most valuable or successful part of something




•
 
science is the brightest jewel in the crown of our civilization.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
joel

 , from 
jeu

 ‘game, play,’ from Latin 
jocus

 ‘jest.’





jewel beetle






noun




a chiefly tropical beetle that has bold metallic colors and patterns. The larvae are mainly wood-borers and can be serious pests of timber.

[Family 
Buprestidae

 : numerous genera.]













jewel box






noun




a storage box for a compact disc.













jeweled

 
/ˈjo͞oəld /

 


‹Brit.›

 jewelled






adjective




adorned, set with, or made from jewels




•
 
a jeweled dagger.



















jeweler

 
/ˈjo͞o(ə)lər /

 


‹Brit.›

 jeweller





I.
 
noun




a person or company that makes or sells jewels or jewelry.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
juelier

 , from 
joel

 (see jewel
 ).






jeweler's rouge






noun




finely ground ferric oxide, used as a polish for metal and optical glass.













jewelfish

 
/ˈjo͞oəlˌfiSH/






noun




a scarlet and green tropical freshwater cichlid.

[
Hemichromis bimaculatus

 , family 
Cichlidae

 .]













jewelry

 
/ˈjo͞o(ə)lrē /

 


‹Brit.›

 jewellery





I.
 
noun




personal ornaments, such as necklaces, rings, or bracelets, that are typically made from or contain jewels and precious metal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
juelerie

 , from 
juelier

 ‘jeweler,’ from 
joel

 (see jewel
 ). / 
usage:

 The different spellings of 
jewelry

 in British and American English can cause confusion. The British spelling 
jewellery

 adds 
-lery

 to 
jewel

 , while the American spellinɡ 
jewelry

 adds 
-ry

 .





jewelweed

 
/ˈjo͞oəlˌwēd/






noun




another term for touch-me-not
 .













Jewess

 
/ˈjo͞oəs/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a Jewish woman or girl.













Jewett, Sarah Orne

 
/ˈjo͞oət/






(1849–1909), US writer and poet; full name 
Theodora Sarah Orne Jewett

 Her pen names include 
A. D. Eliot

 , 
Alice Eliot

 , and 
Sarah C. Sweet

 . Notable works: 
The King of Folly Island

 (1888) and 
The Country of the Pointed Firs

 (1896).










jewfish

 
/ˈjo͞oˌfiSH/






noun




a large sporting or food fish of warm coastal waters.

[● a fish of the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of North America (
Epinephelus itajara

 , family 
Serranidae

 ). ● a fish of the Indo-Pacific (family 
Sciaenidae

 : several species), in particular the mulloway.]













Jewish

 
/ˈjo͞oiSH/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, associated with, or denoting Jews or Judaism




•
 
the Jewish people.














II.
 
derivatives





Jewishly






adverb






















Jewish calendar

 
/ˈjo͞oiSH ˈkaləndər/






noun




a complex ancient calendar in use among the Jews.

It is a lunar calendar adapted to the solar year, normally consisting of twelve months but having thirteen months in leap years, which occur seven times in every cycle of nineteen years. The years are reckoned from the Creation (which is placed at 3761 
BC

 ); the months are Nisan, Iyyar, Sivan, Thammuz, Ab, Elul, Tishri, Hesvan, Kislev, Tebet, Sebat, and Adar, with an intercalary month (First Adar) being added in leap years. The religious year begins with Nisan and ends with Adar; the civil year begins with Tishri and ends with Elul.













Jewishness

 
/ˈjo͞oiSHnəs/






noun




the quality of being Jewish or of having characteristics regarded as typically Jewish




•
 
the influence of his Jewishness on his work.



















Jewish New Year






noun




another term for Rosh Hashanah
 .













Jewison, Norman

 
/ˈjo͞o-isən/






(1926–), Canadian movie director and producer. He is known for the drama 
In the Heat of the Night

 (1967), which won five Academy Awards; the musical 
Fiddler on the Roof

 (1971); and the romantic comedy 
Moonstruck

 (1987).









Jewry

 
/ˈjo͞orē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
Jews collectively.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a Jewish quarter in a town or city.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
juierie

 , from 
juiu

 (see Jew
 ).





Jew's ear





I.
 
noun




a common fungus with a brown, rubbery, cup-shaped fruiting body, growing on dead or dying trees in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Auricularia auricula-judae

 , family 
Auriculariaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: a mistranslation of medieval Latin 
auricula Judae

 ‘Judas's ear,’ from its shape, and because it grows on the elder, which was said to be the tree from which Judas Iscariot hanged himself.





Jew's harp

 
/ˈjo͞oz ˈˌhärp/






noun




a small, lyre-shaped musical instrument held between the teeth and struck with a finger. It can produce only one note, but harmonics are sounded by the player altering the shape of the mouth cavity.













Jezebel

 
/ˈjezəˌbel ˈjezəb(ə)l/





I.
 
(
fl.

 9th century 
BC

 ), a Phoenician princess, traditionally the great-aunt of Dido and in the Bible the wife of 
Ahab

 , king of Israel. She was denounced by Elijah for introducing the worship of Baal into Israel (1 Kings 16:31, 21:5–15, 2 Kings 9:30–7).




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Jezebel

 )
 — a shameless or immoral woman.









jg






abbreviation




junior grade.













Jg.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Judges.













Jhabvala, Ruth Prawer

 
/ˈjäbwələ, -vələ/






(1927–2013), US screenwriter and novelist; born in Germany. Her writing career began in India, where she lived 1951–75. Working with James Ivory and Ismail Merchant, she adapted for the screen 
A Room with a View

 (1986), 
Howards End

 (1992), and 
The Remains of the Day

 (1993).









Jhansi

 
/ˈjänsē/






a city in northern India, in the state of Uttar Pradesh; pop. 442,400 (est. 2009).









Jharkhand

 
/ˈjärˌkand/






a state in northeastern India, formed in 2000 from the southern part of Bihar; capital, Ranchi.









Jhelum

 
/ˈjāləm/






a river that rises in the Himalayas and flows through the Vale of Kashmir into Punjab, where it meets the Chenab River. About 450 miles (720 km) long, it is one of the five rivers that gave Punjab its name. In ancient times it was called the Hydaspes.









JHVH






abbreviation




see Tetragrammaton
 .













Jiamusi

 
/jēˈäˈmo͞oˈsē, ˈjyäˈmYˈsē/






a city in Heilongjiang province, in northeastern China, on the Sungari River, northeast of Harbin; pop. 599,300 (est. 2006).









Jiang Jie Shi

 
/ˌjäNG jē ˈSHē/






variant form of Chiang Kai-shek
 .










Jiangsu

 
/jēˈäNGˈso͞o /

 
Kiangsu






a province in eastern China; capital, Nanjing. It includes much of the Yangtze delta.










Jiangxi

 
/jēˈäNGˈSHē /

 
Kiangsi






a province in southeastern China; capital, Nanchang.









jiao

 
/jyou/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of China, equal to one tenth of a yuan.











– origin

 from Chinese 
jiǎo

 .





Jiaxing

 
/jēˈäˈSHiNG/






a city in Zhejiang province, in eastern China, on the Grand Canal, southwest of Shanghai; pop. 363,200 (est. 2006). Formerly called 
Kashing

 .









jib1


 
/jib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Sailing]

 a triangular staysail set forward of the forwardmost mast.




2.
 
the projecting arm of a crane.








II.
 
phrases





the cut of someone's jib








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 someone's appearance or demeanor.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






jib2


 
/jib/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal, especially a horse) stop and refuse to go on




•
 
he 
jibbed at

 the final fence.










2.
 
(of a person) be unwilling to do or accept something




•
 
he 
jibs at

 paying large bills.














II.
 
derivatives





jibber






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps related to French 
regimber

 (earlier 
regiber

 ) ‘to buck, rear’; compare with jibe
 3
 .






jibba

 
/ˈjibə /

 
jibbah
 , djibba
 , djibbah





I.
 
noun




a long coat worn by Muslim men.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Egyptian variant of Arabic 
jubba

 .





jibber-jabber

 
/ˈjibərˌjabər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk in a rapid and excited way that is difficult to understand




•
 
he was jibber-jabbering with his wife through the entire first piece




•
 
he's a happy kid, always jibber-jabbering.














II.
 
noun




rapid and excited speech that is difficult to understand




•
 
enough jibber-jabber from me; let's get on with the story!

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: related to gibber
 , jabber
 .





jib boom

 
/jib bo͞om/






noun






[Sailing]

 a spar run out forward as an extension of the bowsprit.













jibe1


 
/jīb /

 

‹Sailing›


 


‹Brit.›

 gybe





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 change course by swinging a fore-and-aft sail across a following wind




•
 
they jibed, and the boat turned over.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 swing (a sail or boom) across a following wind.




3.
 


(US)

 (of a sail or boom) swing or be swung across a following wind


(as 
adj.

 
jibing

 )


•
 
the skipper was hit by a jibing boom.














II.
 
noun




an act or instance of jibing.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
gijben

 .





jibe2


 
/jīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be in accord; agree




•
 
the verdict does not 
jibe with

 the medical evidence.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






jibe3


 
/jīb/






noun, verb




variant spelling of gibe
 .













jib sheet






noun






[Sailing]

 a rope by which a jib is trimmed.













jicama

 
/ˈhikəmə, ˈhē-/





I.
 
noun




the crisp, white-fleshed, edible tuber of a Central American climbing plant of the pea family (
Pachyrhizus erosus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ), cultivated since pre-Columbian times and used especially in Mexican cooking.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Mexican Spanish 
jícama

 , from Nahuatl 
xicama

 .





Jicarilla

 
/ˌhēkəˈrēə, -ˈrēlyə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Jicarilla Apache

 )
 — a member of an Apache people of northern New Mexico.




2.
 
the Athabaskan language of the Jicarilla.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Jicarilla or their language.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish: probably diminutive of 
jícara

 ‘chocolate-cup’ (from the shape of a local hill); perhaps from Nahuatl 
xicalli

 ‘drinking vessel, gourd.’





Jicarilla Mountains

 
/hēkəˌrēyə ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in south central New Mexico that reaches 8,200 feet (2,500 m) at Jicarilla Mountain.









Jiddah

 
/ˈjidə/






variant spelling of Jeddah
 .









jiff

 
/jif/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a moment




•
 
I'll have breakfast ready 
in a jiff

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: shortened from jiffy
 .






jiffy

 
/ˈjifē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a moment




•
 
we'll be back 
in a jiffy

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






jig

 
/jiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively dance with leaping movements.




2.
 
a piece of music for a jig, typically in compound time.




3.
 
a device that holds a piece of work and guides the tools operating on it.




4.
 


[Fishing]

 a type of artificial bait that is jerked up and down through the water.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — dance a jig.




2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — move up and down with a quick jerky motion




•
 
we were jigging about in our seats.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — equip (a factory or workshop) with a jig or jigs.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fish with a jig




•
 
a man 
jigged for

 squid.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in jig time








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely quickly; in a very short time.









2.
 
the jig is up








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the scheme or deception is revealed or foiled.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





jigaboo

 
/ˈjiɡəˌbo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a black person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: related to slang 
jig

 (in the same sense); compare with the pair 
bug

 , 
bugaboo

 .






jigger1


 
/ˈjiɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine or vehicle with a part that rocks or moves back and forth, e.g., a jigsaw.




2.
 
a person who dances a jig.




3.
 
a small fore-and-aft sail set at the stern of a ship.




4.
 
a small tackle consisting of a double and single block or two single blocks with a rope.




5.
 
a measure or small glass of spirits or wine.




6.
 


[Golf]

 
‹dated›

 a metal golf club with a narrow face.




7.
 
used to refer to a thing whose name one does not know or does not wish to mention




•
 
see them little jiggers?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 rearrange or tamper with.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally a slang word for a door): from the verb jig
 (the relationship with which is obscure in certain senses).





jigger2


 
/ˈjiɡər/






noun




variant spelling of chigger
 .













jiggered

 
/ˈjiɡərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 damaged; broken




•
 
the lens is totally jiggered.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) exhausted.








II.
 
phrases





well, I'll be (or I'm) jiggered

 

‹Brit. informal›







used to express one's astonishment.















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from jigger
 1
 ; its use to mean ‘exhausted’ is probably euphemistic for 
buggered

 .





jiggery-pokery

 
/ˌjiɡərēˈpōkərē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 deceitful or dishonest behavior.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably a variant of Scots 
joukery-pawkery

 , from 
jouk

 ‘dodge, skulk,’ of unknown origin.





jiggle

 
/ˈjiɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move about lightly and quickly from side to side or up and down




•
 
his head jiggles up and down as he speaks.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shake (something) lightly up and down or from side to side




•
 
he was jiggling his car keys in his hand.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quick light shake




•
 
give that rack a jiggle.














III.
 
derivatives





jiggly

 
/ˈjiɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: partly an alteration of joggle
 1
 , reinforced by jig
 .





jiggy

 
/ˈjiɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 uninhibited, especially in a sexual manner




•
 
the script required her to 
get jiggy with

 Leonardo.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 trembling or nervous, especially as the result of drug withdrawal.











– origin

 1930s: from 
jig

 + 
-y

 .






jigsaw

 
/ˈjiɡˌsô/






noun



1.
 
(also 
jigsaw puzzle

 )
 — a puzzle consisting of a picture printed on cardboard or wood and cut into various pieces of different shapes that have to be fitted together.




2.
 
a mystery that can only be resolved by assembling various pieces of information




•
 
help the police put all the pieces of the jigsaw together.










3.
 
a machine saw with a fine blade enabling it to cut curved lines in a sheet of wood, metal, or plastic.













jihad

 
/jəˈhäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(among Muslims) a war or struggle against unbelievers.




2.
 
(also 
greater jihad

 )
 — 

[Islam]

 the spiritual struggle within oneself against sin.











– origin

 from Arabic 
jihād

 , literally ‘effort,’ expressing, in Muslim thought, struggle on behalf of God and Islam.





jihadi

 
/jiˈhädē /

 
jehadi





I.
 
noun




a person involved in a jihad; an Islamic militant.











– origin

 from Arabic 
jihādi

 , from 
jihād

 .





jihadist

 
/jiˈhädist/





I.
 
noun




a jihadi.








II.
 
derivatives





jihadism






noun





















jilbab

 
/jilˈbab jilˈbäb/





I.
 
noun




a full-length outer garment, traditionally covering the head and hands, worn in public by some Muslim women.











– origin

 Persian 
jilbāb

 , from Arabic, ‘garment, dress, veil.’






Jilin

 
/ˌjēˈlin /

 
Kirin





I.
 
a province in northeastern China; capital, Changchun.




II.
 
an industrial city in Jilin province; pop. 1,263,900 (est. 2006).









jilleroo

 
/ˌjiləˈro͞o /

 
jillaroo





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a young woman working on a sheep or cattle station to gain experience.











– origin

 1940s: from the given name 
Jill

 , on the pattern of 
jackeroo

 .





jillion

 
/ˈjilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an extremely large number




•
 
they ran 
jillions of

 ads.

















– origin

 1940s: fanciful formation on the pattern of 
billion

 and 
million

 .





jilt

 
/jilt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suddenly reject or abandon (a lover)




•
 
he was jilted at the altar by his bride-to-be.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person, especially a woman, who capriciously rejects a lover.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘deceive, trick’): of unknown origin.





Jim Crow

 
/ˌjim ˈkrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 the former practice of segregating black people in the US


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Jim Crow laws.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹offensive›

 a black person.




3.
 


(US)

 an implement for straightening steel bars or bending rails by screw pressure.








II.
 
derivatives





Jim Crowism

 
/ˈkrōˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: the name of a black character in a 19th-cent. plantation song.





jim-dandy

 
/ˌjim ˈdandē /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




fine, outstanding, or excellent.








II.
 
noun




an excellent or notable person or thing.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the given name 
Jim

 (nickname for 
James

 ) + dandy
 .





Jiménez de Cisneros, Francisco

 
/hēˈmānəs dā sisˈnerōs /

 
Ximenes de Cisneros






(1436–1517), Spanish cardinal and statesman; regent of Spain 1516–17. He was Grand Inquisitor for Castile and Léon from 1507 to 1517, during which time he undertook a massive campaign against heresy and had about 2,500 alleged heretics put to death.









Jiminy

 
/ˈjimənē/





I.
 
exclamation




used in phrases as an expression of surprise




•
 


by Jiminy

 , she was right




•
 
Jiminy Cricket!

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of Gemini
 used as a mild oath in the mid 17th cent., a euphemistic form of 
Jesus (Christ)

 .





jim-jams

 
/ˈjim ˌjamz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 a fit of depression or nervousness




•
 
prerace jim-jams.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a small article or knickknack): fanciful reduplication. The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





jimmies

 
/ˈjimēz/






plural noun



1.
 
tiny multicolored sugar shapes, typically rods and balls, used for decorating cakes, ice cream, and other desserts; sprinkles.




2.
 
(especially in the US Northeast) chocolate rod-shaped sprinkles.













Jimmu

 
/ˈjēmo͞o/






the legendary first emperor of Japan (660 
BC

 ), descendant of the sun goddess Amaterasu and founder of the imperial dynasty.









jimmy

 
/ˈjimē /

 


‹Brit.›

 jemmy





I.
 
noun




a short crowbar used by a burglar to force open a window or door.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 force open (a window or door) with a jimmy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: pet form of the given name 
James

 (compare with jack
 1
 ).






jimson weed

 
/ˈjimsən ˌwēd /

 
jimpson weed





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a strong-smelling poisonous datura with large, trumpet-shaped white flowers and toothed leaves, which has become a weed of waste ground in many countries.

[
Datura stramonium

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the prickly fruit of the jimson weed, which resembles that of a horse chestnut.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally as 
Jamestown weed

 ): named after Jamestown
 in Virginia.






Jin

 
/jin /

 
Chin





I.
 
a dynasty that ruled China 
AD

 265–420, commonly divided into 
Western Jin

 (265–317) and 
Eastern Jin

 (317–420).




II.
 
a dynasty that ruled Manchuria and northern China 
AD

 1115–1234.









Jina

 
/ˈjēnə/





I.
 
noun




(in Jainism) a great teacher who has attained liberation from karma.











– origin

 from Sanskrit (see also Jain
 ).






Jinan

 
/ˌjēˈnän /

 
Tsinan






a city in eastern China, the capital of Shandong province; pop. 2,726,400 (est. 2006).









jingle

 
/ˈjiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a light ringing sound such as that made by metal objects being shaken together.




2.
 
a short slogan, verse, or tune designed to be easily remembered, especially as used in advertising.




3.
 
(also 
jingle shell

 )
 — a bivalve mollusk with a fragile, slightly translucent shell, the lower valve of which has a hole through which pass byssus threads for anchorage.

[Family 
Anomidae

 : 
Anomia

 and other genera.]








II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a light metallic ringing sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her bracelets were jingling




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he jingled the coins in his pocket.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of writing) be full of alliteration or rhymes.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jingler






noun













2.
 
jingly

 
/ˈjiNGɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.





jingo

 
/ˈjiNGɡō/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a vociferous supporter of policy favoring war, especially in the name of patriotism.








II.
 
phrases





by jingo!








‹dated›

 an exclamation of surprise.















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally a conjuror's word): 
by jingo

 (and the noun sense) come from a popular song adopted by those supporting the sending of a British fleet into Turkish waters to resist Russia in 1878. The chorus ran: “We don't want to fight, yet by Jingo! if we do, We've got the ships, we've got the men, and got the money too.”





jingoism

 
/ˈjiNGɡōˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 extreme patriotism, especially in the form of aggressive or warlike foreign policy.








II.
 
derivatives





jingoist

 
/ˈjiNGɡōəst /






noun





















jingoistic

 
/ˈˌjiNGɡōˈistik/






adjective






‹chiefly derogatory›

 characterized by extreme patriotism, especially in the form of aggressive or warlike foreign policy




•
 
jingoistic propaganda.




















jink

 
/jiNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change direction suddenly and nimbly, as when dodging a pursuer




•
 
she was too quick for him and jinked away every time.














II.
 
noun




a sudden quick change of direction.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally Scots as 
high jinks

 , denoting antics at drinking parties): probably symbolic of nimble motion. Current senses date from the 18th cent.






jinn

 
/jin /

 
djinn
 , jinni





I.
 
noun




(in Arabian and Muslim mythology) an intelligent spirit of lower rank than the angels, able to appear in human and animal forms and to possess humans.

Compare with genie
 .











– origin

 from Arabic 
jinnī

 , plural 
jinn

 .





Jinnah, Muhammad Ali

 
/ˈjinə/






(1876–1948), Indian statesman and founder of Pakistan. He headed the Muslim League in its struggle with the Hindu-oriented Indian National Congress over Indian independence. In 1947, he became the first governor general and president of Pakistan.










jinrikisha

 
/jinˈrikSHô, -SHä /

 
jinricksha





I.
 
noun




another term for ricksha
 .











– origin

 Japanese, from 
jin

 ‘man’ + 
riki

 ‘strength’ + 
sha

 ‘vehicle.’





Jinsha

 
/ˈjinˈSHä/






see Yangtze
 .









jinx

 
/jiNGks/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that brings bad luck.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be jinxed

 )


1.
 
bring bad luck to; cast an evil spell on




•
 
the play is jinxed.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): probably a variant of 
jynx

 ‘wryneck’ (because the bird was used in witchcraft).





Jinzhou

 
/ˌjinˈjō/






a city in Liaoning province, in northeastern China, near the Gulf of Liaodong at the northern end of the Bo Hai; pop. 721,500 (2006).










jird

 
/jərd/





I.
 
noun




a long-tailed burrowing rodent related to the gerbils, found in deserts and steppes from North Africa to China.

[Genus 
Meriones

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species, in particular 
M. unguiculatus

 , popular as a pet.]











– origin

 from Berber 
(a)gherda

 .






jirga

 
/ˈjərɡə/





I.
 
noun




(in Afghanistan) a tribal council. A grand tribal council presently has a legislative function in the country.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Pashto, ‘council, assembly.’ 
Loya jirga

 is from Pashto, from 
loya

 ‘great, grand’ and 
jirga

 .






jism

 
/ˈjizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 semen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





JIT






abbreviation




(of manufacturing systems) just-in-time.













jitney

 
/ˈjitnē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a bus or other vehicle carrying passengers for a low fare.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally denoting a five-cent piece): of unknown origin.






jitter

 
/ˈjidər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
jitters

 )
 — feelings of extreme nervousness




•
 
a bout of the jitters.










2.
 
slight irregular movement, variation, or unsteadiness, especially in an electrical signal or electronic device.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act nervously




•
 
an anxious student who jittered at any provocation.










2.
 
(of a signal or device) suffer from jitter.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





jitterbug

 
/ˈjidərˌbəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fast dance popular in the 1940s, performed chiefly to swing music.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a person fond of dancing the jitterbug.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a nervous person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the jitterbug.











– origin

 1930s (originally US): from the verb jitter
 + bug
 .





jittery

 
/ˈjidərē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 nervous or unable to relax




•
 
caffeine makes me jittery.














II.
 
derivatives





jitteriness

 
/ˈjid(ə)rēnəs /






noun





















jiujitsu

 
/ˌjo͞oˈjitso͞o/






noun




variant spelling of jujitsu
 .













Jivaro

 
/ˈhēvəˌrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of the eastern slopes of the Andes in Ecuador and Peru.




2.
 
any of the group of languages spoken by the Jivaro.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Jivaro or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Jivaroan

 
/ˌhēvəˈrōən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Spanish 
jíbaro

 , probably from the local name 
Shuara

 , 
Shiwora

 .





jive

 
/jīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively style of dance popular especially in the 1940s and 1950s, performed to swing music or rock and roll.




2.
 
swing music.




3.
 
a style of dance music popular in South Africa




•
 
township jive.










4.
 
(also 
jive talk

 )
 — a form of slang associated with black American jazz musicians.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a thing, especially talk, that is deceptive or worthless




•
 
a single image says more than any amount of blather and jive.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform the jive or a similar dance to popular music




•
 
people were jiving in the aisles.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 taunt or sneer at




•
 
Willy kept jiving him until Jimmy left.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — talk nonsense




•
 
he wasn't jiving about that bartender.














III.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 deceitful or worthless.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jiver






noun













2.
 
jivey






adjective



















– origin

 1920s (originally US denoting meaningless or misleading speech): of unknown origin; the later musical sense ‘jazz’ gave rise to ‘dance performed to jazz’ (1940s).





Jixi

 
/ˈjēˈSHē/






a city in Heilongjiang province, in northeastern China, on the Muling River, east of Harbin; pop. 740,500 (est. 2006).









jizz

 
/jiz/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (among birdwatchers and naturalists) the characteristic impression given by a particular species of animal or plant.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





JJ






abbreviation



1.
 
Judges.




2.
 
Justices.













Jn






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 an epistle of John.




2.
 
the Gospel of John.













Jnr

 
/ˈjo͞onyər/






abbreviation






(chiefly Brit.)

 Junior (in names).













jnt.






abbreviation




joint.













Joachim

 
/ˈjōəkim/






see Ritz Brothers
 .









Joachim, St.

 
/ˈyōəkim, ˈjō-/






(in Christian tradition) the husband of St. Anne and father of the Virgin Mary. He is first mentioned in an apocryphal work of the 2nd century, and then rarely referred to until much later in time.









Joan of Arc, St.

 
/ˌjōn əv ˈärk/






(
c.

 1412–31), French national heroine; known as 
the Maid of Orleans

 ; French name 
Jeanne d'Arc

 . She led the French armies against the English in the Hundred Years War, relieving besieged Orleans in 1429 and ensuring that Charles VII could be crowned in Reims. Captured by the Burgundians in 1430, she was handed over to the English, convicted of heresy, and burned at the stake. Canonized in 1920, her feast day is May 30.









João Pessoa

 
/ˌZHwou peˈsōə/






a city in northeastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast, capital of the state of Paraíba; pop. 674,762 (2007).










job1


 
/jäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paid position of regular employment




•
 
jobs are created in the private sector, not in Washington




•
 
a part-time job.










2.
 
a task or piece of work, especially one that is paid




•
 
she wants to be left alone to get on with the job




•
 
you 
did a good job of

 explaining.










3.
 
a responsibility or duty




•
 
it's our job to find things out.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a difficult task




•
 
we thought you'd have a job getting there.










5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a procedure to improve the appearance of something, especially an operation involving plastic surgery




•
 
she's had a nose job




•
 
someone had done a skillful paint job.










6.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a thing of a specified nature




•
 
the car was a blue malevolent-looking job.










7.
 


‹informal›

 a crime, especially a robbery




•
 
a series of daring bank jobs.










8.
 


[Computing]

 an operation or group of operations treated as a single and distinct unit.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
jobbing

 )
 — do casual or occasional work




•
 
a jobbing builder.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — buy and sell (stocks) as a broker-dealer, especially on a small scale.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 cheat; betray.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 turn a public office or a position of trust to private advantage.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do the job








‹informal›

 achieve the required result




•
 
a piece of board will do the job.















2.
 
do a job on someone








‹informal›

 do something that harms or defeats an opponent




•
 
I go out and do a job on anyone who is giving our top scorers a hard time.















3.
 
a good job








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a fortunate fact or circumstance




•
 
it was a good job she hadn't brought the car.















4.
 
on the job






while working; at work.









5.
 
out of a job






unemployed.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





job something out








(N. Amer.)

 assign separate elements of a piece of work to different companies, contractors, or workers




•
 
all the work done by the middleman can be jobbed out at a much lower cost.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.(
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): of unknown origin.






job2


 
/jäb /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prod or stab




•
 
he prepared to job the huge brute.










2.
 
thrust (something pointed) at or into something.








II.
 
noun




an act of prodding, thrusting, or wrenching.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently symbolic of a brief forceful action (compare with jab
 ).






Job

 
/jōb/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a prosperous man whose patience and piety were tried by undeserved misfortunes, and who, in spite of his bitter lamentations, remained confident in the goodness and justice of God.




II.
 
a book of the Bible telling of Job.









jobber

 
/ˈjäbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a wholesaler.




2.
 
a person who does casual or occasional work.




3.
 


‹historical›

 (in the UK) a principal or wholesaler who dealt only on the Stock Exchange with brokers, not directly with the public.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘broker, middleman,’ originally not derogatory): from job
 1
 .





jobbery

 
/ˈjäbərē/






noun




the practice of using a public office or position of trust for one's own gain or advantage.













jobbie

 
/ˈjäbē/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 an object or product of a specified kind




•
 
the room was a no-frills jobbie.



















job control language

 
/jäb kənˈtrōl ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun






[Computing]

 a language enabling the user to define the tasks to be undertaken by the operating system.













job creation






noun




the provision of new opportunities for paid employment, especially for those who are unemployed.













job description






noun




a formal account of an employee's responsibilities.













job-hunt

 
/ˈjäb ˈˌhənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
job-hunting

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 seek employment.








II.
 
derivatives





job-hunter

 
/ˈjäbˌhən(t)ər /






noun





















jobless

 
/ˈjäbləs/






adjective




unemployed.













joblessness

 
/ˈjäbləsnəs/






noun




the state of being unemployed




•
 
public anger over rising joblessness.



















job lot

 
/ˈjäb ˈˌlät/






noun




a miscellaneous group of articles, especially when sold or bought together




•
 
a job lot of stuff I bought from a demolition firm.



















job-related






adjective




associated with a job




•
 
job-related training




•
 
gaining new job-related knowledge or skills




•
 
job-related injuries are a constant threat.



















job rotation






noun




the practice of moving employees between different tasks to promote experience and variety.













Jobs, Steven

 
/jäbz/






(1955–2011), US computer entrepreneur; full name 
Steven Paul Jobs

 . He set up the Apple computer company in 1976 with 
Steve Wozniak

 and served as chairman until 1985, returning in 1997 as CEO. He was also the former CEO of the Pixar animation studio.









Job's comforter

 
/ˌjōbz ˈkəmfərtər/





I.
 
noun




a person who aggravates distress under the guise of giving comfort.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alluding to the biblical story (Job 16:2) of Job
 .





job seeker

 
/ˈjäb ˌsēkər /

 
jobseeker






noun




a person who is unemployed and looking for work.













job-share

 
/ˈjäb ˌSHe(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two part-time employees) jointly do a full-time job, sharing the remuneration.








II.
 
noun




an arrangement in which two people share the work and pay of a single full-time job.








III.
 
derivatives





job-sharer






noun





















Job's tears

 
/ˌjōbz ˈtirz/





I.
 
plural noun




a widely cultivated Southeast Asian grass that bears its seeds inside hollow, pear-shaped receptacles, which are gray and shiny and sometimes used as beads.

[
Coix lacryma-jobi

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: named after the patriarch Job
 .





Joburg

 
/ˈjōbərɡ/






a nickname for Johannesburg
 .









Jocasta

 
/jōˈkastə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Theban woman, the wife of Laius and mother and later wife of Oedipus.









jock1


 
/jäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a disc jockey.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an enthusiast or participant in a specified activity




•
 
a computer jock.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: abbreviation.





jock2


 
/jäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for jockstrap
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an enthusiastic athlete or sports fan, especially one with few other interests.








II.
 
derivatives





jockish






adjective





















jock3


 
/jäk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(US)

 a pilot or astronaut.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: probably an abbreviation of jockey
 , from its informal use in combinations such as 
jet jockey

 , 
plow jockey

 , where “operation” or “control” of equipment is involved.






jockey

 
/ˈjäkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who rides in horse races, especially as a profession.




2.
 
an enthusiast or participant in a specified activity




•
 
a car jockey.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
struggle by every available means to gain or achieve something




•
 
both men will be 
jockeying for

 the two top jobs.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — handle or manipulate (someone or something) in a skillful manner




•
 
Jason jockeyed his machine into a dive.














III.
 
derivatives





jockeyship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: diminutive of 
Jock

 ‘ordinary man; a rustic,’ Scots form of the given name 
Jack

 . The word came to mean ‘mounted courier,’ hence the current sense (late 17th cent). Another early use ‘horse dealer’ (long a byword for dishonesty) probably gave rise to the verb sense ‘manipulate,’ whereas the main verb sense probably relates to the behavior of jockeys maneuvering for an advantageous position during a race.





jockey cap






noun




a strengthened cap with a long visor of a kind worn by jockeys.













jockey shorts

 
Jockey shorts
 , Jockeys






plural noun






‹trademark›

 men's close-fitting underpants with a short leg.













jock itch





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fungal infection of the groin area.











– origin

 1970s: 
jock

 from jockstrap
 .





jocks

 
/jäks/






plural noun






‹informal›

 jockey shorts.














jockstrap

 
/ˈjäkˌstrap/





I.
 
noun




a support or protection for the male genitals, worn especially by athletes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from slang 
jock

 ‘genitals’ (of unknown origin) + strap
 .





jocose

 
/jəˈkōs jōˈkōs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 playful or humorous




•
 
a jocose allusion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jocosely






adverb













2.
 
jocoseness

 
/jōˈkōsnəs /






noun













3.
 
jocosity

 
/jōˈkäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
jocosus

 , from 
jocus

 (see joke
 ).





jocular

 
/ˈjäkyələr/





I.
 
adjective




fond of or characterized by joking; humorous or playful




•
 
she sounded in a jocular mood




•
 
his voice was jocular.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jocularity

 
/ˌjäkyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
jocularly

 
/ˈjäkyələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
jocularis

 , from 
joculus

 , diminutive of 
jocus

 (see joke
 ).





jocund

 
/ˈjäkənd ˈjōkənd/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 cheerful and lighthearted




•
 
a jocund wedding party.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jocundity

 
/jōˈkəndədē /






noun













2.
 
jocundly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
jocundus

 , variant (influenced by 
jocus

 ‘joke’) of 
jucundus

 ‘pleasant, agreeable,’ from 
juvare

 ‘to delight.’






Jodhpur

 
/ˈjädpər, -ˌpo͝or/





I.
 
a city in western India, in Rajasthan; pop. 1,006,700 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a former princely state in India, now part of Rajasthan.









jodhpurs

 
/ˈjädpərz/





I.
 
plural noun




full-length trousers, worn for horseback riding, that are close-fitting below the knee and have reinforced patches on the inside of the leg.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Jodhpur
 , where similar garments are worn by Indian men as part of everyday dress.





Jody call

 
/ˈjōdē ˌkôl/






noun




a song, refrain, or cadence sung in time to marching.













joe

 
/jō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 coffee.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an ordinary man




•
 
the average joe.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: pet form of the given name 
Joseph

 ; compare with Joe Blow
 . 
Sense

 1 arose in the 1940s.





Joe Bloggs

 
/ˌjō ˈbläɡz/






noun




British term for Joe Blow
 .














Joe Blow

 
/ˌjō ˈblō/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a name for a hypothetical average man.













Joel

 
/jō(ə)l/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet of the 5th or possibly 9th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing the prophecies of Joel.









Joel, Billy






(1949–), US pop singer and songwriter; full name 
William Martin Joel

 . His hit songs include 
“Piano Man”

 (1973), 
“Just the Way You Are”

 (1977), 
“Tell Her About It”

 (1983), 
“We Didn't Start the Fire”

 (1989), and 
“The River of Dreams”

 (1993).









Joe Public

 
/ˈˌjō ˈpəblik/






noun




British term for John Q. Public
 .













joe-pye weed

 
/ˈjōpī ˌwēd /

 
joe pye weed





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tall North American perennial plant of the daisy family that bears clusters of small purple flowers.

[Genus 
Eupatorium

 , family 
Compositae

 , several species, in particular 
sweet joe-pye weed

 
E. purpureum

 and 
spotted joe-pye weed

 
E. maculatum

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Joe Schmoe

 
/ˌjō ˈSHmō /

 
Joe Schmo





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a hypothetical ordinary man




•
 
a lot of Joe Schmoes make it to the big leagues.

















– origin

 1940s: alteration of 
schmuck

 .





Joe Sixpack

 
/ˌjō ˈsikspak/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a name for a hypothetical ordinary working man.











– origin

 1970s: from 
Joe

 , familiar abbreviation of the given name 
Joseph

 , used to denote any ordinary man; see also six-pack
 .





joey1


 
/ˈjōē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young kangaroo or other marsupial.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a baby or young child.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of uncertain origin.





joey2


 
/ˈjōē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a silver threepenny bit.











– origin

 1930s: diminutive of the nickname 
Joe

 : the derivation remains unknown. The term (originally slang in London, England) denoted a fourpenny piece in the 19th cent.





Joffre, Joseph

 
/ˈjôfrə/






(1852–1931), French marshal; commander in chief of the French army on the western front during World War I; full name 
Joseph Jacques Césaire Joffre

 .









Joffrey, Robert

 
/ˈjäfrē/






(1930–88) US ballet dancer and choreographer; born 
Abdullah Jaffa Anver Bey Khan

 . He founded the Joffrey Ballet in the 1950s, affiliating with NewYork's Lincoln Center in 1966.










jog

 
/jäɡ/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — run at a steady gentle pace, especially on a regular basis as a form of physical exercise




•
 
he began to jog along the road




•
 (as 
noun

 
jogging

 )
 
try cycling or gentle jogging.










2.
 
(of a horse) move at a slow trot.




3.
 
move in an unsteady way, typically slowly




•
 
the bus jogged and jolted.










4.
 
(
jog along/on

 )
 — continue in a steady, uneventful way




•
 
our marriage worked, and we jogged along.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — nudge or knock slightly




•
 
a hand jogged his elbow.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spell of jogging




•
 
his morning jog.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a gentle running pace




•
 
he set off along the bank at a jog.










3.
 
a slight push or nudge.








III.
 
phrases





jog someone's memory






cause someone to remember something suddenly.












IV.
 
derivatives





jogger

 
/ˈjäɡər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stab, pierce’): variant of jag
 1
 .






joggle1


 
/ˈjäɡəl/





I.
 
verb




move or cause to move with repeated small bobs or jerks


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the car bounced and joggled on the rough road.














II.
 
noun




a bobbing or jerking movement.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: frequentative of jog
 .





joggle2


 
/ˈjäɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a joint between two pieces of stone, concrete, or timber consisting of a projection in one of the pieces fitting into a notch in the other or a small piece let in between the two.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join (pieces of stone, concrete, or timber) by means of a joggle.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps related to jag
 1
 .





jog-shuttle

 
/ˈjäɡˌSHədl/






noun




a facility on some video recorders that allows the speed at which the tape is played to be varied.













jog trot

 
/ˈjäɡ ˌträt/






noun






‹dated›

 a slow trot.














Johannesburg

 
/jōˈhänəsbərɡ/






a city in South Africa, the capital of the province of Gauteng; pop. 2,023,500 (est. 2009). It is the largest city in South Africa and the center of its gold-mining industry.









Johannine

 
/jōˈhanən, -īn/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the Apostle St. John the Evangelist, or to the Gospel or epistles of John in the New Testament.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the medieval Latin given name 
Johannes

 ‘John’ + -ine
 1
 .






Johannisberg

 
/jōˈhanisbərɡ /

 
Johannisberg Riesling





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the chief variety of the Riesling wine grape, originating in Germany and widely grown in California and elsewhere.




2.
 
a white wine made from the Johannisberg grape.











– origin

 from the name of a castle and village on the Rhine, Germany, where it was originally produced.





Johannisberger

 
/jōˈhanisˌbərɡər/






noun




variant of Johannisberg
 .













john

 
/jän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a toilet.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a prostitute's client.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (
sense

 2): from the given name 
John

 , used from late Middle English as a form of address to a man, or to denote various occupations, including that of priest (late Middle English) and policeman (mid 17th cent).





John1


 
/jän/






(1165–1216), son of Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine; king of England 1199–1216; known as 
John Lackland

 . He lost most of his French possessions to Phillip II of France. In 1209, he was excommunicated for refusing to accept Stephen Langton as the archbishop of Canterbury. Forced to sign the Magna Carta by his barons in 1215, he ignored its provisions and civil war broke out.










John2


 
/jän/





I.
 
the name of six kings of Portugal.




II.
 


John I

 (1357–1433), reigned 1385–1433; known as 
John the Great

 . Reinforced by an English army, he defeated the Castilians at Aljubarrota in 1385 and won independence for Portugal.




III.
 


John II

 (1455–95), reigned 1481–95.




IV.
 


John III

 (1502–57), reigned 1521–57.




V.
 


John IV

 (1604–56), reigned 1640–56; known as 
John the Fortunate

 . The founder of the Braganza dynasty, he expelled a Spanish usurper and proclaimed himself king.




VI.
 


John V

 (1689–1750), reigned 1706–50.




VII.
 


John VI

 (1767–1826), reigned 1816–26.









John, Sir Elton






(1947–), English singer, pianist, and songwriter; born 
Reginald Kenneth Dwight

 ; full name 
Sir Elton Hercules John

 . His hit songs include 
“Your Song”

 (1970), 
“Nikita”

 (1985), and 
“Don't Let the Sun Go Down on Me”

 (1991). His 
“Candle in the Wind”

 (1997) tribute to Diana, Princess of Wales, became the highest-selling single in history.










John, St.





I.
 
an Apostle; son of Zebedee and brother of James; known as 
St. John the Evangelist

 or 
St. John the Divine

 . He is traditionally credited with having written the fourth Gospel, Revelation, and three epistles of the New Testament. Feast day, December 27.




II.
 
the fourth Gospel (see gospel
 (
sense

 2)).




III.
 
any of the three epistles of the New Testament attributed to St. John.










John III






(1624–96), king of Poland 1674–96; known as 
John Sobieski

 . In 1683, he relieved Vienna when it was besieged by the Turks and became a hero in the Christian world.









John Barleycorn

 
/ˌjän ˈbärlēkôrn/






noun




a personification of barley, or of malt liquor.













johnboat

 
/ˈjänbōt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small flat-bottomed boat with square ends, used chiefly on inland waterways.













John Bull

 
/ˌjän ˈbo͝ol/





I.
 
noun




a personification of England or the typical Englishman, represented as a stout, red-faced farmer in a top hat and high boots.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of a character representing the English nation in John Arbuthnot's satire 
Law is a Bottomless Pit; or, the History of John Bull

 (1712).





John Chrysostom, St.






see Chrysostom, St. John
 .









John Day River

 
/ˌjän ˌdā ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 280 miles (450 km) across northern Oregon to join the Columbia River east of The Dalles.










John Doe

 
/ˌjän ˈdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Law]

 an anonymous party, typically the plaintiff, in a legal action.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Law]

 
‹informal›

 a hypothetical average man.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: originally in legal use as a name of a fictitious plaintiff, corresponding to 
Richard Roe

 , used to represent the defendant.






John Dory

 
/ˌjän ˈdôrē/






noun




an edible dory (fish) of the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean, with a black oval mark on each side.

[
Zeus faber

 , family 
Zeidae

 .]













Johne's disease

 
/ˈyōniz diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a form of chronic enteritis in cattle and sheep, caused by a mycobacterium.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Heinrich A. 
Johne

 (1839–1910), German veterinary surgeon.





johnny

 
/ˈjänē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a short gown fastened in the back, worn by hospital patients.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 used as a name for an unknown man, often suggesting that he is unimportant or insignificant




•
 
the security johnny insists that you sign the visitors' book.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2): nickname for the given name 
John

 .





johnnycake

 
/ˈjänēˌkāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a flat cornmeal cake typically baked or fried on a griddle.




2.
 
(
johnny cake

 )
 — 

(Austral./NZ)

 a small, thin unleavened wheat loaf baked in wood ashes.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: also referred to as 
journey cake

 , which may be the original form.





johnny-come-lately






noun






‹informal›

 a newcomer to or late starter at a particular place or sphere of activity.













Johnny-on-the-spot

 
/ˌjänēänT͟Həˈspät/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person who is at hand whenever needed.













Johnny Reb






noun




another term for Reb
 2
 .













John of Damascus, St.






(
c.

 675–
c.

 749), Syrian theologian and doctor of the Church. He wrote the influential encyclopedic work on Christian theology 
The Fount of Wisdom

 . Feast day, December 4.










John of Gaunt

 
/ˌjän əv ˈɡônt/






(1340–99), son of Edward III. He was the effective ruler of England during the final years of his father's reign and during the minority of Richard II. His son Henry Bolingbroke later became King Henry IV.









John of the Cross, St.






(1542–91), Spanish mystic and poet; born 
Juan de Yepis y Alvarez

 . A Carmelite monk and priest, he founded, with St. Teresa of Ávila, the “discalced” Carmelite order in 1568. Feast day, December 14.









John Paul II






(1920–2005), Polish cleric; pope 1978–2005; born 
Karol Jozef Wojtyla

 ; canonized in 2014 as 
St John Paul II

 . The first non-Italian pope since 1522, he traveled abroad extensively during his papacy and upheld the Roman Catholic Church's traditional opposition to artificial contraception and abortion, homosexuality, the ordination of women, and the relaxation of the rule of celibacy for priests.










John Q. Public

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a name for a hypothetical representative member of the general public, or the general public personified.













Johns, Jasper

 
/jänz/






(1930–), US painter, sculptor, and printmaker. A key figure in the development of pop art, he depicted commonplace and universally recognized images. His 
Flags

 , 
Targets

 , and 
Numbers

 series from the mid–1950s are among his best-known works.









johnson

 
/ˈjänsən/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a man's penis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Johnson, Andrew

 
/ˈjänsən/






(1808–75), 17th president of the US 1865–69. As vice president 1865, he succeeded to the presidency upon the assassination of President Lincoln. During his administration, Alaska was purchased from Russia. His lenient policy toward the southern states after the Civil War and his refusal to cooperate with Congress led him to be the first president ever to be impeached. He was acquitted by one vote short of the two-thirds majority required.









Johnson, Cornelius

 
Jansens
 , Janssen van Ceulen






(1593–
c.

 1661), Dutch portrait painter; born in England. He painted for the court of Charles I; in 1643, after the outbreak of the English Civil War, he imigrated to Holland.









Johnson, Earvin






(1959–), US basketball player; known as 
Magic Johnson

 . He played for the Los Angeles Lakers from 1979 to 1991. He played on the US basketball team that won a gold medal at the 1992 Olympic games and then returned briefly to the Lakers.









Johnson, Jack






(1878–1946), US boxer. He was the first black world heavyweight champion 1908–15.









Johnson, James Weldon






(1871–1938) US writer, songwriter, and social activist. Originally a lyricist and then in the US consular service, he made many contributions to the Harlem Renaissance. Notable works include the novel 
The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man

 (1912) and his autobiography, 
Along This Way

 , in 1933.









Johnson, Jimmie






(1975–), US race car driver; full name 
Jimmie Kenneth Johnson

 . In 2010, he became the first NASCAR driver to win five consecutive championships.









Johnson, Lyndon Baines






(1908–73), 36th president of the US 1963–69; known as 
LBJ

 . Before becoming vice president 1961–63, he was a US senator 1949–61. He succeeded to the presidency upon the assassination of President Kennedy and was elected for four more years in 1964. His domestic programs, such as those for civil rights, were labeled the Great Society. During his administration, US involvement in Vietnam increased, undermining his popularity, and he did not seek re-election.









Johnson, Philip






(1906–2005), US architect and writer; full name 
Philip Courtelyou Johnson

 . He designed many buildings in New York City, including the AT&T headquarters building (now the Sony building) and the Bobst Library at New York University. He co-authored 
The International Style

 (1932).









Johnson, Robert






(1911–38), US blues singer and guitarist. Despite his mysterious early death, he was very influential on the 1960s blues movement. Notable songs include 
“Love In Vain”

 and 
“Sweet Home Chicago.”











Johnson, Samuel





I.
 
(1709–84), British lexicographer, writer, critic, and conversationalist; known as 
Dr. Johnson

 . A leading figure in the literary London of his day, he is noted particularly for his 
Dictionary of the English Language

 (1755), his edition of Shakespeare (1765), and 
The Lives of the English Poets

 (1779–81). James Boswell's biography of Johnson records details of his life and conversation.




II.
 
derivatives





Johnsonian

 
/jänˈsōnēən /






adjective





















Johnson, Thomas






(1732–1819) US Supreme Court associate justice 1792–93. A chief judge in Maryland's court system, he was appointed to the Court by President Washington.









Johnson, Walter






(1887–1946) US baseball player; full name 
Walter Perry Johnson

 ; known as the 
Big Train

 . He pitched for the Washington Senators 1907–27 and had a record 110 career shutouts and led the American League in strikeouts for 12 seasons. Baseball Hall of Fame (1936).









Johnson, William






(1771–1834) US Supreme Court associate justice 1804–34. A Democratic-Republican appointed to the Court by President Jefferson, he was a noted dissenter.









Johnson City






an industrial city in northeastern Tennessee, part of a complex with Bristol and Kingsport; pop. 61,990 (est. 2008).









Johnston

 
/ˈjänstən/






a town in northeastern Rhode Island, a southwestern suburb of Providence; pop. 28,524 (est. 2008).









Johnston, Joseph E.






(1807–91), American soldier and US politician; full name 
Joseph Eggleston Johnston

 . A Confederate general, he was defeated by Grant at Vicksburg and surrendered to Sherman in 1865. From Virginia, he later served in the US House of Representatives 1879–81.









Johnston Atoll

 
/ˌjänstən ˈatˌôl/






an atoll in the central Pacific Ocean, southwest of Hawaii, that is controlled by the US and used for military operations.









Johnstown

 
/ˈjänztoun/






an industrial city in southwestern Pennsylvania, southeast of Pittsburgh, noted as the site of a devastating flood in 1889; pop. 21,641 (est. 2008).









John the Baptist, St.






Jewish preacher and prophet; a contemporary of Jesus. In 
c.

 
AD

 27 he preached and baptized on the banks of the Jordan River. Among those whom he baptized was Jesus Christ. He was beheaded by Herod Antipas after denouncing the latter's marriage to 
Herodias

 , the wife of Herod's brother 
Philip

 (Matt. 14:1–12). Feast day, June 24.









John the Evangelist, St.

 
John the Divine






see John, St.










John the Fortunate






, John IV of Portugal (see John
 2
 ).









Johor

 
/jəˈhôr /

 
Johore






a state in Malaysia, at the most southern point of mainland Asia, connected to Singapore by a causeway; capital, Johor Baharu.









Johor Baharu

 
/jəˌhôr bəˈhäro͞o/






a city in southwestern Malaysia, the capital of the state of Johor, opposite the island of Singapore; pop. 895,500 (est. 2009).









joie de vivre

 
/ˌZHwä də ˈvēvrə/





I.
 
noun




exuberant enjoyment of life.











– origin

 French, literally ‘joy of living.’






join

 
/join/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
link; connect




•
 
the tap was 
joined to

 a pipe




•
 


join

 the paragraphs 
together

 .










2.
 
become linked or connected to




•
 
where the River Drave joins the Danube.










3.
 
connect (points) with a line




•
 


join up

 the points in a different color.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — unite to form one entity or group




•
 
they 
joined up with

 local environmentalists




•
 
countries 
join together

 to abolish restrictions on trade.










5.
 
become a member or employee of




•
 
she joined the department last year.










6.
 
take part in




•
 
I joined the demonstration




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
joined in

 and sang along.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
join up

 )
 — become a member of the armed forces




•
 
her brothers joined up in 1914.










8.
 
come into the company of




•
 
after the show we were joined by Jessica's sister.










9.
 
support (someone) in an activity




•
 
I am sure you will 
join

 me 
in

 wishing him every success.














II.
 
noun




a place or line where two or more things are connected or fastened together.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
join battle








‹formal›

 begin fighting.









2.
 
join the club






see club
 1
 .









3.
 
join forces






combine efforts.









4.
 
join hands





a.
 
hold each other's hands.




b.
 
work together




•
 
education has been shy to join hands with business.


















IV.
 
derivatives





joinable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
joindre

 , from Latin 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





joinder

 
/ˈjoindər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the action of bringing parties together; union.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
joindre

 ‘to join.’





joined-up

 
//






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of handwriting) written with the characters joined; cursive.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (especially of a policy) characterized by coordination and coherence of thought; integrated




•
 
a joined-up approach to rural poverty, public services, and employment.



















joiner

 
/ˈjoinər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who constructs the wooden components of a building, such as stairs, doors, and door and window frames.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who readily joins groups or campaigns




•
 
a compulsive joiner of revolutionary movements.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
joigneor

 , from 
joindre

 ‘to join.’





joinery

 
/ˈjoinərē/






noun




the wooden components of a building, such as stairs, doors, and door and window frames, viewed collectively.














joint

 
/joint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point at which parts of an artificial structure are joined.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a break or fracture in a mass of rock, with no relative displacement of the parts.




3.
 
a piece of flexible material forming the hinge of a book cover.




4.
 
a structure in the human or animal body at which two parts of the skeleton are fitted together.




5.
 
each of the distinct sections of a body or limb between the places at which they are connected




•
 
the top two joints of his index finger.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 a large piece of meat cooked whole or ready for cooking




•
 
a 
joint of

 ham.










7.
 
the part of a stem of a plant from which a leaf or branch grows.




8.
 
a section of a plant stem between two joints; an internode.




9.
 


‹informal›

 an establishment of a specified kind, especially one where people meet for eating, drinking, or entertainment




•
 
a burger joint.










10.
 
(
the joint

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 prison.




11.
 


‹informal›

 a marijuana cigarette.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
shared, held, or made by two or more people, parties, or organizations together




•
 
the companies issued a joint statement




•
 
a joint session of Congress.










2.
 
sharing in a position, achievement, or activity




•
 
a joint winner.










3.
 


[Law]

 applied or regarded together.

Often contrasted with several
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide or fasten (something) with joints


(as 
adj.

 
jointed

 )


•
 
jointed lever arms.










2.
 
fill up the joints of (masonry or brickwork) with mortar; point.




3.
 
prepare (a board) for being joined to another by planing its edge.




4.
 
cut (the body of an animal) into joints.








IV.
 
phrases





out of joint





a.
 
(of a joint of the body) out of position; dislocated




•
 
he put his hip out of joint.










b.
 
in a state of disorder or disorientation




•
 
time was thrown completely out of joint.


















V.
 
derivatives





jointless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, past participle of 
joindre

 ‘to join’ (see join
 ).





joint account

 
/joint əˈkount/






noun




a bank account held by more than one person, each individual having the right to deposit and withdraw funds.













joint and several

 
/joint (ə)n ˈsev(ə)rəl/






adjective




(of a legal obligation) undertaken by two or more people, each individual having liability for the whole.













Joint Chiefs of Staff

 
//






noun




the chiefs of staff of the US Army and Air Force, the commandant of the US Marine Corps, and the chief of US Naval Operations. This group's chairman, selected from one of the branches, is the highest-ranking military adviser to the president of the US.













jointer

 
/ˈjoin(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a plane used for preparing a wooden edge for fixing or joining to another.




2.
 
a tool used for pointing masonry and brickwork.













jointly

 
/ˈjoin(t)lē/






adverb




with another person or people; together




•
 
a report prepared jointly by Harvard and Yale universities.



















jointress

 
/ˈjointrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹dated›

 a widow who holds a jointure.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: feminine of obsolete 
jointer

 ‘joint owner.’





joint-stock company

 
/ˈjoint ˈˌstäk ˌkəmp(ə)nē/






noun






[Finance]

 a company whose stock is owned jointly by the shareholders.













joint tenancy





I.
 
noun




the holding of an estate or property jointly by two or more parties, the share of each passing to the other or others on death.








II.
 
derivatives





joint tenant






noun





















jointure

 
/ˈjoin(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 an estate settled on a wife for the period during which she survives her husband, in lien of a dower.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘junction, joint’): from Old French, from Latin 
junctura

 (see juncture
 ). In late Middle English the term denoted the joint holding of property by a husband and wife for life, whence the current sense.





joint venture

 
/ˌjoint ˈvenCHər/






noun




a commercial enterprise undertaken jointly by two or more parties that otherwise retain their distinct identities.













joist

 
/joist/





I.
 
noun




a length of timber or steel supporting part of the structure of a building, typically arranged in parallel series to support a floor or ceiling.








II.
 
derivatives





joisted






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
giste

 , from Old French, ‘beam supporting a bridge,’ based on Latin 
jacere

 ‘lie down.’





jojoba

 
/hōˈhōbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
jojoba oil

 )
 — an oil extracted from the seeds of an American shrub, widely used in cosmetics.




2.
 
the leathery-leaved evergreen shrub or small tree that produces these seeds, native chiefly to the southwestern US. It is grown to prevent desertification as well as for its seeds.

[
Simmondsia chinensis

 , the only member of the family 
Simmondsiaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Mexican Spanish.






joke

 
/jōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that someone says to cause amusement or laughter, especially a story with a funny punchline




•
 
she was in a mood to tell jokes.










2.
 
a trick played on someone for fun.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing that is ridiculously inadequate




•
 
the transportation system is a joke.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make jokes; talk humorously or flippantly




•
 
she could laugh and 
joke with

 her colleagues




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“It's OK, we're not related,” she joked.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 poke fun at




•
 
he was pretending to joke his daughter.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be no joke








‹informal›

 be a serious matter or difficult undertaking




•
 
trying to shop with three children in tow is no joke.















2.
 
can (or can't) take a joke






be able (or unable) to receive humorous remarks or tricks in the spirit in which they are intended




•
 
if you can't take a joke, you should never have joined.















3.
 
the joke is on someone








‹informal›

 someone looks foolish, especially after trying to make someone else look so.









4.
 
make a joke of






laugh or be humorous about (something that is not funny in itself).















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally slang): perhaps from Latin 
jocus

 ‘jest, wordplay.’





joker

 
/ˈjōkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is fond of joking.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish or inept person




•
 
a bunch of jokers.










3.
 
a playing card, typically bearing the figure of a jester, used in some games as a wild card.




4.
 


(US)

 a clause unobtrusively inserted in a bill or document and affecting its operation in a way not immediately apparent.








II.
 
phrases





the joker in the pack






a person or factor likely to have an unpredictable effect on events.

















jokesmith

 
/ˈjōkˌsmiTH/






noun




a skilled inventor or maker of jokes.













jokester

 
/ˈjōkstər/






noun




a person fond of making or telling jokes




•
 
he was an outgoing, fun-loving kid, the family jokester.



















jokey

 
/ˈjōkē /

 
joky





I.
 
adjective




not serious; teasing or humorous




•
 
a brief exchange of jokey comments.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jokily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
jokiness






noun





















jokingly

 
/ˈjōkiNGlē/






adverb




in a humorous or flippant manner




•
 
I commented jokingly that they could still win if they kicked a goal every minute




•
 
he is jokingly referred to as the Dinosaur.



















jolie laide

 
/ˈZHōlē ˈled/





I.
 
noun




a woman whose face is attractive despite having ugly features.











– origin

 French, from 
jolie

 ‘pretty’ and 
laide

 ‘ugly,’ feminine adjectives.





Joliet

 
/ˌjōlēˈet/






an industrial and commercial city in northeastern Illinois; pop. 146,125 (est. 2008).










Joliot, Jean-Frédéric

 
/ˈjōlyō/






(1900–58), French nuclear physicist. As Marie Curie's assistant at the Radium Institute, he worked with her daughter 
Irène

 (1897–1956), whom he married (taking the name 
Joliot-Curie

 ); together they discovered artificial radioactivity. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1935), shared with his wife.










joliotium

 
/ˌjōlēˈōSH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun




the name proposed by IUPAC for the chemical element of atomic number 105, now called 
dubnium

 .











– origin

 1990s: modern Latin, from the name of J. F. Joliot (see Joliot, Jean-Frédéric
 ).





Jolliet, Louis

 
/ZHôlˈye, ZHōlēˈet/






(1645–1700) French–Canadian explorer. With Jacques Marquette, he explored the upper Midwest and the upper Mississippi River 1673–74.









jollification

 
/ˌjäləfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




lively celebration with others; merrymaking.













jollity

 
/ˈjälədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lively and cheerful activity or celebration




•
 
a night of riotous jollity.










2.
 
the quality of being cheerful




•
 
he was full of false jollity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jolite

 , from 
joli

 (see jolly
 1
 ).





jollof rice

 
/ˈjäləf ˌrīs/





I.
 
noun




a West African stew made with rice, chili peppers, and meat or fish.











– origin

 
jollof

 , variant of Wolof
 .






jolly1


 
/ˈjälē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happy and cheerful




•
 
he was a jolly man full of jokes.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 lively and entertaining




•
 
we had a very jolly time.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 encourage (someone) in a friendly way




•
 
he 
jollied

 people 
along






•
 
they were trying to jolly her out of her torpor.










2.
 
(
jolly someone/something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 make someone or something more lively or cheerful




•
 
ideas to jolly up a winter's party.














III.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very; extremely




•
 
that's a jolly good idea.














IV.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a party or celebration.








V.
 
phrases




1.
 
get one's jollies








‹informal›

 have fun or find pleasure.









2.
 
jolly well








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially when one is angry or irritated




•
 
I'm going to keep on eating as much sugar as I jolly well like.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jollily

 
/ˈjäləlē /






adverb













2.
 
jolliness

 
/ˈjälēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jolif

 , an earlier form of 
joli

 ‘pretty,’ perhaps from Old Norse 
jól

 (see Yule
 ).






jolly2


 
/ˈjälē /

 
jolly boat





I.
 
noun




a lapstraked ship's boat that is smaller than a cutter, typically hoisted at the stern of the ship.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps related to yawl
 .





Jolly Roger

 
/ˌjälē ˈräjər/





I.
 
noun




a pirate's flag with a white skull and crossbones on a black background.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: apparently from jolly
 1
 + the male given name 
Roger

 , possibly in the old dialect sense ‘the Devil.’





Jolson, Al

 
/ˈjōlsən/






(1886–1950), US singer, movie actor, and comedian; born 
Asa Yoelson

 in Russia. He made the Gershwin song “Swanee” his trademark and appeared in the first full-length talking movie, 
The Jazz Singer

 , in 1927.









jolt

 
/jōlt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
push or shake (someone or something) abruptly and roughly




•
 
a surge in the crowd behind him jolted him forward.










2.
 
give a surprise or shock to (someone) in order to make them act or change




•
 
she tried to 
jolt

 him 
out of

 his depression.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with sudden lurches




•
 
the train jolted into motion.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an abrupt rough or violent movement.




2.
 
a surprise or shock, especially of an unpleasant kind and often manifested physically




•
 
that information gave her a severe jolt.














III.
 
derivatives





jolty

 
/ˈjōltē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Jon.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 Jonah.




2.
 
Jonathan.













Jonagold

 
/ˈjänəˌɡōld/





I.
 
noun




a dessert apple of a variety with greenish-gold skin and crisp flesh.











– origin

 1960s: blend of Jonathan
 2
 and Golden Delicious
 .





Jonah

 
/ˈjōnə/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew minor prophet. He was called by God to preach in Nineveh, but disobeyed and attempted to escape by sea; in a storm he was thrown overboard as a bringer of bad luck and swallowed by a great fish, only to be saved and finally succeed in his mission.




II.
 
a book of the Bible telling of Jonah.









Jonathan1


 
/ˈjänəTHən/






(in the Bible) a son of Saul, noted for his friendship with David and killed at the battle of Mount Gilboa.










Jonathan2


 
/ˈjänəTHən/





I.
 
noun




a cooking apple of a red-skinned variety first grown in the US.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Jonathan

 Hasbrouck (died 1846), American lawyer.





jones

 
/jōnz /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
noun




a fixation on or compulsive desire for someone or something, typically a drug; an addiction




•
 
a two-year amphetamine jones.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
jones on/for

 )


1.
 
have a fixation on; be addicted to




•
 
Palmer was jonesing for some coke again.

















– origin

 1960s: said to come from 
Jones

 Alley, in Manhattan, associated with drug addicts.





Jones, Bobby

 
/jōnz/






(1902–71), US golfer; full name 
Robert Tyre Jones

 . In a short competitive career 1923–30, as an amateur, he won thirteen major competitions, including four US and three British open championships.









Jones, Inigo






(1573–1652), British architect and stage designer. He introduced the Palladian style to Britain in buildings such as the Queen's House at Greenwich (1616) and the Banqueting Hall at Whitehall (1619).









Jones, James






(1921–77), US writer. His novel 
From Here to Eternity

 (1951) was made into a movie in 1953. He also wrote 
The Thin Red Line

 (1962). 
Whistle

 , which he did not complete, was published posthumously in 1978.









Jones, James Earl






(1931–), US actor. He has performed in numerous classical and contemporary plays, including 
Othello

 (1964) and 
The Great White Hope

 (Tony Award, 1969). He has appeared in more than fifty films, including 
Dr. Strangelove

 (1964) and 
Field of Dreams

 (1989); his distinctive resonant voice was heard in the roles of Darth Vader in 
Star Wars

 (1977) and King Mufasa in 
The Lion King

 (1994).









Jones, Jennifer






(1919–2009) US actress; born 
Phyllis Isley

 . Notable movies: 
The Song of Bernadette

 (1943), 
Duel in the Sun

 (1946), 
Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing

 (1955), 
A Farewell to Arms

 (1957), and 
Tender Is the Night

 (1962).









Jones, John Paul






(1747–92), American naval officer; born 
John Paul

 in Scotland. Noted for his raids off the northern coasts of Britain during the American Revolution, he is said to have stated “I have not yet begun to fight!” after victory in a 1779 battle between the Americans and the British.









Jones, Quincy






(1933–), US composer, conductor, and jazz trumpeter; full name 
Quincy Delight Jones, Jr.

 He founded his own recording label, Qwest Records, in 1980. He also wrote television scores, such as the theme for 
The Bill Cosby Show

 and movie scores, such as for 
The Color Purple

 (1985), which he also produced.









Jones, Shirley






(1934–), US actress and singer. She starred in the movie musicals 
Oklahoma!

 (1955) and 
Carousel

 (1956), as well as in 
Elmer Gantry

 (1960). She also played Shirley Partridge in television's 
The Partridge Family

 (1970–74).









Jones, Tom






(1940–), Welsh pop singer; born 
Thomas Jones Woodward

 . Hits include 
“It's Not Unusual”

 (1965), 
“The Green, Green Grass of Home”

 (1966), and 
“Delilah”

 (1968).









Jonesboro

 
/ˈjōnzˌbərō/






a city in northeastern Arkansas; pop. 63,960 (est. 2008).









Joneses

 
/ˈjōnzəz/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Joneses

 )


1.
 
a person's neighbors or social equals.








II.
 
phrases





keep up with the Joneses






try to emulate or not be outdone by one's neighbors.















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Jones

 , a commonly found British surname.





Jonestown

 
/ˈjōnztoun/






a former religious settlement in the jungle of Guyana, established by Reverend Jim Jones with about 1,000 followers, almost all of whom died in a mass suicide in late 1978.









Jong, Erica

 
/ˈyôNG/






(1942–), US novelist and poet; full name 
Erica Mann Jong

 . She is best known for her picaresque novels 
Fear of Flying

 (1973), recounting the sexual exploits of heroine Isadora Wing, and 
Fanny

 (1980), written in a pseudo-18th-century style.









jongleur

 
/ZHôNGˈɡlər ˈjäNGɡlər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an itinerant minstrel.











– origin

 French, variant of 
jougleur

 ‘juggler,’ earlier 
jogleor

 ‘pleasant, smiling,’ from Latin 
joculator

 ‘joker.’





Jönköping

 
/ˈyœnˌCHœpiNG/






an industrial city in southern Sweden, at the southern end of Lake Vättern; pop. 125,154 (2008).









jonquil

 
/ˈjänkwəl/





I.
 
noun




a widely cultivated narcissus with clusters of small fragrant yellow flowers and cylindrical leaves, native to southern Europe and northeastern Africa.

[
Narcissus jonquilla

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
jonquilla

 or French 
jonquille

 , from Spanish 
junquillo

 , diminutive of 
junco

 , from Latin 
juncus

 ‘rush, reed.’





Jonson, Ben

 
/ˈjänsən/





I.
 
(1572–1637), British playwright and poet; full name 
Benjamin Jonson

 . With his play 
Every Man in His Humour

 (1598), he established his “comedy of humors,” whereby each character is dominated by a particular obsession. Other notable works: 
Volpone

 (1606) and 
Bartholomew Fair

 (1614).




II.
 
derivatives





Jonsonian

 
/jänˈsōnēən /






adjective





















jook

 
/jo͞ok, jo͝ok/






noun




another term for juke joint
 .













Joplin

 
/ˈjäplən/






an industrial and commercial city in southwestern Missouri; pop. 49,775 (est. 2008).









Joplin, Janis

 
/ˈjäplən/






(1943–70), US rock and blues singer. She became a vocalist with Big Brother and the Holding Company, and gave a raw, powerful performance at the Monterey pop festival in 1967. She died from a heroin overdose just before her most successful album, 
Pearl

 , and her number-one single 
“Me and Bobby McGee”

 were released in 1970.









Joplin, Scott






(1868–1917), US pianist and composer. He was the first of the creators of ragtime to write down his compositions. Notable works: 
“Maple Leaf Rag”

 (1899), 
“The Entertainer”

 (1902), and 
“Gladiolus Rag”

 (1907).










Joppa

 
/ˌjäpə/






biblical name for Jaffa
 .









Jordaens, Jacob

 
/ˈyôrˌdäns/






(1593–1678), Flemish painter. Influenced by Rubens, he is noted for his boisterous peasant scenes.









Jordan

 
/ˈjôrdən/





I.
 
a country in the Middle East, east of the Jordan River; pop. 6,269,300 (est. 2009); capital, Amman; official language, Arabic.

Official name Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
 . Romans, Arabs, Crusaders, and Turks dominated the area successively until it was made a British protectorate in 1916 and achieved independence in 1946. During the war of 1948–49 that followed the establishment of the state of Israel, Jordan took over the area of the West Bank; this was recovered by Israel in the Six Day War of 1967, after which many Palestinian refugees entered the country. A peace treaty with Israel was signed in 1994, ending an official state of war between the two countries.




II.
 
a river that flows south for 200 miles (320 km) from the Anti-Lebanon Mountains through the Sea of Galilee into the Dead Sea. John the Baptist baptized Jesus Christ in the Jordan River. It is regarded as sacred not only by Christians but also by Jews and Muslims.









Jordan, Barbara






(1936–96) US lawyer, educator, and politician; full name 
Barbara Charline Jordan

 . She was the first black woman to serve in the Texas Senate (1967–72), before being elected to the US House of Representatives 1973–79.









Jordan, Michael






(1963–), US basketball player; full name 
Michael Jeffrey Jordan

 . Playing for the Chicago Bulls 1984–93 and 1995–98, he led them to six titles and was the NBA's most valuable player five times. He later played for the Washington Wizards 2001–03.









jordan almond

 
/ˌjôrd(ə)n ˈälmənd/





I.
 
noun




a high-quality almond of a variety grown chiefly in southeastern Spain.











– origin

 late Middle English: 
jordan

 apparently from French or Spanish 
jardin

 ‘garden.’





Jordanian

 
/jôrˈdānēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Jordan or its people




•
 
a Jordanian government official.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Jordan




•
 
he has been given rent-free accommodations by a sympathetic Jordanian.



















Jornada del Muerto

 
/hôrˌnädə del ˈmwertō/






a desert region in southern New Mexico, near White Sands, known as the “journey of death” for the difficulties early travelers endured.









jorts

 
/jôrts/





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 shorts made of denim fabric




•
 
turn all your jeans into jorts.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of jeans
 and shorts
 .





jorum

 
/ˈjôrəm ˈjōrəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a large bowl or jug used for serving drinks such as tea or punch.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps from 
Joram

 (2 Sam. 8:10), who “brought with him vessels of silver, and vessels of gold” to King David.





Jos.






abbreviation



1.
 
Joseph.




2.
 
Josiah.




3.
 


[Bible]

 Joshua.













Joseph

 
/ˈjōzəf ˈjōsəf/






(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and oldest son of Rachel. He was given a coat of many colors by his father, but was then sold by his jealous brothers into captivity in Egypt, where he attained high office.










Joseph, Chief






(c.1840–1904) American Indian leader; Indian name 
Inmuttooyahlatlat

 . As chief of the Nez Percé, he defied the efforts of the US government to move his people from Oregon until he was captured in 1877.









Joseph, St.






husband of the Virgin Mary. A carpenter of Nazareth, he was betrothed to Mary at the time of the Annunciation. Feast day, March 19.









Josephine

 
/ˈjōzəfēn/






(1763–1814), empress of France 1804–09; full name 
Marie Joséphine Rose Tascher de la Pagerie

 . She married Napoleon in 1796. Their marriage proved childless, and she was divorced by Napoleon in 1809.









Joseph of Arimathea, St

 
/ˌarəməˈTHēə/






a member of the council at Jerusalem who, after the Crucifixion, asked Pilate for Jesus' body, which he buried. He is also known from the medieval story that he came to England with the Holy Grail and built the first church at Glastonbury. Feast day, 17 March.









Josephson junction

 
/ˈjōzəfsən, -səf-/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an electrical device in which two superconducting metals are separated by a thin layer of insulator, across which an electric current may flow in the absence of a potential difference. The current may be made to oscillate in proportion to an applied potential difference.











– origin

 1960s: named after Brian D. 
Josephson

 (born 1940), British physicist.





Josephus, Flavius

 
/jōˈsēfəs/






(
c.

 37–
c.

 100), Jewish historian, general, and Pharisee; born 
Joseph ben Matthias

 . His 
Jewish War

 gives an eyewitness account of the events that led up to the Jewish revolt against the Romans in 66, in which he was a leader.









josh

 
/jäSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tease (someone) in a playful way




•
 
he loved to josh people.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in joking or playful talk with others.








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 good-natured banter.








III.
 
derivatives





josher

 
/ˈjäSHər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.





Josh.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Joshua.














Joshua

 
/ˈjäSH(ə)wə/





I.
 
(
fl.

 
c.

 13th century 
BC

 ), Israelite leader who succeeded Moses and led his people into the Promised Land.




II.
 
the sixth book of the Bible, telling of the conquest of Canaan and its division among the twelve tribes of Israel.









Joshua tree





I.
 
noun




a yucca that grows as a tree and has clusters of spiky leaves, native to arid regions of southwestern North America.

[
Yucca brevifolia

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from Joshua
 (Josh. 8:18), the plant being likened to a man brandishing a spear.





Joshua Tree National Park

 
/ˌjäSHəwə trē ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈpärk/






a national preserve in southern California, noted for its desert plant and animal life.










joss

 
/jäs/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese religious statue or idol.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Javanese 
dejos

 , from obsolete Portuguese 
deos

 , from Latin 
deus

 ‘god.’





josser

 
/ˈjäsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 a man, typically an old man or one regarded with some contempt




•
 
an old josser.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral.)

 a clergyman.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from joss
 + -er
 1
 .





joss house






noun




a Chinese temple.













joss stick

 
/ˈjäs stik/






noun




a thin stick consisting of a substance that burns slowly and with a fragrant smell, used as incense.













jostle

 
/ˈjäsəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
push, elbow, or bump against (someone) roughly, typically in a crowd




•
 
passengers arriving and departing, jostling one another




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
people 
jostled against

 us.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
jostle for

 )
 — struggle or compete forcefully for




•
 
a jumble of images jostled for attention.














II.
 
noun




the action of jostling.











– origin

 late Middle English 
justle

 , from 
just

 , an earlier form of joust
 . The original sense was ‘have sexual intercourse with’; current senses date from the mid 16th cent.






jot

 
/jät/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something) quickly




•
 
when you've found the answers, 
jot

 them 
down

 .














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
a very small amount




•
 
you didn't care a jot




•
 
I have yet to see 
one jot of

 evidence.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun): via Latin from Greek 
iōta

 , the smallest letter of the Greek alphabet (see iota
 ).





jota

 
/ˈhōdə/





I.
 
noun




a folk dance from northern Spain, danced in couples in fast triple time.











– origin

 Spanish.





jotting

 
/ˈjädiNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
jottings

 )


1.
 
a brief note.













Jotun

 
/ˈyôto͝on/





I.
 
noun






[Scandinavian Mythology]

 a member of the race of giants, enemies of the gods.











– origin

 from Old Norse 
jǫtunn

 , related to Old English 
eoten

 , of Germanic origin.





joual

 
/ZHo͞oˈäl/





I.
 
noun




a nonstandard form of popular Canadian French, influenced by English vocabulary and grammar.











– origin

 Canadian French dialect, from French 
cheval

 ‘horse,’ apparently from the way 
cheval

 is pronounced in rural areas of Quebec.





jougs

 
/jo͞oɡz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹historical›

 a hinged iron collar chained to a wall or post, used in medieval Scotland as an instrument of punishment.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
joug

 or Latin 
jugum

 ‘yoke.’





jouissance

 
/ZHo͞oēˈsäns/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 physical or intellectual pleasure, delight, or ecstasy.











– origin

 French, from 
jouir

 ‘enjoy.’





joule

 
/jo͞ol /

 
J





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of work or energy, equal to the work done by a force of one newton when its point of application moves one meter in the direction of action of the force, equivalent to one 3600th of a watt-hour.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after J. P. 
Joule

 (see Joule, James Prescott
 ).






Joule, James Prescott

 
/jo͞ol/






(1818–89), British physicist. He established that all forms of energy were basically the same and interchangeable—the first law of thermodynamics. The Joule–Thomson effect, discovered with William Thomson (later Lord Kelvin) in 1852, led to the development of the refrigerator and to the science of cryogenics.









Joule effect






noun






[Physics]

 the heating that occurs when an electric current flows through a resistance.













Joule's law

 

‹Physics›







a law stating that the heat produced by an electric current 
i

 flowing through a resistance 
R

 for a time 
t

 is proportional to 
i

 2
 
Rt

 .









Joule–Thomson effect






noun






[Physics]

 the change of temperature of a gas when it is allowed to expand without doing any external work. The gas becomes cooler if it was initially below a certain temperature (the 
inversion temperature

 ), or hotter if initially above it.













jounce

 
/jouns/





I.
 
verb




jolt or bounce


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the car jounced wildly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the pilot jounced the plane through turbulence.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably symbolic; compare with bounce
 .





jour.






abbreviation



1.
 
journal.




2.
 
journeyman.













journal

 
/ˈjərnl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a newspaper or magazine that deals with a particular subject or professional activity




•
 
medical journals




•
 [in 
names

 ]
 
the 
Wall Street Journal

 .










2.
 
a daily record of news and events of a personal nature; a diary.




3.
 


[Nautical]

 a logbook.




4.
 
(
the Journals

 )
 — a record of the daily proceedings in the British Houses of Parliament.




5.
 
(in bookkeeping) a daily record of business transactions with a statement of the accounts to which each is to be debited and credited.




6.
 


[Mechanics]

 the part of a shaft or axle that rests on bearings.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a book containing the appointed times of daily prayers): from Old French 
jurnal

 , from late Latin 
diurnalis

 (see diurnal
 ).





journal box






noun






[Mechanics]

 a box that houses a journal and its bearing.













journalese

 
/ˌjərnlˈēz/






noun






‹informal›

 a hackneyed style of writing supposedly characteristic of newspapers and magazines.













journalism

 
/ˈjərnlˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
the activity or profession of writing for newspapers, magazines, or news websites or preparing news to be broadcast.




2.
 
the product of the activity of journalism




•
 
an art critic whose essays and journalism are never dull.



















journalist

 
/ˈjərn(ə)ləst/






noun




a person who writes for newspapers, magazines, or news websites or prepares news to be broadcast.













journalistic

 
/ˈˌjərnlˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to journalists or journalism




•
 
Brian started his journalistic career with the Northern Echo




•
 
a reputation for high quality and journalistic integrity.














II.
 
derivatives





journalistically






adverb





















journalize

 
/ˈjərnlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 enter (notes or information) in a journal or account book




•
 
I would gladly journalize some of my proceedings.




















journey

 
/ˈjərnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of traveling from one place to another




•
 
she went on a long journey.










2.
 
a long and often difficult process of personal change and development




•
 
her spiritual journey towards Roman Catholicism




•
 
I was excited with my character's journey in the film.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel somewhere




•
 
they journeyed south.














III.
 
derivatives





journeyer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jornee

 ‘day, a day's travel, a day's work’ (the earliest senses in English), based on Latin 
diurnum

 ‘daily portion,’ from 
diurnus

 (see diurnal
 ).





journeyman

 
/ˈjərnēmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trained worker who is employed by someone else.




2.
 
a worker or sports player who is reliable but not outstanding


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a solid journeyman professional.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from journey
 (in the obsolete sense ‘day's work’) + man
 ; so named because the journeyman was no longer bound by indentures but was paid by the day.





journo

 
/ˈjərnō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a journalist.











– origin

 1960s (originally an Australian usage): abbreviation.






joust

 
/joust/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
noun

 
jousting

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 (of a medieval knight) engage in a sports contest in which two opponents on horseback fight with lances.




2.
 
compete closely for superiority




•
 
the guerrillas 
jousted for

 supremacy.














II.
 
noun




a medieval sports contest in which two opponents on horseback fought with lances.








III.
 
derivatives





jouster






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘join battle, engage’): from Old French 
jouster

 ‘bring together,’ based on Latin 
juxta

 ‘near.’





J'Ouvert

 
/ZHo͞oˈver/





I.
 
noun




(in the Caribbean) the official start of carnival, at dawn on the Monday preceding Lent.











– origin

 French Creole, from French 
jour ouvert

 ‘day opened.’






Jove

 
/jōv/





I.
 
another name for Jupiter
 .




II.
 
phrases





by Jove








‹dated›

 an exclamation indicating surprise or used for emphasis




•
 
by Jove, that's a cold wind.





















– origin

 from Latin 
Jov-

 , stem of Old Latin 
Jovis

 , replaced later by 
Jupiter

 . The exclamation 
by Jove

 dates from the late 16th cent.





jovial

 
/ˈjōvēəl/





I.
 
adjective




cheerful and friendly




•
 
she was in a jovial mood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
joviality

 
/ˌjōvēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
jovially

 
/ˈjōvēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
jovialis

 ‘of Jupiter’ (see Jove
 ), with reference to the supposed influence of the planet Jupiter on those born under it.





Jovian

 
/ˈjōvēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(in Roman mythology) of or like the god Jove (or Jupiter).




2.
 
of or relating to the planet Jupiter or the class of giant planets to which Jupiter belongs.








II.
 
noun




a hypothetical or fictional inhabitant of the planet Jupiter.













jowl

 
/joul/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
jowls

 )


1.
 
the lower part of a person's or animal's cheek, especially when it is fleshy or drooping




•
 
she had a large nose and heavy jowls.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the cheek of a pig used as meat.




3.
 
the loose fleshy part of the neck of certain animals, such as the dewlap of cattle or the wattle of birds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jowled

 
/jould /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
ruddy-jowled



















2.
 
jowly






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ceole

 (related to German 
Kehle

 ‘throat, gullet’), partly merged with Old English 
ceafl

 ‘jaw’ (related to Dutch 
kevels

 ‘cheekbones’).





joy

 
/joi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of great pleasure and happiness




•
 
tears of joy




•
 
the joy of being alive.










2.
 
a thing that causes joy




•
 
the joys of Manhattan.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 rejoice




•
 
I felt shame that I had ever joyed in his discomfiture or pain.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
joie

 , based on Latin 
gaudium

 , from 
gaudere

 ‘rejoice.’





Joyce, James

 
/jois/





I.
 
(1882–1941), Irish writer; full name 
James Augustine Aloysius Joyce

 . An important writer of the modernist movement, he first became known for his short stories in 
Dubliners

 (1914). His novel 
Ulysses

 (1922) revolutionized the structure of the modern novel and developed the stream-of-consciousness technique. Other notable novels: 
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

 (1914–15) and 
Finnegans Wake

 (1939).




II.
 
derivatives





Joycean

 
/ˈjoisēən /






adjective, noun





















joyful

 
/ˈjoifəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling, expressing, or causing great pleasure and happiness




•
 
joyful music.














II.
 
derivatives





joyfulness

 
/ˈjoifəlnəs /






noun





















joyfully

 
/ˈjoifəlē/






adverb




with great pleasure and happiness




•
 
after months of snow, I joyfully welcome the rain




•
 
the men sang joyfully.



















joyless

 
/ˈjoiləs/





I.
 
adjective




not giving or feeling any pleasure or satisfaction; grim or dismal




•
 
she had to face the thought of a joyless future.














II.
 
derivatives





joylessly






adverb





















Joyner–Kersee, Jackie

 
/ˈjoinər ˈkərsē/






(1962–) US track and field athlete. She won gold medals in the heptathlon in the 1988 and 1992 Olympic Games.









joyous

 
/ˈjoiəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 full of happiness and joy




•
 
scenes of joyous celebration.














II.
 
derivatives





joyousness






noun





















joyously

 
/ˈjoiəslē/






adverb




with great happiness and joy




•
 
the players joyously celebrated a great victory.



















joypad

 
/ˈjoipad/





I.
 
noun




an input device for a computer games console which uses buttons to control the motion of an image on the screen.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: blend of joystick
 and keypad
 .





joyride

 
/ˈjoirīd/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a fast and dangerous ride, especially one taken in a stolen vehicle




•
 
kids stealing cars for a Saturday night joyride.














II.
 
derivatives





joyrider

 
/ˈjoiˌrīdər /






noun





















joyriding

 
/ˈjoiˌrīdiNG/






noun




the action or practice of driving fast and dangerously in a stolen car for enjoyment.














joystick

 
/ˈjoiˌstik/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the control column of an aircraft.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a lever that can be moved in several directions to control the movement of an image on a computer or similar display screen.













JP






abbreviation




Justice of the Peace.













JPEG

 
/ˈjāpeɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a format for compressing image files


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a JPEG image.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a file in JPEG format.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
Joint Photographic Experts Group

 .





J-pop






noun




Japanese pop music.




•
 
a local quartet that plays a delicious blend of J-pop and noisy blaring rock.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a J-pop star.



















Jr.






abbreviation




junior (in names)




•
 
John Smith Jr.



















JRC






abbreviation




Junior Red Cross.













JSD






abbreviation




Doctor of the Science of Law (Doctor of Juristic Science).













Juan Carlos

 
/ˌ(h)wän ˈkärlōs/






(1938–), king of Spain 1975–2014; full name 
Juan Carlos Victor María de Borbón y Borbón

 ; grandson of Alfonso XIII. Franco's chosen successor, he became king after Franco's death. His reign saw Spain's increasing liberalization and its entry into NATO and the European Community. In 2014 he abdicated in favor of his son Prince Felipe.









Juan de Fuca Strait

 
/ˌ(h)wän də ˌfyo͞okə ˈstrāt/






an ocean passage between Vancouver Island in British Columbia and the Olympic Peninsula in Washington.









Juan Fernandez Islands

 
/ˌ(h)wän fərˈnandez ˌīləndz/






a group of three almost uninhabited islands in the Pacific Ocean, 400 miles (640 km) west of Chile.









Juárez, Benito Pablo

 
/(h)wäˈrez, ˈ(h)wärəs/






(1806–72), Mexican statesman; president 1861–64 and 1867–72. Between 1864 and 1867, he was replaced as emperor by Maximilian, who was supported by the French.









juba

 
/ˈjo͞obə/





I.
 
noun




a dance originating among plantation slaves in the southern US, featuring rhythmic handclapping and slapping of the thighs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Juba

 
/ˈjo͞obə/






the capital of South Sudan, on the White Nile River; pop. 250,000 (est. 2005).









Jubba

 
/ˈjo͞obə/






a river in East Africa that rises in the highlands of central Ethiopia and flows south for about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) through Somalia to the Indian Ocean.









jubilant

 
/ˈjo͞obələnt/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing great happiness and triumph.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jubilance






noun













2.
 
jubilantly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘making a joyful noise’): from Latin 
jubilant-

 ‘calling, hallooing,’ from the verb 
jubilare

 (see jubilate
 ).






jubilate

 
/ˈjo͞obəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 show great happiness; rejoice




•
 
sing and jubilate aloud.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
jubilat-

 ‘called out,’ from the verb 
jubilare

 , used by Christian writers to mean ‘shout for joy.’





Jubilate

 
/ˌjo͞obəˈlātē, ˌyo͞obəˈlätā/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
Psalm 100 (99 in the Vulgate), beginning 
Jubilate deo

 “rejoice in God,” especially as used as a canticle in the Anglican service of matins.




2.
 
a musical setting of this.











– origin

 Latin, ‘shout for joy!,’ imperative of 
jubilare

 (see jubilate
 ).





jubilation

 
/ˌjo͞obəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




a feeling of great happiness and triumph.













jubilee

 
/ˈjo͞obəˌlē ˌjo͞obəˈlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a special anniversary of an event, especially one celebrating twenty-five or fifty years of a reign or activity


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
jubilee celebrations.










2.
 


[Judaism]

 (in Jewish history) a year of emancipation and restoration, celebrated every fifty years.




3.
 
(in full 
Jubilee Year

 )
 — a period of remission from the penal consequences of sin, granted by the Roman Catholic Church under certain conditions for a year, usually at intervals of twenty-five years.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of desserts) flambé




•
 
cherries jubilee.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
jubile

 , from late Latin 
jubilaeus (annus

 ) ‘(year) of jubilee,’ based on Hebrew 
yōḇēl

 , originally ‘ram's-horn trumpet,’ with which the jubilee year was proclaimed.





Jud.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 Judges.




2.
 


[Bible]

 Judith.














Judaea

 
/jo͞oˈdāə /

 
Judea





I.
 
the southern part of ancient Palestine that corresponds to the former kingdom of Judah.




II.
 
derivatives





Judaean






adjective






















Judah

 
/ˈjo͞odə/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, the fourth son of Jacob and Leah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him, the most powerful of the twelve tribes of Israel.




III.
 
the southern part of ancient Palestine, occupied by the tribe of Judah. After the reign of Solomon (
c.

 930 
BC

 ) it formed a separate kingdom from Israel.

Later known as Judaea
 .









Judaic

 
/jo͞oˈdāik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Judaism or the ancient Jews




•
 
tenets of Judaic law.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
Judaicus

 , from Greek 
Ioudaïkos

 , from 
Ioudaios

 (see Jew
 ).





Judaism

 
/ˈjo͞odāˌizəm ˈjo͞odēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the monotheistic religion of the Jews.




2.
 
the Jews collectively.





For its origins Judaism looks to the biblical covenant made by God with Abraham, and to the laws revealed to Moses and recorded in the Torah (supplemented by the rabbinical Talmud), which established the Jewish people's special relationship with God. Since the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 
AD

 70, the rituals of Judaism have centered on the home and the synagogue, the chief day of worship being the Sabbath (sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday), and the annual observances including Yom Kippur and Passover.




II.
 
derivatives





Judaist






noun



















– origin

 from late Latin 
Judaismus

 , from Greek 
Ioudaïsmos

 , from 
Ioudaios

 (see Jew
 ).





Judaize

 
/ˈjo͞odēˌīz, -dā-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make Jewish; convert to Judaism.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — follow Jewish customs or religious rites.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Judaization

 
/ˌjo͞odē-iˈzāSHən, -dā- /






noun













2.
 
Judaizer






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Christian Latin 
judaizare

 , from Greek 
ioudaizein

 , from 
Ioudaios

 (see Jew
 ).





judas

 
/ˈjo͞odəs /

 
judas hole





I.
 
noun




a peephole in a door.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Judas

 Iscariot (see Judas
 1
 ), because of his association with betrayal.






Judas1


 
/ˈjo͞odəs/





I.
 
an Apostle; full name 
Judas Iscariot

 . He betrayed Jesus to the Jewish authorities in return for thirty pieces of silver; the Gospels leave his motives uncertain. Overcome with remorse, he later committed suicide.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 , usu. 
a Judas

 )
 — a person who betrays a friend or comrade.









Judas2


 
/ˈjo͞odəs/






see Jude, St.










Judas kiss





I.
 
noun




an act of betrayal, especially one disguised as a gesture of friendship.











– origin

 early 15th cent.: with biblical allusion (Matt. 26:48) to the betrayal of Jesus Christ by Judas Iscariot.






Judas Maccabaeus

 
/ˌjo͞odəs ˌmakəˈbēəs/






(died 
c.

 161 
BC

 ), Jewish leader. As the leader of a Jewish revolt in Judaea against Antiochus IV Epiphanes from around 167, he recovered Jerusalem and rededicated the Temple. He is the hero of the two books of the Maccabees in the Apocrypha.









Judas tree

 
/ˈjo͞odəs ˌtrē/






noun




a Mediterranean tree of the pea family, with purple flowers that typically appear before the rounded leaves.

[
Cercis siliquastrum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













judder

 
/ˈjədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (especially of something mechanical) shake and vibrate rapidly and with force




•
 
the steering wheel juddered in his hand.














II.
 
noun




an instance of rapid and forceful shaking and vibration




•
 
the car gave a judder.














III.
 
derivatives





juddery






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: imitative; compare with shudder
 .






Jude, St.

 
/jo͞od/





I.
 
an Apostle; supposedly the brother of James; also known as 
Judas

 . Thaddaeus is traditionally identified with him. According to tradition, he was martyred in Persia with St. Simon. Feast day (with St. Simon), October 28.




II.
 
the last epistle of the New Testament, ascribed to St. Jude.









Judenrat

 
/ˈyo͞od(ə)nˌrät/





I.
 
noun




a council representing a Jewish community, especially in German-occupied territory during World War II.











– origin

 German, ‘Jewish council.’





judenrein

 
/ˈjo͞odnˌrīn/





I.
 
adjective




from which Jews are excluded (originally with reference to organizations in Nazi Germany).











– origin

 German, ‘free of Jews.’





Judeo-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 Judaeo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
Jewish; Jewish and …




•
 
Judeo-Christian.










2.
 
relating to Judaea.











– origin

 from Latin 
Judaeus

 ‘Jewish.’






Judezmo

 
/jo͞oˈdezmō/






noun




another term for Ladino
 .













Judg.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Judges.














judge

 
/jəj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public official appointed to decide cases in a court of law.




2.
 
a person who decides the results of a competition or watches for infractions of the rules.




3.
 
a person able or qualified to give an opinion on something




•
 
she was a 
good judge of

 character.










4.
 
a leader having temporary authority in ancient Israel in the period between Joshua and the kings.

See also Judges
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form an opinion or conclusion about




•
 
scientists were judged according to competence




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is hard to judge whether such opposition is justified




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 


judging from

 his letters home, Monty was in good spirits.










2.
 
decide (a case) in court




•
 
other cases were judged by tribunal.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — give a verdict on (someone) in court




•
 
she was judged innocent of murder.










4.
 
decide the results of (a competition).








III.
 
derivatives





judgeship

 
/ˈjəjˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
juge

 (noun), 
juger

 (verb), from Latin 
judex

 , 
judic-

 , from 
jus

 ‘law’ + 
dicere

 ‘to say.’





judge advocate

 
/jəj ˈadvəˌkāt/






noun






[Law]

 a lawyer who advises a court-martial on points of law and sums up the case.













judge advocate general






noun




an officer in supreme control of the courts-martial of one of the armed forces.













judge-made

 
/ˈjəjmād/






adjective






[Law]

 constituted by judicial decisions rather than explicit legislation.














Judges

 
/ˈjəjəz/






the seventh book of the Bible, describing the conquest of Canaan under the leaders called “judges” in an account that is parallel to that of the Book of Joshua. The book includes the stories of Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson.










judgment

 
/ˈjəjmənt /

 
judgement





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to make considered decisions or come to sensible conclusions




•
 
an error of judgment




•
 
that is not, 
in my judgment

 , the end of the matter.










2.
 
an opinion or conclusion




•
 
they make subjective judgments about children's skills.










3.
 
a decision of a court or judge




•
 
the Supreme Court upheld the judgment of the Alberta Court of Appeal.










4.
 
a misfortune or calamity viewed as a divine punishment




•
 
the crash had been a 
judgment on

 the parents for wickedness.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
against one's better judgment






contrary to what one believes to be wise or sensible.









2.
 
pass judgment





a.
 
(of a court or judge) give a decision concerning a defendant or legal matter




•
 
he 
passed judgment on

 the accused.










b.
 
criticize or condemn someone from a position of assumed moral superiority.









3.
 
reserve judgment






delay the process of judging or giving one's opinion.









4.
 
sit in judgment






assume the right to judge someone, especially in a critical manner.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jugement

 , from 
juger

 ‘to judge.’ / 
usage:

 In British English, the normal spelling in general contexts is 
judgement

 . However, the spelling 
judgment

 is conventional in legal contexts, and standard in North American English.





judgmental

 
/ˌjəjˈmen(t)l /

 
judgemental





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning the use of judgment




•
 
judgmental errors.










2.
 
having or displaying an excessively critical point of view




•
 
I don't like to sound judgmental, but it was a big mistake.














II.
 
derivatives





judgmentally






adverb






















Judgment Day

 
/ˈjəjmənt dā/






noun




the time of the Last Judgment; the end of the world.













judgment in default






noun






[Law]

 judgment awarded to the plaintiff on the defendant's failure to plead.













Judgment of Solomon






(in the Bible) the arbitration of King Solomon over a baby claimed by two women. He proposed cutting the baby in half, and then gave it to the woman who showed concern for its life.









judicature

 
/ˈjo͞odəkəˌCHo͝or ˈjo͞odəˌkāCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the administration of justice.




2.
 
(
the judicature

 )
 — judges collectively; the judiciary.








II.
 
derivatives





judicatory

 
/ˈjo͞odəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
judicatura

 , from Latin 
judicare

 ‘to judge.’






judicial

 
/jo͞oˈdiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, by, or appropriate to a court or judge




•
 
a judicial inquiry into the allegations




•
 
a judicial system.














II.
 
derivatives





judicially

 
/jo͞oˈdiSH(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
judicialis

 , from 
judicium

 ‘judgment,’ from 
judex

 (see judge
 ). / 
usage:

 
Judicial

 means 'relating to judgment and the administration of justice': the judicial system; judicial robes. Do not confuse it with 
judicious

 , which means 'prudent, reasonable': getting off the highway the minute you felt tired was a judicious choice. 
Judiciary

 refers to the judicial branch of government, the court system, or judges collectively.






judicial review






noun



1.
 
review by the US Supreme Court of the constitutional validity of a legislative act.




2.
 
(in the UK) a procedure by which a court can review an administrative action by a public body and (in England) secure a declaration, order, or award.














judicial separation

 
/jo͞oˈdiSHəl ˌsepəˈrāSHən/






noun




another term for legal separation
 (
sense

 1).













judiciary

 
/jo͞oˈdiSHēˌerē jo͞oˈdiSHərē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the judiciary

 )


1.
 
the judicial authorities of a country; judges collectively.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
judiciarius

 , from 
judicium

 ‘judgment.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at judicial
 .





judicious

 
/jo͞oˈdiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having, showing, or done with good judgment or sense




•
 
the efficient and judicious use of pesticides.














II.
 
derivatives





judiciousness

 
/jo͞oˈdiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
judicieux

 , from Latin 
judicium

 ‘judgment’ (see judicial
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at judicial
 .





judiciously

 
/jo͞oˈdiSHəslē/






adverb




with good judgment or sense




•
 
his work has been carefully and judiciously edited




•
 
judiciously chosen words.



















Judith

 
/ˈjo͞odəTH/





I.
 
(in the Apocrypha) a rich Israelite widow who saved the town of Bethulia from Nebuchadnezzar's army by seducing the besieging general Holofernes and cutting off his head while he slept.




II.
 
a book of the Apocrypha recounting the story of Judith.










judo

 
/ˈjo͞odō/





I.
 
noun




a sport of unarmed combat derived from jujitsu and intended to train the body and mind. It involves using holds and leverage to unbalance the opponent.








II.
 
derivatives





judoist

 
/ˈjo͞odōəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, from 
jū

 ‘gentle’ + 
dō

 ‘way.’





judoka

 
/ˈjo͞odōˌkä, ˌjo͞odōˈkä/





I.
 
noun




a person who practices or is an expert in judo.











– origin

 Japanese, from judo
 + 
-ka

 ‘person, profession.’





Judy

 
/ˈjo͞odē/





I.
 
noun




the wife of Punch in the Punch and Judy show.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Judith

 .





jug

 
/jəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large container for liquids, with a narrow mouth and typically a stopper or cap.




2.
 
the contents of a jug




•
 
she gave us a big 
jug of

 water.










3.
 
(
the jug

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 prison




•
 
three months 
in the jug

 .










4.
 
(
jugs

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's breasts.




5.
 
(also 
jug handle

 )
 — 

[Climbing]

 a secure hold that is cut into rock for climbing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
jugged

 )
 — stew or boil (a hare or rabbit) in a covered container




•
 
jugged hare.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 prosecute and imprison (someone).








III.
 
derivatives





jugful

 
/ˈjəɡˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from 
Jug

 , nickname for the given names 
Joan

 , 
Joanna

 , and 
Jenny

 .





jugal

 
/ˈjo͞oɡəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the zygoma (the bony arch of the cheek).




2.
 


[Entomology]

 of or relating to the jugum of an insect's forewing.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
jugalis

 , from 
jugum

 ‘yoke.’





jug band

 
/ˈjəɡ ˌband/






noun




a group of jazz, blues, or folk musicians using simple or improvised instruments such as jugs and washboards.













Jugendstil

 
/ˈyo͞oɡəntˌSHtēl/





I.
 
noun




German term for art nouveau
 .











– origin

 German, from 
Jugend

 ‘youth’ + 
Stil

 ‘style.’





juggernaut

 
/ˈjəɡərˌnôt/





I.
 
noun




a huge, powerful, and overwhelming force or institution




•
 
a juggernaut of secular and commercial culture.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: extension of Juggernaut
 .






Juggernaut

 
/ˈjəɡərˌnôt/






old-fashioned name for Jagannatha
 .









juggle

 
/ˈjəɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
continuously toss into the air and catch (a number of objects) so as to keep at least one in the air while handling the others, typically for the entertainment of others.




2.
 
cope with by adroitly balancing




•
 
she works full time, 
juggling

 her career 
with

 raising children.










3.
 
organize (information or figures) in order to give a particular impression




•
 
defense chiefs juggled the figures on bomb tests.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of juggling.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘entertain with jesting, tricks, etc’): back-formation from 
juggler

 , or from Old French 
jogler

 , from Latin 
joculari

 ‘to jest,’ from 
joculus

 , diminutive of 
jocus

 ‘jest.’ Current senses date from the late 19th cent.





juggler

 
/ˈjəɡ(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an entertainer who continuously tosses into the air and catches a number of objects so as to keep at least one in the air while handling the others




•
 
a circus juggler.










2.
 
a person who adroitly balances several activities




•
 
you will need to be a deft juggler of competing priorities and tight deadlines.














II.
 
derivatives





jugglery

 
/ˈjəɡlərē /






noun






















jugular

 
/ˈjəɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the neck or throat.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of fish's pelvic fins) located in front of the pectoral fins.








II.
 
noun




short for jugular vein
 .








III.
 
phrases





go for the jugular






be aggressive or unrestrained in making an attack.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
jugularis

 , from Latin 
jugulum

 ‘collarbone, throat,’ diminutive of 
jugum

 ‘yoke.’






jugular vein






noun




any of several large veins in the neck, carrying blood from the head and face.













jugulate

 
/ˈjəɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 kill (someone) by cutting the throat.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
jugulat-

 ‘slain by a cut to the throat,’ from the verb 
jugulare

 , from 
jugulum

 ‘throat’ (see jugular
 ).





jugum

 
/ˈjo͞oɡəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 a connecting ridge or projection.




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Entomology]

 a lobe on the forewing of some moths which interlocks with the hind wing in flight.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘yoke.’





Jugurtha

 
/jo͞oˈɡərTHə/





I.
 
(died 104 
BC

 ), joint king of Numidia 
c.

 118–104. His attacks on his royal partners prompted intervention by Rome and led to the outbreak of the Jugurthine War (112–105). Eventually captured by the Roman general Marius, he was executed in Rome.




II.
 
derivatives





Jugurthine

 
/-ˈɡərTHən /






adjective





















juice

 
/jo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the liquid obtained from or present in fruit or vegetables




•
 
add the juice of a lemon.










2.
 
a drink made from fruit or vegetable juice




•
 
a carton of orange juice.










3.
 
(
juices

 )
 — fluid secreted by the body, especially in the stomach to help digest food.




4.
 
(
juices

 )
 — the liquid that comes from meat or other food when cooked.




5.
 


‹informal›

 electrical energy




•
 
the batteries have run out of juice.










6.
 


‹informal›

 gasoline




•
 
he ran out of juice on the last lap.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 influence or power, especially in a political or business context




•
 
Lucchese was involved in the case and he had a certain amount of juice around the city.










8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 alcoholic drink.




9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 anabolic steroids.




10.
 
(
juices

 )
 — a person's vitality or creative faculties




•
 
it saps the creative juices.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extract the juice from (fruit or vegetables)




•
 
juice one orange at a time.










2.
 
(
juice something up

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 liven something up




•
 
they juiced it up with some love interest.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
juiced

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 drunk.








III.
 
derivatives





juiceless

 
/ˈjo͞osləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
jus

 ‘broth, vegetable juice.’





juice box






noun




a small disposable carton containing a single serving of fruit juice or fruit drink




•
 
only juice boxes (no cans, no bottles) are allowed in the cafeteria.



















juicehead

 
/ˈjo͞oshed/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who drinks large quantities of alcohol.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who habitually takes anabolic steroids to enhance their physical performance.













juicer

 
/ˈjo͞osər/






noun



1.
 
an appliance for extracting juice from fruit and vegetables.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who drinks alcoholic beverages excessively.













juicy

 
/ˈjo͞osē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) full of juice; succulent




•
 
a juicy apple




•
 
a juicy steak.










2.
 


‹informal›

 interestingly scandalous




•
 
juicy gossip.










3.
 


‹informal›

 temptingly appealing




•
 
the promise of juicy returns.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
juicily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
juiciness

 
/ˈjo͞osēnis /






noun





















Juilliard, Augustus D.

 
/ˈjo͞olēˌärd/






(1840–1919), US merchant and patron of music. In 1920, his will created the Juilliard Musical Foundation, which became the Juilliard School of Music in 1926.










jujitsu

 
/ˌjo͞oˈjitso͞o /

 
jiujitsu
 , jujutsu





I.
 
noun




a Japanese system of unarmed combat and physical training.

Compare with judo
 .











– origin

 Japanese 
jūjutsu

 , from 
jū

 ‘gentle’ + 
jutsu

 ‘skill.’





juju1


 
/ˈjo͞ojo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a style of music popular among the Yoruba in Nigeria and characterized by the use of guitars and variable-pitch drums.











– origin

 perhaps from Yoruba 
jo jo

 ‘dance.’





juju2


 
/ˈjo͞ojo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a charm or fetish, especially of a type used by some West African peoples.




2.
 
supernatural power attributed to a charm or fetish




•
 
juju and witchcraft.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of West African origin, perhaps from French 
joujou

 ‘toy.’






jujube

 
/ˈjo͞ojo͞ob/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the edible berrylike fruit of a Eurasian plant, formerly taken as a cough cure.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a jujube-flavored lozenge or gumdrop.




3.
 
(also 
jujube bush

 )
 — the shrub or small tree that produces the jujube fruit, native to the warmer regions of Eurasia.

[
Ziziphus jujuba

 , family 
Rhamnaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from medieval Latin 
jujuba

 , based on Greek 
zizuphos

 .





juke

 
/jo͞ok /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for juke joint
 .




2.
 
short for jukebox
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance, especially to the music of a jukebox




•
 
a middle-aged couple juked to the music.










2.
 
move in a zigzag fashion




•
 
I juked down an alley.

















– origin

 1930s: related to Gullah 
juke

 ‘disorderly.’






jukebox

 
/ˈjo͞okˌbäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine that automatically plays a selected musical recording when a coin is inserted.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a device that stores several computer disks in such a way that data can be read from any of them.











– origin

 1930s: from 
juke

 ‘roadhouse’ (related to Gullah 
juke

 ‘disorderly’) + box
 1
 .






juke joint






noun




a bar featuring music on a jukebox and typically having an area for dancing




•
 
she would slip out of the house with tall country boys . . . going out to good-time, finger popping juke joints.



















juku

 
/ˈjo͞oko͞o/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a private school or college attended in addition to an ordinary educational institution.











– origin

 Japanese.





Jul.






abbreviation




July.













julep

 
/ˈjo͞oləp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet flavored drink made from a sugar syrup, sometimes containing alcohol or medication.




2.
 
short for mint julep
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
julapium

 , via Arabic from Persian 
gulāb

 , from 
gul

 ‘rose’ + 
āb

 ‘water.’





julia

 
/ˈjo͞olyə/






noun




an orange and black American butterfly with long narrow forewings, found chiefly in tropical regions.

[
Dryas julia

 , subfamily 
Heliconiinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]













Julian1


 
/ˈjo͞olyən/





I.
 
adjective




of or associated with Julius Caesar.











– origin

 from Latin 
Julianus

 , from the given name 
Julius

 .





Julian2


 
/ˈjo͞olyən/






(
c.

 
AD

 331–363), Roman emperor 360–363; nephew of Constantine; full name 
Flavius Claudius Julianus

 ; known as 
the Apostate

 . He restored paganism as the state cult in place of Christianity, but this was reversed after his death.









Juliana

 
/ˌjo͞olēˈanə/






(1909–2004), queen of the Netherlands 1948–80; full name 
Juliana Louise Emma Marie Wilhelmina

 . She was the daughter of Queen Wilhelmina and the mother of Queen Beatrix, in whose favor she abdicated.









Julian Alps

 
/ˈjo͞olyən ˈjo͞olēən alps/






an Alpine range in western Slovenia and northeastern Italy. The highest peak is Triglav.










Julian calendar






noun




a calendar introduced by the authority of Julius Caesar in 46 
BC

 , in which the year consisted of 365 days, every fourth year having 366 days. It was superseded by the Gregorian calendar though it is still used by some Orthodox Churches. Dates in the Julian calendar are sometimes designated “Old Style.”













Julian of Norwich






(
c.

 1342–
c.

 1413), English mystic. She is said to have lived as a recluse outside St. Julian's Church in Norwich and is chiefly associated with the 
Revelations of Divine Love

 (
c.

 1393), a description of a series of visions.









Julia set

 
/ˈjo͞olēə ˌset/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a set of complex numbers that do not converge to any limit when a given mapping is repeatedly applied to them. In some cases the result is a connected fractal set.











– origin

 1970s: named after Gaston M. 
Julia

 (1893–1978), Algerian-born French mathematician.





julienne

 
/ˌjo͞olēˈen/





I.
 
noun




a portion of food cut into short, thin strips




•
 
a julienne of vegetables




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
julienne leeks.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (food) into short, thin strips.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally as an adjective designating soup made of chopped vegetables, especially carrots): French, from the male given names 
Jules

 or 
Julien

 , of obscure development.





Juliet

 
/ˌjo͞olēˈet ˈjo͞olyət/






noun




a code word representing the letter J, used in radio communication.













Juliet balcony






noun




a very shallow balcony with a safety railing on an upper story of a building.













Juliet cap





I.
 
noun




a type of women's small ornamental cap, typically made of lace or net and often worn by brides.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: so named because it forms part of the traditional costume of the heroine of Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet

 .





Julius Caesar

 
/ˌjo͞olēəs ˈsēzər/






see Caesar, Julius
 .









July

 
/jəˈlī/





I.
 
noun




the seventh month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the second month of summer




•
 
I had a letter from him in July




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
one hot July afternoon in 1981.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
Julius (mensis

 ) ‘(month) of July,’ named after Julius Caesar.





jumar

 
/ˈjo͞omər, -ˌmär /

 

‹Climbing›






I.
 
noun




a clamp that is attached to a fixed rope and automatically tightens when weight is applied and relaxes when it is removed.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
climb with the aid of a jumar.











– origin

 1960s: originally in Swiss use, of unknown origin.





jumbie

 
/ˈjəmbē/





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 a spirit of a dead person, typically an evil one.











– origin

 from Kikongo 
zumbi

 ‘fetish.’





jumbie bird






noun






(W. Indian)

 a bird of ill omen, especially a pygmy owl.

[
Glaucidium brasilianum

 , family 
Strigidae

 . Alternative name: 
ferruginous pygmy owl

 .]













jumble

 
/ˈjəmbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an untidy collection or pile of things




•
 
the books were in a chaotic jumble.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 articles collected for a jumble sale.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mix up in a confused or untidy way




•
 
a drawer full of letters 
jumbled together

 .

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably symbolic.





jumble sale

 
/ˈjəmbəl ˈˌsāl/






noun






(Brit.)

 a rummage sale.













jumbo

 
/ˈjəmbō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very large person or thing.




2.
 
(also 
jumbo jet

 )
 — a very large airliner (originally and specifically a Boeing 747).








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
very large




•
 
a jumbo pad.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally of a person): probably the second element of mumbo jumbo
 . Originally denoting a large and clumsy person, the term was popularized as the name of an elephant at London Zoo, sold in 1882 to the Barnum and Bailey circus.





Jumbotron

 
/ˈjəmbōˌträn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a large-screen television designed to accommodate a very large venue, such as a sports stadium.











– origin

 1980s: created as 
JumboTron

 by the original manufacturer, Sony Corporation.






Jumna

 
/ˈjəmnə/






a river in northern India that rises in the Himalayas and flows more than 850 miles (1,370 km) in a large arc south and southeast, through Delhi, before joining the Ganges River below Allahabad. Its source (Yamunotri River) and its confluence with the Ganges River are both Hindu holy places.

Hindi name Yamuna
 .










jump

 
/jəmp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — push oneself off a surface and into the air by using the muscles in one's legs and feet




•
 
the cat jumped off his lap




•
 
he jumped twenty-five feet to the ground.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass over (an obstacle or barrier) by jumping.




3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of an athlete or horse) perform in a competition that involves jumping over obstacles




•
 
his horse jumped well and won by five lengths.










4.
 
(especially of prices or figures) rise suddenly and by a large amount




•
 
exports jumped by 500 percent during the decade.










5.
 


‹informal›

 (of a place) be full of lively activity




•
 
the bar is jumping on Fridays and Saturdays.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of driver or a vehicle) fail to stop at (a red traffic light).




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get on or off (a train or other vehicle) quickly, typically illegally or dangerously.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 take summary possession of (a mining concession or other piece of land) after alleged abandonment or forfeiture by the former occupant.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) move suddenly and quickly in a specified way




•
 
Juliet 
jumped to her feet






•
 
they jumped back into the car and drove off.










10.
 
(of a person) make a sudden involuntary movement in reaction to something that causes surprise or shock




•
 
an owl hooted nearby, making her jump.










11.
 
pass quickly or abruptly from one idea, subject, or state to another




•
 
she jumped backward and forward in her narrative.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — omit or skip over (part of something) and pass on to a further point or stage.




13.
 
(of a machine or device) move or jerk suddenly and abruptly




•
 
the vibration can cause the needle to jump.










14.
 
(of a person) make a sudden, impulsive rush to do something




•
 
Gordon jumped to my defense.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in checkers) capture (an opponent's piece) by jumping over it.




16.
 


[Bridge]

 make a bid that is higher than necessary, in order to signal a strong hand




•
 
East jumped to four spades.










17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 attack (someone) suddenly and unexpectedly.




18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 
(N. Amer.)

 have sexual intercourse with (someone).




19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 start (a vehicle) using jumper cables




•
 
I jumped his Camry from my Civic.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of jumping from a surface by pushing upward with one's legs and feet




•
 
in making the short jump across the gully he lost his balance.










2.
 
an obstacle to be jumped, especially by a horse and rider in an equestrian competition.




3.
 
an act of descending from an aircraft by parachute.




4.
 
a sudden dramatic rise in amount, price, or value




•
 
a 51 percent jump in annual profits.










5.
 
a large or sudden transition or change




•
 
the jump from mass-market to luxury goods.










6.
 
(in checkers) the act of capturing an opponent's piece by jumping over it.




7.
 


[Bridge]

 a bid that is higher than necessary, signaling strength.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 
‹dated›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




9.
 
a sudden involuntary movement caused by shock or surprise




•
 
I woke up with a jump.










10.
 
(
the jumps

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 extreme nervousness or anxiety.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be jumping up and down








‹informal›

 be very angry, upset, or excited.









2.
 
get (or have) the jump on someone








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 get (or have) an advantage over someone as a result of one's prompt action.









3.
 
jump bail






see bail
 1
 .









4.
 
jump someone's bones








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with someone.









5.
 
jump down someone's throat








‹informal›

 respond to what someone has said in a sudden and angrily critical way.









6.
 
jump for joy






be ecstatically happy




•
 
I'm not exactly jumping for joy at the prospect.















7.
 
jump the gun






see gun
 .









8.
 
jump into bed with








‹informal›

 engage readily in sexual intercourse with.









9.
 
jump in with both feet






get started enthusiastically.









10.
 
jump on the bandwagon






see bandwagon
 .









11.
 
jump out of one's skin








‹informal›

 be extremely startled.









12.
 
jump the queue








(Brit.)

 cut in line.









13.
 
jump the shark








‹informal›

 (of a television series or movie) reach a point at which far-fetched events are included merely for the sake of novelty, indicative of a decline in quality.

[an allusion to the television series 
Happy Days

 , in which a central character (the Fonz) jumps over a shark in a waterskiing stunt.]









14.
 
jump ship






(of a sailor) leave the ship on which one is serving without having obtained permission to do so




•
 
he jumped ship in Cape Town




•
 


‹figurative›

 three producers jumped ship two weeks after the show's debut.















15.
 
jump through hoops






go through an elaborate or complicated procedure in order to achieve an objective.









16.
 
jump to conclusions






see conclusion
 .









17.
 
jump to it!








‹informal›

 used to exhort someone to prompt or immediate action.









18.
 
jump the track






(of a train) become derailed.









19.
 
one jump ahead






one step or stage ahead of someone else and so having the advantage over them




•
 
the Americans were 
one jump ahead of

 the British in this.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
jump at






accept (an opportunity or offer) eagerly




•
 
he 
jumped at the chance

 to start his own company.















2.
 
jump off






(of a military campaign) begin




•
 
the air-attack phase will continue before the ground attack jumps off.















3.
 
jump on





a.
 


‹informal›

 attack or take hold of (someone) suddenly.




b.
 
criticize (someone) suddenly and severely.




c.
 
seize on (something) eagerly; give sudden (typically critical) attention to




•
 
the paper jumped on the inconsistencies of his stories.















4.
 
jump out






have a strong visual or mental impact; be very striking




•
 
advertising posters that really 
jump out at

 you.


















V.
 
derivatives





jumpable






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘be moved or thrown with a sudden jerk’): probably imitative of the sound of feet coming into contact with the ground.





jump ball






noun






[Basketball]

 a ball put in play by the referee, who throws it up between two opposing players.













jump blues






noun




a style of popular music combining elements of swing and blues.













jump cut

 
/ˈjəmp ˌkət/





I.
 
noun




(in film or television) an abrupt transition from one scene to another.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in filmmaking or television) make an abrupt transition from one scene to another.













jumped-up

 
/ˈˌjəmp ˈtəp/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 denoting someone who considers themselves to be more important than they really are, or who has suddenly and undeservedly risen in status




•
 
she's not really a journalist, more a jumped-up PR woman.



















jumper1


 
/ˈjəmpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a collarless sleeveless dress, typically worn over a blouse.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a sweater.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a loose outer jacket worn by sailors.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 3): probably from dialect 
jump

 ‘short coat,’ perhaps from Scots 
jupe

 ‘a man's (later also a woman's) loose jacket or tunic,’ via Old French from Arabic 
jubba

 . Compare with jibba
 .





jumper2


 
/ˈjəmpər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that jumps.




2.
 
(also 
jumper wire

 )
 — a short wire used to complete an electric circuit or bypass a break in a circuit.




3.
 


[Basketball]

 another term for jump shot
 .




4.
 


[Nautical]

 a rope made fast to keep a yard or mast from jumping.




5.
 
a heavy chisel-ended steel bar for drilling blast holes.














jumper cable






noun






(N. Amer.)

 each of a pair of thick electric cables fitted with clips at either end, used for starting a vehicle by connecting its dead battery to the battery of another vehicle.














jumping bean

 
/ˈjəmpiNG ˌbēn/






noun




a plant seed that jumps as a result of the movement of a moth larva that is developing inside it.

[Affected seeds are found in several plants of the family 
Euphorbiaceae

 , in particular the Mexican plant 
Sebastiana pavoniana

 , the seeds of which can contain larvae of the moth 
Cydia saltitans

 .]














jumping gene

 
/jəmpiNG jēn/






noun




informal term for transposon
 .













jumping jack

 
/ˈjəmpiNG ˌjak/






noun



1.
 
a calisthenic jump done from a standing position with legs together and arms at the sides to a position with the legs apart and the arms over the head.




2.
 
a toy figure of a man, with movable limbs.













jumping mouse






noun




a mouselike rodent that has long back feet and typically moves in short hops, found in North America and China.

[Family 
Zapodidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Zapus

 , and several species.]













jumping-off place

 
/jəmpiNG ôf äf plās /

 
jumping-off point






noun




the point from which something is begun.













jumping spider






noun




a large-eyed spider that hunts prey by stalking and pouncing on it.

[Family 
Salticidae

 , order 
Araneae

 .]













jump instruction






noun






[Computing]

 an instruction in a computer program that causes processing to move to a different place in the program sequence.













jump jet

 
/ˈˌjəmp ˈˌjet/






noun




a jet aircraft that can take off and land vertically, without need of a runway.













jump lead

 
/ˈjəmp ˌlēd/






noun




British term for jumper cable
 .













jump-off

 
/ˈjəm ˌpäf/






noun




a deciding round in a show-jumping competition.













jump ring






noun




a wire ring made by bringing the two ends together without soldering or welding.













jump rope

 
/jəmp rōp /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a length of rope used for jumping by swinging it over the head and under the feet.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play or exercise using a jump rope.













jump seat

 
/ˈjəm(p) ˌsēt/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an extra seat, especially in a car or taxicab, that folds back when not in use.













jump shift






noun






[Bridge]

 a bid that is both in a different suit from that bid by oneself or one's partner and at a higher level than necessary, typically indicating a strong hand.














jump shot





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Basketball]

 a shot made while jumping.




2.
 


[Billiards]

 a shot in which the cue ball is made to jump over another ball.








II.
 
derivatives





jump shooter






noun





















jump-start

 
/ˈjəmpˌstärt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
start (a car with a dead battery) with jumper cables or by a sudden release of the clutch while it is being pushed.




2.
 
give an added impetus to (something that is proceeding slowly or is at a standstill)




•
 
she suggests ways to jump-start the sluggish educational system.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of jump-starting a car.




2.
 
an added impetus.













jumpstation

 
/ˈjəmp ˌstāSHən/






noun






[Computing]

 a site on the World Wide Web containing a collection of hypertext links, usually to pages on a particular topic.













jumpsuit

 
/ˈjəm(p)ˌso͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a garment incorporating trousers and a sleeved top in one piece, worn as a fashion item, protective garment, or uniform.











– origin

 1940s (originally US): so named because it was first used to denote a parachutist's garment.





jump-up

 
/ˈjəmpəp/






noun



1.
 
a jump in an upward direction.




2.
 
an informal Caribbean dance or celebration.













jumpy

 
/ˈjəmpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) anxious and uneasy




•
 
he was tired and jumpy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 characterized by abrupt stops and starts or an irregular course




•
 
a jumpy pulse.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jumpily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
jumpiness

 
/ˈjəmpēnəs /






noun





















jun

 
/CHən/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of North Korea, equal to one hundredth of a won.











– origin

 Korean.





Jun.






abbreviation



1.
 
June.




2.
 
Junior (in names)




•
 
John Smith Jun.



















Junc.






abbreviation




Junction.













junco

 
/ˈjəNGkō/





I.
 
noun




a North American songbird related to the buntings, with mainly gray and brown plumage.

See also snowbird
 . [Genus 
Junco

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ): three or four species.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Spanish, from Latin 
juncus

 ‘rush, reed.’





junction

 
/ˈjəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point where two or more things are joined




•
 
the junction of the two rivers.










2.
 
a place where two or more roads or railroad lines meet.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a region of transition in a semiconductor between a part where conduction is mainly by electrons and a part where it is mainly by holes.




4.
 
the action or fact of joining or being joined.








II.
 
derivatives





junctional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (
sense

 3): from Latin 
junctio(n-)

 , from 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





junction box

 
/ˈjəNG(k)SHən ˌbäks/






noun




a box containing a junction of electric wires or cables.














juncture

 
/ˈjəNG(k)CHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular point in events or time




•
 
it is difficult to say at this juncture whether this upturn can be sustained.










2.
 
a place where things join




•
 
the plane crashed at the juncture of two mountains.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 the set of features in speech that enable a hearer to detect a word or phrase boundary, e.g., distinguishing 
I scream

 from 
ice cream

 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘act of joining’): from Latin 
junctura

 ‘joint,’ from 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





June

 
/jo͞on/





I.
 
noun




the sixth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the first month of summer




•
 
the roses flower in June




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a June afternoon.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
juin

 , from Latin 
Junius (mensis

 ) ‘(month) of June,’ variant of 
Junonius

 ‘sacred to Juno.’





Juneau

 
/ˈjo͞onō/





I.
 
the capital of Alaska, a seaport on an inlet of the Pacific Ocean, in the southern part of the state; pop. 30,988 (est. 2008).







– origin

 named after Joseph 
Juneau

 , who discovered gold there in 1880.






juneberry

 
/ˈjo͞onˌberē /

 
Juneberry






noun



1.
 
a North American shrub of the rose family, some kinds of which are grown for their showy white flowers and bright autumn colors.

[Genus 
Amelanchier

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : many species, including the 
smooth juneberry

 (
A. laevis

 ) and the 
inland juneberry

 (
A. interior

 ).]




2.
 
the edible black berry of the juneberry plant.














June bug

 
/ˈjo͞on ˌbəɡ /

 
June beetle






noun




a large brown scarab beetle that appears in late spring and early summer.

Also called May beetle
 . [Genus 
Phyllophaga

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 : several species, esp. the 
northern June bug

 (
P. fusca

 ).]













Juneteenth

 
/ˌjo͞onˈtēnTH/





I.
 
noun




a festival held annually on the nineteenth of June by African Americans (especially in the southern states), to commemorate emancipation from slavery in Texas on that day in 1865.











– origin

 1930s: blend of 
June

 and 
(nine)teenth

 .






June War






Arab name for Six Day War
 .









Jung, Carl

 
/yo͝oNG/






(1875–1961), Swiss psychologist; full name 
Carl Gustav Jung

 . He originated the concept of introvert and extrovert personality and of the four psychological functions of sensation, intuition, thinking, and feeling.









Jungian

 
/ˈyo͝oNGēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Swiss psychologist Carl Jung or his works




•
 
a Jungian analyst.














II.
 
noun




a follower or adherent of the works of Swiss psychologist Carl Jung




•
 
one of the most distinguished Jungians of our day.




















jungle

 
/ˈjəNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of land overgrown with dense forest and tangled vegetation, typically in the tropics




•
 
we set off into the jungle




•
 
the lakes are hidden in dense jungle.










2.
 
a wild tangled mass of vegetation or other things




•
 
the garden was 
a jungle of

 bluebells.










3.
 
a situation or place of bewildering complexity or brutal competitiveness




•
 
it's a jungle out there.










4.
 
(also 
hobo jungle

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(US)

 a hobo camp.




5.
 
(also 
jungle music

 )
 — a style of dance music incorporating elements of ragga, hip-hop, and hard core and consisting almost exclusively of very fast electronic drum tracks and slower synthesized bass lines, originating in Britain in the early 1990s.

Compare with drum and bass
 .








II.
 
phrases





the law of the jungle






the principle that those who are strong and apply ruthless self-interest will be most successful.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jungled






adjective













2.
 
jungly

 
/ˈjəNGɡlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Hindi from Sanskrit 
jāṅgala

 ‘rough and arid (terrain).’





jungle cat






noun




a small wildcat that has a yellowish or grayish coat with dark markings on the legs and tail, living in dry forests from Egypt to Southeast Asia.

[
Felis chaus

 , family 
Felidae

 .]













jungle fever






noun




a severe form of malaria.














jungle fowl






noun




a southern Asian game bird related to the domestic fowl, typically frequenting forested country.

[Genus 
Gallus

 , family 
Phasianidae

 : four species, in particular the 
red jungle fowl

 (
G. gallus

 ), which is the ancestor of the domestic fowl.]













jungle gym

 
/ˈjəNGɡəl jim/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a structure of joined bars or logs for children to climb on.











– origin

 1920s: formerly a US trademark.





jungle juice

 
/ˈjəNGɡəl jo͞os/






noun






‹informal›

 powerful or roughly prepared alcoholic liquor.













junglist

 
/ˈjəNGləst/





I.
 
noun




a performer or enthusiast of jungle music.




•
 
M-Beat, junglists who recently had the genre's first chart hit.














II.
 
adjective




of or relating to jungle music




•
 
he's at the forefront of junglist innovation.



















junior

 
/ˈjo͞onyər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, for, or denoting young or younger people




•
 
junior tennis.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 of or for students in the third year of a course lasting four years in college or high school




•
 
his junior year in college.










3.
 
(often 
Junior

 ) [
postpositive

 in 
names

 ]
 — denoting the younger of two who have the same name in a family, especially a son as distinct from his father




•
 
John F. Kennedy Junior.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 of, for, or denoting schoolchildren between the ages of 7 and 11.




5.
 
low or lower in rank or status




•
 
Virginia's junior senator




•
 
part of my function is to supervise those 
junior to

 me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is a specified number of years younger than someone else




•
 
he's five years her junior.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a student in the third year of college or high school.




3.
 
(in sports) a young competitor, typically under sixteen or eighteen.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a nickname or form of address for one's son.




5.
 
a person with low rank or status compared with others.




6.
 
a size of clothing for teenagers or slender women.








III.
 
derivatives





juniority

 
/jo͞onˈyôritē, -ˈyär- /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective following a family name): from Latin, comparative of 
juvenis

 ‘young.’





junior barrister






noun




(in the UK) a barrister who has not taken silk, i.e., is not a Queen's (or King's) Counsel.













junior college

 
/ˈjo͞onyər ˈkälij/






noun




a college offering courses for two years beyond high school, either as a complete training or in preparation for completion at a four-year college.













junior common room






noun






(Brit.)

 a room used for social purposes by the undergraduates of a college.













junior high school

 
/ˈjo͞onyər hī sko͞ol/






noun




another term for middle school
 .













junior lightweight

 
/ˈjo͞onyər ˈlītˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in professional boxing of 125–130 pounds (57.1–59 kg).




2.
 
a professional boxer whose weight is 125–130 pounds (57.1–59 kg).













junior middleweight

 
/ˈjo͞onyər ˈmidlˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in professional boxing of 146–154 pounds (66.7–69.8 kg).




2.
 
a professional boxer whose weight is 146–154 pounds (66.7–69.8 kg).













junior school

 
/ˈjo͞onyər sko͞ol/






noun






(Brit.)

 a school for children aged between about 7 and 11.













junior varsity






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a team representing a high school or college at the level below varsity in a sport or other competition




•
 
the junior varsity was made up of sophomores




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the junior varsity squad.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 of lesser significance or proficiency




•
 
they use distortion pedals to mask their junior varsity musicianship.



















junior welterweight

 
/ˈjo͞onyər ˈweltərˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in professional boxing of 135–140 pounds (61.2–63.5 kg).




2.
 
a professional boxer whose weight is 135–140 pounds (61.2–63.5 kg).













juniper

 
/ˈjo͞onəpər/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub or small tree that bears berrylike cones, widely distributed throughout Eurasia and North America. Many kinds have aromatic cones or foliage.

[Genus 
Juniperus

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 : many species, including the shrubby 
common juniper

 (
J. communis

 ), the berries of which are used for flavoring gin.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
juniperus

 .






junk1


 
/jəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 old or discarded articles that are considered useless or of little value.




2.
 


‹informal›

 worthless writing, talk, or ideas




•
 
I can't write this kind of junk.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's belongings, equipment, or baggage




•
 
I only have an hour to get all my junk together.










4.
 


[Finance]

 junk bonds.




5.
 


‹informal›

 heroin.




6.
 
the lump of oily fibrous tissue in a sperm whale's head, containing spermaceti.




7.
 


(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a man's genitals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 discard or abandon unceremoniously




•
 
sort out what could be sold off and junk the rest.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an old or inferior rope): of unknown origin. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





junk2


 
/jəNGk/





I.
 
noun




a flat-bottomed sailing vessel typical in China and the East Indies, with a prominent stem, a high stern, and lugsails.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
juncque

 or Portuguese 
junco

 , from Malay 
jong

 , reinforced by Dutch 
jonk

 .





Junkanoo

 
/ˈjəNGkəˌno͞o/






noun




(chiefly in Jamaica, Belize, and the Bahamas) a masquerade held at Christmas, consisting of a street procession of characters in traditional costumes and dancing to drums, bells, and whistles.













junk bond

 
/ˈjəNGk ˌbänd/






noun




a high-yield, high-risk security, typically issued by a company seeking to raise capital quickly in order to finance a takeover.













junk DNA






noun




genomic DNA that does not encode proteins, and whose function, if it has one, is not well understood.













junker

 
/ˈjəNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an old car in poor condition




•
 
a gas-guzzling polluting junker.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a drug addict




•
 
junkers on the porches cussin' out everyone who walks by.

















– origin

 1920s: from junk
 1
 + -er
 1
 .






Junker

 
/ˈyo͝oNGkər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a German nobleman or aristocrat, especially a member of the Prussian aristocracy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
junkerdom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
junkerism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 German, earlier 
Junkher

 , from Middle High German 
junc

 ‘young’ + 
herre

 ‘lord.’





junket

 
/ˈjəNGkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish of sweetened and flavored curds of milk, often served with fruit.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an extravagant trip or celebration, in particular one enjoyed by a government official at public expense.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
junketing

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 attend or go on a trip or celebration at public expense.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
jonquette

 ‘rush basket,’ from 
jonc

 ‘rush,’ from Latin 
juncus

 . Originally denoting a rush basket, especially one for fish (remaining in dialect use), the term also denoted a cream cheese, formerly made in a rush basket or served on a rush mat. A later extended sense, ‘feast, merrymaking,’ gave rise to 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun.





junketeer

 
/ˌjəNGkəˈtir/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who regularly goes on trips or attends functions at another's expense, typically for supposed work purposes




•
 
the junketeers also charged videos to council credit cards instead of paying for them out of their standard allowances.














II.
 
derivatives





junketeering






noun





















junk food

 
/ˈjəNGk ˌfo͞od/






noun




food that has low nutritional value, typically produced in the form of packaged snacks needing little or no preparation.














junkie

 
/ˈjəNGkē /

 
junky





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a drug addict.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person with a compulsive habit or obsessive dependency on something




•
 
power junkies.

















– origin

 1920s (originally US): from junk
 1
 .





junk mail

 
/ˈjəNGk ˌmāl/






noun






‹informal›

 unsolicited advertising or promotional material received through the mail or by email.













junk science






noun




untested or unproven theories when presented as scientific fact, especially in a court of law.













junk shop






noun






‹informal›

 a shop selling secondhand goods or inexpensive antiques.













junky

 
/ˈjəNGkē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 useless or of little value.








II.
 
noun




variant spelling of junkie
 .














junkyard

 
/ˈjəNGkˌyärd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where scrap is collected before being discarded, reused, or recycled.














Juno

 
/ˈjo͞onō/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the most important goddess of the Roman state, wife of Jupiter. She was originally an ancient Italian goddess.

Greek equivalent Hera
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 an asteroid discovered in 1804, with a diameter of 152 miles (244 km).









Junoesque

 
/ˌjo͞onōˈesk/





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman) imposingly tall and shapely.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Juno
 + -esque
 .





Junr






abbreviation




Junior (in names).














junta

 
/ˈho͝on(t)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military or political group that rules a country after taking power by force




•
 
the country's ruling military junta.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a deliberative or administrative council in Spain or Portugal.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from Spanish and Portuguese, from Latin 
juncta

 , feminine past participle of 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





junto

 
/ˈjən(t)ō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a political grouping or faction, especially in 17th- and 18th-century Britain.











– origin

 alteration of junta
 , on the pattern of Spanish nouns ending in 
-o

 .






Jupiter

 
/ˈjo͞opədər/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the chief god of the Roman state religion, originally a sky god associated with thunder and lightning. His wife was Juno.

[Latin, from 
Jovis pater

 , literally ‘Father Jove.’]




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the largest planet in the solar system, a gas giant that is the fifth in order from the sun and one of the brightest objects in the night sky.

Jupiter orbits between Mars and Saturn at an average distance of 484 million miles (778 million km) from the sun. Although it has an equatorial diameter of 88,846 miles (142,984 km), the planet rotates in less than ten hours. Its upper atmosphere consists mainly of hydrogen with swirling clouds of ammonia and methane, with a circulation system that results in a number of distinct latitudinal bands. There are at least sixteen satellites, four of which (the Galilean moons) are visible through binoculars, and a faint ring system.










Jura1


 
/ˈjo͞orə/






a system of mountain ranges on the border of France and Switzerland. It has given its name to the Jurassic period, when most of its rocks were laid down.









Jura2


 
/ˈjo͞orə/






an island of the Inner Hebrides, north of Islay and south of Mull, separated from the west coast of Scotland by the Sound of Jura.









jural

 
/ˈjo͞orəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 of or relating to the law.




2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Philosophy]

 of or relating to rights and obligations.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law, right’ + -al
 .





Jurassic

 
/jəˈrasik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the second period of the Mesozoic era, between the Triassic and Cretaceous periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Jurassic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Jurassic period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Jurassic lasted from about 208 million to 146 million years ago. Large reptiles, including the largest known dinosaurs, were dominant on both land and sea. Ammonites were abundant, and the first birds (including Archaeopteryx) appeared.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
jurassique

 ; named after the 
Jura

 Mountains (see Jura
 1
 ).





jurat

 
/ˈjo͝orat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a person who has taken an oath or who performs a duty on oath, e.g., a juror.




2.
 


[Law]

 a statement on an affidavit of when, where, and before whom it was sworn.











– origin

 late Middle English: based on Latin 
juratus

 ‘sworn,’ past participle of 
jurare

 .





juridical

 
/jo͞oˈridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 of or relating to judicial proceedings and the administration of the law.








II.
 
derivatives





juridically

 
/jəˈridək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
juridicus

 (from 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law’ + 
dicere

 ‘say’) + -al
 .





jurisconsult

 
/ˌjo͝orəskənˈsəlt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 an expert on law.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
jurisconsultus

 , from 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law’ + 
consultus

 ‘skilled’ (from 
consulere

 ‘take counsel’).





jurisdiction

 
/ˌjo͝orəsˈdikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the official power to make legal decisions and judgments




•
 
federal courts had no 
jurisdiction over

 the case




•
 
the District of Columbia was placed under the 
jurisdiction of

 Congress.










2.
 
the extent of the power to make legal decisions and judgments




•
 
the claim will be 
within the jurisdiction

 of the industrial tribunal.










3.
 
a system of law courts; a judicature




•
 
in some jurisdictions there is a mandatory death sentence for murder.










4.
 
the territory or sphere of activity over which the legal authority of a court or other institution extends




•
 
several different tax jurisdictions.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
jurediction

 , from Latin 
jurisdictio(n-)

 , from 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law’ + 
dictio

 ‘saying’ (from 
dicere

 ‘say’).





jurisdictional

 
/ˌjo͝orəsˈdikSHənl ˌjo͝orəzˈdikSHənl ˌjo͝orəsˈdikSHnəl ˌjo͝orəzˈdikSHnəl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to the official power to make legal decisions and judgments




•
 
legitimate jurisdictional issues




•
 
a serious jurisdictional error.










2.
 
relating to the territory or sphere of activity over which the legal authority of a court or other institution extends




•
 
geographically defined jurisdictional boundaries.



















juris doctor

 
/ˌjo͝oris ˈdäktər/






noun






[Law]

 see JD
 .














jurisprudence

 
/ˌjo͝orəˈspro͞odns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the theory or philosophy of law.




2.
 
a legal system




•
 
American jurisprudence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
jurisprudent

 
/ˌjo͝orəˈspro͞odnt ˈjo͝orəˌspro͞odnt ˌjo͞orəˈspro͞odnt ˈjo͞orəˌspro͞odnt /






adjective, noun













2.
 
jurisprudential

 
/ˌjo͝orəˌspro͞oˈden(t)SH(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
jurisprudentia

 , from Latin 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law’ + 
prudentia

 ‘knowledge.’





jurist

 
/ˈjo͝orəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expert in or writer on law.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a lawyer or a judge.








II.
 
derivatives





juristic

 
/jo͝oˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘lawyer’): from French 
juriste

 , medieval Latin 
jurista

 , from 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law.’






juror

 
/ˈjo͝orər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a jury.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person taking an oath, especially one of allegiance.

Compare with Nonjuror
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
jureor

 , from Latin 
jurator

 , from 
jurare

 ‘swear,’ from 
jus

 , 
jur-

 ‘law.’





Juruá River

 
/ˌZHo͞oro͞oˌä ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 1,500 miles (2,400 km) from eastern Peru through northwestern Brazil into the Amazon River.









jury1


 
/ˈjo͝orē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a body of people (typically twelve in number) sworn to give a verdict in a legal case on the basis of evidence submitted to them in court




•
 
the jury returned unanimous guilty verdicts.










2.
 
a body of people selected to judge a competition.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be juried

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 judge (an art or craft exhibition or exhibit)




•
 
the exhibition was juried by a tapestry artist




•
 (as 
adj.

 
juried

 )
 
the juried show.














III.
 
phrases





the jury is still out






a decision has not yet been reached on a controversial subject




•
 
the jury is still out on whether self-regulation by doctors is adequate.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
juree

 ‘oath, inquiry,’ from Latin 
jurata

 , feminine past participle of 
jurare

 ‘swear’ (see juror
 ).





jury2


 
/ˈjo͝orē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 (of a mast or other fitting) improvised or temporary




•
 
we need to get that jury rudder fixed.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: independent usage of the first element of early 17th-cent. 
jury-mast

 ‘temporary mast,’ of uncertain origin (compare with jury-rigged
 ).





jury box

 
/ˈjo͝orē ˌbäks ˈjo͞orē ˌbäks/






noun




a segregated area in which the jury sits in a court of law.














jury-rigged

 
/ˈjo͝orēˌriɡd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a ship) having temporary makeshift rigging.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 makeshift; improvised




•
 
jury-rigged classrooms in gymnasiums.














II.
 
derivatives





jury-rig

 
/ˈjo͝orēˌriɡ /






verb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
jury

 perhaps based on Old French 
ajurie

 ‘aid.’





jus

 
/ZHo͞o(s), jo͞os/





I.
 
noun




(especially in French cuisine) a thin gravy or sauce made from meat juices




•
 
chicken with a rich game jus.

















– origin

 French.





jus cogens

 
/ˌjəs ˈkōjənz/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the principles that form the norms of international law that cannot be set aside.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘compelling law.’





jus gentium

 
/ˈjəs ˈjenSHēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 international law.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘law of nations.’





Jussieu, Antoine Laurent de

 
/jo͝oˈSHo͝o/






(1748–1836), French botanist. He developed the system on which modern plant classification is based.









jussive

 
/ˈjəsiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a form of a verb) expressing a command.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
juss-

 ‘commanded’ (from the verb 
jubere

 ) + -ive
 .






just

 
/jəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on or behaving according to what is morally right and fair




•
 
a just and democratic society




•
 
fighting for a just cause.










2.
 
(of treatment) deserved or appropriate in the circumstances




•
 
we all get our just deserts.










3.
 
(of an opinion or appraisal) well founded; justifiable




•
 
these simplistic approaches have been the subject of just criticism.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
exactly




•
 
that's just what I need




•
 
you're a human being, just like everyone else




•
 
conditions were 
just as

 bad




•
 
you can have it, but 
not just yet

 .










2.
 
exactly or almost exactly at this or that moment




•
 
she's just coming




•
 
we were just finishing breakfast.










3.
 
very recently; in the immediate past




•
 
I've just seen the local paper.










4.
 
barely; by a little




•
 
I got here 
just after

 nine




•
 
inflation fell to 
just over

 4 percent




•
 
I 
only just

 caught the train.










5.
 
simply; only; no more than




•
 
they were just interested in making money.










6.
 
really; absolutely (used for emphasis)




•
 
they're just great.










7.
 
used as a polite formula for giving permission or making a request




•
 
just help yourselves.










8.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — possibly (used to indicate a slight chance of something happening or being true)




•
 
it might just help.










9.
 


(Brit.)

 expressing agreement




•
 
“Simon really messed things up.” “Didn't he just?”














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
just about








‹informal›

 almost exactly; nearly




•
 
he can do just about anything.















2.
 
just as well






a good or fortunate thing




•
 
it was just as well I didn't know at the time.















3.
 
just in case






see case
 1
 . as a precaution.









4.
 
just a minute, moment, second, etc.





a.
 
used to ask someone to wait or pause for a short time.




b.
 
used to interrupt someone, especially in protest or disagreement.









5.
 
just now





a.
 
at this moment




•
 
it's pretty hectic just now.










b.
 
a little time ago




•
 
she was talking to me just now.















6.
 
just on








(Brit.)

 (with reference to time and numbers) exactly




•
 
it was just on midnight.















7.
 
just the same






nevertheless




•
 
I put on my raincoat and big straw hat. But we got soaked just the same.















8.
 
just so





a.
 
arranged or done very neatly and carefully




•
 
polishing the furniture and making everything just so.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹formal›

 used to express agreement.












IV.
 
derivatives





justness

 
/ˈjəstnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
justus

 , from 
jus

 ‘law, right.’





juste milieu

 
/ˌZHo͞ost milˈyə/





I.
 
noun




the happy medium; judicious moderation.











– origin

 French, literally ‘correct mean.’






justice

 
/ˈjəstəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
just behavior or treatment




•
 
a concern for justice, peace, and genuine respect for people.










2.
 
the quality of being fair and reasonable




•
 
the justice of his case.










3.
 
the administration of the law or authority in maintaining this




•
 
a tragic miscarriage of justice.










4.
 
(
Justice

 )
 — the personification of justice, usually a blindfolded woman holding scales and a sword.




5.
 
a judge or magistrate, in particular a judge of the supreme court of a country or state.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring someone to justice






arrest someone for a crime and ensure that they are tried in court.









2.
 
do oneself justice






perform as well as one is able to.









3.
 
do someone/something justice (or do justice to someone/something)






do, treat, or represent with due fairness or appreciation




•
 
the brief menu does not do justice to the food.















4.
 
in justice to






out of fairness to




•
 
I say this in justice to both of you.















5.
 
rough justice






see rough
 .












III.
 
derivatives





justiceship

 
/ˈjəstə(s)ˌSHip /






noun





justice
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 late Old English 
iustise

 ‘administration of the law,’ via Old French from Latin 
justitia

 , from 
justus

 (see just
 ).





justice of the peace






noun




a magistrate appointed to hear minor cases, perform marriages, grant licenses, etc., in a town, county, or other local district.













justiciable

 
/ˌjəˈstiSH(ē)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 (of a state or action) subject to trial in a court of law.








II.
 
derivatives





justiciability






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
justicier

 ‘bring to trial,’ from medieval Latin 
justitiare

 , from Latin 
justitia

 ‘equity,’ from 
justus

 (see just
 ).





justiciar

 
/ˌjəˈstiSH(ē)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an administrator of justice, in particular




2.
 


‹historical›

 a regent and deputy presiding over the court of a Norman or early Plantagenet king of England.




3.
 


‹historical›

 either of two supreme judges in medieval Scotland.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
justitiarius

 (see justiciary
 ).






justiciary

 
/ˌjəˈstiSHēˌerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the administration of justice


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
justiciary cases.










2.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 an administrator of justice.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
justitiarius

 , from Latin 
justitia

 , from 
justus

 (see just
 ).





justifiable

 
/ˈjəstəˌfīəb(ə)l ˌjəstəˈfīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be shown to be right or reasonable; defensible




•
 
it is not financially justifiable




•
 
their justifiable fears.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
justifiability

 
/ˌjəstəˌfīəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
justifiableness






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘justiciable’): from French, from 
justifier

 ‘to justify.’





justifiable homicide






noun




the killing of a person in circumstances that allow the act to be regarded in law as without criminal guilt.













justifiably

 
/ˈjəstəˌfīəblē ˌjəstəˈfīəblē/






adverb




with good reason




•
 
local people are justifiably concerned about development proposals for the area




•
 
his arguments can perhaps justifiably be labeled as oversimplification.



















justification

 
/ˌjəstəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of showing something to be right or reasonable




•
 
the justification of revolutionary action




•
 
he made a speech 
in justification of

 his career.










2.
 
good reason for something that exists or has been done




•
 
there is no 
justification for

 an increase in charges




•
 
all these incidents were used again as a justification for my dismissal.










3.
 


[Theology]

 the action of declaring or making righteous in the sight of God.




4.
 


[Printing]

 the action or manner of justifying a line of type or piece of text.













justified

 
/ˈjəstəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
having, done for, or marked by a good or legitimate reason




•
 
the doctors were 
justified in

 treating her.










2.
 


[Theology]

 declared or made righteous in the sight of God.




3.
 


[Printing]

 having been adjusted so that the print fills a space evenly or forms a straight line at one or both margins


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the text is left-justified.



















justify

 
/ˈjəstəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show or prove to be right or reasonable




•
 
the person appointed has fully justified our confidence.










2.
 
be a good reason for




•
 
the situation was grave enough to justify further investigation.










3.
 


[Theology]

 declare or make righteous in the sight of God.




4.
 


[Printing]

 adjust (a line of type or piece of text) so that the print fills a space evenly or forms a straight edge at one or both margins.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
justificatory

 
/jəˈstifəkəˌtôrē ˌjəstəˈfikəˌtôrē /






adjective













2.
 
justifier

 
/ˈjəstəˌfīr /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘administer justice to’ and ‘inflict a judicial penalty on’): from Old French 
justifier

 , from Christian Latin 
justificare

 ‘do justice to,’ from Latin 
justus

 (see just
 ).





Justin, St.

 
/ˈjəstən/






(
c.

 100–165), Christian philosopher; known as 
St. Justin the Martyr

 . According to tradition, he was martyred in Rome together with some of his followers. He is remembered for his 
Apologia

 (
c.

 150). Feast day, June 1.









Justinian

 
/ˌjəsˈtinēən/






(
c.

 483–565), Byzantine emperor 527–565; Latin name 
Flavius Petrus Sabbatius Justinianus

 . He regained North Africa from the Vandals, Italy from the Ostrogoths, and Spain from the Visigoths. He codified Roman law 529.









just-in-time

 
/ˈjəst ən ˌtīm/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a manufacturing system in which materials or components are delivered immediately before they are required in order to minimize inventory costs.













justly

 
/ˈjəstlē/






adverb



1.
 
according to what is morally right or fair; fairly




•
 
we deal justly with complaints.










2.
 
in a way that is well founded; justifiably




•
 
we can justly be proud of our achievements.



















just war





I.
 
noun




a war that is deemed to be morally or theologically justifiable.











– origin

 translation of Latin ‘bellum justum.’





jut

 
/jət/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend out, over, or beyond the main body or line of something




•
 
a rock jutted out from the side of the bank.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something, such as one's chin) to protrude




•
 
she put up her head and 
jutted out

 her chin with determination.














II.
 
noun




a point that sticks out.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of jet
 1
 .





jute

 
/jo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rough fiber made from the stems of a tropical Old World plant, used for making twine and rope or woven into sacking or matting.




2.
 
the herbaceous plant that is cultivated for jute fiber, with edible young shoots.

[Genus 
Corchorus

 , family 
Tiliaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. capsularis

 of China and 
C. olitorius

 of India.]




3.
 
used in names of other plants that yield fiber, e.g., 
Chinese jute

 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Bengali 
jhūṭo

 , from Prakrit 
juṣṭi

 .





Jute

 
/jo͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Germanic people that may have come from Jutland and, according to the Venerable Bede, joined the Angles and Saxons in invading Britain in the 5th century, settling in a region including Kent and the Isle of Wight.








II.
 
derivatives





Jutish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
Eotas

 , 
Iotas

 , influenced later in spelling by medieval Latin 
Jutae

 , 
Juti

 .






Jutland

 
/ˈjətlənd/






a peninsula in northwestern Europe that includes the mainland of Denmark as well as the northern German state of Schleswig-Holstein.

Danish name Jylland
 .









Jutland, Battle of






a major naval battle in World War I, fought between the British Grand Fleet under Admiral Jellicoe and the German High Seas Fleet in the North Sea west of Jutland on May 31, 1916. Although the battle was indecisive, the German fleet never again sought a full-scale engagement, and the Allies retained control of the North Sea.









juv.






abbreviation




juvenile.













Juvenal

 
/ˈjo͞ovənl/






(
c.

 60–
c.

 140), Roman satirist; Latin name 
Decimus Junius Juvenalis

 . He wrote 16-verse satires that savagely attacked the vices and follies of Roman society, chiefly during the reign of Domitian.









juvenescence

 
/ˌjo͞ovəˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the state or period of being young.








II.
 
derivatives





juvenescent

 
/ˌjo͞ovəˈnes(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
juvenescent-

 ‘reaching the age of youth,’ from the verb 
juvenescere

 , from 
juvenis

 ‘young.’






juvenile

 
/ˈjo͞ovəˌnīl ˈjo͞ovənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, for, or relating to young people




•
 
juvenile crime.










2.
 
childish; immature




•
 
she's bored with my juvenile conversation.










3.
 
of or denoting a theatrical or film role representing a young person




•
 
the romantic juvenile lead.










4.
 
of or relating to young birds or other animals.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a young person.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person below the age at which ordinary criminal prosecution is possible (18 in most countries).




3.
 
a young bird or other animal.




4.
 
an actor who plays juvenile roles.








III.
 
derivatives





juvenility

 
/ˌjo͞ovəˈnilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
juvenilis

 , from 
juvenis

 ‘young, a young person.’





juvenile court






noun




a court of law responsible for the trial or legal supervision of children under a specified age (18 in most countries).













juvenile delinquency





I.
 
noun




the habitual committing of criminal acts or offenses by a young person, especially one below the age at which ordinary criminal prosecution is possible.








II.
 
derivatives





juvenile delinquent






noun





















juvenile hormone






noun






[Entomology]

 any of a number of hormones regulating larval development in insects and inhibiting metamorphosis.













juvenile offender

 
/ˈjo͞ovəˌnīl ˈjo͞ovənl əˈfendər/






noun




a person below a specific age (18 in most countries) who has committed a crime.













juvenilia

 
/ˌjo͞ovəˈnilēə/





I.
 
plural noun




works produced by an author or artist while still young.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
juvenilis

 (see juvenile
 ).





juvenilize

 
/ˈjo͞ovənlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or keep young or youthful; arrest the development of.




2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
juvenilized

 )
 — 

[Entomology]

 (of an insect or part of one) having a juvenile appearance or physiology; showing arrested or reversed development.













Juventud, Isla de la

 
/ˈēslä dā lä ˌho͞ovānˈto͞od/






an island off southwestern Cuba, in the Caribbean Sea; pop. 71,000. Long a source of jurisdictional disputes between Cuba and the US, it has been a resort and a prison colony. Renamed in 1978, it has many facilities dedicated to youth. English name 
Isle of Youth

 ; formerly 
Isle of Pines

 .









juvie

 
/ˈjo͞ovē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a youth, especially one involved in disorder or criminal offenses.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a detention center or court for juvenile offenders.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of juvenile
 .





juxtaglomerular

 
/ˌjəkstəɡläˈmeryələr, -ɡlə-/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 denoting a group of structures secreting regulatory hormones into the arteriole that leads into a glomerulus in the kidney.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
juxta

 ‘near to’ + 
glomerular

 (see glomerulus
 ).





juxtapose

 
/ˈjəkstəˌpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or deal with close together for contrasting effect




•
 
black-and-white photos of slums were starkly 
juxtaposed with

 color images.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
juxtaposition

 ): from French 
juxtaposer

 , from Latin 
juxta

 ‘next’ + French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





juxtaposition

 
/ˌjəkstəpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the fact of two things being seen or placed close together with contrasting effect




•
 
the juxtaposition of these two images.














II.
 
derivatives





juxtapositional

 
/ˌjəkstəpəˈziSHənl /






adjective





















JV






abbreviation



1.
 
joint venture.




2.
 
junior varsity.













jwlr.






abbreviation




jeweler.














Jylland

 
/ˈyo͞olän/






Danish name for Jutland
 .









k

 
/kā/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
karat.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) kilo-




•
 
a distance of 700 kpc.










3.
 
kopeck(s).








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
a constant in a formula or equation.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 Boltzmann's constant.













K1


 
/kā /

 
k






noun



1.
 
the eleventh letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after J in a set of items, categories, etc.













K2


 
/kā/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
kelvin(s).




2.
 


[Computing]

 kilobyte(s).




3.
 
kilometer(s).




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 kindergarten.




5.
 
king (used especially in describing play in card games and recording moves in chess)




•
 
declarer overruffed with ♦K and led another spade




•
 
18.Ke2.










6.
 
knit (as an instruction in knitting patterns)




•
 
K 42 rows.










7.
 
Köchel (catalog of Mozart's works)




•
 
the Sinfonia Concertante, K364.










8.
 
(also 
k

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 thousand (used chiefly in expressing salaries or other sums of money).

[from kilo-
 ‘thousand.’]




9.
 


[Baseball]

 strikeout.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element potassium.

[from modern Latin 
kalium

 .]














K2






the highest mountain in the Karakoram range, on the border between Pakistan and China. The second highest peak in the world, it rises to 28,250 feet (8,611 m). It was discovered in 1856 and named K2 because it was the second peak to be surveyed in the Karakoram range. It was formerly known as Mount Godwin-Austen after 
Col. H. H. Godwin-Austen

 (1834–1923), who first surveyed it.

Also called Dapsang
 .









Kaaba

 
/ˈkäbə ˈkabə /

 
Caaba





I.
 
a square stone building in the center of the Great Mosque at Mecca, the site most holy to Muslims and toward which they must face when praying. It stands on the site of a pre-Islamic shrine said to have been built by Abraham.







– origin

 from Arabic 
(al-)ka῾ba

 , literally ‘(the) square house.’





kabaka

 
/kəˈbäkə/





I.
 
noun




the traditional ruler of the Baganda people of Uganda.











– origin

 a local title.






Kabalega Falls

 
/ˌkäbəˌlāɡə ˈfôlz/






a waterfall on the lower Victoria Nile River near Lake Albert, in northwestern Uganda.

Former name Murchison Falls
 .









Kabardino-Balkaria

 
/ˌkabərˌdēnōbôlˈkerēə/






an autonomous republic in southwestern Russia, on the border with Georgia; pop. 893,100 (est. 2009); capital, Nalchik. Also called 
Kabarda-Balkar Republic

 .










Kabbalah

 
/ˈkabələ /

 
Kabbala
 , Cabala
 , Cabbala
 , Qabalah





I.
 
noun




the ancient Jewish tradition of mystical interpretation of the Bible, first transmitted orally and using esoteric methods (including ciphers). It reached the height of its influence in the later Middle Ages and remains significant in Hasidism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Kabbalism

 
/ˈkabəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
Kabbalist

 
/-list /






noun













3.
 
Kabbalistic






adjective



















– origin

 from medieval Latin 
cabala

 , 
cabbala

 , from Rabbinical Hebrew 
qabbālāh

 ‘tradition,’ from 
qibbēl

 ‘receive, accept.’





Kabila, Laurent

 
/kəˈbēlə/






(1939–2001), African statesman; president of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) 1997–2001. His forces overthrew President Mobutu in 1997. He was assassinated in January 2001 and was succeeded as president by his son 
Joseph Kabila

 (1971–).









Kabinett

 
/ˌkabiˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a wine of German origin or style of superior or reserve quality, especially one made from a specified quality of grape must, without added sugar.











– origin

 from German 
Kabinettwein

 , literally ‘chamber wine.’





kablooey

 
kablooie





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 destroyed or ruined




•
 
the amp will 
go kablooey

 since you will be sending an input signal far too strong for it.














II.
 
exclamation




used to convey that something has happened in an abrupt way




•
 
and, kablooey! The whole damn thing exploded!



















kaboom

 
/kəˈbo͞om/






exclamation




used to represent the sound of a loud explosion.













kabuki

 
/kəˈbo͞okē/





I.
 
noun




a form of traditional Japanese drama with highly stylized song, mime, and dance, now performed only by male actors, using exaggerated gestures and body movements to express emotions, and including historical plays, domestic dramas, and dance pieces.











– origin

 Japanese, originally as a verb meaning ‘act dissolutely,’ later interpreted as if from 
ka

 ‘song’ + 
bu

 ‘dance’ + 
ki

 ‘art.’





Kabul

 
/ˈkäbəl kəˈbo͞ol/






the capital of Afghanistan; pop. 2,536,300 (est. 2006). It is situated in the northeastern part of the country, with a strategic position commanding the mountain passes through the Hindu Kush, especially the Khyber Pass. Capital of the Mogul empire 1504–1738, it replaced Kandahar as capital of an independent Afghanistan in 1773.










Kabwe

 
/ˈkäbwā/






a town in central Zambia, north of Lusaka; pop. 211,500 (est. 2009). It is the site of a cave that has yielded human fossils associated with the Upper Pleistocene period.

Former name (1904–65) Broken Hill
 .









Kabyle

 
/kəˈbī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Berber people inhabiting northern Algeria.




2.
 
the Berber dialect of the Kabyle.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kabyle or their language.











– origin

 probably from Arabic 
ḳabā'il

 , plural of 
ḳabīla

 ‘tribe.’





Kachin

 
/kəˈCHin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people living in northern Burma (Myanmar) and adjacent parts of China and India.




2.
 
the Tibeto-Burman language of the Kachin.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kachin or their language.














kachina

 
/kəˈCHēnə /

 
katsina





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deified ancestral spirit in the mythology of Pueblo Indians.




2.
 
(also 
kachina dancer

 )
 — a person who represents a kachina spirit in ceremonial dances.




3.
 
(also 
kachina doll

 )
 — a small carved figure representing a kachina spirit.











– origin

 from Hopi 
kacina

 ‘supernatural,’ of Keres origin.





ka-ching

 
/kəˈCHiNG /

 
ker-ching





I.
 
noun




used to represent the sound of a cash register, especially with reference to making money




•
 
they likely have assets beyond the ka-ching of the cash register.

















– origin

 early 1990s: imitative.





Kádár, János

 
/ˈkäˌdär/






(1912–89), Hungarian statesman; first secretary of the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party 1956–88 and prime minister 1956–58 and 1961–65. After crushing the Hungarian uprising of 1956, he consistently supported the former Soviet Union. His policy of “consumer socialism” made Hungary the most affluent state in Eastern Europe.









Kaddish

 
/ˈkädiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient Jewish prayer sequence regularly recited in the synagogue service, including thanksgiving and praise and concluding with a prayer for universal peace.




2.
 
a form of Kaddish recited for the dead.











– origin

 from Aramaic 
qaddīš

 ‘holy.’






Kadiköy

 
/käˈdikœi, -koi/






Turkish name for Chalcedon
 .









Kaesong

 
/ˈkāˈsôNG/






a commercial and industrial city in southern North Korea, on the 38th Parallel (the South Korean border), the scene of armistice talks at the end of the Korean War; pop. 354,800 (est. 2009).










kaffeeklatsch

 
/ˈkafāˌklaCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an informal social gathering at which coffee is served.




2.
 
talking or gossip at an informal gathering where coffee is served.











– origin

 German, from 
Kaffee

 ‘coffee’ + 
Klatsch

 ‘gossip.’






Kaffir

 
/ˈkafər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹offensive›

 
(chiefly S. African)

 an insulting and contemptuous term for a black African.




2.
 
(
kaffir

 or 
kafir

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 an insulting and contemptuous term used by some Muslims for non-Muslims.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in 
sense

 2): from Arabic 
kāfir

 ‘infidel,’ from 
kafara

 ‘not believe.’






Kaffir lily






noun




either of two South African plants with straplike leaves and stems bearing a number of red, pink, or orange flowers.

[● a plant with star-shaped flowers (
Schizostylis coccinea

 , family 
Iridaceae

 ). ● another term for clivia
 .]













Kaffir lime

 
/ˈkafər ˌlīm/






noun




a citrus tree of southeast Asia with green fruit and aromatic leaves that are used in Thai and Indonesian cooking.

[
Citrus hystrix

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]













kaffiyeh

 
/kəˈfē(y)ə /

 
keffiyeh





I.
 
noun




a Bedouin Arab's kerchief worn as a headdress.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Arabic 
keffiyya

 , 
kūfiyya

 .





kafir

 
/ˈkafər/





I.
 
noun




a person who is not a Muslim (used chiefly by Muslims).











– origin

 from Arabic 
kāfir

 ‘infidel, unbeliever.’ Compare with Kaffir
 .





Kafir

 
/ˈkafər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a people of the Hindu Kush mountains of northeastern Afghanistan.








II.
 
derivatives





Kafiri

 
/ˈkafərē, kəˈfi(ə)rē /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Arabic 
kāfir

 (see Kaffir
 ).





Kafka, Franz

 
/ˈkäfkə/






(1883–1924), Czech novelist, who wrote in German. His work is characterized by its portrayal of an enigmatic and nightmarish reality where the individual is perceived as lonely, perplexed, and threatened. Notable works: 
The Metamorphosis

 (1917), 
The Trial

 (1925), and 
The Castle

 (1926).









Kafkaesque

 
/ˌkäfkəˈesk/






adjective




characteristic or reminiscent of the oppressive or nightmarish qualities of Franz Kafka's fictional world




•
 
a Kafkaesque bureaucratic office.



















kaftan

 
/ˈkaftən ˈkafˌtan /

 
caftan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man's long belted tunic, worn in countries of the Near East.




2.
 
a woman's long loose dress.




3.
 
a loose shirt or top.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Turkish, from Persian 
ḵaftān

 , partly influenced by French 
cafetan

 .





Kagan, Elena

 
/ˈkāɡən/






(1960–), US Supreme Court associate justice since 2010. Appointed by President Obama, she previously served as his Solicitor General, and was the first woman to hold that post.









Kagoshima

 
/ˌkäɡəˈSHēmə, käˈɡōSHēmə/






a city and port in Japan; pop. 601,122 (2007). Situated on the southern coast of Kyushu island, on the Satsuma Peninsula, it is noted for Satsuma ware, a type of porcelain.









Kahanamoku, Duke

 
/kəˌhänəˈmōko͞o/






(1890–1968) US swimmer and surfer, born in the kingdom of Hawaii; full name 
Duke Paoa Kahinu Mokoe Hulikohola Kahanamoku

 . The developer of the flutter kick, he won the 100–yard freestyle gold medals in the 1912 and 1920 Olympic Games, as well as an 800–meter relay gold medal in the 1920 games.









kahikatea

 
/ˌkīkəˈtēə/





I.
 
noun




a tall coniferous New Zealand tree used for its timber and resin. Its seeds, which are borne on conspicuous red stems, were formerly eaten by the Maoris.

Also called white pine
 . [
Podocarpus dacrydioides

 , family 
Podocarpaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Maori.





Kahlo, Frida

 
/ˈkälō/






(1907–54), Mexican painter. She is noted for her brightly colored self-portraits, which were influenced by Mexican primitive art. She was married to Diego Rivera.









Kahlúa

 
/kəˈlo͞oə/






noun






‹trademark›

 a coffee-flavored liqueur.













Kahoolawe

 
/käˌhōōˈläwā/






an island in Hawaii, southwest of Maui, formerly used as a military range.









Kahului

 
/ˌkäho͞oˈlo͞oē/






a city in Hawaii, on northern Maui Island; pop. 20,146 (2000).









kahuna

 
/kəˈho͞onə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Hawaii) a wise man or shaman.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an important person; the person in charge




•
 
one big kahuna runs the whole show.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (in surfing) a very large wave.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





Kaibab Plateau

 
/kīˌbab plaˈtō/






a highland region in northwestern Arizona, north of the Grand Canyon, that adjoins southern Utah.









Kaifeng

 
/ˌkīˈfeNG/






a city in eastern China, in Henan province, on the Yellow River; pop. 591,300 (est. 2006). Established in the 4th century 
BC

 , it is one of the oldest cities in China.









Kailua

 
/kīˈlo͞oə/






a community in southeastern Oahu on the island of Hawaii, in the Pacific Ocean, northeast of Honolulu; pop. 36,513 (2000).









kainic acid

 
/ˌkīnik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an organic acid extracted from a red alga, used to kill intestinal worms.

[Chem. formula: C10
 H15
 NO4
 .]











– origin

 1950s: 
kainic

 from Japanese 
kainin

 (from 
kainin-sō

 , name of the alga 
Digenea simplex

 from which it is extracted) + -ic
 .





kainite

 
/ˈkīnīt ˈkānīt/





I.
 
noun




a white mineral consisting of a double salt of hydrated magnesium sulfate and potassium chloride.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Kainit

 , from Greek 
kainos

 ‘new, recent,’ because of the mineral's recent formation.





Kaiparowits Plateau

 
/kīˌpärō-its plaˈtō/






a highland region in south central Utah, north of Lake Powell.









kairomone

 
/ˈkīrəˌmōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a chemical substance emitted by an organism and detected by another of a different species that gains advantage from this, e.g., a parasite seeking a host.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from Greek 
kairos

 ‘advantage, opportunity,’ on the pattern of 
pheromone

 .





kairos

 
/ˈkīräs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Theology]

 a propitious moment for decision or action.











– origin

 1930s: Greek, literally ‘opportunity.’





Kairouan

 
/kerˈwän/






a city in northeastern Tunisia; pop. 117,900 (est. 2004). It is a Muslim holy city and a place of pilgrimage.









kaiseki

 
/ˈkīsekē/





I.
 
noun




a style of traditional Japanese cuisine in which a series of very small, intricate dishes are prepared.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
kai

 (from 
kaichu

 ‘kimono pocket’) + 
seki

 ‘stone.’





kaiser

 
/ˈkīzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the German emperor, the emperor of Austria, or the head of the Holy Roman Empire


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Kaiser Wilhelm.










2.
 
see kaiser roll
 .








II.
 
phrases





the Kaiser's War








‹dated›

 World War I.












III.
 
derivatives





kaisership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
cayser

 , from Old Norse 
keisari

 , based on Latin 
Caesar

 (see Caesar
 ), and later reinforced by Middle Dutch 
keiser

 . The modern English form (early 19th cent.) derives from German 
Kaiser

 .





Kaiser, Georg

 
/ˈkīzər/






(1878–1945), German playwright. He is best known for his expressionist plays 
The Burghers of Calais

 (1914), 
Gas I

 (1918), and 
Gas II

 (1920); the last two provide a gruesome vision of futuristic science and end with the extinction of all life by poisonous gas.










kaiser roll






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a round, soft bread roll with a crisp crust, made by folding the corners of a square of dough into the center, resulting in a pinwheel shape when baked.













Kaiserslautern

 
/ˌkīzərzˈloudərn/






a city in western Germany, in Rhineland-Palatinate; pop. 98,000 (est. 2006).









Kaiser Wilhelm






, Wilhelm II of Germany (see Wilhelm II
 ).









kaizen

 
/ˈkīzən/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese business philosophy of continuous improvement of working practices, personal efficiency, etc.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘improvement.’





kaka

 
/ˈkäkə/





I.
 
noun




a large New Zealand parrot with olive-brown and dull green upper parts and reddish underparts.

[
Nestor meridionalis

 , family 
Psittacidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Maori.






kakapo

 
/ˈkäkəˌpō/





I.
 
noun




a large flightless New Zealand parrot with greenish plumage. Now endangered, it is nocturnal and ground-dwelling.

Also called owl parrot
 . [
Strigops habroptilus

 , family 
Psittacidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori, literally ‘night kaka.’





kakemono

 
/ˌkäkəˈmōnō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese unframed painting made on paper or silk and displayed as a wall hanging.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, from 
kake-

 ‘hang, suspend’ + 
mono

 ‘thing.’





kaki

 
/ˈkäkē/





I.
 
noun




the Japanese persimmon.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Japanese.






Kalaallit Nunaat

 
/kəˈlälēt no͞oˈnät/






Inuit name for Greenland
 .









kala-azar

 
/ˌkäləəˈzär/





I.
 
noun




a form of the disease leishmaniasis marked by emaciation, anemia, fever, and enlargement of the liver and spleen.

[This is caused by 
Leishmania donovani

 , phylum 
Kinetoplastida

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Assamese, from 
kālā

 ‘black’ + 
āzār

 ‘disease’ (because of the bronzing of the skin often associated with it).





Kalahari Desert

 
/ˌkäləˌhärē ˈdezərt/






a high, vast, arid plateau in southern Africa north of the Orange River. It comprises most of Botswana with parts in Namibia and South Africa.









Kalamazoo

 
/ˌkaləməˈzo͞o/






an industrial and commercial city in southwestern Michigan; pop. 72,179 (est. 2008).









kalanchoe

 
/ˌkalənˈkō-ē, kəˈlaNGkō-ē/





I.
 
noun




a tropical succulent plant with clusters of tubular flowers, sometimes producing miniature plants along the edges of the leaves and grown as an indoor or greenhouse plant.

[Genus 
Kalanchoe

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from French, based on Chinese 
gāláncài

 .





Kalashnikov

 
/kəˈlaSHnikôːf/





I.
 
noun




a type of rifle or submachine gun made in Russia, especially the AK-47 assault rifle.











– origin

 1970s: named after Mikhail T. 
Kalashnikov

 (1919–2013), the Russian designer of the weapons.






kale

 
/kāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hardy cabbage of a variety that produces erect stems with large leaves and no compact head.

See also curly kale
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 money.











– origin

 Middle English: northern English form of cole
 .





kaleidoscope

 
/kəˈlīdəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a toy consisting of a tube containing mirrors and pieces of colored glass or paper, whose reflections produce changing patterns that are visible through an eyehole when the tube is rotated.




2.
 
a constantly changing pattern or sequence of objects or elements




•
 
the dancers moved in a kaleidoscope of color.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
kalos

 ‘beautiful’ + 
eidos

 ‘form’ + -scope
 .





kaleidoscopic

 
/kəˌlīdəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having complex patterns of colors; multicolored




•
 
kaleidoscopic diamond patterns.










2.
 
made up of a complex mix of elements; multifaceted




•
 
a kaleidoscopic range of topics.














II.
 
derivatives





kaleidoscopically

 
/-ˌlīdəˈskäpik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Kalevala

 
/ˌkäləˈvälə/





I.
 
a collection of Finnish legends transmitted orally until published in the 19th century, and now regarded as the Finnish national epic.







– origin

 of Karelian origin.





Kaleyard School

 
/ˈkālyärd ˌsko͞ol/





I.
 
a group of late 19th-century fiction writers, including J. M. Barrie, who described local town life in Scotland in a romantic vein and with much use of the vernacular.







– origin

 from Scots 
kaleyard

 , literally ‘kitchen garden.’






Kalgan

 
/ˈkälˈɡän, ˈkalˈɡan/






Mongolian name for Zhangjiakou
 .









Kali

 
/ˈkälē /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
the most terrifying goddess, wife of Shiva, often identified with Durga, and in her benevolent aspect with Parvati. She is typically depicted as black, naked, old, and hideous.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Kālī

 ‘black.’





Kalimantan

 
/ˌkälēˈmäntän/






a region of Indonesia that is located on the southern part of the island of Borneo.










kalimba

 
/kəˈlimbə/





I.
 
noun




a type of African thumb piano.











– origin

 1950s: a local word; related to marimba
 .





Kalinin

 
/kəˈlēnən, kəlˈyēnyēn/






former name (1931–91) of Tver
 .









Kalinin, Mikhail

 
/kəˈlēnin/






(1875–1946), Soviet statesman; head of state 1919–46; full name 
Mikhail Ivanovich Kalinin

 . He founded the newspaper 
Pravda

 1912.










Kaliningrad

 
/kəˈlēninˌɡrät, kəlˈyēnyēn-/





I.
 
a port on the Baltic coast of eastern Europe, capital of the Russian region of Kaliningrad; pop. 421,700 (est. 2008). It was known by its German name of Königsberg until 1946 when it was ceded to the former Soviet Union under the Potsdam Agreement and renamed in honor of Kalinin. Its port is ice-free all year round and is an important naval base for the Russian fleet.




II.
 
a region of Russia, an enclave situated on the Baltic coast of eastern Europe; capital, Kaliningrad.









Kalisz

 
/ˈkälēSH/






a city in central Poland; pop. 108,311 (2007).









Kalmar, Union of






the treaty that unified the crowns of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway in 1397, dissolved in 1523.









Kalmar Sound

 
/ˌkälmər ˈsound/






a narrow strait between the mainland of southeastern Sweden and the island of Öland in the Baltic Sea.









kalmia

 
/ˈkälmēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen leathery-leaved shrub of the heath family, bearing large clusters of pink, white, or red flowers. It is native to North America and Cuba and widely grown as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Kalmia

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Pehr 
Kalm

 (1716–79), Swedish botanist.





Kalmuck

 
/ˈkalˌmək, kalˈmək /

 
Kalmyk





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a mainly Buddhist people of Mongolian origin living chiefly in Kalmykia.




2.
 
the Altaic language of the Kalmuck.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kalmuck or their language.











– origin

 from Russian 
kalmyk

 .






Kalmykia

 
/kalˈmikēə/






an autonomous republic in southwestern Russia, on the Caspian Sea; pop. 285,800 (est. 2009); capital, Elista.

Official name Republic of Kalmykia-Khalmg Tangch
 .









kalong

 
/ˈkälôNG, -läNG/





I.
 
noun




a flying fox found in Southeast Asia and Indonesia.

[Genus 
Pteropus

 , family 
Pteropodidae

 , in particular the large flying fox (
P. vampyrus

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Javanese.





kalua pig

 
/kəˈlo͞oə ˌpiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Hawaii) a whole pig baked underground in an imu until the meat is very tender




•
 
two kalua pigs are usuallv prepared for each luau.










2.
 
(also 
kalua pork

 )
 — the meat of a kalua pig, or pork cooked in a manner intended to resemble this, typically pulled apart into small pieces for serving




•
 
the taro farmers fed us kalua pig




•
 
try classic Hawaiian-style kalua pork.

















– origin

 from Hawaiian 
kālua

 , literally ‘baked in an underground oven.’





Kaluga

 
/kəˈlo͞oɡə/






an industrial city and river port in Russia, on the Oka River, southwest of Moscow; pop. 326,900 (est. 2008).









Kalyan

 
/kəlˈyän/






a city on the west coast of India, in the state of Maharashtra, northeast of Mumbai (Bombay); pop. 1,328,000 (est. 2009).









Kama

 
/ˈkämə /

 

‹Hinduism›







the god of love, typically represented as a youth with a bow of sugar cane, a bowstring of bees, and arrows of flowers.









kamacite

 
/ˈkaməˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of iron and nickel occurring in some meteorites.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kamax

 , 
kamak-

 ‘vine pole’ (because of the occurrence of the alloy in bar-shaped masses) + -ite
 1
 .





Kama River

 
/ˌkämə ˈrivər/






a river in Russia that flows for 1,128 miles (1,805 km) from the central Ural Mountains to the Volga River near Kazan.










Kama Sutra

 
/ˌkämə ˈso͞otrə/





I.
 
an ancient Sanskrit treatise on the art of love and sexual technique.







– origin

 Sanskrit, from 
kāma

 ‘love’ + 
sūtra

 ‘thread.’






Kamba

 
/ˈkämbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of central Kenya, ethnically related to the Kikuyu.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Kamba.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kamba or their language.











– origin

 a local name.





Kamchatka

 
/kämˈCHätkə/






a mountainous peninsula on the northeast coast of Siberia in Russia that separates the Sea of Okhotsk from the Bering Sea; chief port, Petropavlovsk.









kame

 
/kām/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a steep-sided mound of sand and gravel deposited by a melting ice sheet.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Scots form of comb
 .





Kamehameha I

 
/kəˌmāəˌmāə T͟Həˈfərst/






(1758?–1819), king of the Hawaiian islands 1795–1819, known as 
Kamehameha the Great

 . He united all the islands under his rule.










Kamenskoye

 
/ˌkäminˈskoiə/






former name (until 1936) for Dniprodzerzhinsk
 .









Kamensk-Uralsky

 
/ˌkäminsko͝orˈälsk(y)ē/






an industrial city in central Russia, in the eastern foothills of the Urals; pop. 180,900 (est. 2008).









Kamerlingh Onnes, Heike

 
/ˈkämərliNG ˈônəs/






(1853–1926), Dutch physicist. During his studies of cryogenic phenomena, he succeeded in liquefying helium. He also discovered the phenomenon of superconductivity in 1911. Nobel Prize for Physics (1913).









kami

 
/ˈkämē/





I.
 
noun




a divine being in the Shinto religion.











– origin

 Japanese.





kamikaze

 
/ˌkäməˈkäzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in World War II) a Japanese aircraft loaded with explosives and making a deliberate suicidal crash on an enemy target.




2.
 
the pilot of an aircraft making a deliberate suicidal crash.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a kamikaze attack or pilot.




2.
 
reckless or potentially self-destructive




•
 
he made a kamikaze run across three lanes of traffic.

















– origin

 Japanese, from 
kami

 ‘divinity’ + 
kaze

 ‘wind,’ originally referring to the gale that, in Japanese tradition, destroyed the fleet of invading Mongols in 1281.





Kamilaroi

 
/käˈmēläroi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of Australian Aboriginal peoples of northeastern New South Wales.




2.
 
the language of the Kamilaroi, a language now extinct.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kamilaroi or their language.











– origin

 the name in Kamilaroi.





Kampala

 
/kämˈpälə/






the capital of Uganda, in the southern part of the country on the northern shores of Lake Victoria; pop. 1,533,600 (est. 2009). It replaced Entebbe as the capital when Uganda became independent in 1963.










kampong

 
/ˈkämpôNG, -päNG/





I.
 
noun




a Malaysian enclosure or village.











– origin

 Malay; compare with compound
 2
 .






Kampuchea

 
/ˌkämpəˈCHēə/






former name (1976–89) for Cambodia
 .









Kampuchean

 
/ˌkämpəˈCHēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Kampuchea (now Cambodia) or its people




•
 
the Kampuchean nation.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Kampuchea (now Cambodia)




•
 
to many Kampucheans the train is a symbol of the country coming back to life.



















Kan.






abbreviation




Kansas.














kana

 
/ˈkänə/





I.
 
noun




the system of syllabic writing used for Japanese, having two forms, hiragana and katakana.

Compare with kanji
 .











– origin

 Japanese.





kanaka

 
/kəˈnäkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Hawaii.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a Pacific Islander employed as an indentured laborer in Australia, especially in the sugar and cotton plantations of Queensland.











– origin

 Hawaiian, literally ‘man.’





kanal

 
/ˈkanl/






noun




a land measure used in Pakistan, standardized under British rule to equal one-eighth acre




•
 
seventeen kanals of agricultural land.



















kanamycin

 
/ˌkanəˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a broad-spectrum antibiotic obtained from a strain of bacteria.











– origin

 1950s: from modern Latin 
Streptomyces kanamyceticus

 , the name of the source bacterium (see also -mycin
 ).





Kananga

 
/kəˈnäNGɡə/






a commercial city in south central Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), on the Lulua River; pop. 720,400 (est. 2004). Former name 
Luluabourg

 .










Kanarese

 
/ˌkänəˈrēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in Kanara, a district in southwestern India.




2.
 
another term for Kannada
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Kanara, its people, or their language.













Kanawha River

 
/kəˈnô-wə, kəˈnoi/






a river in west central West Virginia that connects the New River with the Ohio River. Charleston and other industrial centers lie along it.









kanban

 
/ˈkänbän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Japanese manufacturing system in which the supply of components is regulated through the use of a card displaying a sequence of specifications and instructions, sent along the production line.




2.
 
an instruction card used in a kanban system.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: Japanese, literally ‘billboard, sign.’






Kanchenjunga

 
/ˌkənCHənˈjəNGɡə, -ˈjo͝oNGɡə /

 
Kangchenjunga
 , Kinchinjunga





I.
 
a mountain in the Himalayas, on the border between Nepal and Sikkim. Rising to a height of 28,209 feet (8,598 m), it is the world's third highest mountain.







– origin

 Tibetan, literally ‘the five treasures of the snows,’ referring to the five separate peaks of the summit.





Kandahar

 
/ˌkəndəˈhär, ˈkəndəˌhär/






a city in southern Afghanistan; pop. 324,800 (est. 2006). It was Afghanistan's capital 1773–78.









Kandinsky, Wassily

 
/kənˈdinskē/






(1866–1944), Russian painter and theorist. A pioneer of abstract art, he cofounded the Munich-based 
Blaue Reiter

 group of artists in 1911.









Kandy

 
/ˈkandē/





I.
 
a city in Sri Lanka; pop. 121,300 (est. 2007). It contains one of the most sacred Buddhist shrines, the Dalada Maligava, which means Temple of the Tooth.




II.
 
derivatives





Kandyan

 
/-dēən /






adjective





















Kaneohe

 
/ˌkänāˈōhā, ˌkänēˈō-ē/






a community on eastern Oahu Island in Hawaii, northeast of Honolulu; pop. 34,970 (2000).










kangaroo

 
/ˌkaNGɡəˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large plant-eating marsupial with a long powerful tail and strongly developed hind limbs that enable it to travel by leaping, found only in Australia and New Guinea.

[Genus 
Macropus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: the name of a specific kind of kangaroo in an extinct Aboriginal language of northern Queensland, Australia.





kangaroo care






noun




a method of caring for premature babies in which the infants are held skin-to-skin with a parent, usually the mother, for as many hours as possible every day.













kangaroo court

 
/ˈˌkaNGɡəˈro͞o ˌkôrt/






noun




an unofficial court held by a group of people in order to try someone regarded, especially without good evidence, as guilty of a crime or misdemeanor.













kangaroo paw






noun




an Australian plant that has long straplike leaves and tubular flowers with woolly outer surfaces.

[Genera 
Anigozanthos

 and 
Macropidia

 , family 
Haemodoraceae

 : several species, in particular 
Mangles' kangaroo paw

 (
A. manglesii

 ), which is the floral emblem of Western Australia.]













kangaroo rat






noun




a seed-eating hopping rodent with large cheek pouches and long hind legs, found from Canada to Mexico.

[Genus 
Dipodomys

 , family 
Heteromyidae

 : several species.]













Kanin, Garson

 
/ˈkānin/






(1912–99) US actor, director, and producer. He wrote stage plays, such as 
Born Yesterday

 (1946), and he directed stage productions, such as 
The Diary of Anne Frank

 (1955) and 
Funny Girl

 (1964). He also wrote screenplays for movies, including 
Adam's Rib

 (1949) and 
Pat and Mike

 (1952).










kanji

 
/ˈkänjē/





I.
 
noun




a system of Japanese writing using Chinese characters.

Compare with kana
 .











– origin

 Japanese, from 
kan

 ‘Chinese’ + 
ji

 ‘character.’





Kankakee

 
/ˌkaNGkəˈkē/






a city in northeastern Illinois, on the Kankakee River; pop. 26,710 (est. 2008).










Kannada

 
/ˈkänədə/





I.
 
noun




a Dravidian language related to Telugu and using a similar script. It is spoken by about 24 million people, mainly in Kanara and Karnataka in southwestern India.

Also called Kanarese
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Kannada and its speakers.











– origin

 the name in Kannada.





Kano

 
/ˈkänō/






a city in northern Nigeria; pop. 2,359,200 (est. 2009).










Kanpur

 
/känˈpo͝or/






a city in Uttar Pradesh, in northern India, on the Ganges River; pop. 3,144,300 (est. 2009).

Former name Cawnpore
 .









Kans.






abbreviation




Kansas.














Kansa

 
/ˈkanzə, -sə/






noun



1.
 
a North American people of eastern Kansas.




2.
 
the language of the Kansa.

Also called Kaw
 .













Kansan

 
/ˈkanz(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Kansas or its inhabitants




•
 
he was born to a Kansan mother.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Kansas




•
 
he's a fellow Kansan.




















Kansas

 
/ˈkanzəs/






a state in the central US; pop. 2,802,134 (est. 2008); capital, Topeka; statehood, Jan. 29, 1861 (34). It was acquired by the US as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.









Kansas City






each of two adjacent cities in the US, situated at the junction of the Missouri and Kansas rivers. One is in northeastern Kansas; pop. 142,562 (est. 2008), and the other is in northwestern Missouri; pop. 451,572 (est. 2008).









Kansu

 
/ˈkanˌso͞o, ˈɡänˈso͞o/






variant of Gansu
 .









Kant, Immanuel

 
/känt/





I.
 
(1724–1804), German philosopher. In the 
Critique of Pure Reason

 (1781) he countered Hume's skeptical empiricism by arguing that any affirmation or denial regarding the ultimate nature of reality (“noumenon”) makes no sense. His 
Critique of Practical Reason

 (1788) affirms the existence of an absolute moral law—the categorical imperative.




II.
 
derivatives





Kantianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















Kantian

 
/ˈkäntēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or consistent with the works of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant




•
 
a sophisticated Kantian account of praise and blame.














II.
 
noun




a person who supports the works of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant




•
 
he considered himself at this time to be a Kantian.



















Kaohsiung

 
/ˈɡouSHēˈo͝oNG, -ˈSHo͝oNG/






the chief port of Taiwan, on the southwestern coast; pop. 1,520,600 (est. 2007).









kaoliang

 
/ˌkoulēˈaNG/





I.
 
noun




sorghum of a variety grown in China and used to make dough and alcoholic drinks.

[
Sorghum bicolor

 var. 
nervosum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Chinese 
gāoliang

 , from 
gāo

 ‘high’ + 
liáng

 ‘fine grain.’






kaolin

 
/ˈkāələn/





I.
 
noun




a fine, soft white clay, resulting from the natural decomposition of other clays or feldspar. It is used for making porcelain and china, as a filler in paper and textiles, and in medicinal absorbents.

Also called china clay
 .








II.
 
derivatives





kaolinize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Chinese 
gāolǐng

 , literally ‘high hill,’ the name of a mountain in Jiangxi province where the clay is found.





kaolinite

 
/ˈkāələˌnīt/






noun




a white or gray clay mineral that is the chief constituent of kaolin.














kaon

 
/ˈkāän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a meson having a mass several times that of a pion.











– origin

 1950s: from 
ka

 representing the letter 
K

 (as a symbol for the particle) + -on
 .





kapellmeister

 
/kəˈpelˌmīstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the leader or conductor of an orchestra or choir.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a leader of a chamber ensemble or orchestra attached to a German court.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: German, from 
Kapelle

 ‘court orchestra’ (from medieval Latin 
capella

 ‘chapel’) + 
Meister

 ‘master.’






kapok

 
/ˈkāˌpäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine, fibrous cottonlike substance that grows around the seeds of the ceiba tree, used as stuffing for cushions, soft toys, etc.




2.
 
(also 
kapok tree

 )
 — another term for ceiba
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Malay 
kapuk

 .





Kaposi's sarcoma

 
/kəˈpōsēz särˈkōmə ˈkapəˌsēz ˈkäpōˌSHēz/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a form of cancer involving multiple tumors of the lymph nodes or skin, occurring chiefly in people with depressed immune systems, e.g., as a result of AIDS.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Moritz K. 
Kaposi

 (1837–1902), Hungarian dermatologist.





kappa

 
/ˈkapə/






noun



1.
 
the tenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Κ

 , 
κ

 ), transliterated in the traditional Latin style as ‘c’ (as in 
Socrates

 ) or in the modern style as ‘k’ (as in 
kyanite

 and in the etymologies of this dictionary).




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Kappa

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the tenth star in a constellation




•
 
Kappa Orionis.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 denoting one of the two types of light polypeptide chain present in all immunoglobulin molecules (the other being lambda).













kapu

 
/ˈkäpō/





I.
 
noun




(in Hawaiian traditional culture and religion) a set of rules and prohibitions for everyday life.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





kaput

 
/kəˈpo͝ot käˈpo͝ot/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 broken and useless; no longer working or effective.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
kaputt

 , from French 
(être) capot

 ‘(be) without tricks in a card game.’





Karachai

 
/ˌkarəˈCHī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people living in Karachai-Cherkessia.




2.
 
(also 
Karachai-Balkar

 )
 — the Turkic language of the Karachai.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Karachai or their language.













Karachai-Cherkessia

 
/ˌkerəˌCHīCHirˈkesēə/






an autonomous republic in the northern Caucasus, in southwestern Russia; pop. 427,100 (est. 2009); capital, Cherkessk. Official name 
Karachai-Cherkess Republic

 .









Karachi

 
/kəˈräCHē/






a major city and port in Pakistan, capital of Sind province; pop. 12,827,900 (est. 2009). Situated by the Arabian Sea, it was the capital of Pakistan 1947–59 before being replaced by Rawalpindi.










Karaganda

 
/ˌkärəˈɡändə/






Russian name for Qaraghandy
 .









Karaite

 
/ˈkerəˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Jewish sect founded in the 8th century and located chiefly in the Crimea and nearby areas, and in Israel, which rejects rabbinical interpretation in favor of a literal interpretation of the scriptures.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Hebrew 
Qārā'īm

 ‘Scripturalists’ (from 
qārā'

 ‘read’) + -ite
 1
 .





Karaj

 
/käˈräj/






a city in northern Iran, west of Tehran; pop. 1,386,030 (2006).









Karajan, Herbert von

 
/ˈkärəˌyän/






(1908–89), Austrian conductor. He was the principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra 1955–89.









Karakalpak

 
/ˌkärəkälˈpäk, kəˌräkəlˈpäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people living in the Karakalpak Autonomous Republic of Russia, south of the Aral Sea.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Karakalpak.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Karakalpak or their language.













Karakoram

 
/ˌkerəˈkôrəm/






a mountain system in central Asia that extends more than 300 miles (480 km) southeast from Afghanistan to Kashmir and that forms part of the borders of India and Pakistan with China. One of the highest mountain systems in the world, it consists of a group of parallel ranges that form a westward continuation of the Himalayas, with many peaks over 26,000 feet (7,900 m), the highest being K2.









karakul

 
/ˈkerək(ə)l /

 
caracul





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sheep of an Asian breed with a dark, curled fleece when young.




2.
 
cloth or fur made from or resembling the fleece of a karakul.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian, from the name of an oasis in Uzbekistan and of two lakes in Tadjikistan, based on Turkic.





Kara Kum

 
/ˌkarə ˈko͞om, ˌkärə/






a desert in central Asia, east of the Caspian Sea, that covers much of Turkmenistan. Russian name 
Karakumy

 .










karaoke

 
/ˌkerēˈōkē/





I.
 
noun




a form of entertainment, offered typically by bars and clubs, in which people take turns singing popular songs into a microphone over prerecorded backing tracks.











– origin

 1970s: from Japanese, literally ‘empty orchestra.’





Kara Sea

 
/ˈkarə, ˈkärə/






an arm of the Arctic Ocean off the northern coast of Russia, bounded on the east by the islands of Severnaya Zemlya and on the west by those of Novaya Zemlya.










karat

 
/ˈkerət /

 


‹Brit.›

 carat






noun




a measure of the purity of gold, pure gold being 24 karats




•
 
an ounce of 24-karat gold.



















karate

 
/kəˈrädē/





I.
 
noun




an Asian system of unarmed combat using the hands and feet to deliver and block blows, widely practiced as a sport. It was formalized in Okinawa in the 17th century and popularized via Japan after about 1920. Karate is performed barefoot in loose padded clothing, with a colored belt indicating the level of skill, and involves mental as well as physical training.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
kara

 ‘empty’ + 
te

 ‘hand.’





karate chop





I.
 
noun




a sharp downward blow or movement executed with the side of the hand.








II.
 
derivatives





karate-chop






verb





















karateka

 
/kəˈrädēˌkä/






noun




a practitioner of karate.













Karbala

 
/ˈkärbələ/






a city in southern Iraq; pop. 475,000 (est. 2003). A holy city for Shiite Muslims, it is the site of the tomb of 
Husayn

 , grandson of Muhammad, who was killed here in 
AD

 680.









karela

 
/kəˈrelə/






noun




Indian name for bitter melon
 .













Karelia

 
/kəˈrēlēə/






a region of northeastern Europe on the border between Russia and Finland. Following Finland's declaration of independence in 1917, part of Karelia became a region of Finland and part an autonomous republic of the Soviet Union. After the Russo-Finnish war of 1939–40, the greater part of Finnish Karelia was ceded to the former Soviet Union. The remaining part of Karelia constitutes a province of eastern Finland.









Karelian

 
/kəˈrēlēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Northern European region of Karelia




•
 
the harsh Karelian landscape.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Northern European region of Karelia




•
 
the Karelians began to grow turnips, onions, potatoes and hemp.



















Karen

 
/kəˈren/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of eastern Burma (Myanmar) and western Thailand.




2.
 
the language of the Karen, probably Sino-Tibetan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Karen or their language.











– origin

 from Arakanese (a language of Burma) 
karang

 .






Karen State






a state in southeastern Burma (Myanmar), on the border with Thailand; capital, Pa-an. Inaugurated in 1954 as an autonomous state of Burma, it was given the traditional Karen name of Kawthoolay in 1964, but reverted to Karen after the 1974 constitution limited its autonomy. The people are engaged in armed conflict with the government in an attempt to gain independence.

Also called Kawthoolay
 .









Kariba, Lake

 
/kəˈrēbə/






a large man-made lake on the Zambia–Zimbabwe border in central Africa. Created by damming the Zambezi River with the Kariba Dam, it is the chief source of hydroelectric power for Zimbabwe and Zambia.









Kariba Dam






a concrete arch dam on the Zambezi River on the Zambia-Zimbabwe border, 240 miles (385 km) downstream from Victoria Falls. Built in 1955–59, it created Lake Kariba and provided a bridge over the river between Zambia and Zimbabwe.










Karl-Marx-Stadt

 
/kärl ˈmärks ˌSHtät/






former name (1953–90) for Chemnitz
 .









Karloff, Boris

 
/ˈkärˌlôf/






(1887–1969), US actor, born in England; born 
William Henry Pratt

 . He appeared mostly in horror movies, such as 
Frankenstein

 (1931) and 
The Body Snatcher

 (1945).









Karlovy Vary

 
/ˌkärlôvē ˈvärē/






a spa town in the western Czech Republic; pop. 50,940 (2007). It is noted for its alkaline thermal springs. German name 
Karlsbad

 .









Karlsruhe

 
/ˈkärlzˌro͝oə/






an industrial town and port on the Rhine River in western Germany; pop. 286,300 (est. 2006).









karma

 
/ˈkärmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Hinduism and Buddhism) the sum of a person's actions in this and previous states of existence, viewed as deciding their fate in future existences.




2.
 


‹informal›

 destiny or fate, following as effect from cause.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
karman

 ‘action, effect, fate.’





karma yoga






noun






[Hinduism]

 the discipline of selfless action as a way to perfection.













karmic

 
/ˈkärmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of karma




•
 
the karmic wheel of life




•
 
I sensed a deep karmic connection with him.










2.
 


‹informal›

 denoting good or bad luck, viewed as resulting from one's actions




•
 
his new job must be some form of karmic payback.














II.
 
derivatives





karmically






adverb





















Karnak

 
/ˈkärnak/






a village in Egypt on the Nile River, now largely amalgamated with Luxor. It is the site of the northern complex of monuments of ancient Thebes, including the great temple of Amun.










Karnataka

 
/ˌkärˈnädəkə/






a state in southwestern India; capital, Bangalore.

Former name (until 1973) Mysore
 .









Karnaugh map

 
/ˈkärnô ˌmap /

 
Karnaugh diagram





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Electronics]

 a diagram consisting of a rectangular array of squares, each representing a different combination of the variables of a Boolean function.








II.
 
derivatives





Karnaugh mapping






noun



















– origin

 1950s: named after US physicist Maurice 
Karnaugh

 (1924–).





Karoo

 
/kəˈro͞o /

 
Karroo





I.
 
an elevated semidesert plateau in South Africa.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a karoo

 )
 — 

(S. African)

 a tract of semidesert land.







– origin

 from Khoikhoi, literally ‘hard, dry.’





karoshi

 
/käˈrōSHē, ˈkärˌō-/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) death caused by overwork or job-related exhaustion.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
ka

 ‘excess’ + 
rō

 ‘labor’ + 
shi

 ‘death.’





kaross

 
/kəˈräs/





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 a rug or blanket of sewn animal skins, formerly worn as a garment by African people, now used as a bed or floor covering.











– origin

 South African Dutch, from Khoikhoi 
karos

 .





Karpov, Anatoli

 
/ˈkärˌpôf/






(1951–), Russian chess player; full name 
Anatoli Yevgenevich Karpov

 . He was world champion from 1975 until defeated by Garry Kasparov in 1985.









karri

 
/ˈkerē/





I.
 
noun




a tall Australian eucalyptus with hard red wood.

[
Eucalyptus diversicolor

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Nyungar.





karst

 
/kärst/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 landscape underlain by limestone that has been eroded by dissolution, producing ridges, towers, fissures, sinkholes, and other characteristic landforms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
karstic

 
/ˈkärstik /






adjective













2.
 
karstification

 
/ˌkärstəfiˈkāSHən /






noun













3.
 
karstify

 
/ˈkärstəˌfī /






verb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
der Karst

 , the name of a limestone region in Slovenia.





kart

 
/kärt/





I.
 
noun




a small unsprung racing vehicle typically having four wheels and consisting of a tubular frame with a rear-mounted engine.








II.
 
derivatives





karting

 
/ˈkärdiNG /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: shortening of go-kart
 .





Kartvelian

 
/kärtˈvēlēən/





I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for South Caucasian (see Caucasian
 ).











– origin

 from Georgian 
Kartvelebi

 ‘Georgians’ + -ian
 .






karyo-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 denoting the nucleus of a cell




•
 
karyotype.

















– origin

 from Greek 
karuon

 ‘kernel.’





karyokinesis

 
/ˌkerēəkəˈnēsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 division of a cell nucleus during mitosis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from karyo-
 ‘cell nucleus’ + Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘movement’ (from 
kinein

 ‘to move’).





karyolysis

 
/ˌkerēˈäləsəs/






noun






[Biology]

 dissolution of a cell nucleus, especially during mitosis.













karyotype

 
/ˈkerēōˌtīp/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 the number and visual appearance of the chromosomes in the cell nuclei of an organism or species.








II.
 
derivatives





karyotypic

 
/ˌkarēəˈtipik /






adjective





















karyotyping

 
/ˈkarēəˌtīpiNG/






noun






[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 the determination of a karyotype, e.g., to detect chromosomal abnormalities.













Kasai River

 
/käˌsī ˈrivər /

 
Cassai






a river that flows for 1,100 miles (1,800 km) from central Angola through southern and central Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) into the Congo River. On its lower 500 miles (800 km), it is an important trade route.









kasha

 
/ˈkäSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft food made from cooked buckwheat or similar grain.




2.
 
uncooked buckwheat groats.











– origin

 Russian.





Kasha

 
/ˈkaSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a soft, napped fabric of wool and hair.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 a kind of cotton flannel used as a lining material.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






Kashmir

 
/ˈkaSHˌmir ˈkaZHˌmir/






a region on the northern border of India and in northeastern Pakistan. Formerly a state of India, it has been disputed between India and Pakistan since partition in 1947. The northwestern part is controlled by Pakistan, most of it forming the state of Azad Kashmir, while the remainder is incorporated into the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.










Kashmir goat






noun




a goat of a Himalayan breed, yielding fine, soft wool that is used to make cashmere.













Kashmiri

 
/ˌkaSHˈmirē ˌkaZHˈmirē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Kashmir.




2.
 
the Dardic language of Kashmir, written in both Devanagari and Arabic script.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Kashmir, its people, or their language.













kashruth

 
/ˈkäSHrəTH, -ro͝ot, käSHˈro͞ot /

 
kashrut





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the body of Jewish religious laws concerning the suitability of food, the fitness for use of ritual objects, etc.




2.
 
the observance of kashruth.











– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘legitimacy (in religion)’; see also kosher
 .





Kasparov, Garry

 
/ˈkäspəˌrôf, kəˈspäˌrôf/






(1963–), Azerbaijani chess player; born 
Gary Weinstein

 . In 1985, at the age of 22, he defeated Anatoli Karpov to become the youngest-ever world chess champion. In 1997, he was beaten in a match with the IBM computer Deeper Blue, a loss that did not affect his world championship title.









Kassebaum, Nancy

 
/ˈkasəˌbôm, -ˌboum/






(1932–) US politician; full name 
Nancy Landon Kassebaum Baker

 ; daughter of Alf Landon. She was a US senator from Kansas 1978–97 and in 1995 became the first woman to head a major Senate committee (the Labor and Human Resources Committee).









Kassel

 
/ˈkas(ə)l/






a city in central Germany, in Hesse; pop. 193,500 (est. 2006). It was the capital of the kingdom of Westphalia 1807–13 and of the Prussian province of Hesse-Nassau 1866–1944.









Kasserine Pass

 
/ˌkäsərēn ˈpas/






a historic site near the village of al-Qasrayn in north central Tunisia. A gap in an extension of the Atlas Mountains, it was fought over by German and US forces in 1943 during World War II.









Kasur

 
/kəˈso͝or/






a city in northeastern Pakistan, in Punjab province; pop. 322,000 (est. 2009).









kata

 
/ˈkädə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of individual training exercises for practitioners of karate and other martial arts.




2.
 
(
pl.

 same or katas)
 — an individual training exercise in karate and other matial arts.











– origin

 Japanese.






katabatic

 
/ˌkadəˈbadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Meteorology]

 (of a wind) caused by local downward motion of cool air.

Compare with anabatic
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
katabatikos

 , from 
katabainein

 ‘go down.’





Katahdin, Mount

 
/kəˈtädn /

 
Ktaadn






a peak in north central Maine, in Baxter State Park, 5,267 feet (1,606 m), the highest point in the state, site of the northern end of the Appalachian Trail.










katakana

 
/ˌkädəˈkänə/





I.
 
noun




the more angular form of kana (syllabic writing) used in Japanese, primarily used for words of foreign origin.

Compare with hiragana
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Japanese, literally ‘side kana.’





katana

 
/kəˈtänə/





I.
 
noun




a long, single-edged sword used by Japanese samurai.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Japanese.






Katanga

 
/kəˈtaNGɡə/






former name (until 1972) for Shaba
 .









Katangese

 
/ˌkatäNGˈɡēz, ˌkataNGˈɡēz/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Shaba (before 1972 called Katanga).








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Katangese.














katharevousa

 
/ˌkäTHäˈrevo͞osä/





I.
 
noun




the purist form of modern Greek used in traditional literary writing, as opposed to the form that is spoken and used in everyday writing (called demotic).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Greek, literally ‘purifying,’ feminine of 
kathareuōn

 , present active participle of Greek 
kathareuein

 ‘be pure,’ from 
katharos

 ‘pure.’





Kathiawar

 
/ˌkädēəˈwär/






a peninsula on the western coast of India, in the state of Gujarat, that separates the gulfs of Kutch and Cambay.









Kathmandu

 
/ˌkätmänˈdo͞o /

 
Katmandu






the capital of Nepal, in the east central part of the country; pop. 895,000 (est. 2007). It is located in the Himalayas at an altitude of 4,450 feet (1,370 m).









Katmai National Park

 
/ˌkatˌmī ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈpärk/






a national preserve in southwestern Alaska, on the Alaska Peninsula, noted for its volcanic activity and wildlife.









Katowice

 
/ˌkädəˈvētsə/






a city in southwestern Poland; pop. 313,461 (2007). It is the industrial center of the Silesian coal-mining region.









katsina

 
/kəˈCHēnə, kətˈsēnə/






noun




variant of kachina
 .













katsuobushi

 
/ˌkätswōˈbo͝oSHē, -ˈbo͞o-/





I.
 
noun




dried fish prepared in hard blocks from the skipjack tuna and used in Japanese cooking.











– origin

 Japanese.





katsura

 
/ˈkätsərə/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental eastern Asian tree that has leaves that resemble those of the Judas tree and light, fine-grained timber.

[
Cercidiphyllum japonicum

 , the only member of the family 
Cercidiphyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Japanese.





Kattegat

 
/ˈkätəˌɡät, ˈkatəˌɡat/






a strait, 140 miles (225 km) long, between Sweden and Denmark. It is linked to the North Sea by the Skagerrak and to the Baltic Sea by the Øresund.









katydid

 
/ˈkādēˌdid/






noun




a large, typically green, long-horned grasshopper native to North America. The male makes a characteristic sound that resembles the name.

[
Microcentrum

 and other genera, family 
Tettigoniidae

 .]













katzenjammer

 
/ˈkatsənˌjamər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 confusion; uproar.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a hangover; a severe headache resulting from a hangover.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Katzen

 (combining form of 
Katze

 ‘cat’) + 
Jammer

 ‘distress’; popularized by the cartoon 
Katzenjammer Kids

 , drawn by Rudolf Dirks (1877–1968) in 1897 for the 
New York Journal

 , featuring two incorrigible children.





Kauai

 
/ˌkouˈäē/






an island in Hawaii, separated from Oahu by the Kauai Channel; chief town, Lihue.









Kaufman, George S.

 
/ˈkôfmən/






(1889–1961) US journalist, playwright, and director; full name 
George Simon Kaufman

 . He and 
Morrie Ryskind

 (1895–1985) wrote the Pulitzer-winning play 
Of Thee I Sing

 (1931), set to music by the Gershwin brothers. With Moss Hart he wrote 
You Can't Take It with You

 (1936) and 
The Man Who Came to Dinner

 (1939).









Kaunas

 
/ˈkounəs, -ˌnäs/






an industrial city and river port in southern Lithuania, at the confluence of the Viliya and Neman rivers; pop. 352,279 (2009).









Kaunda, Kenneth

 
/kəˈo͞ondə/






(1924–), Zambian statesman; first president of independent Zambia 1964–91; full name 
Kenneth David Kaunda

 .









kauri

 
/ˈkourē/





I.
 
noun




a tall coniferous forest tree that has broad leathery leaves and produces valuable timber and dammar resin. It grows in warm countries from Malaysia to New Zealand.

[Genus 
Agathis

 , family 
Araucariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. australis

 of New Zealand.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Maori.





kauri resin

 
kauri gum






noun




the resin of the kauri tree, used as a varnish, and often also found in fossilized form where the tree formerly grew.













kava

 
/ˈkävə /

 
kava-kava





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narcotic sedative drink made in Polynesia from the crushed roots of a plant of the pepper family.




2.
 
the Polynesian shrub from which the kava root is obtained.

[
Piper methysticum

 , family 
Piperaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Tongan.






Kaw

 
/käw/






noun




another name for Kansa
 .













Kawabata, Yasunari

 
/ˌkäwəˈbätə/






(1899–1972), Japanese novelist. At first an experimental writer, he reverted to traditional Japanese novel forms during the 1930s. Notable works: 
The Izu Dancer

 (1925) and 
The Sound of the Mountain

 (1949–54). Nobel Prize for Literature (1968).









kawaii

 
/kəˈwī, ˈkäwīˌē/





I.
 
adjective




(in the context of Japanese popular culture) cute




•
 
she paints elephants that are extremely kawaii.














II.
 
noun




the quality of being cute, or items that are cute.




•
 
even in a cosmopolitan city like Tokyo, kawaii is everywhere.

















– origin

 Japanese.





Kawasaki

 
/ˌkäwəˈsäkē, ˌkouə-/






an industrial city in eastern Japan, on the southeastern coast of the island of Honshu; pop. 1,316,006 (2007).









Kawasaki disease





I.
 
noun




a disease of unknown cause, occurring primarily in young children and giving rise to a rash, glandular swelling, and sometimes damage to the heart.











– origin

 1960s: named after Tomisaku 
Kawasaki

 , Japanese physician.






Kawthoolay

 
/ˌkôTHo͞oˈlā /

 
Kawthulei






former name (1964–74) for Karen State
 .









kayak

 
/ˈkīˌak/





I.
 
noun




a canoe of a type used originally by the Inuit, made of a light frame with a watertight covering having a small opening in the top to sit in.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
kayaking

 )


1.
 
travel in or use a kayak.








III.
 
derivatives





kayaker

 
/ˈkīˌakər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Inuit 
qayaq

 .





Kayan

 
/ˈkīən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of Sarawak and Borneo.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of the Kayan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kayan or their language.











– origin

 the name in Kayan.





Kaye, Danny

 
/kā/






(1913–87), US actor and comedian; born 
David Daniel Kominski

 . He was noted for his mimicry, comic songs, and slapstick humor. Notable movies: 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty

 (1947), 
Hans Christian Andersen

 (1952), and 
The Court Jester

 (1956).









kayfabe

 
/ˈkāˌfāb/





I.
 
noun




(in professional wrestling) the fact or convention of presenting staged performances as genuine or authentic




•
 
a masterful job of blending kayfabe and reality




•
 
he's not someone who can 
break kayfabe

 and talk about the business




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
I heard that AJ approached him to rehearse a kayfabe segment.

















– origin

 1980s: origin uncertain; often said to have arisen in American traveling carnivals. One explanation interprets the word as an alteration of ‘be fake’ written backwards, while the 
-ay-

 element is typical of the way in which words are formed in pig Latin
 .






kayo

 
/ˌkāˈō /

 

‹Boxing informal›






I.
 
noun




a knockout.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
knock (someone) out.











– origin

 1920s: representing the pronunciation of 
KO

 .






Kayseri

 
/ˈkīsərē/






a city in central Turkey; pop. 696,800 (est. 2007).









kazachok

 
/kəzäˈCHôk/





I.
 
noun




a Slavic dance with a fast and typically quickening tempo, featuring a step in which a squatting dancer kicks out each leg alternately to the front.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Russian, diminutive of 
kazak

 ‘Cossack.’






Kazakh

 
/kəˈzäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living chiefly in Kazakhstan. Traditionally nomadic, the Kazakh are predominantly Sunni Muslims.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Kazakh.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kazakh or their language.











– origin

 Russian, from Turkic; see Cossack
 .





Kazakhstan

 
/kazakˈstan ˌkäzäkˈstän/





I.
 
a republic in central Asia, south of Russia, that extends east from the Caspian Sea to the Altai Mountains and China; pop. 15,399,400 (est. 2009); capital, Astana; languages, Kazakh (official) and Russian.





The Turkic tribes of Kazakhstan were overrun by the Mongols in the 13th century, and the region was eventually absorbed into the Russian empire. Kazakhstan formed a constituent republic of the former Soviet Union and became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991.





Kazan

 
/kəˈzan kəˈzän/






a port in western Russia, situated on the Volga River to the east of Nizhni Novgorod, capital of the autonomous republic of Tatarstan; pop. 1,120,200 (est. 2008).









Kazan, Elia

 
/kəˈzan/






(1909–2003), US movie and theater director, born in Turkey; born 
Elia Kazanjoglous

 . In 1947, he cofounded the Actors' Studio, a leading center of method acting. He directed 
A Streetcar Named Desire

 (stage, 1947; movie, 1951). Other notable movies: 
On the Waterfront

 (1954) and 
East of Eden

 (1955).









kazillion

 
/kəˈzilyən/






cardinal number






‹informal›

 another term for gazillion
 .













kazoo

 
/kəˈzo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a small, simple musical instrument consisting of a hollow pipe with a hole in it, over which is a thin covering that vibrates and produces a buzzing sound when the player sings or hums into the pipe.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: apparently imitative of the sound produced.





kb






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 kilobase(s).













Kb






abbreviation






[Computing]

 kilobit(s).













KB

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 kilobyte(s).




2.
 
(in the UK) King's Bench.













Kbps






abbreviation




kilobits per second.













kbyte

 
/ˈkābīt/






abbreviation




kilobyte(s).













kc






abbreviation




kilocycle(s).













KC






abbreviation



1.
 
Kansas City.




2.
 
(in the UK) King's Counsel.













kcal






abbreviation




kilocalorie(s).













kcl






abbreviation




kilocalorie.













kc/s






abbreviation




kilocycles per second.













KD






abbreviation



1.
 
kiln-dried.




2.
 
knocked-down.













KE






abbreviation




kinetic energy.













kea

 
/kēə/





I.
 
noun




a New Zealand mountain parrot with a long, narrow bill and mainly olive-green plumage.

[
Nestor notabilis

 , family 
Psittacidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori, imitative of its call.





Kearney

 
/ˈkärnē/






a city in southern Nebraska, on the north shore of the Platte River, southwest of Grand Island; pop. 30,417 (est. 2008).









Kearny

 
/ˈkärnē/






an industrial town in northeastern New Jersey, on Newark Bay, west of Jersey City; pop. 36,746 (est. 2008).









Keaton, Buster

 
/ˈkētn/






(1895–1966), US actor and director; born 
Joseph Francis Keaton

 . Noted for his deadpan face and acrobatic skills, he starred in and directed movies such as 
The Navigator

 (1924), and 
The General

 (1926).









Keaton, Diane






(1946–) US actress; born 
Diane Hall

 . She appeared in 
Annie Hall

 (1977), 
The Godfather

 (1972, and its sequels 1974 and 1990), 
The First Wives' Club

 (1996), and 
Something's Gotta Give

 (2003).









Keats, Ezra Jack

 
/kēts/






(1916–83) US illustrator and author of children's books; born 
Jacob Ezra Katz

 . Some of his books in which the main character was a little boy named Peter included 
The Snowy Day

 (1962), 
Whistle for Willie

 (1964), 
Goggles!

 (1969), and 
Pet Show!

 (1972).









Keats, John





I.
 
(1795–1821), English poet. A principal figure of the romantic movement, he wrote most of his best-known poems, including 
“La Belle Dame sans Merci,”

 
“Ode to a Nightingale,”

 and 
“Ode on a Grecian Urn,”

 in 1818; they were published in 1820.




II.
 
derivatives





Keatsian

 
/ˈkētsēən /






adjective





















kebab

 
/kəˈbäb /

 
kabob





I.
 
noun




a dish of pieces of meat, fish, or vegetables roasted or grilled on a skewer or spit.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Arabic 
kabāb

 , partly via Urdu, Persian, and Turkish.





kebaya

 
/kəˈbäyə/





I.
 
noun




a light, loose tunic worn by women in Malaysia, Indonesia, and other Southeast Asian countries.











– origin

 Malay, ultimately of Persian or Arabic origin.





Keble, John

 
/ˈkēbəl/






(1792–1866), English churchman; a founder of the Oxford Movement in 1833 with John Henry Newman and Edward Pusey.









keck

 
/kek/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 feel as if one is about to vomit; retch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





kedge

 
/kej/





I.
 
verb




(with reference to a ship or boat) move by hauling in a hawser attached to a small anchor dropped at some distance


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I kedged the dinghy to the port.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
most of the smaller boats had to kedge for a while.














II.
 
noun




a small anchor used to reposition a ship or boat by having the anchor's hawser hauled in.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps a specific use of dialect 
cadge

 ‘bind, tie.’





kedgeree

 
/ˈkejəˌrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Indian dish consisting chiefly of rice, lentils, onions, and eggs.




2.
 
a European dish consisting chiefly of fish, rice, and hard-boiled eggs.











– origin

 from Hindi 
khichṛī

 , from Sanskrit 
khiccā

 , a dish of rice and sesame.





keek

 
/kēk /

 

‹Scottish›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
peep surreptitiously




•
 
he keeked through the window.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a surreptitious glance.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to Dutch 
kijken

 ‘have a look.’





keel1


 
/kēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the longitudinal structure along the centerline at the bottom of a vessel's hull, on which the rest of the hull is built, in some vessels extended downward as a blade or ridge to increase stability.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a ridge along the breastbone of many birds to which the flight muscles are attached; the carina.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a prow-shaped pair of petals present in flowers of the pea family.




4.
 


‹literary›

 a ship.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
keel over

 )


1.
 
(of a boat or ship) turn over on its side; capsize.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or thing) fall over; collapse.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
keeled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a deep-keeled yacht



















2.
 
keelless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
kjǫlr

 , of Germanic origin.





keel2


 
/kēl/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a flat-bottomed freight boat; a keelboat.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
kēl

 , Middle Dutch 
kiel

 ‘ship, boat.’





keelboat

 
/ˈkēlbōt/






noun



1.
 
a yacht built with a permanent keel rather than a centerboard.




2.
 
a large, flat freight boat used on rivers.













keelhaul

 
/ˈkēlˌhôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 punish (someone) by dragging them through the water under the keel of a ship, either across the width or from bow to stern.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹often humorous›

 punish or reprimand severely.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
kielhalen

 .






Keeling Islands

 
/ˌkēliNG ˈīləndz/






another name for Cocos Islands
 .









keelson

 
/ˈkēlsən /

 
kelson





I.
 
noun




a centerline structure running the length of a ship and fastening the transverse members of the floor to the keel below.











– origin

 Middle English 
kelswayn

 , related to Low German 
kielswīn

 , from 
kiel

 ‘keel of a ship’ + 
swīn

 ‘swine’ (used as the name of a timber).





Keelung

 
/ˈkēˈlo͝oNG/






see Chilung
 .









Keemun

 
/ˈkēˈmo͝on, ˈkā-/






noun




a black tea grown in Keemun, China.














keen1


 
/kēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharp or penetrating, in particular




2.
 
(of a sense) highly developed




•
 
I have keen eyesight.










3.
 
(of mental faculties) quick to understand or function




•
 
her keen intellect.










4.
 
(of the air or wind) extremely cold; biting.




5.
 
(of the edge or point of a blade) sharp.




6.
 


‹literary›

 (of a smell, light, or sound) penetrating; clear.




7.
 
having or showing eagerness or enthusiasm




•
 
keen believers in the monetary system




•
 
a keen desire to learn.










8.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
keen on

 )
 — interested in or attracted by (someone or something)




•
 
Bob makes it obvious he's keen on her.










9.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent




•
 
I would soon fly to distant stars—how keen!










10.
 


(Brit.)

 (of prices) very low; competitive.











– origin

 Old English 
cēne

 ‘wise, clever,’ also ‘brave, daring,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koen

 and German 
kühn

 ‘bold, brave.’ Current senses date from Middle English.





keen2


 
/kēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wail in grief for a dead person; sing a keen.




2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
keening

 )
 — make an eerie wailing sound




•
 
the keening of the cold night wind.














II.
 
noun




an Irish funeral song accompanied by wailing in lamentation for the dead.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Irish 
caoinim

 ‘I wail.’





Keene

 
/kēn/






a city in southwestern New Hampshire; pop. 22,407 (est. 2008).









keener

 
/ˈkēnər/






noun



1.
 
a person who keens for someone who has died.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is who is extremely eager, zealous, or enthusiastic




•
 
keeners who spent most of high school buried in homework.



















keenly

 
/ˈkēnlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an eager or enthusiastic manner




•
 
one of this year's most keenly anticipated movies




•
 
people are keenly watching the developments.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — intensely




•
 
they are keenly aware of the problems of their community.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 cheaply; competitively




•
 
the car is keenly priced.



















keenness

 
/ˈkēnˌnəs/






noun




the quality of being eager or enthusiastic; eagerness




•
 
he has expressed his keenness to retain his job.




















keep

 
/kēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or retain possession of




•
 
my father would keep the best for himself




•
 
she had trouble keeping her balance.










2.
 
retain or reserve for use in the future




•
 
return one copy to me, keeping the other for your files.










3.
 
put or store in a regular place




•
 
the stand where her umbrella was kept.










4.
 
retain one's place in or on (a seat or saddle, the ground, etc.) against opposition or difficulty




•
 
are you able to keep your saddle?










5.
 
delay or detain; cause to be late




•
 
I won't keep you; I know you've got a busy evening.










6.
 
continue or cause to continue in a specified condition, position, course, etc.


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she could have had some boyfriend she kept quiet about




•
 
keep left along the wall




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she might be kept alive artificially by machinery.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — continue doing or do repeatedly or habitually




•
 
he keeps going on about the murder.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a perishable commodity) remain in good condition




•
 
fresh ginger does not keep well.










9.
 
make (someone) do something for a period of time




•
 
I have kept her waiting too long.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 continue to follow (a way, path, or course)




•
 
the friars and soldiers removed, keeping their course toward Jericho.










11.
 
provide for the sustenance of (someone)




•
 
he had to keep his large family in the manner he had chosen.










12.
 
provide (someone) with a regular supply of a commodity




•
 
the money should 
keep

 him 
in

 cigarettes for a week.










13.
 
own and look after (an animal) for pleasure or profit.




14.
 
own and manage (a shop or business).




15.
 
guard; protect




•
 
his only thought is to 
keep

 the boy 
from

 harm.










16.
 
support (someone, especially a woman) financially in return for sexual favors


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a kept woman.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act as a goalkeeper.




18.
 
honor or fulfill (a commitment or undertaking)




•
 
I'll keep my promise, naturally.










19.
 
observe (a religious occasion) in the prescribed manner




•
 
today's consumers do not keep the Sabbath.










20.
 
pay due regard to (a law or custom).




21.
 
make written entries in (a diary) on a regular basis




•
 
the master kept a weekly journal.










22.
 
write down as (a record)




•
 
keep a note of the whereabouts of each item.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
food, clothes, and other essentials for living




•
 
working overtime to 
earn his keep

 .










2.
 
the cost of basic living essentials.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 charge; control




•
 
if from shepherd's keep a lamb strayed far.










4.
 
the strongest or central tower of a castle, acting as a final refuge.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
you can't keep a good man (or woman) down








‹informal›

 a competent person will always recover well from setbacks or problems.









2.
 
for keeps








‹informal›

 permanently; indefinitely.









3.
 
keep one's feet






manage not to fall.









4.
 
keep going






make an effort to live normally when in a difficult situation.









5.
 
keep open house






provide general hospitality.









6.
 
keep to oneself






avoid contact with others.









7.
 
keep something to oneself






refuse to disclose or share something.









8.
 
keep up with the Joneses






try to maintain the same social and material standards as one's friends or neighbors.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
keep someone after






make a student stay at school after normal hours as a punishment.









2.
 
keep at (or keep someone at)






persist (or force someone to persist) with




•
 
it was the best part of a day's work, but I kept at it.















3.
 
keep away (or keep someone away)






stay away (or make someone stay away)




•
 


keep away from

 the edge of the cliff.















4.
 
keep back (or keep someone/something back)






remain (or cause someone or something to remain) at a distance




•
 
he had kept back from the river when he could.















5.
 
keep someone back








(N. Amer.)

 make a student repeat a year at school because of poor grades.









6.
 
keep something back





a.
 
retain or withhold something




•
 
the father kept back $5 for himself.










b.
 
decline to disclose something.




c.
 
prevent tears from flowing.









7.
 
keep down






stay hidden by crouching or lying down




•
 
Keep down! There's someone coming.















8.
 
keep someone down






hold someone in subjection




•
 
but others doubted the injury would keep him down that long.















9.
 
keep something down





a.
 
cause something to remain at a low level




•
 
the population of aphids is normally kept down by other animals.










b.
 
retain food or drink in one's stomach without vomiting.









10.
 
keep from (or keep someone from)






avoid (or cause someone to avoid) doing something




•
 
Dinah bit her lips to keep from screaming




•
 
he could hardly 
keep himself from

 laughing.















11.
 
keep something from





a.
 
cause something to remain a secret from (someone).




b.
 
cause something to stay out of




•
 
she could not keep the dismay from her voice.















12.
 
keep someone in






confine someone indoors or in a particular place




•
 
he should be kept in overnight for a second operation.















13.
 
keep something in






restrain oneself from expressing a feeling




•
 
he wanted to make me mad, but I kept it all in.















14.
 
keep off





a.
 
avoid encroaching on or touching.




b.
 
avoid consuming or smoking




•
 
the first thing was to keep off alcohol.










c.
 
avoid (a subject).




d.
 
(of bad weather) fail to occur.









15.
 
keep someone/something off






prevent someone or something from encroaching on or touching




•
 
keep your hands off me.















16.
 
keep on






continue to do (something)




•
 
they would have preferred to keep on working.















17.
 
keep on about






speak about (something) repeatedly.









18.
 
keep someone/something on






continue to use or employ someone or something.









19.
 
keep out (or keep someone/something out)






remain (or cause someone or something to remain) outside




•
 
cover with cheesecloth to keep out flies.















20.
 
keep to





a.
 
avoid leaving (a path, road, or place).




b.
 
adhere to (a schedule).




c.
 
observe (a promise).




d.
 
confine or restrict oneself to




•
 
nothing is more irritating than people who do not keep to the point.















21.
 
keep someone under






hold a person or group in subjection




•
 
the local people are kept under by the army.















22.
 
keep up





a.
 
move or progress at the same rate as someone or something else




•
 
often they had to pause to allow him to keep up.










b.
 
meet a commitment to pay or do something regularly




•
 
if you do not 
keep up with

 the payments, the loan company can make you sell your home.















23.
 
keep up with





a.
 
learn about or be aware of (current events or developments).




b.
 
continue to be in contact with (someone).









24.
 
keep someone up






prevent someone from going to bed or to sleep.









25.
 
keep something up





a.
 
maintain or preserve something in the existing state; continue a course of action




•
 
keep up the good work.










b.
 
keep something in an efficient or proper state




•
 
the new owners could not afford to keep up the grounds.










c.
 
make something remain at a high level




•
 
he was whistling to keep up his spirits.


















V.
 
derivatives





keepable






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
cēpan

 ‘seize, take in,’ also ‘care for, attend to,’ of unknown origin.





keeper

 
/ˈkēpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who manages or looks after something or someone




•
 
I would not stop him—I'm his wife, not his keeper.










2.
 
a guard at a prison or a museum.




3.
 
short for zookeeper
 .




4.
 
short for gamekeeper
 .




5.
 
short for goalkeeper
 .




6.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a food or drink that remains in a specified condition if stored




•
 
hazelnuts are good keepers.










7.
 
a fish large enough to be kept when caught.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that is valuable and to be cherished




•
 
this disc is a keeper and one that belongs on every serious DVD collector's shelf




•
 
if he's a good communicator and a great listener, he's a keeper.










9.
 
an object that keeps another in place, or protects something more fragile or valuable, in particular




10.
 
a ring worn to keep a more valuable one on the finger.




11.
 
a bar of soft iron placed across the poles of a horseshoe magnet to maintain its strength.




12.
 


[Football]

 a play in which the quarterback runs with the ball instead of handing it off or passing it.








II.
 
derivatives





keepership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















keeping

 
/ˈkēpiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of owning, maintaining, or protecting something




•
 
the keeping of dogs




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
careful record-keeping is needed.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in someone's keeping






in someone's care or custody.









2.
 
in (or out of) keeping with






in (or out of) harmony or conformity with




•
 
the cuisine is in keeping with the hotel's Edwardian character.























keepsake

 
/ˈkēpˌsāk/






noun




a small item kept in memory of the person who gave it or originally owned it.













keeshond

 
/ˈkāsˌhänd, -ˌhônt/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a Dutch breed with long thick gray hair resembling a large Pomeranian.











– origin

 1920s: Dutch, from 
Kees

 (nickname for the given name 
Cornelius

 ) + 
hond

 ‘dog.’





kef

 
/kef /

 
kif





I.
 
noun




a substance, especially cannabis, smoked to produce a drowsy state.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Arabic 
kayf

 ‘enjoyment, well-being.’





Kefauver, Estes

 
/ˈkēˌfôvər/






(1903–63) US politician; full name 
Carey Estes Kefauver

 . He was a member of the US House of Representatives from Tennessee 1939–49, a member of the US Senate 1949–63, and a Democratic vice presidential candidate 1956. As a senator, he conducted hearings 1950–51 to investigate organized crime in interstate commerce.









kefir

 
/kəˈfir/





I.
 
noun




a sour-tasting drink make from cow's milk fermented with certain bacteria.











– origin

 from Russian.





Keflavik

 
/ˈkefləˌvik/






a fishing port in southwestern Iceland; pop. 14,183 (2009). Iceland's international airport is located nearby.









keftedes

 
/kefˈtedēz, -ˈteT͟Hes/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Greek cooking) small meatballs made with herbs and onions.











– origin

 from Greek 
kephtedes

 , plural of 
kephtes

 , via Turkish from Persian 
koftah

 .





keg

 
/keɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small barrel, especially one of less than 30 gallons or (in the UK) 10 gallons.




2.
 
a unit of weight equal to 100 lb (45 kg), used for nails.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of Scots and US dialect 
cag

 , from Old Norse 
kaggi

 .





Kegel exercise

 
/ˈkēɡəl, ˈkeɡ-/





I.
 
noun




an exercise to strengthen the pelvic floor muscles, in which the levator muscles are squeezed and held for five seconds, then released for five seconds, for a number of repetitions. They are used to treat urinary incontinence, or to prepare for or recover from childbirth.











– origin

 from California physician Dr. Arnold 
Kegel

 , who advocated such exercises from the late 1940s.





kegger

 
/ˈkeɡər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a party at which beer is served, typically from kegs.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a keg of beer.













Keillor, Garrison

 
/ˈkēlər/






(1942–), US writer and radio entertainer; full name 
Garrison Edward Keillor

 . He created the radio program 
A Prairie Home Companion

 (1974–87, 1993–) and wrote fictional works such as 
Happy to Be Here

 (1982), 
Lake Wobegon Days

 (1985), and 
Wobegon Boy

 (1997). In 2004 he published 
Homegrown Democrat: A Few Plain Thoughts from the Heart of America

 .









keiretsu

 
/kāˈretso͞o/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a conglomeration of businesses linked together by cross-shareholdings to form a robust corporate structure.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
kei

 ‘systems’ + 
retsu

 ‘tier.’





keirin

 
/ˈki(ə)rin, kāˈrin/





I.
 
noun




a racing event in which cyclists ride several laps around an indoor track behind a motorized pacesetter before sprinting to the finish.











– origin

 1950s: Japanese, literally ‘bicycle race.’





keister

 
/ˈkēstər /

 
keester





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a suitcase, bag, or box for carrying possessions or merchandise.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the sense ‘suitcase, bag’): of unknown origin.





keitai

 
/ˈkātī/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a mobile phone.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘portable,’ short for 
keitai denwa

 ‘cell phone.’





Keizer

 
/ˈkīzər/






a city in northwestern Oregon, a northern suburb of Salem; pop. 35,864 (est. 2008).









Kekulé, August

 
/ˈkekəˌlā/






(1829–96), German chemist; full name 
Friedrich August Kekulé von Stradonitz

 . One of the founders of structural organic chemistry, he is best known for discovering the ring structure of benzene.









Keller, Helen

 
/ˈkelər/






(1880–1968), US writer, social reformer, and academic; full name 
Helen Adams Keller

 . Blind and deaf from an early age, she learned how to read, type, and speak with the help of her tutor, 
Anne Sullivan

 (1866–1936).









Kellogg Pact

 
/ˈkelôɡ, -äɡ /

 
Kellogg–Briand Pact






a treaty renouncing war as an instrument of national policy, signed in Paris in 1928 by representatives of fifteen nations. It grew out of a proposal made by the French Premier 
Aristide Briand

 (1862–1932) to 
Frank B. Kellogg

 (1856–1937), US Secretary of State.









Kells, Book of

 
/kelz/





I.
 
an illuminated manuscript of the Gospels, perhaps made by Irish monks in Iona in the 8th or early 9th century, now kept at Trinity College, Dublin.







– origin

 
Kells

 , the name of a town in County Meath, Ireland, where the manuscript was formerly kept.





Kelly, Emmett

 
/ˈkelē/






(1898–1979), US entertainer; full name 
Emmett Leo Kelly

 . He played Weary Willie, the mournful tramp clown, with Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus from 1942 until 1957.









Kelly, Gene






(1912–96), US dancer and choreographer; full name 
Eugene Curran Kelly

 . He performed in and choreographed many movie musicals, including 
An American in Paris

 (1951) and 
Singin' in the Rain

 (1952).









Kelly, Grace






(1928–82), US movie actress; also called (from 1956) 
Princess Grace of Monaco

 ; born 
Grace Patricia Kelly

 . She starred in such movies as 
High Noon

 (1952), 
The Country Girl

 (1954), and 
To Catch a Thief

 (1955) before retiring from the industry in 1956 to marry Monaco's 
Prince Rainier III

 (1923–2005).









Kelly, Ned






(1855–80), Australian outlaw; full name 
Edward Kelly

 ; leader of a band of horse and cattle thieves and bank robbers.









keloid

 
/ˈkēloid/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an area of irregular fibrous tissue formed at the site of a scar or injury.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French from Greek 
khēlē

 ‘crab's claw’ + -oid
 .






kelp

 
/kelp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large brown seaweed that typically has a long, tough stalk with a broad frond divided into strips. Some kinds grow to a very large size and form underwater “forests” that support a large population of animals.

[Family 
Laminariaceae

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 , including the genera 
Laminaria

 (used in some areas as manure) and 
Macrocystis

 (harvested in the US as a source of algin).]




2.
 
the calcined ashes of seaweed, used as a source of various salts.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





Kelper

 
/ˈkelpər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of the Falkland Islands




•
 
like many of the 3,000 other Kelpers, he is a descendant of 19th-century British immigrants.

















– origin

 1960s: from kelp
 + -er
 1
 (from the abundance of kelp found on the shores of the islands).





kelpfish

 
/ˈkelpˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of fish that live among kelp or other marine algae, in particular

[● a small fish with the dorsal fin running the length of the body, of the Pacific coast of North America (
Gibbonsia

 and other genera, family 
Clinidae

 ). ● an Australian fish that lives among seagrass and algae (family 
Chironemidae

 : several genera).]













kelpie

 
/ˈkelpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a water spirit of Scottish folklore, typically taking the form of a horse, reputed to delight in the drowning of travelers.




2.
 
a sheepdog of an Australian breed with a smooth coat, originally bred from a Scottish collie.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from Scottish Gaelic 
cailpeach

 , 
colpach

 ‘bullock, colt.’ 
Sense

 2 apparently comes from the name of a particular bitch, 
King's Kelpie

 (
c.

 1879).





kelt

 
/kelt/





I.
 
noun




a salmon or sea trout after spawning and before returning to the sea.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





kelvin

 
/ˈkelvən /

 
K





I.
 
noun




the SI base unit of thermodynamic temperature, equal in magnitude to the degree Celsius.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Lord 
Kelvin

 (see Kelvin, 1st Baron
 ).






Kelvin, 1st Baron

 
/ˈkelvən/






(1824–1907), British physicist and natural philosopher; born 
William Thomson

 . He introduced the absolute scale of temperature and restated the second law of thermodynamics. He was involved in the laying of the first Atlantic cable, for which he invented several instruments.









Kelvin scale






noun




a scale of temperature with absolute zero as zero, and the triple point of water as exactly 273.16 degrees.













Kemble, Fanny

 
/ˈkembəl/






(1809–93), English actress; full name 
Frances Anne Kemble

 . The niece of Sarah Siddons, she was a success in both Shakespearean comedy and tragedy, playing such parts as Portia, Beatrice, Juliet, and Lady Macbeth.









Kemerovo

 
/ˈkyemirəvə, -əˌvō/






an industrial city in south central Russia, to the east of Novosibirsk; pop. 515,100 (est. 2009).









kemp

 
/kemp/





I.
 
noun




a coarse hair or fiber in wool.








II.
 
derivatives





kempy






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a coarse human hair): from Old Norse 
kampr

 ‘beard, whisker.’





Kemp, Jack

 
/kemp/






(1935–2009), US politician; full name 
Jack French Kemp

 . He was a professional football player 1957–69. A conservative Republican from New York State, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1971–89 and then served as secretary of Housing and Urban Development 1989–93. He was the Republican candidate for vice president in 1996.









Kempis

 
/ˈkempəs/






, Thomas à, see Thomas à Kempis
 .









kempt

 
/kem(p)t/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person or a place) maintained in a neat and clean condition; well cared for




•
 
she was looking as thoroughly kempt as ever.

















– origin

 Old English 
cemd-

 , past participle of 
cemban

 ‘to comb,’ of Germanic origin; related to comb
 . The Middle English form 
kemb

 survives in dialect.






ken

 
/ken/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
one's range of knowledge or sight




•
 
such determination is 
beyond my ken

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 know




•
 
d'ye ken anyone who can boast of that?










2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 recognize; identify




•
 
that's him—d'ye ken him?

















– origin

 Old English 
cennan

 ‘tell, make known,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
kennen

 ‘know, be acquainted with,’ from an Indo-European root shared by can
 1
 and know
 . Current senses of the verb date from Middle English; the noun from the mid 16th cent.





kenaf

 
/kəˈnaf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical plant of the mallow family that yields a jutelike fiber.

[
Hibiscus cannabinus

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]




2.
 
the brown fiber of the kenaf plant, used to make paper, ropes, and coarse cloth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Persian, variant of 
kanab

 ‘hemp.’





Kenai Peninsula

 
/kēˌnī pəˈninsələ/






a region in southern Alaska, in the Gulf of Alaska, south of Anchorage.









Kendal Green

 
/ˌkendl ˈɡrēn/






noun



1.
 
a kind of rough green woolen cloth.




2.
 
the green color of Kendal green cloth.













Kendall, Edward Calvin

 
/ˈkendl/






(1886–1972), US biochemist. He isolated crystalline thyroxine from the thyroid gland, and he also discovered cortisone. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1950), shared with 
Philip S. Hench

 (1896–1965) and 
Tadeus Reichstein

 (1897–1996).









kendo

 
/ˈkendō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese form of fencing with two-handed bamboo swords, originally developed as a safe form of sword training for samurai.








II.
 
derivatives





kendoist

 
/-dōist /






noun



















– origin

 Japanese, from 
ken

 ‘sword’ + 
dō

 ‘way.’





Keneally, Thomas

 
/kəˈnēlē/






(1935–), Australian novelist; full name 
Thomas Michael Keneally

 . He is best known for his novel 
Schindler's List

 (1982; movie, 1993), the true story of German industrialist Oskar Schindler, who helped more than 1,200 Jews escape death in Nazi concentration camps.









Kennan, George

 
/ˈkenən/






(1904–2005) US writer and diplomat; full name 
George Frost Kennan

 . Considered the chief architect of the US containment policy against the Soviet Union, he held ambassadorships to the Soviet Union 1952 and to Yugoslavia 1961–63. He wrote 
Russia Leaves the War

 (1956), 
The Decision to Intervene

 (1958), 
Memoirs: 1925–1950

 (1967), 
Memoirs: 1950–1963

 (1972), and 
The Cloud of Danger

 (1977).









Kennebec River

 
/ˌkenəbek ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 150 miles (240 km) through west central Maine to the Atlantic Ocean. Waterville, Augusta, and Bath lie on it.









Kennedy

 
/ˈkenədē/





I.
 
the name of a US family of Democratic politicians, including:




II.
 


John Fitzgerald

 (1917–63), 35th president of the US 1961–63; known as 
JFK

 . The youngest person to be elected to the presidency, he was a popular advocate of civil rights. In foreign affairs he recovered from the Bay of Pigs fiasco to demand successfully the withdrawal of Soviet missiles from Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis, October 18–29, 1962. On November 22, 1963, he was assassinated while riding in a motorcade through Dallas, Texas. Lee Harvey Oswald was charged with his murder.




III.
 


Robert (Francis)

 (1925–68), US attorney general 1961–64; brother of John and Edward; known as 
Bobby

 and 
RFK

 . He closely assisted his brother John in domestic policy and was also a champion of the civil rights movement. He was assassinated during his campaign to become the 1968 Democratic presidential nominee.




IV.
 


Edward (Moore)

 (1932–2009), US senator from Massachusetts 1962–2009; brother of John and Robert; known as 
Ted

 . As one of the longest serving senators in US history, he was a leading influence in the passage of much social reform legislation.









Kennedy, Anthony






(1935–) US Supreme Court associate justice 1988– ; full name 
Anthony McLeod Kennedy

 . Appointed to the Court by President Reagan, he has been noted as a swing vote, but his stance is generally conservative.









Kennedy, Cape






former name (1963–73) for Canaveral, Cape
 .









Kennedy, Joseph






(1888–1969) US businessman and diplomat; full name 
Joseph Patrick Kennedy

 ; father of John Fitzgerald, Robert Francis, and Edward Moore Kennedy. He made his fortune in banking, the stock market, shipbuilding, and movies.









Kennedy, William






(1928–) US writer; full name 
William Joseph Kennedy

 . His novels include 
Ironweed

 (1983), 
Quinn's Book

 (1988), 
Very Old Bones

 (1992), and 
Roscoe

 (2002).









kennel

 
/ˈkenl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small shelter for a dog or cat.




2.
 
a boarding or breeding establishment for dogs or cats.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a dog or cat) in a kennel.











– origin

 Middle English: from an Old Northern French variant of Old French 
chenil

 , from Latin 
canis

 ‘dog.’






Kennelly, Arthur E.

 
/ˈkenəlē/






(1861–1939), US electrical engineer; full name 
Arthur Edwin Kennelly

 . He worked on the theory of alternating currents, and, independently of Oliver Heaviside, he also discovered the layer in the atmosphere responsible for reflecting radio waves back to the earth.









Kennelly layer

 
Kennelly–Heaviside layer






noun




another name for E layer
 .













Kenner

 
/ˈkenər/






a city in southeastern Louisiana, west of New Orleans; pop. 66,942 (est. 2008).










Kenneth I

 
/ˌkeniTH THə ˈfərst/






(d.858), king of Scotland 
c.

 844–858; known as 
Kenneth MacAlpin

 . He is traditionally viewed as the founder of the kingdom of Scotland, which was established following his defeat of the Picts in about 844.









Kennewick

 
/ˈkenəwik/






a city in southeastern Washington, on the Columbia River; pop. 63,216 (est. 2008).









kenning

 
/ˈkeniNG/





I.
 
noun




a compound expression in Old English and Old Norse poetry with metaphorical meaning, e.g., 
oar-steed

 = ship.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Old Norse, from 
kenna

 ‘know, perceive’; related to ken
 .





keno

 
/ˈkēnō/





I.
 
noun




a game of chance similar to lotto, based on the drawing of numbers that must correspond with selected numbers on cards.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
kine

 , denoting a set of five winning lottery numbers.





Kenosha

 
/kəˈnōSHə/






an industrial port city in southeastern Wisconsin, on Lake Michigan; pop. 96,950 (est. 2008).









kenosis

 
/kəˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun




(in Christian theology) the renunciation of the divine nature, at least in part, by Christ in the Incarnation.








II.
 
derivatives





kenotic

 
/-ˈnätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kenōsis

 ‘an emptying,’ from 
kenoun

 ‘to empty,’ from 
kenos

 ‘empty,’ with biblical allusion (Phil. 2:7) to Greek 
heauton ekenōse

 , literally ‘emptied himself.’





Kensington

 
/ˈkenziNGtən/






a fashionable residential district in central London, England. Part of the borough of Kensington and Chelsea, it contains Kensington palace and gardens and the Victoria and Albert, Natural History, and Science museums.









kenspeckle

 
/ˈkenˌspek(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






(Scottish)

 easily recognizable; conspicuous.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of Scandinavian origin, probably based on Old Norse 
kenna

 ‘know, perceive’ and 
spak-

 , 
spek-

 ‘wise or wisdom.’





kent

 
/kent/






past and past participle of ken
 .









Kent1


 
/kent/





I.
 
a county on the southeastern coast of England; county town, Maidstone.







– origin

 from Latin 
Cantium

 , of Celtic origin.





Kent2


 
/kent/





I.
 
a city in northeastern Ohio, home to Kent State University; pop. 27,983 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in western Washington, on the Naches River, a southern suburb of Seattle; pop. 83,978 (est. 2008).









kente

 
/ˈkentə, -tē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brightly colored, banded material made in Ghana.




2.
 
a long garment made from kente, worn loosely around the shoulders and waist.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Twi, ‘cloth.’





kentia palm

 
/ˈken(t)ēə ˌpä(l)m /

 
kentia





I.
 
noun




an Australasian palm tree that is popular as a houseplant while it is young.

[
Howeia forsteriana

 (formerly 
Kentia forsteriana

 ), family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after William 
Kent

 (died 1828), botanical collector.





Kentish

 
/ˈken(t)iSH/






adjective




relating to the English county of Kent




•
 
the Kentish coast.



















Kenton, Stan

 
/ˈkentn/






(1912–79), US bandleader, composer, and arranger; born 
Stanley Newcomb

 . He formed his own orchestra in 1940 and is particularly associated with the big-band jazz style of the 1950s. Notable works: 
“Artistry in Rhythm”

 (1941) and 
“Eager Beaver”

 (1943).









Kentuckian

 
/kenˈtəkēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Kentucky or its inhabitants




•
 
a Kentuckian airline pilot.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Kentucky




•
 
a Kentuckian who grew up going to the Derby.




















Kentucky

 
/kənˈtəkē/






a state in the southeastern US; pop. 4,269,245 (est. 2008); capital, Frankfort; statehood, June 1, 1792 (15). Ceded by the French to the British in 1763 and then to the US in 1783 by the Treaty of Paris, it was explored by Daniel Boone.









Kentucky colonel






noun




an honorary commission given by the state of Kentucky to individuals noted for their public service and their work for the advancement of Kentucky.













Kentucky Derby






an annual horse race for three-year-olds at Louisville, Kentucky. First held in 1875, it is the oldest horse race in the US It is the first race of horse racing's Triple Crown.









Kenya

 
/ˈkenyə ˈkēnyə/







1.
 
a country in East Africa, on the Indian Ocean; pop. 39,002,800 (est. 2009); capital, Nairobi; languages, Swahili (official), English (official), and Kikuyu.





Populated largely by Bantu-speaking peoples, Kenya became a British Crown Colony in 1920. The demands made on land by European settlers led to the Mau Mau rebellion of the 1950s. Kenya became an independent state within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1963, and a republic was established the following year.









Kenya, Mount






a mountain in central Kenya, just south of the equator, that rises to a height of 17,058 feet (5,200 m). The second highest mountain in Africa, it gave its name to the country of Kenya.









Kenyan

 
/ˈkēnyən ˈkenyən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Kenya or its people




•
 
a Kenyan runner who benefits from training at a higher altitude.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Kenya, or a person of Kenyan descent




•
 
Kenyans turned out in droves to donate blood.



















Kenyatta, Jomo

 
/kenˈyätə/






(
c.

 1891–1978), Kenyan statesman; prime minister 1963 and president 1964–78.









kepi

 
/ˈkāpē ˈkepē/





I.
 
noun




a French military cap with a flat top and horizontal brim.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
képi

 , from Swiss German 
Käppi

 , diminutive of 
Kappe

 ‘cap.’





Kepler, Johannes

 
/ˈkeplər/






(1571–1630), German astronomer. He discovered the three laws that govern orbital motion.









Keplerian

 
/keˈplerēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German astronomer Johannes Kepler or his works




•
 
the accuracy of Keplerian orbital data.



















Kepler's laws






three theorems describing orbital motion. The first law states that planets move in elliptical orbits with the sun at one focus. The second states that the radius vector of a planet sweeps out equal areas in equal times. The third law relates the distances of the planets from the sun to their orbital periods.









kept

 
/kept/






past and past participle of keep
 .









Kerala

 
/ˈkerələ/





I.
 
a state on the southwestern coast of India; capital, Thiruvananthapuram. It was created in 1956 from the former state of Travancore-Cochin and part of Madras.




II.
 
derivatives





Keralite

 
/-ˌlīt /






adjective, noun





















kerat-






combining form




variant spelling of kerato-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
keratectomy

 ).













keratectomy

 
/ˌkerəˈtektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of a section or layer of the cornea, usually performed using a laser to correct myopia.













keratin

 
/ˈkerədən/





I.
 
noun




a fibrous protein forming the main structural constituent of hair, feathers, hoofs, claws, horns, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





keratinous

 
/kəˈratn-əs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
keras

 , 
kerat-

 ‘horn’ + -in
 1
 .





keratinize

 
/ˈkerətnˌīz/





I.
 
verb






[Biology]

 change or become changed into a form containing keratin


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the products of the epidermal line are ultimately keratinized




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the cells keratinize under estrogenic action.














II.
 
derivatives





keratinization

 
/ˌkerəˌt(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌkerətnˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
keratinos

 ‘horny’ + -ize
 .





keratinocyte

 
/kəˈratnōˌsīt/






noun






[Biology]

 an epidermal cell that produces keratin.













keratitis

 
/ˌkerəˈtīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the cornea of the eye.














kerato-





I.
 
combining form

 — (also 
kerat-

 )


1.
 
relating to keratin or horny tissue.




2.
 
relating to the cornea.











– origin

 from Greek 
keras

 , 
kerat-

 ‘horn.’





keratomileusis

 
/ˌkerədōmīˈlo͞osəs/





I.
 
noun




the surgical reshaping of the cornea, carried out in order to correct a refractive error.











– origin

 1990s: from 
kerato-

 ‘of the cornea’ + Greek 
smileusis

 ‘carving.’





keratoplasty

 
/ˈkerədəˌplastē/






noun




surgery carried out on the cornea, especially corneal transplantation.













keratose

 
/ˈkerəˌtōs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of certain sponges) composed of a horny substance.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
keras

 , 
kerat-

 ‘horn’ + -ose
 1
 .





keratosis

 
/ˌkerəˈtōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a horny growth, especially on the skin.













keratotomy

 
/ˌkerəˈtädəmē/






noun




a surgical operation involving cutting into the cornea of the eye. The most common form is 
radial keratotomy

 , performed to correct myopia.













Kerch

 
/kerCH/






a city in southern Ukraine, the chief port and industrial center of the Crimea, at the eastern end of the Kerch peninsula; pop. 148,100 (est. 2009).










kerchief

 
/ˈkərCHəf ˈkərˌCHēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of fabric used to cover the head, or worn tied around the neck.




2.
 
a handkerchief.








II.
 
derivatives





kerchiefed






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
kerchef

 , from Old French 
cuevrechief

 , from 
couvrir

 ‘to cover’ + 
chief

 ‘head.’





Keres

 
/ˈkārās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Pueblo Indian people of New Mexico.




2.
 
the language of the Keres, of unknown affinity.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Keres or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Keresan

 
/ˈkerisən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from American Spanish 
Queres

 , from American Indian.





kerf

 
/kərf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slit made by cutting, especially with a saw.




2.
 
the cut end of a felled tree.








II.
 
derivatives





kerfed






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cyrf

 ‘cutting, a cut’; related to carve
 .





kerfuffle

 
/kərˈfəfəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a commotion or fuss, especially one caused by conflicting views




•
 
there was a kerfuffle over the chairmanship.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from Scots 
curfuffle

 (probably from Scottish Gaelic 
car

 ‘twist, bend’ + imitative Scots 
fuffle

 ‘to disorder’), or related to Irish 
cior thual

 ‘confusion, disorder.’





Kerguelen Islands

 
/ˈkərɡələn, ˌkərɡəˈlen/





I.
 
a group of islands in the southern Indian Ocean that comprise the island of Kerguelen and some 300 small islets, part of the French Southern and Antarctic Territories. The only settlement is a scientific base.







– origin

 named after the Breton navigator Yves-Joseph de 
Kerguélen

 -Trémarec, who discovered the islands in 1772.






Kérkira

 
/ˈkerkirə/






modern Greek name for Corfu
 .









Kermadec Islands

 
/kərˌmadik ˈīləndz/






a group of uninhabited islands in the western South Pacific Ocean, north of New Zealand, administered by New Zealand since 1887.










kermes

 
/ˈkermēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red dye used, especially formerly, for coloring fabrics and manuscripts.




2.
 
the dried bodies of a female scale insect, which are crushed to yield this dye.




3.
 
(
oak kermes

 )
 — the scale insect from which kermes is obtained, forming berrylike galls on the kermes oak.

[
Kermes ilicis

 , family 
Eriococcidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the kermes oak): from French 
kermès

 , from Arabic 
ḳirmiz

 ; related to crimson
 .





kermes oak






noun




a very small evergreen Mediterranean oak that sometimes remains a shrub. It has prickly hollylike leaves and was formerly prized as a host plant for the insect kermes.

[
Quercus coccifera

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]













kermis

 
/ˈkərməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a summer fair held in towns and villages in the Netherlands.




2.
 


(US)

 a fair or carnival, especially one held to raise money for a charity.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Dutch, originally denoting a mass on the anniversary of the dedication of a church, when a fair was held, from 
kerk

 ‘church’ + 
mis

 ‘Mass.’





kern1


 
/kərn /

 

‹Printing›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
kerning

 )
 — adjust the spacing between (letters or characters) in a piece of text to be printed.




2.
 
make (letters) overlap.




3.
 
design (metal type) with a projecting part beyond the body or shank.








II.
 
noun




the part of a metal type projecting beyond its body or shank.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from French 
carne

 ‘corner,’ from Latin 
cardo

 , 
cardin-

 ‘hinge.’





kern2


 
/kərn /

 
kerne





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a light-armed Irish foot soldier.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a peasant; a rustic.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Irish 
ceithearn

 , from Old Irish 
ceithern

 ‘band of foot soldiers.’





Kern, Jerome

 
/kərn/






(1885–1945), US composer; full name 
Jerome David Kern

 . A major influence in the development of the musical, he wrote several musical comedies, including 
Showboat

 (1927), which featured the song 
“Ol' Man River.”











kernel

 
/ˈkərnl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a softer, usually edible part of a nut, seed, or fruit stone contained within its hard shell.




2.
 
the seed and hard husk of a cereal, especially wheat.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the central or most important part of something




•
 
this is the kernel of the argument.










4.
 
the most basic level or core of an operating system of a computer, responsible for resource allocation, file management, and security.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Linguistics]

 denoting a basic unmarked linguistic string.











– origin

 Old English 
cyrnel

 , diminutive of corn
 1
 .





kernite

 
/ˈkərnīt/





I.
 
noun




a transparent crystalline mineral that consists of hydrated sodium borate.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Kern

 (the name of the California county where it was discovered) + -ite
 1
 .





kerogen

 
/ˈkerəjən/





I.
 
noun




a complex fossilized organic material, found in oil shale and other sedimentary rock, that is insoluble in common organic solvents and yields petroleum products on distillation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
kēros

 ‘wax’ + -gen
 .






kerosene

 
/ˈkerəˌsēn ˌkerəˈsēn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 kerosine





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a light fuel oil obtained by distilling petroleum, used especially in jet engines and domestic heaters and lamps and as a cleaning solvent.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kēros

 ‘wax’ (because the solid form of paraffin is waxlike) + -ene
 .





Kerouac, Jack

 
/ˈkero͞oˌak/






(1922–69), US novelist and poet; born 
Jean-Louis Lebris de Kérouac

 . A leading figure of the beat generation, he is best known for his semiautobiographical novel 
On the Road

 (1957). Other notable works: 
Doctor Sax

 (1959) and 
Big Sur

 (1962).









Kerr effect

 
/kər iˈfekt, kär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the rotation of the plane of polarization of light when reflected from a magnetized surface.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the production of double refraction in a substance by an electric field.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after John 
Kerr

 (1824–1907), the Scottish physicist who studied these effects.





kerria

 
/ˈkerēə/





I.
 
noun




an eastern Asian shrub of the rose family, cultivated for its yellow flowers, especially the double-flowered variety.

[
Kerria japonica

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after William 
Ker(r)

 (died 1814), English botanical collector.





Kerrigan, Nancy

 
/ˈkeriɡən/






(1969–), US figure skater. She medaled twice at the Olympic Games (1992, bronze; 1994, silver) in the ladies' single event.









Kerry

 
/ˈkerē/






a county of the Republic of Ireland, on the southwestern coast in the province of Munster; county town, Tralee.









Kerry, John






(1943–), US politician and statesman; secretary of state since 2013; full name 
John Forbes Kerry

 . A Massachusetts Democrat, he served in the US Senate 1985–2013 and was the Democratic candidate for president in 2004. During his service in Vietnam, he was a highly decorated naval commander. He was a prosecutor in Massachusetts and then served as lieutenant governor 1982–1984.









Kerry blue

 
Kerry blue terrier






noun




a terrier of a breed with a silky blue-gray coat.














kersey

 
/ˈkərzē/





I.
 
noun




a kind of coarse, ribbed cloth with a short nap, woven from short-stapled wool.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from 
Kersey

 , a town in Suffolk, England, where woolen cloth was made.





kerseymere

 
/ˈkərzēˌmir/





I.
 
noun




a fine twilled woolen cloth.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of 
cassimere

 , variant of cashmere
 , changed by association with kersey
 .






Kerulen River

 
/ˌkerəlen ˈrivər/






a river in northeastern Mongolia and northeastern China that rises in the Hentiyn Nuruu range northeast of Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia and flows south and east for 785 miles (1,263 km) to Hulun Lake in China's Heilongjiang Province.

Also called Herlen
 .









Kesey, Ken

 
/ˈkēzē/






(1935–2001), US novelist; full name 
Ken Elton Kesey

 . His best-known novel, 
One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest

 (1962; movie 1975), is based on his experiences as a ward attendant in a mental hospital.










kestrel

 
/ˈkestrəl/





I.
 
noun




a small falcon that hovers with rapidly beating wings while searching for prey on the ground.

[Genus 
Falco

 , family 
Falconidae

 : several species, in particular the 
common kestrel

 (
F. tinnunculus

 ) of Eurasia and Africa, and the 
American kestrel

 (
F. sparverius

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English 
castrel

 , perhaps from 
casserelle

 , dialect variant of Old French 
crecerelle

 , perhaps imitative of its call.





ketamine

 
/ˈketəˌmēn ˈkedəmən/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound used as an anesthetic and analgesic drug and also (illicitly) as a hallucinogen.

[Chem. formula: C13
 H16
 NOCl.]











– origin

 1960s: blend of ketone
 and amine
 .





ketch

 
/keCH/





I.
 
noun




a two-masted, fore-and-aft-rigged sailboat with a mizzenmast stepped forward of the rudder and smaller than the foremast.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: later form of obsolete 
catch

 , probably from catch
 .





Ketchikan

 
/ˈkeCHiˌkan/






a city in southeastern Alaska, on Revillagigedo Island, in the Alexander Archipelago; pop. 7,280 (est. 2008).









ketchup

 
/ˈkeCHəp /

 
catsup /ˈkeCHəp, ˈkaCHəp, ˈkatsəp/






I.
 
noun




a spicy sauce made chiefly from tomatoes and vinegar, used as a condiment.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
k'ē chap

 ‘tomato juice.’





ketene

 
/ˈkētēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a pungent colorless reactive gas, used as an intermediate in chemical synthesis.

[Chem. formula: C2
 H2
 O.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any substituted derivative of this.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ketone
 + -ene
 .





keto acid

 
/ˌkēdō ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound whose molecule contains both a carboxyl group (—COOH) and a ketone group (—CO—).














ketone

 
/ˈkētōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing a carbonyl group CO bonded to two hydrocarbon groups, made by oxidizing secondary alcohols. The simplest such compound is acetone.








II.
 
derivatives





ketonic

 
/kēˈtänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Keton

 , alteration of 
Aketon

 ‘acetone.’





ketone body






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of three related compounds (acetone, acetoacetic acid, beta-hydroxybutyric acid) produced during the metabolism of fats.














ketonemia

 
/ˌkēdəˈnēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 ketonaemia






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of an abnormally high concentration of ketone bodies in the blood.













ketonuria

 
/ˌkēdəˈn(y)o͝orēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 the excretion of abnormally large amounts of ketone bodies in the urine, characteristic of diabetes mellitus, starvation, or other medical conditions.













ketosis

 
/kēˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by raised levels of ketone bodies in the body, associated with abnormal fat metabolism and diabetes mellitus.








II.
 
derivatives





ketotic

 
/-ˈtätik /






adjective





















Ket River

 
/ˌket ˈrivər/






a river in Russia that flows west for 842 miles (1,355 km) from Krasnoyarsk into the Ob River at Kolpashevo.









Kettering

 
/ˈkedəriNG/






a city in southwestern Ohio, southeast of Dayton; pop. 53,708 (est. 2008).









Kettering, Charles






(1876–1958), US automobile engineer; full name 
Charles Franklin Kettering

 . He developed the electric starter in 1912 and went on to discover tetraethyl lead as an anti-knock agent and to define the octane rating of fuels.









kettle

 
/ˈkedl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vessel, usually made of metal and with a handle, used for boiling liquids or cooking foods.




2.
 
a teakettle.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a small area in which demonstrators or protesters are confined by police seeking to maintain order during a demonstration




•
 
activists in the kettle were protesting at being held and resisting arrest.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of the police) confine (a group of demonstrators or protesters) to a small area, as a method of crowd control during a demonstration




•
 
the plan was to get as close to the protest as possible without getting kettled




•
 (as 
noun

 
kettling

 )
 
police were criticized for their use of controversial tactics such as kettling.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a different kettle of fish








‹informal›

 a completely different type of person or thing from the one previously mentioned




•
 
the new office is a rather different kettle of fish.















2.
 
the pot calling the kettle black






see pot
 1
 .









3.
 
a fine (or pretty) kettle of fish








‹informal›

 an awkward state of affairs.












IV.
 
derivatives





kettleful

 
/ˈkedlˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cetel

 , 
cietel

 , of Germanic origin, based on Latin 
catillus

 , diminutive of 
catinus

 ‘deep container for cooking or serving food.’ In Middle English the word's form was influenced by Old Norse 
ketill

 .





kettlebell

 
/ˈkedlˌbel/






noun






[Weightlifting]

 a large cast-iron ball-shaped weight with a single handle.













kettle corn






noun




popcorn that is sweetened with sugar during cooking.













kettledrum

 
/ˈkedlˌdrəm/





I.
 
noun




a large drum shaped like a bowl, with a membrane adjustable for tension (and so pitch) stretched across.

Also collectively called timpani
 .








II.
 
derivatives





kettledrummer






noun





















kettle hole






noun






[Geology]

 a hollow, typically filled by a lake, resulting from the melting of a mass of ice trapped in glacial deposits.













keV






abbreviation




kiloelectronvolt(s).













Kevlar

 
/ˈkevlär/






noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic fiber of high tensile strength used especially as a reinforcing agent in the manufacture of tires and other rubber products and protective gear such as helmets and vests.













Kew Gardens

 
/ˌkyo͞o ˈɡärd(ə)nz/






the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, in Richmond, London. They were developed by the mother of George III with the aid of Sir Joseph Banks.









kewl

 
/k(y)o͞ol/






adjective




informal spelling of cool
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective):




•
 
the citywide computer network where the kewl people hang out.



















kewpie

 
/ˈkyo͞opē /

 
kewpie doll





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of doll characterized by a large head, big eyes, chubby cheeks, and a curl or topknot on top of its head.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): from Cupid
 + -ie
 .





key1


 
/kē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of shaped metal with incisions cut to fit the wards of a particular lock, and that is inserted into a lock and turned to open or close it.




2.
 
a small, shaped metal implement for operating a switch in the form of a lock, especially one operating the ignition of a motor vehicle.




3.
 
short for key card
 .




4.
 
an instrument for grasping and turning a screw, peg, or nut, especially one for winding a clock or turning a valve.




5.
 
a pin, bolt, or wedge inserted between other pieces, or fitting into a hole or space designed for it, so as to lock parts together.




6.
 
each of several buttons on a panel for operating a computer, typewriter, or telephone.




7.
 
a lever depressed by the finger in playing an instrument such as the organ, piano, flute, or concertina.




8.
 
a lever operating a mechanical device for making or breaking an electric circuit, for example, in telegraphy.




9.
 
a thing that provides a means of gaining access to or understanding something




•
 
the 
key to

 Jack's behavior may lie submerged in his unhappy past.










10.
 
an explanatory list of symbols used in a map, table, etc.




11.
 
a set of answers to exercises or problems.




12.
 
a word or system for solving a cipher or code.




13.
 
the first move in the solution of a chess problem.




14.
 


[Computing]

 a field in a record that is used to identify that record uniquely.




15.
 


[Music]

 a group of notes based on a particular note and comprising a scale, regarded as forming the tonal basis of a piece or passage of music




•
 
the key of E minor.










16.
 
the tone or pitch of someone's voice




•
 
his voice had changed to a lower key.










17.
 
the prevailing tone or tenor of a piece of writing, situation, etc.




•
 
it was like the sixties all over again, in a new, more austerely intellectual key.










18.
 
the prevailing range of tones or intensities in a painting




•
 
these mauves, lime greens, and saffron yellows recall the high key of El Greco's palette.










19.
 
the dry winged fruit of an ash, maple, or sycamore maple, typically growing in bunches; a samara.




20.
 


(Brit.)

 the part of a first coat of wall plaster that passes between the laths and so secures the rest.




21.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the roughness of a surface, helping the adhesion of plaster or other material.




22.
 


[Basketball]

 the keyhole-shaped area marked on the court near each basket, comprising the free-throw circle and the foul line.








II.
 
adjective




of paramount or crucial importance




•
 
she became a key figure in the suffragette movement.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter or operate on (data) by means of a computer keyboard or telephone keypad




•
 
she 
keyed in

 a series of commands




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a hacker caused considerable disruption after 
keying into

 a vital database.










2.
 
(usu. 
be keyed

 )
 — fasten (something) in position with a pin, wedge, or bolt




•
 
the coils may be keyed into the slots by fiber wedges.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 roughen (a surface) to help the adhesion of plaster or other material.




4.
 
word (an advertisement in a particular periodical), typically by varying the form of the address given, so as to identify the publication generating particular responses.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be the crucial factor in achieving




•
 
Ewing keyed a 73–35 advantage on the boards with twenty rebounds.










6.
 
vandalize a car by scraping the paint from it with a key




•
 
somebody could key your car and not get punished.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or out of) key






in (or out of) harmony




•
 
this vaguely uplifting conclusion is out of key with the body of his book.















2.
 
under lock and key






see lock
 1
 .












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
key someone/something into (or in with)






cause someone or something to be in harmony with




•
 
to those who are keyed into his lunatic sense of humor, the arrival of any Bergman movie is a major comic event.















2.
 
key something to








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 make something fit in with or be linked to




•
 
this optimism is keyed to the possibility that the US might lead in the research field.















3.
 
be keyed up






be nervous, tense, or excited, especially before an important event.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
keyer






noun













2.
 
keyless

 
/ˈkēləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cǣg

 , 
cǣge

 , of unknown origin.






key2


 
/kē/





I.
 
noun




a low-lying island or reef, especially in the Caribbean.

Compare with cay
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish 
cayo

 ‘shoal, reef,’ influenced by quay
 .





Key, Francis Scott

 
/kē/






(1779–1843), US lawyer and poet. A witness to the successful US defense against the British bombardment of Fort McHenry in Baltimore in September 1814, he wrote the poem 
“Defence of Fort M'Henry.”

 The poem was later set to music, renamed 
“The Star-Spangled Banner,”

 and, in 1931, adopted as the US national anthem.










keyboard

 
/ˈkēˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a panel of keys that operate a computer or typewriter.




2.
 
a set of keys on a piano or similar musical instrument.




3.
 
an electronic musical instrument with keys arranged as on a piano




•
 
she plays keyboard and guitar.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter (data) by means of a keyboard.








III.
 
derivatives





keyboarder

 
/ˈkēˌbô(ə)rdər /






noun





keyboard
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)





















keyboardist

 
/ˈkēˌbô(ə)rdəst/






noun




a person who plays an electronic keyboard




•
 
a singer and keyboardist for the band.



















keyboard warrior






noun






‹informal›

 a person who makes abusive or aggressive posts on the Internet, typically one who conceals their true identity




•
 
another keyboard warrior calling people names.




















key card

 
card key






noun




a small plastic card that can be used instead of a door key, bearing magnetically encoded data that can be read and processed by an electronic device.













keychain drive

 
/ˈkēˌCHān ˌdrīv/






noun






[Computing]

 another term for USB flash drive
 .













keyed

 
/kēd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a locking mechanism or switch) operated by a key




•
 
keyed locks for windows




•
 
executive floors with private keyed elevator access.










2.
 
secured, fastened, or strengthened by means of a pin, bolt, or wedge




•
 
the traditional way to transfer load was with a keyed joint.










3.
 
produced by pressing keys on a computer keyboard, telephone pad, etc.




•
 
keyed data




•
 
keyed passages.










4.
 
(of a musical instrument) having levers which are depressed by the fingers to play notes




•
 
modern keyed trumpets.










5.
 
(of a map, table, etc.) having an explanatory list of symbols




•
 
a keyed map.



















key grip






noun




the person in a film crew who is in charge of the camera equipment.













keyhole

 
/ˈkēˌhōl/






noun



1.
 
a hole in a lock into which the key is inserted.




2.
 
a circle cut out of a garment as a decorative effect, typically at the front or back neckline of a dress.













keyhole saw

 
/ˈkēˌhōl sô/






noun




a saw with a long, narrow blade for cutting small holes such as keyholes.













keyhole surgery

 
/ˈkēˌhōl ˈsərj(ə)rē/






noun






‹informal›

 minimally invasive surgery carried out through a very small incision, with special instruments and techniques including fiber optics.













Key Largo

 
/ˌkē ˈlärɡō/






a resort island off the southern coast of Florida, the northernmost and the longest of the Florida Keys.









key light






noun




the main source of light in a photograph or film.













Key lime





I.
 
noun




a small yellowish lime with a sharp flavor.











– origin

 named after the Florida 
Keys

 .





Key lime pie






noun




a custard pie made with the juice of Key limes.














keylogging

 
/ˈkēläɡiNG/





I.
 
noun




the use of a computer program to record every keystroke made by a computer user, especially in order to gain fraudulent access to passwords and other confidential information.








II.
 
derivatives





keylogger

 
/ˈkēlôɡər /






noun





















key money

 
/kē ˈmənē/






noun






‹informal›

 money paid to a landlord as an inducement by a person wishing to rent a property.













Keynes, John Maynard

 
/kānz/






1st Baron (1883–1946), English economist. He laid the foundations of modern macroeconomics with 
The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money

 (1936).









Keynesian

 
/ˈkānzēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the economic theories of the English economist John Maynard Keynes




•
 
Keynesian policies.














II.
 
noun




an advocate of the economic theories of John Maynard Keynes




•
 
radical Keynesians.



















Keynesianism

 
/ˈkānzēəˌnizəm/






noun




the economic theory or practice based on the ideas of the English economist John Maynard Keynes




•
 
a return to Keynesianism.



















keynote

 
/ˈkēˌnōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a prevailing tone or central theme, typically one set or introduced at the start of a conference




•
 
individuality is the keynote of the Nineties




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he delivered the keynote address at the launch.










2.
 


[Music]

 the note on which a key is based.








II.
 
derivatives





keynoter






noun






















keypad

 
/ˈkēˌpad/






noun




a miniature keyboard or set of buttons for operating a portable electronic device, telephone, or other equipment.













keypal

 
/ˈkēpal/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (especially among students) a person with whom one becomes friendly by exchanging emails.











– origin

 1990s: from 
key

 + 
pal

 , by analogy with 
pen pal

 .






key performance indicator






noun






[Business]

 a quantifiable measure used to evaluate the success of an organization, employee, etc., in meeting objectives for performance




•
 
key performance indicators show big improvements and delivery times have been reduced.



















keypunch

 
/ˈkēˌpən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a device for transferring data by means of punching holes or notches on a series of cards or paper tape.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put into the form of punched cards or paper tape by means of a keypunch.








III.
 
derivatives





keypuncher






noun





















key ring

 
/ˈkē ˌriNG/






noun




a metal ring onto which keys may be threaded in order to keep them together.














key signature






noun






[Music]

 any of several combinations of sharps or flats after the clef at the beginning of each stave indicating the key of a composition.













keystone

 
/ˈkēˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a central stone at the summit of an arch, locking the whole together.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the central principle or part of a policy, system, etc., on which all else depends




•
 
cooperation remains the keystone of the government's security policy.



















keystone species






noun




a species on which other species in an ecosystem largely depend, such that if it were removed the ecosystem would change drastically.













Keystone State






a nickname for the state of Pennsylvania
 .









keystroke

 
/ˈkēˌstrōk/






noun




a single depression of a key on a keyboard, especially as a measure of work.













keystroke logging






noun




another term for keylogging
 .













keytar

 
/ˈkēˌtär/





I.
 
noun




an electronic musical instrument consisting of a keyboard to which a neck with controls for altering the pitch of the notes is attached, typically having a shoulder strap and held like a guitar




•
 
he picked up a keytar and jammed out.

















– origin

 1970s: blend of keyboard
 and guitar
 .





keyway

 
/ˈkēwā/






noun



1.
 
a slot cut in a part of a machine or an electrical connector to ensure correct orientation with another part that is fitted with a key.




2.
 
a keyhole for a flat key.













Key West






a city in southern Florida, on Key West Island, at the southern tip of the Florida Keys; pop. 22,364 (est. 2008). It is the southernmost city in the continental US.









keyword

 
/ˈkēˌwərd/






noun



1.
 
a word or concept of great significance




•
 
homes and jobs are the keywords in the campaign.










2.
 
a word that acts as the key to a cipher or code.




3.
 
an informative word used in an information retrieval system to indicate the content of a document.




4.
 
a significant word mentioned in an index.













kg

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
keg(s).




2.
 
kilogram(s).













KG






abbreviation




(in the UK) Knight of the Order of the Garter.













KGB





I.
 
the state security police (1954–91) of the former Soviet Union with responsibility for external espionage, internal counterintelligence, and internal “crimes against the state.”







– origin

 Russian, abbreviation of 
Komitet gosudarstvennoĭ bezopasnosti

 ‘Committee of State Security.’





kgf






abbreviation




kilogram force.













Kgs






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Kings.













Khabarovsk

 
/KHəˈbärəfsk/





I.
 
an administrative territory on the eastern coast of Siberia in Russia.




II.
 
the capital of Khabarovsk, a city on the Amur River, on the Chinese border; pop. 577,300 (est. 2008).









khadi

 
/ˈkädē /

 
khaddar





I.
 
noun




an Indian homespun cotton cloth.











– origin

 from Punjabi, from Hindi 
khādī

 .





Khakassia

 
/KHəˈkäsyə/






an autonomous republic in south central Russia; pop. 533,000 (est. 2009); capital, Abakan.









khaki

 
/ˈkakē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a textile fabric of a dull brownish-yellow color, in particular a strong cotton fabric used in military clothing.




2.
 
a dull brownish-yellow color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the pale khaki sand.










3.
 
(
khakis

 )
 — clothing, especially pants, made of khaki.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Urdu 
khākī

 ‘dust-colored,’ from 
khāk

 ‘dust,’ from Persian.





Khaki Campbell

 
/ˌkakē ˈkambəl/






noun




a duck of a light brown breed, kept for egg laying.













Khalistan

 
/ˌKHäliˈstän, ˌkäl-, -ˈstan/





I.
 
the name given by Sikh nationalists to a proposed independent Sikh state.







– origin

 compare with Arabic 
khālsa

 ‘pure, real, proper.’





Khalkha

 
/ˈkalkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a section of the Mongolian people, constituting the bulk of the population of Mongolia.




2.
 
the language of the Khalkha, a demotic form of Mongolian adopted as the official language of Mongolia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Khalkha or their language.











– origin

 of unknown origin.






Khalsa

 
/ˈkälsə/





I.
 
noun




the body or company of fully initiated Sikhs, to which devout orthodox Sikhs are ritually admitted at puberty. The Khalsa was founded in 1699 by the last Guru (Gobind Singh). Members show their allegiance by five signs (called the five Ks): kangha (comb), kara (steel bangle), kesh (uncut hair, covered by a turban, and beard), kirpan (short sword), and kuccha (short trousers, originally for riding).











– origin

 via Urdu from Persian, from the feminine form of Arabic 
ḵāliṣ

 ‘pure, belonging to.’





Khama, Sir Seretse

 
/ˈkämə/






(1921–80), Botswanan statesman; prime minister of Bechuanaland 1965 and first president of Botswana 1966–80.










Khambhat, Gulf of

 
/ˈkəmbət/






another name for Cambay, Gulf of
 .









khamsin

 
/kämˈsēn/





I.
 
noun




an oppressive, hot southerly or southeasterly wind blowing in Egypt in spring.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Arabic 
khamsīn

 , from 
khamsūn

 ‘fifty’ (being the approximate duration in days).





khan1


 
/kän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title given to rulers and officials in central Asia, Afghanistan, and certain other Muslim countries.




2.
 
any of the successors of Genghis Khan, supreme rulers of the Turkish, Tartar, and Mongol peoples and emperors of China in the Middle Ages.








II.
 
derivatives





khanate

 
/ˈkänāt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
chan

 , medieval Latin 
canus

 , 
caanus

 , from Turkic 
ḵān

 ‘lord, prince.’





khan2


 
/kän/





I.
 
noun




(in the Middle East) an inn for travelers, built around a central courtyard.











– origin

 from Persian 
ḵān

 .





Khan, Ayub

 
/kän/






see Ayub Khan, Muhammad
 .









khanda

 
/ˈkandə/





I.
 
noun




an emblem of Sikhism, representing a vertical two-edged sword with its blade surrounded by a circle and its hilt intersected by the crossing hilts of two single-edged swords.











– origin

 Oriya and Punjabi 
khaṇḍā

 , from Prakrit, of uncertain origin.





khansama

 
/ˈkänsəˌmä/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a male cook, who often also assumes the role of house steward.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
ḵānsāmān

 , from 
ḵān

 ‘master’ + 
sāmān

 ‘household goods.’





Kharg Island

 
/kärɡ, KHärɡ/






a small island at the head of the Persian Gulf, site of Iran's principal deep-water oil terminal.









Kharkiv

 
/ˈKHärkif/






an industrial city in northeastern Ukraine, in the Donets basin; pop. 1,456,000 (est. 2009). Russian name 
Kharkov

 .









Khartoum

 
/kärˈto͞om/






the capital of Sudan, situated at the junction of the Blue Nile and the White Nile rivers; pop. 2,737,500 (est. 2007). It was the capital of the Anglo-Egyptian government of Sudan until 1956, when it became the capital of the independent Republic of Sudan.









khat

 
/kät /

 
qat





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the leaves of an Arabian shrub, which are chewed (or drunk as an infusion) as a stimulant.




2.
 
the shrub that produces khat, growing in mountainous regions and often cultivated.

[
Catha edulis

 , family 
Celastraceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic 
ḳāt

 .





Khayelitsha

 
/kīəˈliCHə/






a township 25 miles (40 km) southeast of Cape Town, South Africa; pop. 2,100,000 (est. 2009). Designed to accommodate 250,000 people, it was built in 1983 for black Africans from the squatter camps of Crossroads, Langa, and KTC.









Khazar

 
/kəˈzär/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Turkic people who occupied a large part of southern Russia from the 6th to the 11th centuries and who converted to Judaism in the 8th century.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Khazars.











– origin

 of unknown origin.





khedive

 
/kəˈdēv/





I.
 
noun




the title of the viceroy of Egypt under Turkish rule (1867–1914).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
khedival

 
/-ˈdēvəl /






adjective













2.
 
khedivial

 
/-ˈdēvēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 via French from Ottoman Turkish 
ḵediv

 , from Persian 
ḵadiw

 ‘prince’ (variant of 
ḵudaiw

 ‘minor god,’ from 
ḵudā

 ‘god’).





Kherson

 
/KHerˈsôn, ker-/






a port on the coast of Ukraine, on the Dnieper estuary; pop. 306,600 (est. 2009).









Khe Sanh

 
/ˌkā ˈsän/






a site in north central Vietnam of one of the costliest battles of the Vietnam War.









khimar

 
/kiˈmär/





I.
 
noun




a head covering or veil worn in public by some Muslim women, typically covering the head, neck, and shoulders.











– origin

 Arabic 
khimār

 .






Khios

 
/ˈKHēˌôs, ˈkē-/






Greek name for Chios
 .










Khitai

 
/kēˈtī/






variant of Cathay
 .










Khmer

 
/kəˈme(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient kingdom in Southeast Asia that reached the peak of its power in the 11th century, when it ruled the entire Mekong River valley from the capital at Angkor. It was destroyed by Thai conquests in the 12th and 14th centuries.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of the ancient Khmer kingdom.




3.
 
a native or inhabitant of Cambodia.




4.
 
the Mon-Khmer language that is the official language of Cambodia.

Also called Cambodian
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Khmer peoples or their language.











– origin

 the name in Khmer.






Khmer Republic






former official name (1970–75) for Cambodia
 .









Khmer Rouge

 
/kəˌmer ˈro͞oZH/





I.
 
a communist guerrilla organization that opposed the Cambodian government in the 1960s and waged a civil war from 1970, taking power in 1975.





Under Pol Pot the Khmer Rouge forced the reconstruction of Cambodian society with mass deportations from the towns to the countryside and mass executions. More than two million died before the regime was overthrown by the Vietnamese in 1979. Khmer Rouge forces have continued a program of guerrilla warfare from bases in Thailand. / 
– origin

 from Khmer
 + French 
rouge

 ‘red.’






Khoikhoi

 
/ˈkoikoi /

 
Khoi-khoin
 , Khoi





I.
 
noun




a member of a group of indigenous peoples of South Africa and Namibia, traditionally nomadic hunter-gatherers, including the Nama people and the ancestors of the Griquas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Khoikhoi or their languages.











– origin

 Nama, literally ‘men of men.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Hottentot
 .





Khoisan

 
/ˈkoisän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — a collective term for the Khoikhoi (Hottentot) and San (Bushmen) peoples of southern Africa.




2.
 
a language family of southern Africa, including the languages of the Khoikhoi and San, notable for the use of clicks as consonants.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Khoisan or their languages.











– origin

 blend of Khoikhoi
 and San
 .





Khomeini, Ruhollah

 
/kōˈmānē, KHō-, ˌKHōmāˈnē/






(1900–89), Iranian Shiite Muslim leader; known as 
Ayatollah Khomeini

 . He returned from exile in 1979 to lead an Islamic revolution that overthrew the shah. He established Iran as a fundamentalist Islamic republic and relentlessly pursued the Iran–Iraq War 1980–88.









Khonsu

 
/ˈKHänˌso͞o /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a moon god worshiped especially at Thebes, a member of a triad as the divine son of Amun and Mut.










Khorramshahr

 
/ˌKHôrəmˈSHähər, ˌkôr-/






an oil port on the Shatt al-Arab waterway in western Iran. It was almost totally destroyed during the Iran–Iraq War of 1980–88.

Former name (until 1924) Mohammerah
 .









khoum

 
/ko͞om, ko͝om/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Mauritania, equal to one fifth of an ouguiya.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ḵums

 ‘one fifth.’





Khrushchev, Nikita

 
/ˈkro͝oSHˌCHev, -ˌCHôf, KHro͞oSHˈCHyôf/





I.
 
(1894–1971), Soviet statesman; premier 1958–64; full name 
Nikita Sergeevich Khrushchev

 . He came close to war with the US over the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 and also clashed with China, which led to his being ousted by Brezhnev and Kosygin.




II.
 
derivatives





Khrushchevian

 
/kro͞oSHˈCHevēən /






adjective





















Khulna

 
/ˈko͝olnə/






an industrial city in southern Bangladesh, on the Ganges delta; pop. 855,650 (2008).









Khunjerab Pass

 
/ˌko͝onjəräb ˈpas/






a high-altitude pass through the Himalayas, on the Karakoram highway at a height of 16,088 feet (4,900 m), that links China and Pakistan.









khus-khus

 
/ˈkəsˌkəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for vetiver
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Urdu and Persian 
ḵasḵas

 .





Khyber Pass

 
/ˌkībər ˈpas/






a mountain pass in the Hindu Kush, on the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan, at a height of 3,520 feet (1,067 m). It was for long of great commercial and strategic importance, the route by which successive invaders entered India, and it was garrisoned by the British intermittently between 1839 and 1947.









kHz






abbreviation




kilohertz.













KIA

 
K.I.A.






abbreviation




killed in action.














kiang

 
/kēˈäNG/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a large race of the Asian wild ass with a thick furry coat, native to the Tibetan plateau.

[
Equus hemionus kiang

 , family 
Equidae

 ; sometimes treated as a separate species. Compare with onager
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Tibetan 
kyang

 .





Kiangsi

 
/ˈkyaNGˈsē, ˈɡyäNG-/






variant of Jiangxi
 .









Kiangsu

 
/ˈkyaNGˈso͞o, ˈɡyäNG-/






variant of Jiangsu
 .









kiasu

 
/ˈkyäˌso͞o/





I.
 
noun






(SE Asian)

 a grasping, selfish attitude.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person) very anxious not to miss out on an opportunity; grasping.











– origin

 from Chinese, ‘scared to lose.’





kibbeh

 
/ˈkibē/





I.
 
noun




a Middle Eastern dish of ground lamb with bulgar wheat and seasonings, eaten cooked or raw.











– origin

 from Egyptian Arabic 
kubba

 ‘ball, lump.’





kibble1


 
/ˈkibəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
kibbled

 )


1.
 
grind or chop (beans, grain, etc.) coarsely.








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 ground meal shaped into pellets, especially for pet food.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





kibble2






I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an iron hoisting bucket used in mines.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle High German 
kübel

 , from medieval Latin 
cupellus

 ‘wheat measure, cask,’ diminutive of 
cuppa

 ‘cup.’





kibbutz

 
/kiˈbo͝ots/





I.
 
noun




a communal settlement in Israel, typically a farm.











– origin

 1930s: from modern Hebrew 
qibbūṣ

 ‘gathering.’





kibbutznik

 
/kiˈbo͝otsnik/






noun




a member of a kibbutz.













kibe

 
/kīb/





I.
 
noun




an ulcerated chilblain, especially one on the heel.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





kibitz

 
/ˈkibits/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 look on and offer unwelcome advice, especially at a card game.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 speak informally; chat




•
 
she 
kibitzed with

 friends.














II.
 
derivatives





kibitzer

 
/ˈkibətsər /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: Yiddish, from colloquial German, from German 
Kiebitz

 ‘interfering onlooker’ (literally ‘lapwing’).





kibosh

 
/ˈkīˌbäSH/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
put the kibosh on

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 put an end to; dispose of decisively




•
 
he put the kibosh on the deal.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






kick1


 
/kik/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike or propel forcibly with the foot




•
 
police 
kicked down

 the door




•
 
he kicked the door open.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — strike out or flail with the foot or feet




•
 
she 
kicked out at

 him




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
he kicked his feet free of a vine.










3.
 
(
kick oneself

 )
 — be annoyed with oneself for doing something foolish or missing an opportunity.




4.
 
(in football, rugby, etc.) score (a goal) by a kick.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 succeed in giving up (a habit or addiction).




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a gun) recoil when fired.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a blow or forceful thrust with the foot




•
 
a kick in the head.










2.
 
(in sports) an instance of striking the ball with the foot




•
 
Ball blasted the kick wide.










3.
 
a sudden forceful jolt




•
 
the shuttle accelerated with a kick.










4.
 
the recoil of a gun when discharged.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 the sharp stimulant effect of something, especially alcohol.




6.
 
a thrill of pleasurable, often reckless excitement




•
 
rich kids turning to crime just 
for kicks






•
 
I 
get

 such 
a kick out of

 driving a race car.










7.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a specified temporary interest or enthusiasm




•
 
the jogging kick.










8.
 
(
kicks

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 soft sports shoes; sneakers




•
 
when your energy or motivation dips, a new pair of kicks can get you moving again.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
kick (some) ass (or butt)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 act in a forceful or aggressive manner.









2.
 
kick someone's ass (or butt)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 beat, dominate, or defeat someone.









3.
 
kick the bucket








‹informal›

 die.









4.
 
kick the can down the road








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 put off confronting a difficult issue or making an important decision, typically on a continuing basis




•
 
I appreciate that he doesn't want to raise taxes, but sooner or later you have to stop kicking the can down the road.















5.
 
a kick in the pants (or up the backside)








‹informal›

 an unwelcome surprise that prompts or forces fresh effort




•
 
the competition will be healthy, but we needed a kick in the pants.















6.
 
a kick in the teeth








‹informal›

 a grave setback or disappointment




•
 
this broken promise is a kick in the teeth for football.















7.
 
kick someone in the teeth








‹informal›

 cause someone a grave setback or disappointment.









8.
 
kick someone/something to the curb








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 reject someone or something




•
 
things get complicated for Alfie when he's kicked to the curb by his girlfriend.















9.
 
kick someone when they are down






cause further misfortune to someone who is already in a difficult situation.









10.
 
kick up a fuss (or a stink)








‹informal›

 object loudly or publicly to something.









11.
 
kick up one's heels






see heel
 1
 .









12.
 
kick someone upstairs








‹informal›

 remove someone from an influential position in a business by giving them an ostensible promotion.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
kick against






express resentment at or frustration with (an institution or restriction).









2.
 
kick around (or about)





a.
 
(of a thing) lie unwanted or unexploited




•
 
the idea has been kicking around for more than a year now.










b.
 
(of a person) drift idly from place to place




•
 
I kicked around picking up odd jobs.















3.
 
kick someone around (or about)






treat someone roughly or without respect.









4.
 
kick something around (or about)






discuss an idea casually or idly.









5.
 
kick back








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be at leisure; relax.









6.
 
kick in






(especially of a device or drug) become activated; come into effect.









7.
 
kick something in








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 contribute something, especially money




•
 
if you subscribe now we'll kick in a bonus.















8.
 
kick off





a.
 
(of a football game, soccer game, etc.) be started or resumed after a score by a player kicking the ball from a designated spot.




b.
 
(of a team or player) begin or resume a game by a player kicking a ball from a designated spot.




c.
 


‹informal›

 (of an event) begin.









9.
 
kick something off





a.
 
remove something, especially shoes, by striking out vigorously with the foot or feet.




b.
 


‹informal›

 begin something




•
 
the presidential primary kicks off the political year.















10.
 
kick someone out








‹informal›

 expel or dismiss someone.












V.
 
derivatives





kickable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





kick2


 
/kik/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an indentation in the bottom of a glass bottle, diminishing the internal capacity.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Kickapoo

 
/ˈkikəˌpo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living in Wisconsin, and now in Kansas, Oklahoma, and north central Mexico.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Kickapoo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kickapoo or their language.











– origin

 from Kickapoo 
kiikaapoa

 .





kick-ass






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 forceful, vigorous, and aggressive




•
 
he's a kick-ass guy who takes no prisoners




•
 
a kick-ass foreign policy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 extremely good or impressive; excellent




•
 
I will be a kick-ass management coach




•
 
that song is totally kick-ass.



















kickback

 
/ˈkikˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a sudden forceful recoil




•
 
the kickback from the gun punches your shoulder.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a payment made to someone who has facilitated a transaction or appointment, especially illicitly.













kickball

 
/ˈkikbôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an informal game combining elements of baseball and soccer, in which an inflated ball is thrown to a person who kicks it and proceeds to run the bases.













kick-boxing

 
/ˈkik ˌbäksiNG /

 
kickboxing





I.
 
noun




a form of martial art that combines boxing with elements of karate, in particular kicking with bare feet.








II.
 
derivatives





kick-boxer

 
/ˈkik ˌbäksər /






noun





















kick drum






noun






‹informal›

 a bass drum played using a pedal.













kicker

 
/ˈkikər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that kicks.




2.
 
the player in a team who scores by kicking or who kicks to gain positional advantage.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an unexpected and often unpleasant discovery or turn of events




•
 
the kicker was you couldn't get a permit.










4.
 
an extra clause in a contract




•
 
Hale added a kicker to the mortgage.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a small outboard motor.




6.
 
(in poker) a high third card retained in the hand with a pair at the draw.













kickflip

 
/ˈkikflip/






noun




(in skateboarding) a maneuver in which the board is manipulated by the feet during a jump so that it spins sideways through 360 degrees before landing.













kicking

 
/ˈkikiNG/





I.
 
noun




a punishment or assault in which the victim is kicked repeatedly




•
 
they gave him a good kicking.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (especially of music) lively and exciting




•
 
their seriously kicking debut, “Paradise.”



















kicking strap






noun




a strap used to prevent a horse from kicking.













kickoff

 
/ˈkikäf/






noun



1.
 
the start or resumption of a football game, in which a player kicks the ball from the center of the field




•
 
three minutes before kickoff.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a start of an event or activity.













kick plate






noun




a metal plate at the base of a door or panel to protect it from damage or wear.













kick pleat






noun




an inverted pleat in a narrow skirt to allow freedom of movement.













kickshaw

 
/ˈkikˌSHô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a fancy but insubstantial cooked dish, especially one of foreign origin.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an elegant but insubstantial trinket.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
quelque chose

 ‘something.’ The French spelling was common in the 17th cent.; the present form results from interpretation of 
quelque chose

 as plural.





kickstand

 
/ˈkikˌstand/






noun




a metal rod attached to a bicycle or motorcycle, lying horizontally when not in use, that may be kicked into a vertical position to support the vehicle when it is stationary.













kick-start

 
/ˈkikˌstärt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
start (an engine on a motorcycle) with a downward thrust of a pedal.




2.
 
provide the initial impetus to




•
 
they need to kick-start the economy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a device to start an engine by the downward thrust of a pedal, as in older motorcycles.




2.
 
an act of starting an engine by the downward thrust of a pedal.




3.
 
an impetus given to get a process or thing started or restarted




•
 
new investment will provide the kick-start needed to escape from recession.



















kick turn





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Skiing]

 a turn carried out while stationary by lifting first one and then the other ski through 180°.




2.
 


[Skiing]

 (in skateboarding) a turn performed with the front wheels lifted off the ground.








II.
 
derivatives





kick-turn






verb





















kicky

 
/ˈkikē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exciting or fashionable




•
 
kicky high-heeled boots.




















kid1


 
/kid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a child or young person.




2.
 
used as an informal form of address




•
 
get going, kid!










3.
 
a young goat.




4.
 
leather made from a young goat's skin


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
white kid gloves.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a goat) give birth.








III.
 
phrases





kids' (also kid) stuff








‹informal›

 a thing regarded as childishly simple or naive




•
 
all this was kids' stuff though, compared to the directing.





















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old Norse 
kith

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Kitze

 . / 
usage:

 
Kid

 , meaning ‘child,’ although widely seen in informal contexts, should, like its casual relatives 
mom

 and 
dad

 , be avoided in formal writing.





kid2


 
/kid/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 deceive (someone) in a playful or teasing way




•
 
you're kidding me!




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we were just 
kidding around

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 deceive or fool (someone)




•
 
he likes to kid everyone he's the big macho tough guy




•
 
they 
kid themselves

 that it's still the same.














II.
 
phrases





no kidding






used to emphasize the truth of a statement




•
 
no kidding, she's gone.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kidder

 
/ˈkidər /






noun













2.
 
kiddingly






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from kid
 1
 , expressing the notion ‘make a child or goat of.’





kid brother

 
/kid ˈbrəT͟Hər/






noun






‹informal›

 a younger brother.













Kidd, William

 
/kid/






(1645–1701), Scottish pirate; known as 
Captain Kidd

 . In 1699, he went to Boston in the hope of obtaining a pardon, but was arrested and later hanged in London.









Kidderminster carpet

 
/ˈkidərˌminstər ˌkärpət/





I.
 
noun




a reversible carpet made of two cloths of different colors woven together.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: named after Kidderminster, England, a center of carpet-making.





kiddie

 
/ˈkidē /

 
kiddy






noun






‹informal›

 a young child.













kiddie tax






noun






‹informal›

 tax on a child's investment income, which is taxed at the parents' rate under certain conditions.













kiddo

 
/ˈkidō/






noun






‹informal›

 used as a friendly or slightly condescending form of address.













kiddush

 
/ˈkidəSH, kēˈdo͞oSH/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a ceremony of prayer and blessing over wine, performed by the head of a Jewish household at the meal ushering in the Sabbath (on a Friday night) or a holy day, or at the lunch preceding it.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Hebrew 
qiddūš

 ‘sanctification.’





kid gloves





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
gloves made of fine kid leather.




2.
 
(also 
kid-glove

 ) [as 
modifier

 ]
 — used in reference to careful and delicate treatment of a person or situation




•
 
the star is getting kid-glove treatment.














II.
 
phrases





handle (or treat) someone or something with kid gloves






deal with someone or something very carefully or tactfully.

















Kidman, Nicole

 
/ˈkidmən/






(1967–), Australian actress; born in Hawaii. Notable movies: 
Eyes Wide Shut

 (1999), 
Moulin Rouge!

 (2001), 
The Hours

 (2002), 
Cold Mountain

 (2003), and 
The Golden Compass

 (2007).










kidnap

 
/ˈkidˌnap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (someone) away illegally by force, typically to obtain a ransom.








II.
 
noun




the action of kidnapping someone




•
 
they were arrested for robbery and kidnap.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: back-formation from 
kidnapper

 , from kid
 1
 + slang 
nap

 ‘nab, seize.’





kidnapper

 
/ˈkidˌnapər /

 
kidnaper






noun




a person who abducts someone and holds them captive, typically to obtain a ransom




•
 
he was released by his kidnappers on May 30.



















kidney

 
/ˈkidnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of organs in the abdominal cavity of mammals, birds, and reptiles, excreting urine.




2.
 
the kidney of a sheep, ox, or pig as food.




3.
 
temperament, nature, or kind




•
 
I hoped that he would not prove of similar kidney.











The kidneys' main function is to purify the blood by removing nitrogenous waste products and excreting them in the urine. They also control the fluid and ion levels in the body by excreting any excesses. The kidneys were anciently thought to control disposition and temperament.







– origin

 Middle English: of obscure origin.





kidney bean

 
/ˈˌkidnē ˌbēn/






noun




a kidney-shaped bean, especially a dark red variety of the common bean plant 
Phaseolus vulgaris

 .













kidney dialysis

 
/ˈkidnē dīˈaləsəs/






noun




see dialysis
 .














kidney stone

 
/ˈkidnē stōn/






noun




a hard mass formed in the kidneys, typically consisting of insoluble calcium compounds; a renal calculus.














kidney tubule






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the long, fine, convoluted tubules conveying urine from the glomeruli to the renal pelvis in the vertebrate kidney. Water and salts are reabsorbed into the blood along their length.

Also called renal tubule, uriniferous tubule
 .













kid sister

 
/kid ˈsistər/






noun






‹informal›

 a younger sister.













kidskin

 
/ˈkidskin/





I.
 
noun




leather made from the skin of a young goat


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pair of black kidskin gloves.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from kid
 1
 + skin
 .





kidult

 
/kiˈdəlt, ˈkidˌəlt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an adult with childish tastes.











– origin

 blend of 
kid

 and 
adult

 .





kidvid

 
/ˈkidvid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 children's television or video entertainment.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a children's program or videotape.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from 
kids' video

 .





Kiel

 
/kēl/






a naval port in northern Germany, capital of Schleswig-Holstein, on the Baltic Sea coast at the eastern end of the Kiel Canal; pop. 235,400 (est. 2006).









kielbasa

 
/kilˈbäsə, kēl-/





I.
 
noun




a type of highly seasoned Polish sausage, typically containing garlic.











– origin

 Polish, literally ‘sausage.’





Kiel Canal

 
/kēl kəˈnal/






a man-made waterway, 61 miles (98 km) in length, in northwestern Germany, that runs westward from Kiel to Brunsbüttel at the mouth of the Elbe River. It connects the North Sea with the Baltic Sea and was constructed in 1895 to provide the German navy with a shorter route between these two seas.









Kielce

 
/ˈkyeltsə/






an industrial city in southern Poland; pop. 206,796 (2007).









kier

 
/kir/





I.
 
noun




a vat.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old Norse 
ker

 ‘container, tub.’





Kierkegaard, Søren

 
/ˈki(ə)rkiˌɡärd, -ˌɡôr/





I.
 
(1813–55), Danish philosopher; full name 
Søren Aabye Kierkegaard

 . A founder of existentialism, he affirmed the importance of individual experience and choice and believed that one could know God only through a “leap of faith,” not through doctrine.




II.
 
derivatives





Kierkegaardian

 
/ˌki(ə)rkiˈɡärdēən /






adjective





















kieselguhr

 
/ˈkēzəlɡər/





I.
 
noun




a form of diatomaceous earth used in various manufacturing and laboratory processes, chiefly as a filter, filler, or insulator.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
Kiesel

 ‘gravel’ + dialect 
Guhr

 (literally ‘yeast’) used to denote a loose earthy deposit, found in the cavities of rocks.





kieserite

 
/ˈkēzəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a fine-grained white mineral consisting of hydrated magnesium sulfate, occurring often in salt mines in Europe and India.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Dietrich G. 
Kieser

 (1779–1862), German physician, + -ite
 1
 .






Kiev

 
/ˌkēˈev ˈkēev/






the capital of Ukraine, an industrial city and port on the Dnieper River; pop. 2,765,500 (est. 2009). Founded in the 8th century, it became capital of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic in 1934 and of independent Ukraine in 1991.

Ukrainian name Kyiv
 .









Kigali

 
/kiˈɡälē/






the capital of Rwanda, located in the central part of the country; pop. 860,000 (est. 2007).









kike

 
/kīk/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Jewish person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






Kikládhes

 
/kiˈkläT͟His/






Greek name for Cyclades
 .









kikoi

 
/kiˈkoi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive East African striped cloth with an end fringe.




2.
 
a garment made of kikoi, worn around the waist.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Kiswahili.





Kikongo

 
/kēˈkäNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




either of two similar Bantu languages spoken in Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire), and adjacent areas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Kikongo.











– origin

 the name in Kikongo.





Kikuyu

 
/kiˈko͞oyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the largest ethnic group in Kenya.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Kikuyu.




3.
 
(
kikuyu

 , 
kikuyu grass

 )
 — a creeping perennial grass native to Kenya and cultivated elsewhere as a lawn and fodder grass.

[
Pennisetum clandestinum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kikuyu people or their language.











– origin

 a local name.





Kilauea

 
/ˌkiləˈwāə, ˌkēˌlouˈāə/






an active volcano with a crater roughly 5 miles (8 km) long and 3 miles (5 km) wide on the island of Hawaii, situated on the eastern flank of Mauna Loa at an altitude of 4,090 feet (1,247 m).









Kildare

 
/ˌkilˈder/






a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the east, in the province of Leinster; county town, Naas.









kilderkin

 
/ˈkildərkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cask for liquids or other substances, holding 16 or 18 gallons.




2.
 
a unit of measurement equivalent to the contents of a kilderkin.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
kinderkin

 , variant of 
kinerkijn

 , diminutive of 
kintal

 (see quintal
 ).





kilim

 
/kēːˈlēːm/





I.
 
noun




a flat-woven carpet or rug made in Turkey, Kurdistan, and neighboring areas.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Turkish from Persian 
gelīm

 .





Kilimanjaro, Mount

 
/ˌkiləmənˈjärō/






an extinct volcano in northern Tanzania. It has twin peaks, the higher of which, Kibo (19,340 feet; 5,895 m), is the highest mountain in Africa.









Kilkenny

 
/kilˈkenē/





I.
 
a county of the Republic of Ireland, in the southeast, in the province of Leinster.




II.
 
the county town of Kilkenny; pop. 8,661 (2006).










kill1


 
/kil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause the death of (a person, animal, or other living thing)




•
 
her father was killed in a car crash




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a robber armed with a shotgun who kills in cold blood.










2.
 
(
kill someone/something off

 )
 — get rid of or destroy completely, especially in large numbers




•
 
there is every possibility all river life would be killed off for generations.










3.
 
(
kill someone off

 )
 — (of a writer) bring about the “death” of a fictional character.




4.
 
put an end to or cause the failure or defeat of (something)




•
 
the committee voted to kill the project.










5.
 
stop (a computer program or process).




6.
 


‹informal›

 switch off (a light or engine).




7.
 


‹informal›

 delete (a line, paragraph, or file) from a document or computer.




8.
 


‹informal›

 consume the entire contents of (a bottle containing an alcoholic drink).




9.
 
(in tennis and similar games) hit (the ball) so forcefully that it cannot be returned.




10.
 
(in soccer or other ball games) make (the ball) stop.




11.
 
neutralize or subdue (an effect or quality)




•
 
the sauce would kill the taste of the herbs.










12.
 


‹informal›

 overwhelm (someone) with an emotion




•
 
the suspense is killing me.










13.
 
(
kill oneself

 )
 — overexert oneself




•
 
I killed myself carrying those things home.










14.
 
used hyperbolically to indicate that someone will be extremely angry with (another person)




•
 
my parents will kill me if they catch me out here.










15.
 
cause pain or anguish to




•
 
my feet are killing me.










16.
 
pass (time, or a specified amount of it), typically while waiting for a particular event




•
 
when he reached the station, he found he actually had an hour to kill.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of killing, especially of one animal by another




•
 
a lion has 
made a kill

 .










2.
 
an animal or animals killed, either by a hunter or by another animal




•
 
the vulture is able to survey the land and locate a fresh kill.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an act of destroying or disabling an enemy aircraft, submarine, tank, etc.




4.
 
(in tennis and similar games) a very forceful shot that cannot be returned.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in at the kill






be present at or benefit from the successful conclusion of an enterprise.









2.
 
go (or move in or close in) for the kill






take decisive action, often ruthlessly, to turn a situation to one's advantage.









3.
 
if it kills one








‹informal›

 whatever the problems or difficulties involved




•
 
we are going to smile and be pleasant if it kills us.















4.
 
kill oneself laughing








‹informal›

 be overcome with laughter.









5.
 
kill two birds with one stone








‹proverb›

 achieve two aims at once.









6.
 
kill with (or by) kindness






spoil with overindulgence.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘strike, beat,’ also ‘put to death’): probably of Germanic origin and related to quell
 . The noun originally denoted a stroke or blow.






kill2


 
/kil/





I.
 
noun




(in place names, especially in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania) a stream, creek, or tributary




•
 
Kill Van Kull.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
kil

 , from Middle Dutch 
kille

 ‘riverbed, channel.’





Killarney

 
/kiˈlärnē/






a town in southwestern Republic of Ireland, in County Kerry, noted for the beauty of the nearby lakes and mountains; pop. 13,497 (2006).









killdeer

 
/ˈkilˌdir /

 
killdeer plover





I.
 
noun




a widespread American plover with a plaintive call that resembles its name.

[
Charadrius vociferus

 , family 
Charadriidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: imitative of its call.





Killeen

 
/kiˈlēn/






a city in east central Texas, near Fort Hood; pop. 116,934 (est. 2008).









killer

 
/ˈkilər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that kills




•
 
police are still searching for the killer.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an extremely difficult or unpleasant thing




•
 
that wind's a killer.










3.
 
a formidably impressive person or thing




•
 
it's the zoom lens that makes this camera an absolute killer.










4.
 
a hilarious joke.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 [
attrib.

 ]


a.
 
denoting a person or thing that kills




•
 
a killer virus.














2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely difficult or unpleasant




•
 
I woke up with a killer hangover.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 very impressive or effective; excellent




•
 
the soundtrack is killer




•
 
a killer physique.



















killer app

 
killer application






noun






‹informal›

 a feature, function, or application of a new technology or product that is presented as virtually indispensable or much superior to rival products.













killer bee






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an Africanized honeybee.

See Africanize
 (
sense

 2).














killer cell






noun






[Physiology]

 a white blood cell (a type of lymphocyte) that destroys infected or cancerous cells.













killer instinct

 
/ˈkilər ˈinztiNG(k)t ˈinstiNG(k)t/






noun




a ruthless determination to succeed or win.














killer whale

 
/ˈkilər ˌ(h)wāl/






noun




another term for orca
 .













killick

 
/ˈkilik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy stone used by small craft as an anchor.




2.
 
any anchor, especially a small one.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





killifish

 
/ˈkilēˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a small carplike fish of fresh, brackish, or salt water, typically brightly colored. They are mainly native to America and include many popular aquarium fishes.

[Families 
Fundulidae

 and 
Cyprinodontidae

 , which include numerous genera of egg-laying killifishes.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: apparently from kill
 2
 and fish
 1
 .





killing

 
/ˈkiliNG/





I.
 
noun




an act of causing death, especially deliberately.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing death


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
weed-killing.










2.
 


‹informal›

 exhausting; unbearable




•
 
the suspense will be killing.










3.
 


‹dated›

 overwhelmingly funny.








III.
 
phrases





make a killing






have a great financial success




•
 
they're a safe investment, you can make a killing overnight.


















IV.
 
derivatives





killingly

 
/ˈkiliNGlē /






adverb





















killing field

 
/ˈkiliNG fēld/






noun

 — (usu. 
killing fields

 )


1.
 
a place where a heavy loss of life has occurred, typically as the result of massacre or genocide during a time of warfare or violent civil unrest.













killjoy

 
/ˈkilˌjoi/






noun




a person who deliberately spoils the enjoyment of others through resentful or overly sober behavior.













kill switch






noun



1.
 
a mechanism for switching off a machine abruptly, especially in an emergency




•
 
it is handy to have a strategically placed kill switch to stop the engine immediately.










2.
 
a computer function for disabling software or a device remotely




•
 
83 percent of the smartphone owners surveyed believed a kill switch would reduce phone theft.



















Killy, Jean-Claude

 
/ˈkēyē/






(1943–) French alpine skier. He won three gold medals at the 1968 Olympic games and was winner of the World Cup 1967, 1968.









kill zone

 
killing zone






noun



1.
 
the area of a military engagement with a high concentration of fatalities.




2.
 
the area of the human body where entry of a projectile would kill, especially as indicated on a target for shooting practice.













Kilmer, Joyce

 
/ˈkilmər/






(1888–1918) US poet; full name 
Alfred Joyce Kilmer

 . He was killed in action during World War I. His poetry is collected in 
Summer of Love

 (1911) and 
Trees and Other Poems

 (1914).









kiln

 
/kiln/





I.
 
noun




a furnace or oven for burning, baking, or drying, especially one for calcining lime or firing pottery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burn, bake, or dry in a kiln.











– origin

 Old English 
cylene

 , from Latin 
culina

 ‘kitchen, cooking stove.’





kiln-dry

 
/ˈkilnˌdrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
kiln-drying

 )


1.
 
dry (a material such as wood or sand) in a kiln.













kilo

 
/ˈkēlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kilogram.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a kilometer.




3.
 
a code word representing the letter K, used in radio communication.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, abbreviation of 
kilogramme

 , 
kilomètre

 .






kilo-

 
/ˈkēlō/





I.
 
combining form




(used commonly in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 1,000




•
 
kilojoule




•
 
kiloliter.

















– origin

 via French from Greek 
khilioi

 ‘thousand.’





kilobase

 
/ˈkiləˌbās /

 
kb






noun






[Biochemistry]

 (in expressing the lengths of nucleic acid molecules) 1,000 bases.













kilobit

 
/ˈkēləˌbit /

 
Kb






noun




a unit of computer memory or data equal to 1,024 (210
 ) bits.













kilobyte

 
/ˈkēləˌbīt /

 
Kb
 , KB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of memory or data equal to 1,024 (210
 ) bytes.













kilocalorie

 
/ˈkiləˌkalərē/






noun




a unit of energy of 1,000 calories (equal to 1 large calorie).













kilocycle

 
/ˈkiləˌsīkəl /

 
kc






noun




a former measure of frequency, equivalent to 1 kilohertz.













kilogram

 
/ˈkiləˌɡram /

 


‹Brit.›

 kilogramme
 , kg





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of mass, equivalent to the international standard kept at Sèvres near Paris (approximately 2.205 lb).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
kilogramme

 (see kilo-
 , gram
 1
 ).





kilohertz

 
/ˈkiləˌhərts /

 
kHz






noun




a measure of frequency equivalent to 1,000 cycles per second.













kiloliter

 
/ˈkiləˌlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 kilolitre
 , kl






noun




1,000 liters (equivalent to 220 imperial gallons).













kilometer

 
/kəˈlämədər /

 


‹Brit.›

 kilometre
 , km





I.
 
noun




a metric unit of measurement equal to 1,000 meters (approximately 0.62 miles).








II.
 
derivatives





kilometric

 
/ˌkiləˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
kilomètre

 (see kilo-
 , meter
 1
 ).





kiloton

 
/ˈkiləˌtən /

 


‹Brit.›

 kilotonne






noun




a unit of explosive power equivalent to 1,000 tons of TNT.













kilovolt

 
/ˈkiləˌvōlt /

 
kV






noun




1,000 volts.













kilowatt

 
/ˈkiləˌwät /

 
kW






noun




a measure of 1,000 watts of electrical power.













kilowatt-hour

 
/ˈkiləˌwät ˈˌou(ə)r /

 
kWh






noun




a measure of electrical energy equivalent to a power consumption of 1,000 watts for 1 hour.













Kilroy

 
/ˈkilroi/






a mythical person, popularized by American servicemen in World War II, who left such inscriptions as “Kilroy was here” on walls all over the world.









kilt

 
/kilt/





I.
 
noun




a garment resembling a knee-length skirt of pleated tartan cloth, traditionally worn by men as part of Scottish Highland dress and now also worn by women and girls.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather (a garment or material) in vertical pleats


(as 
adj.

 
kilted

 )


•
 
kilted skirts.














III.
 
derivatives





kilted

 
/ˈkil(t)əd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘tuck up around the body’): of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish 
kilte (op)

 ‘tuck (up)’ and Old Norse 
kilting

 ‘a skirt.’ The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





kilter

 
/ˈkiltər/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
out of kilter

 )


1.
 
out of harmony or balance




•
 
daylight savings throws everybody's body clock out of kilter.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





kiltie

 
/ˈkiltē /

 
kilty






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who wears a kilt (often used as a humorous or slightly derogatory term for a Scot).




2.
 
a casual or sports shoe with a fringed tongue that covers the lacing.




•
 
a pair of suede kilties.




















Kimberley

 
/ˈkimbərlē/





I.
 
a city in South Africa, in the province of Northern Cape; pop. 183,000 (est. 2009). It has been a diamond-mining center since the early 1870s.




II.
 
(also 
the Kimberleys

 )
 — a plateau region in the far north of Western Australia. A mining and cattle-rearing region, it was the scene of a gold rush in 1885.










kimberlite

 
/ˈkimbərˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a rare, blue-tinged, coarse-grained intrusive igneous rock sometimes containing diamonds, found especially in South Africa and Siberia.

Also called blue ground
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Kimberley
 + -ite
 1
 .





Kimchaek

 
/ˈkēmˈCHak/






an industrial port city in eastern North Korea, on the Sea of Japan; pop. 198,000 (est. 2009). Formerly called 
Somgjin

 .









kimchi

 
/ˈkimCHē /

 
kimchee





I.
 
noun




spicy pickled cabbage, the national dish of Korea.











– origin

 Korean.





Kim Dae-jung

 
/kim dīˈjo͝oNG/






(1925–2009) Korean politician. Long a voice for democracy in Korea, he served as president of South Korea 1997–2003 and worked to reunify North and South Korea and to achieve peace in Asia. Nobel Peace Prize (2000).









Kim Il-sung

 
/kim ilˈso͝oNG, ˈsəNG/






(1912–94), Korean communist statesman; first premier of North Korea 1948–72 and president 1972–94; born 
Kim Song-ju

 . He maintained a one-party state and created a personality cult around himself and his family. He was succeeded by his son 
Kim Jong-il

 (1942–2011).









Kim Jong-il

 
/ˌkim jäNGˈil/






(1942–2011), Korean communist statesman, leader of North Korea 1994–2011; son of Kim Il-sung. He was succeeded in power by his son Kim Jong-un.









Kim Jong-un

 
/ˌkim jäNGˈən/






(1983–), Korean communist statesman, leader of North Korea since 2011; son of Kim Jong-il.









kimono

 
/kəˈmōnō kəˈmōnə/





I.
 
noun




a long, loose robe with wide sleeves and tied with a sash, originally worn as a formal garment in Japan and now also used elsewhere as a robe.








II.
 
derivatives





kimonoed

 
/-nōd, -nəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Japanese, from 
ki

 ‘wearing’ + 
mono

 ‘thing.’





Ki-moon






see Ban Ki-moon
 .










kin

 
/kin/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
one's family and relations




•
 
he is expected to make a payment to his wife's kin.










2.
 
animals or plants that are related to a particular species or kind




•
 
dolphins, whales, and their kin.




•
 
the Acari include ticks, mites, and their kin.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
related




•
 
he was 
kin to

 the brothers.







See also akin
 .








III.
 
derivatives





kinless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cynn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kunne

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘give birth to,’ shared by Greek 
genos

 and Latin 
genus

 ‘race.’






-kin





I.
 
suffix




forming diminutive nouns such as 
bumpkin

 , 
catkin

 .











– origin

 from Middle Dutch 
-kijn

 , 
-ken

 , Middle Low German 
-kīn

 .





kina

 
/ˈkēnə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Papua New Guinea, equal to 100 toea.











– origin

 Papuan.





Kinabalu, Mount

 
/ˌkinəbəˈlo͞o/






a mountain in eastern Malaysia, on the northern coast of Borneo. Rising to 13,431 feet (4,094 m), it is the highest peak in Borneo and in Southeast Asia.









kinara

 
/kiˈnärə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a candleholder for seven candles, used in celebrating the festival of Kwanzaa




•
 
the seven principles of Kwanzaa are illustrated by the seven-candle kinara.

















– origin

 1970s: Swahili, ‘candleholder.’





kinase

 
/ˈkīˌnās, ˈkinās/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the transfer of a phosphate group from ATP to a specified molecule.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
kinein

 ‘to move’ + -ase
 .





Kinchinjunga

 
/ˌkin(t)SHənˈjo͝oNGɡə/






variant of Kanchenjunga
 .










kind1


 
/kīnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people or things having similar characteristics




•
 
all kinds of music




•
 
a new kind of education




•
 
more data of this kind would be valuable.










2.
 
character; nature




•
 
the trials were different 
in kind

 from any that preceded them




•
 
true 
to kind

 .










3.
 
each of the elements (bread and wine) of the Eucharist




•
 
communion 
in both kinds

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in kind





a.
 
in the same way; with something similar




•
 
if he responded positively, they would respond in kind.










b.
 
(of payment) in goods or services as opposed to money.









2.
 
one's (own) kind






people with whom one has a great deal in common




•
 
we stick with our own kind.















3.
 
someone's kind






used to express disapproval of a certain type of person




•
 
I don't apologize to her kind ever.















4.
 
kind of








‹informal›

 rather; to some extent (often expressing vagueness or used as a meaningless filler)




•
 
it got kind of cozy.















5.
 
a kind of






something resembling (used to express vagueness or moderate a statement)




•
 
teaching based on a kind of inspired guesswork.















6.
 
nothing of the kind





a.
 
not at all like the thing in question




•
 
my son had done nothing of the kind before.










b.
 
used to express an emphatic denial




•
 
“He made you do that?” “He did nothing of the kind.”















7.
 
of its kind






within the limitations of its class




•
 
this new building was no doubt excellent of its kind.















8.
 
of a kind






used to indicate that something is not as good as it might be expected to be




•
 
there is tribute, of a kind, in such popularity.















9.
 
one of a kind






unique.









10.
 
something of the kind






something like the thing in question




•
 
they had always suspected something of the kind.















11.
 
two (or three, four, etc.) of a kind





a.
 
the same or very similar




•
 
she and her sister were two of a kind.










b.
 
(of cards) having the same face value but of a different suit.




c.
 
a hand consisting of cards having the same face value but in different suits.















– origin

 Old English 
cynd(e)

 , 
gecynd(e)

 , of Germanic origin; related to kin
 . The original sense was ‘nature, the natural order,’ also ‘innate character, form, or condition’ (compare with kind
 2
 ); hence ‘a class or race distinguished by innate characteristics.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 
Kind of

 is sometimes used to be deliberately vague: it was kind of a big evening; I was kind of hoping you'd call. More often it reveals an inability to speak clearly: he's kind of, like, inarticulate, you know? Used precisely, it means ‘sort’ or ‘type’: a maple is a kind of tree. 
2

 The plural of 
kind

 often causes difficulty. With this or that, speaking of one kind, use a singular construction: this kind of cake is my favorite; that kind of fabric doesn't need ironing. With these or those, speaking of more than one kind, use a plural construction: these kinds of guitars are very expensive; those kinds of animals ought to be left in the wild. Although often encountered, sentences such as I don't like these kind of things are incorrect. The same recommendations apply to 
sort

 and 
sorts

 .






kind2


 
/kīnd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a friendly, generous, and considerate nature




•
 
she was a good, kind woman




•
 
he was very 
kind to

 me.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — used in a polite request




•
 
would you be kind enough to repeat what you said?










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
kind to

 )
 — (of a consumer product) gentle on (a part of the body)




•
 
look for rollers that are kind to hair.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 affectionate; loving.











– origin

 Old English 
gecynde

 ‘natural, native’; in Middle English the earliest sense is ‘well born or well bred,’ whence ‘well disposed by nature, courteous, gentle, benevolent.’





kinda

 
/ˈkīndə /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
contraction




kind of




•
 
I think it's kinda funny.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): alteration.





kindergarten

 
/ˈkindərˌɡärtn ˈkindərˌɡärdn/





I.
 
noun




a school or class that prepares children for first grade. A child in kindergarten is typically 5 or 6 years old.








II.
 
derivatives





kindergartener

 
/-ˌɡärtnər, -ˌɡärd- /

 
kindergartner






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘children's garden.’





kindhearted

 
/ˌkīndˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




having a kind and sympathetic nature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kindheartedly

 
/ˌkīndˈhärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
kindheartedness

 
/ˌkīndˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















kindle1


 
/ˈkindl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
light or set on fire.




2.
 
arouse or inspire (an emotion or feeling)




•
 
a love of art was kindled in me.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an emotion) be aroused




•
 
she hesitated, suspicion kindling within her.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become impassioned or excited




•
 
the young man kindled at once.














II.
 
derivatives





kindler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: based on Old Norse 
kynda

 , influenced by Old Norse 
kindill

 ‘candle, torch.’





kindle2


 
/ˈkindl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a hare or rabbit) give birth.











– origin

 Middle English: apparently a frequentative of kind
 1
 .





kindliness

 
/ˈkīn(d)lēnəs/






noun




the quality of being kind, warmhearted, or gentle; kindness.













kindling

 
/ˈkindliNG/






noun



1.
 
easily combustible small sticks or twigs used for starting a fire.




2.
 
(in neurology) a process by which a seizure or other brain event is both initiated and its recurrence made more likely.













kindly

 
/ˈkīn(d)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a kind manner




•
 
“Never mind,” she said kindly.










2.
 
please (used in a polite request or demand, often ironically)




•
 
will you kindly sign the enclosed copy of this letter.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
kind; warmhearted; gentle




•
 
he was a quiet, kindly man.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 native-born.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
look kindly on






regard (someone or something) sympathetically.









2.
 
not take kindly to






not welcome or be pleased by (someone or something).









3.
 
take something kindly






like or be pleased by something.









4.
 
thank someone kindly






thank someone very much.















– origin

 Old English 
gecyndelīce

 ‘naturally, characteristically’ (see kind
 2
 , -ly
 2
 ).





kindness

 
/ˈkīn(d)nəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate.




2.
 
a kind act




•
 
it is a kindness I shall never forget.




















kindred

 
/ˈkindrəd/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
one's family and relations.




2.
 
relationship by blood




•
 
ties of kindred.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
similar in kind; related




•
 
books on kindred subjects.

















– origin

 Middle English: from kin
 + 
-red

 (from Old English 
rǣden

 ‘condition’), with insertion of 
-d-

 in the modern spelling through phonetic development (as in 
thunder

 ).





kindred spirit

 
/ˈkindrid ˈspirit/






noun




a person whose interests or attitudes are similar to one's own




•
 
I longed to find a kindred spirit.



















kine

 
/kīn/






plural noun






‹archaic›

 cows collectively.













kinematics

 
/ˌkinəˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of mechanics concerned with the motion of objects without reference to the forces that cause the motion.

Compare with dynamics
 .




2.
 
[usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the features or properties of motion in an object.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kinematic

 
/ˌkinəˈmadik /






adjective













2.
 
kinematically

 
/-ˈmatik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kinēma

 , 
kinēmat-

 ‘motion’ (from 
kinein

 ‘to move’) + -ics
 .





kinescope

 
/ˈkinəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 a television picture tube.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 a film recording of a television broadcast.











– origin

 1930s: originally a proprietary name, from Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘movement’ + -scope
 .





kinesics

 
/kəˈnēsiks, -ziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the way in which certain body movements and gestures serve as a form of nonverbal communication.




2.
 
[usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — certain body movements and gestures regarded as a form of nonverbal communication.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘motion’ (from 
kinein

 ‘to move’) + -ics
 .





kinesiology

 
/kəˌnēsēˈäləjē, -zē-/





I.
 
noun




the study of the mechanics of body movements.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kinesiological

 
/-sēəˈläjikəl, -zēə- /






adjective













2.
 
kinesiologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘movement’ (from 
kinein

 ‘to move’) + -logy
 .






kinesis

 
/kəˈnēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
movement; motion.




2.
 


[Biology]

 an undirected movement of a cell, organism, or part in response to an external stimulus.

Compare with taxis
 .




3.
 


[Zoology]

 mobility of the bones of the skull, as in some birds and reptiles.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘movement,’ from 
kinein

 ‘to move.’





kinesthesia

 
/ˌkinəsˈTHēZH(ē)ə /

 


‹Brit.›

 kinaesthesia





I.
 
noun




awareness of the position and movement of the parts of the body by means of sensory organs (proprioceptors) in the muscles and joints.








II.
 
derivatives





kinesthetic

 
/ˌkinəsˈTHedik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
kinein

 ‘to move’ + 
aisthēsis

 ‘sensation.’





kinetic

 
/kəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resulting from motion.




2.
 
(of a work of art) depending on movement for its effect.








II.
 
derivatives





kinetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kinētikos

 , from 
kinein

 ‘to move.’





kinetic art

 
/kəˈnedik ärt/






noun




a form of art that depends on movement for its effect. The term was coined by artists Naum Gabo (1890–1977) and his brother Antoine Pevsner (1886–1962) in 1920 and is associated with the mobiles of artist Alexander Calder.














kinetic energy

 
/kəˈnedik ˈenərjē/






noun






[Physics]

 energy that a body possesses by virtue of being in motion.

Compare with potential energy
 .













kinetics

 
/kəˈnediks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of chemistry or biochemistry concerned with measuring and studying the rates of reactions.




2.
 
[usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the rates of chemical or biochemical reaction.




3.
 


[Physics]

 the study of forces acting on mechanisms.













kinetic theory






noun




the body of theory that explains the physical properties of matter in terms of the motions of its constituent particles.













kinetin

 
/ˈkīnəˌtin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 
[Botany]

 a synthetic compound similar to kinin, used to stimulate cell division in plants.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
kinētos

 ‘movable’ (from 
kinein

 ‘to move’) + -in
 1
 .






kineto-





I.
 
combining form




relating to movement.











– origin

 from Greek 
kinētos

 ‘movable.’





kinetochore

 
/kəˈnetəˌkôr, -ˈnētə-/





I.
 
noun




another term for centromere
 .











– origin

 1930s: from kineto-
 ‘of movement’ + Greek 
khōros

 ‘place.’





kinetoplast

 
/kəˈnetəˌplast, -ˈnētə-/






noun






[Biology]

 a mass of mitochondrial DNA lying close to the nucleus in some flagellate protozoa.













kinetoscope

 
/kəˈnetəˌskōp, -ˈnē-/






noun




an early motion-picture device in which the images were viewed through a peephole.














kinetosome

 
/kəˈnetəˌsōm, -ˈnētə-, kī-/






noun




another term for basal body
 .














kinfolk

 
/ˈkinfōk /

 
kinsfolk
 , kinfolks






plural noun



1.
 
(in anthropological or formal use) a person's blood relations, regarded collectively.




2.
 
a group of people related by blood




•
 
a set of kinfolk.




















king

 
/kiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the male ruler of an independent state, especially one who inherits the position by right of birth


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
King Henry VIII.










2.
 
a person or thing regarded as the finest or most important in its sphere or group




•
 
a country where football is king




•
 
the king of rock.










3.
 
(
the King

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 (in the UK) the national anthem when there is a male sovereign.




4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used in names of animals and plants that are particularly large, e.g., 
king cobra

 .




5.
 
the most important chess piece, of which each player has one, which the opponent has to checkmate in order to win. The king can move in any direction, including diagonally, to any adjacent square that is not attacked by an opponent's piece or pawn.




6.
 
a piece in the game of checkers with extra capacity for moving, made by crowning an ordinary piece that has reached the opponent's baseline.




7.
 
a playing card bearing a representation of a king, normally ranking next below an ace.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make (someone) king.




2.
 
(
king it

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹dated›

 act in an unpleasantly superior and domineering manner




•
 
he 
kings it over

 the natives on his atoll.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a king's ransom






see ransom
 .









2.
 
live like a king (or queen)






live in great comfort and luxury.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kinghood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
kingless






adjective













3.
 
kinglike

 
/ˈkiNGˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cyning

 , 
cyng

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koning

 and German 
König

 , also to kin
 .





King, B. B.

 
/kiNG/






(1925–2015), US blues singer and guitarist; born 
Riley B. King

 . An established blues performer, he came to the notice of a wider audience in the late 1960s, when his style of guitar playing was imitated by rock musicians.









King, Billie Jean






(1943–), US tennis player. She won a record 20 Wimbledon titles, including 6 singles titles (1966–68, 1972–73, and 1975), 10 doubles titles, and 4 mixed doubles titles. She retired in 1983.









King, Martin Luther






Jr. (1929–68), US Baptist minister and civil rights leader. A noted orator, he opposed discrimination against blacks by organizing nonviolent resistance and peaceful mass demonstrations. He was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. Nobel Peace Prize (1964). His birthday, January 15, is a national holiday.









King, Stephen






(1947–) US writer; pseudonym Richard Bachman; full name 
Stephen Edwin King

 . He is best known for his writings of horror and suspense, such as 
Carrie

 (1974, movie 1976), 
The Shining

 (1977, movie 1980), 
The Green Mile

 (1996, movie 1999), 
The Plant

 (2000), and 
Cell

 (2006).









King, William Lyon Mackenzie






(1874–1950), Canadian Liberal statesman; prime minister 1921–26, 1926–30, and 1935–48.









kingbird

 
/ˈkiNGˌbərd/






noun




a large American tyrant flycatcher, typically with a gray head and back and yellowish or white underparts.

[Genus 
Tyrannus

 , family 
Tyrannidae

 : several species.]














king bolete






noun




another term for cep
 .













kingbolt

 
/ˈkiNGˌbōlt/






noun




a kingpin in a mechanical structure.













King Charles spaniel






noun




a spaniel of a small breed, typically with a white, black, and tan coat.














king cobra

 
/kiNG ˈkōbrə/






noun




a brownish cobra with an orange-cream throat patch, native to southern Asia. It is the largest of all venomous snakes.

Also called hamadryad
 . [
Ophiophagus hannah

 , family 
Elapidae

 .]













king crab






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an edible crab of the North Pacific, resembling a spider crab.

[Genus 
Paralithodes

 , family 
Lithodidae

 .]




2.
 
another term for horseshoe crab
 .













kingcraft

 
/ˈkiNGˌkraft/






noun






‹archaic›

 the art of ruling as a king, especially with reference to the use of clever or crafty diplomacy in dealing with subjects.













kingcup

 
/ˈkiNGˌkəp/






noun




British term for marsh marigold
 .













kingdom

 
/ˈkiNGdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a country, state, or territory ruled by a king or queen.




2.
 
a realm associated with or regarded as being under the control of a particular person or thing




•
 
the kingdom of dreams.










3.
 
the spiritual reign or authority of God.




4.
 
the rule of God or Christ in a future age.




5.
 
heaven as the abode of God and of the faithful after death.




6.
 
each of the three traditional divisions (animal, vegetable, and mineral) in which natural objects have conventionally been classified.




7.
 


[Biology]

 the highest category in taxonomic classification.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
come into (or to) one's kingdom






achieve recognition or supremacy.









2.
 
till (or until) kingdom come








‹informal›

 forever.









3.
 
to kingdom come








‹informal›

 into the next world




•
 
the truck was blown to kingdom come.





















– origin

 Old English 
cyningdōm

 ‘kingship’ (see king
 , -dom
 ).





kingfish

 
/ˈkiNGˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of large sporting fish, many of which are edible.




2.
 
a fish of the jack family (
Carangidae

 ), including the 
yellowtail kingfish

 (
Seriola grandis

 ) of the South Pacific.




3.
 
(
northern kingfish

 )
 — a fish of the drum family (
Menticirrhus saxatilis

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 ), of the east coast of North America.




4.
 
a western Atlantic fish of the mackerel family (
Scomberomorus cavalla

 , family 
Scombridae

 ).




5.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a person regarded as an authority figure; an influential leader or boss.













kingfisher

 
/ˈkiNGˌfiSHər/






noun




an often brightly colored bird with a large head and long sharp beak, typically diving for fish from a perch. Many of the tropical kinds live in forests and feed on terrestrial prey such as insects and lizards.

[Family 
Alcedinidae

 : many genera and numerous species, esp. the 
belted kingfisher

 (
Ceryle alcyon

 ), with blue-gray and white plumage and a shaggy crest, found throughout North America.]














King James Bible

 
King James Version






noun




an English translation of the Bible made in 1611 at the order of King James I and still widely used.

Also called Authorized Version
 , chiefly in the UK.













kinglet

 
/ˈkiNGlit/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a minor king.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a very small greenish bird with a bright orange or yellow crown.

[Genus 
Regulus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : several species, e.g., the American 
golden-crowned kinglet

 (
R. satrapa

 ).]













kingly

 
/ˈkiNGlē/





I.
 
adjective




associated with or typical of a king; regal




•
 
his kingly duties.














II.
 
derivatives





kingliness






noun





















kingmaker

 
/ˈkiNGˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who brings leaders to power through the exercise of political influence.











– origin

 used originally with reference to the Earl of Warwick (see Warwick, Dionne
 ).





king of beasts






noun






‹chiefly literary›

 the lion (used in reference to the animal's perceived grandeur).













King of Kings






noun



1.
 
used as a name or form of address for God.




2.
 
(in the Christian Church) used as a name or form of address for Jesus Christ.




3.
 
a title assumed by certain kings who rule over lesser kings.













king of the hill






noun



1.
 
a children's game in which the object is to beat one's rivals to the top of a mound or other high place, and to keep possession of the place.




2.
 
one who is in command or successful




•
 
your daddy brags about you—you're king of the hill with him.




















king penguin

 
/kiNG ˈpeNGɡwən/






noun




a large penguin native to Antarctic islands as well as the Falklands and other subantarctic islands.

[
Aptenodytes patagonica

 , family 
Spheniscidae

 .]













King Philip's War






(1675–77) the first large-scale military action in the American colonies, pitting various Indian tribes against New England colonists and their Indian allies. Marked by heavy slaughters on both sides (including killings of women and children), the war cost thousands of lives.









kingpin

 
/ˈkiNGˌpin/






noun



1.
 
a main or large bolt in a central position.




2.
 
a vertical bolt used as a pivot.




3.
 
a person or thing that is essential to the success of an organization or operation




•
 
the kingpins of the television industry.



















king post

 
/ˈkiNG ˌpōst/






noun




an upright post in the center of a roof truss, extending from the tie beam to the apex of the truss.













kin group






noun




a group of people related by blood or marriage.













Kings

 
/kiNGz/






the name of two books of the Bible, recording the history of Israel from the accession of Solomon to the destruction of the Temple in 586 
BC

 .









King's Bench






noun




(in the UK) in the reign of a king, the term for Queen's Bench
 .













Kings Canyon National Park






a national park in the Sierra Nevada, in south central California, north of Sequoia National Park. Established in 1940, it preserves groves of ancient sequoia trees, including some of the largest in the world.









King's Counsel

 
KC






noun




(in the UK) in the reign of a king, the term for Queen's Counsel
 .













King's English

 
/ˈkiNGz ˈˌiNG(ɡ)liSH/






noun




another term for Queen's English
 .














king's evil






noun

 — (usu. 
the king's evil

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 scrofula, formerly held to be curable by the royal touch.













kingship

 
/ˈkiNGˌSHip/






noun




the state or position of being a king




•
 
upon his succession to the kingship David retained his English estates




•
 
Edmund assumed kingship of Mercia.



















kingside

 
/ˈkiNGˌsīd/






noun






[Chess]

 the half of the board on which both kings stand at the start of a game (the right-hand side for White, left for Black).













king-sized

 
/ˈkiNGˌsīzd /

 
king-size






adjective




(especially of a commercial product) of a larger size than the standard; very large




•
 
a king-sized bed.



















Kingsley, Charles

 
/ˈkiNGzlē/






(1819–75), English novelist and clergyman. He is remembered for his historical novel 
Westward Ho!

 (1855) and for his classic children's story 
The Water-Babies

 (1863).










king snake






noun




a large, smooth-scaled North American constrictor that typically has shiny dark brown or black skin with lighter markings.

[Genus 
Lampropeltis

 , family 
Colubridae

 : several species, in particular 
L. getulus

 . Compare with milk snake
 .]













king's pawn






noun






[Chess]

 the pawn occupying the square immediately in front of each player's king at the start of a game.













Kingsport

 
/ˈkiNGzˌpôrt/






an industrial city in northeastern Tennessee, part of a complex with Johnson City and Bristol; pop. 44,473 (est. 2008).









king's shilling






noun




a shilling formerly given to a recruit when enlisting in the army during the reign of a king.













Kingston

 
/ˈkiNGstən/





I.
 
a port in southeastern Canada, on Lake Ontario, at the head of the St. Lawrence River; pop. 117,207 (2006).




II.
 
the capital and chief port of Jamaica; pop. 580,000 (est. 2007).




III.
 
a historic city in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River; pop. 22,441 (est. 2008).










Kingston upon Hull






official name for Hull
 .









Kingstown

 
/ˈkiNGztoun/






the capital and chief port of St. Vincent and the Grenadines in the Caribbean; pop. 26,000 (est. 2007).









kinin

 
/ˈkīnən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of substances formed in body tissue in response to injury. They are polypeptides and cause vasodilation and smooth muscle contraction.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a compound that promotes cell division and inhibits aging in plants.

Also called cytokinin
 .











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
kinein

 ‘to move’ + -in
 1
 .






kink

 
/kiNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp twist or curve in something that is otherwise straight




•
 
a 
kink in

 the road.










2.
 
a flaw or obstacle in a plan, operation, etc.




•
 
though the system is making some headway, there are still some kinks to iron out.










3.
 
a quirk of character or behavior.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person's unusual sexual preference.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stiffness in the neck, back, etc.; crick




•
 
it takes the kinks out of stiff necks.














II.
 
verb




form or cause to form a sharp twist or curve


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the river kinks violently in a right angle




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
when the spine gets kinked, the muscles react with pain.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Middle Low German 
kinke

 , probably from Dutch 
kinken

 ‘to kink.’






kinkajou

 
/ˈkiNGkəˌjo͞o/





I.
 
noun




an arboreal nocturnal fruit-eating mammal with a prehensile tail and a long tongue, found in the tropical forests of Central and South America.

[
Potos flavus

 , family 
Procyonidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
quincajou

 , alteration of carcajou
 .





kinky

 
/ˈkiNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 involving or given to unusual sexual behavior.




2.
 
(of clothing) sexually provocative in an unusual way




•
 
kinky underwear.










3.
 
having kinks or twists




•
 
long and kinky hair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kinkily

 
/-kilē /






adverb













2.
 
kinkiness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from kink
 + -y
 1
 .






Kinneret, Lake

 
/kēˈneret/






another name for Sea of Galilee (see Galilee, Sea of
 ).









kinnikinnick

 
/ˌkinikiˈnik /

 
kinnikinnic
 , kinnikinnik





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smoking mixture used by North American Indians as a substitute for tobacco or for mixing with it, typically consisting of dried sumac leaves and the inner bark of willow or dogwood.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the bearberry, which was also sometimes used in kinnikinnick.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from a Delaware (Unami) word meaning ‘mixture.’





kino

 
/ˈkēnō/





I.
 
noun




a gum obtained from certain tropical trees by tapping, used locally as an astringent in medicine and in tanning.

[The trees belong to genera in various families, in particular 
Pterocarpus

 and 
Butea

 (family 
Leguminosae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: apparently from a West African language.





Kinorhyncha

 
/ˌkinəˈriNGkə, ˌkē- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of minute marine invertebrates that have a spiny body and burrow in sand or mud.




II.
 
derivatives





kinorhynch

 
/ˈkinəˌriNGk, ˈkē- /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
kinein

 ‘set in motion’ + 
rhunkos

 ‘snout.’





-kins






suffix




equivalent to -kin
 , often expressing endearment.













kin selection






noun






[Zoology]

 natural selection in favor of behavior by individuals that may decrease their chance of survival but increases that of their kin (who share a proportion of their genes).













Kinsey, Alfred

 
/ˈkinzē/






(1894–1956), US zoologist and sex researcher; full name 
Alfred Charles Kinsey

 . He carried out pioneering studies on sexual behavior by interviewing large numbers of people. His best-known work, 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Male

 (1948, also known as the 
Kinsey Report

 ), was controversial but highly influential.









kinsfolk

 
/ˈkinzˌfōk/






plural noun




another term for kinfolk
 .














Kinshasa

 
/kənˈSHäsə/






the capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), a port on the Congo River, in the southwestern part of the country; pop. 7,273,900 (est. 2004). Founded in 1881 by explorer Sir Henry Morton Stanley, it became capital of the Republic of Zaire in 1960.

Former name (until 1966) Léopoldville
 .









kinship

 
/ˈkinˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
blood relationship.




2.
 
a sharing of characteristics or origins




•
 
they felt a kinship with architects.



















kinship group






noun






[Anthropology]

 a family, clan, or other group based on kinship.













kinsman

 
/ˈkinzmən/






noun




(in anthropological or formal use) a man who is one of a person's blood relations.













kinswoman

 
/ˈkinzˌwo͝omən/






noun




(in anthropological or formal use) a woman who is one of a person's blood relations.













kiosk

 
/ˈkēˌäsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small open-fronted hut or cubicle from which newspapers, refreshments, tickets, etc., are sold.




2.
 
a small structure in a public area used for providing information or displaying advertisements, often incorporating an interactive display screen or screens.




3.
 
(usu. 
telephone kiosk

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a telephone booth.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 (in Turkey and Iran) a light open pavilion or summerhouse.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pavilion’): from French 
kiosque

 , from Turkish 
köşk

 ‘pavilion,’ from Persian 
kuš

 .





Kiowa

 
/ˈkīəwə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the southern plains of the US, now living mainly in Oklahoma.




2.
 
the language of the Kiowa, related to the Tanoan group.




3.
 
(in full 
Kiowa Apache

 )
 — an Athabaskan (Apache) language of western Oklahoma and neighboring areas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kiowa or their languages.











– origin

 from American Spanish 
Caygua

 , perhaps from Caddoan 
kā́hīwa’

 ‘Kiowa.’





kip1


 
/kip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in leather-making) the hide of a young or small animal.




2.
 
a set or bundle of hides from young or small animals.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to Middle Dutch 
kip

 , 
kijp

 ‘bundle (of hides).’





kip2


 
/kip/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Laos, equal to 100 ats.











– origin

 Thai.





kip3


 
/kip/





I.
 
noun




a unit of weight equal to 1,000 lb (453.6 kg).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from 
ki-

 in kilo-
 + 
p-

 in pound
 1
 .





kip4


 
/kip /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a sleep; a nap




•
 
I might have a little kip




•
 
he was trying to get some kip.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a bed.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 sleep




•
 
they kipped down for the night.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘brothel’): perhaps related to Danish 
kippe

 ‘hovel, tavern.’





Kipling, Rudyard

 
/ˈkipliNG/





I.
 
(1865–1936), British novelist, short-story writer, and poet, born in India; full name 
Joseph Rudyard Kipling

 . He is known for his poems, such as 
“If”

 and 
“Gunga Din,”

 and for his children's tales, notably 
The Jungle Book

 (1894) and the 
Just So Stories

 (1902). Nobel Prize for Literature (1907).




II.
 
derivatives





Kiplingesque

 
/ˌkipliNGˈesk /






adjective





















kippa

 
/kēˈpä /

 
kippah





I.
 
noun




another term for yarmulke
 .











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from modern Hebrew 
kippāh

 .





kipper

 
/ˈkipər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kippered fish, especially a herring.




2.
 
a male salmon in the spawning season.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
kippered

 )


1.
 
cure (a herring or other fish) by splitting it open and salting and drying it in the open air or in smoke.











– origin

 Old English 
cypera

 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun), of Germanic origin; related to Old Saxon 
kupiro

 , perhaps also to copper
 1
 .





Kir

 
/kir /

 
kir





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a drink made from dry white wine and crème de cassis.











– origin

 1960s: named after Canon Félix 
Kir

 (1876–1968), a mayor of Dijon, France, who is said to have invented the recipe.





Kirchhoff, Gustav

 
/ˈki(ə)rˌKHôf/






(1824–87), German physicist; a pioneer in spectroscopy; full name 
Gustav Robert Kirchhoff

 . He developed the concept of black-body radiation and discovered the elements cesium and rubidium.









Kirghiz

 
/kirˈɡēz /

 
Kyrgyz





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of central Asia, living chiefly in Kyrgyzstan.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Kirghiz.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kirghiz or their language.











– origin

 the name in Kirghiz.






Kirghizia

 
/kərˈɡēZHə/






another name for Kyrgyzstan
 .









Kiribati

 
/ˌkirəˈbäs/





I.
 
a country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean that includes the Gilbert, Line, and Phoenix islands, as well as Banaba (Ocean Island); pop. 112,900 (est. 2009); capital, Bairiki (on Tarawa); official languages, English and I-Kiribati (a local Austronesian language).





Inhabited by Micronesian people, the islands were sighted by the Spaniards in the mid 16th century. Britain declared a protectorate over the Gilbert and Ellice Islands in 1892, and they became a colony in 1915. British links with the Ellice Islands (now Tuvalu) ended in 1975, and Kiribati became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1979.





Kirin

 
/ˌkēˈrin/






variant of Jilin
 .










Kiritimati

 
/kəˈrisməs/






an island in the Pacific Ocean, one of the Line Islands of Kiribati; pop. 5,115 (2005). The largest atoll in the world, it was discovered by Captain James Cook on Christmas Eve 1777 and was British until it became part of an independent Kiribati in 1979.

Former name (until 1981) Christmas Island
 .










kirk

 
/kərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a church.




2.
 
(
the Kirk

 or 
the Kirk of Scotland

 )
 — 

(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 the Church of Scotland as distinct from the Church of England or from the Episcopal Church in Scotland.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
kirkja

 , from Old English 
cirice

 (see church
 ).





Kirkland

 
/ˈkərklənd/






a city in west central Washington, northeast of Seattle; pop. 47,303 (est. 2008).









Kirkpatrick, Jeane

 
/ˌkərkˈpatrik/






(1926–2006) US educator and public official; full name 
Jeane Duane Jordan Kirkpatrick

 . A Democrat who switched to the Republican party in 1985, she served as US ambassador to the United Nations 1981–85 before returning to her teaching position at Georgetown University. She wrote 
Political Woman

 (1974) and 
The Withering Away of the Totalitarian State

 (1990).









Kirkuk

 
/kirˈko͞ok/






an industrial city in northern Iraq, center of the oil industry in that region; pop. 600,000 (est. 2003).









Kirkwall

 
/kərkˈwôl/






a port in the Orkney Islands; pop. 6,600 (2009). Situated on Mainland, it is the chief town of the islands.









Kirlian photography

 
/ˌkirlēən fəˈtäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a technique for recording photographic images of corona discharges and hence, supposedly, the auras of living creatures.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from the name of Semyon D. and Valentina K. 
Kirlian

 , Russian electricians.





Kirman

 
/kirˈmän/





I.
 
noun




a carpet of a kind typically having soft, delicate coloring and naturalistic designs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Kirman

 , the name of a province and town in southeastern Iran.






Kirov

 
/ˈki(ə)rˌôf, -əf/






former name (1934–92) for Vyatka
 .









Kirovabad

 
/ˌkērəfˈbät/






former name (1935–89) for Gäncä
 .









Kir royal

 
Kir royale





I.
 
noun




a drink made from champagne or sparkling white wine and crème de cassis.











– origin

 French, literally ‘royal Kir.’





kirsch

 
/kirSH /

 
kirschwasser





I.
 
noun




brandy distilled from the fermented juice of cherries.











– origin

 German, abbreviation of 
Kirschenwasser

 , from 
Kirsche

 ‘cherry’ + 
Wasser

 ‘water.’





kirtle

 
/ˈkərdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a woman's gown or outer petticoat.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a man's tunic or coat.











– origin

 Old English 
cyrtel

 , of Germanic origin, probably based on Latin 
curtus

 ‘short.’





kisan

 
/kiˈsän/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 an agricultural worker; a peasant.











– origin

 1930s: Hindi 
kisān

 , from Sanskrit 
kṛṣāṇa

 ‘person who plows.’






Kisangani

 
/ˌkēsäNGˈɡänē, kēˈsäNGˌɡänē/






a city in northern Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), on the Congo River; pop. 682,600 (est. 2004).

Former name (until 1966) Stanleyville
 .









Kishinev

 
/ˈkiSHəˌnef, -ˌnev/






Russian name for Chişinău
 .










Kishinyov

 
/ˈkiSHəˌnef, -ˌnev, kyiSHəˈnyôf/






Russian name for Chişinău
 .









kishke

 
/ˈkiSHkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a beef intestine stuffed with a seasoned filling.




2.
 
(usu. 
kishkes

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's guts.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Yiddish, from Polish 
kiszka

 or Ukrainian 
kishka

 .





kiskadee

 
/ˈkiskəˌdē/





I.
 
noun




a large tyrant flycatcher with a black-and-white-striped head and bright yellow breast, found mainly in tropical America.

[The 
greater kiskadee

 (
Pitangus sulphuratus

 ) and the 
lesser kiskadee

 (
Philohydor lictor

 ), family 
Tyrannidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





Kiska Island

 
/ˌkiskə ˈīlənd/






an island in the Aleutian Islands, in southwestern Alaska. It was occupied by the Japanese during World War II.









Kislev

 
/ˈkisləv, kēsˈlev/





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the third month of the civil and ninth of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of November and December.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
kislēw

 .





kismet

 
/ˈkizmit, -ˌmet/





I.
 
noun




destiny; fate




•
 
what chance did I stand against kismet?

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Turkish, from Arabic 
ḳismat

 ‘division, portion, lot,’ from 
ḳasama

 ‘to divide.’






kiss

 
/kis/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
touch with the lips as a sign of love, sexual desire, reverence, or greeting




•
 
he kissed her on the lips




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she kissed the children goodnight




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we started kissing.










2.
 


[Billiards]

 (of a ball) lightly touch (another ball) in passing.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a touch with the lips in kissing.




2.
 


[Billiards]

 a slight touch of a ball against another ball.




3.
 
used to express affection at the end of a letter (conventionally represented by the letter X)




•
 
she sent lots of love and a whole line of kisses.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small cake or cookie, typically a meringue.




5.
 
a small candy, especially one made of chocolate.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
kiss and make up






become reconciled.









2.
 
kiss and tell






recount one's sexual exploits, especially to the media concerning a famous person


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
this isn't a kiss-and-tell book.















3.
 
kiss someone's ass








‹vulgar slang›

 behave obsequiously toward someone.









4.
 
kiss ass








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 behave in an obsequious or sycophantic way.









5.
 
kiss something good-bye (or kiss good-bye to something)








‹informal›

 accept the certain loss of something




•
 
I could kiss my career good-bye.















6.
 
kiss something to make it better








‹informal›

 comfort a sick or injured person, especially a child, by kissing the sore or injured part of their body as a gesture of removing pain.









7.
 
kiss of death







/ˌkis əv ˈdeTH /

 — an action or event that causes certain failure for an enterprise




•
 
it would be the kiss of death for the company if it could be proved that the food was unsafe.















8.
 
kiss of life





a.
 

/ˌkis əv ˈlīf /

 — mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.




b.
 
an action or event that revives a failing enterprise




•
 
good ratings gave the program the kiss of life.















9.
 
kiss of peace






a ceremonial kiss given or exchanged as a sign of unity, especially during the Christian Eucharist.









10.
 
kiss the rod






accept punishment submissively.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
kiss someone/something off








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dismiss someone rudely; end a relationship abruptly.









2.
 
kiss up to








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 behave sycophantically or obsequiously toward (someone) in order to obtain something.












V.
 
derivatives





kissable

 
/ˈkisəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cyssan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kussen

 and German 
küssen

 .





kiss-and-tell

 
/ˌkisənˈtel/






adjective




revealing private or confidential information




•
 
a kiss-and-tell article by the actor's former girlfriend.



















kiss-ass

 
/ˈkisas/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 having or showing an obsequious or sycophantic eagerness to please.








II.
 
noun




a person who shows an obsequious eagerness to please.













kiss-curl

 
/ˈkisˌkərl/






noun




British term for spit curl
 .













kissel

 
/ˈkisəl/





I.
 
noun




a dessert made from fruit juice or puree, boiled with sugar and water and thickened with potato or cornstarch.











– origin

 from Russian 
kiselʹ

 , from a base shared by 
kislyĭ

 ‘sour.’





kisser

 
/ˈkisər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who kisses someone




•
 
he's a good kisser.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's mouth




•
 
I belted him one, right on the kisser.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from kiss
 + -er
 1
 . 
Sense

 2 (mid 19th cent.) was originally boxing slang.





Kissimmee

 
/kiˈsimē/






a resort and agricultural city in central Florida; pop. 62,291 (est. 2008).









kissing bug






noun




a bloodsucking North American assassin bug that can inflict a painful bite on humans and often attacks the face.













kissing cousin






noun




a relative known well enough to be given a kiss in greeting.













kissing disease






noun






‹informal›

 a disease transmitted by contact with infected saliva, especially infectious mononucleosis.













Kissinger, Henry

 
/ˈkisənjər/






(1923–), US statesman and diplomat; born in Germany; secretary of state 1973–77; full name 
Henry Alfred Kissinger

 . In 1973, he helped to negotiate the withdrawal of US troops from South Vietnam, and later headed the commission investigating the attacks of September 11. His numerous trips to foster Middle East negotiations led to the term “shuttle diplomacy.” Nobel Peace Prize (1973).









kiss-off






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a rude or abrupt dismissal, especially from a job or romantic relationship.













kissogram

 
/ˈkisəˌɡram/






noun




a novelty greeting or message delivered by a man or woman who accompanies it with a kiss, arranged as a humorous surprise for the recipient.













kissy

 
/ˈkisē/






adjective






‹informal›

 characterized by or given to kissing; amorous




•
 
Dean and I were just getting kissy.



















kissy-face

 
/ˈkisēˌfās/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a puckering of the lips as if to kiss someone




•
 


she made kissy-face

 when she saw me.














II.
 
phrases





play kissy-face (or kissy-kissy)

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






a.
 
engage in kissing or petting, especially in public.




b.
 
behave in an excessively friendly way in order to gain favor.

















kist

 
/kist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 
(S. African)

 a chest used for storing clothes and linen.




2.
 
variant spelling of cist
 .











– origin

 Middle English: northern English form of chest
 .






Kiswahili

 
/ˌkēswäˈhēlē/





I.
 
noun




another term for Swahili
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 from the Bantu prefix 
ki-

 (used in names of languages) + Swahili
 .






kit1


 
/kit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of articles or equipment needed for a specific purpose




•
 
a first-aid kit.










2.
 
a set of all the parts needed to assemble something




•
 
an aircraft kit.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 the clothing and other items belonging to a soldier or used in an activity such as a sport




•
 
boys in football kit.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a large basket, box, or other container, especially for fish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
kit someone/something out/up

 ) (usu. 
be kitted out/up

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 provide someone or something with the appropriate clothing or equipment




•
 
we were all kitted out in life jackets.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
kitte

 ‘wooden vessel,’ of unknown origin. The original sense ‘wooden tub’ was later applied to other containers; the use denoting a soldier's equipment (late 18th cent.) probably arose from the idea of a set of articles packed in a container.






kit2


 
/kit/






noun



1.
 
the young of certain animals, such as the beaver, fox, ferret, and mink.




2.
 
informal term for kitten
 .













kit3


 
/kit/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small violin, especially one used by a dancing master.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps from Latin 
cithara

 (see cittern
 ).





Kitakyushu

 
/ˌkētāˈkyo͞oSHo͞o/






a port in southern Japan, on the northern coast of Kyushu island; pop. 986,755 (2007).









kit bag

 
/ˈkit ˌbaɡ /

 
kitbag






noun




a rectangular canvas bag, used especially for carrying a soldier's clothes and personal possessions.













kitchen

 
/ˈkiCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or area where food is prepared and cooked.




2.
 
a set of fixtures, cabinets, and appliances that are sold together and installed in a room where food is prepared




•
 
a complete kitchen at a bargain price.










3.
 
cuisine




•
 
the dried shrimp pastes of the Thai kitchen.










4.
 


‹informal›

 the percussion section of an orchestra.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a language) in an uneducated or domestic form




•
 
kitchen Swahili.

















– origin

 Old English 
cycene

 ; related to Dutch 
keuken

 and German 
Küche

 , based on Latin 
coquere

 ‘to cook.’





kitchen cabinet

 
/ˈkiCHən ˈkiCHin ˈkab(ə)nət/






noun




a group of unofficial advisers to the holder of an elected office who are considered to be unduly influential.













Kitchener

 
/ˈkiCH(ə)nər/






a city in Ontario, southern Canada; pop. 204,668 (2006). Settled as Dutch Sand Hills by German Mennonites in 1806, it was renamed Berlin in 1830 and Kitchener in 1916, in honor of Field Marshal Kitchener.









Kitchener, Herbert






(1850–1916), British field marshal and statesman, born in Ireland; full name 
Horatio Herbert Kitchener, 1st Earl Kitchener

 . He served as secretary of state for war during World War I.









kitchenette

 
/ˌkiCHəˈnet/






noun




a small kitchen or part of a room equipped as a kitchen.













kitchen garden






noun




a garden or area where vegetables, fruit, or herbs are grown for domestic use.













kitchen maid






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a female domestic servant who works in a kitchen, especially as an assistant to a cook




•
 
he found the butler in the kitchen, talking to some of the kitchen maids.




















kitchen midden






noun




a prehistoric refuse heap that marks an ancient settlement, chiefly containing bones, shells, and stone implements.













kitchen police






noun

 — [usu. treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹military slang›

 enlisted personnel detailed to help the cook by washing dishes, peeling vegetables, and performing other kitchen duties.













kitchen sink

 
/ˈˌkiCHən ˈsiNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sink in a kitchen, used for washing dishes and preparing food




•
 
the traditional view of women as dedicated housewives 
tied to the kitchen sink

 is all but extinct.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (in art forms) characterized by great realism in the depiction of drab or sordid subjects




•
 
a kitchen-sink drama.














II.
 
phrases





everything but the kitchen sink








‹humorous›

 everything imaginable.

















kitchenware

 
/ˈkiCHənˌwer/






noun




the utensils used in a kitchen.













kite

 
/kīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a toy consisting of a light frame with thin material stretched over it, flown in the wind at the end of a long string.




2.
 


[Sailing]

 
‹informal›

 a spinnaker or other high, light sail.




3.
 
a medium to large long-winged bird of prey that typically has a forked tail and frequently soars on updrafts of air.

[
Ictinia

 , 
Elanoides

 , and other genera, family 
Accipitridae

 : many species, including the 
American swallow-tailed kite

 (
E. forficatus

 ) and the 
Mississippi kite

 (
I. mississippiensis

 ).]




4.
 


‹informal›

 a fraudulent check, bill, or receipt.




5.
 
an illicit or surreptitious letter or note.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who exploits or preys on others.




7.
 


[Geometry]

 a quadrilateral figure having two pairs of equal adjacent sides, symmetrical only about its diagonals.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
kiting

 )
 — fly a kite.




2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — fly; move quickly




•
 
he kited into England on the Concorde.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 write or use (a check, bill, or receipt) fraudulently.








III.
 
phrases





(as) high as a kite








‹informal›

 intoxicated with drugs or alcohol.















– origin

 Old English 
cýta

 (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun); probably of imitative origin and related to German 
Kauz

 ‘screech owl.’ The toy was so named because it hovers in the air like the bird.






kiteboarding

 
/ˈkītˌbôrdiNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for kitesurfing
 .








II.
 
derivatives





kiteboarder

 
/ˈkītˌbôrdər /






noun





















kite-flying

 
/ˈkītˌflīiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of flying a kite on a string.




2.
 
the action of trying something out to test public opinion.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the fraudulent writing or using of a check, bill, or receipt.














kitesurfing

 
/ˈkītˌsərfiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or pastime of riding on a modified surfboard while holding on to a specially designed kite, using the wind for propulsion.

Also called kiteboarding
 .








II.
 
derivatives





kitesurfer

 
/ˈkītˌsərfər /






noun






‹trademark›























kit fox





I.
 
noun




a small nocturnal fox with a yellowish-gray back and large, close-set ears, found in the deserts and plains of the southwestern US.

[
Vulpes macrotis

 , family 
Canidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
kit

 probably from kit
 2
 (because of its small size).





kith

 
/kiTH/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
kith and kin

 or 
kith or kin

 )


1.
 
one's friends, acquaintances, and relations




•
 
a widow without kith or kin.

















– origin

 Old English 
cȳth

 , of Germanic origin; related to couth
 . The original senses were ‘knowledge,’ ‘one's native land,’ and ‘friends and neighbors’ The phrase 
kith and kin

 originally denoted one's country and relatives; later one's friends and relatives.





kitsch

 
/kiCH/





I.
 
noun




art, objects, or design considered to be in poor taste because of excessive garishness or sentimentality, but sometimes appreciated in an ironic or knowing way




•
 
the lava lamp is an example of sixties kitsch.














II.
 
adjective




considered to be in poor taste but appreciated in an ironic or knowing way




•
 
the front room is stuffed with kitsch knickknacks, little glass and gilt ornaments.




•
 
she offers kitsch interpretations of classic British dress, including a range of tartan mini-kilts.

















– origin

 1920s: German.





kitschy

 
/ˈkiCHē/





I.
 
adjective




(of art, objects, or design) considered to be in poor taste because of excessive garishness or sentimentality, but sometimes appreciated in an ironic or knowing way




•
 
kitschy souvenir shops




•
 
kitschy pop culture.














II.
 
derivatives





kitschiness






noun






















kitten

 
/ˈkitn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young cat.




2.
 
the young of several other animals, such as the rabbit and beaver.




3.
 
a stout furry gray and white moth, the caterpillar of which resembles that of the puss moth.

[Genus 
Furcula

 , family 
Notodontidae

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cat or certain other animals) give birth.








III.
 
phrases





have kittens








‹informal›

 be extremely nervous or upset.















– origin

 late Middle English 
kitoun

 , 
ketoun

 , from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
chitoun

 , diminutive of 
chat

 ‘cat.’





kitten heel






noun




a type of curvy heel, typically between 1 and 2 inches in height.













kittenish

 
/ˈkit(ə)niSH/





I.
 
adjective




playful, lively, or flirtatious




•
 
her voice had that kittenish quality.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kittenishly






adverb













2.
 
kittenishness






noun





















kittiwake

 
/ˈkidēˌwāk/





I.
 
noun




a small gull that nests in colonies on sea cliffs, having a loud call that resembles its name.

[Genus 
Rissa

 , family 
Laridae

 : two species, in particular the black-legged 
Rissa tridactyla

 of the North Atlantic and North Pacific.]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally Scots): imitative of its call.






kittle

 
/ˈkidl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 difficult to deal with; prone to erratic behavior.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
kittle

 ‘to tickle’ (now Scots and dialect), probably from Old Norse 
kitla

 .





kitty1


 
/ˈkidē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fund of money for communal use, made up of contributions from a group of people.




2.
 
a pool of money in some gambling card games.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a jail): of unknown origin.





kitty2


 
/ˈkidē/






noun




a pet name or a child's name for a kitten or cat.













Kitty Hawk

 
/ˈkidē ˌhôk/






a town on a narrow sand peninsula on the Atlantic Ocean coast of North Carolina. It was there that, in 1903, the Wright brothers made the first powered airplane flight.









Kitwe

 
/ˈkitˌwā/






a city in the Copperbelt mining region of northern Zambia; pop. 508,700 (est. 2009).









kiva

 
/ˈkēvə/





I.
 
noun




a chamber, built wholly or partly underground, used by male Pueblo Indians for religious rites.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hopi 
kíva

 .





Kivu, Lake

 
/ˈkēvo͞o/






a lake in central Africa, on the frontier between Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) and Rwanda.









Kiwanis

 
/kəˈwänəs /

 
Kiwanis Club





I.
 
noun




a North American society of business and professional people formed to maintain commercial ethics and as a social and charitable organization.








II.
 
derivatives





Kiwanian

 
/-nēən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





kiwi

 
/ˈkēwē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flightless New Zealand bird with hairlike feathers, having a long down-curved bill with sensitive nostrils at the tip.

[Family 
Apterygidae

 and genus 
Apteryx

 : three species, including the 
brown kiwi

 (
A. australis

 ).]




2.
 
(
Kiwi

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a New Zealander, especially a soldier or member of a national sports team.




3.
 

kiwi fruit
 :




•
 
a bowl of cherries and kiwis.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.






kiwi fruit

 
/ˈkēwē fro͞ot /

 
kiwifruit






noun




a fruit with a thin hairy skin, green flesh, and black seeds.

Also called Chinese gooseberry
 . [This fruit is obtained from the eastern Asian climbing plant 
Actinidia chinensis

 (family 
Actinidiaceae

 ).]













Kizil Irmak

 
/kiˌzil irˈmäk/






the longest river in Turkey that flows for 715 miles (1,150 km) in a great curve through central Anatolia to the Black Sea. Ancient name 
Halys

 .









kJ






abbreviation




kilojoule(s).













KJV






abbreviation




King James Version.













KKK






abbreviation




Ku Klux Klan.













Kkt






abbreviation






[Chess]

 king's knight.













kl






abbreviation




kiloliter(s).













KL






abbreviation






‹informal›

 Kuala Lumpur.














Klaipeda

 
/ˈklīpədə/






a city and port in Lithuania, on the Baltic Sea; pop. 183,433 (2009).

Former name (1918–23 and 1941–44, when under German control) Memel
 .









Klamath

 
/ˈklaməTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southern Oregon and northern California.




2.
 
the language of the Klamath.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Klamath or their language.











– origin

 from the Chinook name 
łámał

 ‘those of the river.’





Klamath Mountains

 
/ˌklaməTH ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in southwestern Oregon and northern California, through which the 
Klamath River

 flows to the Pacific Ocean.









Klan

 
/klan/






noun




the Ku Klux Klan or a large organization within it.













Klansman

 
/ˈklanzmən/






noun




a member of the Ku Klux Klan.













Klanswoman

 
/ˈklanzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female member of the Ku Klux Klan.













Klaproth, Martin Heinrich

 
/ˈkläpˌrōt/






(1743–1817), German chemist; one of the founders of analytical chemistry.









klatch

 
/kläːCH /

 
klatsch





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering, especially for coffee and conversation.











– origin

 1950s: from German 
Klatsch

 ‘gossip.’






Klausenburg

 
/ˈklouzənˌbo͝ork, -ˌbərɡ/






German name for Cluj–Napoca
 .









klaxon

 
/ˈklaksən/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an electric horn or a similar loud warning device.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of the manufacturing company.





klebsiella

 
/ˌklebzēˈelə, ˌklepsē-/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that causes respiratory, urinary, and wound infections.

[Genus 
Klebsiella

 ; nonmotile Gram-negative rods.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name 
Klebs

 .





Klee, Paul

 
/klā/






(1879–1940), Swiss painter who lived in Germany 1906–33. He joined the 
Blaue Reiter

 group in 1912 and later taught at the Bauhaus (1920–31).









Kleenex

 
/ˈklēˌneks/






noun






‹trademark›

 an absorbent disposable paper tissue.













kleftiko

 
/ˈkleftēkō/





I.
 
noun




a Greek dish consisting of lamb marinated with lemon juice and herbs and cooked slowly in a sealed container.











– origin

 Greek 
klephtiko

 , from 
klephtikos

 ‘relating to the klephts’ (see klepht
 ).





Klein, Calvin

 
/klīn/






(1942–), US fashion designer; full name 
Calvin Richard Klein

 .









Klein, Melanie






(1882–1960), Austrian psychoanalyst. She was the first psychologist to specialize in the psychoanalysis of small children.









Klein bottle





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a closed surface with only one side, formed by passing one end of a tube through the side of the tube and joining it to the other end.











– origin

 1940s: named after Felix 
Klein

 (1849–1925), the German mathematician who first described it.





Klemperer, Otto

 
/ˈklempərər/






(1885–1973), US conductor and composer; born in Germany. He conducted the Los Angeles Symphony Orchestra 1933–39.









Klemperer, Werner






(1920–2000), US actor; born in Germany, son of conductor 
Otto Klemperer

 . He was known for his portrayal of Colonel Klink on the 1960s television program 
Hogan's Heroes

 and also appeared on Broadway, in films, and as a narrator with symphony orchestras.










klepht

 
/kleft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Greek independence fighter, especially one who fought the Turks in the 15th century or during the war of independence (1821–28).




2.
 
a Greek brigand or bandit.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
klephtēs

 , from Greek 
kleptēs

 ‘thief.’ The original klephts led an outlaw existence in the mountains; those who maintained this after the war of independence became mere bandits.





kleptocrat

 
/ˈkleptəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun




a ruler who uses political power to steal his or her country's resources.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kleptocracy

 
/ˌklepˈtäkrəsē /






noun













2.
 
kleptocratic

 
/ˌkleptəˈkradic /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
kleptēs

 ‘thief’ + 
-crat

 .





kleptomania

 
/ˌkleptəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




a recurrent urge to steal, typically without regard for need or profit.








II.
 
derivatives





kleptomaniac

 
/ˌkleptəˈmānēˌak /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kleptēs

 ‘thief’ + -mania
 .





kleptoparasite

 
/ˌkleptəˈperəsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a bird, insect, or other animal that habitually robs animals of other species of food.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kleptoparasitic

 
/-ˌparəˈsitik /






adjective













2.
 
kleptoparasitism

 
/-siˌtizəm, -sī- /






noun



















– origin

 late 20th cent.: from Greek 
kleptēs

 ‘thief’ + parasite
 .





Klerk, F. W. de






see de Klerk, F. W.










Klerksdorp

 
/ˈklərksdôrp/






a city in South Africa, southwest of Johannesburg; pop. 174,900 (est. 2009).









klezmer

 
/ˈklezmər/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
klezmer music

 )


1.
 
traditional eastern European Jewish music.




2.
 
a musician who plays traditional eastern European Jewish music.











– origin

 1920s: Yiddish, contraction of Hebrew 
kĕlē zemer

 ‘musical instruments.’





klick

 
/klik /

 
click





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a kilometer




•
 
about 200 klicks northwest of Moscow.

















– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin; the term was originally used in the Vietnam War.





klieg

 
/klēɡ /

 
klieg light





I.
 
noun




a powerful electric lamp used in filming.











– origin

 1920s: named after the American brothers, Anton T. 
Kliegl

 (1872–1927) and John H. 
Kliegl

 (1869–1959), who invented it.





Klimt, Gustav

 
/klimt/






(1862–1918), Austrian painter and designer. Cofounder of the Vienna Secession (1897), he is known for his decorative and allegorical paintings and his portraits of women.









Klinefelter's syndrome

 
/ˈklīnˌfeltərz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a syndrome affecting males in which the cells have an extra X chromosome (in addition to the normal XY), characterized by a tall thin physique, small infertile testes, and enlarged breasts.











– origin

 1940s: named after Harry F. 
Klinefelter

 (born 1912), American physician.





Klingon

 
/ˈkliNGˌän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a warlike humanoid alien species in the television series 
Star Trek

 and its derivatives and sequels.




2.
 
the language of the Klingons




•
 
the site is also available in synthetic languages like Esperanto and Klingon.

















– origin

 1960s: invented name.





klipspringer

 
/ˈklipˌspriNGər/





I.
 
noun




a small rock-dwelling antelope with a yellowish-gray coat, an arched back, and a stiff bouncing gait, native to southern Africa.

[
Oreotragus oreotragus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Dutch 
klip

 ‘rock’ + 
springer

 ‘jumper.’





Klondike

 
/ˈkländīk/





I.
 
a tributary of the Yukon River, in Yukon Territory, northwestern Canada, that rises in the Ogilvie Mountains and flows west for 100 miles (160 km) to join the Yukon at Dawson. It gave its name to the surrounding region, which became famous when gold was found in nearby Bonanza Creek in 1896.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — a source of valuable material.




III.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a form of the card game patience or solitaire.









klong

 
/klôNG, kläNG/





I.
 
noun




(in Thailand) a canal.











– origin

 Thai.





kloof

 
/klo͞of/





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 a steep-sided, wooded ravine or valley.











– origin

 Afrikaans, from Middle Dutch 
clove

 ‘cleft.’






kludge

 
/klo͞oj /

 

‹informal›


 
kluge
 , cludge





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ill-assorted collection of parts assembled to fulfill a particular purpose.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a machine, system, or program that has been badly put together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use ill-assorted parts to make (something)




•
 
Hugh had to kludge something together.

















– origin

 1960s (originally US): invented word, perhaps symbolic. Compare with fudge
 .





kludgy

 
/ˈklo͞ojē /

 
kludgey
 , cludgy





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
[chiefly Computing]

 awkwardly or inelegantly made or done




•
 
you can copy files over a network using slightly kludgy onscreen menus.

















– origin

 1960s: from kludge
 + -y
 1
 .





klutz

 
/kləts/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a clumsy, awkward, or foolish person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
klutziness






noun













2.
 
klutzy

 
/ˈklətsē /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from Yiddish 
klots

 ‘wooden block.’





Kluxer

 
/ˈkləksər/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of the Ku Klux Klan.













klystron

 
/ˈklīsträn/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an electron tube that generates or amplifies microwaves by velocity modulation.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
kluzein

 , 
klus-

 ‘wash over’ + -tron
 .





km

 
//






abbreviation




kilometer(s).













K-meson

 
/ˈkāˌmēzän/





I.
 
noun




another term for kaon
 .











– origin

 1950s: from 
K

 (for kaon
 ) + meson
 .





km/h

 
kmph





I.
 
abbreviation




kilometers per hour.











usage:

 As an abbreviation of 
kilometers per hour

 km/h is generally preferred to 
kph

 .





kmps






abbreviation




kilometers per second.













kn






abbreviation




knot(s).













KN






abbreviation






[Chess]

 king's knight.














knack

 
/nak/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an acquired or natural skill at performing a task




•
 
she got the 
knack of

 it in the end.










2.
 
a tendency to do something




•
 
the band has a 
knack of

 warping classic soul songs.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a clever or deceitful trick): probably related to obsolete 
knack

 ‘sharp blow or sound,’ of imitative origin (compare with Dutch 
knak

 ‘crack, snap’).





knacker

 
/ˈnakər /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun




a person whose business is the disposal of dead or unwanted animals, especially those whose flesh is not fit for human consumption.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
knackered

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 tire (someone) out; exhaust




•
 
you look absolutely knackered.










2.
 


‹informal›

 damage severely.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a harness-maker, then a slaughterer of horses): possibly from obsolete 
knack

 ‘trinket’ The word also had the sense ‘old worn-out horse’ (late 18th cent). It is unclear whether the verb represents a figurative use of ‘slaughter,’ from the noun sense, or of ‘castrate,’ from a slang sense of the noun, ‘testicles.’





knackwurst

 
/ˈnäkwərst /

 
knockwurst





I.
 
noun




a type of short, fat, highly seasoned German sausage.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from German 
Knackwurst

 , from 
knacken

 ‘make a cracking noise’ + 
Wurst

 ‘sausage.’





knaidel

 
/kəˈnādl /

 
kneidel





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
knaidlach

 )


1.
 
a type of dumpling eaten especially in Jewish households during Passover.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
kneydel

 .





knap1


 
/nap/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the crest of a hill.











– origin

 Old English 
cnæpp

 , 
cnæp

 .





knap2


 
/nap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Architecture]

 
[Archaeology]

 shape (a piece of stone, typically flint) by striking it so as to make stone tools or weapons or to give a flat-faced stone for building walls


(as 
adj.

 
knapped

 )


•
 
buildings made of knapped flint.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 
[Archaeology]

 
‹archaic›

 strike with a hard short sound; knock.








II.
 
derivatives





knapper

 
/ˈnapər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘to knock, rap’): imitative; compare with Dutch and German 
knappen

 ‘crack, crackle.’





knapsack

 
/ˈnapˌsak/





I.
 
noun




a bag with shoulder straps, carried on the back, and typically made of canvas or other weatherproof material.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Middle Low German, from Dutch 
knapzack

 , probably from German 
knappen

 ‘to bite’ + 
zak

 ‘sack.’






knapweed

 
/ˈnapwēd/





I.
 
noun




a tough-stemmed plant of the daisy family that typically has purple thistlelike flower heads, occurring typically in grassland and on roadsides.

[Genus 
Centaurea

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the widespread 
black knapweed

 (
C. nigra

 ) (also called hardheads
 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
knopweed

 ): from knop
 (because of its hard rounded involucre or “head”) + weed
 .






knar

 
/när /

 
knur /nər/






I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a knot or protuberance on a tree trunk or root.











– origin

 Middle English 
knarre

 (denoting a rugged rock or stone); related to Middle Low German 
knarre

 ‘knobbly protuberance’; compare with knur
 .





knave

 
/nāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a dishonest or unscrupulous man.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 another term for jack
 1
 in cards.








II.
 
derivatives





knavery

 
/ˈnāv(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cnafa

 ‘boy, servant’; related to German 
Knabe

 ‘boy.’





knavish

 
/ˈnāviSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 dishonest or unscrupulous




•
 
his knavish tricks will be frustrated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knavishly






adverb













2.
 
knavishness






noun





















knawel

 
/nôl/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing inconspicuous plant of the pink family, growing in temperate regions of the northern hemisphere.

[Genus 
Scleranthus

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from German 
Knauel

 , 
Knäuel

 ‘knotgrass.’





knead

 
/nēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work (moistened flour or clay) into dough or paste with the hands.




2.
 
make (bread or pottery) by kneading flour or clay.




3.
 
massage or squeeze with the hands




•
 
she kneaded his back.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kneadable






adjective













2.
 
kneader






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cnedan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kneden

 and German 
kneten

 .






knee

 
/nē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the joint between the thigh and the lower leg in humans.




2.
 
the corresponding or analogous joint in other animals.




3.
 
the upper surface of someone's thigh when sitting; a person's lap




•
 
they were eating their supper on their knees.










4.
 
the part of a garment covering the knee.




5.
 
an angled piece of wood or metal frame used to connect and support the beams and timbers of a wooden vessel; a triangular plate serving the same purpose in a modern vessel.




6.
 
an abrupt obtuse or approximately right-angled bend in a graph between parts where the slope varies smoothly.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone) with one's knee




•
 
she kneed him in the groin.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one's mother's (or father's) knee






at an early age.









2.
 
bend (or bow) the (or one's) knee






submit




•
 
a country no longer willing to 
bend its knee to

 foreign powers.















3.
 
bring someone/something to their/its knees






reduce someone or something to a state of weakness or submission.









4.
 
fall (or drop, sink, etc.) to one's knees






assume a kneeling position.









5.
 
on bended knee(s)






kneeling, especially when pleading or showing great respect




•
 
did he propose on bended knee?















6.
 
on one's knees





a.
 
in a kneeling position.




b.
 
on the verge of collapse




•
 
when they took over, the newspaper was on its knees.















7.
 
weak at the knees






overcome by a strong feeling, typically desire.















– origin

 Old English 
cnēow

 , 
cnēo

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
knie

 and German 
Knie

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
genu

 and Greek 
gonu

 .





knee action






noun




a form of independent front-wheel suspension in a motor vehicle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
knee-action wheels.



















knee bend






noun




an act of bending the knee, especially as a physical exercise in which the body is raised and lowered without the use of the hands.













kneeboard

 
/ˈnēbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a short board for surfing or waterskiing in a kneeling position.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kneeboarder






noun













2.
 
kneeboarding






noun





















knee boot






noun




a boot that reaches to the knee




•
 
she paired a bright yellow coat with brown suede knee boots.



















knee breeches

 
/nē ˈbriCHiz ˈbrēCHiz/






plural noun






‹archaic›

 short trousers worn by men and fastened at or just below the knee.














kneecap

 
/ˈnēˌkap/





I.
 
noun




the convex bone in front of the knee joint; the patella.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot (someone) in the knee or leg as a form of punishment


(as 
noun

 
kneecapping

 )


•
 
petty crimes are punished by kneecapping.



















knee-deep

 
/ˈˌnē ˈˌdēp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
immersed up to the knees




•
 
we were knee-deep in snow.










2.
 
having more than one needs or wants of something




•
 
we shall soon be knee-deep in conflicting legal views.










3.
 
so deep as to reach the knees




•
 
the water was knee-deep on Main Street.














II.
 
adverb




so as to be immersed up to the knees




•
 
I plodded knee-deep through the mud.



















knee-high

 
/ˈˌnē ˈˌhī/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




so high as to reach the knees


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
knee-high boots




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they were wading knee-high in the water.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
knee-highs

 )


1.
 
a sock or nylon stocking with an elasticized top that reaches to a person's knee.








III.
 
phrases





knee-high to a grasshopper








‹informal›

 very small or very young.

















kneehole

 
/ˈnēhōl/






noun




a space for the knees, especially one under a desk


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a kneehole desk.



















knee-jerk

 
/ˈnē ˈˌjərk/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a response) automatic and unthinking




•
 
a knee-jerk reaction.










2.
 
(of a person) responding in an automatic and unthinking way




•
 
knee-jerk radicals.














II.
 
noun




a sudden involuntary reflex kick caused by a blow on the tendon just below the knee.














kneel

 
/nēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be in or assume a position in which the body is supported by a knee or the knees, as when praying or showing submission




•
 
they 
knelt down

 and prayed.

















– origin

 Old English 
cnēowlian

 , from 
cnēow

 (see knee
 ).





knee-length

 
//






adjective




(especially of an item of clothing) reaching the knees




•
 
knee-length boots.



















kneeler

 
/ˈnēlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who kneels, especially in prayer.




2.
 
a cushion or bench for kneeling on.













knee pad






noun




a protective covering for the knee, worn especially when playing sports.













kneepan

 
/ˈnēpan/






noun




old-fashioned term for kneecap
 .













knee-slapper





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an uproariously funny joke.








II.
 
derivatives





knee-slapping






adjective





















knees-up

 
/ˈnē ˌzəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a lively party or gathering




•
 
we had a bit of a knees-up last night.



















knee-trembler






noun






‹informal›

 an act of sexual intercourse between people in a standing position.














knell

 
/nel /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sound of a bell, especially when rung solemnly for a death or funeral.




2.
 
used in reference to an announcement, event, or sound that warns of the end of something




•
 
the decision will probably 
toll the knell for

 the facility.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bell) ring solemnly, especially for a death or funeral.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — proclaim (something) by or as if by a knell.











– origin

 Old English 
cnyll

 (noun), 
cnyllan

 (verb); related to Dutch 
knal

 (noun), 
knallen

 (verb) ‘bang, pop, crack.’ The current spelling (dating from the 16th cent.) is perhaps influenced by bell
 1
 .





knelt

 
/nelt/






past and past participle of kneel
 .









Knesset

 
/k(ə)ˈnesət/





I.
 
the parliament of modern Israel, established in 1949. It consists of 120 members elected every four years.







– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘gathering.’





knew

 
/n(y)o͞o/






past of know
 .










knickerbocker

 
/ˈnikərˌbäkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
knickerbockers

 )
 — see knickers
 .




2.
 
(
Knickerbocker

 )
 — a New Yorker.




3.
 
a descendant of the original Dutch settlers in New York.








II.
 
derivatives





knickerbockered






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2): named after Diedrich 
Knickerbocker

 , pretended author of W. Irving's 
History of New York

 (1809). 
Sense

 1 is said to have arisen from the resemblance of knickerbockers to the breeches worn by Dutchmen in Cruikshank's illustrations in Irving's book.






knickers

 
/ˈnikərz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
(also 
knickerbockers

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 loose-fitting trousers gathered at the knee or calf.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a woman's or girl's underpants.








II.
 
phrases





get one's knickers in a twist








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 become upset or angry.












III.
 
derivatives





knickered






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (
sense

 1): abbreviation of 
knickerbockers

 (see knickerbocker
 ).






knickknack

 
/ˈniknak/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
knickknacks

 )


1.
 
a small worthless object, especially a household ornament.








II.
 
derivatives





knickknackery

 
/-ˌnakərē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘a petty trick’): reduplication of knack
 .






knife

 
/nīf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument composed of a blade fixed into a handle, used for cutting or as a weapon.




2.
 
a cutting blade forming part of a machine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stab (someone) with a knife.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cut like a knife




•
 
a shard of steel knifed through the mainsail.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
before you can say knife








‹informal›

 very quickly; almost instantaneously.









2.
 
(so thick that) you could cut (it) with a knife






(of an accent, atmosphere, or sentiment) very obvious




•
 
the patriotism was so thick that you could cut it with a knife




•
 
a southern accent you could cut with a knife.















3.
 
go (or be) under the knife








‹informal›

 have surgery.









4.
 
the knives are out (for someone)








‹informal›

 there is open hostility (toward someone).









5.
 
like a (hot) knife through butter






very easily; without any resistance or difficulty




•
 
antiaircraft fire would slice through the car like a hot knife through butter.















6.
 
stick (or get) the knife into (or in) someone








‹informal›

 do something hostile or aggressive to someone.









7.
 
twist (or turn) the knife (in the wound)






deliberately make someone's sufferings worse.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knifelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
knifer






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
cnīf

 , from Old Norse 
knífr

 , of Germanic origin.





knife block

 
/ˈnīf ˌbläk/






noun




a block of wood or other solid material, containing long grooves in which kitchen knives of various sizes can be inserted up to the handle.













knife crime






noun




criminal offenses committed using a knife as a weapon




•
 
the stabbing comes amid heightened concerns about levels of knife crime




•
 
a recent spate of knife crimes.



















knife edge






noun



1.
 
the edge of a knife.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of creases or pleats in a garment) very fine




•
 
knife-edge creases.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a tense or uncertain situation, especially one finely balanced between success and failure




•
 
they have been living on a knife edge since his libel action.










4.
 
a steel wedge on which a pendulum or other device oscillates or is balanced.




5.
 
a narrow, sharp ridge; an arête.













knife pleat






noun




a sharp, narrow pleat on a skirt made in one direction and typically overlapping another.













knifepoint

 
/ˈnīfˌpoint/





I.
 
noun




the pointed end of a knife.








II.
 
phrases





at knifepoint






under threat of injury from a knife




•
 
he was mugged at knifepoint.























knife-throwing

 
/ˈnīfˌTHrōiNG/





I.
 
noun




a circus act or other entertainment in which knives are thrown at a target.








II.
 
derivatives





knife-thrower






noun





















knight

 
/nīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Middle Ages) a man who served his sovereign or lord as a mounted soldier in armor.




2.
 
(in the Middle Ages) a man raised by a sovereign to honorable military rank after service as a page and squire.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a man devoted to the service of a woman or a cause




•
 
in all your quarrels I will be your knight.










4.
 


‹dated›

 (in ancient Rome) a member of the class of equites.




5.
 
(in ancient Greece) a citizen of the second class in Athens.




6.
 
(in the UK) a man awarded a nonhereditary title by the sovereign in recognition of merit or service and entitled to use the honorific “Sir” in front of his name.




7.
 
a chess piece, typically with its top shaped like a horse's head, that moves by jumping to the opposite corner of a rectangle two squares by three.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be knighted

 )


1.
 
invest (someone) with the title of knight.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
knight in shining armor (or knight on a white charger)






an idealized or chivalrous man who comes to the rescue of a woman in a difficult situation.









2.
 
knight of the road








‹informal›

 a man who frequents the roads, for example, a traveling salesman, a vagrant, or (formerly) a highwayman.















– origin

 Old English 
cniht

 ‘boy, youth, servant’; related to Dutch 
knecht

 and German 
Knecht

 . 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 16th cent.; the uses relating to Greek and Roman history derive from comparison with medieval knights.





Knight, Bobby

 
/nīt/






(1940–) US basketball coach; full name 
Robert Montgomery Knight

 . Noted for his 902 career wins, he spent most of his career (1963–2008) at Indiana University. He also coached the 1984 gold medal US Olympic team.









Knight, John S.






(1894–1981) US newspaper publisher; full name 
John Shively Knight

 . He merged his newspapers in Detroit, Chicago, New York, and other large cities with the Ridder Publications chain in 1974 to form Knight–Ridder Newspapers, Inc.









knight bachelor






noun




a knight not belonging to any particular order.














knight errant

 
/ˈnīt ˈerənt/





I.
 
noun




a medieval knight wandering in search of chivalrous adventures.








II.
 
derivatives





knight-errantry

 
/ˈnīt ˈerəntrē /






noun





















knighthood

 
/ˈnītˌho͝od/






noun




the title, rank, or status of a knight




•
 
he received a knighthood




•
 
the basis of feudal knighthood.



















knightly

 
/ˈnītlē/





I.
 
adjective




associated with or typical of a knight; chivalrous




•
 
a knightly quest.














II.
 
derivatives





knightliness

 
/ˈnītlēnəs /






noun





















Knightsbridge

 
/ˈnītsbrij/






a district in the West End of London, to the south of Hyde Park, noted for its fashionable and expensive shops.









Knights Hospitaller






a military and religious order founded as the Knights of the Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in the 11th century.









Knights Templar






a religious and military order for the protection of pilgrims to the Holy Land, founded as the Poor Knights of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon in 1118.









knish

 
/k(ə)ˈniSH/





I.
 
noun




a dumpling of dough that is stuffed with a filling and baked or fried.











– origin

 Yiddish, from Russian 
knish

 , 
knysh

 , denoting a kind of bun or dumpling.






knit

 
/nit/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a garment, blanket, etc.) by interlocking loops of wool or other yarn with knitting needles or on a machine.




2.
 
make (a stitch or row of stitches) by interlocking loops of yarn.




3.
 
knit with a knit stitch




•
 
knit one, purl one.










4.
 
unite or cause to unite


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
disparate regions had begun to 
knit together

 under the king




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
knitted together

 a squad of players other clubs had disregarded




•
 (
knit

 )
 
a closely knit family.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of parts of a broken bone) become joined during healing.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tighten (one's brow or eyebrows) in a frown of concentration, disapproval, or anxiety.








II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a knitting stitch made by putting the needle through the front of the stitch from left to right.

Compare with purl
 1
 .








III.
 
noun



1.
 
a knitted fabric




•
 
a machine-washable knit.










2.
 
a garment made of a knitted fabric




•
 
an array of casual knits.














IV.
 
derivatives





knitter

 
/ˈnidər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cnyttan

 ; related to German dialect 
knütten

 , also to knot
 1
 . The original sense was ‘tie in or with a knot,’ hence ‘join, unite’ (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb); an obsolete Middle English sense ‘knot string to make a net’ gave rise to 
sense

 1 
of the

 verb.





knitbone

 
/ˈnitbōn/






noun




another term for comfrey
 .













knitting

 
/ˈnidiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the craft or action of knitting.




2.
 
material that is in the process of being knitted




•
 
I put down my knitting.














II.
 
phrases





stick (or tend) to the (or one's) knitting








‹informal›

 (of a person or an organization) concentrate on a familiar area of activity rather than diversify; mind one's own business.

















knitting machine






noun




a machine with a bank of needles on which garments can be knitted.













knitting needle






noun




a long, thin, pointed rod used as part of a pair for knitting by hand.













knitwear

 
/ˈnitˌwer/






noun




knitted garments.













knives

 
/nīvz/






plural form of knife
 .










knob

 
/näb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded lump or ball, especially at the end or on the surface of something.




2.
 
a handle on a door or drawer shaped like a ball.




3.
 
a rounded button for adjusting or controlling a machine.




4.
 
a small lump of a substance




•
 
add 
a knob of

 butter or margarine.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a prominent round hill.




6.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.








II.
 
phrases





with (brass) knobs on








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 and something more




•
 
it's evocative, with knobs on.







[with allusion to the addition of decorative knobs to an object as an embellishment.]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knobbed

 
/näbd /






adjective













2.
 
knobby

 
/ˈnäbē /






adjective













3.
 
knoblike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German 
knobbe

 ‘knot, knob, bud.’





knobbly

 
/ˈnäblē/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 having lumps that give a misshapen appearance




•
 
knobbly potatoes.



















knobhead

 
/ˈnäbˌ(h)ed/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a stupid person.













knobkerrie

 
/ˈnäbˌkerē /

 
knobkierie





I.
 
noun




a short stick with a knobbed head, traditionally used as a weapon by the indigenous peoples of South Africa.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat with a knobkerrie.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from knob
 + 
-kerrie

 (from Nama 
kieri

 ‘knobkerrie’), suggested by Afrikaans 
knopkierie

 .






knock

 
/näk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — strike a surface noisily to attract attention, especially when waiting to be let in through a door




•
 
I 
knocked on

 the kitchen door.










2.
 
strike or thump together or against something




•
 
my knees were knocking and my lips quivering.










3.
 
(of a motor or other engine) make a regular thumping or rattling noise because of improper ignition.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — collide with (someone or something), giving them a hard blow




•
 
he deliberately ran into her, knocking her shoulder




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
knocked into

 an elderly man.










5.
 
force to move or fall with a deliberate or accidental blow or collision




•
 
he'd 
knocked over

 a glass of water.










6.
 
injure or damage by striking




•
 
she knocked her knee painfully on the table




•
 


‹figurative›

 you have had a setback that has knocked your self-esteem.










7.
 
make (a hole or a dent) in something by striking it forcefully




•
 
he suggests we knock a hole through the wall into the broom closet.










8.
 
demolish the barriers between (rooms or buildings)




•
 
two of the downstairs rooms had been 
knocked into one

 .










9.
 


‹informal›

 talk disparagingly about; criticize.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden short sound caused by a blow, especially on a door to attract attention or gain entry.




2.
 
a continual thumping or rattling sound made by an engine because of improper ignition.




3.
 
a blow or collision




•
 
the casing is tough enough to withstand knocks.










4.
 
an injury caused by a blow or collision.




5.
 
a discouraging experience; a setback




•
 
the region's industries have taken a severe knock.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a critical comment.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
knock someone's block off








‹informal›

 hit someone very hard in anger.









2.
 
knock the bottom out of






see bottom
 .









3.
 
knock someone dead








‹informal›

 greatly impress someone.









4.
 
knock someone for six






see six
 .









5.
 
knock someone for a loop






see loop
 .









6.
 
knock people's heads together






see knock
 at bang
 1
 .









7.
 
knock something into a cocked hat






see cocked hat
 .









8.
 
knock someone into the middle of next week








‹informal›

 hit someone very hard.









9.
 
knock someone/something into shape






see shape
 .









10.
 
knock it off








‹informal›

 used to tell someone to stop doing something that one finds annoying or foolish.









11.
 
knock someone on the head






stun or kill someone by a blow on the head.









12.
 
knock on wood






see wood
 .









13.
 
knock someone's socks off






see sock
 .









14.
 
the school of hard knocks






painful or difficult experiences that are seen to be useful in teaching someone about life.









15.
 
you could have knocked me (or her, him, etc.) down (or over) with a feather








‹informal›

 used to express great surprise.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
knock around (or about)

 

‹informal›






a.
 
travel without a specific purpose




•
 
for a couple of years she and I knocked around the Mediterranean.










b.
 
happen to be present




•
 
it gets confusing when there are too many people knocking about.










c.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 spend time with someone




•
 
she 
knocked around with

 artists.















2.
 
knock someone/something about (or around)






injure or damage someone or something by rough treatment.









3.
 
knock something back








‹informal›

 consume a drink quickly and entirely




•
 
we knocked back a few beers.















4.
 
knock someone down








(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person or vehicle) strike or collide with someone so as to cause them to fall to the ground.









5.
 
knock something down





a.
 
demolish a building.




b.
 
take machinery or furniture to pieces for transportation.




c.
 
(at an auction) confirm the sale of an article to a bidder by a knock with a hammer.




d.
 


‹informal›

 reduce the price of an article.




e.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 earn a specified sum as a wage.









6.
 
knock off








‹informal›

 stop work.









7.
 
knock someone off





a.
 


‹informal›

 kill someone.




b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with a woman.









8.
 
knock something off





a.
 


‹informal›

 produce a piece of work quickly and easily, especially to order.




b.
 


‹informal›

 deduct an amount from a total




•
 
when the bill came, they knocked off $600 because of a little scratch.










c.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 steal something.




d.
 


‹informal›

 make an illegal copy of a product.









9.
 
knock someone out





a.
 
make a person unconscious, typically with a blow to the head.




b.
 
knock down (a boxer) for a count of ten, thereby winning the contest.




c.
 
(
knock oneself out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 work so hard that one is exhausted.




d.
 


‹informal›

 astonish or greatly impress someone.









10.
 
knock something out





a.
 
destroy a machine or damage it so that it stops working.




b.
 
destroy or disable enemy installations or equipment.




c.
 


‹informal›

 produce work at a steady fast rate




•
 
if you knock out a thousand words a day you'll soon have it finished.










d.
 
empty a tobacco pipe by tapping it against a surface.









11.
 
knock someone over






another way of saying knock someone down
 .









12.
 
knock something over








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rob a store or similar establishment




•
 
they knocked over a liquor store.















13.
 
knock someone sideways








‹informal›

 astonish someone.









14.
 
knock something together






assemble something in a hasty and makeshift way.









15.
 
knock someone up





a.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 make a woman pregnant.




b.
 


(Brit.)

 knock at someone's door.















– origin

 Old English 
cnocian

 , of imitative origin.





knockabout

 
/ˈnäkəˌbout/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting a rough, slapstick comic performance.




2.
 
(of clothes) suitable for rough use.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough, slapstick comic performance.




2.
 


(US)

 a tramp or vagrant.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small yacht or dinghy.













knockdown

 
/ˈnäkdoun/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a price) very low.

[used earlier to refer to reserve prices set at an auction.]




2.
 
capable of knocking down or overwhelming someone or something




•
 
repeated knockdown blows.










3.
 
(of furniture) easily dismantled and reassembled.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Boxing]

 an act of knocking an opponent down.




2.
 
(also 
knockdown pitch

 )
 — 

[Boxing]

 
[Baseball]

 a pitch aimed so close to the body that the batter must drop to the ground to avoid being hit




•
 
the catcher gave the sign for a knockdown pitch.










3.
 


[Boxing]

 
[Sailing]

 an instance of a vessel being knocked on its side by the force of the wind.













knock-down-drag-out






noun






‹informal›

 a free-for-all fight


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
knock-down-drag-out fights.



















knocker

 
/ˈnäkər/






noun



1.
 
short for door knocker
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who continually finds fault.




3.
 
(
knockers

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's breasts.













knock knees

 
/ˈnäk ˌnēz/





I.
 
plural noun




a condition in which the legs curve inward so that the feet are apart when the knees are touching.








II.
 
derivatives





knock-kneed

 
/ˈnäk ˈˌnēd /






adjective





















knockoff

 
/ˈnäkäf/






noun






‹informal›

 a copy or imitation, especially of an expensive or designer product


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
knockoff merchandise.



















knockout

 
/ˈnäkˌout/






noun



1.
 
an act of knocking someone out, especially in boxing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a knockout blow.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an extremely attractive or impressive person or thing




•
 
he must have been a knockout when he was young.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a tournament in which the loser in each round is eliminated.













knockout drops






plural noun




a drug in liquid form added to a drink to cause unconsciousness.













knockout mouse






noun






[Genetics]

 a mouse whose DNA has been genetically engineered so that it does not express particular proteins.













Knole sofa

 
/ˈnōl ˌsōfə/





I.
 
noun




a sofa with adjustable sides allowing conversion into a bed.











– origin

 1940s: named after 
Knole

 Park, Kent, England, site of the original sofa (
c.

 1605–20) from which others were designed.





knoll1


 
/nōl/





I.
 
noun




a small hill or mound.











– origin

 Old English 
cnoll

 ‘hilltop,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Knolle

 ‘clod, lump, tuber’ and Dutch 
knol

 ‘tuber, turnip.’





knoll2


 
/nōl/





I.
 
verb, noun




archaic form of knell
 .











– origin

 Middle English: probably an imitative alteration of knell
 .






knop

 
/näp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a knob, especially an ornamental one, for example in the stem of a wine glass.




2.
 
an ornamental loop or tuft in yarn.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
knoppe

 .





Knopf, Alfred A.

 
/(kə)ˈnäpf/






(1892–1984) US publisher; full name 
Alfred Abraham Knopf

 . He founded Alfred A. Knopf, a publishing firm, in 1915.









Knossos

 
/ˈnäsəs/






the principal city of Minoan Crete, the remains of which are situated on the northern coast of Crete. The city site was occupied from Neolithic times until 
c.

 1200 
BC

 . Excavations by Sir Arthur Evans from 1899 revealed the remains of a luxurious palace, which he called the Palace of Minos.










knot1


 
/nät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fastening made by tying a piece of string, rope, or something similar




•
 
tie a knot at the end of the cord




•
 


‹figurative›

 a complicated knot of racial politics and pride.










2.
 
a particular method of tying a knot




•
 
you need to master two knots, the clove hitch and the sheet bend.










3.
 
a tied or folded ribbon, worn as an ornament.




4.
 
a tangled mass in something such as hair.




5.
 
a knob, protuberance, or node in a stem, branch, or root.




6.
 
a hard mass formed in a tree trunk at the intersection with a branch, resulting in a round cross-grained piece in timber when cut through.




7.
 
a hard lump of tissue in an animal or human body.




8.
 
an unpleasant feeling of tightness or tension in a part of the body




•
 
her stomach was 
in knots

 as she unlocked the door.










9.
 
a small tightly packed group of people




•
 
the little 
knot of

 people clustered around the doorway.










10.
 
a unit of speed equivalent to one nautical mile per hour, used especially of ships, aircraft, and winds.




11.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a length marked by knots on a log line, as a measure of speed




•
 
some days the vessel 
logged

 12 
knots

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten with a knot




•
 
the scarves were knotted loosely around their throats.










2.
 
make (a carpet or other decorative item) with knots.




3.
 
make (something, especially hair) tangled.




4.
 
cause (a muscle) to become tense and hard.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the stomach) tighten as a result of nervousness or tension.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
tie someone (up) in knots








‹informal›

 make someone completely confused




•
 
they 
tied themselves in knots

 over what to call the country.















2.
 
tie the knot








‹informal›

 get married.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knotless






adjective













2.
 
knotter






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cnotta

 ; related to Dutch 
knot

 .





knot2


 
/nät/





I.
 
noun




a small, relatively short-billed sandpiper, with a reddish-brown or blackish breast in the breeding season.

[Genus 
Calidris

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : two species, in particular the 
red knot

 (
C. canutus

 ), which breeds in the Arctic and winters in the southern hemisphere.]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





knot garden






noun




a formal garden laid out in an intricate design.













knotgrass

 
/ˈnätɡras/






noun



1.
 
a common Eurasian plant of the dock family, with jointed creeping stems and small pink flowers. It is a serious weed in some areas.

[Genus 
Polygonum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. aviculare

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of other plants, especially grasses, with jointed stems.













knothole

 
/ˈnäthōl/






noun




a hole in a piece of timber where a knot has fallen out, or in a tree trunk where a branch has decayed.













knotting

 
/ˈnädiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or craft of tying knots in yarn or string to make carpets or other decorative items.




2.
 
the knots tied in a carpet or other item.














knotty

 
/ˈnädē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of knots




•
 
the room was paneled in knotty pine.










2.
 
(of a problem or matter) extremely difficult or intricate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knottily

 
/ˈnätəlē /






adverb













2.
 
knottiness

 
/ˈnädēnəs /






noun





















knotweed

 
/ˈnätwēd/






noun



1.
 
a plant of the dock family that typically has sheaths where the leaves join the stems. It is often an invasive weed.

[
Polygonum

 and other genera, family 
Polygonaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Japanese knotweed

 .]




2.
 
knotgrass.













knout

 
/nout/





I.
 
noun




(in imperial Russia) a whip used to inflict punishment, often causing death.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flog (someone) with a knout.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from Russian 
knut

 , from Old Norse 
knútr

 ; related to knot
 1
 .






know

 
/nō/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — be aware of through observation, inquiry, or information




•
 
most people know that CFCs can damage the ozone layer




•
 
I know what I'm doing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have knowledge or information concerning




•
 
I would write to him if I knew his address




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
know of

 one local who shot himself.










3.
 
be absolutely certain or sure about something




•
 
I just knew it was something I wanted to do




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I knew it!










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have developed a relationship with (someone) through meeting and spending time with them; be familiar or friendly with




•
 
he knew and respected Laura.










5.
 
have a good command of (a subject or language).




6.
 
recognize (someone or something)




•
 
Isabel couldn't hear the words clearly, but she knew the voice.










7.
 
be familiar or acquainted with (something)




•
 
a little restaurant she knew near Times Square.










8.
 
have personal experience of (an emotion or situation)




•
 
a man who had known better times.










9.
 
(usu. 
be known as

 )
 — regard or perceive as having a specified characteristic




•
 
he is also known as an amateur painter.










10.
 
(usu. 
be known as

 )
 — give (someone or something) a particular name or title




•
 
the doctor was universally known as “Hubert.”










11.
 
(
know someone/something from

 )
 — be able to distinguish one person or thing from (another)




•
 
you are convinced you know your own baby from any other in the world.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 have sexual intercourse with (someone).

[a Hebraism that has passed into modern languages; compare with German 
erkennen

 , French 
connaître

 .]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
all one knows





a.
 
used to emphasize the limited nature of one's knowledge concerning something




•
 
all I knew was that she was a schoolteacher.










b.
 
used to emphasize the importance or significance of the following fact or facts




•
 
all she knew was that she was cold and hungry and thirsty.















2.
 
and one knows it






said to emphasize that someone is well aware of a fact although they might pretend otherwise




•
 
the senator's priorities do not add up and he knows it.















3.
 
—— as we know it






as is familiar or customary in the present




•
 
by the year 2000 management as we know it will not exist.















4.
 
before one knows where one is (or before one knows it)








‹informal›

 with baffling speed.









5.
 
be in the know






be aware of something known only to a few people




•
 
he had a tip from a friend in the know: the horse was a sure bet.















6.
 
be not to know






have no way of being aware of




•
 
you weren't to know he was about to die.















7.
 
don't I know it!








‹informal›

 used as an expression of rueful assent or agreement.









8.
 
don't you know








‹informal›

 used to emphasize what one has just said or is about to say




•
 
I was, don't you know, a great automobile enthusiast in those days.















9.
 
for all someone knows






used to express the limited scope or extent of one's information




•
 
she could be dead for all I know.















10.
 
God (or goodness or heaven) knows





a.
 
used to emphasize that one does not know something




•
 
God knows what else they might find.










b.
 
used to emphasize the truth of a statement




•
 
God knows, we deserve a glass of bubbly after all these years.















11.
 
I know





a.
 
I agree




•
 
“It's not the same without Rosie.” “I know.”










b.
 
(also 
I know what

 )
 — I have a new idea or suggestion




•
 
I know what, let's do it now.















12.
 
know best






have better knowledge or more appropriate skills.









13.
 
know better than






be wise or polite enough to avoid doing a particular thing




•
 
you ought to know better than to ask that.















14.
 
know someone by sight






recognize someone by their appearance without knowing their name or being so well acquainted as to talk to them.









15.
 
know different (or otherwise)






be aware of information or evidence to the contrary.









16.
 
know something for a fact






be aware of something that is irrefutable or beyond doubt




•
 
I know for a fact that he can't speak a word of Japanese.















17.
 
know someone in the biblical sense








‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 have sexual intercourse with someone.









18.
 
know no bounds






have no limits




•
 
their courage knows no bounds.















19.
 
know one's own mind






be decisive and certain.









20.
 
know one's way around






be familiar with (an area, procedure, or subject).









21.
 
know the ropes






have experience of the appropriate procedures.

[with reference to ropes used in sailing.]









22.
 
know what's what








‹informal›

 be experienced and competent in a particular area.









23.
 
know who's who






be aware of the identity and status of each person.









24.
 
let it be (or make something) known






ensure that people are informed about something, especially via a third party


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the commissioner let it be known that he was not seeking reappointment.















25.
 
not know from nothing








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be totally ignorant, either generally or concerning something in particular




•
 
she shakes her head while you talk, as if to say you don't know from nothing.















26.
 
not know the first thing about






have not the slightest idea about (something).









27.
 
not know that








‹informal›

 used to express one's doubts about one's ability to do something




•
 
I don't know that I can sum up my meaning on paper.















28.
 
not know what to do with oneself






be at a loss as to know what to do, typically through boredom, embarrassment, or anxiety.









29.
 
not know where (or which way) to look






feel great embarrassment and not know how to react.









30.
 
not want to know








‹informal›

 refuse to react or take notice




•
 
they just didn't want to know when I gave my side of the story.















31.
 
what does —— know?








‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone knows nothing about the subject in question




•
 
what does he know about football, anyway?















32.
 
what do you know (about that)?








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as an expression of surprise.









33.
 
wouldn't you like to know?








‹informal›

 used to express the speaker's firm intention not to reveal something in spite of a questioner's curiosity




•
 
“You're dating him, aren't you?” “Wouldn't you like to know?”















34.
 
you know





a.
 


‹informal›

 used to imply that what is being referred to is known to or understood by the listener




•
 
when in Rome, you know.










b.
 
used as a gap-filler in conversation




•
 
well, you know, I was wondering if you had any jobs for me.















35.
 
you know something (or what)?








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one is going to say something interesting or surprising




•
 
you know what? I believed her.















36.
 
you never know








‹informal›

 you can never be certain; it's impossible to predict.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knowable

 
/ˈnōəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
knower

 
/ˈnōr /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cnāwan

 (earlier 
gecnāwan

 ) ‘recognize, identify,’ of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
(g)noscere

 , Greek 
gignōskein

 , also by can
 1
 and ken
 .





knowbot

 
/ˈnōbät/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a program on a network (especially the Internet) that operates independently and has reasoning and decision-making capabilities.











– origin

 1980s: from 
knowledgeable robot

 .





know-how

 
/ˈnō ˌhou/






noun




practical knowledge or skill; expertise




•
 
technical know-how.



















knowing

 
/ˈnōiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or suggesting that one has knowledge or awareness that is secret or known to only a few people




•
 
a knowing smile.










2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 experienced or shrewd, especially excessively or prematurely so




•
 
today's society is too knowing, too corrupt.










3.
 
done in full awareness or consciousness




•
 
a knowing breach of the order by the appellants.














II.
 
noun




the state of being aware or informed.








III.
 
phrases





there is no knowing






no one can tell.












IV.
 
derivatives





knowingness






noun





















knowingly

 
/ˈnōiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that suggests one has secret knowledge or awareness




•
 
Amy looked at me knowingly.










2.
 
in full awareness or consciousness; deliberately




•
 
when a journalist knowingly misleads the readers.



















know-it-all

 
/ˈnō əd ˈˌôl/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who behaves as if they know everything.














knowledge

 
/ˈnäləj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
facts, information, and skills acquired by a person through experience or education; the theoretical or practical understanding of a subject




•
 
a thirst for knowledge




•
 
her considerable 
knowledge of

 antiques.










2.
 
what is known in a particular field or in total; facts and information




•
 
the transmission of knowledge.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 true, justified belief; certain understanding, as opposed to opinion.




4.
 
awareness or familiarity gained by experience of a fact or situation




•
 
the program had been developed 
without his knowledge






•
 
he denied all knowledge of the overnight incidents.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
come to one's knowledge






become known to one.









2.
 
to (the best of) my knowledge





a.
 
so far as I know




•
 
the text is free of factual errors. to the best of my knowledge.










b.
 
as I know for certain.















– origin

 Middle English (originally as a verb in the sense ‘acknowledge, recognize,’ later as a noun): from an Old English compound based on 
cnāwan

 (see know
 ).





knowledgeable

 
/ˈnäləjəb(ə)l /

 
knowledgable





I.
 
adjective




intelligent and well informed




•
 
she is very knowledgeable about livestock and pedigrees.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
knowledgeability

 
/ˌnälijəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
knowledgeably

 
/ˈnäləjəblē /






adverb





















knowledge base






noun



1.
 
a store of information or data that is available to draw on.




2.
 
the underlying set of facts, assumptions, and rules that a computer system has available to solve a problem.













knowledge-based






adjective



1.
 
founded on an accumulation of facts or information




•
 
a knowledge-based economy




•
 
knowledge-based technical capabilities.










2.
 
(of a computer system) incorporating an underlying set of facts, assumptions, and rules.













knowledge economy

 
/ˌnäːlijiˈkäːnəmē/






noun




an economy in which growth is dependent on the quantity, quality, and accessibility of the information available, rather than on the means of production.













knowledge management

 
/ˌnälij ˈmanəjmənt/






noun




efficient handling of information and resources within a commercial organization.













knowledge worker






noun






[Computing]

 a person whose job involves handling or using information.













known

 
/nōn/





I.
 
past participle of know
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
recognized, familiar, or within the scope of knowledge




•
 
bivalved crustaceans little 
known to

 nonprofessionals




•
 
the known world.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — publicly acknowledged to be




•
 
a known criminal.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a quantity or variable) having a value that can be stated.













know-nothing

 
/ˈnōˌnəTHiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ignorant person.




2.
 
(
Know-Nothing

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a member of a political party in the US, prominent from 1853 to 1856, that was antagonistic toward Roman Catholics and recent immigrants and whose members preserved its secrecy by denying its existence.








II.
 
derivatives





know-nothingism






noun





















Knox, Henry

 
/näks/






(1750–1806) American military officer. He served in the American Revolution and then became the first US secretary of war 1785–94.









Knox, John






(
c.

 1505–72), Scottish Protestant reformer. He played an important part in the establishment of the Church of Scotland within a Scottish Protestant state.









Knoxville

 
/ˈnäksˌvil, -vəl/






a port on the Tennessee River, in eastern Tennessee; pop. 184,802 (est. 2008). Twice the state capital (1796–1812 and 1817–19), it is now the headquarters of the Tennessee Valley Authority.









Knt.






abbreviation




Knight.














knuckle

 
/ˈnək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of a finger at a joint where the bone is near the surface, especially where the finger joins the hand




•
 
Charlotte rapped on the window with her knuckles.










2.
 
a projection of the carpal or tarsal joint of a quadruped.




3.
 
a cut of meat consisting of an animal's knuckle together with the adjoining parts




•
 
a knuckle of pork.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub or press (something, especially the eyes) with the knuckles.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





knuckle down





a.
 
apply oneself seriously to a task.




b.
 
(also 
knuckle under

 )
 — give in; submit.












IV.
 
derivatives





knuckly






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
knokel

 (originally denoting the rounded shape when a joint such as the elbow or knee is bent), from Middle Low German, Middle Dutch 
knökel

 , diminutive of 
knoke

 ‘bone.’ In the mid 18th cent. the verb 
knuckle (down)

 expressed setting the knuckles down to shoot the taw in a game of marbles, hence the notion of applying oneself with concentration.





knuckleball

 
/ˈnəkəlˌbôl /

 
knuckler





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 a slow pitch that has virtually no spin and moves erratically, typically made by releasing the ball from between the thumb and the knuckles of the first joints of the index and middle finger.








II.
 
derivatives





knuckleballer






noun





















knucklebone

 
/ˈnəkəlˌbōn/






noun



1.
 
a bone forming or corresponding to a knuckle.




2.
 
a knuckle of meat.




3.
 
(
knucklebones

 )
 — animal knucklebones used in the game of jacks.




4.
 
the game of jacks.













knuckle-dragger





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid or loutish person.








II.
 
derivatives





knuckle-dragging






adjective





















knuckleduster

 
/ˈnəkəlˌdəstər/






noun




a metal guard worn over the knuckles in fighting to increase the effect of blows.













knucklehead

 
/ˈnəkəlˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.













knuckle joint

 
/ˈnəkəl joint/






noun




a joint connecting two parts of a mechanism, in which a projection in one fits into a recess in the other.













knuckle sandwich






noun






‹informal›

 a punch in the mouth.














knur

 
/nər/






noun




variant form of knar
 .













knurl

 
/nərl/





I.
 
noun




a small projecting knob or ridge, especially in a series around the edge of something.








II.
 
derivatives





knurled

 
/nərld /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently a derivative of knur
 .





KO

 
/ˌkāˈō /

 

‹Boxing informal›






I.
 
noun




a knockout in a boxing match.

See also kayo
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
knock (an opponent) out in a boxing match.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





koa

 
/ˈkōə/





I.
 
noun




a large Hawaiian forest tree that yields dark red timber.

[
Acacia koa

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hawaiian.






koala

 
/kōˈälə/





I.
 
noun




a bearlike arboreal Australian marsupial that has thick gray fur and feeds on eucalyptus leaves.

Also called native bear
 in Australia. [
Phascolarctos cinereus

 , the only member of the family 
Phascolarctidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk. / 
usage:

 In nontechnical contexts, 
koala bear

 (as opposed to 
koala

 ) is widely used. Zoologists, however, regard this form as incorrect on the grounds that, despite appearances, koalas are completely unrelated to bears.





koan

 
/ˈkōän/





I.
 
noun




a paradoxical anecdote or riddle, used in Zen Buddhism to demonstrate the inadequacy of logical reasoning and to provoke enlightenment.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘matter for public thought,’ from Chinese 
gōngàn

 ‘official business.’





kob

 
/käb, kōb/





I.
 
noun




an antelope with a reddish coat and lyre-shaped horns, found on the savannas of southern Africa.

[
Kobus kob

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Wolof 
kooba

 .





Kobe

 
/ˈkōbā, -bē/






a port in central Japan, on the island of Honshu; pop. 1,502,772 (2007). The city was severely damaged by an earthquake in 1995.










København

 
/ˈkōbənhoun/






Danish name for Copenhagen
 .









kobo

 
/ˈkōbō/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Nigeria, equal to one hundredth of a naira.











– origin

 corruption of copper
 1
 .






kobold

 
/ˈkōbôld/





I.
 
noun






[Germanic Mythology]

 a spirit that haunts houses or lives underground in caves or mines.











– origin

 German 
Kobold

 .





Koch, Robert

 
/kôKH/






(1843–1910), German bacteriologist. He identified the organisms that cause anthrax, tuberculosis, and cholera. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1905).









Köchel number

 
/ˈkərSHəl, ˈkərkəl, ˈkœKHəl/






noun






[Music]

 a number given to each of Mozart's compositions in the complete catalog of his works compiled by the Austrian scientist Ludwig von Köchel (1800–77) and his successors.














Kochi

 
/kōˈCHē/






a seaport and naval base on the Malabar Coast of southwestern India, in the state of Kerala; pop. 254,500 (est. 2009).

Former name Cochin
 1
 .










kochia

 
/ˈkōkēə/





I.
 
noun




a shrubby Eurasian plant of the goosefoot family, grown for its decorative foliage, which turns deep fiery red in the autumn.

Also called burning bush
 , summer cypress
 . [
Bassia scoparia

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Wilhelm D. J. 
Koch

 (1771–1849), German botanist.





Kodály, Zoltán

 
/kōˈdī(yə), ˈkōdī/






(1882–1967), Hungarian composer. He was deeply involved in the collection and publication of Hungarian folk songs. His works include 
Psalmus Hungaricus

 (1923) and the opera 
Háry János

 (1925–27).









Kodiak bear

 
/ˈkōdēak ˌber/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a large race of the North American brown bear or grizzly, found on islands to the south of Alaska.

[
Ursus arctos middendorffi

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Kodiak

 Island, Alaska.





Kodiak Island

 
/ˌkōdēak ˈīlənd/






an island in the Gulf of Alaska, in southwestern Alaska, noted for its wildlife and sites of early European settlement.









koel

 
/ˈkōəl/





I.
 
noun




an Asian and Australasian cuckoo with a call that resembles its name, the male typically having all-black plumage.

[Genus 
Eudynamys

 , family 
Cuculidae

 : one or two species, in particular 
E. scolopacea

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
koël

 , from Sanskrit 
kokila

 in the same sense.





K of C






abbreviation




Knights of Columbus.













K of P






abbreviation




Knights of Pythias.













kofta

 
/ˈkôftə/





I.
 
noun




(in Middle Eastern and Indian cooking) a spiced meatball.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian, literally ‘pounded meat.’





kohen

 
/ˈkōhān, ˈkōən, kōˈhān /

 
cohen





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 a member of the priestly class, having certain rights and duties in the synagogue.











– origin

 from Hebrew, literally ‘priest.’





Kohima

 
/ˈkōhēmə/






a city in far northeastern India, capital of the state of Nagaland; pop. 103,200 (est. 2009).









Koh-i-noor

 
/ˌkōēˈno͝or/





I.
 
a famous Indian diamond that has a history going back to the 14th century. It passed into British possession on the annexation of Punjab in 1849 and was set in the queen's state crown for the coronation of George VI (1937).







– origin

 from Persian 
kōh-i nūr

 ‘mountain of light.’





kohl

 
/kōl/





I.
 
noun




a black powder, usually antimony sulfide or lead sulfide, used as eye makeup especially in Eastern countries.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Arabic 
kuḥl

 .





Kohl, Helmut

 
/kōl/






(1930–), German statesman; chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 1982–90, and of Germany 1990–98. As chancellor, he showed a strong commitment to NATO and to closer ties within the EU.









kohlrabi

 
/ˌkōlˈräbē/





I.
 
noun




a cabbage of a variety with an edible turniplike swollen stem.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via German from Italian 
cavoli rape

 , plural of 
cavolo rapa

 , from medieval Latin 
caulorapa

 , from Latin 
caulis

 (see cole
 ) + 
rapum

 , 
rapa

 ‘turnip’; compare with French 
chou-rave

 .





koi

 
/koi /

 
koi carp





I.
 
noun




a common carp of a large ornamental variety, originally bred in Japan.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Japanese, ‘carp.’





koine

 
/koiˈnā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the common language of the Greeks from the close of the classical period to the Byzantine era.




2.
 
a common language shared by various peoples; a lingua franca.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
koinē (dialektos

 ) ‘common (language).’





koinonia

 
/ˌkoinəˈnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Theology]

 Christian fellowship or communion, with God or, more commonly, with fellow Christians.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
koinōnia

 ‘fellowship.’






kokanee

 
/kōˈkanē/





I.
 
noun




a sockeye salmon of a dwarf variety that lives in landlocked lakes in western North America.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Interior Salish.





Kokomo

 
/ˈkōkəˌmō/






an industrial city in north central Indiana; pop. 45,694 (est. 2008).









Kokopelli

 
/ˌkōkəˈpeli/






a fertility god of the southwestern Native American culture. Depicted as a hunchbacked flute player, he is known as a playful prankster and storyteller.









Kola Peninsula

 
/ˌkōlə pəˈninsələ/






a peninsula on the northwestern coast of Russia, that separates the White Sea from the Barents Sea. The port of Murmansk lies on its north coast.









Kolhapur

 
/kōlˈhaˌpo͝or/






an industrial city in the state of Maharashtra, in western India; pop. 562,000 (est. 2009).









kolinsky

 
/kəˈlinskē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark brown weasel with a bushy tail, found from Siberia to Japan.

[
Mustela sibirica

 , family 
Mustelidae

 . Alternative name: 
Siberian weasel

 .]




2.
 
the fur of the kolinsky.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the place name 
Kola

 , a port in northwestern Russia, + the pseudo-Russian ending 
-insky

 .






Kolkata

 
/kōlˈkädə kôlˈkädə kälˈkädə/





I.
 
a port and industrial center in eastern India, capital of the state of West Bengal, the second largest city in India; pop. 5,080,500 (est. 2009). It is situated on the banks of the Hooghly River near the Bay of Bengal.

Former name (until 2000) Calcutta
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Kolkatan

 
/-ˈkətn /






noun, adjective






















Kolkhis

 
/ˈkôlkēs/






Greek name for Colchis
 .









kolkhoz

 
/kəlˈkôz/





I.
 
noun




a collective farm in the former Soviet Union.











– origin

 1920s: Russian, from 
kol(lektivnoe) khoz(yaĭstvo

 ) ‘collective farm.’






Köln

 
/kəln/






German name for Cologne
 .









Kol Nidre

 
/kōl ˈnidrā, ˈnidrə, ˌkôl nēˈdrā/





I.
 
noun




an Aramaic prayer annulling vows made before God, sung by Jews at the opening of the Day of Atonement service on the eve of Yom Kippur.











– origin

 from Aramaic 
kol niḏrē

 ‘all vows’ (the opening words of the prayer).





kolo

 
/ˈkōlō/





I.
 
noun




a Slavic dance performed in a circle.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Croatian, literally ‘wheel.’






Kolozsvár

 
/ˈkōlōZHˌvär/






Hungarian name for Cluj–Napoca
 .









Kolyma

 
/kəˈlēmə/






a river in far eastern Siberia, which flows approximately 1,500 miles (2,415 km) north to the Arctic Ocean.









Komandorski Islands

 
/ˌkəmənˈdôrskē ˌīləndz/






an island group in extreme eastern Russia, off the eastern Kamchatka Peninsula. US naval forces defeated the Japanese nearby in 1943.









komatik

 
/kōˈmadik/





I.
 
noun




a sled drawn by dogs, used by the people of Labrador.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Inuit 
qamutik

 .





Komati River

 
/kəˌmädē ˈrivər /

 
Rio Incomati






a river that flows for 500 miles (800 km) from the Drakensberg Range in South Africa, through Swaziland, South Africa, and Mozambique, to the Indian Ocean north of Maputo.









kombucha

 
/kômˈbo͞oCHə/





I.
 
noun




a beverage produced by fermenting sweet tea with a culture of yeast and bacteria




•
 
bottled kombucha is available in many natural food stores.

















– origin

 Japanese 
konbucha

 , literally ‘kelp tea’; the origin of the English meaning, which is not found in Japanese, is unclear and may reflect a development in another language.





Komi

 
/ˈkōmē/






an autonomous republic in northwestern Russia; pop. 959,500 (est. 2009); capital, Syktyvkar.









Komodo

 
/kəˈmōdō/






a small island in Indonesia, in the Lesser Sunda Islands, situated between the islands of Sumbawa and Flores. It is home to the Komodo dragon.










Komodo dragon






noun




a heavily built monitor lizard that captures large prey such as pigs by ambush. Occurring only on Komodo and neighboring Indonesian islands, it is the largest living lizard.

[
Varanus komodoensis

 , family 
Varanidae

 .]













Komondor

 
/ˈkōmənˌdôr, ˈkäm-/





I.
 
noun




a powerful sheepdog of a white breed with a dense matted or corded coat.











– origin

 Hungarian.





Komsomol

 
/ˈkämsəˌmôl ˈkämsəˌmäl ˌkəmsəˈmôl /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
an organization for communist youth in the former Soviet Union.







– origin

 Russian, from 
Kommunisticheskiĭ Soyuz Molodëzhi

 ‘Communist League of Youth.’





Komsomolsk

 
/ˌkämsəˈmôlsk/






an industrial city in far eastern Russia, on the Amur River; pop. 272,400 (est. 2008). It was built in 1932 by members of the Komsomol on the site of the village of Permskoe. Also called 
Komsomolsk-on-Amur

 .









Kona Coast

 
/ˌkōnə ˈkōst/






the name for part of the southwestern coast of the island of Hawaii, noted for its resorts and coffee production.









Kongo

 
/ˈkäNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people inhabiting the region of the Congo River in west central Africa.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Kongo; Kikongo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kongo or their language.











– origin

 the name in Kikongo.





kongoni

 
/käNGˈɡōnē/





I.
 
noun




a hartebeest, in particular one of a pale yellowish-brown race found in Kenya and Tanzania.

[
Alcelaphus buselaphus cokii

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Kiswahili.






Königgrätz

 
/ˈkœniKHˌɡrets/






German name for Hradec Králové
 .









Königsberg

 
/ˈkəniɡzˌbərɡ/






German name for Kaliningrad
 .









konimeter

 
/kōˈnimədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument that measures the amount of dust in the air by directing a measured volume of air onto a greased slide to which any dust present will stick.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
konis

 ‘dust’ + -meter
 .





Konkani

 
/ˈkôNGkəˌnē, ˈkäNG-/





I.
 
noun




an Indic language that is the main language of Goa and adjacent parts of Maharashtra.

Also called Goanese
 (see Goa
 ).








II.
 
adjective




relating to Konkani.











– origin

 from Marathi and Hindi 
koṅkaṇī

 , from Sanskrit 
koṅkaṇa

 ‘Konkan’ (a coastal region of western India).





Kon-Tiki

 
/ˌkän ˈtēkē/





I.
 
the raft made of balsa logs in which Thor Heyerdahl sailed from the western coast of Peru to the islands of Polynesia in 1947.







– origin

 named after an Inca god.





Konya

 
/ˈkônˌyä, kônˈyä/






a city in southwest central Turkey; pop. 967,100 (est. 2007). An ancient Phrygian settlement, it became the capital of the Seljuk sultans toward the end of the 11th century.









kook

 
/ko͞ok/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a crazy or eccentric person.











– origin

 1960s: probably from cuckoo
 .






kookaburra

 
/ˈko͝okəˌbərə/





I.
 
noun




a very large Australasian kingfisher that feeds on terrestrial prey such as reptiles and birds.

[Genus 
Dacelo

 , family 
Alcedinidae

 : two species, the 
laughing kookaburra

 (
D. gigas

 or 
D. novaeguineae

 ), which has a loud cackling call, and the 
blue-winged kookaburra

 (
D. leachii

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Wiradhuri 
gugubarra

 .





kooky

 
/ˈko͞okē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 strange or eccentric




•
 
I like kooky foreign films.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
kookily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
kookiness






noun





















Kool-Aid

 
/ˈko͞olād/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a powder that is added to water or another liquid to make a fruit-flavored soft drink




•
 
a pitcher of cherry Kool-Aid.














II.
 
phrases





drink the Kool-Aid








‹informal›

 demonstrate unquestioning obedience or loyalty to someone or something




•
 
his real ire is directed at the news media for drinking the Kool-Aid and not being tougher on the president.







[with allusion to an incident in 1978 in which members of the People's Temple, a religious and political group in Jonestown, Guyana, committed mass suicide by drinking a cyanide-laced soft drink thought to be similar to Kool-Aid.]















– origin

 1920s: from 
kool

 , an informal respelling of cool
 + 
-aid

 , a respelling of 
-ade

 , after lemonade
 , orangeade
 , etc.





Kooning, Willem de






see de Kooning, Willem
 .









Koop, C. Everett

 
/ko͝op/






(1916–2013) US physician and government official; full name 
Charles Everett Koop

 . As the US surgeon general 1981–89, he campaigned vigorously against the tobacco industry and sought to impress upon the public the dangers of smoking.









Kootenai River

 
/ˌko͞otnˌā ˈrivər /

 
Kootneya






a river that flows for 450 miles (720 km) from southeastern British Columbia into Montana and Idaho and then back into British Columbia, where it joins the Columbia River.









koozie

 
/ˈko͞ozē /

 
coozie






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 an insulating sleeve used to keep a canned or bottled drink cold




•
 
your favorite beer koozie.



















kopek

 
/ˈkōpek /

 
copeck
 , kopeck





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Russia and some other countries of the former Soviet Union, equal to one hundredth of a ruble.











– origin

 from Russian 
kopeĭka

 , diminutive of 
kopʹë

 ‘lance’ (from the figure on the coin (1535) of Tsar Ivan IV, bearing a lance instead of a sword).





kopiyka

 
/kôˈpēkə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Ukraine, equal to one-hundredth of a hryvna.











– origin

 1990s: Ukrainian, from Russian 
kopeĭka

 ‘kopek.’





kopje

 
/ˈkäpē /

 
koppie





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 a small hill in a generally flat area.











– origin

 from Afrikaans 
koppie

 , from Dutch 
kopje

 , diminutive of 
kop

 ‘head.’





kora

 
/ˈkôrə/





I.
 
noun




a West African musical instrument shaped like a lute, with 21 strings passing over a high bridge, and played like a harp.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: a local word.





Koran

 
/kəˈrän /

 
Qur'an
 , Quran





I.
 
noun




the Islamic sacred book, believed to be the word of God as dictated to Muhammad by the archangel Gabriel and written down in Arabic. The Koran consists of 114 units of varying lengths, known as 
suras

 ; the first sura is said as part of the ritual prayer. These touch upon all aspects of human existence, including matters of doctrine, social organization, and legislation.








II.
 
derivatives





Koranic

 
/kəˈränik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Arabic 
qur'ān

 ‘recitation,’ from 
qara'a

 ‘read, recite.’





Korbut, Olga

 
/ˈkôrbət/






(1955–), Soviet gymnast, born in Belarus. She won two individual gold medals at the 1972 Olympic Games.









Korda, Sir Alexander

 
/ˈkôrdə/






(1893–1956), British movie producer and director, born in Hungary; born 
Sándor Kellner

 . Notable productions: 
Things to Come

 (1936) and 
The Third Man

 (1949).









kore

 
/ˈkôrē, ˈkôrā/





I.
 
noun




an archaic Greek statue of a young woman, standing and clothed in long loose robes.











– origin

 from Greek 
korē

 ‘maiden.’





Korea

 
/kəˈrēə/







1.
 
a region in eastern Asia that forms a peninsula between the East Sea and the Yellow Sea, now divided into the countries of North Korea and South Korea.





The first Korean state was established in the 1st century 
AD

 , and Korea was unified under the Silla dynasty in the 7th century. The country was ruled by the Joseon dynasty from the 14th century until its annexation by Japan in 1910. Following the Japanese surrender at the end of the Second World War, Korea was partitioned along the 38th parallel in 1948.










Korea, Democratic People's Republic of






official name for North Korea
 .










Korea, Republic of






official name for South Korea
 .









Korean

 
/kəˈrēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to North or South Korea or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of North or South Korea, or a person of Korean descent.




2.
 
the language of Korea, which has has its own writing system and may be distantly related to Japanese.














Korean War





I.
 
the war of 1950–53 between North and South Korea.





UN troops, dominated by US forces, countered the invasion of South Korea by North Korean forces by invading North Korea, while China intervened on the side of the North. Peace negotiations were begun in 1951, and the war ended two years later with the restoration of previous boundaries.






Kórinthos

 
/ˈkôrinˌTHôs/






Greek name for Corinth
 .









korma

 
/ˈkôrmə/





I.
 
noun




a mildly spiced Indian curry dish of meat or fish marinated in yogurt or curds.











– origin

 from Urdu 
ḳormā

 , from Turkish 
kavurma

 .





Korsakoff's syndrome

 
/ˈkôrsəkäfs ˌsindrōm /

 
Korsakoff's psychosis





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 a serious mental illness, typically the result of chronic alcoholism, characterized by disorientation and a tendency to invent explanations to cover a loss of memory of recent events.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Sergei S. 
Korsakoff

 (1854–1900), Russian psychiatrist.





koruna

 
/ˈkôrənə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of the Czech Republic, equal to 100 halers.











– origin

 Czech, literally ‘crown.’





Kosciusko, Mount

 
/ˌkäzēˈəskō/





I.
 
a mountain in southeastern Australia, in the Great Dividing Range. Rising to a height of 7,234 feet (2,228 m), it is the highest mountain in Australia.







– origin

 named by the explorer Sir Paul Edmund de Strzelecki (1797–1873) in honor of T. 
Kosciusko

 (see Kosciusko, Thaddeus
 ).






Kosciusko, Thaddeus

 
/ˌkäskēˈəskō, ˌkäse-, kôSHˈCHo͞oSHkō/






(1746–1817), Polish soldier and patriot; Polish name 
Tadeusz Andrzej Bonawentura Kościuszko

 . After fighting for the Americans during the American Revolution, he led a nationalist uprising against Russia in Poland in 1794.










kosher

 
/ˈkōSHər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food, or premises in which food is sold, cooked, or eaten) satisfying the requirements of Jewish law




•
 
a kosher kitchen.










2.
 
(of a person) observing Jewish food laws.




3.
 
(of ritual objects) fit for use according to Jewish laws.




4.
 
genuine and legitimate




•
 
she consulted lawyers to make sure everything was kosher.











Restrictions on the foods suitable for Jews are derived from rules in the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy. Animals must be slaughtered and prepared in the prescribed way, in which the blood is drained from the body, while certain creatures, notably pigs and shellfish, are forbidden altogether. Meat and milk must not be cooked or consumed together, and separate utensils must be kept for each. Strict observance of these rules is today confined mainly to Orthodox Jews.




II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare (food) according to the requirements of Jewish law.








III.
 
phrases





keep (or eat) kosher






observe the Jewish food regulations (kashruth).















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
kāšēr

 ‘proper.’





kosher salt





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a type of coarse-grained salt




•
 
I recommend using kosher salt because it has more flavor than plain iodized salt.

















– origin

 1920s: with reference to the use of such salt to absorb blood when preparing meat according to the requirements of Jewish law. See kosher
 
(

 adjective).





Košice

 
/ˈkôSHētse/






an industrial city in southern Slovakia; pop. 234,237 (2007).









Kosinski, Jerzy

 
/kəˈzinskē/






(1933–91) US writer; born in Poland; full name 
Jerzy Nikodem Kosinski

 . His many works include 
The Painted Bird

 (1965), 
Being There

 (1971), 
The Devil Tree

 (1973), 
Blind Date

 (1977), and 
The Hermit of 69th Street

 (1988).









Kosovan

 
/ˈkōsəvən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the autonomous region of Kosovo in the Balkans




•
 
a Kosovan family.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the autonomous region of Kosovo in the Balkans




•
 
a group of Kosovans.



















Kosovar

 
/ˈkōsəˌvär/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the autonomous region of Kosovo in the Balkans




•
 
the Kosovar economy.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the autonomous region of Kosovo in the Balkans




•
 
Kosovars elected a new assembly in November.



















Kosovo

 
/ˈkōsəˌvō ˈkôsəˌvō/






an autonomous area in the Balkans, formerly a part of Yugoslavia; pop. 1,804,800 (est. 2009); capital, Priština. It borders on Albania and the majority of the people are of Albanian descent. In 1998, Kosovo was attacked by Serbian forces intent on expelling the Albanian population; the aggression was halted by NATO bombing in 1999, and Kosovo was put under UN administration. In 2008, it declared itself independent.









Kostroma

 
/ˈkästrəˌmä/






an industrial city in western Russia, situated on the Volga River, northwest of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 271,700 (est. 2008).









Kosygin, Aleksei

 
/kəˈsēɡin, -ɡyin/






(1904–80), Soviet statesman; premier 1964–80; full name 
Aleksei Nikolaevich Kosygin

 . He devoted most of his attention to internal economic affairs, being gradually eased out of the leadership by Brezhnev.









Kota

 
/ˈkōdə/






an industrial city in Rajasthan state, in northwestern India, on the Chambal River; pop. 827,400 (est. 2009).









Kota Baharu

 
/ˌkōdə bəˈhäro͞o/






a city in Malaysia, on the eastern coast of the Malay Peninsula; pop. 277,300 (est. 2009).









Kota Kinabalu

 
/ˌkōdə ˌkinəˈbälo͞o/






a port in Malaysia, on the northern coast of Borneo; pop. 579,300 (est. 2009).









koto

 
/ˈkōdō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese zither about six feet long, with thirteen silk strings passed over small movable bridges.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Japanese.





Koufax, Sandy

 
/ˈkōfaks/






(1935–) US baseball player; born 
Sanford Braun

 . A pitcher, he played for the Brooklyn (later Los Angeles) Dodgers 1955–66. He was the first three-time Cy Young Award winner, having won unanimously in 1963, 1965, and 1966. Baseball Hall of Fame (1972).









koumiss

 
/ko͞oˈmis ˈko͞oməs /

 
kumiss
 , kumis





I.
 
noun




a drink made from fermented mare's milk, used also as a medicine by Asian nomads.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: based on Tatar 
kumiz

 .





kouros

 
/ˈko͝oräs/





I.
 
noun




an archaic Greek statue of a young man, standing and often naked.











– origin

 Ionic form of Greek 
koros

 ‘boy.’





Kowloon

 
/ˌkouˈlo͞on/






a densely populated peninsula on the southeastern coast of China that forms part of Hong Kong. It is separated from Hong Kong Island by Hong Kong Harbor.









kowtow

 
/ˌkouˈtou/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in an excessively subservient manner




•
 
she didn't have to 
kowtow to

 a boss.










2.
 


‹historical›

 kneel and touch the ground with the forehead in worship or submission as part of Chinese custom.








II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an act of kowtowing as part of Chinese custom.








III.
 
derivatives





kowtower






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Chinese 
kētóu

 , from 
kē

 ‘knock’ + 
tóu

 ‘head.’






Kozhikode

 
/ˈkōZHiˌkōd/






a seaport in the state of Kerala in southwestern India, on the Malabar Coast; pop. 440,900 (est. 2009).

Formerly called Calicut
 .









KP






abbreviation




kitchen police.













kph

 
/kāpēːˈāCH/





I.
 
abbreviation




kilometers per hour.











usage:

 As an abbreviation of 
kilometers per hour

 km/h is generally preferred to 
kph

 .





KPI






abbreviation






[Business]

 short for key performance indicator
 :




•
 
by setting KPIs the company enables the team to make smart business decisions.



















K-pop






noun




Korean pop music.




•
 
the band has a style that mixes European music and K-pop.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
K-pop fans.



















Kr






symbol




the chemical element krypton.













KR






abbreviation






[Chess]

 king's rook.













kr.






abbreviation



1.
 
krona.




2.
 
krone.













Kra, Isthmus of

 
/krä/






the narrowest part of the Malay Peninsula, forming part of southern Thailand.










kraal

 
/kräl /

 

‹S. African›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traditional African village of huts, typically enclosed by a fence.




2.
 
another term for homestead
 (
sense

 3).




3.
 
an enclosure for cattle or sheep.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive (cattle or sheep) into an enclosure




•
 
they kraal their sheep every night.

















– origin

 Dutch, from Portuguese 
curral

 (see corral
 ).





kraft

 
/kraft /

 
kraft paper





I.
 
noun




a kind of strong, smooth brown wrapping paper.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Swedish, literally ‘strength,’ used to form the term 
kraftpapper

 ‘kraft paper.’





Kragujevac

 
/ˈkräɡo͞oyəˌväts/






a city in central Serbia; pop. 145,400 (est. 2008). It was the capital of Serbia 1818–39.









krait

 
/krīt/





I.
 
noun




a highly venomous Asian snake of the cobra family.

[Genus 
Bungarus

 , family 
Elapidae

 : several species, including the black and yellow 
banded krait

 (
B. fasciatus

 ). See also sea krait
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hindi 
karait

 .





Krakatoa

 
/ˌkrakəˈtōə, ˌkräk-/






a small volcanic island in Indonesia that lies between Java and Sumatra. It was the scene of a great eruption in 1883 that destroyed most of the island.









kraken

 
/ˈkräkən/





I.
 
noun




an enormous mythical sea monster said to appear off the coast of Norway.











– origin

 Norwegian.






Kraków

 
/ˈkräkou/






Polish name for Cracow
 .










Krasnodar

 
/ˌkräsnəˈdär/





I.
 
an administrative territory in the northern Caucasus Mountains, on the Black Sea, in southern Russia.




II.
 
the capital of Krasnodar, a port on the lower Kuban River; pop. 705,500 (est. 2009). Until 1922, it was known as Yekaterinodar (Ekaterinodar).









Krasnoyarsk

 
/ˌkräsnəˈyärsk/





I.
 
an administrative territory in south central Russia.




II.
 
the capital of Krasnoyarsk, a port on the Yenisei River; pop. 936,400 (est. 2008).









kraut

 
/krout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 sauerkraut.




2.
 
(also 
Kraut

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a German.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German, ‘cabbage’; sense 2, which was frequently used during World War I and World War II, probably alludes to the use of cabbage as an ingredient in dishes considered typical of German cuisine.





Krautrock

 
/ˈkroutˌräk/





I.
 
noun




an experimental style of rock music associated with German groups of the 1970s, characterized by improvisation and strong, hypnotic rhythms.








II.
 
derivatives





Krautrocker






noun





















Krav Maga

 
/ˌkräv məˈɡä/





I.
 
noun




a form of self-defense and physical training, first developed by the Israeli army in the 1940s, based on the use of reflexive responses to threatening situations.











– origin

 1990s: from Hebrew, ‘contact combat.’






Krebs cycle

 
/ˈkrebz ˌsīkəl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the sequence of reactions by which most living cells generate energy during the process of aerobic respiration. It takes place in the mitochondria, consuming oxygen, producing carbon dioxide and water as waste products, and converting ADP to energy-rich ATP.











– origin

 1940s: named after Sir Hans A. 
Krebs

 (1900–81), German-born British biochemist.





Krefeld

 
/ˈkrāˌfelt/






an industrial town and port on the Rhine River in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 237,100 (est. 2006).









Kreisler, Fritz

 
/ˈkrīslər/






(1875–1962), US violinist and composer, born in Austria. In 1910, he gave the first performance of Elgar's violin concerto, which was dedicated to him.









Kremenchuk

 
/ˌkriminˈCHo͞ok/






an industrial city in east central Ukraine, on the Dnieper River; pop. 228,500 (est. 2009). Russian name 
Kremenchug

 .









kremlin

 
/ˈkremlin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a citadel within a Russian town.




2.
 
(
the Kremlin

 )
 — the citadel in Moscow.




3.
 
the Russian or (formerly) Soviet government.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from Russian 
kremlʹ

 ‘citadel.’





Kremlinology

 
/ˌkremləˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study and analysis of Soviet or Russian policies.








II.
 
derivatives





Kremlinologist

 
/ˌkremləˈnäləjəst /






noun





















kreplach

 
/ˈkrepläKH/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Jewish cooking) triangular noodles filled with chopped meat or cheese and served with soup.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
kreplekh

 , plural of 
krepel

 , from German dialect 
Kräppel

 ‘fritter.’





kriegspiel

 
/ˈkrēɡˌSHpēl, -ˌspēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a war game in which blocks representing armies or other military units are moved about on maps.




2.
 
a form of chess in which each player has a separate board and can only infer the position of the opponent's forces from limited information given by an umpire who disallows illegal moves.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
Krieg

 ‘war’ + 
Spiel

 ‘game.’





Kriemhild

 
/ˈkrēmhilt/






(in the Nibelungenlied) a Burgundian princess, wife of Siegfried and later of Etzel (Attila the Hun).









krill

 
/kril/





I.
 
noun




a small shrimplike planktonic crustacean of the open seas. It is eaten by a number of larger animals, notably the baleen whales.

[
Meganyctiphanes norvegica

 , class 
Malacostraca

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Norwegian 
kril

 ‘young fry of fish.’





krimmer

 
/ˈkrimər/





I.
 
noun




tightly curled gray or black fur made from the wool of young Crimean lambs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
Krim

 ‘Crimea.’





Kringle, Kris

 
/ˈkriNGɡəl/






another name for Santa Claus
 .









Krio

 
/ˈkrēō/





I.
 
noun




an English-based Creole language of Sierra Leone. It is the first language of about 350,000 people and is used as a lingua franca by over 3 million.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Krio.











– origin

 probably an alteration of Creole
 .





kris

 
/krēs kris /

 


‹archaic›

 creese





I.
 
noun




a Malay or Indonesian dagger with a wavy blade.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: based on Malay 
keris

 .





Krishna

 
/ˈkriSHnə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
one of the most popular gods, the eighth and most important avatar or incarnation of Vishnu.





He is worshiped in several forms: as the child god whose miracles and pranks are extolled in the Puranas; as the divine cowherd whose erotic exploits, esp. with his favorite, Radha, have produced both romantic and religious literature; and as the divine charioteer who preaches to Arjuna on the battlefield in the Bhagavadgita. / 
– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Kṛṣṇa

 , literally ‘black.’





Krishna River






a river that rises in the Western Ghats of southern India and flows generally east for 805 miles (1,288 km) to the Bay of Bengal.









Kristallnacht

 
/ˈkristlˌnäkt, -ˌnäKHt/





I.
 
the occasion of concerted violence by Nazis throughout Germany and Austria against Jews and their property on the night of November 9–10, 1938.







– origin

 German, literally ‘night of crystal,’ referring to the broken glass produced by the smashing of store windows.






Kríti

 
/ˈkrēdē/






Greek name for Crete
 .










Krivoi Rog

 
/kriˈvoi ˈrōɡ, ˈrôk /

 
Krivoy Rog






Russian name for Kryvyi Rih
 .









Kroc, Ray

 
/kräk/






(1902–84) US entrepreneur and philanthropist; full name 
Raymond Albert Kroc

 . In 1955, he began his franchise empire of McDonald's fast-food restaurants.










krona

 
/ˈkrōnə/






noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 kronor )
 — the basic monetary unit of Sweden, equal to 100 öre.

[Swedish, ‘crown.’]




2.
 
(
pl.

 kronur )
 — the basic monetary unit of Iceland, equal to 100 aurar.

[from Old Norse 
króna

 ‘crown.’]














krone

 
/ˈkrōnə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Denmark and Norway, equal to 100 øre.











– origin

 Danish and Norwegian, literally ‘crown.’





Krone, Julie

 
/ˈkrōnə/






(1963–) US jockey. She was the first woman to capture a Triple Crown horse-racing title 1993. She retired from racing in 1999.









Kronstadt

 
/ˈkränstät/






German name for Braşov
 .









kroon

 
/kro͞on/





I.
 
noun




(until the introduction of the euro in 2011) the basic monetary unit of Estonia, equal to 100 senti.











– origin

 Estonian, literally ‘crown’; compare with krona
 , krone
 .





Kru

 
/kro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a seafaring people of the coast of Liberia and Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast).




2.
 
the Niger–Congo language of the Kru.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kru or their language.











– origin

 from a West African language.





Kru Coast






a section of the coast of Liberia to the northwest of Cape Palmas, inhabited by the Kru people.










Kruger, Paul

 
/ˈkro͞oɡər, ˈkrYər/






(1825–1904), South African soldier and statesman; president of Transvaal 1883–99; full name 
Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger

 . He led the Afrikaners to victory in the First Boer War in 1881.









Krugerrand

 
/ˈkro͞oɡəˌrand /

 
krugerrand
 , Kruger





I.
 
noun




a South African gold coin with a portrait of President Kruger on the obverse.











– origin

 1967: from the name of S. J. P. Kruger (see Kruger, Paul
 ) + rand
 1
 .





krummholz

 
/ˈkro͝omhōlts/





I.
 
noun




stunted windblown trees growing near the tree line on mountains.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, literally ‘crooked wood.’





krummhorn

 
/ˈkro͝omˌhôrn /

 
crumhorn





I.
 
noun




a medieval wind instrument with an enclosed double reed and an upward-curving end, producing an even, nasal sound.











– origin

 from German, from 
krumm

 ‘crooked’ + 
Horn

 ‘horn.’





Krupa, Gene

 
/ˈkro͞opə/






(1909–73) US jazz drummer and bandleader; full name 
Eugene Bertram Krupa

 . Featured with Benny Goodman in 1934, he was the first major popular drum soloist.









Krupp, Alfred

 
/krəp, kro͝op/






(1812–87), German arms manufacturer. His company was a major arms producer for Germany from the 1840s through the end of World War II.









krypton

 
/ˈkripˌtän/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Kr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 36, a member of the noble gas series. It is obtained by distillation of liquid air and is used in some kinds of electric light.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
krupton

 , neuter of 
kruptos

 ‘hidden.’





krytron

 
/ˈkrīträn/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a high-speed solid-state switching device that is triggered by a pulse of coherent light and is used in the triggers of nuclear devices.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: first element of obscure derivation + -tron
 .






Kryvyi Rih

 
/kriˈvi ˈriKH/






an industrial city in southern Ukraine, at the center of an iron-ore mining region; pop. 675,600 (est. 2009).

Russian name Krivoi Rog
 .









KS






abbreviation



1.
 
Kansas (in official postal use).




2.
 
Kaposi's sarcoma.













Kshatriya

 
/k(ə)ˈSHätrē(y)ə/





I.
 
noun




a member of the second of the four great Hindu castes, the military caste. The traditional function of the Kshatriyas is to protect society by fighting in wartime and governing in peacetime.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Sanskrit 
kṣatriya

 , from 
kṣhatra

 ‘rule, authority.’





Kt






abbreviation




Knight.













KT






abbreviation




Knight Templar.













kt.






abbreviation



1.
 
karat(s).




2.
 
kiloton(s).




3.
 
knot(s)




•
 
a cruising speed of 240 kt.



















K/T boundary





I.
 
short for Cretaceous–Tertiary boundary
 .







– origin

 late 20th cent.: 
K/T

 , from the symbols for 
Cretaceous

 and 
Tertiary

 .





Ku






symbol




the chemical element kurchatovium.













Kuala Lumpur

 
/ˌkwälə lo͝omˈpo͝oər/






the capital of Malaysia, in the southwestern part of the Malay Peninsula; pop. 1,469,000 (est. 2009).









Kuala Trengganu

 
/ˌkwälə treNGˈɡäno͞o /

 
Kuala Terengganu






a city in Malaysia, on the east coast of the Malay Peninsula at the mouth of the Trengganu River; pop. 286,400 (est. 2009).









Kuantan

 
/ˈkwänˌtän/






a city in Malaysia, on the east coast of the Malay Peninsula; pop. 407,800 (est. 2009).









Ku-band

 
/ˈkāyo͞oˌband/





I.
 
noun




a microwave frequency band used for satellite communication and broadcasting, using frequencies of about 12 gigahertz for terrestrial reception and 14 gigahertz for transmission.











– origin

 1990s: from 
Ku

 (arbitrary serial designation) + 
band

 .





Kublai Khan

 
/ˌko͝oblə ˈkän/






(1215–94), Mongol emperor of China; grandson of Genghis Khan. With his brother 
Mangu

 (then Mongol Khan), he conquered southern China (1252–59). After Mangu's death in 1259, he completed the conquest of China, founded the Yuan dynasty, and established his capital on the site of modern Beijing.









Kübler-Ross, Elisabeth






(1926–2004), US psychiatrist, born in Switzerland. She was a pioneer in the field of palliative care and revolutionized attitudes toward treatment of the terminally ill. Among her many books was the influential 
On Death and Dying

 (1969).









Kubrick, Stanley

 
/ˈko͝obrik/






(1928–99), US movie director, producer, and writer. Notable movies: 
Dr. Strangelove

 (1964), 
2001: A Space Odyssey

 (1968) and 
A Clockwork Orange

 (1971).









kuchen

 
/ˈko͞okən, -KHən/





I.
 
noun




a cake, especially one eaten with coffee.











– origin

 from German 
Kuchen

 .





Kuching

 
/ˈko͞oCHiNG/






a port in Malaysia, on the Sarawak River near the northwestern coast of Borneo; pop. 658,600 (est. 2009).









kudos

 
/ˈk(y)o͞oˌdäs ˈk(y)o͞oˌdōs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
praise and honor received for an achievement.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 compliments or congratulations




•
 
kudos to everyone who put the event together.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Greek. / 
usage:

 
Kudos

 comes from Greek and means ‘glory.’ Despite appearances, it is not a plural form. This means that there is no singular form 
kudo

 and that use as a plural, as in the following sentence, is incorrect: he received 
many kudos

 for his work (correct use is he received 
much kudos

 for his work).





kudu

 
/ˈko͞odo͞o/





I.
 
noun




an African antelope that has a grayish or brownish coat with white vertical stripes, and a short bushy tail. The male has long spirally curved horns.

[Genus 
Tragelaphus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : the 
greater kudu

 (
T. strepsiceros

 ) and the 
lesser kudu

 (
T. imberbis

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans 
koedoe

 , from Xhosa 
i-qudu

 .





kudzu

 
/ˈko͝odzo͞o /

 
kudzu vine





I.
 
noun




a quick-growing eastern Asian climbing plant with reddish-purple flowers, used as a fodder crop and for erosion control. It has become a pest in the southeastern US.

[
Pueraria lobata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Japanese 
kuzu

 .





Kufic

 
/ˈk(y)o͞ofik/





I.
 
noun




an early angular form of the Arabic alphabet found chiefly in decorative inscriptions.








II.
 
adjective




of or in Kufic script.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the name 
Kufa

 , a city south of Baghdad, Iraq (because it was attributed to the city's scholars), + -ic
 .





kugel

 
/ˈko͝oɡəl, ˈko͞o-/





I.
 
noun




(in Jewish cooking) a kind of sweet or savory pudding of noodles or potatoes.











– origin

 Yiddish, literally ‘ball.’






Kuibyshev

 
/ˈkwēbəˌSHef/






former name (1935–91) of Samara
 .









Kuiper belt

 
/ˈkīpər ˌbelt/





I.
 
noun




a region of the solar system beyond the orbit of Neptune, believed to contain many comets, asteroids, and other small bodies made largely of ice.











– origin

 1990s: named after Gerard P. 
Kuiper

 (1905–73), Dutch-born US astronomer.





Ku Kluxer

 
/ˈko͞o ˌkləksər/






noun




a member of the extremist right-wing secret society the Ku Klux Klan




•
 
he was the last alleged Ku Kluxer.



















Ku Klux Klan

 
/ˌko͞o ˌkləks ˈklan /

 
KKK






I.

1.
 
an extremist right-wing secret society in the US.





The Ku Klux Klan was originally founded in the southern states after the Civil War to oppose social change and black emancipation by using violence and terrorism. Although disbanded twice, it re-emerged in the 1950s and 1960s and continues at a local level. Members disguise themselves in white robes and hoods and often use a burning cross as a symbol of their organization.




II.
 
derivatives





Ku Klux Klansman

 
/ˈklanzmən /






noun



















– origin

 perhaps from Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle’ and clan
 .





kukri

 
/ˈko͝okrē/





I.
 
noun




a curved knife broadening toward the point, used by Gurkhas.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Nepali 
khukuri

 .





kula

 
/ˈko͞olə/





I.
 
noun




(in some Pacific communities) an interisland system of ceremonial gift exchange as a prelude to or at the same time as regular trading.











– origin

 Melanesian.





kulak

 
/ko͞oˈlak ko͞oˈläk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a peasant in Russia wealthy enough to own a farm and hire labor. Emerging after the emancipation of serfs in the 19th century, the kulaks resisted Stalin's forced collectivization, but millions were arrested, exiled, or killed.











– origin

 Russian, literally ‘fist, tightfisted person,’ from Turkic 
ḳol

 ‘hand.’





kulcha

 
/ˈko͝olCHə/





I.
 
noun




a small, round Indian bread made from flour, milk, and butter, typically stuffed with meat or vegetables.











– origin

 from Persian 
kulīca

 .





kulfi

 
/ˈko͝olfē/





I.
 
noun




a type of Indian ice cream, typically served in the shape of a cone.











– origin

 from Hindi 
kulfī

 .






Kultur

 
/ko͝olˈto͝or/





I.
 
noun




German civilization and culture (sometimes used derogatorily to suggest elements of racism, authoritarianism, or militarism).











– origin

 German, from Latin 
cultura

 or French 
culture

 (see culture
 ).





Kulturkampf

 
/ko͝olˈto͝orˌkäm(p)f/





I.
 
a conflict from 1872 to 1887 between the German government (headed by Bismarck) and the papacy for the control of schools and Church appointments, in which Bismarck was forced to concede to the Catholic Church.







– origin

 German, from Kultur
 + 
Kampf

 ‘struggle.’





Kumamoto

 
/ˌko͞oməˈmōdō/






a city in southern Japan, on the western coast of Kyushu Island; pop. 662,565 (2007).









Kumasi

 
/ko͞oˈmäsē, -ˈmasē/






a city in southern Ghana; pop. 1,517,000 (est. 2005). It is the capital of the Ashanti region.










Kumayri

 
/ˈko͞oˌmīrē/






Russian name for Gyumri
 .









Kumbh Mela

 
/ko͝om ˈmālə/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu festival and assembly, held once every twelve years at four locations in India, at which pilgrims bathe in the waters of the Ganges and Jumna rivers for the purification of sin.











– origin

 from Sanskrit, literally ‘pitcher festival,’ from 
kumbh

 ‘pitcher’ + 
melā

 ‘assembly.’





kumite

 
/ˈko͞omiˌtā/





I.
 
noun




(in martial arts) freestyle fighting.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘sparring.’





kumkum

 
/ˈko͝omˌko͝om/





I.
 
noun




a red powder used ceremonially and cosmetically, especially by Hindu women to make a small distinctive mark on the forehead.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Sanskrit 
kuṅkuma

 ‘saffron.’





kümmel

 
/ˈkiməl/





I.
 
noun




a sweet liqueur flavored with caraway and cumin seeds.











– origin

 from German, from Old High German 
kumil

 , variant of 
kumîn

 (see cumin
 ).





Kumon

 
/ˈko͞omən, -män/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a tutoring program, originating in Japan, in which children improve their skills in a subject (especially mathematics) by completing worksheets of increasing difficulty, led by a special instructor.











– origin

 from the name of Tru 
Kumon

 (1914-95), the Japanese mathematics teacher who invented the method.





kumquat

 
/ˈkəmˌkwät /

 
cumquat





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an orangelike fruit related to the citruses, with an edible sweet rind and acid pulp. It is eaten raw or used in preserves.




2.
 
the eastern Asian shrub or small tree that yields the kumquat.

[Genus 
Fortunella

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
kam kwat

 ‘little orange.’





kuna

 
/ˈko͞onə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Croatia, equal to 100 lipa.











– origin

 Croatian, literally ‘marten’ (the fur of the marten was formerly a medium of exchange).





Kuna

 
/ˈko͞onə /

 
Cuna





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the isthmus of Panama.




2.
 
the Chibchan language of the Kuna.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kuna or their language.











– origin

 the name in Kuna.





kundalini

 
/ˌko͝ondəˈlēnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in yoga) latent female energy believed to lie coiled at the base of the spine.




2.
 
(also 
kundalini yoga

 )
 — a system of meditation directed toward the release of kundalini energy.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘snake.’





Kundera, Milan

 
/ˈko͝ondərə, ˌkənˈderə/






(1929–), Czech novelist. He immigrated to France in 1975 after his books were condemned in Czechoslovakia following the Soviet military invasion of 1968. Notable works: 
The Book of Laughter and Forgetting

 (1979) and 
The Unbearable Lightness of Being

 (1984).









Kung

 
/ko͝oNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a San (Bushman) people of the Kalahari Desert in southern Africa.




2.
 
the Khoisan language of the Kung.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kung or their language.











– origin

 Khoikhoi 
!Kung

 , literally ‘people.’





kung fu

 
/ˌkəNG ˈfo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a primarily unarmed Chinese martial art resembling karate.











– origin

 from Chinese 
gōngfú

 , from 
gōng

 ‘merit’ + 
fú

 ‘master.’





Kunitz, Stanley

 
/ˈko͞onits/






(1905–2006), US poet and editor; full name 
Stanley Jasspon Kunitz

 . His 
Selected Poems: 1928–58

 (1958) received the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry. In 2000, he was named US poet laureate, a post he had held 1974–76, when it was called "consultant in poetry to the Library of Congress".









Kunlun Shan

 
/ˌko͝onˌlo͝on ˈSHän/






a range of mountains in western China, on the northern edge of the Tibetan plateau, that extends east for more than 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from the Pamir Mountains. The highest peak is Muztag, which rises to 25,338 feet (7,723 m).









Kunming

 
/ˌko͝onˈmiNG/






a city in southwestern China, capital of Yunnan province; pop. 1,700,200 (est. 2006).









kunzite

 
/ˈko͝ontsīt/





I.
 
noun




a lilac-colored gem variety of spodumene that fluoresces or changes color when irradiated.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of George F. 
Kunz

 (1856–1932), American gemologist, + -ite
 1
 .





Kuomintang

 
/ˌkwôˌminˈtaNG /

 
Guomindang





I.
 
a nationalist party founded in China under Sun Yat-sen in 1912, and led by Chiang Kai-shek from 1925. It held power from 1928 until the Communist Party took power in October 1949, and subsequently formed the central administration of Taiwan.







– origin

 from Chinese, ‘national people's party.’





Kupffer cell

 
/ˈko͝opfər ˌsel/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a phagocytic cell that forms the lining of the sinusoids of the liver and is involved in the breakdown of red blood cells.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Karl Wilhelm von 
Kupffer

 (1829–1902), Bavarian anatomist.





Kura River

 
/kəˈrä, ˈko͝orə/






a river that flows for 940 miles (1,510 km) from northeastern Turkey through Georgia and Azerbaijan into the Caspian Sea.









kurchatovium

 
/ˌkərCHəˈtōvēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a name proposed in the former Soviet Union for the artificial radioactive element of atomic number 104, now called 
rutherfordium

 .











– origin

 1960s: named after Igor V. 
Kurchatov

 (1903–60), Russian nuclear physicist.





Kurd

 
/kərd/





I.
 
noun




a member of a mainly pastoral Islamic people living in Kurdistan.











– origin

 the name in Kurdish.





Kurdish

 
/ˈkərdiSH/





I.
 
noun




the Iranian language of the Kurds.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kurds or their language.













Kurdistan

 
/ˌkərdəˈstan ˌkərdəˈstän/






a region in the Middle East, south of the Caucasus Mountains, the traditional home of the Kurdish people. The area includes large parts of eastern Turkey, northern Iraq, western Iran, eastern Syria, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. Following persecution of the Kurds by Iraq in the aftermath of the Gulf War of 1991, certain areas designated safe havens were established for the Kurds in northern Iraq.









Kure

 
/ˈko͞orā/






a city in southern Japan, on the southern coast of the island of Honshu, near Hiroshima; pop. 250,345 (2007).









kurgan

 
/ko͝orˈɡän, -ˈɡan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 a prehistoric burial mound or barrow of a type found in southern Russia and Ukraine.




2.
 
(
Kurgan

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 a member of the ancient people who built kurgans.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the ancient Kurgans.











– origin

 Russian, of Turkic origin; compare with Turkish 
kurgan

 ‘castle.’





Kurgan

 
/ko͝orˈɡän/






a city in central Russia, commercial center for an agricultural region; pop. 324,100 (est. 2008).









Kuril Islands

 
/ˌk(y)o͝orəl ˈīləndz /

 
Kurile Islands
 , the Kurils






a chain of 56 islands between the Sea of Okhotsk and the North Pacific Ocean, stretching from the southern tip of the Kamchatka peninsula to the northeastern corner of the Japanese island of Hokkaido. They are the subject of dispute between Russia and Japan.









Kurosawa, Akira

 
/ˌko͝orəˈsäwə/






(1910–98), Japanese movie director. Notable movies: 
Rashomon

 (1950) and 
Ran

 (1985).










Kuroshio

 
/ˌko͝orōˈSHēō/





I.
 
a warm current in the Pacific Ocean that flows northeast past Japan and toward Alaska.

Also called Japanese Current
 , Japan Current
 .







– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, from 
kuro

 ‘black’ + 
shio

 ‘tide.’





kurrajong

 
/ˈkərəˌjôNG, -ˌjäNG /

 
currajong





I.
 
noun




an Australian plant that produces useful tough fiber.

[Several species, in particular a small tree with shiny pointed leaves and boat-shaped leathery seed cases (
Brachychiton populneus

 , family 
Sterculiaceae

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk 
garrajung

 ‘fiber fishing line.’





Kursk

 
/ko͝orsk/






an industrial city in southwestern Russia; pop. 408,100 (est. 2008). It was the scene of an important Soviet victory in World War II.









kurta

 
/ˈkərdə/





I.
 
noun




a loose collarless shirt worn by people from South Asia.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
kurtah

 .





kurtosis

 
/kərˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 the sharpness of the peak of a frequency-distribution curve.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
kurtōsis

 ‘a bulging,’ from 
kurtos

 ‘bulging, convex.’





kuru

 
/ˈko͝oro͞o/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a fatal disease of the brain occurring in some peoples in New Guinea and thought to be caused by a viruslike agent such as a prion.











– origin

 1950s: a local word.





kurus

 
/kəˈro͞oSH/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Turkey, equal to one hundredth of a Turkish lira.











– origin

 from Turkish 
kuruş

 .





Kushan

 
/ˈko͞oˌSHän/





I.
 
noun




a member of an Iranian dynasty that invaded the Indian subcontinent and established a powerful empire in the northwest between the 1st and 3rd centuries 
AD

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kushan or their dynasty.











– origin

 from Prakrit 
kuṣāṇa

 (adjective), from Iranian.





Kutaisi

 
/ˌko͞otäˈēsē/






an industrial city in central Georgia; pop. 186,000 (est. 2002). One of the oldest cities in Transcaucasia, it has been the capital of various kingdoms, including Colchis and Abkhazia.









Kutch, Gulf of

 
/kəCH/






an inlet of the Arabian Sea on the west coast of India.









Kutch, Rann of

 
/ˈkəCH, ˈrän əv/






a vast salt marsh on the shores of the Arabian Sea, that extends over the boundary between southeastern Pakistan and the state of Gujarat in northwestern India.









Kutenai

 
/ˈko͞otnˌā /

 
Kutenay





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Rocky Mountains in British Columbia, Idaho, and Montana.




2.
 
the language of the Kutenai, of unknown affinity.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kutenai or their language.











– origin

 from Blackfoot 
Kotonáai-

 .





Kuwait

 
/ˌko͞oˈwāt kəˈwāt/







1.
 
a country on the northwestern coast of the Persian Gulf; pop. 2,692,500 (est. 2009); capital, Kuwait City; official language, Arabic.





With a history as a fishing and trading sheikhdom, Kuwait, since the 1930s, has become one of the world's leading oil producers. Iraqi claims on the area led to the 1990–91 occupation and resulting Gulf War.









Kuwait City






a port on the Persian Gulf, the capital city of Kuwait; pop. 32,400 (est. 2005).









Kuwaiti

 
/ˌko͞oˈwādē kəˈwādē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Kuwait or its people




•
 
the Kuwaiti Royal family.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Kuwait, or a person of Kuwaiti descent




•
 
around 47,000 Kuwaitis are eligible for the plan.




















Kuzbass

 
/ko͝ozˈbäs/






another name for Kuznets Basin
 .










Kuznets Basin

 
/kəzˌnyets ˈbāsən /

 
Kuznetsk






an industrial region in southern Russia, situated in the valley of the Tom River, between Tomsk and Novokuznetsk. It is rich in iron and coal deposits.

Also called Kuzbass
 .









kV






abbreviation




kilovolt(s).













kvass

 
/kəˈväs kfäs/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Russia) a fermented drink, low in alcohol, made from rye flour or bread with malt.











– origin

 from Russian 
kvas

 .





kvell

 
/k(ə)vel/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 feel happy and proud




•
 
my mom was kvelling—bursting with pride.

















– origin

 1960s: from Yiddish 
kveln

 , from Middle High German, literally ‘well up.’





kvetch

 
/kəˈveCH kfeCH /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who complains a great deal.




2.
 
a complaint.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complain.











– origin

 1960s: from Yiddish 
kvetsh

 (noun), 
kvetshn

 (verb), from Middle High German 
quetschen

 , literally ‘crush.’





kW

 
//






abbreviation




kilowatt(s).













Kwa

 
/kwä/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a major branch of the Niger–Congo family of languages, spoken from Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) to Nigeria and including Igbo and Yoruba.








II.
 
noun




the Kwa group of languages.











– origin

 the name in Kwa.





kwacha

 
/ˈkwäCHə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Zambia and Malawi, equal to 100 ngwee in Zambia and 100 tambala in Malawi.











– origin

 Bemba, ‘dawn’: previously used as a Zambian nationalist slogan calling for a new “dawn” of freedom, later applied to the currency of the newly independent state.





Kwajalein

 
/ˈkwäjələn, -ˌlān/






the largest atoll in the Marshall Islands, in the west central Pacific Ocean, fought over by US and Japanese forces during World War II.









Kwakiutl

 
/ˌkwäkēˈo͞odl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the northwestern Pacific coast, living mainly on Vancouver Island.




2.
 
the Wakashan language of the Kwakiutl.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Kwakiutl or their language.











– origin

 the name in Kwakiutl.





Kwangchow

 
/ˈkwäNGˈCHō, ˈɡwäNGˈjō/






variant of Guangzhou
 .









Kwangju

 
/ˈɡwôNGˈjo͞o/






a city in southwestern South Korea; pop. 1,434,600 (est. 2008).









Kwangsi Chuang

 
/ˈkwäNGˌsē ˈCHwäNG, ˈɡwäNGˌsē/






variant of Guangxi Zhuang
 .









Kwangtung

 
/ˈkwäNGˈto͝oNG, ˈɡwäNGˈdo͝oNG/






variant of Guangdong
 .









kwanza

 
/ˈkwänzə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Angola, equal to 100 lwei.











– origin

 perhaps from a Swahili word meaning ‘first.’





Kwanzaa

 
/ˈkwänzə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a secular festival observed by many African Americans from December 26 to January 1 as a celebration of their cultural heritage and traditional values.











– origin

 from Kiswahili 
matunda ya kwanza

 , literally ‘first fruits (of the harvest),’ from 
kwanza

 ‘first.’





kwashiorkor

 
/ˌkwäSHēˈôrkər/





I.
 
noun




a form of malnutrition caused by protein deficiency in the diet, typically affecting young children in the tropics.











– origin

 1930s: a local word in Ghana.





KwaZulu-Natal

 
/kwäˌzo͞olo͞o näˈtäl/






a province of eastern South Africa, on the Indian Ocean; capital, Pietermaritzburg. Formerly called Natal, it became one of the new provinces of South Africa following the democratic elections of 1994.

See also Natal
 .









Kweichow

 
/ˈkwāˈCHou, -ˈCHō, ˈɡwāˈjō/






variant of Guizhou
 .









Kweilin

 
/ˈkwāˈlin, ˈɡwā-/






variant of Guilin
 .










Kweisui

 
/ˈkwāˈswā, ˈɡwā-/






former name (until 1954) of Hohhot
 .









Kweiyang

 
/ˈkwāˈyäNG, ˈɡwā-/






variant of Guiyang
 .









kWh






abbreviation




kilowatt-hour(s).













kW-hr






abbreviation




kilowatt-hour.













KWIC

 
/kwik/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 keyword in context, denoting a database search in which the keyword is shown highlighted in the middle of the display, with the text forming its context on either side.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





KY






abbreviation




Kentucky (in official postal use).













Ky.






abbreviation




Kentucky.














kyanite

 
/ˈkīəˌnīt /

 
cyanite





I.
 
noun




a blue or green crystalline mineral consisting of aluminum silicate, used in heat-resistant ceramics.








II.
 
derivatives





kyanitic

 
/ˌkīəˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
kuanos

 , 
kuaneos

 ‘dark blue’ + -ite
 1
 .





kyanize

 
/ˈkīəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (wood) with a solution of mercuric chloride to prevent decay.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after John H. 
Kyan

 (1774–1850), the Irish inventor who patented the process in 1832.





kyat

 
/kēˈ(y)ät, kyät, CHät/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Burma (Myanmar), equal to 100 pyas.











– origin

 Burmese.





Kyd, Thomas

 
/kid/






(1558–94), English playwright. His anonymously published 
The Spanish Tragedy

 (1592), an early example of revenge tragedy, was very popular on the Elizabethan stage.










Kyiv

 
/ˈkēyif/






Ukrainian name for Kiev
 .









kylix

 
/ˈkīliks, ˈkiliks/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Greek cup with a shallow bowl and a tall stem.











– origin

 from Greek 
kulix

 .





kymograph

 
/ˈkīməˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for recording variations in pressure, e.g., in sound waves or in blood within blood vessels, by the trace of a stylus on a rotating cylinder.








II.
 
derivatives





kymographic

 
/ˌkīməˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kuma

 ‘wave’ + -graph
 .





Kyoto

 
/kēˈ(y)ōdō/






an industrial city in central Japan, on the island of Honshu; pop. 1,389,595 (2007). Founded in the 8th century, it was the imperial capital from 794 until 1868.









kyphoplasty

 
/ˈkīfōˌplastē/






noun




the surgical filling of an injured or collapsed vertebra. This procedure restores original shape and configuration and relieves pain from spinal compression.














kyphosis

 
/kīˈfōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 excessive outward curvature of the spine, causing hunching of the back.

Compare with lordosis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





kyphotic

 
/-ˈfätik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
kuphōsis

 , from 
kuphos

 ‘bent, hunchbacked.’






Kyrgyzstan

 
/ˌkərɡəˈstan ˌkərɡəˈstän ˌkirɡiˈstan ˌkirɡiˈstän/





I.
 
a mountainous country in central Asia, on the northwestern border of China; pop. 5,431,700 (est. 2009); capital, Bishkek; official languages, Kyrgyz and Russian (since 2001). Also called 
Kyrgyz Republic

 .


Kirghizia
 .





The region was annexed by Russia in 1864 and became a constituent republic of the Soviet Union. When the Soviet Union broke up in 1991, Kyrgyzstan became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Independent States.





Kyrie

 
/ˈkirēˌā /

 
Kyrie eleison





I.
 
noun




a short repeated invocation (in Greek or in translation) used in many Christian liturgies, especially at the beginning of the Eucharist or as a response in a litany.











– origin

 from Greek 
Kurie eleēson

 ‘Lord, have mercy.’





Kyushu

 
/kēˈ(y)o͞oSHo͞o/






the most southerly of the four main islands of Japan, constituting an administrative region; pop. 13,232,000 (est. 2006); capital, Fukuoka.









Kyzyl

 
/kəˈzil/






a city in south central Russia, on the Yenisei River, capital of the republic of Tuva; pop. 108,100 (est. 2008).









Kyzyl Kum

 
/kəˌzil ˈko͞om/






an arid desert region in central Asia that extends east from the Aral Sea to the Pamir Mountains and covers part of Uzbekistan and southern Kazakhstan.









l

 
/el/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(giving position or direction) left




•
 
l to r: Gordon, Anthony, Jerry, and Mark.










2.
 
(chiefly in horse racing) length(s)




•
 
distances 5 l, 3 l.










3.
 
(
l.

 )
 — (in textual references) line




•
 
l. 648.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 liquid.




5.
 
liter(s).




6.
 
(
l.

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 pound(s)




•
 
a salary of 4l. a week.














II.
 
symbol




(in mathematical formulas) length.













L1


 
/el /

 
l






noun



1.
 
the twelfth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after K in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(
L

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital L


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a four-story 
L-shaped

 building.










4.
 
the Roman numeral for 50.

[originally a symbol identified with the letter 
L

 , because of coincidence of form. In ancient Roman notation, 
L

 with a stroke above denoted 50,000.]













L2


 
/el/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(in tables of sports results) games lost.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 levorotatory




•
 
L-tryptophan.










3.
 
(
L.

 )
 — Lake, Loch, or Lough (chiefly on maps)




•
 
L. Ontario.










4.
 
large (as a clothes size).




5.
 
Latin.




6.
 
Liberal.




7.
 
(
L.

 )
 — Linnaeus (as the source of names of animal and plant species)




•
 
Swallowtail Butterfly 
Papilio machaon

 (L., 1758).










8.
 
lire.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 Avogadro's number.




2.
 


[Physics]

 inductance.













la

 
/lä /

 


‹Brit.›

 lah





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in solmization) the sixth note of a major scale.




2.
 


[Music]

 the note A in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 Middle English: representing (as an arbitrary name for the note) the first syllable of Latin 
labii

 , taken from a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).





La






symbol




the chemical element lanthanum.













LA






abbreviation



1.
 
Library Association.




2.
 
Los Angeles.




3.
 
Louisiana (in official postal use).













La.






abbreviation




Louisiana.














laager

 
/ˈläɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(S. African)

 
‹historical›

 a camp or encampment formed by a circle of wagons.




2.
 
an entrenched position or viewpoint that is defended against opponents




•
 
an educational laager, isolated from the outside world.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(S. African)

 
‹historical›

 form (vehicles) into a laager.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(S. African)

 
‹historical›

 make camp.











– origin

 South African Dutch, from Dutch 
leger

 , 
lager

 ‘camp.’ Compare with lager
 and lair
 .





lab

 
/lab/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a laboratory




•
 
a science lab.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





Lab

 
/lab/






abbreviation




a Labrador dog.













Laban, Rudolf von

 
/ˈlābən/






(1879–1958), Hungarian choreographer and dancer. In 1920, he published the first of several volumes outlining Labanotation, his system of dance notation.









la Barca, Pedro Calderón de






see Calderón de la Barca, Pedro
 .









labarum

 
/ˈlabərəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 a banner or flag bearing symbolic motifs.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
‹historical›

 Constantine the Great's imperial standard, which bore Christian symbolic imagery fused with the military symbols of the Roman Empire.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin, of unknown origin.





lab coat






noun




a white protective coat worn by workers in a laboratory.














labdanum

 
/ˈlabdənəm /

 
ladanum





I.
 
noun




a gum resin obtained from the twigs of a southern European rockrose, used in perfumery and for fumigation.

[The rockrose is usually 
Cistus ladanifer

 , family 
Cistaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ladanon

 , 
lēdanon

 , from 
lēdon

 ‘mastic.’





Labé

 
/läˈbā/






a commercial town in west central Guinea, in the Fouta Djallon region, an Islamic center; pop. 59,600 (est. 2009).









labefaction

 
/ˌlabəˈfakSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 deterioration or downfall.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
labefactio(n-)

 , from 
labefacere

 ‘weaken,’ from 
labi

 ‘to fall’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





label

 
/ˈlābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of paper, fabric, plastic, or similar material attached to an object and giving information about it.




2.
 
a piece of fabric sewn inside a garment and bearing the brand name, size, or instructions for care.




3.
 
the piece of paper in the center of a phonograph record giving the artist and title.




4.
 
a company that produces recorded music




•
 
independent labels.










5.
 
the name or trademark of a fashion company




•
 
she plans to launch her own designer clothes label.










6.
 
a classifying phrase or name applied to a person or thing, especially one that is inaccurate or restrictive




•
 
my reluctance to stick a label on myself politically.










7.
 
(in a dictionary entry) a word or words used to specify the subject area, register, or geographical origin of the word being defined.




8.
 


[Computing]

 a string of characters used to refer to a particular instruction in a program.




9.
 


[Biology]

 
[Chemistry]

 a radioactive isotope, fluorescent dye, or enzyme used to make something identifiable for study.




10.
 


[Heraldry]

 a narrow horizontal strip, typically with three downward projections, that is superimposed on a coat of arms by an eldest son during the life of his father.




11.
 


[Architecture]

 another term for dripstone
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach a label to (something)




•
 
she labeled the parcels neatly, writing the addresses in capital letters.










2.
 
assign to a category, especially inaccurately or restrictively




•
 
children 
were labeled as

 bullies




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the critics labeled him a loser.










3.
 


[Biology]

 
[Chemistry]

 make (a substance, molecule, or cell) identifiable or traceable by replacing an atom with one of a distinctive radioactive isotope, or by attaching a fluorescent dye, enzyme, or other molecule.








III.
 
derivatives





labeler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a narrow strip or band): from Old French, ‘ribbon,’ probably of Germanic origin and related to lap
 1
 .





La Belle Province

 
/lä ˌbel prəˈväns/





I.
 
nickname for Quebec
 .







– origin

 French, literally ‘the Beautiful Province.’






labellum

 
/ləˈbeləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 each of a pair of lobes at the tip of the proboscis in some insects.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a central petal at the base of an orchid flower, typically larger than the other petals and of a different shape.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
labrum

 ‘lip.’





labelmate

 
/ˈlāblˌmāt/






noun




a musician, group, or singer that is signed to the same record label as another.













labia

 
/ˈlābēə/






plural noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the inner and outer folds of the vulva, at either side of the vagina.




2.
 
plural form of labium
 .













labial

 
/ˈlābēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 of or relating to the lips.




2.
 


[Dentistry]

 (of the surface of a tooth) adjacent to the lips.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 of, resembling, or serving as a lip, liplike part, or labium.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) requiring complete or partial closure of the lips (e.g., 
p

 , 
b

 , 
f

 , 
v

 , 
m

 , 
w

 ), or (of a vowel) requiring rounded lips (e.g., 
oo

 in m
oo

 n).








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a labial sound.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
labialize

 
/ˈlābēəˌlīz /






verb





labial
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)













2.
 
labially






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
labialis

 , from Latin 
labium

 ‘lip.’





labia majora

 
/ˌlābēə məˈjôrə/






plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the larger outer folds of the vulva.













labia minora

 
/ˌlābēə məˈnôrə/






plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the smaller inner folds of the vulva.













labiate

 
/ˈlābēət ˈlābēˌāt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant of the mint family (
Labiatae

 ) with a distinctive two-lobed flower.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the mint family.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 resembling or possessing a lip or labium.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘two-lipped,’ describing a corolla or calyx): from modern Latin 
labiatus

 , from 
labium

 ‘lip.’





labile

 
/ˈlāˌbīl ˈlābəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 liable to change; easily altered.




2.
 


‹technical›

 of or characterized by emotions that are easily aroused or freely expressed, and that tend to alter quickly and spontaneously; emotionally unstable.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Chemistry]

 easily broken down or displaced.








II.
 
derivatives





lability

 
/lāˈbilədē ləˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘liable to err or sin’): from late Latin 
labilis

 , from 
labi

 ‘to fall.’





labio-

 
/ˈlābēō/





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the lips




•
 
labiodental.

















– origin

 from Latin 
labium

 ‘lip.’





labiodental

 
/ˌlābēōˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) made with the lips and teeth, for example 
f

 and 
v

 .








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a labiodental sound.













labiovelar

 
/ˌlābēōˈvēlər/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) made with the lips and soft palate, for example 
w

 .








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a labiovelar sound.














labium

 
/ˈlābēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 a fused mouthpart that forms the floor of the mouth of an insect.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the lower lip of the flower of a plant of the mint family.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘lip, liplike structure’): from Latin, ‘lip’; related to labrum
 .





lablab

 
/ˈlablab/





I.
 
noun




another term for hyacinth bean
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Arabic 
lablāb

 .






labor

 
/ˈlābər /

 


‹Brit.›

 labour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
work, especially hard physical work




•
 
the price of repairs includes labor and parts




•
 
manual labor.










2.
 
workers, especially manual workers, considered collectively




•
 
nonunion casual labor.










3.
 
manual workers considered as a social class or political force


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the labor movement.










4.
 
(
Labor

 )
 — a department of government concerned with a nation's workforce




•
 
Secretary of Labor.










5.
 
the process of childbirth, especially the period from the start of uterine contractions to delivery




•
 
his wife is 
in labor

 .










6.
 
(
Labour

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — (in the UK or Canada) the Labour Party.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work hard; make great effort




•
 
they labored from dawn to dusk in two shifts




•
 
it now looks as if the reformers had labored in vain.










2.
 
work at an unskilled manual occupation




•
 
he was eking out an existence by laboring.










3.
 
have difficulty in doing something despite working hard




•
 
Coley labored against confident opponents.










4.
 
(of an engine) work noisily and with difficulty




•
 
the wheels churned, the engine laboring.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move or proceed with trouble or difficulty




•
 
they 
labored up

 a steep, tortuous track.










6.
 
(of a ship) roll or pitch heavily.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 till (the ground)




•
 
the land belonged to him who labored it.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a labor of Hercules






see Hercules
 .









2.
 
a labor of love






a task done for pleasure, not reward.









3.
 
labor the point






explain or discuss something at excessive or unnecessary length.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





labor under





a.
 
carry (a heavy load or object) with difficulty.




b.
 
be deceived or misled by (a mistaken belief)




•
 
you've been laboring under a misapprehension.





















– origin

 Middle English 
labo(u)r

 , from Old French 
labour

 (noun), 
labourer

 (verb), both from Latin 
labor

 ‘toil, trouble.’





laboratory

 
/ˈlabrəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building equipped for scientific experiments, research, or teaching, or for the manufacture of drugs or chemicals




•
 
pepsin can be extracted in the laboratory




•
 
a film processing laboratory




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a laboratory technician.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of an animal) bred for or used in experiments in laboratories




•
 
studies on laboratory rats.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
laboratorium

 , from Latin 
laborare

 ‘to labor.’






labor camp

 
/ˈlābər kamp/






noun




a prison camp in which a regime of hard labor is enforced.













Labor Day

 
/ˈlābər ˌdā/






noun




a public holiday or day of festivities held in honor of working people, in the US and Canada on the first Monday in September, in many other countries on May 1.













labored

 
/ˈlābərd /

 


‹Brit.›

 laboured






adjective



1.
 
done with great effort and difficulty




•
 
his breathing was becoming less labored.










2.
 
(especially of humor or a performance) not spontaneous or fluent




•
 
one of Arthur's labored jokes.



















laborer

 
/ˈlāb(ə)rər /

 


‹Brit.›

 labourer






noun




a person doing unskilled manual work for wages




•
 
a farm laborer.



















labor force

 
/ˈlābər fôrs/






noun




all the members of a particular organization or population who are able to work, viewed collectively.













labor-intensive

 
/ˌlābərinˈtensiv/






adjective




(of a form of work) needing a large workforce or a large amount of work in relation to output




•
 
the labor-intensive task of tagging each item in the store.



















laborious

 
/ləˈbôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a task, process, or journey) requiring considerable effort and time




•
 
years of laborious training




•
 
the work is very slow and laborious.










2.
 
(especially of speech or writing style) showing obvious signs of effort and lacking in fluency




•
 
his slow, laborious style.














II.
 
derivatives





laboriousness

 
/ləˈbôrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘industrious, assiduous’): from Old French 
laborieux

 , from Latin 
laboriosus

 , from 
labor

 ‘labor.’





laboriously

 
/ləˈbôrēəslē/






adverb




in a way that takes considerable time and effort




•
 
the boys were laboriously copying down sentences from the blackboard




•
 
she breathed slowly and laboriously.



















Laborite

 
/ˈlābəˌrīt /

 


‹Brit.›

 Labourite






noun




a member or supporter of a labor party.













labor market






noun




the supply of available workers in relation to available work




•
 
a diverse workforce in a tight labor market.




















labor pain






noun

 — [usu. in 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
one of the recurrent pains felt by a woman during childbirth.

Also called birth pang
 .













labor party






noun



1.
 
a political party formed to represent the interests of ordinary working people.




2.
 
(
the Labor Party

 )
 — a major party in Israel, Australia, and certain other countries.




3.
 
variant spelling of Labour Party
 .













Labor Party, Australian






see Australian Labor Party
 .









labor-saving

 
/ˈlābərˌsāviNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an appliance) designed to reduce the amount of work needed to complete a task.














labor union

 
/ˈlābər ˈyo͞onyən/






noun




an organized association of workers, often in a trade or profession, formed to protect and further their rights and interests.














Labour Party

 
//






a major left-of-center British party that since World War II has been in power 1945–51, 1964–70, 1974–79, and 1997–2010. Arising from the trade union movement at the end of the 19th century, it replaced the Liberals as the country's second party after World War I.









labra

 
/ˈlābrə, ˈlabrə/






plural form of labrum
 .










labradoodle

 
/ˈlabrəˌdo͞odl/





I.
 
noun




a dog that is a cross-breed of a Labrador and a standard poodle.











– origin

 1970s: blend of Labrador
 2
 and poodle
 .





Labrador1


 
/ˈlabrəˌdôr/






a coastal region of eastern Canada that forms the mainland part of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador.










Labrador2


 
/ˈlabrəˌdôr /

 
Labrador retriever





I.
 
noun




a retriever of a breed that predominantly has a black or yellow coat, widely used as a gun dog or as a guide for a blind person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after the Labrador Peninsula
 , where the breed was developed. The name 
Labrador dog

 had been applied in the 19th cent. to a much larger breed, similar to the Newfoundland.





Labrador Current






a cold ocean current that flows south from the Arctic Ocean along the northeastern coast of North America. It meets the warm Gulf Stream in an area off the coast of Newfoundland that is noted for dense fogs.









labradorite

 
/ˈlabrədôˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral of the plagioclase feldspar group, found in many igneous rocks.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Labrador Peninsula
 , where it was found, + -ite
 1
 .






Labrador Peninsula






a broad peninsula in eastern Canada, between Hudson Bay, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Consisting of the Ungava Peninsula and Labrador, it contains most of Quebec and the mainland part of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador. Also called 
Labrador-Ungava

 .









Labrador Sea






a section of the Atlantic Ocean between Labrador and southern Greenland, noted for its icebergs.









Labrador tea






noun




a low-growing northern shrub of the heath family, with fragrant leathery evergreen leaves that are sometimes used as a tea substitute.

[
Ledum groenlandicum

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]













labret

 
/ˈlābret, -brit/





I.
 
noun




an object such as a small piece of shell, bone, or stone inserted into the lip as an ornament in some cultures.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: diminutive of labrum
 .






labrum

 
/ˈlābrəm, ˈlabrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a structure corresponding to a lip, especially the upper border of the mouthparts of a crustacean or insect.








II.
 
derivatives





labral

 
/ˈlābrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘lip’; related to labium
 .






labrusca

 
/ləˈbro͝oskə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for fox grape
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
labrusca grapes.










2.
 
a wine made from the labrusca grape.











– origin

 from Latin 
labrusca

 , denoting a wild vine.





Labuan

 
/ləˈbo͞oən/






a small Malaysian island off the northern coast of Borneo; pop. 85,000 (2009); capital, Victoria.









laburnum

 
/ləˈbərnəm/





I.
 
noun




a small European tree that has hanging clusters of yellow flowers succeeded by slender pods containing poisonous seeds. The hard timber is sometimes used as an ebony substitute. Native to Central and Southern Europe, laburnums have been widely planted as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Laburnum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin.





labyrinth

 
/ˈlab(ə)ˌrinTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a complicated irregular network of passages or paths in which it is difficult to find one's way; a maze




•
 


a labyrinth of

 passages and secret chambers.










2.
 
an intricate and confusing arrangement




•
 


a labyrinth of

 conflicting laws and regulations.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a complex structure in the inner ear that contains the organs of hearing and balance. It consists of bony cavities (the 
bony labyrinth

 ) filled with fluid and lined with sensitive membranes (the 
membranous labyrinth

 ).




4.
 


[Zoology]

 an organ of intricate structure, in particular the accessory respiratory organs of certain fishes.








II.
 
derivatives





labyrinthian

 
/ˌlabəˈrinTHēən /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (referring to the maze constructed by Daedalus to house the Minotaur): from French 
labyrinthe

 or Latin 
labyrinthus

 , from Greek 
laburinthos

 .





labyrinth fish






noun




a freshwater fish with poorly developed gills and a labyrinthine accessory breathing organ, native to Africa and Asia.

[Suborder 
Anabantoidei

 : 
Belontiidae

 and related families, with many species, including such popular aquarium fishes as the gouramis and the fighting fish.]













labyrinthine

 
/ˌlab(ə)ˈrinTHin ˌlab(ə)ˈrinˌTHēn ˌlab(ə)ˈrinˌTHīn/






adjective



1.
 
(of a network) like a labyrinth; irregular and twisting




•
 
labyrinthine streets and alleys.










2.
 
(of a system) intricate and confusing




•
 
labyrinthine plots and counterplots.



















labyrinthitis

 
/ˌlabərənˈTHīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the labyrinth or inner ear.













labyrinthodont

 
/ˌlabəˈrinTHədänt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of teeth) having the enamel deeply folded to form a labyrinthine structure.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Paleontology]

 of or relating to a group of large fossil amphibians of the late Devonian to early Triassic periods having labyrinthodont teeth.








II.
 
noun




a labyrinthodont amphibian.

[Former subclass 
Labyrinthodontia

 : several families, but no longer considered to be a single group.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Labyrinthodontia

 , from Greek 
laburinthos

 ‘labyrinth’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’






lac1


 
/lak/





I.
 
noun




a resinous substance secreted as a protective covering by the lac insect, used to make varnish, shellac, sealing wax, dyes, etc.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
lac

 , 
lac(c)a

 , from Portuguese 
laca

 , based on Hindi 
lākh

 or Persian 
lāk

 .





lac2


 
/lak/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 denoting the ability of normal strains of the bacterium 
E. coli

 to metabolize lactose, or the genetic factors involved in this ability (which is lost in some mutant strains).











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of lactose
 .





lac3


 
/lak/






noun




variant spelling of lakh
 .













Lacan, Jacques

 
/läˈkäN/





I.
 
(1901–81), French psychoanalyst and writer. A notable poststructuralist, he reinterpreted Freudian psychoanalysis, especially the theory of the unconscious, in the light of structural linguistics and anthropology.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Lacanian

 
/ləˈkānēən, -ˈkan- /






adjective, noun













2.
 
Lacanianism

 
/ləˈkānēəˌnizəm, -ˈkan- /






noun





















Laccadive Islands

 
/ˈlakəˌdīv ˌīləndz/






one of the groups of islands that form the Indian Union Territory of Lakshadweep in the Indian Ocean.









laccolith

 
/ˈlakəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a mass of igneous rock, typically lens-shaped, that has been intruded between rock strata causing uplift in the shape of a dome.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
lakkos

 ‘reservoir’ + -lith
 .






lace

 
/lās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine open fabric, typically one of cotton or silk, made by looping, twisting, or knitting thread in patterns and used especially for trimming garments.




2.
 
braid used for trimming, especially on military dress uniforms.




3.
 
(usu. 
laces

 )
 — a cord or leather strip passed through eyelets or hooks on opposite sides of a shoe or garment and then pulled tight and fastened.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten or tighten (a shoe or garment) by tying its laces




•
 
he put the shoes on and 
laced

 them 
up

 .










2.
 
(
lace someone into

 )
 — fasten someone into (a garment) by tightening the laces




•
 
Morris laced Bill and David into boxing gloves.










3.
 
(
lace something through

 )
 — pass a lace or cord through (a hole).




4.
 
compress the waist of (someone) with a laced corset




•
 
Rosina 
laced

 her 
up

 tight to show off her neat, pretty waist.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a garment or shoe) be fastened by means of laces




•
 
the shoes laced at the front.










6.
 
entwine or tangle (things, especially fingers) together




•
 
he 
laced

 his fingers 
together

 and sat back.










7.
 
(usu. 
be laced with

 )
 — add an ingredient, especially alcohol, to (a drink or dish) to enhance its flavor or strength




•
 
he gave us coffee laced with brandy




•
 


‹figurative›

 his voice was laced with derision.










8.
 
hit (something, especially a baseball) hard




•
 
he laced a double down the first-base line.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





lace into








‹informal›

 assail or tackle (something)




•
 
Marion laced into her opponent with a blistering criticism.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
laz

 , 
las

 (noun), 
lacier

 (verb), based on Latin 
laqueus

 ‘noose’ (also an early sense in English). Compare with lasso
 .





lacebark

 
/ˈlāsbärk/






noun




any of a number of trees or shrubs that possess a lacy bark or inner bark, in particular

[● an evergreen Caribbean shrub with a lacy inner bark that is used ornamentally (
Lagetta lagetto

 , family 
Thymelaeaceae

 ). ● a small ornamental New Zealand tree (genus 
Hoheria

 , family 
Malvaceae

 ).]













lace bug






noun




a small plant-eating bug that has a raised netlike pattern on the wings and upper surface.

[Family 
Tingidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : several genera.]













lace-curtain






adjective






‹informal›

 having social pretensions; self-consciously genteel




•
 
the fancy sons of lace-curtain Boston lawyers.



















-laced

 
/lāst/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
contaminated with a substance (usually harmful or toxic) present in small amounts




•
 
dioxin-laced sludge




•
 
anthrax-laced letters.



















Lacedaemonian

 
/ˌlasədəˈmōnēən/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Lacedaemon, an area of ancient Greece comprising the city of Sparta and its surroundings.








II.
 
adjective




of Lacedaemon or its inhabitants; Spartan.













lacemaking

 
/ˈlāsˌmākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity of making lace.








II.
 
derivatives





lacemaker

 
/ˈlāsˌmākər /






noun





















lace pillow






noun




a hard cushion placed on the lap to provide support in lacemaking.













lacerate

 
/ˈlasəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tear or make deep cuts in (flesh or skin)




•
 
the point had lacerated his neck




•
 (as 
adj.

 
lacerated

 )
 
his badly lacerated hands and knees.










2.
 
criticize forcefully or severely




•
 
her true venom seems reserved for the media itself as she lacerates our obsession with celebrity




•
 (as 
adj.

 
lacerating

 )
 
a lacerating critique of the war.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lacerat-

 ‘mangled,’ from the verb 
lacerare

 , from 
lacer

 ‘mangled, torn.’





laceration

 
/ˌlasəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




a deep cut or tear in skin or flesh




•
 
he suffered lacerations to his head and face




•
 
his death was due to multiple skull fractures with laceration of the brain.



















Lacerta

 
/ləˈsərdə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and inconspicuous northern constellation (the Lizard), on the edge of the Milky Way between Cygnus and Andromeda.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Lacertae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Lacertae.













– origin

 Latin.





lacertid

 
/ləˈsərdəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a lizard of a large family (
Lacertidae

 ) to which most European lizards belong.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Lacertidae

 (plural), from Latin 
lacerta

 ‘lizard.’






Lacertilia

 
/ˌlasərˈtilyə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of reptiles that comprises the lizards.

Also called Sauria
 . [Suborder 
Lacertilia

 (or 
Sauria

 ), order 
Squamata

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
lacerta

 ‘lizard.’





lacertilian

 
/ˌlasərˈtilyən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a reptile of the suborder Lacertilia; a lizard.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting lacertilians.













lace-up

 
/ˈlās ˌəp/





I.
 
adjective




(of a shoe or garment) fastened with laces




•
 
flat lace-up shoes.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a shoe or boot that is fastened with laces




•
 
brown leather lace-ups.



















lacewing

 
/ˈlāsˌwiNG/






noun




a slender, delicate insect with large clear membranous wings. Both the adults and larvae are typically predators of aphids.

[Several families in the order 
Neuroptera

 , in particular 
Chrysopidae

 (the 
green lacewings

 ).]













lacewood

 
/ˈlāswo͝od/






noun




the timber of the plane tree.













lacework

 
/ˈlāswərk/






noun



1.
 
lace fabric and other items made of lace viewed collectively.




2.
 
the process of making lace.













laches

 
/ˈlaCHəz/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 unreasonable delay in making an assertion or claim, such as asserting a right, claiming a privilege, or making an application for redress, which may result in refusal.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘slackness, negligence’): from Old French 
laschesse

 , from 
lasche

 ‘loose, lax,’ based on Latin 
laxus

 . The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.





Lachesis

 
/ˈläkəsəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
one of the three Fates.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘obtaining by lot.’





Lachlan

 
/ˈläklən/





I.
 
a river of New South Wales in Australia that rises in the Great Dividing Range and flows about 920 miles (1,472 km) northwest and then southwest to join the Murrumbidgee River near the border with Victoria.







– origin

 named after 
Lachlan

 Macquarie (1761–1824), the governor of New South Wales 1809–21.





lachrymal

 
/ˈlakrəməl /

 
lacrimal
 , lacrymal





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 connected with weeping or tears.




2.
 
(usu. 
lacrimal

 )
 — 

[Physiology]

 
[Anatomy]

 concerned with the secretion of tears




•
 
lacrimal cells.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
lacrimal

 or 
lacrimal bone

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a small bone forming part of the eye socket.




2.
 
short for lachrymal vase
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): from medieval Latin 
lachrymalis

 , from Latin 
lacrima

 ‘tear.’






lachrymal vase






noun






‹historical›

 a vial holding the tears of mourners at a funeral.













lachrymation

 
/ˌlakrəˈmāSHən /

 
lacrimation
 , lacrymation





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 
[Medicine]

 the flow of tears.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
lacrimatio(n-)

 , from 
lacrimare

 ‘weep,’ from 
lacrima

 ‘tear.’





lachrymator

 
/ˈlakrəˌmādər /

 
lacrimator






noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 a substance that irritates the eyes and causes tears to flow.













lachrymatory

 
/ˈlakrəməˌtôrē /

 
lacrimatory





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 relating to, tending to cause, or containing tears




•
 
a lachrymatory secretion.














II.
 
noun




a vial of a kind found in ancient Roman tombs and thought to be a lachrymal vase.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun denoting a vial): from Latin 
lacrima

 , on the pattern of 
chrismatory

 .





lachrymose

 
/ˈlakrəˌmōs ˈlakrəˌmōz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 tearful or given to weeping




•
 
she was pink-eyed and lachrymose.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 inducing tears; sad




•
 
a lachrymose children's classic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lachrymosely






adverb













2.
 
lachrymosity

 
/ˌlakrəˈmäsətē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘like tears; liable to exude in drops’): from Latin 
lacrimosus

 , from 
lacrima

 ‘tear.’





lacing

 
/ˈlāsiNG/






noun



1.
 
the laced fastening of a shoe or garment.




2.
 
lace trimming, especially on a uniform.




3.
 
a dash of liquor added to a drink




•
 
coffee to which he added 
a

 liberal 
lacing of

 brandy.



















laciniate

 
/ləˈsinēāt /

 
laciniated





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 divided into deep narrow irregular segments.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
lacinia

 ‘fringe, hem, flap of a garment’ + -ate
 2
 .





lac insect

 
/ˈlak ˌinsekt/






noun




an Asian scale insect that lives on trees and produces secretions that are used in the production of shellac.

[
Laccifer lacca

 , family 
Lacciferidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 .]














lack

 
/lak/





I.
 
noun




the state of being without or not having enough of something




•
 
the case was dismissed 
for lack of

 evidence




•
 
there is 
no lack of

 entertainment aboard ship




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
there is a lack of parking space in the town.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be without or deficient in




•
 
the novel lacks imagination




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
lacks in

 patience




•
 
Sam did not 
lack for

 friends.

















– origin

 Middle English: corresponding to, and perhaps partly from, Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
lak

 ‘deficiency,’ Middle Dutch 
laken

 ‘lack, blame.’






lackadaisical

 
/ˌlakəˈdāzək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




lacking enthusiasm and determination; carelessly lazy




•
 
a lackadaisical defense left the Spurs adrift in the second half.














II.
 
derivatives





lackadaisically

 
/ˌlakəˈdāzik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (also in the sense ‘feebly sentimental’): from the archaic interjection 
lackaday

 , 
lackadaisy

 (see alack
 ) + -ical
 .





lackaday

 
/ˈlakəˌdā/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 an expression of surprise, regret, or grief.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: shortening of 
alack-a-day

 .





Lackawanna

 
/ˌlakəˈwänə/






an industrial city in western New York, on Lake Erie, west of Buffalo; pop. 17,588 (est. 2008).










lackey

 
/ˈlakē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a servant, especially a liveried footman or manservant.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person who is obsequiously willing to obey or serve another person or group of people.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 behave servilely to; wait upon as a lackey.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
laquais

 , perhaps from Catalan 
alacay

 , from Arabic 
al-ḵā'id

 ‘the chief.’





lacking

 
/ˈlakiNG/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not available or in short supply




•
 
adequate resources and funds are both sadly lacking at present.










2.
 
(of a quality) missing or absent




•
 
there was something lacking in our marriage.










3.
 
deficient or inadequate




•
 
the students are not 
lacking in

 intellectual ability




•
 
workers were asked in what way they 
found

 their managers 
lacking

 .



















lackluster

 
/ˈlakˌləstər /

 


‹Brit.›

 lacklustre






adjective



1.
 
lacking in vitality, force, or conviction; uninspired or uninspiring




•
 
no excuses were made for the team's lackluster performance.










2.
 
(of the hair or the eyes) not shining; dull.














Lac Léman

 
/läk leˈmäN/






French name for Lake Geneva (see Geneva, Lake
 ).









Laconia

 
/ləˈkōnyə /

 
Lakonia





I.
 
a modern department and an ancient region of Greece, in the southeastern Peloponnese. Throughout the classical period the region was dominated by its capital, Sparta.




II.
 
derivatives





Laconian






adjective, noun





















laconic

 
/ləˈkänik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, speech, or style of writing) using very few words




•
 
his laconic reply suggested a lack of interest in the topic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laconically

 
/ləˈkänək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
laconicism

 
/ləˈkänəˌsizəm /






noun













3.
 
laconism

 
/ˈlakəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘Laconian’): via Latin from Greek 
Lakōnikos

 , from 
Lakōn

 ‘Laconia, Sparta,’ the Spartans being known for their terse speech.






La Coruña

 
/ˌlä kəˈro͞on(y)ə/






Spanish name for Corunna
 .









lacquer

 
/ˈlakər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a liquid made of shellac dissolved in alcohol, or of synthetic substances, that dries to form a hard protective coating for wood, metal, etc.




2.
 
(also 
hair lacquer

 )
 — British term for hair spray
 .




3.
 
the sap of the lacquer tree used to varnish wood or other materials.




4.
 
decorative objects made of wood coated with lacquer


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a small lacquer box.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
lacquered

 )


1.
 
coat with lacquer




•
 
choose from brushed or lacquered copper.














III.
 
derivatives





lacquerer

 
/ˈlak(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting lac): from obsolete French 
lacre

 ‘sealing wax,’ from Portuguese 
laca

 (see lac
 1
 ).






lacquer tree






noun




an eastern Asian tree with white sap that turns dark on exposure to air, producing a hard-wearing varnish traditionally used in lacquerware.

[
Rhus verniciflua

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]













lacquerware

 
/ˈlakərˌwer/






noun




articles that have a decorative lacquer coating, viewed collectively.













lacquerwork

 
/ˈlakərˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
lacquerware.




2.
 
the design, construction, or finish of lacquerware.













lacquey






noun, verb




archaic spelling of lackey
 .














lacrosse

 
/ləˈkrôs/





I.
 
noun




a team game, originally played by North American Indians, in which the ball is thrown, caught, and carried with a long-handled stick having a curved L-shaped or triangular frame at one end with a piece of shallow netting in the angle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
(le jeu de) la crosse

 ‘(the game of) the hooked stick.’ Compare with crosse
 .





La Crosse

 
/lə ˈkrôs, ˈkräs/






an industrial and commercial city in western Wisconsin, on the Mississippi River; pop. 50,902 (est. 2008).









lactalbumin

 
/ˌlaktalˈbyo͞omən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein or mixture of similar proteins occurring in milk, obtained after the removal of casein and soluble in a salt solution.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from lacto-
 ‘of milk’ + albumin
 .






lactam

 
/ˈlaktam/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing an amide group —NHCO— as part of a ring.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of lactone
 and amide
 .





lactarius

 
/ˌlakˈterēəs/






noun




a large woodland mushroom with a concave cap, the flesh exuding a white or colored milky fluid when cut.

[Genus 
Lactarius

 , family 
Russulaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 : several species, including the edible 
orange milk lactarius

 (
L. deliciosus

 ).]













lactase

 
/ˈlaktās/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the hydrolysis of lactose to glucose and galactose.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from lactose
 + -ase
 .





lactate1


 
/lakˈtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a female mammal) secrete milk.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from lactation
 .





lactate2


 
/ˈlakˌtāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of lactic acid.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from lactic
 + -ate
 1
 .






lactation

 
/lakˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the secretion of milk by the mammary glands.




2.
 
the suckling of young.








II.
 
derivatives





lactational

 
/-ˈtāSHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lactatio(n-)

 , from 
lactare

 ‘suckle,’ from 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk.’





lacteal

 
/ˈlaktēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of milk.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 (of a vessel) conveying chyle or other milky fluid.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
lacteals

 )


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the lymphatic vessels of the small intestine that absorb digested fats.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lacteus

 (from 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk’) + -al
 .





lactescent

 
/lakˈtes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
milky in appearance.




2.
 


[Botany]

 yielding a milky latex.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lactescent-

 ‘being milky,’ from the verb 
lactere

 , from 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk.’






lactic

 
/ˈlaktik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or obtained from milk.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk’ + -ic
 .





lactic acid

 
/ˌlaktik ˈasəd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a colorless syrupy organic acid formed in sour milk and produced in the muscle tissues during strenuous exercise.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CH(OH)COOH.]













lactiferous

 
/ˌlakˈtif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 forming or conveying milk or milky fluid




•
 
lactiferous ducts.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk’ + -ferous
 .






lacto-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or relating to milk




•
 
lactometer.










2.
 
from or relating to lactic acid or lactose




•
 
lactobacillus.

















– origin

 from Latin 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk.’





lactobacillus

 
/ˌlaktōbəˈsiləs/






noun






[Biology]

 a rod-shaped bacterium that produces lactic acid from the fermentation of carbohydrates.

[Genus 
Lactobacillus

 ; nonmotile Gram-postive bacteria.]













lactoferrin

 
/ˌlaktōˈferən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in milk and other secretions, with bactericidal and iron-binding properties.













lactoflavin

 
/ˌlaktōˈflāvin, ˈlaktōˌflāvin/






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for riboflavin
 .













lactogenic

 
/ˌlaktəˈjenik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a hormone or other substance) inducing the secretion of milk.













lactoglobulin

 
/ˌlaktōˈɡläbyələn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein or mixture of similar proteins occurring in milk, obtained after the removal of casein and precipitated in a salt solution.













lactometer

 
/lakˈtämədər/






noun




an instrument for measuring the density of milk.














lactone

 
/ˈlaktōn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing an ester group —OCO— as part of a ring.













lacto-ovo-vegetarian

 
/ˌlaktōˌōvōˌvejəˈterēən/






noun




a person who eats vegetables, eggs, and dairy products but who does not eat meat.













lactoprotein

 
/ˌlaktōˈprōtēn/






noun




the protein component of milk.














lactose

 
/ˈlakˌtōs ˈlakˌtōz/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar present in milk. It is a disaccharide containing glucose and galactose units.













lactovegetarian

 
/ˌlaktōˌvejəˈterēən/






noun




a person who abstains from eating meat and eggs, but who eats dairy products.













lactulose

 
/ˈlakt(y)əˌlōs, -ˌlōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic sugar with laxative properties. It is a disaccharide consisting of glucose and fructose units.











– origin

 1930s: from lacto-
 ‘of milk,’ perhaps on the pattern of 
cellulose

 .






lacuna

 
/ləˈk(y)o͞onə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unfilled space or interval; a gap




•
 
the journal has filled a lacuna in Middle Eastern studies.










2.
 
a missing portion in a book or manuscript.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a cavity or depression, especially in bone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lacunal

 
/ləˈk(y)o͞onl /






adjective













2.
 
lacunary

 
/ˈlakyəˌnerē, ləˈk(y)o͞onərē /






adjective













3.
 
lacunate

 
/ˈlakyəˌnāt, -nit /






adjective













4.
 
lacunose

 
/ˈlakyəˌnōs, -ˌnōz /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘pool,’ from 
lacus

 ‘lake.’





lacunar1


 
/ləˈk(y)o͞onər/






adjective




of or relating to a lacuna.













lacunar2


 
/ləˈk(y)o͞onər/






noun



1.
 
a vault or ceiling consisting of recessed panels.




2.
 
a panel in a lacunar.













lacustrine

 
/ləˈkəstrən/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 of, relating to, or associated with lakes.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
lacus

 ‘lake’ (the stem 
lacustr-

 influenced by Latin 
palustris

 ‘marshy’) + -ine
 1
 .





lacy

 
/ˈlāsē/





I.
 
adjective




made of, resembling, or trimmed with lace




•
 
a lacy petticoat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lacily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
laciness






noun





















lad

 
/lad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a boy or young man (often as a form of address)




•
 
I read that book when I was a lad




•
 
come in, lad, and shut the door.










2.
 
(
lads

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a group of men sharing recreational, working, or other interests




•
 
she wouldn't let him go out with 
the lads

 anymore.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a man who is boisterously macho in his behavior or actions, especially one who is interested in sexual conquest




•
 
Tony was 
a bit of a lad

 —always had an eye for the women.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a stable worker (regardless of age or sex).











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





Ladakh

 
/ləˈdäk/






a high-altitude region in northwestern India, Pakistan, and China that contains the Ladakh and Karakoram mountain ranges and the upper Indus valley.









Ladakhi

 
/ləˈdäkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Ladakh.




2.
 
the language of Ladakh, a dialect of Tibetan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Ladakh, the Ladakhis, or their language.











– origin

 the name in Ladakhi.





ladder

 
/ˈladər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure consisting of a series of bars or steps between two upright lengths of wood, metal, or rope, used for climbing up or down something.




2.
 
a series of ascending stages by which someone or something may advance or progress




•
 
employees on their way up the career ladder.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 (in tights or stockings) a run.








II.
 
verb






(Brit.)

 (with reference to tights or stockings) develop or cause to develop a run.











– origin

 Old English 
hlǣd(d)er

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leer

 and German 
Leiter

 .





ladder-back

 
/ˈladərˌbak /

 
ladder-back chair






noun




an upright chair with a back resembling a ladder.













ladder stitch






noun




a stitch in embroidery consisting of transverse bars.













ladder tournament

 
/ˈladər ˈtərnəmənt/






noun




a sporting contest in which the participants are listed in ranking order and can move up by defeating the contestant above.













laddie

 
/ˈladē/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a boy or young man (often as a form of address)




•
 
he's just a wee laddie.



















laddish

 
/ˈladiSH/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 characteristic of a young man who behaves in a boisterously macho manner.








II.
 
derivatives





laddishness






noun





















laddu

 
/ˈlado͞o/





I.
 
noun




an Indian confection, typically made from flour, sugar, and shortening, that is shaped into a ball.











– origin

 from Hindi 
laḍḍū

 .






lade

 
/lād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 load (a ship or other vessel).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 ship (goods) as cargo.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a ship) take on cargo.











– origin

 Old English 
hladan

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
laden

 ‘to load,’ also to ladle
 and perhaps to lathe
 .





laden

 
/ˈlādn/





I.
 
adjective




heavily loaded or weighed down




•
 
a tree 
laden with

 apples




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the moisture-laden air.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: past participle of lade
 .





ladette

 
/ladˈet/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a young woman who behaves in a boisterously assertive or crude manner and engages in heavy drinking.











– origin

 1990s: from 
lad

 + 
-ette

 .





la-di-da

 
/ˌlä dē ˈdä /

 

‹informal›


 
lah-di-dah
 , la-de-da





I.
 
adjective




pretentious or snobbish, especially in manner or speech




•
 
do I really look or sound like a la-di-da society lawyer?

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative of an affected manner of speech.





ladies

 
/ˈlādēz/






plural form of lady
 .









ladies chain






noun




a figure in a square dance or other dance.













ladies' man

 
lady's man






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a man who enjoys spending time and flirting with women.













ladies' night






noun



1.
 
a time at a bar or nightclub when women are charged less or admitted free.




2.
 
a function at a men's institution or club to which women are invited.














ladies' room

 
/ˈlādēzro͞oːm/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a restroom for women in a public or institutional building.













ladies' tresses

 
lady's tresses






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a short orchid with small white flowers arranged in a single or double spiral, growing chiefly in north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Spiranthes

 (and 
Goodyera

 ), family 
Orchidaceae

 : several species, including the 
slender ladies' tresses

 (
S. gracilis

 ) of North America.]













Ladin

 
/ləˈdēn/





I.
 
noun




the Rhaeto-Romanic dialect of the Engadine in Switzerland.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
Latinus

 (see Latin
 ).





lading

 
/ˈlādiNG/






noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 the action or process of loading a ship or other vessel with cargo.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a cargo.













ladino

 
/ləˈdīnō, -ˈdēnō/





I.
 
noun




a white clover of a large variety native to Italy and cultivated for fodder in North America.











– origin

 1920s: from Italian.






Ladino

 
/ləˈdēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the language of some Sephardic Jews, especially formerly in Mediterranean countries. It is based on medieval Spanish, with an admixture of Hebrew, Greek, and Turkish words, and is written in modified Hebrew characters.

Also called Judezmo
 .




2.
 
a mestizo or Spanish-speaking white person in Central America.











– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
Latinus

 (see Latin
 ).





Ladislaus I

 
/ˌladisˌlôs T͟Həˈfərst ˌladisˌlous T͟Həˈfərst/






(
c.

 1040–95), king of Hungary 1077–95; canonized as 
St. Ladislaus

 . He extended Hungarian power and advanced the spread of Christianity. Feast day, June 27.










Ladislaus II






(
c.

 1351–1434), king of Poland 1386–1434; Polish name 
Władysław

 . As grand duke of Lithuania, he came to the Polish throne upon his marriage to the Polish monarch, 
Queen Jadwiga

 , thus uniting Lithuania and Poland.










ladle

 
/ˈlādl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large long-handled spoon with a cup-shaped bowl, used for serving soup, stew, or sauce.




2.
 
a vessel for transporting molten metal in a foundry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
serve (soup, stew, or sauce) with a ladle




•
 
she 
ladled out

 onion soup.










2.
 
provide (information, advice, etc.) lavishly or overgenerously




•
 
he was 
ladling out

 his personal philosophy of life.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ladleful

 
/ˈlādlˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
ladler






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlædel

 , from 
hladan

 (see lade
 ).





Ladoga, Lake

 
/ˈlädəɡə, ˈlad-/






a lake in northwestern Russia, northeast of St. Petersburg, near the border with Finland. It is the largest lake in Europe, with an area of 6,837 square miles (17,700 sq km).










lad's love






noun




another term for southernwood
 .














lady

 
/ˈlādē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman (used as a polite or old-fashioned form of reference)




•
 
I spoke to the lady at the travel agency




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a lady doctor.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an informal, often brusque, form of address to a woman




•
 
I'm sorry, lady, but you have the wrong number.










3.
 
a woman of superior social position, especially one of noble birth




•
 
lords and ladies and royalty were once entertained at the house.










4.
 
a courteous, decorous, or genteel woman




•
 
his wife was a real lady, with such nice manners.










5.
 
(
Lady

 )
 — (in the UK) a title used by peeresses, female relatives of peers, the wives and widows of knights, etc.




•
 
Lady Caroline Lamb.










6.
 
(
one's lady

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 a man's wife




•
 
welcoming the vice president and his lady.










7.
 
(also 
lady friend

 )
 — a woman with whom a man is romantically or sexually involved




•
 
the young man bought a rose for his lady.










8.
 


‹historical›

 a woman to whom a man, especially a knight, is chivalrously devoted.




9.
 
(
the ladies

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a women's public restroom.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
it isn't over till the fat lady sings






used to convey that there is still time for a situation to change.

[by association with the final aria in tragic opera.]









2.
 
ladies who lunch








‹informal›

 
‹or often derogatory›

 women with both the means and the free time to meet each other socially for lunch in expensive restaurants.









3.
 
Lady Bountiful

 
/ˌlādē ˈbountiˌfo͝ol /






a woman who engages in ostentatious acts of charity, more to impress others than out of a sense of concern for those in need.

[early 19th cent.: from the name of a character in Farquhar's 
The Beaux' Stratagem

 (1707).]









4.
 
Lady Luck






chance personified as a controlling power in human affairs




•
 
it seemed Lady Luck was still smiling on them.















5.
 
Lady Muck

 
/ˌlādē ˈmək /








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a haughty or pretentious woman (often as a mocking form of address).









6.
 
lady of the house






a woman at the head of a household




•
 
he always asked the lady of the house the shade of paint she would like.















7.
 
My Lady






a polite form of address to certain noblewomen.












III.
 
derivatives





ladyhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlǣfdīge

 (denoting a woman to whom homage or obedience is due, such as the wife of a lord or the mistress of a household, also specifically the Virgin Mary), from 
hlāf

 ‘loaf’ + a Germanic base meaning ‘knead,’ related to dough
 ; compare with lord
 . In Lady Day
 and other compounds where it signifies possession, it represents the Old English genitive 
hlǣfdīgan

 ‘(Our) Lady's.’





ladybird

 
/ˈlādēˌbərd/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for ladybug
 .













ladyboy

 
/ˈlādēˌboi/






noun




(especially in Thailand) a transvestite.














ladybug

 
/ˈlādēˌbəɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small beetle with a domed back, typically red or yellow with black spots. Both the adults and larvae are important predators of aphids.

[Family 
Coccinellidae

 : several genera and species, including the familiar 
convergent ladybug

 (
Hippodamia convergens

 ).]













Lady chapel

 
/ˈlādē ˈˌCHapəl/






noun




a chapel in a church or cathedral dedicated to the Virgin Mary.














Lady Day

 
/ˈlādē ˌdā/





I.
 
noun




March 25, the feast of the Annunciation.











– origin

 with reference to 
Our Lady

 , the Virgin Mary.





lady fern

 
/ˈlādē fərn/






noun




a tall, graceful fern of worldwide distribution that favors moist shady habitats.

[
Athyrium

 and other genera, family 
Woodsiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. filix-femina

 .]













ladyfinger

 
/ˈlādēˌfiNGɡər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small finger-shaped sponge cake.














ladyfish

 
/ˈlādēˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of marine fishes of warm, coastal waters, several of which are popular with anglers.




2.
 
the tenpounder.




3.
 
a bonefish.














lady-in-waiting

 
/ˈlādē in ˈwādiNG/






noun




a woman who attends a queen or princess.













ladykiller

 
/ˈlādēˌkilər/






noun






‹informal›

 a charming man who is very attractive to women.













ladylike

 
/ˈlādēˌlīk/





I.
 
adjective




appropriate for or typical of a well-bred, decorous woman or girl




•
 
it wasn't ladylike to be too interested in men.














II.
 
derivatives





ladylikeness






noun





















ladylove

 
/ˈlādēˌləv/






noun






‹dated›

 a female lover or sweetheart




•
 
he could not legally marry his ladylove.



















lady of the night






noun




used euphemistically to refer to a prostitute.













lady parts






plural noun






‹humorous›

 used euphemistically to refer to a woman's genitals or reproductive system.













ladyship

 
/ˈlādēˌSHip/






noun

 — (
Her/Your Ladyship

 )


1.
 
a respectful form of reference or address to a woman who has a title




•
 
the car is outside, Your Ladyship.










2.
 


‹ironic›

 a form of reference or address to a woman thought to be acting in a pretentious or snobbish way




•
 
bow everyone, Her Ladyship's actually gracing us with her presence!



















lady's maid






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a maid who attended to the personal needs of her mistress.














lady's-slipper

 
lady's slipper






noun




an orchid of north temperate regions, the flower of which has a lip that is a conspicuous slipper-shaped pouch.

[Genus 
Cypripedium

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 : several species, in particular the large-pouched 
showy lady's-slipper

 (
C. reginae

 ), with bicolored (white and rose) flowers, and the 
pink lady's-slipper

 (
C. acaule

 ), with a deeply cleft dark pink or (rarely) white pouch.]













Laennec's cirrhosis

 
/lāˌneks səˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a type of cirrhosis of the liver characterized by a nodular appearance of the liver surface, associated with alcoholism.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after René T. H. 
Laënnec

 (1781–1826), the French physician who described the condition.





Laetrile

 
/ˈlāəˌtril, -trəl/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a compound extracted from amygdalin, formerly used controversially to treat cancer.











– origin

 1950s: from a blend of 
laevorotatory

 (a variant of levorotatory
 ) and nitrile
 .





La Farge, John

 
/lə ˈfärZH, ˈfärj/






(1835–1910) US artist and writer. Noted for panels including those at Trinity Church, Boston (1876) and for paintings including 
“Manua Our Boatman”

 (1891), he also invented opaline glass.









Lafayette

 
/ˌlafēˈet ˌläfēˈet/





I.
 
an industrial and commercial city in northwestern Indiana; pop. 64,049 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southern Louisiana, an oil industry center in Cajun country; pop. 113,656 (est. 2008).









Lafayette, Marquis de

 
/ˌlafēˈet, ˌlafī-, ˌläf- /

 
La Fayette






(1757–1834), French soldier and statesman; born 
Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier

 . He fought alongside the colonists in the American Revolution and commanded the French national guard 1789–91 in the French Revolution.









Laffer curve

 
/ˈlafər ˌkərv/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 a supposed relationship between economic activity and the rate of taxation that suggests the existence of an optimum tax rate that maximizes tax revenue.











– origin

 1970s: named after Arthur 
Laffer

 (born 1940), American economist.





La Follette, Robert

 
/lə ˈfälit/






(1855–1925), US politician; full name 
Robert Marion La Follette, Sr.

 . He was a member of the US House of Representatives from Wisconsin 1885–91 and served as governor of Wisconsin 1901–06. A US senator 1906–25, he was a Progressive Party presidential candidate in 1924.









La Fontaine, Jean de

 
/lä fänˈtān, fônˈten/






(1621–95), French poet. He is chiefly known for 
Fables

 (1668–94), drawn from oriental, classical, and contemporary sources.










lag1


 
/laɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fall behind in movement, progress, or development; not keep pace with another or others




•
 
they stopped to wait for one of the children who was 
lagging behind

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Billiards]

 
(N. Amer.)

 determine the order of play by striking the cue ball from balk to rebound off the top cushion, first stroke going to the player whose ball comes to rest nearer the bottom cushion.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
time lag

 )
 — a period of time between one event or phenomenon and another




•
 
there was a time lag between the commission of the crime and its reporting to the police.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a retardation in an electric current or movement.








III.
 
derivatives





lagger






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘hindmost person (in a game, race, etc.),’ also ‘dregs’): related to the dialect adjective 
lag

 (perhaps from a fanciful distortion of last
 1
 , or of Scandinavian origin: compare with Norwegian dialect 
lagga

 ‘go slowly’).






lag2


 
/laɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be lagged

 )


1.
 
enclose or cover (a boiler, pipes, etc.) with material that provides heat insulation


(as 
adj.

 
lagged

 )


•
 
a lagged hot-water tank.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the non-heat-conducting cover of a boiler, pipes, etc.; lagging.




2.
 
a piece of this.








III.
 
derivatives





lagger






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from earlier 
lag

 ‘piece of insulating cover.’





lag3


 
/laɡ /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




a person who has been frequently convicted and sent to prison




•
 
both 
old lags

 were sentenced to ten years' imprisonment.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 arrest or send to prison.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘carry off, steal’): of unknown origin. Current senses date from the 19th cent.





lagan

 
/ˈlaɡən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 (in legal contexts) goods or wreckage lying on the bed of the sea.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to lay
 1
 .





lagar

 
/ləˈɡär/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Portugal) a large, typically stone trough in which grapes are trod.











– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
lacus

 , denoting a vat for freshly pressed wine.






lag bolt






noun




another term for lag screw
 .













Lag b'Omer

 
/ˈläɡ bəˈōmər, ˈbōmər/





I.
 
noun




a Jewish festival held on the 33rd day of the Omer (the period between Passover and Pentecost), traditionally regarded as celebrating the end of a plague in the 2nd century.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
lāḡ

 (pronunciation of the letters L (
lamed

 ) and G (
gimel

 ) symbolizing 33) + 
bā

 ‘in the’ + 
῾ōmer

 (see omer
 ).





lagena

 
/ləˈjēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an extension of the saccule of the ear in some vertebrates, corresponding to the cochlear duct in mammals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘flagon,’ from Greek 
lagunos

 .






lager

 
/ˈläɡər/





I.
 
noun




a kind of beer, effervescent and light in color and body.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Lagerbier

 ‘beer brewed for keeping,’ from 
Lager

 ‘storehouse.’ Compare with laager
 and lair
 .





Lagerlöf, Selma

 
/ˈläɡərˌləv, -ˌlœf/






(1858–1940), Swedish novelist; full name 
Selma Ottiliana Lovisa Lagerlöf

 . She became known with the publication of 
Gösta Berlings Saga

 in 1891. Nobel Prize for Literature (1909).









lager lout

 
/ˈläɡər ˌlout/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a young man who regularly behaves in an offensive way, typically as a result of excessive drinking.













laggard

 
/ˈlaɡərd/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes slow progress and falls behind others




•
 
there was no time for laggards.














II.
 
adjective




slower than desired or expected




•
 
a bell to summon laggard children to school.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laggardly






adjective, adverb













2.
 
laggardness






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as an adjective): from lag
 1
 .





lagged

 
/laɡd/






adjective






[Economics]

 showing a delayed effect




•
 
a lagged measure of unemployment.



















lagging

 
/ˈlaɡiNG/





I.
 
noun




material providing heat insulation for a boiler, pipes, etc.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from lag
 2
 .






La Gioconda

 
/ˌlä jôˈkôndə, jōˈkändə/






another name for Mona Lisa
 .









lagniappe

 
/ˌlanˈyap/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 something given as a bonus or extra gift.











– origin

 Louisiana French, from Spanish 
la ñapa

 .





lagomorph

 
/ˈlaɡəˌmôrf /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the order 
Lagomorpha

 ; a hare, rabbit, or pika.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting lagomorphs.













Lagomorpha

 
/ˌlaɡəˈmôrfə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of mammals that comprises the hares, rabbits, and pikas. They are distinguished by the possession of double incisor teeth, and were formerly placed with the rodents.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
lagōs

 ‘hare’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





lagoon

 
/ləˈɡo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stretch of salt water separated from the sea by a low sandbank or coral reef.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a small freshwater lake near a larger lake or river.




3.
 
an artificial pool for the treatment of effluent or to accommodate surface water that overflows drains during heavy rain.








II.
 
derivatives





lagoonal

 
/-ˈɡo͞onl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian and Spanish 
laguna

 , from Latin 
lacuna

 (see lacuna
 ).





Lagos

 
/ˈläˌɡōs, ˈlāˌɡäs, ˈläɡəs/






the chief city of Nigeria, a port on the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 7,439,300 (est. 2007). Originally a slave trade center, it became capital of the newly independent Nigeria in 1960, but was replaced by Abuja in 1991.









La Grande River

 
/lə ˈɡräNd, ˈɡrand/






a river that flows for 500 miles (800 km) across central Quebec to Hudson Bay.









Lagrange, Joseph Louis

 
/ləˈɡrānj/






Comte de (1736–1813), French mathematician, born in Italy. He proved that every positive integer can be expressed as a sum of at most four square and worked on mechanics and its application to the description of planetary and lunar motion.









Lagrangian point

 
/ləˈɡranjēən, -ˈɡrän-/






noun




one of five points in the plane of orbit of one body around another (e.g., the moon around the earth) at which a small third body can remain stationary with respect to both.














lag screw





I.
 
noun




a heavy wood screw with a square or hexagonal head.

Also called coach screw
 , lag bolt
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
lag-screw

 )


1.
 
fasten with a lag screw.













La Guardia, Fiorello

 
/lə ˈɡwärdēə/






(1882–1947) US politician; nickname the 
Little Flower

 ; full name 
Fiorello Henry La Guardia

 . He served in the US House of Representatives from New York 1917–21 before he became a corruption-fighting mayor of New York City 1933–45.










La Habana

 
/ˌlä äˈbänä/






Spanish name for Havana
 1
 .









La Habra

 
/lə ˈhäbrə/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 59,155 (est. 2008).









lahar

 
/ˈlähär/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a destructive mudflow on the slopes of a volcano.











– origin

 1920s: from Javanese.





Lahnda

 
/ˈländə/





I.
 
noun




an Indic language of the western Punjab and adjacent areas of Pakistan, sometimes classified as a dialect of Punjabi.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Lahnda.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Punjabi 
lahandā

 , literally ‘western.’





Lahore

 
/ləˈhôr/






the capital of Punjab province and second largest city in Pakistan, situated near the border with India; pop. 6,926,600 (est. 2009).









Lahr, Bert

 
/lär/






(1895–1967) US comedian and actor; born 
Irving Lahrheim

 . He starred in 
The Wizard of Oz

 (1939) as the Cowardly Lion. His other movies include 
Ship Ahoy

 (1942) and 
The Night They Raided Minsky's

 (1968).










Laibach

 
/ˈlīˌbäk, -ˌbäKH/






German name for Ljubljana
 .










laic

 
/ˈlāik /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective




nonclerical; lay.








II.
 
noun




a layperson; a noncleric.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laical

 
/ˈlāək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
laically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
laicus

 (see lay
 2
 ).





laicity

 
/lāˈisədē/






noun






‹formal›

 the principles, status, or influence of the laity.













laicize

 
/ˈlāəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 withdraw clerical character, control, or status from (someone or something); secularize




•
 
when his priestly vocation no longer satisfied him, he had asked to be laicized.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laicism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun













2.
 
laicization

 
/ˌlāəsəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌlāəˌsīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















laid

 
/lād/






past and past participle of lay
 1
 .









laid-back

 
/ˌlādˈbak/






adjective






‹informal›

 relaxed and easygoing




•
 
a shaggy dog with an engaging, laid-back temperament.




















laid paper






noun




paper that has a finely ribbed appearance.

Compare with wove paper
 .













lain

 
/lān/






past participle of lie
 1
 .









Laing, R. D.

 
/laNG/






(1927–89), Scottish psychiatrist; full name 
Ronald David Laing

 . He was known for his controversial views on insanity and, in particular, on schizophrenia.










lair

 
/ler/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild animal's resting place, especially one that is well hidden.




2.
 
a secret or private place in which a person seeks concealment or seclusion.











– origin

 Old English 
leger

 ‘resting place, bed,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leger

 ‘bed, camp’ and German 
Lager

 ‘storehouse,’ also to lie
 1
 . Compare with laager
 and lager
 .





laird

 
/lerd/





I.
 
noun




(in Scotland) a person who owns a large estate.








II.
 
derivatives





lairdship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: Scots form of lord
 .





lairy

 
/ˈlerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 cunning or conceited.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 ostentatiously attractive; flashy




•
 
the former Hollywood bad girl is putting her lairy Tinseltown past behind her.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 aggressive or rowdy




•
 
a couple of lairy people pushed me around.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally Cockney slang): alteration of 
leery

 . Sense 2 was originally Australian slang and dates from the early 20th cent.





laissez-faire

 
/ˌlesāˈfer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a policy or attitude of letting things take their own course, without interfering.




2.
 


[Economics]

 abstention by governments from interfering in the workings of the free market


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
laissez-faire capitalism.














II.
 
derivatives





laissez-faireism

 
/ˈfe(ə)rˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 French, literally ‘allow to do.’





laissez-passer

 
/ˌlesā paˈsā, ˌlezā/





I.
 
noun




a document allowing the holder to pass; a permit.











– origin

 French, literally ‘allow to pass.’





laity

 
/ˈlāədē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. treated as 
pl.

 
the laity

 )


1.
 
lay people, as distinct from the clergy.




2.
 
ordinary people, as distinct from professionals or experts.











– origin

 late Middle English: from lay
 2
 + -ity
 .





Laius

 
/ˈlāəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a king of Thebes, the father of Oedipus and husband of Jocasta.









La Jolla

 
/lə ˈhoiə/






a resort section of northern San Diego in California, on the Pacific Ocean. A number of well-known research institutions are in the area.










lake1


 
/lāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large body of water surrounded by land




•
 
boys were swimming in the lake




•
 [in 
names

 ]
 
Lake Superior.










2.
 
a pool of liquid




•
 
the fish was served in a bright lake of spicy carrot sauce.














II.
 
derivatives





lakelet

 
/ˈlāklət /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English (denoting a pond or pool), from Old French 
lac

 , from Latin 
lacus

 ‘basin, pool, lake.’





lake2


 
/lāk/





I.
 
noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an insoluble pigment made by combining a soluble organic dye and an insoluble mordant.




2.
 
a purplish-red pigment made the same way as lake, used in dyes, inks, and paints and originally made with lac.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of lac
 1
 .





lakebed

 
/ˈlākbed/






noun




the floor or bottom of a lake.













Lake Charles

 
/ˌlāk ˈCHärlz/






an industrial port city in southwestern Louisiana, on the Calcasieu River; pop. 71,061 (est. 2008).









Lake District






a region of lakes and mountains in northwestern England, long associated with English poets, such as Wordsworth, Southey, and Coleridge.









lake dwelling

 
/lāk ˈdweliNG/





I.
 
noun




a prehistoric hut built on piles driven into the bed or shore of a lake.








II.
 
derivatives





lake dweller






noun





















lake effect snow






noun




snow falling on the lee side of a lake, generated by cold dry air passing over warmer water, especially in the Great Lakes region.














lakefront

 
/ˈlākˌfrənt/





I.
 
noun




the land along the edge of a lake.








II.
 
adjective




located along the edge of a lake.













Lake Havasu City

 
/ˌlāk ˌhavəso͞o ˈsidē/






a city in western Arizona, on the eastern shore of Lake Havasu; pop. 56,553 (est. 2008). It is home to the reconstructed 19th-century London Bridge.









Lakehurst

 
/ˈlākhərst/






a borough in east central New Jersey, associated with the 1937 explosion and crash of the dirigible 
Hindenburg

 .









Lakeland

 
/ˈlāklənd/






a city in central Florida, noted for its resorts and its citrus industry; pop. 93,333 (est. 2008).









Lakeland terrier






noun




a small, stocky terrier originating in the Lake District of England.













Lake Louise

 
/ˌlāk lo͞oˈēz/






a resort in southwestern Alberta, in the Rocky Mountains, noted for the beauty of the lake that gives it its name.









Lake of the Ozarks






a lake in central Missouri, a well-known recreational area created by a dam built in 1931.









Lake of the Woods






a lake on the border between Canada and the US, west of the Great Lakes.









Lake Oswego

 
/ˌlāk äsˈwēɡō/






a city in northwestern Oregon, a southern suburb of Portland; pop. 36,926 (est. 2008).









Lake Placid

 
/ˌlāk ˈplasid/






a resort village in the Adirondack Mountains, in northeastern New York, site of Olympic competition in 1932 and 1980; pop. 2,750 (est. 2008).









Lake Poets

 
/lāk ˈpōəts /

 
Lake School






the poets Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Robert Southey, and William Wordsworth, who lived in and were inspired by the Lake District.









laker

 
/ˈlākər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a lake trout.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a ship constructed for carrying cargo on the Great Lakes.













lakeshore

 
/ˈlākSHôr/






noun




another term for lakefront
 .













lakeside

 
/ˈlākˌsīd/






noun




the land adjacent to a lake




•
 
this road hugs the flat land by the lakeside




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
beautiful lakeside cabins.




















lake trout






noun




any of a number of fishes of the salmon family that live in large lakes and are highly prized as a game fish and as food.

[● a North American char (
Salvelinus namaycush

 , family 
Salmonidae

 ). ● a European brown trout of a large race.]













Lakewood

 
/ˈlākwo͝od/





I.
 
a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 78,444 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in north central Colorado, west of Denver; pop. 140,989 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northeastern Ohio, west of Cleveland, on Lake Erie; pop. 50,704 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
a city in northwestern Washington, a southwestern suburb of Tacoma; pop. 56,983 (est. 2008).










lakh

 
/läk/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a hundred thousand




•
 
they fixed the price at five 
lakhs of

 rupees.

















– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
lakṣa

 .






Lakota

 
/ləˈkōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of western South Dakota.

Also called Teton Sioux
 (see Teton
 ).




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Lakota.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Lakota or their language.











– origin

 the name in Lakota, related to the word Dakota
 1
 .





laksa

 
/ˈläksə/





I.
 
noun




a Malaysian dish of Chinese origin, consisting of rice noodles served in a curry sauce or hot soup.











– origin

 Malay.





Lakshadweep

 
/ləkˈSHädˌwēp/






a Union Territory in India that consists of a group of islands off the Malabar Coast of southwestern India; pop. 67,400 (est. 2009); capital, Kavaratti. The group consists of the Laccadive, Minicoy, and Amindivi Islands.









Lakshmi

 
/ˈläkSHmē /

 

‹Hinduism›







the goddess of prosperity, consort of Vishnu. She assumes different forms (e.g., Radha, Sita) in order to accompany her husband in his various incarnations.









La Laguna

 
/ˌlä läˈɡo͞onə/






a university town and tourist center on Tenerife Island, in the Spanish Canary Islands; pop. 117,000.









la-la land

 
/ˈlälä ˌland/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 Los Angeles or Hollywood, especially with regard to the lifestyle and attitudes of those living there or associated with it.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fanciful state or dreamworld.











– origin

 
la-la

 , reduplication of LA (i.e., Los Angeles).





La Leche League

 
/lä ˈleˌCHā ˌlēɡ/






noun




an international nonprofit breastfeeding advocacy group. Local chapters hold meetings to provide breastfeeding information and support.













Lalique, René

 
/läˈlēk/






(1860–1945), French jeweler, known for his art nouveau brooches and combs and for his decorative glassware.









Lallans

 
/ˈlalənz/





I.
 
noun




a distinctive Scottish literary form of English, based on standard older Scots.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Lallans.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (also, as an adjective, 
Lallan

 ): Scots variant of 
Lowlands

 , with reference to a central Lowlands dialect.





Lally column

 
/ˈlälē ˌkäləm/






noun






‹trademark›

 a tubular steel column filled with concrete and used as a supporting member in a building.














lam1


 
/lam/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hit (someone) hard




•
 
I'll come over and lam you in the mouth in a minute.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
lam into

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 attack




•
 
they surged up and down in their riot gear, lamming into anyone in their path.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian and Danish 
lamme

 ‘paralyze.’





lam2


 
/lam /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on the lam

 )


1.
 
in flight, especially from the police




•
 
he 
went on the lam

 and is living under a false name.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
escape; flee.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from lam
 1
 .





Lam.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Lamentations.














lama

 
/ˈlämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an honorific title applied to a spiritual leader in Tibetan Buddhism, whether a reincarnate lama (such as the Dalai Lama) or one who has earned the title in life.




2.
 
a Tibetan or Mongolian Buddhist monk.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Tibetan 
bla-ma

 (the initial 
b

 being silent), literally ‘superior one.’





Lamaism

 
/ˈläməˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the system of doctrine and observances inculcated and maintained by lamas; Tibetan Buddhism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Lamaist

 
/ˈlämə(y)əst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
Lamaistic

 
/ˌläməˈistik /






adjective





















Lamar, Joseph Rucker

 
/ləˈmär/






(1857–1916), US Supreme Court associate justice 1911–16. A former associate justice in Georgia's supreme court, he was appointed to the Court by President Taft.









Lamar, Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus






(1825–93) US Supreme Court associate justice 1888–93. A US senator from Mississippi 1877–85 and secretary of the interior 1885–88, he was appointed to the Court by President Cleveland. During the Civil War, he served the Confederacy in various capacities.









Lamarck, Jean Baptiste de

 
/läˈmärk/





I.
 
(1744–1829), French naturalist. He was an early proponent of organic evolution, although his theory is not widely accepted today.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Lamarckian

 
/ləˈmärkēən /






noun, adjective













2.
 
Lamarckism

 
/ləˈmärˌkizəm /






noun





















Lamartine, Alphonse de

 
/lämärˈtēn/






(1790–1869), French poet, statesman, and historian; full name 
Alphonse Marie Louis de Lamartine

 . He served as minister of foreign affairs in the provisional government following the Revolution of 1848.









lamasery

 
/ˈläməˌserē/






noun




a monastery of lamas.













Lamaze

 
/ləˈmäz/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to a method of childbirth involving exercises and breathing control to give pain relief without drugs.











– origin

 1950s: from the name of Fernand 
Lamaze

 (1891–1957), French physician.






lamb

 
/lam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young sheep.




2.
 
the flesh of young sheep as food.




3.
 
used figuratively as a symbol of meekness, gentleness, or innocence




•
 
to her amazement, he accepted her decision like a lamb.










4.
 
used to describe or address someone regarded with affection or pity, especially a young child




•
 
the poor lamb is very upset.










5.
 
(
the Lamb

 )
 — short for Lamb of God
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ewe) give birth to lambs.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tend (ewes) at lambing time.








III.
 
phrases





like a lamb to (the) slaughter






as a helpless victim.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lamber






noun













2.
 
lamblike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lam

 and German 
Lamm

 .





Lamb, Charles

 
/lam/






(1775–1834), English essayist and critic. The author of 
Essays of Elia

 (1823), he wrote 
Tales from Shakespeare

 (1807) with his sister 
Mary

 (1764–1847).









Lamb, Wally






(1950–), US writer and teacher. His works include 
She's Come Undone

 (1992), 
I Know This Much Is True

 (1998), and 
The Hour I First Believed

 (2008).









lambada

 
/lamˈbädə/





I.
 
noun




a fast, erotic Brazilian dance that couples perform with their stomachs touching.











– origin

 1980s: Portuguese, literally ‘a beating,’ from 
lambar

 ‘to beat.’





Lambaréné

 
/ˌlämbəˈrānā/






a town in west central Gabon, on the Ogooué River, southeast of Libreville, a longtime base of missionary doctor Albert Schweitzer; pop. 27,000 (est. 2009).









lambaste

 
/lamˈbāst lamˈbast /

 
lambast





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
criticize (someone or something) harshly




•
 
they lambasted the report as a gross distortion of the truth.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘beat, thrash’): from lam
 1
 + baste
 3
 . The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





lambasting

 
/ˈlambāstiNG ˈlambastiNG/






noun




a harsh criticism




•
 
he received a lambasting from critics and fans.



















lambda

 
/ˈlamdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the eleventh letter of the Greek alphabet (Λ, λ), transliterated as ‘l.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Lambda

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the eleventh star in a constellation




•
 
Lambda Tauri.










3.
 


[Biology]

 a type of bacteriophage virus used in genetic research


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
lambda phage.










4.
 


[Anatomy]

 the point at the back of the skull where the parietal bones and the occipital bone meet.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 denoting one of the two types of light polypeptide chain present in all immunoglobulin molecules (the other being kappa).








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(λ)
 — wavelength.




2.
 
(λ)
 — 

[Astronomy]

 celestial longitude.













lambdoid

 
/ˈlamdoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling the Greek letter lambda in form.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or denoting the suture near the back of the skull that connects the parietal bones with the occipital.








II.
 
derivatives





lambdoidal

 
/lamˈdoidl /






adjective





















lambent

 
/ˈlambənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 (of light or fire) glowing, gleaming, or flickering with a soft radiance




•
 
the magical, lambent light of the north.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lambency

 
/ˈlamb(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
lambently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lambent-

 ‘licking,’ from the verb 
lambere

 .





lambert

 
/ˈlambərt/





I.
 
noun




a former unit of luminance, equal to the emission or reflection of one lumen per square centimeter.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Johann H. 
Lambert

 (1728–77), German physicist.





Lambeth

 
/ˈlambəTH/






a borough of inner London, on the south bank of the Thames River.









Lambeth Conference

 
/ˌlambəTH ˈkänf(ə)rəns/






noun




an assembly of bishops from the Anglican Communion, usually held every ten years (since 1867) at Lambeth Palace and presided over by the Archbishop of Canterbury.













Lambeth Palace






a palace in the London borough of Lambeth, the residence of the Archbishop of Canterbury since 1197.









lambic

 
/ˈlambik/





I.
 
noun




a strong, sweet Belgian beer.











– origin

 French.





lambing

 
/ˈlamiNG/






noun




the birth of lambs on a farm




•
 
lambing begins in mid-January.



















lambkin

 
/ˈlamkən/






noun



1.
 
a small or young lamb.




2.
 
used as a term of endearment for a young child.














Lamb of God






noun




a title of Jesus (see John 1:29).

Compare with Agnus Dei
 .













lambrequin

 
/ˈlambərkən ˈlambrəkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short piece of decorative drapery hung over the top of a door or window or draped from a shelf or mantelpiece.




2.
 
a piece of cloth covering the back of a medieval knight's helmet, represented in heraldry as the mantling.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, from the Dutch diminutive of 
lamper

 ‘veil.’





Lambrusco

 
/lamˈbro͞oskō, -ˈbro͝os-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown in the Emilia-Romagna region of northern Italy.




2.
 
a sparkling red wine made from the Lambrusco grape.




3.
 
a red or white wine similar to Lambrusco produced elsewhere.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘grape of the wild vine.’






lamb's ears






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a southwestern Asian plant of the mint family that has gray-green woolly leaves and is cultivated as an ornamental, particularly for ground cover.

[
Stachys byzantina

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













lambskin

 
/ˈlamskin/






noun




prepared skin from a lamb, either with the wool on or as leather


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
lambskin gloves.




















lamb's lettuce






noun




another term for corn salad
 .














lamb's-quarters






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a herbaceous plant with mealy, edible leaves, often considered to be a weed.

Also called pigweed
 . [
Chenopodium album

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]













lamb's tongue






noun




another term for lamb's ears
 .













lambswool

 
/ˈlamzwo͝ol/






noun




fine wool from a young sheep, used to make knitted garments, blankets, etc., with a soft texture.














lame

 
/lām/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) unable to walk normally because of an injury or illness affecting the leg or foot




•
 
his horse 
went lame

 .










2.
 
(of a leg or foot) affected by injury or illness.




3.
 
(of an explanation or excuse) unconvincingly feeble




•
 
it was a lame statement and there was no excusing his behavior.










4.
 
(of something intended to be entertaining) uninspiring and dull.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) naive or inept, especially socially




•
 
anyone who doesn't know that is obviously lame.










6.
 
(of verse or metrical feet) halting; metrically defective.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person or animal) lame




•
 
somebody lamed him with a stone.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lamely

 
/ˈlāmlē /






adverb













2.
 
lameness

 
/ˈlāmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lama

 , of Germanic origin, related to Dutch 
lam

 and German 
lahm

 .





lamé

 
/laˈmā läˈmā/





I.
 
noun




fabric with interwoven gold or silver threads.








II.
 
adjective




(of fabric or a garment) interwoven with gold or silver threads.











– origin

 1920s: French, from Latin 
lamina

 (see lamina
 ).





lamebrain

 
/ˈlāmˌbrān/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives





lamebrained






adjective





















lame duck

 
/ˈˌlām ˈdək/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an official (especially the president) in the final period of office, after the election of a successor




•
 
as a lame duck, the president had nothing to lose by approving the deal




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a lame-duck governor.










2.
 
an ineffectual or unsuccessful person or thing.














lamella

 
/ləˈmelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin layer, membrane, scale, or platelike tissue or part, especially in bone tissue.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a membranous fold in a chloroplast.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lamellar

 
/ləˈmelər /






adjective













2.
 
lamellate

 
/ˈlamələt ləˈmelət ˈlaməˌlāt /






adjective













3.
 
lamelliform

 
/-ˈmeləˌfôrm /






adjective













4.
 
lamellose

 
/-ˌlōs, -ˌlōz /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
lamina

 ‘thin plate.’






lamellibranch

 
/ləˈmeləˌbraNGk/





I.
 
noun




another term for bivalve
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Lamellibranchia

 (former class name), from Latin 
lamella

 (diminutive of 
lamina

 ‘thin plate’) + Greek 
brankhia

 ‘gills.’






lamellicorn

 
/ləˈmeləˌkôrn/





I.
 
noun




former term for scarabaeoid
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Lamellicornia

 (former taxonomic name), from Latin 
lamella

 ‘thin plate’ + 
cornu

 ‘horn.’





lamellipodium

 
/ləˌmeləˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a flattened extension of a cell, by which it moves over or adheres to a surface.








II.
 
derivatives





lamellipodial

 
/-dēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from lamella
 , on the pattern of 
pseudopodium

 .






lament

 
/ləˈment/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a passionate expression of grief or sorrow




•
 
his mother's night-long laments for his father




•
 
a song full of lament and sorrow.










2.
 
a song, piece of music, or poem expressing sorrow.




3.
 
an expression of regret or disappointment; a complaint




•
 
there were constant laments about the conditions of employment.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mourn (a person's loss or death)




•
 
he was lamenting the death of his infant daughter.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
lament for/over

 )
 — express one's deep grief about.




3.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — express regret or disappointment over something considered unsatisfactory, unreasonable, or unfair


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she lamented the lack of shops in the town




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
Thomas Jefferson later lamented, “Heaven remained silent.”














III.
 
derivatives





lamenter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from French 
lamenter

 or Latin 
lamentari

 , from 
lamenta

 (plural) ‘weeping, wailing.’





lamentable

 
/ˈlamən(t)əb(ə)l ləˈmen(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of circumstances or conditions) deplorably bad or unsatisfactory




•
 
the facilities provided were lamentable, not merely basic but squalid.










2.
 
(of an event, action, or attitude) unfortunate; regrettable




•
 
her open prejudice showed lamentable immaturity.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 full of or expressing sorrow or grief.








II.
 
derivatives





lamentably

 
/ˈlamən(t)əblē ləˈmen(t)əblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
she was lamentably ignorant

























– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘mournful,’ also ‘pitiable, regrettable’): from Old French, or from Latin 
lamentabilis

 , from the verb 
lamentari

 (see lament
 ).





lamentation

 
/ˌlamənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the passionate expression of grief or sorrow; weeping




•
 
scenes of lamentation.










2.
 
(
Lamentations

 or 
Lamentations of Jeremiah

 )
 — a book of the Bible telling of the desolation of Judah after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 
BC

 .













lamented

 
/ləˈmen(t)əd/






adjective

 — (often 
the late lamented

 )


1.
 
a conventional way of describing someone who has died or something that has been lost or that has ceased to exist




•
 
the late and much lamented Leonard Bernstein.



















lamer

 
/ˈlāmər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a stupid, inept, or dull person.













lamestream

 
/ˈlāmˌstrēm/





I.
 
adjective, noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 used to refer contemptuously to the mainstream media


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
why has 
the lamestream media

 been so silent on the issue?




•
 
lamestream propaganda




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 


the lamestream

 is entirely opposed to what normal Americans want.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of lame
 and mainstream
 .





lamia

 
/ˈlāmēə/





I.
 
noun




a mythical monster, with the body of a woman or with the head and breasts of a woman and the body of a snake, said to prey on human beings and suck the blood of children.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek, denoting a carnivorous fish or mythical monster.






lamina

 
/ˈlamənə/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a thin layer, plate, or scale of sedimentary rock, organic tissue, or other material.








II.
 
derivatives





laminose

 
/-ˌnōs, -ˌnōz /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin.





laminal

 
/ˈlamənl/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) formed with the blade of the tongue touching the alveolar ridge (e.g., 
n

 , 
s

 , 
t

 ).








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a laminal sound.











– origin

 1950s: from lamina
 + -al
 .





lamina propria

 
/ˌlamənə ˈprōprēə/






noun




technical term for basement membrane
 .













laminar

 
/ˈlamənər/






adjective



1.
 
consisting of laminae.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a flow) taking place along constant streamlines; not turbulent.













laminate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈlaməˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
laminated

 )


1.
 
overlay (a flat surface, especially paper) with a layer of plastic or some other protective material.




2.
 
manufacture by placing layer on layer.




3.
 
split into layers or leaves.




4.
 
beat or roll (metal) into thin plates.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈlamənət ˈlaməˌnāt /



1.
 
a laminated structure or material, especially one made of layers fixed together to form a hard, flat, or flexible material.








III.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈlamənət ˈlaməˌnāt /



1.
 
in the form of a lamina or laminae.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laminable

 
/-nəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
lamination

 
/ˌlaməˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
laminator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from lamina
 + -ate
 2
 .





laminectomy

 
/ˌlaməˈnektəmē/






noun




a surgical operation to remove the back of one or more vertebrae, usually to give access to the spinal cord or to relieve pressure on nerves.













laminin

 
/ˈlamənən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a fibrous protein present in the basal lamina of the epithelia.













laminitis

 
/ˌlaməˈnīdəs/






noun




inflammation of sensitive layers of tissue (laminae) inside the hoof in horses and other animals. It is particularly prevalent in ponies feeding on rich spring grass and can cause extreme lameness.













Lammas

 
/ˈlaməs ˈläməs /

 
Lammas Day





I.
 
noun




the first day of August, formerly observed in Britain as a harvest festival, during which bread baked from the first crop of wheat was blessed.











– origin

 Old English 
hlāfmæsse

 (see loaf
 1
 , Mass
 ), later interpreted as if it were from lamb
 + Mass
 .






lammergeier

 
/ˈlämərˌɡī(ə)r /

 
lammergeyer





I.
 
noun




a large Old World vulture of mountainous country, with a wingspan of 10 feet (3 m) and dark beardlike feathers, noted for its habit of dropping bones from a height to break them.

Also called bearded vulture
 . [
Gypaetus barbatus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Lämmergeier

 , from 
Lämmer

 (plural of 
Lamm

 ‘lamb’) + 
Geier

 ‘vulture.’





lamp

 
/lamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for giving light, either one consisting of an electric bulb together with its holder and shade or cover, or one burning gas or a liquid fuel and consisting of a wick or mantle and a glass shade




•
 
a table lamp.










2.
 
an electrical device producing ultraviolet, infrared, or other radiation, used for therapeutic purposes.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a source of spiritual or intellectual inspiration.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lamper






noun













2.
 
lampless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
lampada

 , from Latin 
lampas

 , 
lampad-

 ‘torch,’ from Greek.





lampas1


 
/ˈlampəs /

 
lampers





I.
 
noun




a condition of horses, in which there is swelling of the fleshy lining of the roof of the mouth behind the front teeth.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, probably via French dialect from the Germanic base of the verb lap
 3
 .





lampas2


 
/ˈlampəs/





I.
 
noun




a patterned drapery and upholstery fabric similar to brocade, made of silk, cotton, or rayon, originally imitating textiles from India and later imported from China, Iran, and France.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
lampas

 , 
lampasse

 , of unknown origin.





lampblack

 
/ˈlampˌblak/






noun




a black pigment made from soot.













lamp chimney






noun




a glass cylinder positioned over the wick of an oil lamp or candlestick to encircle and provide a draft for the flame.













lamplight

 
/ˈlampˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




the light cast from a lamp




•
 
he was working in the stables by lamplight.














II.
 
derivatives





lamplit

 
/-ˌlit /






adjective





















lamplighter

 
/ˈlampˌlīdər/






noun






‹historical›

 a person employed to light street gaslights by hand.













lampoon

 
/lamˈpo͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly criticize (someone or something) by using ridicule, irony, or sarcasm




•
 
the senator made himself famous as a pinch-penny watchdog of public spending, lampooning dubious federal projects.














II.
 
noun




a speech or text criticizing someone or something in this way




•
 
does this sound like a lampoon of student life?














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lampooner

 
/lamˈpo͞onər /






noun













2.
 
lampoonist

 
/lamˈpo͞onəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
lampon

 , said to be from 
lampons

 ‘let us drink’ (used as a refrain), from 
lamper

 ‘gulp down,’ nasalized form of 
laper

 ‘to lap (liquid).’






lamppost

 
/ˈlam(p)pōst/





I.
 
noun




a tall pole with a light at the top; a street light.








II.
 
phrases





between you, me, and the lamppost (or the bedpost or the wall)








‹informal›

 in strict confidence.

















lamprey

 
/ˈlamprē/





I.
 
noun




an eellike aquatic jawless vertebrate that has a sucker mouth with horny teeth and a rasping tongue. The adult is often parasitic, attaching itself to other fish and sucking their blood.

[Family 
Petromyzonidae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lampreie

 , from medieval Latin 
lampreda

 , probably from Latin 
lambere

 ‘to lick’ + 
petra

 ‘stone’ (because the lamprey attaches itself to stones by its mouth).





lamprophyre

 
/ˈlamprəˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a porphyritic igneous rock consisting of a fine-grained feldspathic groundmass with phenocrysts chiefly of biotite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
lampros

 ‘bright, shining’ + 
porphureos

 ‘purple.’





lampshade

 
/ˈlam(p)SHād/






noun




a cover for a lamp, used to soften or direct its light.













lamp shell





I.
 
noun




a marine invertebrate that superficially resembles a bivalve mollusk but has two or more arms of ciliated tentacles (lophophores) that are extended for filter feeding. Lamp shells are common as fossils.

Also called brachiopod
 . [Phylum 
Brachiopoda

 : numerous groups in the Paleozoic era but few surviving to the present day.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from its resemblance to an ancient oil lamp.





LAN

 
/lan/






abbreviation




local area network.













lanai

 
/ləˈnäē, ləˈnī/





I.
 
noun




a porch or veranda.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





Lanai

 
/ləˈnī/






an island in Hawaii, west of Maui, primarily agricultural, with some resorts.









Lancaster

 
/ˈlaNGˌkastər ˈlaNGkəstər/





I.
 
a city in western England, north of Liverpool, on the estuary of the Lune River; pop. 44,500 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a city in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles, on the edge of the Mojave Desert; pop. 145,469 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southeastern Pennsylvania, primarily a commercial center for the Pennsylvania Dutch Country; pop. 54,626 (est. 2008).









Lancaster, Burt

 
/ˈlanˌkastər, ˈlaNG-/






(1913–94), US movie actor; full name 
Burton Stephen Lancaster

 . He made his debut in 
The Killers

 (1946) and was often cast in “tough guy” roles. Notable movies: 
From Here to Eternity

 (1953), 
Elmer Gantry

 (1960), and 
Field of Dreams

 (1989).









Lancaster, House of






the English royal house descended from John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, that ruled England from 1399 (Henry IV) until 1461 (the deposition of Henry VI) and again on Henry VI's brief restoration in 1470–71. With the red rose as its emblem, it fought the Wars of the Roses with the House of York; Lancaster's descendants, the Tudors, eventually prevailed through Henry VII's accession to the throne in 1485.









Lancaster House Agreement






an agreement that brought about the establishment of the independent state of Zimbabwe, reached in September 1979 at Lancaster House in London.









Lancastrian

 
/ˌlaNGˈkastrēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Lancashire or Lancaster in England.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a follower of the British House of Lancaster, especially during the Wars of the Roses.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Lancashire or Lancaster, or the House of Lancaster.














lance

 
/lans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long weapon for thrusting, having a wooden shaft and a pointed steel head, formerly used by a horseman in charging.




2.
 
a weapon resembling a lance used in hunting fish or whales.




3.
 
another term for lancer
 (
sense

 1).




4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a metal pipe supplying a jet of oxygen to a furnace or to a hot flame for cutting.




5.
 
a rigid tube at the end of a hose for pumping or spraying liquid.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 prick or cut open with a lancet or other sharp instrument




•
 
abscesses should not be lanced until there is a soft spot in the center




•
 


‹figurative›

 the governor made it one of his priorities to 
lance the boil

 of corruption.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 pierce with or as if with a lance




•
 
the teenager had been lanced by a wooden splinter




•
 


‹figurative›

 his eyes lanced right through her.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 move suddenly and quickly




•
 
pain lanced through her.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹literary›

 fling; launch




•
 
he affirms to have lanced darts at the sun.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lance

 (noun), 
lancier

 (verb), from Latin 
lancea

 (noun).





lance corporal

 
/ˈˌlans ˌkôrp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun




an enlisted person in the US Marine Corps ranking above private first class and below corporal.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: on the analogy of obsolete 
lancepesade

 , the lowest grade of noncommissioned officer, based on Italian 
lancia spezzata

 ‘broken lance.’





lancelet

 
/ˈlanslət/





I.
 
noun




a small elongated marine invertebrate that resembles a fish but lacks jaws and obvious sense organs. Lancelets possess a notochord and are among the most primitive chordates.

[Subphylum 
Cephalochordata

 , phylum 
Chordata

 : several species, including amphioxus.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the noun lance
 (because of its long narrow form) + -let
 .





Lancelot

 
/ˈlansəlät /

 
Launcelot






(in Arthurian legend) the most famous of Arthur's knights, lover of Queen Guinevere and father of Galahad.









lanceolate

 
/ˈlansēələt ˈlansēəˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 shaped like the head of a lance; of a narrow oval shape tapering to a point at each end




•
 
the leaves are lanceolate.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
lanceolatus

 , from Latin 
lanceola

 , diminutive of 
lancea

 ‘a lance.’





lancer

 
/ˈlansər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a soldier of a cavalry regiment armed with lances.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
lancers

 )
 — a quadrille for eight or sixteen pairs.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
lancier

 , from 
lance

 ‘a lance.’





lancet

 
/ˈlansət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, broad, two-edged surgical knife or blade with a sharp point.




2.
 
a lancet arch or window.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — shaped like a lancet arch




•
 
a lancet clock.














II.
 
derivatives





lanceted

 
/ˈlansədəd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting a small lance): from Old French 
lancette

 , diminutive of 
lance

 ‘a lance.’





lancet arch

 
/ˈlansət ärCH/






noun




an arch with an acutely pointed head.













lancet window

 
/ˈlansət ˈwindō/






noun




a high and narrow window with an acutely pointed head.













lancewood

 
/ˈlanswo͝od/






noun




any of a number of hardwood trees with tough elastic timber, in particular

[● a Caribbean tree (
Oxandra lanceolata

 , family 
Annonaceae

 ). ● a New Zealand tree (
Pseudopanax crassifolius

 , family 
Araliaceae

 ).]













Lanchow

 
/ˌlänˈjō, ˈlänˈCHou/






variant of Lanzhou
 .










land

 
/land/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the earth's surface that is not covered by water, as opposed to the sea or the air




•
 
the reptiles lay their eggs on land




•
 
after four weeks at sea we sighted land.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — living or traveling on land rather than in water or the air




•
 
a land mammal.










3.
 
an expanse of land; an area of ground, especially in terms of its ownership or use




•
 
the land north of the village




•
 (
lands

 )
 
the Indians were wiped out as gold prospectors invaded their lands.










4.
 
(
the land

 )
 — ground or soil used as a basis for agriculture




•
 
my family had worked the land for many years.










5.
 
a country




•
 
the valley is one of the most beautiful in the land




•
 
the lands of the Middle East




•
 
America, the land of political equality.










6.
 
a conceptual realm or domain




•
 
you are living in a fantasy land.










7.
 
the space between the rifling grooves in a gun.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (someone or something) on land from a boat




•
 
the lifeboat landed the survivors safely ashore.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go ashore; disembark




•
 
the marines landed at a small fishing jetty.










3.
 
bring (a fish) to land, especially with a net or hook




•
 
I landed a scrappy three-pound walleye.










4.
 


‹informal›

 succeed in obtaining or achieving (something desirable), especially in the face of strong competition




•
 
she landed the starring role in a new film.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come down through the air and alight on the ground




•
 
planes landing at the rate of two a minute.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (an aircraft or spacecraft) to the ground or the surface of water, especially in a controlled way




•
 
the copilot landed the plane.










7.
 
reach the ground after falling or jumping




•
 
he leaped over the fence and landed nimbly on his feet.










8.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — (of an object) come to rest after falling or being thrown




•
 
the plate landed in her lap.










9.
 


‹informal›

 (of something unpleasant or unexpected) arrive suddenly




•
 
there seemed to be more problems than ever landing on her desk this week.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
land someone in

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 cause someone to be in (a difficult or unwelcome situation)




•
 
his exploits always landed him in trouble.










11.
 
(
land someone with

 )
 — inflict (an unwelcome task or a difficult situation) on someone




•
 
the mistake landed the company with a massive bill.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 inflict (a blow) on someone




•
 
I won the fight without landing a single punch




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I landed him one.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
how the land lies






what the state of affairs is




•
 
let's keep it to ourselves until we see how the land lies.















2.
 
in the land of the living








‹humorous›

 alive or awake.









3.
 
the land of Nod








‹humorous›

 a state of sleep.

[punningly, with biblical allusion to the place name 
Nod

 (Gen. 4:16).]









4.
 
land on one's feet






have good luck or success, especially after risk or trial




•
 
after some ups and downs, he has finally landed on his feet.















5.
 
live off the land






live on whatever food one can obtain by hunting, gathering, or subsistence farming.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





land up






reach a place or situation; end up




•
 
I landed up in prison.





















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
land

 and German 
Land

 .





Land

 
/länt, länd/





I.
 
noun




(in Germany or Austria) a state.











– origin

 German, literally ‘land.’





-land

 
/land/






combining form




forming nouns denoting a particular sphere of activity or group of people




•
 
the blunt, charmless climate of technoland.



















Land, Edwin

 
/land/






(1909–91), US inventor. He developed a new polarizing filter with wide use in optical instruments. He founded the Polaroid Corporation in 1937 and introduced the first Polaroid Land camera in 1947.









landau

 
/ˈlanˌdou/





I.
 
noun




a horse-drawn four-wheeled enclosed carriage with a removable front cover and a back cover that can be raised and lowered.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after 
Landau

 , near Karlsruhe in Germany, where it was first made.





Landau, Lev

 
/ˈlanˌdou, lənˈdou/






(1908–68), Soviet theoretical physicist; full name 
Lev Davidovich Landau

 . Active in many fields, Landau was noted for his work on the superfluidity and thermal conductivity of liquid helium. Nobel Prize for Physics (1962).









landaulet

 
/ˌlandôˈlet/






noun



1.
 
a small landau.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a car with a folding hood over the rear seats.













land bank






noun



1.
 
a bank whose main function is to provide loans for land purchase, especially by farmers.




2.
 
a large body of land held by a public or private organization for future development or disposal.













landbanking

 
/ˈlandˌbaNGkiNG /

 
land banking






noun




the practice of buying land as an investment, holding it for future use, and making no specific plans for its development.













land breeze

 
/land brēz/






noun




a breeze blowing toward the sea from the land, especially at night, owing to the relative warmth of the sea.

Compare with sea breeze
 .














land bridge

 
/ˈlan(d) ˌbrij/






noun




a connection between two landmasses, especially a prehistoric one that allowed humans and animals to colonize new territory before being cut off by the sea, as across the Bering Strait and the English Channel.













land crab

 
/ˈlan(d) ˌkrab/






noun




a crab that lives in burrows inland and migrates in large numbers to the sea to breed.

[Family 
Gecarcinidae

 : 
Cardisoma

 and other genera.]













landed

 
/ˈlandəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
owning much land, especially through inheritance




•
 
the landed aristocracy.










2.
 
consisting of or relating to land owned through inheritance




•
 
the decline of landed estates




•
 
landed income.




















lander

 
/ˈlandər/






noun




a spacecraft designed to land on the surface of a planet or moon




•
 
a lunar lander.







Compare with orbiter
 .













Landers, Ann

 
/ˈlandərz/






(1918–2002), US journalist; born 
Esther Pauline Friedman

 . Author of the syndicated “Ann Landers” advice column from 1955, she competed with her twin sister, Abigail Van Buren, who wrote a similar column (“Dear Abby”).










landfall

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌfôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrival at land on a sea or air journey.




2.
 
a collapse of a mass of land, especially one that blocks a route.








II.
 
derivatives





landfalling






adjective





















landfill

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌfil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place to dispose of refuse and other waste material by burying it and covering it over with soil, especially as a method of filling in or extending usable land.




2.
 
waste material used to reclaim ground.




3.
 
an area filled in by landfill.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bury in a landfill




•
 
the Florida school intends to landfill its old computers




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
landfilled waste.



















landform

 
/ˈlan(d)fôrm/






noun




a natural feature of the earth's surface.













land-grabber

 
/ˈlandˌɡrabər/





I.
 
noun




a person who seizes and possesses land in an unfair or illegal manner.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
land-grab






noun













2.
 
land-grabbing






noun





















land grant






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a grant of public land, especially to an institution, organization, or to particular groups of people.













landgrave

 
/ˈlan(d)ɡrāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a count having jurisdiction over a territory.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the title of certain German princes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German, from 
land

 ‘land’ + 
grave

 ‘count’ (used as a title).





landholder

 
/ˈlandˌhōldər/






noun




a person who owns land, especially one who either makes a living from it or rents it out to others.













landholding

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌhōldiNG/






noun



1.
 
a piece of land owned or rented.




2.
 
possession or rental of land.













landing

 
/ˈlandiNG/






noun



1.
 
an instance of coming or bringing something to land, either from the air or from water




•
 
we made a perfect landing at the airstrip




•
 
the landing of men on the moon.










2.
 
(also 
landing place

 )
 — a place where people and goods can be landed from a boat or ship




•
 
the ferry landing.










3.
 
a level area at the top of a staircase or between one flight of stairs and another.













landing craft

 
/ˈlandiNG ˌkraft/






noun




a boat specially designed for putting troops and military equipment ashore on a beach.













landing gear

 
/ˈlandiNG ˌɡi(ə)r/






noun




the undercarriage of an aircraft, including the wheels or pontoons on which it rests while not in the air.













landing light






noun

 — (usu. 
landing lights

 )


1.
 
a bright lamp on an aircraft that is switched on before landing.




2.
 
a light of a kind that is arranged in rows along each side of an aircraft runway.













landing net

 
/ˈlandiNG ˌnet/






noun




a net for landing a large fish that has been hooked.













landing pad






noun




a small area designed for helicopters to land on and take off from.













landing page






noun




the section of a website accessed by clicking a hyperlink on another web page, typically the website's home page.













landing stage

 
/ˈlandiNG ˌstāj/






noun




a platform, typically a floating one, onto which passengers from a boat or ship disembark or cargo is unloaded.













landing strip

 
/ˈlandiNG ˌstrip/






noun




an airstrip.













landlady

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌlādē/






noun



1.
 
a woman who rents land, a building, or an apartment to a tenant.




2.
 
a woman who owns or runs a boarding house, inn, or similar establishment.













ländler

 
/ˈlendlər/





I.
 
noun




an Austrian folk dance in triple time, a precursor of the waltz.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: German, from 
Landl

 ‘Upper Austria.’





landless

 
/ˈlan(d)ləs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an agricultural worker) owning no land.








II.
 
derivatives





landlessness






noun





















landline

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌlīn/






noun




a conventional telecommunications connection by cable laid across land, typically either on poles or buried underground.













landlocked

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌläkt/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a country) almost or entirely surrounded by land; having no coastline or seaport




•
 
a midget state landlocked in the mountains.










2.
 
(of a lake) enclosed by land and having no navigable route to the sea.




3.
 
(of a fish, especially a North American salmon) cut off from the sea in the past and now confined to fresh water.













landlord

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌlôrd/






noun



1.
 
a person, especially a man, who rents land, a building, or an apartment to a tenant.




2.
 
a person who owns or runs a boarding house, inn, or similar establishment.













landlordism

 
/ˈlan(d)lôrˌdizəm/






noun




the system whereby land (or property) is owned by landlords to whom tenants pay a fixed rent.














landlubber

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌləbər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person unfamiliar with the sea or sailing.













landman

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌman/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an agent employed by an oil or gas company to secure leases of mineral rights and land for drilling




•
 
the landmen have already arrived to buy leases and set up what is likely to be the biggest oil and gas boom in the country.



















landmark

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌmärk/






noun



1.
 
an object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and recognized from a distance, especially one that enables someone to establish their location




•
 
the spire was once a landmark for ships sailing up the river.










2.
 


‹historical›

 the boundary of an area of land, or an object marking this.




3.
 
an event, discovery, or change marking an important stage or turning point in something




•
 
the birth of a child is an important landmark in the lives of all concerned




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a landmark decision.



















landmass

 
/ˈlandmas /

 
land mass






noun




a continent or other large body of land.













land mine






noun




an explosive mine laid on or just under the surface of the ground.













land office





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a government office recording dealings in public land.








II.
 
phrases





do a land-office business








‹informal›

 do a lot of successful business




•
 
the open-air air show did a land-office business.























Land of Hiawatha






a nickname for the Upper Peninsula
 of Michigan.









Land of Lincoln






a nickname for the state of Illinois
 .









Land of Steady Habits






a nickname for the state of Connecticut
 .









Land of the Dakotas






a nickname for the state of North Dakota
 .









Land of the Midnight Sun






a nickname for the state of Alaska
 .









Land of the Rising Sun






noun




a poetic name for Japan.













Landon, Alf

 
/ˈlandən/






(1887–1987), US politician; full name 
Alfred Mossman Landon

 . The governor of Kansas 1933–37, he was the unsuccessful Republican presidential candidate in 1936, losing to Franklin D. Roosevelt.









landowner

 
/ˈlanˌdōnər/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns land, especially a large amount of land.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
landownership

 
/ˈlandˌōnərˌSHip /






noun













2.
 
landowning

 
/ˈlandˌōniNG /






adjective, noun





















landrace

 
/ˈlandrās/






noun




a local cultivar or animal breed that has been improved by traditional agricultural methods.














land rail






noun




another term for corncrake
 .













land reform






noun




the statutory division of agricultural land and its reallocation to landless people.













Landsat

 
/ˈlan(d)sat/






a series of artificial satellites that monitor the earth's resources by photographing the surface at different wavelengths. The resulting images provide information about agriculture, geology, ecological changes, etc.










landscape

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌskāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
all the visible features of an area of countryside or land, often considered in terms of their aesthetic appeal




•
 
the giant cacti that dominate this landscape




•
 
a bleak urban landscape.










2.
 
a picture representing an area of countryside


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a landscape painter.










3.
 
the genre of landscape painting.




4.
 
the distinctive features of a particular situation or intellectual activity




•
 
the event transformed the political landscape.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a page, book, or illustration, or the manner in which it is set or printed) wider than it is high.

Compare with portrait
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be landscaped

 )


1.
 
make (a piece of land) more attractive by altering the existing design, adding ornamental features, and planting trees and shrubs




•
 
the site has been tastefully landscaped




•
 (as 
noun

 
landscaping

 )
 
the company spent $15,000 on landscaping.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
landscaper

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌskāpər /






noun













2.
 
landscapist

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌskāpəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a picture of natural scenery): from Middle Dutch 
lantscap

 , from 
land

 ‘land’ + 
scap

 (equivalent of -ship
 ).





landscape architecture





I.
 
noun




the art and practice of designing the outdoor environment, especially designing parks or gardens together with buildings and roads.








II.
 
derivatives





landscape architect






noun





















landscape gardening





I.
 
noun




the art and practice of laying out grounds in a way that is ornamental or that imitates natural scenery.








II.
 
derivatives





landscape gardener

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌskāp ˌɡärdnər /






noun





















landscaping

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌskāpiNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of making a yard or other piece of land more attractive by altering the existing design, adding ornamental features, and planting trees and shrubs




•
 
we will carry out minor repair works to the building's facade and supervise the landscaping of the extensive grounds.










2.
 
pieces of land that have been landscaped




•
 
LA is a wonderful place for walking for pleasure, with great weather and beautiful landscaping and houses.



















Land's End






a rocky promontory in southwestern Cornwall that is England's westernmost point.










landsknecht

 
/ˈläntsˌkneKHt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a class of mercenary soldiers in the German and other continental armies in the 16th and 17th centuries.











– origin

 from German 
Landsknecht

 , literally ‘soldier of the land.’





landslide

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌslīd/






noun



1.
 
the sliding down of a mass of earth or rock from a mountain or cliff.




2.
 
an overwhelming majority of votes for one party in an election




•
 
winning the election 
by a landslide






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a landslide victory.



















landslip

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌslip/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for landslide
 (
sense

 1).













Landsmål

 
/ˈläntsmôl/





I.
 
noun




another term for Nynorsk
 .











– origin

 Norwegian, literally ‘language of the land.’





landsman

 
/ˈlan(d)zmən/






noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 landsmen)
 — a person unfamiliar with the sea or sailing.




2.
 
a fellow countryman.













Landsteiner, Karl

 
/ˈlan(d)ˌstīnər, ˈläntˌSHtīnər/






(1868–1943), US physician, born in Austria. In 1930, he devised the ABO system of classifying blood. He was also the first to describe the Rhesus factor in blood. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1930).









landward

 
/ˈlan(d)wərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward land




•
 
the ship turned landward.














II.
 
adjective




facing toward land as opposed to sea




•
 
the landward side of the road.



















land yacht

 
/ˈland ˌyät/






noun



1.
 
a wind-powered wheeled vehicle with sails, used for recreation and competition.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a large car




•
 
the bechromed land yachts of the 1950s.



















lane

 
/lān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow road, especially in a rural area




•
 
she drove along the winding lane.










2.
 
(in place names) a street in an urban area




•
 
Park Lane.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 a dark streak or band that shows up against a bright background, especially in a spiral galaxy or emission nebula.




4.
 
a division of a road marked off with painted lines and intended to separate single lines of traffic according to speed or direction




•
 
the car accelerated and moved into the outside lane.










5.
 
each of a number of parallel strips of track or water for runners, rowers, or swimmers in a race




•
 
she went into the final in lane three.










6.
 
a path or course prescribed for or regularly followed by ships or aircraft




•
 
the shipping lanes of the South Atlantic.










7.
 
(in basketball) a 12-foot-wide area extending from the free-throw line to below the basket.




8.
 
(in bowling) a long narrow strip of floor down which the ball is bowled.




9.
 


[Biochemistry]

 each of a number of notional parallel strips in the gel of an electrophoresis plate, occupied by a single sample.











– origin

 Old English, related to Dutch 
laan

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





lang.






abbreviation




language.













Lang, Fritz

 
/laNG/






(1890–1976), Austrian-American movie director, who worked in the US from 1934. He made the transition from silent to sound movies in 1931 with the thriller 
M

 . Later works include 
The Big Heat

 (1953).









Lange, Dorothea

 
/laNG/






(1895–1965), US photographer; born 
Dorothea Margaretta Nutzhorn

 . She was known for her documentary photographs of the Great Depression, including 
“White Angel Breadline”

 (1932), and those of the Japanese-American internment camps around 1942. Many of her later photoessays were published in 
Life

 magazine.









Langland, William

 
/ˈlaNGlənd/






(
c.

 1330–
c.

 1400), English poet. He is best known for 
Piers Plowman

 (
c.

 1367–70), a long allegorical poem that is in the form of a spiritual pilgrimage.









langlauf

 
/ˈläNGˌlouf/





I.
 
noun




cross-country skiing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
langlauf skiers.

















– origin

 1920s: from German, literally ‘long run.’





Langley

 
/ˈlaNGlē/






a community in northeastern Virginia, northwest of Washington, DC, home to the Central Intelligence Agency.









Langley, Samuel Pierpoint






(1834–1906), US astronomer and aviation pioneer. He invented the bolometer (1879–81) and contributed to the design of early aircraft.










Langmuir, Irving

 
/ˈlaNGˌmyo͝or/






(1881–1957), US chemist and physicist. His principal work was in surface chemistry, especially applied to catalysis. He also worked on high-temperature electrical discharges in gases and studied atomic structure.









Langmuir–Blodgett film

 
/ˌlaNGmyo͝orˈbläjit ˌfilm/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a monomolecular layer of an organic material that can be used to build extremely small electronic devices.











– origin

 named after I. 
Langmuir

 (see Langmuir, Irving
 ), and Katherine B. 
Blodgett

 (1898–1979), US physicist and chemist.





langosta

 
/laNGˈɡästə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for langouste
 .











– origin

 Spanish.






langouste

 
/läNGˈɡo͞ost/





I.
 
noun




a spiny lobster, especially in French cuisine.











– origin

 French, from Old Provençal 
lagosta

 , based on Latin 
locusta

 ‘locust,crustacean.’






langoustine

 
/ˈlaNGɡəˌstēn/





I.
 
noun




a large, commercially important prawn.

[
Nephrops norvegicus

 , class 
Malacostraca

 .]











– origin

 French, from 
langouste

 (see langouste
 ).






lang syne

 
/ˌlaNG ˈzīn, ˈsīn /

 

‹Scottish archaic›






I.
 
adverb




in the distant past; long ago




•
 
we talked of races run lang syne.














II.
 
noun




times gone by; the old days, especially in the phrase, “auld lang syne.”











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from 
lang

 , Scots variant of long
 1
 + syne
 .





Langton, Stephen

 
/ˈlaNGtən/






(
c.

 1150–1228), English prelate; archbishop of Canterbury 1207–15 and 1218–28. A champion of the English Church, he was involved in the negotiations leading to the signing of Magna Carta.









Langtry, Lillie

 
/ˈlaNGtrē/






(1853–1929), British actress; born 
Emilie Charlotte le Breton

 . She was the mistress of the Prince of Wales, who later became Edward VII.










language

 
/ˈlaNGɡwij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the method of human communication, either spoken or written, consisting of the use of words in a structured and conventional way




•
 
a study of the way children learn language




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
language development.










2.
 
any nonverbal method of expression or communication




•
 
a language of gesture and facial expression.










3.
 
the system of communication used by a particular community or country




•
 
the book was translated into twenty-five languages.










4.
 


[Computing]

 a system of symbols and rules for writing programs or algorithms




•
 
a new programming language.










5.
 
the manner or style of a piece of writing or speech




•
 
he explained the procedure in simple, everyday language.










6.
 
the phraseology and vocabulary of a certain profession, domain, or group of people




•
 
legal language.










7.
 
(usu. as 
bad/strong language

 )
 — coarse, crude, or offensive language




•
 
strong language.














II.
 
phrases





speak the same language






understand one another as a result of shared opinions or values.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
langage

 , based on Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue.’





language area






noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 the area of the cerebral cortex thought to be particularly involved in the processing of language




•
 
the language areas of the left cerebral hemisphere.










2.
 
a region where a particular language is spoken.













language arts






noun




the study of grammar, composition, spelling, and (sometimes) public speaking, typically taught as a single subject in elementary and middle school.













language engineering

 
/ˈlaNGɡwij ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the field of computing that uses tools such as machine-readable dictionaries and sentence parsers in order to process natural languages for applications such as speech synthesis and machine translation.








II.
 
derivatives





language engineer






noun





















language laboratory

 
/ˈlaNGɡwij ˈlabrəˌtôrē /

 
language lab






noun




a room equipped with audio and visual equipment, such as tape and video recorders, for learning a foreign language.













language of flowers






noun




a set of symbolic meanings attached to different flowers when they are given or arranged.














langue

 
/läNG(ɡ) /





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a language viewed as an abstract system used by a speech community, in contrast to the actual linguistic behavior of individuals.

Contrasted with parole
 .











– origin

 1920s: French, from Latin 
lingua

 ‘language, tongue.’





langued

 
/laNGd/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 having the tongue of a specified tincture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
langué

 ‘tongued’ + -ed
 2
 .






langue d'oc

 
/ˌläNG(ɡə) ˈdôk/





I.
 
noun




the form of medieval French spoken south of the Loire, generally characterized by the use of 
oc

 to mean ‘yes,’ and forming the basis of modern Provençal.

Compare with Occitan
 .











– origin

 from Old French 
langue

 ‘language’ (from Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue’), 
d'

 (from 
de

 ‘of’), and 
oc

 (from Latin 
hoc

 ) ‘yes.’ Compare with langue d'oïl
 .





Languedoc-Roussillon

 
/ˌläNGɡədôkˌro͞osēˈyôn/






a region of southern France, on the Mediterranean coast, extending from the Rhône delta to the border with Spain.










langue d'oïl

 
/ˌläNG(ɡə) ˈdoi(l)/





I.
 
noun




the form of medieval French spoken north of the Loire, generally characterized by the use of 
oïl

 to mean ‘yes,’ and forming the basis of modern French.











– origin

 from Old French 
langue

 ‘language’ (from Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue’), 
d'

 (from 
de

 ‘of’), and 
oïl

 (from Latin 
hoc ille

 ) ‘yes.’ Compare with langue d'oc
 .





languid

 
/ˈlaNGɡwəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, manner, or gesture) displaying or having a disinclination for physical exertion or effort; slow and relaxed




•
 
they turned with languid movements from back to front so as to tan evenly.










2.
 
(of an occasion or period of time) pleasantly lazy and peaceful




•
 
the terrace was perfect for languid days in the Italian sun.










3.
 
weak or faint from illness or fatigue




•
 
she was pale, languid, and weak, as if she had delivered a child.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
languidly

 
/ˈlaNGɡwədlē /






adverb













2.
 
languidness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
languide

 or Latin 
languidus

 , from 
languere

 (see languish
 ).






languish

 
/ˈlaNGɡwiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or other living thing) lose or lack vitality; grow weak or feeble




•
 
plants may appear to be languishing simply because they are dormant.










2.
 
fail to make progress or be successful




•
 
foreign stocks are still languishing.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 pine with love or grief




•
 
she still 
languished after

 Richard.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 assume or display a sentimentally tender or melancholy expression or tone




•
 
when a visitor comes in, she smiles and languishes.










5.
 
suffer from being forced to remain in an unpleasant place or situation




•
 
he has been languishing in jail since 1974.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
languisher






noun













2.
 
languishingly






adverb













3.
 
languishment






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘become faint, feeble, or ill’): from Old French 
languiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
languir

 ‘languish,’ from a variant of Latin 
languere

 , related to 
laxus

 ‘loose, lax.’





languor

 
/ˈlaNG(ɡ)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or feeling, often pleasant, of tiredness or inertia




•
 
he remembered the languor and warm happiness of those golden afternoons.










2.
 
an oppressive stillness of the air




•
 
the afternoon was hot, quiet, and heavy with languor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
languorous

 
/ˈlaNG(ɡ)(ə)rəs /






adjective













2.
 
languorously

 
/ˈlaNG(ɡ)(ə)rəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin, from 
languere

 (see languish
 ). The original sense was ‘illness, disease, distress,’ later ‘faintness, lassitude’; current senses date from the 18th cent., when such lassitude became associated with a sometimes rather self-indulgent romantic yearning.





langur

 
/läNGˈɡo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a long-tailed arboreal Asian monkey with a characteristic loud call.

[
Presbytis

 and other genera, family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species. Compare with leaf monkey
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Hindi from Sanskrit 
lāṅgūla

 .






La Niña

 
/lä ˈnēnyə/





I.
 
noun




a cooling of the water in the equatorial Pacific that occurs at irregular intervals and is associated with widespread changes in weather patterns complementary to those of El Niño, but less extensive and damaging in their effects.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘the girl child,’ after 
El Niño

 .





lank

 
/laNGk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of hair) long, limp, and straight.




2.
 
(of a person) lanky.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lankly






adverb













2.
 
lankness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlanc

 ‘thin, not filled out,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
lenken

 ‘to bend, turn,’ also to flinch
 and link
 1
 .





lanky

 
/ˈlaNGkē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) ungracefully thin and tall.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lankily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
lankiness






noun





















lanner

 
/ˈlanər /

 
lanner falcon





I.
 
noun




a falcon with a dark brown back and buff cap, found in southeastern Europe, the Middle East, and Africa.

[
Falco biarmicus

 , family 
Falconidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lanier

 , perhaps a noun use of 
lanier

 ‘cowardly,’ from a derogatory use of 
lanier

 ‘wool merchant,’ from Latin 
lanarius

 , from 
lana

 ‘wool.’





lanolin

 
/ˈlanəlin/





I.
 
noun




a fatty substance found naturally on sheep's wool. It is extracted as a yellowish viscous mixture of esters and used as a base for ointments.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
lana

 ‘wool’ + 
oleum

 ‘oil’ + -in
 1
 .





Lansbury, Dame Angela

 
/ˈlanzˌberē/






(1925–) US actress; born in England; full name 
Dame Angela Brigid Lansbury

 . She appeared in movies such as 
Gaslight

 (1944) and 
The Manchurian Candidate

 (1962) and starred in the television series 
Murder, She Wrote

 1984–96 and also the Broadway shows 
Mame

 (1966), 
Gypsy

 (1974), and 
Sweeney Todd

 (1979).









Lansing

 
/ˈlansiNG/






the capital of Michigan, in the southern part of the state; pop. 113,968 (est. 2008). First settled in 1847, it expanded rapidly after the establishment of the automobile industry there in 1887.









lansquenet

 
/ˌlanskəˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a gambling game of German origin involving betting on cards turned up by the dealer.




2.
 
archaic variant of landsknecht
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): via French from German 
Landsknecht

 (see landsknecht
 ).





lantana

 
/lanˈtanə, -ˈtänə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical evergreen shrub of the verbena family, several kinds of which are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Lantana

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 : many species, in particular the South American scrambler 
L. camara

 , grown as an ornamental and sometimes becoming an invasive weed.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the specific name of the wayfaring tree 
Viburnum lantana

 , which it resembles superficially.






Lantau

 
/ˈlänˌtou/






an island of Hong Kong, situated to the west of Hong Kong Island and forming part of the New Territories.

Chinese name Tai Yue Shan
 .









lantern

 
/ˈlan(t)ərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lamp with a transparent case protecting the flame or electric bulb, and typically having a handle by which it can be carried or hung




•
 
a paper lantern.










2.
 
the light chamber at the top of a lighthouse.




3.
 
short for magic lantern
 .




4.
 
a square, curved, or polygonal structure on the top of a dome or a room, with the sides glazed or open, so as to admit light.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lanterne

 , from Latin 
lanterna

 , from Greek 
lamptēr

 ‘torch, lamp,’ from 
lampein

 ‘to shine.’






Lantern Festival






noun




another name for Bon
 .













lantern fish






noun




a deep-sea fish that has organs on its body that emit light, seen chiefly when it rises to the surface at night.

[Family 
Myctophidae

 : several genera and species.]













lantern jaw

 
/ˈlan(t)ərn jô/





I.
 
noun




a long, thin jaw and prominent chin.








II.
 
derivatives





lantern-jawed

 
/ˈlan(t)ərn ˈˌjôd /






adjective





















lantern slide

 
/ˈlan(t)ərn ˌslīd/






noun






‹historical›

 a mounted photographic transparency for projection by a magic lantern.













lanthanide

 
/ˈlanTHəˌnīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the series of fifteen metallic elements from lanthanum to lutetium in the periodic table.

See also rare earth
 .











– origin

 1920s: from lanthanum
 + -ide
 .






lanthanum

 
/ˈlanTHənəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
La

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 57, a silvery-white rare earth metal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
lanthanein

 ‘escape notice’ (because it was long undetected in cerium oxide) + -um.





lanugo

 
/ləˈn(y)o͞oˌɡō/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 fine, soft hair, especially that which covers the body and limbs of a human fetus or newborn.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘down,’ from 
lana

 ‘wool.’





Lanús

 
/läˈno͞os/






a city in eastern Argentina, south of Buenos Aires; pop. 463,000 (est. 2008).









lanyard

 
/ˈlanyərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rope threaded through a pair of deadeyes, used to adjust the tension in the rigging of a sailing vessel.




2.
 
a cord passed around the neck, shoulder, or wrist for holding a knife, whistle, or similar object.











– origin

 late Middle English 
lanyer

 , in the general sense ‘a short length of rope or line for securing something,’ from Old French 
laniere

 . The change in the ending in the 17th cent. was due to association with yard
 1
 .





Lanza, Mario

 
/ˈlänzə, ˈlan-/






(1921–59), US tenor; born 
Alfredo Arnold Cocozza

 . He became an international star as the portrayer of Enrico Caruso in the movies 
The Great Caruso

 (1951) and 
The Seven Hills of Rome

 (1958).










Lanzhou

 
/ˌlänˈjō /

 
Lanchow






a city in northern China, on the upper Yellow River, capital of Gansu province; pop. 1,708,200 (est. 2006).









Lao

 
/lou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of Laos and northeastern Thailand.




2.
 
the Tai language of the Lao, closely related to Thai.

Also called Laotian
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Lao or their language.











– origin

 the name in Lao.





Laocoon

 
/lāˈäkōˌän /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Trojan priest who, with his two sons, was crushed to death by two great sea serpents as a penalty for warning the Trojans against drawing the wooden horse of the Greeks into Troy.









Laodicean

 
/lāˌädəˈsēən /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective




lukewarm or halfhearted, especially with respect to religion or politics.








II.
 
noun




a person with a halfhearted attitude toward religion or politics.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
Laodicea

 in Asia Minor, with reference to the early Christians there (Rev. 3:16), + -an
 .





laogai

 
/ˌlouˈɡī/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the laogai

 )


1.
 
(in China) a system of labor camps, many of whose inmates are political dissidents.











– origin

 Chinese, ‘reform through labor.’






Laois

 
/lāSH, lēSH /

 
Laoighis
 , Leix






a county of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster; county town, Portlaoise.

Former name Queen's County
 .









Laos

 
/ˈläōs lous ˈlāˌäs/







1.
 
a landlocked country in Southeast Asia; pop. 6,834,300 (est. 2009); capital, Vientiane; official language, Laotian.





Part of French Indo-China, Laos became independent in 1953, but for most of the next 25 years was torn by civil strife between the communist Pathet Lao movement and government supporters. In 1975, the Pathet Lao achieved total control, and a communist republic was established. The end of the 20th century saw a gradual return to free enterprise.










Laotian

 
/lāˈōSH(ə)n ˈlouSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Laos or its inhabitants




•
 
mountains near the Laotian border.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Laos




•
 
the Laotians are still partying hard.



















Lao-tzu

 
/ˌlä-ō ˈtso͞o, ˈdzə /

 
Laoze





I.
 
(
fl.

 6th century 
BC

 ), Chinese philosopher traditionally regarded as the founder of Taoism and author of the Tao-te-Ching, its most sacred scripture.







– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘Lao the Master.’






lap1


 
/lap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
one's lap

 )
 — the flat area between the waist and knees of a seated person




•
 
come and sit on my lap.










2.
 
the part of an item of clothing, especially a skirt, covering the lap.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a hanging flap on a garment or a saddle.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
fall (or drop) into someone's lap






(of something unexpected) come someone's way without any effort having been made




•
 
not many reporters are lucky enough to have stories fall into their laps.















2.
 
in someone's lap






as someone's responsibility




•
 
she dumped the problem in my lap.















3.
 
in the lap of luxury






in conditions of great comfort and wealth.












III.
 
derivatives





lapful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
læppa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lap

 , German 
Lappen

 ‘piece of cloth.’ The word originally denoted a fold or flap of a garment (compare with lapel
 ), later specifically one that could be used as a pocket or pouch, or the front of a skirt when held up to catch or carry something (Middle English), hence the area between the waist and knees as a place where a child could be nursed or an object held.






lap2


 
/lap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one circuit of a track or racetrack.




2.
 
a stage in a swim consisting of two lengths of a pool.




3.
 
a section of a journey or other undertaking




•
 
we caught a cab for the last lap of our journey.










4.
 
an overlapping or projecting part.




5.
 
the amount by which one thing overlaps or covers a part of another.




6.
 


[Metallurgy]

 a defect formed in rolling when a projecting part is accidentally folded over and pressed against the surface of the metal.




7.
 
(in a steam engine) the distance by which the valve overlaps the steam port (or the exhaust port).




8.
 
a single turn of rope, thread, or cable around a drum or reel.




9.
 
a layer or sheet, typically wound on a roller, into which cotton or wool is formed during its manufacture.




10.
 
(in a lapping machine) a rotating disk with a coating of fine abrasive for polishing.




11.
 
a polishing tool of a special shape, coated or impregnated with an abrasive.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — overtake (a competitor in a race) to become one or more laps ahead




•
 
she lapped all of her rivals in the 3,000 meters.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a competitor or vehicle in a race) complete a lap, especially in a specified time




•
 
he lapped two tenths of a second faster than anyone else.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
lap someone/something in

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 enfold or swathe a person or thing, especially a part of the body, in (something soft)




•
 
he was lapped in blankets




•
 


‹figurative›

 I was accustomed to being lapped in luxury.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — project beyond or overlap something




•
 
the water 
lapped over

 the edges.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — polish (a gem or a metal or glass surface) with a lapping machine.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘coil, fold, or wrap’): from lap
 1
 . Sense 1 of the noun and verb date from the mid 19th cent.






lap3


 
/lap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) take up (liquid) with the tongue in order to drink




•
 
the cat was 
lapping up

 a saucer of milk.










2.
 
(
lap something up

 )
 — accept something eagerly and with obvious pleasure




•
 
she's lapping up the attention.










3.
 
(of water) wash against (something) with a gentle rippling sound




•
 
the waves lapped the shore




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the sound of the river lapping against the banks.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the action of water washing gently against something




•
 
listening to the comfortable lap of the waves against the shore.














III.
 
derivatives





lapper






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lapian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
lapen

 .





laparoscopy

 
/ˌlapəˈräskəpē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical procedure in which a fiber-optic instrument is inserted through the abdominal wall to view the organs in the abdomen or to permit a surgical procedure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laparoscope

 
/ləˈperəˌskōp /






noun













2.
 
laparoscopic

 
/ˌlap(ə)rəˈskäpik /






adjective













3.
 
laparoscopically






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
lapara

 ‘flank’ + -scopy
 .





laparotomy

 
/ˌlapəˈrädəmē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical incision into the abdominal cavity, for diagnosis or in preparation for surgery.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
lapara

 ‘flank’ + -tomy
 .





La Paz

 
/lə ˈpäz/





I.
 
the capital of Bolivia, in the northwestern part of the country, near the border with Peru; pop. 835,301 (2009). Situated in the Andes at an altitude of 12,000 feet (3,660 m), it is the highest capital city in the world.




II.
 
a city in Mexico, near the southern tip of the Baja California peninsula, capital of the state of Baja California Sur; pop. 189,176 (2005).









lap belt

 
/ˈlap ˌbelt/






noun




a seat belt worn across the lap.













lap dance





I.
 
noun




an erotic dance or striptease performed close to, or sitting on the lap of, a paying customer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lap dancer






noun













2.
 
lap dancing






noun





















lap desk






noun




a portable writing case or surface, especially one for use on the lap.













lap dissolve






noun




a fade-out of a scene in a movie that overlaps with a fade-in of a new scene, so that one appears to dissolve into the other.













lapdog

 
/ˈlapˌdôɡ /

 
lap dog






noun



1.
 
a small dog kept as a pet.




2.
 
a person or organization that is influenced or controlled by another




•
 
the government and its media lapdogs.




















lapel

 
/ləˈpel/





I.
 
noun




the part on each side of a coat or jacket immediately below the collar that is folded back on either side of the front opening.








II.
 
derivatives





lapelled

 
/ləˈpeld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a narrow-lapelled suit

























– origin

 mid 17th cent.: diminutive of lap
 1
 .





lapidary

 
/ˈlapəˌderē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of language) engraved on or suitable for engraving on stone and therefore elegant and concise




•
 
a lapidary statement.










2.
 
of or relating to stone and gems and the work involved in engraving, cutting, or polishing.








II.
 
noun




a person who cuts, polishes, or engraves gems.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
lapidarius

 (in late Latin ‘stonecutter’), from 
lapis

 , 
lapid-

 ‘stone.’ The adjective dates from the early 18th cent.





lapilli

 
/ləˈpiˌlī/





I.
 
plural noun






[Geology]

 rock fragments ejected from a volcano.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the general sense ‘stones, pebbles’): via Italian from Latin, plural of 
lapillus

 , diminutive of 
lapis

 ‘stone.’






lapis lazuli

 
/ˌlapəs ˈlaz(y)əlē ˌlapəs ˈlaz(y)əlī ˌlapəs ˈlaZHəlī /

 
lapis





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bright blue metamorphic rock consisting largely of lazurite, used for decoration and in jewelry.




2.
 
a bright blue pigment formerly made by crushing this, being the original ultramarine.




3.
 
the color ultramarine.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lapis

 ‘stone’ and medieval Latin 
lazuli

 , genitive of 
lazulum

 , from Persian 
lāžward

 ‘lapis lazuli.’ Compare with azure
 .





Lapith

 
/ˈlapəTH/





I.
 
noun






[Greek Mythology]

 a member of a Thessalian people who fought and defeated the centaurs.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Lapithai

 (plural).





lap joint

 
/ˈlap ˌjoint/






noun




a joint made with two pieces of metal, timber, etc., by halving the thickness of each member at the joint and fitting them together.













Laplace, Pierre Simon

 
/läˈpläs/






Marquis de (1749–1827), French applied mathematician and theoretical physicist. His treatise 
Mécanique céleste

 (1799–1825) is an extensive mathematical analysis of geophysical matters and of planetary and lunar motion.









Lapland

 
/ˈlapˌland/





I.
 
a region in northern Europe that extends from the Norwegian Sea to the White Sea and lies mainly within the Arctic Circle. It consists of the northern parts of Norway, Sweden, and Finland, as well as the Kola Peninsula of Russia.







– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Swedish 
Lappland

 , from 
Lapp

 (see Lapp
 ) + 
land

 ‘land.’





Laplander

 
/ˈlapˌlandər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the northern European region of Lapland




•
 
a Laplander in his native costume.



















La Plata

 
/lə ˈplätə, lä ˈplätä/






a port in Argentina, on the Plate River (Río de la Plata) southeast of Buenos Aires; pop. 654,800 (est. 2008).










Lapp

 
/lap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people of far northern Scandinavia, traditionally associated with the herding of reindeer.




2.
 
the Finno-Ugric language of the Lapps, with nine distinct dialects.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Lapps or their language.











– origin

 Swedish, perhaps originally a term of contempt and related to Middle High German 
lappe

 ‘simpleton.’ / 
usage:

 Although the term 
Lapp

 is still widely used and is the most familiar term to many, the people themselves prefer to be called 
Sami

 .





lappet

 
/ˈlapət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flap or fold, in particular




2.
 
a fold or hanging piece of flesh in some animals.




3.
 
a loose or overlapping part of a garment.




4.
 
(also 
lappet moth

 )
 — a brownish moth, the hairy caterpillars of which have fleshy lappets along each side of the body.

[Several species in the family 
Lasiocampidae

 : including 
Phyllodesma americana

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





lappeted






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a lobe of the ear, liver, etc.): diminutive of lap
 1
 .





lapping machine






noun




a machine with a rotating abrasive disk for polishing gems, metal, and optical glass.













Lappish

 
/ˈlapiSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Lapps (Sami) or their language.








II.
 
noun




the Lapp language.













lap pool






noun




a swimming pool specially designed or designated for swimming laps.













lap robe

 
/lap rōb/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thick blanket or pelt used for warming the lap and legs while traveling or sitting outdoors.













lapsang souchong

 
/ˈlapˌsaNG ˈso͞oˌCHäNG, ˈläpˌsäNG, ˈso͞oˌSHäNG/





I.
 
noun




a variety of souchong tea with a smoky flavor.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from an invented first element + souchong
 .





lapse

 
/laps/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a temporary failure of concentration, memory, or judgment




•
 
a 
lapse of

 concentration in the second set cost her the match.










2.
 
a weak or careless decline from previously high standards




•
 
tracing his 
lapse into

 petty crime.










3.
 


[Law]

 the termination of a right or privilege through disuse or failure to follow appropriate procedures.




4.
 
an interval or passage of time




•
 
there was a considerable 
lapse of

 time between the two events.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a right, privilege, or agreement) become invalid because it is not used, claimed, or renewed; expire




•
 
my membership to the gym has lapsed.










2.
 
(of a state or activity) fail to be maintained; come to an end




•
 
if your diet has lapsed it's time you revived it.










3.
 
(of an adherent to a particular religion or doctrine) cease to follow the rules and practices of that religion or doctrine.




4.
 
(
lapse into

 )
 — pass gradually into (an inferior state or condition)




•
 
the country has lapsed into chaos.










5.
 
revert to (a previous or more familiar style of speaking or behavior)




•
 
the girls lapsed into French.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lapsus

 , from 
labi

 ‘to glide, slip, or fall’; the verb reinforced by Latin 
lapsare

 ‘to slip or stumble.’





lapsed

 
/lapst/






adjective



1.
 
no longer valid; expired




•
 
a lapsed insurance policy.










2.
 
no longer following the rules and practices of a religion or doctrine; nonpracticing




•
 
a lapsed Catholic.



















lapse rate

 
/laps rāt/






noun




the rate at which air temperature falls with increasing altitude.













lap steel

 
lap steel guitar






noun




another term for pedal steel
 .














lapstrake

 
/ˈlapstrāk /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a clinker-built boat.








II.
 
adjective




clinker-built.













lapsus calami

 
/ˈlapsəs ˈkaləˌmī, -ˌmē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a slip of the pen.











– origin

 Latin.





lapsus linguae

 
/ˌlapsəs ˈliNGɡwī ˌläpsəs ˈliNGɡwē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a slip of the tongue.











– origin

 Latin.





Laptev Sea

 
/ˈlapˌtev, -ˌtef/






a part of the Arctic Ocean that lies to the north of Russia between the Taimyr Peninsula and the New Siberian Islands.









laptop

 
/ˈlapˌtäp /

 
laptop computer






noun




a computer that is portable and suitable for use while traveling.













lap-weld

 
/ˈlapˌweld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
weld (something) with the edges overlapping.








II.
 
noun

 — (
lap weld

 )


1.
 
a weld made with the edges overlapping.














lapwing

 
/ˈlapˌwiNG/





I.
 
noun




a large plover, typically having a black and white head and underparts and a loud call.

[Genus 
Vanellus

 , family 
Charadriidae

 : several species, in particular the 
northern lapwing

 (
V. vanellus

 ) of Eurasia (also called green plover
 or pewit
 ), which has a dark green back and a crest.]











– origin

 Old English 
hlēapewince

 , from 
hlēapan

 ‘to leap’ and a base meaning ‘move from side to side’ (whence also wink
 ); so named because of the way it flies. The spelling was changed in Middle English by association with lap
 2
 and wing
 .





Laramie

 
/ˈlerəmē/






a city in southeastern Wyoming; pop. 27,664 (est. 2008). It was first settled in 1868 during the construction of the Union Pacific Railroad.









larboard

 
/ˈlärˌbôrd ˈlärbərd/





I.
 
noun






[Nautical]

 archaic term for port
 3
 .











– origin

 Middle English 
ladebord

 (see lade
 , board
 ), referring to the side on which cargo was put aboard. The change to 
lar-

 in the 16th cent. was due to association with starboard
 .





larceny

 
/ˈlärs(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




theft of personal property.

See also grand larceny
 , petty larceny
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
larcener

 
/ˈlärs(ə)nər /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
larcenist

 
/-nist /






noun













3.
 
larcenous

 
/ˈlärs(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
larcin

 , from Latin 
latrocinium

 , from 
latro(n-)

 ‘robber,’ earlier ‘mercenary soldier,’ from Greek 
latreus

 .





larch

 
/lärCH/





I.
 
noun




a coniferous tree with bunches of deciduous bright green needles, found in cool regions of the northern hemisphere. It is grown for its tough timber and its resin (which yields turpentine).

See also tamarack
 . [Genus 
Larix

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : several species, including the 
common larch

 (
L. decidua

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle High German 
larche

 , based on Latin 
larix

 .






lard

 
/lärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fat from the abdomen of a pig that is rendered and clarified for use in cooking.




2.
 


‹informal›

 excess human fat that is seen as unhealthy and unattractive.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insert strips of fat or bacon in (meat) before cooking.




2.
 
smear or cover (a foodstuff) with lard or fat, typically to prevent it from drying out during storage.




3.
 
(usu. 
be larded with

 )
 — embellish (talk or writing) with a variety of expressions




•
 
his conversation is larded with quotations from Coleridge.










4.
 
cover or fill thickly or excessively




•
 
the pages were larded with corrections and crossings-out.














III.
 
derivatives





lardy

 
/ˈlärdē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also denoting bacon fat): from Old French, ‘bacon,’ from Latin 
lardum

 , 
laridum

 , related to Greek 
larinos

 ‘fat.’





lard-ass

 
/ˈlärdas /

 


‹Brit.›

 lard-arse






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a fat person, especially one who has large buttocks or is regarded as lazy.




•
 
she told Pete that he shouldn't be picking on kids who were heavy, when he was such a lard-ass himself.



















larder

 
/ˈlärdər/





I.
 
noun




a room or large cupboard for storing food.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a store of meat): from Old French 
lardier

 , from medieval Latin 
lardarium

 , from 
laridum

 (see lard
 ).





larder beetle






noun




a brownish scavenging beetle that is a pest of stored products, especially meat and hides.

[
Dermestes lardarius

 , family 
Dermestidae

 .]













Lardner, Ring

 
/ˈlärdnər/






(1885–1933), US writer and journalist; full name 
Ringgold Wilmer Lardner

 . He wrote 
You Know Me Al: A Busher's Letters

 (1914), 
Treat 'Em Rough

 (1918), and 
The Real Dope

 (1919), all collections of his stories that feature his best-known character, baseball pitcher Jack Keefe.









lardon

 
/ˈlärd(ə)n /

 
lardoon





I.
 
noun




a piece of bacon used to lard meat.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from 
lard

 ‘bacon’ (see lard
 ).





Laredo

 
/ləˈrādō/






an industrial port city in southern Texas, across the Rio Grande from Nuevo Laredo in Mexico; pop. 221,659 (est. 2008).









lares

 
/ˈlerēz/





I.
 
plural noun




gods of the household worshiped in ancient Rome.

See also penates
 .








II.
 
phrases





lares and penates






the home.















– origin

 Latin.





large

 
/lärj/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of considerable or relatively great size, extent, or capacity




•
 
add a large clove of garlic




•
 
the concert attracted large crowds




•
 
the sweater comes in small, medium, and large sizes.










2.
 
pursuing an occupation or commercial activity on a significant scale




•
 
many large investors are likely to take a different view.










3.
 
of wide range or scope




•
 
we can afford to take a larger view of the situation.










4.
 


[Sailing]

 another term for free
 (
sense

 8 
of the

 adjective).








II.
 
adverb






[Sailing]

 another term for free
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adverb).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at large





a.
 
(especially of a criminal or dangerous animal) at liberty; escaped or not yet captured




•
 
the fugitive was still at large.










b.
 
as a whole; in general




•
 
there has been a loss of community values in society at large.










c.
 
(also 
at-large

 )
 — 

(US)

 in a general way; without particularizing




•
 
the magazine's editor at large.










d.
 


‹dated›

 at length; in great detail




•
 
writing at large on the policies he wished to pursue.















2.
 
in large measure (or part)






to a great extent




•
 
the success of the conference was due in large part to its organizers.















3.
 
(as) large as life






see life
 .









4.
 
larger than life






see life
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
largeness

 
/ˈlärjnəs /






noun













2.
 
largish

 
/ˈlärjiSH /






adjective





large
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘liberal in giving, lavish, ample in quantity’): via Old French from Latin 
larga

 , feminine of 
largus

 ‘copious.’





large-breasted

 
large-bosomed






adjective




(of a woman) having large breasts




•
 
a large-breasted sex symbol.



















large-cap






adjective






[Finance]

 denoting or relating to the stock of a company with a large capitalization.













Large Hadron Collider

 
LHC






a large particle accelerator located at the CERN laboratory on the French–Swiss border near Geneva. Operation of the collider began in 2008, and an initial aim was to provide evidence for the existence of the Higgs boson.









large-hearted






adjective




sympathetic and generous.














large intestine

 
/lärj inˈtestən/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the cecum, colon, and rectum collectively.













largely

 
/ˈlärjlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
to a great extent; on the whole; mostly




•
 
he was soon arrested, largely through the efforts of Tom Poole




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
their efforts were largely unsuccessful.



















large-minded

 
/ˌlärjˈmīndəd/






adjective




open to and tolerant of other people's ideas; liberal.













largemouth

 
/ˈlärjmouTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the largemouth bass (see black bass
 ).













large-scale

 
/ˈlärj ˈˌskāl/






adjective



1.
 
involving large numbers or a large area; extensive




•
 
large-scale commercial farming.










2.
 
(of a map or model) made to a scale large enough to show certain features in detail.













largesse

 
/lärˈjes lärˈZHes /

 
largess





I.
 
noun



1.
 
generosity in bestowing money or gifts upon others




•
 
dispensing his money with such largesse.










2.
 
money or gifts given generously




•
 
the distribution of largesse to the local population.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
largus

 ‘copious.’





larghetto

 
/lärˈɡedō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) in a fairly slow tempo.








II.
 
noun




a passage or movement marked to be performed in a fairly slow tempo.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
largo

 ‘broad.’






lar gibbon

 
/ˈlär ˌɡibən/






noun




another term for white-handed gibbon
 .













largo

 
/ˈlärɡō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) in a slow tempo and dignified in style.








II.
 
noun




a passage, movement, or composition marked to be performed in this way.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
largus

 ‘copious, abundant.’





Largo

 
/ˈlärɡō/






a resort city in west central Florida, southwest of Clearwater; pop. 72,732 (est. 2008).









lari

 
/ˈlärē/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of the Maldives, equal to one hundredth of a rufiyaa.











– origin

 from Persian.





Lariam

 
/ˈlarēəm/





I.
 
noun




trademark for mefloquine
 .











– origin

 1980s: probably from partial rearrangement of malaria
 .





lariat

 
/ˈlerēət/





I.
 
noun




a rope used as a lasso or for tethering.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
la reata

 , from 
la

 ‘the’ and 
reatar

 ‘tie again’ (based on Latin 
aptare

 ‘adjust,’ from 
aptus

 ‘apt, fitting’).





La Rioja

 
/lä rēˈōhä/






an autonomous region of northern Spain, in the wine-producing valley of the Ebro River; capital, Logroño.









Larissa

 
/ləˈrisə/






a city in east central Greece; pop. 134,100 (est. 2009). Greek name 
Lárisa

 .









lark1


 
/lärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small ground-dwelling songbird, typically with brown streaky plumage, a crest, and elongated hind claws, and with a song that is delivered in flight.

[Family 
Alaudidae

 : many genera and numerous species, e.g., the 
skylark

 .]




2.
 
used in names of birds of other families similar to the lark, e.g., the 
meadowlark

 .











– origin

 Old English 
lāferce

 , 
lǣwerce

 ; related to Dutch 
leeuwerik

 and German 
Lerche

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.






lark2


 
/lärk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
something done for fun, especially something mischievous or daring; an amusing adventure or escapade




•
 
I only went along 
for a lark

 .










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 used to suggest that an activity is foolish or a waste of time




•
 
he's serious about this music lark.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enjoy oneself by behaving in a playful and mischievous way




•
 
he jumped the fence to go larking the rest of the day.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
larkish






adjective













2.
 
larky

 
/ˈlärkē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
lake

 ‘play,’ from Old Norse 
leika

 , but compare with skylark
 in the same sense, which is recorded earlier.





larkspur

 
/ˈlärkˌspər/






noun




an annual Mediterranean plant of the buttercup family that bears spikes of spurred flowers. It is closely related to the delphiniums, with which it has been bred to produce a number of cultivated hybrids.

[Genus 
Consolida

 (formerly 
Delphinium

 ), family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













larn

 
/lärn/






verb




dialect form of learn
 .













Larousse, Pierre

 
/ləˈro͞os, lä-/






(1817–75), French lexicographer and encyclopedist. He edited the 15-volume 
Grand dictionnaire universel du XIXe
 siècle

 (1866–76) and cofounded the publishing house of Larousse in 1852.









LARP

 
/lärp/





I.
 
noun




a type of interactive role-playing game in which the participants portray characters through physical action, often in costume and with props




•
 
the genre we have chosen for our LARP is fantasy, also known as swords and sorcery.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
LARPer






noun













2.
 
LARPing






noun



















– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
live action role playing

 .





larrikin

 
/ˈlerəkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Austral.)

 a boisterous, often badly behaved young man.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 a person with apparent disregard for convention; a maverick


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the larrikin trade union leader.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from English dialect, perhaps from the given name 
Larry

 (nickname for 
Lawrence

 ) + -kin
 .





larrup

 
/ˈlerəp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 thrash or whip (someone).











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally dialect): perhaps related to lather
 or leather
 .





Larson, Gary

 
/ˈlärsən/






(1950–), US cartoonist and writer. His one-panel comic 
“The Far Side,”

 (1984–95) was syndicated in more than 900 newspapers.










larva

 
/ˈlärvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the active immature form of an insect, especially one that differs greatly from the adult and forms the stage between egg and pupa, e.g., a caterpillar or grub.

Compare with nymph
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
an immature form of other animals that undergo some metamorphosis, e.g., a tadpole.








II.
 
derivatives





larvicide

 
/-ˌsīd /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a disembodied spirit or ghost): from Latin, literally ‘ghost, mask.’





Larvacea

 
/lärˈvāSHēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of minute transparent planktonic animals related to the sea squirts. They have a body that is typically enclosed in a gelatinous “house” that is regularly shed and replaced.




II.
 
derivatives





larvacean






adjective, noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from larva
 .





larval

 
/ˈlärvl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting the active immature form of an insect




•
 
the larval stage of a fly.










2.
 
relating to or denoting an immature form of other animals that undergo some metamorphosis




•
 
a larval salamander.



















laryngeal

 
/ləˈrinj(ē)əl ˌlerənˈjēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the larynx




•
 
the laryngeal artery.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) made in the larynx with the vocal cords partly closed and partly vibrating (producing, in English, the so-called “creaky voice” sound)




•
 
laryngeal consonants.














II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a laryngeal sound.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
laryngeus

 ‘relating to the larynx’ + -al
 .





larynges

 
/ləˈrinˌjēz/






plural form of larynx
 .









laryngitis

 
/ˌlerənˈjīdəs/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the larynx, typically resulting in huskiness or loss of the voice, harsh breathing, and a painful cough.








II.
 
derivatives





laryngitic

 
/-ˈjitik /






adjective





















laryngology

 
/ˌlerəNGˈɡäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine that deals with the larynx and its diseases.








II.
 
derivatives





laryngologist

 
/ˌlerəNGˈɡäləjist /






noun





















laryngoscope

 
/ləˈriNGɡəskōp ləˈrinjəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for examining the larynx, or for inserting a tube through it.








II.
 
derivatives





laryngoscopy

 
/ˌlerənˈɡäskəpē /






noun





















laryngotomy

 
/ˌlerəNGˈɡädəmē/






noun




surgical incision into the larynx, typically to provide an air passage when breathing is obstructed.














larynx

 
/ˈleriNGks/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the hollow muscular organ forming an air passage to the lungs and holding the vocal cords in humans and other mammals; the voice box.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
larunx

 .





lasagna

 
/ləˈzänyə /

 
lasagne





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pasta in the form of wide strips.




2.
 
a baked Italian dish consisting of wide strips of pasta cooked and layered with meat or vegetables, cheese, and tomato sauce.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
lasagna

 , based on Latin 
lasanum

 ‘chamber pot,’ perhaps also ‘cooking pot.’





La Salle, René-Robert Cavelier

 
/lə ˈsal, lä ˈsäl/






Sieur de (1643–87), French explorer. He sailed from Canada down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers to the Gulf of Mexico in 1682, naming the Mississippi basin Louisiana in honor of Louis XIV. In 1684, he led an expedition to establish a French colony on the Gulf of Mexico, but was murdered when his followers mutinied.









La Scala

 
/lä ˈskälə/






an opera house in Milan built 1776–78 on the site of the church of Santa Maria della Scala.









lascar

 
/ˈlaskər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a sailor from India or Southeast Asia.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
lascari

 , from Urdu and Persian 
laškarī

 ‘soldier,’ from 
laškar

 ‘army.’





Lascaux

 
/läsˈkō, las-/






the site of a cave in the Dordogne, France, which is richly decorated with Paleolithic wall paintings of animals dated to the Magdalenian period.









lascivious

 
/ləˈsivēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, manner, or gesture) feeling or revealing an overt and often offensive sexual desire




•
 
he gave her a lascivious wink.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lasciviously

 
/ləˈsivēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
lasciviousness

 
/ləˈsivēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
lasciviosus

 , from Latin 
lascivia

 ‘lustfulness,’ from 
lascivus

 ‘lustful, wanton.’





Las Cruces

 
/ˌläs ˈkro͞osəs/






a city in southern New Mexico, on the Rio Grande; pop. 91,865 (est. 2008).









lase

 
/lāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a substance, especially a gas or crystal) undergo the physical processes employed in a laser; function as or in a laser.











– origin

 1960s: back-formation from laser
 , interpreted as an agent noun.






laser

 
/ˈlāzər/





I.
 
noun




a device that generates an intense beam of coherent monochromatic light (or other electromagnetic radiation) by stimulated emission of photons from excited atoms or molecules. Lasers are used in drilling and cutting, alignment and guidance, and in surgery; the optical properties are exploited in holography, reading bar codes, and in recording and playing compact discs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat or remove (something) using a laser, especially as part of surgery




•
 
I've got to get my eyes lasered again




•
 
he has had tattoos 
lasered off

 his chest.

















– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation

 , on the pattern of 
maser

 .





laserdisc

 
/ˈlāzərˌdisk /

 
laser disc






noun




a disk resembling a larger CD but able to store video, now generally replaced by the DVD.













laser gun






noun



1.
 
a handheld device incorporating a laser beam, used typically for reading a bar code or for determining the distance or speed of an object.




2.
 
(in science fiction) a weapon that uses a powerful laser beam.













laser pointer






noun




a pen-shaped pointing device that contains a small diode laser that emits an intense beam of light, used to direct attention during presentations.













laser printer

 
/ˈlāzər ˌprin(t)ər/






noun




a printer, linked to a computer, producing good-quality printed material by using a laser to form a pattern of electrostatically charged dots on a light-sensitive drum, which attract toner (or dry ink powder). The toner is transferred to a piece of paper and fixed by a heating process.













laser therapy






noun




the use of lasers in surgery and other medical or cosmetic treatment




•
 
it is expected that one quarter of the unscreened patients will need laser therapy.



















laser treatment






noun




the use of lasers in cosmetic or medical care




•
 
reduced vision can usually be corrected by laser treatment.




















laser tweezers






plural noun




another term for optical tweezers
 .













LaserVision

 
/ˈlāzərˌviZH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a system for the reproduction of video signals recorded on a laserdisc.











– origin

 1980s: from laser
 + vision
 , on the pattern of 
television

 .





lash

 
/laSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone) with a whip or stick




•
 
they lashed him repeatedly about the head.










2.
 
beat forcefully against (something)




•
 
waves lashed the coast.










3.
 
(
lash someone into

 )
 — drive someone into (a particular state or condition)




•
 
fear lashed him into a frenzy.










4.
 
(of an animal) move (a part of the body, especially the tail) quickly and violently




•
 
the cat was lashing its tail back and forth.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a part of the body) move quickly and violently.




6.
 
fasten (something) securely with a cord or rope




•
 
the hatch was securely 
lashed down






•
 
he lashed the flag to the mast.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp blow or stroke with a whip or rope, typically given as a form of punishment




•
 
he was sentenced to fifty lashes for his crime




•
 


‹figurative›

 she felt the lash of my tongue.










2.
 
the flexible leather part of a whip, used for administering lashes.




3.
 
(
the lash

 )
 — punishment in the form of a beating with a whip or rope




•
 
they were living under the threat of the lash.










4.
 
(usu. 
lashes

 )
 — an eyelash




•
 
she fluttered her long dark lashes.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
lash down






(of rain) fall very heavily




•
 
torrential rain was lashing down.















2.
 
lash out





a.
 
hit or kick out at someone or something




•
 
sticks with which to lash out and strike the prisoner.










b.
 
attack someone verbally




•
 
he used his thank-you speech to 
lash out at

 critics.










c.
 


(Brit.)

 spend money extravagantly




•
 
let's 
lash out on

 a taxi.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lasher

 
/ˈlaSHər /






noun













2.
 
lashless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make a sudden movement’): probably imitative.





lashed1


 
/laSHt/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having eyelashes of a specified kind




•
 
long-lashed eyes.



















lashed2







adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very drunk




•
 
they were all eager to get lashed and start their working week off with a hangover.



















lashing

 
/ˈlaSHiNG/






noun



1.
 
an act or instance of whipping




•
 
I threatened to give him a good lashing!




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was on the receiving end of a verbal lashing yesterday.










2.
 
(usu. 
lashings

 )
 — a cord used to fasten something securely.













lashings

 
/ˈlaSHiNGz/






plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a copious amount of something, especially food or drink




•
 
chocolate cake with 
lashings of

 cream.



















lash-up

 
/ˈlaSHˌəp/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a makeshift, improvised structure or arrangement.













LASIK

 
/ˈlāsik/





I.
 
noun




eye surgery to correct vision in which a laser reshapes the inner cornea.











– origin

 from 
l(aser) as(sisted) i(n-situ) k(eratomileusis)

 .





Las Palmas

 
/läs ˈpälməs/






a port and resort on the north coast of the island of Gran Canaria, capital of the Canary Islands; pop. 381,123 (2008). Full name 
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

 .









La Spezia

 
/lä ˈspetsēə/






an industrial port in northwestern Italy; pop. 95,372 (2008). From 1861, it was Italy's chief naval station.










lass

 
/las/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a girl or young woman




•
 
he married a lass from Yorkshire.

















– origin

 Middle English: based on Old Norse 
laskura

 (feminine adjective) ‘unmarried.’





Lassa fever

 
/ˈläsə, ˈlasə/





I.
 
noun




an acute and often fatal viral disease, with fever, occurring chiefly in West Africa. It is usually acquired from infected rats.











– origin

 1970s: named after the village of 
Lassa

 , in northwestern Nigeria, where it was first reported.





lassi

 
/ˈlasē/





I.
 
noun




a sweet or savory Indian drink made from a yogurt or buttermilk base with water.











– origin

 from Hindi 
lassī

 .





lassie

 
/ˈlasē/






noun






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 another term for lass
 .













lassitude

 
/ˈlasəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a state of physical or mental weariness; lack of energy




•
 
she was overcome by lassitude and retired to bed




•
 
a patient complaining of lassitude and inability to concentrate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
lassitudo

 , from 
lassus

 ‘tired.’






lasso

 
/ˈlasō laˈso͞o/





I.
 
noun




a rope with a noose at one end, used especially in North America for catching cattle or horses.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch (an animal) with a lasso




•
 
at last his father lassoed the horse.














III.
 
derivatives





lassoer






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: representing a Spanish American pronunciation of Spanish 
lazo

 , based on Latin 
laqueus

 ‘noose.’ Compare with lace
 .





Lassus, Orlande de

 
/ˈläsəs/






(
c.

 1532–94), Flemish composer; Italian name 
Orlando di Lasso

 . He wrote over 2,000 secular and sacred works.










last1


 
/last/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
coming after all others in time or order; final




•
 
they caught the last bus.










2.
 
met with or encountered after any others




•
 
the last house in the village.










3.
 
the lowest in importance or rank




•
 
finishing in last place




•
 [as 
complement

 ]
 
he 
came last

 in the race.










4.
 
(
the last

 )
 — the least likely or suitable




•
 
addicts are often the last people to face up to their problems




•
 


the last thing she needed

 was a husband.










5.
 
most recent in time; latest




•
 
last year




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
your letter of Sunday last.










6.
 
immediately preceding in order; previous in a sequence or enumeration




•
 
their last album




•
 
this last point is critical.










7.
 
only remaining




•
 
it's our last hope.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
on the last occasion before the present; previously




•
 
he looked much older than when I'd last seen him.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — after all others in order or sequence




•
 
the two last-mentioned classes.










3.
 
(especially in enumerating points) finally; in conclusion




•
 
and last, I'd like to thank you all for coming.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
the last person or thing; the one occurring, mentioned, or acting after all others




•
 
the last of their guests had gone




•
 
eating as if every mouthful were his last.










2.
 
(
the last of

 )
 — the only part of something that remains




•
 
they drank the last of the wine.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — last position in a race, contest, or ranking




•
 
he came from last in a slowly run race.










4.
 
(
the last

 )
 — the end or last moment, especially death




•
 
she did love me 
to the last

 .










5.
 
(
the last

 )
 — the last mention or sight of someone or something




•
 
that was 
the last we saw of

 her.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at last

 
at long last






after much delay




•
 
you've come back to me at last!















2.
 
as a last resort






see last resort
 .









3.
 
—— one's last






do something for the last time




•
 
the dying embers sparked their last.















4.
 
last but not least






last in order of mention or occurrence but just as important.









5.
 
last call






(in a bar) an expression used to inform customers that closing time is approaching and that any further drinks should be purchased immediately




•
 
the hours were 11:00 last call and drink up by 11:15.















6.
 
one's (or the) last gasp






see gasp
 .









7.
 
the last straw






see straw
 .









8.
 
on one's last legs






see leg
 .















– origin

 Old English 
latost

 (adverb) ‘after all others in a series,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
laatst

 , 
lest

 and German 
letzt

 , also to late
 .





last2


 
/last/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of a process, activity, or state of things) continue for a specified period of time




•
 
the guitar solo lasted for twenty minutes




•
 
childhood seems to last forever.










2.
 
continue to function well or to be in good condition for a considerable or specified length of time




•
 
the car is built to last




•
 
a lip pencil lasts longer than lipstick.










3.
 
(of a person) manage to continue in a job or course of action




•
 
how long does he think he'll last as manager?










4.
 
survive or endure




•
 
his condition is so serious that he won't last the night.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of provisions or resources) be adequate or sufficient for (someone), especially for a specified length of time




•
 
he filled the freezer with enough food to last him for three months.

















– origin

 Old English 
lǣstan

 , of Germanic origin, related to German 
leisten

 ‘afford, yield,’ also to last
 3
 .






last3


 
/last/





I.
 
noun




a shoemaker's model for shaping or repairing a shoe or boot.











– origin

 Old English 
lǣste

 , of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘follow’; related to Dutch 
leest

 and German 
Leisten

 .





last-born





I.
 
adjective




last in order of birth; youngest.








II.
 
noun




a youngest or last-born child.













last chance






noun




a final opportunity to achieve or acquire something




•
 
a last chance to snap up bargains




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
last-chance peace proposals.



















last-ditch

 
//






adjective




denoting a final attempt to achieve something after all else has failed




•
 
a last-ditch effort to break the deadlock.



















Last Frontier






a nickname for the state of Alaska
 .









last-gasp

 
/ˌlast ˈɡasp/






adjective






‹informal›

 done at the last possible moment, typically in desperation




•
 
his current appeal is a last-gasp effort to try to overturn the conviction.



















last hurrah






noun




a final act, performance, or effort




•
 
“This is my last hurrah in newsprint,” said Mr. Evans.



















lasting

 
/ˈlastiNG/





I.
 
adjective




enduring or able to endure over a long period of time




•
 
they left a lasting impression




•
 
a lasting, happy marriage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lastingly






adverb













2.
 
lastingness






noun





















Last Judgment

 
/ˈˌlast ˈjəjmənt/






noun




the judgment of humankind expected in some religious traditions to take place at the end of the world.













lastly

 
/ˈlastlē/






adverb




in the last place (used to introduce the last of a series of points or actions)




•
 
lastly, I would like to thank my parents.



















last-mentioned






adjective




denoting the last thing or person of a number mentioned




•
 
the last-mentioned problem has more general implications.



















last minute

 
last moment






noun




the latest possible time before an event




•
 
the visit was canceled 
at the last minute






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a last-minute change of plans.



















last name

 
/ˌlast ˈnām/






noun




a surname.













last post

 
/ˌlast ˈpōst/






noun




(in the British armed forces) the second of two bugle calls giving notice of the hour of retiring at night, played also at military funerals and acts of remembrance.














last resort





I.
 
noun




a final course of action, used only when all else has failed




•
 
asking them to leave the school should be a last resort




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a last-resort treatment for lung cancer.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as a first (or last or final) resort






before anything else is attempted (or when all else has failed).









2.
 
in the last resort






ultimately




•
 
in the last resort what really moves us is our personal convictions.







[suggested by French 
en dernier ressort

 .]

















last rites

 
/ˌlast ˈrīts/






plural noun




(in the Christian Church) rites administered to a person who is about to die.













Last Supper

 
/ˌlast ˈsəpər/





I.
 
the supper eaten by Jesus and his disciples on the night before the Crucifixion, as recorded in the New Testament and commemorated by Christians in the Eucharist.




II.
 
an artistic representation based on the Last Supper.









last trump






noun




the trumpet blast that in some religious beliefs is thought will wake the dead on Judgment Day.













last word






noun



1.
 
a final or definitive pronouncement on or decision about a subject




•
 
he's always determined to 
have the last word

 .










2.
 
the finest or most modern, fashionable, or advanced example of something




•
 
the spa 
is the last word in

 luxury and efficiency.



















Las Vegas

 
/läs ˈvāɡəs/






a city in southern Nevada; pop. 558,383 (est. 2008). It is noted for its casinos and nightclubs.









lat1


 
/lat, lät/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Latvia, equal to 100 santims.











– origin

 from the first syllable of 
Latvija

 ‘Latvia.’





lat2


 
/lat/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
lats

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 (in bodybuilding) a latissimus muscle.











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





lat.






abbreviation




latitude




•
 
between approximately 40° and 50° S. lat.



















Latakia

 
/ˌlädəˈkēə/






a seaport on the coast of western Syria, opposite the northeastern tip of Cyprus; pop. 366,600 (est. 2009).









latch

 
/laCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal bar with a catch and lever used for fastening a door or gate.




2.
 
a spring lock for an outer door that catches when the door is closed and can only be opened from the outside with a key.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a circuit that retains whatever output state results from a momentary input signal until reset by another signal.




4.
 
the part of a knitting machine needle that closes or opens to hold or release the wool.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (a door or gate) with a latch




•
 
she latched the door carefully.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Electronics]

 (of a device) become fixed in a particular state.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





latch onto





a.
 


‹informal›

 attach oneself to (someone) as a constant and usually unwelcome companion




•
 
a knack for latching onto people with greater initiative and enterprise.










b.
 
take up (an idea or trend) enthusiastically




•
 
the media have latched onto the snappy “Generation X” catchphrase.










c.
 
(of one substance) cohere with (another).















– origin

 Old English 
læccan

 ‘take hold of, grasp (physically or mentally),’ of Germanic origin.





latchet

 
/ˈlaCHət/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a narrow thong or lace for fastening a shoe or sandal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lachet

 , variant of 
lacet

 , from 
laz

 ‘lace.’





latchkey

 
/ˈlaCHˌkē/






noun




a key of an outer door of a house.













latchkey child

 
/ˈlaCHˌkē CHīld /

 


‹informal›

 latchkey kid






noun




a child who is at home without adult supervision for some part of the day, especially after school until a parent returns from work.














late

 
/lāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
doing something or taking place after the expected, proper, or usual time




•
 
his late arrival




•
 
she was half an hour 
late for

 her lunch appointment.










2.
 
belonging or taking place near the end of a particular time or period




•
 
they won the game with a late goal.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting or belonging to the advanced stage of a historical period or cultural movement




•
 
the late 1960s




•
 
late Gothic style.










4.
 
far on into the day or night




•
 
I'm sorry the call is so late




•
 
it's 
too late for

 lunch.










5.
 
flowering or ripening toward the end of the season




•
 
the last late chrysanthemums.










6.
 
(
the/one's late

 )
 — (of a specified person) no longer alive




•
 
the late William Jennings Bryan




•
 
her late husband's grave.










7.
 
no longer having the specified status; former




•
 
a late colleague of mine.










8.
 
(
latest

 )
 — of recent date




•
 
the latest news.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
after the expected, proper, or usual time




•
 
she arrived late.










2.
 
toward the end of a period




•
 
it happened 
late in

 1984.










3.
 
at or until a time far into the day or night




•
 
now I'm old enough to stay up late.










4.
 
(
later

 )
 — at a time in the near future; afterward




•
 
I'll see you later




•
 


later on

 it will be easier.










5.
 
(late of)
 — formerly but not now living or working in a specified place or institution




•
 
Captain Falconer, late of the British army.














III.
 
noun

 — (
the latest

 )


1.
 
the most recent news or fashion




•
 
have you heard the latest?














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the latest






no later than the time specified




•
 
all new cars will be required to meet this standard by 1997 at the latest.















2.
 
late in the game (or day)






at a late stage in proceedings, especially too late to be useful.









3.
 
of late






recently




•
 
she'd been drinking too much of late.





















– origin

 Old English 
læt

 (adjective; also in the sense ‘slow, tardy’), 
late

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
lass

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
lassus

 ‘weary,’ let
 1
 , and let
 2
 .






latecomer

 
/ˈlātˌkəmər/






noun




a person who arrives late




•
 
latecomers were not admitted before the intermission




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was 
a latecomer to

 modernism.



















lateen

 
/ləˈtēn laˈtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a triangular sail on a long yard at an angle of 45° to the mast.




2.
 
a ship rigged with a lateen sail.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
(voile) Latine

 ‘Latin (sail),’ so named because it was common in the Mediterranean.






late-glacial

 
/lātˈɡlāSHəl /

 
late glacial






adjective






[Geology]

 of or relating to the later stages of the final glaciation, from the beginning of the rise in temperature about 15,000 years ago to about 10,000 years ago.

Compare with postglacial
 .













late Latin

 
/lāt ˈlatn/






noun




Latin of about 
AD

 200–600.













lately

 
/ˈlātlē/





I.
 
adverb




recently; not long ago




•
 
she hasn't been looking too well lately.

















– origin

 Old English 
lætlīce

 ‘slowly, tardily’ (see late
 , -ly
 2
 ).





late-model

 
/ˈlātˌmädl/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (especially of a car) recently made or of a recent design.













latency

 
/ˈlātənsē/






noun



1.
 
the state of existing but not yet being developed or manifest; concealment




•
 
tension, and the latency of violence, make the greatest impressions.










2.
 
the state of a disease not yet manifesting the usual symptoms




•
 
the latency of tumors in mice




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the disease's latency period can last up to five years.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the delay before a transfer of data begins following an instruction for its transfer




•
 
poor performance due to network latency




•
 
there are several ways to minimize rotational latencies




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
subscribers can expect some latency time when issuing a request.



















La Tène

 
/lə ˈten/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Archaeology]

 the second cultural phase of the European Iron Age, following the Halstatt period (
c.

 480 
BC

 ) and lasting until the coming of the Romans. This culture represents the height of Celtic power.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after a district in Switzerland, where remains of the culture were first identified.





lateness

 
/ˈlātnəs/






noun



1.
 
the fact or quality of happening or arriving after the expected or usual time; unpunctuality




•
 
she wouldn't tolerate lateness in her class.










2.
 
the fact of being far on in the day or night




•
 
she noticed the lateness of the hour.



















latent

 
/ˈlātnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a quality or state) existing but not yet developed or manifest; hidden; concealed




•
 
discovering her latent talent for diplomacy.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a bud, resting stage, etc.) lying dormant or hidden until circumstances are suitable for development or manifestation.




3.
 
(of a disease) in which the usual symptoms are not yet manifest.




4.
 
(of a microorganism, especially a virus) present in the body without causing disease, but capable of doing so at a later stage or when transmitted to another body.








II.
 
derivatives





latently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
latent-

 ‘being hidden,’ from the verb 
latere

 .





latent heat






noun






[Physics]

 the heat required to convert a solid into a liquid or vapor, or a liquid into a vapor, without change of temperature.













latent image






noun






[Photography]

 an image on an exposed film or print that has not yet been made visible by developing.













latent period






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the period between infection with a virus or other microorganism and the onset of symptoms, or between exposure to radiation and the appearance of a cancer.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 the delay between the receipt of a stimulus by a sensory nerve and the response to it.













late-onset






adjective




denoting a medical condition occurring relatively late in life, especially as considered in relation to a different form of the same condition




•
 
late-onset diabetes, or Type 2, is also a result of diet, age, and a sedentary lifestyle.



















later

 
/ˈlādər/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




comparative of late
 .








II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 goodbye for the present; see you later.














-later





I.
 
combining form




denoting a person who worships a specified thing




•
 
idolater.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-latrēs

 ‘worshiper.’






lateral

 
/ˈladərəl ˈlatrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, at, toward, or from the side or sides




•
 
the plant takes up water through its lateral roots.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 situated on one side or other of the body or of an organ, especially in the region furthest from the median plane.

The opposite of medial
 .




3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease or condition) affecting the side or sides of the body, or confined to one side of the body.




4.
 


[Physics]

 acting or placed at right angles to the line of motion or of strain.




5.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant, especially 
l

 , or its articulation) formed by or involving partial closure of the air passage by the tongue, which is so placed as to allow the breath to flow on one or both sides of the point of contact.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a side part of something, especially a shoot or branch growing out from the side of a stem.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 a lateral consonant.




3.
 
(also 
lateral pass

 )
 — 

[Football]

 a pass thrown either sideways or backward from the position of the passer.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw (a football) in a sideways or backward direction




•
 
he tried to lateral a kick return but fumbled.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — throw a lateral




•
 
he got the ball back on a handoff and then lateraled to a halfback.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lateralis

 , from 
latus

 , 
later-

 ‘side.’






lateral bud






noun




another term for axillary bud
 .













laterality

 
/ˌladəˈralədē/






noun




dominance of one side of the brain in controlling particular activities or functions, or of one of a pair of organs such as the eyes or hands.













lateralize

 
/ˈladərəˌlīz, ˈlatrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be lateralized

 )


1.
 
(of the brain) show laterality.




2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of an organ, function, or activity) be largely under the control of one side of the brain




•
 
this is a function that is usually lateralized on the right.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a lesion or pathological process) be diagnosed as localized to one or the other side of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





lateralization






noun





















lateral line






noun






[Zoology]

 a visible line along the side of a fish consisting of a series of sense organs that detect pressure and vibration.













laterally

 
/ˈladərəlē ˈlatrəlē/






adverb



1.
 
at, toward, or from the side or sides; sideways




•
 
use slide steps to move laterally




•
 
most coral reefs have extended laterally rather than vertically.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 in a way that involves lateral thinking




•
 
think laterally about new ways of using limited resources.




















lateral thinking





I.
 
noun




the solving of problems by an indirect and creative approach, typically through viewing the problem in a new and unusual light.

Contrasted with vertical thinking
 .








II.
 
derivatives





lateral thinker






noun





















lateral ventricle






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the first and second ventricles in the center of each cerebral hemisphere of the brain.













Lateran

 
/ˈladərən/






the site in Rome containing the cathedral church of Rome (a basilica dedicated to St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist) and the Lateran Palace, where the popes resided until the 14th century.









Lateran Council






any of five general councils of the Western Church held in the Lateran Palace in 1123, 1139, 1179, 1215, and 1512–17. The council of 1215 condemned the Albigenses as heretical and clarified the Church doctrine on transubstantiation, the Trinity, and the Incarnation.









Lateran Treaty






a concordat signed in 1929 in the Lateran Palace between the kingdom of Italy (represented by Mussolini) and the Holy See (represented by 
Pope Pius XI

 ), which recognized the papal state as fully sovereign and independent under the name Vatican City.









laterite

 
/ˈladəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reddish clayey material, hard when dry, forming a topsoil in some tropical or subtropical regions and sometimes used for building.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a clayey soil horizon rich in iron and aluminum oxides, formed by weathering of igneous rocks in moist warm climates.








II.
 
derivatives





lateritic

 
/ˌladəˈridik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
later

 ‘brick’ + -ite
 1
 .






latex

 
/ˈlāˌteks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a milky fluid found in many plants, such as poppies and spurges, that exudes when the plant is cut and coagulates on exposure to the air. The latex of the rubber tree is the chief source of natural rubber.




2.
 
a synthetic product resembling this, consisting of a dispersion in water of polymer particles, used to make paints, coatings, and other products.




3.
 
(also 
latex paint

 )
 — a type of paint used for walls, consisting of pigment bound in synthetic latex that forms an emulsion with water.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting various bodily fluids, especially the watery part of blood): from Latin, literally ‘liquid, fluid.’





lath

 
/laTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin flat strip of wood, especially one of a series forming a foundation for the plaster of a wall or the tiles of a roof, or made into a trellis or fence.




2.
 
laths collectively as a building material, especially as a foundation for supporting plaster.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a wall or ceiling) with laths.











– origin

 Old English 
lætt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lat

 and German 
Latte

 , also to lattice
 .






lathe

 
/lāT͟H/





I.
 
noun




a machine for shaping wood, metal, or other material by means of a rotating drive that turns the piece being worked on against changeable cutting tools.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shape with a lathe.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old Danish 
lad

 ‘structure, frame,’ perhaps from Old Norse 
hlath

 ‘pile, heap,’ related to 
hlatha

 (see lade
 ).






lather

 
/ˈlaT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frothy white mass of bubbles produced by soap or a similar cleansing substance when mixed with water.




2.
 
heavy sweat visible on a horse's coat as a white foam.




3.
 
(
a lather

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a state of agitation or nervous excitement




•
 
Larry was worked into a lather and shouted at the mayor.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (with reference to soap or a similar cleansing substance) form or cause to form a frothy white mass of bubbles.




•
 
soap will not lather in hard water.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rub soap onto (a part of the body) until a lather is produced




•
 
she was lathering herself languidly beneath the shower.










3.
 
cause (a horse) to become covered with sweat




•
 
his horse was 
lathered up

 by the end of the day.










4.
 
(
lather something with

 )
 — cover something liberally with (a substance)




•
 
she lathered a slice of toast with butter.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 thrash (someone).








III.
 
derivatives





lathery

 
/ˈlaT͟Hərē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
læthor

 (denoting washing soda or its froth), 
lēthran

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
lauthr

 (noun), from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
loutron

 ‘bath.’





lathyrism

 
/ˈlaTHəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




a tropical disease marked by tremors, muscular weakness, and paraplegia, especially prevalent in South Asia. It is commonly attributed to continued consumption of the seeds of the grass pea.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Lathyrus

 (genus name of various leguminous plants) + -ism
 .





latices

 
/ˈladəˌsēz/






plural form of latex
 .









laticifer

 
/lāˈtisəfər/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a cell, tissue, or vessel that contains or conducts latex.








II.
 
derivatives





laticiferous

 
/ˌlatəˈsif(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
latex

 , 
latic-

 ‘fluid’ + 
-fer

 ‘bearing.’





latifundium

 
/ˌladəˈfəndēəm/





I.
 
noun




a large landed estate or ranch in ancient Rome or more recently in Spain or Latin America, typically worked by slaves.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
latus

 ‘broad’ + 
fundus

 ‘landed estate,’ partly via Spanish.






Latin

 
/ˈlatn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the language of ancient Rome and its empire, widely used historically as a language of scholarship and administration.

Latin is a member of the Italic branch of the Indo-European family of languages. After the decline of the Roman Empire, it continued to be a medium of communication among educated people throughout the Middle Ages in Europe and remained the liturgical language of the Roman Catholic Church until the reforms of the Second Vatican Council (1962–65); it is still used for scientific names in biology and astronomy. The Romance languages are derived from it.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of a country whose language developed from Latin, especially a Latin American.




3.
 
music of a kind originating in Latin America, characterized by dance rhythms and extensive use of indigenous percussive instruments.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or in the Latin language




•
 
Latin poetry.










2.
 
of or relating to the countries or peoples using languages, especially Spanish, that developed from Latin.




3.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of Latin American music or dance




•
 
snapping his fingers to a Latin beat.










4.
 
of or relating to the Western or Roman Catholic Church (as historically using Latin for its rites)




•
 
the Latin patriarch of Antioch.










5.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to ancient Latium or its inhabitants.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Latinism

 
/ˈlatnˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
Latinist

 
/ˈlatnəst /






noun



















– origin

 from Latin 
Latinus

 ‘of Latium’ (see Latium
 ).






Latina

 
/ləˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (in North America) a woman or girl of Latin American origin or descent.

See also Latino
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Latinas.











– origin

 Latin American Spanish, feminine of 
Latino

 (see Latino
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at Hispanic
 .





Latin America

 
/ˈlatn əˈmerəkə/






the parts of the American continents where Spanish or Portuguese is the main national language (i.e., Mexico and, in effect, the whole of Central and South America including many of the Caribbean islands).









Latin American

 
/ˈlatn əˈmerəkən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Latin America or its inhabitants




•
 
nine separate tales from within Latin American culture.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the region of Latin America




•
 
the new location has helped attract many more Latin Americans.



















Latinate

 
/ˈlatnˌāt/






adjective




(of language) having the character of Latin




•
 
Latinate suffixes.



















Latin Church






the Christian Church that originated in the Western Roman Empire, giving allegiance to the pope of Rome, and historically using Latin for the liturgy; the Roman Catholic Church as distinguished from Orthodox and Uniate Churches.









Latin cross






noun




a plain cross in which the vertical part below the horizontal is longer than the other three parts.













Latinity

 
/ləˈtinitē/






noun




the use of Latin style or words of Latin origin.













Latinize

 
/ˈlatnˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a Latin or Latinate form to (a word)




•
 
his name was Latinized into Confucius.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 translate into Latin.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 use Latin forms or idiom.




4.
 
make (a people or culture) conform to the ideas and customs of the ancient Romans, the Latin peoples, or the Latin Church.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Latinization

 
/ˌlatnəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌlatnˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
Latinizer






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
Latinizare

 , from Latin 
Latinus

 (see Latin
 ).





Latin lover






noun




a Latin male popularly characterized as having a romantic, passionate temperament and great sexual prowess.














Latino

 
/ləˈtēnō /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




(in North America) a person of Latin American origin or descent, especially a man or boy.

See also Latina
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Latinos.











– origin

 Latin American Spanish, probably a special use of Spanish 
latino

 (see Latin
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at Hispanic
 .





Latin square






noun



1.
 
an arrangement of letters or symbols that each occur 
n

 times, in a square array of 
n

 2
 compartments so that no letter appears twice in the same row or column.




2.
 
a Latin square used as the basis of experimental procedures in which it is desired to control or allow for two sources of variability while investigating a third.













latish

 
/ˈlādiSH/






adjective, adverb




fairly late


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
Margaret came in latish.



















latissimus

 
/läˈtisəməs /

 
latissimus dorsi





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of large, roughly triangular muscles covering the lower part of the back, extending from the sacral, lumbar, and lower thoracic vertebrae to the armpits.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from 
musculus latissimus dorsi

 , literally ‘broadest muscle of the back.’






latitude

 
/ˈladəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the angular distance of a place north or south of the earth's equator, or of a celestial object north or south of the celestial equator, usually expressed in degrees and minutes




•
 
at a latitude of 51° N




•
 
lines of latitude.










2.
 
(
latitudes

 )
 — regions, especially with reference to their temperature and distance from the equator




•
 
temperate latitudes




•
 
northern latitudes.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 see celestial latitude
 .




4.
 
scope for freedom of action or thought




•
 
journalists have considerable latitude in criticizing public figures.










5.
 


[Photography]

 the range of exposures for which an emulsion or printing paper will give acceptable contrast




•
 
a film with a latitude that is outstanding.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
latitudinal

 
/ˌladəˈt(y)o͞odn(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
latitudinally

 
/ˌlatəˈt(y)o͞odn-əlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
latitudo

 ‘breadth,’ from 
latus

 ‘broad.’





latitudinarian

 
/ˌladəˌt(y)o͞odnˈerēən/





I.
 
adjective




allowing latitude, especially in religion; showing no preference among varying creeds and forms of worship.








II.
 
noun




a person with a latitudinarian attitude.








III.
 
derivatives





latitudinarianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
latitudo

 ‘breadth’ (see latitude
 ) + -arian
 .






Latium

 
/ˈlāSH(ē)əm/






an ancient region in west central Italy, west of the Apennines and south of the Tiber River. Settled during the early part of the 1st millennium 
BC

 by a branch of the Indo-European people known as the Latini, it was dominated by Rome by the end of the 4th century 
BC

 .









latke

 
/ˈlätkə/





I.
 
noun




(in Jewish cooking) a pancake, especially one made with grated potato.











– origin

 Yiddish.






Latona

 
/ləˈtōnə /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







Roman name for Leto
 .










latria

 
/ləˈtrīə/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) supreme worship allowed to God alone.

Compare with dulia
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek 
latreia

 ‘worship,’ from 
latreuein

 ‘serve.’





latrine

 
/ləˈtrēn/





I.
 
noun




a toilet or outhouse, especially a communal one in a camp or barracks.











– origin

 Middle English (rare before the mid 19th cent.): via French from Latin 
latrina

 , contraction of 
lavatrina

 , from 
lavare

 ‘to wash.’





Latrobe, Benjamin Henry

 
/ləˈtrōb/






(1764–1820), US architect; born in England. He designed major buildings in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, DC, and rebuilt the Capitol 1815–17 after its destruction by the British.










-latry





I.
 
combining form




denoting worship of a specified thing




•
 
idolatry.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-latreia

 ‘worship.’





latte

 
/ˈlätā/





I.
 
noun




a type of coffee made with espresso and hot steamed milk, milkier than a cappuccino.











– origin

 from Italian 
(caffè) latte

 , literally ‘(milk) coffee.’





latten

 
/ˈlatn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an alloy of copper and zinc resembling brass, hammered into thin sheets and used to make monumental brasses and church ornaments.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
laton

 , of unknown origin.






latter

 
/ˈladər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated or occurring nearer to the end of something than to the beginning




•
 
the latter half of 1989




•
 
heart disease dogged his latter years.










2.
 
recent




•
 
the project had low cash flows in its latter years.










3.
 
(
the latter

 )
 — denoting the second or second mentioned of two people or things




•
 
the Russians could advance into either Germany or Austria—they chose the latter option.

















– origin

 Old English 
lætra

 ‘slower,’ comparative of 
læt

 (see late
 ). / 
usage:

 
Latter

 means ‘the second-mentioned of two.’ Its use to mean ‘the last-mentioned of three or more’ is common, but is considered incorrect by some because 
latter

 means ‘later’ rather than ‘latest.’ Last or last-mentioned is preferred where three or more things are involved. See also usage at former
 1
 .





latter-day

 
/ˈladər ˌdā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
modern or contemporary, especially when mirroring some person or thing of the past




•
 
the book is built around the story of the Flood and a latter-day Noah.




















Latter-day Saints

 
LDS






plural noun




another name for the Mormons.













latterly

 
/ˈladərlē/






adverb



1.
 
recently




•
 
latterly, his painting has shown a new freedom of expression.










2.
 
in the later stages of a period of time, especially of a person's life




•
 
he worked on the paper for fifty years, latterly as its political editor.




















lattice

 
/ˈladəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure consisting of strips of wood or metal crossed and fastened together with square or diamond-shaped spaces left between, used typically as a screen or fence or as a support for climbing plants.




2.
 
an interlaced structure or pattern resembling this




•
 
the lattice of branches above her.










3.
 


[Physics]

 a regular repeated three-dimensional arrangement of atoms, ions, or molecules in a metal or other crystalline solid.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lattis

 , from 
latte

 ‘lath,’ of Germanic origin.





latticed

 
/ˈladəst/






adjective




decorated with or in the form of a lattice




•
 
a latticed screen.



















lattice energy






noun






[Chemistry]

 a measure of the energy contained in the crystal lattice of a compound, equal to the energy that would be released if the component ions were brought together from infinity.













lattice frame

 
/ˈladəs frām /

 
lattice girder






noun




an iron or steel structure consisting of two horizontal beams connected by diagonal struts.













lattice window

 
/ˈladəs ˈwindō/






noun




a window with small panes set in diagonally crossing strips of wood, vinyl, or metal.













latticework

 
/ˈladisˌwərk/






noun




interlacing strips of wood, metal, or other material forming a lattice.













latticinio

 
/ladəˈCHinēō /

 
latticino





I.
 
noun




an opaque white glass used in threads to decorate clear Venetian glass.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘dairy produce,’ from medieval Latin 
lacticinium

 .





Latvia

 
/ˈlatvēə/





I.
 
a country on the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea, between Estonia and Lithuania; pop. 2,231,500 (est. 2009); capital, Riga; languages, Latvian (official), Russian, Lithuanian.





Latvia was annexed by Russia in the 18th century after periods of Polish and Swedish rule. It was proclaimed an independent republic in 1918, but in 1940 was occupied by Soviet forces and incorporated into the USSR as a constituent republic. In 1991, on the breakup of the Soviet Union, Latvia became an independent republic once again. It joined both NATO and the EU in 2004.





Latvian

 
/ˈlatvēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Latvia, its people, or its language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or citizen of Latvia, or a person of Latvian descent.




2.
 
the Baltic language of Latvia.














lauan

 
/ˈlo͞oän/






noun




another term for Philippine mahogany
 .














laud

 
/lôd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 praise (a person or their achievements) highly, especially in a public context




•
 
the obituary lauded him as a great statesman and soldier




•
 (
lauded

 )
 
her much lauded rendering of Lady Macbeth.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 praise




•
 
all glory, laud, and honor to Thee.

















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun from Old French 
laude

 , the verb from Latin 
laudare

 , both from Latin 
laus

 , 
laud-

 ‘praise’ (see also lauds
 ).





Laud, William

 
/lôd/






(1573–1645), English prelate; archbishop of Canterbury 1633–45. His attempts to restore pre-Reformation practices in England and Scotland contributed to the causes of the English Civil War. He was executed for treason.









laudable

 
/ˈlôdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an action, idea, or goal) deserving praise and commendation




•
 
laudable though the aim might be, the results have been criticized.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laudability

 
/ˌlôdəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
laudably

 
/ˈlôdəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
laudabilis

 , from 
laus

 , 
laud-

 ‘praise.’





laudanum

 
/ˈlôdnəm/





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic solution containing morphine, prepared from opium and formerly used as a narcotic painkiller.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (applied to various preparations containing opium): modern Latin, the name given by Paracelsus to a costly medicament of which opium was believed to be the active ingredient; perhaps a variant of Latin 
ladanum

 (see labdanum
 ).





laudation

 
/lôˈdāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 praise; commendation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
laudatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
laudare

 (see laud
 ).





laudatory

 
/ˈlôdəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




(of speech or writing) expressing praise and commendation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
laudatorius

 , from 
laudat-

 ‘praised,’ from the verb 
laudare

 (see laud
 ).






lauds

 
/lôdz/





I.
 
noun




a service of morning prayer in the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said or chanted at daybreak, though historically it was often held with matins on the previous night.











– origin

 Middle English: from the frequent use, in Psalms 148–150, of the Latin imperative 
laudate!

 ‘praise ye!’ (see also laud
 ).






laugh

 
/laf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the spontaneous sounds and movements of the face and body that are the instinctive expressions of lively amusement and sometimes also of contempt or derision




•
 
she couldn't help laughing at his jokes




•
 
he 
laughed out loud






•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
she laughed, “Not a chance.”










2.
 
(
laugh at

 )
 — ridicule; scorn.




3.
 
(
laugh something off

 )
 — dismiss something embarrassing, unfortunate, or potentially serious by treating it in a lighthearted way or making a joke of it.




4.
 
(
be laughing

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be in a fortunate or successful position




•
 
if next year's model is as successful, Ford will be laughing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of laughing




•
 
she gave a loud, silly laugh.










2.
 
(
a laugh

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a thing that causes laughter; a source of fun, amusement, or derision




•
 
that's a laugh, the idea of you cooking a meal!




•
 
she decided to play along with him 
for a laugh

 .










3.
 
a person who is good fun or amusing company




•
 
I like Peter—he's 
a good laugh

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be laughing all the way to the bank








‹informal›

 be making a great deal of money very easily.









2.
 
have the last laugh






be finally vindicated, thus confounding earlier skepticism.









3.
 
laugh one's head off






laugh heartily or uncontrollably.









4.
 
laugh in someone's face






show open contempt for someone by laughing rudely at them in their presence




•
 


‹figurative›

 vandals and muggers who laugh in the face of the law.















5.
 
the laugh is on me (or you, him, etc.)






the tables are turned and now the other person is the one who appears ridiculous




•
 
all the critics had laughed at him—well, the laugh was on them now.















6.
 
laugh like a drain








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 laugh raucously.









7.
 
a laugh a minute






very funny




•
 
it's a laugh a minute when Lois gets together with her dad.















8.
 
laugh out of the other side of one's mouth






be discomfited after feeling satisfaction or confidence about something




•
 
you'd be laughing out the other side of your mouth if we were sitting in jail right now.















9.
 
laugh someone/something out of court






dismiss with contempt as being obviously ridiculous.









10.
 
laugh oneself silly (or sick)






laugh uncontrollably or for a long time.









11.
 
laugh something to scorn








‹dated›

 ridicule something.









12.
 
laugh up one's sleeve






be secretly or inwardly amused.









13.
 
no laughing matter






something serious that should not be joked about




•
 
heavy snoring is no laughing matter.















14.
 
play something for laughs






(of a performer) try to arouse laughter in an audience, especially in inappropriate circumstances.















– origin

 Old English 
hlæhhan

 , 
hliehhan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
lachen

 , also to laughter
 .





laughable

 
/ˈlafəb(ə)l/






adjective




so ludicrous as to be amusing




•
 
if it didn't make me so angry it would be laughable.



















laughably

 
/ˈlafəblē/






adverb




in a ludicrous manner; absurdly




•
 
most of the songs are laughably and amateurishly staged




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the question seemed laughably irrelevant.



















laugher

 
/ˈlafər/






noun



1.
 
a person who laughs.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sports contest or other competition that is so easily won by one team or competitor that it seems absurd.














laughing gas

 
/ˈlafiNG ˌɡas/






noun




nontechnical term for nitrous oxide
 .














laughing hyena

 
/lafiNG hīˈēnə/






noun




another term for spotted hyena
 .













laughing jackass

 
/lafiNG ˈjaˌkas/






noun






(Austral.)

 the laughing kookaburra.

See kookaburra
 .













laughingly

 
/ˈlafiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
with amused ridicule or ludicrous inappropriateness




•
 
we finally reached what we laughingly called civilization.










2.
 
in an amused way; with laughter.













laughingstock

 
/ˈlafiNGˌstäk/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a person subjected to general mockery or ridicule.













laughing thrush






noun




a gregarious thrushlike babbler of South and Southeast Asia, typically with dark gray or brown plumage and a boldly marked head, and having a cackling call.

[Genus 
Garrulax

 , family 
Timaliidae

 : many species.]













Laughlin

 
/ˈläklən, ˈläflən/






a community in southern Nevada, across the Colorado River from Bullhead City; pop. 7,076 (2000).










laughter

 
/ˈlaftər/





I.
 
noun




the action or sound of laughing




•
 
he roared with laughter.

















– origin

 Old English 
hleahtor

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Gelächter

 , also to laugh
 .





Laughton, Charles

 
/ˈlôtn/






(1899–1962), US actor, born in England. He is remembered for character roles such as Henry VIII (
The Private Life of Henry VIII

 , 1933) and Captain Bligh (
Mutiny on the Bounty

 , 1935); he also played Quasimodo in 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame

 (1939).









launce

 
/lôns/





I.
 
noun




another term for sand eel
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: early variant of lance
 (because of its shape).





launch1


 
/lôn(t)SH län(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set (a boat) in motion by pushing it or allowing it to roll into the water




•
 
the town's lifeboat was launched to rescue the fishermen.










2.
 
set (a newly built ship or boat) afloat for the first time, typically as part of an official ceremony




•
 
King Gustav II Adolph of Sweden launched a huge new warship.










3.
 
send (a missile, satellite, or spacecraft) on its course or into orbit




•
 
they launched two Scud missiles.










4.
 
hurl (something) forcefully




•
 
she launched a tortoiseshell comb.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ] (
launch oneself

 )
 — (of a person) make a sudden energetic movement




•
 
I launched myself out of bed.










6.
 
utter (criticism or a threat) vehemently




•
 
scores of customers launched a volley of complaints.










7.
 
start or set in motion (an activity or enterprise)




•
 
she was launching a campaign against ugly architecture.










8.
 
introduce (a new product or publication) to the public for the first time




•
 
the company has launched a software package specifically for the legal sector.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or an instance of launching something




•
 
the launch of a new campaign against drinking and driving.










2.
 
an occasion at which a new product or publication is introduced to the public




•
 
a book launch.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
launch into






begin (something) energetically and enthusiastically




•
 
he launched into a two-hour sales pitch.















2.
 
launch out






make a start on a new and challenging enterprise




•
 
she wasn't brave enough to launch out by herself.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘hurl a missile, discharge with force’): from Anglo-Norman French 
launcher

 , variant of Old French 
lancier

 (see lance
 ).






launch2


 
/lôn(t)SH län(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large motorboat, used especially for short trips.

Also called motor launch
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 the largest boat carried on a man-of-war.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting the longboat of a man-of-war): from Spanish 
lancha

 ‘pinnace,’ perhaps from Malay 
lancharan

 , from 
lanchar

 ‘swift, nimble.’





launcher

 
/ˈlôn(t)SHər/






noun



1.
 
a structure that holds a rocket or missile, typically one used as a weapon, during launching




•
 
a rocket launcher




•
 
a grenade launcher.










2.
 
a rocket that is used to convey a satellite or spacecraft into orbit.













launch pad

 
/ˈlônCH ˌpad /

 
launching pad






noun




the area on which a rocket stands for launching, typically consisting of a platform with a supporting structure.













launch vehicle

 
/lônCH ˈvēˌhikəl ˈvēəkəl/






noun




a rocket-powered vehicle used to send artificial satellites or spacecraft into space.














launder

 
/ˈlôndər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash, or wash and iron, (clothes or linens)




•
 
he wasn't used to laundering his own bed linens




•
 (
laundered

 )
 
freshly laundered sheets.










2.
 
conceal the origins of (money obtained illegally) by transfers involving foreign banks or legitimate businesses.




3.
 
alter (information) to make it appear more acceptable




•
 
we began to notice attempts to launder the data retrospectively.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a trough for holding or conveying water, especially (in mining) one used for washing ore.




2.
 
a channel for conveying molten metal from a furnace or container to a ladle or mold.








III.
 
derivatives





launderer

 
/ˈlônd(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a person who washes linen): contraction of 
lavender

 , from Old French 
lavandier

 , based on Latin 
lavanda

 ‘things to be washed,’ from 
lavare

 ‘to wash.’





launderette

 
/ˌlônd(ə)ˈret /

 
laundrette






noun




a laundromat.













laundress

 
/ˈlôndrəs/






noun




a woman who is employed to launder clothes and linens.














Laundromat

 
/ˈlôndrəmat /

 
laundromat





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an establishment with coin-operated washing machines and dryers for public use.











– origin

 1940s (originally US, as the proprietary name of a washing machine): blend of launder
 and automatic
 .





laundry

 
/ˌlôndrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
clothes and linens that need to be washed or that have been newly washed




•
 
piles of dirty laundry.










2.
 
the action or process of washing clothes and linens




•
 
I talked her into letting me help Ben with the rest of the laundry.










3.
 
a room in a house, hotel, or institution where clothes and linens can be washed and ironed.




4.
 
a business that washes and irons clothes and linens commercially.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: contraction of Middle English 
lavendry

 , from Old French 
lavanderie

 , from 
lavandier

 ‘person who washes linen’ (see launder
 ).





laundry list

 
/ˈlôndrē ˌlist/






noun




a long or exhaustive list of people or things




•
 
there's 
a laundry list of

 possible triggers for migraines.



















laundryman

 
/ˈlôndriman/






noun




a man who is employed to launder clothes and linens, or deliver them to customers.













Laurasia

 
/lôˈrāZHə/






a vast continental area believed to have existed in the northern hemisphere and to have resulted from the breakup of Pangaea in Mesozoic times. It comprised the present North America, Greenland, Europe, and most of Asia north of the Himalayas.









laureate

 
/ˈlôrēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is honored with an award for outstanding creative or intellectual achievement




•
 
a Nobel laureate.










2.
 
short for poet laureate
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 wreathed with laurel as a mark of honor.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (of a crown or wreath) consisting of laurel.








III.
 
derivatives





laureateship

 
/ˈlôrēitˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
laureatus

 , from 
laurea

 ‘laurel wreath,’ from 
laurus

 ‘laurel.’






laurel

 
/ˈlôrəl ˈlärəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of shrubs and other plants with dark green glossy leaves, in particular:




2.
 
the mountain laurel
 .




3.
 
the cherry laurel
 .




4.
 
the bay tree.

See bay
 2
 .




5.
 
an aromatic evergreen shrub related to the bay tree, several kinds of which form forests in tropical and warm countries.

[Family 
Lauraceae

 : many genera and species.]




6.
 
(usu. 
laurels

 )
 — the foliage of the bay tree woven into a wreath or crown and worn on the head as an emblem of victory or mark of honor in classical times.




7.
 
honor or praise for an achievement




•
 
she has rightly won laurels for this brilliantly perceptive first novel.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adorn with or as if with a laurel




•
 
they banish our anger forever when they laurel the graves of our dead.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
look to one's laurels






be careful not to lose one's superior position to a rival.









2.
 
rest on one's laurels






be so satisfied with what one has already achieved that one makes no further effort.















– origin

 Middle English 
lorer

 , from Old French 
lorier

 , from Provençal 
laurier

 , from earlier 
laur

 , from Latin 
laurus

 .





Laurel

 
/ˈlôrəl, ˈlär-/






a city in central Maryland, between Washington, DC, and Baltimore; pop. 22,329 (est. 2008).










Laurel and Hardy

 
/ˌlôrəl ən ˈhärdē/






US comedy duo that consisted of 
Stan Laurel

 (born 
Arthur Stanley Jefferson

 ) (1890–1965) and 
Oliver Hardy

 (1892–1957). British-born Laurel played the scatterbrained and often tearful innocent; Hardy played his pompous, overbearing, and frequently exasperated friend. They brought their distinctive slapstick comedy to many movies from 1927.










Laurentian Plateau

 
/lôˌren(t)SHən plaˈtō/





I.
 
another name for Canadian Shield
 .







– origin

 
Laurentian

 from Latin 
Laurentius

 ‘Lawrence’ (from St. 
Lawrence

 River) + -an
 .





Laurier, Sir Wilfrid

 
/ˈlôrēˌā, lôrˈyā/






(1841–1919), Canadian Liberal statesman; prime minister 1896–1911. He was Canada's first French-Canadian and first Roman Catholic prime minister.









laurustinus

 
/ˌlôˈrə-stīnəs, ˌlä-, -ˈstē-/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen winter-flowering viburnum with dense glossy green leaves and white or pink flowers, native to the Mediterranean area and cultivated elsewhere.

[
Viburnum tinus

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
laurus

 ‘laurel’ + 
tinus

 ‘wild laurel.’





Lausanne

 
/lōˈzän/






a town in southwestern Switzerland, on the north shore of Lake Geneva; pop. 119,180 (2007).










Lausitzer Neisse

 
/ˈlouzitsər ˈnīsə/






German name for Neisse
 (
sense

 1).









lav

 
/lav/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a lavatory.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





lava

 
/ˈlävə/





I.
 
noun




hot molten or semifluid rock erupted from a volcano or fissure, or solid rock resulting from cooling of this.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian (Neapolitan dialect), denoting the lava stream from Vesuvius, but originally denoting a stream caused by sudden rain, from 
lavare

 ‘to wash,’ from Latin.






lavabo

 
/ləˈväbō ləˈvābō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a towel or basin used for the ritual washing of the celebrant's hands at the offertory of the Mass.




2.
 
ritual washing using a lavabo.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a washbasin.




4.
 

/ˈlavəbō /

 — a washing trough in a monastery.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘I will wash,’ in 
Lavabo inter innocentes manus meas

 ‘I will wash my hands among the innocent’ (Ps. 26:6), which was recited at the washing of hands in the Roman rite.





lava dome






noun




a mound of viscous lava that has been extruded from a volcanic vent.













lava flow






noun




a mass of flowing or solidified lava.













lavage

 
/ləˈväZH ˈlavij/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 washing out of a body cavity, such as the colon or stomach, with water or a medicated solution.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the general sense ‘washing, a wash’): from French, from 
laver

 ‘to wash.’





lava lamp






noun




a transparent electric lamp containing a viscous liquid in which a brightly colored waxy substance is suspended, rising and falling in irregular and constantly changing shapes.













lavash

 
/ləˈväSH/





I.
 
noun




a crisp Middle Eastern flatbread.











– origin

 Armenian, from Turkish.





lavatorial

 
/ˌlavəˈtôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or resembling lavatories




•
 
the lavatorial utility that was a feature of subway design.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of conversation or humor) characterized by undue reference to toilets and their use




•
 
the comic's lavatorial schoolboy humor.




















lavatory

 
/ˈlavəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or compartment with a toilet and washbasin; a bathroom.




2.
 
a sink or washbasin in a bathroom.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a flush toilet.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
lavatorium

 ‘place for washing,’ from Latin 
lavare

 ‘to wash.’ The word originally denoted something in which to wash, such as a bath or piscina, later (mid 17th cent.) a room with washing facilities; the current sense dates from the 19th cent.





lava tube






noun




a natural tunnel within a solidified lava flow, formerly occupied by flowing molten lava.













lave

 
/lāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 wash




•
 
she ran cold water in the basin, laving her face and hands.










2.
 


‹literary›

 (of water) wash against or over (something)




•
 
the sea below laved the shore with small, agitated waves.














II.
 
derivatives





lavation

 
/ləˈvāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lafian

 , from Latin 
lavare

 ‘to wash’; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
laver

 .





lavender

 
/ˈlavəndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small aromatic evergreen shrub of the mint family, with narrow leaves and bluish-purple flowers. Lavender has been widely used in perfumery and medicine since ancient times.

[Genus 
Lavandula

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




2.
 
the flowers and stalks of the lavender shrub dried and used to give a pleasant smell to clothes and bed linens.




3.
 
(also 
lavender oil

 )
 — a scented oil distilled from lavender flowers.




4.
 


‹dated›

 used in reference to refinement or gentility


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
she had a certain lavender charm.










5.
 
a pale blue color with a trace of mauve.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perfume with lavender.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
lavendre

 , based on medieval Latin 
lavandula

 .






lavender cotton

 


‹Brit.›

 cotton lavender






noun




a small aromatic shrubby plant of the daisy family, with silvery or greenish lavenderlike foliage and yellow button flowers. Native to the Mediterranean area, it has insecticidal properties and is widely cultivated for garden plantings.

[Genus 
Santolina

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular 
S. chamaecyparissus

 .]













lavender water

 
/ˈlavəndər ˈwôdər ˈwädər/






noun




a perfume made from distilled lavender, alcohol, and ambergris.













laver1


 
/ˈlāvər /

 
purple laver





I.
 
noun




an edible seaweed with thin sheetlike fronds of a reddish-purple and green color that becomes black when dry. Laver typically grows on exposed shores, but in Japan it is cultivated in estuaries.

[
Porphyra umbilicaulis

 , division 
Rhodophyta

 .]











– origin

 late Old English (as the name of a water plant mentioned by Pliny), from Latin. The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





laver2


 
/ˈlāvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a basin or similar container used for washing oneself.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (in biblical use) a large brass bowl for the ritual ablutions of Jewish priests.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
laveoir

 , from late Latin 
lavatorium

 ‘place for washing’ (see lavatory
 ).





Laver, Rod

 
/ˈlāvər/






(1938–), Australian tennis player; full name 
Rodney George Laver

 . Twice he won all four Grand Slam singles titles in the same year (1962, 1969).









lavish

 
/ˈlaviSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious




•
 
a lavish banquet.










2.
 
(of a person) very generous or extravagant




•
 
he was lavish with his hospitality.










3.
 
spent or given in profusion




•
 
lavish praise.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
lavish something on

 )


1.
 
bestow something in generous or extravagant quantities upon




•
 
the media couldn't lavish enough praise on the film.










2.
 
(
lavish something with

 )
 — cover something thickly or liberally with




•
 
she lavished our son with kisses.














III.
 
derivatives





lavishness

 
/ˈlaviSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting profusion): from Old French 
lavasse

 ‘deluge of rain,’ from 
laver

 ‘to wash,’ from Latin 
lavare

 .





lavishly

 
/ˈlaviSHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious manner




•
 
a lavishly decorated room




•
 
the book is lavishly illustrated.










2.
 
in a very generous or extravagant manner; in profusion




•
 
members of the band spent lavishly on their families




•
 
the kids were praised lavishly by their parents.



















Lavoisier, Antoine Laurent

 
/ləˈvwäzyā, lävwäˈzyā/






(1743–94), French scientist. He is regarded as the father of modern chemistry.










law

 
/lô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
the law

 )
 — the system of rules that a particular country or community recognizes as regulating the actions of its members and may enforce by the imposition of penalties




•
 
they were taken to court for 
breaking the law






•
 
a license is required 
by law






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
law enforcement.










2.
 
an individual rule as part of a system of law




•
 
an initiative to tighten up the laws on pornography.










3.
 
systems of law as a subject of study or as the basis of the legal profession




•
 
he was still practicing law




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a law firm.







Compare with jurisprudence
 .




4.
 
a thing regarded as having the binding force or effect of a formal system of rules




•
 
what he said was law.










5.
 
(
the law

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the police




•
 
he'd never been in trouble with the law in his life.










6.
 
statutory law and the common law.

Compare with equity
 .




7.
 
a rule defining correct procedure or behavior in a sport




•
 
the laws of the game.










8.
 
a statement of fact, deduced from observation, to the effect that a particular natural or scientific phenomenon always occurs if certain conditions are present




•
 
the second law of thermodynamics.










9.
 
a generalization based on a fact or event perceived to be recurrent




•
 
the first law of American corporate life is that dead wood floats.










10.
 
the body of divine commandments as expressed in the Bible or other religious texts.




11.
 
(
the Law

 )
 — the Pentateuch as distinct from the other parts of the Hebrew Bible (the Prophets and the Writings).




12.
 
(also 
the Law of Moses

 )
 — the precepts of the Pentateuch.

Compare with Torah
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at (or in) law






according to or concerned with the laws of a country




•
 
an agreement enforceable at law




•
 
an attorney-at-law.















2.
 
be a law unto oneself






behave in a manner that is not conventional or predictable.









3.
 
go to law






resort to legal action in order to settle a matter.









4.
 
law and order






a situation characterized by respect for and obedience to the rules of a society.









5.
 
the law of the jungle






see jungle
 .









6.
 
lay down the law






issue instructions to other people in an authoritative or dogmatic way.









7.
 
take the law into one's own hands






punish someone for an offense according to one's own ideas of justice, especially in an illegal or violent way.









8.
 
take someone to law






initiate legal proceedings against someone.









9.
 
there's no law against it








‹informal›

 used in spoken English to assert that one is doing nothing wrong, especially in response to an actual or implied criticism




•
 
I can laugh, can't I? There's no law against it.





















– origin

 Old English 
lagu

 , from Old Norse 
lag

 ‘something laid down or fixed,’ of Germanic origin and related to lay
 1
 .





law-abiding

 
/ˈlô əˌbīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




obedient to the laws of society




•
 
a law-abiding citizen.














II.
 
derivatives





law-abidingness






noun





















lawbreaker

 
/ˈlôˌbrākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who violates the law.








II.
 
derivatives





lawbreaking

 
/ˈlôˌbrākiNG /






noun, adjective





















law clerk






noun




an assistant to a judge, typically a recent law-school graduate, whose function is to do legal research, help write opinions, and provide general assistance.













law court

 
/ˈlô ˌkôrt/






noun




a court of law.













lawful

 
/ˈlôfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conforming to, permitted by, or recognized by law or rules




•
 
it is an offense to carry a weapon in public without lawful authority.










2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a child) born within a lawful marriage.








II.
 
derivatives





lawfulness

 
/ˈlôfəlnəs /






noun





















lawfully

 
/ˈlôf(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that conforms to or is permitted or recognized by the law




•
 
he was deemed to have acted lawfully and was not prosecuted




•
 
the recording had been lawfully obtained.



















lawgiver

 
/ˈlôˌɡivər/






noun




a person who draws up and enacts laws.













lawless

 
/ˈlôləs/





I.
 
adjective




not governed by or obedient to laws; characterized by a lack of civic order




•
 
it was a lawless, anarchic city.














II.
 
derivatives





lawlessly






adverb





















lawlessness

 
/ˈlôləsnəs/






noun




a state of disorder due to a disregard of the law




•
 
the country's descent into lawlessness.



















lawmaker

 
/ˈlôˌmākər/






noun




a legislator.













lawmaking

 
/ˈlôˌmākiNG/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or responsible for the making of laws




•
 
a regional lawmaking body




•
 
the lawmaking power of the courts.














II.
 
noun




the making of laws; legislation




•
 
the responsibility of lawmaking




•
 
criteria for judicial lawmaking.



















lawman

 
/ˈlôˌmən ˈlôˌman/






noun




a law-enforcement officer, especially a sheriff.













lawn1


 
/lôn/





I.
 
noun




an area of short, mown grass in a yard, garden, or park.








II.
 
derivatives





lawned






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of dialect 
laund

 ‘glade, pasture,’ from Old French 
launde

 ‘wooded district, heath,’ of Celtic origin. The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.





lawn2


 
/lôn/





I.
 
noun




a fine linen or cotton fabric used for making clothes.








II.
 
derivatives





lawny

 
/ˈlônē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from 
Laon

 , the name of a city in France important for linen manufacture.






lawn bowling

 


‹Brit.›

 bowls






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a game played with heavy balls, the object of which is to propel one's ball so that it comes to rest as close as possible to a previously bowled small ball (the jack). Lawn bowling is played chiefly outdoors (although an indoor version is also popular in Britain) on a closely trimmed lawn called a green.













lawn chair






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a folding chair for use outdoors.













lawn flamingo






noun




a pink plastic flamingo used as a lawn decoration.













lawn mower

 
/ˈlônˌmō(ə)r/






noun




a machine for cutting the grass on a lawn.













lawn party

 
/lôn ˈpärdē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a garden party.













lawn tennis

 
/ˈˌlôn ˈˌtenis/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹formal›

 the standard form of tennis, played with a soft ball on an open court.

Compare with court tennis
 .













law of averages






noun




the principle that supposes most future events are likely to balance any past deviation from a presumed average.













law office






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a lawyer's office.













law of mass action






noun






[Chemistry]

 the principle that the rate of a chemical reaction is proportional to the masses of the reacting substances.













law of nations






noun






[Law]

 international law.













law of nature






noun



1.
 
another term for natural law
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a regularly occurring or apparently inevitable phenomenon observable in human society




•
 
it's a law of nature—however much space you have, you fill it.



















law of succession






noun



1.
 
the law regulating the inheritance of property.




2.
 
the law regulating the appointment of a new monarch or head of state.













Lawrence

 
/ˈlôrəns/





I.
 
a city in northeastern Kansas, home to the University of Kansas, the scene of fierce fighting before and during the Civil War; pop. 90,520 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in northeastern Massachusetts, northeast of Lowell; pop. 70,014 (est. 2008).









Lawrence, D. H.

 
/ˈlôrəns, ˈlär-/






(1885–1930), English novelist, poet, and essayist; full name 
David Herbert Lawrence

 . His work is characterized by its condemnation of industrial society and its frank exploration of sexual relationships. Notable works: 
Sons and Lovers

 (1913), 
The Rainbow

 (1915), and 
Lady Chatterley's Lover

 (1928).










Lawrence, Ernest Orlando






(1901–58), US physicist. He developed the first circular particle accelerator, later called a cyclotron, and opened the way for high-energy physics. He also worked on providing fissionable material for the atom bomb. Nobel Prize for Physics (1939).









Lawrence, Jacob






(1917–2000), US artist and educator. He is noted for 
Migration

 (1941–42), a series of 60 murals that depict the migration of black Americans northward in hopes of finding employment. He wrote 
Harriet and the Promised Land

 (1968) for children.









Lawrence, St.






(died 258), Roman martyr and deacon of Rome; Latin name 
Laurentius

 . According to tradition, when Lawrence offered the poor people of Rome as the treasure of the Church to the prefect of Rome, he was roasted to death on a gridiron. Feast day, August 10.









Lawrence, T. E.






(1888–1935), British soldier and writer; full name 
Thomas Edward Lawrence

 ; known as 
Lawrence of Arabia

 . From 1916, he helped to organize the Arab revolt against the Turks in the Middle East, contributing to General Allenby's eventual victory in Palestine in 1918. He described this in 
The Seven Pillars of Wisdom

 (1926).









lawrencium

 
/ˌlôˈren(t)sēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Lr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 103, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Lawrencium does not occur naturally and was first made by bombarding californium with boron nuclei.











– origin

 1960s: modern Latin, named after Ernest O. 
Lawrence

 (see Lawrence, Ernest Orlando
 ), who founded the laboratory in which it was produced.





laws of war






plural noun




international rules and conventions that limit belligerents' action.














Lawson cypress

 
/ˌlôsən ˈsīprəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for Port Orford cedar
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Peter 
Lawson

 (died 1820) and his son Charles (1794–1873), the Scottish nurserymen who first cultivated it.






lawsuit

 
/ˈlôˌso͞ot/






noun




a claim or dispute brought to a court of law for adjudication




•
 
his lawyer 
filed a lawsuit against

 Los Angeles city.



















Lawton

 
/ˈlôtn/






a city in southwestern Oklahoma; pop. 90,091 (est. 2008).









lawyer

 
/ˈloiər/





I.
 
noun




a person who practices or studies law; an attorney or a counselor.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 practice law; work as a lawyer


(as 
noun

 
lawyering

 )


•
 
lawyering is a craft that takes a long time to become proficient at.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of a lawyer) work on the legal aspects of (a contract, lawsuit, etc.)




•
 
there is always a danger that the deal will be lawyered to death.














III.
 
derivatives





lawyerly






adjective





















lawyering

 
/ˈloi-əriNG, ˈlôyər-/






noun




the work of practicing law




•
 
although he holds a law degree, he lets his hired guns do the real lawyering.




















lax1


 
/laks/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not sufficiently strict, severe, or careful




•
 
lax security arrangements at the airport




•
 
he'd been a bit lax about discipline in school lately.










2.
 
(of the limbs or muscles) relaxed.




3.
 
(of the bowels) loose.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound, especially a vowel) pronounced with the vocal muscles relaxed.

The opposite of tense
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
laxly






adverb













2.
 
laxness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘loose,’ said of the bowels): from Latin 
laxus

 .





lax2


 
/laks/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 lacrosse




•
 
I wore pads and a helmet whenever I played lax.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of lacrosse
 , with 
X

 representing 
crosse

 (by association with cross
 ).





laxative

 
/ˈlaksədiv/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug or medicine) tending to stimulate or facilitate evacuation of the bowels.








II.
 
noun




a medicine which has a laxative effect.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French 
laxatif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
laxativus

 , from Latin 
laxare

 ‘loosen’ (from 
laxus

 ‘loose’).





laxity

 
/ˈlaksədē/






noun



1.
 
lack of strictness or care




•
 
the result of such fiscal laxity is a budget deficit




•
 
laxity of discipline.










2.
 
looseness of a limb or muscle




•
 
over-stretching can result in joint laxity.




















lay1


 
/lā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put down, especially gently or carefully




•
 
she laid the baby in his crib.










2.
 
prevent (something) from rising off the ground




•
 
there may have been the odd light shower just to lay the dust.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put down and set in position for use




•
 
it is advisable to have your carpet laid by a professional




•
 


‹figurative›

 the groundwork for change had been laid.










4.
 
set cutlery, crockery, and mats on (a table) in preparation for a meal




•
 
she laid the table for the evening meal.










5.
 
(often 
be laid with

 )
 — cover (a surface) with objects or a substance




•
 
the floor was laid with tiles.










6.
 
make ready (a trap) for someone




•
 
she wouldn't put it past him to lay a trap for her.










7.
 
put the material for (a fire) in place and arrange it.




8.
 
work out (an idea or suggestion) in detail ready for use or presentation




•
 
I'd like more time to lay my plans.










9.
 
(
lay something before

 )
 — present information or suggestions to be considered and acted upon by (someone)




•
 
he laid before the House proposals for the establishment of the committee.










10.
 
(usu. 
be laid

 )
 — locate (an episode in a play, novel, etc.) in a certain place




•
 
no one who knew the area could be in doubt where the scene was laid.










11.
 


[Nautical]

 follow (a specified course).




12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 go or come




•
 
they had to lay aloft.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stake (an amount of money) in a wager




•
 
she suspected he was pulling her leg, but she wouldn't have laid money on it.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — used with an abstract noun so that the phrase formed has the same meaning as the verb related to the noun used, e.g., “lay the blame on” means ‘to blame’




•
 
she 
laid

 great 
stress

 on little courtesies.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a female bird, insect, reptile, or amphibian) produce (an egg) from inside the body




•
 
flamingos lay only one egg




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the hens were laying at the same rate as usual.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the general appearance of an area, including the direction of streams, hills, and similar features




•
 
the lay of the surrounding countryside.










2.
 
the position or direction in which something lies




•
 
roll the carpet against the lay of the nap.










3.
 
the direction or amount of twist in rope strands.




4.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person with a particular ability or availability as a sexual partner.




6.
 
the laying of eggs or the period during which they are laid.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get laid








‹informal›

 have sex.









2.
 
lay something at someone's door






see door
 .









3.
 
lay something bare






bring something out of concealment; expose something




•
 
the sad tale of failure was laid bare.















4.
 
lay a charge






make an accusation




•
 
we could lay a charge of gross negligence.















5.
 
lay claim to something





a.
 
assert that one has a right to something




•
 
four men laid claim to the leadership.










b.
 
assert that one possesses a skill or quality




•
 
she has never laid claim to medical knowledge.















6.
 
lay down one's arms (or weapons)






cease fighting




•
 
they renounced violence and laid down their arms.















7.
 
lay down the law






see law
 .









8.
 
lay down one's life






sacrifice one's life for a cause




•
 
he laid down his life for his country.















9.
 
lay eyes on






see eye
 .









10.
 
lay a (or the) ghost





a.
 
exorcise a ghost.




b.
 
get rid of a distressing, frightening, or worrying memory or thought




•
 
we need to lay the ghost of the past and move ahead.















11.
 
lay hands on





a.
 
find and take possession of




•
 
they huddled, trying to keep warm under anything they could lay hands on.










b.
 
place one's hands on or over, especially in confirmation, ordination, or spiritual healing.









12.
 
lay (or put) one's hands on






find and acquire




•
 
I would read every book I could lay my hands on.















13.
 
lay hold of (or on)






catch or gain possession of




•
 
he was afraid she might vanish if he did not lay hold of her.















14.
 
lay it on the line






see line
 1
 .









15.
 lie) of the land ">
the lay ( lie) of the land





a.
 
the way in which the features or characteristics of an area present themselves.




b.
 
the current situation or state of affairs




•
 
she was beginning to see the lay of the land with her in-laws.















16.
 
lay someone low





a.
 
(of an illness) reduce someone to inactivity.




b.
 
bring to an end the high position or good fortune formerly enjoyed by someone




•
 
she reflected on how quickly fate can lay a person low.















17.
 
lay something on the table






see table
 .









18.
 
lay something on thick (or with a trowel)








‹informal›

 grossly exaggerate or overemphasize something.









19.
 
lay someone open to






expose someone to the risk of (something)




•
 
his position could lay him open to accusations of favoritism.















20.
 
lay over








(US)

 break one's journey




•
 
Steven and I will lay over in New York, then fly to London.















21.
 
lay siege to






see siege
 .









22.
 
lay store by






see store
 .









23.
 
lay someone/something to rest





a.
 
bury a body in a grave.




b.
 
soothe and dispel fear, anxiety, grief, or a similar unpleasant emotion




•
 
suspicion will be laid to rest by fact rather than hearsay.















24.
 
lay something (to) waste






see waste
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
lay about someone






beat or attack someone violently




•
 
they weren't against laying about you with sticks and stones.















2.
 
lay about one






strike out wildly on all sides




•
 
the mare laid about her with her front legs and teeth.















3.
 
lay something aside





a.
 
put something to one side




•
 
he laid aside his book




•
 


‹figurative›

 the situation gave them a good reason to lay aside their differences.










b.
 
reserve money for the future or for a particular cause




•
 
he begged them to lay something aside toward the cause.















4.
 
lay something down





a.
 
put something down




•
 
she finished her eclair and laid down her fork.










b.
 
formulate and enforce or insist on a rule or principle




•
 
stringent criteria have been laid down.










c.
 
pay or wager money.




d.
 
begin to construct a ship or railroad.




e.
 
build up a deposit of a substance




•
 
these cells lay down new bone tissue.










f.
 
store wine in a cellar.




g.
 


‹informal›

 record a piece of music




•
 
he was invited to the studio to lay down some backing vocals.















5.
 
lay something in/up






build up a stock of something in case of need.









6.
 
lay into








‹informal›

 attack violently with words or blows




•
 
three youths laid into him.















7.
 
lay off








‹informal›

 give up or stop doing something




•
 
I laid off smoking for seven years.















8.
 
lay someone off






discharge a worker temporarily or permanently because of a shortage of work.









9.
 
lay something on








‹informal›

 require (someone) to endure or deal with a responsibility or difficulty




•
 
this is an absurdly heavy guilt trip to lay on anyone.















10.
 
lay someone out





a.
 
prepare someone for burial after death.




b.
 


‹informal›

 knock someone unconscious




•
 
he was lucky that the punch didn't lay him out.















11.
 
lay something out





a.
 
spread something out to its full extent, especially so that it can be seen




•
 
the police were insisting that suitcases should be opened and their contents laid out.










b.
 
construct or arrange buildings or gardens according to a plan




•
 
they proceeded to lay out a new town.










c.
 
arrange and present material for printing and publication




•
 
the brochure is beautifully laid out.










d.
 
explain something clearly and carefully




•
 
we need a paper laying out our priorities.










e.
 


‹informal›

 spend a sum of money




•
 
look at the money I had to lay out for your uniform.















12.
 
lay up








[Golf]

 hit the ball deliberately to a lesser distance than possible, typically in order to avoid a hazard.









13.
 
lay someone up






put someone out of action through illness or injury




•
 
he was laid up with his familiar fever.















14.
 
lay something up





a.
 
see lay something in/up
 above.




b.
 
take a ship or other vehicle out of service




•
 
our boats were laid up during the winter months.










c.
 
assemble layers in the arrangement required for the manufacture of plywood or other laminated material.















– origin

 Old English 
lecgan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leggen

 and German 
legen

 , also to lie
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The verb 
lay

 means, broadly, 'put something down': they are going to 
lay

 the carpet. The past tense and the past participle of 
lay

 is 
laid

 : they 
laid

 the groundwork; she had 
laid

 careful plans. The verb 
lie

 , on the other hand, means 'assume a horizontal or resting position': why don't you 
lie

 on the floor? The past tense of 
lie

 is 
lay

 : he 
lay

 on the floor earlier in the day. The past participle of 
lie

 is 
lain

 : she had 
lain

 on the bed for hours. In practice, many speakers inadvertently get the 
lay

 forms and the 
lie

 forms into a tangle of right and wrong usage. Here are some examples of typical incorrect usage: have you been 
laying

 on the sofa all day? (should be 
lying

 ); he 
lay

 the books on the table (should be 
laid

 ); I had 
laid

 in this position so long, my arm was stiff (should be 
lain

 ). See also usage at lie
 1
 .






lay2


 
/lā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not ordained into or belonging to the clergy




•
 
a lay preacher.










2.
 
not having professional qualifications or expert knowledge, especially in law or medicine




•
 
lay and professional views of medicine.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lai

 , via late Latin from Greek 
laïkos

 , from 
laos

 ‘people.’ Compare with laic
 .





lay3


 
/lā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short lyric or narrative poem meant to be sung.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a song




•
 
on his lips there died the cheery lay.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lai

 , corresponding to Provençal 
lais

 , of unknown origin.





lay4


 
/lā/






past of lie
 1
 .









layabout

 
/ˈlāəˌbout/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who habitually does little or no work.













layaway

 
/ˈlāəˌwā /

 
layaway plan






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a system of paying a deposit to secure an item for later purchase




•
 
she picked up a coat she had 
on layaway

 .



















layback

 
/ˈlābak/






noun






[Climbing]

 a method of climbing a crack in rock by leaning back and pulling with the hands on one face, with the feet against the other face.













lay brother






noun




a man who has taken the vows of a religious order but is not ordained or obliged to take part in the full cycle of liturgy and is employed in ancillary or manual work.













lay-by

 
/ˈlā ˌbī/






noun



1.
 
an area at the side of a road where vehicles may pull off the road and stop.




2.
 
a mooring area along a canal, river, or harbor.














layer

 
/ˈlāər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sheet, quantity, or thickness of material, typically one of several, covering a surface or body




•
 
bears depend on 
a layer of

 blubber to keep them warm in the water




•
 


‹figurative›

 a larger missile would provide a layer of defense at higher altitudes.










2.
 
a level of seniority in the hierarchy of an organization




•
 
a managerial layer.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that lays something




•
 
the worms are prolific egg-layers.










4.
 
a shoot fastened down to take root while attached to the parent plant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
layered

 )


1.
 
arrange in a layer or layers




•
 
the current trend for layered clothes.










2.
 
cut (hair) in overlapping layers




•
 
her layered, shoulder-length hair.










3.
 
propagate (a plant) as a layer




•
 
a layered shoot.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a mason): from lay
 1
 + -er
 1
 . The sense ‘stratum of material covering a surface’ (early 17th cent.) may represent a respelling of an obsolete agricultural use of lair
 denoting quality of soil.





layer cake

 
/ˈlāər kāk/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cake of two or more layers with icing or another filling between them.













layering

 
/ˈlāəriNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of arranging something in layers.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the presence or formation of layers in sedimentary or igneous rock.




3.
 
the method or activity of propagating a plant by producing layers.













layette

 
/lāˈet/





I.
 
noun




a set of clothing, linens, and sometimes toiletries for a newborn child.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of Old French 
laie

 ‘drawer,’ from Middle Dutch 
laege

 .





lay figure

 
/lā ˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
noun




a dummy or jointed manikin of a human body used by artists, especially for arranging drapery on.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from obsolete 
layman

 , from Dutch 
leeman

 , from obsolete 
led

 , earlier form of 
lid

 ‘joint.’





layman

 
/ˈlāmən/






noun



1.
 
a nonordained member of a church.




2.
 
a person without professional or specialized knowledge in a particular subject




•
 
the book seems well suited to the interested layman.



















layoff

 
/ˈlāˌôf/






noun



1.
 
a discharge, especially temporary, of a worker or workers.




2.
 
a period when a layoff is in force.




3.
 
a period during which someone does not take part in a customary sport or other activity




•
 
they needed to rehabilitate injuries or just brush up after long layoffs.



















La'youn






variant spelling of Laayoune.









layout

 
/ˈlāˌout/






noun



1.
 
the way in which the parts of something are arranged or laid out




•
 
changing the layout of the ground floor.










2.
 
the way in which text or pictures are set out on a page




•
 
the layout is uncluttered and the illustrations are helpful.










3.
 
the process of setting out material on a page or in a work




•
 
doing layout for newspapers and magazines.










4.
 
a thing arranged or set out in a particular way




•
 
a model railroad layout.










5.
 


[Diving]

 
[Gymnastics]

 a position in which the body is extended, the head upright, the legs held straight and together, and the arms held out to the sides.













layover

 
/ˈlāˌōvər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a period of rest or waiting before a further stage in a journey.













layperson

 
/ˈlāˌpərs(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a nonordained member of a church.




2.
 
a person without professional or specialized knowledge in a particular subject.














lay reader






noun




(in the Anglican Church) a layperson licensed to preach and to conduct some religious services, but not licensed to celebrate the Eucharist.













layshaft

 
/ˈlāˌSHaft/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a second or intermediate transmission shaft in a machine.













lay sister






noun




a woman who has taken the vows of a religious order but is not obliged to take part in the full cycle of liturgy and is employed in ancillary or manual work.













Layton

 
/ˈlātn/






a city in northern Utah, south of Ogden; pop. 65,514 (est. 2008).









layup

 
/ˈlāəp/






noun



1.
 


[Basketball]

 a one-handed shot made from near the basket, especially one that rebounds off the backboard.




2.
 
(also 
lay-up

 )
 — the state or action of something, especially a ship, being laid up.













laywoman

 
/ˈlāˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a nonordained female member of a church




•
 
the prayers were led by two priests and a laywoman.










2.
 
a woman without professional or specialized knowledge in a particular subject




•
 
to the layman or laywoman, it can appear mysterious.




















lazar

 
/ˈlazər, ˈlāzər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a poor and diseased person, especially one afflicted by a feared, contagious disease such as leprosy.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
lazarus

 , with biblical allusion to 
Lazarus

 , the name of a beggar covered in sores (Luke 16:20).





lazarette

 
/ˌlazəˈret /

 
lazaret





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small compartment below the deck in the after end of a vessel, used for stores.




2.
 
a lazaretto.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting an isolation hospital): from French 
lazaret

 , from Italian 
lazaretto

 (see lazaretto
 ).






lazaretto

 
/ˌlazəˈredō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an isolation hospital for people with infectious diseases, especially leprosy or plague.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a building (or ship) used for quarantine.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a military or prison hospital.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
lazzaro

 ‘beggar,’ from medieval Latin 
lazarus

 (see lazar
 ).






Lazarist

 
/ˈlazərəst/





I.
 
noun




another name for Vincentian
 .











– origin

 from French 
Lazariste

 , from the biblical name 
Lazarus

 (see lazar
 ).





Lazarus, Emma

 
/ˈlazərəs/






(1849–87), US poet. She is best known as the author of 
“The New Colossus”

 (1883), her sonnet to the Statue of Liberty, which is engraved on a plaque inside the statue.









laze

 
/lāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend time in a relaxed, lazy manner




•
 
she spent the day at home, reading the papers and generally 
lazing around

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
laze something away

 )
 — pass time in a relaxed, lazy way




•
 
laze away a long summer day.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a spell of lazing around.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: back-formation from lazy
 .





lazily

 
/ˈlāzilē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that shows an unwillingness to exert oneself physically




•
 
he had been lounging lazily on a large rock




•
 
she yawned lazily in the luxurious comfort of her bed.










2.
 
with a lack of care or concern




•
 
they lazily accepted his assertion




•
 
you lazily assume that democracies are Western.










3.
 
slowly




•
 
the river meanders lazily through willow-lined embankments




•
 
cotton from the trees drifted lazily in the heavy air.



















laziness

 
/ˈlāzēnəs/






noun




the quality of being unwilling to work or use energy; idleness




•
 
it was sheer laziness on my part.



















lazuli

 
/ˈlaz(y)əˌlī, ˈlaZHəˌlī, ˈlaz(y)əlē, ˈlaZHəlē/






noun




short for lapis lazuli
 .













lazulite

 
/ˈlazyo͝olīt/






noun




an azure-blue mineral with a glasslike luster.

[Chem. formula: (FeMg)Al2
 P2
 O8
 (OH)2
 .]













lazurite

 
/ˈlaz(y)əˌrīt, ˈlaZHə-/






noun




a bright blue mineral that is the main constituent of lapis lazuli and consists chiefly of a silicate and sulfate of sodium and aluminum.














lazy

 
/ˈlāzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unwilling to work or use energy




•
 
I'm very lazy by nature




•
 
he was too lazy to cook.










2.
 
characterized by lack of effort or activity




•
 
lazy summer days.










3.
 
showing a lack of effort or care




•
 
lazy writing.










4.
 
(of a river) slow-moving.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a livestock brand) placed on its side rather than upright




•
 
a logo with a lazy E.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps related to Low German 
lasich

 ‘languid, idle.’





lazybones

 
/ˈlāzēˌbōnz/






noun






‹informal›

 a lazy person (often as a form of address).













lazy daisy stitch






noun




an embroidery stitch in the form of a flower petal.













lazy eye

 
/ˈlāzē ī/






noun




an eye with poor vision that is mainly caused by underuse, especially the unused eye in strabismus.













lazy Susan

 
/ˌlāzē ˈso͞ozən/






noun




a revolving stand or tray on a table, used especially for holding condiments.













lazy tongs






noun




a set of extending tongs for grasping objects at a distance, with several connected pairs of levers pivoted like scissors.













lb.






abbreviation




pound(s) (in weight).

[from Latin 
libra

 .]













LBD





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 little black dress




•
 
you can't go wrong with an LBD for premières or parties.

















– origin

 abbreviation.





LBO






abbreviation




leveraged buyout.













LC






abbreviation



1.
 
landing craft.




2.
 
Library of Congress.













l.c.






abbreviation



1.
 
in the passage cited.

[from Latin 
loco citato

 .]




2.
 
letter of credit.




3.
 
lower case.













L/C

 
l.c.






abbreviation




letter of credit.













LCD

 
/ˌel ˌsē ˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Electronics]

 
[Computing]

 liquid crystal display.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 lowest (or least) common denominator.













LCL






abbreviation




less-than-carload lot.













LCM






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 lowest (or least) common multiple.













LCpl






abbreviation




lance corporal.













LCS






abbreviation



1.
 
landing craft support.




2.
 
liquid crystal shutter.













LCT






abbreviation



1.
 
land conservation trust.




2.
 
landing craft, tank.




3.
 
local civil time.













LD






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 learning disabled.




2.
 
lethal dose (of a toxic compound, drug, or pathogen). It is usually written with a following numeral indicating the percentage of a group of animals or cultured cells or microorganisms killed by such a dose, typically standardized at 50 percent (
LD50


 ).













ld.






abbreviation



1.
 
lead.




2.
 
load.













Ld.






abbreviation




Lord




•
 
Ld. Lothian.



















LDC






abbreviation




less-developed country.













LDL






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 low-density lipoprotein.














L-dopa

 
/ˌelˈdōpə/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the levorotatory form of dopa, used to treat Parkinson's disease.

Also called levodopa
 .













LDR






noun






‹informal›

 a long-distance relationship




•
 
I was in an LDR with a guy in a different country.



















LDS






abbreviation




short for Latter-day Saints
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the LDS Church.



















LE






abbreviation




language engineering.














-le1






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming names of appliances or instruments




•
 
bridle




•
 
thimble.










2.
 
forming names of animals and plants




•
 
beetle.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.






-le2


 
-el





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns having or originally having a diminutive sense




•
 
mantle




•
 
battle




•
 
castle.

















– origin

 Middle English 
-el

 , 
-elle

 , partly from Old English and partly from Old French (based on Latin forms).





-le3






I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives from an original verb) apt to; liable to




•
 
brittle




•
 
nimble.

















– origin

 Middle English: from earlier 
-el

 , of Germanic origin.






-le4






I.
 
suffix




forming verbs, chiefly those expressing repeated action or movement (as in 
babble

 , 
dazzle

 ), or having diminutive sense (as in 
nestle

 ).











– origin

 Old English 
-lian

 , of Germanic origin.





lea

 
/lē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an open area of grassy or arable land




•
 
the lowing herd winds slowly o'er the lea.

















– origin

 Old English 
lēa(h)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old High German 
loh

 ‘grove,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
lokás

 ‘open space,’ Latin 
lucus

 ‘grove,’ and perhaps also light
 1
 .





lea.






abbreviation




league.













leach

 
/lēCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a soluble chemical or mineral) drain away from soil, ash, or similar material by the action of percolating liquid, especially rainwater


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the nutrient is quickly leached away




•
 [no 
obj

 ]
 
pesticides that leach into rivers.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject (soil, ash, etc.) to a leaching process.











– origin

 Old English 
leccan

 ‘to water,’ of West Germanic origin. The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





leachate

 
/ˈlēCHāt/






noun






‹technical›

 water that has percolated through a solid and leached out some of the constituents.













Leacock, Stephen

 
/ˈlēˌkäk/






(1869–1949), Canadian humorist and economist; full name 
Stephen Butler Leacock

 . He is known for his many humorous short stories, parodies, and essays. Notable works: 
Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town

 (1912) and 
Arcadian Adventures with the Idle Rich

 (1914).










lead1


 
/lēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a person or animal) to go with one by holding them by the hand, a halter, a rope, etc., while moving forward




•
 
she emerged leading a bay horse.










2.
 
show (someone or something) the way to a destination by going in front of or beside them




•
 
she stood up and led her friend to the door.










3.
 
be a reason or motive for (someone)




•
 
nothing that I have read about the case 
leads

 me 
to

 the conclusion that anything untoward happened




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
a fascination for art led him to start a collection of paintings.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be a route or means of access to a particular place or in a particular direction




•
 
a door leading to a better-lit corridor.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
lead to

 )
 — culminate in (a particular event)




•
 
closing the plant will lead to the loss of 300 jobs.










6.
 
be in charge or command of




•
 
a military delegation was led by the Chief of Staff.










7.
 
organize and direct




•
 
the conference included sessions led by people with personal knowledge of the area.










8.
 
set (a process) in motion




•
 
they are waiting for an expansion of world trade to lead a recovery.










9.
 
be the principal player of (a group of musicians)




•
 
since the forties he has led his own big bands.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
lead with

 )
 — assign the most important position to (a particular news item)




•
 
the news on the radio led with the murder.










11.
 
be superior to (competitors or colleagues)




•
 
there will be specific areas or skills in which other nations 
lead the world

 .










12.
 
have the first place in (a competition); be ahead of (competitors)




•
 
the veteran jockey was leading the field.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have the advantage in a race or game




•
 
Dallas was fortunate to lead 85-72.










14.
 
have or experience (a particular way of life)




•
 
she's led a completely sheltered life.










15.
 
initiate (action in a game or contest), in particular




16.
 
(in card games) play (the first card) in a trick or round of play.




17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
lead with

 )
 — 

[Boxing]

 make an attack with (a particular punch or fist)




•
 
Adam led with a left.










18.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a base runner) advance one or more steps from the base one occupies while the pitcher has the ball




•
 
the runner leads from first.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the initiative in an action; an example for others to follow




•
 
the US is now 
taking the

 environmental 
lead

 .










2.
 
a piece of information that may help in the resolution of a problem




•
 
detectives investigating the murder are chasing new leads




•
 
he went to a health fair hoping to get some leads on a job.










3.
 
someone or something that may be useful, especially a potential customer or business opportunity




•
 
setting up a social networking page can help you get numerous leads




•
 
the goal of marketing is to generate leads so the sales people can close them.










4.
 
(in card games) an act or right of playing first in a trick or round of play




•
 
it's your lead.










5.
 
the card played first in a trick or round.




6.
 
(
the lead

 )
 — a position of advantage in a contest; first place




•
 
they were beaten 5-3 after twice being 
in the lead

 .










7.
 
an amount by which a competitor is ahead of the others




•
 
the team held a slender one-goal lead.










8.
 


[Baseball]

 an advance of one or more steps taken by a base runner from the base they occupy while the pitcher has the ball.




9.
 
the chief part in a play or film




•
 
she had the lead in a new film




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the lead role.










10.
 
the person playing the chief part




•
 
he still looked like a romantic lead.










11.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the chief performer or instrument of a specified type




•
 
that girl will be your lead dancer.










12.
 
the item of news given the greatest prominence in a newspaper, broadcast, etc.




•
 
the “pensions revolution” is the lead in the Times




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the lead story.










13.
 
(also 
lede

 )
 — 

(US)

 the opening sentence or paragraph of a news article, summarizing the most important aspects of the story




•
 
the newswire will be offering two different leads for certain stories, so editors can pick and choose.










14.
 
a leash for a dog or other animal.




15.
 
a wire that conveys electric current from a source to an appliance, or that connects two points of a circuit together.




16.
 
the distance advanced by a screw in one turn.




17.
 
a channel, in particular




18.
 
an artificial watercourse leading to a mill.




19.
 
a channel of water in an ice field.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bury the lead






see bury the lede
 .









2.
 
lead someone astray






cause someone to act or think foolishly or wrongly.









3.
 
lead someone by the nose








‹informal›

 control someone totally, especially by deceiving them.









4.
 
lead someone a dance






see dance
 .









5.
 
lead from the front






take an active role in what one is urging and directing others to do.









6.
 
lead someone up (or down) the garden path








‹informal›

 give someone misleading clues or signals.









7.
 
lead the way






see way
 .









8.
 
lead with one's chin





a.
 


‹informal›

 (of a boxer) leave one's chin unprotected.




b.
 
behave or speak incautiously.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
lead off





a.
 
start




•
 
the newsletter leads off with a report on tax bills.










b.
 


[Baseball]

 bat first in a game or inning.









2.
 
lead someone on






mislead or deceive someone, especially into believing that one is in love with or attracted to them.









3.
 
lead up to





a.
 
immediately precede




•
 
the weeks leading up to the elections.










b.
 
result in




•
 
fashioning a policy appropriate to the situation entails understanding the forces that led up to it.





















– origin

 Old English 
lǣdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leiden

 and German 
leiten

 , also to load
 and lode
 .






lead2


 
/led/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Pb

 )
 — a heavy, bluish-gray, soft, ductile metal, the chemical element of atomic number 82. It has been used in roofing, plumbing, ammunition, storage batteries, radiation shields, etc., and its compounds have been used in crystal glass, as an antiknock agent in gasoline, and (formerly) in paints.




2.
 
an item or implement made of lead, in particular




3.
 


[Nautical]

 a lead casting suspended on a line to determine the depth of water.




4.
 
bullets.




5.
 
graphite used as the part of a pencil that makes a mark.




6.
 


[Printing]

 a blank space between lines of print.

[originally with reference to the metal strip used to create this space.]








II.
 
phrases





get the lead out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move or work more quickly.















– origin

 Old English 
lēad

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lood

 ‘lead’ and German 
Lot

 ‘plummet, solder.’





lead-acid

 
/ˌledˈasəd/






adjective




denoting a secondary cell or battery in which the electrodes are plates or grids of lead (or lead alloy) immersed in dilute sulfuric acid. The anode is coated with lead dioxide and the cathode with spongy lead.













lead article

 
/ˌlēd ˈärdək(ə)l/






noun




the principal article in a newspaper or magazine.













lead balloon

 
/ˌled bəˈlo͞on/






noun

 — (in phrase 
go over like a lead balloon

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of something said or written) be poorly received




•
 
Jenkins' book has gone over like a lead balloon.




















lead crystal

 
/ˌled ˈkristl/






noun




another term for lead glass
 .













leaded

 
/ˈledəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of windowpanes or a roof) framed, covered, or weighted with lead




•
 
Georgian-style leaded windows.










2.
 
(of gasoline) containing tetraethyl lead




•
 
leaded fuel.










3.
 


[Printing]

 (of print) having the lines separated by spaces.













leaden

 
/ˈledn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dull, heavy, or slow




•
 
his eyelids were leaden with sleep.










2.
 
of the color of lead; dull gray




•
 
the snow fell from a leaden sky.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 made of lead




•
 
a leaden coffin.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
leadenly






adverb













2.
 
leadenness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lēaden

 (see lead
 2
 , -en
 2
 ).





leaden seal






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a seal made of lead, used especially for papal documents.













leader

 
/ˈlēdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the person who leads or commands a group, organization, or country




•
 
the leader of a protest group.










2.
 
an organization or company that is the most advanced or successful in a particular area




•
 
a 
leader in

 the use of video conferencing.










3.
 
(also 
Leader of the House

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a member of the government officially responsible for initiating business in Parliament.




4.
 
the principal player in a music group.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a conductor of a band or small musical group.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 the principal first violinist in an orchestra.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 a leading article or editorial in a newspaper.




8.
 
a short strip of nonfunctioning material at each end of a reel of film or recording tape for connection to the spool.




9.
 
a length of filament attached to the end of a fishing line to carry the hook or fly.




10.
 
a shoot of a plant at the apex of a stem or main branch.




11.
 
(
leaders

 )
 — 

[Printing]

 a series of dots or dashes across the page to guide the eye, especially in tabulated material.








II.
 
derivatives





leaderless

 
/ˈlēdərləs /






adjective





















leader board






noun




a scoreboard showing the names and current scores of the leading competitors, especially in a golf tournament.













leadership

 
/ˈlēdərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the action of leading a group of people or an organization




•
 
different styles of leadership.










2.
 
the state or position of being a leader




•
 
the leadership of the party.










3.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the leaders of an organization, country, etc.




•
 
a change of leadership had become desirable.



















lead foot

 
/ˈled ˌfo͝ot/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a tendency to drive fast




•
 
she drives with a lead foot.



















lead-footed

 
/ˌledˈfo͝odəd/






adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 slow; clumsy




•
 
the most lead-footed guy can try aerobic moves.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 tending to drive too quickly.













lead-free

 
/ledˈfrē/






adjective




(of gasoline) unleaded.













lead generation






noun




the action or process of identifying and cultivating potential customers for a business's products or services




•
 
work with your sales team to identify strategies that have the greatest chance of lead generation




•
 
there are some pitfalls to web-based lead generation.




















lead glass

 
/ˌled ˈɡlas/






noun




glass containing a substantial proportion of lead oxide, making it more refractive.

Also called lead crystal
 .













lead guitar






noun




a prominent guitar part that consists of the melody and solos of a pop or rock song rather than simply the chord sequences




•
 
the lead guitar was a tad too loud for comfort at times.



















lead guitarist






noun




a person who plays lead guitar in a rock or pop band




•
 
the world's most famous lead guitarist.



















lead-in

 
/ˈlēdin/






noun



1.
 
an introduction or preamble that allows one to move smoothly on to the next part of something


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the lead-in note.










2.
 
a wire leading in from outside, especially from an antenna to a receiver or transmitter.













leading1


 
/ˈlēdiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
most important




•
 
a number of leading politicians.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
guidance or leadership, especially in a spiritual context.




2.
 
an instance of spiritual guidance




•
 
the leadings of the Holy Spirit.



















leading2


 
/ˈlediNG/






noun




the amount of blank space between lines of print.













leading article

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈärdəkəl/






noun






(Brit.)

 the chief editorial or article in a newspaper.













leading edge

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈej/






noun



1.
 
the front edge of something, in particular




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 the foremost edge of an airfoil, especially a wing or propeller blade.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 the part of a pulse in which the amplitude increases.




4.
 
the forefront or vanguard, especially of technological development


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
leading-edge research.



















leading lady

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈlādē/






noun




the actress playing the principal female part in a movie, play, or television show.













leading light

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈlīt/






noun




a person who is prominent or influential in a particular field or organization




•
 
Glass is one of the leading lights in modern music.



















leading man

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈman/






noun




the actor playing the principal male part in a movie, play, or television show.













leading note

 
/ˈlēdiNG ˌnōt/






noun






[Music]

 another term for subtonic
 .













leading question

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈkwesCH(ə)n/






noun




a question that prompts or encourages the desired answer.













leading rein

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈrān/






noun




a rein used to lead a horse along, especially when ridden by an inexperienced rider.













leading tone

 
/ˌlēdiNG ˈtōn/






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 another term for subtonic
 .













lead-off

 
/ˈlēdäf/






adjective



1.
 
(of an action) beginning a series or a process




•
 
the album's lead-off track.










2.
 
(
leadoff

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 denoting the first batter in a lineup or of an inning.













lead pencil

 
/ˌled ˈpens(ə)l/






noun




a pencil of graphite enclosed in wood.














lead poisoning

 
/ˌled ˈpoizəniNG/






noun




acute or chronic poisoning due to the absorption of lead into the body.

Also called plumbism
 .













lead shot

 
/ˌled ˈSHät/






noun




another term for shot
 1
 (
sense

 3).













lead tetraethyl

 
/ˌled tetrəˈēTHəl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for tetraethyl lead
 .













lead time

 
/ˈlēd ˌtīm/






noun




the time between the initiation and completion of a production process.













lead-up

 
/ˈlēdəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an event, point, or sequence that leads up to something else




•
 


the lead-up to

 the elections.



















Leadville

 
/ˈledvil/






a historic mining city in central Colorado, the highest US city at 10,190 feet (3,108 m); pop. 2,743 (est. 2008).









leadwort

 
/ˈledˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




another term for plumbago
 (
sense

 2).














leaf

 
/lēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flattened structure of a higher plant, typically green and bladelike, that is attached to a stem directly or via a stalk. Leaves are the main organs of photosynthesis and transpiration.

Compare with compound leaf
 , leaflet
 .




2.
 
any of a number of plant structures similar to leaves, e.g., bracts, sepals, and petals.




3.
 
foliage regarded collectively.




4.
 
the state of having leaves




•
 
the trees are still 
in leaf

 .










5.
 
the leaves of tobacco or tea


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
leaf tea.










6.
 
a thing that resembles a leaf in being flat and thin, typically something that is one of two or more similar items forming a set or stack.




7.
 
a single thickness of paper, especially in a book with each side forming a page.




8.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — gold, silver, or other specified metal in the form of very thin foil.




9.
 
the hinged part or flap of a door, shutter, or table.




10.
 
an extra section inserted to extend a table.




11.
 
the inner or outer part of a cavity wall or double-glazed window.




12.
 
any of the stacked metal strips that form a leaf spring.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant, especially a deciduous one in spring) put out new leaves.




2.
 
(
leaf through

 )
 — turn over (the pages of a book or the papers in a pile), reading them quickly or casually




•
 
he leafed through the stack of notes.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
shake (or tremble) like a leaf






(of a person) tremble greatly, especially from fear.









2.
 
take a leaf out of someone's book






see book
 .









3.
 
turn over a new leaf






see turn
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
leafage

 
/ˈlēfij /






noun













2.
 
leafless

 
/ˈlēfləs /






adjective













3.
 
leaflike

 
/-līk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lēaf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
loof

 and German 
Laub

 .





leaf beetle






noun




a small beetle that feeds chiefly on leaves and typically has bright metallic coloring. Some kinds are serious crop pests.

[Family 
Chrysomelidae

 : numerous species.]













leafbird

 
/ˈlēfbərd/






noun




a tree-dwelling songbird of South and Southeast Asia with mainly green plumage and a black bill, the male typically having a black throat.

[Genus 
Chloropsis

 , family 
Irenidae

 (or 
Chloropseidae

 ): several species.]














leaf curl






noun




a plant condition distinguished by the presence of curling leaves, caused by environmental stress or disease.













leafcutter ant

 
/ˈlēfˌkədər ˌant/






noun




a tropical ant that cuts pieces from leaves and carries them back to the nest for use as a culture medium for growing food fungi.

[Genus 
Atta

 , family 
Formicidae

 .]













leafcutter bee






noun




a solitary bee that cuts pieces from leaves, typically of roses, and uses them to construct cells in its nest.

[Genus 
Megachile

 , family 
Megachilidae

 .]













leafed

 
/ˈlēfd/






adjective




another term for leaved
 .













leaf fat






noun




dense fat occurring in layers around the kidneys of some animals, especially pigs.













leaf fish






noun




a small, deep-bodied, predatory freshwater fish, with mottled brownish-green coloration that gives it a leaflike appearance.

[Two species in the family 
Nandidae

 : 
Monocirrhus polyacanthus

 of South America, and 
Polycentropsis abbreviata

 of Africa.]













leaf green

 
/ˌlēf ˈɡrēn/






noun




a bright, deep green color.













leafhopper

 
/ˈlēfˌhäpər/






noun




a small plant bug that is typically brightly colored and leaps when disturbed. It can be a serious crop pest in warm regions.

[Family 
Cicadellidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : numerous genera.]














leaf insect






noun




a large, slow-moving tropical insect related to the stick insects, with a flattened body that is leaflike in shape and color.

[Family 
Phylliidae

 , order 
Phasmida

 : 
Phyllium

 and other genera.]













leaf lard






noun




lard prepared from the leaf fat of a hog.














leaflet

 
/ˈlēflit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a printed sheet of paper, sometimes folded, containing information or advertising and usually distributed free.




2.
 


[Botany]

 each of the leaflike structures that together make up a compound leaf, such as in the ash and horse chestnut.




3.
 
(in general use) a young leaf.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute leaflets to (people or an area)




•
 
I won't be leafleting neighborhoods




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the union has leafleted, protested, and staged petition drives.



















leaflove

 
/ˈlēfˌləv/






noun




an African bulbul that frequents dense thickets, with mainly drab brown plumage and a loud bubbling call.

[The 
leaflove

 (
Phyllastrephus scandens

 ) and the 
yellow-throated leaflove

 (
Chlorocichla flavicollis

 ), family 
Pycnonotidae

 .]














leaf miner






noun




a small fly, moth, beetle, or sawfly whose larvae burrow between the two surfaces of a leaf.














leaf mold

 
/ˈlēf ˌmōld /

 
leafmold






noun



1.
 
soil consisting chiefly of decayed leaves.




2.
 
a fungal disease of plants in which mold develops on the leaves.

[The fungus is 
Fulvia fulva

 (formerly 
Cladosporium fulvum

 ), subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]














leaf monkey






noun




a leaf-eating, arboreal Asian monkey that is related to the langurs.

[Genus 
Presbytis

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species.]













leaf-nosed bat






noun




a bat with a leaflike appendage on the snout.

[Families 
Hipposideridae

 (Old World) and 
Phyllostomatidae

 (New World): numerous species.]













leaf peeper





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who visits particular areas, especially in New England, to view the autumn foliage.








II.
 
derivatives





leaf peeping






noun





















leaf spot






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
any of a large number of fungal, bacterial, or viral plant diseases that cause leaves to develop discolored spots.













leaf spring

 
/ˈlēf ˌspriNG/






noun




a spring made of a number of strips of metal curved slightly upward and clamped together one above the other.













leafstalk

 
/ˈlēfstôk/






noun




a petiole.













leaf-tailed gecko






noun




a gecko with a wide, flat, leaf-shaped tail and skin color that blends with its surroundings.

[Genus 
Phyllurus

 (four Australian species), family 
Pygopodidae

 , and 
Uroplatus

 (several Madagascan species), family 
Gekkonidae

 .]













leaf trace






noun






[Botany]

 a strand of conducting vessels extending from the stem to the base of a leaf.













leaf warbler






noun




a small, slender Old World songbird with a brown or greenish back and whitish or yellowish underparts.

[Genus 
Phylloscopus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : many species, including the chiffchaff.]













leafy

 
/ˈlēfē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many leaves or much foliage




•
 
leafy bushes




•
 
a remote, leafy glade.










2.
 
(of a plant) producing or grown for its broad-bladed leaves




•
 
green leafy vegetables.










3.
 
resembling a leaf or leaves




•
 
a three-pointed leafy bract.














II.
 
derivatives





leafiness

 
/ˈlēfēnəs /






noun





















leafy spurge






noun




a perennial Eurasian herb that produces a flat-topped cluster of yellow bracts bearing small flowers. It is a noxious weed in prairie and grassland areas of the US, where it aggressively displaces native plants.

[
Euphorbia esula

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]













league1


 
/lēɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of people, countries, or groups that combine for a particular purpose, typically mutual protection or cooperation




•
 
the League of Nations.










2.
 
an agreement to combine for a particular purpose.




3.
 
a group of sports clubs that play each other over a period for a championship.




4.
 
the contest for the championship of a league




•
 
the year we won the league.










5.
 
a class or category of quality or excellence




•
 
the two men were 
not in the same league






•
 
Jack's in 
a league of his own

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join in a league or alliance




•
 
Oscar had 
leagued with

 other construction firms.














III.
 
phrases





in league






conspiring with another or others




•
 
he is 
in league with

 the devil.





















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a compact for mutual protection or advantage): via French from Italian 
lega

 , from 
legare

 ‘to bind,’ from Latin 
ligare

 .





league2


 
/lēɡ/





I.
 
noun




a former measure of distance by land, usually about three miles.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
leuga

 , 
leuca

 , late Greek 
leugē

 , or from Provençal 
lega

 (modern French 
lieue

 ).





League of Nations

 
/ˈˌlēɡ əv ˈnāSHənz/






an association of countries established in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles to promote international cooperation and achieve international peace and security. It was powerless to stop Italian, German, and Japanese expansionism leading to World War II and was replaced by the United Nations in 1945.









leaguer

 
/ˈlēɡər/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a member of a particular league, especially a sports player




•
 
minor leaguers in spring training.



















leak

 
/lēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a container or covering) accidentally lose or admit contents, especially liquid or gas, through a hole or crack




•
 
the roof leaked




•
 (as 
adj.

 
leaking

 )
 
a leaking gutter




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the drums were leaking an unidentified liquid.










2.
 
(of liquid, gas, etc.) pass in or out through a hole or crack by accident




•
 
water kept leaking in.










3.
 
(of secret information) become known




•
 
the news 
leaked out

 .










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — intentionally disclose (secret information)




•
 
who had a motive to leak the story?




•
 (as 
adj.

 
leaked

 )
 
a leaked government document.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hole in a container or covering through which contents, especially liquid or gas, may accidentally pass




•
 
I checked all of the pipes for leaks.










2.
 
the action of leaking accidentally




•
 
the leak of fluid may occur




•
 
a gas leak.










3.
 
an intentional disclosure of secret information




•
 
one of the employees was responsible for the leak.














III.
 
phrases





take a leak








‹informal›

 urinate.












IV.
 
derivatives





leaker

 
/ˈlēkər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Low German or Dutch origin and related to lack
 .





leakage

 
/ˈlēkij/






noun



1.
 
the accidental admission or escape of a fluid or gas through a hole or crack




•
 
we're saving water by reducing leakage




•
 
there have been no leakages of radioactive material.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the gradual escape of an electric charge or current, or magnetic flux.




3.
 
deliberate disclosure of confidential information.













Leakey

 
/ˈlēkē/





I.
 
the name of a family of Kenyan archaeologists and anthropologists.




II.
 


Louis (Seymour Bazett)

 (1903–72), born in Kenya of British parents. He pioneered the investigation of human origins in East Africa. In excavations at Olduvai Gorge, he and his wife discovered the remains of early hominids, including 
Australopithecus

 (or 
Zinjanthropus

 ) 
boisei

 , and their implements in 1959.




III.
 


Mary (Douglas)

 (1913–96), Louis's wife, born in England. She discovered 
Homo habilis

 and 
Homo erectus

 at Olduvai in 1960.




IV.
 


Richard (Erskine)

 (1944–), the son of Louis and Mary, born in Kenya. He was director of the Kenya Wildlife Service 1989–94 and is noted for his efforts against elephant poaching.









leakproof

 
/ˈlēkpro͞of/






adjective




designed or constructed to prevent leakage.













leaky

 
/ˈlēkē/





I.
 
adjective




having a leak or leaks




•
 
a leaky roof.














II.
 
derivatives





leakiness

 
/ˈlēkēnəs /






noun





















leal

 
/lēl/





I.
 
adjective






(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 loyal and honest




•
 
his leal duty to the King.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
leel

 , earlier form of 
loial

 (see loyal
 ).






lean1


 
/lēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be in or move into a sloping position




•
 
he leaned back in his chair.










2.
 
(
lean against/on

 )
 — incline from the perpendicular and rest for support on or against (something)




•
 
a man was leaning against the wall.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
lean something against/on

 )
 — cause something to rest on or against




•
 
he leaned his elbows on the table.














II.
 
noun




a deviation from the perpendicular; an inclination




•
 
the vehicle has a definite lean to the left.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
lean on





a.
 
rely on or derive support from




•
 
they have learned to lean on each other for support.










b.
 
put pressure on (someone) to act in a certain way




•
 
a determination not to allow the majority to lean on the minority.















2.
 
lean to/toward






incline or be partial to (a view or position)




•
 
I now lean toward sabotage as the cause of the crash.





















– origin

 Old English 
hleonian

 , 
hlinian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leunen

 and German 
lehnen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
inclinare

 and Greek 
klinein

 .





lean2


 
/lēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) thin, especially healthily so; having no superfluous fat




•
 
his lean, muscular body.










2.
 
(of meat) containing little fat




•
 
lean bacon.










3.
 
(of an industry or company) efficient and with no waste




•
 
he made leaner government a campaign theme.










4.
 
(of an activity or a period of time) offering little reward, substance, or nourishment; meager




•
 
the lean winter months




•
 
keep a small reserve to tide you over 
the lean years

 .










5.
 
(of a vaporized fuel mixture) having a high proportion of air




•
 
lean air-to-fuel ratios.














II.
 
noun




the lean part of meat.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
leanly






adverb













2.
 
leanness

 
/ˈlēnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlǣne

 , of Germanic origin.





Lean, Sir David

 
/lēn/






(1908–91), English movie director. His many movies include 
The Bridge on the River Kwai

 (1957), 
Lawrence of Arabia

 (1962), 
Doctor Zhivago

 (1965), and 
A Passage to India

 (1984).









lean-burn

 
/ˈlēnˌbərn/






adjective




of or relating to an internal combustion engine designed to run on a lean mixture to reduce pollution




•
 
lean-burn technology.



















Leander

 
/lēˈandər /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a young man, the lover of the priestess Hero. He was drowned swimming across the Hellespont to visit her.









leaning

 
/ˈlēniNG/






noun

 — (often 
leanings

 )


1.
 
a tendency or partiality of a particular kind




•
 
despite his liberal leanings, he had little sympathy for the individuals concerned.



















lean-to






noun



1.
 
a building sharing one wall with a larger building, and having a roof that leans against that wall


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a lean-to garage.










2.
 
a temporary shelter, either supported or freestanding.














leap

 
/lēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
jump or spring a long way, to a great height, or with great force




•
 
I leaped across the threshold




•
 


‹figurative›

 Fabia's heart leapt excitedly.










2.
 
move quickly and suddenly




•
 
Polly leapt to her feet.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jump across or over




•
 
a coyote leaped the fence.










4.
 
make a sudden rush to do something; act eagerly and suddenly




•
 
it was time for me to leap into action.










5.
 
(
leap at

 )
 — accept (an opportunity) eagerly




•
 
they leapt at the opportunity to combine fun with fund-raising.










6.
 
(of a price or figure) increase dramatically




•
 
sales leaped 40 percent during the Christmas season.










7.
 
(
leap out

 )
 — (especially of writing) be conspicuous; stand out




•
 
amid the notes, a couple of items leap out.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a forceful jump or quick movement




•
 
she came downstairs in a series of flying leaps.










2.
 
a dramatic increase in price, amount, etc.




•
 
a leap of 75 percent in two years.










3.
 
a sudden, abrupt change or transition




•
 
it doesn't take a great leap of imagination to recognize that you have held an important leadership role.










4.
 
(in place names) a thing to be leaped over or from




•
 
Lover's Leap.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a leap in the dark






a daring step or enterprise whose consequences are unpredictable.









2.
 
by (or in) leaps and bounds






with startlingly rapid progress




•
 
productivity improved in leaps and bounds.















3.
 
leap to the eye (or to mind)






be immediately apparent




•
 
one dire question leaped to our minds.















4.
 
leap to conclusions






see conclusion
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





leaper






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlēapan

 (verb), 
hlȳp

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lopen

 , German 
laufen

 (verb), and Dutch 
loop

 , German 
Lauf

 (noun), all meaning ‘run,’ also to lope
 .





leap day

 
/ˈlēp ˌdā/






noun




the intercalary day in a leap year; February 29.













leapfrog

 
/ˈlēpˌfrôɡ/





I.
 
noun




a game in which players in turn vault with parted legs over the backs of others who are bending down.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
with legs parted, vault oneself over the backs of others who are bending down




•
 
they leapfrogged around the courtyard.










2.
 
(of a person or group) surpass or overtake another to move into a leading or dominant position




•
 
she leapfrogged into a sales position.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass over (a stage or obstacle)




•
 
attempts to leapfrog the barriers of class.



















leap of faith





I.
 
noun




an act of believing in or attempting something whose existence or outcome cannot be proved




•
 
anyone investing in new media today has to make a leap of faith.




•
 
taking a leap of faith is something every entrepreneur must do.




•
 
to uproot these children now requires a leap of faith.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: translation of medieval Latin 
saltus fidei

 .





leap second

 
/ˈlēp ˌsekənd/






noun




a second that is occasionally inserted into the atomic scale of reckoning time in order to bring it into line with solar time. It is indicated by an additional beep in the time signal at the end of some years.













leap year

 
/ˈlēp ˌyi(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a year, occurring once every four years, that has 366 days including February 29 as an intercalary day.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from the fact that feast days after February in such a year fell two days later than in the previous year, rather than one day later as in other years, and could be said to have “leaped” a day.





Lear

 
/ˈlir/






a legendary early king of Britain, the central figure in Shakespeare's tragedy 
King Lear

 . He is mentioned by the chronicler Geoffrey of Monmouth.









Lear, Edward






(1812–88), English humorist and illustrator. He wrote 
A Book of Nonsense

 (1845) and 
Laughable Lyrics

 (1877). He published 
Illustrations of the Family of the Psittacidae

 (1832), as well as illustrated accounts of his travels around the Mediterranean.










learn

 
/lərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gain or acquire knowledge of or skill in (something) by study, experience, or being taught




•
 
they'd started learning French




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she is learning to play the piano




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we learn from experience.










2.
 
commit to memory




•
 
I'd learned too many grim poems in school.










3.
 
become aware of (something) by information or from observation


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I learned that they had eaten already




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the military 
learned of

 a plot to attack the presidential compound.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 teach (someone)




•
 
“That'll learn you,” he chuckled




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
we'll have to learn you to milk cows.














II.
 
phrases





learn one's lesson






see lesson
 .












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
learnability

 
/ˌlərnəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
learnable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
leornian

 ‘learn’ (in Middle English also ‘teach’), of West Germanic origin; related to German 
lernen

 , also to lore
 1
 . / 
usage:

 In modern standard English, it is wrong to use 
learn

 to mean 
teach

 , as in that'll 
learn

 you (correct use is that'll 
teach

 you). This meaning has been recorded since the 13th century and has been used by writers such as Spenser, Bunyan, and Samuel Johnson, but it fell into disfavor in the early 19th century and is now found only in nonstandard and dialect use.





learned

 
/ˈlərnəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having much knowledge acquired by study.




2.
 
showing, requiring, or characterized by learning; scholarly




•
 
an article in a learned journal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
learnedly

 
/ˈlərnədlē /






adverb













2.
 
learnedness

 
/-nidnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from learn
 , in the sense ‘teach.’





learned helplessness

 
/ˌlərnd ˈhelplisnəs/






noun






[Psychiatry]

 a condition in which a person suffers from a sense of powerlessness, arising from a traumatic event or persistent failure to succeed. It is thought to be one of the underlying causes of depression.













learner

 
/ˈlərnər/






noun




a person who is learning a subject or skill




•
 
a fast learner.



















learnfare

 
/ˈlərnfer/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a public assistance program in which attendance at school, college, or a training program is necessary to receive benefits.













learning

 
/ˈlərniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the acquisition of knowledge or skills through experience, study, or by being taught




•
 
these children experienced difficulties in learning




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an important learning process.










2.
 
knowledge acquired through experience, study, or being taught




•
 
I liked to parade my learning in front of my sisters.

















– origin

 Old English 
leornung

 (see learn
 , -ing
 1
 ).





learning curve

 
/ˈlərniNG ˌkərv/






noun




the rate of a person's progress in gaining experience or new skills




•
 
the latest software packages have a steep learning curve.




















learning disability

 
/ˈlərniNG ˈˌdisəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun




a condition giving rise to difficulties in acquiring knowledge and skills to the level expected of those of the same age, especially when not associated with a physical handicap.








II.
 
derivatives





learning-disabled






adjective



















usage:

 The phrase 
learning disability

 became prominent in the 1980s. It is broad in scope, covering general conditions such as Down syndrome as well as more specific cognitive or neurological conditions such as dyslexia and attention deficit disorder. In emphasizing the difficulty experienced rather than any perceived ‘deficiency,’ it is considered less discriminatory and more positive than other terms such as 
mentally handicapped

 , and is now the standard accepted term in official contexts. See also usage at handicapped
 .





Leary, Timothy

 
/ˈli(ə)rē/






(1920–96), US psychologist; full name 
Timothy Francis Leary

 . After experimenting with consciousness-altering drugs, including LSD, he was dismissed from his teaching job at Harvard University in 1963 and became a figurehead for the hippie drug culture.










lease

 
/lēs/





I.
 
noun




a contract by which one party conveys land, property, services, etc., to another for a specified time, usually in return for a periodic payment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant (property) on lease; let




•
 
she 
leased

 the site 
to

 a local company.










2.
 
take (property) on lease; rent




•
 
land was 
leased from

 the city.














III.
 
phrases





a new lease on life






a substantially improved chance to lead a happy or successful life.












IV.
 
derivatives





leasable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lais

 , 
leis

 , from 
lesser

 , 
laissier

 ‘let, leave,’ from Latin 
laxare

 ‘make loose,’ from 
laxus

 ‘loose, lax.’





leaseback

 
/ˈlēsˌbak/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the leasing of a property back to the vendor




•
 
leaseback agreements.




















leasehold

 
/ˈlēsˌhōld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the holding of property by lease




•
 
a form of leasehold




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
leasehold premises.







Often contrasted with freehold
 .




2.
 
a property held by lease.








II.
 
derivatives





leaseholder

 
/ˈlēsˌhōldər /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from lease
 , on the pattern of 
freehold

 .






leash

 
/lēSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strap or cord for restraining and guiding a dog or other animal.




2.
 


[Falconry]

 a thong or string attached to the jesses of a hawk, used for tying it to a perch or a creance.




3.
 
a restraint




•
 
her bristling temper was kept 
on a leash






•
 
the state needs to let business 
off the leash

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a leash on (a dog).




2.
 
restrain




•
 
his violence was barely leashed.














III.
 
phrases





strain at the leash






be eager to begin or do something.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lesse

 , 
laisse

 , from 
laissier

 in the specific sense ‘let run on a slack lead’ (see lease
 ).






least

 
/lēst/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun

 — (usu. 
the least

 )


1.
 
smallest in amount, extent, or significance


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
who has the least money?




•
 
he never had the least idea what to do about it




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
how others see me is 
the least of

 my worries




•
 
it's the least I can do.














II.
 
adverb




to the smallest extent or degree




•
 
my best number was the one I had practiced 
the least






•
 
turning up when he was least expected




•
 
only the least expensive lot sold




•
 
I never hid the truth, 
least of all

 from you.














III.
 
adjective




used in names of very small animals and plants, e.g., 
least shrew

 .








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at least





a.
 
not less than; at the minimum




•
 
clean the windows at least once a week.










b.
 
if nothing else (used to add a positive comment about a generally negative situation)




•
 
the options aren't complete, but at least they're a start.










c.
 
anyway (used to modify something just stated)




•
 
they seldom complained—officially at least.















2.
 
at the least (or very least)





a.
 
(used after amounts) not less than; at the minimum




•
 
stay ten days at the least.










b.
 
taking the most pessimistic or unfavorable view




•
 
a program that is, at the very least, excellent PR for the hospital.















3.
 
least said, soonest mended








‹proverb›

 a difficult situation will be resolved more quickly if there is no more discussion of it.









4.
 
not in the least






not in the smallest degree; not at all




•
 
he was not in the least taken aback.















5.
 
not least






in particular; notably




•
 
there is a great deal at stake, not least in relation to the environment.















6.
 
to say the least






used as an understatement (implying the reality is more extreme, usually worse)




•
 
his performance was disappointing to say the least.





















– origin

 Old English 
lǣst

 , 
lǣsest

 , of Germanic origin; related to less
 . / 
usage:

 On the punctuation of 
least

 in compound adjectives, see usage at well
 1
 .





least best






adjective




worst out of a group which are all desirable or of good quality




•
 
our best and least best engineers are leaving for fantastic offers.



















least common denominator






noun




another term for lowest common denominator
 .













least common multiple






noun




another term for lowest common multiple
 .













least significant bit

 
LSB






noun






[Computing]

 the bit in a binary number that is of the lowest numerical value.













least squares






noun




a method of estimating a quantity or fitting a graph to data so as to minimize the sum of the squares of the differences between the observed values and the estimated values.













leastways

 
/ˈlēstˌwāz /

 
leastwise






adverb






‹dialect›

 
‹informal›

 at least




•
 
there is no place like our home, leastways not this side of hell.



















least worst






adjective




best out of a group which are all undesirable or of poor quality




•
 
choosing the least worst option is your only escape.




















leather

 
/ˈleT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a material made from the skin of an animal by tanning or a similar process


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a leather jacket.










2.
 
a thing made of leather, in particular




3.
 
a piece of leather as a polishing cloth.




4.
 
short for stirrup leather
 .




5.
 
(
leathers

 )
 — leather clothes, especially those worn by a motorcyclist.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 beat or thrash (someone)




•
 
he caught me and leathered me black and blue




•
 (as 
noun

 
leathering

 )
 
go, before you get a leathering.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 strike or kick (a ball) very hard




•
 
neither woman is famed for her finesse—both prefer to leather the ball for all they are worth.

















– origin

 Old English 
lether

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leer

 and German 
Leder

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Irish 
leathar

 and Welsh 
lledr

 .





leatherback

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌbak /

 
leatherback turtle






noun




a very large black turtle with a thick leathery shell, living chiefly in tropical seas.

[
Dermochelys coriacea

 , the only member of the family 
Dermochelyidae

 .]













leather-bound

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌbound/






adjective




(especially of a book) covered or held together by leather.













leather carp






noun




a carp of a variety that lacks scales.













leathered

 
/ˈleT͟Hərd/






adjective



1.
 
covered or bound with leather




•
 
leathered tomes.










2.
 
wearing leather clothes




•
 
a group of leathered bikers




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
black-leathered punks.










3.
 
having a texture like leather; leathery




•
 
an aged man with leathered skin.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely drunk




•
 
we trawled the bars and clubs and got absolutely leathered.



















leatherette

 
/ˌleT͟Həˈret/






noun




imitation leather.













leather-hard

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌhärd/






adjective




(of unfired pottery) dried and hardened enough to be trimmed or decorated with slip but not hard enough to be fired.













leatherjacket

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌjakət/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of tough-skinned marine fishes, in particular

[● a fish of the jack family (
Carangidae

 ), in particular a slender fish of American coastal waters, with a greenish back and a bright yellow tail (
Oligoplites saurus

 ). ● a filefish or triggerfish (family 
Balistidae

 ).]




2.
 
the tough-skinned larva of a large crane fly. It lives in the soil, where it feeds on plant matter and can seriously damage the roots of grasses and crops.

[Genus 
Tipula

 , family 
Tipulidae

 .]













leatherleaf

 
/ˈleTHərˌlēf/






noun




a low-growing evergreen shrub of the heath family, found in north temperate regions.

[
Chamaedaphne calyculata

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]













leathern

 
/ˈleT͟Hərn/






adjective






‹archaic›

 made of leather.













leatherneck

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌnek/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a US marine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: with allusion to the leather lining inside the collar of a marine's uniform.





leatherwear

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌwer/






noun




articles of clothing made of leather.













leatherwood

 
/ˈleTHərˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
see titi
 2
 .




2.
 
a North American shrub with yellow flowers and very short leafstalks. Its tough, pliant bark was formerly used by American Indians for making baskets, fishing lines, and bowstrings.

[
Dirca palustris

 , family 
Thymelaeaceae

 .]













leatherwork

 
/ˈleT͟Hərˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
work or decoration done in leather.




2.
 
an article or articles made of leather.













leathery

 
/ˈleT͟H(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




having a tough, hard texture




•
 
brown, leathery skin.














II.
 
derivatives





leatheriness






noun






















leave1


 
/lēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go away from




•
 
she left New York on June 6




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we were almost the last to leave




•
 
the Bruins 
left for

 Toronto on Monday.










2.
 
depart from permanently




•
 
at the age of sixteen he left home.










3.
 
cease attending (a school or college) or working for (an organization)




•
 
she is leaving NBC after 20 years.










4.
 
allow to remain




•
 
the parts he disliked he would alter, and the parts he didn't dislike he'd leave.










5.
 
(
be left

 )
 — remain to be used or dealt with




•
 
we've even got one of the plum puddings 
left over

 from last year




•
 
a retired person with no mortgage left to pay.










6.
 
go away from a place without taking (someone or something)




•
 
we had not 
left

 any of our belongings 
behind






•
 


‹figurative›

 women had been 
left behind

 in the struggle for pay equality.










7.
 
abandon (a spouse or partner)




•
 
her boyfriend 
left

 her 
for

 another woman.










8.
 
have as (a surviving relative) after one's death




•
 
he leaves a wife and three children.










9.
 
bequeath




•
 
he left $500 to the Police Athletic League




•
 
Harry had left her $5,000 a year for life.










10.
 
cause (someone or something) to be in a particular state or position




•
 
he'll leave you in no doubt about what he thinks




•
 
I'll leave the door open




•
 
the children were 
left with

 feelings of loss.










11.
 
let (someone) do or deal with something without offering help or assistance




•
 
infected people are often rejected by family and friends, leaving them to face this chronic condition alone.










12.
 
cause to remain as a trace or record




•
 
dark fruit that would leave purple stains on the table napkins




•
 


‹figurative›

 they leave the impression that they can be bullied.










13.
 
deposit or entrust to be kept, collected, or attended to




•
 
she left a note for me.










14.
 
(
leave something to

 )
 — entrust a decision, choice, or action to (someone else, especially someone considered better qualified)




•
 
the choice of which link to take is generally 
left up to

 the reader.














II.
 
noun




(in pool, billiards, snooker, croquet, and other games) the position of the balls after a shot.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be left at the post






be beaten from the start of a race or competition.









2.
 
be left for dead






be abandoned as being almost dead or certain to die.









3.
 
be left to oneself





a.
 
be allowed to do what one wants




•
 
women, left to themselves, would make the world a beautiful place to live in.










b.
 
be in the position of being alone or solitary




•
 
left to himself, he removed his shirt and tie.















4.
 
leave someone/something alone






see alone
 .









5.
 
leave someone be






refrain from disturbing or interfering with someone.









6.
 
leave someone cold






fail to interest someone




•
 
the Romantic poets left him cold.















7.
 
leave hold of






cease holding.









8.
 
leave it at that






abstain from further comment or action




•
 
if you are not sure of the answers, say so, and leave it at that.















9.
 
leave much (or a lot) to be desired






be highly unsatisfactory.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
leave off





a.
 
discontinue (an activity)




•
 
the dog left off chasing the sheep.










b.
 
come to an end




•
 
he resumed the other story at the point where the previous author had left off.















2.
 
leave something off






omit to put on




•
 
a bolt may have been left off the plane's forward door during production.















3.
 
leave someone/something out






fail to include




•
 
it seemed unkind to leave Daisy out; so she was invited, too




•
 (as 
adj.

 
left out

 )
 
Janet was feeling rather left out.


















V.
 
derivatives





leaver






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lǣfan

 ‘bequeath,’ also ‘allow to remain, leave in place,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
bleiben

 ‘remain.’






leave2


 
/lēv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
leave of absence

 )
 — time when one has permission to be absent from work or from duty in the armed forces




•
 
Joe was home 
on leave






•
 
he took a leave of absence last year.










2.
 
[often with 
infinitive

 ]
 — permission




•
 
he is seeking leave to appeal the injunction.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by (or with) your leave






with your permission




•
 
with your leave, I will send him your address.















2.
 
take one's leave








‹formal›

 say goodbye




•
 
he went to 
take his leave of

 his hostess.















3.
 
take leave of one's senses






see sense
 .















– origin

 Old English 
lēaf

 ‘permission’; related to lief
 and love
 .





leave3


 
/lēv/






verb




put forth leaves.














leaved

 
/lēvd /

 
leafed






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a leaf or leaves of a particular kind or number




•
 
broadleaved evergreens




•
 
red-leafed lettuce.



















leaven

 
/ˈlevən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance, typically yeast, that is added to dough to make it ferment and rise.




2.
 
dough that is reserved from an earlier batch in order to start a later one fermenting.




3.
 
a pervasive influence that modifies something or transforms it for the better




•
 
they acted as an intellectual leaven to the warriors who dominated the city.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
leavened

 )
 — cause (dough or bread) to ferment and rise by adding leaven




•
 
leavened breads are forbidden during Passover.










2.
 
permeate and modify or transform (something) for the better




•
 
the proceedings should be leavened by humor




•
 (as 
noun

 
leavening

 )
 
underneath the frills and fuss there's a leavening of serious intent.














III.
 
derivatives





leavener






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
levain

 , based on Latin 
levamen

 ‘relief’ (literally ‘means of raising’), from 
levare

 ‘to lift.’





Leavenworth

 
/ˈlevənˌwərTH/






a city in northeastern Kansas, on the Missouri River, home to several prisons and also military facilities; pop. 34,729 (est. 2008).









leaves

 
/lēvz/






plural form of leaf
 .









leave-taking

 
/ˈlēv ˌtākiNG/






noun




an act of saying goodbye




•
 
the leave-taking was restrained, with none of her earlier displays of emotion.



















leavings

 
/ˈlēviNGz/






plural noun




things that have been left as worthless




•
 
she dropped her lunch leavings into the trash.



















Leawood

 
/ˈlēwo͝od/






a city in eastern Kansas, a southern suburb of Kansas City; pop. 31,342 (est. 2008).









Lebanese

 
/lebəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Lebanon or its people




•
 
a Lebanese restaurant.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Lebanon, or a person of Lebanese descent




•
 
he was not well known among ordinary Lebanese.



















Lebanon

 
/ˈlebəˌnən ˈlebəˌnän/





I.
 
a country in the Middle East, with a coastline on the Mediterranean Sea; pop. 4,017,100 (est. 2009); capital, Beirut; official language, Arabic.

Part of the Ottoman Empire from the early 16th century, Lebanon became a French mandate after World War I and achieved independence in 1943. Until the mid 1970s the country prospered, but conflict between the Christian and Muslim communities, the influx of Palestinian refugees, and repeated Middle Eastern wars destabilized the country. The first general elections in 20 years were held in 1992.




II.
 
an industrial city in southeastern Pennsylvania, in Pennsylvania Dutch country; pop. 24,097 (est. 2008).









Lebanon Mountains






a range of mountains in Lebanon that runs parallel to the Mediterranean coast. It rises to a height of 10,022 feet (3,087 m) at Qornet es Saouda and is separated from the Anti-Lebanon Mountains, on the border with Syria, by the Bekaa valley.









Lebensraum

 
/ˈlābənsˌroum, -bənz-/





I.
 
noun




the territory that a state or nation believes is needed for its natural development, especially associated with Nazi Germany.











– origin

 German, literally ‘living space’ (originally with reference to Germany).





lebkuchen

 
/ˈlābko͞oKHən/





I.
 
noun




a type of cookie with a cakelike texture, typically frosted and containing spices and honey.











– origin

 German 
Lebkuchen

 , from 
Kuchen

 ‘cake’; the origin of the first element is uncertain.





Leblanc, Nicolas

 
/ləˈbläNGk, -ˈbläN/






(1742–1806), French surgeon and chemist. He developed a process for making soda ash (sodium carbonate) from common salt, which enabled the large-scale manufacture of glass, soap, paper, and other chemicals.









Lebrun, Charles

 
/ləˈbrœN/






(1619–90), French painter, designer, and decorator.









Le Carré, John

 
/lə kaˈrā/






(1931–), English novelist; pseudonym of 
David John Moore Cornwell

 . His unromanticized and thoughtful spy novels, which often feature British agent George Smiley, include 
The Spy Who Came in from the Cold

 (1963), 
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy

 (1974), and 
A Most Wanted Man

 (2008).









lech

 
/leCH /

 

‹informal, derogatory›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lecher.




2.
 
a lecherous urge or desire




•
 
I think he has a kind of lech for you.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in a lecherous or lustful manner




•
 
businessmen leching after bimbos.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting a strong desire, particularly sexually): back-formation from lecher
 .





Le Chatelier's principle

 
/lə ˈSHädlˌyāz ˌprinsəpəl /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
a principle stating that if a constraint (such as a change in pressure, temperature, or concentration of a reactant) is applied to a system in equilibrium, the equilibrium will shift so as to tend to counteract the effect of the constraint.







– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Henri 
le Chatelier

 (1850–1936), French chemist.






lecher

 
/ˈleCHər/





I.
 
noun




a lecherous man.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lichiere

 , 
lecheor

 , from 
lechier

 ‘live in debauchery or gluttony,’ ultimately of West Germanic origin and related to lick
 .






lecherous

 
/ˈleCH(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing excessive or offensive sexual desire




•
 
she ignored his lecherous gaze.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lecherously

 
/ˈleCH(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
lecherousness

 
/ˈleCH(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lecheros

 , from 
lecheor

 (see lecher
 ).





lechery

 
/ˈleCH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




excessive or offensive sexual desire; lustfulness.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lecherie

 , from 
lecheor

 (see lecher
 ).





lechuguilla

 
/ˌleCHəˈɡēə/






noun




a succulent desert plant (
Agave lecheguilla

 ) of Mexico, with pointed basal leaves and a tall flower spike. It is a principal source of ixtle.













lechwe

 
/ˈleCHwē, -ˌwā/





I.
 
noun




a rough-coated grazing antelope with pointed hooves and long horns, found in swampy grassland in southern Africa and Sudan.

[Genus 
Kobus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : two species, in particular 
K. leche

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Setswana.






lecithin

 
/ˈlesəTHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance widely distributed in animal tissues, egg yolk, and some higher plants, consisting of phospholipids linked to choline.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
lekithos

 ‘egg yolk’ + -in
 1
 .





lecithinase

 
/ˈlesəTHiˌnās, -ˌnāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for phospholipase
 .













Leclanché cell

 
/ləˈklänSHā ˌsel/





I.
 
noun




a primary electrochemical cell having a zinc cathode in contact with zinc chloride, ammonium chloride (as a solution or a paste) as the electrolyte, and a carbon anode in contact with a mixture of manganese dioxide and carbon powder.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Georges 
Leclanché

 (1839–82), French chemist.





Le Corbusier

 
/lə ˌkôrbəˈzyā, -bYˈzyā/






(1887–1965), French architect and city planner, born in Switzerland; born 
Charles Édouard Jeanneret

 . A pioneer of the international style, he developed theories on functionalism, the use of new materials and industrial techniques, and a modular system of standard-sized units (Modulor).









lect.






abbreviation




lecture.













lectern

 
/ˈlektərn/





I.
 
noun




a tall stand with a sloping top to hold a book or notes, and from which someone, typically a preacher or lecturer, can read while standing up.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
letrun

 , from medieval Latin 
lectrum

 , from 
legere

 ‘to read.’





lectin

 
/ˈlektən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of proteins, chiefly of plant origin, that bind specifically to certain sugars and so cause agglutination of particular cell types.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
lect-

 ‘chosen’ (from the verb 
legere

 ) + -in
 1
 .






lection

 
/ˈlekSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a reading of a text found in a particular copy or edition.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘election’): from Latin 
lection-

 ‘choosing, reading,’ from the verb 
legere

 . The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





lectionary

 
/ˈlekSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun




a list or book of portions of the Bible appointed to be read at a church service.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
lectionarium

 , from Latin 
lect-

 ‘chosen, read,’ from the verb 
legere

 .





lector

 
/ˈlektər ˈlekˌtôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reader, especially someone who reads lessons in a church service.




2.
 
a lecturer, especially one employed in a foreign university to teach in their native language.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
lect-

 ‘read, chosen,’ from the verb 
legere

 .





lectr.






abbreviation




lecturer.













lecture

 
/ˈlek(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an educational talk to an audience, especially to students in a university or college.




2.
 
a long, serious speech, especially one given as a scolding or reprimand




•
 
the usual lecture on table manners.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliver an educational lecture or lectures




•
 
she was lecturing to her class of eighty students.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give a lecture to (a class or other audience)




•
 
he was lecturing future generations of health-service professionals.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — talk seriously or reprovingly to (someone)




•
 
don't lecture me!

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘reading, a text to read’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
lectura

 , from Latin 
lect-

 ‘read, chosen,’ from the verb 
legere

 .





lecturer

 
/ˈlek(t)SHərər/






noun



1.
 
a person who gives lectures, especially as a profession.




2.
 
a member of a college or university faculty, especially one without tenure or one that ranks below assistant professor.













lectureship

 
/ˈlek(t)SHərˌSHip/






noun




a post as a lecturer




•
 
a three-year lectureship in English literature.



















led

 
/led/






past and past participle of lead
 1
 .










LED

 
/ˌel ˌē ˈdē/






abbreviation




light-emitting diode, a semiconductor diode that glows when a voltage is applied.













Leda

 
/ˈlēdə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Tyndareus, king of Sparta. She was loved by Zeus, who visited her in the form of a swan; among her children were the Dioscuri, Helen, and Clytemnestra.









Ledbetter, Huddie

 
/ˈledˌbetər/






(1885–1949) US blues and folk singer and composer; known as 
Leadbelly

 . His many recordings include 
“Good Morning, Blues”

 (1940), and his compositions include 
“Good Night, Irene”

 (1943).









lede

 
/lēd /

 
lead





I.
 
noun






(US)

 the opening sentence or paragraph of a news article, summarizing the most important aspects of the story




•
 
the lede has been rewritten and the headline changed.














II.
 
phrases





bury the lede








(US)

 fail to emphasize the most important part of a story or account




•
 
one should always listen carefully to the president, as he has a tendency to bury the lede.





















– origin

 1950s: alteration of lead
 1
 , first used in instructions to printers, in order to distinguish the word from text to be printed.





lederhosen

 
/ˈlādərˌhōzən/





I.
 
plural noun




leather shorts with H-shaped suspenders, traditionally worn by men in Alpine regions such as Bavaria.











– origin

 from German, from 
Leder

 ‘leather’ + 
Hosen

 ‘trousers.’





ledge

 
/lej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow horizontal surface projecting from a wall, cliff, or other surface




•
 
he heaved himself up over a ledge.










2.
 
an underwater ridge, especially of rocks beneath the sea near the shore.




3.
 


[Mining]

 a stratum of metal- or ore-bearing rock; a vein of quartz or other mineral.








II.
 
derivatives





ledgy

 
/ˈlejē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a strip of wood or other material fixed across a door, gate, etc.): perhaps from an early form of lay
 1
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 16th cent.






ledger

 
/ˈlejər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book or other collection of financial accounts of a particular type




•
 
the total balance of the purchases ledger.










2.
 
a flat stone slab covering a grave.




3.
 
a horizontal scaffolding pole, parallel to the face of a building.











– origin

 late Middle English 
legger

 , 
ligger

 (denoting a large bible or breviary), probably from variants of lay
 1
 and lie
 1
 , influenced by Dutch 
legger

 and 
ligger

 . Current senses date from the 16th cent.






ledger line

 
/ˈlejər ˌlīn /

 
leger line






noun






[Music]

 a short line added for notes above or below the range of a staff.














lee

 
/lē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
shelter from wind or weather given by a neighboring object, especially nearby land




•
 
we pitch our tents in the lee of a rock.










2.
 
(also 
lee side

 )
 — the sheltered side; the side away from the wind




•
 
ducks were taking shelter on the lee of the island.







Contrasted with weather
 .











– origin

 Old English 
hlēo

 , 
hlēow

 ‘shelter,’ of Germanic origin; probably related to 
luke-

 in lukewarm
 .






Lee, Ann

 
/lē/






(1736–84) US religious leader; born in England; known as 
Mother Ann

 . A Shaker leader, she founded the first Shaker colony in the US at Watervliet, New York, in 1776.









Lee, Bruce






(1941–73), US actor; born 
Lee Yuen Kam

 . An expert in kung fu, he starred in a number of martial arts movies, such as 
Fists of Fury

 (1972) and 
Enter the Dragon

 (1973).









Lee, Francis Lightfoot






(1734–97) American statesman. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress 1775–79 and a signer of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.









Lee, Gypsy Rose






(1914–70), US striptease artist; born 
Rose Louise Hovick

 . In the 1930s, she became famous on Broadway for her sophisticated striptease act. Her autobiography, 
Gypsy

 (1957), was made into a movie in 1962.









Lee, Harper






(1926–), US novelist; full name 
Nelle Harper Lee

 . She won a Pulitzer Prize for her novel, 
To Kill a Mockingbird

 (1960), about the trial of a black man falsely charged with raping a white woman.









Lee, Henry






(1756–1818) American soldier and politician; known as 
Light-Horse Harry

 ; father of Robert E. Lee. A famed cavalry commander in the American Revolution, he became governor of Virginia 1792–95 and a member of the US House of Representatives 1799–1801.









Lee, Robert E.






(1807–70), Confederate general; full name 
Robert Edward Lee

 . He was the commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia for most of the Civil War. A noted tactician and strategist, his invasion of the North was repulsed at the Battle of Gettysburg (1863), and he surrendered in 1865.









Lee, Spike






(1957–), US filmmaker; born 
Shelton Jackson Lee

 . His work is noted for its treatment of controversial social issues. Movies for which he was writer, director, producer, and actor include 
She's Gotta Have It

 (1986), 
Do the Right Thing

 (1989), 
Mo' Better Blues

 (1990), 
Malcolm X

 (1992), 
Crooklyn

 (1994), and 
Summer of Sam

 (1998).









leeboard

 
/ˈlēbôrd/






noun




a plate or board fixed to the side of a flat-bottomed boat and let down into the water to reduce drift to the leeward side.













leech1


 
/lēCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aquatic or terrestrial annelid worm with suckers at both ends. Many species are bloodsucking parasites, especially of vertebrates, and others are predators.

[Class 
Hirudinea

 : many species. See also medicinal leech
 .]




2.
 
a person who extorts profit from or sponges on others




•
 
they are leeches feeding off the hardworking majority.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
habitually exploit or rely on




•
 
he's leeching off the kindness of others.

















– origin

 Old English 
lǣce

 , 
lȳce

 ; related to Middle Dutch 
lake

 , 
lieke

 .






leech2


 
/lēCH/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a doctor or healer.











– origin

 Old English 
lǣce

 , of Germanic origin.





leech3


 
/lēCH/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 the after or leeward edge of a fore-and-aft sail, the leeward edge of a spinnaker, or a vertical edge of a square sail.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish 
lik

 , Danish 
lig

 , denoting a rope sewn round the edge of a sail to stop the canvas from tearing.





leechcraft

 
/ˈlēCHˌkraft/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the art of healing.











– origin

 Old English 
lǣcecræft

 (see leech
 2
 , craft
 ).





Leeds

 
/lēdz/






an industrial city in northern England; pop. 441,100 (est. 2009). It developed as a wool town in the Middle Ages and became a clothing center during the Industrial Revolution.









Lee–Enfield

 
/ˌlē ˈenfēld /

 
Lee–Enfield rifle






noun




a bolt-action rifle of a type formerly used by the British army.













lee helm






noun






[Sailing]

 the tendency of a vessel to turn its bow to leeward.














leek

 
/lēk/





I.
 
noun




a plant related to the onion, with flat overlapping leaves forming an elongated cylindrical bulb that together with the leaf bases is eaten as a vegetable. It is used as a Welsh national emblem.

[
Allium porrum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
lēac

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
look

 and German 
Lauch

 .






leer

 
/lir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look or gaze in an unpleasant, malicious, or lascivious way




•
 
bystanders were leering at the nude painting




•
 (as 
adj.

 
leering

 )
 
every leering eye in the room was on her.














II.
 
noun




an unpleasant, malicious, or lascivious look.








III.
 
derivatives





leeringly

 
/ˈliriNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘look sideways or askance’): perhaps from obsolete 
leer

 ‘cheek,’ from Old English 
hlēor

 , as though the sense were ‘to glance over one's cheek.’





leery

 
/ˈlirē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 cautious or wary due to realistic suspicions




•
 
a city 
leery of

 gang violence.














II.
 
derivatives





leeriness






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete 
leer

 ‘looking askance,’ from leer
 + -y
 1
 .






lees

 
/lēz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the sediment of wine in the barrel.




2.
 
the most worthless part or parts of something




•
 
the lees of the Venetian underworld.

















– origin

 late Middle English: plural of obsolete 
lee

 in the same sense, from Old French 
lie

 , from medieval Latin 
liae

 (plural), of Gaulish origin.





lee shore

 
/ˈlē ˌSHô(ə)r/






noun




a shore lying on the leeward side of a ship (and onto which a ship could be blown in foul weather).













Lee's Summit

 
/ˌlēz ˈsəmit/






an industrial city in northwestern Missouri, southeast of Kansas City; pop. 84,208 (est. 2008).









leet1


 
/lēt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in England) a yearly or half-yearly court of record that the lords of certain manors held.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
lete

 or Anglo-Latin 
leta

 , of unknown origin.





leet2


 
/lēt /

 
leetspeak





I.
 
noun




an informal language or code used on the Internet, in which standard letters are often replaced by numerals or special characters.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
leet

 , representing a pronunciation of elite
 (+ -speak
 ).





Leeuwenhoek, Antoni van

 
/ˈlāvənˌho͞ok, ˈlāYən-/






(1632–1723), Dutch naturalist. He developed a lens for scientific purposes and was the first to observe bacteria, protozoa, and yeast. He accurately described red blood cells, capillaries, striated muscle fibers, spermatozoa, and the crystalline lens of the eye.










leeward

 
/ˈlēwərd ˈlo͞oərd/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




on or toward the side sheltered from the wind or toward which the wind is blowing; downwind


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the leeward side of the house




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
we pitched our tents 
leeward of

 a hill.







Contrasted with windward
 .








II.
 
noun




the side sheltered or away from the wind




•
 
the ship was drifting 
to leeward

 .



















Leeward Islands

 
/ˌlēwərd ˈīləndz/





I.
 
a group of islands in the Caribbean Sea that constitutes the northern part of the Lesser Antilles. The group includes Guadeloupe, Antigua, St. Kitts, and Montserrat.







– origin

 
Leeward

 with reference to the islands' situation further downwind (in terms of the prevailing southeasterly winds) than the Windward Islands.





lee wave






noun




a standing atmospheric wave generated on the sheltered side of a mountain by an air current passing over or around it, and often made visible by the formation of clouds.













leeway

 
/ˈlēˌwā/






noun



1.
 
the amount of freedom to move or act that is available




•
 
the government had several months' leeway to introduce reforms.










2.
 
margin of safety




•
 
there is little leeway if anything goes wrong.










3.
 
the sideways drift of a ship or an aircraft to leeward of the desired course




•
 
the leeway is only about 2°.



















left1


 
/left/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
on, toward, or relating to the side of a human body or of a thing that is to the west when the person or thing is facing north




•
 
her left eye




•
 
the left side of the road.










2.
 
of or relating to a person or group favoring liberal, socialist, or radical views




•
 
Left politics.







[see left wing
 .]








II.
 
adverb




on or to the left side




•
 
turn left here




•
 
keep left.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the left

 )
 — the left-hand part, side, or direction




•
 
a turn to the left




•
 (
one's left

 )
 
the general sat to his left.










2.
 
(in soccer or a similar sport) the left-hand half of the field when facing the opponents' goal




•
 
a free kick from the left.










3.
 
(
left

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 short for left field
 :




•
 
a sacrifice fly to left.










4.
 
the left wing of an army




•
 
a token attack on the Russian left.










5.
 
(often 
the Left

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group or party favoring liberal, socialist, or radical views




•
 
the Left is preparing to fight presidential elections




•
 
he is on the left of the party.










6.
 
a thing on the left-hand side or done with the left hand, in particular




7.
 
a left turn




•
 
take a left here.










8.
 
a road, entrance, etc., on the left




•
 
my road's the first left.










9.
 
a person's left fist, especially a boxer's




•
 
a dazzler with the left.










10.
 
a blow given with this




•
 
a left to the body.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
have two left feet






be clumsy or awkward.









2.
 
left, right, and center (also left and right or right and left)






on all sides




•
 
deals were being done left, right, and center.


















V.
 
derivatives





leftish

 
/ˈleftiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lyft

 , 
left

 ‘weak’ (the left-hand side being regarded as the weaker side of the body).





left2


 
/left/






past and past participle of leave
 1
 .









left bank






noun




the bank of a river on the left as one faces downstream.













Left Bank






a district of Paris, France, situated on the left bank of the Seine River, to the south of the river. It is an area noted for its intellectual and artistic life.









left brain





I.
 
noun




the left-hand side of the human brain, which is believed to be associated with linear and analytical thought.








II.
 
derivatives





left-brained

 
/ˈleft ˌbrānd /






adjective





















left-click

 
/ˌleftˈklik/






verb






[Computing]

 select an item in a graphical user interface by pressing the left-hand button of a mouse


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 


left-click on

 any of the thumbnails to see a photo




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
after making your choice, left-click the “Next” button.



















left coast

 
/ˌleft ˈkōst/






noun




the West Coast of the US, especially California




•
 
America's left coast should be on everyone's vacation list.



















left face






exclamation

 — (
left face!

 )


1.
 
(in military contexts) a command to turn 90 degrees to the left.














left field





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 the part of the outfield to the left of center field from the perspective of home plate




•
 
a high fly 
to left field

 .










2.
 
the position of the defensive player stationed in left field




•
 
I played left field a lot against him.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a surprising or unconventional position or style




•
 
seldom do so many witty touches come 
out of left field

 .










4.
 
a position of ignorance, error, or confusion




•
 
he's so far 
out in left field

 that even his followers are embarrassed.














II.
 
derivatives





left fielder






noun





















left-footed

 
/ˌleftˈfo͝odəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) using one's left foot more naturally than the right.




2.
 
(especially of a kick) done with a person's left foot




•
 
he drove a left-footed shot into the net.



















left hand





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hand of a person's left side.




2.
 
the region or direction on the left side of a person or thing




•
 
there was a vast forest on the left hand.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
on or toward the left side of a person or thing




•
 
his left-hand pocket.










2.
 
done with or using the left hand




•
 
an excellent left-hand catch.



















left-handed

 
/ˌleftˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) using the left hand more naturally than the right




•
 
a left-handed batter.










2.
 
(of a tool or item of equipment) made to be used with the left hand




•
 
left-handed golf clubs.










3.
 
made or performed with the left hand




•
 
my left-handed scrawl.










4.
 
turning to the left; toward the left, in particular




5.
 
(of a screw) advanced by turning counterclockwise.




6.
 


[Biology]

 (of a spiral shell or helix) sinistral.




7.
 
(of a racecourse) turning counterclockwise.




8.
 
perverse




•
 
we take a left-handed pleasure in our errors.










9.
 
(especially of a compliment) ambiguous.








II.
 
adverb




with the left hand




•
 
a significant number play the game left-handed.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
left-handedly






adverb













2.
 
left-handedness

 
/ˌleftˈhandədnəs /






noun





















left-hander






noun



1.
 
a left-handed person, especially a left-handed baseball pitcher.




2.
 
a blow struck with a person's left hand.













leftist

 
/ˈleftəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who supports the political views or policies of the left.








II.
 
adjective




supportive of the political views or policies of the left




•
 
leftist radicals.














III.
 
derivatives





leftism

 
/ˈlefˌtizəm /






noun





















left-leaning

 
/ˈleftˌlēniNG/






adjective




sympathetic to or tending toward the left in politics




•
 
a left-leaning professor.



















leftmost

 
/ˈlef(t)ˌmōst/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
farthest to the left




•
 
the leftmost edge of the screen.



















leftover

 
/ˈleftˌōvər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
leftovers

 )


1.
 
something, especially food, remaining after the rest has been used or consumed.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
remaining; surplus




•
 
yesterday's leftover bread.



















left turn






noun




a turn that brings a person's front to face the way their left side did before




•
 
take a left turn onto Paramus Road.



















leftward

 
/ˈlef(t)wərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the left.








II.
 
adjective




going toward or facing the left




•
 
they moved their eyes in a leftward direction.




















left wing

 
/ˈlef(t) ˈˌwiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the left wing

 )


1.
 
the liberal, socialist, or radical section of a political party or system.

[with reference to the National Assembly in France (1789–91), where the nobles sat to the president's right and the commons to the left.]




2.
 
the left side of a team on the field in soccer, rugby, and field hockey




•
 
his usual position on the left wing.










3.
 
the left side of an army




•
 
the Allied left wing.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
left-wing

 )


1.
 
liberal, socialist, or radical




•
 
left-wing activists.



















left-winger

 
/ˈleft ˈˌwiNGər ˈlef(t)ˈˌwiNGər/






noun



1.
 
a person who supports or belongs to the liberal, socialist, or radical section of a political party or system




•
 
the left-wingers blame the energy crisis on privatization.










2.
 
an attacking player on the left side of a team on the field in soccer, rugby, and field hockey




•
 
a skillful 26-year-old left-winger.



















lefty

 
/ˈleftē /

 
leftie






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a left-handed person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a leftist.














leg

 
/leɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the limbs on which a person or animal walks and stands




•
 
Adams broke his leg




•
 
he was off 
as fast as his legs would carry him






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a leg injury.










2.
 
a leg of an animal or bird as food




•
 
a roast leg of lamb.










3.
 
a part of a garment covering a leg or part of a leg




•
 
his trouser leg.










4.
 
(
legs

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to refer to the sustained popularity or success of a product or idea




•
 
some books have legs; others don't.










5.
 
each of the supports of a chair, table, or other piece of furniture




•
 
table legs.










6.
 
a long, thin support or prop




•
 
the house was set on legs.










7.
 
a section or stage of a journey or process




•
 
the return leg of his journey.










8.
 


[Sailing]

 a run made on a single tack.




9.
 
(in soccer and other sports) each of two games constituting a round of a competition.




10.
 
a section of a relay or other race done in stages




•
 
one leg of its race around the globe.










11.
 
a single game in a darts match.




12.
 
a branch of a forked object.




13.
 
(also 
leg side

 )
 — 

[Cricket]

 the half of the field (as divided lengthways through the pitch) away from which the batsman's feet are pointed when standing to receive the ball.

The opposite of off
 .




14.
 


‹archaic›

 an obeisance made by drawing back one leg and bending it while keeping the front leg straight.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
leg it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 travel by foot; walk.




2.
 
run away




•
 
he legged it after someone shouted at him.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 propel (a boat) through a tunnel on a canal by pushing with one's legs against the tunnel roof or sides.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
feel (or find) one's legs






become able to stand or walk.









2.
 
have (or get) a leg up on








(US)

 
‹informal›

 have (or get) an advantage over




•
 
he'd certainly have a leg up on the competition.















3.
 
leg up





a.
 
assistance in mounting a horse or high object




•
 


give me a leg up

 over the wall.










b.
 
help to improve one's position




•
 
the council is to provide a financial leg up for the club.















4.
 
not have (the) legs






(of a ball, especially in golf) not have sufficient momentum to reach the desired point.









5.
 
not have a leg to stand on






have no facts or sound reasons to support one's argument or justify one's actions.









6.
 
on one's last legs






near the end of life, usefulness, or existence




•
 
the foundry business was on its last legs.


















IV.
 
derivatives





legger






noun




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-legger

























– origin

 Middle English (superseding shank
 ): from Old Norse 
leggr

 (compare with Danish 
læg

 ‘calf (of the leg)’), of Germanic origin.





leg.






abbreviation



1.
 
legal.




2.
 
legate.




3.
 


[Music]

 legato.




4.
 
legend.




5.
 
legislation or legislative or legislature.













legacy

 
/ˈleɡəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of money or property left to someone in a will.




2.
 
a thing handed down by a predecessor




•
 
the 
legacy of

 centuries of neglect.














II.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 denoting software or hardware that has been superseded but is difficult to replace because of its wide use.











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting the function or office of a deputy, especially a papal legate): from Old French 
legacie

 , from medieval Latin 
legatia

 ‘legateship,’ from 
legatus

 ‘person delegated’ (see legate
 ).






legal

 
/ˈlēɡəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of, based on, or concerned with the law




•
 
the American legal system.










2.
 
appointed or required by the law




•
 
a legal requirement.










3.
 
of or relating to theological legalism.




4.
 


[Law]

 recognized by common or statutory law, as distinct from equity.




5.
 


(US)

 (of paper) measuring 8 ½ by 14 inches.




6.
 
permitted by law




•
 
he claimed that it had all been legal.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘to do with Mosaic law’): from French, or from Latin 
legalis

 , from 
lex

 , 
leg-

 ‘law.’ Compare with loyal
 .





legal advice






noun




professional advice provided by a lawyer




•
 
independent legal advice




•
 
he had a right to seek legal advice.



















legal age






noun




the age at which a person takes on the rights and responsibilities of an adult.













legal aid

 
/ˈˌlēɡəl ˈˌād/






noun




free legal advice or representation for a person who cannot afford it.













legal capacity

 
/ˈlēɡəl kəˈpasədē/






noun




a person's authority under law to engage in a particular undertaking or maintain a particular status.













legal clinic






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where one can obtain legal advice and assistance, paid for by legal aid.













legal eagle

 
/ˈlēɡəl ˌēɡəl /

 
legal beagle






noun






‹informal›

 a lawyer, especially one who is keen and astute.













legalese

 
/ˌlēɡəˈlēz/






noun






‹informal›

 the formal and technical language of legal documents that is often hard to understand.













legal fiction

 
/ˈlēɡəl ˈˌfikSHən/






noun




an assertion accepted as true, though probably fictitious, to achieve a particular goal in a legal matter.













legal holiday

 
/ˈˌlēɡəl ˈhäləˌdā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a public holiday established by law.













legalism

 
/ˈlēɡəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive adherence to law or formula.




2.
 


[Theology]

 dependence on moral law rather than on personal religious faith.








II.
 
derivatives





legalist

 
/ˈlēɡələst /






noun, adjective





















legalistic

 
/ˌlēɡəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
adhering excessively to law or formula




•
 
our conciliation process avoids an overly legalistic approach




•
 
narrow legalistic definitions.










2.
 


[Theology]

 concerning adherence to moral law rather than to personal religious faith




•
 
legalistic notions such as duty and obligation.














II.
 
derivatives





legalistically






adverb





















legality

 
/ləˈɡalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being in accordance with the law




•
 
documentation testifying to the legality of the arms sale.










2.
 
(
legalities

 )
 — obligations imposed by law.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
légalité

 or medieval Latin 
legalitas

 ‘relating to the law,’ from Latin 
legalis

 (see legal
 ).





legalization

 
/ˌlēɡələˈzāSHən ˌlēɡəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun




the action of making something that was previously illegal permissible by law




•
 
calls for the legalization of cannabis.



















legalize

 
/ˈlēɡəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something that was previously illegal) permissible by law




•
 
a measure legalizing gambling in Deadwood.



















legally

 
/ˈlēɡəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that conforms to or is permitted or required by the law




•
 
the weapons were purchased legally




•
 
the terms of the loan are legally binding.










2.
 
in terms of the law; from a legal viewpoint




•
 
this case is legally significant.



















legal pad






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ruled writing tablet, often yellow, that measures 8½ by 14 inches.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ruled pad of paper




•
 
premium legal pads with recycled paper, 5 x 8, white.



















legal person






noun






[Law]

 an individual, company, or other entity that has legal rights and is subject to obligations.













legal separation






noun



1.
 
an arrangement by which a couple remain married but live apart, following a court order.

Also called judicial separation
 .




2.
 
an arrangement by which a child lives apart from a natural parent and with the other natural parent or a foster parent, following a court order.













legal-size






adjective



1.
 
(of paper) measuring 8 ½ by 14 inches.




2.
 
designed to hold paper measuring 8 ½ by 14 inches.













legal tender

 
/ˈlēɡəl ˈtendər/






noun




coins or banknotes that must be accepted if offered in payment of a debt.














legate

 
/ˈleɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the clergy, especially a cardinal, representing the pope.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an ambassador or messenger.




3.
 
a general or governor of an ancient Roman province, or their deputy




•
 
the Roman legate of Syria.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
legateship

 
/ˈleɡətˌSHip /






noun













2.
 
legatine

 
/ˈleɡəˌtēn /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English, from Old French 
legat

 , from Latin 
legatus

 , past participle of 
legare

 ‘depute, delegate, bequeath.’





legate a latere

 
/ˌleɡid ä ˈlädəˌrā/





I.
 
noun




a papal legate of the highest class, with full powers.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from legate
 + Latin 
a latere

 ‘from the (pope's) side.’





legatee

 
/ˌleɡəˈtē/





I.
 
noun




a person who receives a legacy.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from 15th-cent. 
legate

 ‘bequeath’ (from Latin 
legare

 ‘delegate, bequeath’) + -ee
 .





legation

 
/ləˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diplomatic minister, especially one below the rank of ambassador, and their staff.




2.
 
the official residence of a diplomatic minister.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the position or office of legate; a legateship.




4.
 
the sending of a legate, especially a papal legate, on a mission.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the sending of a papal legate; also the mission itself): from Latin 
legatio(n-)

 , from 
legare

 ‘depute, delegate, bequeath.’






legato

 
/ləˈɡädō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 in a smooth, flowing manner, without breaks between notes.

Compare with staccato
 .








II.
 
noun




a piece or passage marked to be performed legato.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘bound.’





legator

 
/ləˈɡādər/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a testator, especially one who leaves a legacy.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
legat-

 ‘deputed, delegated, bequeathed,’ from the verb 
legare

 .






legend

 
/ˈlejənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traditional story sometimes popularly regarded as historical but unauthenticated




•
 
the legend of King Arthur




•
 
according to legend he banished all the snakes from Ireland.










2.
 
an extremely famous or notorious person, especially in a particular field




•
 
the man was 
a living legend






•
 
a Wall Street legend.










3.
 
an inscription, especially on a coin or medal.




4.
 
a caption




•
 
a picture of a tiger with the legend, “Go ahead, make my day.”










5.
 
the wording on a map or diagram explaining the symbols used




•
 
see legend under Fig. 1.










6.
 


‹historical›

 the story of a saint's life




•
 
the mosaics illustrate the legends of the saints.














II.
 
adjective




very well known




•
 
his speed and ferocity in attack were legend.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
legende

 , from medieval Latin 
legenda

 ‘things to be read,’ from Latin 
legere

 ‘read.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 17th cent.





legendary

 
/ˈlejənˌderē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, described in, or based on legends




•
 
a legendary British king of the 4th century.










2.
 
remarkable enough to be famous; very well known




•
 
her wisdom in matters of childbirth was legendary.














II.
 
derivatives





legendarily

 
/-ˌderəlē, ˌlejənˈde(ə)r- /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a collection of legends, especially of saints' lives): from medieval Latin 
legendarius

 , from 
legenda

 ‘things to be read’ (see legend
 ).





Léger, Fernand

 
/lāˈZHā/






(1881–1955), French painter. His works include the 
Contrast of Forms

 series (1913).









legerdemain

 
/ˈlejərdəˌmān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
skillful use of one's hands when performing conjuring tricks.




2.
 
deception; trickery.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
léger de main

 ‘dexterous,’ literally ‘light of hand.’





leger line

 
/ˈlejər ˌlīn/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 variant spelling of ledger line
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
leger

 , variant of ledger
 .





legged

 
/ˈleɡ(ə)d/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having legs of a specified kind or number




•
 
bare-legged women




•
 
a three-legged dog




•
 
a three-legged chair.










2.
 
(of a garment) having parts covering the legs of a specified kind




•
 
wide-legged trousers.




















leggings

 
/ˈleɡiNGz/






plural noun



1.
 
tight-fitting stretch pants, typically worn by women or girls.




2.
 
protective coverings for the legs.













leggy

 
/ˈleɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a woman) having attractively long legs




•
 
a leggy redhead.










2.
 
long-legged




•
 
a leggy type of collie.










3.
 
(of a plant) having an excessively long and straggly stem




•
 
tulips may grow tall and leggy.














II.
 
derivatives





legginess

 
/ˈleɡēnəs /






noun





















leghold trap

 
/ˈleɡhōld ˌtrap/






noun




a type of trap with a mechanism that catches and holds an animal by one of its legs.













leghorn

 
/ˈleɡhôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine plaited straw.




2.
 
(also 
leghorn hat

 )
 — a hat made of this.




3.
 
(
Leghorn

 )
 — a chicken of a small hardy breed.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: anglicized from the Italian name 
Leghorno

 (now Livorno
 ), from where the straw and fowls were imported.






Leghorn

 
/ˈleɡhôrn/






another name for Livorno
 .









legibility

 
/ˌlejəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being clear enough to read




•
 
we've increased the type size for greater legibility.



















legible

 
/ˈlejəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of handwriting or print) clear enough to read




•
 
the original typescript is scarcely legible.














II.
 
derivatives





legibly

 
/ˈlejəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
legibilis

 , from 
legere

 ‘to read.’






legion

 
/ˈlējən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of 3,000–6,000 men in the ancient Roman army.




2.
 
(
the Legion

 )
 — the Foreign Legion.




3.
 
(
the Legion

 )
 — any of the national associations of former servicemen and servicewomen instituted after World War I, such as the American Legion.




4.
 
(
a legion/legions of

 )
 — a vast host, multitude, or number of people or things




•
 
legions of photographers and TV cameras.














II.
 
adjective




great in number




•
 
her fans are legion.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
legion-

 , from 
legere

 ‘choose, levy.’ The adjective dates from the late 17th cent., in early use often in the phrase 
my, their, etc., name is legion

 , i.e., ‘we, they, etc., are many’ (Mark 5:9).





legionary

 
/ˈlējəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun




a soldier in a Roman legion.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of an ancient Roman legion




•
 
the legionary fortress of Isca.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
legionarius

 , from 
legio(n-)

 (see legion
 ).





legioned

 
/ˈlējənd/






adjective






‹literary›

 arrayed in legions.














legionella

 
/ˌlējəˈnelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the bacterium that causes legionnaires' disease, flourishing in air conditioning and central heating systems.

[
Legionella pneumophila

 , a motile, aerobic, rod-shaped (or filamentous) Gram-negative bacterium.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 legionnaires' disease.











– origin

 1970s: modern Latin, from legion
 + the diminutive suffix 
-ella

 .





legionnaire

 
/ˌlējəˈner/





I.
 
noun




a member of a legion, in particular an ancient Roman legion or the French Foreign Legion.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
légionnaire

 , from 
légion

 ‘legion,’ from Latin 
legio

 (see legion
 ).





legionnaires' disease

 
/ˈlējəˌne(ə)rz dəˌzēz/






noun




a form of bacterial pneumonia first identified after an outbreak at an American Legion meeting in 1976. It is spread chiefly by water droplets through air conditioning and similar systems.

See also legionella
 .













Legion of Honor





I.
 
a French order of distinction founded in 1802.







– origin

 translation of French 
Légion d'honneur

 .





Legion of Merit






noun




a US military decoration, ranking below the Silver Star and above the Distinguished Flying Cross, awarded for exceptional performance of services to the US.













leg iron

 
/leɡ ˈī(ə)rn/






noun

 — (usu. 
leg irons

 )


1.
 
a metal band or chain placed around a prisoner's ankle as a restraint.













legis.






abbreviation



1.
 
legislation.




2.
 
legislative.




3.
 
legislature.













legislate

 
/ˈlejəˌslāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or enact laws




•
 
he didn't want to name anyone to the Court who would legislate from the bench.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover, affect, or create by making or enacting laws




•
 
Congress must legislate strong new laws.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: back-formation from legislation
 .






legislation

 
/ˌlejəˈslāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




laws, considered collectively




•
 
tax legislation.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the enactment of laws): from late Latin 
legis latio(n-)

 , literally ‘proposing of a law,’ from 
lex

 ‘law’ and 
latus

 ‘raised’ (past participle of 
tollere

 ).






legislative

 
/ˈlejəˌslādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the power to make laws




•
 
the country's supreme legislative body.










2.
 
of or relating to laws or the making of them




•
 
legislative proposals.







Often contrasted with executive
 .




3.
 
of or relating to a legislature




•
 
legislative elections.














II.
 
derivatives





legislatively






adverb





















legislator

 
/ˈlejəˌslādər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes laws; a member of a legislative body.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
legis lator

 , literally ‘proposer of a law,’ from 
lex

 ‘law’ and 
lator

 ‘proposer, mover’ (see also legislation
 ).





legislature

 
/ˈlejəˌslāCHər/





I.
 
noun




the legislative body of a country or state.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from legislation
 , on the pattern of 
judicature

 .





legit

 
/liˈjit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 legal; conforming to the rules




•
 
is this car legit?










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) not engaging in illegal activity or attempting to deceive; honest




•
 
to see if he's legit, I call up the business.














II.
 
phrases





go legit








‹informal›

 begin to behave honestly after a period of illegal activity.















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of legitimate
 .






legitimate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ləˈjidəmət /



1.
 
conforming to the law or to rules




•
 
his claims to legitimate authority.










2.
 
able to be defended with logic or justification




•
 
a legitimate excuse for being late.










3.
 
(of a child) born of parents lawfully married to each other.




4.
 
(of a sovereign) having a title based on strict hereditary right




•
 
the last legitimate Anglo-Saxon king.










5.
 
constituting or relating to serious drama as distinct from musical comedy, revue, etc.




•
 
the legitimate theater.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ləˈjidəmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make legitimate; justify or make lawful




•
 
the regime was not legitimated by popular support.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
legitimacy

 
/ləˈjidəməsē /






noun













2.
 
legitimation

 
/ləˌjidəˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
legitimatize

 
/ləˈjidəməˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘born of parents lawfully married to each other’): from medieval Latin 
legitimatus

 ‘made legal,’ from the verb 
legitimare

 , from Latin 
legitimus

 ‘lawful,’ from 
lex

 , 
leg-

 ‘law.’





legitimately

 
/ləˈjidəmətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that conforms to the law or to rules




•
 
they can prove that the funds were acquired legitimately




•
 
a legitimately elected government.










2.
 
in a way that can be defended with logic or justification; fairly




•
 
nobody can legitimately argue that he didn't pay his dues




•
 
consumers could legitimately claim to have been misled.



















legitimism

 
/ləˈjidəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun




support for a ruler whose claim to a throne is based on direct descent.








II.
 
derivatives





legitimist

 
/ləˈjidəməst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
légitimisme

 , from 
légitime

 , from Latin 
legitimus

 (see legitimate
 ).





legitimize

 
/ləˈjidəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make legitimate




•
 
voters legitimize the government through the election of public officials.














II.
 
derivatives





legitimization

 
/ləˌjidəməˈzāSH(ə)n ləˌjidəˌmīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















legless lizard

 
/ˌleɡləs ˈlizərd/






noun




a lizard that lacks legs and has a snakelike or wormlike appearance, in particular

[● an Australian lizard of a group that includes the scalyfoots (several genera in the family 
Pygopodidae

 ). ● a North American lizard of California and Baja California (genus 
Anniella

 , family 
Anniellidae

 ).]













legman

 
/ˈleɡman/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a reporter whose job it is to gather information about news stories at the scene of the event or from an original source.




2.
 
a person employed to do simple tasks such as running errands or collecting information from outside their workplace.













Lego

 
/ˈleɡō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a construction toy consisting of interlocking plastic building blocks.











– origin

 1950s: from Danish 
leg godt

 ‘play well,’ from 
lege

 ‘to play.’





leg-of-mutton sleeve

 
/leɡ əv ə ˈmətn slēv/






noun




a sleeve that is full and loose on the upper arm but close-fitting on the forearm and wrist.













leg-pull

 
/ˈleɡ ˌpo͝ol/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a trick or practical joke.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
leg-puller






noun













2.
 
leg-pulling

 
/ˈleɡ ˌpo͝oliNG /






noun





















leg rest






noun




a support for a seated person's leg.













legroom

 
/ˈleɡˌro͞om ˈleɡˌro͝om/






noun




space where a seated person can put their legs.













leg-rope






noun



1.
 
(in surfing) a rope attached to a surfboard and tied to the surfer's ankle to prevent the board being washed away by the surf.




2.
 
a rope secured to a horse's leg, used to prepare the horse for a rider.













leg show






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a theatrical production in which dancing girls display their legs.













Le Guin, Ursula

 
/lə ˈɡwin/






(1929–), US writer; full name 
Ursula Kroeber Le Guin

 . Her science fiction includes five 
Earthsea

 novels for children (1968–2001) and the Hainish Cycle novels, which include 
Rocannon's World

 (1966) and 
The Left Hand of Darkness

 (1969).










legume

 
/ˈleɡˌyo͞om ləˈɡyo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leguminous plant (member of the pea family), especially one grown as a crop.




2.
 
a seed, pod, or other edible part of a leguminous plant used as food.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the long seedpod of a leguminous plant.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the edible portion of the plant): from French 
légume

 , from Latin 
legumen

 , from 
legere

 ‘to pick’ (because the fruit may be picked by hand).





leguminous

 
/ləˈɡyo͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the pea family (
Leguminosae

 ). They have seeds in pods, distinctive flowers, and typically root nodules containing symbiotic bacteria able to fix nitrogen.

Compare with papilionaceous
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to pulses’): from medieval Latin 
leguminosus

 , from 
legumen

 (see legume
 ).





leg warmers

 
/ˈleɡ ˌwôrmərz/






plural noun




a pair of tubular knitted garments designed to cover the leg from ankle to knee or thigh, especially worn by dancers during rehearsal.













legwork

 
/ˈleɡˌwərk/






noun




work that involves much traveling to collect information, especially when such work is difficult but boring.













Lehár, Franz

 
/ˈlāˌhär/






(1870–1948), Hungarian composer; full name 
Franz Ferencz Lehár

 . He is known for his operettas, of which the best-known is 
The Merry Widow

 (1905).









Le Havre

 
/lə ˈhäv(rə)/






a port in northern France, on the English Channel at the mouth of the Seine River; pop. 185,311 (2006).









Lehigh River

 
/ləˌhī ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 103 miles (166 km) through eastern Pennsylvania to the Delaware River. Bethlehem and Allentown are among its centers.









Lehmann, Lotte

 
/ˈlāmən/






(1888–1976), US lyric soprano; born in Germany. She was known for her interpretations of Strauss and other great composers.









Lehrer, Jim

 
/ˈle(ə)rər/






(1934–), US television journalist; full name 
James Charles Lehrer

 . Since 1995 he has anchored the PBS news hour that he had coanchored with Robert MacNeil from 1975.









lei1


 
/lā/





I.
 
noun




a Polynesian garland of flowers.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





lei2


 
/lā/






plural form of leu
 .









Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm

 
/ˈlībˌnits, ˈlīp-/





I.
 
(1646–1716), German rationalist philosopher, mathematician, and logician. He argued that the world is composed of single units (monads) and also devised a method of calculus independently of Newton.




II.
 
derivatives





Leibnizian

 
/lībˈnitsēən /






adjective, noun





















Leibovitz, Annie

 
/ˈlēbəˌvits/






(1949–), US photographer. She was chief photographer of 
Rolling Stone

 magazine 1973–83 before moving to 
Vanity Fair

 . She has produced portraits of many celebrities and has had numerous exhibitions, including that at the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery in Washington, DC, in 1991.









Leicester1


 
/ˈlestər/






a city in central England, on the Soar River; pop. 294,900 (est. 2009).









Leicester2


 
/ˈlestər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Red Leicester

 )
 — a kind of mild, firm cheese, typically orange-colored and originally made in Leicestershire.




2.
 
(also 
Border Leicester

 )
 — a sheep of a breed often crossed with other breeds to produce lambs for the meat industry.




3.
 
(also 
Blue-faced Leicester

 )
 — a sheep of a breed similar to the Border Leicester, but with finer wool and a darker face.













Leicester, Earl of






see Dudley, Robert
 .









Leicestershire

 
/ˈlestərSHər ˈlestərˌSHir/






a county in central England; county town, Leicester.










Leiden

 
/ˈlīdn, ˈlādn /

 
Leyden






a city in the western Netherlands, 9 miles (15 km) northeast of The Hague; pop. 116,878 (2008).









Leigh, Janet

 
/lē/






(1927–2004), US actress. Best known for her role in Alfred Hitchcock's 
Psycho

 (1960), she appeared in more than fifty other films, including 
Little Women

 (1949) and 
The Manchurian Candidate

 (1962).









Leigh, Vivien






(1913–67), British actress, born in India; born 
Vivian Mary Hartley

 . She won Academy Awards for her performances in 
Gone with the Wind

 (1939) and 
A Streetcar Named Desire

 (1951). She was married to Laurence Olivier from 1940 to 1961.









Leinster

 
/ˈlenstər/






a province of the Republic of Ireland, in the southeastern part of the country.










leiothrix

 
/ˈlīōˌTHriks/





I.
 
noun




an Asian bird of the babbler family, with orange-yellow underparts and a melodious song, popular as a pet bird. Also called 
Pekin robin

 , 
red-billed leiothrix

 .

[
Leiothrix lutea

 , family 
Timaliidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
leios

 ‘smooth’ + 
thrix

 ‘hair.’





Leipzig

 
/ˈlīpsiɡ ˈlīpziɡ/






an industrial city in east central Germany; pop. 506,600 (est. 2006).









leishmania

 
/lēSHˈmānēə, -ˈmanēə/





I.
 
noun




a single-celled parasitic protozoan that spends part of its life cycle in the gut of a sandfly and part in the blood and other tissues of a vertebrate.

[Genus 
Leishmania

 , phylum 
Kinetoplastida

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of William B. 
Leishman

 (1856–1926), British pathologist.





leishmaniasis

 
/ˌlēSHməˈnīəsəs/






noun




a tropical and subtropical disease caused by leishmania and transmitted by the bite of sandflies. It affects either the skin or the internal organs.













leister

 
/ˈlēstər/





I.
 
noun




a pronged spear used for catching fish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spear (a fish) with a leister.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old Norse 
ljóstr

 , from 
ljósta

 ‘to strike.’





leisure

 
/ˈlēZHər ˈleZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
free time.




2.
 
use of free time for enjoyment




•
 
increased opportunities for leisure




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
leisure activities.










3.
 
(
leisure for/to do something

 )
 — opportunity afforded by free time to do something




•
 
writers with enough leisure to practice their art.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at leisure





a.
 
not occupied; free




•
 
the rest of the day can be spent at leisure.










b.
 
in an unhurried manner




•
 
the poems were left for others to read at leisure.















2.
 
at one's leisure






at one's ease or convenience.









3.
 
lady (or man or gentleman) of leisure






a woman or man of independent means or whose time is free from obligations to others.









4.
 
leisure class






a social class that is independently wealthy or has much leisure.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
leisir

 , based on Latin 
licere

 ‘be allowed.’





leisured

 
/ˈlēZHərd ˈleZHərd/






adjective



1.
 
having ample leisure, especially through being rich




•
 
the leisured classes.










2.
 
leisurely




•
 
a new, more leisured lifestyle.



















leisurely

 
/ˈlēZHərlē ˈleZHərlē/





I.
 
adjective




acting or done at leisure; unhurried or relaxed




•
 
a leisurely breakfast at our hotel.














II.
 
adverb




without hurry




•
 
couples strolled leisurely along.














III.
 
derivatives





leisureliness

 
/ˈlēZHərlēnis ˈleZHərlēnis /






noun





















leisure suit

 
//






noun




a man's casual suit, consisting of pants and a matching shirtlike jacket, often in pastel colors.













leisurewear

 
/ˈlēZHərˌwer ˈleZHərˌwer/






noun




casual clothes designed to be worn for leisure activities, particularly sweatsuits and other sportswear.













leitmotif

 
/ˈlītmōˌtēf /

 
leitmotiv





I.
 
noun




a recurrent theme throughout a musical or literary composition, associated with a particular person, idea, or situation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Leitmotiv

 , from 
leit-

 ‘leading’ (from 
leiten

 ‘to lead’) + 
Motiv

 ‘motive.’





Leitrim

 
/ˈlētrəm/






a county of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Connacht.









lek1


 
/lek/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Albania, equal to 100 qindarkas.











– origin

 Albanian.





lek2






I.
 
noun




a patch of ground used for communal display in the breeding season by the males of certain birds and mammals, especially black grouse. Each male defends a small territory in order to attract females for mating.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
lekking

 )


1.
 
take part in a communal breeding display on a lek




•
 
antelopes mate in lekking grounds.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from Swedish 
leka

 ‘to play.’





LEM

 
/lem/






abbreviation




lunar excursion module.













leman

 
/ˈlemən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a lover or sweetheart.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an illicit lover, especially a mistress.











– origin

 Middle English 
lēofman

 , from 
lēof

 (see lief
 ) + man
 .





Le Mans

 
/lə ˈmänz/






an industrial city in northwestern France; pop. 148,169 (2006). It is the site of a race car track on which a 24-hour endurance race, established in 1923, is held each summer.









LeMay, Curtis Emerson

 
/lə ˈmā/






(1906–90), US air force officer; full name 
Curtis Emerson LeMay

 ; known as 
Old Iron Pants

 . During World War II, he conducting a massive bombing campaign against Japan. After directing the Berlin Airlift in 1948, he was the commanding general of the US Strategic Air Command 1948–57 and Air Force chief of staff 1961–65.










Lemberg

 
/ˈlembərɡ, -bərk/






German name for Lviv
 .









Lemieux, Mario

 
/ləˈmyo͞o, ləˈmyœ/






(1965–), Canadian hockey player. He played for the Pittsburgh Penguins 1984–97. Hockey Hall of Fame (1997).









lemma1


 
/ˈlemə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subsidiary or intermediate theorem in an argument or proof.




2.
 
a heading indicating the subject or argument of a literary composition, an annotation, or a dictionary entry.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
lēmma

 ‘something assumed’; derived from 
lambanein

 ‘take.’






lemma2


 
/ˈlemə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the lower bract of the floret of a grass.

Compare with palea
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting the husk or shell of a fruit): from Greek, from 
lepein

 ‘to peel.’





lemmatize

 
/ˈleməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sort words by grouping inflected or variant forms of the same word.








II.
 
derivatives





lemmatization

 
/ˌlemədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌleməˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















lemme

 
/ˈlemē/






contraction






‹informal›

 let me




•
 
lemme ask you something.



















lemming

 
/ˈlemiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, short-tailed, thickset rodent related to the voles, found in the Arctic tundra.

[
Lemmus

 , 
Dicrostonyx

 , and other genera, family 
Muridae

 : several species, in particular the 
Norway lemming

 (
L. lemmus

 ), noted for its fluctuating populations and periodic mass migrations, which in popular belief sometimes culminate in the animals jumping off cliffs into the sea.]




2.
 
a person who unthinkingly joins a mass movement, especially a headlong rush to destruction




•
 
the flailings of the lemmings on Wall Street.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Norwegian and Danish; related to Old Norse 
lómundr

 .





Lemmon, Jack

 
/ˈlemən/






(1925–2001), US actor; born 
John Uhler Lemmon III

 . Acclaimed for both comedy and drama, he appeared in such movies as 
Mr. Roberts

 (1955), 
Some Like It Hot

 (1959), 
The Apartment

 (1960), 
The Odd Couple

 (1968), and 
Save the Tiger

 (1973).









Lemnitzer, Lyman

 
/ˈlemˌnitsər/






(1899–1988) US army officer; full name 
Lyman Louis Lemnitzer

 . He played a key role in the Allied invasions of Africa in World War II and in the negotiated surrender of Italy. Later he served as commander of UN forces in Korea 1955–57, as chairman of the US joint chiefs of staff 1960–62, and as supreme allied commander in Europe 1962–69.










Lemnos

 
/ˈlemˌnäs, ˈlemnəs/






a Greek island in the northern Aegean Sea.

Greek name Límnos
 .










lemon

 
/ˈlemən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellow, oval citrus fruit with thick skin and fragrant, acidic juice.




2.
 
a drink made from or flavored with lemon juice




•
 
a port and lemon




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
lemon tea.










3.
 
(also 
lemon tree

 )
 — the evergreen citrus tree that produces the lemon, widely cultivated in warm climates.

[
Citrus limon

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]




4.
 
a pale yellow color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
lemon yellow




•
 
a lemon T-shirt.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing, especially an automobile, regarded as unsatisfactory, disappointing, or feeble.








II.
 
derivatives





lemony

 
/ˈlemənē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
limon

 (in modern French denoting a lime) from Arabic 
līmūn

 (a collective term for fruits of this kind); compare with lime
 2
 .






lemonade

 
/ˌleməˈnād/





I.
 
noun




a drink made from lemon juice and sweetened water.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
limonade

 , from 
limon

 ‘lemon.’





lemon curd

 
/ˈlemən ˌkərd/






noun




a preserve with a thick consistency made from lemons, butter, eggs, and sugar.













LeMond, Greg

 
/ləˈmôn(d)/






(1961–), US cyclist; full name 
Gregory James LeMond

 . In 1986, he became the first American to win the Tour de France bicycle race, a feat he repeated in 1989 and 1990.









lemon drop

 
/ˈlemən ˌdräp/






noun




a yellow, lemon-flavored hard candy.













lemon geranium






noun




a pelargonium that contains aromatic oil that smells of lemon.

[
Pelargonium crispum

 , family 
Geraniaceae

 .]














lemongrass

 
/ˈlemənˌɡras /

 
lemon grass






noun




a fragrant tropical grass that yields an oil that smells lemon. It is widely used in Asian cooking and in perfumery and medicine.

[
Cymbopogon citratus

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]














lemon sole

 
/ˈlemən ˈˌsōl/





I.
 
noun




a common European flatfish of the plaice family. It is an important food fish.

[
Microstomus kitt

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
lemon

 from French 
limande

 , of unknown origin.





lemon thyme






noun




thyme of a hybrid variety having lemon-scented leaves.

[
Thymus

 × 
citriodorus

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













lemon verbena






noun




a South American shrub of the verbena family, with lemon-scented leaves that are used as flavoring and to make a sedative tea.

[
Aloysia triphylla

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 .]













lemonwood

 
/ˈlemənˌwo͝od/






noun




the light-colored wood of any of several tropical American trees, especially the Cuban 
Calycophyllum candidissimum

 of the madder family (
Rubiaceae

 ).













lempira

 
/ˌlemˈpirə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Honduras, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 named after 
Lempira

 , a 16th-cent. Indian chieftain who opposed the Spanish conquest of Honduras.





lemur

 
/ˈlēmər/





I.
 
noun




an arboreal primate with a pointed snout and typically a long tail, found only in Madagascar.

Compare with flying lemur
 . [
Lemuridae

 and other families, suborder 
Prosimii

 ; includes also the sifaka, indri, and aye-aye.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
lemures

 (plural) ‘spirits of the dead’ (from its specterlike face).





lemures

 
/ˌleməˈrās/






plural noun




the family spirits of the dead in ancient Rome, considered frightening or troublesome, that must be exorcised or appeased through certain household rituals.













Lena

 
/ˈlānə/






a river in Siberia, Russia, that rises in the mountains on the western shore of Lake Baikal and flows for 2,750 miles (4,400 km) into the Laptev Sea. It is noted for the goldfields in its basin.










lend

 
/lend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant to (someone) the use of (something) on the understanding that it shall be returned




•
 
Stewart asked me to lend him my car




•
 
the pictures were lent to each museum in turn.










2.
 
allow (a person or organization) the use of (a sum of money) under an agreement to pay it back later, typically with interest




•
 
no one would lend him the money




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the bank lends only to its current customers




•
 (as 
noun

 
lending

 )
 
balance sheets weakened by unwise lending.










3.
 
contribute or add (something, especially a quality) to




•
 
the smile lent his face a boyish charm.










4.
 
(
lend oneself to

 )
 — accommodate or adapt oneself to




•
 
John stiffly lent himself to her enthusiastic embraces.










5.
 
(
lend itself to

 )
 — (of a thing) be suitable for




•
 
bay windows lend themselves to blinds.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
lend an ear (or one's ears)






listen sympathetically or attentively




•
 
the Samaritans lend their ears to those in crisis.















2.
 
lend a hand (or a helping hand)






see give a hand
 at hand
 .









3.
 
lend one's name to






allow oneself to be publicly associated with




•
 
he lent his name and prestige to the organizers of the project.


















III.
 
derivatives





lendable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lǣnan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lenen

 , also to loan
 . The addition of the final 
-d

 in late Middle English was due to association with verbs such as 
bend

 and 
send

 .





lender

 
/ˈlendər/






noun




an organization or person that lends money




•
 
a mortgage lender.



















lending library

 
/ˈlendiNG ˌlībrərē/






noun




a public library from which books may be borrowed and taken away for a short time.













Lendl, Ivan

 
/ˈlendl/






(1960–), US tennis player, born in Czechoslovakia. During 1984–90, he won the men's singles title at two Australian Open, three French Open, and three US Open tournaments.









Lend-Lease

 

‹historical›







an arrangement made in 1941 whereby the US supplied military equipment and armaments to the UK and its allies, originally as a loan in return for the use of British-owned military bases.









Lenexa

 
/ləˈneksə/






a city in eastern Kansas, a southwestern suburb of Kansas City; pop. 46,822 (est. 2008).









L'Enfant, Pierre Charles

 
/läNfäN(t)/






(1754–1825), US architect and soldier; born in France. In 1791, he submitted plans (which were eventually adopted in 1889) for the design of the city of Washington, DC.









L'Engle, Madeleine

 
/ˈleNGɡəl/






(1918–2007), US writer; full name 
Madeleine Camp L'Engle

 . She wrote mainly children's fiction, including 
A Wrinkle in Time

 (1962), the first of a quartet that also included 
A Wind in the Door

 (1973), 
A Swiftly Tilting Planet

 (1978), and 
Many Waters

 (1986).









length

 
/leNG(k)TH lenth/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the measurement or extent of something from end to end; the greater of two or the greatest of three dimensions of a body




•
 
it can reach over two feet 
in length






•
 
the length of the airport terminal.










2.
 
the amount of time occupied by something




•
 
delivery must be within a reasonable length of time.










3.
 
the quality of being long




•
 
the length of the waiting list.










4.
 
the full distance that a thing extends for




•
 
the muscles running 
the length of

 my spine.










5.
 
the extent of a garment in a vertical direction when worn




•
 
the length of her skirt.










6.
 


[Prosody]

 
[Phonetics]

 the metrical quantity or duration of a vowel or syllable.




7.
 
the extent of something, especially as a unit of measurement, in particular




8.
 
the length of a swimming pool as a measure of the distance swum




•
 
fifty lengths of the pool.










9.
 
the length of a horse, boat, etc., as a measure of the lead in a race




•
 
the mare won the race last year by seven lengths.










10.
 
(
one's length

 )
 — the full extent of one's body




•
 
he awkwardly lowered his length into the small car.










11.
 
(in bridge or whist) the number of cards of a suit held in one's hand, especially when five or more.




12.
 
a stretch or piece of something




•
 


a

 stout 
length of

 wood.










13.
 
a degree or extreme to which a course of action is taken




•
 
they 
go to great lengths to

 avoid the press.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at length





a.
 
in detail; fully




•
 
these aspects have been discussed at length.










b.
 
after a long time




•
 
at length she laid down the pencil.















2.
 
the length and breadth of






the whole extent of




•
 
women from the length and breadth of Russia.





















– origin

 Old English 
lengthu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lengte

 , also to long
 1
 .





-length






combining form



1.
 
reaching up to or down to the place specified




•
 
knee-length.










2.
 
of the size, duration, or extent specified




•
 
full-length




•
 
medium-length




•
 
feature-length.



















lengthen

 
/ˈleNG(k)THən/






verb



1.
 
make or become longer


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she lengthened her stride to catch up




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
in the spring when the days are lengthening




•
 (as 
adj.

 
lengthening

 )
 
the lengthening shadows.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Prosody]

 
[Phonetics]

 make (a vowel or syllable) long.













lengthways

 
/ˈleNG(k)THˌwāz/






adverb




lengthwise.













lengthwise

 
/ˈleNG(k)THˌwīz/





I.
 
adverb




in a direction parallel with a thing's length




•
 
halve the potatoes lengthwise.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lying or moving lengthwise




•
 
a lengthwise crack.



















lengthy

 
/ˈleNG(k)THē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially in reference to time) of considerable or unusual length, especially so as to be tedious




•
 
lengthy delays




•
 
a lengthy book.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lengthily

 
/ˈleNGTHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
lengthiness

 
/ˈleNGTHēnəs /






noun





















leniency

 
/ˈlēnēənsē/





I.
 
noun




the fact or quality of being more merciful or tolerant than expected; clemency




•
 
the court could show leniency.














II.
 
derivatives





lenience

 
/ˈlēnēəns /






noun





















lenient

 
/ˈlēnēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of punishment or a person in authority) permissive, merciful, or tolerant




•
 
judges were far too lenient with petty criminals.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 emollient.








II.
 
derivatives





leniently

 
/ˈlēnēəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in 
sense

 2): from Latin 
lenient-

 ‘soothing,’ from the verb 
lenire

 , from 
lenis

 ‘mild, gentle.’






Lenin, Vladimir Ilich

 
/ˈlenən, ˈlyenyin/






(1870–1924), the principal figure in the Russian Revolution and first premier of the former Soviet Union 1918–24; born 
Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov

 . He was the first political leader to attempt to put Marxist principles into practice. In 1917 he established Bolshevik control after the overthrow of the tsar and in 1918 became head of state.









Leninakan

 
/ˌlenənəˈkän/






former name (1924–91) for Gyumri
 .










Leningrad

 
/ˈlenənˌɡrad/






former name (1924–91) for St. Petersburg
 .









Leninism

 
/ˈlenənˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




Marxism as interpreted and applied by Lenin.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Leninist

 
/ˈlenənəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
Leninite

 
/-ˌnīt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Lenin

 (see Lenin, Vladimir Ilich
 ).






lenis

 
/ˈlēnis, ˈlā- /

 

‹Phonetics›






I.
 
adjective




(of a consonant, in particular a voiced consonant) weakly articulated, especially denoting the less or least strongly articulated of two or more similar consonants.

The opposite of fortis
 .








II.
 
noun




a lenis consonant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘mild, gentle.’





lenite

 
/ˈlēˌnīt, liˈnīt/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be lenited

 )


1.
 
(of a consonant) be pronounced with lenition.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from lenition
 .






lenition

 
/ləˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the process or result of weakened articulation of a consonant, causing the consonant to become voiced, spirantized, or lost.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
lenis

 ‘soft’ + -ition
 , suggested by German 
Lenierung

 .





lenitive

 
/ˈlenədiv /

 

‹Medicine archaic›






I.
 
adjective




(of a medicine) laxative.








II.
 
noun




a laxative.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
lenitivus

 , from 
lenit-

 ‘softened,’ from the verb 
lenire

 .





lenity

 
/ˈlenədē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 kindness; gentleness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lenite

 , or from Latin 
lenitas

 , from 
lenis

 ‘gentle.’





Lenni Lenape

 
/ˈlenē ˈlenəpē, ləˈnäpē/






noun



1.
 
a group of North American Indian peoples who formerly occupied the Delaware and Hudson River valleys, with existing populations in Oklahoma, Kansas, Wisconsin, and Ontario.




2.
 
a member of one of the Delaware peoples.




3.
 
the Eastern Algonquian language spoken by any of the Delaware peoples.













Lennon, John

 
/ˈlenən/






(1940–80), English pop and rock singer, guitarist, and songwriter; born 
John Winston Lennon

 . A founding member of the Beatles, he wrote most of their songs in collaboration with Paul McCartney. After the group broke up in 1970, he continued recording material, such as 
Imagine

 (1971), some with his second wife, Yoko Ono. He was fatally shot by a mentally disturbed fan outside his home in New York City.









leno

 
/ˈlēnō/





I.
 
noun




an openwork fabric with the warp threads twisted in pairs before weaving.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
linon

 , from 
lin

 ‘flax,’ from Latin 
linum

 . Compare with linen
 .





Leno, Jay

 
/ˈlenō/






(1950–) US comedian and talk show host; full name 
James Douglas Muir Leno

 . He has hosted late night's 
The Tonight Show

 since 1992, except for a period in 2009 when he moved to prime time with 
The Jay Leno Show

 .









Le Nôtre, André

 
/lə ˈnôtrə/






(1613–1700), French landscape gardener. He designed many formal gardens, including the parks of Vaux-le-Vicomte and Versailles.









Lenox

 
/ˈlenəks/






a resort town in western Massachusetts, in the Berkshire Hills, site of the summer music complex called Tanglewood; pop. 5,095 (est. 2008).









lens

 
/lenz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of glass or other transparent substance with curved sides for concentrating or dispersing light rays, used singly (as in a magnifying glass) or with other lenses (as in a telescope).




2.
 
the light-gathering device of a camera, typically containing a group of compound lenses.




3.
 


[Physics]

 an object or device that focuses or otherwise modifies the direction of movement of light, sound, electrons, etc.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 short for crystalline lens
 .




5.
 
short for contact lens
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lensed






adjective













2.
 
lensless






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘lentil’ (because of the similarity in shape).





lens hood

 
/ˈlenz ˌho͝od/






noun




a tube or ring attached to the front of a camera lens to prevent unwanted light from reaching the film.













lensman

 
/ˈlenzmən, -ˌman/






noun




a professional photographer or cameraman.













lent

 
/lent/






past and past participle of lend
 .










Lent

 
/lent/





I.
 
noun




the period preceding Easter that in the Christian Church is devoted to fasting, abstinence, and penitence in commemoration of Christ's fasting in the wilderness. In the Western Church it runs from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday and so includes forty weekdays.











– origin

 Middle English: abbreviation of Lenten
 .






-lent






suffix




(forming adjectives) full of; characterized by




•
 
pestilent




•
 
violent.







Compare with -ulent
 .













lentando

 
/lenˈtändō/






adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (as a direction) slowing gradually.














Lenten

 
/ˈlent(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, in, or appropriate to Lent




•
 
Lenten food.

















– origin

 Old English 
lencten

 ‘spring, Lent,’ of Germanic origin, related to long
 1
 (perhaps with reference to the lengthening of the day in spring); now interpreted as being from Lent
 + -en
 2
 .






lentic

 
/ˈlen(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of organisms or habitats) inhabiting or situated in still, fresh water.

Compare with lotic
 .











– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
lentus

 ‘calm, slow’ + -ic
 .





lenticel

 
/ˈlen(t)əˌsel/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 one of many raised pores in the stem of a woody plant that allows gas exchange between the atmosphere and the internal tissues.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
lenticella

 , diminutive of Latin 
lens

 , 
lent-

 ‘lentil.’





lenticular

 
/lenˈtikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaped like a lentil, especially by being biconvex




•
 
lenticular lenses.










2.
 
of or relating to the lens of the eye.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lenticularis

 , from 
lenticula

 , diminutive of 
lens

 , 
lent-

 ‘lentil.’





lentiform nucleus

 
/ˌlen(t)əfôrm ˈn(y)o͞oklēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the lower of the two gray nuclei of the corpus striatum.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
lentiform

 from Latin 
lens

 , 
lent-

 ‘lentil’ + -iform.





lentigo

 
/lenˈtīɡō/





I.
 
noun




a condition marked by small brown patches on the skin, typically in elderly people.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a freckle or pimple): from Latin, from 
lens

 , 
lent-

 ‘lentil.’





lentil

 
/ˈlent(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high-protein pulse that is dried and then soaked and cooked before eating. There are several varieties of lentils, including green ones and smaller orange ones, which are typically sold split.




2.
 
the plant that yields lentils, native to the Mediterranean and Africa and grown also for fodder.

[
Lens culinaris

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lentille

 , from Latin 
lenticula

 , diminutive of 
lens

 , 
lent-

 ‘lentil.’





lentisk

 
/ˈlentisk /

 
lentisc





I.
 
noun




the mastic tree.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lentiscus

 .





lentissimo

 
/lenˈtisiˌmō, -ˈtēsē-/






adjective, adverb






[Music]

 (as a direction) at a very slow tempo.













lentivirus

 
/ˈlen(t)əˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of retroviruses producing illnesses characterized by a delay in the onset of symptoms after infection.











– origin

 1970s: from Latin 
lentus

 ‘slow’ + virus
 .





lento

 
/ˈlen(t)ō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) slow or slowly.








II.
 
noun




a passage or movement marked to be performed slowly.











– origin

 Italian.





lentoid

 
/ˈlentoid/





I.
 
adjective




another term for lenticular
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
lens

 , 
lent-

 ‘lentil’ + -oid
 .





Lent term

 
/ˈlent ˌtərm/






noun






(Brit.)

 the university term in which Lent falls.













Lenz's law

 
/ˈlentsiz, ˈlenziz /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a law stating that the direction of an induced current is always such as to oppose the change in the circuit or the magnetic field that produces it.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Heinrich F. E. 
Lenz

 (1804–65), German physicist.






Leo1


 
/ˈlēō/





I.
 
the name of 13 popes, notably:




II.
 


Leo I

 (died 461), pope from 440 and doctor of the Church; known as 
Leo the Great

 ; canonized as 
St. Leo I

 . He defined the doctrine of the Incarnation at the Council of Chalcedon (451) and extended the power of the Roman see to Africa, Spain, and Gaul. Feast day (Eastern Church) February 18; (Western Church) April 11.




III.
 


Leo X

 (1475–1521), pope from 1513; born 
Giovanni de' Medici

 . He excommunicated Martin Luther and bestowed the title of Defender of the Faith on Henry VIII of England. He was a noted patron of learning and of the arts.










Leo2


 
/ˈlēō/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large constellation (the Lion), said to represent the lion slain by Hercules. It contains the bright stars Regulus and Denebola and numerous galaxies.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Leonis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Omicron Leonis.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the fifth sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters about July 23.




IV.
 
(
pl.

 Leos) (
a Leo

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Leo.







– origin

 Latin.





Leo III






(
c.

 680–741), Byzantine emperor 717–741. He repulsed several Muslim invasions and carried out an extensive series of reforms. In 726, he banned icons and other religious images; the resulting iconoclastic controversy led to more than a century of political and religious turmoil.









Leo Minor

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and inconspicuous northern constellation (the Little Lion), immediately north of Leo.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Leonis Minoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Leonis Minoris.













– origin

 Latin.





Leominster

 
/ˈlemənstər/






an industrial city in north central Massachusetts; pop. 41,055 (est. 2008).









León

 
/lāˈōn/





I.
 
an industrial city in central Mexico; pop. 1,137,465 (2005).




II.
 
a city in western Nicaragua, the second largest city in the country; pop. 174,051 (2006).




III.
 
a city in northern Spain; pop. 135,119 (2008). It is the capital of the province and former kingdom of León, now part of the Castilla-León region.









Leonard, Elmore

 
/ˈlenərd/






(1925–2013), US writer; full name 
Elmore John Leonard, Jr.

 Noted for their gritty realism, his works include 
Unknown Man No. 89

 (1977), 
Freaky Deaky

 (1988), 
Get Shorty

 (1990), and 
Road Dogs

 (2009).









Leonard, Sugar Ray






(1956–), US boxer; full name 
Ray Charles Leonard

 . Named "Fighter of the Decade" for the 1980s, he won five world titles in five different weight divisions.










Leonardo da Vinci

 
/ˌlēəˈnärdō də ˈvinCHē, ˌlā-/






(1452–1519), Italian painter, scientist, and engineer. His paintings are notable for their use of the technique of 
sfumato

 and include 
The Virgin of the Rocks

 (1483–85), 
The Last Supper

 (1498), and the 
Mona Lisa

 (1504–05). He devoted himself to a wide range of other subjects, from anatomy and biology to mechanics and hydraulics: his 19 notebooks include studies of the human circulatory system and plans for a type of aircraft and a submarine.









Leonberger

 
/ˈlēənˌbərɡər/





I.
 
noun




a large dog of a breed typically having a golden coat, produced by crossing a St. Bernard and a Newfoundland.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after a town in southwestern Germany.





leone

 
/lēˈōn/






noun




the basic monetary unit of Sierra Leone, equal to 100 cents.













Leonian

 
/lēˈōnēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Leo




•
 
she showed many Leonian traits.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Leo




•
 
a Leonian seldom bows gracefully to discipline.



















Leonids

 
/ˈlēənidz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an annual meteor shower with a radiant in the constellation Leo, reaching a peak about November 17.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
leo

 , 
leon-

 (see Leo
 2
 ) + -id
 3
 .





leonine

 
/ˈlēəˌnīn/





I.
 
adjective




of or resembling a lion or lions




•
 
a handsome, leonine profile.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
leoninus

 , from 
leo

 , 
leon-

 ‘lion.’





Leonine

 
/ˈlēəˌnīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to one of the popes named Leo, especially Leo IV and the part of Rome that he fortified.




2.
 


[Prosody]

 (of medieval Latin verse) in hexameter or elegiac meter with internal rhyme.




3.
 
(of English verse) with internal rhyme.








II.
 
plural noun






[Prosody]

 Leonine verse.











– origin

 late Middle English: from the name 
Leo

 , from Latin 
leo

 ‘lion.’ 
Sense

 2 
of the

 adjective may be from the name of a medieval poet, but his identity is not known.





Leonine City

 
/ˌlēənīn ˈsidē/






the part of Rome in which the Vatican stands, walled and fortified by 
Pope Leo IV

 .









Leontief, Wassily

 
/lēˈ(y)ônˌtyef/






(1906–99), US economist, educator, and writer; born in Germany to Russian parents. His most significant published work is 
The Structure of the American Economy 1919–1929

 (1941). Nobel Prize for Economics (1973).









leopard

 
/ˈlepərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, solitary cat that has a yellowish-brown or brown coat with black spots and usually hunts at night, widespread in the forests of Africa and southern Asia.

Also called panther
 . [
Panthera pardus

 , family 
Felidae

 . See also black panther
 .]




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 the spotted leopard as a heraldic device; also, a lion passant guardant as in the arms of England.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — spotted like a leopard




•
 
a leopard-print outfit.














II.
 
phrases





a leopard can't change his spots








‹proverb›

 people can't change their basic nature.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
leopardus

 , from late Greek 
leopardos

 , from 
leōn

 ‘lion’ + 
pardos

 (see pard
 ).





leopard cat






noun




a small eastern Asian wild cat that has a yellowish-brown coat with black spots and often lives near water.

[
Felis bengalensis

 , family 
Felidae

 .]













leopardess

 
/ˈlepərdəs/






noun




a female leopard.













leopard frog






noun




a common greenish-brown North American frog that has dark leopardlike spots with a pale border.

[
Rana pipiens

 , family 
Ranidae

 .]













leopard lily

 
/ˈlepərd ˌlilē/






noun




a lily resembling a tiger lily, native to the southwestern US.

[
Lilium pardalinum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













leopard moth






noun




a large white European moth with black spots, the larvae of which tunnel into trees and can cause damage.

[
Zeuzera pyrina

 , family 
Cossidae

 .]













leopard's bane






noun




a herbaceous Eurasian plant of the daisy family, with large yellow flowers that typically bloom early in the spring.

[Genus 
Doronicum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













leopard seal






noun




a large, gray Antarctic seal that has leopardlike spots and preys on penguins and other seals.

[
Hydrurga leptonyx

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]













leopard-skin

 
/ˈlepərdskin/






adjective




(of a garment) made of a fabric resembling the spotted skin of a leopard




•
 
leopard-skin pedal pushers.



















Leopold I

 
/ˌlēəpōld T͟Həˈfərst/






(1790–1865), first king of Belgium 1831–65. The fourth son of the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfield, he was an uncle of Britain's Queen Victoria.










Léopoldville

 
/ˈlēəˌpōldˌvil, ˈlā-/






former name (until 1966) of Kinshasa
 .










leotard

 
/ˈlēəˌtärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a close-fitting one-piece garment, made of a stretchy fabric, that covers a person's body from the shoulders to the top of the thighs and typically the arms, worn by dancers or people exercising indoors.




2.
 
(
leotards

 )
 — close-fitting leggings or tights, especially those worn by dancers.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Jules 
Léotard

 (1839–70), French trapeze artist.





Leo the Great






Pope Leo I (see Leo
 1
 ).









Lepanto, Battle of

 
/liˈpantō, ˈlepänˌtō/






a naval battle fought in 1571 close to the port of Lepanto at the entrance to the Gulf of Corinth. The Christian forces of Rome, Venice, and Spain defeated a large Turkish fleet, ending for the time being Turkish naval domination in the eastern Mediterranean.










Lepanto, Gulf of

 
/ˌɡəlf əv ləˈpantō/






another name for the Gulf of Corinth (see Corinth, Gulf of
 ).









Lepcha

 
/ˈlepCHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in mountain valleys in the Indian state of Sikkim, western Bhutan, and parts of Nepal and West Bengal.




2.
 
the Tibeto-Burman language of the Lepcha.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Lepchas or their language.











– origin

 from Nepali 
lāpche

 .






leper

 
/ˈlepər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person suffering from leprosy.




2.
 
a person who is avoided or rejected by others for moral or social reasons




•
 
the story made her out to be a social leper.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from an attributive use of 
leper

 ‘leprosy,’ from Old French 
lepre

 , via Latin from Greek 
lepra

 , feminine of 
lepros

 ‘scaly,’ from 
lepos

 , 
lepis

 ‘scale.’ / 
usage:

 Since the mid 20th century the word 
leper

 has increasingly been avoided because of the negative connotations of the sense ‘person who is avoided or rejected by others.’ Today it is preferable to use expressions such as 
person with leprosy

 or 
person with Hansen's disease

 (another name for leprosy).





lepidocrocite

 
/ˌlepədōˈkrōsīt/






noun




a red to reddish-brown mineral consisting of ferric hydroxide, typically occurring as scaly or fibrous crystals.













lepidolite

 
/ləˈpidlˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral of the mica group containing lithium, typically gray or lilac in color.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
lepis

 , 
lepid-

 ‘scale’ + -lite
 .






Lepidoptera

 
/ˌlepəˈdäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the butterflies and moths. They have four large scale-covered wings that bear distinctive markings, and larvae that are caterpillars.




II.
 
(
lepidoptera

 ) [as 
plural noun

 ]
 — insects of the order 
Lepidoptera

 .




III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lepidopteran






adjective, noun













2.
 
lepidopterous

 
/ˌlepəˈdäpt(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
lepis

 , 
lepid-

 ‘scale’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





lepidopterist

 
/ˌlepəˈdäpt(ə)rəst/






noun




a person who studies or collects butterflies and moths.













Lepidus, Marcus Aemilius

 
/ˈlepidəs/






(died 
c.

 13 
BC

 ), Roman statesman and triumvir. A supporter of Julius Caesar in the civil war against Pompey, he was elected consul in 46 and was appointed one of the Second Triumvirate with Octavian and Antony in 43.









Lepontic

 
/ləˈpän(t)ik/






noun




an ancient Celtic language, possibly a variant of Gaulish, spoken at one time in parts of Switzerland and northern Italy.













leporine

 
/ˈlepərīn ˈlepərin/





I.
 
adjective




of or resembling a hare or hares.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
leporinus

 , from 
lepus

 , 
lepor-

 ‘hare.’





lepospondyl

 
/ˌlepəˈspändl/





I.
 
noun




an extinct, early amphibian of the Carboniferous and Permian periods, distinguished by vertebrae shaped liked hourglasses.

[
Microsauria

 and related orders, formerly placed in the subclass 
Lepospondyli

 .]











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Lepospondyli

 (plural), from Greek 
lepos

 ‘husk’ + 
spondulos

 ‘vertebra.’





leprechaun

 
/ˈleprəˌkän ˈleprəˌkôn/





I.
 
noun




(in Irish folklore) a small, mischievous sprite.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Irish 
leipreachán

 , based on Old Irish 
luchorpán

 , from 
lu

 ‘small’ + 
corp

 ‘body.’






lepromatous

 
/liˈprämətəs, -ˈprōmə-/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the more severe of the two principal forms of leprosy, marked by thickening of the skin and nerves, the formation of lumps on the skin, and often severe loss of feeling and paralysis leading to disfigurement.

Compare with tuberculoid
 .













leprosarium

 
/ˌleprəˈserēəm/





I.
 
noun




a hospital for people with leprosy.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
leprosus

 ‘leprous’ + -arium
 .






leprosy

 
/ˈleprəsē/





I.
 
noun




a contagious disease that affects the skin, mucous membranes, and nerves, causing discoloration and lumps on the skin and, in severe cases, disfigurement and deformities. Leprosy is now mainly confined to tropical Africa and Asia.

Also called Hansen's disease
 . [Leprosy is caused by the bacterium 
Mycobacterium leprae

 , which is Gram-positive, nonmotile, and acid-fast.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (superseding Middle English 
lepry

 ): from leprous
 + -y
 3
 .






leprous

 
/ˈleprəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suffering from leprosy.




2.
 
relating to or resembling leprosy




•
 
leprous growths.










3.
 
covered with scales; scaly.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
leprosus

 , from Latin 
lepra

 ‘scaly’ (see leper
 ).





lepta

 
/ˈleptə/






plural form of lepton
 1
 .









leptin

 
/ˈleptin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein produced by fatty tissue and believed to regulate fat storage in the body.











– origin

 1990s: from Greek 
leptos

 ‘fine, thin’ + -in
 1
 .






lepto-





I.
 
combining form




small; narrow




•
 
leptocephalic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
leptos

 ‘fine, thin, delicate.’






leptokurtic

 
/ˌleptəˈkərdik/





I.
 
adjective






[Statistics]

 (of a frequency distribution or its graphical representation) having greater kurtosis than the normal distribution; more concentrated about the mean.

Compare with platykurtic
 , mesokurtic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





leptokurtosis

 
/-tōˌkərˈtōsis /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from lepto-
 ‘narrow’ + Greek 
kurtos

 ‘bulging’ + -ic
 .





leptomeninges

 
/ˌleptōməˈninjēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the inner two meninges, the arachnoid and the pia mater, between which circulates the cerebrospinal fluid.








II.
 
derivatives





leptomeningeal

 
/-ˌmenənˈjēəl /






adjective






















lepton1


 
/ˈleptän/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Greece until the introduction of the euro, worth one hundredth of a drachma (used only in calculations).











– origin

 from Greek 
lepton

 , neuter of 
leptos

 ‘small.’





lepton2


 
/ˈleptän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle, such as an electron, muon, or neutrino, that does not take part in the strong interaction.








II.
 
derivatives





leptonic

 
/lepˈtänik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
leptos

 ‘small’ + -on
 .





lepton number






noun






[Physics]

 a quantum number assigned to subatomic particles that is ±1 for leptons and 0 for other particles and is conserved in all known interactions.













leptospirosis

 
/ˌleptōˌspīˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




an infectious bacterial disease that occurs in rodents, dogs, and other mammals and can be transmitted to humans.

See also Weil's disease
 . [The bacterium is a spirochete of the genus 
Leptospira

 .]











– origin

 1920s: from lepto-
 ‘narrow’ + Greek 
speira

 ‘coil’ + -osis
 .





leptotene

 
/ˈleptəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the first stage of the prophase of meiosis, during which each chromosome becomes visible as two fine threads (chromatids).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from lepto-
 ‘narrow, fine’ + Greek 
tainia

 ‘band, ribbon.’





Lepus

 
/ˈlepəs, ˈlēpəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small constellation (the Hare) at the foot of Orion, said to represent the hare pursued by him.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Leporis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star R Leporis.













– origin

 Latin.





Lerner, Alan Jay

 
/ˈlərnər/






(1918–86), US lyricist and playwright.

See also Loewe, Frederick
 .









Lerwick

 
/ˈlərwik/






the capital of the Shetland Islands, on the island of Mainland; pop. 6,200 (2009). The most northerly town in the British Isles, it is a fishing center and a service port for the oil industry.









lesbian

 
/ˈlezbēən/





I.
 
noun




a homosexual woman.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to homosexual women or to homosexuality in women




•
 
a lesbian relationship.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Lesbios

 , from Lesbos
 , home of Sappho, who expressed affection for women in her poetry, + -ian
 .





Lesbian

 
/ˈlezbēən/






adjective




from or relating to the island of Lesbos.













lesbianism

 
/ˈlezbēənˌizəm/






noun




sexual attraction or sexual activity between women




•
 
pop stars who flirt with lesbianism for publicity.



















lesbigay

 
/ˈlezbiˈɡā/





I.
 
adjective




relating to lesbians, bisexuals, and male homosexuals.











– origin

 from from 
les(bian)

 , 
bi(sexual)

 , and 
gay

 .





lesbo

 
/ˈlezbō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a lesbian.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






Lesbos

 
/ˈlezˌbäs, ˈlezbəs/






a Greek island in the eastern Aegean Sea, off the coast of northwestern Turkey. Its artistic golden age of the late 7th and early 6th centuries 
BC

 produced the poets Alcaeus and Sappho.

Greek name Lésvos
 .









Lesch–Nyhan syndrome

 
/leSHˈnīhan ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun




a rare hereditary disease that affects young boys, usually causing early death. It is marked by compulsive self-mutilation of the head and hands, together with mental retardation and involuntary muscular movements.











– origin

 1960s: named after Michael 
Lesch

 (1939–2008) and William L. 
Nyhan

 (1926–), US physicians.





lèse-majesté

 
/ˌlez ˌmäjəsˈtā/





I.
 
noun




the insulting of a monarch or other ruler; treason.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
lèse-majesté

 , from Latin 
laesa majestas

 ‘injured sovereignty.’





lesion

 
/ˈlēZHən/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 a region in an organ or tissue that has suffered damage through injury or disease, such as a wound, ulcer, abscess, tumor, etc.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
laesio(n-)

 , from 
laedere

 ‘injure.’






Lesotho

 
/ləˈso͞oˌto͞o ləˈsōdō/





I.
 
a landlocked mountainous country that forms an enclave in South Africa; pop. 2,130,800 (est. 2009); capital, Maseru; official languages, Sesotho and English.





The region was settled by the Sotho people in the 16th century and came under British rule (as Basutoland) in 1868. It became an independent kingdom within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1966, changing its name to Lesotho.






less

 
/les/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
a smaller amount of; not as much


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
the less time spent there, the better




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
storage is 
less of

 a problem than it used to be




•
 
ready in 
less than

 an hour.










2.
 
fewer in number


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
a population of 
less than

 200,000.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 of lower rank or importance




•
 
James the Less.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
to a smaller extent; not so much




•
 
he listened less to the answer than to Kate's voice




•
 
that this is a positive stereotype makes it 
no less a

 stereotype.










2.
 
(
less than

 )
 — far from; certainly not




•
 
Mitch looked less than happy




•
 
the data was less than ideal.














IV.
 
preposition




before subtracting (something); minus




•
 
$900,000 less tax.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
in less than no time








‹informal›

 very quickly or soon.









2.
 
less and less






at a continually decreasing rate.









3.
 
less is more






used to express the view that a minimalist approach to artistic or aesthetic matters is more effective.









4.
 
much (or still) less






used to introduce something as being even less likely or suitable than something else already mentioned




•
 
what woman would consider a date with him, much less a marriage?















5.
 
no less





a.
 
used to suggest, often ironically, that something is surprising or impressive




•
 
Peter cooked dinner—fillet steak and champagne, no less.










b.
 
(
no less than

 )
 — used to emphasize a surprisingly large amount.















– origin

 Old English 
lǣssa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Frisian 
lēssa

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
loisthos

 ‘last.’ / 
usage:

 In standard English, 
less

 should be used only with uncountable things (
less

 money; 
less

 time). With countable things, it is incorrect to use 
less

 : thus, 
less

 people and 
less

 words should be corrected to 
fewer

 people and 
fewer

 words. See also usage at few
 .






-less





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and adverbs:




2.
 
(from nouns) not having; without; free from




•
 
flavorless




•
 
skinless.










3.
 
(from verbs) not affected by or not carrying out the action of the verb




•
 
fathomless




•
 
tireless.

















– origin

 Old English 
-lēas

 , from 
lēas

 ‘devoid of.’





less-developed country






noun




a nonindustrialized or Third World country.













lessee

 
/leˈsē/





I.
 
noun




a person who holds the lease of a property; a tenant.








II.
 
derivatives





lesseeship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
lesse

 , past participle of 
lesser

 ‘to let, leave,’ + -ee
 .





lessen

 
/ˈles(ə)n/






verb




make or become less; diminish


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the years have lessened the gap in age between us




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the warmth of the afternoon lessened.



















Lesseps, Ferdinand Marie

 
/ˈlesəps, ləˈseps/






Vicomte de (1805–94), French diplomat. From 1854, while in the consular service in Egypt, he devoted himself to the Suez Canal project. In 1881, as the head of a private company, he embarked on the building of the Panama Canal, but the project was abandoned in 1889.









lesser

 
/ˈlesər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not so great or important as the other or the rest




•
 
he was convicted of a lesser assault charge




•
 
they nest mostly in Alaska and 
to a lesser extent

 in Siberia.










2.
 
lower in terms of rank or quality




•
 
the lesser aristocracy




•
 
you're looking down your nose at us lesser mortals.










3.
 
used in names of animals and plants that are smaller than similar kinds, e.g., 
lesser spotted woodpecker

 , 
lesser celandine

 .








II.
 
phrases





a/the lesser evil (or the lesser of two evils)






the less harmful or unpleasant of two bad choices or possibilities




•
 
authoritarianism may seem a lesser evil than abject poverty.





















– origin

 Middle English: a double comparative, from less
 + -er
 2
 . / 
usage:

 On the punctuation of 
lesser

 in compound adjectives, see usage at well
 1
 .





lesser-known

 
/ˈlesərˌnōn/






adjective




not as well or widely known as others of the same kind.














lesser panda






noun




another term for red panda
 .













Lessing, Doris

 
/ˈlesiNG/






(1919–2013), British novelist and short-story writer, brought up in Rhodesia; full name 
Doris May Lessing

 . Notable novels: 
The Grass is Singing

 (1950), 
The Golden Notebook

 (1962), and 
Canopus in Argos: Archives

 (science fiction quintet, 1979–83). Nobel Prize for Literature (2007).










Les Six

 
/ˌlā ˈsēs /

 
the Six





I.
 
a group of six Parisian composers (Louis Durey, Arthur Honegger, Darius Milhaud, Germaine Tailleferre, Georges Auric, and Francis Poulenc) formed after World War I, whose music represents a reaction against romanticism and impressionism.







– origin

 French, literally ‘the Six.’





-lessly





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-less

 .











– origin

 see -less
 , -ly
 2
 .





-lessness





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-less

 .











– origin

 see -less
 , -ness
 .






lesson

 
/ˈles(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of teaching given at one time; a period of learning or teaching




•
 
an advanced lesson in math




•
 
a driving lesson.










2.
 
a thing learned or to be learned by a student.




3.
 
a thing learned by experience




•
 
the tragedy is a 
lesson in

 disappointment.










4.
 
an occurrence, example, or punishment that serves or should serve to warn or encourage




•
 
let that be a lesson to you!










5.
 
a passage from the Bible read aloud during a church service, especially either of two readings at morning and evening prayer in the Anglican Church.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 instruct or teach (someone).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 admonish or rebuke (someone).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
learn one's lesson






acquire a greater understanding of the world through a particular unpleasant or stressful experience.









2.
 
teach someone a lesson






punish or hurt someone as a deterrent




•
 
they were teaching me a lesson for daring to complain.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
leçon

 , from Latin 
lectio

 (see lection
 ).





lessor

 
/ˈlesˌôr/





I.
 
noun




a person who leases or lets a property to another; a landlord.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
lesser

 ‘let, leave.’





lest

 
/lest/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 


‹formal›

 with the intention of preventing (something undesirable); to avoid the risk of




•
 
he spent whole days in his room, headphones on lest he disturb anyone.










2.
 


‹formal›

 (after a clause indicating fear) because of the possibility of something undesirable happening; in case




•
 
she sat up late worrying lest he be held up on the way home.

















– origin

 Old English 
thȳ lǣs the

 ‘whereby less that,’ later 
the læste

 . / 
usage:

 There are very few contexts in English where the subjunctive mood is, strictly speaking, required: 
lest

 remains one of them. Thus the standard use is she was worrying 
lest

 he 
be

 attacked (not 
lest

 he 
was

 attacked), or she is using headphones 
lest

 she 
disturb

 anyone (not 
lest

 she 
disturbs

 anyone). See also subjunctive
 .






Lésvos

 
/ˈlezˌvôs/






Greek name for Lesbos
 .










let1


 
/let/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — not prevent or forbid; allow




•
 
my boss let me leave early




•
 
you mustn't let yourself get so involved.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow to pass in a particular direction




•
 
could you let the dog out?




•
 
a tiny window that let in hardly any light.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — used in the imperative to formulate various expressions.




4.
 
(
let us

 or 
let's

 )
 — used as a polite way of making or responding to a suggestion, giving an instruction, or introducing a remark




•
 
let's have a drink




•
 
“Shall we go?” “Yes, let's.”










5.
 
(
let me

 or 
let us

 )
 — used to make a polite offer of help




•
 
“Here, let me,” offered Bruce.










6.
 
used to express one's strong desire for something to happen or be the case




•
 
“Dear God,” Jessica prayed, “let him be all right.”










7.
 
used as a way of expressing defiance or challenge




•
 
if he wants to walk out, well, let him!










8.
 
used to express an assumption upon which a theory or calculation is to be based




•
 
let A and B stand for X and Y, respectively.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow someone to have the use of (a room or property) in return for regular payments; rent




•
 
homeowners will be able to let rooms to lodgers without having to pay tax




•
 
they've 
let out

 their apartment.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — award (a contract for a particular project) to an applicant




•
 
preliminary contracts were let and tunneling work started.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
let alone






used to indicate that something is far less likely, possible, or suitable than something else already mentioned




•
 
he was incapable of leading a bowling team, let alone a country.















2.
 
let someone/something alone






see alone
 .









3.
 
let someone/something be






stop disturbing or interfering with




•
 
let him be—he knows what he wants.















4.
 
let someone down gently






seek to give someone bad news in a way that avoids causing them too much distress or humiliation.









5.
 
let something drop (or fall)






casually reveal a piece of information




•
 
from the things he let drop, I think there was a woman in his life.















6.
 
let fall








[Geometry]

 draw (a perpendicular) from an outside point to a line.









7.
 
let fly






attack, either physically or verbally




•
 
the troops let fly with tear gas.















8.
 
let oneself go





a.
 
act in an unrestrained or uninhibited way




•
 
you need to unwind and let yourself go.










b.
 
become careless or untidy in one's habits or appearance




•
 
he's really let himself go since my mother died.















9.
 
let someone/something go





a.
 
allow someone or something to escape or go free




•
 
they let the hostages go.










b.
 
dismiss an employee.




c.
 
(also 
let go

 or 
let go of

 )
 — relinquish one's grip on someone or something




•
 
Adam let go of the reins




•
 


‹figurative›

 you must let the past go.















10.
 
let someone have it








‹informal›

 attack someone physically or verbally




•
 
I really let him have it for worrying me so much.















11.
 
let in (or out) the clutch






engage (or release) the clutch of a vehicle by releasing pressure on (or applying it to) the clutch pedal.









12.
 
let it drop (or rest)






say or do no more about a matter or problem.









13.
 
let it go (or pass)






choose not to react to an action or remark




•
 
the decision worried us, but we let it go.















14.
 
let someone know






inform someone




•
 
let me know what you think of him.















15.
 
let someone/something loose





a.
 
release someone or something




•
 
let the dog loose for a minute.










b.
 
allow someone freedom of action in a particular place or situation




•
 
people are only 
let loose on

 the system once they have received sufficient training.










c.
 
suddenly utter a sound or remark




•
 
he let loose a stream of abuse.















16.
 
let me see (or think)






used when one is pausing, trying to remember something, or considering one's next words




•
 
now let me see, where did I put it?















17.
 
let me tell you






used to emphasize a statement




•
 
let me tell you, I was very scared!















18.
 
let off steam






see steam
 .









19.
 
let rip






see rip
 1
 .









20.
 
let's face it (or let's be honest)








‹informal›

 used to convey that one must be realistic about an unwelcome fact or situation




•
 
let's be honest, your taste in men is famously bad.















21.
 
let slip






see slip
 1
 .









22.
 
let's pretend






a game or set of circumstances in which one behaves as though a fictional or unreal situation were a real one.









23.
 
let's say (or let us say)






used as a way of introducing a hypothetical or possible situation




•
 
let's say we agreed to go our separate ways.















24.
 
to let








(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a room or property) available for rent.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
let down






(of an aircraft or a pilot) descend before making a landing.









2.
 
let someone down





a.
 
fail to support or help someone as they had hoped or expected.




b.
 
(
let someone/something down

 )
 — have a detrimental effect on the overall quality or success of someone or something




•
 
the whole machine is let down by the tacky keyboard.















3.
 
let something down





a.
 
lower something slowly or in stages




•
 
they let down a basket on a chain.










b.
 
make a garment longer, especially by lowering the hem.









4.
 
let someone in






admit someone to a room, building, or area




•
 
I had to wake up my roommate to let me in.















5.
 
let oneself in for








‹informal›

 involve oneself in (something likely to be difficult or unpleasant)




•
 
I didn't know what I was letting myself in for.















6.
 
let someone in on/into






allow someone to know or share (something secret or confidential)




•
 
I'll let you into a secret.















7.
 
let something into






set something back into (the surface to which it is fixed), so that it does not project from it




•
 
the basin is partly let into the wall.















8.
 
let someone off





a.
 
punish someone lightly or not at all for a misdemeanor or offense




•
 
he was let off with a warning.










b.
 
excuse someone from a task or obligation




•
 
he let me off work for the day.















9.
 
let something off






cause a gun, firework, or bomb to fire or explode.









10.
 
let on

 

‹informal›






a.
 
reveal or divulge information to someone




•
 
she knows a lot more than she lets on




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I never let on that he made me feel anxious.










b.
 
pretend


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
they all let on that they didn't hear me.















11.
 
let out








(N. Amer.)

 (of lessons at school, a meeting, or an entertainment) finish, so that those attending are able to leave




•
 
his classes let out at noon.















12.
 
let someone out






release someone from obligation or suspicion




•
 
they've started looking for motives—that lets me out.















13.
 
let something out





a.
 
utter a sound or cry




•
 
he let out a sigh of happiness.










b.
 
make a garment looser or larger, typically by adjusting a seam.




c.
 
reveal a piece of information


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she let out that he'd given her a ride home.















14.
 
let up





a.
 


‹informal›

 (of something undesirable) become less intense or severe




•
 
the rain's letting up—it'll be clear soon.










b.
 
relax one's efforts




•
 
she was so far ahead that she could afford to let up a bit.










c.
 
(
let up on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 treat or deal with in a more lenient manner




•
 
she didn't let up on Cunningham.





















– origin

 Old English 
lǣtan

 ‘leave behind, leave out,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
laten

 and German 
lassen

 , also to late
 .






let2


 
/let/





I.
 
noun




(in racket sports) a play that is nullified and has to be played again, especially when a served ball touches the top of the net.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 hinder




•
 
pray you let us not; we fain would greet our mother.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
let or hindrance








‹formal›

 obstruction or impediment




•
 
the passport opened frontiers to the traveler 
without let or hindrance

 .















2.
 
play a let






(in tennis, squash, etc.) play a point again because the ball or one of the players has been obstructed.















– origin

 Old English 
lettan

 ‘hinder,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
letten

 , also to late
 .






-let





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming nouns) denoting a smaller or lesser kind




•
 
booklet




•
 
starlet.










2.
 
denoting articles of ornament or dress




•
 
anklet




•
 
bracelet.

















– origin

 originally corresponding to French 
-ette

 added to nouns ending in 
-el

 .





letdown

 
/ˈletdoun/






noun



1.
 
a disappointment or a feeling of disappointment




•
 
the election was a bit of a letdown.










2.
 
a decrease in size, volume, or force




•
 
letdowns in sales have been frequent and widespread.










3.
 
the release of milk in a nursing mother or lactating animal.




4.
 


[Aeronautics]

 the descent of an aircraft or spacecraft before landing.













lethal

 
/ˈlēTHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sufficient to cause death




•
 
a lethal cocktail of alcohol and pills.










2.
 
harmful or destructive




•
 
the Krakatoa eruption was the most lethal on record.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘causing spiritual death’): from Latin 
lethalis

 , from 
lethum

 , a variant (influenced by Greek 
lēthē

 ‘forgetfulness’) of 
letum

 ‘death.’





lethal chamber






noun




an enclosed space in which animals may be killed with gas.













lethal gene






noun




a gene that is capable of causing the death of an organism, usually during the development of the embryo. Also called 
lethal factor

 , 
lethal mutation

 .













lethal injection






noun




an injection administered for the purposes of euthanasia or as a means of capital punishment.













lethality

 
/lēˈTHalədē/






noun




the capacity to cause death or serious harm or damage




•
 
embryonic lethality observed in mice with a mutation




•
 
the increasing lethality of modern weapons.



















lethally

 
/ˈlēTH(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
with death as a result




•
 
they were lethally injected with a cocktail of poisons.










2.
 
in a very harmful or destructive way




•
 
his premiership will be lethally undermined




•
 
lethally misplaced priorities




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a lethally intoxicating brew.



















lethargic

 
/ləˈTHärjik/





I.
 
adjective




affected by lethargy; sluggish and apathetic




•
 
I felt tired and a little lethargic.














II.
 
derivatives





lethargically

 
/ləˈTHärjək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
lēthargikos

 , from 
lēthargos

 ‘forgetful.’





lethargy

 
/ˈleTHərjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lack of energy and enthusiasm




•
 
periods of weakness and lethargy




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
she might have sunk into a lethargy.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 a pathological state of sleepiness or deep unresponsiveness and inactivity.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
lethargia

 , from Greek 
lēthargia

 , from 
lēthargos

 ‘forgetful,’ from the base of 
lanthanesthai

 ‘forget.’





Lethe

 
/ˈlēTHē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a river in Hades whose water when drunk made the souls of the dead forget their life on earth.




II.
 
derivatives





Lethean

 
/ˈlēTHēən /






adjective



















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
lēthē

 ‘forgetfulness,’ from the base of 
lanthanesthai

 ‘forget.’






Leto

 
/ˈlēdō /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of a Titan, mother (by Zeus) of Artemis and Apollo.

Roman name Latona
 .









let's

 
/lets/






contraction




let us




•
 
let's meet for a drink sometime.




















letter

 
/ˈledər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a character representing one or more of the sounds used in speech; any of the symbols of an alphabet




•
 
a capital letter.










2.
 


(US)

 a school or college initial as a mark of proficiency, especially in sports




•
 
I earned a varsity letter in tennis




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a letter jacket.










3.
 
a written, typed, or printed communication, especially one sent in an envelope by mail or messenger




•
 
he sent a letter to Mrs. Falconer.










4.
 
(
letters

 )
 — printed communications as legal or formal documents.




5.
 
the precise terms of a statement or requirement; the strict verbal interpretation




•
 
we must be seen to keep the spirit of the law as well as the letter.










6.
 
(
letters

 )
 — literature




•
 
the world of letters.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 scholarly knowledge; erudition.




8.
 


[Printing]

 a style of typeface.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — inscribe letters or writing on




•
 
her name was lettered in gold.










2.
 
classify with letters




•
 
he numbered and lettered the paragraphs.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 be given a school or college initial as a mark of proficiency in sports




•
 
juniors who lettered in soccer, basketball, or softball.














III.
 
phrases





to the letter






with adherence to every detail




•
 
the method was followed to the letter.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lettre

 , from Latin 
litera

 , 
littera

 ‘letter of the alphabet,’ (plural) ‘epistle, literature, culture.’






letter bomb

 
/ˈledər ˌbäm/






noun




an explosive device hidden in a small package and sent to someone with the intention of harming or killing them.













letterbox

 
/ˈledərˌbäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly in the UK) a mailbox.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a format for presenting widescreen films on a standard television screen in which the image is displayed in approximately its original proportions across the middle of the screen, leaving horizontal black bands above and below




•
 
this uncut version is presented in letterbox format.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (a widescreen film) onto video in letterbox format.













letter carrier






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mail carrier.













lettered

 
/ˈledərd/






adjective






‹dated›

 formally educated




•
 
though not lettered, he read widely.



















letterform

 
/ˈledərˌfôrm/






noun




the graphic form of a letter of the alphabet, either as written or in a particular type font.













letterhead

 
/ˈledərˌhed/






noun



1.
 
a printed heading on stationery stating a person's or organization's name and address.




2.
 
a sheet of paper with a printed heading stating a person's or organization's name and address.













lettering

 
/ˈledəriNG/






noun




the letters inscribed on something, especially decorative ones.













letterman

 
/ˈledərmən/






noun




a high school or college student who has earned a letter in an interscholastic or intercollegiate activity, especially a sport.













Letterman, David

 
/ˈletərmən/






(1947–) US comedian and talk show host; full name 
David Michael Letterman

 . A fixture of late-night television from 1982, he has hosted the 
Late Show with David Letterman

 since 1993.










letter missive

 
letters missive






noun




in the Anglican church, a letter from a monarch to a dean and chapter nominating a person to be elected bishop.













letter of credit

 
//






noun




a letter issued by a bank to another bank (typically in a different country) to serve as a guarantee for payments made to a specified person under specified conditions.













letter of intent






noun




a document containing a declaration of the intentions of the writer.














letter of marque

 
/ˌletər əv ˈmärk/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
letters of marque

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 a license to fit out an armed vessel and use it in the capture of enemy merchant shipping and to commit acts that would otherwise have constituted piracy.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a ship carrying a letter of marque.











– origin

 late Middle English: Law French 
marque

 , from Old French 
marque

 ‘right of reprisal.’






letter-perfect

 
/ˈˌledər ˈˌpərfəkt/






adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of an actor or speaker) knowing by heart the words for one's part or speech.




2.
 
accurate to the smallest verbal detail




•
 
when he delivered a manuscript, it was letter-perfect.




















letterpress

 
/ˈledərˌpres/






noun



1.
 
printing from a hard, raised image under pressure, using viscous ink.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 printed text as opposed to illustrations.













letter-quality

 
/ˈledərˌkwälədē/






adjective




(of a computer printer or document) of or producing print of a quality suitable for business letters.













letterset

 
/ˈledərˌset/





I.
 
noun




a method of printing in which ink is transferred from a raised surface to a blanket wrapped around a cylinder and from that to the paper.











– origin

 1960s: blend of letterpress
 and offset
 .





letters missive






noun




variant of letter missive
 .













letters of administration






plural noun






[Law]

 authority to administer the estate of someone who has died without making a will.














letters patent

 
/ˌledərz ˈpatnt/





I.
 
plural noun




an open document issued by a monarch or government conferring a patent or other right.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
litterae patentes

 , literally ‘letters lying open.’





letters rogatory

 
/ˈrōɡəˌtôrē, ˈräɡə-/





I.
 
plural noun






[Law]

 documents making a request through a foreign court for the obtaining of information or evidence from a specified person within the jurisdiction of that court.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
rogatory

 from medieval Latin 
rogatorius

 ‘interrogatory.’





letters testamentary






plural noun






[Law]

 a document issued by a court or public official authorizing the executor of a will to take control of a deceased person's estate.













letter writer






noun




a person who writes letters




•
 
a tireless letter writer and diarist.



















lettuce

 
/ˈledəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cultivated plant of the daisy family, with edible leaves that are a usual ingredient of salads. Many varieties of lettuce have been developed with a range of form, texture, and color.

[
Lactuca sativa

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other plants with edible green leaves, e.g., 
lamb's lettuce

 , 
sea lettuce

 .




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 paper money; greenbacks.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
letues

 , 
laitues

 , plural of 
laitue

 , from Latin 
lactuca

 , from 
lac

 , 
lact-

 ‘milk’ (because of its milky juice).





letup

 
/ˈledˌəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a pause or reduction in the intensity of something dangerous, difficult, or tiring




•
 
there had been no 
letup in

 the eruption.




















Letzeburgesch

 
/ˈletsəˌbərɡəSH /

 
Letzebuergesch





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Luxemburgish
 .











– origin

 from a local name for Luxembourg
 + 
-esch

 (equivalent of -ish
 1
 ).






leu

 
/ˈlā(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Romania, equal to 100 bani.











– origin

 Romanian, literally ‘lion.’





leucine

 
/ˈlo͞osən ˈlo͞oˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophobic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )2
 CHCH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
leukos

 ‘white’ + -ine
 4
 .





leucite

 
/ˈlo͞oˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a gray or white potassium aluminosilicate, typically found in alkali volcanic rocks.








II.
 
derivatives





leucitic

 
/lo͞oˈsitik /






adjective





















leuco-





I.
 
combining form






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant spelling of leuko-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
leukos

 ‘white.’






leucoderma

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈdərmə /

 
leukoderma






noun




another term for vitiligo
 .














leucon

 
/ˈlo͞okän/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sponge of the most complex structure, composed of a mass of flagellated chambers and water canals.

Compare with ascon
 and sycon
 .








II.
 
derivatives





leuconoid

 
/-kəˌnoid /






adjective





















leucoplast

 
/ˈlo͞okəˌplast/






noun






[Botany]

 a colorless organelle found in plant cells, used for the storage of starch or oil.













leukemia

 
/lo͞oˈkēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 leukaemia





I.
 
noun




a malignant progressive disease in which the bone marrow and other blood-forming organs produce increased numbers of immature or abnormal leukocytes. These suppress the production of normal blood cells, leading to anemia and other symptoms.








II.
 
derivatives





leukemic

 
/lo͞oˈkēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
leukos

 ‘white’ + 
haima

 ‘blood.’





leukemogenic

 
/lo͞oˌkēməˈjenik /

 


‹Brit.›

 leukaemogenic





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or promoting the development of leukemia.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
leukemogen

 
/-ˈkēməjən, -ˌjen /






noun













2.
 
leukemogenesis

 
/-ˌkēməˈjenəsis /






noun






















leuko-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 leuco-






combining form



1.
 
white




•
 
leukoma.










2.
 
representing leukocyte
 .














leukocyte

 
/ˈlo͞okəˌsīt /

 


‹Brit.›

 leucocyte





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a colorless cell that circulates in the blood and body fluids and is involved in counteracting foreign substances and disease; a white (blood) cell. There are several types, all amoeboid cells with a nucleus, including lymphocytes, granulocytes, monocytes, and macrophages.








II.
 
derivatives





leukocytic

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈsitik /






adjective





















leukocytosis

 
/ˌlo͞okəsīˈtōsis /

 


‹Brit.›

 leucocytosis





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an increase in the number of white cells in the blood, especially during an infection.








II.
 
derivatives





leukocytotic

 
/-ˈtätik /






adjective





















leukoderma

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈdərmə /

 
leucoderma






noun




another term for vitiligo
 .













leukoma

 
/lo͞oˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a white opacity in the cornea of the eye.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
leukōma

 .





leukopenia

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈpēnēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 leucopenia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a reduction in the number of white cells in the blood, typical of various diseases.








II.
 
derivatives





leukopenic

 
/-nik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
leukos

 ‘white’ + 
penia

 ‘poverty.’






leukoplakia

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈplākēə /

 
leucoplakia






noun




a mucous membrane disorder characterized by white patches, especially on the cheek, tongue, vulva, or penis.

Also called leukoplasia
 .














leukoplasia

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈplāZHə, -ZHēə, -zēə /

 
leucoplasia






noun




another term for leukoplakia
 .













leukorrhea

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈrēə /

 
leucorrhea
 , 

‹Brit.›

 leucorrhoea






noun




a whitish or yellowish discharge of mucus from the vagina.













leukosis

 
/lo͞oˈkōsəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 leucosis





I.
 
noun




a leukemic disease of animals, especially one of a group of malignant viral diseases of poultry or cattle.








II.
 
derivatives





leukotic

 
/-ˈkätik /






adjective





















leukotomy

 
/lo͞oˈkädəmē/






noun




the surgical cutting of white nerve fibers within the brain, especially prefrontal lobotomy, formerly used to treat mental illness.













leukotriene

 
/ˌlo͞okəˈtrīēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of biologically active compounds, originally isolated from leukocytes. They are metabolites of arachidonic acid, containing three conjugated double bonds.













lev

 
/lev/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Bulgaria, equal to 100 stotinki.











– origin

 Bulgarian, variant of 
lăv

 ‘lion.’





Lev.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Leviticus.













Levallois

 
/ləˌvalˈwä, -ˈvalˌwä/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Archaeology]

 a flint-working technique associated with the Mousterian culture of the Neanderthals, in which a flint is trimmed so that a flake of predetermined size and shape can be struck from it.








II.
 
derivatives





Levalloisian

 
/ˌlevəˈloizēən, ləˌvalˈwäzēən /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after a suburb of northern Paris.





levamisole

 
/ləˈvaməˌsōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as an anthelmintic drug (especially in animals) and in cancer chemotherapy.

[A polycyclic imidazole derivative; chem. formula: C11
 H12
 N2
 S.]











– origin

 1960s: from levo-
 (it being a levorotatory isomer) + 
(tetra)misole

 , the name of an anthelmintic drug.





levant

 
/ləˈvant/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 run away, typically leaving unpaid debts.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from Levant
 : compare with French 
faire voile en Levant

 ‘be stolen or spirited away,’ literally ‘set sail for the Levant.’






Levant

 
/ləˈvant ləˈvänt /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
the eastern part of the Mediterranean with its islands and neighboring countries.







– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, literally ‘rising,’ present participle of 
lever

 ‘to lift’ used as a noun in the sense ‘point of sunrise, east.’





levanter1


 
/ləˈvan(t)ər/






noun




a strong easterly wind in the Mediterranean region.













levanter2


 
/ləˈvan(t)ər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who runs away leaving unpaid debts.













Levantine

 
/ləˈvantən ˈlevənˌtīn /

 

‹chiefly archaic›






I.
 
adjective




of or trading to the Levant




•
 
the Levantine coast.














II.
 
noun




a person who lives in or comes from the Levant.













Levant morocco

 
/ləˌvant məˈräkō /

 
Levant






noun




high-grade, large-grained morocco leather.













levator

 
/ləˈvādər /

 
levator muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction causes the raising of a part of the body.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘a person who lifts,’ from 
levare

 ‘raise, lift.’





levee1


 
/ˈlevē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an embankment built to prevent the overflow of a river.




2.
 
a ridge of sediment deposited naturally alongside a river by overflowing water.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a landing place; a quay.




4.
 
a ridge of earth surrounding a field to be irrigated.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally US): from French 
levée

 , feminine past participle of 
lever

 ‘to lift.’





levee2


 
/ˈlevē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reception or assembly of people, in particular




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a formal reception of visitors or guests.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an afternoon assembly for men held by the British monarch or their representative.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a reception of visitors just after rising from bed.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a reception of visitors after rising from bed): from French 
levé

 , variant of 
lever

 ‘rising,’ from the verb 
lever

 .






level

 
/ˈlevəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a position on a real or imaginary scale of amount, quantity, extent, or quality




•
 
a high level of unemployment




•
 
debt rose to unprecedented levels.










2.
 
a social, moral, or intellectual standard




•
 
at six he could play chess at an advanced level.










3.
 
a position in a real or notional hierarchy




•
 
a fairly junior level of management.










4.
 
a height or distance from the ground or another stated or understood base




•
 
storms caused river levels to rise.










5.
 
a device consisting of a sealed glass tube partially filled with alcohol or other liquid, containing an air bubble whose position reveals whether a surface is perfectly level or plumb.

Also called spirit level
 , bubble level
 .




6.
 


[Surveying]

 an instrument for giving a horizontal line of sight.




7.
 
a flat tract of land




•
 
flooded levels.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a flat and even surface without slopes or bumps




•
 
we had reached level ground.










2.
 
at the same height as someone or something else




•
 
his eyes were 
level with

 hers.










3.
 
having the same relative position; not in front of or behind




•
 
the car braked suddenly, then backed rapidly until it was 
level with

 me.










4.
 
(of a quantity of a dry substance) with the contents not rising above the brim of the measure




•
 
a level teaspoon of salt.










5.
 
unchanged; not having risen or fallen




•
 
earnings were level at 57 cents a share.










6.
 
calm and steady




•
 
“Adrian,” she said in her most level voice.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give a flat and even surface to




•
 
contractors started leveling the ground for the new power station.










2.
 


[Surveying]

 ascertain differences in the height of (land).




3.
 
demolish (a building or town)




•
 
bulldozers are now waiting to level their home.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
level off/out

 )
 — begin to fly horizontally after climbing or diving.




5.
 
(of a path, road, or incline) cease to slope upward or downward




•
 
the track leveled out, and there below us was the bay.










6.
 
cease to fall or rise in number, amount, or quantity




•
 
inflation has leveled out at an acceptable rate.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
level something up/down

 )
 — increase or reduce the amount, number, or quantity of something in order to remove a disparity.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — aim (a weapon)




•
 
he 
leveled

 a long-barreled pistol 
at

 us.










9.
 
direct (a criticism or accusation)




•
 
accusations of corruption had been 
leveled against

 him.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
level with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be frank or honest with (someone)




•
 
when are you going to level with me?














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
do one's level best






do one's utmost; make all possible efforts.









2.
 
find its (own) level





a.
 
(of a liquid) reach the same height in containers that are interconnected.




b.
 
reach a stable level, value, or position without interference.









3.
 
find one's (own) level






(of a person) reach a position or competency that seems appropriate and natural in relation to one's associates.









4.
 
a level playing field






a situation in which everyone has a fair and equal chance of succeeding.









5.
 
on a level with





a.
 
in the same horizontal plane as.




b.
 
equal with




•
 
they were treated as menials, on a level with cooks.















6.
 
on the level








‹informal›

 honest; truthful




•
 
Eddie said my story was on the level.















7.
 
take something to the next level






further improve or develop something that is already successful




•
 
five years after founding my software company, I'm ready to take it to the next level.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
levelly

 
/ˈlevəlē /






adverb





level
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective)













2.
 
levelness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting an instrument to determine whether a surface is horizontal): from Old French 
livel

 , based on Latin 
libella

 , diminutive of 
libra

 ‘scales, balance.’





level crossing






noun




British term for grade crossing
 .













leveler

 
/ˈlev(ə)lər /

 


‹Brit.›

 leveller






noun



1.
 
a person who advocates the abolition of social distinctions.




2.
 
(
Leveller

 )
 — an extreme radical dissenter in the English Civil War (1642–49), calling for the abolition of the monarchy, social and agrarian reforms, and religious freedom.




3.
 
a person or thing that levels something.













levelheaded

 
/ˌlevəlˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




calm and sensible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
levelheadedly






adverb













2.
 
levelheadedness






noun






















leveling rod






noun




a graduated pole with a movable marker, held upright and used with a surveying instrument to measure differences in elevation. Also called 
leveling pole

 , 
leveling staff

 .













leveling screw






noun




a screw for adjusting part of a machine or instrument to a precise level.













lever

 
/ˈlevər ˈlēvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rigid bar resting on a pivot, used to help move a heavy or firmly fixed load with one end when pressure is applied to the other.




2.
 
a projecting arm or handle that is moved to operate a mechanism




•
 
she pulled a lever at the base of the cage.










3.
 
a means of exerting pressure on someone to act in a particular way




•
 
rich countries increasingly use foreign aid as a lever to promote political pluralism.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lift or move with a lever




•
 
she levered the lid off the pot with a screwdriver.










2.
 
move (someone or something) with a concerted physical effort




•
 
she levered herself up against the pillows.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use a lever




•
 
the men got hold of the coffin and levered at it with crowbars.










4.
 
pressurize (someone) to do something




•
 
another sticking point is the money that will be required to lever the unions into accepting a deal.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
levier

 , 
leveor

 , from 
lever

 ‘to lift.’





leverage

 
/ˈlev(ə)rij ˈlēv(ə)rij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exertion of force by means of a lever or an object used in the manner of a lever




•
 
my spade hit something solid that wouldn't respond to leverage.










2.
 
mechanical advantage gained by using leverage




•
 
use a metal bar to increase the leverage.










3.
 
the power to influence a person or situation to achieve a particular outcome




•
 
the right wing had lost much of its political leverage in the Assembly.










4.
 


[Finance]

 the ratio of a company's loan capital (debt) to the value of its common stock (equity).




5.
 
the use of credit or borrowed capital to increase the earning potential of stock.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
leveraged

 )
 — use borrowed capital for (an investment), expecting the profits made to be greater than the interest payable




•
 
a leveraged takeover bid.










2.
 
use (something) to maximum advantage




•
 
the organization needs to leverage its key resources.



















leveraged buyout

 
/ˌlev(ə)rijd ˈbīˌout/






noun




the purchase of a controlling share in a company by its management, using outside capital.













lever escapement






noun




a mechanism in a watch connecting the escape wheel and the balance wheel with two levers.













leveret

 
/ˈlev(ə)rət/





I.
 
noun




a young hare in its first year.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, diminutive of 
levre

 , from Latin 
lepus

 , 
lepor-

 ‘hare.’





Leverhulme, 1st Viscount

 
/ˈlevərˌhyo͞om/






(1851–1925), English industrialist and philanthropist; born 
William Hesketh Lever

 . He and his brother founded Lever Bros., the company that later formed the basis of the international corporation Unilever. He founded the model village Port Sunlight for his company's workers.









Leverkusen

 
/ˈlāvərˌko͞ozən/






an industrial city in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia, on the Rhine River north of Cologne; pop. 161,300 (est. 2006).









Le Verrier, Urbain

 
/lə verˈyā/






(1811–77), French mathematician. His analysis of the motions of the planets suggested that an unknown body was disrupting the orbit of Uranus. Le Verrier prompted the German astronomer 
Johann Galle

 (1812–1910) to investigate, and the planet Neptune was discovered in 1846.









Levi

 
/ˈlēˌvē/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, third son of Jacob and Leah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.









Levi, Primo

 
/ˈlevē/






(1919–87), Italian writer and chemist. His experiences as a survivor of Auschwitz are recounted in his first book, 
If This Is a Man

 (1947).









leviathan

 
/ləˈvīəTHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in biblical use) a sea monster, identified in different passages with the whale and the crocodile (e.g., Job 41, Ps. 74:14), and with the Devil (after Isa. 27:1).




2.
 
a very large aquatic creature, especially a whale




•
 
the great leviathans of the deep.










3.
 
a thing that is very large or powerful, especially a ship.




4.
 
an autocratic monarch or state.

[with allusion to Hobbes' 
Leviathan

 (1651).]











– origin

 via late Latin from Hebrew 
liwyāṯān

 .





levigate

 
/ˈlevəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce (a substance) to a fine powder or smooth paste.








II.
 
derivatives





levigation

 
/ˌlevəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
levigat-

 ‘made smooth, polished,’ from the verb 
levigare

 , from 
levis

 ‘smooth.’





levin

 
/ˈlevən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 lightning; thunderbolts.











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin.





levirate

 
/ˈlev(ə)rət ˈlevəˌrāt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the levirate

 )


1.
 
a custom of the ancient Hebrews and other peoples by which a man may be obliged to marry his brother's widow


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
levirate marriages.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
levir

 ‘brother-in-law’ + -ate
 1
 .





Levi's

 
/ˈlēvīz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹trademark›

 a brand of denim jeans.











– origin

 1920s: named after 
Levi

 Strauss, original US manufacturer in the 1860s.





Lévi-Strauss, Claude

 
/ˌlāvē ˈstrous/






(1908–2009), French social anthropologist. He regarded language as an essential common denominator underlying cultural phenomena.









levitate

 
/ˈlevəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb




rise or cause to rise and hover in the air, especially by means of supernatural or magical power


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he seems to levitate about three inches off the ground




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he was focused on levitating the backpack.














II.
 
derivatives





levitator

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
levis

 ‘light,’ on the pattern of 
gravitate

 .





levitation

 
/ˌlevəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of rising or causing something to rise and hover in the air, typically by means of supposed magical powers




•
 
arm levitation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he performed a levitation trick




•
 
spectacular events such as levitations.




















Levite

 
/ˈlēvīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Hebrew tribe of Levi, especially of that part of it that provided assistants to the priests in the worship in the Jewish temple.











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
levita

 , from Greek 
leuitēs

 , from Hebrew 
Lēwī

 ‘Levi.’





Levitical

 
/ləˈvidək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Levites or the tribe of Levi




•
 
a Levitical priest.










2.
 


[Judaism]

 (of rules concerning codes of conduct, temple rituals, etc.) derived from the biblical Book of Leviticus




•
 
a Levitical edict.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
levitikos

 , from 
Levi

 (see Levite
 ), + -al
 .





Leviticus

 
/ləˈvidəkəs/






the third book of the Bible, containing details of law and ritual.









Levittown

 
/ˈlevətˌtoun/






a village in central Long Island in New York, noted for its “cookie-cutter” houses, developed after World War II; pop. 53,067 (2000). There are also Levittowns in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Puerto Rico.









levity

 
/ˈlevədē/





I.
 
noun




humor or frivolity, especially the treatment of a serious matter with humor or in a manner lacking due respect




•
 
as an attempt to introduce a note of levity, the words were a disastrous flop.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
levitas

 , from 
levis

 ‘light.’






levo-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 laevo-






combining form




on or to the left




•
 
levorotatory.




















levodopa

 
/ˌlevəˈdōpə, ˌlēvə /

 
levodopamine






noun




another term for L-dopa
 .













levonorgestrel

 
/ˌlēvənôrˈjestrəl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a synthetic steroid hormone that has a similar effect to progesterone and is used in some contraceptive pills.











– origin

 1970s: from levo-
 (it being a levorotatory isomer) + 
norgestrel

 , a synthetic steroid hormone.






levorotatory

 
/ˌlēvəˈrōdəˌtôrē /

 


‹Brit.›

 laevorotatory





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) having the property of rotating the plane of a polarized light ray to the left, i.e., counterclockwise facing the oncoming radiation.

The opposite of dextrorotatory
 .








II.
 
derivatives





levorotation

 
/-rōˈtāSHən /






noun





















levulose

 
/ˈlēvyəˌlōs ˈlēvyəˌlōz /

 


‹Brit.›

 laevulose






noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for fructose
 .













levy

 
/ˈlevē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impose (a tax, fee, or fine)




•
 
a new tax could be 
levied on

 industry to pay for cleaning up contaminated land.










2.
 
impose a tax, fee, or fine on




•
 
there will be powers to levy the owner.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
levy on/upon

 )
 — seize (property) to satisfy a legal judgment




•
 
there were no goods to levy upon.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 enlist (someone) for military service




•
 
he sought to levy one man from each parish for service.










5.
 
begin to wage (war).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of levying a tax, fee, or fine




•
 
union members were hit with a 2 percent 
levy on

 all pay.










2.
 
a tax so raised.




3.
 
a sum collected for a specific purpose, especially as a supplement to an existing subscription.




4.
 
an item or set of items of property seized to satisfy a legal judgment.




5.
 


‹historical›

 an act of enlisting troops.




6.
 
(usu. 
levies

 )
 — a body of troops that have been enlisted




•
 
lightly armed local levies.














III.
 
derivatives





leviable

 
/ˈlevēəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
levee

 , feminine past participle of 
lever

 ‘raise,’ from Latin 
levare

 , from 
levis

 ‘light.’





lewd

 
/lo͞od/





I.
 
adjective




crude and offensive in a sexual way




•
 
she began to gyrate to the music and sing a lewd song.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lewdly

 
/ˈlo͞odlē /






adverb













2.
 
lewdness

 
/ˈlo͞odnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lǣwede

 , of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘belonging to the laity’; in Middle English, ‘belonging to the common people, vulgar,’ and later ‘worthless, vile, evil,’ leading to the current sense.





lewis

 
/ˈlo͞owəs/





I.
 
noun




a steel device for gripping heavy blocks of stone or concrete for lifting, consisting of three pieces arranged to form a dovetail, the outside pieces being fixed in a dovetail mortise by the insertion of the middle piece.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old French 
lous

 , plural of 
lou(p

 ) ‘wolf,’ the name of a kind of siege engine.





Lewis, Carl






(1961–), US track and field athlete; full name 
Frederick Carleton Lewis

 . He won Olympic gold medals in 1984, 1988, 1992, and 1996 (his ninth) for sprinting and the long jump and broke the world record for the 100 meters on several occasions.









Lewis, Cecil Day

 
/ˈlo͞o-is/






see Day-Lewis, C.










Lewis, C. S.






(1898–1963), British novelist, religious writer, and literary scholar; full name 
Clive Staples Lewis

 . He broadcast and wrote on religious and moral issues and created the imaginary land of Narnia for a series of children's books. Notable works: 
The Screwtape Letters

 (1942) and 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe

 (1950).









Lewis, Jerry






(1926–), US actor, comedian, and director; born 
Joseph Levitch

 . He was known initially for his act with Dean Martin 1946–1956 but then appeared on his own on the stage and in films and also worked as a director.









Lewis, Jerry Lee






(1935–), US rock-and-roll singer and pianist. In 1957, he had hits with 
“Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin' On”

 and 
“Great Balls of Fire.”

 His career was interrupted when his marriage to his 14-year-old cousin caused a public outcry.









Lewis, John Llewellyn






(1880–1969), US labor leader. He headed the United Mine Workers 1920–60 and organized the Committee for Industrial Organization 1935, which became the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). He served as its president until 1940.









Lewis, Meriwether






(1774–1809), US explorer. Together with William Clark, he led an expedition to explore the newly acquired Louisiana Purchase (1804–06). They traveled from St. Louis to the Pacific Northwest and back. He then served as governor of Louisiana Territory 1807–09.









Lewis, Sinclair






(1885–1951), US novelist; full name 
Harry Sinclair Lewis

 . His satirical works include 
Main Street

 (1920), 
Babbitt

 (1922), and 
Elmer Gantry

 (1927). Nobel Prize for Literature (1930).










Lewis acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound or ionic species that can accept an electron pair from a donor compound.











– origin

 1940s: named after Gilbert N. 
Lewis

 (1875–1946), US chemist.





Lewis and Clark Trail

 
/ˌlo͞oəs ənd ˈklärk ˌtrāl/






the route of the Lewis and Clark expedition that explored the Louisiana Purchase from St. Louis in Missouri to the Pacific coast from 1804 until 1806. Official name 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail

 .









Lewis base





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound or ionic species that can donate an electron pair to an acceptor compound.











– origin

 1960s: named after G. N. 
Lewis

 (see Lewis acid
 ).





Lewis gun





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a light, air-cooled machine gun with a magazine operated by gas from its own firing, used mainly in World War I.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after its inventor, Isaac N. 
Lewis

 (1858–1931), a colonel in the US Army.





lewisite

 
/ˈlo͞oəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark, oily liquid producing an irritant gas that causes blisters, developed for use in chemical warfare.

[An organic compound of arsenic; chem. formula: ClCH=CHAsCl2
 .]











– origin

 1920s: named after Winford L. 
Lewis

 (1878–1943), US chemist.





Lewiston





I.
 
an industrial city in northwestern Idaho, on the Snake River; pop. 31,764 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Maine, on the Androscoggin River, opposite Auburn; pop. 35,131 (est. 2008).









lex

 
/leks/





I.
 
noun





law
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘law.’





lex.






abbreviation



1.
 
lexical.




2.
 
lexicon.













Lexan

 
/ˈleksan/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a transparent plastic (polycarbonate) of high impact strength, used for cockpit canopies, bulletproof screens, etc.











– origin

 1950s: an invented name.





lexeme

 
/ˈlekˌsēm/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a basic lexical unit of a language, consisting of one word or several words, considered as an abstract unit, and applied to a family of words related by form or meaning.











– origin

 1940s: from lexicon
 + -eme
 .





lex fori

 
/ˈleks ˈfôrˌī, ˈfôrˌē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the law of the country in which an action is brought.











– origin

 Latin, ‘law of the court.’





lexical

 
/ˈleksək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the words or vocabulary of a language




•
 
lexical analysis.










2.
 
relating to or of the nature of a lexicon or dictionary




•
 
a lexical entry.














II.
 
derivatives





lexically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
lexikos

 ‘of words’ (from 
lexis

 ‘word’) + -al
 .





lexical meaning






noun




the meaning of a word considered in isolation from the sentence containing it and regardless of its grammatical context, e.g., of 
love

 in or as represented by 
loves, loved, loving

 , etc.













lexicographer

 
/ˌleksəˈkäɡrəfər/






noun




a person who compiles dictionaries.













lexicography

 
/ˌleksəˈkäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the practice of compiling dictionaries.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lexicographic

 
/ˌleksəkəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
lexicographical

 
/ˌleksəkəˈɡrafək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
lexicographically

 
/-kəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















lexicology

 
/ˌleksəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the form, meaning, and use of words.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lexicological

 
/ˌleksəkəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
lexicologically

 
/-kəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb






















lexicon

 
/ˈleksiˌkän ˈleksiˌkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the vocabulary of a person, language, or branch of knowledge




•
 
the size of the English lexicon.










2.
 
a dictionary, especially of Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, or Arabic




•
 
a Greek–Latin lexicon.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
lexikon (biblion

 ) ‘(book) of words,’ from 
lexis

 ‘word,’ from 
legein

 ‘speak.’





lexigram

 
/ˈleksəˌɡram/






noun




a symbol representing a word, especially one used in learning a language.













Lexington

 
/ˈleksiNGtən/





I.
 
a city in central Kentucky; pop. 282,114 (est. 2008). It is a noted horse-breeding center.




II.
 
a residential town in northeastern Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 30,272 (est. 2008). In 1775, it was the scene of the first battle in the American Revolution.









lexis

 
/ˈleksəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the total stock of words in a language




•
 
a notable loss of English lexis.










2.
 
the level of language consisting of vocabulary, as opposed to grammar or syntax.











– origin

 1950s (denoting the wording, as opposed to other elements, in a piece of writing): from Greek, literally ‘word’ (see lexicon
 ).





lex loci

 
/ˈleks ˈlōsī, -ˌsē, -ˌkē, -ˌkī/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the law of the country in which a transaction is performed, a tort is committed, or a property is situated.











– origin

 Latin, ‘law of the place.’





lex talionis

 
/ˈleks ˌtälēˈōnis, ˌtalē-/





I.
 
noun




the law of retaliation, whereby a punishment resembles the offense committed in kind and degree.











– origin

 Latin, from 
lex

 ‘law’ and 
talio(n-)

 ‘retaliation’ (from 
talis

 ‘such’).





Leyden jar





I.
 
noun




an early form of capacitor consisting of a glass jar with layers of metal foil on the outside and inside.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after 
Leyden

 (see Leiden
 ), where it was invented (1745).





Leyland cypress

 
/ˈlālənd, ˈlē-/





I.
 
noun




a fast-growing hybrid conifer that is narrowly conical with a dense growth of shoots bearing scalelike leaves, widely grown as a screening plant or for shelter.

[
× Cupressocyparis leylandii

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 ; a hybrid between the Nootka cypress and the Monterey cypress (macrocarpa).]











– origin

 1930s: named after Christopher J. 
Leyland

 (1849–1926), British horticulturist.





Leyte

 
/ˈlāˌtē, -ˌtā/






an island in the central Philippines; pop. 1,790,400 (est. 2009); chief town, Tacloban.










Leyte Gulf

 
/ˈlātē ˌɡəlf, ˈlātā ˌɡəlf/






an inlet of the Philippine Sea, in the eastern Philippines, between Leyte and Samar islands, scene of the destruction of a Japanese fleet in 1944, during World War II.









lez

 
/lez /

 
les






noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a lesbian.













lezzy

 
/ˈlezē /

 


‹Brit.›

 lezzer






noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a lesbian.













LF






abbreviation




low frequency.













lg.






abbreviation



1.
 
large.




2.
 
long.













LGBT






abbreviation




lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered.













LGBTQ






abbreviation




lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and queer (or questioning).













lge.






abbreviation




large.













LH






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 luteinizing hormone.













l.h.






abbreviation




left hand.














Lhasa

 
/ˈläsə/






the capital of Tibet; pop. 140,000. It is situated in the northern Himalayas at an altitude of 
c.

 11,800 feet (3,600 m) on a tributary of the Brahmaputra River. Known as the Forbidden City until the 20th century because it was closed to foreign visitors, it was the seat of the Dalai Lama until 1959.









Lhasa apso

 
/ˈläsə ˈäpsō, ˈlasə, ˈap-/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a small, long-coated breed, typically gold or gray and white, originating at Lhasa.











– origin

 1930s: from Lhasa
 + Tibetan 
a-sob

 .





LHC






abbreviation




Large Hadron Collider.













LHRH






abbreviation




luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone.













li

 
/lē/






noun




a Chinese unit of distance, equal to about 0.3 mile (0.5 km).













Li






symbol




the chemical element lithium.













LI






abbreviation




Long Island.













liability

 
/ˌlīəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being responsible for something, especially by law




•
 
the partners accept unlimited 
liability for

 any risks they undertake.










2.
 
(usu. 
liabilities

 )
 — a thing for which someone is responsible, especially a debt or financial obligation




•
 
valuing the company's liabilities and assets.










3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing whose presence or behavior is likely to cause embarrassment or put one at a disadvantage




•
 
he has become a political liability.



















liable

 
/ˈlī(ə)b(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
responsible by law; legally answerable




•
 
the supplier of goods or services can become 
liable for

 breach of contract in a variety of ways.










2.
 
likely to do or to be something




•
 
patients were liable to faint if they stood up too suddenly.










3.
 
(
liable to

 )
 — likely to experience (something undesirable)




•
 
areas liable to flooding.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Anglo-Norman French, from French 
lier

 ‘to bind,’ from Latin 
ligare

 .





liaise

 
/lēˈāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish a working relationship, typically in order to cooperate on a matter of mutual concern




•
 
she will 
liaise with

 teachers across the country.

















– origin

 1920s (originally British military slang): back-formation from liaison
 .






liaison

 
/ˈlēəˌzän lēˈāzän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
communication or cooperation that facilitates a close working relationship between people or organizations




•
 
the head porter works in close 
liaison with

 the reception office.










2.
 
a person who acts as a link to assist communication or cooperation between groups of people




•
 
he's our liaison with a number of interested parties.










3.
 
a sexual relationship, especially one that is secret and involves unfaithfulness to a partner.




4.
 
the binding or thickening agent of a sauce, often based on egg yolks.




5.
 


[Phonetics]

 (in French and other languages) the sounding of a consonant that is normally silent at the end of a word because the next word begins with a vowel.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a culinary term): from French, from 
lier

 ‘to bind.’





liaison officer






noun




a person who is employed to form a working relationship between two organizations to their mutual benefit.













liana

 
/lēˈänə lēˈanə /

 
liane





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woody climbing plant that hangs from trees, especially in tropical rain forests.




2.
 
the free-hanging stem of a liana.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
liane

 ‘clematis, liana,’ of unknown origin.





Liao1


 
/lēˈou/






a river in northeastern China that rises in Inner Mongolia and flows about 900 miles (1,450 km) east and then south to the Gulf of Liaodong at the head of the Gulf of Bo Hai.









Liao2


 
/liˈou/






a dynasty that ruled much of Manchuria and part of northeastern China 
AD

 947–1125.









Liaodong Peninsula

 
/lēˌouˌdo͝oNG pəˈninsələ/






a peninsula in northeastern China that extends south into the Yellow Sea between Bo Hai and Korea Bay.









Liaoning

 
/lēˈouˈniNG/






a province in northeastern China, bordered on the east by North Korea; capital, Shenyang.









liar

 
/ˈlī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a person who tells lies.











– origin

 Old English 
lēogere

 (see lie
 2
 , -ar
 4
 ).





Liard River

 
/ˈlēˌärd, lēˈärd/






a river that flows for 570 miles (920 km) from the Yukon Territory through British Columbia and the Northwest Territories to the Mackenzie River.









Lias

 
/ˈlīəs/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Lias

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 the earliest epoch of the Jurassic period, lasting from about 208 to 178 million years ago.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of rocks deposited during the Lias epoch, consisting of shales and limestones rich in fossils.








II.
 
derivatives





liassic

 
/līˈasik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting blue lias): from Old French 
liais

 ‘hard limestone,’ probably from 
lie

 (see lees
 ).





liatris

 
/līˈatris/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the blazing stars of the daisy family.

[Genus 
Liatris

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, of unknown origin.





lib

 
/lib/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (in the names of political movements) liberation




•
 
I'm all for 
women's lib

 .

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.





Lib.






abbreviation




Liberal.













libation

 
/līˈbāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink poured out as an offering to a deity.




2.
 
the pouring out of a drink as an offering to a deity




•
 
gin was poured in libation.










3.
 


‹humorous›

 a drink




•
 
they steadily worked their way through free food and the occasional libation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
libatio(n-)

 , from 
libare

 ‘pour as an offering.’





libber

 
/ˈlibər/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a member or advocate of a movement calling for the liberation of people or animals




•
 
a women's libber.




















libel

 
/ˈlībəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a published false statement that is damaging to a person's reputation; a written defamation.

Compare with slander
 .




2.
 
the action or crime of publishing a false statement about a person




•
 
a councilor who sued two national newspapers for libel




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a libel action.










3.
 
a false and malicious statement about a person.




4.
 
a thing or circumstance that brings undeserved discredit on a person by misrepresentation.




5.
 
(in admiralty and ecclesiastical law) a plaintiff's written declaration.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 defame (someone) by publishing a libel




•
 
she alleged the magazine had libeled her.










2.
 
make a false and malicious statement about.




3.
 
(in admiralty and ecclesiastical law) bring a suit against (someone).








III.
 
derivatives





libeler

 
/ˈlībələr /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘a document, a written statement’): via Old French from Latin 
libellus

 , diminutive of 
liber

 ‘book.’





libelous

 
/ˈlībələs /

 


‹Brit.›

 libellous





I.
 
adjective




containing or constituting a libel




•
 
a libelous newspaper story.














II.
 
derivatives





libelously






adverb





















Liberace

 
/ˌlibəˈräCHē/






(1919–87), US pianist and entertainer; full name 
Wladziu Valentino Liberace

 . He was known for his romantic arrangements of popular piano classics and for his flamboyant costumes. He appeared on his own television show from 1952 to 1957.










liberal

 
/ˈlib(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
open to new behavior or opinions and willing to discard traditional values




•
 
they have more liberal views toward marriage and divorce than some people.










2.
 
favorable to or respectful of individual rights and freedoms




•
 
liberal citizenship laws.










3.
 
(in a political context) favoring maximum individual liberty in political and social reform




•
 
a liberal democratic state.










4.
 
(
Liberal

 )
 — of or characteristic of Liberals or a Liberal Party.




5.
 
(
Liberal

 )
 — (in the UK) of or relating to the Liberal Democrat Party




•
 
the Liberal leader.










6.
 


[Theology]

 regarding many traditional beliefs as dispensable, invalidated by modern thought, or liable to change.




7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of education) concerned mainly with broadening a person's general knowledge and experience, rather than with technical or professional training.




8.
 
(especially of an interpretation of a law) broadly construed or understood; not strictly literal or exact




•
 
they could have given the 1968 Act a more liberal interpretation.










9.
 
given, used, or occurring in generous amounts




•
 
liberal amounts of wine had been consumed.










10.
 
(of a person) giving generously




•
 
Sam was too 
liberal with

 the wine.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person of liberal views.




2.
 
(
Liberal

 )
 — a supporter or member of a Liberal Party.








III.
 
derivatives





liberalness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
liberalis

 , from 
liber

 ‘free (man).’ The original sense was ‘suitable for a free man,’ hence ‘suitable for a gentleman’ (one not tied to a trade), surviving in 
liberal arts

 . Another early sense, ‘generous’ (
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective), gave rise to an obsolete meaning ‘free from restraint,’ leading to 
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective (late 18th cent).





liberal arts

 
/ˈlib(ə)rəl ärts/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 academic subjects such as literature, philosophy, mathematics, and social and physical sciences as distinct from professional and technical subjects.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the medieval trivium and quadrivium.











– origin

 
liberal

 , as distinct from 
servile

 or 
mechanical

 (i.e., involving manual labor) and originally referring to arts and sciences considered “worthy of a free man”; later the word related to general intellectual development rather than vocational training.





liberalism

 
/ˈlib(ə)rəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the holding of liberal views




•
 
one of the basic tenets of liberalism is tolerance




•
 
the shift from liberalism to radicalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
liberalist






noun













2.
 
liberalistic






adjective





















liberality

 
/ˌlibəˈralədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of giving or spending freely.




2.
 
the quality of being open to new ideas and free from prejudice




•
 
liberality toward bisexuality.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
liberalite

 , or from Latin 
liberalitas

 , from 
liberalis

 (see liberal
 ).





liberalization

 
/ˌlib(ə)rələˈzāSHən ˌlib(ə)rəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun




the removal or loosening of restrictions on something, typically an economic or political system




•
 
the government's policy of economic liberalization.



















liberalize

 
/ˈlib(ə)rəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove or loosen restrictions on (something, typically an economic or political system)




•
 
several agreements to liberalize trade were signed.














II.
 
derivatives





liberalizer






noun





















liberally

 
/ˈlib(ə)rəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in large or generous amounts




•
 
she quotes liberally from the Bible




•
 
steaks liberally sprinkled with salt and pepper




•
 
large firms contributed liberally to the relief fund.










2.
 
in a way that is not precise or strictly literal; loosely




•
 
the law is interpreted liberally




•
 
the obligations of treaties should be liberally construed.










3.
 
in a way that involves broadening a person's general knowledge and experience




•
 
liberally educated students.










4.
 
in a way that favors individual liberty and moderate political and social reform




•
 
I used to think more liberally.



















Liberal Party

 
/ˈlib(ə)rəl ˌpärdē/






a political party advocating liberal policies, in particular a British party that emerged in the 1860s from the old Whig Party and until World War I was one of the two major parties in Britain. The name was discontinued in official use in 1988 when the party regrouped with elements of the Social Democratic Party to form the Social and Liberal Democrats, now known as the Liberal Democrats.









liberate

 
/ˈlibəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set (someone) free from a situation, especially imprisonment or slavery, in which their liberty is severely restricted




•
 
the serfs had been liberated.










2.
 
free (a country, city, or people) from enemy occupation




•
 
twelve months earlier Paris had been liberated.










3.
 
release (someone) from a state or situation that limits freedom of thought or behavior




•
 
the use of computers can 
liberate

 students 
from

 the constraints of disabilities




•
 (as 
adj.

 
liberating

 )
 
the arts can have a liberating effect on people.










4.
 
free (someone) from rigid social conventions, especially those concerned with accepted sexual roles




•
 
ways of working politically that liberate women.










5.
 


‹informal›

 steal (something)




•
 
the drummer's wearing a beret he's liberated from Lord knows where.










6.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 release (gas, energy, etc.) as a result of chemical reaction or physical decomposition




•
 
energy liberated by the annihilation of matter.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
liberat-

 ‘freed,’ from the verb 
liberare

 , from 
liber

 ‘free.’





liberated

 
/ˈlibəˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) showing freedom from social conventions or traditional ideas, especially with regard to sexual roles




•
 
the modern image of the independent, liberated woman.










2.
 
(of a place or people) freed from imprisonment, slavery, or enemy occupation




•
 
liberated areas of the country.



















liberation

 
/ˌlibəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the act of setting someone free from imprisonment, slavery, or oppression; release




•
 
the liberation of all political prisoners.










2.
 
freedom from limits on thought or behavior




•
 
the struggle for women's liberation.














II.
 
derivatives





liberationist

 
/ˌlibəˈrāSH(ə)nəst /






noun





















liberation theology

 
/ˌlibəˈrāSHən THēˈäləjē/






noun




a movement in Christian theology, developed mainly by Latin American Roman Catholics, that emphasizes liberation from social, political, and economic oppression as an anticipation of ultimate salvation.














Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

 
/ˌlibəˌrāSH(ə)n ˌtīɡərz əv ˌtaməl ˈēˌlam/






another name for Tamil Tigers
 .









liberator

 
/ˈlibəˌrādər/






noun




a person who liberates a person or place from imprisonment or oppression




•
 
they saw themselves not as conquerors but as liberators.



















Liberia

 
/ˌlīˈbirēə/






I.

1.
 
a country on the Atlantic coast of West Africa; pop. 3,441,800 (est. 2009); capital, Monrovia; languages, English (official) and English-based pidgin.





Liberia was founded in 1822 as a settlement for freed slaves from the US and was proclaimed independent in 1847. Indigenous peoples form the majority of the population. In 1980, the predominant Liberian-American elite was overthrown in a coup, and a civil war began in 1990, ending with a ceasefire in 1996. A second civil war (1999–2003) resulted in a traditional government backed by the UN.







– origin

 from Latin 
liber

 ‘free.’





Liberian

 
/līˈbirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Liberia or its people




•
 
Liberian health care workers.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Liberia, or a person of Liberian descent




•
 
stews and soups are popular dishes among Liberians.



















libero

 
/ˈlēbərō/






noun




the rearmost, roaming defensive player in volleyball or soccer.













libertarian

 
/ˌlibərˈterēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an adherent of libertarianism


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
libertarian philosophy.










2.
 
a person who advocates civil liberty.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes in the doctrine of free will.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2): from liberty
 , on the pattern of words such as 
unitarian

 .





libertarianism

 
/ˌlibərˈterēənizəm/






noun




an extreme laissez-faire political philosophy advocating only minimal state intervention in the lives of citizens.

The adherents of libertarianism believe that private morality is not the state's affair and that therefore activities such as drug use and prostitution, which arguably harm no one but the participants, should not be illegal. Libertarianism shares elements with anarchism, although it is generally associated more with the political right, chiefly in the US.













libertine

 
/ˈlibərˌtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, especially a man, who behaves without moral principles or a sense of responsibility, especially in sexual matters.




2.
 
a person who rejects accepted opinions in matters of religion; a freethinker.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by a disregard of morality, especially in sexual matters




•
 
his more libertine impulses.










2.
 
freethinking in matters of religion.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
libertinage

 
/ˈlibərˌtēnəj /






noun













2.
 
libertinism

 
/ˈlibərˌtēˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a freed slave or the son of one): from Latin 
libertinus

 ‘freedman,’ from 
liber

 ‘free.’ In the mid 16th cent., imitating French 
libertin

 , the term denoted a member of any of various antinomian sects in France; hence 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun.






liberty

 
/ˈlibərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being free within society from oppressive restrictions imposed by authority on one's way of life, behavior, or political views




•
 
compulsory retirement would interfere with individual liberty.










2.
 
(usu. 
liberties

 )
 — an instance of this; a right or privilege, especially a statutory one




•
 
the Bill of Rights was intended to secure basic civil liberties.










3.
 
the state of not being imprisoned or enslaved




•
 
people who have lost property or liberty without due process.










4.
 
(
Liberty

 )
 — the personification of liberty as a female figure.




5.
 
the power or scope to act as one pleases




•
 
individuals should enjoy the liberty to pursue their own interests and preferences.










6.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person's freedom from control by fate or necessity.




7.
 


‹informal›

 a presumptuous remark or action




•
 
how did he know what she was thinking?—it was a liberty!










8.
 


[Nautical]

 shore leave granted to a sailor.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at liberty





a.
 
not imprisoned




•
 
he was at liberty for three months before he was recaptured.










b.
 
allowed or entitled to do something




•
 
competent adults are generally 
at liberty to

 refuse medical treatment.















2.
 
take liberties





a.
 
behave in an unduly familiar manner toward a person




•
 
you've 
taken

 too many 
liberties with

 me.










b.
 
treat something freely, without strict faithfulness to the facts or to an original




•
 
the scriptwriter has 
taken

 few 
liberties with

 the original narrative.















3.
 
take the liberty






venture to do something without first asking permission




•
 
I have 
taken the liberty of

 submitting an idea to several of their research departments.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
liberte

 , from Latin 
libertas

 , from 
liber

 ‘free.’





Liberty Bell






noun




a bell in Philadelphia first rung on July 8, 1776, to celebrate the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence. It bears the legend “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof” (Leviticus 25:10).













liberty cap

 
/ˈlibərdē kap/






noun



1.
 
a common small European toadstool that has a grayish-brown cap with a distinct boss and a long thin stem, containing the hallucinogen psilocybin.

See also magic mushroom
 . [
Psilocybe semilanceata

 , family 
Strophariaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]




2.
 
another term for cap of liberty
 .













Liberty Island






an island in New York Bay, off Jersey City in New Jersey, site (since 1885) of the Statue of Liberty.









Liberty ship






noun






‹historical›

 a prefabricated US-built freighter of World War II.













libidinous

 
/ləˈbidənəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing excessive sexual drive; lustful.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
libidinously






adverb













2.
 
libidinousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
libidinosus

 , from 
libido

 ‘desire, lust.’





libido

 
/ləˈbēdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sexual desire




•
 
loss of libido




•
 
a deficient libido.










2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the energy of the sexual drive as a component of the life instinct.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
libidinal

 
/ləˈbidn(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
libidinally

 
/-ˈbidn-əlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘desire, lust.’





LIBOR

 
/ˈlībôr/






abbreviation




London interbank offered rate, the basic rate of interest used in lending between banks on the London interbank market and also used as a reference for setting the interest rate on other loans.













libra

 
/ˈlēbrə/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) a unit of weight, equivalent to 12 ounces (0.34 kg). It was the forerunner of the pound.











– origin

 Latin, ‘pound, balance.’





Libra

 
/ˈlēbrə/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small constellation (the Scales or Balance), said to represent the balance that is the symbol of justice. It contains no bright stars.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Librae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Librae.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the seventh sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters at the northern autumnal equinox (about September 23).




IV.
 
(
a Libra

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Libra.







– origin

 Latin.





Libran

 
/ˈlēbrən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Libra




•
 
a Libran role model.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Libra




•
 
Librans are usually very sympathetic.




















librarian

 
/ˌlīˈbrerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person, typically with a degree in library science, who administers or assists in a library.








II.
 
derivatives





librarianship

 
/līˈbrerēənˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a scribe or copyist): from Latin 
librarius

 ‘relating to books,’ (used as a noun) ‘bookseller, scribe,’ + -an
 .





library

 
/ˈlīˌbrerē ˈlīb(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building or room containing collections of books, periodicals, and sometimes films and recorded music for people to read, borrow, or refer to




•
 
a school library




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a library book.










2.
 
a collection of books and periodicals held in a library




•
 
the Institute houses an outstanding library of 35,000 volumes on the fine arts.










3.
 
a collection of films, recorded music, genetic material, etc., organized systematically and kept for research or borrowing




•
 
a record library.










4.
 
a series of books, recordings, etc., issued by the same company and similar in appearance.




5.
 
a room in a private house where books are kept.




6.
 
(also 
software library

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a collection of programs and software packages made generally available, often loaded and stored on disk for immediate use.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
libraria

 ‘bookshop,’ feminine (used as a noun) of 
librarius

 ‘relating to books,’ from 
liber

 , 
libr-

 ‘book.’





library edition

 
/ˈlīˌbrerē əˌdiSHən/






noun




an edition of a book that is of large size and has good-quality print and binding, especially the standard edition of a writer's works.













Library of Congress






the US national library, in Washington, DC.









library school






noun




a graduate school of a university teaching library science.













library science

 
/ˈlīˌbrərē ˈsīəns/






noun




the study of collecting, preserving, cataloging, and making available books and other documents in libraries.













libration

 
/līˈbrāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 an apparent or real oscillation of the moon, by which parts near the edge of the disc that are often not visible from the earth sometimes come into view.








II.
 
derivatives





librate

 
/ˈlīˌbrāt /






verb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting an oscillating motion, or equilibrium): from Latin 
libratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
librare

 , from 
libra

 ‘a balance.’





libretto

 
/ləˈbredō/





I.
 
noun




the text of an opera or other long vocal work.








II.
 
derivatives





librettist

 
/ləˈbredəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
libro

 ‘book,’ from Latin 
liber

 .





Libreville

 
/ˈlēbrəˌvil/






the capital of Gabon, a port on the Atlantic coast at the mouth of the Gabon River; pop. 576,000 (est. 2007).










Librium

 
/ˈlibrēəm/





I.
 
noun




trademark for chlordiazepoxide
 .











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





Libya

 
/ˈlibēə/







1.
 
a country in North Africa, in the Sahara Desert, with a coastline on the Mediterranean Sea; pop. 6,324,400 (est. 2009); capital, Tripoli; official language, Arabic.




2.
 
ancient northern Africa west of Egypt.





The area came under Turkish domination in the 16th century, was annexed by Italy in 1912, and became an independent kingdom in 1951. The monarchy was overthrown in 1969, and the country emerged with a radical revolutionary leadership. In 2003, the government announced it would cease its program to develop weapons of mass destruction. Libya has major oil deposits.









Libyan

 
/ˈlibēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Libya or its people




•
 
a Libyan government spokesman.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Libya, or a person of Libyan descent




•
 
Libyans eagerly await jumbo jets filled with tourists.




















Libyan Desert






the name for the northeastern Sahara Desert, west of the Nile in Egypt, Libya, and northwestern Sudan.

Also called Western Desert
 (in Egypt).









lice

 
/līs/






plural form of louse
 .










license

 
/ˈlīs(ə)ns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a permit from an authority to own or use something, do a particular thing, or carry on a trade (especially in alcoholic beverages)




•
 
a gun license




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
vehicle license fees.










2.
 
formal or official permission to do something




•
 
logging is permitted under license from the Forest Service.










3.
 
a writer's or artist's freedom to deviate from fact or from conventions such as grammar, meter, or perspective, for effect




•
 
artistic license.










4.
 
freedom to behave as one wishes, especially in a way that results in excessive or unacceptable behavior




•
 
the government was criticized for giving the army too much license.










5.
 
(
a license to do something

 )
 — a reason or excuse to do something wrong or excessive




•
 
police say that the lenient sentence is a license to assault.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant a license to (someone or something) to permit the use of something or to allow an activity to take place




•
 
brokers must be licensed to sell health-related insurance




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he ought not to have been licensed to fly a plane




•
 (as 
adj.

 
licensing

 )
 
a licensing authority.










2.
 
authorize the use, performance, or release of (something)




•
 
the drug is already licensed for human use




•
 
he was required to delete certain scenes before the film could be licensed for showing.










3.
 


‹dated›

 give permission to (someone) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he was licensed to do no more than send a message.














III.
 
phrases





license to print money






a very lucrative commercial activity, typically one perceived as requiring little effort.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
licensable






adjective













2.
 
licenser

 
/ˈlīs(ə)nsər /






noun













3.
 
licensor

 
/ˈlīs(ə)nsər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
licentia

 ‘freedom, licentiousness’ (in medieval Latin ‘authority, permission’), from 
licere

 ‘be lawful or permitted.’





licensed

 
/ˈlīs(ə)nst/






adjective




having an official license




•
 
a licensed taxi operator.



















licensee

 
/ˌlīs(ə)nˈsē/






noun




the holder of a license.













license number






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the series of letters or numbers identifying a vehicle, displayed on a license plate.














license plate

 
/ˈlīsns plāt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sign affixed to a vehicle displaying a series of letters or numbers indicating that the vehicle has been registered with the state.













licensure

 
/ˈlīsənSHər, -ˌSHo͝or/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the granting or regulation of licenses, as for professionals




•
 
licensure for respiratory therapists.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from license
 + -ure
 .





licentiate

 
/līˈsenSH(ē)it/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the holder of a certificate of competence to practice a certain profession.




2.
 
(in certain universities, especially in Europe) a degree between that of bachelor and master or doctor.




3.
 
the holder of a licentiate degree.








II.
 
derivatives





licentiateship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin, noun use of 
licentiatus

 ‘having freedom,’ based on 
licentia

 ‘freedom.’





licentious

 
/līˈsenSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
promiscuous and unprincipled in sexual matters.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 disregarding accepted rules or conventions, especially in grammar or literary style.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
licentiously

 
/līˈsenSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
licentiousness

 
/līˈsenSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
licentiosus

 , from 
licentia

 ‘freedom.’





lichen

 
/ˈlīkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple slow-growing plant that typically forms a low crustlike, leaflike, or branching growth on rocks, walls, and trees.

Lichens are composite plants consisting of a fungus that contains photosynthetic algal cells. Their classification is based upon that of the fungal partner, which in most cases belongs to the subdivision Ascomycotina, and the algal partners are either green algae or cyanobacteria. Lichens obtain their water and nutrients from the atmosphere and can be sensitive indicators of atmospheric pollution.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a skin disease in which small pimples or bumps occur close together.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lichened

 
/ˈlīk(ə)nd /






adjective





lichen
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
lichenology

 
/ˌlīkəˈnäləjē /






noun





lichen
 (
sense

 1)













3.
 
lichenous

 
/-nəs /






adjective





lichen
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
leikhēn

 .





licht

 
/liKHt/






noun, adjective, verb




Scottish variant of light
 1
 , light
 2
 .













Lichtenstein, Roy

 
/ˈliktənˌstēn/






(1923–97), US painter and sculptor. A leading exponent of pop art, he became known for paintings inspired by comic strips. Notable works: 
Whaam!

 (1963) and 
Big Painting VI

 (1965).









-licious





I.
 
combining form






‹informal›

 forming adjectives denoting someone or something as delightful or extremely attractive




•
 
babelicious




•
 
bootylicious.

















– origin

 1950s: from delicious
 .






licit

 
/ˈlisit/





I.
 
adjective




not forbidden; lawful




•
 
licit and illicit drugs.














II.
 
derivatives





licitly






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
licitus

 ‘allowed,’ from the verb 
licere

 .






lick

 
/lik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass the tongue over (something), typically in order to taste, moisten, or clean it




•
 
he licked the stamp and stuck it on the envelope




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
licked at

 his damaged hand with his tongue.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a flame, wave, or breeze) move lightly and quickly like a tongue




•
 
the flames licked around the wood.










3.
 


‹informal›

 defeat (someone) comprehensively




•
 
all right, Mary, I know when I'm licked.










4.
 
thrash




•
 
she stands tall and could lick any man in the place.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of licking something with the tongue




•
 
Sammy gave his fingers a long lick.










2.
 
a movement of flame, water, etc., resembling this.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a light coating or quick application of something, especially paint




•
 
all she'd need to do to the kitchen was give it 
a lick of

 paint.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] [usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(US)

 an extremely small amount of something abstract




•
 
there's not a lick of suspense in the entire plot.










5.
 
(often 
licks

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a short phrase or solo in jazz or popular music




•
 
cool guitar licks.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a smart blow




•
 
his mother gave him several licks for daring to blaspheme.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a lick








‹informal›

 at a fast pace; with considerable speed.









2.
 
a lick and a promise








‹informal›

 a hasty performance of a task, especially of cleaning something.









3.
 ass) ">
lick someone's boots ( ass)






be excessively obsequious toward someone, especially to gain favor from them.









4.
 
lick someone/something into shape






see shape
 .









5.
 
lick one's lips (or chops)






look forward to something with eager anticipation.









6.
 
lick one's wounds






retire to recover one's strength or confidence after a defeat or humiliating experience




•
 
the political organization he worked for was licking its wounds after electoral defeat.















7.
 
not be able to do something a lick








(US)

 
‹informal›

 be totally incompetent at a specified activity




•
 
I couldn't sing a lick.


















IV.
 
derivatives





licker






noun




[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 —


















– origin

 Old English 
liccian

 ; related to Dutch 
likken

 and German 
lecken

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
leikhein

 and Latin 
lingere

 .






lickerish

 
/ˈlik(ə)riSH/





I.
 
adjective




lecherous




•
 
a barrage of lickerish grins and dirty jokes.














II.
 
derivatives





lickerishly






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
lickerous

 , in the same sense, from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
lecheros

 (see lecherous
 ).





lickety-split

 
/ˌlikədēˈsplit/





I.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 as quickly as possible; immediately




•
 
I took off lickety-split across the lawn.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the phrase 
as fast as lickety

 ‘at full speed’): from a fanciful extension of lick
 + the verb split
 .





licking

 
/ˈlikiNG/






noun






‹informal›

 a severe defeat or beating.













lickspittle

 
/ˈlikˌspidl/






noun




a person who behaves obsequiously to those in power.













licorice

 
/ˈlik(ə)riSH ˈlik(ə)ris /

 


‹Brit.›

 liquorice





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet, chewy, aromatic black substance made by evaporation from the juice of a root and used as a candy and in medicine.




2.
 
a candy flavored with licorice


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
licorice gumdrops.










3.
 
the widely distributed plant of the pea family from which licorice is obtained.

[Genus 
Glycyrrhiza

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ; many species are used locally to obtain licorice, the chief commercial source being the cultivated 
G. glabra

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
licoresse

 , from late Latin 
liquiritia

 , from Greek 
glukurrhiza

 , from 
glukus

 ‘sweet’ + 
rhiza

 ‘root.’





licorice stick






noun



1.
 
a stick of licorice candy.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 a clarinet.













lictor

 
/ˈliktər/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) an officer attending the consul or other magistrate, bearing the fasces, and executing sentences on offenders.











– origin

 Latin, perhaps related to 
ligare

 ‘to bind.’






lid

 
/lid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a removable or hinged cover for the top of a container




•
 
a large frying pan with a lid




•
 
a garbage can lid.










2.
 
(usu. 
lids

 )
 — an eyelid




•
 
eyes now hooded beneath heavy lids.










3.
 


[Botany]

 the operculum of a moss capsule.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a hat.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
blow (or take) the lid off








‹informal›

 reveal unwelcome secrets about




•
 
prosecutors have taken the lid off a multimillion-dollar payoff scandal.















2.
 
keep a (or the) lid on





a.
 


‹informal›

 keep (an emotion or process) from going out of control




•
 
she was no longer able to keep the lid on her simmering anger.










b.
 
keep secret




•
 
she keeps a very tight lid on her own private life.















3.
 
put a (or the) lid on








‹informal›

 put a stop to or be the culmination of




•
 
it's time to put the lid on all the talk.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lidded

 
/ˈlidid /






adjective













2.
 
lidless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hlid

 , of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘cover’; related to Dutch 
lid

 .





lidar

 
/ˈlīdär/





I.
 
noun




a detection system that works on the principle of radar, but uses light from a laser.











– origin

 1960s: blend of light
 1
 and radar
 .





Liddell, Eric

 
/ˈlidl, liˈdel/






(1902–45), British runner and missionary, born in China; full name 
Eric Henry Liddell

 . In the 1924 Olympic Games, he won the 400 meters in world record time. His exploits were celebrated in the movie 
Chariots of Fire

 (1981).









lido

 
/ˈlēdō/





I.
 
noun




a public, open-air swimming pool or beach.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Italian 
Lido

 , from 
lido

 ‘shore,’ from Latin 
litus

 .





Lido

 
/ˈlēdō/






an island reef off the coast of northeastern Italy, in the northern Adriatic. It separates the Lagoon of Venice from the Gulf of Venice. Full name 
Lido di Malamocco

 .










lidocaine

 
/ˈlīdəˌkān/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a synthetic compound used as a local anesthetic, e.g., for dental surgery, and in treating abnormal heart rhythms.

[An aromatic amide; chem. formula: C14
 H22
 N2
 O.]











– origin

 1940s: from (
acetani)lid(e

 ) + 
-caine

 (from cocaine
 ).






lie1


 
/lī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) be in or assume a horizontal or resting position on a supporting surface




•
 
the man lay face downward on the grass




•
 
I had to 
lie down

 for two hours because I was groggy




•
 
Lily lay back on the pillows and watched him.










2.
 
(of a thing) rest flat on a surface




•
 
a book lay open on the table.










3.
 
(of a dead person) be buried in a particular place.




4.
 
be, remain, or be kept in a specified state




•
 
the church lies in ruins today




•
 
putting homeless families into apartments that would otherwise lie empty.










5.
 
(of something abstract) reside or be found




•
 
the solution lies in a return to “traditional family values.”










6.
 
(of a place) be situated in a specified position or direction




•
 
the small town of Swampscott lies about ten miles north of Boston.










7.
 
(of a scene) extend from the observer's viewpoint in a specified direction




•
 
stand here, and all of Amsterdam lies before you.










8.
 


[Law]

 (of an action, charge, or claim) be admissible or sustainable.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the lie

 )


1.
 
the way, direction, or position in which something lies.




2.
 


[Golf]

 the position in which a golf ball comes to rest, especially as regards the ease of the next shot.




3.
 
the lair or place of cover of an animal.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
let something lie






take no action regarding a controversial or problematic matter.









2.
 
lie heavy on one






cause one to feel troubled or uncomfortable.









3.
 
lie in state






(of the corpse of a person of national importance) be laid in a public place of honor before burial.









4.
 
lie in wait






conceal oneself, waiting to surprise, attack, or catch someone.









5.
 
lie low






(especially of a criminal) keep out of sight; avoid detection or attention




•
 
at the time of the murder, he appears to have been lying low in a barn.















6.
 
take something lying down






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — accept an insult, setback, rebuke, etc., without reacting or protesting.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
lie ahead






be going to happen; be in store




•
 
I'm excited by what lies ahead.















2.
 
lie around/about





a.
 
(of an object) be left carelessly out of place




•
 
there were pills and potions lying around in every corner of the house.










b.
 
(of a person) pass the time lazily or aimlessly




•
 
you all just lay around all day on your backsides, didn't you?















3.
 
lie behind






be the real, often hidden, reason for (something)




•
 
a subtle strategy lies behind such silly claims.















4.
 
lie in





a.
 


(Brit.)

 remain in bed after the normal time for getting up.




b.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a pregnant woman) go to bed to give birth.









5.
 
lie off








[Nautical]

 (of a ship) stand some distance from shore or from another ship.









6.
 
lie to








[Nautical]

 (of a ship) come almost to a stop with its head toward the wind.









7.
 
lie with





a.
 
(of a responsibility or problem) be attributable to (someone)




•
 
the ultimate responsibility for the violence lies with the country's president.










b.
 


‹archaic›

 have sexual intercourse with.















– origin

 Old English 
licgan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
liggen

 and German 
liegen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
lektron

 , 
lekhos

 and Latin 
lectus

 ‘bed.’ / 
usage:

 The verb 
lie

 (‘assume a horizontal or resting position’) is often confused with the verb 
lay

 (‘put something down’), giving rise to incorrect uses such as he is 
laying

 on the bed (correct use is he is 
lying

 on the bed) or why don't you 
lie

 the suitcase on the bed? (correct use is why don't you 
lay

 the suitcase on the bed?). The confusion is only heightened by the fact that 
lay

 is not only the base form of 
to lay

 , but is also the past tense of 
to lie

 , so while he is 
laying

 on the bed is incorrect, he 
lay

 on the bed yesterday is quite correct. For more discussion of these 
lie

 and 
lay

 verb forms, see usage at lay
 1
 .






lie2


 
/lī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an intentionally false statement




•
 
Mungo felt a pang of shame at 
telling

 Alice 
a lie






•
 
the whole thing is 
a pack of lies

 .










2.
 
used with reference to a situation involving deception or founded on a mistaken impression




•
 
all their married life she had been 
living a lie

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell a lie or lies




•
 
why had Wesley lied about his visit to Philadelphia?




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I am sixty-five,” she lied.










2.
 
(
lie one's way into/out of

 )
 — get oneself into or out of a situation by lying




•
 
you lied your way on to this voyage by implying you were an experienced sailor.










3.
 
(of a thing) present a false impression; be deceptive




•
 
the camera cannot lie.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give the lie to






serve to show that (something seemingly apparent or previously stated or believed) is not true




•
 
these figures give the lie to the notion that Britain is excessively strike-ridden.















2.
 
I tell a lie (or that's a lie)








‹informal›

 an expression used to correct oneself immediately when one realizes that one has made an incorrect remark




•
 
I never used to dream—I tell a lie, I did dream when I was little.















3.
 
lie through one's teeth








‹informal›

 tell an outright lie without remorse.















– origin

 Old English 
lyge

 (noun), 
lēogan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
liegen

 and German 
lügen

 .





Lie, Trygve Halvdan

 
/lē/






(1896–1968), Norwegian politician; first secretary general of the United Nations 1946–53.









Liebchen

 
/ˈlēbCHən, ˈlēp-, -SHən, -KHən/





I.
 
noun




a person who is very dear to another (often used as a term of endearment).











– origin

 German, diminutive of 
lieb

 ‘dear.’





Lieberman, Joe

 
/ˈlēbərmən/






(1942–) US politician; full name 
Joseph Isador Lieberman

 . He has served in the US Senate since being seated in 1989 as a Connecticut Democrat. In 2000, he was the running mate in Al Gore's unsuccessful bid for the presidency. Lieberman's role in the Democratic Party has been strained since losing the party's primary for Senate re-election in 2006, then winning the election as a third-party candidate, and two years later openly supporting Republican presidential candidate John McCain.









Liebfraumilch

 
/ˈlēbˌfrouˌmilCH, ˈlēp-, -ˌmilk, -ˌmilKH/





I.
 
noun




a light white wine from the Rhine region.











– origin

 German, from 
lieb

 ‘dear’ + 
Frau

 ‘lady’ (referring to the Virgin Mary, patroness of the convent where it was first made) + 
Milch

 ‘milk.’





Liebig, Justus von

 
/ˈlēbiɡ, -biKH/






Baron (1803–73), German chemist and teacher. With Friedrich Wöhler, he discovered the benzoyl radical and demonstrated that such radicals were groups of atoms that remained unchanged in many chemical reactions.









Liechtenstein

 
/ˈliktənˌstīn ˈliktənˌSHtīn/






I.

1.
 
a small independent principality in the Alps, between Switzerland and Austria; pop. 34,800 (est. 2009); capital, Vaduz; official language, German.





The principality was created in 1719 within the Holy Roman Empire and became independent of the German confederation in 1866. Liechtenstein is economically integrated with Switzerland.




II.
 
derivatives





Lichtensteiner






noun





















lied

 
/ˈlēd/





I.
 
noun




a type of German song, especially of the Romantic period, typically for solo voice with piano accompaniment.











– origin

 from German 
Lied

 .





lie detector

 
/ˈlī dəˌtektər/






noun




an instrument for determining whether a person is telling the truth by testing for physiological changes considered to be associated with lying.

Compare with polygraph
 .














lief

 
/lēf/





I.
 
adverb

 — (
as lief

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 as happily; as gladly




•
 
he would just as lief eat a pincushion.

















– origin

 Old English 
lēof

 ‘dear, pleasant,’ of Germanic origin: related to leave
 2
 and love
 .






liege

 
/lēZH lēj /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
concerned with or relating to the relationship between a feudal superior and a vassal




•
 
an oath of fealty and 
liege homage

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a feudal superior or sovereign.




2.
 
a vassal or subject




•
 
the king's lieges.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
lige

 , 
liege

 from medieval Latin 
laeticus

 , probably of Germanic origin.






Liège

 
/lēˈeZH/





I.
 
a province of eastern Belgium. Formerly ruled by independent prince-bishops, it became a part of the Netherlands in 1815 and of Belgium in 1830.

Flemish name Luik
 .




II.
 
the capital of Liège, situated at the junction of the Meuse and Ourthe rivers; pop. 190,102 (2008).









liegeman

 
/ˈlē(d)ZHˌman ˈlē(d)ZHmən/






noun






‹historical›

 a vassal who owes feudal service or allegiance to a nobleman.













lien

 
/ˈlē(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a right to keep possession of property belonging to another person until a debt owed by that person is discharged.








II.
 
derivatives





lienor






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, via Old French 
loien

 from Latin 
ligamen

 ‘bond,’ from 
ligare

 ‘to bind.’





lierne

 
/lēˈərn/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Architecture]

 (in vaulting) a short rib connecting the bosses and intersections of the principal ribs




•
 
a fine lierne vault.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, perhaps a transferred use of dialect 
lierne

 (standard French 
liane

 ) ‘clematis.’






lieu

 
/lo͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
in lieu

 )


1.
 
instead




•
 
the company issued additional shares to shareholders 
in lieu of

 a cash dividend.

















– origin

 Middle English: via French from Latin 
locus

 ‘place.’





Lieut.






abbreviation




lieutenant.














lieutenant

 
/lo͞oˈtenənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deputy or substitute acting for a superior




•
 
he accepted his top lieutenant’s resignation with deep regret.










2.
 
see first lieutenant
 , second lieutenant
 .




3.
 
a naval officer of a high rank, in particular a commissioned officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above lieutenant junior grade and below lieutenant commander.




4.
 
a police or fire department officer next in rank below captain.








II.
 
derivatives





lieutenancy

 
/lo͞oˈtenənsē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French (see lieu
 , tenant
 ). / 
usage:

 In the normal British pronunciation of 
lieutenant

 , the first syllable sounds like 
lef

 . In the standard US pronunciation, the first syllable, in contrast, sounds like 
loo

 . It is difficult to explain where the 
f

 in the British pronunciation comes from. Probably, at some point before the 19th century, the 
u

 at the end of Old French 
lieu

 was read and pronounced as a 
v

 , and the 
v

 later became an 
f

 .






lieutenant colonel

 
/lo͞oˈˌtenənt ˈkərnl/






noun




a commissioned officer in the US Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps ranking above major and below colonel.













lieutenant commander

 
/lo͞oˈˌtenənt kəˈmandər/






noun




a commissioned officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above lieutenant and below commander.













lieutenant general

 
/lo͞oˈˌtenənt ˈjen(ə)rəl/






noun




a commissioned officer in the US Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps ranking above major general and below general.













lieutenant governor

 
/lo͞oˈˌtenənt ˈɡəv(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the executive officer of a state who is next in rank to a governor and who takes the governor's place in case of disability or death.




2.
 
the executive officer of a Canadian province, appointed by the governor general.








II.
 
derivatives





lieutenant governorship






noun





















lieutenant junior grade






noun




a commissioned officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above ensign and below lieutenant.














life

 
/līf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition that distinguishes animals and plants from inorganic matter, including the capacity for growth, reproduction, functional activity, and continual change preceding death




•
 
the origins of life.










2.
 
living things and their activity




•
 
some sort of life existed on Mars




•
 
lower forms of life




•
 
the ice-cream vendors were the only signs of life.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a particular type or aspect of people's existence




•
 
an experienced teacher will help you settle into school life




•
 
revelations about his private life




•
 
his father decided to start a new life in California.










4.
 
vitality, vigor, or energy




•
 
she was beautiful and full of life.










5.
 
the existence of an individual human being or animal




•
 
a disaster that claimed the lives of 266 Americans




•
 
she didn't want to die; she loved life.










6.
 
a biography




•
 
a life of Shelley.










7.
 
either of the two states of a person's existence separated by death (as in Christianity and some other religious traditions)




•
 
too much happiness in this life could reduce the chances of salvation in the next.










8.
 
any of a number of successive existences in which a soul is held to be reincarnated (as in Hinduism and some other religious traditions).




9.
 
a chance to live after narrowly escaping death (especially with reference to the nine lives traditionally attributed to cats).




10.
 
(usu. 
one's life

 )
 — the period between the birth and death of a living thing, especially a human being




•
 
she has lived all her life in the country




•
 
I want to be with you for the rest of my life




•
 
they became friends 
for life

 .










11.
 
the period during which something inanimate or abstract continues to exist, function, or be valid




•
 
underlay helps to prolong the life of a carpet.










12.
 


‹informal›

 a sentence of imprisonment for life.




13.
 
(in art) the depiction of a subject from a real model, rather than from an artist's imagination




•
 
the pose and clothing were sketched 
from life






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
life drawing.







See also still life
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring (or come) to life





a.
 
regain or cause to regain consciousness or return as if from death




•
 
all this was of great interest to her, as if she were coming to life after a long sleep.










b.
 
(with reference to a fictional character or inanimate object) cause or seem to be alive or real




•
 
he brings the character of MacDonald to life with power and precision




•
 
all the puppets came to life again.










c.
 
make or become active, lively, or interesting




•
 
soon, with the return of the peasants and fishermen, the village comes to life again




•
 
you can bring any room to life with these coordinating cushions.















2.
 
do anything for a quiet life






make any concession to avoid being disturbed.









3.
 
for dear (or one's) life






as if or in order to escape death




•
 
I clung to the tree for dear life




•
 
Sue struggled free and ran for her life.















4.
 
for the life of me








‹informal›

 however hard I try; even if my life depended on it




•
 
I can't for the life of me understand what it is you see in that place.















5.
 
frighten the life out of






terrify.









6.
 
get a life






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 start living a fuller or more interesting existence




•
 
if he's a lout, then get yourself out of there and get a life.















7.
 
give one's life for






die for.









8.
 
(as) large as life








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that a person is conspicuously present




•
 
he was standing nearby, large as life.















9.
 
larger than life






seeming disproportionately important, interesting, etc.; attracting much attention




•
 
your problems seem larger than life at that time of night.















10.
 
life and limb






see limb
 1
 .









11.
 
the life of the party






a vivacious and sociable person.









12.
 
life in the fast lane






see fast lane
 .









13.
 
one's life's work






the work (especially that of an academic or artistic nature) accomplished in or pursued throughout someone's lifetime.









14.
 
lose one's life






be killed




•
 
he lost his life in a car accident.















15.
 
a matter of life and death






a matter of vital importance.









16.
 
not on your life








‹informal›

 said to emphasize one's refusal to comply with a request




•
 
“I want to see Clare alone.” “Not on your life,” said Buzz.















17.
 
save someone's (or one's own) life





a.
 
prevent someone's (or one's own) death




•
 
the driver of the truck managed to save his life by leaping out of the cab.










b.
 


‹informal›

 provide much-needed relief from boredom or a difficult situation.









18.
 
see life






gain a wide experience of the world, especially its more pleasurable aspects.









19.
 
take one's life in one's own hands






risk being killed.









20.
 
take someone's (or one's own) life






kill someone (or oneself).









21.
 
that's life






an expression of one's acceptance of a situation, however difficult




•
 
we'll miss each other, but still, that's life.















22.
 
this is the life






an expression of contentment with one's present circumstances




•
 
Ice cubes clinked in crystal glasses. “This is the life,” she said.















23.
 
to the life






exactly like the original




•
 
there he was, Nathan to the life, sitting at a table.















24.
 
to save one's life






[with 
modal

 and 
negative

 ]
 — even if one's life were to depend on it




•
 
she couldn't stop crying now to save her life.





















– origin

 Old English 
līf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lijf

 , German 
Leib

 ‘body,’ also to live
 1
 .





life-and-death

 
/ˈˌlīf ən ˈdeTH /

 
life-or-death






adjective




deciding whether someone lives or dies; vitally important




•
 
life-and-death decisions.



















lifebelt

 
/ˈlīfˌbelt/






noun




a life preserver in the shape of a belt.













lifeblood

 
/ˈlīfˌbləd/






noun



1.
 
the blood, as being necessary to life.




2.
 
the indispensable factor or influence that gives something its strength and vitality




•
 
my family was the lifeblood of the church.



















lifeboat

 
/ˈlīfˌbōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a specially constructed boat launched from land to rescue people in distress at sea.




2.
 
a small boat kept on a ship for use in emergency, typically one of a number on deck or suspended from davits.








II.
 
derivatives





lifeboatman

 
/ˈlīfˌbōtmən /






noun





















lifebuoy

 
/ˈlīfˌbo͞oē ˈlīfˌboi/






noun




a life preserver, especially one in the shape of a ring.













lifecast1


 
/ˈlīfˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a three-dimensional representation of a subject created from a mold of their living body




•
 
epoxy resin is used to make the lifecasts, which are then finished in bronze.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
lifecasting

 )


1.
 
create (a three-dimensional representation of a subject) from a mold of their living body




•
 
lifecasting is accurate enough to capture fingerprints, wrinkles, and even hair follicles




•
 
the artist's debut features nude human figures lifecast from rubber, bronze, and polyurethane.














III.
 
derivatives





lifecaster






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from life
 and cast
 1
 .





lifecast2


 
/ˈlīfˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a continuous video of one's day-to-day activities broadcast live on the Internet




•
 
he strapped a camera to the side of his head and invited the world to share his unabridged lifecast.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
lifecasting

 )


1.
 
broadcast (a continuous video of one's day-to-day activities) live on the Internet




•
 
lifecasting creates an interactive, never-ending soap opera




•
 
they eagerly lifecast their entire existence via the web.














III.
 
derivatives





lifecaster






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from life
 and broadcast
 .





life coach

 
//





I.
 
noun




a person who counsels and encourages clients on matters having to do with careers or personal challenges.








II.
 
derivatives





life coaching






noun





















life cycle

 
/ˈlīf ˌsīkəl/






noun




the series of changes in the life of an organism, including reproduction.













life expectancy






noun




the average period that a person may expect to live.













life force

 
/līf fôrs/






noun



1.
 
the force or influence that gives something its vitality or strength




•
 
the passionate life force of the symphony.










2.
 
the spirit or energy that animates living creatures; the soul.













life form

 
/ˈlīf ˌfô(ə)rm/






noun




any living thing.













life-giving

 
/ˈlīf ˌɡiviNG/






adjective




sustaining or revitalizing life




•
 
the life-giving water of baptism.



















lifeguard

 
/ˈlīfˌɡärd/





I.
 
noun




an expert swimmer employed to rescue people who get into difficulty in a swimming pool or at the beach.








II.
 
derivatives





lifeguarding






noun





















Life Guards

 
/ˈlīf ˌɡärdz/






plural noun




(in the UK) a regiment of the Household Cavalry.













lifehack

 
/ˈlīfˌhak/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a strategy or technique adopted in order to manage one's time and daily activities in a more efficient way.








II.
 
derivatives





lifehacking






noun





















life history

 
/ˌlīf ˈhist(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
the series of changes undergone by an organism during its lifetime.




2.
 
the story of a person's life, especially when told at tedious length.














life instinct






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 an innate desire for self-preservation, manifest in hunger, self-defensive aggression, and the sexual instincts.

Compare with death instinct
 .













life insurance

 
/ˈlīf inˌSHo͝orəns/






noun




insurance that pays out a sum of money either on the death of the insured person or after a set period.













life interest

 
/līf ˈint(ə)rəst/






noun






[Law]

 a right to property that a person holds for life but cannot dispose of further.













life jacket

 
/ˈlīf ˌjakət/






noun




a sleeveless buoyant or inflatable jacket for keeping a person afloat in water.













lifeless

 
/ˈlīfləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dead or apparently dead




•
 
his lifeless body was taken from the river.










2.
 
lacking vigor, vitality, or excitement




•
 
my hair always seems to look lifeless.










3.
 
devoid of living things




•
 
the moon is lifeless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lifelessly

 
/ˈlīfləslē /






adverb













2.
 
lifelessness

 
/ˈlīfləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
līflēas

 (see life
 , -less
 ).





lifelike

 
/ˈlīfˌlīk/





I.
 
adjective




very similar to the person or thing represented




•
 
an etching of a lifelike horse.














II.
 
derivatives





lifelikeness






noun





















life-limiting






adjective




denoting a medical condition for which there is no cure and from which a person is expected to die prematurely




•
 
care options for patients facing life-limiting illnesses




•
 
a life-limiting genetic disorder




•
 
each year, approximately 1.7% of babies in England and Wales are born with a birth defect which may be life-limiting.



















lifeline

 
/ˈlīfˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rope or line used for life-saving, typically one thrown to rescue someone in difficulties in water or one used by sailors to secure themselves to a boat.




2.
 
a line used by a diver for sending signals to the surface.




3.
 
a thing on which someone or something depends or which provides a means of escape from a difficult situation




•
 
fertility treatment can seem like a lifeline to childless couples.










4.
 
(in palmistry) a line on the palm of a person's hand, regarded as indicating how long they will live.








II.
 
phrases





throw a lifeline to (or throw someone a lifeline)






provide (someone) with a means of escaping from a difficult situation.

















life list






noun






[Ornithology]

 a list of all the kinds of birds observed by a person during his or her life.













lifelong

 
/ˈlīfˌlôNG/






adjective




lasting or remaining in a particular state throughout a person's life




•
 
lifelong friends




•
 
a lifelong conservative.



















life member





I.
 
noun




a person who has lifelong membership in a society.








II.
 
derivatives





life membership






noun





















life partner






noun




a person with whom one is in a long-term monogamous relationship.




•
 
their dancing has changed since they have become life partners.



















life peer





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) a peer whose title cannot be inherited.








II.
 
derivatives





life peerage






noun





















life peeress






noun




(in the UK) a woman holding a life peerage.













life preserver






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a device made of buoyant or inflatable material, such as a life jacket, to keep someone afloat in water.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a short club with a heavily weighted end, used as a weapon; a blackjack.













lifer

 
/ˈlīfər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person serving a life sentence in prison.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a person who spends their life in a particular career, especially in one of the armed forces.













life raft

 
/ˈlīf ˌraft/






noun




a raft, typically inflatable, for use in an emergency at sea.













lifesaver

 
/ˈlīfˌsāvər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that saves one from serious difficulty




•
 
a microwave oven could be a lifesaver this Christmas.










2.
 
a ring-shaped life preserver.













life-saving

 
/ˈlīfsāviNG/





I.
 
adjective




serving or intended to save a person's life, especially from illness or injury




•
 
life-saving drugs




•
 
he is due to undergo a life-saving operation within weeks




•
 
Mary's life-saving work in Africa.














II.
 
noun




the action or process of saving another person's life, especially from drowning




•
 
Warren was involved in teaching generations of children swimming, personal survival, and life-saving.




















life sciences

 
/ˈˌlīf ˈsīənsəz/





I.
 
plural noun




the sciences concerned with the study of living organisms, including biology, botany, zoology, microbiology, physiology, biochemistry, and related subjects.

Often contrasted with physical sciences
 .








II.
 
derivatives





life scientist






noun





















life sentence

 
/ˈlīf ˈˌsentns/






noun




a punishment for a felon of imprisonment for life.













life-size

 
/ˈlīf ˈˌsīz /

 
life-sized






adjective




of the same size as the person or thing represented




•
 
a life-size statue of a discus-thrower.



















life skill






noun

 — (usu. 
life skills

 )


1.
 
a skill that is necessary or desirable for full participation in everyday life




•
 
sharing with a sibling can help children learn important life skills.



















life span

 
lifespan






noun




the length of time for which a person or animal lives or a thing functions




•
 
the human life span.



















lifestyle

 
/ˈlīfˌstīl/






noun



1.
 
the way in which a person or group lives




•
 
the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting advertising or products designed to appeal to a consumer by association with a desirable lifestyle.













lifestyle choice






noun




a choice a person makes about how to live and behave, according to their attitudes, tastes, and values




•
 
the program taught participants how to make better lifestyle choices.



















lifestyle drug





I.
 
noun




a drug used to improve the quality of one's life rather than for alleviating pain or curing disease.









This term has been variously applied to drugs used for cosmetic reasons (e.g., for hair replacement), drugs used to enhance one's sex life (e.g., for erectile dysfunction), and drugs used to alleviate medical problems that are in some part attributable to lifestyle choices (e.g., for obesity). Some objections have been raised to the use of this term, as it may trivialize serious health problems.





life support






noun




the maintenance of a person's vital functions when they are very ill or in an environment such as space or under water




•
 
his wife decided to remove him from life support and take him home to die with hospice care




•
 
a patient 
on life support






•
 


‹figurative›

 the measures might get the technology sector off life support.



















life table






noun



1.
 
a table of statistics relating to life expectancy and mortality for a given category of people.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a table of statistics relating to life expectancy for a population of animals.













lifetime

 
/ˈlīfˌtīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the duration of a person's life




•
 
a reward for a lifetime's work.










2.
 
the duration of a thing's existence or usefulness




•
 
a plan to extend the lifetime of satellites.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used to express the view that a period is very long




•
 
five weeks was a lifetime, and anything could have happened.














II.
 
phrases





of a lifetime






(of a chance or experience) such as does not occur more than once in a person's life




•
 
because of Frankie she had rejected the opportunity of a lifetime.























lifework

 
/ˈlīfwərk/






noun




the entire or principal work, labor, or task of a person's lifetime.













lifeworld

 
/ˈlīfwərld/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 all the immediate experiences, activities, and contacts that make up the world of an individual or corporate life.











– origin

 1940s: translating German 
Lebenswelt

 .





Liffey

 
/ˈlifē/






a river in eastern Ireland that flows for 50 miles (80 km) from the Wicklow Mountains to Dublin Bay. The city of Dublin is situated at its mouth.









Lifford

 
/ˈlifərd/






the county town of Donegal, in the Republic of Ireland; pop. 1,448 (2006).










LIFO

 
/ˈlīfō/






abbreviation




last in, first out (chiefly with reference to methods of stock valuation and data storage).

Compare with FIFO
 .














lift

 
/lift/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise to a higher position or level




•
 
he lifted his trophy over his head.










2.
 
move (one's eyes or face) to face upward and look at someone or something




•
 
he lifted his eyes from the paper for an instant.










3.
 
increase the volume or pitch of (one's voice)




•
 
Willie sang boldly, 
lifting up

 his voice.










4.
 
increase (a price or amount)




•
 
higher than expected oil prices lifted Oklahoma's revenue.










5.
 
transport by air




•
 
a helicopter lifted 11 crew members to safety from the ship.










6.
 
hit or kick (a ball) high into the air.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move upward; be raised




•
 
Thomas's eyelids drowsily lifted




•
 
their voices lifted in wails and cries.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a cloud, fog, etc.) move upward or away




•
 
the factory smoke hung low, never lifted




•
 
the gray weather lifted on the following Wednesday.










9.
 
perform cosmetic surgery on (especially the face or breasts) to reduce sagging




•
 
surgeons lift and remove excess skin from the face and neck.










10.
 
pick up and move to a different position




•
 
he lifted her down from the pony's back.










11.
 
enable (someone or something) to escape from an unpleasant situation




•
 
two billion barrels of oil that could 
lift

 this nation 
out of

 chronic poverty.










12.
 
raise (a person's spirits or confidence); encourage or cheer




•
 
we heard inspiring talks that lifted our spirits.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's mood) become happier




•
 
suddenly his heart lifted, and he could have wept with relief.










14.
 
formally remove or end (a legal restriction, decision, or ban)




•
 
the European Community lifted its oil embargo against South Africa.










15.
 


‹informal›

 steal (something, especially a minor item of property)




•
 
the shirt she had lifted from a supermarket.










16.
 
use (a person's work or ideas) without permission or acknowledgment; plagiarize




•
 
this is a hackneyed adventure lifted straight from a vintage Lassie episode.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
something that is used for lifting, in particular




2.
 
British term for elevator
 .




3.
 
a device incorporating a moving cable for carrying people, typically skiers, up or down a mountain.




4.
 
a built-up heel or device worn in a boot or shoe to make the wearer appear taller or to correct shortening of a leg.




5.
 
an act of lifting




•
 
weightlifters attempting a particularly heavy lift.










6.
 
a rise in price or amount




•
 
the company has already produced a 10 percent lift in profits.










7.
 


‹informal›

 an instance of stealing or plagiarizing something.




8.
 
an upward force that counteracts the force of gravity, produced by changing the direction and speed of a moving stream of air




•
 
it had separate engines to provide lift and generate forward speed.










9.
 
the maximum weight that an aircraft can raise.




10.
 
a free ride in another person's vehicle




•
 
Miss Green is giving me a lift back to school.










11.
 
a feeling of encouragement or increased cheerfulness




•
 
winning this game has 
given

 everyone on the team 
a lift

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
lift a finger (or hand)






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — make the slightest effort to do something, especially to help someone




•
 
he never once lifted a finger to get Jimmy released from prison.















2.
 
lift his (or its) leg








‹informal›

 (of a male dog) urinate.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





lift off






(of an aircraft, spacecraft, or rocket) rise from the ground or a launch pad, especially vertically.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
liftable






adjective













2.
 
lifter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
lypta

 , of Germanic origin; related to loft
 .





liftoff

 
/ˈliftˌôf/






noun




takeoff, especially the vertical takeoff of a rocket or helicopter.













lift pump






noun




a simple pump consisting of a piston moving in a cylinder, both parts incorporating a valve.













ligament

 
/ˈliɡəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a short band of tough, flexible, fibrous connective tissue that connects two bones or cartilages or holds together a joint.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a membranous fold that supports an organ and keeps it in position.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
‹archaic›

 a bond of union.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ligamental

 
/ˌliɡəˈmen(t)l /






adjective













2.
 
ligamentary

 
/ˌliɡəˈment(ə)rē /






adjective













3.
 
ligamentous

 
/ˌliɡəˈmentəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ligamentum

 ‘bond,’ from 
ligare

 ‘to bind.’





ligand

 
/ˈliɡənd ˈlīɡənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 an ion or molecule attached to a metal atom by coordinate bonding.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Biochemistry]

 a molecule that binds to another (usually larger) molecule.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
ligandus

 ‘that can be tied,’ gerundive of 
ligare

 ‘to bind.’






ligase

 
/ˈlīˌɡās, -ˌɡāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that brings about ligation of DNA or another substance.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
ligare

 ‘to bind’ + -ase
 .






ligate

 
/ˈlīˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be ligated

 )


1.
 


[Surgery]

 tie up or otherwise close off (an artery or vessel).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ligat-

 ‘tied,’ from the verb 
ligare

 .





ligation

 
/līˈɡāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the surgical procedure of closing off a blood vessel or other duct or tube in the body by means of a ligature or clip.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the joining of two DNA strands or other molecules by a phosphate ester linkage.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
ligatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
ligare

 (see ligate
 ).





ligature

 
/ˈliɡəCHər ˈliɡəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing used for tying or binding something tightly.




2.
 
a cord or thread used in surgery, especially to tie up a bleeding artery.




3.
 


[Music]

 a slur or tie.




4.
 


[Printing]

 a character consisting of two or more joined letters, e.g., 
æ

 , 
fl

 .




5.
 
a stroke that joins adjacent letters in writing or printing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bind or connect with a ligature.











– origin

 Middle English: via late Latin 
ligatura

 from Latin 
ligat-

 ‘bound,’ from the verb 
ligare

 .





liger

 
/ˈlīɡər/





I.
 
noun




the hybrid offspring of a male lion and a tigress.

Compare with tigon
 .











– origin

 1930s: blend of lion
 and tiger
 .





Ligeti, György Sándor

 
/ˈliɡətē/






(1923–2006), Hungarian composer. His orchestral works 
Apparitions

 (1958–59) and 
Atmosphères

 (1961) dispense with the formal elements of melody, harmony, and rhythm.










light1


 
/līt/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
the natural agent that stimulates sight and makes things visible




•
 
the light of the sun




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
the street lamps shed a faint light into the room.










b.
 
a source of illumination, especially an electric lamp




•
 
a light came on in his room.










c.
 
(
lights

 )
 — decorative illuminations




•
 
Christmas lights.










d.
 
a traffic light




•
 
turn right at the light.










e.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an expression in someone's eyes indicating a particular emotion or mood




•
 
a shrewd light entered his eyes.










f.
 
the amount or quality of light in a place




•
 
the plant requires good light




•
 
in some lights she could look beautiful.











Visible light is electromagnetic radiation whose wavelength falls within the range to which the human retina responds, i.e., between about 390 nm (violet light) and 740 nm (red). White light consists of a roughly equal mixture of all visible wavelengths, which can be separated to yield the colors of the spectrum, as was first demonstrated conclusively by Newton. In the 20th century it has become apparent that light consists of energy quanta called photons that behave partly like waves and partly like particles. The velocity of light in a vacuum is 299,792 km per second.




2.
 
understanding of a problem or mystery; enlightenment




•
 
she saw light dawn on the woman's face.










3.
 
spiritual illumination by divine truth.




4.
 
(
lights

 )
 — a person's opinions, standards, and abilities




•
 
leaving the police to do the job 
according to their lights

 .










5.
 
an area of something that is brighter or paler than its surroundings




•
 
sunshine will brighten the natural lights in your hair.










6.
 
a device that makes something start burning, as a match, lighter, or flame




•
 
he asked me for a light.










7.
 
a window or opening in a wall to let light in.




8.
 
any of the perpendicular divisions of a mullioned window.




9.
 
any of the panes of glass forming the roof or side of a greenhouse or the top of a cold frame.




10.
 
a person notable or eminent in a particular sphere of activity or place




•
 
such lights of liberalism as the historian Goldwin Smith.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with light or lighting; illuminate




•
 
the room was lighted by a number of small lamps




•
 
lightning suddenly 
lit up

 the house.










2.
 
switch on (an electric light)




•
 
only one of the table lamps was lit.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
light up

 )
 — become illuminated




•
 
the sign to fasten seat belts lit up.










4.
 
make (something) start burning; ignite




•
 
Allen gathered sticks and lit a fire




•
 (as 
adj.

 
lighted

 or 
lit

 )
 
a lighted cigarette.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — begin to burn; be ignited




•
 
the gas wouldn't light properly.










6.
 
(
light something up

 )
 — ignite a cigarette, cigar, or pipe and begin to smoke it




•
 
she lit up a cigarette and puffed on it serenely




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
workers who light up in prohibited areas face dismissal.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a considerable or sufficient amount of natural light; not dark




•
 
the bedrooms are light and airy




•
 
it was almost light outside.










2.
 
(of a color) pale




•
 
her eyes were light blue.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring (or come) to light






make (or become) widely known or evident




•
 
an investigation to bring to light examples of extravagant expenditure.















2.
 
go out like a light








‹informal›

 fall asleep or lose consciousness suddenly.









3.
 
in a —— light






in the way specified; so as to give a specified impression




•
 
the audit portrayed the company in a very favorable light.















4.
 
in (the) light of






drawing knowledge or information from; taking (something) into consideration




•
 
the exorbitant prices are explainable in the light of the facts.















5.
 
light a fire under someone






see fire
 .









6.
 
light at the end of the tunnel






a long-awaited indication that a period of hardship or adversity is nearing an end.









7.
 
light the fuse






see fuse
 2
 .









8.
 
the light of day





a.
 
daylight.




b.
 
general public attention




•
 
bringing old family secrets into the light of day.















9.
 
the light of someone's life






a much loved person.









10.
 
the lights are on, but nobody's (or no one's) home






used to suggest that a person lacks intelligence or awareness




•
 
looking into their eyes, it's a clear case of the lights are on, but nobody's home.















11.
 
lights out






bedtime in a school dormitory, military barracks, or other institution, when lights should be switched off.









12.
 
lit up








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 drunk.









13.
 
see the light





a.
 
understand or realize something after prolonged thought or doubt.




b.
 
undergo religious conversion.









14.
 
see the light of day





a.
 
be born.




b.
 
come into existence; be made public, visible, or available




•
 
this software first saw the light of day back in 1993.















15.
 
shed (or throw or cast) light on






help to explain (something) by providing further information about it.












V.
 
phrasal verbs





light up (or light something up)






(with reference to a person's face or eyes) suddenly become or cause to be animated with liveliness or joy




•
 
his eyes lit up and he smiled




•
 
a smile of delight lit up her face.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lightish

 
/ˈlīdiSH /






adjective













2.
 
lightless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lēoht

 , 
līht

 (noun and adjective), 
līhtan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
licht

 and German 
Licht

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
leukos

 ‘white’ and Latin 
lux

 ‘light.’






light2


 
/līt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of little weight; easy to lift




•
 
they are very light and portable




•
 
you're 
as light as a feather

 .










2.
 
deficient in weight, especially by a specified amount




•
 
the sack of potatoes is 5 pounds light.










3.
 
not strongly or heavily built or constructed; small of its kind




•
 
light, impractical clothes




•
 
light armor.










4.
 
carrying or suitable for small loads




•
 
light commercial vehicles.










5.
 
carrying only light armaments




•
 
light infantry.










6.
 
(of a vehicle, ship, or aircraft) traveling unladen or with less than a full load.




7.
 
(of food or a meal) small in quantity and easy to digest




•
 
a light supper.










8.
 
(of a foodstuff) low in fat, cholesterol, sugar, or other rich ingredients




•
 
stick to a light diet.










9.
 
(of drink) not too sweet or rich in flavor or strongly alcoholic




•
 
a glass of light Hungarian wine.










10.
 
(of food, especially pastry or sponge cake) fluffy or well aerated during cooking.




11.
 
(of soil) friable, porous, and workable.




12.
 
(of an isotope) having not more than the usual mass; (of a compound) containing such an isotope.




13.
 
relatively low in density, amount, or intensity




•
 
passenger traffic was light




•
 
light summer breezes




•
 
trading was light for most of the day.










14.
 
(of sleep or a sleeper) easily disturbed.




15.
 
easily borne or done




•
 
he received a relatively light sentence




•
 
some light housework.










16.
 
gentle or delicate




•
 
she planted a light kiss on his cheek




•
 
my breathing was steady and light.










17.
 
(of type) having thin strokes; not bold.




18.
 
(of entertainment) requiring little mental effort; not profound or serious




•
 
pop is thought of as light entertainment




•
 
some light reading.










19.
 
not serious or solemn




•
 
his tone was light.










20.
 
free from worry or unhappiness; cheerful




•
 
I left the island with a light heart.










21.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a woman) unchaste; promiscuous.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be light on






be rather short of




•
 
light on hard news.















2.
 
be light on one's feet






(of a person) be quick or nimble.









3.
 
a (or someone's) light touch






the ability to deal with something delicately, tactfully, or in an understated way




•
 
a novel that handles its tricky subject with a light touch.















4.
 
make light of






treat as unimportant




•
 
I didn't mean to make light of your problems.















5.
 
make light work of






accomplish (a task) quickly and easily.









6.
 
travel light






travel with a minimum load or minimum luggage.












III.
 
derivatives





lightish

 
/ˈlīdiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lēocht

 , 
līht

 (noun), 
lēohte

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
licht

 and German 
leicht

 , from an Indo-European root shared by lung
 .






light3


 
/līt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
light on/upon

 )
 — come upon or discover by chance




•
 
he lit on a possible solution.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 descend




•
 
from the horse he lit down.










3.
 
(
light on

 )
 — fall and settle or land on (a surface)




•
 
a feather just lighted on the ground.














II.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
light into








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize severely; attack




•
 
he lit into him for his indiscretion.















2.
 
light out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 depart hurriedly.















– origin

 Old English 
līhtan

 (
sense

 2; also ‘lessen the weight of’), from light
 2
 ; compare with alight
 1
 .






light air






noun




a wind of force 1 on the Beaufort scale (1–3 knots or 1–3.5 mph).













light box






noun




a flat box with a side of translucent glass or plastic and containing an electric light, so as to provide an evenly lighted flat surface or even illumination, such as in an art or photography studio.













light breeze






noun




a wind of force 2 on the Beaufort scale (4–6 knots or 4.5-7 mph).













Light Brigade, Charge of the






see Charge of the Light Brigade
 .









light bulb

 
/ˈlīt ˌbəlb /

 
lightbulb






noun




a glass bulb inserted into a lamp or a socket in a ceiling, that provides light by passing an electric current through a filament or a pocket of inert gas.













light-bulb moment





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a moment of sudden realization, enlightenment, or inspiration




•
 
I had a light-bulb moment and vowed to start managing my money better.




•
 
for independent inventors, the light-bulb moment must be followed by the long hard slog of production and marketing.

















– origin

 from the representation of an illuminated light bulb above a character's head in a cartoon or comic strip, to indicate that they have had an idea.





light chain






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein subunit that, as one of a pair, forms part of the main antigen-binding region of an immunoglobulin molecule.













light-colored






adjective




light in color or shade




•
 
never wear dark hose with light-colored clothing.



















light cone






noun






[Physics]

 a surface in space-time, represented as a cone in three dimensions, comprising all the points from which a light signal would reach a given point (at the apex) simultaneously, and that therefore appear simultaneous to an observer at the apex.













light curve






noun






[Astronomy]

 a graph showing the variation in the light received over a period of time from a variable star or other varying celestial object.













lighten1


 
/ˈlītn/






verb



1.
 
make or become lighter in weight, pressure, or severity


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
efforts to lighten the burden of regulation




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the strain had lightened.










2.
 
make or become more cheerful or less serious


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she attempted a joke to lighten the atmosphere




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Robbie felt her spirits lighten a little.




















lighten2


 
/ˈlītn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become lighter or brighter


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the sky began to lighten in the east




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she had lightened her hair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 enlighten spiritually




•
 
now the Lord lighten thee, thou art a great fool.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
it lightens

 , 
it is lightening

 , etc.)
 — 

‹rare›

 emit flashes of lightning; flash with lightning




•
 
it thundered and lightened.

















usage:

 Years ago, the phrase 
it is lightening

 (as in ‘thundering and lightening’) was contracted to 
it is light'ning

 , which eventually became further shortened to 
it is lightning

 . In modern use, the word 
lightning

 stands on its own as a noun (did you see that lightning?) and a verb (it looks as if it's going to start lightning). Today, in the context of electrical storms, 
lightening

 would likely be considered a misspelling of 
lightning

 , rather than a variant spelling.





light engine





I.
 
noun




a railroad locomotive running with no vehicles attached.








II.
 
adverb




(of a locomotive) running with no vehicles attached




•
 
75069 returned light engine.



















lightening

 
/ˈlītniNG/






noun




a drop in the level of the uterus during the last weeks of pregnancy as the head of the fetus engages in the pelvis.













lighter1


 
/ˈlīdər/






noun




a device that produces a small flame, typically used to light cigarettes.













lighter2


 
/ˈlīdər/





I.
 
noun




a flat-bottomed barge or other unpowered boat used to transfer cargo to and from ships in harbor.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport (goods) in a lighter




•
 
they lightered their cargo ashore.














III.
 
derivatives





lighterman

 
/ˈlīdərmən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from light
 2
 (in the sense ‘unload’), or from Middle Low German 
luchter

 .





lighterage

 
/ˈlīdərij/






noun




the transfer of cargo by means of a lighter; the charge levied for such transfer.













lighter-than-air

 
/ˌlīdərT͟Hənˈer/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting a balloon or other aircraft weighing less than the air it displaces, and so flying as a result of its own buoyancy.













lightface

 
/ˈlītfās/






noun




typeface or font characterized by light, thin lines.













lightfast

 
/ˈlītˌfast/





I.
 
adjective




(of a dye or pigment) not prone to discolor when exposed to light.








II.
 
derivatives





lightfastness






noun





















light-fingered

 
/ˈlīt ˈˌfiNGɡərd/






adjective



1.
 
prone to steal




•
 
light-fingered shoplifters.










2.
 
having or showing delicate skill with the hands




•
 
it is played with an irresistibly light-fingered spontaneity.



















light flyweight






noun



1.
 
the lowest weight in amateur boxing, ranging up to 106 pounds (48 kg).




2.
 
a light flyweight boxer.













light-footed

 
/ˈlīt ˈˌfo͝odəd/





I.
 
adjective




fast, nimble, or stealthy on one's feet




•
 
a light-footed leap.














II.
 
derivatives





light-footedly






adverb





















light gun






noun






[Computing]

 a handheld gunlike photosensitive device used chiefly in computer games, held to the display screen for passing information to the computer.













lightheaded

 
/ˌlītˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




dizzy and slightly faint




•
 
I was lightheaded from fear.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lightheadedly






adverb













2.
 
lightheadedness






noun





















lighthearted

 
/ˌlītˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




cheerful and carefree




•
 
excited, lighthearted chatter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lightheartedly

 
/ˌlītˈhärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
lightheartedness






noun






















light heavyweight

 
/ˈˌlīt ˈhevēˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between middleweight and heavyweight. In the amateur boxing scale it ranges from 165 to 178 pounds (75 to 81 kg).




2.
 
a light heavyweight boxer or other competitor.













lighthouse

 
/ˈlītˌhous/






noun




a tower or other structure containing a beacon light to warn or guide ships at sea.













light industry

 
/ˈˌlīt ˈindəstrē/






noun




the manufacture of small or light articles.













lighting

 
/ˈlīdiNG/






noun



1.
 
equipment in a home, workplace, studio, theater, or street for producing light




•
 
the heartless glare of strip lighting.










2.
 
the arrangement or effect of lights




•
 
the lighting was very flat.



















lighting cameraman






noun




(in filmmaking) a person in charge of the lighting of sets being filmed.













lightly

 
/ˈlītlē/






adverb



1.
 
gently, delicately or softly




•
 
she placed her hand lightly on my shoulder.










2.
 
in relatively small amounts or in low density; sparingly




•
 
it was snowing lightly.










3.
 
in a way that is not serious or solemn; carelessly




•
 
it is not something that should be taken lightly.










4.
 
without severe punishment; leniently




•
 
some people are let off lightly.



















light machine gun






noun




any air-cooled machine gun with a caliber no greater than .30 inch (7.6 mm).














light meter

 
/ˈlīt ˌmēdər/






noun




an instrument for measuring the intensity of light, used chiefly to show the correct exposure when taking a photograph.

Also called exposure meter
 .













light middleweight






noun



1.
 
a weight in amateur boxing ranging from 148 to 156 pounds (67 to 71 kg).




2.
 
a light middleweight boxer.













lightness1


 
/ˈlītnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of having a sufficient or considerable amount of natural light




•
 
the glass adds lightness to the room




•
 
the lightness of the internal spaces.










2.
 
the quality of being pale in color




•
 
the lightness of my skin




•
 
the lightness of her silky hair.



















lightness2


 
/ˈlītnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of having little weight




•
 
you can have the strength of steel with the lightness of aluminum.










2.
 
lack of density, thickness, or richness




•
 
the lightness of the material makes them perfect for warm weather




•
 
I love the lightness of tempura batter.










3.
 
lack of pressure, force, or heaviness of movement




•
 
the lightness of bow on strings.










4.
 
the quality of being gentle or delicate in style




•
 
he lacked lightness of touch in his designs




•
 
the lightness of her approach remains unique.










5.
 
the quality of requiring little mental effort; lack of depth or seriousness




•
 
the lightness of the dialogue made it frivolous.










6.
 
the quality of being cheerful




•
 
a charm and lightness of heart




•
 
there was a lightness of mood on the streets.










7.
 
the quality of being easily borne or done




•
 
none objected to the lightness of the sentence.




















lightning

 
/ˈlītniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the occurrence of a natural electrical discharge of very short duration and high voltage between a cloud and the ground or within a cloud, accompanied by a bright flash and typically also thunder




•
 
a tremendous flash of lightning.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a flash or discharge of lightning




•
 
the sky was a mass of black cloud out of which lightnings flashed.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
very quick




•
 
a lightning cure for his hangover




•
 
galloping across the country at lightning speed.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
lightning never strikes twice in the same place








‹proverb›

 an unusual situation or event is unlikely to happen again in exactly the same circumstances or to the same person.









2.
 
like (greased) lightning






very quickly.















– origin

 Middle English: special use of 
lightening

 (verbal noun from lighten
 2
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at lighten
 2
 .





lightning bug

 
/ˈlītniNG ˌbəɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for firefly
 .














lightning rod






noun



1.
 
a metal rod or wire fixed to an exposed part of a building or other tall structure to divert lightning harmlessly into the ground.




2.
 
a person or thing that attracts a lot of criticism, especially in order to divert attention from more serious issues or to allow a more important public figure to appear blameless.













Light on the Mountain






a nickname for the state of Idaho
 .









light opera

 
/līt ˈäp(ə)rə/






noun




another term for operetta
 .













light pen

 
/ˈlīt ˌpen/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a handheld, penlike photosensitive device held to the display screen of a computer terminal for passing information to the computer.




2.
 
a handheld, light-emitting device used for reading bar codes.













light pollution

 
/līt pəˈlo͞oSHən/






noun




brightening of the night sky caused by street lights and other man-made sources, which has a disruptive effect on natural cycles and inhibits the observation of stars and planets.













lightproof

 
/ˈlītpro͞of/






adjective




able to block out light completely.













light rail






noun




a railroad constructed for light traffic.













light reaction






noun



1.
 
the reaction of something, especially the iris of the eye, to different intensities of light.




2.
 
(
the light reaction

 )
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 the reaction that occurs as the first phase of photosynthesis, in which energy in the form of light is absorbed and converted to chemical energy in the form of ATP.














lights

 
/līts/





I.
 
plural noun




the lungs of sheep or pigs used as food, especially for pets.











– origin

 Middle English: use of light
 2
 as a noun (so named because of their lightness). Compare with lung
 .





lightsaber

 
/ˈlītˌsābər /

 


‹Brit.›

 lightsabre






noun




(in science fiction) a sword whose blade is in the form of a laser or powerful beam of light, as used by the Jedi knights in the 
Star Wars

 movies.




•
 
your character will acquire Force powers and learn how to use a lightsaber.



















light scoop






noun




an architectural feature that captures natural light and draws it into parts of a building.




•
 
the south-facing light scoop conveys light from the roof downward through three floors of the building's core.



















light-sensitive

 
/ˈlītˌsensədiv/






adjective



1.
 
(of a surface or substance) changing physically or chemically when exposed to light.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a cell, organ, or tissue) able to detect the presence or intensity of light.













lightship

 
/ˈlītˌSHip/






noun




a moored or anchored vessel with a beacon light to warn or guide ships at sea.













light show

 
/ˈlīt ˌSHō/






noun




a spectacle of colored lights that move and change, especially at a pop concert.













light-skinned






adjective




(especially of a nonwhite person) having pale or relatively pale skin




•
 
a light-skinned black woman




•
 
the light-skinned, blond-haired peoples of Scandinavia.



















lightsome

 
/ˈlītsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 merry and carefree.




2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 gracefully nimble




•
 
lightsome, high-flying dancers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lightsomely






adverb













2.
 
lightsomeness






noun





















light table






noun




a horizontal or tilted surface of translucent glass or plastic with a light behind it, used as a light box for drawing or viewing transparencies or negatives.













light-toned






adjective




light in color or shade




•
 
light-toned maple-veneer cabinets help brighten the space.



















light trap






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 an illuminated trap for attracting and catching nocturnal animals, especially moths and other flying insects.




2.
 


[Photography]

 a device for excluding light from a darkroom without preventing entry into it.













light water






noun



1.
 
water containing the normal proportion (or less) of deuterium oxide, i.e., about 0.02 percent, especially to distinguish it from heavy water.




2.
 
foam formed by water and a fluorocarbon surfactant, which floats on flammable liquids lighter than water and is used in firefighting.













lightweight

 
/ˈlītˌwāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between featherweight and welterweight. In the amateur boxing scale it ranges from 125 to 132 pounds (57 to 60 kg).




2.
 
a lightweight boxer or other competitor.




3.
 
a person or thing that is lightly built or constructed.




4.
 
a person of little importance or influence, especially in a particular sphere




•
 
he was regarded as a political lightweight.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of thin material or build and weighing less than average




•
 
a lightweight gray suit.










2.
 
containing little serious matter




•
 
the newspaper is lightweight and trivial.



















light well






noun




an open area or vertical shaft in the center of a building, typically roofed with glass, bringing natural light to the lower floors or basement.













light welterweight






noun



1.
 
a weight in amateur boxing ranging from 132 to 140 pounds (60 to 63.5 kg).




2.
 
a light welterweight boxer.













lightwood

 
/ˈlītwo͝od/






noun






(US)

 firewood that burns easily and with a bright flame, especially dry, resinous pine.













light year

 
/ˈlīt ˈˌyi(ə)r/






noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a unit of astronomical distance equivalent to the distance that light travels in one year, which is 9.4607 × 1012
 km (nearly 6 trillion miles).




2.
 
(
light years

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 
‹informal›

 a long distance or great amount




•
 
the new range puts them 
light years ahead

 of the competition.



















ligneous

 
/ˈliɡnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




made, consisting of, or resembling wood; woody.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ligneus

 ‘relating to wood’ + -ous
 .






ligni-





I.
 
combining form




relating to wood




•
 
lignify.

















– origin

 from Latin 
lignum

 ‘wood.’





lignify

 
/ˈliɡnəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
lignified

 )


1.
 


[Botany]

 make rigid and woody by the deposition of lignin in cell walls.








II.
 
derivatives





lignification

 
/ˌliɡnəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun






















lignin

 
/ˈliɡnən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a complex organic polymer deposited in the cell walls of many plants, making them rigid and woody.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from ligni-
 ‘of wood’ + -in
 1
 .






lignite

 
/ˈliɡˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a soft brownish coal showing traces of plant structure, intermediate between bituminous coal and peat.








II.
 
derivatives





lignitic

 
/liɡˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French from Latin 
lignum

 ‘wood’ + -ite
 1
 .






ligno-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to wood




•
 
lignotuber.










2.
 
representing lignin
 :




•
 
lignocellulose.

















– origin

 from Latin 
lignum

 ‘wood.’





lignocaine

 
/ˈliɡnəˌkān/





I.
 
noun




another term for lidocaine
 .











– origin

 1950s: from ligno-
 (Latin equivalent of xylo-
 , used in the earlier name 
xylocaine

 and reflecting chemical similarity to xylene
 ) + 
-caine

 (from cocaine
 ).





lignocellulose

 
/ˌliɡnōˈselyəˌlōs, -ˌlōz/






noun






[Botany]

 a complex of lignin and cellulose present in the cell walls of woody plants.













lignotuber

 
/ˈliɡnōˌt(y)o͞obər/






noun






[Botany]

 a rounded woody growth at or below ground level on some shrubs and trees that grow in areas subject to fire or drought, containing a mass of buds and food reserves.














lignum vitae

 
/ˌliɡnəm ˈvīdē ˌliɡnəm ˈvēdī/





I.
 
noun




another term for guaiacum
 .











– origin

 Latin, ‘wood of life.’





ligroin

 
/ˈliɡrōwən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile hydrocarbon mixture obtained from petroleum and used as a solvent.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





ligula

 
/ˈliɡyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the strap-shaped terminal part of an insect's labium, typically lobed.








II.
 
derivatives





ligular






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘strap.’





ligulate

 
/ˈliɡyəˌlāt, -lit/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 strap-shaped, such as the ray florets of plants of the daisy family.




2.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 (of a plant) having ray florets or ligules.













ligule

 
/ˈliɡyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a narrow strap-shaped part of a plant, especially, in most grasses and sedges, a membranous scale on the inner side of the leaf sheath at its junction with the blade.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
ligula

 ‘strap.’





Liguria

 
/ləˈɡ(y)o͞orēə/





I.
 
a coastal region of northwestern Italy that extends along the Mediterranean coast from Tuscany to the border with France; capital, Genoa. In ancient times, Liguria extended as far as the Atlantic Ocean.







– origin

 from Latin 
Ligur

 ‘Ligurian,’ from Greek 
Ligus

 .





Ligurian

 
/ləˈɡo͞orēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian coastal region of Liguria or its inhabitants




•
 
the picturesque Ligurian port city.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian coastal region of Liguria




•
 
the coastal road used by the Ligurians.



















Ligurian Sea

 
/ləˌɡ(y)o͞orēən ˈsē/






a part of the northern Mediterranean Sea, between Corsica and the northwestern coast of Italy.









ligustrum

 
/ləˈɡəstrəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the privets.

[Genus 
Ligustrum

 , family 
Oleaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin.





likable

 
/ˈlīkəb(ə)l /

 
likeable





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person) pleasant, friendly, and easy to like.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
likability

 
/ˌlīkəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
likableness






noun













3.
 
likably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















like1


 
/līk/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
having the same characteristics or qualities as; similar to




•
 
there were other suits like mine in the shop




•
 
they were like brothers




•
 
she looked nothing like Audrey Hepburn.










2.
 
in the manner of; in the same way or to the same degree as




•
 
he was screaming like a banshee




•
 
you must run like the wind.










3.
 
in a way appropriate to




•
 
students were angry at being treated like children.










4.
 
such as one might expect from; characteristic of




•
 
just like you to put a damper on people's enjoyment.










5.
 
used in questions to ask about the characteristics or nature of someone or something




•
 
What is it like to be a tuna fisherman?




•
 
What's she like?










6.
 
used to draw attention to the nature of an action or event




•
 
I apologize for coming over unannounced like this




•
 
why are you talking about me like that?










7.
 
such as; for example




•
 
the cautionary vision of works like 
Animal Farm

 and 
1984

 .














II.
 
conjunction



1.
 


‹informal›

 in the same way that; as




•
 
people who change countries like they change clothes.










2.
 


‹informal›

 as though; as if




•
 
I felt like I'd been kicked by a camel.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
used with reference to a person or thing of the same kind as another




•
 
the quotations could be arranged to put 
like with like






•
 
I know him—him and his like.










2.
 
(
the like

 )
 — a thing or things of the same kind (often used to express surprise or for emphasis)




•
 
did you ever hear the like?




•
 
a church interior 
the like of which

 he had never seen before.














IV.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or thing) having similar qualities or characteristics to another person or thing




•
 
I responded in like manner




•
 
the grouping of children of like ability together.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a portrait or other image) having a faithful resemblance to the original




•
 
“Who painted the dog's picture? It's very like.”














V.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 used in speech as a meaningless filler or to signify the speaker's uncertainty about an expression just used




•
 
there was this funny smell—sort of dusty like.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to convey a person's reported attitude or feelings in the form of direct speech (whether or not representing an actual quotation)




•
 
so she comes into the room and she's like “Where is everybody?”










3.
 
(
like as/to

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 in the manner of




•
 
like as a ship with dreadful storm long tossed.














VI.
 
phrases




1.
 
and the like






and similar things; et cetera.









2.
 
like anything








‹informal›

 to a great degree




•
 
they would probably worry like anything.















3.
 
(as) like as not






probably




•
 
she would be in bed by now, like as not.















4.
 
like enough (or most like)








‹archaic›

 probably




•
 
he'll have lost a deal of blood, I dare say, and like enough he's still losing it.















5.
 
like ——, like ——






as —— is, so is ——




•
 
like father, like son.















6.
 
like so








‹informal›

 in this manner




•
 
the votive candles are arranged like so.















7.
 
the likes of








‹informal›

 used of someone or something regarded as a type




•
 
she didn't want to associate with the likes of me.















8.
 
more like





a.
 


‹informal›

 nearer to (a specified number or description) than one previously given




•
 
he believes the figure should be more like $10 million.










b.
 
(
more like it

 )
 — nearer to what is required or expected; more satisfactory.









9.
 
of (a) like mind






(of a person) sharing the same opinions or tastes.















– origin

 Middle English: from 
líkr

 ; related to alike
 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
like

 as a conjunction meaning ‘as’ or ‘as if’ (I don't have a wealthy set of in-laws like you do; they sit up like they're begging for food) is considered by many to be incorrect. Although 
like

 has been used as a conjunction in this way since the 15th century by many respected writers, it is still frowned upon and considered unacceptable in formal English. In more precise use, 
like

 is a preposition, used before nouns and pronouns: to fly like a bird; a town like ours. See also usage at go
 1
 .






like2


 
/līk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find agreeable, enjoyable, or satisfactory




•
 
I like all Angela Carter's stories




•
 
people who don't like reading books




•
 
I like to be the center of attention.










2.
 
indicate one's liking or approval of (a web page or posting on a social media website) by activating a particular icon or link




•
 
more than 15,000 Facebook users had liked his page by Monday morning.










3.
 
wish for; want




•
 
would you like a cup of coffee?




•
 
I'd like to rent a car




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
I'd like you to stay




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we would 
like for

 you to work for us.










4.
 
(
would like to do something

 )
 — used as a polite formula




•
 
we would like to apologize for the late running of this service.










5.
 
(
not like doing/to do something

 )
 — feel reluctant to do something




•
 
I don't like leaving her on her own too long.










6.
 
choose to have (something); prefer




•
 
how do you like your coffee?










7.
 
[in 
questions

 ]
 — feel about or regard (something)




•
 
how would you like it if it happened to you?














II.
 
noun

 — (
likes

 )


1.
 
the things one likes or prefers




•
 
a wide variety of likes, dislikes, tastes, and income levels.










2.
 
an instance of indicating one's liking or approval of a web page or posting on a social media website




•
 
pages that rank well are likely to receive high numbers of likes because they are highly visible in the search engines.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
if you like





a.
 
if it suits or pleases you




•
 
we could go riding if you like.










b.
 
used when expressing something in a new or unusual way




•
 
it's a whole new branch of chemistry, a new science if you like.















2.
 
I like that!






used as an exclamation expressing affront.









3.
 
like it or not








‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone has no choice in a matter




•
 
you're celebrating with us, like it or not.















4.
 
not like the look (or sound) of






find worrying or alarming




•
 
I don't like the look of that head injury.















5.
 
what's not to like?








‹informal›

 used as a rhetorical expression of approval or satisfaction




•
 
cleaner air, cooler temperatures, and mountain views—what's not to like?





















– origin

 Old English 
līcian

 ‘be pleasing,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lijken

 .





-like

 
/ˌliɡyələ/






combining form




(added to nouns) similar to; characteristic of




•
 
pealike




•
 
crustlike.



















likelihood

 
/ˈlīklēˌho͝od/





I.
 
noun




the state or fact of something's being likely; probability




•
 
young people who can see no 
likelihood of

 finding employment




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
situations where there is 
a likelihood of

 violence.














II.
 
phrases





in all likelihood






very probably.

















likely

 
/ˈlīklē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
such as well might happen or be true; probable




•
 
the likely effects of the drought on sugar beet yields




•
 


it was likely that

 he would make a televised statement




•
 
sales are likely to drop further.










2.
 
apparently suitable; promising




•
 
a likely-looking spot.














II.
 
adverb




probably




•
 
we will most likely go to a bar.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a likely story






used to express disbelief in an account or excuse




•
 
Gone running, has he? A likely story!















2.
 
as likely as not






probably




•
 
I won't take their pills because as likely as not they'd poison me.















3.
 
not likely!








‹informal›

 certainly not; I refuse




•
 
“Are you going home?” “Not likely!”


















IV.
 
derivatives





likeliness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
líkligr

 , from 
líkr

 (see like
 1
 ).





like-minded

 
/ˈlīk ˈˌmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




having similar tastes or opinions




•
 
a small group of like-minded friends.














II.
 
derivatives





like-mindedness






noun





















liken

 
/ˈlīkən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
liken someone/something to

 )


1.
 
point out the resemblance of someone or something to




•
 
they likened the reigning emperor to a god.

















– origin

 Middle English: from like
 1
 + -en
 1
 .





likeness

 
/ˈlīknəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or quality of being alike; resemblance




•
 
her 
likeness to

 him was astonishing




•
 
a family likeness can be seen among all the boys.










2.
 
the semblance, guise, or outward appearance of




•
 
humans are described as being made in God's likeness.










3.
 
a portrait or representation




•
 
the only known likeness of Dorothy as a young woman.

















– origin

 Old English 
gelīknes

 (see alike
 , -ness
 ).





likewise

 
/ˈlīkˌwīz/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in the same way; also




•
 
the dream of young people is to grow old, and it is likewise the dream of their parents to relive youth.










2.
 
used to introduce a point similar or related to one just made




•
 
you will forget the bad things that have happened in the past. Likewise, I will forget what you have done to me.










3.
 
in a like manner; similarly




•
 
I stuck out my tongue and Frankie 
did likewise

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the phrase 
in like wise

 .





liking

 
/ˈlīkiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a feeling of regard or fondness




•
 
Mrs. Parsons had 
a liking for

 gin and tonic




•
 
she'd 
taken an

 instant 
liking to

 Arnie's new girlfriend.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
for one's liking






to suit one's taste or wishes




•
 
he is a little too showy for my liking.















2.
 
to one's liking






to one's taste; pleasing




•
 
his coffee was just to his liking.





















– origin

 Old English 
līcung

 (see like
 2
 , -ing
 1
 ).





Likud

 
/liˈko͝od, -ˈko͞od/





I.
 
a coalition of right-wing Israeli political parties, formed in 1973. Likud returned to power in 1996 under Benjamin Netanyahu.







– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘consolidation, unity.’






likuta

 
/liˈko͞odə/





I.
 
noun




a former monetary unit of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), equal to one hundredth of a zaire.











– origin

 Kikongo.





lilac

 
/ˈlīlək ˈlīˌläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Eurasian shrub or small tree of the olive family, that has fragrant violet, pink, or white blossoms and is widely cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Syringa

 , family 
Oleaceae

 ; several species, in particular the 
common lilac

 (
S. vulgaris

 ), with many cultivars.]




2.
 
a pale pinkish-violet color.








II.
 
adjective




of a pale pinkish-violet color.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French, via Spanish and Arabic from Persian 
līlak

 , variant of 
nīlak

 ‘bluish,’ from 
nīl

 ‘blue.’






lilangeni

 
/ˌliläNGˈɡenē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Swaziland, equal to 100 cents.











– origin

 from the Bantu prefix 
li-

 (used to denote a singular) + 
-langeni

 ‘member of a royal family.’





liliaceous

 
/ˌlilēˈāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the lily family (
Liliaceae

 ). These have elongated leaves that grow from a corm, bulb, or rhizome.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Liliaceae

 (plural), based on Latin 
lilium

 ‘lily,’ + -ous
 .





Lilienthal, Otto

 
/ˈlilēənˌTHôl, -ˌtäl/






(1848–96), German pioneer in the design and flying of gliders. Working with his brother, he made over 2,000 flights in various gliders before being killed in a crash.









Lilith

 
/ˈliliTH/






a female demon of Jewish folklore, who tries to kill newborn children. In the Talmud she is the first wife of Adam, dispossessed by Eve.









Liliuokalani

 
/līˌlēəˌwäkəˈlänē/






(1838–1917), Hawaiian queen; also known as 
Lydia Paki Liliuokalani

 . The last reigning queen of the Hawaiian Islands 1891–93, she was deposed by US marines in 1893 and formally renounced her royal claim in 1895.










Lille

 
/lēl/






an industrial city in northern France, near the border with Belgium, the capital of Nord-Pas-de-Calais; pop. 232,432 (2006).









Lillehammer

 
/ˈliləˌhämər/






a resort town and capital of Oppland county, in southern Norway, site of the 1994 Winter Olympics; pop. 19,992 (2008).









Lilliputian

 
/ˌliləˈpyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




trivial or very small




•
 
America's banks no longer look Lilliputian in comparison with Japan's.














II.
 
noun




a trivial or very small person or thing.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the imaginary country of 
Lilliput

 in Swift's 
Gulliver's Travels

 , inhabited by people 6 inches (15 cm) high, + -ian
 .





Lilongwe

 
/ləˈläNGwē/






the capital of Malawi, founded in 1975; pop. 669,021 (2008).









lilt

 
/lilt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a characteristic rising and falling of the voice when speaking; a pleasant gentle accent




•
 
he spoke with a faint but recognizable Irish lilt.










2.
 
a pleasant, gently swinging rhythm in a song or tune




•
 
the lilt of the Hawaiian music.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a cheerful tune.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
lilting

 )


1.
 
speak, sing, or sound with a lilt




•
 
a lilting Welsh accent.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
lulte

 (in the senses ‘sound an alarm’ or ‘lift up the voice’), of unknown origin.





lily

 
/ˈlilē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bulbous plant with large trumpet-shaped, typically fragrant, flowers on a tall, slender stem. Lilies have long been cultivated, some kinds being of symbolic importance and some used in perfumery.

[Genus 
Lilium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (the 
lily family

 ). This family includes many flowering bulbs, such as bluebells, hyacinths, and tulips. Several plants are often placed in different families, esp. the 
Alliaceae

 (onions and their relatives), 
Aloaceae

 (aloes), and 
Amaryllidaceae

 (amaryllis, daffodils, jonquil), and as many as 38 families are sometimes recognized.]




2.
 
short for water lily
 .




3.
 
used in names of other plants with flowers or leaves similar to those of the lily, e.g., 
arum lily

 .




4.
 
a heraldic fleur-de-lis.








II.
 
derivatives





lilied

 
/ˈlilēd /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lilie

 , from Latin 
lilium

 , from Greek 
leirion

 .





lily-livered

 
/ˈlilē ˌlivərd/






adjective




weak and cowardly.














lily-of-the-Nile






noun




another term for agapanthus
 .













lily of the valley

 
/ˈlilē əv T͟Hə ˈvalē/






noun




a widely cultivated European plant of the lily family, with broad leaves and arching stems of fragrant, bell-shaped white flowers.

[
Convallaria majalis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]














lily pad

 
/ˈlilē ˌpad/






noun




a round, floating leaf of a water lily.














lily-trotter

 
/ˈlilēˌträdər/






noun




(especially in Africa) a jacana.













lily-white

 
/ˈlilē ˌ(h)wīt/






adjective



1.
 
pure or ideally white.




2.
 
without fault or corruption; totally innocent or immaculate




•
 
they want me to conform, to be lily-white.



















lim.






abbreviation




limit.














Lima

 
/ˈlēmə/





I.
 
the capital of Peru; pop. 7,605,700 (est. 2007). Founded in 1535 by Francisco Pizarro, it was the capital of the Spanish colonies in South America until the 19th century.




II.
 
a code word representing the letter L, used in radio communication.




III.
 
an industrial city in northwestern Ohio, north of Dayton; pop. 37,829 (est. 2008).









lima bean

 
/ˈlēmə ˌbēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible flat whitish bean.

See also butter bean
 .




2.
 
the tropical American plant that yields the lima bean.

[
Phaseolus lunatus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
lima

 from the name of the Peruvian capital Lima
 .





Limassol

 
/ˈliməsôl/






a port on the south coast of Cyprus, on Akrotiri Bay; pop. 179,900 (est. 2005).










limb1


 
/lim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arm or leg of a person or four-legged animal, or a bird's wing.




2.
 
a large branch of a tree.




3.
 
a projecting landform such as a spur of a mountain range, or each of two or more such projections as in a forked peninsula or archipelago.




4.
 
a projecting section of a building.




5.
 
a branch of a cross.




6.
 
each half of an archery bow.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
life and limb






life and all bodily faculties




•
 
a reckless disregard for life and limb.















2.
 
out on a limb






in or into a dangerous or uncompromising position, where one is not joined or supported by anyone else; vulnerable




•
 
she's prepared to 
go out on a limb

 and do something different.















3.
 
tear someone limb from limb






violently dismember someone.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
limbed






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
long-limbed



















2.
 
limbless

 
/ˈlimləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lim

 (also in the sense ‘organ or part of the body’), of Germanic origin.





limb2


 
/lim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the edge of the disk of a celestial object, especially the sun or moon.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the blade or broad part of a leaf or petal.




3.
 
the spreading upper part of a tube-shaped flower.




4.
 
the graduated arc of a quadrant or other scientific instrument, used for measuring angles.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
limbe

 or Latin 
limbus

 ‘hem, border.’





Limba

 
/ˈlimbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of Sierra Leone and Guinea.




2.
 
the Niger–Congo language of the Limbas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Limbas or their language.











– origin

 the name in Limba.






limber1


 
/ˈlimbər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or body part) lithe; supple.




2.
 
(of a thing) flexible




•
 
limber graphite fishing rods.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
warm up in preparation for exercise or activity, especially sports




•
 
the acrobats were 
limbering up

 for the big show.














III.
 
derivatives





limberness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): perhaps from limber
 2
 in the dialect sense ‘cart shaft,’ with allusion to a to-and-fro motion.






limber2


 
/ˈlimbər/





I.
 
noun




the detachable front part of a gun carriage, consisting of two wheels and an axle, a pole, and a frame holding one or more ammunition boxes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach a limber to (a gun).











– origin

 Middle English 
lymour

 , apparently related to medieval Latin 
limonarius

 from 
limo

 , 
limon-

 ‘shaft.’





limberneck

 
/ˈlimbərˌnek/






noun




a kind of botulism affecting poultry.













limber pine






noun




a small pine tree with tough pliant branches, native to the Rocky Mountains.

[
Pinus flexilis

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













limbi

 
/ˈlimbī/






plural form of limbus
 .









limbic system

 
/ˈlimbik ˌsistəm/





I.
 
noun




a complex system of nerves and networks in the brain, involving several areas near the edge of the cortex concerned with instinct and mood. It controls the basic emotions (fear, pleasure, anger) and drives (hunger, sex, dominance, care of offspring).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
limbic

 from French 
limbique

 , from Latin 
limbus

 ‘edge.’





limbo1


 
/ˈlimbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Limbo

 )
 — (in some Christian beliefs) the supposed abode of the souls of unbaptized infants, and of the just who died before Christ's coming.




2.
 
an uncertain period of awaiting a decision or resolution; an intermediate state or condition




•
 
the fate of the Contras is now 
in limbo

 .










3.
 
a state of neglect or oblivion




•
 
children left in an emotional limbo.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the medieval Latin phrase 
in limbo

 , from 
limbus

 ‘hem, border, limbo.’





limbo2


 
/ˈlimbō/





I.
 
noun




a West Indian dance in which the dancer bends backward to pass under a horizontal bar that is progressively lowered to a position just above the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform the limbo.











– origin

 1950s: from limber
 1
 .





Limburger

 
/ˈlimˌbərɡər/






noun




a soft white cheese with a characteristic strong smell, originally made in Limburg, a former duchy of Lorraine.














limbus

 
/ˈlimbəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the border or margin of a structure, especially the junction of the cornea and sclera in the eye.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting limbo): from Latin, ‘edge, border.’ The current sense dates from the late 17th cent.






lime1


 
/līm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a white caustic alkaline substance consisting of calcium oxide, obtained by heating limestone.




2.
 
(also 
slaked lime

 )
 — a white alkaline substance consisting of calcium hydroxide, made by adding water to quicklime.




3.
 
(in general use) any of a number of calcium compounds, especially calcium hydroxide, used as an additive to soil or water.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 birdlime.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (soil or water) with lime to reduce acidity and improve fertility or oxygen levels.




2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
limed

 )
 — give (wood) a bleached appearance by treating it with lime




•
 
limed oak dining furniture.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 catch (a bird) with birdlime.








III.
 
derivatives





limy

 
/ˈlīmē /

 
limey






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
līm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lijm

 , German 
Leim

 , also to loam
 .






lime2


 
/līm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded citrus fruit similar to a lemon but greener, smaller, and with a distinctive acid flavor.




2.
 
(also 
lime tree

 )
 — the evergreen citrus tree that produces the lime, widely cultivated in warm climates.

[
Citrus aurantifolia

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]




3.
 
a bright light green color like that of a lime


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
day-glo orange, pink, or lime green.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from modern Provençal 
limo

 , Spanish 
lima

 , from Arabic 
līma

 ; compare with lemon
 .






lime3


 
/līm /

 
lime tree





I.
 
noun




another term for linden
 , esp. the European linden.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
line

 , from Old English 
lind

 (see linden
 ).





limeade

 
/ˈlīmˈād/






noun




a drink made from lime juice and water sweetened with sugar.













limeburner

 
/ˈlīmˌbərnər/






noun






‹historical›

 a person whose job was burning limestone in order to obtain lime.













limekiln

 
/ˈlīmkiln/






noun




a kiln in which limestone is burned or calcined to produce quicklime.













limelight

 
/ˈlīmˌlīt/






noun



1.
 
intense white light obtained by heating a cylinder of lime, formerly used in theaters.




2.
 
(
the limelight

 )
 — the focus of public attention




•
 
the works that brought the artists into the limelight.




















limen

 
/ˈlīmən/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 a threshold below which a stimulus is not perceived or is not distinguished from another.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘threshold.’





limerence

 
/ˈlimərəns/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 the state of being infatuated or obsessed with another person, typically experienced involuntarily and characterized by a strong desire for reciprocation of one's feelings but not primarily for a sexual relationship.








II.
 
derivatives





limerent






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from 
limer-

 (apparently an arbitrary syllable) + -ence
 .





limerick

 
/ˈlim(ə)rik/





I.
 
noun




a humorous, frequently bawdy, verse of three long and two short lines rhyming 
aabba

 , popularized by Edward Lear.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: said to be from the chorus “Will you come up to Limerick?,” sung between improvised verses at a gathering.





Limerick

 
/ˈlim(ə)rik/





I.
 
a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the western part of the province of Munster.




II.
 
the county town of Limerick, on the Shannon River; pop. 52,539 (2006).









limescale

 
/ˈlīmskāl/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a whitish deposit on the inside of pipes, pots, and kettles, caused by minerals leeched from the water.













limestone

 
/ˈlīmˌstōn/






noun




a hard sedimentary rock, composed mainly of calcium carbonate or dolomite, used as building material and in the making of cement.













lime sulfur






noun




an insecticide and fungicide containing calcium polysulfides, made by boiling lime and sulfur in water.













limewater

 
/ˈlīmˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a solution of calcium hydroxide in water, which is alkaline and turns milky in the presence of carbon dioxide.













Limey

 
/ˈlīmē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a British person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from lime
 2
 + -y
 1
 , because of the former enforced consumption of lime juice to prevent scurvy in the British navy.





limina

 
/ˈlimənə/






plural form of limen
 .









liminal

 
/ˈlimənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to a transitional or initial stage of a process.




2.
 


‹technical›

 occupying a position at, or on both sides of, a boundary or threshold.








II.
 
derivatives





liminality

 
/ˌliməˈnalətē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
limen

 , 
limin-

 ‘threshold’ + -al
 .






limit

 
/ˈlimit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point or level beyond which something does not or may not extend or pass




•
 
the 
limits of

 presidential power




•
 
the 10-minute 
limit on

 speeches




•
 
there was no 
limit to

 his imagination.










2.
 
(often 
limits

 )
 — the terminal point or boundary of an area or movement




•
 
the city limits




•
 
the upper limit of the tidal reaches.










3.
 
the furthest extent of one's physical or mental endurance




•
 
Mary Ann tried everyone's patience 
to the limit






•
 
other horses were reaching their limit.










4.
 
a restriction on the size or amount of something permissible or possible




•
 
an age limit




•
 
a weight limit.










5.
 
a speed limit




•
 
a 30 mph limit.










6.
 
(in card games) an agreed maximum stake or bet.




7.
 
(also 
legal limit

 )
 — the maximum concentration of alcohol in the blood that the law allows in the driver of a motor vehicle




•
 
the risk of drinkers inadvertently going 
over the limit

 .










8.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point or value that a sequence, function, or sum of a series can be made to approach progressively, until it is as close to the point or value as desired.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set or serve as a limit to




•
 
try to limit the amount you drink




•
 
class sizes are 
limited to

 a maximum of 10




•
 (as 
adj.

 
limiting

 )
 
a limiting factor.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be the limit








‹informal›

 be intolerably troublesome or irritating.









2.
 
off limits





a.
 
out of bounds




•
 
they declared the site off limits.










b.
 
not to be mentioned or discussed




•
 
it was apparent that the whole topic was off limits.















3.
 
within limits






moderately; up to a point.









4.
 
without limit






with no restriction.












IV.
 
derivatives





limitative

 
/ˈliməˌtādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
limes

 , 
limit-

 ‘boundary, frontier.’ The verb is from Latin 
limitare

 , from 
limes

 .





limitary

 
/ˈliməˌterē/






adjective






‹rare›

 of, relating to, or subject to restriction.













limitation

 
/ˌliməˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
limitations

 )
 — a limiting rule or circumstance; a restriction




•
 
severe 
limitations on

 water use.










2.
 
a condition of limited ability; a defect or failing




•
 
she knew her limitations better than she knew her worth.










3.
 
the action of limiting something




•
 
the limitation of local authorities' powers.










4.
 
(also 
limitation period

 )
 — 

[Law]

 a legally specified period beyond which an action may be defeated or a property right is not to continue.

See also statute of limitations
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
limitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
limitare

 (see limit
 ).





limit bid






noun






[Bridge]

 a bid showing that the value of the bidder's hand is within a narrow range, typically ten or eleven points.













limited

 
/ˈlimədəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
restricted in size, amount, or extent; few, small, or short




•
 
a limited number of places are available




•
 
special offers available for a limited period




•
 
the legislation has had a limited effect.










2.
 
(of a monarchy or government) exercised under limitations of power prescribed by a constitution.




3.
 
(of a person) not great in ability or talents




•
 
I think he is a very limited man.










4.
 
(of a train or other vehicle of public transportation) making few intermediate stops; express.




5.
 
(
Limited

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 denoting a company whose owners are legally responsible for its debts only to the extent of the amount of capital they invested (used after a company name)




•
 
Times Newspapers Limited.














II.
 
derivatives





limitedness






noun





















limited edition






noun




an edition of a book, or reproduction of a print or object, limited to a specific number of copies.













limited partner





I.
 
noun




a partner in a company or venture who receives limited profits from the business and whose liability toward its debts is legally limited to the extent of his or her investment.








II.
 
derivatives





limited partnership






noun





















limited war






noun




a war in which the weapons used, the nations or territory involved, or the objectives pursued are restricted in some way, in particular one in which the use of nuclear weapons is avoided.














limiter

 
/ˈlimidər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that limits something, in particular




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a circuit whose output is restricted to a certain range of values irrespective of the size of the input.

Also called clipper
 .




3.
 
a device that prevents a vehicle from being driven above a specified speed.

Also called speed limiter.













limitless

 
/ˈlimitləs/





I.
 
adjective




without end, limit, or boundary




•
 
our resources are not limitless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
limitlessly






adverb













2.
 
limitlessness






noun





















limit order






noun






[Finance]

 a direction given to a broker to buy or sell a security or commodity at a specified price or better




•
 
the exchange unveiled a computer-driven system that executes limit orders in seconds.



















limit point






noun






[Mathematics]

 a point for which every neighborhood contains at least one point belonging to a given set.













limit switch






noun




a switch preventing the travel of an object in a mechanism past some predetermined point, mechanically operated by the motion of the object itself.













limn

 
/lim/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 depict or describe in painting or words.




2.
 


‹literary›

 suffuse or highlight (something) with a bright color or light




•
 
a crescent moon limned each shred with white gold.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘illuminate a manuscript’): alteration of obsolete 
lumine

 ‘illuminate,’ via Old French 
luminer

 from Latin 
luminare

 ‘make light.’





limner

 
/ˈlimnər/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a painter, especially of portraits or miniatures.













limnology

 
/limˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the biological, chemical, and physical features of lakes and other bodies of fresh water.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
limnological

 
/ˌlimnəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
limnologist

 
/limˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
limnē

 ‘lake’ + -logy
 .






Límnos

 
/ˈlimnôs/






Greek name for Lemnos
 .









limo

 
/ˈlimō/






noun




short for limousine
 .













Limoges

 
/ləˈmōZH/






a city in west central France, the capital of Limousin; pop. 139,026 (2006). Famous in the late Middle Ages for enamel work, it has been noted since the 18th century for the production of porcelain.









limoncello

 
/ˌlimənˈCHelō/





I.
 
noun




a lemon-flavored Italian liqueur.











– origin

 Italian, from 
limone

 ‘lemon’ + the diminutive suffix ‘-cello.’





limonene

 
/ˈliməˌnēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon with a lemonlike scent, present in lemon oil, orange oil, and similar essential oils.

[A terpene; chem. formula: C10
 H16
 .]













limonite

 
/ˈlīməˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




an amorphous brownish secondary mineral consisting of a mixture of hydrous ferric oxides, important as an iron ore.








II.
 
derivatives





limonitic

 
/ˌlīməˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Limonit

 , probably from Greek 
leimōn

 ‘meadow’ (suggested by the earlier German name 
Wiesenerz

 , literally ‘meadow ore’).






limousine

 
/ˈliməˌzēn ˌliməˈzēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, luxurious automobile, especially one driven by a chauffeur who is separated from the passengers by a partition.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a car licensed to transport passengers in return for payment, typically more luxurious than a taxi and not fitted with a taximeter.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large passenger vehicle carrying people to and from an airport.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, feminine adjective meaning ‘of Limousin,’ originally denoting a caped cloak worn in 
Limousin

 : the car originally had a roof that protected the outside driving seat.





limousine liberal






noun






(US)

 
‹derogatory›

 a wealthy liberal.














limp1


 
/limp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with difficulty, typically because of a damaged or stiff leg or foot




•
 
he limped heavily as he moved




•
 [with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 
he limped off during Saturday's game.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a damaged ship, aircraft, or vehicle) proceed with difficulty




•
 
the badly damaged aircraft limped back to Sicily.














II.
 
noun




a tendency to limp; a gait impeded by injury or stiffness




•
 
he walked with a limp.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fall short of’): related to obsolete 
limphalt

 ‘lame,’ and probably of Germanic origin.





limp2


 
/limp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking internal strength or structure; not stiff or firm




•
 
she let her whole body go limp




•
 
the flags hung limp and still.










2.
 
having or denoting a book cover that is not stiffened with board.




3.
 
without energy or will




•
 
he was feeling too limp to argue




•
 
a limp handshake.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
limply

 
/ˈlimplē /






adverb













2.
 
limpness

 
/ˈlimpnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps related to limp
 1
 , having the basic sense ‘hanging loose.’





limpet

 
/ˈlimpit/





I.
 
noun




a marine mollusk with a shallow conical shell and a broad muscular foot, noted for the way it clings tightly to rocks.

[
Patellidae

 , 
Fissurellidae

 (the keyhole limpets), and other families, class 
Gastropoda

 : numerous species, including the 
common limpet

 (
Patella vulgata

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
lempedu

 , from medieval Latin 
lampreda

 ‘limpet, lamprey.’





limpet mine

 
/ˈlimpit mīn/






noun




a mine designed to be attached magnetically to a ship's hull and set to explode after a certain time.













limpid

 
/ˈlimpid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a liquid) free of anything that darkens; completely clear.




2.
 
(of a person's eyes) unclouded; clear.




3.
 
(especially of writing or music) clear and accessible or melodious




•
 
the limpid notes of a recorder.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
limpidity

 
/limˈpidədē /






noun













2.
 
limpidly

 
/ˈlimpidlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
limpidus

 ; perhaps related to lymph
 .





limpkin

 
/ˈlim(p)kin/





I.
 
noun




a wading marsh bird related to the rails, with long legs and a long bill, found in the southeastern US and tropical America.

[
Aramus guarauna

 , the only member of the family 
Aramidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from limp
 1
 (with reference to the bird's limping gait) + -kin
 .





Limpopo

 
/limˈpōpō/






a river in southeastern Africa. Rising as the Crocodile River near Johannesburg, it flows 1,100 miles (1,770 km) in a sweeping curve to the north and east to meet the Indian Ocean north of Maputo, Mozambique. For much of its course it forms South Africa's boundary with Botswana and Zimbabwe.









limp-wristed

 
/ˌlimpˈristəd/






adjective






‹offensive›

 (of a man, especially a homosexual) effeminate.













limulus

 
/ˈlimyələs/





I.
 
noun




an arthropod of a genus that comprises the North American horseshoe crab and its extinct relatives.

[Genus 
Limulus

 , class 
Merostomata

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
limulus

 ‘somewhat oblique,’ from 
limus

 ‘oblique.’





lin.






abbreviation



1.
 
lineal or linear.




2.
 
liniment.













Lin, Maya

 
/lin/






(1959–) US architect; full name 
Maya Ying Lin

 . She designed the Vietnam Veterans' Memorial in Washington, DC, which was dedicated in 1982, and the Civil Rights Memorial at the Southern Poverty Law Center in Montgomery, Alabama in 1989.









linac

 
/ˈlinak/






noun




short for linear accelerator
 .













Linacre, Thomas

 
/ˈlinəkər/






(
c.

 1460–1524), English physician and classical scholar. In 1518, he founded the College of Physicians in London and became its first president.









linage

 
/ˈlīnij/






noun




the number of lines in printed or written matter, especially when used to calculate payment.














Lin Biao

 
/ˌlin ˈbyou /

 
Lin Piao






(1908–71), Chinese communist statesman and general. Having been nominated to become Mao's successor in 1969, he staged an unsuccessful coup in 1971 and was reported to have been killed in a plane crash while fleeing to the former Soviet Union.









linchpin

 
/ˈlin(t)SHpin /

 
lynchpin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pin passed through the end of an axle to keep a wheel in position.




2.
 
a person or thing vital to an enterprise or organization




•
 
regular brushing is the linchpin of all good dental hygiene.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old English 
lynis

 (in the sense ‘linchpin’) + pin
 .





Lincoln

 
/ˈliNGkən/





I.
 
the state capital of Nebraska; pop. 251,624 (est. 2008). Founded as Lancaster in 1856, it was made the state capital in 1867 and renamed in honor of Abraham Lincoln.




II.
 
a city in eastern England, the county town of Lincolnshire; pop. 86,800 (est. 2009). It was founded by the Romans as Lindum Colonia.









Lincoln, Abraham





I.
 
(1809–65), 16th president of the US 1861–65. A Republican, his election to the presidency on an anti-slavery platform helped to precipitate the Civil War, which was fought during his administration. He was assassinated shortly after the war ended and before he could fulfill his campaign promise to reconcile the North and the South. He was noted for his succinct, eloquent speeches, including the Gettysburg Address of 1863.




II.
 
derivatives





Lincolnesque

 
/ˌliNGkəˈnesk /






adjective





















Lincoln green






noun






‹historical›

 bright green woolen cloth originally made at Lincoln, England.













Lincoln Memorial






a monument in Washington, DC, to Abraham Lincoln, designed by 
Henry Bacon

 (1866–1924). Built in the form of a Greek temple, the monument houses a large statue of Lincoln.









Lincolnshire

 
/ˈliNGkənSHər ˈliNGkənˌSHir/






a county on the eastern coast of England; county town, Lincoln.









Lincoln's Inn

 
/ˈˌliNGkənz ˈin/






one of the Inns of Court in London.









Lind, James

 
/lind/






(1716–94), Scottish physician. He laid the foundations for the discovery of vitamins by performing experiments on scurvy in sailors. After his death, the Royal Navy officially adopted the practice of giving lime juice to sailors.









Lind, Jenny






(1820–87), Swedish soprano; born 
Johanna Maria Lind Goldschmidt

 . She was known as “the Swedish nightingale” for the purity and agility of her voice.










lindane

 
/ˈlindān/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic organochlorine insecticide, now generally restricted in use due to its toxicity and persistence in the environment.

Also called gamma-HCH
 . [An isomer of benzene hexachloride; chem. formula: C6
 H12
 CI6
 .]











– origin

 1940s: named after Teunis van der 
Linden

 , 20th-cent. Dutch chemist.





Lindbergh, Anne Morrow

 
/ˈlin(d)ˌbərɡ/






(1906–2001), US writer; the wife of Charles Lindbergh. Her writings, such as 
North to the Orient

 (1935), 
Gift from the Sea

 (1955), and 
War Within and Without

 (1980), told of her life experiences, especially those regarding aviation, the 1932 kidnapping and murder of her two-year-old son, the political climate of the times, and her general philosophy.









Lindbergh, Charles






(1902–74), US aviator; full name 
Charles Augustus Lindbergh

 . In 1927, he made the first solo transatlantic flight in a single-engined monoplane, 
Spirit of St. Louis

 . Known thereafter as “Lucky Lindy,” he moved to Europe with his wife, Anne Morrow Lindbergh, to escape the publicity surrounding the kidnapping and murder of their two-year-old son in 1932. He recounted his historic flight of 1927 in 
The Spirit of St. Louis

 (1953).










linden

 
/ˈlindən/





I.
 
noun




a deciduous tree with heart-shaped leaves and fragrant yellowish blossoms, native to north temperate regions. The pale soft timber is used for carving and furniture.

See also basswood
 . [Genus 
Tilia

 , family 
Tiliaceae

 : many species, including the 
American linden

 (
T. americana

 ) and the 
European linden

 (
T. europaea

 ).]











– origin

 Old English (as an adjective in the sense ‘made of wood from the lime tree’): from 
lind

 ‘lime tree’ (compare with lime
 3
 ) + -en
 3
 , reinforced by obsolete Dutch 
lindenboom

 and German 
Lindenbaum

 .





Linden

 
/ˈlindən/






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, south of Elizabeth, noted for its oil refineries; pop. 39,162 (est. 2008).









Lindsay, Vachel

 
/ˈlinzē/






(1879–1931), US poet; full name 
Nicholas Vachel Lindsay

 . His works are collected in volumes including 
General Booth Enters into Heaven and Other Poems

 (1913) and 
The Congo and Other Poems

 (1914).










line1


 
/līn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow mark or band




•
 
a row of closely spaced dots will look like a continuous line




•
 
I can't draw a straight line.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a straight or curved continuous extent of length without breadth.




3.
 
a positioning or movement of a thing or things that creates or appears to follow a line




•
 
her mouth set in an angry line




•
 
the ball rose in a straight line.










4.
 
a furrow or wrinkle in the skin of the face or hands.




5.
 
a contour or outline considered as a feature of design or composition




•
 
crisp architectural lines




•
 
the artist's use of clean line and color.










6.
 
(on a map or graph) a curve connecting all points having a specified common property.




7.
 
a line marking the starting or finishing point in a race.




8.
 
a line marked on a field or court that relates to the rules of a game or sport.




9.
 


[Football]

 the line of scrimmage.




10.
 
(
the Line

 )
 — the equator.




11.
 
a notional limit or boundary




•
 
the issue of peace cut across class lines




•
 
television blurs the line between news and entertainment.










12.
 
each of the very narrow horizontal sections forming a television picture.




13.
 


[Physics]

 a narrow range of the spectrum noticeably brighter or darker than the adjacent parts.




14.
 
(
the line

 )
 — the level of the base of most letters, such as 
h

 and 
x

 , in printing and writing.




15.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Printing]

 
[Computing]

 denoting an illustration or graphic consisting of lines and solid areas, with no gradation of tone




•
 
a line block




•
 
line art.










16.
 
each of (usually five) horizontal lines forming a staff in musical notation.




17.
 
a sequence of notes or tones forming an instrumental or vocal melody




•
 
a powerful melodic line.










18.
 
a dose of a powdered narcotic or hallucinatory drug, especially cocaine or heroin, laid out in a line.




19.
 
a length of cord, rope, wire, or other material serving a particular purpose




•
 
wring the clothes and hang them on the line




•
 
a telephone line.










20.
 
a telephone connection




•
 
she had a crank 
on the line

 .










21.
 
a railroad track.




22.
 
a branch or route of a railroad system




•
 
the Philadelphia to Baltimore line.










23.
 
a company that provides ships, aircraft, or buses on particular routes on a regular basis




•
 
a major shipping line.










24.
 
a horizontal row of written or printed words.




25.
 
a part of a poem forming one row of written or printed words




•
 
each stanza has eight lines.










26.
 
(
lines

 )
 — the words of an actor's part in a play or film.




27.
 
(
lines

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 an amount of text or number of repetitions of a sentence written out as a school punishment.




28.
 
a row of people or things




•
 
a line of acolytes proceeded down the aisle.










29.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a row or sequence of people or vehicles awaiting their turn to be attended to or to proceed.




30.
 
a connected series of people following one another in time (used especially of several generations of a family)




•
 
we follow the history of a family through the male line.










31.
 


(US)

 (in football, hockey, etc.) a set of players in the forwardmost positions for offense or defense.




32.
 


[Football]

 one of the positions on the line of scrimmage.




33.
 
a series of related things




•
 
the bill is the latest in a long line of measures to protect society from criminals.










34.
 
a range of commercial goods




•
 
the company intends to hire more people and expand its product line.










35.
 


‹informal›

 a false or exaggerated account or story




•
 
he feeds me a line about this operation.










36.
 
the point spread for sports events on which bets may be made.




37.
 
an area or branch of activity




•
 
the stresses unique to their 
line of work

 .










38.
 
a direction, course, or channel




•
 
lines of communication




•
 
he opened another line of attack.










39.
 
(
lines

 )
 — a manner of doing or thinking about something




•
 
you can't run a business 
on

 these 
lines






•
 
the superintendent was thinking 
along the same lines

 .










40.
 
an agreed-upon approach; a policy




•
 
the official line is that there were no chemical attacks on allied troops.










41.
 
a connected series of military fieldworks or defenses facing an enemy force




•
 
raids behind enemy lines.










42.
 
an arrangement of soldiers or ships in a column or line formation; a line of battle.




43.
 
(
the line

 )
 — regular army regiments (as opposed to auxiliary forces or household troops).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stand or be positioned at intervals along




•
 
a processional route lined by people waving flags.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
lined

 )
 — mark or cover with lines




•
 
a thin woman with a lined face




•
 
lined paper.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 hit a line drive.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
above the line





a.
 


[Finance]

 denoting or relating to money spent on items of current expenditure.




b.
 


[Marketing]

 denoting or relating to advertising in the mass media




•
 
with no above-the-line advertising spend, every spare dollar available for marketing is directed towards point-of-sale promotions.










c.
 


[Bridge]

 denoting bonus points and penalty points, which do not count toward the game.









2.
 
all (the way) down (or along) the line






at every point or stage




•
 
the mistakes were caused by lack of care all down the line.















3.
 
along (or down) the line






at a further, later, or unspecified point




•
 
I knew that somewhere down the line there would be an inquest.















4.
 
below the line

 
/bəˌlō T͟Hə ˈlīn /





a.
 


[Finance]

 denoting or relating to money spent on items of capital expenditure.




b.
 


[Marketing]

 denoting or relating to advertising by means such as direct mail, email, promotional events, etc.




•
 
they choose to spend the bulk of their budget in below-the-line digital marketing.










c.
 


[Bridge]

 denoting points for tricks bid and won, which count toward the game.




d.
 
denoting or relating to a section at the end of an online article or blog post in which readers can post comments




•
 
the issue causes embarrassment in the UK, as you can see from the numerous comments below the line.















5.
 
bring someone/something into line






cause someone or something to conform




•
 
the change in the law will 
bring

 Britain 
into line with

 Europe.















6.
 
come down to the line






(of a race) be closely fought right until the end.









7.
 
come into line






conform




•
 
Britain has 
come into line with

 other Western democracies in giving the vote to its citizens living abroad.















8.
 
the end of the line






see the end of the road
 at end
 .









9.
 
get a line on








‹informal›

 learn something about.









10.
 
in line





a.
 
under control




•
 
that threat 
kept

 a lot of people 
in line

 .










b.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in a row waiting to proceed




•
 
I always peer at other people's shopping carts as we 
stand in line

 .















11.
 
in line for






likely to receive




•
 
she might be in line for a cabinet post.















12.
 
in the line of duty






while one is working (used mainly of police officers, firefighters, or soldiers).









13.
 
in (or out of) line with






in (or not in) alignment or accordance with




•
 
remuneration is in line with comparable international organizations.















14.
 
lay (or put) it on the line






speak frankly.









15.
 
(draw) a line in the sand






(state that one has reached) a point beyond which one will not go.









16.
 
line of communications






see communication
 .









17.
 
line of credit






an amount of credit extended to a borrower.









18.
 
line of fire







/ˌlīn əv ˈfīr /

 — the expected path of gunfire or a missile




•
 
residents within line of fire were evacuated from their homes.















19.
 
line of flight






the route taken through the air.









20.
 
line of force






an imaginary line that represents the strength and direction of a magnetic, gravitational, or electric field at any point.









21.
 
the line of least resistance






see resistance
 .









22.
 
line of march






the route taken in marching.









23.
 
line of sight






a straight line along which an observer has unobstructed vision




•
 
a building that obstructs our line of sight.















24.
 
line of vision







/ˌlīn əv ˈviZH(ə)n /

 — the straight line along which an observer looks




•
 
Jimmy moved forward into Len's line of vision.















25.
 
on the line





a.
 
at serious risk




•
 
their careers were on the line.










b.
 
(of a picture in an exhibition) hung with its center about level with the spectator's eye.









26.
 
out of line








‹informal›

 behaving in a way that breaks the rules or is considered disreputable or inappropriate




•
 
he had never 
stepped out of line

 with her before.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
line out








[Baseball]

 be put out by hitting a line drive that is caught.









2.
 
line something out






transplant seedlings from beds into nursery lines, where they are grown before being moved to their permanent position.









3.
 
line someone/something up





a.
 
arrange a number of people or things in a straight row.




b.
 
(
line up

 )
 — (of a number of people or things) be arranged in a straight row




•
 
we would line up across the parade ground, shoulder to shoulder.










c.
 
have someone or something ready or prepared




•
 
have you got any work lined up?





















– origin

 Old English 
līne

 ‘rope, series,’ probably of Germanic origin, from Latin 
linea (fibra

 ) ‘flax (fiber),’ from 
linum

 ‘flax,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
ligne

 , based on Latin 
linea

 .






line2


 
/līn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover the inside surface of (a container or garment) with a layer of different material




•
 
a basket 
lined with

 polyethylene.










2.
 
form a layer on the inside surface of (an area); cover as if with a lining




•
 
hundreds of telegrams lined the walls.














II.
 
phrases





line one's pockets






make money, especially by dishonest means.















– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete 
line

 ‘flax,’ with reference to the common use of linen for linings.





lineage

 
/ˈlinēij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lineal descent from an ancestor; ancestry or pedigree.




2.
 


[Anthropology]

 a social group tracing its descent from a single ancestor.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a sequence of species each of which is considered to have evolved from its predecessor




•
 
the chimpanzee and gorilla lineages.










4.
 
a sequence of cells in the body that developed from a common ancestral cell




•
 
the myeloid lineage.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lignage

 , from Latin 
linea

 ‘a line’ (see line
 1
 ).






lineal

 
/ˈlinēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a direct line of descent or ancestry




•
 
a lineal descendant.










2.
 
of, relating to, or consisting of lines; linear.








II.
 
derivatives





lineally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
linealis

 , from 
linea

 ‘a line’ (see line
 1
 ).





lineament

 
/ˈlinēəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
lineaments

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a distinctive feature or characteristic, especially of the face.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a linear feature on the earth's surface, such as a fault.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lineamentum

 , from 
lineare

 ‘make straight,’ from 
linea

 ‘a line’ (see line
 1
 ).





linear

 
/ˈlinēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arranged in or extending along a straight or nearly straight line




•
 
linear arrangements




•
 
linear in shape




•
 
linear movement.










2.
 
consisting of or predominantly formed using lines or outlines




•
 
simple linear designs.










3.
 
involving one dimension only




•
 
linear elasticity.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 able to be represented by a straight line on a graph; involving or exhibiting directly proportional change in two related quantities




•
 
linear functions




•
 
linear relationship.










5.
 
progressing from one stage to another in a single series of steps; sequential




•
 
a linear narrative.














II.
 
derivatives





linearity

 
/ˌlinēˈerədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
linearis

 , from 
linea

 ‘a line’ (see line
 1
 ).






Linear A

 
/ˌlinēər ˈā/






the earlier of two related forms of writing discovered at Knossos in Crete between 1894 and 1901, found on tablets and vases dating from 
c.

 1700 to 1450 
BC

 and still largely unintelligible.










linear accelerator






noun






[Physics]

 an accelerator in which particles travel in straight lines, not in closed orbits.














Linear B






a form of Bronze Age writing discovered on tablets in Crete, dating from 
c.

 1400 to 1200 
BC

 . In 1952, it was shown to be a syllabic script composed of linear signs, derived from Linear A and older Minoan scripts, representing a form of Mycenaean Greek.









linear equation






noun




an equation between two variables that gives a straight line when plotted on a graph.













linearize

 
/ˈlinēəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 make linear; represent in or transform into a linear form.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
linearization

 
/ˌlinēərəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
linearizer






noun





















linearly

 
/ˈlinēərlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a straight or nearly straight line




•
 
the house is a longish structure with rooms linearly arranged.










2.
 
using lines or outlines




•
 
a linearly designed blow-molder.










3.
 
in a way that involves one dimension only




•
 
a linearly elastic material.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 in a way that can be represented by a straight line on a graph




•
 
the distribution (when plotted linearly) is broad and asymmetric.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 in a way that involves or exhibits directly proportional change in two related quantities




•
 
side effects increase linearly with dosage




•
 
growth rate is linearly related to temperature.










6.
 
in a way that progresses from one stage to another in a single series of steps; sequentially




•
 
each individual must proceed linearly through each task




•
 
spoken language proceeds linearly, one word after another.



















linear motor






noun




an electric induction motor that produces straight-line motion (as opposed to rotary motion) by means of a linear stator and rotor placed in parallel. It has been used to drive streetcars and monorails, where one part of the motor is on the underside of the vehicle and the other is in the track.














linear perspective






noun




a type of perspective used by artists in which the relative size, shape, and position of objects are determined by drawn or imagined lines converging at a point on the horizon.













linear programming






noun




a mathematical technique for maximizing or minimizing a linear function of several variables, such as output or cost.













lineation

 
/ˌlinēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of drawing lines or marking with lines.




2.
 
a line or linear marking; an arrangement or group of lines




•
 
magnetic lineations.










3.
 
a contour or outline.




4.
 
the division of text into lines




•
 
the punctuation and lineation are reproduced accurately.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lineatio(n-)

 , from 
lineare

 ‘make straight.’





linebacker

 
/ˈlīnˌbakər/






noun






[Football]

 a defensive player normally positioned behind the line of scrimmage, but in front of the safeties.













line break






noun






[Printing]

 the point at which two lines of text are split; the end of a line




•
 
even the freest free verse must justify its rhythms and line breaks.



















line breeding






noun




the selective breeding of animals for a desired feature by mating them within a closely related line.













line-caught






adjective




denoting a fish that has been caught with a rod and fishing line, not by trawling with a net




•
 
the smartest sushi bars only ever buy line-caught tuna.



















line cut






noun




an engraving from a drawing consisting of solid blacks and whites, without gradations of color.














line dancing

 
/ˈlīn ˌdansiNG/





I.
 
noun




a type of country and western dancing in which dancers line up in a row without partners and follow a choreographed pattern of steps to music.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
line dance






noun













2.
 
line-dance






verb













3.
 
line dancer






noun





















line drawing

 
/ˈlīn ˌdroiNG/






noun




a drawing done using only narrow lines, the variation of which, in width and density, produce such effects as tone and shading.














line drive






noun






[Baseball]

 a powerfully hit ball that travels in the air and relatively close to and parallel with the ground.













line engraving

 
/līn inˈɡrāviNG enˈɡrāviNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an engraving made from a metal plate on which lines of varying thickness have been incised.




2.
 
the art or technique of making line engravings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
line-engraved






adjective













2.
 
line engraver






noun





















line feed

 
/ˈlīn ˌfēd/






noun



1.
 
the action of advancing paper in a printing machine by the space of one line.




2.
 


[Computing]

 the analogous movement of text on a computer screen.













line integral






noun






[Mathematics]

 the integral, taken along a line, of any function that has a continuously varying value along that line.













Line Islands






a group of 11 islands in the central Pacific Ocean that straddle the equator south of Hawaii. Eight of the islands, including Kiritimati (Christmas Island), form part of Kiribati; the remaining three are uninhabited dependencies of the US.









line item






noun



1.
 
an entry that appears on a separate line in a bookkeeping ledger or a fiscal budget.




2.
 
a single item in a legislative appropriations bill.













line-item veto






noun




the power of a president, governor, or other elected executive to reject individual provisions of a bill.













lineman

 
/ˈlīnmən/






noun



1.
 
a person employed in laying and maintaining railroad track.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person employed for the repair and maintenance of telephone or electricity power lines.




3.
 


[Football]

 a player normally positioned on the line of scrimmage.













line manager





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a person with direct managerial responsibility for a particular employee.








II.
 
derivatives





line management






noun






















linen

 
/ˈlinin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cloth woven from flax.




2.
 
garments or other household articles such as sheets made, or originally made, of linen.











– origin

 Old English 
līnen

 (as an adjective in the sense ‘made of flax’); related to Dutch 
linnen

 , German 
Leinen

 , also to obsolete 
line

 ‘flax.’





linenfold

 
/ˈlinənˌfōld/






noun




carved or molded ornaments, especially on a panel, representing folds or scrolls of linen.













line of battle






noun



1.
 
a disposition of troops for action in battle.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a battle formation of warships in line ahead (one behind another).













line of scrimmage






noun






[Football]

 the imaginary line separating the teams at the beginning of a play.













line printer

 
/ˈlīn ˌprintər/






noun




a machine that prints output from a computer a line at a time rather than character by character.













liner1


 
/ˈlīnər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
ocean liner

 )
 — a large luxurious passenger ship of a type formerly used on a regular line.




2.
 
a fine paintbrush used for painting thin lines and for outlining.




3.
 
a cosmetic used for outlining or accentuating a facial feature, or a brush or pencil for applying this.




4.
 


‹informal›

 another term for line drive
 .













liner2


 
/ˈlīnər/






noun



1.
 
a lining in an appliance, device, or container, especially a removable one, in particular




2.
 
the lining of a garment.




3.
 
(also 
cylinder liner

 )
 — a replaceable metal sleeve placed within the cylinder of an engine, forming a durable surface to withstand wear from the piston.













-liner






combining form






‹informal›

 denoting a text of a specified number, usually a small number, of lines, such as an advertisement or a spoken passage in a play, dialogue, etc.




•
 
two-liner.



















liner note






noun

 — (usu. 
liner notes

 )


1.
 
the text printed on a paper insert issued as part of the packaging of a compact disc or on the sleeve of a phonograph record.













line score






noun




a summary of the scoring in a game displayed in a horizontal table, especially an inning-by-inning record of the runs, hits, and errors in a baseball game.













linesman

 
/ˈlīnzmən/






noun




(in games played on a field or court) an official who assists the referee or umpire from the sideline, especially in deciding on whether the ball is out of play.













line spectrum






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 an emission spectrum consisting of separate isolated lines.




2.
 


[Physics]

 an emission (of light, sound, or other radiation) composed of a number of discrete frequencies or energies.













line squall

 
/ˈlīn ˌskwôl/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a violent local storm occurring as one of a number along a cold front.













lineup

 
/ˈlīnˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a group of people or things brought together in a particular context, especially the members of a sports team or a group of musicians or other entertainers




•
 
a talented batting lineup.










2.
 
the schedule of television programs for a particular period




•
 
NBC's Thursday lineup of hit comedies.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a line of people or things.




4.
 
a group of people including a suspect for a crime assembled for the purpose of having an eyewitness identify the suspect from among them.













line work






noun



1.
 
drawings or designs carried out with a pen or pencil, as opposed to wash or similar techniques.




2.
 
work on lines, especially as a lineman or a production-line worker.













ling1


 
/liNG/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of long-bodied edible marine fishes.

[● a large eastern Atlantic fish related to the cod (genus 
Molva

 , family 
Gadidae

 ), in particular 
M. molva

 , which is of commercial importance. ● a related Australian fish (
Lotella callarias

 , family 
Gadidae

 ). ● a similar but unrelated Australian fish (
Genypterus blacodes

 , family 
Ophidiidae

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English 
lenge

 , probably from Middle Dutch; related to long
 1
 .






ling2


 
/liNG/





I.
 
noun




the common heather of Eurasia.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
lyng

 , of unknown origin.





ling.






abbreviation




linguistics.














-ling





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns from nouns, adjectives, and verbs (such as 
hireling

 , 
youngling

 ).




2.
 
forming nouns from adjectives and adverbs (such as 
darling

 , 
sibling

 , 
underling

 ).




3.
 
forming diminutive words




•
 
gosling




•
 
sapling.










4.
 
often with depreciatory reference




•
 
princeling.

















– origin

 Old English; 
sense

 3 from Old Norse.





Lingala

 
/liNGˈɡälə/





I.
 
noun




a Bantu language used by over 8 million people as a lingua franca in northern parts of Congo and the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).











– origin

 a local name.






lingam

 
/ˈliNGɡəm /

 
linga





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 a symbol of divine generative energy, especially a phallus or phallic object worshiped as a symbol of Shiva.

Compare with yoni
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
liṅga

 , literally ‘mark, (sexual) characteristic.’





lingcod

 
/ˈliNGˌkäd/






noun




a large slender greenling that has large teeth and is greenish-brown with golden spots. It lives along the Pacific coast of North America, where it is a valuable commercial and sport fish.

[
Ophiodon elongatus

 , family 
Hexagrammidae

 .]













linger

 
/ˈliNGɡər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stay in a place longer than necessary, typically because of a reluctance to leave




•
 
she lingered in the yard, enjoying the warm sunshine




•
 
she let her eyes linger on him suggestively.










2.
 
(
linger over

 )
 — spend a long time over (something)




•
 
she lingered over her meal.










3.
 
be slow to disappear or die




•
 
the tradition seems to 
linger on






•
 
we are thankful that she didn't 
linger on

 and suffer.














II.
 
derivatives





lingerer

 
/ˈliNGɡ(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘dwell, abide’): frequentative of obsolete 
leng

 ‘prolong,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
längen

 ‘make long(er),’ also to long
 1
 .





lingerie

 
/ˌlän(d)ZHəˈrā ˈlän(d)ZHəˌrē/





I.
 
noun




women's underwear and nightclothes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
linge

 ‘linen.’





lingering

 
/ˈliNGɡ(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




lasting for a long time or slow to end




•
 
there are still some lingering doubts in my mind




•
 
a painful and lingering death.














II.
 
derivatives





lingeringly






adverb





















lingo

 
/ˈliNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 a foreign language or local dialect




•
 
they were unable to speak a word of the local lingo.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 the vocabulary or jargon of a particular subject or group of people




•
 
fat, known in medical lingo as adipose tissue.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably via Portuguese 
lingoa

 from Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue.’






lingonberry

 
/ˈliNGənˌberē/





I.
 
noun




another term for the mountain cranberry, especially in Scandinavia, where the berries are much used in cooking.











– origin

 1950s: from Swedish 
lingon

 ‘mountain cranberry’ + berry
 .





lingua franca

 
/ˌliNGɡwə ˈfraNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a language that is adopted as a common language between speakers whose native languages are different.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a mixture of Italian with French, Greek, Arabic, and Spanish, formerly used in the Levant.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘Frankish tongue.’






lingual

 
/ˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 
[Anatomy]

 relating to, near, or on the side toward the tongue.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) formed by the tongue.




3.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to speech or language




•
 
his demonstrations of lingual dexterity.














II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a lingual sound.








III.
 
derivatives





lingually






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
lingualis

 , from Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue, language.’





linguine

 
/liNGˈɡwēnē /

 
linguini





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of narrow ribbons.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
linguina

 , diminutive of 
lingua

 ‘tongue.’





linguist

 
/ˈliNGɡwəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person skilled in foreign languages.




2.
 
a person who studies linguistics.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
lingua

 ‘language’ + -ist
 .





linguistic

 
/liNGˈɡwistik/






adjective




of or relating to language or linguistics.













linguistically

 
/liNGˈɡwistək(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that relates to language or linguistics




•
 
the country is very diverse culturally and linguistically.



















linguistic profiling






noun




the analysis of a person's speech or writing, especially to assist in identifying or characterizing an individual or particular subgroup




•
 
linguistic profiling revealed that the bomber was probably an uneducated Southerner.



















linguistics

 
/liNGˈɡwistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the scientific study of language and its structure, including the study of morphology, syntax, phonetics, and semantics. Specific branches of linguistics include sociolinguistics, dialectology, psycholinguistics, computational linguistics, historical-comparative linguistics, and applied linguistics.








II.
 
derivatives





linguistician

 
/ˌliNGɡwəˈstiSH(ə)n /






noun





















lingulate

 
/ˈliNGɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 tongue-shaped.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Zoology]

 denoting a type of burrowing brachiopod with an inarticulate shell and a long pedicle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
lingulatus

 , based on 
lingua

 ‘tongue,’ from 
lingere

 ‘to lick.’





liniment

 
/ˈlinəmənt/





I.
 
noun




a liquid or lotion, especially one made with oil, for rubbing on the body to relieve pain.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
linimentum

 , from Latin 
linire

 ‘to smear.’





lining

 
/ˈlīniNG/






noun



1.
 
a layer of different material covering the inside surface of something




•
 
a lining of fireproof insulation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
lining paper.










2.
 
an additional layer of different material attached to the inside of a garment or curtain to make it warmer or hang better




•
 
leather gloves with fur linings.




















link1


 
/liNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a relationship between two things or situations, especially where one thing affects the other




•
 
investigating a link between pollution and forest decline.










2.
 
a social or professional connection between people or organizations




•
 
he retained strong links with the media.










3.
 
something that enables communication between people




•
 
sign language interpreters represent a vital link between the deaf and hearing communities.










4.
 
a means of contact, travel, or transport between two points or places




•
 
they set up a satellite link with Tokyo




•
 
a rail link from Newark to Baltimore.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a code or instruction that connects one part of a program or an element in a list to another.




6.
 
short for hyperlink
 .




7.
 
a ring or loop in a chain.




8.
 
a unit of measurement of length equal to one hundredth of a surveying chain (7.92 inches).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
make, form, or suggest a connection with or between


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
rumors that 
linked

 his name 
with

 Judith




•
 
foreign and domestic policy are linked




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was 
linked up with

 an artistic group.










2.
 
connect or join physically


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a network of routes linking towns and villages




•
 
the cows are 
linked up to

 milking machines




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
three different groups, each 
linking with

 the other.










3.
 


[Computing]

 create a hyperlink between (web pages or hypertext documents)




•
 
I've had problems 
linking

 my blog 
to

 other websites




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
it turns out he reads my blogs and was very pleased I'd 
linked to

 his article.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clasp; intertwine




•
 
once outside he linked arms with her.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a loop; also as a verb in the sense ‘connect physically’): from Old Norse 
hlekkr

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Gelenk

 ‘joint.’





link2


 
/liNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a torch of pitch and tow for lighting the way in dark streets.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps from medieval Latin 
li(n)chinus

 ‘wick,’ from Greek 
lukhnos

 ‘light.’





linkable

 
/ˈliNGkəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of being linked with or to something




•
 
a phenomenon linkable to certain temporary circumstances in America.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of online content) capable or worthy of being linked to




•
 
the article has a nice graphic explaining the process, although it isn't linkable




•
 
let's take a look at how to use these tools to generate linkable content.














II.
 
derivatives





linkability






noun





















linkage

 
/ˈliNGkij/






noun



1.
 
the action of linking or the state of being linked.




2.
 
a system of links




•
 
a complex linkage of nerves.










3.
 
the linking of different issues in political negotiations.




4.
 


[Genetics]

 the tendency of groups of genes on the same chromosome to be inherited together.













linkbait

 
/ˈliNGkˌbāt/






noun




(on a website) content designed to attract attention and encourage those viewing it to create hyperlinks to the site, with the aim of improving the site's position on the list of results returned by a search engine.




•
 
at first, he tried creating linkbait to get his site noticed.



















linked list






noun






[Computing]

 an ordered set of data elements, each containing a link to its successor (and sometimes its predecessor).













linker

 
/ˈliNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that links other things, in particular




2.
 


[Computing]

 a program used with a compiler or assembler to provide links to the libraries needed for an executable program.




3.
 
an attachment on a knitting machine for linking two pieces of knitting.













link farm






noun






[Computing]

 a set of web pages created with the sole aim of linking to a target page, in an attempt to improve that page's search engine ranking.




•
 
when soliciting inbound links to your site, avoid link farms and other sites that have obvious artificial links.



















linking

 
/ˈliNGkiNG/






adjective



1.
 
connecting or joining something to something else.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting a consonant that is sounded at a boundary between two words or morphemes where two vowels would otherwise be adjacent, as in 
law(r) and order

 .

See also liaison
 .













Linköping

 
/ˈlinˌCHo͝opiNG, -ˌCHœ-/






an industrial town in southeastern Sweden; pop. 141,863 (2008). It was a noted cultural and ecclesiastical center during the Middle Ages.










links

 
/liNGks /

 
golf links





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a golf course.











– origin

 Old English 
hlinc

 ‘rising ground,’ perhaps related to lean
 1
 .





linksland

 
/ˈliNGkslənd/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 level or undulating sandy ground covered by coarse grass and near the sea.











– origin

 1920s: from Scots 
links

 ‘rising ground’ (see links
 ) + land
 .





linkup

 
/ˈliNGkˌəp/






noun



1.
 
an instance of two or more people or things connecting or joining.




2.
 
a connection enabling two or more people or machines to communicate with each other




•
 
a live satellite linkup.



















linkwork

 
/ˈliNGkˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
something made of links, as a chain.




2.
 
a kind of gearing that transmits motion by a series of links rather than by wheels or bands.













linn

 
/lin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 a waterfall.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 the pool below a waterfall.




3.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 a steep precipice.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
linne

 , Irish 
linn

 , related to Welsh 
llyn

 ‘lake.’





Linnaean

 
/liˈnēən liˈnāən /

 
Linnean





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus or his modern system of botany and zoology




•
 
the Linnaean classification of plants and animals.














II.
 
noun




an adherent of the modern system of botany and zoology developed by the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus




•
 
we dedicated Linnaeans continue separating the specimens of our analysis.



















Linnaeus, Carolus

 
/liˈnēəs/






(1707–78), Swedish botanist; founder of modern systematic botany and zoology; Latinized name of 
Carl von Linné

 . He devised an authoritative classification system for flowering plants involving binomial Latin names (later superseded by that of Antoine Jussieu) and also a classification method for animals.









linnet

 
/ˈlinit/





I.
 
noun




a mainly brown and gray finch with a reddish breast and forehead.

[Genus 
Acanthis

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : three species, in particular the Eurasian 
A. cannabina

 .]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
linette

 , from 
lin

 ‘flax’ (because the bird feeds on flaxseeds).





lino

 
/ˈlīnō/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 informal term for linoleum
 .













linocut

 
/ˈlīnōˌkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a design or form carved in relief on a block of linoleum.




2.
 
a print made from a linocut.








II.
 
derivatives





linocutting






noun





















linoleic acid

 
/ˌlinəˈlēik, -ˈlā-, ləˈnōlēik/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polyunsaturated fatty acid present as a glyceride in linseed oil and other oils and essential in the human diet.

[Chem. formula: C17
 H31
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





linoleate

 
/ləˈnōlēˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
linum

 ‘flax’ + oleic acid
 .





linolenic acid

 
/ˌlinəˈlēnik, -ˈlenik/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polyunsaturated fatty acid (with one more double bond than linoleic acid) present as a glyceride in linseed and other oils and essential in the human diet.

[Chem. formula: C17
 H29
 COOH; several isomers, notably 
gamma-linolenic acid

 , present in evening primrose oil.]








II.
 
derivatives





linolenate

 
/-ˈlēˌnāt, -ˈlenˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Linolensaüre

 , from 
Linolsaüre

 ‘linoleic acid,’ with the insertion of 
-en-

 (from -ene
 ).






linoleum

 
/ləˈnōlēəm/





I.
 
noun




a material consisting of a canvas backing thickly coated with a preparation of linseed oil and powdered cork, used especially as a floor covering.








II.
 
derivatives





linoleumed






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
linum

 ‘flax’ + 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





Linotype

 
/ˈlīnōtīp/





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 
‹trademark›

 a composing machine producing lines of words as single strips of metal, used chiefly for newspapers. It is now rarely used.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of the phrase 
line o' type

 .





Lin Piao






variant of Lin Biao
 .









linsang

 
/ˈlinsaNG/





I.
 
noun




a small secretive relation of the civet, with a spotted or banded coat and a long tail, found in the forests of Southeast Asia and West Africa.

[Family 
Viverridae

 : genera 
Prionodon

 (two Asian species) and 
Poiana

 (one African species).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Javanese from Malay.






linseed

 
/ˈlinsēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the seeds of the flax plant, which are the source of linseed oil and linseed cake.

Also called flaxseed
 .




2.
 
the flax plant, especially when grown for linseed oil.











– origin

 Old English 
līnsǣd

 , from 
līn

 ‘flax’ + 
sǣd

 ‘seed.’





linseed oil

 
/linsēːdˈoil/






noun




a pale yellow oil extracted from linseed, used especially in paint and varnish.













linsey-woolsey

 
/ˌlinzē ˈwo͝olzē/





I.
 
noun




a strong, coarse fabric with a linen or cotton warp and a woolen weft.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from 
linsey

 , originally denoting a coarse linen fabric (probably from 
Lindsey

 , a village in Suffolk, England, where the material was first made) + wool
 + 
-sey

 as a rhyming suffix.





linstock

 
/ˈlinˌstäk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a long pole used to hold a match for firing a cannon.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from earlier 
lintstock

 , from Dutch 
lontstok

 , from 
lont

 ‘match’ + 
stok

 ‘stick.’ The change in the first syllable was due to association with lint
 .






lint

 
/lint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short, fine fibers that separate from the surface of cloth or yarn, especially during processing.




2.
 
a fabric, originally of linen, with a raised nap on one side, used for dressing wounds.




3.
 
the fibrous material of a cotton boll.




4.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 flax fibers prepared for spinning.








II.
 
derivatives





linty






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
lynnet

 ‘flax prepared for spinning,’ perhaps from Old French 
linette

 ‘linseed,’ from 
lin

 ‘flax.’





lintel

 
/ˈlin(t)l/





I.
 
noun




a horizontal support of timber, stone, concrete, or steel across the top of a door or window.








II.
 
derivatives





linteled

 


‹Brit.›

 lintelled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on late Latin 
liminare

 , from Latin 
limen

 ‘threshold.’





linter

 
/ˈlin(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a machine for removing the short fibers from cotton seeds after ginning.




2.
 
(
linters

 )
 — the short fibers clinging to cotton seeds after ginning.













Linux

 
/ˈlinəks/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 an open-source operating system modelled on UNIX.











– origin

 1990s: from the name of 
Linus

 Benedict Torvalds (born 1969), a Finnish software engineer who wrote the first version of the system, + 
-x

 , as in 
Unix

 .





liny

 
/ˈlīnē/






adjective






‹informal›

 marked with lines; wrinkled.













Linz

 
/lin(t)s/






an industrial city in northern Austria, on the Danube River; pop. 188,430 (2006).










lion

 
/ˈlīən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large tawny-colored cat that lives in prides, found in Africa and northwestern India. The male has a flowing shaggy mane and takes little part in hunting, which is done cooperatively by the females.

[
Panthera leo

 , family 
Felidae

 .]




2.
 
(
the Lion

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Leo.




3.
 
a brave or strong person.




4.
 
an influential or celebrated person




•
 
a literary lion.










5.
 
the lion as an emblem (e.g., of English or Scottish royalty) or as a charge in heraldry.




6.
 
(
Lion

 )
 — a member of a Lions Club.








II.
 
phrases





throw someone to the lions






cause someone to be in an extremely dangerous or unpleasant situation.

[with reference to the throwing of Christians to the lions in Roman times.]












III.
 
derivatives





lionlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
liun

 , from Latin 
leo

 , 
leon-

 , from Greek 
leōn

 , 
leont-

 .





lion dance






noun




a traditional Chinese dance in which the dancers are masked and costumed to resemble lions.













lioness

 
/ˈlīənəs/






noun




a female lion.













lionhearted

 
/ˈlīənˌhärdəd/






adjective




brave and determined.













lionize

 
/ˈlīəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a lot of public attention and approval to (someone); treat as a celebrity




•
 
modern athletes are lionized.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lionization

 
/ˌlīənəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
lionizer






noun





















Lions Club






noun




a worldwide charitable society devoted to social and international service, taking its membership primarily from business and professional groups.













lion's paw






noun




a large Caribbean bivalve mollusk with a thick reddish fan-shaped shell that bears coarse radial ribs.

[
Chlamys nodosus

 , family 
Pectinidae

 .]













lion's share






noun




the biggest or greatest part




•
 
William was appointed editor, which meant that he did the lion's share of the work.



















lion tamarin






noun




a rare tamarin with a golden or black and golden coat and an erect mane, found only in Brazil.

[Genus 
Leontopithecus

 , family 
Callitrichidae

 (or 
Callithricidae

 ): the 
golden lion tamarin

 (
L. rosalia

 ), and three other species that have been recently recognized or discovered.]














lip

 
/lip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of the two fleshy parts that form the upper and lower edges of the opening of the mouth




•
 
he kissed her on the lips.










2.
 
(
lips

 )
 — used to refer to a person's speech or to current topics of conversation




•
 
downsizing is 
on everyone's lips

 at the moment.










3.
 
another term for labium
 (
sense

 1 and 
sense

 2).




4.
 
another term for labellum
 .




5.
 
the edge of a hollow container or an opening




•
 
drawing her finger around the lip of the cup.










6.
 
a rounded, raised, or extended piece along an edge.




7.
 


‹informal›

 impudent talk




•
 
don't give me any of your lip!














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water) lap against




•
 
beaches lipped by the surf rimming the Pacific.










2.
 


[Golf]

 hit the rim of (a hole) but fail to go in.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
curl one's lip






raise a corner of one's upper lip to show contempt; sneer.









2.
 
lick (or smack) one's lips






look forward to something with relish; show one's satisfaction.









3.
 
my (or his, etc.) lips are sealed






see seal
 1
 .









4.
 
pass one's lips






be eaten, drunk, or spoken.









5.
 
pay lip service to






express approval of or support for (something) without taking any significant action.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lipless






adjective













2.
 
liplike

 
/-līk /






adjective













3.
 
lipped

 
/lipt /






adjective






•
 
her pale-lipped mouth

























– origin

 Old English 
lippa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lip

 and German 
Lippe

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
labia

 , 
labra

 ‘lips.’





lipa

 
/ˈlēˌpä, -pə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Croatia, equal to one hundredth of a kuna.











– origin

 Croatian, literally ‘lime tree.’






Lipari Islands

 
/ˌlipərē ˈīləndz/






a group of seven volcanic islands in the Tyrrhenian Sea, off the northeastern coast of Sicily, in Italian possession.

Also called Aeolian Islands
 .









lipase

 
/ˈliˌpās ˈlīpāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a pancreatic enzyme that catalyzes the breakdown of fats to fatty acids and glycerol or other alcohols.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
lipos

 ‘fat’ + -ase
 .





lip balm

 
/ˈlip ˌbä(l)m/






noun




a preparation applied to soothe sore or cracked lips.













Lipchitz, Jacques

 
/ˈlipSHits/






(1891–1973), French sculptor, born in Lithuania; born 
Chaim Jacob Lipchitz

 . After producing cubist works such as 
Sailor with a Guitar

 (1914), he explored the interpenetration of solids and voids in his series of “transparent” sculptures of the 1920s.









lipectomy

 
/liˈpektəme, lī-/






noun




the surgical removal of fatty tissue, especially from the abdomen in obese people.













lipemia

 
/ləˈpēmēə /

 
lipaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the presence in the blood of an abnormally high concentration of emulsified fat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
lipos

 ‘fat’ + -emia
 .





Lipetsk

 
/ˈliˌpitsk/






an industrial city in southwestern Russia, on the Voronezh River; pop. 502,500 (est. 2008).









lip gloss

 
/ˈlipɡläːs /

 
lipgloss






noun




a cosmetic applied to the lips to provide a glossy finish, often tinted.













lipid

 
/ˈlipid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of organic compounds that are fatty acids or their derivatives and are insoluble in water but soluble in organic solvents. They include many natural oils, waxes, and steroids.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
lipide

 , based on Greek 
lipos

 ‘fat.’





lipidosis

 
/ˌlipəˈdōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disorder of lipid metabolism in the body tissues.













Lipizzaner

 
/ˈlipəˌzänər, ˌlipəˈtsänər /

 
Lippizaner





I.
 
noun




a horse of a fine white breed used especially in displays of dressage.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from 
Lippiza

 , site of the former Austrian Imperial stud near Trieste.





lipliner

 
/ˈlipˌlīnər/






noun




a cosmetic applied to the outline of the lips, mainly to prevent the unwanted spreading of lipstick or lipgloss.













lipo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to fat or other lipids




•
 
liposuction




•
 
lipoprotein.

















– origin

 from Greek 
lipos

 ‘fat.’






Li Po

 
/ˈlē ˈpō, ˈbō /

 
Li Bo
 , Li T'ai Po






(
AD

 701–62), Chinese poet.









lipodystrophy syndrome

 
/ˌlīpəˈdistrəfē, ˌlipə-/






noun




a metabolic disease in which fat distribution in the body becomes abnormal, often as a result of taking protease inhibitor drugs. Fat is lost from the face, arms, and legs, and is built up in other places, especially the breasts, abdomen, and back of the neck.













lipogenesis

 
/ˌlipōˈjenəsis, ˌlī-/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the metabolic formation of fat.








II.
 
derivatives





lipogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective





















lipogram

 
/ˈlipəˌɡram, ˈlī-/





I.
 
noun




a composition from which the writer systematically omits a certain letter or certain letters of the alphabet.








II.
 
derivatives





lipogrammatic

 
/ˌlipōɡrəˈmatik, ˌlī- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: back-formation from Greek 
lipogrammatos

 ‘lacking a letter,’ from 
lip-

 (stem of 
leipein

 ‘to leave (out)’) + 
gramma

 ‘letter.’





lipoid

 
/ˈliˌpoid ˈlīˌpoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or resembling fat.








II.
 
noun




a fatlike substance; a lipid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
lipos

 ‘fat’ + -oid
 .





lipolysis

 
/liˈpäləsis, lī-/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the breakdown of fats and other lipids by hydrolysis to release fatty acids.








II.
 
derivatives





lipolytic

 
/ˌlipəˈlitik, ˌlī- /






adjective





















lipoma

 
/liˈpōmə līˈpōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a benign tumor of fatty tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





lipomatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective





















lipophilic

 
/ˌlipəˈfilik, ˌlī-/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 tending to combine with or dissolve in lipids or fats.













lipopolysaccharide

 
/ˈlipōˌpälēˈsakəˌrīd, ˈlī-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a complex molecule containing both lipid and polysaccharide parts.













lipoprotein

 
/ˈlipəprōtēːn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of soluble proteins that combine with and transport fat or other lipids in the blood plasma.













liposculpture

 
/ˈlipōˌskəlpCHər, ˈlīpō-/






noun




the use of liposuction to accentuate specific bodily features.













liposome

 
/ˈlipəˌsōm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a minute spherical sac of phospholipid molecules enclosing a water droplet, especially as formed artificially to carry drugs or other substances into the tissues.













liposuction

 
/ˈlipōˌsəkSH(ə)n ˈlīpōˌsəkSH(ə)n/






noun




a technique in cosmetic surgery for removing excess fat from under the skin by suction.













lipotropin

 
/ˌlipəˈtrōpin, ˌlīpə- /

 
lipotrophin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the anterior pituitary gland. It promotes the release of fat reserves from the liver into the bloodstream.













Lippes loop

 
/ˌlipēz ˈlo͞op/





I.
 
noun




a type of intrauterine contraceptive device made of inert plastic in a double S-shape, which can be left in place for long periods.











– origin

 1960s: named after Jack 
Lippes

 (born 1924), American obstetrician.





Lippmann, Gabriel Jonas

 
/ˈlipmən/






(1845–1921), French physicist. He is best known for his production of the first fully orthochromatic color photograph in 1893.









Lippmann, Walter






(1889–1974), US journalist and essayist. He was a founder and associate editor of 
The New Republic

 (1914–17) and a columnist for the 
New York Herald Tribune

 (1931–61). Notable works: 
A Preface to Morals

 (1929), 
The Good Society

 (1937), and 
Western Unity and the Common Market

 (1962). His excellence in news analysis was recognized in 1958 by a Pulitzer Prize Special Citation.









lippy

 
/ˈlipē /

 

‹informal›







adjective



1.
 
insolent; impertinent.




2.
 
having prominent lips.













lip-read

 
/ˈliprēd /

 
lipread





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a deaf person) understand speech from observing a speaker's lip movements.








II.
 
derivatives





lip-reader

 
/ˈlipˌrēdər /






noun





















lipslide

 
/ˈlipslīd/






noun




(in skateboarding and snowboarding) a maneuver in which the board slides along a rail, ledge, edge of a ramp, etc., on the underside of the lip of the board at either the front or the back.













lipstick

 
/ˈlipˌstik/






noun




colored cosmetic applied to the lips from a small solid stick.













lipstick lesbian






noun






‹informal›

 a lesbian who favors a glamorous, traditionally feminine style.













lip-sync

 
/ˈlip ˌsiNGk /

 
lip-synch





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an actor or singer) move the lips silently in synchronization with a recorded soundtrack


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
several singers were alleged to have lip-synched their songs.














II.
 
derivatives





lip-syncer






noun





















Lipton, Sir Thomas

 
/ˈliptən/






(1850–1931), Scottish merchant and yachtsman; full name 
Sir Thomas Johnstone Lipton, 1st Baronet

 . He worked at a number of jobs in the US before he developed a chain of food stores in Scotland. He then invested in tea and coffee and had some of it packed in the US. Also noted for his yachts, he entered five of them (unsuccessfully) in the America's Cup races.









liq.






abbreviation



1.
 
liquid.




2.
 
liquor.




3.
 
(in prescriptions) solution.

[from Latin 
liquor

 .]













liquate

 
/ˈlīˌkwāt likˈwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Metallurgy]

 separate or purify (a metal) by melting it.








II.
 
derivatives





liquation

 
/līˈkwāSHən ləˈkwāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
liquat-

 ‘made liquid,’ from the verb 
liquare

 ; related to liquor
 .





liquefied petroleum gas

 
/ˈlikwəˌfīd pəˈtrōlēəm ɡas /

 
LPG






noun




a mixture of light gaseous hydrocarbons (ethane, propane, butane, etc.) made liquid by pressure and used as fuel.














liquefy

 
/ˈlikwəˌfī /

 
liquify





I.
 
verb




make or become liquid


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the minimum pressure required to liquefy a gas




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
as the fungus ripens, the cap turns black and liquefies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
liquefaction

 
/ˌlikwəˈfakSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
liquefactive

 
/ˌlikwəˈfaktiv /






adjective













3.
 
liquefiable

 
/ˈlikwəˌfīəb(ə)l /






adjective













4.
 
liquefier

 
/ˈlikwəˌfīr /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
liquéfier

 , from Latin 
liquefacere

 ‘make liquid,’ from 
liquere

 ‘be liquid.’





liquescent

 
/liˈkwes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 becoming or apt to become liquid.








II.
 
derivatives





liquescence






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
liquescent-

 ‘becoming liquid,’ from the verb 
liquescere

 (see liquefy
 ).






liqueur

 
/liˈkər liˈk(y)o͝or/





I.
 
noun




a strong, sweet alcoholic liquor, usually drunk after a meal.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, ‘liquor.’






liquid

 
/ˈlikwid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a consistency like that of water or oil, i.e., flowing freely but of constant volume.




2.
 
having the clear shimmer of water




•
 
looking into those liquid dark eyes.










3.
 
denoting a substance normally a gas that has been liquefied by cold or pressure




•
 
liquid oxygen.










4.
 
not fixed or stable; fluid.




5.
 
(of a sound) clear, pure, and flowing; harmonious




•
 
the liquid song of the birds.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant, typically 
l

 and 
r

 ) produced by allowing the airstream to flow over the sides of the tongue, and able to be prolonged like a vowel.




7.
 
(of assets) held in cash or easily converted into cash.




8.
 
having ready cash or liquid assets.




9.
 
(of a market) having a high volume of activity.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a liquid substance




•
 
drink plenty of liquids.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 a liquid consonant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
liquidly

 
/ˈlikwidlē /






adverb













2.
 
liquidness

 
/ˈlikwidnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
liquidus

 , from 
liquere

 ‘be liquid.’





liquidambar

 
/ˌlikwəˈdambər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deciduous North American and Asian tree with maplelike leaves and bright autumn colors, yielding aromatic resinous balsam.

[Genus 
Liquidambar

 , family 
Hamamelidaceae

 : several species, including 
L. orientalis

 of Asia, which yields liquid storax, and the sweet gum of North America.]




2.
 
liquid balsam obtained chiefly from the Asian liquidambar tree, used medicinally and in perfume.

Also called storax
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, apparently formed irregularly from Latin 
liquidus

 ‘liquid’ + medieval Latin 
ambar

 ‘amber.’





liquidate

 
/ˈlikwəˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wind up the affairs of (a company or firm) by ascertaining liabilities and apportioning assets.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a company) undergo liquidation.




3.
 
convert (assets) into cash




•
 
a plan to liquidate $10,000,000 worth of property over seven years.










4.
 
pay off (a debt).




5.
 
eliminate, typically by violent means; kill.








II.
 
derivatives





liquidation

 
/ˌlikwəˈdāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘set out (accounts) clearly’): from medieval Latin 
liquidat-

 ‘made clear,’ from the verb 
liquidare

 , from Latin 
liquidus

 (see liquid
 ). 
Sense

 1 was influenced by Italian 
liquidare

 and French 
liquider

 , 
sense

 2 by Russian 
likvidirovatʹ

 .





liquidator

 
/ˈlikwəˌdādər/






noun




a person appointed to wind up the affairs of a company or firm.













liquid crystal

 
/ˌlikwid ˈkristl/






noun




a substance that flows like a liquid but has some degree of ordering in the arrangement of its molecules.













liquid crystal display

 
/ˈˌlikwid ˌkristl dəˈsplā/






noun




a form of visual display used in electronic devices in which a layer of a liquid crystal is sandwiched between two transparent electrodes. The application of an electric current to a small area of the layer alters the alignment of its molecules, which affects its reflectivity or its transmission of polarized light and makes it opaque.













liquidity

 
/liˈkwidədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 the availability of liquid assets to a market or company.




2.
 


[Finance]

 liquid assets; cash.




3.
 


[Finance]

 a high volume of activity in a market.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
liquidité

 or medieval Latin 
liquiditas

 , from Latin 
liquidus

 (see liquid
 ).





liquidity ratio

 
/liˈkwidədē ˌrāSHō/






noun






[Finance]

 the ratio between the liquid assets and the liabilities of a bank or other institution.













liquidize

 
/ˈlikwəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for liquefy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





liquidizer

 
/ˈlikwəˌdīzər /






noun





















liquid lunch

 
/ˈlikwid lənCH/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a drinking session at lunchtime sometimes taking the place of a meal.













liquid measure

 
/ˌlikwid ˈmeZHər/






noun




a unit for measuring the volume of liquids.













liquid paraffin

 
/ˌlikwid ˈperəfən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a colorless, odorless oily liquid consisting of a mixture of hydrocarbons obtained from petroleum, used as a laxative.













liquid refreshment






noun




something to drink, especially alcohol




•
 
thirsty consumers looking for liquid refreshment.



















liquidus

 
/ˈlikwidəs/





I.
 
noun




(also 
liquidus curve

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a curve in a graph of the temperature and composition of a mixture, above which the substance is entirely liquid.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘liquid.’






liquor

 
/ˈlikər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
alcoholic drink, especially distilled spirits.




2.
 
a liquid produced or used in a process of some kind, in particular




3.
 
water used in brewing.




4.
 
liquid in which something has been steeped or cooked.




5.
 
liquid that drains from food during cooking.




6.
 
the liquid from which a substance has been crystallized or extracted.








II.
 
verb

 — (
be

 or 
get liquored up

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be or get drunk.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting liquid or something to drink): from Old French 
lic(o)ur

 , from Latin 
liquor

 ; related to 
liquare

 ‘liquefy,’ 
liquere

 ‘be fluid.’





liquorish

 
/ˈlik(ə)riSH/





I.
 
adjective




archaic form of lickerish
 .








II.
 
derivatives





liquorishness






noun





















lira

 
/ˈlērə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Italy (until replaced by the euro in 2002), notionally equal to 100 centesimos.




2.
 
the basic monetary unit of Turkey, equal to 100 kurus.











– origin

 Italian, from Provençal 
liura

 , from Latin 
libra

 ‘pound.’





liriodendron

 
/ˌlirēəˈdendrən/





I.
 
noun




a tree of a small genus that includes the tulip tree.

[Genus 
Liriodendron

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
leirion

 ‘lily’ + 
dendron

 ‘tree.’





liripipe

 
/ˈlirəˌpīp/





I.
 
noun




a long tail hanging from the back of a hood, especially in medieval or academic dress.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
liripipium

 ‘tippet of a hood, cord,’ of unknown origin.





Lisbon

 
/ˈlizbən/






the capital and chief port of Portugal, on the Atlantic coast at the mouth of the Tagus River; pop. 499,700 (2007). Portuguese name 
Lisboa

 .









lisente

 
/ləˈsen(t)ē/






plural form of sente
 .









lisle

 
/līl /

 
lisle thread





I.
 
noun




a fine, smooth cotton thread used especially for hosiery.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
Lisle

 , former spelling of Lille
 , the original place of manufacture.





lisp

 
/lisp/





I.
 
noun




a speech defect in which 
s

 is pronounced like 
th

 in 
thick

 and 
z

 is pronounced like 
th

 in 
this

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak with a lisp.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lisper






noun













2.
 
lispingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
wlispian

 (recorded in 
āwlyspian

 ), from 
wlisp

 (adjective) ‘lisping,’ of imitative origin; compare with Dutch 
lispen

 and German 
lispeln

 .





Lisp

 
/lisp /

 
LISP





I.
 
noun




a high-level computer programming language devised for list processing.











– origin

 1950s: from 
lis(t) p(rocessor)

 .





lis pendens

 
/ˌlis ˈpendenz/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a pending legal action, or a formal notice of this.











– origin

 Latin.





Lissajous figure

 
/ˈlēsəˌZHo͞o, ˌlēsəˈZHo͞o/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 any of a number of characteristic looped or curved figures traced out by a point undergoing two independent simple harmonic motions at right angles with frequencies in a simple ratio.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Jules A. 
Lissajous

 (1822–80), French physicist.





lissome

 
/ˈlisəm /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 lissom





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their body) thin, supple, and graceful.








II.
 
derivatives





lissomeness






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: contraction, from lithe
 + -some
 1
 .






list1


 
/list/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of connected items or names written or printed consecutively, typically one below the other




•
 
consult the list of drugs on page 326




•
 
writing a shopping list




•
 


‹figurative›

 tourism is at the top of the list of potential job creators.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a formal structure analogous to a list by which items of data can be stored or processed in a definite order.




3.
 
(
lists

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 barriers enclosing an area for a jousting tournament.




4.
 
the scene of a contest or combat.




5.
 
a selvage of a piece of fabric.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a list of




•
 
I have listed four reasons below.










2.
 
include or enter in a list




•
 
93 men were still listed as missing.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
list at/for

 )
 — be on a list of products at (a specified price)




•
 
the bottom-of-the-line Mercedes lists for $52,050.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 enlist for military service.








III.
 
phrases





enter the lists






issue or accept a challenge.












IV.
 
derivatives





listable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old English 
liste

 ‘border,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lijst

 and German 
Leiste

 . 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun is late Middle English, from Old French 
lisse

 ; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun is late 16th cent., from French 
liste

 , of Germanic origin.






list2


 
/list/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ship) lean to one side, typically because of a leak or unbalanced cargo.

Compare with heel
 2
 .








II.
 
noun




an instance of a ship leaning to one side.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





list3


 
/list /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
want; like




•
 
let them think what they list.














II.
 
noun




desire; inclination




•
 
I have little list to write.

















– origin

 Old English 
lystan

 (verb), of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘pleasure.’





listbox

 
/ˈlis(t)bäks/






noun






[Computing]

 a box on the screen that contains a list of options, only one of which can be selected.













listed

 
/ˈlistid/






adjective



1.
 
admitted for trading on a stock exchange




•
 
listed securities.










2.
 
represented in a telephone directory.













listel

 
/ˈlistəl/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a narrow strip with a flat surface running between moldings.

Also called fillet
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
listello

 , diminutive of 
lista

 ‘strip, band.’





listen

 
/ˈlis(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give one's attention to a sound




•
 
evidently he was not listening




•
 
sit and 
listen to

 the radio.










2.
 
take notice of and act on what someone says; respond to advice or a request




•
 
I told her over and over again, but she wouldn't listen.










3.
 
make an effort to hear something; be alert and ready to hear something




•
 
they 
listened for

 sounds from the baby's room.










4.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (also 
listen up

 )
 — used to urge someone to pay attention to what one is going to say




•
 
listen, I've got an idea.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of listening to something.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





listen in





a.
 
listen to a private conversation, often secretly.




b.
 
use a radio receiving set to listen to a broadcast or conversation.















– origin

 Old English 
hlysnan

 ‘pay attention to,’ of Germanic origin.





listenable

 
/ˈlis(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




easy or pleasant to listen to.








II.
 
derivatives





listenability

 
/ˌlis(ə)nəˈbilitē /






noun





















listener

 
/ˈlis(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
a person who listens, especially someone who does so in an attentive manner.




2.
 
a person listening to a radio station or program.













listening post

 
/ˈlisniNG ˌpōst/






noun



1.
 
a station for intercepting electronic communications.




2.
 
a point near an enemy's lines for detecting movements by sound.













lister

 
/ˈlistər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a plow with a double moldboard.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late 18th-cent. 
list

 ‘prepare land for a crop’ (see list
 1
 , -er
 1
 ).






Lister, Joseph

 
/ˈlistər/






1st Baron (1827–1912), English surgeon, inventor of antiseptic techniques in surgery. He realized the significance of Louis Pasteur's germ theory in connection with sepsis, and in 1865 he used carbolic acid dressings on patients who had undergone surgery.









listeria

 
/ləˈstirēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of bacterium that infects humans and other warm-blooded animals through contaminated food.

[
Listeria monocytogenes

 ; motile aerobic Gram-positive rods.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 food poisoning or other disease caused by infection with listeria; listeriosis.











– origin

 1940s: modern Latin, named after Joseph 
Lister

 (see Lister, Joseph
 ).





listeriosis

 
/ləˌstirēˈōsəs/






noun




disease caused by infection with listeria.













listicle

 
/ˈlistək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a piece of writing or other content presented wholly or partly in the form of a list




•
 
a recent BuzzFeed listicle called “21 Pictures That Will Restore Your Faith in Humanity” has attracted more than 13 million views.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of list
 1
 and article
 .





listing

 
/ˈlistiNG/






noun



1.
 
a list or catalog.




2.
 
the drawing up of a list.




3.
 
an entry in a list or register.




4.
 
a selvage of a piece of fabric.













listless

 
/ˈlis(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their manner) lacking energy or enthusiasm




•
 
bouts of listless depression.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
listlessly

 
/ˈlis(t)lislē /






adverb













2.
 
listlessness

 
/ˈlis(t)ləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from obsolete 
list

 ‘appetite, desire’ + -less
 .





Liston, Sonny

 
/ˈlistən/






(1932–70), US heavyweight boxing champion; born 
Charles Liston

 . He defeated Floyd Patterson for the world heavyweight championship in 1962 but lost the title to Muhammad Ali (then Cassius Clay) in 1964.









list price

 
/ˈlis(t) ˌprīs/






noun




the price of an article as shown in a list issued by the manufacturer or by the general body of manufacturers of the particular class of goods.













list processing






noun






[Computing]

 the manipulation of data organized as lists.













LISTSERV

 
/ˈlis(t)sərv/






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 an application that distributes messages to subscribers on an electronic mailing list.




2.
 
(also 
listserv

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 an electronic mailing list.













Liszt, Franz

 
/list/





I.
 
(1811–86), Hungarian composer and pianist. He was a key figure in the romantic movement; many of his piano compositions combine lyricism with great technical complexity, while his 12 symphonic poems 1848–58 created a new musical form.




II.
 
derivatives





Lisztian

 
/-tēən /






adjective, noun





















lit1


 
/lit/






past and past participle of light
 1
 , light
 3
 .









lit2


 
/lit/






adjective






‹informal›

 drunk.













lit.






abbreviation



1.
 
liter or liters.




2.
 
literal or literally.




3.
 
literary or literature.













Li T'ai Po

 
/ˈlē ˈtī ˈbō, ˈpō/






variant of Li Po
 .









litany

 
/ˈlitnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of petitions for use in church services or processions, usually recited by the clergy and responded to in a recurring formula by the people.




2.
 
a tedious recital or repetitive series




•
 
a litany of complaints.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
letanie

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
litaneia

 ‘prayer,’ from 
litē

 ‘supplication.’





litas

 
/ˈlēˌtäs/






noun




the basic monetary unit of Lithuania, equal to 100 centas.













LitB





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Letters.




2.
 
Bachelor of Literature.











– origin

 from Latin 
Literarum Baccalaureus

 .





litchi

 
/ˈlēCHē /

 
lychee
 , lichee





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small rounded fruit with sweet white scented flesh, a large central stone, and a thin rough skin. Also called 
litchi nut

 when dried.




2.
 
the Chinese tree that bears the litchi fruit.

[
Nephelium litchi

 (or 
Litchi chinensis

 ), family 
Sapindaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Chinese 
lìzhī

 .





lit crit

 
/ˈlit ˌkrit/






abbreviation




literary criticism.













LitD





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Letters.




2.
 
Doctor of Literature.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Literarum Doctor

 .





lite

 
/līt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to low-fat or low-sugar versions of manufactured food or drink products




•
 
lite beer.










2.
 
[often 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting a simpler or less challenging version of a particular thing or person




•
 
a sort of newspaper lite—a snappy tabloid filled with shorter news pieces and extra sports and entertainment




•
 
the film was dismissed by many of the more serious critics as Woody Allen lite.














II.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 beer with relatively few calories.











– origin

 1950s: a commercial respelling of light
 1
 , light
 2
 .






-lite





I.
 
suffix




forming names of rocks, minerals, and fossils




•
 
rhyolite




•
 
zeolite.

















– origin

 from French, from Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





liter

 
/ˈlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 litre
 , l





I.
 
noun




a metric unit of capacity, formerly defined as the volume of 1 kilogram of water under standard conditions, now equal to 1,000 cubic centimeters (about 1.75 pints).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
litre

 , alteration of 
litron

 (an obsolete measure of capacity), via medieval Latin from Greek 
litra

 , a Sicilian monetary unit.





literacy

 
/ˈlidərəsē ˈlitrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to read and write.




2.
 
competence or knowledge in a specified area




•
 
wine literacy can't be taught in three hours.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from literate
 , on the pattern of 
illiteracy

 .






Literae Humaniores

 
/ˈlitəˌrī hyo͞oˌmanēˈōˌrāz, ˈlitərē, -ˈôrˌēz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the honors course in classics, philosophy, and ancient history at Oxford University.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘the more humane studies.’





literal

 
/ˈlidərəl ˈlitrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
taking words in their usual or most basic sense without metaphor or allegory




•
 
dreadful in its literal sense, full of dread.










2.
 
free from exaggeration or distortion




•
 
you shouldn't take this as a literal record of events.










3.
 


‹informal›

 absolute (used to emphasize that a strong expression is deliberately chosen to convey one's feelings)




•
 
fifteen years of literal hell.










4.
 
(of a translation) representing the exact words of the original text.




5.
 
(of a visual representation) exactly copied; realistic as opposed to abstract or impressionistic.




6.
 
(also 
literal-minded

 )
 — (of a person or performance) lacking imagination; prosaic.




7.
 
of, in, or expressed by a letter or the letters of the alphabet




•
 
literal mnemonics.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
[Printing]

 a misprint of a letter.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
literality

 
/ˌlitəˈralətē /






noun













2.
 
literalize

 
/ˈlidərəˌlīz ˈlitrəˌlīz /






verb













3.
 
literalness

 
/ˈlidərəlnəs ˈlitrəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
litteralis

 , from Latin 
littera

 (see letter
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at literally
 .





literalism

 
/ˈlidərəlizəm ˈlitrəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the interpretation of words in their usual or most basic sense




•
 
biblical literalism.










2.
 
literal representation in literature or art.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
literalist

 
/ˈlidərələst ˈlitrələst /






noun













2.
 
literalistic

 
/ˌlitərəˈlistik, ˌlitrə- /






adjective





















literally

 
/ˈlidərəlē ˈlitrəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a literal manner or sense; exactly




•
 
the driver 
took it literally

 when asked to go straight across the traffic circle




•
 
tiramisu, literally translated “pick me up.”










2.
 


‹informal›

 used for emphasis or to express strong feeling while not being literally true




•
 
I have received literally thousands of letters.

















usage:

 In its standard use, 
literally

 means ‘in a literal sense, as opposed to a nonliteral or exaggerated sense’: I told him I never wanted to see him again, but I didn't expect him to take it 
literally

 . In recent years, an extended use of 
literally

 (and also 
literal

 ) has become very common, where 
literally

 (or 
literal

 ) is used deliberately in nonliteral contexts, for added effect: they bought the car and 
literally

 ran it into the ground. This use can lead to unintentional humorous effects (we were 
literally

 killing ourselves laughing) and is not acceptable in formal English.





literary

 
/ˈlidəˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — concerning the writing, study, or content of literature, especially of the kind valued for quality of form




•
 
the great literary works of the nineteenth century.










2.
 
concerned with literature as a profession




•
 
it was signed by such literary figures as Maya Angelou.










3.
 
(of language) associated with literary works or other formal writing; having a marked style intended to create a particular emotional effect.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
literarily

 
/ˈlidəˌrerəlē /






adverb













2.
 
literariness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the letters of the alphabet’): from Latin 
litterarius

 , from 
littera

 (see letter
 ).





literary agent

 
/ˈlidəˌrerē ˈājənt/






noun




a professional agent who acts on behalf of an author in dealing with publishers and others involved in promoting the author's work.













literary criticism

 
/ˈlidəˌrerē ˈkridəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




the art or practice of judging and commenting on the qualities and character of literary works.

Modern critics tend to pass over the concerns of earlier centuries, such as formal categories or the place of moral or aesthetic value; some analyze texts as self-contained entities, in isolation from external factors, while others discuss them in terms of spheres such as biography, history, Marxism, or feminism. Since the 1950s, the concepts of meaning and authorship have been explored or questioned by structuralism, poststructuralism, postmodernism, and deconstruction.








II.
 
derivatives





literary critic






noun





















literary executor






noun




a person entrusted with a dead writer's papers and copyrighted and unpublished works.














literate

 
/ˈlidərət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) able to read and write.




2.
 
having or showing education or knowledge, typically in a specified area




•
 
we need people who are economically and politically literate.














II.
 
noun




a literate person.








III.
 
derivatives





literately






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
litteratus

 , from 
littera

 (see letter
 ).






literati

 
/ˌlidəˈrädē/





I.
 
plural noun




well-educated people who are interested in literature.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
literatus

 ‘acquainted with letters,’ from 
littera

 (see letter
 ).






literatim

 
/ˌlitəˈrātim, -ˈrät-/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 (of the copying of a text) letter by letter.











– origin

 from medieval Latin.





literature

 
/ˈlidərəCHər ˈlidərəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
written works, especially those considered of superior or lasting artistic merit




•
 
a great work of literature.










2.
 
books and writings published on a particular subject




•
 
the 
literature on

 environmental epidemiology.










3.
 
leaflets and other printed matter used to advertise products or give advice.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘knowledge of books’): via French from Latin 
litteratura

 , from 
littera

 (see letter
 ).





lith

 
/liTH/





I.
 
noun




photographic film with a very thin coat of emulsion, producing images of high contrast and density.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of lithography
 , lithographic
 .






-lith





I.
 
suffix




denoting types of stone




•
 
laccolith




•
 
monolith.

















– origin

 from Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





litharge

 
/ˈliTHärj liˈTHärj/





I.
 
noun




lead monoxide, especially a red form used as a pigment and in glass and ceramics.

[Chem. formula: PbO.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
litarge

 , via Latin from Greek 
litharguros

 , from 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + 
arguros

 ‘silver.’






lithe

 
/līT͟H /

 
lithesome





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person's body) thin, supple, and graceful.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lithely

 
/ˈlīT͟Hlē /






adverb













2.
 
litheness

 
/ˈlīT͟Hnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
līthe

 ‘gentle, meek,’ also ‘mellow,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
lind

 ‘soft, gentle.’






lithia

 
/ˈliTHēə/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 lithium oxide, a white alkaline solid.

[Chem. formula: Li2
 O.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, alteration of earlier 
lithion

 , from Greek, neuter of 
litheios

 , from 
lithos

 ‘stone,’ on the pattern of words such as 
soda

 .





lithiasis

 
/ləˈTHīəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the formation of stony concretions (calculi) in the body, most often in the gallbladder or urinary system.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, based on Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





lithic

 
/ˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Archaeology]

 
[Geology]

 of the nature of or relating to stone.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹dated›

 relating to calculi.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
lithikos

 , from 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





lithify

 
/ˈliTHəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 transform (a sediment or other material) into stone.








II.
 
derivatives





lithification

 
/ˌliTHəfiˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -fy
 .





lithium

 
/ˈliTHēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Li

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 3, a soft silver-white metal. It is the lightest of the alkali metals.




2.
 
lithium carbonate or another lithium salt, used as a mood-stabilizing drug.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from lithia
 + -ium
 .





litho

 
/ˈlīTHō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




short for lithography
 or lithograph
 .








II.
 
adjective




short for lithographic
 .








III.
 
verb




short for lithograph
 .














litho-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or relating to stone




•
 
lithosol.










2.
 
relating to a calculus




•
 
lithotomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





lithog.






abbreviation



1.
 
lithograph.




2.
 
lithography.














lithograph

 
/ˈliTHəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a lithographic print.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print by lithography


(as 
adj.

 
lithographed

 )


•
 
a set of lithographed drawings.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from lithography
 .






lithographic

 
/ˌliTHəˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or produced by lithography




•
 
lithographic prints.














II.
 
derivatives





lithographically

 
/ˌliTHəˈɡrafək(ə)lē /






adverb






















lithography

 
/ləˈTHäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of printing from a flat surface treated so as to repel the ink except where it is required for printing.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 an analogous method for making printed circuits.





The earliest forms of lithography used greasy ink to form an image on a piece of limestone that was then etched with acid and treated with gum arabic. In a modern press, rollers transfer ink to a thin aluminum plate wrapped around a cylinder. In 
offset lithography

 the image is transferred to an intermediate rubber-covered cylinder before being printed.




II.
 
derivatives





lithographer

 
/ləˈTHäɡrəfər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Lithographie

 (see litho-
 , -graphy
 ).






lithology

 
/ləˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the general physical characteristics of rocks.

Compare with petrology
 .




2.
 
the general physical characteristics of a rock or the rocks in a particular area




•
 
the lithology of South Dakota.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lithologic

 
/ˌliTHəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
lithological

 
/ˌliTHəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
lithologically

 
/ˌliTHəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















lithophyte

 
/ˈliTHəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a plant that grows on bare rock or stone.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a polyp with a calcareous skeleton; a stony coral.








II.
 
derivatives





lithophytic

 
/ˌliTHəˈfitik /






adjective





















lithopone

 
/ˈliTHəˌpōn/





I.
 
noun




a white pigment made from zinc sulfide and barium sulfate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from litho-
 ‘stone, crystals’ + Greek 
ponos

 ‘(thing) produced by work.’





lithosphere

 
/ˈliTHəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the rigid outer part of the earth, consisting of the crust and upper mantle.








II.
 
derivatives





lithospheric

 
/ˌliTHəˈsferik, -ˈsfi(ə)r- /






adjective





















lithotomy

 
/ləˈTHädəmē/





I.
 
noun




surgical removal of a calculus (stone) from the bladder, kidney, or urinary tract.








II.
 
derivatives





lithotomist

 
/-mist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
lithotomia

 (see litho-
 , -tomy
 ).





lithotomy position






noun




a supine position of the body with the legs separated, flexed, and supported in raised stirrups, originally used for lithotomy and later also for childbirth.













lithotripsy

 
/ˈliTHəˌtripsē/





I.
 
noun






[Surgery]

 a treatment, typically using ultrasound shock waves, by which a kidney stone or other calculus is broken into small particles that can be passed out by the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lithotripter

 
/-ˌtriptər /






noun













2.
 
lithotriptic

 
/ˌliTHəˈtriptik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from litho-
 ‘of stone’ + Greek 
tripsis

 ‘rubbing,’ from 
tribein

 ‘to rub.’





lithotrity

 
/ləˈTHätrədē/





I.
 
noun






[Surgery]

 a surgical procedure involving the mechanical breaking down of gallstones or other calculi.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from litho-
 ‘of stone’ + Latin 
tritor

 ‘thing that rubs’ + -y
 3
 .





Lithuania

 
/ˌliTHəˈwānēə/





I.
 
a country on the southeastern shore of the Baltic Sea; pop. 3,555,200 (est. 2009); capital, Vilnius; languages, Lithuanian (official), Russian, Polish.





Lithuania was absorbed into the Russian empire in 1795, having been united with Poland from 1386. It was declared an independent republic in 1918, but in 1940 was annexed by the Soviet Union as a constituent republic. In 1991, on the breakup of the Soviet Union, Lithuania became an independent republic once again. In 2004 it joined both NATO and the EU.





Lithuanian

 
/ˌliTHəˈwānēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Lithuania or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or citizen of Lithuania, or a person of Lithuanian descent.




2.
 
the Baltic language of Lithuania.













litigant

 
/ˈlidəɡənt/





I.
 
noun




a person involved in a lawsuit.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 involved in a lawsuit




•
 
the parties litigant.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
litigant-

 ‘carrying on a lawsuit,’ from the verb 
litigare

 (see litigate
 ).






litigate

 
/ˈlidəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go to law; be a party to a lawsuit.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (a claim or a dispute) to a court of law.








II.
 
derivatives





litigator

 
/-ˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
litigat-

 ‘disputed in a lawsuit,’ from the verb 
litigare

 , from 
lis

 , 
lit-

 ‘lawsuit.’





litigation

 
/ˌlidəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the process of taking legal action




•
 
the company wishes to avoid litigation.














II.
 
derivatives





litigative

 
/ˈlitəˌɡātiv /






adjective





















litigious

 
/ləˈtijəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with lawsuits or litigation.




2.
 
unreasonably prone to go to law to settle disputes.




3.
 
suitable to become the subject of a lawsuit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
litigiously






adverb













2.
 
litigiousness

 
/ləˈtijəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
litigieux

 or Latin 
litigiosus

 , from 
litigium

 ‘litigation,’ from 
lis

 , 
lit-

 ‘lawsuit.’





litmus

 
/ˈlitməs/





I.
 
noun




a dye obtained from certain lichens that is red under acid conditions and blue under alkaline conditions.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
lit-mosi

 , from 
litr

 ‘dye’ + 
mosi

 ‘moss.’





litmus paper

 
/ˈlitməs ˌpāpər/






noun




paper stained with litmus, used to indicate the acidity or alkalinity of a substance. Blue litmus paper turns red under acid conditions, and red litmus paper turns blue under alkaline conditions.













litmus test

 
/ˈlitməs ˌtest/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a test for acidity or alkalinity using litmus.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a decisively indicative test




•
 
opposition to the nomination became a litmus test for political support of candidates.



















litoptern

 
/līˈtäpˌtərn/





I.
 
noun




an extinct South American hoofed mammal resembling a horse or camel, found from the Paleocene to the Pleistocene epochs.

[Order 
Litopterna

 : several families.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Litopterna

 , from Greek 
litos

 ‘smooth’ + 
pternē

 ‘heel bone.’






litotes

 
/ˈlīdəˌtēz līˈtōdēz ˈlidəˌtēz/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 ironical understatement in which an affirmative is expressed by the negative of its contrary (e.g., 
you won't be sorry

 , meaning 
you'll be glad

 ).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
litotēs

 , from 
litos

 ‘plain, meager.’





LittB





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Letters.




2.
 
Bachelor of Literature.











– origin

 from Latin 
Literarum Baccalaureus

 .





LittD





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Letters.




2.
 
Doctor of Literature.











– origin

 from Latin 
Litterarum Doctor

 .





litter

 
/ˈlidər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
trash, such as paper, cans, and bottles, that is left lying in an open or public place




•
 
fines for dropping litter.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an untidy collection of things lying about




•
 
a litter of sleeping bags on the floor.










3.
 
the group of young animals born to an animal at one time




•
 
a litter of five kittens.










4.
 
material forming a surface-covering layer, in particular




5.
 
(also 
cat litter

 )
 — granular absorbent material lining a tray where a cat can urinate and defecate when indoors.




6.
 
straw or other plant matter used as bedding for animals.




7.
 
(also 
leaf litter

 )
 — decomposing but recognizable leaves and other debris forming a layer on top of the soil, especially in forests.




8.
 


‹historical›

 a vehicle containing a bed or seat enclosed by curtains and carried on men's shoulders or by animals.




9.
 
a stretcher, for transporting the sick and wounded.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a place) untidy with rubbish or a large number of objects left lying about




•
 
clothes and newspapers littered the floor.










2.
 
(usu. 
be littered

 )
 — leave (rubbish or a number of objects) lying untidily in a place




•
 
there was broken glass littered about.










3.
 
(usu. 
be littered with

 )
 — fill (a text, history, etc.) with examples of something unpleasant




•
 
news pages have been littered with doom and gloom about company collapses.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 provide (a horse or other animal) with litter as bedding.








III.
 
derivatives





litterer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
litiere

 , from medieval Latin 
lectaria

 , from Latin 
lectus

 ‘bed.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





littérateur

 
/ˌlidərəˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a person who is interested in and knowledgeable about literature.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French.





litter box






noun




a box or tray containing granular absorbent material into which a cat can urinate or defecate.













litterbug

 
/ˈlidərˌbəɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who carelessly drops litter in a public place.













littermate

 
/ˈlidərˌmāt/






noun




one member of a pair or group of animals born in the same litter




•
 
he will now eat straight from the saucer with the rest of his littermates.




















little

 
/ˈlidl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
small in size, amount, or degree (often used to convey an appealing diminutiveness or express an affectionate or condescending attitude)




•
 
the plants will grow into little bushes




•
 
a little puppy dog




•
 
a boring little man




•
 
he's a good little worker.










2.
 
(of a person) young or younger




•
 
my little brother




•
 
when she was little she was always getting into scrapes.










3.
 
denoting something, especially a place, that is named after a similar larger one




•
 
New York's Little Italy.










4.
 
used in names of animals and plants that are smaller than related kinds, e.g., little grebe.




5.
 
of short distance or duration




•
 
stay for a little while




•
 
we climbed up a little way.










6.
 
relatively unimportant; trivial (often used ironically)




•
 
we have a little problem




•
 
I can't remember every little detail.














II.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
(
a little

 )
 — a small amount of


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
we got a little help from my sister




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
you only see 
a little of

 what he can do.










2.
 
[
pronoun

 ]
 — a short time or distance




•
 
after a little, the rain stopped.










3.
 
used to emphasize how small an amount is


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
I have little doubt of their identity




•
 
there was very little time to be lost




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
he ate and drank very little




•
 
the ruble is worth so little these days.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
(
a little

 )
 — to a small extent




•
 
he reminded me a little of my parents




•
 
I was always a little afraid of her.










2.
 
(used for emphasis) only to a small extent; not much or often




•
 
he was little known in this country




•
 
he had slept little these past weeks.










3.
 
hardly or not at all




•
 


little did he know

 what wheels he was putting into motion.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in little








‹archaic›

 on a small scale; in miniature.









2.
 
little by little






by degrees; gradually




•
 
little by little the money dried up.















3.
 
little or nothing






hardly anything.









4.
 
make little of






treat as unimportant




•
 
they made little of their royal connection.















5.
 
no little






considerable




•
 
a factor of no little importance.















6.
 
not a little





a.
 
a great deal (of); much




•
 
not a little consternation was caused.










b.
 
very




•
 
it was not a little puzzling.















7.
 
quite a little





a.
 
a fairly large amount of




•
 
some spoke quite a little English.










b.
 
a considerable




•
 
it turned out to be quite a little bonanza.


















V.
 
derivatives





littleness

 
/ˈlidlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lȳtel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
luttel

 , German dialect 
lützel

 .





Little Ararat






see Ararat, Mount
 .









little auk

 
/ˈlidl ˌôk/






noun




British term for dovekie
 .













Little Bear

 
/ˈlidl ˌber/






the constellation Ursa Minor.









Little Bighorn, Battle of

 
/ˈbiɡˌhôrn/






a battle in which General George Custer and his forces were defeated by Sioux and Cheyenne warriors on June 25, 1876, popularly known as Custer's Last Stand. It took place in the valley of the Little Bighorn River in Montana.









Little Bighorn River

 
/ˌlidl ˌbiɡhôrn ˈrivər/






a river in northern Wyoming and southeastern Montana, scene of the 1876 defeat of George Custer's cavalry by Cheyenne and Sioux warriors.









Little Corporal






a nickname for Napoleon.









Little Dipper

 

‹Astronomy›







the seven brightest stars of the constellation Ursa Minor.









Little Englander

 
/ˌlidl ˈiNG(ɡ)ləndər/





I.
 
noun




a person who opposes an international role or policy for Britain.








II.
 
derivatives





Little Englandism

 
/-ˌdizəm /






noun






















little finger

 
/ˈlidl ˌfiNGɡər/





I.
 
noun




the smallest finger, at the outer end of the hand, farthest from the thumb.








II.
 
phrases





twist (or wrap or wind) someone around one's little finger






have the ability to make someone do whatever one wants.

















little grebe






noun




a small, puffy-looking Old World grebe with a short neck and bill and a trilling call.

[Genus 
Tachybaptus

 , family 
Podicipedidae

 : three species, in particular the widespread 
T. ruficollis

 (also called dabchick
 ).]













little hours






plural noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) the offices of prime, terce, sext, and none.













little ice age






noun




a period of colder climate and increased glaciation occurring between warmer periods, in particular one such period which reached its peak during the 17th century.













Little League





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 youth baseball or softball under the auspices of an organization founded in 1939, for children up to age 12.








II.
 
derivatives





Little Leaguer






noun





















little man






noun



1.
 
a person who conducts business or life on a small or ordinary scale; an average person.




2.
 


‹dated›

 used as a form of address to a young boy.













Little Missouri River






a river that flows for 560 miles (900 km) from Wyoming, through Montana and the Dakotas, to the Missouri River.









Little Ouse






another name for Ouse
 (
sense

 4).









little owl

 
/ˈlidl oul/






noun




a small owl with speckled plumage, native to Eurasia and Africa.

[
Athene noctua

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













little people

 
/ˈlidl ˈpēpəl/






plural noun



1.
 
the ordinary people in a country, organization, etc., who do not have much power.




2.
 
small supernatural creatures such as fairies and leprechauns.













Little Rock






the capital of Arkansas, located in the central part of the state, on the Arkansas River; pop. 189,515 (est. 2008).









Little Russian






noun, adjective




former term for Ukrainian
 .













little theater






noun




a small independent theater used for experimental or avant-garde drama, or for noncommercial community productions.














Little Tibet






another name for Baltistan
 .









little toe






noun




the smallest toe, on the outer side of the foot.













Littleton

 
/ˈlidltən/






an industrial city in north central Colorado, south of Denver, scene of a shooting at Columbine High School in April 1999 in which 15 (including the two student gunmen) died and 21 were wounded; pop. 40,777 (est. 2008).









Little Turtle






(c.1752–1812), American Indian leader, chief of the Miami. He was successful in raids on settlers in the Northwest Territory until several defeats forced him to sign the Treaty of Greenville (Ohio) in 1795.









littoral

 
/ˈlidərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or situated on the shore of the sea or a lake




•
 
the littoral states of the Indian Ocean.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the zone of the seashore between high- and low-water marks, or the zone near a lake shore with rooted vegetation




•
 
limpets and other littoral mollusks.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a region lying along a shore




•
 
irrigated regions of the Mediterranean littoral.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 the littoral zone.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
littoralis

 , from 
litus

 , 
litor-

 ‘shore.’





Littré, Émile

 
/lēˈtrā/






(1801–81), French lexicographer and philosopher. He was the author of the major 
Dictionnaire de la langue française

 (1863–77). A follower of Auguste Comte, he became the leading exponent of positivism after Comte's death.









liturgical

 
/ləˈtərjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to liturgy or public worship.








II.
 
derivatives





liturgically

 
/ləˈtərjək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
leitourgikos

 (see liturgy
 ) + -al
 .






liturgics

 
/ləˈtərjiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of liturgies.













liturgiology

 
/ləˌtərjēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




another term for liturgics
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
liturgiological

 
/-jēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
liturgiologist






noun






















liturgy

 
/ˈlidərjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form or formulary according to which public religious worship, especially Christian worship, is conducted.




2.
 
a religious service conducted according to a liturgy.




3.
 
(
the Liturgy

 )
 — the Eucharistic service of the Eastern Orthodox Church (also called 
the Divine Liturgy

 ).




4.
 
(in ancient Athens) a public office or duty performed voluntarily by a rich Athenian.








II.
 
derivatives





liturgist

 
/ˈlidərjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French or late Latin from Greek 
leitourgia

 ‘public service, worship of the gods,’ from 
leitourgos

 ‘minister,’ from 
lēitos

 ‘public’ + 
-ergos

 ‘working.’





Liuzhou

 
/ˌlio͞oˈjō /

 
Liuchow






an industrial city in southern China, in Guangxi Zhuang province, northeast of Nanning; pop. 871,600 (est. 2006).









livable

 
/ˈlivəb(ə)l /

 
liveable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
worth living; enjoyable




•
 
fatherhood makes life more livable.










2.
 
(of an environment or climate) fit to live in




•
 
one of the most livable cities in the world.














II.
 
derivatives





livability

 
/ˌlivəˈbilədē /






noun






















live1


 
/liv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain alive




•
 
the doctors said she had only six months to live




•
 
both cats lived to a ripe age.










2.
 
be alive at a specified time




•
 
he lived four centuries ago.










3.
 
spend one's life in a particular way or under particular circumstances




•
 
people are living in fear in the wake of the shootings




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he was living a life of luxury in Australia.










4.
 
supply oneself with the means of subsistence




•
 
they 
live by

 hunting and fishing.










5.
 
survive in someone's mind; be remembered




•
 
only the name 
lived on

 .










6.
 
have an exciting or fulfilling life




•
 
he couldn't wait to get out of school and really start living.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make one's home in a particular place or with a particular person




•
 
I've lived in New England all my life




•
 
they lived with his grandparents.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as I live and breathe






used, especially in spoken English, to express one's surprise at coming across someone or something




•
 
good Lord, Jack Stone, as I live and breathe!















2.
 
be living on borrowed time






see borrow
 .









3.
 
live and breathe something






be extremely interested in or enthusiastic about a particular subject or activity and so devote a great deal of one's time to it




•
 
they live and breathe Italy and all things Italian.















4.
 
live and let live








‹proverb›

 you should tolerate the opinions and behavior of others so that they will similarly tolerate your own.









5.
 
live by one's wits






see wit
 1
 .









6.
 
live dangerously






do something risky, especially on a habitual basis.









7.
 
live for the moment






see moment
 .









8.
 
live in hope






be or remain optimistic about something.









9.
 
live in the past





a.
 
have old-fashioned or outdated ideas and attitudes.




b.
 
dwell on or reminisce at length about past events.









10.
 
live in sin






see sin
 1
 .









11.
 
live it up








‹informal›

 spend one's time in an extremely enjoyable way, typically by spending a great deal of money or engaging in an exciting social life.









12.
 
live off (or on) the fat of the land






see fat
 .









13.
 
live off the land






see land
 .









14.
 
live out of a suitcase






live or stay somewhere on a temporary basis and with only a limited selection of one's belongings, typically because one's occupation requires a great deal of traveling.









15.
 
live one's own life






follow one's own plans and principles independent of others.









16.
 
live rough






live and sleep outdoors as a consequence of having no proper home.









17.
 
live to fight another day






survive a particular experience or ordeal.









18.
 
live to regret something






come to wish that one had not done something




•
 
those who put work before their family life often live to regret it.















19.
 
live to tell the tale






survive a dangerous experience and be able to tell others about it.









20.
 
live with oneself






be able to retain one's self-respect as a consequence of one's actions




•
 
taking money from children—how can you live with yourself?















21.
 
long live ——!






said to express loyalty or support for a specified person or thing




•
 
long live the Queen!















22.
 
where one lives








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 at, to, or in the right, vital, or most vulnerable spot




•
 
it gets me where I live.















23.
 
you haven't lived






used, especially in spoken English, as a way of enthusiastically recommending something to someone who has not experienced it




•
 


you haven't lived until

 you've tasted their lobster ravioli.















24.
 
you (or we) live and learn






used, especially in spoken English, to acknowledge that a fact is new to one.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
live something down






succeed in making others forget something embarrassing that has happened.









2.
 
live for






regard as the purpose or most important aspect of one's life




•
 
Tony lived for his painting.















3.
 
live in






(of an employee or student) reside at the place where one works or studies.









4.
 
live off (or on)





a.
 
depend on (someone or something) as a source of income or support




•
 
if you think you're going to live off me for the rest of your life, you're mistaken.










b.
 
have (a particular amount of money) with which to buy food and other necessities.




c.
 
subsist on (a particular type of food).




d.
 
(of a person) eat, or seem to eat, only (a particular type of food)




•
 
she used to live on bacon and tomato sandwiches.















5.
 
live out






(of an employee or student) reside away from the place where one works or studies.









6.
 
live something out





a.
 
do in reality that which one has thought or dreamed about




•
 
your wedding day is the one time that you can live out your most romantic fantasies.










b.
 
spend the rest of one's life in a particular place or particular circumstances




•
 
he lived out his days as a happy family man.















7.
 
live through






survive (an unpleasant experience or period)




•
 
both men lived through the Depression.















8.
 
live together






(especially of a couple not married to each other) share a home and have a sexual relationship.









9.
 
live up to





a.
 
fulfill (expectations).




b.
 
fulfill (an undertaking)




•
 
the president lived up to his promise to set America swiftly on a new path.















10.
 
live with





a.
 
share a home and have a sexual relationship with (someone to whom one is not married).




b.
 
accept or tolerate (something unpleasant)




•
 
our marriage was a failure—you have to learn to live with that fact.





















– origin

 Old English 
libban

 , 
lifian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leven

 and German 
leben

 , also to life
 and leave
 1
 .





live2


 
/līv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not dead or inanimate; living




•
 
live animals




•
 
the number of live births and deaths.










2.
 
(of a vaccine) containing viruses or bacteria that are living but of a mild or attenuated strain.




3.
 
(of yogurt) containing the living microorganisms by which it is formed.




4.
 
relating to a musical performance given in concert, not on a recording




•
 
there is traditional live music played most nights




•
 
a live album.










5.
 
(of a broadcast) transmitted at the time of occurrence, not from a recording




•
 
live coverage of the match.










6.
 
(of a wire or device) connected to a source of electric current.




7.
 
of, containing, or using undetonated explosive




•
 
live ammunition.










8.
 
(of coals) burning; glowing.




9.
 
(of a match) unused.




10.
 
(of a wheel or axle in machinery) moving or imparting motion.




11.
 
(of a ball in a game) in play, especially in contrast to being foul or out of bounds.




12.
 
(of a question or subject) of current or continuing interest and importance




•
 
the future organization of Europe has become a live issue.














II.
 
adverb




as or at an actual event or performance




•
 
the match will be televised live.














III.
 
phrases





go live








[Computing]

 (of a system) become operational.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: shortening of alive
 .





live action

 
/ˌlīv ˈakSH(ə)n/






noun




(in filmmaking) action involving real people or animals, as contrasted with animation or computer-generated effects


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a live-action version of the cartoon.



















livebearer

 
/ˈlīvˌberər/






noun




a small, chiefly freshwater, carplike American fish that has internal fertilization and gives birth to live young. Many livebearers, including the guppy, swordtail, mollies, platyfish, and gambusias, are very popular in aquariums.

[Family 
Poeciliidae

 : many genera and species.]













livebearing

 
/ˈlīvˌberiNG/






adjective




(of an animal) bearing live young rather than laying eggs; viviparous or ovoviviparous.













live birth

 
/ˈlīv ˌbərTH/






noun




a birth at which a child is born alive.













live blog





I.
 
noun




a blog providing commentary on an event while it is taking place, typically in the form of frequent short updates




•
 
keep sending your comments to our live blog.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
post commentary about (an event) online while the event is taking place, typically in the form of frequent short blog updates




•
 
the Wall Street Journal live-blogged the launch.



















lived-in

 
/ˈlivdin/






adjective



1.
 
(of a room or building) showing comforting signs of wear and habitation.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person's face) marked by experience.













live-in

 
/ˈlivin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a domestic employee) resident in an employer's house




•
 
a live-in housekeeper.










2.
 
(of a person) living with another in a sexual relationship




•
 
a live-in lover.










3.
 
residential




•
 
a live-in treatment program.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who shares another's living accommodations as a sexual partner or as an employee.













livelihood

 
/ˈlīvlēˌho͝od/





I.
 
noun




a means of securing the necessities of life




•
 
people whose livelihoods depend on the rain forest.

















– origin

 Old English 
līflād

 ‘way of life,’ from 
līf

 ‘life’ + 
lād

 ‘course’ (see lode
 ). The change in the word's form in the 16th cent. was due to association with lively
 and -hood
 .





liveliness

 
/ˈlīvelēnis/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being outgoing, energetic, and enthusiastic




•
 
he radiated liveliness and good humor.










2.
 
an atmosphere of excitement and activity




•
 
the ambience lacked liveliness.




















live load

 
/ˌlīv ˈlōd/






noun




the weight of people or goods in a building or vehicle.

Often contrasted with dead load
 .













livelong

 
/ˈlivˌlôNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 (of a period of time) entire




•
 
all this 
livelong day

 I lay in the sun.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
leve longe

 ‘dear long’ (see lief
 , long
 1
 ). The change in spelling of the first word was due to association with live
 1
 .






lively

 
/ˈlīvlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of life and energy; active and outgoing




•
 
she joined a lively team of reporters.










2.
 
(of a place or atmosphere) full of activity and excitement




•
 
Barcelona's many lively bars.










3.
 
intellectually stimulating or perceptive




•
 
a lively discussion




•
 
her lively mind.










4.
 
(of a vessel) buoyant and responsive in a sea.








II.
 
phrases





look lively






see look
 .












III.
 
derivatives





livelily

 
/-ləlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
līflic

 ‘living, animate’ (see life
 , -ly
 1
 ).





liven

 
/ˈlīvən/






verb




make or become more lively or interesting


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 


liven up

 bland foods with a touch of mustard




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the match didn't 
liven up

 until the second half.



















live oak

 
/ˌlīv ˈōk/






noun




a large, spreading oak of the southern US that has leathery, elliptical evergreen leaves. Live oaks typically support a large quantity of Spanish moss and other epiphytes.

[
Quercus virginiana

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]














liver1


 
/ˈlivər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large lobed glandular organ in the abdomen of vertebrates, involved in many metabolic processes.




2.
 
an organ similar to a liver in other animals.




3.
 
the flesh of an animal's liver as food




•
 
slices of calf's liver




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
liver pâté




•
 
chicken livers.










4.
 
(also 
liver color

 )
 — a dark reddish brown.





The liver's main role is in the processing of the products of digestion into substances useful to the body. It also neutralizes harmful substances in the blood, secretes bile for the digestion of fats, synthesizes plasma proteins, and stores glycogen and some minerals and vitamins. It was anciently supposed to be the seat of love and violent emotion.







– origin

 Old English 
lifer

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Leber

 , Dutch 
lever

 .





liver2


 
/ˈlivər/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 
a person who lives in a specified way




•
 
a clean liver




•
 
high livers.



















liver chestnut






noun




a horse of a dark chestnut color.













liver fluke

 
/ˈlivər ˌflo͞ok/






noun




a fluke that has a complex life cycle and is of medical and veterinary importance. The adult lives within the liver tissues of a vertebrate, and the larva within one or more secondary hosts such as a snail or fish.

[Many species in the subclass 
Digenea

 , class 
Trematoda

 , including the 
Chinese liver fluke

 (
Opisthorchis sinensis

 ), which infests humans, and 
Fasciola hepatica

 , which infests sheep and cattle.]













liverish

 
/ˈliv(ə)riSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slightly ill, as though having a disordered liver.




2.
 
unhappy and bad-tempered.




3.
 
resembling liver in color




•
 
a liverish red.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
liverishly






adverb













2.
 
liverishness

 
/ˈliv(ə)riSHnəs /






noun





















Livermore

 
/ˈlivərˌmôr/






a city in north central California, east of Oakland; pop. 80,188 (est. 2008).










Liverpool

 
/ˈlivərˌpo͞ol/






a city and seaport in northwestern England, on the eastern side of the mouth of the Mersey River; pop. 454,700 (est. 2009).









Liverpool, 2nd Earl of






(1770–1828), British statesman; prime minister 1812–27; born 
Robert Banks Jenkinson

 .









Liverpudlian

 
/ˌlivərˈpədlēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Liverpool.




2.
 
the dialect or accent of people from Liverpool.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Liverpool.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: humorous formation from Liverpool
 + puddle
 .





liver spot

 
/ˈlivər spät/





I.
 
noun




a small brown spot on the skin, especially as caused by a skin condition such as lentigo.








II.
 
derivatives





liver-spotted






adjective






















liverwort

 
/ˈlivərwərt ˈlivərˌwôrt/





I.
 
noun




a small flowerless green plant with leaflike stems or lobed leaves, occurring in moist habitats. Liverworts lack true roots and reproduce by means of spores released from capsules.

[Class 
Hepaticae

 , division 
Bryophyta

 .]











– origin

 late Old English, from liver
 1
 + wort
 , translating medieval Latin 
hepatica

 .





liverwurst

 
/ˈlivərˌwərst/





I.
 
noun




a seasoned meat paste in the form of a sausage containing cooked liver, or a mixture of liver and pork.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: partial translation of German 
Leberwurst

 ‘liver sausage.’





livery1


 
/ˈliv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
special uniform worn by a servant or official.




2.
 
a special design and color scheme used on the vehicles, aircraft, or products of a particular company.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for livery stable
 .




4.
 
(in the UK) the members of a livery company collectively.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a provision of food or clothing for servants.








II.
 
phrases





at livery






(of a horse) kept for the owner and fed and cared for at a fixed charge.












III.
 
derivatives





liveried

 
/ˈliv(ə)rēd /






adjective





livery
 1
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
livree

 ‘delivered,’ feminine past participle of 
livrer

 , from Latin 
liberare

 ‘liberate’ (in medieval Latin ‘hand over’). The original sense was ‘the dispensing of food, provisions, or clothing to servants’; hence 
sense

 4, also ‘allowance of provender for horses,’ surviving in the phrase 
at livery

 and in livery stable
 . 
Sense

 1 arose because medieval nobles provided matching clothes to distinguish their servants from others'.





livery2


 
/ˈliv(ə)rē/






adjective



1.
 
resembling liver in color or consistency




•
 
he was short with livery lips.










2.
 


‹informal›

 liverish




•
 
port always makes you livery.



















livery company

 
/ˈliv(ə)rē ˌkəmp(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) any of a number of companies of the City of London descended from the medieval trade guilds. They are now largely social and charitable organizations.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: so named because of the distinctive costume formerly used for special occasions.





liveryman

 
/ˈliv(ə)rēmən/






noun



1.
 
an owner of or attendant in a livery stable.




2.
 
(in the UK) a member of a livery company.














livery stable

 
/ˈliv(ə)rē ˌstābəl /

 
livery yard






noun




a stable where horses are kept at livery or let out for hire.













lives

 
/līvz/






plural form of life
 .









livestock

 
/ˈlīvˌstäk/






noun




farm animals regarded as an asset




•
 
markets for the trading of livestock.



















live-stream





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit or receive live video and audio coverage of (an event) over the Internet




•
 
the network live-streamed every competition through its Olympic website




•
 
you can live-stream the performance from your computer.














II.
 
noun




a live transmission of an event over the Internet




•
 
a livestream of Saturday's concert will run from 6:30 p.m.



















live-tweet






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
post comments about (an event) on Twitter while the event is taking place




•
 
I live-tweet every game




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
viewers live-tweet during programs and share opinions in real-time with other viewers.



















liveware

 
/ˈlīvˌwer/






noun






‹informal›

 working personnel, especially computer personnel, as distinct from the inanimate or abstract things they work with.













live weight

 
/ˈlīv ˌwāt/






noun




the weight of an animal before it has been slaughtered and prepared as a carcass.













live wire

 
/ˈlīv ˌwī(ə)r/






noun






‹informal›

 an energetic and unpredictable person.













live-work

 
/ˈliv ˌwərk/






adjective




denoting or relating to property that combines residential living space with commercial or manufacturing space




•
 
housing on the site might include live-work units for small businesses.



















livid

 
/ˈlivid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
furiously angry




•
 
he was livid at being left out.










2.
 
dark bluish gray in color




•
 
livid bruises




•
 
his face went livid, then purple.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lividity

 
/ləˈvidədē /






noun













2.
 
lividly






adverb













3.
 
lividness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘of a bluish leaden color’): from French 
livide

 or Latin 
lividus

 , from 
livere

 ‘be bluish.’ The sense ‘furiously angry’ dates from the early 20th cent.





living

 
/ˈliviNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an income sufficient to live on or the means of earning it




•
 
she was struggling to 
make a living

 as a dancer




•
 
what does he 
do for a living

 ?










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (in church use) a position as a vicar or rector with an income or property.




3.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — the pursuit of a lifestyle of the specified type




•
 
the benefits of country living.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
alive




•
 
living creatures




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the living

 )
 
flowers were for the living.










2.
 
(of a place) used for living rather than working in




•
 
the living quarters of the ship.










3.
 
(of a language) still spoken and used.




4.
 


‹literary›

 (of water) perennially flowing




•
 
streams of living water.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (the) living proof that (or of)






show by one's existence and qualities that something is the case




•
 
she is living proof that hard work need not be aging.















2.
 
in (or within) living memory






within or during a time that is remembered by people still alive




•
 
the worst recession in living memory.















3.
 
the living image of






an exact copy or likeness of.

















living dead






plural noun

 — (
the living dead

 )


1.
 
(in fiction) reanimated corpses that have been turned into creatures capable of movement but not of rational thought; zombies




•
 
the living dead slowly amble forward with one leg dragging behind.



















living death

 
/ˈˌliviNG ˈdeTH/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of existence that is very difficult; a life of hopeless and unbroken misery.













living rock






noun




rock that is not detached but still forms part of the earth




•
 
a chamber cut out of the living rock.



















living room






noun




a room in a house for general and informal everyday use.













living statue






noun




a street entertainer who poses as a statue, in realistic makeup and costume, typically remaining immobile for very long periods of time.




•
 
entertainment will be provided by jugglers, stilt walkers, singers, dancers, and living statues.



















Livingston, Henry Brockholst

 
/ˈliviNGstən/






(1757–1823), US Supreme Court associate justice 1806–23. A Democratic-Republican, he was appointed to the Court by President Jefferson.









living stone






noun




a small succulent southern African plant that resembles a pebble in appearance. It consists of two fleshy cushionlike leaves divided by a slit through which a daisylike flower emerges.

[Genus 
Lithops

 , family 
Aizoaceae

 .]













living wage

 
/ˈˌliviNG ˈwāj/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a wage that is high enough to maintain a normal standard of living.













living will

 
/ˈliviNG ˈˌwil/






noun




a written statement detailing a person's desires regarding their medical treatment in circumstances in which they are no longer able to express informed consent, especially an advance directive.













Livonia

 
/liˈvōnēə/





I.
 
a region on the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea, north of Lithuania, that comprises most of present-day Latvia and Estonia. German name 
Livland

 .




II.
 
an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, west of Detroit; pop. 91,220 (est. 2008).




III.
 
derivatives





Livonian






adjective, noun






















Livorno

 
/ləˈvôrˌnō/






a port in northwestern Italy, in Tuscany, on the Ligurian Sea; pop. 161,095 (2008).

Also called Leghorn
 .









Livy

 
/ˈlivē/






(59 
BC

 –
AD

 17), Roman historian; Latin name 
Titus Livius

 . His history of Rome from its foundation to his own time filled 142 books, of which 35 survive.









lixiviate

 
/likˈsivēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹archaic›

 separate (a substance) into soluble and insoluble constituents by the percolation of liquid.








II.
 
derivatives





lixiviation

 
/likˌsivēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
lixiviat-

 ‘impregnated with lye,’ from the verb 
lixiviare

 , from 
lixivius

 ‘made into lye,’ from 
lix

 ‘lye.’





lizard

 
/ˈlizərd/





I.
 
noun




a reptile that typically has a long body and tail, four legs, movable eyelids, and a rough, scaly, or spiny skin.

[Suborder 
Lacertilia

 (or 
Sauria

 ), order 
Squamata

 : many families.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lesard(e

 ), from Latin 
lacertus

 ‘lizard, sea fish,’ also ‘muscle.’





Lizard

 
/ˈlizərd/






a promontory in southwestern England, in Cornwall. Its southern tip, Lizard Point, is the southernmost point of the British mainland.










lizardfish

 
/ˈlizərdˌfiSH/






noun




a fish of lizardlike appearance with a broad bony head, pointed snout, and heavy shiny scales. It lives in warm shallow seas, where it often rests on the bottom propped up on its pelvic fins.

[Family 
Synodontidae

 : several genera and species, including the widespread 
Trachinocephalus myops

 (also called snakefish
 ).]













lizard's tail






noun




a North American bog plant with long tapering, drooping spikes of fragrant white flowers.

[
Saururus cernuus

 , family 
Saururaceae

 .]














Ljubljana

 
/ˌlyo͝oblēˈänə/






the capital of Slovenia; pop. 267,760 (2007). It was founded as Emona by the Romans in 34 
BC

 .

German name Laibach
 .









Lk






abbreviation






[Bible]

 the Gospel of Luke.













ll.






abbreviation




(in textual references) lines.













'll






contraction




shall; will




•
 
I'll get the food on.



















llama

 
/ˈlämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated pack animal of the camel family found in the Andes, valued for its soft woolly fleece.

[
Lama glama

 , family 
Camelidae

 , probably descended from the wild guanaco.]




2.
 
the wool of the llama.




3.
 
cloth made from the wool of the llama.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, probably from Quechua.





llano

 
/ˈlänō, ˈyä-/





I.
 
noun




(in South America) a treeless grassy plain.











– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
planum

 ‘plain.’





LLB





I.
 
abbreviation




Bachelor of Laws.











– origin

 from Latin 
legum baccalaureus

 .





LLD





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Laws.











– origin

 from Latin 
legum doctor

 .





Llewelyn

 
/ˌlo͝oˈelən/






(died 1282), prince of Gwynedd in North Wales; also known as 
Llywelyn ap Gruffydd

 . Proclaiming himself prince of all Wales in 1258, he was recognized by Henry III in 1265. His refusal to pay homage to Edward I led the latter to subjugate Wales 1277–84; Llewelyn died in an unsuccessful rebellion.









LLM





I.
 
abbreviation




Master of Laws.











– origin

 from Latin 
legum magister

 .





Llosa, Mario Vargas






see Vargas Llosa, Mario
 .









Lloyd, Harold

 
/loid/






(1893–1971), US movie comedian; full name 
Harold Clayton Lloyd

 . Performing his own hair-raising stunts, he used physical danger as a source of comedy in silent movies such as 
High and Dizzy

 (1920), 
Safety Last

 (1923), and 
The Freshman

 (1925).









Lloyd George, David






1st Earl Lloyd-George of Dwyfor (1863–1945), British statesman; prime minister 1916–22. His coalition government was threatened by economic problems and trouble in Ireland. He resigned when the Conservatives withdrew their support in 1922.









Lloyd's

 
/loidz/





I.
 
an incorporated society of insurance underwriters in London, made up of private syndicates. Founded in 1871, Lloyd's originally dealt only in marine insurance.







– origin

 named after the coffeehouse of Edward 
Lloyd

 (
fl.

 1688–1726), in which underwriters and merchants congregated and where 
Lloyd's List

 was started in 1734.





Lloyd Webber, Andrew

 
/loid ˈwebər/






Baron Lloyd-Webber of Sydmonton (1948–), English composer. His many musicals, several of them written in collaboration with lyricist Sir Tim Rice, include 
Jesus Christ Superstar

 (1970), 
Cats

 (1981), and 
The Phantom of the Opera

 (1986).









lm






abbreviation




lumen(s).













LM






abbreviation



1.
 
long meter.




2.
 
lunar module.













LMAO






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 laughing my ass off.













ln





I.
 
abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 natural logarithm.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
logarithmus naturalis

 .





LNB






abbreviation




low noise blocker, a circuit on a satellite dish that selects the required signal from the transmission.













LNG






abbreviation




liquefied natural gas.













lo

 
/lō/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 used to draw attention to an interesting or amazing event




•
 
and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them.














II.
 
phrases





lo and behold






used to present a new scene, situation, or turn of events, often with the suggestion that although surprising, it could in fact have been predicted




•
 
you took me out and, lo and behold, I got home to find my house had been ransacked.





















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded as 
lā

 in Old English; reinforced in Middle English by a shortened form of 
loke

 ‘look!,’ imperative of look
 .





loa

 
/ləˈwä/





I.
 
noun




a god in the voodoo cult of Haiti.











– origin

 Haitian Creole.





loach

 
/lōCH/





I.
 
noun




a small elongated bottom-dwelling freshwater fish with several barbels near the mouth, found in Eurasia and northwestern Africa.

[Families 
Cobitidae

 and 
Homalopteridae

 (or 
Balitoridae

 ): several genera and numerous species.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
loche

 , of unknown origin.






load

 
/lōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy or bulky thing that is being carried or is about to be carried




•
 
in addition to their own food, they must carry a load of up to eighty pounds.










2.
 
the total number or amount that can be carried in something, especially a vehicle of a specified type




•
 


a

 tractor-trailer 
load of

 new appliances.










3.
 
the material carried along by a stream, glacier, ocean current, etc.




4.
 
an amount of items washed or to be washed in a washing machine or dishwasher at one time




•
 
I do at least six 
loads of

 washing a week.










5.
 
a weight or source of pressure borne by someone or something




•
 
the increased 
load on

 the heart caused by a raised arterial pressure




•
 
the arch has hollow spandrels to lighten the 
load on

 the foundations.










6.
 
the amount of work to be done by a person or machine




•
 
Arthur has a light teaching load.










7.
 
a burden of responsibility, worry, or grief




•
 
consumers will find it difficult to service their heavy load of debt.










8.
 
(
a load of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a lot of (often used to express one's disapproval or dislike of something)




•
 
she was talking a 
load of garbage

 .










9.
 
(
a load/loads

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 plenty




•
 
she spends 
loads of

 money on clothes




•
 
there's loads to see here, even when it rains.










10.
 
the amount of power supplied by a source; the resistance of moving parts to be overcome by a motor.




11.
 
the amount of electricity supplied by a generating system at any given time.




12.
 


[Electronics]

 an impedance or circuit that receives or develops the output of a transistor or other device.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a load or large amount of something on or in (a vehicle, ship, container, etc.)




•
 
they 
load up

 their dugout canoes.










2.
 
place (a load or large quantity of something) on or in a vehicle, ship, container, etc.




•
 
stolen property from a burglary was 
loaded into

 a taxi.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship or vehicle) take on a load




•
 
when we came to the quay the ship was still loading.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
load up on

 )
 — take, buy, or consume a large amount of




•
 
I just went down to the store and loaded up on beer.










5.
 
make (someone or something) carry or hold a large or excessive amount of heavy things




•
 
Elaine was 
loaded down with

 bags full of shopping.










6.
 
(
load someone/something with

 )
 — supply someone or something with (something) in overwhelming abundance or to excess




•
 
the King and Queen loaded Columbus with wealth and honors.










7.
 
(usu. 
be loaded

 )
 — bias toward a particular outcome




•
 
the odds were loaded against them before the match.










8.
 
charge (a firearm) with ammunition.




9.
 
insert something into (a device) so that it can be operated




•
 
load your camera before you start.










10.
 
insert (something) into a device so that it will operate




•
 
load the cassette into the camcorder.










11.
 


[Computing]

 transfer (a program or data) into memory, or into the central processor from storage.




12.
 
add an extra charge to (an insurance premium) in the case of a poorer risk.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get a load of








‹informal›

 used to draw attention to someone or something




•
 
get a load of what we've just done.















2.
 
get (or have) a load on








(US)

 
‹informal›

 become drunk.









3.
 
load the bases








[Baseball]

 (of the team at bat) fill all three bases with runners; (of a pitcher) allow all three bases to be occupied by runners.









4.
 
load the dice against/in favor of someone






put someone at a disadvantage or advantage.









5.
 
take a (or the) load off one's feet






sit or lie down.









6.
 
take a load off someone's mind






bring someone relief from anxiety.















– origin

 Old English 
lād

 ‘way, journey, conveyance,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Leite

 , also to lead
 1
 ; compare with lode
 . The verb dates from the late 15th cent.





load-bearing

 
/ˈlōdˌberiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a wall) supporting much of the weight of the overlying parts of a building or other structure.




2.
 
relating to the carrying of a load




•
 
the road's load-bearing capacity.



















load displacement






noun




the weight of water displaced by a ship when laden.













loaded

 
/ˈlōdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
carrying or bearing a load, especially a large one




•
 
a heavily loaded freight train.










2.
 
(of a firearm) charged with ammunition




•
 
a loaded gun.










3.
 
(
loaded with

 )
 — containing in abundance or to excess




•
 
your average chocolate bar is loaded with fat.










4.
 


‹informal›

 having a lot of money; wealthy




•
 
she doesn't really have to work—they're loaded.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 having had too much alcohol; drunk




•
 
man, did I 
get loaded

 after I left his house.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a car) equipped with many optional extras; deluxe




•
 
1989 Ford 250 LXT: low miles, loaded.










7.
 
weighted or biased toward a particular outcome




•
 
a trick like the one with the loaded dice.










8.
 
(of a word, statement, or question) charged with an underlying meaning or implication




•
 
avoid politically loaded terms like “nation”




•
 
“Anything else?” It was a loaded question and Kelly knew it.














II.
 
phrases





loaded for bear






see bear
 2
 .


















loader

 
/ˈlōdər/






noun



1.
 
a machine or person that loads something.




2.
 
an attendant who loads guns at a shoot.




3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a gun, machine, or truck that is loaded in a specified way




•
 
a front-loader.



















load factor

 
/lōd ˈfaktər ˈfaktôr/






noun



1.
 
the ratio of the average or actual amount of some quantity and the maximum possible or permissible.




2.
 
the ratio between the lift and the weight of an aircraft.













loading

 
/ˈlōdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the application of a mechanical load or force to something.




2.
 
the amount of electric current or power delivered to a device.




3.
 
the maximum electric current or power taken by an appliance.




4.
 
the provision of extra electrical inductance to improve the properties of a transmission wire or antenna.




5.
 
the application of an extra amount of something to balance some other factor.




6.
 
an increase in an insurance premium due to a factor increasing the risk involved.








II.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a gun, machine, or truck) loaded in a specified way




•
 
a front-loading dishwasher.



















loading coil






noun




a coil used to provide additional inductance in an electric circuit in order to reduce distortion and attenuation of transmitted signals or to reduce the resonant frequency of an aerial.













load line

 
/ˈlōd ˌlīn/






noun




another term for Plimsoll line
 .













loadmaster

 
/ˈlōdmastər/






noun




the member of an aircraft's crew responsible for the cargo.













load-shedding






noun




action to reduce the load on something, especially the interruption of an electricity supply to avoid excessive load on the generating plant.













loadspace

 
/ˈlōdspās/






noun




the space in a motor vehicle for carrying a load.














loaf1


 
/lōf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of bread that is shaped and baked in one piece and usually sliced before being eaten




•
 


a loaf of

 bread




•
 
two loaves in the oven.










2.
 
an item food formed into an oblong shape and sliced into portions.








II.
 
phrases





half a loaf is better than none








‹proverb›

 it is better to accept less than one wants or expects than to have nothing at all.















– origin

 Old English 
hlāf

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Laib

 .





loaf2


 
/lōf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
idle one's time away, typically by aimless wandering or loitering




•
 
don't let him see you 
loafing around

 with your hands in your pockets.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a back-formation from loafer
 .






loafer

 
/ˈlōfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who idles time away.




2.
 
a leather shoe shaped like a moccasin, with a low flat heel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from German 
Landläufer

 ‘tramp,’ from 
Land

 ‘land’ + 
laufen

 (dialect 
lofen

 ) ‘to run.’





loaf pan






noun






(US)

 a long, deep dish or pan for baking bread, cake, etc.




•
 
spoon the batter into two greased and floured loaf pans.




















loam

 
/lōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fertile soil of clay and sand containing humus.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a soil with roughly equal proportions of sand, silt, and clay.




3.
 
a paste of clay and water with sand, chopped straw, etc., used in making bricks and plastering walls.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loaminess






noun













2.
 
loamy

 
/ˈlōmē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lām

 ‘clay’; related to Dutch 
leem

 and German 
Lehm

 , also to lime
 1
 .






loan

 
/lōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is borrowed, especially a sum of money that is expected to be paid back with interest




•
 
borrowers can 
take out a loan

 for $84,000.










2.
 
an act of lending something to someone




•
 
she offered to buy him dinner in return for the loan of the car.










3.
 
short for loanword
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
borrow (a sum of money or item of property)




•
 
the word processor was loaned to us by the theater




•
 
he knew Rob would not loan him money.














III.
 
phrases





on loan





a.
 
(of a thing) being borrowed




•
 
the painting is at present 
on loan to

 the gallery.










b.
 
(of a worker or sports player) released to another organization or team, typically for an agreed fixed period.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loanable

 
/ˈlōnəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
loanee

 
/ˌlōˈnē /






noun













3.
 
loaner

 
/ˈlōnər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also denoting a gift from a superior): from Old Norse 
lán

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leen

 , German 
Lehn

 , also to lend
 .





loan book






noun



1.
 
a record of loans held by a bank or finance company




•
 
a review of the commercial property loan book didn't reveal any hidden losses.










2.
 
the collective value of loans held by a bank or finance company




•
 
the bank has nearly tripled its Malaysian loan book.




















loan shark

 
/ˈlōn ˌSHärk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a moneylender who charges extremely high rates of interest, typically under illegal conditions.








II.
 
derivatives





loansharking

 
/ˈlōnˌSHärkiNG /






noun






















loan translation






noun




an expression adopted by one language from another in a more or less literally translated form.

Also called calque
 .














loanword

 
/ˈlōnˌwərd/






noun




a word adopted from a foreign language with little or no modification.














loath

 
/lōTH lōT͟H /

 
loth





I.
 
adjective




reluctant; unwilling




•
 
I was loath to leave.

















– origin

 Old English 
lāth

 ‘hostile, spiteful,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
leed

 , German 
Leid

 ‘sorrow.’ / 
usage:

 Although different in meaning, 
loath

 and 
loathe

 are often confused. 
Loath

 (also spelled 
loth

 , although not commonly) is an adjective meaning ‘reluctant or unwilling,’ as in I was loath to leave, whereas 
loathe

 is a verb meaning ‘feel intense dislike or disgust for,’ as in she loathed him on sight.





loathe

 
/lōT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel intense dislike or disgust for




•
 
she loathed him on sight.














II.
 
derivatives





loather






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
lāthian

 , of Germanic origin; related to loath
 .





loathing

 
/ˈlōT͟HiNG/






noun




a feeling of intense dislike or disgust; hatred




•
 
the thought filled him with loathing.



















loathly

 
/ˈlōTHlē ˈlōT͟Hlē/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 causing hatred or disgust; repulsive




•
 
loathly frogs and toads.

















– origin

 Old English 
lāthlic

 , from loath
 + -ly
 1
 .





loathsome

 
/ˈlōTHsəm ˈlōT͟Hsəm/





I.
 
adjective




causing hatred or disgust; repulsive




•
 
this loathsome little swine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loathsomely

 
/ˈlōTHsəmlē ˈlōT͟Hsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
loathsomeness

 
/ˈlōTHsəmnəs ˈlōT͟Hsəmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from archaic 
loath

 ‘disgust, loathing’ + -some
 1
 .





loaves

 
/lōvz/






plural form of loaf
 1
 .










lob

 
/läb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw or hit (a ball or missile) in a high arc




•
 
he lobbed the ball over their heads.










2.
 
(in tennis) hit the ball over (an opponent) in a high arc.








II.
 
noun




(chiefly in tennis) a ball hit in a high arc over an opponent.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the senses ‘cause or allow to hang heavily’ and ‘behave like a lout’): from the archaic noun 
lob

 ‘lout,’ ‘pendulous object,’ probably from Low German or Dutch (compare with modern Dutch 
lubbe

 ‘hanging lip’). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





Lobachevsky, Nikolai

 
/ˌlōbəˈCHefskē, ləbəˈCHyefskyē/






(1792–1856), Russian mathematician; full name 
Nikolai Ivanovich Lobachevsky

 . At about the same time as Gauss and 
János Bolyai

 (1802–60), he independently discovered non-Euclidean geometry.









lobar

 
/ˈlōbär/






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or affecting a lobe, especially a whole lobe of a lung.













lobate

 
/ˈlōbāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 having a lobe or lobes




•
 
lobate oak leaves.














II.
 
derivatives





lobation

 
/lōˈbāSH(ə)n /






noun






















lobby

 
/ˈläbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room providing a space out of which one or more other rooms or corridors lead, typically one near the entrance of a public building.




2.
 
a group of people seeking to influence politicians or public officials on a particular issue




•
 
members of the anti-abortion lobby




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
lobby groups.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an organized attempt by members of the public to influence politicians or public officials




•
 
a recent 
lobby of

 Congress by retirees.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seek to influence (a politician or public official) on an issue




•
 
it is recommending that booksellers lobby their representatives




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a group 
lobbying for

 better rail services.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘monastic cloister’): from medieval Latin 
lobia

 , 
lobium

 ‘covered walk, portico.’ The verb sense derives from the practice of frequenting the lobby of a house of legislature to influence its members into supporting a cause.





lobbyist

 
/ˈläbēist/






noun




a person who takes part in an organized attempt to influence legislators




•
 
industry lobbyists pushed the government to undo the decision.




















lobe

 
/lōb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roundish and flattish part of something, typically each of two or more such parts divided by a fissure, and often projecting or hanging.

See also earlobe
 .




2.
 
each of the parts of the cerebrum of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lobed

 
/lōbd /






adjective













2.
 
lobeless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
lobos

 ‘lobe, pod.’





lobectomy

 
/lōˈbektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of a lobe of an organ such as the thyroid gland, lung, or liver.














lobe-finned fish

 
lobefin






noun




a fish of a largely extinct group having fleshy lobed fins, including the probable ancestors of the amphibians.

Compare with ray-finned fish
 . [Subclass 
Crossopterygia

 (or 
Actinistia

 or 
Coelacanthimorpha

 ): the only living representative is the coelacanth.]













lobelia

 
/lōˈbēlyə/





I.
 
noun




a chiefly tropical or subtropical plant of the bellflower family, in particular an annual widely grown as a bedding plant. Some kinds are aquatic, and some grow as thick-trunked shrubs or trees on African mountains.

[Genus 
Lobelia

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 : many species, including the popular blue-flowered 
L. erinus

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Matthias de 
Lobel

 (1538–1616), Flemish botanist to James I.





Lobito

 
/lōˈbēdō ləˈbēdō/






a seaport and natural harbor on the Atlantic coast of Angola; pop. 128,600 (est. 2004).









loblolly

 
/ˈläbˌlälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
loblolly pine

 )
 — a pine tree of the southern US that has very long slender needles and is an important source of timber.

[
Pinus taeda

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
loblolly bay

 )
 — a small evergreen tree of the tea family, with baylike leaves and white camellialike flowers, native to the southeastern US.

[
Gordonia lasianthus

 , family 
Theaceae

 .]




3.
 
a marshy patch of ground.




4.
 


[Cooking]

 
‹dated›

 a thick mush or gruel.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting thick gruel): the reason for the application of the word to the two plants, and the word's origin, are unknown.





lobo

 
/ˈlōbō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 (in the southwestern US and Mexico) a timber wolf.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, from Latin 
lupus

 ‘wolf.’





lobola

 
/lōbələ /

 
lobolo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(among southern African peoples) a bride price, especially one paid with cattle.




2.
 
the practice of paying a bride price.











– origin

 Zulu and Xhosa.





lobopod

 
/ˈlōbəˌpäd/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the lobopodium of an onychophoran.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 an onychophoran


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a lobopod animal.



















lobopodium

 
/ˌlōbəˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a blunt limb, or an organ resembling a limb, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the primitive leg of an onychophoran.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a lobelike pseudopodium in an amoeba.








II.
 
derivatives





lobopodial

 
/-dēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
lobosus

 ‘having many lobes, large-lobed’ + podium
 .





lobotomize

 
/ləˈbädəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Surgery]

 perform a lobotomy on.




2.
 


[Surgery]

 
‹informal›

 reduce the mental or emotional capacity or ability to function of




•
 
couples we knew who had been lobotomized by the birth of their children.














II.
 
derivatives





lobotomization

 
/-ˌbätəməˈzāshən /






noun





















lobotomy

 
/ləˈbädəmē/






noun




a surgical operation involving incision into the prefrontal lobe of the brain, formerly used to treat mental illness.













lobscouse

 
/ˈläbskous/





I.
 
noun




a stew formerly eaten by sailors, consisting of meat, vegetables, and hardtack.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with Dutch 
lapskous

 , Danish and Norwegian 
lapskaus

 , and German 
Lapskaus

 .





lobster

 
/ˈläbstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large marine crustacean with a cylindrical body, stalked eyes, and the first of its five pairs of limbs modified as pincers.

[
Homarus

 and other genera, class 
Malacostraca

 : several species, in particular the 
American lobster

 (
H. americanus

 ).]




2.
 
the flesh of the lobster as food.




3.
 
a deep red color typical of a cooked lobster.




4.
 
any of various crustaceans similar to the lobster, especially certain crayfish whose claws are eaten as food.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch lobsters.











– origin

 Old English 
lopustre

 , alteration of Latin 
locusta

 ‘crustacean, locust.’





lobster claw






noun




a tropical American plant with brightly colored flowers that resemble a lobster claw, each being composed of boat-shaped bracts.

[
Heliconia bihai

 , family 
Heliconiaceae

 .]













lobsterman

 
/ˈläbstərmən/






noun




a person whose occupation is trapping lobsters.













lobster pot

 
/ˈläbstər ˌpät /

 
lobster trap






noun




a cratelike or basketlike trap in which lobsters are caught.













lobster thermidor

 
/ˌläbstər ˈTHərməˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a dish of lobster cooked in a cream sauce, returned to its shell, sprinkled with cheese, and browned under the grill.











– origin

 
thermidor

 from Thermidor
 .





lobule

 
/ˈläbyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Anatomy]

 a small lobe.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lobular

 
/ˈläbyələr /






adjective













2.
 
lobulate

 
/-yəˌlāt /






adjective













3.
 
lobulated

 
/-yəˌlātid /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from lobe
 , on the pattern of words such as 
globule

 .





lobworm

 
/ˈläbwərm/





I.
 
noun




another term for lugworm
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from lob
 in the obsolete sense ‘pendulous object.’






local

 
/ˈlōk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging or relating to a particular area or neighborhood, typically exclusively so




•
 
researching local history




•
 
the local post office.










2.
 
denoting a telephone call made to a nearby place and charged at a relatively low rate.




3.
 
denoting a train or bus serving a particular district, with frequent stops




•
 
the town has an excellent local bus service.







Compare with express
 2
 .




4.
 
(in technical use) relating to a particular region or part, or to each of any number of these




•
 
a local infection




•
 
migration can regulate the local density of animals.










5.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a variable or other entity that is only available for use in one part of a program.




6.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a device that can be accessed without the use of a network.

Compare with remote
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a local person or thing, in particular




2.
 
an inhabitant of a particular area or neighborhood




•
 
the street was full of locals and tourists.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a pub convenient to a person's home




•
 
a pint in the local.










4.
 
a local train or bus service




•
 
catch the local into New Delhi.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a local branch of an organization, especially a labor union.




6.
 
short for local anesthesia
 .




7.
 


[Stock Market]

 
‹informal›

 a floor trader who trades on their own account, rather than on behalf of other investors.








III.
 
derivatives





localness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
localis

 , from Latin 
locus

 ‘place.’






local anesthesia






noun




anesthesia that affects a restricted area of the body.

Compare with general anesthesia
 .














local area network

 
/ˈˌlōkəl ˈˌerēə ˈnetˌwərk /

 
LAN






noun




a computer network that links devices within a building or group of adjacent buildings.

Compare with wide area network
 .













local bus






noun






[Computing]

 a high-speed data connection directly linking peripheral devices to the processor and memory, allowing activities that require high data transmission rates such as video display.













local color

 
/ˈlōkəl ˈkələr/






noun



1.
 
the customs, manner of speech, dress, or other typical features of a place or period that contribute to its particular character




•
 
reporters in search of local color and gossip.










2.
 


[Art]

 the natural color of a thing in ordinary daylight, uninfluenced by the proximity of other colors.













locale

 
/lōˈkal/





I.
 
noun




a place where something happens or is set, or that has particular events associated with it




•
 
her summers were spent in a variety of exotic locales.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
local

 (noun), respelled to indicate stress on the final syllable; compare with morale
 .





local government

 
/ˈlōkəl ɡəvər(n)mənt/






noun




the administration of a particular town, county, or district, with representatives elected by those who live there.













Local Group

 

‹Astronomy›







the cluster of galaxies of which the Milky Way is a member.









localism

 
/ˈlōkəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
preference for a locality, particularly for one's own area or region.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 the limitation of ideas and interests resulting from this.




3.
 
a characteristic of a particular locality, such as a local idiom or custom.








II.
 
derivatives





localist






noun, adjective





















locality

 
/lōˈkalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the position or site of something




•
 
the rock's size and locality.










2.
 
an area or neighborhood, especially as regarded as a place occupied by certain people or as the scene of particular activities




•
 
the results of other schools in the locality




•
 
a working-class locality.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
localité

 or late Latin 
localitas

 , from 
localis

 ‘relating to a place’ (see local
 ).





localization

 
/ˌlōkələˈzāSHən ˌlōkəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the process of making something local in character or restricting it to a particular place




•
 
the tug-of-war between the forces of globalization and localization.










2.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 the fact of being or becoming located or fixed in a particular place




•
 
differences in localization of growth control molecules in carcinoma.



















localize

 
/ˈlōkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
localized

 )


1.
 
restrict (something) to a particular place




•
 
symptoms include localized pain and numbness.










2.
 
make (something) local in character




•
 
there'd now be a more localized news service.










3.
 
assign (something) to a particular place




•
 
most vertebrates localize sounds by orienting movements.














II.
 
derivatives





localizable






adjective





















locally

 
/ˈlōkəlē/






adverb



1.
 
with reference to a particular area or one's neighborhood




•
 
I shop locally wherever possible




•
 
locally produced goods




•
 
he served on several committees both nationally and locally.










2.
 


[Computing]

 in a way that applies or is only available for use in one part of a program




•
 
the service control function is installed locally.










3.
 
in a way that can be accessed without the use of a network




•
 
should the data be stored locally or remotely?



















local option






noun




a choice available to a local administration to accept or reject national legislation (e.g., concerning the sale of alcoholic liquor).













local time






noun



1.
 
time as reckoned in a particular region or time zone.




2.
 
time at a particular place as measured from the sun's transit over the meridian at that place, defined as noon.













lo-carb

 
/lōˈkärb/






noun




variant spelling of low-carb
 .













Locarno

 
/lōˈkärnō/






a resort in southern Switzerland, at the northern end of Lake Maggiore; pop. 14,909 (2007).










locate

 
/ˈlōˌkāt lōˈkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discover the exact place or position of




•
 
engineers were working to locate the fault.










2.
 
(usu. 
be located

 )
 — situate in a particular place




•
 
these popular apartments are centrally located.










3.
 
place within a particular context




•
 
they locate their policies in terms of wealth creation.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 establish oneself or one's business in a specified place




•
 
his marketing strategy has been to locate in small towns.














II.
 
derivatives





locatable

 
/-ˌkātəbəl, lōˈkāt- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
locat-

 ‘placed,’ from the verb 
locare

 , from 
locus

 ‘place.’ The original sense was as a legal term meaning ‘rent out,’ later (late 16th cent.) ‘assign to a particular place,’ then ‘establish in a place.’ The sense ‘discover the exact position of’ dates from the late 19th cent. / 
usage:

 In formal English, one should avoid using 
locate

 to mean ‘find (a missing object)’: he can't seem to locate his keys. In precise usage, 
locate

 means ‘discover the exact place or position of’ or ‘fix the position of, put in place’: the doctors hope to locate the source of the bleeding; the studio should be located on a north-facing slope.





location

 
/lōˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular place or position




•
 
the property is set in a convenient location.










2.
 
an actual place or natural setting in which a film or broadcast is made, as distinct from a simulation in a studio




•
 
the movie was filmed entirely 
on location

 .










3.
 
the action or process of placing someone or something in a particular position




•
 
the location of new housing beyond the existing built-up areas.










4.
 
a position or address in computer memory.








II.
 
derivatives





locational

 
/-SHənl, -SHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
locatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
locare

 (see locate
 ).





locative

 
/ˈläkədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a case, in some languages, of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives, expressing location.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the locative

 )


1.
 
the locative case.




2.
 
a word in the locative case.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from locate
 , on the pattern of 
vocative

 .





locator

 
/ˈlōˌkātər, lōˈkā-/






noun




a device or system for locating something, typically by means of radio signals.













locavore

 
/ˈlōkəˌvôr/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person whose diet consists only or principally of locally grown or produced food.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of 
carnivore

 , 
herbivore

 , etc.





loc. cit.





I.
 
abbreviation




in the passage already cited.











– origin

 from Latin 
loco citato

 .






loch

 
/läk läKH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 a lake.




2.
 
(also 
sea loch

 )
 — 

(Scottish)

 an arm of the sea, especially when narrow or partially landlocked.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Scottish Gaelic.





lochia

 
/ˈlōkēə, ˈläk-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the normal discharge from the uterus after childbirth.








II.
 
derivatives





lochial






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
lokhia

 , neuter plural (used as a noun) of 
lokhios

 ‘of childbirth.’






Loch Ness

 
/ˌläk ˈnes/






a deep lake in northwestern Scotland, in the Great Glen. Forming part of the Caledonian Canal, it is 24 miles (38 km) long, with a maximum depth of 755 feet (230 m). The lake has long been rumored to be the home of the Loch Ness monster.









Loch Ness monster






a large creature alleged to live in the deep waters of Loch Ness. Reports of its existence date from the time of St. Columba (6th century); despite recent scientific expeditions, there is still no proof of its existence.









loci

 
/ˈlōˌsī ˈlōˌsē ˈlōˌkē ˈlōˌkī/






plural form of locus
 .










lock1


 
/läk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mechanism for keeping a door, lid, etc., fastened, typically operated only by a key of a particular form




•
 
the key turned firmly in the lock.










2.
 
a device used to prevent the operation or movement of a vehicle or other machine




•
 
a bicycle lock.










3.
 
a facility on a computer or mobile phone that requires a user to verify their identity with a passcode or other form of authentication in order to access the full functionality of the device




•
 
there's a security lock on the phone and he doesn't know the code.










4.
 
(in wrestling and martial arts) a hold that prevents an opponent from moving a limb.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a number of interlocked or jammed items




•
 
a street closed by a lock of carriages.










6.
 
a short confined section of a canal or other waterway in which the water level can be changed by the use of gates and sluices, used for raising and lowering vessels between two gates.




7.
 
an airlock.




8.
 
(
a lock

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing that is certain to succeed; a certainty.




9.
 


‹historical›

 a mechanism for exploding the charge of a gun.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or secure (something) with a lock




•
 
she closed and locked her desk




•
 (as 
adj.

 
locked

 )
 
behind locked doors.










2.
 
enclose or shut in by locking or fastening a door, lid, etc.




•
 
the prisoners are 
locked in

 overnight




•
 
Phil 
locked away

 the takings every night.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a door, window, box, etc.) become or be able to be secured through activation of a lock




•
 
the door will automatically lock behind you.










4.
 
restrict access to the full functionality or data of (a computer, mobile phone, file, etc.), especially by requiring a user to verify their identity with a passcode or other form of authentication




•
 
my computer is locked and I've forgotten my login info




•
 
I don't want people to read my emails—that's why I lock my phone.










5.
 
(
be locked

 )
 — (of a mobile phone) operate only on the network of a particular carrier




•
 
the phone 
is locked to

 T-mobile




•
 (as 
adjective

 
locked

 )
 
locked phones can only be sold to people who have the same carrier.










6.
 
make or become rigidly fixed or immovable


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he locked his hands behind her neck




•
 
the vessel was 
locked in

 ice




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
their gaze locked for several long moments.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go through a lock on a canal




•
 
we locked through at Moore Haven.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have a lock on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 have an unbreakable hold on or total control over.









2.
 
lock horns






engage in conflict.









3.
 
lock, stock, and barrel






including everything; completely




•
 
the place is owned lock, stock, and barrel by an oil company.







[referring to the complete mechanism of a firearm.]









4.
 
under lock and key






securely locked up.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
lock someone down








(N. Amer.)

 confine a prisoner to their cell, especially so as to gain control.









2.
 
lock someone/something in (or into)





a.
 
involve or entangle someone or something in (an embrace or struggle)




•
 
they were locked in a legal battle.










b.
 
oblige a person or company to abide by the terms of a contract for a specific period.









3.
 
lock onto






locate (a target) by radar or similar means and then track.









4.
 
lock someone out





a.
 
keep someone out of a room or building by locking the door.




b.
 
(of an employer) subject employees to a lockout.









5.
 
lock someone out of






exclude someone from




•
 
those now locked out of the job market.















6.
 
lock someone up (or away)






imprison someone.









7.
 
lock something up (also lock up)





a.
 
shut and secure something, especially a building, by fastening its doors with locks




•
 
the diplomatic personnel locked up their building and walked off




•
 
you could lock up for me when you leave.










b.
 
(also 
lock something away

 )
 — invest money in something so that it is not easily accessible




•
 
vast sums of money locked up in pension funds.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lockable

 
/ˈläkəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
lockless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
loc

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Loch

 ‘hole.’






lock2


 
/läk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of a person's hair that coils or hangs together




•
 
she pushed back 
a lock of

 hair.










2.
 
(
locks

 )
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 a person's hair




•
 
flowing locks and a long white beard.










3.
 
a tuft of wool or cotton.




4.
 
(
locks

 )
 — short for dreadlocks
 .











– origin

 Old English 
locc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lok

 , German 
Locke

 , possibly also to lock
 1
 .





lockage

 
/ˈläkij/






noun



1.
 
the construction or use of locks on waterways.




2.
 
the amount of rise and fall of water levels resulting from the use of locks.




3.
 
money paid as a toll for the use of a lock.













lockbox

 
/ˈläkbäks/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a box that locks, usually for storing money or valuables.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a service provided by a bank, whereby the bank receives, processes, and deposits all of a company's receivables.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any of various computerized devices or services intended to prevent the unauthorized distribution or copying of digitally stored or transmitted data.













lockdown

 
/ˈläkdoun/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the confining of prisoners to their cells, typically after an escape or to regain control during a riot.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a state of isolation or restricted access instituted as a security measure




•
 
the university is 
on lockdown

 and nobody has been able to leave.



















Locke, John

 
/läk/





I.
 
(1632–1704), English philosopher; a founder of empiricism and political liberalism. His 
Two Treatises of Government

 (1690) argues that the authority of rulers has a human origin and is limited. In 
An Essay concerning Human Understanding

 (1690) he argued that all knowledge is derived from sense-experience.




II.
 
derivatives





Lockean

 
/ˈläkēən /






adjective





















locked1


 
/läkt/






adjective



1.
 
fastened or secured with a lock




•
 
behind locked doors




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a double-locked safe.










2.
 
(of a mobile phone) able to operate only on the network of a particular carrier




•
 
locked phones can only be sold to people who have the same carrier.



















locked2


 
/läkt/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 having hair of a specified kind




•
 
a golden-locked little girl




•
 
his curly-locked comrades.



















locked-in syndrome






noun




a medical condition, usually resulting from a stroke that damages part of the brainstem, in which the body and most of the facial muscles are paralyzed but consciousness remains and the ability to perform certain eye movements is preserved.













locker

 
/ˈläkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small lockable closet or compartment, typically as one of a number placed together for public or general use, e.g., in schools, gymnasiums, or train stations.




2.
 
a chest or compartment on a ship or boat for clothes, stores, equipment, or ammunition.




3.
 
a device that locks something.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably related to Flemish 
loker

 .





Lockerbie

 
/ˈläkərbē/






a town in southwestern Scotland; pop. 4,500 (est. 2004). In 1988, a US airliner, destroyed by a terrorist bomb, crashed on the town and killed all those on board as well as 11 people on the ground.









locker room





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a room containing lockers for the storage of personal belongings, especially in schools or gymnasiums.








II.
 
adjective




regarded as characteristic of or suited to a men's locker room, especially as being coarse or ribald




•
 
locker-room humor.



















locket

 
/ˈläkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small ornamental case, typically made of gold or silver, worn around a person's neck on a chain and used to hold things of sentimental value, such as a photograph or lock of hair.




2.
 
a metal plate or band on a scabbard.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
locquet

 , diminutive of 
loc

 ‘latch, lock,’ of Germanic origin; related to lock
 1
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 17th cent.





lock-in

 
/ˈläkin/






noun



1.
 
an arrangement according to which a person or company is obliged to deal only with a specific company.




2.
 
a protest demonstration in which a group locks itself within an office or factory.














lockjaw

 
/ˈläkˌjô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in nonmedical use) tetanus




•
 
for hundreds of years the most dreaded diseases were leprosy and lockjaw.










2.
 
spasm of the jaw muscles, causing the mouth to remain tightly closed, typically as a symptom of tetanus




•
 
if your child develops lockjaw—particularly after sustaining a wound—seek medical attention right away




•
 


‹figurative›

 I laughed until I got lockjaw.







The technical medical term is trismus
 .




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 an accent associated with the upper class of the northeastern United States, characterized by a supposed lack of movement of the mouth and jaw




•
 
he disdained the preppy men with lockjaw accents who populated Nantucket during the summer.














II.
 
derivatives





lockjawed

 
/ˈläkˌjôd /






adjective





















lock-knit

 
/ˈläkˌnit/






adjective




(of a fabric) knitted with an interlocking stitch.













locknut

 
/ˈläkˌnət/






noun



1.
 
a nut screwed down on another to keep it tight.




2.
 
a nut designed so that, once tightened, it cannot be accidentally loosened.













lockout

 
/ˈläkˌout/






noun



1.
 
the exclusion of employees by their employer from their place of work until certain terms are agreed to.




2.
 
a device used to ensure that machines remain inoperable while repairs or adjustments are made.













Lockport

 
/ˈläkpôrt/






a city in western New York, northeast of Buffalo, on the Erie Canal; pop. 20,630 (est. 2008).









lock screen






noun




a visual interface on a computer or mobile phone which is available before the user has entered a passcode or otherwise activated the full functionality of the device




•
 
a security flaw enabled users to bypass the lock screen.



















lockset

 
/ˈläkset/






noun




a complete locking system, including knobs, plates, and a locking mechanism, especially for a door.













locksmith

 
/ˈläkˌsmiTH/






noun




a person who makes and repairs locks.













lockstep

 
/ˈläkˌstep/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a way of marching with each person as close as possible to the one in front




•
 
the trio marched 
in lockstep






•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
hundreds of shaven-headed youths march lockstep into the stadium.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 close adherence to and emulation of another's actions




•
 
they raised prices 
in lockstep with

 those of foreign competitors




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the party touted a lockstep unity.



















lockstitch

 
/ˈläkstiCH/






noun




a stitch made by a sewing machine by firmly linking together two threads or stitches.













lockup

 
/ˈläkˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a jail, especially a temporary one.




2.
 
the locking up of premises for the night.




3.
 
the time of doing this




•
 
hurrying back to their dorms before lockup.










4.
 
the action of becoming fixed or immovable




•
 
anti-lock braking helps prevent wheel lockup.










5.
 
an investment in assets that cannot readily be realized or sold in the short term.













Lockyer, Norman

 
/ˈläkyər/






(1836–1920), English astronomer; full name 
Sir Joseph Norman Lockyer

 . His spectroscopic analysis of the sun led to his discovery of a new element, which he named 
helium

 .









loco

 
/ˈlōkō/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 crazy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, ‘insane.’






locomotion

 
/ˌlōkəˈmōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




movement or the ability to move from one place to another




•
 
the muscles that are concerned with locomotion




•
 
he preferred walking to other forms of locomotion.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
loco

 , ablative of 
locus

 ‘place’ + 
motion

 (see motion
 ).





locomotive

 
/ˌlōkəˈmōdiv/





I.
 
noun




a powered rail vehicle used for pulling trains




•
 
a diesel locomotive.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or effecting locomotion




•
 
locomotive power.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a machine, vehicle, or animal) having the power of progressive motion




•
 
locomotive bivalves have the strongest hinges.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective): from modern Latin 
locomotivus

 , from Latin 
loco

 (ablative of 
locus

 ‘place’) + late Latin 
motivus

 ‘motive,’ suggested by medieval Latin 
in loco moveri

 ‘move by change of position.’





locomotor

 
/ˌlōkəˈmōdər/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 of or relating to locomotion




•
 
locomotor organs.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from locomotion
 + motor
 .






locomotor ataxia






noun




another term for tabes dorsalis
 .













locomotory

 
/ˌlōkəˈmōdərē/






adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 relating to or having the power of locomotion




•
 
locomotory cilia.



















locoweed

 
/ˈlōkōˌwēd/






noun



1.
 
a widely distributed plant of the pea family that, if eaten by livestock, can cause a brain disorder, the symptoms of which include unpredictable behavior and loss of coordination.

[Genus 
Astragalus

 (and 
Oxytropis

 ), family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 cannabis.













Locrian mode

 
/ˈlōkrēən, ˈläkrē-/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale B–B (containing a minor 2nd, 3rd, 6th, and 7th, and a diminished 5th).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
Locrian

 from Greek 
Locris

 , a division of ancient Greece, + -ian
 ; named after an ancient Greek mode but not identifiable with it.






locule

 
/ˈläkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Botany]

 each of a number of small separate cavities, especially in an ovary.








II.
 
derivatives





locular

 
/ˈläkyələr /






adjective





















loculus

 
/ˈläkyələs/





I.
 
noun




another term for locule
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘compartment,’ diminutive of 
locus

 ‘place.’






locum

 
/ˈlōkəm/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a person who stands in temporarily for someone else of the same profession, especially a cleric or doctor.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: short for locum tenens
 .






locum tenens

 
/lōkəm ˈtenenz/





I.
 
noun




full form of locum
 .








II.
 
derivatives





locum tenency

 
/ˈtenənsē, ˈtēnən- /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘one holding a place’ (see locus
 , tenant
 ).






locus

 
/ˈlōkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a particular position, point, or place




•
 
it is impossible to specify the exact locus in the brain of these neural events.










2.
 
the effective or perceived location of something abstract




•
 
the real locus of power is the informal council.










3.
 


[Genetics]

 the position of a gene or mutation on a chromosome.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a curve or other figure formed by all the points satisfying a particular equation of the relation between coordinates, or by a point, line, or surface moving according to mathematically defined conditions.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘place.’





locus classicus

 
/ˌlōkəs ˈklasəkəs/





I.
 
noun




a passage considered to be the best known or most authoritative on a particular subject.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘classical place.’





locust

 
/ˈlōkəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large and mainly tropical grasshopper with strong powers of flight. It is usually solitary, but from time to time there is a population explosion, and it migrates in vast swarms that cause extensive damage to crops.

[Several species in the family 
Acrididae

 , including the 
migratory locust

 (
Locusta migratoria

 ), which is sometimes seen in Europe.]




2.
 
(also 
seventeen-year locust

 )
 — 

(US)

 the periodical cicada.




3.
 
(also 
locust bean

 )
 — the large edible pod of some plants of the pea family, in particular the carob bean, which is said to resemble a locust.




4.
 
(also 
locust tree

 )
 — any of a number of pod-bearing trees of the pea family, in particular the carob tree and the black locust.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
locuste

 from Latin 
locusta

 ‘locust, crustacean.’





locution

 
/ləˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or phrase, especially with regard to style or idiom.




2.
 
a person's style of speech




•
 
his impeccable locution.










3.
 
an utterance regarded in terms of its intrinsic meaning or reference, as distinct from its function or purpose in context.

Compare with illocution
 , perlocution
 .




4.
 
language regarded in terms of locutionary rather than illocutionary or perlocutionary acts.








II.
 
derivatives





locutionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
locutio(n-)

 , from 
loqui

 ‘speak.’






lode

 
/lōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vein of metal ore in the earth.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a rich source of something




•
 
a rich lode of scandal and alleged crime.

















– origin

 Old English 
lād

 ‘way, course,’ variant of load
 . The term denoted a watercourse in late Middle English and a lodestone in the early 16th cent. The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





loden

 
/ˈlōdn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick waterproof woolen cloth.




2.
 
the dark green color in which loden cloth is often made.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Loden

 .





lodestar

 
/ˈlōdˌstär/





I.
 
noun




a star that is used to guide the course of a ship, especially Polaris




•
 


‹figurative›

 she was his intellectual lodestar.

















– origin

 Middle English: from lode
 in the obsolete sense ‘way, course’ + star
 .






lodestone

 
/ˈlōdˌstōn /

 
loadstone






noun



1.
 
a piece of magnetite or other naturally magnetized mineral, able to be used as a magnet.




2.
 
a naturally magnetized mineral; magnetite.




3.
 
a thing that is the focus of attention or attraction.














lodge

 
/läj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small house at the gates of a park or in the grounds of a large house, typically occupied by a gatekeeper, gardener, or other employee.




2.
 
a small country house occupied in season for sports such as hunting, shooting, fishing, and skiing




•
 
a hunting lodge.










3.
 
a large house or hotel




•
 
Cumberland Lodge.










4.
 
a porter's quarters at the main entrance of a college or other large building.




5.
 
the residence of a head of a college, especially at Cambridge.




6.
 
an American Indian hut.




7.
 
a beaver's den.




8.
 
a branch or meeting place of an organization such as the Freemasons.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — present (a complaint, appeal, claim, etc.) formally to the proper authorities




•
 
he has 28 days in which to lodge an appeal.










2.
 
(
lodge something in/with

 )
 — leave money or a valuable item in (a place) or with (someone) for safekeeping.




3.
 
make or become firmly fixed or embedded in a particular place


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they had to remove a bullet lodged near his spine




•
 


‹figurative›

 the image had lodged in her mind.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stay or sleep in another person's house, paying money for one's accommodations




•
 
the man who lodged in the room next door.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (someone) with a place to sleep or stay in return for payment.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wind or rain) flatten (a standing crop)


(as 
adj.

 
lodged

 )


•
 
rain that soaks standing or lodged crops.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a crop) be flattened by wind or rain.











– origin

 Middle English 
loge

 , via Old French 
loge

 ‘arbor, hut’ from medieval Latin 
laubia

 , 
lobia

 (see lobby
 ), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Laube

 ‘arbor.’





Lodge, David

 
/läj/






(1935–), English novelist and academic; full name 
David John Lodge

 . Notable works: 
Changing Places

 (1975), 
Small World

 (1984), and 
Therapy

 (1995).









Lodge, Henry Cabot1







(1850–1924), US politician and writer. He was a member of the US House of Representatives 1887–93 and the US Senate 1893–1924 as a Republican from Massachusetts. He opposed accepting the peace treaty that ended World War I and that was linked to the US entry into the League of Nations. He was the grandfather of Henry Cabot Lodge (1902–85).









Lodge, Henry Cabot2







(1902–85), US politician and diplomat; US representative to the United Nations 1953–60. He was a Republican vice presidential candidate in 1960 and served as ambassador to South Vietnam 1963–64, 1965–67. The grandson of Henry Cabot Lodge (1850–1924), he was also a US senator from Massachusets 1937–44, 1947–53.









lodgepole pine

 
/ˌläjipōl ˈpīn/






noun




a straight-trunked pine tree that grows in the mountains of western North America, widely grown for timber and traditionally used by some American Indians in the construction of lodges.

[
Pinus contorta

 var. 
latifolia

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













lodger

 
/ˈläjər/






noun




a roomer.













lodging

 
/ˈläjiNG/






noun



1.
 
a place in which someone lives or stays temporarily




•
 
they found a cheap lodging in a backstreet




•
 
a fee for 
board and lodging

 .










2.
 
(
lodgings

 )
 — a room or rooms rented out to someone, usually in the same residence as the owner.













lodging house

 
/ˈläjiNG ˌhous/






noun




a rooming house.













lodgment

 
/ˈläjmənt /

 
lodgement





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a place in which a person or thing is located, deposited, or lodged




•
 
they found a lodgment for the hook in the crumbling parapet.










2.
 
the depositing of money in a particular bank, account, etc.




3.
 


[Military]

 a temporary defensive work made on a captured part of an enemy's fortifications to secure a position and provide protection.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
logement

 ‘dwelling,’ from Old French 
loge

 ‘arbor’ (see lodge
 ).





Lodi

 
/ˈlōdē/






a city in north central California, north of Stockton, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 61,301 (est. 2008).









lodicule

 
/ˈlädəˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a small green or white scale below the ovary of a grass flower.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
lodicula

 , diminutive of 
lodix

 ‘coverlet.’





Łódź

 
/lädz, wo͞oCH/






an industrial city in central Poland, southwest of Warsaw, the second largest city in the country; pop. 756,666 (2007).









loess

 
/ˈlōis ləs ˈlōˌes les/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a loosely compacted yellowish-gray deposit of windblown sediment of which extensive deposits occur, e.g., in eastern China and the American Midwest.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loessial

 
/ˈlesēəl, ˈlə-, lōˈes- /






adjective













2.
 
loessic

 
/ˈlesik, ˈlə-, lōˈes- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Löss

 , from Swiss German 
lösch

 ‘loose.’






Loewe, Frederick

 
/lō/






(1901–88), US composer; born in Austria. The collaboration he began with lyricist Alan Jay Lerner in 1942 became one of the most successful in the history of musical theater. Their Broadway hits include 
Brigadoon

 (1947), 
My Fair Lady

 (1956), and 
Camelot

 (1960).









Loewi, Otto

 
/ˈlō-ē/






(1873–1961), US pharmacologist and physiologist, born in Germany. He showed that a chemical neurotransmitter (acetylcholine) is produced at the junction of a parasympathetic nerve and a muscle. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1936), shared with Sir Henry Dale.









lo-fi

 
/ˈlōfī /

 
low-fi





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or employing sound reproduction of a lower quality than hi-fi




•
 
defiantly lo-fi recording techniques.










2.
 
(of popular music) recorded and produced with basic equipment and thus having a raw and unsophisticated sound.








II.
 
noun




lo-fi sound reproduction or music.











– origin

 1950s: from an alteration of low
 1
 + 
-fi

 on the pattern of 
hi-fi

 .





Lofoten Islands

 
/lōˈfōtn ˌīləndz/






a group of islands off the northwestern coast of Norway. They are situated within the Arctic Circle in the Norwegian Sea.










loft

 
/lôft läft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or space directly under the roof of a house or other building, which may be used for accommodations or storage.




2.
 
a gallery in a church or hall




•
 
a choir loft.










3.
 
short for organ loft
 .




4.
 
a large, open area over a shop, warehouse, or factory, sometimes converted into living space.




5.
 
a pigeon house.




6.
 


[Golf]

 upward inclination given to the ball in a stroke.




7.
 
backward slope of the head of a club, designed to give upward inclination to the ball.




8.
 
the thickness of insulating matter in an object such as a sleeping bag or a padded coat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kick, hit, or throw (a ball or missile) high up




•
 
he lofted the ball over the infield.










2.
 
(
lofted

 )
 — give backward slope to the head of (a golf club)




•
 
a lofted metal club.

















– origin

 late Old English, from Old Norse 
lopt

 ‘air, sky, upper room,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lucht

 and German 
Luft

 .





lofter

 
/ˈlôftər, ˈläf-/






noun






[Golf]

 
‹dated›

 a nine-iron or similar lofted club.

[late 19th cent.: from the verb loft
 .]













lofty

 
/ˈlôftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of imposing height




•
 
the elegant square was shaded by lofty palms.










2.
 
of a noble or exalted nature




•
 
an extraordinary mixture of harsh reality and lofty ideals.










3.
 
proud, aloof, or self-important




•
 
lofty intellectual disdain.










4.
 
(of wool and other textiles) thick and resilient.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loftily

 
/ˈlôfdəlē ˈläfdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
loftiness

 
/ˈlôftēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from loft
 , influenced by aloft
 .






log1


 
/lôɡ läɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of the trunk or a large branch of a tree that has fallen or been cut off.




2.
 
(also 
logbook

 )
 — an official record of events during the voyage of a ship or aircraft




•
 
a ship's log.










3.
 
a regular or systematic record of incidents or observations




•
 
keep a detailed log of your activities.










4.
 
an apparatus for determining the speed of a ship, originally consisting of a float attached to a knotted line wound on a reel, the distance run out in a certain time being used as an estimate of the vessel's speed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter (an incident or fact) in the log of a ship or aircraft or in another systematic record




•
 
the incident has to be logged




•
 
the red book where we log our calls.










2.
 
(of a ship, aircraft, or pilot) achieve (a certain distance, speed, or time)




•
 
she had logged more than 12,000 miles since she had been launched.










3.
 
make a systematic recording of (events, observations, or measurements)




•
 
the virus can log keystrokes that you make when you access all sorts of services.










4.
 
cut down (an area of forest) in order to exploit the timber commercially.








III.
 
phrases





(as) easy as falling off a log








‹informal›

 very easy.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
log in (or on)






go through the procedures to begin use of a computer, database, or system.









2.
 
log off (or out)






go through the procedures to conclude use of a computer, database, or system.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bulky mass of wood’): of unknown origin; perhaps symbolic of the notion of heaviness. 
Sense

 3 
of the

 noun originally denoted a thin quadrant of wood loaded to float upright in the water, whence ‘ship's journal’ in which information from the log board was recorded.





log2


 
/lôɡ läɡ/






noun




short for logarithm
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
log tables




•
 [prefixed to a number or algebraic symbol]
 
log x.



















log.






abbreviation




logic.













log






symbol




natural logarithm (a logarithm to the base 
e

 ).













Logan

 
/ˈlōɡən/






a city in northern Utah; pop. 48,657 (est. 2008).









Logan, Joshua

 
/ˈlōɡən/






(1908–88), US director and playwright; full name 
Joshua Lockwood Logan III

 . He directed Broadway shows, including 
Annie Get Your Gun

 (1946), 
Mister Roberts

 (1948), 
South Pacific

 (1949) and 
Fanny

 (1954), as well as motion pictures, including 
Picnic

 (1955), 
Bus Stop

 (1956), 
South Pacific

 (1958), and 
Camelot

 (1967). He wrote or cowrote several of these and other titles, and in 1950 shared the Pulitzer Prize for Drama with his 
South Pacific

 cowriters Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II.









Logan, Mount

 
/ˈlōɡən/






a mountain in southwestern Yukon Territory, Canada, near the border with Alaska. Rising to 19,850 feet (6,054 m), it is the highest peak in Canada and the second-highest peak in North America.









loganberry

 
/ˈlōɡənˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible dull-red soft fruit, considered to be a hybrid of a raspberry and an American dewberry.




2.
 
the scrambling blackberrylike plant that bears the loganberry.

[
Rubus loganobaccus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of John H. 
Logan

 (1841–1928), American horticulturalist, + berry
 .






logarithm

 
/ˈlôɡəˌriT͟Həm ˈläɡəˌriT͟Həm /

 
log





I.
 
noun




a quantity representing the power to which a fixed number (the base) must be raised to produce a given number.

Logarithms can be used to simplify calculations because the addition and subtraction of logarithms is equivalent to multiplication and division, although the use of printed tables of logarithms for this has declined with the spread of electronic calculators. They also allow a geometric relationship to be represented conveniently by a straight line. The base of a 
common logarithm

 is 10, and that of a 
natural logarithm

 is the number 
e

 (2.71828…).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
logarithmus

 , from Greek 
logos

 ‘reckoning, ratio’ + 
arithmos

 ‘number.’





logarithmic

 
/ˌlôɡəˈriT͟Hmik ˌläɡəˈriT͟Hmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or expressed in terms of logarithms.




2.
 
(of a scale) constructed so that successive points along an axis, or graduations that are an equal distance apart, represent values that are in an equal ratio.




3.
 
(of a curve) forming a straight line when plotted on a logarithmic scale; exponential.








II.
 
derivatives





logarithmically

 
/-mik(ə)lē /






adverb






















logarithmic spiral

 
/ˌlôɡəˈriT͟Hmik ˌläɡəˈriT͟Hmik ˈspīrəl/






noun






[Geometry]

 a spiral such that the angle between the tangent and the radius vector is the same for all points of the spiral.

Also called equiangular spiral
 .













logbook

 
/ˈlôɡˌbo͝ok ˈläɡˌbo͝ok/






noun




another term for log
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













loge

 
/lōZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a private box or enclosure in a theater.




2.
 
the front section of the first balcony in a theater.




3.
 
a tier of seating in an arena or stadium, typically between the upper and lower decks.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French.





-loger





I.
 
combining form




equivalent to -logist
 .











– origin

 on the pattern of words such as 
(astro)loger

 .





logger

 
/ˈlôɡər ˈläɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person who fells trees for timber; a lumberjack.




2.
 
a device or computer program for making a systematic recording of events, observations, or measurements.













loggerhead

 
/ˈlôɡərhed ˈläɡərˌhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
loggerhead turtle

 )
 — a reddish-brown turtle with a very large head, occurring chiefly in warm seas.

[
Caretta caretta

 , family 
Cheloniidae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
loggerhead shrike

 )
 — a widespread North American shrike, having mainly gray plumage with a black eyestripe, wings, and tail.

[
Lanius ludovicianus

 , family 
Laniidae

 .]




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a foolish person.








II.
 
phrases





at loggerheads






in stubborn dispute or disagreement




•
 
council was 
at loggerheads with

 the government over the grant allocation.







[possibly a use of 
loggerhead

 in the late 17th-cent. sense ‘long-handled iron instrument for heating liquids and tar,’ perhaps wielded as a weapon.]















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 3): from dialect 
logger

 ‘block of wood for hobbling a horse’ + head
 .





loggia

 
/ˈlōj(ē)ə ˈlôj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gallery or room with one or more open sides, especially one that forms part of a house and has one side open to the garden.




2.
 
an open-sided extension to a house.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, ‘lodge.’





logging

 
/ˈlôɡiNG ˈläɡiNG/






noun




the activity or business of felling trees and cutting and preparing the timber.













logia

 
/ˈlōɡēə, -jēə/






plural form of logion
 .










logic

 
/ˈläjik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
reasoning conducted or assessed according to strict principles of validity




•
 
experience is a better guide to this than deductive logic




•
 
he explains his move with simple logic




•
 
the logic of the argument is faulty.










2.
 
a particular system or codification of the principles of proof and inference




•
 
Aristotelian logic.










3.
 
the systematic use of symbolic and mathematical techniques to determine the forms of valid deductive argument.




4.
 
the quality of being justifiable by reason




•
 
there's no logic in telling her not to hit people when that's what you're doing.










5.
 
(
logic of

 )
 — the course of action or line of reasoning suggested or made necessary by




•
 
if the logic of capital is allowed to determine events.










6.
 
a system or set of principles underlying the arrangements of elements in a computer or electronic device so as to perform a specified task.




7.
 
logical operations collectively.








II.
 
derivatives





logician

 
/ləˈjiSH(ə)n lōˈjiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French 
logique

 and late Latin 
logica

 from Greek 
logikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of reason,’ from 
logos

 ‘word, reason.’





-logic





I.
 
combining form




equivalent to -logical
 (as in 
pharmacologic

 ).











– origin

 from Greek 
-logikos

 .





logical

 
/ˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or according to the rules of logic or formal argument




•
 
a logical impossibility.










2.
 
characterized by or capable of clear, sound reasoning




•
 
the information is displayed in a simple and logical fashion




•
 
her logical mind.










3.
 
(of an action, development, decision, etc.) natural or sensible given the circumstances




•
 
it is a logical progression from the job before.














II.
 
derivatives





logicality

 
/ˌläjəˈkalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
logicalis

 , from late Latin 
logica

 (see logic
 ).






-logical






combining form




in adjectives corresponding chiefly to nouns ending in 
-logy

 (such as 
pharmacological

 corresponding to 
pharmacology

 ).














logical empiricism






noun




see logical positivism
 .













logical form






noun






[Logic]

 the abstract form in which an argument or proposition may be expressed in logical terms, as distinct from its particular content.













logically

 
/ˈläjək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
according to the rules of logic or formal argument




•
 
these suggestions are logically impossible.










2.
 
in a way that shows clear, sound reasoning




•
 
try to stay calm and think logically about the questions.










3.
 
in a way that is expected or sensible under the circumstances




•
 
each room leads logically to the next.



















logical necessity






noun



1.
 
that state of things that obliges something to be as it is because no alternative is logically possible.




2.
 
a thing that logically must be so.













logical operation






noun



1.
 
an operation of the kind used in logic, e.g., conjunction or negation.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an operation that acts on binary numbers to produce a result according to the laws of Boolean logic (e.g., the AND, OR, and NOT functions).













logical operator






noun






[Computing]

 a programming-language symbol that denotes a logical operation.














logical positivism






noun




a form of positivism, developed by members of the Vienna Circle, that considers that the only meaningful philosophical problems are those that can be solved by logical analysis.

Also called logical empiricism
 .













logic bomb

 
/ˈläjik ˌbäm/






noun






[Computing]

 a set of instructions secretly incorporated into a program so that if a particular condition is satisfied they will be carried out, usually with harmful effects.













logic circuit

 
/ˈläjik ˈsərkət/






noun






[Electronics]

 a circuit for performing logical operations on input signals.













logic problem






noun




a puzzle in which the answer can be deduced from a given set of premises




•
 
I like to do logic problems to keep my mind sharp.




















login

 
/ˈlôɡˌin ˈläɡˌin /

 
logon






noun




an act of logging in to a computer, database, or system.














logion

 
/ˈlōɡēˌän, -jē-/





I.
 
noun




a saying attributed to Jesus Christ, especially one not recorded in the canonical Gospels.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, ‘oracle,’ from 
logos

 ‘word.’






-logist






combining form




indicating a person skilled or involved in a branch of study denoted by a noun ending in 
-logy

 (such as 
biologist

 corresponding to 
biology

 ).













logistic

 
/ləˈjistik/






adjective




of or relating to logistics




•
 
logistic problems.



















logistical

 
/ləˈjistikəl/






adjective




relating to or involving organization and planning




•
 
logistical problems




•
 
setting up the machinery was a logistical challenge.



















logistically

 
/ˌləˈjistik(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that relates to logistics




•
 
they offered their support both financially and logistically




•
 
moving equipment from place to place was logistically challenging.



















logistics

 
/ləˈjistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the detailed coordination of a complex operation involving many people, facilities, or supplies




•
 
the logistics and costs of a vaccination campaign.










2.
 


[Military]

 the organization of moving, housing, and supplying troops and equipment.




3.
 
the commercial activity of transporting goods to customers


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Germany's largest beverage logistics organization.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the sense ‘movement and supplying of troops and equipment’): from French 
logistique

 , from 
loger

 ‘lodge.’





logjam

 
/ˈlôɡˌjam ˈläɡˌjam/






noun



1.
 
a crowded mass of logs blocking a river.




2.
 
a situation that seems irresolvable




•
 
the president can use the power of the White House to 
break the logjam

 over this issue.










3.
 
a backlog




•
 
keeping a diary may ease the logjam of work considerably.



















log-log

 
/ˌlôɡˈlôɡ/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 denoting a graph or graph paper having or using a logarithmic scale along both axes.













log-normal

 
/lôɡˈnôrməl/





I.
 
adjective






[Statistics]

 of or denoting a set of data in which the logarithm of the variate is distributed according to a normal distribution.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
log-normality






noun













2.
 
log-normally






adverb





















logo

 
/ˈlōɡō/





I.
 
noun




a symbol or other design adopted by an organization to identify its products, uniform, vehicles, etc.




•
 
the Olympic logo was emblazoned across their jackets.














II.
 
derivatives





logoed






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of logogram
 or logotype
 .





LOGO

 
/ˈlōɡō/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a high-level programming language used to teach computer programming to children.











– origin

 from Greek 
logos

 ‘word,’ spelled as if an acronym.





logocentric

 
/ˌlôɡəˈsentrik, ˌläɡə-/





I.
 
adjective




regarding words and language as a fundamental expression of an external reality (especially applied as a negative term to traditional Western thought by postmodernist critics).








II.
 
derivatives





logocentrism

 
/-ˌtrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
logos

 ‘word, reason’ + -centric
 .





logoff

 
/ˈlôɡˌôf/






noun




another term for logout
 .














logogram

 
/ˈlôːɡəɡram/





I.
 
noun




a sign or character representing a word or phrase, such as those used in shorthand and some writing systems.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
logos

 ‘word’ + -gram
 1
 .





logograph

 
/ˈlôɡəˌɡraf, ˈläɡə-/





I.
 
noun




another term for logogram
 .








II.
 
derivatives





logographic

 
/ˌlôɡəˈɡrafik, ˌläɡə- /






adjective





















logogriph

 
/ˈlôɡəɡrif/





I.
 
noun




a puzzle involving anagrams, especially one in which a number of words that can be spelled using a group of letters are to be identified from their synonyms introduced into a set of verses.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
logos

 ‘word’ + 
griphos

 ‘fishing basket, riddle.’





logomachy

 
/lōˈɡäməkē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 an argument about words.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
logomakhia

 , from 
logos

 ‘word’ + 
-makhia

 ‘fighting.’





logon

 
/ˈlôɡˌän/






noun




another term for login
 .













logophile

 
/ˈlôɡəˌfīl, ˈläɡə-/






noun




a lover of words.













logorrhea

 
/ˌlôɡəˈrēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 logorrhoea





I.
 
noun




a tendency to extreme loquacity.








II.
 
derivatives





logorrheic

 
/-ˈrēik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
logos

 ‘word’ + 
rhoia

 ‘flow.’






Logos

 
/ˈlōɡōs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Theology]

 the Word of God, or principle of divine reason and creative order, identified in the Gospel of John with the second person of the Trinity incarnate in Jesus Christ.




2.
 


[Theology]

 (in Jungian psychology) the principle of reason and judgment, associated with the animus.

Often contrasted with Eros
 .











– origin

 Greek, ‘word, reason.’






logotype

 
/ˈlôɡətīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a single piece of type that prints a word or group of separate letters.




2.
 


[Printing]

 a single piece of type that prints a logo or emblem.




3.
 


[Printing]

 a logo.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
logos

 ‘word’ + type
 .






logout

 
/ˈlôɡˌout ˈläɡˌout /

 
logoff






noun




an act of exiting a computer system or program.













logrolling

 
/ˈlôɡˌrōliNG ˈläɡˌrōliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the practice of exchanging favors, especially in politics by reciprocal voting for each other's proposed legislation.

[from the phrase 
you roll my log and I'll roll yours

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sport in which two contestants stand on a floating log and try to knock each other off by spinning it with their feet.








II.
 
derivatives





logroller

 
/-lər /






noun





















Logroño

 
/ləˈɡrōnyō/






a market town in northern Spain, on the Ebro River; pop. 150,071 (2008).









-logue

 
-log





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting discourse of a specified type




•
 
dialogue.










2.
 
denoting compilation




•
 
catalogue.










3.
 
equivalent to -logist
 .











– origin

 from French 
-logue

 , from Greek 
-logos

 , 
-logon

 .





logwood

 
/ˈlôɡwo͝od ˈläɡˌwo͝od/






noun




a spiny Caribbean tree of the pea family, the dark heartwood of which yields hematoxylin and other dyes.

[
Haematoxylon campechianum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













logy

 
/ˈlōɡē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 dull and heavy in motion or thought; sluggish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of uncertain origin; compare with Dutch 
log

 ‘heavy, dull.’






-logy





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
(usu. as 
-ology

 )
 — denoting a subject of study or interest




•
 
psychology.










2.
 
denoting a characteristic of speech or language




•
 
eulogy.










3.
 
denoting a type of discourse




•
 
trilogy.

















– origin

 from French 
-logie

 or medieval Latin 
-logia

 , from Greek.





Lohengrin

 
/ˈlōənˌɡrin/






(in medieval French and German romances) the son of Perceval (Parsifal). He was summoned from the temple of the Holy Grail and taken in a boat to Antwerp, where he consented to marry Elsa of Brabant on condition that she not ask who he was. Elsa broke this condition, and he was carried away again in the boat.









loiasis

 
/lōˈīəsis/





I.
 
noun




a tropical African disease caused by infestation with eye worms that cause transient subcutaneous swellings, often accompanied by pain or fever.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from 
loa

 (a local Angolan word for the parasite) + -iasis
 .






loin

 
/loin/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
loins

 )


1.
 
the part of the body on both sides of the spine between the lowest (false) ribs and the hipbones.




2.
 
(
loins

 )
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 the region of the sexual organs, especially when regarded as the source of erotic or procreative power




•
 
he felt a stirring in his loins at the thought.










3.
 
(
loin

 )
 — a large cut of meat that includes the vertebrae of the loins




•
 


loin of

 pork with potatoes.














II.
 
phrases





gird (up) one's loins






see gird
 1
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
loigne

 , based on Latin 
lumbus

 .






loincloth

 
/ˈloinˌklôTH/






noun




a single piece of cloth wrapped round the hips, typically worn by men in some hot countries as their only garment.













Loire

 
/l(ə)ˈwär/






a river in west central France. The country's longest river, it rises in the Massif Central and flows 630 mi. (1,015 km.) north and west to the Atlantic Ocean at the town of Saint-Nazaire.









loiter

 
/ˈloidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stand or wait around idly or without apparent purpose




•
 
she saw Mary loitering near the cloakrooms.










2.
 
travel indolently and with frequent pauses




•
 
they loitered along in the sunshine, stopping at the least excuse.














II.
 
derivatives





loiterer

 
/ˈloid(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Middle Dutch 
loteren

 ‘wag around.’





Loki

 
/ˈlōkē /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







a mischievous and sometimes evil god who contrived the death of Balder and was punished by being bound to a rock.










Lok Sabha

 
/ˈläk ˈsäbə, ˈlôk/





I.
 
noun




the lower house of the Indian Parliament.

Compare with Rajya Sabha
 .











– origin

 from Hindi 
lok

 ‘the public’ and 
sabhā

 ‘assembly.’






LOL

 
/läl elōˈel/






abbreviation






‹informal›

 laughing out loud; laugh out loud (used chiefly in electronic communication to draw attention to a joke or amusing statement, or to express amusement)




•
 
I love how you said ‘coffee is not my cup of tea’. LOL!



















lolcat

 
/ˈlälkat /

 
LOLcat





I.
 
noun




(on the Internet) a photograph of a cat accompanied by a humorous caption written typically in a misspelled and grammatically incorrect version of English




•
 
whether it's flicking through Facebook, giggling at lolcats, or snooping on shopping sites, there's always something to pull your attention away from work




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
if you refuse to talk to your stockbroker in anything but LOLcat speak (I can haz dividend?) then you've got problems.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from LOL
 + cat
 1
 .





Lolita

 
/lōˈlēdə/





I.
 
noun




a sexually precocious young girl.











– origin

 from the name of a character in the novel 
Lolita

 (1958) by Vladimir Nabokov.






loll

 
/läl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sit, lie, or stand in a lazy, relaxed way




•
 
the two girls lolled in their chairs.










2.
 
hang loosely; droop




•
 
he slumped against a tree trunk, his head lolling back




•
 
her tongue was 
lolling out

 between her teeth.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stick out (one's tongue) so that it hangs loosely out of the mouth




•
 
the boy 
lolled out

 his tongue.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably symbolic of dangling.





lollapalooza

 
/ˌläləpəˈlo͞ozə /

 
lalapalooza
 , lollapaloosa





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing that is particularly impressive or attractive




•
 
it's a lollapalooza, just like your other books.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of fanciful formation.





Lollard

 
/ˈlälərd/





I.
 
noun




a follower of John Wycliffe. The Lollards believed that the church should aid people to live a life of evangelical poverty and imitate Jesus Christ. Their ideas influenced the thought of John Huss, who in turn influenced Martin Luther.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Lollardism

 
/-ˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
Lollardy






noun



















– origin

 originally a derogatory term, derived from a Dutch word meaning ‘mumbler,’ based on 
lollen

 ‘to mumble.’





lollipop

 
/ˈlälēˌpäp/





I.
 
noun




a flat, rounded candy on the end of a stick.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
lolly

 ‘tongue’ + pop
 1
 .





lollop

 
/ˈläləp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move in an ungainly way in a series of clumsy paces or bounds




•
 
the bear lolloped along the path.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably from loll
 , associated with trollop
 .





lolly

 
/ˈlälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a lollipop.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 money




•
 
you've done brilliantly raising all that lovely lolly.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation. 
Sense

 2 dates from the 1940s.





lollygag

 
/ˈlälēˌɡaɡ /

 
lallygag





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 spend time aimlessly; idle




•
 
he sends her to Arizona every January to lollygag in the sun.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dawdle




•
 
we're lollygagging along.














II.
 
derivatives





lollygagger

 
lallygagger






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






lolz

 
/lälz /

 
lols





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 fun, laughter, or amusement




•
 
‘OMG,’ she scolded, ‘this is no time for lolz’




•
 
the image was immediately posted on Facebook, just for lols




•
 (as 
exclamation

 )
 
Tell him to call his wife if you see him! Lolz.

















– origin

 1990s: alteration of LOL
 .





lomatium

 
/lōˈmāSH(ē)əm/






noun




a perennial herb of the parsley family, found throughout western North America It has various folk-medicine applications (mainly antibiotic) and is eaten as a survival food.

[(genus 
Lomatium

 ; numerous species).]













Lomb, Henry

 
/läm/






(1828–1908) US optician; born in Germany. He cofounded Bausch & Lomb Optical Company in 1853.









Lombard

 
/ˈlämˌbärd ˈlämbərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Germanic people who invaded Italy in the 6th century.




2.
 
a native of Lombardy in northern Italy.




3.
 
the Italian dialect of Lombardy.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Lombardy, or to the Lombards or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Lombardic

 
/ˌlämˈbärdik /






adjective





Lombard
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 from Italian 
lombardo

 , representing late Latin 
Langobardus

 , of Germanic origin, from the base of long
 1
 + the ethnic name 
Bardi

 .





Lombardi, Vince

 
/lämˈbärdē, ˌləm-/






(1913–70), US football coach; full name 
Vincent Thomas Lombardi

 . Coach of the Green Bay Packers 1959–67, he led them to five NFL championships between 1961 and 1967 and to Super Bowl titles in 1967 and 1968. During 1969, he coached the Washington Redskins.









Lombardo, Guy

 
/lämˈbärdō, ˌləm-/






(1902–77), US bandleader; born in Canada; full name 
Gaetano Alberto Lombardo

 . His dance band, formed in 1920 and named the Royal Canadians in 1927, played the “sweetest music this side of heaven,” and his New Year's Eve broadcasts from New York City's Waldorf Astoria hotel became a national tradition.









Lombard Street

 
/ˈlämˌbärd, -bərd/





I.
 
a street in the city of London that contains many of the principal London banks.







– origin

 so named because formerly occupied by bankers from 
Lombardy

 .





Lombardy

 
/lämˈbärdē/






a region of central northern Italy, between the Alps and the Po River; capital, Milan. Italian name 
Lombardia

 .









Lombardy poplar

 
/ˈlämˌbärdē ˈpäplər/






noun




a black poplar of a variety that has a distinctive tall, slender columnar form. It arose as a mutation in Italy and is widely cultivated.

[
Populus nigra

 var. 
italica

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]













Lombok

 
/ˈlämbäk/






a volcanic island of the Lesser Sunda group in Indonesia, between Bali and Sumbawa; pop. 2,950,100 (est. 2005); chief town, Mataram.









Lomé

 
/lōˈmā/






the capital and chief port of Togo, on the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 1,452,000 (est. 2007).









loment

 
/ˈlōmənt /

 
lomentum





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the pod of some leguminous plants, breaking up when mature into one-seeded joints.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bean meal’ (originally used as a cosmetic), from 
lavare

 ‘to wash.’





Lomond, Loch

 
/ˈlōmənd/






a lake in west central Scotland, northwest of Glasgow. It is the largest freshwater lake in Scotland.









Lompoc

 
/ˈlämˌpäk/






a city in southwestern California, northwest of Santa Barbara; pop. 41,099 (est. 2008).









London

 
/ˈləndən/





I.
 
the capital of the United Kingdom, in southeastern England on the Thames River; pop. 7,619,800 (est. 2008). London, called Londinium, was settled as a river port and trading center shortly after the Roman invasion of 
AD

 43 and has been a flourishing center since the Middle Ages. It is divided administratively into the City of London, which is the country's financial center, and 32 boroughs.




II.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Ontario, Canada, north of Lake Erie; pop. 353,395 (2006).









London, Jack






(1876-1916), US novelist; pseudonym of 
John Griffith Chaney

 . The Klondike gold rush of 1897 provided the material for his works, which depict the struggle for survival. Notable works: 
The Call of the Wild

 (1903) and 
White Fang

 (1906).









London broil

 
/ˈləndən broil/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a grilled steak served cut diagonally in thin slices.














Londonderry

 
/ˈləndənˌderē ˌləndənˈderē/





I.
 
one of the six counties of Northern Ireland, formerly an administrative area.




II.
 
the chief town of Londonderry, a city and port on the Foyle River near its outlet on the north coast; pop. 89,900 (est. 2009). It was formerly called Derry, a name still used by many. In 1613 it was granted to the City of London for colonization and became known as Londonderry.









Londoner

 
/ˈləndənər/






a native or inhabitant of London




•
 
the constantly changing lifestyles of Londoners.















London pride

 
/ˈləndən prīd/






noun




a European saxifrage with rosettes of fleshy leaves and stems of pink starlike flowers.

[
Saxifraga

 × 
urbium

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 .]













lone

 
/lōn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no companions; solitary or single




•
 
I approached a lone drinker across the bar




•
 
we sheltered under a lone tree.










2.
 
lacking the support of others; isolated




•
 
I am by no means a lone voice.










3.
 


‹literary›

 (of a place) unfrequented and remote




•
 
houses in lone rural settings.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of alone
 .





lone hand





I.
 
noun




(in euchre or quadrille) a hand played against the rest, or a player playing such a hand.








II.
 
phrases





play a lone hand






act on one's own without help.

















loneliness

 
/ˈlōnlēnəs/






noun



1.
 
sadness because one has no friends or company




•
 
feelings of depression and loneliness.










2.
 
the fact of being without companions; solitariness




•
 
the loneliness of a sailor's life.










3.
 
(of a place) the quality of being unfrequented and remote; isolation




•
 
the loneliness of the farm.



















lonely

 
/ˈlōnlē/






adjective



1.
 
sad because one has no friends or company




•
 
lonely old people whose families do not care for them.










2.
 
without companions; solitary




•
 
passing long lonely hours looking onto the street.










3.
 
(of a place) unfrequented and remote




•
 
a lonely stretch of country lane.



















lonely heart





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person looking for a lover or romantic partner by advertising in a newspaper or online




•
 
we met through the lonely hearts ads




•
 
lonely hearts looking for soulmates.














II.
 
derivatives





lonely-hearted






adjective





















loner

 
/ˈlōnər/






noun




a person who prefers not to associate with others.













lonesome

 
/ˈlōnsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 solitary or lonely




•
 
she felt lonesome and out of things.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 remote and unfrequented




•
 
a lonesome, unfriendly place.














II.
 
phrases





by one's lonesome








‹informal›

 all alone.












III.
 
derivatives





lonesomeness

 
/ˈlōns(ə)mnəs /






noun





















Lone Star State






a nickname for the state of Texas
 .









lone wolf

 
/ˈˌlōn ˈwo͝olf/






noun




a person who prefers to act or be alone.














long1


 
/lôNG läNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
measuring a great distance from end to end




•
 
a long corridor




•
 
long black hair




•
 
the line for tickets was long.










2.
 
(after a measurement and in questions) measuring a specified distance from end to end




•
 
a boat 150 feet long




•
 


how long

 is the leash?










3.
 
(of a journey) covering a great distance




•
 
I went for a long walk.










4.
 
(of a garment or sleeves on a garment) covering the whole of a person's legs or arms




•
 
a sweater with long sleeves.










5.
 
of elongated shape




•
 
shaped like a torpedo, long and thin.










6.
 
(of a ball in sports) traveling a great distance, or further than expected or intended




•
 
he threw a long ball to the catcher.










7.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) tall.




8.
 
lasting or taking a great amount of time




•
 
a long and distinguished career




•
 
she took a long time to dress.










9.
 
(after a noun of duration and in questions) lasting or taking a specified amount of time




•
 
the debates will be 90 minutes long.










10.
 
seeming to last more time than is the case; lengthy or tedious




•
 
serving long hours on the committee.










11.
 
(of a person's memory) retaining things for a great amount of time.




12.
 
relatively great in extent




•
 
write a long report




•
 
a long list of candidates.










13.
 
(after a noun of extent and in questions) having a specified extent




•
 
the statement was three pages long.










14.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) categorized as long with regard to quality and length (e.g., in standard American English, the vowel in 
food

 is long, as distinct from the short vowel in 
good

 ).




15.
 


[Prosody]

 (of a vowel or syllable) having the greater of the two recognized durations.




16.
 
(of odds or a chance) reflecting or representing a low level of probability




•
 
winning against long odds




•
 
you're taking a long chance.










17.
 


[Finance]

 (of shares, bonds, or other assets) bought in advance, with the expectation of a rise in price.




18.
 
(of a broker or their position in the market) buying or based on long stocks.




19.
 
(of a security) maturing at a distant date.




20.
 
(
long on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 well-supplied with




•
 
an industry that seems long on ideas but short on cash.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a long interval or period




•
 
see you 
before long






•
 
it will not be 
for long

 .










2.
 
a long sound such as a long signal in Morse code or a long vowel or syllable




•
 
two longs and a short.










3.
 
(
longs

 )
 — 

[Finance]

 long-dated securities, especially gilt-edged securities.




4.
 
assets held in a long position.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
for a long time




•
 
we hadn't known them long




•
 
an experience they will long remember




•
 
his long-awaited Grand Prix debut.










2.
 
in questions about a period of time




•
 


how long

 have you been working?










3.
 
at a time distant from a specified event or point of time




•
 
it was abandoned long ago




•
 
the work was compiled long after his death.










4.
 
after an implied point of time




•
 
he could not wait any longer.










5.
 
(after a noun of duration) throughout a specified period of time




•
 
it rained all day long.










6.
 
(with reference to the ball in sports) at, to, or over a great distance, or further than expected or intended




•
 
the quarterback dropped back and threw the ball long.










7.
 
beyond the point aimed at; too far




•
 
he threw the ball long.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as (or so) long as





a.
 
during the whole time that




•
 
they have been there as long as anyone can remember.










b.
 
provided that




•
 
as long as you fed him, he would be cooperative.















2.
 
be long






take a long time to happen or arrive




•
 
it won't be long before you're hooked




•
 
sit down, tea won't be long.















3.
 
in the long run






over or after a long period of time; eventually




•
 
it saves money in the long run.















4.
 
long ago






in the distant past




•
 
long ago an unmarried girl was considered her father's property




•
 
her son died long ago




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
time has marched on since my long-ago youth.















5.
 
the long and the short of it






all that can or need be said




•
 
the long and short of it is that he got himself mugged.















6.
 
long in the tooth






rather old.

[originally said of horses, from the receding of the gums with age.]









7.
 
long time no see








‹informal›

 it's a long time since we last met (used as a greeting).

[in humorous imitation of broken English spoken by an American Indian.]









8.
 
not by a long shot






by no means




•
 
we're not there yet, not by a long shot.















9.
 
not long ago






recently




•
 
not long ago he came across a rattlesnake outside his house.















10.
 
take the long view






think beyond the current situation; plan for the future.















– origin

 Old English 
lang

 , 
long

 (adjective), 
lange

 , 
longe

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
lang

 .





long2


 
/lôNG läNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a strong wish or desire




•
 
she 
longed for

 a little more excitement




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we are longing to see the new baby.

















– origin

 Old English 
langian

 ‘grow long, prolong,’ also ‘dwell in thought, yearn,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
langen

 ‘present, offer’ and German 
langen

 ‘reach, extend.’





long.






abbreviation




longitude.














-long






combining form




(added to nouns) for the duration of




•
 
lifelong.



















Long, Huey Pierce

 
/lôNG/






(1893–1935) US politician; known as the 
Kingfish

 . A Democrat, he served as governor of Louisiana 1928–31 and as a US senator 1932–35 and was known as a dictatorial demagogue with politically radical ideas, most notably his “Share the Wealth” program. Not long after he announced his plans to run for the US presidency, he was assassinated.









Long, Stephen Harriman






(1784–1864), US Army officer and explorer. His expeditions included the upper Mississippi in 1817 and the Rocky Mountain region in 1820. Longs Peak in Colorado is named for him.









long-acting






adjective




(chiefly of a drug) having effects that last for a long time.













long-ago






adjective




existing in or relating to a time in the distant past




•
 
time has marched on since my long-ago youth




•
 
idyllic views of a long-ago New York.



















longan

 
/ˈlôNGɡən, ˈläNG-/





I.
 
noun




an edible juicy fruit from a plant related to the litchi, cultivated in Southeast Asia.

[The plant is 
Dimocarpus longan

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Chinese 
lóngyǎn

 , literally ‘dragon's eye.’





long-awaited

 
/ˌlôNGəˈwādəd/






adjective




having been hoped for or expected for a long time




•
 
their long-awaited debut album.



















Long Beach






a port and resort in southwestern California, on the Pacific Ocean, south of Los Angeles; pop. 463,789 (est. 2008).









longboard

 
/ˈlôNGˌbôrd, ˈläNG-/






noun




a type of long surfboard.













longboat

 
/ˈlôNGˌbōt/






noun



1.
 
a large boat that may be launched from a sailing ship.




2.
 
another term for longship
 .













longbow

 
/ˈlôNGˌbō/






noun




a large bow drawn by hand and shooting a long feathered arrow. It was the chief weapon of English armies from the 14th century until the introduction of firearms.













Long Branch






a city in east central New Jersey, on the Atlantic Ocean, long a noted summer resort; pop. 32,622 (est. 2008).









longcase clock






noun




another term for grandfather clock
 .













long-day

 
/ˈlôNGˌdā/






adjective




(of a plant) needing a long period of light each day to initiate flowering, which therefore happens naturally as the days lengthen in the spring.













long distance





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
traveling or operating between distant places




•
 
a long-distance truck driver




•
 
long-distance phone calls.










2.
 


[Track & Field]

 denoting or relating to a race distance of 6 miles or 10,000 meters (6 miles 376 yds), or longer




•
 
a long-distance runner.














II.
 
adverb




between distant places




•
 
traveling long distance.



















long-distance relationship






noun




a romantic relationship between two people who live far apart and so are unable to meet on a frequent basis




•
 
staying in touch is the key to surviving a long-distance relationship.




















long division






noun




arithmetical division in which the divisor has two or more figures, and a series of steps is made as successive groups of digits of the dividend are divided by the divisor, to avoid excessive mental calculation.













longdog

 
/ˈlôNGˌdôɡ, ˈläNGˌdäɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 a greyhound or other hound of similar body shape.













long dozen






noun

 — (
a long dozen

 )


1.
 
thirteen.













long-drawn

 
/ˈlôNGˌdrän /

 
long-drawn-out






adjective




continuing for a long time, especially for longer than is necessary




•
 
long-drawn-out negotiations.




















longe

 
/lənj /

 
lunge





I.
 
noun




a long rein on which a horse is held and made to move in a circle around its trainer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exercise (a horse or rider) on a longe.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from 
allonge

 ‘lengthening out.’





long-eared bat






noun




an insectivorous bat with ears that are very long in proportion to the body.

[
Plecotus

 and other genera, family 
Vespertilionidae

 : several species, in particular the 
common long-eared bat

 (
P. auritus

 ) of Eurasia.]













longeron

 
/ˈlänj(ə)rən ˈlänjəˌrän/





I.
 
noun




a longitudinal structural component of an aircraft's fuselage.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘girder.’





long-established

 
/lôNGiˈstabliSHt/






adjective




having existed or continued for a long time




•
 
long-established industries




•
 
a long-established tradition.



















longevity

 
/lônˈjevədē länˈjevədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
long life




•
 
the greater longevity of women compared with men.










2.
 
long existence or service




•
 
her longevity in office now appeared as a handicap to the party.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
longaevitas

 , from Latin 
longus

 ‘long’ + 
aevum

 ‘age.’





long face





I.
 
noun




an unhappy or disappointed expression.








II.
 
derivatives





long-faced






adjective





















Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth

 
/ˈlôNGˌfelō/






(1807–82), US poet. He is known for 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus”

 and 
“The Village Blacksmith”

 (both 1841) and for narrative poems such as 
Evangeline

 (1847), 
The Song of Hiawatha

 (1855), and 
Paul Revere's Ride

 (1861).









longhair

 
/ˈlôNGˌhe(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person with long hair or characteristics associated with it, such as a hippie or intellectual.




2.
 
a devotee of classical music.




3.
 
a cat of a long-haired breed.













long-haired

 
/ˌlôNGˈherd/






adjective




having long hair




•
 
a long-haired, bearded man.



















longhand

 
/ˈlôNGˌhand/






noun




ordinary handwriting (as opposed to shorthand, typing, or printing)




•
 
he wrote out the reply in longhand




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a longhand draft.




















long haul





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long distance (in reference to the transport of freight or passengers)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a long-haul flight.










2.
 
a prolonged and difficult effort or task




•
 
getting the proposal passed is likely to be a long haul




•
 
we're 
in for the long haul

 .














II.
 
phrases





over the long haul








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 over an extended period of time.

















long-headed

 
/ˌlôNGˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a long head; dolichocephalic.




2.
 


‹dated›

 having or showing foresight and good judgment.








II.
 
derivatives





long-headedness

 
/ˌlôNGˈhedədnəs /






noun





















longhorn

 
/ˈlôNGˌhôrn/






noun



1.
 
an animal of a breed of cattle with long horns.




2.
 
(also 
longhorn beetle

 )
 — an elongated beetle with long antennae, the larva of which typically bores in wood and can be a pest of timber.

[Family 
Cerambycidae

 (formerly in the superfamily 
Longicornia

 ).]













long-horned grasshopper






noun




an insect related to the grasshoppers, with very long antennae and a mainly carnivorous diet. Many kinds live among shrubby vegetation, active mainly at dusk and in the night.

[Family 
Tettigoniidae

 : many genera.]













longhouse

 
/ˈlôNGˌhous, ˈläNG-/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the traditional dwelling of the Iroquois and other North American Indians.




2.
 
a large communal village house in parts of Malaysia and Indonesia.













longicorn

 
/ˈlänjəˌkôrn/





I.
 
noun




former term for longhorn
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
longicornis

 , from Latin 
longus

 ‘long’ + 
cornu

 ‘horn.’





longing

 
/ˈlôNGiNG/





I.
 
noun




a yearning desire




•
 
Miranda felt a wistful 
longing for

 the old days




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
a longing to be free




•
 
his tale of love and longing.














II.
 
adjective




having or showing yearning desire




•
 
her longing eyes.



















longingly

 
/ˈlôNGiNGlē/






adverb




with a yearning desire




•
 
I have been gazing longingly at the menu




•
 
they still longingly think of their former homeland.



















Longinus

 
/länˈjīnəs/






(
fl.

 1st century 
AD

 ), Greek scholar. He is the supposed author of a Greek literary treatise 
On the Sublime

 , concerned with the moral function of literature.









longish

 
/ˈlôNGiSH/






adjective




fairly long




•
 
she had longish hair




•
 
a longish walk.



















Long Island






an island on the coast of New York State. Its western tip, comprising the New York City boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, is separated from Manhattan and the Bronx by the East River and is linked to Manhattan by the several bridges.









Long Island City






a section of Queens in New York City, across the East River from Manhattan.









longitude

 
/ˈlänjiˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the angular distance of a place east or west of the meridian at Greenwich, England, or west of the standard meridian of a celestial object, usually expressed in degrees and minutes




•
 
at a longitude of 2° W




•
 
lines of longitude.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 see celestial longitude
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting length and tallness): from Latin 
longitudo

 , from 
longus

 ‘long.’





longitudinal

 
/ˌlänjəˈt(y)o͞od(ə)nəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
running lengthwise rather than across




•
 
longitudinal muscles




•
 
longitudinal stripes




•
 
longitudinal extent.










2.
 
(of research or data) involving information about an individual or group gathered over a long period of time.




3.
 
of or relating to longitude; measured from east to west




•
 
longitudinal positions.














II.
 
derivatives





longitudinally

 
/ˌlänjəˈt(y)o͞od(ə)nəlē /






adverb





















longitudinal wave






noun






[Physics]

 a wave vibrating in the direction of propagation.













long johns

 
/ˈlôNG ˌjänz/






plural noun






‹informal›

 underwear with closely fitted legs that extend to the wearer's ankles, often with a long-sleeved top.














long jump

 
/ˈlôNG ˌjəmp/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the long jump

 )


1.
 
an athletic event in which competitors jump as far as possible along the ground in one leap.








II.
 
derivatives





long jumper






noun





















long-lasting

 
//






adjective




enduring or having endured for a long period of time




•
 
long-lasting effects




•
 
a long-lasting friendship.



















longleaf pine

 
/ˈlôNGˌlēf, ˈläNG-/






noun




a large pine tree of the southeastern US with very long needles and cones. It was formerly an important source of turpentine.

[
Pinus palustris

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













long-legged






adjective




having long legs




•
 
a tall, long-legged girl




•
 
long-legged hunting dogs.



















long-limbed

 
/ˌlôNGˈlimd/






adjective




tall with long legs and arms




•
 
a beautiful long-limbed dancer.




















longline

 
/ˈlôNGˌlīn/






noun




a type of deep-sea fishing gear consisting of a long main line anchored to the bottom to which shorter lines with baited hooks are fastened at intervals


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a longline fishing boat.



















longliner

 
/ˈlôNGˌlīnər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person or fishing vessel that uses longlines.













long-lived

 
/lôNGˈlivd/






adjective




living or lasting a long time.













long-lost

 
/ˈlôNG ˈˌlôst/






adjective




lost or absent for a long time




•
 
a long-lost friend




•
 
his long-lost youth.



















Long March






the epic withdrawal of the Chinese communists from southeastern to northwestern China in 1934–35, over a distance of 6,000 miles (9,600 km). 100,000 people, led by Mao Zedong, left the communist rural base after it was almost destroyed by the Kuomintang; 20,000 people survived the journey.









long meter

 
LM






noun

 — (also 
long measure

 )


1.
 
a metrical pattern for hymns in which the stanzas have four lines with eight syllables each.




2.
 


[Prosody]

 a quatrain of iambic tetrameters with alternate lines rhyming.













Longmont

 
/ˈlôNGˌmänt/






a city in northern Colorado; pop. 85,928 (est. 2008).









longneck

 
/ˈlôNGˌnek, ˈläNG-/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a beer bottle with a long, narrow neck




•
 
he smashed the bottom of his longneck on the bar.



















Long Parliament






the English Parliament that sat from November 1640 to March 1653, was restored for a short time in 1659, and finally voted its own dissolution in 1660. It was summoned by Charles I and sat through the English Civil War and on into the interregnum that followed.









long pig






noun




a translation of a term formerly used in some Pacific Islands for human flesh as food.













long-playing

 
/ˌlôNGˈplāiNG/






adjective




(of a phonograph record) designed to be played at 33⅓ revolutions per minute.













long-range

 
/ˈlôNG ˈˌrānj/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of vehicles or missiles) able to be used or be effective over long distances




•
 
long-range bombers.










2.
 
relating to a period of time that extends far into the future




•
 
long-range forecasts




•
 
long-range plans.



















long-running

 
/ˈlôNG ˈˌrəniNG/






adjective




continuing for a long time




•
 
a long-running dispute




•
 
a long-running soap opera.



















long s






noun




an obsolete form of lower-case s, written or printed as ſ. It was used in initial and medial but not final position in a word and was generally abandoned in English-language printing shortly before 1800.













long-serving






adjective




having held a position for a long time




•
 
a long-serving member of the band




•
 
distinguished and long-serving teachers.




















longship

 
/ˈlôNGˌSHip/






noun




a long, narrow warship, powered by both oar and sail, used by the Vikings and other northern European peoples.













longshore

 
/ˈlôNGˌSHô(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective




existing on, frequenting, or moving along the seashore




•
 
longshore currents.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
along shore

 .





longshore drift






noun




the movement of material along a coast by waves that approach at an angle to the shore but recede directly away from it.














longshoreman

 
/ˈlôNGˌSHôrmən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person employed in a port to load and unload ships.













long shot

 
/ˈlôNG ˌSHät/





I.
 
noun




a venture or guess that has only the slightest chance of succeeding or being accurate




•
 
it's a long shot, but well worth trying.














II.
 
phrases





(not) by a long shot








‹informal›

 (not) by far or at all




•
 
she had not told Tony everything, not by a long shot.























longsighted

 
/ˈlôNGˌsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




British term for farsighted
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
longsightedly






adverb













2.
 
longsightedness

 
/ˈlôNGˌsīdədnes /






noun





















longspur

 
/ˈlôNGˌspər, ˈläNG-/






noun




a mainly Canadian songbird related to the buntings, with brownish plumage and a boldly marked head in the male.

[Genus 
Calcarius

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ): three or four species.]













long-standing

 
/ˈlôNG ˈˌstandiNG /

 
longstanding






adjective




having existed or continued for a long time




•
 
a long-standing tradition.



















Longstreet, James

 
/ˈlôNGˌstrēt/






(1821–1904) Confederate army officer. He was sometimes thought to be overcautious as a commander. He surrendered with Robert E. Lee at Appomattox and recounted his experiences in 
From Manassas to Appomattox

 (1896).









long-suffering

 
/ˈlôNG ˈˌsəf(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing patience in spite of troubles, especially those caused by other people




•
 
his long-suffering wife.














II.
 
derivatives





long-sufferingly






adverb





















long suit






noun



1.
 
(in bridge or whist) a holding of several cards of one suit in a hand, typically 5 or more out of the 13.




2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — an outstanding personal quality or achievement




•
 
tact was not his long suit.



















long tail






noun




(in retail and marketing) used to refer to the large number of products that sell in small quantities, as contrasted with the small number of best-selling products.













long-term

 
/ˈlôNG ˈˌtərm/






adjective




occurring over or relating to a long period of time




•
 
the long-term unemployed




•
 
the long-term effects of smoking.



















longtime

 
/ˈlôNGˌtīm/






adjective




(especially of a person) having had a specified role or identity for a long time




•
 
his longtime friend and colleague.



















long tom






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 a large cannon with a long range.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 a trough for washing gold-bearing deposits.













long-track






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to a race, especially in speed skating, which is held on a long track




•
 
she competed in only three major long-track races in preparation for the Olympics




•
 
the US long-track speed skating team.



















longueur

 
/lôNGˈɡər/





I.
 
noun




a tedious passage in a book or other work




•
 
its brilliant comedy passages do not cancel out the occasional longueurs




•
 
the last act is sometimes marred by longueur.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘length.’





Longview

 
/ˈlôNGˌvyo͞o, ˈläNG-/





I.
 
a city in eastern Texas; pop. 77,211 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a port city in southwestern Washington, on the Cowlitz and Columbia rivers; pop. 36,562 (est. 2008).









long waist





I.
 
noun




a low waist on a dress or a person's body.








II.
 
derivatives





long-waisted






adjective





















long wave

 
/ˈlôNG ˌwāv/






noun



1.
 
a radio wave of a wavelength above one kilometer (and a frequency below 300 kHz)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
long-wave radio.










2.
 
broadcasting using radio waves of 1 to 10 km wavelength




•
 
listening to news radio 
on long wave

 .



















long weekend






noun




a vacation period that includes one or more of the days preceding or following a weekend, in addition to the Saturday and Sunday




•
 
we went to Paris for a long weekend.



















long-winded

 
/ˌlôNGˈwindəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of speech or writing) continuing at length and in a tedious way




•
 
his good wishes were long-winded but sincere.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 capable of doing something for a long time without needing a rest.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
long-windedly






adverb













2.
 
long-windedness

 
/ˌlôNGˈwindidnəs /






noun





















longwise

 
/ˈlôNGˌwīz /

 
longways






adverb




lengthwise




•
 
it has been sliced longwise to show the internal structure.



















loo1


 
/lo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a bathroom or toilet.











– origin

 1940s: many theories have been put forward about the word's origin: one suggests the source is 
Waterloo

 , a trade name for iron cisterns in the early part of the century; the evidence remains inconclusive.





loo2


 
/lo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a gambling card game, popular from the 17th to the 19th centuries, in which a player who fails to win a trick must pay a sum to a pool.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: abbreviation of obsolete 
lanterloo

 , from French 
lanturlu

 , a meaningless song refrain.





looey

 
/ˈlo͞oē /

 
looie






noun






(US)

 
‹military slang›

 short for lieutenant
 .














loofah

 
/ˈlo͞ofə /

 
loofa
 , luffa





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coarse, fibrous cylindrical object used like a bath sponge for washing. It consists of the dried fibrous matter of the fluid-transport system of a marrowlike fruit.




2.
 
the tropical Old World climbing plant of the gourd family that produces these fruits, which are also edible.

[
Luffa cylindrica

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Egyptian Arabic 
lūfa

 , denoting the plant.






look

 
/lo͝ok/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct one's gaze toward someone or something or in a specified direction




•
 
people were 
looking at

 him




•
 
they looked up as he came quietly into the room.










2.
 
(of a building or room) have a view or outlook in a specified direction




•
 
the principal rooms 
look out over

 Nahant Bay.










3.
 
(
look through

 )
 — ignore (someone) by pretending not to see them




•
 
he glanced up once but looked right through me.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 express or show (something) by one's gaze




•
 
Poirot looked a question.










5.
 
(
look something over

 )
 — inspect something quickly with a view to establishing its merits




•
 
they looked over a property on Ryer Avenue.










6.
 
(
look through

 )
 — peruse (a book or other written material)




•
 
we looked through all the books, and this was still the one we liked best.










7.
 
(
look round/around

 )
 — move around (a place or building) in order to view whatever it might contain that is of interest




•
 
he spent the morning and afternoon looking around Cambridge.










8.
 
(
look at/on

 )
 — think of or regard in a specified way




•
 
I look at tennis differently from some coaches.










9.
 
(
look at

 )
 — examine (a matter, especially a problem) and consider what action to take




•
 
a committee is looking at the financing of PBS.










10.
 
(
look into

 )
 — investigate




•
 
the police looked into his business dealings.










11.
 
(
look for

 )
 — attempt to find




•
 
Howard has been looking for you.










12.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — ascertain with a quick glance




•
 
people finishing work don't 
look where

 they're going.










13.
 
have the appearance or give the impression of being




•
 
her father looked unhappy




•
 
the home 
looked like

 a prison




•
 (
-looking

 )
 
a funny-looking guy.










14.
 
(
look like

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 show a likelihood of




•
 
it doesn't look like you'll be moving to Brooklyn.










15.
 
(
look oneself

 )
 — appear one's normal, healthy self




•
 
he just didn't look himself at all.










16.
 
(
look to

 )
 — rely on to do or provide something




•
 
she will look to you for help.










17.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — hope or expect to do something




•
 
universities are looking to expand their intakes.










18.
 


‹archaic›

 take care; make sure




•
 
Look ye obey the masters of the craft.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of directing one's gaze in order to see someone or something




•
 
let me get a closer look.










2.
 
an expression of a feeling or thought by directing one's gaze




•
 
Brenton gave me a funny look.










3.
 
a scrutiny or examination




•
 
the government should be 
taking a look at

 the amount of grant the council receives.










4.
 
the appearance of someone or something, especially as expressing a particular quality




•
 
the bedraggled look of the village.










5.
 
(
looks

 )
 — a person's facial appearance considered aesthetically




•
 
he had charm, 
good looks

 , and an amusing insouciance.










6.
 
a style or fashion




•
 
Italian designers unveiled their latest look.














III.
 
exclamation




used to call attention to what one is going to say




•
 
“Look, this is ridiculous.”














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
look one's age






appear to be as old as one really is.









2.
 
look before you leap








‹proverb›

 one shouldn't act without first considering the possible consequences or dangers.









3.
 
look daggers at






see dagger
 .









4.
 
look down one's nose at






another way of saying look down on
 .









5.
 
look for trouble






see trouble
 .









6.
 
look someone in the eye (or face)






look directly at someone without showing embarrassment, fear, or shame.









7.
 alive) ">
look lively (or alive)






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 move more quickly and energetically




•
 
“Look lively, men!” Charlie shouted.















8.
 
look the other way






deliberately ignore wrongdoing by others




•
 
the authorities simply seem content to look the other way.















9.
 
look sharp






be quick.









10.
 
look small






see small
 .









11.
 
look to the future






consider and plan for what is in the future, rather than worrying about the past or present.









12.
 
look someone up and down






scrutinize someone carefully.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
look after






take care of




•
 
women who stay at home to look after children.















2.
 
look back





a.
 
think of the past




•
 
don't waste time 
looking back on

 things that have caused you distress.










b.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — suffer a setback or interrupted progress




•
 
she launched her own company in 1981 and has never looked back.















3.
 
look down on






regard (someone) with a feeling of superiority.









4.
 
look forward to






await eagerly




•
 
we look forward to seeing you.















5.
 
look in






make a short visit or call




•
 
I will 
look in on

 you tomorrow.















6.
 
look on






watch without getting involved




•
 
Cameron was looking on and making no move to help.















7.
 
look out






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — be vigilant and take notice




•
 
“Look out!” warned Billie, seeing a movement from the room beyond




•
 


look out for

 the early warning signals.















8.
 
look something out








(Brit.)

 search for and produce something




•
 
I've got a catalog somewhere and I'll look it out if you're interested.















9.
 
look up






(of a situation) improve




•
 
things seemed to be looking up at last.















10.
 
look someone up








‹informal›

 make social contact with someone.









11.
 
look something up






search for and find a piece of information in a reference book.









12.
 
look up to






have a great deal of respect for (someone)




•
 
he needed a model, someone to look up to.





















– origin

 Old English 
lōcian

 (verb); related to German dialect 
lugen

 .





look-alike

 
lookalike






noun




a person or thing that closely resembles another, especially someone who looks very similar to a famous person




•
 
an Elvis Presley look-alike.



















look-and-say






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting a method of teaching reading based on the visual recognition of words rather than by the association of sounds and letters.

Compare with phonic
 .













lookbook

 
/ˈlo͝okˌbo͝ok/






noun




a set of photographs displaying a fashion designer's new collection, assembled for marketing purposes.













looker

 
/ˈlo͝okər/






noun



1.
 
a person who looks




•
 
the percentage of lookers who actually buy is pretty low.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person with a specified appearance




•
 
a tough looker is not necessarily a tough fighter.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a very attractive person, especially a woman




•
 
he shook his head in admiration—she was some looker.



















looker-on

 
/ˈlo͝okərˌän/






noun




a person who is a spectator rather than a participant in a situation.













look-in

 
/ˈlo͝ok ˌin/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 a short pass pattern in which the receiver runs diagonally toward the center of the field.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a chance to take part or succeed in something




•
 
they didn't let the other side 
get a look-in

 in the semifinal.



















looking glass

 
/ˈlo͝okiNG ˌɡlas/






noun



1.
 
a mirror




•
 
she stared at her reflection in the looking glass.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — being or involving the opposite of what is normal or expected




•
 
a looking-glass land




•
 
looking-glass logic.



















lookism

 
/ˈlo͝okˌizəm/






noun




construction of a standard for beauty and attractiveness, and judgments made about people on the basis of how well or poorly they meet the standard.













lookit

 
/ˈlo͝okit /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb




phonetic spelling of “look at”




•
 
Hey, lookit that!














II.
 
exclamation




used to draw attention to what one is about to say




•
 
lookit, Pete, this is serious.



















lookout

 
/ˈlo͝okˌout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place from which to keep watch or view landscape.




2.
 
a person stationed to keep watch for danger or trouble




•
 
they acted as lookouts at the post office.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a view over a landscape.




4.
 
(
one's lookout

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's own concern




•
 
everyone's life is his own lookout.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used to indicate whether a likely outcome is good or bad




•
 
“What if he gets sick?” “It's a bad lookout in that case.”














II.
 
phrases





be on the lookout (or keep a lookout) for





a.
 
be alert to (danger or trouble)




•
 
he told them to be on the lookout for dangerous gas.










b.
 
keep searching for (something that is wanted)




•
 
we kept a sharp lookout for animals.























Lookout Mountain

 
/ˌlo͝okout ˈmount(ə)n/






an Appalachian ridge, on the Cumberland Plateau in Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee, near Chattanooga. It was the site of a November 1863 Civil War battle.









look-see

 
/ˈlo͝ok ˌsē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a brief look or inspection




•
 
we are just about to take a little look-see around the hotel.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from, or in imitation of, pidgin English.





lookup

 
/ˈlo͝okˌəp/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the action of or a facility for systematic electronic information retrieval.




2.
 
a facility for lookup




•
 
you need an online dictionary with fast phonetic lookup.



















looky

 
/ˈlo͝okē /

 
lookie






exclamation






‹informal›

 used to draw attention to what one is about to say




•
 
Looky there! You've gone and broken it.



















looky-loo

 
/ˈlo͝okēˌlo͞o /

 
lookie-loo






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who, out of curiosity, lingers around the scene of an accident, etc., or strives to get a look into the private property of others, especially celebrities




•
 
the trespassing looky-loos caused her to build a fence around the front yard.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who seems interested in making a purchase, but whose actual intention is only to browse




•
 
a treat for all the North Shore's looky-loos: the popular Spring Designer Kitchen Tour.




















loom1


 
/lo͞om/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for making fabric by weaving yarn or thread.











– origin

 Old English 
gelōma

 ‘tool,’ shortened to 
lome

 in Middle English.





loom2


 
/lo͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appear as a shadowy form, especially one that is large or threatening




•
 
vehicles loomed out of the darkness.










2.
 
(of an event regarded as ominous or threatening) seem about to happen




•
 
there is a crisis looming




•
 
higher mortgage rates 
loomed large

 last night.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a vague and often exaggerated first appearance of an object seen in darkness or fog, especially at sea




•
 
the loom of the land ahead.










2.
 
the dim reflection by cloud or haze of a light that is not directly visible, e.g., from a lighthouse over the horizon.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Low German or Dutch; compare with East Frisian 
lōmen

 ‘move slowly,’ Middle High German 
lüemen

 ‘be weary.’






loon1


 
/lo͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a silly or foolish person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from loon
 2
 (referring to the bird's actions when escaping from danger), perhaps influenced by loony
 .






loon2


 
/lo͞on/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large diving waterbird with a sleek black or gray head, a straight pointed bill, and short legs set far back under the body. Loons breed by lakes in northern latitudes and have wailing calls.

[Family 
Gaviidae

 and genus 
Gavia

 : five species, including the 
common loon

 (
G. immer

 ) of both Canada and Eurasia.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably by alteration of Shetland dialect 
loom

 , denoting especially a guillemot or a diver, from Old Norse.






loonie

 
/ˌlo͞onē/






noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 a Canadian one-dollar coin, introduced in 1987.














loony

 
/ˈlo͞onē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a crazy or silly person




•
 
she was working with a bunch of loonies.














II.
 
adjective




crazy or silly




•
 
loony drivers.














III.
 
derivatives





looniness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of lunatic
 .






loony bin

 
/ˈlo͞onē bin/






noun






‹informal›

 a home or hospital for people who are mentally ill.













loony tunes

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
looney tunes





I.
 
adjective




crazy; deranged




•
 
this loony tunes conspiracy theory




•
 
the whole deal was loony tunes.














II.
 
noun




crazy or deranged people.











– origin

 1980s: from 
Looney Tunes

 , the name of an animated cartoon series that began in the 1930s, featuring Bugs Bunny and other characters.






loop

 
/lo͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shape produced by a curve that bends around and crosses itself.




2.
 
a length of thread, rope, or similar material, doubled or crossing itself, typically used as a fastening or handle.




3.
 
a curved stroke forming part of a letter (e.g., 
b

 , 
p

 ).




4.
 
(also 
loop-the-loop

 )
 — a maneuver in which an aircraft describes a vertical circle in the air.




5.
 


[Skating]

 a maneuver describing a curve that crosses itself, made on a single edge.




6.
 
(
the Loop

 )
 — informal name for the commercial district in downtown Chicago.




7.
 
a structure, series, or process the end of which is connected to the beginning.




8.
 
an endless strip of tape or film allowing continuous repetition.




9.
 
a complete circuit for an electric current.




10.
 


[Computing]

 a programmed sequence of instructions that is repeated until or while a particular condition is satisfied.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
form (something) into a loop or loops; encircle




•
 
she looped her arms around his neck.










2.
 
follow a course that forms a loop or loops




•
 
the canal loops for two miles through the city.










3.
 
put into or execute a loop of tape, film, or computing instructions




•
 
the program loops back on reaching a RETURN statement.










4.
 
(also 
loop the loop

 )
 — circle an aircraft vertically in the air.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or out of) the loop








‹informal›

 aware (or unaware) of information known to only a privileged few.









2.
 
throw (or knock) someone for a loop








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 surprise or astonish someone; catch someone off guard.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; compare with Scottish Gaelic 
lùb

 ‘loop, bend.’





loop diuretic






noun






[Medicine]

 a powerful diuretic that inhibits resorption of water and sodium from the loop of Henle.














looper

 
/ˈlo͞opər/






noun



1.
 
another term for inchworm
 .




2.
 


[Baseball]

 a fly ball that becomes a hit by dropping out of the reach of the infielders.













loophole

 
/ˈlo͞opˌ(h)ōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ambiguity or inadequacy in the law or a set of rules




•
 
they exploited tax loopholes.










2.
 


‹historical›

 an arrow slit in a wall.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make arrow slits in (a wall or building).











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an arrow slit): from obsolete 
loop

 ‘embrasure’ + hole
 .






loop of Henle

 
/ˌlo͞op əv ˈhenlē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of a kidney tubule that forms a long loop in the medulla of the kidney, from which water and salts are resorbed into the blood.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Friedrich G. J. 
Henle

 (1809–85), German anatomist.





loop stitch





I.
 
noun




a method of sewing or knitting in which each stitch incorporates a free loop of thread for ornament or to give a thick pile.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loop-stitched






adjective













2.
 
loop stitching






noun





















loopy

 
/ˈlo͞opē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 crazy or silly




•
 
the author comes across as a bit loopy.










2.
 
having many loops




•
 
a big, loopy signature.














II.
 
derivatives





loopiness






noun





















Loos, Anita

 
/lo͞os/






(1893–1981) US writer. She wrote stories collected in 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

 (1925) that involved the character Lorelei Lee and that were later adapted for the stage and the screen.










loose

 
/lo͞os/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not firmly or tightly fixed in place; detached or able to be detached




•
 
a loose tooth




•
 
the truck's trailer came loose.










2.
 
not held or tied together; not packaged or placed in a container




•
 
wear your hair loose




•
 
pockets bulging with loose change.










3.
 
(of a person or animal) free from confinement; not bound or tethered




•
 
the bull was loose with cattle in the field




•
 
the tethered horses 
broke loose

 .










4.
 
not strict or exact




•
 
a loose interpretation.










5.
 
not close or compact in structure




•
 
a loose weave




•
 


‹figurative›

 a loose federation of political and industrial groups.










6.
 
(of feces) containing excessive liquid




•
 
many patients report loose bowel movements.










7.
 
(of a garment) not fitting tightly or closely




•
 
she slipped into a loose T-shirt and shorts.










8.
 
relaxed; physically slack




•
 
she swung back into her easy, loose stride.










9.
 
careless and indiscreet in what is said




•
 
there is too much loose talk about the situation.










10.
 


‹dated›

 promiscuous; immoral




•
 
she ran the risk of being called a loose woman.










11.
 
(of the ball or puck in a game) in play but not in any player's possession.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set free; release




•
 
the hounds have been loosed.










2.
 
untie; unfasten




•
 
the ropes were loosed.










3.
 
relax (one's grip)




•
 
he loosed his grip suddenly.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hang (or stay) loose






[often as 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 be relaxed; refrain from taking anything too seriously




•
 
hang loose, baby!















2.
 
on the loose






having escaped from confinement




•
 
a serial killer is on the loose.


















IV.
 
derivatives





looseness

 
/ˈlo͞osnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
loos

 ‘free from bonds,’ from Old Norse 
lauss

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
los

 . / 
usage:

 The adjective 
loose

 , meaning ‘not tight,’ should not be confused with the verb 
loose

 , which means ‘let go’: they loosed the reins and let the horse gallop. This verb in turn should not be confused with the verb 
lose

 , which means ‘be deprived of, fail to keep’: I will lose my keys if I don't mend the hole in my pocket.





loose cannon

 
//






noun




an unpredictable or uncontrolled person who is likely to cause unintentional damage.













loose construction





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a broad interpretation of a statute or document by a court.








II.
 
derivatives





loose constructionist






noun





















loose end





I.
 
noun




a detail not yet settled or explained




•
 
Mark arrived back at his office to tie up any loose ends.














II.
 
phrases





be at loose ends






have nothing specific to do




•
 
he dropped out of school and found himself alone and at loose ends.























loose-fitting

 
/ˌlo͞osˈfidiNG/






adjective




(especially of clothing) not fitting tightly; baggy




•
 
wear loose-fitting, comfortable clothing when traveling.



















loose-jointed






adjective



1.
 
having or characterized by easy, free movement; limber.




2.
 
having loose joints.




3.
 
loosely built, badly put together.













loose-knit

 
/ˌlo͞osˈnit /

 
loosely knit






adjective




connected in a tenuous or ill-defined way; not closely linked




•
 
a loose-knit grouping of independent states.



















loose-leaf

 
/ˈlo͞os ˈˌlēf/






adjective



1.
 
(of a notebook or folder) having each sheet of paper separate and removable.




2.
 
(of tea) sold in a packet or container rather than in individual teabags or sachets




•
 
organic loose-leaf tea.



















loose-limbed






adjective




supple and physically relaxed




•
 
his loose-limbed, athletic body exudes fitness and energy.



















loosely

 
/ˈlo͞oslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not firmly or tightly fixed or held together




•
 
her hair hung loosely over her shoulders




•
 
a bow tied loosely at the collar.










2.
 
in a way that does not fit tightly or closely




•
 
a loosely fitting white shirt




•
 
cover loosely with foil and bake in a preheated oven.










3.
 
in a way that is not close, compact, or solid in structure or formation




•
 
buildings are grouped loosely around a village green




•
 
spinach can be packed loosely in a plastic bag.










4.
 
in a way that is not rigidly organized




•
 
discussions were loosely structured to enhance informality




•
 
a loosely organized group of collectors.










5.
 
in a physically relaxed manner




•
 
he moved loosely from side to side.










6.
 
in a way that is not strict or exact




•
 
the term is interpreted loosely




•
 
the novel is loosely autobiographical.










7.
 
in a careless and indiscreet manner




•
 
you shouldn't speak loosely outside the group.



















loosen

 
/ˈlo͞os(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something tied, fastened, or fixed in place) less tight or firm




•
 
loosen your collar and tie.










2.
 
make more lax




•
 
his main mistake was to loosen monetary policy




•
 (as 
noun

 
loosening

 )
 
a loosening of the benefit rules.










3.
 
relax (one's grip or muscles)




•
 
he loosened his hold so she could pull her arms free.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become relaxed or less tight




•
 
the stiffness in his shoulders had loosened.










5.
 
make (a connection or relationship) less strong




•
 
he wanted to strengthen rather than loosen union links.










6.
 
(with reference to the bowels) make or become relaxed before excretion


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his bowels loosened in terror.














II.
 
phrases





loosen someone's tongue






make someone talk freely.












III.
 
phrasal verbs





loosen up





a.
 
warm up in preparation for an activity




•
 
arrive early to loosen up and hit some practice shots.










b.
 
make or become relaxed




•
 
they taught me to have fun at work and loosen up




•
 (
loosen someone up

 )
 
the beer is loosening him up.


















IV.
 
derivatives





loosener






noun





















loosestrife

 
/ˈlo͞o(s)strīf/





I.
 
noun




any of various tall plants that bear upright spikes of flowers.

[● several plants of the genus 
Lythrum

 (family 
Lythraceae

 ), in particular the 
purple loosestrife

 (
L. salicaria

 ) of the Old World, now well established in North America. ● several yellow-flowered plants of the genus 
Lysimachia

 (family 
Primulaceae

 ), in particular the 
garden loosestrife

 (
L. vulgaris

 ) of Eurasia and North America.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from loose
 + strife
 , taking the Greek name 
lusimakheion

 (actually from 
Lusimakhos

 , the name of its discoverer) to be directly from 
luein

 ‘undo’ + 
makhē

 ‘battle.’





loose tea






noun




dried crushed tea leaves sold in a packet or container rather than in individual tea bags or sachets




•
 
add one tea bag or one teaspoon of loose tea per person to the pot.



















loosey-goosey

 
/ˌlo͞osē ˈɡo͞osē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 relaxed or loose




•
 
other guys can goof around, be all loosey-goosey before a game




•
 
a loosey-goosey interpretation of traditional doctrine.

















– origin

 rhyming formation from the expression 
loose as a goose

 .





loot

 
/lo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
goods, especially private property, taken from an enemy in war.




2.
 
stolen money or valuables




•
 
two men wearing stocking masks, each swinging a bag of loot.










3.
 


‹informal›

 money; wealth




•
 
the thief made off with $5 million in loot.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal goods from (a place), typically during a war or riot




•
 
police confronted the rioters who were looting shops.










2.
 
steal (goods) in a war, riot, etc.




•
 
tons of food aid awaiting distribution had been looted.














III.
 
derivatives





looter

 
/ˈlo͞odər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a verb): from Hindi 
lūṭ

 , from Sanskrit 
luṇṭh-

 ‘rob.’





lop1


 
/läp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off (a branch, limb, or other protrusion) from the main body of a tree




•
 
they 
lopped off

 more branches to save the tree.










2.
 


‹informal›

 remove (something regarded as unnecessary or burdensome)




•
 
it 
lops

 an hour 
off

 commuting time.










3.
 
remove branches from (a tree).








II.
 
noun




branches and twigs lopped off trees.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting branches and twigs of trees).






lop2


 
/läp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 hang loosely or limply; droop




•
 
a stomach that lopped over his belt.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 move in a loping or slouching way




•
 
he lopped toward the plane.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 dawdle.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably symbolic of limpness; compare with lob
 .






lope

 
/lōp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run or move with a long bounding stride




•
 
the dog was loping along by his side




•
 (as 
adj.

 
loping

 )
 
a loping stride.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a long bounding stride




•
 
they set off at a fast lope.

















– origin

 Middle English: variant of Scots 
loup

 , from Old Norse 
hlaupa

 ‘leap.’





lop-eared

 
/ˌläpˈird/






adjective




(of an animal) having ears that droop down by the sides of the head




•
 
a lop-eared mule.



















loperamide

 
/lōˈperəˌmīd/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug of the opiate class that inhibits peristalsis and is used to treat diarrhea.











– origin

 1970s: probably from (
ch)lo(ro-

 ) + (
pi)per(idine

 ) + amide
 .






lopho-





I.
 
combining form






[Zoology]

 crested




•
 
lophodont.

















– origin

 from Greek 
lophos

 ‘crest.’





lophodont

 
/ˈläfəˌdänt, ˈlōfə-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of molar teeth) having transverse ridges on the grinding surfaces, characteristic of some ungulates.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an ungulate) having teeth with transverse ridges on the grinding surfaces.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from lopho-
 ‘crest’ + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





lophophorate

 
/ləˈfäfəˌrāt, ˌlōfəˈfôrˌāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to small aquatic invertebrates belonging to a group of phyla characterized by the possession of lophophores. They include bryozoans, brachiopods, and phoronids.








II.
 
noun




a lophophorate animal.













lophophore

 
/ˈläfəˌfôr, ˈlōfə-/






noun






[Zoology]

 a horseshoe-shaped structure bearing ciliated tentacles around the mouth in certain small marine invertebrates.













Lop Nor

 
/ˌlôp ˈno͝or /

 
Lop Nur






a dried-up salt lake in the arid basin of the Tarim River in northwestern China, used since 1964 for nuclear testing.









loppers

 
/ˈläpərz/






plural noun




a cutting tool, especially for pruning trees




•
 
a good pair of loppers.



















lopsided

 
/ˈläpˌsīdəd ˌläpˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
with one side lower or smaller than the other




•
 
a lopsided grin.










2.
 
disproportionately weighted in favor of one side over another




•
 
a lopsided competition.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lopsidedly

 
/ˈläpˌsīdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
lopsidedness






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from lop
 2
 + side
 + -ed
 1
 .





loq.






verb




abbreviation of loquitur
 .













loquacious

 
/lōˈkwāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




tending to talk a great deal; talkative.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loquaciously

 
/ləˈkwāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
loquaciousness

 
/ləˈkwāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
loquax

 , 
loquac-

 (from 
loqui

 ‘talk’) + -ious
 .





loquacity

 
/lōˈkwasədē/






noun




the quality of talking a great deal; talkativeness




•
 
he was renowned for loquacity.



















loquat

 
/ˈlōˌkwät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small yellow egg-shaped acidic fruit.




2.
 
the evergreen eastern Asian tree of the rose family that bears this fruit, cultivated in subtropical regions both for its fruit and as an ornamental.

[
Eriobotrya japonica

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Chinese dialect 
luh kwat

 ‘rush orange.’






loquitur

 
/ˈläkwitər, ˈlōkwi- /

 
loq.





I.
 
verb




(he or she) speaks (with the speaker's name following, as a stage direction or to inform the reader).











– origin

 Latin, from 
loqui

 ‘talk, speak.’





Lorain

 
/lôˈrān/






a port city in north central Ohio, on Lake Erie, west of Cleveland; pop. 70,239 (est. 2008).









loran

 
/ˈlôrən /

 
Loran





I.
 
noun




a system of long-distance navigation in which position is determined from the intervals between signal pulses received from widely spaced radio transmitters.











– origin

 1940s: from 
lo(ng-)ra(nge) n(avigation)

 .






lorazepam

 
/lôˈrazəˌpam, -ˈrāzə-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a drug of the benzodiazepine group, used especially to treat anxiety.











– origin

 1960s: from (
ch)lor(o-

 ) (as in ‘chlorine’) + 
-azepam

 , on the pattern of words such as 
diazepam

 .






Lorca, Federico García

 
/ˈlôrkə/






(1898–1936), Spanish poet and playwright. His works include 
Gypsy Ballads

 (1928), 
Blood Wedding

 (1933), and 
The House of Bernada Alba

 (1936).










lord

 
/lôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
someone or something having power, authority, or influence; a master or ruler




•
 
lord of the sea




•
 
lords of the jungle




•
 
our lord the king.










2.
 
(in the UK) a man of noble rank or high office; a peer.




3.
 
(
Lord

 )
 — (in the UK) a title given formally to a baron, and less formally to a marquess, earl, or viscount (prefixed to a family or territorial name)




•
 
Lord Derby.










4.
 
(
the Lords

 )
 — (in the UK) the House of Lords, or its members collectively.




5.
 
(
Lord

 )
 — (in the UK) a courtesy title given to a younger son of a duke or marquess (prefixed to a Christian name)




•
 
Lord John Russell.










6.
 
(in the UK) in compound titles of other people of authority




•
 
Lord High Executioner.










7.
 


‹historical›

 a feudal superior, especially the proprietor of a manor house.




8.
 
(
Lord

 )
 — a name for God or Christ




•
 
give thanks to the Lord.














II.
 
exclamation




used in exclamations expressing surprise or worry, or for emphasis




•
 
Lord, I'm cold!














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 confer the title of Lord upon.




2.
 
(
lord it over

 )
 — act in a superior and domineering manner toward (someone).








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
live like a lord






live sumptuously.









2.
 
Lord (God) of hosts






God as Lord over earthly or heavenly armies.









3.
 
lord of the manor






the owner of a manor house (formerly the master of a feudal manor).









4.
 
Lord of Misrule








‹historical›

 a person presiding over Christmas games and revelry in a wealthy household.









5.
 
the Lord's Day






Sunday.









6.
 
the Lord's Prayer






the prayer taught by Jesus to his disciples, beginning “Our Father.”









7.
 
the Lord's Supper






the Eucharist; Holy Communion (especially in Protestant use).









8.
 
My Lord






(in the UK) a polite form of address to judges, bishops, and certain noblemen.









9.
 
Our Lord






Christ.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lordless






adjective













2.
 
lordlike

 
/-ˌlik /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hlāford

 , from 
hlāfweard

 ‘bread-keeper,’ from a Germanic base (see loaf
 1
 , ward
 ). Compare with lady
 .





Lord Chancellor

 
/lôrd ˈCHans(ə)lər /

 
Lord High Chancellor






noun



1.
 
(in the UK) the highest officer of the Crown, responsible for the efficient functioning and independence of the courts, and formerly presiding over the House of Lords, the Chancery Division, or the Court of Appeal.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an officer of state acting as head of the judiciary and administrator of the royal household.













Lord High Admiral

 
/lôrd hī ˈadm(ə)rəl/






a title of the British monarch, originally the title of an officer who governed the Royal Navy and had jurisdiction over maritime causes.









lordling

 
/ˈlôrdliNG/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a minor lord.













lordly

 
/ˈlôrdlē/





I.
 
adjective




of, characteristic of, or suitable for a lord




•
 
lordly titles




•
 
they were putting on lordly airs.














II.
 
derivatives





lordliness

 
/ˈlôrdlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlāfordlic

 (see lord
 , -ly
 1
 ).





lord mayor






noun




the title of the mayor in London and some other large British cities.














lordosis

 
/lôrˈdōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 excessive inward curvature of the spine.

Compare with kyphosis
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a posture assumed by some female mammals during mating, in which the back is arched downward.








II.
 
derivatives





lordotic

 
/-ˈdätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
lordōsis

 , from 
lordos

 ‘bent backward.’






lords-and-ladies

 
/ˌlôrdzənˈlādēz/






noun




another term for cuckoopint
 .













lordship

 
/ˈlôrdˌSHip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
supreme power or rule




•
 
his 
lordship over

 the other gods.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the authority or state of being a lord.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of land or territory belonging to or under the jurisdiction of a lord




•
 
lands including the lordship of Denbigh.










4.
 
(
His/Your

 , etc., 
Lordship

 )
 — in the UK, a respectful form of reference or address to a judge, a bishop, or a man with a title




•
 
if Your Lordship pleases.

















– origin

 Old English 
hlāfordscipe

 (see lord
 , -ship
 ).





Lords spiritual

 
/lôrdz ˈspiriCH(əw)əl/






plural noun




the bishops in the House of Lords.













Lords temporal

 
/lôrdz ˈtemp(ə)rəl/






plural noun




the members of the House of Lords other than the bishops.













Lordy

 
/ˈlôrdē/






exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express surprise or dismay




•
 
Lordy! Whatever happened?




















lore1


 
/lôr/





I.
 
noun




a body of traditions and knowledge on a subject or held by a particular group, typically passed from person to person by word of mouth




•
 
the jinns of Arabian lore




•
 
baseball lore.

















– origin

 Old English 
lār

 ‘instruction,’ of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
leer

 , German 
Lehre

 , also to learn
 .





lore2


 
/lôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the surface on each side of a bird's head between the eye and the upper base of the beak, or between the eye and nostril in snakes.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
lorum

 ‘strap.’





Loren, Sophia

 
/ləˈren/






(1934–), Italian actress; born 
Sofia Scicolone

 . She starred in both Italian and US movies, including 
The Millionairess

 (1960), 
Marriage Italian Style

 (1964), 
Two Women

 (1961), 
Arabesque

 (1966) and 
Grumpier Old Men

 (1995).










Lorentz, Hendrik

 
/ˈlôrənts/






(1853–1928), Dutch theoretical physicist; full name 
Hendrik Antoon Lorentz

 . He worked on the forces affecting electrons and realized that electrons and cathode rays were the same thing. Nobel Prize for Physics (1902), shared with 
Pieter Zeeman

 (1865–1943).










Lorentz contraction






noun






[Physics]

 the shortening of a moving body in the direction of its motion, especially at speeds close to that of light.













Lorentz force






noun






[Physics]

 the force that is exerted by a magnetic field on a moving electric charge.













Lorentz transformation






noun






[Physics]

 the set of equations that, in Einstein's special theory of relativity, relate the space and time coordinates of one frame of reference to those of another.













Lorenz, Konrad

 
/ˈlôrənz, -rents/






(1903–89), Austrian zoologist; full name 
Konrad Zacharias Lorenz

 . He pioneered the science of ethology, emphasizing innate rather than learned behavior or conditioned reflexes. Notable works: 
King Solomon's Ring

 (1952) and 
On Aggression

 (1966). Nobel Prize for Physics (1973), shared with Karl von Frisch and Nikolaas Tinbergen.









Lorenz attractor





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a strange attractor in the form of a two-lobed figure formed by a trajectory that spirals around the two lobes, passing randomly between them.











– origin

 1970s: named after Edward N. 
Lorenz

 (1917–2008), American meteorologist.





Lorenz curve





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 a graph on which the cumulative percentage of total national income (or some other variable) is plotted against the cumulative percentage of the corresponding population (ranked in increasing size of share). The extent to which the curve sags below a straight diagonal line indicates the degree of inequality of distribution.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Max O. 
Lorenz

 , the American statistician who devised the curve.






Lorenzo de' Medici

 
/ləˈrenzō də ˈmediCHē, lôˈrentsō/






(1449–92), Italian statesman and scholar. A patron of the arts and humanist learning, he supported Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo, among others.









lorgnette

 
/lôrnˈyet /

 
lorgnettes





I.
 
noun




a pair of glasses or opera glasses held in front of a person's eyes by a long handle at one side.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
lorgner

 ‘to squint.’





lorica

 
/ləˈrīkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a Roman corselet or cuirass of leather.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the rigid case or shell of some rotifers and protozoans.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘breastplate.’





loricate

 
/ˈlôrəˌkāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) having a protective covering of plates or scales.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 having a lorica.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
loricatus

 , from 
lorica

 ‘breastplate,’ from 
lorum

 ‘strap.’





Loricifera

 
/ˌlôriˈsifərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a minor phylum of minute marine invertebrates (genus 
Nanaloricus

 ), resembling rotifers and living in gravel.




II.
 
derivatives





loriciferan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
lorica

 ‘breastplate’ + 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’





lorikeet

 
/ˈlôrəˌkēt/





I.
 
noun




a small bird of the lory family, found chiefly in New Guinea.

[
Charmosyna

 and other genera, family 
Loridae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ): several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: diminutive of lory
 , on the pattern of 
parakeet

 .





loris

 
/ˈlôrəs/





I.
 
noun




a small, slow-moving nocturnal primate with a short or absent tail, living in dense vegetation in southern Asia.

[Genera 
Loris

 and 
Nycticebus

 , family 
Lorisidae

 , suborder 
Prosimii

 : the 
slender loris

 (
L. tardigradus

 ) of southern India and Sri Lanka, and the 
slow loris

 (genus 
Nycticebus

 , two species) of Southeast Asia.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, perhaps from obsolete Dutch 
loeris

 ‘clown.’





lorn

 
/lôrn/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 lonely and abandoned; forlorn.











– origin

 Middle English: past participle of obsolete 
lese

 from Old English 
lēosan

 ‘lose.’





Lorrain, Claude






see Claude Lorrain
 .









Lorraine

 
/ləˈrān/





I.
 
a region of northeastern France, between Champagne and the Vosges mountains. The modern region corresponds to the southern part of the medieval kingdom of Lorraine, which extended from the North Sea to Italy.







– origin

 from Latin 
Lotharingia

 , from 
Lothair

 , the name of a king (825–869).






Lorraine cross






noun




a cross with one vertical and two horizontal bars. It was the symbol of Joan of Arc, and in World War II it was adopted by the Free French forces of General de Gaulle.













Lorre, Peter

 
/ˈlôrē/






(1904–64), US actor, born in Hungary; born 
Laszlo Lowenstein

 . He was known for the sinister roles he played, as in 
M

 (1931), 
The Maltese Falcon

 (1941), and 
The Raven

 (1963). He also portrayed Mr. Moto, a Japanese detective, in eight movies (1937–39).









lorry

 
/ˈlôrē ˈlärē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a large, heavy motor vehicle for transporting goods or troops; a truck.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from the given name 
Laurie

 .






lory

 
/ˈlôrē/





I.
 
noun




a small Australasian and Southeast Asian parrot with a brush-tipped tongue for feeding on nectar and pollen, having mainly green plumage with patches of bright color.

[Family 
Loridae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ): several genera and species, e.g., the brightly colored 
rainbow lory

 or 
rainbow lorikeet

 (
Trichoglossus haematodus

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Malay 
lūrī

 .





LOS






abbreviation



1.
 
law of the sea.




2.
 
length of stay.




3.
 
line of scrimmage.




4.
 
line of sight.




5.
 
loss of signal.













Los Alamos

 
/lôs ˈaləˌmōs, läs/






a town in northern New Mexico; pop. 11,909 (2000). It is a center for nuclear research.









Los Angeleno

 
/lôs ˌanjəˈlēnō, läs/






noun




variant of Angeleno
 .













Los Angeles

 
/lôs ˈanjələs/






a city on the Pacific coast of southern California; pop. 3,833,995 (est. 2008). It is a major center of industry, filmmaking, and television.










lose

 
/lo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be deprived of or cease to have or retain (something)




•
 
I've lost my appetite




•
 
Linda was very upset about losing her job




•
 
the company may find itself losing customers to cheaper rivals.










2.
 
cause (someone) to fail to gain or retain (something)




•
 
you lost me my appointment at the university.










3.
 
be deprived of (a close relative or friend) through their death or as a result of the breaking off of a relationship




•
 
she lost her husband in the fire.










4.
 
(of a pregnant woman) miscarry (a baby) or suffer the death of (a baby) during childbirth.




5.
 
(
be lost

 )
 — be destroyed or killed, especially through accident or as a result of military action




•
 
a fishing disaster in which 19 local men were lost.










6.
 
decrease in (body weight); undergo a reduction of (a specified amount of weight)




•
 
she couldn't eat and began to lose weight.










7.
 
waste or fail to take advantage of (time or an opportunity)




•
 
they lost every chance to score in the first inning




•
 
he 
lost no time in

 attacking his opponent's tax proposals.










8.
 
(of a watch or clock) become slow by (a specified amount of time)




•
 
this clock will neither gain nor lose a second.










9.
 
(
lose it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 lose control of one's temper or emotions




•
 
in the end I completely lost it—I was screaming at them.










10.
 
become unable to find (something or someone)




•
 
I've lost the car keys.










11.
 
cease or become unable to follow (the right route)




•
 
the clouds came down, and we lost the path.










12.
 
evade or shake off (a pursuer)




•
 
he came after me waving his revolver, but I easily lost him.










13.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 get rid of (an undesirable person or thing)




•
 
lose that creep!










14.
 


‹informal›

 cause (someone) to be unable to follow an argument or explanation




•
 
sorry, Tim, you've lost me there.










15.
 
(
lose oneself in/be lost in

 )
 — be or become deeply absorbed in (something)




•
 
he had been lost in thought.










16.
 
fail to win (a game or contest)




•
 
the Bears lost the final game of the series




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they lost by one vote




•
 (as 
adj.

 
losing

 )
 
the losing side.










17.
 
cause (someone) to fail to win (a game or contest)




•
 
that shot lost him the championship.










18.
 
earn less (money) than one is spending or has spent




•
 
the paper is losing $500,000 a month




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he lost heavily on box-office flops.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have nothing to lose






be in a situation that is so bad that even if an action or undertaking is unsuccessful, it cannot make it any worse.









2.
 
lose heart






become discouraged.









3.
 
lose one's heart to






see heart
 .









4.
 
lose height






(of an aircraft) descend to a lower level in flight.









5.
 
lose one's mind (or one's marbles)








‹informal›

 go insane.









6.
 
lose sleep






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — worry about something




•
 
no one is losing any sleep over what he thinks of us.















7.
 
lose one's (or the) way





a.
 
become lost; fail to reach one's destination.




b.
 
no longer have a clear idea of one's purpose or motivation in an activity or business




•
 
the company has lost its way and should pull out of general insurance.















8.
 
you can't lose






used to express the conviction that someone must inevitably profit from an action or undertaking




•
 
we're offering them for only $5.00—you can't lose!


















III.
 
phrasal verbs





lose out





a.
 
be deprived of an opportunity to do or obtain something; be disadvantaged




•
 
youngsters who were 
losing out on

 regular schooling.










b.
 
be beaten in competition or replaced by




•
 
they were disappointed at losing out to Chicago in the playoffs.





















– origin

 Old English 
losian

 ‘perish, destroy,’ also ‘become unable to find,’ from 
los

 ‘loss.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at loose
 .





losel

 
/ˈlōzəl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a worthless person.








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 good-for-nothing; worthless.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from 
los-

 , stem of obsolete 
lese

 ‘lose,’ + -el.





loser

 
/ˈlo͞ozər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that loses or has lost something, especially a game or contest.




2.
 
a person who accepts defeat with good or bad grace, as specified




•
 
we won fair and square—they should concede that and be good losers.










3.
 
a person or thing that is put at a disadvantage by a particular situation or course of action




•
 
children are the losers when politicians keep fiddling around with education.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a person who fails frequently or is generally unsuccessful in life




•
 
a ragtag community of rejects and losers.










5.
 


[Bridge]

 a card that is expected to be part of a losing trick.













Los Gatos

 
/lôs ˈɡadəs/






a city in north central California, southwest of San Jose; pop. 29,320 (est. 2008).









losing battle






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a struggle that seems certain to end in failure




•
 
the police force is fighting a losing battle against a rising tide of crime.



















losingest

 
/ˈlo͞oziNGist/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 losing more often than others of its kind; least successful.













loss

 
/lôs läs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or process of losing something or someone




•
 
avoiding loss of time




•
 
funding cuts will lead to job losses.










2.
 
an amount of money lost by a business or organization




•
 
insurance can protect you against financial loss




•
 
we have incurred huge losses




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
loss-making industries.










3.
 
the state or feeling of grief when deprived of someone or something of value




•
 
I feel a terrible sense of loss.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that is badly missed when lost




•
 
he will be 
a

 great 
loss to

 many people.










5.
 


[Physics]

 a reduction of power within or among circuits, measured as a ratio of power input to power output.








II.
 
phrases





at a loss





a.
 
puzzled or uncertain what to think, say, or do


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she became popular, and was at a loss to know why




•
 
he was 
at a loss for

 words.










b.
 
making less money than is spent buying, operating, or producing something




•
 
a railroad running at a loss.





















– origin

 Old English 
los

 ‘destruction,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
los

 ‘breaking up of the ranks of an army’ and loose
 ; later probably a back-formation from 
lost

 , past participle of lose
 .





loss-leader

 
/ˈlôs ˌlēdər/






noun




a product sold at a loss to attract customers.













lossless

 
/ˈlôsləs, ˈläs-/






adjective



1.
 
having or involving no dissipation of electrical or electromagnetic energy.




2.
 


[Computing]

 of or relating to data compression without loss of information.













loss-making

 
//





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a business) losing money, rather than making a profit.




•
 
subsidies to loss-making industries.














II.
 
derivatives





loss-maker






noun





















loss ratio






noun




the ratio of the claims paid by an insurer to the premiums earned, usually for a one-year period.













lossy

 
/ˈlôsē, ˈläsē/






adjective



1.
 
having or involving the dissipation of electrical or electromagnetic energy.




2.
 


[Computing]

 of or relating to data compression in which unnecessary information is discarded.













lost

 
/lôst läst/





I.
 
past and past participle of lose
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to find one's way; not knowing one's whereabouts




•
 
Help! We're lost!




•
 
they 
got lost

 in the fog.










2.
 
unable to be found




•
 
he turned up with my lost golf clubs.










3.
 
(of a person) very confused or insecure or in great difficulties




•
 
she stood there clutching a drink, feeling completely lost




•
 
I'd 
be lost without

 her.










4.
 
denoting something that has been taken away or cannot be recovered




•
 
if only one could recapture one's lost youth!










5.
 
(of time or an opportunity) not used advantageously; wasted




•
 
the decision meant a lost opportunity to create 200 jobs.










6.
 
having perished or been destroyed




•
 
a memorial to the lost crewmen.










7.
 
(of a game or contest) in which a defeat has been sustained




•
 
the lost election of 1994.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all is not lost






used to suggest that there is still some chance of success or recovery.









2.
 
be lost for words






be so surprised, confused, or upset that one cannot think what to say.









3.
 
be lost on






fail to influence or be noticed or appreciated by (someone)




•
 
the significance of his remarks was not lost on Scott.















4.
 
be lost to






be no longer affected by or accessible to




•
 
once a vital member of the community, he is now lost to the world.















5.
 
get lost






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go away (used as an expression of anger or impatience)




•
 
Why don't you leave me alone? Go on, get lost!















6.
 
give someone up for lost






stop expecting that a missing person will be found alive.









7.
 
make up for lost time






do something faster or more often in order to compensate for not having done it quickly or often enough before.

















lost-and-found

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where lost items are kept to await reclaiming by their owners.













lost cause






noun




a person or thing that can no longer hope to succeed or be changed for the better.













lost generation





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the generation reaching maturity during and just after World War I, a high proportion of whose men were killed during those years.




2.
 
an unfulfilled generation coming to maturity during a period of instability.











– origin

 phrase applied by Gertrude Stein to disillusioned young American writers, such as Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Ezra Pound, who went to live in Paris in the 1920s.






Lost Tribes

 
Ten Lost Tribes of Israel






the ten tribes of Israel taken away 
c.

 720 
BC

 by Sargon II to captivity in Assyria, from which they are believed never to have returned while the tribes of Benjamin and Judah remained.

See also Tribes of Israel
 .










lost wax






noun




a method of bronze casting using a clay core and a wax coating placed in a mold. The wax is melted in the mold and drained out, and bronze poured into the space left, producing a hollow bronze figure when the core is discarded.

Also called cire perdue
 .














lot

 
/lät/





I.
 
pronoun

 — (
a lot

 or 
lots

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a large number or amount; a great deal




•
 
there are 
a lot of

 actors in the cast




•
 
they took 
a lot of

 abuse




•
 
a lot can happen in eight months




•
 
we had 
lots of

 fun.










2.
 
(
the lot

 or 
the whole lot

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the whole number or quantity that is involved or implied




•
 
you might as well take the whole lot.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
a lot

 or 
lots

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a great deal; much




•
 
my life is a lot better now




•
 
he played tennis a lot last year




•
 
thanks a lot




•
 
I feel 
a whole lot

 better.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a particular group, collection, or set of people or things




•
 
it's just one lot of rich people stealing from another.










2.
 
a group or a person of a particular kind (generally used in a derogatory or dismissive way)




•
 
an inefficient lot, our town council




•
 
he was known as a bad lot




•
 


you lot

 think you're clever, don't you?










3.
 
an article or set of articles for sale at an auction




•
 
nineteen lots failed to sell




•
 
the picture is lot 16.










4.
 
one of a set of objects such as straws, stones, or pieces of paper that are randomly selected as part of a decision-making process




•
 
they 
drew lots

 to determine the order in which they asked questions.










5.
 
the making of a decision by random selection




•
 
officers were elected rather than selected 
by lot

 .










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the choice resulting from a decision made by random selection




•
 
eventually the lot fell on the king's daughter.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's luck or condition in life, particularly as determined by fate or destiny




•
 
plans to improve the lot of the disadvantaged.










8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a plot of land assigned for sale or for a particular use




•
 
a vacant lot




•
 
a fenced-off back lot.










9.
 
short for parking lot
 .




10.
 
an area of land near a television or movie studio where outside filming may be done.




11.
 
the area at a car dealership where cars for sale are kept.








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (items) into lots for sale at an auction




•
 
the contents have already been lotted up, and the auction takes place on Monday.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
all over the lot








(US)

 
‹informal›

 in a state of confusion or disorganization.









2.
 
fall to someone's lot






become someone's task or responsibility




•
 
they accepted the burden of domestic responsibilities that fell to their lot.















3.
 
throw in one's lot with






decide to ally oneself closely with and share the fate of (a person or group).















– origin

 Old English 
hlot

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lot

 , German 
Los

 . The original meanings were 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun and (by extension) the sense ‘a portion assigned to someone’; the latter gave rise to the other noun senses. The pronoun and adverb uses date from the early 19th cent. / 
usage:

 
1

 The expressions 
a lot of

 and 
lots of

 are used before nouns to mean ‘a large number or amount of.’ In common with other words denoting quantities, 
lot

 itself does not normally function as a head noun, meaning that it does not itself determine whether the following verb is singular or plural. Thus, although 
lot

 is singular in a lot of people, the verb that follows is not singular. In this case, the word 
people

 acts as the head noun and, being plural, ensures that the following verb is also plural: a lot of people 
were

 assembled (not a lot of people 
was

 assembled). See also usage at number
 . 
2

 
A lot of

 and 
lots of

 are very common in speech and writing, but they still have a distinctly informal feel and are generally not considered acceptable for formal English, where alternatives such as 
many

 or 
a large number

 are used instead. 
3

 Written as one word, 
alot

 is incorrect, although not uncommon.





Lot1


 
/lät/






a river in southern France that flows 300 miles (480 km) west to meet the Garonne River southeast of Bordeaux.









Lot2







(in the Bible) the nephew of Abraham, who was allowed to escape from the destruction of Sodom. His wife, who disobeyed orders and looked back, was turned into a pillar of salt.









lota

 
/ˈlōdə/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a round water pot, typically of polished brass.











– origin

 from Hindi 
loṭā

 .





Lothario

 
/ləˈTHerēō ləˈTHärēˌō lōˈTHerēō lōˈTHärēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a man who behaves selfishly and irresponsibly in his sexual relationships with women.











– origin

 from a character in Rowe's 
Fair Penitent

 (1703).






loti

 
/ˈlōdē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Lesotho, equal to 100 lisente.











– origin

 Sesotho.






lotic

 
/ˈlōdik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of organisms or habitats) inhabiting or situated in rapidly moving fresh water.

Compare with lentic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
lotus

 ‘washing’ + -ic
 .





lotion

 
/ˈlōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a thick, smooth liquid preparation designed to be applied to the skin for medicinal or cosmetic purposes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
lotio(n-)

 , from 
lot-

 ‘washed,’ from the verb 
lavare

 .





lotsa

 
/ˈlätsə/





I.
 
contraction






‹informal›

 lots of




•
 
I wish them lotsa luck




•
 
he's got lotsa money.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.(as 
lotser

 ): representing a non-standard pronunciation.





lotta

 
/ˈlädə /

 

‹informal›







contraction




lots of (representing nonstandard use)




•
 
I saw a lotta courage out there, and a lotta hard work.



















lottery

 
/ˈlädərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a means of raising money by selling numbered tickets and giving prizes to the holders of numbers drawn at random.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a process or thing whose success or outcome is governed by chance




•
 
the lottery of life.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Dutch 
loterij

 , from 
lot

 ‘lot.’





lotto

 
/ˈlädō/





I.
 
noun




a lottery game similar to bingo.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian.





Lotto, Lorenzo

 
/ˈlätō/






(
c.

 1480–1556), Italian painter. He painted religious subjects as well as a number of notable portraits.










lotus

 
/ˈlōdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of large water lilies, in particular

[● a lily of Asia and northern Australia, typically with dark pink or white-and-pink flowers (
Nelumbo nucifera

 , family 
Nelumbonaceae

 ). ● a yellow-flowered North American lily with bowl-shaped leaves (
Nelumbo lutea

 , family 
Nelumbonaceae

 ). ● a lily regarded as sacred in ancient Egypt (the white-flowered 
Nymphaea lotus

 and the blue-flowered 
N. caerulea

 , family 
Nymphaeaceae

 ).]




2.
 
(in Greek mythology) a legendary plant whose fruit induces a dreamy forgetfulness and an unwillingness to depart.




3.
 
the flower of the sacred lotus as a symbol in Asian art and religion.




4.
 
short for lotus position
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a type of clover or trefoil, described by Homer as food for horses): via Latin from Greek 
lōtos

 , of Semitic origin. The term was used by classical writers to denote various trees and plants; the legendary plant (
sense

 2) mentioned by Homer was thought by later Greek writers to be 
Ziziphus lotus

 , a relative of the jujube.





lotus-eater

 
/ˈlōdəsˌēdər/





I.
 
noun




a person who spends time indulging in pleasure and luxury rather than dealing with practical concerns.








II.
 
derivatives





lotus-eating






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the people in Homer's 
Odyssey

 who lived on the fruit of the lotus, which was said to cause a dreamy forgetfulness in those who ate it.





lotusland

 
/ˈlōdəsˌland/






noun




a place or state concerned solely with, or providing, idle pleasure and luxury




•
 
a lush lotusland where you can shed your inhibitions.




















lotus position

 
/ˈlōdəs pəˌziSHən/






noun




a cross-legged position for meditation, with the feet resting on the thighs.













Lotus Sutra

 
/ˌlōdəs ˈso͞otrə/






noun






[Buddhism]

 one of the most important texts in Mahayana Buddhism, significant particularly in China and Japan and given special veneration by the Nichiren sect.













louche

 
/lo͞oSH/





I.
 
adjective




disreputable or sordid in a rakish or appealing way




•
 
the louche world of the theater.














II.
 
derivatives





loucheness






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘squinting.’






loud

 
/loud/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
producing or capable of producing much noise; easily audible




•
 
they were kept awake by loud music




•
 
she had a loud voice.










2.
 
strong or emphatic in expression




•
 
there were loud protests from the lumber barons.










3.
 
vulgarly obtrusive; flashy




•
 
a man in a loud checked suit.














II.
 
adverb




with a great deal of volume




•
 
they shouted as loud as they could.














III.
 
phrases





out loud






aloud; audibly




•
 
she laughed out loud.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
louden

 
/ˈloudn /






verb













2.
 
loudness

 
/ˈloudnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hlūd

 ; related to Dutch 
luid

 , German 
laut

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘hear,’ shared by Greek 
kluein

 ‘hear,’ 
klutos

 ‘famous’ and Latin 
cluere

 ‘be famous.’





loudhailer

 
/ˌloudˈhālər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for bullhorn
 .













loudly

 
/ˈloudlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that produces much noise




•
 
he laughed loudly




•
 
the crowd loudly booed the decision.










2.
 
in a strong or emphatic manner




•
 
they loudly complain about the lack of jobs.










3.
 
in a vulgarly obtrusive manner; flashily




•
 
philanderers given to dressing loudly.



















loudmouth

 
/ˈloudˌmouTH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who tends to talk too much in an offensive or tactless way.








II.
 
derivatives





loudmouthed

 
/ˈloudˌmouT͟Hd /

 
loud-mouthed






adjective






















loudspeaker

 
/ˈloudˌspēkər/






noun




an apparatus that converts electrical impulses into sound, typically as part of a public address system or stereo equipment.













Louganis, Greg

 
/lo͞oˈɡānis/






(1960–), US diver; full name 
Gregory Efthimios Louganis

 . He won two gold medals each at the 1984 and 1988 Olympic Games.










Lou Gehrig's disease

 
/ˌlo͞o ˈɡeriɡz diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




another term for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
 .











– origin

 1940s: named after H. L. 
Gehrig

 (see Gehrig, Lou
 ), who died from it.





lough

 
/läk/





I.
 
noun




Anglo-Irish spelling of loch
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Irish 
loch

 . The spelling 
lough

 survived in Ireland, but the pronunciation was replaced by that of the Irish word.





louis

 
/ˈlo͞oē ˈlo͞owis /

 
louis d'or





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gold coin issued in France between 1640 and 1793.




2.
 
another term for napoleon
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 from 
Louis

 , the name of many kings of France.






Louis

 
/ˈlo͞oē/





I.
 
the name of 18 kings of France.




II.
 


Louis I

 (778–840), son of Charlemagne; king of the West Franks and Holy Roman Emperor 814–840.




III.
 


Louis II

 (846–879), reigned 877–879.




IV.
 


Louis III

 (863–882), son of Louis II; reigned 879–882.




V.
 


Louis IV

 (921–954), reigned 936–954.




VI.
 


Louis V

 (967–987), reigned 979–987.




VII.
 


Louis VI

 (1081–1137), reigned 1108–37.




VIII.
 


Louis VII

 (1120–80), reigned 1137–80.




IX.
 


Louis VIII

 (1187–1226), reigned 1223–26.




X.
 


Louis IX

 (1214–70), son of Louis VIII; reigned 1226–70; canonized as 
St. Louis

 . He conducted two unsuccessful crusades, dying of plague in Tunis during the second. Feast day, August 25.




XI.
 


Louis X

 (1289–1316), reigned 1314–16.




XII.
 


Louis XI

 (1423–83), son of Charles VII; reigned 1461–83. He continued his father's work in laying the foundations of a united France ruled by an absolute monarchy.




XIII.
 


Louis XII

 (1462–1515), reigned 1498–1515.




XIV.
 


Louis XIII

 (1601–43), son of Henry IV of France; reigned 1610–43. During his minority the country was ruled by his mother Marie de Médicis. From 1624, he was heavily influenced in policymaking by his chief minister Cardinal Richelieu.




XV.
 


Louis XIV

 (1638–1715), son of Louis XIII; reigned 1643–1715; known as 
the Sun King

 . His reign represented the high point of the Bourbon dynasty and of French power in Europe. His almost constant wars of expansion united Europe against him, however, and gravely weakened France's financial position.




XVI.
 


Louis XV

 (1710–74), great-grandson and successor of Louis XIV; reigned 1715–74. He led France into the Seven Years War (1756–63).




XVII.
 


Louis XVI

 (1754–93), grandson and successor of Louis XV; reigned 1774–92. His minor concessions and reforms in the face of the emerging French Revolution proved disastrous. As the revolution became more extreme, he was executed with his wife, Marie Antoinette, and the monarchy was abolished.




XVIII.
 


Louis XVII

 (1785–95), son of Louis XVI; titular king who died in prison during the revolution.




XIX.
 


Louis XVIII

 (1755–1824), brother of Louis XVI; reigned 1814–24. After his nephew Louis XVII's death, he became titular king in exile until the fall of Napoleon in 1814, when he returned to Paris on the summons of Talleyrand and was officially restored to the throne.









Louis, Joe

 
/ˈlo͞o-is/






(1914–81), US heavyweight boxing champion; born 
Joseph Louis Barrow

 ; known as the 
Brown Bomber

 . He was heavyweight champion of the world 1937–49, defending his title 25 times during that period.









Louis, St.






, Louis IX of France (see Louis
 ).










Louis I

 
/ˈlo͞o-is, ˈlo͞o-ē/






(1326–82), king of Hungary 1342–82 and of Poland 1370–82; known as 
Louis the Great

 . Under his rule, Hungary became a powerful state; he fought two successful wars against Venice (1357–58; 1378–81), and the rulers of Serbia, Wallachia, Moldavia, and Bulgaria became his vassals.










Louisiana

 
/ˌlo͞owēzēˈanə/





I.
 
a state in the southern US, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 4,410,796 (est. 2008); capital, Baton Rouge; statehood, Apr. 30, 1812 (18). It was sold by the French to the US as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.







– origin

 named in honor of 
Louis

 XIV.





Louisiana French






noun




French as spoken in Louisiana, especially by the descendants of the original French settlers; Cajun.













Louisianan

 
/ˌlo͞owēzēˈanən /

 
Louisianian





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Louisiana or its inhabitants




•
 
Louisianan soul food.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Louisiana




•
 
a Louisianan who had been loyal to the Southern cause.



















Louisiana Purchase






the territory sold by France to the US in 1803, comprising the western part of the Mississippi valley and including the modern state of Louisiana. The area had been explored by France, ceded to Spain in 1762, and returned to France in 1800.









Louis Philippe

 
/ˌlo͞oē fēˈlēp/






(1773–1850), king of France 1830–48. After the restoration of the Bourbons, he was made king, replacing 
Charles X

 . His regime was eventually overthrown.









Louis the Great






, Louis I of Hungary (see Louis I
 ).









Louisville

 
/ˈlo͞oēˌvil, ˈlo͞owəvəl/






an industrial city and river port in northern Kentucky, on the Ohio River just south of the border with Indiana; since a 2003 merger, is part of Louisville–Jefferson County; consolidated pop. 713,877 (est. 2008). It is the site of the annual Kentucky Derby.










lounge

 
/lounj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lie, sit, or stand in a relaxed or lazy way




•
 
several students were lounging about reading papers.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a public room, as in a hotel, theater, or club, in which to sit and relax.




2.
 
a spacious area in an airport with seats for waiting passengers




•
 
the departure lounge.










3.
 
short for cocktail lounge
 .




4.
 
a couch or sofa, especially a backless one having a headrest at one end.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘move indolently’): perhaps symbolic of slow movement. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 19th cent.





loungecore

 
/ˈlounjkôr/






noun




songs from the 1960s and 1970s, including easy listening music, orchestral versions of rock songs, and television or movie theme songs.













lounge lizard

 
/ˈlounj ˌlizərd/






noun






‹informal›

 an idle person who spends time in lounges and nightclubs.













lounger

 
/ˈlounjər/






noun



1.
 
a person spending their time lazily or in a relaxed way.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for chaise longue
 .













lounge room






noun






(Austral.)

 a room in a house for general everyday use; a living room.













lounge suit

 
/ˈlounj ˌs(y)o͞ot/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a man's business suit.













loungewear

 
/ˈloun(d)ZHwer/






noun




casual, comfortable clothing suitable for wearing at home.













loupe

 
/lo͞op/





I.
 
noun




a small magnifying glass used by jewelers and watchmakers.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French.





Lourdes

 
/lo͝o(ə)rd/






a town in southwestern France, at the foot of the Pyrenees; pop. 15,698 (2006). It has been a major place of Roman Catholic pilgrimage since 1858 when a young peasant girl, Marie Bernarde Soubirous (St. Bernadette), claimed to have had a series of visions of the Virgin Mary.










Lourenço Marques

 
/ləˌrensō ˌmärˈkes/






former name, until 1976, of Maputo
 .










louse

 
/lous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 lice )
 — a small, wingless, parasitic insect that lives on the skin of mammals and birds.

[● an insect with piercing mouthparts, found only on mammals (order 
Anoplura

 or 
Siphunculata

 ). See also body louse
 , head louse
 ● an insect with a large head and jaws, found chiefly on birds (order 
Mallophaga

 ).]




2.
 
used in names of small invertebrates that parasitize aquatic animals or infest plants, e.g., 
fish louse

 .




3.
 
(
pl.

 louses)
 — 

‹informal›

 a contemptible or unpleasant person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
louse something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 spoil or ruin something




•
 
he loused up my promotion chances.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 remove lice from.











– origin

 Old English 
lūs

 , (plural) 
lȳs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
luis

 , German 
Laus

 .





louse fly






noun




a flattened bloodsucking fly that may have reduced or absent wings and typically spends much of its life on one individual of the host species.

[Family 
Hippoboscidae

 : several genera.]













lousewort

 
/ˈlousˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a partially parasitic herbaceous plant of the figwort family, typically favoring damp habitats. It is native to both Eurasia and North America and was formerly reputed to harbor lice.

[Genus 
Pedicularis

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, including 
wood betony

 (
P. canadensis

 ) and 
swamp lousewort

 (
P. lanceolata

 ).]













lousy

 
/ˈlouzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 very poor or bad; disgusting




•
 
the service is usually lousy




•
 
lousy weather.










2.
 
ill; in poor physical condition




•
 
she felt lousy.










3.
 
infested with lice.




4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
lousy with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 teeming with (something regarded as bad or undesirable)




•
 
the town is lousy with tourists.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lousily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
lousiness

 
/ˈlouzēnəs /






noun





















lout

 
/lout/





I.
 
noun




an uncouth or aggressive man or boy




•
 
drunken louts.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from archaic 
lout

 ‘to bow down,’ of Germanic origin.





Louth

 
/louT͟H, louTH/






a county of the Republic of Ireland, on the eastern coast in the province of Leinster; county town, Dundalk.









loutish

 
/ˈloudiSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man or boy) uncouth and aggressive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
loutishly

 
/ˈloudiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
loutishness

 
/ˈloudiSHnəs /






noun





















louvar

 
/ˈlo͞ovär/





I.
 
noun




a large, brightly colored fish with a distinctive high forehead. It lives in warm open seas, feeding on jellyfishes and comb jellies.

[
Luvarus imperialis

 , the only member of the family 
Luvaridae

 .]











– origin

 alteration of Latin name.





louver

 
/ˈlo͞ovər /

 
louvre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a set of angled slats or flat strips fixed or hung at regular intervals in a door, shutter, or screen to allow air or light to pass through.




2.
 
a domed structure on a roof, with side openings for ventilation.








II.
 
derivatives





louvered

 
/ˈlo͞ovərd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
lover

 , 
lovier

 ‘skylight,’ probably of Germanic origin and related to lodge
 .





Louvre

 
/ˈlo͞ov(rə)/






the principal museum and art gallery of France, in Paris, housed in the former royal palace built by Francis I. The Louvre holds the Mona Lisa and the Venus de Milo.









lovable

 
/ˈləvəb(ə)l /

 
loveable





I.
 
adjective




inspiring or deserving love or affection.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lovability

 
/ˌləvəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
lovableness

 
/ˈləvəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
lovably

 
/ˈləvəblē /






adverb





















lovage

 
/ˈləvij/





I.
 
noun




a large, edible, white-flowered plant of the parsley family.

[Several species in the family 
Umbelliferae

 , in particular a Mediterranean herb (
Levisticum officinale

 ), which is chiefly used for flavoring liqueurs.]











– origin

 Middle English 
loveache

 , alteration (as if from love
 + obsolete 
ache

 ‘parsley’) of Old French 
luvesche

 , 
levesche

 , via late Latin 
levisticum

 from Latin 
ligusticum

 , neuter of 
ligusticus

 ‘Ligurian.’





lovat

 
/ˈləvət/





I.
 
noun




a muted green color used especially in tweed and woolen garments.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Lovat

 , a place name in Highland Scotland.






love

 
/ləv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an intense feeling of deep affection




•
 
babies fill parents with intense feelings of love




•
 
their 
love for

 their country.










2.
 
a deep romantic or sexual attachment to someone




•
 
it was love at first sight




•
 
they were both 
in love with

 her




•
 
we were slowly 
falling in love

 .










3.
 
(
Love

 )
 — a personified figure of love, often represented as Cupid.




4.
 
a great interest and pleasure in something




•
 
his 
love for

 football




•
 
we share a 
love of

 music.










5.
 
affectionate greetings conveyed to someone on one's behalf.




6.
 
a formula for ending an affectionate letter




•
 
take care, lots of love, Judy.










7.
 
a person or thing that one loves




•
 
she was 
the love of his life






•
 
their two great loves are tobacco and whiskey.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a friendly form of address




•
 
it's all right, love.










9.
 
(
a love

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express affectionate approval for someone




•
 
don't fret, there's a love.










10.
 
(in tennis, squash, and some other sports) a score of zero; nil




•
 
love fifteen




•
 
he was down two sets to love.







[apparently from the phrase 
play for love

 (i.e., the love of the game, not for money); folk etymology has connected the word with French 
l'oeuf

 ‘egg,’ from the resemblance in shape between an egg and a zero.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel a deep romantic or sexual attachment to (someone)




•
 
do you love me?










2.
 
like very much; find pleasure in




•
 
I'd love a cup of tea, thanks




•
 
I just love dancing




•
 (
-loving

 )
 
a fun-loving girl.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for love






for pleasure not profit




•
 
he played 
for the love of

 the game.















2.
 
for the love of God






used to express annoyance, surprise, or urgent pleading




•
 
for the love of God, get me out of here!















3.
 
for the love of Mike








‹informal›

 used to accompany an exasperated request or to express dismay.









4.
 
love me, love my dog








‹proverb›

 if you love someone, you must accept everything about them, even their faults or weaknesses.









5.
 
the love that dare not speak its name





a.
 
an allusive term for homosexuality.

[first appearing in 
‘Two Loves’

 , a poem by the British author Lord Alfred Douglas (1870–1945), the phrase is popularly associated with Oscar Wilde as a result of its use during his trial for homosexual offences in 1895.]




b.
 
used to refer to a preference or practice reɡarded as unacceptable or taboo




•
 
a fondness for nuclear power was the love that dare not speak its name among green campaigners.















6.
 
make love





a.
 
have sexual intercourse.




b.
 
(
make love to

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 pay amorous attention to (someone).









7.
 
not for love or money








‹informal›

 not for any inducement or in any circumstances




•
 
they'll not return for love or money.















8.
 
there's no (or little or not much) love lost between






there is mutual dislike between (two or more people mentioned).












IV.
 
derivatives





loveworthy

 
/-ˌwərT͟Hē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lufu

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
lubhyati

 ‘desires,’ Latin 
libet

 ‘it is pleasing,’ 
libido

 ‘desire,’ also by leave
 2
 and lief
 .





love affair

 
/ˈləv əˌfe(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a romantic or sexual relationship between two people, especially one that is outside marriage.




2.
 
an intense enthusiasm or liking for something




•
 
the great American love affair with the automobile.



















love apple






noun




an old-fashioned term for a tomato.













love beads






noun




a necklace of small beads, especially as worn by hippies in the 1960s as a symbol of peace and goodwill.













lovebird

 
/ˈləvˌbərd/






noun



1.
 
a very small African and Madagascan parrot with mainly green plumage and typically a red or black face, noted for the affectionate behavior of mated birds.

[Genus 
Agapornis

 , family 
Psittacidae

 : several species.]




2.
 
(
lovebirds

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an openly affectionate couple.













love bite

 
/ləv bīt/






noun




a temporary red mark on a person's skin caused by a lover biting or sucking it as a sexual act; a hickey.













Love Canal

 
/ˈləv kəˌnal/






a section of Niagara Falls in New York that was evacuated after 1970s exposure that chemical wastes were buried in its residential neighborhood. It has been partially reoccupied.









love child

 
/ˈləv ˌCHīld/






noun






‹dated›

 a child born to parents who are not married to each other.













love feast

 
/ˈləv ˌfēst/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a feast in token of fellowship among early Christians; an agape.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a religious service or gathering imitating this, especially among early Methodists.













love game






noun




(in tennis and similar sports) a game in which the loser makes no score.













love handles

 
/ləv ˈhandlz/






plural noun






‹informal›

 deposits of excess fat at the sides of a person's waistline.













love-hate

 
/ˌləvˈhāt/






adjective




(of a relationship) characterized by ambivalent feelings of love and hate felt by one or each of two or more parties.













love-in

 
/ˈləv ˌin/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a gathering or party at which people are encouraged to express feelings of friendship and physical attraction, associated with the hippies of the 1960s.











– origin

 1960s: originally with reference to Californian hippie gatherings.





love-in-a-mist

 
/ˌləvənəˈmist/






noun




a Mediterranean plant of the buttercup family that bears blue flowers surrounded by delicate threadlike green bracts, giving a hazy appearance to the flowers.

[
Nigella damascena

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













love-in-idleness

 
/ˌləvinˈīdlnəs/






noun




another term for heartsease
 .













love interest

 
/ləv ˈint(ə)rəst/






noun



1.
 
a theme or subsidiary plot in a story or film in which the main element is the affection of lovers.




2.
 
an actor whose role is chiefly concerned with this.














Lovelace, Ada

 
/ˈləvlās/






Countess of Lovelace (1815–52), English mathematician; full name 
Augusta Ada King Lovelace

 . The daughter of Lord Byron, she worked with Charles Babbage on his “analytical engine,” a mechanical computer. The Ada standardized computer language was named for her in 1980.









Lovelace, Richard

 
/ˈləvlās/






(1618–57), English poet. A Royalist, he was imprisoned in 1642, when he probably wrote 
“To Althea, from Prison.”











Loveland

 
/ˈləvlənd/






a city in north central Colorado, between Denver and Fort Collins; pop. 65,587 (est. 2008).









loveless

 
/ˈləvləs/





I.
 
adjective




having no feelings of love




•
 
a young wife trapped in a loveless marriage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lovelessly

 
/ˈləvləslē /






adverb













2.
 
lovelessness






noun





















love-lies-bleeding

 
/ˌləvˌlīzˈblēdiNG/






noun




a South American plant with long, drooping tassels of crimson flowers. Cultivated today as an ornamental, it was formerly an important cereal-type crop in the Andes.

[
Amaranthus caudatus

 , family 
Amaranthaceae

 .]













love life

 
/ˈləv ˌlīf/






noun




the area of a person's life concerning their relationships with lovers.













loveliness

 
/ˈləvlēnis/






noun




the quality of being very beautiful or attractive




•
 
I was enthralled with the sheer loveliness of the setting




•
 
she was a vision of loveliness.



















lovelock

 
/ˈləvläk/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a curl of hair worn on the temple or forehead




•
 
men wore frills and finery and let their hair grow into long lovelocks.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from love
 + lock
 2
 .





love lock

 
/ˈləvläk/





I.
 
noun




a padlock attached to a bridge by a couple as a symbol of their commitment to each other




•
 
we put our love lock on the bridge next to the Louvre.

















– origin

 1990s: from love and lock1
 .





Lovelock, James

 
/ˈləvläk, -lək/






(1919–), English scientist; full name 
James Ephraim Lovelock

 . He is best known for the Gaia hypothesis, first presented by him in 1972 and discussed in several popular books, including 
Gaia

 (1979).









lovelorn

 
/ˈləvˌlôrn/






adjective




unhappy because of unrequited love.













lovely

 
/ˈləvlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exquisitely beautiful




•
 
you have lovely eyes




•
 
lovely views.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very pleasant or enjoyable; delightful




•
 
we've had a lovely day




•
 
she's a lovely person.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a glamorous woman or girl




•
 
a bevy of rock lovelies.














III.
 
derivatives





lovelily

 
/-ləlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
luflic

 (see love
 , -ly
 1
 ).





lovemaking

 
/ˈləvˌmākiNG/






noun



1.
 
sexual activity between lovers, especially sexual intercourse.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 courtship.













love match

 
/ˈləv ˌmaCH/






noun




a marriage based on the mutual love of the couple rather than social or financial considerations.













love nest

 
/ˈləv ˌnest/






noun






‹informal›

 a place where two lovers spend time together, especially in secret.













lover

 
/ˈləvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person having a sexual or romantic relationship with someone, often outside marriage.




2.
 
a person who likes or enjoys something specified




•
 
he was a great lover of cats




•
 
music lovers.














II.
 
derivatives





loverless






adjective





















lover boy






noun






‹informal›

 (often used as a form of address) a sexually attractive young male lover




•
 
anything you say, lover boy.



















lovers' rock






noun




a gentle, melodic style of reggae incorporating elements of soul and usually featuring lyrics with a romantic theme.













love seat

 
/ˈləv ˌsēt/






noun




a small sofa for two people, in the past designed in an S-shape so that the couple could face each other.













lovesick

 
/ˈləvˌsik/





I.
 
adjective




in love, or missing the person one loves, so much that one is unable to act normally




•
 
a lovesick teenager.














II.
 
derivatives





lovesickness

 
/ˈləvˌsiknəs /






noun





















lovesome

 
/ˈləvsəm/






adjective






‹literary›

 lovely or lovable.













love-struck






adjective




experiencing intense feelings of romantic love for someone; besotted or infatuated




•
 
the love-struck couple plans to walk down the aisle early next year




•
 
she felt more like a love-struck teenager than a 42-year-old woman with a responsible job.



















love vine






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(W. Indian)

 the dodder, which is sometimes used medicinally and in herbal lore as a love charm.













loveware

 
/ˈləvwer/






noun






‹informal›

 computer software that is distributed freely, with the developer asking for the users to think kindly of the developer or of a dedicatee in lieu of payment.













lovey

 
/ˈləvē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used as an affectionate form of address




•
 
Ruth, lovey, are you there?














II.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 short for lovey-dovey
 .














lovey-dovey

 
/ˌləvēˈdəvē/






adjective






‹informal›

 very affectionate or romantic, especially excessively so




•
 
a lovey-dovey couple.



















loving

 
/ˈləviNG/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing love or great care




•
 
a kind and loving father.














II.
 
noun




the demonstration of love or great care.








III.
 
derivatives





lovingness






noun





















loving cup

 
/ˈləviNG ˌkəp/






noun




a large two-handled cup, passed around at banquets for each guest to drink from in turn.













lovingkindness

 
/ˌləviNGˈkīn(d)nis/





I.
 
noun




tenderness and consideration toward others.











– origin

 from usage in Coverdale's translation of the Psalms.





lovingly

 
/ˈləviNGlē/






adverb




with love or great care




•
 
they smile lovingly at each other




•
 
a lovingly restored building.




















low1


 
/lō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of less than average height from top to bottom or to the top from the ground




•
 
the school is a long, low building




•
 
a low table.










2.
 
situated not far above the ground, the horizon, or sea level




•
 
the sun was low in the sky.










3.
 
located at or near the bottom of something




•
 
low back pain




•
 
there were stunted trees 
low down

 on the ridge.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitched ball) below a certain level, such as the batter's knees, as it comes across home plate, and thus outside the strike zone.




5.
 
(of a river or lake) below the usual water level; shallow.




6.
 
(of latitude) near the equator.




7.
 
(of women's clothing) cut so as to reveal the neck and the upper part of the breasts




•
 
the low neckline of her blouse




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a low-cut black dress.










8.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) pronounced with the tongue held low in the mouth; open.




9.
 
(of a sound or voice) not loud or high




•
 
his low, husky voice




•
 
they were told to keep the volume very low.










10.
 
below average in amount, extent, or intensity; small




•
 
bringing up children on a low income




•
 
shops with low levels of staff and service




•
 
cook over low heat.










11.
 
(of a substance or food) containing smaller quantities than usual of a specified ingredient




•
 
vegetables are 
low in

 calories




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
low-fat spreads.










12.
 
(of a supply) small or reduced in quantity




•
 
food and ammunition were 
running low

 .










13.
 
having a small or reduced quantity of a supply




•
 
they were 
low on

 fuel.










14.
 
ranking below other people or things in importance or class




•
 
jobs with low status




•
 
training will be given low priority.










15.
 
(of art or culture) considered to be inferior in quality and refinement




•
 
the dual traditions of high and low art.










16.
 
less good than is expected or desired; inferior




•
 
the standard of living is low.










17.
 
unscrupulous or dishonest




•
 
practice a little low cunning




•
 
low tricks.










18.
 
(of an opinion) unfavorable




•
 
he had a low opinion of himself.










19.
 
depressed or lacking in energy




•
 
I was feeling low.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a low point, level or figure




•
 
his popularity ratings are at an all-time low.










2.
 
a particularly bad or difficult moment




•
 
the highs and lows of an actor's life.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a state of depression or low spirits.




4.
 
an area of low atmospheric pressure; a depression.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or into a low position or state




•
 
she pressed on, bent low to protect her face.










2.
 
in a low voice or at a low pitch




•
 
we were talking low so we wouldn't wake Dean.














IV.
 
phrases





the lowest of the low






the people regarded as the most immoral or socially inferior of all.












V.
 
derivatives





lowness

 
/ˈlōnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
lágr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
laag

 , also to lie
 1
 .





low2


 
/lō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cow) make a characteristic deep sound


(as 
noun

 
lowing

 )


•
 
the lowing of cattle.














II.
 
noun




a sound made by cattle; a moo.











– origin

 Old English 
hlōwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
loeien

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
clamare

 ‘to shout.’





Low, Juliette Gordon

 
/lō/






(1860–1927) US youth leader. She founded the Girl Scouts of America in 1912, first calling them Girl Guides as they were known in England.









lowball

 
/ˈlōˌbôl /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




(of an estimate, bid, etc.) deceptively or unrealistically low.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer a deceptively or unrealistically low estimate, bid, etc. to




•
 
are you being lowballed by someone who hopes to make money on extras later?














III.
 
derivatives





lowballing






noun





















low beam






noun




an automobile headlight providing short-range illumination, used on lit roads and when visible to oncoming traffic.













low blow






noun



1.
 


[Boxing]

 an illegal blow that strikes below an opponent's waist




•
 
the referee hadn't seen the low blow and declined to call a timeout.










2.
 


[Boxing]

 an unfair or unsportsmanlike comment




•
 
his mockery of Elizabeth's work seemed like a low blow.



















low-born

 
/ˈlō ˈˌbôrn/






adjective




born to a family that has a low social status.













lowboy

 
/ˈlōboi/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a low chest or table with drawers and short legs.

Compare with highboy
 .













lowbred

 
/ˈlōˌbred/






adjective




characterized by coarse behavior or vulgar breeding.













lowbrow

 
/ˈlōˌbrou/





I.
 
adjective




not highly intellectual or cultured




•
 
lowbrow tabloids.














II.
 
noun




a lowbrow person.













low-budget

 
/ˌlōˈbəjət/






adjective



1.
 
made with a small amount of money




•
 
a fan of low-budget horror flicks.










2.
 
suitable for someone with a restricted amount of money




•
 
the area is famous for low-budget hotels.



















low-cal






adjective






‹informal›

 short for low-calorie
 :




•
 
a refreshing and low-cal cocktail




•
 
a low-cal diet.




















low-calorie

 
/ˌlōˈkal(ə)rē/






adjective




denoting or relating to food or a diet that is low or relatively low in calories




•
 
a new low-calorie yogurt




•
 
most veggies are low-calorie and very filling




•
 
a low-calorie diet.




















low-carb

 
lo-carb






adjective




low in carbohydrates.














Low Church

 
/ˈlō ˈˌCHərCH/





I.
 
adjective




of or adhering to a tradition within the Anglican Church (and some other denominations) that is Protestant in outlook and gives relatively little emphasis to ritual, sacraments, and the authority of the clergy.

Compare with High Church
 , Broad Church
 .








II.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the principles or adherents of the Low Church.








III.
 
derivatives





Low Churchman






noun





















low-class

 
/ˈlō ˈˌklas/






adjective




of a low or inferior standard, quality, or social class




•
 
low-class places of amusement.




















low comedy

 
/ˌlō ˈkämədē/






noun




comedy in which the subject and the treatment border on farce.













low-cost

 
/ˌlōˈkôst/






adjective




relatively inexpensive; cheap




•
 
a low-cost airline.



















Low Countries

 
/ˈlō ˌkəntrēz/






the region of northwestern Europe that includes the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg.









low-cut

 
/ˌlōˈkət/






adjective




(of women's clothing) having a neckline that exposes the neck and the upper part of the breasts




•
 
a low-cut evening dress.



















low-density






adjective




having a low concentration.














low-density lipoprotein

 
LDL






noun




the form of lipoprotein in which cholesterol is transported in the blood.













lowdown

 
/ˈlōdoun /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




mean and unfair




•
 
dirty lowdown tricks.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the lowdown

 )


1.
 
the true facts or relevant information about something




•
 
get the lowdown on the sit-in.



















Lowell

 
/ˈlōəl/






a city in northeastern Massachusetts, on the Concord and Merrimack rivers, developed after 1822 as a planned industrial community based on textile manufacturing; pop. 103,615 (est. 2008).









Lowell, Amy






(1874–1925), US poet; full name 
Amy Lawrence Lowell

 . She is known for her polyphonic prose and sensuous imagery. Notable works: 
A Critical Fable

 (1922) and 
What's O'Clock

 (1925).









Lowell, James Russell






(1819–91), US poet and critic. His works include the satirical 
Biglow Papers

 (1848 and 1867) and volumes of essays including 
Among My Books

 (1870) and 
My Study Window

 (1871).









Lowell, Percival






(1855–1916), US astronomer. He inferred the existence of a ninth planet beyond Neptune. When it was eventually discovered in 1930, it was given the name Pluto, with a symbol that also included his initials. He was the brother of poet Amy Lowell.









Lowell, Robert






(1917–77), US poet; full name 
Robert Traill Spence Lowell

 . His poetry, often describing his manic depression, is notable for its intense confessional nature and for its complex imagery. Notable works: 
Lord Weary's Castle

 (1946), 
Life Studies

 (1959), and 
The Dolphin

 (1973).









low-end

 
/ˈlō ˌend/






adjective




denoting the cheaper products of a range, especially of audio or computer equipment.













lower1


 
/ˈlō(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
comparative of low
 1
 .




2.
 
less high




•
 
the lower levels of the building




•
 
managers lower down the hierarchy.










3.
 
(of an animal or plant) showing relatively primitive or simple characteristics.




4.
 
(often 
Lower

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 
[Archaeology]

 denoting an older (and hence usually deeper) part of a stratigraphic division or archaeological deposit or the period in which it was formed or deposited




•
 
Lower Cretaceous




•
 
Lower Paleolithic.










5.
 
(in place names) situated on less high land or to the south or toward the sea




•
 
the sweatshops of the Lower East Side.














II.
 
adverb




in or into a lower position




•
 
the sun sank lower.














III.
 
derivatives





lowermost

 
/ˈlōrˌmōst /






adjective





















lower2


 
/ˈlō(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (someone or something) in a downward direction




•
 
he watched the coffin being lowered into the ground.










2.
 
make or become less in amount, intensity, or degree


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
traffic speeds must be lowered




•
 
she lowered her voice to a whisper




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
temperatures lowered.










3.
 
(
lower oneself

 )
 — behave in a way that is perceived as unworthy or debased.








II.
 
phrases





lower the boom on





a.
 


‹informal›

 treat or reprimand (someone) severely.




b.
 
put a stop to (an activity)




•
 
let's lower the boom on high-level corruption.























lower3


 
/ˈlou(ə)r /

 
lour





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look angry or sullen; frown




•
 
the lofty statue lowers at patients in the infirmary.










2.
 
(of the sky, weather, or landscape) look dark and threatening


(as 
adj.

 
lowering

 )


•
 
a day of lowering clouds.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a scowl.




2.
 
a dark and gloomy appearance of the sky, weather or landscape.








III.
 
derivatives





loweringly

 
/ˈlouriNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.






lower animals

 
/ˌlōər ˈanəməlz/






plural noun




animals of relatively simple or primitive characteristics as contrasted with humans or with more advanced animals such as mammals or vertebrates.














Lower California






another name for Baja California
 .









Lower Canada






the mainly French-speaking region of Canada around the lower St. Lawrence River, in what is now southern Quebec.









lowercase

 
/ˈlōərˌkās /

 
lower case





I.
 
noun




small letters as opposed to capital letters (uppercase)




•
 
the name may be typed in lowercase




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
lowercase letters.

















– origin

 referring originally to the lower of two cases of type positioned on an angled stand for use by a compositor (see uppercase
 ).





lower chamber

 
/ˌlō(ə)r ˈCHāmbər/






noun




another term for lower house
 .













lower class

 
/ˌlōər ˈklas/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the social group that has the lowest status; the working class.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the lower class




•
 
a lower-class area.



















lower court

 
/ˌlōər ˈkôrt/






noun






[Law]

 a court whose decisions may be overruled by another court on appeal.













lower criticism

 
/ˌlōər ˈkridəsizəm/






noun






‹dated›

 another term for textual criticism
 (esp. as applied to the Bible, in contrast to higher criticism
 ).













lower deck

 
/ˌlōər ˈdek/






noun




the deck of a ship situated immediately above the hold.













Lower East Side






a district of southeastern Manhattan in New York City, noted as home to immigrants from the 1880s through the early 20th century.









Lower Forty-eight (States)






a term for the 48 contiguous US states, excluding Alaska and Hawaii.










lower house

 
/ˌlōər ˈhous/






noun



1.
 
the larger of two sections of a bicameral legislature or parliament, typically with elected members and having the primary responsibility for legislation.




2.
 
(
the Lower House

 )
 — (in the UK) the House of Commons.













lower-level






adjective




at or of a level that is lower in position or status




•
 
keep all lower-level windows tightly closed




•
 
preparatory talks were held between lower-level officials.



















Lower Merion

 
/ˌlōər ˈmerēən/






a township in southeastern Pennsylvania that contains many suburban communities northwest of Philadelphia; pop. 57,203 (est. 2008).









lower middle class





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the social group between the working class and the middle class




•
 
a rising member of the lower middle class.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the lower middle class




•
 
a lower-middle-class background.



















lower orders

 
/ˌlōər ˈôrdərz/






plural noun






‹dated›

 the lower classes of society.













lower plants

 
/ˌlōər ˈplants/






plural noun




plants of relatively simple or primitive characteristics, especially those that are not vascular plants, i.e., algae, mosses, liverworts, and sometimes fungi.













lower-ranking






adjective




having an inferior rank or position in a particular hierarchy




•
 
lower-ranking union officials.



















lower regions

 
/ˌlōər ˈrējənz/






plural noun






‹archaic›

 hell or the underworld.














Lower Saxony






a state of northwestern Germany; capital, Hanover. It corresponds to the northwestern part of the former kingdom of Saxony.

German name Niedersachsen
 .









lower school

 
/ˈlōər ˌsko͞ol/






noun




the section of a larger school that educates younger students, especially those below the fifth grade.














lowest common denominator

 
/ˈˌlōəst ˌkämən dəˈnäməˌnādər/






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the lowest common multiple of the denominators of several fractions.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
‹derogatory›

 the level of the least discriminating audience or consumer group




•
 
they were accused of pandering to the lowest common denominator of public taste.




















lowest common multiple

 
LCM






noun






[Mathematics]

 the lowest quantity that is a multiple of two or more given quantities (e.g., 12 is the lowest common multiple of 2, 3, and 4).













low-fat

 
/ˌlōˈfat/






adjective




denoting or relating to food or a diet that is low or relatively low in fat, especially saturated fat




•
 
if you have a sweet tooth, opt for things like fruit and low-fat yogurt




•
 
they switched to a low-fat diet.



















low-flying

 
/ˌlōˈflīiNG/






adjective




flying at a low altitude




•
 
a low-flying aircraft could be heard.



















low frequency






noun




(in radio) 30–300 kilohertz.













low gear






noun




a gear that causes a wheeled vehicle to move slowly, because of a low ratio between the speed of the wheels and that of the mechanism driving them.














Low German

 
/ˈlō ˈˌjərmən/






noun




a vernacular language spoken in much of northern Germany, more closely related to Dutch than to standard German.

Also called Plattdeutsch
 .













low-grade

 
/ˈlō ˌɡrād/






adjective



1.
 
of low quality or strength




•
 
low-grade steel




•
 
low-grade fuels.










2.
 
at a low level in a salary or employment structure




•
 
low-grade clerical jobs.










3.
 
(of a medical condition) of a less serious kind; minor




•
 
a low-grade fever.



















low-hanging fruit






noun






‹informal›

 a thing or person that can be won, obtained, or persuaded with little effort




•
 
we know mining our own customer base is low-hanging fruit.



















low-heeled

 
/ˌlōˈhēld/






adjective




(of shoes) having low heels




•
 
wear low-heeled shoes with nonslip soles.



















low-impact

 
/ˌlōˈimpakt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting exercises, typically aerobics, designed to put little or no harmful stress on the body.




2.
 
(of an activity, industry, or product) affecting or altering the environment as little as possible.













low-key

 
/ˈlō ˈˌkē /

 
low-keyed






adjective



1.
 
not elaborate, showy, or intensive; modest or restrained




•
 
their wedding was a very quiet, low-key affair




•
 
a simple, low-keyed style.










2.
 


[Art]

 
[Photography]

 having a predominance of dark or muted tones.













lowland

 
/ˈlōlənd ˈlōˌland/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
lowlands

 )


1.
 
low-lying country




•
 
economic power gravitated toward the lowlands




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
lowland farming.










2.
 
(
the Lowlands

 )
 — the region of Scotland lying south and east of the Highlands.








II.
 
derivatives





lowlander

 
/ˈlōləndər ˈlōˌlandər /

 
Lowlander






noun





















Low Latin

 
/ˈlō ˈˌlatn/






noun




medieval and later forms of Latin.













low latitudes






plural noun




regions near the equator.













low-level

 
/ˈlō ˈˌlevəl/






adjective



1.
 
situated relatively near or below ground level




•
 
low-level flying was banned.










2.
 
of or showing a small degree of some measurable quantity, for example radioactivity




•
 
the dumping of low-level waste.










3.
 
of relatively little importance, scope, or prominence; basic




•
 
opportunities to progress beyond low-level jobs.










4.
 


[Computing]

 of or relating to programming languages or operations that are relatively close to machine code in form.













lowlife

 
/ˈlōlīf /

 
low life





I.
 
noun




people or activities characterized as being disreputable and often criminal




•
 
crackheads, loafers, and general nineties low life.














II.
 
derivatives





lowlifer






noun





















lowlight

 
/ˈlōlīt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a particularly disappointing or dull event or feature.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally in the nautical sense ‘a less elevated lighthouse or beacon’): from low
 1
 , suggested by highlight
 . The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





lowly

 
/ˈlōlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
low in status or importance; humble




•
 
she was too good for her lowly position.










2.
 
(of an organism) primitive or simple.








II.
 
adverb




to a low degree; in a low manner




•
 
lowly paid workers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lowlily

 
/ˈlōləˌlē /






adverb













2.
 
lowliness

 
/ˈlōlēnəs /






noun





















low-lying

 
/ˈlō ˈˌlīiNG/






adjective




at low altitude above sea level




•
 
flooding problems in low-lying areas.



















low-maintenance






adjective



1.
 
requiring little work to keep in good condition




•
 
low-maintenance lawns.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) not demanding a great deal of attention; independent.













Low Mass

 
/lō ˈmas/






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) formerly, a Mass with no music and a minimum of ceremony.













low-minded

 
/ˌlōˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




vulgar or sordid in mind or character.








II.
 
derivatives





low-mindedness

 
/ˌlōˈmīndədnəs /






noun





















low-necked

 
/ˌlōˈnekt/






adjective




(of a dress or garment) cut so as to leave the neck and shoulders exposed; décolleté.













lowpass

 
/ˈlōpas/






adjective






[Electronics]

 (of a filter) transmitting all frequencies below a certain value.













low-pitched

 
/ˈlō ˈˌpiCHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a sound or voice) deep or relatively quiet.




2.
 
(of a roof) having only a slight slope.













low post






noun






[Basketball]

 an offensive position on the court close to the basket.













low-pressure

 
//





I.
 
noun




a condition of the atmosphere in which the pressure is below average (e.g., in a depression).




•
 
areas of low pressure almost always bring rain.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a large low-pressure system south of Bermuda.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving a small or limited degree of physical force




•
 
a low-pressure nozzle is recommended.










2.
 
involving a low level of activity or exertion; nonstressful




•
 
her low-pressure style of teaching.










3.
 
(of a salesperson or sales pitch) employing a low degree of coercion




•
 
a seminar in low-pressure sales tactics.



















low-priced

 
/ˌlōˈprīst /

 
low-price






adjective



1.
 
not costing a great deal; inexpensive




•
 
low-priced goods.










2.
 
offering inexpensive goods or services




•
 
a low-priced supermarket




•
 
the competition of low-price airlines.



















low profile





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a position of avoiding or not attracting much attention or publicity




•
 
he's not the sort of politician to 
keep a low profile

 .














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
avoiding attention or publicity




•
 
a low-profile campaign.










2.
 
(of an object) lower or slimmer than is usual for objects of its type.




3.
 
(of a motor vehicle tire) of smaller diameter and greater width than usual, for high-performance use.













low-quality

 
/ˌlōˈkwälədē/






adjective




of poor or inferior quality




•
 
cheap, low-quality ingredients.



















low-ranking






adjective




having a low rank or position in a particular hierarchy




•
 
low-ranking police officers.



















low-rent

 
//






adjective



1.
 
(of a property) costing relatively little to rent




•
 
a low-rent apartment.










2.
 


‹informal›

 having little prestige; inferior or shoddy




•
 
low-rent reality shows.



















low-res

 
/lōˈrez/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a display or an image) showing a small amount of detail.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: from 
low-resolution

 .





low-resolution

 
/ˌlōrezəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/






adjective



1.
 


[Computing]

 of or relating to a visual output device, such as a CRT or a printer, whose images are not sharply defined.




2.
 


[Computing]

 of or relating to an image that lacks sharp focus or fine detail.













lowrider

 
/ˈlōˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a customized vehicle with hydraulic jacks that allow the chassis to be lowered nearly to the road.








II.
 
derivatives





lowriding

 
/-ˌrīdiNG /






noun





















low-rise

 
/ˈlōrīz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building) having few stories




•
 
low-rise apartment blocks.










2.
 
(of pants) cut so as to fit low on the hips rather than on the waist.








II.
 
noun




a building having few stories.













low road






noun






‹informal›

 a behavior or approach that is unscrupulous or immoral.













low-slung

 
//






adjective



1.
 
lower in height or closer to the ground than usual




•
 
a low-slung Mercedes with blacked-out windows.










2.
 
(of clothes, especially pants) cut to fit low on the hips rather than the waist




•
 
a pair of low-slung jeans.



















low-spirited





I.
 
adjective




sad and despondent; depressed




•
 
he was a bit low-spirited.














II.
 
derivatives





low-spiritedness






noun





















low spirits






plural noun




a feeling of sadness and despondency




•
 
he was 
in low spirits

 .



















low-status






adjective




ranking low in a social or professional hierarchy




•
 
low-paid, low-status jobs




•
 
low-status peasants and slaves.



















Low Sunday

 
/ˈlō ˈsəndā/





I.
 
noun




the Sunday after Easter.











– origin

 perhaps so named in contrast to the high days of Holy Week and Easter.





low-tar

 
/ˌlōˈtär/






adjective




(of cigarettes or tobacco) producing less tar than is standard or usual when smoked




•
 
a low-tar brand of cigarette.




















low-tech

 
/lōˈtek /

 
lo-tech





I.
 
adjective




involved in, employing, or requiring only low technology




•
 
low-tech solar heating systems.














II.
 
noun




short for low technology
 .














low technology






noun




less advanced or relatively unsophisticated technological development or equipment.













low tension

 
low voltage






noun




an electrical potential not large enough to cause injury or damage if diverted.














low tide

 
/ˈˌlō ˈtīd/






noun




the state of the tide when at its lowest level




•
 
islets visible 
at low tide

 .



















low water

 
/ˈˌlō ˈwôdər ˈˌlō ˈwädər/






noun




another term for low tide
 .













low-water mark






noun



1.
 
the lowest level reached by the sea at low tide, or by a lake or river during a drought or dry season.




2.
 
a minimum recorded level or value




•
 
the market was approaching its low-water mark.



















Low Week






noun




the week that begins with Low Sunday.













low-yield

 
/ˈlōyēld/






adjective



1.
 
producing little; giving a low return




•
 
low-yield investment.










2.
 
(of a nuclear weapon) having a relatively low explosive force.













lox1


 
/läks /

 
LOX





I.
 
noun




liquid oxygen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: acronym from 
l(iquid) o(xygen) (e)x(plosive)

 , later interpreted as being from 
l(iquid) ox(ygen)

 .





lox2


 
/läks/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 smoked salmon.











– origin

 1940s: from Yiddish 
laks

 .





loxodrome

 
/ˈläksəˌdrōm/






noun




another term for rhumb
 (
sense

 1).













Loy, Myrna

 
/loi/






(1905–93) US actress; born 
Myrna Williams

 . She played Nora Charles in the six comedy-crime 
Thin Man

 movies (1934–47). Other notable movies include 
The Best Years of Our Lives

 (1946), 
Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House

 (1948), and 
Cheaper by the Dozen

 (1950).









loya jirga

 
/ˌloiə ˈjərɡə/






noun




see jirga
 .














loyal

 
/ˈloi(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




giving or showing firm and constant support or allegiance to a person or institution




•
 
he remained 
loyal to

 the government




•
 
loyal service.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, via Old French 
loial

 from Latin 
legalis

 (see legal
 ).





loyalist

 
/ˈloiələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who remains loyal to the established ruler or government, especially in the face of a revolt.




2.
 
(
Loyalist

 )
 — a colonist of the American revolutionary period who supported the British cause.




3.
 
(
Loyalist

 )
 — a supporter of union between Great Britain and Northern Ireland.








II.
 
derivatives





loyalism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun





















loyally

 
/ˈloiəlē/






adverb




in a way that shows firm and constant support or allegiance to a person or institution




•
 
they loyally supported the government




•
 
he served loyally in parliament for 23 years.



















loyalty

 
/ˈloiəltē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being loyal to someone or something




•
 
her 
loyalty to

 her husband of 34 years.










2.
 
(often 
loyalties

 )
 — a strong feeling of support or allegiance




•
 
fights with in-laws are distressing because they cause 
divided loyalties

 .



















Loyalty Islands






a group of islands in the southwestern Pacific Ocean that forms part of the French overseas territory of New Caledonia; pop. 22,080 (2004).









lozenge

 
/ˈläzənj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rhombus or diamond shape.




2.
 
a small medicinal tablet, originally in the shape of a lozenge, taken for sore throats and dissolved in the mouth




•
 
throat lozenges.










3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a charge in the shape of a solid diamond, in particular one on which the arms of an unmarried or widowed woman are displayed.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
losenge

 , probably derived from the base of Spanish 
losa

 , Portuguese 
lousa

 ‘slab,’ late Latin 
lausiae (lapides

 ) ‘stone slabs.’





LP

 
/ˌel ˈpē/






abbreviation



1.
 
long-playing (phonograph record)




•
 
two LP records




•
 
a collection of LPs.










2.
 
low pressure.













l.p.






abbreviation




low pressure.













LPG






abbreviation




liquefied petroleum gas.













LPGA






abbreviation




Ladies' Professional Golf Association.













LPM

 
lpm






abbreviation




lines per minute.













LPN






abbreviation




Licensed Practical Nurse.

See practical nurse
 .













Lr






symbol




the chemical element lawrencium.













LR






abbreviation



1.
 
living room.




2.
 
lower right.




3.
 
low rate.













L/R






abbreviation




left/right.













LRV






abbreviation




lunar roving vehicle.













LSAT






abbreviation




Law School Admission Test.













LSB






abbreviation






[Computing]

 least significant bit.













LSD

 
/ˌel ˌes ˈdē/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic crystalline compound, lysergic acid diethylamide, that is a potent hallucinogenic drug.

[Chem. formula: C20
 H26
 N2
 O.]











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





LSI






abbreviation




large-scale integration.













lt.






abbreviation




light.













Lt.






abbreviation



1.
 
lieutenant.




2.
 
(also 
lt

 )
 — light.













l.t.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Football]

 left tackle.




2.
 
local time.




3.
 
long ton.













Lt. Col.

 
LTC






abbreviation




lieutenant colonel.













Lt. Comdr.

 
Lt. Com.






abbreviation




lieutenant commander.













Ltd.

 
/ˈlimidəd/






abbreviation




(after a company name) Limited.













LTE





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a 4G mobile communications standard




•
 
users of the LTE network should see data speeds that are up to 10 times faster than the current 3G network.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
Long Term Evolution

 .





Lt. Gen.

 
LTG






abbreviation




lieutenant general.













Lt. Gov.






abbreviation




lieutenant governor.













LTJG






abbreviation




lieutenant junior grade.













LTP






abbreviation




long-term potentiation.

See potentiation
 .













LTR






abbreviation




(in personal ads) long-term relationship.













Lu






symbol




the chemical element lutetium.













Lualaba

 
/ˌlo͞oəˈläbə/






a river in central Africa that rises near the southern border of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) and flows north for about 400 miles (640 km) before it joins the Lomami River to form the Congo River.









Luanda

 
/lo͞oˈandə/






the capital of Angola, a port on the Atlantic coast; pop. 1,729,500 (est. 2006).









Luang Prabang

 
/lo͞oˌäNG prəˈbäNG /

 
Louangphrabang






a city in northwestern Laos, on the Mekong River; pop. 60,800 (est. 2009). It was the royal residence and Buddhist religious center of Laos until the end of the monarchy in 1975.









luau

 
/ˈlo͞oou/





I.
 
noun




a Hawaiian party or feast, especially one accompanied by entertainment.











– origin

 from Hawaiian 
lu'au

 .






Luba

 
/ˈlo͞obə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in southeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Luba.

Also called Chiluba
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Luba or their language.











– origin

 a local name.





Lubavitcher

 
/ˈlo͞obəˌviCHər, lo͞oˈbäviCHər/






noun




a member of a Hasidic community founded in the 1700s by Rabbi Shneour Zalman.













lubber

 
/ˈləbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a big, clumsy person.




2.
 
short for landlubber
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lubberlike

 
/ˈləbərˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
lubberly

 
/ˈləbərlē /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps via Old French 
lobeor

 ‘swindler, parasite’ from 
lober

 ‘deceive.’





lubber's line

 
lubber line






noun




a line marked on the compass in a ship or aircraft, showing the direction straight ahead.













Lubbock

 
/ˈləbək/






a city in northwestern Texas; pop. 220,483 (est. 2008).









lube

 
/lo͞ob /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lubricant.




2.
 
lubrication


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a lube job.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lubricate (something).











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





Lübeck

 
/ˈlo͞oˌbek, ˈlY-/






a port in northern Germany, on the Baltic coast in Schleswig-Holstein, northeast of Hamburg; pop. 211,200 (est. 2006). Between the 14th and 19th centuries it was an important city within the Hanseatic League.









Lublin

 
/ˈlo͝oblən, ˈlo͞oˌblēn/






a manufacturing city in eastern Poland; pop. 352,786 (2007).









lubricant

 
/ˈlo͞obrəkənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance, such as oil or grease, used for minimizing friction, especially in an engine or component.








II.
 
adjective




lubricating




•
 
a thin lubricant film.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
lubricant-

 ‘making slippery,’ from the verb 
lubricare

 (see lubricate
 ).






lubricate

 
/ˈlo͞obrəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a substance such as oil or grease to (an engine or component) to minimize friction and allow smooth movement




•
 
remove the nut and lubricate the thread




•
 (as 
adj.

 
lubricating

 )
 
lubricating oils.










2.
 
make (a process) run smoothly




•
 
the availability of credit lubricated the channels of trade.










3.
 


‹informal›

 make (someone) convivial, especially with alcohol




•
 
men lubricated with alcohol speak their true feelings.














II.
 
derivatives





lubricator

 
/ˈlo͞obrəˌkādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
lubricat-

 ‘made slippery,’ from the verb 
lubricare

 , from 
lubricus

 ‘slippery.’





lubrication

 
/ˌlo͞obrəˈkāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of applying a substance such as oil or grease to an engine or component so as to minimize friction and allow smooth movement




•
 
instruments with moving parts may require lubrication.










2.
 
the action of making a process run smoothly




•
 
banks provide the necessary financial lubrication for any economy to grow.










3.
 


‹informal›

 the process of making people convivial through drinking alcohol




•
 
a good time to talk with some beer for social lubrication




•
 
those emotional connections can only happen with the lubrication of alcohol.



















lubricious

 
/lo͞oˈbriSHəs /

 
lubricous





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
offensively displaying or intended to arouse sexual desire.




2.
 
smooth and slippery with oil or a similar substance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lubriciously






adverb













2.
 
lubricity

 
/lo͞oˈbrisədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
lubricus

 ‘slippery’ + -ious
 .






Lubumbashi

 
/ˌlo͞obo͞omˈbäSHē/






a city in southeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), near the border with Zambia, capital of the region of Shaba; pop. 1,283,400 (est. 2004).

Former name (until 1966) Elisabethville
 .









Lubyanka

 
/lo͝obˈyäNGkə /

 
Lubianka






a building in Moscow used as a prison and as the headquarters of the KGB and other Russian secret police organizations since the Russian Revolution.









Lucan1


 
/ˈlo͞okən/






(
AD

 39–65), Roman poet, born in Spain; Latin name 
Marcus Annaeus Lucanus

 . He was forced to commit suicide after joining a conspiracy against Nero. His major work is 
Pharsalia

 , an epic in ten books dealing with the civil war between Julius Caesar and Pompey.









Lucan2


 
/ˈlo͞okən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to St. Luke.











– origin

 via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
Loukas

 ‘Luke’ + -an
 .





Lucas, George

 
/ˈlo͞okəs/






(1944–), US movie director, producer, and screenwriter. He wrote, directed, and produced the science fiction movie 
Star Wars

 (1977) and then went on to write and produce 
The Empire Strikes Back

 (1980), 
Return of the Jedi

 (1983), and 
Star Wars: Episode I: The Phantom Menace

 (1999). He also wrote and produced the “Indiana Jones” series of movies (1981–2008).









luce

 
/lo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a pike (fish), especially when full-grown.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French 
lus

 , 
luis

 from late Latin 
lucius

 .





Luce, Clare Boothe

 
/lo͞os/






(1903–87), US playwright and public official; wife of Henry Robinson Luce. After a stint writing and editing at the magazine 
Vanity Fair

 1929–34, she wrote the plays 
The Women

 (1936), 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye

 (1938), and 
Margin for Error

 (1939). She was a war correspondent during World War II, served in the US House of Representatives 1943–47 as a Republican from Connecticut, and was US ambassador to Italy 1953–57. Presidential Medal of Freedom (1983).









Luce, Henry Robinson






(1898–1967) US publisher and editor; born in China of US parents; husband of Clare Boothe Luce. He cofounded 
Time

 , a weekly news magazine, in 1923. He later launched several other magazines: 
Fortune

 (1930), 
Life

 (1936), 
House and Home

 (1952), and 
Sports Illustrated

 (1954).









lucent

 
/ˈlo͞os(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 glowing with or giving off light




•
 
the moon was lucent in the background.














II.
 
derivatives





lucency






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lucent-

 ‘shining,’ from the verb 
lucere

 (see lucid
 ).






lucerne

 
/lo͞oˈsərn/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for alfalfa
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
luzerne

 , from modern Provençal 
luzerno

 ‘glowworm’ (with reference to its shiny seeds).





Lucerne

 
/lo͞oˈsərn/






a resort on the western shore of Lake Lucerne, in central Switzerland; pop. 58,381 (2007). German name 
Luzern

 .










Lucerne, Lake






a lake in central Switzerland, surrounded by the four cantons of Lucerne, Nidwalden, Uri, and Schwyz.

Also called Four Cantons, Lake of the
 ; German name Vierwaldstättersee
 .









luchador

 
/ˈlo͞oCHəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a person who competes in lucha libre wrestling.




•
 
kids jumped into the ring and surrounded the luchadores to get their autographs.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘fighter, wrestler.’






lucha libre

 
/ˌlo͞oCHə ˈlēbrā/





I.
 
noun




a type of professional wrestling originating in Mexico, in which the contestants wear masks and use rapid, acrobatic techniques.




•
 
wrestlers and fans discuss the main tenets of lucha libre and how these are reflected in their own lives.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘freestyle wresting.’






lucid

 
/ˈlo͞osəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressed clearly; easy to understand




•
 
a lucid account




•
 
write in a clear and lucid style.










2.
 
showing ability to think clearly, especially in the intervals between periods of confusion or insanity




•
 
he has a few lucid moments every now and then.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 (of a dream) experienced with the dreamer feeling awake, aware of dreaming, and able to control events consciously.




4.
 


‹literary›

 bright or luminous




•
 
birds dipped their wings in the lucid flow of air.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lucidly

 
/ˈlo͞osədlē /






adverb













2.
 
lucidness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
lucidus

 (perhaps via French 
lucide

 or Italian 
lucido

 ), from 
lucere

 ‘shine,’ from 
lux

 , 
luc-

 ‘light.’





lucidity

 
/lo͞oˈsidədē/






noun



1.
 
clarity of expression; intelligibility




•
 
his lecture combined intellectual lucidity and passion.










2.
 
the ability to think clearly, especially in intervals between periods of confusion or insanity




•
 
she had moments of lucidity.










3.
 


‹literary›

 brightness; luminosity




•
 
the lucidity of his paintings.



















Lucifer

 
/ˈlo͞osəfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another name for Satan
 .

[by association with the ‘son of the morning’ (Isa. 14:12), believed by Christian interpreters to be a reference to Satan.]




2.
 


‹literary›

 the planet Venus when it rises in the morning.




3.
 
(
lucifer

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 a match struck by rubbing it on a rough surface.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin, ‘light-bringing, morning star,’ from 
lux

 , 
luc-

 ‘light’ + 
-fer

 ‘bearing.’





lucifugous

 
/lo͞oˈsifyəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 shunning the light.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lucifugus

 (from 
lux

 , 
luc-

 ‘light’ + 
fugere

 ‘to fly’) + -ous
 .





lucine

 
/ˈlo͞oˌsīn/






noun




a bivalve mollusk that typically has a rounded white shell with radial and concentric ridges, found in tropical and temperate seas.

[Family 
Lucinidae

 : 
Lucina

 and other genera.]













Lucite

 
/ˈlo͞osīt/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a solid transparent plastic made of polymethyl methacrylate (the same material as Perspex or Plexiglas).




•
 
this replica, made of Lucite, is 7 inches tall.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a clear Lucite base.

















– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
lux

 , 
luc-

 ‘light’ + -ite
 1
 .






luck

 
/lək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
success or failure apparently brought by chance rather than through one's own actions




•
 
it was just luck that the first kick went in




•
 
this charm was supposed to bring 
good luck

 .










2.
 
chance considered as a force that causes good or bad things to happen




•
 
luck was with me.










3.
 
something regarded as bringing about or portending good or bad things




•
 
I don't like Friday—it's 
bad luck

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
luck into/onto

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 chance to find or acquire




•
 
he lucked into a disc-jockey job.










2.
 
(
luck out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 achieve success or advantage by good luck




•
 
I lucked out and found a wonderful woman.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as luck would have it






used to indicate the fortuitousness of a situation




•
 
as luck would have it, his route took him very near where they lived.















2.
 
tough luck








‹informal›

 used to express a lack of sympathy




•
 
tough luck if they complain.















3.
 
be in (or out of) luck






be fortunate (or unfortunate).









4.
 
for luck






to bring good fortune




•
 
I wear this crystal under my costume for luck.















5.
 
good (or the best of) luck






used to express wishes for success




•
 


good luck with

 your studies!















6.
 
the luck of the draw






the outcome of chance rather than something one can control




•
 
quality of care depends largely on the luck of the draw.















7.
 
no such luck








‹informal›

 used to express disappointment that something has not happened or is unlikely to happen.









8.
 
try one's luck






do something that involves risk or luck, hoping to succeed




•
 
he thought he'd 
try his luck at

 farming in Canada.















9.
 
with (any or a little or a bit of) luck






expressing the hope that something will happen in the way described




•
 
with luck we should be there in time for breakfast.















10.
 
worse luck








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express regret about something




•
 
I have to go to secretarial school, worse luck.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): perhaps from Middle Low German or Middle Dutch 
lucken

 . The noun use (late 15th cent.) is from Middle Low German 
lucke

 , related to Dutch 
geluk

 , German 
Glück

 , of West Germanic origin and possibly related to lock
 1
 .





luckily

 
/ˈləkəlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
it is fortunate that




•
 
luckily they didn't recognize me




•
 


luckily for

 me it's worked out.



















luckless

 
/ˈləkləs/





I.
 
adjective




having bad luck; unfortunate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lucklessly






adverb













2.
 
lucklessness






noun





















Lucknow

 
/ˈləknou/






a city in northern India, capital of the state of Uttar Pradesh; pop. 2,685,500 (est. 2009). In 1857, during the Indian Mutiny, its British residents were besieged by Indian insurgents twice.









lucky

 
/ˈləkē/





I.
 
adjective




having, bringing, or resulting from good luck




•
 
you had a very lucky escape




•
 
three's my lucky number.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get lucky

 

‹informal›






a.
 
experience good luck




•
 
if you're flying into Toronto from the south you might get lucky and see Niagara Falls




•
 
we got lucky with the weather.










b.
 
have sex, especially in the context of a casual encounter




•
 
that girl definitely gave you the eye—you might get lucky tonight!















2.
 
you (or he etc.) should be so lucky






used to imply in an ironic or resigned way that someone's wishes or expectations are unlikely to be fulfilled




•
 
“Moving in?” “You should be so lucky.”















3.
 
lucky devil (or lucky you, her, etc.)






used to express envy at someone else's good fortune.












III.
 
derivatives





luckiness

 
/ˈləkēnəs /






noun





















lucky dip

 
/ˌləkē ˈdip/






noun




British term for grab bag
 .













lucrative

 
/ˈlo͞okrədiv/





I.
 
adjective




producing a great deal of profit




•
 
a lucrative career as a stand-up comedian.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lucratively

 
/ˈlo͞okrədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
lucrativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lucrativus

 , from 
lucrat-

 ‘gained,’ from the verb 
lucrari

 , from 
lucrum

 (see lucre
 ).






lucre

 
/ˈlo͞okər/





I.
 
noun




money, especially when regarded as sordid or distasteful or gained in a dishonorable way




•
 
officials getting their hands grubby with 
filthy lucre

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
lucre

 or Latin 
lucrum

 ; the phrase 
filthy lucre

 is with biblical allusion to Tit. 1:11.





Lucretia

 
/lo͞oˈkrēSHə/






(in Roman legend) a woman who was raped by a son of Tarquinius Superbus and took her own life; this led to the expulsion of the Tarquins from Rome by a rebellion under Brutus.









Lucretius

 
/lo͞oˈkrēSHəs/






(
c.

 94–
c.

 55 
BC

 ), Roman poet and philosopher; full name 
Titus Lucretius Carus

 . His didactic epic poem 
On the Nature of Things

 is an exposition of the materialist atomist physics of Epicurus.










lucubrate

 
/ˈlo͞ok(y)əˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 discourse learnedly in writing.








II.
 
derivatives





lucubrator

 
/-ˌbrātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
lucubrat-

 ‘(having) worked by lamplight,’ from the verb 
lucubrare

 .





lucubration

 
/ˌlo͞ok(y)əˈbrāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 study; meditation




•
 
after sixteen years' lucubration he produced this account.










2.
 
(usu. 
lucubrations

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 a piece of writing, typically a pedantic or overelaborate one.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
lucubratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
lucubrare

 (see lucubrate
 ).





Lucullan

 
/lo͞oˈkələn/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of food) extremely luxurious




•
 
Lucullan feasts.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Licinius 
Lucullus

 , Roman general of the 1st cent. 
BC

 , famous for giving lavish banquets, + -an
 .





Lucy

 
/ˈlo͞osē/






the nickname of a partial female skeleton of a fossil hominid found in Ethiopia in 1974, about 3.2 million years old and 3 feet 8 inches (1.1 m) in height.

[
Australopithecus afarensis

 , family 
Hominidae

 . This species is regarded by many as the ancestor of all subsequent 
Australopithecus

 and 
Homo

 species.]









Luda

 
/lo͞oˈdä/






an industrial center and port in northeastern China, in the province of Liaoning at the southeastern tip of the Liaodong Peninsula; pop. 2,407,300 (est. 2006). It consists of the cities of Lushun and Dalian.









Luddite

 
/ˈlədˌīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of any of the bands of English workers who destroyed machinery, especially in cotton and woolen mills, that they believed was threatening their jobs (1811–16).




2.
 
a person opposed to increased industrialization or new technology




•
 
a small-minded Luddite resisting progress.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Luddism

 
/ˈləˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
Ludditism

 
/-ˌītˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 perhaps named after Ned 
Lud

 , a participant in the destruction of machinery, + -ite
 1
 .





Ludendorff, Erich

 
/ˈlo͞odnˌdôrf/






(1865–1937), German general; chief of staff to General von Hindenburg during World War I.









luderick

 
/ˈlo͞od(ə)rik/





I.
 
noun




an edible, herbivorous fish of Australasian coastal waters and estuaries.

Also called blackfish
 . [
Girella tricuspidata

 , family 
Kyphosidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Ganay (an Aboriginal language) 
ludarag

 .





Ludhiana

 
/ˌlo͝odēˈänə/






a city in northwestern India, in Punjab southeast of Amritsar; pop. 1,701,200 (est. 2009).









ludic

 
/ˈl(y)o͞odik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 showing spontaneous and undirected playfulness.











– origin

 1940s: from French 
ludique

 , from Latin 
ludere

 ‘to play,’ from 
ludus

 ‘sport.’





ludicrous

 
/ˈlo͞odəkrəs/





I.
 
adjective




so foolish, unreasonable, or out of place as to be amusing; ridiculous




•
 
it's ludicrous that I have been fined




•
 
every night he wore a ludicrous outfit.














II.
 
derivatives





ludicrousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘sportive, intended as a jest’): from Latin 
ludicrus

 (probably from 
ludicrum

 ‘stage play’) + -ous
 .





ludicrously

 
/ˈlo͞odəkrəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is so foolish, unreasonable, or out of place as to be amusing




•
 
a performance artist poses ludicrously in a fur bikini with a surfboard in tow




•
 [as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 
ludicrously, we were kept waiting a further 20 minutes.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a very surprising or unreasonable extent




•
 
a ludicrously expensive restaurant.



















Ludlum, Robert

 
/ˈlədləm/






(1927–2001) US writer; pen names 
Jonathan Ryder

 , 
Michael Shepherd

 . He wrote suspense novels, including 
The Bourne Identity

 (1980), 
The Matarese Countdown

 (1997), and 
The Prometheus Deception

 (2000).









ludology

 
/lo͞oˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of games and gaming, especially video games




•
 
ludology, like the games it studies, is not about story and discourse at all but about actions and events.














II.
 
derivatives





ludologist






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
ludere

 ‘to play’ + -ology.





Ludwig

 
/ˈlədwiɡ, ˈlo͝od-, ˈlo͞otviKH/





I.
 
the name of three kings of Bavaria.




II.
 


Ludwig I

 (1786–1868), reigned 1825–48. He became unpopular due to his reactionary policies, lavish expenditures, and his domination by the dancer Lola Montez. He was forced to abdicate in favor of his son, Maximilian II.




III.
 


Ludwig II

 (1845–86), reigned 1864–86. Son of Maximilian II and a patron of the arts, he became a recluse and built a series of elaborate castles. He was declared insane and deposed in 1886.




IV.
 


Ludwig III

 (1845–1921), reigned 1913–18. Succeeding his deposed cousin, Ludwig II, he became the last king of Bavaria.









Ludwigshafen

 
/ˈlo͞odvikshäfən/






an industrial river port in west central Germany, southwest of Mannheim, on the Rhine River in the state of Rhineland-Palatinate; pop. 163,600 (est. 2006).









lues

 
/ˈlo͞oˌēz /

 
lues venerea





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a serious infectious disease, particularly syphilis.








II.
 
derivatives





luetic

 
/lo͞oˈedik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lues

 (
venerea

 ), literally ‘(venereal) plague.’






luff

 
/ləf/





I.
 
noun




the edge of a fore-and-aft sail next to the mast or stay.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steer (a sailing vessel) nearer the wind to the point at which the sails just begin to flap




•
 
I came aft and luffed her for the open sea.










2.
 
obstruct (an opponent in yacht racing) by sailing closer to the wind.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lof

 , probably from Low German.





luffa

 
/ˈləfə ˈlo͞ofə/






noun




variant spelling of loofah
 .













Luftwaffe

 
/ˈlo͝oftˌwäfə, -ˌväfə/





I.
 
the German air force.







– origin

 German, from 
Luft

 ‘air’ + 
Waffe

 ‘weapon.’






lug1


 
/ləɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry or drag (a heavy or bulky object) with great effort




•
 
she began to lug her suitcase down the stairs.










2.
 
be encumbered with




•
 
he had lugged his poor wife around for so long.














II.
 
noun




a box or crate used for transporting fruit.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin: compare with Swedish 
lugga

 ‘pull a person's hair’ (from 
lugg

 ‘forelock’).






lug2


 
/ləɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projection on an object by which it may be carried or fixed in place




•
 
mount the fitting directly to the lugs at each side of the box.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an uncouth, aggressive man




•
 
a hood who, despite his fancy clothes, remains a lug.







[contemptuous use, perhaps from the 19th-cent. term denoting the lowest grade of tobacco.]




3.
 
(usu. 
lugs

 )
 — 

(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 a person's ear.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the earflap of a hat): probably of Scandinavian origin: compare with Swedish 
lugg

 ‘forelock, nap of cloth.’





lug3


 
/ləɡ/






noun




short for lugworm
 .













lug4


 
/ləɡ/






noun




short for lugsail
 .














Luganda

 
/lo͞oˈɡändə, -ˈɡan-/





I.
 
noun




the Bantu language of the Baganda people, widely used in Uganda and having over 2 million speakers.











– origin

 compare with Baganda
 , Ganda
 , Muganda
 .





Lugano

 
/lo͞oˈɡänō/






a town in southern Switzerland, on the northern shore of Lake Lugano; pop. 50,603 (2007). It is a center of international finance and a health and recreational resort.










Lugansk

 
/lo͞oˈɡänsk/






Russian name for Luhansk
 .









Lugdunum

 
/ləɡˈdo͞onəm/






Roman name for Lyons
 .









luge

 
/lo͞oZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light toboggan for one or two people, ridden in a sitting or supine position.




2.
 
a sport in which competitors make a timed descent of a course riding a luge.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride on a luge.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as a verb): from Swiss French.





Luger

 
/ˈlo͞oɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of German automatic pistol.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Georg 
Luger

 (1849–1923), Austrian firearms expert.





luggable

 
/ˈləɡəbəl/






adjective




(especially of computer equipment) portable but only with difficulty.













luggage

 
/ˈləɡij/





I.
 
noun




suitcases or other bags in which to pack personal belongings for traveling.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting inconveniently heavy baggage): from lug
 1
 + -age
 .





luggage rack






noun




a shelf for stowing luggage, typically overhead, in a bus or train




•
 
those luggage racks were always full of bags.



















lugger

 
/ˈləɡər/





I.
 
noun




a small sailing ship with two or three masts and a lugsail on each.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from lugsail
 + -er
 1
 .





lug nut






noun




a large rounded nut that fits over a heavy bolt, used especially to attach the wheel of a vehicle to its axle.













Lugosi, Bela

 
/ləˈɡōsē/






(1884–1956), US actor, born in Hungary; born 
Béla Ferenc Dezső Blaskó

 . He was known for his roles in horror movies such as 
Dracula

 (1931), 
Mark of the Vampire

 (1935), and 
The Wolf Man

 (1940).










lugsail

 
/ˈləɡsəl ˈləɡˌsāl/





I.
 
noun




an asymmetrical four-sided sail that is hoisted on a steeply inclined yard.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from lug
 2
 + the noun sail
 .





lugubrious

 
/ləˈɡ(y)o͞obrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




looking or sounding sad and dismal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lugubriously

 
/ləˈɡo͞obrēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
lugubriousness

 
/ləˈɡo͞obrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
lugubris

 (from 
lugere

 ‘mourn’) + -ous
 .






lugworm

 
/ˈləɡˌwərm/





I.
 
noun




a bristle worm that lives in muddy sand. It is widely used as bait for fishing.

[Genus 
Arenicola

 , class 
Polychaeta

 : several species, including the 
northern lugworm

 , 
A. marina

 , which leaves characteristic worm casts on lower shores.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from earlier 
lug

 ‘lugworm’ (of unknown origin) + worm
 .






Luhansk

 
/lo͞oˈhänsk/






an industrial city in eastern Ukraine, in the Donets Basin; pop. 438,000 (est. 2009).

Former name Voroshilovgrad
 (1935–58 and 1970–91). Russian name Lugansk
 .










Luik

 
/loik/






Flemish name for Liège
 .









Luke, St.

 
/lo͞ok/





I.
 
an evangelist, closely associated with St. Paul and traditionally the author of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. Feast day, October 18.




II.
 
the third Gospel (see gospel
 (
sense

 2)).










lukewarm

 
/ˈlo͞okwôrm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of liquid or food that should be hot) only moderately warm; tepid




•
 
they drank bitter lukewarm coffee.










2.
 
(of a person, attitude, or action) unenthusiastic




•
 
the universities were lukewarm about the proposal from the start.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lukewarmly






adverb













2.
 
lukewarmness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from dialect 
luke

 (probably from dialect 
lew

 ‘lukewarm’ and related to lee
 ) + warm
 .






lull

 
/ləl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
calm or send to sleep, typically with soothing sounds or movements




•
 
the rhythm of the boat lulled her to sleep.










2.
 
cause (someone) to feel deceptively secure or confident




•
 
the rarity of earthquakes there has lulled people into a false sense of security.










3.
 
allay (a person's doubts, fears, or suspicions), typically by deception.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of noise or a storm) abate or fall quiet




•
 
conversation lulled for an hour.














II.
 
noun




a temporary interval of quiet or lack of activity




•
 
for two days there had been a 
lull in

 the fighting.














III.
 
phrases





the lull before the storm






see storm
 .















– origin

 Middle English: imitative of sounds used to calm a child; compare with Latin 
lallare

 ‘sing to sleep,’ Swedish 
lulla

 ‘hum a lullaby,’ and Dutch 
lullen

 ‘talk nonsense.’ The noun (first recorded in the sense ‘soothing drink’) dates from the mid 17th cent.





lullaby

 
/ˈlələˌbī/





I.
 
noun




a quiet, gentle song sung to send a child to sleep.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 sing to (someone) to get them to go to sleep




•
 
she lullabied us, she fed us.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from lull
 + 
bye-bye

 , a sound used as a refrain in lullabies.





Lully, Jean-Baptiste

 
/ˈlo͞olē, lYˈlē/






(1632–87), French composer, born in Italy; Italian name 
Giovanni Battista Lulli

 . His operas, which include 
Alceste

 (1674) and 
Armide

 (1686), mark the beginning of the French operatic tradition.









lulu

 
/ˈlo͞olo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an outstanding example of a particular type of person or thing




•
 
as far as nightmares went, this one was a lulu.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from 
Lulu

 , nickname for the given name 
Louise

 .





lulz

 
/ləlz /

 
luls





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 fun, laughter, or amusement, especially that derived at another's expense




•
 
the splinter group embarked on a spree of daring cyberattacks 
for the lulz






•
 
it's clear that he posted this thread just to troll you and get a lot of luls




•
 (as 
exclamation

 )
 
Did you send the guy to the ER? Lulz.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: alteration of lolz
 .





luma

 
/ˈlo͞omə/






noun




a monetary unit of Armenia, equal to one hundredth of a dram.













lumbago

 
/ˌləmˈbāɡō/





I.
 
noun




pain in the muscles and joints of the lower back.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
lumbus

 ‘loin.’





lumbar

 
/ˈləmbər ˈləmˌbär/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the lower part of the back




•
 
backache in the lumbar region.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
lumbaris

 , from Latin 
lumbus

 ‘loin.’






lumbar puncture






noun






[Medicine]

 the procedure of taking fluid from the spine in the lower back through a hollow needle, usually done for diagnostic purposes.














lumber1


 
/ˈləmbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move in a slow, heavy, awkward way




•
 
a truck filled his mirror and lumbered past.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
lomere

 , perhaps symbolic of clumsy movement.





lumber2


 
/ˈləmbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 timber sawn into rough planks or otherwise partly prepared.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 articles of furniture or other household items that are no longer useful and inconveniently take up storage space


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a lumber room.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
lumbering

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cut and prepare forest timber for transport and sale




•
 
the traditional resource industries of the nation, chiefly fishing and lumbering.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be lumbered with

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 burden (someone) with an unwanted responsibility, task, or set of circumstances.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from lumber
 1
 ; later associated with obsolete 
lumber

 ‘pawnbroker's shop.’





lumberer

 
/ˈləmbərər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person engaged in the lumber trade, especially a lumberjack.













lumbering

 
/ˈləmbəriNG/






adjective




moving in a slow, heavy, awkward way




•
 
Bob was a big, lumbering, gentle sort




•
 


‹figurative›

 a lumbering bureaucracy.




















lumberjack

 
/ˈləmbərˌjak/






noun




a person who fells trees, cuts them into logs, or transports them to a sawmill.

Also called lumberman
 .













lumberjacket

 
/ˈləmbərˌjakət/






noun




a warm, thick jacket, typically in a bright color with a check pattern, of the kind worn by lumberjacks.














lumberman

 
/ˈləmbərˌmən/






noun




another term for lumberjack
 .













lumberyard

 
/ˈləmbərˌyärd/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a place that sells lumber and other building materials.













lumen1


 
/ˈlo͞omən /

 
lm





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of luminous flux, equal to the amount of light emitted per second in a unit solid angle of one steradian from a uniform source of one candela.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘light.’





lumen2


 
/ˈlo͞omən/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the central cavity of a tubular or other hollow structure in an organism or cell.








II.
 
derivatives





luminal

 
/-mənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘opening.’





Lumière

 
/ˌlo͞omēˈer/






family name of brothers 
Auguste Marie Louis Nicholas

 (1862–1954) and 
Louis Jean

 (1864–1948), French inventors and movie pioneers. In 1895, they patented their “Cinématographe,” which combined a movie camera and projector. They also invented the improved “autochrome” process of color photography.









luminaire

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈner/





I.
 
noun




a complete electric light unit (used especially in technical contexts).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French.





luminance

 
/ˈlo͞omənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the intensity of light emitted from a surface per unit area in a given direction.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the component of a television signal that carries information on the brightness of the image.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as a general term meaning ‘light, brightness’): from Latin 
luminant-

 ‘illuminating’ (from the verb 
luminare

 ) + -ance
 .





luminaria

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈnerēə/






noun



1.
 
a Christmas lantern consisting of a votive candle set in a small paper bag weighted with sand and typically placed with others along a driveway, sidewalk, or rooftop as a holiday decoration.

Also called farolito
 .




2.
 
(in New Mexico) a Christmas Eve bonfire.













luminary

 
/ˈlo͞oməˌnerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who inspires or influences others, especially one prominent in a particular sphere




•
 
one of the luminaries of child psychiatry.










2.
 
an artificial light.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a natural light-giving body, especially the sun or moon.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
luminarie

 or late Latin 
luminarium

 , from Latin 
lumen

 , 
lumin-

 ‘light.’





luminesce

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈnes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit light by luminescence.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from luminescence
 .






luminescence

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun




the emission of light by a substance that has not been heated, as in fluorescence and phosphorescence.








II.
 
derivatives





luminescent

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈnes(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
lumen

 , 
lumin-

 ‘light’ + 
-escence

 (denoting a state).





luminiferous

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈnif(ə)rəs/






adjective




producing or transmitting light.













luminosity

 
/ˌlo͞oməˈnäsədē/






noun



1.
 
luminous quality




•
 
acrylic colors retain freshness and luminosity.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the intrinsic brightness of a celestial object (as distinct from its apparent brightness diminished by distance).




3.
 


[Physics]

 the rate of emission of radiation, visible or otherwise.













luminous

 
/ˈlo͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of or shedding light; bright or shining, especially in the dark




•
 
the luminous dial on his watch




•
 
a luminous glow




•
 


‹figurative›

 her eyes were 
luminous with

 joy.










2.
 
(of a color) very bright; harsh to the eye




•
 
he wore luminous green socks.










3.
 


[Physics]

 relating to light as it is perceived by the eye, rather than in terms of its actual energy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
luminously

 
/ˈlo͞omənəslē /






adverb













2.
 
luminousness

 
/ˈlo͞omənəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lumineux

 or Latin 
luminosus

 , from 
lumen

 , 
lumin-

 ‘light.’





lummox

 
/ˈləməks/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a clumsy, stupid person




•
 
watch it, you great lummox!

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






lump1


 
/ləmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a compact mass of a substance, especially one without a definite or regular shape




•
 
there was a 
lump of

 ice floating in the milk.










2.
 
a swelling under the skin, especially one caused by injury or disease




•
 
he was unhurt apart from a huge lump on his head.










3.
 
a small cube of sugar.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a heavy, ungainly, or slow-witted person




•
 
I wouldn't stand a chance against a big lump like you.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put in an indiscriminate mass or group; treat as alike without regard for particulars




•
 
Hong Kong and Bangkok tend to 
be lumped together

 in travel brochures




•
 
he tends to be 
lumped in

 with the crowd of controversial businessmen.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in taxonomy) classify plants or animals in relatively inclusive groups, disregarding minor variations.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
lump along

 )
 — proceed heavily or awkwardly




•
 
I came lumping along behind him.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a lump in the throat






a feeling of tightness or dryness in the throat caused by strong emotion, especially sadness




•
 
there was a lump in her throat as she gazed down at her uncle's gaunt features.















2.
 
take (or get) one's lumps








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 suffer punishment; be attacked or defeated.















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from a Germanic base meaning ‘shapeless piece’; compare with Danish 
lump

 ‘lump,’ Norwegian and Swedish dialect 
lump

 ‘block, log,’ and Dutch 
lomp

 ‘rag.’





lump2


 
/ləmp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
lump it

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 accept or tolerate a disagreeable situation whether one likes it or not




•
 
you can 
like it or lump it

 but I've got to work.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘look sulky’): symbolic of displeasure; compare with words such as 
dump

 and 
grump

 . The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





lumpectomy

 
/ˌləmˈpektəmē/






noun




a surgical operation in which a lump is removed from the breast, typically when cancer is present but has not spread.













lumpen

 
/ˈləmpən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(in Marxist contexts) uninterested in revolutionary advancement




•
 
the lumpen public is enveloped in a culture of dependency.










2.
 
boorish and stupid




•
 
growing ranks of lumpen, uninhibited, denim-clad youth.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
the lumpen

 )


1.
 
the lumpenproletariat.











– origin

 1940s: back-formation from lumpenproletariat
 .






lumpenproletariat

 
/ˌləmpənˌprōləˈterēət/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Marxist terminology) the unorganized and unpolitical lower orders of society who are not interested in revolutionary advancement.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German (a term originally used by Karl Marx), from 
Lumpen

 ‘rag, rogue’ + proletariat
 .






lumper

 
/ˈləmpər/






noun



1.
 
a laborer who unloads cargo.




2.
 
a person (especially a taxonomist) who attaches more importance to similarities than to differences in classification.

Contrasted with splitter
 .













lumpfish

 
/ˈləmpˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a North Atlantic lumpsucker, the roe of which is sometimes used as a substitute for caviar.

[
Cyclopterus lumpus

 , family 
Cyclopteridae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Middle Low German 
lumpen

 , Middle Dutch 
lompe

 + fish
 1
 .





lumpish

 
/ˈləmpiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
roughly or clumsily formed or shaped




•
 
those large and lumpish hands could produce exquisitely fine work.










2.
 
(of a person) stupid and lethargic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lumpishly

 
/ˈləmpiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
lumpishness

 
/ˈləmpiSHnəs /






noun





















lumpsucker

 
/ˈləmpˌsəkər/






noun




a globular fish of cooler northern waters, typically having a ventral sucker and spiny fins; a lumpfish.

[Family 
Cyclopteridae

 : several genera and species.]













lump sum

 
/ˈˌləmp ˈsəm/






noun




a single payment made at a particular time, as opposed to a number of smaller payments or installments.













lumpy

 
/ˈləmpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of or covered with lumps




•
 
he lay on the lumpy mattress.










2.
 


[Nautical]

 (of water) formed by the wind into small waves




•
 
a large lumpy sea.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lumpily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
lumpiness

 
/ˈləmpēnəs /






noun





















lumpy jaw






noun




infection of the jaw with actinomycete bacteria, common in cattle.













Luna

 
/ˈlo͞onə/






a series of Soviet moon probes launched in 1959–76. They made the first hard and soft landings on the moon (1959 and 1966).









lunacy

 
/ˈlo͞onəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being a lunatic; insanity (not in technical use)




•
 
it has been suggested that originality demands a degree of lunacy.










2.
 
extreme folly or eccentricity




•
 
such an economic policy would be sheer lunacy.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally referring to insanity of an intermittent kind attributed to changes of the moon): from lunatic
 + -acy
 .





luna moth

 
/ˈlo͞onə ˌmôTH/





I.
 
noun




a very large North American moth that has pale green wings with long tails and transparent eyespots bearing crescent-shaped markings.

[
Actias luna

 , family 
Saturniidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
luna

 from Latin 
luna

 ‘moon’ (from its markings).






lunar

 
/ˈlo͞onər/





I.
 
adjective




of, determined by, relating to, or resembling the moon




•
 
a lunar landscape.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lunaris

 , from 
luna

 ‘moon.’





lunar caustic





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
‹archaic›

 silver nitrate, especially fused in the form of a stick.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
lunar

 in the sense ‘containing silver.’





lunar cycle






noun




another term for Metonic cycle
 .













lunar day






noun



1.
 
the interval of time between two successive crossings of the earth's meridian by the moon (roughly 24 hours and 50 minutes).




2.
 


‹rare›

 the interval of time between two successive sunrises as seen from the moon.













lunar distance






noun




the angular distance of the moon from the sun, a planet, or a star, used in finding longitude at sea.













lunar eclipse






noun




an eclipse in which the moon appears darkened as it passes into the earth's shadow.













Lunarian

 
/lo͞oˈnerēən/






noun




(in science fiction) an imagined inhabitant of the moon.













lunar module

 
LM






noun




a small craft used for traveling between the moon's surface and an orbiting spacecraft .














lunar month






noun



1.
 
a month measured between successive new moons (roughly 29½ days).




2.
 
(in general use) a period of four weeks.













lunar node






noun






[Astronomy]

 each of the two points at which the moon's orbit cuts the ecliptic.













lunar observation






noun



1.
 
a measurement of the position of the moon in order to calculate longitude from lunar distance.




2.
 
observational study of the moon.














lunar roving vehicle

 
LRV
 , lunar rover






noun




a vehicle designed for use by astronauts on the moon's surface, used on the last three missions of the Apollo project.

Also called moon buggy
 .













lunar year






noun




a period of twelve lunar months (approximately 354 days).














lunate

 
/ˈlo͞onāt/





I.
 
adjective




crescent-shaped.








II.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a crescent-shaped carpal bone situated in the center of the wrist and articulating with the radius.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
lunatus

 , from 
luna

 ‘moon.’






lunatic

 
/ˈlo͞onəˌtik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mentally ill person (not in technical use).




2.
 
an extremely foolish or eccentric person




•
 
this lunatic just accelerated out of the side of the road.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
mentally ill (not in technical use).




2.
 
extremely foolish, eccentric, or absurd




•
 
he would be asked to acquiesce in some lunatic scheme.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lunatique

 , from late Latin 
lunaticus

 , from Latin 
luna

 ‘moon’ (from the belief that changes of the moon caused intermittent insanity).





lunatic fringe

 
/ˈˌlo͞onəˌtik ˈfrinj/






noun




an extreme or eccentric minority within society or a group.













lunation

 
/lo͞oˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 another term for lunar month
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
lunatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
luna

 ‘moon.’






lunch

 
/lən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a meal eaten in the middle of the day, typically one that is lighter or less formal than an evening meal




•
 
a vegetarian lunch




•
 
do join us for lunch.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat lunch




•
 
he told his wife he was lunching with a client.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (someone) out for lunch




•
 
public relations people lunch their clients there.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do lunch








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 meet for lunch.









2.
 
out to lunch








‹informal›

 unaware of or inattentive to present conditions.









3.
 
there's no such thing as a free lunch








‹proverb›

 it isn't possible to get something for nothing.












IV.
 
derivatives





luncher






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of luncheon
 .





lunchbox

 
/ˈlən(t)SHbäks/






noun



1.
 
a container in which to carry a packed meal.




2.
 
a portable computer slightly larger than a laptop.














luncheon

 
/ˈlən(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a formal lunch, or a formal word for lunch.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘thick piece, hunk’): possibly an extension of obsolete 
lunch

 ‘thick piece, hunk,’ from Spanish 
lonja

 ‘slice.’





luncheonette

 
/ˌlən(t)SHəˈnet/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small, informal restaurant serving lunches.













lunch lady






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a woman who serves meals to children in a school




•
 
I ran over to the lunch lady and bought three cookies.




















lunchmeat

 
/ˈlən(t)SHmēt /

 
luncheon meat






noun




meat sold in slices for sandwiches; cold cuts.













lunch pail

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a lunchbox.








II.
 
adjective




(
lunch-pail

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 working-class; blue-collar




•
 
lunch-pail labourers.



















lunchroom

 
/ˈlənCHˌro͞om ˈlənCHˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a room or establishment in which lunch is served or in which it may be eaten; a school or office cafeteria.













lunchtime

 
/ˈlən(t)SHtīm/






noun




the time in the middle of day when lunch is eaten.













Lund

 
/lo͝ond/






a city in southwestern Sweden, just northeast of Malmö; pop. 107,351 (2008). Its university was founded in 1666.









Lunda

 
/ˈlo͝ondə, ˈlo͞on-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of any of several peoples living mainly in northern Zambia and adjoining parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) and Angola. From the 16th to 19th centuries, they established a substantial empire in the region.




2.
 
any of several Bantu languages of the Lunda, especially one spoken mainly in northwestern Zambia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Lunda or their language.











– origin

 a local name.





Lundy

 
/ˈləndē/





I.
 
a granite island in the Bristol Channel, off the coast of northern Devon.




II.
 
a shipping forecast area covering the Bristol Channel and the eastern Celtic Sea.









lune

 
/lo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crescent-shaped figure formed on a sphere or plane by two arcs intersecting at two points.




2.
 
a filled pasta case made from a circle of pasta dough folded over.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
luna

 ‘moon.’





lunette

 
/lo͞oˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something crescent-shaped, in particular




2.
 
an arched aperture or window, especially one in a domed ceiling.




3.
 
a crescent-shaped or semicircular alcove containing something such as a painting or statue.




4.
 
a fortification with two faces forming a projecting angle, and two flanks.




5.
 


[Christian Church]

 a holder for the consecrated host in a monstrance.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a semicircular horseshoe): from French, diminutive of 
lune

 ‘moon,’ from Latin 
luna

 .






lung

 
/ləNG/





I.
 
noun




each of the pair of organs situated within the rib cage, consisting of elastic sacs with branching passages into which air is drawn, so that oxygen can pass into the blood and carbon dioxide be removed. Lungs are characteristic of vertebrates other than fish, though similar structures are present in some other animal groups.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lungful

 
/ˈləNGˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
lungless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
lungen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
long

 and German 
Lunge

 , from an Indo-European root shared by light
 2
 ; compare with lights
 .





lung-busting






adjective






‹informal›

 requiring a great deal of effort or energy; very strenuous




•
 
she took control of the race, setting a hard pace in the lung-busting climb to Snake Hill




•
 
a lung-busting 80-yard sprint.



















lunge1


 
/lənj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden forward thrust of the body, typically with an arm outstretched to attack someone or seize something




•
 
he made a 
lunge at

 her.










2.
 
the basic attacking move in fencing, in which the leading foot is thrust forward with the knee bent while the back leg remains straightened.




3.
 
an exercise or gymnastic movement resembling the lunge of a fencer.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a lunge




•
 
the sequined guests 
lunged at

 the food




•
 
John lunged forward and grabbed him by the throat.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a sudden forward thrust with (a part of the body or a weapon)




•
 
Billy lunged his spear at the fish.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from earlier 
allonge

 , from French 
allonger

 ‘lengthen.’





lunge2


 
/lənj/






noun




variant of longe
 .














lunge3


 
/lənj/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 short for muskellunge
 .













lunged

 
/ləNGd/






adjective




having lungs, especially of a specified kind




•
 
lunged fish




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
his big-lunged female backing singer.



















lungeing cavesson






noun




another term for cavesson
 .













lungfish

 
/ˈləNGˌfiSH/






noun




an elongated freshwater fish with one or two sacs that function as lungs, enabling it to breathe air. It lives in poorly oxygenated water and can estivate in mud for long periods to survive drought.

[Subclass 
Dipnoi

 : families 
Ceratodontidae

 (one Australian species), 
Lepidosirenidae

 (one South American species), and 
Protopteridae

 (four African species).]













lungi

 
/ˈlo͝oNGɡē/





I.
 
noun




a length of cotton cloth worn as a loincloth in India or as a skirt in Burma (Myanmar), where it is the national dress for both sexes.











– origin

 Urdu.





lungworm

 
/ˈləNGwərm/






noun




a parasitic nematode worm found in the lungs of mammals, especially farm and domestic animals.

[
Dictyocaulus

 and other genera, class 
Phasmida

 .]













lungwort

 
/ˈləNGwərt ˈləNGwôrt/






noun




a bristly herbaceous European plant of the borage family, typically having white-spotted leaves and pink flowers that turn blue as they age.

[so named because the leaves were said to have the appearance of a diseased lung.] [Genus 
Pulmonaria

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. officinalis

 .]













lunisolar

 
/ˌlo͞onēˈsōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning the combined motions or effects of the sun and moon.




2.
 
of or employing a calendar year divided according to the phases of the moon, but adjusted in average length to fit the length of the solar cycle.




3.
 
of or denoting a 532-year period over which both the lunar months and the days of the week return to the same point in relation to the solar year.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
luna

 ‘moon’ + solar
 1
 .





lunitidal

 
/ˌlo͞oniˈtīdl/






adjective




denoting the interval between the time at which the moon crosses a meridian and the time of high tide at that meridian.













lunk

 
/ləNGk/






noun




short for lunkhead
 .













lunker

 
/ˈləNGkər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an exceptionally large specimen of something, in particular (among anglers) a fish.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






lunkhead

 
/ˈləNGkˌ(h)ed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a slow-witted person.








II.
 
derivatives





lunkheaded






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from an alteration of lump
 1
 + head
 .





lunula

 
/ˈlo͞onyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crescent-shaped object or mark, in particular




2.
 
the white area at the base of a fingernail.




3.
 


[Printing]

 one of a pair of parentheses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lunular

 
/-lər /






adjective













2.
 
lunulate

 
/-ˌlāt, -lit /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a crescent-shaped geometric figure): from Latin, diminutive of 
luna

 ‘moon.’





lunule

 
/ˈlo͞onyo͞ol/






noun



1.
 
a crescent-shaped or oval part or marking, in particular




2.
 
an oval depression in front of the beak on the outside of many clams.




3.
 
a small area above the antennae on the front of some kinds of flies.













Luo

 
/ˈlo͞oō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an East African people of Kenya and the upper Nile valley.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Luo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Luo or their language.











– origin

 the name in Luo.






Luoyang

 
/ˈlo͞oˈyäNG/






an industrial city in east central China, in Henan province, on the Luo River; pop. 1,065,100 (est. 2006). Between the 4th and 6th centuries 
AD

 , the construction of cave temples to the south of the city made it an important Buddhist center.

Former name Honan
 .









Lupercalia

 
/ˌlo͞opərˈkālyə /

 
Lupercal





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an ancient Roman festival of purification and fertility, held annually on February 15.








II.
 
derivatives





Lupercalian






adjective



















– origin

 Latin, neuter plural of 
lupercalis

 ‘relating to 
Lupercus

 ,’ Roman equivalent of the Greek god Pan.





lupine1


 
/ˈlo͞opin /

 


‹Brit.›

 lupin





I.
 
noun




a plant of the pea family, with deeply divided leaves and tall, colorful, tapering spikes of flowers.

[Genus 
Lupinus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular the popular cultivar 
Russell lupine

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
lupinus

 .





lupine2


 
/ˈlo͞oˌpīn/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or relating to a wolf or wolves




•
 
a lupine howl.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lupinus

 , from 
lupus

 ‘wolf.’





Lupino, Ida

 
/ləˈpēnō, lo͞o-/






(1918–95), US actress and director; born in England. She starred in 
They Drive by Night

 (1940), 
The Sea Wolf

 (1941), and 
The Big Knife

 (1955). Movies that she both acted in and directed include 
The Bigamist

 (1953).









lupulin

 
/ˈlo͞opyəlin/





I.
 
noun




a bitter, yellowish powder found on glandular hairs beneath the scales of the flowers of the female hop plant.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the modern Latin use as an epithet of Latin 
lupulus

 (as in 
Humulus lupulus

 ), a plant mentioned by Pliny and perhaps denoting ‘wild hops,’ + -in
 1
 .






lupus

 
/ˈlo͞opəs/





I.
 
noun




any of various diseases or conditions marked by inflammation of the skin, especially lupus vulgaris or lupus erythematosus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lupoid

 
/ˈlo͞oˌpoid /






adjective













2.
 
lupous

 
/-pəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘wolf.’





Lupus

 
/ˈlo͞opəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Wolf), lying partly in the Milky Way between Scorpius and Centaurus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Lupi

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Lupi.













– origin

 Latin.





lupus erythematosus

 
/ˌlo͞opəs ˌerəˌTHēməˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun




an inflammatory autoimmune disease causing scaly red patches on the skin, especially on the face, and sometimes affecting connective tissue in the internal organs.











– origin

 from lupus
 + modern Latin 
erythematosus

 , from Greek 
eruthēma

 ‘reddening.’





lupus vulgaris

 
/ˌlo͞opəs vəlˈɡerəs/





I.
 
noun




chronic direct infection of the skin with tuberculosis, causing dark red patches.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from lupus
 + Latin 
vulgaris

 ‘common.’





lurch1


 
/lərCH/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an abrupt uncontrolled movement, especially an unsteady tilt or roll




•
 
the boat 
gave a

 violent 
lurch

 , and he missed his footing.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an abrupt, unsteady, uncontrolled movement or series of movements; stagger




•
 
the car lurched forward




•
 
Stuart lurched to his feet




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was lurching from one crisis to the next.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun denoting the sudden leaning of a ship to one side): of unknown origin.





lurch2


 
/lərCH/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
leave someone in the lurch

 )


1.
 
leave an associate or friend abruptly and without assistance or support in a difficult situation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a state of discomfiture): from French 
lourche

 , the name of a game resembling backgammon, used in the phrase 
demeurer lourche

 ‘be discomfited.’





lurcher

 
/ˈlərCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crossbred dog, typically a retriever, collie, or sheepdog crossed with a greyhound, of a kind originally used for hunting and by poachers for catching rabbits.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a prowler, swindler, or petty thief.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from obsolete 
lurch

 ‘remain in a place furtively,’ variant of lurk
 .





lurdan

 
/ˈlərdn /

 

‹archaic›


 
lurdane





I.
 
noun




an idle or incompetent person.








II.
 
adjective




lazy; good-for-nothing.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lourdin

 , from 
lourd

 ‘heavy,’ 
lort

 ‘foolish,’ from Latin 
luridus

 ‘lurid.’





lure

 
/lo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tempt (a person or an animal) to do something or to go somewhere, especially by offering some form of reward




•
 
the child was lured into a car but managed to escape.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
something that tempts or is used to tempt a person or animal to do something




•
 
the film industry always has been a glamorous lure for young girls.










2.
 
the strongly attractive quality of a person or thing




•
 
the lure of a better-paid job.










3.
 
a type of bait used in fishing or hunting.




4.
 


[Falconry]

 a bunch of feathers with a weighted object attached to a long string, swung around the head of the falconer to recall a hawk.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
luere

 , of Germanic origin; probably related to German 
Luder

 ‘bait.’





Lurex

 
/ˈlo͝orˌeks /

 
lurex





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of yarn or fabric that incorporates a glittering metallic thread.











– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





lurid

 
/ˈlo͝orəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very vivid in color, especially so as to create an unpleasantly harsh or unnatural effect




•
 
lurid food colorings




•
 
a pair of lurid shorts.










2.
 
(of a description) presented in vividly shocking or sensational terms, especially giving explicit details of crimes or sexual matters




•
 
the more lurid details of the massacre were too frightening for the children.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
luridly

 
/ˈlo͝orədlē /






adverb













2.
 
luridness

 
/ˈlo͝orədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pale and dismal in color’): from Latin 
luridus

 ; related to 
luror

 ‘wan or yellow color.’






lurk

 
/lərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) be or remain hidden so as to wait in ambush for someone or something




•
 
a ruthless killer still lurked in the darkness.










2.
 
(of an unpleasant quality) be present in a latent or barely discernible state, although still presenting a threat




•
 
fear lurks beneath the surface




•
 (as 
adj.

 
lurking

 )
 
he lives with a lurking fear of exposure as a fraud.










3.
 


‹informal›

 read the postings on an Internet message board or in a chat room without making any contribution oneself.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from lour + the frequentative suffix 
-k

 (as in 
talk

 ).





lurker

 
/ˈlərkər/






noun




a person who lurks, in particular a user of an Internet message board or chat room who does not participate.













Lurton, Horace Harmon

 
/ˈlərtn/






(1844–1914), US Supreme Court associate justice 1909–14. A judge in the US Court of Appeals 1893–1909, he was appointed to the Court by President Taft.









Lusaka

 
/lo͝oˈsäkə/






the capital of Zambia; pop. 1,420,000 (est. 2009).










Lusatian

 
/lo͞oˈsāSHən/






adjective, noun




another term for Sorbian
 .














luscious

 
/ˈləSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food or wine) having a pleasingly rich, sweet taste




•
 
a luscious and fragrant dessert wine.










2.
 
richly verdant or opulent.




3.
 
(of a woman) very sexually attractive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lusciously

 
/ˈləSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
lusciousness

 
/ˈləSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps an alteration of obsolete 
licious

 , shortened form of delicious
 .






lush1


 
/ləSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of vegetation) growing luxuriantly




•
 
lush greenery and cultivated fields.










2.
 
very rich and providing great sensory pleasure




•
 
lush orchestrations.










3.
 
(of a woman) very sexually attractive




•
 
Marianne, with her lush body and provocative green eyes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lushly






adverb













2.
 
lushness

 
/ˈləSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps an alteration of obsolete 
lash

 ‘soft, lax,’ from Old French 
lasche

 ‘lax,’ by association with luscious
 .





lush2


 
/ləSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a heavy drinker, especially a habitual one.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 make (someone) drunk




•
 
Mr. Hobart 
got

 so 
lushed up

 he was spilling drinks down his shirt.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps a humorous use of lush
 1
 .






Lushai

 
/lo͞oˈSHī, ˈlo͞oˌSHī/






noun




another name for Mizo
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).














Lushun

 
/ˈlo͞oˈSHo͝on, ˈlY-/






a port on the Liaodong Peninsula in northeastern China, now part of the urban complex of Luda. It was leased by Russia for use as a Pacific naval port 1898–1905, when it was known as Port Arthur.









Lusitania1


 
/ˌlo͞osəˈtānēə/





I.
 
an ancient Roman province on the Iberian peninsula that corresponds to modern Portugal.




II.
 
derivatives





Lusitanian






adjective, noun





















Lusitania2







a Cunard liner that was sunk by a German submarine in the Atlantic in May 1915 with the loss of over 1,000 lives.










lust

 
/ləst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
very strong sexual desire




•
 
he knew that his 
lust for

 her had returned.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a passionate desire for something




•
 
a 
lust for

 power.










3.
 
(usu. 
lusts

 )
 — 

[chiefly Theology]

 a sensual appetite regarded as sinful




•
 
lusts of the flesh.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a very strong sexual desire for someone




•
 
he really 
lusted after

 me in those days.










2.
 
feel a strong desire for something




•
 
pregnant women 
lusting for

 pickles and ice cream.

















– origin

 Old English (also in the sense ‘pleasure, delight’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
lust

 and German 
Lust

 .





luster1


 
/ˈləstər /

 


‹Brit.›

 lustre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gentle sheen or soft glow, especially that of a partly reflective surface




•
 
the luster of the Milky Way




•
 
she couldn't eat, and her hair lost its luster.










2.
 
the manner in which the surface of a mineral reflects light.




3.
 
glory or distinction




•
 
a celebrity player to 
add luster to

 the lineup.










4.
 
a thin coating containing unoxidized metal that gives an iridescent glaze to ceramics.




5.
 
ceramics with an iridescent metallic glaze; lusterware


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
luster jugs.










6.
 
a fabric or yarn with a sheen or gloss.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 a thin dress material with a cotton warp, woolen weft, and a glossy surface.




8.
 
a prismatic glass pendant on a chandelier or other ornament.




9.
 
a cut-glass chandelier or candelabra.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
lustre

 , from Italian 
lustro

 , from the verb 
lustrare

 , from Latin 
lustrare

 ‘illuminate.’





luster2


 
/ˈləstər /

 


‹Brit.›

 lustre






noun




another term for lustrum
 .













lustered

 
/ˈləstərd/






adjective




(especially of ceramics) having an iridescent surface; shining.













lusterless

 
/ˈləstərləs /

 


‹Brit.›

 lustreless






adjective




not bright or shiny; dull




•
 
a lusterless complexion.



















lusterware

 
/ˈləstərˌwer /

 


‹Brit.›

 lustreware






noun




ceramic articles with an iridescent metallic glaze.













lustful

 
/ˈləs(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing strong feelings of sexual desire




•
 
lustful glances.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lustfully

 
/ˈləs(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
lustfulness

 
/ˈləs(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















lustily

 
/ˈləstəlē/






adverb




in a strong, healthy, vigorous way; heartily




•
 
fans cheered lustily.



















lustra

 
/ˈləstrə/






plural form of lustrum
 .









lustral

 
/ˈləstrəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or used in ceremonial purification.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
lustralis

 , from 
lustrum

 (see lustrum
 ).





lustrate

 
/ˈləstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 purify by expiatory sacrifice, ceremonial washing, or some other ritual action




•
 
a soul lustrated in the baptismal waters.














II.
 
derivatives





lustration

 
/ləˈstrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
lustrat-

 ‘purified by lustral rites,’ from the verb 
lustrare

 , from 
lustrum

 (see lustrum
 ).





lustrous

 
/ˈləstrəs/





I.
 
adjective




having luster; shining




•
 
large, lustrous eyes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lustrously






adverb













2.
 
lustrousness






noun






















lustrum

 
/ˈləstrəm/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 
‹historical›

 a period of five years.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, originally denoting a purificatory sacrifice after a quinquennial census.





lusty

 
/ˈləstē/





I.
 
adjective




healthy and strong; full of vigor




•
 
the other farms had lusty young sons to work the land




•
 
lusty singing.














II.
 
derivatives





lustiness

 
/ˈləstēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from lust
 (in the early sense ‘vigor’) + -y
 1
 .





lusus naturae

 
/ˌlo͞osəs nəˈt(y)o͝orˌē, ˌlo͞osəs nəˈt(y)o͝orˌī/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a freak of nature.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘a sport of nature.’






lute1


 
/lo͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a plucked stringed instrument with a long neck bearing frets and a rounded body with a flat front that is shaped like a halved egg.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
lut

 , 
leut

 , probably via Provençal from Arabic 
al-῾ūd

 .





lute2


 
/lo͞ot/





I.
 
noun




liquid clay or cement used to seal a joint, coat a crucible, or protect a graft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal, join, or coat with lute.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
lut

 or medieval Latin 
lutum

 , a special use of Latin 
lutum

 ‘potter's clay.’





luteal

 
/ˈlo͞odēəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the corpus luteum.













lutefisk

 
/ˈlo͞odəˌfisk/






noun




a Scandinavian dish prepared by soaking dried cod in lye to tenderize it, then skinning, boning, and boiling the fish to a gelatinous consistency.













lutein

 
/ˈlo͞odēən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a deep yellow pigment of the xanthophyll class, found in the leaves of plants, in egg yolk, and in the corpus luteum.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
luteum

 ‘yolk of egg’ (neuter of 
luteus

 ‘yellow’) + -in
 1
 .





luteinizing hormone

 
/ˈlo͞otēəˌnīziNG, ˈlo͞otnˌīziNG/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the anterior pituitary gland that stimulates ovulation in females and the synthesis of androgen in males.













lutenist

 
/ˈlo͞otnəst /

 
lutanist





I.
 
noun




a lute player.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
lutanista

 , from 
lutana

 ‘lute.’





luteo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
orange-colored




•
 
luteofulvous.










2.
 
relating to the corpus luteum




•
 
luteotrophic.

















– origin

 from Latin 
luteus

 (or neuter 
luteum

 ) ‘yellow.’





luteotropic hormone

 
/ˌlo͞otēəˈtrōpik, -ˈträpik /

 
luteotrophic hormone






noun




another term for prolactin
 .













lutestring

 
/ˈlo͞otstriNG /

 
lustrine
 , lustring





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a glossy silk fabric, or a satin-weave fabric resembling it.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
lustrine

 or from Italian 
lustrino

 , from 
lustro

 ‘luster.’





Lutetia

 
/lo͞oˈtēSH(ē)ə/






Roman name for Paris
 1
 .









lutetium

 
/lo͞oˈtēSH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Lu

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 71, a rare silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
lutécium

 , from Latin 
Lutetia

 , the ancient name of Paris, the home of its discoverer.





Luther, Martin

 
/ˈlo͞oTHər/






(1483–1546), German theologian; the principal figure of the German Reformation. He preached the doctrine of justification by faith rather than by works and railed against the sale of indulgences and papal authority.









Lutheran

 
/ˈlo͞oTH(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a follower of Martin Luther.




2.
 
a member of the Lutheran Church.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characterized by the theology of Martin Luther.




2.
 
of or relating to the Lutheran Church.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Lutheranism

 
/ˈlo͞oTH(ə)rəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
Lutheranize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb





















Lutheran Church






the Protestant Church accepting the Augsburg Confession of 1530, with justification by faith alone as a cardinal doctrine. The Lutheran Church is the largest Protestant body worldwide, with substantial membership in Germany, Scandinavia, and the US.









luthern

 
/ˈlo͞oTHərn/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for dormer
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an alteration of earlier 
lucarne

 ‘skylight,’ from Old French.





luthier

 
/ˈlo͞odēər/





I.
 
noun




a maker of stringed instruments such as violins or guitars.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
luth

 ‘lute.’





Luthuli, Albert John

 
/lo͞oˈto͞olē /

 
Lutuli






(
c.

 1898–1967), South African political leader. His presidency of the African National Congress 1952–60 was marked by a program of civil disobedience. Nobel Peace Prize (1960).









lutino

 
/lo͞oˈtēnō/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a bird (especially a bird of the parrot family that is often kept as a pet) with more yellow in the plumage than is usual for the species.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
luteus

 ‘yellow’ + 
-ino

 , on the pattern of 
albino

 .





lutist

 
/ˈlo͞odist/






noun



1.
 
a lute player.




2.
 
a maker of lutes; a luthier.













Luton

 
/ˈlo͞otn/






an industrial town northwest of London; pop. 167,000.









Lutsk

 
/lo͞otsk/






a river port and industrial city in northwestern Ukraine, on the Styr River; pop. 209,300 (est. 2009). Polish name 
Łuck

 .









Lutyens, Elisabeth






(1906–83), English composer; full name 
Agnes Elisabeth Lutyens

 ; the daughter of Sir Edwin Lutyens. She was one of the first English composers to use the 12-note system.









Lutyens, Sir Edwin Landseer

 
/ˈlətyenz/






(1869–1944), English architect. He is particularly known for his open garden-city layout in New Delhi in 1912 and for the Cenotaph in London (1919–21).









lutz

 
/ləts, lo͝ots /

 
Lutz





I.
 
noun






[Figure Skating]

 a jump with a backward takeoff from the backward outside edge of one skate to the backward outside edge of the other, with one or more full turns in the air.











– origin

 1930s: named after the Austrian skater Alois 
Lutz

 (1899–1918).





luv

 
/ləv/






noun, verb




nonstandard spelling of love
 (representing informal or dialect use).













Luvale

 
/lo͞oˈvälā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in eastern Angola and western Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Luvale, with around 600,000 speakers.

Also called Lwena.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Luvale or their language.













luvvie

 
/ˈləvē /

 
luvvy






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 an actor or actress, especially one who is particularly effusive or affected




•
 
everyone is singing his praises—from the luvvies at Cannes to various political figures in the US.



















Luwian

 
/ˈlo͞oēən /

 
Luvian





I.
 
noun




an Anatolian language of the 2nd millennium 
BC

 . It is recorded in both cuneiform and hieroglyphic scripts and may have been the language spoken in Troy at the time of the Homeric war.











– origin

 from 
Luwia

 , part of Asia Minor, + -an
 .





lux

 
/ləks /

 
lx





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of illuminance, equal to one lumen per square meter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘light.’






luxate

 
/ˈləksāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 dislocate.








II.
 
derivatives





luxation

 
/ləkˈsāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
luxat-

 ‘dislocated,’ from the verb 
luxare

 , from 
luxus

 ‘out of joint.’





luxe

 
/ləks, lo͝oks/





I.
 
adjective




expensive and of high quality; luxurious




•
 
the luxe 65-room Four Seasons hotel.














II.
 
noun




luxury.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
luxus

 ‘abundance.’






Luxembourg

 
/ˈləksəmbərɡ ˈlo͝oksəmˌbo͝ork/







1.
 
a country in western Europe, between Belgium and Germany and north of France; pop. 491,800 (est. 2009); capital, Luxembourg; official languages, Luxemburgish, French, and German.




2.
 
the capital of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg; pop. 88,600 (est. 2009). It is the seat of the European Court of Justice.




3.
 
a province in southeastern Belgium; capital, Arlon.





Annexed by France in 1795, Luxembourg became an independent grand duchy as a result of the Treaty of Vienna in 1815. It formed a customs union with Belgium in 1922, which was extended in 1948 into the Benelux Customs Union with the Netherlands. It was a founding member of the EEC in 1957.









Luxembourger

 
/ˈləksəmˌbərɡər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of Luxembourg




•
 
the young Luxembourger has looked particularly strong.



















Luxemburg, Rosa

 
/ˈləksəmbərɡ, ˈlo͝oksəmˌbo͝ork/






(1871–1919), German revolutionary leader, born in Poland. Together with German socialist 
Karl Liebknecht

 (1871–1919), she founded the Spartacus League in 1916 and the German Communist Party in 1918.










Luxemburgish

 
/ˈləksəmˌbərɡiSH, ˈlo͝oksəmˌbo͝or-/






noun




the local language of Luxembourg, a form of German with a strong admixture of French.

Also called Letzeburgesch
 .














Luxor

 
/ˈləksôr/





I.
 
a city in eastern Egypt, on the eastern bank of the Nile River; pop. 202,200 (est. 2006). The site of ancient Thebes, it contains the ruins of a temple built by Amenhotep III and of monuments erected by Ramses II.

Arabic name el-Uqsur
 .







– origin

 from Arabic 
al-uqṣur

 ‘the castles.’





luxuriant

 
/ˌləɡˈZHo͝orēənt ˌləkˈSHo͝orēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of vegetation) rich and profuse in growth; lush




•
 
forests of dark, luxuriant foliage




•
 


‹figurative›

 luxuriant prose.










2.
 
(of hair) thick and healthy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
luxuriance

 
/ləɡˈZHo͝orēəns ləkˈSHo͝orēəns /






noun













2.
 
luxuriantly

 
/ləɡˈZHo͝orēəntlē ləkˈSHo͝orēəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
luxuriant-

 ‘growing rankly,’ from the verb 
luxuriare

 , from 
luxuria

 ‘luxury, rankness.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at luxurious
 .





luxuriate

 
/ˌləɡˈZHo͝orēˌāt ˌləkˈSHo͝orēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often 
luxuriate in

 )


1.
 
enjoy oneself in a luxurious way; take self-indulgent delight




•
 
she was luxuriating in a long bath.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
luxuriat-

 ‘grown in abundance,’ from the verb 
luxuriare

 .





luxurious

 
/ˌləɡˈZHo͝orēəs ˌləkˈSHo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely comfortable, elegant, or enjoyable, especially in a way that involves great expense




•
 
the bedrooms have luxurious marble bathrooms




•
 
many of the leadership led relatively luxurious lives.










2.
 
giving self-indulgent or sensuous pleasure




•
 
a luxurious wallow in a scented bath.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
luxuriously

 
/ləɡˈZHo͝orēəslē ləkˈSHo͝orēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
luxuriousness

 
/ləɡˈZHo͝orēəsnəs ləkˈSHo͝orēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘lascivious’): from Old French 
luxurios

 , from Latin 
luxuriosus

 , from 
luxuria

 ‘luxury.’ / 
usage:

 
Luxuriant

 and 
luxurious

 are sometimes confused. 
Luxuriant

 means 'lush, profuse, prolific': forests of dark luxuriant foliage; luxuriant black eyelashes. 
Luxurious

 , a much more common word, means 'supplied with luxuries, extremely comfortable': a luxurious mansion.





luxury

 
/ˈləkSH(ə)rē ˈləɡZH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of great comfort and extravagant living




•
 
he lived a life of luxury.










2.
 
an inessential, desirable item that is expensive or difficult to obtain




•
 
luxuries like raspberry vinegar and state-of-the-art CD players




•
 
he considers bananas a luxury.














II.
 
adjective




luxurious or of the nature of a luxury




•
 
a luxury yacht




•
 
luxury goods.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting lechery): from Old French 
luxurie

 , 
luxure

 , from Latin 
luxuria

 , from 
luxus

 ‘excess.’ The earliest current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





Luzon

 
/lo͞oˈzän/






the largest and most northern island in the Philippines. Its chief towns are Quezon City and Manila, which is the country's capital.









lv.






abbreviation




leave or leaves.














Lviv

 
/ləˈvēf, ləˈvēo͞o/






an industrial city in western Ukraine, near the border with Poland; pop. 734,500 (est. 2009). Russian name 
Lvov

 .

Polish name Lwów
 . German name Lemberg
 .









LVN






abbreviation




licensed vocational nurse.













lwei

 
/ləˈwā/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Angola, equal to one hundredth of a kwanza.











– origin

 a local word.





LWM






abbreviation




low-water mark.













L-word

 
/ˈelˌwərd/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 used in place of such words as “liberal,” “lesbian,” and “love,” in contexts where the word is regarded as having negative or taboo connotations.











– origin

 on the pattern of 
F-word

 .






Lwów

 
/ləˈvôf, -ˈvôv/






Polish name for Lviv
 .









LWV






abbreviation




League of Women Voters.













lx






abbreviation






[Physics]

 lux.













LXX





I.
 
symbol




Septuagint.











– origin

 special use of the Roman numeral for 70.






-ly1


 
/lē/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives meaning:




2.
 
having the qualities of




•
 
brotherly




•
 
rascally.










3.
 
recurring at intervals of




•
 
hourly




•
 
quarterly.

















– origin

 Old English 
-līc

 , of Germanic origin; related to like
 1
 .






-ly2


 
/lē/





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs from adjectives, chiefly denoting manner or degree




•
 
greatly




•
 
happily




•
 
pointedly.

















– origin

 Old English 
-līce

 , of Germanic origin.





Lyallpur

 
/ˈlīlˌpo͝or/






former name (until 1979) for Faisalabad
 .









lyase

 
/ˈlīˌās, -ˌāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the joining of specified molecules or groups by a double bond.













lycaenid

 
/līˈsēnid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a small butterfly of a family (
Lycaenidae

 ) that includes the blues, coppers, hairstreaks, and arguses.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Lycaenidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Lycaena

 , apparently from Greek 
lukaina

 ‘she-wolf.’





lycanthrope

 
/ˈlīkənˌTHrōp/





I.
 
noun




a werewolf.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
lycanthropus

 , from Greek 
lukanthrōpos

 ‘wolf man’ (see lycanthropy
 ).






lycanthropy

 
/līˈkanTHrəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the supernatural transformation of a person into a wolf, as recounted in folk tales.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a form of madness involving the delusion of being an animal, usually a wolf, with correspondingly altered behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





lycanthropic

 
/ˌlīkənˈTHräpik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a supposed form of madness): from modern Latin 
lycanthropia

 , from Greek 
lukanthrōpia

 , from 
lukos

 ‘wolf’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being, man.’





lycée

 
/lēˈsā/





I.
 
noun




a secondary school in France that is funded by the government.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
lyceum

 (see Lyceum
 ).






Lyceum

 
/līˈsēəm/





I.
 
the garden at Athens in which Aristotle taught philosophy.




II.
 
(
the Lyceum

 )
 — Aristotelian philosophy and its followers.




III.
 
(
a lyceum

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹archaic›

 a literary institution, lecture hall, or teaching place.







– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Lukeion

 , neuter of 
Lukeios

 , epithet of Apollo (from whose neighboring temple the Lyceum was named).





lychgate

 
/ˈliCHˌɡāt /

 
lichgate





I.
 
noun




a roofed gateway to a churchyard, formerly used during burials for sheltering a coffin until the clergyman's arrival.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old English 
līc

 ‘body’ + gate
 .





lychnis

 
/ˈliknis/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the campions and a number of cultivated ornamental flowers.

[Genus 
Lychnis

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, via Latin from Greek 
lukhnis

 , denoting a red flower, from 
lukhnos

 ‘lamp.’





Lycia

 
/ˈliSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
an ancient region on the coast of southwestern Asia Minor, between Caria and Pamphylia.




II.
 
derivatives





Lycian






adjective, noun





















lycopene

 
/ˈlīkəˌpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a red carotenoid pigment present in tomatoes and many berries and fruits.











– origin

 1930s: from the variant 
lycopin

 (from modern Latin 
Lycopersicon

 , a genus name including the tomato) + -ene
 .





lycopod

 
/ˈlīkəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a club moss, especially a lycopodium. Giant lycopods the size of trees were common in the Carboniferous period.

[Class 
Lycopsida

 : several families.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: anglicized form of lycopodium
 .






lycopodium

 
/ˌlīkəˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of a genus that includes the common club mosses.

[Genus 
Lycopodium

 , family 
Lycopodiaceae

 .]




2.
 
(usu. 
lycopodium powder

 or 
lycopodium seed

 )
 — a fine, flammable powder consisting of club moss spores, formerly used as an absorbent in surgery, in experiments in the physical sciences, and in making fireworks.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
lukos

 ‘wolf’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ (because of the clawlike shape of the root).





Lycopsida

 
/līˈkäpsədə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a class of pteridophyte plants that comprises the club mosses and their extinct relatives.




II.
 
derivatives





lycopsid

 
/-sid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
lukos

 ‘wolf’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance.’





Lycra

 
/ˈlīkrə/






noun






‹trademark›

 an elastic polyurethane fiber or fabric used especially for close-fitting sports clothing.













Lycurgus

 
/līˈkərɡəs/






(9th century 
BC

 ), Spartan lawmaker. He is traditionally held to have been the founder of the constitution and military regime of ancient Sparta.









lyddite

 
/ˈlidīt/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a high explosive containing picric acid, used chiefly by the British during World War I.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Lydd

 , a town in Kent, England, where the explosive was first tested, + -ite
 1
 .





Lydgate, John

 
/ˈlidˌɡāt, -ɡit/






(
c.

 1370–
c.

 1450), English poet and monk.









Lydia

 
/ˈlidēə/






an ancient region of western Asia Minor, south of Mysia and north of Caria. It became a powerful kingdom in the 7th century 
BC

 but in 546 Croesus, its last king, was defeated by Cyrus and it was absorbed into the Persian empire.









Lydian

 
/ˈlidēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the ancient region of Lydia in western Asia Minor or its inhabitants




•
 
a Lydian girl who is an excellent weaver.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the ancient region of Lydia in western Asia Minor




•
 
they were conquered in the sixth century by Lydians.










2.
 
the Anatolian language of the Lydians, of which some inscriptions and other texts have survived in a version of the Greek alphabet.













Lydian mode






noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale F–F (containing an augmented 4th).













lye

 
/lī/





I.
 
noun




a strongly alkaline solution, especially of potassium hydroxide, used for washing or cleansing.











– origin

 Old English 
lēag

 , of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
loog

 , German 
Lauge

 , also to lather
 .





Lyell, Sir Charles

 
/ˈlī(ə)l/






(1797–1875), Scottish geologist. He held that the Earth's features were shaped over a long period of time by natural processes.









lying1


 
/ˈlīiNG/






present participle of lie
 1
 .









lying2


 
/ˈlīiNG/





I.
 
present participle of lie
 2
 .




II.
 
adjective




not telling the truth




•
 
he's a lying, cheating, snake in the grass.














III.
 
derivatives





lyingly






adverb





















lying-in

 
/ˌlīiNG ˈin/






noun






‹archaic›

 seclusion before and after childbirth; confinement.













Lyly, John

 
/ˈlilē/






(
c.

 1554–1606), English prose writer and playwright. His prose romance in two parts, 
Euphues, The Anatomy of Wit

 (1578) and 
Euphues and His England

 (1580), was written in a style that became known as 
euphuism

 .









Lyman series

 
/ˈlīmən ˌsirēz /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a series of lines in the ultraviolet spectrum of atomic hydrogen, between 122 and 91 nanometers.







– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Theodore 
Lyman

 (1874–1954), American physicist.





Lyme

 
/līm/






a town in southeastern Connecticut, on the Connecticut River, that gave its name to Lyme disease. Pop. 2,077 (est. 2008).









Lyme disease

 
/ˈlīm diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




an inflammatory disease characterized at first by a rash, headache, fever, and chills, and later by possible arthritis and neurological and cardiac disorders, caused by bacteria that are transmitted by ticks.

[Lyme disease is caused by the spirochete 
Borrelia burgdorferi

 .]











– origin

 1970s: named after 
Lyme

 , Connecticut, where an outbreak occurred.






lymph

 
/limf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 a colorless fluid containing white blood cells, that bathes the tissues and drains through the lymphatic system into the bloodstream.




2.
 
fluid exuding from a sore or inflamed tissue.




3.
 


‹literary›

 pure water.








II.
 
derivatives





lymphous

 
/-fəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
lymphe

 or Latin 
lympha

 , 
limpa

 ‘water.’





lymph-






combining form




variant spelling of lympho-
 shortened before a vowel, as in 
lymphangiography

 .













lymphadenitis

 
/ˌlimˌfadnˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the lymph nodes.













lymphadenopathy

 
/ˌlimfadnˈäpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease affecting the lymph nodes.














lymphangiography

 
/ˌlimˌfanjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 X-ray examination of the vessels of the lymphatic system after injection of a substance opaque to X-rays.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
lymphangiogram

 
/limˈfanjēəˌɡram /






noun













2.
 
lymphangiographic

 
/-jēəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















lymphangitis

 
/ˌlimˌfanˈjīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the walls of the lymphatic vessels.













lymphatic

 
/limˈfadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Physiology]

 of or relating to lymph or its secretion




•
 
lymphatic vessels




•
 
lymphatic drainage.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) pale, flabby, or sluggish.








II.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a veinlike vessel conveying lymph in the body.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘frenzied, mad’): from Latin 
lymphaticus

 ‘mad,’ from Greek 
numpholēptos

 ‘seized by nymphs’; now associated with lymph
 , on the pattern of words such as 
spermatic

 .





lymphatic system

 
/limˈfadik ˌsistəm/






noun




the network of vessels through which lymph drains from the tissues into the blood.













lymph gland






noun




less technical term for lymph node
 .














lymph node

 
/limf nōd/






noun






[Physiology]

 each of a number of small swellings in the lymphatic system where lymph is filtered and lymphocytes are formed.














lympho-

 
lymph-






combining form




representing lymph





•
 
lymphocyte.



















lymphoblast

 
/ˈlimfəˌblast/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal cell resembling a large lymphocyte, produced in large numbers in a form of leukemia.








II.
 
derivatives





lymphoblastic

 
/ˌlimfəˈblastik /






adjective





















lymphocyte

 
/ˈlimfəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a form of small leukocyte (white blood cell) with a single round nucleus, occurring especially in the lymphatic system.








II.
 
derivatives





lymphocytic

 
/ˌlimfəˈsitik /






adjective





















lymphography

 
/limˈfäɡrəfē/






noun




short for lymphangiography
 .













lymphoid

 
/ˈlimfoid/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or denoting the tissue responsible for producing lymphocytes and antibodies. This tissue occurs in the lymph nodes, thymus, tonsils, and spleen, and dispersed elsewhere in the body.













lymphokine

 
/ˈlimfəˌkīn/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a substance produced by lymphocytes, such as interferon, that acts upon other cells of the immune system, e.g., by activating macrophages.











– origin

 1960s: from lympho-
 + Greek 
kinein

 ‘to move.’





lymphoma

 
/limˈfōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 cancer of the lymph nodes.














lymphoreticular

 
/ˌlimfōriˈtikyələr/






adjective




another term for reticuloendothelial
 .













lymphotoxin

 
/ˌlimfəˈtäksin/






noun






[Immunology]

 a lymphokine that causes the destruction of certain cells, especially tumor cells.













lynch

 
/lin(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a mob) kill (someone), especially by hanging, for an alleged offense with or without a legal trial.








II.
 
derivatives





lyncher






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Lynch's law

 , early form of 
lynch law

 ‘the practice of killing an alleged criminal by lynching,’ named after Capt. William 
Lynch

 , head of a self-constituted judicial tribunal in Virginia 
c.

 1780.





Lynchburg

 
/ˈlin(t)SHbərɡ/






a city in west central Virginia, near the Blue Ridge Mountains; pop. 72,596 (est. 2008).









lynch mob

 
/ˈlinCH ˌmäb/






noun




a band of people intent on lynching someone.













Lynn

 
/lin/






a city in northeastern Massachusetts, on Massachusetts Bay, northeast of Boston; pop. 86,957 (est. 2008).









Lynn, Dame Vera






(1917–), English singer; born 
Vera Margaret Welch

 . She is known chiefly for her rendering of such songs as “We'll Meet Again” and “White Cliffs of Dover,” which she sang to the troops during World War II.









Lynn, Loretta






(1935–), US country singer and songwriter; born 
Loretta Webb

 . She had hits with songs such as 
“Honky Tonk Girl”

 (1960), 
“Don't Come Home A-Drinkin' (With Loving on Your Mind)”

 (1966), and 
“Coal Miner's Daughter”

 (1970). The movie 
Coal Miner's Daughter

 (1980) was based on her 1976 autobiography of the same name. Country Music Hall of Fame (1988).










lynx

 
/liNGks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild cat with yellowish-brown fur (sometimes spotted), a short tail, and tufted ears, found chiefly in the northern latitudes of North America and Eurasia.

[Genus 
Felis

 , family 
Felidae

 : the 
Eurasian lynx

 (
L. lynx

 ) and the 
Canadian lynx

 (
L. canadensis

 or 
L. lynx

 ).]




2.
 
the fur of the lynx.




3.
 
(
African lynx

 )
 — see caracal
 .











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
lunx

 .





Lynx

 
/liNGks /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous northern constellation (the Lynx), between Ursa Major and Gemini.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Lyncis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Lyncis.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
lunx

 .





lynx-eyed

 
/ˈliNGksˌīd/






adjective




keen-sighted.













lyocell

 
/ˈlīəˌsel/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a strong synthetic fiber made from reconstituted cellulose, used in carpets and in apparel when blended with other fibers.











– origin

 1990s: probably from Greek 
luein

 ‘loosen’ + 
cell

 as in cellulose
 .





Lyon, Mary Mason

 
/ˈlīən/






(1797–1849), US educator. She founded Mount Holyoke Female Seminary (later Mount Holyoke College) in South Hadley, Massachusetts, in 1837 and served as its first president 1837–49.









lyonnaise

 
/ˌlīəˈnāz/





I.
 
adjective




(of food, especially sliced potatoes) cooked with onions or with a white wine and onion sauce.











– origin

 French, ‘characteristic of the city of Lyons.’






Lyons

 
/lēˈôn ˈlīənz/






an industrial city and river port in southeastern France, situated at the confluence of the Rhône and Saône rivers, the capital of the Rhône-Alpes region; pop. 480,778 (2006). Founded by the Romans in 
AD

 43 as Lugdunum, it was an important city of Roman Gaul. French name 
Lyon

 .









lyophilic

 
/ˌlīəˈfilik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a colloid) readily dispersed by a solvent and not easily precipitated.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
luein

 ‘loosen, dissolve’ + 
philos

 ‘loving.’





lyophilize

 
/līˈäfəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 freeze-dry (a substance).








II.
 
derivatives





lyophilization

 
/līˌäfəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n līˌäfələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















lyophobic

 
/ˌlīəˈfōbik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a colloid) not lyophilic.













Lyotard, Jean-François

 
/ˌlēəˈtär/






(1924–1998), French philosopher and literary critic. He outlined his “philosophy of desire,” based on the politics of Nietzsche, in 
L'Économie libidinale

 (1974). In later works, he adopted a postmodern quasi-Wittgensteinian linguistic philosophy.









lyr.






abbreviation




lyric.













Lyra

 
/ˈlīrə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small northern constellation (the Lyre), said to represent the lyre invented by Hermes. It contains the bright star Vega.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Lyrae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Lyrae.













– origin

 Latin.





lyre

 
/ˈlī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a stringed instrument like a small U-shaped harp with strings fixed to a crossbar, used especially in ancient Greece. Modern instruments of this type are found mainly in East Africa.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
lire

 and Latin 
lyra

 from Greek 
lura

 .





lyrebird

 
/ˈlī(ə)rˌbərd/






noun




a large Australian songbird, the male of which has a long, lyre-shaped tail and is noted for his remarkable song and display.

[Family 
Menuridae

 and genus 
Menura

 : two species, in particular the 
superb lyrebird

 (
M. novaehollandiae

 ).]













lyric

 
/ˈlirik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of poetry) expressing the writer's emotions, usually briefly and in stanzas or recognized forms.




2.
 
(of a poet) writing lyric poetry.




3.
 
(of a singing voice) using a light register




•
 
a lyric soprano with a light, clear timber.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
lyrics

 )


1.
 
a lyric poem or verse.




2.
 
lyric poetry as a literary genre.




3.
 
the words of a song




•
 
she has published both music and lyrics for a number of songs.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
lyrique

 or Latin 
lyricus

 , from Greek 
lurikos

 , from 
lura

 ‘lyre.’





lyrical

 
/ˈlirik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of literature, art, or music) expressing the writer's emotions in an imaginative and beautiful way




•
 
the poet's combination of lyrical and descriptive power.










2.
 
(of poetry or a poet) lyric




•
 
Wordsworth's Lyrical Ballads.










3.
 
of or relating to the words of a popular song




•
 
the lyrical content of his songs.














II.
 
phrases





wax lyrical






talk in a highly enthusiastic and effusive way




•
 
waxing lyrical about his splendid son-in-law.























lyrically

 
/ˈlirik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner which expresses emotions in an imaginative and beautiful way




•
 
he spoke lyrically of his childhood.










2.
 
with reference to the words of a popular song




•
 
the new songs are more interesting, both musically and lyrically.



















lyricism

 
/ˈlirəˌsizəm/






noun




an artist's expression of emotion in an imaginative and beautiful way; the quality of being lyrical.













lyricist

 
/ˈlirəsəst/






noun




a person who writes the words to a popular song or musical.













lyricize

 
/ˈlirəˌsīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 write or sing lyrics.




2.
 


[Music]

 write in a lyric style.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 treat in a lyric style or put into lyric form.













lyrist





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/ˈlīrist /

 — a person who plays the lyre.




2.
 

/ˈlirist /

 — a lyric poet.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
lyrista

 , from Greek 
luristēs

 , from 
lura

 ‘lyre.’





Lysander

 
/līˈsandər/






(died 395 
BC

 ) Spartan general. He defeated the Athenian navy in 405 and captured Athens in 404, bringing the Peloponnesian War to an end.









lysate

 
/ˈlīsāt/






noun






[Biology]

 a preparation containing the products of lysis of cells.













lyse

 
/līs līz/





I.
 
verb






[Biology]

 undergo or cause to undergo lysis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from lysis
 .





Lysenko, Trofim Denisovich

 
/līˈsenkō, liˈsyenkə/





I.
 
(1898–1976), Soviet biologist and geneticist. An adherent of Lamarck's theory of evolution by the inheritance of acquired characteristics, he dominated Soviet genetics for many years.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Lysenkoism

 
/-kōˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
Lysenkoist

 
/-kōˌist /






adjective, noun





















lysergic acid

 
/līˈsərjik, li-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound prepared from natural ergot alkaloids or synthetically, from which the drug LSD (
lysergic acid diethylamide

 ) can be made.

[A tetracyclic acid; chem. formula: C16
 H16
 N2
 O2
 .]











– origin

 1930s: 
lysergic

 from (
hydro)lys(is)

 + 
erg(ot)

 + -ic
 .





lysin

 
/ˈlīsn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an antibody or other substance able to cause lysis of cells (especially bacteria).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Lysine

 .





lysine

 
/ˈlīsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a basic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 (CH2
 )4
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Lysin

 , based on lysis
 .






lysis

 
/ˈlīsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the disintegration of a cell by rupture of the cell wall or membrane.




2.
 
the gradual decline of disease symptoms.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
lusis

 ‘loosening,’ from 
luein

 ‘loosen.’






-lysis





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting disintegration or decomposition.




2.
 
in nouns specifying an agent




•
 
hydrolysis.










3.
 
in nouns specifying a reactant




•
 
hemolysis.










4.
 
in nouns specifying the nature of the process




•
 
autolysis.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
lusis

 ‘loosening.’





lysogen

 
/ˈlīsəjən, -ˌjen/






noun




a lysogenic bacterium or bacterial strain.













Lysol

 
/ˈlīˌsôl, -ˌsäl/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a disinfectant consisting of a mixture of cresols and soft soap.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from lysis
 + -ol
 .





lysosome

 
/ˈlīsəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organelle in the cytoplasm of eukaryotic cells containing degradative enzymes enclosed in a membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





lysosomal

 
/ˌlīsəˈsōməl /






adjective





















lysozyme

 
/ˈlīsəˌzīm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the destruction of the cell walls of certain bacteria, occurring notably in tears and egg white.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from lysis
 + a shortened form of enzyme
 .





lytic

 
/ˈlidik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 of, relating to, or causing lysis




•
 
the lytic activity of bile acids.














II.
 
derivatives





lytically

 
/ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















-lytic





I.
 
combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-lysis

 (such as 
hydrolytic

 corresponding to 
hydrolysis

 ).











– origin

 from Greek 
-lutikos

 ‘able to loosen.’





Lytton, 1st Baron

 
/ˈlitn/






(1803–73), British novelist, playwright, and statesman; born 
Edward George Earle Bulwer-Lytton

 . He wrote 
Pelham

 (1828), a novel of fashionable society, and also wrote historical romances, such as 
The Last Days of Pompeii

 (1834), and plays.









LZ






abbreviation




landing zone.













m

 
/em/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
mare.




2.
 
(in Germany) mark; marks.




3.
 
married




•
 
m twice; two d.










4.
 
masculine.




5.
 
(
m-

 ) [in 
combination

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 meta-




•
 


m

 -xylene.










6.
 
meter(s).




7.
 
middle.




8.
 
mile(s).




9.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) milli-




•
 
100 mA.










10.
 
million(s)




•
 
$5 m.










11.
 
minute(s).




12.
 
(in prescriptions) mix.




13.
 
modification of.




14.
 
modulus.




15.
 
molar.




16.
 
month.




17.
 
moon.




18.
 
morning.




19.
 
mouth.




20.
 
noon.

[from Latin 
meridies

 .]








II.
 
symbol






[Physics]

 mass




•
 
E = mc2
 .



















M1


 
/em /

 
m






noun



1.
 
the thirteenth letter of the alphabet.

See also em
 .




2.
 
denoting the next after L in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(
M

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital M.




4.
 
the Roman numeral for 1,000.

[from Latin 
mille

 .]













M2


 
/em/






abbreviation



1.
 
Majesty.




2.
 
male.




3.
 
Manitoba.




4.
 
markka; markkas.




5.
 
Marquis.




6.
 


[Music]

 measure.




7.
 
medicine.




8.
 
medium (as a clothes size).




9.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) mega-




•
 
8 Mbytes of memory.










10.
 
meridian.




11.
 


[Astronomy]

 Messier (catalog of nebulae)




•
 
the galaxy M33.










12.
 


[Chemistry]

 (with reference to solutions) molar




•
 
0.15 M NaCl solution.










13.
 
Monday.




14.
 
Monsieur




•
 
M Chirac.










15.
 
money, when used with a following numeral in measures of money supply




•
 
broad money, M3, grew by an annualized 9.7%.










16.
 
mountain.




17.
 
noon.

[from Latin 
meridies

 .]













M3


 
/em/






symbol






[Physics]

 mutual inductance.













m'

 
/mə/






possessive determiner






(Brit.)

 short for my
 (representing the pronunciation used by lawyers in court to refer to or address the judge or a fellow barrister on the same side):




•
 
he can't hold the Bible, m'lud.



















'm1







abbreviation






‹informal›

 am




•
 
I'm a doctor.



















'm2







noun






‹informal›

 madam




•
 
yes'm.



















M & A






abbreviation






[Business]

 mergers and acquisitions




•
 
markets typically see an increase in M & A activity when owners of businesses think it's a good time to get out.



















M-1






noun




a .30-caliber semiautomatic clip-fed rifle capable of firing eight rounds before reloading, the standard rifle used by US troops in World War II and the Korean War.













M-16






noun




a lightweight, fully automatic assault rifle that shoots small-caliber bullets at an extremely high velocity, used by US troops after 1966.













ma

 
/mä/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 one's mother




•
 
I didn't want to make trouble for my ma.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of mama
 .





MA

 
/ˌem ˈā/






abbreviation



1.
 
Massachusetts (in official postal use).




2.
 
Master of Arts




•
 
David Jones, MA.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 mental age.




4.
 
Military Academy.













Ma, Yo-Yo

 
/mä/






(1955–), US cellist; born in France. He made his debut at New York City's Carnegie Hall at the age of nine and has performed throughout the world with major orchestras.










ma'am

 
/mam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a term of respectful or polite address used for a woman




•
 
excuse me, ma'am.










2.
 
a term of address for a ranking female officer in the police or armed forces.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a term of address for female royalty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: contraction of madam
 .





maar

 
/mär/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a broad, shallow crater, typically filled by a lake, formed by a volcanic explosion with little lava.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German dialect, originally denoting a kind of crater lake in the Eifel district of Germany.






Maas

 
/mäs/






Dutch name for Meuse
 .









Maastricht

 
/ˈmäsˌtrikt, -ˌtriKHt/






an industrial city in the Netherlands, situated on the Maas River near the Belgian and German borders; pop. 118,004 (2008). The treaty of the European Union was signed here in 1992.









Maat

 
/mät /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







the goddess of truth, justice, and cosmic order, daughter of Ra. She is depicted as a young and beautiful woman, standing or seated, with a feather on her head.









Maathai, Wangari

 
/məˈtī/






(1940–2011), Kenyan environmentalist, human rights activist, and feminist. The founder of the Green Belt Movement, which has planted 30 million trees, she was the first woman in east or central Africa to earn a Ph.D. She was deputy minister in the Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources, and Wildlife 2003–05. Nobel Peace Prize (2004).









Ma Bell






noun






‹informal›

 a nickname for the American Telephone and Telegraph Corporation.













Mabinogion

 
/ˌmabəˈnôɡēən, -ˈnōɡēən/





I.
 
a collection of Welsh tales of the 11th–13th centuries, dealing with Celtic legends and mythology.







– origin

 from Welsh 
Mabinogi

 ‘instruction for young bards.’





mac1


 
/mak/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 macaroni




•
 
his daily yearning for mac and cheese.

















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





mac2


 
/mak /

 
mack





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a mackintosh.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Mac1


 
/mak/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of personal computer.











– origin

 1980s: from 
Macintosh

 , the brand name of a range of computers manufactured by Apple Inc.; the range was named after a variety of dessert apple (see McIntosh
 ).





Mac2


 
/mak/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a form of address for a man whose name is unknown to the speaker.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally a form of address to a Scotsman): from 
Mac-

 , a patronymic prefix in many Scots and Irish surnames.






macabre

 
/məˈkäbrə məˈkäb/





I.
 
adjective




disturbing and horrifying because of involvement with or depiction of death and injury




•
 
a macabre series of murders.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
macabre

 , from 
Danse Macabre

 ‘dance of death,’ from Old French, perhaps from 
Macabé

 ‘a Maccabee,’ with reference to a miracle play depicting the slaughter of the Maccabees.






macadam

 
/məˈkadəm/





I.
 
noun




broken stone of even size used in successively compacted layers for surfacing roads and paths, and typically bound with tar or bitumen.








II.
 
derivatives





macadamed






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after John L. 
McAdam

 (1756–1836), the British surveyor who advocated using this material.






macadamia

 
/ˌmakəˈdāmēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
macadamia nut

 )
 — the edible nut of the macadamia tree.




2.
 
the Australian tree that produces the macadamia nut, with slender, glossy evergreen leaves.

[Genus 
Macadamia

 , family 
Proteaceae

 : several species, esp. 
M. integrifolia

 and 
M. tetraphylla

 , which are cultivated for their nuts.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after John 
Macadam

 (1827–65), Australian chemist.





macadamize

 
/məˈkadəˌmīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or cover with macadam


(as 
adj.

 
macadamized

 )


•
 
macadamized roads.



















McAllen

 
/məˈkalən/






a city in southern Texas, in the Rio Grande valley; pop. 129,776 (est. 2008).









MacAlpin, Kenneth

 
/məˈkalpən/






see Kenneth I
 .










Macao

 
/məˈkou/





I.
 
a special administrative region on the southeastern coast of China, formerly a Portuguese dependency, comprising the Macao peninsula and the islands of Taipa and Cologne; pop. 433,700 (est. 2006); capital, Macao City. Visited by Vasco da Gama in 1497, Macao was developed by the Portuguese as a trading post and became the chief center of trade between Europe and China in the 18th century. In 1999, Macao passed to China, as agreed upon in 1987.

Portuguese name Macau
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Macanese

 
/ˌmakəˈnēz, -ˈnēs /






adjective, noun





















Macapá

 
/ˌmäkəˈpä/






a town in northern Brazil, on the Amazon delta; pop. 344,153 (2007).









macaque

 
/məˈkäk məˈkak/





I.
 
noun




a medium-sized, chiefly forest-dwelling Old World monkey that has a long face and cheek pouches for holding food.

[Genus 
Macaca

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species, including the rhesus monkey and the Barbary ape.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French and Portuguese; based on the Bantu morpheme 
ma

 (denoting a plural) + 
kaku

 ‘monkey.’





Macarena

 
/ˌmäkəˈrānə/





I.
 
noun




a dance performed with exaggerated hip motion to a fast Latin rhythm.











– origin

 apparently from the title of a song by the Spanish duo Los del Río (1993).





macaron

 
/ˌmakəˈrän/





I.
 
noun




a small round cake with a meringue-like consistency, made with egg whites, sugar, and powdered almonds and consisting of two halves sandwiching a creamy filling




•
 
I made vanilla cupcakes and a batch of strawberry macarons.

















– origin

 French: see macaroon
 .





Macaronesia

 
/ˌmakərəˈnēZHə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a phytogeographical region comprising the Azores, Madeira, Canary Islands, and Cape Verde Islands in the eastern North Atlantic.




II.
 
derivatives





Macaronesian

 
/-ˈnēZHēən /






adjective



















– origin

 from Greek 
makarōn nēsoi

 ‘islands of the Blessed’ (mythical islands later associated with the Canaries).






macaroni

 
/ˌmakəˈrōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of pasta formed in narrow tubes.




2.
 
an 18th-century British dandy affecting Continental fashions.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Italian 
maccaroni

 (now usually spelled 
maccheroni

 ), plural of 
maccarone

 , from late Greek 
makaria

 ‘food made from barley.’





macaronic

 
/ˌmakəˈränik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting language, especially burlesque verse, containing words or inflections from one language introduced into the context of another.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
macaronics

 )


1.
 
macaronic verse, especially that which mixes the vernacular with Latin.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘characteristic of a jumble or medley’): from modern Latin 
macaronicus

 , from obsolete Italian 
macaronico

 , a humorous formation from 
macaroni

 (see macaroni
 ).






macaroni penguin





I.
 
noun




a penguin with an orange crest, breeding on islands in the Antarctic.

[
Eudyptes chrysolophus

 , family 
Spheniscidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: so named because the orange crest was thought to resemble the hairstyle of dandies known as 
macaronies

 (see macaroni
 ).






macaroon

 
/ˌmakəˈro͞on/





I.
 
noun




a light cookie made with egg white, sugar, and usually ground almonds or coconut.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
macaron

 , from Italian 
maccarone

 (see macaroni
 ).





MacArthur, Douglas

 
/məˈkärTHər/






(1880–1964), US general. Commander of US (later Allied) forces in the southwestern Pacific during World War II, he accepted Japan's surrender in 1945 and administered the ensuing Allied occupation. He was in charge of UN forces in Korea 1950–51, before being forced to relinquish command by President Truman.










Macassar

 
/məˈkasər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Macassar oil

 )
 — a kind of oil formerly used, especially by men, to make one's hair shine and lie flat.




2.
 
variant spelling of Makassar
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: earlier form of Makassar
 . The oil was originally represented as consisting of ingredients from Makassar.






Macau

 
/məˈkou/






Portuguese name for Macao
 .









Macaulay, Thomas Babington

 
/məˈkôlē/






1st Baron (1800–59), English historian, essayist, and philanthropist. Notable works: 
The Lays of Ancient Rome

 (1842) and 
History of England

 (1849–61).









macaw

 
/məˈkô/





I.
 
noun




a large long-tailed parrot with brightly colored plumage, native to Central and South America.

[
Ara

 and related genera, family 
Psittacidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
macao

 , of unknown origin.





Macbeth

 
/məkˈbeTH ˌmakˈbeTH/






(
c.

 1005–57), king of Scotland 1040–57. He came to the throne after killing his cousin 
Duncan I

 in battle and was himself defeated and killed by Malcolm III.









Macc.






abbreviation




Maccabees (Apocrypha) (in biblical references).













Maccabaeus, Judas






see Judas Maccabaeus
 .









Maccabees

 
/ˈmakəˌbēz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the members or followers of the family of the Jewish leader Judas Maccabaeus.




2.
 
(in full 
the Books of the Maccabees

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 four books of Jewish history and theology, of which the first and second are in the Apocrypha and feature Judas Maccabaeus.








II.
 
derivatives





Maccabean

 
/ˌmakəˈbēən /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
Maccabaeus

 , an epithet applied to Judas, perhaps from Hebrew 
maqqeḇeṯ

 ‘hammer’ (by association with the religious revolt led by Judas).





McCain, John

 
/məˈkān/






(1936–), US politician; full name 
John Sidney McCain III

 . A US senator from Arizona since 1987, he ran as the Republican presidential candidate in 2008.









McCarthy, Joseph

 
/məˈkärTHē/






(1909–57), US politician; a US senator from Wisconsin 1947–57; full name 
Joseph Raymond McCarthy

 . Between 1950 and 1954, he was the instigator of widespread investigations into alleged communist infiltration in US public life. Eventually discredited, he was censured by the Senate in 1954.









McCarthy, Mary






(1912–89), US novelist and critic; full name 
Mary Therese McCarthy

 . Her novels are satirical social commentaries that draw on her experience with intellectual circles and academic life. Notable novels: 
The Groves of Academe

 (1952) and 
The Group

 (1963).









McCarthyism

 
/məˈkärTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vociferous campaign against alleged communists in the US government and other institutions carried out under Senator Joseph McCarthy in the period 1950–54. Many of the accused were blacklisted or lost their jobs, although most did not in fact belong to the Communist Party.




2.
 
a campaign or practice that endorses the use of unfair allegations and investigations




•
 
he practiced McCarthyism long before there was a McCarthy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
McCarthyist






adjective, noun













2.
 
McCarthyite

 
/məˈkärTHiˌīt /






adjective, noun






















McCartney, Linda

 
/məˈkärtnē/






(1941–98), US photographer, entrepreneur, and musician; born 
Linda Eastman

 ; wife of Paul McCartney. Well known for her photographs, especially of musicians, she promoted vegetarianism and animal rights.









McCartney, Sir Paul






(1942–), English pop and rock musician; full name 
James Paul McCartney

 . A founding member of the Beatles, he wrote most of their songs in collaboration with John Lennon. After the group broke up in 1970, he formed the band Wings.









macchiato

 
/ˌmäkēˈädō/





I.
 
noun




espresso with a dash of frothy steamed milk.











– origin

 1970s: from Italian 
(caffè) macchiato

 , literally ‘stained, marked (coffee),’ from 
macchiare

 ‘stain, mark.’





McClellan, George Brinton

 
/məˈklelən/






(1826–85), US army officer; known as 
Little Mac

 . He became general in chief of the US Army 1861 during the Civil War. Although he repulsed Lee at Antietam 1862, he was removed from command due to a lack of military aggressiveness. The Democratic presidential candidate in 1864, he was defeated by the incumbent Abraham Lincoln. He later served as governor of New Jersey 1878–81.









McClintock, Barbara

 
/məˈklinˌtäk/






(1902–92), US geneticist. Watson and Crick's model of DNA supported her earlier (1951) findings of transposable genetic elements. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1983).









McCormack, John

 
/məˈkôrmək/






(1884–1945), US opera singer; born in Ireland. A tenor, he sang with various opera groups, including the Chicago and Metropolitan opera companies. He was also popular for his renderings of Irish folk songs.









McCormick, Cyrus Hall

 
/məˈkôrmək/






(1809–84), US inventor and industrialist. His patented reaper 1834 was the cornerstone of his harvesting machinery company, and the innovative deferred-payment plans and guarantees that he offered customers became a model in US consumerism.









McCourt, Frank

 
/məˈkôrt/






(1930–2009), US writer. He wrote the award-winning 
Angela's Ashes

 (1996), a memoir about his impoverished childhood, some of which was spent in Ireland. Other works include 
'Tis

 (1999), based on his later experiences.









McCoy

 
/məˈkoi/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
the real McCoy

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the real thing; the genuine article




•
 
the apparent fake turned out to be the real McCoy.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: first appears as 
the real Mackay

 , in which 
real

 may be a corruption of the name of the Reay branch of the Scottish Mackay family.





McCullers, Carson

 
/məˈkələrz/






(1917–67), US writer; born 
Lula Carson Smith

 . Her work deals sensitively with loneliness and the plight of the eccentric. Notable works: 
The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter

 (1940), 
The Member of the Wedding

 (1946), and 
The Ballad of the Sad Cafe

 (1951).









McCullough, Colleen

 
/məˈkələ(k)/






(1937–), Australian writer. Her novels include 
Tim

 (1974), 
The Thorn Birds

 (1977) 
The Song of Troy

 (1998), and 
Morgan's Run

 (2000).









MacDonald, Ramsay

 
/məkˈdänəld/






(1866–1937), British statesman, born in Scotland; full name 
James Ramsay MacDonald

 . He became Britain's first Labour prime minister in 1924 and headed the second Labour government 1929–31. When the cabinet split over proposed cuts in unemployment benefits, he led a coalition “National” government 1931–35.









Macdonald, Sir John Alexander

 
/məkˈdänəld/






(1815–91), Canadian Liberal-Conservative statesman, born in Scotland; prime minister 1867–73 and 1878–91. He played a leading role in the confederation of the Canadian provinces and was appointed the first prime minister of the Dominion of Canada.









MacDonnell Ranges

 
/məkˌdänl ˈrānjəz/





I.
 
a series of mountain ranges extending west from Alice Springs in Northern Territory, Australia. The highest peak is Mount Zeil, which rises to a height of 5,023 feet (1,531 m).







– origin

 named after Sir Richard 
MacDonnell

 , governor of South Australia when John McDouall Stuart explored the ranges in 1860.






mace1


 
/mās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a heavy club, typically having a metal head and spikes.




2.
 
a ceremonial staff of office.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
masse

 ‘large hammer.’





mace2


 
/mās/





I.
 
noun




the reddish fleshy outer covering of the nutmeg, dried as a spice.











– origin

 Middle English 
macis

 (taken as plural), via Old French from Latin 
macir

 .





Mace

 
/mās/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an irritant chemical used in an aerosol to disable attackers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spray (someone) with Mace.











– origin

 1960s (originally US): probably from mace
 1
 .





macédoine

 
/ˌmäsəˈdwän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture of vegetables or fruit cut into small pieces and served as a salad.




2.
 
a medley or jumble




•
 
a macédoine of disjointed detail.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘Macedonia,’ with reference to the mixture of peoples in the Macedonian Empire of Alexander the Great.





Macedonia

 
/ˌmasəˈdōnēə/





I.
 
a landlocked republic in the Balkans; pop. 2,066,700 (est. 2009); capital, Skopje; official language, Macedonian. Formerly a constituent republic of Yugoslavia, Macedonia became independent after a 1991 referendum. Also called 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

 .




II.
 
(also 
Macedon

 )
 — an ancient country in southeastern Europe, north of Greece. In classical times it was a kingdom that became a world power under Philip II and Alexander the Great. The region is now divided between Greece, Bulgaria, and the republic of Macedonia.




III.
 
a region in northeastern Greece; capital, Thessaloníki.









Macedonian

 
/ˌmasəˈdōnēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.




2.
 
a native of ancient Macedonia.




3.
 
a native or inhabitant of the region of Macedonia in modern Greece.




4.
 
the South Slavic language of the republic of Macedonia and adjacent parts of Bulgaria.




5.
 
the language of ancient Macedonia, possibly a dialect of Greek.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Macedonia or Macedonian.













Macedonian Wars






a series of four wars between Rome and Macedonia in the 3rd and 2nd centuries 
BC

 , which ended in the defeat of Macedonia and its annexation as a Roman province (148 
BC

 ).









Maceió

 
/ˌmäsāˈō/






a port in eastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 896,965 (2007).









McEnroe, John

 
/ˈmakənˌrō/






(1959–), US tennis player; full name 
John Patrick McEnroe

 . During 1979–84, he won the men's singles title at three Wimbledon and four US Open tournaments.









macerate

 
/ˈmasəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(especially with reference to food) soften or become softened by soaking in a liquid.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 cause to grow thinner or waste away, especially by fasting.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maceration

 
/ˌmasəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
macerator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
macerat-

 ‘made soft, soaked,’ from the verb 
macerare

 .





McGovern, George

 
/mə(k)ˈɡəvərn/






(1922–2012), US politician; full name 
George Stanley McGovern

 . A Democrat from South Dakota, he was a member of the US House of Representatives 1956–61 and of the US Senate 1963–81. He was the Democratic presidential candidate in 1972.









McGraw, John

 
/mə(k)ˈɡrô/






(1873–1934), US baseball player and manager; nickname 
Little Napoleon

 ; full name 
John Joseph McGraw

 . He played mostly for the Baltimore Orioles during 1891–99 and then managed the New York Giants 1902–32. Baseball Hall of Fame (1937).









McGuffey, William Holmes

 
/mə(k)ˈɡəfē/






(1800–1873), US public education reformer. He is best known for his series of 
Eclectic Readers

 , compiled between 1836 and 1857 and more commonly called 
McGuffey Readers

 .









McGuffin

 
/məˈɡəfin /

 
MacGuffin





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an object or device in a movie or a book that serves merely as a trigger for the plot.











– origin

 1930s: a Scottish surname, said to have been borrowed by the English film director Alfred Hitchcock, from a humorous story involving such a pivotal factor.





McGwire, Mark

 
/mə(k)ˈɡwī(ə)r/






(1963–), US baseball player; full name 
Mark David McGwire

 . A first baseman, he played for the Oakland Athletics 1986–1997 and the St. Louis Cardinals 1997–2001. In 1998, he broke Roger Maris's record of 61 home runs in a season by hitting 70, an accomplishment later tainted by allegations of steroid use.









MacGyver

 
/məˈɡīvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 make or repair (an object) in an improvised or inventive way, making use of whatever items are at hand




•
 
he MacGyvered a makeshift jack with a log




•
 
he has a pair of rectangular-framed glasses MacGyvered with duct tape.

















– origin

 1990s: from Angus 
MacGyver

 , the lead character in the television series 
MacGyver

 (1985–1992), who often made or repaired objects in an improvised way.





Mach

 
/mäk /

 
Mach number






noun




the ratio of the speed of a body to the speed of sound in the surrounding medium. It is often used with a numeral (as 
Mach 1

 , 
Mach 2

 , etc.) to indicate the speed of sound, twice the speed of sound, etc.













mach.






abbreviation




machine or machinery or machinist.













Mach, Ernst

 
/mäk, mäKH/






(1838–1916), Austrian physicist and philosopher of science. He did important work on aerodynamics.










mache

 
/mäSH /

 
mâche





I.
 
noun




another term for corn salad
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally as the anglicized plural form 
maches

 ): from French 
mâche

 .





macher

 
/ˈmäKHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who gets things done.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 an overbearing person.











– origin

 1930s: from Yiddish 
makher

 , from Middle High German 
macher

 ‘doer, active person.’





machete

 
/məˈ(t)SHedē/





I.
 
noun




a broad, heavy knife used as an implement or weapon, originating in Central America and the Caribbean.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish, from 
macho

 ‘hammer.’





Machiavel

 
/ˈmakēəˌvel, ˈmäk-/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person compared to Machiavelli for favoring expediency over morality.













Machiavelli, Niccolò

 
/ˌmäkēəˈvelē, ˌmak-/






(1469–1527), Italian statesman and political philosopher; full name 
Niccolò di Bernardo dei Machiavelli

 . His 
The Prince

 (1532) advises rulers that the acquisition and effective use of power may necessitate unethical methods.









Machiavellian

 
/ˌmäkēəˈvelēən ˌmakēəˈvelēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
cunning, scheming, and unscrupulous, especially in politics or in advancing one's career.




2.
 
of or relating to Niccolò Machiavelli.








II.
 
noun




a person who schemes in a Machiavellian way.








III.
 
derivatives





Machiavellianism

 
/ˌmäkēəˈvelēəˌnizəm ˌmäkēəˈvelyəˌnizəm /






noun





















machicolate

 
/məˈCHikəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
machicolated

 )


1.
 
provide with machicolations




•
 
a machicolated fortress.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Anglo-Latin 
machicollare

 , based on Provençal 
machacol

 , from 
macar

 ‘to crush’ + 
col

 ‘neck.’





machicolation

 
/məˌCHikəˈlāSHən/






noun



1.
 
(in medieval fortifications) an opening between the supporting corbels of a projecting parapet or the vault of a gate, through which stones or burning objects could be dropped on attackers.




2.
 
a projecting structure containing a series of machicolations.













machinable

 
/məˈSHēnəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a material) able to be worked by a machine tool.








II.
 
derivatives





machinability

 
/məˌSHēnəˈbilədē /






noun





















machinate

 
/ˈmakəˌnāt ˈmaSHəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in plots and intrigues; scheme.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
machination

 
/ˌmakəˈnāSHən ˌmaSHəˈnāSHən /






noun













2.
 
machinator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (used transitively in the sense ‘to plot (a malicious act)’): from Latin 
machinat-

 ‘contrived,’ from the verb 
machinari

 , from 
machina

 (see machine
 ).






machine

 
/məˈSHēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparatus using or applying mechanical power and having several parts, each with a definite function and together performing a particular task




•
 
a fax machine




•
 
a shredding machine.










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a coin-operated dispenser




•
 
a candy machine.










3.
 


‹technical›

 any device that transmits a force or directs its application.




4.
 
an efficient and well-organized group of powerful people




•
 
his campaign illustrated the continuing strength of a powerful political machine.










5.
 
a person who acts with the mechanical efficiency of a machine




•
 
comedians are more than just laugh machines.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially in manufacturing) make or operate on with a machine


(as 
adj.

 
machined

 )


•
 
a decoratively machined brass rod.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a structure of any kind): from French, via Latin from Doric Greek 
makhana

 (Attic Greek 
mēkhanē

 , from 
mēkhos

 ‘contrivance’).





machine code

 
/məˈSHēn ˌkōd /

 
machine language






noun




a computer programming language consisting of binary or hexadecimal instructions that a computer can respond to directly.













machine-driven






adjective




operated or controlled by a machine or machinery




•
 
machine-driven vehicles replaced much of the manual labor of the past.



















machine gun

 
/məˈSHēn ɡən/





I.
 
noun




an automatic gun that fires bullets in rapid succession for as long as the trigger is pressed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot with a machine gun.








III.
 
derivatives





machine-gunner

 
/məˈSHēn ˌɡənər /






noun





















machine-readable

 
/məˈˌSHēn ˈrēdəbəl/






adjective




(of data or text) in a form that a computer can process.













machinery

 
/məˈSHēn(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
machines collectively




•
 
farm machinery.










2.
 
the components of a machine




•
 
the movement of the machinery.










3.
 
the organization or structure of something




•
 
the machinery of democracy.



















machine screw






noun




a fastening device similar to a bolt but having a socket in its head that allows it to be turned with a screwdriver.













machine tool

 
/məˈSHēn ˌto͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a nonportable power tool, such as a lathe or milling machine, used for cutting or shaping metal, wood, or other material.








II.
 
derivatives





machine-tooled






adjective





















machine translation






noun




translation carried out by a computer.













machine washable

 
/məˈSHēn ˈwôSHəbəl ˈwäSHəbəl/






adjective




(of clothes or other fabric articles) able to be washed in a washing machine without damage.













machinima

 
/məˈSHēnəmə/






noun



1.
 
a method of making animated film using software similar to that designed for making video and computer games.




2.
 
the genre of films created by machinima.













machinist

 
/məˈSHēnəst/






noun



1.
 
a person who operates a machine, especially a machine tool.




2.
 
a person who makes or repairs machinery.













machismo

 
/mäˈCHēzmō/





I.
 
noun




strong or aggressive masculine pride.











– origin

 1940s: Mexican Spanish, from 
macho

 ‘male’ (see macho
 ).





Machmeter

 
/ˈmäkˌmēdər/






noun




an instrument in an aircraft indicating airspeed as a Mach number.














macho

 
/ˈmäCHō/





I.
 
adjective




showing aggressive pride in one's masculinity




•
 
the big macho tough guy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who is aggressively proud of his masculinity.




2.
 
machismo.











– origin

 1920s: Mexican Spanish, ‘masculine or vigorous,’ from Latin 
masculus

 .





MACHO

 
/ˈmäCHō, ˈmaCHō/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a compact object, such as a brown dwarf, a low-mass star, or a black hole, of a kind that is thought by some to constitute part of the dark matter in galactic halos.











– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
Massive (Astrophysical) Compact Halo Object

 .





Mach's principle

 
/mäks, mäKHs /

 

‹Physics›







the hypothesis that a body's inertial mass results from its interaction with the rest of the matter in the universe.









Machu Picchu

 
/ˌmäCHo͞o ˈpi(k)CHo͞o/






a fortified Inca town in the Andes Mountains in Peru that the invading Spaniards never found. It is noted for its dramatic position, perched high on a steep-sided ridge.









macilent

 
/ˈmasələnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (of a person or animal) thin; lean.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
macilentus

 , from 
macer

 ‘thin.’






McIntosh

 
/ˈmakənˌtäSH /

 
McIntosh red





I.
 
noun




a dessert apple of a variety native to North America, with deep red skin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after John 
McIntosh

 (1777–1845 or 1846), the American-born Canadian farmer on whose farm the apple was discovered as a wild variety.





McJob

 
/məkˈjäb/





I.
 
noun




a low-paid job with few prospects, typically one taken by an overqualified person.











– origin

 1980s: from 
McDonald's

 , a fast-food restaurant chain, + job
 1
 .





Mack, Connie

 
/mak/






(1862–1956), US baseball player and manager; born 
Cornelius Alexander McGillicuddy

 . A catcher, he played with various teams from 1886 until 1896. In 1901, he became the manager of the Philadelphia Athletics, a job he held for 50 years. He led the team to nine American League pennants and five World Series championships. Baseball Hall of Fame (1937).









McKeesport

 
/məˈkēzˌpôrt/






a city in southwestern Pennsylvania, southeast of Pittsburgh; pop. 22,130 (est. 2008).









McKenna, Joseph

 
/məˈkenə/






(1843–1926), US Supreme Court associate justice 1898–1925. He was the US attorney general 1897–98 when he was appointed to the Court by President McKinley.









Mackenzie, Sir Alexander1


 
/məˈkenzē/






(1764–1820), Scottish explorer in Canada. He discovered the Mackenzie River in 1789 and became the first European to reach the Pacific Ocean by land along a northern route in 1793.









Mackenzie, Sir Alexander2


 
/məˈkenzi/






(1822–92), Canadian Liberal statesman; born in Scotland; prime minister 1873–78.









Mackenzie, William Lyon






(1795–1861), Canadian politician and journalist, born in Scotland. He was involved with the movement for political reform in Canada. In 1837, he led an unsuccessful rebellion in Toronto and fled to New York.









Mackenzie River

 
/məˌkenzē ˈrivər/






a river that flows northwest for 1,060 miles (1,700 km) from Great Slave Lake to Beaufort Sea, which is a part of the Arctic Ocean. It is the longest river in Canada.









mackerel

 
/ˈmak(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun




a migratory surface-dwelling predatory fish, commercially important as a food fish.

[
Scomber

 and other genera, family 
Scombridae

 (the 
mackerel family

 ): many species, in particular the 
North Atlantic mackerel

 (
S. scombrus

 ). The members of the mackerel family, which includes the tunas, are fast-moving marine predators and often popular as game fish.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
maquerel

 , of unknown origin.





mackerel shark

 
/ˈmak(ə)rəl ˌSHärk/






noun




a shark of the family 
Lamnidae

 , especially the porbeagle or the mako.













mackerel sky

 
/ˈmak(ə)rəl ˌskī/






noun




a sky dappled with rows of small white fleecy clouds, typically cirrocumulus, like the pattern on a mackerel's back.













Mackinac, Straits of

 
/ˈmakəˌnô/






a passage between lakes Huron and Michigan, crossed since 1957 by the Mackinac Bridge. The Upper Peninsula of Michigan lies to the north, and historic Mackinac Island lies just to the east.









mackinaw

 
/ˈmakəˌnô /

 
mackinaw coat
 , jacket





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a short coat or jacket made of a thick, heavy woolen cloth, typically with a plaid design.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after 
Mackinaw

 City, Michigan, formerly an important trading post.





McKinney

 
/məˈkinē/






a city in northeastern Texas, in the northeastern part of the Dallas–Fort Worth metropolitan area; pop. 121,211 (est. 2008). It is noted for its remarkable growth since 1990, when its population was 21,283.









mackintosh

 
/ˈmakənˌtäSH /

 
macintosh





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a full-length waterproof coat.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 cloth waterproofed with rubber.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Charles 
Macintosh

 (1766–1843), the Scottish inventor who originally patented the cloth.





Mackintosh, Charles Rennie

 
/ˈmakənˌtäSH/






(1868–1928), Scottish architect, designer, and painter. A leading exponent of art nouveau, he pioneered the new concept of functionalism in architecture and interior design.









mackle

 
/ˈmakəl/





I.
 
noun




a blurred impression in printing.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
macule

 , from Latin 
macula

 ‘stain.’





McKuen, Rod

 
/məˈkyo͞oən/






(1933–), US poet, writer, and composer. Some of his poetry is collected in 
Stanyan Street and Other Sorrows

 (1966) and 
Listen to the Warm

 (1967). He also wrote many songs and movie scores.









MacLaine, Shirley

 
/məˈklān/






(1934–), US actress, dancer, and writer; born 
Shirley MacLean Beaty

 ; the sister of actor Warren Beatty. She appeared in movies such as 
Some Came Running

 (1958), 
The Apartment

 (1960), 
Irma la Douce

 (1963), 
The Turning Point

 (1977), 
Terms of Endearment

 (1983), and 
Evening Star

 (1996). She wrote 
Don't Fall Off the Mountain

 (1971).









macle

 
/ˈmakəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diamond or other crystal that is twinned.




2.
 
another term for chiastolite
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Anglo-Latin 
mascula

 ‘mesh.’





McLean, John

 
/məˈklēn/






(1785–1861), US Supreme Court associate justice 1829–61. The US postmaster general 1823–29, he was appointed to the Court by President Jackson.









Maclean, Alistair

 
/məˈklān/






(1922–87), Scottish novelist. He wrote thrillers including 
The Guns of Navarone

 (1957; movie, 1961), 
Where Eagles Dare

 (1967; movie, 1969), and 
Bear Island

 (1971; movie, 1979).









Maclean, Donald






(1913–83), British foreign office official and Soviet spy; full name 
Donald Duart Maclean

 . He fled to the former Soviet Union with Guy Burgess in 1951.









MacLeish, Archibald

 
/məˈklēSH/






(1892–1982), US poet and public official. His award-winning works include 
Conquistador

 (1932), 
Collected Poems

 (1952), and 
J.B.

 (1958). He was librarian of Congress 1939–42.









Macleod, John James Rickard

 
/məˈkloud/






(1876–1935), Scottish physiologist. He directed the research on pancreatic extracts by Frederick G. Banting and Charles H. Best that led to the discovery and isolation of insulin. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1923), shared with Banting.









McLuhan, Marshall

 
/məˈklo͞owən/






(1911–80), Canadian writer and thinker; full name 
Herbert Marshall McLuhan

 . He became known in the 1960s for his phrase “the medium is the message” and for his argument that it is the characteristics of a particular medium rather than the information it disseminates that influence and control society.









McMansion

 
/məkˈmanSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a large modern house that is considered ostentatious and lacking in architectural integrity.











– origin

 from 
Mc-

 + 
mansion

 , with reference to the name of a restaurant chain.





Macmillan, Harold

 
/məkˈmilən/






(1894–1986), British Conservative statesman; prime minister 1957–63; full name 
Maurice Harold Macmillan, 1st Earl of Stockton

 . During his term of office, the Test Ban Treaty (1963) with the US and the former Soviet Union was signed, and Britain granted independence to a number of its African colonies. Macmillan resigned on grounds of ill health shortly after the scandal surrounding John Profumo, a member of his government.









McMinnville

 
/məkˈminˌvil, -vəl/






a city in northwestern Oregon, northwest of Salem; pop. 31,185 (est. 2008).









McMurtry, Larry

 
/məkˈmərtrē/






(1936–), US writer; full name 
Larry Jeff McMurtry

 . Included in his works are 
The Last Picture Show

 (1966), 
Terms of Endearment

 (1975), 
Lonesome Dove

 (1985), and 
Comanche Moon

 (1997).









McNamara, Robert

 
/ˈmaknəˌmarə/






(1916–2009), US businessman and public official; full name 
Robert Strange McNamara

 . He was secretary of the US Department of Defense 1961–68 during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations and president of the World Bank 1968–81.









MacNeil, Robert

 
/məkˈnēl/






(1931–), US broadcast journalist; born in Canada; full name 
Robert Breckenridge Ware MacNeil

 , also known as 
Robin MacNeil

 . With Jim Lehrer he anchored the 
MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour

 (1983–95) on PBS.









Macon

 
/ˈmākən/






an industrial and commercial city in central Georgia, on the Ocmulgee River; pop. 92,775 (est. 2008).









McPhee, John

 
/məkˈfē/






(1931–), US journalist and writer; full name 
John Angus McPhee

 . He wrote for 
The New Yorker

 magazine from 1964 and also published such nonfiction works as 
Coming into the Country

 (1977) and 
Basin and Range

 (1981).









Macquarie River

 
/məˈkwôrē, -ˈkwärē/






a river in New South Wales, Australia, that rises on the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range and flows northwest for 600 miles (960 km) to join the Darling River, of which it is a headwater.









macramé

 
/ˈmakrəˌmā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of knotting cord or string in patterns to make decorative articles.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — fabric or articles made by knotting cord in patterns.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from Turkish 
makrama

 ‘tablecloth or towel,’ from Arabic 
miḳrama

 ‘bedspread.’





McReynolds, James Clark

 
/məkˈrenəl(d)z/






(1862–1946), US Supreme Court associate justice 1914–41. The US attorney general 1913–14, he was appointed to the Court by President Wilson.










macro

 
/ˈmakrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
macro instruction

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a single instruction that expands automatically into a set of instructions to perform a particular task.




2.
 


[Photography]

 short for macro lens
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
large-scale; overall




•
 
the analysis of social events at the macro level.







Often contrasted with micro
 .




2.
 


[Photography]

 relating to or used in macrophotography.











– origin

 independent usage of macro-
 .






macro-

 
/ˈmakrō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
long; over a long period




•
 
macroevolution.










2.
 
large; large-scale




•
 
macromolecule




•
 
macronutrient.










3.
 
(used in medical terms) large compared with the norm




•
 
macrocephaly.

















– origin

 from Greek 
makros

 ‘long, large.’





macrobiotic

 
/ˌmakrōbīˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




constituting, relating to, or following a diet of whole pure prepared foods that is based on Taoist principles of the balance of yin and yang.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
macrobiotics

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the use or theory of a macrobiotic diet.














macrocarpa

 
/ˌmakrōˈkärpə/





I.
 
noun




another term for Monterey cypress
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from macro-
 ‘large’ + Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





macrocephalic

 
/ˌmakrōsəˈfalik /

 
macrocephalous





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 having an unusually large head.








II.
 
derivatives





macrocephaly

 
/ˌmakrōˈsefəlē /






noun





















macrocosm

 
/ˈmakrōˌkäzəm /

 
macrocosmos





I.
 
noun




the whole of a complex structure, especially the world or universe, contrasted with a small or representative part of it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
macrocosmic

 
/ˌmakrəˈkäzmik /






adjective













2.
 
macrocosmically

 
/ˌmakrəˈkäzmik(ə)lē /






adverb





















macrocyclic

 
/ˌmakrōˈsiklik, -ˈsīklik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of, relating to, or denoting a ring composed of a relatively large number of atoms, such as occurs in heme, chlorophyll, and several natural antibiotics.








II.
 
derivatives





macrocycle

 
/ˈmakrōˌsīkəl /






noun





















macroeconomic

 
/ˈmakrōˌekəˈnämik ˈmakrōˌēkəˈnämik/






adjective




relating to the branch of economics concerned with large-scale or general economic factors, such as interest rates and national productivity




•
 
macroeconomic policies




•
 
macroeconomic stability has allowed sustained economic growth.



















macroeconomics

 
/ˈmakrōˌekəˈnämiks ˈmakrōˌēkəˈnämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the part of economics concerned with large-scale or general economic factors, such as interest rates and national productivity.








II.
 
derivatives





macroeconomist

 
/-iˈkänəmist /






noun





















macroeconomy

 
/ˌmakrōiˈkänəmē/






noun




a large-scale economic system.













macroevolution

 
/ˌmakrō-evəˈlo͞oSHən, -ˌēvə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 major evolutionary change. The term applies mainly to the evolution of whole taxonomic groups over long periods of time.








II.
 
derivatives





macroevolutionary

 
/-SHəˌnerē, -ˌēvə- /






adjective






















macrogamete

 
/ˈmakrōɡəmēt/






noun






[Biology]

 (especially in protozoans) the larger of a pair of conjugating gametes, usually regarded as female.














macro lens






noun






[Photography]

 a lens suitable for taking photographs unusually close to the subject.














macrolepidoptera

 
/ˌmakrōˌlepəˈdäptərə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Entomology]

 the butterflies and larger moths, comprising those of interest to the general collector.

Compare with microlepidoptera
 .











– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from macro-
 ‘large’ + Lepidoptera
 .





macrolide

 
/ˈmakrəˌlīd/





I.
 
noun




any of a class of antibiotics containing a lactone ring, of which the first and best known is erythromycin.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
macro-

 + 
l(actone)

 + 
-ide

 .





macromolecule

 
/ˌmakrōˈmäləkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a molecule containing a very large number of atoms, such as a protein, nucleic acid, or synthetic polymer.








II.
 
derivatives





macromolecular

 
/-məˈlekyələr /






adjective





















macron

 
/ˈmāˌkrän ˈmaˌkrän ˈmākrən/





I.
 
noun




a written or printed mark (¯) used to indicate a long vowel in some languages and phonetic transcription systems, or a stressed vowel in verse.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
makron

 , neuter of 
makros

 ‘long.’





macronutrient

 
/ˌmakrōˈn(y)o͞otrēənt/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a substance required in relatively large amounts by living organisms, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 a type of food (e.g., fat, protein, carbohydrate) required in large amounts in the human diet.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a chemical element (e.g., potassium, magnesium, calcium) required in large amounts for plant growth and development.













macrophage

 
/ˈmakrəˌfāj/






noun






[Physiology]

 a large phagocytic cell found in stationary form in the tissues or as a mobile white blood cell, especially at sites of infection.













macrophotography

 
/ˌmakrōfəˈtäɡrəfē/






noun




photography producing photographs of small items larger than life size.













macrophyte

 
/ˈmakrəˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant, especially an aquatic plant, large enough to be seen by the naked eye.













macropod

 
/ˈmakrəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a plant-eating marsupial mammal of an Australasian family that comprises the kangaroos and wallabies.

[Family 
Macropodidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Macropus

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Macropodidae

 (plural), from macro-
 ‘large’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





macroscopic

 
/ˌmakrəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
visible to the naked eye; not microscopic.




2.
 
of or relating to large-scale or general analysis.








II.
 
derivatives





macroscopically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Macro-Siouan

 
/ˌmakrōˈso͞oən/





I.
 
noun




a proposed phylum of North American languages including the Siouan, Iroquoian, and Caddoan families and some others.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Macro-Siouan language phylum.













macrostructure

 
/ˈmakrōˌstrəkCHər/





I.
 
noun




the large-scale or overall structure of something, e.g., an organism, a mechanical construction, or a written text.








II.
 
derivatives





macrostructural

 
/ˌmakrōˈstrəkCHərəl /






adjective





















macruran

 
/məˈkro͝orən/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting those decapod crustaceans (such as lobsters and crayfish) that have a relatively long abdomen.








II.
 
derivatives





macrurous






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a noun): from modern Latin 
Macrura

 (former suborder name), from Greek 
makros

 ‘long’ + 
oura

 ‘tail,’ + -an
 .






macula

 
/ˈmakyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
macula lutea

 ) (
pl.

 maculae luteae ) /ˌmakyələ ˈlo͞odēə /

 — 

[Anatomy]

 an oval yellowish area surrounding the fovea near the center of the retina in the eye, which is the region of keenest vision.




2.
 
another term for macule
 .








II.
 
derivatives





macular

 
/ˈmakyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘spot.’






macular degeneration






noun






[Medicine]

 a degenerative condition affecting the central part of the retina (the macula
 ) and resulting in distortion or loss of central vision. It occurs especially in older adults, in which case it is called 
age-related macular degeneration






•
 
she was finding it harder to read (or recognize faces) since developing macular degeneration.







[There are two types of macular degeneration. 
Wet macular degeneration

 , which may progress rapidly, is characterized by the buildup of fluid under the retina, causing bleeding and scarring that leads to sight loss. 
Dry macular degeneration

 tends to progress more slowly and is characterized by the gradual deterioration of the visual cells, without buildup of fluid.]













maculate

 
/ˈmakyəˌlāt /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
adjective




spotted or stained.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a spot or spots; stain.








III.
 
derivatives





maculation

 
/ˌmakyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Latin 
maculat-

 ‘spotted,’ from the verb 
maculare

 , from 
macula

 ‘spot.’






macule

 
/ˈmakyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




another term for macula
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
macula

 ‘spot.’





macumba

 
/məˈko͝ombə/





I.
 
noun




a black religious cult practiced in Brazil, using sorcery, ritual dance, and fetishes.











– origin

 Portuguese.





mad

 
/mad/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 mentally ill; insane




•
 
he felt as if he were 
going mad

 .










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person, conduct, or an idea) extremely foolish or ill-advised




•
 
they were all mad to go believing such a cock-and-bull story.










3.
 
in a frenzied mental or physical state




•
 
she pictured loved ones 
mad with

 anxiety about her




•
 
it was a mad dash to get ready.










4.
 


‹informal›

 very angry




•
 
they were 
mad at

 each other.










5.
 
(of a dog) rabid.




6.
 


‹informal›

 very enthusiastic about someone or something




•
 
I wasn't 
mad about

 mountain bikes




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a sports-mad nation.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 very exciting.




8.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 great; remarkable




•
 
I got mad respect for him




•
 
she had mad skills in the kitchen.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 very; extremely




•
 
He was mad cool. We immediately hit it off.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make mad or insane.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
like mad








‹informal›

 with great intensity, energy, or enthusiasm




•
 
I ran like mad.















2.
 
(as) mad as a hatter








‹informal›

 completely insane.

[popularized with reference to Lewis Carroll's character the Hatter in 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

 (1865), although the phrase was first recorded in the 1820s; the allusion is to the effects of mercury poisoning from the former use of mercurous nitrate in the manufacture of felt hats.]















– origin

 Old English 
gemǣd(e)d

 ‘maddened,’ participial form related to 
gemād

 ‘mad,’ of Germanic origin.





MAD






abbreviation




mutual assured destruction.













Madagascan

 
/ˌmadəˈɡask(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Madagascar or its inhabitants




•
 
a nationally protected Madagascan rainforest.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Madagascar




•
 
some Madagascans hunt the aye-ayes for their meat.




















Madagascar

 
/ˌmadəˈɡaskər/







1.
 
an island country in the Indian Ocean, off the eastern coast of Africa; pop. 20,653,600 (est. 2009); capital, Antananarivo; official languages, Malagasy and French.





Settled by peoples of mixed Indo-Melanesian and African descent, Madagascar was visited by the Portuguese in 1500 but resisted colonization until the French established control in 1896. It regained its independence as the Malagasy Republic in 1960 and changed its name back to Madagascar in 1975. It is the fourth largest island in the world, and many of its plants and animals are unique to the island.










madam

 
/ˈmadəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used to address or refer to a woman in a polite or respectful way




•
 
Can I help you, madam?










2.
 
(
Madam

 )
 — used to address a woman at the start of a formal or business letter




•
 
Dear Madam, ….










3.
 
(
Madam

 )
 — used before a title to address or refer to a female holder of that position




•
 
Madam President.










4.
 
a woman who runs a brothel.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ma dame

 ‘my lady.’






Madame

 
/ˈmadəm məˈdäm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title or form of address used of or to a French-speaking woman




•
 
Madame Bovary.










2.
 
used as a title for women in artistic or exotic occupations, such as musicians or fortune-tellers.











– origin

 French; compare with madam
 .





madarosis

 
/ˌmadəˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 absence or loss of the eyelashes (and sometimes the eyebrows), either as a congenital condition or as a result of an infection.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, ‘baldness,’ from 
madaros

 ‘bald.’





madcap

 
/ˈmadˌkap/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
amusingly eccentric




•
 
a surreal, madcap novel.










2.
 
done or thought up without considering the consequences; crazy or reckless




•
 
some madcap money-making scheme.














II.
 
noun




an eccentric person.














mad cow disease

 
/ˈˌmad ˈkou dəˌzēz/






noun






‹informal›

 bovine spongiform encephalopathy.

See BSE
 .













MADD

 
/mad/






abbreviation




Mothers Against Drunk Driving.













madden

 
/ˈmadn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) extremely irritated or annoyed




•
 
the audacity of the convicts maddened the governor.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
maddened

 )
 — drive (someone) insane




•
 
a maddened crowd.



















maddening

 
/ˈmad(ə)niNG/






adjective




extremely annoying; infuriating




•
 
his maddening stories.



















maddeningly

 
/ˈmad(ə)niNGlē/






adverb




in an extremely annoying way




•
 
their failings were maddeningly ignored




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the solution is maddeningly complex.



















madder

 
/ˈmadər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a scrambling or prostrate Eurasian plant of the bedstraw family, with whorls of four to six leaves.

[Genera 
Rubia

 and 
Sherardia

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species, in particular 
R. tinctorum

 of southern Europe and western Asia, formerly cultivated for its root, which yields a red dye, and the Eurasian 
wild madder

 (
R. peregrina

 ).]




2.
 
a red dye or pigment obtained from the root of the madder plant, or a synthetic dye resembling it.











– origin

 Old English 
mædere

 , of Germanic origin; obscurely related to Dutch 
mede

 , in the same sense.





madding

 
/ˈmadiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 acting madly; frenzied.




2.
 


‹literary›

 maddening.








II.
 
phrases





far from the madding crowd








‹literary›

 secluded or removed from public notice.

[in allusion to use in Gray's 
Elegy

 , also to the title of one of Thomas Hardy's novels.]

















made

 
/mād/





I.
 
past and past participle of make
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
made or formed in a particular place or by a particular process




•
 
a Japanese-made camera




•
 
handmade chocolates.



















Madeira1


 
/məˈdirə məˈderə/





I.
 
an island in the Atlantic Ocean off the northwestern coast of Africa, the largest of the Madeiras, a group of islands that constitutes an autonomous region of Portugal; pop. 247,161 (2007); capital, Funchal. Encountered by the Portuguese in 1419, the islands were occupied by the Spanish 1580–1640 and the British 1807–14.




II.
 
a river in northwestern Brazil that rises on the Bolivian border and flows about 900 miles (1,450 km) to meet the Amazon River east of Manaus. It is navigable to large oceangoing vessels as far as Pôrto Velho.




III.
 
derivatives





Madeiran






adjective, noun



















– origin

 Portuguese, literally ‘timber’ (from Latin 
materia

 ‘substance’), because of the island's dense woods.





Madeira2


 
/məˈdirə məˈderə /

 
Madeira wine






noun




a fortified wine from the island of Madeira.













madeleine

 
/ˈmad(ə)lən ˌmad(ə)lˈān/





I.
 
noun




a small rich cake, typically baked in a shell-shaped mold and often decorated with coconut and jam.











– origin

 French, probably named after 
Madeleine

 Paulmier, 19th-cent. French pastry cook.





made man






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a man whose success in life is assured.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a man who has been formally inducted as a full member of the Mafia.














Mademoiselle

 
/ˌmad(ə)m(w)əˈzel, mamˈzel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title or form of address used of or to an unmarried French-speaking woman




•
 
Mademoiselle Rossignol




•
 
thank you, Mademoiselle.










2.
 
(
mademoiselle

 )
 — a young Frenchwoman.




3.
 
(
mademoiselle

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 a French governess.




4.
 
(
mademoiselle

 )
 — a female French teacher in an English-speaking school.











– origin

 French, from 
ma

 ‘my’ + 
demoiselle

 ‘damsel.’





maderization

 
/ˌmadərəˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




a form of oxidation that gives white wine a brownish color and caramelized flavor like that of Madeira.








II.
 
derivatives





maderized

 
/ˈmadəˌrīzd /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from French 
madérisation

 , from 
madériser

 , from 
Madère

 ‘Madeira.’





made to measure






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 specially made to fit a particular person or space




•
 
bicycles are made to measure.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 designed to fulfill a particular set of requirements




•
 
amenities and attractions for a made-to-measure vacation.



















made to order






adjective



1.
 
specially made according to a customer's specifications




•
 
the kitchen's made-to-order breads.










2.
 
ideally suited to certain requirements




•
 
a formalism seemingly made to order for the problem at hand.



















made-up

 
/ˈˌmād ˈˌəp/






adjective



1.
 
wearing makeup




•
 
her immaculately made-up face.










2.
 
invented; not true




•
 
a made-up story.



















madhouse

 
/ˈmadˌhous/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a mental institution.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 a psychiatric hospital.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 a scene of extreme confusion or uproar




•
 
this place is a madhouse.



















Madhya Pradesh

 
/ˌmədyə prəˈdeSH/






a large state in central India, formed in 1956; capital, Bhopal.









Madison1


 
/ˈmadəsən/





I.
 
a city in northern Alabama, southwest of Huntsville; pop. 38,714 (est. 2008).




II.
 
the capital of Wisconsin, situated in the central part of the state; pop. 231,916 (est. 2008).







– origin

 named after President James 
Madison

 (see Madison, James
 ).





Madison2






I.
 
noun




an energetic group dance popular in the 1960s.











– origin

 of unknown origin.






Madison, James






(1751–1836), 4th president of the US 1809–17. He played a major part in the drafting of the US Constitution 1787, and he proposed the Bill of Rights 1791. A Democratic-Republican, his presidency saw the US emerge successfully from the War of 1812.









Madison Avenue

 
/ˌmadəsən ˈavən(y)o͞o/





I.
 
a street in New York City, center of the advertising business in the US.




II.
 
used in allusion to the world of advertising




•
 
Madison Avenue's youth-oriented approach.















madly

 
/ˈmadlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner suggesting or characteristic of insanity




•
 
his eyes bulged madly.










2.
 


‹informal›

 with extreme intensity




•
 
the boys are all 
madly in love with

 you.



















madman

 
/ˈmadˌman ˈmadmən/






noun



1.
 
a man who is mentally ill.




2.
 
an extremely foolish or reckless person




•
 
the car was out of control—some madman going too fast.










3.
 
used in similes to refer to a person who does something very fast, intensely, or violently




•
 
I was working like a madman.



















madness

 
/ˈmadnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being mentally ill, especially severely.




2.
 
extremely foolish behavior




•
 
it is madness to allow children to roam around after dark.










3.
 
a state of frenzied or chaotic activity




•
 
from about midnight to three in the morning it's absolute madness in here.



















Madonna1


 
/məˈdänə/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Madonna

 )


1.
 
the Virgin Mary.




2.
 
a picture, statue, or medallion of the Madonna, typically depicted seated and holding the infant Jesus.




3.
 
(usu. 
madonna

 )
 — an idealized virtuous and beautiful woman.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a respectful form of address to an Italian woman): Italian, from 
ma

 (old form of 
mia

 ‘my’) + 
donna

 ‘lady’ (from Latin 
domina

 ).





Madonna2


 
/məˈdänə/






(1958–), US pop singer and actress; born 
Madonna Louise Ciccone

 . Albums such as 
Like a Virgin

 (1984) and her image as a sex symbol brought her international stardom in the mid-1980s.









madonna lily

 
/məˈdänə ˈˌlilē/






noun




a tall white-flowered lily with golden pollen. Native to Asia Minor, it is traditionally associated with purity and is often depicted in paintings of the Madonna.

[
Lilium candidum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













madras

 
/ˈmadrəs məˈdras məˈdräs/





I.
 
noun




a strong, fine-textured cotton fabric, typically patterned with colorful stripes or checks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: by association with Madras
 .






Madras

 
/ˈmadrəs məˈdras məˈdräs/





I.
 
former name (until 1995) for Chennai
 .




II.
 
former name (until 1968) of the Indian state of Tamil Nadu
 .









madrasa

 
/məˈdrasə /

 
madrasah
 , medrese





I.
 
noun




a college for Islamic instruction.











– origin

 Arabic, ‘school, college,’ from 
darasa

 ‘to study.’






Madreporaria

 
/ˌmadrəpəˈre(ə)rēə, məˌdrepə- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term for Scleractinia
 .




II.
 
derivatives





madreporarian

 
/-ˈre(ə)rēən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
Madrepora

 (genus name), from Italian, probably from 
madre

 ‘mother,’ with reference to the prolific growth of the coral.





madrepore

 
/ˈmadrəˌpôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stony coral of the genus 
Madrepora

 .




2.
 
the polyp producing this.








II.
 
derivatives





madreporic

 
/ˌmadrəˈpôrik /






adjective





















madreporite

 
/ˌmadrəˈpôrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a perforated plate by which the entry of seawater into the vascular system of an echinoderm is controlled.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
madrepore

 (see Madreporaria
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





Madrid

 
/məˈdrid/






the capital of Spain; pop. 3,213,271 (2008). Situated on a high plateau in the center of the country, it replaced Valladolid as capital in 1561.









madrigal

 
/ˈmadrəɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a part-song for several voices, especially one of the Renaissance period, typically arranged in elaborate counterpoint and without instrumental accompaniment. Originally used of a genre of 14th-century Italian songs, the term now usually refers to English or Italian songs of the late 16th and early 17th c., in a free style strongly influenced by the text.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
madrigalian

 
/ˌmadriˈɡālēən /






adjective













2.
 
madrigalist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 from Italian 
madrigale

 (from medieval Latin 
carmen matricale

 ‘simple song’), from 
matricalis

 ‘maternal or primitive,’ from 
matrix

 ‘womb.’





madrilene

 
/ˌmadrəˈlān, -ˈlen/





I.
 
noun




a clear soup, usually served cold.











– origin

 from French 
(consommé à la) madrilène

 , literally ‘soup in the Madrid style.’





Madrilenian

 
/ˌmadrəˈlānēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Madrid.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Madrid.











– origin

 from Madrileño
 + -ian
 .






Madrileño

 
/ˌmädriˈlenyō/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Madrid.











– origin

 Spanish.





madrone

 
/məˈdrōnə /

 
madroño





I.
 
noun




an evergreen tree of the heath family with white flowers, red berries, and glossy leaves, native to western North America. Typically, its smooth, thin red bark peels away to reveal a yellowish layer underneath.

[Genus 
Arbutus

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
Pacific madrone

 (
A. menziesii

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish.





madtom

 
/ˈmadˌtäm/






noun




a small North American freshwater catfish that has a venom gland at the base of the pectoral fin spines, with which it can inflict a painful wound.

[Genus 
Noturus

 , family 
Ictaluridae

 : numerous species, including the common 
tadpole madtom

 (
N. gyrinus

 ).]













Madura

 
/məˈdo͝orə/






an island of Indonesia, off the northeastern coast of Java.









Madurai

 
/ˌmädəˈrī/






a city in Tamil Nadu in southern India; pop. 895,600 (est. 2009).









Madurese

 
/ˌmadəˈrēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the island of Madura in Indonesia.




2.
 
an Indonesian language spoken in Madura and nearby parts of Java.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the inhabitants of Madura or their language.













madwoman

 
/ˈmadˌwo͝omən/






noun



1.
 
a woman who is mentally ill.




2.
 
used in similes to refer to a woman who does something very fast, intensely, or violently




•
 
she'd driven my father's convertible like a madwoman.



















MAE






abbreviation



1.
 
Master of Aeronautical Engineering.




2.
 
Master of Art Education.




3.
 
Master of Arts in Education.













Maeander

 
/mēˈandər/






ancient name of Menderes
 .









M.A.Ed.






abbreviation




Master of Arts in Education.













maelstrom

 
/ˈmālˌsträm ˈmālˌstrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powerful whirlpool in the sea or a river.




2.
 
a situation or state of confused movement or violent turmoil




•
 
the train station was 
a maelstrom of

 crowds.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from early modern Dutch (denoting a mythical whirlpool supposed to exist in the Arctic Ocean, west of Norway), from 
maalen

 ‘grind, whirl’ + 
stroom

 ‘stream.’





maenad

 
/ˈmēnad/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece) a female follower of Bacchus, traditionally associated with divine possession and frenzied rites.








II.
 
derivatives





maenadic

 
/mēˈnadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Mainas

 , 
Mainad-

 , from 
mainesthai

 ‘to rave.’





maestoso

 
/mīˈstōsō, ˌmīe-, -ˈstōzō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) in a majestic manner.








II.
 
noun




a movement or passage marked to be performed in a majestic manner.











– origin

 Italian, ‘majestic,’ based on Latin 
majestas

 ‘majesty.’





maestro

 
/ˈmīstrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinguished musician, especially a conductor of classical music.




2.
 
a great or distinguished figure in any sphere




•
 
a movie maestro.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian, ‘master,’ from Latin 
magister

 .





Maeterlinck, Count Maurice

 
/ˈmetərˌliNGk/






(1862–1949), Belgian poet, playwright, and essayist. His prose dramas 
La Princesse Maleine

 (1889) and 
Pelléas et Mélisande

 (1892) established him as a leading figure in the symbolist movement. Nobel Prize for Literature (1911).









Mae West

 
/ˌmā ˈwest/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an inflatable life jacket, originally as issued to pilots during World War II.











– origin

 1940s: from the name of the US movie actress 
Mae West

 , noted for her large bust.





Mafeteng

 
/ˈmafˌteNG/






a town in western Lesotho, in an agricultural district, southwest of Maseru; pop. 40,900 (est. 2009).









Mafia

 
/ˈmäfēə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
an organized international body of criminals, operating originally in Sicily and now especially in Italy and the US and having a complex and ruthless behavioral code.




2.
 
(usu. 
mafia

 )
 — any organized group using extortion and other criminal methods.




3.
 
(usu. 
mafia

 )
 — a closed group of people in a particular field, having a controlling influence




•
 
the conservative top tennis mafia.

















– origin

 Italian (Sicilian dialect), originally in the sense ‘bragging.’






mafic

 
/ˈmafik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 relating to, denoting, or containing a group of dark-colored, mainly ferromagnesian minerals such as pyroxene and olivine.

Often contrasted with felsic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of magnesium
 and a contracted form of ferric
 .





Mafioso

 
/mäːfēˈōsō /

 
mafioso





I.
 
noun




a member of the Mafia.











– origin

 Italian.





mag

 
/maɡ/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a magazine (periodical).




2.
 


‹informal›

 a magazine (of ammunition).




3.
 


‹informal›

 magnesium or magnesium alloy.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a magneto.




5.
 


‹informal›

 magnitude (of stars or other celestial objects).













Magadi, Lake

 
/məˈɡädē/






a salt lake in the Great Rift Valley, in southern Kenya, with extensive deposits of sodium carbonate and other minerals.









Magahi

 
/ˈməɡəˌhē/





I.
 
noun




a Bihari language spoken in central Bihar and West Bengal.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Magahi.











– origin

 from Hindi 
Magadhī

 ‘of Magadha.’





magalog

 
/ˈmaɡəˌlôɡ, -ˌläɡ /

 
magalogue





I.
 
noun




a promotional catalog or sales brochure designed to resemble a high-quality magazine.











– origin

 1970s: blend of magazine
 and catalog
 .






magazine

 
/ˈmaɡəˌzēn ˌmaɡəˈzēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a periodical publication containing articles and illustrations, typically covering a particular subject or area of interest




•
 
a car magazine




•
 
a women's magazine.










2.
 
a regular television or radio program comprising a variety of topical news or entertainment items.




3.
 
a chamber for holding a supply of cartridges to be fed automatically to the breech of a gun.




4.
 
a receptacle for storing and feeding film to a camera, CDs to a compact disc player, etc.




5.
 
a store for arms, ammunition, explosives, and provisions for use in military operations.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
magasin

 , from Italian 
magazzino

 , from Arabic 
maḵzin

 , 
maḵzan

 ‘storehouse,’ from 
ḵazana

 ‘store up.’ The term originally meant ‘store’ and was often used from the mid 17th cent. in the title of books providing information useful to particular groups of people, whence 
sense

 1 (mid 18th cent). 
Sense

 3, a contemporary specialization of the original meaning, gave rise to 
sense

 2 in the mid 18th cent.





Magdalena

 
/ˌmaɡdəˈlānə, ˌmäɡ-/






the principal river of Colombia, rising in the Andes and flowing north for about 1,000 miles (1,600 km) to enter the Caribbean Sea at Barranquilla.










magdalene

 
/ˌmaɡdaˈlēn /

 
magdalen





I.
 
noun



1.
 
St. Mary Magdalene.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a reformed prostitute.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a home for reformed prostitutes.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
(Maria hē) Magdalēnē

 ‘(Mary of) 
Magdala

 ’ (to whom Jesus appeared after his resurrection; John 20:1–18), commonly identified (probably wrongly) with the sinner of Luke 8:37.





Magdalenian

 
/ˌmaɡdəˈlēnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the final Paleolithic culture in Europe, following the Solutrean and dated to about 17,000–11,500 years ago. It is characterized by a range of bone and horn tools, and by highly developed cave art.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Magdalenian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Magdalenian culture or period.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
Magdalénien

 ‘from La Madeleine,’ a site in the Dordogne, France, where objects from this culture were found.





Magdeburg

 
/ˈmaɡdəbərɡ, ˈmäɡdəˌbo͝ork/






an industrial city in Germany, the capital of Saxony-Anhalt, situated on the Elbe River and linked to the Rhine and Ruhr rivers by the Mittelland Canal; pop. 229,800 (est. 2006).









mage

 
/māj/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a magician or learned person.











– origin

 late Middle English: anglicized form of Latin 
magus

 (see magus
 ).






Magellan

 
/məˈjelən/






an American space probe launched in 1989 to map the surface of Venus, using radar to penetrate the dense cloud cover. The probe was deliberately burned up in Venus's atmosphere in 1994.









Magellan, Ferdinand






(
c.

 1480–1521), Portuguese explorer; Portuguese name 
Fernão Magalhães

 . In 1519, he sailed from Spain, rounding South America through the strait that now bears his name, and reached the Philippines in 1521. He was killed in a skirmish on Cebu; the survivors sailed back to Spain around Africa, completing the first circumnavigation of the globe in 1522.









Magellan, Strait of






a passage that separates Tierra del Fuego and other islands from mainland South America. It connects the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.









Magellanic Clouds

 
/ˌmajeˌlanik ˈkloudz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
two diffuse luminous patches in the southern sky, now known to be small irregular galaxies that are the closest to our own. The 
Large Magellanic Cloud

 is about 169,000 light years away, and the 
Small Magellanic Cloud

 is about 210,000 light years away.







– origin

 named after the Portuguese explorer 
Magellan

 (see Magellan
 ).






Magen David

 
/mäˈɡen däˈvēd, ‘môɡən ˈdôvid/





I.
 
noun




another name for Star of David
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Hebrew, literally ‘shield of David,’ with reference to David, King of Israel (see David
 1
 ).





magenta

 
/məˈjen(t)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light purplish red that is one of the primary subtractive colors, complementary to green.




2.
 
the dye fuchsin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Magenta

 in northern Italy, site of a battle (1859) fought shortly before the dye (of bloodlike color) was discovered.





maggid

 
/ˈmäɡid, mäˈɡēd/





I.
 
noun




an itinerant Jewish preacher.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
maggīḏ

 ‘narrator.’





Maggie's drawers

 
/ˈmaɡēz ˈdrô(ə)rz/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹military slang›

 a red flag used to indicate a miss in target practice.











– origin

 1940s: said to be in reference to a song entitled 
Those Old Red Flannel Drawers That Maggie Wore

 .





Maggiore, Lake

 
/mäˈjôrā/






the second largest of the lakes of northern Italy. It extends into southern Switzerland.









maggot

 
/ˈmaɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft-bodied legless larva, especially that of a fly found in decaying matter.




2.
 


[Fishing]

 bait consisting of a maggot or maggots.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a whimsical fancy.








II.
 
derivatives





maggoty

 
/ˈmaɡədē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps an alteration of dialect 
maddock

 , from Old Norse 
mathkr

 , of Germanic origin.






Maghreb

 
/ˈməɡrəb /

 
Maghrib






a region of north and northwestern Africa between the Atlantic Ocean and Egypt that comprises the coastal plain and Atlas Mountains of Morocco, together with Algeria and Tunisia and sometimes Tripolitania.

Compare with Barbary
 .









magi

 
/ˈmājī/






plural form of magus
 .










Magi

 
/ˈmājī/





I.
 (
the Magi

 )


1.
 
the “wise men” from the East who brought gifts to the infant Jesus (Matt. 2:1), said in later tradition to be kings named Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar who brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.











– origin

 see magus
 .





magian

 
/ˈmāj(ē)ən, ˈmāˌjīən /

 
Magian





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the magi of ancient Persia.




2.
 
of or relating to the Magi who brought gifts to the infant Jesus.








II.
 
noun




a magus or Magus.














magic

 
/ˈmajik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the power of apparently influencing the course of events by using mysterious or supernatural forces




•
 
do you believe in magic?




•
 
suddenly, 
as if by magic

 , the doors start to open.










2.
 
mysterious tricks, such as making things disappear and appear again, performed as entertainment.




3.
 
a quality that makes something seem removed from everyday life, especially in a way that gives delight




•
 
the magic of the theater.










4.
 


‹informal›

 something that has a delightfully unusual quality




•
 
their seaside town is pure magic.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
used in magic or working by magic; having or apparently having supernatural powers




•
 
a magic wand.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — very effective in producing results, especially desired ones




•
 
confidence is the magic ingredient needed to spark recovery.










3.
 


‹informal›

 wonderful; exciting




•
 
what a magic moment.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move, change, or create by or as if by magic




•
 
he must have been magicked out of the car at the precise second it exploded.














IV.
 
phrases





like magic






remarkably effectively or rapidly




•
 
it repels rain like magic.





















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘a magical procedure’): from Old French 
magique

 , from Latin 
magicus

 (adjective), late Latin 
magica

 (noun), from Greek 
magikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art of) a magus’: magi were regarded as magicians.





magical

 
/ˈmajək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
relating to, using, or resembling magic




•
 
he had a gentle, magical touch with the child.










2.
 
beautiful or delightful in such a way as to seem removed from everyday life




•
 
it was a magical evening of pure nostalgia.




















magically

 
/ˈmajək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
using or as if by magic




•
 
a card seemed to appear magically in his hand




•
 
bad scripts don't magically transform into masterpieces on the screen.










2.
 
in a beautiful or delightful way




•
 
he played magically.



















magical realism

 
/ˈmajəkəl ˈrē(ə)ˌlizəm/






noun




another term for magic realism
 .













magic bullet

 
/ˈmajik ˈbo͝olət/






noun






‹informal›

 a medicine or other remedy, especially an undiscovered or hypothetical one, with wonderful or highly specific properties.













magic eye






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a photoelectric cell or similar electrical device used for identification, detection, or measurement.




2.
 
a small cathode ray tube in some radio receivers that displays a pattern that enables the radio to be accurately tuned.













magician

 
/məˈjiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with magical powers.




2.
 
a person who performs magic tricks for entertainment.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person with exceptional skill in a particular area




•
 
he was the magician of the fan belt.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
magicien

 , from late Latin 
magica

 (see magic
 ).





magick





I.
 
noun




chiefly archaic spelling of magic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





magickal






adjective






















magic lantern

 
/ˈˌmajik ˈlantərn/






noun






‹historical›

 a simple form of image projector used for showing photographic slides.













Magic Marker

 
/ˈmajik ˈmärkər/






noun






‹trademark›

 an indelible felt-tip marker, especially one with a wide tip.














magic mushroom






noun






‹informal›

 any toadstool with hallucinogenic properties, especially the liberty cap and its relatives.

[Genus 
Psilocybe

 , family 
Strophariaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 : several species, including 
P. mexicana

 , which is traditionally consumed by American Indians in Mexico.]













magic number






noun



1.
 
a figure regarded as significant or momentous in a particular context.




2.
 


[chiefly Baseball]

 the number that, at a late stage in the season, signifies the combination of wins for the first-place team and losses for another team that will allow the former to end the season alone in first place.














magic realism

 
magical realism





I.
 
noun




a literary or artistic genre in which realistic narrative and naturalistic technique are combined with surreal elements of dream or fantasy.








II.
 
derivatives





magic realist






noun





















magic square

 
/ˈˌmajik ˈskwe(ə)r/






noun




a square that is divided into smaller squares, each containing a number, such that the figures in each vertical, horizontal, and diagonal row add up to the same value.













Maginot Line

 
/ˈmaZHəˌnō, ˈmaj-/





I.
 
a line of defensive fortifications constructed by the French along their eastern border, extending from Switzerland to Luxembourg, between 1929 and 1936. In World War II, although the defenses held, the Germans outflanked them, going through Belgium to conquer France.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ] (also 
Maginot line

 )
 — an impressive but often ineffectual means of protection or defense




•
 
the courts are our Maginot Line against industry.













– origin

 named after André 
Maginot

 (1877–1932), a French minister of war.






magister

 
/ˈmajəstər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a title or form of address given to scholars, especially those qualified to teach in a medieval university.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘master.’





magisterial

 
/ˌmajəˈstirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing great authority




•
 
a magisterial pronouncement.










2.
 
domineering; dictatorial




•
 
he dropped his somewhat magisterial style of questioning.










3.
 
relating to or conducted by a magistrate.




4.
 
(of a person) holding the office of a magistrate.








II.
 
derivatives





magisterially

 
/ˌmajəˈstirēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
magisterialis

 , from late Latin 
magisterius

 , from Latin 
magister

 ‘master.’





magisterium

 
/ˌmajəˈstirēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the teaching authority of the Roman Catholic Church, especially as exercised by bishops or the pope.




2.
 
the official and authoritative teaching of the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, ‘the office of master,’ from 
magister

 (see magister
 ).





magistracy

 
/ˈmajəstrəsē/






noun



1.
 
the office or authority of a magistrate.




2.
 
(
the magistracy

 )
 — magistrates collectively.













magistral

 
/ˈmajəstrəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 relating to a master or masters.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
magistralis

 , from 
magister

 ‘master.’





magistrate

 
/ˈmajəˌstrāt/





I.
 
noun




a civil officer or lay judge who administers the law, especially one who conducts a court that deals with minor offenses and holds preliminary hearings for more serious ones.








II.
 
derivatives





magistrature

 
/ˈmajəˌstrāCHər ˈmajəstrəˌCHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
magistratus

 ‘administrator,’ from 
magister

 ‘master.’





maglev

 
/ˈmaɡlev/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a transportation system in which trains glide above a track, supported by magnetic repulsion and propelled by a linear motor




•
 
maglev trains.

















– origin

 1970s: from 
mag(netic) lev(itation)

 .






magma

 
/ˈmaɡmə/





I.
 
noun




hot fluid or semifluid material below or within the earth's crust from which lava and other igneous rock is formed by cooling.








II.
 
derivatives





magmatic

 
/maɡˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘residue of dregs after evaporation or pressing of a semiliquid substance’): via Latin from Greek 
magma

 (from 
massein

 ‘knead’).





magmatism

 
/ˈmaɡməˌtizəm/






noun






[Geology]

 the motion or activity of magma.














Magna Carta

 
/ˌmaɡnə ˈkärdə/





I.
 
a charter of liberty and political rights obtained from King John of England by his rebellious barons at Runnymede in 1215, which came to be seen as the seminal document of English constitutional practice.







– origin

 from medieval Latin, ‘great charter.’





magna cum laude

 
/ˌmaɡnə ˌko͝om ˈloudā ˌmaɡnə kəm ˈloudē ˌmaɡnə ˌko͝om ˈloudə/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






(N. Amer.)

 with great distinction (with reference to college degrees and diplomas).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘with great praise.’





Magna Graecia

 
/ˌmaɡnə ˈɡrāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
the ancient Greek cities of southern Italy, founded from 
c.

 750 
BC

 onward by colonists from Euboea, Sparta, and elsewhere in Greece.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘Great Greece.’





magnanimity

 
/ˌmaɡnəˈnimədē/






noun




the fact or condition of being magnanimous; generosity




•
 
both sides will have to show magnanimity.



















magnanimous

 
/maɡˈnanəməs/





I.
 
adjective




very generous or forgiving, especially toward a rival or someone less powerful than oneself.








II.
 
derivatives





magnanimously

 
/maɡˈnanəməslē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
magnanimus

 (from 
magnus

 ‘great’ + 
animus

 ‘soul’) + -ous
 .





magnate

 
/ˈmaɡˌnāt ˈmaɡnət/





I.
 
noun




a wealthy and influential person, especially in business




•
 
a media magnate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
magnas

 , 
magnat-

 ‘great man,’ from Latin 
magnus

 ‘great.’






magnesia

 
/maɡˈnēZHə maɡˈnēSHə maɡˈnēsēə maɡˈnēzēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 magnesium oxide.

[Chem. formula: MgO.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 hydrated magnesium carbonate used as an antacid and laxative.











– origin

 late Middle English (referring to a mineral said to be an ingredient of the philosopher's stone): via medieval Latin from Greek 
Magnēsia

 , denoting a mineral from Magnesia in Asia Minor.





magnesian

 
/maɡˈnēZHən maɡˈnēSHən/






adjective




(chiefly of rocks and minerals) containing or relatively rich in magnesium.













magnesite

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌsīt/






noun




a whitish mineral consisting of magnesium carbonate, used as a heat-resistant lining in some furnaces.














magnesium

 
/maɡˈnēSHəm maɡˈnēsēəm maɡˈnēZHəm maɡˈnēzēəm/






noun




(Symbol: 
Mg

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 12, a silver-white metal of the alkaline earth series. It is used to make strong lightweight alloys, especially for the aerospace industry, and is also used in flashbulbs and pyrotechnics because it burns with a brilliant white flame.













magnesium flare

 
magnesium light






noun




a brilliant white flare containing metallic magnesium wire or ribbon.














magnet

 
/ˈmaɡnət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of iron (or an ore, alloy, or other material) that has its component atoms so ordered that the material exhibits properties of magnetism, such as attracting other iron-containing objects or aligning itself in an external magnetic field.




2.
 
archaic term for lodestone
 .




3.
 
a person or thing that has a powerful attraction




•
 
the beautiful stretch of white sand is 
a magnet for

 sun worshipers.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a lodestone): from Latin 
magnes

 , 
magnet-

 , from Greek 
magnēs lithos

 ‘lodestone,’ probably influenced by Anglo-Norman French 
magnete

 (from Latin 
magnes

 , 
magnet-

 ).





magnetar

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌtär/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a neutron star with an extremely strong magnetic field.











– origin

 1990s: from 
magnetic

 + 
-ar

 , on the pattern of 
pulsar

 and 
quasar

 .






magnetic

 
/maɡˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of being attracted by or acquiring the properties of a magnet




•
 
steel is magnetic.










2.
 
relating to or exhibiting magnetism




•
 
an airborne magnetic survey




•
 
the clock has a magnetic back to stick to the fridge.










3.
 
(of a bearing in navigation) measured relative to magnetic north.




4.
 
very attractive or alluring




•
 
his magnetic personality.














II.
 
derivatives





magnetically

 
/maɡˈnedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
magneticus

 , from Latin 
magneta

 (see magnet
 ).





magnetic compass

 
/maɡˌnedik ˈkəmpəs/






noun




another term for compass
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).














magnetic equator

 
/maɡˌnedik ēˈkwādər/






noun




the irregular imaginary line, passing around the earth near the equator, on which a magnetic needle has no dip (see dip
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun)).













magnetic field

 
/maɡˈnedik ˈfēld/






noun




a region around a magnetic material or a moving electric charge within which the force of magnetism acts.













magnetic inclination






noun




another term for dip
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).














magnetic induction






noun



1.
 
magnetic flux or flux density.




2.
 
the process by which an object or material is magnetized by an external magnetic field.













magnetic mine






noun




a mine detonated by the proximity of a magnetized body such as a ship or tank.













magnetic moment






noun






[Physics]

 the property of a magnet that interacts with an applied field to give a mechanical moment.













magnetic needle

 
/maɡˌnedik ˈnēdl/






noun




a piece of magnetized steel used as an indicator on the dial of a compass and in magnetic and electrical apparatus.













magnetic north

 
/maɡˌnedik ˈnôrTH/






noun




the direction in which the north end of a compass needle or other freely suspended magnet will point in response to the earth's magnetic field. It deviates from true north over time and from place to place because the earth's magnetic poles are not fixed in relation to its axis.














magnetic pole






noun



1.
 
each of the points near the extremities of the axis of rotation of the earth or another celestial body where a magnetic needle dips vertically.




2.
 
each of the two points or regions of an artificial or natural magnet to and from which the lines of magnetic force are directed.













magnetic resonance imaging

 
MRI






noun




a form of medical imaging that measures the response of the atomic nuclei of body tissues to high-frequency radio waves when placed in a strong magnetic field, and that produces images of the internal organs.













magnetic storm

 
/maɡˌnedik ˈstôrm/






noun




a disturbance of the magnetic field of the earth (or other celestial body).













magnetic tape

 
/maɡˌnedik ˈtāp/






noun




tape used in recording sound, pictures, or computer data.













magnetism

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
a physical phenomenon produced by the motion of electric charge, resulting in attractive and repulsive forces between objects.





All magnetism is due to circulating electric currents. In magnetic materials the magnetism is produced by electrons orbiting within the atoms; in most substances the magnetic effects of different electrons cancel each other out, but in some, such as iron, a net magnetic field can be induced by aligning the atoms.




2.
 
the ability to attract and charm people




•
 
his personal magnetism attracted men to the brotherhood.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
magnetismus

 , from Latin 
magneta

 (see magnet
 ).





magnetite

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a gray-black magnetic mineral that consists of an oxide of iron and is an important form of iron ore.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from magnet
 + -ite
 1
 .





magnetize

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give magnetic properties to; make magnetic.




2.
 
attract strongly as if by a magnet.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
magnetizable






adjective













2.
 
magnetization

 
/ˌmaɡnədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌmaɡnəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
magnetizer






noun





















magneto

 
/maɡˈnēdō/





I.
 
noun




a small electric generator containing a permanent magnet and used to provide high-voltage pulses, especially (formerly) in the ignition systems of internal combustion engines.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of magneto-electric
 .





magneto-






combining form




relating to a magnet or magnetism




•
 
magneto-electric.




















magneto-electric

 
/maɡˈnedōəˌlektrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the electric currents generated in a material by its motion in a magnetic field.




2.
 
(of an electric generator) using permanent magnets.








II.
 
derivatives





magneto-electricity






noun





















magnetograph

 
/maɡˈnēdəˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument for recording measurements of magnetic forces.














magnetohydrodynamics

 
/maɡˌnēdōˌhīdrəˌdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics that studies the behavior of an electrically conducting fluid such as a plasma or molten metal acted on by a magnetic field.








II.
 
derivatives





magnetohydrodynamic

 
/-ˌhīdrōˌdīˈnamik /






adjective





















magnetometer

 
/ˌmaɡnəˈtämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument used for measuring magnetic forces, especially the earth's magnetism.








II.
 
derivatives





magnetometry

 
/-ətrē /






noun





















magnetomotive force

 
/maɡˌnēdōˌmōdiv ˈfôrs/






noun






[Physics]

 a quantity representing the line integral of the magnetic intensity around a closed line (e.g., the sum of the magnetizing forces along a circuit).













magneton

 
/ˈmaɡnətən/





I.
 
noun




a unit of magnetic moment in atomic and nuclear physics.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from magnetic
 + -on
 .





magneto-optical

 
/maɡˈnedōˌäptək(ə)l/






adjective




of, relating to, or employing both optical and magnetic phenomena or technology.













magnetopause

 
/maɡˈnēdəˌpôz/






noun




the outer limit of a magnetosphere.













magnetoresistance

 
/maɡˌnēdərəˈzistəns/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the dependence of the electrical resistance of a body on an external magnetic field.








II.
 
derivatives





magnetoresistive

 
/maɡˌnētəriˈzistiv /






adjective





















magnetosphere

 
/maɡˈnēdəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun




the region surrounding the earth or another astronomical body in which its magnetic field is the predominant effective magnetic field.








II.
 
derivatives





magnetospheric

 
/ˌmaɡˌnētəˈsfirik /






adjective





















magnetotail

 
/maɡˈnēdəˌtāl/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the broad elongated extension of a planet's magnetosphere on the side away from the sun.













magnetron

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌträn/





I.
 
noun




an electron tube for amplifying or generating microwaves, with the flow of electrons controlled by an external magnetic field.











– origin

 1920s: from magnetic
 + 
-tron

 from electron
 .





magnet school

 
//






noun




a public school offering special instruction and programs not available elsewhere, designed to attract a more diverse student body from throughout a school district.













Magnificat

 
/maɡˈnifəkät/





I.
 
noun




a canticle used in Christian liturgy, especially at vespers and evensong, the text being the hymn of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:46–55).











– origin

 Middle English: Latin, literally ‘magnifies’ (from the opening words, which translate as ‘my soul magnifies the Lord’).





magnification

 
/ˌmaɡnəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of magnifying something or being magnified, especially visually




•
 
visible under high magnification.










2.
 
the degree to which something is or can be magnified




•
 
at this magnification the pixels making up the image become visible.










3.
 
the magnifying power of an instrument




•
 
this microscope should give a magnification of about 100.










4.
 
a magnified reproduction of something.













magnificence

 
/maɡˈnifəsəns/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being magnificent.




2.
 
(
His, Your

 , etc., 
Magnificence

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a title given to a monarch or other distinguished person, or used in addressing them.













magnificent

 
/maɡˈnifəsənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impressively beautiful, elaborate, or extravagant; striking




•
 
a dramatic landscape of magnificent mountains




•
 
the interior layout is magnificent.










2.
 
very good; excellent




•
 
she paid tribute to their magnificent efforts.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
magnificent-

 ‘making great, serving to magnify,’ based on 
magnus

 ‘great.’





magnificently

 
/maɡˈnifəsəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an extremely beautiful, elaborate, or impressive manner




•
 
the magnificently decorated Great Hall.










2.
 
in a very skillful manner; excellently




•
 
our two quiz teams performed magnificently.



















magnifico

 
/maɡˈnifəˌkō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an eminent, powerful, or illustrious person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Italian, ‘magnificent,’ originally used to denote a Venetian magnate.





magnify

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) appear larger than it is, especially with a lens or microscope




•
 
the camera's zoom mode can magnify a certain area if required.










2.
 
increase or exaggerate the importance or effect of




•
 
the risk is magnified if there is any dirty material next to the skin




•
 
she tended to magnify the defects of those she disliked.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 extol; glorify




•
 
praise the Lord and magnify Him.














II.
 
derivatives





magnifier

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌfīr /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘show honor to (God)’ and ‘make greater in size or importance’): from Old French 
magnifier

 or Latin 
magnificare

 , based on Latin 
magnus

 ‘great.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





magnifying glass

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌfīiNG ˈˌɡlas/






noun




a lens that produces an enlarged image, typically set in a frame with a handle and used to examine small or finely detailed things such as fingerprints, stamps, and fine print.













magniloquence

 
/maɡˈniləkwəns/






noun




use of high-flown language




•
 
there was no trace of magniloquence.



















magniloquent

 
/maɡˈniləkwənt/





I.
 
adjective




using high-flown or bombastic language.








II.
 
derivatives





magniloquently

 
/maɡˈniləkwən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
magniloquus

 (from 
magnus

 ‘great’ + 
-loquus

 ‘-speaking’) + -ent
 .





Magnitogorsk

 
/məɡˌnēdəˈɡôrsk/






an industrial city in southern Russia, on the Ural River close to the border with Kazakhstan; pop. 409,600 (est. 2009).









magnitude

 
/ˈmaɡnəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the great size or extent of something




•
 
they may feel discouraged at the magnitude of the task before them.










2.
 
great importance




•
 
events of tragic magnitude.










3.
 
size




•
 
electorates of less than average magnitude.










4.
 
a numerical quantity or value




•
 
the magnitudes of all the economic variables could be determined.










5.
 
the degree of brightness of a star. The magnitude of an astronomical object is now reckoned as the negative logarithm of the brightness; a decrease of one magnitude represents an increase in brightness of 2.512 times. A star with an apparent magnitude of six is barely visible to the naked eye.

See also apparent magnitude
 , absolute magnitude
 .




6.
 
the class into which a star falls by virtue of its brightness.




7.
 
a difference of one on a scale of brightness, treated as a unit of measurement.








II.
 
phrases





of the first magnitude






see first
 .















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘greatness of character’): from Latin 
magnitudo

 , from 
magnus

 ‘great.’





magnolia

 
/maɡˈnōlēə/





I.
 
noun




a tree or shrub with large, typically creamy-pink, waxy flowers. Magnolias are widely grown as ornamental trees.

[Genus 
Magnolia

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 : numerous species, including 
M. campbellii

 , native to the Himalayas and from which several varieties have been cultivated in North America.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Pierre 
Magnol

 (1638–1715), French botanist.





Magnolia State






a nickname for the state of Mississippi
 .










magnolia vine






noun




another term for schizandra
 .













magnum

 
/ˈmaɡnəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing of a type that is larger than normal, in particular




2.
 
a wine bottle of twice the standard size, normally 1½ liters.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ] (often 
Magnum

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a gun designed to fire cartridges that are more powerful than its caliber would suggest




•
 
his .357 Magnum pistol.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of 
magnus

 ‘great.’





magnum opus

 
/ˌmaɡnəm ˈōpəs/





I.
 
noun




a large and important work of art, music, or literature, especially one regarded as the most important work of an artist or writer.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘great work.’





Magnus effect

 
/ˈmaɡnəs əˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the force exerted on a rapidly spinning cylinder or sphere moving through air or another fluid in a direction at an angle to the axis of spin. This force is responsible for the swerving of balls when hit or thrown with spin.











– origin

 1920s: named after Heinrich G. 
Magnus

 (1802–70), German scientist.






magpie

 
/ˈmaɡˌpī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-tailed crow with boldly marked (or green) plumage and a raucous voice.

[Family 
Corvidae

 : five genera and several species, in particular the black-and-white 
black-billed magpie

 (
Pica pica

 ) of Eurasia and North America.]




2.
 
used in similes or comparisons to refer to a person who collects things, especially things of little use or value, or a person who chatters idly.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably shortening of dialect 
maggot the pie

 , 
maggoty-pie

 , from 
Magot

 (Middle English nickname for the given name 
Marguerite

 ) + pie
 2
 .





M.Agr.






abbreviation




Master of Agriculture.













magret

 
/ˈmāɡrā/





I.
 
noun




a fillet of meat cut from a breast of duck.











– origin

 French, diminutive of Gascon dialect 
magre

 ‘lean’ (as the leanest meat is chosen), corresponding to standard French 
maigre

 .





Magritte, René

 
/məˈɡrēt, ma-/






(1898–1967), Belgian surrealist painter; full name 
René François Ghislain Magritte

 . His paintings are startling or amusing juxtapositions of the ordinary, the strange, and the erotic, depicted in a realist manner.










maguey

 
/məˈɡā/





I.
 
noun




an agave plant, especially one of a type used to make alcoholic drinks.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Spanish from Taino.






magus

 
/ˈmāɡəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a priestly caste of ancient Persia.

See also Magi
 .




2.
 
a sorcerer.











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin and Greek from Old Persian 
maguš

 .





mag wheel

 
/ˈmaɡ ˌ(h)wēl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a motor-vehicle wheel made from lightweight magnesium steel, typically having a pattern of holes or spokes around the hub.














Magyar

 
/ˈmaɡyär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people who originated in the Urals and migrated westward to settle in what is now Hungary in the 9th century 
AD

 .




2.
 
the Uralic language of the Magyar; Hungarian.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Magyar or their language.











– origin

 the name in Hungarian.






Magyarország

 
/ˈmädyärˌôrˌsäɡ/






Hungarian name for Hungary
 .









Mahabad

 
/ˌmähəˈbäd/






a city in northwestern Iran, near the Iraqi border, with a chiefly Kurdish population; pop. 135,780 (2006). Between 1941 and 1946 it was the center of a Soviet-supported Kurdish republic.









Mahabharata

 
/məˌhäˈbärədə/





I.
 
one of the two great Sanskrit epics of the Hindus, existing in its present form since 
c.

 
AD

 400.It describes the civil war waged between the five Pandava brothers and their 100 stepbrothers at Kuruksetra near modern Delhi.







– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘great Bharata,’ i.e., the great epic of the Bharata dynasty.





mahal

 
/məˈhäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a mansion or palace (in names)




•
 
the Taj Mahal.










2.
 


(Indian)

 living quarters set aside for a particular group of people




•
 
the servant mahal.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Urdu and Persian 
maḥal(l

 ), from Arabic 
maḥall

 , from 
ḥall

 , ‘stopping-place, abode.’





mahalo

 
/ˈmäˌhälō/





I.
 
exclamation, noun




a Hawaiian word used when thanking someone




•
 
mahalo to all of you who took the time to vote.

















– origin

 Hawaiian.





mahant

 
/məˈhənt/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 a chief priest of a temple or the head of a monastery.











– origin

 Hindi.





maharaja

 
/ˌmä(h)əˈrä(d)ZHə /

 
maharajah





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an Indian prince.











– origin

 from Hindi 
mahārājā

 , from Sanskrit 
mahā

 ‘great’ + 
rājan

 ‘raja.’





maharani

 
/ˌmähəˈränē /

 
maharanee





I.
 
noun




a maharaja's wife or widow.











– origin

 from Hindi 
mahārānī

 , from Sanskrit 
mahā

 ‘great’ + 
rājñī

 ‘ranee.’





Maharashtra

 
/ˌmä(h)əˈräSHtrə/





I.
 
a large state in western India that borders on the Arabian Sea, formed in 1960 from the southeastern part of the former state of Bombay; capital, Mumbai (Bombay).




II.
 
derivatives





Maharashtrian

 
/-trēən /






adjective, noun





















Maharishi

 
/mäːhəˈriSHē/





I.
 
noun




a great Hindu sage or spiritual leader.











– origin

 alteration of Sanskrit 
maharṣi

 , from 
mahā

 ‘great’ + 
ṛṣi

 ‘rishi.’





mahatma

 
/məˈhätmə məˈhatmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in South Asia) a person regarded with reverence or loving respect; a holy person or sage.




2.
 
(
the Mahatma

 )
 — Mahatma Gandhi.




3.
 
(in some forms of theosophy) a person in India or Tibet said to have supernatural powers.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
mahātman

 , from 
mahā

 ‘great’ + 
ātman

 ‘soul.’





Mahaweli

 
/ˌmähəˈwālē/






the major river in Sri Lanka. Rising in the central highlands, it flows north for 206 miles (330 km) to the Bay of Bengal.









Mahayana

 
/ˌmähəˈyänə /

 
Mahayana Buddhism





I.
 
noun




one of the two major traditions of Buddhism, now practiced in a variety of forms especially in China, Tibet, Japan, and Korea. The tradition emerged around the 1st century 
AD

 and is typically concerned with altruistically oriented spiritual practice as embodied in the ideal of the bodhisattva.

Compare with Theravada
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit, from 
mahā

 ‘great’ + 
yāna

 ‘vehicle.’






Mahdi

 
/ˈmädē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in popular Muslim belief) a spiritual and temporal leader who will rule before the end of the world and restore religion and justice.




2.
 
a person claiming to be Mahdi, notably Muhammad Ahmad of Dongola in Sudan (1843–85), whose revolutionary movement captured Khartoum and overthrew the Egyptian regime.




3.
 
(in Shiite belief) the twelfth imam, who is expected to return and triumph over injustice.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Mahdism

 
/ˈmäˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
Mahdist

 
/ˈmädist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Arabic 
(al-)mahdī

 ‘he who is guided in the right way,’ passive participle of 
hadā

 ‘to guide.’





Mahfouz, Naguib

 
/mäˈfo͞oz/






(1911–2006), Egyptian novelist and short-story writer. Notable works: 
Miramar

 (1967), 
Wedding Song

 (1981), and 
The Seventh Heaven

 (2005). Nobel Prize for Literature (1988).










Mahican

 
/məˈhēkən /

 
Mohican





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly inhabiting the Upper Hudson Valley in New York.

Compare with Mohegan
 .




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Mahican.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mahican or their language.











– origin

 the name in Mahican, meaning ‘people of the estuary.’






Mahilyow

 
/ˌməɡilˈyôf/






an industrial city and railroad center in eastern Belarus, on the Dnieper River; pop. 372,000 (est. 2009).

Russian name Mogilyov
 .










mahimahi

 
/ˌmähēˈmähē/





I.
 
noun




an edible marine fish of warm seas, with silver and bright blue or green coloration when alive.

Also called dolphin
 or dorado
 . [Family 
Coryphaenidae

 and genus 
Coryphaena

 : two species, in particular the large 
C. hippurus

 .]











– origin

 1940s: from Hawaiian.





mah-jongg

 
/mäˈ(d)ZHôNG mäˈ(d)ZHäNG /

 
mah-jong





I.
 
noun




a Chinese game played, usually by four people, with 136 or 144 rectangular pieces called tiles. The object is to collect winning sets of these tiles, as in card games such as gin rummy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Chinese dialect 
ma-tsiang

 , literally ‘sparrows.’





Mahler, Gustav

 
/ˈmälər/





I.
 
(1860–1911), Austrian composer, conductor, and pianist. His works, which include symphonies and songs, form a link between romanticism and the experimentalism of Schoenberg.




II.
 
derivatives





Mahlerian

 
/mäˈle(ə)rēən /






adjective





















mahlstick

 
/ˈmôlˌstik /

 
maulstick





I.
 
noun




a light stick with a padded leather ball at one end, held against work by a painter or signwriter to support and steady the brush hand.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
maalstok

 , from 
malen

 ‘to paint’ + 
stok

 ‘stick.’





mahoe1


 
/məˈhō, ˈmäˌhō/





I.
 
noun




a small bushy New Zealand tree of the violet family, with whitish bark and clusters of small greenish flowers.

[
Melicytus ramiflorus

 , family 
Violaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Maori.





mahoe2


 
/məˈhō/





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 any of a number of tropical trees and shrubs yielding bast that is used to make cordage.

[Several species, esp. of the genus 
Hibiscus

 (family 
Malvaceae

 ), in particular the widespread 
H. tiliaceus

 and the Caribbean 
H. elatus

 .]











– origin

 from Arawak 
maho

 .





mahogany

 
/məˈhäɡənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hard reddish-brown timber from a tropical tree, used for high-quality furniture.




2.
 
a rich reddish-brown color like that of mahogany wood.




3.
 
the tropical American tree that produces mahogany timber, widely harvested from the wild.

[Genus 
Swietenia

 , family 
Meliaceae

 : three species, esp. 
S. mahagoni

 .]




4.
 
used in names of trees that yield timber similar to mahogany, e.g., 
Philippine mahogany

 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Mahon

 
/məˈhōn, mäˈōn /

 
Port Mahon






the capital of the island of Minorca, a port on the southeastern coast; pop. 30,300 (est. 2009). Spanish name 
Mahón

 .









mahonia

 
/məˈhōnēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub of the barberry family that produces clusters of small fragrant yellow flowers followed by purple or black berries, native to eastern Asia and North and Central America.

[Genus 
Mahonia

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Bernard Mc
Mahon

 (
c.

 1775–1816), American botanist.





mahoosive

 
/məˈho͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 exceptionally big; huge




•
 
you don't need a mahoosive bag for a night out




•
 
the screen is mahoosive.

















– origin

 1990s: probably a blend of massive
 and a phonetic respelling of the first letters of huge
 .






Mahore

 
/məˈhôr/






another name for Mayotte
 .









mahout

 
/məˈhout/





I.
 
noun




(in South and Southeast Asia) a person who works with, rides, and tends an elephant.











– origin

 from Hindi 
mahāvat

 .





mahua

 
/ˈmähwä, -ho͞oə /

 
mahwa





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Indian tree that has fleshy edible flowers and yields oil-rich seeds.

[
Madhuca latifolia

 , family 
Sapotaceae

 .]




2.
 
an alcoholic drink produced from the nectar-rich flowers of this tree.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Hindi from Sanskrit 
madhūka

 , from 
madhu

 ‘sweet.’






Maia1


 
/ˈmīə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of Atlas and mother of Hermes.









Maia2


 

‹Roman Mythology›







a goddess associated with Vulcan and also (by confusion with Maia
 1
 ) with Mercury (Hermes). She was worshiped on May 1 and May 15; that month is named after her.










maid

 
/mād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female domestic servant.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a girl or young woman, especially an unmarried one.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a virgin.











– origin

 Middle English: abbreviation of maiden
 .





maidan

 
/mīˈdän/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) an open space in or near a town, used as a parade ground or for events such as public meetings and polo matches.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
maidān

 , from Arabic 
maydān

 .






maiden

 
/ˈmādn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a girl or young woman, especially an unmarried one.




2.
 
a virgin.




3.
 
(also 
maiden over

 )
 — 

[Cricket]

 an over in which no runs are scored.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a woman, especially an older one) unmarried




•
 
a maiden aunt.










2.
 
(of a female animal) unmated.




3.
 
being or involving the first attempt or act of its kind




•
 
the ship's maiden voyage.










4.
 
denoting a horse that has never won a race, or a race intended for such horses.




5.
 
(of a tree or other fruiting plant) in its first year of growth.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maidenish

 
/ˈmād(ə)niSH /






adjective













2.
 
maidenlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mægden

 , from a Germanic diminutive meaning ‘maid, virgin’; related to German 
Mädchen

 , diminutive of 
Magd

 ‘maid,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Old Irish 
mug

 ‘boy, servant.’






maidenhair

 
/ˈmādnˌher /

 
maidenhair fern






noun




a chiefly tropical fern of delicate appearance, having slender-stalked fronds with round or wedge-shaped divided lobes.

[Genus 
Adiantum

 , family 
Adiantaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. capillus-veneris

 of Eurasia and North America.]














maidenhair tree






noun




the ginkgo, whose leaves resemble those of the maidenhair fern.













maidenhead

 
/ˈmādnˌhed/






noun



1.
 
virginity.




2.
 


‹dated›

 the hymen.













maidenhood

 
/ˈmādnˌho͝od/






noun



1.
 
the fact or condition of being a young, unmarried woman.




2.
 
a girl's virginity




•
 
she had forsworn that her maidenhood would be kept sacred.



















maidenly

 
/ˈmādnlē/






adjective




relating to or appropriate to a maiden; demure




•
 
maidenly modesty.



















maiden name

 
/ˈmādn ˈˌnām/






noun




the surname that a married woman used from birth, prior to its being legally changed at marriage.













maid of honor






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unmarried woman acting as principal bridesmaid at a wedding.




2.
 
an unmarried woman, typically of noble birth, attending a queen or princess.













maidservant

 
/ˈmādˌsərvənt/






noun






‹dated›

 a female domestic servant.













Maidstone

 
/ˈmādstōn/






a town in southeastern England, on the Medway River; pop. 91,000 (est. 2009).









maieutic

 
/ˌmāˈyo͞odək/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting the Socratic mode of inquiry, which aims to bring a person's latent ideas into clear consciousness.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
maieutics

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the maieutic method.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
maieutikos

 , from 
maieuesthai

 ‘act as a midwife,’ from 
maia

 ‘midwife.’





Maikop

 
/mīˈkäp/






a city in southwestern Russia, capital of the republic of Adygea; pop. 153,500 (est. 2008).









mail1


 
/māl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
letters and packages conveyed by the postal system.




2.
 
the postal system




•
 
you can order 
by mail






•
 
the check is 
in the mail






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a mail truck.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a single delivery or collection of mail




•
 
the new magazine that came in the mail today.










4.
 


[Computing]

 email.




5.
 


‹dated›

 a vehicle, such as a train, carrying mail.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a bag of letters to be conveyed by the postal system.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a letter or package) using the postal system




•
 
if you will mail the coupon, we'll send you a free trial package.










2.
 


[Computing]

 send (someone) email.








III.
 
derivatives





mailable

 
/ˈmāləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘traveling bag’): from Old French 
male

 ‘wallet,’ of West Germanic origin. The notion ‘by post’ dates from the mid 17th cent.





mail2


 
/māl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 armor made of metal rings or plates, joined together flexibly.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the protective shell or scales of certain animals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clothe or cover with mail


(as 
adj.

 
mailed

 )


•
 
a mailed gauntlet.














III.
 
phrases





the mailed fist






the use of physical force to maintain control or impose one's will.















– origin

 Middle English (also denoting the individual metal elements composing mail armor): from Old French 
maille

 , from Latin 
macula

 ‘spot or mesh.’





mailbag

 
/ˈmālˌbaɡ/






noun




a large sack or bag for carrying mail.













mailboat

 
/ˈmālbōt /

 
mail boat






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a ship or boat that carries mail.













mail bomb

 
/ˈmāl bäm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 another term for letter bomb
 .




2.
 
an overwhelmingly large quantity of email messages sent to one email address.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send an overwhelmingly large quantity of email messages to (someone).














mailbox

 
/ˈmālˌbäks/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(N. Amer.)

 a public box with a slot into which mail is placed for collection by the post office.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a private box into which mail is delivered, especially one mounted on a post at the entrance to a person's property.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a computer file in which email messages received by a particular user are stored.













mail call






noun






[Military]

 the distribution of mail to soldiers.













mail carrier

 
/ˈmāl ˌkerēər/






noun




a person who is employed to deliver and collect letters and parcels.













mail drop

 
/ˈmāl ˌdräp/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a receptacle for mail, especially one in which mail is kept until the addressee collects it.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a delivery of mail, advertising leaflets, or other material.













mailer

 
/ˈmālər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the sender of a letter or package by mail.




2.
 
a person employed to dispatch newspapers or periodicals by mail.




3.
 
a free advertising pamphlet, brochure, or catalog sent out by mail.




4.
 
a container used for conveying items by mail, especially a padded envelope or protective tube.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a program that sends email messages.













Mailer, Norman

 
/ˈmālər/






(1923–2007), US novelist and essayist. His novels, in which he frequently deals with the effect of war and violence on human relationships, include 
The Naked and the Dead

 (1948) and 
Ancient Evenings

 (1983). His nonfiction works include the prize-winning 
The Armies of the Night

 (1968) and 
The Executioner's Song

 (1979).









mailing

 
/ˈmāliNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of sending something by mail.




2.
 
something sent by mail, especially a piece of mass advertising.













mailing list

 
/ˈmāliNG ˈˌlist/






noun




a list of the names and addresses of people to whom material such as advertising matter, information, or a magazine may be mailed, especially regularly.













maillot

 
/mīˈyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pair of tights worn for dancing or gymnastics.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a woman's tight-fitting one-piece swimsuit.




3.
 
a jersey or top, especially one worn in sports such as cycling.











– origin

 French.





mailman

 
/ˈmālˌman/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who is employed to deliver and collect letters and parcels.













mail merge

 
/māl mərj/






noun






[Computing]

 the automatic addition of names and addresses from a database to letters and envelopes in order to facilitate sending mail, especially advertising, to many addresses.













mail order

 
/ˈmāl ˈˌôrdər/






noun




the selling of goods to customers by mail, generally involving selection from a special catalog




•
 
available by mail order only




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a mail-order distributor of generic drugs.



















mail-out

 
/ˈmālout/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an instance of sending out by mail a number of promotional brochures or other items at one time.













mail slot






noun




a slot in the door of a building into which mail is delivered.














maim

 
/mām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wound or injure (someone) so that part of the body is permanently damaged




•
 
100,000 soldiers were killed or maimed.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mahaignier

 , of unknown origin.





Maimonides

 
/mīˈmänədēz/






(1135–1204), Jewish philosopher and rabbinic scholar, born in Spain; born 
Moses ben Maimon

 . His 
Guide for the Perplexed

 (1190) attempts to reconcile Talmudic scripture with the philosophy of Aristotle.










main1


 
/mān/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
chief in size or importance




•
 
a main road




•
 
the main problem is one of resources.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a principal pipe carrying water or gas to buildings, or taking sewage from them




•
 
a faulty gas main.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a principal cable carrying electricity.




3.
 
(
the main

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the open ocean.




4.
 


[Nautical]

 short for mainsail
 or mainmast
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by main force






through sheer strength.









2.
 
in the main






on the whole; chiefly.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
mægen

 ‘physical force,’ reinforced by Old Norse 
meginn

 , 
megn

 ‘strong, powerful,’ both from a Germanic base meaning ‘have power.’





main2


 
/mān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a match between fighting cocks.




2.
 
(in the game of hazard) a number (5, 6, 7, 8, or 9) called by a player before dice are thrown.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from the phrase 
main chance

 .





Main

 
/mīn/






a river of southwestern Germany that rises in northern Bavaria and flows west for 310 miles (500 km), through Frankfurt to meet the Rhine River at Mainz.









main brace

 
/ˌmān ˈbrās/






noun




one of the braces attached to the main yard of a sailing ship.














main clause






noun






[Grammar]

 a clause that can form a complete sentence standing alone, having a subject and a predicate.

Contrasted with subordinate clause
 .













main course

 
/ˌmān ˈˌkôrs/






noun



1.
 
the most substantial course of a meal.




2.
 
the mainsail of a square-rigged sailing ship.













main drag

 
/ˌmān ˈdraɡ/






noun

 — (usu. 
the main drag

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the main street of a town.














Maine

 
/mān/






a state in the northeastern US, one of the six New England states, on the Atlantic coast, on the US–Canada border; pop. 1,316,456 (est. 2008); capital, Augusta; statehood, Mar. 15, 1820 (23). Visited by John Cabot in 1498 and colonized by England in the 1600s and 1700s, it was annexed to Massachusetts from 1652 until 1820.









Maine Coon

 
Maine Coon cat





I.
 
noun




a large, powerful domestic cat of a long-haired breed, native to America.











– origin

 1970s: so named because of partial resemblance to the raccoon.





Mainer

 
/ˈmānər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Maine




•
 
a fellow Mainer.



















mainframe

 
/ˈmānˌfrām/






noun



1.
 
a large high-speed computer, especially one supporting numerous workstations or peripherals.




2.
 
the central processing unit and primary memory of a computer.













mainland

 
/ˈmānˌland ˈmānlənd/





I.
 
noun




a large continuous extent of land that includes the greater part of a country or territory, as opposed to offshore islands and detached territories.








II.
 
derivatives





mainlander

 
/ˈmānˌlandər ˈmānləndər /






noun





















Mainland

 
/ˈmānlənd, -ˌland/





I.
 
the largest island in the Orkney Islands.




II.
 
the largest island in the Shetland Islands.









main line

 
/ˈmān ˈˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chief railroad line


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a main-line station.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a chief road or street.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a principal vein as a site for a drug injection.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 inject (a drug) intravenously




•
 
Mariella mainlines cocaine five to seven times a day.














III.
 
derivatives





mainliner

 
/ˈmānˌlīnər /






noun





















Main Line






a popular name for a series of affluent suburbs west of Philadelphia in Pennsylvania, along the old Pennsylvania Railroad main line.









mainly

 
/ˈmānlē/






adverb



1.
 
more than anything else




•
 
he is mainly concerned with fiction.










2.
 
for the most part




•
 
the west will be mainly dry.



















main man

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a close and trusted male friend.














mainmast

 
/ˈmānmast/






noun




the principal mast of a ship, typically the second mast in a sailing ship of three or more masts.













mainplane

 
/ˈmānplān/






noun




a principal supporting surface of an aircraft (typically a wing), as opposed to a horizontal stabilizer.














mainsail

 
/ˈmānsəl ˈmānˌsāl/






noun



1.
 
the principal sail of a ship, especially the lowest sail on the mainmast in a square-rigged vessel.




2.
 
the sail set on the after side of the mainmast in a fore-and-aft-rigged vessel.













main sequence






noun






[Astronomy]

 a series of star types to which most stars belong, represented on a Hertzsprung–Russell diagram as a continuous band extending from the upper left (hot, bright stars) to the lower right (cool, dim stars).













mainsheet

 
/ˈmānˌSHēt/






noun




a sheet used for controlling the mainsail of a sailing vessel.













mainspring

 
/ˈmānˌspriNG/






noun



1.
 
the principal spring in a watch, clock, or other mechanism.




2.
 
something that plays a principal part in motivating or maintaining a movement, process, or activity




•
 
innovation is the mainspring of the new economy.



















mainstay

 
/ˈmānˌstā/






noun



1.
 
a stay that extends from the maintop to the foot of the foremast of a sailing ship.




2.
 
a thing on which something else is based or depends




•
 
farming is the mainstay of the rural economy.



















main storage






noun






[Computing]

 the total memory available to executing programs, equivalent to RAM on modern computers.














mainstream

 
/ˈmānˌstrēm/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the mainstream

 )


1.
 
the ideas, attitudes, or activities that are regarded as normal or conventional; the dominant trend in opinion, fashion, or the arts




•
 
companies that are bringing computers to the mainstream of American life.










2.
 
(also 
mainstream jazz

 )
 — jazz that is neither traditional nor modern, based on the 1930s swing style and consisting especially of solo improvisation on chord sequences.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to or characteristic of the mainstream




•
 
mainstream politics




•
 
a mixture of mainstream and avant-garde artists.










2.
 
(of a school or class) for students without special needs




•
 
children with minor handicaps would be able to attend mainstream schools.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (something) into the mainstream




•
 
vegetarianism has been mainstreamed.










2.
 
place (a student with special needs) into a mainstream class or school




•
 
the goal is to have the child mainstreamed into a regular classroom.



















mainstream media






noun

 — (
the mainstream media

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
traditional forms of mass communication, such as newspapers, television, and radio (as opposed to the Internet), regarded collectively




•
 
the mainstream media doesn't always cover these issues.



















main street

 
/ˈmān ˌstrēt/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the principal street of a town, traditionally the site of shops, banks, and other businesses




•
 
the money you save on a car can offset some of the higher prices on Main Street.










2.
 
(
Main Street

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(US)

 used in reference to the materialism, mediocrity, or parochialism regarded as typical of small-town life.

[from the title of a novel (1920) by Sinclair Lewis.]














maintain

 
/mānˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or enable (a condition or state of affairs) to continue




•
 
the need to maintain close links between industry and schools.










2.
 
keep (something) at the same level or rate




•
 
agricultural prices will have to be maintained.










3.
 
keep (a building, machine, or road) in good condition or in working order by checking or repairing it regularly.




4.
 
provide with necessities for life or existence




•
 
the allowance covers the basic costs of maintaining a child.










5.
 
keep (a military unit) supplied with equipment and other requirements.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 give one's support to; uphold




•
 
the king swears he will maintain the laws of God.










7.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — state something strongly to be the case; assert


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he has always maintained his innocence




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he had persistently maintained that he would not stand against his old friend




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“It was not an ideology at all,” she maintained.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maintainability

 
/ˌmānˌtānəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
maintainable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘practice (a good or bad action) habitually’): from Old French 
maintenir

 , from Latin 
manu tenere

 ‘hold in the hand.’





maintainer

 
/mānˈtānər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that maintains something, in particular computer software.




2.
 
(also 
maintainor

 )
 — 

[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a person guilty of aiding a party in a legal action without lawful cause.













maintenance

 
/ˈmānt(ə)nəns ˈmān(t)nəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of maintaining or preserving someone or something, or the state of being maintained




•
 
crucial conditions for the maintenance of democratic government.










2.
 
the process of keeping something in good condition




•
 
car maintenance




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
essential maintenance work.










3.
 
the provision of financial support for a person's living expenses, or the support so provided.




4.
 
alimony or child support.




5.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 the former offense of aiding a party in a legal action without lawful cause.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘aiding a party in a legal action without lawful cause’): from Old French, from 
maintenir

 (see maintain
 ).





Maintenon, Marquise de

 
/ˌmant(ə)ˈnôN/






(1635–1719), mistress and later second wife of the French king Louis XIV; born 
Françoise d'Aubigné

 .









maintop

 
/ˈmāntäp/






noun




a platform around the head of the lower section of a sailing ship's mainmast.













main-topmast

 
/ˌmānˈtäpˌmast/






noun




the second section of a sailing ship's mainmast.













main verb






noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 the verb in a main clause.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 the head of a verb phrase, for example 
eat

 in 
might have been going to eat it

 .













Mainz

 
/mīn(t)s/






a city in western Germany, capital of Rhineland-Palatinate, situated at the confluence of the Rhine and Main rivers; pop. 196,400 (est. 2006).










maiolica

 
/məˈyäləkə/





I.
 
noun




fine earthenware with colored decoration on an opaque white tin glaze, originating in Italy during the Renaissance.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Italian, from 
Maiolica

 ‘Majorca.’





maisonette

 
/ˌmāzəˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a set of rooms for living in, typically on two stories of a larger building and with its own entrance from outside.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
maisonnette

 , diminutive of 
maison

 ‘house.’





mai tai

 
/ˈmī ˌtī/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail based on light rum,curaçao, and fruit juices.











– origin

 Polynesian.





Maithili

 
/ˈmīdəlē/





I.
 
noun




a Bihari language spoken in northern Bihar, elsewhere in India, and in Nepal.











– origin

 Sanskrit (as an adjective), from 
Mithilā

 , a place in northern Bihar.





maître d'hôtel

 
/ˌmātrə ˌdōˈtel /

 
maître d'





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the person in a restaurant who oversees the waitpersons and busboys, and who typically handles reservations.




2.
 
the manager of a hotel.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: French, literally ‘master of (the) house.’





Maitreya

 
/mīˈtrāə /

 

‹Buddhism›






I.
 
the Buddha who will appear in the future.







– origin

 Sanskrit, from 
mitra

 ‘friend or friendship.’





maize

 
/māz/





I.
 
noun




technical or chiefly British term for corn
 1
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
maíz

 , from Taino 
mahiz

 .





Maj.

 
//






abbreviation




Major.













majestic

 
/məˈjestik/






adjective




having or showing impressive beauty or dignity




•
 
watching majestic eagles soar along the Mississippi.



















majestically

 
/məˈjestək(ə)lē/






adverb




with impressive beauty or scale




•
 
the steep slopes of the valley floor rise majestically skywards.



















majesty

 
/ˈmajəstē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
impressive stateliness, dignity, or beauty




•
 
experience the majesty of the Rockies.










2.
 
royal power




•
 
the majesty of the royal household.










3.
 
(
His

 , 
Your

 , etc., 
Majesty

 )
 — a title given to a sovereign or a sovereign's wife or widow




•
 
Her Majesty the Queen.










4.
 
(
Her

 or 
His Majesty's

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 used in the title of several state institutions




•
 
Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Schools.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘greatness of God’): from Old French 
majeste

 , from Latin 
majestas

 , from a variant of 
majus

 , 
major-

 (see major
 ).





Maj. Gen.






abbreviation




Major General.













majlis

 
/ˈmajlis, majˈlis/





I.
 
noun




the parliament of various North African and Middle Eastern countries, especially Iran.











– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘assembly.’





majolica

 
/məˈjäləkə/





I.
 
noun




a kind of earthenware made in imitation of Italian maiolica, especially in England during the 19th century.











– origin

 variant of maiolica
 .






major

 
/ˈmājər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — important, serious, or significant




•
 
the use of drugs is a major problem.










2.
 
greater or more important; main




•
 
he got the major share of the spoils.










3.
 
(of a surgical operation) serious or life-threatening




•
 
he had to undergo major surgery.










4.
 


[Music]

 (of a scale) having an interval of a semitone between the third and fourth degrees and the seventh and eighth degrees.

Contrasted with minor
 .




5.
 
(of an interval) equivalent to that between the tonic and another note of a major scale, and greater by a semitone than the corresponding minor interval.




6.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — (of a key) based on a major scale, tending to produce a bright or joyful effect




•
 
Prelude in G Major.










7.
 


[Logic]

 (of a term) occurring as the predicate in the conclusion of a categorical syllogism.




8.
 
(of a premise) containing the major term in a categorical syllogism.




9.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 (appended to a surname in some schools) indicating the elder of two brothers.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an army officer of high rank, in particular (in the US Army, Air Force, and Marine Corps) an officer ranking above captain and below lieutenant colonel.

[Shortening of sergeant major
 , formerly a high rank.]




2.
 


[Music]

 a major key, interval, or scale.




3.
 
(
Major

 )
 — 

[Bell-ringing]

 a system of change-ringing using eight bells.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a student's principal subject or course of study.




5.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a student specializing in a specified subject




•
 
a math major.










6.
 
a major world organization, company, or competition




•
 
it's not unreasonable to believe someone can win all four majors.










7.
 
(
the majors

 )
 — the major leagues.




8.
 
a person of full legal age.




9.
 


[Logic]

 a major term or premise.




10.
 


[Bridge]

 short for major suit
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
major in

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 specialize in (a particular subject) at a college or university




•
 
I was trying to decide if I should major in drama or English.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, comparative of 
magnus

 ‘great’; perhaps influenced by French 
majeur

 .





Major, Sir John

 
/ˈmājər/






(1943–), British Conservative statesman; prime minister 1990–97. His premiership saw the negotiations leading to the Maastricht Treaty and progress toward peace in Northern Ireland.









major axis






noun






[Geometry]

 the longer axis of an ellipse, passing through its foci.














Majorca

 
/məˈyôrkə/






the largest of the Balearic Islands; pop. 614,000; capital, Palma.

Spanish name Mallorca
 .









Majorcan

 
/məˈyôrk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the island of Majorca, the largest of the Balearic Islands




•
 
a Majorcan paradise.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the island of Majorca, the largest of the Balearic Islands




•
 
the bay is popular with the Majorcans in summer.



















major-domo

 
/ˌmājərˈdōmō/





I.
 
noun




the chief steward of a large household.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Spanish and Italian from medieval Latin 
major domus

 ‘highest official of the household.’





majorette

 
/ˌmājəˈret/






noun




short for drum majorette
 .













major general

 
/ˈˌmājər ˈjen(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun




an officer in the US Army, Air Force, and Marine Corps ranking above brigadier general and below lieutenant general.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: shortening of 
sergeant major general

 .





major histocompatibility complex

 
MHC






noun




a genetic system that allows large proteins in immune system cells to identify compatible or foreign proteins. It allows the matching of potential organ or bone marrow donors with recipients.













majoritarian

 
/mə, jôriˈte(ə)rēən, -ˌjär-/





I.
 
adjective




governed by or believing in decision by a majority.








II.
 
noun




a person who is governed by or believes in decision by a majority.








III.
 
derivatives





majoritarianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















majority

 
/məˈjôrədē məˈjärədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the greater number




•
 
in 
the majority of

 cases all will go smoothly




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
it was a majority decision.










2.
 


(US)

 the number by which votes for one candidate in an election are more than those for all other candidates combined.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 the number by which the votes for one party or candidate exceed those of the next in rank.




4.
 
a party or group receiving the greater number of votes.




5.
 
the age when a person is legally considered a full adult, in most contexts either 18 or 21.




6.
 
the rank or office of a major.








II.
 
phrases





be in the majority






belong to or constitute the larger group or number




•
 
publishing houses where women are in the majority.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting superiority): from French 
majorité

 , from medieval Latin 
majoritas

 , from Latin 
major

 (see major
 ). / 
usage:

 
1

 Strictly speaking, 
majority

 should be used with countable nouns to mean ‘the greater number’: the majority of cases. The use of 
majority

 with uncountable nouns to mean ‘the greatest part’ (I spent the majority of the day reading), although common in informal contexts, is not considered good standard English. 
2

 
Majority

 means more than half: fifty-one out of a hundred is a majority. A 
plurality

 is the largest number among three or more. Consider the following scenarios: If Anne received 50 votes, Barry received 30, and Carlos received 20, then Anne received a 
plurality

 , and no candidate won a 
majority

 . If Anne got 35 votes, Barry 14, and Carlos 51, then Carlos won both the 
plurality

 and the 
majority

 .





majority leader






noun




the head of the majority party in a legislative body, especially the US Senate or House of Representatives.













majority rule






noun




the principle that the greater number should exercise greater power.













major league

 
/ˈˌmājər ˈlēɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the highest-ranking league in a particular professional sport, especially baseball




•
 
my dream of pitching in the major leagues




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
future major-league ballplayers.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the highest attainable level in any endeavor or activity


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
many of the nation's service companies are major-league corporations.














II.
 
derivatives





major-leaguer






noun





















majorly

 
/ˈmājərlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 very; extremely




•
 
I'm majorly depressed.



















major medical






noun




insurance designed to cover medical expenses due to severe or prolonged illness by paying all or most of the bills above a set amount.













major piece






noun






[Chess]

 a rook or queen.














major planet






noun




any of the eight planets of the solar system, as distinct from an asteroid or smaller body.













major prophet






noun




any of the prophets after whom the longer prophetic books of the Bible are named; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or Daniel.














major suit





I.
 
noun






[Bridge]

 spades or hearts.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: so named because of their higher scoring value.





major tranquilizer






noun




a tranquilizer of the kind used to treat psychotic states.













majuscule

 
/ˈmajəsˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
large lettering, either capital or uncial, in which all the letters are usually the same height.




2.
 
a large letter.








II.
 
derivatives





majuscular

 
/məˈjəskyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
majuscula (littera

 ) ‘somewhat greater (letter).’





Makarios III

 
/məˈkarēəs, -ˌōs, mäˈkärēˌôs/






(1913–77), Greek Cypriot archbishop and statesman; first president of the republic of Cyprus 1960–77; born 
Mikhail Christodolou Mouskos

 . He reorganized the movement for enosis (union of Cyprus with Greece) and was exiled 1956–59 by the British for allegedly supporting terrorism.









Makasarese

 
/məˌkasəˈrēz /

 
Makassarese





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Makassar (now Ujung Pandang) in Indonesia.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of the Makasarese.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Makasarese or their language.














Makassar

 
/məˈkasər /

 
Macassar
 , Makasar






former name (until 1973) for Ujung Pandang
 .









Makassar Strait

 
/məˌkasər ˈstrāt/






a stretch of water that separates the islands of Borneo and Sulawesi and links the Celebes Sea in the north with the Java Sea in the south.










make

 
/māk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (something) by putting parts together or combining substances; construct; create




•
 
my grandmother made a dress for me




•
 
the body is 
made from

 four pieces of maple




•
 
baseball bats are 
made of

 ash.










2.
 
(
make something into

 )
 — alter something so that it forms or constitutes (something else)




•
 
buffalo's milk can be made into cheese.










3.
 
compose, prepare, or draw up (something written or abstract)




•
 
she made her will.










4.
 
prepare (a dish, drink, or meal) for consumption




•
 
she was making lunch for Lucy and Francis




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I'll make us both a cup of tea.










5.
 
arrange bedclothes tidily on (a bed) ready for use.




6.
 
arrange and light materials for (a fire).




7.
 


[Electronics]

 complete or close (a circuit).




8.
 
cause (something) to exist or come about; bring about




•
 
the drips had made a pool on the floor.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 or 
infinitive

 ]
 — cause to become or seem




•
 
decorative features make brickwork more interesting




•
 
the best way to disarm your critics is to make them laugh.










10.
 
carry out, perform, or produce (a specified action, movement, or sound)




•
 
Unger made a speech of forty minutes




•
 
anyone can make a mistake




•
 
we made a deal.










11.
 
communicate or express (an idea, request, or requirement)




•
 
I tend to 
make

 heavy 
demands on

 people




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
make him an offer he can't refuse.










12.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 enter into a contract of (marriage)




•
 
a marriage made in heaven.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — appoint or designate (someone) to a position




•
 
he was made a colonel in the Mexican army.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — represent or cause to appear in a specified way




•
 
the sale price and extended warranty make it an excellent value.










15.
 
cause or ensure the success or advancement of




•
 
the work which really made Wordsworth's reputation.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — compel (someone) to do something




•
 
she bought me a brandy and made me drink it.










17.
 
constitute; amount to




•
 
they made an unusual duo.










18.
 
serve as or become through development or adaptation




•
 
this fern makes a good houseplant.










19.
 
consider to be; estimate as




•
 
How many are there? I 
make it

 sixteen.










20.
 
agree or decide on (a specified arrangement), typically one concerning a time or place




•
 
let's 
make it

 7:30.










21.
 
gain or earn (money or profit)




•
 
he'd made a lot of money out of hardware.










22.
 
arrive at (a place) within a specified time or in time for (a train or other transport)




•
 
we've got a lot to do if you're going to make the shuttle




•
 
they didn't always 
make it

 on time.










23.
 
(
make it

 )
 — succeed in something; become successful




•
 
he waited confidently for his band to make it.










24.
 
achieve a place in




•
 
these dogs seldom make the news




•
 
they 
made it to

 the semifinals.










25.
 
achieve the rank of




•
 
he wasn't going to make captain.










26.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go or prepare to go in a particular direction




•
 
he struggled to his feet and 
made toward

 the car.










27.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — act as if one is about to perform an action




•
 
she 
made as if to

 leave the room.










28.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 induce (someone) to have sexual intercourse with one




•
 
he had been trying to make Cynthia for two years now




•
 
his alleged quest to 
make it with

 the world's most attractive women.










29.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar games) win (a trick).




30.
 
win a trick with (a card).




31.
 
win the number of tricks that fulfills (a contract).




32.
 
shuffle (a pack of cards) for dealing.




33.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the tide) begin to flow or ebb.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the manufacturer or trade name of a particular product




•
 
the make, model, and year of his car.










2.
 
the structure or composition of something.




3.
 
the making of electrical contact.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be made of money






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be very rich.









2.
 
have (got) it made








‹informal›

 be in a position where success is certain




•
 
because your dad's a manager, he's got it made.















3.
 
make a day (or night) of it






devote a whole day (or night) to an activity, especially an enjoyable one.









4.
 
make someone's day






make an otherwise ordinary or dull day pleasingly memorable for someone.









5.
 
make do






manage with the limited or inadequate means available




•
 
Dad would have to 
make do with

 an old car.















6.
 
make like








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 pretend to be; imitate




•
 
tell the whole group to make like a bird by putting their arms out.















7.
 
make or break






be the factor that decides whether (something) will succeed or fail.









8.
 
make sail





a.
 


[Sailing]

 spread a sail or sails.




b.
 
start a voyage.









9.
 
make time





a.
 
find an occasion when time is available to do something




•
 
the nurse should make time to talk to the patient.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make sexual advances to someone




•
 
I couldn't 
make time with

 Marilyn because she was already a senior.















10.
 
make up one's mind






make a decision; decide




•
 
he made up his mind to attend the meeting.















11.
 
make way





a.
 
allow room for someone or something else




•
 
the land is due to be bulldozed to 
make way for

 a parking garage.










b.
 


[chiefly Nautical]

 make progress; travel.









12.
 
on the make





a.
 


‹informal›

 intent on gain, typically in an unscrupulous way.




b.
 
looking for a sexual partner.









13.
 
put the make on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make sexual advances to (someone).












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
make after








‹archaic›

 pursue (someone).









2.
 
make away






another way of saying make off
 .









3.
 
make away with






b.
 
kill (someone) furtively and illicitly




•
 
for all we know she could have been made away with.















4.
 
make for





a.
 
move or head toward (a place)




•
 
I made for the life raft and hung on for dear life.










b.
 
approach (someone) to attack them.




c.
 
tend to result in or be received as (a particular thing)




•
 
job descriptions never make for exciting reading.










d.
 
(
be made for

 )
 — be eminently suited for (a particular function)




•
 
a man made for action.










e.
 
form an ideal partnership; be ideally suited




•
 
you two were just 
made for each other

 .















5.
 
make something of





a.
 
give or ascribe a specified amount of attention or importance to




•
 
oddly, he 
makes little of

 America's low investment rates.










b.
 
understand or derive advantage from




•
 
they stared at the stone but could 
make nothing of

 it.










c.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — conclude to be the meaning or character of




•
 
he wasn't sure what to make of Russell.















6.
 
make off






leave hurriedly, especially in order to avoid duty or punishment




•
 
they made off without paying.















7.
 
make off with






carry (something) away illicitly




•
 
burglars made off with all their wedding presents.















8.
 
make out

 

‹informal›






a.
 
make progress; fare




•
 
how are you making out, now that the summer's over?










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 engage in sexual activity




•
 
Ernie was 
making out with

 Bernice.















9.
 
make someone/something out





a.
 
manage with some difficulty to see or hear something




•
 
in the dim light it was difficult to make out the illustration.










b.
 
understand the character or motivation of someone




•
 
I can't make her out—she's so inconsistent.










c.
 
[with 
infinitive

 or 
clause

 ]
 — assert; represent




•
 
I'm not as bad as I'm 
made out to be

 .










d.
 
try to give a specified impression; pretend




•
 
he made out he was leaving.










e.
 
draw up or write out a list or document, especially an official one




•
 
advice about making out a will




•
 
send a check 
made out to

 Trinity College.















10.
 
make something over





a.
 
transfer the possession of something to someone




•
 
if he dies childless he is to make over his share of the estate to his brother.










b.
 
completely transform or remodel something, especially a person's hairstyle, makeup, or clothes.









11.
 
make up






be reconciled after a quarrel




•
 
let's kiss and make up.















12.
 
make someone up






apply cosmetics to oneself or another.









13.
 
make something up





a.
 
(also 
make up for

 )
 — serve or act to compensate for something lost, missed, or deficient




•
 
I'll make up the time tomorrow.










b.
 
(
make it up to

 )
 — compensate someone for negligent or unfair treatment




•
 
I'll try to make it up to you in the future.










c.
 
(
make up

 )
 — (of parts) compose or constitute (a whole)




•
 
women make up 56 percent of the student body




•
 
the team is made up of three women and two men.










d.
 
complete an amount or group




•
 
he brought along a girl to make up a foursome.










e.
 
put together or prepare something from parts or ingredients




•
 
make up the mortar to a consistency that can be molded in the hands.










f.
 
get an amount or group together




•
 
he was trying to make up a party to go dancing.










g.
 
prepare a bed for use with fresh bedclothes.




h.
 


[Printing]

 arrange type and illustrations into pages or arrange the type and illustrations on a page.




i.
 
concoct or invent a story, lie, or plan




•
 
she enjoyed making up tall tales.















14.
 
make up to








‹informal›

 attempt to win the favor of (someone) by being pleasant




•
 
you can't go on about morals when you're making up to Adam like that.















15.
 
make with








(US)

 
‹informal›

 proceed to use or supply




•
 
make with the feet, honey—we're late.


















V.
 
derivatives





makeable

 
/-əbəl /

 
makable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
macian

 , from a base meaning ‘fitting’; related to match
 1
 .





make-and-break

 
/ˌmākənˈbrāk/






noun




a switch or other device in which electrical contact is automatically made and broken.













make-believe

 
/ˈmākbəˌlēv/





I.
 
noun




the action of pretending or imagining, typically that things are better than they really are




•
 
she's living in a world of make-believe.














II.
 
adjective




imitating something real; pretend




•
 
he was firing a make-believe gun at the spy planes.














III.
 
verb




pretend; imagine


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
Brenda rode along, make-believing she was a knight riding to the rescue.



















make-do

 
/ˌmākˈdo͞o/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
makeshift, ad hoc, or temporary




•
 
his make-do clothes and borrowed tie.



















makeover

 
/ˈmākˌōvər/






noun




a complete transformation or remodeling of something, especially a person's hairstyle, makeup, or clothes.














maker

 
/ˈmākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that makes or produces something




•
 
a cabinetmaker.










2.
 
(
our

 , 
the

 , etc., 
Maker

 )
 — God; the Creator.








II.
 
phrases





meet one's Maker








‹chiefly humorous›

 die.

















makeready

 
/ˈmākˌredē/






noun




(in letterpress printing) final adjustment of a form for printing, with overlays and underlays to achieve the correct pressure over the whole printing area.













makeshift

 
/ˈmākˌSHift/





I.
 
adjective




serving as a temporary substitute; sufficient for the time being




•
 
arranging a row of chairs to form a makeshift bed.














II.
 
noun




a temporary substitute or device.













makeup

 
/ˈmākˌəp/






noun



1.
 
cosmetics such as lipstick or powder applied to the face, used to enhance or alter the appearance.




2.
 
the composition or constitution of something




•
 
studying the makeup of ocean sediments.










3.
 
the combination of qualities that form a person's temperament




•
 
a nastiness that had long been in his makeup.










4.
 


[Printing]

 the arrangement of type, illustrations, etc., on a printed page




•
 
page makeup.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a supplementary test or assignment given to a student who missed or failed the original one


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Tony has a makeup exam.



















makeweight

 
/ˈmākˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
something put on a scale to make up the required weight.




2.
 
an extra person or thing that is only added or included in order to complete something




•
 
use it for casserole toppings or makeweight in meatloaf




•
 
this suggestion was thrown in as a makeweight.



















make-work

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




denoting an activity that serves mainly to keep someone busy and is of little value in itself




•
 
a make-work scheme for lawyers.














II.
 
noun




work or activity of little value that serves to keep someone busy.














Makhachkala

 
/məˌkäCHkəˈlä/






a port in southwestern Russia, on the Caspian Sea, capital of the autonomous republic of Dagestan; pop. 464,200 (est. 2008).

Former name (until 1922) Port Petrovsk
 .









Makhpiya-luta

 
/ˌmäKHpēäˈlo͞otä/






see Red Cloud
 .









maki

 
/ˈmäkē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish consisting of sushi and raw vegetables wrapped in seaweed




•
 
I stopped in for a quick dinner of fresh and delicious spicy tuna maki.

















– origin

 from Japanese 
makizushi

 , from 
maki-

 (combining form of 
maku

 ‘roll up’) + 
-zushi

 (combining form of sushi
 ).





making

 
/ˈmākiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of making or producing something




•
 
the making of videos




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
glassmaking.










2.
 
(
makings

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 money made; earnings or profit.




3.
 
(
makings

 )
 — essential qualities or ingredients needed for something




•
 
a film with all the makings of a cinematic success.










4.
 
(
makings

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 paper and tobacco for rolling a cigarette.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be the making of someone






ensure someone's success or favorable development




•
 
this place has been the making of me in many ways.















2.
 
in the making






in the process of developing or being made




•
 
a campaign that's been two years in the making.















3.
 
of one's (own) making






(of a difficulty) caused by oneself.


















Makkah

 
/ˈmak(k)ə, -kä/






Arabic name for Mecca
 .









mako

 
/ˈmākō, ˈmäkō /

 
mako shark





I.
 
noun




a large fast-moving oceanic shark with a deep blue back and white underparts.

[Genus 
Isurus

 , family 
Lamnidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.





Makonde

 
/məˈkändā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting southern Tanzania and northeastern Mozambique.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Makonde.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Makonde or their language.











– origin

 the name in Makonde.





Maksutov telescope

 
/ˈmäksəˌtôv, mäkˈso͞otˌôv/





I.
 
noun




a type of catadioptric telescope having a deeply curved meniscus lens and a spheroidal primary mirror. A secondary mirror on the back of the lens brings the light to a focus just behind a hole in the primary mirror.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after Dmitri D. 
Maksutov

 (1896–1964), Soviet astronomer.





Makua

 
/ˈmako͞oə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting the border regions of Mozambique, Malawi, and Tanzania.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Makua.











– origin

 a local name.





makuta

 
/məˈko͞odə/






plural form of likuta
 .









Mal.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Malachi.














mal-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
in an unpleasant degree




•
 
malodorous.










2.
 
in a faulty manner




•
 
malfunction.










3.
 
in an improper manner




•
 
malpractice.










4.
 
in an inadequate manner




•
 
malnourishment.










5.
 
not




•
 
maladroit.

















– origin

 from French 
mal

 , from Latin 
male

 ‘badly.’





Malabar Coast

 
/ˌmaləbär ˈkōst/





I.
 
the southern part of the western coast of India, including the coastal region of Karnataka and most of the state of Kerala.







– origin

 
Malabar

 from 
Malabars

 , the name of an ancient Dravidian people.





Malabo

 
/məˈläˌbō/






the capital of Equatorial Guinea, on the island of Bioko; pop. 96,000 (est. 2007).









malabsorption

 
/ˌmaləbˈsôrpSHən/






noun




imperfect absorption of food material by the small intestine.













malacca

 
/məˈläkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
brown cane that is widely used for walking sticks and umbrella handles.

[The cane is obtained from the stem of a Malaysian climbing palm (
Calamus scipionum

 , family 
Palmae

 ).]




2.
 
a walking stick of malacca cane.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the place name Malacca.





Malacca, Strait of

 
/məˈläkə, -ˈlakə/






the channel between the Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian island of Sumatra, an important sea passage linking the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea. The ports of Melaka and Singapore lie on this strait.









Malachi

 
/ˈmaləˌkī/





I.
 
a book of the Bible belonging to a period before Ezra and Nehemiah.







– origin

 from Hebrew 
mal'āḵī

 , literally ‘my messenger’; 
Malachi

 is probably not a personal name, though often taken as such.





malachite

 
/ˈmaləˌkīt/





I.
 
noun




a bright green mineral consisting of copper hydroxyl carbonate. It typically occurs in masses and fibrous aggregates with azurite and is capable of taking a high polish.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
melochite

 , via Latin from Greek 
molokhitis

 , from 
molokhē

 , variant of 
malakhē

 ‘mallow.’






malaco-





I.
 
combining form




soft




•
 
malacostracan.

















– origin

 from Greek 
malakos

 ‘soft.’






malacology

 
/ˌmaləˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology that deals with mollusks.

Compare with conchology
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
malacological

 
/-kəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
malacologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Malacostraca

 
/ˌmaləˈkästrəkə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large class of crustaceans that includes crabs, shrimps, lobsters, isopods, and amphipods. They have compound eyes, which are typically on stalks.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from malaco-
 ‘soft’ + Greek 
ostrakon

 ‘shell.’





malacostracan

 
/ˌmaləˈkästrəkən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a crustacean of the large class 
Malacostraca

 , such as a crab, shrimp, or lobster.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting malacostracans.













maladaptive

 
/ˌmaləˈdaptiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 not providing adequate or appropriate adjustment to the environment or situation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maladaptation

 
/-ˌadəpˈtāSHən, -ˌadˌap- /






noun













2.
 
maladapted

 
/-ˈdaptəd /






adjective





















maladjusted

 
/ˌmaləˈjəstəd/





I.
 
adjective




failing or unable to cope with the demands of a normal social environment




•
 
maladjusted behavior.














II.
 
derivatives





maladjustment

 
/ˌmaləˈjəs(t)mənt /






noun





















maladminister

 
/ˌmalˌadˈministər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 manage or administer inefficiently, badly, or dishonestly.













maladministration

 
/ˌmalədˌminəˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun






‹formal›

 inefficient or dishonest administration; mismanagement




•
 
I found no maladministration in the committee's actions.



















maladroit

 
/ˌmaləˈdroit/





I.
 
adjective




ineffective or bungling; clumsy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maladroitly

 
/ˌmaləˈdroitlē /






adverb













2.
 
maladroitness

 
/ˌmaləˈdroitnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French.





malady

 
/ˈmalədē/





I.
 
noun




a disease or ailment




•
 
an incurable malady




•
 


‹figurative›

 the nation's maladies.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
maladie

 , from 
malade

 ‘sick,’ based on Latin 
male

 ‘ill’ + 
habitus

 ‘having (as a condition).’





mala fide

 
/ˌmalə ˈfīdē, fīdə/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[chiefly Law]

 in bad faith; with intent to deceive


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a mala fide abuse of position.

















– origin

 Latin, ablative of mala fides
 .






mala fides

 
/ˌmalə ˈfīdēz, ˈfēˌdāz/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Law]

 bad faith; intent to deceive.











– origin

 Latin.





Malaga1


 
/ˈmäləɡə/






a seaport on the Andalusian coast of southern Spain; pop. 566,447 (2008). Spanish name 
Málaga

 .









Malaga2


 
/ˈmaləɡə/






noun




a sweet fortified wine from Malaga.













Malagasy

 
/ˌmaləˈɡasē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Madagascar.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of Madagascar.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Madagascar or its people or language.











– origin

 variant of Madagascar
 ; earlier forms included 
Malegass

 , 
Madegass

 , because of dialect division between the sounds 
-l-

 and 
-d-

 .





Malagasy Republic






former name (1960–75) for Madagascar
 .









malagueña

 
/ˌmäləˈɡ(w)ānyə, ˌmal-/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish dance similar to the fandango.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish.






malaguetta

 
/ˌmaləˈɡedə /

 
malaguetta pepper





I.
 
noun




another term for grains of paradise
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from French 
malaguette

 , perhaps based on a diminutive of Italian 
melica

 ‘millet.’





malaise

 
/məˈlāz/





I.
 
noun




a general feeling of discomfort, illness, or uneasiness whose exact cause is difficult to identify




•
 
a society afflicted by a deep cultural malaise




•
 
a general air of malaise.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
mal

 ‘bad’ (from Latin 
malus

 ) + 
aise

 ‘ease.’





Malamud, Bernard

 
/ˈmaləməd/






(1914–86), US novelist and short-story writer. Notable works: 
The Natural

 (1952; movie version: 1984), 
The Fixer

 (1967), 
Dubin's Lives

 (1979), and 
Stories of Bernard Malamud

 (1983).









malanga

 
/məˈlaNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




see yautia
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from American Spanish, probably from Kikongo, plural of 
elanga

 ‘water lily.’





malapert

 
/ˈmaləpərt /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective




boldly disrespectful to a person of higher standing.








II.
 
noun




an impudent person.











– origin

 Middle English: from mal-
 ‘improperly’ + archaic 
apert

 ‘insolent.’





malaprop

 
/ˈmaləˌpräp /

 
malapropism





I.
 
noun




the mistaken use of a word in place of a similar-sounding one, often with unintentionally amusing effect, as in, for example, “dance a 
flamingo

 ” (instead of 
flamenco

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of the character Mrs. 
Malaprop

 in Sheridan's play 
The Rivals

 (1775) + -ism
 .





malapropos

 
/ˌmalˌaprəˈpō /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adverb




inopportunely; inappropriately.








II.
 
adjective




inopportune; inappropriate




•
 
these terms applied to him seem to me malapropos.














III.
 
noun




something inappropriately said or done.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
mal à propos

 , from 
mal

 ‘ill’ + 
à

 ‘to’ + 
propos

 ‘purpose.’





malar

 
/ˈmālər/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 of or relating to the cheek




•
 
a slight malar flush.














II.
 
noun




another term for zygomatic bone
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
malaris

 , from Latin 
mala

 ‘jaw.’





Mälaren

 
/ˈmāˌlärən/






a lake in southeastern Sweden, extending inland from the Baltic Sea. The city of Stockholm is situated at its outlet.










malaria

 
/məˈlerēə/





I.
 
noun




an intermittent and remittent fever caused by a protozoan parasite that invades the red blood cells. The parasite is transmitted by mosquitoes in many tropical and subtropical regions.

[The parasite belongs to the genus 
Plasmodium

 (phylum 
Sporozoa

 ) and is transmitted by female mosquitoes of the genus 
Anopheles

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
malarial

 
/məˈlerēəl /






adjective













2.
 
malarian

 
/-ēən /






adjective













3.
 
malarious

 
/-ēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, from 
mal'aria

 , contracted form of 
mala aria

 ‘bad air.’ The term originally denoted the unwholesome atmosphere caused by the exhalations of marshes, to which the disease was formerly attributed.





malarkey

 
/məˈlärkē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 meaningless talk; nonsense




•
 
don't give me that malarkey.

















– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





malathion

 
/ˌmaləˈTHīän/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic organophosphorus compound that is used as an insecticide and is relatively harmless to plants and other animals.











– origin

 1950s: from (
diethyl) mal(eate

 ) (see maleic acid
 ) + thio-
 + -on
 .






Malawi

 
/məˈläwē/







1.
 
a landlocked country in southern central Africa, in the Great Rift Valley, on the western shore of Lake Nyasa; pop. 15,028,800 (est. 2009); capital, Lilongwe; official languages, English and Nyanja.





Malawi was a British protectorate called Nyasaland from 1891 and was a part of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland from 1891 until 1963. It became an independent Commonwealth state under Hastings Banda in 1964 and a republic in 1966.










Malawi, Lake






another name for Lake Nyasa (see Nyasa, Lake
 ).









Malawian

 
/məˈläwēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Malawi or its inhabitants




•
 
a Malawian farmer practicing organic farming.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Malawi




•
 
the money will be spent on a series of small projects led by local Malawians.




















Malay

 
/məˈlā ˈmāˌlā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting Malaysia and Indonesia.




2.
 
a person of Malay descent.




3.
 
the Austronesian language of the Malays, closely related to Indonesian, that is the official language of Malaysia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Malays or their language.











– origin

 from Malay 
Malayu

 (now 
Melayu

 ).





Malaya

 
/məˈlāə/






a former country in Southeast Asia that consists of the southern part of the Malay Peninsula and some adjacent islands (originally including Singapore) and that now forms the western part of the federation of Malaysia and is known as West Malaysia. The area was colonized by the Dutch, Portuguese, and the British, who eventually dominated; the several Malay states federated under British control in 1896. The country became independent in 1957, and the federation expanded and became Malaysia in 1963.









Malayalam

 
/ˌmaləˈyäləm/





I.
 
noun




the Dravidian language of the Indian state of Kerala, closely related to Tamil.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Malayalam or its speakers.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malayalam, from 
mala

 (Tamil 
malai

 ) ‘mountain’ + 
āḷ

 ‘man.’





Malayan

 
/məˈlāən/





I.
 
noun




another term for Malay
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Malays, the Malay language, or Malaya (now part of Malaysia).













Malay Archipelago






a very large group of islands, including Sumatra, Java, Borneo, the Philippines, and New Guinea, that lie between Southeast Asia and Australia. They constitute the bulk of the area formerly known as the East Indies.









Malayo-






combining form




Malay; Malay and …




•
 
Malayo-Polynesian.




















Malayo-Polynesian

 
/məˌlāō ˌpäləˈnēZHən/






noun




another term for Austronesian
 .













Malay Peninsula






a peninsula in Southeast Asia that separates the Indian Ocean from the South China Sea. It extends approximately 700 miles (1,100 km) south from the Isthmus of Kra and comprises the southern part of Thailand and all of Malaya (West Malaysia).









Malaysia

 
/məˈlāZHə/







1.
 
a country in Southeast Asia; pop. 25,715,800 (est. 2009); capital, Kuala Lumpur; languages, Malay (official), English, Tamil, Chinese dialects.





Malaysia is a federation that consists of 
East Malaysia

 (the northern part of Borneo, including Sabah and Sarawak) and 
West Malaysia

 (the southern part of the Malay Peninsula, formerly Malaya). The two parts of Malaysia are separated from each other by 400 miles (650 km) of the South China Sea. Malaysia was federated as an independent Commonwealth of Nations state in 1963; Singapore, briefly a part of the federation, withdrew in 1965.









Malaysian

 
/məˈlāZH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Malaysia or its people




•
 
I often eat at Malaysian restaurants




•
 
his mother is Malaysian.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Malaysia, or a person of Malaysian descent




•
 
a 24-year-old Malaysian studying at the University of Tennessee.




















Malcolm

 
/ˈmalkəm/





I.
 
the name of four kings of Scotland.




II.
 


Malcolm I

 (died 954), reigned 943–954.




III.
 


Malcolm II

 (
c.

 954–1034), reigned 1005–34.




IV.
 


Malcolm III

 (
c.

 1031–93), son of Duncan I; reigned 1058–93; known as 
Malcolm Canmore

 (from Gaelic 
Ceann-mor

 , great head). He came to the throne after killing Macbeth in battle (1057) and was responsible for helping to form Scotland into an organized kingdom.




V.
 


Malcolm IV

 (1141–65), grandson of David I; reigned 1153–65; known as 
Malcolm the Maiden

 . His reign witnessed a progressive loss of power to Henry II of England.









Malcolm X

 
/ˌmalkəm ˈeks/






(1925–65), US political activist; born 
Malcolm Little

 . He joined the Nation of Islam in 1946 and became a vigorous campaigner for black rights, initially advocating the use of violence. In 1964, he converted to orthodox Islam and moderated his views on black separatism; he was assassinated the following year.









malcontent

 
/ˌmalkənˈtent ˈmalkənˌtent/





I.
 
noun




a person who is dissatisfied and rebellious.








II.
 
adjective




dissatisfied and complaining or making trouble.








III.
 
derivatives





malcontented






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from 
mal

 ‘badly, ill’ + 
content

 ‘pleased.’





mal de mer

 
/ˌmal də ˈmer/





I.
 
noun




seasickness.











– origin

 French.





Malden

 
/ˈmôldən/






a city in eastern Massachusetts, north of Boston; pop. 55,597 (est. 2008).









Malden, Karl






(1914–2009), US actor; born 
Mladen Sekulovich

 . He appeared in the movies 
A Streetcar Named Desire

 (1951) and 
On the Waterfront

 (1954) before starring in the television series 
The Streets of San Francisco

 (1972–77).









maldevelopment

 
/ˌmaldiˈveləpmənt/






noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 faulty or imperfect development.













maldistribution

 
/ˌmalˌdistrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




uneven distribution of something, especially when disadvantageous or unfair




•
 
the maldistribution of wealth.














II.
 
derivatives





maldistributed

 
/ˌmaldəˈstribyətəd /






adjective





















Maldives

 
/ˈmälˌdēvz /

 
Maldive Islands






I.

1.
 
a country that consists of a chain of coral islands in the Indian Ocean, southwest of Sri Lanka; pop. 396,300 (est. 2009); capital, Male; official language, Maldivian.





The islands were probably first settled from southern India and Sri Lanka, but later came under Arab influence. A British protectorate from 1887, the Maldives became independent within the Commonwealth of Nations under the rule of a sultan in 1965 and then as a republic in 1968.




II.
 
derivatives





Maldivian

 
/mälˈdivēən /






adjective, noun





















mal du siècle

 
/ˌmal də sēˈek(lə)/





I.
 
noun




world-weariness.











– origin

 French, literally ‘sickness of the century.’






male

 
/māl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or denoting the sex that produces small, typically motile gametes, especially spermatozoa, with which a female may be fertilized or inseminated to produce offspring




•
 
male children.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of men or male animals; masculine




•
 
male unemployment




•
 
a deep male voice.










3.
 
(of a plant or flower) bearing stamens but lacking functional pistils.




4.
 
(of parts of machinery, fittings, etc.) designed to enter, fill, or fit inside a corresponding female part.








II.
 
noun




a male person, plant, or animal




•
 
the audience consisted of adult males




•
 
the male of the species.














III.
 
derivatives





maleness

 
/ˈmālnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
masle

 , from Latin 
masculus

 , from 
mas

 ‘a male.’





Male

 
/ˈmälā/






the capital of the Maldives; pop. 111,000 (est. 2007).









male chauvinism

 
//





I.
 
noun




male prejudice against women; the belief that men are superior in terms of ability, intelligence, etc.




•
 
a bastion of male chauvinism.














II.
 
derivatives





male chauvinist






noun, adjective






















male chauvinist pig






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a man who believes that men are superior to women.













malediction

 
/ˌmaləˈdikSHən/





I.
 
noun




a magical word or phrase uttered with the intention of bringing about evil or destruction; a curse.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maledictive

 
/-ˈdiktiv /






adjective













2.
 
maledictory

 
/-ˈdiktərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
maledictio(n-)

 , from 
maledicere

 ‘speak evil of.’





malefactor

 
/ˈmaləˌfaktər/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a person who commits a crime or some other wrong.








II.
 
derivatives





malefaction

 
/ˌmaləˈfakSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
malefact-

 ‘done wrong,’ from the verb 
malefacere

 , from 
male

 ‘ill’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’





male fern






noun




a fern with brown scales on the stalks of the fronds, found in wooded areas of the northeastern US, but much more common in Eurasia.

[Genus 
Dryopteris

 , family 
Dryopteridaceae

 : several species, in particular 
D. filix-mas

 .]













malefic

 
/məˈlefik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 causing or capable of causing harm or destruction, especially by supernatural means.




2.
 


‹literary›

 
[Astrology]

 relating to the planets Saturn and Mars, traditionally considered to have an unfavorable influence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maleficence

 
/məˈlefəs(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
maleficent

 
/məˈlefəs(ə)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
maleficus

 , from 
male

 ‘ill’ + 
-ficus

 ‘doing.’





Malegaon

 
/ˌmäləˈɡoun/






a city in western India, in Maharashtra, northeast of Mumbai (Bombay); pop. 461,300 (est. 2009).










maleic acid

 
/məˈlēik, -ˈlā-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid made by distilling malic acid and used in making synthetic resins.

[Alternative name: 
cis

 -butenedioic acid; chem. formula: HOOCCHCHCOOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





maleate

 
/məˈlēˌāt, -ət /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
maleic

 from French 
maléique

 , alteration of 
malique

 (see malic acid
 ).





male menopause

 
/māl ˈmenəˌpôz/






noun




a stage in a middle-aged man's life supposedly corresponding to the menopause of a woman, associated with the loss of sexual potency and a crisis of confidence and identity (not in technical use).













male-oriented

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 male-orientated






adjective




biased toward, dominated by, or designed for men




•
 
male-oriented dramas




•
 
a very macho, male-oriented industry.



















Malesia

 
/məˈlēZHə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a phytogeographical region comprising Malaysia, Indonesia, New Guinea, the Philippines, and Brunei.




II.
 
derivatives





Malesian






adjective






















male-to-female





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting interaction or transfer between a male and a female




•
 
male-to-female aggression.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a person who is born male and subsequently adopts the identity or appearance of a female, especially one who has undergone gender reassignment




•
 
the male-to-female transgendered community.














II.
 
noun




a person who is born male and subsequently adopts the identity or appearance of a female, especially one who has undergone gender reassignment




•
 
people are becoming aware that transsexual doesn't only refer to male-to-females.



















Malevich, Kazimir

 
/məlˈyāviCH/






(1878–1935), Russian painter and designer; full name 
Kazimir Severinovich Malevich

 . In his abstract works he used only basic geometric shapes and a severely restricted range of color.









malevolence

 
/məˈlevələns/






noun




the state or condition of being malevolent




•
 
his eyes were glowing with malevolence.



















malevolent

 
/məˈlevələnt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a wish to do evil to others




•
 
the glint of dark, malevolent eyes




•
 
some malevolent force of nature.














II.
 
derivatives





malevolently

 
/məˈlevələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
malevolent-

 ‘wishing evil,’ from 
male

 ‘ill’ + 
volent-

 ‘wishing’ (from the verb 
velle

 ).





malfatti

 
/mälˈfädē/





I.
 
plural noun




dumplings or gnocchi made with spinach and ricotta.











– origin

 1980s: Italian, from 
malfatto

 ‘badly made’ (because they resemble ravioli without their pasta envelopes).






malfeasance

 
/ˌmalˈfēzəns/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 wrongdoing, especially by a public official.








II.
 
derivatives





malfeasant

 
/malˈfēz(ə)nt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
malfaisance

 , from 
mal-

 ‘evil’ + Old French 
faisance

 ‘activity.’ Compare with misfeasance
 .





malformation

 
/ˌmalfərˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a deformity; an abnormally formed part of the body.




2.
 
the condition of being abnormal in shape or form




•
 
malformation of one or both ears.



















malformed

 
/malˈfôrmd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or part of the body) abnormally formed; misshapen




•
 
her ribs are malformed.










2.
 
not conforming to a standard type




•
 
malformed web pages.



















malfunction

 
/ˌmalˈfəNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a piece of equipment or machinery) fail to function normally or satisfactorily




•
 
the unit is clearly malfunctioning.














II.
 
noun




a failure to function in a normal or satisfactory manner.














Mali

 
/ˈmälē/







1.
 
a landlocked country in West Africa, south of Algeria, in the Sahel except for desert in the north; pop. 13,443,200 (est. 2009); capital, Bamako; languages, French (official) and others mainly of the Mande group.

Former name (until 1958) French Sudan
 .





Conquered by the French in the late 19th century, Mali became part of French West Africa. It was a partner with Senegal in the Federation of Mali in 1959 and achieved full independence a year later, when Senegal withdrew.









Malian

 
/ˈmälēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Mali or its inhabitants




•
 
the exhibit highlights Malian architecture.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Mali




•
 
four Malians have just finished part of the training process.




















Malibu1


 
/ˈmaləˌbo͞o/






a resort on the Pacific Ocean coast of southern California, west of Los Angeles. It is home to many movie stars.









Malibu2


 
/ˈmaləˌbo͞o /

 
Malibu board





I.
 
noun




a lightweight surfboard, typically relatively long with a rounded front end.











– origin

 1960s: named after 
Malibu

 beach (see Malibu
 1
 ).






malic acid

 
/ˌmalik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid present in unripe apples and other fruits.

[Chem. formula: HOOCCH2
 CH(OH)COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





malate

 
/ˈmaˌlāt ˈmāˌlāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
malic

 from French 
malique

 , from Latin 
malum

 ‘apple.’






malice

 
/ˈmaləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the intention or desire to do evil; ill will




•
 
I bear no malice toward anybody.










2.
 


[Law]

 wrongful intention, especially as increasing the guilt of certain offenses.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
malitia

 , from 
malus

 ‘bad.’





malice aforethought






noun






[Law]

 the intention to kill or harm, which is held to distinguish unlawful killing from murder.













malicious

 
/məˈliSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by malice; intending or intended to do harm




•
 
malicious destruction of property




•
 
the transmission of malicious software such as computer viruses.














II.
 
derivatives





maliciousness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘wicked’): from Old French 
malicios

 , from Latin 
malitiosus

 , from 
malitia

 (see malice
 ).





maliciously

 
/məˈliSHəslē/






adverb




in a manner characterized by malice or ill will; with intent to do harm




•
 
proof that the defendant acted maliciously




•
 
a maliciously constructed website.



















malicious mischief






noun






[Law]

 the willful destruction of another person's property for vicious, wanton, or mischievous purposes.













malign

 
/məˈlīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
evil in nature or effect; malevolent




•
 
she had a strong and malign influence.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a disease) malignant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak about (someone) in a spitefully critical manner




•
 
don't you dare malign her in my presence.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maligner

 
/məˈlīnər /






noun













2.
 
malignity

 
/məˈliɡnədē /






noun













3.
 
malignly

 
/məˈlīnlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French 
maligne

 (adjective), 
malignier

 (verb), based on Latin 
malignus

 ‘tending to evil,’ from 
malus

 ‘bad.’





malignance

 
/məˈliɡnəns/






noun




the quality of being malign




•
 
a spirit of pure, unadulterated malignance towards the world.



















malignancy

 
/məˈliɡnənsē/






noun



1.
 
the state or presence of a malignant tumor; cancer




•
 
after biopsy, evidence of malignancy was found.










2.
 
a cancerous growth.




3.
 
a form of cancer




•
 
diffuse malignancies such as leukemia.










4.
 
the quality of being malign or malevolent




•
 
her eyes sparkled with renewed malignancy.



















malignant

 
/məˈliɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease) very virulent or infectious.




2.
 
(of a tumor) tending to invade normal tissue or to recur after removal; cancerous.

Contrasted with benign
 .




3.
 
malevolent




•
 
in the hands of malignant fate.














II.
 
derivatives





malignantly

 
/məˈliɡnən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘likely to rebel against God or authority’): from late Latin 
malignant-

 ‘contriving maliciously,’ from the verb 
malignare

 . The term was used in its early sense to describe those sympathetic to the royalist cause during the English Civil War (1642–49).





malinger

 
/məˈliNGɡər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exaggerate or feign illness in order to escape duty or work.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from 
malingerer

 , apparently from French 
malingre

 , perhaps formed as 
mal-

 ‘wrongly, improperly’ + 
haingre

 ‘weak,’ probably of Germanic origin.





malingerer

 
/məˈliNGɡərər/






noun




a person who malingers




•
 
the doctor said my son was a malingerer.



















Malinke

 
/məˈliNGkā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in Senegal, Mali, and Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast).




2.
 
the Mande language of the Malinke.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Malinke or their language.











– origin

 the name in Malinke.





Malinowski, Bronisław

 
/ˌmaləˈnôfskē, -ˈnäf-, ˌmäl-/






(1884–1942), Polish anthropologist; full name 
Bronisław Kaspar Malinowsky

 . He initiated the technique of “participant observation” and developed the functionalist approach to anthropology.









malison

 
/ˈmaləsən, -zən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a curse.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French.





mall

 
/môl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
shopping mall

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large building or series of connected buildings containing a variety of retail stores and typically also restaurants.




2.
 
a sheltered walk or promenade.




3.
 
(also 
pedestrian mall

 )
 — a section of a street, typically in the downtown area of a city, from which vehicular traffic is excluded.




4.
 


‹historical›

 another term for the game pall-mall
 .




5.
 
an alley used for this.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 3): probably a shortening of pall-mall
 . 
Sense

 2 derives from 
The Mall

 , a tree-bordered walk in St. James's Park, London, so named because it was the site of a pall-mall alley. 
Sense

 1 dates from the 1960s.





mallard

 
/ˈmalərd/





I.
 
noun




the most common duck of the northern hemisphere and the ancestor of most domestic ducks, the male having a dark green head and white collar.

[
Anas platyrhynchos

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French ‘wild drake,’ from 
masle

 ‘male.’





Malle, Louis

 
/mäl/






(1932–95), French movie director. His movies are seminal examples of the French 
nouvelle vague

 . Notable movies: 
Les Amants

 (1958), 
Pretty Baby

 (1978), and 
Au Revoir les enfants

 (1987).









malleable

 
/ˈmalyəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a metal or other material) able to be hammered or pressed permanently out of shape without breaking or cracking.




2.
 
easily influenced; pliable




•
 
Anna was shaken enough to be malleable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
malleability

 
/ˌmal(y)əˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
malleably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘able to be hammered’): via Old French from medieval Latin 
malleabilis

 , from Latin 
malleus

 ‘a hammer.’





mallee

 
/ˈmalē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low-growing bushy Australian eucalyptus that typically has several slender stems.

[Genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species, in particular 
E. dumosa

 .]




2.
 
(also 
mallee scrub

 )
 — scrub that is dominated by mallee, typical of some arid parts of Australia.




3.
 
(
the Mallee

 )
 — any semi-arid area of mainland Australia that has mallee scrub as its principal natural vegetation




•
 
moving to the Mallee was a major culture shock.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Wuywurung (an Aboriginal language).





mallee fowl






noun




a megapode found in the mallee scrub of southern Australia, with pale patterned plumage.

[
Leipoa ocellata

 , family 
Megapodiidae

 .]













malleolus

 
/məˈlēələs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a bony projection with a shape likened to a hammer head, especially each of those on either side of the ankle.








II.
 
derivatives





malleolar

 
/məˈlēələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
malleus

 ‘hammer.’





mallet

 
/ˈmalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hammer with a large, usually wooden head, used especially for hitting a chisel.




2.
 
a long-handled wooden stick with a head like a hammer, used for hitting a croquet or polo ball.




3.
 


[Music]

 a wooden or plastic stick with a rounded head, used to play certain percussion instruments such as xylophone and marimba.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
maillet

 , from 
mail

 ‘hammer,’ from Latin 
malleus

 .






malleus

 
/ˈmalēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small bone in the middle ear that transmits vibrations of the eardrum to the incus.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘hammer.’





malling

 
/ˈmôliNG/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the development of shopping malls




•
 
the malling of America.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the action or activity of passing time in a shopping mall




•
 
Jessie had time to go malling.




















Mallon, Mary

 
/ˈmalən/






(c.1870–1938) US cook; born in Ireland; known as 
Typhoid Mary

 . Immune to typhoid herself, she spread the disease while working in New York City. She was institutionalized for life from 1914 to protect others.









Mallophaga

 
/məˈläfəɡə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the biting lice.

See also Phthiraptera
 .




II.
 
derivatives





mallophagan

 
/-ɡən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
mallos

 ‘lock of wool’ + 
-phagos

 ‘eating.’






Mallorca

 
/məˈyôrkə/






Spanish name for Majorca
 .









mallow

 
/ˈmalō/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant with hairy stems, pink or purple flowers, and disk-shaped fruit. Several kinds are grown as ornamentals, and some are edible.

[Genus 
Malva

 , family 
Malvaceae

 (the 
mallow family

 ): many species. This family also includes the hollyhocks, hibiscus, and abutilon. See also marsh mallow
 , rose mallow
 .]











– origin

 Old English 
meal(u)we

 , from Latin 
malva

 ; related to Greek 
malakhē

 ; compare with mauve
 .





mall rat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a young person who frequents shopping malls, usually for social purposes.













malm

 
/mä(l)m/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, crumbly, chalky rock, or the fertile loamy soil produced as it weathers.




2.
 
(also 
malm brick

 )
 — a fine-quality brick made originally from malm, marl, or a similar chalky clay.











– origin

 Old English 
mealm-

 , of Germanic origin; related to meal
 2
 .





Malmö

 
/ˈmälˌmo͝o, -ˌmœ/






a port and fortified city in southwestern Sweden, situated on the Øresund opposite Copenhagen; pop. 286,535 (2008).










malmsey

 
/ˈmä(l)mzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fortified Madeira wine of the sweetest type.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a strong, sweet white wine imported from Greece and the eastern Mediterranean islands.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
malemeseye

 , via Old French from 
Monemvasia

 , the name of a port in southeastern mainland Greece. Compare with malvoisie
 .





malnourished

 
/malˈnəriSHt/





I.
 
adjective




suffering from malnutrition.








II.
 
derivatives





malnourishment

 
/ˌmalˈnəriSHmənt /






noun





















malnutrition

 
/ˌmaln(y)o͞oˈtriSH(ə)n/






noun




lack of proper nutrition, caused by not having enough to eat, not eating enough of the right things, or being unable to use the food that one does eat.













malocclusion

 
/ˌmaləˈklo͞oZHən/






noun






[Dentistry]

 imperfect positioning of the teeth when the jaws are closed.













malodor

 
/malˈōdər/






noun




a very unpleasant smell.













malodorous

 
/malˈōdərəs/






adjective




smelling very unpleasant.













malolactic

 
/ˌmaləˈlaktik, ˌmālə-/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting bacterial fermentation that converts malic acid to lactic acid, especially as a secondary process used to reduce the acidity of some wines.








II.
 
noun




malolactic fermentation.













Malone, Karl

 
/məˈlōn/






(1963–), US basketball player; nickname 
The Mailman

 . He played power forward for the Utah Jazz 1985–2003 and the Los Angeles Lakers 2003–04. He was a member of the 1992 and 1996 Olympic basketball teams.









Malone, Moses






(1955–), US basketball player. A premier center, he played for the Houston Rockets and six other teams 1976–95. Basketball Hall of Fame (2001).









malonic acid

 
/məˈlōnik, -ˈlän-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid obtained by the oxidation of malic acid.

[Alternative name: 
propane-1,3-dioic acid

 ; chem. formula: HOOCCH2
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





malonate

 
/ˈmaləˌnāt, ˈmā- /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
malonic

 from French 
malonique

 , alteration of 
malique

 ‘malic.’





Malory, Sir Thomas

 
/ˈmalərē/






(died 1471), English writer. His major work, 
Le Morte d'Arthur

 , which was printed in 1483, is a prose translation of a collection of legends of King Arthur.









maloti

 
/məˈlōtē, -ˈlo͞otē/






plural form of loti
 .









malperformance

 
/ˌmalpərˈfôrməns/






noun




faulty or inadequate performance of a task.













Malpighi, Marcello

 
/malˈpiɡē, mäl-/






(
c.

 1628–94), Italian microscopist. He discovered the alveoli and capillaries in the lungs and the fibers and red cells of clotted blood, and he demonstrated the pathway of blood from arteries to veins.









Malpighian layer

 
/ˌmalˈpiɡēən, -ˈpēɡē-/






noun






[Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 a layer in the epidermis in which skin cells are continually formed by division.













Malpighian tubule






noun






[Zoology]

 a tubular excretory organ, numbers of which open into the gut in insects and some other arthropods.













malpractice

 
/malˈpraktəs/






noun




improper, illegal, or negligent professional activity or treatment, especially by a medical practitioner, lawyer, or public official




•
 
victims of medical malpractice




•
 
investigations into malpractices and abuses of power.



















malpresentation

 
/ˌmalˌprezənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal positioning of a fetus at the time of delivery.













Malraux, André

 
/malˈrō, mäl-/






(1901–76), French novelist, politician, and art critic. Involved in the Chinese Communist uprising of 1927 and the Spanish Civil War, he was later appointed the first minister of cultural affairs 1959–69.









MALS






abbreviation




Master of Library Science.














malt

 
/môlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
barley or other grain that has been steeped, germinated, and dried, used especially for brewing or distilling and vinegar-making.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 short for malt whiskey
 .




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for malted milk
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (grain) into malt


(as 
noun

 
malting

 )


•
 
barley is grown for malting.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a seed) become malt when germination is checked by drought.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maltiness

 
/-tēnis /






noun













2.
 
malty






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
m(e)alt

 , of Germanic origin; related to melt
 .





Malta

 
/ˈmôltə/





I.
 
an island country in the central Mediterranean Sea, about 60 miles (100 km) south of Sicily; pop. 405,200 (est. 2009); capital, Valletta; official languages, Maltese and English.





Historically of great strategic importance, the island has been held in turn by invaders that have included the Greeks, Arabs, Normans, and Knights Hospitaller. It was annexed by Britain in 1814 and was an important naval base until independence within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1964. Besides the island of Malta, the country includes the islands of Gozo and Comino.





maltase

 
/ˈmôltās ˈmôlˌtāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme, present in saliva and pancreatic juice, that catalyzes the breakdown of maltose and similar sugars to form glucose.













malted

 
/mäl(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




mixed with malt or a malt extract.








II.
 
noun




short for malted milk
 :




•
 
they were sipping malteds at the drive-in.




















malted milk

 
/ˈˌmôltəd ˈmilk/






noun




a drink combining milk, a malt preparation, and ice cream or flavoring.













Maltese1


 
/môlˈtēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Malta or a person of Maltese descent.




2.
 
the national language of Malta, a Semitic language derived from Arabic but much influenced by Italian, Spanish, and Norman French.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Malta, its people, or their language.













Maltese2


 
/môlˈtēz /

 
Maltese terrier






noun




a dog of a very small long-haired breed, typically with white hair.













Maltese cross





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cross with arms of equal length that broaden from the center and have their ends indented in a shallow V-shape.




2.
 
a plant of the pink family (
Lychnis chalcedonica

 ), with small scarlet petals arranged in the shape of a Maltese cross.











– origin

 so named because the cross was formerly worn by the Knights of Malta, a religious order.





malthouse

 
/ˈmôltˌhous/






noun




a building in which malt is prepared and stored.













Malthus, Thomas Robert

 
/ˈmalTHəs, ˈmôlTHəs/






(1766–1834), English economist and clergyman. In 
An Essay on the Principle of Population

 (1798) he argued that without the practice of “moral restraint” the population tends to increase at a greater rate than its means of subsistence, resulting in the population checks of war, famine, and epidemic.









Malthusian

 
/malˈTH(y)o͞oZH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the English economist and clergyman Thomas Robert Malthus or his ideas about population




•
 
it seems we face a curious Malthusian catastrophe.














II.
 
noun




a person who supports the theories about population proposed by the English economist and clergyman Thomas Robert Malthus




•
 
Malthusians spoke of moral restraint.



















Malthusianism

 
/môlˈTH(y)o͞oZH(ə)nizəm/






noun




the view that without ‘moral restraint’ the population will increase at a greater rate than its means of subsistence, as proposed by the English economist and clergyman Thomas Robert Malthus




•
 
birth control became associated with Malthusianism only in the last quarter of the century.



















malt liquor

 
/ˈˌmôlt ˈˌlikər/






noun




alcoholic liquor made from malt by fermentation rather than distillation; beer with a relatively high alcohol content.













maltodextrin

 
/ˌmôltōˈdekstrən/






noun




dextrin containing maltose, used as a food additive.













maltose

 
/ˈmôlˌtōs ˈmôlˌtōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar produced by the breakdown of starch, e.g., by enzymes found in malt and saliva. It is a disaccharide consisting of two linked glucose units.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from malt
 + -ose
 2
 .





maltreat

 
/malˈtrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a person or animal) cruelly or with violence.








II.
 
derivatives





maltreater






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
maltraiter

 .





maltreatment

 
/malˈtrētmənt/






noun




cruel or violent treatment of a person or animal; mistreatment




•
 
16 percent of children experience serious maltreatment at the hands of their parents.




















malt whiskey






noun




whiskey made only from malted barley and not blended with grain whiskey.














Maluku






Indonesian name for Molucca Islands
 .









malvaceous

 
/malˈvāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the mallow family (
Malvaceae

 ).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
Malvaceae

 (plural), based on Latin 
malva

 ‘mallow,’ + -ous
 .





Malvasia

 
/malˈvāZHə/





I.
 
noun




a variety of grape used to make white and red wines, especially in Italy.











– origin

 Italian form of the place name 
Monemvasia

 , in the Peloponnese (see malmsey
 ).





malversation

 
/ˌmalvərˈsāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 corrupt behavior in a position of trust, especially in public office




•
 
ineptitude and malversation were major factors in the trouncing of the group's candidates.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from 
malverser

 , from Latin 
male

 ‘badly’ + 
versari

 ‘behave.’





Malvinas, Islas

 
/môlˈvēnəs/






the name by which the Falkland Islands are known in Argentina.










malvoisie

 
/ˌmalˌvwäˈzē, -ˌvoi-/





I.
 
noun




(in French-speaking regions) any of several grape varieties used to make full-flavored white wines.











– origin

 from Old French 
malvesie

 , from the French form of 
Monemvasia

 (see malmsey
 ).





malware

 
/ˈmalwer/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 software that is intended to damage or disable computers and computer systems.











– origin

 blend of 
malicious

 and 
software

 .






mam

 
/mam/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 one's mother


[as 
name

 ]


•
 
it was better when Mam was alive.







[late 16th cent.: perhaps imitative of a child's first syllables (see mama
 ).]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a term of respectful or polite address used for any woman




•
 
“You all ride them horses down here?” “Yes, mam.”







[variant of ma'am
 .]














mama

 
/ˈmämə /

 
mamma





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 
(N. Amer.)

 one's mother (especially as a child's term)


[as 
name

 ]


•
 
come and meet Mama.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a mature woman




•
 
the ultimate tough blues mama.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative of a child's first syllables 
ma

 , 
ma

 .





mama-san

 
/ˈmäməˌsän/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan and East Asia) a woman in a position of authority, especially one in charge of a geisha house or bar.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
mama

 ‘mother’ + 
san

 , an honorific title used as a mark of politeness.





mama's boy






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a boy or man who is excessively influenced by or attached to his mother




•
 
he's still just a 17-year-old mama's boy being sent to war.



















mamba

 
/ˈmämbə/





I.
 
noun




a large, agile, highly venomous African snake.

[Genus 
Dendroaspis

 , family 
Elapidae

 : three species. See also black mamba
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Zulu 
imamba

 .





mambo

 
/ˈmämbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Latin American dance similar in rhythm to the rumba.




2.
 
a voodoo priestess.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the mambo.











– origin

 1940s: from American Spanish, probably from Haitian Creole, from Yoruba, literally ‘to talk.’





Mameluke

 
/ˈmaməˌlo͞ok/





I.
 
noun




a member of a regime that formerly ruled parts of the Middle East. Descended from slaves, they ruled Syria (1260–1516) and Egypt (1250–1517), and continued as a ruling military caste in Ottoman Egypt until massacred by the viceroy Muhammad Ali in 1811.











– origin

 from French 
mameluk

 , from Arabic 
mamlūk

 (passive participle used as a noun meaning ‘slave’), from 
malaka

 ‘possess.’





Mamet, David

 
/ˈmamit/






(1947–), US playwright, director, screenwriter, and novelist. His works include the play 
Glengarry Glen Ross

 (Pulitzer Prize, 1984; movie version: 1992) and the novel 
The Village

 (1994).









mamma1


 
/ˈmämə/






noun




variant spelling of mama
 .














mamma2


 
/ˈmamə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a milk-secreting organ of female mammals (in humans, the breast).




2.
 
a corresponding nonsecretory structure in male mammals.








II.
 
derivatives





mammiform

 
/ˈmaməˌfôrm /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, from Latin, ‘breast.’





mammal

 
/ˈmaməl/





I.
 
noun




a warm-blooded vertebrate animal of a class that is distinguished by the possession of hair or fur, the secretion of milk by females for the nourishment of the young, and (typically) the birth of live young.

The first small mammals evolved from reptiles about 200 million years ago, and the group diversified rapidly after the extinction of the dinosaurs to become the dominant form of land animal, with about 4,000 living species. Mammals belong to the class 
Mammalia

 , which contains the subclass 
Prototheria

 (monotremes) and the infraclasses 
Metatheria

 (marsupials) and 
Eutheria

 (placental mammals such as rodents, cats, whales, bats, and humans).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: anglicized form (first used in the plural) of modern Latin 
mammalia

 , neuter plural of Latin 
mammalis

 (adjective), from 
mamma

 ‘breast’ (see mamma
 2
 ).





mammalian

 
/məˈmālēən/






adjective




relating to or denoting a mammal




•
 
cats and other mammalian predators




•
 
mammalian cells.



















mammaliferous

 
/ˌmaməˈlifərəs/






adjective






[Geology]

 containing mammalian fossil remains.














mammallike reptile

 
/ˌmaməlˌlīk ˈreptīl/






noun




another term for synapsid
 .













mammalogy

 
/məˈmaləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology concerned with mammals.








II.
 
derivatives





mammalogist

 
/məˈmaləjēst /






noun






















mammary

 
/ˈmam(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to the human female breasts or the milk-secreting organs of other mammals




•
 
mammary tumor viruses.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a breast.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from mamma
 2
 + -ary
 1
 .





mammary gland

 
/ˈmam(ə)rē ˌɡland/






noun




the milk-producing gland of women or other female mammals.













mammee

 
/mäˈmā, -ˈmē /

 
mamee
 , mamey





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
mammee apple

 )
 — a tropical American tree having large edible red fruit with red rind and sweet yellow flesh.

[
Mammea americana

 , family 
Guttiferae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
mammee sapote

 )
 — a Central American tree having edible russet fruit with spicy red flesh.

[
sapote

 from Spanish 
zapote

 ‘sapodilla.’] [
Pouteria sapota

 , family 
Sapotaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
mamei

 , from Taino.





mammilla

 
/məˈmilə /

 
mamilla





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the nipple of a woman's breast.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the corresponding organ in any mammal.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a nipple-shaped structure.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
mamma

 ‘breast’ (see mamma
 2
 ).





mammillary

 
/ˈmaməˌlerē /

 
mamillary





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rounded like a breast or nipple, in particular




2.
 
(of minerals) having several smoothly rounded convex surfaces.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 denoting two rounded bodies in the floor of the hypothalamus in the brain.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
mamillaris

 , from 
mamilla

 (see mamilla). The spelling variant of 
-mm-

 was due to association with mammary
 .





mammillated

 
/ˈmaməˌlādəd /

 
mamillated





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 covered with rounded mounds or lumps.




2.
 


‹technical›

 (of minerals) mammillary.








II.
 
derivatives





mammillate

 
/-ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from mamilla + the adjectival suffix 
-ated

 .





mammogram

 
/ˈmaməˌɡram/






noun




an image obtained by mammography.













mammography

 
/maˈmäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a technique using X-rays to diagnose and locate tumors of the breasts.











– origin

 1930s: from mamma
 2
 + -graphy
 .





mammon

 
/ˈmamən /

 
Mammon





I.
 
noun




wealth regarded as an evil influence or false object of worship and devotion. It was taken by medieval writers as the name of the devil of covetousness, and revived in this sense by Milton.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mammonism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
mammonist

 
/-ˌist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from New Testament Greek 
mamōnas

 (see Matt. 6:24, Luke 16:9–13), from Aramaic 
māmōn

 ‘riches.’





mammoth

 
/ˈmaməTH/





I.
 
noun




a large extinct elephant of the Pleistocene epoch, typically hairy with a sloping back and long curved tusks.

[Genus 
Mammuthus

 , family 
Elephantidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
adjective




huge




•
 
a mammoth corporation.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Russian 
mamo(n)t

 , probably of Siberian origin.





Mammoth Cave National Park






a national park in west central Kentucky, site of the largest known cave system in the world. It consists of over 300 miles (480 km) of charted passageways and contains some spectacular rock formations.










mammy

 
/ˈmamē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 one's mother (especially as a child's word)




•
 
he was screaming for his mammy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 (formerly in the southern US) a black nursemaid or nanny in charge of white children.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from mam
 + -y
 2
 ; compare with mommy
 and mummy
 2
 .





Mamoutzu

 
/mäˈmo͞otso͞o/






the capital (since 1977) of Mayotte; pop. 53,000 (est. 2007).









Mam’selle

 
/mamˈzel/






noun




short for Mademoiselle
 .














man

 
/man/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an adult human male.




2.
 
a male worker or employee




•
 
more than 700 men were laid off




•
 
CNN's man in India.










3.
 
a male member of a sports team




•
 
Johnson took the ball past three men and scored.










4.
 
(
men

 )
 — ordinary members of the armed forces as distinct from the officers




•
 
he had a platoon of forty men to prepare for battle.










5.
 
a husband, boyfriend, or lover




•
 
the two of them lived for a time as man and wife.










6.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a male person associated with a particular place, activity, or occupation




•
 
a Harvard man




•
 
I'm a solid union man.










7.
 
a male pursued or sought by another, especially in connection with a crime




•
 
Inspector Bull was sure they would find their man.










8.
 


‹dated›

 a manservant or valet




•
 
get me a cocktail, my man.










9.
 


‹historical›

 a vassal.




10.
 
a human being of either sex; a person




•
 
God cares for all races and all men.










11.
 
(also 
Man

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — human beings in general; the human race




•
 
places untouched by the ravages of man.










12.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an individual; one




•
 
a man could buy a lot with eighteen million dollars.










13.
 
a person with the qualities often associated with males such as bravery, spirit, or toughness




•
 
she was more of a man than any of them.










14.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a type of prehistoric human named after the place where the remains were found




•
 
Cro-Magnon man.










15.
 
(usu. 
the Man

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a group or person in a position of authority over others, such as a corporate employer or the police




•
 
it was a vicarious way of powerless people being able to stick it to the Man.










16.
 


‹informal›

 white people collectively regarded as the controlling group in society




•
 
he urged that black college athletes boycott the Man's Rose Bowl.










17.
 
a figure or token used in playing a board game.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of personnel) work at, run, or operate (a place or piece of equipment) or defend (a fortification)




•
 
the firemen manned the pumps and fought the blaze.










2.
 
provide someone to fill (a post or office)




•
 
the chaplaincy was formerly manned by the cathedral.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 fortify the spirits or courage of




•
 
he 
manned himself

 with dauntless air.














III.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used, irrespective of the sex of the person addressed, to express surprise, admiration, delight, etc., or for emphasis




•
 
man, what a show!














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as —— as the next man






as —— as the average person




•
 
I'm as ambitious as the next man.















2.
 
as one man






with everyone acting together or in agreement




•
 
the crowd rose to their feet as one man.















3.
 
be someone's man






be the person perfectly suited to a particular requirement or task




•
 
for any coloring and perming services, David's your man.















4.
 
be man enough for (or to do)






be brave enough to do




•
 
who's man enough for the job?




•
 
he has not been man enough to face up to his responsibilities.















5.
 
every man for himself








‹proverb›

 everyone should (or does) look after their own interests rather than considering those of others




•
 
when the bottom drops out of the market, it's every man for himself.















6.
 
make a man out of someone






(of an experience or person) turn a young man into a mature adult




•
 
I make men out of them and teach them never to let anyone outsmart them.















7.
 
man about town






a fashionable male socialite.









8.
 
man and boy








‹dated›

 throughout life from youth




•
 
the time when families worked in the fields man and boy.















9.
 
the man in the moon





a.
 
the imagined likeness of a face seen on the surface of a full moon.




b.
 
used, especially in comparisons, to refer to someone regarded as out of touch with real life




•
 
a kid with no more idea of what to do than the man in the moon.















10.
 
the man in (or on) the street






an ordinary person, often with regard to their opinions, or as distinct from an expert




•
 
it will be interesting to hear what the man in the street has to say about these latest tax cuts.















11.
 
man of action






see action
 .









12.
 
man of the cloth






a clergyman.









13.
 
man of God





a.
 
a clergyman.




b.
 
a holy man or saint.









14.
 
man of honor






a man who adheres to what is right or to a high standard of conduct.









15.
 
man of the house






the male head of a household.









16.
 
man of letters






a male scholar or author.









17.
 
man of the moment






a man of importance at a particular time.









18.
 
man of the world






see world
 .









19.
 
man's best friend






an affectionate or approving way of referring to the dog.









20.
 
a man's man






a man whose personality is such that he is as popular and at ease, or more so, with other men than with women.









21.
 
man to man (or man-to-man)





a.
 
in a direct and frank way between two men; openly and honestly




•
 
he was able to talk man to man with the delegates




•
 
a man-to-man chat.










b.
 
denoting a defensive tactic in a sport such as football or basketball in which each player is responsible for defending against one opponent




•
 
Washington's cornerbacks are fast enough to cover man-to-man.















22.
 
men in white coats





a.
 
medical or laboratory staff, especially doctors.




b.
 


‹humorous›

 psychiatrists or psychiatric workers (used to imply that someone is mad or mentally unbalanced)




•
 
I wondered how much more stupid I could get before the men in white coats would lead me away.















23.
 
separate (or sort out) the men from the boys








‹informal›

 show or prove which people in a group are truly competent, brave, or mature.









24.
 
to a man






without exception




•
 
to a man, we have all taken a keen interest in the business.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs





man up








(US)

 
‹informal›

 be brave or tough enough to deal with an unpleasant situation




•
 
you just have to man up and take it.


















VI.
 
derivatives





manless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
man(n)

 , (plural) 
menn

 (noun), 
mannian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
man

 , German 
Mann

 , and Sanskrit 
manu

 ‘mankind.’ / 
usage:

 Traditionally, the word 
man

 has been used to refer not only to adult males but also to human beings in general, regardless of sex. There is a historical explanation for this: in Old English, the principal sense of 
man

 was ‘a human being,’ and the words 
wer

 and 
wif

 were used to refer specifically to ‘a male person’ and ‘a female person,’ respectively. Subsequently, 
man

 replaced 
wer

 as the normal term for ‘a male person,’ but at the same time the older sense ‘a human being’ remained in use. In the second half of the 20th century, the generic use of 
man

 to refer to ‘human beings in general’ (as in reptiles were here long before man appeared on the earth) became problematic; the use is now often regarded as sexist or old-fashioned. In some contexts, terms such as 
the human race

 or 
humankind

 may be used instead of 
man

 or 
mankind

 . Certain fixed phrases and sayings, such as time and tide wait for no 
man

 can be easily rephrased (e.g., time and tide wait for no 
one

 ). Alternatives for other related terms exist as well: the noun 
manpower

 , for example, can usually be replaced with 
staff

 or 
crew

 , and in most cases, the verbal form 
to man

 can be expressed as 
to staff

 or 
to operate

 .





Man.






abbreviation




Manitoba.













-man





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
in nouns denoting.




2.
 
a male of a specified nationality or origin




•
 
Frenchman




•
 
Yorkshireman.










3.
 
a man belonging to a distinct specified group




•
 
layman.










4.
 
a person, especially a male, having a specified occupation or role




•
 
exciseman




•
 
chairman




•
 
oarsman.










5.
 
a ship of a specified kind




•
 
merchantman.

















usage:

 Traditionally, the form 
-man

 was combined with other words to create a term denoting an occupation or role, as in 
fireman

 , 
layman

 , 
chairman

 , and 
mailman

 . As the role of women in society has changed, with the result that women are now more likely to be in roles previously held exclusively by men, many of these terms ending in 
-man

 have been challenged as sexist and out of date. As a result, there has been a gradual shift away from 
-man

 compounds except where referring to a specific male person. Gender-neutral terms such as 
firefighter

 and 
mail carrier

 are widely accepted alternatives. And new terms such as 
chairperson

 , 
layperson

 , and 
spokesperson

 , which only a few decades ago seemed odd or awkward, are common today.





Man, Isle of






see Isle of Man
 .









mana

 
/ˈmänə/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Polynesian, Melanesian, and Maori belief) pervasive supernatural or magical power.











– origin

 Maori.





manacle

 
/ˈmanək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
manacles

 )


1.
 
a metal band, chain, or shackle for fastening someone's hands or ankles




•
 
the practice of keeping prisoners in manacles.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be manacled

 )


1.
 
fetter (a person or a part of the body) with manacles




•
 
his hands were manacled behind his back.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
manicle

 ‘handcuff,’ from Latin 
manicula

 , diminutive of 
manus

 ‘hand.’






manage

 
/ˈmanij/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be in charge of (a company, establishment, or undertaking); administer; run




•
 
their elder son managed the farm.










2.
 
administer and regulate (resources under one's control)




•
 
we manage our cash extremely well.










3.
 
have the position of supervising (staff) at work




•
 
the skills needed to manage a young, dynamic team.










4.
 
be the manager of (a sports team or a performer)




•
 
he managed five or six bands in his career.










5.
 
maintain control or influence over (a person or animal)




•
 
she manages horses better than anyone I know.










6.
 
control the use or exploitation of (land)




•
 
the forest is managed to achieve maximum growth.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — succeed in surviving or in attaining one's aims, especially against heavy odds; cope




•
 
Catherine 
managed on

 five hours' sleep a night.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — succeed in doing, achieving, or producing (something, especially something difficult)




•
 
she managed a brave but unconvincing smile




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
Beth finally managed to hail a cab




•
 


‹ironic›

 one fund managed to lose money.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — succeed in dealing with or withstanding (something)




•
 
there was more stress and anxiety than he could manage.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be free to attend on (a certain day) or at (a certain time)




•
 
he could not manage March 24 after all.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘put (a horse) through the paces of the manège’): from Italian 
maneggiare

 , based on Latin 
manus

 ‘hand.’





manageable

 
/ˈmanijəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be managed, controlled, or accomplished without great difficulty




•
 
it leaves hair feeling soft and manageable




•
 
the situation was manageable, if a little nerve-racking.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manageability

 
/ˌmanijəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
manageableness






noun













3.
 
manageably

 
/ˈmanijəblē /






adverb





















managed care






noun






(US)

 a system of health care in which patients agree to visit only certain doctors and hospitals, and in which the cost of treatment is monitored by a managing company.













managed currency






noun




a currency whose exchange rate is regulated or controlled by the government.













managed fund






noun




an investment fund run on behalf of an investor by an agent (typically an insurance company).













management

 
/ˈmanijmənt/






noun



1.
 
the process of dealing with or controlling things or people




•
 
the management of elk herds.










2.
 
the responsibility for and control of a company or similar organization




•
 
the management of a great metropolitan newspaper




•
 
a successful career in management.










3.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the people in charge of running a company or organization, regarded collectively




•
 
management was extremely cooperative.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Psychiatry]

 the treatment or control of diseases, injuries, or disorders, or the care of patients who suffer from them




•
 
the use of combination chemotherapy in the management of breast cancer.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 trickery; deceit




•
 
if there has been any management in the business, it has been concealed from me.



















management accounting

 
/ˈmanijmənt əˈkoun(t)iNG/





I.
 
noun




the provision of financial data and advice to a company for use in the organization and development of its business.








II.
 
derivatives





management accountant






noun





















management company

 
/ˈmanijmənt ˈkəmp(ə)nē/






noun




a company that is set up to manage a group of properties, a mutual fund, an investment fund, etc.













management information system






noun




a computerized information-processing system designed to support the activities of company or organizational management.













management-speak






noun




language regarded as characteristic of that used by managers in business, especially in being needlessly complex or filled with jargon




•
 
flip charts containing indigestible chunks of management-speak.



















manager

 
/ˈmanijər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person responsible for controlling or administering all or part of a company or similar organization




•
 
the manager of a bar




•
 
the sales manager.










2.
 
a person who controls the activities, business dealings, and other aspects of the career of an entertainer, athlete, group of musicians, etc.




•
 
she left it to her manager to deal with the canceled concerts.










3.
 
a person in charge of the activities, tactics, and training of a sports team




•
 
Frank Robinson became baseball's first black manager.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 a program or system that controls or organizes a peripheral device or process




•
 
a file manager.














II.
 
derivatives





managership

 
/ˈmanijərˌSHip /






noun





















manageress

 
/ˈmanij(ə)rəs/






noun






‹rare›

 a female manager.













managerial

 
/ˌmanəˈjirēəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to management or managers, especially of a company or similar organization




•
 
I have a managerial role




•
 
managerial skills.














II.
 
derivatives





managerially






adverb





















managerialism

 
/ˌmanəˈjirēəlizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in or reliance on the use of professional managers in administering or planning an activity.








II.
 
derivatives





managerialist






noun, adjective





















managing

 
/ˈmanijiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having executive or supervisory control or authority




•
 
a managing editor




•
 
the managing director.



















Managua

 
/məˈnäɡwə/






the capital of Nicaragua; pop. 937,489 (2006). The city was almost completely destroyed by an earthquake in 1972.










manakin

 
/ˈmanəˌkin/





I.
 
noun




a small tropical American bird with a large head and small bill, the male of which is typically brightly colored.

Compare with mannikin
 . [Family 
Pipridae

 (or 
Cotingidae

 , 
Tyrannidae

 ): several genera and many species.]











usage:

 See usage at mannequin
 .





Manama

 
/məˈnämə/






a seaport and the capital of Bahrain; pop. 157,000 (est. 2007).









mañana

 
/mənˈyänə/





I.
 
adverb




in the indefinite future (used to indicate procrastination)




•
 
the exhibition will be ready mañana.

















– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘tomorrow.’





Manasseh

 
/məˈnasə/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and Rachel.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.









manat

 
/ˌmanˈat/






noun




the basic monetary unit of Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan, equal to 100 gopik in Azerbaijan and 100 tenge in Turkmenistan.













man-at-arms

 
/ˌmanədˈärmz/






noun






‹archaic›

 a soldier, especially one heavily armed and mounted on horseback.













manatee

 
/ˈmanəˌtē/





I.
 
noun




an aquatic mammal with a rounded tail flipper, living in shallow coastal waters and adjacent rivers of the tropical Atlantic.

[Family 
Trichechidae

 and genus 
Trichechus

 : three species, all of which are endangered, including the 
West Indian manatee

 (
T. manatus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
manati

 , from Carib 
manáti

 .





Manaus

 
/məˈnous/






a city in northwestern Brazil; pop. 1,646,602 (2007). It is the principal commercial center of the upper Amazon region.









manbag

 
/ˈmanbaɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 a man's handbag or shoulder bag.













man cave






noun






‹humorous›

 a room or other part of a home regarded as a refuge for the man or men of a household




•
 
a man cave equipped with a pool table and pinball machine.



















Manchego

 
/manˈCHāɡō/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish cheese traditionally made with sheep's milk.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
La Mancha

 , the region of Spain where the cheese originates.





Manchester

 
/ˈman(t)SHəstər/





I.
 
an industrial city in northwestern England; pop. 396,300 (est. 2009). Founded in Roman times, it developed in the 18th and 19th centuries as a center of the English cotton industry.




II.
 
the largest city in New Hampshire, on the Merrimack River, in the southern part of the state; pop. 108,586 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a town in central Connecticut, east of Hartford; pop. 56,385 (est. 2008).









Manchester, William






(1922–2004), US historian and biographer. His works include 
The Death of a President

 (1967) and 
A World Lit Only by Fire

 (1992). He was able to complete the first two volumes (1983, 1988) of his biographical trilogy 
The Last Lion: Winston Spencer Churchill

 , but he later commissioned another writer to finish the final volume.









Manchester terrier






noun




a small terrier of a breed with a short black-and-tan coat.













manchet

 
/ˈman(t)SHət/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a loaf of the finest kind of wheat bread.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from obsolete 
maine

 ‘flour of the finest quality’ + obsolete 
cheat

 , denoting a kind of wheaten bread.





man-child






noun



1.
 
an immature man.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a male child.













manchineel

 
/ˌman(t)SHəˈnē(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a Caribbean tree that has acrid applelike fruit and poisonous milky sap that can cause temporary blindness.

[
Hippomane mancinella

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
mancenille

 , from Spanish 
manzanilla

 , diminutive of 
manzana

 ‘apple,’ based on Latin 
matiana (poma

 ) (neuter plural), denoting a kind of apple.





Manchu

 
/ˌmanˈCHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people originally living in Manchuria who formed the last imperial dynasty of China (1644–1912).




2.
 
the Tungusic language of the Manchu.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Manchu or their language.











– origin

 the name in Manchu, literally ‘pure.’





Manchuria

 
/manˈCHo͞orēə/






a mountainous region that forms the northeastern portion of China and comprises the provinces of Jilin, Liaoning, and Heilongjiang. In 1932, it was declared an independent state by Japan and renamed Manchukuo; it was restored to China in 1945.









Manchurian

 
/manˈCHo͞orēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Manchuria or its people




•
 
a prominent specialist on Manchurian archaeology and history.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Manchuria




•
 
Manchurians clung to their own cultural traditions.



















Mancini, Henry

 
/ˌmanˈsēnē/






(1924–94), US composer and conductor. He wrote many movie scores, including those for 
The Pink Panther

 (1964) and 
Victor/Victoria

 (1982). He also wrote 
“Moon River”

 for 
Breakfast at Tiffany's

 (1961).









manciple

 
/ˈmansəpəl/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 an officer who buys provisions for a college, monastery, or other institution.











– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French and Old French from Latin 
mancipium

 ‘purchase,’ from 
manceps

 ‘buyer,’ from 
manus

 ‘hand’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





man crush






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an intense and typically non-sexual liking or admiration felt by one man for another




•
 
the actor confesses to having a man crush on Clooney.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a man who is the object of another's intense liking or admiration




•
 
he was one of my man crushes.



















Mancunian

 
/manˈkyo͞onēən/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Manchester, England.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Manchester, England.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Mancunium

 , the Latin name of Manchester, + -an
 .






-mancy





I.
 
combining form




divination by a specified means




•
 
geomancy.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-mancie

 , via late Latin 
-mantia

 from Greek 
manteia

 ‘divination.’





Mandaean

 
/manˈdēən /

 
Mandean





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Gnostic sect surviving in Iraq and southwestern Iran, who regard John the Baptist as the Messiah and stress salvation through knowledge of the divine origin of the soul.




2.
 
the religious language of the Mandaean sect, a form of Aramaic.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mandaeans or their language.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Mandaean Aramaic 
mandaia

 ‘Gnostics, those who have knowledge’ (from 
manda

 ‘knowledge’) + -an
 .





mandala

 
/ˈmandələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a geometric figure representing the universe in Hindu and Buddhist symbolism.




2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 a symbol in a dream, representing the dreamer's search for completeness and self-unity.








II.
 
derivatives





mandalic

 
/manˈdalik, ˌmən- /






adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
maṇḍala

 ‘disk.’





Mandalay

 
/ˌmandəˈlā ˈmandəlā/






a port on the Irrawaddy River in central Burma (Myanmar); pop. 961,000 (est. 2007). Founded in 1857, it was the capital (until 1885) of the Burmese kingdom. It is an important Buddhist religious center.









mandamus

 
/manˈdāməs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a judicial writ issued as a command to an inferior court or ordering a person to perform a public or statutory duty




•
 
a writ of mandamus.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘we command.’





Mandan1


 
/ˈmandən/






a city in south central North Dakota, a northwestern suburb of Bismarck; pop. 18,091 (est. 2008).









Mandan2


 
/ˈmandən, -ˌdan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living on the upper Missouri River in North Dakota.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Mandan, related to Winnebago.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mandan or their language.











– origin

 from Canadian French 
Mandane

 , probably from Dakota Sioux 
mawátãna

 .






mandarin1


 
/ˈmandərən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Mandarin

 )
 — the standard literary and official form of Chinese based on the Beijing dialect, spoken by over 730 million people


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Mandarin Chinese.










2.
 
an official in any of the nine top grades of the former imperial Chinese civil service.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (especially of clothing) characteristic or supposedly characteristic of mandarin officials




•
 
a red-buttoned mandarin cap.










4.
 
an ornament consisting of a nodding figure in traditional Chinese dress, typically made of porcelain.




5.
 
porcelain decorated with Chinese figures dressed as mandarins.




6.
 
a powerful official or senior bureaucrat, especially one perceived as reactionary and secretive




•
 
a civil service mandarin.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a Chinese official): from Portuguese 
mandarim

 , via Malay from Hindi 
mantrī

 ‘counselor.’





mandarin2


 
/ˈmandərən /

 
mandarine
 , mandarin orange





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flattish citrus fruit with a loose skin, especially a variety with yellow-orange skin.

Compare with tangerine
 .




2.
 
the citrus tree that yields the mandarin.

[
Citrus reticulata

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
mandarine

 ; perhaps related to mandarin
 1
 , the color of the fruit being likened to the official's yellow robes.





mandarin collar






noun




a small, close-fitting upright collar.













mandarin duck

 
/ˈmandərən ˌdək/






noun




a small tree-nesting eastern Asian duck, the male of which has showy plumage with an orange ruff and orange saillike feathers on each side of the body.

[
Aix galericulata

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













mandarin jacket






noun




a plain jacket, typically of embroidered silk, with a mandarin collar.














mandatary

 
/ˈmandəˌterē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a person or country receiving a mandate.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a person appointed by a papal mandate): from late Latin 
mandatarius

 , from 
mandatum

 (see mandate
 ).






mandate

 
/ˈmanˌdāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official order or commission to do something




•
 
a mandate to seek the release of political prisoners.










2.
 


[Law]

 a commission by which a party is entrusted to perform a service, especially without payment and with indemnity against loss by that party.




3.
 


(US)

 
[Law]

 an order from an appellate court to a lower court to take a specific action.




4.
 
a written authority enabling someone to carry out transactions on another's bank account.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a commission from the League of Nations to a member state to administer a territory




•
 
the end of the British mandate in Palestine.










6.
 
the authority to carry out a policy or course of action, regarded as given by the electorate to a candidate or party that is victorious in an election




•
 
a sick leader living beyond his mandate.










7.
 


(Canadian)

 a period during which a government is in power.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) authority to act in a certain way




•
 
other colleges have mandated coed fraternities.










2.
 
require (something) to be done; make mandatory




•
 
the government began mandating better car safety.










3.
 


‹historical›

 assign (territory) under a mandate of the League of Nations


(as 
adj.

 
mandated

 )


•
 
mandated territories.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
mandatum

 ‘something commanded,’ neuter past participle of 
mandare

 , from 
manus

 ‘hand’ + 
dare

 ‘give.’ 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun has been influenced by French 
mandat

 .





mandatory

 
/ˈmandəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
required by law or rules; compulsory




•
 
wearing helmets was made mandatory for cyclists.










2.
 
of or conveying a command




•
 
he did not want the guidelines to be mandatory.














II.
 
noun




variant spelling of mandatary
 .








III.
 
derivatives





mandatorily

 
/-ˌtôrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
mandatorius

 , from Latin 
mandatum

 ‘something commanded.’





man-day

 
/ˈman ˈˌdā/






noun




a day regarded in terms of the amount of work that can be done by one person within this period.














Mande

 
/ˈmänˌdā, mänˈdā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of any of a large group of peoples of West Africa.




2.
 
the group of Niger–Congo languages spoken by the Mande, including Malinke, Mende, and Bambara.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mande or the Mande group of languages.











– origin

 the name in Mande.





Mandela, Nelson

 
/manˈdelə/






(1918–2013), South African statesman, president 1994–99; full name 
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

 . He was sentenced to life imprisonment in 1964 as an activist for the African National Congress (ANC). Released in 1990, as leader of the ANC, he engaged in talks on the introduction of majority rule with President F. W. de Klerk. He became the country's first democratically elected president in 1994, serving until 1999. Nobel Peace Prize (1993), shared with de Klerk.









Mandelbrot, Benoît

 
/ˈmandlˌbrät, -ˌbrō, ˌmändelˈbrô/






(1924–2010), French mathematician, born in Poland. He is known as the pioneer of fractal geometry.









Mandelbrot set






noun






[Mathematics]

 a particular set of complex numbers that has a highly convoluted fractal boundary when plotted.













Mandelstam, Osip

 
/ˈmändlˌstäm, məndyilˈSHtäm /

 
Mandelshtam






(1891–1938), Russian poet; a member of the Acmeist group; full name 
Osip Emilevich Mandelstam

 . Sent into internal exile in 1934, he died in a prison camp. Notable works: 
Stone

 (1913) and 
Tristia

 (1922).









mandible

 
/ˈmandəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the jaw or a jawbone, especially the lower jawbone in mammals and fishes.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 either of the upper and lower parts of a bird's beak.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 either half of the crushing organ in an arthropod's mouthparts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mandibular

 
/manˈdibyələr /






adjective













2.
 
mandibulate

 
/manˈdibyəˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
mandibula

 , from 
mandere

 ‘to chew.’





Manding

 
/ˈmandiNG /

 
Mandingo






noun, adjective




another term for Mande
 .













Mandinka

 
/manˈdiNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in Senegal, Gambia, and Sierra Leone.




2.
 
the Mande language of the Mandinka.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mandinka or their language.











– origin

 the name in Mandinka.






mandola

 
/manˈdōlə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large tenor or bass mandolin, used in ensembles and folk groups.




2.
 
(also 
mandora

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an early stringed instrument of the mandolin or cittern type.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian.





mandolin

 
/ˌmandəˈlin ˈmandələn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical instrument resembling a lute, having paired metal strings plucked with a plectrum. It is played with a characteristic tremolo on long sustained notes.




2.
 
variant spelling of mandoline
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mandolinist

 
/ˈˌmandəˈlinist /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
mandoline

 , from Italian 
mandolino

 , diminutive of 
mandola

 (see mandola
 ).






mandoline

 
/ˌmandəˈlin, ˈmandəlin /

 
mandolin






noun




a kitchen utensil consisting of a flat frame with adjustable cutting blades for slicing vegetables.














mandorla

 
/ˌmanˈdôrlə /

 
Mandorla





I.
 
noun




a pointed oval figure used as an architectural feature and as an aureole enclosing figures such as Jesus Christ or the Virgin Mary in medieval art.

Also called vesica piscis
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘almond.’





mandragora

 
/ˌmanˈdraɡərə/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the mandrake, especially when used as a narcotic.











– origin

 Old English, via medieval Latin from Latin and Greek 
mandragoras

 .






mandrake

 
/ˈmanˌdrāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Mediterranean plant of the nightshade family, with white or purple flowers and large yellow berries. It has a forked fleshy root that supposedly resembles the human form and was formerly widely used in medicine and magic, allegedly shrieking when pulled from the ground.

[
Mandragora officinarum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]




2.
 
another term for mayapple
 .











– origin

 Middle English 
mandrag(g)e

 , from Middle Dutch 
mandrag(r)e

 , from medieval Latin 
mandragora

 ; associated with man
 (because of the shape of its root) + 
drake

 in the Old English sense ‘dragon.’





Mandrax

 
/ˈmanˌdraks/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a sedative drug containing methaqualone and diphenhydramine hydrochloride.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





mandrel

 
/ˈmandrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaft or spindle in a lathe to which work is fixed while being turned.




2.
 
a cylindrical rod around which metal or other material is forged or shaped.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






mandrill

 
/ˈmandrəl/





I.
 
noun




a large West African baboon with a brightly colored red and blue face, the male having a blue rump.

[
Mandrillus sphinx

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably from man
 + drill
 3
 .






manducate

 
/ˈmanjəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 chew or eat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manducation

 
/ˌmanjəˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
manducatory

 
/-jəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier (early 16th cent.) as 
manducation

 ): from Latin 
manducat-

 ‘chewed,’ from the verb 
manducare

 , from 
manduco

 ‘guzzler,’ from 
mandere

 ‘to chew.’





mane

 
/mān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a growth of long hair on the neck of a horse, lion, or other animal.




2.
 
a person's long or thick hair




•
 
he had a mane of white hair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maned






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a black-maned lion



















2.
 
maneless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
manu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
manen

 .





man-eater






noun



1.
 
an animal that has a propensity for killing and eating humans.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a dominant woman who has many sexual partners.













man-eating

 
/ˈman ˌēdiNG/






adjective



1.
 
denoting an animal that has a propensity for killing and eating humans




•
 
man-eating sharks.










2.
 


‹informal›

 denoting a dominant woman who has many sexual partners




•
 
his portrayal of my wife as a man-eating sex maniac is disgusting.



















maneb

 
/ˈmanˌeb/






noun




a white compound used as a fungicidal powder on vegetables and fruit.

[Alternative name: 
manganese ethylene bisdithiocarbamate

 ; chem. formula: C4
 H6
 N2
 S4
 Mn.]













maned wolf






noun




a large, long-legged, endangered wild dog that has a reddish coat with black hair across the shoulders and large erect ears, native to the grasslands of South America.

[
Chrysocyon brachyurus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













manège

 
/məˈneZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arena or enclosed area in which horses and riders are trained.




2.
 
the movements of a trained horse.




3.
 
horsemanship.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from Italian (see manage
 ).





manes

 
/ˈmänāz/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Roman mythology) the deified souls of dead ancestors.











– origin

 Latin.





Manet, Édouard

 
/mäˈnā/






(1832–83), French painter. He adopted a realist approach that greatly influenced the impressionists, using pure color to give a direct unsentimental effect. Notable works: 
Déjeuner sur l'herbe

 (1863), 
Olympia

 (1865), and 
A Bar at the Folies-Bergère

 (1882).









Manetho

 
/maˈneTHō/






(3rd century 
BC

 ), Egyptian priest. He wrote a history of Egypt from mythical times to 323, in which he arbitrarily divided the succession of rulers known to him into 30 dynasties, an arrangement that is still followed.










maneuver

 
/məˈno͞ovər /

 


‹Brit.›

 manoeuvre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movement or series of moves requiring skill and care




•
 
spectacular jumps and other daring maneuvers.










2.
 
a carefully planned scheme or action, especially one involving deception




•
 
shady financial maneuvers.










3.
 
the fact or process of taking carefully planned or deceptive action




•
 
the economic policy provided no 
room for maneuver

 .










4.
 
(
maneuvers

 )
 — a large-scale military exercise of troops, warships, and other forces




•
 
the Russian vessel was 
on maneuvers

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
move skillfully or carefully


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the truck was unable to maneuver comfortably in the narrow street




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I'm maneuvering a loaded tray around the floor.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — carefully guide or manipulate (someone or something) in order to achieve an end




•
 
they were maneuvering him into a betrayal of his countryman.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — carefully manipulate a situation to achieve an end


(as 
noun

 
maneuvering

 )


•
 
two decades of political maneuvering.














III.
 
derivatives





maneuverer

 
/məˈn(y)o͞ov(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘tactical movement’): from French 
manœuvre

 (noun), 
manœuvrer

 (verb), from medieval Latin 
manuoperare

 , from Latin 
manus

 ‘hand’ + 
operari

 ‘to work.’





maneuverable

 
/məˈno͞ovərəbəl /

 


‹Brit.›

 manoeuvrable





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a craft or vessel) able to be maneuvered easily while in motion.








II.
 
derivatives





maneuverability

 
/məˌno͞ov(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun





















man Friday





I.
 
noun




a male helper or follower.











– origin

 from 
Friday

 , the name of a character in Defoe's novel 
Robinson Crusoe

 (1719).





manful

 
/ˈmanfəl/





I.
 
adjective




resolute or brave, especially in the face of adversity




•
 
a manful attempt to smile.














II.
 
derivatives





manfulness

 
/ˈmanfəlnəs /






noun





















manfully

 
/ˈmanfəlē/






adverb




in a manful way; bravely




•
 
his boys strove manfully to accomplish the task.




















manga

 
/ˈmaNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a style of Japanese comic books and graphic novels, typically aimed at adults as well as children.

Compare with anime
 .











– origin

 1950s: Japanese, from 
man

 ‘indiscriminate’ + 
ga

 ‘picture.’





mangabey

 
/ˈmaNGɡəˌbā/





I.
 
noun




a medium-sized long-tailed monkey native to the forests of western and central Africa.

[Genus 
Cercocebus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: by erroneous association with 
Mangabey

 , a region of Madagascar.





manganate

 
/ˈmaNGɡəˌnāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both manganese and oxygen, especially one of the anion MnO4
 II.














manganese

 
/ˈmaNGɡəˌnēz ˈmaNGɡəˌnēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Mn

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 25, a hard gray metal of the transition series. Manganese is an important component of special steels and magnetic alloys.




2.
 
the black dioxide of manganese as an industrial raw material or additive, especially in glassmaking.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French from Italian 
manganese

 , unexplained alteration of medieval Latin 
magnesia

 (see magnesia
 ).





manganese bronze






noun




an alloy of copper and zinc with manganese.













manganese nodule






noun




a small concretion consisting of manganese and iron oxides, occurring in large numbers in ocean-floor sediment.














manganic

 
/manˈɡanik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of manganese with a valence of three.

Compare with manganous
 .













Manganin

 
/ˈmaNGɡənin/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 an alloy of copper, manganese, and nickel, used chiefly in electrical apparatus.











– origin

 1920s: from manganese
 + -in
 1
 .





manganite

 
/ˈmaNGɡəˌnīt/






noun




a mineral consisting of manganese oxyhydroxide, typically occurring as steel-gray or black prisms.














manganous

 
/ˈmaNGɡənəs/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of manganese with a valence of two.

Compare with manganic
 .













mange

 
/mānj/





I.
 
noun




a skin disease of mammals caused by parasitic mites and occasionally communicable to humans. It typically causes severe itching, hair loss, and the formation of scabs and lesions.

See also demodectic mange
 , sarcoptic mange
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mangeue

 , from 
mangier

 ‘eat,’ from Latin 
manducare

 ‘to chew.’






mangel

 
/ˈmaNGɡəl /

 
mangel-wurzel





I.
 
noun




a beet of a variety with a large root, cultivated as feed for livestock.

[
Beta vulgaris

 subsp. 
crassa

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Mangoldwurzel

 , from 
Mangold

 ‘beet’ + 
Wurzel

 ‘root.’





manger

 
/ˈmānjər/





I.
 
noun




a long open box or trough for horses or cattle to eat from.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mangeure

 , based on Latin 
manducat-

 ‘chewed’ (see manducate
 ).





manger scene






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for nativity scene
 .













mangiacake

 
/ˈmənjəˌkāk/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 (among Canadians of Italian descent) a person who is not Italian




•
 
don't be a mangiacake and ask for grated cheese.

















– origin

 1970s: from Italian 
mangiare

 ‘to eat’ + 
cake

 , apparently with dismissive reference to the type of food regarded as typically favored by non-Italians in Canada.





mangle1


 
/ˈmaNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
severely mutilate, disfigure, or damage by cutting, tearing, or crushing




•
 
the car was mangled almost beyond recognition




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was mangling Bach on the piano.














II.
 
derivatives





mangler

 
/ˈmaNGɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
mahangler

 , apparently a frequentative of 
mahaignier

 ‘maim.’





mangle2


 
/ˈmaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large machine for ironing sheets or other fabrics, usually when they are damp, using heated rollers.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a machine having two or more cylinders turned by a handle, between which wet laundry is squeezed (to remove excess moisture) and pressed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
press or squeeze with a mangle.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
mangel

 , from 
mangelen

 ‘to mangle,’ from medieval Latin 
mango

 , 
manga

 , from Greek 
manganon

 ‘axis, engine.’





mango

 
/ˈmaNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fleshy yellowish-red tropical fruit that is eaten ripe or used green for pickles or chutneys.




2.
 
(also 
mango tree

 )
 — the evergreen Indian tree of the cashew family that bears this fruit, widely cultivated in the tropics.

[
Mangifera indica

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 ; many local varieties.]




3.
 
a tropical American hummingbird that typically has green plumage with purple feathers on the wings, tail, or head.

[Genus 
Anthracothorax

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : several species, e.g., the 
Jamaican mango

 (
A. mango

 ), which has a dark bronze-green back, purple head, and black underside.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
manga

 , from a Dravidian language.





mangold

 
/ˈmaNGɡōld/






noun




another term for mangel
 .













mangonel

 
/ˈmaNGɡəˌnel/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a military device for throwing stones and other missiles.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mangonel(le

 ), from medieval Latin 
manganellus

 , diminutive of late Latin 
manganum

 , from Greek 
manganon

 ‘axis of a pulley.’





mangosteen

 
/ˈmaNGɡəˌstēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical fruit with sweet juicy white segments of flesh inside a thick reddish-brown rind.




2.
 
the slow-growing Malaysian tree that bears the mangosteen fruit.

[
Garcinia mangostana

 , family 
Guttiferae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Malay 
manggustan

 , dialect variant of 
manggis

 .





mangrove

 
/ˈmaNGɡrōv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree or shrub that grows in chiefly tropical coastal swamps that are flooded at high tide. Mangroves typically have numerous tangled roots above ground and form dense thickets.

[Genera in several families, in particular 
Rhizophora

 and related genera (family 
Rhizophoraceae

 ), and 
Avicennia

 (family 
Verbenaceae

 or 
Avicenniaceae

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
mangrove swamp

 )
 — a tidal swamp that is dominated by mangroves and associated vegetation.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from Portuguese 
mangue

 , Spanish 
mangle

 , from Taino. The change in the ending was due to association with grove
 .





mangy

 
/ˈmānjē /

 
mangey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having mange.




2.
 
in poor condition; shabby




•
 
a girl in a mangy fur coat.














II.
 
derivatives





manginess

 
/-jēnis /






noun





















manhandle

 
/ˈmanˌhandl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (a heavy object) by hand with great effort




•
 
seven guys had to manhandle the piano down the stairs.










2.
 


‹informal›

 handle (someone) roughly by dragging or pushing




•
 
a drunk had manhandled one of the deputies.



















man-hater






noun




a person who hates men




•
 
you don't have to be a man-hater to be a successful woman.



















manhattan

 
/manˈhatn, mənˈhatn /

 
Manhattan






noun




a cocktail made of whiskey and vermouth, sometimes with a dash of bitters.














Manhattan

 
/manˈhatn mənˈhatn/





I.
 
a commercial city in northeastern Kansas; pop. 52,284 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an island near the mouth of the Hudson River that forms part of the city of New York. The site of the original Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam, it is now a borough containing the commercial and cultural center of New York City.







– origin

 (
sense

 2): named after the Algonquin tribe from whom the Dutch settlers claimed to have bought the island in 1626.





Manhattan clam chowder






noun




a chowder made with clams, vegetables, salt pork, and seasonings in a tomato-based broth.













Manhattanhenge

 
/ˌmanˌhatnˈhenj, mən-/





I.
 
noun




a phenomenon occurring just before and after the summer solstice, in which the sun sets in alignment with the streets that run east to west on Manhattan's street grid




•
 
this year's first opportunity for seeing Manhattanhenge's glory came Tuesday night.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of Manhattan
 and Stonehenge
 .





Manhattanite

 
/ˌmanˈhadəˌnīt/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the borough of Manhattan, in New York City.




•
 
Manhattanites don't want their neighborhood uprooted by expressways.



















Manhattan Project






the code name for the American project set up in 1942 to develop an atom bomb. The project culminated in 1945 with the detonation of the first nuclear weapon, at White Sands in New Mexico.









manhole

 
/ˈmanˌhōl/






noun




a small covered opening in a floor, pavement, or other surface to allow a person to enter, especially an opening in a city street leading to a sewer.













manhood

 
/ˈmanˌho͝od/






noun



1.
 
the state or period of being a man rather than a child




•
 
boys in the process of growing to manhood.










2.
 
men, especially those of a country, regarded collectively




•
 
Germany had lost the best of her young manhood.










3.
 
qualities traditionally associated with men, such as courage, strength, and sexual potency




•
 
we drank to prove our manhood.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the condition of being human




•
 
the unity of Godhead and manhood in Christ.










5.
 
(
one's manhood

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used euphemistically to refer to a man's genitals.













man-hour

 
/ˈman ˈˌou(ə)r/






noun




an hour regarded in terms of the amount of work that can be done by one person within this period.














man hug






noun






‹informal›

 a friendly embrace between two men




•
 
one of those brief but forceful man hugs.



















manhunt

 
/ˈmanˌhənt/






noun




an organized search for a person, especially a criminal.














mania

 
/ˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
mental illness marked by periods of great excitement, euphoria, delusions, and overactivity.




2.
 
an excessive enthusiasm or desire; an obsession




•
 
he had 
a mania for

 automobiles.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek, literally ‘madness,’ from 
mainesthai

 ‘be mad.’






-mania






combining form



1.
 


[Psychology]

 denoting a specified type of mental abnormality or obsession




•
 
kleptomania.










2.
 


[Psychology]

 denoting extreme enthusiasm or admiration




•
 
Beatlemania.




















maniac

 
/ˈmānēˌak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person exhibiting extreme symptoms of wild behavior, especially when violent and dangerous




•
 
a homicidal maniac.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an obsessive enthusiast




•
 
a gambling maniac.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
[Psychiatry]

 
‹archaic›

 a person suffering from mania.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as an adjective): via late Latin from late Greek 
maniakos

 , from 
mania

 (see mania
 ).





-maniac






combining form






[Psychology]

 forming nouns corresponding to words ending in 
-mania






•
 
kleptomaniac




•
 
Beatlemaniac.



















maniacal

 
/məˈnīəkəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exhibiting extremely wild or violent behavior




•
 
a maniacal dictator




•
 
John burst into maniacal laughter.










2.
 


‹informal›

 exhibiting or denoting obsessive enthusiasm




•
 
his maniacal obsession with conspiracy theories.










3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 
‹archaic›

 suffering from mania




•
 
maniacal patients.














II.
 
derivatives





maniacally






adverb





















manic

 
/ˈmanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing wild and apparently deranged excitement and energy




•
 
his manic enthusiasm




•
 
a manic grin.










2.
 
frenetically busy; frantic




•
 
the pace is utterly manic.










3.
 


[Psychiatry]

 relating to or affected by mania




•
 
the manic interludes in depression.














II.
 
derivatives





manically

 
/ˈmanək(ə)lē /






adverb





















manic depression





I.
 
noun




another term for bipolar disorder
 .








II.
 
derivatives





manic depressive

 
/ˈˌmanik dəˈpresiv /






adjective, noun



















usage:

 The term 
manic depression

 has largely been replaced with the term 
bipolar disorder

 , which many feel has a less negative connotation. People with the condition can be referred to simply as 
bipolar

 , or as 
having bipolar disorder

 .






Manichaean

 
/ˌmanəˈkēən /

 
Manichean





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 of or relating to Manichaeism.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 of or characterized by dualistic contrast or conflict between opposites.








II.
 
noun




an adherent of Manichaeism.








III.
 
derivatives





Manichaeanism

 
/-ˈkēəˌnizəm /






noun






















Manichaeism

 
/ˌmanəˈkēizəm /

 
Manicheism





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dualistic religious system with Christian, Gnostic, and pagan elements, founded in Persia in the 3rd century by 
Manes

 (
c.

 216–
c.

 276). The system was based on a supposed primeval conflict between light and darkness. It spread widely in the Roman Empire and in Asia, and survived in eastern Turkestan (Xinjiang) until the 13th century.




2.
 
religious or philosophical dualism.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
Manichaeus

 (from the name 
Manes

 : see above) + -ism
 .





Manichee

 
/ˈmanəˌkē/





I.
 
noun, adjective




archaic term for Manichaean
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
Manichaei

 , plural of 
Manichaeus

 (see Manichaeism
 ).





manicotti

 
/ˌmanəˈkädē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the shape of large tubes.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
manicotto

 ‘muff.’






manic pixie dream girl





I.
 
noun




(especially in film) a type of female character depicted as vivacious and appealingly quirky, whose main purpose within the narrative is to inspire a greater appreciation for life in a male protagonist




•
 
she turns the male fantasy of the manic pixie dream girl on its ear.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: coined by the US film critic Nathan Rabin in a critique of the character type and its prevalence.





manicure

 
/ˈmanəˌkyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a cosmetic treatment of the hands involving cutting, shaping, and often painting of the nails, removal of the cuticles, and softening of the skin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a manicure to.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
manicured

 )
 — trim neatly




•
 
manicured lawns.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
manus

 ‘hand’ + 
cura

 ‘care.’





manicurist

 
/ˈmanəˌkyo͝orəst/






noun




a person who performs manicures professionally.














manifest1


 
/ˈmanəˌfest/





I.
 
adjective




clear or obvious to the eye or mind




•
 
the system's manifest failings.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display or show (a quality or feeling) by one's acts or appearance; demonstrate




•
 
Ray manifested signs of severe depression.










2.
 
(often 
be manifested in

 )
 — be evidence of; prove




•
 
bad industrial relations are often manifested in disputes and strikes.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an ailment) become apparent through the appearance of symptoms




•
 
a disorder that usually manifests in middle age.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ghost or spirit) appear




•
 
one deity manifested in the form of a bird.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
manifestus

 .





manifest2


 
/ˈmanəˌfest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a document giving comprehensive details of a ship and its cargo and other contents, passengers, and crew for the use of customs officers.




2.
 
a list of passengers or cargo in an aircraft.




3.
 
a list of the cars forming a freight train.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record in a manifest




•
 
every passenger is manifested at the point of departure.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a manifestation): from Italian 
manifesto

 (see manifesto
 ). The current sense dates from the early 17th cent.





manifestation

 
/ˌmanəfəˈstāSH(ə)n ˌmanəˌfesˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event, action, or object that clearly shows or embodies something, especially a theory or an abstract idea




•
 
the first obvious manifestations of global warming.










2.
 
the action or fact of showing an abstract idea




•
 
the manifestation of anxiety over the upcoming exams.










3.
 
a symptom or sign of an ailment




•
 
a characteristic manifestation of Lyme disease.










4.
 
a version or incarnation of something or someone




•
 
Purity and Innocence and Young Love in all their gentle manifestations.










5.
 
an appearance of a ghost or spirit.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
manifestatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
manifestare

 ‘make public.’





Manifest Destiny






noun




the 19th-century doctrine or belief that the expansion of the US throughout the American continents was both justified and inevitable.













manifestly

 
/ˈmanəˌfes(t)lē/






adverb




in a way that is clear or obvious to the eye or mind




•
 
we have manifestly failed to exercise good judgment




•
 
the system was manifestly unfair.




















manifesto

 
/ˌmanəˈfestō/





I.
 
noun




a public declaration of policy and aims, especially one issued before an election by a political party or candidate.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, from 
manifestare

 , from Latin, ‘make public,’ from 
manifestus

 ‘obvious’ (see manifest
 1
 ).





manifold

 
/ˈmanəˌfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
many and various




•
 
the implications of this decision were manifold.










2.
 
having many different forms or elements




•
 
the appeal of the crusade was manifold.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a pipe or chamber branching into several openings




•
 
the pipeline manifold.










2.
 
(in an internal combustion engine) the part conveying air and fuel from the carburetor to the cylinders or that leading from the cylinders to the exhaust pipe




•
 
the exhaust manifold.










3.
 


‹technical›

 something with many different parts or forms, in particular




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a collection of points forming a certain kind of set, such as those of a topologically closed surface or an analog of this in three or more dimensions.




5.
 
(in Kantian philosophy) the sum of the particulars furnished by sense before they have been unified by the synthesis of the understanding.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manifoldly






adverb













2.
 
manifoldness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
manigfeald

 ; current noun senses date from the mid 19th cent.






manikin

 
/ˈmanəkən /

 
mannikin





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is very small, especially one not otherwise abnormal or deformed.




2.
 
a jointed model of the human body, used in anatomy or as an artist's lay figure.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Dutch 
manneken

 (Middle Dutch 
mannekijn

 ), diminutive of 
man

 ‘man.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at mannequin
 .






Manila1


 
/məˈnilə/






the capital and chief port of the Philippines, on the island of Luzon; pop. 1,660,700 (est. 2007).









Manila2


 
/məˈnilə /

 
Manilla





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Manila hemp

 )
 — the strong fiber of a Philippine plant, used for rope, matting, paper, etc.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Manila rope.







See also abaca
 .




2.
 
(also 
Manila paper

 )
 — strong brown paper, originally made from Manila hemp.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a cigar or cheroot made in Manila.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adjective meaning ‘from Manila’): from Manila
 1
 .





manille

 
/məˈnēl/





I.
 
noun




(in the card games ombre and quadrille) the second-best trump or honor.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French (perhaps influenced by 
main

 ‘hand’), from 
malille

 , also used as a term in card games, from Spanish 
malilla

 , diminutive of 
mala

 , feminine of 
malo

 ‘bad.’ Although “bad” because of its low value, the card acquires power when its suit is trumps.






manioc

 
/ˈmanēˌäk/





I.
 
noun




another term for cassava
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Tupi 
manioca

 .





mani-pedi

 
/ˈmanē ˌpedē/






noun






‹informal›

 a beauty treatment comprising both a manicure and a pedicure.













maniple

 
/ˈmanəpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subdivision of a Roman legion, containing either 120 or 60 men.




2.
 
(in church use) a vestment formerly worn by a priest celebrating the Eucharist, consisting of a strip hanging from the left arm.








II.
 
derivatives





manipular

 
/məˈnipyələr /






adjective





maniple
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
maniple

 , from Latin 
manipulus

 ‘handful, troop,’ from 
manus

 ‘hand’ + the base of 
plere

 ‘fill.’





manipulate

 
/məˈnipyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
handle or control (a tool, mechanism, etc.), typically in a skillful manner




•
 
he manipulated the dials of the set.










2.
 
alter, edit, or move (text or data) on a computer.




3.
 
examine or treat (a part of the body) by feeling or moving it with the hand




•
 
a system of healing based on manipulating the ligaments of the spine.










4.
 
control or influence (a person or situation) cleverly, unfairly, or unscrupulously




•
 
the masses were deceived and manipulated by a tiny group.










5.
 
alter (data) or present (statistics) so as to mislead.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manipulability

 
/-ˌnipyələˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
manipulable

 
/məˈnipyələb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
manipulatable

 
/-ˌlātəbəl /






adjective













4.
 
manipulation

 
/məˌnipyəˈlāSHən /






noun













5.
 
manipulator

 
/məˈnipyəˌlādər /






noun













6.
 
manipulatory

 
/məˈnipyələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from earlier 
manipulation

 , from Latin 
manipulus

 ‘handful.’





manipulative

 
/məˈnipyəˌlādiv məˈnipyələdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by unscrupulous control of a situation or person




•
 
she was sly, selfish, and manipulative.










2.
 
of or relating to manipulation of an object or part of the body




•
 
a manipulative skill.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manipulatively






adverb













2.
 
manipulativeness






noun





















Manipur

 
/ˈmanəˌpo͝or, ˌmənəˈpo͝or/






a small state in eastern India, east of Assam, on the border with Burma (Myanmar); capital, Imphal.









Manipuri

 
/ˌmanəˈpo͝orē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Manipur.




2.
 
the official language of Manipur, belonging to the Tibeto-Burman family.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the people of Manipur or their language.













Manit.






abbreviation




Manitoba.













Manitoba

 
/ˌmanəˈtōbə/





I.
 
a province in central Canada, with a coastline on Hudson Bay; pop. 1,148,401 (2006); capital, Winnipeg. The area was part of Rupert's Land from 1670 until it was transferred to Canada by the Hudson's Bay Company and became a province in 1870.




II.
 
derivatives





Manitoban






adjective, noun





















manitou

 
/ˈmanəˌto͞o/





I.
 
noun




(among certain Algonquian Indians) a good or evil spirit as an object of reverence.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French from an Algonquian language.





Manitoulin Island

 
/ˌmaniˌto͞olən ˈīlənd/






an island in southern Canada, in the province of Ontario, in northern Lake Huron. At 1,068 square miles (2,766 sq km), it is the largest lake island in the world.









Mankato

 
/manˈkādō/






a city in south central Minnesota; pop. 36,245 (est. 2008).









Mankiewicz, Joseph Leo

 
/ˈmankəˌwits/






(1909–93), US movie director, producer, and screenwriter. He wrote and directed 
A Letter to Three Wives

 (1949) and 
All About Eve

 (1950).









Mankiller, Wilma

 
/ˈmanˌkilər/






(1945–2010), US Cherokee Nation tribal leader 1985–95 and historian; full name 
Wilma Pearl Mankiller

 . A women's rights activist, she wrote 
Mankiller: A Chief and Her People

 (1993).









mankind





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/ˌmanˈkīnd /

 — human beings considered collectively; the human race




•
 
research for the benefit of all mankind.










2.
 

/ˈmanˌkīnd /

 — 

‹archaic›

 men, as distinct from women.











usage:

 On the use of 
mankind

 versus that of 
humankind

 or 
the human race

 , see usage at man
 .





mankini

 
/manˈkēnē/





I.
 
noun




a brief one-piece swimsuit for men, with a T-back.




•
 
he wandered down the beach in his mankini, to the amazement of onlookers.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of man
 and bikini
 .





Manley, Michael

 
/ˈmanlē/






(1923–97), Jamaican statesman; prime minister 1972–80 and 1989–92; full name 
Michael Norman Manley

 .









manlike

 
/ˈmanlīk/






adjective



1.
 
resembling a human being




•
 
a manlike creature.










2.
 
(of a woman) having an appearance or qualities associated with men.













manliness

 
/ˈmanlēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the traditional male quality of being brave and strong




•
 
men accustomed to proving their manliness on the streets.










2.
 
the fact of being typically male; masculinity




•
 
the author's alleged lack of manliness.



















manly

 
/ˈmanlē/






adjective



1.
 
having or denoting those good qualities traditionally associated with men, such as courage and strength




•
 
looking manly and capable in his tennis whites.










2.
 
(of an activity) befitting a man, especially in a traditional sense




•
 
the manly art of knife-throwing.



















man-made

 
/ˈˌman ˈˌmād/






adjective




made or caused by human beings (as opposed to occurring or being made naturally); artificial




•
 
a man-made lake.



















Mann, Horace

 
/man/






(1796–1859), US editor and politician. Considered the father of American public education, he helped to establish the first state board of education while he was a representative to the Massachusetts state legislature 1827–37. He served as the board's president 1837–48.









Mann, Thomas

 
/män/






(1875–1955), German novelist and essayist. The role and character of the artist in relation to society is a constant theme in his works. Notable works: 
Buddenbrooks

 (1901), 
Death in Venice

 (1912), 
The Magic Mountain

 (1924), and 
Dr. Faustus

 (1947). Nobel Prize for Literature (1929).









manna

 
/ˈmanə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Bible) the substance miraculously supplied as food to the Israelites in the wilderness (Exod. 16).




2.
 
an unexpected or gratuitous benefit




•
 
the cakes were 
manna from heaven

 .










3.
 
(in Christian contexts) spiritual nourishment, especially the Eucharist.




4.
 
a sweet secretion from the manna ash or a similar plant, used as a mild laxative and as a principal source of mannitol.











– origin

 Old English, via late Latin and Greek from Aramaic 
mannā

 , from Hebrew 
mān

 , corresponding to Arabic 
mann

 , denoting an exudation of the tamarisk 
Tamarix mannifera

 .





manna ash






noun




an ash tree that bears fragrant white flowers and exudes a sweet edible gum (manna) from its branches when they are damaged, native to southern Europe and southwestern Asia.

[
Fraxinus ornus

 , family 
Oleaceae

 .]













Mannar, Gulf of

 
/məˈnär/






an inlet of the Indian Ocean that lies between northwestern Sri Lanka and the southern tip of India. It is south of Adam's Bridge, which separates it from the Palk Strait.









manned

 
/mand/






adjective




(especially of an aircraft or spacecraft) having a human crew




•
 
a manned mission to Mars.



















mannequin

 
/ˈmanəkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dummy used to display clothes in a store window.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a young woman or man employed to show clothes to customers.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Dutch (see manikin
 ). / 
usage:

 In English usage, the word 
mannequin

 occurs much more frequently than any of its relatives 
manakin

 , 
manikin

 , and 
mannikin

 . The source for all four words is the Middle Dutch 
mannekijn

 (modern Dutch 
manneken

 ) ‘little man,’ ‘little doll.’ 
Mannequin

 is the French spelling from this Dutch source. One of its French meanings, dating from about 1830, is ‘a young woman hired to model clothes’ (even though the word means ‘little 
man

 ’). This sense—still current, but rare in English—first appeared in 1902. The far more common sense of ‘a life-size jointed figure or dummy used for displaying clothes’ is first recorded in 1939. 
Manikin

 has had the sense ‘little man’ (often contemptuous) since the mid 16th century, when it was sometimes spelled 
manakin

 (as it appeared in Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night

 , as a term of abuse). 
Manikin's

 sense of ‘an artist's lay figure’ also dates from the mid 16th century (first recorded with the Dutch spelling 
manneken

 ).To confuse matters further, in modern usage, the words 
manakin

 and 
mannikin

 refer to birds of two unrelated families. The history of these bird names is somewhat obscure. 
Manakin

 may have come from the Portuguese 
manaquim

 ‘mannikin,’ a variant of 
manequim

 ‘mannequin.’ 
Mannikin

 may have come directly from the source of the Portuguese words, the Middle Dutch 
mannekijn

 .






manner

 
/ˈmanər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way in which a thing is done or happens




•
 
taking notes in an unobtrusive manner.










2.
 
a style in literature or art




•
 
a dramatic poem 
in the manner of

 Goethe.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a semantic category of adverbs and adverbials that answer the question “how?”




•
 
an adverb of manner.










4.
 
(
manner of

 )
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 a kind or sort of




•
 
what manner of man is he?










5.
 
a person's outward bearing or way of behaving toward others




•
 
his arrogance and pompous manner




•
 
a shy and diffident manner.










6.
 
(
manners

 )
 — polite or well-bred social behavior




•
 
didn't your mother teach you any manners?










7.
 
social behavior or habits




•
 
Tim apologized for his son's bad manners.










8.
 
the way a motor vehicle handles or performs




•
 
I have no complaints about the performance or road manners.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
all manner of






many different kinds of




•
 
they accuse me of all manner of evil things.















2.
 
by no (or any) manner of means






see means
 .









3.
 
in a manner of speaking






in some sense; so to speak.









4.
 
to the manner born





a.
 
naturally at ease in a specified job or situation




•
 
she slipped into a more courtly role as if to the manner born.







[with allusion to Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 
I

 . iv. 17.]




b.
 
destined by birth to follow a custom or way of life.












III.
 
derivatives





mannerless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
maniere

 , based on Latin 
manuarius

 ‘of the hand,’ from 
manus

 ‘hand.’





mannered

 
/ˈmanərd/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — behaving in a specified way




•
 
pleasant-mannered.










2.
 
(of a writer, artist, or artistic style) marked by idiosyncratic mannerisms; artificial, stilted, and overelaborate in delivery




•
 
inane dialogue and mannered acting.



















mannerism

 
/ˈmanəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a habitual gesture or way of speaking or behaving; an idiosyncrasy




•
 
learning the great man's speeches and studying his mannerisms.










2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 an ordinary gesture or expression that becomes abnormal through exaggeration or repetition.




3.
 
excessive or self-conscious use of a distinctive style in art, literature, or music




•
 
he seemed deliberately to be stripping his art of mannerism.










4.
 
(
Mannerism

 )
 — a style of 16th-century Italian art preceding the Baroque, characterized by unusual effects of scale, lighting, and perspective, and the use of bright, often lurid colors. It is particularly associated with the work of Pontormo, Vasari,and the later Michelangelo.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mannerist

 
/ˈman(ə)rəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
manneristic

 
/ˌmanəˈristik /






adjective





















mannerly

 
/ˈmanərlē/





I.
 
adjective




well-mannered; polite.








II.
 
derivatives





mannerliness

 
/ˈmanərlēnəs /






noun





















Mannheim

 
/ˈmanˌhīm, ˈmän-/






an industrial port at the confluence of the Rhine and the Neckar rivers in Baden-Württemberg, in southwestern Germany; pop. 307,900 (est. 2006).










mannikin

 
/ˈmanəkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small waxbill of the Old World tropics, typically having brown, black, and white plumage and popular as a pet bird.

Compare with manakin
 . [Genus 
Lonchura

 , family 
Estrildidae

 : many species.]




2.
 
variant spelling of manikin
 .











usage:

 See usage at mannequin
 .





mannish

 
/ˈmaniSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹often derogatory›

 (of a woman) having characteristics that are stereotypically associated with men and can be considered unbecoming in a woman.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mannishly

 
/ˈmaniSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
mannishness

 
/ˈmaniSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mennisc

 ‘human’ (see man
 , -ish
 1
 ). The current sense dates from late Middle English.





mannitol

 
/ˈmanəˌtôl, -ˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless sweet-tasting crystalline compound that is found in many plants and is used in various foods and medical products.

[An alcohol; chem. formula: CH2
 OH(CHOH)4
 CH2
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
mannite

 , in the same sense, + -ol
 .





mannose

 
/ˈmanōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the hexose class that occurs as a component of many natural polysaccharides.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
mannite

 ‘mannitol’ + -ose
 2
 .





manny

 
/ˈmanē/





I.
 
noun




a male nanny




•
 
my husband would like us to hire a manny for our two boys.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of 
man

 and 
nanny

 .





Mano

 
/ˈmanō/






a river of West Africa. It rises in northwestern Liberia and flows southwest to the Atlantic Ocean, forming for part of its length the boundary between Liberia and Sierra Leone.









mano a mano

 
/ˌmänō ä ˈmänō /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
adjective




(of combat or competition) hand-to-hand




•
 
the exhilaration of the mano-a-mano battle.














II.
 
adverb




in the manner of hand-to-hand combat or a duel




•
 
they want to settle this mano a mano.














III.
 
noun




an intense fight or contest between two adversaries; a duel




•
 
a real courtroom mano-a-mano.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘hand-to-hand.’






man-of-war

 
/ˈˌman ə(v) ˈwô(ə)r /

 
man-o'-war






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an armed sailing ship.




2.
 
(also 
man-o'-war bird

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 another term for frigate bird
 .




3.
 


‹historical›

 short for Portuguese man-of-war
 .













man-of-war fish






noun




a fish (
Nomeus gronovii

 , family 
Nomeidae

 ) of tropical oceans that is often found among the tentacles of the Portuguese man-of-war, where it sometimes browses on the host's body and tentacles.













manometer

 
/məˈnämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the pressure acting on a column of fluid, especially one with a U-shaped tube of liquid in which a difference in the pressures acting in the two arms of the tube causes the liquid to reach different heights in the two arms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manometric

 
/ˌmanəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
manometrically

 
/ˌmanəˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
manometry

 
/-trē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
manomètre

 , from Greek 
manos

 ‘thin’ + 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’





ma non troppo

 
/ˌmä nôn ˈtrôpō/






adverb




see troppo
 1
 .













manor

 
/ˈmanər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large country house with lands; the principal house of a landed estate.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (especially in England and Wales) a unit of land, originally a feudal lordship, consisting of a lord's demesne and lands rented to tenants.




3.
 


‹historical›

 (in North America) an estate or district leased to tenants, especially one granted by royal charter in a British colony or by the Dutch governors of what is now New York.








II.
 
derivatives





manorial

 
/məˈnôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
maner

 ‘dwelling,’ from Latin 
manere

 ‘remain.’





man page





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a document forming part of the documentation of a computer system.











– origin

 short for 
manual page

 .





manpower

 
/ˈmanˌpou(ə)r/






noun




the number of people working or available for work or service




•
 
the police had only limited manpower.



















manqué

 
/mäNGˈkā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
having failed to become what one might have been; unfulfilled




•
 
a starlet manqué.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, past participle of 
manquer

 ‘to lack.’





Man Ray






(1890–1976), US photographer, painter, and filmmaker; born 
Emmanuel Radnitsky

 . A leading figure in the New York and European Dada movements, he is best known for 
Violon d'Ingres

 (1924), his photograph in which he made the back of a female nude resemble a violin.









manrope

 
/ˈmanrōp/






noun




a safety rope on a ship's deck, especially a rope on the side of a ship's gangway or ladder for support in walking or climbing.













mansard

 
/ˈmanˌsärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roof that has four sloping sides, each of which becomes steeper halfway down.




2.
 
a story or apartment under a mansard roof.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for gambrel
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
mansarde

 , named after F. 
Mansart

 (see Mansart, François
 ).






Mansart, François

 
/mänˈsär(t)/






(1598–1666), French architect. He rebuilt part of the château of Blois, which incorporated the type of roof now named after him.









manscaping

 
/ˈmanˌskāpiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 the removal or trimming of hair on a man's body for cosmetic effect.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of man
 and 
landscaping

 (see landscape
 ).





manse

 
/mans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the house occupied by a minister of a Presbyterian church.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's house or home




•
 
she has just returned to her mother and the family manse after being expelled from convent school.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the principal house of an estate): from medieval Latin 
mansus

 ‘house, dwelling,’ from 
manere

 ‘remain.’





manservant

 
/ˈmanˌsərvənt/






noun




a male servant.













Mansfield

 
/ˈmanzfēld/






an industrial city in north central Ohio; pop. 49,579 (est. 2008).









Mansfield, Katherine






(1888–1923), New Zealand short-story writer; pseudonym of 
Kathleen Mansfield Beauchamp Murray

 . Her stories range from extended impressionistic evocations of family life to short sketches. Notable collections: 
In a German Pension

 (1911) and 
Bliss

 (1920).









-manship






suffix




(forming nouns) denoting skill in a subject or activity




•
 
marksmanship.



















mansion

 
/ˈman(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, impressive house.




2.
 
a manor house.




3.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a large building divided into apartments




•
 
Carlyle Mansions.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the chief residence of a lord): via Old French from Latin 
mansio(n-)

 ‘place where someone stays,’ from 
manere

 ‘remain.’





mansion tax






noun






‹informal›

 a tax levied on expensive residential properties of a value in excess of a particular sum




•
 
the mayoral candidates were asked about their views on a possible mansion tax for rich homeowners.



















man-sized

 
/ˈmanˌsīzd /

 
man-size






adjective




large enough to occupy, suit, or satisfy a man




•
 
a man-sized breakfast.



















manslaughter

 
/ˈmanˌslôdər/






noun




the crime of killing a human being without malice aforethought, or otherwise in circumstances not amounting to murder




•
 
the defendant was convicted of manslaughter.



















Manson, Charles

 
/ˈmansən/






(1934–), US cult leader. He founded a commune based on free love and complete subordination to him. In 1969, its members carried out a series of murders, including that of actress 
Sharon Tate

 (1943–69), for which he and some followers received the death sentence, which was later commuted to life imprisonment.









Manson, Sir Patrick






(1844–1922), Scottish physician; pioneer of tropical medicine. He established that elephantiasis was spread by the bite of a mosquito and suggested a similar role for the mosquito in the spread of malaria.









mansplain

 
/manˈsplān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a man) explain (something) to someone, typically a woman, in a manner regarded as condescending or patronizing




•
 
I'm listening to a guy mansplain economics to his wife




•
 (as 
noun

 
mansplaining

 )
 
your response is classic mansplaining.














II.
 
derivatives





mansplainer






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of man
 and explain
 .





manspreading

 
/ˈmanˌsprediNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the practice whereby a man, especially one traveling on public transportation, adopts a sitting position with his legs wide apart, in such a way as to encroach on an adjacent seat or seats




•
 
a campaign to discourage manspreading or using an adjacent seat as a footrest.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from man
 and 
spreading

 (see spread
 ).





mansuetude

 
/manˈso͞oətyo͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 meekness; gentleness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
mansuetudo

 , from 
mansuetus

 ‘gentle, tame,’ from 
manus

 ‘hand’ + 
suetus

 ‘accustomed.’





manta

 
/ˈman(t)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
manta ray

 )
 — a devil ray that occurs in all tropical seas and may reach very great size. It is sometimes seen leaping high out of the water.

[
Manta birostris

 , family 
Mobulidae

 .]




2.
 
a rough-textured cotton fabric made and used in Spanish America.




3.
 
a shawl made of manta.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, literally ‘large blanket.’





manteau

 
/manˈtō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a loose gown or cloak worn by women.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French; compare with mantua
 .





Manteca

 
/manˈtēkə/






a city in central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 65,028 (est. 2008).









Mantegna, Andrea

 
/mänˈtānyə/






(1431–1506), Italian painter and engraver, noted especially for his frescoes.










mantel

 
/ˈman(t)l /

 
mantle





I.
 
noun




a mantelpiece or mantelshelf.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: specialized use of mantle
 1
 .





mantelet

 
/ˈmantlət /

 
mantlet





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's short, loose, sleeveless cloak or shawl.




2.
 
a bulletproof screen for a soldier.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mantelet

 , diminutive of 
mantel

 ‘mantle.’





mantelletta

 
/ˌman(t)lˈedə/





I.
 
noun




a sleeveless vestment reaching to the knees, worn by cardinals, bishops, and other high-ranking Roman Catholic ecclesiastics.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from a diminutive of Latin 
mantellum

 ‘mantle.’





mantelpiece

 
/ˈman(t)lˌpēs /

 
mantlepiece






noun



1.
 
a structure of wood, marble, or stone above and around a fireplace.




2.
 
a mantelshelf.













mantelshelf

 
/ˈman(t)lˌSHelf /

 
mantleshelf





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shelf above a fireplace.




2.
 


[Climbing]

 a projecting shelf or ledge of rock.




3.
 


[Climbing]

 a move for climbing on a mantelshelf from below by pressing down on it with the hands to raise the upper body, enabling a foot or knee to reach the ledge.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Climbing]

 perform a mantelshelf move.














manteltree

 
/ˈman(t)lˌtrē /

 
mantletree






noun




a beam or arch across the opening of a fireplace, supporting the masonry above.













mantic

 
/ˈman(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or relating to divination or prophecy.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
mantikos

 , from 
mantis

 ‘prophet.’





-mantic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-mancy

 (such as 
geomantic

 corresponding to 
geomancy

 ).













manticore

 
/ˈman(t)iˌkôr/





I.
 
noun




a mythical beast typically depicted as having the body of a lion, the face of a man, and the sting of a scorpion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
mantikhōras

 , corrupt reading in Aristotle for 
martikhoras

 , from an Old Persian word meaning ‘man-eater.’





mantid

 
/ˈman(t)əd/






noun




another term for mantis
 .













mantilla

 
/manˈtēyə manˈtilə/





I.
 
noun




a lace or silk scarf worn by women over the hair and shoulders, especially in Spain.











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of 
manta

 ‘mantle.’






mantis

 
/ˈman(t)əs /

 
praying mantis





I.
 
noun




a slender predatory insect related to the cockroach. It waits motionless for prey with its large spiky forelegs folded like hands in prayer.

[Suborder 
Mantodea

 , order 
Dictyoptera

 : 
Mantidae

 and other families, and many species, including 
Mantis religiosa

 , introduced to America from southern Europe and now found commonly in the northeastern US.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, literally ‘prophet.’





mantissa

 
/manˈtisə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the part of a logarithm that follows the decimal point.




2.
 


[Computing]

 the part of a floating-point number that represents the significant digits of that number, and that is multiplied by the base raised to the exponent to give the actual value of the number.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘makeweight,’ perhaps from Etruscan.





mantis shrimp






noun




a predatory marine crustacean with a pair of large spined front legs that resemble those of a mantis and are used for capturing prey.

[Order 
Stomatopoda

 : many species, including the European 
Squilla desmaresti

 .]














mantle1


 
/ˈman(t)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose sleeveless cloak or shawl, worn especially by women.




2.
 
a covering of a specified sort




•
 
the houses were covered with a thick 
mantle of

 snow.










3.
 
(also 
gas mantle

 )
 — a fragile mesh cover fixed around a gas jet, kerosene wick, etc., to give an incandescent light when heated.




4.
 


[Ornithology]

 a bird's back, scapulars, and wing coverts, especially when of a distinctive color.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 an outer or enclosing layer of tissue, especially (in mollusks, cirripedes, and brachiopods) a fold of skin enclosing the viscera and secreting the substance that produces the shell.




6.
 
an important role or responsibility that passes from one person to another




•
 
the second son has now assumed his father's mantle.







[with allusion to the passing of Elijah's cloak (mantle) to Elisha (2 Kings 2:13).]




7.
 


[Geology]

 the region of the earth's interior between the crust and the core, believed to consist of hot, dense silicate rocks (mainly peridotite).




8.
 
the corresponding part of another planetary body




•
 
the lunar mantle.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 clothe in or as if in a mantle; cloak or envelop




•
 
heavy mists mantled the forested slopes.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of blood) suffuse (the face)




•
 
a warm pink mounted to the girl's cheeks and mantled her brow.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the face) glow with a blush




•
 
her rich face mantling with emotion.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a liquid) become covered with a head or froth.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird of prey on the ground or on a perch) spread the wings and tail, especially so as to cover captured prey.











– origin

 Old English 
mentel

 , from Latin 
mantellum

 ‘cloak’; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
mantel

 .





mantle2


 
/ˈman(t)l/






noun




variant spelling of mantel
 .













Mantle, Mickey

 
/ˈmantl/






(1931–95), US baseball player; full name 
Mickey Charles Mantle

 . He played for the New York Yankees 1951–68. His records for most World Series runs, home runs, runs batted in, extra-base hits, walks, and total bases remain unbroken. Baseball Hall of Fame (1974).









mantletree

 
/ˈman(t)lˌtrē/






noun




variant spelling of manteltree
 .













mantling

 
/ˈmantliNG, ˈmantl-iNG/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a piece of ornamental drapery depicted issuing from a helmet and surrounding a shield.

Compare with lambrequin
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from mantle
 1
 + -ing
 1
 .





Mantoux test

 
/manˈto͞o test/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a test for immunity to tuberculosis using intradermal injection of tuberculin.











– origin

 1930s: named after Charles 
Mantoux

 (1877–1947), French physician.





mantra

 
/ˈmantrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(originally in Hinduism and Buddhism) a word or sound repeated to aid concentration in meditation.




2.
 
a Vedic hymn.




3.
 
a statement or slogan repeated frequently




•
 
the environmental mantra that energy has for too long been too cheap.














II.
 
derivatives





mantric

 
/-trik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Sanskrit, literally ‘a thought, thought behind speech or action,’ from 
man-

 ‘think,’ related to mind
 .





mantrap

 
/ˈmanˌtrap/






noun




a trap for catching people, especially trespassers or poachers.














mantua

 
/ˈman(t)SHəwə/





I.
 
noun




a woman's loose gown of a kind fashionable during the 17th and 18th centuries.











– origin

 alteration of French 
manteau

 .





Mantuan

 
/ˈman(t)SHəwən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian town of Mantua or its inhabitants




•
 
the Mantuan artistic tradition.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian town of Mantua




•
 
Mantuans gathered for the sale of stallions.



















Manu

 
/ˈmäno͞o, ˈmano͞o/






the archetypal first man of Hindu mythology, survivor of the great flood and father of the human race.









manual

 
/ˈmanyə(wə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or done with the hands




•
 
manual dexterity




•
 
manual hauling of boats along the towpath.










2.
 
(of a machine or device) worked by hand, not automatically or electronically




•
 
a manual typewriter.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — using or working with the hands




•
 
a manual laborer.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a book of instructions, especially for operating a machine or learning a subject; a handbook




•
 
a computer manual




•
 
a training manual.










2.
 
a small book




•
 
a pocket-sized manual of the artist's aphorisms.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a book of the forms to be used by priests in the administration of the sacraments.




4.
 
a thing operated or done by hand rather than automatically or electronically, in particular




5.
 
an organ keyboard played with the hands.




6.
 
a vehicle with a manual transmission.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
manuel

 , from (and later assimilated to) Latin 
manualis

 , from 
manus

 ‘hand.’





manual alphabet






noun




a set of sign-language symbols used in fingerspelling, in which different finger configurations correspond to letters of the alphabet.













manually

 
/ˈmanyə(wə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
using the hands




•
 
the rescuers manually hauled each climber to safety.










2.
 
by hand rather than automatically or electronically




•
 
manually operated gates




•
 
change channels manually rather than using the remote control.



















manual transmission






noun




an automotive transmission consisting of a system of interlocking gear wheels and a lever that enables the driver to shift gears manually.













manubrium

 
/məˈno͞obrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a handle-shaped projection or part, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the broad upper part of the sternum of mammals, with which the clavicles and first ribs articulate.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the tube that bears the mouth of a coelenterate.








II.
 
derivatives





manubrial

 
/-brēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a rare usage in the sense ‘handle’): from Latin, ‘haft.’





manucode

 
/ˈmanyəˌkōd/





I.
 
noun




a bird of paradise of which the male and female have similar blue-black plumage and breed as stable pairs.

[Genus 
Manucodia

 , family 
Paradisaeidae

 : five species, in particular the 
trumpet manucode

 or trumpet bird (
M. keraudrenii

 ), the male of which has a loud trumpeting call.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
manucodiata

 (used in the same sense from the mid 16th to 18th centuries), from Malay 
manuk dewata

 ‘bird of the gods.’





Manueline

 
/manˈwelˌīn/






adjective




denoting a style of Portuguese architecture developed during the reign of Manuel I (1495–1521) and characterized by ornate elaborations of Gothic and Renaissance styles.













manuf.






abbreviation




manufacture or manufacturer or manufacturing.













manufactory

 
/ˌmanyəˈfakt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a factory.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a manufactured article): from manufacture
 , on the pattern of 
factory

 .






manufacture

 
/ˌman(y)əˈfak(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the making of articles on a large scale using machinery




•
 
the manufacture of armored vehicles.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a specified branch of industry




•
 
the porcelain manufacture for which France became justly renowned.










3.
 
(
manufactures

 )
 — manufactured goods or articles




•
 
exports and imports of manufactures.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) on a large scale using machinery




•
 
a company that manufactured paint-by-number sets




•
 (as 
adj.

 
manufacturing

 )
 
a manufacturing company.










2.
 
(of a living thing) produce (a substance) naturally.




3.
 
make or produce (something abstract) in a merely mechanical way


(as 
adj.

 
manufactured

 )


•
 
manufactured love songs.










4.
 
invent or fabricate (evidence or a story)




•
 
the tabloid industry that manufactures epochal discoveries out of thin air.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manufacturability

 
/-ˌfakCHərəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
manufacturable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting something made by hand): from French (re-formed by association with Latin 
manu factum

 ‘made by hand’), from Italian 
manifattura

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the early 17th cent.





manufactured home






noun




(mainly in advertising) a mobile home.













manufactured housing






noun




prefabricated houses that are constructed in a factory and then assembled at the building site in modular sections.













manufacturer

 
/ˌmanyəˈfak(t)SHərər/






noun




a person or company that makes goods for sale




•
 
the manufacturers supply the goods to the distribution center.



















manumatic

 
/ˌmanyəˈmadik/





I.
 
noun




an automatic car transmission that enables the driver to shift through the gears manually.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
manual

 and 
automatic

 .





manumit

 
/ˌmanyəˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 release from slavery; set free.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
manumission

 
/ˌmanyəˈmiSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
manumitter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
manumittere

 , literally ‘send forth from the hand,’ from 
manus

 ‘hand’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’





manure

 
/məˈn(y)o͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
animal dung used for fertilizing land.




2.
 
any compost or artificial fertilizer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply manure to (land)




•
 
the ground should be well dug and manured.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘cultivate (land)’): from Anglo-Norman French 
mainoverer

 , Old French 
manouvrer

 (see maneuver
 ). The noun sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





manus

 
/ˈmānəs, ˈmänəs/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Zoology]

 the terminal segment of a forelimb, corresponding to the hand and wrist in humans.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘hand.’





manuscript

 
/ˈmanyəˌskript/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book, document, or piece of music written by hand rather than typed or printed




•
 
an illuminated manuscript.










2.
 
an author's text that has not yet been published




•
 
preparing the final manuscript




•
 
her autobiography remained 
in manuscript

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
manuscriptus

 , from 
manu

 ‘by hand’ + 
scriptus

 ‘written’ (past participle of 
scribere

 ).





manuscript paper






noun




paper printed with staves for writing music on.













Manutius, Aldus






see Aldus Manutius
 .









Manx

 
/maNGks/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Isle of Man.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Goidelic language formerly spoken in the Isle of Man.




2.
 
(
the Manx

 )
 — the Manx people collectively.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Manxman

 
/ˈmaNGksmən /






noun













2.
 
Manxwoman

 
/ˈmaNGksˌwo͝omən /






noun



















– origin

 from Old Norse, from Old Irish 
Manu

 ‘Isle of Man’ + 
-skr

 (equivalent of -ish
 1
 ).





Manx cat

 
/ˈmaNGks ˌkat/






noun




a cat of a breed having no tail or an extremely short one.













Manx shearwater






noun




a dark-backed shearwater that nests on remote islands in the northeastern Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Hawaiian waters.

[
Puffinus puffinus

 , family 
Procellariidae

 .]














many

 
/ˈmenē/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun, adjective




a large number of


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
many people agreed with her




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
the solution to 
many of

 our problems




•
 
many think it is a new craze.














II.
 
noun

 — (as 
plural noun

 
the many

 )


1.
 
the majority of people




•
 
music for the many.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as many






the same number of




•
 
changing his mind for the third time in as many months.















2.
 
a good (or great) many






a large number




•
 
a good many of us.















3.
 
have one too many








‹informal›

 become slightly drunk.









4.
 
many a ——






a large number of




•
 
many a good man has been destroyed by booze.















5.
 
many's the ——






used to indicate that something happens often




•
 
many's the night we've been wakened by that racket.





















– origin

 Old English 
manig

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
menig

 and German 
manch

 .





many-colored

 


‹Brit.›

 many-coloured






adjective




consisting of many different colors




•
 
young girls adorn themselves with many-colored bangles.



















many-faceted






adjective



1.
 
having many sides




•
 
sharp-angled, many-faceted rubies.










2.
 
having many different aspects or features




•
 
Hawking's many-faceted life and career.



















manyfold

 
/ˈmenēˌfōld/





I.
 
adverb




by many times




•
 
the problems would be multiplied manyfold.














II.
 
adjective




involving multiplication by many times




•
 
the manyfold increase in staffing levels.



















many-hued






adjective




consisting of many different colors




•
 
many-hued flowers.



















many-sided

 
/ˈmenēˌsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




having many sides or aspects




•
 
the reasons for poor collaboration are complex and many-sided.














II.
 
derivatives





many-sidedness

 
/ˈmenēˌsīdədnəs /






noun





















many-splendored

 


‹Brit.›

 many-splendoured






adjective




full of magnificent features or marvels




•
 
spring is a many-splendored season.



















manzanilla

 
/ˌmanzəˈnēyə/





I.
 
noun




a pale, very dry Spanish sherry.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘chamomile’ (because the flavor is said to be reminiscent of that of chamomile).





manzanita

 
/ˌmanzəˈnēdə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen dwarf shrub related to the bearberry, native to California.

[Genus 
Arctostaphylos

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. manzanita

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
manzana

 ‘apple.’





Mao

 
/mou/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting a jacket or suit of a plain style with a mandarin collar, associated with communist China.











– origin

 1960s: by association with Mao Zedong
 .





MAO






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 monoamine oxidase.













MAOI






abbreviation




monoamine oxidase inhibitor.













Maoism

 
/ˈmouˌizəm/






noun




the communist doctrines of Mao Zedong as formerly practiced in China, having as a central idea permanent revolution and stressing the importance of the peasantry, of small-scale industry, and of agricultural collectivization.













Maoist

 
/ˈmouəst/





I.
 
noun




a follower of the communist doctrines of Mao Zedong




•
 
the army thought he was a Maoist.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the communist doctrines of Mao Zedong




•
 
Maoist policies.



















Maori

 
/ˈmourē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the aboriginal people of New Zealand.




2.
 
the Polynesian language of the Maori.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Maori or their language.











– origin

 the name in Maori.





mao-tai

 
/ˈmou ˈtī, ˈdī/





I.
 
noun




a strong sorghum-based liquor distilled in southwestern China.











– origin

 named after a town in southwestern China.






Mao Zedong

 
/ˌmou ˌzəˈdôNG /

 
Mao Tse-tung






(1893–1976), Chinese statesman; chairman of the Communist Party of the Chinese People's Republic 1949–76; head of state 1949–59. A cofounder of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921 and its effective leader from the time of the Long March (1934–35), he eventually defeated both the occupying Japanese and rival Kuomintang nationalist forces to create the People's Republic of China in 1949.










map

 
/map/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a diagrammatic representation of an area of land or sea showing physical features, cities, roads, etc.




•
 
a street map




•
 


‹figurative›

 expansion of the service sector is reshaping the map of employment.










2.
 
a two-dimensional representation of the positions of stars or other astronomical objects.




3.
 
a diagram or collection of data showing the spatial arrangement or distribution of something over an area




•
 
an electron density map.










4.
 


[Biology]

 a representation of the sequence of genes on a chromosome or of bases in a DNA or RNA molecule.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 another term for mapping
 .




6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person's face.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (an area) on a map; make a map of




•
 
inaccessible parts will be mapped from the air.










2.
 
record in detail the spatial distribution of (something)




•
 
the project to map the human genome.










3.
 
associate (a group of elements or qualities) with an equivalent group, according to a particular formula or model




•
 
the transformational rules map deep structures into surface structures.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 associate each element of (a set) with an element of another set.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be associated or linked to something




•
 
it is not obvious that the subprocesses of language will map onto individual brain areas.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
off the map






(of a place) very distant or remote




•
 
just a hick town, right off the map.















2.
 
put something on the map






bring something to prominence




•
 
the exhibition put Cubism on the map.















3.
 
wipe something off the map






obliterate something totally.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





map something out






plan a route or course of action in detail




•
 
I mapped out a route over familiar country near home.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mapless






adjective













2.
 
mappable






adjective













3.
 
mapper






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
mappa mundi

 , literally ‘sheet of the world,’ from Latin 
mappa

 ‘sheet, napkin’ + 
mundi

 ‘of the world’ (genitive of 
mundus

 ).





MAP






abbreviation




modified American plan (see American plan
 ).













maple

 
/ˈmāpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree or shrub with lobed leaves, winged fruits, and colorful autumn foliage, grown as an ornamental or for its timber or syrupy sap.

[Genus 
Acer

 , family 
Aceraceae

 : many species, including the common European 
field maple

 (
A. campestre

 ), the North American 
sugar maple

 (
A. saccharum

 ), and the 
Japanese maple

 (
A. palmatum

 ), which has many cultivars.]




2.
 
maple syrup or maple sugar.











– origin

 Old English 
mapel

 (as the first element of 
mapeltrēow

 , 
mapulder

 ‘maple tree’); used as an independent word from Middle English onward.





Maple Grove






a city in southeastern Minnesota, a northwestern suburb of Minneapolis; pop. 61,542 (est. 2008).









maple leaf






noun




the leaf of the maple, used as an emblem of Canada.













maple sugar






noun






(N. Amer.)

 sugar produced by evaporating the sap of certain maples, especially the sugar maple.













maple syrup






noun




syrup produced from the sap of certain maples, especially the sugar maple.













mapmaker

 
/ˈmapˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a cartographer.








II.
 
derivatives





mapmaking

 
/ˈmapˌmākiNG /






noun





















Mappa Mundi

 
/ˌmapə ˈmo͝ondē/





I.
 
a famous 13th-century map of the world, now in Hereford cathedral, England. The map is round and typical of similar maps of the time in that it depicts Jerusalem at its center.







– origin

 from medieval Latin, literally ‘sheet of the world.’






mapping

 
/ˈmapiNG/






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 an operation that associates each element of a given set (the domain) with one or more elements of a second set (the range).













map-read






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consult and interpret a map




•
 
the age-old problem of trying to map-read and drive on your own




•
 (as 
noun

 
map-reading

 )
 
they needed training in map-reading.



















map reference






noun




a set of numbers and letters specifying a location as represented on a map.













map turtle






noun




a small North American freshwater turtle with bold patterns on the shell and head.

[Genus 
Graptemys

 , family 
Emydidae

 : several species, in particular 
G. geographica

 .]














Mapuche

 
/maˈpo͝oCHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of central Chile and adjacent parts of Argentina, noted for their resistance to colonial Spanish and later Chilean domination.




2.
 
the Araucanian language of the Mapuche.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mapuche or their language.











– origin

 the name in Mapuche, from 
mapu

 ‘land’ + 
che

 ‘people.’






Maputo

 
/məˈpo͞odō/






the capital and chief port of Mozambique, on the Indian Ocean in the southern part of the country; pop. 1,099,102 (2007).

Former name (until 1976) Lourenço Marques
 .









maquette

 
/maˈket/





I.
 
noun




a sculptor's small preliminary model or sketch.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from Italian 
machietta

 , diminutive of 
macchia

 ‘spot.’





maquila

 
/məˈkēlə/






noun




another term for maquiladora
 .














maquiladora

 
/məˌkēləˈdôrə/





I.
 
noun




a factory in Mexico run by a foreign company and exporting its products to the country of that company.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from 
maquilar

 ‘assemble.’





maquillage

 
/ˌmäkēˈ(y)äZH/





I.
 
noun




makeup; cosmetics.








II.
 
derivatives





maquillaged






adjective



















– origin

 French, from 
maquiller

 ‘to make up,’ from Old French 
masquiller

 ‘to stain.’






maquis

 
/mäˈkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Maquis

 )
 — the French resistance movement during the German occupation (1940–45).




2.
 
a member of the Maquis.




3.
 
dense scrub vegetation consisting of hardy evergreen shrubs and small trees, characteristic of coastal regions in the Mediterranean.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, ‘brushwood,’ from Corsican Italian 
macchia

 .





maquisard

 
/ˌmäkēˈzär/






noun




a member of the Maquis.













mar

 
/mär/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impair the appearance of; disfigure




•
 
no wrinkles marred her face.










2.
 
impair the quality of; spoil




•
 
violence marred a number of New Year celebrations.

















– origin

 Old English 
merran

 ‘hinder, damage,’ of Germanic origin; probably related to Dutch 
marren

 ‘loiter.’





Mar.






abbreviation




March.














marabou

 
/ˈmerəˌbo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large African stork with a massive bill and large neck pouch, feeding mainly by scavenging.

[
Leptoptilos crumeniferus

 , family 
Ciconiidae

 .]




2.
 
down from the wing or tail of the marabou used as a trimming for hats or clothing, or on a fishing lure.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Arabic 
murābiṭ

 ‘holy man’ (see also marabout
 ), the stork being regarded as holy.






marabout

 
/ˈmerəˌbo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Muslim hermit or monk, especially in North Africa.




2.
 
a shrine marking the burial place of a Muslim hermit or monk.




3.
 
variant spelling of marabou
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French and Portuguese from Arabic 
murābiṭ

 ‘holy man.’





Maracaibo

 
/ˌmerəˈkībō/






a city and port in northwestern Venezuela, situated on the channel that links the Gulf of Venezuela with Lake Maracaibo; pop. 1,891,800 (est. 2009).









Maracaibo, Lake






a large lake in northwestern Venezuela, linked by a narrow channel to the Gulf of Venezuela and the Caribbean Sea.









maracas

 
/məˈräkəz/





I.
 
plural noun




a pair of hollow clublike gourd or gourd-shaped containers filled with beans, pebbles, or similar objects, shaken as a percussion instrument.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
maracá

 , from Tupi.





Maradona, Diego

 
/ˌmärəˈdônə/






(1960–), Argentine soccer player; full name 
Diego Armando Maradona

 . He captained the Argentine team that won the World Cup in 1986 and aroused controversy when his apparent handball scored a goal in the quarterfinal match against England.









maraging steel

 
/ˈmärˌājiNG ˌstēl/





I.
 
noun




a steel alloy, containing up to 25 percent nickel and other metals, strengthened by a process of slow cooling and age hardening.











– origin

 1960s: 
maraging

 from 
mar-

 (abbreviation of martensite
 , because the process involves conversion of austenite to martensite) + 
aging

 from the verb age
 .





Marañón

 
/ˌmärəˈnyôn/






a river in northern Peru that rises in the Andes and forms one of the principal headwaters of the Amazon River.









maranta

 
/məˈran(t)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical American plant of a genus that includes the prayer plant and the arrowroot.

[Genus 
Maranta

 , family 
Marantaceae

 .]




2.
 
a calathea.











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Bartollomeo 
Maranta

 , 16th-cent. Italian herbalist.





maraschino

 
/ˌmerəˈSHēˌnō ˌmerəˈskēˌnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong, sweet liqueur made from a variety of small bitter cherries.




2.
 
a maraschino cherry.











– origin

 Italian, from 
marasca

 (the name of the cherry), from 
amaro

 ‘bitter,’ from Latin 
amarus

 .






maraschino cherry

 
/ˌmerəˈSHēˌnō ˌCHerē ˌmerəˈskēˌnō ˌCHerē/






noun




a cherry preserved in maraschino or maraschino-flavored syrup.













marasmus

 
/məˈrazməs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 severe undernourishment causing an infant's or child's weight to be significantly low for their age (e.g., below 60 percent of normal).








II.
 
derivatives





marasmic

 
/məˈrazmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
marasmos

 ‘withering,’ from 
marainein

 ‘wither.’





Marat, Jean Paul

 
/mäˈrä/






(1743–93), French revolutionary and journalist. A virulent critic of the moderate Girondists, he was instrumental (with Danton and Robespierre) in their fall from power in 1793. He was murdered in his bath by Girondin supporter Charlotte Corday.










Maratha

 
/məˈrädə /

 
Mahratta





I.
 
noun




a member of the princely and military castes of the former Hindu kingdom of Maharashtra in central India.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
Mahārāṣṭra

 ‘great kingdom.’





Marathi

 
/məˈrädē /

 
Mahratti





I.
 
noun




the Indic language of the Marathas, spoken by about 60 million people in Maharashtra and elsewhere.











– origin

 Marathi, from 
Marāṭhā

 Maratha
 .






marathon

 
/ˈmerəˌTHän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-distance running race, strictly one of 26 miles and 385 yards (42.195 km).




2.
 
a long-lasting or difficult task or operation of a specified kind




•
 
the last leg of an interview marathon that began this summer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
marathon workdays.














II.
 
derivatives





marathoner






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Marathōn

 in Greece, the scene of a victory over the Persians in 490 
BC

 ; the modern race is based on the tradition that a messenger ran from Marathon to Athens (22 miles) with the news. The original account by Herodotus told of the messenger Pheidippides running 150 miles from Athens to Sparta before the battle, seeking help.





maraud

 
/məˈrôd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
roam in search of things to steal or people to attack




•
 
war parties crossed the river to maraud.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — raid and plunder (a place).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
marauder

 , from 
maraud

 ‘rogue.’





marauder

 
/məˈrôdər/






noun




a person who marauds; a raider




•
 
a band of English marauders were surprised and overcome.



















marauding

 
/məˈrôdiNG/






adjective




going about in search of things to steal or people to attack




•
 
marauding gangs of youths.



















maravedi

 
/ˌmerəˈvādē/





I.
 
noun




a medieval Spanish copper coin and monetary unit.











– origin

 Spanish, from Arabic 
murābiṭīn

 ‘holy men,’ a name applied to the North African Berber rulers of Muslim Spain, from the late 11th cent. to 1145.





Maravich, Pete

 
/ˈmarəˌviCH/






(1947–88), US basketball player; full name 
Peter Press Maravich

 ; known as 
Pistol Pete

 . He played for the Atlanta Hawks 1970–74, the New Orleans Jazz (Utah Jazz from 1979) 1974–1980, and the Boston Celtics briefly in 1980. Basketball Hall of Fame (1987).









Marbella

 
/märˈbāə/






a resort town on the Costa del Sol of southern Spain, in Andalusia; pop. 130,549 (2008).









marble

 
/ˈmärbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard crystalline metamorphic form of limestone, typically white with mottlings or streaks of color, that is capable of taking a polish and is used in sculpture and architecture.




2.
 
used in similes and comparisons with reference to the smoothness, hardness, or color of marble




•
 
her shoulders were as white as marble.










3.
 
a marble sculpture.




4.
 
a small ball of colored glass or similar material used as a toy.




5.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
marbles

 )
 — a game in which small balls of colored glass are rolled along the ground.




6.
 
(
one's marbles

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 one's mental faculties




•
 
I thought she'd 
lost her marbles

 , asking a question like that.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stain or streak (something) so that it looks like variegated marble




•
 
the low stone walls were marbled with moss and lichen.














III.
 
phrases





pick up one's marbles and go home








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 withdraw petulantly from an activity after having suffered a setback




•
 
he doesn't have the guts to take a bad defeat, and is now picking up his marbles and going home.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
marbler






noun













2.
 
marbly

 
/-blē, -bəlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French (variant of 
marbre

 ) from Latin 
marmor

 , from Greek 
marmaros

 ‘shining stone,’ associated with 
marmairein

 ‘to shine.’





marble cake

 
/ˈmärbəl ˌkāk/






noun




a cake with a streaked appearance, made of light and dark (especially chocolate) batter.













marbled

 
/ˈmärbəld/






adjective



1.
 
having a streaked and patterned appearance like that of variegated marble.




2.
 
(of meat) streaked with alternating layers or swirls of lean and fat.













Marblehead

 
/ˈmärbəlhed/






a coastal town in northeastern Massachusetts, a noted yachting and fishing port; pop. 19,951 (est. 2008).









marbleize

 
/ˈmärbəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a marblelike variegated finish to (an object or material)


(as 
adj.

 
marbleized

 )


•
 
an old financial ledger with a marbleized cover.



















marbling

 
/ˈmärb(ə)liNG/






noun



1.
 
coloring or marking that resembles variegated marble.




2.
 
streaks of fat in lean meat.














Marburg

 
/ˈmärbərɡ/





I.
 
a city in the state of Hesse in west central Germany; pop. 79,400 (est. 2006). It was the scene in 1529 of a debate between German and Swiss theologians, notably Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli, on the doctrine of consubstantiation.




II.
 
German name for Maribor
 .










Marburg disease






noun




an acute, often fatal, form of hemorrhagic fever. It is caused by a filovirus (
Marburg virus

 ) that normally lives in African monkeys.

Also called green monkey disease
 .













marc

 
/märk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the refuse of grapes or other fruit that has been pressed for winemaking.




2.
 
an alcoholic spirit distilled from this.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
marcher

 in the early sense ‘to tread or trample.’





Marcan

 
/ˈmärkən /

 
Markan






adjective




of or relating to St. Mark or the Gospel ascribed to him.













marcasite

 
/ˈmärkəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a semiprecious stone consisting of pyrite.




2.
 
a bronze-yellow mineral consisting of iron disulfide but differing from pyrite in typically forming aggregates of tabular crystals.




3.
 
a piece of polished steel or a similar metal cut as a gem.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
marcasita

 , from Arabic 
marḳašīṯa

 , from Persian.






marcato

 
/märˈkädō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) played with emphasis.











– origin

 Italian, ‘marked, accented,’ of Germanic origin.





Marceau, Marcel

 
/märˈsō/






(1923–2007), French mime artist. He was known for appearing as the white-faced Bip, a character he developed from the French Pierrot character.









marcel

 
/märˈsel /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
noun




a deep artificial wave in the hair, created with a curling iron.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a marcel wave to (hair).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Marcel

 Grateau (1852–1936), the Parisian hairdresser who invented it.





marcescent

 
/ˌmärˈses(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of leaves or fronds) withering but remaining attached to the stem.








II.
 
derivatives





marcescence






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
marcescent-

 ‘beginning to wither,’ from 
marcere

 ‘wither.’





march1


 
/märCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk in a military manner with a regular measured tread




•
 
three companies of soldiers marched around the field.










2.
 
walk or proceed quickly and with determination




•
 
without a word she marched from the room.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (someone) to walk somewhere quickly




•
 
she gripped Rachel's arm and marched her out through the doors.










4.
 
walk along public roads in an organized procession to protest about something




•
 
antigovernment protesters marched today through major cities




•
 
they planned to 
march on

 Baton Rouge.










5.
 
(of something abstract) proceed or advance inexorably




•
 
time marches on.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or instance of marching




•
 
the relieving force was more than a day's march away.










2.
 
a piece of music composed to accompany marching or with a rhythmic character suggestive of marching.




3.
 
a procession as a protest or demonstration




•
 
a protest march.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the progress or continuity of something abstract that is considered to be moving inexorably onward




•
 
the inevitable march of history.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
march to (the beat of) a different drummer








‹informal›

 consciously adopt a different approach or attitude from the majority of people; be unconventional.









2.
 
on the march






marching




•
 
the army was on the march at last.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
marcher

 ‘to walk’ (earlier ‘to trample’), of uncertain origin.






march2


 
/märCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frontier or border area between two countries or territories, especially between England and Wales or (formerly) England and Scotland




•
 
the Welsh Marches.










2.
 
(
the Marches

 )
 — a region of east central Italy, between the Apennines and the Adriatic Sea; capital, Ancona. Italian name 
Marche

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
march with

 )


1.
 


‹rare›

 (of a country, territory, or estate) have a common frontier with.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
marche

 (noun), 
marchir

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to mark
 1
 .






March

 
/märCH/





I.
 
noun




the third month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the first month of spring




•
 
the work was completed in March




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the March issue of the magazine.

















– origin

 Middle English: from an Old French dialect variant of 
marz

 , from Latin 
Martius (mensis

 ) ‘(month) of Mars.’





March, Fredric






(1897–1975), US actor; born 
Ernest Frederick McIntyre Bickel

 . He starred in movies such as 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

 (1932), 
The Best Years of Our Lives

 (1946), 
Inherit the Wind

 (1960), and 
Seven Days in May

 (1964).









marchands de vin

 
/märˌSHän də ˈva[N]/





I.
 
noun




a French wine sauce sauce served hot or cold to accompany grilled or roasted meat.











– origin

 French, ‘wine merchants.’





Marche

 
/ˈmärkā/






noun




a region of east central Italy, between the Apennines and the Adriatic Sea; capital, Ancona. Italian name 
Le Marche

 .













marcher1


 
/ˈmärCHər/






noun




a person who marches, especially one taking part in a protest march.













marcher2


 
/ˈmärCHər/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 an inhabitant of a frontier or border district.













marchesa

 
/märˈkāzə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian marchioness.











– origin

 Italian, feminine of marchese
 .






marchese

 
/märˈkāzā/





I.
 
noun




an Italian marquis.











– origin

 Italian.





March hare





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a brown hare in the breeding season, noted for its leaping, boxing, and chasing in circles.








II.
 
phrases





(as) mad as a March hare








‹informal›

 (of a person) completely mad or irrational; crazy.

















marching order






noun






[Military]

 equipment for marching




•
 
they stood before their company commander dressed in full marching order.



















marching orders






plural noun



1.
 
instructions from a superior officer for troops to depart.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a dismissal or sending off




•
 
the ref called me over and gave me my marching orders.




















marchioness

 
/ˈmärSH(ə)nəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a marquess.




2.
 
a woman holding the rank of marquess in her own right.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
marchionissa

 , feminine of 
marchio(n-)

 ‘ruler of a border territory,’ from 
marcha

 ‘march’ (see march
 2
 ).





March Madness






noun






‹informal›

 the time of the annual NCAA college basketball tournament, generally throughout the month of March.













marchpane

 
/ˈmärCHˌpān/






noun




archaic spelling of marzipan
 .













Marciano, Rocky

 
/ˌmärsēˈänō, -ˈanō/






(1923–69), US heavyweight boxing champion; born 
Rocco Francis Marchegiano

 . He became world heavyweight champion in 1952 and successfully defended his title six times until he retired, undefeated, in 1956.









Marconi, Guglielmo

 
/märˈkōnē/






(1874–1937), Italian electrical engineer; the father of radio. In 1912, Marconi produced a continuously oscillating wave, essential for the transmission of sound. He went on to develop shortwave transmission over long distances. Nobel Prize for Physics (1909), shared with Carl Braun.










Marco Polo1


 
/ˌmärkō ˈpōlō/






(
c.

 1254–
c.

 1324), Italian traveler. With his father and uncle he traveled to China and the court of Kublai Khan via central Asia (1271–75). He eventually returned home (1292–95) via Sumatra, India, and Persia. His account of his travels spurred the European quest for the riches of the East.









Marco Polo2


 
/ˌmärkō ˈpōlō /

 

‹chiefly US›






I.
 
noun




a game of tag played in a swimming pool, lake, etc., in which one player, with eyes shut or blindfolded, tries to locate and catch the others by shouting “Marco” and listening to their response of “Polo”




•
 
they play Marco Polo in the backyard pool.

















– origin

 1960s: from Marco Polo
 1
 (the reason is unclear).





Marcos, Ferdinand

 
/ˈmärˌkōs/






(1917–89), president of the Philippines 1965–86; full name 
Ferdinand Emmanuel Edralin Marcos

 . Amid charges of corruption and political intrigue he was unable to secure his 1986 re-election and was forced into exile after a government takeover by a front led by Corazon Aquino, wife of Benigno Aquino (1932–83), who had been assassinated by Marcos forces.









Marcuse, Herbert

 
/märˈko͞ozə/






(1898–1979), US philosopher, born in Germany. A member of the Frankfurt School, he argued in 
Soviet Marxism

 (1958) that revolutionary change can come only from alienated elites such as students.









Mar del Plata

 
/ˌmär dəl ˈplätə/






a fishing port and resort in Argentina, on the Atlantic coast south of Buenos Aires; pop. 620,800 (est. 2008).










Mardi Gras

 
/ˈmärdē ˌɡrä/





I.
 
noun




a carnival held in some countries on Shrove Tuesday, most famously in New Orleans.











– origin

 French, literally ‘fat Tuesday,’ alluding to the last day of feasting before the fast and penitence of Lent.





Marduk

 
/ˈmärˌdək /

 

‹Babylonian Mythology›







the chief god of Babylon, who became lord of the gods of heaven and earth after conquering Tiamat, the monster of primeval chaos.










mare1


 
/mer/





I.
 
noun




the female of a horse or other equine animal.











– origin

 Old English 
mearh

 ‘horse,’ 
mere

 ‘mare,’ from a Germanic base with cognates in Celtic languages meaning ‘stallion’ The sense ‘male horse’ died out at the end of the Middle English period.





mare2


 
/mer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a very unpleasant or frustrating experience




•
 
this week is going to be a bit of a mare but at least the end is in sight.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (especially in sports) a very poor performance




•
 
Eboue had an absolute mare down the right hand side.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of nightmare
 .






mare3


 
/ˈmärā/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a large, level basalt plain on the surface of the moon, appearing dark by contrast with highland areas


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Mare Imbrium.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: special use of Latin 
mare

 ‘sea’; these areas were once thought to be seas.





Mare






see de la Mare, Walter
 .









mare clausum

 
/ˌmärā ˈklousəm, ˈklô-/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the sea under the jurisdiction of a particular country.











– origin

 Latin, ‘closed sea.’





Marek's disease

 
/ˈmariks, ˈmär-/





I.
 
noun




an infectious disease of poultry caused by a herpesvirus that attacks nerves and causes paralysis or initiates widespread tumor formation.











– origin

 1960s: named after Josef 
Marek

 (died 1952), Hungarian veterinary surgeon.





mare liberum

 
/ˌmärā ˈlēbəro͝om/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the sea open to all nations.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘free sea.’





maremma

 
/məˈremə/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Italy) an area of low, marshy land near a seashore.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Italian, from Latin 
maritima

 , feminine of 
maritimus

 (see maritime
 ).





Marengo

 
/məˈreNGɡō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of chicken or veal) sautéed in oil, served with a tomato sauce, and traditionally garnished with eggs and crayfish




•
 
chicken Marengo.

















– origin

 named after the village of Marengo in northern Italy, scene of a battle in 1800 in which the French were victorious and after which the dish is said to have been served to Napoleon.





mare's nest





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a complex and difficult situation; a muddle




•
 
your desk is usually a mare's nest.










2.
 
an illusory discovery




•
 
the mare's nest of perfect safety.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: formerly in the phrase 
to have found

 (or 
spied

 ) 
a mare's nest

 (i.e., something that does not exist), used in the sense ‘to have discovered something amazing.’





mare's tail






noun



1.
 
a widely distributed water plant with whorls of narrow leaves around a tall stout stem.

[
Hippuris vulgaris

 , family 
Haloragaceae

 .]




2.
 
(
mare's tails

 )
 — long straight streaks of cirrus cloud.













Marfan's syndrome

 
/ˈmärfənz, märˈfäNz /

 
Marfan syndrome





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a hereditary disorder of connective tissue, resulting in abnormally long and thin digits and also frequently in optical and cardiovascular defects.











– origin

 1930s: named after Antonin B. J. 
Marfan

 (1858–1942), French pediatrician.





marg.






abbreviation




margin or marginal.













Margaret, Princess

 
/ˈmärɡ(ə)rət/






Margaret Rose (1930–2002), member of the British royal family; the only sister of Elizabeth II.









Margaret, St.






(
c.

 1046–93), Scottish queen; wife of Malcolm III. She exerted a strong influence over royal policy during her husband's reign and was instrumental in the reform of the Scottish Church. Feast day, November 16.










margarine

 
/ˈmärj(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun




a butter substitute made from vegetable oils or animal fats.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
margaron

 ‘pearl’ (because of the luster of the crystals of margaric acid) + -ine
 4
 .






margarita1


 
/ˌmärɡəˈrēdə/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail made with tequila and citrus fruit juice.











– origin

 from the Spanish given name equivalent to 
Margaret

 .





margarita2


 
/ˌmärɡəˈrēdə/





I.
 
adjective, noun






(chiefly US)

 variant spelling of margherita
 :




•
 
we split a Caesar salad and a margarita pizza.

















– origin

 by analogy with margarita
 1
 .





Margarita

 
/ˌmärɡəˈrēdə/






an island in the Caribbean Sea, off the coast of Venezuela. Visited by Columbus in 1498, it was used as a base by Simón Bolívar in 1816 during the struggle for independence from Spanish rule.









margate

 
/ˈmärɡit, -ˌɡāt/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied grayish fish that typically occurs in small groups in warm waters of the western Atlantic.

[Two species in the family 
Pomadasyidae

 : 
Haemulon album

 , a large grunt that is an important food fish, and the mainly nocturnal 
black margate

 (
Anisotremus surinamesis

 ).]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





margay

 
/ˈmärɡā/





I.
 
noun




a small South American wild cat with large eyes and a yellowish coat with black spots and stripes.

[
Felis wiedii

 , family 
Felidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Tupi 
marakaya

 .





marge

 
/märj/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a margin or edge.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
margo

 ‘margin.’






margherita

 
/ˌmärɡəˈrēdə/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a pizza topped with tomatoes, cheese, and traditionally also basil




•
 
a slice of margherita pizza




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
I ordered a pizza margherita.














II.
 
noun




a margherita pizza




•
 
her favorite pizza is a margherita.

















– origin

 Italian: named after 
Margherita

 of Savoy (1851–1926), Queen Consort of King Umberto I of Italy (1844–1900); the toppings represent the three colors of the Italian flag.






margin

 
/ˈmärjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the edge or border of something




•
 
the eastern margin of the Indian Ocean




•
 


‹figurative›

 they were forced to live on the margins of society.










2.
 
the blank border on each side of the print on a page.




3.
 
a line ruled on paper to mark off a margin.




4.
 
an amount by which a thing is won or falls short




•
 
they won by a convincing 17-point margin.










5.
 
an amount of something included so as to be sure of success or safety




•
 
there was no 
margin for error

 .










6.
 
the lower limit of possibility, success, etc.




•
 
the lighting is considerably brighter than before but is still at the margins of acceptability.










7.
 
a profit margin.




8.
 


[Finance]

 a sum deposited with a broker to cover the risk of loss on a transaction or account.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with an edge or border




•
 
its leaves are margined with yellow.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 annotate or summarize (a text) in the margins.




3.
 
deposit an amount of money with a broker as security for (an account or transaction)


(as 
adj.

 
margined

 )


•
 
a margined transaction.














III.
 
phrases





margin of error






an amount (usually small) that is allowed for in case of miscalculation or change of circumstances.












IV.
 
derivatives





margined






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a wide-margined volume

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
margo

 , 
margin-

 ‘edge.’





margin account






noun






[Finance]

 a type of brokerage account which allows investors to purchase securities with borrowed funds, requiring a deposit of cash or assets as collateral to cover the risk on such transactions




•
 
he had a margin account which let him borrow up to half the cost of the stock he wanted.



















marginal

 
/ˈmärjənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or situated at the edge or margin of something




•
 
marginal notes.










2.
 
of secondary or minor importance; not central




•
 
it seems likely to make only a marginal difference




•
 
a marginal criminal element.










3.
 
(of a decision or distinction) very narrow




•
 
a marginal offside decision.










4.
 
of or relating to water adjacent to the land's edge or coast




•
 
water lilies and marginal aquatics.










5.
 
(chiefly of costs or benefits) relating to or resulting from small or unit changes.




6.
 
(of taxation) relating to increases in income.




7.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a parliamentary seat) having a small majority and therefore at risk in an election.




8.
 
close to the limit of profitability, especially through difficulty of exploitation




•
 
marginal farmland.














II.
 
noun




a plant that grows in water adjacent to the edge of land.








III.
 
derivatives





marginality

 
/ˌmärjəˈnalətē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
marginalis

 , from 
margo

 , 
margin-

 (see margin
 ).





marginal benefit






noun






[Economics]

 the additional benefit arising from a unit increase in a particular activity.













marginal cost






noun






[Economics]

 the cost added by producing one additional unit of a product or service.













marginalia

 
/ˌmärjəˈnālēə/





I.
 
plural noun




marginal notes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, neuter plural of 
marginalis

 , from 
margo

 , 
margin-

 (see margin
 ).





marginalization

 
/ˌmärjənələˈzāSHən ˌmärjənəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun




treatment of a person, group, or concept as insignificant or peripheral




•
 
he worked hard to eliminate social and economic marginalization




•
 
women experienced marginalization in many localities.



















marginalize

 
/ˈmärjənəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a person, group, or concept) as insignificant or peripheral




•
 
attempting to marginalize those who disagree




•
 (as 
adj.

 
marginalized

 )
 
members of marginalized cultural groups.



















marginally

 
/ˈmärjənəlē/






adverb




to only a limited extent; slightly




•
 
inflation is predicted to drop marginally




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he's marginally worse than he was.



















marginal revenue






noun






[Economics]

 the revenue gained by producing one additional unit of a good or service




•
 
the marginal revenue of carrying an individual passenger far exceeded marginal cost.



















marginal utility






noun






[Economics]

 the benefit gained from consuming one additional unit of a good or service




•
 
the value of corn for this farmer would be determined by its marginal utility.



















marginal value






noun






[Economics]

 the value gained from either consuming or producing one additional unit of a good or service




•
 
the marginal value to him of an extra acre would be less than its price




•
 
you can add smart people to a team to get increased output, although at decreasing marginal values.



















marginate

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈmärjəˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with a margin or border; form a border to.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/-nit, ˌnāt /



1.
 
having a distinct margin or border.








III.
 
derivatives





margination

 
/ˌmärjəˈnāSHən /






noun





















margin call






noun






[Finance]

 a demand by a broker that an investor deposit further cash or securities to cover possible losses.













margin release






noun




a device on a typewriter allowing a word to be typed beyond the margin normally set.














margosa

 
/märˈɡōsə/





I.
 
noun




another term for neem
 .











– origin

 Portuguese 
amargosa

 , feminine of 
amargoso

 ‘bitter.’





margravate

 
/ˈmärɡrəˌvāt /

 
margraviate






noun




the territory ruled by a margrave.














margrave

 
/ˈmärɡrāv/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the hereditary title of some princes of the Holy Roman Empire.











– origin

 mid 16th cent., from Middle Dutch 
markgrave

 ‘count of a border territory,’ from 
marke

 ‘boundary’ + 
grave

 ‘count’ (used as a title).





margravine

 
/ˈmärɡrəvēn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the wife of a margrave.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
markgravin

 , feminine of 
markgraaf

 , earlier 
markgrave

 (see margrave
 ).





Margrethe II

 
/märˌɡrādə T͟Həˈsekənd/






(1940–), queen of Denmark since 1972.










marguerite

 
/ˌmärɡ(y)əˈrēt/





I.
 
noun




another term for oxeye daisy
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French equivalent of the given name Margaret.





Mari

 
/ˈmärē/






an ancient city on the western bank of the Euphrates River in Syria. Its period of greatest importance was late 19th–mid-18th centuries 
BC

 ; the vast palace of the last king, 
Zimri-Lin

 , has yielded an archive of 25,000 cuneiform tablets, which are the principal source for the history of northern Syria and Mesopotamia at that time.









maria

 
/ˈmärēə/






plural form of mare
 3
 .









mariachi

 
/ˌmärēˈäCHē/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting a type of traditional Mexican folk music, typically performed by a small group of strolling musicians dressed in native costume.




2.
 
a musician in a mariachi group.











– origin

 from Mexican Spanish 
mariache

 , 
mariachi

 ‘street singer.’





mariage blanc

 
/märˈyäZH ˈbläN/





I.
 
noun




an unconsummated marriage.











– origin

 French, literally ‘white marriage.’





mariage de convenance

 
/ˌmärēˌäZH də ˌkônvəˈnäns/






noun




French term for marriage of convenience
 (see marriage
 ).













Marian

 
/ˈmerēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Virgin Mary.




2.
 
of or relating to Queen Mary I of England.













Mariana Islands

 
/ˌme(ə)rēˈanə, ˌmarēˈänə /

 
the Marianas





I.
 
a group of islands in the western Pacific comprising Guam and the Northern Marianas. In 1975, the Northern Marianas voted to establish a commonwealth in union with the US and became self-governing three years later.







– origin

 translating 
Las Marianas

 , the name given by Spanish colonists to the islands, in honor of 
Maria Anna

 , widow of Philip IV.





Mariana Trench






an ocean trench to the southeast of the Mariana Islands in the western Pacific Ocean. Its greatest known ocean depth is 36,201 feet (11,034 m) at the Challenger Deep, which was discovered by HMS 
Challenger II

 in 1948.









Maria Theresa

 
/məˈrēə təˈrāsə, -zə/






(1717–80), archduchess of Austria; queen of Hungary and Bohemia 1740–80. The daughter of Emperor Charles VI, she succeeded to the Habsburg dominions in 1740 by virtue of the Pragmatic Sanction. Her accession triggered the War of the Austrian Succession (1740–48), which led in turn to the Seven Years War (1756–63).










Mari Autonomous Republic






another name for Mari El
 .










Maribor

 
/ˈmärəˌbôr/






an industrial city in northeastern Slovenia, on the Drava River near the border with Austria; pop. 111,340 (2007).

German name Marburg
 .









Maricopa County

 
/ˌmerəkōpə ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in south central Arizona that is home to more than half of all Arizonans. Its seat is Phoenix; pop. 3,954,598 (est. 2008).









mariculture

 
/ˈmerəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the cultivation of fish or other marine life for food.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
mare

 , 
mari-

 ‘sea’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





Marie Antoinette

 
/məˈrē ˌant(w)əˈnet, ˌäNtwäˈnet/






(1755–93), French queen; wife of Louis XVI. A daughter of Maria Theresa, she married the future Louis XVI of France in 1770. Her extravagant lifestyle led to widespread unpopularity and, like her husband, she was executed during the French Revolution.









Marie Byrd Land

 
/məˌrē ˈbərd ˌland/





I.
 
a region of Antarctica that borders on the Pacific Ocean, between Ellsworth Land and the Ross Sea.







– origin

 named after the wife of Richard E. 
Byrd

 , the US naval commander who explored the region in 1933–34.






Marie de Médicis

 
/mäˌrē də mādēˈsēs/






(1573–1642), queen of France; Italian name 
Maria de' Medici

 . The second wife of Henry IV of France, she ruled as regent during the minority of her son Louis XIII (1610–17) and retained her influence after her son came to power.










Mari El

 
/ˌmärē ˈel/






an autonomous republic in European Russia, north of the Volga River; pop. 700,900 (est. 2009); capital, Yoshkar-Ola.

Also called Mari Autonomous Republic
 .









Marietta

 
/ˌmärēˈedə/






a city in northwestern Georgia, a northwestern suburb of Atlanta; pop. 67,562 (est. 2008).









marigold

 
/ˈmerəˌɡōld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the daisy family, typically with yellow, orange, or copper-brown flowers, that is widely cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genera 
Tagetes

 (the 
French

 and 
African marigolds

 ) and 
Calendula

 (the 
common marigold

 ), family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other plants with yellow flowers, e.g., 
corn marigold

 , 
marsh marigold

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from the given name 
Mary

 (probably referring to the Virgin) + dialect 
gold

 , denoting the corn or garden marigold in Old English.






marijuana

 
/ˌmerəˈ(h)wänə /

 
marihuana





I.
 
noun




cannabis, especially as smoked in cigarettes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish.






marimba

 
/məˈrimbə/





I.
 
noun




a deep-toned xylophone of African origin. The modern form was developed in the US 
c.

 1910.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Kimbundu, perhaps via Portuguese.






marina

 
/məˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun




a specially designed harbor with moorings for pleasure craft and small boats.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian or Spanish, feminine of 
marino

 , from Latin 
marinus

 (see marine
 ).





marinade





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌmerəˈnād /



1.
 
a sauce, typically made of oil, vinegar, spices, and herbs, in which meat, fish, or other food is soaked before cooking in order to flavor or soften it.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a dish prepared using a marinade




•
 
a chicken marinade.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈmerəˌnād /



1.
 
another term for marinate
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): from French, from Spanish 
marinada

 , via 
marinar

 ‘pickle in brine’ from 
marino

 (see marina
 ).





marinara

 
/ˌmarəˈnarə, ˌmärəˈnärə/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
(in Italian cooking) a sauce made from tomatoes, onions, and herbs, served especially with pasta.











– origin

 from the Italian phrase 
alla marinara

 ‘sailor-style.’






marinate

 
/ˈmerəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
soak (meat, fish, or other food) in a marinade




•
 
the beef was marinated in red wine vinegar.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) undergo soaking in a marinade.








II.
 
derivatives





marination

 
/ˌmarəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
marinare

 ‘pickle in brine,’ or from French 
mariner

 (from 
marine

 ‘brine’).





Marin County

 
/məˌrin ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county that includes many affluent suburbs in northwestern California, across the Golden Gate from San Francisco; pop. 248,794 (est. 2008).










marine

 
/məˈrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, found in, or produced by the sea




•
 
marine plants




•
 
marine biology.










2.
 
of or relating to shipping or naval matters




•
 
marine insurance.










3.
 
(of artists or painting) depicting scenes at sea




•
 
marine painters.














II.
 
noun




a member of a body of troops trained to serve on land or at sea, in particular a member of the US Marine Corps.








III.
 
phrases





tell that (or it) to the marines






a scornful expression of disbelief.

[from the saying 
that will do for the marines but the sailors won't believe it

 , referring to the 
horse marines

 , an imaginary corps of cavalrymen employed to serve as marines (thus out of their element).]















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘seashore’): from Old French 
marin

 , 
marine

 , from Latin 
marinus

 , from 
mare

 ‘sea.’





Marine Corps

 
/ˌməˈrēn kôr/






a branch of the US armed services (part of the US Navy), founded in 1775 and trained to operate on land and at sea.









marine iguana






noun




a large lizard with webbed feet that swims strongly and feeds on marine algae. It is native to the Galapagos Islands and is the only marine lizard.

[
Amblyrhynchus cristatus

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]













Marine One






the helicopter used by the president of the US.









mariner

 
/ˈmerənər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a sailor




•
 
the intrepid mariners of yesteryear set out to discover new worlds.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
marinier

 , from medieval Latin 
marinarius

 , from Latin 
marinus

 (see marine
 ).





Mariner

 
/ˈmerənər/






a series of American space probes launched in 1962–77 to investigate the planets Venus, Mars, and Mercury.










marine toad






noun




another term for cane toad
 .













Marinetti, Filippo Tommaso

 
/ˌmarəˈnetē, ˌmär-/






(1876–1944), Italian poet and playwright. He launched the futurist movement with a manifesto in 1909 that exalted technology, glorified war, and demanded revolution in the arts.









Marino, Dan

 
/məˈrēnō/






(1961–) US football player; full name 
Daniel Constantine Marino, Jr.

 He was a quarterback for the Miami Dolphins 1983–99. Football Hall of Fame 2005.









Mariolatry

 
/ˌmerēˈälətrē/





I.
 
noun




idolatrous worship of the Virgin Mary.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from 
Maria

 (Latin equivalent of ‘Mary’) + -latry
 , on the pattern of 
idolatry

 .





Mariology

 
/ˌmerēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the part of Christian theology dealing with the Virgin Mary.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Mariological

 
/ˌme(ə)rēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
Mariologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Marion

 
/ˈmerēən/





I.
 
an industrial city in east central Indiana; pop. 30,212 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in north central Ohio; pop. 35,841 (est. 2008).









Marion, Francis






(c.1732–1795), American Revolutionary commander; known as the 
Swamp Fox

 . An innovator of guerrilla warfare, he commanded militia troops in South Carolina, where they evaded the British by hiding in swamps and woods.









marionette

 
/ˌmerēəˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a puppet worked from above by strings attached to its limbs.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
marionnette

 , from 
Marion

 , diminutive of the given name 
Marie

 .






mariposa lily

 
/ˌmarəˈpōsə, -ˈpōzə /

 
mariposa tulip





I.
 
noun




a plant of the lily family, with brightly colored cup-shaped flowers, native to Mexico and the western US.

Closely related to the sego
 . [Genus 
Calochortus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
mariposa

 from Spanish, literally ‘butterfly.’





Maris, Roger

 
/ˈmaris/






(1934–85), US baseball player; full name 
Roger Eugene Maris

 . A New York Yankees right fielder, he broke Babe Ruth's record for most home runs in a season (60 in 1927) by hitting 61 in 1961.









Marist

 
/ˈmerəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Marist Father

 )
 — a member of the Society of Mary, a Roman Catholic missionary and teaching congregation.




2.
 
(also 
Marist Brother

 )
 — a member of the Little Brothers of Mary, a Roman Catholic teaching congregation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
Mariste

 , from the given name 
Marie

 , equivalent of 
Mary

 .





marital

 
/ˈmerədl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to marriage or the relationship of a married couple




•
 
marital fidelity.














II.
 
derivatives





maritally

 
/ˈmerəd(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
maritalis

 , from 
maritus

 ‘husband.’





marital rape






noun




rape committed by the person to whom the victim is married.













marital status






noun




a person's state of being single, married, separated, divorced, or widowed.














maritime

 
/ˈmerəˌtīm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
connected with the sea, especially in relation to seafaring commercial or military activity




•
 
a maritime museum




•
 
maritime law.










2.
 
living or found in or near the sea




•
 
dolphins and other maritime mammals.










3.
 
bordering on the sea




•
 
two species of Diptera occur in the maritime Antarctic.










4.
 
denoting a climate that is moist and temperate owing to the influence of the sea.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
maritimus

 , from 
mare

 ‘sea.’





maritime pine






noun




a pine tree with long, thick needles and clustered cones, native to the coasts of the Mediterranean and Iberia.

[
Pinus pinaster

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













Maritime Provinces

 
the Maritimes






the Canadian provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island, with coastlines on the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Atlantic Ocean.

Compare with Atlantic Provinces
 .










Maritsa

 
/məˈritsə/






a river in southern Europe that rises in southwestern Bulgaria and flows 300 miles (480 km) south to the Aegean Sea. It forms the border between Bulgaria and Greece and between Greece and Turkey. Its ancient name is the Hebros or Hebrus.

Turkish name Meriç
 ; Greek name Évros
 .










Mariupol

 
/ˌmärēˈo͞opəl/






an industrial port on the southern coast of Ukraine, on the Sea of Azov; pop. 472,000 (est. 2009).

Former name (1948–89) Zhdanov
 .









Marius, Gaius

 
/ˈme(ə)rēəs, ˈmar-/






(
c.

 157–86 
BC

 ), Roman general and politician. Elected consul in 107 
BC

 , he defeated Jugurtha and invading Germanic tribes. After a power struggle with Sulla he was expelled from Italy, but returned to take Rome by force in 87 
BC

 .









marjoram

 
/ˈmärjərəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic southern European plant of the mint family, the leaves of which are used as a culinary herb.

[
Origanum majorana

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
wild marjoram

 )
 — another term for oregano
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
majorane

 , from medieval Latin 
majorana

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






mark1


 
/märk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small area on a surface having a different color from its surroundings, typically one caused by accident or damage




•
 
the blow left a red mark down one side of her face.










2.
 
a spot, area, or feature on a person's or animal's body by which they may be identified or recognized




•
 
he was five feet nine, with no distinguishing marks.










3.
 
a line, figure, or symbol made as an indication or record of something.




4.
 
a written symbol made on a document in place of a signature by someone who cannot write.




5.
 
a level or stage that is considered significant




•
 
unemployment had passed the two million mark.










6.
 
a sign or indication of a quality or feeling




•
 
the flag was at half-mast as a mark of respect.










7.
 
a characteristic property or feature




•
 
it is the mark of a civilized society to treat its elderly members well.










8.
 
a competitor's starting point in a race.




9.
 


[Nautical]

 a piece of material or a knot used to indicate a depth on a sounding line.




10.
 


[Telecommunications]

 one of two possible states of a signal in certain systems.

The opposite of space
 .




11.
 
a point awarded for a correct answer or for proficiency in an examination or competition




•
 
many candidates lose marks because they don't read the questions carefully




•
 


‹figurative›

 full marks to them for highlighting the threat to the rain forest.










12.
 
a figure or letter representing the total correct answers in an examination and signifying a person's score




•
 
the highest mark was 98 percent.










13.
 
(especially in track and field) a time or distance achieved by a competitor, especially one which represents a record or personal best.




14.
 
(followed by a numeral) a particular model or type of a vehicle, machine, or device




•
 
a Mark 10 Jaguar.










15.
 
a target




•
 
few bullets could have missed their mark.










16.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person who is easily deceived or taken advantage of




•
 
they figure I'm an 
easy mark

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a visible impression or stain) on




•
 
he fingered the photograph gently, careful not to mark it.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become stained




•
 
it is made from a sort of woven surface which doesn't mark or tear.










3.
 
write a word or symbol on (an object), typically for identification




•
 
she marked all her possessions with her name




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
an envelope marked “private and confidential.”










4.
 
write (a word or figure) on an object




•
 
she 
marked

 the date 
down

 on a card.










5.
 
(
mark something off

 )
 — put a line by or through something written or printed on paper to indicate that it has passed or been dealt with




•
 
he marked off their names in a ledger.










6.
 
show the position of




•
 
the top of the pass marks the border between Alaska and the Yukon.










7.
 
separate or delineate (a particular section or area of something)




•
 
you need to 
mark out

 the part of the garden where the sun lingers longest.










8.
 
(of a particular quality or feature) separate or distinguish (someone or something) from other people or things




•
 
his sword 
marked

 him 
out

 as an officer.










9.
 
(
mark someone out for

 )
 — select or destine someone for (a particular role or condition)




•
 
the solicitor general marked him out for government office.










10.
 
(
mark someone down as

 )
 — judge someone to be (a particular type or class of person)




•
 
she had marked him down as a liberal.










11.
 
acknowledge, honor, or celebrate (an important event or occasion) with a particular action




•
 
to mark its fiftieth anniversary, the group held a fashion show.










12.
 
be an indication of (a significant occasion, stage, or development)




•
 
the move to the new Globe theatre marked a new phase in Shakespeare’s writing career.










13.
 
(usu. 
be marked

 )
 — characterize as having a particular quality or feature




•
 
the reaction to these developments has been marked by a note of hysteria.










14.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a clock or watch) show (a certain time)




•
 
his watch marked five past eight.










15.
 
(of a teacher or examiner) assess the standard of (a piece of written work) by assigning points for proficiency or correct answers




•
 
the teachers are given adequate time to mark term papers.










16.
 
(
mark someone/something down

 )
 — reduce the number of marks awarded to a student, candidate, or their work




•
 
I was marked down for having skipped the last essay question.










17.
 
notice or pay careful attention to




•
 
he'll leave you, 
you mark my words!












18.
 
(of a player in a team game) stay close to (a particular opponent) in order to prevent them getting or passing the ball.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be quick (or slow) off the mark






be fast (or slow) in responding to a situation or understanding something.









2.
 
get off the mark






get started.









3.
 
leave (or make) its (or one's or a) mark






have a lasting or significant effect




•
 
she left her mark on the world of foreign policy.















4.
 
make one's mark






attain recognition or distinction.









5.
 
mark time





a.
 
(of troops) march on the spot without moving forward.




b.
 
pass one's time in routine activities until a more favorable or interesting opportunity presents itself.









6.
 
mark you








(chiefly Brit.)

 used to emphasize or draw attention to a statement




•
 
I was persuaded, against my better judgment, mark you, to vote for him.















7.
 
near (or close) to the mark






almost accurate




•
 
to say he was their legal adviser would be nearer the mark.















8.
 
off (or wide of) the mark





a.
 
a long way from an intended target




•
 
his shot never is off the mark for long.










b.
 
incorrect or inaccurate




•
 
the accusation was a little wide of the mark.















9.
 
of mark








‹dated›

 having importance or distinction




•
 
he had been a man of mark.















10.
 
on the mark






correct; accurate.









11.
 
on your marks






used to instruct competitors in a race to prepare themselves in the correct starting position




•
 
on your marks, get set, go!















12.
 
up to the mark





a.
 
of the required standard.




b.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — (of a person) as healthy or in as good spirits as usual




•
 
Johnny's not feeling up to the mark at the moment.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
mark something down






(of a retailer) reduce the indicated price of an item.









2.
 
mark something up





a.
 
(of a retailer) add a certain amount to the cost of goods to cover overhead and profit




•
 
they mark up the price of imported wines by 66 percent.










b.
 
annotate or correct text for printing, keying, or typesetting.















– origin

 Old English 
mearc

 , 
gemerce

 (noun), 
mearcian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
margo

 ‘margin.’






mark2


 
/märk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Germany (until the introduction of the euro), equal to 100 pfennigs; a Deutschmark or, formerly, an Ostmark.




2.
 
a former English and Scottish money of account, equal to thirteen shillings and four pence in the currency of the day.




3.
 
a denomination of weight for gold and silver, formerly used throughout western Europe and typically equal to 8 ounces (226.8 grams).











– origin

 Old English 
marc

 , from Old Norse 
mǫrk

 ; probably related to mark
 1
 .





Mark, St.

 
/märk/





I.
 
an Apostle; companion of St. Peter and St. Paul; traditional author of the second Gospel. Feast day, April 25.




II.
 
the second Gospel, the earliest in date (see gospel
 (
sense

 2).









markdown

 
/ˈmärkˌdoun/






noun




a reduction in price.













marked

 
/märkt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a visible mark




•
 
plants with beautifully marked leaves.










2.
 
(of playing cards) having distinctive marks on their backs to assist cheating.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of words or forms) distinguished by a particular feature




•
 
the word “drake“ is semantically marked as masculine; the unmarked form is “duck.”










4.
 
clearly noticeable; evident




•
 
a marked increase in sales.














II.
 
derivatives





markedness

 
/ˈmärkidnis /






noun





















markedly

 
/ˈmärkədlē/






adverb




to an extent that is clearly noticeable; significantly




•
 
new diagnoses have increased markedly since 1998




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
this advice is markedly different to that last year.



















marked man






noun




a person who is singled out for special treatment, especially to be harmed or killed.













marker

 
/ˈmärkər/






noun



1.
 
an object used to indicate a position, place, or route




•
 
they erected a granite marker at the crash site




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
marker posts




•
 


‹figurative›

 the most portable marker of class privilege, the wearing of natural fibers.










2.
 
a thing serving as a standard of comparison or as an indication of what may be expected




•
 
such studies may provide a unique marker in the quest to understand the brain.










3.
 
a radio beacon used to guide the pilot of an aircraft.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a promissory note; an IOU




•
 
Phyllis owed a marker in the neighborhood of $100,000.










5.
 
a felt-tip pen with a broad tip.




6.
 
(chiefly in soccer) a player who is assigned to mark a particular opponent.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 a person who records the score in a game, especially in snooker or billiards.













market

 
/ˈmärkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a regular gathering of people for the purchase and sale of provisions, livestock, and other commodities




•
 
farmers 
going to market

 .










2.
 
an open space or covered building where vendors convene to sell their goods.




3.
 
an area or arena in which commercial dealings are conducted




•
 
the sale of cruisers in the American market continues to plummet




•
 
the labor market.










4.
 
a demand for a particular commodity or service




•
 
there is 
a market for

 ornamental daggers.










5.
 
the state of trade at a particular time or in a particular context




•
 
the bottom's fallen out of the market.










6.
 
the free market; the operation of supply and demand




•
 
future development cannot simply be left to the market




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a market economy.










7.
 
a stock market.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
advertise or promote (something)




•
 
the product was marketed under the name “aspirin.”










2.
 
offer for sale




•
 
sheep farmers are still unable to market their lambs.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 buy or sell provisions in a market


(as 
noun

 
marketing

 )


•
 
some people liked to do their marketing very early in the morning.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in the market for






wish to buy.









2.
 
make a market








[Finance]

 take part in active dealing in particular shares or other assets.









3.
 
on the market






available for sale




•
 
he bought every new gadget as it 
came on the market

 .





















– origin

 Middle English, via Anglo-Norman French from Latin 
mercatus

 , from 
mercari

 ‘buy’ (see also merchant
 ).





marketability

 
/ˌmärkədəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability of a commodity to be sold or marketed




•
 
a garden will increase the marketability of your property.










2.
 
attractiveness to potential employers or clients




•
 
I obtained a degree to improve my marketability.



















marketable

 
/ˈmärkədəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able or fit to be sold or marketed




•
 
the fish are perfectly marketable.










2.
 
in demand




•
 
marketable skills.



















market cap






noun






[Finance]

 short for market capitalization
 :




•
 
this company has a market cap of less than $250 million.




















market capitalization






noun






[Finance]

 the value of a company that is traded on the stock market, calculated by multiplying the total number of shares by the present share price




•
 
the company had seen its stock price soar, giving the whole enterprise a market capitalization of more than $20 billion.



















marketeer

 
/ˌmärkəˈtir/






noun



1.
 
a person who sells goods or services in a market




•
 
a consumer-goods marketeer.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who works in or advocates a particular type of market




•
 
free-marketeers.



















marketer

 
/ˈmärkədər/






noun




a person or company that advertises or promotes something




•
 
a leading manufacturer and marketer of medical products.



















market forces

 
/ˈmärkət fôrsəz/






plural noun




the economic factors affecting the price, demand, and availability of a commodity




•
 
leaving oil prices to be determined purely by market forces.



















market garden

 
/ˈmärkət ˌɡärdn/





I.
 
noun




British term for truck farm
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
market gardener

 
/ˈmärkət ˌɡärdnər /






noun













2.
 
market gardening






noun





















marketing

 
/ˈmärkədiNG/






noun




the action or business of promoting and selling products or services, including market research and advertising.













marketing mix

 
/ˈmärkədiNG miks/






noun




a combination of factors that can be controlled by a company to influence consumers to purchase its products.













marketization

 
/ˌmärkədəˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exposure of an industry or service to market forces.




2.
 
the conversion of a national economy from a planned to a market economy




•
 
the marketization of the Russian economy.














II.
 
derivatives





marketize

 
/ˈmärkiˌtīz /






verb





















market leader

 
/ˈmärkət ˈlēdər/






noun



1.
 
the company selling the largest quantity of a particular type of product.




2.
 
a product that outsells its competitors.













market maker

 
/ˈmärkət ˌmākər/






noun




a dealer in securities or other assets who undertakes to buy or sell at specified prices at all times.













marketplace

 
/ˈmärkətˌplās/






noun



1.
 
an open space where a market is or was formerly held in a town.




2.
 
the arena of competitive or commercial dealings; the world of trade




•
 
the changing demands of the global marketplace.



















market price

 
/ˈmärkət ˌprīs/






noun




the price of a commodity when sold in a given market




•
 
the world market price for nonfat dry milk.



















market research





I.
 
noun




the action or activity of gathering information about consumers' needs and preferences.








II.
 
derivatives





market researcher

 
/ˌmärkət ˈrēsərCHər ˌmärkət rəˈsərCHər /






noun





















market share

 
/ˈmärkət ˌSHe(ə)r/






noun




the portion of a market controlled by a particular company or product.













market timer





I.
 
noun






[Finance]

 a person or organization that makes decisions to buy or sell investments based on economic and other factors that might affect the direction of the market.








II.
 
derivatives





market timing






noun





















market town

 
/ˈmärkət ˌtoun/






noun




a town of moderate size in a rural area, where a regular market is held.













market valuation






noun






[Finance]

 the value of an asset based on the price that would be paid for it if it were sold at a certain time




•
 
after a wildly successful IPO last week, the company is the talk of the town with a market valuation to match.




















market value

 
/ˈmärkət ˌvalyo͞o/






noun




the amount for which something can be sold on a given market.

Often contrasted with book value
 .













markhor

 
/ˈmärˌkôr/





I.
 
noun




a large wild goat with very long twisted horns, native to central Asia.

[
Capra falconeri

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Persian 
mār-ḵwār

 , from 
mār

 ‘serpent’ + 
ḵwār

 ‘-eating.’





marking

 
/ˈmärkiNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
markings

 )


1.
 
an identification mark, especially a mark or pattern of marks on an animal's fur, feathers, or skin




•
 
the distinctive black-and-white markings on its head.










2.
 


[Music]

 a word or symbol on a score indicating the correct tempo, dynamic, or other aspect of performance.













markka

 
/ˈmärkə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Finland (until replaced by the euro), equal to 100 penniä.











– origin

 Finnish.





Markova, Dame Alicia

 
/märˈkōvə/






(1910–2004), British ballet dancer; born 
Lilian Alicia Marks

 . She made her debut with the Ballets Russes in 1924, established the Markova-Dolin Company in London with Anton Dolin (1904–83) in 1935, and was prima ballerina with the London Festival Ballet 1950–52. She directed the Metropolitan Opera Ballet 1963–69.









Markov chain

 
/ˈmärˌkôf, -ˌkôv /

 
Markov model





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a stochastic model describing a sequence of possible events in which the probability of each event depends only on the state attained in the previous event.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after Andrei A. 
Markov

 (1856–1922), Russian mathematician.





Marks, Simon

 
/märks/






1st Baron Marks of Broughton (1888–1964), English businessman. He developed a chain of retail stores called Marks & Spencer in 1926.









marksman

 
/ˈmärksmən/






noun




a person skilled in shooting, especially with a pistol or rifle




•
 
a police marksman.



















marksmanship

 
/ˈmärksmənˌSHip/






noun




skill in shooting




•
 
officers trained in advanced marksmanship.



















markswoman

 
/ˈmärksˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman skilled in shooting, especially with a pistol or rifle.













mark-to-market

 
/ˌmärktəˈmärkət/






adjective






[Finance]

 denoting or relating to a system of valuing assets by the most recent market price.













markup

 
/ˈmärˌkəp/






noun



1.
 
the amount added to the cost price of goods to cover overhead and profit.




2.
 
the process or result of correcting text in preparation for printing.




3.
 
the process of making the final changes in a legislative bill




•
 
the bill concerning acid rain is 
in markup

 .










4.
 


[Computing]

 a set of tags assigned to elements of a text to indicate their relation to the rest of the text or dictate how they should be displayed.













marl

 
/märl/





I.
 
noun




an unconsolidated sedimentary rock or soil consisting of clay and lime, formerly used typically as fertilizer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply marl to.








III.
 
derivatives





marly

 
/ˈmärlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
marle

 , from medieval Latin 
margila

 , from Latin 
marga

 , of Celtic origin.





Marlborough

 
/ˈmärlˌbərō, -ˌbərə/






an industrial city in east central Massachusetts; pop. 37,932 (est. 2008).










Marlborough, 1st Duke of






(1650–1722), British general; born 
John Churchill

 . He was commander of British and Dutch troops in the War of the Spanish Succession and won a series of victories (notably at Blenheim in 1704) over the French armies of Louis XIV.









Marley, Bob

 
/ˈmärlē/






(1945–81), Jamaican reggae singer, guitarist, and songwriter; full name 
Robert Nesta Marley

 . Instrumental in popularizing reggae in the 1970s, his lyrics often reflected his commitment to Rastafarianism.









marlin

 
/ˈmärlən/





I.
 
noun




a large edible billfish of warm seas that is a highly prized game fish and typically reaches a great weight.

[Genera 
Makaira

 and 
Tetrapterus

 , family 
Istiophoridae

 : several species, including the 
striped marlin

 (
T. audax

 ).]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from marlinspike
 (with reference to its pointed snout).





marline

 
/ˈmärlən/





I.
 
noun






[Nautical]

 light two-stranded rope.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German 
marling

 , with the ending influenced by line
 1
 .






marlinspike

 
/ˈmärlənˌspīk /

 
marlinespike





I.
 
noun




a pointed metal tool used by sailors to separate strands of rope or wire, especially in splicing.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally as 
marling spike

 ): from 
marling

 , present participle of 
marl

 ‘fasten with marline’ (from Dutch 
marlen

 ‘keep binding’) + spike
 1
 .





Marlowe, Christopher

 
/ˈmärlō/






(1564–93), English playwright and poet whose work influenced Shakespeare's early historical plays. Notable plays: 
Doctor Faustus

 (
c.

 1590) and 
The Jew of Malta

 (1592).









marm

 
/märm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 variant spelling of ma'am
 .













marmalade

 
/ˈmärməˌlād/





I.
 
noun




a preserve made from citrus fruit, especially bitter oranges, prepared like jam.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Portuguese 
marmelada

 ‘quince jam,’ from 
marmelo

 ‘quince,’ based on Greek 
melimēlon

 (from 
meli

 ‘honey’ + 
mēlon

 ‘apple’).






Marmara, Sea of

 
/ˈmärmərə/






a small sea in northwestern Turkey. Connected by the Bosporus to the Black Sea and by the Dardanelles to the Aegean Sea, it separates European Turkey from Asian Turkey. In ancient times it was known as the Propontis.









marmite

 
/ˈmärmīt/





I.
 
noun




an earthenware cooking container.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, from Old French 
marmite

 ‘hypocritical,’ with reference to the hidden contents of the lidded pot, from 
marmotter

 ‘to mutter’ + 
mite

 ‘cat.’





marmoreal

 
/märˈmôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 made of or likened to marble.








II.
 
derivatives





marmoreally






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
marmoreus

 (from 
marmor

 ‘marble’) + -al
 .





marmoset

 
/ˈmärməˌset ˈmärməˌzet/





I.
 
noun




a small Central and South American monkey with a silky coat and a long nonprehensile tail.

[Family 
Callitrichidae

 (or 
Callithricidae

 ): genus 
Callithrix

 (three species), and the 
pygmy marmoset

 (
Cebuella pygmaea

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘grotesque figure’): from Old French 
marmouset

 ‘grotesque image,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





marmot

 
/ˈmärmət/





I.
 
noun




a heavily built, gregarious, burrowing rodent of both Eurasia and North America, typically living in mountainous country.

[Genus 
Marmota

 , family 
Sciuridae

 : several species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
marmotte

 , probably via Romansh 
murmont

 from late Latin 
mus montanus

 ‘mountain mouse’; compare with French 
marmotter

 ‘mutter through the teeth.’





Marne

 
/märn/






a river in east central France that rises north of Dijon and flows 328 miles (525 km) north and then west to join the Seine River near Paris. Its valley was the scene of two World War I battles. The first (September 1914) halted and repelled the German advance on Paris; the second (July 1918) ended the final German offensive.









marocain

 
/ˌmärəˈkān/





I.
 
noun




a dress fabric of ribbed crepe, made of silk or wool or both.











– origin

 1920s: from French, literally ‘Moroccan,’ from 
Maroc

 ‘Morocco.’





Maronite

 
/ˈmerəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Christian sect of Syrian origin that is in communion with the Roman Catholic Church and living chiefly in Lebanon.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the Maronites.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Maronita

 , from the name of John 
Maro

 , a 7th-cent. Syrian religious leader, who may have been the first Maronite patriarch.





maroon1


 
/məˈro͞on/





I.
 
adjective




of a brownish-crimson color.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a brownish-crimson color.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a firework that makes a loud bang, used mainly as a signal or warning.

[early 19th cent.: so named because the firework makes the noise of a chestnut (see below) bursting in the fire.]











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘chestnut’): from French 
marron

 ‘chestnut,’ via Italian from medieval Greek 
maraon

 . The sense relating to color dates from the late 18th cent.





maroon2


 
/məˈro͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave (someone) trapped and isolated in an inaccessible place, especially an island




•
 
a novel about schoolboys marooned on a desert island.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Maroon
 , originally in the form 
marooned

 ‘lost in the wilds.’






Maroon

 
/məˈro͞on/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of various communities in parts of the Caribbean who were originally descended from escaped slaves. In the 18th century Jamaican Maroons fought two wars against the British settlers, both of which ended with treaties affirming the independence of the Maroons.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
marron

 ‘feral,’ from Spanish 
cimarrón

 ‘wild,’ (as a noun) ‘escaped slave’; compare with Seminole
 .





Marquand, J. P.

 
/ˌmärˈkwänd/






(1893–1960), US writer; full name 
John Phillips Marquand

 . He created the character Mr. Moto, a Japanese detective featured in several of his novels, such as 
Last Laugh, Mr. Moto

 (1942). His other works include 
The Late George Apley

 (1937), 
Point of No Return

 (1949), and 
Women and Thomas Harrow

 (1958).









marque1


 
/märk/





I.
 
noun




a make of car, as distinct from a specific model.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, back-formation from 
marquer

 ‘to brand,’ of Scandinavian origin.





marque2


 
/märk/






noun




see letter of marque
 .













marquee

 
/märˈkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a rooflike projection over the entrance to a theater, hotel, or other building.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — leading; preeminent




•
 
a marquee player.







[with allusion to the practice of billing the name of an entertainer on the 
marquee

 (i.e., awning) over the entrance to a theater.]




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a large tent used for social or commercial functions.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from marquise
 , taken as plural and assimilated to -ee
 .





marquesa

 
/märˈkāzə/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish marchioness.











– origin

 Spanish.





Marquesan

 
/märˈkāzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Marquesas Islands, especially a member of the aboriginal Polynesian inhabitants.




2.
 
the Polynesian language of the Marquesans.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Marquesans or their language.













Marquesas Islands

 
/ˌmärˈkāzəs ˌīləndz/






a group of volcanic islands in the South Pacific Ocean that forms part of French Polynesia; pop. 8,658 (2007). They were annexed by France in 1842. The largest island, Hiva Oa, is where painter Paul Gauguin spent the last two years of his life.










marquess

 
/ˈmärkwəs/





I.
 
noun




a British nobleman ranking above an earl and below a duke.

Compare with marquis
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: variant of marquis
 .





marquetry

 
/ˈmärkətrē /

 
marqueterie
 , marquetery





I.
 
noun




inlaid work made from small pieces of variously colored wood or other materials, used chiefly for the decoration of furniture.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
marqueterie

 , from 
marqueter

 ‘to variegate.’





Marquette

 
/märˈket/






a port city in the Upper Peninsula in Michigan, on Lake Superior; pop. 20,916 (est. 2008).









Marquette, Jacques






(1637–75), French Jesuit missionary and explorer. Arriving in Canada in 1666, he played a prominent part in the attempt to Christianize the American Indians. He explored the Wisconsin, Mississippi, and Illinois rivers.









Márquez, Gabriel García






see García Márquez, Gabriel
 .










marquis

 
/ˈmärkwəs märˈkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in some European countries) a nobleman ranking above a count and below a duke.

Compare with marquess
 .




2.
 
another term for marquess
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
marchis

 , reinforced by Old French 
marquis

 , both from the base of march
 2
 .





marquisate

 
/ˈmärkwəˌsāt ˈmärkwəsət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rank or dignity of a marquess or marquis.




2.
 
the territorial lordship or possessions of a marquis or margrave.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from marquis
 , on the pattern of words such as French 
marquisat

 , Italian 
marchesato

 .






marquise

 
/märˈkēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a marquis.

Compare with marchioness
 .




2.
 
a woman holding the rank of marquis in her own right.




3.
 
a finger ring set with a pointed oval gem or cluster of gems.




4.
 
archaic term for marquee
 (
sense

 2).




5.
 
a chilled dessert similar to a chocolate mousse.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, feminine of marquis
 .





marquisette

 
/ˌmärk(w)əˈzet/





I.
 
noun




a fine light cotton, rayon, or silk gauze fabric, now chiefly used for net curtains.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, diminutive of marquise
 .





Marrakech

 
/ˌmerəˈkeSH /

 
Marrakesh






a city in western Morocco, in the foothills of the High Atlas Mountains; pop. 1,070,838 (2004). It was founded in 1062 as the capital of the Almoravids.









marram grass

 
/ˈmerəm ˌɡras /

 
marram





I.
 
noun




a coarse grass of coastal sand dunes that binds the loose sand with its tough rhizomes, found in Europe, North America, and Australia.

[
Ammophila arenaria

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Old Norse 
marálmr

 , from 
marr

 ‘sea’ + 
hálmr

 ‘haulm.’





Marrano

 
/məˈränō/





I.
 
noun




(in medieval Spain) a Christianized Jew or Moor, especially one who merely professed conversion in order to avoid persecution.











– origin

 Spanish, of unknown origin.






marriage

 
/ˈmerij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the legally or formally recognized union of a man and a woman (or, in some jurisdictions, two people of the same sex) as partners in a relationship




•
 
a happy marriage




•
 
the children from his first marriage




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
marriage vows.










2.
 
the state of being married




•
 
they were celebrating 50 years of marriage.










3.
 
a combination or mixture of two or more elements




•
 
a marriage of jazz, pop, blues, and gospel.










4.
 
(in pinochle and other card games) a combination of a king and queen of the same suit.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by marriage






as a result of a marriage




•
 
a distant cousin by marriage.















2.
 
in marriage






as husband or wife




•
 
he asked my father for my 
hand in marriage

 .















3.
 
marriage of convenience







/ˌmerij əv k(ə)nˈvēnēəns /

 — a marriage concluded to achieve a practical purpose.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mariage

 , from 
marier

 ‘marry.’





marriageable

 
/ˈmerijəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




fit, suitable, or attractive for marriage, especially in being of the right age.








II.
 
derivatives





marriageability

 
/ˌmarijəˈbilitē /






noun





















marriage broker






noun




(in a culture where arranged marriages are customary) a person who arranges marriages for a fee.













marriage certificate






noun




a copy of a marriage license that has been certified after a legal marriage ceremony, bearing details of names, date, etc.













marriage equality






noun




the situation in which same-sex couples have the same legal right to marry as opposite-sex couples




•
 
he has been a long-time supporter of marriage equality.



















marriage license






noun




a license that a couple must obtain before getting married.













married

 
/ˈmerēd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of two people) united in marriage




•
 
a married couple.










2.
 
(of one person) having a husband or wife




•
 
a happily married man.










3.
 
of or relating to marriage




•
 
married life.










4.
 
closely combined or linked




•
 
in the seventeenth century, science was still 
married to

 religion.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
marrieds

 )


1.
 
a married person




•
 
we were 
young marrieds

 during World War Two.



















Marriott, J. Willard

 
/ˈme(ə)rēˌät/






(1900–1985), US businessman; full name 
John Willard Marriott

 . He founded the Marriott hotel chain, which began in 1927 with a Hot Shoppe in Washington, DC.









marron glacé

 
/məˌrän ɡləˈsā/





I.
 
noun




a chestnut preserved in and coated with sugar.











– origin

 French, ‘iced chestnut.’





marrow

 
/ˈmerō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
bone marrow

 )
 — a soft fatty substance in the cavities of bones, in which blood cells are produced (often taken as typifying strength and vitality).




2.
 
(also 
vegetable marrow

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a white-fleshed green-skinned gourd, which is eaten as a vegetable.








II.
 
phrases





to the marrow






to one's innermost being




•
 
a sight which chilled me to the marrow.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
marrowless






adjective













2.
 
marrowy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mearg

 , 
mærg

 , denoting the plant that produces vegetable marrow, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
merg

 and German 
Mark

 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





marrowbone

 
/ˈmerōˌbōn/






noun



1.
 
a bone containing edible marrow.




2.
 
(
marrowbones

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 the knees.













marrowfat pea

 
/ˈmerōˌfat ˌpē/






noun




a pea of a large variety that is processed and sold in cans.













marry1


 
/ˈmerē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join in marriage




•
 
I was married in church




•
 
the priest who married us




•
 
he was engaged to 
get married to

 Ginger.










2.
 
take (someone) as one's wife or husband in marriage




•
 
Eric asked me to marry him.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — enter into marriage




•
 
they had no plans to marry.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
marry into

 )
 — become a member of (a family) by marriage.




5.
 
(of a parent or guardian) give (a son or daughter) in marriage, especially for reasons of expediency




•
 
her parents married her to a wealthy landowner.










6.
 
cause to meet or fit together; combine




•
 
the two halves are trimmed and 
married up






•
 
the show 
marries

 poetry 
with

 art.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — meet or blend with something




•
 
most Chardonnays don't 
marry

 well 
with

 salmon.










8.
 


[Nautical]

 splice (ropes) end to end without increasing their girth.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
marry in haste, repent at leisure








‹proverb›

 those who rush impetuously into marriage may spend a long time regretting having done so.









2.
 
marry money








‹informal›

 marry a rich person.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
marier

 , from Latin 
maritare

 , from 
maritus

 , literally ‘married,’ (as a noun) ‘husband.’





marry2


 
/ˈmerē/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 expressing surprise, indignation, or emphatic assertion.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of Mary
 1
 .





Marryat, Frederick

 
/ˈmarēət/






(1792–1848), English novelist and naval officer; known as 
Captain Marryat

 . Notable works: 
Peter Simple

 (1833), 
Mr. Midshipman Easy

 (1836), 
The Children of the New Forest

 (1847).









marrying

 
/ˈmerēiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
likely or inclined to marry




•
 
I'm 
not the marrying kind

 .




















Mars

 
/märz/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the god of war and the most important Roman god after Jupiter. The month of March is named after him.

Greek equivalent Ares
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small, reddish planet that is the fourth in order from the sun and is periodically visible to the naked eye.

Mars orbits between earth and Jupiter at an average distance of 141.6 million miles (228 million km) from the sun, and has an equatorial diameter of 4,208 miles (6,787 km). Its characteristic red color arises from the iron-rich minerals covering its surface. There is a tenuous atmosphere of carbon dioxide, and the seasonal polar caps are mainly of frozen carbon dioxide. Unambiguous evidence of life has yet to be found. There are two small satellites, Phobos and Deimos.









Marsala

 
/märˈsälə/





I.
 
noun




a dark, sweet, fortified dessert wine that resembles sherry, produced in Sicily.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
cooked or flavored with Marsala




•
 
chicken Marsala.

















– origin

 named after 
Marsala

 , a town in Sicily where it was originally made.





Marsalis, Wynton

 
/märˈsalis/






(1961–) US jazz trumpeter. He was the first musician to win Grammy awards for both a jazz and a classical recording 1984. He cofounded Jazz at Lincoln Center and served as its artistic director from 1987. He is the brother of saxophonist 
Branford Marsalis

 (1960–).









Marsanne

 
/märˈsän/





I.
 
noun




a variety of white wine grape originating in the northern Rhône area of France.











– origin

 from 
Marsanne

 , the name of a town in southern France.





Marseillaise

 
/ˌmärsəˈyāz/





I.
 
the national anthem of France, written by 
Rouget de Lisle

 in 1792.







– origin

 French, feminine of 
Marseillais

 ‘of Marseilles.’





Marseilles

 
/märˈsā/






a city and port on the Mediterranean coast of southern France, the capital of Provence–Alpes–Côte d'Azur; pop. 860,363 (2007). French name 
Marseille

 .









marsh

 
/märSH/





I.
 
noun




an area of low-lying land that is flooded in wet seasons or at high tide, and typically remains waterlogged at all times.











– origin

 Old English 
mer(i)sc

 (perhaps influenced by late Latin 
mariscus

 ‘marsh’), of West Germanic origin.





marshal

 
/ˈmärSHəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an officer of the highest rank in the armed forces of some countries, including France.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a high-ranking officer of state.




3.
 


(US)

 a federal or municipal law officer.




4.
 
the head of a police department.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the head of a fire department.




6.
 
an official responsible for supervising public events, especially sports events or parades.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange or assemble (a group of people, especially soldiers) in order




•
 
the general marshaled his troops




•
 


‹figurative›

 he paused for a moment, as if marshaling his thoughts.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — correctly position or arrange (rolling stock).




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — guide or direct the movement of (an aircraft) on the ground at an airport.




4.
 


[Heraldry]

 combine (coats of arms), typically to indicate marriage, descent, or the bearing of office.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
marshaler






noun













2.
 
marshalship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a high-ranking officer of state): from Old French 
mareschal

 ‘blacksmith, commander,’ from late Latin 
mariscalcus

 , from Germanic elements meaning ‘horse’ (compare with mare
 1
 ) and ‘servant.’





Marshall, George Catlett

 
/ˈmärSHəl/






(1880–1959), US general and statesman. A career army officer, he served as chief of staff 1939–45 during World War II. As secretary of state 1947–49, he initiated the program of economic aid to European countries known as the Marshall Plan. Nobel Peace Prize (1953).









Marshall, John






(1755–1835), US chief justice 1801–35. A Federalist from Virginia, he is considered the father of the American system of constitutional law, especially of the doctrine of judicial review.









Marshall, Thurgood






(1908–93), US Supreme Court associate justice 1967–91. The first black justice appointed to the US Supreme Court, he had previously won most of the cases he argued before the Court, including the landmark civil rights case 
Brown v. Board of Education

 in 1954. Known as a champion of individual rights and affirmative action, he had been the NAACP's chief counsel 1938–61.









Marshallese

 
/ˌmärSHəˈlēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Marshall Islands.




2.
 
the Micronesian language of the Marshall Islands.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Marshall Islands, their inhabitants, or their language.













Marshall Islands

 
the Marshalls





I.
 
a country that consists of two chains of islands in the northwestern Pacific Ocean; pop. 64,500 (est. 2009); capital, Majuro; languages, English (official) and local Austronesian languages.





The islands were made a German protectorate in 1885. After being under Japanese mandate following World War I, they were administered from 1947 until 1986 by the US as part of the Pacific Islands Trust Territory and then became a republic in free association with the US. / 
– origin

 named after John Marshall, an English adventurer who visited the islands in 1788.






Marshall Plan

 
/ˈmärSHəl ˌplan/






a program of financial aid and other initiatives, sponsored by the US, designed to boost the economies of western European countries after World War II. It was originally advocated by Secretary of State George C. Marshall and passed by Congress in 1948.

Official name European Recovery Program
 .









marshalsea

 
/ˈmärSHəlsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in England) a court held before the marshal of the royal household. It was abolished in 1849.




2.
 
(
the Marshalsea

 )
 — a former prison in London, used especially to incarcerate debtors. It was abolished in 1842.











– origin

 late Middle English (earlier 
marchalcy

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
marschalcie

 , from late Latin 
mariscalcia

 , from 
mariscalcus

 ‘marshal.’





Marsh Arab






noun




a member of a seminomadic Arab people inhabiting marshland in southern Iraq, near the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.













marsh fern






noun




a tall, graceful fern that grows in moist meadows and marshes in North America and Eurasia.

[
Thelypteris palustris

 , family 
Thelypteridaceae

 .]














marsh gas

 
/ˈmärSH ˌɡas/






noun




methane, especially as generated by decaying matter in marshes.

Also called swamp gas
 .














marsh hawk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for northern harrier
 .













marshland

 
/ˈmärSHˌland/






noun

 — (also 
marshlands

 )


1.
 
land consisting of marshes.













marshmallow

 
/ˈmärSHˌmelō/






noun




a spongy confection made from a soft mixture of sugar, albumen, and gelatin.














marsh mallow






noun




a tall pink-flowered plant that typically grows in brackish marshes. The roots were formerly used to make marshmallow, and it is sometimes cultivated for use in medicine. Introduced from Europe, it is found along the coast from Connecticut to Virginia.

[
Althaea officinalis

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]














marsh marigold

 
/ˈmärSH ˌmerəˌɡōld/






noun




a plant of the buttercup family that has large yellow flowers and grows in damp ground and shallow water, native to north temperate regions.

Also called cowslip
 . [
Caltha palustris

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













marsh snail






noun




any of a number of snails that live in marshy habitats or ponds, in particular

[● an American salt-marsh snail (family 
Ellobiidae

 ). ● a European freshwater snail (
Galba palustris

 , family 
Limnaeidae

 ).]













marsh treader

 
/märSH ˈtredər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for water measurer
 .













marshy

 
/ˈmärSHē/





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of or resembling a marsh; waterlogged




•
 
the marshy ground toward the sea.














II.
 
derivatives





marshiness

 
/ˈmärSHēnis /






noun





















Marston Moor, Battle of

 
/ˈmärstən/






a battle of the English Civil War, fought in 1644 on Marston Moor near York, in which the Royalists were defeated, fatally weakening Charles I's cause.









marsupial

 
/märˈso͞opēəl /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of an order whose members are born incompletely developed and are typically carried and suckled in a pouch on the mother's belly. Marsupials are found mainly in Australia and New Guinea, although three families, including the opossums, live in America.

[Order 
Marsupialia

 and infraclass 
Metatheria

 , subclass 
Theria

 .]








II.
 
adjective




relating to the marsupials.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘resembling a pouch’): from modern Latin 
marsupialis

 , via Latin from Greek 
marsupion

 ‘pouch’ (see marsupium
 ).






marsupium

 
/märˈso͞opēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a pouch that protects eggs, offspring, or reproductive structures, especially the pouch of a female marsupial mammal.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
marsupion

 , diminutive of 
marsipos

 ‘purse.’





Marsyas

 
/ˈmärsēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a satyr who challenged Apollo to a contest in flute playing and was flayed alive when he lost.









mart

 
/märt/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a trade center or market




•
 
Atlanta's downtown apparel marts.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
mart

 , variant of 
marct

 ‘market.’





Martaban, Gulf of

 
/ˌmärtəˈbän, -ˈban/






an inlet of the Andaman Sea, a part of the Indian Ocean, on the coast of southeastern Burma (Myanmar) east of Rangoon.









Martel, Charles

 
/märˈtel/






see Charles Martel
 .









Martello

 
/märˈtelō /

 
Martello tower





I.
 
noun




any of numerous small circular forts that were erected for defense purposes along the southeast coasts of England during the Napoleonic Wars.











– origin

 alteration (by association with Italian 
martello

 ‘hammer’) of Cape 
Mortella

 in Corsica, where such a tower proved difficult for the English to capture in 1794.





marten

 
/ˈmärtn/





I.
 
noun




a chiefly arboreal weasellike mammal found in Eurasia and North America, hunted for its fur in many northern countries.

[Genus 
Martes

 , family 
Mustelidae

 : several species. See pine marten
 , stone marten
 .]











– origin

 Middle English (frequently in the plural, denoting the fur): from Old French 
(peau) martrine

 ‘marten (fur),’ from 
martre

 , of West Germanic origin.






martensite

 
/ˈmärtnˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Metallurgy]

 a hard and very brittle solid solution of carbon in iron that is the main constituent of hardened steel.








II.
 
derivatives





martensitic

 
/ˌmärtnˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Adolf 
Martens

 (1850–1914), German metallurgist, + -ite
 1
 .





Martha's Vineyard

 
/ˌmärTHəz ˈvinyərd/






an island off the coast of Massachusetts, to the south of Cape Cod. Settled by the English in 1642, it became an important center of fishing and whaling during the 18th and 19th centuries.









martial

 
/ˈmärSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or appropriate to war; warlike




•
 
martial bravery.














II.
 
derivatives





martially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
martialis

 , from 
Mars

 , 
Mart-

 (see Mars
 ).





Martial

 
/ˈmärSHəl/






(
c.

 40–
c.

 
AD

 104), Roman epigrammatist, born in Spain; Latin name 
Marcus Valerius Martialis

 . His 15 books of epigrams, in a variety of meters, reflect all facets of Roman life.









martial arts

 
/ˈˌmärSHəl ˈärts/





I.
 
plural noun




various sports or skills, mainly of Japanese origin, that originated as forms of self-defense or attack, such as judo, karate, and kendo.








II.
 
derivatives





martial artist






noun





















martial eagle






noun




a brown eagle with a brown-spotted white belly. It is Africa's largest raptor.

[
Polmaetus bellicosus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]













martial law

 
/ˈˌmärSHəl ˈlô/






noun




military government involving the suspension of ordinary law.













Martian

 
/ˈmärSHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the planet Mars or its supposed inhabitants.








II.
 
noun




a hypothetical or fictional inhabitant of Mars.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘subject to Mars's influence’ and ‘martial’): from Latin 
Mars

 , 
Mart-

 (see Mars
 ) + -ian
 .






martin

 
/ˈmärtn/





I.
 
noun




a swift-flying, insectivorous songbird of the swallow family, typically having a less strongly forked tail than a swallow.

[Family 
Hirundinidae

 : several genera and numerous species, e.g., the 
purple martin

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: probably a shortening of obsolete 
martinet

 , from French, probably from the name of St. 
Martin

 of Tours, celebrated at Martinmas
 .





Martin, Dean

 
/ˈmärtn/






(1917–95), US singer and actor; born 
Dino Paul Crocetti

 . He became known for his comedy and singing act with Jerry Lewis from 1946. He joined with Frank Sinatra and 
Sammy Davis, Jr.

 (1925–90) in a number of movies, including 
Ocean's Eleven

 (1960), and had his own television show 1965–73.









Martin, Mary






(1913–90), US actress and singer; full name 
Mary Virginia Martin

 . She starred in the Broadway musicals 
South Pacific

 (1949), 
Peter Pan

 (1954), and 
The Sound of Music

 (1959).









Martin, Paul






(1938–), Canadian Liberal statesman; prime minister 2003–06; full name 
Paul Edgar Philippe Martin

 .









Martin, St.






(died 397), French priest; bishop of Tours from 371; a patron saint of France. As he was giving half of his cloak to a beggar, he received a vision of Christ and was soon baptized. Feast day, November 11.









Martin, Steve






(1945–), US actor and comedian. He established his reputation in farcical movie comedies such as 
The Jerk

 (1979) and went on to make, among others, 
Roxanne

 (1987), 
LA Story

 (1991), and 
Bowfinger

 (1999).









martinet

 
/ˌmärtnˈet/





I.
 
noun




a strict disciplinarian, especially in the armed forces.








II.
 
derivatives





martinetish

 
martinettish






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting the drill system invented by Martinet): named after Jean 
Martinet

 , 17th-cent. French drillmaster.





Martinez

 
/märˈtēnez/






an industrial port in north central California, on Suisun Bay, north of Oakland; pop. 35,145 (est. 2008).









martingale

 
/ˈmärtnˌɡāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strap, or set of straps, attached at one end to the noseband (
standing martingale

 ) or reins (
running martingale

 ) of a horse and at the other end to the girth. It is used to prevent the horse from raising its head too high.




2.
 
a gambling system of continually doubling the stakes in the hope of an eventual win that must yield a net profit.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
almártaga

 , from Arabic 
al-marta῾a

 ‘the fastening,’ influenced by 
martingale

 , from Occitan 
martegal

 ‘inhabitant of Martigues (in Provence).’






martini

 
/märˈtēnē/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail made from gin (or vodka) and dry vermouth, typically garnished with an olive or a twist of lemon.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Martini

 and Rossi, an Italian firm selling vermouth.





Martiniquan

 
/ˌmärtnˈēkēən /

 
Martinican





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Caribbean island of Martinique, an overseas region of France




•
 
the celebrated Martiniquan psychiatrist.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Caribbean island of Martinique, an overseas region of France




•
 
most were native Martiniquans.



















Martinique

 
/ˌmärtnˈēk/






a French island in the Caribbean Sea, in the Lesser Antilles group; pop. 399,000 (est. 2007); capital, Fort-de-France.









Martinist

 
/ˈmärtn-ist, märˈtan-/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of a form of mystical pantheism developed by the French philosopher L.C. de Saint-Martin (1743–1803).








II.
 
derivatives





Martinism

 
/-izəm /






noun






















Martinmas

 
/ˈmärtnməs/






noun




St. Martin's Day, November 11.













martlet

 
/ˈmärtlət/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a bird like a swallow without feet, borne (typically with the wings closed) as a charge or a mark of cadency for a fourth son.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a swift): from Old French 
merlet

 , influenced by 
martinet

 (see martin
 ).






martyr

 
/ˈmärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is killed because of their religious or other beliefs




•
 
saints, martyrs, and witnesses to the faith.










2.
 
a person who displays or exaggerates their discomfort or distress in order to obtain sympathy or admiration




•
 
she wanted to play the martyr.










3.
 
(
martyr to

 )
 — a constant sufferer from (an ailment)




•
 
I'm a martyr to migraines!














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be martyred

 )


1.
 
kill (someone) because of their beliefs




•
 
she was martyred for her faith.










2.
 
cause great pain or distress to




•
 
there was no need to martyr themselves again.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
martyrization

 
/ˌmärtərəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
martyrize

 
/ˈmärdəˌrīz /






verb



















– origin

 Old English 
martir

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
martur

 ‘witness’ (in Christian use, ‘martyr’).





martyrdom

 
/ˈmärdərdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the death or suffering of a martyr.




2.
 
a display of feigned or exaggerated suffering to obtain sympathy or admiration.











– origin

 Old English 
martyrdōm

 (see martyr
 , -dom
 ).





martyred

 
/ˈmärdərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having been martyred




•
 
a martyred saint.










2.
 
(of an attitude or manner) showing feigned or exaggerated suffering to obtain sympathy or admiration




•
 
he gave Mulder a brief, martyred look.



















martyrology

 
/ˌmärdəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of history or literature that deals with the lives of martyrs.




2.
 
a list or register of martyrs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
martyrological

 
/-rəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
martyrologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
marturologion

 , from 
martur

 ‘martyr’ + 
logos

 ‘account.’





martyry

 
/ˈmärdərē/





I.
 
noun




a shrine or church erected in honor of a martyr.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting martyrdom): via medieval Latin from Greek 
marturion

 ‘martyrdom.’






Maruts

 
/ˈməro͝ots /

 

‹Hinduism›







the sons of Rudra. In the Rig Veda they are the storm gods, Indra's helpers.

Also called Rudras
 .










marvel

 
/ˈmärvəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be filled with wonder or astonishment




•
 
she 
marveled at

 Jeffrey's composure




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Isn't this an evening,” marveled John.














II.
 
noun




a wonderful or astonishing person or thing




•
 
the marvels of technology




•
 
Charlie, you're a marvel!














III.
 
derivatives





marveler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
merveille

 , from late Latin 
mirabilia

 , neuter plural of Latin 
mirabilis

 ‘wonderful,’ from 
mirari

 ‘wonder at.’





Marvell, Andrew

 
/ˈmärvəl/






(1621–78), English metaphysical poet. Most of his poetry was published posthumously and was not recognized until the 20th century. Notable poems: 
“To his Coy Mistress”

 and 
“An Horatian Ode on Cromwell's Return from Ireland.”












marvel of Peru






noun




another term for four-o'clock
 .













marvelous

 
/ˈmärv(ə)ləs /

 


‹Brit.›

 marvellous





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing great wonder; extraordinary




•
 
marvelous technological toys.










2.
 
extremely good or pleasing; splendid




•
 
you have done a marvelous job




•
 
it's marvelous to see you.














II.
 
derivatives





marvelousness

 
/ˈmärv(ə)ləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
merveillus

 , from 
merveille

 (see marvel
 ).





marvelously

 
/ˈmärv(ə)ləslē /

 


‹Brit.›

 marvellously






adverb



1.
 
in a wonderful or extraordinary manner




•
 
a marvelously carved wooden pulpit.










2.
 
extremely well




•
 
he played marvelously.



















marvy

 
/ˈmärvē/






adjective






‹informal›

 wonderful; marvelous.













Marwari

 
/mərˈwärē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Rajasthan in India.




2.
 
the Indic language of Rajasthan.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Marwari language or people.











– origin

 from Hindi 
Mārvār

 , from Sanskrit 
maru

 ‘desert.’





Marx, Karl

 
/märks/






(1818–83), German political philosopher and economist, resident of England from 1849; full name 
Karl Heinrich Marx

 . The founder of modern communism with Friedrich Engels, he collaborated with him in the writing of the 
Communist Manifesto

 (1848) and enlarged it into a series of books, most notably the three-volume 
Das Kapital

 .









Marx Brothers






the name of a family of US comedians, consisting of brothers 
Chico

 (Leonard, 1887–1961), 
Harpo

 (Adolph Arthur, 1888–1964), 
Groucho

 (Julius Henry, 1890–1977), and 
Zeppo

 (Herbert, 1901–79). Their movies, characterized by their anarchic humor, include 
Horse Feathers

 (1932), 
Duck Soup

 (1933), and 
A Night at the Opera

 (1935).









Marxian

 
/ˈmärksēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German political philosopher and economist Karl Marx or his ideas




•
 
a traditionally Marxian conception of ruling class power.














II.
 
noun




a person who supports the theories of the German political philosopher and economist Karl Marx




•
 
the Marxian makes an allowance for restructuring in view of the unpredictability of knowledge.




















Marxism

 
/ˈmärkˌsizəm/






noun




the political and economic theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, later developed by their followers to form the basis for the theory and practice of communism.

Central to Marxist theory is an explanation of social change in terms of economic factors, according to which the means of production provide the economic base, which influences or determines the political and ideological superstructure. Marx and Engels predicted the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism by the proletariat and the eventual attainment of a classless communist society.













Marxism–Leninism

 
/ˌmärkˌsizəmˈlenənizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrines of Marx as interpreted and put into effect by Lenin in the former Soviet Union and (at first) by Mao Zedong in China.








II.
 
derivatives





Marxist–Leninist






noun, adjective





















Marxist

 
/ˈmärksəst/





I.
 
noun




a supporter of the political and economic theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels




•
 
some of the workers are Marxists.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the political and economic theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels




•
 
Marxist ideology.




















Mary1


 
/ˈmerē/






mother of Jesus; known as 
the (Blessed) Virgin Mary

 , or 
St. Mary

 , or 
Our Lady

 . According to the Gospels, she was a virgin betrothed to Joseph and conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. She has been venerated by Catholic and Orthodox Churches from earliest Christian times. Feast days, January 1 (Roman Catholic Church), March 25 (Annunciation), August 15 (Assumption), September 8 (Nativity), December 8 (Immaculate Conception).










Mary2


 
/ˈmerē/





I.
 
the name of two queens of England.




II.
 


Mary I

 (1516–58), daughter of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon; reigned 1553–58; known as 
Mary Tudor

 or 
Bloody Mary

 . In an attempt to reverse the country's turn toward Protestantism, she instigated the series of religious persecutions by which she earned her nickname.




III.
 


Mary II

 (1662–94), daughter of James II; reigned 1689–94. Having been invited to replace her Catholic father on the throne after his deposition in 1689, she insisted that her husband, William of Orange, be crowned along with her.










Mary, Queen of Scots






(1542–87), daughter of James V; queen of Scotland 1542–67; queen consort of France 1559–60 as the wife of Francis II; known as 
Mary Stuart

 . A devout Catholic, she was unable to control her Protestant lords and fled from Scotland to England in 1567. She became the focus of several Catholic plots against Elizabeth I and was eventually beheaded. Her son James VI of Scotland became James I of England.









Mary, St.






see Mary
 1
 .









Mary Celeste

 
/ˌmerē səˈlest /

 
Marie Celeste





I.
 
an American cargo ship that was found adrift in the North Atlantic in December 1872 in perfect condition but abandoned. The fate of the crew and the reason for the abandonment of the ship remain a mystery.




II.
 
(usu. 
Marie Celeste

 )
 — used in allusion to a place that is inexplicably deserted




•
 
it was like the Marie Celeste, with only one person and her baby in there.













– origin

 the ship was called the 
Mary Celeste

 , but the form 
Marie Celeste

 was popularized by an account written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in 1884, and is now commoner in allusive use.





Mary Jane

 
/ˌmerē ˈjān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a flat, round-toed shoe for women and girls, with a single strap across the top.




2.
 


‹informal›

 marijuana.











– origin

 1920s: from the female given name 
Mary Jane

 .






Maryland

 
/ˈmerələnd/





I.
 
a state in the eastern US that surrounds Chesapeake Bay, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 5,633,597 (est. 2008); capital, Annapolis; statehood, Apr. 28, 1788 (7). Colonized by England in the 1600s, it was one of the original thirteen states.







– origin

 named after Queen Henrietta 
Maria

 (1609–69), wife of Charles I.





Marylander

 
/ˈmerələndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Maryland




•
 
a proud Marylander.



















Mary Magdalene, St.

 
/ˈmaɡdəˌlēn, -lən /

 
the Magdalen






(in the New Testament) a woman of Magdala in Galilee. She was a follower of Jesus, who cured her of evil spirits (Luke 8:2); she is also traditionally identified with the “sinner” of Luke 7:37. Feast day, July 22.









Mary Tudor

 
/ˌmerē ˈt(y)o͞odər/






, Mary I of England (see Mary
 2
 ).










marzipan

 
/ˈmärzəˌpan ˈmärtsəˌpan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet, yellowish paste of ground almonds, sugar, and egg whites, often colored and used to make small cakes or confections or as an icing for larger cakes.

Also called almond paste
 .




2.
 
a confection or cake made of or based on marzipan.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as 
marchpane

 ): from Italian 
marzapane

 , possibly from Arabic. The form 
marchpane

 (influenced by March
 and obsolete 
pain

 ‘bread’) was more usual until the late 19th cent., when 
marzipan

 (influenced by German, which has the same spelling) displaced it.





masa

 
/ˈmasə, ˈmäsə/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin American cuisine) dough made from corn flour and used to make tortillas, tamales, etc.











– origin

 Spanish.





Masaccio

 
/məˈsäCHēō/






(1401–28), Italian painter; born 
Tommaso Giovanni di Simone Guidi

 . The first artist to apply the laws of perspective to painting, he is known particularly for his frescoes in the Brancacci Chapel in Florence (1424–27).









Masada

 
/məˈsädə/






the site of the ruins of a palace and fortification built by Herod the Great on the southwestern shore of the Dead Sea in the 1st century 
BC

 .









Masai

 
/ˈmäˌsī, mäˈsī /

 
Maasai





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a pastoral people living in Tanzania and Kenya.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Masai.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Masai or their language.













masala

 
/məˈsälə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of spice mixtures ground into a paste or powder for use in Indian cooking.




2.
 
a dish flavored with this




•
 
chicken masala.

















– origin

 from Urdu 
maṣālaḥ

 , based on Arabic 
maṣāliḥ

 ‘ingredients, materials.’





Masan

 
/ˈmäsän/






a port city in southeastern South Korea, on an inlet of the Western Channel (the Korea Strait); pop. 414,800 (est. 2008).









Masaryk, Tomáš

 
/ˈmäsəˌrik/






(1850–1937), Czech statesman; president 1918–35; full name 
Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk

 . He became Czechoslovakia's first president when independence was achieved in 1918.









Masbate

 
/mäsˈbädē/






an island in the central Philippines; pop. 806,300 (est. 2009).









masc.






abbreviation




masculine.













Mascagni, Pietro

 
/məˈskänē, mäˈskänyē/






(1863–1945), Italian composer and conductor. He is especially known for the opera 
Cavalleria Rusticana

 (1890).










mascara

 
/maˈskerə/





I.
 
noun




a cosmetic for darkening and thickening the eyelashes.








II.
 
derivatives





mascaraed

 
/maˈskerəd /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘mask,’ from Arabic 
masḵara

 ‘buffoon.’





Mascarene Islands

 
/ˌmaskəˈrēn ˌīləndz /

 
the Mascarenes






a group of three islands—Réunion, Mauritius, and Rodrigues—in the western Indian Ocean, east of Madagascar.









mascarpone

 
/ˌmäskärˈpōnā/





I.
 
noun




a soft, mild Italian cream cheese.











– origin

 from Italian.





mascle

 
/ˈmaskəl/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a lozenge voided, i.e., with a central lozenge-shaped aperture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Anglo-Latin 
mascula

 ‘mesh.’





mascon

 
/ˈmaskän/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a concentration of denser material below the surface of the moon or other body, causing a local increase in gravitational pull.











– origin

 1960s: from 
mas(s) con(centration)

 .





mascot

 
/ˈmasˌkät ˈmasˌkət/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that is supposed to bring good luck or that is used to symbolize a particular event or organization




•
 
the squadron's mascot was a young lion cub.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
mascotte

 , from modern Provençal 
mascotto

 , feminine diminutive of 
masco

 ‘witch.’





masculine

 
/ˈmaskyələn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having qualities or appearance traditionally associated with men, especially strength and aggressiveness




•
 
he is outstandingly handsome and robust, very masculine.










2.
 
of or relating to men; male




•
 
a masculine voice.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 of or denoting a gender of nouns and adjectives, conventionally regarded as male.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the masculine

 )


1.
 
the male sex or gender




•
 
the masculine as the norm.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 a masculine word or form.








III.
 
derivatives





masculinely






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in grammatical use): via Old French from Latin 
masculinus

 , from 
masculus

 ‘male.’






masculine rhyme






noun






[Prosody]

 a rhyme of final stressed syllables (e.g., 
blow

 /
flow

 , 
confess

 /
redress

 ).

Compare with feminine rhyme
 .













masculinist

 
/ˈmaskyələnəst /

 
masculist





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or denoting attitudes or values held to be typical of men




•
 
masculinist language.










2.
 
of or relating to the advocacy of the rights or needs of men.








II.
 
noun




an advocate of the rights or needs of men.













masculinity

 
/ˌmaskyəˈlinədē/






noun




possession of the qualities traditionally associated with men




•
 
handsome, muscled, and driven, he's a prime example of masculinity.



















masculinize

 
/ˈmaskyələˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
induce male physiological characteristics in




•
 
male sex steroids masculinize female hyenas.










2.
 
cause to appear or seem masculine


(as 
adj.

 
masculinized

 )


•
 
a slightly masculinized swagger.














II.
 
derivatives





masculinization

 
/ˌmaskyələnəˈzāSHən /






noun





















Masefield, John

 
/ˈmāsˌfēld/






(1878–1967), English poet and novelist; full name 
John Edward Masefield

 . He was appointed poet laureate in 1930. Notable works: 
Salt-Water Ballads

 (1902) and 
Reynard the Fox

 (1919).









maser

 
/ˈmāzər/





I.
 
noun




a device using the stimulated emission of radiation by excited atoms to amplify or generate coherent monochromatic electromagnetic radiation in the microwave range.











– origin

 1950s: acronym from 
microwave amplification by the stimulated emission of radiation

 .





Maseru

 
/ˈmäzəˌro͞o, ˈmaz-/






the capital of Lesotho, situated on the Caledon River near the border with the province of Free State in South Africa; pop. 211,000 (est. 2007).










mash

 
/maSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a uniform mass made by crushing a substance into a soft pulp, sometimes with the addition of liquid




•
 
pound the garlic to a mash.










2.
 
bran mixed with hot water given as a warm food to horses or other animals.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 mashed potatoes.




4.
 
(in brewing) a mixture of powdered malt and hot water, which is stood until the sugars dissolve to form the wort.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce (a food or other substance) to a uniform mass by crushing it




•
 
mash the beans to a paste




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mashed

 )
 
mashed bananas.










2.
 
crush or smash (something) to a pulp




•
 
he almost had his head mashed by a slamming door.










3.
 


(US)

 
(W. Indian)

 
‹informal›

 press forcefully on (something)




•
 
the worst thing you can do is mash the brake pedal.










4.
 
(in brewing) mix (powdered malt) with hot water to form wort.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (with reference to tea) brew or infuse.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





mash something up








‹informal›

 mix or combine two or more different elements




•
 
in my films I've always tried to artfully mash up genres




•
 
Dinsdale mashes up dance styles like UK garage, house, and hip-hop with masterful aplomb.





















– origin

 Old English 
māsc

 (used as a brewing term); perhaps ultimately related to mix
 .





MASH

 
/maSH/






abbreviation




mobile army surgical hospital.













mashed potatoes






plural noun



1.
 
a dish of potatoes that have been boiled and mashed, typically prepared with milk and butter




•
 
I had a boneless chicken breast with mashed potatoes and peas.










2.
 
(
mashed potato

 )
 — a dance originating in the US in the early 1960s, characterized by repeated sideways steps




•
 
teenagers did the twist, as well as the mashed potato and the Watusi.



















masher

 
/ˈmaSHər/






noun



1.
 
a utensil for mashing food




•
 
a potato masher.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a man who makes unwelcome sexual advances, often in public places and typically to women he does not know.

[late 19th cent.: probably a derivative of slang 
mash

 ‘attract sexually,’ perhaps from Romany 
masherava

 ‘allure.’]














Mashhad

 
/məˈSHäd /

 
Meshed






a city in northeastern Iran, close to the border with Turkmenistan; pop. 2,427,316 (2006). The burial place in 
AD

 809 of the Abbasid caliph Harun ar-Rashid and in 818 of the Shiite leader 
Ali ar-Rida

 , it is a holy city of the Shiite Muslims. It is the second largest city in Iran.









mashie

 
/ˈmaSHē/





I.
 
noun






[Golf]

 
‹dated›

 an iron used for lofting or for medium distances.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from French 
massue

 ‘club.’





mash note





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a letter that expresses infatuation with or gushing appreciation of someone.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from slang 
mash

 ‘infatuation’ + note
 .






Mashona

 
/məˈSHōnə, -ˈSHänə/





I.
 
noun




the Shona people collectively.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Shona people.











– origin

 the name in Shona.





Mashonaland

 
/məˈSHōnəˌland, -ˈSHänə-/






an area of northern Zimbabwe that is occupied by the Shona people. A former province of Southern Rhodesia, it is now divided into the three provinces of Mashonaland East, West, and Central.









mash-up

 
/ˈmaSHˌəp/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a mixture or fusion of disparate elements




•
 
the movie becomes a weird mash-up of 1950s western and 1970s TV cop show.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a recording created by digitally combining and synchronizing instrumental tracks with vocal tracks from two or more different songs.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
[Computing]

 a web page or application created by combining data or functionality from different sources




•
 
a mash-up that mixes CNN news with links to Wikipedia articles.



















masjid

 
/ˈməsjid, ˈmas-/






noun




Arabic word for a mosque.













mask

 
/mask/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covering for all or part of the face, worn as a disguise, or to amuse or terrify other people.




2.
 
a covering made of fiber or gauze and fitting over the nose and mouth to protect against dust or air pollutants, or made of sterile gauze and worn to prevent infection of the wearer or (in surgery) of the patient.




3.
 
a protective covering fitting over the whole face, worn in fencing, ice hockey, and other sports.




4.
 
a respirator used to filter inhaled air or to supply gas for inhalation.




5.
 
(also 
masque

 )
 — a cosmetic preparation spread over the face and left for some time to cleanse and improve the skin.




6.
 
a likeness of a person's face in clay or wax, especially one made by taking a mold from the face.




7.
 
a person's face regarded as having set into a particular expression




•
 
his face was a mask of rage.










8.
 
a hollow model of a human head worn by ancient Greek and Roman actors.




9.
 
the face or head of an animal, especially of a fox, as a hunting trophy.




10.
 


‹archaic›

 a masked person.




11.
 
a manner or expression that hides one's true character or feelings; a pretense




•
 
she let her mask of moderate respectability slip.










12.
 


[Photography]

 a piece of something, such as a card, used to cover a part of an image that is not required when exposing a print.




13.
 


[Electronics]

 a patterned metal film used in the manufacture of microcircuits to allow selective modification of the underlying material.




14.
 


[Entomology]

 the enlarged lower lip of a dragonfly larva, which can be extended to seize prey.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (the face) with a mask.




2.
 
conceal (something) from view




•
 
the poplars masked a factory.










3.
 
disguise or hide (a sensation or quality)




•
 
brandy did not completely mask the bitter taste.










4.
 
cover (an object or surface) so as to protect it from a process, especially painting




•
 


mask off

 doors and cupboards with sheets of plastic.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
masque

 , from Italian 
maschera

 , 
mascara

 , probably from medieval Latin 
masca

 ‘witch, specter,’ but influenced by Arabic 
masḵara

 ‘buffoon.’





masked

 
/maskt/






adjective



1.
 
wearing a mask on all or part of the face




•
 
a raid by masked gunmen




•
 
masked dancers.










2.
 
(of one's true character or feelings) concealed




•
 
the barely masked anger in their tone.



















masked ball

 
/ˈmas(k)(t) ˌbôl/






noun




a ball at which participants wear masks to conceal their faces.













masker

 
/ˈmaskər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that masks or conceals something else.




2.
 
a person taking part in a masquerade or masked ball.













masking tape

 
/ˈmaskiNG ˌtāp/






noun




adhesive tape used in painting to cover areas on which paint is not wanted.














maskinonge

 
/ˈmaskəˌnänj/






noun




another term for muskellunge
 .













Maslow, Abraham

 
/ˈmazlō/






(1908–70), US psychologist; full name 
Abraham Harold Maslow

 . A leader of the humanistic school of psychology, he postulated a “hierarchy of needs” to explain human motivation, and proposed "self-actualization." He wrote 
Motivation and Personality

 (1954).









masochism

 
/ˈmasəˌkizəm ˈmazəˌkizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tendency to derive pleasure, especially sexual gratification, from one's own pain or humiliation.




2.
 
(in general use) the enjoyment of what appears to be painful or tiresome




•
 
isn't there some masochism involved in taking on this kind of project?

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Leopold von Sacher-
Masoch

 (1835–95), the Austrian novelist who described it, + -ism
 .





masochist

 
/ˈmazəkəst ˈmasəkəst/






noun



1.
 
a person who derives sexual gratification from their own pain or humiliation




•
 
the roles of masochist and mistress.










2.
 
(in general use) a person who enjoys an activity that appears to be painful or tedious




•
 
what kind of masochist would take part in such an experiment?



















masochistic

 
/ˌmasəˈkistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deriving sexual gratification from one's own pain or humiliation




•
 
masochistic sexual fantasies.










2.
 
(in general use) enjoying an activity that appears to be painful or tedious




•
 
he seems to take a masochistic delight in confronting uncomfortable truths.














II.
 
derivatives





masochistically






adverb





















mason

 
/ˈmās(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a builder and worker in stone.




2.
 
(
Mason

 )
 — a Freemason.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
build from or strengthen with stone.




2.
 
cut, hew, or dress (stone).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
masson

 (noun), 
maçonner

 (verb), probably of Germanic origin; perhaps related to make
 .





Mason, James

 
/ˈmāsən/






(1909–84), English actor; full name 
James Neville Mason

 . Notable movies: 
A Star is Born

 (1954), 
Lolita

 (1962), 
Georgy Girl

 (1966), and 
The Verdict

 (1982).









mason bee






noun




a solitary bee that nests in cavities within which it constructs cells of sand and other particles glued together with saliva.

[
Osmia

 and other genera, family 
Apidae

 .]













Mason City

 
/ˌmāsən ˈsitē/






an industrial city in northern central Iowa; pop. 27,337 (est. 2008).









Mason–Dixon line

 
/ˌmāsənˈdiksən ˌlīn/





I.
 
noun




(in the US) the boundary between Maryland and Pennsylvania, taken as the northern limit of the slave-owning states before the abolition of slavery.











– origin

 named after Charles 
Mason

 (1728–1786) and Jeremiah 
Dixon

 (1733–1779), the English astronomers who surveyed it in 1763–67.





Masonic

 
/məˈsänik/






adjective




of or relating to Freemasons




•
 
a Masonic lodge.



















Masonite

 
/ˈmāsəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a type of hardboard.











– origin

 1920s: from the name of the 
Mason

 Fibre Co., Laurel, Mississippi, + -ite
 1
 .





mason jar

 
Mason jar





I.
 
noun




a wide-mouthed glass jar with an airtight screw top, used for preserving fruit and vegetables.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after John L. 
Mason

 (died 1902), US inventor.





masonry

 
/ˈmās(ə)nrē/






noun



1.
 
stonework.




2.
 
the work of a mason.




3.
 
(
Masonry

 )
 — Freemasonry.













mason wasp






noun




a solitary wasp that nests in a cavity or in a hole in the ground, sealing the nest with mud or similar material.

[Several genera in the family 
Eumenidae

 .]














Masorah

 
/məˈsôrə /

 
Massorah





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Masorah

 )


1.
 
the collection of information and comment on the text of the traditional Hebrew Bible by the Masoretes.




2.
 
the Masoretic text of the Bible.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
māsōrāh

 , based on 
'āsar

 ‘to bind,’ later interpreted in the sense ‘tradition’ (as if from 
māsar

 ‘hand down’).





Masorete

 
/ˈmasəˌrēt /

 
Massorete





I.
 
noun




any of the Jewish scholars of the 6th–10th centuries 
AD

 who contributed to the establishment of a recognized text of the Hebrew Bible, and to the compilation of the Masorah.








II.
 
derivatives





Masoretic

 
/ˌmasəˈretik /






adjective



















– origin

 from French 
Massoret

 and modern Latin 
Massoreta

 , from Hebrew 
māsōreṯ

 ; related to 
māsōrāh

 (see Masorah
 ).





masque

 
/mask/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of amateur dramatic entertainment, popular among the nobility in 16th- and 17th-century England, which consisted of dancing and acting performed by masked players.




2.
 
variant spelling of mask
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
derivatives





masquer

 
/ˈmaskər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘masquerade or masked ball’): probably a back-formation (with spelling influenced by French 
masque

 ‘mask’) from 
masker

 , from Italian 
mascar

 ‘person wearing a mask.’





masquerade

 
/ˌmaskəˈrād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a false show or pretense




•
 
his masquerade ended when he was arrested.










2.
 
the wearing of disguise




•
 
dressing up, role playing, and masquerade.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a masked ball.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pretend to be someone one is not




•
 
a journalist 
masquerading as

 a man in distress.










2.
 
be disguised or passed off as something else




•
 
the idle gossip that 
masquerades as

 news in some local papers.














III.
 
derivatives





masquerader

 
/ˌmaskəˈrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
mascarade

 , from Italian 
mascherata

 , from 
maschera

 ‘mask.’






mass

 
/mas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coherent, typically large body of matter with no definite shape




•
 


a mass of

 curly hair




•
 
from here the trees were a dark mass.










2.
 
a large number of people or objects crowded together




•
 


a mass of

 cyclists.










3.
 
a large amount of material




•
 


a mass of

 conflicting evidence.










4.
 
(
masses

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large quantity or amount of something




•
 
we get 
masses of

 homework.










5.
 
any of the main portions in a painting or drawing that each have some unity in color, lighting, or some other quality




•
 
the masterly distribution of masses.










6.
 
(
the mass of

 )
 — the majority of




•
 
the great mass of the population had little interest in the project.










7.
 
(
the masses

 )
 — the ordinary people.




8.
 


[Physics]

 the quantity of matter that a body contains, as measured by its acceleration under a given force or by the force exerted on it by a gravitational field.




9.
 
(in general use) weight.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to, done by, or affecting large numbers of people or things




•
 
the movie has mass appeal




•
 
a mass exodus of refugees.














III.
 
verb




assemble or cause to assemble into a mass or as one body


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
both countries began massing troops in the region




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
clouds massed heavily on the horizon.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be a mass of






be completely covered with




•
 
his face was a mass of bruises.















2.
 
in the mass






as a whole




•
 
her genuine affection for humanity in the mass.


















V.
 
derivatives





massless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
masse

 , from Latin 
massa

 , from Greek 
maza

 ‘barley cake’; perhaps related to 
massein

 ‘knead.’






Mass

 
/mas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Christian Eucharist or Holy Communion, especially in the Roman Catholic Church




•
 
we went to Mass




•
 
the Latin Mass.










2.
 
a celebration of the Eucharist




•
 
there was a Mass and the whole family was supposed to go.










3.
 
a musical setting of parts of the liturgy used in the Mass.











– origin

 Old English 
mæsse

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
missa

 ‘dismissal, prayer at the conclusion of a liturgy, liturgy, mass,’ from Latin 
miss-

 ‘dismissed,’ from 
mittere

 ‘send, dismiss.’





Mass.






abbreviation




Massachusetts.













massa

 
/ˈmasə/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 (in representations of black speech) master.













Massachusett

 
/ˌmasəˈCHo͞osit /

 
Massachuset






noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Massachusetts)
 — a member of an extinct North American Indian people, formerly found in eastern Massachusetts.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Massachusett.














Massachusetts

 
/ˌmasəˈCHo͞osəts/






a state in the northeastern US, on the Atlantic coast, one of the six New England states; pop. 6,497,967 (est. 2008); capital, Boston; statehood, Feb. 6, 1788 (6). Settled by the Pilgrims in 1620, it was a center of resistance to the British before becoming one of the original thirteen states.









Massachusetts Bay






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean between Cape Cod and Cape Ann, in eastern Massachusetts, of which Boston Harbor is an inlet.









Massachusetts Institute of Technology

 
MIT






a US institute of higher education, famous for scientific and technical research, founded in 1861 in Cambridge, Massachusetts.









massacre

 
/ˈmasəkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an indiscriminate and brutal slaughter of people




•
 
the attack was described as a cold-blooded massacre




•
 
she says he is an accomplice to massacre.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a heavy defeat of a sports team or contestant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately and violently kill (a large number of people).




2.
 


‹informal›

 inflict a heavy defeat on (a sports team or contestant).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





massage

 
/məˈsäZH məˈsäj/





I.
 
noun




the rubbing and kneading of muscles and joints of the body with the hands, especially to relieve tension or pain




•
 
massage can ease tiredness and jet lag




•
 
a massage will help loosen you up.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub and knead (a person or part of the body) with the hands.




2.
 
(
massage something in/into/onto

 )
 — rub a substance into (the skin or hair).




3.
 
flatter (someone's ego)




•
 
I chose a man who massaged my bruised ego.










4.
 
manipulate (figures) to give a more acceptable result




•
 
the accounts had been massaged and adjusted to suit the government.














III.
 
derivatives





massager






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
masser

 ‘knead, treat with massage,’ probably from Portuguese 
amassar

 ‘knead,’ from 
massa

 ‘dough.’





massage parlor

 
/məˈsä(d)ZH ˌpärlər/






noun



1.
 
an establishment providing massages.




2.
 
such an establishment that is actually a front for prostitution.













massasauga

 
/ˌmasəˈsôɡə/





I.
 
noun




a small North American rattlesnake of variable color that favors damp habitats.

[
Sistrurus catenatus

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Mississauga
 .





Massasoit

 
/ˈmasəsoit/






(c.1580–1661), chief of the Wampanoag Indians; father of King Philip. He signed a peace treaty with the Pilgrims at Plymouth in 1621 and remained a friend to white settlers, although their territorial expansion troubled him.









Mass card






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a card sent to the family of someone who has died, stating that the sender has arranged for a Mass to be said in memory of the deceased.













mass communication






noun




the imparting or exchanging of information on a large scale to a wide range of people




•
 
that modern miracle of mass communication—the telephone




•
 
the development of electronic mass communication extended the scope of propaganda.



















mass defect






noun






[Physics]

 the difference between the mass of an isotope and its mass number.













massé

 
/maˈsā/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Billiards]

 a stroke made with an inclined cue, imparting swerve to the ball




•
 
a massé shot.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, past participle of 
masser

 , describing the action of making such a stroke.





mass energy

 
/mas ˈenərjē/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 mass and energy regarded as interconvertible manifestations of the same phenomenon, according to the laws of relativity.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the mass of a body regarded relativistically as energy.













masseter

 
/məˈsēdər /

 
masseter muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a muscle that runs through the rear part of the cheek from the temporal bone to the lower jaw on each side and closes the jaw in chewing.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
masētēr

 , from 
masasthai

 ‘to chew.’





masseur

 
/maˈsər maˈso͝or/





I.
 
noun




a person, especially a man, who provides massages professionally.











– origin

 French, from 
masser

 ‘to massage.’





masseuse

 
/maˈso͞os maˈso͞oz/





I.
 
noun




a woman who provides massage professionally.











– origin

 French, from 
masser

 ‘to massage.’





Massey, Raymond

 
/ˈmasē/






(1896–1983), US actor and producer; born in Canada; full name 
Raymond Hart Massey

 . His movies include 
Abe Lincoln in Illinois

 (1940), 
Arsenic and Old Lace

 (1944) and 
East of Eden

 (1955). He also played Dr. Leonard Gillespie on the television series 
Dr. Kildare

 (1961–66).









mass grave






noun




a pit dug in the ground to receive a large number of corpses




•
 
2,800 civilians were massacred and buried in mass graves.



















Masshole

 
/ˈmasˌhōl/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a contemptuous term for a native or inhabitant of the state of Massachusetts.











– origin

 1990s: blend of Massachusetts
 and asshole
 .





massicot

 
/ˈmasəˌkät/





I.
 
noun




a yellow form of lead monoxide, used as a pigment.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French (influenced by Italian 
marzacotto

 ‘unguent’), ultimately from Arabic 
martak

 .





massif

 
/maˈsēf/





I.
 
noun




a compact group of mountains, especially one that is separate from other groups.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a large building): French adjective meaning ‘massive,’ used as a noun. The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





Massif Central

 
/məˌsēf ˌsänˈträl/






a mountainous plateau in south central France. It covers almost one sixth of the country and rises to a height of 6,188 feet (1,887 m) at Puy de Sancy, a mountain in the Auvergne region.









Massillon

 
/ˈmasələn/






a city in northeastern Ohio, south of Akron; pop. 32,613 (est. 2008).









Massine, Léonide

 
/mäˈsēn/






(1895–1979), US choreographer and ballet dancer, born in Russia; full name 
Léonide Fédorovitch Massine

 ; born 
Leonid Fyodorovich Myasin

 . He was the originator of the symphonic ballet, and danced in and choreographed the movie 
The Red Shoes

 (1948).










massive

 
/ˈmasiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
large and heavy or solid




•
 
a massive rampart of stone.










2.
 
exceptionally large




•
 
massive crowds are expected.










3.
 
very intense or severe




•
 
a massive heart attack.










4.
 


‹informal›

 particularly successful or influential




•
 
the title song became a massive hit.










5.
 


[Geology]

 (of rocks or beds) having no discernible form or structure.




6.
 
(of a mineral) not visibly crystalline.








II.
 
derivatives





massiveness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
massif

 , 
-ive

 , from Old Fre 
massis

 , based on Latin 
massa

 (see mass
 ).





massively

 
/ˈmasivlē/






adverb



1.
 
on a vast scale




•
 
biotechnology is expected to contribute massively to the global economy.










2.
 
to a very great extent; extremely




•
 
research at all levels is massively underfunded.










3.
 
in a very large and heavy or solid form




•
 
a massively built four-story building.



















massively parallel






adjective




(of a computer) consisting of many individual processing units, and thus able to execute many different parts of a program at the same time.














mass market

 
/mas ˈmärkət/





I.
 
noun




the market for goods that are produced in large quantities




•
 
mobile technologies have hit the mass market




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
mass-market brands




•
 
a proven mass-market product.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
market (a product) on a large scale




•
 
since the demise of the small local breweries, the only beers available have been mass-produced, homogenized, and mass-marketed.




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mass-marketed

 )
 
mass-marketed video games.




•
 (as 
noun

 
mass-marketing

 )
 
the wide appeal of the material permits mass-marketing.



















mass media

 
/ˈmas ˈˌmēdēə/






plural noun

 — (usu. 
the mass media

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the media.













mass murder






noun




the murder of a large number of people




•
 
the mass murder of approximately six million European Jews during World War Two




•
 
one of the worst mass murders of the 20th century.



















mass murderer






noun




a person who commits mass murder




•
 
mass murderers tend to have a history of pent-up frustration and failures.




















mass noun

 
/ˈmas ˌnoun/






noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a noun denoting something that cannot be counted (e.g., a substance or quality), in English usually a noun that lacks a plural in ordinary usage and is not used with the indefinite article, e.g., 
luggage

 , 
china

 , 
happiness

 .

Contrasted with count noun
 .




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a noun denoting something that normally cannot be counted but that may be countable when it refers to different units or types, e.g., 
coffee

 , 
bread

 (
drank some coffee, ordered two coffees

 ; 
ate some bread, several different breads

 ).













mass number

 
/ˈmas ˌnəmbər/






noun






[Physics]

 the total number of protons and neutrons in a nucleus.













Masson, André

 
/məˈsän, mäˈsôN/






(1896–1987), French painter and graphic artist. He joined the surrealists in the mid 1920s and pioneered “automatic” drawing, a form of fluid, spontaneous composition intended to express images emerging from the unconscious.









mass-produce

 
/ˌmasprəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce large quantities of (a standardized article) by an automated mechanical process


(as 
adj.

 
mass-produced

 )


•
 
cheap mass-produced goods.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mass-producer






noun













2.
 
mass production

 
/ˌmas prəˈdəkSH(ə)n /






noun





















mass spectrograph

 
/ˈˌmas ˈspektrəˌɡraf/






noun




a mass spectrometer in which the particles are detected photographically.













mass spectrometer

 
/ˈˌmas ˌspekˈträmədər/






noun




an apparatus for separating isotopes, molecules, and molecular fragments according to mass. The sample is vaporized and ionized, and the ions are accelerated in an electric field and deflected by a magnetic field into a curved trajectory that gives a distinctive mass spectrum.













mass spectrum






noun




a distribution of ions shown by the use of a mass spectrograph or mass spectrometer.













masstige

 
/maˈstēZH, -ˈstēj/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
used to refer to mass-produced, relatively inexpensive goods that are marketed as luxurious or prestigious




•
 
top designers have been creating masstige lines




•
 
the payoff for those selling masstige is that usually they make more profit than those operating in the worlds of super-discount or top-end luxury.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of mass market
 and prestige
 .





mass transit






noun






(N. Amer.)

 public transportation, especially in an urban area.













massy

 
/ˈmasē/






adjective






‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 consisting of a large mass; bulky; massive




•
 
a round massy table.



















mast1


 
/mast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall upright post, spar, or other structure on a ship or boat, in sailing vessels generally carrying a sail or sails.




2.
 
a tall upright structure on land, especially a flagpole or a television or radio transmitter.




3.
 
(in full 
captain's mast

 )
 — 

(US)

 (in the US Navy) a session of court presided over by the captain of a ship, especially to hear cases of minor offenses.








II.
 
phrases





before the mast








‹historical›

 serving as an ordinary seaman in a sailing ship (quartered in the forecastle).












III.
 
derivatives





masted

 
/ˈmastəd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a single-masted fishing boat

























– origin

 Old English 
mæst

 ; related to Dutch 
mast

 and German 
Mast

 .






mast2


 
/mast/





I.
 
noun




the fruit of beech, oak, chestnut, and other forest trees, especially as food for pigs and wild animals.











– origin

 Old English 
mæst

 ; probably related to meat
 .





mastaba

 
/ˈmastəbə /

 
mastabah





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 an ancient Egyptian tomb rectangular in shape with sloping sides and a flat roof, standing to a height of 17–20 feet (5–6 m), consisting of an underground burial chamber with rooms above it (at ground level) in which to store offerings.




2.
 
(in Islamic countries) a bench, typically of stone, attached to a house.











– origin

 from Arabic 
maṣṭaba

 .





mast cell





I.
 
noun




a cell filled with basophil granules, found in numbers in connective tissue and releasing histamine and other substances during inflammatory and allergic reactions.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
mast

 from German 
Mast

 ‘fattening, feeding.’





mastectomy

 
/maˈstektəmē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical operation to remove a breast.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
mastos

 ‘breast’ + -ectomy
 .






master1


 
/ˈmastər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a man who has people working for him, especially servants or slaves




•
 
he acceded to his master's wishes.










2.
 
a person who has dominance or control of something




•
 
he was master of the situation.










3.
 
a machine or device directly controlling another


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a master cylinder.







Compare with slave
 .




4.
 


‹dated›

 a male head of a household




•
 
the master of the house.










5.
 
the owner of a dog, horse, or other domesticated animal.




6.
 
a skilled practitioner of a particular art or activity




•
 
I'm a master of disguise.










7.
 
a great artist, especially one belonging to the accepted canon




•
 
the work of the great masters is spread around the art galleries of the world.










8.
 
a very strong chess or bridge player, especially one who has qualified for the title at international tournaments




•
 
a chess master.







See also grand master
 .




9.
 
(
Masters

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — (in some sports) a class for competitors over the usual age for the highest level of competition.




10.
 
a person who holds a second or further degree from a university or other academic institution (only in titles and set expressions)




•
 
a master's degree




•
 
a Master of Arts.










11.
 
(
master's

 )
 — a postgraduate degree




•
 
I had a master's in computer engineering.










12.
 
a man in charge of an organization or group, in particular




13.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a male schoolteacher, especially at a public or prep school.




14.
 
the head of a college or school.




15.
 
the captain of a merchant ship.




16.
 
used as a title prefixed to the name of a boy not old enough to be called “Mr.”




•
 
Master James Williams.










17.
 


‹archaic›

 a title for a man of high rank or learning.




18.
 
the title of the heir apparent of a Scottish viscount or baron.




19.
 
an original movie, recording, or document from which copies can be made


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the master tape.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having or showing very great skill or proficiency




•
 
a heart-warming story from a master storyteller.










2.
 
denoting a person skilled in a particular trade and able to teach others




•
 
a master bricklayer.










3.
 
main; principal




•
 
the apartment's master bathroom has a free-standing oval bathtub.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
acquire complete knowledge or skill in (an accomplishment, technique, or art)




•
 
I never mastered Latin.










2.
 
gain control of; overcome




•
 
I managed to master my fears.










3.
 
make a master copy of (a movie or record).








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
masterdom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
masterhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













3.
 
masterless

 
/ˈmastərləs /






adjective













4.
 
mastership

 
/ˈmastərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mæg(i)ster

 (later reinforced by Old French 
maistre

 ), from Latin 
magister

 ; probably related to 
magis

 ‘more’ (i.e., ‘more important’).





master2


 
/ˈmastər/






noun

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
a ship or boat with a specified number of masts




•
 
a three-master.



















master-at-arms

 
/ˌmastərədˈärmz/






noun




a naval petty officer appointed to carry out or supervise police duties on board a ship.













master bedroom






noun




the main or largest bedroom in a house or apartment




•
 
the master bedroom overlooks the communal garden, as do the bathroom and kitchen.



















master chief petty officer






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above senior chief petty officer and below warrant officer.













master class

 
masterclass






noun




a class, especially in music, given by an expert to highly talented students.













masterful

 
/ˈmastərfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
powerful and able to control others




•
 
behind the lace and ruffles was a masterful woman.










2.
 
performed or performing very skillfully




•
 
a masterful assessment of the difficulties.














II.
 
derivatives





masterfulness

 
/ˈmastərfəlnəs /






noun



















usage:

 Some writers maintain a distinction between 
masterful

 and 
masterly

 , using 
masterful

 to mean ‘powerful and able to control others’ (a 
masterful

 tone of voice) and 
masterly

 to mean ‘with the skill of a master’ (a 
masterly

 performance). In practice, the two words overlap considerably in the second meaning: more than half the citations for 
masterful

 in the Oxford English Corpus relate to the sense ‘with the skill of a master’.





masterfully

 
/ˈmastərfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a powerful way that shows ability to control others




•
 
she masterfully took over.










2.
 
in a very skillful manner




•
 
a masterfully crafted novel.



















master gunnery sergeant






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Marine Corps ranking above master sergeant and below sergeant major.













master key

 
/ˈmastər ˈˌkē/






noun




a key that opens several locks, each of which also has its own key




•
 
the custodian has the master key to all the classrooms.



















masterly

 
/ˈmastərlē/





I.
 
adjective




performed or performing in a very skillful and accomplished way




•
 
his masterly account of rural France.

















usage:

 On the difference in use between 
masterly

 and 
masterful

 , see usage at masterful
 .





master mason






noun



1.
 
a skilled mason, especially one who employs other workers.




2.
 
a fully qualified Freemason.













mastermind

 
/ˈmastərˌmīnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with an outstanding intellect




•
 
an eminent musical mastermind.










2.
 
someone who plans and directs an ingenious and complex scheme or enterprise




•
 
the mastermind behind the project.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plan and direct (an ingenious and complex scheme or enterprise)




•
 
he was accused of masterminding a gold-smuggling racket.



















master of ceremonies






noun




a person who introduces speakers, players, or entertainers.













masterpiece

 
/ˈmastərˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a work of outstanding artistry, skill, or workmanship




•
 
a great literary masterpiece




•
 
the car was a masterpiece of space-age technology.










2.
 
an artist's or craftsman's best piece of work




•
 
the painting is arguably Picasso's masterpiece.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of work by a craftsman accepted as qualification for membership of a guild as an acknowledged master.













master plan

 
/ˈmastər ˈˌplan/






noun




a comprehensive or far-reaching plan of action.













Masters, Edgar Lee

 
/ˈmastərz/






(1869–1950), US writer. His verse is collected most notably in the 
Spoon River Anthology

 (1915). He also wrote biographies and novels.









master sergeant

 
/ˈmastər ˈsärjənt/






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US armed forces of high rank, in particular (in the Army) an NCO above sergeant first class and below sergeant major, (in the Air Force) an NCO above technical sergeant and below senior master sergeant, or (in the Marine Corps) an NCO above gunnery sergeant and below master gunnery sergeant.













mastersinger

 
/ˈmastərˌsiNGər/






noun




another term for Meistersinger
 .













Masters Tournament

 
/ˈmastərz ˌto͝ornəmənt/






a prestigious US golf competition, held in Augusta, Georgia, in which golfers (chiefly professionals) compete only by invitation on the basis of their past achievements.









master stroke

 
/ˈmastər ˌstrōk/






noun




an outstandingly skillful and opportune act; a very clever move.













master switch






noun



1.
 
a switch controlling the supply of electricity or fuel to an entire system.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a substance or gene that regulates gene expression or embryonic development, or initiates cancer.













masterwork

 
/ˈmastərˌwərk/






noun




a masterpiece.













mastery

 
/ˈmast(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
comprehensive knowledge or skill in a subject or accomplishment




•
 
she played with some mastery.










2.
 
the action or process of mastering a subject or accomplishment




•
 
a child's mastery of language.










3.
 
control or superiority over someone or something




•
 
man's 
mastery over

 nature.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
maistrie

 , from 
maistre

 ‘master.’





masthead

 
/ˈmastˌhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the highest part of a ship's mast or of the lower section of a mast.




2.
 
the title of a newspaper or magazine at the head of the front or editorial page.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the listed details in a newspaper or magazine referring to ownership, advertising rates, etc.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 send (a sailor) to the masthead, especially as a punishment.




2.
 
raise (a flag or sail) to the masthead.













mastic

 
/ˈmastik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic gum or resin exuded from the bark of a Mediterranean tree, used in making varnish and chewing gum and as a flavoring.




2.
 
(also 
mastic tree

 )
 — the bushy evergreen Mediterranean tree of the cashew family that yields mastic and has aromatic leaves and fruit, closely related to the pistachio.

[
Pistacia lentiscus

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]




3.
 
a puttylike waterproof filler and sealant used in building.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French and Latin from Greek 
mastikhē

 (perhaps from 
mastikhan

 ‘masticate’).





masticate

 
/ˈmastəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
chew (food).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mastication

 
/ˌmastəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
masticator

 
/ˈmastəˌkādər /






noun













3.
 
masticatory

 
/ˈmastəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
masticat-

 ‘chewed,’ from the verb 
masticare

 , from Greek 
mastikhan

 ‘gnash the teeth’ (related to 
masasthai

 ‘to chew’).





mastiff

 
/ˈmastəf/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a large, strong breed with drooping ears and pendulous lips.











– origin

 Middle English: obscurely representing Old French 
mastin

 , based on Latin 
mansuetus

 ‘tame.’





mastiff bat






noun




a heavily built, free-tailed bat with a broad muzzle, found mainly in America and Australasia.

[
Eumops

 , 
Molossus

 , and other genera, family 
Molossidae

 : several species, including the large 
western mastiff bat

 (
E. perotis

 ).]













Mastigophora

 
/ˌmastiˈɡäfərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of single-celled animals that includes the protozoal flagellates, which are now generally divided among several phyla of the kingdom 
Protista

 .

[Subphylum (or superclass) 
Mastigophora

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





mastigophoran

 
/-ˈɡäf(ə)rən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
mastigophoros

 , from 
mastix

 , 
mastig-

 ‘whip’ + 
-phoros

 ‘bearing.’





mastitis

 
/maˈstīdəs/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the mammary gland in the breast or udder, typically due to bacterial infection via a damaged nipple or teat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
mastos

 ‘breast’ + -itis
 .





mastodon

 
/ˈmastəˌdän/





I.
 
noun




a large, extinct, elephantlike mammal of the Miocene to Pleistocene epochs, having teeth of a relatively primitive form and number.

[Mammutidae and other families, order 
Proboscidea

 : many species, including the 
American mastodon

 (
Mammut americanum

 ), which possibly survived to historical times in North America.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mastos

 ‘breast’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’ (with reference to nipple-shaped tubercles on the crowns of its molar teeth).





mastoid

 
/ˈmastoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the mastoid process




•
 
mastoid disease.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the mastoid process.




2.
 
(
mastoids

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — 

[Anatomy]

 
‹informal›

 mastoiditis.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via French and modern Latin from Greek 
mastoeidēs

 ‘breast-shaped,’ from 
mastos

 ‘breast.’





mastoiditis

 
/ˌmastoiˈdīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the mastoid process.













mastoid process






noun




a conical prominence of the temporal bone behind the ear, to which neck muscles are attached, and which has air spaces linked to the middle ear.













masturbate

 
/ˈmastərˌbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stimulate one's own genitals for sexual pleasure.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stimulate the genitals of (someone) to give them sexual pleasure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
masturbator






noun













2.
 
masturbatory

 
/ˈmastərbəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
masturbat-

 ‘masturbated,’ from the verb 
masturbari

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





masturbation

 
/ˌmastərˈbāSHən/






noun




stimulation of the genitals with the hand for sexual pleasure




•
 
a desire to engage in masturbation




•
 
mutual masturbation.



















Masuria

 
/məˈso͝orēə/






a low-lying forested region in northeastern Poland. Formerly part of East Prussia, it was assigned to Poland after World War II. Also called 
Masurian Lakes

 .









mat1


 
/mat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of protective material placed on a floor, in particular




2.
 
a piece of coarse material placed on a floor for people to wipe their feet on.




3.
 
a piece of resilient material for landing on in gymnastics, wrestling, or similar sports.




4.
 
a small rug.




5.
 
a piece of coarse material for lying on




•
 
a beach mat.










6.
 
a small piece of cork, card, or similar material placed on a table or other surface to protect it from the heat or moisture of an object placed on it.




7.
 
a thick, untidy layer of something hairy or woolly




•
 
his chest was covered by a thick mat of soft fair hair.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tangle (something, especially hair) in a thick mass




•
 
sweat matted his hair




•
 
the fur on its flank was matted with blood.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become tangled.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go to the mat








‹informal›

 vigorously engage in an argument or dispute, typically on behalf of a particular person or cause.









2.
 
on the mat








‹informal›

 being reprimanded by someone in authority.

[with military reference to the orderly room mat, where an accused would stand before the commanding officer.]















– origin

 Old English 
m(e)att(e)

 ; related to Dutch 
mat

 and German 
Matte

 , from late Latin 
matta

 , from Phoenician.





mat2


 
/mat/






noun




short for matrix
 (
sense

 2).













mat3


 
/mat/






adjective, noun, verb




variant spelling of matte
 1
 .













MAT1


 
/mat/





I.
 
noun




a technology that uses chemicals (usually petrolatum, dimethicone, and polyquaternium) to reduce the ability of bacteria to adhere to the skin




•
 
the company is developing MAT-containing soaps.

















– origin

 abbr. of 
microbial anti-attachment technology

 .





MAT2







abbreviation




Master of Arts in Teaching.













mat.






abbreviation



1.
 
matins.




2.
 
maturity.














Matabele

 
/ˌmadəˈbēlē/





I.
 
noun




the Ndebele people collectively, particularly those of Zimbabwe.











– origin

 from Sotho 
matebele

 , singular 
letebele

 , the name given to this people.





matador

 
/ˈmadəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bullfighter whose task is to kill the bull.




2.
 
(in ombre, skat, and other card games) any of the highest trumps.




3.
 
a domino game in which halves are matched so as to make a total of seven.




4.
 
any of the dominoes that have seven spots altogether, together with the double blank.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘killer,’ from 
matar

 ‘to kill,’ from Persian 
māt

 ‘dead’; senses relating to games are extended uses, expressing a notion of dominance or control.





Matagorda Bay

 
/ˌmadəˌɡôrdə ˈbā/






an inlet of the Gulf of Mexico in southeastern Texas, at the mouth of the Colorado River.









Mata Hari

 
/ˈmätə ˈhärē, ˈmatə ˈharē/





I.
 
(1876–1917), Dutch dancer and secret agent; born 
Margaretha Geertruida Zelle

 . She probably worked for both French and German intelligence services before being executed by the French in 1917.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Mata Hari

 )
 — a beautiful and seductive female spy.







– origin

 from Malay 
mata

 ‘eye’ and 
hari

 ‘day,’ as a compound meaning ‘sun.’





matamata

 
/ˈmadəməˌtä/





I.
 
noun




a grotesque South American freshwater turtle that has a broad flat head and neck with irregular projections of skin resembling waterweed.

[
Chelus fimbriatus

 , family 
Chelidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin; probably from a South American Indian language.





Matanuska Valley

 
/ˌmadəˌno͞oskə ˈvalē/






an agricultural region in south central Alaska, northeast of Anchorage.










match1


 
/maCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a contest in which people or teams compete against each other in a particular sport




•
 
a boxing match.










2.
 
a person or thing able to contend with another as an equal in quality or strength




•
 
they were 
no match for

 the trained mercenaries.










3.
 
a person or thing that resembles or corresponds to another




•
 
the child's identical twin would be a perfect match for organ donation.










4.
 


[Computing]

 a string that fulfills the specified conditions of a computer search.




5.
 
a pair that corresponds or is very similar




•
 
the headdresses and bouquet were a perfect match.










6.
 
the fact or appearance of corresponding




•
 
stones of a perfect match and color.










7.
 
a person viewed in regard to their eligibility for marriage, especially as regards class or wealth




•
 
he was an unsuitable match for any of their girls.










8.
 
a marriage




•
 
a dynastic match.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
correspond or cause to correspond in some essential respect; make or be harmonious


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we bought green and blue curtains to match the bedspread




•
 
she 
matched

 her steps 
to

 his




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the jacket and pants do not match.










2.
 
team (someone or something) with someone or something else appropriate or harmonious




•
 
they 
matched

 suitably qualified applicants 
with

 institutions that had vacancies




•
 
she was trying to 
match

 the draperies 
to

 the couch.










3.
 
be equal to (something) in quality or strength




•
 
his anger matched her own.










4.
 
succeed in reaching or equaling (a standard or quality)




•
 
he tried to match her nonchalance.










5.
 
equalize (two coupled electrical impedances) so as to bring about the maximum transfer of power from one to the other.




6.
 
place (a person or group) in contest or competition with another




•
 
the big names were 
matched against

 nobodies




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
matched

 )
 
evenly matched teams.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a match






form a partnership, especially by getting married.









2.
 
meet one's match






encounter one's equal in strength or ability




•
 
Iris had met her match.















3.
 
to match






corresponding in some essential respect with something previously mentioned or chosen




•
 
a new coat and a hat to match.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
match up to






be as good as or equal to




•
 
she matches up to the challenges of the job.















2.
 
match someone with








‹archaic›

 bring about the marriage of someone to




•
 
try if you can to match her with a duke.


















V.
 
derivatives





matchable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
gemæcca

 ‘mate, companion’; related to the base of make
 .





match2


 
/maCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, thin piece of wood or cardboard used to light a fire, being tipped with a composition that ignites when rubbed against a rough surface.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of wick or cord designed to burn at a uniform rate, used for firing a cannon or lighting gunpowder.








II.
 
phrases





put a match to






set fire to.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘wick of a candle’): from Old French 
meche

 , perhaps from Latin 
myxa

 ‘spout of a lamp,’ later ‘lamp wick.’





matcha

 
/ˈmäCHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
powdered green tea leaves, dissolved in hot water to make tea or used as a flavoring




•
 
all you need is matcha, boiling water, a milk of your choice, and honey




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
matcha cookies.










2.
 
tea made with matcha




•
 
models were spotted sipping bright green matcha.

















– origin

 Japanese, from 
matsu

 ‘to rub’ + 
cha

 ‘tea,’ from Chinese (Mandarin dialect) 
chá

 (see tea
 ).





matchboard

 
/ˈmaCHbôrd/






noun




any of a set of interlocking boards joined together by a tongue cut along the edge of one board and fitting into a groove along the edge of another. Also called 
matched board

 .













matchbook

 
/ˈmaCHˌbo͝ok/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small cardboard folder of matches with a striking surface on one side.













matchbox

 
/ˈmaCHˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a small box in which matches are sold.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — something very small, especially a house, apartment, or room




•
 
her new thimble-sized, matchbox apartment.



















matching

 
/ˈmaCHiNG/






adjective



1.
 
corresponding in pattern, color, or design; complementary




•
 
a blue jacket and matching skirt.










2.
 
equal in number or amount; equivalent




•
 
the college will provide matching funds to complete the project.



















matchless

 
/ˈmaCHləs/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be equaled; incomparable




•
 
the Parthenon has a matchless beauty.














II.
 
derivatives





matchlessly






adverb





















matchlock

 
/ˈmaCHˌläk/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a type of gun with a lock in which a piece of wick or cord is placed for igniting the powder


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
matchlock guns.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a lock on a gun in which a wick is placed for igniting the powder.













matchmaker

 
/ˈmaCHˌmākər/






noun



1.
 
a person who arranges relationships and marriages between others, either informally or, in certain cultural communities, as a formal occupation.




2.
 
a person or company that brings parties together for commercial purposes.













matchmaking

 
/ˈmaCHˌmākiNG/






noun




the arranging of marriages or initiation of romantic relationships between others




•
 
opportunities for matchmaking between her daughter and some suitable partners




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an online matchmaking service.



















match play

 
/ˈmaCH ˌplā/






noun




play in golf in which the score is reckoned by counting the holes won by each side, as opposed to the number of strokes taken.

Compare with stroke play
 .













match point

 
/ˈmaCH ˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
(in tennis and other sports) a point that if won by one contestant will also win the match.




2.
 
(
matchpoint

 )
 — (in duplicate bridge) a unit of scoring in matches and tournaments




•
 
a convincing margin of 54 matchpoints.



















matchstick

 
/ˈmaCHˌstik/






noun



1.
 
the stem of a match, especially a wooden one.




2.
 
something likened to a match in being long and thin




•
 
cut the vegetables into matchsticks




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
matchstick legs.



















matchup

 
/ˈmaCHəp/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a contest between athletes or sports teams




•
 
a matchup of two twenty-something pitchers wondering what it is like to win in the majors.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Basketball]

 another term for a man-to-man defense.

See man-to-man at man
 .













matchwood

 
/ˈmaCHˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
very small pieces or splinters of wood




•
 
their boat was shattered into matchwood against the rocks.










2.
 
light wood suitable for making matches.














mate1


 
/māt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of birds or other animals




•
 
a male bird sings to court a mate.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's husband, wife, or other sexual partner.




3.
 


‹informal›

 one of a matched pair




•
 
a sock without its mate.










4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a fellow member or joint occupant of a specified thing




•
 
his tablemates.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a friendly form of address between men or boys




•
 
“See you then, mate.”










6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a friend or companion




•
 
I was with a mate




•
 
my best mate, Steve.










7.
 
an assistant or deputy, in particular




8.
 
an assistant to a skilled worker




•
 
a plumber's mate.










9.
 
a deck officer on a merchant ship subordinate to the master.

See also first mate
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of animals or birds) come together for breeding; copulate




•
 
successful males may 
mate with

 many females.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (animals or birds) together for breeding.




3.
 
join in marriage or sexual partnership




•
 
people tend to 
mate with

 others in their own social class.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — connect or be connected mechanically.




•
 
a four-cylinder engine 
mated to

 a five-speed gearbox.














III.
 
phrases





mates' rates








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 discounted prices or preferential terms offered to friends by the seller of a product or service




•
 
Rick arranged for the repair to be done at mates' rates.


















IV.
 
derivatives





mateless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German 
māt(e

 ) ‘comrade,’ of West Germanic origin; related to meat
 (the underlying notion being that of eating together).






mate2


 
/māt/





I.
 
noun, verb






[Chess]

 short for checkmate
 .











– origin

 Middle English: the noun from Anglo-Norman French 
mat

 (from the phrase 
eschec mat

 ‘checkmate’); the verb from Anglo-Norman French 
mater

 ‘to checkmate.’






maté

 
/ˈmäˌtā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
maté tea

 )
 — an infusion of the leaves of a South American shrub, which is high in caffeine and bitter.




2.
 
the leaves of the maté shrub.




3.
 
(also 
yerba maté

 )
 — the South American shrub of the holly family which produces maté leaves.

[
Ilex paraguariensis

 , family 
Aquifoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Spanish 
mate

 , from Quechua 
mati

 .





matelassé

 
/ˌmatlˌäˈsā, ˌmätlä-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a silk or wool fabric) having a raised design like quilting.








II.
 
noun




fabric having a raised design like quilting.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘quilted,’ past participle of 
matelasser

 , from 
matelas

 ‘mattress.’






matelot

 
/ˈmatlō/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a sailor.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (nautical slang): from French, variant of 
matenot

 , from Middle Dutch 
mattenoot

 ‘bed companion,’ because sailors had to share hammocks in twos.





matelote

 
/ˌmatlˈōt, matˈlōt/





I.
 
noun




a dish of fish in a sauce of wine and onions.











– origin

 French, from 
à la matelote

 , literally ‘mariner-style,’ from 
matelot

 ‘sailor’ (see matelot
 ).





mater

 
/ˈmādər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 mother




•
 
the mater has kept the house in London.

















– origin

 Latin.





mater dolorosa

 
/ˈmātər ˌdōləˈrōsə, ˈmätər, ˌdäl-/





I.
 
the Virgin Mary sorrowing for the death of Jesus Christ, especially as a representation in art.







– origin

 from medieval Latin, ‘sorrowful mother.’






materfamilias

 
/ˌmātərfəˈmilēəs, ˌmätər-/





I.
 
noun




the female head of a family or household.

Compare with paterfamilias
 .











– origin

 Latin, from 
mater

 ‘mother’ + 
familias

 , old genitive form of 
familia

 ‘family.’





material

 
/məˈtirēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the matter from which a thing is or can be made




•
 
goats can eat more or less any plant material




•
 
materials such as brass




•
 
highly flammable materials.










2.
 
(usu. 
materials

 )
 — things needed for an activity




•
 
cleaning materials.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a person of a specified quality or suitability




•
 
he's not really Olympic material.










4.
 
facts, information, or ideas for use in creating a book or other work




•
 
there is much good material here for priests to use in sermons.










5.
 
items, especially songs or jokes, comprising a performer's act




•
 
a band playing original material.










6.
 
cloth or fabric




•
 
a piece of dark material




•
 
dress materials.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting or consisting of physical objects rather than the mind or spirit




•
 
the material world




•
 
moral and material support.










2.
 
concerned with physical needs or desires




•
 
material living standards have risen.










3.
 
concerned with the matter of reasoning, not its form




•
 
political conflict lacks mathematical or material certitude.










4.
 
important; essential; relevant




•
 
the insects did not do any material damage to the crop.










5.
 


[chiefly Law]

 (of evidence or a fact) significant, influential, or relevant, especially to the extent of determining a cause or affecting a judgment




•
 
information that could be 
material to

 a murder inquiry.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to matter’): from late Latin 
materialis

 , adjective from Latin 
materia

 ‘matter.’





material cause






noun






[Philosophy]

 (in Aristotelian thought) the matter or substance that constitutes a thing.














materialism

 
/məˈtirēəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
a tendency to consider material possessions and physical comfort as more important than spiritual values.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that nothing exists except matter and its movements and modifications.




3.
 
the doctrine that consciousness and will are wholly due to material agency.

See also dialectical materialism
 .













materialist

 
/məˈtirēələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who considers material possessions and physical comfort as more important than spiritual values




•
 
greedy materialists lusting for consumer baubles.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who supports the theory that nothing exists except matter and its movements and modifications




•
 
an atheist and philosophical materialist.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
considering material possessions and physical comfort as more important than spiritual values




•
 
a greedy materialist population




•
 
his anger at social injustice and materialist greed.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to the theory that nothing exists except matter and its movements and modifications




•
 
atheistic materialist philosophy.



















materialistic

 
/məˌtirēəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




excessively concerned with material possessions; money-oriented




•
 
we're living in a highly materialistic society.














II.
 
derivatives





materialistically






adverb





















materiality

 
/məˌtirēˈalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or character of being material or composed of matter.




2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 the quality of being relevant or significant




•
 
the applicant must establish materiality on the balance of probabilities.



















materialize

 
/məˈtirēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ghost, spirit, or similar entity) appear in bodily form.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to appear in bodily or physical form.




3.
 
become actual fact; happen




•
 
the assumed savings may not materialize.










4.
 
appear or be present




•
 
the train didn't materialize.














II.
 
derivatives





materialization

 
/məˌtirēələˈzāSH(ə)n məˌtirēəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















materially

 
/məˈtirēəlē/






adverb



1.
 
[often as 
submodifier

 ]
 — substantially; considerably




•
 
materially different circumstances.










2.
 
in terms of wealth or material possessions




•
 
a materially and culturally rich area.



















material witness






noun






(US)

 
[Law]

 a witness whose evidence is likely to be sufficiently important to influence the outcome of a trial.













materia medica

 
/məˌtirēə ˈmedəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the body of remedial substances used in the practice of medicine.




2.
 
the study of the origin and properties of remedial substances used in medicine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, translation of Greek 
hulē iatrikē

 ‘healing material’ (the title of a work by Dioscorides).





materiel

 
/məˌtirēˈel /

 
matériel





I.
 
noun




military materials and equipment.

Often contrasted with personnel
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
matériel

 , adjective (used as a noun).





maternal

 
/məˈtərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a mother, especially during pregnancy or shortly after childbirth




•
 
maternal age




•
 
maternal care.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — related through the mother's side of the family




•
 
my maternal grandfather.










3.
 
denoting feelings associated with or typical of a mother; motherly




•
 
maternal instincts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maternalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
maternalist

 
/-ist /






adjective













3.
 
maternalistic

 
/məˌtərn(ə)lˈistik /






adjective













4.
 
maternally

 
/məˈtərn(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
maternel

 , from Latin 
maternus

 , from 
mater

 ‘mother.’





maternity

 
/məˈtərnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
motherhood.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the period during pregnancy and shortly after childbirth




•
 
maternity clothes.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
maternité

 , from Latin 
maternus

 , from 
mater

 ‘mother.’





maternity leave






noun




a period of absence from work granted to a mother before and after the birth of her child




•
 
Elizabeth is now 
on maternity leave

 .



















matey

 
/ˈmādē /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




used as a familiar and sometimes hostile form of address, especially to a stranger




•
 
“Shove off, matey, she's mine.”














II.
 
adjective




familiar and friendly; sociable




•
 
a fixed, matey grin.




















math

 
/maTH/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 mathematics




•
 
she teaches math and science.














II.
 
phrases





do the math






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make a calculation or come to a conclusion based on the relevant facts and figures, typically with the implication that the result is or should be obvious




•
 
Did closing thirty beds hurt emergency waiting times? You do the math!




•
 
diesel prices in my area are approximately 7% more than regular gas, but the mileage is over 20% greater—do the math.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.






mathematical

 
/ˌmaTH(ə)ˈmadək(ə)l /

 
mathematic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to mathematics




•
 
mathematical equations.










2.
 
(of a proof or analysis) rigorously precise




•
 
mathematical thinking




•
 


‹figurative›

 he arranged the meal with mathematical precision on a plate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
mathematicalis

 , from Greek 
mathēmatikos

 , from 
mathēma

 , 
mathēmat-

 ‘science,’ from the base of 
manthanein

 ‘learn.’





mathematical logic






noun




the part of mathematics concerned with the study of formal languages, formal reasoning, the nature of mathematical proof, provability of mathematical statements, computability, and other aspects of the foundations of mathematics.













mathematically

 
/ˌmaTH(ə)ˈmadək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of mathematics; in mathematical terms




•
 
pressure is described mathematically as a force exerted over an area.










2.
 
in a way that relates to mathematics




•
 
to the mathematically inclined person, this book is an excellent introduction.










3.
 
in a rigorously precise manner characteristic of mathematics




•
 
his description of detail is almost mathematically precise.



















mathematician

 
/ˌmaTH(ə)məˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun




an expert in or student of mathematics.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mathematicien

 , from Latin 
mathematicus

 ‘mathematical,’ from Greek 
mathēmatikos

 (see mathematical
 ).






mathematics

 
/maTH(ə)ˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the abstract science of number, quantity, and space. Mathematics may be studied in its own right (
pure mathematics

 ), or as it is applied to other disciplines such as physics and engineering (
applied mathematics

 ).




2.
 
[often treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the mathematical aspects of something




•
 
the mathematics of general relativity.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: plural of obsolete 
mathematic

 ‘mathematics,’ from Old French 
mathematique

 , from Latin 
(ars) mathematica

 ‘mathematical (art),’ from Greek 
mathēmatikē (tekhnē

 ), from the base of 
manthanein

 ‘learn.’





mathematize

 
/ˈmaTH(ə)məˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard or treat (a subject or problem) in mathematical terms.








II.
 
derivatives





mathematization

 
/ˌmaT͟H(ə)mətəˈzāSHən /






noun





















Mather, Cotton

 
/ˈmaT͟Hər/






(1663–1728), American minister and writer; son of Increase Mather. Noted for his political writings, he sponsored the Massachusetts charter in 1691 and is thought to have influenced the events that led to the Salem witch trials in 1692.









Mather, Increase






(1639–1723), American minister; father of Cotton Mather. A Congregationalist, he was a church pastor in Boston 1664–1723 and the president of Harvard College 1685–1701.









Mather, John Cromwell






(1946–), US astrophysicist. His work with George Smoot on the COBE project advanced the study of the Big Bang theory. Nobel Prize for Physics (2006), shared with Smoot.









Mathewson, Christy

 
/ˈmaTHyo͞osən/






(1880–1925), US baseball player; full name 
Christopher Mathewson

 . A pitcher for the New York Giants 1900–1916, he won 22 or more games per year for 12 straight years and pitched three shutouts in the 1905 World Series. Baseball Hall of Fame (1936).









Mathias, Bob

 
/məˈTHīəs/






(1930–2006), US track and field athlete and politician; full name 
Robert Bruce Mathias

 . At 17, he was the youngest winner of the decathlon with a gold medal in the 1948 Olympic Games and another in the 1952 games. He later served as a Republican member of the US House of Representatives from California 1967–1975.









mathlete

 
/ˈmaTHlēt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person who takes part in a mathematics competition, especially one organized for schoolchildren.











– origin

 1930s: blend of mathematics
 (or math
 ) and athlete
 .





math rock

 
/ˈmaTH ˌräk/





I.
 
noun




a style of rock music characterized by complex rhythmic and instrumental patterns




•
 
they've earned a reputation for mixing high-energy math rock with a modern take on 90s Britpop.

















– origin

 1990s: from math
 + rock
 2
 
(

 noun).





maths

 
/maTHs/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 mathematics


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
her mother was a maths teacher.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Matilda1


 
/məˈtildə/






(1102–67), English princess; daughter of Henry I and mother of Henry II; known as 
the Empress Maud

 . Henry's only legitimate child, she was named his heir, but her cousin Stephen seized the throne on Henry's death in 1135. She waged an unsuccessful civil war against Stephen until 1148.










Matilda2


 
/məˈtildə/





I.
 
noun






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 a bushman's bundle of possessions carried when traveling.








II.
 
phrases





waltz (or walk) Matilda








(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 carry a bundle of possessions while traveling.















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the given name 
Matilda

 .





matinal

 
/ˈmat(ə)nl/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 relating to or taking place in the morning.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
matin

 ‘morning.’





matinee

 
/ˌmatnˈā /

 
matinée





I.
 
noun




a performance in a theater or a showing of a movie that takes place in the daytime.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
matinée

 , literally ‘morning (as a period of activity),’ from 
matin

 ‘morning.’





matinee idol

 
/ˈˌmatnˈˌā ˈīdl/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a handsome actor admired chiefly by women.













mating

 
/ˈmādiNG/






noun




the action of animals coming together to breed; copulation




•
 
ovulation occurs only if mating has taken place.




















matins

 
/ˈmatnz /

 


‹Brit.›

 mattins





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a service of morning prayer in various churches, especially the Anglican Church.




2.
 
a service forming part of the traditional Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, originally said (or chanted) at or after midnight, but historically often held with lauds on the previous evening.




3.
 
(also 
matin

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the morning song of birds.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
matines

 , plural (influenced by ecclesiastical Latin 
matutinae

 ‘morning prayers’) of 
matin

 ‘morning,’ from Latin 
matutinum

 , neuter of 
matutinus

 ‘early in the morning,’ from 
Matuta

 , the name of the dawn goddess.





Matisse, Henri

 
/məˈtēs, mä-/






(1869–1954), French painter and sculptor; full name 
Henri Emile Benoît Matisse

 . His use of nonnaturalistic color led him to be considered a leader among the Fauvists. His later paintings and sculptures display a trend toward formal simplification and abstraction.









Mato Grosso

 
/ˌmädə ˈɡrōsō/





I.
 
a high plateau region in southwestern Brazil that forms a watershed between the Amazon and Plate river systems.







– origin

 Portuguese, literally ‘dense forest.’





matriarch

 
/ˈmātrēˌärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman who is the head of a family or tribe.




2.
 
an older woman who is powerful within a family or organization




•
 
a domineering matriarch.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
mater

 ‘mother,’ on the false analogy of 
patriarch

 .





matriarchal

 
/ˈˌmātrēˈärkəl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a form of social organization in which a woman is the head




•
 
a matriarchal society.










2.
 
denoting an older woman who is powerful within a family or organization




•
 
an overbearing matriarchal figure.



















matriarchate

 
/ˈmātrēˌärˌkāt, -ˌärkət/






noun




a matriarchal form of social organization, especially in a tribal society.













matriarchy

 
/ˈmātrēˌärkē/






noun



1.
 
a system of society or government ruled by a woman or women.




2.
 
a form of social organization in which descent and relationship are reckoned through the female line.




3.
 
the state of being an older, powerful woman in a family or group




•
 
she cherished a dream of matriarchy—catered to by grandchildren.



















matrices

 
/ˈmātrəˌsēz/






plural form of matrix
 .









matricide

 
/ˈmatrəˌsīd ˈmātrəsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of one's mother




•
 
a man suspected of matricide.










2.
 
a person who kills their mother.








II.
 
derivatives





matricidal

 
/ˈˌmatrəˈˌsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
matricidium

 , from 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother’ + 
-cidium

 (see -cide
 ).





matriculate

 
/məˈtrikyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be enrolled at a college or university




•
 
he matriculated at the University of Vermont.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — admit (a student) to a college or university.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 record (arms) in an official register.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/məˈtrikyəˌlət /



1.
 


(chiefly Indian)

 a person who has matriculated.








III.
 
derivatives





matriculation

 
/məˌtrikyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
matriculat-

 ‘enrolled,’ from the verb 
matriculare

 , from late Latin 
matricula

 ‘register,’ diminutive of Latin 
matrix

 .





matrifocal

 
/ˈmatriˌfōkəl, ˈmā-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a society, culture, etc.) based on the mother as the head of the family or household.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother’ + focal
 .





matrilineal

 
/ˌmatrəˈlinēəl ˌmātrəˈlinēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or based on kinship with the mother or the female line.








II.
 
derivatives





matrilineally






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother’ + lineal
 .





matrilocal

 
/ˌmatrəˈlōkəl, ˈmā-/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting a custom in marriage whereby the husband goes to live with the wife's community.








II.
 
derivatives





matrilocality

 
/-lōˈkalətē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother’ + local
 .





matrimonial

 
/ˌmatrəˈmōnēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to marriage or married people




•
 
matrimonial bonds.














II.
 
derivatives





matrimonially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
matrimonialis

 , from 
matrimonium

 (see matrimony
 ).






matrimony

 
/ˈmatrəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun




the state or ceremony of being married; marriage




•
 
a couple joined in matrimony




•
 
the sacrament of holy matrimony.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
matrimonium

 , based on 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother.’





matrioshka

 
/ˌmatrēˈäSHkə/






noun




variant spelling of matryoshka
 .














matrix

 
/ˈmātriks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an environment or material in which something develops; a surrounding medium or structure




•
 
free choices become the matrix of human life.










2.
 
a mass of fine-grained rock in which gems, crystals, or fossils are embedded.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the substance between cells or in which structures are embedded.




4.
 
fine material




•
 
the matrix of gravel paths is raked regularly.










5.
 
a mold in which something, such as printing type or a phonograph record, is cast or shaped.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 a rectangular array of quantities or expressions in rows and columns that is treated as a single entity and manipulated according to particular rules.




7.
 
an organizational structure in which two or more lines of command, responsibility, or communication may run through the same individual.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘womb’): from Latin, ‘breeding female,’ later ‘womb,’ from 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother.’





matron

 
/ˈmātrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman in charge of domestic and medical arrangements at a boarding school or other establishment.




2.
 


(US)

 a female prison officer.




3.
 
a married woman, especially a dignified and sober middle-aged one.








II.
 
derivatives





matronhood

 
/ˈmātrənˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
matrone

 , from Latin 
matrona

 , from 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother.’





matronly

 
/ˈmātr(ə)nlē/






adjective




like or characteristic of a matron, especially in being dignified and staid and typically associated with having a large or plump build




•
 
she was beginning to look matronly.



















matron of honor

 
/ˈˌmātrən əv ˈənər/






noun




a married woman attending the bride at a wedding.













matronymic

 
/ˌmatrəˈnimik /

 
metronymic





I.
 
noun




a name derived from the name of a mother or female ancestor.








II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a name derived from the name of a mother or female ancestor.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
mater

 , 
matr-

 ‘mother,’ on the pattern of 
patronymic

 .






matryoshka

 
/ˌmatrēˈäSHkə /

 
matryoshka doll





I.
 
noun




each of a set of brightly painted hollow wooden dolls of varying sizes, designed to nest inside one another.

Also called Russian doll
 .











– origin

 1940s: from Russian 
matrëshka

 .





matsuri

 
/matˈso͝orē/





I.
 
noun




a solemn festival celebrated periodically at Shinto shrines in Japan.











– origin

 Japanese.





Matsuyama

 
/ˌmätsəˈyämə/






a city in Japan, the capital and largest city of the island of Shikoku; pop. 513,902 (2007).









Matt.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Matthew.














matte1


 
/mat /

 
matt
 , mat





I.
 
adjective




(of a color, paint, or surface) dull and flat, without a shine




•
 
matte black.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a matte color, paint, or finish




•
 
the varnishes are available in gloss, satin, and matte.










2.
 
a sheet of cardboard placed on the back of a picture, either as a mount or to form a border around the picture.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a matte appearance to (something).











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a verb): from French 
mat

 .





matte2


 
/mat/





I.
 
noun




an impure product of the smelting of sulfide ores, especially those of copper or nickel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French (in Old French meaning ‘curds’), feminine of 
mat

 (adjective) ‘dull, matte,’ used as a noun.





matte3


 
/mat/





I.
 
noun




a mask used to obscure part of an image in a film and allow another image to be substituted, combining the two.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, perhaps from 
mat

 (see matt).





matted

 
/ˈmadəd/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of hair or fur) tangled into a thick mass




•
 
a cardigan of matted gray wool.










2.
 
covered or furnished with mats




•
 
the matted floor.




















matter

 
/ˈmadər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical substance in general, as distinct from mind and spirit; (in physics) that which occupies space and possesses rest mass, especially as distinct from energy




•
 
the structure and properties of matter.










2.
 
a substance or material




•
 
organic matter




•
 
vegetable matter




•
 
fecal matter.










3.
 
written or printed material




•
 
reading matter.










4.
 
an affair or situation under consideration; a topic




•
 
a great deal of work was done on this matter




•
 
financial matters.










5.
 


[Law]

 something that is to be tried or proved in court; a case.




6.
 
(
matters

 )
 — the present situation or state of affairs




•
 
we can do nothing to change matters.










7.
 
(
a matter for/of

 )
 — something that evokes a specified feeling




•
 
it's a matter of complete indifference to me.










8.
 
(
a matter for

 )
 — something that is the concern of a specified person or agency




•
 
the evidence is a matter for the courts.










9.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ] (
the matter

 )
 — the reason for distress or a problem




•
 
what's the matter?




•
 
pretend that nothing's the matter.










10.
 
the substance or content of a text as distinct from its manner or form.




11.
 


[Printing]

 the body of a printed work, as distinct from titles, headings, etc.




12.
 


[Logic]

 the particular content of a proposition, as distinct from its form.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — be of importance; have significance




•
 
it doesn't matter what the guests wear




•
 
what did it 
matter to

 them?




•
 
to him, animals mattered more than human beings.










2.
 
(of a person) be important or influential




•
 
she was trying to get known by the people who matter.










3.
 


‹rare›

 
(chiefly US)

 (of a wound) secrete or discharge pus.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for that matter






used to indicate that a subject or category, though mentioned second, is as relevant or important as the first




•
 
I am not sure what value it adds to determining public, or for that matter private, policy.















2.
 
in the matter of






as regards




•
 
the British are given preeminence in the matter of tea.















3.
 
it is only a matter of time






there will not be long to wait




•
 
it's only a matter of time before the general is removed.















4.
 
a matter of





a.
 
no more than (a specified period of time)




•
 
they were shown the door in a matter of minutes.










b.
 
a thing that involves or depends on




•
 
it's a matter of working out how to get something done.















5.
 
a matter of course






the natural or expected thing




•
 
the reports are published as a matter of course.















6.
 
a matter of form






a point of correct procedure




•
 
they must as a matter of proper form check to see that there is no tax liability.















7.
 
a matter of record






see record
 .









8.
 
no matter





a.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — regardless of




•
 


no matter what

 the government calls them, they are cuts.










b.
 
it is of no importance




•
 
“No matter, I'll go myself.”















9.
 
to make matters worse






with the result that a bad situation is made worse.









10.
 
what matter?








(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 why should that worry us?




•
 
what matter if he was a Protestant or not?





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
materia

 ‘timber, substance,’ also ‘subject of discourse,’ from 
mater

 ‘mother.’






Matterhorn

 
/ˈmadərˌhôrn/






a mountain in the Alps that is 14,688 feet (4,477 m) high, on the border between Switzerland and Italy.

French name Mont Cervin
 ; Italian name Monte Cervino
 .










matter of fact





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something that belongs to the sphere of fact as distinct from opinion or conjecture




•
 
it's a matter of fact that they had a relationship.










2.
 


[Law]

 the part of a judicial inquiry concerned with the truth of alleged facts.

Often contrasted with matter of law
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — (
matter-of-fact

 )


1.
 
unemotional and practical




•
 
he was characteristically calm and matter-of-fact.










2.
 
concerned only with factual content rather than style or expression




•
 
the text is written in a breezy matter-of-fact manner.














III.
 
phrases





as a matter of fact






in reality (used especially to correct a falsehood or misunderstanding)




•
 
as a matter of fact, I was talking to him this afternoon.


















IV.
 
derivatives





matter-of-factness

 
/ˈˌmadər əv ˈˌfaktnəs ˈˌmadərə(v)ˈˌfaktnəs /






noun





















matter-of-factly

 
/ˌmadərə(v)ˈfaktlē/






adverb




in an unemotional and practical manner




•
 
he took the news calmly and matter-of-factly.




















matter of law






noun






[Law]

 the part of a judicial inquiry concerned with the interpretation of the law.

Often contrasted with matter of fact
 .













Matthau, Walter

 
/ˈmaTHou/






(1920–2000), US actor. He starred in The 
Odd Couple

 , both on Broadway (1965) and in the movie (1968). Among his other movies were 
The Fortune Cookie

 (1966), 
The Sunshine Boys

 (1975), 
Grumpy Old Men

 (1993), and 
Hanging Up

 (2000).









Matthew, St.

 
/ˈmaTHyo͞o/





I.
 
an Apostle; a tax collector from Capernaum in Galilee; traditional author of the first Gospel. Feast day, September 21.




II.
 
the first Gospel, written after 
AD

 70 and based largely on that of St. Mark.










Matthew Paris






(
c.

 1199–1259), English chronicler and Benedictine monk; noted for his 
Chronica Majora

 , a history of the world from the Creation to the mid 13th century.









Matthews, Stanley

 
/ˈmaTHyo͞oz/






(1824–89), US Supreme Court associate justice 1881–89. He was appointed to the Court by President Garfield. A previous nomination by President Hayes in 1880 had been rejected because it was felt that a conflict of interest existed.









Matthias, St.

 
/məˈTHīəs/






an Apostle; chosen by lot after the Ascension to replace Judas. Feast day (Western Church) May 14; (Eastern Church) August 9.









Matthiessen, Peter

 
/ˈmaTH(y)əsən/






(1927–2014), US writer and environmentalist. Notable works include the novels 
Far Tortuga

 (1975) and 
Killing Mr. Watson

 (1990) and the travel-based nonfiction 
The Snow Leopard

 (1978) and 
East of Lo Monthang

 (1995).









matting

 
/ˈmadiNG/






noun



1.
 
material used for mats, especially coarse fabric woven from a natural fiber




•
 
rush matting.










2.
 
the process of becoming matted.













mattock

 
/ˈmadək/





I.
 
noun




an agricultural tool shaped like a pickax, with an adze and a chisel edge as the ends of the head.











– origin

 Old English 
mattuc

 , of uncertain origin.





mattress

 
/ˈmatrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fabric case filled with deformable or resilient material, used for sleeping on.




2.
 


[Engineering]

 a flat structure of brushwood, concrete, or other material used as strengthening or support for foundations, embankments, etc.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French and Italian from Arabic 
maṭraḥ

 ‘carpet or cushion,’ from 
ṭaraḥa

 ‘to throw.’





maturate

 
/ˈmaCHəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a boil, abscess, etc.) form pus.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
maturat-

 ‘ripened, hastened,’ from the verb 
maturare

 , from 
maturus

 (see mature
 ).





maturation

 
/ˌmaCHəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of maturing




•
 
sexual maturation.










2.
 
(of wine or other fermented drink) the process of becoming ready for drinking.




3.
 
the ripening of fruit




•
 
pod maturation.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 the development of functional ova or sperm cells.




5.
 
the formation of pus in a boil, abscess, etc.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maturational






adjective













2.
 
maturative

 
/ˈmaCHəˌrədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the formation of pus): from medieval Latin 
maturatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
maturare

 (see mature
 ).






mature

 
/məˈCHo͝or məˈto͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fully developed physically; full-grown




•
 
she was now a mature woman




•
 
owls are sexually mature at one year




•
 
mature trees.










2.
 
having reached an advanced stage of mental or emotional development characteristic of an adult




•
 
a young man mature beyond his years.










3.
 
(of thought or planning) careful and thorough




•
 
on mature reflection he decided they should not go.










4.
 
used euphemistically to describe someone as being middle-aged or old




•
 
Miss Walker was a mature lady when she married.










5.
 
(of a style) fully developed




•
 
Van Gogh's mature work.










6.
 
(of certain foodstuffs or drinks) ready for consumption.




7.
 
denoting an economy, industry, or market that has developed to a point where substantial expansion and investment no longer takes place.




8.
 
(of a bill) due for payment.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an organism) become physically mature




•
 
children mature at different ages




•
 
the trees take at least thirty years to mature




•
 
she 
matured into

 a woman.










2.
 
(of a person) reach an advanced stage of mental or emotional development




•
 
men mature as they grow older.










3.
 
(with reference to certain foodstuffs or drinks) become or cause to become ready for consumption


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
leave the cheese to mature




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the Scotch is matured for a minimum of three years.










4.
 
(of an insurance policy, security, etc.) reach the end of its term and hence become payable.








III.
 
derivatives





maturely

 
/məˈCHo͝o(ə)rlē məˈt(y)o͝o(ə)rlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
maturus

 ‘timely, ripe’; perhaps related to matins
 .





maturity

 
/məˈCHo͝orədē məˈto͝orədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state, fact, or period of being mature




•
 
their experience, maturity, and strong work ethic




•
 
the delicate style of his maturity.










2.
 
the time when an insurance policy, security, etc., matures.




3.
 
an insurance policy, security, etc., having a fixed maturity date.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
maturitas

 , from 
maturus

 (see mature
 ).





matutinal

 
/məˈtyo͞otn(ə)l ˌmaCHəˈtīnl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or occurring in the morning.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
matutinalis

 , from Latin 
matutinus

 ‘early.’





matzo

 
/ˈmäːtsō /

 
matzoh
 , matzah





I.
 
noun




a thin, crisp unleavened bread, traditionally eaten by Jews during Passover.











– origin

 Yiddish, from Hebrew 
maṣṣāh

 .





matzo ball






noun




a small dumpling made of seasoned matzo meal bound together with egg and chicken fat, typically served in chicken soup.













matzo meal






noun




meal made from ground matzos.













maud

 
/môd/





I.
 
noun




a gray striped plaid cloak, formerly worn by shepherds in Scotland.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





maudlin

 
/ˈmôdlən/





I.
 
adjective




self-pityingly or tearfully sentimental, often through drunkenness




•
 
the drink made her maudlin




•
 
a maudlin ballad.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting Mary Magdalen): from Old French 
Madeleine

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
Magdalena

 (see magdalene
 ). The sense of the adjective derives from allusion to pictures of Mary Magdalen weeping.





Maugham, W. Somerset

 
/môm/






(1874–1965), British novelist, short-story writer, and playwright, born in France; full name 
William Somerset Maugham

 . Notable novels: 
Of Human Bondage

 (1915), 
The Moon and Sixpence

 (1919), and 
Cakes and Ale

 (1930).









Maui

 
/ˈmouē/






the second largest of the Hawaiian islands, northwest of the island of Hawaii.









maul

 
/môl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) wound (a person or animal) by scratching and tearing




•
 
the herdsmen were mauled by lions.










2.
 
treat (someone or something) roughly.








II.
 
noun




a tool with a heavy head and a handle, used for tasks such as ramming, crushing, and driving wedges; a beetle.








III.
 
derivatives





mauler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘hammer or wooden club,’ also ‘strike with a heavy weapon’): from Old French 
mail

 , from Latin 
malleus

 ‘hammer.’





Mau Mau

 
/ˈmou ˌmou/





I.
 
an African secret society originating among the Kikuyu that in the 1950s used violence and terror to try to expel European settlers and end British rule in Kenya. The British eventually subdued the organization, but Kenya gained independence in 1963.




II.
 
(
mau-mau

 ) [as 
verb

 with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 terrorize or threaten (someone).







– origin

 Kikuyu.





Mauna Kea

 
/ˌmounə ˈkāə, ˌmônə/






an extinct volcano on the island of Hawaii, in the central Pacific. Rising to 13,796 feet (4,205 m), it is the highest peak in the Hawaiian islands. The summit area is the site of several large telescopes.









Mauna Loa

 
/ˈlōə, ˌmônə/






an active volcano on the island of Hawaii that is 13,678 feet (4,169 m) high, south of Mauna Kea.









maund

 
/mônd/






noun




a varying unit of weight in some Asian countries, especially an Indian unit of weight equal to 40 seers.













maunder

 
/ˈmôndər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk in a rambling manner




•
 
Dennis 
maundered on

 about the wine.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — move or act in a dreamy or idle manner




•
 
he maunders through the bank, composing his thoughts.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
maunder

 ‘to beg.’





Maunder minimum

 
/ˈmôndər ˌminəməm/





I.
 
a prolonged minimum in sunspot activity on the sun between about 1645 and 1715, which coincided with the Little Ice Age in the northern hemisphere.







– origin

 1970s: named after Edward W. 
Maunder

 (1851–1928), English astronomer.





Maundy Thursday

 
/ˌmôndē ˈTHərzdā/






noun




the Thursday before Easter, observed in the Christian Church as a commemoration of the Last Supper.














Maupassant, Guy de

 
/ˌmōpäˈsäN/






(1850–93), French novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Henri René Albert Guy de Maupassant

 . He wrote about 300 short stories and 6 novels in a simple, direct narrative style. Notable novels: 
Une Vie

 (1883) and 
Bel-Ami

 (1885).









Mauretania

 
/ˌmôriˈtānēə/





I.
 
an ancient region of North Africa that corresponds to the northern part of Morocco and western and central Algeria.




II.
 
derivatives





Mauretanian






adjective, noun



















– origin

 based on Latin 
Mauri

 ‘Moors,’ by whom the region was originally occupied.





Mauriac, François

 
/ˌmôrˈyäk/






(1885–1970), French novelist, playwright, and critic. His stories show the conflicts of convention, religion, and human passions suffered by prosperous bourgeoisie. Notable works: 
Thérèse Desqueyroux

 (novel, 1927) and 
Asmodée

 (play, 1938). Nobel Prize for Literature (1952).









Mauritania

 
/ˌmôriˈtānēə/







1.
 
a country in West Africa with a coastline on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 3,129,500 (est. 2009); capital, Nouakchott; languages, Arabic (official), Wolof (official), and French.





Mauritania was a center of Berber power in the 11th and 12th centuries, at which time Islam was established in the region. Later, nomadic Arab tribes became dominant, while European nations, especially France, established trading posts on the coast. A French protectorate from 1902 and a colony from 1920, Mauritania achieved full independence in 1961.









Mauritanian

 
/ˌmôrəˈtānēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Mauritania




•
 
the campaign was met by great enthusiasm from Mauritanian intellectuals.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Mauritania




•
 
his grandfather was a Mauritanian.



















Mauritian

 
/môˈriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Mauritius




•
 
a traditional Mauritian buffet lunch.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Mauritius




•
 
the system was developed by two Mauritian engineers.



















Mauritius

 
/môˈriSHəs/






I.

1.
 
an island country in the Indian Ocean, about 550 miles (850 km) east of Madagascar; pop. 1,284,300 (est. 2009); capital, Port Louis; languages, English (official), French (official), Creole, and Indian languages. The two main islands are Mauritius and Rodrigues.





The Portuguese visited uninhabited Mauritius in the early 16th century. It was held by the Dutch 1598–1710 and then by the French until 1810, when it was ceded to Britain. Mauritius became independent as a member of the Commonwealth of Nations in 1968.







– origin

 named by the Dutch in honor of Prince 
Maurice

 of Nassau, a stadtholder of the United Provinces.





Maury, Matthew Fontaine

 
/ˈmôrē/






(1806–73), US oceanographer. He conducted the first systematic survey of oceanic winds and currents, and published charts of his findings.









Mauser

 
/ˈmouzər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a make of firearm, especially a repeating rifle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a Mauser rifle.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Paul von 
Mauser

 (1838–1914), German inventor.





mausoleum

 
/ˌmôsəˈlēəm ˌmôzəˈlēəm/





I.
 
noun




a building, especially a large and stately one, housing a tomb or tombs.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Mausōleion

 , from 
Mausōlos

 , the name of a king of Caria (4th cent. 
BC

 ), to whose tomb in Halicarnassus the name was originally applied.






mauve

 
/mōv môv/





I.
 
adjective




of a pale purple color.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a pale purple color




•
 
a few pale streaks of mauve were all that remained of the sunset




•
 
glowing with soft pastel mauves and pinks.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a bright but delicate pale purple aniline dye prepared by William H. Perkin (1838–1907) in 1856. It was the first synthetic dyestuff.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘mallow,’ from Latin 
malva

 .





maven

 
/ˈmāvən/





I.
 
noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an expert or connoisseur




•
 
fashion mavens.

















– origin

 1960s: Yiddish.





maverick

 
/ˈmav(ə)rik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unorthodox or independent-minded person




•
 
a maverick among Connecticut Republicans.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unbranded calf or yearling.








II.
 
adjective




unorthodox




•
 
a maverick detective.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Samuel A. 
Maverick

 (1803–70), a Texas engineer and rancher who did not brand his cattle.





mavis

 
/ˈmāvis/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a song thrush.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mauvis

 , of unknown origin.





maw

 
/mô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the jaws or throat of a voracious animal




•
 
a gigantic wolfhound with a fearful, gaping maw.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the mouth or gullet of a greedy person




•
 
I was cramming large pieces of toast and cheese down my maw.

















– origin

 Old English 
maga

 (in the sense ‘stomach’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
maag

 and German 
Magen

 ‘stomach.’





mawkish

 
/ˈmôkiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sentimental in a feeble or sickly way




•
 
a mawkish poem.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 having a faint sickly flavor




•
 
the mawkish smell of warm beer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mawkishly

 
/ˈmôkiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
mawkishness

 
/ˈmôkiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘inclined to sickness’): from obsolete 
mawk

 ‘maggot,’ from Old Norse 
mathkr

 , of Germanic origin.





Mawlana

 
/mouˈlänä/






another name for Jalal ad-Din ar-Rumi
 .









max

 
/maks/





I.
 
abbreviation




maximum.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a maximum amount or setting




•
 
the sound is distorted 
to the max

 .














III.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 at the most




•
 
our information can be in the commander's hand in half an hour, max.














IV.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 reach or cause to reach the limit of capacity or ability




•
 
job growth in high technology will 
max out

 .



















Max, Peter

 
/maks/






(1937–), US artist; born in Germany. His brightly colored works, begun as pop art in the 1960s, have included US postage stamps, murals for border stations between the US and Canada and the US and Mexico, posters for Woodstock revivals and the Earth Summit, and an annual series of Statue of Liberty paintings.









maxi

 
/ˈmaksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
maxiskirt

 or 
maxicoat

 )
 — a skirt , dress, or coat reaching to the ankle.




2.
 
(also 
maxi-yacht

 or 
maxi-boat

 )
 — a racing yacht of between approximately 15 and 20 meters in length.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of maximum
 , on the pattern of 
mini

 .






maxilla

 
/makˈsilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the jaw or jawbone, specifically the upper jaw in most vertebrates. In humans it also forms part of the nose and eye socket.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 (in many arthropods) each of a pair of mouthparts used in chewing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘jaw.’





maxillary

 
/ˈmaksəˌlerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or attached to a jaw or jawbone, especially the upper jaw




•
 
a maxillary fracture




•
 
maxillary teeth.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the maxillae of an arthropod.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from maxilla
 , probably suggested by Latin 
maxillaris

 .





maxilliped

 
/makˈsiləˌped/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in crustaceans) an appendage modified for feeding, situated in pairs behind the maxillae.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from maxilla
 + Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





maxillofacial

 
/makˌsilōˈfāSHəl/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the jaws and face




•
 
maxillofacial surgery.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
maxillo-

 (combining form of Latin 
maxilla

 ‘jaw’) + facial
 .





maxim

 
/ˈmaksəm/





I.
 
noun




a short, pithy statement expressing a general truth or rule of conduct




•
 
the maxim that actions speak louder than words.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an axiom): from French 
maxime

 , from medieval Latin 
(propositio) maxima

 ‘largest or most important (proposition).’





maxima

 
/ˈmaksəmə/






plural form of maximum
 .










maximal

 
/ˈmaksəməl/





I.
 
adjective




of or constituting a maximum; the highest or greatest possible




•
 
the maximal speed.














II.
 
derivatives





maximally

 
/ˈmaksəməlē /






adverb





















maximalist

 
/ˈmaksəmələst/





I.
 
noun




(especially in politics) a person who holds extreme views and is not prepared to compromise.








II.
 
adjective




of or denoting an extreme opinion




•
 
if we demand only maximalist ends, we will get nothing.














III.
 
derivatives





maximalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from maximal
 , on the pattern of Russian 
maksimalist

 .





maximand

 
/ˈmaksəˌmand/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Economics]

 a quantity or thing that is to be maximized.











– origin

 1950s: from maximize
 + -and
 .





Maxim gun

 
/ˈmaksəm ˌɡən/





I.
 
noun




the first fully automatic water-cooled machine gun, designed in Britain in 1884 and used especially in World War I.











– origin

 named after Sir Hiram S. 
Maxim

 (1840–1916), American-born British inventor.





Maximilian

 
/ˌmaksəˈmilēən/






(1832–67), Austrian emperor of Mexico 1864–67; full name 
Ferdinand Maximilian Joseph

 . The brother of Franz Josef, he became emperor of Mexico under French auspices in 1864. US pressure forced Napoleon III to withdraw his support in 1867, and Maximilian was executed by a popular uprising led by Mexico's president Benito Juárez.









Maximilian II






1811–64, king of Bavaria 1848–64. He became king upon the abdication of his father, Ludwig I. He was a patron of the arts and education, but his liberal objectives went largely unrealized due to an adversarial political climate and his frequent bouts of ill health.










maximin

 
/ˈmaksəˌmin, -sē-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the largest of a series of minima.

Compare with minimax
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 denoting a method or strategy in game theory that maximizes the smallest gain that can be relied on by a participant in a game or other situation of conflict.











– origin

 1950s: blend of maximum
 and minimum
 , on the pattern of 
minimax

 .






maximize

 
/ˈmaksəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make as large or great as possible




•
 
the company was aiming to maximize profits.










2.
 
make the best use of




•
 
a rider can maximize a young horse's athletic potential.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
maximization

 
/ˌmaksəməˈzāSHən ˌmaksəˌmīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
maximizer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
maximus

 (see maximum
 ) + -ize
 .






maximum

 
/ˈmaksəməm/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
as great, high, or intense as possible or permitted




•
 
the vehicle's maximum speed




•
 
a maximum penalty of ten years' imprisonment.










2.
 
denoting the greatest or highest point or amount attained




•
 
the maximum depth of the pool is 6 feet.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the greatest or highest amount possible or attained




•
 
the school takes a maximum of 32 students




•
 
production levels are near their maximum.










2.
 
a maximum permitted prison sentence for an offense




•
 
an offense that carries a maximum of 14 years.














III.
 
adverb




at the most




•
 
it has a length of 4 feet maximum.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from modern Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of the Latin adjective 
maximus

 , superlative of 
magnus

 ‘great.’ The adjective use dates from the early 19th cent.





maximum sustainable yield

 
MSY






noun



1.
 
(especially in forestry and fisheries) the maximum level at which a natural resource can be routinely exploited without long-term depletion.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 the size of a natural population at which it produces a maximum rate of increase, typically at half the carrying capacity.













maxixe

 
/mäkˈsēks, mäkˈSHēSHə/





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian dance for couples, resembling the polka and the local tango.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Portuguese.





maxwell

 
/ˈmakswel /

 
Mx





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of magnetic flux in the centimeter-gram-second system, equal to that induced through one square centimeter by a perpendicular magnetic field of one gauss.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after J. C. 
Maxwell

 (see Maxwell, James Clerk
 ).





Maxwell, Elsa

 
/ˈmaksˌwel/






(1883–1963), US columnist and professional hostess. She was a legendary hostess for high society and royalty from the 1920s and began to write a syndicated gossip column during the 1940s.










Maxwell, James Clerk






(1831–79), Scottish physicist. He extended the ideas of Faraday and Kelvin with his equations of electromagnetism, and he succeeded in unifying electricity and magnetism, identifying the electromagnetic nature of light and postulating the existence of other electromagnetic radiation.









Maxwell–Boltzmann distribution

 
/ˈmakˌswel ˈbōltsmən, ˈmakswəl /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a formula describing the statistical distribution of particles in a system among different energy levels. The number of particles in a given energy level is proportional to exp. (−
E

 /
kT

 ), where 
E

 is the energy of the level, 
k

 is Boltzmann's constant, and 
T

 is the absolute temperature.







– origin

 1920s: named after J. C. 
Maxwell

 (see Maxwell, James Clerk
 ) and L. 
Boltzmann

 (see Boltzmann, Ludwig
 ).





Maxwell's demon

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a hypothetical being imagined as controlling a hole in a partition dividing a gas-filled container into two parts, and allowing only fast-moving molecules to pass in one direction, and slow-moving molecules in the other. This would result in one side of the container becoming warmer and the other cooler, in violation of the second law of thermodynamics.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after J. C. 
Maxwell

 (see Maxwell, James Clerk
 ).





Maxwell's equations

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a set of four linear partial differential equations that summarize the classical properties of the electromagnetic field.







– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after J. C. 
Maxwell

 (see Maxwell, James Clerk
 ).






may1


 
/mā/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
expressing possibility




•
 
that may be true




•
 
he 
may well

 win.










2.
 
used when admitting that something is so before making another, more important point




•
 
they may have been old-fashioned, but they were excellent teachers.










3.
 
expressing permission




•
 
you may use a sling if you wish




•
 
may I ask a few questions?










4.
 
expressing a wish or hope




•
 
may she rest in peace.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be that as it may






despite that; nevertheless.









2.
 
may as well






another way of saying might as well
 (see might
 1
 ).















– origin

 Old English 
mæg

 , of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘have power’; related to Dutch 
mogen

 and German 
mögen

 , also to main
 1
 and might
 2
 . / 
usage:

 Traditionalists insist that one should distinguish between 
may

 (present tense) and 
might

 (past tense) in expressing possibility: I may have some dessert after dinner if I'm still hungry | I might have known that the highway would be closed because of the storm. In casual use, though, 
may

 and 
might

 are generally interchangeable: they might take a vacation next month | he may have called earlier, but the answering machine was broken. On the difference in use between 
may

 and 
can

 , see usage at can
 1
 .






may2


 
/mā/





I.
 
noun




the hawthorn or its blossom.











– origin

 late Middle English: from May
 .






May

 
/mā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fifth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the last month of spring




•
 
the new model makes its showroom debut in May




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a May morning.










2.
 
(usu. 
one's May

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 one's bloom or prime




•
 
others murmured that their May was passing.

















– origin

 late Old English, from Old French 
mai

 , from Latin 
Maius (mensis)

 ‘(month) of the goddess 
Maia

 .’





maya

 
/ˈmīə, ˈmäyə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 the supernatural power wielded by gods and demons to produce illusions.




2.
 


[Hinduism]

 
[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 the power by which the universe becomes manifest; the illusion or appearance of the phenomenal world.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
māyā

 , from 
mā

 ‘create.’





Maya

 
/ˈmīə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of Yucatán and adjacent areas.




2.
 
the Mayan language of the Maya.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Maya or their language.

The Maya civilization developed over an extensive area of southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize from the 2nd millennium 
BC

 , reaching its peak 
c.

 
AD

 300–
c.

 900. Its remains include stone temples built on pyramids and ornamented with sculptures. The Mayas had a system of pictorial writing and an extremely accurate calendar system.











– origin

 the name in Maya.





Mayakovsky, Vladimir

 
/ˌmäyəˈkôfskē, -skyē/






(1893–1930), Soviet poet and playwright; full name 
Vladimir Vladimirovich Mayakovsky

 . A fervent futurist, he wrote in a declamatory, aggressive avant-garde style, which he altered to have a comic mass appeal after the Bolshevik revolution.









Mayan

 
/ˈmīən/





I.
 
noun




a large family of American Indian languages spoken in Central America and Mexico, of which the chief members are Maya and Quiché.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the Mayan family of languages.




2.
 
relating to the Maya people.














mayapple

 
/ˈmāˌap(ə)l /

 
May apple






noun




an American herbaceous plant of the barberry family with large, deeply divided leaves. The plant, which bears a yellow, egg-shaped edible fruit in May, has long been used medicinally.

Also called mandrake
 . [
Podophyllum peltatum

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 .]













maybe

 
/ˈmābē/





I.
 
adverb




perhaps; possibly




•
 
maybe I won't go back




•
 
maybe she'd been wrong to accept this job.














II.
 
noun




a mere possibility or probability




•
 
no ifs, buts, or maybes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the phrase 
it may be (that)

 .






May beetle

 
/mā ˈbēdl/






noun




another term for June bug
 .













Mayday

 
/ˈmādā /

 
mayday





I.
 
exclamation




an international radio distress signal used by ships and aircraft.








II.
 
noun




a distress signal using the word “Mayday”




•
 
we sent out a Mayday




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a Mayday call.

















– origin

 1920s: representing a pronunciation of French 
m'aider

 , from 
venez m'aider

 ‘come and help me.’





May Day

 
/ˈmā ˌdā/






noun




May 1, celebrated in many countries as a traditional springtime festival or as an international day honoring workers.













Mayer, Louis B.

 
/ˈmāər/






(1885–1957), US movie executive, born in Russia; full name 
Louis Burt Mayer

 ; born 
Eliezer Mayer

 . He headed the MGM movie company from its formation in1924 until 1951.









mayest

 
/ˈmāist/






archaic second person singular present of may
 1
 .









Mayfair

 
/ˈmāfer/





I.
 
a fashionable and opulent district in the West End of London.







– origin

 originally the site of a fair held annually in May in the 17th and 18th cents.






mayflower

 
/ˈmāˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a name given to several plants that bloom in May, especially certain hepaticas and anemones and the trailing arbutus.













Mayflower

 
/ˈmāˌflou(ə)r/






the ship in which the Pilgrims sailed from England to America in 1620.









mayfly

 
/ˈmāˌflī/






noun



1.
 
a short-lived, slender insect with delicate, transparent wings and two or three long filaments on the tail. It lives close to water, where the chiefly herbivorous aquatic larvae develop.

[Order 
Ephemeroptera

 : several families and many species.]




2.
 
an artificial fishing fly that imitates a mayfly.













mayhap

 
/ˈmāhap/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 perhaps; possibly.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
it may hap

 .





mayhem

 
/ˈmāˌhem/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
violent or damaging disorder; chaos




•
 
complete mayhem broke out.










2.
 


[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 the crime of maliciously injuring or maiming someone, originally so as to render the victim defenseless.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
mayhem

 (see maim
 ). The sense ‘disorder, chaos’ (originally US) dates from the late 19th cent.





maying

 
/ˈmāiNG /

 
Maying






noun






‹archaic›

 celebration of May Day.













mayn't

 
/ˈmā(ə)nt /

 

‹rare›







contraction




may not.













mayo

 
/ˈmāō/






noun






‹informal›

 short for mayonnaise
 .













Mayo

 
/ˈmāō/






a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the northwestern part of the province of Connacht; county town, Castlebar.









Mayo, William Worrall






(1819–1911), US physician; born in England. He helped the Sisters of St. Francis found St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester, Minnesota in 1899. His sons 
William James

 (1861–1939) and 
Charles Horace

 (1865–1939), both surgeons, developed the Mayo Clinic as a part of the hospital.










mayonnaise

 
/ˈmāəˌnāz ˈmanāz/





I.
 
noun




a thick, creamy dressing consisting of egg yolks beaten with oil and vinegar and seasoned.











– origin

 French, probably from the feminine of 
mahonnais

 ‘of or from Port 
Mahon

 ,’ the capital of Minorca.






mayor

 
/ˈmāər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the elected head of a city, town, or other municipality.




2.
 
the titular head of a municipality that is administered by a city manager.








II.
 
derivatives





mayorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
maire

 , from the Latin adjective 
major

 ‘greater,’ used as a noun in late Latin.





mayoral

 
/māˈôrəl ˈmāərəl/






adjective




relating to a mayor




•
 
mayoral candidates




•
 
the mayoral election.



















mayoralty

 
/ˈmāərəltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office of mayor




•
 
the party failed to win the mayoralty.










2.
 
a mayor's period of office.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mairalte

 , from 
maire

 (see mayor
 ).





mayoress

 
/ˈmāərəs/






noun



1.
 
the wife of a mayor.




2.
 
a woman holding the office of mayor.














Mayotte

 
/mäˈyôt/






an island in the Indian Ocean, east of Comoros; pop. 223,800 (est. 2009); capital, Mamoutzu. When the Comoros became independent in 1974, Mayotte remained an overseas territory of France.

Also called Mahore
 .









maypole

 
/ˈmāˌpōl /

 
Maypole






noun




a pole painted and decorated with flowers, around which people traditionally dance on May Day, holding long ribbons that are attached to the top of the pole.













maypop

 
/ˈmāpäp/






noun




the yellow edible fruit of a North American passionflower.

[The plant, grown chiefly in the southern US, is 
Passiflora incarnata

 , family 
Passifloraceae

 .]













May queen

 
/ˈmā ˌkwēn/






noun




a girl or young woman chosen to be crowned in traditional celebrations of May Day.













Mayr, Ernst Walter

 
/ˈmāər/






(1904–2005), US zoologist, born in Germany. He argued for a neo-Darwinian approach to evolution in his classic 
Animal Species and Evolution

 (1963).









Mays, Willie

 
/māz/






(1931–), US baseball player; known as the 
Say Hey Kid

 ; full name 
Willie Howard Mays, Jr.

 A center fielder, he played for the New York (later San Francisco) Giants 1951–52, 1954–71 and the New York Mets 1971–72. Baseball Hall of Fame (1979).









mayst

 
/māst/






archaic second person singular present of may
 1
 .









mayweed

 
/ˈmāwēd/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family that typically grows as a weed of fields and waste ground.

[Several species in the family 
Compositae

 , in particular 
stinking mayweed

 (
Anthemis cotula

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
maythe(n

 ), an earlier name for this plant (in Old English 
mægethe

 , 
magothe

 ), + weed
 .





Mazar-e-Sharif

 
/məˌzärēSHəˈrēf/






a city in northern Afghanistan; pop. 300,600 (est. 2006). Its name means “tomb of the saint,” and it is the reputed burial place of 
Ali

 , son-in-law of Muhammad.









Mazarin, Jules

 
/ˈmäzərin, mäzäˈraN/






(1602–61), French statesman, born in Italy; Italian name 
Giulio Mazzarino

 . Sent to Paris as the Italian papal legate (1634), he became a naturalized Frenchman and was made a cardinal in 1641 and then chief minister of Louis XIV in 1642.









Mazatlán

 
/ˌmäsətˈlän/






a seaport and resort in Mexico, on the Pacific coast in the state of Sinaloa; pop. 352,471 (2005). Founded in 1531, it developed as a center of trade with the Philippines.









Mazdaism

 
/ˈmäzdəˌizəm, maz-/





I.
 
noun




another term for Zoroastrianism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Mazdaist






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Avestan 
mazdā

 (short for Ahura Mazda
 ) + -ism
 .





maze

 
/māz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a network of paths and hedges designed as a puzzle through which one has to find a way.




2.
 
a complex network of paths or passages




•
 
they were trapped in a menacing 
maze of

 corridors.










3.
 
a confusing mass of information




•
 


a maze of

 petty regulations.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be mazed

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 be dazed and confused




•
 
she was still mazed with the drug she had taken.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting delirium or delusion): probably from the base of amaze
 , of which the verb is a shortening.





mazelike

 
/ˈmāzˌlīk/






adjective




having or consisting of a complex network; labyrinthine




•
 
under the house is a mazelike set of tunnels




•
 
we have to navigate a mazelike route.



















mazel tov

 
/ˈmäzəl ˌtôv, ˌtôf/





I.
 
exclamation




a Jewish phrase expressing congratulations or wishing someone good luck.











– origin

 from modern Hebrew 
mazzāl ṭōḇ

 , literally ‘good star.’





mazer

 
/ˈmāzər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hardwood drinking bowl.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
masere

 , of Germanic origin.





mazuma

 
/məˈzo͞omə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 money; cash.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Yiddish, from Hebrew 
mĕzummān

 , from 
zimmēn

 ‘prepare.’





mazurka

 
/məˈzərkə məˈzo͝orkə/





I.
 
noun




a lively Polish dance in triple time.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via German from Polish 
mazurka

 , denoting a woman of the province Mazovia.





mazy

 
/ˈmāzē/






adjective




like a maze; labyrinthine




•
 
the museum's mazy treasure house.




















mazzard

 
/ˈmazərd/






noun

 — (in full 
mazzard cherry

 )


1.
 
a cherry tree native to both Eurasia and North America, commercially important for both its fruit and wood.

Also called sweet cherry
 . [
Prunus avium

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













Mazzini, Giuseppe

 
/məˈzēnē, mädˈzēnē/






(1805–72), Italian nationalist leader. He founded the patriotic movement Young Italy (1831) and was a leader of the Risorgimento.









Mb






abbreviation






[Computing]

 megabit(s).













MB

 
/ˈˌem ˈbē/






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Medicine.

[from Latin 
Medicinae Baccalaureus

 .]




2.
 
Manitoba (in official postal use).




3.
 


[Computing]

 megabyte(s).














MBA

 
/ˌem bē ˈā/






abbreviation




Master of Business Administration.













Mbabane

 
/(ə)mbäˈbänē/






the capital of Swaziland, in the northwestern part of the country; pop. 78,000 (est. 2007).









mbaqanga

 
/(ə)mbəˈkäNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a rhythmical popular music style of southern Africa.











– origin

 from Zulu 
umbaqanga

 , literally ‘steamed cornbread,’ used to express the combined notion of the homely cultural sustenance of the townships and the musicians' “daily bread” (coined in this sense by trumpeter Michael Xaba).





m.b.d






abbreviation




(of oil) million barrels per day.













Mbeki, Thabo

 
/(ǝ)mˈbekē/






(1942–), South African statesman, president 1999–2008.










mbira

 
/(ə)mˈbirə/





I.
 
noun




(esp. in southern Africa) another term for thumb piano
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Shona, probably an alteration of 
rimba

 ‘a note.’





Mbps






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 millions of bits per second.




2.
 


[Computing]

 megabits per second.




3.
 
(
MBps

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 megabytes per second.













Mbundu

 
/(ə)mˈbo͝onˌdo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of either of two peoples of western Angola (sometimes distinguished as 
Mbundu

 and 
Ovimbundu

 ).




2.
 
either of the Bantu languages of the Mbundu, often distinguished as 
Umbundu

 (related to Herero) and 
Kimbundu

 (related to Kikongo).








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mbundu or their languages.













Mbuti

 
/(ə)mˈbo͞odē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a pygmy people of western Uganda and adjacent areas of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mbuti.











– origin

 the name in local languages.





Mbyte






abbreviation




megabyte(s).













Mc






abbreviation




megacycle(s), a unit of frequency equal to one million cycles.














MC

 
/ˌem ˈsē/






abbreviation



1.
 
Master of Ceremonies.




2.
 
(in the US) Member of Congress.




3.
 
(in an astrological chart) the midheaven.

[from Latin 
Medium Coeli

 .]




4.
 
(in the UK) Military Cross.




5.
 
music cassette (of prerecorded audiotape).













MCAT

 
/ˈemkat/






abbreviation




Medical College Admissions Test.













MCB






abbreviation




miniature circuit-breaker.













mcf

 
MCF
 , Mcf






abbreviation




one thousand cubic feet.













mcg






abbreviation




microgram(s).













mCi






abbreviation




millicurie(s), a quantity of a radioactive substance having one thousandth of a curie of radioactivity




•
 
15 mCi of the radionuclide.



















McKinley, John

 
/məˈkinlē/






(1780–1852), US Supreme Court associate justice 1837–52. A US senator 1826–31, 1837 and a member of the US House of Representatives 1833–35, he was appointed to the Court by President Van Buren.










McKinley, Mount

 
/məˈkinlē/






a mountain in south central Alaska. Rising to 20,237 feet (6,168 m), it is the highest mountain in North America.

Also called Denali
 .









McKinley, William






(1843–1901), 25th president of the US 1897–1901. A Republican, he favored big business and waged the Spanish–American War of 1898, which resulted in the acquisition of Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippines, as well as the annexation of Hawaii, and brought the US to the forefront of world power. He was assassinated by an anarchist while in Buffalo, New York.









MCL






abbreviation



1.
 
Master of Civil Law.




2.
 
Master of Comparative Law.













m-commerce

 
//





I.
 
noun




electronic commerce conducted on mobile phones.











– origin

 1990s: from 
m(obile)

 + 
commerce

 .





MCP






noun






‹informal›

 short for male chauvinist pig
 :




•
 
he was the classic MCP in his youth.



















MCPO






abbreviation




master chief petty officer.













Mc/s






abbreviation




megacycles per second, a unit of frequency equal to one million cycles per second.













McTwist

 
/məkˈtwist/





I.
 
noun




(in skateboarding and snowboarding) an aerial maneuver in which the boarder spins one and a half times while holding the edge of the board with one hand




•
 
she did seven tricks, including a perfect McTwist.

















– origin

 1980s: from the name of the US skateboarder Mike McGill, who invented the maneuver, and twist
 .





Md






symbol




the chemical element mendelevium.













MD

 
/ˌem ˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Medicine.

[from Latin 
Medicinae Doctor

 .]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 Managing Director.




3.
 
Maryland (in official postal use).




4.
 
musical director.













Md.






abbreviation




Maryland.













m/d

 
M/D






abbreviation




months after date.













MDF






abbreviation




medium density fiberboard.













M.Div.






abbreviation




Master of Divinity.














MDMA






abbreviation




methylenedioxymethamphetamine, the drug Ecstasy.













MDPV






abbreviation




methylenedioxypyrovalerone, a synthetic mood-altering drug with stimulant properties.

[Chem. formula: C16
 H21
 NO3
 .]













MDS






abbreviation




Master of Dental Science.













mdse.






abbreviation




merchandise.













MDT






abbreviation




Mountain Daylight Time (see Mountain time
 ).














me

 
/mē/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person singular

 ]


1.
 
used by a speaker to refer to himself or herself as the object of a verb or preposition




•
 
do you understand me?




•
 
wait for me!







Compare with I
 2
 .




2.
 
used after the verb “to be” and after “than” or “as”




•
 
hi, it's me




•
 
you have more than me.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 to or for myself




•
 
I've got me a job.










4.
 


‹informal›

 used in exclamations




•
 
dear me!




•
 
silly me!














II.
 
phrases





me and mine







/ˈmē ən ˈmīn /

 — my relatives.















– origin

 Old English 
mē

 , accusative and dative of I
 2
 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
mij

 , German 
mir

 (dative), from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
me

 , Greek 
(e)me

 , and Sanskrit 
mā

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 Traditional grammar teaches that it is correct to say between you and 
me

 and incorrect to say between you and 
I

 . For details, see usage at between
 . 
2

 Which of the following is correct: you have more than 
me

 , or you have more than 
I

 ? See usage at personal pronoun
 .





Me






abbreviation



1.
 
Maine.




2.
 
Maître (title of a French advocate).













ME1


 
/ˈˌem ˈē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a medical condition of unknown cause, with fever, aching, and prolonged tiredness and depression, typically occurring after a viral infection.

Also called chronic fatigue syndrome.











– origin

 1980s: short for 
myalgic encephalomyelitis

 or 
myalgic encephalopathy

 .





ME2


 
/ˈˌem ˈē/






abbreviation



1.
 
Maine (in official postal use).




2.
 


(US)

 medical examiner.




3.
 
Middle English.













mea culpa

 
/ˌmāə ˈko͝olpə/





I.
 
noun




an acknowledgment of one's fault or error


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
“Well, whose fault was that?” “Mea culpa!” Frank said.

















– origin

 Latin, ‘by my fault.’





mead1


 
/mēd/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 an alcoholic drink of fermented honey and water.











– origin

 Old English 
me(o)du

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
mee

 and German 
Met

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
madhu

 ‘sweet drink, honey’ and Greek 
methu

 ‘wine.’






mead2


 
/mēd/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a meadow.











– origin

 Old English 
mǣd

 , of Germanic origin; related to mow
 1
 .





Mead, Lake

 
/mēd/






the largest US reservoir, located in southeast Nevada, created after 1933 by the Hoover Dam on the Colorado River.









Mead, Margaret

 
/mēd/






(1901–78), US anthropologist and social psychologist. She worked in Samoa and the New Guinea area and wrote a number of studies of primitive cultures, including 
Coming of Age in Samoa

 (1928). Her writings made anthropology accessible to a wide readership and demonstrated its relevance to Western society.









Meade, George

 
/mēd/






(1815–72), US army officer; born in Spain to American parents; full name 
George Gordon Meade

 . A veteran of the Mexican War, he commanded the Army of the Potomac 1863–65 during the Civil War. He is most noted for his victory at Gettysburg in 1863.









meadow

 
/ˈmedō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of grassland, especially one used for hay.




2.
 
a piece of low ground near a river.








II.
 
derivatives





meadowy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mǣdwe

 , oblique case of 
mǣd

 (see mead
 2
 ), from the Germanic base of mow
 2
 .





meadow fescue






noun




a tall Eurasian fescue that is grown in North America as a pasture and hay grass.

[
Festuca pratensis

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]














meadow grass






noun




a perennial creeping grass that is widely used for fodder and lawns, and for sowing roadside borders.

[Genus 
Poa

 , family 
Gramineae

 : many species, in particular 
Kentucky bluegrass

 (
P. pratensis

 ).]













meadowland

 
/ˈmedōland/






noun

 — (also 
meadowlands

 )


1.
 
land used for the cultivation of grass, especially for hay.













Meadowlands

 
/ˈmedōlandz/






(
the Meadowlands

 )
 — an entertainment and sports complex in northeastern New Jersey, in the meadows of the Hackensack River, northwest of New York City.









meadowlark

 
/ˈmedōˌlärk/






noun




a ground-dwelling songbird of the American blackbird family, with a brown streaky back and typically yellow and black underparts.

[Genus 
Sturnella

 , family 
Icteridae

 : five species, in particular the yellow-breasted 
eastern meadowlark

 (
S. magna

 ) and 
western meadowlark

 (
S. neglecta

 ).]













meadow mouse






noun




another term for meadow vole
 .














meadow mushroom

 
/ˈmedō ˈməSHˌro͞om ˈməSHˌro͝om/






noun




another term for champignon
 .













meadow rue

 
/ˈmedō ˌro͞o/






noun




a widely distributed plant of the buttercup family that typically has divided leaves and heads of small fluffy flowers or delicate drooping flowers.

[Genus 
Thalictrum

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : many species, including the Eurasian 
greater meadow rue

 (
T. aquilegiifolium

 ) and the 
early meadow rue

 (
T. dioicum

 ) of North American woods.]














meadow saffron

 
/ˈmedō ˌsafrən/






noun




a poisonous autumn crocus that produces its flowers, usually lilac, in the autumn while leafless. Native to Europe and North Africa, it is a source of the drug colchicine.

[
Colchicum autumnale

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













meadowsweet

 
/ˈmedōswēt/






noun




a tall plant of the rose family (
Rosaceae

 ) with clusters of sweet-smelling flowers.

[● 
Spiraeae latifola

 of North American meadows and roadsides, with white or pale pink flowers. ● 
Filipendula ulmaria

 , native to Eurasia and naturalized in North America, with creamy white flowers and favoring damp meadows.]














meadow vole






noun




a burrowing vole that occurs in grassland and open country in Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Microtus

 , family 
Muridae

 : numerous species, in particular 
Microtus pennsylvanicus

 of the northern US and Canada.]













meager

 
/ˈmēɡər /

 


‹Brit.›

 meagre





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of something provided or available) lacking in quantity or quality




•
 
they were forced to supplement their meager earnings.










2.
 
(of a person or animal) lean; thin.








II.
 
derivatives





meagerly

 
/ˈmēɡərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘lean’): from Old French 
maigre

 , from Latin 
macer

 .





meagerness

 
/ˈmēɡərnəs/






noun




lack of quantity or quality; inadequacy




•
 
job satisfaction eclipses the meagerness of income.



















meal1


 
/mēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the regular occasions in a day when a reasonably large amount of food is eaten, such as breakfast, lunch, or dinner.




2.
 
the food eaten on regular occasions




•
 
a perfectly cooked meal.














II.
 
phrases





meals on wheels







/ˌmēlz än ˈ(h)wēlz /

 — meals delivered to elderly people or invalids who are unable either to prepare meals or have meals otherwise provided.















– origin

 Old English 
mǣl

 (also in the sense ‘measure,’ surviving in words such as 
piecemeal

 ‘measure taken at one time’), of Germanic origin. The early sense of 
meal

 involved a notion of fixed time; compare with Dutch 
maal

 ‘meal, (portion of) time’ and German 
Mal

 ‘time,’ 
Mahl

 ‘meal,’ from an Indo-European root meaning ‘to measure.’






meal2


 
/mēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the edible part of any grain or pulse ground to powder, such as cornmeal.




2.
 
any powdery substance made by grinding




•
 
herring meal.

















– origin

 Old English 
melu

 , 
meolo

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
meel

 and German 
Mehl

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
molere

 ‘to grind.’





mealie

 
/ˈmēlē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
mealies

 )


1.
 


(chiefly S. African)

 corn, especially sweet corn.




2.
 


(chiefly S. African)

 corn kernels


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
mealie pudding.










3.
 


(chiefly S. African)

 an ear of corn.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Afrikaans 
mielie

 , from Portuguese 
milho

 ‘corn, millet’ from Latin 
milium

 .





meal ticket

 
/ˈmēl ˌtikit/






noun




a person or thing that is used as a source of regular income




•
 
the violin was going to be my meal ticket.



















mealtime

 
/ˈmēlˌtīm/






noun




the time at which a meal is eaten




•
 
fill up 
at mealtimes

 and get out of the habit of snacking




•
 
it must be mealtime soon.



















mealworm

 
/ˈmēlˌwərm/






noun




the larva of a darkling beetle (genus 
Tenebrio

 ), which is widely fed to captive birds and other insectivorous animals.













mealy

 
/ˈmēlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, like, or containing meal




•
 
a mealy flavor




•
 
stomp along through deep, mealy sand.










2.
 
(of a person's complexion, an animal's muzzle, or a bird's plumage) pale.




3.
 
(of part of a plant or fungus) covered with granules resembling meal.








II.
 
derivatives





mealiness

 
/ˈmēlēnəs /






noun





















mealybug

 
/ˈmēlēbəɡ /

 
mealy bug






noun




a small, sap-sucking scale insect that is coated with a white, powdery wax that resembles meal. It forms large colonies and can be a serious pest, especially in greenhouses.

[Family 
Pseudococcidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : 
Pseudococcus

 and other genera.]













mealy-mouthed

 
/ˈmēlēˌmouT͟Hd ˈmēlēˌmouTHt /

 
mealymouthed






adjective




afraid to speak frankly or straightforwardly




•
 
mealy-mouthed excuses.




















mean1


 
/mēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intend to convey, indicate, or refer to (a particular thing or notion); signify




•
 
I don't know what you mean




•
 
he was asked to clarify what his remarks meant




•
 
I meant you, not Jones.










2.
 
(of a word) have (something) as its signification in the same language or its equivalent in another language




•
 
its name means “painted rock” in Cherokee.










3.
 
genuinely intend to convey or express (something)




•
 
when she said that before, she meant it.










4.
 
(
mean something to

 )
 — be of some specified importance to (someone), especially as a source of benefit or object of affection




•
 
animals have always meant more to him than people.










5.
 
intend (something) to occur or be the case




•
 
they mean no harm




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it was meant to be a secret.










6.
 
(
be meant to do something

 )
 — be supposed or intended to do something




•
 
we were meant to go over yesterday.










7.
 
(often 
be meant for

 )
 — design or destine for a particular purpose




•
 
the jacket was meant for a much larger person.










8.
 
(
mean something by

 )
 — have as a motive or excuse in explanation




•
 
what do you mean by leaving me out here in the cold?










9.
 
have as a consequence or result




•
 
the proposals are likely to mean another hundred closures




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
heavy rain meant that the ground was waterlogged.










10.
 
necessarily or usually entail or involve




•
 
coal stoves mean a lot of smoke.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
I mean






used to clarify or correct a statement or to introduce a justification or explanation




•
 
I mean, it's not as if I owned property.















2.
 
mean business






be in earnest.









3.
 
mean to say






[usu. in 
questions

 ]
 — really admit or intend to say




•
 
do you mean to say you've uncovered something new?















4.
 
mean well






have good intentions, but not always the ability to carry them out.















– origin

 Old English 
mænan

 ; related to Dutch 
meenen

 and German 
meinen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by mind
 .






mean2


 
/mēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unwilling to give or share things, especially money; not generous




•
 
she felt mean not giving a tip




•
 
they're not 
mean with

 the garlic.










2.
 
unkind, spiteful, or unfair




•
 
it was very 
mean of

 me




•
 
she is always 
mean to

 my little brother.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 vicious or aggressive in behavior




•
 
the dogs were considered mean.










4.
 
(especially of a place) poor in quality and appearance; shabby




•
 
her home was mean and small.










5.
 
(of a person's mental capacity or understanding) inferior; poor




•
 
it was obvious to even the meanest intelligence.










6.
 


‹dated›

 of low birth or social class




•
 
it was a hat like that worn by the meanest of people.










7.
 


‹informal›

 excellent; very skillful or effective




•
 
he's a mean cook




•
 
she dances a mean Charleston.














II.
 
phrases





no mean ——






denoting something very good of its kind




•
 
it was no mean feat.


















III.
 
derivatives





meanly

 
/ˈmēnlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English, shortening of Old English 
gemǣne

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
communis

 ‘common.’ The original sense was ‘common to two or more persons,’ later ‘inferior in rank,’ leading to 
sense

 3 and a sense ‘ignoble, small-minded,’ from which 
sense

 1 and 
sense

 2 (which became common in the 19th cent.) arose.






mean3


 
/mēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the value obtained by dividing the sum of several quantities by their number; an average




•
 
acid output was calculated by taking the mean of all three samples.







See also arithmetic mean
 , geometric mean
 .




2.
 
the term or one of the terms midway between the first and last terms of a progression.




3.
 
a condition, quality, or course of action equally removed from two opposite (usually unsatisfactory) extremes




•
 
the mean between two extremes.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a quantity) calculated as a mean; average




•
 
by 1989, the mean age at marriage stood at 24.8 for women and 26.9 for men.










2.
 
equally far from two extremes




•
 
hope is the mean virtue between despair and presumption.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
meien

 , from Latin 
medianus

 ‘middle’ (see median
 ).






mean anomaly






noun






[Astronomy]

 the angle in an imaginary circular orbit corresponding to a planet's eccentric anomaly.













meander

 
/mēˈandər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a river or road) follow a winding course




•
 
a river that meandered gently through a meadow.










2.
 
(of a person) wander at random




•
 
kids meandered in and out.










3.
 
(of a speaker or text) proceed aimlessly or with little purpose




•
 
a stylish offbeat thriller which occasionally meanders.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
meanders

 )


1.
 
a winding curve or bend of a river or road




•
 
the river flows in sweeping meanders.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a circuitous journey, especially an aimless one




•
 
a leisurely meander around the twisting coastline road.










3.
 
an ornamental pattern of winding or interlocking lines, e.g., in a mosaic.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
maeander

 , from Greek 
Maiandros

 , the name of a river (see Menderes
 ).





meandering

 
/mēˈandəriNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
following a winding course




•
 
a meandering lane.










2.
 
proceeding in a convoluted or undirected fashion




•
 
a brilliant sample of meandering discourse




•
 
a florid and rather meandering melody.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
meanderings

 )


1.
 
an act of following a winding course




•
 
oxbow lagoons left by the river's meanderings.










2.
 
an act of wandering in a leisurely or aimless manner




•
 
in the course of his meanderings through the city.










3.
 
convoluted or undirected thought or language




•
 
he has a penchant for obscure verbal meanderings.



















mean free path






noun






[Physics]

 the average distance traveled by a gas molecule or other particle between collisions with other particles.













meanie

 
/ˈmēnē /

 
meany






noun






‹informal›

 a mean or small-minded person.













meaning

 
/ˈmēniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
what is meant by a word, text, concept, or action




•
 
the meaning of the word “supermarket”




•
 
it was as if time had lost all meaning.










2.
 
implied or explicit significance




•
 
he gave me a look full of meaning.










3.
 
important or worthwhile quality; purpose




•
 
this can lead to new meaning in the life of older people.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
intended to communicate something that is not directly expressed




•
 
she gave Gabriel a meaning look.














III.
 
phrases





not know the meaning of the word








‹informal›

 behave as if unaware of the concept referred to or implied




•
 
“Humanity?” You don't know the meaning of the word!


















IV.
 
derivatives





meaningly

 
/ˈmēniNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: verbal noun from mean
 1
 .





meaningful

 
/ˈmēniNGfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having meaning




•
 
meaningful elements in a language




•
 
questions that are 
meaningful to

 students.










2.
 
having a serious, important, or useful quality or purpose




•
 
making our lives rich and meaningful.










3.
 
communicating something that is not directly expressed




•
 
meaningful glances and repressed passion.










4.
 


[Logic]

 having a recognizable function in a logical language or other sign system.








II.
 
derivatives





meaningfulness

 
/ˈmēniNGfəlnəs /






noun





















meaningfully

 
/ˈmēniNGfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that has meaning




•
 
the parts, however entertaining individually, must cohere meaningfully.










2.
 
in a serious, important, or worthwhile manner




•
 
even isolated communities can contribute meaningfully to national development




•
 
the right to participate meaningfully in the decisions that affect one's life.










3.
 
in a way that communicates something without directly expressing it




•
 
when he reports to work, his supervisor stares meaningfully at the clock.



















meaningless

 
/ˈmēniNGləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no meaning or significance




•
 
the paragraph was a jumble of meaningless words.










2.
 
having no purpose or reason




•
 
the Great War was an outstanding example of meaningless conflict




•
 
rules are 
meaningless to

 a child if they do not have a rationale.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meaninglessly






adverb













2.
 
meaninglessness

 
/ˈmēniNGɡləsnəs /






noun





















meanness

 
/ˈmēnˌnəs/






noun



1.
 
unkindness, spitefulness, or unfairness




•
 
all the hatred and meanness, despair and sorrow surrounding us.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 aggressive character; viciousness




•
 
he is also callous, with a streak of meanness.










3.
 
lack of quality or attractiveness; shabbiness




•
 
the meanness of that existence.




















means

 
/mēnz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ] (often 
means of something

 or 
means to do something

 )
 — an action or system by which a result is brought about; a method




•
 
these pledges are a means to avoid prosecution




•
 
resolving disputes by peaceful means.










2.
 
money; financial resources




•
 
a woman of modest but independent means




•
 
prospective students without the means to attend Cornell.










3.
 
resources; capability




•
 
every country in the world has the means to make ethanol.










4.
 
wealth




•
 
a man of means.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond (or within) one's means






beyond (or within) one's budget or income




•
 
the government is living beyond its means.















2.
 
by all means






of course; certainly (granting a permission)




•
 
“May I make a suggestion?” “By all means.”















3.
 
by any means

 
by any manner of means






(following a negative) in any way; at all




•
 
I'm not poor by any means.















4.
 
by means of






with the help or agency of




•
 
supplying water to cities by means of aqueducts.















5.
 
by no means

 
by no manner of means






not at all; certainly not




•
 
the outcome is by no means guaranteed.















6.
 
a means to an end






a thing that is not valued or important in itself but is useful in achieving an aim




•
 
a computer is merely a means to an end.





















– origin

 late Middle English: plural of mean
 3
 , the early sense being ‘intermediary.’






mean sea level






noun




the sea level halfway between the mean levels of high and low water.













means of production






noun




(especially in a political context) the facilities and resources for producing goods




•
 
in this society, the means of production are communally owned.



















mean solar day






noun






[Astronomy]

 the time between successive passages of the mean sun across the meridian.














mean solar time






noun






[Astronomy]

 time as calculated by the motion of the mean sun. The time shown by an ordinary clock corresponds to mean solar time.

Compare with apparent solar time
 .













mean-spirited

 
/ˌmēnˈspirədəd/





I.
 
adjective




inconsiderate and unsympathetic




•
 
he's an egotistical, mean-spirited, abusive man




•
 
these reality shows all seem to be mean-spirited.














II.
 
derivatives





mean-spiritedness






noun





















means test

 
/ˈmēnz ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




an official investigation into someone's financial circumstances to determine whether they are eligible for a welfare payment or other public funds.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
means-tested

 )


1.
 
make (a welfare payment, etc.) conditional on a means test




•
 
means-tested benefits.










2.
 
subject (someone) to a means test.













mean streets






plural noun




an area of a city where the poor or socially deprived live or work, or an area that is noted for violence and crime




•
 
the mean streets of the South Bronx.



















mean sun






noun




an imaginary sun conceived as moving through the sky throughout the year at a constant speed equal to the mean rate of the real sun, used in calculating mean solar time.













meant

 
/ment/






past and past participle of mean
 1
 .









meantime

 
/ˈmēnˌtīm/





I.
 
adverb

 — (also 
in the meantime

 )


1.
 
meanwhile




•
 
in the meantime, I'll make some inquiries of my own




•
 
Mom and Dad, meantime, had learned to confront their differences.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from mean
 3
 + time
 .





mean time






noun




another term for mean solar time
 . See also Greenwich Mean Time
 .













meanwhile

 
/ˈmēnˌ(h)wīl/





I.
 
adverb

 — (also 
in the meanwhile

 )


1.
 
in the intervening period of time




•
 
Julie has meanwhile found herself another dancing partner.










2.
 
at the same time




•
 
steam for another five minutes; meanwhile, make a white sauce.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from mean
 3
 + while
 .





Meany, George

 
/ˈmēnē/






(1894–1980), US labor leader. He served as president of the AFL-CIO 1955–79.









meas.






abbreviation




measurable or measured or measurement.














measles

 
/ˈmēzəlz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (often 
the measles

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an infectious viral disease causing fever and a red rash on the skin, typically occurring in childhood.




2.
 
a disease of pigs and other animals caused by the encysted larvae of the human tapeworm.











– origin

 Middle English 
maseles

 , probably from Middle Dutch 
masel

 ‘pustule’ (compare with modern Dutch 
mazelen

 ‘measles’). The spelling change was due to association with Middle English 
mesel

 ‘leprous, leprosy.’





measly

 
/ˈmēzlē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 contemptibly small or few




•
 
three measly votes.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (describing a pig or pork infected with measles): from measles
 + -y
 1
 . The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





measurable

 
/ˈmeZH(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be measured




•
 
objectives should be measurable and achievable.










2.
 
large enough to be measured; noticeable; definite




•
 
a small but measurable improvement in behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
measurability

 
/ˌmeZH(ə)rəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
measurably

 
/ˈmeZH(ə)rəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the company's performance was measurably better

























– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘moderate’): from Old French 
mesurable

 , from late Latin 
mensurabilis

 , from Latin 
mensurare

 ‘to measure.’





measure

 
/ˈmeZHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ascertain the size, amount, or degree of (something) by using an instrument or device marked in standard units or by comparing it with an object of known size




•
 
the amount of water collected is measured in pints




•
 
they will 
measure up

 the room and install the cabinets.










2.
 
be of (a specified size or degree)




•
 
the fabric measures 45 inches wide.










3.
 
ascertain the size and proportions of (someone) in order to make or provide clothes for them




•
 
he will be measured for his tuxedo next week.










4.
 
(
measure something out

 )
 — take an exact quantity or fixed amount of something




•
 
she helped to measure out the ingredients.










5.
 
estimate or assess the extent, quality, value, or effect of (something)




•
 
it is hard to measure teaching ability.










6.
 
(
measure someone/something against

 )
 — judge someone or something by comparison with (a certain standard)




•
 
she did not need to measure herself against some ideal.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
measure up

 )
 — reach the required or expected standard; fulfill expectations




•
 
I'm afraid we didn't 
measure up to

 the standards they set.










8.
 
scrutinize (someone) keenly in order to form an assessment of them




•
 
the two shook hands and silently 
measured

 each other 
up

 .










9.
 
consider (one's words or actions) carefully




•
 
I had better measure my words so as not to embarrass anyone.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 travel over (a certain distance or area)




•
 
we must measure twenty miles today.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a plan or course of action taken to achieve a particular purpose




•
 
cost-cutting measures




•
 
children were evacuated as a precautionary measure.










2.
 
a legislative bill




•
 
the Senate passed the measure by a 48–30 vote.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 punishment or retribution imposed or inflicted on someone




•
 
her husband had dealt out 
hard measure

 to her.










4.
 
a standard unit used to express the size, amount, or degree of something




•
 
a furlong is an obsolete measure of length




•
 
tables of weights and measures.










5.
 
a system or scale of standard measuring units




•
 
the original dimensions were in imperial measure.










6.
 
a container of standard capacity used for taking fixed amounts of a substance.




7.
 
a particular amount of something




•
 


a measure of

 egg white as a binding agent.










8.
 
a standard official amount of an alcoholic drink as served in a licensed establishment.




9.
 
a graduated rod or tape used for ascertaining the size of something.




10.
 


[Printing]

 the width of a full line of type or print, typically expressed in picas.




11.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity contained in another an exact number of times; a divisor.




12.
 
a certain quantity or degree of something




•
 
the states retain a large measure of independence.










13.
 
an indication or means of assessing the degree, extent, or quality of something




•
 
it was a measure of the team's problems that they were still working after 2 a.m.










14.
 
the rhythm of a piece of poetry or a piece of music.




15.
 
a particular metrical unit or group




•
 
measures of two or three syllables are more frequent in English prose.










16.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any of the sections, typically of equal time value, into which a musical composition is divided, shown on a score by vertical lines across the staff; bar.




17.
 


‹archaic›

 a dance, typically one that is grave or stately




•
 
now tread we a measure!










18.
 
[with 
modifier

 ] (
measures

 )
 — a group of rock strata.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond measure






to a very great extent




•
 
it irritates him beyond measure.















2.
 
for good measure






in addition to what has already been done, said, or given




•
 
he added a couple of chili peppers for good measure.















3.
 
take (or get or have) the measure of






assess or have assessed the character, nature, or abilities of (someone or something)




•
 
he's got her measure—she won't fool him.















4.
 
in —— measure






to the degree specified




•
 
his rapid promotion was due in some measure to his friendship with the CEO.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun in the senses ‘moderation,’ ‘instrument for measuring,’ ‘unit of capacity’): from Old French 
mesure

 , from Latin 
mensura

 , from 
mens-

 ‘measured,’ from the verb 
metiri

 .





measured

 
/ˈmeZHərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a slow, regular rhythm




•
 
he walks with confident, measured steps.










2.
 
(of speech or writing) carefully considered; deliberate and restrained




•
 
his measured prose.














II.
 
derivatives





measuredly






adverb





















measureless

 
/ˈmeZHərləs/






adjective




having no bounds or limits; unlimited




•
 
Otto had measureless charm.



















measurement

 
/ˈmeZHərmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of measuring something




•
 
accurate measurement is essential




•
 
a telescope with which precise measurements can be made.










2.
 
the size, length, or amount of something, as established by measuring




•
 
his inseam measurement.










3.
 
a unit or system of measuring




•
 
a hand is a measurement used for measuring horses.



















measuring cup

 
/ˈmeZH(ə)riNG ˌkəp/






noun




a cup marked in graded amounts, used for measuring ingredients in cooking.













measuring tape

 
/ˈmeZH(ə)riNG ˌtāp/






noun




another term for tape measure
 .














measuring worm






noun




another term for inchworm
 .














meat

 
/mēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the flesh of an animal (especially a mammal) as food




•
 
pieces of meat




•
 
assorted meats




•
 
place meat and poultry in the refrigerator immediately




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
meat sandwiches.










2.
 
the flesh of a person's body




•
 
this'll put meat on your bones!










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the edible part of fruits or nuts.




4.
 
(
the meat of

 )
 — the essence or chief part of something




•
 
he did the meat of the climb on the first day.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 food of any kind.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be meat and drink to

 

‹Brit.›






a.
 
be a source of great pleasure to




•
 
meat and drink to me, this life is!










b.
 
be a routine matter or task for




•
 
he should be meat and drink to the English defense.















2.
 
meat and potatoes








(N. Amer.)

 ordinary but fundamental things; basic ingredients




•
 
the club's meat and potatoes remains blues performers.















3.
 
one man's meat is another man's poison








‹proverb›

 things liked or enjoyed by one person may be distasteful to another.












III.
 
derivatives





meatless

 
/ˈmētləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mete

 ‘food’ or ‘article of food’ (as in 
sweetmeat

 ), of Germanic origin.





meatball

 
/ˈmētˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a ball of ground or chopped meat, usually beef, with added seasonings.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a dull, stupid, or foolish person.













meat eater






noun



1.
 
an animal that feeds on other animals; a carnivore




•
 
a large, fierce meat eater like a Tyrannosaurus rex.










2.
 
a person whose diet includes meat




•
 
if you're a meat eater, make sure you experience one of the steakhouses.



















meat-eating






adjective



1.
 
feeding on other animals; carnivorous




•
 
a group of large meat-eating dinosaurs.










2.
 
eating meat as part of one's diet




•
 
he will go with meat-eating friends to a steakhouse and order a salad.



















meat grinder






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a machine for mincing meat.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a destructive action or process




•
 
trench warfare was the meat grinder that every soldier dreaded.



















Meath

 
/mēT͟H, mēTH/






a county in the eastern part of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster; county town, Navan.









meathead

 
/ˈmētˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.













meathook

 
/ˈmētho͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a sharp metal hook of a kind used to hang meat carcasses.




2.
 
(
meathooks

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's hands or arms




•
 
get your big meathooks out of those pies!



















meat loaf

 
/ˈmēt ˌlōf /

 
meatloaf






noun




ground or chopped meat, usually beef, with added seasonings, molded into the shape of a loaf and baked.













meat locker






noun






(chiefly US)

 a refrigerated room for storing meat




•
 
the beef is aged by hanging either the entire carcass or large chunks of it in a meat locker.



















meat market

 
/mēt ˈmärkət/






noun






‹informal›

 a meeting place such as a bar or nightclub for people seeking sexual encounters.













meatspace

 
/ˈmētspās/






noun






‹informal›

 the physical world, as opposed to cyberspace or a virtual environment




•
 
I'd like to know a little more before we talk about a get-together in meatspace.



















meatus

 
/mēˈādəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a passage or opening leading to the interior of the body




•
 
the urethral meatus.










2.
 
(also 
external auditory meatus

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the passage leading into the ear.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘passage,’ from 
meare

 ‘to flow, run.’





meat wagon

 
/mēt ˈwaɡən/






noun






‹informal›

 an ambulance or hearse.













meaty

 
/ˈmēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of or full of meat




•
 
a meaty flavor.










2.
 
fleshy; brawny




•
 
the tall, meaty young man.










3.
 
full of substance or interest; satisfying




•
 
the ballet has stayed the course because of the meaty roles it offers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meatily

 
/ˈmētl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
meatiness

 
/ˈmētēnis /






noun






















Mecca

 
/ˈmekə/





I.
 
a city in western Saudi Arabia, an oasis town in the Red Sea region of Hejaz, east of Jiddah, considered by Muslims to be the holiest city of Islam; pop. 1,385,000 (est. 2007). The birthplace in 
AD

 570 of the prophet Muhammad, it was the scene of his early teachings before his emigration to Medina in 622 (the Hegira
 ). On Muhammad's return to Mecca in 630 it became the center of the new Muslim faith.

Arabic name Makkah
 .




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Mecca

 )
 — a place that attracts people of a particular group or with a particular interest




•
 
Holland is 
a Mecca for

 jazz enthusiasts.










III.
 
derivatives





Meccan






adjective, noun





















mech

 
/mek/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a mechanic.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: abbreviation.





mecha

 
/ˈmekə/





I.
 
noun




(in anime, manga, etc.) a large armored robot, typically controlled by a person riding inside the robot itself




•
 
I loved the design of the giant mecha, and how it was integrated into the look of the show




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a series of mecha battles that are action-packed.

















– origin

 1980s: Japanese 
meka

 , shortened from 
mekanizumu

 ‘mechanism,’ 
mekanikaru

 ‘mechanical,’ etc.






mechanic

 
/məˈkanik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who repairs and maintains machinery




•
 
a car mechanic.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a manual laborer or artisan




•
 
the Mechanics' Institute.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘relating to manual labor’): via Old French or Latin from Greek 
mēkhanikos

 , from 
mēkhanē

 (see machine
 ).





mechanical

 
/məˈkanək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
working or produced by machines or machinery




•
 
a mechanical device.










2.
 
of or relating to machines or machinery




•
 
a mechanical genius




•
 
mechanical failure.










3.
 
(of a person or action) not having or showing thought or spontaneity; automatic




•
 
she stopped the mechanical brushing of her hair.










4.
 
relating to physical forces or motion; physical




•
 
the smoothness was the result of mechanical abrasion.










5.
 
(of a theory) explaining phenomena in terms only of physical processes.




6.
 
of or relating to mechanics as a science.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
mechanicals

 )
 — the working parts of a machine, especially a car.




2.
 
(usu. 
mechanicals

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 (especially with allusion to Shakespeare's 
A Midsummer Night's Dream

 ) a manual worker




•
 
rude mechanicals.










3.
 


(US)

 
[Printing]

 a completed assembly of artwork and copy, typically mounted on a sheet of stiff paper.








III.
 
derivatives





mechanicalness

 
/məˈkanik(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (describing an art or occupation concerned with the design or construction of machines): via Latin from Greek 
mēkhanikos

 (see mechanic
 ) + -al
 .





mechanical advantage






noun




the ratio of the force produced by a machine to the force applied to it, used in assessing the performance of a machine.













mechanical drawing

 
/məˈˌkanəkəl ˈdroiNG/






noun



1.
 
a scale drawing of a mechanical or architectural structure done with precision instruments.




2.
 
the action or process of making mechanical drawings.













mechanical engineering

 
/məˈkanəkəl ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the branch of engineering dealing with the design, construction, and use of machines.








II.
 
derivatives





mechanical engineer

 
/məˈˌkanəkəl ˌenjəˈni(ə)r /






noun





















mechanically

 
/məˈkanək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of a machine or machinery




•
 
the rice is harvested mechanically




•
 
a mechanically propelled vehicle.










2.
 
in a way that relates to machines or machinery




•
 
the car is almost guaranteed not to fail mechanically




•
 
I'm mechanically inclined and I know how to work things.










3.
 
without thought or spontaneity; automatically




•
 
the words are repeated mechanically




•
 
I nodded mechanically.



















mechanical pencil






noun




a pencil with a plastic or metal case and a thin replaceable lead that may be extended as the point is worn away by twisting the outer casing.













mechanician

 
/ˌmekəˈniSHən/






noun




a person skilled in the design or construction of machinery.














mechanics

 
/məˈkaniks/






plural noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the branch of applied mathematics dealing with motion and forces producing motion.




2.
 
machinery as a subject; engineering.




3.
 
the machinery or working parts of something




•
 
he looks at the mechanics of a car before the bodywork.










4.
 
the way in which something is done or operated; the practicalities or details of something




•
 
the mechanics of cello playing.



















mechanism

 
/ˈmekəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of parts working together in a machine; a piece of machinery




•
 
the gunner injured his arm in the turret mechanism.










2.
 
a natural or established process by which something takes place or is brought about




•
 
we have no mechanism for assessing the success of forwarded inquiries




•
 
the mechanism by which genes build bodies.










3.
 
a contrivance in the plot of a literary work




•
 
his 
Irma La Douce

 is a musical based on the farce mechanism.










4.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that all natural phenomena, including life and thought, allow mechanical explanation by physics and chemistry.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
mechanismus

 , from Greek 
mēkhanē

 (see machine
 ).





mechanist

 
/ˈmekənəst/






noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes in the doctrine of mechanism.




2.
 
a person skilled in the design or construction of machinery.













mechanistic

 
/ˌmekəˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to theories that explain phenomena in purely physical or deterministic terms




•
 
a mechanistic interpretation of nature.










2.
 
determined by physical processes alone




•
 
he insisted that animals were entirely mechanistic.














II.
 
derivatives





mechanistically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















mechanize

 
/ˈmekəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce machines or automatic devices into (a process, activity, or place)




•
 
the farm was mechanized in the 1950s.










2.
 
equip (a military force) with modern weapons and vehicles


(as 
adj.

 
mechanized

 )


•
 
the units comprised tanks and mechanized infantry.










3.
 
give a mechanical character to




•
 
public virtue cannot be mechanized or formulated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mechanization

 
/ˌmekənəˈzāSHən ˌmekəˌnīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
mechanizer






noun





















mechano-





I.
 
combining form




mechanical; relating to a mechanical source




•
 
mechanoreceptor.

















– origin

 from Greek 
mēkhanē

 ‘machine.’





mechanoreceptor

 
/ˌmekənōrəˈseptər/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sense organ or cell that responds to mechanical stimuli such as touch or sound.








II.
 
derivatives





mechanoreceptive

 
/-ˈseptiv /






adjective





















mechanosensation

 
/ˌmekəˌnōsenˈsāSHən/






noun




the process by which mechanical stimuli are translated into neuronal impulses. It is the physiological basis for sense experiences such as touch, hearing, and balance.













mechatronics

 
/ˌmekəˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
technology combining electronics and mechanical engineering.








II.
 
derivatives





mechatronic






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: blend of mechanics
 and electronics
 .





Mechlin

 
/ˈmeklən /

 
Mechlin lace






noun




lace made in the Belgian city of Mechelen (formerly known as Mechlin), characterized by patterns outlined in heavier thread.













Mecklenburg-West Pomerania

 
/ˌmeklənbərɡˌwest päməˈrānēə/






a state in northeastern Germany, on the coast of the Baltic Sea; capital, Schwerin.









MEcon






abbreviation




Master of Economics.













meconium

 
/məˈkōnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the dark green substance forming the first feces of a newborn infant.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘poppy juice,’ from Greek 
mēkōnion

 , from 
mēkōn

 ‘poppy.’





meconopsis

 
/ˌmēkəˈnäpsis, ˌmek-/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian poppy that is sometimes grown as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Meconopsis

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 : several species, in particular the blue-flowered 
M. betonicifolia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
mēkōn

 ‘poppy’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance.’





Mecoptera

 
/miˈkäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the scorpionflies.




II.
 
derivatives





mecopteran

 
/-tərən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
mēkos

 ‘length’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





med

 
/med /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




medical




•
 
med school.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
meds

 )


1.
 
medicine; medication




•
 
he'd forgotten to take his meds.



















Med

 
/med/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Med

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 the Mediterranean Sea.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.





MEd






abbreviation




Master of Education.













med.






abbreviation




medium.














médaillon

 
/ˌmādīˈyôn/





I.
 
noun




a small flat round or oval cut of meat or fish




•
 
veal médaillons.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘medallion.’





medaka

 
/məˈdäkə /

 
medakafish






noun




a small Japanese freshwater fish of variable color that is bred for aquariums and also extensively studied in the sciences.

[
Oryzias latipes

 , family 
Adrianichthyidae

 .]














medal

 
/ˈmedl/





I.
 
noun




a metal disk with an inscription or design, made to commemorate an event or awarded as a distinction to someone such as a soldier, athlete, or scholar.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — earn a medal, especially in an athletic contest




•
 
Norwegian athletes medaled in 12 of the 14 events.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
medaled

 )
 — decorate or honour with a medal




•
 
the most medaled swimmer in Olympics history.














III.
 
derivatives





medallic

 
/məˈdalik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
médaille

 , from Italian 
medaglia

 , from medieval Latin 
medalia

 ‘half a denarius,’ from Latin 
medialis

 ‘medial.’





medalist

 
/ˈmedləst /

 


‹Brit.›

 medallist






noun



1.
 
an athlete or other person awarded a medal




•
 
an Olympic gold medalist.










2.
 
the lowest scorer in a qualifying round of a golf tournament.




3.
 
an engraver or designer of medals.













medallion

 
/məˈdalyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of jewelry in the shape of a medal, typically worn as a pendant.




2.
 
an oval or circular painting, panel, or design used to decorate a building or textile.




3.
 
another term for médaillon
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
médaillon

 , from Italian 
medaglione

 , augmentative of 
medaglia

 (see medal
 ).





Medal of Honor

 
/ /

 
Congressional Medal of Honor






noun




the highest US military decoration, awarded by Congress to a member of the armed forces for gallantry and bravery in combat at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty.














medal play

 
/ˈmedl ˌplā/






noun






[Golf]

 another term for stroke play
 .













Medan

 
/māˈdän/






a city in Indonesia, in northeastern Sumatra near the Strait of Malacca; pop. 1,772,800 (est. 2009). Established as a trading post by the Dutch in 1682, it became a leading commercial center.









Medawar, Sir Peter

 
/ˈmedəwər/






(1915–87), English immunologist; full name 
Sir Peter Brian Medawar

 . He studied the biology of tissue transplantation and showed that the rejection of grafts was the result of an immune mechanism. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1960).










meddle

 
/ˈmedl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interfere in or busy oneself unduly with something that is not one's concern




•
 
I don't want him 
meddling in

 our affairs




•
 (as 
noun

 
meddling

 )
 
bureaucratic meddling.










2.
 
(
meddle with

 )
 — touch or handle (something) without permission




•
 
you have no right to come in here and meddle with my things.














II.
 
derivatives





meddler

 
/ˈmedlər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘mingle, mix’): from Old French 
medler

 , variant of 
mesler

 , based on Latin 
miscere

 ‘to mix.’





meddlesome

 
/ˈmedlsəm/





I.
 
adjective




fond of meddling; interfering




•
 
a gaggle of meddlesome politicians.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meddlesomely






adverb













2.
 
meddlesomeness

 
/ˈmedlsəmnəs /






noun





















Mede

 
/mēd/





I.
 
noun




a member of an Iranian people who inhabited ancient Media, establishing an extensive empire during the 7th century 
BC

 , which was conquered by Cyrus the Great of Persia in 550 
BC

 .











– origin

 from Latin 
Medi

 , Greek 
Mēdoi

 , plural forms.





Medea

 
/miˈdēə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a sorceress, daughter of Aeetes king of Colchis, who helped Jason to obtain the Golden Fleece and married him. When Jason deserted her for Creusa, the daughter of King Creon of Corinth, she took revenge by killing Creon, Creusa, and her own children, and fled to Athens.









Medellín

 
/ˈmedəˌyēn, ˌmedəˈyēn/






a city in eastern Colombia, the second largest city in the country; pop. 2,219,861 (2005). A major center of coffee production, it has in recent years gained a reputation as the hub of the Colombian drug trade.









medevac

 
/ˈmedəˌvak /

 

‹N. Amer.›


 
medivac





I.
 
noun




the evacuation of military or other casualties to the hospital in a helicopter or airplane.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport (someone) to the hospital in a helicopter or airplane




•
 
the helicopter pilot who medevacked me the day I got shot.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of medical
 and evacuation
 .






medfly

 
/ˈmedflī/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for Mediterranean fruit fly
 .













Medford





I.
 
a city in northeastern Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 55,573 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a commercial city in southwestern Oregon, in an agricultural area near the California border; pop. 73,212 (est. 2008).









Med. Gr.






abbreviation




Medieval Greek.














media1


 
/ˈmēdēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (usu. 
the media

 )
 — the main means of mass communication (broadcasting, publishing, and the Internet), regarded collectively




•
 
their demands were publicized by the media




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the campaign won media attention.










2.
 
plural form of medium
 .











usage:

 The word 
media

 comes from the Latin plural of 
medium

 . The traditional view is that it should therefore be treated as a plural noun in all its senses in English and be used with a plural rather than a singular verb: the media 
have

 not followed the reports (rather than 
has

 not followed). In practice, in the sense ‘broadcasting and the press, collectively,’ 
media

 behaves as a collective noun (like 
staff

 or 
clergy

 , for example), which means that it is now acceptable in standard English for it to take either a singular or a plural verb. The word is also increasingly used in the plural form 
medias

 , as if it had a conventional singular form 
media

 , especially when referring to different forms of new media, and in the sense ‘the material or form used by an artist’: there were great efforts made by the medias of the involved countries | about 600 works in all genres and medias were submitted for review.





media2


 
/ˈmēdēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 an intermediate layer, especially in the wall of a blood vessel.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 a voiced unaspirated stop; (in Greek) a voiced stop.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of modern Latin 
tunica

 (or 
membrana

 ) 
media

 ‘middle sheath (or layer).’ 
Sense

 2 comes from Latin, feminine of 
medius

 ‘middle’ and dates from the mid 19th cent.





Media

 
/ˈmēdēə/






an ancient region of Asia, southwest of the Caspian Sea, corresponding approximately to present-day Azerbaijan, northwestern Iran, and northeastern Iraq.









media card






noun






[Computing]

 a small cardlike information storage device that holds data in flash memory.













mediacy

 
/ˈmēdēəsē/






noun




the quality of being mediate.













media event






noun




an event intended primarily to attract publicity




•
 
a staged media event.



















mediagenic

 
/ˌmēdēəˈjenik/






adjective






(US)

 tending to convey a favorable impression when reported by the media, especially by television




•
 
the mediagenic politician.




















medial

 
/ˈmēdēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 situated in the middle, in particular




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 situated near the median plane of the body or the midline of an organ.

The opposite of lateral
 .




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) in the middle of a word.




4.
 


‹technical›

 
[Phonetics]

 (especially of a vowel) pronounced in the middle of the mouth; central.








II.
 
derivatives





medially






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the mean or average’): from late Latin 
medialis

 , from Latin 
medius

 ‘middle.’





media mail






noun




a class of mail for sending books, recordings, and computer media. It is cheaper and usually slower than first-class mail.














median

 
/ˈmēdēən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to a value or quantity lying at the midpoint of a frequency distribution of observed values or quantities, such that there is an equal probability of falling above or below it




•
 
the median duration of this treatment was four months.










2.
 
denoting the middle term of a series arranged in order of magnitude, or (if there is no middle term) the average of the middle two terms. For example, the median number of the series 55, 62, 76, 85, 93 is 76.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[chiefly Anatomy]

 situated in the middle, especially of the body




•
 
the median part of the sternum.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the median value of a range of values




•
 
acreages ranged from one to fifty-two with a median of twenty-four.










2.
 
(also 
median strip

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the strip of land between the lanes of opposing traffic on a divided highway.




3.
 


[Geometry]

 a straight line drawn from any vertex of a triangle to the middle of the opposite side.








III.
 
derivatives





medianly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a median vein or nerve): from medieval Latin 
medianus

 , from 
medius

 ‘middle, middle of.’





Median

 
/ˈmēdēən/






adjective




of or relating to Media, an ancient region of Asia to the southwest of the Caspian Sea




•
 
the Median empire.



















mediant

 
/ˈmēdēənt/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the third note of the diatonic scale of any key.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
médiante

 , from Italian 
mediante

 ‘coming between,’ present participle of obsolete 
mediare

 ‘come between,’ from late Latin 
mediare

 ‘be in the middle of.’





media-savvy






adjective






‹informal›

 having a shrewd understanding of how to deal with publicity and the media




•
 
a media-savvy politician




•
 
she was media-savvy—she knew how to dress the part and win the public's hearts.



















mediascape

 
/ˈmēdēəˌskāp/






noun



1.
 
communications media as a whole




•
 
the rapidly changing mediascape in Belgium.










2.
 
the world as presented through, or perceived by, the mass media




•
 
the vast, ubiquitous mediascape we inhabit today.



















media-shy

 
/ˈmēdēəSHī/






adjective




reluctant to be filmed, photographed, or interviewed by the media




•
 
the airport appearance served to dispel notions that he is a media-shy recluse.



















mediastinum

 
/ˌmēdēəˈstīnəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a membranous partition between two body cavities or two parts of an organ, especially that between the lungs.








II.
 
derivatives





mediastinal

 
/ˌmēdēəˈstīnl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: neuter of medieval Latin 
mediastinus

 ‘medial,’ based on Latin 
medius

 ‘middle.’





media studies

 
/ˈmēdēə ˈstədēz/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the mass media, especially as an academic subject.














mediate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈmēdēˌāt /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — intervene between people in a dispute in order to bring about an agreement or reconciliation




•
 
Wilson attempted to 
mediate between

 the powers to end the war.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — intervene in (a dispute) to bring about an agreement.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring about (an agreement or solution) by intervening in a dispute




•
 
efforts to mediate a peaceful resolution of the conflict.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹technical›

 bring about (a result such as a physiological effect)




•
 
the right hemisphere plays an important role in mediating tactile perception of direction.










5.
 
be a means of conveying




•
 
this important ministry of mediating the power of the word.










6.
 
form a connecting link between




•
 
structures that mediate gender divisions.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈmēdēət /



1.
 
connected indirectly through another person or thing; involving an intermediate agency




•
 
public law institutions are a type of mediate state administration.














III.
 
derivatives





mediately

 
/ˈmēdēətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘interposed’): from late Latin 
mediatus

 ‘placed in the middle,’ past participle of the verb 
mediare

 , from Latin 
medius

 ‘middle.’





mediation

 
/ˌmēdēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intervention in a dispute in order to resolve it; arbitration




•
 
the parties have sought mediation and it has failed.










2.
 
intervention in a process or relationship; intercession




•
 
they are offering sacrifice and mediation between God and man.














II.
 
derivatives





mediational






adjective





















mediator

 
/ˈmēdēˌādər/





I.
 
noun




a person who attempts to make people involved in a conflict come to an agreement; a go-between.




•
 
the government appointed a mediator to assist in finding a resolution to the dispute.














II.
 
derivatives





mediatory

 
/ˈmēdēəˌtôrē /






adjective






















medic1


 
/ˈmedik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a medical practitioner or student.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a medical corpsman who dispenses first aid at combat sites.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
medicus

 ‘physician,’ from 
mederi

 ‘heal.’





medic2


 
/ˈmedik/






noun




variant spelling of medick
 .














medicable

 
/ˈmedəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 able to be treated or cured medically.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘possessing medicinal properties’): from Latin 
medicabilis

 , from 
medicari

 ‘administer remedies to’ (see medicate
 ).





Medicaid

 
/ˈmedəˌkād/





I.
 
a federal system of health insurance for those requiring financial assistance.







– origin

 1960s: from medical
 + aid
 .






medical

 
/ˈmedək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the science of medicine, or to the treatment of illness and injuries




•
 
a medical center




•
 
the medical profession.










2.
 
of or relating to conditions requiring medical but not surgical treatment




•
 
he was transferred for further treatment to a medical ward.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from medieval Latin 
medicalis

 , from Latin 
medicus

 ‘physician.’





medical examiner

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a medically qualified public officer whose duty is to investigate deaths occurring under unusual or suspicious circumstances, to perform postmortems, and to initiate inquests.













medicalize

 
/ˈmedəkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
view (something) in medical terms; treat as a medical problem, especially unwarrantedly




•
 
doctors tend to medicalize manifestations of distress, prescribing drugs such as sleeping tablets.














II.
 
derivatives





medicalization

 
/ˌmedəkəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌmedəkələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from medical
 + -ize
 .





medical jurisprudence

 
/ˈmedəkəl ˌjo͝orəˈspro͞odns ˈjo͝orəˌspro͞odns ˌjo͞orəˈspro͞odns ˈjo͞orəˌspro͞odns/






noun



1.
 
the branch of law relating to medicine.




2.
 
forensic medicine.













medically

 
/ˈmedək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the science or practice of medicine




•
 
medically trained staff




•
 
the victim was medically examined.










2.
 
in a way that relates to medicine as distinguished from surgery, psychiatry, etc.




•
 
patients may be treated medically or surgically.



















medical marijuana

 
medical cannabis






noun




marijuana as recommended by a doctor in the treatment of a medical condition




•
 
the state law passed by voters in 1996 allows the use of medical marijuana with a doctor's recommendation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a medical marijuana clinic.



















medical officer






noun




a doctor serving in the armed forces, in a prison, or in a public health service.













medical practitioner

 
/ˈˌmedəkəl prakˈtiSH(ə)nər/






noun




a physician or surgeon.













medical tourism





I.
 
noun




another term for health tourism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





medical tourist






noun





















medicament

 
/məˈdikəmənt ˈmedəkəˌment/





I.
 
noun




a substance used for medical treatment.











– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
medicamentum

 , from 
medicari

 (see medicate
 ).






Medicare

 
/ˈmediˌker/





I.
 
a federal system of health insurance for people over 65 years of age and for certain younger people with disabilities.







– origin

 1960s: from medical
 + care
 .






medicate

 
/ˈmedəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
administer medicine or a drug to (someone)




•
 
both infants were heavily medicated to alleviate their seizures.










2.
 
treat (a condition) using medicine or a drug.




3.
 
add a medicinal substance to (a dressing or product)


(as 
adj.

 
medicated

 )


•
 
medicated shampoo.














II.
 
derivatives





medicative

 
/ˈmedəˌkādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
medicat-

 ‘treated,’ from the verb 
medicari

 ‘administer remedies to,’ from 
medicus

 (see medic
 1
 ).





medication

 
/ˌmedəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a substance used for medical treatment, especially a medicine or drug




•
 
he'd been taking medication for depression




•
 
certain medications can cause dizziness.










2.
 
treatment using drugs




•
 
chronic gastrointestinal symptoms which may require prolonged medication.



















Medicean

 
/ˌmedəˈCHēən/






adjective




of or relating to the Medici family.













Medici

 
/ˈmedəCHē /

 
de' Medici






a powerful Italian family of bankers and merchants whose members effectively ruled Florence for much of the 15th century and from 1569 were grand dukes of Tuscany. 
Cosimo

 and 
Lorenzo de' Medici

 were notable rulers and patrons of the arts in Florence; the family also provided four popes (including 
Leo X

 ) and two queens of France (
Catherine de' Medici

 and 
Marie de Médicis

 ).









medicinal

 
/məˈdisənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance or plant) having healing properties




•
 
medicinal herbs




•
 


‹humorous›

 a large medicinal Scotch.










2.
 
relating to or involving medicines or drugs.








II.
 
noun




a medicinal substance.








III.
 
derivatives





medicinally

 
/məˈdis(ə)nəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
medicinalis

 , from 
medicina

 (see medicine
 ).






medicinal leech






noun




a large European leech, introduced to North America, used in medicine for bloodletting. After biting, it secretes an anticoagulant to ensure the flow of blood.

[
Hirudo medicinalis

 , family 
Hirudidae

 .]














medicine

 
/ˈmedəsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the science or practice of the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of disease (in technical use often taken to exclude surgery).




2.
 
a compound or preparation used for the treatment or prevention of disease, especially a drug or drugs taken by mouth




•
 
give her some medicine




•
 
your doctor will be able to prescribe medicines.










3.
 
healing substances or drugs collectively




•
 
an aid convoy loaded with food and medicine.










4.
 
(among North American Indians and some other peoples) a spell, charm, or fetish believed to have healing, protective, or other power




•
 
Fleur was murdering him by use of 
bad medicine

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone a dose (or taste) of their own medicine






give someone the same bad treatment that they have given to others




•
 
tired of his humiliation of me, I decided to give him a taste of his own medicine.















2.
 
take one's medicine






submit to something disagreeable such as punishment.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
medicina

 , from 
medicus

 ‘physician.’





medicine ball

 
/ˈmedəsən ˌbôl/






noun




a large, heavy solid ball thrown and caught for exercise.













Medicine Bow Mountains

 
/ˌmedisin bō ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in the Rocky Mountains that extends the Front Range in Colorado into southern Wyoming.









medicine cabinet

 
/ˈmedəsən ˈkab(ə)nət /

 
medicine chest






noun




a box containing medicines and first-aid items, especially one attached to a bathroom wall.













Medicine Hat






a commercial and industrial city in southeastern Alberta in Canada, on the South Saskatchewan River; pop. 56,997 (2006).









medicine man

 
/ˈmedəsən ˌman/






noun




(among North American Indians and some other peoples) a person believed to have magical powers of healing and of seeing into the future; a shaman.













medicine show






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a traveling show in which entertainers attracted customers to whom medications could be sold




•
 
he ran away again, this time joining a medicine show.



















medicine wheel






noun




a stone circle built by North American Indians, believed to have religious, astronomical, territorial, or calendrical significance.













Médicis, Marie de






see Marie de Médicis
 .










medick

 
/ˈmedik /

 
medic





I.
 
noun




a plant of the pea family related to alfalfa, some kinds of which are grown for fodder or green manure and some kinds of which are troublesome weeds.

[Genus 
Medicago

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, including the prostrate 
black medick

 (
M. lupulina

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
medica

 , from Greek 
Mēdikē (poa

 ) ‘Median (grass).’





medico

 
/ˈmediˌkō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a medical practitioner or student.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Italian from Latin 
medicus

 ‘physician.’





medico-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the field of medicine




•
 
medico-social.

















– origin

 from Latin 
medicus

 ‘physician.’





medieval

 
/ˌmed(ē)ˈēvəl ˌmēd(ē)ˈēvəl /

 
mediaeval





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Middle Ages




•
 
a medieval castle.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 very old-fashioned or primitive




•
 
the guerrillas' medieval behavior has become an embarrassment to their supporters.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
medievalism

 
/ˌmed(ē)ˈēvəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
medievalist

 
/ˌmed(ē)ˈēvələst /






noun













3.
 
medievalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













4.
 
medievally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
medium aevum

 ‘middle age’ + -al
 .





medieval Latin






noun




Latin of about 
AD

 600–1500.













medina

 
/məˈdēnə/





I.
 
noun




the old Arab or non-European quarter of a North African town.











– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘town.’






Medina

 
/məˈdēnə/






a city in western Saudi Arabia, around an oasis about 200 miles (320 km) north of Mecca; pop. 1,010,000 (est. 2007). It is Muhammad's burial place and the site of the first Islamic mosque, which is constructed around his tomb. It is considered by Muslims to be the second most holy city after Mecca, and a visit to the prophet's tomb at Medina often forms a sequel to the formal pilgrimage to Mecca.

Arabic name al-Madinah
 .









mediocracy

 
/ˌmēdēˈäkrəsē/






noun




a dominant class consisting of mediocre people, or a system in which mediocrity is rewarded.













mediocre

 
/ˌmēdēˈōkər/





I.
 
adjective




of only moderate quality; not very good




•
 
a mediocre actor.














II.
 
derivatives





mediocrely






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
médiocre

 , from Latin 
mediocris

 ‘of middle height or degree,’ literally ‘somewhat rugged or mountainous,’ from 
medius

 ‘middle’ + 
ocris

 ‘rugged mountain.’





mediocrity

 
/ˌmēdēˈäkrədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being mediocre




•
 
heroes rising above the mediocrity that surrounds them.










2.
 
a person of mediocre ability.














meditate

 
/ˈmedəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think deeply or focus one's mind for a period of time, in silence or with the aid of chanting, for religious or spiritual purposes or as a method of relaxation.




2.
 
(
meditate on/upon

 )
 — think deeply or carefully about (something)




•
 
he went off to meditate on the new idea.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — plan mentally; consider




•
 
they had suffered severely, and they began to meditate retreat.














II.
 
derivatives





meditator

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
meditat-

 ‘contemplated,’ from the verb 
meditari

 , from a base meaning ‘measure’; related to mete
 1
 .





meditation

 
/ˌmedəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or practice of meditating




•
 
a life of meditation.










2.
 
a written or spoken discourse expressing considered thoughts on a subject




•
 
his later letters are intense 
meditations on

 man's exploitation of his fellows.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
meditatio(n-)

 , from 
meditari

 (see meditate
 ).





meditative

 
/ˈmedəˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective




of, involving, or absorbed in meditation or considered thought




•
 
meditative techniques.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meditatively

 
/ˈmedəˌtādivlē /






adverb













2.
 
meditativeness

 
/ˈmedəˌtādivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from meditate
 + -ive
 , reinforced by French 
méditatif

 , 
-ive

 .





Mediterranean

 
/ˌmedətəˈrānēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of the Mediterranean Sea, the countries bordering it, or their inhabitants




•
 
a leisurely Mediterranean cruise




•
 
our temperatures are Mediterranean.










2.
 
(of a person's complexion) relatively dark, as is common in some Mediterranean countries.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Mediterranean Sea or the countries bordering it.




2.
 
a native of a country bordering on the Mediterranean.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
mediterraneus

 ‘inland’ (from 
medius

 ‘middle’ + 
terra

 ‘land’) + -an
 .





Mediterranean climate






noun




a climate distinguished by warm, wet winters under prevailing westerly winds and calm, hot, dry summers, as is characteristic of the Mediterranean region and parts of California, Chile, South Africa, and southwestern Australia.













Mediterranean diet






noun




a diet of a type traditional in Mediterranean countries, characterized especially by a high consumption of vegetables and olive oil and moderate consumption of protein, and thought to confer health benefits




•
 
researchers found that people who eat a Mediterranean diet have lower odds of having a heart attack.




















Mediterranean fruit fly






noun




a fruit fly whose larvae can be a serious pest of citrus and other fruits. Native to the Mediterranean region, it has spread to other regions including the US.

Also called medfly
 . [
Ceratitis capitata

 , family 
Tephritidae

 .]













Mediterranean Sea






an almost landlocked sea between southern Europe, the northern coast of Africa, and southwestern Asia. It is connected to the Atlantic Ocean by the Strait of Gibraltar, with the Red Sea by the Suez Canal and with the Black Sea by the Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmara, and the Bosporus.










medium

 
/ˈmēdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agency or means of doing something




•
 
using the latest technology as 
a medium for

 job creation




•
 
their primitive valuables acted as 
a medium of

 exchange.










2.
 
a means by which something is communicated or expressed




•
 
here the Welsh language is the medium of instruction.










3.
 
the intervening substance through which impressions are conveyed to the senses or a force acts on objects at a distance




•
 
radio communication needs no physical medium between the two stations




•
 
the medium between the cylinders is a vacuum.










4.
 
the substance in which an organism lives or is cultured




•
 
grow bacteria in a nutrient-rich medium.










5.
 
a particular form of storage for digitized information, such as magnetic tape or discs




•
 
moving or copying backed-up data through a hierarchy of different mediums.










6.
 
a liquid (e.g., oil or water) with which pigments are mixed to make paint.




7.
 
the material or form used by an artist, composer, or writer




•
 
oil paint is the most popular medium for glazing.










8.
 
(
pl.

 mediums)
 — a person claiming to be in contact with the spirits of the dead and to communicate between the dead and the living.




9.
 
the middle quality or state between two extremes; a reasonable balance




•
 
you have to 
strike a happy medium between

 looking like royalty and looking like a housewife.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
about halfway between two extremes of size or another quality; average




•
 
John is six feet tall, of medium build




•
 
medium-length hair.










2.
 
(of cooked meat) halfway between rare and well-done




•
 
I wanted my burger to be medium.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mediumism

 
/-ˌmizəm /






noun





medium
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun)













2.
 
mediumistic

 
/ˌmēdēəˈmistik /






adjective





medium
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun)













3.
 
mediumship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





medium
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting something intermediate in nature or degree): from Latin, literally ‘middle,’ neuter of 
medius

 .





medium dry






adjective




(of an alcoholic drink) having a flavor between dry and sweet




•
 
we ordered a glass of medium dry white wine




•
 
a bottle of medium dry sherry.



















medium frequency






noun




a radio frequency between 300 kilohertz and 3 megahertz.













medium-range

 
/ˈmēdēəmˌrānj/






adjective




(of an aircraft or missile) able to travel or operate over a medium distance




•
 
medium-range nuclear missiles.



















medium rare






adjective




(of meat, especially beef) cooked so that the outside is browned and the inside is still partially red




•
 
I like my steak medium rare




•
 
a medium-rare T-bone.



















medlar

 
/ˈmedlər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, bushy tree of the rose family that bears small, brown, applelike fruits.

[
Mespilus germanica

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the medlar tree, which is edible only after it has begun to decay.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
medler

 , from 
medle

 ‘medlar fruit,’ from Latin 
mespila

 , from Greek 
mespilē

 , 
mespilon

 .





Med. Lat.






abbreviation




Medieval Latin.














medley

 
/ˈmedlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a varied mixture of people or things; a miscellany




•
 
an interesting medley of flavors.










2.
 
a collection of songs or other musical items performed as a continuous piece




•
 
a medley of Beatles songs.










3.
 
a swimming race in which contestants swim sections in different strokes, either individually or in relay teams.








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 mixed; motley




•
 
a medley range of vague and variable impressions.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make a medley of; intermix.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting hand-to-hand combat, also cloth made of variegated wool): from Old French 
medlee

 , variant of 
meslee

 ‘melee,’ based on medieval Latin 
misculare

 ‘to mix’; compare with meddle
 .





Médoc

 
/māˈdôk, -ˈdäk/






noun




a red wine produced in Médoc, the area along the left bank of the Gironde estuary in southwestern France.













medulla

 
/məˈdələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the inner region of an organ or tissue, especially when it is distinguishable from the outer region or cortex (as in a kidney, an adrenal gland, or hair).




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 short for medulla oblongata
 .




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 the soft internal tissue or pith of a plant.








II.
 
derivatives





medullary

 
/məˈdəl(ə)rē ˈmedələrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘bone marrow’): from Latin, ‘pith or marrow.’






medulla oblongata

 
/məˌdələ äˌblôNGˈɡädə/





I.
 
noun




the continuation of the spinal cord within the skull, forming the lowest part of the brainstem and containing control centers for the heart and lungs.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘elongated medulla.’






medusa

 
/məˈdyo͞osə məˈdyo͞ozə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a free-swimming sexual form of a coelenterate such as a jellyfish, typically having an umbrella-shaped body with stinging tentacles around the edge. In some species, medusae are a phase in the life cycle that alternates with a polypoid phase.

Compare with polyp
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a jellyfish.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named by association with Medusa
 .






Medusa

 
/məˈdyo͞osə məˈdyo͞ozə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the only mortal Gorgon, whom Perseus killed by cutting off her head.









medusoid

 
/məˈd(y)o͞osoid məˈd(y)o͞oˌzoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling a medusa or jellyfish.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the medusa phase in the life cycle of a coelenterate.

Compare with polypoid
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a medusa or jellyfish.




2.
 
a medusoid reproductive bud.













meed

 
/mēd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a deserved share or reward




•
 
he must extract from her some meed of approbation.

















– origin

 Old English 
mēd

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
misthos

 ‘reward.’






meek

 
/mēk/





I.
 
adjective




quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on; submissive




•
 
I used to call her Miss Mouse because she was so meek and mild




•
 
the meek compliance of our politicians.

















– origin

 Middle English 
me(o)c

 (also in the sense ‘courteous or indulgent’), from Old Norse 
mjúkr

 ‘soft, gentle.’





meekly

 
/ˈmēklē/






adverb




in a quiet, gentle, and submissive manner




•
 
to keep the peace, she nodded meekly and smiled




•
 
we should not meekly accept this fate.



















meekness

 
/ˈmēknəs/






noun




the fact or condition of being meek; submissiveness




•
 
all his best friends make fun of him for his meekness.



















meep

 
/mēp/





I.
 
noun




a short, high-pitched sound, especially as emitted by an animal or a vehicle's horn




•
 
the kitten released a terrified meep




•
 (as 
exclamation

 )
 
‘Meep, meep,’ said Keating, giving a good imitation of the Road Runner cartoon character.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





meeple

 
/ˈmēpəl/





I.
 
noun




a small figure used as a playing piece in certain board games, having a stylized human form




•
 
each player is given eight wooden meeples




•
 
you can't move a meeple over a bridge unless a meeple is on the bridge




•
 
at least two big meeple were stuck in that city for almost the entire game.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: apparently a blend of my
 and a phonetic respelling of people
 and first used with reference to the board game Carcassonne.





meerkat

 
/ˈmirˌkat/





I.
 
noun




a small southern African mongoose, especially the suricate.

[
Suricata

 and other genera, family 
Herpestidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from South African Dutch, from Dutch, ‘long-tailed monkey,’ apparently from 
meer

 ‘sea’ + 
kat

 ‘cat,’ but perhaps originally an alteration of an South Asian word; compare with Hindi 
markaṭ

 ‘ape.’





meerschaum

 
/ˈmirˌSHôm ˈmirSHəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft white claylike material consisting of hydrated magnesium silicate, found chiefly in Turkey.




2.
 
(also 
meerschaum pipe

 )
 — a tobacco pipe with the bowl made from this.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German, literally ‘sea-foam,’ from 
Meer

 ‘sea’ + 
Schaum

 ‘foam,’ translation of Persian 
kef-i-daryā

 (alluding to the frothy appearance of the silicate).





Meerut

 
/ˈmērət/






a city in northern India, in Uttar Pradesh, northeast of Delhi; pop. 1,365,100 (est. 2009). It was the scene in May 1857 of the first uprising against the British in the Indian Mutiny.










meet1


 
/mēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come into the presence or company of (someone) by chance or arrangement




•
 
a week later I met him in the street




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we met for lunch




•
 
they arranged to 
meet up

 that afternoon.










2.
 
make the acquaintance of (someone) for the first time




•
 
she took Paul to meet her parents




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we met at an office party.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a group of people) assemble for a particular purpose




•
 
the committee meets once a week.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
meet with

 )
 — have a meeting with (someone)




•
 
he met with the president on September 16.










5.
 
go to a place and wait there for (a person or their means of transport) to arrive




•
 
I offered to meet their train.










6.
 
play or oppose in a contest




•
 
in the final match, the U.S. will meet Brazil




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the Twins and Mariners will not meet again until September.










7.
 
touch; join




•
 
Harry's lips met hers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the curtains failed to meet in the middle




•
 


‹figurative›

 our eyes met across the table.










8.
 
encounter or be faced with (a particular fate, situation, attitude, or reaction)




•
 
he met his death in 1946




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
met with

 a slight setback.










9.
 
(
meet something with

 )
 — have (a particular reaction) to




•
 
the announcement was met with widespread protests.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
meet with

 )
 — receive (a particular reaction)




•
 
I'm sorry if it doesn't meet with your approval.










11.
 
fulfill or satisfy (a need, requirement, or condition)




•
 
this policy is doing nothing to meet the needs of women




•
 
they failed to meet the noon deadline.










12.
 
pay (a financial claim or obligation)




•
 
all your household expenses will still have to be met.














II.
 
noun




an organized event at which a number of races or other sporting contests are held




•
 
a swim meet.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
meet someone's eye (or eyes)






be visible




•
 
the sight that met his eyes was truly amazing.















2.
 
meet someone's eye (or eyes or gaze)






look directly at someone




•
 
for a moment, he refused to meet her eyes.















3.
 
meet someone halfway






make a compromise with someone; concede some points in order to gain others




•
 
I am prepared to meet him halfway by paying an additional $25,000.















4.
 
meet one's Maker






see maker
 .









5.
 
meet one's match






see match
 1
 .









6.
 
there's more to someone/something than meets the eye






a person or situation is more complex or interesting than they appear.















– origin

 Old English 
mētan

 ‘come upon, come across,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
moeten

 , ‘meet,’also to moot
 .






meet2


 
/mēt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 suitable; fit; proper




•
 
it is a theater 
meet for

 great events.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meetly






adverb













2.
 
meetness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘made to fit’): shortening of Old English 
gemǣte

 , of Germanic origin; related to mete
 1
 .





meet-and-greet






noun




an organized event during which a celebrity, politician, or other well-known figure meets and talks to the public.













meeting

 
/ˈmēdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an assembly of people, especially the members of a society or committee, for discussion or entertainment




•
 
the early-dismissal policy will be discussed at our next meeting.










2.
 
a gathering of people, especially Quakers, for worship.




3.
 
a coming together of two or more people, by chance or arrangement




•
 
he intrigued her on their first meeting.














II.
 
phrases





a meeting of (the) minds






an understanding or agreement between people.

















meetinghouse

 
/ˈmēdiNGˌhous /

 
meeting house






noun



1.
 
a Quaker place of worship.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a Protestant place of worship.













meetup

 
/ˈmēdəp/






noun






(chiefly US)

 an informal meeting or gathering.














mefloquine

 
/ˈmefləˌkwēn, -ˌkwīn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antimalarial drug consisting of a fluorinated derivative of quinoline.











– origin

 1970s: from 
me(thyl)

 + 
fl(uor)o

 + 
quin(olin)e

 .





meg

 
/meɡ/






noun




short for megabyte
 .













mega

 
/ˈmeɡə /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




very large; huge




•
 
a mega city.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
extremely




•
 
they are mega rich.

















– origin

 1980s: independent usage of mega-
 .






mega-

 
/ˈmeɡə-/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
very large in size, extent, capacity, or amount




•
 
megalith.










2.
 
(in units of measurement) denoting a factor of one million (106
 )




•
 
megahertz




•
 
megadeath.










3.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a factor of 220
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
megas

 ‘great.’





megabit

 
/ˈmeɡəˌbit /

 
Mb






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of data size or (when expressed per second) network speed, equal to one million or (strictly) 1,048,576 bits.













megabuck

 
/ˈmeɡəˌbək/






noun

 — (usu. 
megabucks

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a million dollars.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a huge sum of money




•
 
he has been earning megabucks for decades




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
megabuck salaries.




















megabyte

 
/ˈmeɡəˌbīt /

 
Mb
 , MB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to 220
 bytes or, loosely, one million bytes.














Megachiroptera

 
/ˌmeɡəˌkīˈräptərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a division of bats that comprises the fruit bats and flying foxes.

[Suborder 
Megachiroptera

 and family Pteropodidae, order 
Chiroptera

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





megachiropteran

 
/-tərən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from mega-
 ‘large’ + Chiroptera
 .





megachurch

 
/ˈmeɡəCHərCH/






noun






(US)

 a church with an unusually large congregation, typically one preaching a conservative or evangelical form of Christianity.













megacity

 
/ˈmeɡəsədē/






noun




a very large city, typically one with a population of over ten million people.














megadairy

 
/ˈmeɡəˌderē/






noun




a very large-scale commercial dairy farm, typically housing thousands of cows in indoor facilities.




•
 
a megadairy with 93,000 acres of land and 16,000 dairy cows.



















megadeath

 
/ˈmeɡəˌdeTH/






noun




a unit used in quantifying the casualties of nuclear war, equal to the deaths of one million people.













megadose

 
/ˈmeɡəˌdōs/






noun




a dose many times larger than the usual, especially of a vitamin or drug.













Megaera

 
/məˈjērə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







one of the Furies.









megafauna

 
/ˈmeɡəˌfônə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the large mammals of a particular region, habitat, or geological period.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Ecology]

 animals that are large enough to be seen with the naked eye.








II.
 
derivatives





megafaunal

 
/ˌmeɡəˈfônl /






adjective






















megaflop1


 
/ˈmeɡəˌfläp/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a unit of computing speed equal to one million floating-point operations per second.











– origin

 1970s: back-formation from 
megaflops

 (see mega-
 , -flop
 ).





megaflop2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a thing that is a complete failure.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: a pun on megaflop
 1
 .





megagamete

 
/ˌmeɡəˈɡamˌēt, ˌmeɡəɡəˈmēt/






noun




another term for macrogamete
 .













megahertz

 
/ˈmeɡəˌhərts /

 
MHz






noun




one million hertz, especially as a measure of the frequency of radio transmissions or the clock speed of a computer.













megalith

 
/ˈmeɡəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a large stone that forms a prehistoric monument (e.g., a menhir) or part of one (e.g., a stone circle or chamber tomb).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from megalithic
 .






megalithic

 
/ˌmeɡəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting prehistoric monuments made of or containing megaliths.




2.
 
(often 
Megalithic

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting prehistoric cultures characterized by the erection of megalithic monuments.




3.
 


[Archaeology]

 (of an organization or system) massive or monolithic




•
 
since June, the committee has become megalithic.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mega-
 ‘large’ + Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -ic
 .






megalo-





I.
 
combining form




abnormally large or great




•
 
megaloblast




•
 
megalopolis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
megas

 , 
megal-

 ‘great.’





megaloblast

 
/ˈmeɡələˌblast/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a large, abnormally developed red blood cell typical of certain forms of anemia, associated with a deficiency of folic acid or of vitamin B12
 .








II.
 
derivatives





megaloblastic

 
/ˌmeɡəlōˈblastik /






adjective





















Megaloceros

 
/ˌmeɡəˈläsərəs/





I.
 
noun




a very large extinct deer of the Pleistocene epoch, of which the Irish elk was the main example.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
megas

 , 
megalo-

 ‘great’ + 
keras

 ‘horn.’





megalomania

 
/ˌmeɡələˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
obsession with the exercise of power, especially in the domination of others.




2.
 
delusion about one's own power or importance (typically as a symptom of manic or paranoid disorder).








II.
 
derivatives





megalomanic

 
/-ˈmanik /






adjective





















megalomaniac

 
/ˌmeɡələˈmānēˌak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is obsessed with their own power.




2.
 
a person who suffers delusions of their own power or importance.








II.
 
adjective




exhibiting megalomania.








III.
 
derivatives





megalomaniacal

 
/ˌmeɡ(ə)ləməˈnīək(ə)l /






adjective





















megalopolis

 
/ˌmeɡəˈläpələs/





I.
 
noun




a very large, heavily populated city or urban complex.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from megalo-
 ‘great’ + Greek 
polis

 ‘city.’





megalopolitan

 
/ˌmeɡələˈpälətn/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting a very large city




•
 
megalopolitan traffic.














II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of a very large city.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from megalo-
 ‘great’ + Greek 
politēs

 ‘citizen’ + -an
 .





megalosaur

 
/ˈmeɡələˌsôr /

 
megalosaurus





I.
 
noun




a large carnivorous bipedal dinosaur of the mid Jurassic period, whose remains have been found only in England and France.

[Genus 
Megalosaurus

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 ; the first dinosaur to be described and named (1824).]








II.
 
derivatives





megalosaurian

 
/-ˈsôrēən /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from megalo-
 ‘great’ + Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





megamouth

 
/ˈmeɡəˌmouTH /

 
megamouth shark






noun




a shark with a very large wide mouth and tiny teeth, first captured in 1976 off the Hawaiian Islands.

[
Megachasma pelagios

 , the only member of the family 
Megachasmidae

 .]













Megan's Law

 
/ˈmeɡənz, ˈmā-/





I.
 
noun




a law requiring authorities to notify communities of the whereabouts of convicted sex offenders. It was first enacted by New Jersey in 1995.











– origin

 named after 
Megan Kanka

 , a 7-year-old New Jersey girl murdered by a neighbor who was a convicted sex offender.





megaphone

 
/ˈmeɡəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a large funnel-shaped device for amplifying and directing the voice.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter through, or as if through, a megaphone




•
 
the director stood around megaphoning orders




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
it was only their guides megaphoning to them.














III.
 
derivatives





megaphonic

 
/ˌmeɡəˈfänik /






adjective





















megapixel

 
/ˈmeɡəˌpiks(ə)l/






noun




a unit of graphic resolution equivalent to one million or (strictly) 1,048,576 (220
 ) pixels


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a 3.2-megapixel camera.




















megapode

 
/ˈmeɡəˌpōd/





I.
 
noun




a large ground-dwelling Australasian and Southeast Asian bird that builds a large mound of debris to incubate its eggs by the heat of decomposition.

Also called mound builder
 . [Family 
Megapodiidae

 (the 
megapode family

 ), which includes the brush turkeys and mallee fowl.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Megapodius

 (genus name), from mega-
 ‘large’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’






megaspore

 
/ˈmeɡəˌspôr/






noun






[Botany]

 the larger of the two kinds of spores produced by some ferns.

Compare with microspore
 .













megastar

 
/ˈmeɡəˌstär/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a very famous person, especially in the world of entertainment.








II.
 
derivatives





megastardom

 
/ˌmeɡəˈstärdəm /






noun





















megastore

 
/ˈmeɡəˌstôr/






noun




a very large store, typically one specializing in a particular type of product




•
 
a computer megastore.



















megastructure

 
/ˈmeɡəˌstrək(t)SHər/






noun




a massive construction or structure, especially a complex of many buildings.














megatherium

 
/ˌmeɡəˈTHirēəm/





I.
 
noun




an extinct giant ground sloth of the Pliocene and Pleistocene epochs in America, reaching a height of 16 feet (5 m) when standing erect.

[Genus 
Megatherium

 , family 
Megatheriidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
mega thērion

 ‘great animal.’





megaton

 
/ˈmeɡəˌtən /

 
MT





I.
 
noun




a unit of explosive power chiefly used for nuclear weapons, equivalent to one million tons of TNT




•
 
H-bombs of fifteen megatons each.














II.
 
derivatives





megatonnage

 
/ˌmeɡəˈtənij /






noun





















megavolt

 
/ˈmeɡəˌvōlt /

 
MV






noun




a unit of electromotive force equal to one million volts.













megawatt

 
/ˈmeɡəˌwät /

 
MW






noun




a unit of power equal to one million watts, especially as a measure of the output of a power station.













me generation






noun




a generation of people that are concerned chiefly with themselves, especially in being selfishly materialistic.













Meghalaya

 
/ˌmāɡəˈlāə/






a small state in northeastern India, on the northern border of Bangladesh; capital, Shillong. It was created in 1970 from part of Assam.










Megiddo

 
/miˈɡidō/






an ancient city in northwestern Palestine, southeast of Haifa in present-day Israel. Its commanding location made the city the scene of many early battles, and the word 
Armageddon

 (“hill of Megiddo”) is derived from its name. It was the scene in 1918 of the defeat of Turkish forces by the British under General Allenby.









Megillah

 
/məˈɡilə/





I.
 
one of five books of the Hebrew scriptures (the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther) that are appointed to be read on certain Jewish notable days, especially the Book of Esther, read at the festival of Purim.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
the whole megillah

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 something in its entirety, especially a complicated set of arrangements or a long-winded story.







– origin

 from Hebrew 
mĕḡillāh

 , literally ‘scroll.’





megilp

 
/məˈɡilp/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of mastic resin and linseed oil added to oil paints, widely used in the 19th century.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





megohm

 
/ˈmeɡōm/





I.
 
noun




a unit of electrical resistance equal to one million ohms.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mega-
 (as a unit of measurement) + ohm
 .





megrim

 
/ˈmēɡrim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
megrims

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 depression; low spirits




•
 
fresh air and exercise, she generally found, could banish most megrims.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a whim or fancy.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 old-fashioned term for migraine
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of migraine
 .





meh

 
/me /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




expressing a lack of interest or enthusiasm




•
 
Meh. I'm not impressed so far.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
uninspiring; unexceptional




•
 
a lot of his movies are … meh.










2.
 
unenthusiastic; apathetic




•
 
everyone else I talked to was kind of meh.

















– origin

 1990s: apparently popularized by the television series 
The Simpsons

 .





Mehta, Zubin

 
/ˈmātä/






(1936–), Indian symphony conductor. Often heading more than one orchestra at the same time, he has been music director of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra 1961–67, the Los Angeles Philharmonic 1962–78, the New York Philharmonic 1978–91, the Israel Philharmonic since 1977 (appointed for life), and the Bavarian State Opera 1998–2006.









Meighen, Arthur

 
/ˈmēən/






(1874–1960), Canadian Conservative statesman; prime minister 1920–21 and 1926.









Meiji

 
/ˈmājē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the period when Japan was ruled by the emperor Meiji Tenno, marked by the modernization and westernization of the country.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘enlightened government.’





Meiji Tenno

 
/māˌējē ˈtenō/






(1852–1912), emperor of Japan 1868–1912; born 
Mutsuhito

 . He encouraged Japan's rapid modernization and political reform.









meiofauna

 
/ˈmīōˌfônə/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 minute interstitial animals living in soil and aquatic sediments.











– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
meiōn

 ‘less or smaller’ + fauna
 .






meiosis

 
/mīˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a type of cell division that results in four daughter cells each with half the number of chromosomes of the parent cell, as in the production of gametes and plant spores.

Compare with mitosis
 .




2.
 
another term for litotes
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meiotic

 
/māˈädik /






adjective













2.
 
meiotically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): modern Latin, from Greek 
meiōsis

 , from 
meioun

 ‘lessen,’ from 
meiōn

 ‘less.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





Meir, Golda

 
/māˈi(ə)r/






(1898–1978), Israeli stateswoman, born in Ukraine; prime minister 1969–74; born 
Goldie Mabovich

 . She immigrated to the US in 1907 and to Palestine in 1921. Following Israel's independence, she served in cabinet posts from 1949 to 1966 before being elected prime minister.









Meissen

 
/ˈmīsən/





I.
 
noun




a fine hard-paste porcelain produced in Meissen since 1710. Often called Dresden
 2
 .











– origin

 named after the city of 
Meissen

 in eastern Germany.





Meissner effect

 
/ˈmīsnər əˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the expulsion of magnetic flux when a material becomes superconducting in a magnetic field. If the magnetic field is applied after the material has become superconducting, the flux cannot penetrate it.











– origin

 1930s; named after Fritz W. 
Meissner

 (1882–1974), German physicist.





Meissner's corpuscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a sensory nerve ending that is sensitive to mechanical stimuli, found in the dermis in various parts of the body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Georg 
Meissner

 (1829–1905), German anatomist.





-meister





I.
 
combining form




denoting a person regarded as skilled or prominent in a specified area of activity




•
 
funk-meister




•
 
gag-meister.

















– origin

 from German 
Meister

 ‘master.’






Meistersinger

 
/ˈmīstərˌziNGər/





I.
 
noun




a member of one of the guilds of German lyric poets and musicians that flourished from the 12th to 17th century. Their technique was elaborate and they were subject to rigid regulations.











– origin

 German, from 
Meister

 ‘master’ + 
Singer

 ‘singer.’






Meitner, Lise

 
/ˈmītnər/






(1878–1968), Austrian-born Swedish physicist. She worked in the field of radiochemistry with Otto Hahn, discovering the element protactinium with him in 1917. She also formulated the concept of nuclear fission with her nephew Otto Frisch.









meitnerium

 
/mītˈnirēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Mt

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 109, a very unstable element made by high-energy atomic collisions.











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of L. Meitner (see Meitner, Lise
 ).





Meknès

 
/mekˈnes/






a city in northern Morocco, in the Middle Atlas Mountains, west of Fez; pop. 713,609 (2004).









Mekong

 
/māˈkôNG ˌmēˈkôNG/






a river in Southeast Asia that rises in Tibet and flows southeast and south for 2,600 miles (4,180 km) through southern China, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam to its extensive delta on the South China Sea. It forms the boundary between Laos, Burma (Myanmar), and Thailand.









mela

 
/ˈmālə/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a fair or Hindu festival.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
melā

 ‘assembly.’





Melaka

 
/məˈläkə /

 
Malacca





I.
 
a state of Malaysia, on the southwestern coast of the Malay Peninsula, on the Strait of Malacca.




II.
 
the capital and chief port of Melaka; pop. 194,400 (est. 2009). Conquered by the Portuguese in 1511, it played an important role in the development of trade between Europe and the East, especially China.









melaleuca

 
/ˌmeləˈlo͞okə/





I.
 
noun




an Australian shrub or tree that bears spikes of flowers. Some kinds are a source of timber or medicinal oil.

[Genus 
Melaleuca

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : many species, including the Australian paperbarks.]











– origin

 modern Latin: from Greek 
melas

 ‘black’ + 
leukos

 ‘white’ (because of the fire-blackened white bark of some Asian species).





melamine

 
/ˈmeləˌmēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline compound made by heating cyanamide and used in making plastics.

[A heterocyclic amine; chem. formula: (CNH2
 )3
 N3
 .]




2.
 
(also 
melamine resin

 )
 — a plastic used chiefly for laminated coatings, made by copolymerizing this compound with formaldehyde.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
melam

 (an arbitrary formation), denoting an insoluble amorphous organic substance, + amine
 .






melancholia

 
/ˌmelənˈkōlēə ˌmelənˈkälēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deep sadness or gloom; melancholy




•
 
rain slithered down the windows, encouraging a creeping melancholia.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a mental condition marked by persistent depression and ill-founded fears.








II.
 
derivatives





melancholiac

 
/-ˈkōlē-ak /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting black bile): from late Latin (see melancholy
 ).





melancholic

 
/ˈˌmelənˈˌkälik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or expressing pensive sadness




•
 
his work often has a wistful or melancholic mood




•
 
a haunting, melancholic melody.










2.
 
suffering from or denoting a severe form of depression




•
 
patients with melancholic depression.














II.
 
derivatives





melancholically






adverb






















melancholy

 
/ˈmelənˌkälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of pensive sadness, typically with no obvious cause




•
 
an air of melancholy surrounded him.




•
 
he had an ability to convey a sense of deep melancholy and yearning through much of his work.




•
 
at the center of his music lies a profound melancholy and nostalgia.










2.
 
another term for melancholia
 (as a mental condition).




3.
 


‹historical›

 another term for black bile
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a feeling of melancholy; sad and pensive




•
 
she felt a little melancholy




•
 
the dog has a melancholy expression.










2.
 
causing or expressing sadness; depressing




•
 
the study makes melancholy if instructive reading.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
melancolie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
melankholia

 , from 
melas

 , 
melan-

 ‘black’ + 
kholē

 ‘bile,’ an excess of which was formerly believed to cause depression.





Melanchthon, Philipp

 
/məˈlaNGkTHən, māˈlänKHtôn/






(1497–1560), German reformer; born 
Philipp Schwarzerd

 . He succeeded Luther as leader of the Reformation movement in Germany in 1521 and drew up the Augsburg Confession in 1530.









Melanesia

 
/ˌmeləˈnēZHə/





I.
 
a region in the western Pacific Ocean, south of Micronesia and west of Polynesia. Its area includes the Bismarck Archipelago, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, and Fiji.







– origin

 from Greek 
melas

 ‘black’ + 
nēsos

 ‘island.’





Melanesian

 
/ˌmeləˈnēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Melanesia, its peoples, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of any of the islands of Melanesia.




2.
 
any of the languages of Melanesia, mostly Austronesian languages related to Malay but also including Neo-Melanesian (or Tok Pisin), an English-based pidgin.













mélange

 
/māˈlänj /

 
melange





I.
 
noun




a mixture; a medley




•
 
a mélange of tender vegetables and herbs.

















– origin

 from French 
mélange

 , from 
mêler

 ‘to mix.’





melanin

 
/ˈmelənən/





I.
 
noun




a dark brown to black pigment occurring in the hair, skin, and iris of the eye in people and animals. It is responsible for tanning of skin exposed to sunlight.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
melas

 , 
melan-

 ‘black’ + -in
 1
 .





melanism

 
/ˈmeləˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Zoology]

 unusual darkening of body tissues caused by excessive production of melanin, especially as a form of color variation in animals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
melanic

 
/məˈlanik /






adjective













2.
 
melanistic

 
/ˌmeləˈnistik /






adjective





















melanite

 
/ˈmeləˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a velvet-black variety of andradite (garnet).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
melas

 , 
melan-

 ‘black’ + -ite
 1
 .





melanocyte

 
/ˈmeləˌnōsīt məˈlanōˌsīt/






noun






[Physiology]

 a mature melanin-forming cell, typically in the skin.














melanocyte-stimulating hormone

 
MSH






noun






[Physiology]

 a hormone secreted by the pituitary gland that is involved in pigmentation changes in some animals.













melanoid

 
/ˈmeləˌnoid/






adjective



1.
 
resembling melanin.




2.
 
resembling melanosis.













melanoma

 
/ˌmeləˈnōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a tumor of melanin-forming cells, typically a malignant tumor associated with skin cancer




•
 
melanomas can appear anywhere on the body




•
 
the incidence of melanoma is rising steadily.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
melas, melan-

 ‘black’ + -oma
 .





melanosis

 
/ˌmeləˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition of abnormal or excessive production of melanin in the skin or other tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





melanotic

 
/-ˈnätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
melas

 , 
melan-

 ‘black’ + -osis
 .





melatonin

 
/ˌmeləˈtōnən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the pineal gland that inhibits melanin formation and is thought to be concerned with regulating the reproductive cycle.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
melas

 ‘black’ + 
(sero)tonin

 .






Melba, Dame Nellie

 
/ˈmelbə/






(1861–1931), Australian opera singer; born 
Helen Porter Mitchell

 . Born near Melbourne, she took her professional name from that of the city.









Melba sauce

 
/ˈmelbə sôs/






noun




a sauce made from pureed raspberries thickened with powdered sugar.













Melba toast

 
/ˈmelbə ˌtōst/






noun




very thin crisp toast.













Melbourne

 
/ˈmelbərn/





I.
 
the capital of Victoria, in southeastern Australia, on the Bass Strait, opposite Tasmania; pop. 3,892,419 (2008). A major port and the country's second-largest city, it was the capital of Australia 1901–27.




II.
 
a resort city in east central Florida, south of Cape Canaveral; pop. 77,351 (est. 2008).









Melbourne, 2nd Viscount






(1779–1848), British statesman; prime minister 1834 and 1835–41; born 
William Lamb

 . He became chief political adviser to Queen Victoria after her accession in 1837.









Melchior

 
/ˈmelkēˌôr/






one of the three Magi, represented as a king of Nubia.









Melchior, Lauritz






(1890–1973), US tenor; born in Denmark; full name 
Lauritz Lebrecht Hommel Melchior

 . Considered the outstanding heldentenor of his day, he sang with the Metropolitan Opera 1926–50.









Melchizedek

 
/melˈkizəˌdek/






(in the Bible) a priest and king of Salem (which is usually identified with Jerusalem). He was revered by Abraham, who paid tithes to him.









meld1


 
/meld/





I.
 
verb




blend; combine


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Australia's winemakers have 
melded

 modern science 
with

 traditional art




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the nylon bristles shrivel and 
meld together

 .














II.
 
noun




a thing formed by merging or blending




•
 
a meld of many contributions.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps a blend of melt
 and weld
 1
 .





meld2


 
/meld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in rummy, canasta, and other card games) lay down or declare (a combination of cards) in order to score points




•
 
a player has melded four kings.














II.
 
noun




a completed set or run of cards in rummy, canasta, and other card games.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): from German 
melden

 ‘announce.’





melee

 
/ˈmāˌlā māˈlā /

 
mêlée





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a confused fight, skirmish, or scuffle




•
 
several people were hurt in the melee.










2.
 
a confused mass of people




•
 
the melee of people that was always thronging the streets.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
mêlée

 , from an Old French variant of 
meslee

 (see medley
 ).





melena

 
/məˈlēnə /

 


‹Brit.›

 melaena





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 dark sticky feces containing partly digested blood.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the production of melena, following internal bleeding or the swallowing of blood.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
melaina

 , feminine of 
melas

 ‘black.’





melic

 
/ˈmelik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a poem, especially an ancient Greek lyric) meant to be sung.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
melikos

 , from 
melos

 ‘song.’





Melilla

 
/məˈlēyə/






a Spanish enclave on the Mediterranean coast of Morocco; pop. 71,448 (2008). It was occupied by Spain in 1497, and with Ceuta forms a community of Spain.










melilot

 
/ˈmeləˌlät/





I.
 
noun




a fragrant herbaceous plant of the pea family, native to Eurasia and north Africa, now widespread and sometimes grown as forage or green manure.

Also called sweet clover
 . [Genus 
Melilotus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, esp. the 
white sweet clover

 (
M. alba

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
melilōtos

 ‘honey lotus.’






meliorate

 
/ˈmēlyəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb






‹formal›

 another term for ameliorate
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
melioration

 
/ˌmēlēəˈrāSHən /






noun













2.
 
meliorative

 
/-ˌrātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
meliorat-

 ‘improved,’ from the verb 
meliorare

 , based on 
melior

 ‘better.’





meliorism

 
/ˈmēlyəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the belief that the world can be made better by human effort.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meliorist






noun, adjective













2.
 
melioristic

 
/ˌmelēəˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
melior

 ‘better’ + -ism
 .





melisma

 
/məˈlizmə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a group of notes sung to one syllable of text.








II.
 
derivatives





melismatic

 
/ˌmelizˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘melody.’





Melkite

 
/ˈmelkīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Orthodox or Uniate Christian belonging to the patriarchate of Antioch, Jerusalem, or Alexandria.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an Eastern Christian adhering to the Orthodox faith as defined by the councils of Ephesus (
AD

 431) and Chalcedon (
AD

 451) and as accepted by the Byzantine emperor.











– origin

 via ecclesiastical Latin from Byzantine Greek 
Melkhitai

 , representing Syriac 
malkāyā

 ‘royalists’ (i.e., expressing agreement with the Byzantine emperor), from 
malkā

 ‘king.’





melliferous

 
/məˈlifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




yielding or producing honey.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
mellifer

 (from 
mel

 ‘honey’ + 
-fer

 ‘bearing’) + -ous
 .





mellifluent

 
/məˈlifləwənt/





I.
 
adjective




another term for mellifluous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mellifluence

 
/məˈliflo͝oəns /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
mellifluent-

 , from Latin 
mel

 , 
mell(i)-

 ‘honey’ + 
fluent-

 ‘flowing’ (from the verb 
fluere

 ).






mellifluous

 
/məˈliflo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a voice or words) sweet or musical; pleasant to hear




•
 
the voice was mellifluous and smooth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mellifluously






adverb













2.
 
mellifluousness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
mellifluus

 (from 
mel

 ‘honey’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow’) + -ous
 .





Mellon

 
/ˈmelən/





I.
 
the name of a family of US financiers and philanthropists, notably:




II.
 


Andrew (William)

 (1855–1937), US secretary of the treasury 1923–32. He donated his art collection and made gifts to establish the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, in 1941.




III.
 


Paul

 (1855–1937), son of Andrew. He served as president of the Board of Trustees for the National Gallery 1938–39, 1963–78 and donated many works of art to the gallery.









mellophone

 
/ˈmeləˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a brass instrument similar to the orchestral French horn, played mainly in military and concert bands.











– origin

 1920s: from mellow
 + -phone
 .





mellotron

 
/ˈmeləˌträn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an electronic keyboard instrument in which each key controls the playback of a single prerecorded musical sound.











– origin

 1960s: from mellow
 + 
-tron

 , element of electronic
 .






mellow

 
/ˈmelō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of sound, taste, and color) pleasantly smooth or soft; free from harshness




•
 
she was hypnotized by the mellow tone of his voice




•
 
slow cooking gives the dish a sweet, mellow flavor.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of fruit) ripe, soft, sweet, and juicy




•
 
a dish of mellow apples.










3.
 
(of wine) well-matured and smooth




•
 
delicious, mellow, ripe, fruity wines.










4.
 
(of a person's character) softened or matured by age or experience




•
 
a more mellow personality.










5.
 
relaxed and good-humored




•
 
Jean was feeling mellow.










6.
 


‹informal›

 relaxed and cheerful through being slightly drunk




•
 
everybody got very mellow and slept well.










7.
 
(of earth) rich and loamy.








II.
 
verb




make or become mellow


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
getting older does mellow the hard edges around the anger




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
fuller-flavored whiskeys mellow with wood maturation




•
 


‹informal›

 I need to 
mellow out

 , I need to calm down.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mellowly






adverb













2.
 
mellowness

 
/ˈmelōnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘(of fruit) ripe, soft, sweet, and juicy’): perhaps from attributive use of Old English 
melu

 , 
melw-

 (see meal
 2
 ). The verb dates from the late 16th cent.






melodeon

 
/məˈlōdēən /

 
melodion






noun



1.
 
a small accordion of German origin, played especially by folk musicians.

[mid 19th cent.: probably from melody
 , on the pattern of 
accordion

 .]




2.
 
a small organ popular in the 19th century, similar to the harmonium.

[alteration of earlier 
melodium

 .]













melodic

 
/məˈlädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, having, or producing melody




•
 
melodic and rhythmic patterns.










2.
 
pleasant-sounding; melodious




•
 
his voice was deep and melodic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
melodically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
melodicism






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
mélodique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
melōidikos

 , from 
melōidia

 ‘melody.’





melodica

 
/məˈlädikə/





I.
 
noun




a wind instrument with a small keyboard controlling a row of reeds, and a mouthpiece at one end.











– origin

 1960s: from melody
 , on the pattern of 
harmonica

 .





melodic minor






noun






[Music]

 a minor scale with the sixth and seventh degrees raised when ascending and lowered when descending.













melodious

 
/məˈlōdēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, producing, or having a pleasant tune; tuneful




•
 
the melodious chant of the monks.










2.
 
pleasant-sounding




•
 
a melodious voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
melodiously

 
/məˈlōdēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
melodiousness

 
/məˈlōdēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
melodieus

 , from 
melodie

 (see melody
 ).





melodist

 
/ˈmelədəst/






noun



1.
 
a composer of melodies.




2.
 
a singer.













melodize

 
/ˈmeləˌdīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make or play music.













melodrama

 
/ˈmeləˌdrämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sensational dramatic piece with exaggerated characters and exciting events intended to appeal to the emotions.




2.
 
the genre of melodrama.




3.
 
language, behavior, or events that resemble melodrama




•
 
what little is known of his early life is cloaked in melodrama.










4.
 


‹historical›

 a play interspersed with songs and orchestral music accompanying the action.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
melodramatist

 
/ˌmeləˈdrämətist /






noun













2.
 
melodramatize

 
/ˌmeləˈdräməˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
mélodrame

 , from Greek 
melos

 ‘music’ + French 
drame

 ‘drama.’





melodramatic

 
/ˌmelədrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to melodrama.




2.
 
characteristic of melodrama, especially in being exaggerated, sensationalized, or overemotional




•
 
he flung the door open with a melodramatic flourish.














II.
 
derivatives





melodramatically

 
/ˌmelədrəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















melodramatics

 
/ˌmelədrəˈmadiks/






plural noun




melodramatic behavior, action, or writing.














melody

 
/ˈmelədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sequence of single notes that is musically satisfying




•
 
he picked out an intricate melody on his guitar.










2.
 
musically satisfying sequences of notes collectively




•
 
his great gift was for melody.










3.
 
the principal part in harmonized music




•
 
we have the melody and bass of a song composed by Strozzi.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘sweet music’): from Old French 
melodie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
melōidia

 , from 
melos

 ‘song.’





melon

 
/ˈmelən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the large round fruit of a plant of the gourd family, with sweet pulpy flesh and many seeds.




2.
 
the Old World plant that yields the melon.

[
Cucumis melo

 subsp. 
melo

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 : many varieties.]




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a mass of waxy material in the head of dolphins and other toothed whales, thought to focus acoustic signals.




4.
 
a large profit, especially a stock dividend, to be divided among a number of people




•
 
you can just see them sitting around the room 
cutting up the melon

 in advance.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
melo

 , 
melon-

 , contraction of Latin 
melopepo

 , from Greek 
mēlopepōn

 , from 
mēlon

 ‘apple’ + 
pepōn

 ‘gourd.’






Melos

 
/ˈmēläs/






a Greek island in the Aegean Sea, in the southwest of the Cyclades group. The center of a flourishing civilization during the Bronze Age, it is the site of the discovery in 1820 of a Hellenistic marble statue of Aphrodite, the Venus de Milo
 .

Greek name Mílos
 .









Melpomene

 
/melˈpämənē /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of tragedy.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘singer.’






melt

 
/melt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become liquefied by heat


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
place under the broiler until the cheese has melted




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the hot metal melted the wax




•
 
the icebergs were 
melting away






•
 (as 
adj.

 
melted

 )
 
asparagus with melted butter.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
melt something down

 )
 — melt something, especially a metal article, so that the material it is made of can be used again




•
 
beautiful objects are being melted down and sold for scrap.










3.
 
dissolve in liquid




•
 
add a cup of sugar and boil until the sugar melts.










4.
 
make or become more tender or loving


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she was so beautiful that I melted




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Richard gave her a smile that 
melted her heart

 .










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — leave or disappear unobtrusively




•
 
the compromise was accepted and the opposition 
melted away






•
 
the figure melted into thin air.










6.
 
(
melt into

 )
 — change or merge imperceptibly into (another form or state)




•
 
the cheers melted into gasps of admiration.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of melting




•
 
the precipitation falls as snow and is released during the spring melt.










2.
 
metal or other material in a melted condition.




3.
 
an amount melted at any one time.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a sandwich, hamburger, or other dish containing or topped with melted cheese




•
 
a tuna melt.














III.
 
phrases





melt in the (or your) mouth






(of food) be deliciously light or tender and need little or no chewing




•
 
my shortbread melts in the mouth




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
melt-in-your-mouth chicken livers.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





melt down





a.
 
collapse or break down disastrously




•
 
many expected him to melt down at the first sign of trouble.










b.
 
(of a nuclear reactor) undergo a catastrophic failure as a result of the fuel overheating.




•
 
if the pumps that cool the reactor core become disabled the core could begin to overheat, and the reactor could melt down.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meltable






adjective













2.
 
melter

 
/ˈmeltər /






noun













3.
 
meltingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
meltan

 , 
mieltan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
melta

 ‘to malt, digest,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
meldein

 ‘to melt,’ Latin 
mollis

 ‘soft,’ also by malt
 .





meltdown

 
/ˈmeltˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
a disastrous event, especially a rapid fall in share prices




•
 
the 1987 stock market meltdown.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an outburst of severe emotional distress; a nervous breakdown




•
 
they wondered what could have triggered her meltdown.










3.
 
an accident in a nuclear reactor in which the fuel overheats and melts the reactor core or shielding.














meltemi

 
/melˈtemē /

 
meltemi wind





I.
 
noun




a dry northwesterly wind that blows during the summer in the eastern Mediterranean.

Also called etesian wind
 .











– origin

 from modern Greek 
meltémi

 , Turkish 
meltem

 .





melting point

 
/ˈmeltiNG ˌpoint/






noun




the temperature at which a given solid will melt.













melting pot

 
/ˈmeltiNG ˌpät/






noun



1.
 
a pot in which metals or other materials are melted and mixed.




2.
 
a place where different peoples, styles, theories, etc., are mixed together




•
 
a melting pot of disparate rhythms and cultures.



















melton

 
/ˈmeltən/





I.
 
noun




heavy woolen cloth with a close-cut nap, used for overcoats and jackets.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after 
Melton

 Mowbray, a town in central England, formerly a center of manufacturing.





meltwater

 
/ˈmeltˌwôdər ˈmeltˌwädər/






noun




water formed by the melting of snow and ice, especially from a glacier.













melty

 
/ˈmeltē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (especially of food) melting or partially melted; soft or semiliquid in consistency




•
 
melty ice cream




•
 
the cheese is all bubbling and melty.










2.
 


‹informal›

 experiencing tender, sympathetic, or sentimental feelings




•
 
she will look at you with those big eyes and you'll go all melty and do whatever she asks.



















Melville, Herman

 
/ˈmelvəl, -ˌvil/






(1819–91), US novelist and short-story writer. His experiences on a whaling ship formed the basis of several novels, notably 
Moby Dick

 (1851). Other notable works: 
White-Jacket

 (1850), 
The Confidence Man

 (1857), and 
Billy Budd

 (first published in 1924).









mem.






abbreviation



1.
 
member.




2.
 
memoir.




3.
 
memorandum.




4.
 
memorial.














memantine

 
/ˈmemənˌtēn/






noun




a prescription drug for the treatment of Alzheimer's disease. It protects the brain's nerve cells against glutamate, which is released in excess by Alzheimer's-damaged brain cells.

Also called Namenda
 .













member

 
/ˈmembər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, animal, or plant belonging to a particular group




•
 
interest from members of the public




•
 
a member of the lily family.










2.
 
a person, country, or organization that has joined a group, society, or team




•
 
a member of the drama club




•
 
he travelled with fellow Church members




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the EU's member countries.










3.
 
(also 
Member

 )
 — a person formally elected to take part in the proceedings of certain organizations




•
 
members of Congress




•
 
a Member of Parliament.










4.
 
a constituent piece of a complex structure




•
 
the main member that joins the front and rear axles.










5.
 
a part of a sentence, equation, group of figures, mathematical set, etc.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a part or organ of the body, especially a limb.




7.
 
(also 
male member

 )
 — the penis.

Compare with membrum virile
 .








II.
 
derivatives





membered






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 


[chiefly Chemistry]

 a six-membered oxygen-containing ring

























– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
membrum

 ‘limb.’





Member of Congress






noun




a person formally elected to the US national legislative body, especially a member of the House of Representatives




•
 
Members of Congress have to answer to the voters




•
 
Write, email, or call your Member of Congress and Senators.



















Member of Parliament






noun




a person formally elected to the UK national legislative body or other similar legislature elsewhere




•
 
he served as a Conservative Member of Parliament for many years.



















membership

 
/ˈmembərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the fact of being a member of a group




•
 
I was selected for 
membership in

 the National Honor Society




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a membership card.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the number or body of members in a group




•
 
our membership has grown by 600,000 in the past 18 months.




















membrane

 
/ˈmemˌbrān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a pliable sheetlike structure acting as a boundary, lining, or partition in an organism.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a thin pliable sheet or skin of various kinds




•
 
the concrete should include a membrane to prevent water seepage.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Biology]

 a microscopic double layer of lipids and proteins that bounds cells and organelles and forms structures within cells.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
membranaceous

 
/ˌmembrəˈnāSHəs /






adjective













2.
 
membraneous

 
/memˈbrānēəs /






adjective













3.
 
membranous

 
/ˈmembrənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
membrana

 , from 
membrum

 ‘limb.’






membrum virile

 
/ˈmembrəm ˈvirəlā, viˈrīlē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the penis.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘male member.’





meme

 
/mēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an element of a culture or system of behavior that may be considered to be passed from one individual to another by nongenetic means, especially imitation.




2.
 
a humorous image, video, piece of text, etc., that is copied (often with slight variations) and spread rapidly by Internet users.








II.
 
derivatives





memetic

 
/mēˈmetik, mə- /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
mimēma

 ‘that which is imitated,’ on the pattern of 
gene

 .






Memel

 
/ˈmāməl/





I.
 
German name for Klaipeda
 .




II.
 
a former district of East Prussia, centered on the city of Memel (Klaipeda).




III.
 
the Neman River in its lower course (see Neman
 ).









memento

 
/məˈmenˌtō/





I.
 
noun




an object kept as a reminder or souvenir of a person or event




•
 
you can purchase a memento of your visit.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a prayer of commemoration): from Latin, literally ‘remember!,’ imperative of 
meminisse

 .





memento mori

 
/məˈmenˌtō ˈmôrē/





I.
 
noun




an object serving as a warning or reminder of death, such as a skull.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘remember (that you have) to die.’





memo

 
/ˈmemō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a written message, especially in business.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: abbreviation of memorandum
 .





memoir

 
/ˈmemˌwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a historical account or biography written from personal knowledge or special sources




•
 
in 1924 she published a short memoir of her husband.










2.
 
(
memoirs

 )
 — an autobiography or a written account of one's memory of certain events or people.




3.
 
an essay on a learned subject




•
 
an important memoir on Carboniferous crustacea.










4.
 
(
memoirs

 )
 — the proceedings or transactions of a learned society




•
 
Memoirs of the Horticultural Society.














II.
 
derivatives





memoirist

 
/ˈmemwärəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a memorandum or record): from French 
mémoire

 (masculine), a special use of 
mémoire

 (feminine) ‘memory.’





memorabilia

 
/ˌmem(ə)rəˈbilēə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
objects kept or collected because of their historical interest, especially those associated with memorable people or events




•
 
World Series memorabilia.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 memorable or noteworthy things.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
memorabilis

 ‘memorable.’





memorable

 
/ˈmem(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




worth remembering or easily remembered, especially because of being special or unusual




•
 
this victory was one of the most memorable of his career.














II.
 
derivatives





memorability

 
/ˌmem(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
memorabilis

 , from 
memorare

 ‘bring to mind,’ from 
memor

 ‘mindful.’





memorably

 
/ˈmem(ə)rəblē/






adverb




in a way that is worth remembering or easily remembered




•
 
his reaction was memorably described as the "longest sulk in history"




•
 
these poignant vignettes capture memorably a sense of crisis and confusion.




















memorandum

 
/ˌmeməˈrandəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a note or record made for future use




•
 
the two countries signed a memorandum of understanding on economic cooperation.










2.
 
a written message, especially in business or diplomacy




•
 
he told them of his decision in a memorandum.










3.
 


[Law]

 a document recording the terms of a contract or other legal details.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘something to be brought to mind,’ gerundive of 
memorare

 . The original use was as an adjective, placed at the head of a note of something to be remembered or of a record made for future reference.





memorial

 
/məˈmôrēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something, especially a structure, established to remind people of a person or event




•
 
a monument built as 
a memorial to

 those who fell in the Civil War.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — intended to commemorate someone or something




•
 
a memorial service in the dead man's honor.










3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a statement of facts, especially as the basis of a petition




•
 
the council sent a strongly worded memorial to the chancellor.










4.
 
a record or chronicle




•
 
Mrs. Carlyle's Letters and Memorials.










5.
 
an informal diplomatic paper.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
memoriale

 ‘record, memory, monument,’ from Latin 
memorialis

 ‘serving as a reminder,’ from 
memoria

 ‘memory.’






Memorial Day

 
/məˈmôrēəl ˌdā/






noun



1.
 
a day on which those who died in active military service are remembered, traditionally observed on May 30 but now officially observed on the last Monday in May.

Also called (esp. formerly) Decoration Day
 .




2.
 
(also 
Confederate Memorial Day

 )
 — (in the southern states) any of various days (especially the fourth Monday in April) on which similar remembrances are observed.













memorialist

 
/məˈmôrēələst/






noun




a person who writes a memorial or memoir.













memorialize

 
/məˈmôrēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
preserve the memory of; commemorate




•
 
the novel memorialized their childhood summers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
memorialization

 
/məˌmôrēələˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
memorializer






noun





















memorial park






noun



1.
 
a cemetery




•
 
Pine View Memorial Park.










2.
 
a park designed for contemplation or recreation, commemorating the death of an individual or of many people through a natural or other disaster, or through military action




•
 
Fort Griswold Memorial Park




•
 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Park.



















memorize

 
/ˈmeməˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
commit to memory; learn by heart




•
 
he memorized thousands of verses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
memorizable

 
/-ˌrīzəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
memorization

 
/ˌmemərəˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
memorizer






noun





















memory

 
/ˈmem(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty by which the mind stores and remembers information




•
 
I've a great 
memory for

 faces




•
 
my grandmother is losing her memory




•
 
the brain regions responsible for memory.










2.
 
the mind regarded as a store of things remembered




•
 
he searched his memory frantically for an answer.










3.
 
something remembered from the past; a recollection




•
 
one of my earliest memories is of sitting on his knee




•
 
the mind can bury all memory of traumatic abuse.










4.
 
the remembering or recollection of a dead person, especially one who was popular or respected




•
 
clubs devoted to the memory of Sherlock Holmes.










5.
 
the length of time over which people continue to remember a person or event




•
 
the worst slump in recent memory.










6.
 
the part of a computer in which data or program instructions can be stored for retrieval.




7.
 
capacity for storing information on a computer




•
 
the module provides 16Mb of memory.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
from memory






without reading or referring to notes




•
 
each child was required to recite a verse from memory.















2.
 
in memory of






intended to remind people of, especially to honor a dead person.









3.
 
take a trip (or walk) down memory lane






deliberately recall pleasant or sentimental memories.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
memorie

 , from Latin 
memoria

 , from 
memor

 ‘mindful, remembering.’





memory bank

 
/ˈmem(ə)rē ˌbaNGk/






noun




the memory device of a computer or other device.













memory board






noun






[Computing]

 a detachable board containing memory chips, which can be connected to a computer.













memory book






noun






(US)

 a scrapbook.













memory card






noun




a small, flat flash drive used especially in digital cameras and mobile phones.













memory cell






noun






[Physiology]

 a long-lived lymphocyte capable of responding to a particular antigen on its reintroduction, long after the exposure that prompted its production.













memory foam






noun




a polyurethane material that is sensitive to pressure and temperature, used especially in mattresses, where it molds to the shape of an individual's body.













memory hole





I.
 
noun




an imaginary place where inconvenient or unpleasant information is put and quickly forgotten.




•
 
now that the trial's been postponed the whole case has dropped into the memory hole.

















– origin

 from George Orwell's 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 , which described a slot where historical documents could be disposed of to allow for manipulation of memories of the past.





memory leak






noun






[Computing]

 a failure in a program to release discarded memory, causing impaired performance or failure.













memory mapping






noun




a technique in which a computer treats peripheral devices as if they were located in the main memory.













Memory Stick






noun






‹trademark›

 a type of memory card.













memory trace






noun




a hypothetical permanent change in the nervous system brought about by memorizing something; an engram.













Memphis

 
/ˈmemfəs/





I.
 
an ancient city in Egypt, whose ruins are situated on the Nile River about 10 miles (15 km) south of Cairo. It is the site of the pyramids of Saqqara and Giza and the Sphinx.




II.
 
a river port on the Mississippi River in extreme southwestern Tennessee; pop. 669,651 (est. 2008). Founded in 1819, it was the home of blues music in the late 19th century and the scene of the assassination of Martin Luther King in 1968. It is also the childhood home and burial place of Elvis Presley.




III.
 
derivatives





Memphian






noun, adjective





















MEMS






abbreviation




microelectromechanical systems.













memsahib

 
/ˈmemˌsä(h)ib ˈmemˌsäb/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 
‹dated›

 a married white or upper-class woman (often used as a respectful form of address by nonwhites).











– origin

 from 
mem

 (representing an Indian pronunciation of ma'am
 ) + sahib
 .





men

 
/men/






plural form of man
 .









menace

 
/ˈmenəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that is likely to cause harm; a threat or danger




•
 
a new initiative aimed at beating the menace of drugs




•
 
the snakes are 
a menace to

 farm animals.










2.
 
a threatening quality, tone, or atmosphere




•
 
he spoke the words with a hint of menace.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that causes trouble or annoyance




•
 
his kid sister, that chatty little menace, had become the knockout of the neighborhood.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
threaten, especially in a malignant or hostile manner




•
 
Africa's elephants are still menaced by poaching.














III.
 
derivatives





menacer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
minacia

 , from Latin 
minax

 , 
minac-

 ‘threatening,’ from 
minae

 ‘threats.’





menacing

 
/ˈmenəsiNG/






adjective




suggesting the presence of danger; threatening




•
 
a menacing tone of voice.



















menacingly

 
/ˈmenəsiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that suggests the presence of danger; threateningly




•
 
a helicopter hovered menacingly overhead




•
 
the two men stood glaring menacingly at each other.



















menadione

 
/ˌmenəˈdīˌōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic yellow compound related to menaquinone, used to treat hemorrhage.

Also called vitamin K3 (see vitamin K
 ). [Alternative name: 
2-methyl-1,4-naphthoquinone

 ; chem. formula: C11
 H8
 O2
 .]











– origin

 1940s: from 
me(thyl)

 + 
na(phthalene)

 + the suffix 
-dione

 , used in names of compounds containing two carbonyl groups.






ménage

 
/məˈnäZH māˈnäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the members of a household




•
 
crisis had recently unsettled the Clelland ménage.










2.
 
the management of a household




•
 
they were forced to conduct their ménage on a humbler scale than heretofore.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
menage

 , from 
mainer

 ‘to stay,’ influenced by Old French 
mesnie

 ‘household,’ both ultimately based on Latin 
manere

 ‘remain.’





ménage à trois

 
/māˈnäZH ä ˈt(r)wä, mə-/





I.
 
noun




an arrangement in which three people share a sexual relationship, typically a domestic situation involving a married couple and the lover of one of them.











– origin

 French, ‘household of three.’





menagerie

 
/məˈnajərē məˈnaZHərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of wild animals kept in captivity for exhibition.




2.
 
a strange or diverse collection of people or things




•
 
some other specimen in the television menagerie.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
ménagerie

 , from 
ménage

 (see ménage
 ).





Menai Strait

 
/ˌmenī ˈstrāt/






a channel that separates Anglesey from the mainland of northwestern Wales.









Menander

 
/məˈnandər/






(
c.

 342–292 
BC

 ), Greek playwright. His comic plays deal with domestic situations and capture colloquial speech patterns. The sole complete extant play is 
Dyskolos

 .









Menapian

 
/məˈnapēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a Middle Pleistocene glaciation in northern Europe, possibly corresponding to the Günz of the Alps.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Menapian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Menapian glaciation or the system of deposits laid down during it.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
Menapii

 , a people of northern Gaul in Roman times, + -ian
 .





menaquinone

 
/ˌmenəˈkwinˌōn, -ˈkwīˌnōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 one of the K vitamins, a compound produced by bacteria in the large intestine and essential for the blood-clotting process. It is an isoprenoid derivative of menadione.

Also called vitamin K2 (see vitamin K
 ).











– origin

 1940s: from the chemical name 
me(thyl)-na(phtho)quinone

 .





menarche

 
/məˈnärkē/





I.
 
noun




the first occurrence of menstruation.








II.
 
derivatives





menarcheal

 
/menˈärkēəl /

 
menarchial






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mēn

 ‘month’ + 
arkhē

 ‘beginning.’






Mencius

 
/ˈmen(t)SHēəs/





I.
 
(
c.

 371–
c.

 289 
BC

 ), Chinese philosopher; Latinized name of 
Meng-tzu

 or 
Mengzi

 (“Meng the Master”). Known as a developer of Confucianism, he believed that rulers should provide for the welfare of the people and that human nature is intrinsically good.




II.
 
one of the Four Books of Confucianism, containing the teachings of Mencius.









Mencken, H. L.

 
/ˈmeNGkən/






(1880–1956), US journalist and literary and social critic; full name 
Henry Louis Mencken

 . From 1908, he attacked the political and literary Establishment. In 
The American Language

 (1919) he opposed the dominance of European culture in the US, arguing for and establishing the study of American English in its own right.










mend

 
/mend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repair (something that is broken or damaged)




•
 
workmen were mending faulty cabling




•
 
a patch was used to mend the garment.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — return to health; heal




•
 
foot injuries can take months to mend.










3.
 
improve (an unpleasant situation, especially a disagreement)




•
 
quarrels could be mended by talking.














II.
 
noun




a repair in a material




•
 
the mends were so perfect you could not even tell the board had been damaged.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
mend (one's) fences






make peace with a person




•
 
is it too late to mend fences with your ex-wife?















2.
 
mend one's ways






improve one's habits or behavior.









3.
 
on the mend






improving in health or condition; recovering




•
 
on the mend after a stomach operation




•
 
the economy is on the mend.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mendable






adjective













2.
 
mender

 
/ˈmendər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of amend
 .






mendacious

 
/menˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




not telling the truth; lying




•
 
mendacious propaganda.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mendaciously






adverb













2.
 
mendaciousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
mendax

 , 
mendac-

 ‘lying’ (related to 
mendum

 ‘fault’) + -ious
 .





mendacity

 
/menˈdasədē/





I.
 
noun




untruthfulness




•
 
people publicly castigated for past mendacity.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
mendacitas

 , from 
mendax

 , 
mendac-

 ‘lying’ (see mendacious
 ).





Mende

 
/ˈmendē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting Sierra Leone in West Africa.




2.
 
the language of the Mende.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mende or their language.











– origin

 the name in Mende.





Mendel, Gregor Johann

 
/ˈmendl/






(1822–84), Moravian monk; the father of genetics. From systematically breeding peas, he demonstrated the transmission of characteristics in a predictable way by factors (genes) that remain intact and independent between generations and do not blend, although they may mask one another's effects.










Mendeleev, Dmitri

 
/ˌmendəˈlāəf, myindiˈleyef/






(1834–1907), Russian chemist; full name 
Dmitri Ivanovich Mendeleev

 . He developed the periodic table.









mendelevium

 
/ˌmendəˈlēvēəm ˌmendəˈlāvēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Md

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 101, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. It does not occur naturally and was first made in 1955 by bombarding einsteinium with helium ions.











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of D. Mendeleev (see Mendeleev, Dmitri
 ).





Mendelian

 
/menˈdēlēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 of or relating to Mendel's theory of heredity




•
 
Mendelian genetics.














II.
 
noun




a person who accepts or advocates Mendel's theory of heredity.













Mendelism

 
/ˈmendlˌizəm/






noun






[Biology]

 the theory of heredity as formulated by Mendel.













Mendelssohn, Felix

 
/ˈmendl-sən/






(1809–47), German composer and pianist; full name 
Jakob Ludwig Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

 . His romantic music is elegant, light, and melodically inventive. Notable works: 
Fingal's Cave

 (1830–32), 
Elijah

 (1846), and eight volumes of 
Lieder ohne Worte (Songs Without Words

 ) for piano.










Menderes

 
/ˌmendəˈres/






a river in southwestern Turkey. It rises in the Anatolian plateau and flows for about 240 miles (384 km) to the Aegean Sea south of the Greek island of Samos. Known in ancient times as the Maeander—and noted for its winding course—it gave its name to the verb 
meander

 .









mendicant

 
/ˈmendəkənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
given to begging.




2.
 
of or denoting one of the religious orders that originally relied solely on alms




•
 
a mendicant friar.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a beggar.




2.
 
a member of a mendicant order.








III.
 
derivatives





mendicancy

 
/ˈmendək(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
mendicant-

 ‘begging,’ from the verb 
mendicare

 , from 
mendicus

 ‘beggar,’ from 
mendum

 ‘fault.’





mendicity

 
/menˈdisədē/





I.
 
noun




the condition or activities of a beggar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mendicite

 , from Latin 
mendicitas

 , from 
mendicus

 ‘beggar.’





mending

 
/ˈmendiNG/






noun




things to be repaired by sewing or darning




•
 
a muddle of books and mending.



















Mendocino

 
/ˌmendəˈsēnō/






a resort community in northwestern California, on the Pacific coast. 
Cape Mendocino

 , the most western point in the state, is farther to the north.









Mendoza

 
/menˈdōzə/






a city in western Argentina, located in the foothills of the Andes at the center of a wine-producing region; pop. 112,900 (est. 2008).









Mendoza, Antonio de






(
c.

 1490–1552), Spanish colonial administrator; first viceroy of New Spain (1535–50).









Menelaus

 
/ˌmenəˈlāəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







king of Sparta, husband of Helen and brother of Agamemnon. Helen was stolen from him by Paris, an event that provoked the Trojan War.









Menes

 
/ˈmēnēz/






Egyptian pharaoh; reigned 
c.

 3100 
BC

 . He founded the first dynasty that ruled Egypt.









menfolk

 
/ˈmenˌfōk /

 
menfolks






plural noun




a group of men considered collectively, especially the men of a particular family or community




•
 
the menfolk of the village watch the goings-on.



















Meng-tzu

 
/ˌmeNG ˈtso͞o, dzə /

 
Mengzi






Chinese name for Mencius
 .










menhaden

 
/menˈhādn, mən-/





I.
 
noun




a large deep-bodied fish of the herring family that occurs along the east coast of North America. The oil-rich flesh is used to make fish meal and fertilizer.

[Genus 
Brevoortia

 , family 
Clupeidae

 : several species, in particular 
B. tyrannus

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Algonquian.






menhir

 
/ˈmenˌhir/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a tall upright stone of a kind erected in prehistoric times in western Europe.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Breton 
men

 ‘stone’ + 
hir

 ‘long.’





menial

 
/ˈmēnēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of work) not requiring much skill and lacking prestige




•
 
menial factory jobs.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 (of a servant) domestic.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with a menial job.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a domestic servant.








III.
 
derivatives





menially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘domestic’): from Old French, from 
mesnee

 ‘household.’





Ménière's disease

 
/ˌmānˈyerz dəˌzēz /

 
Ménière's syndrome





I.
 
noun




a disease of unknown cause affecting the membranous labyrinth of the ear, causing progressive deafness and attacks of tinnitus and vertigo.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Prosper 
Ménière

 (1799–1862), French physician.






meninges

 
/məˈninjēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the three membranes (the dura mater, arachnoid, and pia mater) that line the skull and vertebral canal and enclose the brain and spinal cord.








II.
 
derivatives





meningeal

 
/məˈninjēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
mēninx

 , 
mēning-

 ‘membrane.’





meningioma

 
/məˌninjēˈōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a tumor, usually benign, arising from meningeal tissue of the brain.













meningitis

 
/ˌmenənˈjīdəs/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the meninges caused by viral or bacterial infection and marked by intense headache and fever, sensitivity to light, and muscular rigidity, leading (in severe cases) to convulsions, delirium, and death.








II.
 
derivatives





meningitic

 
/-ˈjitik /






adjective





















meningocele

 
/məˈniNGɡōsēl/






noun






[Medicine]

 a protrusion of the meninges through a gap in the spine due to a congenital defect.













meningococcus

 
/məˌniNGɡōˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium involved in some forms of meningitis and cerebrospinal infection.

[
Neisseria meningitidis

 , a nonmotile spherical Gram-negative bacterium.]








II.
 
derivatives





meningococcal

 
/-ˈkäkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from meninges
 + coccus
 .





meningoencephalitis

 
/məˌniNGɡōinˌsefəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the membranes of the brain and the adjoining cerebral tissue.













meninx

 
/ˈmēniNGks/






singular form of meninges
 .









meniscectomy

 
/ˈmenəˌsektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of a meniscus, especially that of the knee.













meniscus

 
/məˈniskəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the curved upper surface of a liquid in a tube.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 
[Optics]

 a lens that is convex on one side and concave on the other.




3.
 


[Physics]

 
[Anatomy]

 a thin fibrous cartilage between the surfaces of some joints, e.g., the knee.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mēniskos

 ‘crescent,’ diminutive of 
mēnē

 ‘moon.’





Menlo Park





I.
 
a city in north central California, south of San Francisco; pop. 30,087 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a historic community in central New Jersey, in the township of Edison, northeast of New Brunswick, the site of the laboratory of Thomas Edison.









Menninger, Karl Augustus

 
/ˈmenənjər/






(1893–1990), US psychiatrist. With his father he cofounded the Menninger Clinic in Topeka, Kansas, 1920, where psychiatrists received training in psychoanalysis. In 1941, the Menninger Foundation, which he headed until 1990, was established.









Mennonite

 
/ˈmenəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in the US and Canada) a member of a Protestant sect originating in Friesland in the 16th century, emphasizing adult baptism and rejecting church organization, military service, and public office.








II.
 
derivatives





Mennonitism

 
/-izəm /






noun



















– origin

 from the name of its founder, 
Menno

 Simons (1496–1561), + -ite
 1
 .





meno

 
/ˈmenō/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (in directions) less.











– origin

 Italian.






meno-





I.
 
combining form




relating to menstruation




•
 
menopause.

















– origin

 from Greek 
mēn

 ‘month.’





menology

 
/məˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




an ecclesiastical calendar of the months, especially a calendar of the Greek Orthodox Church containing biographies of the saints in the order of the dates on which they are commemorated.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via modern Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
mēnologion

 , from 
mēn

 ‘month’ + 
logos

 ‘account.’





Menominee

 
/məˈnämənē /

 
Menomini





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of northeastern Wisconsin.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Menominee.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Menominee or their language.











– origin

 from Ojibwa 
manōminī

 , literally ‘wild-rice person.’





meno mosso

 
/ˌmenō ˈmäsō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) less quickly.











– origin

 Italian.





menopausal

 
/ˈmenəˈpôzəl/






adjective




relating to, characteristic of, or undergoing menopause




•
 
menopausal symptoms




•
 
menopausal women.



















menopause

 
/ˈmenəˌpôz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ceasing of menstruation.




2.
 
the period in a woman's life (typically between 45 and 50 years of age) when this occurs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
menopausis

 (see meno-
 , pause
 ).





menorah

 
/məˈnôrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sacred candelabrum with seven branches used in the Temple in Jerusalem, originally that made by the craftsman Bezalel and placed in the sanctuary of the Tabernacle (Exod. 37:17–24).




2.
 
a candelabrum used in Jewish worship, especially one with eight branches and a central socket used at Hanukkah.











– origin

 Hebrew.





menorrhagia

 
/ˌmenəˈrāj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally heavy bleeding at menstruation.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from meno-
 ‘of menstruation’ + 
-rrhag-

 , stem of Greek 
rhēgnunai

 ‘to burst.’





menorrhea

 
/ˌmenəˈrēə /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 menorrhoea





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the flow of blood at menstruation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from amenorrhea
 .





Menotti, Gian

 
/məˈnätē/






(1911–2007), US composer; born in Italy. He wrote the operas 
The Old Maid and the Thief

 (1939), 
The Consul

 (1950), and 
Amahl and the Night Visitors

 (1951).









Mensa1


 
/ˈmensə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small, faint southern constellation (the Table or Table Mountain), lying between Dorado and the south celestial pole. It contains part of the Large Magellanic Cloud.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Mensae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Mensae.













– origin

 Latin.





Mensa2


 
/ˈmensə/





I.
 
an international organization founded in England in 1945 whose members must achieve very high scores in IQ tests to be admitted.







– origin

 Latin, ‘table,’ with allusion to a round table at which all members have equal status.





mensch

 
/men(t)SH/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person of integrity and honor.











– origin

 1930s: Yiddish 
mensh

 , from German 
Mensch

 , literally ‘person.’





menses

 
/ˈmensēz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
blood and other matter discharged from the uterus at menstruation.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the time of menstruation




•
 
a late menses.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
mensis

 ‘month.’





Menshevik

 
/ˈmen(t)SHəˌvik/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of the non-Leninist wing of the Russian Social Democratic Workers' Party, opposed to the Bolsheviks and defeated by them after the overthrow of the tsar in 1917.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of Mensheviks or Menshevism.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Menshevism

 
/-ˌvizəm /






noun













2.
 
Menshevist

 
/-vist /






noun



















– origin

 from Russian 
Menʹshevik

 ‘a member of the minority,’ from 
menʹshe

 ‘less.’ Lenin coined the name at a time when the party was (untypically) in the minority for a brief period.





men's movement






noun




a movement aimed at liberating men from traditional views about their character and role in society.














mens rea

 
/menz ˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the intention or knowledge of wrongdoing that constitutes part of a crime, as opposed to the action or conduct of the accused.

Compare with actus reus
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘guilty mind.’





men's room






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a restroom for men in a public or institutional building.













menstrual

 
/ˈmenstr(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the menses or menstruation




•
 
menstrual blood.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
menstrualis

 , from 
menstruum

 ‘menses,’ from 
mensis

 ‘month.’





menstrual cycle






noun




the process of ovulation and menstruation in women and other female primates.













menstruate

 
/ˈmenstrəˌwāt ˈmenˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a woman) discharge blood and other material from the lining of the uterus as part of the menstrual cycle.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
menstruat-

 ‘menstruated,’ from the verb 
menstruare

 , from Latin 
menstrua

 ‘menses.’





menstruation

 
/ˌmenstro͞oˈāSH(ə)n menˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process in a woman of discharging blood and other materials from the lining of the uterus at intervals of about one lunar month from puberty until menopause, except during pregnancy.













menstruous

 
/ˈmenstrəs ˈmenstro͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or in the process of menstruation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
menstrueus

 , from late Latin 
menstruosus

 , from 
menstrua

 ‘menses.’





menstruum

 
/ˈmenstrəm ˈmenstrəwəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
menses.




2.
 
(
pl.

 also menstruums)
 — 

‹archaic›

 a solvent.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 1): from Latin, neuter of 
menstruus

 ‘monthly,’ from 
mensis

 ‘month.’ 
Sense

 2.





mensurable

 
/ˈmen(t)SH(ə)rəb(ə)l ˈmens(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be measured; having fixed limits.




2.
 


[Music]

 another term for mensural
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mensurability

 
/ˌmenSHərəˈbilədē ˌmensərəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘moderate’): from late Latin 
mensurabilis

 , from 
mensurare

 ‘to measure,’ from Latin 
mensura

 ‘measure.’






mensural

 
/ˈmen(t)SH(ə)rəl ˈmens(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or involving measuring




•
 
mensural investigations.










2.
 


[Music]

 involving notes of definite duration and usually a regular meter.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
mensuralis

 , from 
mensura

 ‘measure.’





mensuration

 
/ˌmen(t)SHəˈrāSHən ˌmensəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
measuring.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the measuring of geometric magnitudes, lengths, areas, and volumes.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting measurement in general): from late Latin 
mensuratio(n-)

 , from 
mensurare

 ‘to measure.’





menswear

 
/ˈmenzˌwer /

 
men's wear






noun




clothes for men.














-ment

 
/mənt/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns expressing the means or result of an action




•
 
curtailment




•
 
excitement




•
 
treatment.










2.
 
forming nouns from adjectives (such as 
merriment

 from 
merry

 ).











– origin

 from French, or from Latin 
-mentum

 .






mental

 
/ˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the mind




•
 
mental faculties




•
 
mental phenomena.










2.
 
carried out by or taking place in the mind




•
 
a quick mental calculation




•
 
I started my mental journey.










3.
 
of or relating to disorders of the mind




•
 
a mental hospital.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 insane; crazy




•
 
every time I'm five minutes late, they 
go mental

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
mentalis

 , from Latin 
mens

 , 
ment-

 ‘mind.’ / 
usage:

 The use of 
mental

 in compounds such as 
mental hospital

 and 
mental patient

 is first recorded at the end of the 19th century and was the normal accepted term in the first half of the 20th century. It is still current and standard even though the term 
psychiatric

 has more recently come to be used in both general and official use.





mental age

 
/ˈmen(t)l āj/






noun




a person's mental ability expressed as the age at which an average person reaches the same ability




•
 
she was 65 but had a mental age of 2.



















mental arithmetic






noun




arithmetical calculations performed in the mind, without writing figures down or using a calculator.














mental block

 
/ˈmen(t)l bläk/






noun




an inability to recall some specific thing or perform some mental action.













mental cruelty

 
/ˈˌmen(t)l ˈkro͞o(ə)ltē/






noun




conduct that makes another person suffer but does not involve physical assault.













mental health






noun




a person’s condition with regard to their psychological and emotional well-being




•
 
all this pressure seems to be affecting his mental health




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
mental health issues.



















mental hospital





I.
 
noun




an institution where patients with psychiatric disorders live while receiving treatment




•
 
he will face psychiatric tests to see if he should be held in a secure mental hospital rather than jail.

















usage:

 See usage at mental
 .





mentalism

 
/ˈmen(t)lˌizəm/






noun






[Philosophy]

 the theory that physical and psychological phenomena are ultimately explicable only in terms of a creative and interpretative mind.













mentalist1


 
/ˈmen(t)ələst/






noun



1.
 
a magician who performs feats that apparently demonstrate extraordinary mental powers, such as mind-reading.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an eccentric or mad person.













mentalist2


 
/ˈmen(t)lˌ̩əst/

 

‹Philosophy›






I.
 
noun




an adherent of mentalism.








II.
 
adjective




relating to mentalists or mentalism.








III.
 
derivatives





mentalistic

 
/ˌmentlˈistik /






adjective





















mentality

 
/menˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 the characteristic attitude of mind or way of thinking of a person or group




•
 
the yuppie mentality of the eighties.










2.
 
the capacity for intelligent thought.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘mental process’): from the adjective mental
 + -ity
 . Current senses date from the mid 19th cent.





mentally

 
/ˈment(ə)lē/






adverb




in a manner relating to the mind




•
 
soldiers become physically and mentally exhausted.



















mentally handicapped

 
/ˌment(ə)lē ˈhandēˌkapt /

 

‹often offensive›






I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having very limited intellectual functions.











usage:

 see usage at handicapped.





mental reservation






noun




a qualification tacitly added in making a statement, etc.; an unexpressed doubt or criticism.













mentation

 
/menˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 mental activity.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
mens

 , 
ment-

 ‘mind’ + -ation
 .





mentee

 
/menˈtē/






noun




a person who is advised, trained, or counseled by a mentor.













menthol

 
/ˈmenˌTHôl ˈmenˌTHäl/





I.
 
noun




a crystalline compound with a cooling minty taste and odor, found in peppermint and other natural oils. It is used as a flavoring and in decongestants and analgesics.

[An alcohol, 
2-isopropyl-5-methylcyclohexanol

 ; chem. formula: C10
 H19
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from Latin 
mentha

 ‘mint’ + -ol
 .





mentholated

 
/ˈmenTHəˌlādəd/






adjective




treated with or containing menthol




•
 
mentholated shaving creams.




















mention

 
/ˈmen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refer to something briefly and without going into detail




•
 
I haven't 
mentioned

 it 
to

 William yet




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I mentioned that my father was meeting me later.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a reference to (someone) as being noteworthy, especially as a potential candidate for a post




•
 
he is still regularly 
mentioned as

 a possible secretary of state.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a reference to someone or something




•
 
their eyes light up at a mention of Sartre




•
 
she 
made no mention of

 her disastrous trip to Paris.










2.
 
a formal acknowledgment of something outstanding or noteworthy




•
 
he received a special mention and a prize of $100




•
 
two other points are worthy of mention.







See also honorable mention
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't mention it






a polite expression used to indicate that an apology or an expression of thanks is not necessary.









2.
 
mention someone in one's will






leave a legacy to someone.









3.
 
not to mention






used to introduce an additional fact or point that reinforces the point being made




•
 
I'm amazed you find the time, not to mention the energy, to do any work at all.


















IV.
 
derivatives





mentionable

 
/ˈmen(t)SH(ə)nəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in 
make mention of

 ): via Old French from Latin 
mentio(n-)

 ; related to mind
 .





mento

 
/ˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




a style of Jamaican folk music based on a traditional dance rhythm in duple time.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





mentor

 
/ˈmenˌtôr ˈmenˌtər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an experienced and trusted adviser




•
 
he was her friend and mentor until his death in 1915.










2.
 
an experienced person in a company, college, or school who trains and counsels new employees or students.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
advise or train (someone, especially a younger colleague).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via French and Latin from Greek 
Mentōr

 , the name of the adviser of the young Telemachus in Homer's 
Odyssey

 .





mentorship

 
/ˈmentôrSHip, ˈmentərSHip/






noun



1.
 
the guidance provided by a mentor, especially an experienced person in a company or educational institution




•
 
he is revered by his employees for his mentorship and problem-solving qualities.










2.
 
a period of time during which a person receives guidance from a mentor




•
 
a two-year mentorship with an entrepreneur in a tech start-up




•
 
the group plans to beef up student training programs through internships, mentorships, networking, and coaching.



















mentum

 
/ˈmen(t)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a part of the base of the labium in some insects.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘chin.’





menu

 
/ˈmenyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a list of dishes available in a restaurant




•
 
the waiter handed her a menu




•
 


‹figurative›

 politics and sport are 
on the menu

 tonight.










2.
 
the food available or to be served in a restaurant or at a meal




•
 
a no-fuss dinner-party menu.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a list of commands or options, especially one displayed on screen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, ‘detailed list’ (noun use of 
menu

 ‘small, detailed’), from Latin 
minutus

 ‘very small.’





menu bar

 
/ˈmenyo͞o bär/






noun






[Computing]

 a horizontal bar, typically located at the top of the screen below the title bar, containing drop-down menus.













menudo

 
/məˈno͞odō/





I.
 
noun




a spicy Mexican soup made from tripe.











– origin

 noun use of a Mexican Spanish adjective meaning ‘small.’





menu-driven

 
/ˈmenyo͞oˌdrivən/






adjective




(of a program or computer) used by making selections from menus.













Menuhin, Sir Yehudi

 
/ˈmenyo͞oin/






(1916–99), British violinist; born in the US In 1962, he founded a school of music, which is named after him, in Surrey, England.









Menzies, Sir Robert Gordon

 
/ˈmenzēz/






(1894–1978), Australian statesman and founder of Australia's Liberal Party; prime minister 1939–41 and 1949–66.









Meo

 
/mēˈō/






noun, adjective




another term for Hmong
 .













meow

 
/mēˈou /

 
miaow





I.
 
noun




the characteristic crying sound of a cat.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cat) make a characteristic crying sound.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





mepacrine

 
/ˈmepəˌkrin, -ˌkrēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for quinacrine
 .











– origin

 1940s: from 
me(thoxy-)

 + 
p(entane)

 + 
acr(id)ine

 .






meperidine

 
/məˈperədēn məˈpərədən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as a painkilling drug, especially for women in labor.











– origin

 1940s: blend of methyl
 and piperidine
 .





mephedrone

 
/ˈmefədrōn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic mood-altering drug with stimulant properties.

[Chem. formula: C11
 H15
 NO.]











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of methyl
 and ephedrine
 + -one
 .





Mephistopheles

 
/ˌmefəˈstäfəlēz /

 
Mephisto





I.
 
noun




an evil spirit to whom Faust, in the German legend, sold his soul.








II.
 
derivatives





Mephistophelean

 
/məˌfistəˈfēlēən /

 
Mephistophelian






adjective





















mephitic

 
/məˈfidik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a gas or vapor) foul-smelling; noxious.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
mephiticus

 , from 
mephitis

 ‘noxious exhalation.’





mephitis

 
/məˈfīdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a noxious gas emanating from something, especially from the earth.




2.
 
a foul or poisonous stench.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin.





meprobamate

 
/məˈprōbəˌmāt ˌməprōˈbaˌmāt/





I.
 
noun




a bitter-tasting addictive carbamate used, especially before the 1970s, as a mild tranquilizer.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CH2
 CH2
 C(CH2
 OCONH2
 )2
 CH3
 .]











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from 
me(thyl)

 + 
pro(pyl)

 + 
(car)bamate

 .





mer.






abbreviation




meridian.














-mer





I.
 
combining form




denoting polymers and related kinds of molecule




•
 
elastomer.

















– origin

 from Greek 
meros

 ‘part.’






merbromin

 
/ˌmərˈbrōmən/





I.
 
noun




a greenish iridescent crystalline compound that dissolves in water to give a red solution used as an antiseptic. It is a fluorescein derivative containing bromine and mercury.











– origin

 1940s: from mercuric
 + bromo-
 + -in
 1
 .





mercado

 
/mərˈkädō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a market.











– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
mercatus

 ‘market.’





Mercalli scale

 
/mərˈkalē ˌskāl/





I.
 
a twelve-point scale for expressing the local intensity of an earthquake, ranging from I (virtually imperceptible) to XII (total destruction).







– origin

 1920s: named after Giuseppe 
Mercalli

 (1850–1914), Italian geologist.





mercantile

 
/ˈmərkənˌtēl ˈmərkənˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to trade or commerce; commercial




•
 
the shift of wealth to the mercantile classes.














II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a general store




•
 
we walked to the local mercantile.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Italian, from 
mercante

 ‘merchant.’





mercantilism

 
/mɜːrˈkantilizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
belief in the benefits of profitable trading; commercialism.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the economic theory that trade generates wealth and is stimulated by the accumulation of profitable balances, which a government should encourage by means of protectionism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mercantilist






noun, adjective













2.
 
mercantilistic

 
/ˌmərkəntiˈlistik, -ˌtē-, -ˌtī- /






adjective





















mercaptan

 
/mərˈkapˌtan/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for thiol
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
mer(curium) captan(s

 ), literally ‘capturing mercury.’





Mercator, Gerardus

 
/mərˈkātər/






(1512–94), Flemish geographer and cartographer, a resident in Germany from 1552; Latinized name of 
Gerhard Kremer

 . He invented the system of map projection that is named after him.









Mercator projection

 
/mərˈkādər prəˌjekSH(ə)n /

 
Mercator's projection






noun




a projection of a map of the world onto a cylinder in such a way that all the parallels of latitude have the same length as the equator, used especially for marine charts and certain climatological maps.













Merced

 
/mərˈsed/






a city in central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 77,160 (est. 2008).









mercenary

 
/ˈmərsəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective






‹derogatory›

 (of a person or their behavior) primarily concerned with making money at the expense of ethics




•
 
she's nothing but a mercenary little gold digger.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a professional soldier hired to serve in a foreign army.




2.
 
a person primarily concerned with material reward at the expense of ethics




•
 
the sport's most infamous mercenary.














III.
 
derivatives





mercenariness

 
/ˈmərs(ə)nˌerēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
mercenarius

 ‘hireling,’ from 
merces

 , 
merced-

 ‘reward.’





mercer

 
/ˈmərsər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a dealer in textile fabrics, especially silks, velvets, and other fine materials.








II.
 
derivatives





mercery

 
/ˈmərs(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mercier

 , based on Latin 
merx

 , 
merc-

 ‘goods.’





Mercer, Johnny

 
/ˈmərsər/






(1909–76), US songwriter; full name 
John Herndon Mercer

 . He wrote lyrics for hundreds of popular songs, including 
“Moon River”

 (1961) and 
“Days of Wine and Roses”

 (1962). His Broadway musicals include 
Top Banana

 (1951) and 
Saratoga

 (1959).









mercerize

 
/ˈmərsərˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
mercerized

 )


1.
 
treat (cotton fabric or thread) under tension with caustic alkali to increase its strength and give it a shiny, silky appearance.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of John 
Mercer

 (died 1866), said to have invented the process, + -ize
 .





merch

 
/mərCH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for merchandise
 :




•
 
as autumn merch creeps into stores, summer sales offer up lunatic bargains




•
 
any merch involving Elvis, the Beatles, the Stones, Led Zeppelin, or punk-rock legends moves quickly




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
people mobbed the merch stand to buy T-shirts.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.






merchandise





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmərCHənˌdīz ˈmərCHənˌdīs /



1.
 
goods to be bought and sold




•
 
stores that offered an astonishing range of merchandise.










2.
 
branded products used to promote a particular movie, popular music group, etc., or linked to a particular fictional character; merchandising.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈmərCHənˌdīz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
promote the sale of (goods), especially by their presentation in retail outlets




•
 
a new breakfast food can easily be merchandised.










2.
 
advertise or publicize (an idea or person)




•
 
they are merchandising “niceness” to children.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 trade or traffic in (something), especially inappropriately.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 engage in the business of a merchant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
merchandisable

 
/-ˌdīzəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
merchandiser

 
/ˈmərCHəˌndīzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
marchandise

 , from 
marchand

 ‘merchant.’





merchandising

 
/ˈmərCHənˌdīziNG/






noun



1.
 
the activity of promoting the sale of goods, especially by their presentation in retail outlets




•
 
problems rooted in overexpansion and poor merchandising.










2.
 
branded products used to promote a particular movie, popular music group, etc., or linked to a particular fictional character




•
 
the characters are still popular and found on a wide variety of merchandising.




















merchant

 
/ˈmərCHənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or company involved in wholesale trade, especially one dealing with foreign countries or supplying merchandise to a particular trade




•
 
the area's leading timber merchant




•
 
a tea merchant.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a retail trader; a store owner




•
 
the credit cards are accepted by 10 million merchants worldwide.










3.
 
(especially in historical contexts) a person involved in trade or commerce




•
 
prosperous merchants and clothiers had established a middle class.










4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person with a partiality or aptitude for a particular activity or viewpoint




•
 
his driver was no speed merchant




•
 
a merchant of death.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to merchants, trade, or commerce




•
 
the growth of the merchant classes.










2.
 
(of ships, sailors, or shipping activity) involved with commerce rather than military activity




•
 
a merchant seaman.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
marchant

 , based on Latin 
mercari

 ‘to trade,’ from 
merx

 , 
merc-

 ‘merchandise.’





Merchant, Ismail

 
/ˈmərCHənt/






(1936–2005), Indian movie producer. In 1961, he partnered with James Ivory to form Merchant Ivory Productions. Together, they produced movies such as 
The Bostonians

 (1984), 
Howard's End

 (1992), and 
The White Countess

 (2005).









merchantable

 
/ˈmərCHən(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




suitable for purchase or sale; marketable




•
 
goods must be of merchantable quality.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from the verb 
merchant

 ‘haggle, trade as a merchant,’ from Old French 
marchander

 , from 
marchand

 ‘merchant.’





merchant account






noun




a bank account that enables the holder to accept credit cards for payment.













merchant bank

 
//





I.
 
noun




a bank dealing in commercial loans and investment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
merchant banker






noun













2.
 
merchant banking






noun





















merchantman

 
/ˈmərCHəntmən/






noun




a ship used in commerce; a vessel of the merchant marine.













merchant marine






noun

 — (often 
the merchant marine

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a country's shipping that is involved in commerce and trade, as opposed to military activity.













merchant prince






noun




a person involved in trade whose wealth is sufficient to confer political influence.













Mercia

 
/ˈmerSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
a former kingdom in central England. It was established by invading Angles in the 6th century in the border areas between the new Anglo-Saxon settlements in the east and the Celtic regions in the west.




II.
 
derivatives





Mercian






adjective, noun





















merciful

 
/ˈmərsəfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or exercising mercy




•
 
it was the will of a merciful God that all should be saved.










2.
 
(of an event) coming as a mercy; bringing someone relief from something unpleasant




•
 
her death was a merciful release.














II.
 
derivatives





mercifulness

 
/ˈmərsəfəlnəs /






noun





















mercifully

 
/ˈmərsəf(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a merciful manner.




2.
 
to one's great relief; fortunately


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
mercifully, I was able to complete all I had to do within a few days.



















merciless

 
/ˈmərsələs/





I.
 
adjective




showing no mercy or pity




•
 
a merciless attack with a blunt instrument




•
 


‹figurative›

 the merciless summer heat.














II.
 
derivatives





mercilessness

 
/ˈmərsələsnəs /






noun





















mercilessly

 
/ˈmərsələslē/






adverb




in a way that shows no mercy




•
 
the injured were mercilessly slaughtered




•
 
I was teased mercilessly for being chubby




•
 


‹figurative›

 the wind pounded mercilessly on the windows.



















Merckx, Eddy

 
/mərks/






(1945–), Belgian cyclist; full name 
Edouard Louis Joseph Merckx, Baron Merckx

 . During his professional career he won the Tour de France five times (1969–72 and 1974).









Mercouri, Melina

 
/mərˈko͝orē/






(1925–94), Greek actress and politician; born 
Anna Amalia Mercouri

 . Her movies include 
Never on Sunday

 (1960) and 
Phaedra

 (1962). Exiled for opposing the military junta that took power in Greece in 1967, she was elected to Parliament in 1978 and became minister of culture in 1985.









mercurial

 
/ˌmərˈkyo͝orēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) subject to sudden or unpredictable changes of mood or mind




•
 
his mercurial temperament.










2.
 
(of a person) sprightly; lively.




3.
 
of or containing the element mercury.




4.
 
(
Mercurial

 )
 — of the planet Mercury.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
mercurials

 )


1.
 
a drug or other compound containing mercury.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mercuriality

 
/-ˌkyo͝orēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
mercurially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective): from Latin 
mercurialis

 ‘relating to the god Mercury,’ from 
Mercurius

 ‘Mercury.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 adjective dates from the mid 17th cent.






mercuric

 
/mərˈkyo͝orik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of mercury with a valence of two; of mercury(II).

Compare with mercurous
 .














mercuric chloride






noun




a toxic white crystalline compound, used as a fungicide and antiseptic.

[Chem. formula: HgCl2
 .]













Mercurochrome

 
/mə(r)ˈkyo͝orəˌkrōm /

 
mercurochrome





I.
 
noun






(US)

 trademark for merbromin
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from mercury
 1
 + Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color.’






mercurous

 
/ˈmərkyərəs/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 of mercury with a valence of one; of mercury(I).

Compare with mercuric
 .













mercurous chloride






noun




another term for calomel
 .














mercury1


 
/ˈmərkyərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Hg

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 80, a heavy silvery-white metal that is liquid at ordinary temperatures.

Also called quicksilver
 .




2.
 
the column of mercury in a thermometer or barometer, or its height as indicating atmospheric temperature or pressure




•
 
the mercury rises, the skies steam, and the nights swelter.










3.
 


‹historical›

 mercury or one of its compounds used medicinally, especially to treat syphilis.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
Mercurius

 (see Mercury
 (
sense

 1)).





mercury2


 
/ˈmərkyərē/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the spurge family.

[Genera 
Mercurialis

 and 
Acalypha

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 : several species, in particular the poisonous 
dog's mercury

 (
M. perennis

 ) of Eurasia and the 
three-seeded mercury

 (
A. virginica

 ) of North America.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
mercurialis

 ‘of the god Mercury.’






Mercury

 
/ˈmərkyərē/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the Roman god of eloquence, skill, trading, and thieving, herald and messenger of the gods, who was identified with Hermes.

[from Latin 
Mercurius

 , from 
merx

 , 
merc-

 ‘merchandise.’]




II.
 
used in names of newspapers and journals




•
 
the San Jose Mercury News.










III.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small planet that is the closest to the sun in the solar system, sometimes visible to the naked eye just after sunset.

Mercury orbits within the orbit of Venus at an average distance of 36 million miles (57.9 million km) from the sun. With a diameter of 3,031 miles (4,878 km), it is only a third larger than earth's moon, which it resembles in having a heavily cratered surface. Its ‘day’ (equivalent to 58.65 Earth days) is precisely two thirds the length of its ‘year’ (87.97 Earth days). Daytime temperatures average 338°F (170°C). There is no atmosphere and the planet has no satellites.




IV.
 
a series of space missions, launched by the US from 1958 to 1963, that achieved the first US manned space flights.




V.
 
derivatives





Mercurian

 
/mərˈkyo͝orēən /






adjective





















mercury switch






noun




an electric switch in which the circuit is made by mercury flowing into a gap when the device tilts.













mercury vapor lamp






noun




a lamp in which light is produced by an electrical discharge through mercury vapor.














mercy

 
/ˈmərsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one's power to punish or harm




•
 
the boy was screaming and begging for mercy




•
 
the mercies of God.










2.
 
an event to be grateful for, especially because its occurrence prevents something unpleasant or provides relief from suffering




•
 
his death was in a way a mercy.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (especially of a journey or mission) performed out of a desire to relieve suffering; motivated by compassion




•
 
mercy missions to refugees caught up in the fighting.














II.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 used in expressions of surprise or fear




•
 
“Mercy me!” uttered Mrs. Garfield.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the mercy of






completely in the power or under the control of




•
 
consumers were at the mercy of every rogue in the marketplace.















2.
 
be thankful (or grateful) for small mercies






be relieved that an unpleasant situation is alleviated by minor advantages.









3.
 
have mercy on (or upon)






show compassion or forgiveness to




•
 
may the Lord have mercy on her soul.















4.
 
leave someone/something to the mercy of






expose someone or something to a situation of probable danger or harm




•
 
the forest is left to the mercy of the loggers.















5.
 
throw oneself on someone's mercy






intentionally place oneself in a situation in which one must rely on someone else to be compassionate or lenient towards one.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
merci

 ‘pity’ or ‘thanks,’ from Latin 
merces

 , 
merced-

 ‘reward,’ in Christian Latin ‘pity, favor, heavenly reward.’





mercy killing

 
/ˈmərsē ˌkiliNG/






noun




the killing of a patient suffering from an incurable and painful disease, typically by the administration of large doses of painkilling drugs.

See also euthanasia
 .













merde

 
/merd/






exclamation




a French word for “shit,” used as a mild, generally humorous exclamation in English




•
 
Merde! What had she done!



















mere1


 
/mir/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
that is solely or no more or better than what is specified




•
 
it happened a mere decade ago




•
 
questions that cannot be answered by mere mortals.










2.
 
(
the merest

 )
 — the smallest or slightest




•
 
the merest hint of makeup.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘pure’ and ‘sheer, downright’): from Latin 
merus

 ‘undiluted.’






mere2


 
/mir/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 a lake, pond, or arm of the sea.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
meer

 ‘lake’ and German 
Meer

 ‘sea,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Russian 
more

 and Latin 
mare

 .





Meredith, James

 
/ˈmerədiTH/






(1933–), US civil rights activist; full name 
James Howard Meredith

 . In 1962, he became the first African American to attend the University of Mississippi after 3,000 troops quelled riots. He wrote 
Three Years in Mississippi

 (1966) and 
Mississippi: A Volume of Eleven Books

 (1995).









merely

 
/ˈmirlē/






adverb




just; only




•
 
she seemed to him not merely an intelligent woman, but a kind of soul mate.



















merengue

 
/məˈreNGɡā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Caribbean style of dance music typically in duple and triple time, chiefly associated with Dominica and Haiti.




2.
 
a style of dancing associated with merengue music, with alternating long and short stiff-legged steps.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably American Spanish; compare perhaps with the sense ‘upheaval, disorder,’ attested in Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay.





meretricious

 
/ˌmerəˈtriSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
apparently attractive but having in reality no value or integrity




•
 
meretricious souvenirs for the tourist trade.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 of, relating to, or characteristic of a prostitute.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meretriciously






adverb













2.
 
meretriciousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
meretricius

 (adjective from 
meretrix

 , 
meretric-

 ‘prostitute,’ from 
mereri

 ‘be hired’) + -ous
 .






merganser

 
/mərˈɡansər/





I.
 
noun




a fish-eating diving duck with a long, thin serrated and hooked bill.

Also called sawbill
 . [Genus 
Mergus

 , subfamily 
Merginae

 , family 
Anatidae

 : six species, including the conspicuously crested 
red-breasted merganser

 (
M. serrator

 ); 
common merganser

 (
M. merganser

 ), the male of which has a white body and dark green head; and smew.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
mergus

 ‘diver’ (from 
mergere

 ‘to dive’) + 
anser

 ‘goose.’






merge

 
/mərj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
combine or cause to combine to form a single entity


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the utility companies are cutting costs and 
merging with

 other companies




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the company plans to 
merge

 its U.S. oil production operations 
with

 those of a London-based organization




•
 
the files were merged using the patient identification code as the common variable.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — blend or cause to blend gradually into something else so as to become indistinguishable from it




•
 
he crouched low and endeavored to merge into the darkness of the forest




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he placed a sheet of paper over the fresh paint to merge the colors.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘immerse (oneself)’): from Latin 
mergere

 ‘to dip, plunge.’ The use in legal contexts is from Anglo-Norman French 
merger

 .





merger

 
/ˈmərjər/





I.
 
noun




a combination of two things, especially companies, into one




•
 
a 
merger between

 two supermarket chains




•
 
local companies ripe for merger or acquisition.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
merger

 (verb used as a noun): see merge
 .





merguez

 
/mərˈɡez /

 
merguez sausage





I.
 
noun




a spicy beef and lamb sausage colored with red peppers, originally made in parts of North Africa.











– origin

 French, from Arabic 
mirkās, mirqās

 .






Meriç

 
/məˈrēCH/






Turkish name for Maritsa
 .









Mérida

 
/ˈmeridə, ˈmārēˌdä/






a city in southeastern Mexico, capital of the state of Yucatán; pop. 734,153 (2005).









Meriden

 
/ˈmerid(ə)n/






an industrial city in south central Connecticut; pop. 59,186 (est. 2008).









meridian

 
/məˈridēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circle of constant longitude passing through a given place on the earth's surface and the terrestrial poles.




2.
 
(also 
celestial meridian

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 a circle passing through the celestial poles and the zenith of a given place on the earth's surface.




3.
 
(in acupuncture and Chinese medicine) each of a set of pathways in the body along which vital energy is said to flow. There are twelve such pathways associated with specific organs.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or situated at a meridian




•
 
the meridian moon.










2.
 


‹literary›

 of noon.




3.
 


‹literary›

 of the period of greatest splendor, vigor, etc.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
meridien

 , from Latin 
meridianum

 (neuter, used as a noun) ‘noon,’ from 
medius

 ‘middle’ + 
dies

 ‘day.’ The use in astronomy is due to the fact that the sun crosses a meridian at noon.





Meridian

 
/məˈridēən/





I.
 
a city in southwestern Idaho, west of Boise; pop. 66,916 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in eastern Mississippi; pop. 38,232 (est. 2008).










meridian circle

 
/məˈridēən ˈsərkəl/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a telescope mounted so as to move only on a north–south line, for observing the transit of celestial objects across the meridian.













meridional

 
/məˈridēənəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or in the south; southern




•
 
the meridional leg of the journey.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of the inhabitants of southern Europe, especially the south of France




•
 
she was meridional in temperament.










3.
 
of or relating to a meridian




•
 
the meridional line of demarcation.










4.
 


[Meteorology]

 (chiefly of winds and air flow) aligned with lines of longitude.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the south, especially the south of France.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
meridionalis

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
meridies

 ‘midday, south.’





meringue

 
/məˈraNG/





I.
 
noun




an item of sweet food made from a mixture of well-beaten egg whites and sugar, baked until crisp and typically used as a topping for desserts, especially pies. Individual meringues are often filled with fruit or whipped cream.











– origin

 from French, of unknown origin.





merino

 
/məˈrēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sheep of a breed with long, fine wool.




2.
 
a soft woolen or wool-and-cotton material resembling cashmere, originally of merino wool.




3.
 
a fine woolen yarn.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish, of unknown origin.





meristem

 
/ˈmerəˌstem/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a region of plant tissue, found chiefly at the growing tips of roots and shoots and in the cambium, consisting of actively dividing cells forming new tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





meristematic

 
/ˌmerəstəˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
meristos

 ‘divisible,’ from 
merizein

 ‘divide into parts,’ from 
meros

 ‘part.’ The suffix 
-em

 is on the pattern of words such as 
xylem

 .






merit

 
/ˈmerət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially so as to deserve praise or reward




•
 
composers of outstanding merit.










2.
 
a feature or fact that deserves praise or reward




•
 
the relative merits of both approaches have to be considered.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a pass grade in an examination denoting above-average performance




•
 
if you expect to pass, why not go for a merit or a distinction?







Compare with distinction
 .




4.
 
(
merits

 )
 — 

[chiefly Law]

 the intrinsic rights and wrongs of a case, outside of any other considerations




•
 
a plaintiff who has a good arguable case 
on the merits

 .










5.
 
(
merits

 )
 — 

[Theology]

 good deeds regarded as entitling someone to a future reward from God.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deserve or be worthy of (something, especially reward, punishment, or attention)




•
 
the results have been encouraging enough to merit further investigation.














III.
 
phrases





judge (or consider) something on its merits






assess something solely with regard to its intrinsic quality rather than other external factors.















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘deserved reward or punishment’): via Old French from Latin 
meritum

 ‘due reward,’ from 
mereri

 ‘earn, deserve.’





meritocracy

 
/ˌmerəˈtäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
government or the holding of power by people selected on the basis of their ability.




2.
 
a society governed by meritocracy.




3.
 
a ruling or influential class of educated or skilled people.








II.
 
derivatives





meritocratic

 
/ˌmerədəˈkradik /






adjective





















meritorious

 
/ˌmerəˈtôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deserving reward or praise




•
 
a medal for meritorious conduct.










2.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of an action or claim) likely to succeed on the merits of the case.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
meritoriously






adverb













2.
 
meritoriousness

 
/ˌmerəˈtôrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘entitling a person to reward’): from late Latin 
meritorius

 (from 
merit-

 ‘earned,’ from the verb 
mereri

 ) + -ous
 .





Merkel, Angela

 
/ˈmərkəl/






(1954–), German stateswoman, chancellor of Germany since 2005; full name 
Angela Dorothea Merkel

 .









merkin

 
/ˈmərkən/





I.
 
noun




an artificial covering of hair for the pubic area.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently a variant of dialect 
malkin

 , diminutive of 
Malde

 (early form of the given name 
Maud

 ).





merle

 
/ˈmər(ə)l /

 
merl





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 a blackbird.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
merula

 .






merlin

 
/ˈmərlən/





I.
 
noun




a small dark falcon that hunts small birds, found throughout most of Eurasia and much of North America.

Also called pigeon hawk
 . [
Falco columbarius

 , family 
Falconidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
merilun

 , from Old French 
esmerillon

 , augmentative of 
esmeril

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Schmerl

 .





Merlin

 
/ˈmərlən/






(in Arthurian legend) a magician who aided and supported King Arthur.









merlon

 
/ˈmərlən/





I.
 
noun




the solid part of an embattled parapet between two embrasures.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
merlone

 , from 
merlo

 ‘battlement.’





Merlot

 
/mərˈlō /

 
merlot





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape originally from the Bordeaux region of France.




2.
 
a red wine made from the Merlot grape.











– origin

 French.





mermaid

 
/ˈmərˌmād/





I.
 
noun




a fictitious or mythical half-human sea creature with the head and trunk of a woman and the tail of a fish, conventionally depicted as beautiful and with long flowing golden hair.











– origin

 Middle English: from mere
 2
 (in the obsolete sense ‘sea’) + maid
 .





mermaid's purse






noun




the horny egg case of a skate, ray, or small shark.













merman

 
/ˈmərˌman/






noun




the male equivalent of a mermaid.














Merman, Ethel

 
/ˈmərmən/






(1908–1984), US singer and actress; born 
Ethel Zimmerman

 . The “queen of Broadway” for three decades, she performed in many plays and musicals, including 
Annie Get Your Gun

 (1946), 
Call Me Madam

 (1950), 
Gypsy

 (1959), and 
Hello, Dolly!

 (1970).









mero-





I.
 
combining form




partly; partial




•
 
meronym.







Often contrasted with homo-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
meros

 ‘part.’





Meroe

 
/ˈmerōˌē/





I.
 
an ancient city on the Nile River, in present-day Sudan northeast of Khartoum. Founded in 
c.

 750 
BC

 , it was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Cush from 
c.

 590 
BC

 until it fell to the invading Aksumites in the early 4th century 
AD

 .




II.
 
derivatives





Meroitic

 
/ˌmerōˈitik /






adjective, noun





















meronym

 
/ˈmerəˌnim/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a term that denotes part of something but which is used to refer to the whole of it, e.g., 
faces

 when used to mean 
people

 in 
I see several familiar faces present

 .








II.
 
derivatives





meronymy

 
/məˈränəmē /






noun



















– origin

 from Greek 
meros

 ‘part’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





-merous





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 having a specified number of parts




•
 
pentamerous.

















– origin

 on the pattern of words such as 
(di)merous

 (see also -mer
 ).





Merovingian

 
/ˌmerəˈvinjēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Frankish dynasty founded by Clovis and reigning in Gaul and Germany 
c.

 500–750.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Merovingian dynasty.











– origin

 from French 
mérovingien

 , from medieval Latin 
Merovingi

 ‘descendants of Merovich’ (Clovis' grandfather, semilegendary 5th-cent. Frankish leader).





merrily

 
/ˈmerəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a cheerful way.




2.
 
in a brisk and lively way




•
 
a fire burned merrily in the hearth.










3.
 
without consideration of possible problems or future implications




•
 
no candidate can denounce high public spending while merrily buying local votes with the taxpayers' money.



















Merrimack

 
/ˈmerəˌmak/






a town in southern New Hampshire; pop. 26,457 (est. 2008).









Merrimack River






a river that flows for 110 miles (180 km) from New Hampshire through eastern Massachusetts to the Atlantic Ocean.









merriment

 
/ˈmerēmənt/






noun




gaiety and fun




•
 
her eyes sparkled with merriment.




















merry

 
/ˈmerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
cheerful and lively




•
 
the narrow streets were dense with merry throngs of students




•
 
a merry grin.










2.
 
(of an occasion or season) characterized by festivity and rejoicing




•
 
he wished me a merry Christmas.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 slightly and good-humoredly drunk




•
 
after the third bottle of beer he began to feel quite merry.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go on one's merry way








‹informal›

 carry on with a course of action regardless of the consequences.









2.
 
make merry






enjoy oneself with others, especially by dancing and drinking.









3.
 
the more the merrier






the more people or things there are, the better or more enjoyable a situation will be.












III.
 
derivatives





merriness

 
/ˈmerēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
myrige

 ‘pleasing, delightful,’ of Germanic origin; related to mirth
 .





merry andrew

 
/ˌmerē ˈandro͞o/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who entertains others by means of comic antics; a clown.














merry-go-round

 
/ˈmerē ɡō ˌround/






noun



1.
 
a revolving machine with model horses or other animals on which people ride for amusement.




2.
 
a large revolving device in a playground, for children to ride on.




3.
 
a continuous cycle of activities or events, especially when perceived as having no purpose or producing no result




•
 
the football management merry-go-round.



















merrymaking

 
/ˈmerēˌmākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the process of enjoying oneself with others, especially by dancing and drinking.








II.
 
derivatives





merrymaker

 
/ˈmerēˌmākər /






noun





















merrythought

 
/ˈmerēˌTHôt/






noun






‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 the wishbone of a bird.













Mersa Matruh

 
/ˌmərsə məˈtro͞o/






a town on the Mediterranean coast of Egypt, 156 miles (250 km) west of Alexandria; pop. 120,500 (est. 2006).









Mersenne number

 
/mərˈsen ˌnəmbər/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a number of the form 2

p


 −1, where 
n

 is a prime number. Such a number which is itself prime is also called a 
Mersenne prime

 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Marin 
Mersenne

 (1588–1648), French mathematician.





Mersey

 
/ˈmərzē/






a river in northwestern England that rises in the county of Derbyshire and flows 70 miles (112 km) to the Irish Sea near Liverpool.









Mersin

 
/merˈsēn/






an industrial port in southern Turkey, on the Mediterranean Sea, southwest of Adana; pop. 623,900 (est. 2007).









Merton, Thomas

 
/ˈmərtn/






(1915–68), US Roman Catholic monk and writer; born in France; full name 
Thomas James Merton

 . He was ordained 1949 as Father Louis in the Trappist order. His works include 
The Seven Storey Mountain

 (1948).









mesa

 
/ˈmāsə/





I.
 
noun




an isolated flat-topped hill with steep sides, found in landscapes with horizontal strata.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘table,’ from Latin 
mensa

 .





Mesa

 
/ˈmāsə/






a city in south central Arizona, east of Phoenix; pop. 463,552 (est. 2008).









Mesabi Range

 
/məˌsäbē ˈrānj/






low hills in northeastern Minnesota, site of one of the largest iron sources in the world.









mésalliance

 
/ˌmāzəˈlīəns/





I.
 
noun




a marriage with a person thought to be unsuitable or of a lower social position.











– origin

 French, from 
més-

 ‘wrong, misdirected’ + 
alliance

 (see alliance
 ).





Mesa Verde

 
/ˌmāsə ˈvərdē/





I.
 
a high plateau in southern Colorado, with the remains of many prehistoric Pueblo Indian dwellings.







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘green table(land).’






mescal

 
/meˈskal məˈskal/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agave plant, especially one of a type used to make alcoholic drinks.

Also called maguey
 .




2.
 
an alcoholic spirit distilled from the sap of an agave.

Compare with tequila
 , pulque
 .




3.
 
another term for peyote
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Spanish 
mezcal

 , from Nahuatl 
mexcalli

 .






mescal buttons






plural noun




another term for peyote buttons
 .













Mescalero

 
/ˌmeskəˈlerō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of New Mexico.




2.
 
the Athabaskan (Apache) language of the Mescalero.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mescalero or their language.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘people of the mescal,’ with reference to their traditional use of the flesh of the mescal plant as part of their staple diet.





mescaline

 
/ˈmeskəˌlēn ˈmeskələn/






noun




a hallucinogenic and intoxicating compound present in mescal buttons from the peyote cactus.

[Alternative name: 
3,4,5-trimethoxyphenethylamine

 ; chem. formula: (CH3
 O)3
 C6
 H2
 CH2
 CH2
 NH2
 .]













mesclun

 
/ˈmesklən /

 
mesclun salad





I.
 
noun




a salad made from a selection of lettuces with other edible leaves such as dandelion greens, mustard greens, and radicchio.











– origin

 Provençal, literally ‘mixture,’ from 
mesclar

 ‘mix thoroughly.’





Mesdames

 
/māˈdäm/






plural noun



1.
 
plural form of Madame
 .




2.
 


‹formal›

 used as a title to refer to more than one woman simultaneously




•
 
prizes were won by Mesdames Carter, Roseby, and Barrington.



















Mesdemoiselles

 
/ˈmādəm(w)əˌzel, ˈmādˌmwäˌzel/






plural form of Mademoiselle
 .









mesembryanthemum

 
/məˌzembrēˈanTHəməm/





I.
 
noun




a fleshy succulent plant of the carpetweed family, often with showy flowers. Several varieties are grown as ornamentals.

[
Mesembryanthemum

 and related genera (esp. 
Carpobrotus

 ), family 
Aizoaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, based on Greek 
mesēmbria

 ‘noon’ + 
anthemon

 ‘flower.’






mesencephalon

 
/ˌmezənˈsefələn ˌmesənˈsefələn/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 another term for midbrain
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mesencephalic

 
/-ˌensəˈfalik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + encephalon
 .





mesenchyme

 
/ˈmezənˌkīm ˈmesənˌkīm/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 a loosely organized, mainly mesodermal embryonic tissue that develops into connective and skeletal tissues, including blood and lymph.








II.
 
derivatives





mesenchymal

 
/ˌmezˌenˈkīməl, ˌmes- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + 
enkhuma

 ‘infusion.’





mesenteron

 
/məˈzentəˌrän, məˈsent-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the middle section of the intestine, especially in an embryo or in an arthropod.








II.
 
derivatives





mesenteronic

 
/-ˌzentəˈränik, -ˌsent- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + 
enteron

 ‘intestine.’





mesentery

 
/ˈmezənterē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a fold of the peritoneum that attaches the stomach, small intestine, pancreas, spleen, and other organs to the posterior wall of the abdomen.








II.
 
derivatives





mesenteric

 
/ˌmez(ə)nˈterik ˌmes(ə)nˈterik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
mesenterion

 , from 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + 
enteron

 ‘intestine.’





mesh

 
/meSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
material made of a network of wire or thread




•
 
mesh for fishing nets




•
 
finer wire meshes are used for smaller particles.










2.
 
the spacing between the individual strands that form mesh




•
 
if the mesh is too big, small rabbits can squeeze through.










3.
 
an interlaced structure




•
 
cell fragments that agglutinate and form intricate meshes.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used with reference to a complex or constricting situation




•
 
the raveled mesh of events and her own emotions.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a representation of a given shape or form, consisting of an arrangement of a finite set of geometric components.




6.
 


[Computing]

 a computer network in which each computer or processor is connected to a number of others, especially so as to form a multidimensional lattice.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the teeth of a gearwheel) lock together or be engaged with another gearwheel




•
 
one gear 
meshes with

 the input gear.










2.
 
make or become entangled or entwined


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their fingers meshed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I don't want to get meshed in the weeds.










3.
 
be in or bring into harmony


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her memory of events doesn't 
mesh with

 the world around her.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — represent (a geometric object) as a set of finite elements for computational analysis or modeling.








III.
 
phrases





in mesh






(of the teeth of gearwheels) engaged.












IV.
 
derivatives





meshy

 
/ˈmeSHē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from an unrecorded Old English word related to (and perhaps reinforced in Middle English by) Middle Dutch 
maesche

 , of Germanic origin.





meshed

 
/meSHt/






adjective



1.
 
having the form or appearance of a mesh or network




•
 
a meshed grille




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
fine-meshed sieves.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a geometric object) represented by an arrangement of a finite number of geometric components




•
 
a meshed sphere.










3.
 
(of a computer network) consisting of nodes which are each linked to the network via two or more connections, each node typically being connected (directly or indirectly) to every other node




•
 
meshed wireless networks.



















Meshed

 
/məˌSHed/






variant of Mashhad
 .










meshuga

 
/məˈSHo͝oɡə /

 
meshugga
 , meshugah





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) crazy; idiotic




•
 
either a miracle is taking place, or we're all meshuga.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
meshuge

 , from Hebrew.






meshugaas

 
/məSHo͝oɡˈäs/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 mad or idiotic ideas or behavior




•
 
there's method in this man's meshugaas.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: Yiddish, noun from meshuga
 .





meshuggana

 
/məˈSHo͝oɡənə /

 
meshuggener
 , meshugenah





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a mad or idiotic person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: variant of meshuga
 .





meshwork

 
/ˈmeSHˌwərk/






noun




an interlaced structure; a network




•
 
a meshwork of interwoven bars




•
 
naked pipes in a complex meshwork on the ceiling.



















mesial

 
/ˈmezēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of, in, or directed toward the middle line of a body.








II.
 
derivatives





mesially






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + -ial
 .






mesic1


 
/ˈmezik, ˈmē-/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an environment or habitat) containing a moderate amount of moisture.

Compare with hydric
 and xeric
 .











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + -ic
 .





mesic2







adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to a meson.




2.
 


[Physics]

 denoting a system analogous to an atom in which a meson takes the place of either an orbital electron or the nucleus.














Mesmer, Franz Anton

 
/ˈmesmər, ˈmez-/






(1734–1815), Austrian physician. He is noted for introducing a therapeutic technique involving hypnotism.









mesmeric

 
/mezˈmerik mesˈmerik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing a person to become completely transfixed and unaware of anything else around them




•
 
she found herself staring into his mesmeric gaze.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 of, relating to, or produced by mesmerism.








II.
 
derivatives





mesmerically






adverb





















mesmerism

 
/ˈmezməˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the therapeutic system of F. A. Mesmer.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in general use) hypnotism.








II.
 
derivatives





mesmerist

 
/ˈmezm(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after F. A. 
Mesmer

 (see Mesmer, Franz Anton
 ).





mesmerize

 
/ˈmezməˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold the attention of (someone) to the exclusion of all else or so as to transfix them




•
 
she was mesmerized by the blue eyes that stared so intently into her own




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mesmerizing

 )
 
a mesmerizing stare.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 hypnotize (someone).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mesmerization

 
/ˌmezmərəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
mesmerizer






noun













3.
 
mesmerizingly






adverb





















mesne

 
/mēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 intermediate.











– origin

 late Middle English (as adverb and noun): from legal French, variant of Anglo-Norman French 
meen

 ‘middle’ (see mean
 3
 ).





mesne profits






plural noun






[Law]

 the profits of an estate received by a tenant in wrongful possession and recoverable by the landlord.














meso-





I.
 
combining form




middle; intermediate




•
 
mesomorph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle.’





Meso-America

 
/ˈmezō, ˈmesō/





I.
 
the central region of America, from central Mexico to Nicaragua, especially as a region of ancient civilizations and native cultures before the arrival of the Spanish.




II.
 
derivatives





Meso-American






adjective, noun





















mesoblast

 
/ˈmezōˌblast ˈmesəˌblast/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 the mesoderm of an embryo in its earliest stages.








II.
 
derivatives





mesoblastic

 
/ˌmezəˈblastik, ˌmē- /






adjective





















mesocarp

 
/ˈmezəkärp ˈmesəˌkärp/






noun






[Botany]

 the middle layer of the pericarp of a fruit, between the endocarp and the exocarp.













mesocephalic

 
/ˈmezəsəˈfalik, ˌmē-/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 having a head of medium proportions, not markedly brachycephalic or dolichocephalic.








II.
 
derivatives





mesocephaly

 
/-ˈsefəlē /






noun





















mesocyclone

 
/ˌmezəˈsīklōn, ˌmesə-, ˌmēzə-, ˌmēsə-/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a cyclonic air mass associated with a supercell; its presence is a condition for a tornado warning.











– origin

 late 20th cent.






mesoderm

 
/ˈmezəˌdərm ˈmesəˌdərm/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 the middle layer of an embryo in early development, between the endoderm and ectoderm.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mesodermal

 
/ˌmezəˈdəməl, mē- /






adjective













2.
 
mesodermic

 
/-ˈdərmik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from meso-
 ‘middle’ + Greek 
derma

 ‘skin.’





mesogastrium

 
/ˌmezəˈɡastrēəm, ˌmē-/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the middle region of the abdomen between the epigastrium and the hypogastrium.








II.
 
derivatives





mesogastric

 
/-trik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from meso-
 ‘middle’ + Greek 
gastēr

 , 
gastr-

 ‘stomach.’






mesokurtic

 
/ˌmezəˈkərtik, ˌmē-/





I.
 
adjective






[Statistics]

 (of a frequency distribution or its graphical representation) having the same kurtosis as the normal distribution.

Compare with leptokurtic
 , platykurtic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mesokurtosis

 
/ˌmezəkərˈtōsis, ˌmē- /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from meso-
 ‘middle’ + Greek 
kurtos

 ‘bulging’ + -ic
 .






mesolect

 
/ˈmezəˌlekt, ˈmesə-, ˈmēzə-, ˈmēsə-/





I.
 
noun




(relative to the acrolect and the basilect) an intermediate dialect or variety of a particular language (used especially in the study of Creoles).








II.
 
derivatives





mesolectal

 
/ˌmezəˈlektəl, ˌmesə-, ˌmēzə-, ˌmēsə- /






adjective





















Mesolithic

 
/ˌmezəˈliTHik ˌmesəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the middle part of the Stone Age, between the Paleolithic and Neolithic.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Mesolithic

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Mesolithic period.

Also called Middle Stone Age
 .





In Europe, the Mesolithic falls between the end of the last glacial period (
c.

 8500 
BC

 ) and the beginnings of agriculture. Mesolithic people lived by hunting, gathering, and fishing, and the period is characterized by the use of microliths and the first domestication of an animal (the dog).







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from meso-
 ‘middle’ + Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -ic
 .





mesomerism

 
/məˈsäməˌrizəm, -ˈzä-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 old-fashioned term for resonance
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mesomeric

 
/ˌmezəˈmerik, ˌmes- /






adjective






















mesomorph

 
/ˈmezəˌmôrf ˈmēzəˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a person with a compact and muscular body build.

Compare with ectomorph
 and endomorph
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mesomorphic

 
/ˈˌmezəˈmôrfik ˈˌmesəˈmôrfik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: 
meso-

 from 
mesodermal

 (being the layer of the embryo giving rise to physical characteristics that predominate) + -morph
 .






meson

 
/ˈmēzän ˈmāˌzän ˈmēˌsän ˈmāˌsän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle that is intermediate in mass between an electron and a proton and transmits the strong interaction that binds nucleons together in the atomic nucleus.








II.
 
derivatives





mesonic

 
/meˈzänik, mā-, mē- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from meso-
 ‘intermediate’ + -on
 .





mesopause

 
/ˈmezəˌpôz, ˈmē-/






noun




the boundary in the earth's atmosphere between the mesosphere and the thermosphere, at which the temperature stops decreasing with increasing height and begins to increase.













mesopelagic

 
/ˌmezəpəˈlajik, ˌmē-/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of fish and other organisms) inhabiting the intermediate depths of the sea, approximately 650–3,300 feet (200–1,000 m) below the surface.













mesophyll

 
/ˈmezəˌfil ˈmesəˌfil ˈmēzəˌfil/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the inner tissue (parenchyma) of a leaf, containing many chloroplasts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mesophyllic

 
/ˌmezəˈfilik, ˌmē- /






adjective













2.
 
mesophyllous

 
/ˌmezəˈfiləs, ˌmē- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from meso-
 ‘middle’ + Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’





mesophyte

 
/ˈmezəfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant needing only a moderate amount of water.








II.
 
derivatives





mesophytic

 
/ˌmezəˈfitik, ˌmē- /






adjective





















Mesopotamia

 
/ˌmesəpəˈtāmēə/





I.
 
an ancient region of southwestern Asia in present-day Iraq, lying between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Its alluvial plains were the site of the civilizations of Akkad, Sumer, Babylonia, and Assyria.




II.
 
derivatives





Mesopotamian






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + 
potamos

 ‘river.’





mesosaur

 
/ˈmezəˌsôr, ˈmē- /

 
mesosaurus





I.
 
noun




an extinct small aquatic reptile of the early Permian period, with an elongated body, flattened tail, and a long narrow snout with numerous needlelike teeth.

[Genus 
Mesosaurus

 , order 
Mesosauria

 , subclass 
Anapsida

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





mesosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: modern Latin, from Greek 
mesos

 ‘middle’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





mesoscale

 
/ˈmezəˌskāl, ˈmē-/






noun






[chiefly Meteorology]

 an intermediate scale, especially that between the scales of weather systems and of microclimates, on which storms and other phenomena occur.













mesosphere

 
/ˈmezəˌsfir ˈmēzəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun




the region of the earth's atmosphere above the stratosphere and below the thermosphere, between about 30 and 50 miles (50 and 80 km) in altitude.








II.
 
derivatives





mesospheric

 
/ˌmezəˈsfi(ə)rik, ˌmē- /






adjective





















mesothelioma

 
/ˌmezōˌTHēlēˈōmə ˌmesōˌTHēlēˈōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a cancer of mesothelial tissue, associated especially with exposure to asbestos.













mesothelium

 
/ˌmezəˈTHēlēəm ˌmēzəˈTHēlēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the epithelium that lines the pleurae, peritoneum, and pericardium.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Embryology]

 the surface layer of the embryonic mesoderm, from which this is derived.








II.
 
derivatives





mesothelial

 
/ˌmezəˈTHēlēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from meso-
 ‘middle’ + a shortened form of epithelium
 .





mesotherapy

 
/ˌmezəˈTHerəpē ˌmesəˈTHerəpē ˌmēzəˈTHerəpē/






noun




(in cosmetic surgery) a procedure in which multiple tiny injections of pharmaceuticals, vitamins, etc., are delivered into the mesodermal layer of tissue under the skin, to promote the loss of fat or cellulite.













mesothorax

 
/ˌmezōˈTHôraks/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the middle segment of the thorax of an insect, bearing the forewings or elytra.








II.
 
derivatives





mesothoracic

 
/-THəˈrasik /






adjective





















mesozoan

 
/ˌmezəˈzōən, ˌmē-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a minute worm that is an internal parasite of marine invertebrates. It lacks any internal organs other than reproductive cells, and dissolved nutrients are absorbed directly from the host's tissues.

[Phyla 
Orthonectida

 and 
Rhombozoa

 ; formerly placed together in the phylum 
Mesozoa

 , which was thought to be intermediate between protozoans and metazoans.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Mesozoa

 (from 
mesos

 ‘intermediate’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal’) + -an
 .






Mesozoic

 
/ˌmezəˈzōik ˌmēzəˈzōik ˌmesəˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the era between the Paleozoic and Cenozoic eras, comprising the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Mesozoic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Mesozoic era or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Mesozoic lasted from about 245 million to 65 million years ago. Large reptiles were dominant on land and sea throughout this time; vegetation had become abundant, and the first mammals, birds, and flowering plants appeared.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from meso-
 ‘intermediate’ + Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal’ (referring to the appearance of the first mammals) + -ic
 .





mesquite

 
/meˈskēt/





I.
 
noun




a spiny tree or shrub of the pea family, native to arid regions of southwestern US and Mexico. It yields useful timber, tanbark, medicinal products, and edible pods. The timber is used for fencing and flooring, and burned in barbecues as flavoring.

[Genus 
Prosopis

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
P. glandulosa

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Mexican Spanish 
mezquite

 .





Mesquite

 
/məˈskēt/






a city in northeastern Texas, east of Dallas; pop. 132,123 (est. 2008).









mesquite bean






noun




an edible pod from the mesquite that can be eaten whole, used to produce flour, or fed to animals.














mess

 
/mes/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a dirty or untidy state of things or of a place




•
 
she made a mess of the kitchen




•
 
my hair was a mess.










2.
 
a thing or collection of things causing an untidy or dirty state




•
 
she replaced the jug and mopped up the mess.










3.
 
a person who is dirty or untidy




•
 
I look a mess.










4.
 
a portion of semisolid or pulpy food, especially one that looks unappetizing




•
 
a mess of mashed black beans and rice.










5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — used euphemistically to refer to the excrement of a domestic animal




•
 
dog mess.










6.
 
a situation or state of affairs that is confused or full of difficulties




•
 
the economy is still in a terrible mess.










7.
 
a person whose life or affairs are confused or troubled




•
 
he needs treatment of some kind—he's a real mess.










8.
 
a building or room in which members of the armed forces take their meals; mess hall




•
 
the sergeants' mess.










9.
 
a meal taken there.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make untidy or dirty




•
 
you've 
messed up

 my beautiful carpet.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a domestic animal) defecate




•
 
they had some problems with dogs messing in the store.










3.
 
make dirty by defecating




•
 
he feared he would mess the bed.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take one's meals in a particular place or with a particular person, especially in an armed forces' mess




•
 
I messed at first with Harry, who was to become a lifelong friend




•
 
they messed together.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a mess






create a dirty or untidy state




•
 
all the eggs broke and made a mess.















2.
 
make a mess of





a.
 
ruin or spoil (something)




•
 
he ends up making a mess of the story.










b.
 
do (something) very badly or ineptly




•
 
leaders made a mess of dealing with the aftermath.















3.
 
mess with someone's head








(US)

 
‹informal›

 cause someone to feel frustrated, anxious, or upset.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
mess around/about





a.
 
behave in a silly or playful way, especially so as to cause irritation.




b.
 
spend time doing something in a pleasantly desultory way, with no definite purpose or serious intent




•
 
messing about in boats.















2.
 
mess around/about with





a.
 
interfere with




•
 
we don't want outsiders messing around with our schools.










b.
 


‹informal›

 engage in a sexual relationship with (someone, especially the partner of another person).









3.
 
mess up








‹informal›

 mishandle a situation




•
 
he singled out the health care fiasco as an example of how the government has messed up.















4.
 
mess someone up





a.
 


‹informal›

 cause someone emotional or psychological problems




•
 
I was unhappy and really messed up.










b.
 


(US)

 inflict violence or injury on someone




•
 
the wreck messed him up so much that he can't walk.















5.
 
mess something up








‹informal›

 cause something to be spoiled by inept handling




•
 
an error like that could easily mess up an entire day's work.















6.
 
mess with








‹informal›

 meddle or interfere with so as to spoil or cause trouble




•
 
stop messing with things you don't understand.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mes

 ‘portion of food,’ from late Latin 
missum

 ‘something put on the table,’ past participle of 
mittere

 ‘send, put.’ The original sense was ‘a serving of food,’ also ‘a serving of liquid or pulpy food,’ later ‘liquid food for an animal’; this gave rise (early 19th cent.) to the senses ‘unappetizing concoction’ and ‘predicament,’ on which sense 1 is based. In late Middle English the term also denoted any of the small groups into which the company at a banquet was divided (who were served from the same dishes); hence, ‘a group of people who regularly eat together’ (recorded in military use from the mid 16th cent).






message

 
/ˈmesij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a verbal, written, or recorded communication sent to or left for a recipient who cannot be contacted directly




•
 
if I'm not there, leave a message on the voice mail.










2.
 
an official or formal communication, especially a speech delivered by a head of state to a legislative assembly or the public




•
 
the president's message to Congress.










3.
 
an email or similar electronic communication.




4.
 
an electronic communication generated automatically by a computer program and displayed on a screen




•
 
an error message.










5.
 
a significant point or central theme, especially one that has political, social, or moral importance




•
 
a campaign to get the message about home security across.










6.
 
a divinely inspired communication from a prophet or preacher.




7.
 


(US)

 a television or radio commercial




•
 
we will return after these messages.










8.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an errand




•
 
all she did was make the tea and run messages.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get the message








‹informal›

 infer an implication from a remark or action.









2.
 
send a message






make a significant statement, either implicitly or by one's actions




•
 
the elections sent a message to political quarters that the party was riding a wave of popularity.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
missus

 , past participle of 
mittere

 ‘send.’





message-bearer

 
message-carrier






noun




a person who carries a message or is employed to carry messages.














message board






noun






[Computing]

 an Internet site where people can post and read messages, usually on a specific topic or area of interest.

Compare with bulletin board
 .













message box






noun






[Computing]

 a small box that appears on a computer screen to inform the user of something, such as the occurrence of an error.














message switching

 
/ˈmesij ˈswiCHiNG/






noun






[Computing]

 
[Telecommunications]

 a mode of data transmission in which a message is sent as a complete unit and routed via a number of intermediate nodes at which it is stored and then forwarded.













messaging

 
/ˈmesijiNG/






noun




the sending and processing of email and similar electronic communications.













Messeigneurs

 
/ˌmāsānˈyər(z)/






plural form of Monseigneur
 .









messenger

 
/ˈmes(ə)njər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who carries a message or is employed to carry messages.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a substance that conveys information or a stimulus within the body.




3.
 
(also 
messenger line

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 an endless rope, cable, or chain used with a capstan to haul an anchor cable or to drive a powered winch.




4.
 
a light line used to haul or support a larger cable.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 send (a document or package) by messenger




•
 
could you have it messengered over to me?














III.
 
phrases





shoot (or kill) the messenger






treat the bearer of bad news as if they were to blame for it.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
messanger

 , variant of Old French 
messager

 , from Latin 
missus

 (see message
 ).





messenger bag






noun




a large bag with a long strap, worn across the body.













messenger RNA

 
/ˈˌmesnjər ˌär ˌen ˈā /

 
mRNA






noun




the form of RNA in which genetic information transcribed from DNA as a sequence of bases is transferred to a ribosome.













Messerschmidt, Willy

 
/ˈmesərˌSHmit/






(1898–1978), German aircraft designer and industrialist; full name 
Wilhelm Emil Messerschmidt

 . The Messerschmidt 109 became the standard fighter of the Luftwaffe during World War II.









mess hall

 
/ˈmes ˌhôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a room or building where groups of people, especially soldiers, eat together.













Messiaen, Olivier

 
/mesˈyäN/






(1908–92), French composer; full name 
Olivier Eugène Prosper Charles Messiaen

 . His music was influenced by Greek and Hindu rhythms, birdsong, Stravinsky, Debussy, and his Roman Catholic faith.










messiah

 
/məˈsīə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Messiah

 )
 — the promised deliverer of the Jewish nation prophesied in the Hebrew Bible.




2.
 
Jesus regarded by Christians as the Messiah of the Hebrew prophecies and the savior of humankind.




3.
 
a leader or savior of a particular group or cause




•
 
he was regarded as a messiah by liberal and conservatives alike.














II.
 
derivatives





messiahship

 
/məˈsīəˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
Messias

 : via late Latin and Greek from Hebrew 
māšīaḥ

 ‘anointed.’





messianic

 
/ˌmesēˈanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Messiah




•
 
the messianic role of Jesus.










2.
 
inspired by hope or belief in a messiah




•
 
the messianic expectations of that time.










3.
 
fervent or passionate




•
 
an admirable messianic zeal.














II.
 
derivatives





messianism

 
/məˈsīəˌniz(ə)m /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
messianique

 , from 
Messie

 (see messiah
 ), on the pattern of 
rabbinique

 ‘rabbinical.’





Messidor

 
/ˌmesiˈdôr/





I.
 
noun




the tenth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from June 19 to July 18.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
messis

 ‘harvest’ + Greek 
dōron

 ‘gift.’





Messier, Charles

 
/ˈmesēˌā, mesˈyā/






(1730–1817), French astronomer. He discovered a number of nebulae, galaxies, and star clusters, which he designated by M numbers.










Messieurs

 
/məsˈyœ(r)(z), mās-, məˈsi(ə)r(z) /






plural form of Monsieur
 .









Messina

 
/məˈsēnə/






a city in northeastern Sicily, on the Strait of Messina; pop. 243,381 (2008).









Messina, Strait of






a channel that separates the island of Sicily from the “toe” of Italy. It forms a link between the Tyrrhenian and Ionian seas. The strait, which is 20 miles (32 km) long, is noted for the strength of its currents.









mess jacket

 
/ˈmes ˌjakət/






noun




a short jacket worn by a military officer on formal occasions.













mess kit

 
/ˈmes ˌkit/






noun




a set of cooking and eating utensils, as used especially by soldiers, scouts, or campers.













messmate

 
/ˈmesmāt/






noun




a person with whom one takes meals, especially in the armed forces.













Messrs.





I.
 
plural noun






‹dated›

 
(or chiefly Brit.)

 used as a title to refer formally to more than one man simultaneously, or in names of companies




•
 
Messrs. Sotheby.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: abbreviation of Messieurs
 .





messuage

 
/ˈmeswij/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a dwelling house with outbuildings and land assigned to its use.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, based on Latin 
manere

 ‘dwell.’





messy

 
/ˈmesē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
untidy or dirty




•
 
his messy hair.










2.
 
generating or involving mess or untidiness




•
 
stripping wallpaper can be a messy job.










3.
 
(of a situation) confused and difficult to deal with




•
 
a messy divorce.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
messily

 
/ˈmesəlē /






adverb













2.
 
messiness

 
/ˈmesēnəs /






noun





















mestiza

 
/məˈstēzə/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin America) a woman of mixed race, especially the offspring of a Spaniard and an American Indian.











– origin

 Spanish, feminine of 
mestizo

 (see mestizo
 ).






mestizo

 
/meˈstēzō məˈstēzō/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin America) a man of mixed race, especially the offspring of a Spaniard and an American Indian.











– origin

 Spanish, ‘mixed,’ based on Latin 
mixtus

 .





met

 
/met/






past and past participle of meet
 1
 .









Met

 
/met/






abbreviation



1.
 


‹informal›

 the Metropolitan Opera House in New York City.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.













met.






abbreviation



1.
 
metaphor.




2.
 
metaphysics.




3.
 
meteorology.




4.
 
metropolitan.













met-






combining form




variant spelling of meta-
 shortened before a vowel or 
h

 (as in 
metonym

 ).













meta

 
/ˈmedə/





I.
 
noun




short for meta key
 .








II.
 
adjective






(US)

 (of a creative work) referring to itself or to the conventions of its genre; self-referential.











– origin

 1980s: from 
meta-

 in the sense ‘beyond.’






meta-

 
met-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a change of position or condition




•
 
metamorphosis




•
 
metathesis.










2.
 
denoting position behind, after, or beyond




•
 
metacarpus.










3.
 
denoting something of a higher or second-order kind




•
 
metalanguage




•
 
metonym.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting substitution at two carbon atoms separated by one other in a benzene ring, e.g., in 1,3 positions




•
 
metadichlorobenzene.







Compare with ortho-
 and para-
 1
 .




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a compound formed by dehydration




•
 
metaphosphoric acid.

















– origin

 from Greek 
meta

 ‘with, across, after.’





metabolic

 
/ˌmedəˈbälik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or deriving from the metabolism of a living organism




•
 
a metabolic disorder.














II.
 
derivatives





metabolically

 
/ˌmedəˈbälək(ə)lē /






adverb





















metabolic rate






noun




the rate at which metabolism occurs in a living organism




•
 
many people come into my office convinced that they have a low metabolic rate.



















metabolic syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 a cluster of biochemical and physiological abnormalities associated with the development of cardiovascular disease and type 2 diabetes




•
 
the new research may suggest treatments to combat metabolic syndrome, such as anti-inflammatory drugs.




















metabolism

 
/məˈtabəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the chemical processes that occur within a living organism in order to maintain life.

Two kinds of metabolism are often distinguished: 
constructive metabolism

 , the synthesis of the proteins, carbohydrates, and fats that form tissue and store energy, and 
destructive metabolism

 , the breakdown of complex substances and the consequent production of energy and waste matter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
metabolē

 ‘change’ (from 
metaballein

 ‘to change’) + -ism
 .





metabolite

 
/məˈtabəˌlīt/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance formed in or necessary for metabolism.













metabolize

 
/məˈtabəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a body or organ) process (a substance) by metabolism.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a substance) undergo processing by metabolism




•
 
the refined foods soon metabolize.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metabolizable






adjective













2.
 
metabolizer






noun






















metabolome

 
/məˈtabəˌlōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the total number of metabolites present within an organism, cell, or tissue.




•
 
water composition had a significant effect on the fish liver metabolome.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of metabolism
 and genome
 .





metabolomics

 
/məˌtabəˈlämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the scientific study of the set of metabolites present within an organism, cell, or tissue.




•
 
the potential of metabolomics in the early detection of cancer is also being explored.














II.
 
derivatives





metabolomic






adjective



















– origin

 1990s: from metabolome
 + -ics
 , on the pattern of genomics
 .





metacarpal

 
/ˌmedəˈkärpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the five bones of the hand.




2.
 
any of the bones in an animal's forelimb equivalent to the metacarpals.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the metacarpals.













metacarpus

 
/ˌmedəˈkärpəs/





I.
 
noun




the group of five bones of the hand between the wrist (carpus) and the fingers.











– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, alteration of Greek 
metakarpion

 .





metacenter

 
/ˈmedəˌsen(t)ər /

 


‹Brit.›

 metacentre





I.
 
noun




the point of intersection between a vertical line through the center of buoyancy of a floating body such as a ship and a vertical line through the new center of buoyancy when the body is tilted, which must be above the center of gravity to ensure stability.








II.
 
derivatives





metacentric

 
/ˌmetəˈsentrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
métacentre

 (see meta-
 , center
 ).





metachromasia

 
/ˌmedəkrōˈmāZH(ē)ə /

 
metachromasy





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the property of certain biological materials of staining a different color from that of the stain used.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the property of certain stains of changing color in the presence of certain biological materials.








II.
 
derivatives





metachromatic

 
/-krōˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from meta-
 (expressing change) + Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color.’





metacognition

 
/ˌmedəˌkäɡˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 awareness and understanding of one's own thought processes.








II.
 
derivatives





metacognitive

 
/-ˈkäɡnətiv /






adjective





















Metacomet

 
/ˈmedəˌkämit/






see Philip, King
 .









metadata

 
/ˈmedəˌdādə ˈmedəˌdadə/






noun




a set of data that describes and gives information about other data.













metafiction

 
/ˈmedəˌfikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




fiction in which the author self-consciously alludes to the artificiality or literariness of a work by parodying or departing from novelistic conventions (especially naturalism) and traditional narrative techniques.








II.
 
derivatives





metafictional

 
/ˌmetəˈfikSHənl /






adjective





















metafile

 
/ˈmedəˌfīl/






noun






[Computing]

 a piece of graphical information stored in a format that can be exchanged between different systems or software.













metage

 
/ˈmedij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the official weighing of loads of coal, grain, or other material.




2.
 
the duty paid for this.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from mete
 1
 + -age
 .





metagenesis

 
/ˌmedəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the alternation of generations between sexual and asexual reproduction.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin.





Metairie

 
/ˈmedərē/






a community in southeastern Louisiana, northwest of New Orleans; pop. 146,136 (2000).










meta key






noun






[Computing]

 a function key on a keyboard that is activated by simultaneously holding down a control key.














metal

 
/ˈmedl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid material that is typically hard, shiny, malleable, fusible, and ductile, with good electrical and thermal conductivity (e.g., iron, gold, silver, copper, and aluminum, and alloys such as brass and steel)




•
 
vessels made of ceramics or metal




•
 
being a metal, aluminum readily conducts heat.










2.
 


[Heraldry]

 gold and silver (as tinctures in blazoning).




3.
 
(also 
road metal

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 broken stone for use in making roads.




4.
 
molten glass before it is blown or cast.




5.
 
heavy metal or similar rock music.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
metaled

 )


1.
 
make out of or coat with metal




•
 
metaled key rings.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 make or mend (a road) with road metal




•
 
follow the metalled road for about 200 yards.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
metal

 or Latin 
metallum

 , from Greek 
metallon

 ‘mine, quarry, or metal.’






metal.

 
metall.






abbreviation




metallurgical or metallurgy.














metalanguage

 
/ˈmedəˌlaNG(ɡ)wij/






noun



1.
 
a form of language or set of terms used for the description or analysis of another language.

Compare with object language
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 


[Logic]

 a system of propositions about propositions.













metal detector






noun




an electronic device that gives an audible or other signal when it is close to metal, used for example to search for buried objects or to detect hidden weapons.













metalflake

 
/ˈmedlˌflāk/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a metalized film added to paint to increase protection against rust.











– origin

 1950s: from 
Metalflake

 , a trademark.





metalhead

 
/ˈmedlˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a fan or performer of heavy metal music.













metalinguistics

 
/ˌmedəliNGˈɡwistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics that deals with metalanguages, self-reference in language, and the philosophy of science as it applies to linguistics.








II.
 
derivatives





metalinguistic

 
/ˌmedəˌliNGˈɡwistik /






adjective





















metalize

 
/ˈmedlˌīz /

 
metallize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat with a thin layer of metal.




2.
 
make metallic in form or appearance.








II.
 
derivatives





metalization

 
/ˌmedləˈzāSHən ˌmedlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















metall.






abbreviation




variant spelling of metal.














metallic

 
/məˈtalik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling metal or metals




•
 
metallic alloys




•
 
a curious metallic taste.










2.
 
(of sound) resembling that produced by metal objects striking each other; sharp and ringing




•
 
the terrifying, metallic clamor of the fire-engine bell.










3.
 
(of a person's voice); emanating or as if emanating via an electronic medium




•
 
a metallic voice rasped tinnily from a concealed speaker.










4.
 
having the sheen or luster of metal




•
 
a metallic green sports car.














II.
 
noun




a paint, fiber, fabric, or color with a metallic sheen




•
 
dresses that shine with sequins and metallics.














III.
 
derivatives





metallically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
metallikos

 , from 
metallon

 (see metal
 ).





metallicity

 
/ˌmedlˈisədē/






noun



1.
 
the property of being metallic.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the proportion of the material of a star or other celestial object that is in elements other than hydrogen or helium.













metalliferous

 
/ˌmed(ə)lˈif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of deposits of minerals) containing or producing metal.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
metallifer

 ‘metal-bearing’ + -ous
 .





metalline

 
/ˈmedlˌən/






adjective






‹rare›

 metallic.













metallogenic

 
/məˌtaləˈjenik/






adjective






[Geology]

 of or relating to the formation or occurrence of deposits of metals or their ores.













metallography

 
/ˌmedlˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the descriptive science of the structure and properties of metals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metallographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
metallographic

 
/ˈmetl-əˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
metallographical

 
/ˌmetl-əˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
metallographically

 
/ˌmetl-əˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















metalloid

 
/ˈmedlˌoid/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an element (e.g., germanium or silicon) whose properties are intermediate between those of metals and solid nonmetals. They are electrical semiconductors.













metallurgy

 
/ˈmedlˌərjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science and technology concerned with the properties of metals and their production and purification.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metallurgic

 
/ˌmedlˈərjik /






adjective













2.
 
metallurgical

 
/ˌmedlˈərjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
metallurgically






adverb













4.
 
metallurgist

 
/ˈmedlˌərjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
metallon

 ‘metal’ + 
-ourgia

 ‘working.’





metalmark

 
/ˈmedlˌmärk/






noun




a butterfly with brilliant metallic markings on the wings, found chiefly in tropical America.

[Family 
Riodinidae

 : several genera.]













metalware

 
/ˈmedlˌwer/






noun




utensils or other articles made of metal.













metalwork

 
/ˈmedlˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of making things out of metal.




2.
 
metal objects collectively




•
 
a wealth of fine metalwork, including a sword.










3.
 
the metal part of a construction




•
 
engineers spotted cracks in the metalwork.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metalworker

 
/ˈmedlˌwərkər /






noun













2.
 
metalworking






noun





















metamaterial

 
/ˈmedəməˌtirēəl/






noun






[Physics]

 a synthetic composite material with a structure such that it exhibits properties not usually found in natural materials, especially a negative refractive index.




•
 
the team began making these metamaterials and demonstrated several that scattered electromagnetic waves unlike any known materials.



















metamathematics

 
/ˌmedəˌmaTH(ə)ˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the field of study that deals with the structure and formal properties of mathematics and similar formal systems.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metamathematical

 
/-ˈmatikəl /






adjective













2.
 
metamathematician

 
/-məˈtiSHən /






noun






















metamere

 
/ˈmedəmir/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 another term for somite
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from meta-
 ‘together with’ + Greek 
meros

 ‘part.’





metameric

 
/ˌmedəˈmerik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or consisting of several similar segments or somites.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹dated›

 having the same proportional composition and molecular weight, but different functional groups and chemical properties; isomeric.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metamer

 
/ˈmedəmər /






noun













2.
 
metamerism

 
/məˈtaməˌrizəm /






noun





















metamessage

 
/ˈmedəˌmesij/






noun




an underlying meaning or implicit message, especially in advertising.













metamorphic

 
/ˌmedəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 denoting rock that has undergone transformation by heat, pressure, or other natural agencies, e.g., in the folding of strata or the nearby intrusion of igneous rocks.




2.
 
of or marked by metamorphosis




•
 
the shift from dead stillness to hurricane-force winds was as metamorphic as Jekyll to Hyde.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from meta-
 (denoting a change of condition) + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form’ + -ic
 .





metamorphism

 
/ˌmedəˈmôrfizəm/






noun






[Geology]

 alteration of the composition or structure of a rock by heat, pressure, or other natural agency.













metamorphose

 
/ˌmedəˈmôrˌfōz ˌmedəˈmôrˌfōs/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an insect or amphibian) undergo metamorphosis, especially into the adult form




•
 
feed the larvae to your fish before they 
metamorphose into

 adults.










2.
 
change or cause to change completely in form or nature




•
 
a father seeing his daughter 
metamorphosing from

 girl 
into

 woman.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Geology]

 subject (rock) to metamorphism


(as 
adj.

 
metamorphosed

 )


•
 
a metamorphosed sandstone.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
métamorphoser

 , from 
métamorphose

 (see metamorphosis
 ).






metamorphosis

 
/ˌmedəˈmôrfəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (in an insect or amphibian) the process of transformation from an immature form to an adult form in two or more distinct stages.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a change of the form or nature of a thing or person into a completely different one, by natural or supernatural means




•
 
his metamorphosis from presidential candidate to talk-show host.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
metamorphōsis

 , from 
metamorphoun

 ‘transform, change shape.’





metanarrative

 
/ˈmedəˌnerədiv/






noun



1.
 
a narrative account that experiments with or explores the idea of storytelling, often by drawing attention to its own artificiality




•
 
Don Quixote is a work of fiction but also a metanarrative.










2.
 
an overarching account or interpretation of events and circumstances that provides a pattern or structure for people’s beliefs and gives meaning to their experiences




•
 
traditional religions provide stories that deliver a metanarrative about how we should live our lives.



















metanoia

 
/ˌmedəˈnoiə/





I.
 
noun




change in one's way of life resulting from penitence or spiritual conversion.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, from 
metanoein

 ‘change one's mind.’





metaphase

 
/ˈmedəˌfāz/






noun






[Biology]

 the second stage of cell division, between prophase and anaphase, during which the chromosomes become attached to the spindle fibers.













metaphor

 
/ˈmedəˌfôr ˈmedəˌfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally applicable




•
 
“I had fallen through a trapdoor of depression,” said Mark, who was fond of theatrical metaphors




•
 
her poetry depends on suggestion and metaphor.










2.
 
a thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something else, especially something abstract




•
 
the amounts of money being lost by the company were enough to make it a 
metaphor for

 an industry that was teetering.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
métaphore

 , via Latin from Greek 
metaphora

 , from 
metapherein

 ‘to transfer.’





metaphorical

 
/ˌmedəˈfôrik(ə)l /

 
metaphoric






adjective




characteristic of or relating to metaphor; figurative




•
 
many of our metaphorical expressions develop from our perceptions of the body.



















metaphorically

 
/ˈˌmedəˈfôrək(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that uses or relates to metaphor; figuratively




•
 
speaking metaphorically, my dad said I'd just won the lottery




•
 
he seems, literally and metaphorically, lost.



















metaphosphoric acid

 
/ˌmetəˌfäsˌfôrik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a glassy deliquescent solid obtained by heating orthophosphoric acid.

[A polymer; chem. formula (HPO3
 )n
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





metaphosphate

 
/-ˈfäsˌfāt /






noun





















metaphrase

 
/ˈmedəˌfrāz/





I.
 
noun




a literal, word-for-word translation, as opposed to a paraphrase.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter the phrasing or language of.








III.
 
derivatives





metaphrastic

 
/ˌmetəˈfrastik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a metrical translation): from Greek 
metaphrazein

 , literally ‘word differently.’





metaphysic

 
/ˌmedəˈfizik/






noun




a system of metaphysics.













metaphysical

 
/ˌmedəˈfizək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to metaphysics




•
 
the essentially metaphysical question of the nature of the mind.










2.
 
based on abstract (typically, excessively abstract) reasoning




•
 
an empiricist rather than a metaphysical view of law.










3.
 
transcending physical matter or the laws of nature




•
 
Good and Evil are inextricably linked in a metaphysical battle across space and time.










4.
 
of or characteristic of the metaphysical poets.








II.
 
noun




the metaphysical poets.








III.
 
derivatives





metaphysically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















metaphysical poets






a group of 17th-century poets whose work is characterized by the use of complex and elaborate images or conceits, typically using an intellectual form of argumentation to express emotional states. Members of the group include John Donne, George Herbert, Henry Vaughan, and Andrew Marvell.









metaphysics

 
/ˌmedəˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of philosophy that deals with the first principles of things, including abstract concepts such as being, knowing, substance, cause, identity, time, and space.




2.
 
abstract theory or talk with no basis in reality




•
 
his concept of society as an organic entity is, for market liberals, simply metaphysics.











Metaphysics has two main strands: that which holds that what exists lies beyond experience (as argued by Plato), and that which holds that objects of experience constitute the only reality (as argued by Kant, the logical positivists, and Hume). Metaphysics has also concerned itself with a discussion of whether what exists is made of one substance or many, and whether what exists is inevitable or driven by chance.




II.
 
derivatives





metaphysician

 
/ˌmedəfəˈziSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: representing medieval Latin 
metaphysica

 (neuter plural), based on Greek 
ta meta ta phusika

 ‘the things after the Physics,’ referring to the sequence of Aristotle's works: the title came to denote the branch of study treated in the books, later interpreted as meaning ‘the science of things transcending what is physical or natural.’





metaplasia

 
/ˌmedəˈplāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 abnormal change in the nature of a tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





metaplastic

 
/ˌmedəˈplastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from German 
Metaplase

 , based on Greek 
metaplassein

 ‘mold into a new form.’





metapsychology

 
/ˌmedəˌsīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




speculation concerning mental processes and the mind–body relationship, beyond what can be studied experimentally.








II.
 
derivatives





metapsychological

 
/-ˌsīkəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















Meta River

 
/ˌmādə ˈrivər/






a river that flows northeast for 650 miles (1,050 km) from central Colombia into the Orinoco River and that forms part of the Colombia-Venezuela boundary.









metarule

 
/ˈmedəˌro͞ol/






noun




a rule governing the content, form, or application of other rules




•
 
three particular metarules of international law provide especially weak support.




















metasequoia

 
/ˌmedəsiˈkwoiə/






noun




another term for dawn redwood
 .













metasomatism

 
/ˌmedəˈsōməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 change in the composition of a rock as a result of the introduction or removal of chemical constituents.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metasomatic

 
/-səˈmatik /






adjective













2.
 
metasomatize

 
/-ˈsōməˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from meta-
 (expressing change) + Greek 
sōma

 , 
somat-

 ‘body’ + -ism
 .





metastable

 
/ˈmedəstābəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 (of a state of equilibrium) stable provided it is subjected to no more than small disturbances.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a substance or particle) theoretically unstable but so long-lived as to be stable for practical purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





metastability

 
/-stəˈbilətē /






noun





















metastasis

 
/məˈtastəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the development of secondary malignant growths at a distance from a primary site of cancer.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a metastatic growth.








II.
 
derivatives





metastatic

 
/ˌmedəˈstadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a rhetorical term, meaning ‘rapid transition from one point to another’): from Greek, literally ‘removal or change,’ from 
methistanai

 ‘to change.’





metastasize

 
/məˈtastəˌsīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a cancer) spread to other sites in the body by metastasis




•
 
cancers that metastasize to the brain.



















metatarsal

 
/ˌmedəˈtärs(ə)l/






noun



1.
 
any of the bones of the foot (metatarsus).




2.
 
any of the equivalent bones in an animal's hind limb.













metatarsus

 
/ˌmedəˈtärsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the group of bones in the foot, between the ankle and the toes.




2.
 
the part of the foot between the ankle and the toes.











– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin (see meta-
 , tarsus
 ).





metate

 
/məˈtätā /

 
metate stone





I.
 
noun




(in Central America) a flat or slightly hollowed oblong stone on which materials such as grain and cocoa are ground using a smaller stone.











– origin

 from American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
métatl

 .






Metatheria

 
/ˌmedəˈTHirēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of mammals that comprises the marsupials.

Compare with Eutheria
 . [Infraclass 
Metatheria

 , subclass 
Theria

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from meta-
 (expressing change) + Greek 
thēria

 , plural of 
thērion

 ‘wild animal.’





metatherian

 
/ˌmedəˈTHirēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the group Metatheria; a marsupial.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting metatherians.













metathesis

 
/məˈtaTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 the transposition of sounds or letters in a word.




2.
 
(also 
metathesis reaction

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a reaction in which two compounds exchange ions, typically with precipitation of an insoluble product.

Also called double decomposition
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metathetic

 
/ˌmedəˈTHedik /






adjective













2.
 
metathetical

 
/ˌmetəTHetikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek, from 
metatithenai

 ‘transpose, change the position of.’





metathorax

 
/ˌmedəˈTHôraks/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the posterior segment of the thorax of an insect, bearing the hind wings.








II.
 
derivatives





metathoracic

 
/-THəˈrasik /






adjective





















metaverse

 
/ˈmedəˌvərs/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a virtual-reality space in which users can interact with a computer-generated environment and other users.











– origin

 1990s: blend of meta-
 (
sense

 3) and universe
 .





Metazoa

 
/ˌmedəˈzōə/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a major division of the animal kingdom that comprises all animals other than protozoans and sponges. They are multicellular animals with differentiated tissues.

[Subkingdom 
Metazoa

 , kingdom 
Animalia

 .]




2.
 
(
metazoa

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 animals of the Metazoa division.











– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from meta-
 (expressing change) + 
zōia

 (plural of 
zōion

 ‘animal’).





metazoan

 
/ˌmedəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an animal of the Metazoa division.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting metazoans.














mete1


 
/mēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
mete something out

 )


1.
 
dispense or allot justice, a punishment, or harsh treatment




•
 
he denounced the maltreatment meted out to minorities.










2.
 
(in biblical use) measure out




•
 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

















– origin

 Old English 
metan

 ‘measure, determine the quantity of,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
meten

 and German 
messen

 ‘to measure,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
meditari

 ‘meditate,’ Greek 
medesthai

 ‘care for,’ also by meet
 2
 .





mete2


 
/mēt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
metes and bounds

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a boundary or boundary stone.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
meta

 ‘boundary, goal.’





metempsychosis

 
/ˌmedəmˌsīˈkōsəs məˌtemsəˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun




the supposed transmigration at death of the soul of a human being or animal into a new body of the same or a different species.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metempsychotic

 
/-ˈkätik /






adjective













2.
 
metempsychotically

 
/-ˈkätik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
metempsychosist

 
/-ˈkōsist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
metempsukhōsis

 , from 
meta-

 (expressing change) + 
en

 ‘in’ + 
psukhē

 ‘soul.’






meteor

 
/ˈmēdēər ˈmēdēˌôr/





I.
 
noun




a small body of matter from outer space that enters the earth's atmosphere, becoming incandescent as a result of friction and appearing as a streak of light.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting any atmospheric phenomenon): from modern Latin 
meteorum

 , from Greek 
meteōron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
meteōros

 ‘lofty.’





meteor.






abbreviation



1.
 
meteorological.




2.
 
meteorology.













meteoric

 
/ˌmēdēˈôrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to meteors or meteorites




•
 
meteoric iron.










2.
 
(of the development of something, especially a person's career) very rapid




•
 
her 
meteoric rise

 to the top of her profession.










3.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 relating to or denoting water derived from the atmosphere by precipitation or condensation.








II.
 
derivatives





meteorically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















meteorite

 
/ˈmēdēəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a meteor that survives its passage through the earth's atmosphere such that part of it strikes the ground. More than 90 percent of meteorites are of rock, while the remainder consist wholly or partly of iron and nickel.








II.
 
derivatives





meteoritic

 
/ˌmēdēəˈridik /






adjective





















meteorograph

 
/ˌmēdēˈôrəɡraf/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an apparatus that records several meteorological phenomena at the same time.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
météorographe

 (see meteor
 , -graph
 ).





meteoroid

 
/ˈmēdēəˌroid/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a small body moving in the solar system that would become a meteor if it entered the earth's atmosphere.








II.
 
derivatives





meteoroidal

 
/ˌmētēəˈroidl /






adjective





















meteorological

 
/ˌmēdēər(ə)ˈläjəkəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the branch of science concerned with the processes and phenomena of the atmosphere, especially as a means of forecasting the weather




•
 
detailed meteorological data




•
 
the effect of global warming on meteorological conditions.














II.
 
derivatives





meteorologically






adverb





















meteorologist

 
/ˌmēdēəˈräləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of meteorology; a weather forecaster




•
 
meteorologists predict rain for the rest of the week.



















meteorology

 
/ˌmēdēəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of science concerned with the processes and phenomena of the atmosphere, especially as a means of forecasting the weather.




2.
 
the climate and weather of a region.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
meteōrologia

 , from 
meteōron

 ‘of the atmosphere’ (see meteor
 ).





meteor shower






noun






[Astronomy]

 a number of meteors that appear to radiate from one point in the sky at a particular date each year, due to the earth's regularly passing through a field of particles at that position in its orbit. Meteor showers are named after the constellation in which the radiant is situated, e.g., the Perseids.














meter1


 
/ˈmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 metre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fundamental unit of length in the metric system, equal to 100 centimeters or approximately 39.37 inches.




2.
 
(
—— meters

 )
 — a race over a specified number of meters




•
 
he placed third in the 1,000 meters.














II.
 
derivatives





meterage

 
/-ij /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
mètre

 , from Greek 
metron

 ‘measure.’






meter2


 
/ˈmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 metre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rhythm of a piece of poetry, determined by the number and length of feet in a line




•
 
the Horatian ode has an intricate governing meter




•
 
unexpected changes of stress and meter.










2.
 
the basic pulse and rhythm of a piece of music.











– origin

 Old English, reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
metre

 , from Latin 
metrum

 , from Greek 
metron

 ‘measure.’





meter3


 
/ˈmēdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that measures and records the quantity, degree, or rate of something, especially the amount of electricity, gas, or water used




•
 
they read the meters once a month.










2.
 


[Philately]

 an imprint or label of specified value produced under government permit for the prepayment of postage.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
metered

 )


1.
 
measure by means of a meter




•
 
a metered supply of water.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘person who measures’): from mete
 1
 + -er
 1
 . The current sense dates from the 19th cent.






-meter





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
in names of measuring instruments




•
 
thermometer.










2.
 


[Prosody]

 in nouns denoting lines of poetry with a specified number of feet or measures




•
 
hexameter.

















– origin

 from Greek 
metron

 ‘measure.’





meter-kilogram-second

 
/ˌmēdərˌkiləˌɡramˈsekänd /

 
mks






adjective




denoting a system of measure using the meter, kilogram, and second as the basic units of length, mass, and time.













meth

 
/meTH/






noun



1.
 
(also 
crystal meth

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the drug methamphetamine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 short for methadone
 .













methacrylic acid

 
/ˌmeTHəˌkrilik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, low-melting solid that polymerizes when distilled and is used in the manufacture of synthetic resins.

[Alternative name: 
1-methylacrylic acid

 ; chem. formula: CH2
 C(CH3
 )COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





methacrylate

 
/məˈTHakriˌlāt /






noun






















methadone

 
/ˈmeTHəˌdōn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic analgesic drug that is similar to morphine in its effects but longer acting, used as a substitute drug in the treatment of morphine and heroin addiction.











– origin

 1940s: from its chemical name, 
(6-di)meth(yl)a(mino-4,4-)d(iphenyl-3-heptan)one

 .






methamphetamine

 
/ˌmeTHəmˈfedəmēn ˌmeTHəmˈfedəmən/






noun




a synthetic drug with more rapid and lasting effects than amphetamine, used illegally as a stimulant and as a prescription drug to treat narcolepsy and maintain blood pressure.

[A methyl derivative of amphetamine; chem. formula C6
 H5
 CH2
 CH(CH3
 )NH(CH3
 ).]













methanal

 
/ˈmeTHəˌnal/





I.
 
noun




systematic chemical name for formaldehyde
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of methane
 and aldehyde
 .






methane

 
/ˈmeTHˌān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, odorless flammable gas that is the main constituent of natural gas. It is the simplest member of the alkane series of hydrocarbons.

[Chem. formula: CH4
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from methyl
 + -ane
 2
 .





methanogen

 
/ˈmeTHənəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a methane-producing bacterium, especially an archaean that reduces carbon dioxide to methane.








II.
 
derivatives





methanogenic

 
/ˌmeTHənəˈjenik /






adjective





















methanoic acid

 
/ˌmeTHəˌnōik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun




systematic chemical name for formic acid
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
methanoic

 , from methane
 + 
-oic

 (perhaps on the pattern of 
benzoic

 ).






methanol

 
/ˈmeTHəˌnôl ˈmeTHəˌnōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic, colorless, volatile flammable liquid alcohol, originally made by distillation from wood and now chiefly by oxidizing methane.

Also called methyl alcohol
 . [Chem. formula: CH3
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from methane
 + -ol
 .





methaqualone

 
/məˈTHakwəˌlōn/





I.
 
noun




a sedative and sleep-inducing drug.

Also called Quaalude
 .











– origin

 1960s: from elements of its chemical name 
meth-

 + 
-a-

 + 
qu(inine)

 + 
a(zo-

 + 
-o)l

 + 
-one

 .





methedrine

 
/ˈmeTHəˌdrēn, -drin /

 
Methedrine





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 another term for methamphetamine
 .











– origin

 1930s: blend of methyl
 and Benzedrine
 .





metheglin

 
/məˈTHeɡlən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a spiced or medicated variety of mead, associated particularly with Wales.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Welsh 
meddyglyn

 , from 
meddyg

 ‘medicinal’ (from Latin 
medicus

 ) + 
llyn

 ‘liquor.’





methemoglobin

 
/ˌmetˌhēməˈɡlōbən metˈhēməˌɡlōbən /

 


‹Brit.›

 methaemoglobin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a stable oxidized form of hemoglobin that is unable to release oxygen to the tissues, produced in some inherited abnormalities and by oxidizing drugs.













methemoglobinemia

 
/ˌmetˌhēməˌɡlōbəˈnēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 methaemoglobinaemia






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of methemoglobin in the blood.













methicillin

 
/ˌmeTHəˈsilən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a semisynthetic form of penicillin used against staphylococci that produce penicillinase.











– origin

 1960s: from 
meth(yl)

 and 
(pen)icillin

 .






methinks

 
/miˈTHiNGks/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 it seems to me




•
 
life has been rather hard on her, methinks




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
methought you knew all about it.

















– origin

 Old English 
mē thyncth

 , from 
mē

 ‘to me’ + 
thyncth

 ‘it seems’ (from 
thyncan

 ‘seem,’ related to, but distinct from, think
 ).





methionine

 
/məˈTHīəˌnēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sulfur-containing amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 S(CH2
 )2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 1920s: from methyl
 + Greek 
theion

 ‘sulfur.’






method

 
/ˈmeTHəd/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
method for/of

 )


1.
 
a particular form of procedure for accomplishing or approaching something, especially a systematic or established one




•
 
a method for software maintenance




•
 
labor-intensive production methods.










2.
 
orderliness of thought or behavior; systematic planning or action




•
 
historical study is the rigorous combination of knowledge and method.










3.
 
(often 
Method

 )
 — short for method acting
 .








II.
 
phrases





there is method in one's madness






there is a sensible foundation for what appears to be foolish or strange behavior.

[from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 (
II

 . ii. 211).]















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘prescribed medical treatment for a disease’): via Latin from Greek 
methodos

 ‘pursuit of knowledge,’ from 
meta-

 (expressing development) + 
hodos

 ‘way.’






method acting

 
/ˈmeTHəd aktiNG/





I.
 
noun




a technique of acting in which an actor aspires to complete emotional identification with a part, based on the system evolved by Stanislavsky and brought into prominence in the US in the 1930s. Method acting was developed in institutions such as the Actors' Studio in New York City, notably by Elia Kazan and Lee Strasberg, and is particularly associated with actors such as Marlon Brando and Dustin Hoffman.








II.
 
derivatives





method actor






noun





















méthode champenoise

 
/māˈtōd ˌSHäNpənˈwäz/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a method of making sparkling wine by allowing the last stage of fermentation to take place in the bottle.




2.
 
sparkling wine made by méthode champenoise, especially a kind not made in the Champagne region of France.











– origin

 French, literally ‘champagne method.’





methodical

 
/məˈTHädək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done according to a systematic or established form of procedure




•
 
a methodical approach to the evaluation of computer systems.










2.
 
(of a person) orderly or systematic in thought or behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





methodic

 
/məˈTHädik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
methodikos

 (from 
methodos

 : see method
 ) + -al
 .





methodically

 
/məˈTHädək(ə)lē/






adverb




in an orderly or systematic manner




•
 
we worked slowly and methodically through all procedures.



















Methodist

 
/ˈmeTHədəst/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Christian Protestant denomination originating in the 18th-century evangelistic movement of Charles and John Wesley and George Whitefield.

The Methodist Church grew out of a religious society established within the Church of England, from which it formally separated in 1791. It is particularly strong in the US and now constitutes one of the largest Protestant denominations worldwide, with more than 30 million members. Methodism has a strong tradition of missionary work and concern with social welfare, and emphasizes the believer's personal relationship with God.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Methodists or Methodism




•
 
a Methodist chapel.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Methodism

 
/ˈmeTHəˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
Methodistic

 
/ˌmeTHəˈdistik /






adjective













3.
 
Methodistical

 
/ˌmeTHəˈdistikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 probably from the notion of following a specified “method” of Bible study.





Methodius, St.

 
/məˈTHōdēəs/






the brother of St. Cyril (see Cyril, St.
 ).









methodize

 
/ˈmeTHəˌdīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 arrange in an orderly or systematic manner.













methodological

 
/ˌmeTHədəˈläjəkəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the system of methods used in a particular area of study or activity




•
 
a wide variety of methodological approaches to ethical problem-solving




•
 
the study suffered a number of methodological flaws.














II.
 
derivatives





methodologically






adverb





















methodology

 
/ˌmeTHəˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a system of methods used in a particular area of study or activity




•
 
a methodology for investigating the concept of focal points




•
 
courses in research methodology and practice.














II.
 
derivatives





methodologist

 
/-ˈdäləjist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
methodologia

 or French 
méthodologie

 .





methotrexate

 
/ˌmeTHəˈtreksāt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that interferes with cell growth and is used to treat leukemia and other forms of cancer.

[Alternative name: 
4-amino-10-methylfolic acid

 ; chem. formula: C20
 H22
 N8
 O5
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from 
meth-

 (denoting a substance containing methyl groups) + elements of unknown origin.





methought

 
/miˈTHôt/






past of methinks
 .









methuselah





I.
 
noun




a wine bottle of eight times the standard size.











– origin

 1930s: from Methuselah
 .






Methuselah

 
/məˈTH(y)o͞oz(ə)lə məˈTH(y)o͞os(ə)lə/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a patriarch, the grandfather of Noah, who is said to have lived for 969 years.




II.
 
used to refer to a very old person




•
 
I'm feeling older than Methuselah.
















methyl

 
/ˈmeTHəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the alkyl radical —CH3
 , derived from methane and present in many organic compounds




•
 
methyl bromide.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Methyl

 or French 
méthyle

 , back-formations from German 
Methylen

 and French 
méthylène

 (see methylene
 ).






methyl alcohol

 
/ˈmeTHəl ˈalkəˌhôl ˈmeTHəl ˈalkəˌhäl/






noun




another term for methanol
 .













methylate

 
/ˈmeTHəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
methylated

 )


1.
 
mix or impregnate with methanol or methylated spirit.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 introduce a methyl group into (a molecule or compound).








II.
 
derivatives





methylation

 
/ˌmeTHəˈlāSHən /






noun





















methylated spirit

 
/ˌmeTHəˌlādəd ˈspirit /

 
methylated spirits






noun




alcohol for general use that has been made unfit for drinking by the addition of about 10 percent methanol and typically also some pyridine and a violet dye.













methylbenzene

 
/ˌmeTHəlˈbenzēn/






noun




systematic chemical name for toluene
 .













methyl cyanide






noun




another term for acetonitrile
 .














methylene

 
/ˈmeTHəˌlēn/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the divalent radical or group —CH2
 —, derived from methane by loss of two hydrogen atoms




•
 
methylene chloride.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
méthylène

 (formed irregularly from Greek 
methu

 ‘wine’ + 
hulē

 ‘wood’) + -ene
 .






methylphenidate

 
/ˌmeTHəlˈfenədāt/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug that stimulates the sympathetic and central nervous systems and is used to improve mental activity in attention deficit disorder and other conditions.













metic

 
/ˈmedik/





I.
 
noun




a foreigner living in an ancient Greek city who had some of the privileges of citizenship.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
metoikos

 , from 
meta-

 (expressing change) + 
oikos

 ‘dwelling.’





metical

 
/ˈmedək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Mozambique, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 Portuguese, based on Arabic 
miṯḳāl

 , from 
ṯaḳala

 ‘to weigh.’





meticulous

 
/məˈtikyələs/





I.
 
adjective




showing great attention to detail; very careful and precise




•
 
he had always been so meticulous about his appearance.














II.
 
derivatives





meticulousness

 
/məˈtikyələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘fearful or timid’): from Latin 
meticulosus

 , from 
metus

 ‘fear.’ The word came to mean ‘overcareful about detail,’ hence the current sense (early 19th cent).





meticulously

 
/məˈtikyələslē/






adverb




in a way that shows great attention to detail; very thoroughly




•
 
a meticulously researched book




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
meticulously clean utensils.



















métier

 
/ˈmāˌtyā māˈtyā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trade, profession, or occupation




•
 
those who work honestly at their métier.










2.
 
an occupation or activity that one is good at




•
 
she decided that her real métier was grand opera.










3.
 
an outstanding or advantageous characteristic




•
 
subtlety is not his métier.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, based on Latin 
ministerium

 ‘service.’





me time






noun






‹informal›

 time spent relaxing on one's own as opposed to working or doing things for others, seen as an opportunity to reduce stress or restore energy




•
 
schedule some me time when you get home.



















Métis

 
/māˈtēs /

 
Metis





I.
 
noun




(especially in western Canada) a person of mixed American Indian and Euro-American ancestry, in particular one of a group of such people who in the 19th century constituted the so-called 
Métis nation

 in the areas around the Red and Saskatchewan rivers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Métis.











– origin

 from French, from Late Latin 
mixticius

 , from Latin 
mixtus

 ‘mixed’ (see also mestizo
 ).





Metol

 
/ˈmeˌtôl, -ˌtōl/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a soluble white compound used as a photographic developer.

[A sulfate of 4-methylaminophenol (chem. formula: CH3
 NHC6
 H4
 OH).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, arbitrarily named by the inventor.






Metonic cycle

 
/meˌtänik ˈsīkəl/





I.
 
noun




a period of 19 years (235 lunar months), after which the new and full moons return to the same days of the year. It was the basis of the ancient Greek calendar and is still used for calculating movable feasts such as Easter.











– origin

 named after 
Metōn

 , an Athenian astronomer of the 5th cent. 
BC

 .





metonym

 
/ˈmedəˌnim/





I.
 
noun




a word, name, or expression used as a substitute for something else with which it is closely associated. For example, 
Washington

 is a metonym for the federal government of the US.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from metonymy
 .






metonymy

 
/məˈtänəmē/





I.
 
noun




the substitution of the name of an attribute or adjunct for that of the thing meant, for example 
suit

 for 
business executive

 , or 
the track

 for 
horse racing

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metonymic

 
/ˌmedəˈnimik /






adjective













2.
 
metonymical

 
/ˌmetəˈnimikəl /






adjective













3.
 
metonymically

 
/ˌmedəˈnimik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
metōnumia

 , literally ‘change of name.’





me-too

 
//






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 relating to the adoption or imitation of another person's views or policies, often for political advantage




•
 
he has been a me-too liberal on many of the issues that matter most.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a product) designed to emulate or rival another that has already been successful




•
 
me-too drugs.



















metope

 
/ˈmedōpē/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a square space between triglyphs in a Doric frieze.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
metopē

 , from 
meta

 ‘between’ + 
opē

 ‘hole for a beam-end.’





metoprolol

 
/məˈtäprəˌlôl, -ˌläl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a beta-blocking drug related to propranolol, used to treat hypertension and angina.











– origin

 1970s: from 
met-

 (from methyl
 ) + 
pro(prano)lol

 .






metric1


 
/ˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or based on the meter as a unit of length; relating to the metric system




•
 
all measurements are given in metric form.










2.
 
using the metric system




•
 
we should have 
gone metric

 years ago.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 relating to or denoting a metric.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a system or standard of measurement.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 a binary function of a topological space that gives, for any two points of the space, a value equal to the distance between them, or to a value treated as analogous to distance for the purpose of analysis.




3.
 


‹informal›

 metric units, or the metric system




•
 
it's easier to work in metric.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as an adjective relating to length): from French 
métrique

 , from 
mètre

 (see meter
 1
 ).





metric2


 
/ˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or composed in a poetic meter.








II.
 
noun

 — (
metrics

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the meter of a poem.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the branch of study dealing with meter): via Latin from Greek 
metrikos

 , from 
metron

 (see meter
 2
 ).






-metric





I.
 
combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-meter

 (such as 
geometric

 corresponding to 
geometer

 and 
geometry

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-métrique

 , from Latin (see metric
 1
 ).





metrical

 
/ˈmetrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or composed in poetic meter




•
 
metrical translations of the Psalms.










2.
 
of or involving measurement




•
 
a metrical analysis of male and female scapulae.














II.
 
derivatives





metrically

 
/ˈmetrək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
metrikos

 (from 
metron

 : see meter
 2
 ) + -al
 .





-metrical






combining form




equivalent to -metric
 .













-metrically






combining form




in adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-meter

 (such as 
geometrically

 corresponding to 
geometric

 ).













metricate

 
/ˈmetrəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change or adapt to a metric system of measurement.








II.
 
derivatives





metrication

 
/ˌmetrəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















metric mile






noun




a distance of 1,500 meters, or a race over this distance.














metrics

 
/ˈmetriks/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the use or study of poetic meters; prosody.




2.
 
a method of measuring something, or the results obtained from this




•
 
the report provides various metrics at the class and method level.



















-metrics






combining form




denoting the science of measuring as applied to a specific field of study




•
 
econometrics.



















metric system






noun




the decimal measuring system based on the meter, liter, and gram as units of length, capacity, and weight or mass. The system was first proposed by the French astronomer and mathematician Gabriel Mouton (1618–94) in 1670 and was standardized in France under the Republican government in the 1790s.














metric ton

 
/ˈmetrik ˈtən /

 
tonne






noun




a unit of weight equal to 1,000 kilograms (2,205 lb).













metritis

 
/məˈtrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the uterus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
mētra

 ‘womb’ + -itis
 .





metro

 
/ˈmetrō/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
Metro

 )


1.
 
a subway system in a city, especially Paris.




2.
 
a subway train, especially in Paris.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 metropolitan




•
 
the Detroit metro area.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
métro

 , abbreviation of 
métropolitain

 (from 
Chemin de Fer Métropolitain

 ‘Metropolitan Railroad’).





metrology

 
/məˈträləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of measurement.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metrological

 
/ˌmetrəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
metrologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
metron

 ‘measure’ + -logy
 .





metronidazole

 
/ˌmetrəˈnīdəˌzōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used to treat trichomoniasis and some similar infections.

[A nitro-derivative of imidazole; chem. formula: C6
 H9
 N3
 O3
 .]











– origin

 1960s: from 
me(thyl

 ) + 
ni)tro-

 + (
(im)idazole

 .





metronome

 
/ˈmetrəˌnōm/





I.
 
noun




a device used by musicians that marks time at a selected rate by giving a regular tick.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metronomic

 
/ˌmetrəˈnämik /






adjective













2.
 
metronomically

 
/ˌmetrəˈnämik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
metron

 ‘measure’ + 
nomos

 ‘law.’





metroplex

 
/ˈmetrəˌpleks/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a very large metropolitan area, especially one that is an aggregation of two or more cities.











– origin

 1960s: blend of metropolitan
 and complex
 .





metropole

 
/ˈmetrəˌpōl/





I.
 
noun




the parent state of a colony.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
metropole

 , based on Greek 
mētēr

 , 
mētr-

 ‘mother’ + 
polis

 ‘city’ (see metropolis
 ).






metropolis

 
/məˈträp(ə)ləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the capital or chief city of a country or region.




2.
 
a very large and densely populated industrial and commercial city.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the see of a metropolitan bishop): via late Latin from Greek 
mētropolis

 ‘mother state,’ from 
mētēr

 , 
mētr-

 ‘mother’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’






metropolitan

 
/ˌmetrəˈpälətn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a metropolis, often inclusive of its surrounding areas




•
 
the Boston metropolitan area.










2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the parent state of a colony or dependency




•
 
metropolitan Spain.










3.
 


[Christian Church]

 of, relating to, or denoting a metropolitan or his see




•
 
a metropolitan bishop.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 a bishop having authority over the bishops of a province, in particular (in many Orthodox Churches) one ranking above archbishop and below patriarch.




2.
 
an inhabitant of a metropolis




•
 
the sophisticated metropolitan.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
metropolitanate

 
/-ˈpälitnˌāt /






noun





metropolitan
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun)













2.
 
metropolitanism

 
/-ˌpälətnˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the ecclesiastical sense): from late Latin 
metropolitanus

 , from Greek 
mētropolitēs

 ‘citizen of a mother state,’ from 
mētropolis

 (see metropolis
 ).





Metropolitan Museum of Art






a major museum of art and archaeology in New York City, founded in 1870.









metrorrhagia

 
/ˌmētrəˈrājēə ˌmetrəˈrāj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




abnormal bleeding from the uterus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mētra

 ‘womb’ + 
-rrhag-

 , stem of 
rhēgnunai

 ‘to burst.’





metrosexual

 
/ˌmetrōˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
noun




a young, urban, heterosexual male with liberal political views, an interest in fashion, and a refined sense of taste.








II.
 
derivatives





metrosexuality

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oˈalitē /






noun



















– origin

 from 
metro-

 + 
(homo)sexual

 .






-metry





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting procedures and systems corresponding to names of instruments ending in 
-meter

 (such as 
calorimetry

 corresponding to 
calorimeter

 ).











– origin

 from Greek 
-metria

 , from 
-metrēs

 ‘measurer.’





Metternich

 
/ˈmetərˌnik, -ˌniKH/






Klemens Wenzel Nepomuk Lothar, Prince of Metternich-Winneburg-Beilstein (1773–1859), Austrian statesman. As foreign minister (1809–48), he was one of the organizers of the Congress of Vienna (1814–15), which determined the settlement of Europe after the Napoleonic Wars.









mettle

 
/ˈmedl/





I.
 
noun




a person's ability to cope well with difficulties or to face a demanding situation in a spirited and resilient way




•
 
the team showed their true mettle in the second half.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on one's mettle






be ready or forced to prove one's ability to cope well with a demanding situation.









2.
 
put someone on their mettle






(of a demanding situation) test someone's ability to face difficulties.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: specialized spelling (used for figurative senses) of metal
 .





mettlesome

 
/ˈmedlsəm/






adjective






‹literary›

 (of a person or animal) full of spirit and courage




•
 
their horses were beasts of burden, not mettlesome chargers.



















Metz

 
/mets/






the capital city of Lorraine, in northeastern France, on the Moselle River; pop. 126,706 (2006).









meunière

 
/ˌmənˈyer/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(especially of fish) cooked or served in lightly browned butter with lemon juice and parsley




•
 
sole meunière.

















– origin

 from French 
(à la) meunière

 ‘(in the manner of) a miller's wife.’





Meursault

 
/mərˈsō, mœr-/





I.
 
noun




a burgundy wine, typically white, produced near Beaune in eastern France.











– origin

 named after a commune in the Côte d'Or region of France.






Meuse

 
/myo͞oz/






a river in western Europe that rises in northeastern France and flows 594 miles (950 km) through Belgium and the Netherlands to the North Sea south of Dordrecht.

Flemish and Dutch name Maas
 .









MeV






abbreviation




mega-electronvolt(s).













mew1


 
/myo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cat or some kinds of bird) make a characteristic high-pitched crying noise




•
 
a throng of cats and kittens mewing to be fed




•
 (as 
noun

 
mewing

 )
 
the mewing of gulls.














II.
 
noun




the high-pitched crying noise made by a cat or bird




•
 
a kitten's mew.

















– origin

 Middle English: imitative.






mew2


 
/myo͞o /

 

‹Falconry›






I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
mews

 )


1.
 
a cage or building for trained hawks, especially while they are molting.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a trained hawk) molt.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — confine (a trained hawk) to a cage or building at the time of molting.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mue

 , from 
muer

 ‘to molt,’ from Latin 
mutare

 ‘to change.’





mew gull





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a migratory gull with greenish-gray legs, found locally in northern and eastern Eurasia and northwestern North America.

[
Larus canus

 , family 
Laridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
mew

 (in Old English 
meau

 ‘mew gull’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
meeuw

 and German 
Möwe

 .





mewl

 
/myo͞ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
mewling

 )


1.
 
(especially of a baby) cry feebly or querulously; whimper




•
 
dozens of mewling babies.










2.
 
(of a cat or bird) mew




•
 
the mewling cry of a hawk.

















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.





mews

 
/myo͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a row or street of houses or apartments that have been converted from stables or built to look like former stables.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a group of stables, typically with rooms above, built around a yard or along an alley.











– origin

 late Middle English: plural of mew
 2
 , originally referring to the royal stables on the site of the hawk mews at Charing Cross, London. The sense ‘converted dwellings’ dates from the early 19th cent.





Mex

 
/meks/






adjective, noun






‹informal›

 Mexican.













Mexicali

 
/ˌmeksəˈkalē/






the capital of the state of Baja California, in northwestern Mexico; pop. 653,046 (2005).









Mexican

 
/ˈmeksək(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Mexico or its people




•
 
authentic Mexican cuisine.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Mexico, or a person of Mexican descent




•
 
urban scenes depicting the daily life of Mexicans.




















Mexican bamboo






noun




another term for Japanese knotweed
 .













Mexican hairless






noun




a small dog of a breed lacking hair except for tufts on the head and tail.













Mexican jumping bean






noun




see jumping bean
 .













Mexicano

 
/ˌmeksiˈkänō, ˌmāhē-/





I.
 
noun, adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 Mexican or a Mexican.











– origin

 Spanish.





Mexican wrestling





I.
 
noun




another term for lucha libre
 .




•
 
Mexican wrestling has long been an entertainment staple in the community.














II.
 
derivatives





Mexican wrestler






noun





















Mexico

 
/ˈmeksəkō ˈmāhēkō/







1.
 
a country in southwestern North America, with extensive coastlines on the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean, bordered by the US on the north; pop. 111,211,800 (est. 2009); capital, Mexico City; language, Spanish (official).




2.
 
a state in central Mexico, west of Mexico City; capital, Toluca de Lerdo.





The center of both Mayan and Aztec civilizations, Mexico was conquered and colonized by the Spanish in the early 16th century. It remained under Spanish rule until independence was achieved in 1821; a republic was established three years later. Texas rebelled and broke away in 1836, while all the remaining territory north of the Rio Grande was lost to the US in the Mexican War of 1846–48.









Mexico, Gulf of






a large extension of the western Atlantic Ocean. Bounded in a sweeping curve by the US on the north, by Mexico on the west and south, and by Cuba on the southeast, it is linked to the Atlantic Ocean by the Straits of Florida and to the Caribbean Sea by the Yucatán Channel.









Mexico City

 
/ˌmeksəkō ˈsidē/






the capital of Mexico; pop. 8,720,916 (2005). Founded about 1300 as the Aztec capital Tenochtitlán, it was destroyed in 1521 by the Spanish conquistador Cortés, who rebuilt it as the capital of New Spain.









Meyerbeer, Giacomo

 
/ˈmāərbi(ə)r, ˈmīərˌbe(ə)r/






(1791–1864), German composer; born 
Jakob Liebmann Beer

 . After settling in Paris, he established himself as a leading exponent of French grand opera.









Meyerhof, Otto Fritz

 
/ˈmīərˌhôf/






(1884–1951), US biochemist, born in Germany. He worked on the biochemical processes involved in muscle action and provided the basis for understanding the process by which glucose is broken down to provide energy. He shared the 1922 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine with 
Archibald Hill

 (1886–1977).









meze

 
/ˈmezā /

 
mezze





I.
 
noun




in the Mediterranean, an appetizer.











– origin

 Turkish and modern Greek.





mezereon

 
/məˈzirēən /

 
mezereum





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian shrub with fragrant purplish-red flowers and poisonous red berries, found chiefly in calcareous woodlands.

[
Daphne mezereum

 , family 
Thymelaeaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Arabic 
māzaryūn

 .





mezuzah

 
/məˈzo͝ozə /

 
mezuza





I.
 
noun




a parchment inscribed with religious texts and attached in a case to the doorpost of a Jewish house as a sign of faith.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hebrew 
mĕzūzāh

 ‘doorpost.’





mezzaluna

 
/ˌmetsəˈlo͞onə/





I.
 
noun




a utensil for chopping herbs, vegetables, etc., with a semicircular blade and a handle at each end.











– origin

 1950s: from Italian, literally ‘half moon.’





mezzanine

 
/ˈmezəˌnēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low story between two others in a building, typically between the ground and first floors.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the lowest balcony of a theater, stadium, etc., or the front rows of the balcony.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Finance]

 relating to or denoting unsecured, higher-yielding loans that are subordinate to bank loans and secured loans but rank above equity.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
mezzanino

 , diminutive of 
mezzano

 ‘middle,’ from Latin 
medianus

 ‘median.’





mezza voce

 
/ˌmetsä ˈvōCHā, ˌmedzä /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) using about half the singer's vocal power.








II.
 
noun




singing performed mezza voce.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘half voice.’





mezzo

 
/ˈmetsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female singer with a voice pitched between soprano and contralto.




2.
 
a mezzo singing voice, or a part written for one.








II.
 
adverb




half, moderately.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, from Latin 
medius

 ‘middle.’





mezzo forte

 
/ˌmetsō ˈfôrtā, ˌmedzō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) moderately loud.








II.
 
noun




a moderately high volume of sound.














Mezzogiorno

 
/ˌmetsōˈj(ē)ôrnō/





I.
 
the southern part of Italy, including Sicily and Sardinia.







– origin

 Italian, literally ‘midday’; compare with Midi
 .





mezzo piano

 
/ˌmetsō ˈpyänō, ˌmedzō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) moderately soft.








II.
 
noun




a moderately low volume of sound.













mezzotint

 
/ˈmetsōˌtint ˈmedzōˌtint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a print made from an engraved copper or steel plate on which the surface has been partially roughened, for shading, and partially scraped smooth, giving light areas. The technique was much used in the 17th, 18th, and early 19th centuries for the reproduction of paintings.




2.
 
the technique or process of making mezzotints.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engrave (a picture) in mezzotint.








III.
 
derivatives





mezzotinter






noun



















– origin

 from Italian 
mezzotinto

 , from 
mezzo

 ‘half’ + 
tinto

 ‘tint.’





mf






abbreviation




mezzo forte.













MF






abbreviation




medium frequency.













MFA






abbreviation




Master of Fine Arts.













mfd.






abbreviation



1.
 
manufactured.




2.
 
microfarad.













mfg.






abbreviation




manufacturing.













MFH






abbreviation




Master of Foxhounds.













MFN






abbreviation




most favored nation.













MFP






abbreviation






[Physics]

 mean free path.













mfr.






abbreviation



1.
 
manufacture.




2.
 
(
pl.

 mfrs.)
 — manufacturer.













mg

 
//






abbreviation




milligram(s)




•
 
100 mg acetaminophen.



















Mg






symbol




the chemical element magnesium.













MG






abbreviation



1.
 
machine gun.




2.
 


‹historical›

 Morris Garages.













m.g.d.






abbreviation




millions of gallons per day.













MGM






Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, a movie company formed in 1924 from a merger including studios originally run by Samuel Goldwyn and Louis B. Mayer. The company released both 
The Wizard of Oz

 and 
Gone With the Wind

 in 1939, and also produced many famous musicals, including 
Meet Me in St. Louis

 (1944) and 
An American in Paris

 (1951).









mgmt.






abbreviation




management.













Mgr

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
(
mgr

 )
 — manager.




2.
 
Monseigneur.




3.
 
Monsignor




•
 
Mgr O'Flaherty.



















MGR






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 merry-go-round (train).













mgt.






abbreviation




management.













MGySgt






abbreviation




master gunnery sergeant.













mh

 
mH






abbreviation




millihenry or millihenries.













MH






abbreviation




Medal of Honor.













MHC






abbreviation




major histocompatibility complex.













MHD






abbreviation






[Physics]

 magnetohydrodynamics.













MHL






abbreviation




Master of Hebrew Literature.













mho

 
/mō/





I.
 
noun




the reciprocal of an ohm, a former unit of electrical conductance.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: the word ohm
 reversed.





MHR






abbreviation




(in the US and Australia) Member of the House of Representatives.













MHW

 
m.h.w.
 , M.H.W.






abbreviation




mean high water.













MHz






abbreviation




megahertz.













mi

 
/mē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in solmization) the third note of a major scale.




2.
 


[Music]

 the note E in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 late Middle English 
mi

 , representing (as an arbitrary name for the note) the first syllable of 
mira

 , taken from a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).





MI






abbreviation



1.
 
Michigan (in official postal use).




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 Military Intelligence




•
 
MI5.



















mi.






abbreviation




mile(s)




•
 
10 km/6 mi.




















MI5

 
/ˌemˌīˈfīv/





I.
 
(in the UK) the governmental agency responsible for dealing with internal security and counter-intelligence on British territory. Formed in 1909, the agency was officially named the Security Service in 1964, but the name MI5 remains in popular use.







– origin

 from 
Military Intelligence section 5

 .






MI6

 
/ˌemˌīˈsiks/






(in the UK) the governmental agency responsible for dealing with matters of internal security and counter-intelligence overseas. Formed in 1912, the agency was officially named the Secret Intelligence Service in 1964, but the name MI6 remains in popular use.









MIA

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




short for missing in action
 :




•
 
he was declared MIA.














II.
 
noun




a member of the armed forces who is missing in action




•
 
prisoners of war and MIAs.



















Miami1


 
/mīˈamē/






a city and port in southeastern Florida; pop. 413,201 (est. 2008). Its subtropical climate and miles of beaches make this and the resort island of Miami Beach, separated from the mainland by Biscayne Bay, a year-round holiday resort.









Miami2


 
/mīˈamē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living mainly in Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin and more recently inhabiting areas of Ohio, Kansas, and Oklahoma.




2.
 
the dialect of Illinois (an Algonquian language) of the Miami.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Miami or their language.











– origin

 French, from Illinois (an Algonquian language).





Miami Beach






a city in southeastern Florida, on the Atlantic Ocean, across Biscayne Bay from Miami; pop. 84,633 (est. 2008).










Miao

 
/mēˈou/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Hmong
 .











– origin

 from Chinese 
Miáo

 , literally ‘tribes.’





miasm

 
/ˈmīˌazəm, ˈmē-/





I.
 
noun




(in homeopathy) any of the three underlying chronic diseases that afflict humankind: sycosis, syphilis, and psora.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
miasma

 , ‘stain.’





miasma

 
/mīˈazmə mēˈazmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a highly unpleasant or unhealthy smell or vapor




•
 


a miasma of

 stale alcohol hung around him like marsh gas.










2.
 


‹literary›

 an oppressive or unpleasant atmosphere that surrounds or emanates from something




•
 


a miasma of

 despair rose from the black workshops.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
miasmal

 
/mīˈazməl mēˈazməl /






adjective













2.
 
miasmatic

 
/ˌmīəzˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘defilement,’ from 
miainein

 ‘pollute.’





miasmic

 
/mīˈazmik, mē-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 producing an unpleasant smell; noxious.




•
 
that peculiarly miasmic atmosphere generated by small boys and adolescent teenagers.










2.
 


‹literary›

 characterized by an oppressive and unpleasant atmosphere




•
 
we know the territory, its long and miasmic history.














II.
 
derivatives





miasmically

 
/mik(ə)lē /






adverb





















mic

 
/mīk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a microphone.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





Mic.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Micah.













mica

 
/ˈmīkə/





I.
 
noun




a shiny silicate mineral with a layered structure, found as minute scales in granite and other rocks, or as crystals. It is used as a thermal or electrical insulator.








II.
 
derivatives





micaceous

 
/mīˈkāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘crumb.’





Micah

 
/ˈmīkəl/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew minor prophet.




II.
 
a book of the Bible bearing his name, foretelling the destruction of Samaria and of Jerusalem.









mica schist

 
/ˈmīkə SHist/






noun




a metamorphic rock that contains quartz and mica and resembles slate in being easily split.













mic drop

 
mike drop






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an instance of deliberately dropping or tossing aside one's microphone at the end of a performance or speech one considers to have been particularly impressive




•
 
he ruffled some feathers with his acceptance speech and mic drop after winning the Best British Album award




•
 


‹figurative›

 the final track is the ultimate mic drop.










2.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 used to emphasize that a discussion is at an end after a definitive or particularly impressive point has been made




•
 
Nuff said. Mic drop!




•
 
“This is what we're doing,” she tells him. Mic drop.



















mice

 
/mīs/






plural form of mouse
 .









micelle

 
/mīˈsel/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an aggregate of molecules in a colloidal solution, such as those formed by detergents.








II.
 
derivatives





micellar

 
/mīˈselər /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined as a diminutive of Latin 
mica

 ‘crumb.’





Mich.






abbreviation




Michigan.













Michaelis constant

 
/məˈkālis ˌkänst(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the concentration of a given enzyme that catalyzes the associated reaction at half the maximum rate.











– origin

 1930s: named after Leonor 
Michaelis

 (1875–1949), German-born American chemist.





Michaelmas

 
/ˈmikəlməs/





I.
 
noun




the feast of St. Michael, September 29.











– origin

 Old English 
Sanct Michaeles mæsse

 ‘Saint Michael's Mass,’ referring to the Archangel.





Michaelmas daisy

 
/ˈmikəlməs ˌdāzē/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an aster, especially 
Aster novae-belgii

 , a North American aster with numerous pinkish-lilac daisylike flowers that bloom around Michaelmas.













michelada

 
/ˌmiCHəˈlädə/





I.
 
noun




a drink made with beer, lime juice, piquant seasonings, and sometimes tomato juice




•
 
round out your meal with a spicy michelada.

















– origin

 1990s: Mexican Spanish.






Michelangelo

 
/ˌmikəlˈanjəlō ˌmīkəlˈanjəlō/






(1475–1564), Italian sculptor, painter, architect, and poet; full name 
Michelangelo Buonarroti

 . A leading figure of the High Renaissance, Michelangelo established his reputation with sculptures such as the 
Pietà

 (
c.

 1497–1500) and 
David

 (1501–04). Under papal patronage he decorated the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome (1508–12) and painted the fresco 
The Last Judgment

 (1536–41), both important mannerist works. His architectural achievements include the completion of St. Peter's cathedral in Rome (1546–64).









Michelin

 
/ˈmiSHəlen/






family name of brothers 
André

 (1853–1931) and 
Édouard

 (1859–1940), French industrialists. They founded the Michelin Tire Company in 1888 and pioneered the use of pneumatic tires on automobiles.









Michelin man





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a fat person.











– origin

 1990s: from the name of an advertising icon with a body and limbs made up of stacked white tires.





Michelozzo

 
/ˌmēkeˈlôtsō/






(1396–1472), Italian architect and sculptor; full name 
Michelozzo di Bartolommeo

 . In partnership with Ghiberti and Donatello, he led a revival of interest in Roman architecture.










Michelson, Albert Abraham

 
/ˈmīkəlsən/






(1852–1931), US physicist. He specialized in precision measurement in experimental physics. Nobel Prize for Physics (1907).










Michelson–Morley experiment

 
/ˌmīkəlsənˈmôrlē ikˌsperəmənt /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
an experiment performed in 1887 that attempted to measure the relative motion of the earth and the ether by measuring the speed of light in directions parallel and perpendicular to the earth's motion. The result disproved the existence of the ether, which contradicted Newtonian physics but was explained by Einstein's special theory of relativity.







– origin

 named after A. A. 
Michelson

 (see Michelson, Albert Abraham
 ) and E. W. 
Morley

 (see Morley, Edward Williams
 ).





Michener, James

 
/ˈmiCH(ə)nər/






(1907–97), US writer; full name 
James Albert Michener

 . He wrote 
Tales of the South Pacific

 (1947), which was made into the Broadway musical 
South Pacific

 (1949). He was also known for other fictionalized histories that include 
Hawaii

 (1959), 
Chesapeake

 (1978), 
Texas

 (1985), 
Alaska

 (1988), and 
A Miracle in Seville

 (1995).










Michigan

 
/ˈmiSHiɡən/






a state in the northern US, bordered on the west, north, and east by lakes Michigan, Superior, Huron, and Erie; pop. 10,003,422 (est. 2008); capital, Lansing; statehood, Jan. 26, 1837 (26). It was acquired from Britain by the US in 1783.









Michigan, Lake






one of the five Great Lakes. Bordered by Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana, it is the only one of the Great Lakes to lie wholly within the US. The cities of Milwaukee and Chicago are on its shores.









Michigander

 
/ˌmiSHiˈɡandər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Michigan




•
 
greetings from a fellow Michigander.



















Michoacán

 
/ˌmiCHōəˈkän/






a state of western Mexico, on the Pacific coast; capital, Morelia.









Mick

 
/mik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an Irishman.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Michael

 .





mickey

 
/ˈmikē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for Mickey Finn
 :




•
 
I bet some guy 
slipped

 me 
a mickey

 .










2.
 
(in phrase 
take the mickey

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 tease or ridicule someone.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.






Mickey Finn

 
/ˌmikē ˈfin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a surreptitiously drugged or doctored drink given to someone so as to make them drunk or insensible.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a drug added to a drink so as to make the drinker unconscious.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin; sometimes said to be the name of a notorious Chicago saloonkeeper (
c.

 1896–1906).





Mickey Mouse

 
/ˌmikē ˈmous/





I.
 
a Walt Disney cartoon character who first appeared as Mortimer Mouse in 1927, becoming Mickey in 1928. During the 1930s, he became established as the central Disney character.




II.
 
[as 
adj.

 ] (also 
mickey mouse

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 trivial or of inferior quality.










mickle

 
/ˈmikəl /

 

‹archaic Scottish N. English›


 
muckle





I.
 
noun




a large amount.








II.
 
adjective




very large




•
 
she had a great big elephant … that's one of those mickle beasts from Africa.














III.
 
determiner, pronoun




much; a large amount.








IV.
 
phrases





many a little makes a mickle

 
many a mickle makes a muckle








‹proverb›

 many small amounts accumulate to make a large amount.















– origin

 Old English 
micel

 ‘great, numerous, much,’ of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
megas

 , 
megal-

 .





Micmac

 
/ˈmikmak /

 
Mi'kmaq





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people inhabiting the Maritime Provinces of Canada.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Micmac.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Micmac or their language.











– origin

 via French from the Micmac self-designation 
mīkəmaw

 .





micrite

 
/ˈmikˌrīt, ˈmīˌkrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 microcrystalline calcite present in some types of limestone.




2.
 


[Geology]

 limestone consisting chiefly of this.








II.
 
derivatives





micritic

 
/miˈkritik, mī- /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from 
micr(ocrystalline)

 + -ite
 1
 .






micro

 
/ˈmīkrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for microcomputer
 .




2.
 
short for microprocessor
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
extremely small




•
 
a micro dining area.










2.
 
small-scale




•
 
CO2
 emissions cannot be dealt with at the micro level.







Often contrasted with macro
 .














micro-

 
/ˈmīkrō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
small




•
 
microcar.










2.
 
of reduced or restricted size




•
 
microdot




•
 
microprocessor.










3.
 
(used commonly in units of measurement) denoting a factor of one millionth (10−6
 )




•
 
microfarad.

















– origin

 from Greek 
mikros

 ‘small.’





microaggression

 
/ˌmīkrōəˈɡreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement, action, or incident regarded as an instance of indirect, subtle, or unintentional discrimination against members of a marginalized group such as a racial or ethnic minority




•
 
students posed with dry-erase boards documenting their experiences with microaggressions on campus.










2.
 
indirect, subtle, or unintentional discrimination against members of a marginalized group




•
 
they are not subject to daily acts of microaggression.

















– origin

 1970s: from micro-
 + aggression
 .





microanalysis

 
/ˌmīkrōəˈnaləsəs/





I.
 
noun




the quantitative analysis of chemical compounds using a sample of a few milligrams.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microanalytic

 
/ˌmīkrōˌanəˈlidik /






adjective













2.
 
microanalytical

 
/-ˌanlˈitikəl /






adjective





















microanalyzer

 
/ˌmīkrōˈanlˌīzər/






noun




another term for microprobe
 .













microarray

 
/ˈmīkrōəˌrā/






noun




a grid of DNA segments of known sequence that is used to test and map DNA fragments, antibodies, or proteins.













microbalance

 
/ˈmīkrōbaləns/






noun




a balance for weighing masses of a fraction of a gram.













microbe

 
/ˈmīˌkrōb/





I.
 
noun




a microorganism, especially a bacterium causing disease or fermentation.








II.
 
derivatives





microbic

 
/mīˈkrōbik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
mikros

 ‘small’ + 
bios

 ‘life.’





microbial

 
/mīˈkrōbēəl/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of a microorganism, especially a bacterium causing disease or fermentation




•
 
skin is a major source of microbial contamination during a surgical procedure




•
 
microbial pathogens.



















microbiologist

 
/ˈˌmīkrōˌbīˈäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of microbiology.













microbiology

 
/ˌmīkrōˌbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with microorganisms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microbiologic

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
microbiological

 
/ˌmīkrōˌbīəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
microbiologically

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















microbiome

 
/ˌmīkrōˈbīōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the microorganisms in a particular environment (including the body or a part of the body)




•
 
we depend on a vast army of microbes to stay alive: a microbiome that protects us against germs, breaks down food to release energy, and produces vitamins.










2.
 
the combined genetic material of the microorganisms in a particular environment




•
 
understanding the microbiome—human, animal, and environmental—is as important as the human genome.

















– origin

 1950s: from micro-
 and biome
 .





microbiota

 
/ˌmīkrōˌbīˈōdə/






noun




the microorganisms of a particular site, habitat, or geological period.













microblog

 
/ˈmīkrōˌbläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a social media site to which a user makes short, frequent posts




•
 
she announced her retirement on her microblog, bidding farewell to the sport.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from micro-
 + blog
 .





microblogging

 
/ˈmīkrōˌbläɡiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity or practice of making short, frequent posts to a microblog.








II.
 
derivatives





microblogger






noun





















microbrew

 
/ˈmīkrəˌbro͞o/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a type of beer produced in a microbrewery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 produce (beer) in a microbrewery




•
 
the beer is microbrewed in Racine




•
 (as 
adj.

 
microbrewed

 )
 
microbrewed beer.














III.
 
derivatives





microbrewer






noun






















microbrewery

 
/ˌmīkrəˈbro͞oərē/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a limited-production brewery, typically producing specialty beers and often selling its products only locally.













microbrowser

 
/ˈmīkrōˌbrouzər/






noun






[Computing]

 a small web browser for use with mobile phones and other handheld devices.













microburst

 
/ˈmīkrōˌbərst/






noun




a sudden, powerful, localized air current, especially a downdraft.













microbusiness

 
/ˈmīkrōˌbiznəs/






noun




a business that operates on a very small scale.




•
 
more than half the new enterprises are sole proprietorships or microbusinesses with no more than two employees.



















microcapsule

 
/ˌmīkrōˈkapsəl, -so͞ol/






noun




a small capsule used to contain drugs, dyes, or other substances and render them temporarily inactive.













microcar

 
/ˈmīkrōˌkär/






noun




a small and fuel-efficient car.













microcell

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsel/






noun




a small mobile phone base station connected to the phone network via the Internet, typically used to improve mobile phone reception within a particular area.




•
 
to shift the burden on its network to the Internet, the company is selling microcells to its cellphone customers, to install in their homes.



















microcellular

 
/ˌmīkrōˈselyələr/






adjective



1.
 
containing or made up of minute cells.




2.
 
(of a mobile telephone system) having small cells, typically with a radius of less than half a mile.













microcephaly

 
/ˌmīkrōˈsefəlē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal smallness of the head, a congenital condition associated with incomplete brain development.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microcephalic

 
/ˌmīkrōsəˈfalik /






adjective, noun













2.
 
microcephalous

 
/ˌmīkrōˈsefələs /






adjective





















microchemistry

 
/ˌmīkrōˈkeməstrē/






noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with the reactions and properties of substances in minute quantities, e.g., in living tissue.














microchip

 
/ˈmīkrōˌCHip/





I.
 
noun




a tiny wafer of semiconducting material used to make an integrated circuit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
implant a microchip under the skin of (a domestic animal) as a means of identification.














Microchiroptera

 
/ˌmīkrōkəˈräptərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a major division of bats that comprises all but the fruit bats.

[Suborder 
Microchiroptera

 , order 
Chiroptera

 : many families.]




II.
 
derivatives





microchiropteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from micro-
 ‘small’ + Greek 
kheir

 ‘hand’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





microcinema

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsinəmə/






noun



1.
 
a genre consisting of low-budget alternative or independent films and videos




•
 
she took a course in microcinema at the state college.










2.
 
a small room or theater used to show low-budget independent films




•
 
the campus has three microcinemas.



















microcircuit

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsərkət/





I.
 
noun




a minute electric circuit, especially an integrated circuit.








II.
 
derivatives





microcircuitry

 
/ˌmīkrōˈsərkətrē /






noun





















microcirculation

 
/ˌmīkrōˌsərkyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




circulation of the blood in the smallest blood vessels.








II.
 
derivatives





microcirculatory

 
/-ˈsərkyələˌtôrē /






adjective





















microclimate

 
/ˈmīkrōˌklīmət/





I.
 
noun




the climate of a very small or restricted area, especially when this differs from the climate of the surrounding area.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microclimatic

 
/ˌmīkrōˌklīˈmatik /






adjective













2.
 
microclimatically

 
/ˌmīkrōˌklīˈmatik(ə)lē /






adverb





















microcline

 
/ˈmīkrōˌklīn/





I.
 
noun




a green, pink, or brown crystalline mineral consisting of potassium-rich feldspar, characteristic of granite and pegmatites.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Microklin

 , from Greek 
mikros

 ‘small’ + 
klinein

 ‘to lean’ (because its angle of cleavage differs only slightly from 90 degrees).





micrococcus

 
/ˌmīkrōˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a spherical bacterium that is typically found on dead or decaying organic matter. Nonpathogenic forms are found on human and animal skin.

[Family 
Micrococcaceae

 of Gram-positive nonmotile bacteria, in particular the genera 
Micrococcus

 and 
Staphylococcus

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





micrococcal






adjective





















microcode

 
/ˈmīkrōˌkōd/






noun






[Computing]

 a very low-level instruction set that is stored permanently in a computer or peripheral controller and controls the operation of the device.














microcomputer

 
/ˈmīkrōkəmˌpyo͞odər/






noun




a small computer that contains a microprocessor as its central processor.













microcontinent

 
/ˈmīkrōˌkäntənənt/






noun






[Geology]

 an isolated fragment of continental crust forming part of a small crust plate.













microcopy

 
/ˈmīkrōˌkäpē/





I.
 
noun




a copy of printed matter that has been reduced in size by microphotography.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a microcopy of.













microcosm

 
/ˈmīkrəˌkäzəm /

 
microcosmos





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a community, place, or situation regarded as encapsulating in miniature the characteristic qualities or features of something much larger




•
 
Berlin is a microcosm of Germany, in unity as in division.










2.
 
humankind regarded as the epitome of the universe.








II.
 
phrases





in microcosm






in miniature.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microcosmic

 
/ˌmīkrəˈkäzmik /






adjective













2.
 
microcosmically

 
/-ˈkäzmik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
microcosme

 or medieval Latin 
microcosmus

 , from Greek 
mikros kosmos

 ‘little world.’





microcosmic salt

 
/ˌmīkrəˌkäzmik ˈsôlt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline salt obtained from human urine.

[Hydrated sodium ammonium hydrogen phosphate; chem. formula: HNaNH4
 PO4
 ·4H2
 O.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: translating Latin 
sal microcosmicus

 .






microcredit

 
/ˈmīkrōˌkredit/






noun




the lending of small amounts of money at low interest to new businesses in the developing world.













microcrystalline

 
/ˌmīkrōˈkristələn ˌmīkrōˈkristəˌlīn ˌmīkrōˈkristəˌlēn/






adjective




(of a material) formed of microscopic crystals.













microcyte

 
/ˈmīkrəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an unusually small red blood cell, associated with certain anemias.








II.
 
derivatives





microcytic

 
/ˌmīkrəˈsitik /






adjective





















microdensitometer

 
/ˌmīkrōˌden(t)səˈtämədər/






noun




a densitometer for measuring the density of very small areas of a photographic image.













microdermabrasion

 
/ˌmīkrōˌdərməˈbrāZHən/






noun




a cosmetic treatment in which the face is sprayed with exfoliant crystals to remove dead epidermal cells.













microdose

 
/ˈmīkrōˌdōs/






noun




a dose of as little as one milligram of a drug that is intended to produce a beneficial result while avoiding undesirable side effects.













microdot

 
/ˈmīkrəˌdät/






noun



1.
 
a microphotograph, especially of a printed or written document, that is only about 0.04 inch (1 mm) across.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a pattern of very small dots.




3.
 
a tiny tablet or capsule (of LSD)




•
 
more than 1,000 
microdots of

 LSD.



















microeconomic

 
/ˈˌmīkrōˌekəˈnämik ˈˌmīkrōˌēkəˈnämik/






adjective




relating to the branch of economics concerned with single factors and the effects of individual decisions




•
 
the environment in which microeconomic decisions are made




•
 
business pricing strategies correlate strongly with microeconomic factors.



















microeconomics

 
/ˌmīkrōˌekəˈnämiks ˌmīkrōˌēkəˈnämiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the part of economics concerned with single factors and the effects of individual decisions.













microelectromechanical

 
/ˌmīkrōiˌlektrōməˈkanik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




denoting systems or components relating to microscopic electronic machines that are typically built on computer chips




•
 
optical true-time delay devices with microelectromechanical mirror arrays.














II.
 
derivatives





microelectromechanics






noun





















microelectronics

 
/ˌmīkrōəˌlekˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the design, manufacture, and use of microchips and microcircuits.








II.
 
derivatives





microelectronic

 
/ˌmīkrōəˌlekˈtränik /






adjective





















microenterprise

 
/ˌmīkrōˈen(t)ərprīz/






noun




a business operating on a very small scale, especially one with a sole proprietor and fewer than six employees.













microenvironment

 
/ˈmīkrōənˌvīrənmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the immediate small-scale environment of an organism or a part of an organism, especially as a distinct part of a larger environment.








II.
 
derivatives





microenvironmental

 
/-ˌvīrə(n)ˈmentl, -ˌvī(ə)r(n)- /






adjective





















microevolution

 
/ˌmīkrō-evəˈlo͞oSHən, -ˌēvə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 evolutionary change within a species or small group of organisms, especially over a short period.








II.
 
derivatives





microevolutionary

 
/-ˈlo͞oSHəˌnerē /






adjective





















microfarad

 
/ˈmīkrōˌfarəd, -ad/






noun




one millionth of a farad. Symbol 
μ

 F.













microfauna

 
/ˈmīkrōfônə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 microscopic animals.








II.
 
derivatives





microfaunal






adjective





















microfiber

 
/ˈmīkrōˌfībər/






noun




a very fine synthetic yarn.













microfibril

 
/ˌmīkrōˈfībrəl, -ˈfibrəl/






noun






[Biology]

 a small fibril in the cytoplasm or wall of a cell, visible only under an electron microscope, and typically aggregated into coarser fibrils or structures.














microfiche

 
/ˈmīkrəˌfēSH/





I.
 
noun




a flat piece of film containing microphotographs of the pages of a newspaper, catalog, or other document




•
 
this new journal is available as a microfiche




•
 
the index will be made available 
on microfiche

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a microfiche of (a newspaper, catalog, or other document).













microfilament

 
/ˌmīkrōˈfiləmənt/






noun






[Biology]

 a small rodlike structure, about 4–7 nanometers in diameter, present in numbers in the cytoplasm of many eukaryotic cells.













microfilaria

 
/ˌmīkrōfəˈlerēə/






noun






[Zoology]

 the minute larva of a filaria.













microfilm

 
/ˈmīkrəˌfilm/





I.
 
noun




a length of film containing microphotographs of a newspaper, catalog, or other document




•
 
all those forms go 
on microfilm






•
 
his vast hoard of microfilms.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a microfilm of (a newspaper, catalog, or other document).













microfinance

 
/ˌmīkrōˈfīnans/






noun




another term for microcredit
 .













microflora

 
/ˈmīkrōflôrə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 bacteria and microscopic algae and fungi, especially those living in a particular site or habitat.








II.
 
derivatives





microfloral






adjective





















microform

 
/ˈmīkrəˌfôrm/






noun




microphotographic reproduction on film or paper of a manuscript, map, or other document.













microfossil

 
/ˈmīkrōˌfäs(ə)l/






noun




a fossil or fossil fragment that can be seen only with a microscope.













microfungus

 
/ˌmīkrōˈfəNGɡəs/






noun






[Biology]

 a fungus in which no sexual process has been observed or in which the reproductive organs are microscopic.













microgamete

 
/ˌmīkrōˈɡamˌēt, -ɡəˈmēt/






noun






[Biology]

 (especially in protozoans) the smaller of a pair of conjugating gametes, usually regarded as male.













microgeneration

 
/ˌmīkrōˌjenəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the generation of electricity or heat on a small scale, typically for domestic use and using methods, such as solar panels, that do not contribute to the depletion of natural resources.








II.
 
derivatives





microgenerate






verb





















microglia

 
/ˌmīkrəˈɡlēə, ˈɡlīə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 glial cells derived from mesoderm that function as macrophages (scavengers) in the central nervous system and form part of the reticuloendothelial system.








II.
 
derivatives





microglial






adjective





















microgram

 
/ˈmīkrəˌɡram /

 
mcg






noun




(Symbol: 
μg

 )
 — one millionth of a gram.













micrograph

 
/ˈmīkrəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a photograph taken by means of a microscope.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
micrographic

 
/ˌmīkrəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
micrographics

 
/ˌmīkrəˈɡrafik /






noun













3.
 
micrography

 
/mīˈkräɡrəfē /






noun





















microgravity

 
/ˌmīkrōˈɡravədē/






noun




very weak gravity, as in an orbiting spacecraft.













microgreens

 
/ˈmīkrōˌɡrēnz/






plural noun




the shoots of salad vegetables such as arugula, Swiss chard, mustard, beetroot, etc., picked just after the first leaves have developed.













microgroove

 
/ˈmīkrəˌɡro͞ov/






noun




the very narrow groove on a long-playing phonograph record.













microhabitat

 
/ˌmīkrōˈhabətat/






noun






[Ecology]

 a habitat that is of small or limited extent and which differs in character from some surrounding more extensive habitat.













microinject

 
/ˌmīkrōinˈjekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 inject (something) into a microscopic object.








II.
 
derivatives





microinjection

 
/ˌmīkrōinˈjekSH(ə)n /






noun





















microinstruction

 
/ˌmīkrōənˈstrəkSH(ə)n/






noun






[Computing]

 a single instruction in microcode.













microinvasive

 
/ˌmīkrōənˈvāsiv/






adjective



1.
 


[Pathology]

 (of a cancerous growth) invasive at a microscopic level.




2.
 


[Surgery]

 denoting or relating to techniques and procedures that minimize the extent of surgical intervention.













microkernel

 
/ˈmīkrōˌkərn(ə)l/






noun






[Computing]

 a small modular part of an operating system kernel that implements its basic features.













microlending

 
/ˈmīkrōˌlendiNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for microcredit
 .








II.
 
derivatives





microlender






noun






















microlepidoptera

 
/ˌmīkrōˌlepəˈdäptərə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Entomology]

 the numerous small moths.

Compare with macrolepidoptera
 .











– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from micro-
 ‘small’ + Lepidoptera
 .





microliter

 
/ˈmīkrōlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 microlitre






noun




(Symbol: 
μl

 )
 — one millionth of a liter.













microlith

 
/ˈmīkrəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a minute shaped flint, typically part of a composite tool such as a spear.








II.
 
derivatives





microlithic

 
/ˌmikrəˈliTHik /






adjective





















micromanage

 
/ˈmīkrōmanij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
control every part, however small, of (an enterprise or activity).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
micromanagement

 
/ˌmīkrōˈmanijmənt /






noun













2.
 
micromanager






noun





















micrometeorite

 
/ˌmīkrōˈmēdēəˌrīt/






noun




a micrometeoroid that has entered the earth's atmosphere.













micrometeoroid

 
/ˌmīkrōˈmēdēəˌroid/






noun




a microscopic particle in space or of extraterrestrial origin that is small enough so that if it enters the earth's atmosphere, it will not burn up but drift to the earth's surface instead.













micrometeorology

 
/ˌmīkrōˌmēdēəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of meteorology concerned with small areas and with small-scale meteorological phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives





micrometeorological

 
/-ˌmētēərəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















micrometer1


 
/ˌmīˈkrämədər /

 
micrometer caliper





I.
 
noun




a gauge that measures small distances or thicknesses between its two faces, one of which can be moved away from or toward the other by turning a screw with a fine thread.








II.
 
derivatives





micrometry

 
/mīˈkrämətrē /






noun





















micrometer2


 
/ˈmīkrōˌmēdər /

 
μm






noun




one millionth of a meter.













microminiaturization

 
/ˌmīkrōˌmin(ē)əCH(ə)rəˈzāSHən ˌmīkrōˌmin(ē)əCHəˌrīˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the manufacture of extremely small versions of electronic devices.








II.
 
derivatives





microminiaturize

 
/ˌmīkrōˈmin(ē)əCHərīz /






verb






















micron

 
/ˈmīˌkrän/





I.
 
noun




a unit of length equal to one millionth of a meter, used in many technological and scientific fields.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
mikron

 , neuter of 
mikros

 ‘small.’





Micronesia

 
/ˌmīkrəˈnēZHə/





I.
 
a region of the western Pacific Ocean, north of Melanesia and north and west of Polynesia. It includes the Mariana, Caroline, and Marshall island groups and Kiribati.




II.
 
a country in the western Pacific Ocean, north of the equator, composed of hundreds of islands in the Caroline Islands group; pop. 107,400 (est. 2009); capital, Palikir; languages, English (official) and Austronesian languages.

Full name Federated States of Micronesia
 . The group was administered by the US as part of the Pacific Islands Trust Territory from 1947 and entered into free association with the US as an independent state in 1986.







– origin

 from Greek 
mikros

 ‘small’ + 
nēsos

 ‘island.’





Micronesian

 
/ˌmīkrəˈnēZHən ˌmīkrəˈniSHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Micronesia, its people, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Micronesia.




2.
 
the group of Austronesian languages spoken in Micronesia.













micronize

 
/ˈmīkrəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break (a substance) into very fine particles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
micronization

 
/ˌmīkrənəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
micronizer






noun





















micronutrient

 
/ˌmīkrōˈn(y)o͞otrēənt/






noun




a chemical element or substance required in trace amounts for the normal growth and development of living organisms.













microorganism

 
/ˌmīkrōˈôrɡənizəm/






noun




a microscopic organism, especially a bacterium, virus, or fungus.













micropayment

 
/ˈmīkrōˌpāmənt/






noun




a very small payment made online.













microphage

 
/ˈmīkrōˌfāj/






noun






[Physiology]

 a small phagocytic blood cell, in particular a polymorphonuclear leukocyte.













microphagous

 
/mīˈkräfəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an invertebrate) feeding on minute particles or microorganisms.








II.
 
derivatives





microphagic

 
/ˌmīkrəˈfājik, -ˈfajik /






adjective





















microphone

 
/ˈmīkrəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for converting sound waves into electrical energy variations, which may then be amplified, transmitted, or recorded.








II.
 
derivatives





microphonic

 
/ˌmīkrəˈfänik /






adjective





















microphotograph

 
/ˌmīkrəˈfōdəɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a photograph reduced to a very small size.




2.
 
another term for photomicrograph
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microphotographic

 
/-ˌfōtəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
microphotography

 
/ˌmīkrōˌfəˈtäɡrəfē /






noun





















microphysics

 
/ˌmīkrōˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics that deals with bodies and phenomena on a microscopic or smaller scale, especially with molecules, atoms, and subatomic particles.








II.
 
derivatives





microphysical

 
/ˌmīkrōˈfizik(ə)l /






adjective





















micropig

 
/ˈmīkrōˌpiɡ/






noun




a pig of a very small, docile, hairless variety, sometimes kept as a pet




•
 
micropigs are becoming a popular alternative to a dog or cat and they take just as much work, money, and time.



















micropipette

 
/ˌmīkrōˌpīˈpet /

 
micropipet






noun




a very fine pipette for measuring, transferring, or injecting very small quantities of liquid.













microplastic

 
/ˈmīkrōˌplastik /

 
microplastics






noun




extremely small pieces of plastic debris in the environment resulting from the disposal and breakdown of consumer products and industrial waste




•
 
we dump huge amounts of plastic waste into the ocean every year, much of it ending up as microplastic




•
 
studies reported microplastics inside fish in the English Channel and harbor seals in the Netherlands




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
microplastic pollution is a strain to lake and river ecosystems.



















micropolitan

 
/ˌmīkrōˈpälətn/






adjective




relating to an urban area with a population of at least 10,000 but less than 50,000.




•
 
new, southern micropolitan areas have shown the greatest job growth in the last decade.



















micropore

 
/ˈmīkrəˌpôr/





I.
 
noun




a very narrow pore, especially in a material.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microporosity

 
/ˌmīkrōpəˈräsətē, -pôrˈäsətē /






noun













2.
 
microporous

 
/ˌmīkrəˈpôrəs /






adjective





















micropower

 
/ˈmīkrōˌpou(ə)r/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
electrical power that is generated or utilized in relatively small quantities




•
 
micropower technologies.



















microprint

 
/ˈmīkrəˌprint/





I.
 
noun




printed text reduced by microphotography.








II.
 
derivatives





microprinting






noun






















microprobe

 
/ˈmīkrəˌprōb/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an instrument in which a beam of electrons or other radiation is focused onto a minute area of a sample and the resulting secondary radiation (usually X-ray fluorescence) is analyzed to yield chemical information.














microprocessor

 
/ˌmīkrəˈpräsesər ˌmīkrəˈprōˌsesər/





I.
 
noun




an integrated circuit that contains all the functions of a central processing unit of a computer.








II.
 
derivatives





microprocessing

 
/ˌmīkrōˈprōsesiNG /






noun





















microprogram

 
/ˈmīkrəprōɡrəm ˈmīkrəˌprōɡram/





I.
 
noun




a microinstruction program that controls the functions of a central processing unit or peripheral controller of a computer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use microprogramming with (a computer); bring about by means of a microprogram




•
 
by 1980 virtually all computers were microprogrammed.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microprogrammable






adjective













2.
 
microprogrammer






noun





















microprogramming

 
/ˌmīkrəˈprōɡrəmiNG ˈmīkrəˌprōɡramiNG/






noun




the technique of making machine instructions generate sequences of microinstructions in accordance with a microprogram rather than initiate the desired operations directly.













micropropagation

 
/ˌmīkrōˌpräpəˈɡāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Botany]

 the propagation of plants by growing plantlets in tissue culture and then planting them out.













micropsia

 
/mīˈkräpsēə/





I.
 
noun




a condition of the eyes in which objects appear smaller than normal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from micro-
 ‘small’ + Greek 
-opsia

 ‘seeing.’





micropyle

 
/ˈmīkrəˌpīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a small opening in the surface of an ovule, through which the pollen tube penetrates, often visible as a small pore in the ripe seed.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a small opening in the egg of a fish, insect, etc., through which spermatozoa can enter.








II.
 
derivatives





micropylar

 
/ˌmīkrəˈpīlər /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from micro-
 ‘small’ + Greek 
pulē

 ‘gate.’





microRNA

 
/ˌmīkrōˌärenˈā/






noun






[Genetics]

 a cellular RNA fragment that prevents the production of a particular protein by binding to and destroying the messenger RNA that would have produced the protein.













microscope

 
/ˈmīkrəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




an optical instrument used for viewing very small objects, such as mineral samples or animal or plant cells, typically magnified several hundred times.








II.
 
phrases





under the microscope






under critical examination.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
microscopium

 (see micro-
 , -scope
 ).





microscopic

 
/ˌmīkrəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
so small as to be visible only with a microscope




•
 
microscopic algae.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely small




•
 
a microscopic skirt.










3.
 
concerned with minute detail




•
 
such a vision is as microscopic as his is panoramic.










4.
 
of or relating to a microscope




•
 
microscopic analysis of the soil.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microscopical

 
/ˌmīkrəˈskäpək(ə)l /






adjective





microscopic
 (
sense

 2)













2.
 
microscopically

 
/ˌmīkrəˈskäpək(ə)lē /






adverb





















Microscopium

 
/ˌmīkrəˈskōpēəm /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and inconspicuous southern constellation (the Microscope), between Piscis Austrinus and Sagittarius.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Microscopii

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Microscopii.













– origin

 modern Latin.





microscopy

 
/mīˈkräskəpē/





I.
 
noun




the use of the microscope.








II.
 
derivatives





microscopist

 
/mīˈkräskəpəst /






noun





















microsecond

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsekənd /

 
μs






noun




one millionth of a second.













microseism

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsīzəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a very small earthquake, less than 2 on the Richter scale.








II.
 
derivatives





microseismic

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsīzmik /






adjective





















microsite

 
/ˈmīkrəˌsīt/






noun



1.
 
an auxiliary website with independent links and address that is accessed mainly from a larger site.




2.
 
a small part of an ecosystem that differs markedly from its immediate surroundings.













microsome

 
/ˈmīkrəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a fragment of endoplasmic reticulum and attached ribosomes obtained by the centrifugation of homogenized cells.








II.
 
derivatives





microsomal

 
/ˌmīkrəˈsōməl /






adjective





















microsphere

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsfir/






noun




a microscopic hollow sphere, especially of a protein or synthetic polymer.













microsporangium

 
/ˌmīkrōspəˈranj(ē)əm/






noun






[Botany]

 a sporangium containing microspores.














microspore

 
/ˈmīkrəˌspôr/






noun






[Botany]

 the smaller of the two kinds of spore produced by some ferns.

See also megaspore
 .













microstructure

 
/ˌmīkrəˈstrəkCHər/






noun




the fine structure (in a metal or other material) that can be made visible and examined with a microscope.













microsuede

 
/ˈmīkrəˌswād/






noun




a polyester microfiber fabric with a suedelike, water-repellent finished surface.













microsurgery

 
/ˈmīkrōˌsərjərē/





I.
 
noun




intricate surgery performed using miniaturized instruments and a microscope.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microsurgeon

 
/-ˈsərjən /






noun













2.
 
microsurgical

 
/ˈˌmīkrəˈsərjəkəl /






adjective





















microswitch

 
/ˈmīkrəˌswiCH/






noun




an electric switch that can be operated rapidly by a small movement.













microtechnology

 
/ˌmīkrōtekˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




technology that uses microelectronics.








II.
 
derivatives





microtechnological

 
/-nəˈläjikəl /






adjective





















microtome

 
/ˈmīkrəˌtōm/






noun






[chiefly Biology]

 an instrument for cutting extremely thin sections of material for examination under a microscope.













microtone

 
/ˈmīkrəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an interval smaller than a semitone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microtonal

 
/ˌmīkrəˈtōnl /






adjective













2.
 
microtonality

 
/ˌmīkrətōˈnalətē /






noun













3.
 
microtonally

 
/ˌmīkrəˈtōnl-e /






adverb





















microtransaction

 
/ˌmīkrōtranˈzakSH(ə)n/






noun




a very small financial transaction conducted online




•
 
analysts believe the company would earn a lot from pay-as-you-go microtransactions




•
 
the game derives all of its revenue from microtransactions.



















microtubule

 
/ˈmīkrōˌt(y)o͞obyo͞ol/






noun






[Biology]

 a microscopic tubular structure present in numbers in the cytoplasm of cells, sometimes aggregating to form more complex structures.













microvascular

 
/ˌmīkrōˈvaskyələr/






adjective




of or relating to the smallest blood vessels.













microvillus

 
/ˌmīkrōˈviləs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 each of a large number of minute projections from the surface of some cells.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
microvillar

 
/-ˈvilər /






adjective













2.
 
microvillous

 
/-ˈviləs /






adjective





















microwave

 
/ˈmīkrəˌwāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an electromagnetic wave with a wavelength in the range 0.001–0.3 m, shorter than that of a normal radio wave but longer than those of infrared radiation. Microwaves are used in radar, in communications, and for heating in microwave ovens and in various industrial processes.




2.
 
short for microwave oven
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (food) in a microwave oven.








III.
 
derivatives





microwaveable

 
/ˈmīkrəˌwāvəbəl /

 
microwavable






adjective





















microwave background






noun






[Astronomy]

 weak uniform microwave radiation that is detectable in nearly every direction of the sky. It is believed to be evidence of the Big Bang.














microwave oven






noun




an oven that uses microwaves to cook or heat food.













micturate

 
/ˈmikCHəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 urinate.








II.
 
derivatives





micturition

 
/ˌmikCHəˈriSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from 
micturition

 , from Latin 
micturit-

 ‘urinated,’ from the verb 
micturire

 .






mid1


 
/mid/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or in the middle part or position of a range




•
 
the mid 17th century




•
 
in mid air.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) pronounced with the tongue neither high nor low




•
 
a mid-central vowel.



















mid2


 
/mid/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 


‹literary›

 in the middle of.




2.
 


‹literary›

 in the course of.











– origin

 Shortening of amid
 .






mid-

 
/mid/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting the middle of




•
 
midsection




•
 
mid-sentence.










2.
 
in the middle; medium; half




•
 
midway.

















– origin

 Old English 
midd

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
medius

 and Greek 
mesos

 .





midair

 
/midˈer/






noun




a part or section of the air above ground level or above another surface




•
 
he caught Murray's keys 
in midair






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a midair collision.



















Midas

 
/ˈmīdəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a king of Phrygia, who, according to one story, was given by Dionysus the power of turning everything he touched into gold.




II.
 
phrases





the Midas touch






the ability to make money out of anything one undertakes.

















mid-Atlantic

 
/mid ətˈlan(t)ik/






adjective



1.
 
situated or occurring in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean




•
 
the mid-Atlantic fault line.










2.
 
having characteristics of both Britain and America, or designed to appeal to the people of both countries




•
 
mid-Atlantic accents.










3.
 
of or relating to states on the middle Atlantic coast of the US, typically including New York, Pennsylvannia, New Jersey, West Virginia, Delaware, and Maryland.













Mid-Atlantic Ridge






a submarine ridge system that extends the length of the Atlantic Ocean from the Arctic to the Antarctic. It is seismically and (in places) volcanically active; the islands of Iceland, the Azores, Ascension, St. Helena, and Tristan da Cunha are located on it.









Mid-Atlantic States






term for the US states between New England and the South that are on or near the Atlantic coast, usually including New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and sometimes also Delaware and Maryland.










midbrain

 
/ˈmidˌbrān/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a small central part of the brainstem, developing from the middle of the primitive or embryonic brain.

Also called mesencephalon
 .













mid-century





I.
 
noun




the middle of a century




•
 
the world's population is expected to reach 9.6 billion by mid-century.














II.
 
adjective




characteristic of or occurring in the middle of a century




•
 
mid-century modernist architecture




•
 
the mid-century wars generated much patriotic rhetoric.



















midday

 
/ˈmidˌdā/





I.
 
noun




the middle of the day; noon




•
 
he awoke 
at midday






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the midday sun.

















– origin

 Old English 
middæg

 (see mid-
 , day
 ).





midden

 
/ˈmidn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dunghill or refuse heap.




2.
 
short for kitchen midden
 .











– origin

 late Middle English 
myddyng

 , of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish 
mødding

 ‘dunghill.’






middle

 
/ˈmidl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
at an equal distance from the extremities of something; central




•
 
the early and middle part of life




•
 
middle and eastern Europe.










2.
 
(of a member of a group, series, or sequence) so placed as to have the same number of members on each side




•
 
the woman was in her middle forties.










3.
 
intermediate in rank, quality, or ability




•
 
there is a dearth of talent at the middle level.










4.
 
(of a language) of the period between the old and modern forms




•
 
Middle High German.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a voice of verbs in some languages, such as Greek, that expresses reciprocal or reflexive action.




6.
 
denoting a transitive or intransitive verb in English with a passive sense, e.g., 
cuts

 in 
this meat cuts well

 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the point or position at an equal distance from the sides, edges, or ends of something




•
 
she stood alone in the middle of the street.










2.
 
the point at or around the center of a process or activity, period of time, etc.




•
 
we were married in the middle of December.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's waist or waist and stomach




•
 
he had a towel around his middle.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 the form or voice of a verb expressing reflexive or reciprocal action, or a passive sense for a transitive or intransitive verb.




5.
 
short for middle term
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
down the middle






divided or dividing something equally into two parts.









2.
 
in the middle of





a.
 
engaged in or in the process of doing something.




b.
 
involved in something, typically something unpleasant or dangerous




•
 
he was caught in the middle of the emotional triangle.















3.
 
the middle of nowhere






see nowhere
 .









4.
 
steer (or take) a middle course






adopt a policy that avoids extremes.















– origin

 Old English 
middel

 ; related to Dutch 
middel

 and German 
Mittel

 , also to mid
 1
 .





middle age

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈāj/






noun




the period between early adulthood and old age, usually considered as the years from about 45 to 65.













middle-aged

 
/ˌmidl ˈājd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) aged about 45 to 65




•
 
the crowd was predominantly middle-aged




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the middle-aged

 )
 
the last-gasp ambitions of the middle-aged.










2.
 
characteristic or typical of middle-aged people




•
 
a novel about middle-aged angst.



















Middle Ages

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈājiz/






plural noun




the period of European history from the fall of the Roman Empire in the West (5th century) to the fall of Constantinople (1453), or, more narrowly, from 
c.

 1100 to 1453.

The earlier part of the period (
c.

 500–
c.

 1100) or 
early Middle Ages

 is sometimes distinguished as the Dark Ages, while the later part (
c.

 1100–1453) or 
high

 or 
late Middle Ages

 is often thought of as the Middle Ages proper. The whole period is characterized by the emergence of separate kingdoms, the growth of trade and urban life, and the growth in power of monarchies and the Church. The growth of interest in classical models within art and scholarship in the 15th century is seen as marking the transition to the Renaissance period and the end of the Middle Ages.













middle-age spread






noun




the fat that may accumulate around the areas of the abdomen and buttocks during one's middle age.













Middle America

 
/ˈˌmidl əˈmerəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the middle class in the US, especially when regarded as a conservative political force.




2.
 
the Midwest of the US.




3.
 
the North American region that includes Mexico and Central America, and often the West Indies.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Middle American






noun













2.
 
Middle-American






adjective





















Middle Atlantic






the region of the US that generally includes New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, and often also New York and Maryland.









middlebrow

 
/ˈmidlˌbrou /

 

‹often derogatory›






I.
 
adjective




(of art or literature or a system of thought) demanding or involving only a moderate degree of intellectual application, typically as a result of not deviating from convention




•
 
middlebrow fiction.














II.
 
noun




a person who is capable of or enjoys only a moderate degree of intellectual effort.













middle C

 
/ˈmidl sē/






noun






[Music]

 the C near the middle of the piano keyboard, written on the first ledger line below the treble staff or the first ledger line above the bass staff.













middle class

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈklas/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the social group between the upper and working classes, including professional and business workers and their families.




•
 
the urbanization and expansion of the middle class.




•
 
commerce brought ever-increasing wealth to the middle classes.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
middle-class

 )


1.
 
relating to the middle class




•
 
a middle-class suburb.










2.
 
characteristic of the middle class, especially in attaching importance to convention, security, and material comfort




•
 
a rebellion against middle-class values.














III.
 
derivatives





middle-classness






noun





















middle distance

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈdistəns/






noun



1.
 
(
the middle distance

 )
 — the part of a real or painted landscape between the foreground and the background.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Track & Field]

 a race distance of between 800 and 5,000 meters




•
 
middle-distance runners.



















Middle Dutch






noun




the Dutch language from 
c.

 1100 to 1500.













middle ear

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈi(ə)r/






noun




the air-filled central cavity of the ear, behind the eardrum.














Middle East

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈēst/






an extensive area of southwestern Asia and northern Africa, stretching from the Mediterranean Sea to Pakistan and including the Arabian peninsula.









Middle Eastern






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Middle East or its inhabitants




•
 
he was of Middle Eastern descent




•
 
spicy Middle Eastern food.



















middle eight






noun




a short section (typically of eight bars) in the middle of a conventionally structured popular song, generally of a different character from the other parts of the song.













Middle English

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈiNGliSH/






noun




the English language from 
c.

 1150 to 
c.

 1470.













middle finger

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈfiNGɡər/






noun




the finger between the forefinger and the ring finger.













middle game






noun




the phase of a chess game after the opening, when all or most of the pieces and pawns remain on the board.













middle ground

 
/ˈmidl ɡround/






noun

 — (usu. 
the middle ground

 )


1.
 
an area of compromise or possible agreement between two extreme positions, especially political ones




•
 
each party wants to capture the votes of those perceived as 
occupying the middle ground

 .










2.
 
the middle distance of a painting or photograph.














Middle High German

 
/ˈmidl hī ˈjərmən/






noun




the language of southern Germany from 
c.

 1200 to 1500.













Middle Kingdom

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈkiNGdəm/





I.
 
a period of ancient Egyptian history (
c.

 2040–1640 
BC

 , 11th–14th dynasty).




II.
 


‹historical›

 China or its eighteen inner provinces.









Middle Low German






noun




the Low German language (spoken in northern Germany) from 
c.

 1200 to 1500.













middleman

 
/ˈmidlˌman/






noun



1.
 
a person who buys goods from producers and sells them to retailers or consumers




•
 
we aim to maintain value for money by 
cutting out the middleman

 and selling direct.










2.
 
a person who arranges business or political deals between other people.













middle management

 
/ˈmidl ˈmanijmənt/





I.
 
noun




the managers in an organization at a level just below that of senior administrators.








II.
 
derivatives





middle manager






noun





















middle name

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈnām/






noun



1.
 
a person's name (typically a personal name) placed after the first name and before the surname.




2.
 
a quality for which a person is notable




•
 
optimism is my middle name.



















middle-of-the-road

 
/ˈˌmidl ə(v) T͟Hə ˈrōd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
avoiding extremes; moderate




•
 
the paper reflected the views of its middle-of-the-road readers.










2.
 
(of music) tuneful but somewhat bland and unadventurous.








II.
 
derivatives





middle-of-the-roader






noun





















middle passage






noun






‹historical›

 the sea journey undertaken by slave ships from West Africa to the West Indies.













Middle Persian






noun




the Persian language from 
c.

 300 
BC

 to 
AD

 800.

See also Pahlavi
 2
 .













Middlesbrough

 
/ˈmidlzbrə/






a port in northeastern England, on the estuary of the Tees River; pop. 140,200 (est. 2009).









middlescent

 
/ˌmidlˈesənt/





I.
 
adjective




middle-aged, but typically still maintaining the interests and activities of younger people.








II.
 
derivatives





middlescence

 
/ˌmidlˈesəns /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: blend of 
middle

 + 
adolescent

 .






middle school

 
/ˈˌmidl ˈsko͞ol/






noun




a school intermediate between an elementary school and a high school, typically for children in the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades.













middle-sized

 
/ˈmidl ˈˌsīzd /

 
middle-size






adjective




of medium size




•
 
a middle-sized farm.




















Middle Stone Age






the Mesolithic period.










middle term






noun






[Logic]

 the term common to both premises of a syllogism.













Middleton, Thomas

 
/ˈmidltən/






(
c.

 1570–1627), English playwright. Notable works: 
The Changeling

 (1622), written with playwright 
William Rowley

 , and 
Women Beware Women

 (1620–27).









Middletown

 
/ˈmidlˌtoun/





I.
 
a commercial and industrial city in central Connecticut, on the Connecticut River, south of Hartford, home to Wesleyan University; pop. 48,030 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Ohio, between Cincinnati and Dayton; pop. 51,422 (est. 2008).









middleware

 
/ˈmidlˌwer/






noun






[Computing]

 software that acts as a bridge between an operating system or database and applications, especially on a network.













middle watch






noun




the period from midnight to 4 a.m. on board a ship.













middle way






noun



1.
 
a policy or course of action that avoids extremes




•
 
there is no middle way between central planning and capitalism.










2.
 
(
the Middle Way

 )
 — the eightfold path of Buddhism between indulgence and asceticism.













middleweight

 
/ˈmidlˌwāt/






noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between welterweight and light heavyweight.




2.
 
a middleweight boxer or other competitor.













Middle West

 
//





I.
 
another term for Midwest
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Middle Westerner






noun





















middling

 
/ˈmidliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
moderate or average in size, amount, or rank




•
 
the village contained no poor households but a lot of middling ones.










2.
 
neither very good nor very bad




•
 
he had had a 
fair to middling

 season.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) in reasonably good but not perfect health.








II.
 
noun

 — (
middlings

 )


1.
 
bulk goods of medium grade, especially flour of medium fineness.








III.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 fairly or moderately




•
 
middling rich.














IV.
 
derivatives





middlingly

 
/ˈmidliNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots): probably from mid-
 + the adverbial suffix 
-ling

 .





middy

 
/ˈmidē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a midshipman.




2.
 
(also 
middy blouse

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a woman's or child's loose blouse with a collar that is cut deep and square at the back and tapering to the front, resembling that worn by a sailor.













Mideast

 
/ˈmidˌēst/






US term for Middle East
 .









mid-engine

 
/ˈmidˌenjən /

 
mid-engined






adjective




(of a car) having the engine located centrally between the front and rear axles.













midfield

 
/ˈmidˌfēld midˈfēld/






noun



1.
 
(in football, soccer, etc.) the central part of the field.




2.
 


[Soccer]

 the players on a team who play in a central position between attack and defense.













midfielder

 
/ˈˌmidˈfēldər/






noun




(chiefly in soccer) a player in the central part of the field.













Midgard

 
/ˈmidɡärd /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the region, encircled by the sea, in which human beings live; the earth.










midge

 
/mij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small two-winged fly that is often seen in swarms near water or marshy areas where it breeds.

[The families 
Chironomidae

 (the 
nonbiting midges

 ), and 
Ceratopogonidae

 (see biting midge
 ): numerous species.]




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of small flies whose larvae can be pests of plants, typically producing galls or damaging leaves.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a small person.











– origin

 Old English 
mycg(e)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
mug

 and German 
Mücke

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
musca

 and Greek 
muia

 ‘fly.’





midget

 
/ˈmijit/





I.
 
noun






‹often offensive›

 an extremely or unusually small person.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
very small




•
 
a midget submarine.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from midge
 + -et
 1
 .





midgut

 
/ˈmidˌɡət/






noun






[Zoology]

 the middle part of the alimentary canal, including (in vertebrates) the small intestine.













midheaven

 
/ˌmidˈhevən/






noun






[Astrology]

 (on an astrological chart) the point where the ecliptic intersects the meridian.













midi

 
/ˈmidē/





I.
 
noun




short for 
midiskirt

 , a skirt that ends at the middle of the calf.











– origin

 1960s: from mid
 1
 , on the pattern of 
maxi

 and 
mini

 .






Midi

 
/mēˈdē/





I.
 
the south of France.







– origin

 French, literally ‘midday’; compare with Mezzogiorno
 .





MIDI

 
/ˈmidē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a widely used standard for interconnecting electronic musical instruments and computers




•
 
a MIDI controller.

















– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
musical instrument digital interface

 .





midinette

 
/ˌmidnˈet, ˌmēdēˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a seamstress or assistant in a Parisian fashion house.











– origin

 French, from 
midi

 ‘midday’ + 
dînette

 ‘light dinner’ (because only a short break was taken at lunchtime).





Midi-Pyrénées

 
/mēˌdē ˌpirəˈnā/






a region in southern France, between the Pyrenees and the Massif Central, centered on Toulouse.









midiron

 
/ˈmidˌī(ə)rn/






noun






[Golf]

 an iron with a medium degree of loft, such as a four-, five-, or six-iron.













midland

 
/ˈmidlənd ˈmidˌland/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the middle part of a country.




2.
 
(
the Midlands

 )
 — the inland counties of central England.




3.
 
(
Midland

 )
 — a part of the central US, roughly bounded by Illinois, South Carolina, and Delaware.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or in the middle part of a country.




2.
 
(
Midland

 )
 — of or in the English Midlands.




3.
 
(
Midland

 )
 — of or in the Midland of the US.








III.
 
derivatives





midlander

 
/ˈmidləndər ˈmēdˌlandər /






noun





















Midland

 
/ˈmidlənd/





I.
 
a city in central Michigan; pop. 40,917 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in western Texas, an oil industry center in the Permian Basin; pop. 106,561 (est. 2008).









midlatitudes

 
/ˈmidˌladəˌt(y)o͞odz/





I.
 
plural noun




areas lying between 35 and 55 (or more broadly, between 30 and 60) degrees north or south of the equator




•
 
mesoscaleconvective systems in the tropics and midlatitudes.














II.
 
derivatives





midlatitude






adjective





















midlife

 
/midˈlīf/






noun




the central period of a person's life, generally considered as the years from about 45 to 55




•
 
a woman in midlife




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
your midlife financial review.



















midlife crisis

 
//






noun




an emotional crisis of identity and self-confidence that can occur in early middle age.













midline

 
/ˈmidˌlīn/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a median line or plane of bilateral symmetry, especially that of the body




•
 
the abdomen was opened by a midline incision.



















midmost

 
/ˈmidˌmōst/






adjective, adverb






‹literary›

 in the very middle or nearest the middle.













Midn.






abbreviation




Midshipman.













midnight

 
/ˈmidˌnīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
twelve o'clock at night




•
 
I left 
at midnight






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a midnight deadline.










2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the middle period of the night




•
 
the midnight hours.

















– origin

 Old English 
midniht

 (see mid-
 , night
 ).





midnight blue

 
/ˈˌmidˌnīt ˈblo͞o/






noun




a very dark blue.













midnight sun

 
/ˈˌmidˌnīt ˈsən/






noun




the sun when seen at midnight during the summer in either the Arctic or Antarctic Circle.













midocean ridge

 
/ˌmidōSH(ə)n ˈrij/






noun






[Geology]

 a long, seismically active submarine ridge system situated in the middle of an ocean basin and marking the site of the upwelling of magma associated with seafloor spreading. An example is the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.













midpoint

 
/ˈmidˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
the exact middle point




•
 
the midpoint of the line segment.










2.
 
a point somewhere in the middle




•
 
he would have been at the midpoint in his career.



















midrange

 
/ˈmidˌrānj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 the arithmetic mean of the largest and the smallest values in a sample or other group.




2.
 
the middle part of the range of audible frequencies.








II.
 
adjective




(of a product) in the middle of a range of products with regard to size, quality, or price.













Midrash

 
/ˈmidˌräSH /

 
midrash





I.
 
noun




an ancient commentary on part of the Hebrew scriptures, attached to the biblical text. The earliest Midrashim come from the 2nd century 
AD

 , although much of their content is older.








II.
 
derivatives





Midrashic

 
/midˈräSHik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Hebrew 
miḏrāš

 ‘commentary,’ from 
dāraš

 ‘expound.’





midrib

 
/ˈmidˌrib/






noun




a large strengthened vein along the midline of a leaf.













midriff

 
/ˈmidˌrif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the region of the front of the body between the chest and the waist.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
‹dated›

 the diaphragm.











– origin

 Old English 
midhrif

 , from mid
 1
 + 
hrif

 ‘belly.’





mid-roll






noun




an online video advertisement that plays in the middle of a video that has been selected for viewing




•
 
every video viewed had a pre-roll or a mid-roll




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
mid-roll ads are easy to insert.



















midseason

 
/ˈmidsēzən/






noun




a point partway through a season, especially a season of the year or a sports season




•
 
the lavender flowers bloom in midseason




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the midseason sale




•
 
a midseason game.



















midsection

 
/ˈmidˌsekSHən/






noun



1.
 
the middle part of something.




2.
 
the midriff.













midsession

 
/ˈmidˌseSHən, ˌmidˈseSH-/






noun



1.
 
the middle of a session, particularly.




2.
 
a period of active trading on a securities exchange




•
 
the Mexico peso regained some lost ground to the U.S. dollar toward midsession Friday.










3.
 
a period of instruction




•
 
both students and instructors can be called away in midsession to cope with emergencies.










4.
 
a legislative session.













midship

 
/ˈmidˌSHip/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the middle part of a ship or boat




•
 
its powerful midship section.



















midshipman

 
/ˈmidˌSHipmən midˈSHipmən/






noun



1.
 
a naval cadet in the US Navy.




2.
 
an officer in the Royal Navy ranking below sublieutenant.

[early 17th cent.: so named because the officer was stationed amidships; he was, however, allowed to walk the quarterdeck, to which he aspired in promotion.]




3.
 
an American toadfish with dorsal and anal fins that run most of the length of the body and rows of light organs on the underside.

[Genus 
Porichthys

 , family 
Batrachoididae

 : two or three species.]














midships

 
/ˈmidˌSHips/






adverb, adjective




another term for amidships
 .













midsize

 
/ˈmidsīz /

 
midsized






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of an average size; intermediate in size between large and small




•
 
a midsize pickup.



















midsole

 
/ˈmidˌsōl/






noun




a layer of material between the inner and outer soles of a shoe, for absorbing shock.













midst

 
/midst mitst/





I.
 
preposition






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 in the middle of.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the middle point or part.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the midst of






in the middle of




•
 
we were in the midst of a losing streak.















2.
 
in our (or your, their, etc.) midst






among us (or you or them).















– origin

 late Middle English: from 
in middes

 ‘in the middle.’





midstream

 
/ˈmidˌstrēm/





I.
 
noun




the middle of a stream or river




•
 
the ferry was moving out 
into midstream

 .














II.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of urine) passed in the middle part of an act of urinating.








III.
 
phrases





in midstream






(of an activity or process, especially one that is interrupted) partway through its course




•
 
our conversation was interrupted in midstream.























midsummer

 
/ˈmidˌsəmər/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the middle part of summer




•
 
the midsummer heat.










2.
 
another term for summer solstice
 .











– origin

 Old English 
midsumor

 (see mid-
 , summer
 1
 ).





Midsummer Day

 
/ˈmidsəmər ˌdā /

 
Midsummer's Day






noun




(in England, Wales, and Ireland) June 24, originally coinciding with the summer solstice and in some countries marked by a summer festival.













midterm

 
/ˈmidˌtərm/






noun



1.
 
the middle of a period of office, an academic term, or a pregnancy




•
 
Nixon resigned 
in midterm






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
midterm elections.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an exam in the middle of an academic term.













midtown

 
/ˈmidˌtoun/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the central part of a city between the downtown and uptown areas




•
 
a huge midtown apartment.



















mid-Victorian

 
/ˌmidvikˈtôrēən/






adjective




of or relating to the middle of the Victorian era.













midwater

 
/ˈmidˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






noun




the part of a body of water near neither the bottom nor the surface




•
 
whales and seals feed in midwater or on the seabed




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
midwater fish.



















midway

 
/ˈmidˌwā ˌmidˈwā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
in or toward the middle of something


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
Father Peter came to a halt midway down the street




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
midway profits roared from $130 million to $160 million.










2.
 
having some of the characteristics of one thing and some of another


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a midway path is chosen between the diverging aspirations of the two factions




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the leaves have a unique smell 
midway between

 eucalyptus and mint.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an area of sideshows, games of chance or skill, or other amusements at a fair or exhibition




•
 
the kids head straight for 
the midway

 .



















Midway Islands






two small islands, in the central Pacific Ocean, in the western part of the Hawaiian chain, surrounded by a coral atoll. The islands were annexed by the US in 1867 and remain a US territory and naval base. They were the scene of the decisive Battle of Midway in 1942, in which Japanese expansion in the Pacific Ocean was ended.









midweek

 
/ˈmidˌwēk/





I.
 
noun




the middle of the week, usually regarded as being from Tuesday to Thursday




•
 
by midweek the strike could affect subways and buses.














II.
 
adjective, adverb




in the middle of the week


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a special midweek reduction




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
we have opportunities to fish midweek.




















Midwest

 
/midˈwest/






the region of northern states of the US from Ohio west to the Rocky Mountains.

Formerly called Far West
 .









Midwest City

 
/ˌmidˌwest ˈsidē/






a city in central Oklahoma, east of Oklahoma City; pop. 56,394 (est. 2008).









Midwestern

 
/ˌmidˈwestərn/






adjective




relating to or denoting the region of northern states of the US from Ohio west to the Rocky Mountains




•
 
the Midwestern states




•
 
a Midwestern university.



















Midwesterner

 
/ˌmidˈwestərnər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of one of the northern states of the US from Ohio west to the Rocky Mountains




•
 
a friendly Midwesterner from Wisconsin.



















midwife

 
/ˈmidˌwīf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person (typically a woman) trained to assist women in childbirth.




2.
 
a person or thing that helps to bring something into being or assists its development




•
 
he survived to be one of the midwives of the Reformation.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assist (a woman) during childbirth.




2.
 
bring into being




•
 
revolutions midwifed by new technologies of communication.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from the obsolete preposition 
mid

 ‘with’ + wife
 (in the archaic sense ‘woman’), expressing the sense ‘a woman who is with (the mother).’





midwifery

 
/ˈmidˌwīf(ə)rē/






noun




the profession or practice of assisting women in childbirth




•
 
a course in practical nursing and midwifery.



















midwife toad

 
/ˈmidˌwīf tōd/






noun




a European toad, the male of which has a distinctive piping call in spring and carries the developing eggs wrapped around his hind legs.

[
Alytes obstetricans

 , family 
Discoglossidae

 .]













midwinter

 
/ˌmidˈwin(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the middle part of winter




•
 


in midwinter

 the track became a muddy morass




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the midwinter full moon.










2.
 
another term for winter solstice
 .











– origin

 Old English (see mid-
 , winter
 ).





mien

 
/mēn/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a person's look or manner, especially one of a particular kind indicating their character or mood




•
 
he has a cautious, academic mien.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from French 
mine

 ‘expression,’ influenced by obsolete 
demean

 ‘bearing, demeanor’ (from demean
 2
 ).





Mies van der Rohe, Ludwig

 
/ˈmēz van dər ˈrōə, ˈmēs vän/





I.
 
(1886–1969), German architect and designer. He designed the German pavilion at the 1929 International Exhibition at Barcelona and the Seagram Building in New York 1954–58 and was noted for his tubular steel furniture. Before emigrating to the US in 1937, he served as director of the Bauhaus 1930–33.




II.
 
derivatives





Miesian

 
/ˈmēzēən /






adjective






















mifepristone

 
/ˌmifəˈpristōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic steroid that inhibits the action of progesterone, given orally in early pregnancy to induce abortion.

Also called RU-486
 .











– origin

 1980s: probably from Dutch 
mifepriston

 , from 
mife-

 (representing 
aminophenol

 ) + 
-pr-

 (representing 
propyl

 ) + 
-ist-

 (representing estradiol
 ) + -one
 .





miff

 
/mif/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be miffed

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 annoy




•
 
she was slightly miffed at not being invited.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a petty quarrel or fit of pique.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps imitative; compare with early modern German 
muff

 , an exclamation of disgust.





MiG

 
/miɡ /

 
Mig
 , MIG





I.
 
noun




a type of Russian fighter aircraft.











– origin

 1940s: from the initial letters of the surnames of A. I. 
M

 ikoyan and M. I. 
G

 urevich, linked by Russian 
i

 ‘and.’






might1


 
/mīt/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
past of may
 1
 , used esp.




2.
 
in reported speech, expressing possibility or permission




•
 
he said he might be late.










3.
 
expressing a possibility based on a condition not fulfilled




•
 
we might have won if we'd played better.










4.
 
expressing annoyance about something that someone has not done




•
 
you might have told me!










5.
 
expressing purpose




•
 
he avoided social engagements so that he might work.










6.
 
used in questions and requests.




7.
 
tentatively asking permission




•
 
might I ask one question?










8.
 
expressing a polite request




•
 
you might just call me Jane, if you don't mind.










9.
 
asking for information, especially condescendingly




•
 
and who might you be?










10.
 
used to express possibility or make a suggestion




•
 
this might be true




•
 
you might try nonprescription pain relievers.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
might as well





a.
 
used to make an unenthusiastic suggestion




•
 
I might as well begin.










b.
 
used to indicate that a situation is the same as if the hypothetical thing stated were true




•
 
for readers seeking illumination, this book might as well have been written in Serbo-Croatian.















2.
 
might have known (or guessed)






used to express one's lack of surprise about something




•
 
I might have known it was you.





















usage:

 On the difference in use between 
might

 and 
may

 , see usage at may
 1
 .






might2


 
/mīt/





I.
 
noun




great and impressive power or strength, especially of a nation, large organization, or natural force




•
 
a convincing display of military might.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
might is right






those who are powerful can do what they wish unchallenged, even if their action is in fact unjustified.









2.
 
with all one's might






using all one's power or strength.









3.
 
with might and main






with all one's strength or power.















– origin

 Old English 
miht

 , 
mieht

 , of Germanic origin; related to may
 1
 .





might-have-been

 
/ˈmīd əv ˌbin/






noun






‹informal›

 a past possibility that no longer applies




•
 
fretting about might-have-beens won't get us anywhere.



















mightily

 
/ˈmīd(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
with a lot of force; fiercely




•
 
Holly struggled mightily with her mother over doing her homework.










2.
 
to a great or impressive extent; enormously




•
 
this little town has contributed mightily to the life of the nation




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I am mightily relieved that it is all over.



















mightn't

 
/ˈmītnt/






contraction




might not




•
 
you mightn't believe it, but I saw him stop a fight.




















mighty

 
/ˈmīdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
possessing great and impressive power or strength, especially on account of size




•
 
three mighty industrial countries




•
 
mighty beasts.










2.
 
(of an action) performed with or requiring great strength




•
 
a mighty heave




•
 


‹figurative›

 a mighty blow against racism.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very large




•
 
she gave a mighty hiccup.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 extremely




•
 
this is mighty early to be planning a presidential campaign.














III.
 
derivatives





mightiness

 
/ˈmīdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mihtig

 (see might
 2
 , -y
 1
 ).





migmatite

 
/ˈmiɡməˌtīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a rock composed of two intermingled but distinguishable components, typically a granitic rock within a metamorphic host rock.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
migma

 , 
migmat-

 ‘mixture’ + -ite
 1
 .





mignonette

 
/ˌminyəˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant with spikes of small fragrant greenish flowers.

[Genus 
Reseda

 , family 
Resedaceae

 : several species, in particular the North African 
R. odorata

 , which is cultivated as an ornamental and for its essential oil, and the widespread 
wild mignonette

 (
R. alba

 ), originally a Mediterranean plant.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
mignonnette

 , diminutive of 
mignon

 ‘small and sweet.’






migraine

 
/ˈmīˌɡrān /

 
migraine headache





I.
 
noun




a recurrent throbbing headache that typically affects one side of the head and is often accompanied by nausea and disturbed vision.








II.
 
derivatives





migrainous

 
/-ˌɡrānəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, via late Latin from Greek 
hēmikrania

 , from 
hēmi-

 ‘half’ + 
kranion

 ‘skull.’





migraineur

 
/ˌmēɡrəˈnər, ˌmīɡrā-/






noun




someone who suffers from migraine headaches.













migrant

 
/ˈmīɡrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal that migrates.




2.
 
(also 
migrant worker

 )
 — a worker who moves from place to place to do seasonal work.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
tending to migrate or having migrated




•
 
migrant birds.




















migrate

 
/ˈmīˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal, typically a bird or fish) move from one region or habitat to another, especially regularly according to the seasons




•
 
as autumn arrives, the birds migrate south.










2.
 
(of a person) move from one area or country to settle in another, especially in search of work




•
 
rural populations have 
migrated to

 urban areas.










3.
 
move from one specific part of something to another




•
 
cells that can form pigment migrate beneath the skin.










4.
 


[Computing]

 change or cause to change from using one system to another.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 transfer (programs or hardware) from one system to another.








II.
 
derivatives





migrator

 
/ˈmīˌɡrādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘move from one place to another’): from Latin 
migrat-

 ‘moved, shifted,’ from the verb 
migrare

 .





migration

 
/mīˈɡrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
seasonal movement of animals from one region to another




•
 
this butterfly's annual migration across North America.










2.
 
movement of people to a new area or country in order to find work or better living conditions.




•
 
the extensive rural-to-urban migration has created a severe housing shortage.










3.
 
movement from one part of something to another




•
 
there is virtually no cell migration in plants.














II.
 
derivatives





migrational

 
/mīˈɡrāSHənl /






adjective





















migratory

 
/ˈmīɡrəˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 
denoting an animal that migrates




•
 
migratory birds.










2.
 
relating to animal migration




•
 
the migratory route for whale sharks.



















mihrab

 
/ˈmirəb/





I.
 
noun




a niche in the wall of a mosque, at the point nearest to Mecca, toward which the congregation faces to pray.











– origin

 from Arabic 
miḥrāb

 ‘place for prayer.’





mikado

 
/məˈkädō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a title given to the emperor of Japan.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
mi

 ‘august’ + 
kado

 ‘gate’; the title is a transferred use of “gate (to the Imperial palace),” an ancient place of audience. Compare with Porte
 .





mike

 
/mīk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a microphone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place a microphone close to (someone or something) or in (a place).











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





Mike

 
/mīk/






noun




a code word representing the letter M, used in radio communication.













Mikita, Stanley

 
/miˈkētə/






(1940–), Canadian hockey player; born 
Stanislav Gvoth

 ; born in Czechoslovakia. He played for the Chicago Blackhawks 1958–80 and led the National Hockey League in scoring four times 1964, 1965, 1967, 1968. Hockey Hall of Fame (1983).










Míkonos

 
/ˈmēkəˌnôs/






Greek name for Mykonos
 .









mikveh

 
/ˈmikvə /

 
mikva
 , mikvah





I.
 
noun




a bath in which certain Jewish ritual purifications are performed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
mikve

 , from Hebrew 
miqweh

 , literally ‘collection (usually of water).’





mil1


 
/mil /

 

‹informal›







abbreviation



1.
 
millimeters.




2.
 
milliliters.




3.
 
(used in sums of money) millions




•
 
the insurance company coughed up five mil.



















mil2


 
/mil/





I.
 
noun




one thousandth of an inch.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
millesimum

 ‘thousandth,’ from 
mille

 ‘thousand.’





MIL





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's mother-in-law




•
 
I've never quite lived up to my MIL's expectations.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





mil.






abbreviation



1.
 
military.




2.
 
militia.














milady

 
/məˈlādē mīˈlādē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
‹humorous›

 used to address or refer to an English noblewoman or great lady




•
 
I went off to milady's boudoir.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from English 
my lady

 ; compare with milord
 .






Milan

 
/məˈlän məˈlan/






an industrial city in northwestern Italy, the capital of Lombardy region; pop. 1,295,705 (2008). A powerful city, particularly from the 13th to the 15th centuries, Milan is today a leading financial and commercial center. Italian name 
Milano

 .









Milanese

 
/ˌmiləˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian city of Milan or its inhabitants




•
 
recognizable Milanese buildings.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian city of Milan




•
 
there is a wonderful bustling atmosphere as the Milanese ponder their choices.



















milblog






noun




a weblog dealing with military matters, or written by enlisted personnel.













milch

 
/milCH milk/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a cow or other domestic mammal giving or kept for milk.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
-milce

 , only in 
thrimilce

 ‘May’ (when cows could be milked three times a day), from the Germanic base of milk
 .





mild

 
/mīld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
gentle and not easily provoked




•
 
she was implacable, despite her mild exterior.










2.
 
(of a rule or punishment) of only moderate severity




•
 
he received a mild sentence.










3.
 
not keenly felt or seriously intended




•
 
she looked at him in mild surprise.










4.
 
(of an illness or pain) not serious or dangerous.




5.
 
(of weather) moderately warm, especially less cold than expected




•
 
it is still mild enough to work outdoors.










6.
 
(of a medicine or cosmetic) acting gently and without causing harm.




7.
 
(of food, drink, or tobacco) not sharp or strong in flavor




•
 
a mild Italian cheese.














II.
 
derivatives





mildish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
milde

 (originally in the sense ‘gracious, not severe in command’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
mild

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
mollis

 and Greek 
malthakos

 ‘soft.’





mildew

 
/ˈmilˌd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a thin whitish coating consisting of minute fungal hyphae, growing on plants or damp organic material such as paper or leather.








II.
 
verb




affect or be affected with mildew.











– origin

 Old English 
mildēaw

 ‘honeydew,’ of Germanic origin. The first element is related to Latin 
mel

 and Greek 
meli

 ‘honey.’





mildewy

 
/ˈmilˌd(y)o͞oē/






adjective




affected by mildew; moldy




•
 
the first room had a mildewy smell to it.



















mildly

 
/ˈmīldlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a mild manner, in particular without anger or severity.




2.
 
not seriously or dangerously




•
 
he had suffered mildly from the illness since he was 23.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a slight extent




•
 
he kept his voice mildly curious.














II.
 
phrases





to put it mildly (or putting it mildly)






used to imply that the reality is more extreme, usually worse




•
 
the proposals were, to put it mildly, unpopular.























mild-mannered

 
/ˈmīld ˌmanərd/






adjective




(of a person) gentle and not given to extremes of emotion.













mildness

 
/ˈmīldnəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of intensity




•
 
the tomatoes were sweet, compensating for the mildness of the cheese.










2.
 
lack of severity




•
 
the mildness of her disease.










3.
 
relative warmth of weather.




4.
 
a person's lack of aggressiveness




•
 
the mildness of his manner and his desire to please everyone.



















mild steel






noun




steel containing a small percentage of carbon, strong and tough but not readily tempered.














mile

 
/mīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of linear measure equal to 5,280 feet, or 1,760 yards (approximately 1.609 kilometers).




2.
 
(also 
Roman mile

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a Roman measure of 1,000 paces (approximately 1,620 yards).




3.
 
(usu. 
miles

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very long way or a very great amount




•
 
vistas that stretch for miles.










4.
 
a race extending over a mile.








II.
 
adverb

 — (as 
submodifier

 
miles

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 by a great amount or a long way




•
 
the second tape is miles better.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be miles away








‹informal›

 be lost in thought and consequently unaware of what is happening around one.









2.
 
go the extra mile






be especially assiduous in one's attempt to achieve something.









3.
 
a mile a minute








‹informal›

 very quickly




•
 
he talks a mile a minute.















4.
 
miles from anywhere








‹informal›

 in a very isolated place.









5.
 
see (or tell or spot) something a mile off








‹informal›

 recognize something very easily




•
 
the first-year campers can be spotted a mile off.















6.
 
stand (or stick) out a mile








‹informal›

 be very obvious or incongruous.















– origin

 Old English 
mīl

 , based on Latin 
mil(l)ia

 , plural of 
mille

 ‘thousand’ (the original Roman unit of distance was 
mille passus

 ‘a thousand paces’).





mileage

 
/ˈmīlij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a number of miles traveled or covered




•
 
the car is in good condition, considering its mileage.










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — traveling expenses paid according to the number of miles traveled




•
 
the mileage rate will be 34 cents per mile.










3.
 


‹informal›

 actual or potential benefit from something




•
 
he was 
getting a lot of mileage out of

 the mix-up.




•
 
there is bound to be a lot of mileage for the paperback.














II.
 
phrases





your mileage may vary








‹informal›

 your experience may be different




•
 
as with all holistic treatments, you have to keep doing them, and your mileage may vary.























mile-a-minute weed






noun




an invasive and noxious vine, native to Asia, that has downward-pointing barbs on the stem and the underside of leaves. It is considered an ecological threat in the eastern US.

[
Polygonum perfoliatum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]













milepost

 
/ˈmīlˌpōst/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a marker set up to indicate how distant a particular place is.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for milestone
 .




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a post one mile from the finishing post of a race.













miler

 
/ˈmīlər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person or horse trained specially to run a mile.








II.
 
derivatives





miling

 
/ˈmīliNG /






noun





















miles gloriosus

 
/ˌmēlās ˌɡlôrēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun




(in literature) a boastful soldier as a stock figure.











– origin

 Latin, from the title of a comedy by Plautus.





Milesian

 
/məˈlēZHən, mī-/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of ancient Miletus.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Miletus or its inhabitants.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Milēsios

 + -an
 .






milestone

 
/ˈmīlˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a stone set up beside a road to mark the distance in miles to a particular place.




2.
 
an action or event marking a significant change or stage in development




•
 
the speech is being hailed as a 
milestone in

 race relations.



















Miletus

 
/mīˈlētəs, mə-/






an ancient city of the Ionian Greeks in southwestern Asia Minor. In the 7th and 6th centuries 
BC

 it was a powerful port, from which more than 60 colonies were founded on the shores of the Black Sea and in Italy and Egypt.









MILF

 
/ˈmilf /

 
Milf





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a sexually attractive older woman, typically one who has children.











– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
mom I'd like to fuck

 .






milfoil

 
/ˈmilfoil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the common Eurasian yarrow.




2.
 
(also 
water milfoil

 )
 — a widely distributed and highly invasive aquatic plant with whorls of fine submerged leaves and wind-pollinated flowers.

[Genus 
Myriophyllum

 , family 
Haloragaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
millefolium

 , from 
mille

 ‘thousand’ + 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





Milford

 
/ˈmilfərd/






a city in southwestern Connecticut, west of New Haven; pop. 54,136 (est. 2008).









Milhaud, Darius

 
/mēˈ(y)ō/






(1892–1974), French composer. A member of the group Les Six, he composed the music to Cocteau's ballet 
Le Boeuf sur le toit

 (1919). Much of his music was polytonal and influenced by jazz.









milia

 
/ˈmilēə/






plural form of milium
 .










miliaria

 
/ˌmilēˈerēə/





I.
 
noun




medical term for prickly heat
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
miliarius

 (see miliary
 ).






miliary

 
/ˈmilēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a disease) accompanied by a rash with lesions resembling millet seed




•
 
miliary tuberculosis.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
miliarius

 , from 
milium

 ‘millet.’





milieu

 
/milˈyo͞o milˈyə(r)/





I.
 
noun




a person's social environment




•
 
he grew up in a military milieu.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
mi

 ‘mid’ + 
lieu

 ‘place.’





milieu therapy






noun




psychotherapy in which the patient's social environment is controlled or manipulated with a view to preventing self-destructive behavior.













Mililani Town

 
/ˌmēlēˈlänē ˌtoun/






a planned community in Hawaii, on central Oahu Island, northwest of Honolulu; pop. 28,608 (2000).









militancy

 
/ˈmiləd(ə)nsē ˈmilətnsē/






noun




the use of confrontational or violent methods in support of a political or social cause




•
 
there are signs of growing militancy among workers.



















militant

 
/ˈmiləd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




combative and aggressive in support of a political or social cause, and typically favoring extreme, violent, or confrontational methods




•
 
a militant nationalist.














II.
 
noun




a militant person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
militance

 
/-təns /






noun













2.
 
militantly

 
/ˈmiləd(ə)n(t)lē ˈmilətntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘engaged in warfare’): from Old French, or from Latin 
militant-

 ‘serving as a soldier,’ from the verb 
militare

 (see militate
 ). The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





militaria

 
/ˌmiləˈterēə/





I.
 
plural noun




military articles of historical interest, such as weapons, uniforms, and equipment.











– origin

 1960s: from military
 + -ia
 2
 .





militarily

 
/ˌmiləˈterəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a military manner; by means of armed forces




•
 
troops intervened militarily to restore order.










2.
 
in a way that relates to armed forces; from a military point of view




•
 
a strong country economically and militarily.



















militarism

 
/ˈmilədəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 the belief or desire of a government or people that a country should maintain a strong military capability and be prepared to use it aggressively to defend or promote national interests.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
militarisme

 , from 
militaire

 (see military
 ).





militarist

 
/ˈmiləd(ə)rəst /

 

‹chiefly derogatory›






I.
 
noun




a person who believes that a country should maintain a strong military capability




•
 
a group of militarists within the administration.














II.
 
adjective




holding the belief that a country should maintain a strong military capability




•
 
the aggressive militarist foreign policy of the government.



















militaristic

 
/ˌmilədəˈristik/






adjective




advocating or pursuing an aggressive military policy; hawkish




•
 
the president and his militaristic administration.



















militarize

 
/ˈmilədəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
militarized

 )


1.
 
give (something, especially an organization) a military character or style




•
 
militarized police forces.










2.
 
equip or supply (a place) with soldiers and other military resources




•
 
a militarized security zone.














II.
 
derivatives





militarization

 
/ˌmiləd(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















military

 
/ˈmiləˌterē/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of soldiers or armed forces




•
 
both leaders condemned the buildup of military activity.














II.
 
noun




the armed forces of a country




•
 
as a young man he joined 
the military

 and pursued a career in the Army.




•
 
most militaries remain subordinate to civilian authorities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
militaire

 or Latin 
militaris

 , from 
miles

 , 
milit-

 ‘soldier.’





military attaché

 
/ˈmiləˌterē ˈˌadəˈSHā aˌtaˈSHā/






noun




an army officer serving with an embassy or attached as an observer to a foreign army.













military band

 
/ˈmiləˌterē band/






noun




a group of musicians playing brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments, typically while marching.













military history






noun




the study of the role that armed forces played in past events




•
 
in-depth analyses of 20th century military history.



















military honors






plural noun




ceremonies performed by troops as a mark of respect at the burial of a member of the armed forces




•
 
he was buried 
with full military honors

 .



















military-industrial complex

 
/ˈmiləˌterē inˈdəstrēəl ˌkämˈpleks ˈkämpleks/






noun




a country's military establishment and those industries producing arms or other military materials, regarded as a powerful vested interest.













military law






noun




the law governing the armed forces.













military police

 
/ˈˌmiləˌterē pəˈlēs/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the corps responsible for police and disciplinary duties in an army.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
military policeman

 
/ˈˌmiləˌterē pəˈlēsmən /






noun













2.
 
military policewoman






noun





















military science






noun




the study of the causes and tactical principles of warfare.













military time






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a method of measuring the time based on the full twenty-four hours of the day rather than two groups of twelve hours; the twenty-four-hour clock




•
 
at 00:05 (12:05 for those of you who can't read military time) the assault began.




















militate

 
/ˈmiləˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
militate against

 )


1.
 
(of a fact or circumstance) be a powerful or conclusive factor in preventing




•
 
these fundamental differences will militate against the two communities coming together.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
militat-

 ‘served as a soldier,’ from the verb 
militare

 , from 
miles

 , 
milit-

 ‘soldier.’ / 
usage:

 The verbs 
militate

 and 
mitigate

 are sometimes confused. See usage at mitigate
 .





militia

 
/məˈliSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military force that is raised from the civil population to supplement a regular army in an emergency.




2.
 
a military force that engages in rebel or terrorist activities, typically in opposition to a regular army.




3.
 
all able-bodied civilians eligible by law for military service.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘military service,’ from 
miles

 , 
milit-

 ‘soldier.’





militiaman

 
/məˈliSHəmən/






noun




a member of a militia.














milium

 
/ˈmilēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small, hard, pale keratinous nodule formed on the skin, typically by a blocked sebaceous gland.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘millet’ (because of a resemblance to a millet seed).






milk

 
/milk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opaque white fluid rich in fat and protein, secreted by female mammals for the nourishment of their young




•
 
a healthy mother will produce enough milk for her baby.










2.
 
the milk from cows (or goats or sheep) as consumed by humans




•
 
a glass of milk.










3.
 
the white juice of certain plants




•
 
coconut milk.










4.
 
a creamy-textured liquid with a particular ingredient or use




•
 
cleansing milk.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw milk from (a cow or other animal), either by hand or mechanically.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal, especially a cow) produce or yield milk




•
 
the breed does seem to milk better in harder conditions.










3.
 
extract sap, venom, or other substances from.




4.
 
exploit or defraud (someone), typically by taking regular small amounts of money over a period of time


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
he had milked his grandmother dry of all her money.










5.
 
get all possible advantage from (a situation)




•
 
the newspapers were milking the story for every possible drop of drama.










6.
 
elicit a favorable reaction from (an audience) and prolong it for as long as possible




•
 
he milked the crowd for every last drop of applause.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in milk






(of an animal, especially a cow) producing milk.









2.
 
it's no use crying over spilt (or spilled) milk








‹proverb›

 there is no point in regretting something that has already happened and cannot be changed or reversed.









3.
 
milk and honey






prosperity and abundance.

[with biblical allusion to the prosperity of the Promised Land (Exod. 3:8).]









4.
 
milk of human kindness






care and compassion for others.

[with allusion to Shakespeare's 
Macbeth

 .]















– origin

 Old English 
milc

 , 
milcian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
melk

 and German 
Milch

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
mulgere

 and Greek 
amelgein

 ‘to milk.’





milk-and-water

 
/ˌmilkənˈwädər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lacking the will or ability to act effectively




•
 
a milk-and-water rebel.



















milk bar

 
/ˈmilk ˌbär/






noun






(Brit.)

 a snack bar that sells milk drinks and other refreshments.













milk chocolate

 
/ˈmilk ˈˌCHäk(ə)lət/






noun




solid chocolate made with the addition of milk.













milker

 
/ˈmilkər/






noun



1.
 
a cow or other animal that is kept for milk, especially one of a specified productivity




•
 
the cows were no more than fair milkers.










2.
 
a person or device that milks cows.













milk fever

 
/milk ˈfēvər/






noun



1.
 
an acute illness in female cows, goats, etc., that have just produced young, caused by calcium deficiency.




2.
 
a fever in women caused by infection after childbirth, formerly supposed to be due to the swelling of the breasts with milk.













milkfish

 
/ˈmilkˌfiSH/






noun




a large active silvery fish of the Indo-Pacific region, farmed for food in Southeast Asia and the Philippines.

[
Chanos chanos

 , the only member of the family 
Chanidae

 .]














milk glass






noun




semitranslucent glass, whitened by the addition of various ingredients


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
milk-glass jars.







Also called opaline
 .













milking stool

 
/ˈmilkiNG ˌsto͞ol/






noun




a short three-legged stool, of a kind traditionally used while milking cows.













milk jug






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large container for milk, with a narrow mouth and a cap




•
 
plastic milk jugs with the bottoms cut off make great mini greenhouses.










2.
 
a small jug for holding and pouring milk




•
 
it's very odd using a teapot and milk jug more normally associated with old ladies.



















milk leg

 
/ˈmilk ˌleɡ/






noun




painful swelling of the leg after giving birth, caused by thrombophlebitis in the femoral vein.













milkmaid

 
/ˈmilkˌmād/






noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a girl or woman who milks cows or does other work in a dairy.













milkman

 
/ˈmilkmən ˈmilkˌman/






noun




a person who delivers and sells milk.













milk of magnesia





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a white suspension of hydrated magnesium carbonate in water, used as an antacid or laxative.











– origin

 from the trademark.





Milkomeda

 
/milˈkämədə/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a hybrid galaxy that is expected to form when the Milky Way and Andromeda galaxies merge in several billion years.







– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of Milky Way
 and Andromeda
 (
sense

 2).





Milk River






a river that flows for 625 miles (1,000 km) through northwestern Montana and southern Alberta, into the Missouri River. It is the most northwestern part of the Missouri-Mississippi river system.









milk run

 
/ˈmilk ˌrən/






noun




a routine, uneventful journey, especially by plane.














milk shake

 
milkshake






noun




a cold drink made of milk, a sweet flavoring such as fruit or chocolate, and typically ice cream, whisked until it is frothy.














milk sickness






noun




a condition of cattle and sheep in the western US, caused by eating white snakeroot, which contains a toxic alcohol. It sometimes occurs in humans who have eaten meat or dairy products from affected animals.














milk snake






noun




a harmless North American constrictor that is typically strongly marked with red and black on yellow or white. It was formerly supposed to suck milk from sleeping cows.

[Genus 
Lampropeltis

 , family 
Colubridae

 : several species, in particular 
L. triangulum

 . Compare with king snake
 .]













milksop

 
/ˈmilkˌsäp/






noun




a person who is indecisive and lacks courage.













milk sugar

 
/ˈmilk ˌSHo͝oɡər/






noun




another term for lactose
 .














milk thistle






noun



1.
 
a European thistle with a solitary purple flower and glossy marbled leaves, naturalized in North America and used in herbal medicine.

[
Silybum marianum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
another term for sow thistle
 .














milk tooth

 
/ˈmilk ˌto͞oTH/






noun




any of a set of early, temporary (deciduous) teeth in children or young mammals that fall out as the permanent teeth erupt (in children, between the ages of about 6 and 12).













milk vetch

 
/ˈmilk ˌveCH/






noun




a plant of the pea family found throughout the temperate zone of the northern hemisphere, grown in several regions as a fodder plant.

[Genus 
Astragalus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : numerous species, including the widespread 
A. canadensis

 .]













milkweed

 
/ˈmilkwēd/






noun



1.
 
a herbaceous American plant with milky sap. Some kinds attract butterflies, some yield a variety of useful products, and some are grown as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Asclepias

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common milkweed

 (A. syriaca).]




2.
 
(also 
milkweed butterfly

 )
 — another term for monarch butterfly
 .













milk-white

 
/ˈmilkˌ(h)wīt/






adjective




of the opaque white color of milk




•
 
she had milk-white skin.



















milkwort

 
/ˈmilkwərt ˈmilkwôrt/






noun




a small plant that was formerly believed to increase the milk yield of cows and nursing mothers. Its tiny flowers, which may be white, pink, yellow-orange, blue, or greenish, usually appear in cloverlike heads.

[Genus 
Polygala

 , family 
Polygalaceae

 : several species, including the 
cross-leaved milkwort

 (
P. cruciata

 ) and the 
yellow milkwort

 (
P. lutea

 ).]













milky

 
/ˈmilkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or mixed with a large amount of milk




•
 
a cup of sweet milky coffee.










2.
 
(of a cow) producing a lot of milk.




3.
 
resembling milk, especially in color




•
 
not a blemish marred her milky skin.










4.
 
(of something that is usually clear) cloudy




•
 
the old man's milky, uncomprehending eyes.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 weak and compliant




•
 
they just talk that way to make you turn milky.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
milkily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
milkiness






noun





















milky spore






noun




a bacterial disease of beetle larvae, including the Japanese beetle; the bacterium has been isolated and used in a commercial pesticide sold under the same name.

[
Bacillus popilliae

 , family 
Bacillaceae

 .]














Milky Way

 
/ˈˌmilkē ˈwā/





I.
 
a faint band of light crossing the sky, made up of vast numbers of faint stars. It corresponds to the plane of our Galaxy, in which most of its stars are located.




II.
 
the galaxy in which our sun is located.









milky-white






adjective




of the opaque white color of milk




•
 
girls with milky-white skin




•
 
a turquoise sea lapping against milky-white sand.



















mill1


 
/mil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building equipped with machinery for grinding grain into flour.




2.
 
a piece of machinery that grinds grain into flour.




3.
 
a domestic device for grinding a solid substance to powder or pulp




•
 
a coffee mill.










4.
 
a building fitted with machinery for a manufacturing process




•
 
a steel mill




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a mill town.










5.
 
a piece of manufacturing machinery.




6.
 


(US)

 a place that processes things or people in a mechanical way




•
 
a correspondence school that was just a diploma mill.










7.
 


‹informal›

 an engine.




8.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a boxing match or a fistfight.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grind or crush (something) in a mill




•
 
hard wheats are easily milled into white flour




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
milled

 )
 
freshly milled black pepper.










2.
 
cut or shape (metal) with a rotating tool


(as 
adj.

 
milling

 )


•
 
lathes and milling machines.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
milled

 )
 — produce regular ribbed markings on the edge of (a coin) as a protection against illegal clipping.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
mill about/around

 )
 — (of people or animals) move around in a confused mass




•
 
people milled about the room, shaking hands




•
 (as 
adj.

 
milling

 )
 
the milling crowds of guests.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — thicken (wool or another animal fiber) by fulling it.








III.
 
phrases





go (or put someone) through the mill






undergo (or cause someone to undergo) an unpleasant experience.












IV.
 
derivatives





millable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mylen

 , based on late Latin 
molinum

 , from Latin 
mola

 ‘grindstone, mill,’ from 
molere

 ‘to grind.’





mill2


 
/mil/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a monetary unit used only in calculations, worth one thousandth of a dollar.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
millesimum

 ‘thousandth part’; compare with cent
 .





Mill, John Stuart

 
/mil/





I.
 
(1806–73), English philosopher and economist. He is best known for his political and moral works, especially 
On Liberty

 (1859), which argued for the importance of individuality, and 
Utilitarianism

 (1861), which extensively developed Bentham's theory.




II.
 
derivatives





Millian

 
/ˈmilēən /






adjective





















Millais, Sir John Everett

 
/məˈlā/






(1829–96), English painter. A founding member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, he produced lavishly painted portraits and landscapes.









Milland, Ray

 
/məˈland/






(1907–86), US actor; born in Wales; born 
Reginald Alfred John-Truscott-Jones

 . His many movies include 
The Lost Weekend

 (1945), 
A Life of Her Own

 (1950), and 
Dial M for Murder

 (1954).









Millay, Edna St. Vincent

 
/məˈlā/






(1892–1950), US poet and writer; pen name 
Nancy Boyd

 . Much of her poetry is collected in 
Renascence and Other Poems

 (1917), 
Collected Sonnets

 (1941), and 
Collected Lyrics

 (1943).









millboard

 
/ˈmilbôrd/






noun




stiff gray pasteboard, used for the covers of books.













Millcreek

 
/ˈmilkrēk/






a township in northwestern Pennsylvania; pop. 51,799 (est. 2008).









milldam

 
/ˈmildam/






noun




a dam built across a stream to raise the level of the water so that it will turn the wheel of a water mill.













Mille, Cecil B. de






see De Mille, Cecil B.










mille-feuille

 
/ˌmēl ˈfœy(ə), fəˈwē/





I.
 
noun




a rich dessert consisting of many very thin layers of puff pastry and such fillings as whipped cream, custard, fruit, etc.











– origin

 French, literally ‘thousand-leaf.’





millefiori

 
/ˌmiləfēˈôrē/





I.
 
noun




a kind of ornamental glass in which a number of glass rods of different sizes and colors are fused together and cut into sections that form various patterns, typically embedded in colorless transparent glass to make items such as paperweights.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
millefiore

 , literally ‘a thousand flowers.’





millefleurs

 
/mēlˈflər, -ˈflo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a pattern of flowers and leaves used in tapestry, on porcelain, or in other decorative items.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘a thousand flowers.’






millenarian

 
/ˌmiləˈnerēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or believing in Christian millenarianism.








II.
 
noun




a person who believes in the doctrine of the millennium.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
millenarius

 (see millenary
 ) + -an
 .






millenarianism

 
/ˌmiləˈnerēəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the doctrine of or belief in a future (and typically imminent) thousand-year age of blessedness, beginning with or culminating in the Second Coming of Christ. It is central to the teaching of groups such as Plymouth Brethren, Adventists, Mormons, and Jehovah's Witnesses.




2.
 
belief in a future golden age of peace, justice, and prosperity.








II.
 
derivatives





millenarianist






noun, adjective






















millenary

 
/ˈmiləˌnerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of a thousand years.

Compare with millennium
 .




2.
 
a thousandth anniversary.








II.
 
adjective




consisting of a thousand people, years, etc.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
millenarius

 ‘containing a thousand,’ based on Latin 
mille

 ‘thousand.’





millennial

 
/miˈlenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to a period of a thousand years




•
 
the current increase in hurricanes is only a small fluctuation within this longer millennial cycle.










2.
 
denoting or relating to an anniversary of a thousand years




•
 
the millennial anniversary of Leif Eiriksson's voyage to the New World




•
 
the millennial celebrations in New York's Times Square.










3.
 
denoting those people reaching young adulthood around the year 2000




•
 
most social networking groups are dominated by the millennial generation.










4.
 
another term for millenarian
 .








II.
 
noun




a person reaching young adulthood around the year 2000; a Generation Yer




•
 
the industry brims with theories on what makes millennials tick




•
 
another distinguishing feature of Millennials is that they come to college from a lifestyle that was highly scheduled.



















millennialism

 
/məˈlenēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for millenarianism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





millennialist






noun, adjective






















millennium

 
/məˈlenēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of a thousand years, especially when calculated from the traditional date of the birth of Christ.




2.
 
(
the millennium

 )
 — 

[Christian Theology]

 the prophesied thousand-year reign of Christ at the end of the age (Rev. 20:1–5).




3.
 
(
the millennium

 )
 — a utopian period of good government, great happiness, and prosperity.




4.
 
an anniversary of a thousand years




•
 
the millennium of the Russian Orthodox Church.










5.
 
(
the millennium

 )
 — the point at which one period of a thousand years ends and another begins.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
mille

 ‘thousand,’ on the pattern of 
biennium

 . / 
usage:

 The spelling of 
millennium

 is less difficult if one remembers that it comes ultimately from two Latin words containing double letters: mille, ‘thousand,’ and annum, ‘year.’





millepore

 
/ˈmiləˌpôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fire coral.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
millépore

 or modern Latin 
millepora

 , from Latin 
mille

 ‘thousand’ + 
porus

 ‘pore.’





miller

 
/ˈmilər/






noun




a person who owns or works in a grain mill.













Miller, Arthur

 
/ˈmilər/






(1915–2005), US playwright. He achieved success with 
Death of a Salesman

 (1949). 
The Crucible

 (1953) used the Salem witch trials of 1692 as an allegory for McCarthyism. He was married to Marilyn Monroe 1955–1961. Other notable works: 
All My Sons

 (1947), 
After the Fall

 (1964), and 
The Ryan Interview

 (1995).









Miller, Glenn






(1904–44), US jazz trombonist and bandleader; full name 
Alton Glenn Miller

 . From 1938, he led his celebrated big band, with which he recorded his signature tune “Moonlight Serenade.” He died when his airplane disappeared on a routine flight across the English Channel.









Miller, Henry






(1891–1980), US novelist; full name 
Henry Valentine Miller

 . His autobiographical novels 
Tropic of Cancer

 (1934) and 
Tropic of Capricorn

 (1939) were banned in the US until the 1960s because of frank depictions of sex and the use of obscenities.









Miller, Samuel Freeman






(1816–90), US Supreme Court associate justice 1862–90. A strong advocate of individual rights, he was appointed to the Court by President Lincoln.









millerite

 
/ˈmiləˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of nickel sulfide and typically occurring as slender needle-shaped bronze crystals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William H. 
Miller

 (1801–80), English scientist, + -ite
 1
 .





miller's thumb

 
/ˈmilərz ˌTHəm/






noun




a small European freshwater fish of the sculpin family, having a broad flattened head and most active at night.

Also called bullhead
 . [
Cottus gobio

 , family 
Cottidae

 .]













millesimal

 
/məˈlesəməl/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of thousandth parts; thousandth.








II.
 
noun




a thousandth part.








III.
 
derivatives





millesimally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
millesimus

 (from 
mille

 ‘thousand’) + -al
 .






millet

 
/ˈmilit/





I.
 
noun




a fast-growing cereal plant that is widely grown in warm countries and regions with poor soils. The numerous small seeds are used to make flour or alcoholic drinks.

[Several species in the family 
Gramineae

 , in particular 
common millet

 (
Panicum miliaceum

 ), of temperate regions, the tropical 
finger millet

 (
Eleusine caracana

 ), which is a staple in parts of Africa and India, and pearl millet
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, diminutive of dialect 
mil

 , from Latin 
milium

 .





Millet, Jean

 
/mēˈye, -ˈlā/






(1814–75), French painter; full name 
Jean François Millet

 . He was noted for the dignity he brought to the treatment of peasant subjects.









Millett, Kate

 
/ˈmilit/






(1934–), US feminist; full name 
Katherine Murray Millett

 . She became involved in the civil rights movement of the 1960s and advocated a radical feminism in 
Sexual Politics

 (1970).









millhand

 
/ˈmilhand/






noun




a worker in a mill or factory.













milli-

 
/ˈmilē/





I.
 
combining form




(used commonly in units of measurement) a thousand, chiefly denoting a factor of one thousandth




•
 
milligram




•
 
millipede.

















– origin

 from Latin 
mille

 ‘thousand.’





milliammeter

 
/ˌmilēˈamēdər/






noun




an instrument for measuring electric current in milliamperes.













milliamp

 
/ˈmilēˌamp/






noun




short for milliampere
 .














milliampere

 
/ˌmilēˈampir/






noun




one thousandth of an ampere, a measure for small electric currents.













milliard

 
/milˈyärd/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 one thousand million (a term now largely superseded by billion).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
mille

 ‘thousand.’





millibar

 
/ˈmiləˌbär/






noun




one thousandth of a bar, the cgs unit of atmospheric pressure equivalent to 100 pascals.













millieme

 
/mē(l)ˈyem/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Egypt, equal to one thousandth of a pound.











– origin

 from French 
millième

 ‘thousandth.’





milligram

 
/ˈmiləˌɡram /

 


‹Brit.›

 milligramme
 , mg






noun




one thousandth of a gram.













Millikan, Robert Andrews

 
/ˈmilikən/






(1868–1953), US physicist. He was the first to give an accurate figure for the electric charge on an electron. Nobel Prize for Physics (1923).









milliliter

 
/ˈmiləˌlēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 millilitre
 , ml






noun




one thousandth of a liter (0.002 pint).













millimeter

 
/ˈmiləˌmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 millimetre
 , mm






noun




one thousandth of a meter (0.039 in.).













milliner

 
/ˈmilənər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes or sells women's hats.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘native of Milan,’ later ‘a vendor of fancy goods from Milan’): from Milan
 + -er
 1
 .





millinery

 
/ˈmiləˌnerē/






noun



1.
 
women's hats.




2.
 
the trade or business of a milliner.














million

 
/ˈmilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number

 — (
a/one million

 )


1.
 
the number equivalent to the product of a thousand and a thousand; 1,000,000 or 106





•
 
a million people will benefit




•
 
a population of half a million




•
 
a cost of more than $20 million.










2.
 
(
millions

 )
 — the numbers from a million to a billion.




3.
 
(
millions

 )
 — several million things or people




•
 
millions of TV viewers.










4.
 


‹informal›

 an unspecified but very large number or amount of something




•
 
I've got millions of beer bottles in my cellar




•
 
you're 
one in a million

 .










5.
 
(
the millions

 )
 — the bulk of the population




•
 
movies for the millions.










6.
 
a million dollars




•
 
the author is set to make millions.














II.
 
phrases





look (or feel) (like) a million dollars








‹informal›

 (of a person) look or feel extremely good.












III.
 
derivatives





millionfold

 
/ˈmilyənˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, probably from Italian 
milione

 , from 
mille

 ‘thousand’ + the augmentative suffix 
-one

 .





millionaire

 
/ˌmilyəˈner ˈmilyəˌner/





I.
 
noun




a person whose assets are worth one million dollars or more.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
millionnaire

 , from 
million

 (see million
 ).





millionairess

 
/ˌmilyəˈnerəs/






noun




a female millionaire.













millionth

 
/ˈmilyənTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number one million in a sequence; 1,000,000th




•
 
the museum welcomed its millionth visitor 21 months after opening.










2.
 


‹informal›

 constituting an unspecified but very large number in a sequence




•
 
I asked the same question for the millionth time.










3.
 
each of one million equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
a dot less than a millionth of an inch in diameter.



















millipede

 
/ˈmiləˌpēd /

 
millepede





I.
 
noun




a myriapod invertebrate with an elongated body composed of many segments, most of which bear two pairs of legs. Most kinds are herbivorous and shun light, living in the soil or under stones and logs.

[Class 
Diplopoda

 : several orders.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
millepeda

 ‘wood louse,’ from 
mille

 ‘thousand’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





millisecond

 
/ˈmiləˌsekənd/






noun




one thousandth of a second.













millivolt

 
/ˈmilēvōlt/






noun




one thousandth of a volt.













millpond

 
/ˈmilˌpänd /

 
mill pond






noun




the pool that is created by a milldam and provides the head of water that powers a water mill.














millrace

 
/ˈmilrās/






noun




the channel carrying the swift current of water that drives a mill wheel.













Mills, Sir John

 
/milz/






(1908–2005), English actor; full name 
Sir John Lewis Ernest Watts Mills

 . He is noted for his roles in war and adventure movies, such as 
Scott of the Antarctic

 (1948). He won an Academy Award for his portrayal of a village idiot in 
Ryan's Daughter

 (1971). His daughters 
Juliet Mills

 (1941–) and 
Hayley Mills

 (1946–) also have had acting careers.










millstone

 
/ˈmilˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
each of two circular stones used for grinding grain.




2.
 
a heavy and inescapable responsibility




•
 
she threatened to become a millstone around his neck.



















millstream

 
/ˈmilˌstrēm/






noun



1.
 
the current of water in a millrace.




2.
 
another term for millrace
 .













Millville

 
/ˈmilvil/






a city in southern New Jersey, across the Maurice River from Vineland; pop. 28,930 (est. 2008).









mill wheel

 
/ˈmil ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a wheel used to drive a water mill.













millworker

 
/ˈmilˌwərkər/






noun




a worker in a mill or factory.













millwright

 
/ˈmilrīt/






noun




a person who designs or builds mills or who maintains mill machinery.













Milne, A. A.

 
/miln/






(1882–1956), English writer of stories and poems for children; full name 
Alan Alexander Milne

 . He created the character Winnie the Pooh for his son 
Christopher Robin

 (1920–1996). Notable works: 
Winnie-the-Pooh

 (1926) and 
When We Were Very Young

 (verse collection, 1924).









milo

 
/ˈmīlō/





I.
 
noun




sorghum of a drought-resistant variety that is an important grain in the central US, Africa, and Asia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Sesotho 
maili

 .






milord

 
/məˈlôrd mīˈlôrd/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
‹humorous›

 used to address or refer to an English nobleman, especially one traveling in Europe.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from English 
my lord

 ; compare with milady
 .






Mílos

 
/ˈmēˌläs, -ˌlôs/






Greek name for Melos
 .









Milosevic, Slobodan

 
/miˈläsəviCH/






(1941–2006), Serbian politician, president of Serbia 1989–97 and of Yugoslavia 1997–2000. His nationalist policies accelerated the breakup of Yugoslavia and led to war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Kosovo. He was extradited to face war crimes charges at a UN tribunal in The Hague, but died before the trial ended.









Milosz, Czeslaw

 
/ˈmēlôSH/






(1911–2004), US poet and writer; born in Lithuania to Polish parents. He wrote the political essay 
The Captive Mind

 (1953). His novels include 
The Seizure of Power

 (1953), and his poetry is collected in volumes such as 
Bells in Winter

 (1978) and 
The Collected Poems, 1931–1987

 (1988). Nobel Prize for Literature (1980).









milquetoast

 
/ˈmilktōst /

 
Milquetoast





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who is timid or submissive


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a soppy, milquetoast composer.

















– origin

 1930s: from the name of a cartoon character, Caspar 
Milquetoast

 , created by H. T. Webster in 1924.





milreis

 
/milˈrāSH, -ˈrās/





I.
 
noun




a former monetary unit of Portugal and Brazil, equal to one thousand reis.











– origin

 Portuguese, from 
mil

 ‘thousand’ + 
reis

 , plural of 
real

 (see real
 2
 ).





milt

 
/milt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the semen of a male fish.




2.
 
a sperm-filled reproductive gland of a male fish.











– origin

 Old English 
milte

 ‘spleen,’ of Germanic origin; perhaps related to melt
 . The current sense dates from the late 15th cent.





Milton, John

 
/ˈmiltn/





I.
 
(1608–74), English poet. His three major works, 
Paradise Lost

 (1667; revised, 1674), 
Paradise Regained

 (1671), and 
Samson Agonistes

 (1671), which were completed after he had gone blind in 1652, show his mastery of blank verse.




II.
 
derivatives





Miltonic

 
/milˈtänik /






adjective





















Miltonian

 
/milˈtōnēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the English poet John Milton or his works




•
 
a Miltonian epic.



















Milton Keynes

 
/ˌmiltn ˈkēnz/






a town in south central England; pop. 235,280 (est. 2009).









Milwaukee

 
/milˈwôkē/






an industrial port and city in southeastern Wisconsin, on the western shore of Lake Michigan; pop. 604,477 (est. 2008). It is noted for its brewing industry and is an important port on the St. Lawrence Seaway.









mim

 
/mim/





I.
 
adjective






(Scottish)

 affectedly modest or demure.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative of pursing the lips.





Mimas

 
/ˈmīməs, ˈmē- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Saturn, the seventh closest to the planet, discovered by W. Herschel in 1789. It has a diameter of 242 miles (390 km) and has many craters, one of which has a diameter of 80 miles (130 km), a third of the diameter of Mimas.







– origin

 named after a giant in Greek mythology, killed by Ares.






mime

 
/mīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the theatrical technique of suggesting action, character, or emotion without words, using only gesture, expression, and movement.




2.
 
a theatrical performance or part of a performance using mime.




3.
 
an action or set of actions intended to convey the idea of another action or an idea or feeling




•
 
he performed a brief mime of someone fencing.










4.
 
a practitioner of mime or a performer in a mime.




5.
 
(in ancient Greece and Rome) a simple farcical drama including mimicry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use gesture and movement without words in the acting of (a play or role).




2.
 
convey an impression of (an idea or feeling) by gesture and movement, without using words; mimic (an action or set of actions) in this way




•
 
he stands up and mimes throwing a spear.














III.
 
derivatives





mimer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (also in the sense ‘mimic or jester’): from Latin 
mimus

 , from Greek 
mimos

 .





MIME

 
/mīm, ˈem ˈī ˈem ˈē/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a standard for formatting files of different types, such as text, graphics, or audio, so they can be sent over the Internet and seen or played by a web browser or email application.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: an acronym for 
multipurpose Internet mail extensions

 .





mimeo

 
/ˈmimēˌō/






noun




short for mimeograph
 .














mimeograph

 
/ˈmimēəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a duplicating machine that produces copies from a stencil, now superseded by the photocopier.




2.
 
a copy produced on a mimeograph.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a copy of (a document) with a mimeograph.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
mimeomai

 ‘I imitate’ + -graph
 .





mimesis

 
/məˈmēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 imitation, in particular




2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 representation or imitation of the real world in art and literature.




3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 the deliberate imitation of the behavior of one group of people by another as a factor in social change.




4.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 
[Zoology]

 another term for mimicry
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
mimēsis

 , from 
mimeisthai

 ‘to imitate.’





mimetic

 
/məˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 relating to, constituting, or habitually practicing mimesis




•
 
mimetic patterns in butterflies.














II.
 
derivatives





mimetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
mimētikos

 ‘imitation,’ from 
mimeisthai

 ‘to imitate.’





mimetite

 
/ˈmiməˌtīt, ˈmī-/





I.
 
noun




a yellow or brown mineral consisting of a chloride and arsenate of lead, typically found as a crust or needlelike crystals in lead deposits.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
mimētēs

 ‘imitator’ + -ite
 1
 .





mimic

 
/ˈmimik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate (someone or their actions or words), typically in order to entertain or ridicule




•
 
she mimicked Eileen's voice.










2.
 
(of an animal or plant) resemble or imitate (another animal or plant), especially to deter predators or for camouflage.




3.
 
(of a drug) replicate the physiological effects of (another substance).




4.
 
(of a disease) exhibit symptoms that bear a deceptive resemblance to those of (another disease).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person skilled in imitating the voice, mannerisms, or movements of others in an entertaining way.




2.
 
an animal or plant that exhibits mimicry.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
imitative of something, especially for amusement




•
 
they were waging mimic war.














IV.
 
derivatives





mimicker






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as noun and adjective): via Latin from Greek 
mimikos

 , from 
mimos

 ‘mime.’






mimicry

 
/ˈmiməkrē/






noun



1.
 
the action or art of imitating someone or something, typically in order to entertain or ridicule




•
 
the word was spoken with gently teasing mimicry




•
 
a playful mimicry of the techniques of realist writers.










2.
 


[Biology]

 the close external resemblance of an animal or plant (or part of one) to another animal, plant, or inanimate object.

See also Batesian mimicry
 , Müllerian mimicry
 .













mimosa

 
/miˈmōsə miˈmōzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Australian acacia tree with delicate fernlike leaves and yellow flowers that are used by florists.

[
Acacia dealbata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
another name for the silk tree
 .




3.
 
a plant of a genus that includes the sensitive plant.

[Genus 
Mimosa

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a drink of champagne and orange juice.











– origin

 modern Latin, apparently from Latin 
mimus

 ‘mime’ (because the plant seemingly mimics the sensitivity of an animal) + the feminine suffix 
-osa

 .





Min

 
/min/





I.
 
noun




a dialect of Chinese spoken by more than 50 million people, mainly in Fujian province, Hainan, and Taiwan.











– origin

 Chinese.





min.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
minim (fluid measure).




2.
 
minimum.




3.
 
minute(s).













minacious

 
/məˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 menacing; threatening.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
minax

 , 
minac-

 ‘threatening’ (from 
minari

 ‘threaten’) + -ous
 .





Minamata disease

 
/ˌmēnəˈmätə diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




chronic poisoning by alkyl mercury compounds from industrial waste, characterized by (usually permanent) impairment of brain functions such as speech, sight, and muscular coordination.











– origin

 1950s: named after 
Minamata

 , a town in Japan.





Minangkabau

 
/ˌmēnaNGkəˈbou/





I.
 
noun




an Indonesian language spoken by more than 6 million people in Sumatra and elsewhere.











– origin

 Malay and Indonesian.





minaret

 
/ˌminəˈret/





I.
 
noun




a tall slender tower, typically part of a mosque, with a balcony from which a muezzin calls Muslims to prayer.








II.
 
derivatives





minareted






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, or from Spanish 
minarete

 , Italian 
minaretto

 , via Turkish from Arabic 
manār(a

 ) ‘lighthouse, minaret,’ based on 
nār

 ‘fire or light.’





minatory

 
/ˈminəˌtôrē ˈmīnəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 expressing or conveying a threat




•
 
he is unlikely to be deterred by minatory finger-wagging.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
minatorius

 , from 
minat-

 ‘threatened,’ from the verb 
minari

 .





minaudière

 
/ˌmēnōdˈyer/





I.
 
noun




a small, decorative handbag without handles or a strap.











– origin

 French, literally ‘coquettish woman,’ from 
minauder

 ‘simper.’





minbar

 
/ˈminbär /

 
mimbar





I.
 
noun




a short flight of steps used as a platform by a preacher in a mosque.











– origin

 from Arabic 
minbar

 .





mince

 
/mins/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
minced

 )
 — cut up or grind (food, especially meat) into very small pieces, typically in a machine with revolving blades




•
 
minced beef.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk with an affected delicacy or fastidiousness, typically with short quick steps




•
 
there were plenty of secretaries mincing about.














II.
 
noun




something minced, especially mincemeat




•
 
put the mince on a dish.














III.
 
phrases





not mince words (or one's words)






speak candidly and directly, especially when criticizing someone or something




•
 
a gruff surgeon who does not mince words.


















IV.
 
derivatives





mincer

 
/ˈminsər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mincier

 , based on Latin 
minutia

 ‘smallness.’





mincemeat

 
/ˈminsˌmēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture of currants, raisins, sugar, apples, candied citrus peel, spices, and suet, typically baked in a pie.




2.
 
minced meat.








II.
 
phrases





make mincemeat of someone








‹informal›

 defeat someone decisively or easily in a fight, contest, or argument.

















mince pie

 
/ˈˌmins ˈpī/






noun




a small, round pie or tart containing sweet mincemeat, typically eaten at Christmas.













Minch

 
/min(t)SH /

 
the Minch
 , the Minches






a channel in the Atlantic Ocean, between the mainland of Scotland and the Outer Hebrides. The northern stretch is called the 
North Minch

 ; the southern stretch, northwest of Skye, is called the 
Little Minch

 .









mincing

 
/ˈminsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man) affectedly dainty in manner or gait




•
 
he followed her with quick, mincing steps.














II.
 
derivatives





mincingly

 
/ˈminsiNGlē /






adverb






















mind

 
/mīnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the element of a person that enables them to be aware of the world and their experiences, to think, and to feel; the faculty of consciousness and thought




•
 
as the thoughts ran through his mind, he came to a conclusion




•
 
people have the price they are prepared to pay settled in their minds.










2.
 
a person's mental processes contrasted with physical action




•
 
I wrote a letter in my mind.










3.
 
a person's intellect




•
 
his keen mind.










4.
 
a person's memory




•
 
the company's name 
slips

 my 
mind

 .










5.
 
a person identified with their intellectual faculties




•
 
he was one of the greatest minds of his time.










6.
 
a person's attention




•
 
I expect my employees to keep their minds on the job.










7.
 
the will or determination to achieve something




•
 
anyone can lose weight if they set their mind to it.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — be distressed, annoyed, or worried by




•
 
I don't mind the rain.










2.
 
have an objection to




•
 
what does that mean, if you don't mind my asking?




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
do you mind if I have a cigarette?










3.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ] (
mind doing something

 )
 — be reluctant to do something (often used in polite requests)




•
 
I don't mind admitting I was worried.










4.
 
(
would not mind something

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express one's strong enthusiasm for something




•
 
I wouldn't mind some coaching from him!










5.
 
regard as important; feel concern about




•
 
never mind the opinion polls




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
why should she mind about a few snubs from people she didn't care for?










6.
 
[with 
clause

 in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 used to urge someone to remember or take care to bring about something




•
 
mind you look after the children.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (also 
mind you

 )
 — used to introduce a qualification to a previous statement




•
 
we've got some decorations up—not a lot, mind you.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to make a command more insistent or to draw attention to a statement




•
 
be early to bed tonight, mind.










9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Irish)

 be obedient to




•
 
you think about how much Cal does for you, and you mind her, you hear?










10.
 


(Scottish)

 remember




•
 
I mind the time when he lost his false teeth.










11.
 
take care of temporarily




•
 
we left our husbands to mind the children while we went out.










12.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — used to warn someone to avoid injury or damage from a hazard




•
 
mind your head on that cupboard!










13.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — be careful about the quality or nature of




•
 
mind your manners!










14.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ] (
be minded

 )
 — 

‹chiefly formal›

 be inclined or disposed to do a particular thing




•
 
he was minded to reject the application




•
 
the Board was given leave to object if it was so minded.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be of two minds






be unable to decide between alternatives.









2.
 
be of one (or a different) mind






share the same (or hold a different) opinion.









3.
 
bear (or keep) in mind






remember and take into account


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
you need to bear in mind that the figures vary from place to place.















4.
 
close one's mind to






refuse to consider or acknowledge.









5.
 
come (or spring) to mind






(of a thought or idea) occur to someone.









6.
 
don't mind if I do








‹informal›

 used to accept an invitation.









7.
 
give someone a piece of one's mind






tell someone what one thinks of them, especially in anger.









8.
 
have a (or a good or half a) mind to do something






be very much inclined to do something




•
 
I've a good mind to write to the manager to complain.















9.
 
have someone or something in mind





a.
 
be thinking of.




b.
 
intend




•
 
I 
had it in mind to

 ask you to work for me.















10.
 
have a mind of one's own





a.
 
be capable of independent opinion or action.




b.
 
(of an inanimate object) seem capable of thought and intention, especially by behaving contrary to the will of the person using it




•
 
the shopping cart had a mind of its own.















11.
 
in one's mind's eye






in one's imagination or mental view.









12.
 
mind over matter






the use of willpower to overcome physical problems.









13.
 
mind one's own business






refrain from prying or interfering.









14.
 
mind one's Ps & Qs






be careful to behave well and avoid giving offense.

[of unknown origin; said by some to refer to the care a young student must take in differentiating the tailed letters 
p

 and 
q

 .]









15.
 
mind the store








‹informal›

 have charge of something temporarily.









16.
 
never mind





a.
 
used to urge someone not to feel anxiety or distress




•
 
never mind—it's all right now.










b.
 
used to suggest that a problem or objection is not important




•
 
that's getting off the subject, but never mind.










c.
 
(also 
never you mind

 )
 — used in refusing to answer a question




•
 
never mind where I'm going.










d.
 
used to indicate that what has been said of one thing applies even more to another




•
 
he was so tired that he found it hard to think, never mind talk.















17.
 
not pay someone any mind








(N. Amer.)

 not pay someone any attention.









18.
 
on someone's mind






preoccupying someone, especially in a disquieting way




•
 
new parents have many worries on their minds.















19.
 
an open mind






the readiness to consider something without prejudice.









20.
 
open one's mind to






be receptive to




•
 
he opened his mind to the ways of the rest of the world.















21.
 
out of one's mind





a.
 
having lost control of one's mental faculties.




b.
 


‹informal›

 suffering from a particular condition to a very high degree




•
 
she was bored out of her mind.















22.
 
put someone in mind of






resemble and so cause someone to think of or remember




•
 
he was a small, well-dressed man who put her in mind of a jockey.















23.
 
put (or set) one's mind to






direct all one's attention to (achieving something)




•
 
she'd have made an excellent dancer, if she'd have put her mind to it.















24.
 
put someone/something out of one's mind






deliberately forget someone or something.









25.
 
to my mind






in my opinion




•
 
this story is, to my mind, a masterpiece.





















– origin

 Old English 
gemynd

 ‘memory, thought,’ of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root meaning ‘revolve in the mind, think,’ shared by Sanskrit 
manas

 and Latin 
mens

 ‘mind.’





mind-altering

 
/ˈmīndˌôlt(ə)riNG/






adjective




(of a hallucinogenic drug) producing mood changes or giving a sense of heightened awareness.













Mindanao

 
/ˌmindəˈnäˌō, -ˈnou/






an island in southeastern Philippines, the country's second largest island. Its chief town is Davao.









mind-bending





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (chiefly of a hallucinogenic drug) influencing or altering one's state of mind.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mind-bender






noun













2.
 
mind-bendingly






adverb





















mind-blowing





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 overwhelmingly impressive




•
 
for a kid, Chicago was really mind-blowing.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a drug) inducing hallucinations.








II.
 
derivatives





mind-blowingly






adverb





















mind-boggling





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 overwhelming; startling




•
 
a chip that processes data at mind-boggling speed.














II.
 
derivatives





mind-bogglingly






adverb





















minded

 
/ˈmīndəd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 or with 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
inclined to think in a particular way




•
 
liberal-minded scholars




•
 
I'm not scientifically minded.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — interested in or enthusiastic about the thing specified




•
 
conservation-minded citizens.



















Mindel

 
/ˈmindəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 a Pleistocene glaciation in the Alps preceding the Riss, possibly corresponding to the Elsterian of northern Europe.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down at the time of the Mindel glaciation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of a river in southern Germany.





minder

 
/ˈmīndər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a person whose job it is to look after someone or something


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
their baby-minder is getting married.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a bodyguard employed to protect a celebrity or criminal




•
 
he was accompanied by his personal minder.



















mind-expanding

 
/ˈmīndikˌspandiNG/






adjective




(especially of a hallucinogenic drug) giving a sense of heightened or broader awareness.













mindful

 
/ˈmīn(d)fəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
conscious or aware of something




•
 
we can be more 
mindful of

 the energy we use to heat our homes.














II.
 
derivatives





mindfully

 
/ˈmīn(d)fəlē /






adverb





















mindfulness

 
/ˈmīn(d)f(ə)lnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being conscious or aware of something




•
 
their mindfulness of the wider cinematic tradition.










2.
 
a mental state achieved by focusing one's awareness on the present moment, while calmly acknowledging and accepting one's feelings, thoughts, and bodily sensations, used as a therapeutic technique.













mind game






noun




a series of deliberate actions or responses planned for psychological effect on another, typically for amusement or competitive advantage.













mindless

 
/ˈmīn(d)ləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
acting or done without justification or concern for the consequences




•
 
a generation of mindless vandals




•
 
mindless violence.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
mindless of

 )
 — not thinking of or concerned about




•
 
mindless of the fact she was in her nightgown, she rushed to the door.










3.
 
(of an activity) so simple or repetitive as to be performed automatically without thought or skill




•
 
the monotony of housework turns it into a mindless task.














II.
 
derivatives





mindlessness

 
/ˈmīn(d)ləsnəs /






noun





















mindlessly

 
/ˈmīn(d)lislē/






adverb



1.
 
without justification and with no concern for the consequences




•
 
they roam the streets mindlessly vandalizing our property.










2.
 
without thinking or using one's intelligence




•
 
reporters have mindlessly repeated this obviously false story




•
 
I just stare mindlessly into space.



















mind-numbing





I.
 
adjective




so extreme or intense as to prevent normal thought




•
 
the jury sat through hours of mind-numbing testimony.














II.
 
derivatives





mind-numbingly






adverb





















Mindoro

 
/minˈdôrō/






an island in the Philippines, southwest of Luzon.









mind reader

 
/mīnd ˈrēdər/





I.
 
noun




a person who can supposedly discern what another person is thinking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mind-read

 
/ˈmīnd ˌred /






verb













2.
 
mind reading

 
/ˈmīnd ˌrēdiNG /






noun





















mindset

 
/ˈmīn(d)set/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the established set of attitudes held by someone




•
 
the region seems stuck in a medieval mindset.



















mindshare

 
/ˈmīn(d)SHer/






noun




relative public awareness of a phenomenon




•
 
the need to compete for mindshare from an audience with a short attention span.




















mine1


 
/mīn/





I.
 
possessive pronoun




used to refer to a thing or things belonging to or associated with the speaker




•
 
you go your way and I'll go mine




•
 
some friends 
of mine

 .














II.
 
possessive determiner






‹archaic›

 (used before a vowel) my




•
 
tears did fill mine eyes.

















– origin

 Old English 
mīn

 , of Germanic origin; related to me
 and to Dutch 
mijn

 and German 
mein

 .






mine2


 
/mīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an excavation in the earth for extracting coal or other minerals




•
 
a copper mine.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an abundant source of something




•
 
the book contains 
a mine of

 information.










3.
 
a type of bomb placed on or just below the surface of the ground or in the water that detonates when disturbed by a person, vehicle, or ship.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a subterranean passage under the wall of a besieged fortress, especially one in which explosives are put to blow up fortifications.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain (coal or other minerals) from a mine.




2.
 
dig in (the earth) for coal or other minerals




•
 
the hills were 
mined for

 copper oxide




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
many financiers managed to obtain concessions to 
mine for

 silver.










3.
 
dig or burrow in (the earth).




4.
 
delve into (an abundant source) to extract something of value, especially information or skill




•
 
how do they manage to 
mine

 such 
a rich vein of

 talent?










5.
 
obtain units of (a cryptocurrency) by running a computer process to solve specific mathematical problems




•
 
if you're mining bitcoin you need to do it faster than anyone else.










6.
 
lay explosive mines on or just below the surface of (the ground or water)




•
 
the area was heavily mined.










7.
 
destroy by means of an explosive mine.








III.
 
derivatives





mineable

 
/ˈmīnəb(ə)l /

 
minable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mine

 (noun), 
miner

 (verb), perhaps of Celtic origin; compare with Welsh 
mwyn

 ‘ore,’ earlier ‘mine.’





mine detector

 
/mīn dəˈtektər dēˈtektər/






noun




an instrument used for detecting explosive mines.













minefield

 
/ˈmīnˌfēld /

 
mine field






noun



1.
 
an area planted with explosive mines.




2.
 
a subject or situation presenting unseen hazards




•
 
a minefield of technical regulations.



















minelayer

 
/ˈmīnˌlāər/





I.
 
noun




a warship, aircraft, or land vehicle from which explosive mines are laid.








II.
 
derivatives





minelaying

 
/ˈmīnˌlāiNG /






noun





















miner

 
/ˈmīnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who works in a mine




•
 
the miners were freed after spending four days trapped underground.










2.
 
a person who obtains units of a cryptocurrency by running computer processes to solve specific mathematical problems




•
 
anyone can become a bitcoin miner.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a person who digs tunnels in order to destroy an enemy position with explosives.




4.
 
an Australian bird of the honeyeater family, having a loud call and typically nesting colonially.

[Genus 
Manorina

 , family 
Meliphagidae

 : five species, including the 
bell miner

 or bellbird (
M. melanophrys

 ), with greenish plumage and a bell-like call.]




5.
 
a small South American bird of the ovenbird family that excavates a long burrow for breeding.

[Genus 
Geositta

 , family 
Furnariidae

 : several species.]




6.
 
short for leaf miner
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
minour

 , from 
miner

 ‘to mine’ (see mine
 2
 ).





mineral

 
/ˈmin(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid inorganic substance of natural occurrence.




2.
 
a substance obtained by mining.




3.
 
an inorganic substance needed by the human body for good health.




4.
 
(
minerals

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 (in commercial use) effervescent soft drinks.








II.
 
adjective




of or denoting a mineral




•
 
mineral ingredients such as zinc oxide.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
minerale

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
mineralis

 , from 
minera

 ‘ore.’





mineralize

 
/ˈmin(ə)rəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (organic matter) wholly or partly into a mineral or inorganic material or structure.




2.
 
impregnate (water or another liquid) with a mineral substance.








II.
 
derivatives





mineralization

 
/ˌmin(ə)rələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌmin(ə)rəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















mineralocorticoid

 
/ˌmin(ə)rəˌlōˈkôrdəkoid/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a corticosteroid, such as aldosterone, that is involved with maintaining the salt balance in the body.













mineralogy

 
/ˌminəˈräləjē ˌminəˈraləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of minerals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mineralogical

 
/ˈˌmin(ə)rəˈˌläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
mineralogically

 
/ˌmin(ə)rəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
mineralogist

 
/ˌminəˈräləjəst /






noun





















mineral oil

 
/ˈmin(ə)rəl oil/






noun




a distillation product of petroleum, especially one used as a lubricant, moisturizer, or laxative.













mineral spirits

 
/ˈmin(ə)rəl ˈspirits/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a volatile, colorless liquid distilled from petroleum, used as a paint thinner and solvent.













mineral water






noun



1.
 
water found in nature with some dissolved salts present.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an artificial imitation of this, especially soda water.













mineral wool






noun




a substance resembling matted wool and made from inorganic mineral material, used chiefly for packing or insulation.













Minerva

 
/məˈnərvə /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







the goddess of handicrafts, widely worshiped and regularly identified with the Greek goddess Athena, which led to her being regarded also as the goddess of war.









mine shaft

 
/ˈmīn ˌSHaft /

 
mineshaft






noun




a deep narrow vertical hole, or sometimes a horizontal tunnel, that gives access to a mine.













minestrone

 
/ˌminəˈstrōnē/





I.
 
noun




a thick soup containing vegetables and pasta.











– origin

 Italian.





minesweeper

 
/ˈmīnˌswēpər/





I.
 
noun




a ship or aircraft equipped for detecting and removing or destroying tethered explosive mines.








II.
 
derivatives





minesweeping

 
/ˈmīnˌswēpiNG /






noun, adjective





















mineworker

 
/ˈmīnˌwərkər/






noun




a person who works in a mine, especially a coal mine.













Ming

 
/miNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dynasty ruling China 1368–1644 founded by 
Zhu Yuanzhang

 (1328–98).




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — Chinese porcelain made during the rule of the Ming dynasty, characterized by elaborate designs and vivid colors




•
 
a priceless Ming vase.

















– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘clear or bright.’





minger

 
/ˈmiNGər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an unattractive or unpleasant person or thing




•
 
Why can't anyone see that Spencer is a complete minger?

















– origin

 1990s: from minging
 .






minging

 
/ˈmiNGiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 foul-smelling.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very bad or unpleasant




•
 
I'd really like to burn that minging beige jacket he has glued to him all the time.

















– origin

 1970s: perhaps from Scots dialect 
ming

 ‘excrement.’






mingle

 
/ˈmiNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
mix or cause to mix together


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the sound of voices 
mingled with

 a scraping of chairs




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
an expression that mingled compassion and bewilderment.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move freely around a place or at a social function, associating with others




•
 
over aperitifs, there was a chance to 
mingle with

 friends old and new.

















– origin

 late Middle English: frequentative of obsolete 
meng

 ‘mix or blend’ (related to among
 ), perhaps influenced by Middle Dutch 
mengelen

 .





Mingus, Charles

 
/ˈmiNGɡəs/






(1922–79), US jazz bassist and composer. A leading figure of the 1940s jazz scene, he experimented with atonality and was influenced by gospel and blues.









mingy

 
/ˈminjē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 mean and stingy




•
 
you've been too mingy with the sunscreen.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unexpectedly or undesirably small




•
 
a mingy kitchenette tucked in the corner.














II.
 
derivatives





mingily

 
/ˈminjəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps a blend of mean
 2
 and stingy
 .






Minho

 
/ˈmēnyo͞o/






Portuguese name for Miño
 .









mini

 
/ˈminē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a miniature version of something




•
 
a bouquet of mini carnations.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a very short skirt or dress.




2.
 
short for minicomputer
 .











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





mini-

 
/ˈminē/





I.
 
combining form




very small or minor of its kind; miniature




•
 
minicab




•
 
minicomputer.

















– origin

 from miniature
 , reinforced by minimum
 .






miniature

 
/ˈmin(ē)əCHər ˈmin(ē)əˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a replica of something) of a much smaller size than normal; very small




•
 
children dressed as miniature adults.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is much smaller than normal, especially a small replica or model.




2.
 
a plant or animal that is a smaller version of an existing variety or breed.




3.
 
a very small and highly detailed portrait or other painting.




4.
 
a picture or decorated letter in an illuminated manuscript.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 represent on a smaller scale; reduce to miniature dimensions.








IV.
 
phrases





in miniature






on a small scale, but otherwise a replica




•
 
a place that is Greece in miniature.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
miniatura

 , via medieval Latin from Latin 
miniare

 ‘rubricate, illuminate,’ from 
minium

 ‘red lead, vermilion’ (used to mark particular words in manuscripts).






miniature golf

 
//






noun




an informal version of golf played on a series of short constructed obstacle courses.













miniature poodle






noun




a poodle of a small breed




•
 
a woman walked past, leading a miniature poodle in a tartan coat.



















miniaturist

 
/ˈmin(ē)əCH(ə)rəst ˈmin(ē)əˌCHo͝orəst/






noun




a painter of miniatures or an illuminator of manuscripts.













miniaturize

 
/ˈmin(ē)əCHəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
miniaturized

 )


1.
 
make on a smaller or miniature scale




•
 
miniaturized computers.














II.
 
derivatives





miniaturization

 
/ˌmin(ē)əˌCHo͝orəˈzāSHən ˌmin(ē)əCHərəˈzāSHən ˌmin(ē)əCHəˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun





















minibar

 
/ˈminēˌbär/






noun




a refrigerator in a hotel room containing a selection of refreshments that are charged for on the bill if used by the occupant.













minibus

 
/ˈminēˌbəs/






noun




a small bus for about ten to fifteen passengers.













minicab

 
/ˈminēˌkab/






noun






(Brit.)

 a car that is used as a taxi but that must be ordered in advance because it is not licensed to pick up passengers who hail it in the street.













minicam

 
/ˈminēˌkam/






noun




a handheld video camera.













minicamp

 
/ˈminēˌkamp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a session run by a professional sports team to train particular players, or to test potential new players, before the main preseason training.













minicar

 
/ˈminēˌkär/






noun




a very small car, especially a subcompact.














minicomputer

 
/ˈminēkəmˌpyo͞odər/






noun




a computer of medium power, more than a microcomputer but less than a mainframe.













Minicoy Islands

 
/ˈminəkoi ˌīləndz/






one of the groups of islands forming the Indian Union Territory of Lakshadweep in the Indian Ocean.









minidisc

 
/ˈminēˌdisk/






noun




a disc having a format similar to a small CD but able to record sound or data as well as play it back.













minidress

 
/ˈminēˌdres/






noun




a very short dress.













mini-golf






noun




short for miniature golf
 .













minikin

 
/ˈminikin/






adjective






‹chiefly archaic›

 small; insignificant




•
 
capable men devoting their lives to such minikin pursuits.



















minim

 
/ˈminim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one sixtieth of a fluid dram, about one drop of liquid.




2.
 


[Music]

 British term for half note
 .




3.
 
(in calligraphy) a short vertical stroke, as in the letters 
i

 , 
m

 , 
n

 , 
u

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
minima

 , from 
minimus

 ‘smallest.’





minima

 
/ˈminəmə/






plural form of minimum
 .









minimal

 
/ˈminəməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a minimum amount, quantity, or degree; negligible




•
 
a minimal amount of information




•
 
production costs are minimal.










2.
 


[Art]

 characterized by the use of simple or primary forms or structures, especially geometric or massive ones.




3.
 
characterized by simplicity and lack of adornment or decoration




•
 
minimal, simple evening dresses in luxurious fabrics.










4.
 


[Music]

 characterized by the repetition and gradual alteration of short phrases.




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a pair of forms) distinguished by only one feature




•
 
“p” and “b” are a minimal pair, distinguished by the feature of voicing.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
minimus

 ‘smallest’ + -al
 .






minimalism

 
/ˈminəməˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
a trend in sculpture and painting that arose in the 1950s and used simple, typically massive, forms.




2.
 
an avant-garde movement in music characterized by the repetition of very short phrases that change gradually, producing a hypnotic effect.













minimalist

 
/ˈminəmələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person advocating minor or moderate reform in politics.




2.
 
a person who advocates or practices minimalism in art or music.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
advocating moderate political policies.




2.
 
of or relating to minimalism in art or music.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: first used with reference to the Russian Mensheviks. Usage in art and music dates from the 1960s.





mini-mall

 
/ˈminēmôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shopping mall containing a relatively small number of retail outlets and with access to each shop from the outside rather than from an interior hallway.













minimally

 
/ˈminəməlē/






adverb




to an extremely small extent; negligibly




•
 
shipments were only minimally affected by the strike




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
minimally invasive surgery.



















minimart

 
/ˈminēˌmärt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a convenience store.














minimax

 
/ˈminēˌmaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the lowest of a set of maximum values.

Compare with maximin
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 denoting a method or strategy in game theory that minimizes the greatest risk to a participant in a game or other situation of conflict.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 denoting the theory that in a game with two players, a player's smallest possible maximum loss is equal to the same player's greatest possible minimum gain.











– origin

 1940s: blend of minimum
 and maximum
 .





mini-me

 
/ˈminēˌmē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person closely resembling a smaller or younger version of another




•
 
so far, Eminem's mini-me has failed to get himself a moneymaking deal.

















– origin

 the name of a small cloned character in the movie 
Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me

 (1999).





minimize

 
/ˈminəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce (something, especially something unwanted or unpleasant) to the smallest possible amount or degree




•
 
the aim is to minimize costs.










2.
 
represent or estimate at less than the true value or importance




•
 
they may minimize, or even overlook, the importance of such beliefs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
minimization

 
/ˌminəməˈzāSH(ə)n ˌminəˌmīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
minimizer






noun






















minimum

 
/ˈminəməm/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the least or smallest amount or quantity possible, attainable, or required




•
 
technical difficulties have been 
kept to a minimum






•
 
they checked passports with 
the minimum of

 fuss.










2.
 
the lowest or smallest amount of a varying quantity (e.g., temperature) allowed, attained, or recorded




•
 
clients with a minimum of $500,000 to invest




•
 
winter minima of –40 ° C have been recorded.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point at which a continuously varying quantity ceases to decrease and begins to increase; the value of a quantity at such a point.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
smallest or lowest




•
 
this can be done with the minimum amount of effort.














III.
 
phrases





at a (or the) minimum






at the very least




•
 
we zipped along at a minimum of 55 mph.





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
minimus

 ‘least.’





minimum wage

 
/ˈˌminiməm ˈˌwāj/






noun




the lowest wage permitted by law or by a special agreement (such as one with a labor union).













mining

 
/ˈmīniNG/






noun




the process or industry of obtaining coal or other minerals from a mine.













minion

 
/ˈminyən/





I.
 
noun




a follower or underling of a powerful person, especially a servile or unimportant one.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
mignon

 , 
mignonne

 .





mini-pill

 
/ˈminē pil/






noun




a contraceptive pill containing progestin and not estrogen.













miniseries

 
/ˈminēˌsirēz/






noun




a television drama shown in a number of episodes.













miniskirt

 
/ˈminēˌskərt/






noun




a very short skirt.














minister

 
/ˈminəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
minister of religion

 )
 — a member of the clergy, especially in Protestant churches.




2.
 
(also 
minister general

 )
 — the superior of some religious orders.




3.
 
(in certain countries) a head of a government department




•
 
Britain's defense minister.










4.
 
a diplomatic agent, usually ranking below an ambassador, representing a state or sovereign in a foreign country.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a person or thing used to achieve or convey something




•
 
the Angels are ministers of the Divine Will.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
minister to

 )
 — attend to the needs of (someone)




•
 
her doctor was busy ministering to the injured.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 provide (something necessary or helpful)




•
 
the story was able to minister true consolation.










3.
 
act as a minister of religion.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — administer (a sacrament).








III.
 
derivatives





ministership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun and 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
ministre

 (noun), 
ministrer

 (verb), from Latin 
minister

 ‘servant,’ from 
minus

 ‘less.’






ministerial

 
/ˌminəˈstirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a minister of religion.




2.
 
of or relating to a government minister or ministers




•
 
ministerial officials.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 acting as an agent, instrument, or means in achieving a purpose




•
 
those uses of conversation which are ministerial to intellectual culture.














II.
 
derivatives





ministerially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
ministériel

 or late Latin 
ministerialis

 , from Latin 
ministerium

 ‘ministry.’





ministration

 
/ˌminəˈstrāSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
ministrations

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹humorous›

 the provision of assistance or care




•
 
a kitchen made spotless by the 
ministrations of

 a cleaning lady.










2.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹humorous›

 the services of a minister of religion or of a religious institution.




3.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹humorous›

 the action of administering the sacrament.








II.
 
derivatives





ministrant

 
/ˈminəstrənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ministratio(n-)

 , from 
ministrare

 ‘wait upon,’ from 
minister

 (see minister
 ).





ministroke

 
/ˈminēˌstrōk/






noun




another term for transient ischemic attack
 :




•
 
he has vowed to relax and take things easy after suffering a ministroke in November.



















ministry

 
/ˈminəstrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the work or vocation of a minister of religion




•
 
he is training for the ministry.










2.
 
the period of tenure of a minister of religion.




3.
 
the spiritual work or service of any Christian or a group of Christians, especially evangelism




•
 
a ministry of Christian healing.










4.
 
(in certain countries) a government department headed by a minister of state




•
 
the Ministry of Agriculture.










5.
 
(in certain countries) a period of government under one prime minister




•
 
Gladstone's first ministry was outstanding.










6.
 


‹rare›

 the action of ministering to someone




•
 
the soldiers were no less in need of his ministry.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 1): from Latin 
ministerium

 , from 
minister

 (see minister
 ).





minitower

 
/ˈminēˌtouər/






noun




a small vertical case for a computer, or a computer mounted in such a case




•
 
the desk has a compartment for a minitower




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the minitower case is sturdy.



















minivan

 
/ˈminēˌvan/






noun




a small van, typically one fitted with seats in the back for passengers.













miniver

 
/ˈminəvər/





I.
 
noun




plain white fur used for lining or trimming clothes.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
menu vair

 ‘little vair,’ from 
menu

 ‘little’ + 
vair

 ‘squirrel fur’ (see vair
 ).





mink

 
/miNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, semiaquatic, stoatlike carnivore native to North America and Eurasia. The American mink is widely farmed for its fur, resulting in its becoming naturalized in many parts of Europe.

[Genus 
Mustela

 , family 
Mustelidae

 : the 
American mink

 (
M. vison

 ) and the smaller 
European mink

 (
M. lutreola

 ).]




2.
 
the thick brown fur of the mink.




3.
 
a coat made of this.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the animal's fur): from Swedish.





minke

 
/ˈmiNGkē /

 
minke whale





I.
 
noun




a small rorqual whale with a dark gray back, white underparts, and pale markings on the fins and behind the head.

[
Balaenoptera acutorostrata

 , family 
Balaenopteridae

 .]











– origin

 1930s: probably from 
Meincke

 , the name of a Norwegian whaler.





Minn.






abbreviation




Minnesota.













Minneapolis

 
/ˌminēˈapələs/






an industrial city and port on the Mississippi River in southeastern Minnesota; pop. 382,605 (est. 2008) It is a major agricultural center for the upper Midwest.









Minnelli, Liza

 
/miˈnelē/






(1946–), US actress; daughter of Judy Garland and Vincente Minnelli; full name 
Liza May Minnelli

 . In 1965, she won a Tony Award for her role in 
Flora, the Red Menace

 on Broadway. Notable movies: 
The Sterile Cuckoo

 (1969), 
Cabaret

 (1972), 
Arthur

 (1981), and 
Stepping Out

 (1991).









Minnelli, Vincente

 
/miˈnelē/






(1910–86), US movie director. His movies include 
The Clock

 (1945), 
Kismet

 (1955), and 
Gigi

 (1958). He was the father of Liza Minnelli.









minneola

 
/ˌminēˈōlə/





I.
 
noun




a deep reddish tangelo of a thin-skinned variety.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after a town in Florida.





minnesinger

 
/ˈminiˌsiNGər, -əˌziNGər/





I.
 
noun




a German lyric poet and singer of the 12th–14th centuries who performed songs of courtly love.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Minnesinger

 ‘love-singer.’






Minnesota

 
/ˌminəˈsōdə/






a state in the northern central US, on the Canadian border; pop. 5,220,393 (est. 2008); capital, St. Paul; statehood, May 11, 1858 (32). Part of it was ceded to Britain by the French in 1763 and then acquired by the US in 1783. The remainder formed part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.









Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory

 
MMPI






noun




a test consisting of hundreds of true-false questions, used as a diagnostic tool by psychologists.













Minnesotan

 
/ˌminəˈsōtn/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Minnesota or its inhabitants




•
 
my Minnesotan adventure was an overall success.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Minnesota




•
 
the waiter's wife was a Minnesotan.



















Minnesota River






a river that flows for 320 miles (530 km) through Minnesota to join the Mississippi River just south of the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul.









Minnetonka

 
/ˌminəˈtäNGkə/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, west of Minneapolis; pop. 50,081 (est. 2008).









minnow

 
/ˈminō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small freshwater Eurasian cyprinoid fish that typically forms large shoals.

[
Phoxinus phoxinus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]




2.
 
any fish of the family 
Cyprinidae

 , the largest family of fishes, which includes carps, shiners, spinefins, squawfishes, chubs, daces, and stonerollers.




3.
 
used in names of similar small freshwater fishes, e.g., 
mudminnow

 , 
topminnow

 .




4.
 


[Fishing]

 an artificial lure imitating a minnow.




5.
 
a person or organization of relatively small size, power, or influence.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably related to Dutch 
meun

 and German 
Münne

 , influenced by Anglo-Norman French 
menu

 ‘small, minnow.’






Miño

 
/ˈmēnyō/






a river that rises in northwestern Spain and flows south to the Portuguese border, which it follows before entering the Atlantic Ocean north of Viana do Castelo.

Portuguese name Minho
 .









Minoan

 
/məˈnōn mīˈnōən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a Bronze Age civilization centered on Crete (
c.

 3000–1050 
BC

 ), its people, or its language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of Minoan Crete or member of the Minoan people.




2.
 
the language or scripts associated with the Minoans.

The Minoan civilization had reached its zenith by the beginning of the late Bronze Age; impressive remains reveal the existence of large urban centers dominated by palaces. The civilization is also noted for its script (see Linear A
 ) and distinctive art and architecture.











– origin

 named after the legendary Cretan king Minos
 , to whom a palace excavated at Knossos was attributed.






minor

 
/ˈmīnər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lesser in importance, seriousness, or significance




•
 
minor alterations.










2.
 


[Music]

 (of a scale) having intervals of a semitone between the second and third degrees, and (usually) the fifth and sixth, and the seventh and eighth.

Contrasted with major
 .




3.
 
(of an interval) characteristic of a minor scale and less by a semitone than the equivalent major interval.

Compare with diminished
 .




4.
 
[usu. 
postpositive

 ]
 — (of a key or mode) based on a minor scale, tending to produce a sad or pensive effect




•
 
Concerto in A minor.










5.
 


[Logic]

 (of a term) occurring as the subject of the conclusion of a categorical syllogism.




6.
 
(of a premise) containing the minor term in a categorical syllogism.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person under the age of full legal responsibility.




2.
 


[Music]

 a minor key, interval, or scale.




3.
 
(
Minor

 )
 — 

[Bell-ringing]

 a system of change-ringing using six bells.




4.
 
(
the minors

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the minor leagues in a particular professional sport, especially baseball




•
 
he's been pitching in the minors for six years.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a college student's subsidiary subject or area of concentration




•
 
a minor in American Indian studies.










6.
 


[Logic]

 a minor term or premise.




7.
 


[Bridge]

 short for minor suit
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
minor in

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 study or qualify in as a subsidiary subject at college or university.








IV.
 
phrases





in a minor key






(especially of a literary work) understated.















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, ‘smaller, less’; related to 
minuere

 ‘lessen.’ The term originally denoted a Franciscan friar, suggested by the Latin name 
Fratres Minores

 (‘Lesser Brethren’), chosen by St. Francis for the order.





minor axis






noun






[Geometry]

 the shorter axis of an ellipse that is perpendicular to its major axis.













Minorca

 
/məˈnôrkə/





I.
 
the most easterly and second largest of the Balearic Islands of Spain, in the western Mediterranean Sea; pop. 92,434 (2008); capital, Mahón. Spanish name 
Menorca

 .




II.
 
derivatives





Minorcan






adjective, noun





















Minorite

 
/ˈmīnəˌrīt/






a Franciscan friar, or Friar Minor.









minority

 
/məˈnôrədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the smaller number or part, especially a number that is less than half the whole number




•
 
harsher measures for 
the minority of

 really serious offenders




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a minority party.










2.
 
the number of votes cast for or by the smaller party in a legislative assembly




•
 
a blocking minority of 23 votes.










3.
 
a relatively small group of people, especially one commonly discriminated against in a community, society, or nation, differing from others in race, religion, language, or political persuasion




•
 
representatives of ethnic minorities




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
minority rights.










4.
 
the state or period of being under the age of full legal responsibility.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or find oneself) in a minority of one








‹often humorous›

 be the sole person to be in favor of or against something.









2.
 
in the minority






belonging to or constituting the smaller group or number




•
 
those who acknowledge his influence are certainly in the minority.





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the state of being a minor): from French 
minorité

 or medieval Latin 
minoritas

 , from Latin 
minor

 ‘smaller’ (see minor
 ).





minority government






noun




a government in which the governing party has most seats but still less than half the total.













minority interest






noun



1.
 
an activity, subject, etc., that is of interest to only a limited number of people




•
 
opera is a minority interest even among those who do attend arts events on a regular basis.










2.
 
a significant share in a subsidiary company, owned by a party other than the holding company




•
 
Asper acquired a minority interest in TV3 New Zealand.



















minority leader

 
//






noun




the head of the minority party in a legislative body, especially the US Senate or House of Representatives.













minority report

 
/məˈnôrədē rəˈpôrt rēˈpôrt/






noun




a separate report presented by members of a committee or other group who disagree with the majority.













minority shareholder






noun




a shareholder owning less than half of a company's total shares




•
 
the bank's minority shareholders have announced their intention to take it to court.



















minor league

 
/ˌmīnər ˈlēɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a league below the level of the major league in a particular professional sport, especially baseball




•
 
he hit a lot of home runs in the minor leagues




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a minor-league outfielder.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 of lesser power or significance




•
 
a minor-league villain.














II.
 
derivatives





minor-leaguer






noun





















minor orders






plural noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the formal grades of Catholic or Orthodox clergy below the rank of deacon (most now discontinued).













minor piece





I.
 
noun






[Chess]

 a bishop or knight.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named in contrast to the rook or queen.





minor planet

 
/ˌmīnər ˈplanət/






noun




an asteroid.

Often contrasted with major planet
 .













minor prophet

 
/ˌmīnər ˈpräfət/






noun




any of the twelve prophets after whom the shorter prophetic books of the Bible, from Hosea to Malachi, are named.














minor suit

 
/ˌmīnər ˈso͞ot/





I.
 
noun






[Bridge]

 diamonds or clubs.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: so named because of their lower scoring value.





minor tranquilizer






noun




a tranquilizer of the kind used to treat anxiety states, especially a benzodiazepine; an anxiolytic.














Minos

 
/ˈmīnəs ˈmīnäs ˈmīnôs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a legendary king of Crete, son of Zeus and Europa. His wife Pasiphaë gave birth to the Minotaur; Minos later exacted tribute from Athens in the form of young people to be devoured by the monster.









Minot

 
/ˈmīnät/






a commercial and industrial city in north central North Dakota; pop. 35,419 (est. 2008).









Minotaur

 
/ˈminəˌtô(ə)r /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a creature who was half man and half bull, the offspring of Pasiphaë and a bull with which she fell in love. Confined in Crete in a labyrinth made by Daedalus and fed on human flesh, it was eventually slain by Theseus.







– origin

 from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
Minōtauros

 , from 
Minōs

 (see Minos
 ) + 
tauros

 ‘bull.’





minoxidil

 
/məˈnäksəˌdil/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug that is used as a vasodilator in the treatment of hypertension, and is also used in lotions to promote hair growth.











– origin

 1970s: from amino
 + oxide
 + 
-dil

 (perhaps representing dilate
 ).





Minsk

 
/minsk/






the capital of Belarus, an industrial city in the central region of the country; pop. 1,829,100 (est. 2009).









minster

 
/ˈminstər/





I.
 
noun




a large or important church, typically one of cathedral status in the north of England that was built as part of a monastery




•
 
York Minster.

















– origin

 Old English 
mynster

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
monastērion

 (see monastery
 ).






minstrel

 
/ˈminstrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medieval singer or musician, especially one who sang or recited lyric or heroic poetry to a musical accompaniment for the nobility.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a member of a band of entertainers with blackened faces who performed songs and music ostensibly of black American origin.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
menestral

 ‘entertainer, servant,’ via Provençal from late Latin 
ministerialis

 ‘servant’ (see ministerial
 ).





minstrel show






noun




a popular stage entertainment featuring songs, dances, and comic dialogue in highly conventionalized patterns, usually performed by white actors in blackface. It developed in the US in the early and mid 19th century.













minstrelsy

 
/ˈminstrəlsē/





I.
 
noun




the practice of performing as a minstrel




•
 
a long tradition of minstrelsy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
menestralsie

 , from 
menestrel

 (see minstrel
 ).






mint1


 
/mint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic plant native to temperate regions of the Old World, several kinds of which are used as culinary herbs.

[Genus 
Mentha

 , family 
Labiatae

 (or 
Lamiaceae

 ; the 
mint family

 ): several species and hybrids, in particular the widely cultivated 
common mint

 or 
spearmint

 (
M. spicata

 ) and 
peppermint

 (
M.

 × 
piperita

 ). The mint family, the members of which have distinctive two-lobed flowers and square stems, includes numerous aromatic herbs, such as lavender, rosemary, sage, and thyme.]




2.
 
the flavor of mint, especially peppermint.




3.
 
a peppermint candy.








II.
 
derivatives





minty

 
/ˈmin(t)ē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
minte

 ; related to German 
Minze

 , ultimately via Latin from Greek 
minthē

 .





mint2


 
/mint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where money is coined, especially under state authority.




2.
 
(
a mint

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a vast sum of money




•
 
the car doesn't 
cost a mint

 .














II.
 
adjective




(of an object) in pristine condition; as new




•
 
a pair of speakers including stands, mint, $160.







[elliptically from 
in mint condition

 .]








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a coin) by stamping metal.




2.
 
produce for the first time




•
 
an example of newly minted technology.














IV.
 
phrases





in mint condition






(of an object) new or as if new.












V.
 
derivatives





minter

 
/ˈmin(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mynet

 ‘coin’; related to Dutch 
munt

 and German 
Münze

 , from Latin 
moneta

 ‘money.’





mintage

 
/ˈmin(t)ij/






noun



1.
 
the minting of coins.




2.
 
the number of copies issued of a particular coin




•
 
an estimated mintage of about 800.



















minted

 
/ˈmin(t)əd/






adjective




flavored or seasoned with mint




•
 
grilled lamb chops with minted potatoes.




















mint julep

 
/ˈmint ˈˌjo͞oləp/






noun




a drink consisting of bourbon, crushed ice, sugar, and fresh mint, typically served in a tall frosted glass and associated chiefly with the southern US.













mintmark

 
/ˈmintmärk /

 
mint mark






noun




a mark on a coin indicating the mint at which it was struck.













Minton, Sherman

 
/ˈmintn/






(1890–1965), US Supreme Court associate justice 1949–56. A US senator 1935–41 and a US circuit court of appeals judge 1941–49, he was appointed to the Court by President Truman.









mint par

 
mint parity






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 the ratio between the gold equivalents of currency in two countries.




2.
 


[Finance]

 the rate of exchange between two countries based on mint par.













minuend

 
/ˈminyəˌwend/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a quantity or number from which another is to be subtracted.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
minuendus

 , gerundive of 
minuere

 ‘diminish.’





minuet

 
/ˌminyəˈwet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slow, stately ballroom dance for two in triple time, popular especially in the 18th century.




2.
 
a piece of music in triple time in the style of a minuet, typically as a movement in a suite, sonata, or symphony and frequently coupled with a trio.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance a minuet.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
menuet

 , ‘fine, delicate,’ diminutive (used as a noun) of 
menu

 ‘small.’





Minuit, Peter

 
/ˈminyo͞oit/






(1580–1638), Dutch colonial administrator. He was the first director general of the North American Dutch colony of New Netherland 1626–31. He purchased Manhattan Island from Native Americans in 1626 for 60 guilders ($24).









minus

 
/ˈmīnəs/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
with the subtraction of




•
 
what's ninety-three minus seven?










2.
 


‹informal›

 lacking; deprived of




•
 
he was minus a finger on each hand.










3.
 
(of temperature) below zero




•
 
minus 10° Fahrenheit.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(before a number) below zero; negative




•
 
minus five.










2.
 
(after a grade) slightly worse than




•
 
my lowest grade was a B minus.










3.
 
having a negative electric charge.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
short for minus sign
 .




2.
 
a mathematical operation of subtraction.




3.
 
a disadvantage




•
 
for every plus with this equipment there can be a minus.














IV.
 
phrases





on the minus side






used to introduce a negative statement




•
 
on the minus side, the economy is unbalanced.





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
minor

 ‘less.’





minuscule

 
/ˈminəˌskyo͞ol minˈəsˌkyo͞ol /

 
miniscule





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely small; tiny




•
 
a minuscule fragment of DNA.










2.
 


‹informal›

 so small as to be negligible or insufficient




•
 
he believed the risk of infection was minuscule.










3.
 
of or in lowercase letters, as distinct from capitals or uncials.




4.
 
of or in a small cursive script of the Roman alphabet, with ascenders and descenders, developed in the 7th century 
AD

 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
minuscule script.




2.
 
a small or lowercase letter.








III.
 
derivatives





minuscular

 
/məˈnəskyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
minuscula (littera

 ) ‘somewhat smaller (letter).’ / 
usage:

 The standard spelling is 
minuscule

 rather than 
miniscule

 . The latter form is a very common one (accounting for almost half of citations for the term in the Oxford English Corpus), and has been recorded since the late 19th century. It arose by analogy with other words beginning with 
mini-

 , where the meaning is similarly ‘very small.’ It is now so widely used that it can be considered as an acceptable variant, although it should be avoided in formal contexts.






minus sign

 
/ˈmīnəs ˌsīn/






noun




the symbol −, indicating subtraction or a negative value.













minute1


 
/ˈminit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of time equal to sixty seconds or a sixtieth of an hour




•
 
he stood in the shower for twenty minutes




•
 


in ten minutes' time

 he could be on his way.










2.
 
the distance covered in sixty seconds by someone driving or walking




•
 
the hotel is situated just ten 
minutes from

 the center of the resort.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a very short time




•
 
come and sit down 
for a minute

 .










4.
 
an instant or a point of time




•
 
she had been laughing 
one minute

 and crying 
the next

 .










5.
 
(also 
arc minute

 or 
minute of arc

 )
 — a sixtieth of a degree of angular measurement (symbol: ʹ).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
any minute (or at any minute)






very soon.









2.
 
by the minute






(especially of the progress of a change) very rapidly




•
 
matters grew worse by the minute.















3.
 
just (or wait) a minute





a.
 
used as a request to delay an action, departure, or decision for a short time, usually to allow the speaker to do something




•
 
wait a minute—I have to put my makeup on.










b.
 
as a prelude to a challenge, query, or objection




•
 
just a minute—where do you think you're going?















4.
 
the minute (or the minute that)






as soon as




•
 
let me know the minute he returns.















5.
 
not for a minute






not at all




•
 
don't think for a minute that our pricing has affected our quality standards.















6.
 
this minute (or this very minute)








‹informal›

 at once; immediately




•
 
pull yourself together this minute.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
minuta

 , feminine (used as a noun) of 
minutus

 ‘made small.’ The senses ‘period of sixty seconds’ and ‘sixtieth of a degree’ derive from medieval Latin 
pars minuta prima

 ‘first minute part.’






minute2


 
/mīˈn(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely small




•
 
a minute fraction of an inch.










2.
 
so small as to verge on insignificance




•
 
he will have no more than a minute chance of exercising significant influence.










3.
 
(of an inquiry or investigation, or an account of one) taking the smallest points into consideration; precise and meticulous




•
 
a minute examination of the islands.














II.
 
derivatives





minuteness

 
/mīˈn(y)o͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lesser,’ with reference to a tithe or tax): from Latin 
minutus

 ‘lessened,’ past participle of 
minuere

 .





minute3


 
/ˈminit/





I.
 
noun

 — (
minutes

 )


1.
 
a summarized record of the proceedings at a meeting.




2.
 
an official memorandum authorizing or recommending a course of action.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record or note (the proceedings of a meeting or a specified item among such proceedings)




•
 
the Secretary shall minute the proceedings of each meeting.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the singular in the sense ‘note or memorandum’): from French 
minute

 , from the notion of a rough copy in “small writing” (Latin 
scriptura minuta

 ) as distinct from the fair copy in book hand. The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





minute gun






noun




a gun fired at intervals of a minute, especially at a funeral.













minute hand

 
/ˈminit ˌhand/






noun




the hand on a watch or clock that indicates minutes.













minutely

 
/mīˈn(y)o͞otlē/






adverb




with great attention to detail; meticulously




•
 
systems of politics are examined minutely by academics




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
minutely detailed descriptions covering every angle.



















minuteman

 
/ˈminətˌman/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (in the period preceding and during the American Revolution) a member of a class of American militiamen who volunteered to be ready for service at a minute's notice.




2.
 
(
Minuteman

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a type of three-stage intercontinental ballistic missile.













minutiae

 
/məˈn(y)o͞oSHēˌē məˈn(y)o͞oSHēˌī /

 
minutia





I.
 
plural noun




the small, precise, or trivial details of something




•
 
the minutiae of everyday life.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘trifles,’ from 
minutia

 ‘smallness,’ from 
minutus

 (see minute
 2
 ).





minx

 
/miNGks/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 
‹derogatory›

 an impudent, cunning, or boldly flirtatious girl or young woman.








II.
 
derivatives





minxish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a pet dog): of unknown origin.





minyan

 
/ˈminyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quorum of ten men (or in some synagogues, men and women) over the age of 13 required for traditional Jewish public worship.




2.
 
a meeting of Jews for public worship.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Hebrew 
minyān

 , literally ‘reckoning.’





Miocene

 
/ˈmīəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the fourth epoch of the Tertiary period, between the Oligocene and Pliocene epochs.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Miocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Miocene epoch or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Miocene epoch lasted from 23.3 million to 5.2 million years ago. During this time, the Alps and Himalayas were being formed and there was diversification of the primates, including the first apes.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
meiōn

 ‘less’ + 
kainos

 ‘new.’





miosis

 
/mīˈōsəs /

 
myosis





I.
 
noun




excessive constriction of the pupil of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





miotic

 
/mīˈätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
muein

 ‘shut the eyes’ + -osis
 .





MIP






abbreviation




monthly investment plan.













MIPS

 
/mips/





I.
 
noun




a unit of computing speed equivalent to a million instructions per second.











– origin

 1970s: acronym.





Mir

 
/ˈmir/






a Soviet space station, launched in 1986 and designed to be permanently manned.

Owing largely to its financial demands on an impoverished Russian government, the Mir program was terminated in March 2001, when the space station made its fiery re-entry into the earth's atmosphere, splashing down in the South Pacific. During its 14 years in space, Mir (which means ‘world’ and ‘peace’ in Russian) housed a total of 104 astronauts from various nations.









Mira

 
/ˈmīrə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a star in the constellation Cetus, regarded as the prototype of long-period variable stars.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘wonderful.’





Mirabeau, Comte de

 
/ˌmi(ə)rəˈbō/






(1749–91), French revolutionary politician; born 
Honoré Gabriel Riqueti

 . Prominent in the early days of the French Revolution, he pressed for a form of constitutional monarchy.









mirabelle

 
/ˈmirəˌbel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet yellow plumlike fruit that is a variety of the greengage.




2.
 
the tree that bears the mirabelle fruit.




3.
 
a liqueur distilled from the mirabelle fruit.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French.





mirabile dictu

 
/məˈräbəˌlā ˈdikto͞o, məˈrabəlē/





I.
 
adverb




wonderful to relate




•
 
and for once, mirabile dictu, they all seem to be getting along.

















– origin

 Latin.





miracidium

 
/ˌmīrəˈsidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a free-swimming ciliated larval stage in which a parasitic fluke passes from the egg to its first host, typically a snail.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
meirakidion

 , diminutive of 
meirakion

 ‘boy, stripling.’






miracle

 
/ˈmirək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surprising and welcome event that is not explicable by natural or scientific laws and is therefore considered to be the work of a divine agency




•
 
the miracle of rising from the grave.










2.
 
a highly improbable or extraordinary event, development, or accomplishment that brings very welcome consequences




•
 
it was a miracle that more people hadn't been killed or injured.










3.
 
an amazing product or achievement, or an outstanding example of something




•
 
a machine which was 
a miracle of

 design




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a miracle drug.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
miraculum

 ‘object of wonder,’ from 
mirari

 ‘to wonder,’ from 
mirus

 ‘wonderful.’






miracle play

 
/ˈmirikəl ˌplā/






noun




a mystery play.













miraculous

 
/məˈrakyələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring through divine or supernatural intervention, or manifesting such power




•
 
a miraculous cure.










2.
 
highly improbable and extraordinary and bringing very welcome consequences




•
 
I felt amazed and grateful for our 
miraculous escape

 .














II.
 
derivatives





miraculousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
miraculeux

 or medieval Latin 
miraculosus

 , from Latin 
miraculum

 (see miracle
 ).





miraculously

 
/məˈrakyələslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that suggests or resembles a miracle




•
 
a shrine where people bring the sick to be miraculously healed.










2.
 
in a remarkable and extremely lucky manner




•
 
the two drivers miraculously escaped with only minor injuries.



















mirador

 
/ˈmirəˌdôr, ˌmirəˈdôr/





I.
 
noun




a turret or tower attached to a building and providing an extensive view.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish, from 
mirar

 ‘to look.’





mirage

 
/məˈräZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an optical illusion caused by atmospheric conditions, especially the appearance of a sheet of water in a desert or on a hot road caused by the refraction of light from the sky by heated air.




2.
 
something that appears real or possible but is not in fact so




•
 
the notion that the public is pro-business is a mirage.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
se mirer

 ‘be reflected,’ from Latin 
mirare

 ‘look at.’





Miramar

 
/ˈmirəˌmär/






a city in south Florida; pop. 108,484 (est. 2008).









Miranda1


 
/məˈrandə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Uranus, the eleventh closest to the planet, with a diameter of 301 miles (485 km). Discovered in 1948, it is the innermost and smallest of the five major Uranian satellites and has a complex terrain of cratered areas and tracts of grooves and ridges.







– origin

 named after the daughter of Prospero in Shakespeare's 
The Tempest

 .






Miranda2


 
/məˈrandə/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 denoting or relating to the duty of the police to inform a person taken into custody of their right to legal counsel and the right to remain silent under questioning




•
 
the patrolman read Lee his Miranda rights.

















– origin

 1960s: from 
Miranda v. Arizona

 (1966), the case that led to this ruling by the US Supreme Court.





Mirandize

 
/məˈranˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inform (a person who has been arrested) of their legal rights, in accordance with the Miranda decision.




•
 
are we going to Mirandize them and give them habeas corpus hearings, or interrogate them and detain them until the end of hostilities?

















– origin

 1970s: from Miranda
 2
 .






mire

 
/ˈmī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stretch of swampy or boggy ground.




2.
 
soft and slushy mud or dirt.




3.
 


[Ecology]

 a wetland area or ecosystem based on peat.




4.
 
a situation or state of difficulty, distress, or embarrassment from which it is hard to extricate oneself




•
 
he has been left to squirm in a mire of new allegations.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become stuck in mud




•
 
sometimes a heavy truck gets 
mired down

 .










2.
 
cover or spatter with mud.




3.
 
(
mire someone/something in

 )
 — involve someone or something in (a difficulti situation)




•
 
the economy is mired in its longest recession since World War II.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
mýrr

 , of Germanic origin; related to moss
 .





mirepoix

 
/mirˈpwä/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of sautéed chopped vegetables used in various sauces.











– origin

 French, named after the Duc de 
Mirepoix

 (1699–1757), French general.





mirex

 
/ˈmīreks/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic insecticide of the organochlorine type used chiefly against ants.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





Miriam

 
/ˈmirēəm/






(in the Bible) sister of Moses and Aaron and a leader of the Hebrew women during the exodus.










mirid

 
/ˈmīrid, ˈmi(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun




an active plant bug of a large family that includes numerous plant pests.

Formerly called capsid
 1
 . [Family 
Miridae

 (formerly 
Capsidae

 ), suborder 
Heteroptera

 .]











– origin

 1940s: from modern Latin 
Miridae

 , from 
mirus

 ‘wonderful.’





mirk






noun, adjective




archaic spelling of murk
 .













mirky






adjective




archaic spelling of murky
 .













mirliton

 
/ˈmərləˌtän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical instrument with a nasal tone produced by a vibrating membrane, typically a toy instrument resembling a kazoo.




2.
 


(US)

 another term for chayote
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, ‘reed pipe,’ of imitative origin.





Miró, Joan

 
/miˈrō/






(1893–1983), Spanish painter. A prominent figure of surrealism, he painted a brightly colored fantasy world of variously spiky and amoebic calligraphic forms against plain backgrounds.









mirror

 
/ˈmirər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reflective surface, now typically of glass coated with a metal amalgam, that reflects a clear image.




2.
 
something regarded as accurately representing something else




•
 
the stage is supposed to be the mirror of life.










3.
 
(also 
mirror site

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a site on a network that stores some or all of the contents from another site.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a reflective surface) show a reflection of




•
 
the clear water mirrored the sky.










2.
 
correspond to




•
 
gradations of educational attainment that mirror differences in social background.










3.
 


[Computing]

 keep a copy of some or all of the contents of (a network site) at another site, typically in order to improve accessibility.




4.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
mirroring

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 store copies of data on (two or more hard disks) as a method of protecting it.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mirour

 , based on Latin 
mirare

 ‘look at.’ Early senses also included ‘a crystal used in magic’ and ‘a person deserving imitation.’





mirror ball

 
mirrorball






noun




a revolving ball covered with small mirrored facets, used to provide lighting effects at discos or dances.













mirror carp






noun




a common carp of an ornamental variety that has a row of large shiny platelike scales along each side. It has been naturalized in North America, Britain, and elsewhere.













mirrored

 
/ˈmirərd/






adjective



1.
 
having a surface like a mirror; reflective




•
 
mirrored sunglasses.










2.
 
fitted with a mirror or mirrors




•
 
the room has wall-to-wall mirrored wardrobes.



















mirror finish






noun




a very smooth reflective finish produced on the surface of a metal.













mirror glass






noun




glass with a reflective metallic coating, as used for mirrors.













mirror image

 
/ˌmirər ˈimij/






noun



1.
 
an image or object that is identical in form to another, but with the structure reversed, as in a mirror.




2.
 
a person or thing that closely resembles another




•
 
the city was the mirror image of Algiers.



















mirrorlike

 
/ˈmirərˌlīk/






adjective




(of a surface or material) reflecting an image like a mirror




•
 
the mirrorlike polish of the black floor.



















mirror symmetry






noun




symmetry about a plane, like that between an object and its reflection.













mirror writing

 
/ˈmirər ˌrīdiNG/






noun




reversed writing resembling ordinary writing reflected in a mirror.














mirth

 
/mərTH/





I.
 
noun




amusement, especially as expressed in laughter




•
 
his six-foot frame shook with mirth.

















– origin

 Old English 
myrgth

 , of Germanic origin; related to merry
 .





mirthful

 
/ˈmərTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




full of mirth; merry or amusing




•
 
mirthful laughter.














II.
 
derivatives





mirthfully

 
/ˈmərTHfəlē /






adverb





















mirthless

 
/ˈmərTHləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a smile or laugh) lacking real amusement and typically expressing irony




•
 
he gave a short, mirthless laugh.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mirthlessly






adverb













2.
 
mirthlessness






noun





















MIRV

 
/mərv/





I.
 
noun




a type of intercontinental nuclear missile carrying several independent warheads.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
Multiple Independently targeted Re-entry Vehicle

 .





miry

 
/ˈmīrē/






adjective




very muddy or boggy




•
 
the roads were miry in winter.



















MIS

 
/ˌem ˌī ˈes/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 management information system.














mis-1






I.
 
prefix



1.
 
(added to verbs and their derivatives) wrongly




•
 
misapply.










2.
 
badly




•
 
mismanage.










3.
 
unsuitably




•
 
misname.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin.





mis-2






I.
 
prefix




occurring in a few words adopted from French expressing a sense with negative force




•
 
misadventure




•
 
mischief.

















– origin

 from Old French 
mes-

 (based on Latin 
minus

 ), assimilated to mis-
 1
 .





misadventure

 
/ˌmisədˈven(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




an unfortunate incident; a mishap




•
 
an expensive misadventure in financial services.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mesaventure

 , from 
mesavenir

 ‘turn out badly.’





misaligned

 
/ˌmisəˈlīnd/






adjective




having an incorrect position or alignment




•
 
misaligned headlights.



















misalignment

 
/ˌmisəˈlīnmənt/






noun




the incorrect arrangement or position of something in relation to something else.













misalliance

 
/ˌmisəˈlīəns/





I.
 
noun




an unsuitable, unhappy, or unworkable alliance or marriage.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from mis-
 1
 ‘awry’ + alliance
 , on the pattern of French 
mésalliance

 .





misandrist

 
/miˈsandrist/





I.
 
noun




a person who dislikes, despises, or is strongly prejudiced against men




•
 
the counterpart to a misogynist is a misandrist.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of a misandrist




•
 
the university is teaching misandrist lies.



















misandry

 
/miˈsandrē/





I.
 
noun




dislike of, contempt for, or ingrained prejudice against men (i.e., the male sex)




•
 
her brand of feminism is just poorly disguised misandry.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
miso-

 ‘hating’ + 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘man,’ on the pattern of 
misogyny

 .





misanthrope

 
/ˈmis(ə)nˌTHrōp ˈmiz(ə)nˌTHrōp /

 
misanthropist





I.
 
noun




a person who dislikes humankind and avoids human society.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
misanthrōpos

 , from 
misein

 ‘to hate’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘man.’





misanthropic

 
/ˌmis(ə)nˈTHräpik/





I.
 
adjective




disliking humankind and avoiding human society




•
 
a misanthropic drunken loner.




•
 
with his misanthropic outlook, he was an ugly character.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
misanthropical

 
/ˌmisənˈTHräpikəl /






adjective













2.
 
misanthropically

 
/ˌmisənˈTHräpik(ə)lē /






adverb





















misanthropy

 
/məˈsanTHrəpē/





I.
 
noun




a dislike of humankind.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
misanthrōpia

 , from 
miso-

 ‘hating’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘man.’





misapply

 
/ˌmisəˈplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be misapplied

 )


1.
 
use (something) for the wrong purpose or in the wrong way




•
 
once new technology is adopted, it is often underused or misapplied.














II.
 
derivatives





misapplication

 
/ˌmisˌapləˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















misapprehend

 
/ˌmisˌaprəˈhend/






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — misunderstand (words, a person, a situation, etc.).













misapprehension

 
/ˌmisˌaprəˈhen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a mistaken belief about or interpretation of something




•
 
she must have been laboring 
under the misapprehension that

 you are nice.














II.
 
derivatives





misapprehensive

 
/-ˈhensiv /






adjective





















misappropriate

 
/ˌmisəˈprōprēˌāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) dishonestly or unfairly take (something, especially money, belonging to another) for one's own use




•
 
department officials had misappropriated funds.



















misappropriation

 
/ˌmisəˌprōprēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of misappropriating something; embezzlement




•
 
an alleged misappropriation of funds.



















misbegotten

 
/ˌmisbəˈɡätn/






adjective



1.
 
badly conceived, designed, or planned




•
 
a misbegotten journey to Indianapolis.










2.
 
contemptible (used as a term of abuse)




•
 
you misbegotten hound!










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a child) illegitimate.













misbehave

 
/ˌmisbəˈhāv/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person, especially a child) fail to conduct oneself in a way that is acceptable to others; behave badly.




2.
 
(of a machine) fail to function correctly




•
 
her regularly serviced car was misbehaving.



















misbehavior

 
/ˌmisbēˈhāvyər /

 


‹Brit.›

 misbehaviour






noun




the action of misbehaving; bad behavior




•
 
he had denied all sexual misbehavior.



















misbelief

 
/ˌmisbəˈlēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wrong or false belief or opinion




•
 
the misbelief that alcohol problems require a specialist response.










2.
 
less common term for disbelief
 .








II.
 
derivatives





misbeliever

 
/ˌmisbəˈlēvər /






noun





















misc.






abbreviation




miscellaneous.













miscalculate

 
/misˈkalkyəˌlāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
calculate (an amount, distance, or measurement) wrongly.




2.
 
assess (a situation) wrongly




•
 
the government has seriously miscalculated the effect of privatization




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you miscalculated if you imagined I'd fallen for your little scheme.



















miscalculation

 
/ˌmisˌkalkyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




an act of miscalculating; an error or misjudgment




•
 
miscalculations were made in counting properties




•
 
it was a fatal miscalculation.



















miscall

 
/misˈkôl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
call (something) by a wrong or inappropriate name




•
 
the motile bacteria have been miscalled zoospores.










2.
 
wrongly predict the result of (a future event, especially an election or a vote).













miscarriage

 
/ˈmisˌkerij misˈkerij/






noun



1.
 
the expulsion of a fetus from the womb before it is able to survive independently, especially spontaneously or as the result of accident




•
 
his wife had a miscarriage




•
 
some pregnancies result in miscarriage.










2.
 
an unsuccessful outcome of something planned




•
 
the miscarriage of the project.



















miscarriage of justice






noun




a failure of a court or judicial system to attain the ends of justice, especially one that results in the conviction of an innocent person.













miscarry

 
/misˈkerē ˈmisˌkerē/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a pregnant woman) have a miscarriage




•
 
Wendy conceived, but she miscarried after five weeks




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
an ultrasound scan showed that she had miscarried her baby.










2.
 
(of something planned) fail to attain an intended or expected outcome




•
 
such a rash crime, and one so very likely to miscarry!










3.
 


‹dated›

 (of a letter) fail to reach its intended destination.













miscast

 
/misˈkast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be miscast

 )


1.
 
allot an unsuitable role to (a particular actor)




•
 
he is badly miscast in the romantic lead.










2.
 
allot the roles in (a play, movie, television show, etc.) to unsuitable actors.













miscegenation

 
/məˌsejəˈnāSHən ˌmisəjəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the interbreeding of people considered to be of different racial types.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
miscere

 ‘to mix’ + 
genus

 ‘race’ + -ation
 .






miscellanea

 
/ˌmisəˈlānēə/





I.
 
plural noun




miscellaneous items, especially literary compositions, that have been collected together.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
miscellaneus

 (see miscellaneous
 ).






miscellaneous

 
/ˌmisəˈlānēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of items or people gathered or considered together) of various types or from different sources




•
 
he picked up the miscellaneous papers.










2.
 
(of a collection or group) composed of members or elements of different kinds




•
 
a miscellaneous collection of well-known ne'er-do-wells.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
miscellaneously






adverb













2.
 
miscellaneousness

 
/ˌmisəˈlānyəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
miscellaneus

 (from 
miscellus

 ‘mixed,’ from 
miscere

 ‘to mix’) + -ous
 . In earlier use the word also described a person as ‘having various qualities.’





miscellany

 
/ˈmisəˌlānē miˈselənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group or collection of different items; a mixture




•
 
Talkeetna was a random 
miscellany of

 log cabins.










2.
 
a book containing a collection of pieces of writing by different authors.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
miscellanées

 (feminine plural), from Latin 
miscellanea

 (see miscellanea
 ).





mischance

 
/misˈCHans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
bad luck




•
 
by pure mischance, the secret was revealed.










2.
 
an unlucky occurrence




•
 
innumerable mischances might ruin the enterprise.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mescheance

 , from the verb 
mescheoir

 , from 
mes-

 ‘adversely’ + 
cheoir

 ‘befall.’






mischief

 
/ˈmisCHif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
playful misbehavior or troublemaking, especially in children




•
 
she'll make sure Danny doesn't 
get into mischief

 .










2.
 
playfulness that is intended to tease, mock, or create trouble




•
 
her eyes twinkled with irrepressible mischief.










3.
 
harm or trouble caused by someone or something




•
 
she was bent on 
making mischief

 .










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a person responsible for harm or annoyance.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting misfortune or distress): from Old French 
meschief

 , from the verb 
meschever

 , from 
mes-

 ‘adversely’ + 
chever

 ‘come to an end’ (from 
chef

 ‘head’).





mischief-maker

 
/ˈmisCHifˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who deliberately creates trouble for others.








II.
 
derivatives





mischief-making

 
/ˈmisCHifˌmākiNG /






noun





















mischievous

 
/ˈmisCHivəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person, animal, or their behavior) causing or showing a fondness for causing trouble in a playful way




•
 
two mischievous kittens had decorated the bed with shredded newspaper.










2.
 
(of an action or thing) causing or intended to cause harm or trouble




•
 
a mischievous allegation for which there is not a shred of evidence.














II.
 
derivatives





mischievousness

 
/ˈmisCHivəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
meschevous

 , from Old French 
meschever

 ‘come to an unfortunate end’ (see mischief
 ). The early sense was ‘unfortunate or calamitous,’ later ‘having harmful effects’; the sense ‘playfully troublesome’ dates from the late 17th cent. / 
usage:

 
Mischievous

 is a three-syllable word. Take care not to use this incorrect four-syllable pronunciation: /misˈCHēvēəs/.





mischievously

 
/ˈmisCHivəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows a fondness for causing trouble in a playful way




•
 
she met his eyes and smiled mischievously




•
 
the book, mischievously titled "Confessions of a Nun".










2.
 
in a way that causes or intends to cause harm or trouble




•
 
I believe he has mischievously misled the Committee.



















misch metal

 
/ˈmiSH ˌmetl/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of cerium, lanthanum, and other rare earth metals, used as an additive in various alloys, e.g., in flints for cigarette lighters.











– origin

 1920s: from German 
Mischmetall

 , from 
mischen

 ‘to mix’ + 
Metall

 ‘metal.’






miscible

 
/ˈmisəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of liquids) forming a homogeneous mixture when added together




•
 
sorbitol is 
miscible with

 glycerol.














II.
 
derivatives





miscibility

 
/ˌmisəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
miscibilis

 , from Latin 
miscere

 ‘to mix.’





miscommunication

 
/ˌmiskəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSHən/






noun




failure to communicate adequately.













misconceive

 
/ˌmiskənˈsēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to understand correctly




•
 
she was frustrated by professors who consistently misconceived her essays.










2.
 
(usu. 
be misconceived

 )
 — judge or plan badly, typically on the basis of faulty understanding




•
 
criticism of the trade surplus in Washington is misconceived




•
 (as 
adj.

 
misconceived

 )
 
misconceived notions about gypsies.














II.
 
derivatives





misconceiver






noun





















misconception

 
/ˌmiskənˈsepSH(ə)n/






noun




a view or opinion that is incorrect because it is based on faulty thinking or understanding




•
 
public 
misconceptions about

 AIDS remain high.



















misconduct





I.
 
noun

 — 
/misˈkänˌdəkt /



1.
 
unacceptable or improper behavior, especially by an employee or professional person




•
 
she was found guilty of professional misconduct by a disciplinary tribunal.










2.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 a penalty assessed against a player for unsportsmanlike conduct.




3.
 
mismanagement, especially culpable neglect of duties.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌmiskənˈdəkt /



1.
 
(
misconduct oneself

 )
 — behave in an improper or unprofessional manner.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — mismanage (duties or a project).













misconfigure

 
/ˌmiskənˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
misconfigured

 )


1.
 


[Computing]

 configure (a system or part of it) incorrectly




•
 
misconfigured Windows systems.














II.
 
derivatives





misconfiguration

 
/ˌmiskənˌfiɡyəˈrāSHən /






noun





















misconstruct

 
/ˌmiskənˈstrəkt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 misconstrue (something).













misconstruction

 
/ˌmiskənˈstrəkSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of misconstruing words or actions; misinterpretation




•
 
I used a phrase that may be open to misconstruction.



















misconstrue

 
/ˌmiskənˈstro͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interpret (something, especially a person's words or actions) wrongly




•
 
my advice was deliberately misconstrued.



















miscount





I.
 
verb

 — 
/misˈkount /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
count (something) incorrectly.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmisˌkount /



1.
 
an incorrect reckoning of the total number of something




•
 
a miscount necessitates a recount.



















miscreant

 
/ˈmiskrēənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who behaves badly or in a way that breaks the law.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a heretic.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) behaving badly or in a way that breaks a law or rule




•
 
her miscreant husband.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 heretical.











– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘disbelieving’): from Old French 
mescreant

 , present participle of 
mescreire

 ‘disbelieve,’ from 
mes-

 ‘mis-’ + 
creire

 ‘believe’ (from Latin 
credere

 ).





miscue1


 
/misˈkyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in billiards) a shot in which the player fails to strike the ball properly with the cue.




2.
 
(in other sports) a faulty strike, kick, or catch.




3.
 
a miscalculated action; a mistake




•
 
political miscues that led to resignations.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in billiards and other games) fail to strike (the ball or a shot) properly.













miscue2


 
/misˈkyo͞o/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 an error in reading, especially one caused by failure to respond correctly to a phonetic or contextual cue in the text.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a performer, especially an actor on stage) miss one's cue, or answer to another's cue.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (a performer) the wrong cue.













misdate

 
/misˈdāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign an incorrect date to (a document, event, or work of art).













misdeal

 
/misˈdēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a mistake when dealing cards.








II.
 
noun




a hand dealt wrongly.













misdeed

 
/misˈdēd/





I.
 
noun




a wicked or illegal act.











– origin

 Old English 
misdǣd

 (see mis-
 1
 , deed
 ).





misdemeanant

 
/ˌmisdəˈmēnənt/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a person convicted of a misdemeanor or guilty of misconduct.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from archaic 
misdemean

 ‘misbehave’ + -ant
 .





misdemeanor

 
/ˌmisdəˈmēnər /

 


‹Brit.›

 misdemeanour






noun



1.
 
a minor wrongdoing




•
 
the player can expect a lengthy suspension for his latest misdemeanor.










2.
 


[Law]

 a nonindictable offense, regarded in the US (and formerly in the UK) as less serious than a felony.













misdescribe

 
/ˌmisdəˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe inaccurately or misleadingly




•
 
he misdescribed the play as a tragedy.














II.
 
derivatives





misdescription

 
/ˌmisdəˈskripSH(ə)n /






noun





















misdiagnose

 
/misˈdīəɡˌnōs misˈdīəɡˌnōz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an incorrect diagnosis of (a particular illness).




2.
 
make an incorrect diagnosis of the illness from which (someone) is suffering




•
 
the consultant misdiagnosed her as having cancer.



















misdiagnosis

 
/ˌmisˌdīəɡˈnōsəs/






noun




an incorrect diagnosis of an illness or other problem




•
 
the common errors that can lead to a misdiagnosis




•
 
misdiagnosis of scabies is common.



















misdial

 
/ˌmisˈdī(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dial a telephone number incorrectly.








II.
 
noun




an act of dialing a number incorrectly.













misdirect

 
/ˌmisdəˈrekt ˌmisdīˈrekt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone or something) to the wrong place or in the wrong direction




•
 
voters were misdirected to the wrong polling place.










2.
 
aim (something) in the wrong direction




•
 
he misdirected a shot.










3.
 
(of a judge) instruct wrongly




•
 
the appeals court was satisfied that the trial judge had misdirected the jury.










4.
 
use or apply (something) wrongly or inappropriately




•
 
their efforts have been largely misdirected.



















misdirection

 
/ˌmisdəˈrekSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of directing someone to the wrong place or in the wrong direction




•
 
the deliberate misdirection that had put me off the track




•
 
misdirections given by the coastguard to rescue services.










2.
 
the wrong or inappropriate use or application of something




•
 
the misdirection of government funding




•
 
wasteful misdirections of production.










3.
 
a wrong instruction given by a judge to a jury




•
 
he won his appeal on the basis of a misdirection by the trial judge.



















misdoing

 
/misˈdo͞oiNG/






noun




a misdeed.













misdoubt

 
/misˈdout/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 have doubts about the truth, reality, or existence of




•
 
he was diffident and always misdoubted his own ability.










2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 fear or be suspicious about




•
 
for I fear my father, and I misdoubt his hindrances.



















miseducate

 
/ˌmisˈejəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
educate, teach, or inform wrongly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
miseducation

 
/ˌmisˌejəˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
miseducative

 
/-ˈejəˌkātiv /






adjective





















mise en scène

 
/ˌmēz ˌän ˈsen/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the arrangement of scenery and stage properties in a play.




2.
 
the setting or surroundings of an event or action.











– origin

 French, literally ‘putting on stage.’





misemploy

 
/ˌmisemˈploi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ or use (something) wrongly or improperly.








II.
 
derivatives





misemployment






noun





















miser

 
/ˈmīzər/





I.
 
noun




a person who hoards wealth and spends as little money as possible.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘miserly’): from Latin, literally ‘wretched.’





miserabilism

 
/ˈmiz(ə)rəbəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




gloomy pessimism or negativity




•
 
the duo spent much of the eighties exploring the lonely outer reaches of miserabilism.














II.
 
derivatives





miserabilist






noun, adjective





















miserable

 
/ˈmiz(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) wretchedly unhappy or uncomfortable




•
 
their happiness made Anne feel even more miserable.










2.
 
(of a situation or environment) causing someone to feel wretchedly unhappy or uncomfortable




•
 
horribly wet and miserable conditions.










3.
 
(of a person) habitually morose




•
 
a miserable man in his late sixties.










4.
 
pitiably small or inadequate




•
 
all they pay me is a miserable $10,000 a year.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — contemptible (used as a term of abuse or for emphasis)




•
 
you miserable old creep!














II.
 
derivatives





miserableness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
misérable

 , from Latin 
miserabilis

 ‘pitiable,’ from 
miserari

 ‘to pity,’ from 
miser

 ‘wretched.’





miserably

 
/ˈmizərblē ˈmiz(ə)rəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a wretchedly unhappy manner




•
 
he stared miserably into his hands




•
 
he slumped miserably back into his chair.










2.
 
in a way that causes unhappiness or pain




•
 
a considerable number of animals perished miserably




•
 
the miserably oppressed population.










3.
 
in a pitiable or contemptible manner; terribly




•
 
all attempts have failed miserably in the past




•
 
our team fared miserably




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a miserably paid job.



















miserere

 
/ˌmizəˈrerē ˌmizəˈrirē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Miserere

 )
 — a psalm in which mercy is sought, especially Psalm 51 or the music written for it.




2.
 
another term for misericord
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, ‘have mercy!,’ imperative of 
misereri

 , from 
miser

 ‘wretched.’





misericord

 
/məˈzeriˌkôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ledge projecting from the underside of a hinged seat in a choir stall that, when the seat is turned up, gives support to someone standing.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an apartment in a monastery in which some relaxations of the monastic rule are permitted.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a small dagger used to deliver a death stroke to a wounded enemy.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting pity): from Old French 
misericorde

 , from Latin 
misericordia

 , from 
misericors

 ‘compassionate,’ from the stem of 
misereri

 ‘to pity’ + 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart.’





miserliness

 
/ˈmīzərlēnəs/






noun



1.
 
excessive desire to save money; extreme meanness




•
 
the party earned a damaging reputation for miserliness by cutting pensions.










2.
 
the quality of being small or inadequate; meagerness




•
 
the relative miserliness of the prizes involved.



















miserly

 
/ˈmīzərlē/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a miser




•
 
his miserly great-uncle proved to be worth nearly $1 million.










2.
 
(of a quantity) pitiably small or inadequate




•
 
last year's miserly growth in sales.



















misery

 
/ˈmiz(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state or feeling of great distress or discomfort of mind or body




•
 
she went upstairs and cried in misery




•
 
he wrote endlessly about his frustrations and miseries.










2.
 
(usu. 
miseries

 )
 — a cause or source of great distress or discomfort




•
 
the miseries of war.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
make someone's life a misery (or make life a misery for someone)






cause someone severe distress by continued unpleasantness or harassment.









2.
 
put someone/something out of their misery





a.
 
end the suffering of a person or animal in pain by killing them.




b.
 


‹informal›

 release someone from suspense or anxiety by telling them something they are anxious to know.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
miserie

 , from Latin 
miseria

 , from 
miser

 ‘wretched.’





misery index






noun




an informal measure of the state of an economy generated by adding together its rate of inflation and its rate of unemployment




•
 
by the end of the decade the misery index was at a record high.




















misfeasance

 
/ˌmisˈfēzəns/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a transgression, especially the wrongful exercise of lawful authority.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Old French 
mesfaisance

 , from 
mesfaire

 , from 
mes-

 ‘wrongly’ + 
faire

 ‘do’ (from Latin 
facere

 ). Compare with malfeasance
 .





misfeed

 
/misˈfēd, ˈmisˌfēd/






noun




an instance of faulty feeding of something (typically paper) through a machine.













misfield

 
/misˈfēld/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in cricket and rugby) field (a ball) badly or clumsily.













misfile

 
/misˈfīl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
file wrongly.













misfire





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌmisˈfī(ə)r /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a gun or missile) fail to discharge or fire properly.




2.
 
(of an internal combustion engine) undergo failure of the fuel to ignite correctly or at all




•
 
the car would misfire occasionally from the cold.










3.
 
(especially of a plan) fail to produce the intended result




•
 
the killer didn't know that his plan had misfired.










4.
 
(of a nerve cell) fail to transmit an electrical impulse at an appropriate moment.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmisˌfī(ə)r /



1.
 
a failure of a gun or missile to fire correctly or of fuel in an internal combustion engine to ignite.













misfit

 
/ˈmisˌfit/






noun



1.
 
a person whose behavior or attitude sets them apart from others in an uncomfortably conspicuous way




•
 
a motley collection of social misfits.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 something that does not fit or that fits badly.













misfortune

 
/ˌmisˈfôrCH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
bad luck




•
 
the project was dogged by misfortune.










2.
 
an unfortunate condition or event




•
 
never laugh at other people's misfortunes.



















misgender

 
/misˈjendər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refer to (someone, especially a transgender person) using a word, especially a pronoun or form of address, that does not correctly reflect the gender with which they identify




•
 
various media outlets have continued to misgender her.



















misgive

 
/misˈɡiv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (of a person's mind or heart) fill (that person) with doubt, apprehension, or foreboding




•
 
my heart misgave me when I saw him.



















misgiving

 
/ˌmisˈɡiviNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
misgivings

 )


1.
 
a feeling of doubt or apprehension about the outcome or consequences of something




•
 
we have 
misgivings about

 the way the campaign is being run




•
 
I felt a sense of misgiving at the prospect of retirement.



















misgovern

 
/ˌmisˈɡəvərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
govern (a state or country) unfairly or inefficiently.








II.
 
derivatives





misgovernment

 
/ˌmisˈɡəvər(n)mənt /






noun





















misguide

 
/misˈɡīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 mislead




•
 
a long survey that can only baffle and misguide the general reader.














II.
 
derivatives





misguidance

 
/-ɡīdns /






noun





















misguided

 
/ˌmisˈɡīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing faulty judgment or reasoning




•
 
misguided attempts to promote political correctness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
misguidedly

 
/ˌmisˈɡīdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
misguidedness






noun





















mishandle

 
/ˌmisˈhand(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manage or deal with (something) wrongly or ineffectively




•
 
the officer had mishandled the situation.










2.
 
manipulate roughly or carelessly




•
 
the equipment could be dangerous if mishandled.



















mishap

 
/ˈmisˌhap/





I.
 
noun




an unlucky accident




•
 
although there were a few minor mishaps, none of the pancakes stuck to the ceiling




•
 
the event passed without mishap.

















– origin

 Middle English: from mis-
 1
 + hap
 .





Mishawaka

 
/ˌmiSHəˈwäkə, -ˈwôkə/






an industrial city in northeastern Indiana, east of South Bend; pop. 50,026 (est. 2008).









mishear

 
/ˌmisˈhir/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to hear (a person or their words) correctly.













Mishima, Yukio

 
/miˈSHēmə, ˈmēSHēˌmä/






(1925–70), Japanese writer; pseudonym of 
Hiraoka Kimitake

 . His books include the 
The Sea of Fertility

 (1965–70), which looks at reincarnation and the sterility of modern life. An avowed imperialist, he committed hara-kiri after failing to incite soldiers against the postwar regime.









mishit





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌmisˈhit /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in various sports) hit or kick (a ball) badly or in the wrong direction.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmisˌhit /



1.
 
an instance of hitting or kicking a ball badly or in the wrong direction.













mishmash

 
/ˈmiSHˌmaSH ˈmiSHˌmäSH/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a confused mixture




•
 
a mishmash of outmoded ideas.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: reduplication of mash
 .





Mishnah

 
/ˈmiSHnə/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Mishnah

 )


1.
 
an authoritative collection of exegetical material embodying the oral tradition of Jewish law and forming the first part of the Talmud.








II.
 
derivatives





Mishnaic

 
/miSHˈnāik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Hebrew 
mišnāh

 ‘(teaching by) repetition.’





mishugas

 
/məSHo͝oˈɡäs/






noun




variant spelling of meshugaas
 .













misidentify

 
/ˌmisīˈdentəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
identify (something or someone) incorrectly.








II.
 
derivatives





misidentification

 
/-īˌdentəfəˈkāSHən /






noun





















misinform

 
/ˌmisənˈfôrm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) false or inaccurate information.













misinformation

 
/ˌmisinfərˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun




false or inaccurate information, especially that which is deliberately intended to deceive




•
 
nuclear matters are often entangled in a web of secrecy and misinformation.



















misinterpret

 
/ˌmisinˈtərprət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interpret (something or someone) wrongly.








II.
 
derivatives





misinterpreter






noun





















misinterpretation

 
/ˈˌmisinˌtərprəˈtāSHən/






noun




the action of interpreting something wrongly




•
 
this quote is open to misinterpretation




•
 
gross misinterpretations of the text.



















misjudge

 
/ˌmisˈjəj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a wrong opinion or conclusion about




•
 
he felt that he had completely misjudged the man.










2.
 
make an incorrect estimation or assessment of




•
 
the horse misjudged the fence and Mrs. Weaver was thrown off.














II.
 
derivatives





misjudgment

 
/ˈmisˈjəjmənt /

 
misjudgement






noun





















miskey

 
/misˈkē/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
key (a word or piece of data) into a computer or other machine incorrectly.













Miskito

 
/məˈskēdō /

 
Mosquito





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua and Honduras.




2.
 
the language of the Miskito, possibly related to Chibchan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Miskito or their language.











– origin

 the name in Miskito.





Miskolc

 
/ˈmiSHˌkōlts/






a city in northeastern Hungary; pop. 170,234 (2009).









mislabel

 
/misˈlābəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
label wrongly.













mislay

 
/misˈlā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unintentionally put (an object) where it cannot readily be found and so lose it temporarily




•
 
I seem to have mislaid my car keys.



















mislead

 
/misˈlēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to have a wrong idea or impression about someone or something




•
 
the government misled the public about the road's environmental impact.














II.
 
derivatives





misleader






noun





















misleading

 
/ˌmisˈlēdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




giving the wrong idea or impression




•
 
your article contains a number of misleading statements.














II.
 
derivatives





misleadingness






noun





















misleadingly

 
/ˌmisˈlēdiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that gives the wrong idea or impression




•
 
the mailing misleadingly implied the recipients owed money




•
 
the Budget Committee is misleadingly named.



















mislike

 
/misˈlīk /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider to be unpleasant; dislike




•
 
the pony snorted, misliking the smell of blood.














II.
 
noun




distaste; dislike.











– origin

 Old English 
mislīcian

 (see mis-
 1
 , like
 2
 ).





mismanage

 
/ˌmisˈmanij/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manage (something) badly or wrongly.













mismanagement

 
/ˈˌmisˈmanəjmənt/






noun




the process of managing something badly or wrongly




•
 
he was found guilty of mismanagement of public funds.



















mismatch





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmisˌmaCH /



1.
 
a failure to correspond or match; a discrepancy




•
 
a huge 
mismatch between

 supply and demand.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/misˈmaCH /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
mismatched

 )


1.
 
match (people or things) unsuitably or incorrectly




•
 
funky mismatched chairs and tables.



















mismated

 
/ˌmisˈmādəd/






adjective




badly matched or not matching.













misname

 
/misˈnām/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something) a wrong or inappropriate name




•
 
summer peas—misnamed, because they are beans—thrive in hot weather.



















misnomer

 
/misˈnōmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wrong or inaccurate name or designation




•
 
“king crab” is a misnomer—these creatures are not crustaceans at all.










2.
 
a wrong or inaccurate use of a name or term




•
 
to call this “neighborhood policing” would be a misnomer.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from the Old French verb 
mesnommer

 , from 
mes-

 ‘wrongly’ + 
nommer

 ‘to name’ (based on Latin 
nomen

 ‘name’).





miso

 
/ˈmēsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
paste made from fermented soybeans and barley or rice malt, used in Japanese cooking.




2.
 
(also 
miso soup

 )
 — a soup seasoned with miso paste, often with added tofu or vegetables.




•
 
a bowl of piping hot miso.

















– origin

 Japanese.





misogamy

 
/məˈsäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the hatred of marriage.








II.
 
derivatives





misogamist

 
/məˈsäɡəməst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
misos

 ‘hatred’ + 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’





misogynist

 
/məˈsäjənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who dislikes, despises, or is strongly prejudiced against women.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of a misogynist




•
 
a misogynist attitude.



















misogynistic

 
/məˌsäjəˈnistik/






adjective




strongly prejudiced against women




•
 
deeply ingrained misogynistic attitudes.



















misogyny

 
/məˈsäjənē/





I.
 
noun




dislike of, contempt for, or ingrained prejudice against women




•
 
she felt she was struggling against thinly disguised misogyny.














II.
 
derivatives





misogynous

 
/-nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
misos

 ‘hatred’ + 
gunē

 ‘woman.’





misperception

 
/ˌmispərˈsepSH(ə)n/






noun




a wrong or incorrect understanding or interpretation




•
 
there are many common misperceptions pertaining to copyright.



















mispickel

 
/ˈmisˌpik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




another term for arsenopyrite
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from German.





misplace

 
/misˈplās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be misplaced

 )


1.
 
put in the wrong place and lose temporarily because of this; mislay




•
 
I'm sure the jewelry has just been misplaced, and not stolen.














II.
 
derivatives





misplacement

 
/ˌmisˈplāsmənt /






noun





















misplaced

 
/misˈplāst/






adjective



1.
 
incorrectly positioned




•
 
a million dollars had been lost because of a misplaced comma.










2.
 
not appropriate or correct in the circumstances




•
 
a telling sign of misplaced priorities.










3.
 
(of an emotion) directed unwisely or to an inappropriate object




•
 
he began to wonder if his sympathy were misplaced.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — temporarily lost




•
 
her misplaced keys.



















misplaced modifier






noun






[Grammar]

 a phrase or clause placed awkwardly in a sentence so that it appears to modify or refer to an unintended word.













misplay





I.
 
verb

 — 
/misˈplā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (a ball or card) wrongly, badly, or in contravention of the rules.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmisˌplā /



1.
 
an instance of playing a ball or card wrongly or badly.













misprint





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmisprint /



1.
 
an error in printed text




•
 
Galway might be a misprint for Galloway.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/misˈprint /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print (something) incorrectly.














misprision1


 
/misˈpriZHən /

 
misprision of treason
 , felony





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 the deliberate concealment of one's knowledge of a treasonable act or a felony.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mesprision

 ‘error,’ from 
mesprendre

 , from 
mes-

 ‘wrongly’ + 
prendre

 ‘to take.’





misprision2


 
/misˈpriZHən/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 erroneous judgment, especially of the value or identity of something




•
 
he despised himself for his misprision.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from misprize
 , influenced by misprision
 1
 .






misprize

 
/misˈprīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 fail to appreciate the value of (something); undervalue.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
mesprisier

 , from 
mes-

 ‘wrongly’ + 
prisier

 ‘estimate the value of.’





mispronounce

 
/ˌmisprəˈnouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pronounce (a word) incorrectly




•
 
she mispronounced my name.














II.
 
derivatives





mispronunciation

 
/ˈˌmisprəˌnənsēˈāSHən /






noun





















misproportioned

 
/ˌmisprəˈpôrSHənd/






adjective




badly or wrongly proportioned.













misquote

 
/misˈkwōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quote (a person or a piece of written or spoken text) inaccurately




•
 
the foreign secretary had misquoted Qian.














II.
 
noun




a passage or remark quoted inaccurately




•
 
a misquote from a poem by Robert Burns.














III.
 
derivatives





misquotation

 
/ˌmiskwōˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun





















misread

 
/misˈrēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
read (a piece of text) wrongly.




2.
 
judge or interpret (a situation or a person's manner or behavior) incorrectly




•
 
had she been completely misreading his intentions?



















misremember

 
/ˌmisrəˈmembər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remember imperfectly or incorrectly.













misreport

 
/ˌmisrəˈpôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a false or inaccurate account of (something)




•
 
the press exaggerated and misreported the response to the book.














II.
 
noun




a false or incorrect report.













misrepresent

 
/ˌmisˌreprəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a false or misleading account of the nature of




•
 
you are misrepresenting the views of the government.














II.
 
derivatives





misrepresentative

 
/-ˈzentətiv /






adjective





















misrepresentation

 
/ˌmisreprəzenˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or offense of giving a false or misleading account of the nature of something




•
 
she is seeking damages on allegations of misrepresentation




•
 
this is a gross misrepresentation of the situation.



















misroute

 
/misˈro͞ot, misˈrout/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divert or direct to the wrong place or by the wrong route.













misrule

 
/misˈro͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the unfair or inefficient conduct of the affairs of a country or state




•
 
forty years of misrule by local elites.










2.
 
the disruption of peace; disorder




•
 
there was a tradition of misrule before, during, and after games.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
govern (a country or state) badly.














miss1


 
/mis/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to hit, reach, or come into contact with (something aimed at)




•
 
a laser-guided bomb had missed its target




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was given two free throws, but missed both times.










2.
 
pass by without touching; chance not to hit




•
 
a piece of shrapnel missed him by inches.










3.
 
fail to catch (something thrown or dropped).




4.
 
be too late to catch (a passenger vehicle, etc.)




•
 
we'll miss the train if he doesn't hurry.










5.
 
fail to notice, hear, or understand




•
 
the villa is impossible to miss—it's right by the road.










6.
 
fail to attend, participate in, or watch (something one is expected to do or habitually does)




•
 
teachers were supposed to report those students who missed class that day.










7.
 
fail to see or have a meeting with (someone)




•
 
“Potter's been here this morning?” “You've just missed him.”










8.
 
not be able to experience or fail to take advantage of (an opportunity or chance)




•
 
don't miss the chance to visit the breathtaking Dolomites




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he failed to recover from a leg injury and 
missed out on

 a trip to Barcelona.










9.
 
avoid; escape




•
 
smart Christmas shoppers go out early to miss the crowds.










10.
 
fail to include (someone or something); omit




•
 
if we miss a few things in the first draft, we can add them later.










11.
 
(of a woman) fail to have (a monthly period).




12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an engine or motor vehicle) undergo failure of ignition in one or more cylinders.




13.
 
notice the loss or absence of




•
 
he's rich—he won't miss the money




•
 
she slipped away when she thought she wouldn't be missed.










14.
 
feel regret or sadness at no longer being able to enjoy the presence of




•
 
she misses all her old friends.










15.
 
feel regret or sadness at no longer being able to go to, do, or have




•
 
I still miss France and I wish I could go back.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a failure to hit, catch, or reach something




•
 
Elster's stunning catch in the third inning made up for his dreadful miss in the first.










2.
 
a failure, especially an unsuccessful movie, television show, recording, etc.




•
 
audiences will decide whether Brando's latest flick is a hit or a miss.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give something a miss








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 decide not to do or have something




•
 
we decided to give the popcorn a miss.















2.
 
miss a beat





a.
 
(of the heart) temporarily fail or appear to fail to beat.




b.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 hesitate or falter, especially in demanding circumstances or when making a transition from one activity to another




•
 
his speech segued from child-care subsidies to nuclear disarmament, without missing a beat.















3.
 
miss the boat (or bus)








‹informal›

 be too slow to take advantage of an opportunity




•
 
the company missed the boat with its first attempt at a computer line five years ago.















4.
 
a miss is as good as a mile








‹proverb›

 the fact of failure or escape is not affected by the narrowness of the margin.









5.
 
not miss a trick








‹informal›

 never fail to take advantage of a situation.












IV.
 
derivatives





missable

 
/ˈmisəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
missan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
missen

 .






miss2


 
/mis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Miss

 )
 — a title prefixed to the name of an unmarried woman or girl, or to that of a married woman retaining her maiden name for professional purposes




•
 
Miss Hazel Armstrong.










2.
 
used in the title of the winner in a beauty contest




•
 
Miss World.










3.
 
used as a polite form of address to a young woman or to a waitress, etc.




•
 
where will you be staying in England, miss?










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 used by children in addressing a female teacher




•
 
please, Miss, can I be excused?










5.
 


‹often derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 a girl or young woman, especially one regarded as silly or headstrong




•
 
there was none of the country bumpkin about this young miss.










6.
 
(
misses

 )
 — a range of standard sizes, usually 8 to 20, in women's clothing.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation of mistress
 .





Miss.






abbreviation




Mississippi.













missal

 
/ˈmisəl/





I.
 
noun




a book containing the texts used in the Catholic Mass throughout the year.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
missale

 , neuter of ecclesiastical Latin 
missalis

 ‘relating to the Mass,’ from 
missa

 ‘Mass.’





misshape

 
/misˈSHāp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a bad or ugly shape or form to; deform.













misshapen

 
/misˈSHāpən/





I.
 
adjective




not having the normal or natural shape or form




•
 
misshapen fruit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
misshapenly






adverb













2.
 
misshapenness






noun





















missile

 
/ˈmisəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object that is forcibly propelled at a target, either by hand or from a mechanical weapon.




2.
 
a weapon that is self-propelled or directed by remote control, carrying a conventional or nuclear explosive.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘suitable for throwing (at a target)’): from Latin 
missile

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
missilis

 , from 
miss-

 ‘sent,’ from the verb 
mittere

 .





missilery

 
/ˈmisəlrē/






noun



1.
 
the study of the use and characteristics of missiles.




2.
 
missiles collectively.













missing

 
/ˈmisiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a thing) not able to be found because it is not in its expected place




•
 
a quantity of cash has 
gone missing

 .










2.
 
not present or included when expected or supposed to be




•
 
passion was an element that had been 
missing from

 her life for too long




•
 
you can fill in the missing details later.










3.
 
(of a person) absent from a place, especially home, and of unknown whereabouts




•
 
she alerted police that her son was missing.










4.
 
(of a person) not yet traced or confirmed as alive, but not known to be dead, after an accident or during wartime




•
 
three local men were missing following a swimming accident.




















missing in action






adjective




(of a member of the armed forces) not yet traced or confirmed as either alive or dead




•
 
after air and sea searches, the men were listed as missing in action.



















missing link






noun



1.
 
a thing that is needed in order to complete a series, provide continuity, or gain complete knowledge




•
 
she is the missing link between the European ballad tradition and Anglo-American white soul.










2.
 
a hypothetical fossil form intermediate between two living forms, especially between humans and apes.













missiology

 
/ˌmisēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of religious (typically Christian) missions and their methods and purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





missiological

 
/ˌmisēəˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: formed irregularly from mission
 + -logy
 .






mission

 
/ˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an important assignment carried out for political, religious, or commercial purposes, typically involving travel




•
 
a trade 
mission to

 Mexico.










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group of people sent on a mission




•
 
by then, the mission had journeyed more than 3,500 miles.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an organization or institution involved in a long-term assignment in a foreign country




•
 
the head of the West German mission.










4.
 
an operation carried out by military aircraft




•
 
he was shot down on a supply mission.










5.
 
an expedition into space.




6.
 
the vocation or calling of a religious organization, especially a Christian one, to go out into the world and spread its faith




•
 
the Christian mission




•
 
Gandhi's attitude to mission and conversion.










7.
 
a building or group of buildings used by a Christian mission.




8.
 
a strongly felt aim, ambition, or calling




•
 
his main mission in life has been to cut unemployment.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the sending of the Holy Spirit into the world): from Latin 
missio(n-)

 , from 
mittere

 ‘send.’





missionary

 
/ˈmiSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun




a person sent on a religious mission, especially one sent to promote Christianity in a foreign country.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of a missionary or a religious mission




•
 
missionary work




•
 
they have lost the missionary zeal they once had.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
missionarius

 , from Latin 
missio

 (see mission
 ).





missionary position

 
/ˈˌmiSHəˌnerē pəˈziSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a position for sexual intercourse in which a couple lies face to face with the woman underneath the man.











– origin

 said to be so named because early missionaries advocated the position as “proper” to primitive peoples, to whom the practice was unknown.





Missionary Ridge

 
/ˌmiSHəˌnerē ˈrij/






a historic site southeast of Chattanooga in Tennessee, on the Georgia border, scene of a November 1863 Civil War battle that followed that at nearby Lookout Mountain.









mission creep






noun




a gradual shift in objectives during the course of a military campaign, often resulting in an unplanned long-term commitment.













mission-critical






adjective






[Computing]

 (of hardware or software) vital to the functioning of an organization.













missioner

 
/ˈmiSHənər/






noun



1.
 
a person in charge of a religious or charitable mission.




2.
 
a missionary.













mission statement






noun




a formal summary of the aims and values of a company, organization, or individual.













missish

 
/ˈmisiSH/






adjective




affectedly demure, squeamish, or sentimental.














Mississauga

 
/ˌmisəˈsôɡə/






a town in southern Ontario, on the western shores of Lake Ontario, a southern suburb of Toronto; pop. 668,549 (2006).










Mississippi

 
/ˌmisəˈsipē/





I.
 
a major river in North America that rises in Minnesota near the Canadian border and flows south to a delta on the Gulf of Mexico. With its chief tributary, the Missouri River, it is 3,710 miles (5,970 km) long. In the second half of the 17th century it provided a route south through the center of the continent for French explorers from Canada. From the 1830s, it was noted for the sternwheeler steamboats that plied between New Orleans and St. Louis and other northern cities.




II.
 
a state in the southern US, on the Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the west by the lower Mississippi River; pop. 2,938,618 (est. 2008); capital, Jackson; statehood, Dec. 10, 1817 (20). A French colony in the first half of the 18th century, it was ceded to Britain in 1763 and to the US in 1783.









Mississippian

 
/ˌmisəˈsipēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the state of Mississippi.




2.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the early part of the Carboniferous period in North America from about 363 to 323 million years ago, following the Devonian and preceding the Pennsylvanian.




3.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a settled culture of the southeastern US, dated to about 
AD

 800–1300.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Mississippi.




2.
 
(
the Mississippian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Mississippian period or the system of rocks deposited during it.




3.
 


[Archaeology]

 the Mississippian culture or period.














Mississippi mud pie






noun




a type of rich, mousselike chocolate cake or pie.













missive

 
/ˈmisiv/





I.
 
noun




a letter, especially a long or official one




•
 
he hastily banged out electronic missives.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective, originally in the phrase letter missive
 ): from medieval Latin 
missivus

 , from Latin 
mittere

 ‘send.’ The current sense dates from the early 16th cent.





Missoula

 
/məˈzo͞olə/






a commercial city in western Montana, on the Clark Fork River; pop. 68,202 (est. 2008).










Missouri

 
/məˈzo͝orē məˈzo͝orə/





I.
 
a major river in North America, one of the main tributaries of the Mississippi River. It rises in the Rocky Mountains in Montana and flows 2,315 miles (3,736 km) to meet the Mississippi River just north of St. Louis.




II.
 
a state in the central part of the US, bounded on the east by the Mississippi River; pop. 5,911,605 (est. 2008); capital, Jefferson City; statehood, Aug. 10, 1821 (24). It was acquired as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and admitted as a state as part of the Missouri Compromise.









Missourian

 
/məˈzo͝orēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Missouri or its inhabitants




•
 
the Missourian newspaper.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Missouri




•
 
his mother was a lively Missourian.



















misspeak

 
/misˈspēk/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 express oneself insufficiently clearly or accurately.













misspell

 
/misˈspel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spell (a word) incorrectly.













misspend

 
/misˈspend/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
misspent

 )


1.
 
spend (one's time or money) foolishly, wrongly, or wastefully




•
 
perhaps I am atoning for my misspent youth.



















misstate

 
/misˈstāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make wrong or inaccurate statements about.








II.
 
derivatives





misstatement

 
/ˌmisˈstātmənt /






noun





















misstep

 
/misˈstep, ˈmisˌstep/






noun



1.
 
a clumsy or badly judged step




•
 
for a mountain goat, one misstep could be fatal.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a mistake or blunder.














missus

 
/ˈmisiz /

 
missis






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a person's wife




•
 
I promised 
the missus

 I'd be home by eleven.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 
‹informal›

 used as a form of address to a woman whose name is not known




•
 
sit down, missus.



















missy

 
/ˈmisē/





I.
 
noun




used as an affectionate or disparaging form of address to a young girl




•
 
“Don't tell lies, missy,” he said sternly.














II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the misses range of garment sizes




•
 
available in missy and petite sizes.




















mist

 
/mist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cloud of tiny water droplets suspended in the atmosphere at or near the earth's surface limiting visibility, but to a lesser extent than fog; strictly, with visibility remaining above 1.5 miles (1 km)




•
 
the peaks were shrouded in mist




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a mist rose out of the river.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a condensed vapor settling in fine droplets on a surface




•
 
a breeze cooled the mist of perspiration that had dampened her temples.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a haze or film over the eyes, especially caused by tears, and resulting in blurred vision




•
 
Ruth saw most of the scene through a mist of tears.










4.
 
used in reference to something that blurs one's perceptions or memory




•
 
Sardinia's origins are lost in 
the mists of time

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
cover or become covered with mist


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the windows were 
misted up

 with condensation




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the glass was beginning to 
mist up

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's eyes) become covered with a film of tears causing blurred vision




•
 
her eyes misted at this heroic image.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spray (something, especially a plant) with a fine cloud of water droplets.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
omikhlē

 ‘mist, fog.’






mistake

 
/məˈstāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or judgment that is misguided or wrong




•
 
coming here was a mistake




•
 
she 
made the mistake of

 thinking they were important.










2.
 
something, especially a word, figure, or fact, that is not correct; an inaccuracy




•
 
a couple of spelling mistakes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be wrong about




•
 
because I was inexperienced, I mistook the nature of our relationship.










2.
 
(
mistake someone/something for

 )
 — wrongly identify someone or something as




•
 
she thought he'd mistaken her for someone else.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
and no mistake








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 without any doubt




•
 
it's a bad business and no mistake.















2.
 
by mistake






accidentally; in error




•
 
she'd left her purse at home by mistake.















3.
 
make no mistake (about it)








‹informal›

 do not be deceived into thinking otherwise.









4.
 
there is no mistaking someone or something






it is impossible not to recognize someone or something




•
 
there was no mistaking her sincerity.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mistakable

 
/məˈstākəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
mistakably

 
/-əblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old Norse 
mistaka

 ‘take in error,’ probably influenced in sense by Old French 
mesprendre

 .





mistaken

 
/məˈstākən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
wrong in one's opinion or judgment




•
 
she wondered whether she'd been mistaken about his intentions.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (especially of a belief) based on or resulting from a misunderstanding or faulty judgment




•
 
don't buy a hard bed in the mistaken belief that it is good for you




•
 
an unfortunate case of mistaken identity.














II.
 
derivatives





mistakenness






noun





















mistakenly

 
/məˈstākənlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a mistaken way; wrongly




•
 
they mistakenly believed her to be pregnant.










2.
 
by accident or oversight; accidentally




•
 
warplanes mistakenly bombed a village.




















mister1


 
/ˈmistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
variant form of Mr.
 , often used humorously or with offensive emphasis:




•
 
don't back-talk me, mister!










2.
 


‹informal›

 used as a form of address to a man whose name is not known




•
 
thanks, mister.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: weakened form of master
 1
 in unstressed use before a name.





mister2


 
/ˈmistər/






noun




a device, such as a bottle, with a nozzle for spraying a mist of water, especially on houseplants.













mistime

 
/misˈtīm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
choose a bad or inappropriate moment to do or say (something)




•
 
he lost $800 million by mistimimg his withdrawal from the market.

















– origin

 Old English 
mistīmian

 ‘happen unfortunately’ (see mis-
 1
 , time
 ).





mistimed

 
/misˈtīmd/






adjective




done at an inappropriate moment; badly timed




•
 
her mistimed resignation from the government.



















mistle thrush

 
/ˈmisəl ˌTHrəSH /

 
missel thrush





I.
 
noun




a large Eurasian thrush with a spotted breast and harsh rattling call, with a fondness for mistletoe berries.

[
Turdus viscivorus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
mistle

 from Old English 
mistel

 (see mistletoe
 ).






mistletoe

 
/ˈmisəlˌtō/





I.
 
noun




a leathery-leaved parasitic plant that grows on apple, oak, and other broadleaf trees and bears white glutinous berries in winter.

[Several species in the family 
Viscaceae

 , in particular the Eurasian 
Viscum album

 , and in the family 
Loranthaceae

 , in particular the American 
Phoradendron serotinum

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
misteltān

 , from 
mistel

 ‘mistletoe’ (of Germanic origin, related to Dutch 
mistel

 and German 
Mistel

 ) + 
tān

 ‘twig.’





mistook

 
/məˈsto͝ok/






past of mistake
 .









mistral

 
/ˈmistrəl miˈsträl/





I.
 
noun




a strong, cold northwesterly wind that blows through the Rhône valley and southern France into the Mediterranean, mainly in winter.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, from Provençal, from Latin 
magistralis (ventus

 ), literally ‘master wind.’





mistranslate

 
/ˌmisˌtranzˈlāt ˌmisˌtransˈlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
translate (something) incorrectly.








II.
 
derivatives





mistranslation

 
/ˈˌmisˌtranzˈlāSHən ˈˌmisˌtransˈlāSHən /






noun





















mistreat

 
/misˈtrēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a person or animal) badly, cruelly, or unfairly.













mistreatment

 
/misˈtrētmənt/






noun




the action of mistreating or fact of being mistreated; ill-treatment




•
 
the alleged mistreatment of the animals that perform in those shows.




















mistress

 
/ˈmistris/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman in a position of authority or control




•
 
she is always 
mistress of

 the situation, coolly self-possessed




•
 


‹figurative›

 work is an unforgiving, implacable mistress.










2.
 
a woman who is skilled in a particular subject or activity




•
 
a 
mistress of

 the sound bite, she is famed for the acidity of her tongue.










3.
 
the female owner of a dog, cat, or other domesticated animal.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a female schoolteacher who teaches a particular subject




•
 
a Geography mistress.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 a female head of a household




•
 
he asked for the mistress of the house.










6.
 
(especially formerly) a female employer of domestic staff.




7.
 
a woman having an extramarital sexual relationship, especially with a married man




•
 
Elsie knew her husband had a mistress tucked away somewhere.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a woman loved and courted by a man.




9.
 
(
Mistress

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 used as a title prefixed to the name of a married woman; Mrs.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
maistresse

 , from 
maistre

 ‘master.’





mistrial

 
/ˈmisˌtrī(ə)l ˌmisˈtrī(ə)l/






noun



1.
 
a trial rendered invalid through an error in the proceedings.




2.
 


(US)

 an inconclusive trial, such as one in which the jury cannot agree on a verdict.













mistrust

 
/misˈtrəst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be suspicious of; have no confidence in




•
 
she had no cause to mistrust him.














II.
 
noun




lack of trust: suspicion




•
 
the public mistrust of government.



















mistrustful

 
/ˌmisˈtrəs(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




lacking in trust; suspicious




•
 
he wondered if he had been unduly 
mistrustful of

 her.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mistrustfully

 
/ˌmisˈtrəs(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
mistrustfulness

 
/ˌmisˈtrəs(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















misty

 
/ˈmistē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of, covered with, or accompanied by mist




•
 
the evening was cold and misty




•
 
the misty air above the frozen river.










2.
 
(of a person's eyes) full of tears so as to blur the vision.




3.
 
indistinct or dim in outline




•
 
a misty out-of-focus silhouette




•
 


‹figurative›

 a few misty memories.










4.
 
(of a color) not bright; soft




•
 
a misty pink.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mistily

 
/ˈmistəlē /






adverb













2.
 
mistiness

 
/ˈmistēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mistig

 (see mist
 ).





misty-eyed

 
/ˌmistēˈīd/






adjective




having tears in one's eyes through emotion




•
 
the bittersweet ending leaves even the toughest of guys misty-eyed.



















mistype

 
/misˈtīp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a mistake in typing (a word or letter).




2.
 
assign (someone or something) to an incorrect category




•
 
I mistyped you—I didn't think you looked the hunting type.



















misunderstand

 
/ˌmisˌəndərˈstand/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to interpret or understand (something) correctly




•
 
he had misunderstood the policeman's hand signals




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I must have misunderstood—I thought you were anxious to leave.










2.
 
fail to interpret or understand the words or actions of (someone) correctly




•
 
don't misunderstand me—I'm not implying she should be working




•
 (as 
adj.

 
misunderstood

 )
 
he is one of football's most misunderstood men.



















misunderstanding

 
/ˌmisˌəndərˈstandiNG/






noun



1.
 
a failure to understand something correctly




•
 
a misunderstanding of the facts and the law




•
 
there must have been some kind of misunderstanding.










2.
 
a disagreement or quarrel




•
 
he left the army after a slight misunderstanding with his commanding officer.



















misusage

 
/misˈyo͞osij/






noun






‹archaic›

 unjust treatment




•
 
they were determined to defend themselves from misusage.



















misuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/misˈyo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use (something) in the wrong way or for the wrong purpose




•
 
he was found guilty of misusing public funds.










2.
 
treat (someone or something) badly or unfairly.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌmisˈyo͞os /



1.
 
the wrong or improper use of something




•
 
drugs of such potency that their misuse can have dire consequences




•
 
a misuse of power.














III.
 
derivatives





misuser

 
/-ˈyo͞ozər /






noun





















MIT






abbreviation




Massachusetts Institute of Technology.













Mitanni

 
/məˈtanē/





I.
 
an ancient kingdom which flourished in northern Mesopotamia in the 15th–14th centuries 
BC

 .




II.
 
derivatives





Mitannian

 
/məˈtanēən /






adjective, noun





















Mitchell, Billy

 
/ˈmiCHəl/






(1879–1936), US army officer; full name 
William Mitchell

 ; born in France. An outspoken advocate of air power, he was court-martialed in 1925 for his criticism of the war and navy departments. As a civilian, he continued to preach the importance of air power in warfare.









Mitchell, John






(1913–88), US lawyer; full name 
John Newton Mitchell

 . He served as US attorney general 1969–72 under President Nixon and was convicted in 1975 of conspiracy in the Watergate break-in and cover–up.









Mitchell, Joni






(1943–), Canadian singer and songwriter; born 
Roberta Joan Anderson

 . She started to record in 1968 and gradually moved from folk to a fusion of folk, jazz, and rock. Notable albums: 
Blue

 (1971), 
Hejira

 (1976), and 
Dog Eat Dog

 (1986).









Mitchell, Margaret






(1900–49), US novelist. She wrote the best-selling and Pulitzer Prize–winning novel 
Gone with the Wind

 (1936; movie, 1939), set during the US Civil War.









Mitchell, Maria






(1818–89), US astronomer. She established the orbit of a newly discovered comet in 1847 and became the first woman elected 1848 to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. She taught astronomy at Vassar College 1865–88.









Mitchum, Robert

 
/ˈmiCHəm/






(1917–97), US actor. He was a professional boxer before rising to stardom in movies such as 
Out of the Past

 (1947), 
Night of the Hunter

 (1955), 
The Sundowners

 (1960), and 
Farewell My Lovely

 (1975).










mite1


 
/mīt/





I.
 
noun




a minute arachnid that has four pairs of legs when adult, related to the ticks. Many kinds live in the soil and a number are parasitic on plants or animals.

[Order (or subclass) 
Acari

 : numerous families.]











– origin

 Old English 
mīte

 , of Germanic origin.





mite2


 
/mīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small child or animal, especially when regarded as an object of sympathy




•
 
the 
poor little mite

 looks half-starved.










2.
 
a very small amount




•
 
his teacher thought he needed 
a mite of

 discipline.










3.
 


‹historical›

 a small coin, in particular a small Flemish copper coin of very low face value.

See also widow's mite
 .








II.
 
adverb

 — (
a mite

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a little; slightly




•
 
all evening he's seemed a mite awkward.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a small Flemish copper coin): from Middle Dutch 
mīte

 ; probably from the same Germanic word as mite
 1
 .





miter

 
/ˈmīdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 mitre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall headdress worn by bishops and senior abbots as a symbol of office, tapering to a point at front and back with a deep cleft between.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a headdress worn by a Jewish high priest.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a headband worn by women in ancient Greece.




4.
 
(also 
miter joint

 )
 — a joint made between two pieces of wood or other material at an angle of 90°, such that the line of junction bisects this angle.




5.
 
a diagonal seam of two pieces of fabric that meet at a corner joining.




6.
 
(also 
miter shell

 )
 — a mollusk of warm seas that has a sharply pointed shell with a narrow aperture, supposedly resembling a bishop's miter.

[Family 
Mitridae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Mitra

 and other genera.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join by means of a miter.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
mitra

 ‘belt or turban.’





miter box

 
/ˈmīdər bäks/






noun




a guide to enable a saw to cut miter joints at the desired angle.













mitered

 
/ˈmīdərd/






adjective



1.
 
joined with a miter joint or seam




•
 
complete the sides with mitered corners.










2.
 
bearing, wearing, or entitled to wear a miter




•
 
the mitered bishop.



















Mitford

 
/ˈmitfərd/






family name of sisters 
Nancy Freeman

 (1904–73) and 
Jessica Lucy

 (1917–96), English writers. Nancy wrote comic novels, including 
Love in a Cold Climate

 (1949). Jessica became a US citizen in 1944 and is best known for her works on American culture, notably 
The American Way of Death

 (1963).









Mithraism

 
/ˈmiTHrāˌizəm məˈTHrāizəm/





I.
 
noun




the cult of the god Mithras, which became popular among Roman soldiers of the later empire, and was the main rival to Christianity in the first three centuries 
AD

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Mithraic

 
/miˈTHrā-ik /






adjective













2.
 
Mithraist

 
/miˈTHrā-ist /






noun





















Mithras

 
/ˈmiTHräs /

 

‹Mythology›







a god of light, truth, and honor, the central figure of the cult of Mithraism but probably of Persian origin. He was also associated with merchants and the protection of warriors.










Mithridates VI

 
/miTHrəˌdādēz T͟HəˈsiksTH /

 
Mithradates VI






(
c.

 132–63 
BC

 ), king of Pontus 120–163; known as 
Mithridates the Great

 . His expansionist policies led to three wars with Rome (88–85, 83–82, and 74–66). He was finally defeated by Pompey.









mithridatize

 
/ˌmiTHrəˈdādīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 render immune against a poison by administering gradually increasing doses of the poison.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of 
Mithridates

 (see Mithridates VI
 ), who reputedly made himself immune to poisons by constantly taking antidotes, + -ize
 .






mitigate

 
/ˈmidəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make less severe, serious, or painful




•
 
he wanted to mitigate misery in the world.










2.
 
lessen the gravity of (an offense or mistake)


(as 
adj.

 
mitigating

 )


•
 
he would have faced a prison sentence but for 
mitigating circumstances

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mitigable

 
/-ɡibəl /






adjective













2.
 
mitigator

 
/-ˌɡātər /






noun













3.
 
mitigatory

 
/ˈmidəɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
mitigat-

 ‘softened, alleviated,’ from the verb 
mitigare

 , from 
mitis

 ‘mild.’ / 
usage:

 The verbs 
mitigate

 and 
militate

 have a similarity in form but are quite different in meaning. 
Mitigate

 means ‘make (something bad) less severe,’ (he wanted to 
mitigate

 misery in the world), while 
militate

 is nearly always used in constructions with 
against

 to mean ‘be a powerful factor in preventing’ (laws that 
militate against

 personal freedoms).





mitigation

 
/ˌmidəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of reducing the severity, seriousness, or painfulness of something




•
 
the emphasis is on the identification and mitigation of pollution.














II.
 
phrases





in mitigation






so as to make something, especially a crime, appear less serious and thus be punished more leniently




•
 
in mitigation she said her client had been deeply depressed.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
mitigatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
mitigare

 ‘alleviate’ (see mitigate
 ).





mitochondrial






adjective






[Biology]

 relating to or characteristic of a mitochondrion or mitochondria




•
 
the outer mitochondrial membrane




•
 
mitochondrial DNA.



















mitochondrion

 
/ˌmīdəˈkändrēən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organelle found in large numbers in most cells, in which the biochemical processes of respiration and energy production occur. It has a double membrane, the inner layer being folded inward to form layers (cristae).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mitos

 ‘thread’ + 
khondrion

 (diminutive of 
khondros

 ‘granule’).





mitogen

 
/ˈmīdəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a substance that induces or stimulates mitosis.








II.
 
derivatives





mitogenic

 
/ˌmītəˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from mitosis
 + -gen
 .






mitosis

 
/mīˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a type of cell division that results in two daughter cells each having the same number and kind of chromosomes as the parent nucleus, typical of ordinary tissue growth.

Compare with meiosis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mitotic

 
/mīˈtätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mitos

 ‘thread.’





mitral

 
/ˈmītrəl/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to the mitral valve.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
mitralis

 , from Latin 
mitra

 ‘belt or turban.’






mitral valve

 
/ˈmītrəl ˌvalv/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the valve between the left atrium and the left ventricle of the heart, consisting of two tapered cusps.













mitt

 
/mit/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
mitts

 )


1.
 
a mitten




•
 
we recommend using a potholder or insulated mitt.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 a mittenlike glove, worn by the catcher and first baseman.




3.
 
a glove leaving the fingers and thumb-tip exposed.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person's hand.








II.
 
phrases





keep one's mitts off








‹informal›

 keep one's hands away from; not touch




•
 
keep your mitts off the fan control!





















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: abbreviation of mitten
 .





Mittelland Canal

 
/ˌmidlˌländ kəˈnal/






a canal in northwestern Germany, part of an inland waterway network linking the Rhine and Elbe rivers, which was constructed between 1905 and 1930.










mitten

 
/ˈmitn/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
mittens

 )


1.
 
a glove with two sections, one for the thumb and the other for all four fingers.




2.
 
(
mittens

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 boxing gloves.








II.
 
derivatives





mittened






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mitaine

 , perhaps from 
mite

 , pet name for a cat (because mittens were often made of fur).





Mitterrand, François

 
/ˈmitərän(d), mētˈräN/






(1916–96), French statesman; president 1981–95; full name 
François Maurice Marie Mitterrand

 . As president, he initially moved to raise basic wages, increase social benefits, nationalize key industries, and decentralize government. When the Socialist Party lost its majority vote in the 1986 general election and right-wing Jacques Chirac became the prime minister, there was a reversal of some policies.









mitzvah

 
/ˈmitsvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 a precept or commandment.




2.
 


[Judaism]

 a good deed done from religious duty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hebrew 
miṣwāh

 ‘commandment.’






mix

 
/miks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
combine or put together to form one substance or mass




•
 
peppercorns are sometimes 
mixed with

 other spices for a table condiment




•
 
these two chemicals, when 
mixed together

 , literally explode.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 , often with 
negative

 ]
 — (of different substances) be able to be combined in this way




•
 
oil and water don't mix.










3.
 
make or prepare by combining various ingredients




•
 
mixing concrete is hard physical work.










4.
 
juxtapose or put together to form a whole whose constituent parts are still distinct




•
 
he continues to 
mix

 an offhand sense of humor 
with

 a sharp insight.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) associate with others socially




•
 
the people he 
mixed with

 were nothing to do with show business.










6.
 
(especially in sound recording) combine (two or more signals or soundtracks) into one




•
 
up to eight tracks can be mixed simultaneously.










7.
 
produce (a sound signal or recording) by combining a number of separate signals or recorded soundtracks




•
 
it took two years to mix his album.










8.
 
produce (a piece of continuous music, typically dance music) by combining a number of separate recordings




•
 
Keith mixes great house music, featuring tunes with an African, Latin, and soulful flavor




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
music was blaring and there was a DJ in the corner mixing and scratching.










9.
 
(
mix it

 or 
mix it up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be belligerent physically or verbally.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — two or more different qualities, things, or people placed, combined, or considered together




•
 
the decor is a mix of antique and modern.










2.
 
a group of people of different types within a particular society or community




•
 
the school has a good social mix.










3.
 
the proportion of different people or other constituents that make up a mixture




•
 
arriving at the correct mix of full-time to part-time staff




•
 
pants made from a cotton and polyester mix.










4.
 
an animal, especially a dog, that is not purebred




•
 
we're guessing he's a Lab-shepherd mix.










5.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a commercially prepared mixture of ingredients for making a particular type of food or a product such as concrete




•
 
cake mixes have made cooking easier.










6.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a version of a recording in which the component tracks are mixed in a different way from the original




•
 
a dance mix version of “This Charming Man.”










7.
 
a continuous piece of music, typically dance music, produced by combining a number of separate recordings




•
 
a group of young women groove in a circle to a DJ mix of Missy Elliot, the Young Gunz, and Kelis.










8.
 
an image or sound produced by the combination of two separate images or sounds.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or get) mixed up in






be (or become) involved in (something regarded as dubious or dishonest)




•
 
Steve was mixed up in an insurance swindle.















2.
 
be (or get) mixed up with






be (or become) associated with (someone unsuitable or unreliable).









3.
 
mix and match






select and combine different but complementary items, such as clothing or pieces of equipment, to form a coordinated set




•
 
mix and match this season's colors for a combination that says winter




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a mix-and-match menu.















4.
 
mix one's drinks






drink different kinds of alcohol in close succession.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





mix something up





a.
 
spoil the order or arrangement of a collection of things




•
 
disconnect all the cables, mix them up, then try to reconnect them.










b.
 
(
mix someone/something up

 )
 — confuse someone or something with another person or thing




•
 
I'd got her 
mixed up with

 her sister.


















V.
 
derivatives





mixable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: back-formation from mixed
 (taken as a past participle).





Mixco

 
/ˈmēSHkō/






a city in south central Guatemala, west of Guatemala City; pop. 688,100 (est. 2009).










mixed

 
/mikst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of different qualities or elements




•
 
a varied, mixed diet




•
 
beaches with mixed sand and shingle.










2.
 
(of an assessment of, reaction to, or feeling about something) containing a mixture of both favorable and negative elements




•
 
the movie opened last Friday to mixed reviews




•
 
I had 
mixed feelings

 about seeing Laura again.










3.
 
composed of different varieties of the same thing




•
 
crab on a bed of mixed greens.










4.
 
involving or showing a mixture of races or social classes




•
 
people of mixed race.










5.
 
(especially of an educational establishment or a sports team or competition) of or for members of both sexes




•
 
the college's mixed hockey team.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
mixt

 : from Old French 
mixte

 , from Latin 
mixtus

 , past participle of 
miscere

 ‘to mix.’





mixed bag

 
/ˈmiks(t) ˌbaɡ/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a diverse assortment of things or people




•
 
a mixed bag of applause and catcalls.



















mixed blessing

 
/ˈˌmiks(t) ˈˌblesiNG/






noun




a situation or thing that has disadvantages as well as advantages




•
 
having children so early in their marriage was a mixed blessing.



















mixed company






noun




a group of people consisting of members of both sexes




•
 
such questions were not asked in mixed company.



















mixed doubles

 
/ˈˌmiks(t) ˈdəbəlz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
(especially in tennis and badminton) a game or competition involving teams, each consisting of a man and a woman.













mixed drink






noun




an alcoholic drink consisting of liquor combined with fruit juice or other ingredients, usually shaken or stirred before serving.













mixed economy






noun




an economic system combining private and public enterprise.













mixed grill

 
/ˈˌmiks(t) ˈɡril/






noun




a dish consisting of various items of grilled food, typically meats, tomatoes, and mushrooms.













mixed marriage

 
/ˈˌmiks(t) ˈmerij/






noun




a marriage between people of different races or religions.














mixed martial arts






plural noun




an extreme combat sport in which contestants are permitted to use the fighting techniques of wrestling and boxing but also those of martial arts such as kickboxing, judo, and karate.













mixed media

 
/mikst ˈmēdēə/





I.
 
noun




the use of a variety of media in an entertainment or work of art.








II.
 
adjective




another term for multimedia
 .













mixed metaphor

 
/ˈˌmiks(t) ˈmedəfər/






noun




a combination of two or more incompatible metaphors, which produces a ridiculous effect (e.g., 
this tower of strength will forge ahead

 ).













mixed number






noun




a number consisting of an integer and a proper fraction.













mixed-race






adjective




denoting or relating to people whose parents or ancestors are from different ethnic backgrounds




•
 
mixed-race children




•
 
a mixed-race neighborhood.



















mixed-up

 
/ˈmik ˈˌstəp/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person) suffering from psychological or emotional problems




•
 
a lonely, mixed-up teenager.



















mixer

 
/ˈmiksər/






noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a machine or device for mixing things, especially an electrical appliance for mixing foods




•
 
a food mixer.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person considered in terms of their ability to mix socially with others




•
 
media people need to be good mixers.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering where people can make new acquaintances.




4.
 
a soft drink that can be mixed with alcohol.




5.
 
(in sound recording and cinematography) a device for merging input signals to produce a combined output in the form of sound or pictures.




6.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who operates a signals mixer in sound recording or cinematography




•
 
a sound mixer.



















Mixmaster

 
/ˈmiksˌmastər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a type of electric food processor




•
 


‹figurative›

 he put together proposals, ideas, and advice in a kind of cerebral Mixmaster.










2.
 
(also 
mixmaster

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a sound-recording engineer or disc jockey who is an accomplished mixer of music.













mixologist

 
/mikˈsäləjist/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is skilled at mixing cocktails and other drinks.








II.
 
derivatives





mixology

 
/-əjē /






noun





















Mixolydian mode

 
/ˌmiksəˈlidēən ˌmōd/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale G–G (containing a minor 7th).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: 
Mixolydian

 from Greek 
mixo-ludios

 ‘half-Lydian’ + -an
 .





mixt

 
/mikst/








‹archaic›

 past and past participle of mix
 .









mixtape

 
/ˈmikstāp/






noun




a compilation of favorite pieces of music, typically by different artists, recorded onto a cassette tape or other medium by an individual.













Mixtec

 
/ˈmēstek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southern Mexico, noted for their skill in pottery and metallurgy.




2.
 
the Otomanguean language of the Mixtec.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mixtec or their language.











– origin

 Spanish, from Nahuatl 
mixtecah

 ‘person from a cloudy place.’






mixture

 
/ˈmiksCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance made by mixing other substances together




•
 
form the mixture into a manageable dough




•
 
shandy is 
a mixture of

 beer and lemonade.










2.
 
the process of mixing or being mixed.




3.
 
(
a mixture of

 )
 — a combination of different qualities, things, or emotions in which the component elements are individually distinct




•
 
she thumped the pillow with a mixture of anger and frustration




•
 
the old town is a mixture of narrow medieval streets and 18th-century architecture.










4.
 
a person regarded as a combination of qualities and attributes




•
 
he was a curious mixture, an unpredictable man.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 the product of the random distribution of one substance through another without any chemical reaction, as distinct from a compound.




6.
 
the charge of gas or vapor mixed with air that is admitted to the cylinder of an internal combustion engine, especially as regards the ratio of fuel to air




•
 
newer pilots often leave their mixture rich during an entire flight.










7.
 
(also 
mixture stop

 )
 — an organ stop in which each key sounds a group of small pipes of different pitches, giving a very bright tone.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
mixture

 or Latin 
mixtura

 (see mixed
 ).





mix-up

 
/ˈmiks ˌəp /

 
mixup






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a confusion of one thing with another, or a misunderstanding or mistake that results in confusion




•
 
there's been a mix-up over the tickets.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a combination of different things, especially one whose effect is inharmonious




•
 
a ghastly mix-up of furniture styles.



















Mizo

 
/ˈmēzō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting Mizoram.




2.
 
the Tibeto-Burman language of the Mizo.

Also called Lushai
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mizo or their language.











– origin

 the name in Mizo, literally ‘highlander,’ from 
mi-

 ‘person’ + 
zo

 ‘hill.’





Mizoram

 
/məˈzôrəm/






a state in northeastern India that lies between Bangladesh and Burma (Myanmar); capital, Aizawl. Separated from Assam in 1972, it was administered as a Union Territory in India until 1986, when it became a state.









mizuna

 
/məˈzo͞onə /

 
mizuna greens





I.
 
noun




an oriental rape of a variety with finely cut leaves that are eaten as a salad vegetable.

[
Brassica rapa

 var. 
nipposinica

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 1990s: from Japanese.





mizzen

 
/ˈmizən /

 
mizen





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
mizzenmast

 )
 — the mast aft of a ship's mainmast.




2.
 
(also 
mizzensail

 )
 — the lowest sail on a mizzenmast.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Italian 
mezzana

 ‘mizzensail,’ feminine (used as a noun) of 
mezzano

 ‘middle,’ from Latin 
medianus

 (see median
 ).





mizzle

 
/ˈmizəl /

 

‹chiefly dialect›






I.
 
noun




light rain; drizzle.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
it mizzles

 , 
it is mizzling

 , etc.)


1.
 
rain lightly




•
 
it was mizzling steadily.














III.
 
derivatives





mizzly

 
/ˈmizlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): probably a frequentative from the base of mist
 ; compare with Low German 
miseln

 and Dutch dialect 
miezelen

 .





Mk






abbreviation



1.
 
the German mark.




2.
 
the Gospel of Mark (in biblical references).




3.
 
(followed by a numeral) Mark, used to denote a design or model of car, aircraft, or other machine




•
 
a VW Golf Mk III.



















mk.






abbreviation



1.
 
(
pl.

 mks.)
 — 
mark
 2
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
markka.













mkay

 
/ˌmˈkā /

 
mmkay






exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 nonstandard spelling of OK
 1
 , representing an informal pronunciation (typically used at the end of a statement to invite agreement, approval, or confirmation):




•
 
come back in a few hours, mkay?




•
 
just leave us some flowers by the door and we'll pick them up later, mmkay?




•
 
mkay, I think I needed that sleep.



















mks






abbreviation




meter-kilogram-second.













mksA

 
MKSA
 , mksa






abbreviation




meter-kilogram-second-ampere.













mkt.






abbreviation




market.













mktg.






abbreviation




marketing.













ml

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
mile(s).




2.
 
milliliter(s).













MLA






abbreviation



1.
 
Member of the Legislative Assembly.




2.
 
Modern Language Association (of America).













MLB






abbreviation




major league baseball.













MLC






abbreviation




Member of the Legislative Council.













MLD






abbreviation



1.
 
minimum lethal dose.




2.
 
moderate learning difficulties


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a school for MLD pupils.



















MLF






abbreviation




multilateral nuclear force.













MLitt





I.
 
abbreviation




Master of Letters




•
 
Susan Williams, MLitt.

















– origin

 from Latin 
Magister Litterarum

 .





Mlle

 
/ˌmad(ə)m(w)əˈzel/






abbreviation




Mademoiselle.













mln






abbreviation




short for million
 :




•
 
the firm has allocated $22 mln for setting up the base




•
 
a public offering of 10 mln shares.



















MLR






abbreviation






[Finance]

 minimum lending rate, influenced by the overnight rate established by the Federal Reserve.













MLS






abbreviation



1.
 
Master of Library Science.




2.
 
Multiple Listing Service, an organization that holds computerized listings of US real estate offered for sale.




3.
 
Major League Soccer.













MLW






abbreviation




(of the tide) mean low water.













mm1







abbreviation




millimeter(s).













mm2


 
/m /

 
mmm






exclamation



1.
 
used to express contentment or pleasure




•
 
mmm, that pizza looks so good




•
 
mm, I love the sun.










2.
 
used to express agreement or approval




•
 
mm, yeah, I know what you mean




•
 
mmm, I suppose that it does help.










3.
 
used to express uncertainty or reflection




•
 
mmm, I haven't read the whole article but I don't really like the sound of this.



















MM






abbreviation




Messieurs.













MMA






abbreviation




mixed martial arts.













Mme

 
/məˈdäm ˈmadəm/






abbreviation




Madame.













m.m.f.






abbreviation




magnetomotive force.














MMOG





I.
 
noun




an online video game which can be played by a very large number of people simultaneously.











– origin

 1990s: from 
massively multiplayer online game

 .






MMORPG





I.
 
noun




an online role-playing video game in which a very large number of people participate simultaneously.











– origin

 1990s: from 
massively multiplayer online role-playing game

 .





MMPI






abbreviation




Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory.













MMR






abbreviation




measles, mumps, and rubella, a vaccination given to small children.













MMS






abbreviation




Multimedia Messaging Service, a system that enables mobile phones to send and receive pictures and sound clips as well as text messages.













MMus






abbreviation




Master of Music.













Mn






symbol




the chemical element manganese.













MN






abbreviation




Minnesota (in official postal use).













MNA






abbreviation




(in Canada) Member of the National Assembly (of Quebec).













MNC





I.
 
noun




a multinational corporation or company




•
 
MNCs are likely to bring employment practices characteristic of their home country to countries in which they have subsidiaries.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.





mnemonic

 
/nəˈmänik/





I.
 
noun




a device such as a pattern of letters, ideas, or associations that assists in remembering something.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
aiding or designed to aid the memory.




2.
 
of or relating to the power of memory.








III.
 
derivatives





mnemonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as an adjective): via medieval Latin from Greek 
mnēmonikos

 , from 
mnēmōn

 ‘mindful.’





mnemonics

 
/nəˈmäniks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study and development of systems for improving and assisting the memory.













Mnemosyne

 
/nəˈmäsənē, -ˈmäz- /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the Greek goddess of memory, and the mother of the Muses by Zeus.







– origin

 from Greek 
mnēmosunē

 , literally ‘memory.’





mngr.






abbreviation




manager.













mo

 
/mō/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a short period of time




•
 
hang on a mo!

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of moment
 .





Mo






symbol




the chemical element molybdenum.













MO1


 
/ˌemˈō/





I.
 
noun




the way a particular person tends to do things




•
 
his MO isn't prescribing the solution but sparking more questions




•
 
Connor can't figure out the killer's MO.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of modus operandi
 .





MO2


 
/ˌemˈō/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 (of a disk or disk drive) magneto-optical.




2.
 
Medical Officer.




3.
 
Missouri (in official postal use).




4.
 
money order.













mo.






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 month.













-mo





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns denoting a book size by the number of leaves into which a sheet of paper has been folded




•
 
twelvemo.

















– origin

 from the final syllable of Latin ordinal numbers such as 
duodecimo

 (masculine ablative singular).





moa

 
/ˈmōə/





I.
 
noun




a large, extinct, flightless bird resembling the emu, formerly found in New Zealand.

[Family 
Dinornithidae

 : several genera and species; 
Dinornis maximus

 was the tallest known bird, with a height of about 10 feet (3 m), but 
Megalapteryx didinus

 , which may have survived until the early 19th century, was much smaller.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.





Moab

 
/ˈmōab/






the ancient kingdom of the Moabites, east of the Dead Sea.









Moabite

 
/ˈmōəˌbīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Semitic people living in Moab in biblical times, traditionally descended from Lot.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Moab or its people.














moan

 
/mōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, low sound made by a person expressing physical or mental suffering or sexual pleasure




•
 
she gave a low moan of despair.










2.
 
a sound resembling this, especially one made by the wind




•
 
the moan of the wind in the chimneys.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a complaint that is perceived as trivial and not taken seriously by others




•
 
there were moans about the car's feeble ventilation.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a long, low sound expressing physical or mental suffering or sexual pleasure




•
 
just then their patient moaned and opened his eyes




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Oh God,” I moaned.










2.
 
(of a thing) make a sound resembling this




•
 
the foghorn moaned at intervals.










3.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 complain or grumble, typically about something trivial


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he joked and moaned about members of his family




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
my husband moans that I'm not as slim as when we first met.










4.
 


‹literary›

 lament.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moaner

 
/ˈmōnər /






noun













2.
 
moanful

 
/-fəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘complaint or lamentation’): of unknown origin.





moany

 
/ˈmōnē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 tending to grumble or complain, typically about trivial issues




•
 
they came across as a moany, joyless bunch




•
 
I don't want to get a reputation for being moany.




















moat

 
/mōt/





I.
 
noun




a deep, wide ditch surrounding a castle, fort, or town, typically filled with water and intended as a defense against attack.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
moated

 )


1.
 
surround (a place) with a moat




•
 
a moated castle.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mote

 ‘mound.’





mob

 
/mäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large crowd of people, especially one that is disorderly and intent on causing trouble or violence




•
 
a mob of protesters.










2.
 
(usu. 
the Mob

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the Mafia or a similar criminal organization.




3.
 
(
the mob

 )
 — the ordinary people




•
 
the age-old fear that the mob may organize to destroy the last vestiges of civilized life.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crowd around (someone) in an unruly and excitable way in order to admire or attack them




•
 
he was mobbed by autograph hunters.










2.
 
(of a group of birds or mammals) surround and attack (a predator or other source of threat) in order to drive it off.




3.
 
crowd into (a building or place)




•
 
an unruly crowd mobbed the White House during an inaugural reception.














III.
 
derivatives





mobber






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: abbreviation of archaic 
mobile

 , short for Latin 
mobile vulgus

 ‘excitable crowd.’





mobbed up






adjective






‹informal›

 engaged in or connected with organized crime




•
 
he denied that his family was in any way mobbed up




•
 
a mobbed-up Wall Street insider.



















mobcap

 
/ˈmäbkap/





I.
 
noun




a large soft hat covering all of the hair and typically having a decorative frill, worn indoors by women in the 18th and early 19th centuries.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
mob

 , variant of obsolete 
mab

 ‘slut.’ The word 
mob

 was first used in the sense ‘prostitute’ (mid to late 17th cent.), later denoting a negligee (mid 17th cent. to mid 18th cent).






mobile





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈmōbəl ˈmōˌbīl /



1.
 
able to move or be moved freely or easily




•
 
he has a major weight problem and is not very mobile




•
 
highly mobile international capital.










2.
 
(of the face or its features) indicating feelings with fluid and expressive movements




•
 
her mobile features working overtime to register shock and disapproval.










3.
 
(of a store, library, or other service) accommodated in a vehicle so as to travel around and serve various places.




4.
 
(of a military or police unit) equipped and prepared to move quickly to any place it is needed




•
 
mobile army combat units.










5.
 
of or relating to mobile phones, handheld computers, and similar technology




•
 
the next generation of mobile networks




•
 
a mobile device.










6.
 
able or willing to move easily or freely between occupations, places of residence, or social classes




•
 
an increasingly mobile and polarized society.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmōˌbēl /



1.
 
a decorative structure that is suspended so as to turn freely in the air.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: via French from Latin 
mobilis

 , from 
movere

 ‘to move.’ The noun dates from the 1940s.





Mobile

 
/mōˈbēl, ˈmōˌbēl/






an industrial city and port on the coast of southern Alabama; pop. 191,022 (est. 2008). It is situated at the head of Mobile Bay, an inlet of the Gulf of Mexico.









mobile device






noun




a portable computing device such as a smartphone or tablet computer




•
 
whether you're on a mobile device or a desktop, good security practices are the best way to avoid these threats.



















mobile home

 
/ˈmōbəl ˈˌhōm/






noun




a large house trailer that is parked in one particular place and used as a permanent living accommodation.













mobile Internet






noun




the Internet as accessed by means of a smartphone or other mobile device




•
 
audio and visuals matter more than ever now, especially as more of the world gains access to stable high-speed mobile Internet




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he positioned the company as less of a wireless phone network and more of a mobile Internet provider.




















mobile phone

 
mobile telephone






noun




a telephone with access to a cellular radio system so it can be used over a wide area, without a physical connection to a network.

also called cellular phone
 .













mobile sculpture






noun




a sculpture with moving parts.













mobility

 
/mōˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability to move or be moved freely and easily




•
 
this exercise helps retain mobility in the damaged joints.










2.
 
the ability to move between different levels in society or employment




•
 
industrialization would open up increasing chances of social mobility.



















mobility scooter






noun




an electrically powered scooter designed for people with restricted mobility, typically those who are elderly or disabled.













mobilization

 
/ˌmōbələˈzāSHən ˌmōbəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of a country or its government preparing and organizing troops for active service




•
 
mobilization of the army in 1941 brought 2,500,000 men under arms.










2.
 
the action of organizing and encouraging a group of people to take collective action in pursuit of a particular objective




•
 
mobilization of the working class against big business.










3.
 
the action of bringing resources into use for a particular purpose




•
 
the mobilization of resources to handle emergencies




•
 
large-scale mobilization of capital through stable institutions.










4.
 
the action of making something movable or capable of movement




•
 
mobilization of the shoulder can be resumed within 10 days following injury.



















mobilize

 
/ˈmōbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a country or its government) prepare and organize (troops) for active service




•
 
the government mobilized regular forces, reservists, and militia




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Russia is in no position to mobilize any time soon.










2.
 
organize and encourage (people) to act in a concerted way in order to bring about a particular political objective




•
 
he used the press to mobilize support for his party.










3.
 
bring (resources) into use in order to achieve a particular goal




•
 
at sea we will mobilize any amount of resources to undertake a rescue.










4.
 
make (something) movable or capable of movement




•
 
doing yoga stretches to mobilize compacted joints.










5.
 
make (a substance) able to be transported by or as a liquid




•
 
acid rain mobilizes the aluminum in forest soils.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mobilizable






adjective













2.
 
mobilizer






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
mobiliser

 , from 
mobile

 (see mobile
 ).





Möbius strip

 
/ˌmōbēəs ˈstrip/





I.
 
noun




a surface with one continuous side formed by joining the ends of a rectangular strip after twisting one end through 180°.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after August F. 
Möbius

 (1790–1868), German mathematician.





moblog

 
/ˈmōbläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a weblog whose content originates from mobile phones and other portable wireless devices.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moblogger






noun













2.
 
moblogging






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of mobile
 and weblog
 .





mobocracy

 
/mäˈbäkrəsē/






noun




rule or domination by the masses.













mob rule

 
/mäb ro͞ol/






noun




control of a political situation by those outside the conventional or lawful realm, typically involving violence and intimidation.













mobster

 
/ˈmäbstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of a group of violent criminals; a gangster.













Mobutu, Sese Seko

 
/mōˈbo͞oto͞o/






(1930–97), Zairean statesman; president 1965–97; born 
Joseph-Désiré Mobutu

 . Seizing power in a military coup in 1965, he retained control despite opposition until 1997, when he was finally forced to stand down.










Mobutu Sese Seko, Lake






the name in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire) for Lake Albert (see Albert, Lake
 ).









moc

 
/mäk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for moccasin
 .













mocap

 
/ˈmōˌkäp/






noun




short for motion capture
 .














moccasin

 
/ˈmäkəsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft leather slipper or shoe, strictly one without a separate heel, having the sole turned up on all sides and sewn to the upper in a simple gathered seam, in a style originating among North American Indians.




2.
 
a venomous American pit viper.

[Genus 
Agkistrodon

 , family 
Viperidae

 : several species, in particular the 
water moccasin

 (see cottonmouth
 ) and the 
highland moccasin

 (see copperhead
 .).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian 
mockasin

 . The word is also found in other American Indian languages.





moccasin flower






noun




another term for pink lady's-slipper (see lady's-slipper
 ).













moccasin telegraph






noun




Canadian term for bush telegraph
 .













mocha

 
/ˈmōkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine-quality coffee.




2.
 
a drink or flavoring made with or in imitation of this, typically with chocolate added.




3.
 
a dark brown color.




4.
 
a soft kind of leather made from sheepskin.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after 
Mocha

 , a port on the Red Sea, from where the coffee and leather were first shipped.





mochaccino

 
/ˌmōkəˈCHēnō/





I.
 
noun




a cappuccino containing chocolate flavoring.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
mocha

 and 
cappucino

 .






Moche

 
/ˈmōCHā/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 a pre-Inca culture that flourished on the coast of Peru in the 1st to 7th centuries 
AD

 .











– origin

 from the name of an archaeological site on the northwest coast of Peru.





mochi

 
/ˈmōCHē/





I.
 
noun




a short-grained, sweet, glutinous rice with a high starch content, used in Japanese cooking.











– origin

 Japanese.





Mochica

 
/mōˈCHēkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the Moche people.




2.
 
the language of the Mohica.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mohica or their language.











– origin

 Spanish; compare with Moche
 .





mock

 
/mäk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tease or laugh at in a scornful or contemptuous manner




•
 
he mocks them as Washington insiders.










2.
 
make (something) seem laughably unreal or impossible




•
 
at Christmas, arguments and friction mock our pretense of peace.










3.
 
mimic (someone or something) scornfully or contemptuously.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not authentic or real, but without the intention to deceive




•
 
a mock-Georgian red brick house




•
 
Jim threw up his hands in mock horror.










2.
 
(of an examination, battle, etc.) arranged for training or practice, or performed as a demonstration




•
 
Dukakis will have a mock debate with Barnett.














III.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an object of derision




•
 
he has become the mock of all his contemporaries.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mockable






adjective













2.
 
mocker

 
/ˈmäkər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mocquer

 ‘deride.’





mockery

 
/ˈmäk(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
teasing and contemptuous language or behavior directed at a particular person or thing




•
 
stung by her mockery, Frankie hung his head.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an absurd misrepresentation or imitation of something




•
 
after 
a mockery of

 a trial in London, he was executed.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 ludicrously futile action




•
 
in her bitterness she felt that all rejoicing was mockery.














II.
 
phrases





make a mockery of






make (something) seem foolish or absurd




•
 
new technology is making a mockery of our outdated laws.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
moquerie

 , from 
mocquer

 ‘to deride.’





mock-heroic

 
/ˌmäk(h)əˈrōik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a literary work or its style) imitating the style of heroic literature in order to satirize an unheroic subject.








II.
 
noun

 — (often as 
mock heroics

 )


1.
 
a burlesque imitation of the heroic character or literary style.













mocking

 
/ˈmäkiNG/






adjective




making fun of someone or something in a cruel way; derisive




•
 
the mocking hostility in his voice made her wince.



















mockingbird

 
/ˈmäkiNGˌbərd/






noun




a long-tailed thrushlike songbird with grayish plumage, found mainly in tropical America and noted for its mimicry of the calls and songs of other birds.

[Family 
Mimidae

 (the 
mockingbird family

 ): three genera and several species, esp. the 
northern mockingbird

 (
Mimus polyglottos

 ) of North America. The mockingbird family also includes the catbirds, thrashers, and tremblers.]













mockingly

 
/ˈmäkiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that makes fun of someone or something; derisively




•
 
she laughed mockingly




•
 
he was mockingly referred to as "the Colonel".



















mock moon






noun




informal term for paraselene
 .














mock orange

 
/ˈmäk ˈˌôrənj/






noun




a bushy shrub of north temperate regions that is cultivated for its strongly scented white flowers whose perfume resembles orange blossom.

[Genus 
Philadelphus

 , family 
Hydrangeaceae

 (formerly 
Philadelphaceae

 ): several species and hybrids, in particular 
P. coronarius

 .]













mock sun






noun




informal term for parhelion
 .













mocktail

 
/ˈmäkˌtāl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a nonalcoholic drink consisting of a mixture of fruit juices or other soft drinks.











– origin

 1930s: blend of mock
 
(

 adjective) and cocktail
 .






mock turtleneck






noun




a neck for a knit garment similar to a funnel neck but shorter and typically not as loose.













mock turtle soup

 
/ˈˌmäk ˈtərdl ˈˌso͞op/






noun




imitation turtle soup made from a calf's head.













mockumentary

 
mocumentary





I.
 
noun




a motion picture or television program that takes the form of a serious documentary in order to satirize its subject.








II.
 
derivatives





mockumentarian

 
/ˌmäkyəmenˈte(ə)rēən /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: blend of 
mock

 and 
(doc)umentary

 .





mock-up

 
/ˈmäk ˌəp /

 
mockup






noun



1.
 
a model or replica of a machine or structure, used for instructional or experimental purposes.




2.
 
an arrangement of text and pictures to be printed




•
 
a mock-up of the following day's front page.



















mocuck

 
/məˈkək /

 
mocock





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a container resembling a basket made from birchbark.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from an American Indian language.





mod1


 
/mäd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 modern.








II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 (especially in the early 1960s) a young person of a subculture characterized by stylish dress, the riding of motor scooters, and a liking for soul music.











– origin

 abbreviation of modern
 or modernist
 .





mod2


 
/mäd/






preposition






[Mathematics]

 another term for modulo
 .














mod3


 
/mäd /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a modification




•
 
a couple of minor mods to the wheels will ease the installation of the tires.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make modifications to; modify




•
 
both the single-player and multiplayer games can be modded.














III.
 
derivatives





modder

 
/ˈmädər /






noun





















mod.






abbreviation



1.
 
moderate.




2.
 


[Music]

 moderato.




3.
 
modern.













modacrylic

 
/ˌmädəˈkrilik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a synthetic textile fiber made from a polymer containing a high proportion of units derived from acrylonitrile.








II.
 
noun




a modacrylic textile fiber.











– origin

 1950s: from 
modified

 (past participle of modify
 ) + acrylic
 .






modal

 
/ˈmōdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to mode or form as opposed to substance.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 of or denoting the mood of a verb.




3.
 
relating to a modal verb.




4.
 


[Statistics]

 of or relating to a mode; occurring most frequently in a sample or population.




5.
 


[Music]

 of or denoting music using melodies or harmonies based on modes other than the ordinary major and minor scales.




6.
 


[Logic]

 (of a proposition) in which the predicate is affirmed of the subject with some qualification, or which involves the affirmation of possibility, impossibility, necessity, or contingency.








II.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a modal word or construction.








III.
 
derivatives





modally

 
/ˈmōdl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 5 
of the

 adjective): from medieval Latin 
modalis

 , from Latin 
modus

 (see mode
 ).





modalism

 
/ˈmodlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Theology]

 the doctrine that the persons of the Trinity represent only three modes or aspects of the divine revelation, not distinct and coexisting persons in the divine nature.




2.
 


[Music]

 the use of modal melodies and harmonies.








II.
 
derivatives





modalist






noun, adjective





















modality

 
/mōˈdalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
modal quality




•
 
the harmony had a touch of modality.










2.
 
a particular mode in which something exists or is experienced or expressed.




3.
 
a particular method or procedure




•
 
traditional modalities of representing time and space.










4.
 
a particular form of sensory perception




•
 
the visual and auditory modalities.










5.
 
(in medicine, particularly homeopathy) a symptom or pattern that aids in diagnosis




•
 
The modality of “worse with activity” is associated with Rhus Tox.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
modalitas

 , from 
modalis

 (see modal
 ).






modal verb






noun






[Grammar]

 an auxiliary verb that expresses necessity or possibility. English modal verbs include 
must

 , 
shall

 , 
will

 , 
should

 , 
would

 , 
can

 , 
could

 , 
may

 , and 
might

 .

See also auxiliary verb
 .














mode

 
/mōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way or manner in which something occurs or is experienced, expressed, or done




•
 
his preferred mode of travel was a kayak




•
 
differences between language modes, namely speech and writing.










2.
 
an option allowing a change in the method of operation of a device, especially a camera




•
 
a camcorder 
in automatic mode

 .










3.
 


[Computing]

 a way of operating or using a system




•
 
some computers provide several so-called processor modes.










4.
 


[Physics]

 any of the distinct kinds or patterns of vibration of an oscillating system.




5.
 


[Logic]

 the character of a modal proposition (whether necessary, contingent, possible, or impossible).




6.
 


[Logic]

 
[Grammar]

 another term for mood
 2
 .




7.
 
a fashion or style in clothes, art, literature, etc.




•
 
in the Seventies, the mode for activewear took hold.










8.
 


[Statistics]

 the value that occurs most frequently in a given set of data.




9.
 


[Music]

 a set of musical notes forming a scale and from which melodies and harmonies are constructed.

The modes of plainsong and later Western music (including the usual major and minor scales) correspond to the diatonic scales played on the white notes of a piano. They are named arbitrarily after ancient Greek modes: Ionian (or major), Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian, and Locrian.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the musical and grammatical senses): from Latin 
modus

 ‘measure,’ from an Indo-European root shared by mete
 1
 ; compare with mood
 2
 .





model

 
/ˈmädl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a three-dimensional representation of a person or thing or of a proposed structure, typically on a smaller scale than the original




•
 
a model of St. Paul's Cathedral




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a model airplane.










2.
 
(in sculpture) a figure or object made in clay or wax, to be reproduced in another more durable material.




3.
 
a system or thing used as an example to follow or imitate




•
 
the law became a model for dozens of laws banning nondegradable plastic products




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a model farm.










4.
 
a simplified description, especially a mathematical one, of a system or process, to assist calculations and predictions




•
 
a statistical model used for predicting the survival rates of endangered species.










5.
 
(
model of

 )
 — a person or thing regarded as an excellent example of a specified quality




•
 
as she grew older, she became a model of self-control




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he was a model husband and father.










6.
 
(
model for

 )
 — an actual person or place on which a specified fictional character or location is based




•
 
the author denied that Marilyn was the model for his tragic heroine.










7.
 
a person, typically a woman, employed to display clothes by wearing them




•
 
a fashion model.










8.
 
a person employed to pose for an artist, photographer, or sculptor.




9.
 
a particular design or version of a product




•
 
trading your car in for a newer model.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fashion or shape (a three-dimensional figure or object) in a malleable material such as clay or wax




•
 
use the icing to model a house.










2.
 
(in drawing or painting) represent so as to appear three-dimensional




•
 
the body of the woman to the right is modeled in softer, riper forms.










3.
 
(
model something on/after

 )
 — use (especially a system or procedure) as an example to follow or imitate




•
 
the research method will be modeled on previous work.










4.
 
(
model oneself on

 )
 — take (someone admired or respected) as an example to copy




•
 
he models himself on rock legend Elvis Presley.










5.
 
devise a representation, especially a mathematical one, of (a phenomenon or system)




•
 
a computer program that can model how smoke behaves.










6.
 
display (clothes) by wearing them.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — work as a model by displaying clothes or posing for an artist, photographer, or sculptor.








III.
 
derivatives





modeler

 
/ˈmäd(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a set of plans of a building): from French 
modelle

 , from Italian 
modello

 , from an alteration of Latin 
modulus

 (see modulus
 ).






model home






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a house in a newly built development that is furnished and decorated to be shown to prospective buyers.













modeling

 
/ˈmädliNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 modelling






noun



1.
 
the work of a fashion model.




2.
 
the art or activity of making three-dimensional models.




3.
 
[often with 
adj.

 ]
 — the devising or use of abstract or mathematical models




•
 
macroeconomic modeling and policy analysis.



















modeling clay

 


‹Brit.›

 modelling clay






noun




malleable clay used for making three-dimensional models




•
 
bring your own drawing materials or modeling clay.



















modem

 
/ˈmōdəm/





I.
 
noun




a combined device for modulation and demodulation, for example, between the digital data of a computer and the analog signal of a telephone line.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (data) by modem.











– origin

 1950s: blend of 
modulator

 and 
demodulator

 .





Modena

 
/ˈmôdnˌä, ˈmôdinə/






a city in northern Italy, northwest of Bologna; pop. 181,807 (2008).










moderate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈmäd(ə)rət /



1.
 
average in amount, intensity, quality, or degree




•
 
we walked at a moderate pace.










2.
 
(of a person, party, or policy); not radical or excessively right- or left-wing




•
 
a moderate reform program.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈmäd(ə)rət /



1.
 
a person who holds moderate views, especially in politics.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈmädəˌrāt /



1.
 
make or become less extreme, intense, rigorous, or violent


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I shall not moderate my criticism




•
 (as 
adj.

 
moderating

 )
 
his moderating influence in the army was now needed more than ever




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the weather has moderated considerably.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in academic and ecclesiastical contexts) preside over (a deliberative body) or at (a debate)




•
 
a panel moderated by a Harvard University law professor.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — preside; act as a moderator.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — monitor (an Internet forum or online discussion) for inappropriate or offensive content.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 retard (neutrons) with a moderator.








IV.
 
derivatives





moderatism

 
/-ˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
moderat-

 ‘reduced, controlled,’ from the verb 
moderare

 ; related to modest
 .





moderate breeze

 
/ˈmädəˌrāt brēz/






noun




a wind of force 4 on the Beaufort scale (13–18 miles per hour, or 11–16 knots).














moderate gale

 
/ˈmädəˌrāt ɡāl/






noun




a wind of force 7 on the Beaufort scale (32–38 miles per hour, or 28–33 knots).













moderately

 
/ˈmäd(ə)rətlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to a certain extent; quite; fairly




•
 
these events were moderately successful




•
 
he answered all the questions moderately well.










2.
 
in a moderate manner




•
 
growth continues moderately.










3.
 
within reasonable limits




•
 
both hotels are moderately priced.



















moderation

 
/ˌmädəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the avoidance of excess or extremes, especially in one's behavior or political opinions




•
 
he urged the police to show moderation.










2.
 
the action of making something less extreme, intense, or violent




•
 
the union's approach was based on increased dialogue and 
the moderation of

 demands.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the retardation of neutrons by a moderator.








II.
 
phrases





in moderation






within reasonable limits; not to excess




•
 
nuts can be eaten in moderation.





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
moderatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
moderare

 ‘to control’ (see moderate
 ).





moderato

 
/ˌmädəˈrädō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction after a tempo marking) at a moderate pace




•
 
allegro moderato.














II.
 
noun




a passage marked to be performed at a moderate pace.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘moderate.’





moderator

 
/ˈmädəˌrādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arbitrator or mediator




•
 
Egypt managed to assert its role as a regional moderator.










2.
 
a presiding officer, especially a chairman of a debate.




3.
 
a Presbyterian minister presiding over an ecclesiastical body.




4.
 
a person who moderates an Internet forum or online discussion.




5.
 


[Physics]

 a substance used in a nuclear reactor to retard neutrons.








II.
 
derivatives





moderatorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun






















modern

 
/ˈmädərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the present or recent times as opposed to the remote past




•
 
the pace of modern life




•
 
modern U.S. history.










2.
 
characterized by or using the most up-to-date techniques, ideas, or equipment




•
 
they do not have modern weapons.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting the form of a language that is currently used, as opposed to any earlier form




•
 
modern German.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a current or recent style or trend in art, architecture, or other cultural activity marked by a significant departure from traditional styles and values




•
 
Matisse's contribution to modern art.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
moderns

 )


1.
 
a person who advocates or practices a departure from traditional styles or values.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
modernly






adverb













2.
 
modernness

 
/ˈmädərnˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
modernus

 , from Latin 
modo

 ‘just now.’





modern dance






noun




a free, expressive style of dancing started in the early 20th century as a reaction to classical ballet. In recent years it has included elements not usually associated with dance, such as speech and film.













moderne

 
/mäˈdern, mə-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a popularization of the art deco style marked by bright colors and geometric shapes.




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 denoting an ultramodern style.











– origin

 1920s: French, ‘modern.’





modern English

 
/ˈˌmädərn ˈiNGliSH/






noun




the English language as it has been since about 1500.













Modern Greats






plural noun




(at Oxford University) the school of philosophy, politics, and economics.













modern history

 
/ˈˌmädərn ˈhist(ə)rē/






noun




history up to the present day, from some arbitrary point taken to represent the end of the Middle Ages. In some contexts it may be contrasted with “ancient” rather than “medieval” history, and start, e.g., from the fall of the Western Roman Empire.













modernism

 
/ˈmädərnˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
modern character or quality of thought, expression, or technique




•
 
when he waxes philosophical, he comes across as a strange mix of nostalgia and modernism.










2.
 
a style or movement in the arts that aims to break with classical and traditional forms.




3.
 
a movement toward modifying traditional beliefs in accordance with modern ideas, especially in the Roman Catholic Church in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.














modernist

 
/ˈmädərnəst/





I.
 
noun




a believer in or supporter of modernism, especially in the arts.








II.
 
adjective




of or associated with modernism, especially in the arts.








III.
 
derivatives





modernistic

 
/ˌmädərˈnistik /






adjective





















modernity

 
/məˈdərnədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being modern




•
 
an aura of technological modernity.










2.
 
a modern way of thinking, working, etc.; contemporariness




•
 
Hobbes was the genius of modernity.



















modernization

 
/ˌmädərnəˈzāSHən ˌmädərˌnīˈzāSHən/






noun




the process of adapting something to modern needs or habits




•
 
the industry is undergoing modernization




•
 
kitchen and bathroom modernizations.



















modernize

 
/ˈmädərˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adapt (something) to modern needs or habits, typically by installing modern equipment or adopting modern ideas or methods




•
 
a five-year plan to modernize Algerian agriculture.














II.
 
derivatives





modernizer

 
/ˈmädərˌnīzər /






noun





















modern jazz






noun




jazz as developed in the 1940s and 1950s, especially bebop and the related music that followed it.













modern language






noun




a living or modern-day language as a subject of study, as contrasted with classical Latin and Greek




•
 
pupils were allowed to choose whether or not to take a modern language




•
 
he studied modern languages at Trinity College.




















modern Latin






noun




Latin as developed since 1500, used especially in scientific terminology.














modest

 
/ˈmädəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unassuming or moderate in the estimation of one's abilities or achievements




•
 
he was a very modest man, refusing to take any credit for the enterprise.










2.
 
(of an amount, rate, or level of something) relatively moderate, limited, or small




•
 
drink modest amounts of alcohol




•
 
employment growth was relatively modest.










3.
 
(of a place in which one lives, eats, or stays) not excessively large, elaborate, or expensive




•
 
we had bought a modest house.










4.
 
(of a woman) dressing or behaving so as to avoid impropriety or indecency, especially to avoid attracting sexual attention.




5.
 
(of clothing) not revealing or emphasizing the figure




•
 
modest dress means that hemlines must be below the knee.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
modeste

 , from Latin 
modestus

 ‘keeping due measure,’ related to 
modus

 ‘measure.’





modestly

 
/ˈmädəs(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in an unassuming manner; without vanity or arrogance




•
 
he modestly shrugged off the tributes from his manager.










2.
 
to a relatively moderate or small degree




•
 
sales and profits have grown modestly in recent years.










3.
 
in a manner that is not elaborate or luxurious




•
 
a modestly furnished apartment




•
 
he lived modestly in a small house.










4.
 
so as to avoid impropriety or indecency




•
 
women are expected to dress modestly




•
 
he modestly covered his eyes.



















Modesto

 
/məˈdestō/






a city in north central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 202,967 (est. 2008).









modesty

 
/ˈmädəstē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being unassuming or moderate in the estimation of one's abilities




•
 
with typical modesty he insisted on sharing the credit with others.










2.
 
the quality of being relatively moderate, limited, or small in amount, rate, or level




•
 
the modesty of his political aspirations.










3.
 
behavior, manner, or appearance intended to avoid impropriety or indecency




•
 
modesty forbade her to undress in front of so many people.



















modicum

 
/ˈmädəkəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a small quantity of a particular thing, especially something considered desirable or valuable




•
 
his statement had more than 
a modicum of

 truth.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
modicus

 ‘moderate,’ from 
modus

 ‘measure.’





modification

 
/ˌmädəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of modifying something




•
 
the parts supplied should fit with little or no modification.










2.
 
a change made




•
 
there will be a number of modifications to the engines.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in Scots law, denoting the assessment of a payment): from French, or from Latin 
modificatio(n-)

 , from 
modificare

 (see modify
 ).





modifier

 
/ˈmädəˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that makes partial or minor changes to something.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a word, especially an adjective or noun used attributively, that restricts or adds to the sense of a head noun (e.g., 
good

 and 
family

 in 
a good family house

 ).




3.
 


[Genetics]

 a gene that modifies the phenotypic expression of a gene at another locus.














modify

 
/ˈmädəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make partial or minor changes to (something), typically so as to improve it or to make it less extreme




•
 
she may be prepared to modify her views




•
 (as 
adj.

 
modified

 )
 
a modified version of the aircraft.










2.
 


[Biology]

 transform (a structure) from its original anatomical form during development or evolution.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 (especially of an adjective) restrict or add to the sense of (a noun)




•
 
the target noun is modified by a “direction” word.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 pronounce (a speech sound) in a way that is different from the norm for that sound.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
modifiable

 
/ˌmädəˈfīəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
modificatory

 
/ˈmädəfəkəˌtôrē, ˌmädəˈfikəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
modifier

 , from Latin 
modificare

 , from 
modus

 (see mode
 ).





Modigliani, Amedeo

 
/ˌmōdēlˈyänē/






(1884–1920), Italian painter and sculptor, resident in France from 1906. His portraits and nudes are noted for their elongated forms, linear qualities, and earthy colors.









modillion

 
/mōˈdilyən/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a projecting bracket under the corona of a cornice in the Corinthian and other orders.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
modillon

 , from Italian 
modiglione

 , based on Latin 
mutulus

 ‘mutule.’





modiolus

 
/məˈdīələs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the conical central axis of the cochlea of the ear.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘nave of a wheel.’





modish

 
/ˈmōdiSH ˈmädiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹often derogatory›

 conforming to or following what is currently popular and fashionable




•
 
it seems sad that such a scholar should feel compelled to use this modish jargon.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
modishly

 
/ˈmōdiSHlē ˈmädiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
modishness






noun





















modiste

 
/mōˈdēst/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a fashionable milliner or dressmaker.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
mode

 ‘fashion.’





modular

 
/ˈmäjələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
employing or involving a module or modules as the basis of design or construction




•
 
modular housing units.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 of or relating to a modulus.








II.
 
derivatives





modularity

 
/ˌmäjəˈle(ə)ritē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
modularis

 , from Latin 
modulus

 (see modulus
 ).





modulate

 
/ˈmäjəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exert a modifying or controlling influence on




•
 
the state attempts to modulate private business's cash flow.










2.
 
vary the strength, tone, or pitch of (one's voice)




•
 
we all modulate our voice by hearing it.










3.
 
alter the amplitude or frequency of (an electromagnetic wave or other oscillation) in accordance with the variations of a second signal, typically one of a lower frequency




•
 
radio waves are modulated to carry the analog information of the voice.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 change from one key to another




•
 
the first half of the melody, 
modulating from

 E minor to G.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
modulate into

 )
 — change from one form or condition into (another)




•
 
ideals and opinions are not modulated into authoritative journalese.














II.
 
derivatives





modulator

 
/ˈmäjəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘intone [a song]’): from Latin 
modulat-

 ‘measured, made melody,’ from the verb 
modulari

 , from 
modulus

 ‘measure’ (see modulus
 ).





modulation

 
/ˌmäjəˈlāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the exertion of a modifying or controlling influence on something




•
 
endorphins in the body are responsible for the modulation of pain sensation.










2.
 
variation in the strength, tone, or pitch of one's voice




•
 
excellent voice modulation.










3.
 
alteration of the amplitude or frequency of an electromagnetic wave or other oscillation in accordance with the variations of a second signal




•
 
modulation of the ray amplitude will result in sound being heard




•
 
researchers observed the modulation of electrical conductance.










4.
 


[Music]

 a change from one key to another in a piece of music




•
 
their bold approach to harmony and modulation




•
 
there is a beautiful modulation from B flat to G major.










5.
 
the process of changing from one form or condition into another




•
 
the modulation from an oral to a written technology in ancient Greek civilization




•
 
great modulations of tempo.



















module

 
/ˈmäjo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a set of standardized parts or independent units that can be used to construct a more complex structure, such as an item of furniture or a building.




2.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — an independent self-contained unit of a spacecraft.




3.
 


[Computing]

 any of a number of distinct but interrelated units from which a program may be built up or into which a complex activity may be analyzed.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the senses ‘allotted scale’ and ‘plan, model’): from French, or from Latin 
modulus

 (see modulus
 ). Current senses date from the 1950s.






modulo

 
/ˈmäjəˌlō/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 (in number theory) with respect to or using a modulus of a specified number. Two numbers are congruent modulo a given number if they give the same remainder when divided by that number




•
 
19 and 64 are congruent modulo 5.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 using moduli




•
 
modulo operations.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ablative of 
modulus

 (see modulus
 ).






modulus

 
/ˈmäjələs /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for absolute value
 .




2.
 
the positive square root of the sum of the squares of the real and imaginary parts of a complex number.




3.
 
a constant factor or ratio.




4.
 
a constant indicating the relation between a physical effect and the force producing it.




5.
 
a number used as a divisor for considering numbers in sets, numbers being considered congruent when giving the same remainder when divided by a particular modulus.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an architectural unit of length): from Latin, literally ‘measure,’ diminutive of 
modus

 .






modus operandi

 
/ˌmōdəs ˌäpəˈrandē ˌmōdəs ˌäpəˈrandī/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a particular way or method of doing something, especially one that is characteristic or well-established




•
 
the volunteers were instructed to buy specific systems using our usual modus operandi—anonymously and with cash.










2.
 
the way something operates or works.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘way of operating.’





modus ponens

 
/ˌmōdəs ˈpōnenz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rule of logic stating that if a conditional statement (“if 
p

 then 
q

 ”) is accepted, and the antecedent (
p

 ) holds, then the consequent (
q

 ) may be inferred.




2.
 
an argument using modus ponens.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘mood that affirms.’





modus tollens

 
/ˌmōdəs ˈtälenz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rule of logic stating that if a conditional statement (“if 
p

 then 
q

 ”) is accepted, and the consequent does not hold (
not-q

 ), then the negation of the antecedent (
not-p

 ) can be inferred.




2.
 
an argument using modus tollens.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘mood that denies.’





modus vivendi

 
/ˌmōdəs viˈvendē ˌmōdəs viˈvendī/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an arrangement or agreement allowing conflicting parties to coexist peacefully, either indefinitely or until a final settlement is reached.




2.
 
a way of living.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘way of living.’





moeritherium

 
/ˌmirəˈTHirēəm/





I.
 
noun




a medium-sized mammal of the late Eocene and Oligocene epochs with a long snout and short legs, related to modern elephants.

[
Moeritherium trigodon

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of Lake 
Moeris

 in Egypt, where the first fossils were found + Greek 
thērion

 ‘wild beast.’





mofette

 
/mōˈfet/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for fumarole
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Neapolitan Italian 
mofetta

 .





mofo

 
/ˈmōfō/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 short for motherfucker
 .














Mogadishu

 
/ˌmōɡəˈdēSHo͞o ˌmäɡəˈdēSHo͞o/






the capital of Somalia, a port on the Indian Ocean; pop. 1,100,000 (est. 2007). Italian name 
Mogadiscio

 .

Also called Muqdisho
 .









moggie

 
/ˈmäɡē /

 
moggy





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a cat, especially one that does not have a pedigree or is otherwise unremarkable.




•
 
I have three other cats (two moggies and one Bengal/Tonkinese cross).

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: variant of 
Maggie

 , pet form of the given name 
Margaret

 .






Mogilyov

 
/ˌməɡilˈyôf /

 
Mogilev






Russian name for Mahilyow
 .









mogul1


 
/ˈmōɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an important or powerful person, especially in the motion picture or media industry.




2.
 
(
Mogul

 )
 — a steam locomotive with three pairs of driving wheels and one pair of smaller wheels in the front.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: figurative use of Mogul
 .





mogul2


 
/ˈmōɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a bump on a ski slope formed by the repeated turns of skiers over the same path


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a mogul field.

















– origin

 1960s: probably from southern German dialect 
Mugel

 , 
Mugl

 .






Mogul

 
/ˈmōɡəl /

 
Moghul
 , Mughal





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the Muslim dynasty of Mongol origin founded by the successors of Tamerlane, which ruled much of India from the 16th to the 19th century


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Mogul architecture.










2.
 
(often 
the Great Mogul

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the Mogul emperor of Delhi.











– origin

 from Persian 
muġul

 ‘Mongol.’





MOH






abbreviation



1.
 
Medical Officer of Health (chief health executive of a local authority).




2.
 
Ministry of Health.













mohair

 
/ˈmōˌher/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the long, silky hair of the angora goat.




2.
 
a yarn or fabric made from this, typically mixed with wool


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a mohair sweater.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Arabic 
muḵayyar

 ‘cloth made of goat's hair’ (literally ‘choice, select’). The change in ending was due to association with hair
 .






Mohammerah

 
/məˈhämərə/






former name (until 1924) for Khorramshahr
 .









Mohawk

 
/ˈmōˌhôk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people, one of the Five Nations, originally inhabiting parts of eastern New York.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Mohawk.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a hairstyle in which the head is shaved except for a strip of hair running centrally from the middle of the forehead to the back of the neck.




4.
 


[Figure Skating]

 a step from either edge of the skate to the same edge on the other foot in the opposite direction.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mohawk or their language.











– origin

 from Narragansett 
mohowawog

 , literally ‘man-eaters.’





Mohawk River






a river that flows across central New York for 140 miles (230 km) to join the Hudson River above Albany. The Mohawk Valley is the site of much of the Erie Canal.










Mohegan

 
/mōˈhēɡən /

 
Mohican





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly inhabiting eastern Connecticut.

Compare with Mahican
 .




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Mohegan, closely related to Pequot.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mohegan or their language.











– origin

 from Mohegan, literally ‘people of the tidal waters.’





mohel

 
/moil, ˈmō(h)el/





I.
 
noun




a person who performs the Jewish rite of circumcision.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hebrew 
mōhēl

 .





Mohenjo-Daro

 
/mōˌhenjōˈdärō/






an ancient city of the civilization of the Indus valley (
c.

 2600–1700 
BC

 ), now a major archaeological site in Pakistan, southwest of Sukkur.









Mohican

 
/mōˈhēkən/






adjective, noun




old-fashioned variant spelling of Mahican
 or Mohegan
 .













Moho

 
/ˈmōhō/






noun






[Geology]

 short for Mohorovičić discontinuity
 .













Moholy-Nagy, László

 
/məˌhōlē ˈnäj, ˌmôholi ˈnädyə/






(1895–1946), US painter, sculptor, and photographer; born in Hungary. He pioneered the experimental use of plastic materials, light, photography, and film.










Mohorovičić discontinuity

 
/ˌmōhəˈrōviˌCHiCH ˌdiskänt(ə)nˌ(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the boundary surface between the earth's crust and the mantle, lying at a depth of about 6–7 miles (10–12 km) under the ocean bed and about 24–30 miles (40–50 km) under the continents.











– origin

 1930s: named after Andrija 
Mohorovičić

 (1857–1936), Yugoslav seismologist.





Mohs' scale

 
/ˈmōz ˌskāl ˈmōs ˌskāl/





I.
 
noun




a scale of hardness used in classifying minerals. It runs from 1 to 10 using a series of reference minerals, and a position on the scale depends on the ability to scratch minerals rated lower.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Friedrich 
Mohs

 (1773–1839), German mineralogist.





moi

 
/mwä/





I.
 
exclamation

 — (usu. 
moi?

 )


1.
 


‹humorous›

 me? (used especially when accused of something that one knows one is guilty of)




•
 
sarcastic, moi?

















– origin

 French, ‘me.’





moidore

 
/ˈmoiˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a Portuguese gold coin, current in England in the early 18th century and then worth about 27 shillings.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
moeda d'ouro

 ‘money of gold.’





moiety

 
/ˈmoiədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 each of two parts into which a thing is or can be divided.




2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 
[Anthropology]

 each of two social or ritual groups into which a people is divided, especially among Australian Aborigines and some American Indians.




3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 a part or portion, especially a lesser share.




4.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 
[Chemistry]

 a distinct part of a large molecule




•
 
the enzyme removes the sulfate moiety.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
moite

 , from Latin 
medietas

 ‘middle,’ from 
medius

 ‘mid, middle.’





moil

 
/moil /

 

‹archaic, dialect N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work hard




•
 
men who moiled for gold.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — move around in confusion or agitation




•
 
a crowd of men and women moiled in the smoky haze.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
hard work; drudgery.




2.
 
turmoil; confusion




•
 
the moil of his intimate thoughts.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘moisten or bedaub’): from Old French 
moillier

 ‘paddle in mud, moisten,’ based on Latin 
mollis

 ‘soft.’ The sense ‘work’ dates from the mid 16th cent., often in the phrase 
toil and moil

 .






Moirai

 
/ˈmoirī /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the Fates.










moire

 
/mwär /

 
moiré





I.
 
noun




silk fabric that has been subjected to heat and pressure rollers after weaving to give it a rippled appearance.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of silk) having a rippled, lustrous finish.




2.
 
denoting or showing a pattern of irregular wavy lines produced by the superposition at a slight angle of two sets of closely spaced lines.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French 
moire

 ‘mohair’ (the original fabric); the variant 
moiré

 ‘given a watered appearance’ (past participle of 
moirer

 , from 
moire

 ).





Moissan, Henri

 
/mwäˈsäN/






(1852–1907), French chemist; full name 
Ferdinand Frédéric Henri Moissan

 . In 1886 he succeeded in isolating the element fluorine. In 1892, he invented the electric-arc furnace that bears his name. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1906).










moist

 
/moist/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slightly wet; damp or humid




•
 
the air was moist and heavy.










2.
 
(of the eyes) wet with tears




•
 
her brother's eyes became moist.










3.
 
(of a climate) rainy.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 marked by a fluid discharge.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moistly






adverb













2.
 
moistness

 
/ˈmois(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
moiste

 , based on Latin 
mucidus

 ‘moldy’ (influenced by 
musteus

 ‘fresh,’ from 
mustum

 : see must
 2
 ).





moisten

 
/ˈmois(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wet slightly




•
 
she moistened her lips with the tip of her tongue.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the eyes) fill with tears




•
 
her eyes moistened.



















moisture

 
/ˈmoisCHər/





I.
 
noun




water or other liquid diffused in a small quantity as vapor, within a solid, or condensed on a surface.








II.
 
derivatives





moistureless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting moistness): from Old French 
moistour

 , from 
moiste

 (see moist
 ).





moisture-laden






adjective




(of air or clouds) carrying a lot of moisture




•
 
the distant mountains are almost completely obscured by moisture-laden air.



















moisturize

 
/ˈmoisCHəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something, especially the skin) less dry.













moisturizer

 
/ˈmoisCHəˌrīzər/






noun




a lotion or cream used to prevent dryness in the skin.













mojarra

 
/mōˈhärə/





I.
 
noun




a small, typically silvery fish with a very protrusible mouth. It is particularly abundant in shallow coastal and brackish waters of tropical America.

[Family 
Gerreidae

 : several genera and numerous species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from American Spanish.





Mojave Desert

 
/mōˌhävē ˈdezərt /

 
Mohave






a desert in southern California, southeast of the Sierra Nevada and north and east of Los Angeles.









mojito

 
/mōˈhēdō/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail consisting of white rum, lime or lemon juice, sugar, mint, ice, and sparkling water or club soda.











– origin

 1930s: Cuban Spanish, from mojo
 2
 + diminutive suffix 
-ito

 .





mojo1


 
/ˈmōjō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 a magic charm, talisman, or spell




•
 
someone must have their mojo working over at the record company.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 magic power.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably of African origin; compare with Gullah 
moco

 ‘witchcraft.’






mojo2


 
/ˈmōˌhō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a Cuban sauce or marinade containing garlic, olive oil, and sour oranges.











– origin

 probably from Spanish 
mojo

 ‘wet’ from 
mojar

 ‘make wet.’





moke

 
/mōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a donkey.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a horse, typically one of inferior quality.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






moksha

 
/ˈmōkSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Hinduism and Jainism) release from the cycle of rebirth impelled by the law of karma.




2.
 
the transcendent state attained as a result of being released from the cycle of rebirth.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
mokṣa

 .





MOL






abbreviation




Manned Orbital Laboratory.














mola

 
/ˈmōlə/





I.
 
noun




another term for sunfish
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘millstone,’ with reference to the shape.






molal

 
/ˈmōləl/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a solution) containing one mole of solute per kilogram of solvent.








II.
 
derivatives





molality

 
/mōˈlalitē /






noun





















molar1


 
/ˈmōlər/





I.
 
noun




a grinding tooth at the back of a mammal's mouth.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
molaris

 , from 
mola

 ‘millstone.’





molar2


 
/ˈmōlər/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to mass; acting on or by means of large masses or units.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
moles

 ‘mass’ + -ar
 1
 .






molar3


 
/ˈmōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or relating to one mole of a substance.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solution) containing one mole of solute per liter of solution.








II.
 
derivatives





molarity

 
/mōˈle(ə)ritē /






noun






















molasses

 
/məˈlasəz/





I.
 
noun




thick, dark brown syrup obtained from raw sugar during the refining process, a version of which is used in baking.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
melaço

 , from late Latin 
mellacium

 ‘must,’ based on 
mel

 ‘honey.’






mold1


 
/mōld /

 


‹Brit.›

 mould





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow container used to give shape to molten or hot liquid material (such as wax or metal) when it cools and hardens.




2.
 
something made in a mold, especially a gelatin dessert or a mousse




•
 
lobster mold with a sauce of carrots and port.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a distinctive and typical style, form, or character




•
 
he planned to conquer the world as a roving reporter 
in the mold of

 his hero




•
 
the latest policy document is still stuck in the old mold.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the form or shape of something, especially the features or physique of a person or the build of an animal.




5.
 
a frame or template for producing moldings.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (an object with a particular shape) out of easily manipulated material




•
 
a Connecticut inventor molded a catamaran out of polystyrene foam.










2.
 
give a shape to (a malleable substance)




•
 
take the marzipan and 
mold

 it 
into

 a cone shape.










3.
 
influence the formation or development of




•
 
the professionals who were helping to mold US policy.










4.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
molded

 )
 — shape (a column, ceiling, or other part of a building) to a particular design, especially a decorative molding




•
 
a corridor with a molded cornice.














III.
 
phrases





break the mold






put an end to a restrictive pattern of events or behavior by doing things in a markedly different way




•
 
his work did much to break the mold of the old urban sociology.


















IV.
 
derivatives





moldable

 
/ˈmōldəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: apparently from Old French 
modle

 , from Latin 
modulus

 (see modulus
 ).





mold2


 
/mōld /

 


‹Brit.›

 mould





I.
 
noun




a furry growth of minute fungal hyphae occurring typically in moist warm conditions, especially on food or other organic matter.

[The fungi belong to the subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 (or 
Ascomycotina

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from obsolete 
mould

 , past participle of 
moul

 ‘grow moldy,’ of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
mygla

 ‘grow moldy.’






mold3


 
/mōld /

 


‹Brit.›

 mould





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soft loose earth.

See also leaf mold
 .




2.
 
the upper soil of cultivated land, especially when rich in organic matter.











– origin

 Old English 
molde

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘pulverize or grind’; related to meal
 2
 .






Moldau

 
/ˈmôldou/






German name for Vltava
 .










Moldavia

 
/mälˈdāvēə môlˈdāvēə/





I.
 
a former principality of southeastern Europe. Formerly a part of the Roman province of Dacia, it came under Turkish rule in the 16th century. In 1861, Moldavia united with Wallachia to form Romania.




II.
 
another name for Moldova
 .









Moldavian

 
/mälˈdāvēən môlˈdāvēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Moldavia.




2.
 
the Romanian language as spoken and written (in the Cyrillic alphabet) in Moldavia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Moldavia, its inhabitants, or their language.













moldboard

 
/ˈmōldbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a curved metal blade in a plow that turns the earth over


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
moldboard plows.










2.
 
a curved metal plate on the front of a snowplow or bulldozer, used for pushing snow or loose earth.













mold-breaking

 


‹Brit.›

 mould-breaking





I.
 
adjective




characterized by bold originality; pioneering




•
 
it was a controversial and mold-breaking TV drama.














II.
 
derivatives





mold-breaker

 


‹Brit.›

 mould-breaking






noun





















molder1


 
/ˈmōldər /

 


‹Brit.›

 moulder





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
moldering

 )


1.
 
slowly decay or disintegrate, especially because of neglect




•
 
there was a mushroomy smell of disuse and moldering books




•
 


‹figurative›

 I couldn't permit someone of your abilities to 
molder away

 in a backwater.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from mold
 3
 , but compare with Norwegian dialect 
muldra

 ‘crumble.’





molder2


 
/ˈmōldər /

 


‹Brit.›

 moulder






noun




a person or thing that molds something




•
 
a molder of public opinion.



















molding

 
/ˈmōldiNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 moulding






noun



1.
 
an ornamentally shaped outline as an architectural feature, especially in a cornice.




2.
 
material such as wood, plastic, or stone shaped for use as a decorative or architectural feature.














Moldova

 
/mälˈdōvə/







1.
 
a landlocked country in southeastern Europe, between Romania and Ukraine; pop. 4,320,700 (est. 2009); capital, Chişinău; languages, Moldavian (official) and Russian;.

Also called Moldavia
 .





A constituent republic of the former Soviet Union, Moldova was formed from territory ceded by Romania in 1940. It became independent as a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991.









Moldovan

 
/mälˈdōv(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Moldova or its inhabitants




•
 
the Moldovan opera tradition.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Moldova




•
 
Moldovans want to show pride in their country.



















moldy

 
/ˈmōldē /

 


‹Brit.›

 mouldy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with a fungal growth that causes decay, due to age or damp conditions




•
 
moldy bread.










2.
 
tediously old-fashioned




•
 
moldy conventions.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 dull or depressing




•
 
evenings filled with moldy old shows.














II.
 
derivatives





moldiness

 
/ˈmōldēnis /






noun





















mole1


 
/mōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small burrowing insectivorous mammal with dark velvety fur, a long muzzle, and very small eyes.

[Family 
Talpidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
eastern mole

 (
Scalopus aquaticus

 ) of North America.]




2.
 
a spy who achieves over a long period an important position within the security defenses of a country.




3.
 
someone within an organization who anonymously betrays confidential information.











– origin

 late Middle English: from the Germanic base of Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
mol

 .





mole2


 
/mōl/





I.
 
noun




a small, often slightly raised blemish on the skin made dark by a high concentration of melanin.











– origin

 Old English 
māl

 ‘discolored spot,’ of Germanic origin.





mole3


 
/mōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large solid structure on a shore serving as a pier, breakwater, or causeway.




2.
 
a harbor formed or protected by a mole.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
môle

 , from Latin 
moles

 ‘mass.’






mole4


 
/mōl /

 
mol





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the SI unit of amount of substance, equal to the quantity containing as many elementary units as there are atoms in 0.012 kg of carbon-12.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Mol

 , from 
Molekul

 , from Latin (see molecule
 ).





mole5


 
/mōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal mass of tissue in the uterus.

See also hydatidiform mole
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
môle

 , from Latin 
mola

 in the sense ‘false conception.’





mole6


 
/ˈmōlā/





I.
 
noun




a highly spiced Mexican sauce made chiefly from chili peppers and chocolate, served with meat.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from Nahuatl 
molli

 ‘sauce, stew.’





mole cricket

 
/mōl ˈkrikit/






noun




a large burrowing nocturnal cricket with broad forelegs, the female of which lays her eggs in an underground nest and guards the young.

[Family 
Gryllotalpidae

 , subfamily 
Gryllotalpinae

 : several genera.]













molecular

 
/məˈlekyələr/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or consisting of molecules




•
 
interactions between polymer and solvent at the molecular level




•
 
ozone is produced by dissociation of molecular oxygen.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
molecularity

 
/məˌlekyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
molecularly






adverb





















molecular biology






noun




the branch of biology that deals with the structure and function of the macromolecules (e.g., proteins and nucleic acids) essential to life.













molecular clock






noun






[Genetics]

 the average rate at which a species' genome accumulates mutations, used to measure their evolutionary divergence and in other calculations.














molecular electronics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
singular

 ]


1.
 
a branch of electronics in which individual molecules perform the same function as microelectronic devices such as diodes.








II.
 
derivatives





molecular electronic






adjective






•
 
molecular electronic materials and inorganic particles




























molecular formula






noun






[Chemistry]

 a formula giving the number of atoms of each of the elements present in one molecule of a specific compound.

Compare with empirical formula
 , structural formula
 .













molecular sieve






noun




a crystalline substance (especially a zeolite) with pores of molecular dimensions that permit the passage of molecules below a certain size.













molecular weight






noun






[Chemistry]

 the ratio of the average mass of one molecule of an element or compound to one twelfth of the mass of an atom of carbon-12.














molecule

 
/ˈmäləˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a group of atoms bonded together, representing the smallest fundamental unit of a chemical compound that can take part in a chemical reaction.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
molécule

 , from modern Latin 
molecula

 , diminutive of Latin 
moles

 ‘mass.’






molehill

 
/ˈmōlˌhil/





I.
 
noun




a small mound of earth thrown up by a mole burrowing near the surface.








II.
 
phrases





make a mountain out of a molehill






exaggerate the importance of something trivial.

















mole rat






noun




a herbivorous, short-legged, ratlike rodent that typically lives permanently underground, with long incisors that protrude from the mouth and are used in digging.

[Family 
Bathyergidae

 (African mole rats): several genera; also two subfamilies and three genera in the family 
Muridae

 (Eurasian blind mole rats and Asiatic mole rats).]













mole salamander






noun




a stocky, broad-headed North American salamander that spends much of its life underground.

[Family 
Ambystomatidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Ambystoma

 , and numerous species, including 
A. talpoideum

 .]













moleskin

 
/ˈmōlˌskin/






noun



1.
 
the skin of a mole used as fur.




2.
 
a thick, strong cotton fabric with a shaved pile surface


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a moleskin coat.










3.
 
(
moleskins

 )
 — clothes, especially trousers, made of moleskin fabric.




4.
 


(US)

 a soft fabric with adhesive backing used as a foot bandage.













molest

 
/məˈlest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assault or abuse (a person, especially a woman or child) sexually.




•
 
he was charged with molesting and taking obscene photographs of a ten-year-old boy.










2.
 


‹dated›

 pester or harass (someone), typically in an aggressive or persistent manner




•
 
the crowd was shouting abuse and molesting the two police officers.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cause trouble to, vex’): from Old French 
molester

 or Latin 
molestare

 ‘annoy,’ from 
molestus

 ‘troublesome.’





molestation

 
/ˌmōˌleˈstāSHən ˌmōləˈstāSHən/






noun



1.
 
sexual assault or abuse of a person, especially a woman or child




•
 
he was tried for molestation of two young girls




•
 
the boy said the alleged molestations occurred two days apart.










2.
 


‹dated›

 the action of pestering or harassing someone in an aggressive or persistent manner




•
 
the soldiers were allowed to depart without molestation.



















molester

 
/məˈlestər/






noun



1.
 
a person who sexually assaults or abuses someone, especially a woman or child




•
 
a serial child molester.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a person who pesters or harasses someone in an aggressive or persistent manner




•
 
enthusiastic molesters of private property.



















moletronics

 
/ˌmäliˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
singular

 ]


1.
 
short for molecular electronics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





moletronic






adjective





















Molière

 
/mōlēˈer/






(1622–73), French playwright; pseudonym of 
Jean-Baptiste Poquelin

 . He wrote more than 20 comic plays about contemporary France, developing stock characters from Italian 
commedia dell'arte

 . Notable works: 
Tartuffe

 (1664), 
Le Misanthrope

 (1666), and 
Le Bourgeois gentilhomme

 (1670).









Molina, Alfred

 
/məˈlēnə/






(1953–), British actor. Notable films include 
Enchanted April

 (1992), 
Chocolat

 (2000), and 
Frida

 (2002). He received a Tony nomination for his performance in Broadway's 
Fiddler on the Roof

 (2004).









moline

 
/məˈlēn, -ˈlīn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a cross) having each extremity broadened, split, and curved back.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Anglo-Norman French 
moliné

 , from 
molin

 ‘mill,’ because of a resemblance to the iron support of a millstone.





Moline

 
/mōˈlēn/






a city on the Rock and Mississippi rivers in northwestern Illinois, one of the Quad Cities; pop. 43,088 (est. 2008).










moll

 
/mäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
gun moll

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a gangster's female companion.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a prostitute.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Mary

 .





mollify

 
/ˈmäləˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appease the anger or anxiety of (someone)




•
 
nature reserves were set up around the power stations to mollify local conservationists.










2.
 


‹rare›

 reduce the severity of (something); soften.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mollification

 
/ˌmäləfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
mollifier

 
/ˈmäləˌfīr /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘make soft or supple’): from French 
mollifier

 or Latin 
mollificare

 , from 
mollis

 ‘soft.’





mollisol

 
/ˈmäləˌsäl, -ˌsôl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising temperate grassland soils with a dark, humus-rich surface layer containing high concentrations of calcium and magnesium.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
mollis

 ‘soft’ + 
solum

 ‘ground, soil.’





molluscum contagiosum

 
/mäˌləskəm kənˌtājēˈōsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic viral disorder of the skin characterized by groups of small, smooth, painless pinkish nodules with a central depression, that yield a milky fluid when squeezed.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
molluscum

 (as a noun denoting a kind of fungus), neuter of 
molluscus

 + 
contagiosum

 (neuter of 
contagiosus

 ‘contagious’).





mollusk

 
/ˈmäləsk /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 mollusc





I.
 
noun




an invertebrate of a large phylum that includes snails, slugs, mussels, and octopuses. They have a soft, unsegmented body and live in aquatic or damp habitats, and most kinds have an external calcareous shell.

[Phylum 
Mollusca

 : several classes, in particular 
Gastropoda

 , 
Bivalvia

 , and 
Cephalopoda

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





molluskan

 
/məˈləsˌkən /

 
molluscan






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
mollusca

 , neuter plural of Latin 
molluscus

 , from 
mollis

 ‘soft.’





Mollweide projection

 
/ˈmôlˌvidə, -wīdə/





I.
 
noun




a projection of a map of the world onto an ellipse, with lines of latitude represented by straight lines (spaced more closely toward the poles) and meridians represented by equally spaced elliptical curves. This projection distorts shape but preserves relative area.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Karl B. 
Mollweide

 (died 1825), German mathematician and astronomer.






molly

 
/ˈmälē /

 
mollie





I.
 
noun




a small, livebearing freshwater fish that is popular in aquariums and has been bred in many colors, especially black.

[Genus 
Poecilia

 , family 
Poeciliidae

 : several species, in particular 
P. sphenops

 . See also sailfin molly
 .]











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Mollienisia

 (former genus name), from the name of Count 
Mollien

 (1758–1850), French statesman.





Molly

 
/ˈmälē /

 
molly





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the drug MDMA, especially in powdered or crystalline form




•
 
the men were high on Molly.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: probably after the given name 
Molly

 , perhaps influenced by the initial letter of MDMA
 .





mollycoddle

 
/ˈmälēˌkädl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (someone) very indulgently or protectively.








II.
 
noun




an effeminate or ineffectual man or boy; a milksop.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
molly

 ‘girl or prostitute’ (see moll
 ) + coddle
 .





moloch

 
/ˈmälək ˈmōˌläk/






noun




a harmless spiny lizard of grotesque appearance that feeds chiefly on ants and is found in arid inland Australia.

[
Moloch horridus

 , family 
Agamidae

 .]













Moloch

 
/ˈmälək ˈmōˌläk/





I.
 
a Canaanite idol to whom children were sacrificed.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Moloch

 )
 — a tyrannical object of sacrifices.







– origin

 via late Latin from Greek 
Molokh

 , from Hebrew 
mōleḵ

 .





Molokai

 
/ˌmäləˈkī, ˌmō-/






an island in Hawaii, east of Oahu Island, site of numerous resorts.










Molotov

 
/ˈmäləˌtôf, -ˌtôv, ˈmōlə-/






former name (1940–57) for Perm
 .









Molotov, Vyacheslav

 
/ˈmäləˌtôf, -ˌtäf, ˈmō-/






(1890–1986), Soviet statesman; born 
Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Skryabin

 ; full name 
Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov

 . As commissar (later minister) for foreign affairs 1939–49 and 1953–56, he negotiated the nonaggression pact with Nazi Germany in 1939 and after 1945 represented the former Soviet Union at the United Nations.









Molotov cocktail






noun




a crude incendiary device typically consisting of a bottle filled with flammable liquid and with a means of ignition. The production of similar grenades was organized by Vyacheslav Molotov during World War II.













molt

 
/mōlt /

 


‹Brit.›

 moult





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) shed old feathers, hair, or skin, or an old shell, to make way for a new growth




•
 
the adult birds were already molting into their winter shades of gray




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the snake molts its skin.










2.
 
(of hair or feathers) fall out to make way for new growth




•
 
the last of his juvenile plumage had molted.














II.
 
noun




a loss of plumage, skin, or hair, especially as a regular feature of an animal's life cycle.











– origin

 Middle English 
moute

 , from an Old English verb based on Latin 
mutare

 ‘to change.’ For the intrusive 
-l-

 , compare with words such as 
fault

 .





molten

 
/ˈmōlt(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of materials with a high melting point, such as metal and glass) liquefied by heat.











– origin

 Middle English: archaic past participle of melt
 .





molto

 
/ˈmōlˌtō, ˈmôl-/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (in directions) very




•
 
molto maestoso




•
 
allegro molto.

















– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
multus

 ‘much.’






Molucca Islands

 
/məˌləkə ˈīləndz/






an island group in Indonesia, between Sulawesi and New Guinea; capital, Amboina. Settled by the Portuguese in the early 16th century, the islands were captured a century later by the Dutch. They were formerly known as the Spice Islands.

Indonesian name Maluku
 .









Moluccan

 
/məˈlək(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Molucca Islands, an island group in Indonesia




•
 
a new genus of rat was discovered in the Moluccan province.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Molucca Islands, an island group in Indonesia




•
 
many Moluccans served as soldiers in the Dutch colonial army.



















mol. wt.






abbreviation




molecular weight.













moly1


 
/ˈmōlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a southern European plant related to the onions, with small yellow flowers.

[
Allium moly

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]




2.
 
a mythical herb with white flowers and black roots, endowed with magic properties.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
mōlu

 .





moly2







noun




short for molybdenum
 . See also chrome-moly
 .













molybdate

 
/məˈlibˌdāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both molybdenum and oxygen, especially one of the anion MoO4
 2−
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
molybdic (acid)

 , a parent acid of molybdates, + -ate
 1
 .





molybdenite

 
/məˈlibdəˌnīt/






noun




a blue-gray mineral, typically occurring as hexagonal crystals. It consists of molybdenum disulfide and is the most common ore of molybdenum.














molybdenum

 
/məˈlibdənəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Mo

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 42, a brittle silver-gray metal of the transition series, used in some alloy steels.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, earlier 
molybdena

 (originally denoting a salt of lead), from Greek 
molubdaina

 ‘plummet,’ from 
molubdos

 ‘lead.’






mom

 
/mäm/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 one's mother.




•
 
my mom gave us each a slice of pizza.




•
 
I'm waiting for Richard and Mom to get home.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of momma
 .





mom-and-pop

 
//






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting a small store or business of a type often run by a married couple




•
 
most of the town relies on a local mom-and-pop ISP for their email.



















Mombasa

 
/mämˈbäsə/






a seaport and industrial city in southeastern Kenya, on the Indian Ocean; pop. 862,100 (est. 2006). It is the country's leading port and second largest city.










moment

 
/ˈmōmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very brief period of time




•
 
she was silent 
for a moment

 before replying




•
 
a few moments later he returned to the office.










2.
 
an exact point in time




•
 
she would always remember the moment they met.










3.
 
an appropriate time for doing something; an opportunity




•
 
I was waiting for 
the right moment

 .










4.
 
a particular stage in something's development or in a course of events




•
 
one of the great moments in aviation history.










5.
 


‹formal›

 importance




•
 
the issues were 
of little moment

 to the electorate.










6.
 


[Physics]

 a turning effect produced by a force acting at a distance on an object.




7.
 
the magnitude of a turning effect produced by a force acting at a distance, expressed as the product of the force and the distance from its line of action to a given point.




8.
 


[Statistics]

 a quantity that expresses the average or expected value of the first, second, third, or fourth power of the deviation of each component of a frequency distribution from some given value, typically mean or zero. The 
first moment

 is the mean, the 
second moment

 the variance, the 
third moment

 the skew, and the 
fourth moment

 the kurtosis.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
any moment (or at any moment)






very soon.









2.
 
at the (or this) moment






at the present time; now.









3.
 
for the moment






for now.









4.
 
have a moment








‹informal›

 be currently popular or in fashion




•
 
the hitherto unfashionable Tyrol is currently having a moment.




•
 
Brady believes foreign language films definitely had a moment about 7 years ago.















5.
 
have one's (or its) moments






have short periods that are better or more impressive than others




•
 
thanks to his gently comic performance, the film has its moments.















6.
 
in a moment





a.
 
very soon




•
 
I'll be back in a moment.










b.
 
instantly




•
 
the fugitive was captured in a moment.















7.
 
live for the moment






live or act without worrying about the future.









8.
 
the moment ——






as soon as ——




•
 
the heavens opened the moment we left the house.















9.
 
moment of truth






a time when a person or thing is tested, a decision has to be made, or a crisis has to be faced.

[with allusion to the final sword-thrust in a bullfight.]









10.
 
not a moment too soon






almost too late.









11.
 
not for a (or one) moment






not at all; never.









12.
 
of the moment






currently popular, famous, or important




•
 
the buzzword of the moment.















13.
 
one moment (or just a moment)






a request for someone to wait for a short period of time, especially to allow the speaker to do or say something.









14.
 
share a moment








‹informal›

 experience a joint sensation of heightened emotion




•
 
Alan and Barbara shared a moment yesterday after the memorial service.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
momentum

 (see momentum
 ).





momenta

 
/mōˈmentə/






plural form of momentum
 .









momentarily

 
/ˌmōmənˈterəlē/






adverb



1.
 
for a very short time




•
 
as he passed Jenny's door, he paused momentarily.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 at any moment; very soon




•
 
my husband will be here to pick me up momentarily.



















momentary

 
/ˈmōmənˌterē/





I.
 
adjective




lasting for a very short time; brief




•
 
a momentary lapse of concentration.














II.
 
derivatives





momentariness

 
/ˈmōmənˌterēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
momentarius

 , from 
momentum

 (see moment
 ).





momently

 
/ˈmōmən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 from moment to moment; continually.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 at any moment.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 for a moment; briefly.














moment of inertia






noun






[Physics]

 a quantity expressing a body's tendency to resist angular acceleration. It is the sum of the products of the mass of each particle in the body with the square of its distance from the axis of rotation.













momentous

 
/mōˈmen(t)əs məˈmen(t)əs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a decision, event, or change) of great importance or significance, especially in its bearing on the future




•
 
a period of momentous changes in East-West relations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
momentously






adverb













2.
 
momentousness

 
/mōˈmen(t)əsnəs məˈmen(t)əsnəs /






noun






















momentum

 
/mōˈmen(t)əm məˈmen(t)əm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the quantity of motion of a moving body, measured as a product of its mass and velocity.




2.
 
the impetus gained by a moving object




•
 
the vehicle 
gained momentum

 as the road dipped.










3.
 
the impetus and driving force gained by the development of a process or course of events




•
 
the investigation 
gathered momentum

 in the spring.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
movimentum

 , from 
movere

 ‘to move.’





momism

 
/ˈmämˌizəm/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 excessive attachment to or domination by one's mother.













mom jeans

 


‹Brit.›

 mum jeans






plural noun






‹informal›

 women's jeans of a style regarded as unfashionable or unflattering




•
 
just because you're 40+, it doesn't mean you have to start walking around in mom jeans.




















momma

 
/ˈmämə/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 variant spelling of mama
 .














mommy

 
/ˈmämē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 one's mother (chiefly as a child's term).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from momma
 + -y
 2
 .





mommy track





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a career path for women who opt to sacrifice promotions and pay raises in order to devote more time to raising their children.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mommy tracker






noun













2.
 
mommy tracking






noun





















momo

 
/ˈmōmō/





I.
 
noun




(in Tibetan cooking) a steamed dumpling filled with meat or vegetables.











– origin

 Tibetan.





mompreneur

 
/mämprəˈnər /

 


‹Brit.›

 mumpreneur






noun






‹informal›

 a woman who sets up and runs her own business in addition to caring for her young child or children




•
 
it's no coincidence that the rise of the mompreneurs comes as more highly educated women are choosing to stay at home with young children.



















Mon

 
/mōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people now inhabiting parts of southeastern Burma (Myanmar) and western Thailand but having their ancient capital at Pegu in southern Burma.




2.
 
the language of the Mon, related to Khmer (Cambodian).








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mon or their language.

See also Mon-Khmer
 .











– origin

 the name in Mon.





Mon.






abbreviation




Monday.













mon-






combining form




variant spelling of mono-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
monamine

 ).













Monaco

 
/ˈmänəkō/





I.
 
a principality that forms an enclave within French territory, on the Mediterranean coast near the Italian frontier; pop. 33,000 (est. 2009); language, French (official).





The smallest sovereign state in the world apart from the Vatican, Monaco was ruled by the Genoese from medieval times and by the Grimaldi family from 1297. It became a constitutional monarchy in 1911. Monaco includes the resort of Monte Carlo.






monad

 
/ˈmōˌnad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a single unit; the number one.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Philosophy]

 (in the philosophy of Leibniz) an indivisible and hence ultimately simple entity, such as an atom or a person.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Biology]

 
‹dated›

 a single-celled organism, especially a flagellate protozoan, or a single cell.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monadic

 
/mōˈnadik, mə- /






adjective













2.
 
monadism

 
/ˈmōnədˌizəm /






noun




(
 — 

[Philosophy]





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
monas

 , 
monad-

 ‘unit,’ from 
monos

 ‘alone.’





monadelphous

 
/ˌmänəˈdelfəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of stamens) united by their filaments so as to form one group.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
monos

 ‘one’ + 
adelphos

 ‘brother’ + -ous
 .





monadnock

 
/məˈnadˌnäk/





I.
 
noun




an isolated hill or ridge or erosion-resistant rock rising above a peneplain.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Mount 
Monadnock

 in New Hampshire.





Monadnock, Mount

 
/məˈnadˌnäk/






an isolated peak in southwestern New Hampshire whose name stands for any mountain of its type.









Monaghan

 
/ˈmänəˌhan, -hən/





I.
 
a county of the Republic of Ireland, part of the old province of Ulster.




II.
 
the county town of Monaghan; pop. 6,221 (2006).










Mona Lisa

 
/ˌmōnə ˈlisə ˌmōnə ˈlīzə/






a painting (now in the Louvre in Paris) executed 1503–06 by Leonardo da Vinci. The sitter was the wife of 
Francesco del Giocondo

 ; her enigmatic smile has become one of the most famous images in Western art.

Also called La Gioconda
 .









mona monkey

 
/ˈmōnə ˌməNGkē/





I.
 
noun




a West African guenon that has a bluish-gray face with a pink muzzle. The female has a distinctive moaning call.

[
Cercopithecus mona

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
mona

 from Spanish and Portuguese 
mona

 , 
mono

 , Italian 
monna

 .





monandry

 
/məˈnandrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the custom of having only one husband at a time.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the state of having a single stamen.








II.
 
derivatives





monandrous

 
/məˈnandrəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘single,’ on the pattern of words such as 
polyandry

 .





monarch

 
/ˈmänərk ˈmänˌärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sovereign head of state, especially a king, queen, or emperor.




2.
 
see monarch butterfly
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monarchal

 
/məˈnärkəl /






adjective













2.
 
monarchial

 
/məˈnärkēəl /






adjective













3.
 
monarchic

 
/məˈnärkik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
monarcha

 , from Greek 
monarkhēs

 , from 
monos

 ‘alone’ + 
arkhein

 ‘to rule.’






monarch butterfly

 
monarch






noun




a large migratory orange and black butterfly that occurs mainly in North America. The caterpillar feeds on milkweed, using the toxins in the plant to render both itself and the adult unpalatable to predators.

[
Danaus plexippus

 , subfamily 
Danainae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]













Monarchian

 
/məˈnärkēən, mä-/





I.
 
noun




a Christian heretic of the 2nd or 3rd century who denied the doctrine of the Trinity.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Monarchians or their beliefs.











– origin

 from late Latin 
monarchiani

 (plural), from 
monarchia

 (see monarchy
 ).





monarchical

 
/məˈnärkəkəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a monarch or monarchy




•
 
a monarchical regime




•
 
the struggle against monarchical tyranny.














II.
 
derivatives





monarchically






adverb





















monarchism

 
/ˈmänərkizəm/





I.
 
noun




support for the principle of having monarchs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
monarchisme

 .





monarchist

 
/ˈmänərkəst/





I.
 
noun




a supporter of the principle of having monarchs




•
 
an ardent monarchist.














II.
 
adjective




supporting the principle of having monarchs




•
 
with each successive tour, monarchist sentiment has flourished.




















monarchy

 
/ˈmänərkē ˈmänˌärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of government with a monarch at the head.




2.
 
a state that has a monarch.




3.
 
(
the monarchy

 )
 — the monarch and royal family of a country




•
 
the monarchy is the focus of loyalty and service.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
monarchie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
monarkhia

 ‘the rule of one.’






monastery

 
/ˈmänəˌsterē/





I.
 
noun




a building or buildings occupied by a community of monks living under religious vows.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
monastērion

 , from 
monazein

 ‘live alone,’ from 
monos

 ‘alone.’





monastic

 
/məˈnastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to monks, nuns, or others living under religious vows, or the buildings in which they live




•
 
a monastic order.










2.
 
resembling or suggestive of monks or their way of life, especially in being austere, solitary, or celibate




•
 
a monastic student bedroom.














II.
 
noun




a monk or other follower of a monastic rule.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monastically

 
/məˈnastək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
monasticism

 
/məˈnastəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘anchoritic’): from late Latin 
monasticus

 , from Greek 
monastikos

 , from 
monazein

 ‘live alone.’





monatomic

 
/ˌmänəˈtämik /

 
monoatomic






adjective






[Chemistry]

 consisting of one atom.













monaural

 
/ˌmänˈôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or involving one ear.




2.
 
another term for monophonic
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives





monaurally






adverb





















monazite

 
/ˈmänəˌzīt/





I.
 
noun




a brown crystalline mineral consisting of a phosphate of cerium, lanthanum, other rare earth elements, and thorium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Monazit

 , from Greek 
monazein

 ‘live alone’ (because of its rare occurrence).





Mönchengladbach

 
/ˌmo͝onkənˈɡlädˌbäk, ˌmœnKHənˈɡlätˌbäKH/






a city in northwestern Germany; pop. 261,000 (est. 2006). It is the site of NATO headquarters for northern Europe.









Monck, George

 
/məNGk/






1st Duke of Albemarle (1608–70), English general. Concerned at the growing unrest following Cromwell's death (1658), he negotiated the return of Charles II in 1660.









Mondale, Walter

 
/ˈmänˌdāl/






(1928–), US vice president 1977–81; full name 
Walter Frederick Mondale

 ; known as 
"Fritz."

 A Minnesota Democrat, he served in the US Senate 1964–76. He ran for the US vice presidency in 1980 and the US presidency in 1984, losing both times to the Republican Reagan-Bush ticket. He was US ambassador to Japan 1993–96.










Monday

 
/ˈməndā ˈməndē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Tuesday and following Sunday




•
 
I saw him 
on Monday






•
 
the Monday before last




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Monday morning.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Monday




•
 
I'll call you Monday.










2.
 
(
Mondays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Mondays; each Monday




•
 
the restaurant is closed Mondays.

















– origin

 Old English 
Mōnandæg

 ‘day of the moon,’ translation of late Latin 
lunae dies

 ; compare with Dutch 
maandag

 and German 
Montag

 . / Our names for days of the week are based on translations of Latin terms: days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, a category which at that time was considered to include the moon and the sun (after which Sunday
 was named).





Monday morning quarterback





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who passes judgment on and criticizes something after the event.








II.
 
derivatives





Monday morning quarterbacking






noun





















mondegreen

 
/ˈmändəɡrēn/





I.
 
noun




a misunderstood or misinterpreted word or phrase resulting from a mishearing of the lyrics of a song.











– origin

 1950s: from 
Lady Mondegreen

 , a misinterpretation of the phrase 
laid him on the green

 , from the traditional ballad “The Bonny Earl of Murray.”





mondo

 
/ˈmändō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 used in reference to something very striking or remarkable of its kind (often in conjunction with a pseudo-Italian noun or adjective)


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I think it's going to be mondo weirdo this year, Andy.

















– origin

 from Italian 
Mondo Cane

 , literally ‘dog's world,’ the title of a film (1961) depicting bizarre behavior.





Mondrian, Piet

 
/ˈmôndrēˌän/






(1872–1944), Dutch painter; born 
Pieter Cornelis Mondriaan

 . He was a cofounder of the De Stijl movement and the originator of neo-plasticism, one of the earliest and strictest forms of geometric abstract painting.









Monégasque

 
/ˌmänəˈɡäsk/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Monaco.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Monaco or its inhabitants.











– origin

 French.





Monel

 
/mōˈnel /

 
Monel metal





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a nickel-copper alloy with high tensile strength and resistance to corrosion.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Ambrose 
Monell

 (died 1921), US businessman.





Monet, Claude

 
/mōˈnā/






(1840–1926), French painter. A founding member of the impressionists (his painting 
Impression: Sunrise

 [1872] gave the movement its name), his fascination with the play of light on objects led him to produce series of single subjects painted at different times of day and under different weather conditions, such as the 
Haystacks

 series (1890–91) and 
Rouen Cathedral

 (1892–95). Among his most famous paintings are the 
Waterlilies

 series, which he began in 1899 and which occupied him for the rest of his life.









monetarism

 
/ˈmänidəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the theory or practice of controlling the supply of money as the chief method of stabilizing the economy.








II.
 
derivatives





monetarist

 
/ˈmänəˌterəst /






noun, adjective





















monetary

 
/ˈmänəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to money or currency




•
 
documents with little or no monetary value.














II.
 
derivatives





monetarily

 
/-ˌte(ə)rəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
monétaire

 or late Latin 
monetarius

 , from Latin 
moneta

 ‘money.’





monetary aggregate






noun






[Economics]

 a measure of the amount of money in circulation within a country or economic sector




•
 
central banks usually define and monitor several monetary aggregates.



















monetary unit






noun




a standard unit of value of a country's coinage.













monetize

 
/ˈmänəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert into or express in the form of currency.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
monetized

 )
 — adapt (a society) to the use of money




•
 
a fully monetized society.










3.
 
earn revenue from (an asset, business, etc.)




•
 
the company has not said how it expects to monetize the game




•
 
some of this content can be monetized.














II.
 
derivatives





monetization

 
/ˌmänədəˈzāSH(ə)n, ˌmänəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
monétiser

 , from Latin 
moneta

 ‘money.’






money

 
/ˈmənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a current medium of exchange in the form of coins and banknotes; coins and banknotes collectively




•
 
I counted the money before putting it in my wallet




•
 
he borrowed money to modernize the store.










2.
 
(
moneys

 or 
monies

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 sums of money




•
 
a statement of all moneys paid into and out of the account.










3.
 
the assets, property, and resources owned by someone or something; wealth




•
 
the college is very short of money.










4.
 
financial gain




•
 
the main aim of a commercial organization is to 
make money

 .










5.
 
payment for work; wages




•
 
she accepted the job at the public school since the money was better.










6.
 
a wealthy person or group




•
 
her aunt had married money.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in the money








‹informal›

 have or win a lot of money.









2.
 
be money in the bank






be a guaranteed success, especially in the sports or entertainment industry




•
 
Roy was money in the bank come playoff time




•
 
The film that should prove to be money in the bank.















3.
 
for my money






in my opinion or judgment




•
 
for my money, they're one of the best bands around.















4.
 
(the love of) money is the root of all evil








‹proverb›

 greed gives rise to selfish or wicked actions.









5.
 
money talks








‹proverb›

 wealth gives power and influence to those who possess it.









6.
 
one's money's worth






good value for one's money.









7.
 
on the money








(N. Amer.)

 accurate; correct




•
 
every criticism she made was 
right on the money

 .















8.
 
put money (or put one's money) on





a.
 
place a bet on.




b.
 
used to express one's confidence in the truth or success of something




•
 
she won't have him back—I'd put money on it.















9.
 
put one's money where one's mouth is








‹informal›

 take action to support one's statements or opinions.









10.
 
see the color of someone's money






receive some proof that someone has enough money to pay for something.









11.
 
throw one's money around






spend one's money extravagantly or carelessly.









12.
 
throw money at something






try to solve a problem by recklessly spending money on it, without due consideration of what is required.












III.
 
derivatives





moneyless

 
/ˈmənēləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
moneie

 , from Latin 
moneta

 ‘mint, money,’ originally a title of the goddess Juno, in whose temple in Rome money was minted.





money-back

 
/ˈmənēbak/






adjective




denoting an agreement or guarantee that provides for the customer's money to be refunded if not satisfied.













moneybags

 
/ˈmənēˌbaɡz/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a wealthy person.













moneychanger

 
/ˈmənēˌCHānjər/





I.
 
noun




a person whose business is the exchanging of one currency for another.








II.
 
derivatives





moneychanging

 
money-changing
 , money changing






noun





















moneyed

 
/ˈmənēd/






adjective



1.
 
having much money; affluent




•
 
the industrial revolution created a new moneyed class.










2.
 
characterized by affluence




•
 
a moneyed lifestyle.



















moneyer

 
/ˈmənēər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who mints money.













money grab






noun






‹informal›

 an undignified or unprincipled acquisition of a large sum of money with little effort.













money-grubbing

 
/ˈmənē ˌɡrəbiNG /

 
money-grabbing





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 overeager to make money; grasping




•
 
money-grubbing speculators.














II.
 
derivatives





money-grubber

 
/ˈmənē ˌɡrəbər /






noun





















money laundering






noun




the concealment of the origins of illegally obtained money, typically by means of transfers involving foreign banks or legitimate businesses




•
 
he was convicted of money laundering and tax evasion.



















moneylender

 
/ˈmənēˌlendər/





I.
 
noun




a person whose business is lending money to others who pay interest.








II.
 
derivatives





moneylending

 
/-ˌlendiNG /

 
money-lending






noun, adjective





















moneymaker

 
/ˈmənēˌmākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that earns a lot of money




•
 
the movie became one of the year's top moneymakers.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks or genitals.








II.
 
phrases





shake one's moneymaker








(US)

 
‹informal›

 dance energetically




•
 
she took to the main stage and shook her moneymaker.























money-making

 
/ˈmənēˌmākiNG/

 
moneymaking





I.
 
adjective




producing a profit, especially with little effort; profitable




•
 
he hit on an unusual money-making scheme.














II.
 
noun




the action of earning a lot of money




•
 
this cynical exercise in moneymaking.



















money man

 
/ˈmənē ˌman/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who deals with large amounts of money, especially on behalf of a large organization; a financier




•
 
a coast-to-coast crusade by White House hopefuls and their money men.



















money market

 
/ˈmənē ˌmärkət/






noun




the trade in short-term loans between banks and other financial institutions.













money of account






noun




a denomination of money used in reckoning, but not issued as actual coins or paper money.













money order

 
/ˈmənē ˌôrdər/






noun




a printed order for payment of a specified sum, issued by a bank or post office.













money-oriented

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 money-orientated






adjective




focused on money and material possessions; materialistic




•
 
the rise of a self-centered, money-oriented society.



















money pit






noun






‹informal›

 an ongoing drain on financial resources, such as a house in frequent need of costly repairs or improvement




•
 
your bargain fixer-upper need not become your money pit.




















money plant






noun




another term for honesty
 .













money shot






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 (in a pornographic film) a scene in a pornographic movie in which an actor ejaculates.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a crucial or climactic moment, especially of a movie




•
 
and now for the money shot: the Titanic shearing in half in the middle of a freezing ocean.




•
 
the preview even shows the money shot of the spiders rampaging through the town.



















money-spinner

 
/ˈmənē ˌspinər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a thing that brings in a profit.








II.
 
derivatives





money-spinning

 
/-ˌspiniNG /






adjective





















money supply

 
/ˈmənē səˈplī/






noun




the total amount of money in circulation or in existence in a country.













money tree






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a source of easily obtained or unlimited money




•
 
I knew how to 
shake the money tree

 .










2.
 


(US)

 a real or artificial tree to which people attach paper money, especially as a gift or donation.













money wages






plural noun




income expressed in terms of its monetary value, with no account taken of its purchasing power.














moneywort

 
/ˈmənēˌwərt ˈmənēˌwôrt/






noun




a trailing evergreen plant with round glossy leaves and yellow flowers, growing in damp places and by water. Native to Europe, it is also common throughout the northeastern and north central US.

Also called creeping Charlie
 , creeping Jenny
 . [
Lysimachia nummularia

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]














-monger





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a dealer or trader in a specified commodity




•
 
fishmonger




•
 
cheesemonger.










2.
 
a person who promotes a specified activity, situation, or feeling, especially one that is undesirable or discreditable




•
 
rumormonger




•
 
warmonger.

















– origin

 Old English 
mangere

 , from 
mangian

 ‘to traffic,’ of Germanic origin, based on Latin 
mango

 ‘dealer.’





mongo

 
/ˈmäNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Mongolia, equal to one hundredth of a tugrik.











– origin

 from Mongolian 
möngö

 ‘silver.’





Mongol

 
/ˈmäNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Mongolia; a Mongolian.




2.
 
the language of the Mongols; Mongolian.




3.
 
(
mongol

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 a person affected with Down syndrome.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the people of Mongolia or their language.




2.
 
(
mongol

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 affected with Down syndrome.









In the 13th century 
AD

 , the Mongol empire under Genghis Khan extended across central Asia from Manchuria in the east to European Russia in the west. Under Kublai Khan, China was conquered and the Mongol capital moved to Khanbaliq (modern Beijing). The Mongol empire collapsed after a series of defeats culminating in the destruction of the Golden Horde by the Muscovites in 1380. / 
– origin

 Mongolian, perhaps from 
mong

 ‘brave.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Mongoloid
 .






Mongolia

 
/mäNGˈɡōlēə/





I.
 
a large and sparsely populated country in eastern Asia that includes the Gobi Desert, bordered by Siberia in Russia on the north and by China on the south; pop. 3,041,100 (est. 2009); capital, Ulaanbaatar (Ulan Bator); language, Mongolian (official).





The center of the medieval Mongol empire, Mongolia subsequently became a Chinese province and achieved de facto independence in 1911. In 1924, it became a communist state patterned on the Soviet model; a new democratic constitution was introduced in 1992. It was formerly known as Outer Mongolia to distinguish it from Inner Mongolia, which is an autonomous region of China.





Mongolian

 
/mäNGˈɡōlēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Mongolia.




2.
 
the Altaic language of Mongolia, written in an unusual vertical cursive script; related forms are spoken in northern China.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Mongolia, its people, or their language.













mongolism

 
/ˈmäNGɡəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹offensive›

 another term for Down syndrome
 .











usage:

 See usage at Mongoloid
 .





Mongoloid

 
/ˈmäNGɡəˌloid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 of or relating to the broad division of humankind including the indigenous peoples of eastern Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Arctic region of North America.




2.
 
(
mongoloid

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 having Down syndrome.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person belonging to the division of humankind including the indigenous peoples of eastern Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Arctic region of North America.




2.
 


‹offensive›

 a person with Down syndrome.











usage:

 
1

 The terms 
Mongoloid

 , 
Negroid

 , 
Caucasoid

 , and 
Australoid

 were introduced by 19th-century anthropologists attempting to classify human racial types, but today they are recognized as having very limited validity as scientific categories. Although occasionally used when making broad generalizations about the world's populations, in most modern contexts they are potentially offensive, especially when used of individuals. Instead, the names of specific peoples or nationalities should be used wherever possible. 
2

 The term 
mongol

 , or 
Mongoloid

 , was adopted in the late 19th century to refer to a person with 
Down syndrome

 , owing to the similarity of some of the physical symptoms of the disorder with the normal facial characteristics of eastern Asian people. The syndrome itself was thus called 
mongolism

 . In modern English, this use of 
mongol

 (and related forms) is unacceptable and is considered offensive. In scientific, as well as in most general contexts, 
mongolism

 has been replaced by the term 
Down syndrome

 (first recorded in the early 1960s).





mongoose

 
/ˈmäNGˌɡo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a small carnivorous mammal with a long body and tail and a grizzled or banded coat, native to Africa and Asia.

[Family 
Herpestidae

 (or 
Viverridae

 ): several genera, in particular 
Herpestes

 and 
Mungos

 , and many species, including the 
banded mongoose

 (
M. mungo

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Marathi 
maṅgūs

 .





mongrel

 
/ˈmäNGɡrəl ˈməNGɡrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of no definable type or breed


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a lovable mongrel puppy.










2.
 
any other animal resulting from the crossing of different breeds or types.




3.
 


‹offensive›

 a person of mixed descent.








II.
 
derivatives





mongrelism

 
/ˈmäNGɡrəˌlizəm ˈməNGɡrəˌlizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: of Germanic origin, apparently from a base meaning ‘mix,’ and related to mingle
 and among
 .





mongrelize

 
/ˈmäNGɡrəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become mixed in race, composition, or character


(as 
adj.

 
mongrelized

 )


•
 
a patois of mongrelized French.














II.
 
derivatives





mongrelization

 
/ˌmäNGɡrələˈzāSHən, ˌməNG- /






noun





















’mongst

 
/məNGst/






preposition






‹literary›

 short for amongst
 (see among
 ).













monic

 
/ˈmänik/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 (of a polynomial) having the coefficient of the term of highest degree equal to one.













Monica, St.

 
/ˈmänikə/






(332–
c.

 387), mother of St. Augustine of Hippo; often regarded as the model of Christian mothers for her patience with her son's spiritual crises. Feast day, August 27 (formerly May 4).









monies

 
/ˈmənēz/






plural form of money
 , as used in financial contexts.









moniker

 
/ˈmänəkər /

 
monicker





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a name.








II.
 
derivatives





monikered






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





monilia

 
/məˈnilēə/





I.
 
noun




former term for candida
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
monile

 ‘necklace’ (with reference to the chains of spores).





moniliform

 
/məˈniləˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 resembling a string of beads.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
moniliforme

 or modern Latin 
moniliformis

 , from Latin 
monile

 ‘necklace’ + -iform.






monism

 
/ˈmäˌnizəm ˈmōˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Theology]

 a theory or doctrine that denies the existence of a distinction or duality in some sphere, such as that between matter and mind, or God and the world.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Theology]

 the doctrine that only one supreme being exists.

Compare with pluralism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monist

 
/ˈmänəst ˈmōnəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
monistic

 
/mänˈistik, mōˈnistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
monismus

 , from Greek 
monos

 ‘single.’





monition

 
/məˈniSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 a warning of impending danger.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a formal notice from a bishop or ecclesiastical court admonishing a person not to do something specified.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
monitio(n-)

 , from 
monere

 ‘warn.’





monitor

 
/ˈmänədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument or device used for observing, checking, or keeping a continuous record of a process or quantity




•
 
a heart monitor.










2.
 
a person operating a monitor.




3.
 
a person who observes a process or activity to check that it is carried out fairly or correctly, especially in an official capacity




•
 
the independent judicial monitor.










4.
 
a person who listens to and reports on foreign radio broadcasts and signals.




5.
 


(US)

 a raised section of roof running down the center of a railroad car, building, etc., providing light or ventilation; a clerestory.




6.
 
a student with disciplinary or other special duties during school hours




•
 
show the hall monitor your pass.










7.
 
a television receiver used in a studio to select or verify the picture being broadcast from a particular camera.




8.
 
a screen that displays an image generated by a computer.




9.
 
a loudspeaker, especially one used by performers on stage to hear themselves or in the studio to hear what has been recorded.




10.
 
(also 
monitor lizard

 )
 — a large tropical Old World lizard with a long neck, narrow head, forked tongue, strong claws, and a short body. Monitors were formerly believed to give warning of crocodiles.

[Family 
Varanidae

 and genus 
Varanus

 : many species. See also Komodo dragon
 .]




11.
 


‹historical›

 a shallow-draft armored warship mounting one or two heavy guns for bombardment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
observe and check the progress or quality of (something) over a period of time; keep under systematic review




•
 
equipment was installed to monitor air quality.










2.
 
maintain regular surveillance over




•
 
it was easy for the enemy to monitor his movements.










3.
 
listen to and report on (a foreign radio broadcast or a telephone conversation).




4.
 
check or regulate the technical quality of (a radio transmission or television signal).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monitorial

 
/ˌmänəˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
monitorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin, from 
monit-

 ‘warned,’ from the verb 
monere

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the 1930s.





monitory

 
/ˈmänəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 giving or serving as a warning




•
 
the monitory wail of an air-raid siren.














II.
 
noun




(in church use) a letter of admonition from the pope or a bishop.













monk

 
/məNGk/





I.
 
noun




a member of a religious community of men typically living under vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monkish

 
/ˈməNGkiSH /






adjective













2.
 
monkishly






adverb













3.
 
monkishness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
munuc

 , based on Greek 
monakhos

 ‘solitary,’ from 
monos

 ‘alone.’





Monk, Thelonious

 
/məNGk/






(1917–82), US jazz pianist and composer; a founder of the bebop style in the early 1940s; full name 
Thelonious Sphere Monk

 . Notable compositions: 
“Round Midnight,”

 
“Straight, No Chaser,”

 and 
“Well, You Needn't.”











monkery

 
/ˈməNGkərē/






noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 monasticism.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a monastery.













monkey

 
/ˈməNGkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small to medium-sized primate that typically has a long tail, most kinds of which live in trees in tropical countries.

[Families 
Cebidae

 and 
Callitrichidae

 (or 
Callithricidae

 ) (
New World monkeys

 , with prehensile tails), and 
Cercopithecidae

 (
Old World monkeys

 , without prehensile tails).]




2.
 
(in general use) any primate.




3.
 
a mischievous person, especially a child




•
 
where have you been, you little monkey!










4.
 
a person who is dominated or controlled by another (with reference to the monkey traditionally kept by an organ grinder).




5.
 
a pile-driving machine consisting of a heavy hammer or ram working vertically in a groove.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
monkey around/about

 )


1.
 
behave in a silly or playful way.




2.
 
(
monkey with

 )
 — tamper with




•
 
don't monkey with that lock!










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 ape; mimic.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a monkey of (or out of) someone






humiliate someone by making them appear ridiculous.









2.
 
a monkey on one's back





a.
 


‹informal›

 a burdensome problem.




b.
 
a dependence on drugs.












IV.
 
derivatives





monkeyish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin, perhaps from Low German.





monkey bars






plural noun




a piece of playground equipment consisting of a horizontally mounted overhead ladder, from which children may swing.













monkey bread






noun




the baobab tree or its fruit.













monkey business

 
/ˈməNGkē ˌbiznis/






noun






‹informal›

 mischievous or deceitful behavior.













monkey flower






noun




a plant of boggy ground, having yellow or red tubular, often spotted flowers.

[Genus 
Mimulus

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
M. guttatus

 .]













monkey jacket

 
/ˈməNGkē ˈjakət/






noun




a short, close-fitting jacket worn by sailors or waiters or by officers in their mess.













monkeypox

 
/ˈməNGkēˌpäks/






noun




a viral disease of African origin, related to smallpox and transmitted to humans through fluid exchange by rodents and primates.













monkey puzzle

 
/ˈməNGkē ˈpəzəl /

 
monkey puzzle tree





I.
 
noun




an evergreen coniferous tree with branches covered in spirals of tough, spiny, leaflike scales, native to Chile.

[
Araucaria araucana

 , family 
Araucariaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: said to be so named in response to a remark that an attempt to climb the tree would puzzle a monkey.





monkeyshines

 
/ˈməNGkēˌSHīnz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 mischievous behavior.













monkey suit

 
/ˈməNGkē ˌso͞ot/






noun






‹informal›

 a man's evening dress or formal suit.














monkey wrench

 
/ˈməNGkē ˌrenCH/





I.
 
noun




an adjustable wrench with large jaws that has its adjusting screw contained in the handle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 sabotage (something), especially as a form of protest


(as 
noun

 
monkeywrenching

 )


•
 
the five defendants who received jail sentences for monkeywrenching.














III.
 
phrases





a monkey wrench in the works (or schedule, plan, etc.)






a person or thing that prevents the successful implementation of a plan




•
 
even he couldn't throw a monkey wrench into the works




•
 
a cancellation can throw a real monkey wrench into the schedule.


















IV.
 
derivatives





monkeywrencher






noun






















monkfish

 
/ˈməNGkˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a bottom-dwelling anglerfish of European waters.

[
Lophius piscatorius

 , family 
Lophiidae

 .]




2.
 
monkfish as food.




3.
 
another term for goosefish
 , esp. when referring to monkfish as food.














Mon-Khmer

 
/ˌmōn kəˈme(ə)r, kme(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a family of languages spoken throughout Southeast Asia, of which the most important are Mon and Khmer. They are distantly related to Munda, with which they form the Austro-Asiatic phylum.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mon-Khmer group of languages.













monk seal

 
/ˈməNGk sē(ə)l/






noun




a seal with a dark back and pale underside, occurring in warm waters of the northern hemisphere.

[Genus 
Monachus

 , family 
Phocidae

 : two or three species, including 
M. tropicalis

 of the Caribbean and the endangered 
M. monachus

 of the Mediterranean and adjacent seas.]













monkshood

 
/ˈməNGksho͝od/






noun




an aconite with blue or purple flowers. The upper sepal of the flower covers the topmost petals, giving a hoodlike appearance.

[Genus 
Aconitum

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, including the North American 
A. uncinatum

 and the European 
A. napellus

 .]













Monmouth, Duke of

 
/ˈmänməTH/






(1649–85), English claimant to the throne of England; born 
James Crofts

 , later 
James Scott

 . The illegitimate son of Charles II, he became the focus for Whig supporters of a Protestant succession. In 1685, he led a rebellion against the Catholic James II, but was defeated at the Battle of Sedgemoor and executed.










mono

 
/ˈmänō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
monophonic.




2.
 
monochrome.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a monophonic recording.




2.
 
monophonic reproduction.




3.
 
a monochrome picture.




4.
 
monochrome reproduction.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for infectious mononucleosis
 .




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for monofilament
 .














mono-

 
/ˈmänō /

 
mon-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
one; alone; single




•
 
monorail.










2.
 
with an extreme, singular character to the point of dominance or exclusion




•
 
monolithic




•
 
monomania




•
 
monopoly.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 (forming names of compounds) containing one atom or group of a specified kind




•
 
monoamine.

















– origin

 from Greek 
monos

 ‘alone.’





monoamine

 
/ˌmänōəˈmēn, ˌmänōˈamēn /

 
monamine






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound having a single amine group in its molecule, especially one that is a neurotransmitter (e.g., serotonin, norepinephrine).













monoamine oxidase

 
MAO






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme (present in most tissues) that catalyzes the oxidation and inactivation of monoamine neurotransmitters.













monoamine oxidase inhibitor






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of antidepressant drugs that inhibit the activity of monoamine oxidase (so allowing accumulation of serotonin and norepinephrine in the brain).














monobrow

 
/ˈmänəˌbrou/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 another term for unibrow
 .








II.
 
derivatives





monobrowed






adjective





















monocarpic

 
/ˌmänōˈkärpik /

 
monocarpous





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) flowering only once and then dying.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘single’ + Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit’ + -ic
 .





monocausal

 
/ˌmänōˈkôzəl/






adjective




in terms of a sole cause




•
 
the pitfalls of monocausal explanations.



















Monoceros

 
/məˈnäsərəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous constellation (the Unicorn), lying on the celestial equator in the Milky Way between Canis Major and Canis Minor.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Monocerotis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Monocerotis.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek.





monochasium

 
/ˌmänōˈkaZH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a cyme in which each flowering branch gives rise to one lateral branch, so that the inflorescence is helicoid or asymmetrical.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
khasis

 ‘separation.’





monochord

 
/ˈmänəˌkôrd/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for comparing musical pitches mathematically, using a taut wire whose vibrating length can be adjusted with a movable bridge.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
monacorde

 , via late Latin from Greek 
monokhordon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
monokhordos

 ‘having a single string.’





monochromatic

 
/ˌmänōkrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or using only one color




•
 
monochromatic light.










2.
 


[Physics]

 (of light or other radiation) of a single wavelength or frequency.








II.
 
derivatives





monochromatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















monochromatism

 
/ˌmänəˈkrōmətizəm/






noun




complete color-blindness in which all colors appear as shades of one color.














monochrome

 
/ˈmänəˌkrōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a photograph or picture developed or executed in black and white or in varying tones of only one color.




2.
 
representation or reproduction in black and white or in varying tones of only one color.








II.
 
adjective




(of a photograph or picture, or a television screen) consisting of or displaying images in black and white or in varying tones of only one color.








III.
 
derivatives





monochromic

 
/ˌmänəˈkrōmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: based on Greek 
monokhrōmatos

 ‘of a single color.’





monocle

 
/ˈmänək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a single eyeglass, kept in position by the muscles around the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





monocled

 
/-kəld /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French (earlier in the sense ‘one-eyed’), from late Latin 
monoculus

 ‘one-eyed.’





monocline

 
/ˈmänəˌklīn/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a bend in rock strata that are otherwise uniformly dipping or horizontal.








II.
 
derivatives





monoclinal

 
/ˌmänəˈklīnl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘single’ + Greek 
klinein

 ‘to lean.’





monoclinic

 
/ˌmänəˈklinik/






adjective




of or denoting a crystal system or three-dimensional geometric arrangement having three unequal axes of which one is at right angles to the other two.













monoclonal

 
/ˌmänəˈklōnl/






adjective






[Biology]

 forming a clone that is derived asexually from a single individual or cell.













monoclonal antibody






noun




an antibody produced by a single clone of cells or cell line and consisting of identical antibody molecules.













monocoque

 
/ˈmänəˌkōk ˈmänəˌkäk/





I.
 
noun




an aircraft or vehicle structure in which the chassis is integral with the body.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
mono-

 ‘single’ + 
coque

 ‘shell.’





monocot

 
/ˈmänəˌkät/






noun






[Botany]

 short for monocotyledon
 .














monocotyledon

 
/ˌmänəˌkädlˈēdn/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flowering plant with an embryo that bears a single cotyledon (seed leaf). Monocotyledons constitute the smaller of the two great divisions of flowering plants, and typically have elongated stalkless leaves with parallel veins (e.g., grasses, lilies, palms).

Compare with dicotyledon
 . [Class 
Monocotyledoneae

 (or 
-donae

 , 
-dones

 ; sometimes 
Liliopsida

 ), subdivision 
Angiospermae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





monocotyledonous

 
/ˌmänəˌkädəˈlēd(ə)nəs /






adjective





















monocracy

 
/məˈnäkrəsē, mä-/





I.
 
noun




a system of government by only one person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monocrat

 
/ˈmänəˌkrat /






noun













2.
 
monocratic

 
/ˌmänəˈkratik /






adjective





















monocrop

 
/ˈmänəˌkräp/






noun




a cultivated crop that does not rotate with other crops in a particular field or area


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
bananas grown in a monocrop system for commercial production.



















monocular

 
/məˈnäkyələr/





I.
 
adjective




with, for, or in one eye




•
 
he had only monocular vision.














II.
 
noun




an optical instrument for viewing distant objects with one eye, like one half of a pair of binoculars.








III.
 
derivatives





monocularly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
monoculus

 ‘having one eye’ + -ar
 1
 .





monoculture

 
/ˈmänəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the cultivation of a single crop in a given area.








II.
 
derivatives





monocultural

 
/ˌmänəˈkəlCHərəl /






adjective





















monocycle

 
/ˈmänəˌsīkəl/






noun




another term for unicycle
 .













monocyclic

 
/ˌmänōˈsīklik, -ˈsik-/






adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 having one ring of atoms in its molecule.




2.
 
of or relating to a single cycle of activity.













monocyte

 
/ˈmänəˌsīt/






noun






[Physiology]

 a large phagocytic white blood cell with a simple oval nucleus and clear, grayish cytoplasm.













Monod, Jacques Lucien

 
/môˈnō/






(1910–76), French biochemist. Together with fellow French biochemist 
François Jacob

 (1920–), he formulated a theory to explain how genes are activated, and, in 1961, he proposed the existence of messenger RNA. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1965), shared with Jacob and 
André Lwoff

 (1902–94).









monodrama

 
/ˈmänəˌdrämə, -ˌdramə/






noun




a dramatic piece for one performer.













monody

 
/ˈmänədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ode sung by a single actor in a Greek tragedy.




2.
 
a poem lamenting a person's death.




3.
 
music with only one melodic line, especially an early Baroque style with one singer and continuo accompaniment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monodic

 
/məˈnädik /






adjective













2.
 
monodist

 
/ˈmänədəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
monōdia

 , from 
monōdos

 ‘singing alone.’






monoecious

 
/məˈnēSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a plant or invertebrate animal) having both the male and female reproductive organs in the same individual; hermaphrodite.

Compare with dioecious
 .








II.
 
derivatives





monoecy

 
/ˈmänˌēsē, ˈmō- /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Monoecia

 (denoting a class of such plants in Linnaeus's system), from Greek 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
oikos

 ‘house.’






monofilament

 
/ˌmänəˈfiləmənt /

 
monofil






noun



1.
 
a single strand of man-made fiber.




2.
 
a type of fishing line using a single strand of man-made fiber.













monogamous

 
/məˈnäɡəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving marriage to one person at a time




•
 
under Canadian law all marriages must be monogamous.










2.
 
having a sexual relationship with only one partner at a time




•
 
she admits that she has never been strictly monogamous




•
 
with me it was a monogamous relationship.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 having only one mate at a time




•
 
penguins form monogamous couples for breeding purposes.














II.
 
derivatives





monogamously






adverb





















monogamy

 
/məˈnäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice or state of being married to one person at a time.




2.
 
the practice or state of having a sexual relationship with only one partner.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the habit of having only one mate at a time.








II.
 
derivatives





monogamist

 
/məˈnäɡəˌməst /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
monogamie

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
monogamia

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’






monogenean

 
/ˌmänəˈjēnēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a group of flukes that are chiefly external or gill parasites of fish and only require a single host.

Compare with digenean
 .








II.
 
noun




a monogenean fluke.

[Class 
Monogenea

 , phylum 
Platyhelminthes

 ; sometimes treated as a subclass of the class 
Trematoda

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from modern Latin 
Monogenea

 (from Greek 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
genea

 ‘generation’) + -an
 .






monogenesis

 
/ˌmänōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the theory that humans are all descended from a single pair of ancestors.

Also called monogeny
 .




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the hypothetical origination of language or of a surname from a single source at a particular place and time.








II.
 
derivatives





monogenetic

 
/ˌmänəjəˈnedik /






adjective





















monogenic

 
/ˌmänōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 involving or controlled by a single gene.








II.
 
derivatives





monogenically

 
/-ik(e)lē /






adverb






















monogeny

 
/məˈnäjənē/





I.
 
noun




another term for monogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monogenism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
monogenist

 
/-jənist /






noun





















monoglot

 
/ˈmänəˌɡlät/





I.
 
adjective




using or speaking only one language




•
 
the moment when the monoglot heroine suddenly finds she can understand French.














II.
 
noun




a person who speaks only one language.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
monoglōttos

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
glōtta

 ‘tongue.’





monogram

 
/ˈmänəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a motif of two or more letters, typically a person's initials, usually interwoven or otherwise combined in a decorative design, used as a logo or to identify a personal possession.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate with a monogram


(as 
adj.

 
monogrammed

 )


•
 
monogrammed sheets.














III.
 
derivatives





monogrammatic

 
/ˌmänəɡrəˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
monogramme

 , from late Latin 
monogramma

 , from Greek.





monograph

 
/ˈmänəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a detailed written study of a single specialized subject or an aspect of it




•
 
a series of monographs on music in late medieval and Renaissance cities.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write a monograph on; treat in a monograph.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monographer

 
/məˈnäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
monographist

 
/məˈnäɡrəfist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier 
monography

 ): from modern Latin 
monographia

 , from 
monographus

 ‘writer on a single genus or species.’





monographic

 
/ˌmänəˈɡrafik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a monograph.




2.
 
(of an art gallery or exhibition) showing the works of a single artist.













monogyne

 
/ˈmänəˌjin/





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of a social insect) having only one egg-laying queen in each colony.











– origin

 from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
gunē

 ‘woman, wife.’





monogynous

 
/məˈnäjənəs/






adjective






[Botany]

 having only one pistil.













monogyny

 
/məˈnäjənē/





I.
 
noun




the custom of having only one wife at a time.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
gunē

 ‘woman, wife.’





monohull

 
/ˈmänōˌhəl/






noun




a boat with only one hull, as opposed to a catamaran or multihull.













monohybrid

 
/ˌmänəˈhībrid/






noun






[Genetics]

 a hybrid that is heterozygous with respect to a specified gene.













monohydrate

 
/ˌmänōˈhīdrāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a hydrate containing one mole of water per mole of the compound.













monohydric

 
/ˌmänōˈhīdrik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an alcohol) containing one hydroxyl group.













monokini

 
/ˈmänəˌkēnē/





I.
 
noun




a woman's one-piece beach garment equivalent to the lower half of a bikini.











– origin

 1960s: from mono-
 ‘one’ + a shortened form of bikini
 (the first syllable misinterpreted as 
bi-

 ‘two’).





Mono Lake

 
/ˌmōnō ˈlāk/






a salt lake in east central California, near the Nevada border, noted for its rock exposed formations that occurred when local waters were diverted to the Los Angeles area.









monolatry

 
/məˈnälətrē/





I.
 
noun




the worship of one god without denial of the existence of other gods.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monolater

 
/-tər /






noun













2.
 
monolatrist

 
/-trist /






noun













3.
 
monolatrous

 
/-trəs /






adjective





















monolayer

 
/ˈmänəˌlāər/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a layer one molecule thick.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 a cell culture in a layer one cell thick.













monoline

 
/ˈmänəˌlīn/






noun




a company specializing in a single type of financial service, such as consumer credit, home mortgages, or a sole class of insurance.













monolingual

 
/ˌmänəˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or society) speaking only one language




•
 
monolingual families.










2.
 
(of a text, conversation, etc.) written or conducted in only one language




•
 
monolingual and bilingual editions.














II.
 
noun




a person who speaks only one language.








III.
 
derivatives





monolingualism

 
/ˌmänəˈliNGɡwəˌliz(ə)m /






noun





















monolith

 
/ˈmänəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large single upright block of stone, especially one shaped into or serving as a pillar or monument.




2.
 
a very large and characterless building




•
 
the 72-story monolith overlooking the waterfront.










3.
 
a large block of concrete sunk in water, e.g., in the building of a dock.




4.
 
a large and impersonal political, corporate, or social structure regarded as intractably indivisible and uniform




•
 
the dominance of broadcasting monoliths limits local programming.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
monolithe

 , from Greek 
monolithos

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





monolithic

 
/ˌmänəˈliTHik/






adjective



1.
 
formed of a single large block of stone.




2.
 
(of a building) very large and characterless.




3.
 
(of an organization or system) large, powerful, and intractably indivisible and uniform




•
 
rejecting any move toward a monolithic European superstate.










4.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a solid-state circuit) composed of active and passive components formed in a single chip.













monologue

 
/ˈmänəlˌôɡ ˈmänəlˌäɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long speech by one actor in a play or movie, or as part of a theatrical or broadcast program.




2.
 
a long and typically tedious speech by one person during a conversation




•
 
Fred carried on with his monologue as if I hadn't spoken.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monologic

 
/ˌmänlˈäjik /






adjective













2.
 
monological

 
/ˌmänlˈäjikəl /






adjective













3.
 
monologist

 
/məˈnäləjist /

 
-loguist






noun













4.
 
monologize

 
/məˈnäləˌjīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Greek 
monologos

 ‘speaking alone.’





monomania

 
/ˌmänəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




exaggerated or obsessive enthusiasm for or preoccupation with one thing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monomaniac

 
/ˌmänōˈmānēˌak /






noun, adjective













2.
 
monomaniacal

 
/ˌmänōməˈnīək(ə)l /






adjective





















monomer

 
/ˈmänəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a molecule that can be bonded to other identical molecules to form a polymer.








II.
 
derivatives





monomeric

 
/ˌmänəˈmerik /






adjective





















monometallic

 
/ˌmänōməˈtalik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of one metal only.




2.
 
of, involving, or using a standard of currency based on one metal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monometallism

 
/ˌmänōˈmedlˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
monometallist

 
/-metlist /






noun, adjective





















monomial

 
/məˈnōmēəl /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective




(of an algebraic expression) consisting of one term.








II.
 
noun




an algebraic expression consisting of one term.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from mono-
 ‘one,’ on the pattern of 
binomial

 .





monomolecular

 
/ˌmänōməˈlekyələr/






adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a layer) one molecule thick.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 consisting of or involving one molecule.













monomorphic

 
/ˌmänəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 having or existing in only one form, in particular




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 (of a species or population) showing little or no variation in morphology or phenotype.




3.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 (of an animal species) having sexes that are similar in size and appearance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monomorphism

 
/ˌmänəˈmôrˌfizəm /






noun













2.
 
monomorphous

 
/-fəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘single’ + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form.’





Monongahela River

 
/məˌnäNGɡəˌhēlə ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 128 miles (206 km) from West Virginia into western Pennsylvania to Pittsburgh where it joins the Allegheny River to form the Ohio River.









mononuclear

 
/ˌmänōˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of a cell) having one nucleus.













mononucleosis

 
/ˌmänōˌn(y)o͞oklēˈōsəs/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormally high proportion of monocytes in the blood.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 short for infectious mononucleosis
 . Also called mono
 .













monophagous

 
/məˈnäfəɡəs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) eating only one kind of food.













monophonic

 
/ˌmänəˈfänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Music]

 consisting of a single musical line, without accompaniment




•
 
the style of monophonic singing known as Gregorian chant.










2.
 
(of sound reproduction) using only one channel of transmission.

Compare with stereophonic
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monophonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
monophony

 
/məˈnäfənē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
phonē

 ‘sound’ + -ic
 .






monophthong

 
/ˈmänə(f)ˌTHôNG məˈnäpˌTHôNG/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a vowel that has a single perceived auditory quality.

Contrasted with diphthong
 , triphthong
 .








II.
 
derivatives





monophthongal

 
/ˌmänə(f)ˈTHôNG(ɡ)əl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
monophthongos

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
phthongos

 ‘sound.’





monophyletic

 
/ˌmänōfīˈledik/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of a group of organisms) descended from a common evolutionary ancestor or ancestral group, especially one not shared with any other group.













Monophysite

 
/məˈnäfəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 a person who holds that in the person of Jesus Christ there is only one nature (wholly divine or only subordinately human), not two.








II.
 
derivatives





Monophysitism

 
/məˈnäfəˌsītˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
monophusitēs

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
phusis

 ‘nature.’





monoplane

 
/ˈmänəˌplān/






noun




an airplane with one pair of wings.

Often contrasted with biplane
 , triplane
 .













monoplegia

 
/ˌmänōˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




paralysis restricted to one limb or region of the body.

Compare with paraplegia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





monoplegic

 
/-ˈplējik /






adjective





















monoploid

 
/ˈmänəˌploid/






adjective




less common term for haploid
 .













monopod

 
/ˈmänəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun




a one-legged support for a camera or fishing rod.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
monopodion

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





monopodium

 
/ˌmänəˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a single continuous growth axis that extends at its apex and produces successive lateral shoots.

Compare with sympodium
 .








II.
 
derivatives





monopodial

 
/-dēəl /






adjective





















monopole

 
/ˈmänəˌpōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a single electric charge or magnetic pole, especially a hypothetical isolated magnetic pole.




2.
 
a radio antenna or pylon consisting of a single pole or rod.








II.
 
derivatives





monopolar






adjective





















monopolist

 
/məˈnäpələst/






noun




a person or business that has a monopoly.













monopolistic

 
/məˌnäpəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a person or business that has exclusive possession or control of the supply of or trade in a commodity or service




•
 
the investigation into monopolistic practices among supermarkets.














II.
 
derivatives





monopolistically






adverb





















monopolize

 
/məˈnäpəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an organization or group) obtain exclusive possession or control of (a trade, commodity, or service).




2.
 
have or take the greatest share of




•
 
the bigger teams monopolize the most profitable sponsorships and TV deals.










3.
 
get or keep exclusively to oneself




•
 
Sophie monopolized the guest of honor for most of the evening.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monopolization

 
/məˌnäpələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
monopolizer

 
/məˈnäpəˌlīzər /






noun





















monopoly

 
/məˈnäpəlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exclusive possession or control of the supply or trade in a commodity or service




•
 
his likely motive was to protect his regional 
monopoly on

 furs.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — the exclusive possession, control, or exercise of something




•
 
men don't have a 
monopoly on

 unrequited love.










3.
 
a company or group having exclusive control over a commodity or service




•
 
areas where cable companies operate as monopolies.










4.
 
a commodity or service in the exclusive control of a company of group




•
 
electricity, gas, and water were considered to be natural monopolies.










5.
 
(
Monopoly

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a board game in which players engage in simulated property and financial dealings using imitation money. It was invented in the US and the name was coined by 
Charles Darrow

 
c.

 1935.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
monopōlion

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
pōlein

 ‘sell.’





monopoly capitalism






noun






[Economics]

 a capitalist system typified by trade monopolies in the hands of a few people.













Monopoly money

 
/məˈnäpəlē ˌmənē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 money regarded as having no real existence or value.











– origin

 from the imitation money used in the game of 
Monopoly

 (see monopoly
 (
sense

 2).





monopropellant

 
/ˌmänōprəˈpelənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance used as rocket fuel without an additional oxidizing agent.








II.
 
adjective




using a monopropellant.













monopsony

 
/məˈnäpsənē/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 a market situation in which there is only one buyer.











– origin

 1930s: from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
opsōnein

 ‘buy provisions’ + -y
 3
 .





monopulse

 
/ˈmänəˌpəls/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a system of radar in which the angular location of a target is determined by comparison of two or more simultaneously received signals.








II.
 
noun




a monopulse radar system or installation.











– origin

 late 1950s: from 
mono

 , ‘one’ + 
pulse

 .





monorail

 
/ˈmänəˌrāl/






noun




a railroad in which the track consists of a single rail, typically elevated, with the trains suspended from it or balancing on it.













monorchid

 
/mäˈnôrkəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or animal) having only one testicle.








II.
 
noun




a person or animal having only one testicle.








III.
 
derivatives





monorchidism

 
/mäˈnôrkiˌdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
monorchis

 , 
monorchid-

 , from Greek 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
orkhis

 ‘testicle.’





monosaccharide

 
/ˌmänəˈsakərīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the class of sugars (e.g., glucose) that cannot be hydrolyzed to give a simpler sugar.













monosemy

 
/ˈmänəˌsēmē/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the property of having only one meaning.








II.
 
derivatives





monosemous

 
/ˌmänəˈsēməs /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
sēma

 ‘sign’ + -y
 3
 .





monoski

 
/ˈmänəˌskē/





I.
 
noun




a single broad ski attached to both feet.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monoskier

 
/-ˌskēər /






noun













2.
 
monoskiing

 
/ˈmänəˌskēiNG /






noun






















monosodium glutamate

 
/ˌmänəˌsōdēəm ˈɡlo͞odəˌmāt /

 
MSG






noun




a compound that occurs naturally as a breakdown product of proteins and is used as a flavor enhancer in food (although itself tasteless). A traditional ingredient in Asian cooking, it was originally obtained from seaweed but is now mainly made from bean and cereal protein.

[Chem. formula: HOOC(CH2
 )2
 (NH2
 )COONa.]













monosome

 
/ˈmänəˌsōm/






noun






[Biology]

 an unpaired (usually X) chromosome in a diploid chromosome complement.













monosomy

 
/ˈmänəˌsōmē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the condition of having a diploid chromosome complement in which one (usually the X) chromosome lacks its homologous partner.








II.
 
derivatives





monosomic

 
/ˌmänəˈsōmik /






adjective





















monospecific

 
/ˌmänōspəˈsifik/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 relating to or consisting of only one species.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of an antibody) specific to one antigen.













monostrophic

 
/ˌmänəˈsträfik, -ˈstrōfik/






adjective






[Prosody]

 consisting of repetitions of the same strophic arrangement.













monosyllabic

 
/ˌmänəsəˈlabik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a word or utterance) consisting of one syllable.




2.
 
(of a person) using brief words to signify reluctance to engage in conversation




•
 
the nearer they came to Rome, the more quiet and monosyllabic Paul seemed to become.














II.
 
derivatives





monosyllabically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















monosyllable

 
/ˈmänəˌsiləb(ə)l/






noun



1.
 
a word consisting of only one syllable.




2.
 
(
monosyllables

 )
 — brief words, signifying reluctance to engage in conversation




•
 
if she spoke at all it was 
in monosyllables

 .



















monosynaptic

 
/ˌmänōsəˈnaptik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a reflex pathway) involving a single synapse.













monotheism

 
/ˈmänōˌTHēizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine or belief that there is only one God.








II.
 
derivatives





monotheist

 
/ˌmänəˈTHēist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from mono-
 ‘one’ + Greek 
theos

 ‘god’ + -ism
 .





monotheistic

 
/ˌmänəTHēˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by the belief that there is only one God




•
 
a monotheistic religion




•
 
Western monotheistic traditions.














II.
 
derivatives





monotheistically






adverb





















Monothelite

 
/məˈnäTHəˌlīt /

 
Monothelete





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 an adherent of the doctrine that Jesus had only one will, proposed in the 7th century to reconcile Monophysite and orthodox parties in the Byzantine Empire but condemned as heresy.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
monothelētēs

 , from 
monos

 ‘single’ + 
thelētēs

 ‘one that wills’ (from 
thelein

 ‘to will’).





monotint

 
/ˈmänəˌtint/






noun




archaic term for monochrome
 .













monotone

 
/ˈmänəˌtōn/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a continuing sound, especially of someone's voice, that is unchanging in pitch and without intonation




•
 
he sat and answered the questions 
in a monotone

 .














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a voice or other sound) unchanging in pitch; without intonation or expressiveness




•
 
his monotone reading of the two-hour report.










2.
 
without vividness or variety; dull




•
 
the monotone housing developments of the big cities.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
monotonus

 , from late Greek 
monotonos

 .





monotonic

 
/ˌmänəˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a function or quantity) varying in such a way that it either never decreases or never increases.




2.
 
speaking or uttered with an unchanging pitch or tone




•
 
her dour, monotonic husband.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monotonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
monotonicity

 
/ˌmänətnˈisətē /






noun





















monotonous

 
/məˈnätnəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dull, tedious, and repetitious; lacking in variety and interest




•
 
the statistics that he quotes with monotonous regularity.










2.
 
(of a sound or utterance) lacking in variation in tone or pitch




•
 
soon we heard a low, monotonous wailing of many voices.














II.
 
derivatives





monotonously

 
/məˈnätnəslē məˈnäd(ə)nəslē /






adverb





















monotony

 
/məˈnätnē/






noun



1.
 
lack of variety and interest; tedious repetition and routine




•
 
you can become resigned to the 
monotony of

 captivity.










2.
 
sameness of pitch or tone in a sound or utterance




•
 
depression flattens the voice almost to monotony.



















monotreme

 
/ˈmänəˌtrēm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a primitive mammal that lays large yolky eggs and has a common opening for the urogenital and digestive systems. Monotremes are now restricted to Australia and New Guinea, and comprise the platypus and the echidnas.

[Order 
Monotremata

 and subclass 
Prototheria

 : two families.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mono-
 ‘single’ + Greek 
trēma

 ‘hole.’





monotype

 
/ˈmänəˌtīp/






noun



1.
 
(
Monotype

 ) [usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Printing]

 
‹trademark›

 a typesetting machine, now little used, that casts type in metal, one character at a time.




2.
 
a single print taken from a design created in oil paint or printing ink on glass or metal.













monotypic

 
/ˌmänəˈtipik/






adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 having only one type or representative, especially (of a genus) containing only one species.













monounsaturated

 
/ˌmänōˌənˈsaCHəˌrādəd/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound, especially a fat) saturated except for one multiple bond.














monovalent

 
/ˌmänəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of one.













monoxide

 
/məˈnäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing one atom of oxygen in its molecule or empirical formula.













monozygotic

 
/ˌmänōˌzīˈɡädik /

 
monozygous





I.
 
adjective




(of twins) derived from a single ovum, and so identical.








II.
 
derivatives





monozygosity

 
/-ˈɡäsitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from mono-
 ‘single’ + zygote
 + -ic
 .





Monroe

 
/mənˈrō/






an industrial and commercial city in north central Louisiana, in a natural gas producing area; pop. 51,215 (est. 2008).









Monroe, James






(1758–1831), 5th president of the US 1817–25. In 1803, while minister to France under President Jefferson, he negotiated and ratified the Louisiana Purchase. During his presidency, the Adams-Onis Treaty 1819, which allowed the US to acquire Florida from Spain, was negotiated. A Democratic-Republican, he is chiefly remembered as the originator of the Monroe Doctrine.









Monroe, Marilyn






(1926–62), US actress; born 
Norma Jeane Mortenson

 ; later 
Norma Jean Baker

 . Her movie roles, largely in comedies, made her the definitive Hollywood sex symbol. Notable movies: 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

 (1953), 
Some Like it Hot

 (1959), and 
The Misfits

 (1961).









Monroe Doctrine

 
/mənˈrō ˌdäktrən/






noun




a principle of US policy, originated by President James Monroe in 1823, that any intervention by external powers in the politics of the Americas is a potentially hostile act against the US.













Monrovia

 
/mənˈrōvēə/





I.
 
the capital and chief port of Liberia; pop. 1,010,970 (2008). Founded in 1822 for resettled US slaves, it was later named for President James Monroe.




II.
 
an industrial city in southwestern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 37,651 (est. 2008).









mons

 
/mänz/






noun




short for mons pubis
 .














Monseigneur

 
/ˌmänˌsāˈnyər/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to a French-speaking prince, cardinal, archbishop, or bishop.











– origin

 French, from 
mon

 ‘my’ + 
seigneur

 ‘lord.’






Monsieur

 
/məˈsyœ(r), məˈsyər/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to a French-speaking man, corresponding to 
Mr.

 or 
sir






•
 
Monsieur Hulot




•
 
you are right, Monsieur.

















– origin

 French, from 
mon

 ‘my’ + 
sieur

 ‘lord.’





Monsignor

 
/mɒnˈsēnyər/





I.
 
noun




the title of various senior Roman Catholic positions, such as a prelate or an officer of the papal court.











– origin

 Italian, on the pattern of French 
Monseigneur

 .





monsoon

 
/mänˈso͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a seasonal prevailing wind in the region of South and Southeast Asia, blowing from the southwest between May and September and bringing rain (the 
wet monsoon

 ), or from the northeast between October and April (the 
dry monsoon

 ).




2.
 
the rainy season accompanying the wet monsoon.








II.
 
derivatives





monsoonal

 
/mänˈso͞onl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
monção

 , from Arabic 
mawsim

 ‘season,’ from 
wasama

 ‘to mark, brand.’






mons pubis

 
/ˈmänz ˈpyo͞obis/





I.
 
noun




the rounded mass of fatty tissue lying over the joint of the pubic bones, in women typically more prominent and also called the 
mons veneris

 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, ‘mount of the pubes.’






monster

 
/ˈmänstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imaginary creature that is typically large, ugly, and frightening.




2.
 
an inhumanly cruel or wicked person




•
 
he was an unfeeling, treacherous monster.










3.
 


‹often humorous›

 a person, typically a child, who is rude or badly behaved




•
 
Christopher is only a year old, but already he is a 
little monster

 .










4.
 
a thing or animal that is excessively or dauntingly large




•
 
this is a 
monster of

 a book, almost 2,000 pages




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a monster 120-mm gun.










5.
 
a congenitally malformed or mutant animal or plant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 criticize or reprimand severely




•
 
my mother used to monster me for coming home so late.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
monstre

 , from Latin 
monstrum

 ‘portent or monster,’ from 
monere

 ‘warn.’





monstera

 
/ˈmänstərə/





I.
 
noun




a large tropical American climbing plant of the arum family that typically has divided or perforated leaves and corky aerial roots. Several kinds are cultivated as indoor plants when young.

[Genus 
Monstera

 , family 
Araceae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, perhaps from Latin 
monstrum

 ‘monster’ (because of the unusual appearance of the leaves in some species).





monster truck






noun




an extremely large pickup truck, typically with greatly oversized tires. They are often raced across rough terrain or featured in exhibitions in which they drive over and demolish smaller automobiles.













monstrance

 
/ˈmänstrəns/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) an open or transparent receptacle in which the consecrated Host is exposed for veneration.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘demonstration or proof’): from medieval Latin 
monstrantia

 , from Latin 
monstrare

 ‘to show.’





monstrosity

 
/mänˈsträsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something, especially a building, that is very large and is considered unsightly




•
 
the shopping center, a multistory monstrosity of raw concrete.










2.
 
something that is outrageously or offensively wrong




•
 
how could anyone be capable of such monstrosities?










3.
 
a grossly malformed animal, plant, or person.




4.
 
the state or fact of being monstrous.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an abnormality of growth): from late Latin 
monstrositas

 , from Latin 
monstrosus

 (see monstrous
 ).






monstrous

 
/ˈmänstrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the ugly or frightening appearance of a monster




•
 
monstrous, bug-eyed fish.










2.
 
(of a person or an action) inhumanly or outrageously evil or wrong




•
 
he wasn't lovable, he was monstrous and violent




•
 
it is a monstrous waste of money.










3.
 
extremely and dauntingly large




•
 
the monstrous tidal wave swamped the surrounding countryside.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monstrously

 
/ˈmänztrəslē /






adverb













2.
 
monstrousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘strange or unnatural’): from Old French 
monstreux

 or Latin 
monstrosus

 , from 
monstrum

 (see monster
 ). Current senses date from the 16th cent.





mons veneris

 
/ˈmänz ˈvenərəs/





I.
 
noun




(in women) the mons pubis.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, ‘mount of Venus.’





Mont.






abbreviation




Montana.













montage

 
/mänˈtäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or technique of selecting, editing, and piecing together separate sections of film to form a continuous whole.




2.
 
a sequence of film resulting from this




•
 
a dazzling montage of the movie's central banquet scene.










3.
 
the technique of producing a new composite whole from fragments of pictures, text, or music




•
 
the play often verged on montage.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from 
monter

 ‘to mount.’





Montagnais

 
/ˌmän(t)ənˈyā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living in a vast area of Canada from north of the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the southern shores of Hudson Bay.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Montagnais, closely related to Cree.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Montagnais or their language.











– origin

 from French, literally ‘of the mountains.’





Montagnard

 
/ˌmän(t)ənˈyärd/





I.
 
noun




a member of any various hill-dwelling people of Southeast Asia, especially those inhabiting the highlands of Vietnam.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Montagnards or their language.











– origin

 French, from 
montagne

 ‘mountain.’





Montaigne, Michel de

 
/mänˈtān, mônˈtenyə/






(1533–92), French essayist; full name 
Michel Eyquem de Montaigne

 . Widely regarded as the originator of the modern essay, he wrote about prominent personalities and ideas of his age in his skeptical 
Essays

 (1580 and 1588).










Montana

 
/mänˈtanə/






a state in the western US, on the Canadian border, east of the Rocky Mountains; pop. 967,440 (est. 2008); capital, Helena; statehood, Nov. 8, 1889 (41). Acquired from France as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, it was explored by Lewis and Clark in 1805–06.









Montana, Joe

 
/mänˈtanə/






(1956–), US football player. He joined the San Francisco 49ers as quarterback in 1980 and played in four winning Super Bowls (1982, 1985, 1989, 1990). He retired in 1995 after two seasons with the Kansas City Chiefs. Football Hall of Fame (2000).









Montanan

 
/mänˈtanən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Montana or its inhabitants




•
 
a Montanan winter.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Montana




•
 
a successful entrepreneur and pioneer Montanan.



















montane

 
/mänˈtān, ˈmänˌtān/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or inhabiting mountainous country




•
 
montane grasslands.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
montanus

 , from 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain.’





Montanism

 
/ˈmän(t)əˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the tenets of a heretical millenarian and ascetic Christian sect that set great store by prophecy, founded in Phrygia by the priest Montanus in the middle of the 2nd century.








II.
 
derivatives





Montanist






noun





















Mont Blanc

 
/ˌmän ˈbläNGk/






a mountain in the Alps on the border between France and Italy that is 15,771 feet (4,807 m) high. It is the highest peak in the Alps and in western Europe.









montbretia

 
/ˌmäntˈbrēSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the iris family with bright orange-yellow trumpet-shaped flowers.

[
Crocosmia

 × 
crocosmiflora

 , family 
Iridaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after A. F. E. Coquebert de 
Montbret

 (1780–1801), French botanist.





Montcalm, Marquis de

 
/ˌmäntˈkäm/






(1712–59), French general; born 
Louis Joseph de Montcalm-Gozon

 . He defended Quebec against British troops, but was defeated and fatally wounded in the battle on the Plains of Abraham.










Mont Cervin

 
/ˌmän sərˈven/






French name for Matterhorn
 .









Montclair

 
/mäntˈkler/






a township in northeastern New Jersey, northwest of Newark; pop. 36,966 (est. 2008).









monte

 
/ˈmän(t)ē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for three-card monte
 .




2.
 
a Spanish game of chance, played with forty-five cards.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘mountain,’ also ‘heap of cards left after dealing’ (from an earlier game of chance played with forty-five cards).





Monte Albán

 
/ˌmôntā älˈbän/






an ancient city, now in ruins, in Oaxaca, southern Mexico. Occupied from the 8th century 
BC

 , it was a center of the Zapotec culture from about the 1st century 
BC

 to the 8th century 
AD

 .










Monte Carlo

 
/ˌmän(t)ē ˈkärlō/






a resort in Monaco that forms one of the four communes of the principality; pop. 14,600 (est. 2008). It is famous as a gambling resort and as the terminus of the annual Monte Carlo automobile rally.









Monte Carlo method





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a technique in which a large quantity of randomly generated numbers are studied using a probabilistic model to find an approximate solution to a numerical problem that would be difficult to solve by other methods.











– origin

 1940s: named after 
Monte Carlo

 (see Monte Carlo
 ), a resort famous for its gambling casino.





Monte Cassino

 
/ˌmän(t)ē kəˈsēnō/






a hill in central Italy near the town of Cassino, the site of the principal monastery of the Benedictines, founded by St. Benedict 
c.

 529. The monastery and the town were destroyed in 1944 during bitter fighting between Allied and German forces, but have since been restored.










Monte Cervino

 
/ˌmōn(t)ā CHərˈvēnō/






Italian name for Matterhorn
 .









Monte Cristo

 
/ˌmän(t)ē ˈkristō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fried or grilled sandwich with cheese and ham or turkey, typically dipped in egg before being cooked




•
 
the delicious Monte Cristo with prosciutto and gouda.

















– origin

 1920s: from the name of Alexandre Dumas' novel 
The Count of Monte Cristo

 .





Montego Bay

 
/mənˌtēɡō ˈbā/






a free port and tourist resort on the northern coast of Jamaica; pop. 80,400 (est. 2009).









Montenegrin

 
/ˌmän(t)əˈnāɡrən /

 
Montenegran





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Montenegro or its inhabitants




•
 
the jewel of the Montenegrin coast.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Montenegro




•
 
the engineer who built it is a Montenegrin.



















Montenegro

 
/ˌmän(t)əˈnēɡrō/






a mountainous, landlocked republic in the Balkans, formerly part of Yugoslavia; pop. 672,200 (est. 2009); capital, Podgorica. Joined with Serbia before the Turkish conquest of 1355, Montenegro became independent in 1851. In 1918, it became part of the federation of Yugoslavia. On the breakup of Yugoslavia in 1992, it formed a federation with Serbia, but voted in 2006 to become independent.









Monterey

 
/ˌmän(t)əˈrā, ˈmän(t)əˌrā/






a city and fishing port on the coast of California, founded by the Spanish in the 18th century; pop. 27,763 (est. 2008).










Monterey cypress






noun




a cypress tree with a large spreading crown of horizontal branches and leaves that smell of lemon when crushed, native to a small area of California and widely planted in temperate climates worldwide.

Also called macrocarpa
 . [
Cupressus macrocarpa

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]














Monterey Jack

 
Monterey cheese
 , Jack cheese





I.
 
noun




a kind of cheese resembling cheddar.











– origin

 from the name of 
Monterey

 County, California, where it was first made; the origin of 
Jack

 is unknown.





Monterrey

 
/ˌmän(t)əˈrā/






an industrial city in northeastern Mexico, capital of the state of Nuevo León; pop. 1,133,070 (2005).










Montespan, Marquise de

 
/ˈmäntəˌspan, môNtesˈpäN/






(1641–1707), French noblewoman; born 
Françoise-Athénaïs de Rochechouart

 . The mistress of Louis XIV from 1667 to 1679, she had seven children by him. She was replaced in the king's affections by Madame de Maintenon, the children's governess.









Montesquieu, Charles

 
/ˌmäntiˈskyo͞o, môNtesˈkyœ/






Baron de La Brède et de (1689–1755), French political philosopher; born 
Charles Louis de Secondat

 . He is best known for 
L'Esprit des lois

 (1748), a comparative study of political systems in which he championed the separation of judicial, legislative, and executive powers as being most conducive to individual liberty.









Montessori

 
/ˌmän(t)əˈsôrē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system of education for young children that seeks to develop natural interests and activities rather than use formal teaching methods




•
 
a Montessori school.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Maria 
Montessori

 (see Montessori, Maria
 ).






Montessori, Maria

 
/ˌmäntəˈsôrē/






(1870–1952), Italian educator. In her book, 
The Montessori Method

 (1912), she advocated a child-centered approach to education, developed from her success with mentally handicapped children.









Monteverdi, Claudio

 
/ˌmäntəˈverdē, ˌmônte-/






(1567–1643), Italian composer. He is noted for the use of harmonic dissonance in his madrigals. He wrote the opera 
Orfeo

 (1607) and 
Vespers

 (1610).









Montevideo

 
/ˌmän(t)əvəˈdāō/






the capital and chief port of Uruguay, on the Plate River; pop. 1,513,000 (est. 2007).









Montez, Lola

 
/ˈmäntez, mänˈtez/






(1818–61), Irish dancer; born 
Marie Dolores Eliza Rosanna Gilbert

 . She became the mistress of Ludwig I of Bavaria in 1846 and exercised great influence over him until she was banished the following year.









Montezuma II

 
/mäntəˌzo͞omə T͟Həˈsekənd/






(1466–1520), Aztec emperor 1502–20. The last ruler of the Aztec empire in Mexico, he was defeated and imprisoned by the Spanish under Cortés in 1519.









Montezuma's revenge

 
/ˌmän(t)əˈzo͞oməz rəˈvenj ˌmän(t)əˈzo͞oməz rēˈvenj/






noun






‹informal›

 diarrhea suffered by travelers, especially visitors to Mexico.














Montfort, Simon de1


 
/ˈmäntfərt, môNˈfôr/






(
c.

 1165–1218), French soldier; father of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester. From 1209, he led the Albigensian Crusade against the Cathars in southern France.










Montfort, Simon de2







Earl of Leicester (
c.

 1208–65), English soldier, born in Normandy. The son of Simon de Montfort, he led the baronial opposition to Henry III, defeating the king at Lewes in 1264 and summoning a Parliament in 1265.









Montgolfier

 
/mäntˈɡälfēər, môNɡôlˈfyā/






family name of brothers 
Joseph Michel

 (1740–1810) and 
Jacques Étienne

 (1745–99), French inventors and pioneers in hot-air ballooning.









Montgomery

 
/məntˈɡəm(ə)rē/






the state capital of Alabama; pop. 202,696 (est. 2008). It served as the capital of the Confederate States of America from February until July during 1861.









Montgomery, Bernard Law






1st Viscount Montgomery of Alamein (1887–1976), British field marshal; known as 
Monty

 . His victory at El Alamein in 1942 was the first significant Allied success in World War II. He commanded the Allied ground forces in the invasion of Normandy in 1944 and accepted the German surrender on May 7, 1945.









Montgomery, L. M.






(1874–1942), Canadian novelist; full name 
Lucy Maud Montgomery

 . She is noted for 
Anne of Green Gables

 (1908) and its sequels, set on Prince Edward Island.









Montgomery County






a county in central Maryland that contains many suburbs north of Washington, DC; pop. 950,680 (est. 2008).










month

 
/mənTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the twelve named periods into which a year is divided




•
 
the first six months of 1992




•
 
it was the end of the month.










2.
 
a period of time between the same dates in successive calendar months




•
 
the president's rule was extended for six more months from March 3.










3.
 
a period of 28 days or four weeks




•
 
the fourth month of pregnancy.














II.
 
phrases





a month of Sundays








‹informal›

 a very long, seemingly endless period of time




•
 
no one will find them in a month of Sundays.





















– origin

 Old English 
mōnath

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
maand

 and German 
Monat

 , also to moon
 .





month-long

 
/ˈmənTHˌlôNG /

 
monthlong






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of a month's duration




•
 
a month-long fishing trip.



















monthly

 
/ˈmənTHlē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done, produced, or occurring once a month




•
 
the council held monthly meetings.














II.
 
adverb




once a month; every month; from month to month




•
 
most of us get paid monthly.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a magazine that is published once a month.




2.
 
(
monthlies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a menstrual period.













Monticello

 
/ˌmän(t)iˈCHelō ˌmän(t)iˈselō/






a historic estate southeast of Charlottesville, in central Virginia, the home of Thomas Jefferson.









monticule

 
/ˈmän(t)əˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small hill.




2.
 
a small mound caused by a volcanic eruption.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
monticulus

 , diminutive of 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain.’





Montmartre

 
/ˌmänˈmärtrə/






a district in northern Paris, on a hill above the Seine River, much frequented by artists in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when it was a separate village.









montmorillonite

 
/ˌmäntməˈrilənīt/





I.
 
noun




an aluminum-rich clay mineral of the smectite group, containing some sodium and magnesium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Montmorillon

 , the name of a town in France, + -ite
 1
 .





Montparnasse

 
/ˌmänpärˈnäs/






a district of Paris, on the left bank of the Seine River. Frequented in the late 19th century by writers and artists, it is traditionally associated with Parisian cultural life.









Montpelier

 
/mäntˈpēlēər/






the capital of Vermont, in the north central part of the state, on the Winooski River; pop. 7,760 (est. 2008).









Montpellier

 
/ˌmänpəlˈyā/






a city in southern France, near the Mediterranean coast, capital of Languedoc-Roussillon; pop. 254,974 (2006). A medical school and university, world famous in medieval times, was founded here in 1221.









Montrachet

 
/ˌmäntrəˈSHā/






noun




a white wine produced in the Montrachet region of France.













Montreal

 
/ˌmäntrēˈôl/






a port on the St. Lawrence River in Quebec, southeastern Canada; pop. 1,162,693 (2006). Founded in 1642, it was under French rule until 1763; almost two thirds of its present-day population are French-speaking. French name 
Montréal

 .









Montserrat

 
/ˌmäntsəˈrät/





I.
 
an island in the Caribbean, one of the Leeward Islands; pop. 5,100 (est. 2009); capital, Plymouth. It was visited by Columbus in 1493 and named after a Benedictine monastery on the mountain of Montserrat in Catalonia, northeastern Spain. Colonized by Irish settlers in 1632 and now a British overseas territory, it has been severely affected by the ongoing eruption of the Soufrière Hills volcano since 1995.




II.
 
derivatives





Montserratian

 
/-ˈrätēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 visited by Columbus in 1493, the island was named after a Benedictine monastery on the mountain of 
Montserrat

 in Catalonia in northeastern Spain.





Mont St. Michel

 
/ˌmän sän mēˈSHel/






a rocky islet off the coast of Normandy, northwestern France. An island only at high tide, it is surrounded by sandbanks and linked to the mainland by a causeway. It is home to a medieval Benedictine abbey-fortress.









montuno

 
/mänˈto͞onō/





I.
 
noun




an improvised passage in a rumba.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: American Spanish, ‘native to mountains, wild.’





monty

 
/ˈmän(t)ē/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
the full monty

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 the full amount expected, desired, or possible




•
 
they'll do the full monty for a few thousand each.

















– origin

 of unknown origin; the phrase is only recorded recently. Among various (unsubstantiated) theories, one cites the phrase 
the full Montague Burton

 , apparently meaning ‘Sunday-best three-piece suit’ (from the name of a tailor of made-to-measure clothing in the early 20th cent.); another recounts the possibility of a military usage, 
the full monty

 being ‘the full cooked English breakfast’ insisted upon by Field Marshal 
Montgomery

 .





monument

 
/ˈmänyəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statue, building, or other structure erected to commemorate a famous or notable person or event.




2.
 
a statue or other structure placed by or over a grave in memory of the dead.




3.
 
a building, structure, or site that is of historical importance or interest




•
 
the amphitheater is one of the many Greek monuments in Sicily.










4.
 
an outstanding, enduring, and memorable example of something




•
 
recordings that are a 
monument to

 the art of playing the piano.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a burial place): via French from Latin 
monumentum

 , from 
monere

 ‘remind.’





monumental

 
/ˌmänyəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
great in importance, extent, or size




•
 
it's been a monumental effort




•
 
the ballet came across as one of MacMillan's most monumental works.










2.
 
of or serving as a monument




•
 
additional details are found in monumental inscriptions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
monumentalism






noun













2.
 
monumentality

 
/ˌmänyəˌmenˈtalədē /






noun





















monumentalize

 
/ˌmänyəˈmen(t)lˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a permanent record of (something) by or as if by creating a monument




•
 
a culture that too eagerly monumentalizes what it values.



















monumentally

 
/ˈˌmänyəˈmen(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
to a very great or extreme degree




•
 
he has monumentally failed to ask intelligent questions




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a monumentally stupid idea.










2.
 
in a grandly imposing way




•
 
monumentally scaled metal sculptures




•
 
the games had been monumentally financed.










3.
 
by means of or like a monument




•
 
the monumentally remembered dead




•
 
Lionni's stone sculptures monumentally standing on his grounds in Chianti.



















Monument Valley






a region in northeastern Arizona and southern Utah, west of the Four Corners, whose scenery has been the backdrop for many movies.









-mony





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns often denoting an action, state, or quality




•
 
ceremony




•
 
harmony.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-monia

 , 
-monium

 .





monzonite

 
/ˈmänzəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a granular igneous rock with a composition intermediate between syenite and diorite, containing approximately equal amounts of orthoclase and plagioclase.








II.
 
derivatives





monzonitic

 
/ˌmänzəˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Mount 
Monzoni

 in the Tyrol, Italy, + -ite
 1
 .





moo

 
/mo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the characteristic deep vocal sound of a cow.








II.
 
noun




the characteristic deep vocal sound of a cow.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative.





MOOC

 
/mo͞ok/





I.
 
noun




a course of study made available over the Internet without charge to a very large number of people




•
 
anyone who decides to take a MOOC simply logs on to the website and signs up.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
massive open online course

 , probably influenced by MMOG
 and MMORPG
 .






mooch

 
/mo͞oCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 ask for or obtain (something) without paying for it




•
 
a bunch of your friends will show up, mooching food




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'm 
mooching off

 you all the time.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
mooch around/about

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 loiter in a bored or listless manner




•
 
he didn't want them mooching around all day.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a beggar or scrounger




•
 
the mooch who got everything from his dad.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘to hoard’): probably from Anglo-Norman French 
muscher

 ‘hide, skulk.’ A dialect sense ‘play truant’ dates from the early 16th cent.; current senses date from the mid 19th cent.





moocher

 
/ˈmo͞oCHər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who lives off others without giving anything in return




•
 
no one gave me any handouts like these moochers expect.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘person who loiters aimlessly’): from mooch
 .





moo-cow

 
/ˈmo͞oˌkou/






noun




a child's name for a cow.














mood1


 
/mo͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a temporary state of mind or feeling




•
 
he appeared to be in a very good mood about something.










2.
 
an angry, irritable, or sullen state of mind




•
 
he was obviously 
in a mood

 .










3.
 
the atmosphere or pervading tone of something, especially a work of art




•
 
Monet's “Mornings on the Seine” series, with their hushed and delicate mood.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of music) inducing or suggestive of a particular feeling or state of mind




•
 
mood music




•
 
a Chekhov mood piece.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the mood for (or to do) something






feeling like doing or experiencing something




•
 
if you're in the mood for an extra thrill, you can go paragliding.















2.
 
in no mood for (or to do) something






not wanting to do or experience something




•
 
she was in no mood for sightseeing.





















– origin

 Old English 
mōd

 (also in the senses ‘mind’ and ‘fierce courage’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
moed

 and German 
Mut

 .






mood2


 
/mo͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a category or form that indicates whether a verb expresses fact (indicative mood), command (imperative mood), question (interrogative mood), wish (optative mood), or conditionality (subjunctive mood).




2.
 


[Logic]

 any of the valid forms into which each of the figures of a categorical syllogism may occur.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of mode
 , influenced by mood
 1
 .





mood-altering

 
/mo͞od ˈôlt(ə)riNG/






adjective




(of a drug) capable of inducing changes of mood.













mood board






noun




an arrangement of images, materials, pieces of text, etc., intended to evoke or project a particular style or concept




•
 
we put together a mood board with key images and words that best convey the essence of the brand.




















mood disorder






noun




a psychological disorder characterized by the elevation or lowering of a person's mood, such as depression or bipolar disorder




•
 
true clinical depression is a mood disorder, which can interfere with everyday life for an extended time.







Also called affective disorder
 .













mood swing

 
/ˈmo͞od ˌswiNG/






noun




an abrupt and apparently unaccountable change of mood.













moody

 
/ˈmo͞odē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) given to unpredictable changes of mood, especially sudden bouts of gloominess or sullenness




•
 
she met his moody adolescent brother.










2.
 
giving an impression of melancholy or mystery




•
 
grainy film that gives a soft, moody effect.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moodily

 
/ˈmo͞odəlē /






adverb













2.
 
moodiness

 
/ˈmo͞odēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mōdig

 ‘brave or willful’ (see mood
 1
 , -y
 1
 ).





Moody, William Henry

 
/ˈmo͞odē/






(1853–1917), US Supreme Court associate justice 1906–10. He was the US attorney general 1904–06 before he was appointed to the Court by President Theodore Roosevelt.









moo goo gai pan

 
/ˌmo͞o ˌɡo͞o ˌɡī ˈpan/






noun




a Cantonese dish consisting of chicken sautéed with mushrooms, vegetables, and spices.













mook

 
/mo͝ok/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or incompetent person.











– origin

 1930s: of uncertain origin.





moola

 
/ˈmo͞olä /

 
moolah






noun






‹informal›

 money.














moon

 
/mo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the natural satellite of the earth, visible (chiefly at night) by reflected light from the sun.




2.
 
a natural satellite of any planet.




3.
 


‹literary›

 
‹humorous›

 a month




•
 
many moons had passed since he brought a prospective investor home.










4.
 
(
the moon

 )
 — anything that one could desire




•
 
you must know he'd give any of us the moon.











The earth's moon orbits the earth in a period of 29.5 days, going through a series of phases from new moon to full moon and back again during that time. Its average distance from the earth is some 239,000 miles (384,000 km) and it is 2,160 miles (3,476 km) in diameter. The bright and dark features that outline the face of “the man in the moon” are highland and lowland regions, the high regions being heavily pockmarked by craters due to the impact of meteorites. The moon has no atmosphere, and the same side is always presented to the earth.




II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — behave or move in a listless and aimless manner




•
 
lying in bed eating candy, mooning around.










2.
 
act in a dreamily infatuated manner




•
 
Timothy's 
mooning over

 her like a schoolboy.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 expose one's buttocks to (someone) in order to insult or amuse them




•
 
Dan had whipped around, bent over, and mooned the crowd.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
many moons ago








‹informal›

 a long time ago.









2.
 
over the moon








‹informal›

 extremely happy; delighted.

[from 
the cow jumped over the moon

 , a line from a nursery rhyme.]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moonless

 
/ˈmo͞onləs /






adjective













2.
 
moonlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mōna

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
maan

 and German 
Mond

 , also to month
 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
mensis

 and Greek 
mēn

 ‘month,’ and also Latin 
metiri

 ‘to measure’ (the moon being used to measure time).





Moon, Sun Myung

 
/mo͞on/






(1920–2012), Korean industrialist and religious leader. In 1954, he founded the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity, which became known as the Unification Church. Disciples are called “Moonies.”









moonbat

 
/ˈmo͞onˌbat/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person with extreme left-wing political views




•
 
how did he go from being a fringe moonbat to being embraced by mainstream Democrats?



















moonbeam

 
/ˈmo͞onˌbēm/






noun




a ray of moonlight.













moon blindness





I.
 
noun




(in horses) a recurrent inflammatory disease of the eyes, causing intermittent blindness.








II.
 
derivatives





moon-blind






adjective





















moon boot






noun




a warm, thickly padded boot with an outer surface of fabric or plastic.














moon buggy

 
/mo͞on ˈbəɡē/






noun




informal term for lunar roving vehicle
 .













mooncalf

 
/ˈmo͞onkaf/





I.
 
noun




a foolish person.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from moon
 + calf
 1
 , perhaps on the pattern of German 
Mondkalb

 . Originally in the sense ‘shapeless mass in the womb,’ thought to be produced by the influence of the moon.





moon child






noun




a person born under the astrological sign of Cancer.













moon dog

 
moondog






noun




informal term for paraselene
 .













mooneye

 
/ˈmo͞onī/






noun




a herringlike freshwater fish with large eyes, found exclusively in central and eastern North America.

[Genus 
Hiodon

 , family 
Hiodontidae

 : two species, the 
goldeye

 (
H. alosoides

 ) and the larger-eyed 
mooneye

 (
H. tergisus

 ).]













moon-faced

 
/ˈmo͞onˌfāst/






adjective




having a round face.













Moon Festival






noun




a Chinese festival held in the middle of the autumn.














moonfish

 
/ˈmo͞onˌfiSH/






noun




a deep-bodied laterally compressed marine fish, in particular

[● a silvery fish of the jack family (
Carangidae

 ), including 
Selene setapinnis

 of the Atlantic. ● an opah.]













moonflower

 
/ˈmo͞onˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a tropical American climbing plant of the morning glory family, with large, sweet-smelling white flowers that open at dusk and close at midday.

[
Ipomoea alba

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 .]













moon gate

 
moongate






noun




(in China) a circular gateway in a wall.













Moonie

 
/ˈmo͞onē/





I.
 
noun






‹often offensive›

 a member of the Unification Church.











– origin

 1970s: from the name of its founder, Sun Myung 
Moon

 .





moonlet

 
/ˈmo͞onlət/






noun



1.
 
a small moon.




2.
 
an artificial satellite.













moonlight

 
/ˈmo͞onˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




the light of the moon




•
 
I wanted you to see the courtyard by moonlight




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a moonlight stroll.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 have a second job in addition to one's regular employment




•
 
many instructors moonlight as professional consultants.














III.
 
derivatives





moonlighter

 
/ˈmo͞onˌlīdər /






noun





















moonlit

 
/ˈmo͞onˌlit/






adjective




lit by the moon.













moon pool






noun




a shaft through the bottom of a drilling ship, oil rig, etc., for lowering and raising equipment into or from the water.













moonquake

 
/ˈmo͞onkwāk/






noun




a tremor of the moon's surface.














moonrat

 
/ˈmo͞onrat/






noun




a shy insectivorous mammal of the hedgehog family, with a long snout and ratlike appearance, native to Southeast Asia and China.

Also called gymnure
 . [Subfamily 
Galericinae

 , family 
Erinaceidae

 : several genera and species, in particular 
Echinosorex gymnurus

 .]













moonrise

 
/ˈmo͞onrīz/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the rising of the moon above the horizon.




2.
 
the time of this




•
 
it was actually about an hour after moonrise.



















moonroof

 
/ˈmo͞onˌro͞of, -ˌro͝of/






noun






(US)

 a transparent section of the roof of an automobile, typically tinted and able to be opened.













moonscape

 
/ˈmo͞onˌskāp/






noun




a landscape having features characteristic of the surface of the moon, especially in being rocky and barren




•
 
regrowth on the once-barren moonscape around Mount St. Helens.



















moonseed

 
/ˈmo͞onsēd/






noun




a North American climbing plant with crescent-shaped seeds.

[Genus 
Menispermum

 , family 
Menispermaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Canada moonseed

 (
M. canadense

 ).]













moonset

 
/ˈmo͞onset/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the setting of the moon below the horizon




•
 
I'm greeted with a spectacular moonset.










2.
 
the time of this




•
 
we left before moonset in the morning.



















moon-shaped

 
/ˈmo͞onˌSHāpt/






adjective



1.
 
crescent-shaped




•
 
blood cells that instead of being round are moon-shaped.










2.
 
round




•
 
her moon-shaped face.



















moonshine

 
/ˈmo͞onˌSHīn/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 illicitly distilled or smuggled liquor.




2.
 


‹informal›

 foolish talk or ideas




•
 
whatever I said, it was moonshine.



















moonshiner

 
/ˈmo͞onˌSHīnər/






noun






‹informal›

 an illicit distiller or smuggler of liquor.













moon shot

 
/ˈmo͞on ˌSHät /

 
moonshot






noun




the launching of a spacecraft to the moon.













moon snail

 
moon shell






noun




a marine mollusk with a shiny, almost spherical, shell and a large foot.

[Family 
Naticidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Natica

 and other genera.]













moonstone

 
/ˈmo͞onˌstōn/






noun




a pearly white semiprecious stone consisting of alkali feldspar.













moonstruck

 
/ˈmo͞onˌstrək/





I.
 
adjective




unable to think or act normally, especially because of being in love.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from moon
 + 
struck

 , past participle of strike
 ; because it was believed that the moon could affect the mind.





moonsuit

 
/ˈmo͞onso͞ot /

 
moon suit






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a protective coverall garment suitable for space travel.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a garment resembling this




•
 
an emergency response team dressed in moonsuits.



















moonwalk

 
/ˈmo͞onwôk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of walking on the surface of the moon.




2.
 
a dance with a gliding motion, in which the dancer appears to be moving forward but in fact is moving backwards.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk on the surface of the moon.




2.
 
dance a moonwalk.








III.
 
derivatives





moonwalker






noun





















moonwort

 
/ˈmo͞onwərt/






noun




a widely distributed fern with a single small frond of fan-shaped lobes and a separate spike bearing the spore-producing organs, growing typically in grassy uplands and old meadows.

[Genus 
Botrychium

 , family 
Ophioglossaceae

 : several species, in particular the rare 
B. lunaria

 .]













moony

 
/ˈmo͞onē/






adjective




dreamy and unaware of one's surroundings, for example because one is in love




•
 
she's not drunk, but still smiling in the same moony way




•
 
little girls go moony over horses.



















moor1


 
/mo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tract of open uncultivated upland; a heath.




2.
 
a tract of open land preserved for shooting




•
 
a grouse moor.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 a fen.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moorish

 
/ˈmo͝oriSH /






adjective













2.
 
moory

 
/ˈmo͝orē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mōr

 , of Germanic origin.





moor2


 
/mo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make fast (a boat) by attaching it by cable or rope to the shore or to an anchor




•
 
twenty or so fishing boats were 
moored to

 the pier.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a boat) be made fast by mooring




•
 
we moored alongside a jetty.














II.
 
derivatives





moorage

 
/ˈmo͝orəj /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from the Germanic base of Dutch 
meren

 .






Moor

 
/mo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a member of a northwestern African Muslim people of mixed Berber and Arab descent. In the 8th century they conquered the Iberian peninsula, but were finally driven out of their last stronghold in Granada at the end of the 15th century.











– origin

 from Old French 
More

 , via Latin from Greek 
Mauros

 ‘inhabitant of Mauretania.’





moorcock

 
/ˈmo͝orˌkäk/






noun






(Brit.)

 a male red grouse.













Moore

 
/mo͝or/






a city in central Oklahoma, a southern suburb of Oklahoma City; pop. 52,615 (est. 2008).









Moore, Alfred






(1755–1810), US Supreme Court associate justice 1799–1804. A native of North Carolina, he was appointed to the Court by President John Adams.









Moore, Clement






(1779–1863), US writer; full name 
Clement Clarke Moore

 . He is best known for his poem 
“A Visit from St. Nicholas”

 (1822), which was published anonymously.









Moore, Dudley






(1935–2002), English actor, comedian, and musician; full name 
Dudley Stuart John Moore

 . His movies include 
Arthur

 (1981), 
Arthur 2—On the Rocks

 (1988), and 
Crazy People

 (1990).









Moore, G. E.






(1873–1958), English moral philosopher and member of the Bloomsbury Group; full name 
George Edward Moore

 .









Moore, Henry






(1898–1986), English sculptor and draftsman; full name 
Henry Spencer Moore

 . His work is characterized by semiabstract reclining forms, large upright figures, and family groups, which Moore intended to be viewed in the open air.









Moore, Marianne






(1887–1972), US poet; full name 
Marianne Craig Moore

 . Collections of her work include 
The Complete Poems of Marianne Moore

 (1967).









Moore, Mary Tyler






(1936–), US actress. She starred in the television series 
The Dick Van Dyke Show

 1961–66 and in 
The Mary Tyler Moore Show

 1970–77. She also acted on Broadway and in movies such as 
Ordinary People

 (1980).









Moore, Thomas






(1779–1852), Irish poet and musician. He wrote patriotic and nostalgic songs set to Irish tunes.









moorfowl

 
/ˈmo͝orˌfoul/






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for red grouse
 .













Moorhead

 
/ˈmo͝orˌhed/






a commercial city in western Minnesota, a transportation hub across the Red River of the North from Fargo in North Dakota; pop. 36,012 (est. 2008).










moorhen

 
/ˈmo͝orhen/






noun



1.
 
a small aquatic rail with mainly blackish plumage.

[Family 
Rallidae

 : two genera and four species, in particular the widespread common gallinule (
Gallinula chloropus

 ), with a red and yellow bill.]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a female red grouse.













mooring

 
/ˈmo͝oriNG/






noun

 — (often 
moorings

 )


1.
 
a place where a boat or ship is moored




•
 
the boat had been at its usual moorings immediately prior to the storm.










2.
 
the ropes, chains, or anchors by or to which a boat, ship, or buoy is moored




•
 
the great ship 
slipped its moorings

 and slid out into the Atlantic




•
 


‹figurative›

 the little ways in which those who grieve regain their moorings.



















Moorish

 
/ˈmo͝oriSH/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Moors




•
 
Moorish Spain




•
 
Moorish architecture.



















moorland

 
/ˈmo͝o(ə)rlənd ˈmo͝o(ə)rˌland/






noun

 — (also 
moorlands

 )


1.
 
an extensive area of moor.














moose

 
/mo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a large deer with palmate antlers, a sloping back, and a growth of skin hanging from the neck. It is native to northern Eurasia and northern North America.

Also called elk
 in Britain. [
Alces alces

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from an Eastern Algonquian language; compare Narragansett 
moòs

 .





mooseburger

 
/ˈmo͞osbərɡər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a burger containing moose meat.













Moosehead Lake

 
/ˌmo͞oshed ˈlāk/






the largest lake in Maine, in the west central part of the state.









moose milk






noun



1.
 


(Canadian)

 an alcoholic drink consisting typically of rum, milk, and other ingredients such as eggs.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 homemade liquor.













moose pasture






noun






(Canadian)

 land of no value.














moosewood

 
/ˈmo͞oswo͝od/






noun




another term for striped maple
 .













moo shu pork

 
/ˌmo͞o ˌSHo͞o ˈpôrk/






noun




a Chinese dish consisting of shredded pork with vegetables and seasonings, rolled in thin pancakes.














moot

 
/mo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
subject to debate, dispute, or uncertainty, and typically not admitting of a final decision




•
 
whether the temperature rise was mainly due to the greenhouse effect was 
a moot point

 .










2.
 
having no practical significance, typically because the subject is too uncertain to allow a decision




•
 
it is moot whether this phrase should be treated as metaphor or not.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be mooted

 )


1.
 
raise (a question or topic) for discussion; suggest (an idea or possibility)




•
 
Sylvia needed a vacation, and a trip to Ireland had been mooted.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an assembly held for debate, especially in Anglo-Saxon and medieval times.




2.
 
a regular gathering of people having a common interest.




3.
 


[Law]

 a mock trial set up to examine a hypothetical case as an academic exercise.











– origin

 Old English 
mōt

 ‘assembly or meeting’ and 
mōtian

 ‘to converse,’ of Germanic origin; related to meet
 1
 . The adjective (originally an attributive noun use: see moot court
 ) dates from the mid 16th cent.; the current verb sense dates from the mid 17th cent. / 
usage:

 Note that a question subject to debate or dispute is a 
moot point

 , not a 
mute point

 . As 
moot

 is a relatively uncommon word, people sometimes mistakenly interpret it as the more familar word 
mute

 .






moot court






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a mock court at which law students argue imaginary cases for practice.













mop

 
/mäp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement consisting of a sponge or a bundle of thick loose strings attached to a handle, used for wiping floors or other surfaces.




2.
 
a thick mass of disordered hair




•
 
her tousled mop of blonde hair.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of wiping something clean, especially a floor




•
 
the kitchen needed a quick mop.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean or soak up (something) by wiping




•
 
he was mopping his plate with a piece of bread.










2.
 
wipe (something) away from a surface




•
 
a barmaid rushed forward to 
mop up

 the spilled beer.










3.
 
wipe sweat or tears from (one's face or eyes)




•
 
he pulled a handkerchief from his pocket to 
mop his brow

 .














III.
 
phrasal verbs





mop something up (also mop up)






complete the military conquest of an area by capturing or killing remaining enemy troops




•
 
troops mopped up the last pockets of resistance.


















IV.
 
derivatives





moppy






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps ultimately related to Latin 
mappa

 ‘napkin.’





mopboard

 
/ˈmäpbôrd/






noun






(US)

 another term for baseboard
 .













mope

 
/mōp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be dejected and apathetic




•
 
no use moping—things could be worse.










2.
 
(
mope around/about

 )
 — wander around listlessly and aimlessly because of unhappiness or boredom




•
 
moping around at home won't get you anywhere.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person given to prolonged spells of low spirits




•
 
they're just a bunch of mopes.










2.
 
(
mopes

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 low spirits; depression.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moper






noun













2.
 
mopey

 
mopy






adjective













3.
 
mopily

 
/ˈmōpəlē /






adverb













4.
 
mopiness

 
/ˈmōpēnis /






noun













5.
 
mopish

 
/ˈmōpiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (the early noun sense being ‘fool or simpleton’): perhaps of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish dialect 
mopa

 ‘to sulk.’





moped

 
/ˈmōˌped/





I.
 
noun




a low-power, lightweight motorized bicycle.











– origin

 1950s: from Swedish, from (
trampcykel med) mo(tor och) ped(aler

 ) ‘pedal cycle with motor and pedals.’





mopery

 
/ˈmōpərē/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 the action of committing a minor or petty offense such as loitering




•
 
we got guys doing stretches for passing bad checks and aggravated mopery.










2.
 
feelings of apathy and dejection.













moppet

 
/ˈmäpət/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a small endearingly sweet child.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete 
moppe

 ‘baby or rag doll’ + -et
 1
 .





moquette

 
/mōˈket/





I.
 
noun




a thick pile fabric used for carpets and upholstery.











– origin

 1930s: from French, perhaps from obsolete Italian 
mocaiardo

 ‘mohair.’





mor

 
/môr/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 humus formed under acid conditions.











– origin

 1930s: from Danish.





MOR






abbreviation




(of music) middle-of-the-road




•
 
their music is too MOR for college radio.



















Moradabad

 
/məˈrädəbäd/






a city and railroad junction in northern India, in Uttar Pradesh; pop. 806,700 (est. 2009).









moraine

 
/məˈrān/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a mass of rocks and sediment carried down and deposited by a glacier, typically as ridges at its edges or extremity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morainal

 
/məˈrānl /






adjective













2.
 
morainic

 
/məˈrānik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian dialect 
morena

 , from French dialect 
morre

 ‘snout’; related to morion
 1
 .






moral

 
/ˈmôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with the principles of right and wrong behavior and the goodness or badness of human character




•
 
the moral dimensions of medical intervention




•
 
a moral judgment.










2.
 
concerned with or derived from the code of interpersonal behavior that is considered right or acceptable in a particular society




•
 
an individual's ambitions may get out of step with the general moral code




•
 
the moral obligation of society to do something about the inner city's problems.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — examining the nature of ethics and the foundations of good and bad character and conduct




•
 
moral philosophers.










4.
 
holding or manifesting high principles for proper conduct




•
 
he prides himself on being a highly moral and ethical person.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a lesson, especially one concerning what is right or prudent, that can be derived from a story, a piece of information, or an experience




•
 


the moral of this story

 was that one must see the beauty in what one has.










2.
 
(
morals

 )
 — a person's standards of behavior or beliefs concerning what is and is not acceptable for them to do




•
 
the corruption of public morals




•
 
they believe addicts have no morals and cannot be trusted.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
moralis

 , from 
mos

 , 
mor-

 ‘custom,’ (plural) 
mores

 ‘morals.’ As a noun the word was first used to translate Latin 
Moralia

 , the title of St. Gregory the Great's moral exposition of the Book of Job, and was subsequently applied to the works of various classical writers.





moral certainty






noun




probability so great as to allow no reasonable doubt




•
 
it enjoys moral certainty and consequently has a normative role.



















moral compass






noun




used in reference to a person's ability to judge what is right and wrong and act accordingly




•
 
he is by no means the only senior politician who has mislaid his moral compass.




















morale

 
/məˈral/





I.
 
noun




the confidence, enthusiasm, and discipline of a person or group at a particular time




•
 
their morale was high.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
moral

 , respelled to preserve the final stress in pronunciation.





morale-boosting

 
/məˈralˌbo͞ostiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of raising morale




•
 
this is just what the players needed for morale-boosting.














II.
 
adjective




having the effect of raising morale




•
 
a genuinely morale-boosting event.



















moral hazard

 
/ˈmôrəl ˈhazərd/






noun






[Economics]

 lack of incentive to guard against risk where one is protected from its consequences, e.g., by insurance.













moralism

 
/ˈmôrəlizəm/






noun




the practice of moralizing, especially showing a tendency to make judgments about others' morality




•
 
the patriotic moralism of many political leaders.



















moralist

 
/ˈmôrələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who teaches or promotes morality.




2.
 
a person given to moralizing.




3.
 
a person who behaves in a morally commendable way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moralistic

 
/ˈˌmôrəˈlistik /






adjective













2.
 
moralistically

 
/ˌmôrəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















morality

 
/məˈralədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and bad behavior.




2.
 
a particular system of values and principles of conduct, especially one held by a specified person or society




•
 
a bourgeois morality.










3.
 
the extent to which an action is right or wrong




•
 
behind all the arguments lies the issue of 
the morality of

 the possession of nuclear weapons.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
moralite

 or late Latin 
moralitas

 , from Latin 
moralis

 (see moral
 ).





morality play






noun




a kind of drama with personified abstract qualities as the main characters and presenting a lesson about good conduct and character, popular in the 15th and early 16th centuries.













moralize

 
/ˈmôrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
moralizing

 )


1.
 
comment on issues of right and wrong, typically with an unfounded air of superiority




•
 
the self-righteous moralizing of his aunt was ringing in his ears.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — interpret or explain as giving lessons on good and bad character and conduct




•
 
mythographers normally moralize Narcissus as the man who wastes himself in pursuing worldly goods.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reform the character and conduct of




•
 
he endeavored to moralize an immoral society.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
moralization

 
/ˌmôrələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌmôrəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
moralizer

 
/ˈmôrəˌlīzər /






noun













3.
 
moralizingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘explain the moral meaning of’): from French 
moraliser

 or medieval Latin 
moralizare

 , from late Latin 
moralis

 (see moral
 ).





moral law






noun




(in some systems of ethics) an absolute principle defining the criteria of right action (whether conceived as a divine ordinance or a truth of reason).













morally

 
/ˈmôrəlē/






adverb



1.
 
with reference to the principles of right and wrong behavior




•
 
he believed the war was morally justified




•
 
murder is morally wrong.










2.
 
in a way that is considered right according to the code of behavior of a particular society




•
 
he insisted that his children act morally




•
 
people expected the government to behave morally.



















Moral Majority






noun



1.
 
a political action group formed in the 1970s to further a conservative and religious agenda, including the allowance of prayer in schools and strict laws against abortion.




2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ] (
moral majority

 )
 — the majority of people, regarded as favoring firm moral standards




•
 
smokers are often made to feel like social outcasts by the moral majority.



















moral philosophy

 
/ˌmôrəl fəˈläsəfē/






noun




the branch of philosophy concerned with ethics.














Moral Rearmament

 
/ˈmôrəl rēˈärməmənt/






an organization founded by the American Lutheran evangelist Frank Buchman (1878–1961) and first popularized in Oxford, England, in the 1920s (hence until about 1938 called the 
Oxford Group

 ). It emphasizes personal integrity and confession of faults, cooperation, and mutual respect, especially as a basis for social transformation.









moral science






noun






‹dated›

 social sciences and/or philosophy.













moral sense






noun




the ability to distinguish between right and wrong.













moral support






noun




support or help, the effect of which is psychological rather than physical.













moral victory






noun




a defeat that can be interpreted as a victory on moral terms, for example because the defeated party defended their principles.













Morar, Loch

 
/ˈmôrər, läk/






a lake in western Scotland. At 1,017 feet (310 m), it is Scotland's deepest lake.









morass

 
/məˈras/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of muddy or boggy ground.




2.
 
a complicated or confused situation




•
 
she would become lost in 
a morass of

 lies and explanations.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Dutch 
moeras

 , alteration (by assimilation to 
moer

 ‘moor’) of Middle Dutch 
marasch

 , from Old French 
marais

 ‘marsh,’ from medieval Latin 
mariscus

 .





moratorium

 
/ˌmôrəˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a temporary prohibition of an activity




•
 
an indefinite 
moratorium on

 the use of drift nets.










2.
 


[Law]

 a legal authorization to debtors to postpone payment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of late Latin 
moratorius

 ‘delaying,’ from Latin 
morat-

 ‘delayed,’ from the verb 
morari

 , from 
mora

 ‘delay.’





Moravia

 
/məˈrāvēə/






a region of the Czech Republic, located between Bohemia on the west and the Carpathians on the east; chief town, Brno. A province of Bohemia from the 11th century, it was made an Austrian province in 1848 and became a part of Czechoslovakia in 1918.









Moravian

 
/məˈrāvēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Moravia.




2.
 
a member of a Protestant Church founded in Saxony by emigrants from Moravia holding views derived from the Hussites and accepting the Bible as the only source of faith.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Moravia or its people.




2.
 
of or relating to the Moravian Church.













moray

 
/ˈmôˌrā môˈrā /

 
moray eel





I.
 
noun




a mainly nocturnal eellike predatory fish of warm seas that typically hides in crevices with just the head protruding.

[Family 
Muraenidae

 : several genera and numerous species, including the 
spotted moray

 (
Gymnothorax moringa

 ) of the Gulf of Mexico and the southeastern US Atlantic coast, and 
Muraena helena

 of the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
moréia

 , via Latin from Greek 
muraina

 .





Moray Firth






a deep inlet of the North Sea on the northeastern coast of Scotland.









morbid

 
/ˈmôrbəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or appealing to an abnormal and unhealthy interest in disturbing and unpleasant subjects, especially death and disease




•
 
he had long held a morbid fascination with the horrors of contemporary warfare.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 of the nature of or indicative of disease




•
 
the treatment of morbid obesity.














II.
 
derivatives





morbidness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the medical sense): from Latin 
morbidus

 , from 
morbus

 ‘disease.’





morbid anatomy

 
/ˈˌmôrbəd əˈnadəmē/






noun




the anatomy of diseased organs and tissues.













morbidity

 
/môrˈbidədē/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the condition of being diseased




•
 
the therapy can substantially reduce respiratory morbidity in infants.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the rate of disease in a population




•
 
the levels of air pollution are associated with increased morbidity from respiratory diseases.



















morbidly

 
/ˈmôrbədlē/






adverb



1.
 
(with reference to a disturbing or unpleasant interest or activity) in an abnormal and unhealthy manner




•
 
a girl who morbidly wears her dead mother's clothes




•
 
a rich recluse morbidly obsessed with the past.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 in a way that relates to or is indicative of disease




•
 
the patients remained morbidly hypertensive.



















morbific

 
/môrˈbifik/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 causing disease




•
 
in cholera the morbific matter is taken into the alimentary canal.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
morbifique

 or modern Latin 
morbificus

 , from Latin 
morbus

 ‘disease.’





morbilli

 
/môrˈbilˌī/





I.
 
plural noun




technical term for measles
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Latin, plural of 
morbillus

 ‘pustule,’ from 
morbus

 ‘disease.’





morbillivirus

 
/môrˈbiləˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of paramyxoviruses that cause measles, rinderpest, and canine distemper.











– origin

 1970s: from Latin 
morbilli

 (plural of 
morbillus

 ‘pustule,’ from 
morbus

 ‘disease’) + virus
 .





morceau

 
/môrˈsō/





I.
 
noun




a short literary or musical composition.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘morsel, piece.’





mordacious

 
/môrˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 denoting or using biting sarcasm or invective.




2.
 


‹formal›

 (of a person or animal) given to biting.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
mordax

 , 
mordac-

 ‘biting’ + -ious
 .





mordant

 
/ˈmôrdnt/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of humor) having or showing a sharp or critical quality; biting




•
 
a mordant sense of humor.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance, typically an inorganic oxide, that combines with a dye or stain and thereby fixes it in a material.




2.
 
an adhesive compound for fixing gold leaf.




3.
 
a corrosive liquid used to etch the lines on a printing plate.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impregnate or treat (a fabric) with a mordant.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mordancy

 
/-dnsē /






noun













2.
 
mordantly

 
/ˈmôrd(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, present participle of 
mordre

 ‘to bite,’ from Latin 
mordere

 .





mordent

 
/ˈmôrdnt/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a rapid alternation of a note with the note immediately below or above it in the scale (sometimes further distinguished as 
lower mordent

 and 
upper mordent

 ). The term 
inverted mordent

 usually refers to the 
upper mordent

 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via German from Italian 
mordente

 , present participle of 
mordere

 ‘to bite.’





Mordred

 
/ˈmôrdrəd/






(in Arthurian legend) the nephew of King Arthur who abducted Guinevere and raised a rebellion against Arthur.









Mordvinia

 
/môrdˈvinēə/






an autonomous republic in Russia, southeast of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 835,400 (est. 2009); capital, Saransk. Also called 
Mordvinian Autonomous Republic

 .










more

 
/môr/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
comparative of many
 , much
 .




2.
 
a greater or additional amount or degree


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
I poured myself more coffee




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
tell me more




•
 
they proved 
more of

 a hindrance than a help.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
comparative of much
 .




2.
 
forming the comparative of adjectives and adverbs, especially those of more than one syllable




•
 
for them, enthusiasm is more important than talent.










3.
 
to a greater extent




•
 
I like chicken 
more than

 turkey.










4.
 
(
more than

 )
 — extremely (used before an adjective conveying a positive feeling or attitude)




•
 
she is more than happy to oblige.










5.
 
again




•
 
repeat 
once more

 .










6.
 
moreover




•
 
he was rich, and more, he was handsome.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
more and more






at a continually increasing rate




•
 
vacancies were becoming more and more rare.















2.
 
more like it






see like
 1
 .









3.
 
more or less





a.
 
speaking imprecisely; to a certain extent




•
 
they are more or less a waste of time.










b.
 
approximately




•
 
more or less symmetrical.















4.
 
more so






of the same kind to a greater degree




•
 
the waiter found me delightful and my little sister even more so.















5.
 
no more





a.
 
nothing further




•
 
there was no more to be said about it.










b.
 
no further




•
 
you must have some soup, but no more wine.










c.
 
(
be no more

 )
 — exist no longer.




d.
 
never again




•
 
mention his name no more to me.










e.
 
neither




•
 
I had no complaints and no more did Tom.





















– origin

 Old English 
māra

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
meer

 and German 
mehr

 .






More, Sir Thomas

 
/môr/






(1478–1535), English scholar and statesman; lord chancellor 1529–32; canonized as 
St. Thomas More

 . His 
Utopia

 (1516), which described an ideal city state, established him as a leading humanist of the Renaissance. He was imprisoned in 1534 after opposing Henry's marriage to Anne Boleyn and was beheaded for opposing the Act of Supremacy. Feast day, June 22.









Moreau, Jeanne

 
/môˈrō/






(1928–), French actress. Notable movies: 
Les Liaisons dangereuses

 (1959), 
Jules et Jim

 (1961), and 
Nikita

 (1990).









moreen

 
/môˈrēn, mə-/





I.
 
noun




a strong, ribbed cotton or wool fabric, used chiefly for curtains and upholstery.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps a fanciful formation from moire
 .





morel

 
/məˈrel môˈrel/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed edible fungus that has a brown oval or pointed fruiting body with an irregular honeycombed surface bearing the spores.

[Genus 
Morchella

 , family 
Morchellaceae

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 : several species, in particular the common 
M. esculenta

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
morille

 , from Dutch 
morilje

 ; related to German 
Morchel

 ‘fungus.’






Morelia

 
/məˈrālyə/





I.
 
a city in central Mexico, capital of the state of Michoacán; pop. 608,049 (2005). Founded in 1541, it was known as Valladolid until 1828.







– origin

 renamed in honor of J. M. 
Morelos

 y Pavón (1765–1815), a key figure in Mexico's independence movement.






morello

 
/məˈrelō/





I.
 
noun




a dark cherry of a sour kind used in cooking


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
morello cherries.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
morello

 ‘blackish,’ from medieval Latin 
morellus

 , diminutive of Latin 
Maurus

 ‘Moor.’





Morelos

 
/məˈrāləs/






a state in central Mexico, west of Mexico City; capital, Cuernavaca.









Moreno Valley

 
/məˌrānō ˈvalē/






a city in southwestern California, east of Riverside; pop. 190,871 (est. 2008).









moreover

 
/môrˈōvər/






adverb




as a further matter; besides




•
 
moreover, glass is electrically insulating.



















mores

 
/ˈmôrāz/





I.
 
plural noun




the essential or characteristic customs and conventions of a community




•
 
an offense against social mores.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
mos

 , 
mor-

 ‘custom.’





Moresque

 
/məˈresk/





I.
 
adjective




(of art or architecture) Moorish in style or design.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting arabesque ornament): from French, from Italian 
moresco

 , from 
Moro

 ‘Moor.’





Morgan

 
/ˈmôrɡən/





I.
 
noun




a horse of a light thickset breed developed in New England.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Justin 
Morgan

 (1747–98), US teacher and owner of the original sire of the breed.






Morgan, J. P.

 
/ˈmôrɡən/






(1837–1913), US financier, philanthropist, and art collector; full name 
John Pierpont Morgan

 . He created General Electric in 1891 and the US Steel Corporation in 1901. He bequeathed his large art collection to the Museum of Modern Art in New York City.









Morgan, Thomas Hunt






(1866–1945), US zoologist. His studies on inheritance using the fruit fly 
Drosophila

 showed that the genetic information is carried by genes arranged along the length of the chromosomes. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1933).









morganatic

 
/ˌmôrɡəˈnadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting a marriage in which neither the spouse of lower rank nor any children have any claim to the possessions or title of the spouse of higher rank.








II.
 
derivatives





morganatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
morganaticus

 , from medieval Latin 
matrimonium ad morganaticam

 ‘marriage with a morning gift’ (because a morning gift, given by a husband to his wife on the morning after the marriage, was the wife's sole entitlement in a marriage of this kind).





morganite

 
/ˈmôrɡəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a pink transparent variety of beryl, used as a gemstone.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of J. P. 
Morgan

 (see Morgan, J. P.
 ) + -ite
 1
 .






Morgan le Fay

 
/ˌmôrɡən lə ˈfā/






(in Arthurian legend) an enchantress, sister of King Arthur.









Morgantown

 
/ˈmôrɡənˌtoun/






a commercial city in northern West Virginia, home to West Virginia University; pop. 29,642 (est. 2008).









Morgellons

 
/môrˈɡelənz /

 
Morgellons disease





I.
 
noun




a condition characterized by chronic itching or crawling sensations, attributed by sufferers to abnormal fibers (generally regarded by doctors as delusional) embedded in or extruded from the skin




•
 
people claiming to have Morgellons report a wide variety of symptoms.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: revival of a 17th-century name for a disease of children marked by hairs or worms in the skin of the back, probably adapted from an Occitan word.





morgen

 
/ˈmôrɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a measure of land, in particular




2.
 
(in the Netherlands, South Africa, and parts of the US) a measure of land equal to about 0.8 hectare or two acres.




3.
 
(in Norway, Denmark, and Germany) a measure of land now equal to about 0.3 hectare or two thirds of an acre.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch, or from German 
Morgen

 ‘morning,’ apparently from the notion of “an area of land that can be plowed in a morning.”





morgue

 
/môrɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where bodies are kept, especially to be identified or claimed




•
 
the cadavers were bagged and removed to the city morgue.










2.
 
used metaphorically to refer to a place that is quiet, gloomy, or cold




•
 
she put us in that drafty morgue of a sitting room.










3.
 


‹informal›

 in a newspaper office, a collection of old cuttings, photographs, and information




•
 
conducting research in either a news morgue or a library.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, originally the name of a building in Paris where bodies were kept until identified.





moribund

 
/ˈmôrəˌbənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) at the point of death.




2.
 
(of a thing) in terminal decline; lacking vitality or vigor




•
 
the moribund commercial property market.














II.
 
derivatives





moribundity

 
/ˌmôrəˈbəndətē, ˌmär- /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
moribundus

 , from 
mori

 ‘to die.’






morion1


 
/ˈmôrēən/





I.
 
noun




a kind of helmet without beaver or visor, worn by soldiers in the 16th and 17th centuries.











– origin

 French, from Spanish 
morrión

 , from 
morro

 ‘round object.’





morion2


 
/ˈmôrēən/





I.
 
noun




a brown or black variety of quartz.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
morion

 , a misreading (in Pliny) for 
mormorion

 .





Morisco

 
/məˈriskō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Moor in Spain, especially one who had accepted Christian baptism.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
Moro

 ‘Moor.’





Morison, Samuel Eliot

 
/ˈmôrəsən, ˈmär-/






(1887–1976), US historian and naval officer. He wrote 
Oxford History of the United States

 (1927), 
Admiral of the Ocean Sea: A Life of Christopher Columbus

 (1942), and 
John Paul Jones

 (1959).









Morisot, Berthe

 
/môrēˈsō, -ˈzō/






(1841–95), French painter; the first woman to join the impressionists; full name 
Berthe Marie Pauline Morisot

 . Her works typically depicted women and children and waterside scenes.










Morley, Edward Williams

 
/ˈmôrlē/






(1838–1923), US chemist. In 1887, he collaborated with Albert Michelson in an experiment to determine the speed of light, the result of which disproved the existence of the ether.

See also Michelson–Morley experiment
 .









Mormon

 
/ˈmôrmən/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a religion founded in the US in 1830 by Joseph Smith, Jr.

Smith claimed to have found and translated 
The Book of Mormon

 by divine revelation. It tells the story of a group of Hebrews who migrated to America 
c.

 600 
BC

 and is taken as scriptural alongside the Bible. The Mormons came into conflict with the US government over their practice of polygamy (officially abandoned in 1890) and moved their headquarters from Illinois to Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1847 under Smith's successor, Brigham Young. Mormon doctrine emphasizes tithing, missionary work, and the Second Coming of Christ.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints




•
 
the leader of a Mormon congregation.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: the name of a prophet to whom Smith attributed 
The Book of Mormon

 .





Mormonism

 
/ˈmôrməˌnizəm/






noun




the religious beliefs and practices of Mormons.














morn

 
/môrn/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 term for morning
 .











– origin

 Old English 
morgen

 , of Germanic origin.





mornay

 
/môrˈnā /

 
Mornay





I.
 
adjective




denoting or served in a cheese-flavored white sauce




•
 
mornay sauce




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
cauliflower mornay.

















– origin

 named after 
Mornay

 , the French cook and eldest son of Joseph Voiron, chef of the restaurant Durand at the end of the 19th cent. and inventor of the sauce.






morning

 
/ˈmôrniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the period of time between midnight and noon, especially from sunrise to noon




•
 
I toiled in the fields from morning till night




•
 
it was a little after eight 
in the morning






•
 
it was a beautiful sunny morning.










2.
 
sunrise




•
 
a hint of steely light showed that morning was on its way.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
mornings

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 every morning




•
 
mornings, she'd sleep late.














III.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 short for good morning
 .








IV.
 
phrases





morning, noon, and night






all the time.















– origin

 Middle English: from morn
 , on the pattern of 
evening

 .





morning after






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a morning on which a person has a hangover.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a hangover.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant aftermath of imprudent behavior




•
 
his first year of college was one long party—eventually he would have to face the morning after.



















morning-after pill

 
/ˌmôrniNG ˈaftər ˌpil/






noun




a contraceptive pill that is effective up to about seventy-two hours after intercourse.














morning coat

 
/ˈmôrniNG ˌkōt/






noun




a man's formal coat with a cutaway.













morning dress

 
/ˈmôrniNG ˌdres/






noun




a man's cutaway coat and striped pants, worn on formal occasions such as weddings, typically with a top hat.













morning glory

 
/ˈmôrniNG ˌɡlôrē/






noun




a climbing plant often cultivated for its showy trumpet-shaped flowers, which typically open in the early morning and wither by midday.

[Genus 
Ipomoea

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common morning glory

 
I. purpurea

 .]













morning prayer






noun

 — (usu. 
morning prayers

 )


1.
 
a formal act of worship held in the morning, especially regularly or by a group assembled for this purpose.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in the Anglican Church) the service of matins.














morning sickness

 
/ˈmôrniNG ˌsiknis/






noun




nausea in pregnancy, typically occurring in the first few months. Despite its name, the nausea can affect pregnant women at any time of day.













morning star






noun



1.
 
(
the morning star

 )
 — a bright planet, especially Venus, when visible in the east before sunrise.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a club with a heavy spiked head, sometimes attached to the handle by a chain.

[translating German 
Morgenstern

 , comparing the weapon's spikes to rays of the star.]













morning watch

 
/ˈmôrniNG ˌwäCH ˈmôrniNG ˌwôCH/






noun




the period from 4 to 8 a.m. on board a ship.













Moro

 
/ˈmôrō/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim inhabitant of the Philippines.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘Moor.’





Moroccan

 
/məˈräk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Morocco or its people




•
 
a Moroccan tagine.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Morocco, or a person of Moroccan descent




•
 
an urbane Moroccan who has lived all over the world.



















morocco

 
/məˈräkō/






noun




fine flexible leather made (originally in Morocco) from goatskin tanned with sumac, used especially for book covers and shoes




•
 
a volume bound in red morocco




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
morocco leather.



















Morocco

 
/məˈräkō/







1.
 
a country in northwestern Africa, with coastlines on the Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean; pop. 31,285,200 (est. 2009); capital, Rabat; languages, Arabic (official) and Berber.





Conquered by the Arabs in the 7th century, Morocco later fell under French and Spanish influence as each country established protectorates in the early 20th century. It became an independent monarchy after the withdrawal of the colonial powers in 1956 and the sultan became king. A bicameral legislature was established in 1997.









moron

 
/ˈmôrˌän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (as a medical term denoting an adult with a mental age of about 8–12): from Greek 
mōron

 , neuter of 
mōros

 ‘foolish.’





Morón

 
/məˈrōn/






a city in eastern Argentina, southwest of Buenos Aires; pop. 327,600 (est. 2008).









Moroni

 
/məˈränē/






the capital of Comoros, on the island of Grande Comore; pop. 46,000 (est. 2007).









moronic

 
/məˈränik/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very foolish or stupid




•
 
a truly moronic movie.














II.
 
derivatives





moronically

 
/məˈränək(ə)lē /






adverb





















morose

 
/məˈrōs/





I.
 
adjective




sullen and ill-tempered.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morosely

 
/məˈrōslē /






adverb













2.
 
moroseness

 
/məˈrōsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
morosus

 ‘peevish,’ from 
mos

 , 
mor-

 ‘manner.’





morph1


 
/môrf/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
change smoothly from one image to another by small gradual steps using computer animation techniques


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
3-D objects can be morphed into other objects.










2.
 
undergo or cause to undergo a gradual process of transformation


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the cute moppet has 
morphed into

 the moody moll of the indie world.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an image that has been morphed by computer animation.




2.
 
an instance of morphing an image.











– origin

 1990s: element from metamorphosis
 .





morph2


 
/môrf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 an actual linguistic form




•
 
the present participle in English is always the morph “-ing.”










2.
 


[Biology]

 each of several variant forms of an animal or plant.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
morphē

 ‘form.’





morph.






abbreviation




morphological or morphology.














-morph





I.
 
combining form




denoting something having a specified form or character




•
 
endomorph




•
 
polymorph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
morphē

 ‘form.’





morphallaxis

 
/ˌmôrfəˈlaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 regeneration by the transformation of existing body tissues.








II.
 
derivatives





morphallactic

 
/-ˈlaktik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
morphē

 ‘form’ + 
allaxis

 ‘exchange.’






morpheme

 
/ˈmôrˌfēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 a meaningful morphological unit of a language that cannot be further divided (e.g., 
in

 , 
come

 , 
-ing

 , forming 
incoming

 ).




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 a morphological element considered with respect to its functional relations in a linguistic system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morphemic

 
/môrˈfēmik /






adjective













2.
 
morphemically

 
/môrˈfēmik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
morphème

 , from Greek 
morphē

 ‘form,’ on the pattern of French 
phonème

 ‘phoneme.’





morphemics

 
/môrˈfēmiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Linguistics]

 the study of word structure in terms of minimal meaningful units.














Morpheus

 
/ˈmôrfēəs /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







the son of Somnus (god of sleep), the god of dreams and, in later writings, also god of sleep.









morphia

 
/ˈmôrfēə/






noun




old-fashioned term for morphine
 .













morphic resonance

 
/ˌmôrfik ˈrezənəns/






noun




(according to the theory developed by Rupert Sheldrake, British biologist 1942–) a paranormal influence by which a pattern of events or behavior can facilitate subsequent occurrences of similar patterns.














morphine

 
/ˈmôrˌfēn/





I.
 
noun




an analgesic and narcotic drug obtained from opium and used medicinally to relieve pain.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C17
 H19
 NO3
 . Compare with heroin
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Morphin

 , from the name of the Roman god 
Morpheus

 (see Morpheus
 ).





morphinism

 
/ˈmôrfəˌnizəm/






noun






[Medicine]

 dependence on or addiction to morphine.













morpho

 
/ˈmôrfō/





I.
 
noun




a large tropical butterfly, the male of which has bright blue iridescent wings. Native to the Central and South American rain forests, they are caught in large numbers each year for use in the jewelry trade.

[Genus 
Morpho

 , subfamily 
Morphinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
Morphō

 , an epithet of Aphrodite.





morphogen

 
/ˈmôrfəjən/






noun






[Biology]

 a chemical agent able to cause or determine morphogenesis.













morphogenesis

 
/ˌmôrfəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the origin and development of morphological characteristics.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the formation of landforms or other structures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morphogenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective













2.
 
morphogenic

 
/-ˈjenik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
morphē

 ‘form’ + genesis
 .





morpholine

 
/ˈmôrfəˌlēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic compound used as a solvent for resins and dyes and (in the form of salts) as an ingredient of emulsifying soaps used in floor polishes.

[A cyclic amine; chem. formula: C4
 H9
 NO.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from morphine
 , with the insertion of the syllable 
-ol-

 (see -ol
 ).





morphological

 
/ˌmôrfəˈläjəkəl/

 
morphologic





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the form or structure of things




•
 
the purely morphological fact that with a little dam one could hold back a lot of water.










2.
 
relating to the branch of biology that deals with the form of living organisms, and with relationships between their structures




•
 
studies of genetic variation of morphological traits in mammals




•
 
the geraniums have a number of unusual morphological adaptations.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 relating to the forms of words, in particular inflected forms




•
 
the language's phonological, morphological and syntactic structure.




•
 
morphological and syntactic similarities between languages.














II.
 
derivatives





morphologically






adverb





















morphology

 
/môrˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the forms of things, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 the branch of biology that deals with the form of living organisms, and with relationships between their structures.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 the study of the forms of words.








II.
 
derivatives





morphologist

 
/môrˈfäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
morphē

 ‘form’ + -logy
 .





morphometrics

 
/ˌmôrfəˈmetriks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 morphometry, especially of living organisms.













morphometry

 
/môrˈfämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the process of measuring the external shape and dimensions of landforms, living organisms, or other objects.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morphometric

 
/ˌmôrfəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
morphometrically

 
/ˌmôrfəˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb





















morphophoneme

 
/ˌmôrfəˈfōˌnēm/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 any of the variant forms of a phoneme as determined by the context in which it is used.








II.
 
derivatives





morphophonemic

 
/ˌmôrfōfəˈnēmik /






adjective





















morphophonemics

 
/ˌmôrfōfəˈnēmiks/






noun




another term for morphophonology
 .














morphophonology

 
/ˌmôrfōfəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of linguistics that deals with the phonological representation of morphemes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morphophonological

 
/-ˌfänlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
morphophonologically

 
/-ˌfänlˈäjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















morphosyntactic

 
/ˌmôrfōsinˈtaktik/





I.
 
adjective






[Linguistics]

 involving both morphology and syntax.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morphosyntactically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
morphosyntax

 
/-ˈsinˌtaks /






noun





















Morris, Desmond John

 
/ˈmôris, ˈmär-/






(1928–), British zoologist and writer. Having studied animal behavior and the implications for the human condition, he put his findings into such works as 
The Naked Ape

 (1967) and 
Animal-Watching

 (1990).









Morris, Gouverneur






(1752–1816), US politician. An active proponent of American independence, he represented New York as a member of the Continental Congress 1777–79, at the Constitutional Convention 1787, and in the US Senate 1800–1803. While serving as Robert Morris's assistant superintendent of finance 1781–85, he proposed the adoption of a decimal monetary system based on dollars and cents.









Morris, Robert






(1734–1806), US politician and financier. He represented Pennsylvania at the Continental Congress 1775–78 and signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776. He provided extensive financial support for the colonial war effort and was later appointed superintendent of finance 1781–84 by the Continental Congress. After serving in the US Senate 1789–95, he lost all his money in western land speculations and spent his final years in poverty.










Morris, William1







(1834–96), English designer, craftsman, poet, and writer. He was a leading figure in the Arts and Crafts Movement.









Morris, William2







see Nuffield, 1st Viscount
 .









Morris chair

 
/ˈmôrəs, ˈmärəs/





I.
 
noun




a type of armchair with open padded arms and an adjustable back.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after William 
Morris

 (see Morris, William
 1
 ).





morris dance





I.
 
noun




a lively traditional English dance performed outdoors by groups known as “sides.” Dancers wear distinctive costumes that are mainly black and white and have small bells attached, and often carry handkerchiefs or sticks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
morris dancer

 
/ˈmôrəs ˌdansər ˈmärəs ˌdansər /






noun













2.
 
morris dancing

 
/ˈmôrəs ˌdansiNG ˈmärəs ˌdansiNG /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: 
morris

 from 
morys

 , variant of 
Moorish

 (see Moor
 ); the association with the Moors remains unexplained.





Morrison, Jim

 
/ˈmôrisən, ˈmär-/






(1943–71), US rock singer; full name 
James Douglas Morrison

 . He was the lead singer of the Doors.









Morrison, Toni






(1931–), US novelist; full name 
Chloe Anthony Morrison

 . Her novels depict the black American experience and heritage, often focusing on rural life in the South, as in 
The Bluest Eye

 (1970). Notable works: 
Beloved

 (1987), 
Sula

 (1973), 
Tar Baby

 (1981), and 
Paradise

 (1998). Nobel Prize for Literature (1993).










morrow

 
/ˈmôrō ˈmärō/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the morrow

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the following day




•
 
on the morrow, they attacked the city.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the time following an event




•
 
in the morrow of great victory, will they show some equanimity?










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the near future




•
 
we have the religious enthusiast who takes no thought for the morrow.

















– origin

 Middle English 
morwe

 , from Old English 
morgen

 (see morn
 ).





Morse code

 
/ˌmôrs ˈkōd/





I.
 
noun




an alphabet or code in which letters are represented by combinations of long and short signals of light or sound.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
signal (something) using Morse code.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Samuel F. B. 
Morse

 (1791–1872), US inventor.





morsel

 
/ˈmôrsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece or amount of food; a mouthful




•
 
Julie pushed 
a

 last 
morsel of

 toast into her mouth




•
 


‹figurative›

 real estate agents think the mansion will be a very tasty morsel for an international company.










2.
 
a small piece or amount




•
 
reporters do their best to ferret out every morsel of information.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
mors

 ‘a bite,’ from Latin 
mors-

 ‘bitten,’ from the verb 
mordere

 .





mort

 
/môrt/





I.
 
noun






[Hunting]

 
‹archaic›

 the note sounded on a horn when the quarry is killed.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
mors

 , 
mort-

 ‘death.’





mortadella

 
/ˌmôrdəˈdelə/





I.
 
noun




a type of light pink, smooth-textured Italian sausage containing pieces of fat, typically served in slices.











– origin

 Italian diminutive, formed irregularly from Latin 
murtatum

 ‘(sausage) seasoned with myrtle berries.’






mortal

 
/ˈmôrdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a living human being, often in contrast to a divine being) subject to death




•
 
all men are mortal.










2.
 
of or relating to humanity as subject to death




•
 
the coffin held the mortal remains of her uncle.










3.
 


‹informal›

 conceivable or imaginable




•
 
punishment out of all mortal proportion to the offense.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — causing or liable to cause death; fatal




•
 
a mortal disease




•
 


‹figurative›

 the scandal appeared to have struck 
a mortal blow

 to the government.










5.
 
(of a battle) fought to the death




•
 
from the outbuildings came the screams of men in 
mortal combat

 .










6.
 
(of an enemy or a state of hostility) admitting or allowing no reconciliation until death.




7.
 


[Christian Theology]

 denoting a grave sin that is regarded as depriving the soul of divine grace.

Often contrasted with venial
 .




8.
 
(of a feeling, especially fear) very intense




•
 
parents live in mortal fear of children's diseases.










9.
 


‹informal›

 very great




•
 
he was in a mortal hurry.










10.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 long and tedious




•
 
for three mortal days it rained.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a human being subject to death, often contrasted with a divine being.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 a person contrasted with others regarded as being of higher status or ability




•
 
an ambassador had to live in a style that was not expected of 
lesser mortals

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
mortalis

 , from 
mors

 , 
mort-

 ‘death.’





mortality

 
/môrˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being subject to death




•
 
the work is increasingly haunted by thoughts of mortality.










2.
 
death, especially on a large scale




•
 
the causes of mortality among infants and young children.










3.
 
(also 
mortality rate

 )
 — the number of deaths in a given area or period, or from a particular cause




•
 
postoperative mortality was 90 percent for some operations.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
mortalitas

 , from 
mortalis

 (see mortal
 ).





mortally

 
/ˈmôrdlē/






adverb



1.
 
in such a manner as to cause death




•
 
the gunner was mortally wounded.










2.
 
very intensely or seriously




•
 
I expected him to be mortally offended.




















mortar1


 
/ˈmôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cup-shaped receptacle made of hard material, in which ingredients are crushed or ground, used especially in cooking or pharmacy




•
 
a mortar and pestle.










2.
 
a short, smoothbore gun for firing shells (technically called bombs) at high angles.




3.
 
a device used for firing a lifeline or firework.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or bombard with shells fired from a mortar.











– origin

 late Old English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun), from Old French 
mortier

 , from Latin 
mortarium

 (to which the English spelling was later assimilated).





mortar2


 
/ˈmôrdər/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of lime with cement, sand, and water, used in building to bond bricks or stones.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix or join using mortar




•
 
the pipe can be mortared in place.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mortarless






adjective













2.
 
mortary






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
mortier

 , from Latin 
mortarium

 , probably a transferred sense of the word denoting a container (see mortar
 1
 ).





mortarboard

 
/ˈmôrdərˌbôrd/






noun



1.
 
an academic cap with a stiff, flat, square top and a tassel.




2.
 
a small square board with a handle on the underside, used by bricklayers for holding mortar.













mortgage

 
/ˈmôrɡij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the charging of real (or personal) property by a debtor to a creditor as security for a debt (especially one incurred by the purchase of the property), on the condition that it shall be returned on payment of the debt within a certain period.




2.
 
a deed effecting the conditions of a mortgage.




3.
 
a loan obtained through the conveyance of property as security




•
 
I put down a hundred thousand in cash and took out a mortgage for the rest.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey (a property) to a creditor as security on a loan




•
 
the estate was mortgaged up to the hilt.










2.
 
expose to future risk or constraint for the sake of immediate advantage




•
 
some people worry that selling off federal assets mortgages the country's future.














III.
 
derivatives





mortgageable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘dead pledge,’ from 
mort

 (from Latin 
mortuus

 ‘dead’) + 
gage

 ‘pledge.’





mortgagee

 
/ˌmôrɡəˈjē/






noun




the lender in a mortgage, typically a bank.













mortgage rate

 
/ˈmôrɡij ˌrāt/






noun




the rate of interest charged by a mortgage lender.













mortgagor

 
/ˌmôrɡəˈjôr ˈmôrɡəjər/






noun




the borrower in a mortgage, typically a homeowner.













mortician

 
/môrˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an undertaker.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
mors

 , 
mort-

 ‘death’ + -ician
 .





mortification

 
/ˌmôrdəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
great embarrassment and shame




•
 
they mistook my mortification for an admission of guilt.










2.
 
the action of subduing one's bodily desires




•
 
mortification of the flesh has a long tradition in some religions.



















mortify

 
/ˈmôrdəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel embarrassed, ashamed, or humiliated


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she was mortified to see her wrinkles in the mirror




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mortifying

 )
 
she refused to accept this mortifying disgrace.










2.
 
subdue (the body or its needs and desires) by self-denial or discipline




•
 
return to heaven by 
mortifying the flesh

 .










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of flesh) be affected by gangrene or necrosis




•
 
the cut in Henry's arm had mortified.














II.
 
derivatives





mortifyingly

 
/ˈmôrdəˌfīiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘put to death,’ ‘deaden,’ and ‘subdue by self-denial’): from Old French 
mortifier

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
mortificare

 ‘kill, subdue,’ from 
mors

 , 
mort-

 ‘death.’





Mortimer, Roger de

 
/ˈmôrtəmər/






8th Baron of Wigmore and 1st Earl of March (
c.

 1287–1330), English noble. In 1326, he invaded England with his lover Isabella of France and replaced her husband Edward II with her son, the future Edward III. When Edward III assumed power in 1330, he had Mortimer executed.









mortise

 
/ˈmôrdəs /

 
mortice





I.
 
noun




a hole or recess cut into a part, designed to receive a corresponding projection (a tenon) on another part so as to join or lock the parts together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join securely by using a mortise and tenon.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
mortised

 )
 — cut a mortise in or through




•
 
the mortised ports.














III.
 
derivatives





mortiser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mortaise

 .





mortise lock

 
/ˈmôrdəs ˌläk/






noun




a lock that is set within the body of a door in a recess or mortise, as opposed to one attached to the door surface.













mortmain

 
/ˈmôrtmān/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the status of lands or tenements held inalienably by an ecclesiastical or other corporation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
mortemain

 , from medieval Latin 
mortua manus

 ‘dead hand’ (probably alluding to impersonal ownership).





Morton, Jelly Roll

 
/ˈmôrtn/






(1885–1941), US jazz pianist, composer, and bandleader; born 
Ferdinand Joseph La Menthe Morton

 . He was one of the principal links between ragtime and New Orleans jazz. He formed his band, the Red Hot Peppers, in 1926.









Morton, John






(
c.

 1420–1500), English prelate and statesman. He was appointed archbishop of Canterbury in 1486 and chancellor under Henry VII a year later.









mortuary

 
/ˈmôrCHo͞oˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a funeral home or morgue.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to burial or tombs




•
 
mortuary rituals




•
 
a mortuary temple.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a gift claimed by a parish priest from a deceased person's estate): from Latin 
mortuarius

 , from 
mortuus

 ‘dead.’ The current noun sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





morula

 
/ˈmôrələ, ˈmär-/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 a solid ball of cells resulting from division of a fertilized ovum, and from which a blastula is formed.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
morum

 ‘mulberry.’





MOS






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 metal oxide semiconductor.













mos.






abbreviation




months.













mosaic

 
/mōˈzāik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a picture or pattern produced by arranging together small colored pieces of hard material, such as stone, tile, or glass




•
 
the mosaic shows the baptism of Christ




•
 
the walls and vaults are decorated by marble and mosaic




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a mosaic floor.










2.
 
a colorful and variegated pattern




•
 
the bird's plumage was 
a mosaic of

 slate-gray, blue, and brown.










3.
 
a combination of diverse elements forming a more or less coherent whole




•
 
an incompetently constructed 
mosaic of

 competing interests.










4.
 
an arrangement of photosensitive elements in a television camera.




5.
 


[Biology]

 an individual (especially an animal) composed of cells of two genetically different types.




6.
 
(also 
mosaic disease

 )
 — a viral disease that results in leaf variegation in tobacco, corn, sugar cane, and other plants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate with a mosaic


(as 
adj.

 
mosaicked

 )


•
 
the mosaicked swimming pool.










2.
 
combine (distinct or disparate elements) to form a picture or pattern




•
 
the digital data were combined, or mosaicked, to delineate counties.














III.
 
derivatives





mosaicist

 
/mōˈzāəsəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
mosaïque

 , based on Latin 
musi(v)um

 decoration with small square stones, perhaps ultimately from Greek 
mousa

 ‘a muse.’





Mosaic

 
/mōˈzāik/





I.
 
adjective




of or associated with Moses.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
mosaïque

 or modern Latin 
Mosaicus

 .





mosaic gold






noun




an imitation gold pigment consisting of tin disulfide.













mosaicism

 
/mōˈzāəˌsizəm/






noun






[Biology]

 the property or state of being composed of cells of two genetically different types.













Mosaic Law






noun




another term for the Law of Moses
 (see law
 (
sense

 3)).













Mosander, Carl Gustaf

 
/mōˈsändər/






(1797–1858), Swedish chemist. He discovered the elements lanthanum, erbium, and terbium, and the supposed element didymium.









mosasaur

 
/ˈmōsəˌsôr /

 
mosasaurus





I.
 
noun




a large extinct marine reptile of the late Cretaceous period, with large toothed jaws, paddlelike limbs, and a long flattened tail, related to the monitor lizards.

[Family 
Mosasauridae

 , suborder 
Lacertilia

 : several genera, including 
Mosasaurus

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





mosasaurian






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Mosasaurus

 , from Latin 
Mosa

 ‘Meuse’ (a river in western Europe, near which it was first discovered) + Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





moscato

 
/masˈkädō/





I.
 
noun




a sweet Italian dessert wine.











– origin

 Italian; related to muscat
 .






Moscow

 
/ˈmäsˌkou ˈmäsˌkō/





I.
 
the capital of Russia, located at the center of European Russia, on the Moskva River; pop. 10,470,300 (est. 2008). It became the capital when Ivan the Terrible proclaimed himself the first tsar in the 16th century. Peter the Great moved his capital to St. Petersburg in 1712, but, after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, Moscow was made the capital of the new Soviet government, with its center in the Kremlin.

Russian name Moskva
 .




II.
 
a city in northwestern Idaho, home to the University of Idaho; pop. 22,798 (est. 2008).










Mosel

 
/mōˈzel /

 
Moselle






a river of western Europe that rises in the Vosges mountains of northeastern France and flows northeast for 346 miles (550 km) through Luxembourg and Germany to meet the Rhine River at Koblenz.









Moseley, Henry

 
/ˈmōzlē/






(1887–1915), English physicist; full name 
Henry Gwyn Jeffreys Moseley

 . He determined the atomic numbers of elements from their X-ray spectra, demonstrated that an element's chemical properties are determined by this number, and showed that there are only 92 naturally occurring elements.









Moselle

 
/mōˈzel /

 
Mosel






noun




a light medium-dry white wine produced in the valley of the Moselle River (see Mosel
 ).













Moses

 
/ˈmōzəs/






(
fl.

 
c.

 14th–13th centuries 
BC

 ), Hebrew prophet and lawgiver; brother of Aaron. According to the biblical account, he was born in Egypt and led the Israelites across the desert toward the Promised Land. During the journey he was inspired by God on Mount Sinai to write down the Ten Commandments on tablets of stone (Exod. 20).









Moses, Edwin






(1955–), US track athlete; full name 
Edwin Corley Moses

 . He won Olympic gold medals for the 400-meter hurdles in 1976 and 1984. He also set successive world records in the event throughout these years.









Moses, Grandma






(1860–1961), US painter; full name 
Anna Mary Robertson Moses

 . She took up painting as a hobby when widowed in 1927 and produced more than a thousand paintings in a primitive style, mostly of rural life.









mosey

 
/ˈmōzē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or move in a leisurely manner




•
 
we decided to mosey on up to Montgomery.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a leisurely walk or drive.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin. The original sense was ‘go away quickly.’





MOSFET

 
/ˈmäsfet/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a field-effect transistor that has a thin layer of silicon oxide between the gate and the channel.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
metal oxide semiconductor field-effect transistor

 .





mosh

 
/mäSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance to rock music in a violent manner involving jumping up and down and deliberately colliding with other dancers.











– origin

 1980s: perhaps from mash
 or mush
 1
 .





moshav

 
/mōˈSHäv/





I.
 
noun




in Israel, a cooperative community of farmers.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
mōšāḇ

 , literally ‘dwelling.’





mosh pit






noun




an area where moshing occurs, especially in front of the stage at a rock concert.














Moskva

 
/ˈmäskvä, ˈməsk-/






Russian name for Moscow
 .









Mosotho

 
/məˈso͞oto͞o/






singular form of Basotho
 .









mosque

 
/mäsk/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim place of worship.

Mosques consist of an area reserved for communal prayers, frequently in a domed building with a minaret, and with a niche (mihrab) or other structure indicating the direction of Mecca. There may also be a platform for preaching (minbar), and an adjacent courtyard in which water is provided for the obligatory ablutions before prayer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
mosquée

 , via Italian and Spanish from Egyptian Arabic 
masgid

 .





mosquito

 
/məˈskēdō/





I.
 
noun




a slender long-legged fly with aquatic larvae. The bite of the bloodsucking female can transmit a number of serious diseases including malaria and encephalitis.

[
Culex

 , 
Anopheles

 , and other genera, family 
Culicidae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese, diminutive of 
mosca

 , from Latin 
musca

 ‘fly.’





Mosquito Coast

 
/məˌskēdō ˈkōst/






a sparsely populated coastal strip of swamp, lagoon, and tropical forest along the Caribbean coast of Nicaragua and northeastern Honduras, occupied by the Miskito people after whom it is named.









mosquito coil






noun




a spiral typically made from a dried paste of pyrethrum powder, which when lit burns slowly to produce a mosquito-repellent smoke.














mosquitofish

 
/məˈskēdōˌfiSH /

 
mosquito fish






noun




a small livebearing fish found chiefly in vegetated ponds and lakes and brackish waters of the US and northern Mexico.

Also called gambusia
 . [Genus 
Gambusia

 , family 
Poecilidae

 : several species, in particular 
G. affinis

 , widely introduced for mosquito control. Its introduction has often resulted in the depletion of other fish populations.]













mosquito hawk






noun



1.
 
a nighthawk.




2.
 
a dragonfly.













mosquito netting

 
mosquito net






noun




a fine net hung across a door or window or around a bed to keep mosquitoes away.













mosquito repellent






noun




a substance that deters mosquitoes from approaching or settling.




•
 
the oil from cedar wood acts as an excellent mosquito repellent.




•
 
make sure your kids apply mosquito repellent before they step out of the house.




















moss

 
/môs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flowerless green plant that lacks true roots, growing in low carpets or rounded cushions in damp habitats and reproducing by means of spores released from stalked capsules




•
 
the trees are overgrown with vines and moss




•
 
the bog is home to rare mosses.







[Class 
Musci

 , division 
Bryophyta

 .]




2.
 
used in names of algae, lichens, and higher plants resembling moss, e.g., 
reindeer moss

 , 
Ceylon moss

 , 
Spanish moss

 .




3.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a bog, especially a peat bog.








II.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
adj.

 
mossed

 )


1.
 
cover with moss.








III.
 
derivatives





mosslike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mos

 ‘bog or moss,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
mos

 and German 
Moos

 .





Moss, Stirling

 
/môs/






(1929–), English race car driver.









Mossad

 
/mäˈsäd, mə-/





I.
 
the Supreme Institution for Intelligence and Special Assignments, the principal secret intelligence service of the state of Israel, founded in 1951.




II.
 
the Institution for the Second Immigration, an earlier organization formed in 1938 for the purpose of bringing Jews from Europe to Palestine.







– origin

 from Hebrew 
mōsāḏ

 ‘institution.’





moss agate






noun




agate with mosslike dendritic inclusions.













moss animal






noun




a sedentary colonial aquatic animal found chiefly in the sea, either encrusting rocks, seaweeds, or other surfaces, or forming stalked fronds. Each minute zooid filter-feeds by means of a crown of ciliated tentacles (lophophore).

[Phylum 
Bryozoa

 (or 
Polyzoa

 , 
Ectoprocta

 ).]













mossback

 
/ˈmôsbak/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an old-fashioned or extremely conservative person.








II.
 
derivatives





mossbacked






adjective





















Mössbauer effect

 
/ˈməsˌbouər iˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an effect in which certain atomic nuclei bound in a crystal emit gamma rays of sharply defined frequency, which can be used as a probe of energy levels in other nuclei.











– origin

 1960s: named after Rudolf L. 
Mössbauer

 (1929–2011), German physicist.





moss campion






noun




an almost stemless campion with pink flowers, found on mountains and in arctic areas of both Eurasia and North America.

[
Silene acaulis

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]













moss green

 
/môs ɡrēn/






noun




a bright green color like that of moss.













moss-grown

 
/ˈmôsˌɡrōn/






adjective



1.
 
overgrown with moss.




2.
 
old; antiquated




•
 
the mystery of its moss-grown, cobwebby past.



















Mossi

 
/ˈmäsē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a people of Burkina Faso in West Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Mossi people.











– origin

 the name in More.





mosstrooper

 
/ˈmôsˌtro͞opər/






noun






‹historical›

 a person who lived by plundering property in the border region between England and Scotland during the 17th century.













mossy

 
/ˈmôsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered in or resembling moss




•
 
mossy tree trunks.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 old-fashioned or extremely conservative.








II.
 
derivatives





mossiness






noun






















mossycup oak

 
/ˈmôsēˌkəp ōk/






noun




another term for bur oak
 .














mossy rose gall






noun




a reddish mosslike growth on rose bushes that forms in response to the developing larvae of a gall wasp.

Also called bedeguar
 . [The wasp is 
Diplolepis rosae

 , family 
Cynipidae

 .]














most

 
/mōst/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun



1.
 
superlative of many
 , much
 .




2.
 
greatest in amount or degree


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
they've had the most success




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
they had the most to lose.










3.
 
the majority of; nearly all of


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
most oranges are sweeter than these




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
I spent 
most of

 the winter on the coast.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
superlative of much
 .




2.
 
to the greatest extent




•
 
the things he most enjoyed




•
 
what she wanted 
most of all

 .










3.
 
forming the superlative of adjectives and adverbs, especially those of more than one syllable




•
 
the most important event of my life




•
 
sandy plains where fire tends to spread most quickly.










4.
 
extremely; very




•
 
it was most kind of you




•
 
that is most probably correct.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 almost




•
 
most everyone understood.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at (the) most






not more than




•
 
the walk took four minutes at the most.















2.
 
be the most








‹informal›

 be the best of all; be the ultimate.









3.
 
for the most part






in most cases; usually




•
 
the older members, for the most part, shun him.















4.
 
make the most of





a.
 
use to the best advantage




•
 
he was eager to make the most of his visit.










b.
 
represent at its best




•
 
how to make the most of your features.





















– origin

 Old English 
māst

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
meest

 and German 
meist

 .






-most





I.
 
suffix




forming superlative adjectives and adverbs from prepositions and other words indicating relative position




•
 
innermost




•
 
uppermost.

















– origin

 Old English 
-mest

 , assimilated to most
 .





Mostar

 
/ˈmōstär/






a city in southern Bosnia and Herzegovina, southwest of Sarajevo, the chief town of Herzegovina; pop. 111,116 (2008). Its chief landmark, an old Turkish bridge across the Neretva River, was destroyed during the siege of the city by Croat forces in 1993; its rebuilding was completed in 2004. The majority of Mostar's inhabitants are Muslim.









mostest

 
/ˈmōstəst/






pronoun






‹humorous›

 most




•
 
the winner is the person who can get there quickest with the mostest.



















most favored nation

 
/mōst ˈfāvərd ˈnāSHən/






noun




a country that has been granted the most favorable trading terms available by another country.













Most High





(
the Most High

 )


1.
 
God.













mostly

 
/ˈmōs(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
as regards the greater part or number




•
 
I grow mostly annuals.










2.
 
usually; generally




•
 
the weekends were spent mostly alone.



















Most Reverend






noun




the title of an Anglican archbishop or an Irish Roman Catholic bishop.













most significant bit

 
MSB






noun






[Computing]

 the bit in a binary number that is of the greatest numerical value.













Mosul

 
/məˈso͞ol/






a city in northern Iraq, on the Tigris River, opposite the ruins of Nineveh; pop. 1,316,000 (est. 2007).









mot

 
/mō/






noun




short for bon mot
 .














mote

 
/mōt/





I.
 
noun




a tiny piece of a substance




•
 
the tiniest 
mote of

 dust.














II.
 
phrases





a mote in someone's eye






a fault in a person that is less serious than one in someone else who is being critical.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 7:3.]















– origin

 Old English 
mot

 , related to Dutch 
mot

 ‘dust, sawdust.’





motel

 
/mōˈtel/





I.
 
noun




a roadside hotel designed primarily for motorists, typically having the rooms arranged in a low building with parking directly outside.











– origin

 1920s: blend of motor
 and hotel
 .





motet

 
/mōˈtet/





I.
 
noun




a short piece of sacred choral music, typically polyphonic and unaccompanied.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
mot

 ‘word.’






moth

 
/môTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chiefly nocturnal insect related to the butterflies. It lacks the clubbed antennae of butterflies and typically has a stout body, drab coloration, and wings that fold flat when resting.

[Most superfamilies of the order 
Lepidoptera

 . Formerly placed in a grouping known as the 
Heterocera

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 short for clothes moth
 .








II.
 
phrases





like a moth to the flame






with an irresistible attraction for someone or something




•
 
wealthy amateurs who have been attracted like moths to the glittering flames of showbiz.





















– origin

 Old English 
moththe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
mot

 and German 
Motte

 .





mothball

 
/ˈmôTHˌbôl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
mothballs

 )


1.
 
a small pellet of a pungent substance, typically naphthalene, put among stored clothes to keep away moths.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
store (clothes) among or in mothballs.




2.
 
stop using (a piece of equipment or a building) but keep it in good condition so that it can readily be used again.




3.
 
cancel or postpone work on (a plan or project)




•
 
plans to invest in four superstores have been mothballed.














III.
 
phrases





in mothballs






unused but kept in good condition for future use.

















moth-eaten

 
/ˈmôTHˌētn/






adjective



1.
 
damaged or destroyed by moths.




2.
 
old-fashioned and no longer appropriate or useful.














mother

 
/ˈməT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman in relation to a child or children to whom she has given birth.




2.
 
a female animal in relation to its offspring


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a mother penguin.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially as a form of address) an elderly woman.




4.
 
(
Mother

 , 
Mother Superior

 , or 
Reverend Mother

 )
 — (especially as a title or form of address) the head of a female religious community.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting an institution or organization from which more recently founded institutions of the same type derive




•
 
the mother church.










6.
 


‹informal›

 an extreme example or very large specimen of something




•
 
I got stuck in 
the mother of

 all traffic jams.










7.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for motherfucker
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
noun

 
mothering

 )
 — bring up (a child) with care and affection




•
 
the art of mothering.










2.
 
look after kindly and protectively, sometimes excessively so




•
 
she felt mothered by her older sister.










3.
 


‹dated›

 give birth to.








III.
 
derivatives





motherlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
mōdor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
moeder

 and German 
Mutter

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
mater

 and Greek 
mētēr

 .





Mother Ann






see Lee, Ann
 .









motherboard

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌbôrd/






noun






[Computing]

 a printed circuit board containing the principal components of a computer or other device, with connectors into which other circuit boards can be slotted.













Mother Carey's chicken

 
/ˌməT͟Hər ˌkerēz ˈCHikən/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for storm petrel
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





mother country

 
/ˈˌməT͟Hər ˈˌkəntrē/






noun

 — (often 
the mother country

 )


1.
 
a country in relation to its colonies




•
 
the bicentennial of our separation from the mother country.



















mothercraft

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌkraft/






noun






‹archaic›

 skill in or knowledge of looking after children as a mother.













Mother Earth

 
/ˈməT͟Hər ərTH/






noun




the earth considered as the source of all its living beings and inanimate things.













mother figure

 
/ˈməT͟Hər ˈfiɡyər/






noun




a woman who is regarded as a source of nurture and support




•
 
a housekeeper named Evelyn became a mother figure to him.




















motherfucker

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌfəkər/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a despicable or very unpleasant person or thing.








II.
 
derivatives





motherfucking

 
/ˈməT͟HərˌfəkiNG /






adjective






















mother goddess






noun




a mother-figure deity, a central figure of many early nature cults in which maintenance of fertility was of prime religious importance. Examples of such goddesses include Isis, Astarte, Cybele, and Demeter.

Also called Great Mother
 .













Mother Goose

 
/ˌməT͟Hər ˈɡo͞os/






noun




the fictitious creator of a collection of nursery rhymes that was first published in London in the 1760s.













mother hen

 
/ˈməT͟Hər hen/






noun




a person who sees to the needs of others, especially in a fussy or interfering way.













motherhood

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌho͝od/






noun




the state of being a mother




•
 
she juggles motherhood with a demanding career.



















motherhouse

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌhous/






noun




the founding house of a religious order.













Mother Hubbard

 
/ˌməT͟Hər ˈhəbərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 a long, loose-fitting, shapeless woman's dress or undergarment.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a kind of cloak.











– origin

 so named from early illustrations of the nursery rhyme.





mother-in-law

 
/ˈməT͟Hər ən ˌlô/






noun




the mother of one's husband or wife.













mother-in-law's tongue

 
/ˈməT͟Hər ən ˌlôz ˌtəNG/






noun




a West African plant of the agave family, having long slender leaves with yellow marginal stripes, often grown as a houseplant.

[
Sansevieria trifasciata

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]













motherland

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌland/






noun

 — (often 
the motherland

 )


1.
 
one's native country.













motherless

 
/ˈməT͟Hərləs/





I.
 
adjective




having no mother because she is dead or absent from the home




•
 
a motherless daughter, disowned by her father.














II.
 
derivatives





motherlessness






noun





















mother lode






noun



1.
 


[Mining]

 a principal vein of an ore or mineral.




2.
 


[Mining]

 a rich source of something




•
 
your portfolio holds a mother lode of opportunities.



















motherly

 
/ˈməT͟Hərlē/





I.
 
adjective




of, resembling, or characteristic of a mother, especially in being caring, protective, and kind




•
 
she held both her arms wide in a gesture of motherly love.














II.
 
derivatives





motherliness

 
/ˈməT͟Hərlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
mōdorlic

 (see mother
 , -ly
 1
 ).





mother-naked

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌnākəd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
wearing no clothes at all




•
 
Dan was lying mother-naked.




















Mother Nature

 
/ˈməT͟Hər ˈnāCHər/






nature personified as a creative and controlling force




•
 
Mother Nature has 80 percent control in putting out fires like this.















Mother of God

 
/ˌməT͟Hər əv ˈɡäd /

 

‹Christian Church›







a name given to the Virgin Mary (as mother of the divine Christ).










mother-of-pearl






noun




a smooth shining iridescent substance forming the inner layer of the shell of some mollusks, especially oysters and abalones, used in ornamentation.













Mother of Presidents






a nickname for the state of Virginia
 1
 .









Mother of States






a nickname for the state of Virginia
 1
 .









Mother of the West






a nickname for the state of Missouri
 .









Mother's Day

 
/ˈməT͟Hərz ˌdā/






noun




a day of the year (in the US, the second Sunday in May) on which mothers are honored by their children.













mother's helper






noun




a person who helps a mother, mainly by looking after her children.













mother ship

 
/ˈməT͟Hər SHip /

 
mothership






noun



1.
 
a large spacecraft or ship from which smaller craft are launched or maintained.




2.
 
a place regarded as a base, source, or headquarters




•
 
the gallery quickly became Modernism's mother ship in jazz-age New York.



















mother's milk






noun




something regarded as absolutely necessary or appropriate




•
 
the early work of Sturtevant and Morgan was mother's milk to geneticists.



















mother's son






noun






‹informal›

 a man




•
 


every mother's son

 personally knew his friendly local CIA agent.



















Mother Superior

 
/ˈməT͟Hər səˈpirēər /

 
mother superior






noun




the head of a female religious community.













mother-to-be

 
/ˈməT͟Hər tə ˈbē/






noun




a woman who is expecting a baby.













mother tongue

 
/ˈˌməT͟Hər ˈtəNG/






noun




the language that a person has grown up speaking from early childhood.













Motherwell, Robert

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌwel/






(1915–91), US artist. He was a founder and leading exponent of the New York school of abstract expressionism. Many of his works, such as the series 
Elegies to the Spanish Republic

 (1948–68) were done in black and white oil paints.









mother wit

 
/ˈˌməT͟Hər ˈwit/






noun




natural ability to cope with everyday matters; common sense.













motherwort

 
/ˈməT͟Hərˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a tall strong-smelling plant of the mint family, with purplish-pink lipped flowers clustering close to the axils. It is used in herbal medicine, especially in the treatment of gynecological disorders.

[
Leonurus cardiaca

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













mothproof

 
/ˈmôTHpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




(of clothes or fabrics) treated with a substance that repels moths.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with a substance that repels moths.













mothy

 
/ˈmäTHē/






adjective




infested with or damaged by moths




•
 
tattered mothy curtains.



















motif

 
/mōˈtēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a decorative design or pattern




•
 
T-shirts featuring spiral motifs.










2.
 
a distinctive feature or dominant idea in an artistic or literary composition




•
 
the nautical motif of his latest novel.










3.
 


[Music]

 a short succession of notes producing a single impression; a brief melodic or rhythmic formula out of which longer passages are developed




•
 
the motif in the second violin is submerged by the first violin's countermelody.










4.
 
an ornament of lace, braid, etc., sewn separately on a garment.




5.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a distinctive sequence on a protein or DNA, having a three-dimensional structure that allows binding interactions to occur.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French.





motile

 
/ˈmōtl, ˈmōˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (of cells, gametes, and single-celled organisms) capable of motion.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 of, relating to, or characterized by responses that involve muscular rather than audiovisual sensations.








II.
 
derivatives





motility

 
/mōˈtilətē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
motus

 ‘motion,’ on the pattern of 
mobile

 .






motion

 
/ˈmōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of moving or being moved




•
 
the laws of planetary motion




•
 
a cushioned shoe that doesn't restrict motion.










2.
 
a gesture




•
 
she made a motion with her free hand.










3.
 
a piece of moving mechanism.




4.
 
a formal proposal put to a legislature or committee




•
 
the head of our commission 
made a motion

 that we rewrite the constitution.










5.
 


[Law]

 an application for a rule or order of court.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct or command (someone) with a movement of the hand or head




•
 
he motioned Dennis to a plush chair




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he motioned the young officer to sit down




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
motioned for

 a time out.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a proposal in a deliberative or legislative body


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she recognized the majority leader, who motioned that the body adjourn.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go through the motions





a.
 
do something perfunctorily, without any enthusiasm or commitment.




b.
 
simulate an action




•
 
a child goes through the motions of washing up.















2.
 
in motion






moving




•
 
flowing blonde hair that was constantly in motion.















3.
 
set something in motion





a.
 
start something moving or working.




b.
 
start or trigger a process or series of events




•
 
plunging oil prices set in motion an economic collapse.


















IV.
 
derivatives





motional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
motio(n-)

 , from 
movere

 ‘to move.’






motion capture






noun




the process or technique of recording patterns of movement digitally, especially the recording of an actor's movements for the purpose of animating a digital character in a movie or computer game.




•
 
for the first time, Lara's movements are governed by motion capture rather than hand animation.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the film will be made using 3-D motion capture technology.



















motionless

 
/ˈmōSH(ə)nləs/





I.
 
adjective




not moving; stationary




•
 
an eagle hung almost motionless close to the ground.














II.
 
derivatives





motionlessly

 
/ˈmōSH(ə)nləslē /






adverb





















motion picture

 
/ˈˌmōSHən ˈpik(t)SHər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for movie
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the motion-picture industry.



















motion sickness

 
/ˈmōSHən ˌsiknis/






noun




nausea caused by motion, especially by traveling in a vehicle.














motivate

 
/ˈmōdəˌvāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with a motive for doing something




•
 
he was primarily motivated by the desire for profit.










2.
 
stimulate (someone's) interest in or enthusiasm for doing something




•
 
I'm going to motivate kids to study civics.



















motivation

 
/ˌmōdəˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the reason or reasons one has for acting or behaving in a particular way




•
 
escape can be a strong motivation for travel.










2.
 
the general desire or willingness of someone to do something




•
 
keep staff up to date and maintain interest and motivation.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from motive
 , reinforced by motivate
 .





motivational

 
/ˌmōdəˈvāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the reason or reasons for acting or behaving in a particular way




•
 
concern for the poor remains a strong motivational factor in my thinking.










2.
 
designed to promote the desire or willingness to do or achieve something




•
 
a motivational speech




•
 
fear is used as a motivational tool.














II.
 
derivatives





motivationally






adverb





















motivation research

 
/ˌmōdəˈvāSHən rəˈsərCH rēˈsərCH ˈrēˌsərCH/






noun




the psychological or sociological investigation of motives, especially those influencing the decisions of consumers.













motivator

 
/ˈmōdəˌvādər/






noun



1.
 
something that provides a reason or stimulus to do something




•
 
fear is a powerful motivator




•
 
music can be a great exercise motivator.










2.
 
a person who promotes interest in or enthusiasm for something




•
 
she was a great motivator of people and very energetic.




















motive

 
/ˈmōdiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reason for doing something, especially one that is hidden or not obvious




•
 
a motive for his murder.










2.
 
(in art, literature, or music) a motif




•
 
the entire work grows organically from the opening horn motive.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
producing physical or mechanical motion




•
 
the charge of gas is the motive force for every piston stroke.










2.
 
causing or being the reason for something




•
 
the motive principle of a writer's work.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
motiveless

 
/ˈmōdivləs /






adjective













2.
 
motivelessly

 
/ˈmōdivləslē /






adverb













3.
 
motivelessness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
motif

 (adjective used as a noun), from late Latin 
motivus

 , from 
movere

 ‘to move.’





motive power






noun



1.
 
the energy (in the form of steam, electricity, etc.) used to drive machinery.




2.
 
the locomotive engines of a railroad system collectively.













motivic

 
/ˈmōdəvik/






adjective






[Music]

 of or relating to a motif or motifs.













mot juste

 
/ˌmō ˈZHo͞ost/





I.
 
noun




the exact, appropriate word.











– origin

 French.





Motlanthe, Kgalema

 
/motˈlantā/






(1949–), South African statesman, president 2008–09.










motley

 
/ˈmätlē/





I.
 
adjective




incongruously varied in appearance or character; disparate




•
 


a motley crew

 of discontents and zealots.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an incongruous mixture




•
 
a 
motley of

 interacting interest groups.










2.
 


‹historical›

 the particolored costume of a jester




•
 
life-size mannequins 
in

 full 
motley

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; perhaps ultimately related to mote
 .





motmot

 
/ˈmätmät/





I.
 
noun




a tree-dwelling tropical American bird with colorful plumage, typically having two long racketlike tail feathers.

[Family 
Momotidae

 : several genera and species, in particular the widespread 
blue-crowned motmot

 (
Momotus momota

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, of imitative origin.






motocross

 
/ˈmōdōˌkrôs ˈmōdōˌkräs/





I.
 
noun




cross-country racing on motorcycles.








II.
 
derivatives





motocrosser






noun



















– origin

 1950s: via French from motor
 + cross
 .





motoneuron

 
/ˌmōdəˈn(y)o͞orˌän/






noun




another term for motor neuron
 .













moto perpetuo

 
/ˌmōdō pərˈpedəwō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 another term for perpetuum mobile
 .











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘perpetual motion.’






motor

 
/ˈmōdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine, especially one powered by electricity or internal combustion, that supplies motive power for a vehicle or for some other device with moving parts.




2.
 
a source of power, energy, or motive force




•
 
hormones are the motor of the sexual functions.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
giving, imparting, or producing motion or action




•
 
demand is the principle motor force governing economic activity.










2.
 


[Physiology]

 relating to muscular movement or the nerves activating it




•
 
the motor functions of each hand.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 driven by a motor.




4.
 
of or relating to motor vehicles




•
 
a dominant figure in the world of motor sports.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 travel in a motor vehicle, typically a car or a boat




•
 
we motored along a narrow road




•
 
we motored out of Breton Bay to begin our return trip down the Potomac.










2.
 


‹informal›

 run or move as fast as possible




•
 
he had motored along to second base on a passed ball.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a person who imparts motion): from Latin, literally ‘mover,’ based on 
movere

 ‘to move.’ The current sense of the noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





motor area






noun






[Anatomy]

 a part of the central nervous system concerned with muscular action, especially the motor cortex.













motorbike

 
/ˈmōdərˌbīk/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a lightweight motorcycle.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
motorbiker






noun













2.
 
motorbiking






noun





















motorboat

 
/ˈmōdərˌbōt/






noun




a boat powered by a motor, especially a recreational boat.













motorbus

 
/ˈmōdərˌbəs/






noun




old-fashioned term for bus
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).














motorcade

 
/ˈmōdərˌkād/





I.
 
noun




a procession of motor vehicles, typically carrying and escorting a prominent person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from motor
 , on the pattern of 
cavalcade

 .





motorcar

 
/ˈmōdərˌkär/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 
(Brit.)

 an automobile.




2.
 


(US)

 a self-propelled railroad vehicle used to carry railroad workers.













motor coach

 
/ˈmōdər kōCH/






noun




another term for coach
 1
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













motor cortex






noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the cerebral cortex in the brain where the nerve impulses originate that initiate voluntary muscular activity.













motorcycle

 
/ˈmōdərˌsīk(ə)l/






noun




a two-wheeled vehicle that is powered by a motor and has no pedals.













motorcycling

 
/ˈmōdərˌsīk(ə)liNG/






noun




the activity or sport of riding a motorcycle.













motorcyclist

 
/ˈmōdərˌsīklist/






noun




a person who rides a motorcycle.













motor drive






noun



1.
 
a mechanical system that includes an electric motor and drives a machine.




2.
 
a battery-driven motor in a camera used to wind the film rapidly between exposures.













motor generator






noun




a device consisting of a mechanically coupled electric motor and generator that may be used to control the voltage, frequency, or phase of an electrical supply.













motor home






noun




a motor vehicle equipped like a trailer for living in, with kitchen facilities, beds, etc.













motoric

 
/ˈmōdərik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physiology]

 relating to muscular movement




•
 
the infants' motoric and linguistic capabilities.










2.
 
(usu. 
motorik

 )
 — (of music) marked by a repetitive beat suggestive of mechanized action or movement.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from motor
 + -ic
 , after German 
Motorik

 ‘motor functions.’





motor inn

 
motor hotel
 , motor lodge






noun




a motel.













motorist

 
/ˈmōdərəst/






noun




the driver of an automobile.













motorize

 
/ˈmōdəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
motorized

 )


1.
 
equip (a vehicle or device) with a motor to operate or propel it




•
 
a motorized wheelchair.










2.
 
equip (troops) with motor transportation




•
 
three motorized divisions.














II.
 
derivatives





motorization

 
/ˌmōd(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌmōdəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















motor launch






noun




see launch
 2
 .













motorman

 
/ˈmōdərˌman/






noun




the driver of an electric vehicle, especially a streetcar or subway train.













motormouth

 
/ˈmōdərˌmouTH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who talks quickly and incessantly.








II.
 
derivatives





motormouthed

 
/-ˌmouT͟Hd, -ˌmouTHt /

 
motor-mouthed






adjective





















motor nerve






noun




a nerve carrying impulses from the brain or spinal cord to a muscle or gland.














motor neuron






noun




a nerve cell forming part of a pathway along which impulses pass from the brain or spinal cord to a muscle or gland.













motorsailer

 
/ˈmōdərˌsālər/






noun




a boat equipped with both sails and an engine.













motorsport

 
/ˈmōdərˌspôrt/






noun




a sport involving the racing of motor vehicles, especially cars and motorcycles




•
 
they claim drag racing is the most exciting motorsport




•
 (as 
modifier

 
motorsports

 )
 
a first-rate motorsports facility.



















motor vehicle






noun




a road vehicle powered by an internal combustion engine; an automobile.













motor voter law






noun




another name for the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, designed to reverse declining voter registration by allowing voters to register at motor vehicle departments.













motorway

 
/ˈmōdərˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 an expressway.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a wide, fast, easy ski run.













Motown

 
/ˈmōˌtoun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Tamla Motown

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 music released on or reminiscent of the US record label Tamla Motown. The first black-owned record company in the US, Tamla Motown was founded in Detroit in 1959 by Berry Gordy, and was important in popularizing soul music, producing artists such as the Supremes, Stevie Wonder, and Marvin Gaye.




2.
 
informal name for Detroit
 .











– origin

 1960s: shortening of 
Motor Town

 , by association with the car manufacturing industry of Detroit.





Mott, Lucretia

 
/mät/






(1793–1880), US social reformer; full name 
Lucretia Coffin Mott

 . A progressive Quaker minister, she was a highly motivated activist in the cause of abolition, women's rights, and freedom of religion. She wrote 
Discourse on Women

 (1850), and with Elizabeth Cady Stanton she organized the 1848 Seneca Falls women's rights convention.









motte

 
/mät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
mott

 )
 — 

(US)

 a stand of trees, especially in the southwestern US; a grove.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a mound forming the site of a castle or camp.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, ‘mound,’ from Old French 
mote

 (see moat
 ).





mottle

 
/ˈmädl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be mottled

 )


1.
 
mark with spots or smears of color




•
 
the cow's coat was light red mottled with white




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mottled

 )
 
a bird with mottled brown plumage.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an irregular arrangement of spots or patches of color




•
 
the ship was a mottle of khaki and black.










2.
 
(also 
mottling

 )
 — a spot or patch forming part of a mottled arrangement




•
 
the mottles on a trout




•
 
white marble with mottlings of black and gray.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably a back-formation from motley
 .





motto

 
/ˈmädō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short sentence or phrase chosen as encapsulating the beliefs or ideals guiding an individual, family, or institution




•
 
the school motto, “Serve and obey”




•
 
he soon adopted the motto “work hard and play hard.”










2.
 


[Music]

 a phrase that recurs throughout a musical work and has some symbolic significance.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, ‘word.’





motu proprio

 
/ˌmōto͞o ˈprōprēō/





I.
 
noun




an edict issued by the pope personally to the Roman Catholic Church or to a part of it.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘of one's own volition.’





moue

 
/mo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a pouting expression used to convey annoyance or distaste.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, earlier having the sense ‘lip.’





mouflon

 
/ˈmo͞oflän /

 
moufflon





I.
 
noun




a small wild sheep with chestnut-brown wool, found in mountainous country from Iran to Asia Minor. It is the ancestor of the domestic sheep.

[
Ovis orientalis

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
muflone

 .





mouillé

 
/mo͞oˈyā/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) palatalized.











– origin

 French, ‘wetted.’





moulin

 
/mo͞oˈlan/





I.
 
noun




a vertical or nearly vertical shaft in a glacier, formed by surface water percolating through a crack in the ice.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘mill.’





Moulin Rouge

 
/mo͞oˌlan ˈro͞oZH/





I.
 
a cabaret in Montmartre, Paris, a favorite resort of poets and artists around the end of the 19th century. Toulouse-Lautrec immortalized its dancers in his posters.







– origin

 French, literally ‘red windmill.’





Moulmein

 
/ˌmo͞olˈmān, ˌmōlˈmīn/






a port in southeastern Burma (Myanmar); pop. 405,800 (est. 2004).









moulvi

 
/ˈmo͞olvē, ˈmôl- /

 
maulvi
 , molvi





I.
 
noun




a Muslim doctor of law; an imam.











– origin

 from Urdu 
maulvī

 , from Arabic 
mawlawī

 ‘judicial’ (adjective used as a noun), from 
mawlā

 ‘mullah.’





mound1


 
/mound/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded mass projecting above a surface.




2.
 
a raised mass of earth, stones, or other compacted material, sometimes created artificially for purposes of defense or burial.




3.
 
a small hill.




4.
 
(
a mound of/mounds of

 )
 — a large pile or quantity of something




•
 
burying potential problems under mounds of cash.










5.
 
(in full 
pitcher's mound

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 the elevated area from which the pitcher delivers the ball.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heap up into a rounded pile




•
 
mound the pie filling slightly in the center.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 enclose, bound, or fortify with an embankment




•
 
hills that mound the sea.














III.
 
phrases





take the mound








[Baseball]

 (of a pitcher) have a turn at pitching




•
 
Morris will take the mound Tuesday.





















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘enclose with a fence or hedge’): of obscure origin. An early sense of the noun was ‘boundary hedge or fence.’





mound2


 
/mound/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a ball representing the earth, used as part of royal regalia, e.g., on top of a crown, typically of gold and surmounted by a cross.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the world): from Old French 
monde

 , from Latin 
mundus

 ‘world.’






mound builder






noun




another term for megapode
 .













Moundou

 
/ˈmo͞ondo͞o/






a commercial city in southern Chad; pop. 148,500 (est. 2009).









moundsman

 
/ˈmoun(d)zmən/






noun






[Baseball]

 a pitcher.














mount1


 
/mount/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
climb up (stairs, a hill, or other rising surface)




•
 
he mounted the steps to the front door.










2.
 
climb or move up onto (a raised surface)




•
 
the master of ceremonies mounted the platform.










3.
 
get up on (an animal or bicycle) in order to ride it.




4.
 
set (someone) on horseback; provide with a horse




•
 
she was mounted on a white horse.










5.
 
(of a male mammal or bird) get on (a female) for the purpose of copulation.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the blood or its color) rise into the cheeks




•
 
feeling the blush mount in her cheeks, she looked down quickly.










7.
 
organize and initiate (a campaign or other significant course of action)




•
 
the company had successfully mounted takeover bids.










8.
 
establish; set up




•
 
security forces mounted checkpoints at every key road.










9.
 
produce (a play, exhibition, or other artistic event); present for public view or display.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — grow larger or more numerous




•
 
the costs 
mount up

 when you buy a home.










11.
 
(of a feeling) become stronger or more intense




•
 
his anxiety mounted as messages were left unanswered.










12.
 
place or fix (an object) in its operating position




•
 
fluorescent lights are 
mounted on

 the ceiling




•
 
the engine is mounted behind the rear seats.










13.
 
set in or attach to a backing or setting




•
 
the photographs will be mounted and framed.










14.
 
fix (an object for viewing) on a microscope slide.




15.
 


[Computing]

 make (a disk or disk drive) available for use.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a backing or setting on which a photograph, gem, or work of art is set for display.




2.
 
a glass microscope slide for securing a specimen to be viewed.




3.
 


[Philately]

 a clear plastic or paper sleeve used to display a postage stamp.




4.
 
a support for a gun, camera, or similar piece of equipment.




5.
 
a horse being ridden or that is available for riding




•
 
he hung onto his mount's bridle.










6.
 
an opportunity to ride a horse, especially as a jockey




•
 
the jockey's injuries forced him to give up the coveted mount on Cool Ground.














III.
 
phrases





mount guard






keep watch, especially for protection or to prevent escape.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mountable






adjective













2.
 
mounter

 
/ˈmoun(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
munter

 , based on Latin 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain.’





mount2


 
/mount/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mountain or hill (archaic except in place names)




•
 
Mount Etna.










2.
 
any of several fleshy prominences on the palm of the hand regarded in palmistry as signifying the degree of influence of a particular planet




•
 
mount of Mars.

















– origin

 Old English 
munt

 , from Latin 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
mont

 .






mountain

 
/ˈmount(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large natural elevation of the earth's surface rising abruptly from the surrounding level; a large steep hill




•
 
the village is backed by awe-inspiring mountains




•
 
we set off down the mountain




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the ice and snow of a mountain peak.










2.
 
(
mountains

 )
 — a mountainous region characterized by remoteness and inaccessibility




•
 
they sought refuge in the mountains




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mountain

 )
 
his attempt to picture the mountain folk in ridiculous attire.










3.
 
(
a mountain/mountains of

 )
 — a large pile or quantity of something




•
 
a mountain of paperwork.










4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a large surplus stock of a commodity




•
 
this farming produced huge food mountains.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a mountain out of a molehill






see molehill
 .









2.
 
move mountains





a.
 
achieve spectacular and apparently impossible results.




b.
 
make every possible effort




•
 
his fans move mountains to catch as many of his performances as possible.


















III.
 
derivatives





mountainy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
montaigne

 , based on Latin 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain.’






mountain ash

 
/ˈmount(ə)n ˌaSH/






noun



1.
 
a small deciduous tree of the rose family, with compound leaves, white flowers, and red berries.

Also called rowan
 . [Genus 
Sorbus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
S. americana

 .]




2.
 


(Austral.)

 a eucalyptus tree that is widely used for timber.

[Genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species, in particular the very tall 
E. regnans

 .]













mountain avens






noun




a creeping arctic-alpine plant with white flowers and glossy leaves.

See also dryas
 . [
Dryas octopetala

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]














mountain beaver






noun




a burrowing forest-dwelling rodent occurring only in western North America, from British Columbia to California.

Also called sewellel
 . [
Aplodontia rufa

 , the only member of the family 
Aplodontidae

 .]













mountain bike

 
/ˈmount(ə)n ˌbīk/





I.
 
noun




a bicycle with a light sturdy frame, broad deep-treaded tires, and multiple gears, originally designed for riding on mountainous terrain.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mountain biker






noun













2.
 
mountain biking






noun





















mountainboarding

 
/ˈmoun(t)nˌbôrdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or recreational activity of riding a dirtboard down hills and mountains.








II.
 
derivatives





mountainboard






noun





















mountain chain






noun




a connected series of mountains.














mountain cranberry






noun



1.
 
a low-growing evergreen dwarf shrub of the heath family that bears dark red berries and grows in upland habitats in the north.

Also called cowberry
 , lingonberry
 . [
Vaccinium vitis-idaea

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]




2.
 
the edible acid berry of the mountain cranberry plant, which may be used as a cranberry substitute.













mountain dew

 
/ˈmount(ə)n d(y)o͞o/






noun






‹informal›

 illicitly distilled liquor, especially whiskey or rum; moonshine.














mountain dulcimer






noun




see dulcimer
 .













mountaineer

 
/ˌmount(ə)nˈir/






noun



1.
 
a person who takes part in mountaineering.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a person living in a mountainous area.













mountaineering

 
/ˌmount(ə)nˈiriNG/






noun




the sport or activity of climbing mountains.













mountain gem






noun




a green hummingbird found in the upland forests of Central America.

[Genus 
Lampornis

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : several species.]














mountain goat

 
/ˈmount(ə)n ˌɡōt/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Rocky Mountain goat

 )
 — a goat-antelope with shaggy white hair and backward curving horns, living in the Rocky Mountains.

[
Oreamnos americanus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]




2.
 
any goat that lives on mountains, proverbial for agility.














mountain laurel






noun




a North American kalmia that bears clusters of white or pink flowers.

[
Kalmia latifolia

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]














mountain lion

 
/ˈmount(ə)n ˌlīən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for cougar
 .













mountainous

 
/ˈmountənəs/






adjective



1.
 
(of a region) having many mountains.




2.
 
huge




•
 
struggling under mountainous debts.



















mountain range

 
/ˈmount(ə)n ˌrānj/






noun




a line of mountains connected by high ground.














mountain sheep






noun



1.
 
another term for bighorn
 .




2.
 
any sheep that lives on mountains.













mountain sickness

 
/ˈmount(ə)n ˌsiknis/






noun




another term for altitude sickness
 .













mountainside

 
/ˈmount(ə)nˌsīd/






noun




the sloping surface of a mountain.













Mountain State






a nickname for the state of West Virginia
 .









Mountain States






the region of the US that includes states that contain part of the Rocky Mountains. New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, and Montana are generally considered Mountain States.










Mountain time

 
/ˈmount(ə)n tīm/






the standard time in a zone including parts of the US and Canada in or near the Rocky Mountains, specifically.

[● standard time based on the mean solar time at the meridian 105° W., seven hours behind GMT. ● Mountain time during daylight saving time, six hours behind GMT.]









mountaintop

 
/ˈmount(ə)ntäp/






noun




the summit or top part of a mountain.













Mountain View






a city in north central California, near the southern end of San Francisco Bay, part of the Silicon Valley complex; pop. 71,348 (est. 2008).









Mountbatten, Louis

 
/ˌmoun(t)ˈbatn/






1st Earl Mountbatten of Burma (1900–79), British admiral and administrator, uncle of Britain's Prince Philip; full name 
Louis Francis Albert Victor Nicholas Mountbatten

 . He was supreme Allied commander in Southeast Asia 1943–45; after the war, he was the last viceroy 1947 and first governor general of India 1947–48. He was killed by an IRA bomb while on his yacht.









Mount Desert Island






an island in the Atlantic Ocean, in southeastern Maine, site of Bar Harbor and other resorts. Most of the island is in Acadia National Park.









mountebank

 
/ˈmoun(t)əˌbaNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who deceives others, especially in order to trick them out of their money; a charlatan.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person who sold patent medicines in public places.








II.
 
derivatives





mountebankery

 
/-ˌbaNGkərē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
montambanco

 , from the imperative phrase 
monta in banco!

 ‘climb on the bench!’ (with allusion to the raised platform used to attract an audience).





mounted

 
/ˈmoun(t)əd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
riding an animal, typically a horse, especially for military or other duty




•
 
mounted police controlled the crowd.




















Mountie

 
/ˈmoun(t)ē/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.













mounting

 
/ˈmoun(t)iNG/






noun



1.
 
a backing, setting, or support for something




•
 
he pulled the curtain rod from its mounting.










2.
 
the action of mounting something




•
 
the mounting of rapid-fire guns.



















Mount of Olives






the highest point in the range of hills to the east of Jerusalem. It is a holy place for both Judaism and Christianity and is frequently mentioned in the Bible. The Garden of Gethsemane is located nearby.









Mount Pleasant






a town in southeastern South Carolina, a resort on the Atlantic Ocean, east of Charleston; pop. 65,472 (est. 2008).









Mount Vernon

 
/ˌmount ˈvərnən/





I.
 
a city in southeastern New York, north of the Bronx in New York City; pop. 68,653 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an estate in northeastern Virginia, about 15 miles (24 km) from Washington, DC, on a site overlooking the Potomac River. Built in 1743, it was the home of George Washington 1747–99.









mourn

 
/môrn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or show deep sorrow or regret for (someone or their death), typically by following conventions such as the wearing of black clothes




•
 
Isabel mourned her husband




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she had to 
mourn for

 her friends who died in the accident.










2.
 
feel regret or sadness about (the loss or disappearance of something)




•
 
publishers mourned declining sales of hardback fiction.

















– origin

 Old English 
murnan

 , of Germanic origin.





mourner

 
/ˈmôrnər/






noun



1.
 
a person who attends a funeral as a relative or friend of the dead person.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person hired to attend a funeral.




3.
 
any of a number of drab-colored South American tyrant flycatchers and related birds.

[Families 
Tyrannidae

 , 
Pipridae

 , and 
Cotingidae

 : four genera and several species; the classification is uncertain.]













mournful

 
/ˈmôrnfəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling, expressing, or inducing sadness, regret, or grief




•
 
the third boy stared fixedly at me with mournful, basset-hound eyes




•
 
his voice on one track, mournful piano on another.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mournfully

 
/ˈmôrnfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
mournfulness

 
/ˈmôrnfəlnəs /






noun





















mourning

 
/ˈmôrniNG/






noun



1.
 
the expression of deep sorrow for someone who has died, typically involving following certain conventions such as wearing black clothes




•
 
she's still 
in mourning

 after the death of her husband.










2.
 
black clothes worn as an expression of grief when someone dies.













mourning band

 
/ˈmôrniNG band/






noun




a strip of black material that is worn around a person's sleeve as a mark of respect for someone who has recently died.













mourning cloak






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a migratory butterfly with deep purple yellow-bordered wings.

[
Nymphalis antiopa

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]













mourning dove






noun




a North and Central American dove with a long tail, a gray-brown back, and a plaintive call.

[
Zenaida macroura

 , family 
Columbidae

 .]













mourning ring






noun






‹historical›

 a ring worn to remind the wearer of someone who has died.














mouse





I.
 
noun

 — 
/mous /



1.
 
a small rodent that typically has a pointed snout, relatively large ears and eyes, and a long tail.

[Family 
Muridae

 : many genera and numerous species. Also, some species in the families 
Heteromyidae

 , 
Zapodidae

 , and 
Muscardinidae

 .]




2.
 
(in general use) any small mammal similar to a mouse, such as a shrew or vole.




3.
 
a shy, timid, and quiet person.




4.
 
a dull light brown color reminiscent of a mouse's fur




•
 
her blonde hair dulled to mouse.










5.
 
(
pl.

 also mouses)
 — a small handheld device that is dragged across a flat surface to move the cursor on a computer screen, typically having buttons that are pressed to control functions.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a lump or bruise, especially one on or near the eye.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/mouz /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cat or owl) hunt for or catch mice.




2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — prowl around as if searching




•
 
he was mousing among the books of the old library.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — use a mouse to move a cursor on a computer screen




•
 
simply 
mouse over

 any item in the list.














III.
 
derivatives





mouselike






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mūs

 , (plural) 
mȳs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
muis

 and German 
Maus

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin and Greek 
mus

 . / 
usage:

 Is the plural of 
mouse

 in the computing sense 
mice

 or 
mouses

 ? People often feel that this sense needs its own distinctive plural, but in fact the ordinary plural 
mice

 is more common, and the first recorded use of the term in the plural (1984) is 
mice

 .






mousebird

 
/ˈmousbərd/






noun




a small gregarious African bird with mainly drab plumage, a crest, and a long tail.

[Genera 
Colius

 and 
Urocolius

 , family 
Coliidae

 : six species.]














mouse deer






noun




another term for chevrotain
 .














mouse-eared bat






noun




another term for myotis
 .













mouse lemur






noun




a small nocturnal Madagascan lemur with large ears, close-set eyes, and a long tail.

[Genus 
Microcebus

 , family 
Cheirogaleidae

 : three species. See also dwarf lemur
 .]













mouse mat

 
/ˈmous mat /

 
mousemat






noun




British term for mouse pad
 .













mouse opossum






noun




a mouselike opossum with large ears and no marsupial pouch, native to Central and South America.

[Genus 
Marmosa

 , family 
Didelphidae

 : several species.]













mouseover

 
/ˈmousˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
a computer function in which an image or hyperlink can be generated by moving a cursor over a specific point on a web page.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an image or hyperlink that appears when a cursor is moved over a specific point on a web page




•
 
the mouseover ads are annoying.




















mouse pad

 
mousepad






noun




a piece of rigid or slightly resilient material on which a computer mouse is moved.













mouse potato

 
/mous pəˈtādō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who spends large amounts of time operating a computer.











– origin

 1990s: on the pattern of 
couch potato

 .





mouser

 
/ˈmousər/






noun




an animal that catches mice, especially a cat.













mouse-tailed bat






noun




an insectivorous bat with a long mouselike tail, native to Africa and Asia and often found in man-made structures.

[Family 
Rhinopomatidae

 and genus 
Rhinopoma

 : three species.]













mousetrap

 
/ˈmousˌtrap/





I.
 
noun




a trap for catching and usually killing mice, especially one with a spring bar that snaps down onto the mouse when it touches a piece of cheese or other bait attached to the mechanism.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 induce (someone) to do something by means of a trick




•
 
the editor mousetrapped her into giving him an article.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 block (a user's) efforts to exit from a website, usually one to which they have been redirected.








III.
 
phrases





a better mousetrap






an improved version of a well-known item.

[from ‘If a man ... make a better mouse-trap than his neighbour ... the world will make a beaten path to his door,’ attributed to Ralph Waldo Emerson.]

















moussaka

 
/mo͞oˈsäkə ˌmo͞osäˈkä/





I.
 
noun




a Greek dish made of ground lamb, eggplant, and tomatoes, with cheese on top.











– origin

 from Turkish 
musakka

 , based on Arabic.





mousse

 
/mo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet or savory dish made as a smooth light mass with whipped cream and beaten egg white, flavored with chocolate, fish, etc., and typically served chilled




•
 
roulade of sole with a lobster mousse




•
 
dark chocolate mousse.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a mass of tiny bubbles that forms on the top of a glass of champagne or sparkling wine




•
 
the Brut Réserve possesses a wonderful creamy mousse of small, compact bubbles.










3.
 
a light, foamy preparation used for styling hair




•
 
apply a dollop of volumizing mousse to the roots and work it in towards the ends of your hair.




•
 
experiment with different styling products such as mousses and gels.










4.
 
a cosmetic or other skincare product with a foamy consistency




•
 
fragrant shower mousse.










5.
 
(also 
chocolate mousse

 )
 — a brown frothy emulsion of oil and seawater formed by weathering of an oil slick.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
style (hair) using mousse.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, ‘moss or froth.’





mousseline

 
/mo͞osəˈlēn mo͞oˈslēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine, semiopaque fabric similar to muslin, typically made of silk, wool, or cotton.




2.
 
a soft, light mousse.




3.
 
(also 
sauce mousseline

 )
 — hollandaise sauce that has been made frothy with whipped cream or egg white, served mainly with fish or asparagus.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French (see muslin
 ).





mousseron

 
/ˈmo͞osəˌrän/






noun




an edible mushroom with a flattish white cap, pink gills, and a mealy smell.

[
Clitopilus prunulus

 , family 
Agaricaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













mousseux

 
/mo͞oˈsə/





I.
 
adjective




(of wine) sparkling




•
 
vin mousseux.














II.
 
noun




sparkling wine.











– origin

 from French, from 
mousse

 ‘froth.’





Mousterian

 
/mo͞oˈstirēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the main culture of the Middle Paleolithic period in Europe, between the Acheulian and Aurignacian periods (chiefly 80,000–35,000 years ago), and associated with Neanderthal peoples.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Mousterian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Mousterian culture or period.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
moustérien

 , from 
Le Moustier

 , a cave in southwestern France where objects from this culture were found.





mousy

 
/ˈmousē /

 
mousey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a mouse.




2.
 
(of hair) of a dull light brown color.




3.
 
(of a person) nervous, shy, or timid; lacking in presence or charisma




•
 
his mousy sister had become a dynamic journalist.














II.
 
derivatives





mousiness






noun





















Moutan

 
/mo͞oˈtan /

 
Moutan peony





I.
 
noun




a tall shrubby peony with pink or white mottled flowers, native to China and Tibet and the parent of many garden varieties.

[
Paeonia suffruticosa

 , family Paeoniaceae.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Chinese 
mudan

 .






mouth





I.
 
noun

 — 
/mouTH /



1.
 
the opening in the lower part of the human face, surrounded by the lips, through which food is taken in and from which speech and other sounds are emitted.




2.
 
the corresponding opening through which an animal takes in food (at the front of the head in vertebrates and many other creatures), or the cavity behind this.




3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a horse's readiness to feel and obey the pressure of the bit in its mouth




•
 
the horse had a 
hard mouth

 .










4.
 
the character or quality of a wine as judged by its feel or flavor in the mouth (rather than its aroma).




5.
 


‹informal›

 talkativeness; impudence




•
 
you've got more mouth on you than anyone I've ever known.










6.
 
an opening or entrance to a structure that is hollow, concave, or almost completely enclosed




•
 
standing before the mouth of a cave.










7.
 
the opening for filling or emptying something used as a container




•
 
the mouth of the bottle.










8.
 
the muzzle of a gun.




9.
 
the opening or entrance to a harbor or bay




•
 
walking to the mouth of the bay to absorb the view.










10.
 
the place where a river enters the sea.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/mouT͟H /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say (something dull or unoriginal), especially in a pompous or affected way




•
 
this clergyman mouths platitudes in breathy, soothing tones.










2.
 
utter very clearly and distinctly




•
 
she would carefully mouth the right pronunciation.










3.
 
move the lips as if saying (something) or in a grimace




•
 
she mouthed a silent farewell




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Come on,” he mouthed.










4.
 
take in or touch with the mouth




•
 
puppies may mouth each other's collars during play.










5.
 
train the mouth of (a horse) so that it responds to a bit.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a mouth to feed






a person, typically a child, who has to be looked after and fed




•
 
how can they afford another mouth to feed?















2.
 
be all mouth








‹informal›

 tend to talk boastfully without any intention of acting on one's words.









3.
 
keep one's mouth shut








‹informal›

 not say anything, especially not reveal a secret




•
 
would he keep his mouth shut under interrogation?















4.
 
open one's mouth








‹informal›

 say something




•
 
sorry, I'll never open my mouth about you again.















5.
 
watch one's mouth








‹informal›

 be careful about what one says.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





mouth off





a.
 


‹informal›

 talk in an unpleasantly loud and boastful or opinionated way




•
 
he was mouthing off about society in general.










b.
 
(
mouth off at

 )
 — loudly criticize or abuse.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mouther

 
/ˈmouT͟Hər /






noun













2.
 
mouthless

 
/ˈmouTHləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
mūth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
mond

 and German 
Mund

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
mentum

 ‘chin.’





mouth-breather






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.













mouthbrooder

 
/ˈmouTHˌbro͞odər/






noun




a freshwater cichlid fish that protects its eggs (and in some cases its young) by carrying them in its mouth.

[
Sarotherodon

 and other genera, family 
Cichlidae

 .]













mouthed

 
/mouT͟Hd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) having a mouth of a specified kind




•
 
a clown's face, wide-mouthed and laughing.










2.
 
having an opening or entrance of a specified kind




•
 
a shallow, wide-mouthed cave




•
 
a small-mouthed bottle.



















mouthfeel

 
/ˈmouTHfēl/






noun




the physical sensations in the mouth produced by a particular food




•
 
this Cabernet has a dense, tightly woven mouthfeel, with complex, chewy, and velvety tannins.



















mouthful

 
/ˈmouTHˌfo͝ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of food or drink that fills or can be put into the mouth




•
 
he took 
a mouthful of

 beer




•
 
savor the flavor of each mouthful.










2.
 
a long or complicated word or phrase that is difficult to say




•
 
“Galinsoga” was too much of a mouthful for most nonbotanists.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone a mouthful








‹informal›

 talk to or shout at someone in an angry, abusive, or severely critical way.









2.
 
say a mouthful








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 say something noteworthy.

















mouthguard

 
/ˈmouTHɡärd/






noun




a plastic shield held in the mouth by an athlete to protect the teeth and gums.














mouth organ

 
/ˈmouTH ˌôrɡən/






noun




another term for harmonica
 .













mouthpart

 
/ˈmouTHpärt/






noun

 — (usu. 
mouthparts

 )


1.
 


[Zoology]

 any of the appendages, typically found in pairs, surrounding the mouth of an insect or other arthropod and adapted for feeding.













mouthpiece

 
/ˈmouTHˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a thing designed to be put in or against the mouth




•
 
the snorkel's mouthpiece.










2.
 
a part of a musical instrument placed between or against the lips.




3.
 
the part of a telephone for speaking into.




4.
 
the part of a tobacco pipe placed between the lips.




5.
 
a mouthguard.




6.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person or organization that speaks on behalf of another person or organization




•
 
they become nothing more than a mouthpiece for the company.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a lawyer.













mouth-to-mouth

 
/ˌmouTHtəˈmouTH/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a method of artificial respiration in which a person breathes into an unconscious patient's lungs through the mouth




•
 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.














II.
 
noun




mouth-to-mouth respiration.













mouthwash

 
/ˈmouTHˌwôSH/






noun




a liquid used for rinsing the mouth or gargling with, typically containing an antiseptic.













mouthwatering

 
/ˈmouTHˌwôdəriNG/






adjective



1.
 
smelling, looking, or sounding delicious




•
 
a small but mouthwatering collection of recipes.










2.
 
highly attractive or tempting




•
 
investors expected the new boss to tie up some mouthwatering deals.



















mouthy

 
/ˈmouT͟Hē ˈmouTHē/






adjective






‹informal›

 inclined to talk a lot, especially in an impudent way.













mouton

 
/ˈmo͞oˌtän, mo͞oˈtän/





I.
 
noun




sheepskin cut and dyed to resemble beaver fur or sealskin.











– origin

 1950s: from French, literally ‘sheep.’





movable

 
/ˈmo͞ovəb(ə)l /

 
moveable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of being moved




•
 
they stripped the town of all movable objects and fled.










2.
 
(of a feast or festival) variable in date from year to year.

See also movable feast
 .




3.
 


[Law]

 (of property) of the nature of a chattel, as distinct from land or buildings.

Compare with heritable
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
movables

 )


1.
 
property or possessions not including land or buildings.




2.
 
an article of furniture that may be removed from a house, as distinct from a fixture.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
movability

 
/ˌmo͞ovəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
movably

 
/ˈmo͞ovəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
moveir

 ‘to move.’






movable-do

 
/ˌmo͞ovəbəlˈdō /

 


‹Brit.›

 movable-doh






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 denoting a system of solmization (such as tonic sol-fa) in which do is the keynote of any major scale.

Compare with fixed-do
 .














movable feast






noun




a religious feast day that does not occur on the same calendar date each year. The term refers most often to Easter and other Christian holy days whose dates are related to it.













movant

 
/ˈmo͞ovənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who applies to or petitions a court or judge for a ruling in his or her favor.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from move
 + -ant
 .






move

 
/mo͞ov/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go in a specified direction or manner; change position




•
 
she stood up and moved to the door




•
 
he let his eyes move across the rows of faces.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — change the place or position of




•
 
she moved the tray to a side table.










3.
 
change one's place of residence or work




•
 
his family moved to London when he was a child.










4.
 
(of a player) change the position of a piece in a board game




•
 
White has forced his opponent to move




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
if Black moves his bishop, he loses a pawn.










5.
 
change or cause to change from one state, opinion, sphere, or activity to another


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the school moved over to the new course in 1987




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she deftly moved the conversation to safer territory.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — influence or prompt (someone) to do something




•
 
his deep love of music moved him to take lessons with Dr. Hill.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take action




•
 
hard-liners may yet 
move against

 him, but their success might be limited.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provoke a strong feeling, especially of sorrow or sympathy, in




•
 
he was 
moved to tears

 by a get-well message from the president.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 stir up (an emotion) in someone




•
 
he justly moves one's derision.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make progress; develop in a particular manner or direction




•
 
aircraft design had moved forward a long way




•
 
legislators are anxious to 
get things moving

 as soon as possible.










11.
 


‹informal›

 depart; start off




•
 
let's move—it's time we started shopping.










12.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (
move it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to urge or command someone to hurry up




•
 
come on—move it!










13.
 


‹informal›

 go quickly




•
 
Kenny was really moving when he made contact with a tire at the hairpin and flipped over.










14.
 
(with reference to merchandise) sell or be sold


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
despite the high prices, goods are moving




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
She moves more pickups than her male counterparts.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
move in/within

 )
 — spend one's time or be socially active in (a particular sphere) or among (a particular group of people)




•
 
they moved in different circles of friends.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — propose for discussion and resolution at a meeting or legislative assembly




•
 
she intends to move an amendment to the bill




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I beg to move that this House deplores the current economic policies.










17.
 
make a formal request or application to (a court or assembly) for something




•
 
his family 
moved

 the court 
for

 adequate “maintenance expenses” to run the household.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — empty (one's bowels).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a change of place, position, or state




•
 
she made a sudden move toward me




•
 
his eyes followed her every move




•
 
the country's move to independence




•
 
a career move.










2.
 
a change of house or business premises.




3.
 
an action that initiates or advances a process or plan




•
 
my next move is to talk to Matthew.










4.
 
a maneuver in a sport or game.




5.
 
a change of position of a piece in a board game




•
 
that move will put your king in check.










6.
 
a player's turn to make a change of position




•
 
it's your move.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get a move on






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 hurry up.









2.
 
get moving






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make a prompt start (on a journey or an undertaking)




•
 
you're here to work, so get moving.















3.
 
make a move





a.
 
take action




•
 
each army was waiting for the other side to make a move.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 set off; leave somewhere




•
 
I think I'd better be making a move.















4.
 
make a move on (or put the moves on)








‹informal›

 make a proposition to (someone), especially of a sexual nature.









5.
 
move the goalposts






see goalpost
 .









6.
 
move heaven and earth






see heaven
 .









7.
 
move mountains






see mountain
 .









8.
 
move with the times






keep abreast of current thinking or developments.









9.
 
not move a muscle






see muscle
 .









10.
 
on the move





a.
 
in the process of moving from one place or job to another




•
 
it's difficult to contact her because she's always on the move.










b.
 
making progress




•
 
the economy appeared to be on the move.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
move along






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — change to a new position, especially to avoid causing an obstruction




•
 
“Move along, move along,” said the cop.















2.
 
move aside






see move over
 below.









3.
 
move in





a.
 
take possession of a new house or business premises.




b.
 
(
move in with

 )
 — start to share accommodations with (an existing resident).




c.
 
intervene, especially so as to take control of a situation




•
 
this riot could have been avoided had the police moved in earlier.















4.
 
move in on





a.
 
approach, especially so as to take action




•
 
the police moved in on him.










b.
 
become involved with so as to take control of or put pressure on




•
 
the bank did not usually move in on doubtful institutions until they were almost bankrupt.















5.
 
move on (or move someone on)





a.
 
go or cause to leave somewhere, especially because one is causing an obstruction




•
 
the Mounties briskly ordered them to move on.










b.
 
(
move on

 )
 — progress




•
 
ballet has moved on, leaving Russia behind.















6.
 
move out (or move someone out)






leave or cause to leave one's place of residence or work.









7.
 
move over (or aside)





a.
 
adjust one's position to make room for someone else




•
 
Jo motioned to the girls on the couch to move over.










b.
 
relinquish a job or leading position, typically because of being superseded by someone or something more competent or important




•
 
it's time for the film establishment to move aside and make way for a new generation.















8.
 
move up






adjust one's position, either to be nearer or make room for someone else




•
 
there'd be room for me if you'd just move up a bit.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
moveir

 , from Latin 
movere

 .





moveless

 
/ˈmo͞ovləs/






adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 not moving or capable of moving or being moved.













movement

 
/ˈmo͞ovmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of changing physical location or position or of having this changed




•
 
a slight movement of the upper body




•
 
the principle of the free movement of goods between member states.










2.
 
an arrival or departure of an aircraft.




3.
 
(also 
bowel movement

 )
 — an act of defecation.




4.
 
(
movements

 )
 — the activities and whereabouts of someone, especially during a particular period of time




•
 
your movements and telephone conversations are recorded.










5.
 
the general activity or bustle of people or things in a particular place




•
 
the scene was almost devoid of movement.










6.
 
the progressive development of a poem or story




•
 
the novel shows minimal concern for narrative movement.










7.
 
a change or development in something




•
 
movements in the underlying financial markets.










8.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a group of people working together to advance their shared political, social, or artistic ideas




•
 
the labor movement.










9.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a campaign undertaken by a group of people working together




•
 
a 
movement to

 declare war on poverty.










10.
 


[Music]

 a principal division of a longer musical work, self-sufficient in terms of key, tempo, and structure




•
 
the slow movement of his violin concerto.










11.
 
the moving parts of a mechanism, especially a clock or watch.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
movimentum

 , from Latin 
movere

 ‘to move.’





mover

 
/ˈmo͞ovər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing in motion, especially an animal




•
 
this horse is a lovely mover and jumper.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person whose job is to remove and transport furniture from one building, especially a house, to another




•
 
he watched movers load the remaining boxes.










3.
 
a person who makes a formal proposal at a meeting or in an assembly




•
 
movers and seconders rise and give speeches.










4.
 
a person who instigates or organizes something




•
 
she was a key mover in making this successful conference happen.














II.
 
phrases





mover and shaker






a powerful person who initiates events and influences people.

[from 
movers and shakers

 , a phrase from O'Shaughnessy's 
Music & Moonlight

 (1874).]


















movie

 
/ˈmo͞ovē/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a story or event recorded by a camera as a set of moving images and shown in a theater or on television; a motion picture.




2.
 
(
the movies

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a movie theater




•
 
we decided to go to the movies.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 motion pictures generally or the motion-picture industry




•
 
a lifelong love of the movies.



















movie camera






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a camera used to film motion pictures




•
 
early movie cameras were cumbersome.



















movie director






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who controls the making of a film and supervises the actors and technical crew




•
 
Giger's works influenced a generation of movie directors.



















movie film






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 photographic film of the type used to make motion pictures




•
 
each frame resembles a frame in a strip of movie film.



















moviegoer

 
/ˈmo͞ovēˌɡō(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who goes to the movies, especially regularly.








II.
 
derivatives





moviegoing

 
/-ˌɡō-iNG /






noun, adjective





















moviemaker

 
/ˈmo͞ovēˌmākər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who makes motion pictures; a filmmaker.













moviemaking

 
/ˈmo͞oːvēˌmākiNG/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the direction or production of films for movie theaters




•
 
fans of old-style Hollywood moviemaking.



















movie mogul






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who is important and powerful in the film industry




•
 
the party was hosted by movie mogul Harvey Weinstein.



















movieoke

 
/ˌmo͞ovēˈōkē/





I.
 
noun




a form of entertainment, offered typically by bars and clubs, in which people take turns speaking movie dialogue while a subtitled silent version plays in the background.











– origin

 from movie
 + karaoke
 .





movie producer






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making a film




•
 
he is one of the UK's most respected movie producers.




















movie star

 
//






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an actor or actress who is famous for playing leading roles in movies




•
 
she is one of the world's biggest movie stars.



















movie theater

 
/ˈmo͞ovē ˈTHēədər /

 
movie house






noun




a theater where movies are shown for public entertainment.













moving

 
/ˈmo͞oviNG/






adjective



1.
 
[often with 
submodifier

 ]
 — in motion




•
 
a fast-moving river.










2.
 
producing strong emotion, especially sadness or sympathy




•
 
an unforgettable and moving book.










3.
 
relating to the process of changing one's residence




•
 
moving expenses.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 involving a moving vehicle




•
 
tickets for moving violations.



















moving average






noun






[Statistics]

 a succession of averages derived from successive segments (typically of constant size and overlapping) of a series of values.













moving-coil

 
/ˌmo͞oviNGˈkoil/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an electrical device such as a voltmeter or microphone) containing a wire coil suspended in a magnetic field, so that the coil either moves in response to a current or produces a current when it is made to move.













movingly

 
/ˈmo͞oviNGlē/






adverb




in a way that produces strong emotion, especially sadness or sympathy




•
 
his last hours are movingly described in a letter from his son




•
 
she spoke movingly about her ordeal.



















moving picture






noun






‹dated›

 a movie.













moving sidewalk

 


‹Brit.›

 moving pavement






noun




a mechanism resembling a conveyor belt for pedestrians in a place such as an airport.













moving stairway






noun




another term for escalator
 .













moving van






noun




a large truck used to transport the contents of one house (or business establishment) to another.













moving violation






noun






(US)

 a breach of traffic laws which occurs while the driver's vehicle is in motion




•
 
aggressive drivers often commit multiple moving violations.



















moviola

 
/ˌmo͞ovēˈōlə /

 
Moviola
 , movieola





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a device that reproduces the picture and sound of a movie on a small scale, to allow checking and editing.











– origin

 1920s: from movie
 + 
-ola

 (probably from pianola
 ).






mow1


 
/mō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut down (an area of grass) with a machine




•
 
Roger mowed the lawn




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mown

 )
 
the smell of newly mown grass.










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 cut down (grass or a cereal crop) with a scythe or a sickle.








II.
 
phrasal verbs





mow someone down





a.
 
kill someone with a fusillade of bullets or other missiles.




b.
 
recklessly knock someone down with a car or other vehicle.















– origin

 Old English 
māwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
maaien

 , German 
mähen

 ‘mow,’ also to mead
 2
 .






mow2


 
/mou/





I.
 
noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 a stack of hay, grain, or other similar crop




•
 
the hay mow.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 a place in a barn where a stack of hay or grain is put.











– origin

 Old English 
mūga

 ; of unknown ultimate origin; compare with Swedish and Norwegian 
muga

 ‘heap.’





mower

 
/ˈmō(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a machine used for cutting grass




•
 
self-propelled rotary mowers




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
keep mower blades sharp to prevent damage to the grass.










2.
 
a person who cuts grass with a mower




•
 
a retired nurse and mower of lawns.



















mowing

 
/ˈmōiNG/






noun



1.
 
(
mowings

 )
 — loose pieces of grass resulting from mowing.




2.
 


(US)

 a field of grass grown for hay.













MOX

 
/mäks/





I.
 
noun




a type of nuclear fuel designed for use in breeder reactors, consisting of a blend of uranium and plutonium oxides.











– origin

 from 
m(ixed) ox(ides)

 .





moxa

 
/ˈmäksə/





I.
 
noun




a downy substance obtained from the dried leaves of an Asian plant related to mugwort. It is burned on or near the skin in Eastern medicine as a counterirritant.

[The plant is 
Crossostephium artemisioides

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Japanese 
mogusa

 , from 
moe kusa

 ‘burning herb.’





moxibustion

 
/ˌmäksəˈbəsCHən/






noun




(in Eastern medicine) the burning of moxa on or near a person's skin as a counterirritant.













moxie

 
/ˈmäksē /

 
moxy





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 force of character, determination, or nerve




•
 
when you've got moxie, you need the clothes to match.

















– origin

 1930s: from 
Moxie

 , the proprietary name of a soft drink.





Moygashel

 
/ˈmoiɡəSH(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of Irish linen.











– origin

 1930s: named after a village in County Tyrone, Northern Ireland.





Moynihan, Daniel Patrick

 
/ˈmoi-nəˌhan/






(1927–2003), US politician and educator. He taught at various colleges before serving in the US senate 1977–2001 as a Democrat from New York. He wrote 
The Negro Family: The Case for National Action

 (1965).









Mozambican

 
/ˌmōzamˈbēk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Mozambique or its inhabitants




•
 
the beautiful Mozambican coast.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Mozambique, or a person of Mozambican descent




•
 
the majority of Mozambicans live in the countryside.



















Mozambique

 
/ˌmōzamˈbēk/







1.
 
a country on the eastern coast of southern Africa; pop. 21,669,300 (est. 2009); capital, Maputo; languages, Portuguese (official) and Bantu languages.





First visited by Vasco da Gama, Mozambique was colonized by the Portuguese in the early 16th century and became a center of the slave trade in the 17th and 18th centuries. It became an independent republic in 1975, after a ten-year armed struggle by the Frelimo liberation movement; civil war between the Frelimo government and the Renamo opposition followed until a peace agreement was signed in 1992.









Mozambique Channel






an arm of the Indian Ocean that separates the eastern coast of mainland Africa from the island of Madagascar.









Mozarabic

 
/mōˈzerəbik/





I.
 
adjective






‹historical›

 of or relating to the Christian inhabitants of Spain under the Muslim Moorish kings.








II.
 
derivatives





Mozarab

 
/mōˈzerəb /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish 
mozárabe

 (from Arabic 
musta῾rib

 , literally ‘making oneself an Arab’) + -ic
 .





Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus

 
/ˈmōˌtsärt/





I.
 
(1756–91), Austrian composer; full name 
Johann Chrysostom Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

 . A child prodigy, he came to epitomize classical music in its purity of form and melody. He wrote many symphonies, piano concertos, and string quartets, as well as operas, including 
The Marriage of Figaro

 (1786), 
Don Giovanni

 (1787), 
Così fan tutte

 (1790), and 
The Magic Flute

 (1791).




II.
 
derivatives





Mozartian

 
/mōˈtsärtēən /






adjective, noun





















mozo

 
/ˈmōsō, -zō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a male servant or attendant.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘boy.’





mozzarella

 
/ˌmätsəˈrelə/





I.
 
noun




a mild, semisoft white Italian cheese, often used in Italian cooking as a melted topping, especially on pizzas.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
mozza

 , denoting a kind of cheese, from 
mozzare

 ‘cut off.’





mozzetta

 
/mōtˈsetə, mōˈzetə /

 
mozetta





I.
 
noun




a short cape with a hood, worn by the pope, cardinals, and some other ecclesiastics in the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, shortened form of 
almozzetta

 , from medieval Latin 
almucia

 ‘amice’ + the diminutive suffix 
-etta

 .





mp






abbreviation




mezzo piano.













MP

 
/ˌem ˈpē/





I.
 
noun




a Member of Parliament




•
 
less than one percent of Quebec's MPs will be voting against the bill.














II.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
military police.




2.
 
military policeman.













m.p.






abbreviation




melting point.













MP3

 
/ˌemˌpēˈTHrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a means of compressing a sound sequence into a very small file, to enable digital storage and transmission.




2.
 
a file in MP3 format




•
 
technicalities aside, ripping your own MP3s is easy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an MP3 file.

















– origin

 1990s: from MPEG
 + 
Audio Layer-3

 .





MP3 player






noun




a device for playing MP3s or other digital audio files




•
 
it is without doubt the smallest, lightest, and most elegant MP3 player available.



















MPA






abbreviation



1.
 
Master of Public Administration.




2.
 
Master of Public Accounting.













MPC






abbreviation




multimedia personal computer.













MPD






abbreviation




multiple personality disorder.













MPDG






abbreviation




short for manic pixie dream girl
 :




•
 
she is a prototypical MPDG and the movie ultimately treats her as such.



















MPE






abbreviation




Master of Public Education.














MPEG





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 an international standard for encoding and compressing video images.











– origin

 1980s: from 
Motion Pictures Experts Group

 .





mpg

 
/ˌemˌpēˈjē/






abbreviation




miles per gallon (a measurement of a vehicle's rate of fuel consumption).













mph

 
/ˌemˌpēˈāCH/






abbreviation




miles per hour.













MPH






abbreviation




Master of Public Health.













MPhil






abbreviation




Master of Philosophy.













MPLA





I.
 
the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, a Marxist organization founded in the 1950s that emerged as the ruling party in Angola after independence from Portugal in 1975. Once in power, the MPLA fought UNITA and other rival groups for many years.







– origin

 abbreviation of Portuguese 
Movimento Popular de Libertação de Angola

 .





MPV

 
/empēːˈvēː/






abbreviation




multipurpose vehicle, a large vanlike car.














Mr.

 
/ˈmistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title used before a surname or full name to address or refer to a man without a higher or honorific or professional title




•
 
Mr. Robert Smith.










2.
 
used before the name of an office to address a man who holds it




•
 
yes, Mr. President.










3.
 


‹humorous›

 used before an invented surname to imply that someone has a particular characteristic




•
 
Mr. Big-Shot.










4.
 
(often as 
Mister

 )
 — used in the armed forces to address a senior warrant officer, officer cadet, or junior naval officer.











– origin

 late Middle English: originally an abbreviation of master
 1
 ; compare with mister
 1
 .





MRA






abbreviation




Moral Rearmament.













MRBM






abbreviation




medium-range ballistic missile.













Mr. Clean





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a man, especially a public figure, who has an impeccable image, record, or reputation. Sometimes used with 
Miss

 , 
Mrs.

 , or 
Ms.

 when referring to a woman




•
 
he comes up Mr. Clean on the sheets—not even a parking ticket.

















– origin

 from the trademark 
Mr. Clean

 , a brand of household cleaner.





MRE






abbreviation




meal ready to eat (a precooked and prepackaged meal used by military personnel).













MRI

 
/emäːrˈī/






abbreviation




magnetic resonance imaging.













MRIA






abbreviation




Member of the Royal Irish Academy.













mridangam

 
/mriˈdäNGɡəm/





I.
 
noun




a barrel-shaped double-headed drum with one head larger than the other, used in southern Indian music.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Tamil alteration of Sanskrit 
mṛdaṇga

 .





mRNA






abbreviation






[Biology]

 messenger RNA.













Mr. Right






noun






‹informal›

 the ideal future husband




•
 
I expect you're waiting for Mr. Right.




















Mrs.

 
/ˈmisiz ˈmisəs/





I.
 
noun




a title used before a surname or full name to address or refer to a married woman, or a woman who has been married, without a higher or honorific or professional title




•
 
Mrs. Sally Jones.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: abbreviation of mistress
 ; compare with missus
 .





MRSA

 
/ˌemˌärˌesˈā/






abbreviation




methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus

 , a bacterium with antibiotic resistance.













MRS degree

 
/ˌemäˈres dəˌɡrē/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 used to refer to the marriage or engagement of a woman pursuing higher education at a college or university




•
 
many coeds hoped to get their MRS degree before graduation.

















– origin

 1940s: alteration of Mrs.
 to resemble abbreviations for academic degrees such as MBA
 and MS
 2
 .





Mrs. Grundy

 
/ˌmisəz ˈɡrəndē/





I.
 
noun




a person with conventional standards of propriety.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: a person repeatedly mentioned in T. Morton's comedy 
Speed the Plough

 (1798), often in the phrase “What will Mrs. Grundy say?,” which became a popular catchphrase.





MS1


 
/ˌem ˈes/





I.
 
noun




short for multiple sclerosis
 .











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.






MS2


 
/ˌem ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
ms

 )
 — manuscript.




2.
 
Master of Surgery.




3.
 
Master of Science.




4.
 
Mississippi (in official postal use).




5.
 
motor ship.














Ms.

 
/miz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a title used before the surname or full name of any woman regardless of her marital status (a neutral alternative to 
Mrs.

 or 
Miss

 )




•
 
Ms. Sarah Brown.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 used before an invented surname to imply that someone has a particular characteristic




•
 
Ms. Do-Right.

















– origin

 1950s: combination of Mrs.
 and miss
 2
 .





MSB






abbreviation




most significant bit.













MSc

 
/ˌemˌesˈsē/






abbreviation




Master of Science.













MS-DOS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 Microsoft disk operating system.













msec.






abbreviation




millisecond or milliseconds.













Mses.






abbreviation




plural form of Ms.














MSG






abbreviation




monosodium glutamate.













msg.






abbreviation




message.













Msgr






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 Monseigneur.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 Monsignor.













MSgt

 
MSGT






abbreviation




master sergeant.













MSH






abbreviation




melanocyte-stimulating hormone.













MS in LS






abbreviation




Master of Science in Library Science.













m.s.l.

 
MSL






abbreviation




mean sea level.













MSM






abbreviation




mainstream media (as opposed to the blogosphere).













MSN






abbreviation



1.
 


‹trademark›

 Microsoft Network.




2.
 
Master of Science in Nursing.













MSRP






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 manufacturer's suggested retail price.













MSS

 
mss






abbreviation




manuscripts.













MST

 
/ˈˌem ˈˌes ˈtē/






abbreviation




Mountain Standard Time (see Mountain time
 ).













MSTS






abbreviation




Military Sea Transportation Service.













MSW






abbreviation



1.
 
Master of Social Welfare.




2.
 
Master of Social Work.













MSY






abbreviation




maximum sustainable yield.













Mt

 
//





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
the Gospel of Matthew (in biblical references).




2.
 
(
Mt.

 )
 — (in place names) Mount




•
 
Mt. Everest.














II.
 
symbol




the chemical element meitnerium.













MT

 
/ˌemˈtē/






abbreviation



1.
 
machine translation.




2.
 
megaton.




3.
 
(also 
m.t.

 )
 — metric ton.




4.
 
Montana (in official postal use).




5.
 
modified tweet (a retweeted posting on the social media website Twitter in which the original content has been altered in some way).













MTB






abbreviation




mountain bike.













MTBF






abbreviation




mean time between failures, a measure of the reliability of a device or system.













MTF





I.
 
adjective




short for male-to-female
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective):




•
 
MTF transwomen.














II.
 
noun




short for male-to-female
 :




•
 
the consensus is that there are equal numbers of FTMs and MTFs.



















mtg.






abbreviation



1.
 
meeting.




2.
 
mortgage.













mtge.






abbreviation




mortgage.













mtn.






abbreviation




mountain.













M2M






abbreviation



1.
 
machine-to-machine.




2.
 
machine-to-mobile.




3.
 
mobile-to-machine.













mts.

 
Mts.






abbreviation




mountains.













MTV

 

‹trademark›






I.
 
a cable and satellite television channel that broadcasts popular music and promotional music videos.







– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
music television

 .






mu

 
/mo͞o myo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twelfth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Μ

 , 
μ

 ), transliterated as ‘m.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Mu

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the twelfth star in a constellation




•
 
Mu Cassiopeiae.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 relating to muons




•
 
mu particle.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
μ

 )
 — micron.




2.
 
(
μ

 ) [in 
combination

 ]
 — “micro-” in symbols for units




•
 
the recommended daily amount is 750μg.










3.
 
(
μ

 )
 — permeability.













Mubarak, Hosni

 
/mo͝oˈbärək/






(1928–), Egyptian statesman; president 1981–2011; full name 
Muhammad Hosni Said Mubarak

 . He did much to establish closer links among Egypt and other Arab nations, while opposing militant Islamic fundamentalism in Egypt. After failing to subdue a movement of protest against his administration in 2011, he was forced to resign.










much

 
/məCH/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun

 — [often with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]


1.
 
a large amount


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
I did not get much sleep




•
 
I did 
so much

 shopping




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
he does not eat much




•
 
they must bear 
much of

 the blame.










2.
 
[as 
pronoun

 with 
negative

 ]
 — used to refer disparagingly to someone or something as being a poor specimen




•
 
I'm 
not much of a

 gardener.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
to a great extent; a great deal




•
 
did it hurt much?




•
 
thanks 
very much






•
 
they did not mind, much to my surprise




•
 [with 
comparative

 ]
 
they look much better




•
 [with 
superlative

 ]
 
Nicolai's English was much the worst.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — for a large part of one's time; often




•
 
I'm not there much.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as much






the same




•
 
I am sure she would do as much for me.















2.
 
a bit much








‹informal›

 somewhat excessive or unreasonable




•
 
his earnestness can be a bit much.















3.
 
make much of






give or ascribe a significant amount of attention or importance to




•
 
the island can make much of its history as a trading post between Europe and the Arab world.















4.
 
(as) much as






even though




•
 
much as I had enjoyed my adventure, it was good to be back.















5.
 
much less






see less
 .









6.
 
so much the better (or worse)






that is even better (or worse)




•
 
we want to hear what you have to say, but if you can make it short, so much the better.















7.
 
this much






the fact about to be stated




•
 
I know this much, you would defy the world to get what you wanted.















8.
 
too much






an intolerable, impossible, or exhausting situation or experience




•
 
the effort proved 
too much for

 her.


















IV.
 
derivatives





muchly

 
/ˈməCHlē /






adverb




(
 — 

‹humorous›





















– origin

 Middle English: shortened from 
muchel

 , from Old English 
micel

 (see mickle
 ).





muchacha

 
/mo͞oˈCHäCHə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 (in Spanish-speaking regions) a young woman.











– origin

 Spanish, feminine of 
muchacho

 (see muchacho
 ).






muchacho

 
/mo͞oˈCHäCHō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a young man.











– origin

 Spanish.





muchness

 
/ˈməCHnəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
greatness in quantity or degree




•
 
this romantic muchness can be overlooked in a story that has a good deal to say.














II.
 
phrases





(much) of a muchness








‹informal›

 very similar




•
 
to the untrained eye, anything to do with railroad memorabilia seems much of a muchness.























mucho

 
/ˈmo͞oCHō /

 

‹informal, humorous›






I.
 
determiner




much or many




•
 
that caused me mucho problems.














II.
 
adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
very




•
 
he was being mucho macho.

















– origin

 Spanish.





mucilage

 
/ˈmyo͞os(ə)lij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a viscous secretion or bodily fluid.




2.
 
a polysaccharide substance extracted as a viscous or gelatinous solution from plant roots, seeds, etc., and used in medicines and adhesives.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an adhesive solution; gum or glue.








II.
 
derivatives





mucilaginous

 
/ˌmyo͞osəˈlaj(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from late Latin 
mucilago

 ‘musty juice,’ from Latin 
mucus

 (see mucus
 ).





mucin

 
/ˈmyo͞osən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a glycoprotein constituent of mucus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from mucus
 + -in
 1
 .





mucinous

 
/ˈmyo͞osənəs/






adjective




of, relating to, or covered with mucus.














muck

 
/mək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
dirt, rubbish, or waste matter




•
 
I'll just clean the muck off the windshield.










2.
 
farmyard manure, widely used as fertilizer.




3.
 


‹informal›

 something regarded as worthless, sordid, or corrupt




•
 
the muck that passes for music in the pop charts.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
muck up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 mishandle (a job or situation); spoil (something)




•
 
she had mucked up her first few weeks at college.










2.
 
(
muck out

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 remove (manure and other dirt) from a horse's stable or other animal's dwelling.




3.
 


‹rare›

 spread manure on (land).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as common as muck








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 of low social status.









2.
 
make a muck of








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 handle incompetently




•
 
it's useless now that they've made a muck of it.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





muck about/around





a.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 behave in a silly or aimless way, especially by wasting time when serious activity is expected




•
 
he spent his summers mucking about in boats.










b.
 
(
muck about/around with

 )
 — spoil (something) by interfering with it




•
 
they did not want designers mucking about with their newspapers.





















– origin

 Middle English 
muk

 , probably of Scandinavian origin: compare with Old Norse 
myki

 ‘dung,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘soft,’ shared by meek
 .





mucker

 
/ˈməkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a rough or coarse person.




2.
 
a person who removes dirt and waste, especially from stables.











– origin

 Middle English: 
sense

 2 from muck
 + -er
 1
 ; 
sense

 1 is probably from German 
Mucker

 ‘sulky person.’





muckety-muck

 
/ˌməkədēˈmək /

 
mucky-muck
 , muck-a-muck





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person of great importance or self-importance




•
 
a big Hollywood muckety-muck.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Chinook Jargon, shortening of high muck-a-muck
 .





muckraking

 
/ˈməkˌrākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of searching out and publicizing scandalous information about famous people in an underhanded way




•
 
candidacy was threatened by her opponent's muckraking




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a muckraking journalist.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
muckrake

 
/ˈməkˌrāk /






verb













2.
 
muckraker

 
/ˈməkˌrākər /






noun



















– origin

 coined by President T. Roosevelt in a speech (1906) alluding to Bunyan's 
Pilgrim's Progress

 and the man with the 
muck rake

 .





muck sweat






noun






‹informal›

 a state of perspiring profusely




•
 
I arrived in a muck sweat.



















mucky

 
/ˈməkē/





I.
 
adjective




covered with or consisting of dirt or filth




•
 
guests carried their food on trays to mucky tables.














II.
 
derivatives





muckiness

 
/ˈməkēnəs /






noun





















muco-

 
/ˈmyo͞okō/






combining form






[Biochemistry]

 representing mucus
 .













mucoid

 
/ˈmyo͞okoid/






adjective




of, involving, resembling, or of the nature of mucus.














mucopolysaccharide

 
/ˌmyo͞okōˌpälēˈsakərīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 former term for glycosaminoglycan
 .













mucosa

 
/myo͞oˈkōzə/





I.
 
noun




a mucous membrane




•
 
the intestinal mucosa.














II.
 
derivatives





mucosal






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of 
mucosus

 (see mucous
 ).






mucous

 
/ˈmyo͞okəs/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, producing, covered with, or of the nature of mucus.








II.
 
derivatives





mucosity

 
/ˌmyo͞oˈkäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
mucosus

 (see mucus
 ).





mucous membrane

 
/ˈˌmyo͞okəs ˈmemˌbrān/






noun




an epithelial tissue that secretes mucus and that lines many body cavities and tubular organs including the gut and respiratory passages.













mucro

 
/ˈmyo͞okrō/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a short sharp point at the end of a part or organ.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘sharp point.’





mucronate

 
/ˈmyo͞okrənət/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 ending abruptly in a short sharp point or mucro.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
mucronatus

 , from 
mucro

 , 
mucron-

 ‘point.’






mucus

 
/ˈmyo͞okəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slimy substance, typically not miscible with water, secreted by mucous membranes and glands for lubrication, protection, etc.




2.
 
a gummy substance found in plants; mucilage.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin.






mud

 
/məd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soft, sticky matter resulting from the mixing of earth and water.




2.
 
information or allegations regarded as damaging, typically concerned with corruption




•
 
they are trying to 
sling mud

 at me to cover up their defeat.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as clear as mud








‹informal›

 not at all easy to understand.









2.
 
drag someone through the mud






slander or denigrate someone publicly.









3.
 
here's mud in your eye!








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used to express friendly feelings toward one's companions before drinking.









4.
 
one's name is mud








‹informal›

 one is in disgrace or unpopular




•
 
if you forget their birthdays, your name is mud.





















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Low German 
mudde

 .





MUD

 
/məd/





I.
 
noun




a computer-based text or virtual reality game that several players play at the same time, interacting with each other as well as with characters controlled by the computer.











– origin

 1980s: from 
multiuser dungeon

 or 
multiuser dimension

 .





Mudanjiang

 
/ˈmo͞oˈdänˈjyäNG/






a city in Heilongjiang province, in northeastern China, on the Mudan River, southeast of Harbin; pop. 649,200 (est. 2006).









mudbank

 
/ˈmədbaNGk/






noun




a bank of mud on the bed of a river or the bottom of the sea.













mud bath

 
/ˈmədbaTH/






noun



1.
 
a bath in the mud of mineral springs, taken especially for therapeutic purposes, such as to relieve rheumatic ailments, or as part of a beauty treatment.




2.
 
a muddy place.













mud brick






noun




a brick made from baked mud


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
mud-brick houses.



















mudbug

 
/ˈmədˌbəɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a freshwater crayfish.













mud-caked






adjective




covered or encrusted with mud




•
 
wet, mud-caked socks.



















mud dauber






noun




a solitary wasp that builds a mud nest typically consisting of a series of tubelike cells on an exposed surface.

[Several genera in the family 
Sphecidae

 .]













mudder

 
/ˈmədər/






noun




a horse that runs well in wet or muddy conditions.













muddle

 
/ˈmədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring into a disordered or confusing state




•
 
they were 
muddling up

 the cards.










2.
 
confuse (a person or their thoughts)




•
 
I do not wish to muddle him by making him read more books.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — busy oneself in a confused and ineffective way




•
 
he was muddling about in the kitchen.










4.
 
mix (a drink) or stir (an ingredient) into a drink.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an untidy and disorganized state or collection




•
 
a muddle of French, English, Ojibwa, and a dash of Gaelic




•
 
the finances were 
in a muddle

 .










2.
 
a mistake arising from or resulting in confusion




•
 
a bureaucratic muddle.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
muddle through






cope more or less satisfactorily despite lack of expertise, planning, or equipment




•
 
we don't have an ultimate ambition; we just muddle through.















2.
 
muddle something up






confuse two or more things with each other




•
 
at the time, archaeology was commonly muddled up with paleontology.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
muddlingly

 
/ˈmədliNGlē, ˈmədl-iNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
muddly

 
/ˈmədlē, ˈmədl-ē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘wallow in mud’): perhaps from Middle Dutch 
moddelen

 , frequentative of 
modden

 ‘dabble in mud’; compare with mud
 . The sense ‘confuse’ was initially associated with alcoholic drink (late 17th cent.), giving rise to ‘busy oneself in a confused way’ and ‘jumble up’ (mid 19th cent).





muddled

 
/ˈmədld/






adjective




in a state of bewildered or bewildering confusion or disorder




•
 
misplaced suggestions and muddled thinking.



















muddle-headed

 
/ˌmədlˈhedəd /

 
muddleheaded





I.
 
adjective




mentally disorganized or confused




•
 
a muddle-headed idealist with utopian views.














II.
 
derivatives





muddle-headedness






noun





















muddler

 
/ˈmədlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who creates muddles, especially because of a disorganized method of thinking or working.




2.
 
(also 
muddler minnow

 )
 — a type of fly used in trout fishing.




3.
 
a stick used to stir mixed drinks.













muddy

 
/ˈmədē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered in or full of mud




•
 
they changed their muddy boots




•
 
it was very muddy underfoot.










2.
 
(of a color) dull and dirty-looking




•
 
the original colors were blurred into muddy pink and yellow.










3.
 
(of a sound, especially in music) not clearly defined




•
 
an awful muddy sound that renders his vocal incoherent.










4.
 
confused, vague, or illogical




•
 
some sentences are so muddy that their meaning can only be guessed.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become covered in or full of mud




•
 
the linoleum floor was muddied




•
 (as 
adj.

 
muddied

 )
 
cold, muddied feet.










2.
 
make (something) hard to perceive or understand




•
 
the first year's results muddy rather than clarify the situation.














III.
 
phrases





muddy the waters






make an issue or a situation more confusing by introducing complications.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
muddily

 
/ˈmədəlē /






adverb













2.
 
muddiness

 
/ˈmədēnəs /






noun





















Mudéjar

 
/mo͞oˌdāˈKHär/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or denoting a partly Gothic, partly Islamic style of architecture and art prevalent in Spain in the 12th to 15th centuries.




2.
 
of or relating to Muslim subjects of Christian monarchs during the reconquest of the Iberian peninsula from the Moors (11th–15th centuries).








II.
 
noun




a subject Muslim during the Christian reconquest of the Iberian peninsula from the Moors who, until 1492, was allowed to retain Islamic laws and religion in return for loyalty to a Christian monarch.











– origin

 via Spanish from Arabic 
mudajjan

 ‘allowed to stay.’





mudfish

 
/ˈmədˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of elongated fish that are able to survive long periods of drought by burrowing in the mud.

[● a New Zealand fish (genus 
Neochanna

 , family 
Galaxiidae

 ). ● an African lungfish (
Protopterus annectens

 , family 
Protopteridae

 ).]




2.
 
another term for bowfin
 .













mud flap

 
/ˈmədˌflap /

 
mudflap






noun




a flap that hangs behind the wheel of a vehicle and is designed to prevent water, mud, and stones thrown up from the road from hitting the bodywork of the vehicle or any following vehicles.














mudflat

 
/ˈmədˌflat /

 
mud flat






noun

 — (usu. 
mudflats

 )


1.
 
a stretch of muddy land left uncovered at low tide.













mudflow

 
/ˈmədflō/






noun




a fluid or hardened stream or avalanche of mud.













mudguard

 
/ˈmədˌɡärd/






noun




a curved strip or cover over a wheel of a vehicle, especially a bicycle or motorcycle, designed to the protect the vehicle and rider from water and dirt thrown up from the road.













mudlark

 
/ˈmədlärk /

 
mudlarker






noun



1.
 
a person who scavenges in river mud for objects of value.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a street urchin.













mudminnow

 
/ˈmədˌminō/






noun




a small stout-bodied freshwater fish of both Eurasia and North America, able to survive low concentrations of oxygen and very low temperatures.

[Genus 
Umbra

 , family 
Umbridae

 : several species.]













mudpack

 
/ˈmədˌpak/






noun




a paste of fuller's earth or a similar substance, applied thickly to the face to improve the condition of the skin.













mud pie

 
mudpie






noun



1.
 
mud made into a pie shape by a child.




2.
 
short for Mississippi mud pie
 .




3.
 


(US)

 any of a variety of similar desserts, typically with a chocolate cookie crust, an ice cream filling and a chocolate sauce topping.













mudpuppy

 
/ˈmədˌpəpē/






noun




a large aquatic salamander of the eastern US, reaching sexual maturity while retaining an immature body form with feathery external gills.

[
Necturus maculosus

 , family 
Proteidae

 . Compare with waterdog
 .]













mudra

 
/məˈdrä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symbolic hand gesture used in Hindu and Buddhist ceremonies and statuary, and in Indian dance.




2.
 
a movement or pose in yoga.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
mudrā

 ‘sign or token.’





mudroom

 
/ˈmədˌro͞om, ˈmədˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small room or entryway where footwear and outerwear can be removed before entering a house




•
 
a proper mudroom would be far more useful; somewhere to take off wet coats, to air clothes, for dogs to sleep in.



















mud run






noun




an event in which participants negotiate a course consisting of various obstacles, many of which are filled or covered with mud




•
 
the two-mile mud run features a six-foot wall, 50 old tires, mud-soaked tubes, a set of balance beams, and a mud pit.



















mudskipper

 
/ˈmədˌskipər/






noun




a goby (fish) with its eyes on raised bumps on top of the head, found in mangrove swamps from East Africa to Australia. It moves around on land with great agility, often basking on mud or mangrove roots.

[
Periopthalmodon

 and related genera, family 
Gobiidae

 : several species, including the common and widespread 
P. schlosseri

 (or 
barbarus

 ).]













mudslide

 
/ˈmədˌslīd/






noun




a mass of mud and other earthy material that is falling or has fallen down a hillside or other slope.













mudslinging

 
/ˈmədˌsliNGiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the use of insults and accusations, especially unjust ones, with the aim of damaging the reputation of an opponent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mudsling

 
mud-sling






verb













2.
 
mudslinger

 
/ˈmədˌsliNGər /

 
mud-slinger






noun





















mudstone

 
/ˈmədˌstōn/






noun




a dark sedimentary rock formed from consolidated mud and lacking the laminations of shale.













mud turtle






noun




any of a number of drab-colored freshwater turtles that often crawl onto mudbanks, in particular

[● an American turtle with scent glands that produce an unpleasant odor (genus 
Kinosternon

 , family 
Kinosternidae

 ). ● an African side-necked turtle (genus 
Pelusios

 , family 
Pelomedusidae

 ). ● an Asian soft-shell (genera 
Lissemys

 and 
Pelochelys

 , family 
Trionychidae

 ).]













Mudville

 
/ˈmədvil/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 used allusively to designate the world of baseball, often with reference to a particular team and the disappointment felt after an unexpected loss




•
 
the Astros aren't exactly the Yankees, and the unbridled joy here in Mudville South was short-lived.

















– origin

 from the fictional locality in the 1888 poem 
Casey at the Bat

 , written by Ernest L. Thayer (1863–1940).





mud volcano






noun




a small vent or fissure in the ground discharging hot mud.













Muenster

 
/ˈmənstər /

 
muenster
 , Munster
 , munster





I.
 
noun




a mild, semisoft cheese made from whole milk.











– origin

 for 
Munster

 , a town in the Alsace region of France.





muesli

 
/ˈmyo͞ozlē ˈmyo͞oslē/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of cereals (especially rolled oats), dried fruit, and nuts, typically eaten with milk at breakfast.











– origin

 Swiss German.






muezzin

 
/m(y)o͞oˈezən/





I.
 
noun




a man who calls Muslims to prayer from the minaret of a mosque.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: dialect variant of Arabic 
mu'aḏḏin

 , active participle of
'aḏḏana

 ‘proclaim.’





muff1


 
/məf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tube made of fur or other warm material into which the hands are placed for warmth.




2.
 
a warm or protective covering for other parts of the body.




3.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Dutch 
mof

 , Middle Dutch 
muffel

 , from medieval Latin 
muff(u)la

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





muff2


 
/məf /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
handle (a situation, task, or opportunity) clumsily or badly




•
 
the administration muffed several of its biggest projects




•
 
the catcher muffed a perfect throw home.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mistake or failure, especially a failure to catch or receive a ball cleanly.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who is awkward or stupid, especially in relation to a sport or manual skill.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





muff diver





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a person who performs cunnilingus.








II.
 
derivatives





muff-diving






noun





















muffin

 
/ˈməfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small domed cake or quick bread made from batter or dough




•
 
blueberry muffins.










2.
 
short for English muffin
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





muffin pan






noun




a pan with cylindrical indentations used for baking cupcakes or muffins.













muffin top






noun






‹informal›

 a roll of fat visible above the top of a pair of women's tight-fitting low-waisted pants.













muffle

 
/ˈməfəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrap or cover for warmth




•
 
on a chair by the far wall, muffled in an absurd overcoat.










2.
 
cover or wrap up (a source of sound) to reduce its loudness


(as 
adj.

 
muffled

 )


•
 
the soft beat of a muffled drum.










3.
 
make (a sound) quieter or less distinct




•
 
his voice was muffled.










4.
 
restrain or conceal (someone) with wrappings




•
 
the boy was bound and muffled.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a receptacle in a furnace or kiln in which things can be heated without contact with combustion products.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): perhaps a shortening of Old French 
enmoufler

 ; the noun (mid 17th cent.) from Old French 
moufle

 ‘thick glove.’





muffled

 
/ˈməf(ə)ld/






adjective




(of a sound) not loud because of being obstructed in some way; muted




•
 
they heard the sounds of muffled voices.



















muffler

 
/ˈməf(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a scarf or wrap worn around the neck and face for warmth.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a part of a motor vehicle's exhaust system, serving to muffle the sound of the vehicle.




3.
 
a device used to deaden the sound of a drum, bell, piano, or other instrument.














mufti1


 
/ˈməftē/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim legal expert who is empowered to give rulings on religious matters.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Arabic 
muftī

 , active participle of 
'aftā

 ‘decide a point of law.’





mufti2


 
/ˈməftē/





I.
 
noun




plain clothes worn by a person who wears a uniform for their job, such as a soldier or police officer




•
 
I was a flying officer 
in mufti

 .

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps humorously from mufti
 1
 .






mug1


 
/məɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large cup, typically cylindrical and with a handle and used without a saucer.




2.
 
the contents of a mug




•
 
a large 
mug of

 tea vanished in a single gulp.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's face.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a hoodlum or thug.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or gullible person.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attack and rob (someone) in a public place




•
 
he was mugged by three men who stole his bike.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make faces, especially silly or exaggerated ones, before an audience or a camera




•
 
he mugged for the camera.














III.
 
phrases





a mug's game








‹informal›

 an activity in which it is foolish to engage because it is likely to be unsuccessful or dangerous




•
 
playing with drugs is a mug's game.


















IV.
 
derivatives





mugful

 
/ˈməɡˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots and northern English, denoting an earthenware bowl): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian 
mugge

 , Swedish 
mugg

 ‘pitcher with a handle.’





mug2


 
/məɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
mug something up

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 learn or review a subject as much as possible in a short time; cram




•
 
I'm constantly having to mug up things ahead of teaching them




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we had 
mugged up on

 all things Venetian before the start of the course.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Mugabe, Robert

 
/mo͞oˈɡäbē/






(1924–), Zimbabwean statesman; prime minister 1980–87 and president 1987–; full name 
Robert Gabriel Mugabe

 .










Muganda

 
/mo͞oˈɡändə/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Baganda people of the kingdom of Buganda, now forming part of Uganda.











– origin

 Luganda 
muganda

 , from 
mu-

 singular prefix + 
ganda

 (see Ganda
 ). Compare Baganda
 , Luganda
 .






mugger1


 
/ˈməɡər/






noun




a person who attacks and robs another in a public place.













mugger2


 
/ˈməɡər/





I.
 
noun




a large short-snouted Indian crocodile, venerated by many Hindus.

[
Crocodylus palustris

 , family 
Crocodylidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hindi 
magar

 .






mugging

 
/ˈməɡiNG/






noun




an act of attacking and robbing someone in a public place




•
 
he was the victim of a brutal mugging.



















muggins

 
/ˈməɡinz/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a foolish and gullible person (often used humorously to refer to oneself)




•
 
muggins has volunteered to do the catering.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps a use of the surname 
Muggins

 , with allusion to mug
 1
 .





muggle

 
/ˈməɡəl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is not conversant with a particular activity or skill




•
 
this video game won't appeal to muggles.

















– origin

 1990s: from mug
 1
 + -le
 2
 ; used in the 
Harry Potter

 books by J. K. Rowling to mean ‘a person without magical powers.’





Muggletonian

 
/ˌməɡəlˈtōnēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of a small Christian sect founded in England 
c.

 1651 by Lodowicke Muggleton (1609–98) and John Reeve (1608–58), who claimed to be the two witnesses mentioned in the book of Revelation (Rev. 11:3–6). Despite many eccentric doctrines, the sect survived into the late 19th century.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Muggletonians.













muggy

 
/ˈməɡē/





I.
 
adjective




(of the weather) unpleasantly warm and humid.








II.
 
derivatives





mugginess

 
/ˈməɡēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from dialect 
mug

 ‘mist, drizzle,’ from Old Norse 
mugga

 .





mug shot

 
mugshot






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a photograph of a person's face made for an official purpose, especially police records.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 any photograph of a person's face.













mugwort

 
/ˈməɡˌwərt ˈməɡˌwôrt/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family, with aromatic divided leaves that are dark green above and whitish below, native to north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Artemisia

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the common 
A. vulgaris

 , which has long been connected with magic and superstition.]











– origin

 Old English 
mucgwyrt

 (see midge
 , wort
 ).





mugwump

 
/ˈməɡˌwəmp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who remains aloof or independent, especially from party politics.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Algonquian 
mugquomp

 ‘great chief.’






Muhammad

 
/mo͝oˈhäməd /

 
Mohammed






(
c.

 570–632), Arab prophet and founder of Islam. In 
c.

 610, in Mecca, he received the first of a series of revelations that, as the Koran, became the doctrinal and legislative basis of Islam. In the face of opposition to his preaching, he and his small group of supporters were forced to flee to Medina in 622 (the Hegira). Muhammad led his followers into a series of battles against the Meccans. In 630, Mecca capitulated and by his death Muhammad had united most of Arabia.









Muhammad, Elijah

 
/məˈhäməd/






(1897–1975), US activist; born 
Elijah Poole

 . He directed the growth of the Black Muslim movement from 1934 and advocated black separatism.









Muhammad Ahmad

 
/ˈaməd, ˈäm-/






see Mahdi
 .









Muhammad Ali1


 
/mōˈhäməd äˈlē, -ˈham-/






(1769–1849), Ottoman viceroy and pasha of Egypt 1805–49. He modernized Egypt's infrastructure, making it a leading power and established a dynasty that survived until 1952.









Muhammad Ali2


 
/mo͝oˌhaməd äˈlē mo͞oˌhäməd äˈlē/






(1942–), US boxer; born 
Cassius Marcellus Clay

 . He won the world heavyweight title in 1964, 1974, and 1978, becoming the only boxer to be world heavyweight champion three times. After converting to Islam and changing his name, he was stripped of his title for refusing army service on conscientious objector grounds. This decision was overturned by the US Supreme Court in 1976, and his title was reinstated.









Muhammadan

 
/mo͝oˈhämədən /

 
Mohammedan





I.
 
noun, adjective




archaic term for Muslim
 (not favored by Muslims).








II.
 
derivatives





Muhammadanism

 
/mōˈhämədnˌizəm mōˈhämədəˌnizəm məˈhämədnˌizəm məˈhämədəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from the name of the prophet 
Muhammad

 (see Muhammad
 ), + -an
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at Muslim
 .





Muharram

 
/mo͞oˈhärəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the first month of the year in the Islamic calendar.




2.
 
an annual celebration during Muharram commemorating the death of Husayn, grandson of Muhammad, and his retinue.











– origin

 from Arabic 
muḥarram

 ‘inviolable.’





Muir, John

 
/myo͝or/






(1838–1914), US naturalist, born in Scotland. An early advocate of wilderness preservation, he founded the Sierra Club in 1892.









mujahideen

 
/ˌmo͞ojəhiˈdēn /

 
mujahedin
 , mujahidin





I.
 
plural noun




guerrilla fighters in Islamic countries, especially those who are fighting against non-Muslim forces.











– origin

 from Persian and Arabic 
mujāhidīn

 , colloquial plural of 
mujāhid

 , denoting a person who fights a jihad.





Mujibur Rahman

 
/ˈmo͝ojiˌbo͝or ˈräKHmən, ˈräKHˌmän/






(1920–75), Bangladeshi statesman; first prime minister of independent Bangladesh 1972–75 and president 1975; known as 
Sheikh Mujib

 . After failing to establish parliamentary democracy as prime minister, he assumed dictatorial powers in 1975. He and his family were assassinated in a military coup.









mujtahid

 
/mo͞ojˈtähid/





I.
 
noun






[Islam]

 a person accepted as an original authority in Islamic law. Such authorities continue to be recognized in the Shia tradition, but Sunni Muslims accord this status only to the great lawmakers of early Islam.











– origin

 Persian, from Arabic, active participle of 
ijtahada

 ‘strive.’





Mukalla

 
/mo͞oˈkalə/






a port on the southern coast of Yemen, in the Gulf of Aden; pop. 182,500 (est. 2004).










Mukden

 
/ˈmo͝okdən/






former name for Shenyang
 .









mukhtar

 
/ˈmo͝oktär/





I.
 
noun




(in Turkey and some Arab countries) the head of local government of a town or village.











– origin

 from Arabic 
muḵtār

 , passive participle of 
iḵtāra

 ‘choose.’





mukluk

 
/ˈməkˌlək/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a high, soft boot that is worn in the American Arctic and is traditionally made from sealskin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Yupik 
maklak

 ‘bearded seal.’





muktuk

 
/ˈməkˌtək/





I.
 
noun




the skin and blubber of a whale, typically the narwhal or the beluga, used as food by the Inuit.











– origin

 from Inuit 
maktak

 .





mulatto

 
/m(y)o͝oˈlädō /

 

‹dated offensive›






I.
 
noun




a person of mixed white and black ancestry, especially a person with one white and one black parent.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
mulato

 , from Arabic 
muwallad

 ‘person of mixed race.’





mulberry

 
/ˈməlˌberē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
mulberry tree

 or 
bush

 )
 — a small deciduous tree with broad leaves, native to East Asia and long cultivated elsewhere.

[Genus 
Morus

 , family 
Moraceae

 , in particular the 
white mulberry

 (
M. alba

 ), originally grown for feeding silkworms, and the 
black mulberry

 (
M. nigra

 ), grown for its fruit. See also paper mulberry
 .]




2.
 
the dark red or white loganberrylike fruit of the mulberry tree.




3.
 
a dark red or purple color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a mulberry carpet.

















– origin

 Old English 
mōrberie

 , from Latin 
morum

 + berry
 ; related to Dutch 
moerbezie

 and German 
Maulbeere

 .





mulch

 
/məlCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a material (such as decaying leaves, bark, or compost) spread around or over a plant to enrich or insulate the soil.




2.
 
an application of mulch




•
 
regular mulches keep down annual weeds.














II.
 
verb




treat or cover with mulch.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from dialect 
mulch

 ‘soft’ used as a noun, from Old English 
melsc

 , 
mylsc

 .





mulct

 
/məlkt /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extract money from (someone) by fine or taxation




•
 
no government dared propose to mulct the taxpayer for such a purpose.










2.
 
(
mulct someone of

 )
 — deprive someone of (money or possessions) by fraudulent means




•
 
he mulcted Shelly of $75,000.














II.
 
noun




a fine or compulsory payment.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
mulctare

 , 
multare

 , from 
mulcta

 ‘a fine.’





Muldoon, Sir Robert

 
/məlˈdo͞on/






(1921–92), New Zealand statesman; prime minister 1975–84; full name 
Sir Robert David Muldoon

 . His premiership was marked by domestic measures to tackle low economic growth and high inflation.









mule1


 
/myo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the offspring of a donkey and a horse (strictly, a male donkey and a female horse), typically sterile and used as a beast of burden.

Compare with hinny
 .




2.
 
a person compared to a mule, especially in being stubborn or obstinate.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a courier for illegal drugs.




4.
 
a small tractor or locomotive, typically one that is electrically powered.




5.
 
a hybrid plant or animal, especially a sterile one.




6.
 
any of several standard crossbred varieties of sheep.




7.
 
(also 
spinning mule

 )
 — a kind of spinning machine producing yarn on spindles, invented by Samuel Crompton (1753–1827) in 1779.




8.
 
a coin with the obverse and reverse of designs not originally intended to be used together.











– origin

 Old English 
mūl

 , probably of Germanic origin, from Latin 
mulus

 , 
mula

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
mule

 .





mule2


 
/myo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a slipper or light shoe without a back.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, ‘slipper.’





mule deer






noun




a western North American deer with large ears. The mule deer of the Rocky Mountains has a black tipped tail; the subspecies of the northwest Pacific coast (
blacktail deer

 ) has a tail with a blackish upper side.

[
Odocoileus hemionus

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]













mule ears






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sunflowerlike composite plant of the western US, with large oval leaves.

[Genus 
Wyethia

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the yellow-flowered 
gray mule ears

 (
W. helenioides

 ), with gray-haired leaves and very large bracts, and the white-flowered 
white mule ears

 (
W. helianthoides

 ).]













muleta

 
/myo͞oˈlādə/





I.
 
noun




a small red cape fixed to a stick, employed by a matador to guide the bull during a bullfight.











– origin

 Spanish.





muleteer

 
/ˌmyo͞oləˈtir/





I.
 
noun




a person who drives mules.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
muletier

 , from 
mulet

 , diminutive of Old French 
mul

 ‘mule.’





muley1


 
/ˈmyo͞olē/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly US)

 (of cattle) hornless.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as noun): perhaps from Irish 
maol

 or Welsh 
moel

 , literally ‘bald,’ used in the sense ‘hornless cow.’ The adjective dates from the mid 19th cent.





muley2


 
/ˈmyo͞olē /

 
mulie






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a mule deer.













mulga

 
/ˈməlɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small Australian acacia tree or shrub with grayish foliage, forming dense scrubby growth and yielding brown and yellow timber.

[
Acacia aneura

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
an area of scrub or bush dominated by the mulga plant.




3.
 
(
the mulga

 )
 — 

(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 the outback.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Yuwaalaraay (an Aboriginal language of New South Wales).






Mülhausen

 
/ˈmyo͞olˌhouzən, ˈmYl-/






German name for Mulhouse
 .









Mülheim

 
/ˈmyo͞olˌhīm, ˈmYl-/






an industrial city in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia, southwest of Essen; pop. 169,400 (est. 2006). Full name 
Mülheim an der Ruhr

 .










Mulhouse

 
/məˈlo͞oz, mY-/






an industrial city in northeastern France, in Alsace; pop. 112,260 (2006). It was a free imperial city until it joined the French Republic in 1798. In 1871, after the Franco-Prussian War, the city became part of the German Empire until it was reunited with France in 1918.

German name Mülhausen
 .









muliebrity

 
/ˌmyo͞olēˈebrədē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 womanly qualities; womanhood.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
muliebritas

 , from Latin 
mulier

 ‘woman.’





mulish

 
/ˈmyo͞oliSH/





I.
 
adjective




resembling or likened to a mule in being stubborn




•
 
Belinda's face took on a mulish expression.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mulishly

 
/ˈmyo͞oliSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
mulishness

 
/ˈmyo͞oliSHnəs /






noun





















mull1


 
/məl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think about (a fact, proposal, or request) deeply and at length




•
 
she began to 
mull over

 the various possibilities.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of uncertain origin.





mull2


 
/məl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
mulled

 )


1.
 
warm (a beverage, especially wine, beer, or cider) and add spices and sweetening to it




•
 
a tankard of mulled ale.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





mull3


 
/məl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 humus formed under nonacid conditions.











– origin

 1920s: from Danish 
muld

 ‘soil.’





mull4


 
/məl/





I.
 
noun




thin, soft, plain muslin, used in bookbinding for joining the spine of a book to its cover.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: abbreviation, from Hindi 
malmal

 .





Mull

 
/məl/






a large island of the Inner Hebrides; chief town, Tobermory.









mullah

 
/ˈmo͝olə ˈmələ /

 
mulla





I.
 
noun




a Muslim learned in Islamic theology and sacred law.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Persian, Turkish, and Urdu 
mullā

 , from Arabic 
mawlā

 .





mullein

 
/ˈmələn/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant of the figwort family with woolly leaves and tall spikes of yellow flowers, native to Eurasia but now widely and commonly distributed.

[Genus 
Verbascum

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
common mullein

 (
V. thapsus

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
moleine

 , of Celtic origin; compare with the Breton 
melen

 , Cornish and Welsh 
melyn

 ‘yellow.’





muller

 
/ˈmələr/





I.
 
noun




a stone or other heavy weight used for grinding artists' pigments or other material on a slab.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Anglo-Norman French 
moldre

 ‘to grind.’





Muller, Hermann Joseph

 
/ˈmələr, ˈmyo͞o-/






(1890–1967), US geneticist. He discovered that X-rays induce mutations in the genetic material of the fruit fly 
Drosophila

 and thus recognized the danger of X-radiation to living things. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1946).









Müller, Johannes Peter

 
/ˈm(y)o͝olər/






(1801–58), German anatomist and zoologist. He was a pioneer of comparative and microscopical methods in biology. His investigations included the physiology of respiration, the nervous and sensory systems, and the glandular system, as well as a method for the classification of marine animals.









Müller, Paul Hermann






(1899–1965), Swiss chemist. He synthesized DDT in 1939 and patented it as an insecticide. It was immediately successful, but was withdrawn by most countries in the 1970s when its environmental persistence and toxicity in higher animals was realized. Nobel Prize for Physiology and Medicine (1948).










Müllerian mimicry

 
/myo͞oˈli(ə)rēən, milˈi(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a form of mimicry in which two or more noxious animals develop similar appearances as a shared protective device, the theory being that if a predator learns to avoid one of the noxious species, it will avoid the mimic species as well.

Compare with Batesian mimicry
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Johann F. T. 
Müller

 (1821–97), German zoologist.





mullet1


 
/ˈmələt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chiefly marine fish that is widely caught for food.

[Families 
Mullidae

 (see red mullet
 ) and 
Mugilidae

 (see gray mullet
 ).]




2.
 
a hairstyle in which the hair is cut short at the front and sides and left long in back.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
mulet

 , diminutive of Latin 
mullus

 ‘red mullet,’ from Greek 
mullos

 . The origin of sense two is unknown but may be related to the fish.





mullet2


 
/ˈmələt/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a star with five (or more) straight-edged points or rays, as a charge or a mark of cadency for a third son.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
molette

 ‘rowel,’ diminutive of 
meule

 ‘millstone,’ from Latin 
mola

 ‘grindstone.’





mulligan

 
/ˈməliɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
mulligan stew

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stew made from odds and ends of food.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (in informal golf) an extra stroke allowed after a poor shot, not counted on the scorecard.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently from the surname 
Mulligan

 .





Mulligan, Gerry

 
/ˈməliɡən/






(1927–96), US jazz baritone saxophonist, composer, and bandleader; full name 
Gerald Joseph Mulligan

 . He is most often identified with cool jazz.









mulligatawny

 
/ˌməliɡəˈtônē /

 
mulligatawny soup





I.
 
noun




a spicy meat or chicken soup originally made in India.











– origin

 from Tamil 
miḷaku-taṇṇi

 ‘pepper-water.’






mullion

 
/ˈməlyən/





I.
 
noun




a vertical bar between the panes of glass in a window.

Compare with transom
 .








II.
 
derivatives





mullioned

 
/ˈməlyənd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.





mulloway

 
/ˈmələˌwā/





I.
 
noun




a large edible fast-swimming predatory fish of Australian coastal waters, popular with anglers.

Also called jewfish
 . [
Johnius antarctica

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Yaralde (an Aboriginal language of South Australia).





Mulroney, Brian

 
/məlˈro͞onē/






(1939–), Canadian Progressive Conservative statesman; prime minister 1984–93; full name 
Martin Brian Mulroney

 .









Multan

 
/mo͝olˈtän/






a commercial city in Punjab province, in east central Pakistan; pop. 1,566,900 (est. 2009).









multangular

 
/ˌməlˈtaNGɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (of a polygon) having many angles.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
multangularis

 .






multi-

 
/ˈməltē/





I.
 
combining form




more than one; many, especially variegated




•
 
multicolor




•
 
multicultural.

















– origin

 from Latin 
multus

 ‘much, many.’





multiaccess

 
/ˌməltēˈakˌses ˌməltīˈakˌses/






adjective




(of a computer system) allowing the simultaneous connection of a number of terminals.













multiagency

 
/ˌməltēˈājənsē, ˌməltī-/






adjective




involving cooperation among several organizations, especially in crime prevention, social welfare programs, or research




•
 
a multiagency team has been working to nurture community support.



















multibillion

 
/ˈməltēˌbilyən, ˈməltī-/






adjective




denoting something costing or valued at several billions of a currency


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a multibillion-dollar industry.



















multicast

 
/ˈməltiˌkast, ˌməltiˈkast/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (data) across a computer network to several users at the same time.








II.
 
noun




a set of data sent across a computer network to many users at the same time.













multicellular

 
/ˌməltēˈselyələr ˌməltīˈselyələr/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of an organism or part) having or consisting of many cells.








II.
 
derivatives





multicellularity

 
/-ˌselyəˈlerətē /






noun





















multicenter

 
/ˌməltēˈsen(t)ər, ˌməltīˈsen(t)ər /

 


‹Brit.›

 multicentre






adjective




(of a medical study or trial) involving several hospitals, clinics, or research institutions




•
 
a large multicenter clinical trial.



















multichannel

 
/ˈməltēˌCHanl ˈməltīˌCHanl/






adjective




employing or possessing many television or communications channels.













multicolored

 
/ˌməltēˈkələrd ˌməltīˈkələrd /

 
multicolor






adjective




having many colors.













multicopter

 
/ˌməltēˈkäptər/






noun




a small, typically unmanned helicopter having more than two rotors




•
 
the possibility of new perspectives on the ocean has driven my interest in aerial imaging using multicopters.



















multiculti

 
/ˌməltēˈkəltē, ˌməltī- /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
adjective




multicultural




•
 
the author's multiculti persona comes through, or it may just be sloppy editing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
popular music incorporating ethnically disparate elements.




2.
 
one who is literate or comfortable in more than one culture




•
 
the multiculti.

















– origin

 1990s: rhyming alteration of 
multicultural

 .





multicultural

 
/ˌməltēˈkəlCH(ə)rəl ˌməltīˈkəlCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or constituting several cultural or ethnic groups within a society




•
 
multicultural education.














II.
 
derivatives





multiculturally






adverb





















multiculturalism

 
/ˈˌməltēˈkəlCH(ə)rəˌlizəm ˈˌməltəˈkəlCH(ə)rəˌlizəm ˈˌməlˌtīˈkəlCH(ə)rəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the presence of, or support for the presence of, several distinct cultural or ethnic groups within a society




•
 
our commitment to the values of multiculturalism




•
 
the schools promote multiculturalism and inclusiveness.














II.
 
derivatives





multiculturalist

 
/ˈˌməltēˈkəlCH(ə)rələst ˈˌməltəˈkəlCH(ə)rələst ˈˌməlˌtīˈkəlCH(ə)rələst /






noun, adjective





















multidimensional

 
/ˌməltēdəˈmen(t)SH(ə)n(ə[]l ˌməltīdəˈmen(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving several dimensions or aspects




•
 
multidimensional space




•
 
a novel that lends itself to multidimensional readings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multidimensionality

 
/-dəˌmenCHəˈnalətē /






noun













2.
 
multidimensionally

 
/-dəˈmenCHənl-ē /






adverb





















multidirectional

 
/ˌməltēdəˈrekSH(ə)nl/






adjective




of, involving, or operating in several directions




•
 
a multidirectional antenna.



















multidisciplinary

 
/ˌməltēˈdisəpləˌnerē ˌməltīˈdisəpləˌnerē/






adjective




combining or involving several academic disciplines or professional specializations in an approach to a topic or problem.













multiethnic

 
/ˌməltēˈeTHnik ˌməltīˈeTHnik/






adjective




of, relating to, or constituting several ethnic groups




•
 
she teaches science in a multiethnic secondary school.



















multifaceted

 
/ˌməltēˈfasədəd ˌməltīˈfasədəd/






adjective




having many facets




•
 
the play of light on the diamond's multifaceted surface




•
 


‹figurative›

 this is a multifaceted subject.



















multifactorial

 
/ˌməltēˌfakˈtôrēəl/






adjective




involving or dependent on a number of factors or causes.













multifamily

 
/ˌməltēˈfam(ə)lē/






adjective




denoting or relating to accommodation designed for occupation by more than one family




•
 
multifamily housing




•
 
the multifamily real estate market.




















multifarious

 
/ˌməltəˈferēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
many and of various types




•
 
multifarious activities.










2.
 
having many varied parts or aspects




•
 
a vast multifarious organization.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multifariously






adverb













2.
 
multifariousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
multifarius

 + -ous
 .





multifetal

 
/ˌməltēˈfētl, ˌməltī-/






adjective




involving two or more fetuses




•
 
multifetal pregnancy.



















multifid

 
/ˈməltiˌfid, ˈməltə-, ˈməltī-/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 divided into several or many parts by deep clefts or notches.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
multifidus

 , from 
multus

 ‘much, many’ + 
-fid

 from 
fidus

 ‘cleft, split.’





multifilament

 
/ˌməltiˈfiləmənt, ˌməltī-/






adjective




denoting a cord or yarn composed of a number of strands or filaments wound together.













multiflora

 
/ˈməltiˌflôrə /

 
multiflora rose





I.
 
noun




an eastern Asian shrubby or climbing rose that bears clusters of small single pink or white flowers.

[
Rosa multiflora

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin, feminine of 
multiflorus

 ‘multiflorous.’





multifocal

 
/ˌməltiˈfōkəl, ˌməltī-/






adjective






[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Optics]

 having more than one focus.













multifold

 
/ˈməltēˌfōld/






adjective




manifold.













multiform

 
/ˈməltēˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective




existing in many forms or kinds




•
 
a complex, multiform illness like cancer.














II.
 
derivatives





multiformity

 
/ˌməltēˈfôrmədē /






noun





















multifunctional

 
/ˌməltēˈfəNGkSH(ə)n(ə)l ˌməltīˈfəNGkSH(ə)n(ə)l /

 
multifunction






adjective




having or fulfilling several functions




•
 
a multifunctional analog meter.



















multigenerational

 
/ˌməltiˌjenəˈrāSHənl, ˌməltī-/






adjective




of or relating to several generations




•
 
multigenerational families.



















multigrade

 
/ˈməltiˌɡrād, ˈməltə-, ˈməltī-/






noun



1.
 
an engine oil meeting the requirements of several standard grades.




2.
 
(
Multigrade

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a kind of photographic paper made with two emulsions of different sensitivities, from which prints with different levels of contrast can be made using color filters


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Multigrade paper.



















multigrain

 
/ˈməltiˌɡrān, ˈməltī-/






adjective




(of bread) made from more than one kind of grain.













multigravida

 
/ˌməltēˈɡravədə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 a woman (or female animal) who is or has been pregnant for at least a second time.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from multi-
 ‘many,’ on the pattern of 
primigravida

 .





multihull

 
/ˈməltēˌhəl ˈməlˌtīˌhəl/






noun




a boat with two or more hulls, especially three.













multilateral

 
/ˌməltēˈladərəl ˌməltēˈlatrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
agreed upon or participated in by three or more parties, especially the governments of different countries




•
 
multilateral negotiations




•
 
multilateral nuclear disarmament.










2.
 
having members or contributors from several groups, especially several different countries




•
 
multilateral aid agencies.














II.
 
derivatives





multilaterally






adverb





















multilateralism

 
/ˌməltēˈladərəˌlizəm ˌməltəˈladərəˌlizəm ˈməlˌtīˈladərəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principle of participation by three or more parties, especially by the governments of different countries




•
 
the president affirmed his commitment to multilateralism.














II.
 
derivatives





multilateralist

 
/ˌməltēˈladərələst ˌməltəˈladərələst ˈməlˌtīˈladərələst /






adjective, noun





















multilayer

 
/ˈməltēlāər /

 

‹chiefly technical›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or consisting of several or many layers




•
 
a multilayer circuit board.














II.
 
noun




a coating or deposit consisting of several or many layers.













multilayered

 
/ˌməltēˈlāərd/






adjective




having or involving several or many layers.













multilevel

 
/ˌməltēˈlevəl ˌməltīˈlevəl/






adjective




of, relating to, or involving many levels.













multilingual

 
/ˌməltēˈliNGɡwəl ˌməltīˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective




in or using several languages




•
 
a multilingual dictionary.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multilingualism

 
/ˈˌməltēˈliNGɡwəˌlizəm ˈˌməltəˈliNGɡwəˌlizəm ˈˌməlˌtīˈliNGɡwəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
multilingually






adverb






















multimedia

 
/ˌməltēˈmēdēə ˌməltīˈmēdēə/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of art, education, etc.) using more than one medium of expression or communication




•
 
a multimedia art form.










2.
 
(of computer applications) incorporating audio and video, especially interactively.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the use of a variety of artistic or communicative media.




2.
 
an extension of hypertext allowing the provision of audio and video material cross-referenced to a computer text.













multimeter

 
/ˈməltiˌmētər ˈməlˌtimətər/






noun




an instrument designed to measure electric current, voltage, and usually resistance, typically over several ranges of value.













multimillion

 
/ˌməltēˈmilyən ˌməltīˈmilyən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
costing or involving several million units of a currency


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a multimillion-dollar advertising campaign.



















multimillionaire

 
/ˌməltēˌmilyəˈner ˌməltīˌmilyəˈner/






noun




a person with assets worth several million dollars.













multimodal

 
/ˈməltiˌmōd, ˈməltī- /

 
multimode






adjective



1.
 
characterized by several different modes of activity or occurrence.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 (of a frequency curve or distribution) having several modes or maxima.




3.
 


[Statistics]

 (of a property) occurring with multimodal distribution.













multinational

 
/ˌməltēˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˌməltīˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
including or involving several countries or individuals of several nationalities




•
 
1,500 troops were sent to join the multinational force.










2.
 
(of a business organization) operating in several countries




•
 
multinational corporations.














II.
 
noun




a company operating in several countries.








III.
 
derivatives





multinationally






adverb





















multinomial

 
/ˌməltēˈnōmēəl ˌməlˌtīˈnōmēəl/





I.
 
adjective, noun






[Mathematics]

 
‹rare›

 another term for polynomial
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from multi-
 ‘many,’ on the pattern of 
binomial

 .





multipack

 
/ˈməltēpak/






noun




a package containing a number of similar or identical products sold at a discount compared to the price when bought separately.













multipara

 
/məlˈtipərə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 a woman (or female animal) who has had more than one pregnancy resulting in viable offspring.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of 
multiparus

 ‘multiparous.’





multiparous

 
/ˌməlˈtipərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a woman) having borne more than one child.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[chiefly Zoology]

 producing more than one young at a birth.













multipartite

 
/ˌməltēˈpärtīt/






adjective



1.
 
having several or many parts or divisions.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a virus) existing as two or more separate but incomplete particles.




3.
 
another term for multiparty
 .














multiparty

 
/ˌməltēˈpärdē ˌməltīˈpärdē/






adjective




of or involving several political parties




•
 
multiparty elections.



















multiphase

 
/ˈməltēˌfāz/






adjective



1.
 
in, of, or relating to more than one phase.




2.
 
(of an electrical device or circuit) polyphase.













multiplatform

 
/ˌməltiˈplatfôrm ˌməltīˈplatfôrm/






adjective




compatible with or involving more than one type of computer or operating system




•
 
a multiplatform software package.




•
 
an all-new multiplatform video game.



















multiplatinum

 
/ˈməltēˌplatn-əm, ˈməltī-/






adjective




denoting or relating to a musical recording that has sold more than two million copies.













multiplay

 
/ˈməltiplā/






adjective




denoting a compact disc player that can be stacked with a number of discs before needing to be reloaded.













multiplayer

 
/ˈməltiˌplāər ˈməltiplāər/





I.
 
noun




a multimedia computer and home entertainment system that integrates a number of conventional and interactive audio and video functions with those of a computer.








II.
 
adjective




denoting a video game designed for or involving several players.














multiple

 
/ˈməltəpəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or involving several parts, elements, or members




•
 
multiple occupancy




•
 
a multiple birth.










2.
 
numerous and often varied




•
 
words with multiple meanings.










3.
 
(of a disease, injury, or disability) complex in its nature or effects, or affecting several parts of the body




•
 
a multiple fracture of the femur.










4.
 
of or designating an electrical circuit that has several points at which connection can occur.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a number that can be divided by another number without a remainder




•
 
15, 20, or any other 
multiple of

 five.










2.
 
an arrangement of terminals that allows connection with an electrical circuit at any one of several points.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
multiplus

 , alteration of Latin 
multiplex

 (see multiplex
 ).





multiple-choice

 
/ˈməltəpəl ˈˌCHois/






adjective




(of a question on a test) accompanied by several possible answers from which the candidate must try to choose the correct one.













multiple fruit

 
/ˈməltəpəl fro͞ot/






noun






[Botany]

 a fruit formed from carpels derived from several flowers, such as a pineapple.














multiple personality

 
/ˈˌməltəpəl ˌpərsnˈalədē/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 a rare dissociative disorder in which two or more personalities with distinct memories and behavior patterns apparently exist in one individual




•
 
multiple-personality disorder.




















multiple sclerosis

 
/ˈməltəpəl ˌskləˈrōsəs/






noun




a chronic, typically progressive disease involving damage to the sheaths of nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord, whose symptoms may include numbness, impairment of speech and of muscular coordination, blurred vision, and severe fatigue.













multiple star






noun




a group of stars very close together as seen from the earth, especially one whose members are in fact close together and rotate around a common center.













multiplet

 
/ˈməltəplət/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a group of closely associated things, especially closely spaced spectral lines or atomic energy levels, or subatomic particles differing only in a single property (e.g., charge or strangeness).











– origin

 1920s: from multiple
 , on the pattern of words such as 
doublet

 and 
triplet

 .






multiplex

 
/ˈməltəˌpleks/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of many elements in a complex relationship




•
 
multiplex ties of work and friendship.










2.
 
involving simultaneous transmission of several messages along a single channel of communication.




3.
 
(of a movie theater) having several separate screens within one building.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a system or signal involving simultaneous transmission of several messages along a single channel of communication.

Compare with duplex
 , simplex
 .




2.
 
a movie theater with several separate screens.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
incorporate into a multiplex signal or system.








IV.
 
derivatives





multiplexer

 
/ˈməltēˌpleksər /

 
multiplexor






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English in the mathematical sense ‘multiple’: from Latin.





multipliable

 
/ˌməltəˈplīəb(ə)l /

 
multiplicable






adjective




able to be multiplied.













multiplicand

 
/ˌməltəpliˈkand/





I.
 
noun




a quantity that is to be multiplied by another (the multiplier).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
multiplicandus

 ‘to be multiplied,’ gerundive of Latin 
multiplicare

 (see multiply
 1
 ).





multiplication

 
/ˌməltəpləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or skill of multiplying




•
 
we need to use both multiplication and division to find the answers




•
 
the rapid multiplication of abnormal white blood cells.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of combining matrices, vectors, or other quantities under specific rules to obtain their product.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
multiplicatio(n-)

 , from 
multiplicare

 (see multiply
 1
 ).





multiplication sign

 
/məltəpləˈkāSHən ˌsīn/






noun




a sign, especially ×, used to indicate that one quantity is to be multiplied by another, as in 
2×3=6

 .














multiplication table

 
/ˌməltəpləˈkāSHən ˌtābəl/






noun




a table of the products of two factors, especially the integers 1 to 12.













multiplicative

 
/ˌməltəˈplikədiv/






adjective




subject to or of the nature of multiplication




•
 
coronary risk factors are multiplicative.



















multiplicity

 
/ˌməltəˈplisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large number




•
 
his climbing record lists a multiplicity of ascents.










2.
 
a large variety




•
 
the rain forests and the multiplicity of species that they harbor.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
multiplicitas

 , from Latin 
multiplex

 (see multiplex
 ).





multiplier

 
/ˈməltəˌplī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that multiplies.




2.
 
a quantity by which a given number (the multiplicand) is to be multiplied.




3.
 


[Economics]

 the factor by which the return deriving from an expenditure exceeds the expenditure itself.




4.
 
a device for increasing by repetition the intensity of an electric current, force, etc., to a measurable level.













multiplier effect






noun






[Economics]

 a phenomenon whereby a given change in a particular input, such as government spending, causes a larger change in an output, such as gross domestic product




•
 
a tax cut for the wealthy will have a much smaller multiplier effect in the economy than one for the lower economic classes.




















multiply1


 
/ˈməltəˌplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain from (a number) another that contains the first number a specified number of times




•
 
I asked you to 
multiply

 fourteen 
by

 nineteen




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we all know how to multiply by ten.










2.
 
increase or cause to increase greatly in number or quantity


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
ever since I became a landlord my troubles have multiplied tenfold




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
cigarette smoking combines with other factors to multiply the risks of atherosclerosis.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or other organism) increase in number by reproducing.




4.
 
propagate (plants).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
multiplier

 , from Latin 
multiplicare

 .





multiply2


 
/ˈməltəplē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in several different ways or respects




•
 
multiply injured patients.



















multipolar

 
/ˌməltēˈpōlər ˌməlˌtīˈpōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many poles or extremities.




2.
 
polarized in several ways or directions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multipolarity

 
/-pōˈlaritē, -pə- /






noun













2.
 
multipole

 
/ˈməltiˌpōl, ˈməltī- /






noun





















multiprocessing

 
/ˌməltēˈpräsəsiNG ˌməltīˈpräsəsiNG /

 
multiprogramming






noun






[Computing]

 the running of two or more programs or sequences of instructions simultaneously by a computer with more than one central processor.













multiprocessor

 
/ˈˌməltēˈpräsəsər/






noun




a computer with more than one central processor.













multipurpose

 
/ˌməltēˈpərpəs ˌməltīˈpərpəs/






adjective




having several purposes or functions




•
 
a seven-acre multipurpose civic center.



















multiracial

 
/ˌməltēˈrāSHəl ˌməltīˈrāSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




made up of or relating to people of several or many races




•
 
multiracial education.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multiracialism

 
/ˌməltəˈrāSHəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
multiracialist

 
/ˌməltəˈrāSHələst /






adjective, noun













3.
 
multiracially






adverb





















multirole

 
/ˌməltēˈrōl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of an aircraft) capable of performing several roles.













multirotor

 
/ˈməltēˌrōdər ˈməltīˌrōdər/






noun




a helicopter having more than two rotors, typically one designed for unmanned flight




•
 
we have the ability to shoot amazing aerial photography using multirotors




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a multirotor drone.



















multisession

 
/ˈməltiˌseSHən, ˈməltī-/






adjective






[Computing]

 denoting a format for recording digital information onto a CD-ROM disc over two or more separate sessions.













multiskilled

 
/ˈməltēskild/






adjective




having a range of skills or abilities




•
 
the growth of a new multiskilled workforce.



















multislacking

 
/ˌməltēˈslakiNG, ˌməltī-/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the practice of using a computer at work for tasks or activities that are not related to one's job




•
 
most employers tolerate a certain amount of multislacking.














II.
 
derivatives





multislacker






noun



















– origin

 
multi-

 + 
slacking

 ‘working slowly or lazily,’ on the pattern of 
multitasking

 .





multispectral

 
/ˌməltiˈspektrəl, ˌməltī-/






adjective




operating in or involving several regions of the electromagnetic spectrum




•
 
multispectral images from satellites.



















multistage

 
/ˌməltēˈstāj ˌməlˌtīˈstāj/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of or relating to several stages or processes




•
 
a multistage decision-making process.










2.
 
(of a rocket) having at least two sections, each of which contains its own motor and is jettisoned as its fuel runs out.




3.
 
(of a pump, turbine, or similar device) having more than one rotor.













multistory

 
/ˌməltēˈstôrē ˌməltīˈstôrē /

 
multistoried






adjective




(of a building) having several stories.













multitalented

 
/ˌməltēˈtalən(t)əd ˌməltīˈtalən(t)əd/






adjective




having many skills or talents




•
 
a multitalented musician and songwriter.



















multitasking

 
/ˌməltēˈtaskiNG ˌməltīˈtaskiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 the simultaneous execution of more than one program or task by a single computer processor.




2.
 
the handling of more than one task at the same time by a single person.








II.
 
derivatives





multitask






verb





















multithreading

 
/ˈməltiˈTHrediNG, ˈməltī-/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a technique by which a single set of code can be used by several processors at different stages of execution.








II.
 
derivatives





multithreaded

 
/-ˈTHredəd /






adjective





















multitouch

 
/ˈməltēˌtəCH/






noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 functionality allowing a touch screen, trackpad, etc., to register multiple points of contact made on the surface simultaneously.













multitrack

 
/ˈməltēˌtrak ˈməltīˌtrak/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or made by the mixing of several separately recorded tracks of sound




•
 
a digital multitrack recorder.














II.
 
noun




a recording made from the mixing of several separately recorded tracks.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record using multitrack recording


(as 
adj.

 
multitracked

 )


•
 
multitracked vocals.



















multituberculate

 
/ˌməltit(y)əˈbərkyələt/





I.
 
noun




a small primitive extinct mammal of a mainly Cretaceous and Paleocene order, distinguished by having molar teeth with several cusps arranged in two or three rows.

[Order 
Multituberculata

 , subclass 
Allotheria

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Multituberculata

 , from multi-
 ‘many’ + Latin 
tuberculum

 ‘tubercle.’






multitude

 
/ˈməltəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large number




•
 


a multitude of

 medical conditions are due to being overweight.










2.
 
(
the multitudes

 )
 — large numbers of people




•
 
the multitudes using the roads.










3.
 
(
the multitude

 )
 — a large gathering of people




•
 
Father Peter addressed the multitude.










4.
 
(
the multitude

 )
 — the mass of ordinary people without power or influence




•
 
placing ultimate political power in the hands of the multitude.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 the state of being numerous




•
 
they would swarm over the river in their multitude.














II.
 
phrases





cover a multitude of sins






see cover
 .















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
multitudo

 , from 
multus

 ‘many.’





multitudinous

 
/ˌməltəˈt(y)o͞od(ə)nəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very numerous




•
 
the tinkling of multitudinous bells from the herd.










2.
 
consisting of or containing many individuals or elements




•
 
the multitudinous array of chemical substances that exist in the natural world.










3.
 


‹literary›

 (of a body of water) vast.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multitudinously






adverb













2.
 
multitudinousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
multitudo

 (see multitude
 ) + -ous
 .





multiuser

 
/ˌməltēˈyo͞ozər ˌməltīˈyo͞ozər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a computer system) able to be used by a number of people simultaneously.




2.
 
denoting a computer game in which several players interact simultaneously using the Internet or other communications.













multivalent

 
/ˌməltēˈvālənt ˌməlˌtīˈvālənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or susceptible to many applications, interpretations, meanings, or values




•
 
visually complex and multivalent work.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of an antigen or antibody) having several sites at which attachment to an antibody or antigen can occur




•
 
a multivalent antiserum.







Compare with polyvalent
 .




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for polyvalent
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
multivalence

 
/ˌməltəˈvāləns /






noun













2.
 
multivalency






noun




(
 — 

(Brit.)























multivalve

 
/ˌməltiˈvalv, ˌməltī-/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a shell, etc.) having several valves.




2.
 
(of an internal combustion engine) having more than two valves per cylinder, typically four (two inlet and two exhaust).








II.
 
noun




a multivalve shell, or an animal having such a shell, as a chiton.













multivariate

 
/ˌməltiˈve(ə)rēət, ˌməltī-/






adjective






[Statistics]

 involving two or more variable quantities.













multivendor

 
/ˌməltēˈvendər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to computer hardware or software products or network services from more than one supplier.













multiverse

 
/ˈməltēˌvərs/






noun




an infinite realm of being or potential being of which the universe is regarded as a part or instance.













multiversity

 
/ˌməltēˈvərsədē/





I.
 
noun




a large university with many different departments.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from multi-
 + a shortened form of university
 .





multivibrator

 
/ˌməltēˈvīˌbrādər/






noun






[Electronics]

 a device consisting of two amplifying transistors or valves, each with its output connected to the input of the other, producing an oscillatory signal.













multivitamin

 
/ˌməltēˈvīdəmən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
containing a combination of vitamins




•
 
a daily multivitamin supplement.














II.
 
noun




a pill containing a combination of vitamins.













multiway

 
/ˈməltiˌwā, ˈməltī-/






adjective




having several paths, routes, or channels




•
 
a multiway switch.



















multum in parvo

 
/ˌmo͝oltəm in ˈpärvō, ˌmo͝oltəm in ˈpärwō/





I.
 
noun




a great deal in a small space.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘much in little.’





multure

 
/ˈməlCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a toll of grain or flour due to a miller in return for grinding grain.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the right to collect this.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
moulture

 , from medieval Latin 
molitura

 , from 
molit-

 ‘ground,’ from the verb 
molere

 .






mum1


 
/məm/





I.
 
adjective




silent.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep mum








‹informal›

 remain silent, especially so as not to reveal a secret




•
 
he was keeping mum about a possible move to Canada.















2.
 
mum's the word








‹informal›

 (as a request or warning) say nothing; don't reveal a secret.















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative of a sound made with closed lips.





mum2


 
/məm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in a traditional masked mime or a mummers' play.











– origin

 late Middle English: compare with mum
 1
 and Middle Low German 
mummen

 .





mum3


 
/məm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a cultivated chrysanthemum.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





mum4


 
/məm/





I.
 
noun




British term for mom
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation of mummy
 2
 .






Mumbai

 
/mo͝omˈbī/





I.
 
a city and port on the western coast of India, capital of the state of Maharashtra; pop. 13,922,100 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1995) Bombay
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Mumbaikar

 
/ˌməmbīˈkär /






noun, adjective






















mumble

 
/ˈməmbəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something indistinctly and quietly, making it difficult for others to hear


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he mumbled something she didn't catch




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Sorry,” she mumbled.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bite or chew with toothless gums or eat without making much use of the teeth.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quiet and indistinct utterance




•
 
Rosie had replied in a mumble.














III.
 
derivatives





mumbler

 
/ˈməmb(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: frequentative of mum
 1
 .





mumblecore

 
/ˈməmbəlˌkôr/





I.
 
noun




a style of low-budget film typically characterized by the use of nonprofessional actors and naturalistic or improvised performances




•
 
an actor/filmmaker known for his cinematic experimentations with mumblecore




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the mumblecore movement.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from mumble
 (probably with reference to the style of acting) and -core
 .





mumblety-peg

 
/ˈməmb(ə)ltēˌpeɡ /

 
mumbletypeg





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a game in which each player in turn throws a knife or pointed stick from a series of positions, continuing until it fails to stick in the ground.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: also in the form 
mumble the peg

 , from 
mumble

 in the late 16th-cent. sense ‘bite as if with toothless gums,’ from the requirement of the game that an unsuccessful player withdraw a peg from the ground using the mouth.





mumbling

 
/ˈməmb(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective




speaking or spoken in a quiet and indistinct way




•
 
inarticulate, mumbling speeches




•
 
his mumbling manner and poor communication skills.














II.
 
derivatives





mumblingly

 
/ˈməmbəliNGlē /






adverb






















mumbo jumbo

 
/ˌməmbō ˈjəmbō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 language or ritual causing or intended to cause confusion or bewilderment




•
 
a maze of legal mumbo jumbo.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as 
Mumbo Jumbo

 , denoting a supposed African idol): of unknown origin; the current sense dates from the late 19th cent.






mu meson

 
/ˌmyo͞o ˈmēzän/






noun




another term for muon
 .













Mumford, Lewis

 
/ˈməmfərd/






(1895–1990), US social philosopher. He was an expert on regional and city planning and wrote 
The Renewal of Life

 in four volumes (1934–51), 
The Culture of Cities

 (1938), 
The City in History

 (1961), and 
The Myth of the Machine

 (1967).










mummer

 
/ˈməmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an actor in a traditional masked mime, especially of a type associated with Christmas and popular in England in the 18th and early 19th centuries.




2.
 
a pantomimist.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 an actor in the theater.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
momeur

 , from 
momer

 ‘act in a mime’; perhaps of Germanic origin.





mummery

 
/ˈməmərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a performance by mummers.




2.
 
ridiculous ceremonial, especially of a religious nature




•
 
that's all it is, mere mummery.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
momerie

 , from 
momer

 (see mummer
 ).





mummichog

 
/ˈməmiˌCHôɡ, -ˌCHäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a small marine killifish that lives along the sheltered shores and estuaries of eastern North America. It is widely kept in aquariums and is also used as bait and for biological research.

[
Fundulus heteroclitus

 , family 
Fundulidae

 (or 
Cyprinodontidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Narragansett 
moamitteaug

 .





mummify

 
/ˈməməˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
mummified

 )


1.
 
(especially in ancient Egypt) preserve (a body) by embalming it and wrapping it in cloth




•
 
the mummified bodies entombed in the pyramids of Egypt.







See also mummy
 1
 .




2.
 
shrivel or dry up (a body or a thing), thus preserving it




•
 
the wind must have dehydrated and mummified the body.














II.
 
derivatives





mummification

 
/ˌməməfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun






















mummy1


 
/ˈməmē/





I.
 
noun




(especially in ancient Egypt) a body of a human being or animal that has been ceremonially preserved by removal of the internal organs, treatment with natron and resin, and wrapping in bandages.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a substance taken from embalmed bodies and used in medicines): from French 
momie

 , from medieval Latin 
mumia

 and Arabic 
mūmiyā

 ‘embalmed body,’ perhaps from Persian 
mūm

 ‘wax.’






mummy2


 
/ˈməmē/





I.
 
noun




British term for mommy
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps an alteration of earlier mammy
 .





mumpish

 
/ˈməmpiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 sullen or sulky.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete 
mump

 ‘grimace, have a miserable expression’ + -ish
 1
 .





mumps

 
/məmps/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a contagious and infectious viral disease causing swelling of the parotid salivary glands in the face, and a risk of sterility in adult males.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
mump

 ‘grimace, have a miserable expression.’





mumpsimus

 
/ˈməmpsiməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traditional custom or notion adhered to although shown to be unreasonable.




2.
 
a person who obstinately adheres to unreasonable customs or notions.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: erroneously for Latin 
sumpsimus

 in 
quod in ore sumpsimus

 ‘which we have taken into the mouth’ (Eucharist), in a story of an illiterate priest who, when corrected, replied “I will not change my old mumpsimus for your new sumpsimus.”






munch

 
/mən(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat (something) with a continuous and often audible action of the jaws




•
 
he munched a chicken wing




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
popcorn to 
munch on

 while watching the movie.














II.
 
derivatives





muncher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative; compare with crunch
 .





Munch, Edvard

 
/məNGk, mo͝oNGk/






(1863–1944), Norwegian painter and engraver. He infused his subjects with an intense emotionalism, exploring the use of vivid color and linear distortion to express feelings about life and death. His works include the painting 
The Scream

 (1893).









Munchausen, Baron

 
/ˈmo͝onˌCHouzən, ˈmən-/






the hero of a book of fantastic travelers' tales (1785) written in English by a German, 
Rudolph Erich Raspe

 . The original Baron Munchausen is said to have lived 1720–97, to have served in the Russian army against the Turks, and to have related extravagant tales of his prowess.









Munchausen's syndrome

 
/ˈˌmo͝onCHouzənz ˈsinˌdrōm /

 
Munchausen syndrome






noun



1.
 
a mental disorder in which a person repeatedly feigns severe illness so as to obtain hospital treatment.




2.
 
(
Munchausen's syndrome by proxy

 )
 — a mental disorder in which a person seeks attention by inducing or feigning illness in another person, typically a child.














München

 
/ˈminCHən, ˈmYnKHən/






German name for Munich
 .









munchie

 
/ˈmən(t)SHē/






noun

 — (usu. 
munchies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a snack or small item of food.




2.
 
(
the munchies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a sudden strong desire for food




•
 
these camping trips always give me the munchies.



















munchkin

 
/ˈmən(t)SHkin/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a child or short person.











– origin

 from the 
Munchkins

 , depicted as a race of small childlike creatures, in L. Frank Baum's 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

 (1900).





Muncie

 
/ˈmənsē/






an industrial city in east central Indiana, noted as the ‘Middletown’ of sociological literature; pop. 64,975 (est. 2008).









Munda

 
/ˈmo͝ondə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of indigenous peoples living scattered in a region from east central India to Nepal and Bangladesh.




2.
 
a family of languages spoken by the Munda, distantly related to the Mon-Khmer family, with which they are sometimes classified as Austro-Asiatic.




3.
 
any language of the Munda family.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Munda or their languages.











– origin

 the name in Munda.





mundane

 
/ˌmənˈdān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking interest or excitement; dull




•
 
seeking a way out of his mundane, humdrum existence.










2.
 
of this earthly world rather than a heavenly or spiritual one




•
 
the boundaries of the mundane world.










3.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the branch of astrology that deals with political, social, economic, and geophysical events and processes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mundanely

 
/ˌmənˈdānlē /






adverb













2.
 
mundaneness

 
/ˌmənˈdānnis /






noun













3.
 
mundanity

 
/-ˈdānətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
mondain

 , from late Latin 
mundanus

 , from Latin 
mundus

 ‘world.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 19th cent.





mung

 
/məNG /

 
mung bean





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round green bean.




2.
 
the tropical Old World plant that yields the mung bean, commonly grown as a source of bean sprouts.

[
Vigna radiata

 (or 
Phaseolus aureus

 ), family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
mūng

 .





mungo

 
/ˈməNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




cloth made from recycled woven or felted material.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





muni1


 
/ˈmyo͞onē/






noun






(US)

 short for municipal bond
 .













muni2


 
/ˈmo͞onē/





I.
 
noun




(in India) an inspired holy person; an ascetic, hermit, or sage.











– origin

 from Sanskrit, literally ‘silent,’ from 
man

 ‘think.’






Munich

 
/ˈmyo͞onək/






a city in southeastern Germany, capital of Bavaria; pop. 1,294,600 (est. 2006).

German name München
 .









Munich Pact

 
Munich Agreement






an agreement between Britain, France, Germany, and Italy, signed at Munich on September 29, 1938, under which the Sudetenland was ceded to Nazi Germany, often cited as an example of misjudged or dishonorable appeasement.










municipal

 
/myo͞oˈnisəpəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a city or town or its governing body




•
 
national and municipal elections




•
 
municipal offices.














II.
 
derivatives





municipally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally relating to the internal affairs of a state as distinct from its foreign relations): from Latin 
municipalis

 , from 
municipium

 ‘free city,’ from 
municeps

 , 
municip-

 ‘citizen with privileges,’ from 
munia

 ‘civic offices’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’






municipal bond






noun




a security issued by or on behalf of a local authority.













municipality

 
/myo͞oˌnisəˈpalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a city or town that has corporate status and local government.




2.
 
the governing body of a municipality.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
municipalité

 , from 
municipal

 (see municipal
 ).





municipalize

 
/myo͞oˈnisəpəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring under the control or ownership of the authorities of a city or town




•
 
an expensive commitment to municipalize rented housing.














II.
 
derivatives





municipalization

 
/myo͞oˌnisəpələˈzāSHən myəˌnisəpələˈzāSHən myo͞oˌnisəpəˌlīˈzāSHən myəˌnisəpəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















munificence

 
/myo͞oˈnifəsəns myəˈnifəsəns/






noun




the quality or action of being lavishly generous; great generosity




•
 
we must be thankful for his munificence.



















munificent

 
/myo͞oˈnifəsənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a gift or sum of money) larger or more generous than is usual or necessary




•
 
a munificent gesture.










2.
 
(of a person) very generous.








II.
 
derivatives





munificently

 
/myo͞oˈnifəs(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
munificent-

 , stem of 
munificentior

 , comparative of 
munificus

 ‘bountiful,’ from 
munus

 ‘gift.’





muniment

 
/ˈmyo͞onəmənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
muniments

 )


1.
 
a document or record, especially one kept in an archive.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
munimentum

 ‘defense’ (in medieval Latin ‘title deed’), from 
munire

 ‘fortify.’






munition

 
/myo͞oˈniSHən myəˈniSHən/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
munitions

 )


1.
 
military weapons, ammunition, equipment, and stores




•
 
reserves of nuclear, chemical, and conventional munitions




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a munitions expert




•
 
munition factories.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply with munitions.








III.
 
derivatives





munitioner






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a granted right or privilege): from French, from Latin 
munitio(n-)

 ‘fortification,’ from 
munire

 ‘fortify or secure.’





Munro, Alice

 
/mənˈrō/






(1931–), Canadian writer. Many of her short stories are collected in 
Dance of the Happy Shades

 (1968), 
The Progress of Love

 (1986), 
Open Secrets

 (1995), and 
The Love of a Good Woman

 (1998). Her novels include 
Lives of Girls and Women

 (1971). Nobel Prize for Literature (2013).









Munro, H. H.






see Saki
 .









Munsi

 
/ˈmo͝onsē/





I.
 
noun




see Delaware
 2
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 the name in Munsi.





Munster

 
/ˈmənstər/






a province of the Republic of Ireland, in the southwestern part of the country.









Münster

 
/ˈmo͝onstər/






a city in northwestern Germany; pop. 272,100 (est. 2006). It was formerly the capital of Westphalia; the Treaty of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years War, was signed simultaneously here and at Osnabrück in 1648.









muntin

 
/ˈmənt(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a bar or rigid supporting strip between adjacent panes of glass.








II.
 
derivatives





muntined

 
/ˈməntnd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of obsolete 
montant

 (from French, literally ‘rising’).






muntjac

 
/ˈməntˌjak/





I.
 
noun




a small Southeast Asian deer, the male of which has tusks, small antlers, and a doglike bark.

Also called barking deer
 . [Genus 
Muntiacus

 , family 
Cervidae

 : several species, including the 
Chinese muntjac

 (
M. reevesi

 ), which is naturalized in England and France.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Sundanese 
minchek

 .






muon

 
/ˈmyo͞oän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an unstable subatomic particle of the same class as an electron (a lepton), but with a mass around 200 times greater. Muons make up much of the cosmic radiation reaching the earth's surface.








II.
 
derivatives





muonic

 
/myo͞oˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: contraction of mu meson
 ; the particle, however, is no longer regarded as a meson.






Muqdisho

 
/ˌmo͝okˈdiSHō/






another name for Mogadishu
 .









mural

 
/ˈmyo͝orəl/





I.
 
noun




a painting or other work of art executed directly on a wall.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, like, or relating to a wall




•
 
a mural escarpment.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or occurring in the wall of a body cavity or blood vessel




•
 
mural thrombosis.














III.
 
derivatives





muralist






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
muralis

 , from 
murus

 ‘wall.’ The adjective was first used in mural crown
 ; later (mid 16th cent.) the sense ‘placed or executed on a wall’ arose, reflected in the current noun use (dating from the early 20th cent).






mural crown






noun



1.
 


[Heraldry]

 a representation of a city wall in the form of a crown, borne above the shield in the arms of distinguished soldiers and of some civic authorities.




2.
 
(in ancient Roman times) a crown or garland given to the soldier who was first to scale the wall of a besieged town.













Murano glass

 
/mo͝oˌränō ˈɡlas/






noun




another term for Venetian glass
 .













Murat, Joachim

 
/m(y)o͝oˈrä(t), mYˈrä/






(
c.

 1767–1815), French general, king of Naples 1808–15. A cavalry commander in Napoleon's Italian campaign 1800, he was made king of Naples. His attempt to become king of all Italy in 1815 failed, and he was captured in Calabria and executed.










Murchison Falls

 
/ˌmərCHəsən ˈfôlz/






former name for Kabalega Falls
 .









Murcia

 
/ˈmərSH(ē)ə, ˈmo͝orsēə/





I.
 
an autonomous region in southeastern Spain. In the Middle Ages, along with Albacete, it formed an ancient Moorish kingdom.




II.
 
the capital city of Murcia; pop. 430,571 (2008).










murder

 
/ˈmərdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the unlawful premeditated killing of one human being by another




•
 
the stabbing murder of an off-Broadway producer




•
 
he was put on trial for attempted murder.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a very difficult or unpleasant task or experience




•
 
my first job at the steel mill was murder.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill (someone) unlawfully and with premeditation




•
 
somebody tried to murder Joe.










2.
 


‹informal›

 punish severely or be very angry with




•
 
my father will murder me if I'm home late.










3.
 


‹informal›

 conclusively defeat (an opponent) in a game or sport.




4.
 
spoil by lack of skill or knowledge




•
 
the only thing he had murdered was the English language.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get away with murder








‹informal›

 succeed in doing whatever one chooses without being punished or suffering any disadvantage.









2.
 
murder one (or two)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 first-degree (or second-degree) murder.









3.
 
murder will out






murder cannot remain undetected.









4.
 blue) murder ">
scream (or yell) bloody ( blue) murder








‹informal›

 scream loudly due to pain or fright; make an extravagant and noisy protest




•
 
she had tripped and was screaming bloody murder.





















– origin

 Old English 
morthor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
moord

 and German 
Mord

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
mará

 ‘death’ and Latin 
mors

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
murdre

 .





murderball

 
/ˈmərdərˌbôl/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for wheelchair rugby
 .













murderer

 
/ˈmərdərər/






noun




a person who commits murder; a killer




•
 
convicted murderers.



















murderess

 
/ˈmərdərəs/






noun




a female murderer.













murderous

 
/ˈmərd(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of or intending to murder; dangerously violent




•
 
a brutal and murderous despot




•
 
her estranged husband was seized with murderous jealousy.










2.
 
(of an action, event, or plan) involving murder or extreme violence




•
 
murderous acts of terrorism.










3.
 


‹informal›

 extremely arduous or unpleasant




•
 
the team had a murderous schedule of four games in ten days.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
murderously

 
/ˈmərd(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
murderousness

 
/ˈmərd(ə)rəsnəs /






noun





















Murdoch, Iris

 
/ˈmərdäk, -dək/






(1919–99), British novelist and philosopher, born in Ireland; full name 
Dame Jean Iris Murdoch

 . She is primarily known for her novels, many of which explore complex sexual relationships and spiritual life. Notable novels: 
The Sandcastle

 (1957), 
The Sea, The Sea

 (1978), and 
The Philosopher's Pupil

 (1983).









Murdoch, Rupert






(1931–), US publisher and media entrepreneur, born in Australia; full name 
Keith Rupert Murdoch

 . As the founder and head of News Corporation, he owns major newspapers in Australia, Britain, and the US, together with movie and television companies and the publisher HarperCollins.









mure

 
/ˈmyo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 shut up in an enclosed space; immure.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
murer

 , from Latin 
murare

 , from 
murus

 ‘wall.’





murex

 
/ˈmyo͝oreks/





I.
 
noun




a predatory tropical marine mollusk, the shell of which bears spines and forms a long narrow canal extending downward from the aperture.

[Genus 
Murex

 , family 
Muricidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin; perhaps related to Greek 
muax

 ‘sea mussel.’





Murfreesboro

 
/ˈmərfrēzˌbərō, -ˌbərə/






a commercial city in central Tennessee, southeast of Nashville; pop. 101,753 (est. 2008). A Civil War battle fought near here in January 1863 is also called the Battle of Stones River.









muriatic acid

 
/ˌmyo͝orēˌadik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for hydrochloric acid
 .








II.
 
derivatives





muriate

 
/ˈmyo͝orēˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: 
muriatic

 from Latin 
muriaticus

 , from 
muria

 ‘brine.’





muricate

 
/ˈmyo͝oriˌkāt, -kit /

 
muricated





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 studded with short rough points.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
muricatus

 ‘shaped like a murex.’





murid1


 
/ˈmyo͝orid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a rodent of a very large family (
Muridae

 ) that includes most kinds of rats, mice, and voles.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Muridae

 (plural), based on Latin 
mus

 , 
mur-

 ‘mouse.’





murid2


 
/ˈmyo͝orid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a follower of a Muslim holy man, especially a Sufi disciple.




2.
 
(
Murid

 )
 — a member of any of several Muslim movements, especially one that advocated rebellion against the Russians in the Caucasus in the late 19th century.











– origin

 from Arabic 
murīd

 , literally ‘he who desires.’





Murillo, Bartolomé Esteban

 
/m(y)o͝oˈrilō, mo͝oˈrē(y)ō/






(
c.

 1618–82), Spanish painter. He is noted for his genre scenes of urchins and peasants and for his devotional pictures.









murine

 
/ˈmyo͝orˌīn/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or affecting mice or related rodents.

[Murine rodents belong to the family 
Muridae

 , in particular the subfamily 
Murinae

 of the Old World.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
murinus

 , from 
mus

 , 
mur-

 ‘mouse.’






murk

 
/mərk/





I.
 
noun




darkness or thick mist that makes it difficult to see




•
 
my eyes were straining to see through the murk of the rainy evening.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 murky; gloomy.











– origin

 Old English 
mirce

 , of Germanic origin; reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
myrkr

 .






murky

 
/ˈmərkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dark and gloomy, especially due to thick mist




•
 
the sky was murky and a thin drizzle was falling.










2.
 
(of liquid) dark and dirty; not clear




•
 
the murky silt of a muddy pond.










3.
 
not fully explained or understood, especially with concealed dishonesty or immorality




•
 
the murky world of espionage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
murkily






adverb













2.
 
murkiness

 
/ˈmərkēnəs /






noun





















Murmansk

 
/mo͝orˈmansk, -ˈmänsk/






a port in northwestern Russia, on the northern coast of the Kola Peninsula, in the Barents Sea; pop. 314,700 (est. 2008). It is the largest city located north of the Arctic Circle. Its port is ice-free throughout the year.









murmur

 
/ˈmərmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, indistinct sound made by a person or group of people speaking quietly or at a distance




•
 
his voice was little more than a murmur.










2.
 
a softly spoken or almost inaudible utterance




•
 
she accepted his offer with a quiet murmur of thanks.










3.
 
the quiet or subdued expression of a particular feeling by a group of people




•
 
there was a murmur of approval from the crowd.










4.
 
a rumor




•
 
he had heard hints only, murmurs.










5.
 
a low continuous sound




•
 
the murmur of bees in the rhododendrons.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 a recurring sound heard in the heart through a stethoscope that is usually a sign of disease or damage.




7.
 


‹informal›

 a condition in which the heart produces or is apt to produce a recurring sound indicative of disease or damage




•
 
she had been born with a heart murmur.














II.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something in a low, soft, or indistinct voice


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Nina murmured an excuse and hurried away




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“How interesting,” he murmured quietly.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a low continuous sound




•
 
the wind was murmuring through the trees.










3.
 
say something cautiously and discreetly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they began to murmur of an uprising.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
murmur against

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 express one's discontent about (someone or something) in a subdued manner.








III.
 
phrases





without a murmur






without complaining.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
murmurer






noun













2.
 
murmurous

 
/ˈmərm(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
murmure

 , from 
murmurer

 ‘to murmur,’ from Latin 
murmurare

 , from 
murmur

 ‘a murmur.’





murmuration

 
/ˌmərməˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 the action of murmuring




•
 
the murmuration of a flock of warblers.










2.
 


‹literary›

 
‹rare›

 a flock of starlings.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
murmuratio(n-)

 , from 
murmurare

 ‘to murmur.’ The usage as a collective noun dates from the late 15th cent.





murmuring

 
/ˈmərməriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, low, or indistinct sound produced by a person or group of people speaking quietly or at a distance.




2.
 
(usu. 
murmurings

 )
 — a subdued or private expression of discontent or dissatisfaction




•
 
murmurings of discontent from the fans.










3.
 
(usu. 
murmurings

 )
 — an insinuation




•
 
his father's life had been ruined by the murmurings and innuendoes of lesser men.










4.
 
a low continuous sound




•
 
the murmuring of the wind.














II.
 
derivatives





murmuringly

 
/ˈmərm(ə)riNGlē /






adverb





















murphy

 
/ˈmərfē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a potato.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
Murphy

 , an Irish surname.





Murphy, Audie

 
/ˈmərfē/






(1924–71), US soldier and actor; full name 
Audie Leon Murphy

 . The most decorated combat soldier of World War II, he appeared in war adventure movies such as 
Beyond Glory

 (1948) and 
To Hell and Back

 (1955), the latter being a movie version of his autobiography.









Murphy, Frank






(1890–1949), US Supreme Court associate justice 1940–49; full name 
William Francis Murphy

 . Governor-general of the Philippines 1933–35 and the governor of Michigan 1937–39, he was appointed to the Court by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.










Murphy's Law

 
/ˌmərfēz ˈlô/






a supposed law of nature, expressed in various humorous popular sayings, to the effect that anything that can go wrong will go wrong.









murrain

 
/ˈmərən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an infectious disease, especially babesiosis, affecting cattle or other animals.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a plague, epidemic, or crop blight.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
morine

 , based on Latin 
mori

 ‘to die.’





Murray

 
/ˈmərē/






a city in northern Utah, a southern suburb of Salt Lake City; pop. 46,201 (est. 2008).









Murray, Andy






(1987–), Scottish tennis player; full name 
Andrew Barron Murray

 . In 2012, he won the Olympic gold medal for singles and, by winning the US Open, became the first British man to win a grand slam singles tournament since 1936. In 2013, he won the men's singles title at Wimbledon.









Murray, Gilbert






(1866–1957), British classical scholar, born in Australia; full name 
George Gilbert Aimé Murray

 . His translations of Greek dramatists helped to revive interest in Greek drama. He was also a founder of the League of Nations and later a joint president of the United Nations.









Murray, Sir James






(1837–1915), Scottish lexicographer; full name 
Sir James Augustus Henry Murray

 . He was chief editor of the 
Oxford English Dictionary

 , but did not live to see the work completed.









Murray River






the principal river of Australia. It rises in the Great Dividing Range in New South Wales and flows 1,610 miles (2,590 km) generally northwest, forming part of the border between the states of Victoria and New South Wales, before turning south in South Australia to empty into the Indian Ocean southeast of Adelaide.









murre

 
/mər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a white-breasted North American auk (seabird).

[Genus 
Uria

 , family 
Alcidae

 : two species, the 
thick-billed murre

 (
U. lomvia

 ) and the 
thin-billed murre

 (
U. aalge

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





murrelet

 
/ˈmərlit/






noun




a small North Pacific auk (seabird), typically having a gray back and white underparts.

[Genera 
Brachyramphus

 and 
Synthliboramphus

 , family 
Alcidae

 : six species.]













murrey

 
/ˈmərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a deep purple-red cloth.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the deep purple-red color of a mulberry.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
[Heraldry]

 another term for sanguine
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
moratus

 , from 
morum

 ‘mulberry.’





Murrow, Edward R.

 
/ˈmərō, ˈmə-rō/






(1908–65), US journalist; born 
Egbert Roscoe Murrow

 . He broadcast from London during the Blitz of World War II, ending each program with “Good night, and good luck.” He later created the radio series 
Hear It Now

 (1950–51) and the television series 
See It Now

 (1951–58). He was also well known for his television interview series 
Person to Person

 (1953–59).









Murrumbidgee

 
/ˌmərəmˈbijē/






a river in southeastern Australia, in New South Wales. Rising in the Great Dividing Range, it flows west for 1,099 miles (1,759 km) to join the Murray River, of which it is a major tributary.









murther

 
/ˈmərT͟Hər/






noun, verb




archaic spelling of murder
 .













mus.






abbreviation



1.
 
museum.




2.
 
music or musical or musician.













MusB

 
Mus Bac





I.
 
abbreviation




Bachelor of Music.











– origin

 from Latin 
Musicae Baccalaureus

 .





Musca

 
/ˈməskə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small southern constellation (the Fly), lying in the Milky Way between the Southern Cross and the south celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Muscae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Muscae.













– origin

 Latin.





Muscadet

 
/ˌməskəˈdā/





I.
 
noun




a dry white wine from the part of the Loire region in France nearest the west coast.











– origin

 French, from 
muscade

 ‘nutmeg,’ from 
musc

 ‘musk.’





muscadine

 
/ˈməskəˌdīn/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of species and varieties of wine grape native to Mexico and the southeastern US, typically having thick skins and a musky flavor.

[Genus 
Vitis

 (section 
Muscadinia

 ): several species, in particular 
V. rotundifolia

 .]











– origin

 probably an alteration of muscatel
 .





muscae volitantes

 
/ˌməskē väləˈtantēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Medicine]

 dark specks appearing to float before the eyes, generally caused by particles in the vitreous humor of the eye.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘flying flies.’





muscarine

 
/ˈməskəˌrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous compound present in certain fungi, including the fly agaric.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C9
 H21
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: based on Latin 
musca

 ‘fly.’






muscat

 
/ˈməsˌkat/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a variety of white, red, or black grape with a musky scent, grown in warm climates for wine or raisins or as table grapes.




2.
 
a wine made from a muscat grape, especially a sweet or fortified white wine.











– origin

 French, from Provençal, from 
musc

 ‘musk.’





Muscat

 
/ˈməsˌkat/






the capital of Oman, a port in the northeastern part of the country on the southeastern coast of the Arabian peninsula; pop. 620,000 (est. 2007).









Muscat and Oman






former name (until 1970) for Oman
 .










muscatel

 
/ˌməskəˈtel /

 
muscadel





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a muscat grape, especially as grown for drying to make raisins.




2.
 
a raisin made from the muscatel grape.




3.
 
a wine made from the muscatel grape.











– origin

 via Old French from Provençal, diminutive of 
muscat

 (see muscat
 ).





Muschelkalk

 
/ˈmo͝oSHəlˌkalk/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a limestone or chalk deposit from the Middle Triassic in Europe, especially in Germany.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘mussel chalk.’





muscid

 
/ˈməsid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 an insect of the housefly family (
Muscidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Muscidae

 (plural), from Latin 
musca

 ‘fly.’






muscle

 
/ˈməsəl/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
a band or bundle of fibrous tissue in a human or animal body that has the ability to contract, producing movement in or maintaining the position of parts of the body




•
 
the calf muscle




•
 
the sheet of muscle between the abdomen and chest.










b.
 
a band or bundle of tissue when well developed or prominently visible under the skin




•
 
showing off our muscles to prove how strong we were.











Muscles are formed of bands, sheets, or columns of elongated cells (or fibers) containing interlocking parallel arrays of the proteins actin and myosin. Projections on the myosin molecules respond to chemical signals by forming and reforming chemical bonds to the actin, so that the filaments move past each other and interlock more deeply. This converts chemical energy into the mechanical force of contraction, and also generates heat.




2.
 
physical power; strength




•
 
he had muscle but no brains.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person or people exhibiting physical power or strength




•
 
an ex-marine of enormous proportions who'd been brought along as muscle.










4.
 
power or influence, especially in a commercial or political context




•
 
he had enough muscle and resources to hold his position on the council.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 move (an object) in a particular direction by using one's physical strength




•
 
they were muscling baggage into the hold of the plane.










2.
 


‹informal›

 coerce by violence or by economic or political pressure




•
 
he was eventually muscled out of business.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
flex one's muscles






give a show of strength or power.









2.
 
not move a muscle






be completely motionless.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
muscle in/into








‹informal›

 force one's way into (something), typically in order to gain an advantage




•
 


muscling his way into

 meetings and important conferences




•
 
he was determined to 
muscle in on

 the union's affairs.















2.
 
muscle up








(US)

 
‹informal›

 build up one's muscles.












V.
 
derivatives





muscleless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
musculus

 , diminutive of 
mus

 ‘mouse’ (some muscles being thought to be mouselike in form).





muscle-bound

 
/ˈməsəl ˌbound/






adjective




having well-developed or overdeveloped muscles




•
 
the muscle-bound bartender.



















muscled

 
/ˈməsəld/






adjective




having well-developed muscles




•
 
men displaying muscled physiques




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
my heavily muscled arms.




















muscle dysmorphia






noun




a psychological disorder marked by a negative body image and an obsessive desire to have a muscular physique.













muscleman

 
/ˈməsəlˌman/






noun




a large, strong man, especially one employed to protect someone or to intimidate people.













muscle memory






noun




the ability to reproduce a particular movement without conscious thought, acquired as a result of frequent repetition of that movement




•
 
typing relies heavily on muscle memory




•
 
the secret to learning a technique like this is to do it over and over again until you have developed muscle memory.



















muscly

 
/ˈməs(ə)lē/






adjective




muscular




•
 
his muscly forearms.



















muscovado

 
/ˌməskəˈvādō, ˌməskəˈvädō /

 
muscovado sugar





I.
 
noun




unrefined sugar made from the juice of sugar cane by evaporating it and draining off the molasses.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
mascabado (açúcar

 ) ‘(sugar) of the lowest quality.’





muscovite

 
/ˈməskəˌvīt/





I.
 
noun




a silver-gray form of mica occurring in many igneous and metamorphic rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from obsolete 
Muscovy glass

 (in the same sense) + -ite
 1
 .





Muscovite

 
/ˈməskəˌvīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or citizen of Moscow.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a Russian.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Moscow.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 of or relating to Russia.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Muscovita

 , from 
Muscovia

 (see Muscovy
 ).






Muscovy

 
/ˈməskəvē/





I.
 
a medieval principality in west central Russia, centered around Moscow, that formed the nucleus of modern Russia. As Muscovy expanded, princes of Muscovy became the rulers of Russia; in 1472 Ivan III, grand duke of Muscovy, completed the unification of the country, and in 1547 Ivan the Terrible became the first tsar of Russia.




II.
 
archaic name for Russia.







– origin

 from obsolete French 
Muscovie

 , from modern Latin 
Moscovia

 , from Russian 
Moskva

 ‘Moscow.’





Muscovy duck

 
/ˈməskəvē, -ˌkōvē/






noun




a large tropical American tree-nesting duck, having glossy greenish-black plumage in the wild but bred in a variety of colors as a domestic bird.

[
Cairina moschata

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













muscular

 
/ˈməskyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or affecting the muscles




•
 
energy is needed for muscular activity




•
 
muscular tension.










2.
 
having well-developed muscles




•
 
her legs were strong and muscular.










3.
 
vigorously robust




•
 
a muscular economy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
muscularity

 
/ˌməskyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
muscularly






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of earlier 
musculous

 , in the same sense.





muscular Christianity






noun




a Christian life of brave and cheerful physical activity, especially as popularly associated with the writings of Charles Kingsley and with boys' prep schools of the Victorian British Empire.














muscular dystrophy






noun




a hereditary condition marked by progressive weakening and wasting of the muscles.













musculature

 
/ˈməskyələCHər ˈməskyələˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun




the system or arrangement of muscles in a body, a part of the body, or an organ.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
musculus

 (see muscle
 ).





musculoskeletal

 
/ˌməskyəlōˈskelədl/






adjective




relating to or denoting the musculature and skeleton together.













MusD

 
Mus Doc





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Music.











– origin

 from Latin 
Musicae Doctor

 .





Mus.Dr.

 
Mus.D.
 , Mus.Doc.





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Music.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Mūsicae Doctor

 .





muse1


 
/myo͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Muse

 )
 — (in Greek and Roman mythology) each of nine goddesses, the daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne, who preside over the arts and sciences.




2.
 
a woman, or a force personified as a woman, who is the source of inspiration for a creative artist.





The Muses are generally listed as Calliope (epic poetry), Clio (history), Euterpe (flute playing and lyric poetry), Terpsichore (choral dancing and song), Erato (lyre playing and lyric poetry), Melpomene (tragedy), Thalia (comedy and light verse), Polyhymnia (hymns, and later mime), and Urania (astronomy).







– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
musa

 , from Greek 
mousa

 .






muse2


 
/myo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be absorbed in thought




•
 
he was 
musing on

 the problems he faced.










2.
 
say to oneself in a thoughtful manner




•
 
“I think I've seen him somewhere before,” mused Rachel.










3.
 
(
muse on

 )
 — gaze thoughtfully at.








II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an instance or period of reflection.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
muser

 ‘meditate, waste time,’ perhaps from medieval Latin 
musum

 ‘muzzle.’





museography

 
/ˌmyo͞ozēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for museology
 .




2.
 


‹rare›

 the systematic description of objects in museums.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
museographic

 
/ˌmyo͞ozēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
museographical

 
/ˌmyo͞ozēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective






















museology

 
/ˌmyo͞ozēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the science or practice of organizing, arranging, and managing museums.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
museological

 
/-zēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
museologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















musette

 
/myo͞oˈzet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of small bagpipe played with bellows, common in the French court in the 17th–18th centuries and in later folk music.




2.
 
a tune or piece of music imitating the sound of the musette, typically with a drone.




3.
 
a dance to a musette, especially in the 18th-century French court.




4.
 
a small simple variety of oboe, used chiefly in 19th-century France.




5.
 
(also 
musette bag

 )
 — 

(US)

 a small knapsack.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, diminutive of 
muse

 ‘bagpipe.’





museum

 
/myo͞oˈzēəm/





I.
 
noun




a building in which objects of historical, scientific, artistic, or cultural interest are stored and exhibited.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a university building, specifically one erected at Alexandria by Ptolemy Soter): via Latin from Greek 
mouseion

 ‘seat of the Muses,’ based on 
mousa

 ‘muse.’





museum piece

 
/myo͞oˈzēəm pēs/






noun



1.
 
an object that is worthy of display in a museum.




2.
 
a person or object regarded as old-fashioned, irrelevant, or useless




•
 
we're nothing but museum pieces—machines can do everything that we can do.



















Museveni, Yoweri

 
/ˌmo͝osəˈvānē/






(1944–), Ugandan statesman; president 1986– ; full name 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni

 . After ousting Milton Obote, he brought some stability to a country that had suffered under the dictatorial Obote and Idi Amin.










mush1


 
/məSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, wet, pulpy mass




•
 
red lentils cook quickly and soon turn to mush.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 thick porridge, especially made of cornmeal.




3.
 
feeble or cloying sentimentality




•
 
the film's not just romantic mush.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
mushed

 )


1.
 
reduce (a substance) to a soft, wet, pulpy mass




•
 
simmer until the apples and potatoes are tender but not mushed.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): apparently a variant of mash
 .





mush2


 
/məSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go on a journey across snow with a dogsled




•
 
by the end of winter he will have snowshoed up to 700 miles and mushed about the same.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — urge on (the dogs) during a journey across snow with a dogsled.








II.
 
exclamation




a command urging on dogs pulling a sled during a journey across snow.








III.
 
noun




a journey across snow with a dogsled




•
 
a twelve-day mush.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably an alteration of French 
marchez!

 or 
marchons!

 , imperatives of 
marcher

 ‘to advance.’





Musharraf, Pervez

 
/mo͞oˈSHärəf/






(1943–), Pakistani general and statesman; president of Pakistan 2001–08. He became head of state in 1999 following a bloodless coup d'état.









musher

 
/ˈməSHər/






noun




the driver of a dogsled.













Mushin

 
/ˈmo͞oSH(ə)n/






an industrial city in southwestern Nigeria, northwest of Lagos; pop. 294,000.









mushrat

 
/ˈməSHrat/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for muskrat
 .














mushroom

 
/ˈməSHˌro͞om ˈməSHˌro͝om/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
a fungal growth that typically takes the form of a domed cap on a stalk, often with gills on the underside of the cap.




b.
 
a thing resembling a mushroom in shape




•
 
a mushroom of smoke and flames.











Mushrooms are fruiting bodies that produce spores, growing from the hyphae of fungi concealed in soil or wood. They are proverbial for rapid growth. Toadstools are often called mushrooms, esp. when they are considered to be edible. Numerous varieties are poisonous.




2.
 
a pale pinkish-brown color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a mushroom leather bag.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase, spread, or develop rapidly




•
 
environmental concern mushroomed in the 1960s.










2.
 
(of the smoke, fire, or flames produced by an explosion) spread into the air in a shape resembling that of a mushroom




•
 
the grenade mushroomed into red fire as it hit the hillside.










3.
 
(of a bullet) expand and flatten on reaching its target.




4.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
mushrooming

 )
 — (of a person) gather mushrooms.








III.
 
derivatives





mushroomy






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting any fungus having a fleshy fruiting body): from Old French 
mousseron

 , from late Latin 
mussirio(n-)

 .





mushroom anchor






noun




an anchor whose shape resembles that of a mushroom.













mushroom cloud






noun




a mushroom-shaped cloud of dust and debris formed after a nuclear explosion.













mushy

 
/ˈməSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
soft and pulpy




•
 
cook until the fruit is mushy




•
 
mushy vegetables.










2.
 
excessively sentimental




•
 
he gets as mushy as a Hallmark valentine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mushily

 
/ˈməSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
mushiness

 
/ˈməSHēnəs /






noun





















Musial, Stan

 
/ˈmyo͞ozēəl/






(1920–2013), US baseball player; full name 
Stanley Frank Musial

 ; known as 
Stan the Man

 . A first baseman and an outfielder, he played for the St. Louis Cardinals 1941–63 and led the National League in batting seven times. Baseball Hall of Fame (1969).










music

 
/ˈmyo͞ozik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
vocal or instrumental sounds (or both) combined in such a way as to produce beauty of form, harmony, and expression of emotion




•
 
couples were dancing to the music




•
 
baroque music.










2.
 
the art or science of composing or performing music




•
 
he devoted his life to music.










3.
 
a sound perceived as pleasingly harmonious




•
 
the background music of softly lapping water.










4.
 
the written or printed signs representing vocal or instrumental sound




•
 
Tony learned to 
read music

 .










5.
 
the score or scores of a musical composition or compositions




•
 
the music was open on a stand.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
face the music






see face
 .









2.
 
music of the spheres






see sphere
 .









3.
 
music to one's ears






something that is pleasant or gratifying to hear or discover




•
 
the commission's report was music to the ears of the administration.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
musique

 , via Latin from Greek 
mousikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of the Muses,’ from 
mousa

 ‘muse.’





musica ficta

 
/ˌmyo͞ozikə ˈfiktə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 (in early contrapuntal music) the introduction by a performer of sharps, flats, or other accidentals to avoid unacceptable intervals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘feigned music.’





musical

 
/ˈmyo͞ozək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to music




•
 
they shared similar musical tastes.










2.
 
set to or accompanied by music




•
 
an evening of musical entertainment.










3.
 
fond of or skilled in music




•
 
Henry was very musical, but his wife was tone-deaf.










4.
 
having a pleasant sound; melodious; tuneful




•
 
they burst out into rich, musical laughter.














II.
 
noun




a play or movie in which singing and dancing play an essential part. Musicals developed from light opera in the early 20th century.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
musicalis

 , from Latin 
musica

 (see music
 ).





musical chairs

 
/ˈˌmyo͞ozəkəl ˈCHe(ə)rz/






noun



1.
 
a party game in which players compete for a decreasing number of chairs, the losers in successive rounds being those unable to find a chair to sit on when the accompanying music is abruptly stopped.




2.
 
a series of changes or exchanges of position, especially in a political or commercial organization




•
 
the appointment of the chief executive comes after a prolonged period of musical chairs involving top management.



















musical comedy






noun




a light play or movie with songs, dialogue, and dancing, connected by a plot.














musical director






noun




the person responsible for the musical aspects of a performance, production, or organization, typically the conductor or leader of a music group




•
 
in 1991 the New York Philharmonic hired a new musical director.



















musicale

 
/ˌmyo͞ozəˈkal/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a musical gathering or concert, typically small and informal.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from 
soirée musicale

 ‘evening of music.’





musical glasses






plural noun




a series of drinking glasses or bowls filled with varying amounts of water and played as a musical instrument by rubbing the rims with the fingers.

See also glass harmonica
 .













musicality

 
/ˌmyo͞ozəˈkalədē/






noun



1.
 
tastefulness and accomplishment in music




•
 
she sings with unfailing musicality.










2.
 
the quality of being melodious and tuneful




•
 
his speaking voice hinted at musicality.










3.
 
awareness of music and rhythm, especially in dance




•
 
the audition panel was looking for coordination, musicality, and flexibility.



















musicalize

 
/ˈmyo͞ozəkəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set (a text or play) to music




•
 
a problem inherent in any attempt to musicalize science fiction.



















musically

 
/ˈmyo͞ozək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to music




•
 
the songs are interesting, both musically and lyrically




•
 
musically gifted young people.










2.
 
with a pleasant sound; melodiously




•
 
she laughed musically.



















musical saw






noun




a saw used as a musical instrument, typically held between the knees and played with a bow like a cello, the note varying with the degree of bending of the blade.













musical theater






noun




a genre of drama in which singing and dancing play an essential part




•
 
a successful professional career in musical theater.



















music box

 
/ˈmyo͞ozik ˌbäks/






noun




a small box that plays a tune, typically when the lid is opened. A traditional music box contains a cylinder, turned by clockwork, with projecting teeth that pluck a row of tuned metal strips as it revolves.













music drama






noun




an opera whose structure is governed by considerations of dramatic effectiveness, rather than by the convention of having a series of formal arias.













music festival






noun




an organized event, typically lasting several days, featuring performances by various musicians, singers, and groups




•
 
the three met at a music festival where they were all playing with different bands




•
 
the choir directors are now preparing for a prestigious music festival in Vienna.



















music hall

 
/ˈmyo͞ozik ˌhôl/






noun



1.
 
a theater where musical events are staged.




2.
 
a form of variety entertainment popular in Britain from 
c.

 1850, consisting of singing, dancing, comedy, acrobatics, and novelty acts. Its popularity declined after World War I with the rise of the movie industry.













musician

 
/myo͞oˈziSHən/





I.
 
noun




a person who plays a musical instrument, especially as a profession, or is musically talented




•
 
your father was a fine musician




•
 
aspiring rock and pop musicians.














II.
 
derivatives





musicianly






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
musicien

 , from Latin 
musica

 (see music
 ).





musicianship

 
/myo͞oˈziSH(ə)nˌSHip/






noun




skill as a musician




•
 
he dazzled the audience with his superb musicianship.



















musicologist

 
/ˌmyo͞ozəˈkäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of music as an academic subject, as opposed to someone trained in performance or composition.













musicology

 
/ˌmyo͞ozəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of music as an academic subject, as distinct from training in performance or composition; scholarly research into music.








II.
 
derivatives





musicological

 
/-kəˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
musicologie

 .





music stand

 
/ˈmyo͞ozik ˌstand/






noun




a rack or light frame on which written or printed music is supported.













music theater






noun




a combination of music and drama in modern form distinct from traditional opera, typically for a small group of performers.













music video

 
//






noun




a videotaped performance of a recorded popular song, usually accompanied by dancing and visual images interpreting the lyrics.













musing

 
/ˈmyo͞oziNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
musings

 )


1.
 
a period of reflection or thought




•
 
his musings were interrupted by the sound of the telephone.














II.
 
adjective




characterized by reflection or deep thought




•
 
the sad musing gaze.














III.
 
derivatives





musingly






adverb






















musique concrète

 
/mo͝oˌzēk känˈkret/





I.
 
noun




music constructed by mixing recorded sounds, first developed by experimental composers in the 1940s.











– origin

 French, literally ‘concrete music.’





musk

 
/məsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong-smelling reddish-brown substance that is secreted by the male musk deer for scent-marking and is an important ingredient in perfumery.




2.
 
a secretion similar to musk from another animal




•
 
civets habitually deposit tiny amounts of musk.










3.
 
(also 
musk plant

 or 
musk flower

 )
 — a relative of the monkey flower that was formerly cultivated for its musky perfume, which has been lost in the development of modern varieties.

[Genus 
Mimulus

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
M. moschatus

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
muscus

 , from Persian 
mušk

 , perhaps from Sanskrit 
muṣka

 ‘scrotum’ (because of the similarity in shape of a musk deer's musk bag).






musk deer

 
/ˈməsk ˌdi(ə)r/






noun




a small solitary deerlike eastern Asian mammal without antlers, the male having long protruding upper canine teeth. Musk is produced in a sac on the abdomen of the male.

[Family 
Moschidae

 and genus 
Moschus

 : several species.]













musk duck






noun




an Australian stiff-tailed duck with dark gray plumage and a musky smell, the male having a large black lobe of skin hanging below the bill.

[
Biziura lobata

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













muskeg

 
/ˈməskeɡ/





I.
 
noun




a North American swamp or bog consisting of a mixture of water and partly dead vegetation, frequently covered by a layer of sphagnum or other mosses.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Cree.





Muskegon

 
/məsˈkēɡən/






an industrial port in western Michigan, on Lake Michigan; pop. 39,401 (est. 2008).










muskellunge

 
/ˈməskəˌlənj/





I.
 
noun




a large pike that occurs only in the Great Lakes region.

Also called maskinonge
 or lunge
 3
 . [
Esox masquinongy

 , family 
Esocidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Canadian French 
maskinongé

 , from Ojibwa 
māskinōs̆ē

 .





musket

 
/ˈməskət/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an infantryman's light gun with a long barrel, typically smooth-bored, muzzleloading, and fired from the shoulder.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
mousquet

 , from Italian 
moschetto

 ‘crossbow bolt,’ from 
mosca

 ‘a fly.’





musketeer

 
/ˌməskəˈtir/






noun






‹historical›

 a soldier armed with a musket.













musketry

 
/ˈməskətrē/






noun



1.
 
musket fire




•
 
a terrible explosion of musketry.










2.
 
soldiers armed with muskets




•
 
the Prussian musketry.










3.
 
the art or technique of handling a musket.













Muskie, Edmund

 
/ˈməskē/






(1914–96), US lawyer and politician; full name 
Edmund Sixtus Muskie

 . He served as governor of Maine 1955–59, as a member of the US Senate 1959–80, and as US secretary of state 1980–81. He was a Democratic vice presidential candidate in 1968.









muskmelon

 
/ˈməskˌmel(ə)n/






noun




an edible melon of a type that has a raised network of markings on the skin. Its many varieties include those with orange, yellow, green, or white juicy flesh.













Muskogean

 
/məˈskōɡēən/





I.
 
noun




a family of American Indian languages spoken in southeastern North America, including Chikasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Muskogean language family.











– origin

 from Muskogee
 2
 + -an
 .





Muskogee1


 
/ˌməˈskōɡē/






a commercial city in east central Oklahoma, on the Arkansas River; pop. 40,099 (est. 2008).










Muskogee2


 
/ˌməˈskōɡē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the southeastern US, who led the Creek Indian confederacy.




2.
 
the Muskogean language of the Muskogee.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Muskogee or their language.











– origin

 from Creek 
ma:skó:ki

 .





muskox

 
/ˈməskäks /

 
musk ox






noun




a large heavily built goat-antelope with a thick shaggy coat and large curved horns, native to the tundra of North America and Greenland.

[
Ovibos moschatus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]














muskrat

 
/ˈməˌskrat/






noun



1.
 
a large semiaquatic North American rodent with a musky smell, valued for its fur.

[
Ondatra zibethicus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]




2.
 
the fur of the muskrat.













musk rose

 
/məsk rōz/






noun




a rambling rose with large white musk-scented flowers.

[
Rosa moschata

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]














musk turtle






noun




a small drab-colored American freshwater turtle that has scent glands that produce an unpleasant musky odor when the turtle is disturbed.

Also called stinkpot
 . [Genus 
Sternotherus

 , family 
Kinosternidae

 : several species, including the 
common musk turtle

 (
S. odoratus

 ).]













musky

 
/ˈməskē/





I.
 
adjective




of or having a smell or taste of musk, or suggestive of musk.








II.
 
derivatives





muskiness

 
/ˈməskēnəs /






noun






















Muslim

 
/ˈməzləm ˈmo͝ozləm /

 
Moslem





I.
 
noun




a follower of the religion of Islam.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Muslims or their religion.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic, active participle of 
'aslama

 (see Islam
 ). / 
usage:

 
Muslim

 is the preferred term for ‘follower of Islam,’ although 
Moslem

 is also widely used. The archaic term 
Muhammadan

 (or 
Mohammedan

 ) should be avoided.





Muslim Brotherhood

 
/ˈməzləm ˈmo͝ozləm ˈbrəT͟Hərˌho͝od/






an Islamic religious and political organization dedicated to the establishment of a nation based on Islamic principles. Founded in Egypt in 1928, it has become a radical underground force in Egypt and other Sunni countries, promoting strict moral discipline and opposing Western influence, often by violence.










muslin

 
/ˈməzlən/





I.
 
noun




lightweight cotton cloth in a plain weave


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a white muslin dress.














II.
 
derivatives





muslined

 
/ˈməzlənd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
mousseline

 , from Italian 
mussolina

 , from 
Mussolo

 ‘Mosul’ (the name of the place of manufacture in Iraq).





Mus.M.





I.
 
abbreviation




Master of Music.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Mūsicae Magister

 .





muso

 
/ˈmyo͞ozō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a musician, especially one overly concerned with technique.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an avid music fan, especially one who has expensive stereo equipment.











– origin

 1960s (originally Australian): abbreviation.





musquash

 
/ˈməˌskwäSH ˈməˌskwôSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
archaic term for muskrat
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the fur of the muskrat.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Western Abnaki 
mòskwas

 .





muss

 
/məs /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone's hair or clothes) untidy or messy




•
 
she sat down carefully so she wouldn't muss her clothes.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of disorder.








III.
 
derivatives





mussy

 
/ˈməsē /






adjective




(
 — 

‹dated›





















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (also as a noun in the sense ‘disturbance or row’): apparently a variant of mess
 .





mussel

 
/ˈməsəl/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of bivalve mollusks with a brown or purplish-black shell.

[● a marine bivalve that uses byssus threads to anchor to a firm surface (family 
Mytilidae

 , order 
Mytiloidea

 ), including the 
edible mussel

 (
Mytilus edulis

 ). ● a freshwater bivalve that typically lies on the bed of a river, some species forming small pearls (family 
Unionidae

 , order 
Unionoida

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
mus(c)le

 , superseded by forms from Middle Low German 
mussel

 , Middle Dutch 
mosscele

 ; ultimately from late Latin 
muscula

 , from Latin 
musculus

 (see muscle
 ).





Mussolini, Benito

 
/ˌmo͞osəˈlēnē/






(1883–1945), Italian statesman; prime minister 1922–43; known as 
Il Duce

 (‘the leader’); full name 
Benito Amilcaro Andrea Mussolini

 . He founded the Italian Fascist Party in 1919, annexed Abyssinia in 1936, and entered World War II on Germany's side in 1940. He was captured and executed by Italian communist partisans a few weeks before the end of the war.









Mussorgsky, Modest

 
/məˈsôrɡskē, -ˈzôrɡ- /

 
Moussorgsky






(1839–81), Russian composer; full name 
Modest Petrovich Mussorgsky

 . He wrote the opera 
Boris Godunov

 (1874) and 
Songs and Dances of Death

 (1875–77).









Mussulman

 
/ˈməsəlmən/





I.
 
noun, adjective




archaic term for Muslim
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Persian 
musulmān

 (originally an adjective), from 
muslim

 (see Muslim
 ).





must1


 
/məst/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
be obliged to; should (expressing necessity)




•
 
you must show your ID card




•
 
it must not be over 2,000 words




•
 
she said she must be going.










2.
 
expressing insistence




•
 
you must try some of this fish




•
 
if you must smoke, you could at least go in the living room.










3.
 
used in ironic questions expressing irritation




•
 
must you look so utterly suburban?










4.
 
expressing an opinion about something that is logically very likely




•
 
there must be something wrong




•
 
you must be tired.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 something that should not be overlooked or missed




•
 
this video is a must for parents.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
I must say






see say
 .









2.
 
must needs do something






see needs
 .















– origin

 Old English 
mōste

 , past tense of 
mōt

 ‘may,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
moeten

 and German 
müssen

 .






must2


 
/məst/





I.
 
noun




grape juice before or during fermentation.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
mustum

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
mustus

 ‘new.’





must3


 
/məst/





I.
 
noun




mustiness, dampness, or mold




•
 
a pervasive smell of must.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: back-formation from musty
 .





must4


 
/məst /

 
musth





I.
 
noun




the frenzied state of certain male animals, especially elephants or camels, that is associated with the rutting season




•
 
a big old bull elephant 
in must

 .














II.
 
adjective




(of a male elephant or camel) in a frenzied state during rutting season.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Urdu from Persian 
mast

 ‘intoxicated.’





must-






combining form




used to form adjectives and nouns denoting things that are essential or highly recommended




•
 
a must-visit destination




•
 
the new material on this disc makes it a must-buy.




















mustache

 
/ˈməsˌtaSH məˈstaSH /

 
moustache





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of hair left to grow above the upper lip.




2.
 
(
mustaches

 )
 — a long mustache.




3.
 
a growth similar to a mustache, or a marking that resembles it, around the mouth of some animals.








II.
 
derivatives





mustached

 
/ˈməstaSHt məˈstaSHt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
mostaccio

 , from Greek 
mustax

 , 
mustak-

 .





mustache cup






noun




a cup with a partial cover that protects the mustache of the person drinking from it.













mustachioed

 
/məˈstaSHēōd /

 
moustachioed






adjective




having a mustache, typically a long or elaborate one




•
 
the mustachioed Belgian sleuth Hercule Poirot.



















mustachios

 
/məˈstaSHēˌōz/





I.
 
plural noun




a long or elaborate mustache.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
mostacho

 (singular), from Italian 
mostaccio

 (see mustache
 ).





mustang

 
/ˈməˌstaNG/





I.
 
noun




an American feral horse, typically small and lightly built.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from a blend of Spanish 
mestengo

 (from 
mesta

 ‘company of graziers’) and 
mostrenco

 , both meaning ‘wild or masterless cattle.’





mustard

 
/ˈməstərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pungent-tasting yellow or brown paste made from the crushed seeds of certain plants, typically eaten with meat or used as a cooking ingredient.




2.
 
the yellow-flowered Eurasian plant of the cabbage family whose seeds are used to make this paste.

[Genera 
Brassica

 and 
Sinapis

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species, in particular 
black mustard

 (
B. nigra

 ) and 
white mustard

 (
S. alba

 ).]




3.
 
used in names of related plants, only some of which are used to produce mustard for the table, e.g., 
hedge mustard

 .




4.
 
a dark yellow color.








II.
 
phrases





cut the mustard






see cut
 .












III.
 
derivatives





mustardy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
moustarde

 , from Latin 
mustum

 ‘must’ (the condiment being originally prepared with ‘must’).






mustard gas

 
/ˈməstərd ˌɡas/






noun




a colorless oily liquid whose vapor is a powerful irritant and vesicant, used in chemical weapons.

[Chem. formula: (ClCH2
 CH2
 )2
 S.]













mustard greens






plural noun






(chiefly US)

 the leaves of the mustard plant used in salads.














mustard plaster

 
/ˈməstərd ˌplastər/






noun




a poultice made with mustard.













mustelid

 
/ˈməstəlid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the weasel family (
Mustelidae

 ), distinguished by having a long body, short legs, and musky scent glands under the tail.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Mustelidae

 (plural), from Latin 
mustela

 ‘weasel.’






muster

 
/ˈməstər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assemble (troops), especially for inspection or in preparation for battle.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of troops) come together for inspection or preparation




•
 
the cavalrymen mustered beside the other regiments.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a group of people) gather together




•
 
reporters mustered outside her house.










4.
 
collect or assemble (a number or amount)




•
 
he could fail to muster a majority.










5.
 
summon up (a particular feeling, attitude, or response)




•
 
he replied with as much dignity as he could muster




•
 
I finally 
mustered up

 the courage to call them.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal gathering of troops, especially for inspection, display, or exercise.




2.
 
short for muster roll
 .








III.
 
phrases





pass muster






be accepted as adequate or satisfactory




•
 
a treaty that might pass muster with the voters.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





muster someone in (or out)








(US)

 enroll someone into (or discharge someone from) military service.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
moustrer

 (verb), 
moustre

 (noun), from Latin 
monstrare

 ‘to show.’






muster roll






noun




an official list of officers and men in a military unit or ship's company.













must-have

 
/ˈməsthav/





I.
 
adjective




essential or highly desirable




•
 
the must-have blouse of the season.














II.
 
noun




an essential or highly desirable item




•
 
this classic volume is a must-have for any collector.



















mustn't

 
/ˈməs(ə)nt/






contraction




must not.













must-read

 
/ˈməstrēd/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a piece of writing that should or must be read




•
 
his must-read article in the NY Times.














II.
 
noun




a compelling or particularly useful piece of writing




•
 
it's a must-read for anyone interested in movies.



















must-see





I.
 
adjective




highly recommended as worth seeing




•
 
one of the must-see pieces at the exhibition.














II.
 
noun




a place, event, or entertainment that is highly recommended as worth seeing




•
 
this sassy and superior suspense thriller is a must-see.




















musty

 
/ˈməstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a stale, moldy, or damp smell




•
 
a dark musty library filled with old books.










2.
 
having a stale taste




•
 
the beer tasted sour, thin, and musty.










3.
 
lacking originality or vitality




•
 
when I read it again, the play seemed musty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mustily

 
/-təlē /






adverb













2.
 
mustiness

 
/ˈməstēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps an alteration of 
moisty

 ‘moist,’ influenced by must
 2
 .





Mut

 
/mo͞ot /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a goddess who was the wife of Amun and mother of Khonsu.









mutability

 
/ˌmyo͞odəˈbilədē/






noun




liability or tendency to change




•
 
the incessant mutability of species




•
 
the very diversity of his fans suggest his mutability.




















mutable

 
/ˈmyo͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
liable to change




•
 
the mutable nature of fashion.










2.
 


‹literary›

 inconstant in one's affections




•
 
youth is said to be fickle and mutable.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
mutabilis

 , from 
mutare

 ‘to change.’





mutagen

 
/ˈmyo͞odəjən/





I.
 
noun




an agent, such as radiation or a chemical substance, that causes genetic mutation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mutagenesis

 
/ˌmyo͞otəˈjenəsəs /






noun













2.
 
mutagenic

 
/ˌmyo͞odəˈjenik /






adjective













3.
 
mutagenicity






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from mutation
 + -gen
 .





mutagenize

 
/ˈmyo͞odəjəˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
mutagenized

 )


1.
 


[Biology]

 treat (a cell, organism, etc.) with mutagenic agents




•
 
mutagenized DNA.



















mutant

 
/ˈmyo͞otnt/





I.
 
adjective




resulting from or showing the effect of mutation




•
 
a mutant gene.














II.
 
noun




a mutant form.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
mutant-

 ‘changing,’ from the verb 
mutare

 .






Mutare

 
/mo͞oˈtärā/






an industrial town in the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe; pop. 183,500 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1982) Umtali
 .









mutate

 
/ˈmyo͞otāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
change or cause to change in form or nature


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
technology continues to mutate at an alarming rate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the quick-dry solution really worked, even if it did mutate the skin on her fingers to reptilian scales.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (with reference to a cell, DNA molecule, etc.) undergo or cause to undergo change in a gene or genes


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the virus is able to 
mutate into

 new forms that are immune to the vaccine




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
certain nucleotides were mutated.














II.
 
derivatives





mutator

 
/-ˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from mutation
 .






mutation

 
/myo͞oˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of mutating




•
 
the mutation of ethnic politics into nationalist politics




•
 
his first novel went through several mutations.










2.
 
the changing of the structure of a gene, resulting in a variant form that may be transmitted to subsequent generations, caused by the alteration of single base units in DNA, or the deletion, insertion, or rearrangement of larger sections of genes or chromosomes.




3.
 
a distinct form resulting from a change in the structure of a gene.




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 regular change of a sound when it occurs adjacent to another, in particular




5.
 
(in Germanic languages) the process by which the quality of a vowel was altered in certain phonetic contexts; umlaut.




6.
 
(in Celtic languages) change of an initial consonant in a word caused (historically) by the preceding word.

See also lenition
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mutational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
mutationally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
mutative

 
/ˈmyo͞otətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
mutatio(n-)

 , from 
mutare

 ‘to change.’





mutatis mutandis

 
/m(y)o͞oˌtädəs m(y)o͞oˈtändəs myo͞oˌtādəs myo͞oˈtandəs/





I.
 
adverb




(used when comparing two or more cases or situations) making necessary alterations while not affecting the main point at issue




•
 
what is true of undergraduate teaching in England is equally true, mutatis mutandis, of American graduate schools.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘things being changed that have to be changed.’





mutchkin

 
/ˈməCHkən/





I.
 
noun




a Scottish unit of capacity equal to a little less than a pint, or roughly three quarters of an imperial pint (0.43 liters).











– origin

 late Middle English: from early modern Dutch 
mudsekin

 , diminutive of 
mud

 ‘hectoliter.’





mute

 
/myo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
refraining from speech or temporarily speechless




•
 
Irene, the talkative one, was now mute.










2.
 
not expressed in speech




•
 
she gazed at him in mute appeal.










3.
 
characterized by an absence of sound; quiet




•
 
the great church was mute and dark.










4.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 (of a person) lacking the faculty of speech.




5.
 
(of a letter) not pronounced




•
 
mute e is generally dropped before suffixes beginning with a vowel.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person lacking the faculty of speech.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in some Asian countries) a servant who was deprived of the power of speech.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an actor in a dumbshow.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a professional attendant or mourner at a funeral.




5.
 
a clamp placed over the bridge of a stringed instrument to deaden the resonance without affecting the vibration of the strings.




6.
 
a pad or cone placed in the opening of a brass or other wind instrument.




7.
 
a device on a television, telephone, or other appliance that temporarily turns off the sound




•
 
she put the remote on mute.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deaden, muffle, or soften the sound of




•
 
her footsteps were muted by the thick carpet




•
 
he turns the set on, mutes the sound, but flicks through the channels.










2.
 
muffle the sound of (a musical instrument), especially by the use of a mute.




3.
 
reduce the strength or intensity of




•
 
his professional contentment was muted by personal sadness.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mutely

 
/ˈmyo͞otlē /






adverb













2.
 
muteness

 
/ˈmyo͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
muet

 , diminutive of 
mu

 , from Latin 
mutus

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 To describe a person without the power of speech as 
mute

 (especially as in 
deaf-mute

 ) is today likely to cause offense and is often regarded as outdated. Nevertheless, there is no directly equivalent term for 
mute

 in general use, apart from 
speech-impaired

 . The term 
profoundly deaf

 may be used to imply that a person has not developed any spoken language skills. See also usage at deaf mute
 . 
2

 Is it 
mute point

 or 
moot point

 ? See usage at moot
 .





mute button






noun




a button that can be pressed to temporarily halt the sound on a television, telephone, remote, or other apparatus.













muted

 
/ˈmyo͞odəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a sound or voice) quiet and soft




•
 
they discussed the accident in muted voices.










2.
 
(of a musical instrument) having a muffled sound as a result of being fitted with a mute.




3.
 
not expressed strongly or openly




•
 
muted anger.










4.
 
(of color or lighting) not bright; subdued




•
 
a dress in muted tones of powder blue and dusty pink.



















mute swan

 
/ˈmyo͞ot ˌswän/






noun




the most common Eurasian swan, having white plumage and an orange-red bill with a black knob at the base. Introduced to the northeastern US, its range is expanding along the Atlantic coast and the Great Lakes region.

[
Cygnus olor

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













mutha

 
/ˈməT͟Hə/






noun






(chiefly US)

 variant spelling of mother
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













mutilate

 
/ˈmyo͞odlˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be mutilated

 )


1.
 
inflict a violent and disfiguring injury on




•
 
the leg was badly mutilated




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mutilated

 )
 
mutilated bodies.










2.
 
inflict serious damage on




•
 
the 14th-century church had been partly mutilated in the 18th century.














II.
 
derivatives





mutilator

 
/ˌmyo͞od(ə)lˈādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
mutilat-

 ‘maimed, mutilated, lopped off,’ from the verb 
mutilare

 , from 
mutilus

 ‘maimed.’





mutilation

 
/ˌmyo͞odlˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of mutilating or being mutilated




•
 
a culture which found any mutilation of the body abhorrent




•
 
there were fatalities and appalling mutilations.










2.
 
the infliction of serious damage on something




•
 
the mutilation of the English language.



















mutineer

 
/ˌmyo͞otnˈir/





I.
 
noun




a person, especially a soldier or sailor, who rebels or refuses to obey the orders of a person in authority.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
mutinier

 , from 
mutin

 ‘rebellious,’ from 
muete

 ‘movement,’ based on Latin 
movere

 ‘to move.’





mutinous

 
/ˈmyo͞otnəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a soldier or sailor) refusing to obey the orders of a person in authority.




2.
 
willful or disobedient




•
 
Antoinette looked mutinous, but she obeyed.














II.
 
derivatives





mutinously

 
/ˈmyo͞otnəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
mutine

 ‘rebellion’ (see mutiny
 ) + -ous
 .






mutiny

 
/ˈmyo͞otnē/





I.
 
noun




an open rebellion against the proper authorities, especially by soldiers or sailors against their officers




•
 
a mutiny by those manning the weapons could trigger a global war




•
 
mutiny at sea.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to obey the orders of a person in authority.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete 
mutine

 ‘rebellion,’ from French 
mutin

 ‘mutineer,’ based on Latin 
movere

 ‘to move.’





mutism

 
/ˈmyo͞odˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
inability to speak, typically as a result of congenital deafness or brain damage.




2.
 
(in full 
elective mutism

 )
 — unwillingness or refusal to speak, arising from psychological causes such as depression or trauma.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
mutisme

 , from Latin 
mutus

 ‘mute.’





muton

 
/ˈmyo͞oˌtän, ˈmyo͞otn/






noun






[Biology]

 the smallest element of genetic material capable of undergoing a distinct mutation, usually identified as a single pair of nucleotides.













mutt

 
/mət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 
‹derogatory›

 a dog, especially a mongrel




•
 
a long-haired mutt of doubtful pedigree.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as stupid or incompetent




•
 
“Do not give me orders, mutt.”

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of muttonhead
 .





mutter

 
/ˈmədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something in a low or barely audible voice, especially in dissatisfaction or irritation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he muttered something under his breath




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I knew she was a troublemaker,” Rebecca muttered




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she muttered in annoyance as the keys slid from her fingers.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — speak privately or unofficially about someone or something; spread rumors




•
 
when he disappeared, people began to mutter.














II.
 
noun




a barely audible utterance, especially a dissatisfied or irritated one




•
 
a little mutter of disgust.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mutterer

 
/ˈməd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
mutteringly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative; compare with German dialect 
muttern

 .





mutton

 
/ˈmətn/





I.
 
noun




the flesh of sheep, especially mature sheep, used as food




•
 
roast mutton.














II.
 
derivatives





muttony






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
moton

 , from medieval Latin 
multo(n-)

 , probably of Celtic origin; compare with Scottish Gaelic 
mult

 , Welsh 
mollt

 , and Breton 
maout

 .





muttonchops

 
/ˈmətnˌCHäps /

 
muttonchop whiskers






noun




the whiskers on a man's cheek when shaped like a meat chop, narrow at the top and broad and rounded at the bottom.














muttonhead

 
/ˈmətnˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a dull or stupid person (often used as a general term of abuse).








II.
 
derivatives





muttonheaded






adjective





















mutual

 
/ˈmyo͞oCH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a feeling or action) experienced or done by each of two or more parties toward the other or others




•
 
a partnership based on mutual respect and understanding




•
 
my father hated him from the start, and the feeling was mutual.










2.
 
(of two or more people) having the same specified relationship to each other




•
 
they were mutual beneficiaries of the settlement.










3.
 
held in common by two or more parties




•
 
we were introduced by a mutual friend.










4.
 
denoting an insurance company or other corporate organization owned by its members and dividing some or all of its profits between them.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
mutuel

 , from Latin 
mutuus

 ‘mutual, borrowed’; related to 
mutare

 ‘to change.’ / 
usage:

 Some traditionalists consider using 
mutual

 to mean ‘common to two or more people’ (a mutual friend; a mutual interest) to be incorrect, holding that a sense of reciprocity is necessary (mutual respect; mutual need). The use they object to has a long and respectable history, however, being first recorded in Shakespeare and appearing in the writing of Sir Walter Scott, George Eliot, and, most famously, as the title of Dickens's novel 
Our Mutual Friend

 . It is now generally accepted as part of standard English.






mutual fund

 
/ˈmyo͞oCH(o͞ow)əl ˌfənd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an investment program funded by shareholders that trades in diversified holdings and is professionally managed.













mutual inductance






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a measure or coefficient of mutual induction, usually expressed in henries.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the property of a circuit that permits mutual induction.














mutual induction






noun






[Physics]

 the production of an electromotive force in a circuit by a change in the current in an adjacent circuit that is linked to the first by the flux lines of a magnetic field.













mutual insurance






noun




insurance in which some or all of the profits are divided among the policyholders.













mutualism

 
/ˈmyo͞oCHo͞oəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the doctrine that mutual dependence is necessary to social well-being.




2.
 


[Biology]

 symbiosis that is beneficial to both organisms involved.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mutualist






noun, adjective













2.
 
mutualistic

 
/ˌmyo͞oCHo͞oəˈlistik /






adjective













3.
 
mutualistically

 
/ˌmyo͞oCHo͞oəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















mutuality

 
/ˌmyo͞oCHəˈwalədē/






noun




mutual character, quality, or activity




•
 
a high degree of mutuality of respect for each other's expertise.



















mutualize

 
/ˈmyo͞oCHəwəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
organize (a company or business) on mutual principles.




2.
 
divide (something, especially insurance losses) between involved parties.













mutually

 
/ˈmyo͞oCH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




with mutual action; in a mutual relationship


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
adoption and fostering are not necessarily mutually exclusive alternatives.



















mutuel

 
/ˈmyo͞oCH(ə)wəl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 (in betting) a pari-mutuel.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: shortening of pari-mutuel
 .





mutule

 
/ˈmyo͞oˌCHo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a stone block projecting under a cornice in the Doric order.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
mutulus

 .





muumuu

 
/ˈmo͞omo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a woman's loose, brightly colored dress, especially one traditionally worn in Hawaii.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Hawaiian 
mu'u mu'u

 , literally ‘cut off.’





mux

 
/məks/





I.
 
noun




a multiplexer.








II.
 
verb




short for multiplex
 .













Muzak

 
/ˈmyo͞ozak/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 recorded light background music played through speakers in public places.











– origin

 1930s: alteration of music
 .





muzhik

 
/mo͞oˈZHik /

 
moujik





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Russian peasant.











– origin

 Russian.





Muztag

 
/mo͞osˈtäɡ/






a mountain in western China, on the northern Tibetan border close to the Karamiran Shankou pass. Rising to 22,877 ft (6,973 m), it is the highest peak in the Kunlun Shan range.









muzz

 
/məz/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a muddle or blur




•
 
in the echoey hall, every other word is lost in the muzz.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘study intently’): of unknown origin; based partly perhaps on an alteration of muse
 2
 .





muzzle

 
/ˈməzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the projecting part of the face, including the nose and mouth, of an animal such as a dog or horse.




2.
 
a guard, typically made of straps or wire, fitted over this part of an animal's face to stop it from biting or feeding.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the part of a person's face including the nose, mouth, and chin.




4.
 
the open end of the barrel of a firearm.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a muzzle on (an animal).




2.
 
prevent (a person or group) from expressing their opinions freely




•
 
the politicians want to muzzle us and control what we write.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
musel

 , diminutive of medieval Latin 
musum

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





muzzleloader

 
/ˈməzəlˌlōdər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a gun that is loaded through its muzzle.








II.
 
derivatives





muzzleloading

 
/-ˌlōdiNG /

 
muzzle-loading






adjective





















muzzle velocity

 
/ˈməzəl vəˌläsədē/






noun




the velocity with which a bullet or shell leaves the muzzle of a gun.













muzzy

 
/ˈməzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to think clearly; confused




•
 
she was shivering and her head felt muzzy from sleep.










2.
 
not thought out clearly; vague




•
 
society's muzzy notion of tolerance.










3.
 
blurred; indistinct




•
 
a slightly muzzy picture




•
 
the bass and drums are, even on CD, appallingly muzzy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
muzzily

 
/ˈməzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
muzziness






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





MV






abbreviation



1.
 
megavolt(s).




2.
 
motor vessel




•
 
on board the MV Alcinous.










3.
 
muzzle velocity.













MVD





I.
 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs in the former Soviet Union and now in Russia.







– origin

 abbreviation of Russian 
Ministerstvo vnutrennikh del

 .





MVP






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 most valuable player (an award given in various sports to the best player on a team or in a league)




•
 
Bill Walton was named NBA MVP in 1978




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
he earned MVP honors in the All-Star Game.



















mW






abbreviation




milliwatt(s).













MW

 
/ˌem ˈdəbəl ˌyo͞o/






abbreviation




megawatt(s).













mwahahaha

 
/ˈmwähähähä /

 
muahahaha
 , bahahaha





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to represent laughter, especially triumphal or cackling laughter such as that uttered by a villainous character in a cartoon or comic strip




•
 
World domination, at last, is at hand. Mwahahaha!

















– origin

 1980s: imitative, on the pattern of ha ha
 .





Mx1


 
/məks miks/





I.
 
noun




a title used before a person's surname or full name by those who wish to avoid specifying their gender or by those who prefer not to identify themselves as male or female




•
 
the bank is planning to introduce the honorific “Mx” as an alternative for anyone who feels that they don’t, for reasons of undetermined gender, fit into being either a Mr., Mrs., Miss or a Ms.

















– origin

 1970s: apparently from 
M

 (as in Mr.
 , Mrs.
 , Ms.
 , etc.) + X
 1
 (probably denoting an unknown or variable factor or quantity).





Mx2







abbreviation




maxwell(s).













MX






abbreviation




missile experimental (a US intercontinental ten-warhead ballistic missile).













mxd.






abbreviation




mixed.














my

 
/mī/





I.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with the speaker




•
 
my name is John




•
 
my friend.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used with a name to refer to a member of the speaker's family




•
 
my Francine won top honors in the science fair.










3.
 
used with forms of address in affectionate, sympathetic, humorous, or patronizing contexts




•
 
my dear boy




•
 
my poor baby.










4.
 
used in various expressions of surprise




•
 
my goodness!




•
 
oh my!

















– origin

 Middle English 
mi

 (originally before words beginning with any consonant except 
h-

 ), reduced from 
min

 , from Old English 
mīn

 (see mine
 1
 ).





m.y.






abbreviation




million years.













my-






combining form




variant spelling of myo-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
myalgia

 ).














myalgia

 
/mīˈalj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




pain in a muscle or group of muscles.








II.
 
derivatives





myalgic

 
/mīˈaljik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mus

 ‘muscle’ + -algia
 .





myalgic encephalitis

 
myalgic encephalopathy






noun




clinical term for chronic fatigue syndrome
 .













Myanmar

 
/ˈmēənˌmär/






see Burma
 .









myasthenia

 
/ˌmīəsˈTHēnēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a condition causing abnormal weakness of certain muscles.




2.
 
(in full 
myasthenia gravis

 )
 — a rare chronic autoimmune disease marked by muscular weakness without atrophy, and caused by a defect in the action of acetylcholine at neuromuscular junctions.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mus

 ‘muscle’ + asthenia
 .





mycelium

 
/mīˈsēlēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the vegetative part of a fungus, consisting of a network of fine white filaments (hyphae).








II.
 
derivatives





mycelial

 
/mīˈsēlēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mukēs

 ‘fungus,’ on the pattern of 
epithelium

 .





Mycenae

 
/mīˈsēnē mīˈsinī/






an ancient city in Greece, situated near the coast in the northeastern Peloponnese, the center of the late Bronze Age Mycenaean civilization. The capital of King Agamemnon, it was at its most prosperous 
c.

 1400–1200 
BC

 ; systematic excavation of the site began in 1840.









Mycenaean

 
/mīsēˈnēən /

 

‹Archaeology›


 
Mycenean





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a late Bronze Age civilization in Greece represented by finds at Mycenae and other ancient cities of Peloponnesus.








II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of Mycenae or member of the Mycenaean people.

The Mycenaeans controlled the Aegean after the fall of the Minoan civilization 
c.

 1400 
BC

 , and built fortified citadels and impressive palaces. They spoke a form of Greek, written in a distinctive script (see Linear B
 ), and their culture is identified with that portrayed in the Homeric poems. Their power declined during widespread upheavals at the end of the Mediterranean Bronze Age, around 1100 
BC

 .













mycetoma

 
/ˌmīsəˈtōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 chronic inflammation of the tissues caused by infection with a fungus or with certain bacteria.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mukēs

 , 
mukēt-

 ‘fungus’ + -oma
 .






-mycin





I.
 
combining form




in names of antibiotic compounds derived from fungi




•
 
streptomycin.

















– origin

 based on myco-
 .






myco-





I.
 
combining form




relating to fungi




•
 
mycoprotein.

















– origin

 formed irregularly from Greek 
mukēs

 ‘fungus, mushroom.’





mycobacterium

 
/ˌmīkōbakˈtirēəm/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium of a group that includes the causative agents of leprosy and tuberculosis.

[Genus 
Mycobacterium

 , family 
Mycobacteriaceae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





mycobacterial

 
/-ˈti(ə)rēəl /






adjective





















mycol.






abbreviation




mycological or mycology.













mycology

 
/mīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of fungi.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mycological

 
/ˌmīkəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
mycologically

 
/ˌmīkəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
mycologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















mycoplasma

 
/ˌmīkōˈplazmə/






noun




any of a group of small typically parasitic bacteria that lack cell walls and sometimes cause diseases.

[Class 
Mollicutes

 and order 
Mycoplasmatales

 .]













mycoplasma pneumonia






noun




technical term for walking pneumonia
 .













mycorrhiza

 
/ˌmīkəˈrīzə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fungus that grows in association with the roots of a plant in a symbiotic or mildly pathogenic relationship.








II.
 
derivatives





mycorrhizal






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from myco-
 ‘of fungi’ + Greek 
rhiza

 ‘root.’






mycosis

 
/mīˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a disease caused by infection with a fungus, such as ringworm or thrush.








II.
 
derivatives





mycotic

 
/mīˈkädik /






adjective





















mycotoxin

 
/ˌmīkəˈtäksən/






noun




any toxic substance produced by a fungus.













mycotrophic

 
/ˌmīkəˈträfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) living in association with a mycorrhiza or another fungus that appears to improve the uptake of nutrients.








II.
 
derivatives





mycotrophy

 
/mīˈkätrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from myco-
 ‘of fungi’ + Greek 
trophē

 ‘nourishment.’





mydriasis

 
/mīˈdrīəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 dilation of the pupil of the eye.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
mudriasis

 .





myelin

 
/ˈmīələn/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Physiology]

 a mixture of proteins and phospholipids forming a whitish insulating sheath around many nerve fibers, increasing the speed at which impulses are conducted.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
myelinated

 
/-ləˌnātəd /






adjective













2.
 
myelination

 
/ˌmīələˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
muelos

 ‘marrow’ + -in
 1
 .





myelitis

 
/ˌmīəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the spinal cord.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
muelos

 ‘marrow’ + -itis
 .





myeloid

 
/ˈmīəˌloid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to bone marrow.




2.
 
(of leukemia) characterized by the proliferation of cells originating in the bone marrow.




3.
 
of or relating to the spinal cord.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
muelos

 ‘marrow’ + -oid
 .





myeloma

 
/ˌmīəˈlōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor of the bone marrow.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
muelos

 ‘marrow’ + -oma
 .





myelopathy

 
/ˌmīəˈläpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 disease of the spinal cord.













myenteric

 
/ˌmīənˈterik/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting a plexus of nerves of the sympathetic and parasympathetic systems situated between and supplying the two layers of muscle in the small intestine.













mygalomorph

 
/ˈmiɡələˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a large spider of a group that includes the tarantulas and funnel-web spiders. Mygalomorphs have several primitive features, including fangs that stab downward rather than toward one another.

[Suborder 
Mygalomorphae

 , order 
Araneae

 .]











– origin

 1920s: from modern Latin 
Mygalomorphae

 , from Greek 
mugalē

 ‘shrew’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’






Mykolayiv

 
/ˌmēkəˈlīəf/






an industrial city in southern Ukraine, on the Southern Bug River near the northern tip of the Black Sea; pop. 504,300 (est. 2009).

Russian name Nikolaev
 .










Mykonos

 
/ˈmēkəˌnôs, ˈmikəˌnäs/






a Greek island in the Aegean Sea, one of the Cyclades.

Greek name Míkonos
 .









My Lai

 
/ˌmē ˈlī/






a village in Son My district, in central Vietnam, south of Quang Ngai, site of a 1968 massacre of Vietnamese civilians by US troops during the Vietnam War.









Mylar

 
/ˈmīˌlär/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a form of polyester resin used to make heat-resistant plastic films and sheets.











– origin

 1950s: an arbitrary formation.






mylodon

 
/ˈmīləˌdän/





I.
 
noun




an extinct giant ground sloth found in deposits formed during the ice age of the Pleistocene epoch in South America. It died out only 11,000 years ago.

[Genus 
Glossotherium

 (formerly 
Mylodon

 ), family 
Mylodontidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
mulē

 ‘mill, molar’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





mylonite

 
/ˈmīləˌnīt ˈmiləˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a fine-grained metamorphic rock, typically banded, resulting from the grinding or crushing of other rocks.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
mulōn

 ‘mill’ + -ite
 1
 .





Mymensingh

 
/ˈmīmənˌsiNG/






a port on the Brahmaputra River in central Bangladesh; pop. 388,600 (est. 2009).










mynah

 
/ˈmīnə /

 
myna
 , mynah bird





I.
 
noun




an Asian and Australasian starling that typically has dark plumage, gregarious behavior, and a loud call.

[Family 
Sturnidae

 : several genera and species, in particular the 
hill mynah

 (
Gracula religiosa

 ), which is popular as a pet bird because of its ability to mimic the human voice.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Hindi 
mainā

 .






myo-

 
my-





I.
 
combining form




of muscle; relating to muscles




•
 
myocardium




•
 
myometrium.

















– origin

 from Greek 
mus

 , 
mu-

 ‘mouse or muscle.’





myocardial

 
/ˌmīōˈkärdēəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to the muscular tissue of the heart




•
 
patients with acute myocardial infarction.



















myocardial infarction

 
/mīəˌkärdēəl inˈfärkSH(ə)n/






noun




another term for heart attack
 .













myocarditis

 
/ˌmīōˌkärˈdīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the heart muscle.














myocardium

 
/ˌmīəˈkärdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the muscular tissue of the heart.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from myo-
 ‘muscle’ + Greek 
kardia

 ‘heart.’





myoclonus

 
/mīˈäklənəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 spasmodic jerky contraction of groups of muscles.








II.
 
derivatives





myoclonic

 
/ˌmīəˈklänik /






adjective





















myofibril

 
/ˌmīōˈfībrəl, -ˈfib-/






noun




any of the elongated contractile threads found in striated muscle cells.













myogenic

 
/ˌmīəˈjenik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 originating in muscle tissue (rather than from nerve impulses).













myoglobin

 
/ˌmīəˈɡlōbən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a red protein containing heme that carries and stores oxygen in muscle cells. It is structurally similar to a subunit of hemoglobin.













myology

 
/mīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the structure, arrangement, and action of muscles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
myological

 
/ˌmīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
myologist

 
/-jist /






noun






















myomere

 
/ˈmīəˌmir/






noun




another term for myotome
 .













myometrium

 
/ˌmīəˈmētrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the smooth muscle tissue of the uterus.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from myo-
 ‘muscle’ + Greek 
mētra

 ‘womb.’






Myomorpha

 
/ˌmīəˈmôrfə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a major division of the rodents that includes the rats, mice, voles, hamsters, and their relatives.

[Suborder 
Myomorpha

 , order 
Rodentia

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





myomorph

 
/ˈmīəˌmôrf /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
mus

 , 
mu-

 ‘mouse’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





myopathy

 
/mīˈäpəTHē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disease of muscle tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





myopathic

 
/ˌmīəˈpaTHik /






adjective






















myope

 
/ˈmīōp/





I.
 
noun




a nearsighted person.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, via late Latin from Greek 
muōps

 , from 
muein

 ‘to shut’ + 
ōps

 ‘eye.’





myopia

 
/mīˈōpēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
nearsightedness.




2.
 
lack of imagination, foresight, or intellectual insight




•
 
historians have been censured for their myopia in treating modern science as a western phenomenon.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from late Greek 
muōpia

 , from Greek 
muōps

 (see myope
 ).





myopic

 
/ˌmīˈäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
nearsighted.




2.
 
lacking imagination, foresight, or intellectual insight




•
 
the government still has a myopic attitude to public spending.














II.
 
derivatives





myopically

 
/mīˈäpik(ə)lē /






adverb






















myosin

 
/ˈmīəsən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a fibrous protein that forms (together with actin) the contractile filaments of muscle cells and is also involved in motion in other types of cells.













myositis

 
/ˌmīōˈsīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation and degeneration of muscle tissue.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
mus

 , 
mu-

 ‘muscle’ + -itis
 .





myosotis

 
/ˌmīəˈsōdəs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the forget-me-nots.

[Genus 
Myosotis

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
muosōtis

 , from 
mus

 , 
mu-

 ‘mouse’ + 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear.’






myotis

 
/mīˈōdəs/





I.
 
noun




an insectivorous bat with mouselike ears, a slender muzzle, and a flight membrane that extends between the hind legs and the tip of the tail.

Also called mouse-eared bat
 . [Genus 
Myotis

 , family 
Vespertilionidae

 : numerous species, including the 
little brown myotis

 (
M. lucifugus

 ), one of the most common and widespread bats in the US and Canada.]











– origin

 modern Latin, based on Greek 
mus

 , 
mu-

 ‘mouse.’






myotome

 
/ˈmīəˌtōm/






noun



1.
 


[Embryology]

 the dorsal part of each somite in a vertebrate embryo, giving rise to the skeletal musculature.

Compare with dermatome
 , sclerotome
 .




2.
 


[Embryology]

 each of the muscle blocks along either side of the spine in vertebrates (especially fish and amphibians).

Also called myomere
 .













myotonia

 
/ˌmīəˈtōnēə/





I.
 
noun




inability to relax voluntary muscle after vigorous effort.








II.
 
derivatives





myotonic

 
/-ˈtänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from myo-
 ‘muscle’ + Greek 
tonos

 ‘tone.’





myotonic dystrophy

 
/ˌmīətänik ˈdistrəfē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a form of muscular dystrophy accompanied by myotonia.













Myrdal, Alva

 
/ˈmi(ə)rˌdäl/






(1902–86), Swedish diplomat and peace activist; full name 
Alva Reimer Myrdal

 ; wife of Gunnar Myrdal. She served the United Nations as director of social welfare 1949–50 and was Swedish ambassador to India 1955–61. An advocate of disarmament, she wrote 
The Game of Disarmament

 (1976). Nobel Peace Prize (1982), shared with 
Alfonso Garcia Robles

 (1911–91).









Myrdal, Gunnar






(1898–1987), Swedish economist and writer; full name 
Karl Gunnar Myrdal

 ; husband of Alva Myrdal. His works include 
An American Dilemma

 (1944) and 
The Challenge of Affluence

 (1963). Nobel Prize for Economics (1974), shared with Friedrich Hayek.










myriad

 
/ˈmirēəd /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a countless or extremely great number




•
 
networks connecting 
a myriad of

 computers.










2.
 
(chiefly in classical history) a unit of ten thousand.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
countless or extremely great in number




•
 
the myriad lights of the city.










2.
 
having countless or very many elements or aspects




•
 
the myriad political scene.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): via late Latin from Greek 
murias

 , 
muriad-

 , from 
murioi

 ‘10,000.’ / 
usage:

 
Myriad

 is derived from a Greek noun and adjective meaning ‘ten thousand.’ It was first used in English as a noun in reference to a great but indefinite number. The adjectival sense of ‘countless, innumerable’ appeared much later. In modern English, use of 
myriad

 as a noun and adjective are equally standard and correct, despite the fact that some traditionalists consider the adjective as the only acceptable use of the word.





myriapod

 
/ˈmirēəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an arthropod of a group that includes the centipedes, millipedes, and related animals. Myriapods have elongated bodies with numerous leg-bearing segments.

[Classes 
Chilopoda

 , 
Diplopoda

 , 
Pauropoda

 , and 
Symphyla

 ; formerly placed together in the class 
Myriapoda

 .]








II.
 
adjective

 — (also 
myriapodous

 )


1.
 
of or belonging to the myriapods.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Myriapoda

 , from Greek 
murias

 (see myriad
 ) + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





myringotomy

 
/ˌmirənˈɡädəmē/





I.
 
noun




surgical incision into the eardrum, to relieve pressure or drain fluid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
myringa

 ‘eardrum’ + -tomy
 .





myrmecology

 
/ˌmərməˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of entomology that deals with ants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
myrmecological

 
/-kəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
myrmecologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
murmēx

 , 
murmēk-

 ‘ant’ + -logy
 .





myrmecophile

 
/ˈmərməkōˌfīl/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an invertebrate or plant that has a symbiotic relationship with ants, such as being tended and protected by ants or living inside an ants' nest.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
myrmecophilous

 
/ˌmərməˈkäfələs /






adjective













2.
 
myrmecophily

 
/ˌmərməˈkäfəlē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
murmēx

 , 
murmēk-

 ‘ant’ + -phile
 .





Myrmidon

 
/ˈmərməˌdän, -mədən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a warlike Thessalian people led by Achilles at the siege of Troy.




2.
 
(usu. 
myrmidon

 )
 — a hired ruffian or unscrupulous subordinate




•
 
he and his myrmidons were ensconced in a bunker.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
Myrmidones

 (plural), from Greek 
Murmidones

 .






myrobalan

 
/mīˈräbələn məˈräbələn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
myrobalan plum

 )
 — another term for purple-leaf plum
 .




2.
 
a tropical tree of a characteristic pagoda shape that yields a number of useful items including dye, timber, and medicinal products.

[Genus 
Terminalia

 , family 
Combretaceae

 : several species, in particular 
T. chebula

 .]




3.
 
(also 
myrobalan nut

 )
 — the fruit of the myrobalan tree, used especially for tanning leather.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
myrobolan

 or Latin 
myrobalanum

 , from Greek 
murobalanos

 , from 
muron

 ‘unguent’ + 
balanos

 ‘acorn.’





myrrh1


 
/mər/





I.
 
noun




a fragrant gum resin obtained from certain trees and used, especially in the Near East, in perfumery, medicines, and incense.

[The trees belong to the genus 
Commiphora

 , family 
Burseraceae

 , in particular 
C. myrrha

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





myrrhy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
myrra

 , 
myrre

 , via Latin from Greek 
murra

 , of Semitic origin; compare with Arabic 
murr

 ‘bitter.’





myrrh2


 
/mər/





I.
 
noun




another term for cicely
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
myrris

 , from Greek 
murris

 .





myrtle

 
/ˈmərdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen shrub that has glossy aromatic foliage and white flowers followed by purple-black oval berries.

[
Myrtus communis

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 (the 
myrtle family

 ). This family also includes several aromatic plants (clove, allspice) and many characteristic Australian plants (eucalyptus trees, bottlebrushes).]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the lesser periwinkle.

[
Vinca minor

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 . See periwinkle
 1
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
myrtilla

 , 
myrtillus

 , diminutive of Latin 
myrta

 , 
myrtus

 , from Greek 
murtos

 .





Myrtle Beach

 
/ˌmərdl ˈbēCH/






a resort city in northeastern South Carolina, the hub of the part of the Atlantic coast that is called the Grand Strand; pop. 30,596 (est. 2008).










myself

 
/mīˈself məˈself/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person singular

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used by a speaker to refer to himself or herself as the object of a verb or preposition when he or she is the subject of the clause




•
 
I hurt myself by accident




•
 
I strolled around, muttering to myself.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — I or me personally (used to emphasize the speaker)




•
 
I myself am unsure how this problem should be handled




•
 
I wrote it myself.










3.
 
literary term for I
 2
 :




•
 
myself presented to him a bronze sword.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(not) be myself






see be oneself
 , not be oneself
 at be
 .









2.
 
by myself






see myself
 at by
 .















– origin

 Old English 
me self

 , from me
 + self
 (used adjectivally); the change of 
me

 to 
my

 occurred in Middle English.





Mysia

 
/ˈmiSHēə/





I.
 
an ancient region in northwestern Asia Minor, on the Mediterranean coast south of the Sea of Marmara.




II.
 
derivatives





Mysian






adjective, noun






















mysid

 
/ˈmīsid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a crustacean of an order that comprises the opossum shrimps.

[Order 
Mysidacea

 , class 
Malacostraca

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Mysis

 (genus name) + -id
 3
 .






Mysore

 
/mīˈsôr/





I.
 
a city in the Indian state of Karnataka; pop. 480,000.




II.
 
former name (until 1973) for Karnataka
 .









mystagogue

 
/ˈmistəˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a teacher or propounder of mystical doctrines.








II.
 
derivatives





mystagogy

 
/ˈmistəˌɡäjē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or via Latin from Greek 
mustagōgos

 , from 
mustēs

 ‘initiated person’ + 
agōgos

 ‘leading.’





mysterious

 
/məˈstirēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
difficult or impossible to understand, explain, or identify




•
 
his colleague had vanished in mysterious circumstances




•
 
a mysterious benefactor provided the money.










2.
 
(of a location) having an atmosphere of strangeness or secrecy




•
 
a dark, mysterious, windowless building.










3.
 
(of a person) deliberately enigmatic




•
 
she was mysterious about herself but said plenty about her husband.














II.
 
derivatives





mysteriousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
mystérieux

 , from 
mystère

 ‘mystery.’





mysteriously

 
/məˈstirēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is difficult or impossible to understand, explain, or identify




•
 
her boyfriend mysteriously disappeared




•
 
the radio went mysteriously quiet.










2.
 
in a deliberately enigmatic manner




•
 
my wife just smiled mysteriously and refused to tell me what she had in mind.




















mystery1


 
/ˈmist(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
something that is difficult or impossible to understand or explain




•
 
the mysteries of outer space




•
 
hoping that the inquest would solve the mystery.










2.
 
the condition or quality of being secret, strange, or difficult to explain




•
 
much of her past is shrouded in mystery.










3.
 
a person or thing whose identity or nature is puzzling or unknown




•
 
“He's a bit of a mystery,” said Nina




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a mystery guest.










4.
 
a novel, play, or movie dealing with a puzzling crime, especially a murder.




5.
 
(
mysteries

 )
 — the secret rites of Greek and Roman pagan religion, or of any ancient or tribal religion, to which only initiates are admitted.




6.
 
the practices, skills, or lore peculiar to a particular trade or activity and regarded as baffling to those without specialized knowledge




•
 
the mysteries of analytical psychology.










7.
 
the Christian Eucharist.




8.
 


[chiefly Christian Theology]

 a religious belief based on divine revelation, especially one regarded as beyond human understanding




•
 
the mystery of Christ.










9.
 
an incident in the life of Jesus or of a saint as a focus of devotion in the Roman Catholic Church, especially each of those commemorated during recitation of successive decades of the rosary.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘mystic presence, hidden religious symbolism’): from Old French 
mistere

 or Latin 
mysterium

 , from Greek 
mustērion

 ; related to mystic
 .





mystery2


 
/ˈmist(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a handicraft or trade.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
misterium

 , contraction of 
ministerium

 ‘ministry,’ by association with 
mysterium

 (see mystery
 1
 ).





mystery play

 
/ˈmist(ə)rē ˌplā/






noun




a popular medieval play based on biblical stories or the lives of the saints.

Also called miracle play
 . Mystery plays were performed by members of trade guilds in Europe from the 13th century, in churches or later on wagons or temporary stages along a route, frequently introducing apocryphal and satirical elements. Several cycles of plays survive in association with particular English cities and towns.













mystery religion






noun




a religion centered on secret or mystical rites for initiates, especially any of a number of cults popular during the late Roman Empire.














mystery shopper

 
//






noun




another term for secret shopper
 .














mystic

 
/ˈmistik/





I.
 
noun




a person who seeks by contemplation and self-surrender to obtain unity with or absorption into the Deity or the absolute, or who believes in the spiritual apprehension of truths that are beyond the intellect.








II.
 
adjective




another term for mystical
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘mystical meaning’): from Old French 
mystique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
mustikos

 , from 
mustēs

 ‘initiated person,’ from 
muein

 ‘close the eyes or lips,’ also ‘initiate.’ The current sense of the noun dates from the late 17th cent.






mystical

 
/ˈmistək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to mystics or religious mysticism




•
 
the mystical experience.










2.
 
spiritually allegorical or symbolic; transcending human understanding




•
 
the mystical body of Christ.










3.
 
of or relating to ancient religious mysteries or other occult or esoteric rites




•
 
the mystical practices of the Pythagoreans.










4.
 
of hidden or esoteric meaning




•
 
a geometric figure of mystical significance.










5.
 
inspiring a sense of spiritual mystery, awe, and fascination




•
 
the mystical forces of nature.










6.
 
concerned with the soul or the spirit, rather than with material things




•
 
the beliefs of a more mystical age.














II.
 
derivatives





mystically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















Mysticeti

 
/ˌmistəˈsēˌtī /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a division of the whales that comprises the baleen whales.

[Suborder 
Mysticeti

 , order 
Cetacea

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





mysticete

 
/ˈmistəˌsēt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
mustikētos

 representing (in old editions of Aristotle) the phrase 
ho mus to kētos

 ‘the mouse, the whale so called.’





mysticism

 
/ˈmistəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
belief that union with or absorption into the Deity or the absolute, or the spiritual apprehension of knowledge inaccessible to the intellect, may be attained through contemplation and self-surrender.




2.
 
belief characterized by self-delusion or dreamy confusion of thought, especially when based on the assumption of occult qualities or mysterious agencies.













mystify

 
/ˈmistəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utterly bewilder or perplex (someone)




•
 
maladies that have mystified and alarmed researchers for over a decade




•
 (as 
adj.

 
mystifying

 )
 
a mystifying phenomenon.










2.
 
make obscure or mysterious




•
 
lawyers who mystify the legal system so that laymen find it unintelligible.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mystification

 
/ˌmistəfəˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
mystifier






noun













3.
 
mystifyingly

 
/ˈmistəˌfīiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
mystifier

 , formed irregularly from 
mystique

 ‘mystic’ or from 
mystère

 ‘mystery.’





mystique

 
/miˈstēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fascinating aura of mystery, awe, and power surrounding someone or something




•
 
the West is lately rethinking its cowboy mystique




•
 
the tiger has a mystique that man has always respected and revered.










2.
 
an air of secrecy surrounding a particular activity or subject that makes it impressive or baffling to those without specialized knowledge




•
 
eliminating the mystique normally associated with computers.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Old French (see mystic
 ).






myth

 
/miTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a people or explaining some natural or social phenomenon, and typically involving supernatural beings or events.




2.
 
traditional stories or legends collectively




•
 
the heroes of Greek myth.










3.
 
a widely held but false belief or idea




•
 
he wants to dispel the myth that sea kayaking is too risky or too strenuous




•
 
there is a popular myth that corporations are big people with lots of money.










4.
 
a misrepresentation of the truth




•
 
attacking the party's irresponsible myths about privatization.










5.
 
a fictitious or imaginary person or thing.




6.
 
an exaggerated or idealized conception of a person or thing




•
 
the book is a scholarly study of the Churchill myth.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
mythus

 , via late Latin from Greek 
muthos

 .





myth.






abbreviation




mythological or mythology.













mythic

 
/ˈmiTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling myth




•
 
we explain spiritual forces in mythic language.










2.
 
exaggerated or idealized




•
 
he was a national hero of mythic proportions.










3.
 
fictitious




•
 
a mythic land of plenty.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
muthikos

 , from 
muthos

 ‘myth.’





mythical

 
/ˈmiTHək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring in or characteristic of myths or folk tales




•
 
one of Denmark's greatest mythical heroes.










2.
 
idealized, especially with reference to the past




•
 
a mythical age of contentment and social order.










3.
 
fictitious




•
 
a mythical customer whose name appears in brochures.














II.
 
derivatives





mythically

 
/ˈmiTHək(ə)lē /






adverb





















mythicize

 
/ˈmiTHəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn into myth; interpret mythically.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mythicism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun













2.
 
mythicist

 
/-sist /






noun





















mythify

 
/ˈmiTHəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mythicize




•
 
as success mythified their reputation, the stormtroopers grew in distinctiveness.














II.
 
derivatives





mythification

 
/ˌmiTHəfiˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
myth

 + 
-fy

 .





mytho-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to myth




•
 
mythography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
muthos

 , or from myth
 .





mythographer

 
/məˈTHäɡrəfər/






noun




a writer or collector of myths.













mythography

 
/məˈTHäɡrəfē/






noun



1.
 
the representation of myths, especially in the plastic arts.




2.
 
the creation or collection of myths.













mythol.






abbreviation




mythological or mythology.













mythological

 
/ˌmiTHəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, based on, or appearing in myths or mythology




•
 
the tree of life is one of the oldest of all mythological symbols.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mythologic

 
/ˌmiTHəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
mythologically

 
/ˌmiTHəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb





















mythologize

 
/məˈTHäləˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert into myth or mythology; make the subject of a myth




•
 
there is a grave danger of mythologizing the past.










2.
 
create or promote an exaggerated or idealized image of




•
 
much of his life was devoted to mythologizing his own career.














II.
 
derivatives





mythologizer






noun





















mythology

 
/məˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a collection of myths, especially one belonging to a particular religious or cultural tradition




•
 
Ganesa was the god of wisdom and success in Hindu mythology




•
 
a book discussing Jewish and Christian mythologies.










2.
 
a set of stories or beliefs about a particular person, institution, or situation, especially when exaggerated or fictitious




•
 
in popular mythology, truckers are kings of the road.










3.
 
the study of myths.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
mythologer

 
/-jər /






noun













2.
 
mythologist

 
/məˈTHäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
mythologie

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
muthologia

 , from 
muthos

 ‘myth’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





mythomania

 
/ˌmiTHəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




an abnormal or pathological tendency to exaggerate or tell lies.








II.
 
derivatives





mythomaniac

 
/ˌmiTHəˈmānēˌak /






noun, adjective





















mythopoeia

 
/ˌmiTHəˈpēə/





I.
 
noun




the making of a myth or myths.








II.
 
derivatives





mythopoeic

 
/ˌmiTHəˈpēik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
muthopoiia

 , from 
muthos

 ‘myth’ + 
poiein

 ‘make.’





mythopoetic

 
/ˌmiTHəpōˈedik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the making of a myth or myths.




2.
 
relating to or denoting a movement for men that uses activities such as storytelling and poetry reading as a means of self-understanding.













mythos

 
/ˈmiTHōs, -äs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 a myth or mythology.




2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 (in literature) a traditional or recurrent narrative theme or plot structure.




3.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 a set of beliefs or assumptions about something




•
 
the rhetoric and mythos of science create the comforting image of linear progression toward truth.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek.





myxedema

 
/ˌmiksəˈdēmə /

 


‹Brit.›

 myxoedema






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 swelling of the skin and underlying tissues giving a waxy consistency, typical of patients with underactive thyroid glands.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the more general condition associated with hypothyroidism, including weight gain, mental dullness, and sensitivity to cold.














myxo-

 
myx-





I.
 
combining form




relating to mucus




•
 
myxovirus




•
 
myxedema.

















– origin

 from Greek 
muxa

 ‘slime, mucus.’





myxoma

 
/mikˈsōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a benign tumor of connective tissue containing mucous or gelatinous material.








II.
 
derivatives





myxomatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective





















myxomatosis

 
/ˌmiksəməˈtōsəs/






noun




a highly infectious and usually fatal viral disease of rabbits, causing swelling of the mucous membranes and inflammation and discharge around the eyes.













myxomycete

 
/ˌmiksəˈmīˌsēt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a slime mold, especially an acellular one whose vegetative stage is a multinucleate plasmodium.

[Division 
Myxomycota

 , kingdom 
Fungi

 , in particular the class 
Myxomycetes

 ; also treated as protozoan (phylum 
Gymnomyxa

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Myxomycetes

 , from myxo-
 ‘slime’ + Greek 
mukētes

 ‘fungi.’





myxovirus

 
/ˈmiksōˌvīrəs/






noun




any of a group of RNA viruses, including the influenza virus.













n





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
name.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) nano- (109
 )




•
 
the plates were coated with 500 ng of protein in sodium carbonate buffer.










3.
 
born.

[from Latin 
nātus

 .]




4.
 
nephew.




5.
 
net.




6.
 


[Grammar]

 neuter.




7.
 
new.




8.
 
nominative.




9.
 
noon.




10.
 
(
n-

 ) [in 
combination

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 normal (denoting straight-chain hydrocarbons)




•
 


n

 -hexane.










11.
 
north or northern.




12.
 
note (used in a book's index to refer to a footnote)




•
 
450n.










13.
 


[Finance]

 note.




14.
 


[Grammar]

 noun.




15.
 
number.








II.
 
symbol




an unspecified or variable number




•
 
at the limit where n equals infinity.







See also nth
 .













N1


 
/en /

 
n






noun



1.
 
the fourteenth letter of the alphabet.

See also en
 .




2.
 
denoting the next after M in a set of items, categories, etc.













N2


 
/en/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(used in recording moves in chess) knight




•
 
17.Na4?







[N represents 
knight

 , since the initial letter 
k-

 represents ‘king.’]




2.
 
Nationalist.




3.
 
(on a gear lever) neutral.




4.
 
(chiefly in place names) New




•
 
N Zealand.










5.
 


[Physics]

 newton(s).




6.
 
Noon.




7.
 


[Chemistry]

 (with reference to solutions) normal




•
 
the pH was adjusted to 7.0 with 1 N HCl.










8.
 
Norse.




9.
 
North or Northern




•
 
78° N




•
 
N Ireland.










10.
 


[Finance]

 note.




11.
 
nuclear




•
 
the N bomb.














II.
 
symbol




the chemical element nitrogen.













'n'

 
/ən/






contraction




and (conventionally used in informal contexts to coordinate two closely connected elements)




•
 
rock 'n' roll.




















-n1







suffix




variant spelling of -en
 2
 .













-n2







suffix




variant spelling of -en
 3
 .













na

 
/nə/






adverb




Scottish form of not
 , used after an auxiliary verb:




•
 
I couldna sleep nights.



















Na





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element sodium.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
natrium

 .





NA






abbreviation



1.
 
National Army.




2.
 
North America.




3.
 
not applicable.




4.
 
numerical aperture.













n/a






abbreviation



1.
 
not applicable.




2.
 
not available.













NAACP

 
/ˌenˌdəbəlˌāˌsēˈpē/






abbreviation




National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.













nab

 
/nab/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 catch (someone) doing something wrong




•
 
Olympic drug tests nabbed another athlete yesterday.










2.
 


‹informal›

 take, grab, or steal (something)




•
 
Dan nabbed the seat next to mine.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (also as 
napp

 ; compare with kidnap
 ): of unknown origin.





NAB






abbreviation



1.
 
National Association of Broadcasters.




2.
 
New American Bible.













Nabataean

 
/ˌnabəˈtēən /

 
Nabatean





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient Arabian people who from 312 
BC

 formed an independent kingdom with its capital at Petra (now in Jordan).




2.
 
the Aramaic dialect of the Nabataeans, strongly influenced by Arabic.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nabataeans or their language.











– origin

 from Latin 
Nabat(h)aeus

 , Greek 
Nabat(h)aios

 (compare with the Arabic adjective 
Nabaṭī

 ‘relating to the Nabataeans’) + -an
 .





nabe

 
/nāb/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a neighborhood.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a local movie theater.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a neighbor.













Nabi Group

 
/ˈnäbē ˌɡro͞op/





I.
 
a group of late 19th-century French painters, largely symbolist in their approach and heavily indebted to Gauguin. Members of the group included Maurice Denis, Pierre Bonnard, and Edouard Vuillard.







– origin

 
Nabi

 from Hebrew 
nāḇī'

 ‘prophet.’





Nablus

 
/ˈnäbləs ˈnabləs/






a town in the West Bank; pop. 190,600 (est. 2009).










nabob

 
/ˈnābäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a Muslim official or governor under the Mogul empire.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person of conspicuous wealth or high status.




3.
 


‹historical›

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a person who returned from India to Europe with a fortune.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
nababo

 or Spanish 
nabab

 , from Urdu; see also nawab
 .





Nabokov, Vladimir

 
/ˈnäbəˌkôf, nəˈbôˌkôf/






(1899–1977), US novelist and poet, born in Russia; full name 
Vladimir Vladimorovich Nabokov

 . His most notable novel is 
Lolita

 (1955), about a middle-aged man's obsession with a 12-year-old girl. Other notable works: 
The Real Life of Sebastian Knight

 (1941), 
Pale Fire

 (1962), and 
Ada: A Family Chronicle

 (1969).









Nacala

 
/nəˈkälə/






a deep-water port on the eastern coast of Mozambique; pop. 104,828 (2007). It is linked by rail with landlocked Malawi.









nacelle

 
/nəˈsel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a streamlined housing or tank for something on the outside of an aircraft or motor vehicle.




2.
 
the outer casing of an aircraft engine.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the car of an airship.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally denoting the car of an airship): from French, from late Latin 
navicella

 , diminutive of Latin 
navis

 ‘ship.’





naches

 
/ˈnäKHəs /

 
nachas





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 pride or gratification, especially at the achievements of one's children.




2.
 


(US)

 congratulations




•
 
naches to Miriam Goldstein on her acceptance into rabbinic school.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Yiddish 
nakhes

 , from Hebrew 
naḥaṯ

 ‘contentment.’





nachos

 
/ˈnäCHōz/





I.
 
plural noun




a dish of tortilla chips topped with melted cheese and often also other savory toppings




•
 
he made us nachos and chicken fajitas.

















– origin

 1940s: perhaps from Mexican Spanish 
Nacho

 , nickname for 
Ignacio

 , given name of the chef credited with creation of the dish. An alternative derivation is from Spanish 
nacho

 ‘flat-nosed.’





Nacogdoches

 
/ˌnakəˈdōCHəz/






a historic city in eastern Texas, on the Angelina River; pop. 32,205 (est. 2008).









nacre

 
/ˈnākər/





I.
 
noun




mother-of-pearl.








II.
 
derivatives





nacreous

 
/ˈnākrēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: French, from late Latin 
nacchara

 , 
nacara

 , perhaps from Arabic.





NACU






abbreviation




National Association of Colleges and Universities.













nad






abbreviation



1.
 
nothing abnormal detected.




2.
 
no appreciable response.













NAD






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, a coenzyme important in many biological oxidation reactions.













nada

 
/ˈnädə/





I.
 
pronoun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 nothing.











– origin

 Spanish.





Nadal, Rafael

 
/nəˈdäl/






(1986–), Spanish tennis player; full name 
Rafael Nadal Parera

 . He won the 2008 Olympic gold medal for singles, and in 2012 he won his eleventh grand slam singles title.









Na-Dene

 
/ˌnä dāˈnā, nä ˈdānē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a postulated phylum of North American Indian languages including the Athabaskan family, Tlingit, and (in some classifications) Haida.








II.
 
noun




the Na-Dene language group.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Tlingit 
naa

 ‘tribe’ (related to Haida 
náa

 ‘dwell’) + North Athabaskan 
dene

 ‘tribe.’





Nader, Ralph

 
/ˈnādər/






(1934–), US consumer-rights advocate and lawyer. He has campaigned on behalf of public safety and given impetus to the consumer rights movement from the 1960s. He prompted legislation concerning car design, radiation hazards, food packaging, and insecticides. He made unsuccessful bids for the presidency in 1996 and 2000 as a Green Party candidate and in 2004 and 2008 as an Independent.









NADH






abbreviation




nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide.














nadir

 
/ˈnādər ˈnādir/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the lowest point in the fortunes of a person or organization




•
 
they had reached the nadir of their sufferings.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the point on the celestial sphere directly below an observer.

The opposite of zenith
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the astronomical sense): via French from Arabic 
naẓīr (as-samt

 ) ‘opposite (to the zenith).’





NADP






abbreviation




nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate.













NADPH






abbreviation




nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate.













nae

 
/nā/





I.
 
determiner, exclamation, adverb, noun




Scottish form of no
 .








II.
 
adverb, noun




Scottish form of not
 .













naff1


 
/naf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
naff off

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 go away




•
 
she told press photographers to naff off.

















– origin

 1950s: euphemism for fuck
 ; compare with eff
 .





naff2


 
/naf/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 lacking taste or style.








II.
 
derivatives





naffness






noun



















– origin

 1960s: perhaps from Polari.





NAFTA

 
/ˈnaftə /

 
Nafta






abbreviation




North American Free Trade Agreement.













nag1


 
/naɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
annoy or irritate (a person) with persistent fault-finding or continuous urging




•
 
she constantly 
nags

 her daughter 
about

 getting married




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she nagged him to do the housework




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he's always 
nagging at

 her for staying out late.










2.
 
be persistently painful, troublesome, or worrying to


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
something nagged at the back of his mind.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who nags someone.




2.
 
a persistent feeling of anxiety




•
 
he felt once again that little nag of doubt.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nagger

 
/ˈnaɡər /






noun













2.
 
naggy






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally dialect in the sense ‘gnaw’): perhaps of Scandinavian or Low German origin; compare with Norwegian and Swedish 
nagga

 ‘gnaw, irritate’ and Low German 
(g)naggen

 ‘provoke.’





nag2


 
/naɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a horse, especially one that is old or in poor health.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 
‹archaic›

 a horse suitable for riding as opposed to a draft animal.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





naga

 
/ˈnäɡə/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian mythology) a member of a semidivine race, part human and part cobra in form, associated with water and sometimes with mystical initiation.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
nāga

 ‘serpent.’





Naga

 
/ˈnäɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples living in or near the Naga Hills of Burma (Myanmar) and northeastern India.




2.
 
any of the Tibeto-Burman languages of the Naga.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Naga or their language.











– origin

 perhaps from Sanskrit 
nagna

 ‘naked’ or 
naga

 ‘mountain.’





Nagaland

 
/ˈnäɡəˌland, nəˈɡälənd/






a state in northeast India, on the border with Burma (Myanmar); capital, Kohima. It was created in 1962 from parts of Assam.









nagana

 
/nəˈɡänə/





I.
 
noun




a disease of cattle, antelope, and other livestock in southern Africa, characterized by fever, lethargy, and edema, and caused by trypanosome parasites transmitted by the tsetse fly.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Zulu 
nakane

 .





Nagano

 
/näˈɡänō, ˈnäɡänō/






a commercial and industrial city in central Japan, on central Honshu Island, site of a major Buddhist shrine and of the 1998 Winter Olympic games; pop. 378,163 (2008).









Nagasaki

 
/ˌnäɡəˈsäkē/






a city and port in southwestern Japan, on the western coast of Kyushu island; pop. 452,064 (2007). On August 9, 1945, it became the target of the second atom bomb dropped by the US.









nage

 
/näZH/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic court bouillon or stock, used for cooking shellfish.











– origin

 from French.





nagging

 
/ˈnaɡiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) constantly harassing someone to do something




•
 
their overprotective and nagging parents.










2.
 
persistently painful or worrying




•
 
a nagging pain




•
 
only a handful of nagging doubts remained.














II.
 
derivatives





naggingly






adverb





















Nagorno-Karabakh

 
/nəˈɡôrnōˌkarəˈbäk, nəˈɡôrnōˌkarəˈbäKH/






a region of Azerbaijan in the southern foothills of the Caucasus; pop. 134,900 (est. 2005); capital, Xankändi. Fighting between Azerbaijan and Armenia began in 1985, with the majority of the Armenian population desiring to be separated from Muslim Azerbaijan and united with Armenia; the region declared unilateral independence in 1991. A ceasefire was signed in 1994.









Nagoya

 
/nəˈɡoiə, ˈnäɡōyä/






a city in central Japan, on the southern coast of the island of Honshu; pop. 2,154,287 (2007).









Nagpur

 
/näɡˈpo͝or/






a city in central India, in the state of Maharashtra; pop. 2,403,200 (est. 2009).









Nags Head

 
/ˈnaɡs ˌhed/






a resort town in eastern North Carolina, in the Outer Banks; pop. 3,016 (est. 2008).









nagware

 
/ˈnaɡwer/






noun






‹informal›

 computer software that is free for a trial period during which the user is frequently reminded on screen to register and pay for the program in order to continue using it when the trial period is over.













Nagy, Imre

 
/näj, ˈnädyə/






(1896–1958), Hungarian communist statesman, prime minister 1953–55 and 1956. In 1956, seeking neutral status for his country, he withdrew Hungary from the Warsaw Pact. He was executed after the Red Army crushed the uprising.









nah

 
/nä/






exclamation




variant spelling of no
 , used to answer a question:




•
 
“Want a lift?” “Nah, that's okay.”



















Nah.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Nahum.













Naha

 
/ˈnähä/






a port in southern Japan, capital of Okinawa island; pop. 312,938 (2007).









Nahuatl

 
/ˈnäˌwätl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples native to southern Mexico and Central America, including the Aztecs.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Nahuatl.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nahuatl or their language.











– origin

 via Spanish from Nahuatl 
náhuatl

 ‘what pleases the ear.’





Nahum

 
/ˈnāhəm/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew minor prophet.




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing his prophecy of the fall of Nineveh (early 7th century 
BC

 ).









NAIA






abbreviation




National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics.













naiad

 
/ˈnāˌad ˈnīˌad ˈnāəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Naiad

 )
 — (in classical mythology) a water nymph said to inhabit a river, spring, or waterfall.




2.
 
the aquatic larva or nymph of a dragonfly, mayfly, or stonefly.




3.
 
a submerged aquatic plant with narrow leaves and minute flowers.

[Genus 
Najas

 , family 
Najadaceae

 .]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Naias

 , 
Naiad-

 , from 
naein

 ‘to flow.’ Use as a term in entomology and botany dates from the early 20th cent.





naiant

 
/ˈnāənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a fish or marine creature) swimming horizontally.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, variant of Old French 
noiant

 ‘swimming,’ present participle of 
noier

 , from Latin 
natare

 ‘to swim.’





naif

 
/nīˈēf /

 
naïf





I.
 
adjective




naive or ingenuous.








II.
 
noun




a naive or ingenuous person.











– origin

 from French (see naive
 ).






nail

 
/nāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small metal spike with a broadened flat head, driven typically into wood with a hammer to join things together or to serve as a peg or hook.




2.
 
a horny covering on the upper surface of the tip of the finger and toe in humans and other primates.




3.
 
an animal's claw.




4.
 
a hard growth on the upper mandible of some soft-billed birds.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a medieval unit of measurement.




6.
 
a measure of length for cloth, equal to 2¼ inches.




7.
 
a measure of wool, beef, or other commodity, roughly equal to 7 or 8 pounds.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten to a surface or to something else with a nail or nails




•
 
nail the edge framing to the wall




•
 
the teacher was nailing up the lists.










2.
 


‹informal›

 expose (someone) as deceitful or criminal; catch or arrest




•
 
have you nailed the killer?










3.
 
expose (a lie or other instance of deception).




4.
 


[Football]

 
‹informal›

 tackle the quarterback or ballcarrier, especially at or behind the line of scrimmage.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a fielder) put (a runner) out by throwing to a base




•
 
he dropped a perfect throw home that should have nailed Joe by yards.










6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a player) defeat or outwit (an opponent)




•
 
Navratilova tried to nail her on the backhand side.










7.
 
(of a player) secure (especially a victory) conclusively




•
 
there's no doubt I had chances to nail it in the last set.










8.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly US)

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (someone).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fight tooth and nail






see tooth
 .









2.
 
hard as nails






(of a person) very tough; completely callous or unfeeling.









3.
 
a nail in the coffin






an action or event regarded as likely to have a detrimental or destructive effect on a situation, enterprise, or person




•
 
this was going to put the final nail in the coffin of his career.















4.
 
on the nail








(Brit.)

 (of payment) without delay.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
nail someone down






elicit a firm promise or commitment from someone




•
 
I can't nail her down to a specific date.















2.
 
nail something down





a.
 
fasten something securely with nails.




b.
 
identify something precisely




•
 
something seems unexpected—I can't nail it down, but it makes me uneasy.










c.
 
secure something, especially an agreement




•
 
the company has finally nailed down the agreement with its distributors.


















V.
 
derivatives





nailless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nægel

 (noun), 
næglan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nagel

 and German 
Nagel

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
unguis

 and Greek 
onux

 .





nail bed






noun




the formative layer of cells underlying the fingernail or toenail.













nail-biter

 
/ˈnālˌbīdər /

 
nail biter





I.
 
noun




a situation causing great anxiety or tension




•
 
a nail-biter of a victory.














II.
 
derivatives





nail-biting

 
/ˈnālˌbīdiNG /






adjective





















nail brush

 
/ˈnāl ˌbrəSH/






noun




a small brush designed for cleaning the fingernails and toenails.













nailed

 
/nāld/






adjective



1.
 
fastened or constructed with nails




•
 
a nailed coffin




•
 
heavy nailed boots.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having fingernails or toenails of a specified kind




•
 
long-nailed fashion models




•
 
his black-nailed fingers.



















nailed on






adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 constituting a certainty; guaranteed to happen or definitely the case




•
 
he thought he was 
nailed on for

 the England job




•
 
their recent record suggests that a win is not nailed on.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very likely to win or succeed




•
 
the nailed-on favorite for Best Picture.



















nail enamel

 
/ˈnāl iˌnaməl ˈnāl ēˌnaməl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 nail polish.













nailer

 
/ˈnālər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a maker of nails.




2.
 
a power tool for inserting nails.








II.
 
derivatives





nailery






noun





















nail file

 
/ˈnāl ˌfīl/






noun




a strip of roughened metal or an emery board used for smoothing and shaping the fingernails and toenails.













nail gall






noun




a small, conical, nail-shaped gall that forms on the leaves of lime trees in response to the presence of mites.

[The mite is 
Eriophyes tiliae

 , family 
Eriophyidae

 .]













nailhead

 
/ˈnālˌhed/






noun



1.
 
the rounded head of a nail.




2.
 
an ornament like the head of a nail, used chiefly in architecture and on clothing.













nail polish

 
/ˈnāl ˌpäliSH/






noun




varnish applied to the fingernails or toenails to color them or make them shiny.













nail scissors

 
/ˈnāl ˌsizərz/






plural noun




small scissors with curved blades for cutting the fingernails or toenails.













nail set

 
nail punch






noun




a tool hit with a hammer to sink the head of a nail below a surface.













nail sickness






noun




the condition of a structure that is held together with corroded nails.













nail varnish






noun






(Brit.)

 nail polish.














nail wrap






noun




a type of beauty treatment, in which a nail strengthener, usu. containing fibers, is either brushed on or applied with adhesive.













nainsook

 
/ˈnānˌso͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a fine, soft cotton fabric, originally from South Asia.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
nainsukh

 , from 
nain

 ‘eye’ + 
sukh

 ‘pleasure.’





Naipaul, V. S.

 
/ˈnīpôl, nīˈpôl/






(1932–), Trinidadian writer, resident in Britain from 1950; full name 
Sir Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul

 . He is best known for his satirical novels, such as 
A House for Mr. Biswas

 (1961) and 
In a Free State

 (1971). Other notable works: 
A Way in the World

 (1994) and 
Beyond Belief: Islamic Excursions among the Converted People

 (1998). Nobel Prize for Literature (2001).









naira

 
/ˈnīrə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Nigeria, equal to 100 kobo.











– origin

 contraction of Nigeria
 .





Nairobi

 
/nīˈrōbē/






the capital of Kenya; pop. 3,010,000 (est. 2007). It is situated on the central Kenyan plateau at an altitude of 5,500 feet (1,680 m).









Naismith, James

 
/ˈnāˌsmiTH/






(1861–1939), Canadian-American physical education teacher. He invented the game of basketball in 1891, while teaching at the International YMCA Training School in Springfield, Massachusetts. Basketball Hall of Fame (1959).









naissant

 
/ˈnāsənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of a charge, especially an animal) issuing from the middle of an ordinary, especially a fess.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, literally ‘being born,’ present participle of 
naître

 , from Latin 
nasci

 ‘be born.’






naive

 
/nīˈēv /

 
naïve





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or action) showing a lack of experience, wisdom, or judgment




•
 
the rather naive young man had been totally misled.










2.
 
(of a person) natural and unaffected; innocent




•
 
Andy had a sweet, naive look when he smiled.










3.
 
of or denoting art produced in a straightforward style that deliberately rejects sophisticated artistic techniques and has a bold directness resembling a child's work, typically in bright colors with little or no perspective.








II.
 
derivatives





naiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
naïve

 , feminine of 
naïf

 , from Latin 
nativus

 ‘native, natural.’





naively

 
/näˈēvlē /

 
naïvely






adverb




in a way that shows a lack of experience, wisdom, or judgment




•
 
I naively thought having wealth would bring happiness




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a naively optimistic vision of the future.



















naiveté

 
/ˌnäˌēvəˈtā näˈēv(ə)ˌtā /

 
naïveté
 , 

‹Brit.›

 naivety





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lack of experience, wisdom, or judgment




•
 
the administration's naiveté and inexperience in foreign policy.










2.
 
innocence or unsophistication




•
 
they took advantage of his naiveté and deep pockets.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
naïveté

 , from 
naïf

 , 
-ive

 (see naive
 ).






Najaf

 
/nəˈjäf /

 
an-Najaf






a city in southern Iraq, on the Euphrates River; pop. 500,000 (est. 2003). It contains the shrine of 
Ali

 , the prophet Muhammad's son-in-law, and is a holy city for the Shiite Muslims.










naked

 
/ˈnākid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or part of the body) without clothes




•
 
he'd never seen a naked woman before




•
 
he was stripped naked.










2.
 
(of an object) without the usual covering or protection




•
 
her room was lit by a single naked bulb.










3.
 
(of a tree, plant, or animal) without leaves, hairs, scales, shell, etc.




•
 
the twisted trunks and naked branches of the trees.










4.
 
exposed to harm; unprotected or vulnerable




•
 
John looked naked and defenseless without his glasses.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of something such as feelings or behavior) undisguised; blatant




•
 
naked, unprovoked aggression




•
 
the naked truth.














II.
 
derivatives





nakedly

 
/ˈnākidlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
nacod

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
naakt

 and German 
nackt

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
nudus

 and Sanskrit 
nagna

 .





naked eye






noun

 — (usu. 
the naked eye

 )


1.
 
unassisted vision, without a telescope, microscope, or other device




•
 
threadworm eggs are so small that they cannot be seen with the naked eye.



















naked mole rat






noun




a blind and hairless mole rat living in large underground colonies in eastern Africa. The colony structure is similar to that of social insects, with only one pair breeding and most other individuals acting as workers.

[
Heterocephalus glaber

 , family 
Bathyergidae

 .]













nakedness

 
/ˈnākədnəs/






noun




the state or fact of being naked




•
 
he made no attempt to conceal his nakedness.



















naker

 
/ˈnākər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a kettledrum.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nacaire

 , from Arabic 
naḳḳāra

 ‘drum.’





nakfa

 
/ˈnäkfə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Eritrea, equal to 100 cents.











– origin

 1990s: from 
Nakfa

 , the name of the town where the country's armed struggle against the Ethiopian regime was launched.






Nakhichevan

 
/ˌnäkiCHəˈvän/






Russian name for Naxçivan
 .









Nakuru

 
/nəˈko͞oro͞o/






an industrial city in western Kenya; pop. 275,700 (est. 2009). Nearby is Lake Nakuru, noted for its spectacular flocks of flamingos.









Nalchik

 
/ˈnälCHik/






a city in the Caucasus, in southwestern Russia, capital of the republic of Kabardino-Balkaria; pop. 269,600 (est. 2008).









nalidixic acid

 
/ˌnāliˌdiksik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that inhibits the multiplication of bacteria, used chiefly to treat urinary infections.

[A heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C12
 H12
 N2
 O3
 .]











– origin

 1960s: 
nalidixic

 by rearrangement of elements from naphthalene
 , 
carboxylic

 , and di-
 1
 (forming the systematic name).






naloxone

 
/nəˈläksōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug, similar to morphine, that blocks opiate receptors in the nervous system.











– origin

 1960s: contraction of 
N-allylnoroxymorphone

 .





naltrexone

 
/nalˈtreksōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug, similar to morphine, that blocks opiate receptors in the nervous system and is used chiefly in the treatment of heroin addiction.











– origin

 1970s: from a contraction of 
N-al(lylnoroxymorph)one

 (see naloxone
 ), with the insertion of the arbitrary element 
-trex-

 .





Nam

 
/näm nam /

 
’Nam






informal name for Vietnam
 in the context of the Vietnam War.









NAM






abbreviation




National Association of Manufacturers.













Nama

 
/ˈnämä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of one of the Khoikhoi peoples of South Africa and southwestern Namibia.




2.
 
the Khoisan language of the Nama.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nama or their language.











– origin

 the name in Nama.





Namangan

 
/ˌnäməNGˈɡän/






a city in eastern Uzbekistan, near the border with Kyrgyzstan; pop. 446,200 (est. 2007).









Namaqualand

 
/nəˈmäkwəˌland/






a region of southwestern Africa, the homeland of the Nama people. 
Little Namaqualand

 lies immediately to the south of the Orange River in South Africa, while 
Great Namaqualand

 lies to the north of the river in Namibia.










namaskar

 
/ˌnäməsˈkär/





I.
 
noun




a traditional Indian greeting or gesture of respect, made by bringing the palms together before the face or chest and bowing.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
namaskāra

 , from 
namas

 ‘bowing’ + 
kāra

 ‘action.’





namaste

 
/ˈnäməˌstā/





I.
 
exclamation




a respectful greeting said when giving a namaskar.








II.
 
noun




another term for namaskar
 .











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
namas

 ‘bowing’ + 
te

 ‘to you.’





Namath, Joe

 
/ˈnāməTH/






(1943–), US football player; full name 
Joseph William Namath

 ; nickname 
Broadway Joe

 . A quarterback with the New York Jets 1965–76, he led them to a 1969 Super Bowl title. He also played for the Los Angeles Rams 1977. Football Hall of Fame (1985).










namby-pamby

 
/ˌnambēˈpambē/





I.
 
adjective






‹derogatory›

 lacking energy, strength, or courage; feeble or effeminate in behavior or expression




•
 
these weren't namby-pamby fights, but brutal affairs where heads hit the sidewalk.














II.
 
noun




a feeble or effeminate person.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: fanciful formation based on the given name of 
Ambrose

 Philips (died 1749), an English writer whose pastorals were ridiculed by the writers Henry Carey (1687?–1743) and Alexander Pope (1688–1744).






name

 
/nām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or set of words by which a person, animal, place, or thing is known, addressed, or referred to




•
 
my name is Parsons, John Parsons




•
 
Köln is the German 
name for

 Cologne.










2.
 
a famous person




•
 
as usual, the big race will lure the top names.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a reputation, especially a good one




•
 
he set up a school that gained a name for excellence.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a name to




•
 
hundreds of diseases had not yet been isolated or named




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she named the child Edward.










2.
 
identify by name; give the correct name for




•
 
the dead man has been 
named as

 John Mackintosh.










3.
 
give a particular title or epithet to




•
 
she was named “Artist of the Decade.”










4.
 
mention or cite by name




•
 
the sea is as crystal clear as any spot in the Caribbean you might care to name.










5.
 
appoint (someone) to a particular position or task




•
 
he was named to head a joint UN–OAS diplomatic effort.










6.
 
specify (an amount, time, or place) as something desired, suggested, or decided on




•
 
he showed them the picture and named a price.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or commercial product) having a name that is widely known




•
 
countless specialized 
name brands

 geared to niche markets.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
by name






using the name of someone or something




•
 
ask for the street by name.















2.
 
by the name of






called




•
 
a woman by the name of Smith.















3.
 
call someone names






insult someone verbally.









4.
 
give one's name to






invent, discover, found, or be closely associated with something that then becomes known by one's name




•
 
Lou Gehrig gave his name to the disease that claimed his life.















5.
 
something has someone's name on it






a person is destined or particularly suited to receive or experience a specified thing




•
 
he feared the next bullet would have his name on it.















6.
 
have to one's name






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — have in one's possession




•
 
I had a child on the way and hardly a penny to my name.















7.
 
in all but name






existing in a particular state but not formally recognized as such




•
 
these new punks are hippies in all but name.















8.
 
in someone's name





a.
 
formally registered as belonging to or reserved for someone




•
 
the house was in her name.










b.
 
on behalf of someone




•
 
he began to question what had been done in his name.















9.
 
in the name of





a.
 
bearing or using the name of a specified person or organization




•
 
a driver's license in the name of William Sanders.










b.
 
for the sake of




•
 
he withdrew his candidacy in the name of party unity.










c.
 
by the authority of




•
 
crimes committed in the name of religion.










d.
 
(
in the name of Christ/God/heaven

 , etc.)
 — used for emphasis




•
 
what in the name of God do you think you're doing?















10.
 
in name only






by description but not in reality




•
 
a college in name only.















11.
 
make a name for oneself






become well known




•
 
by the time he was thirty-five, he had made a name for himself as a contractor.















12.
 
name the day






arrange a date for a specific occasion, especially a wedding.









13.
 
one's name is mud






see mud
 .









14.
 
name names






mention specific names, especially of people involved in something wrong or illegal




•
 
if you're convinced my staff is part of this operation, then name names.















15.
 
the name of the game








‹informal›

 the main purpose or most important aspect of a situation




•
 
the name of the game is short-term gain.















16.
 
put down (or enter) one's (or someone's) name






apply to enter an educational institution, course, competition, etc.




•
 
I 
put

 my 
name down for

 the course.















17.
 
put a name to






remember or report what someone or something is called




•
 
viewers were asked if they could put a name to the voice of the kidnapper.















18.
 
take someone's name in vain






see vain
 .









19.
 
to name (but) a few






giving only these as examples, even though more could be cited




•
 
the ingredients used are drawn from nature—avocado, lemongrass, and chamomile to name a few.















20.
 
what's in a name?






names are arbitrary labels




•
 
What's in a name? If you know her by Elizabeth or Lizzie, she's still the same person.















21.
 
you name it








‹informal›

 whatever you can think of (used to express the extent or variety of something)




•
 
easy-to-assemble kits of trains, cars, trucks, ships … you name it.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs





name someone/something after (also for)






call someone or something by the same name as




•
 
Nathaniel 
was named after

 his maternal grandfather




•
 
Ricksburg, Idaho, 
named for

 one Thomas Ricks.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nameable

 
/ˈnāməb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
namer






noun



















– origin

 Old English
nama

 , 
noma

 (noun), 
(ge)namian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
naam

 and German 
Name

 , from a root shared by Latin 
nomen

 and Greek 
onoma

 .





name-calling

 
/ˈnām ˌkôliNG/





I.
 
noun




abusive language or insults.








II.
 
derivatives





name-caller






noun





















namecheck

 
/ˈnāmˌCHek/





I.
 
noun




a public mention or listing of the name of a person or thing such as a product, especially in acknowledgment or for publicity purposes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publicly mention or list the name of




•
 
he namechecks a legion of producers and DJs.



















name day

 
/ˈnām ˌdā/






noun




the feast day of a saint after whom a person is named.














name-dropping

 
/nām ˈdräpiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of casually mentioning the names of famous people one knows or claims to know in order to impress others.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
name-drop

 
/ˈnāmdräp /






verb













2.
 
name-dropper

 
/ˈnām ˌdräpər /






noun





















nameless

 
/ˈnāmləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no name or no known name.




2.
 
deliberately not identified; anonymous




•
 
the director of a voluntary organization which shall remain nameless.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a child) illegitimate.




4.
 
(especially of an emotion) not easy to describe; indefinable




•
 
a nameless yearning for transcendence.










5.
 
too loathsome or horrific to be described




•
 
the myths talk about nameless horrors infesting our universe.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
namelessly

 
/ˈnāmləslē /






adverb













2.
 
namelessness

 
/ˈnāmləsnəs /






noun





















namely

 
/ˈnāmlē/






adverb




that is to say; to be specific (used to introduce detailed information or a specific example)




•
 
to me there is only one kind of rock, namely, loud rock.




















Namen

 
/ˈnämən/






Flemish name for Namur
 .










Namenda

 
/nəˈmendə/






noun




trademark for memantine
 .













nameplate

 
/ˈnāmˌplāt/






noun



1.
 
a plate or sign, typically made of metal, displaying the name of someone, such as the person working in a building or the builder of a ship.




2.
 


(US)

 a brand of a product, especially a maker of automobiles




•
 
Honda is busiest among the import nameplates, with three new cars and a sport utility vehicle.



















namesake

 
/ˈnāmˌsāk/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that has the same name as another




•
 
Hugh Capet paved the way for his son and namesake to be crowned king of France.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the phrase 
for the name's sake

 .





nametape

 
/ˈnāmtāp/






noun




a piece of cloth tape bearing the name of a person, fixed to a garment of theirs to identify it.













Namib Desert

 
/ˌnämib ˈdezərt/






a desert in southwestern Africa. It extends for 1,200 miles (1,900 km) along the Atlantic coast from the Curoca River in southwestern Angola through Namibia to the border between Namibia and South Africa.










Namibia

 
/nəˈmibēə/






I.

1.
 
a country in southwestern Africa, largely desert, with a coastline on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 2,108,700 (est. 2009); capital, Windhoek; languages, English (official), Afrikaans, and various Bantu and Khoisan languages.





Namibia was made the protectorate of German South West Africa in 1884. In 1920, it was mandated to South Africa by the League of Nations and became known as South West Africa. Despite international pressure, South Africa continued to administer the country after the ending of the UN mandate in 1964 and agreed to withdraw only after several years of fighting by SWAPO guerrillas. Namibia became fully independent in 1990.




II.
 
derivatives





Namibian

 
/nəˈmibēən /






adjective, noun





















Nampa

 
/ˈnampə/






a city in southwestern Idaho, southwest of Boise; pop. 80,362 (est. 2008).









nam pla

 
/ˌnäm ˈplä/






noun




Thai term for fish sauce
 .













Nampo

 
/ˌnämˈpō /

 
Chinnampo






an industrial city in western North Korea, southwest of Pyongyang, for which it is the port; pop. 471,100 (est. 2009).










Namur

 
/nəˈmo͝or/





I.
 
a province in central Belgium. It was the scene of the last German offensive in the Ardennes in 1945.

Flemish name Namen
 .




II.
 
the capital of this province, at the junction of the Meuse and Sambre rivers; pop. 107,939 (2008).









nan1


 
/nän /

 
naan





I.
 
noun




(in Indian cooking) a type of leavened bread, typically of teardrop shape and traditionally cooked in a clay oven.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
nān

 .





nana2


 
/ˈnanə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 one's grandmother.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: child's pronunciation of nanny
 or gran
 .





Nanaimo bar

 
/nəˈnīmō ˌbär/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a dessert consisting of a crust of chocolate and cookie crumbs, typically covered with vanilla buttercream filling and a chocolate glaze.











– origin

 from 
Nanaimo

 , the name of a city in the Canadian province of British Columbia.





Nanak

 
/ˈnänək/






(1469–1539), Indian religious leader and founder of Sikhism; known as 
Guru Nanak

 . He preached that spiritual liberation could be achieved through meditating on the name of God. His teachings are contained in a number of hymns that form part of the Adi Granth.









nance

 
/nans/






noun




another term for nancy
 .













Nanchang

 
/ˌnänˈCHäNG/






a city in southeastern China, capital of Jiangxi province; pop. 1,613,200 (est. 2006).










nancy

 
/ˈnansē /

 

‹informal, offensive›






I.
 
noun




an effeminate or homosexual man.








II.
 
adjective




effeminate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Ann

 .





Nancy

 
/ˈnänsē/






a city in northeastern France, chief town of Lorraine; pop. 107,434 (2006).









NAND

 
/nand/






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a Boolean operator that gives the value zero if and only if all the operands have a value of one, and otherwise has a value of one (equivalent to NOT AND).




2.
 
(also 
NAND gate

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a circuit that produces an output signal until there are signals on all of its inputs.













Nandi

 
/ˈnändē /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
a bull that serves as the mount of Shiva and symbolizes fertility.







– origin

 Sanskrit.






nandina

 
/nanˈdēnə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen eastern Asian shrub that resembles bamboo and is cultivated for its foliage, which turns red or bronze in autumn.

Also called celestial bamboo
 . [
Nandina domestica

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), adapted from Japanese 
nanten

 .





nandrolone

 
/ˈnandrəˌlōn/





I.
 
noun




an anabolic steroid with tissue-building properties, used unlawfully to enhance performance in sports.











– origin

 1950s: shortened form of its chemical name 
norandrostenolone

 .





Nanga Parbat

 
/ˌnäNGɡə ˈpärbət/






a mountain in northern Pakistan, in the western Himalayas. It is 26,660 feet (8,126 m) high.










Nanjing

 
/nanˈjiNG /

 
Nanking






a city in eastern China, on the Yangtze River, capital of Jiangsu province; pop. 4,105,400 (est. 2006).









nankeen

 
/nanˈkēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellowish cotton cloth.




2.
 
(
nankeens

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 pants made of nankeen.




3.
 
the characteristic yellowish-buff color of nankeen.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from the name of the city of 
Nanking

 (see Nanjing
 ), where it was first made.





Nanning

 
/ˈnäˈniNG/






the capital of Guangxi Zhuang, an autonomous region in southern China; pop. 1,277,300 (est. 2006).









nannofossil

 
/ˈnanōˌfäsəl /

 
nanofossil





I.
 
noun




the fossil of a minute planktonic organism, especially a calcareous unicellular alga.











– origin

 1960s: 
nanno-

 from 
nannoplankton

 (variant of nanoplankton
 ) + fossil
 .






nanny

 
/ˈnanē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, typically a woman, employed to care for a child in its own home.




2.
 
a person or institution regarded as interfering and overprotective.




3.
 
(in full 
nanny goat

 )
 — a female goat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
nannying

 )


1.
 
be overprotective toward




•
 
his well-intentioned nannying.














III.
 
derivatives





nannyish






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a noun): nickname for the given name 
Ann

 . The verb dates from the 1950s.





nanny cam






noun




a webcam or closed-circuit television camera in a private home for parents to monitor their babysitter.













nannygai

 
/ˈnanēˌɡī/





I.
 
noun




the redfish of Australia (
Centroberyx affinis

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a New South Wales Aboriginal language.





nanny state






noun




the government regarded as overprotective or as interfering unduly with personal choice.













nano

 
/ˈnanō/






noun






‹informal›

 short for nanotechnology
 .













nano-

 
/ˈnanō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a factor of 10−9
 (used commonly in units of measurement)




•
 
nanosecond.










2.
 
denoting a very small item




•
 
nanoplankton.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
nanos

 ‘dwarf.’






nanobacterium

 
/ˌnanōbakˈtirēəm ˌnanəo͝obakˈtiriəm/






noun




a microorganism about a tenth the size of the smallest normal bacteria, claimed to have been discovered in living tissue and in rock.













nanobe

 
/ˈnanˌōb ˈnāˌnōb/





I.
 
noun




another term for nanobacterium
 .











– origin

 by shortening and alteration.





nanobot

 
/ˈnanōˌbät/






noun




a hypothetical, very small, self-propelled machine, especially one that has some degree of autonomy and can reproduce.













nanocomposite

 
/ˌnanōˈkämpəzit/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a composite material that has a grain size measured in nanometers.








II.
 
noun




a nanocomposite material.













nanodiamond

 
/ˈnanōˌdīmənd/






noun




a diamond particle with dimensions of only a few nanometers




•
 
you can't actually see them, because at roughly five nanometers long, nanodiamonds are invisible to the naked eye.



















nanofiber

 
/ˈnanōˌfībər /

 


‹Brit.›

 nanofibre






noun




a fiber of material with a thickness or diameter of only a few nanometers




•
 
filters coated with nanofibers can dramatically improve filtration efficiency.



















nanogram

 
/ˈnanəˌɡram /

 
ng






noun




one billionth of a gram.













nanomaterial

 
/ˈnanōməˌtirēəl/






noun




a material having particles or constituents of nanoscale dimensions, or one that is produced by nanotechnology.













nanomedicine

 
/ˈnanōˌmedəsən/






noun




the branch of medicine concerned with the use of nanotechnology




•
 
scientists are working on various types of nanoparticles for use in nanomedicine, especially to diagnose and treat cancer.



















nanometer

 
/ˈnanəˌmēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 nanometre
 , nm






noun




one billionth of a meter.













nanoparticle

 
/ˈnanōˌpärdik(ə)l/






noun




a nanoscale particle.














nanoplankton

 
/ˌnanōˈplaNGktən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 very small unicellular plankton, at the limits of resolution of light microscopy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from Greek 
nanos

 ‘dwarf’ + plankton
 .





nanopore

 
/ˈnanōˌpôr/





I.
 
noun




a pore or cavity with dimensions of only a few nanometers




•
 
the silica layers had created a vast warren of nanopores, forming a sponge that soaked up any surface water instantly.














II.
 
derivatives





nanoporous

 
/ˈnanōˌpôrəs /






adjective





















nanorobot

 
/ˈnanəˌrōbät, -bət, ˈnā-/






noun




a machine made from individual atoms or molecules that is designed to perform a small and specific job.













nanorod

 
/ˈnanōˌräd/






noun




a rod of material with a thickness or diameter of only a few nanometers




•
 
these nanorods are about 10,000 times smaller than the diameter of a human hair.




















nanoscale

 
/ˈnanəˌskāl, ˈnā-/






adjective




of a size measurable in nanometers or microns




•
 
the use of viruses as nanoscale building tools.



















nanoscience

 
/ˈnanōˌsīəns/






noun




the study of objects, phenomena, etc., on the nanometer scale




•
 
in nanoscience, experimental and theoretical research advance side by side




•
 
part of the magic of nanoscience is that on the scale of a billionth of a meter, matter and materials behave in ways that are not yet known.



















nanoscopic

 
/ˌnanōˈskäpik/






adjective



1.
 
another term for nanoscale
 .




2.
 
extremely small




•
 
his comment contains a nanoscopic grain of truth.



















nanosecond

 
/ˈnanōˌsekənd /

 
ns






noun



1.
 
one billionth of a second.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a very short time; a moment




•
 
he replied without a nanosecond's hesitation.



















nanosized

 
/ˈnanōˌsīzd /

 
nanosize /ˈnanōˌsīz/







adjective




having dimensions of only a few nanometers




•
 
the surface of a lotus leaf is dotted with nanosized wax particles




•
 
nanosize diamonds have been discovered in the Greenland ice sheet.



















nanosphere

 
/ˈnanōˌsfir/






noun




a sphere of material with a diameter of only a few nanometers




•
 
the silicon vapor condenses to form silicon nanospheres, which collect together in long strings.



















nanostructure

 
/ˈnanəˌstrəkCHər, ˈnā-/






noun




a structure, especially a semiconductor device, that has dimensions of only a few nanometers.













nanotech

 
/ˈnanōtek/






noun




short for nanotechnology
 .














nanotechnology

 
/ˌnanōˌtekˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of technology that deals with dimensions and tolerances of less than 100 nanometers, especially the manipulation of individual atoms and molecules.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nanotechnological

 
/ˌnanōˌteknəˈläjik(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
nanotechnologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















nanotube

 
/ˈnanōˌto͞ob/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a tubular molecule composed of a large number of carbon atoms




•
 
nanotubes might replace some metal electronic components, leading to faster devices.



















nanowire

 
/ˈnanəˌwī(ə)r, ˈnā-/






noun




a nanoscale rod made of semiconducting material, used in miniature transistors and some laser applications.













Nansen, Fridtjof

 
/ˈnansən, ˈnän-/






(1861–1930), Norwegian Arctic explorer. In 1888, he led the first expedition to cross the Greenland ice fields, and, five years later, on board the 
Fram

 , he sailed from Siberia for the North Pole, which he failed to reach. He later organized relief work among the victims of famine in Russia. Nobel Peace Prize (1922).









Nansen passport






noun






‹historical›

 a document of identification issued to stateless people after World War I.














Nansha Islands

 
/nänˈSHä ˌīləndz/






Chinese name for the Spratly Islands
 .









Nantes

 
/nänt/






a city in western France, on the Loire River, capital of Pays de la Loire region; pop. 290,871 (2006).









Nantes, Edict of






an edict of 1598 signed by Henry IV of France granting toleration to Protestants and ending the French Wars of Religion. It was revoked by Louis XIV in 1685.









Nantucket

 
/nanˈtəkət/






an island off the coast of Massachusetts, south of Cape Cod and east of Martha's Vineyard. Now a popular resort, it was an important whaling center during the 18th and 19th centuries.










nap1


 
/nap/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sleep lightly or briefly, especially during the day.








II.
 
noun




a short sleep, especially during the day




•
 
excuse me, I'll just take a little nap.














III.
 
phrases





catch someone napping








‹informal›

 (of a person, action, or event) find someone off guard and unprepared to respond




•
 
he caught the runner napping off second base and tagged him out.





















– origin

 Old English 
hnappian

 , probably of Germanic origin.






nap2


 
/nap/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the raised hairs, threads, or similar small projections on the surface of fabric or suede (used especially with reference to the direction in which they naturally lie)




•
 
carefully machine the seam, following the direction of the nap.














II.
 
derivatives





napless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
noppe

 , from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
noppe

 ‘nap,’ 
noppen

 ‘trim the nap from.’





nap3


 
/nap/





I.
 
noun




a card game resembling whist in which players declare the number of tricks they expect to take, up to five.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of napoleon
 , the original name of the card game.





nap4


 
/nap/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) refuse, especially habitually, to go on at the rider's instruction; jib.











– origin

 1950s: back-formation from 
nappy

 , an adjective first used to describe heady beer (late Middle English), later used in the sense ‘intoxicated by drink’ (early 18th cent.), and since the 1920s used to describe a disobedient horse.





Napa

 
/ˈnapə/






a commercial city in north central California, hub of the wine-making Napa Valley; pop. 74,547 (est. 2008).









NAPA






abbreviation




National Association of Performing Artists.













napa cabbage

 
/ˈnapə, ˈnä-/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cabbagelike Chinese plant whose long, white leaves are used in salads and cooking.











– origin

 
napa

 , of unknown origin.





napalm

 
/ˈnāˌpä(l)m/





I.
 
noun




a highly flammable sticky jelly used in incendiary bombs and flamethrowers, consisting of gasoline thickened with special soaps.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack with bombs containing napalm.











– origin

 1940s: from 
na(phthenic)

 and 
palm(itic acid)

 .





nape

 
/nāp/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
nape of the neck

 )


1.
 
the back of a person's neck.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





Naperville

 
/ˈnāpərˌvil/






a city in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 143,117 (est. 2008).









napery

 
/ˈnāpərē/





I.
 
noun




household linen, especially tablecloths and napkins.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
naperie

 , from 
nape

 ‘tablecloth.’





Naphtali

 
/ˈnaftəˌlī/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, second son of Jacob and Bilhah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.










naphtha

 
/ˈnapTHə ˈnafTHə/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a flammable oil containing various hydrocarbons, obtained by the dry distillation of organic substances such as coal, shale, or petroleum.











– origin

 late Middle English 
napte

 , from Latin 
naphtha

 , from Greek, of Asian origin; the Latin spelling was introduced in the late 16th cent.






naphthalene

 
/ˈnafTHəˌlēn ˈnapTHəˌlēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile white crystalline compound produced by the distillation of coal tar, used in mothballs and as a raw material for chemical manufacture.

[A bicyclic aromatic hydrocarbon; chem. formula: C10
 H8
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





naphthalic

 
/nafˈTHalik, nap- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from naphtha
 + -ene
 , with the insertion of 
-l-

 for ease of pronunciation.





naphthene

 
/ˈnafTHēn, ˈnapTHēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of cyclic aliphatic hydrocarbons (e.g., cyclohexane) obtained from petroleum.








II.
 
derivatives





naphthenic

 
/napˈTHenik napˈTHēnik nafˈTHenik nafˈTHēnik /






adjective





















naphthol

 
/ˈnapˌTHôl ˈnapˌTHäl ˈnafˌTHôl ˈnafˌTHäl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline solid derived from naphthalene, used to make antiseptics and dyes.

[Chem. formula: C10
 H7
 OH; two isomers, esp. naphthalen-2-ol (
β-naphthol

 ).]














Napier, John

 
/ˈnāpēər, nəˈpi(ə)r/






(1550–1617), Scottish mathematician. He invented the logarithm.










napier grass

 
/ˈnāpēər ˌɡräs/






noun




another term for elephant grass
 .













Napierian logarithm

 
/nāˈpi(ə)rēən, nə-/





I.
 
noun




another term for natural logarithm
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after J. 
Napier

 (see Napier, John
 ).





Napier's bones






plural noun






[Mathematics]

 slips of ivory or other material divided into sections marked with digits, devised by John Napier and formerly used to facilitate multiplication and division.














napkin

 
/ˈnapkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
table napkin

 )
 — a square piece of cloth or paper used at a meal to wipe the fingers or lips and to protect garments, or to serve food on.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for sanitary napkin
 .




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a baby's diaper.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nappe

 ‘tablecloth’ (from Latin 
mappa

 : see map
 ) + -kin
 .





napkin ring






noun




a ring used to hold (and distinguish) a person's table napkin when not in use.














Naples

 
/ˈnāpəlz/





I.
 
a city and port on the western coast of Italy; pop. 963,661 (2008). It was formerly the capital of the kingdom of Naples and Sicily (1816–60).

Italian name Napoli
 .




II.
 
a resort city in southwestern Florida, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 21,532 (est. 2008).







– origin

 from Latin 
Neapolis

 , from Greek 
neos

 ‘new’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’





Naples yellow





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pale yellow pigment containing lead and antimony oxides.




2.
 
the pale yellow color of Naples yellow, now commonly produced using cadmium, zinc, or iron-based substitutes.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after Naples
 , the city where such a pigment was originally made.






napoleon

 
/nəˈpōlēən/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a flaky rectangular pastry with a sweet filling.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a gold twenty-franc French coin minted during the reign of Napoleon I.




3.
 
(also 
napoleon boot

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a 19th-century man's boot reaching above the knee in front and with a piece cut out behind, originally worn by cavalrymen.













Napoleon

 
/nəˈpōlēən/





I.
 
the name of three rulers of France.




II.
 


Napoleon I

 (1769–1821), emperor 1804–14 and 1815; full name 
Napoleon Bonaparte

 ; known as 
Napoleon

 . In 1799, he joined a conspiracy that overthrew the Directory, becoming the supreme ruler of France. He declared himself emperor in 1804 and established an empire stretching from Spain to Poland. After defeats at Trafalgar in 1805 and in Russia in 1812, he abdicated and was exiled to the island of Elba in 1814. He returned to power in 1815, but was defeated at Waterloo and exiled to the island of St. Helena.




III.
 


Napoleon II

 (1811–32), son of Napoleon I and Empress Marie-Louise; full name 
Napoleon François Charles Joseph Bonaparte

 .




IV.
 


Napoleon III

 (1808–73), emperor 1852–70; full name 
Charles Louis Napoleon Bonaparte

 ; known as 
Louis-Napoleon

 . A nephew of Napoleon I, Napoleon III was elected president of the Second Republic in 1848 and staged a coup in 1851.









Napoleonic Wars

 
/nəˌpōlēänik ˈwôrz/






a series of campaigns (1800–15) of French armies under Napoleon against Austria, Russia, Great Britain, Portugal, Prussia, and other European powers. They ended with Napoleon's defeat at the Battle of Waterloo.










Napoli

 
/ˈnäpəlē/






Italian name for Naples
 .









nappa

 
/ˈnapə /

 
napa





I.
 
noun




a soft leather made by a special tawing process from the skin of sheep or goats.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Napa

 , the name of a valley in California.





nappe

 
/nap/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sheet of rock that has moved sideways over neighboring strata as a result of an overthrust or folding.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
nappe

 ‘tablecloth.’





napped1


 
/napt/






adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a textile) having a nap, usually of a specified kind




•
 
a long-napped paint roller.



















napped2






I.
 
adjective




(of food) served in a sauce or other liquid




•
 
mushrooms 
napped with

 melted butter.

















– origin

 1970s: from French 
napper

 ‘coat with (a sauce),’ from 
nappe

 ‘cloth,’ figuratively ‘pool of liquid,’ + -ed
 2
 .





nappy1


 
/ˈnapē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a baby's diaper.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of napkin
 .





nappy2


 
/ˈnapē/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a black person's hair) frizzy.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘shaggy’): from Middle Dutch 
noppigh

 , Middle Low German 
noppich

 , from 
noppe

 (see nap
 2
 ). The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





nappy valley






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a relatively affluent district or neighborhood inhabited by a large number of families with young children




•
 
yummy mummies in nappy valley may be economizing, but they are still meeting for lunch and coffee on a regular basis.



















naproxen

 
/nəˈpräksən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as an anti-inflammatory drug, especially in the treatment of headache and arthritis.

[Chem. formula: C14
 H14
 O3
 .]











– origin

 1970s: from 
na(phthyl)

 + 
pr(opionic)

 + 
ox(y-)

 , + 
-en

 on the pattern of words such as 
tamoxifen

 .





Nara

 
/ˈnärə/






a city in central Japan, on the island of Honshu; pop. 367,902 (2007). It was the first capital of Japan (710–784) and an important center of Japanese Buddhism.









Narayan, R. K.

 
/nəˈrīən/






(1906–2001), Indian novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Rasipuram Krishnaswamy Narayan

 . Many of his novels are set in Malgudi, an imaginary small Indian town. Notable works: 
Swami and Friends

 (1935), 
The Man-Eater of Malgudi

 (1961), and 
The Painter of Signs

 (1977).









Narayanganj

 
/nəˈräyəNGˌɡənj/






a river port in Bangladesh, on the Ganges delta southeast of Dhaka; pop. 286,699 (2006).










narc

 
/närk /

 
nark





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a federal agent or police officer who enforces the laws regarding illicit sale or use of drugs and narcotics.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of narcotic
 .





narcissism

 
/ˈnärsəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive or erotic interest in oneself and one's physical appearance.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 extreme selfishness, with a grandiose view of one's own talents and a craving for admiration, as characterizing a personality type.




3.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 self-centeredness arising from failure to distinguish the self from external objects, either in very young babies or as a feature of mental disorder.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Latin from the Greek name 
Narkissos

 (see Narcissus
 ) + -ism
 .





narcissist

 
/ˈnärsəsəst/






noun




a person who has an excessive interest in or admiration of themselves




•
 
narcissists who think the world revolves around them




•
 
narcissists preening themselves in front of the mirror.



















narcissistic

 
/ˌnärsəˈsistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an excessive or erotic interest in oneself and one's physical appearance




•
 
a narcissistic actress.










2.
 
relating to narcissism




•
 
narcissistic personality disorder.














II.
 
derivatives





narcissistically

 
/ˌnärsəˈsistik(ə)lē /






adverb






















narcissus

 
/närˈsisəs/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous Eurasian plant of a genus that includes the daffodil, especially (in gardening) one with flowers that have white or pale outer petals and a shallow orange or yellow cup in the center.

[Genus 
Narcissus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ): many species and varieties, in particular 
N. poeticus

 .]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
narkissos

 , perhaps from 
narkē

 ‘numbness,’ with reference to its narcotic effects.






Narcissus

 
/närˈsisəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a beautiful youth who rejected the nymph Echo and fell in love with his own reflection in a pool. He pined away and was changed into the flower that bears his name.









narco

 
/ˈnärkō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 narcotics; illegal drugs


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the multi-billion dollar narco trade.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a dealer in drugs




•
 
political bosses who may have links to the narcos.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of narcotic
 .






narco-





I.
 
combining form




relating to narcotic drugs or their use




•
 
narcoterrorism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
narkē

 ‘numbness.’





narcocorrido

 
/ˌnärkōkôˈrēdō/





I.
 
noun




a ballad in a traditional Mexican musical style whose lyrics recount the exploits of drug traffickers




•
 
even the harshest narcocorridos are merely sweet-sounding polkas if you don't know the words.

















– origin

 1990s: Spanish, from narco-
 + corrido
 .





narcolepsy

 
/ˈnärkəˌlepsē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by an extreme tendency to fall asleep whenever in relaxing surroundings.








II.
 
derivatives





narcoleptic

 
/ˌnärkəˈleptik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
narkē

 ‘numbness,’ on the pattern of 
epilepsy

 .





narcosis

 
/närˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a state of stupor, drowsiness, or unconsciousness produced by drugs.

See also nitrogen narcosis
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
narkōsis

 , from 
narkoun

 ‘make numb.’





narco-state

 
/ˈnärkōˌstāt/





I.
 
noun




a state whose economy is dependent on the trade in illegal drugs




•
 
he turned his nation into a narco-state by giving drug cartels free rein to produce and ship cocaine.

















– origin

 1970s: from narco-
 + state
 .





narco-terrorism

 
/ˌnärkōˈterəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




terrorism associated with trade in illicit drugs.








II.
 
derivatives





narco-terrorist

 
/ˌnärkōˈterərəst /






noun



















– origin

 1980s: from narco-
 ‘relating to illegal narcotics’ + terrorism
 .






narcotic

 
/närˈkädik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drug or other substance affecting mood or behavior and sold for nonmedical purposes, especially an illegal one.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a drug that relieves pain and induces drowsiness, stupor, or insensibility.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting narcotics or their effects or use




•
 
the substance has a mild narcotic effect.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
narcotically

 
/-tik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
narcotism

 
/ˈnärkəˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
narcotique

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
narkōtikos

 , from 
narkoun

 ‘make numb.’





narcotize

 
/ˈnärkəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stupefy with or as if with a drug.




2.
 
make (something) have a soporific or narcotic effect




•
 
the essence of apple blossom narcotizes the air.














II.
 
derivatives





narcotization

 
/ˌnärkədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌnärkəˌdīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















nard

 
/närd/





I.
 
noun




the Himalayan spikenard.











– origin

 late Old English, via Latin from Greek 
nardos

 ; related to Sanskrit 
nalada

 , 
narada

 .






nares

 
/ˈnerēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the nostrils.








II.
 
derivatives





narial

 
/-ēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: plural of Latin 
naris

 ‘nostril, nose.’





narghile

 
/ˈnärɡəlē /

 
nargileh





I.
 
noun




an oriental tobacco pipe with a long tube that draws the smoke through water; a hookah.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Persian 
nārgīl

 ‘coconut, hookah,’ from Sanskrit 
nārikela

 ‘coconut.’





naris

 
/ˈnerəs/






singular form of nares
 .









nark1


 
/närk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a police informer.




2.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 an annoying person or thing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 annoy or exasperate




•
 
I was narked at being pushed around.














III.
 
phrases





nark it!








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 stop that!















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Romany 
nāk

 ‘nose.’





nark2


 
/närk/






noun




variant spelling of narc
 .













Narmada

 
/nərˈmədə/






a river that rises in Madhya Pradesh, central India, and flows west for 778 miles (1,245 km) to the Gulf of Cambay. Hindus consider it a sacred river.









Narragansett

 
/ˌnerəˈɡansət /

 
Narraganset





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people originally of Rhode Island. They came into conflict with the New England colonists in the 17th century, and few now remain.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Narragansett.











– origin

 the name in Narragansett, literally ‘people of the promontory.’





Narragansett Bay






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean in southeastern Rhode Island.










narrate

 
/ˈnerˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a spoken or written account of




•
 
the voyages, festivities, and intrigues are narrated with unflagging gusto




•
 
the tough-but-sensitive former bouncer narrates much of the story.










2.
 
provide a spoken commentary to accompany (a movie, broadcast, piece of music, etc.).








II.
 
derivatives





narratable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
narrat-

 ‘related, told,’ from the verb 
narrare

 (from 
gnarus

 ‘knowing’).





narration

 
/nəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of narrating a story




•
 
the style of narration in the novel.










2.
 
a commentary delivered to accompany a movie, broadcast, etc.




•
 
Moore's narration is often sarcastic.



















narrative

 
/ˈnerədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spoken or written account of connected events; a story




•
 
the hero of his modest narrative.










2.
 
the narrated part or parts of a literary work, as distinct from dialogue.




3.
 
the practice or art of telling stories




•
 
traditions of oral narrative.










4.
 
a representation of a particular situation or process in such a way as to reflect or conform to an overarching set of aims or values




•
 
the coalition's carefully constructed narrative about its sensitivity to recession victims.














II.
 
adjective




in the form of or concerned with narration




•
 
a narrative poem




•
 
narrative technique.














III.
 
derivatives





narratively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from French 
narratif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
narrativus

 ‘telling a story,’ from the verb 
narrare

 (see narrate
 ).





narrativity

 
/ˌnerəˈtivədē/





I.
 
noun




the quality or condition of presenting a narrative




•
 
music has developed a narrativity that lends it the character of language.

















– origin

 1970s: from French 
narrativité

 .





narrativize

 
/ˈnerədəˌvīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present or interpret (something such as experience or theory) in the form of a story or narrative.













narratology

 
/ˌnerəˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of knowledge or literary criticism that deals with the structure and function of narrative and its themes, conventions, and symbols.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
narratological

 
/ˌnarətlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
narratologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















narrator

 
/ˈnerādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who narrates something, especially a character who recounts the events of a novel or narrative poem.




2.
 
a person who delivers a commentary accompanying a movie, broadcast, piece of music, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





narratorial

 
/ˌnarəˈtôrēəl /






adjective





















narrow

 
/ˈnerō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of something that is considerably longer or higher than it is wide) of small width




•
 
he made his way down the narrow road.










2.
 
limited in extent, amount, or scope; restricted




•
 
his ability to get good results within narrow constraints of money and manpower.










3.
 
(of a person's attitude or beliefs) limited in range and lacking willingness or ability to appreciate alternative views




•
 
companies fail through their narrow view of what contributes to profit.










4.
 
precise or strict in meaning




•
 
some of the narrower definitions of democracy.










5.
 
(of a phonetic transcription) showing fine details of accent.




6.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting a vowel pronounced with the root of the tongue drawn back so as to narrow the pharynx.




7.
 
denoting or relating to a contest that is won or lost by only a very small margin




•
 
the home team just hung on for a narrow victory.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
become or make less wide


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the road narrowed and crossed an old bridge




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the embankment was built to narrow the river.










2.
 
almost close (one's eyes) so as to focus on something or someone, or to indicate anger, suspicion, or other emotion


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she narrowed her eyes at him suspiciously




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Jake's eyes had 
narrowed to

 pinpoints.










3.
 
become or make more limited or restricted in extent or scope


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their trade surplus 
narrowed to

 $70 million in January




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
New England had narrowed Denver's lead from 13 points to 4.














III.
 
noun

 — (
narrows

 )


1.
 
a narrow channel connecting two larger areas of water




•
 
a basaltic fang rising from the narrows of the Upper Missouri.














IV.
 
phrases





narrow circumstances






poverty.












V.
 
phrasal verbs





narrow something down






reduce the number of possibilities or options of something




•
 
the company has narrowed down the candidates for the job to two.


















VI.
 
derivatives





narrowish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nearu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
naar

 ‘dismal, unpleasant’ and German 
Narbe

 ‘scar.’ Early senses in English included ‘constricted’ and ‘miserly.’





narrowband

 
/ˈnerōˌband/






adjective




of or involving signals over a narrow range of frequencies.













narrowboat

 
/ˈnerōˌbōt/






noun






(Brit.)

 a canal boat less than 7 feet (2.1 m) wide with a maximum length of 70 feet (21.3 m) and steered with a tiller rather than a wheel.













narrowcast

 
/ˈnerōˌkast/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit a television program, especially by cable, or otherwise disseminate information, to a comparatively small audience defined by special interest or geographical location




•
 
the channel is licensed to narrowcast only to nondomestic outlets




•
 (as 
noun

 
narrowcasting

 )
 
one journal has avoided the narrowcasting that seems to enslave so many mainstream magazines.














II.
 
noun




transmission by narrowcasting




•
 
Colorado women's volleyball narrowcasts




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
narrowcast specialty channels.














III.
 
derivatives





narrowcaster






noun



















– origin

 1930s: back-formation from 
narrowcasting

 , on the pattern of 
broadcasting

 .





narrow escape






noun




a situation in which an accident or other unfortunate incident is barely avoided




•
 
he had a narrow escape in the street when part of a nearby house fell down.



















narrow gauge

 
/ˈnerō ɡāj/






noun




a railroad gauge that is narrower than the standard gauge of 56.5 inches (143.5 cm).













narrowly

 
/ˈnerōlē/






adverb



1.
 
by only a small margin; barely




•
 
he narrowly defeated Anderson to win a 12th term in office.










2.
 
closely or carefully




•
 
he was looking at her narrowly.










3.
 
in a limited or restricted way




•
 
narrowly defined tasks.



















narrow-minded

 
/ˌnerōˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




not willing to listen to or tolerate other people's views; prejudiced.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
narrow-mindedly

 
/ˈˌnerō ˈˌmīndidlē /






adverb













2.
 
narrow-mindedness

 
/ˌnerōˈmīndədnəs /






noun





















narrow money






noun






[Economics]

 money in forms that can be used as a medium of exchange, generally banknotes, coins, and certain balances held by banks.













narrowness

 
/ˈnerōnəs/






noun



1.
 
small width in relation to length




•
 
the narrowness of the tunnels deters many from entering




•
 
concerns about the narrowness of the roads.










2.
 
limited extent, amount, or scope




•
 
education has to compensate for the narrowness of local horizons




•
 
a weakness of his work is the narrowness of the sources.










3.
 
limited willingness or ability to appreciate alternative views




•
 
this distasteful reference revealed the narrowness of his outlook




•
 
narrowness of vision and understanding.










4.
 
the fact of a victory being achieved with only a small margin




•
 
the narrowness of the vote shows there is everything to fight for




•
 
there is a warning in the narrowness of the victory.



















Narrows

 
/ˈnarōz /

 
the Narrows






a strait about 2 miles (3.2 km) long connecting upper and lower New York Bay, between Staten Island and Brooklyn.









narthex

 
/ˈnärTHeks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an antechamber, porch, or distinct area at the western entrance of some early Christian churches, separated off by a railing and used by catechumens, penitents, etc.




2.
 
an antechamber or large porch in a modern church.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
narthēx

 .





narwhal

 
/ˈnärˌ(h)wäl/





I.
 
noun




a small Arctic whale, the male of which has a long forward-pointing spirally twisted tusk developed from one of its teeth.

[
Monodon monoceros

 , family 
Monodontidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
narwal

 , Danish 
narhval

 , based on Old Norse 
nár

 ‘corpse,’ with reference to skin color.





nary

 
/ˈnerē/





I.
 
adjective




informal or dialect form of not
 :




•
 
nary a murmur or complaint.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from the phrase 
ne'er a

 .





NASA

 
/ˈnasə/






abbreviation




National Aeronautics and Space Administration.













nasal

 
/ˈnāzəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, for, or relating to the nose




•
 
the nasal passages




•
 
a nasal spray.










2.
 
(of a speech sound) pronounced by the voice resonating in the nose, e.g., 
m

 , 
n

 , 
ng

 .

Compare with oral
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).




3.
 
(of the voice or speech) produced or characterized by resonating in the nose as well as the mouth.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a nasal speech sound.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a nosepiece on a helmet.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nasality

 
/ˌnāˈzalədē /






noun













2.
 
nasally

 
/ˈnāzəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from medieval Latin 
nasalis

 , from Latin 
nasus

 ‘nose.’





nasalize

 
/ˈnāzəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pronounce or utter (a speech sound) with the breath resonating in the nose


(as 
adj.

 
nasalized

 )


•
 
a nasalized vowel.














II.
 
derivatives





nasalization

 
/ˌnāzələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌnāzəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















NASCAR

 
/ˈnasˌkär/






abbreviation




National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing.













NASCAR Dad

 
Nascar Dad





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a representative of a demographic category: a blue-collar, high school-educated father with relatively conservative values but without predictable political affiliation.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from the popularity of stock car racing with white, working-class men.





nascent

 
/ˈnāsənt ˈnasənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a process or organization) just coming into existence and beginning to display signs of future potential




•
 
the nascent space industry.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (chiefly of hydrogen) freshly generated in a reactive form.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nascence






noun













2.
 
nascency






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
nascent-

 ‘being born,’ from the verb 
nasci

 .





NASD






abbreviation




National Association of Securities Dealers.













NASDAQ

 
/ˈnazdak/






abbreviation




National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotations, a computerized system for trading in securities.













Naseby, Battle of

 
/ˈnāzbē/






a major battle of the English Civil War that took place in 1645 near the village of Naseby in Northamptonshire. The Royalist army of Prince Rupert and King Charles I was decisively defeated by the New Model Army under General Thomas Fairfax (1612–71) and Oliver Cromwell.









Nash, John1







(1752–1835), English town planner and architect. He planned the layout of Regent's Park 1811–25 and Trafalgar Square 1826–
c.

 1835, and designed the Marble Arch.









Nash, John2







(1928–2015), US mathematician; full name 
John Forbes Nash, Jr.

 He was noted chiefly for his contributions to game theory, including the development of the Nash equilibrium. Nobel Prize for Economics (1994), shared with Reinhard Selten and John Harsanyi.









Nash, Ogden

 
/naSH/






(1902–71), US poet; full name 
Frederic Ogden Nash

 . His sophisticated light verse comprised puns, epigrams, and other verbal eccentricities and appeared in many collections from 1931.









Nashe, Thomas

 
/naSH/






(1567–1601), English pamphleteer, prose writer, and playwright.









Nash equilibrium






noun




(in economics and game theory) a stable state of a system involving the interaction of different participants, in which no participant can gain by a unilateral change of strategy if the strategies of the others remain unchanged.














nashi

 
/ˈnäSHē /

 
nashi pear





I.
 
noun




another term for Asian pear
 .











– origin

 1960s: from Japanese, literally ‘pear.’





Nashik

 
/ˈnäsik /

 
Nasik






a city in western India, in Maharashtra, on the Godavari River, northeast of Mumbai (Bombay); pop. 1,521,700 (est. 2009).









Nashua

 
/ˈnaSHəwə/






an industrial city on the Merrimack River in southern New Hampshire; pop. 86,576 (est. 2008).









Nashville

 
/ˈnaSHˌvil ˈnaSHvəl/






the capital of Tennessee, in the north central part of the state, on the Cumberland River; pop. 626,144 (est. 2008). It is noted for its music industry and for the Country Music Hall of Fame.









naso-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the nose




•
 
nasogastric.

















– origin

 from Latin 
nasus

 ‘nose.’





nasogastric

 
/ˌnāzōˈɡastrik/






adjective




reaching or supplying the stomach via the nose




•
 
she had to be fed by a nasogastric tube.



















nasopharynx

 
/ˌnāzōˈferiNGks/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the upper part of the pharynx, connecting with the nasal cavity above the soft palate.








II.
 
derivatives





nasopharyngeal

 
/-fəˈrinj(ē)əl, -ˌfarinˈjēəl /






adjective





















Nass

 
/näs, nas/





I.
 
noun




another name for Nishga
 .











– origin

 from the name of a river in British Colombia, Canada.





Nassau1






I.
 

/ˈnaˌsou /

 — a former duchy of western Germany from which the House of Orange arose.




II.
 

/ˈnaˌsô /

 — a port on the island of New Providence, capital of the Bahamas; pop. 240,000 (est. 2007).









Nassau2


 
/ˈnaˌsô/






noun






[Golf]

 an eighteen-hole match in which the players bet on the first nine holes, the second nine holes, and the entire round.













Nassau County

 
/ˌnasô ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in central Long Island in New York, immediately east of Queens and home to many New York suburbs; pop. 1,351,625 (est. 2008).









Nasser, Gamal Abdel

 
/ˈnasər, ˈnä-/






(1918–70), Egyptian colonel and statesman; prime minister 1954–56 and president 1956–70. He deposed King Farouk in 1952 and President Muhammad Neguib in 1954. His nationalization of the Suez Canal brought war with Britain, France, and Israel in 1956; he also waged two unsuccessful wars against Israel (1956 and 1967).









Nasser, Lake






a lake in southeastern Egypt that was created in the 1960s by building two dams on the Nile River at Aswan.









Nast, Thomas

 
/nast/






(1840–1902), US political cartoonist; born in Germany. He was a staff artist at 
Harper's Weekly

 1861–86 and creator of the Republican elephant and the Democratic donkey symbols, as well as of the US image of Santa Claus.









nastic

 
/ˈnastik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of the movement of plant parts) caused by an external stimulus but unaffected in direction by it.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
nastos

 ‘squeezed together’ (from 
nassein

 ‘to press’) + -ic
 .





nastiness

 
/ˈnastēnəs/






noun




the state or quality of being nasty




•
 
the nastiness of the campaign.



















nasturtium

 
/nəˈstərSHəm/





I.
 
noun




a South American trailing plant with round leaves and bright orange, yellow, or red edible flowers that is widely grown as an ornamental.

[
Tropaeolum majus

 , family 
Tropaeolaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English, from Latin, apparently from 
naris

 ‘nose’ + 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





nasty

 
/ˈnastē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
highly unpleasant, especially to the senses; physically nauseating




•
 
plastic bags burn with a nasty, acrid smell.










2.
 
(of the weather) unpleasantly cold or wet




•
 
a cold, nasty day.










3.
 
repugnant to the mind; morally bad




•
 
her stories are very nasty, full of murder and violence.










4.
 
(of a person or animal) behaving in an unpleasant or spiteful way




•
 
Harry was a nasty, foul-mouthed old devil




•
 
when she confronted him, he turned nasty.










5.
 
annoying or unwelcome




•
 
life has a nasty habit of repeating itself.










6.
 
physically or mentally damaging or harmful




•
 
a nasty, vicious-looking hatchet.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
nasties

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant or harmful person or thing




•
 
bacteria and other nasties.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a horror video or movie.








III.
 
derivatives





nastily

 
/ˈnastəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





nastygram

 
/ˈnastēˌɡram/






noun






[Computing]

 a particularly offensive email message.













nat.






abbreviation



1.
 
national.




2.
 
nationalist.




3.
 
native.




4.
 
natural.













natal1


 
/ˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the place or time of one's birth




•
 
her natal home.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
natalis

 , from 
nat-

 ‘born,’ from the verb 
nasci

 .





natal2


 
/ˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the buttocks




•
 
the natal cleft.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nates
 + -al
 .






Natal

 
/nəˈtäl/





I.
 
a province on the eastern coast of South Africa that was renamed KwaZulu-Natal in 1994.




II.
 
a port on the Atlantic coast of northeastern Brazil; pop. 774,230 (2007).









natality

 
/nəˈtalədē nāˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun




the ratio of the number of births to the size of the population; birth rate




•
 
in spite of falling natality, the population as a whole went up.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
natalité

 , from 
nat-

 ‘born,’ from the verb 
nasci

 .





natant

 
/ˈnātnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹rare›

 swimming or floating.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
natant-

 ‘swimming,’ from the verb 
natare

 .





natation

 
/nāˈtāSHən, nəˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 swimming.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
natatorial

 
/ˈˌnādəˈˌtôrēəl ˈˌnadəˈˌtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
natatory

 
/ˈnātəˌtôrē, ˈna- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
natatio(n-)

 , from 
natare

 ‘to swim.’





natatorium

 
/ˌnātəˈtôrēəm, ˌna-/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a swimming pool, especially one that is indoors.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of 
natatorius

 ‘relating to a swimmer,’ from 
natare

 ‘to swim.’





natch

 
/naCH/






adverb




informal term for naturally
 .













Natchez

 
/ˈnaCHəz/






a historic port city on the Mississippi River in southwestern Mississippi; pop. 16,413 (est. 2008). The 
Natchez Trace

 , which leads from here to Nashville in Tennessee, was a 19th-century route for riverboatmen returning north from trips to New Orleans.









NATE






abbreviation




National Association of Teachers of English.














nates

 
/ˈnātēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the buttocks.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, plural of 
natis

 ‘buttock, rump.’





natheless

 
/ˈnāTHlis /

 
nathless





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 nevertheless.











– origin

 Old English.






nation

 
/ˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large aggregate of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, inhabiting a particular country or territory




•
 
leading industrialized nations.










2.
 
a North American Indian people or confederation of peoples.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
natio(n-)

 , from 
nat-

 ‘born,’ from the verb 
nasci

 .





Nation, Carrie

 
/ˈnāSHən/






(1846–1911), US temperance reformer; full name 
Carrie Amelia Moore Nation

 . Her Prohibitionist activism was characterized by hatchet attacks on saloons, primarily in Kansas.









national

 
/ˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a nation; common to or characteristic of a whole nation




•
 
this policy may have been in the national interest




•
 
a national newspaper.










2.
 
owned, controlled, or financially supported by the federal government




•
 
plans for a national art library.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a citizen of a particular country, typically entitled to hold that country's passport




•
 
a German national




•
 
the new law on foreign nationals.










2.
 
(usu. 
nationals

 )
 — a nationwide competition or tournament




•
 
she finished 16th at the nationals that year.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
natio(n-)

 ‘birth, race of people’ (see nation
 ).





National Assembly

 
/ˌnaSHənl əˈsemblē ˌnaSHnəl əˈsemblē/






noun



1.
 
an elected legislature in various countries.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the elected legislature in France during the first part of the French Revolution, 1789–91.













National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

 
NAACP






a US civil rights organization set up in 1909 to oppose racial segregation and discrimination by nonviolent means.









national bank






noun



1.
 
another term for central bank
 .




2.
 
a commercial bank that is chartered under the federal government and is a member of the Federal Reserve System.













National Capital Territory of Delhi






a territory in north central India containing the old city of Delhi and the capital New Delhi.









National City






a city in southwestern California, south of San Diego, site of numerous naval facilities; pop. 58,680 (est. 2008).









national convention






noun






(US)

 a convention of a major political party, especially one that nominates a candidate for the presidency.













national debt






noun




the total amount of money that a country's government has borrowed, by various means.













National Football League

 
NFL






noun




the major professional football league in the US, consisting of the National and American football conferences and totaling thirty-one teams.













national forest






noun




a large expanse of forest that is owned, maintained, and preserved by the federal government.













National Guard





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the US) the primary reserve military force, partly maintained by the states but also available for federal use.




2.
 
a member of the National Guard.




3.
 
the primary military force of some other countries.




4.
 
an armed force existing in France at various times between 1789 and 1871, first commanded by the Marquis de Lafayette.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the French National Guard.








II.
 
derivatives





National Guardsman






noun





















national identity






noun




a sense of a nation as a cohesive whole, as represented by distinctive traditions, culture, and language




•
 
his country's lack of an explicit national identity




•
 
the image represents the Queen as an emblem of national identity.



















national income

 
/ˈnaSHənl ˈnaSHnəl ˈinˌkəm ˈiNGˌkəm/






noun




the total amount of money earned within a country.













nationalism

 
/ˈnaSH(ə)nəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
patriotic feeling, principles, or efforts.




2.
 
an extreme form of this, especially marked by a feeling of superiority over other countries.




3.
 
advocacy of political independence for a particular country.













nationalist

 
/ˈnaSH(ə)nələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who advocates political independence for a country




•
 
a Scottish nationalist.










2.
 
a person with strong patriotic feelings, especially one who believes in the superiority of their country over others.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to nationalists or nationalism




•
 
a nationalist movement.



















nationalistic

 
/ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)lˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




having strong patriotic feelings, especially a belief in the superiority of one's own country over others




•
 
a nationalistic awareness in politics and literature.




•
 
nationalistic pride.














II.
 
derivatives





nationalistically

 
/ˌnaSHənəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















nationality

 
/ˌnaSHəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the status of belonging to a particular nation




•
 
they changed their nationality and became Lebanese.










2.
 
distinctive national or ethnic character




•
 
the change of a name does not discard nationality.










3.
 
an ethnic group forming a part of one or more political nations




•
 
all the main nationalities of Ethiopia.



















nationalization

 
/ˌnaSH(ə)nələˈzāSHən ˌnaSH(ə)nəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun




the transfer of a major branch of industry or commerce from private to state ownership or control




•
 
the nationalization of the railroads.



















nationalize

 
/ˈnaSH(ə)nəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (a major branch of industry or commerce) from private to state ownership or control.




2.
 
make distinctively national; give a national character to




•
 
in the 13th and 14th centuries church designs were further nationalized.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
nationalized

 )
 — naturalize (a foreigner)




•
 
he is now a nationalized Frenchman.














II.
 
derivatives





nationalizer






noun





















National League






noun




one of the two major leagues in American professional baseball.













nationally

 
/ˈnaSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to a whole nation




•
 
a nationally recognized brand




•
 
his watercolors have been exhibited nationally.



















national monument






noun




a historic site or geographical area set aside by a national government and maintained for public use.













national park






noun




a scenic or historically important area of countryside protected by the federal government for the enjoyment of the general public or the preservation of wildlife.













National Rifle Association

 
NRA






noun




a national organization founded in 1871 that promotes the legal use of guns and gun safety in the US and defends a US citizen's constitutional right to own and bear arms.













National Road






a historic highway that in the early 19th century led from Maryland through the Appalachian Mountains to St. Louis in Missouri. It was once the major route for western expansion.









national seashore






noun




an expanse of sea coast protected and maintained by the federal government for the study of wildlife and for recreational use by the public.













National Security Agency

 
NSA






a secret body established in the US after World War II to gather intelligence, deal with coded communications from around the world, and safeguard US transmissions.









National Security Council

 
/ˈnaSHənl ˈnaSHnəl səˈkyo͝orədē ˈkounsəl /

 
NSC






a body created in the US by Congress after World War II to advise the president (who chairs it) on issues relating to national security in domestic, foreign, and military policy.









national service






noun



1.
 
a period of compulsory service in the armed forces of some countries during peacetime.




2.
 
a federal program that enables young people to pay back government loans through community work.













National Socialism





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the political doctrine of the Nazi Party of Germany.

See Nazi
 .








II.
 
derivatives





National Socialist






noun





















national treasure






noun




an artifact, institution, or public figure regarded as being emblematic of a nation's cultural heritage or identity.




•
 
illegal alien smugglers and drug traffickers are on the verge of ruining some of our national treasures.



















National Trust






a trust for the preservation of places of historic interest or natural beauty in Britain.









nationhood

 
/ˈnāSH(ə)nˌho͝od/






noun




the fact or status of being a nation; national identity or independence




•
 
the day on which we celebrate our nationhood as New Zealanders.




















Nation of Islam






an exclusively black Islamic sect proposing a separate black nation, founded in Detroit 
c.

 1930. It was led from 1934 by 
Elijah Muhammad

 (1897–1975) and came to prominence under the influence of Malcolm X. Its current leader is Louis Farrakhan.









nation-state






noun




a sovereign state whose citizens or subjects are relatively homogeneous in factors such as language or common descent.













nationwide

 
/ˈnāSHənˌwīd/





I.
 
adjective




extending or reaching throughout the whole nation




•
 
a nationwide hunt.














II.
 
adverb




throughout a whole nation




•
 
it employs 6,000 people nationwide.




















native

 
/ˈnādiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person born in a specified place or associated with a place by birth, whether subsequently resident there or not




•
 
a 
native of

 Montreal




•
 
an eighteen-year-old Brooklyn native.










2.
 
a local inhabitant




•
 
New York in the summer was too hot even for the natives.










3.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 one of the original inhabitants of a country, especially a nonwhite as regarded by European colonists or travelers.




4.
 
an animal or plant indigenous to a place




•
 
the marigold is 
a native of

 southern Europe.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
associated with the country, region, or circumstances of a person's birth




•
 
he's a native New Yorker




•
 
her native country.










2.
 
of the indigenous inhabitants of a place




•
 
a ceremonial native dance from Fiji.










3.
 
(of a plant or animal) of indigenous origin or growth




•
 
these plants are 
native to

 North America




•
 
America's native black bear.










4.
 
(of a quality) belonging to a person's character from birth rather than acquired; innate




•
 
some last vestige of native wit prompted Guy to say nothing




•
 
a jealousy and rage 
native to

 him.










5.
 


[Computing]

 designed for or built into a given system, especially denoting the language associated with a given processor, computer, or compiler, and programs written in it.




6.
 
(of a metal or other mineral) found in a pure or uncombined state.








III.
 
phrases





go native








‹humorous›

 
‹derogatory›

 (of a person living away from their own country or region) abandon one's own culture, customs, or way of life and adopt those of the country or region one is living in.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
natively






adverb













2.
 
nativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
nativus

 , from 
nat-

 ‘born,’ from the verb 
nasci

 . / 
usage:

 In contexts such as a 
native

 of Boston or New York in the summer was too hot even for the 
natives

 , the noun 
native

 is quite acceptable. But when it is used to mean ‘a nonwhite original inhabitant of a country,’ as in this dance is a favorite with the 
natives

 , it is more problematic. This meaning has an old-fashioned feel and, because of its associations with a colonial European outlook, it may cause offense.





native advertising






noun




material in an online publication which resembles the publication's editorial content but is paid for by an advertiser and intended to promote the advertiser's product




•
 
native advertising is blurring the lines between advertising and content.




















Native American

 
/ˈnādiv əˈmerəkən/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of the indigenous peoples of the Americas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Native Americans.











usage:

 
Native American

 is now an accepted term in many contexts. The term 
American Indian

 is also used widely and acceptably. See also usage at American Indian
 .






native bear






noun






(Austral.)

 another name for koala
 .













native speaker

 
/ˈnādiv ˈspēkər/






noun




a person who has spoken the language in question from earliest childhood




•
 
native speakers of English.



















nativism

 
/ˈnādəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 the policy of protecting the interests of native-born or established inhabitants against those of immigrants




•
 
a deep vein of xenophobia and nativism.










2.
 
a return to or emphasis on traditional or local customs, in opposition to outside influences.




3.
 
the theory or doctrine that concepts, mental capacities, and mental structures are innate rather than acquired or learned.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nativist






noun, adjective













2.
 
nativistic

 
/ˌnātiˈvistik /






adjective





















nativity

 
/nəˈtivədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the occasion of a person's birth




•
 
the place of my nativity.










2.
 
(usu. 
the Nativity

 )
 — the birth of Jesus Christ.




3.
 
a picture, carving, or model representing Jesus Christ's birth.




4.
 
a nativity play.




5.
 
the Christian festival of Christ's birth; Christmas.




6.
 


[Astrology]

 
‹dated›

 a horoscope relating to the time of birth; a birth chart.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
nativite

 , from late Latin 
nativitas

 , from Latin 
nativus

 ‘arisen by birth’ (see native
 ).





nativity play

 
/nəˈtivədē plā/






noun




a play, typically performed by children at Christmas, based on the events surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ.














nativity scene

 
/nəˈtivədē sēn/






noun




another term for crèche
 (
sense

 1).













natl.






abbreviation




national.













NATO

 
/ˈnādō/






abbreviation




North Atlantic Treaty Organization.













natriuresis

 
/ˌnātrəyo͝oˈrēsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 excretion of sodium in the urine.








II.
 
derivatives





natriuretic

 
/-ˈretik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from natron
 + Greek 
ourēsis

 ‘urination.’






natron

 
/ˈnāträn ˈnātrən/





I.
 
noun




a mineral salt found in dried lake beds, consisting of hydrated sodium carbonate.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
natrón

 , via Arabic from Greek 
nitron

 (see niter
 ).





Natron, Lake

 
/ˈnātrən/






a lake in northern Tanzania, on the border with Kenya, containing large deposits of salt and soda.










natter

 
/ˈnadər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk casually, especially about unimportant matters; chatter




•
 
they 
nattered away

 for hours.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a casual and leisurely conversation




•
 
I could do with a drink and a natter.














III.
 
derivatives





natterer

 
/ˈnad(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the dialect sense ‘grumble, fret’): imitative.





natterjack

 
/ˈnadərˌjak /

 
natterjack toad





I.
 
noun




a small European toad that has a bright yellow stripe down its back and runs in short bursts.

[
Bufo calamita

 , family 
Bufonidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from natter
 (because of its loud croak) + jack
 1
 .





natty1


 
/ˈnadē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (especially of a person or an article of clothing) smart and fashionable




•
 
a natty blue blazer and designer jeans.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nattily

 
/ˈnadəlē /






adverb













2.
 
nattiness

 
/ˈnadēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally slang): perhaps related to neat
 1
 .





natty2


 
/ˈnadē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(among Rastafarians) denoting hair that is unstraightened, uncombed, or matted, as in dreadlocks.











– origin

 1970s: variant of knotty
 .





Natufian

 
/nəˈto͞ofēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a late Mesolithic culture of the Middle East, dated to about 12,500–10,000 years ago. It provides evidence for the first settled villages.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Natufian

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Natufian culture or period.











– origin

 1930s: from Wadi 
an-Natuf

 , the type site (a cave northwest of Jerusalem), + -ian
 .






natural

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing in or caused by nature; not made or caused by humankind




•
 
carrots contain a natural antiseptic that fights bacteria




•
 
natural disasters such as earthquakes.










2.
 
(of fabric) having a color characteristic of the unbleached and undyed state; off-white.




3.
 
of or in agreement with the character or makeup of, or circumstances surrounding, someone or something




•
 
sharks have no natural enemies.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) born with a particular skill, quality, or ability




•
 
he was a natural entertainer.










5.
 
(of a skill, quality, or ability) coming instinctively to a person; innate




•
 
writing appears to demand muscular movements that are not 
natural to

 children.










6.
 
(of a person or their behavior) relaxed and unaffected; spontaneous




•
 
he replied with too much nonchalance to sound natural.










7.
 
occurring as a matter of course and without debate; inevitable




•
 
Ken was a natural choice for coach.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of law or justice) based on innate moral sense; instinctively felt to be right and fair.

See also natural law
 .




9.
 


[Bridge]

 (of a bid) straightforwardly reflecting one's holding of cards.

Often contrasted with conventional
 or artificial
 .




10.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a parent or child) related by blood




•
 
such adopted children always knew who their natural parents were.










11.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 illegitimate




•
 
the Baron left a natural son by his mistress.










12.
 


[Music]

 (of a note) not sharped or flatted


[
postpositive

 , in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the bassoon plays G-natural instead of A-flat.










13.
 
(of a brass instrument) having no valves and able to play only the notes of the harmonic series above a fundamental note.




14.
 
of or relating to the notes and intervals of the harmonic series.




15.
 


[Christian Theology]

 relating to earthly or unredeemed human or physical nature as distinct from the spiritual or supernatural realm.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person regarded as having an innate gift or talent for a particular task or activity




•
 
she was 
a natural for

 the sort of television work required of her.










2.
 
a thing that is particularly suited for something




•
 
perky musical accompaniment would seem 
a natural for

 this series.










3.
 


[Music]

 a sign (♮) denoting a natural note when a previous sign or the key signature would otherwise demand a sharp or a flat.




4.
 
a natural note.




5.
 
any of the longer keys on a keyboard instrument that are normally white.




6.
 
a creamy beige color.




7.
 
a hand of cards, throw of dice, or other result that wins immediately, in particular




8.
 
a hand of two cards making 21 in the first deal in blackjack and similar games.




9.
 
a first throw of 7 or 11 at craps.




10.
 


[Fishing]

 an insect or other small creature used as bait, rather than an artificial imitation.




11.
 


‹archaic›

 a person born with a learning disability.








III.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 naturally




•
 
keep walking—just act natural.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘having a certain status by birth’): from Old French, from Latin 
naturalis

 , from 
natura

 ‘birth, nature, quality’ (see nature
 ).





natural birth






noun




a vaginal birth, especially without medical intervention such as pain-relieving medication




•
 
a growing number of mothers are opting for a natural birth for their babies




•
 [
mass noun

 ]
 
she asked the Minister what measures the Government was taking to promote natural birth.



















natural-born

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəl ˈˌbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
having a specified innate characteristic or ability




•
 
Glen was a natural-born sailor.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 having a position by birth.













natural childbirth

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəl ˈCHīl(d)ˌbərTH/






noun




childbirth with minimal medical or technological intervention, usually involving special breathing and relaxation techniques.













natural classification






noun




a scientific classification according to features that are held to be objectively significant, rather than being selected for convenience.













natural disaster






noun




a natural event such as a flood, earthquake, or hurricane that causes great damage or loss of life




•
 
the number of people suffering food crises as a result of natural disasters has tripled in the last thirty years.



















natural family planning






noun




another term for rhythm method
 .













natural food






noun




food that has undergone a minimum of processing or treatment with preservatives.













natural frequency






noun






[Physics]

 the frequency at which a system oscillates when not subjected to a continuous or repeated external force.













natural gas

 
/ˌnaCH(ə)rəl ˈɡas/






noun




flammable gas, consisting largely of methane and other hydrocarbons, occurring naturally underground (often in association with petroleum) and used as fuel.













natural history

 
/ˌnaCH(ə)rəl ˈhist(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scientific study of animals or plants, especially as concerned with observation rather than experiment, and presented in popular rather than academic form.




2.
 
the study of the whole natural world, including mineralogy and paleontology.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 the usual course of development of a disease or condition, especially in the absence of treatment




•
 
the natural history of cancerous tumors.














II.
 
derivatives





natural historian






noun





















naturalism

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
(in art and literature) a style and theory of representation based on the accurate depiction of detail.

The name “Naturalism” was given to a 19th-century artistic and literary movement, influenced by contemporary ideas of science and society, that rejected the idealization of experience and adopted an objective and often uncompromisingly realistic approach to art. Notable figures include the novelist Zola and the painter Théodore Rousseau.




2.
 
a philosophical viewpoint according to which everything arises from natural properties and causes, and supernatural or spiritual explanations are excluded or discounted.

[translating French 
naturalisme

 .]




3.
 
(in moral philosophy) the theory that ethical statements can be derived from nonethical ones.




4.
 
another term for natural religion
 .













naturalist

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expert in or student of natural history.




2.
 
a person who practices naturalism in art or literature.




3.
 
a person who adopts philosophical naturalism.








II.
 
adjective




another term for naturalistic
 .














naturalistic

 
/ˌnaCH(ə)rəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
derived from real life or nature, or imitating it very closely




•
 
verbatim records of children's speech in naturalistic settings.










2.
 
based on the theory of naturalism in art or literature




•
 
naturalistic paintings of the city.










3.
 
of or according to the philosophy of naturalism




•
 
phenomena once considered supernatural have yielded to naturalistic explanation.














II.
 
derivatives





naturalistically






adverb





















naturalization

 
/ˌnaCH(ə)rələˈzāSHən ˌnaCH(ə)rəˌlīˈzāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the admittance of a foreigner to the citizenship of a country




•
 
an application for naturalization as a British citizen




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the naturalization process can be intimidating.










2.
 


[Biology]

 the introduction of a plant or animal to a region where it is not indigenous




•
 
the first report of naturalization of this species in the United States




•
 
the successful naturalization of trout in the barren waters of the Sierra.










3.
 
the alteration of an adopted foreign word so that it conforms more closely to the phonology or orthography of the adopting language




•
 
French naturalization of Creole words or phrases.










4.
 
the act of causing something to appear natural




•
 
trailers have contributed to the naturalization of a variety of social desires




•
 
the naturalization of gender roles




•
 
he continued the naturalization of the landscape, removing the old formal garden.



















naturalize

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often 
be/become naturalized

 )
 — admit (a foreigner) to the citizenship of a country




•
 
he was born in a foreign country and had never been naturalized




•
 (as 
adj.

 
naturalized

 )
 
a naturalized U.S. citizen born in Germany.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a foreigner) be admitted to the citizenship of a country




•
 
the opportunity to naturalize as American.










3.
 
alter (an adopted foreign word) so that it conforms more closely to the phonology or orthography of the adopting language




•
 
the 
stoccafisso

 of Liguria was naturalized in Nice as 
stocoficada

 .










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
naturalized

 )
 — 

[Biology]

 establish (a plant or animal) so that it lives wild in a region where it is not indigenous




•
 
native and naturalized species




•
 
black mustard has become naturalized in America.










5.
 
(with reference to a cultivated plant) establish or become established in a natural situation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
this species of crocus 
naturalizes itself

 very easily.










6.
 
regard as or cause to appear natural




•
 
although women do more child care than men, feminists should beware of naturalizing that fact.










7.
 
explain (a phenomenon) in a naturalistic way.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
naturaliser

 , from Old French 
natural

 (see natural
 ).





natural killer cell






noun






[Medicine]

 a lymphocyte able to bind to certain tumor cells and virus-infected cells without the stimulation of antigens, and kill them by the insertion of granules containing perforin.













natural language

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəl ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun




a language that has developed naturally in use (as contrasted with an artificial language or computer code).














natural law






noun



1.
 
a body of unchanging moral principles regarded as a basis for all human conduct.




2.
 
an observable law relating to natural phenomena




•
 
the natural laws of perspective.










3.
 
natural laws collectively.













natural life






noun




the expected span of a person's life or a thing's existence under normal circumstances




•
 
a man sentenced to spend the rest of his natural life in prison.




















natural logarithm

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəl ˈlôɡəˌriT͟Həm ˈläɡəˌriT͟Həm /

 
ln
 , loge







noun






[Mathematics]

 a logarithm to the base 
e

 (2.71828…).














naturally

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a natural manner, in particular




2.
 
in a normal manner; without distortion or exaggeration




•
 
act naturally.










3.
 
as a natural result




•
 
one leads naturally into the other.










4.
 
without special help or intervention




•
 
naturally curly hair.










5.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — as may be expected; of course




•
 
naturally, I hoped for the best.



















natural magic






noun




(in the Middle Ages) magic practiced for beneficial purposes, involving the making of images, healing, and the use of herbs.













naturalness

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəlnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being natural.













natural numbers






plural noun




the positive integers (whole numbers) 1, 2, 3, etc., and sometimes zero as well.














natural philosophy





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 natural science, especially physical science.








II.
 
derivatives





natural philosopher






noun






















natural religion






noun




religion, especially deism, based on reason rather than divine revelation.













natural resources






plural noun




materials or substances such as minerals, forests, water, and fertile land that occur in nature and can be used for economic gain.













natural science





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
natural sciences

 )


1.
 
a branch of science that deals with the physical world, e.g., physics, chemistry, geology, and biology.




2.
 
the branch of knowledge that deals with the study of the physical world.








II.
 
derivatives





natural scientist






noun






















natural selection

 
/ˈnaCH(ə)rəl səˈlekSHən/






noun






[Biology]

 the process whereby organisms better adapted to their environment tend to survive and produce more offspring. The theory of its action was first fully expounded by Charles Darwin and is now believed to be the main process that brings about evolution.

Compare with survival of the fittest
 (see survival
 ).













natural theology






noun




theology or knowledge of God based on observed facts and experience apart from divine revelation.













natural virtue






noun




any of the traditional chief moral virtues, especially the cardinal virtues.














nature

 
/ˈnāCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the phenomena of the physical world collectively, including plants, animals, the landscape, and other features and products of the earth, as opposed to humans or human creations




•
 
the breathtaking beauty of nature.










2.
 
the physical force regarded as causing and regulating these phenomena




•
 
it is impossible to change the laws of nature.







See also Mother Nature
 .




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the basic or inherent features of something, especially when seen as characteristic of it




•
 
helping them to realize the nature of their problems




•
 
there are a lot of other documents 
of that nature

 .










4.
 
the innate or essential qualities or character of a person or animal




•
 
it's not in her nature to listen to advice




•
 
I'm not violent 
by nature

 .







See also human nature
 .




5.
 
inborn or hereditary characteristics as an influence on or determinant of personality.

Often contrasted with nurture
 .




6.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a person of a specified character




•
 
Emerson was so much more luminous a nature.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
against nature






unnatural or immoral.









2.
 
someone's better nature






the good side of a person's character; their capacity for tolerance, generosity, or sympathy




•
 
Charlotte planned to appeal to his better nature.















3.
 
call of nature






used euphemistically to refer to a need to urinate or defecate.









4.
 
from nature






(in art) using natural scenes or objects as models




•
 
I wanted to paint landscape directly from nature.















5.
 
get (or go) back to nature






return to the type of life (regarded as being more in tune with nature) that existed before the development of complex industrial societies.









6.
 
in the nature of






similar in type to or having the characteristics of




•
 
the promise was in the nature of a check that bounced.















7.
 
in the nature of things





a.
 
inevitable




•
 
it is in the nature of things that the majority of music prizes get set up for performers rather than composers.










b.
 
inevitably




•
 
in the nature of things, old people spend much more time indoors.















8.
 
in a state of nature





a.
 
in an uncivilized or uncultivated state.




b.
 
totally naked.




c.
 


[Christian Theology]

 in a morally unregenerate condition, unredeemed by divine grace.









9.
 
the nature of the beast








‹informal›

 the inherent or essential quality or character of something, which cannot be changed.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the physical power of a person): from Old French, from Latin 
natura

 ‘birth, nature, quality,’ from 
nat-

 ‘born,’ from the verb 
nasci

 .





natured

 
/ˈnāCHərd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a nature or disposition of a specified kind




•
 
a good-natured man.



















nature lover





I.
 
noun




a person who enjoys spending time in the countryside and observing wild animals and plants.








II.
 
derivatives





nature-loving






adjective





















nature printing






noun




a method of producing a print of a natural object (such as a leaf) or a textile (such as lace) by making an impression of it directly onto a soft metal printing plate under great pressure and then taking an inked impression on paper.













nature reserve

 
nature preserve






noun




a tract of land managed so as to preserve its flora, fauna, and physical features.













nature study






noun




the practical study of plants, animals, and natural phenomena, especially as a school subject.













nature trail

 
/ˈnāCHər ˌtrāl/






noun




a path through a forest or countryside designed to draw attention to natural features.













naturism

 
/ˈnāCHəˌrizəm/






noun



1.
 
the practice of wearing no clothes in a vacation camp or for other leisure activities; nudism.




2.
 
the worship of nature or natural objects.













naturist

 
/ˈnāCHərəst/






noun



1.
 
a person who goes naked in designated areas; a nudist.




2.
 
a person who worships nature or natural objects.













naturopathy

 
/ˌnāCHəˈräpəTHē ˌnaCHəˈräpəTHē/





I.
 
noun




a system of alternative medicine based on the theory that diseases can be successfully treated or prevented without the use of drugs, by techniques such as control of diet, exercise, and massage.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
naturopath

 
/ˈnāCHərəˌpaTH ˈnaCHərəˌpaTH /






noun













2.
 
naturopathic

 
/ˈˌnāCHərəˈpaTHik ˈˌnaCHərəˈpaTHik /






adjective





















Naucalpan de Juarez

 
/nouˌkälpän dā ˈhwärez/






an industrial city in central Mexico, northwest of Mexico City; pop. 763,351 (2005).









Naugahyde

 
/ˈnôɡəˌhīd/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the US)


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 an artificial material designed to resemble leather, made from fabric coated with rubber or vinyl resin.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Nauga(tuck)

 , the name of a town in Connecticut, where rubber is manufactured, + 
-hyde

 (alteration of hide
 2
 ).





Naugatuck

 
/ˈnôɡəˌtək/






an industrial borough in southwestern Connecticut, on the Naugatuck River next to Waterbury; pop. 31,931 (est. 2008).










naught

 
/nôt/





I.
 
pronoun






‹archaic›

 nothing




•
 
he's naught but a worthless fool.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the digit 0; zero.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring to naught








‹archaic›

 ruin; foil.









2.
 
come to naught








‹archaic›

 be ruined or foiled.









3.
 
set at naught








‹archaic›

 disregard; despise.















– origin

 Old English 
nāwiht

 , 
-wuht

 , from 
nā

 ‘no’ + 
wiht

 ‘thing’ (see wight
 ).





naughty

 
/ˈnôdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of children) disobedient; badly behaved




•
 
you've been a really naughty boy.










2.
 


‹informal›

 mildly rude or indecent, typically because related to sex




•
 
naughty drawings




•
 
naughty goings-on.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 wicked.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
naughtily

 
/ˈnôdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
naughtiness

 
/ˈnôdēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from naught
 + -y
 1
 . The earliest recorded sense was ‘possessing nothing’; the sense ‘wicked’ also dates from late Middle English, and gave rise to the current senses.





naughty bits






plural noun






‹humorous›

 the parts of a person's body connected with sexual activity or attraction, especially the genitals.













nauplius

 
/ˈnôplēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the first larval stage of many crustaceans, having an unsegmented body and a single eye.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, denoting a kind of shellfish, or from the Greek name 
Nauplios

 , the son of Poseidon.





Nauru

 
/näˈo͞oro͞o/






I.

1.
 
an island country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, near the equator; pop. 14,000 (est. 2009); no official capital but government is in Yaren District; official languages, Nauruan (an Austronesian language) and English.





Since 1968 it has been an independent republic with a limited form of membership of the Commonwealth of Nations. The world's smallest independent republic, Nauru joined the United Nations in 1999. It has the world's richest deposits of phosphates.




II.
 
derivatives





Nauruan

 
/-ro͞owən /






adjective, noun






















nausea

 
/ˈnôzēə ˈnôZHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of sickness with an inclination to vomit.




2.
 
loathing; revulsion




•
 
intended to induce a feeling of nostalgia, it only induces in me a feeling of nausea.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
nausia

 , from 
naus

 ‘ship.’





nauseate

 
/ˈnôzēˌāt ˈnôZHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel sick; affect with nausea




•
 
the thought of food nauseated her.










2.
 
fill (someone) with revulsion; disgust




•
 
I was nauseated by the vicious comment.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nauseat-

 ‘made to feel sick,’ from the verb 
nauseare

 , from 
nausea

 (see nausea
 ). / 
usage:

 A distinction has traditionally been drawn between 
nauseated

 , meaning ‘affected with nausea,’ and 
nauseous

 , meaning ‘causing nausea.’ Today, however, the use of 
nauseous

 to mean ‘affected with nausea’ is so common that it is generally considered to be standard.





nauseating

 
/ˈnôzēˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing or liable to cause a feeling of nausea or disgust; disgusting




•
 
the stench became nauseating




•
 
some nauseating, sentimental ditty.














II.
 
derivatives





nauseatingly

 
/ˈnôzēˌādiNGlē ˈnôZHēˌādiNGlē /






adverb





















nauseous

 
/ˈnôSHəs ˈnôzēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
affected with nausea; inclined to vomit




•
 
a rancid, cloying odor that made him nauseous.










2.
 
causing nausea; offensive to the taste or smell




•
 
the smell was nauseous.










3.
 
disgusting, repellent, or offensive




•
 
this nauseous account of a court case.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nauseously






adverb













2.
 
nauseousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
nauseosus

 (from 
nausea

 ‘seasickness’). / 
usage:

 See usage at nauseate
 .





naut.






abbreviation




nautical.













nautch

 
/nôCH/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a traditional dance performed by professional dancing girls.











– origin

 from Hindi 
nāc

 , from Prakrit 
nachcha

 , from Sanskrit 
nṛtya

 ‘dancing.’





nautical

 
/ˈnôdək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning sailors or navigation; maritime




•
 
nautical charts.














II.
 
derivatives





nautically

 
/ˈnôdək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
nautique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
nautikos

 , from 
nautēs

 ‘sailor,’ from 
naus

 ‘ship.’





nautical almanac






noun




a yearbook containing astronomical and sometimes also tidal and other information for navigators.














nautical mile






noun




a unit used in measuring distances at sea, equal to approximately 2,025 yards (1,852 m).

Compare with sea mile
 .













nautiloid

 
/ˈnôdlˌoid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mollusk of a group of mainly extinct marine mollusks that includes the pearly nautilus.

[Subclass 
Nautiloidea

 , class 
Cephalopoda

 : 
Nautilus

 is the only surviving genus.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the modern Latin genus name 
Nautilus

 (from Greek 
nautilos

 ‘sailor’) + -oid
 .






nautilus

 
/ˈnôd(ə)ləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cephalopod mollusk with a light external spiral shell and numerous short tentacles around the mouth. Nautiluses swim with the buoyant gas-filled shell upright and descend to greater depths during the day.

[Genus 
Nautilus

 , the only surviving genus of the subclass 
Nautiloidea

 : several species, in particular the common 
chambered nautilus

 (
Nautilus pompilius

 ) of the Indo-Pacific, with a shell that is white with brownish bands on the outside and lined with mother-of-pearl on the inside.]




2.
 
(also 
paper nautilus

 )
 — another term for argonaut
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, from Greek 
nautilos

 , literally ‘sailor.’





Nautilus

 
/ˈnôd(ə)ləs/





I.
 
the first nuclear-powered submarine, launched in 1954. This US Navy vessel made a historic journey (August 1–5, 1958) under the ice of the North Pole.




II.
 


‹trademark›

 an exercise machine that matches resistance with output of force.







– origin

 a name previously given to Robert Fulton's “diving boat” (1800), also to the fictitious submarine in Jules Verne's 
Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea

 .





nav

 
/nav/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for navigation
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 short for navigator
 .













NAV






abbreviation




net asset value.













navaid

 
/ˈnavād/





I.
 
noun




a navigational device in an aircraft, ship, or other vehicle.











– origin

 1950s: from 
navigational aid

 .





Navajo

 
/ˈnävəˌhō ˈnavəˌhō /

 
Navaho





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of New Mexico and Arizona.




2.
 
the Athabaskan language of the Navajo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Navajo or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
(Apaches de) Navajó

 ‘(Apaches from) Navajo,’ from Tewa 
navahu:

 ‘fields adjoining an arroyo.’





naval

 
/ˈnāvəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, in, or relating to a navy or navies




•
 
a naval officer




•
 
naval operations.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
navalis

 , from 
navis

 ‘ship.’





naval academy

 
/ˈnāvəl əˈkadəmē/






noun




a college where naval officers are trained.













naval architecture

 
/ˈnāvəl ˈärkəˌtek(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




the designing of ships.








II.
 
derivatives





naval architect






noun





















naval stores

 
/ˈnāvəl stô(ə)rz/






plural noun




articles or materials used in shipping.













Navaratri

 
/navəˈratrē /

 
Navaratra





I.
 
noun




a Hindu autumn festival extending over nine nights. It is associated with many local observances, especially the Bengali festival of Durga.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘nine nights.’





navarin

 
/ˈnavərən/





I.
 
noun




a stew of lamb or mutton with vegetables.











– origin

 French.





Navarino, Battle of

 
/ˌnavəˈrēnō/






a decisive naval battle in the Greek struggle for independence from the Ottoman Empire, fought in 1827 in the Bay of Navarino off Pylos in Peloponnesus. Britain, Russia, and France sent a combined fleet that destroyed the Egyptian and Turkish fleet.









Navarre

 
/nəˈvär/






an autonomous region of northern Spain, on the border with France; capital, Pamplona. It represents the southern part of the former kingdom of Navarre. Spanish name 
Navarra

 .










nave1


 
/nāv/





I.
 
noun




the central part of a church building, intended to accommodate most of the congregation. In traditional Western churches it is rectangular, separated from the chancel by a step or rail, and from adjacent aisles by pillars.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
navis

 ‘ship.’






nave2


 
/nāv/





I.
 
noun




the hub of a wheel.











– origin

 Old English 
nafu

 , 
nafa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
naaf

 and German 
Nabe

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
nābhis

 ‘nave, navel.’ Compare with navel
 .






navel

 
/ˈnāvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded, knotty depression in the center of a person's belly caused by the detachment of the umbilical cord after birth; the umbilicus.




2.
 
the central point of a place




•
 
the Incas saw Cuzco as the navel of the world.














II.
 
phrases





contemplate one's navel






spend time complacently considering oneself or one's own interests; concentrate on one issue at the expense of a wider view.















– origin

 Old English 
nafela

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
navel

 and German 
Nabel

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
umbo

 ‘boss of a shield,’ 
umbilicus

 ‘navel,’ and Greek 
omphalos

 ‘boss, navel.’ Compare with nave
 2
 .





navel-gazing

 
/ˈnāvəl ɡāziNG/






noun




self-indulgent or excessive contemplation of oneself or a single issue, at the expense of a wider view.




•
 
he lapsed into his customary navel-gazing.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
navel-gazing New Age types.



















navel orange

 
/ˈnāvəl ˈˌôrənj/






noun




a large, seedless orange that has a navellike depression at the top and contains a small secondary fruit underneath it.













navelwort

 
/ˈnāvəlˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a low plant of the borage family that resembles the forget-me-not and is cultivated for ground cover and rock gardens.

[Genus 
Omphalodes

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, including 
O. cappadocica

 , widely introduced from Turkey.]













navicular

 
/nəˈvikyələr/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly archaic›

 boat-shaped.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
navicular bone

 )
 — a boat-shaped bone in the ankle or wrist, especially that in the ankle between the talus and the cuneiform bones.




2.
 
(also 
navicular disease

 or 
navicular syndrome

 )
 — a chronic disorder of the navicular bone in horses, causing lameness in the front feet.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
naviculaire

 or late Latin 
navicularis

 , from Latin 
navicula

 ‘little ship,’ diminutive of 
navis

 .





navigable

 
/ˈnavəɡəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a waterway or sea) able to be sailed on by ships or boats.




2.
 
(of a track or road) suitable for transportation; passable




•
 
those minor roads would be navigable in emergencies.










3.
 
(especially of a website) easy to get around in; maneuverable




•
 
a navigable Web browser.














II.
 
derivatives





navigability

 
/ˌnavəɡəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
navigable

 or Latin 
navigabilis

 , from the verb 
navigare

 ‘to sail’ (see navigate
 ).






navigate

 
/ˈnavəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — plan and direct the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form of transportation, especially by using instruments or maps




•
 
they 
navigated by

 the stars.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — travel on a desired course after planning a route




•
 
he taught them how to navigate across the oceans.










3.
 
(of an animal) find its way, especially over a long distance




•
 
whales use their own inbuilt sonar system to navigate.










4.
 
(of a passenger in a vehicle) assist the driver by reading the map and planning a route




•
 
we'll go in my car—you can navigate.










5.
 
(of a ship or boat) sail; proceed


[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


•
 
we sailed out surrounded by loose ice while navigating around larger grounded icebergs.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sail or travel over (a stretch of water or terrain), especially carefully or with difficulty




•
 
ships had been lost while navigating the narrows




•
 
the drivers skillfully navigated a twisting and muddy course.










7.
 
guide (a vessel or vehicle) over a specified route or terrain




•
 
she navigated the car safely through the traffic.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 move from one accessible page, section, or view of a file or website to another




•
 
the new layout makes it easier to navigate through their atlas of world maps.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘travel in a ship’): from Latin 
navigat-

 ‘sailed,’ from the verb 
navigare

 , from 
navis

 ‘ship’ + 
agere

 ‘drive.’






navigation

 
/ˌnavəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or activity of accurately ascertaining one's position and planning and following a route.




2.
 
the passage of ships




•
 
bridges to span rivers without hindering navigation.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting the action of traveling on water): from French, or from Latin 
navigatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
navigare

 (see navigate
 ).





navigational

 
/ˈˌnavəˈɡāSHənl ˈˌnavəˈɡāSHnəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or used for navigation on a route




•
 
navigational aids like lighthouses or buoys




•
 
this is a test of navigational skills, not speed.










2.
 


[Computing]

 relating to the action of moving around a website, the Internet, etc.




•
 
the incorporation of navigational aids into Web search tools.














II.
 
derivatives





navigationally






adverb






















navigation lights

 
/ˌnavəˈɡāSHən līts/






plural noun




a set of lights shown by a ship or aircraft at night to indicate its position and orientation, especially with respect to other vessels or aircraft.














navigator

 
/ˈnavəˌɡādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who directs the route or course of a ship, aircraft, or other form of transportation, especially by using instruments and maps.




2.
 
an instrument or device that assists in directing the course of a vessel or aircraft.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a browser program for retrieving data on the World Wide Web or another information system.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a person who explores by sea.













Navratilova, Martina

 
/ˌnavrətəˈlōvə, ˌnäv-/






(1956–), Czech-American tennis player. During 1978–90, she won the women's singles title at nine Wimbledon, three Australian Open, two French Open, and four US Open tournaments.









NAVSTAR






abbreviation




Navigation Satellite Timing and Ranging.













navvy

 
/ˈnavē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a laborer employed in the excavation and construction of a road, railroad, or canal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of navigator
 .





navy

 
/ˈnāvē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
the navy

 or 
the Navy

 )
 — the branch of a nation's armed services that conducts military operations at sea.




2.
 
the ships of a navy




•
 
a 600-ship navy




•
 
we built their navy.










3.
 


‹literary›

 a fleet of ships.




4.
 
(also 
navy blue

 )
 — a dark blue color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a navy-blue suit.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘ships collectively, fleet’): from Old French 
navie

 ‘ship, fleet,’ from popular Latin 
navia

 ‘ship,’ from Latin 
navis

 ‘ship.’





navy bean

 
/ˈnāvē bēn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small white type of kidney bean.













Navy Cross






noun




a decoration bestowed by the US Navy upon individuals who have shown exceptional heroism, especially in enemy combat.













navy yard

 
/ˈnāvē ˌyärd/






noun




a shipyard for the construction, repair, and equipping of naval vessels.













naw

 
/nô/






exclamation






‹informal›

 variant spelling of no
 , used to answer a question:




•
 
“Want some toast?” “Naw.”




















nawab

 
/nəˈwäb nəˈwôb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 
‹historical›

 a native governor during the time of the Mogul empire


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Nawab Haider Beg.










2.
 


(Indian)

 
‹historical›

 a Muslim nobleman or person of high status.











– origin

 from Urdu 
nawwāb

 , variant of Arabic 
nuwwāb

 , plural (used as singular) of 
nā'ib

 ‘deputy’; compare with nabob
 .





Nawlins

 
/ˈnôlənz /

 

‹informal›


 
N'awlins






New Orleans.









Naxalite

 
/ˈnaksəlīt/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a member of an armed revolutionary group advocating Maoist communism.











– origin

 1960s: from 
Naxal(bari

 ), a place name in West Bengal, India, + -ite
 1
 .






Naxçivan

 
/ˌnəkēCHiˈvän/





I.
 
an Azerbaijani autonomous republic, predominantly Muslim, that is located on the borders of Turkey and northern Iran and is separated from the rest of Azerbaijan by a narrow strip of Armenia; pop. 71,200 (est. 2008). In 1990, it was the first Soviet territory to declare unilateral independence. It has a predominantly Azerbaijani population and, along with Nagorno-Karabakh, is a point of conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Russian name Nakhichevan
 .




II.
 
the capital city of Naxçivan; pop. 51,000.









Naxos

 
/ˈnäkˌsôs, ˈnaksəs/






a Greek island in the southern Aegean Sea, the largest of the Cyclades.









nay

 
/nā/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
or rather; and more than that (used to emphasize a more appropriate word than one just used)




•
 
it will take months, nay years.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 no




•
 
nay, I must not think thus.














II.
 
noun




a negative answer or vote




•
 
the cabinet sits to give the final yea or nay to policies.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 adverb): from Old Norse 
nei

 , from 
ne

 ‘not’ + 
ei

 ‘ever’ (compare with aye
 2
 ).





Nayarit

 
/ˌnäyäˈrēt/






a state in western Mexico, on the Pacific coast; capital, Tepic.









Naypyidaw

 
/ˈnāpyēˌdô /

 
Nay Pyi Taw






the capital of Burma (Myanmar); pop. 925,000 (est. 2007). Situated in a previously undeveloped area of relative isolation, the city was founded in 2005 for the express purpose of replacing Rangoon as the nation's administrative capital.









naysay

 
/ˈnāsā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 say no to; deny or oppose




•
 
I'm not going to naysay anything he does.














II.
 
derivatives





naysayer

 
/ˈnāˌsāər /






noun





















Nazarene

 
/ˈnazəˌrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Nazareth.




2.
 
(
the Nazarene

 )
 — Jesus Christ.




3.
 
(chiefly in Jewish or Muslim use) a Christian.




4.
 
a member of an early sect or faction of Jewish Christians, especially one in 4th-century Syria using an Aramaic version of the Gospels and observing much of the Jewish law.




5.
 
a member of the Church of the Nazarene, a Christian Protestant denomination originating in the American holiness movement.




6.
 
a member of a group of German painters working mainly in Rome who from 1809 sought to revive the art and techniques of medieval Germany and early Renaissance Italy.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Nazareth or Nazarenes.











– origin

 via late Latin from Greek 
Nazarēnos

 , from 
Nazaret

 ‘Nazareth.’





Nazareth

 
/ˈnaz(ə)rəTH/






a historic town in lower Galilee, in present-day northern Israel; pop. 66,400 (est. 2008). Mentioned in the Gospels as the home of Mary and Joseph, it is closely associated with the childhood of Jesus Christ and is a center of Christian pilgrimage.










Nazi

 
/ˈnätsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the National Socialist German Workers' Party.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person with extreme racist or authoritarian views.




3.
 
a person who seeks to impose their views on others in a very autocratic or inflexible way




•
 
I learned to be more open and not such a Nazi in the studio.











The Nazi Party was formed in Munich after World War I. It advocated right-wing authoritarian nationalist government and developed a racist ideology based on anti-Semitism and a belief in the superiority of “Aryan” Germans. Its charismatic leader, Adolf Hitler, who was elected Chancellor in 1933, established a totalitarian dictatorship, rearmed Germany in support of expansionist foreign policies in central Europe, and thus precipitated World War II. The Nazi Party collapsed at the end of the war and was outlawed in Germany.




II.
 
adjective




of or concerning the Nazis or Nazism.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Nazidom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
Nazify

 
/ˈnätsiˌfī /






verb













3.
 
Naziism

 
/ˈnätsēˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 German, abbreviation representing the pronunciation of 
Nati-

 in 
Nationalsozialist

 ‘national socialist.’





Nazirite

 
/ˈnazəˌrīt /

 
Nazarite





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an Israelite consecrated to the service of God, under vows to abstain from alcohol, let the hair grow, and avoid defilement by contact with corpses (Num. 6).











– origin

 from Hebrew 
nāzīr

 ‘consecrated one,’ from 
nāzar

 ‘to separate or consecrate oneself,’ + -ite
 1
 .






Nazi salute






noun




a gesture or salute in which the right arm is straightened and inclined upward, with the hand open and palm down.













Nazism

 
/ˈnätˌsizəm /

 
Naziism






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the political principles of the National Socialist German Workers' Party




•
 
the rise of Nazism in prewar Germany.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 extreme racist or authoritarian views or behavior




•
 
the fascism, racism, and Nazism of white supremacy.



















Nb






symbol




the chemical element niobium.













NB

 
/ˌenˈbē/






abbreviation



1.
 
New Brunswick (in official postal use).




2.
 
nota bene; take special note (used to precede a written note).

[Latin.]













NBA






abbreviation



1.
 
(in North America) National Basketball Association.




2.
 
(in the US) National Boxing Association.













NBC

 
/ˌen ˌbē ˈsē/






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the US) National Broadcasting Company.




2.
 
(of weapons or warfare) nuclear, biological, and chemical.













NBD






abbreviation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 short for no big deal
 :




•
 
he fought off a hundred vampires like it was NBD




•
 
Just casually hangin' out with models and actresses. NBD.



















NbE






abbreviation




north by east.













N-bomb






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as a euphemism for the word “nigger”, with reference to the latter's extreme offensiveness as a racial slur




•
 
they 
drop the N-bomb

 like it's nothing.



















NbW






abbreviation




north by west.













NC






abbreviation



1.
 
network computer, a computer with reduced functionality intended to be used to access services on a network.




2.
 
North Carolina (in official postal use).














NC-17





I.
 
symbol




no one 17 and under admitted, a rating in the Voluntary Movie Rating System forbidding admission to children 17 years old and under.











– origin

 representing 
no children (under) 17

 .





NCAA






abbreviation




National Collegiate Athletic Association.













NCLB






abbreviation




No Child Left Behind (Act), a 2001 federal law that revised and upgraded standards for public elementary education.













NCO

 
/ˌensēˈō/






abbreviation




noncommissioned officer.













NCTE






abbreviation




National Council of Teachers of English.













NCTM






abbreviation




National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.













Nd






symbol




the chemical element neodymium.













ND






abbreviation




North Dakota (in official postal use).













n.d.






abbreviation




no date (used especially in bibliographies).













-nd






suffix




variant spelling of -and
 , -end
 .













NDA






noun




a nondisclosure agreement




•
 
he refused to sign an NDA.



















N.Dak.






abbreviation




North Dakota.













NDEA






abbreviation




National Defense Education Act.














Ndebele

 
/ˌəndəˈbēlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of Zimbabwe and northeastern South Africa.

See also Matabele
 .




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Ndebele, with over 1 million speakers. It is one of the official languages of South Africa.

Also called Sindebele.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ndebele or their language.











– origin

 the name in the Nguni languages.






N'Djamena

 
/ˌənjäˈmānə/






the capital of Chad; pop. 989,000 (est. 2007).

Former name (1900–73) Fort Lamy
 .









Ndola

 
/ənˈdōlə/






a city in central Zambia; pop. 482,300 (est. 2009).









'Ndrangheta

 
/(ən)draNGˈɡedə/





I.
 (
the 'Ndrangheta

 )


1.
 
a criminal organization originating and operating chiefly in Calabria, a region in southern Italy.











– origin

 Italian, of uncertain origin.





Ne






symbol




the chemical element neon.













NE

 
/ˈˌen ˈē/






abbreviation



1.
 
Nebraska (in official postal use).




2.
 
New England.




3.
 
northeast or northeastern.














né

 
/nā/





I.
 
adjective




originally called; born (used before the name by which a man was originally known)




•
 
Al Kelly, né Kabish.

















– origin

 1930s: French, literally ‘born,’ masculine past participle of 
naître

 ; compare with née
 .





NEA






abbreviation



1.
 
National Education Association.




2.
 
National Endowment for the Arts.




3.
 
Nuclear Energy Agency.













Neagh, Lough

 
/nā/






a shallow lake in Northern Ireland, the largest freshwater lake in the United Kingdom.









Neal, Patricia

 
/nēl/






(1926–2010), US stage and movie actress; born 
Patsy Louise Neal

 . She was an award-winning actress when she suffered several massive strokes in 1965. Her long, hard recovery was remarkable, and she returned to acting in 1968. Among the many movies in which she appeared were 
Hud

 (1963), 
The Subject Was Roses

 (1968), and 
Cookie's Fortune

 (1999).









Neanderthal

 
/nēˈandərTHôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extinct species of human that was widely distributed in ice-age Europe between 
c.

 120,000–35,000 years ago, with a receding forehead and prominent brow ridges. The Neanderthals were associated with the Mousterian flint industry of the Middle Paleolithic.

[
Homo neanderthalensis

 ; now usually regarded as a separate species from 
H. sapiens

 and probably at the end of a different evolutionary line.]




2.
 
an uncivilized, unintelligent, or uncouth person, especially a man




•
 
the stereotype of the mechanic as a macho Neanderthal.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to Neanderthal man.




2.
 
(especially of a man) uncivilized, unintelligent, or uncouth




•
 
your attitude to women is Neanderthal.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Neanderthal

 , the name of a region in Germany (now 
Neandertal

 ) where remains of Neanderthal man were found.





neap

 
/nēp/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
neap tide

 )


1.
 
a tide just after the first or third quarters of the moon when there is the least difference between high and low water.








II.
 
verb

 — (
be neaped

 )


1.
 
(of a boat) be kept aground or in harbor by a neap tide.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a tide) tend toward or reach the highest point of a neap tide.











– origin

 late Middle English, originally an adjective from Old English 
nēp

 , first element of 
nēpflōd

 ‘neap flood,’ of unknown origin.





Neapolitan

 
/ˌnēəˈpälətn/





I.
 
noun




a native or citizen of Naples.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Naples.











– origin

 from Latin 
Neapolitanus

 , from Latin 
Neapolis

 ‘Naples,’ from Greek 
neos

 ‘new’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’





Neapolitan ice cream

 
/ˈˌnēəˈpälətn ˈˌnēəˈpälədən īs krēm/






noun




ice cream made in layers of different colors, typically including chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry.














near

 
/ˈnir/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at or to a short distance away; nearby




•
 
a bomb exploding somewhere near




•
 [
comparative

 ]
 
she took a step nearer.










2.
 
a short time away in the future




•
 
the time for his retirement was drawing near.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — almost




•
 
a near perfect fit.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 almost




•
 
I near fell out of the chair.














II.
 
preposition



1.
 
at or to a short distance away from (a place)




•
 
the parking lot near the sawmill




•
 
do you live near here?




•
 [
superlative

 ]
 
the table nearest the door.










2.
 
a short period of time from




•
 
near the end of the war




•
 [
comparative

 ]
 
details will be given nearer the date.










3.
 
close to (a state); verging on




•
 
she gave a tiny smile, brave but near tears




•
 
she was near death.










4.
 
(used before an amount) a small amount below (something); approaching




•
 
temperatures near 2 million degrees K.










5.
 
similar to




•
 
a shape near to the original.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
located a short distance away




•
 
a big house 
in the near distance






•
 [
superlative

 ]
 
I was fifteen miles from the nearest town.










2.
 
only a short time ahead




•
 
the conflict is unlikely to be resolved 
in the near future

 .










3.
 
similar


[
superlative

 ]


•
 
walking in these shoes is the nearest thing to floating on air.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — close to being (the thing mentioned)




•
 
his state of near despair




•
 
a near disaster.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having a close family connection




•
 
the loss of a child or other near relative.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — located on the side of a vehicle that is normally closest to the curb




•
 
the near right-hand end window of the trailer.







Compare with off
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective).




7.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) stingy; miserly.








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come near to (someone or something); approach




•
 
soon the cab would be nearing State Street




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
lunchtime neared.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
near at hand






close in distance or time




•
 
an all-electric future was near at hand.















2.
 
near enough






sufficiently close to being the case for all practical purposes




•
 
this price was near enough the going rate for rent.















3.
 
one's nearest and dearest






one's close friends and relatives.









4.
 
so near and yet so far






a rueful comment on someone's narrow failure to achieve an aim.












VI.
 
derivatives





nearish






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
nær

 ‘nearer,’ comparative of 
ná

 , corresponding to Old English 
nēah

 ‘nigh.’





nearby





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈnirbī /



1.
 
close at hand; not far away




•
 
he slung his jacket over a nearby chair.














II.
 
adverb

 — 
/nirˈbī /



1.
 
close by; very near




•
 
his four sisters live nearby.



















Nearctic

 
/nēˈärktik, -ˈärtik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising North America as far south as northern Mexico, together with Greenland. The fauna is closely related to that of the Palearctic region.

Compare with Holarctic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Nearctic

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 the Nearctic region.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from neo-
 ‘new’ + Arctic
 .





near-death experience






noun




an unusual experience taking place on the brink of death and recounted by a person after recovery, typically an out-of-body experience or a vision of a tunnel of light.













Near East

 
/ˈˌni(ə)r ˈēst/





I.
 
(
the Near East

 )
 — a term originally applied to the Balkan states of southeastern Europe, but now generally applied to the countries of southwestern Asia between the Mediterranean Sea and India (including the Middle East), especially in historical contexts.




II.
 
derivatives





Near Eastern






adjective





















near gale






noun




another term for moderate gale
 .













near-infrared






adjective




pertaining to or being in the infrared spectrum that is closest to visible light; it is used for studying red dwarfs, red giants, and other celestial objects.













Near Islands






an island group at the western end of the Aleutian Islands, in southwestern Alaska. Attu is one of the Near Islands.









nearly

 
/ˈnirlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
very close to; almost




•
 
David was nearly asleep




•
 
a rise of nearly 25 percent.










2.
 
closely




•
 
in the absence of anyone more nearly related, I had been designated next of kin.














II.
 
phrases





not nearly






nothing like; far from




•
 
you're not nearly as clever as you think you are.























near miss

 
/ˈˌni(ə)r ˈmis/






noun



1.
 
a narrowly avoided collision or other accident.




2.
 
a bomb or shot that just misses its target.




3.
 
something almost achieved




•
 
a victory in Houston and a near miss in the semifinals of the French Open.



















near money

 
/ˈni(ə)r ˈmənē/






noun






[Finance]

 assets that can readily be converted into cash, such as government bonds.













nearness

 
/ˈnirnəs/






noun




the condition of being near; proximity




•
 
the park's 
nearness to

 Washington, DC.




















near rhyme






noun




rhyming in which the words sound the same but do not rhyme perfectly.

Also called off rhyme
 .













nearshore

 
/ˈnirˌSHôr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting the region of the sea or seabed relatively close to a shore




•
 
volunteers monitor humpback whales in nearshore waters




•
 
corals are essential to the nearshore ecosystem.










2.
 
relating to the transfer of a business operation to a nearby country




•
 
nearshore IT services




•
 
we set up a nearshore operation in Poland.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a company) transfer (a business operation) to a nearby country, especially in preference to a more distant location




•
 
many capital market firms are starting to nearshore their operations.



















nearshoring

 
/ˈnirˌSHôriNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of transferring a business operation to a nearby country, especially in preference to a more distant one




•
 
high-tech logistics executives are embracing nearshoring as a strategy to improve their customer service




•
 
the nearshoring of manufacturing facilities to Mexico.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of offshoring
 .






nearsighted

 
/ˈnirˌsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 unable to see things clearly unless they are relatively close to the eyes, owing to the focusing of rays of light by the eye at a point in front of the retina; myopic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nearsightedly

 
/ˈnirˌsīdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
nearsightedness

 
/ˈnirˌsīdədnəs /






noun





















near-term

 
/ˌnirˈtərm/






adjective



1.
 
short-term.




2.
 
(of a pregnant female or a fetus) close to the time of birth




•
 
near-term sheep fetuses.




















neat1


 
/nēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a place or thing) arranged in an orderly, tidy way




•
 
the books had been stacked up in neat piles.










2.
 
(of a person) habitually tidy, well groomed, or well organized




•
 
her daughter was always neat and clean.










3.
 
having a pleasing shape or appearance; well formed or regular




•
 
Alan noted down the orders in his neat, precise script.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 very good or pleasant; excellent




•
 
I've been taking lessons in tracking from this really neat Indian guide.










5.
 
done with or demonstrating skill or efficiency




•
 
Howard's neat, precise tackling.










6.
 
tending to disregard specifics for the sake of convenience; slick or facile




•
 
this neat division does not take into account a host of associated factors.










7.
 
(of liquid, especially liquor) not diluted or mixed with anything else




•
 
he drank neat Scotch.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘clean, free from impurities’): from French 
net

 , from Latin 
nitidus

 ‘shining,’ from 
nitere

 ‘to shine’; related to net
 2
 . The sense ‘bright’ (now obsolete) was recorded in English in the late 16th cent.





neat2


 
/nēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a bovine animal.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 cattle.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
noot

 , also to the base of dialect 
nait

 meaning ‘companion.’





NEAT

 
/nēt/






abbreviation




non-exercise activity thermogenesis (the energy expended during normal daily activity rather than through an exercise program).













neaten

 
/ˈnētn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make neat; arrange in an orderly, tidy way




•
 
she made an attempt to neaten her hair.



















’neath

 
/nēTH /

 
neath






preposition






‹chiefly literary›

 beneath




•
 
’neath the trees.



















neatly

 
/ˈnētlē/






adverb




in a neat way




•
 
neatly folded shirts




•
 
she neatly sidestepped the question.



















neatness

 
/ˈnētnəs/






noun




the quality or condition of being neat




•
 
his obsessive neatness.



















neat's-foot oil






noun




oil obtained by boiling the feet of cattle, used to dress leather.














neb

 
/neb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a projecting part of something, in particular




2.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a nose or snout.




3.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a bird's beak or bill.




4.
 


(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 the brim of a cap.











– origin

 Old English 
nebb

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
neb(be

 ); compare with nib
 .





NEB






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the UK) National Enterprise Board.




2.
 
New English Bible.













Neb.






abbreviation




Nebraska.













Nebbiolo

 
/ˌnebēˈōlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape grown in Piedmont in northern Italy.




2.
 
a red wine made from this.











– origin

 Italian, from 
nebbia

 ‘mist’ (because the grape ripens in the autumn).





nebbish

 
/ˈnebiSH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person, especially a man, who is regarded as pitifully ineffectual, timid, or submissive.








II.
 
derivatives





nebbishy






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
nebekh

 ‘poor thing.’





NEbE






abbreviation




northeast by east.













NEbN






abbreviation




northeast by north.













Nebr.






abbreviation




Nebraska.














Nebraska

 
/nəˈbraskə/






a state in the central US, west of the Missouri River; pop. 1,783,432 (est. 2008); capital, Lincoln; statehood, Mar. 1, 1867 (37). It was acquired as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.









Nebraskan

 
/nəˈbrask(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Nebraska or its inhabitants




•
 
a Nebraskan farmer.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Nebraska




•
 
I am a lifelong Nebraskan.



















nebuchadnezzar

 
/ˌneb(y)əkədˈnezər/





I.
 
noun




a very large wine bottle, equivalent in capacity to about twenty regular bottles.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Nebuchadnezzar

 (see Nebuchadnezzar II
 ).






Nebuchadnezzar II

 
/ˌneb(y)əkədˌnezər T͟Həˈsekənd/






(
c.

 630–562 
BC

 ), king of Babylon 605–562 
BC

 . He rebuilt the city with massive walls, a huge temple, and a ziggurat, and extended his rule over neighboring countries. In 586 
BC

 , he captured and destroyed Jerusalem and deported many Israelites in what is known as the Babylonian Captivity.









nebula

 
/ˈnebyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a cloud of gas and dust in outer space, visible in the night sky either as an indistinct bright patch or as a dark silhouette against other luminous matter.




2.
 
(in general use) any indistinct bright area in the night sky, for example, a distant galaxy.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a clouded spot on the cornea causing defective vision.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a medical term): from Latin, literally ‘mist.’






nebular

 
/ˈnebyələr/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a nebula or nebulae




•
 
a vast nebular cloud.



















nebular hypothesis

 
nebular theory






noun




the theory that the solar and stellar systems were developed from a primeval nebula.













nebulium

 
/nəˈbyo͞olēəm/






noun






[Chemistry]

 
‹historical›

 a hypothetical chemical element proposed in the 1860s to explain certain lines in the spectra of nebulae, later discovered to arise from forbidden transitions in oxygen and nitrogen ions.













nebulizer

 
/ˈnebyəˌlīzər/





I.
 
noun




a device for producing a fine spray of liquid, used for example for inhaling a medicinal drug.








II.
 
derivatives





nebulize

 
/ˈnebyəˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
nebula

 ‘mist’ + 
-izer

 (see -ize
 ).





nebulous

 
/ˈnebyələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in the form of a cloud or haze; hazy




•
 
a giant nebulous glow.










2.
 
(of a concept or idea) unclear, vague, or ill-defined




•
 
nebulous concepts like quality of life.










3.
 
another term for nebular
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nebulosity

 
/ˌnebyəˈläsədē /






noun













2.
 
nebulously

 
/ˈnebyələslē /






adverb













3.
 
nebulousness

 
/ˈnebyələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cloudy’): from French 
nébuleux

 or Latin 
nebulosus

 , from 
nebula

 ‘mist.’ The sense ‘cloudlike, vague’ dates from the early 19th cent.





nebulous star






noun






[Astronomy]

 a small cluster of indistinct stars, or a star in a luminous haze.













nebuly

 
/ˈnebyəlē/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 divided or edged with a line formed of deeply interlocking curves.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
nébulé

 , from medieval Latin 
nebulatus

 ‘clouded’ (the curves being thought of as representing clouds), from Latin 
nebula

 ‘mist.’





NEC






abbreviation



1.
 
National Executive Committee.




2.
 
(in the UK) National Exhibition Centre.













necessarian

 
/ˌnesəˈserēən/





I.
 
noun, adjective






[Philosophy]

 another term for determinist
 (see determinism
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





necessarianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















necessarily

 
/ˌnesəˈserəlē/





I.
 
adverb




as a necessary result; inevitably




•
 
the prognosis can necessarily be only an educated guess.














II.
 
phrases





not necessarily






(as a response) what has been said or suggested may not be true or unavoidable.

















necessary

 
/ˈnesəˌserē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
required to be done, achieved, or present; needed; essential




•
 
members are admitted only after they have gained the necessary experience




•
 
it's not 
necessary for

 you to be here.










2.
 
determined, existing, or happening by natural laws or predestination; inevitable




•
 
a necessary consequence.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of a concept, statement, judgment, etc.) inevitably resulting from or produced by the nature of things, so that the contrary is impossible.




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of an agent) having no independent volition.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
necessaries

 ) (also 
necessaries of life

 )


1.
 
the basic requirements of life, such as food and warmth.




2.
 
small items required for a particular journey or purpose




•
 
I hastily threw a few necessaries into a kit bag.














III.
 
phrases





a necessary evil






something that is undesirable but must be accepted.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
necessarius

 , from 
necesse

 ‘needful.’





necessitarian

 
/nəˌsesəˈterēən/





I.
 
noun, adjective






[Philosophy]

 another term for determinist
 (see determinism
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





necessitarianism

 
/nəˌsesəˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun





















necessitate

 
/nəˈsesəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) necessary as a result or consequence




•
 
the severe arthritis eventually necessitated a total hip replacement.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force or compel (someone) to do something




•
 
the late arrival had necessitated her getting out of bed.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
necessitat-

 ‘compelled,’ from the verb 
necessitare

 , based on Latin 
necesse

 ‘needful.’





necessitous

 
/nəˈsesədəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) lacking the necessities of life; needy.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
nécessiteux

 , or from necessity
 + -ous
 .






necessity

 
/nəˈsesədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of being required or indispensable




•
 
the 
necessity of

 providing parental guidance should be apparent




•
 
the 
necessity for

 law and order.










2.
 
unavoidability




•
 
the 
necessity of

 growing old.










3.
 
a state of things or circumstances enforcing a certain course




•
 
created more by necessity than design.










4.
 
an indispensable thing




•
 
a good book is a necessity when traveling.










5.
 


[Philosophy]

 the principle according to which something must be so, by virtue either of logic or of natural law.




6.
 
a condition that cannot be otherwise, or a statement asserting this.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
necessity is the mother of invention








‹proverb›

 when the need for something becomes imperative, you are forced to find ways of getting or achieving it.









2.
 
of necessity






unavoidably




•
 
to alleviate labor shortages employers will, of necessity, offer better deals for part-timers.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
necessite

 , from Latin 
necessitas

 , from 
necesse

 ‘needful.’





neck

 
/nek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a person's or animal's body connecting the head to the rest of the body




•
 
she is wearing a silk scarf around her neck




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the neck muscles.










2.
 
the part of a shirt, dress, or other garment that is around or close to the neck




•
 
her dress had three buttons at the neck undone




•
 
a polo neck.










3.
 
meat from an animal's neck




•
 
neck of lamb made an excellent stew.










4.
 
a person's neck regarded as bearing a burden of responsibility or guilt for something




•
 
he'll be stuck with a loan 
around his neck

 .










5.
 
a narrow part of something, resembling a neck in shape or position.




6.
 
the part of a bottle or other container near the mouth.




7.
 
a narrow piece of terrain or sea, such as an isthmus, channel, or pass.




8.
 


[Anatomy]

 a narrow part near one end of an organ such as the uterus.




9.
 
the part of a violin, guitar, or other similar instrument that bears the fingerboard.




10.
 


[Architecture]

 another term for necking
 .




11.
 
(often 
volcanic neck

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 a column of solidified lava or igneous rock formed in a volcanic vent, especially when exposed by erosion.




12.
 


[Botany]

 a narrow supporting part in a plant, especially the terminal part of the fruiting body in a fern, bryophyte, or fungus.




13.
 
the length of a horse's head and neck as a measure of its lead in a race




•
 
the colt won the 122nd running of the Midsummer Derby by a neck.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of two people) kiss and caress amorously




•
 
we started necking on the sofa.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form a narrowed part at a particular point when subjected to tension




•
 
the nylon filament 
necks down

 to a fraction of its original diameter.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 swallow (something, especially a drink)




•
 
after necking some beers, we left the bar.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break one's neck





a.
 
dislocate or seriously damage a vertebra or the spinal cord in one's neck.




b.
 
(
break one's neck to do something

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 exert oneself to the utmost to achieve something.









2.
 
get (or catch) it in the neck








‹informal›

 be severely criticized or punished.









3.
 
neck and neck

 
/ˌnek (ə)n ˈnek /






even in a race, competition, or comparison




•
 
we have six contestants who are neck and neck.















4.
 
neck of the woods








‹informal›

 a particular area or locality




•
 
imagine seeing her in this neck of the woods.















5.
 
save someone's neck






see save
 1
 .









6.
 
up to one's neck in








‹informal›

 heavily burdened by or busily involved in




•
 
they were up to their necks in debt




•
 
I'm up to my neck in rearranging the tournament.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
necked

 
/nekt /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an open-necked shirt



















2.
 
necker






noun













3.
 
neckless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hnecca

 ‘back of the neck,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nek

 ‘neck’ and German 
Nacken

 ‘nape.’





Neckar

 
/ˈnekər/






a river in western Germany that rises in the Black Forest and flows 228 miles (367 km) north and then west through Stuttgart to meet the Rhine River at Mannheim.









neckband

 
/ˈnekband/






noun




a strip of material around the neck of a garment.













neckbeard

 
/ˈnekbird/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a growth of hair on a man's neck, especially when regarded as indicative of poor grooming




•
 
I can picture myself wearing these clothes a week from now, bits of food caught in my overgrown neckbeard.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a man who is socially inept and physically unappealing, especially one who has an obsessive interest in computing




•
 
people expect me to be some sort of balding, overweight neckbeard




•
 
code from the console like a true neckbeard.



















neckcloth

 
/ˈnekˌklôTH/






noun




a cravat.













Necker, Jacques

 
/ˈnekər, neˈker/






(1732–1804), Swiss-born banker and director general of French finances (1777–81; 1788–89). In 1789 he recommended summoning the States General and was dismissed, this being one of the factors that resulted in the storming of the Bastille.









neckerchief

 
/ˈnekərˌCHif ˈnekərˌCHēf/






noun




a square of cloth worn around the neck.













Necker cube





I.
 
noun




a line drawing of a transparent cube in which the lines of opposite sides are drawn parallel, so that the perspective is ambiguous and the orientation of the cube appears to alternate.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after L. A. 
Necker

 (1786–1861), Swiss naturalist.






necking

 
/ˈnekiNG/






noun






[Architecture]

 a short, plain, concave section between the capital and the shaft of a classical Doric or Tuscan column.













necklace

 
/ˈnekləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental chain or string of beads, jewels, or links worn around the neck.




2.
 
(chiefly in South Africa) a tire doused or filled with gasoline, placed around a victim's neck, and set on fire.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly in South Africa) kill (someone) with a tire necklace.













necklet

 
/ˈneklət/






noun




a fairly close-fitting and typically rigid ornament worn around the neck.













neckline

 
/ˈnekˌlīn/






noun




the edge of a woman's garment at or below the neck, used with reference to its height or shape




•
 
a sundress with a square neckline.



















necktie

 
/ˈnekˌtī/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 another term for tie
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).













necktie party






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a lynching or hanging.













neckwear

 
/ˈnekˌwer/






noun




items worn around the neck, such as ties or scarves, collectively.














necro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to a corpse or death




•
 
necromancy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
nekros

 ‘corpse.’





necrobiosis

 
/ˌnekrəbīˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 gradual degeneration and death of cells in the body tissues.








II.
 
derivatives





necrobiotic

 
/-ˌbīˈätik /






adjective





















necrologist

 
/nəˈkräləjəst/






noun




the author of an obituary notice.













necrology

 
/nəˈkräləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 an obituary notice.




2.
 


‹formal›

 a list of deaths.








II.
 
derivatives





necrological

 
/ˌnekrəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective





















necromancer

 
/ˈnekrəˌmansər/






noun




a person who practices necromancy; a wizard or magician.













necromancy

 
/ˈnekrəˌmansē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the supposed practice of communicating with the dead, especially in order to predict the future.




2.
 
witchcraft, sorcery, or black magic in general.








II.
 
derivatives





necromantic

 
/ˌnekrəˈman(t)ik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
nigromancie

 , via Old French from medieval Latin 
nigromantia

 , changed (by association with Latin 
niger

 , 
nigr-

 ‘black’) from late Latin 
necromantia

 , from Greek (see necro-
 , -mancy
 ). The spelling was changed in the 16th cent. to conform with the late Latin form.





necrophilia

 
/ˌnekrəˈfilēə/





I.
 
noun




sexual intercourse with or attraction toward corpses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
necrophile

 
/ˈnekrəˌfīl /






noun













2.
 
necrophiliac

 
/ˌnekrəˈfilēˌak /






noun













3.
 
necrophilic

 
/-ˈfilik /






adjective













4.
 
necrophilism

 
/nəˈkräfəˌlizəm /






noun













5.
 
necrophilist

 
/neˈkräfəlist /






noun





















necrophobia

 
/ˌnekrəˈfōbēə/






noun




extreme or irrational fear of death or dead bodies.













necropolis

 
/nəˈkräpələs/





I.
 
noun




a cemetery, especially a large one belonging to an ancient city.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek, from 
nekros

 ‘dead person’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’





necropsy

 
/ˈnekˌräpsē/






noun




another term for autopsy
 .













necrosis

 
/neˈkrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the death of most or all of the cells in an organ or tissue due to disease, injury, or failure of the blood supply.








II.
 
derivatives





necrotic

 
/nəˈkrädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
nekrōsis

 (see necro-
 , -osis
 ).





necrotizing

 
/ˈnekrəˌtīziNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
causing or accompanied by necrosis.








II.
 
derivatives





necrotized

 
/-ˌtīzd /






adjective





















necrotizing fasciitis

 
/ˌnekrəˌtīziNG ˌfaSHēˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 an acute disease in which inflammation of the fasciae of muscles or other organs results in rapid destruction of overlying tissues.

[This disease is caused by the bacterium 
Streptococcus pyogenes

 .]














nectar

 
/ˈnektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sugary fluid secreted by plants, especially within flowers to encourage pollination by insects and other animals. It is collected by bees to make into honey.




2.
 
(in Greek and Roman mythology) the drink of the gods.




3.
 
a delicious drink




•
 
the cold beer at the pub was nectar.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a thick fruit juice




•
 
peach nectar.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nectarean

 
/nekˈte(ə)rēən /






adjective













2.
 
nectareous

 
/nekˈte(ə)rēəs /






adjective













3.
 
nectarous

 
/-əs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
nektar

 .





nectariferous

 
/ˌnektəˈrifərəs/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower) producing nectar.













nectarine

 
/ˌnektəˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a peach of a variety with smooth, thin, brightly colored skin and rich firm flesh.




2.
 
the tree bearing the nectarine.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (also used as an adjective meaning ‘nectarlike’): from nectar
 + -ine
 4
 .





nectarivorous

 
/ˌnektəˈrivərəs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) feeding on nectar.













nectary

 
/ˈnektərē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a nectar-secreting glandular organ in a flower (floral) or on a leaf or stem (extrafloral).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
nectarium

 , from 
nectar

 (see nectar
 ).






Nederland

 
/ˈnādərˌlänt/






Dutch name for Netherlands
 .










née

 
/nā/





I.
 
adjective




originally called; born (used especially in adding a woman's maiden name after her married name)




•
 
Mary Toogood, née Johnson.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘born,’ feminine past participle of 
naître

 ; compare with né
 .






need

 
/nēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
require (something) because it is essential or very important




•
 
I need help now




•
 [with 
present participle

 ]
 
this shirt needs washing




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
they need to win tomorrow.










2.
 
(
not need something

 )
 — not want to be subjected to something




•
 
I don't need your sarcasm.










3.
 
[as 
modal verb

 with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — expressing necessity or obligation




•
 
need I say more?




•
 
I 
need not have

 worried.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 be necessary




•
 
lest you, even more than needs, embitter our parting.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
circumstances in which something is necessary, or that require some course of action; necessity




•
 
the basic human 
need for

 food




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
there's no need to cry.










2.
 
(often 
needs

 )
 — a thing that is wanted or required




•
 
his day-to-day needs.










3.
 
the state of requiring help, or of lacking basic necessities such as food




•
 
help us in our 
hour of need






•
 
children in need.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at need








‹archaic›

 when needed; in an emergency




•
 
men whose experience could be called upon at need.















2.
 
had need








‹archaic›

 ought to




•
 
you had need hire men to chip it all over artistically.















3.
 
have need of








‹formal›

 need




•
 
Alida had need of company.















4.
 
if need be






if necessary.









5.
 
in need of






requiring or needing (something)




•
 
he was in desperate need of medical care.





















– origin

 Old English 
nēodian

 (verb), 
nēod

 , 
nēd

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nood

 and German 
Not

 ‘danger.’





need-blind

 
/ˈnēd ˌblīnd/






adjective






(US)

 of or denoting a college admissions policy in which applicants are judged solely on their merits, irrespective of their ability to pay for tuition.













needful

 
/ˈnēdfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 necessary; requisite




•
 
a further word was needful.










2.
 
needy




•
 
she gave her money away to needful people.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
needfully






adverb













2.
 
needfulness






noun





















needle

 
/ˈnēdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very fine slender piece of metal with a point at one end and a hole or eye for thread at the other, used in sewing.




2.
 
something resembling a sewing needle in use, shape, or appearance, especially:




3.
 
an instrument used in crafts such as crochet, knitting, and lacemaking.




4.
 
the pointed hollow end of a hypodermic syringe.




5.
 
a very fine metal spike used in acupuncture.




6.
 
a thin pointer on a dial, compass, or other instrument.




7.
 
an etching tool.




8.
 
the sharp, stiff, slender leaf of a fir or pine tree.




9.
 
a pointed rock or peak.




10.
 
a stylus used to play phonograph records.




11.
 
an obelisk




•
 
Cleopatra's Needle.










12.
 
a steel pin that explodes the cartridge of a breech-loading gun.




13.
 


[Building]

 a beam used as a temporary support during underpinning.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prick or pierce (something) with or as if with a needle




•
 
dust needled his eyes.










2.
 


‹informal›

 provoke or annoy (someone), especially by continual criticism or questioning




•
 
I just said that to Charlie to needle him.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the eye of a needle






a tiny aperture or opening through which it would seem impossible to pass (especially with reference to Matt. 19:24).









2.
 
give someone the needle








‹informal›

 provoke or annoy someone




•
 
Lady gives him the needle because she knows it isn't true.















3.
 
a needle in a haystack






something that is almost impossible to find because it is hidden among so many other things.















– origin

 Old English 
nǣdl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
naald

 and German 
Nadel

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
nere

 ‘to spin’ and Greek 
nēma

 ‘thread.’





needlecord

 
/ˈnēdlˌkôrd/






noun




British term for pinwale
 .













needlecraft

 
/ˈnēdlˌkraft/






noun




needlework.














needlefish

 
/ˈnēdlˌfiSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for garfish
 .













needlelace

 
/ˈnēdlˌlās/






noun




another term for needlepoint
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













needleless

 
/ˈnēd(ə)lləs/






adjective



1.
 
functioning or carried out without the use of a hypodermic needle




•
 
a needleless syringe




•
 
needleless acupuncture.










2.
 
(of a fir or pine tree) having lost its leaves




•
 
a spindly, mostly needleless tree.



















needlepoint

 
/ˈnēdlˌpoint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
embroidery worked over canvas, typically in a diagonal stitch covering the entire surface of the fabric.




2.
 
(also 
needlepoint lace

 )
 — lace made by hand using a needle rather than bobbins.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
embroider in needlepoint.













needler

 
/ˈnēd(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person who annoys or antagonizes another.




2.
 
(in science fiction) a weapon that fires needlelike projectiles.













needless

 
/ˈnēdləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of something bad) unnecessary; avoidable




•
 
I deplore needless waste.














II.
 
phrases





needless to say






of course.












III.
 
derivatives





needlessness

 
/ˈnēdləsnəs /






noun





















needlessly

 
/ˈnēdlislē/






adverb




in a way that is unnecessary because it is avoidable




•
 
the war was needlessly prolonged




•
 
hundreds of people are dying needlessly from strokes.



















needle valve






noun




a valve closed by a thin tapering part.













needlewoman

 
/ˈnēdlˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman or girl who has particular sewing skills or who sews for a living.













needlework

 
/ˈnēdlˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art or practice of sewing or embroidery




•
 
Mrs. Zurndorfer specializes in needlework.










2.
 
sewn or embroidered items collectively




•
 
exhibits include European and Eastern needlework.














II.
 
derivatives





needleworker






noun





















needn't

 
/ˈnēdnt/






contraction




need not.














needs

 
/nēdz/





I.
 
adverb

 — (in phrase 
must needs (or needs must) do something

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cannot avoid or help doing something




•
 
they must needs depart.

















– origin

 Old English 
nēdes

 (see need
 , -s
 3
 ).





needy

 
/ˈnēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) lacking the necessities of life; very poor




•
 
needy and elderly people.










2.
 
(of circumstances) characterized by poverty




•
 
those from needy backgrounds.














II.
 
derivatives





neediness

 
/ˈnēdēnəs /






noun






















neem

 
/nēm/





I.
 
noun




a tropical Old World tree that yields mahoganylike timber, oil, medicinal products, and insecticide.

Also called margosa
 . [
Azadirachta indica

 , family 
Meliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Hindi from Sanskrit 
nimba

 .





Neenah

 
/ˈnēnə/






a city in eastern Wisconsin, on the Fox River; pop. 25,060 (est. 2008).










neep

 
/nēp/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a turnip.











– origin

 Old English 
nǣp

 , from Latin 
napus

 .





ne'er

 
/ner/






contraction






‹literary›

 
‹dialect›

 never.













ne'er-do-well

 
/ˈnerdəˌwel/





I.
 
noun




a person who is lazy and irresponsible.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lazy and irresponsible.













nef

 
/nef/





I.
 
noun




an elaborate table decoration in the shape of a ship for holding such things as table napkins and condiments.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘ship’ (see nave
 1
 ).





nefarious

 
/nəˈferēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of an action or activity) wicked or criminal




•
 
the nefarious activities of the organized-crime syndicates.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nefariously

 
/nəˈferēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
nefariousness

 
/nəˈferēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
nefarius

 , from 
nefas

 , 
nefar-

 ‘wrong’ (from 
ne-

 ‘not’ + 
fas

 ‘divine law’) + -ous
 .





Nefertiti

 
/ˌnefərˈtēdē /

 
Nofretete






(
fl.

 14th century 
BC

 ), Egyptian queen; wife of Akhenaten and half-sister of Tutankhamen.









neg

 
/neɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a photographic negative.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





neg.






abbreviation




negative




•
 
HIV neg.



















nega-





I.
 
combining form




denoting the negative counterpart of a unit of measurement, in particular a unit of energy saved as a result of conservation measures.











– origin

 abbreviation of negative
 .






negate

 
/nəˈɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
nullify; make ineffective




•
 
alcohol negates the effects of the drug.










2.
 
.
 — 

[Logic]

 
[Grammar]

 make (a clause, sentence, or proposition) negative in meaning.




3.
 
deny the existence of (something)




•
 
negating the political nature of education.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 1 and 
sense

 3): from Latin 
negat-

 ‘denied,’ from the verb 
negare

 .






negation

 
/nəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the contradiction or denial of something




•
 
there should be confirmation—or negation—of the findings.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 denial of the truth of a clause or sentence, typically involving the use of a negative word (e.g., 
not

 , 
no

 , 
never

 ) or a word or affix with negative force (e.g., 
nothing

 , 
non-

 ).




3.
 


[Logic]

 a proposition whose assertion specifically denies the truth of another proposition




•
 
the negation of A is, briefly, “not A.”










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 inversion




•
 
these formulae and their negations.










5.
 
the absence or opposite of something actual or positive




•
 
evil is not merely the negation of goodness.














II.
 
derivatives





negatory

 
/ˈneɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
negatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
negare

 ‘deny’ (see negate
 ).






negative

 
/ˈneɡədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting in or characterized by the absence rather than the presence of distinguishing features.




2.
 
(of a statement or decision) expressing or implying denial, disagreement, or refusal




•
 
that, I take it, was a negative answer.










3.
 
(of the results of a test or experiment) indicating that a certain substance or condition is not present or does not exist




•
 
a negative test result.










4.
 
(of a person) not having a specified condition or showing traces of a specified substance in their body




•
 
so far all the patients have 
tested negative

 for TB




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
HPV-negative.










5.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 denoting a complete lack of something




•
 
they were described as having negative vulnerability to water entry.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 (of a word, clause, or proposition) expressing denial, negation, or refutation; stating or asserting that something is not the case.

Contrasted with affirmative
 and interrogative
 .




7.
 
(of a person, attitude, or situation) not desirable or optimistic




•
 
the new tax was having a very negative effect on car sales




•
 
not all the news is negative




•
 
I don't want to be negative, but I don't see how we could do it.










8.
 
(of a quantity) less than zero; to be subtracted from others or from zero.




9.
 
denoting a direction of decrease or reversal




•
 
the industry suffered negative growth in 1992.










10.
 
of, containing, producing, or denoting the kind of electric charge carried by electrons.




11.
 
(of a photographic image) showing light and shade or colors reversed from those of the original.




12.
 


[Astrology]

 relating to or denoting any of the earth or water signs, considered passive in nature.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or statement that expresses denial, disagreement, or refusal




•
 
she replied 
in the negative

 .










2.
 
(often 
the negative

 )
 — a bad, unwelcome, or unpleasant quality, characteristic, or aspect of a situation or person




•
 
confidence will not be instilled by harping solely on the negative




•
 
the bus trip and the positive media have not had time to turn his significant negatives around.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word, affix, or phrase expressing negation.




4.
 


[Logic]

 another term for negation
 .




5.
 
a photographic image made on film or specially prepared glass that shows the light and shade or color values reversed from the original, and from which positive prints can be made.




6.
 
a result of a test or experiment indicating that a certain substance is not present or a certain condition does not exist




•
 
the percentage of false negatives generated by a cancer test was of great concern.










7.
 
the part of an electric circuit that is at a lower electrical potential than another part designated as having zero electrical potential.




8.
 
a number less than zero.








III.
 
exclamation




no (usually used in a military context)




•
 
“Any snags, Captain?” “Negative, she's running like clockwork.”














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reject; refuse to accept; veto




•
 
the bill was negatived by 130 votes to 129.










2.
 
disprove; contradict




•
 
the insurer's main arguments were negatived by Lawrence.










3.
 
render ineffective; neutralize




•
 
should criminal law allow consent to negative what would otherwise be a crime?














V.
 
derivatives





negativeness

 
/ˈneɡədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
negativus

 , from 
negare

 ‘deny’ (see negate
 ).





negative equity






noun






(Brit.)

 potential indebtedness arising when the market value of a property falls below the outstanding amount of a mortgage secured on it.













negative evidence






noun




evidence for a theory provided by the nonoccurrence or absence of something.














negative feedback






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 the diminution or counteraction of an effect by its own influence on the process giving rise to it, as when a high level of a particular hormone in the blood may inhibit further secretion of that hormone, or where the result of a certain action may inhibit further performance of that action.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Electronics]

 the return of part of an output signal to the input, which is out of phase with it, so that amplifier gain is reduced and the output is improved.













negative gearing






noun






(chiefly Austral.)

 the practice of investing borrowed money in such a way as to result in a loss that can be claimed as a tax deduction




•
 
income tax rates are low, making negative gearing less attractive.



















negative income tax

 
/ˈneɡədiv ˈinˌkəm ˈiNGˌkəm taks/






noun




money credited as allowances to a taxed income, and paid as a benefit when it exceeds debited tax.













negative instance






noun




a piece of negative evidence.













negatively

 
/ˈneɡədivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a negative way, especially by expressing denial, disagreement, or refusal




•
 
53 percent of Americans view her negatively, compared to 40 percent favorably




•
 
investors reacted negatively to the news.










2.
 
in a way that indicates absence of a certain substance or condition




•
 
women who originally tested negatively for the hepatitis C virus.










3.
 
in a way that is not desirable or optimistic




•
 
traffic congestion had impacted negatively on their business.










4.
 
with negative electric charge




•
 
negatively charged ions.



















negative pole






noun



1.
 
the south-seeking pole of a magnet.




2.
 
a cathode.













negative sign






noun




another term for minus sign
 .













negativism

 
/ˈneɡədəvˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice of being or tendency to be negative or skeptical in attitude while failing to offer positive suggestions or views.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
negativist






noun, adjective













2.
 
negativistic

 
/ˌneɡətivˈistik /






adjective





















negativity

 
/ˌneɡəˈtivədē/






noun




the expression of criticism of or pessimism about something




•
 
he was taken aback by the negativity of the press.



















negator

 
/nəˈɡādər/






noun






[Grammar]

 a word expressing negation, especially (in English) the word 
not

 .













negentropic

 
/ˌneɡənˈträpik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 of or characterized by a reduction in entropy (and corresponding increase in order).








II.
 
derivatives





negentropy

 
/neɡˈentrəpē /






noun



















– origin

 1950s (as 
negentropy

 ): from negative
 + 
entropic

 (see entropy
 ).





Negev

 
/ˈneɡev/





(
the Negev

 )


1.
 
an arid region that forms most of southern Israel, between Beersheba and the Gulf of Aqaba, on the Egyptian border. Large areas are irrigated for agriculture and many Israeli communities have been established here.














neglect

 
/nəˈɡlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to care for properly




•
 
the old churchyard has been sadly neglected.










2.
 
not pay proper attention to; disregard




•
 
you neglect our advice at your peril.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — fail to do something




•
 
he neglected to write to her.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being uncared for




•
 
animals dying through disease or neglect.










2.
 
the action of not taking proper care of someone or something




•
 
she was accused of child neglect.










3.
 
failure to do something




•
 
he was reported for 
neglect of

 duty.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
neglect-

 ‘disregarded,’ from the verb 
neglegere

 , from 
neg-

 ‘not’ + 
legere

 ‘choose, pick up.’





neglected

 
/nəˈɡlektəd/






adjective



1.
 
suffering a lack of proper care




•
 
some severely neglected children.










2.
 
not receiving proper attention; disregarded




•
 
a neglected area of research.



















neglectful

 
/nəˈɡlek(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




not giving proper care or attention to someone or something




•
 
you are being 
neglectful of

 our guests




•
 
born to wealthy but neglectful parents.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neglectfully

 
/nəˈɡlek(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
neglectfulness

 
/-fəlnəs /






noun





















negligee

 
/ˌneɡləˈZHā/





I.
 
noun




a woman's light dressing gown, typically made of a filmy, soft fabric.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a kind of loose gown worn by women in the 18th cent.): from French, literally ‘given little thought or attention,’ feminine past participle of 
négliger

 ‘to neglect.’





negligence

 
/ˈneɡləjəns/






noun



1.
 
failure to take proper care in doing something




•
 
some of these accidents are due to negligence.










2.
 


[Law]

 failure to use reasonable care, resulting in damage or injury to another.













negligent

 
/ˈneɡləjənt/





I.
 
adjective




failing to take proper care in doing something




•
 
directors have been negligent in the performance of their duties.














II.
 
derivatives





negligently

 
/ˈneɡləj(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
negligent-

 ‘disregarding,’ from the verb 
negligere

 (variant of 
neglegere

 ‘disregard, slight’: see neglect
 ).





negligible

 
/ˈneɡləjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




so small or unimportant as to be not worth considering; insignificant




•
 
sound could at last be recorded with incredible ease and at negligible cost.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
negligibility

 
/ˌneɡləjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
negligibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from obsolete French, from 
négliger

 ‘to neglect.’





negotiable

 
/nəˈɡōSH(ē)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
open to discussion or modification




•
 
the price was not negotiable.










2.
 
(of a document) able to be transferred or assigned to the legal ownership of another person.




3.
 
(of an obstacle or pathway) able to be traversed; passable




•
 
such walkways must be accessible and negotiable for all users.














II.
 
derivatives





negotiability

 
/nəˌɡōSH(ē)əˈbilədē /






noun






















negotiate

 
/nəˈɡōSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — try to reach an agreement or compromise by discussion with others




•
 
his government's willingness to negotiate.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain or bring about by negotiating




•
 
he negotiated a new contract with the sellers.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — find a way over or through (an obstacle or difficult path)




•
 
there was a puddle to be negotiated.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transfer (a check, bill, or other document) to the legal ownership of another person.




5.
 
convert (a check) into cash.








II.
 
derivatives





negotiant

 
/-SH(ē)ənt /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
negotiat-

 ‘done in the course of business,’ from the verb 
negotiari

 , from 
negotium

 ‘business,’ from 
neg-

 ‘not’ + 
otium

 ‘leisure.’





negotiation

 
/nəˌɡōSHēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
negotiations

 )


1.
 
discussion aimed at reaching an agreement




•
 
a worldwide ban is currently 
under negotiation






•
 


negotiations between

 unions and employers.










2.
 
the action or process of negotiating




•
 
negotiation of the deals.










3.
 
the action or process of transferring ownership of a document.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting an act of dealing with another person): from Latin 
negotiatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
negotiari

 (see negotiate
 ).





negotiator

 
/nəˈɡōSHēˌādər/






noun




a person who conducts negotiations




•
 
US trade negotiators




•
 
a hostage negotiator.



















Negress

 
/ˈnēɡris/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a woman or girl of black African origin.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
négresse

 , feminine of 
nègre

 ‘negro.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Negro
 .






Negrillo

 
/nəˈɡrilō/





I.
 
noun




a member of a black people of short stature native to central and southern Africa.











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of 
negro

 ‘black’ (see Negro
 ); compare with Negrito
 .






Negrito

 
/nəˈɡrēdō/





I.
 
noun




a member of a black people of short stature native to the Austronesian region.











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of 
negro

 ‘black’ (see Negro
 ); compare with Negrillo
 .





negritude

 
/ˈneɡrito͞oːd /

 
Negritude





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or fact of being of black African origin.




2.
 
the affirmation or consciousness of the value of black or African culture, heritage, and identity




•
 
Negritude helped to guide Senegal into independence with pride.

















– origin

 1950s: from French 
négritude

 ‘blackness.’






Negro

 
/ˈnēɡrō /

 

‹dated offensive›






I.
 
noun




a member of a dark-skinned group of peoples originally native to Africa south of the Sahara.








II.
 
adjective




relating to black people.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Spanish and Portuguese from Latin 
niger

 , 
nigr-

 ‘black.’ / 
usage:

 The word 
Negro

 was adopted from Spanish and Portuguese and first recorded from the mid 16th century. It remained the standard term throughout the 17th–19th centuries and was used by such prominent black American campaigners as W. E. B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington in the early 20th century. Since the Black Power movement of the 1960s, however, when the term 
black

 was favored as the term to express racial pride, 
Negro

 has dropped out of favor and now seems out of date or even offensive in both US and British English. The 2010 US Census questionnaire was criticized when it retained the racial designation 
Negro

 as an option (along with 
Black

 and 
African Am.

 ). The Census Bureau defended its decision, citing the 2000 Census forms, on which more than 56,000 individuals handwrote “Negro” (even though it was already on the form). Apparently, 
Negro

 continues to be the identity strongly preferred by some Americans. See also usage at black
 .





Negroid

 
/ˈnēɡroid/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 of or relating to the division of humankind represented by the indigenous peoples of central and southern Africa.











usage:

 The term 
Negroid

 belongs to a set of terms introduced by 19th-century anthropologists attempting to categorize human races. Such terms are associated with outdated notions of racial types, and so are now potentially offensive and best avoided. See also usage at Mongoloid
 .





Negro Leagues






noun




associations of professional baseball teams made up of African-American players, especially active from the 1920s through the 1940s.













negroni

 
/nəˈɡrōnē /

 
Negroni





I.
 
noun




a cocktail made from gin, vermouth, and Campari.











– origin

 Italian.





Negrophobia

 
/ˌnēɡrəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




dislike or fear of black people.








II.
 
derivatives





Negrophobe

 
/ˈnēɡrəˌfōb /






noun





















Negros

 
/ˈnāɡrōs, ˈne-/






the fourth largest of the Philippine islands; pop. 3,602,200 (est. 2007); chief city, Bacolod.









negus

 
/ˈnēɡəs/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hot drink of port, sugar, lemon, and spices.











– origin

 named after Colonel Francis 
Negus

 (died 1732), who created it.





Negus

 
/ˈnēɡəs/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a ruler, or the supreme ruler, of Ethiopia.











– origin

 from Amharic 
n'gus

 ‘king.’





Neh.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Nehemiah.













Nehemiah

 
/ˌnēəˈmīə/





I.
 
(5th century 
BC

 ) a Hebrew leader who supervised the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem (
c.

 444) and introduced moral and religious reforms (
c.

 432).




II.
 
a book of the Bible telling of Nehemiah's rebuilding and reforms.









Nehru, Jawaharlal

 
/ˈnāˌro͞o, ˈne(ə)rˌo͞o/






(1889–1964), Indian statesman; prime minister 1947–64; known as 
Pandit Nehru

 ; father of Indira Gandhi. Nehru was elected leader of the Indian National Congress in 1929. Imprisoned nine times by the British for his nationalist campaigns, he went on to become the first prime minister of independent India.









neigh

 
/nā/





I.
 
noun




a characteristic high-pitched sound uttered by a horse.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) make a characteristic high-pitched sound; utter a neigh.




2.
 
(of a person) make a sound similar to a neigh




•
 
they neighed dutifully at jokes they did not understand.

















– origin

 Old English 
hnǣgan

 (verb), of imitative origin; compare with Dutch dialect 
neijen

 .





neighbor

 
/ˈnābər /

 


‹Brit.›

 neighbour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person living near or next door to the speaker or person referred to




•
 
our garden was the envy of the neighbors.










2.
 
a person or place in relation to others near or next to it




•
 
I chatted with my neighbor on the flight to New York




•
 
matching our investment levels with those of our North American neighbors.










3.
 
any person in need of one's help or kindness (after biblical use)




•
 
love thy neighbor as thyself.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a place or thing) be situated next to or very near (another)




•
 
the square neighbors the old quarter of the town.














III.
 
derivatives





neighborless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nēahgebūr

 , from 
nēah

 ‘nigh, near’ + 
gebūr

 ‘inhabitant, peasant, farmer’ (compare with boor
 ).






neighborhood

 
/ˈnābərˌho͝od /

 


‹Brit.›

 neighbourhood





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a district, especially one forming a community within a town or city




•
 
she lived in a wealthy neighborhood of Boston




•
 
the party disturbed the whole neighborhood.










2.
 
neighborly feeling or conduct




•
 
the importance of neighborhood to old people.










3.
 
the area surrounding a particular place, person, or object




•
 
he was reluctant to leave the neighborhood of Butte.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the set of points whose distance from a given point is less than (or less than or equal to) some value.








II.
 
phrases





in the neighborhood of






approximately; about




•
 
the cost would be in the neighborhood of three billion.























neighborhood watch

 
/ˈnābərˌho͝od wäCH/






noun




a program of systematic local vigilance by residents of a neighborhood to discourage crime, especially burglary.













neighboring

 
/ˈnābəriNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 neighbouring






adjective




next to or very near another place; adjacent




•
 
a couple at a neighboring table




•
 
neighboring countries.



















neighborly

 
/ˈnābərlē /

 


‹Brit.›

 neighbourly





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of a good neighbor, especially helpful, friendly, or kind.








II.
 
derivatives





neighborliness

 
/ˈnābərlēnəs /






noun






















Neisse

 
/ˈnīsə/





I.
 
a river in central Europe that rises in the north of the Czech Republic and flows over 140 miles (225 km) north, forming the southern part of the border between Germany and Poland (the Oder–Neisse Line) and joining the Oder River northeast of Cottbus.

German name Lausitzer Neisse
 ; Polish name Nysa
 .




II.
 
a river in southern Poland that rises near the border with the Czech Republic and flows 120 miles (195 km) northeast, through the town of Nysa, and joins the Oder River southeast of Wrocław.

German name Glatzer Neisse
 .










neither

 
/ˈnēT͟Hər ˈnīT͟Hər/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun




not the one nor the other of two people or things; not either


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
neither side of the brain is dominant over the other




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 


neither of

 us believes it.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
used before the first of two (or occasionally more) alternatives that are being specified (the others being introduced by “nor”) to indicate that they are each untrue or each do not happen




•
 
I am neither a liberal nor a conservative.










2.
 
used to introduce a further negative statement




•
 
he didn't remember, and neither did I.














III.
 
phrases





neither here nor there






see here
 .















– origin

 Middle English: alteration (by association with either
 ) of Old English 
nawther

 , contraction of 
nāhwæther

 (from 
nā

 ‘no’ + 
hwæther

 ‘whether’). / 
usage:

 
1

 The use of 
neither

 with another negative, as in I 
don't

 like him 
neither

 or 
not

 much good at reading 
neither

 is recorded from the 16th century onward, but is not thought to be good English. This is because it is an example of a 
double negative

 , which, though standard in some other languages such as Spanish and found in many dialects of English, is not acceptable in standard English. In the sentences above, 
either

 should be used instead. For more information, see usage at double negative
 . 
2

 When 
neither

 is followed by 
nor

 , it is important in good English style that the two halves of the structure mirror each other: she saw herself as 
neither

 wife 
nor

 mother rather than she 
neither

 saw herself as wife 
nor

 mother. For more details, see usage at either
 .





Nejd

 
/nejd/






an arid plateau region in central Saudi Arabia, north of the Rub' al-Khali desert, at an altitude of about 5,000 feet (1,500 m).









nekkid

 
/ˈnekid/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person) naked




•
 
some of the oldest photos in existence are of nekkid women.

















– origin

 1970s: representing a regional or humorous pronunciation of naked
 .






nekton

 
/ˈnektən ˈnekˌtän/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 aquatic animals that are able to swim and move independently of water currents.

Often contrasted with plankton
 .








II.
 
derivatives





nektonic

 
/nekˈtänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via German from Greek 
nēkton

 , neuter of 
nēktos

 ‘swimming,’ from 
nēkhein

 ‘to swim.’





Nellore

 
/nəˈlôr/






a city and river port in southeastern India, in Andhra Pradesh, on the Penner River; pop. 427,400 (est. 2009).









nelly

 
/ˈnelē /

 
nellie





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a silly person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an effeminate homosexual man.








II.
 
phrases





not on your nelly








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 certainly not.

[originally as 
not on your Nelly Duff

 , rhyming slang for ‘puff’ (i.e., breath of life); modeled on the phrase 
not on your life

 .]















– origin

 1930s: from the given name 
Nelly

 .





nelson

 
/ˈnelsən/





I.
 
noun




a wrestling hold in which one arm is passed under the opponent's arm from behind and the hand is applied to the neck (
half nelson

 ), or both arms and hands are applied (
full nelson

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: apparently from the surname 
Nelson

 , but the reference is unknown.





Nelson, Byron

 
/ˈnelsən/






(1912–2006), US golfer; full name 
John Byron Nelson, Jr.

 He set the all-time PGA stroke average with 68.33 strokes per round over 120 rounds in 1945. PGA Hall of Fame (1953).









Nelson, Horatio






Viscount Nelson, Duke of Bronte (1758–1805), British admiral. He became a national hero as a result of his victories at sea in the Napoleonic Wars, especially at the Battle of Trafalgar, in which he was mortally wounded.









Nelson, Samuel






(1792–1873), US Supreme Court associate justice 1845–72. Chief justice of the state of New York 1837–45, he was appointed to the US Supreme Court by President Tyler.









Nelson, Willie






(1933–), US country singer and songwriter. A central figure in the outlaw country music movement of the 1970s, he is noted for such hits as 
“A Good Hearted Woman”

 (1976). He helped establish Farm Aid in 1985.









Nelson River

 
/ˌnelsən ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 400 miles (640 km) across eastern Manitoba, to Hudson Bay, once a fur trade route.









nelumbo

 
/nəˈləmbō/





I.
 
noun




a lotus with huge leaves and solitary large flowers that grow on stalks that can extend 6 feet (2 m) above the surface of the water.

[Genus 
Nelumbo

 , family 
Nelumbonaceae

 : two species, the 
American lotus

 and the 
sacred lotus

 (see lotus
 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Sinhalese 
neḷum̆ba

 .






Neman

 
/ˈnemən/






a river in eastern Europe that rises south of Minsk in Belarus and flows 597 miles (955 km) west and then north to the Baltic Sea. Its lower course, which forms the boundary between Lithuania and the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad, is called the Memel. Lithuanian name 
Nemunas

 .

Belorussian name Nyoman
 .










nematic

 
/nəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a state of a liquid crystal in which the molecules are oriented in parallel but not arranged in well-defined planes.

Compare with smectic
 .








II.
 
noun




a nematic substance.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
nēma

 , 
nēmat-

 ‘thread’ + -ic
 .






nemato-

 
nemat-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting something threadlike in shape




•
 
nematocyst.










2.
 
relating to Nematoda




•
 
nematocide.

















– origin

 from Greek 
nēma

 , 
nēmat-

 ‘thread.’





nematocide

 
/niˈmatəˌsīd, ˈnemətə- /

 
nematicide





I.
 
noun




a substance used to kill nematode worms.








II.
 
derivatives





nematocidal

 
/ˌnematəˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nemato-
 ‘of nematode worms’ + -cide
 .





nematocyst

 
/ˈnemətəˌsist, niˈmatə-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a specialized cell in the tentacles of a jellyfish or other coelenterate, containing a barbed or venomous coiled thread that can be projected in self-defense or to capture prey.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nemato-
 ‘of threadlike shape’ + cyst
 .





Nematoda

 
/ˌnēməˈtōdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large phylum of worms with slender, unsegmented, cylindrical bodies, including the roundworms, threadworms, and eelworms. They are found abundantly in soil and water, and many are parasites.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
nēma

 , 
nēmat-

 ‘thread.’





nematode

 
/ˈnēməˌtōd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a worm of the large phylum 
Nematoda

 , such as a roundworm or threadworm.













nematology

 
/ˌneməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of nematode worms.








II.
 
derivatives





nematologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Nematomorpha

 
/ˌnemətəˈmôrfə, nəˌmatə- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum that comprises the horsehair worms.




II.
 
derivatives





nematomorph

 
/ˈnemətəˌmôrf, nəˈmatə- /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
nēma

 , 
nēmat-

 ‘thread’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





Nembutal

 
/ˈnembyəˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 the drug pentobarbital sodium (see pentobarbital
 ).











– origin

 1930s: from 
N(a)

 (symbol for sodium) + 
e(thyl)

 , 
m(ethyl)

 , 
but(yl)

 , elements of the systematic name, + -al
 .





nem. con.

 
/ˌnem ˈkän/





I.
 
abbreviation




nemine contradicente, with no one dissenting; unanimously




•
 
the motions were carried nem. con.

















– origin

 Latin.





Nemertea

 
/nəˈmərdēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum that comprises the ribbon worms.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
Nēmertēs

 , the name of a sea nymph.





nemertean

 
/nəˈmərdēən /

 

‹Zoology›


 
nemertine





I.
 
noun




a member of the small phylum 
Nemertea

 ; a ribbon worm.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting nemerteans.













nemesia

 
/nəˈmēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a plant related to the snapdragon that is cultivated for its colorful, obliquely funnel-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Nemesia

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
N. strumosa

 and its hybrids.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
nemesion

 , denoting various similar plants.





nemesis

 
/ˈneməsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the inescapable agent of someone's or something's downfall




•
 
the balance beam was the team's nemesis, as two gymnasts fell from the apparatus.










2.
 
a long-standing rival; an archenemy




•
 
will Harry Potter finally defeat his nemesis, Voldemort?










3.
 
a downfall caused by an inescapable agent




•
 
one risks nemesis by uttering such words.










4.
 
(often 
Nemesis

 )
 — retributive justice




•
 
nemesis is notoriously slow.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: Greek, literally ‘retribution,’ from 
nemein

 ‘give what is due.’





Nemesis

 
/ˈneməsəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a goddess usually portrayed as the agent of divine punishment for wrongdoing or presumption (hubris).









nemo dat

 
/ˈnāmō ˈdat, ˈnēmō, ˈdät /

 
nemo dat quod non habet





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the basic principle that a person who does not own property, especially a thief, cannot confer it on another except with the true owner's authority.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘no one gives (what he or she does not have).’






nene

 
/ˈnānā /

 
ne-ne





I.
 
noun




a rare goose native to Hawaii, now breeding chiefly in captivity.

Also called Hawaiian goose
 . [
Branta sandvicensis

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Hawaiian.





Nenets

 
/ˈnenets/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a nomadic people of Siberia, whose main traditional occupation is reindeer herding.




2.
 
the Samoyedic language of the Nenets.











– origin

 the name in Russian.






neo-

 
/ˈnēˌō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
new




•
 
neonate.










2.
 
a new or revived form of




•
 
neo-Georgian.

















– origin

 from Greek 
neos

 ‘new.’





neoclassical

 
/ˌnēōˈklasək(ə)l /

 
neoclassic






adjective




of or relating to neoclassicism.













neoclassicism

 
/ˌnēōˈklasəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




the revival of a classical style or treatment in art, literature, architecture, or music.

As an aesthetic and artistic style this originated in Rome in the mid 18th century, combining a reaction against the late baroque and rococo with a new interest in antiquity. In music, the term refers to a return by composers of the early 20th century to the forms and styles of the 17th and 18th centuries, as a reaction against 19th-century romanticism.








II.
 
derivatives





neoclassicist






noun, adjective





















neocolonialism

 
/ˌnēōkəˈlōnēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the use of economic, political, cultural, or other pressures to control or influence other countries, especially former dependencies.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neocolonial

 
/ˌnēōkəˈlōnyəl /






adjective













2.
 
neocolonialist

 
/ˌnēōkəˈlōnyələst /






noun, adjective





















neocon

 
/ˌnēōˈkän /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




(in politics) a person with neoconservative views.








II.
 
noun




a neoconservative.













neo-Confucianism

 
/ˌnēōkənˈfyo͞oSHənizəm/





I.
 
noun




a movement in religious philosophy derived from Confucianism in China around 
AD

 1000 in response to the ideas of Taoism and Buddhism.








II.
 
derivatives





neo-Confucian






adjective





















neoconservative

 
/ˌnēōkənˈsərvədiv/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a return to a modified form of a traditional viewpoint, in particular a political ideology characterized by an emphasis on free-market capitalism and an interventionist foreign policy.








II.
 
noun




a person with neoconservative views.








III.
 
derivatives





neoconservatism

 
/ˌnēōk(ə)nˈsərvədiz(ə)m /






noun





















neocortex

 
/ˌnēōˈkôrteks/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a part of the cerebral cortex concerned with sight and hearing in mammals, regarded as the most recently evolved part of the cortex.








II.
 
derivatives





neocortical

 
/-ˈkôrtikəl /






adjective






















neo-Darwinian

 
/ˌnēōdärˈwinēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 of or relating to the modern version of Darwin's theory of evolution by natural selection, incorporating the findings of genetics.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neo-Darwinism

 
/ˈdärwinizəm /






noun













2.
 
neo-Darwinist

 
/ˈdärwinist /






noun





















neodymium

 
/ˌnēōˈdimēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Nd

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 60, a silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series. Neodymium is a component of misch metal and some other alloys, and its compounds are used in coloring glass and ceramics.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from neo-
 ‘new’ + a shortened form of didymium
 .





neofascist

 
/ˌnēōˈfaSHəst /

 
neo-Fascist





I.
 
noun




a member of an organization similar to the Italian Fascist movement of the early 20th century.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to neofascists or neofascism.








III.
 
derivatives





neofascism

 
/ˌnēōˈfaSHiz(ə)m /






noun






















Neogaea

 
/ˌnēəˈjēə /

 

‹Zoology›


 
Neogea





I.
 
a zoogeographical area comprising the Neotropical region.




II.
 
derivatives





Neogaean






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
neos

 ‘new’ + 
gaia

 ‘earth.’






Neogene

 
/ˈnēəˌjēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the later division of the Tertiary period, comprising the Miocene and Pliocene epochs.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Neogene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Neogene subperiod or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Neogene lasted from about 23 million to 1.6 million years ago. The mammals continued to evolve during this time, developing into the forms that are familiar today.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from neo-
 ‘new’ + Greek 
-genēs

 ‘born, of a specified kind’ (see -gen
 ).





neo-Georgian

 
/ˌnēōˈjôrjən/






adjective




of, relating to, or imitative of a revival of a Georgian style in architecture.













neo-Gothic





I.
 
adjective




of or in an artistic style that originated in the 19th century, characterized by the revival of Gothic and other medieval forms. In architecture it is manifested in pointed arches, vaulted ceilings, and mock fortifications.








II.
 
noun




the neo-Gothic style.













Neogrammarian

 
/ˌnēōɡrəˈmerēən/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of 19th-century German scholars who, having noticed that sound changes in language are regular and that therefore lost word forms can be reconstructed, postulated the forms of entire lost languages such as Proto-Indo-European by the comparison of related forms in existing languages. They also believed that phonetic laws had no exceptions.











– origin

 translation of German 
Junggrammatiker

 .





neo-impressionism

 
/ˌnēōimˈpreSHəˌnizəm /

 
neo-Impressionism





I.
 
noun




a late 19th-century movement in French painting that sought to improve on impressionism through a systematic approach to form and color, particularly using pointillist technique. The movement's leading figures included Georges Seurat, Paul Signac, and Camille Pissarro.








II.
 
derivatives





neo-impressionist






adjective, noun





















neo-Latin






noun




another term for modern Latin
 .













neoliberal

 
/ˌnēōˈlibərəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a modified form of liberalism tending to favor free-market capitalism.








II.
 
noun




a person holding neoliberal views.








III.
 
derivatives





neoliberalism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun





















neo-liberalism

 
/ˌnēōˈlib(ə)r(ə)liz(ə)m/






noun




a modified form of liberalism tending to favor free-market capitalism




•
 
social and political issues surrounding neo-liberalism.



















neolith

 
/ˈnēəˌliTH/






noun




a stone implement used during the Neolithic Period.














Neolithic

 
/ˌnēəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the later part of the Stone Age, when ground or polished stone weapons and implements prevailed.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Neolithic

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Neolithic period.

Also called New Stone Age
 .





In the Neolithic period farm animals were first domesticated, and agriculture was introduced. It began in the Near East by the 8th millennium 
BC

 and spread to northern Europe by the 4th millennium 
BC

 . Neolithic societies in northwestern Europe left such monuments as henges, long barrows, chamber tombs, and settlements inside concentric ditches spanned by causeways.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from neo-
 ‘new’ + Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -ic
 .





neologism

 
/nēˈäləˌjizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a newly coined word or expression.




2.
 
the coining or use of new words.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neologist

 
/-jist /






noun













2.
 
neologize

 
/nēˈäləˌjīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
néologisme

 .





neo-Malthusianism

 
/ˌnēōmalˈTHo͞oZHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the view that the rate of increase of a population should be controlled.








II.
 
derivatives





neo-Malthusian






adjective, noun





















neo-Marxist

 
/ˌnēōˈmärksəst/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to forms of political philosophy that arise from the adaptation of Marxist thought to accommodate or confront modern issues such as the global economy, the capitalist welfare state, and the stability of liberal democracies.








II.
 
noun




a person with neo-Marxist views.








III.
 
derivatives





neo-Marxism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun






















Neo-Melanesian

 
/ˌnēōˌmeləˈnēZH(ə)n/






noun




another term for Tok Pisin
 .













neomycin

 
/ˌnēōˈmīs(i)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic related to streptomycin, active against a wide variety of bacterial infections.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces fradiae

 .]













neon

 
/ˈnēän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Ne

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 10, an inert gaseous element of the noble gas group. It is obtained by the distillation of liquid air and is used in fluorescent lamps and advertising signs.




2.
 
fluorescent lighting or signs (whether containing neon or some other gas)




•
 
the lobby of the hotel was bright with neon.










3.
 
a small lamp containing neon.




4.
 
short for neon tetra
 .




5.
 
a very bright or fluorescent color




•
 
a denim cap outlined in neon




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
we bought ourselves neon bandannas.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘something new,’ neuter of the adjective 
neos

 .





neonatal

 
/ˌnēōˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to newborn children (or mammals).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neonatologist

 
/-nāˈtäləjist /






noun













2.
 
neonatology

 
/-nāˈtäləjē /






noun





















neonate

 
/ˈnēōˌnāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a newborn child or mammal.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an infant less than four weeks old.











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
neonatus

 , from Greek 
neos

 ‘new’ + Latin 
nat-

 ‘born’ (from the verb 
nasci

 ).





neo-Nazi

 
/ˌnēōˈnätsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an organization similar to the German Nazi Party.




2.
 
a person of extreme racist or nationalist views.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to neo-Nazis or neo-Nazism.








III.
 
derivatives





neo-Nazism

 
/ˌnēōˈnäˌtsēiz(ə)m /






noun





















neonicotinoid

 
/ˌnēōˈnikəˌtinoid/





I.
 
noun




a systemic agricultural insecticide resembling nicotine




•
 
studies have found a link between neonicotinoids and declining bee populations.

















– origin

 1990s: from neo-
 + 
nicotinoid

 , a type of compound chemically related to nicotine.






neon tetra






noun




a small Amazonian characin (fish) with a shining blue-green stripe along each side and a red band near the tail, popular in aquariums.

[
Paracheirodon innesi

 , family 
Characidae

 .]













neontology

 
/ˌnēänˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology dealing with living forms as distinct from fossils.

Often contrasted with paleontology
 .








II.
 
derivatives





neontological

 
/-təˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from neo-
 ‘new,’ on the pattern of 
paleontology

 .





neopaganism

 
/ˌnēōˈpāɡiˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a modern religious movement that seeks to incorporate beliefs or ritual practices from traditions outside the main world religions, especially those of pre-Christian Europe and North America.

Neopaganism is a highly varied mixture of ancient and modern elements, in which nature worship (influenced by modern environmentalism) often plays a major role. Other influences include shamanism, magical and occult traditions, and radical feminist critiques of Christianity.








II.
 
derivatives





neopagan






noun, adjective





















neophobia

 
/ˌnēōˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear or dislike of anything new, novel, or unfamiliar.








II.
 
derivatives





neophobic

 
/-bik /






adjective





















neophyte

 
/ˈnēəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is new to a subject, skill, or belief




•
 
four-day cooking classes are offered to neophytes and experts.










2.
 
a new convert to a religion.




3.
 
a novice in a religious order, or a newly ordained priest.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
neophutos

 , literally ‘newly planted’ but first used in the sense ‘new convert’ by St. Paul (1 Tim. 3:6), from 
neos

 ‘new’ + 
phuton

 ‘plant.’





neoplasia

 
/ˌnēōˈplāZH(ē)ə/






noun






[Medicine]

 the formation or presence of a new, abnormal growth of tissue.













neoplasm

 
/ˈnēəˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun




a new and abnormal growth of tissue in some part of the body, especially as a characteristic of cancer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from neo-
 ‘new’ + Greek 
plasma

 ‘formation’ (see plasma
 ).





neoplastic1


 
/nēōˈplastik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to a neoplasm or neoplasia.













neoplastic2


 
/nēōˈplastik/





I.
 
adjective






[Art]

 of or relating to neoplasticism.











– origin

 1930s: back-formation from neoplasticism
 .






neoplasticism

 
/ˌnēōˈplastəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




a style of abstract painting developed by Piet Mondrian, using only vertical and horizontal lines and rectangular shapes in black, white, gray, and primary colors.











– origin

 1920s: coined by Piet Mondrian.





Neoplatonism

 
/ˌnēōˈplātnˌizəm/






I.

1.
 
a philosophical and religious system developed by the followers of Plotinus in the 3rd century 
AD

 .





Neoplatonism combined ideas from Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, and the Stoics with oriental mysticism. Predominant in pagan Europe until the early 6th century, it was a major influence on early Christian writers, on later medieval and Renaissance thought, and on Islamic philosophy. It envisages the human soul rising above the imperfect material world through virtue and contemplation toward knowledge of the transcendent One.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Neoplatonic

 
/ˌnēōpləˈtänik /






adjective













2.
 
Neoplatonist

 
/ˌnēəˈplātnəst /






noun





















neoprene

 
/ˈnēəˌprēn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic polymer resembling rubber, resistant to oil, heat, and weathering.











– origin

 1930s: from neo-
 ‘new’ + 
prene

 (perhaps from propyl
 + -ene
 ), on the pattern of words such as 
chloroprene

 .





Neoptolemus

 
/ˌnēäpˈtäləməs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Achilles and killer of Priam after the fall of Troy.









neorealism

 
/ˌnēōˈrē(ə)lizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movement or school in art or philosophy representing a modified form of realism.




2.
 
a naturalistic movement in Italian literature and cinema that emerged in the 1940s. Important exponents include the writer Italo Calvino and the film director Federico Fellini.








II.
 
derivatives





neorealist






noun, adjective





















Neosho River

 
/nēˈōSHō, -SHə/






(also 
Grand River

 )
 — a river that flows for 460 miles (740 km) from central Kansas through northeastern Oklahoma, into the Arkansas River.










neostigmine

 
/ˌnēōˈstiɡmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that inhibits cholinesterase and is used to treat ileus, glaucoma, and myasthenia gravis.











– origin

 1940s: from neo-
 ‘new,’ on the pattern of 
physostigmine

 .






neoteny

 
/nēˈät(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the retention of juvenile features in the adult animal.

Also called pedomorphosis
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the sexual maturity of an animal while it is still in a mainly larval state, as in the axolotl.

Also called pedogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neotenic

 
/ˌnēōˈtenik, -ˈtēnik /






adjective













2.
 
neotenous

 
/nēˈätn-əs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined in German as 
Neotenie

 , from Greek 
neos

 ‘new’ (in the sense ‘juvenile’) + 
teinein

 ‘extend.’





neoteric

 
/ˌnēəˈterik/





I.
 
adjective




recent; new; modern




•
 
another effort by the White House to display its neoteric wizardry went awry.














II.
 
noun




a modern person; a person who advocates new ideas.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
neōterikos

 , from 
neōteros

 ‘newer,’ comparative of 
neos

 .





Neotropical

 
/ˌnēōˈträpikəl /

 
neotropical





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising Central and South America, including the tropical southern part of Mexico and the Caribbean. Distinctive animals include edentates, opossums, marmosets, and tamarins.

Compare with Neogaea
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting a phytogeographical kingdom comprising Central and South America but excluding the southern parts of Chile and Argentina.








II.
 
derivatives





Neotropics

 
/-piks /






plural noun





















NEP






abbreviation



1.
 
New Economic Policy, a program instituted by Lenin in 1921 in the Soviet Union.




2.
 
non-English proficient.













Nepal

 
/nəˈpôl/







1.
 
a mountainous landlocked country in southern Asia, in the Himalayas (including Mount Everest); pop. 28,563,400 (est. 2009); capital, Kathmandu; language, Nepali (official).





Conquered by the Gurkhas in the 18th century, Nepal maintained its independence despite border defeats by the British in the 19th century. It was for long an absolute monarchy, but in 1990 democratic elections were held under a new constitutional monarchy. In 2001 the crown prince killed ten members of the royal family and took his own life. Nepal became a federal democratic republic in 2008.









Nepalese

 
/ˌnepəˈlēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Nepal or it people




•
 
a steep Nepalese hillside terraced with paddy-fields




•
 
Nepalese postgraduate students.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Nepal, or a person of Nepalese descent




•
 
many Nepalese have established records on Everest.



















Nepali

 
/nəˈpôlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Nepal.




2.
 
the Indic language that is the official language of Nepal; also used in the Indian state of Sikkim.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Nepal or its language or people.













nepenthes

 
/nəˈpenTHēz/






noun



1.
 
(also 
nepenthe

 ) /nəˈpenTHēz /

 — 

‹literary›

 a drug described in Homer's 
Odyssey

 as banishing grief or trouble from a person's mind.




2.
 
any drug or potion bringing welcome forgetfulness.

[via Latin from Greek 
nēpenthēs

 ‘dispelling pain,’ from 
nē-

 ‘not’ + 
penthos

 ‘grief.’]




3.
 
a plant of a genus that comprises the Old World pitcher plants.

[modern Latin.] [Genus 
Nepenthes

 and family 
Nepenthaceae

 .]













neper

 
/ˈnēpər, ˈnā-/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit used in comparing voltages, currents, and power levels, especially in communications circuits. The difference between two values in nepers is equal to the natural logarithm of their ratio for voltages and currents or to half of this for power differences.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Neperus

 , Latinized form of 
Napier

 (see Napier, John
 ).





nepeta

 
/nəˈpēdə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes catnip and several kinds cultivated for their spikes of blue or violet flowers.

[Genus 
Nepeta

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
nepeta

 ‘calamint’ (formerly in this genus).





nepheline

 
/ˈnefəlin/





I.
 
noun




a colorless, greenish, or brownish mineral consisting of an aluminosilicate of sodium (often with potassium) and occurring as crystals and grains in igneous rocks.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
néphéline

 , from Greek 
nephelē

 ‘cloud’ (because its fragments are made cloudy on immersion in nitric acid) + -ine
 2
 .





nepheline-syenite






noun






[Geology]

 a plutonic rock resembling syenite but containing nepheline and lacking quartz.













nephelinite

 
/ˈnefələˌnīt/






noun






[Geology]

 a fine-grained basaltic rock containing nepheline in place of plagioclase feldspar.













nephelometer

 
/ˌnefəˈlämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the size and concentration of particles suspended in a liquid or gas, especially by means of the light they scatter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
nephelē

 ‘cloud’ + -meter
 .






nephew

 
/ˈnefyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a son of one's brother or sister, or of one's brother-in-law or sister-in-law.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
neveu

 , from Latin 
nepos

 ‘grandson, nephew,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Dutch 
neef

 and German 
Neffe

 .





nephology

 
/nəˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study or contemplation of clouds.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
nephos

 ‘cloud’ + -logy
 .





nephr-






combining form




variant spelling of nephro-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
nephrectomy

 ).













nephrectomy

 
/nəˈfrektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of one or both of the kidneys.













nephridiopore

 
/nəˈfridēəˌpôr/






noun






[Zoology]

 the external opening of a nephridium.













nephridium

 
/nəˈfridēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in many invertebrate animals) a tubule open to the exterior that acts as an organ of excretion or osmoregulation. It typically has ciliated or flagellated cells and absorptive walls.








II.
 
derivatives





nephridial

 
/-ēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
nephrion

 (diminutive of 
nephros

 ‘kidney’) + the diminutive ending 
-idium

 .





nephrite

 
/ˈnefrīt/





I.
 
noun




a hard pale green or white mineral that is one of the forms of jade. It is a silicate of calcium and magnesium.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Nephrit

 , from Greek 
nephros

 ‘kidney’ (with reference to its supposed efficacy in treating kidney disease).





nephritic

 
/nəˈfridik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or in the kidneys; renal.




2.
 
of or relating to nephritis.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
nephritikos

 ‘of the kidneys’ (see nephritis
 ).






nephritis

 
/nəˈfrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the kidneys.

Also called Bright's disease
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
nephros

 ‘kidney.’






nephro-

 
nephr-





I.
 
combining form




of a kidney; relating to the kidneys




•
 
nephrotoxic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
nephros

 ‘kidney.’





nephrology

 
/nəˈfräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine that deals with the physiology and diseases of the kidneys.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nephrological

 
/ˌnefrəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
nephrologist

 
/nəˈfräləjəst /






noun





















nephron

 
/ˈnefrän/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the functional units in the kidney, consisting of a glomerulus and its associated tubule, through which the glomerular filtrate passes before emerging as urine.











– origin

 1930s: via German from Greek 
nephros

 ‘kidney.’





nephrosis

 
/nəˈfrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




kidney disease, especially when characterized by edema and the loss of protein from the plasma into the urine due to increased glomerular permeability. Also called 
nephrotic syndrome

 .








II.
 
derivatives





nephrotic

 
/nəˈfrätik /






adjective





















nephrotoxic

 
/ˌnefrəˈtäksik/





I.
 
adjective




damaging or destructive to the kidneys.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nephrotoxicity

 
/-täkˈsisitē /






noun













2.
 
nephrotoxin

 
/-sin /






noun





















ne plus ultra

 
/ˌnē ˌpləs ˈəltrə ˌnā ˌpləs ˈəltrə ˌnā ˌplo͝os ˈo͝oltrə/





I.
 
noun




the perfect or most extreme example of its kind; the ultimate




•
 
he became 
the ne plus ultra of

 bebop trombonists.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘not further beyond,’ the supposed inscription on the Pillars of Hercules prohibiting passage by ships.





nepotism

 
/ˈnepəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice among those with power or influence of favoring relatives or friends, especially by giving them jobs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nepotist

 
/ˈnepəˌtəst /






noun













2.
 
nepotistic

 
/ˌnepəˈtistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
népotisme

 , from Italian 
nepotismo

 , from 
nipote

 ‘nephew’ (with reference to privileges bestowed on the “nephews” of popes, who were in many cases their illegitimate sons).






Neptune

 
/ˈnept(y)o͞on/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the god of water and of the sea.

[from Latin 
Neptunus

 .]




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a distant planet of the solar system, eighth in order from the sun, discovered in 1846.

Neptune orbits between Uranus and Pluto at an average distance of 2,794 million miles (4,497 million km) from the sun (but temporarily outside the orbit of Pluto 1979–99). It is the fourth largest planet, with an equatorial diameter of 30,200 miles (48,600 km), and the most remote of the gas giants. The planet is predominantly blue, with an upper atmosphere mainly of hydrogen and helium with some methane. It has at least eight satellites, the largest of which is Triton, and a faint ring system.









Neptunian

 
/ˌnepˈt(y)o͞onēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Roman sea god Neptune or to the sea.




2.
 
of or relating to the planet Neptune.




3.
 


[Geology]

 
‹historical›

 advocating Neptunism.













neptunian dike






noun






[Geology]

 a deposit of sand cutting through sedimentary strata in the manner of an igneous dike, formed by the filling of an underwater fissure.














Neptunism

 
/ˈnept(y)o͞oˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 
‹historical›

 the erroneous theory that rocks such as granite were formed by crystallization from the waters of a primeval ocean. The chief advocate of this theory was Abraham Gottlob Werner (1749–1817).

Compare with plutonism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Neptunist






noun, adjective





















neptunium

 
/nepˈt(y)o͞onēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Np

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 93, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Neptunium was discovered as a product of the bombardment of uranium with neutrons, and occurs only in trace amounts in nature.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Neptune
 , on the pattern of 
uranium

 (Neptune being the next planet beyond Uranus).





nerd

 
/nərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a foolish or contemptible person who lacks social skills or is boringly studious




•
 
one of those nerds who never asked a girl to dance.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a single-minded expert in a particular technical field




•
 
a computer nerd.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nerdish






adjective













2.
 
nerdishness






noun



















– origin

 1950s: of unknown origin.





nerdy

 
/ˈnərdē /

 
nurdy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 unfashionable and socially inept or boringly studious




•
 
when I was a nerdy kid, I got bullied a lot




•
 
his slightly nerdy haircut and glasses.










2.
 


‹informal›

 characterized by an obsessive interest in something, especially technology




•
 
my incredibly nerdy knowledge of videogames




•
 
nerdy sci-fi stuff.














II.
 
derivatives





nerdiness






noun





















nereid

 
/ˈnirēˌid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a bristle worm of the polychaete family (
Nereidae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Nereidae

 , from the Greek name 
Nēreus

 (see Nereid
 ).






Nereid

 
/ˈnirēˌid/





I.
 
(also 
nereid

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 any of the sea nymphs, daughters of Nereus. They include Thetis, mother of Achilles.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a satellite of Neptune, the farthest from the planet, discovered in 1949. It has an irregular shape, a diameter of 211 miles (340 km), and an eccentric orbit.










Nereus

 
/ˈnirēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







an old sea god, the father of the Nereids. Like Proteus, he had the power of assuming various forms.









nerine

 
/nəˈrīnē/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous South African plant with narrow, strap-shaped petals that are typically crimped and twisted and appear when there are no leaves.

[Genus 
Nerine

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, derivative of Greek 
Nērēis

 , the name of a water nymph.






nerite

 
/ˈnirˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a chiefly tropical mollusk with a somewhat globe-shaped and brightly marked shell, typically found in water.

[Superfamily 
Neritacea

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : several genera and species, including the European freshwater snail 
Theodoxus fluviatilis

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
nerita

 , from Greek 
nēritēs

 ‘sea mussel,’ from the name of the sea god Nereus
 .





neritic

 
/nəˈridik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 
[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the shallow part of the sea near a coast and overlying the continental shelf.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nerite
 + -ic
 .





Nernst, Hermann Walther

 
/nərnst, nernst/






(1864–1941), German physical chemist. He is noted for his discovery of the third law of thermodynamics (also known as 
Nernst's heat theorem

 ). Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1920).









Nero

 
/ˈnirō/






(
AD

 37–68), Roman emperor 54–68; full name 
Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus

 . Infamous for his cruelty, he ordered the murder of his mother Agrippina in 59 and wantonly executed leading Romans. His reign witnessed a fire that destroyed half of Rome in 64. A wave of uprisings in 68 led to his flight from Rome and his eventual suicide.









neroli

 
/ˈnerəlē /

 
neroli oil





I.
 
noun




an essential oil distilled from the flowers of the Seville orange, used in perfumery.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via French from Italian 
neroli

 , said to be from the name of an Italian princess.





Neruda, Pablo

 
/nəˈro͞odə, neˈro͞odä/






(1904–73), Chilean poet and diplomat; born 
Ricardo Eliezer Neftalí Reyes

 . His 
Canto General

 , which he completed in 1950, is an epic covering the history of the Americas. Nobel Prize for Literature (1971).









Nerva, Marcus Cocceius

 
/ˈnərvə/






(
c.

 
AD

 30–98), Roman emperor 96–98. He returned to a liberal and constitutional form of rule after the autocracy of his predecessor, Domitian.









nervation

 
/ˌnərˈvāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the arrangement of nerves in a leaf.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, based on 
nerf

 ‘nerve.’






nerve

 
/nərv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the body) a whitish fiber or bundle of fibers that transmits impulses of sensation to the brain or spinal cord, and impulses from these to the muscles and organs




•
 
the optic nerve.










2.
 
(
nerves

 )
 — a person's mental state, in particular the extent to which they are agitated or worried




•
 
an amazing journey that tested her nerves to the full.










3.
 
nervousness or anxiety




•
 
his first-night nerves soon disappeared.










4.
 
(often 
one's nerve

 )
 — a person's steadiness, courage, and sense of purpose when facing a demanding situation




•
 
the army's commanders were beginning to 
lose their nerve






•
 
I 
got up the nerve

 to ask Miss Kinnian to have dinner with me.










5.
 


‹informal›

 impudence or audacity




•
 
he 
had the nerve

 to insult my cooking




•
 


she's got nerve

 wearing that short skirt with those legs.










6.
 


[Botany]

 a prominent unbranched rib in a leaf, especially in the midrib of the leaf of a moss.








II.
 
verb

 — (
nerve oneself

 )


1.
 
brace oneself mentally to face a demanding situation




•
 
she nerved herself to enter the room.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bundle of nerves






see bundle
 .









2.
 
get on someone's nerves








‹informal›

 irritate or annoy someone.









3.
 
have nerves of steel






not be easily upset or frightened.









4.
 
strain every nerve






make every possible effort.

[from the earlier sense of 
nerve

 as ‘tendon, sinew.’]









5.
 
touch (or hit or strike) a nerve (or a raw nerve)






provoke a reaction by referring to a sensitive topic




•
 
there are signs that some comments strike a raw nerve.















6.
 
war of nerves






a struggle in which opponents try to wear each other down by psychological means.












IV.
 
derivatives





nerved

 
/nərvd /






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
she was still raw-nerved from reliving the past

























– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘tendon, sinew’): from Latin 
nervus

 ; related to Greek 
neuron

 ‘nerve’ (see neuron
 ).






nerve block






noun






[Medicine]

 the production of insensibility in a part of the body by injecting an anesthetic close to the nerves that supply it.













nerve cell

 
/ˈnərv ˌsel/






noun




a neuron.













nerve center

 
/ˈnərv ˌsen(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a group of closely connected nerve cells that perform a particular function in the body; a ganglion.




2.
 
the control center of an organization or operation




•
 
Frankfurt is the economic nerve center of Germany.



















nerve cord






noun






[Zoology]

 the major cord of nerve fibers running the length of an animal's body, especially a ventral cord in invertebrates that connects segmental nerve ganglia.













nerve fiber






noun




the axon of a neuron. A nerve is formed of a bundle of many such fibers, with their sheaths.













nerve gas

 
/ˈnərv ˌɡas/






noun




a poisonous vapor that rapidly disables or kills by disrupting the transmission of nerve impulses.













nerve impulse

 
/nərv ˈimˌpəls/






noun




a signal transmitted along a nerve fiber. It consists of a wave of electrical depolarization that reverses the potential difference across the nerve cell membranes.













nerveless

 
/ˈnərvləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
inert; lacking vigor or feeling




•
 
the knife dropped from Grant's nerveless fingers.










2.
 
(of literary or artistic style) diffuse or insipid




•
 
Wilde and his art are described as “nerveless and effeminate.”










3.
 
confident; not nervous




•
 
with nerveless panache.










4.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 lacking nerves or nervures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nervelessly






adverb













2.
 
nervelessness






noun





















nerve net






noun






[Zoology]

 (in invertebrates such as coelenterates and flatworms) a diffuse network of neurons that conducts impulses in all directions from a point of stimulus.













nerve-racking

 
/ˈnərv ˌrakiNG /

 
nerve-wracking






adjective




causing stress or anxiety




•
 
his driving test was a nerve-racking ordeal.



















nerve trunk






noun






[Anatomy]

 the main stem of a nerve.













Nervi, Pier Luigi

 
/ˈnərvē, ˈner-/






(1891–1979), Italian engineer and architect. A pioneer of reinforced concrete, he helped to design the UNESCO building in Paris (1953) and designed the Pirelli skyscraper in Milan (1958) and Saint Mary's Cathedral in San Francisco (1970).









nervine

 
/ˈnərvēn/





I.
 
adjective




(of a medicine) used to calm the nerves.








II.
 
noun




a nervine medicine.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
nervinus

 ‘of the nerves or sinews,’ or suggested by French 
nervin

 .





nervous

 
/ˈnərvəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easily agitated or alarmed; tending to be anxious; highly strung




•
 
a sensitive, nervous person




•
 
these quick, nervous birds.










2.
 
anxious or apprehensive




•
 
staying in the house on her own made her nervous




•
 
I was nervous about my new job.










3.
 
(of a feeling or reaction) resulting from anxiety or anticipation




•
 
nervous energy.










4.
 
relating to or affecting the nerves




•
 
a nervous disorder.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘containing nerves’ and ‘relating to the nerves’): from Latin 
nervosus

 ‘sinewy, vigorous,’ from 
nervus

 ‘sinew’ (see nerve
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





nervous breakdown

 
/ˈˌnərvəs ˈbrākˌdoun/






noun




a period of mental illness resulting from severe depression, stress, or anxiety.













nervously

 
/ˈnərvəslē/






adverb




in an anxious or apprehensive manner




•
 
Kevin nervously glanced at his watch




•
 
I was blushing and smiling nervously.



















nervousness

 
/ˈnərvəsnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being nervous




•
 
there was a trace of nervousness in his voice.



















nervous system

 
/ˈnərvəs ˌsistəm/






noun




the network of nerve cells and fibers that transmits nerve impulses between parts of the body.

See also autonomic nervous system
 , central nervous system
 , peripheral nervous system
 .













nervous wreck

 
/ˈnərvəs rek/






noun






‹informal›

 a person suffering from stress or emotional exhaustion




•
 
by the end of the day I was a nervous wreck.



















nervure

 
/ˈnərvyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 each of the hollow veins that form the framework of an insect's wing.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 
[Botany]

 the principal vein of a leaf.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
nerf

 ‘nerve.’





nervy

 
/ˈnərvē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 bold or impudent




•
 
it was kind of nervy for Billy to be telling him how to play.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 easily agitated or alarmed; nervous




•
 
he was nervy and on edge.










3.
 
characterized or produced by apprehension or uncertainty




•
 
they made a nervy start.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 sinewy or strong.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nervily

 
/ˈnərvəlē /






adverb













2.
 
nerviness

 
/ˈnərvēnis /






noun





















n.e.s.

 
N.E.S.






abbreviation




not elsewhere specified.













Nesbit, E.

 
/ˈnezbit/






(1858–1924), English novelist; full name 
Edith Nesbit

 . Noted for her children's books, which include 
Five Children and It

 (1902) and 
The Railway Children

 (1906).









nescient

 
/ˈneSH(ē)ənt ˈnesēənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 lacking knowledge; ignorant




•
 
I ventured into the new Korean restaurant with some equally nescient companions.














II.
 
derivatives





nescience

 
/ˈneSH(ē)əns ˈnesēəns /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
nescient-

 ‘not knowing,’ from the verb 
nescire

 , from 
ne-

 ‘not’ + 
scire

 ‘know.’






ness

 
/nes/





I.
 
noun




(usu. in place names) a headland or promontory




•
 
Orford Ness.

















– origin

 Old English 
næs

 , perhaps reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
nes

 ; related to Old English 
nasu

 ‘nose.’






-ness

 
/nəs, nis/





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns chiefly from adjectives:




2.
 
denoting a state or condition




•
 
liveliness




•
 
sadness.










3.
 
an instance of this




•
 
a kindness.










4.
 
something in a certain state




•
 
wilderness.

















– origin

 Old English 
-nes

 , 
-ness

 , of Germanic origin.





Ness, Loch






see Loch Ness
 .









Nessus

 
/ˈnesəs /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
a centaur who was killed by Hercules, but whose blood soaked Hercules's tunic and consumed him in fire.




II.
 
phrases





Nessus shirt (or shirt of Nessus)






used to refer to a destructive or expurgatory force or influence




•
 
after the lost election of 1979 he found himself wearing this shirt of Nessus.
























nest

 
/nest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure or place made or chosen by a bird for laying eggs and sheltering its young.




2.
 
a place where an insect or other animal breeds or shelters




•
 
an ants' nest.










3.
 
a person's snug or secluded retreat or shelter.




4.
 
a bowl-shaped object likened to a bird's nest




•
 
arrange in nests of lettuce leaves.










5.
 
a place filled with or frequented by undesirable people or things




•
 


a nest of

 spies.










6.
 
a set of similar objects of graduated sizes, made so that each smaller one fits into the next in size for storage




•
 


a nest of

 tables.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird or other animal) use or build a nest




•
 
the owls often nest in barns




•
 (as 
adj.

 
nesting

 )
 
do not disturb nesting birds.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fit (an object or objects) inside a larger one




•
 
the town is nested inside a large crater on the flanks of a volcano.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a set of objects) fit inside one another




•
 
Russian dolls that nest inside one another.










4.
 
(especially in computing and linguistics) place (an object or element) in a hierarchical arrangement, typically in a subordinate position


(as 
adj.

 
nested

 )


•
 
organisms classified in a series of nested sets.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nestful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
nestlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nest

 , of Germanic origin; related to Latin 
nidus

 , from the Indo-European bases of nether
 (meaning ‘down’) and sit
 .





nest box

 
nesting box






noun




a box provided for a bird to make its nest in.













nest egg

 
/ˈnest ˌeɡ/






noun



1.
 
a sum of money saved for the future




•
 
I worked hard to build up a nice little nest egg.










2.
 
a real or artificial egg left in a nest to induce hens to lay eggs there.













nester

 
/ˈnestər/






noun



1.
 
a bird that nests in a specified manner or place




•
 
redstarts are nesters here




•
 
hole-nesters.







See also empty nester
 .




2.
 
a squatter who occupies rangeland in the US West.













nestle

 
/ˈnesəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
settle or lie comfortably within or against something




•
 
the baby deer nestled in her arms




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she nestled her head against his shoulder.










2.
 
(of a place) lie or be situated in a half-hidden or obscured position




•
 
picturesque villages nestle in the wooded hills




•
 (
be nestled

 )
 
the hotel is nestled between two headlands.

















– origin

 Old English 
nestlian

 , from nest
 ; compare with Dutch 
nestelen

 .





nestling

 
/ˈnes(t)liNG/






noun




a bird that is too young to leave its nest.













Nestor

 
/ˈnestər /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a king of Pylos in Peloponnesus, who in old age led his subjects to the Trojan War. His wisdom and eloquence were proverbial.









Nestorianism

 
/nesˈtôrēəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Theology]

 the doctrine that there were two separate persons, one human and one divine, in the incarnate Christ. It is named after 
Nestorius

 , patriarch of Constantinople (428–31), and was maintained by some ancient churches of the Middle East. A small Nestorian Church still exists in Iraq.








II.
 
derivatives





Nestorian






adjective, noun






















net1


 
/net/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of open-meshed material made of twine, cord, rope, or something similar, used typically for catching fish or other animals.




2.
 
a piece of open-meshed material supported by a frame at the end of a handle, used typically for catching fish or other aquatic animals or insects.




3.
 
a length of open-meshed material supported on a frame and forming part of the goal in various games such as soccer and hockey




•
 
he turned Wilson's cross into the net.










4.
 
a length of open-meshed material supported on a cord between two posts to divide the playing area in various games such as tennis, badminton, and volleyball.




5.
 
a safety net




•
 
he felt like a tightrope-walker without a net.










6.
 
a fine fabric with a very open weave


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
net curtains.










7.
 
a system or procedure for catching or entrapping someone; a trap




•
 
the search was delayed, allowing the murderers to escape the net.










8.
 
a system or procedure for selecting or recruiting someone




•
 
he spread his net far and wide in his search for success.










9.
 
a network, in particular




10.
 
a communications or broadcasting network




•
 
the radio net was brought to life with a mayday.










11.
 
a network of interconnected computers




•
 
a computer news net.










12.
 
(
the Net

 )
 — the Internet.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch or land (a fish or other animal) with a net.




2.
 
fish with nets in (a river)




•
 
he has netted the creeks and found them clogged with fish.










3.
 
acquire or obtain as if with a net




•
 
customs officials have netted large caches of drugs.










4.
 
(in sports) hit or kick (a ball or puck) into the net; score (a goal)




•
 
in six years Wright has netted 177 goals




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Aldridge netted twice.










5.
 
cover with a net




•
 
we fenced off a rabbit-proof area for vegetables and netted the top.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
netful

 
/ˈnetˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
netlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
net

 , 
nett

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
net

 and German 
Netz

 .






net2


 
/net/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an amount, value, or price) remaining after a deduction, such as tax or a discount, has been made




•
 
net earnings per share rose




•
 
the net worth of the business.







Often contrasted with gross
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective).




2.
 
(of a price) to be paid in full; not reducible.




3.
 
(of a weight) excluding that of the packaging or container.




4.
 
(of a score in golf) adjusted to take account of a player's handicap.




5.
 
(of an effect or result) final or overall




•
 
the net result is the same.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
acquire or obtain (a sum of money) as clear profit




•
 
they sold their 20% stake, netting a huge profit in the process.










2.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — return (profit or income) for (someone)




•
 
the land netted its owner a turnover of $800,000.










3.
 
(
net something down/off/out

 )
 — exclude a non-net amount, such as tax, when making a calculation, in order to reduce the amount left to a net sum.




•
 
the scrap or salvage value should be netted off against the original purchase price.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘clean’ and ‘smart’): from French 
net

 ‘neat’; see neat
 1
 . The sense ‘free from deductions’ is first recorded in late Middle English commercial documents.





Netanyahu, Benjamin

 
/ˌnetänˈyäho͞o/






(1949–), Israeli statesman; prime minister 1996–99 and since 2009. As leader of the center-right Likud party, he formed a coalition government following the 2009 elections.









net asset value






noun




the value of a mutual fund that is reached by deducting the fund's liabilities from the market value of all of its shares and then dividing by the number of issued shares.













netball

 
/ˈnetˌbôl/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a game with seven players on a side, similar to basketball except that a player receiving the ball must stand still until they have passed it to another player.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the ball used in netball.













netbook

 
/ˈnetbo͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a small laptop computer designed primarily for accessing Internet-based applications.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of Internet
 and notebook
 .





net book value






noun






[Finance]

 the value of an asset as recorded in the accounts of its owner.













net exporter






noun




a country that exports more than it imports




•
 
Malaysia is a net exporter of crude petroleum and natural gas.




















nether

 
/ˈneT͟Hər/





I.
 
adjective




lower in position




•
 
the ballast is suspended from its nether end.














II.
 
derivatives





nethermost

 
/ˈneT͟Hərˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nithera

 , 
neothera

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
neder-

 (found in compounds), 
neer

 , and German 
nieder

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘down.’





Netherlander

 
/ˈneT͟Hərˌlandər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the Netherlands




•
 
a Netherlander who trained in France.



















Netherlandish

 
/ˈneT͟HərˌlandiSH/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Netherlands or its people




•
 
the postwar generation of Netherlandish artists.




















Netherlands

 
/ˈneT͟Hərlən(d)z/







1.
 
a country in western Europe, on the North Sea; pop. 16,716,000 (est. 2009); capital, Amsterdam; seat of government, The Hague; language, Dutch.

Dutch name Nederland
 . Also called Holland
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 the Low Countries.





Following a struggle against the Spanish Habsburg empire, the northern (Dutch) part of the Low Countries won full independence in 1648 and became a leading imperial power. In 1814, north and south were united under a monarchy, but the south revolted in 1830 and, by 1839, had become the independent kingdom of Belgium. In 1948, the Netherlands formed the Benelux Customs Union with Belgium and Luxembourg. It became a founding member of the EEC in 1957. The name 
Holland

 strictly refers to the western coastal provinces of the country.










Netherlands Antilles

 
/ˌneT͟Hərləndz anˈtilēz/






two widely separated groups of islands in the Caribbean Sea, in the Lesser Antilles. The southernmost group, situated just off the north coast of Venezuela, consists of the islands of Bonaire and Curaçao. The northern group comprises the islands of St. Eustatius, St. Martin, and Saba. In 1954, the islands were granted self-government and became an autonomous region of the Netherlands. The Netherlands Antilles were dissolved in 2010, with Curaçao and St Martin becoming self-governing territories and the other islands becoming municipalities of the Netherlands.









Netherlands Reformed Church






the largest Protestant church in the Netherlands, established in 1816 as the successor to the Dutch Reformed Church.









nether regions






plural noun



1.
 
the lowest or furthest parts of a place, especially with allusion to hell or the underworld




•
 
rumors of strange creatures haunting the lake's bottomless nether regions.










2.
 
(
one's nether regions

 )
 — used euphemistically to refer to a person's genitals and buttocks.













netherworld

 
/ˈneT͟Hərˌwərld/






noun

 — (
the netherworld

 )


1.
 
the underworld of the dead; hell.




2.
 
a hidden underworld or ill-defined area




•
 
the narcotic netherworld thriving in postwar America.



















net importer






noun




a country that imports more than it exports




•
 
the US is projected to be a net importer of agricultural products for the first time since 1959.



















netiquette

 
/ˈnedəkət ˈnedəˌket/





I.
 
noun




the correct or acceptable way of communicating on the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: blend of net
 1
 and etiquette
 .





netizen

 
/ˈnedəzən/





I.
 
noun




a user of the Internet, especially a habitual or avid one.











– origin

 1990s: blend of net
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun) and citizen
 .





netkeeper

 
/ˈnetˌkēpər/






noun




another term for goalkeeper
 .













net metering





I.
 
noun




a system in which solar panels or other renewable energy generators are connected to a public-utility power grid and surplus power is transferred onto the grid, allowing customers to offset the cost of power drawn from the utility.











– origin

 surplus energy, measured by an electric meter, is netted from the amount passing from the utility to the customer.





netminder

 
/ˈnetˌmīndər/





I.
 
noun






[Ice Hockey]

 a goaltender




•
 
the puck might go between the netminder's pads.














II.
 
derivatives





netminding






noun





















net national product

 
NNP






noun




the total value of goods produced and services provided in a country during one year, after depreciation of capital goods has been allowed for.













net neutrality

 
network neutrality






noun




the principle that Internet service providers should enable access to all content and applications regardless of the source, and without favoring or blocking particular products or websites.













net profit






noun




the actual profit after working expenses not included in the calculation of gross profit have been paid.













netroots

 
/ˈnetro͝ots/





I.
 
plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 political activists and campaigners who communicate their message over the Internet, especially via blogs




•
 
in the last election, the netroots exerted their influence through prodigious fundraising.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of Internet
 and grass roots
 .





netsuke

 
/ˈnetso͝oˌkē/





I.
 
noun




a carved buttonlike ornament, especially of ivory or wood, formerly worn in Japan to suspend articles from the sash of a kimono.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Japanese.





netter

 
/ˈnedər/






noun



1.
 
a fisherman who uses nets to catch fish




•
 
because of the ban on gill nets, Louisianans fear an influx of jobless Florida netters.










2.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — someone who uses a net of a specified type




•
 
drift-netters.










3.
 
(also 
Netter

 )
 — a person who uses the Internet.













netting

 
/ˈnediNG/






noun




open-meshed material made by knotting together twine, wire, rope, or thread.













nettle

 
/ˈnedl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant that has jagged leaves covered with stinging hairs.

[Genus 
Urtica

 , family 
Urticaceae

 : several species, in particular the Eurasian 
stinging nettle

 (
U. dioica

 ).]




2.
 
used in names of plants that have properties or appearance similar to nettle, e.g., 
dead-nettle

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
irritate or annoy (someone)




•
 
I was nettled by Alene's tone of superiority.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 beat or sting (someone) with nettles.











– origin

 Old English 
netle

 , 
netele

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
netel

 and German 
Nessel

 . The verb dates from late Middle English.






nettlerash

 
/ˈnedlˌraSH/






noun




another term for urticaria
 (from its resemblance to the sting of a nettle).













nettlesome

 
/ˈnedlsəm/






adjective






(chiefly US)

 causing annoyance or difficulty




•
 
complicated and nettlesome regional disputes.




















nettle tree






noun




an Old World tree related to the hackberries, with a straight, silvery-gray trunk and rough, toothed, nettlelike leaves.

[Genus 
Celtis

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. australis

 , which is a popular street and shade tree in Mediterranean countries.]














network

 
/ˈnetˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrangement of intersecting horizontal and vertical lines.




2.
 
a complex system of roads, railroads, or other transportation routes




•
 
a network of railroads.










3.
 
a group or system of interconnected people or things




•
 
a trade network.










4.
 
a group of people who exchange information, contacts, and experience for professional or social purposes




•
 
a support network.










5.
 
a group of broadcasting stations that connect for the simultaneous broadcast of a program




•
 
the introduction of a second TV network




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
network television.










6.
 
a number of interconnected computers, machines, or operations




•
 
specialized computers that manage multiple outside connections to a network




•
 
a local cellular phone network.










7.
 
a system of connected electrical conductors.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
connect as or operate with a network




•
 
the stock exchanges have proven to be resourceful in networking these deals.










2.
 
link (machines, especially computers) to operate interactively


(as 
adj.

 
networked

 )


•
 
networked workstations.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
networking

 )
 — interact with other people to exchange information and develop contacts, especially to further one's career




•
 
the skills of networking, bargaining, and negotiation.














III.
 
derivatives





networkable

 
/ˈnetˌwərkəb(ə)l /






adjective





















network analysis






noun



1.
 
the mathematical analysis of complex working procedures in terms of a network of related activities.




2.
 
calculation of the electric currents flowing in the various meshes of a network, often carried out by a device used to model the network.













network appliance






noun




a relatively low-cost computer designed chiefly to provide Internet access without the full capabilities of a standard computer.













network effect






noun






[Economics]

 a phenomenon whereby a product or service gains additional value as more people use it




•
 
instant messaging is a market with strong network effects




•
 
the network effect becomes a larger attractant than marketing as the business grows.



















networker

 
/ˈnetˌwərkər/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a person who works from home or from an external office via a computer network.




2.
 
a person who interacts or exchanges information with others working in a similar field, especially to further their career.













network marketing






noun




another term for pyramid selling
 :




•
 
network marketing is an industry that has produced millionaires, but very rarely do people get rich in this business.



















Neuchâtel, Lake

 
/ˌno͝oSHäˈtel, nœ-/






the largest lake that lies wholly within Switzerland, located at the foot of the Jura Mountains in western Switzerland.









Neue Sachlichkeit

 
/ˌnoiə ˈzaKHliKHkīt/





I.
 
a movement in the visual arts, music, and literature that developed in Germany during the 1920s and was characterized by realism and a deliberate rejection of romantic attitudes.







– origin

 German, literally ‘new objectivity.’





Neufchâtel

 
/ˌno͞oSHəˈtel, ˌnœSHä-/






noun




a creamy white cheese made from whole or partly skimmed milk in Neufchâtel, France.













Neumann, John von

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omən, ˈnoimän/






(1903–57), US mathematician and computer pioneer, born in Hungary. He pioneered game theory and the design and operation of electronic computers.









neume

 
/n(y)o͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in plainsong) a note or group of notes to be sung to a single syllable.




2.
 


[Music]

 a sign indicating this.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
neume

 , from medieval Latin 
neu(p)ma

 , from Greek 
pneuma

 ‘breath.’





neur.






abbreviation




neurological or neurology.













neural

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a nerve or the nervous system




•
 
patterns of neural activity.














II.
 
derivatives





neurally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
neuron

 in the sense ‘nerve’ + -al
 .





neural arch






noun






[Anatomy]

 the curved rear (dorsal) section of a vertebra, enclosing the canal through which the spinal cord passes.














neural computer





I.
 
noun




a computer that uses neural networks based on the human brain.

Also called neurocomputer
 .








II.
 
derivatives





neural computing






noun





















neuralgia

 
/n(y)o͝oˈralj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




intense, typically intermittent pain along the course of a nerve, especially in the head or face.








II.
 
derivatives





neuralgic

 
/n(y)o͞oˈraljik /






adjective





















neural network

 
neural net






noun




a computer system modeled on the human brain and nervous system.













neural tube






noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 (in an embryo) a hollow structure from which the brain and spinal cord form. Defects in its development can result in congenital abnormalities such as spina bifida.













neuraminic acid

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəˌminik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline compound of which derivatives occur in many animal substances, chiefly as sialic acids.

[A sugar with amino and acid groups; chem. formula: C9
 H17
 NO8
 .]











– origin

 1940s: 
neuraminic

 from neuro-
 (because it was originally isolated from brain tissue) + amine
 + -ic
 .






neuraminidase

 
/ˌnyo͝orəˈminədās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme, present in many pathogenic or symbiotic microorganisms, that catalyzes the breakdown of glycosides containing neuraminic acid.













neurasthenia

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəsˈTHēnēə/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly dated›

 an ill-defined medical condition characterized by lassitude, fatigue, headache, and irritability, associated chiefly with emotional disturbance.








II.
 
derivatives





neurasthenic

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəsˈTHenik /






adjective, noun





















neurectomy

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈrektəmē/






noun






[Medicine]

 surgical removal of all or part of a nerve.













neurilemma

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəˈlemə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the thin sheath around a nerve axon (including myelin where this is present).








II.
 
derivatives





neurilemmal






adjective





















neuritis

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈrīdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 inflammation of a peripheral nerve or nerves, usually causing pain and loss of function.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (in general use) neuropathy.








II.
 
derivatives





neuritic

 
/-ˈritik /






adjective






















neuro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to nerves or the nervous system




•
 
neuroanatomy




•
 
neurohormone.

















– origin

 from Greek 
neuron

 ‘nerve, sinew, tendon.’





neuroanatomy

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōəˈnadəmē/





I.
 
noun




the anatomy of the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neuroanatomical

 
/-ˌanəˈtämikəl /






adjective













2.
 
neuroanatomist

 
/-mist /






noun





















neurobics

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈrōbiks/






noun




mental exercises designed to create new neural pathways in the brain by using the senses in unconventional ways.













neurobiology

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the biology of the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neurobiological

 
/-bīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
neurobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















neuroblast

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orəˌblast/






noun






[Embryology]

 an embryonic cell from which nerve fibers originate.













neuroblastoma

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōblaˈstōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor composed of neuroblasts, most commonly in the adrenal gland.













neurocognitive

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈkäɡnədiv/






adjective






[Psychology]

 denoting or relating to the neural processes and structures involved in cognition




•
 
certain sleep disorders have been shown to cause neurocognitive impairment




•
 
those who survive often have impaired physical or neurocognitive functioning.




















neurocomputer

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orōkəmˌpyo͞odər/






noun




another term for neural computer
 .













neurodegeneration

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōdəˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 degeneration of the nervous system, especially of neurons in the brain




•
 
the facility houses labs dedicated to research on heart disease, neurodegeneration, and cancer.



















neurodegenerative

 
/ˌno͝orōdəˈjenərədiv/






adjective




resulting in or characterized by degeneration of the nervous system, especially the neurons in the brain.













neurodevelopmental

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōdəˌveləpˈmen(t)l/






adjective




relating to or involving the development of the nervous system




•
 
a rare neurodevelopmental disorder.



















neuroeconomics

 
/ˌno͝orōˌekəˈnämiks, -ˌēkəˈ-/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the combination of economics, neuroscience, and psychology used to determine how individuals make economic decisions.













neuroendocrine

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈendəkrən/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or involving both nervous stimulation and endocrine secretion.








II.
 
derivatives





neuroendocrinology

 
/-ˌendōkrəˈnäləjē /






noun





















neuroepithelium

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌepəˈTHēlēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a type of epithelium containing sensory nerve endings and found in certain sense organs (e.g., the retina, the inner ear, the nasal membranes, and the taste buds).




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 (in embryology) ectoderm that develops into nerve tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





neuroepithelial

 
/-lēəl /






adjective





















neurofibril

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈfībrəl ˌn(y)ərōˈfibrəl/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a fibril in the cytoplasm of a nerve cell, visible by light microscopy.








II.
 
derivatives





neurofibrillary

 
/-ˈfibrəˌlerē /






adjective






















neurofibroma

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōfīˈbrōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a tumor formed on a nerve cell sheath, frequently symptomless but occasionally malignant.













neurofibromatosis

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌfībrəməˈtōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease in which neurofibromas form throughout the body.

Also called von Recklinghausen's disease
 .













neurogenesis

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈjenəsəs/






noun






[Physiology]

 the growth and development of nervous tissue.













neurogenic

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈjenik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 caused by, controlled by, or arising in the nervous system.














neuroglia

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈräɡlēə/





I.
 
noun




another term for glia
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from neuro-
 ‘of nerves’ + Greek 
glia

 ‘glue.’





neurohormone

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈhôrmōn/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a hormone (such as vasopressin or norepinephrine) produced by nerve cells and secreted into the circulation.








II.
 
derivatives





neurohormonal

 
/-hôrˈmōnəl /






adjective





















neurohypophysis

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōhīˈpäfəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the posterior lobe of the hypophysis (pituitary gland), which stores and releases oxytocin and vasopressin produced in the hypothalamus.








II.
 
derivatives





neurohypophyseal

 
/-ˌpäfəˈsēəl /






adjective





















neuroimaging

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈiməjiNG/






noun




the process of producing images of the structure or activity of the brain or other part of the nervous system by techniques such as magnetic resonance imaging or computerized tomography.




•
 
more research is needed before scientists can use functional neuroimaging to confirm a diagnosis of the vegetative state.



















neuroleptic

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəˈleptik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) tending to reduce nervous tension by depressing nerve functions.








II.
 
noun




a drug that depresses nerve functions; a major tranquilizer.











– origin

 1950s: from neuro-
 ‘relating to nerves,’ on the pattern of 
psycholeptic

 .





neurolinguistic programming

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌliNGˌɡwistik ˈprōˌɡramiNG /

 
NLP






noun




a system of alternative therapy intended to educate people in self-awareness and effective communication, and to model and change their patterns of mental and emotional behavior.













neurolinguistics

 
/ˌn(y)o͞orōˌliNGˈɡwistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics dealing with the relationship between language and the structure and functioning of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





neurolinguistic






adjective





















neurological

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəˈläjəkəl /

 
neurologic





I.
 
adjective




relating to the anatomy, functions, and organic disorders of nerves and the nervous system




•
 
neurological diseases like dementia.














II.
 
derivatives





neurologically






adverb





















neurologist

 
/n(y)o͞oˈräləjəst n(y)əˈräləjəst/






noun




a specialist in the anatomy, functions, and organic disorders of nerves and the nervous system




•
 
a neurologist who studies brain-damaged patients.



















neurology

 
/n(y)o͝oˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine or biology that deals with the anatomy, functions, and organic disorders of nerves and the nervous system.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
neurologia

 , from neuro-
 + -logy
 .





neuroma

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈrōmə/






noun




another term for neurofibroma
 .













neuromast

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orəˌmast/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sensory organ of fishes and larval or aquatic amphibians, typically forming part of the lateral line system.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from neuro-
 ‘of nerves’ + Greek 
mastos

 ‘breast.’





neuromuscular

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈməskyələr/






adjective




of or relating to nerves and muscles.














neuron

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orän /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 neurone





I.
 
noun




a specialized cell transmitting nerve impulses; a nerve cell.








II.
 
derivatives





neuronic

 
/n(y)o͝oˈränik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
neuron

 , special use of the literal sense ‘sinew, tendon.’ See nerve
 .





neuronal

 
/ˈn(y)o͝or(ə)n(ə)l n(y)o͞oˈrōn(ə)l/






adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to a neuron or neurons




•
 
neuronal degeneration after spinal cord injury.



















neuropath

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orōˌpaTH/






noun






‹dated›

 a person affected by nervous disease, or with an abnormally sensitive nervous system.













neuropathology

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōpəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with diseases of the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neuropathological

 
/-ˌpaTHəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
neuropathologist

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōpəˈTHäləjəst /






noun





















neuropathy

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈräpəTHē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 disease or dysfunction of one or more peripheral nerves, typically causing numbness or weakness.








II.
 
derivatives





neuropathic

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈpaTHik /






adjective





















neuropeptide

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈpeptīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of compounds that act as neurotransmitters and are short-chain polypeptides.













neuropharmacology

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌfärməˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of pharmacology that deals with the action of drugs on the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neuropharmacologic

 
/-kəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
neuropharmacological






adjective













3.
 
neuropharmacologist






noun





















neurophysiology

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌfizēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the physiology of the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neurophysiological

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌfizēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
neurophysiologist

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌfizēˈäləjəst /






noun





















neuropil

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orəˌpil/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a dense network of interwoven nerve fibers and their branches and synapses, together with glial filaments.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably an abbreviation of obsolete 
neuropilema

 , from Greek 
neuron

 ‘nerve’ + 
pilēma

 ‘felt.’





neuroprotective

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōprəˈtektiv/






adjective






[Medicine]

 serving to protect nerve cells against damage, degeneration, or impairment of function




•
 
the apparent neuroprotective effects of caffeine in Parkinson's disease.



















neuropsychiatry

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōsəˈkīətrē ˌn(y)o͝orōsīˈkīətrē/





I.
 
noun




psychiatry relating mental or emotional disturbance to disordered brain function.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neuropsychiatric

 
/ˈˌn(y)o͞orəˌsīkēˈatrik ˈˌn(y)ərəˌsīkēˈatrik /






adjective













2.
 
neuropsychiatrist






noun





















neuropsychology

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōsīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the relationship between behavior, emotion, and cognition on the one hand, and brain function on the other.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neuropsychological

 
/-ˌsīkəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
neuropsychologist

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōsīˈkäləjəst /






noun





















Neuroptera

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈräptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of predatory flying insects that includes the lacewings, snake flies, and ant lions. They have four finely veined membranous wings.




II.
 
(
neuroptera

 ) [as 
plural noun

 ]
 — insects of the order 
Neuroptera

 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from neuro-
 in the sense ‘veined’ + Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





neuropteran

 
/n(y)o͝oˈräptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




a predatory flying insect of the order 
Neuroptera

 , such as a lacewing or alderfly.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting neuropterans.








III.
 
derivatives





neuropterous

 
/-rəs /






adjective





















neuroscience

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orōˌsīəns/






noun




any or all of the sciences, such as neurochemistry and experimental psychology, which deal with the structure or function of the nervous system and brain.













neuroscientist

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orōˌsīəntəst/






noun




an expert in neuroscience




•
 
there is a significant and growing need among neuroscientists to exchange experimental data.




















neurosis

 
/n(y)o͝oˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a relatively mild mental illness that is not caused by organic disease, involving symptoms of stress (depression, anxiety, obsessive behavior, hypochondria) but not a radical loss of touch with reality. Compare with psychosis
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (in nontechnical use) excessive and irrational anxiety or obsession




•
 
apprehension over mounting debt has created a collective neurosis in the business world.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from neuro-
 ‘of nerves’ + -osis
 .





neurosurgeon

 
/ˈn(y)o͞orōˌsərjən ˈn(y)ərəˌsərjən/






noun




a surgeon specializing in surgery on the nervous system, especially the brain and spinal cord




•
 
one of the most respected neurosurgeons in North America.



















neurosurgery

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orōˌsərjərē/





I.
 
noun




surgery performed on the nervous system, especially the brain and spinal cord.








II.
 
derivatives





neurosurgical

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈsərjək(ə)l /






adjective





















neurosyphilis

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈsifələs/





I.
 
noun




syphilis that involves the central nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives





neurosyphilitic

 
/-sifəˈlitik /






adjective, noun





















neurotic

 
/n(y)o͝oˈrädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 suffering from, caused by, or relating to neurosis.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 abnormally sensitive, obsessive, or tense and anxious




•
 
everyone was neurotic about burglars




•
 
a neurotic obsession with neat handwriting.














II.
 
noun




a neurotic person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neurotically

 
/n(y)o͞oˈrädək(ə)lē n(y)əˈrädək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
neuroticism

 
/n(y)o͝oˈrädəˌsizəm /






noun





















neurotomy

 
/ˌn(y)o͝oˈrädəmē/






noun




the surgical cutting of a nerve to produce sensory loss and relief of pain or to suppress involuntary movements.













neurotoxin

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orōˌtäksən/





I.
 
noun




a poison that acts on the nervous system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neurotoxic

 
/ˌn(y)o͞orōˈtäksik /






adjective













2.
 
neurotoxicity

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōtäkˈsisitē /






noun













3.
 
neurotoxicology

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˌtäksiˈkäləjē /






noun






















neurotransmitter

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈtranzmidər/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a chemical substance that is released at the end of a nerve fiber by the arrival of a nerve impulse and, by diffusing across the synapse or junction, causes the transfer of the impulse to another nerve fiber, a muscle fiber, or some other structure.








II.
 
derivatives





neurotransmission

 
/-ˌtranzˈmiSHən /






noun





















neurotrophic

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəˈträfik, -ˈtrō-/






adjective






[Physiology]

 of or relating to the growth of nervous tissue.













neurotropic

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orəˈträpik, -ˈtrō-/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a virus, toxin, or chemical) tending to attack or affect the nervous system preferentially.








II.
 
derivatives





neurotropism

 
/n(y)o͞oˈrätrəˌpizəm /






noun





















neurotypical

 
/ˌn(y)o͝orōˈtipikəl/





I.
 
adjective




not displaying or characterized by autistic or other neurologically atypical patterns of thought or behavior




•
 
neurotypical individuals often assume that their experience of the world is either the only one or the only correct one.

















– origin

 1990s: from neuro-
 + typical
 .





neuston

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ostän/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 small aquatic organisms inhabiting the surface layer or moving on the surface film of water.








II.
 
derivatives





neustonic

 
/n(y)o͞oˈstänik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: via German from Greek, neuter of 
neustos

 ‘swimming,’ on the pattern of 
plankton

 .





neut.






abbreviation



1.
 
neuter.




2.
 
neutral.














neuter

 
/ˈn(y)o͞odər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or denoting a gender of nouns in some languages, typically contrasting with masculine and feminine or common




•
 
it is a neuter word in Greek.










2.
 
(of an animal) lacking developed sexual organs, or having had them removed.




3.
 
(of a plant or flower) having neither functional pistils nor functional stamens.




4.
 
(of a person) apparently having no sexual characteristics; asexual.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a neuter word.




2.
 
(
the neuter

 )
 — the neuter gender.




3.
 
a nonfertile caste of social insect, especially a worker bee or ant.




4.
 
a castrated or spayed domestic animal.




5.
 
a person who appears to lack sexual characteristics.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
castrate or spay (a domestic animal)


(as 
adj.

 
neutered

 )


•
 
a neutered tomcat.










2.
 
render ineffective; deprive of vigor or force




•
 
disarmament negotiations that will neuter their military power.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
neuter

 ‘neither,’ from 
ne-

 ‘not’ + 
uter

 ‘either.’






neutral

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not helping or supporting either side in a conflict, disagreement, etc.; impartial




•
 
during the Second World War, Portugal was neutral.










2.
 
belonging to an impartial party, country, or group




•
 
on neutral ground.










3.
 
having no strongly marked or positive characteristics or features




•
 
the tone was neutral, devoid of sentiment




•
 
a fairly neutral background will make any small splash of color stand out.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 neither acid nor alkaline; having a pH of about 7.




5.
 
electrically neither positive nor negative.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an impartial or unbiased country or person




•
 
he acted as a neutral between the parties




•
 
Sweden and its fellow neutrals.










2.
 
a neutral color or shade, especially light gray or beige.




3.
 
a disengaged position of gears in which the engine is disconnected from the driven parts




•
 
she slipped the gear into neutral.










4.
 
an electrically neutral point, terminal, conductor, or wire.








III.
 
derivatives





neutrally

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
neutralis

 ‘of neuter gender,’ from 
neuter

 (see neuter
 ).





neutral axis






noun






[Engineering]

 a line or plane through a beam or plate connecting points at which no extension or compression occurs when the beam or plate is bent.













neutral corner






noun






[Boxing]

 either of the two corners of a boxing ring not used by the boxers and their handlers between rounds.













neutral density filter






noun




a photographic or optical filter that absorbs light of all wavelengths to the same extent, causing overall dimming but no change in color.













neutralism

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




a policy of political neutrality.








II.
 
derivatives





neutralist

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrələst /






noun, adjective





















neutrality

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtralədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of not supporting or helping either side in a conflict, disagreement, etc.; impartiality




•
 
during the war, Switzerland maintained its neutrality.










2.
 
absence of decided views, expression, or strong feeling




•
 
the clinical neutrality of the description.










3.
 
the condition of being chemically or electrically neutral.













neutralize

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
render (something) ineffective or harmless by applying an opposite force or effect




•
 
impatience at his frailty began to neutralize her fear.










2.
 
make (an acidic or alkaline substance) chemically neutral.




3.
 
disarm (a bomb or similar weapon).




4.
 
a euphemistic way of saying kill or destroy, especially in a covert or military operation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
neutralization

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌn(y)o͞otrəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
neutralizer

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəˌlīzər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
neutraliser

 , from medieval Latin 
neutralizare

 , from Latin 
neutralis

 (see neutral
 ).





neutral zone






noun



1.
 
the central area of a hockey rink, lying between the two blue lines.




2.
 


[Football]

 (before the start of a play) the imaginary zone running sideline to sideline from the front to the back point of the football.














neutrino

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtrēnō/





I.
 
noun




a neutral subatomic particle with a mass close to zero and half-integral spin, rarely reacting with normal matter. Three kinds of neutrinos are known, associated with the electron, muon, and tau particle.











– origin

 1930s: from Italian, diminutive of 
neutro

 ‘neutral.’





neutron

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oträn/





I.
 
noun




a subatomic particle of about the same mass as a proton but without an electric charge, present in all atomic nuclei except those of ordinary hydrogen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from neutral
 + -on
 .





neutron bomb






noun




a nuclear weapon that produces large numbers of neutrons rather than heat or blast like conventional nuclear weapons.













neutron star






noun






[Astronomy]

 a celestial object of very small radius (typically 18 miles/30 km) and very high density, composed predominantly of closely packed neutrons. Neutron stars are thought to form by the gravitational collapse of the remnant of a massive star after a supernova explosion, provided that the star is insufficiently massive to produce a black hole.













neutropenia

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrəˈpēnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of abnormally few neutrophils in the blood, leading to increased susceptibility to infection. It is an undesirable side effect of some cancer treatments.








II.
 
derivatives





neutropenic

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrəˈpēnik, -ˈpenik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from 
neutral

 + Greek, 
penia

 ‘poverty, lack.’





neutrophil

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəfil/






noun






[Physiology]

 a neutrophilic white blood cell.













neutrophilic

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrəˈfilik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a cell or its contents) readily stained only by neutral dyes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from neutral
 + 
-philic

 (see -philia
 ).





Nev.






abbreviation




Nevada.













Neva

 
/ˈnēvə/






a river in northwestern Russia that flows 46 miles (74 km) west from Lake Ladoga to the Gulf of Finland, passing through St. Petersburg.










Nevada

 
/nəˈvadə nəˈvädə/






a state in the western US, on an arid plateau, almost totally in the Great Basin area; pop. 2,600,167 (est. 2008); capital, Carson City; statehood, Oct. 31, 1864 (36). It was acquired from Mexico in 1848. An abundance of gold and silver ore (called the Comstock Lode) was discovered in 1859 near Virginia City.









Nevadan

 
/nəˈvad(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Nevada or its inhabitants




•
 
the Nevadan desert.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Nevada




•
 
a typically laid-back Nevadan.



















névé

 
/nāˈvā/





I.
 
noun




another term for firn
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Swiss French, literally ‘glacier,’ based on Latin 
nix

 , 
niv-

 ‘snow.’





never

 
/ˈnevər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at no time in the past or future; on no occasion; not ever




•
 
they had never been camping in their lives




•
 
I will 
never ever

 forget it.










2.
 
not at all




•
 
he never turned up.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
never fear






see fear
 .









2.
 
never mind






see mind
 .









3.
 
never say die






see die
 1
 .









4.
 
well I never!








‹informal›

 expressing great surprise or indignation




•
 
Well I never—that's not like you!





















– origin

 Old English 
nǣfre

 , from 
ne

 ‘not’ + 
ǣfre

 ‘ever.’





never-changing






adjective




that never changes; remaining the same




•
 
a never-changing loop of cause and effect.



















never-dying






adjective




living or lasting forever




•
 
the never-dying tensions between young and old




•
 
true love is never-dying.



















never-ending

 
/ˌnevər ˈendiNG/






adjective




(especially of something unpleasant) having or seeming to have no end.













nevermore

 
/ˌnevərˈmôr/






adverb






‹literary›

 at no future time; never again




•
 
I order you gone, nevermore to return.



















never-never land

 
//





I.
 
noun




an imaginary utopian place or situation




•
 
a never-never land of unreal prices and easy bank loans.

















– origin

 often with allusion to the ideal country in J. M. Barrie's 
Peter Pan

 .





nevertheless

 
/ˌnevərT͟Həˈles/






adverb




in spite of that; notwithstanding; all the same




•
 
statements which, although literally true, are nevertheless misleading.



















Nevis

 
/ˈnēvəs/





I.
 
one of the Leeward Islands in the Caribbean Sea, part of St. Kitts and Nevis; capital, Charlestown.




II.
 
derivatives





Nevisian

 
/ˌnevəˈsēən /






noun, adjective





















Nevsky, Alexander






see Alexander Nevsky, St.










nevus

 
/ˈnēvəs /

 


‹Brit.›

 naevus





I.
 
noun




a birthmark or a mole on the skin, especially a birthmark in the form of a raised red patch.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin.






new

 
/n(y)o͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not existing before; made, introduced, or discovered recently or now for the first time




•
 
new crop varieties




•
 
this tendency is not new




•
 (as 
noun

 
the new

 )
 
a fascinating mix of the old and the new.










2.
 
not previously used or owned




•
 
a secondhand bus cost a fraction of a new one.










3.
 
of recent origin or arrival




•
 
a new baby.










4.
 
(of food or drink) freshly or recently produced.




5.
 
(of vegetables) dug or harvested early in the season




•
 
new potatoes.










6.
 
already existing but seen, experienced, or acquired recently or now for the first time




•
 
her new bike.










7.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
new to

 )
 — unfamiliar or strange to (someone)




•
 
a way of living that was new to me.










8.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
new to/at

 )
 — (of a person) inexperienced at or unaccustomed to doing (something)




•
 
I'm quite new to gardening.










9.
 
different from a recent previous one




•
 
I have a new assistant




•
 
this would be her new home.










10.
 
in addition to another or others already existing




•
 
recruiting new pilots overseas.










11.
 
(in place names) discovered or founded later than and named after




•
 
New York.










12.
 
just beginning or beginning anew and regarded as better than what went before




•
 
starting a new life




•
 
the new South Africa.










13.
 
(of a person) reinvigorated or restored




•
 
a bottle of pills would make him a new man.










14.
 
superseding another or others of the same kind, and advanced in method or theory




•
 
the new architecture.










15.
 
reviving another or others of the same kind




•
 
the New Bohemians.














II.
 
adverb

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
newly; recently




•
 
new-mown hay




•
 
new-fallen snow.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a new one








‹informal›

 an account, idea, or joke not previously encountered by someone




•
 
I've heard of lazy, but somebody being too lazy to talk—that's 
a new one on

 me.















2.
 
what's new?





a.
 
(said on greeting someone) what's going on? how are you?




b.
 
(also 
what else is new?

 )
 — that is the usual situation




•
 
she and I squabbled—so what's new?




•
 
men like to see women's legs. So what else is new?


















IV.
 
derivatives





newish

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nīwe

 , 
nēowe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nieuw

 and German 
neu

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
nava

 , Latin 
novus

 , and Greek 
neos

 ‘new.’





New Age

 
/ˈˌn(y)o͞o ˈāj/





I.
 
noun




a broad movement characterized by alternative approaches to traditional Western culture, with an interest in spirituality, mysticism, holism, and environmentalism


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the New Age movement.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
New Ager






noun













2.
 
New Agey






adjective





















New Age music






noun




a style of chiefly instrumental music characterized by light melodic harmonies, improvisation, and sounds reproduced from the natural world, intended to promote serenity.













New Albany






an industrial city in southern Indiana, across the Ohio River from Louisville in Kentucky; pop. 37,296 (est. 2008).










New Amsterdam






former name for the city of New York
 .









Newark





I.
 

/ˈn(y)o͞oˌärk /

 — a city in northwestern Delaware, home to the University of Delaware; pop. 29,886 (est. 2008).




II.
 

/ˈn(y)o͞oərk /

 — an industrial city in New Jersey; pop. 278,980 (est. 2008).




III.
 

/ˈn(y)o͞oərk /

 — an industrial and commercial city in central Ohio; pop. 47,236 (est. 2008).









newb

 
/n(y)o͞ob/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 short for newbie
 :




•
 
it's easy enough for total newbs to pick up and play.



















New Bedford






an industrial port city in southeastern Massachusetts, on Buzzards Bay, a noted 19th-century whaling center; pop. 91,365 (est. 2008).









New Bern






a historic commercial city in eastern North Carolina; pop. 28,586 (est. 2008).










newbie

 
/ˈn(y)o͞obē/






noun






‹informal›

 an inexperienced newcomer to a particular activity.













newborn

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌbôrn/





I.
 
adjective




(of a child or animal) recently or just born




•
 
newborn babies




•
 


‹figurative›

 a newborn star.














II.
 
noun




a recently born child or animal.













New Braunfels

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈbrounfəlz/






a city in south central Texas; pop. 53,547 (est. 2008).









New Britain





I.
 
a mountainous island in the South Pacific Ocean, part of Papua New Guinea, that lies off the northeastern coast of New Guinea; pop. 404,600 (est. 2008); capital, Rabaul.




II.
 
an industrial city in central Connecticut, noted for its hardware manufacturing; pop. 70,486 (est. 2008).









New Brunswick

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈbrənzwik/





I.
 
a maritime province on the southeastern coast of Canada; pop. 729,997 (2006); capital, Fredericton. It was first settled by the French and was ceded to Britain in 1713. It became one of the original four provinces in the Dominion of Canada in 1867.




II.
 
a city in central New Jersey, on the Raritan River; pop. 51,149 (est. 2008).









Newburgh

 
/ˈn(y)o͞obərɡ/






a historic industrial city in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River; pop. 28,101 (est. 2008).









Newburyport

 
/ˈn(y)o͞obərēˌpôrt, -ˌberē-/






a historic port city, now chiefly residential, in northeastern Massachusetts, at the mouth of the Merrimack River; pop. 17,542 (est. 2008).










New Caledonia

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˌkaləˈdōnēə/





I.
 
an island in the South Pacific, east of Australia; pop. 227,400 (est. 2009); capital, Nouméa. Since 1946 it has formed, with its dependencies, a French overseas territory.

French name Nouvelle-Calédonie
 .




II.
 
derivatives





New Caledonian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 named, by Captain Cook in 1774, after the Roman name 
Caledonia

 ‘Scotland.’





Newcastle

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌkasəl/





I.
 
an industrial city in northeastern England, a port on the Tyne River; pop. 170,200 (est. 2009). Full name 
Newcastle upon Tyne

 .




II.
 
an industrial town in west central England, southwest of Stoke-on-Trent; pop. 77,500 (est. 2009). Full name 
Newcastle-under-Lyme

 .




III.
 
an industrial port on the southeastern coast of Australia, in New South Wales; pop. 152,659 (2008).









Newcastle, 1st Duke of






(1693–1768), British statesman; prime minister 1754–56 and 1757–62; born 
Thomas Pelham-Holles

 . During his second term in office, he headed a coalition with William Pitt the Elder until 1761.









Newcastle disease





I.
 
noun




an acute infectious viral fever affecting birds, especially poultry.

Also called fowl pest
 .











– origin

 1920s: so named because it was first recorded near Newcastle upon Tyne, England, in 1927.





Newcombe, John

 
/ˈn(y)o͞okəm/






(1944–), Australian tennis player. During 1967–75, he won the men's singles title at three Wimbledon, two US Open, and two Australian Open tournaments.









Newcomen, Thomas

 
/n(y)o͞oˈkəmən/






(1663–1729), English engineer; developer of the first practical steam engine—an engine that operated a pump for the removal of water from mines—in 1712.










newcomer

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌkəmər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that has recently arrived in a place or joined a group.




2.
 
a novice in a particular activity or situation.













New Criticism






an influential movement in literary criticism in the mid 20th century that stressed the importance of focusing on the text itself rather than being concerned with external biographical or social considerations. Associated with the movement were John Crowe Ransom (who first used the term in 1941), I. A. Richards, and Cleanth Brooks.









New Deal





I.
 
the economic measures introduced by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933 to counteract the effects of the Great Depression. It involved a massive public works program, complemented by the large-scale granting of loans, and succeeded in reducing unemployment by between 7 and 10 million.




II.
 
derivatives





New Dealer






noun






















New Delhi

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈdelē/






the capital of India, a city in north central India built 1912–29 to replace Calcutta (now Kolkata) as the capital of British India. With Delhi, it is part of the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Pop. (with Delhi) 12,259,200 (est. 2009).









new economy






noun




new industries, such as biotechnology or the Internet, that are characterized by cutting-edge technology and high growth.













newel

 
/ˈn(y)o͞owəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the central supporting pillar of a spiral or winding staircase.




2.
 
(also 
newel post

 )
 — a post at the head or foot of a flight of stairs, supporting a handrail.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nouel

 ‘knob,’ from medieval Latin 
nodellus

 , diminutive of Latin 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





New England

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈiNG(ɡ)lənd/






an area on the northeastern coast of the US that consists of the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut.









New England boiled dinner






noun




a dish of meat (often corned beef), cabbage or other vegetables, and potatoes, prepared by simmering in water.













New England clam chowder






noun




a thick chowder made with clams, onions, potatoes, salt pork, and milk or cream.













New Englander

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈiNG(ɡ)ləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of New England, on the northeastern coast of the US




•
 
the author is a New Englander herself.



















New English Bible

 
NEB






noun




a modern English translation of the Bible, published in the UK in 1961–70 and revised (as the 
Revised English Bible

 ) in 1989.













newfangled

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oˈfaNGɡəld/





I.
 
adjective






‹derogatory›

 different from what one is used to; objectionably new




•
 
I've no time for such newfangled nonsense.

















– origin

 Middle English: from 
newfangle

 (now dialect) ‘liking what is new,’ from the adverb new
 + a second element related to an Old English word meaning ‘to take.’





new-fashioned

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌfaSHənd/






adjective




of a new type or style; up to date




•
 
selling your product the new-fashioned way.



















Newfie

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ofē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a Newfoundlander.








II.
 
adjective




coming from or associated with Newfoundland.













newfound

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ofound /

 
newly found






adjective




recently discovered or established




•
 
armed with this newfound political consciousness, he sells his condo and quits his job.




















Newfoundland1


 
/ˈn(y)o͞ofən(d)lənd ˈn(y)o͞ofən(d)ˌland ˌn(y)o͞oˈfoun(d)lənd/






a large island off the eastern coast of Canada, at the mouth of the St. Lawrence River. It was united with Labrador (as Newfoundland and Labrador) in 1949 to form a province of Canada.









Newfoundland2


 
/ˌn(y)o͞oˈfoun(d)lənd /

 
Newfoundland dog






noun




a dog of a very large breed with a thick, coarse coat.













Newfoundland and Labrador






a province of Canada that consists of the island of Newfoundland and the Labrador coast of eastern Canada; pop. 505,469 (2006); capital, St. John's. It joined the confederation of Canada in 1949.









Newfoundlander

 
/ˈn(y)o͞of(ə)n(d)ləndər ˈn(y)o͞of(ə)n(d)ˌlandər ˌn(y)o͞oˈfoun(d)ləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the Canadian island of Newfoundland




•
 
his host was a Newfoundlander.



















New France






the former colonies and possessions of France (until 1763) in North America, including Quebec, Acadia, and Louisiana.









Newgate

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oɡāt/






a former London prison whose unsanitary conditions became notorious in the 18th century before the building was burned down in 1780.









New Georgia





I.
 
a volcanic island group in the west central Solomon Islands, northwest of Guadalcanal. 
New Georgia Sound

 , along the north side, was called “the Slot” by Americans during World War II, when the area saw heavy fighting with Japanese forces.




II.
 
the largest of the New Georgia islands.









New Guinea

 
/n(y)o͞o ˈɡinē/





I.
 
an island in the western South Pacific Ocean, off the northern coast of Australia, the world's second largest island. It is divided into two parts; the western half comprises the Indonesian provinces of Papua and West Papua; the eastern half forms part of Papua New Guinea.




II.
 
derivatives





New Guinean

 
/ˈɡinēən /






noun, adjective






















New Hampshire

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈham(p)SHər/






a state in the northeastern US, with a short border on the Atlantic coast, one of the six New England states; pop. 1,315,809 (est. 2008); capital, Concord; statehood, June 21, 1788 (9). It was the first colony to declare independence from Britain in 1776 and then became one of the original thirteen states.









Newhart, Bob

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ohärt/






(1929–), US comedian and actor; full name 
George Robert Newhart

 . His career as a comedian took off with the bestselling record album 
The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart

 (1959). His most successful television shows were 
The Bob Newhart Show

 (1972–78) and 
Newhart

 (1982–90).









New Haven

 
/ˈn(y)o͞o ˌhāvən/






an industrial city in south central Connecticut, on Long Island Sound, home to Yale University; pop. 123,669 (est. 2008).









New Hebrides

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈhebrədēz/






former name (until 1980) for Vanuatu
 .









New Hope






a borough in southeastern Pennsylvania, on the Delaware River, a well-known tourist destination and artists' colony; pop. 2,278 (est. 2008).









Newhouse

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ohous/






Samuel Irving, Sr. (1895–1979), US publisher; born 
Solomon Neuhaus

 . He founded Advance Publications, now the largest privately held media company, the holdings of which are controlled by his sons, 
Si

 (1927–; full name 
Samuel Irving Newhouse, Jr.

 ) and 
Donald E.

 (1930–).









New Iberia






a city in southern Louisiana, on the Bayou Teche in Cajun Country; pop. 32,959 (est. 2008).









Ne Win

 
/ˌne ˈwin/






(1911–2002), Burmese general and socialist statesman; prime minister 1958–60; head of state 1962–74; president 1974–81. After a military coup in 1962, he established a military dictatorship and formed a one-party state.









New International Version

 
NIV






noun




a modern English translation of the Bible published in 1973–78.













New Ireland






an island in the South Pacific Ocean, part of Papua New Guinea, that lies north of New Britain; pop. 145,700 (est. 2009); capital, Kavieng.










New Jersey





I.
 
a state in the northeastern US, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 8,682,661 (est. 2008); capital, Trenton; statehood, Dec. 18, 1787 (3). Colonized by Dutch settlers and ceded to Britain in 1664, it became one of the original thirteen states.




II.
 
derivatives





New Jerseyan

 
/-zēən /






noun, adjective





















New Jerusalem

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o jəˈro͞os(ə)ləm /

 

‹Theology›






I.
 
the abode of the blessed in heaven (with reference to Rev. 21:2).




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a New Jerusalem

 )
 — an ideal place or situation.









New Jerusalem Church






a Christian sect instituted by followers of Emanuel Swedenborg. It was founded in London in 1787.









New Latin






noun




another term for modern Latin
 .













Newley, Anthony

 
/ˈn(y)o͞olē/






(1931–99), British composer, singer, and actor. He played the Artful Dodger in the movie version of 
Oliver Twist

 (1948) and cowrote and starred in the Broadway musicals 
Stop the World—I Want to Get Off

 (1961) and 
The Roar of the Greasepaint—The Smell of the Crowd

 (1965).









New London






an industrial port city in southeastern Connecticut, across the Thames River from Groton, on Long Island Sound; pop. 25,891 (est. 2008).









New Look






a style of women's clothing introduced in 1947 by Christian Dior, featuring calf-length full skirts and a generous use of material in contrast to wartime austerity.









newly

 
/ˈn(y)o͞olē/






adverb



1.
 
recently




•
 
a newly acquired skill.










2.
 
again; afresh




•
 
social confidence for the newly single.










3.
 
in a new or different manner




•
 
we have to make ourselves newly aware of each text.



















newlywed

 
/ˈn(y)o͞olēˌwed/






noun

 — (usu. 
newlyweds

 )


1.
 
a recently married person.













new man

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈman/






noun




a man who rejects sexist attitudes and the traditional male role, especially in the context of domestic responsibilities and child care.













Newman, Barnett

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omən/






(1905–70), US painter. A seminal figure in color-field painting, he juxtaposed large blocks of uniform color with narrow marginal strips of contrasting colors, such as in 
Who's Afraid of Red, Yellow, and Blue III

 (1966–67).









Newman, John Henry






(1801–90), English prelate and theologian; a founder of the Oxford Movement. He turned to Roman Catholicism in 1845 and became a cardinal in 1879.









Newman, Paul






(1925–2008), US actor and movie director. Notable movies: 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

 (1958), 
The Hustler

 (1961), 
Hud

 (1963), 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

 (1969), 
The Sting

 (1973), 
The Color of Money

 (1986), and 
Message in a Bottle

 (1999). He was also known for his philanthropic activities.









Newman–Keuls test

 
/ˌnyo͞omənˈkəlz ˌtest/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a test for assessing the significance of differences between all possible pairs of different sets of observations, with a fixed error rate for the whole set of comparisons.











– origin

 1950s: named after D. 
Newman

 (
fl.

 1939), English statistician, and M. 
Keuls

 (
fl.

 1952), Dutch horticulturalist.





Newmarket

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌmärkət/






noun



1.
 
a card game in which the players put down cards in sequence, hoping to be the first to play all their cards and also to play certain special cards on which bets have been placed.




2.
 
(also 
Newmarket coat

 )
 — a close-fitting overcoat of a style originally worn for riding.













new math

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈmaTH /

 


‹Brit.›

 new maths






noun




a system of teaching mathematics to younger children, with emphasis on investigation and discovery and on set theory.













new media






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
means of mass communication using digital technologies such as the Internet




•
 
the new media has become central to the political arena.



















New Mexico





I.
 
a state in the southwestern US, on the border with Mexico; pop. 1,984,356 (est. 2008); capital, Santa Fe; statehood, Jan. 6, 1912 (47). It was obtained from Mexico in 1845 (annexation of Texas), 1848 (Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo that ended the Mexican-American War), and 1853 (Gadsden Purchase).




II.
 
derivatives





New Mexican

 
/-kən /






adjective, noun





















new money






noun



1.
 
a fortune recently acquired; funds recently raised.




2.
 
those whose wealth is recently acquired rather than inherited; the nouveau riche.













new moon

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈmo͞on/






noun



1.
 
the phase of the moon when it is in conjunction with the sun and invisible from earth, or shortly thereafter when it appears as a slender crescent.




2.
 
the time when the new moon occurs.













newness

 
/ˈn(y)o͞onəs/






noun




the quality of being new or original




•
 
the shiny newness of the giant conference center




•
 
create some freshness and newness in your relationship.



















new order






noun



1.
 
a new system, regime, or government




•
 
a new economic order.










2.
 
(
New Order

 )
 — Hitler's planned reorganization of Europe under Nazi rule.














New Orleans

 
/n(y)o͞o ˈôrlənz ˌn(y)o͞o ərˈlēnz/






a city and port in southeastern Louisiana, on the Mississippi River; pop. 311,853 (est. 2008). Founded by the French in 1718, it was named after the Duc d'Orléans, regent of France. It is known for its annual Mardi Gras celebrations and for its association with the development of blues and jazz. In 2005, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita caused extensive devastation and loss of life when the levees failed, leaving floodwaters to engulf the city.










Newport

 
/ˈn(y)o͞opôrt/





I.
 
an industrial city and port in southern Wales, on the Bristol Channel; pop. 119,600 (est. 2009).

Welsh name Casnewydd
 .




II.
 
a historic port city in southern Rhode Island, on the island of Rhode Island. Home to naval facilities, it became known in the 19th century as a fashionable resort where the wealthy built opulent “cottages”; pop. 23,523 (est. 2008).









Newport Beach






a resort, residential, and industrial city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 79,661 (est. 2008).









Newport News






a city in southeastern Virginia, at the mouth of the James River on the Hampton Roads estuary; pop. 179,614 (est. 2008).









New Providence






an island in the central Bahamas, home to most of the people in the Bahamas and to the capital (Nassau); pop. 242,000 (est. 2009).









New Red Sandstone






noun






[Geology]

 a series of sedimentary rocks, chiefly soft red sandstones, belonging to the Permo-Triassic system of northwestern Europe.













New Revised Standard Version

 
NRSV






noun




a modern English translation of the Bible, based on the Revised Standard Version and published in 1990.













New River






a river that flows for 320 miles (515 km) from North Carolina through Virginia and into West Virginia, where it enters the Kanawha River.









New Rochelle

 
/rəˈSHel, rō-/






a city in southeastern New York, northeast of New York City, on Long Island Sound; pop. 74,115 (est. 2008).









New Romantic





I.
 
adjective




denoting a style of popular music and fashion popular in Britain in the early 1980s in which both men and women wore makeup and dressed in flamboyant clothes.








II.
 
noun




a performer or enthusiast of New Romantic music.













news

 
/n(y)o͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
newly received or noteworthy information, especially about recent or important events




•
 
I've got some good news for you.










2.
 
(
the news

 )
 — a broadcast or published report of news




•
 
he was back 
in the news

 again.










3.
 
(
news to

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 information not previously known to someone




•
 
this was hardly news to her.










4.
 
a person or thing considered interesting enough to be reported in the news




•
 
Chanel became the hottest news in fashion.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
make news






become a story in the news




•
 
stolen babies make news.















2.
 
no news is good news








‹proverb›

 without information to the contrary you can assume that all is well.















– origin

 late Middle English: plural of new
 , translating Old French 
noveles

 or medieval Latin 
nova

 ‘new things.’





news agency

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oz ˌājənsē/






noun




an organization that collects news items and distributes them to newspapers or broadcasters.













newsagent

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌājənt/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person or a shop selling newspapers and magazines.













newsboy

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozboi/






noun




a boy who sells or delivers newspapers.













news brief






noun






(chiefly US)

 a brief item of print or broadcast news.













news bulletin

 
/n(y)o͞oz ˈbo͝olətn ˈbo͝olədən/






noun






(Brit.)

 a short radio or television broadcast of news reports.













newscast

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌkast/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a radio or television broadcast of news reports.













newscaster

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌkastər/






noun




a person who reads broadcast news stories.













news conference






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a press conference.














news crawl






noun




another term for news ticker
 .













news desk

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oz ˌdesk/






noun




the department of a broadcasting organization or newspaper responsible for collecting and reporting the news.













newsfeed

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozfēd/






noun




an electronic transmission of news, as from a broadcaster or an Internet newsgroup.













news flash






noun




a single item of important news that is broadcast separately and often interrupts other programs.













newsgathering

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌɡaT͟HəriNG/





I.
 
noun




the process of researching news items, especially those for broadcast or publication.








II.
 
derivatives





newsgatherer

 
/-(ə)rər /






noun





















newsgroup

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌɡro͞op/






noun




a forum on the Usenet service for the discussion of a particular topic.













newshound

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozhound/






noun






‹informal›

 a newspaper reporter.














newsie

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a reporter.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who sells or delivers newspapers.













newsletter

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌledər/






noun




a bulletin issued periodically to the members of a society, business, or organization.













newsmagazine

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌmaɡəˌzēn/






noun



1.
 
a periodical, usually published weekly, that reports and comments on current events.




2.
 
a regularly scheduled television news program consisting of short segments on a variety of subjects and featuring a varied format combining interviews, commentary, and entertainment.













newsmaker

 
/ˈno͞ozˌmākər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a newsworthy person or event.













newsman

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌman/






noun




a reporter or journalist.













newsmonger

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌmäNGɡər/






noun




a gossip.













New South Wales






a state of southeastern Australia; pop. 6,984,172 (2008); capital, Sydney. First colonized by Britain in 1788, it was federated with the other states of Australia in 1901.









New Spain






a former Spanish viceroyalty established in Central and North America in 1535 that was centered around present-day Mexico City. It was comprised of all the land under Spanish control north of the Isthmus of Panama and included parts of the southern US. It also came to include the Spanish possessions in the Caribbean and the Philippines. The viceroyalty was abolished in 1821, when Mexico achieved independence.









newspaper

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌpāpər/






noun



1.
 
a printed publication (usually issued daily or weekly) consisting of folded unstapled sheets and containing news, feature articles, advertisements, and correspondence.




2.
 
the organization responsible for producing a particular newspaper.




3.
 
another term for newsprint
 .













newspaperman

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌpāpərˌman ˈn(y)o͞ozˌpāpərˌmən/






noun




a male newspaper journalist.













newspaperwoman

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌpāpərˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female newspaper journalist.













newspeak

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌspēk/





I.
 
noun




ambiguous euphemistic language used chiefly in political propaganda.











– origin

 1949: the name of an artificial official language in George Orwell's 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 .





news peg






noun




an aspect or angle of a story that makes it newsworthy




•
 
Talese further expanded traditional journalistic practice by delaying a story's news peg until as late in a story as he could manage.



















newspeople

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌpēp(ə)l/






plural noun




professional reporters or journalists




•
 
there's nothing wrong with docudrama so long as newspeople don't do it.




















newsprint

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌprint/






noun




cheap, low-quality, absorbent printing paper made from coarse wood pulp and used chiefly for newspapers.













newsreader

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌrēdər/






noun



1.
 
a computer program for reading messages posted to newsgroups.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a newscaster.













newsreel

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌrēl/






noun




a short film of news and current affairs, formerly made for showing as part of the program in a movie theater.













newsroom

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌro͞om ˈn(y)o͞ozˌro͝om/






noun




the area in a newspaper or broadcasting office where news is written and edited.













newsserver

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌsərvər/






noun




a server that receives and disseminates messages for a newsgroup.













news-sheet

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌSHēt/






noun




a simple form of newspaper; a newsletter.













newsstand

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozstand/






noun




a stand or stall for the sale of newspapers.













new star






noun




a nova.














news ticker






noun




a scrolling electronic display of news headlines on a building or along the lower portion of a television or computer screen.

Also called news crawl
 .














New Stone Age






another name for the Neolithic
 (see Neolithic
 ).









New Style

 
/ˈn(y)o͞o ˌstīl /

 
NS






noun




the method of calculating dates using the Gregorian calendar. The Gregorian superseded the Julian calendar in Britain, Ireland, and British colonies in 1752.













new-style

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌstīl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a new style; different from and usually better than a previous version




•
 
a new-style retail and entertainment mix.



















newsweekly

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌwēklē/






noun




a newspaper or newsmagazine published on a weekly basis.













news wire






noun




an electronically transmitted service providing up-to-the-minute news stories, financial market updates, and other information.













newswoman

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female reporter or journalist.













newsworthy

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




noteworthy as news; topical




•
 
you had to cover a lot of ground to find anything newsworthy.














II.
 
derivatives





newsworthiness






noun





















newsy

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ozē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 full of news, especially of a personal kind




•
 
short, newsy letters.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 variant spelling of newsie
 .














newt

 
/n(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a small, slender-bodied amphibian with lungs and a well-developed tail, typically spending its adult life on land and returning to water to breed.

[
Notophthalmus

 , 
Taricha

 , and other genera, family 
Salamandridae

 : numerous species, including the 
red-spotted newt

 (
N. viridescens viridescens

 ) of eastern North America and the 
rough-skinned newt

 (
T. granulosa

 ) of the Pacific coast from southern Alaska to northern California.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
an ewt

 (
ewt

 from Old English 
efeta

 : see eft
 ), interpreted (by wrong division) as 
a newt

 .





New Territories






the part of Hong Kong on the southern coast of mainland China that lies north of the Kowloon peninsula and includes the islands of Lantau, Tsing Yi, and Lamma.










New Testament

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈtestəmənt/






noun




the second part of the Christian Bible, written originally in Greek and recording the life and teachings of Jesus and his earliest followers. It includes the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, twenty-one epistles by St. Paul and others, and the book of Revelation.













newton

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otn /

 
N





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of force. It is equal to the force that would give a mass of one kilogram an acceleration of one meter per second per second, and is equivalent to 100,000 dynes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Newton, Sir Isaac
 .





Newton

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otn/






a city in eastern Massachusetts, on the Charles River, west of Boston; pop. 82,139 (est. 2008).










Newton, Sir Isaac






(1642–1727), English mathematician and physicist, considered the greatest single influence on theoretical physics until Einstein. In 
Principia Mathematica

 (1687), he gave a mathematical description of the laws of mechanics and gravitation and applied these to planetary motion. 
Opticks

 (1704) records his optical experiments and theories, including the discovery that white light is made up of a mixture of colors. His work in mathematics included the binomial theorem and differential calculus.









Newtonian

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtōnēən/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or arising from the work of Sir Isaac Newton.




2.
 
formulated or behaving according to the principles of classical physics.













Newtonian mechanics






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the system of mechanics that relies on Newton's laws of motion concerning the relations between forces acting and motions occurring.













Newtonian telescope






noun






[Astronomy]

 a reflecting telescope in which the light from the main mirror is deflected by a small, flat secondary mirror set at 45°, sending it to a magnifying eyepiece in the side of the telescope.













Newton's laws of motion

 

‹Physics›







three fundamental laws of classical physics. The first states that a body continues in a state of rest or uniform motion in a straight line unless it is acted on by an external force. The second states that the rate of change of momentum of a moving body is proportional to the force acting to produce the change. The third states that if one body exerts a force on another, there is an equal and opposite force (or reaction) exerted by the second body on the first.









Newton's rings






plural noun






[Optics]

 a set of concentric circular fringes seen around the point of contact when a convex lens is placed on a plane surface or on another lens, caused by interference between light reflected from the upper and lower surfaces.













new town

 
//






noun




a planned urban center created in an undeveloped or rural area, especially with government sponsorship.













new variant Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease

 
nvCJD





I.
 
noun




a form of Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease characterized by an early age of onset and possibly linked to BSE.











– origin

 see Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease
 .





new wave

 
/n(y)o͞o wāv/






noun



1.
 
another term for nouvelle vague
 .




2.
 
a style of rock music popular in the 1970s and 1980s, deriving from punk but generally more pop in sound and less aggressive in performance.














New World

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈwərld/






North and South America regarded collectively in relation to Europe, especially after the early voyages of European explorers.









new year

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈyir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the calendar year just begun or about to begin




•
 
we're looking ahead to a profitable start to the new year




•
 
Happy New Year!










2.
 
the first few days or weeks of a year




•
 
interest rates may climb 
in the new year

 .










3.
 
(usu. 
New Year

 )
 — the period immediately before and after December 31




•
 
the facilities are closed over Christmas and New Year.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
New Year's








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 New Year's Eve or New Year's Day.









2.
 
ring in (or out) the new year






see ring
 2
 .

















New Year's Day






noun




the first day of the year; in the modern Western calendar, January 1.













New Year's Eve






noun



1.
 
the last day of the year; in the modern Western calendar, December 31.




2.
 
the evening of the last day of the year, typically marked with a celebration.













Newyorican

 
/n(y)o͞oˈyôrēkən/






noun




another term for Nuyorican
 .














New York





I.
 
a state in the northeastern US, on the Canadian border and Lake Ontario in the northwest, as well as on the Atlantic coast in the southeast; pop. 19,490,297 (est. 2008); capital, Albany; statehood, July 26, 1788 (11). Originally settled by the Dutch, it was surrendered to the British in 1664. New York was one of the original thirteen states.




II.
 
a major city and port in southeastern New York, situated on the Atlantic coast at the mouth of the Hudson River; pop. 8,363,710 (est. 2008). It is situated mainly on islands, linked by bridges, and consists of five boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, and Staten Island. Manhattan is the economic and cultural heart of the city, containing the stock exchange on Wall Street and the headquarters of the United Nations.

Former name (until 1664) New Amsterdam
 .









New Yorker

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈyôrkər/






noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the US city of New York




•
 
he was a New Yorker at heart.










2.
 
a native or inhabitant of the US state of New York




•
 
New Yorkers were coping with flooding in some areas.



















New York minute





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a very short time; a moment




•
 
you mention that price and she'll be out of here in a New York minute.

















– origin

 with reference to the hectic pace of life in New York City.






New Zealand

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈzēlənd/







1.
 
an island country in the South Pacific Ocean about 1,200 miles (1,900 km) east of Australia; pop. 4,213,400 (est. 2009); capital, Wellington; languages, English (official) and Maori.

Maori name Aotearoa
 .





New Zealand consists of two major islands (North and South Islands), separated by Cook Strait, and several smaller ones. The first European to sight New Zealand was Dutch navigator Abel Tasman in 1642; the islands were circumnavigated by Captain James Cook in 1769–70 and came under British sovereignty in 1840. Full dominion status was granted in 1907, and independence within the Commonwealth of Nations came in 1931.









New Zealander

 
/ˌn(y)o͞o ˈzēləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of New Zealand




•
 
a chance for the average New Zealander to feel part of the Olympic Games.



















NEX






abbreviation




Navy exchange.













NEXRAD

 
/ˈneksrad/





I.
 
noun




a system of Doppler radars across the US that is used to track the location and movement of storm systems.











– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
NEXt generation weather RADar

 .






next

 
/nekst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a time or season) coming immediately after the time of writing or speaking




•
 
we'll go next year




•
 
next week's parade.










2.
 
(of a day of the week) nearest (or the nearest but one) after the present




•
 
not this Wednesday, next Wednesday




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
on Monday next.










3.
 
(of an event or occasion) occurring directly in time after the present or most recent one, without anything of the same kind intervening




•
 
the next election




•
 
next time I'll bring a hat.










4.
 
coming immediately after the present one in order, rank, or space




•
 
the woman in the next room




•
 
the next chapter




•
 
building materials were next in importance.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
on the first or soonest occasion after the present; immediately afterward




•
 
wondering what would happen next




•
 
next, I heard the sound of voices.










2.
 
[with 
superlative

 ]
 — following in the specified order




•
 
Joe was the next oldest after Martin.














III.
 
noun




the next person or thing




•
 
one moment he wasn't there, the next he was




•
 
the week 
after next

 .














IV.
 
preposition






‹archaic›

 next to




•
 
he plodded along next him.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
next in line






immediately below the present holder of a position in order of succession




•
 
he is 
next in line to

 the throne.















2.
 
next to





a.
 
in or into a position immediately to one side of; beside




•
 
we sat next to each other.










b.
 
following in order or importance




•
 
next to buying a whole new wardrobe, nothing lifts the spirits quite like a new hairdo!










c.
 
almost




•
 
Charles knew 
next to nothing

 about farming.










d.
 
in comparison with




•
 
next to her I felt like a fraud.















3.
 
the next world






(according to some religious beliefs) the place where one goes after death.









4.
 
what next






an expression of surprise or amazement.















– origin

 Old English 
nēhsta

 ‘nearest,’ superlative of 
nēah

 ‘nigh’; compare with Dutch 
naast

 and German 
nächste

 .





next best






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
second in order of preference; to be preferred if one's first choice is not available




•
 


the next best thing

 to flying is gliding.



















next door

 
/ˌnekst ˈdôr/





I.
 
adverb




in or to the next house or room




•
 
the caretaker lives next door.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
next-door

 )


1.
 
living or situated next door




•
 
next-door neighbors.














III.
 
noun




the building, room, or people next door




•
 
a bleary-eyed man emerged from next door.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
the boy (or girl) next door






a person or type of person perceived as familiar, approachable, and dependable, typically in the context of a romantic partnership.









2.
 
next door to





a.
 
in the next house or room to




•
 
the Old Executive Office Building next door to the White House.










b.
 
nearly; almost; near to




•
 
it is next door to impossible.























next of kin






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a person's closest living relative or relatives.













nexus

 
/ˈneksəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a connection or series of connections linking two or more things




•
 
the nexus between industry and political power.










2.
 
a connected group or series




•
 
a nexus of ideas.










3.
 
the central and most important point or place




•
 
the nexus of all this activity was the disco.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘a binding together,’ from 
nex-

 ‘bound,’ from the verb 
nectere

 .





Nez Percé

 
/ˌnez ˈpərz, pərˈsā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of central Idaho, northeastern Oregon, and southeastern Washington.




2.
 
the Sahaptian language of the Nez Percé.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nez Percé or their language.











– origin

 French, literally ‘pierced nose.’





NF






abbreviation




Newfoundland (in official postal use).













n/f

 
N/F






abbreviation




no funds.













NFC






abbreviation



1.
 
National Finance Center.




2.
 
National Football Conference.




3.
 
near field communication, a technology allowing the short-range wireless intercommunication of mobile phones and other electronic devices for purposes such as making payments


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
simply hold your phone against another NFC device to begin a connection.



















NFL






abbreviation




National Football League.













Nfld






abbreviation




Newfoundland.













NFZ






abbreviation




no-fly zone.













ng






abbreviation




nanogram(s).













NG






abbreviation



1.
 
National Guard.




2.
 
natural gas.




3.
 
newsgroup.




4.
 
no good.




5.
 


[Football]

 nose guard.














Ngaliema, Mount

 
/əNGˌɡälēˈāmə/






Zairean name for Mount Stanley (see Stanley, Mount
 ).









NGF






abbreviation



1.
 
National Golf Foundation.




2.
 
nerve growth factor.













NGO

 
/ˌenjēˈō/






abbreviation




nongovernmental organization.













ngoma

 
/(ə)NGˈɡōmə/





I.
 
noun




(in East Africa) a dance; a night of dancing and music.











– origin

 Kiswahili, literally ‘drum, dance, music.’





Ngoni

 
/əNGˈɡōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people now living chiefly in Malawi.




2.
 
(
ngoni

 )
 — a kind of traditional African drum.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Ngoni.











– origin

 a local name.





Ngorongoro

 
/əNGˌɡôrōNGˈɡôrō/






an extinct volcanic crater in the Great Rift Valley in northeastern Tanzania, 126 sq. mi. (326 sq. km.) in area.









NGU






abbreviation




nongonococcal urethritis.













ngultrum

 
/əNGˈɡəltrəm/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Bhutan, equal to 100 chetrum.











– origin

 Dzongkha.





Nguni

 
/əNGˈɡo͞onē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples living mainly in southern Africa.




2.
 
the group of closely related Bantu languages, including Ndebele, Swazi, Xhosa, and Zulu, spoken by the Nguni.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nguni or their languages.











– origin

 from Zulu.





ngwee

 
/əNGˈɡwē/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Zambia, equal to one hundredth of a kwacha.











– origin

 a local word.





NH






abbreviation




New Hampshire (in official postal use).













NHL






abbreviation




National Hockey League.














Ni






symbol




the chemical element nickel.













niacin

 
/ˈnīəsən/






noun




another term for nicotinic acid
 .














Niagara Falls

 
/nīˌaɡ(ə)rə ˈfôlz/





I.
 
waterfalls on the Niagara River that consist of two principal parts separated by Goat Island: the Horseshoe Falls adjoin the western (Canadian) bank and fall 158 feet (47 m); the American Falls adjoin the eastern (US) bank and fall 167 feet (50 m).




II.
 
a city in upper New York located on the right bank of the Niagara River beside Niagara Falls; pop. 51,345 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in Canada, in southern Ontario, situated on the left bank of the Niagara River beside Niagara Falls, opposite the city of Niagara Falls, US, to which it is linked by bridges; pop. 82,184 (2006).









Niagara River






a river in North America that flows north for 35 miles (56 km) from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario and forms part of the border between Canada and the US.









Niamey

 
/nēäˈmā/






the capital of Niger, a port on the Niger River; pop. 915,000 (est. 2007).










nib

 
/nib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the pointed end part of a pen, which distributes the ink on the writing surface.




2.
 
a pointed or projecting part of an object.




3.
 
(
nibs

 )
 — shelled and crushed coffee or cocoa beans.




4.
 
small pieces of caramel, licorice, or other sweets.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘beak, nose’): probably from Middle Dutch 
nib

 or Middle Low German 
nibbe

 , variant of 
nebbe

 ‘beak’ (see neb
 ).






nibble

 
/ˈnibəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
take small bites out of


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he sat nibbling a cookie




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
nibbled at

 her food.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — eat in small amounts, especially between meals.




3.
 
gently bite at (a part of the body), especially amorously or nervously


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Tamar nibbled her bottom lip




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
nibbled at

 her earlobe.










4.
 
gradually erode or eat away


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
inflation was 
nibbling away at

 spending power.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — show cautious interest in a project or proposal




•
 
there's a New York agent nibbling.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an instance of nibbling something.




2.
 
a small piece of food bitten off.




3.
 
(
nibbles

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 small savory snacks, typically eaten before a meal or with drinks.




4.
 
an expression of cautious interest in a project or proposal




•
 
now and then she gets a nibble, but no one will commit to an interview.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with Low German 
nibbeln

 ‘gnaw.’





nibbler

 
/ˈnib(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person who habitually nibbles at food.




2.
 
a cutting tool in which a rapidly reciprocating punch knocks out a line of overlapping small holes from a metal sheet.














Nibelung

 
/ˈnēbəˌlo͝oNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Germanic Mythology]

 a member of a Scandinavian race of dwarfs, owners of a hoard of gold and magic treasures, who were ruled by Nibelung, king of Nibelheim (land of mist).




2.
 


[Germanic Mythology]

 (in the 
Nibelungenlied

 ) a supporter of Siegfried or one of the Burgundians who stole the hoard from him.











– origin

 from Old High German, from 
nibel

 ‘mist’ + the patronymic ending 
-ung

 .





Nibelungenlied

 
/ˌnēbəˈlo͝oNGənˌlēd/





I.
 
a 13th-century German poem, embodying a story found in the (Poetic) Edda, telling of the life and death of Siegfried, a prince of the Netherlands. There have been many adaptations of the story, including Wagner's epic music drama 
Der Ring des Nibelungen

 (1847–74).







– origin

 German, from the name Nibelung
 + 
Lied

 ‘song.’





niblet

 
/ˈniblit/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a small piece of food, in particular a kernel of corn.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nibble
 + -let
 .





niblick

 
/ˈniblik/





I.
 
noun






[Golf]

 
‹dated›

 an iron with a heavy, lofted head, such as a nine-iron, used especially for playing out of bunkers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





nibs

 
/nibz/





I.
 
noun

 — (
his nibs

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a mock title used to refer to a self-important man, especially one in authority.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with earlier 
nabs

 , used similarly with a possessive adjective as in 
his nabs

 , on the pattern of references to the aristocracy such as 
his lordship

 .





NIC

 
/ˈˌen ˈˌī ˈsē nik/






abbreviation




newly industrialized country.













NiCad

 
/ˈnīkad /

 


‹trademark›

 Nicad





I.
 
noun




a battery or cell with a nickel anode, a cadmium cathode, and a potassium hydroxide electrolyte. NiCads are used chiefly as a rechargeable power source for portable equipment.











– origin

 1950s: blend of nickel
 and cadmium
 .





Nicaea

 
/nīˈsēə/






an ancient city in Asia Minor, on the site of modern Iznik in Turkey. Two ecumenical councils of the early Christian Church were held here in 325 and 787.

See also Nicene Creed
 .









Nicaragua

 
/nikəˈräɡwə/







1.
 
a country, the largest, in Central America, with a coastline on both the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans; pop. 5,891,200 (est. 2009); capital, Managua; official language, Spanish.





Colonized by the Spaniards, Nicaragua broke away from Spain in 1821 and became an independent republic in 1838. In 1979, the dictator Anastasio Somoza was overthrown by a popular revolution; the new left-wing Sandinista regime then faced a counterrevolutionary guerrilla campaign by the US-backed Contras. The Sandinistas lost power to an opposition coalition in the 1990 election and were defeated again in 1996 and 2001.









Nicaragua, Lake






a lake near the western coast of Nicaragua, the largest lake in Central America.









Nicaraguan

 
/nikəˈräɡwən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Nicaragua or its people




•
 
a new movement in Nicaraguan literature.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Nicaragua, or a person of Nicaraguan descent




•
 
a Nicaraguan invited to teach at Harvard.




















nice

 
/nīs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pleasant; agreeable; satisfactory




•
 
we had a nice time




•
 
that wasn't very 
nice of

 him




•
 
Jeremy had been very 
nice to

 her.










2.
 
(of a person) pleasant in manner; good-natured; kind




•
 
he's a really nice guy.










3.
 
fine or subtle




•
 
a nice distinction.










4.
 
requiring careful thought or attention




•
 
a nice point.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 fastidious; scrupulous.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
make nice (or nice-nice)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be pleasant or polite to someone, typically in a hypocritical way




•
 
the seat next to him was empty, so he wasn't required to make nice with a stranger.















2.
 
nice and ——






satisfactorily or adequately in terms of the quality described




•
 
it's nice and warm in here.















3.
 
nice one





a.
 


‹informal›

 expressing approval or commendation.




b.
 
used sarcastically to comment on an inept act




•
 
oh, nice one, she put her finger up to her eye and tugged at the skin.















4.
 
nice to meet you






a polite formula used on being introduced to someone.









5.
 
nice work








‹informal›

 expressing approval of a task well done.









6.
 
nice work if you can get it








‹informal›

 used to express envy of what is perceived to be another person's more favorable situation, especially if they seem to have reached it with little effort.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘stupid’): from Old French, from Latin 
nescius

 ‘ignorant,’ from 
nescire

 ‘not know.’ Other early senses included ‘coy, reserved,’ giving rise to ‘fastidious, scrupulous’: this led both to the sense ‘fine, subtle’ (regarded by some as the “correct” sense), and to the main current senses. / 
usage:

 
Nice

 originally had a number of meanings, including ‘fine, subtle, discriminating’ (they are not very nice in regard to the company they keep); ‘refined in taste, hard to please, fastidious’ (for company so nice, the finest caterers would be engaged); and ‘precise, strict’ (she has a nice sense of decorum). The overuse of 
nice

 to mean ‘pleasant, agreeable, satisfactory’ has rendered the word rather trite: we had a very nice time | this is a nice room | he's a nice boy.





Nice

 
/nēs/






a resort city on the French Riviera, near the border with Italy; pop. 348,721 (2007).









nice-looking

 
/ˌnīsˈlo͝okiNG/






adjective




pleasing to the eye; attractive




•
 
he was a nice-looking guy




•
 
nice-looking houses.



















nicely

 
/ˈnīslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a pleasant, agreeable, or attractive manner




•
 
nicely dressed in flowered cotton.










2.
 
satisfactorily; perfectly well




•
 
we're doing very nicely now.




















Nicene Creed

 
/ˈnīsēn, nīˈsēn/






a formal statement of Christian belief that is widely used in Christian liturgies, based on that adopted at the first Council of Nicaea in 325.









niceness

 
/ˈnīsnəs/






noun




the quality of being nice; pleasantness




•
 
her sheer niceness won her many friends.



















nicety

 
/ˈnīsədē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
niceties

 )


1.
 
a fine detail or distinction, especially one regarded as intricate and fussy




•
 
she was never interested in the niceties of Greek and Latin.










2.
 
accuracy or precision




•
 
she prided herself on her nicety of pronunciation.










3.
 
a minor aspect of polite social behavior; a detail of etiquette




•
 
we were brought up to observe the niceties.














II.
 
phrases





to a nicety






precisely.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘folly, foolish conduct’): from Old French 
nicete

 , based on Latin 
nescius

 ‘ignorant’ (see nice
 ).





niche

 
/niCH nēSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shallow recess, especially one in a wall to display a statue or other ornament.




2.
 
(
one's niche

 )
 — a comfortable or suitable position in life or employment




•
 
he is now a partner at a leading law firm and feels he has found his niche.










3.
 


[Ecology]

 a position or role taken by a kind of organism within its community. Such a position may be occupied by different organisms in different localities, e.g., antelopes in Africa and kangaroos in Australia.




4.
 
a specialized segment of the market for a particular kind of product or service




•
 
he believes he has found a niche in the market




•
 
smaller cooperatives must find and develop a niche for their speciality product.














II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to products, services, or interests that appeal to a small, specialized section of the population




•
 
other companies in this space had to adapt to being niche players




•
 
a niche show that ran on late-night television




•
 
the video game industry is no longer niche.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or position (something) in a niche.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘recess,’ from 
nicher

 ‘make a nest,’ based on Latin 
nidus

 ‘nest.’





Nichiren

 
/ˈnēCHēˌren /

 
Nichiren Buddhism






noun




a Japanese Buddhist sect founded by the religious teacher 
Nichiren

 (1222–82) with the Lotus Sutra as its central scripture.

See also Soka Gakkai
 .













Nicholas

 
/ˈnik(ə)ləs/





I.
 
the name of two tsars of Russia.




II.
 


Nicholas I

 (1796–1855), brother of Alexander I; reigned 1825–55. At home he pursued rigidly conservative policies, while his expansionism in the Near East led to the Crimean War.




III.
 


Nicholas II

 (1868–1918), son of Alexander III; reigned 1894–1917. Forced to abdicate after the Russian Revolution in 1917, he was shot along with his family a year later.










Nicholas, St.






(4th century), Christian prelate. Said to have been bishop of Myra in Lycia, he is the patron saint of children, sailors, Greece, and Russia. The cult of Santa Claus (a corruption of his name) comes from the Dutch custom of giving gifts to children on his feast day. Feast day December 6.









Nichols, Mike

 
/ˈnikəlz/






(1931–2014), US director; born in Germany; born 
Michael Igor Peschowsky

 . He directed 
Barefoot in the Park

 (1963), 
The Odd Couple

 (1965), and 
Annie

 (1977) on Broadway. Movies he directed include 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

 (1966), 
The Graduate

 (1967), 
The Birdcage

 (1996), and 
Charlie Wilson's War

 (2007).









Nicholson, Ben

 
/ˈnikəlsən/






(1894–1982), English painter; full name 
Benjamin Lauder Nicholson

 . A pioneer of British abstract art, he was noted for his painted reliefs with circular and rectangular motifs.









Nicholson, Jack






(1937–), US actor; full name 
John Joseph Nicholson

 . Notable movies: 
Easy Rider

 (1969), 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

 (1975), 
Terms of Endearment

 (1983), 
As Good as It Gets

 (1997), 
About Schmidt

 (2002), and 
The Departed

 (2006).









nichrome

 
/ˈnīkrōm /

 
Nichrome





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an alloy of nickel with chromium (10 to 20 percent) and sometimes iron (up to 25 percent), used chiefly in high-temperature applications such as electrical heating elements.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of nickel
 and chrome
 .





nick

 
/nik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cut or notch.




2.
 
(
the nick

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 prison.




3.
 
a police station.




4.
 
the junction between the floor and sidewalls in a court for playing tennis or squash.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a nick or nicks in




•
 
he had nicked himself while shaving.










2.
 
(
nick someone for

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 cheat someone of (something, typically a sum of money)




•
 
he nicked me for fifteen hundred dollars.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 steal




•
 
he'd had his car nicked by joyriders.










4.
 
arrest or apprehend (someone)




•
 
I got 
nicked for

 burglary.














III.
 
phrases





in the nick of time






only just in time.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






nickel

 
/ˈnik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Ni

 )
 — a silvery-white metal, the chemical element of atomic number 28.

Nickel occurs naturally in various minerals, and the earth's core is believed to consist largely of metallic iron and nickel. The chief use of nickel is in alloys, esp. with iron, to which it imparts strength and resistance to corrosion, and with copper for coinage.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a five-cent coin; five cents.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat with nickel.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: shortening of German 
Kupfernickel

 , the copper-colored ore from which nickel was first obtained, from 
Kupfer

 ‘copper’ + 
Nickel

 ‘demon’ (with reference to the ore's failure to yield copper).





nickel-and-dime

 
/ˌnikəl ən ˈdīm /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a financial strain on (someone) by charging small amounts for many minor services




•
 
we don't nickel-and-dime our customers like some vendors that charge extra for every little utility.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of little importance; petty




•
 
the only games this weekend are nickel-and-dime stuff.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally designating a store selling articles costing five or ten cents.





nickel brass






noun




an alloy of copper, zinc, and a small amount of nickel.













nickel-cadmium battery






noun




a storage battery with a negative electrode made of cadmium, a positive electrode of nickel oxide, and a solution of potassium hydroxide as the electrolyte. Nickel-cadmium batteries have the advantage of an airtight battery container, which prevents the corrosive electrolyte from leaking.













nickelodeon

 
/ˌnikəˈlōdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a jukebox, originally one operated by the insertion of a nickel coin.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a movie theater with an admission fee of one nickel.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from nickel
 in the sense ‘five-cent coin’ + a shortened form of melodeon
 .





nickel silver

 
/ˈnikəl ˈsilvər/






noun




another term for German silver
 .













nickel steel






noun




a type of stainless steel containing chromium and nickel.













nicker1


 
/ˈnikər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) give a soft, low, breathy whinny.








II.
 
noun




a nickering sound.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative.





nicker2


 
/ˈnikər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a pound sterling.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Nicklaus, Jack William

 
/ˈnikləs/






(1940–), US golfer. He won more than 80 tournaments during his professional career, including the Masters (1963, 1965, 1966, 1972, 1975, 1986), the PGA (1963, 1971, 1973, 1975, 1980), the US Open (1962, 1967, 1972, 1980), and the British Open (1966, 1970, 1978).









nicknack

 
/ˈnikˌnak/






noun




variant spelling of knickknack
 .














nickname

 
/ˈnikˌnām/





I.
 
noun




a familiar or humorous name given to a person or thing instead of or as well as the real name.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
give a nickname to; call by a nickname




•
 
his fraternity brothers nicknamed him “The Bird” because of his skydiving skills.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from 
an eke-name

 (
eke

 meaning ‘addition’: see eke
 2
 ), misinterpreted, by wrong division, as 
a neke name

 .





Nicobarese

 
/ˌnikəbäˈrēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Nicobar Islands.




2.
 
an ancient language spoken in the Nicobar Islands, distantly related to the Mon-Khmer and Munda families.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nicobar Islands, their inhabitants, or their language.













Niçois

 
/nēˈswä/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the city of Nice, France.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of Nice or its inhabitants




•
 
the Niçois dialect.










2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — denoting food that is characteristic of Nice or the surrounding region, typically garnished with tomatoes, capers, and anchovies




•
 
salade Niçoise.

















– origin

 French.





Nicollet, Joseph Nicolas

 
/ˌnikəˈlet/






(1786–1843), US explorer; born in France. With John Frémont as his assistant, he led a government surveying expedition that mapped the region between the upper Mississippi and Missouri rivers 1838–39.









Nicol prism

 
/ˈnikəl ˌprizəm/





I.
 
noun




a device for producing plane-polarized light, consisting of two pieces of optically clear calcite or Iceland spar cemented together with Canada balsam in the shape of a prism.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William 
Nicol

 (died 1851), the Scottish physicist who invented it.





Nicosia

 
/ˌnikəˈsēə/






the capital of Cyprus; pop. 233,000 (est. 2007). Since 1974 it has been divided into Greek and Turkish sectors.










nicotiana

 
/niˌkōSHēˈänə/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental plant related to tobacco, with tubular flowers that are particularly fragrant at night.

Also called tobacco plant
 . [Genus 
Nicotiana

 , family 
Solanaceae

 : several species, in particular 
N. alata

 .]











– origin

 from modern Latin 
nicotiana (herba

 ) ‘tobacco (plant),’ named after Jean 
Nicot

 , a 16th-cent. French diplomat who introduced tobacco to France in 1560.





nicotinamide

 
/ˌnikəˈtinəˌmīd, -ˈtēn-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is the form in which nicotinic acid often occurs in nature.

[The amide of nicotinic acid; chem. formula: (C5
 H4
 N)CONH2
 .]













nicotine

 
/ˈnikəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a toxic colorless or yellowish oily liquid that is the chief active constituent of tobacco. It acts as a stimulant in small doses, but in larger amounts blocks the action of autonomic nerve and skeletal muscle cells. Nicotine is also used in insecticides.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C10
 H14
 N2
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from nicotiana
 + -ine
 4
 .





nicotine patch

 
/ˈnikəˌtēn ˌpaCH/






noun




a patch impregnated with nicotine and worn on the skin by a person trying to give up smoking. Nicotine is gradually absorbed into the bloodstream, helping reduce the craving for cigarettes.














nicotinic acid

 
/ˌnikəˌtēnik ˈasəd ˌnikəˌtinik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a vitamin of the B complex that is widely distributed in foods such as milk, wheat germ, and meat, and can be synthesized in the body from tryptophan. Its deficiency causes pellagra.

[Alternative name: 
3-pyridinecarboxylic acid

 ; chem. formula: (C5
 H4
 N)COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





nicotinate

 
/-ˈtēˌnāt /






noun





















nictate

 
/ˈniktāt /

 
nictitate





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 (especially of the eyelid) blink.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
nictat-

 ‘blinked,’ from the verb 
nictare

 . The variant 
nictitate

 is from the medieval Latin frequentative of 
nictare

 .





nictation

 
/nikˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the action or process of blinking.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
nictatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
nictare

 ‘to blink.’






nictitating membrane

 
/ˌniktətādiNG ˈmembrān/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a whitish or translucent membrane that forms an inner eyelid in birds, reptiles, and some mammals. It can be drawn across the eye to protect it from dust and keep it moist.

Also called third eyelid
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
nictitating

 based on medieval Latin 
nictitat-

 ‘blinked,’ frequentative of 
nictare

 .






nidation

 
/nīˈdāSHən/





I.
 
noun




another term for implantation
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
nidus

 ‘nest’ + -ation
 .





nide

 
/nīd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a brood or nest of pheasants.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
nid

 or Latin 
nidus

 ‘nest.’





nidicolous

 
/nīˈdikələs/





I.
 
adjective




another term for altricial
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
nidus

 ‘nest’ + 
-colus

 ‘inhabiting’ (from the verb 
colere

 ‘live in, cultivate’).





nidification

 
/ˌnidəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 nest-building.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nidificat-

 ‘made into a nest’ (from the verb 
nidificare

 , from 
nidus

 ‘nest’) + -ation
 .





nidifugous

 
/nīˈdifyəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective




another term for precocial
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
nidus

 ‘nest’ + 
fugere

 ‘flee’ + -ous
 .





nidus

 
/ˈnīdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place in which something is formed or deposited; a site of origin.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a place in which bacteria have multiplied or may multiply; a focus of infection.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘place in which eggs or embryos are deposited’): from Latin, literally ‘nest.’





Niebuhr, Reinhold

 
/ˈnēˌbo͝or/






(1892–1971), US theologian and political activist. Professor of Christian ethics at Union Theological Seminary 1928–60, he wrote 
Moral Man and Immoral Society

 (1932) and 
The Irony of American History

 (1952).









niece

 
/nēs/





I.
 
noun




a daughter of one's brother or sister, or of one's brother-in-law or sister-in-law.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
neptis

 ‘granddaughter,’ feminine of 
nepos

 ‘nephew, grandson’ (see nephew
 ), from an Indo-European root shared by Dutch 
nicht

 , German 
Nichte

 .






Niedersachsen

 
/ˈnēdərˌsäksən/






German name for Lower Saxony
 .









niello

 
/nēˈelō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a black compound of sulfur with silver, lead, or copper, used for filling in engraved designs in silver or other metals.




2.
 
objects decorated with this.








II.
 
derivatives





nielloed






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
nigellus

 , diminutive of 
niger

 ‘black.’





nielsbohrium

 
/ˌnēlzˈbôrēəm/





I.
 
noun




a name proposed by the American Chemical Society for the chemical element of atomic number 107, now called 
bohrium

 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of the scientist 
Niels Bohr

 (see Bohr, Niels
 ). The term was originally proposed (
c.

 1971) by Soviet scientists for element 105 (hahnium).





Nielsen, Carl August

 
/ˈnēlsən/






(1865–1931), Danish composer. He is best known for his six symphonies (1890–1925).









Niemeyer, Oscar

 
/ˈnēˌmīər/






(1907–2012), Brazilian architect. An early exponent of modernist architecture in Latin America, he designed the main public buildings of Brasilia (1950–60) and in 1996 created the Niterói Contemporary Art Museum in Rio de Janeiro.









niente

 
/nēˈentā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) with a soft sound or tone gradually fading to nothing.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘nothing.’





Niersteiner

 
/ˈni(ə)rˌstīnər, -ˌSHtīn-/






noun




a white Rhine wine produced in the region around Nierstein, a town in Germany.













Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm

 
/ˈnēCHə/





I.
 
(1844–1900), German philosopher. He is known for repudiating Christianity's compassion for the weak, exalting the “will to power,” and formulating the idea of the 
Übermensch

 (superman), who can rise above the restrictions of ordinary morality.




II.
 
derivatives





Nietzscheanism

 
/ˈnēCHēəˌnizəm /






noun





















Nietzschean

 
/ˈnēCHēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the German philosopher Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche or his ideas




•
 
the quest for self-determination leads to Nietzschean nihilism.














II.
 
noun




a person who supports the theories of the German philosopher Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche




•
 
he calls himself a kind of Nietzschean.



















nifedipine

 
/nīˈfedəpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that acts as a calcium antagonist and is used as a coronary vasodilator in the treatment of cardiac and circulatory disorders.











– origin

 1970s: from 
ni(tro-)

 + 
fe

 (alteration of phenyl
 ) + di-
 1
 + 
p(yrid)ine

 , elements of the systematic name.





Niflheim

 
/ˈnifəlˌhīm ˈnivəlˌhām /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›






I.
 
an underworld of eternal cold, darkness, and mist inhabited by those who died of old age or illness.







– origin

 from Old Norse 
Niflheimr

 , literally ‘world of mist.’





nifty

 
/ˈniftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 particularly good, skillful, or effective




•
 
nifty footwork.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fashionable; stylish




•
 
a nifty black shirt.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
niftily

 
/ˈniftəlē /






adverb













2.
 
niftiness

 
/ˈniftēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





nigella

 
/nīˈjelə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes love-in-a-mist.

[Genus 
Nigella

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, feminine of Latin 
nigellus

 , diminutive of 
niger

 ‘black.’





Niger





I.
 

/ˈnījər /

 — a river in northwestern Africa that rises on the northeastern border of Sierra Leone and flows northeast and then southeast in a great arc for 2,550 miles (4,100 km) to Mali and through western Niger and Nigeria before turning south into the Gulf of Guinea.




II.
 

/nēˈZHer ˈnījər /

 — a landlocked country in West Africa, on the southern edge of the Sahara Desert; pop. 15,306,300 (est. 2009); capital, Niamey; languages, French (official), Hausa, and other West African languages.





Part of French West Africa from 1922, it became an autonomous republic within the French Community in 1958 and fully independent in 1960. Niger's first free elections were held in 1993.





Niger–Congo






adjective




denoting or belonging to a large phylum of languages in Africa, named after the rivers Niger and Congo. It comprises most of the languages spoken by the indigenous peoples of Africa south of the Sahara and includes the Bantu, Mande, Gur, and Kwa families.














Nigeria

 
/ˌnīˈjirēə/







1.
 
a country on the coast of West Africa, bordered by the Niger River on the north; pop. 149,229,100 (est. 2009); capital, Abuja; languages, English (official), Hausa, Ibo, Yoruba, and others.





The site of highly developed kingdoms in the Middle Ages, the area came under British influence during the 19th century and was consolidated into a single colony in 1914. Independence came in 1960, and it became a federal republic in 1963, while remaining a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. Oil was discovered in the 1960s and 1970s; since then, Nigeria has emerged as one of the world's major exporters.









Nigerian

 
/nīˈjirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Nigeria or its people




•
 
traditional Nigerian clothing.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Nigeria, or a person of Nigerian descent




•
 
all Nigerians over the age of eighteen are eligible to vote.



















Nigerien

 
/nēˈZHerēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Niger or its people




•
 
a well-known Nigerien writer.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Niger, or a person of Nigerien descent




•
 
this project will be carried out entirely by Nigeriens.



















nigga

 
/ˈniɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 respelling of nigger
 (typically representing urban African-American speech).











usage:

 The distinct pronunciation and spelling of 
nigga

 are sometimes deliberately adopted to distinguish it from 
nigger

 , especially when used by black people in a neutral sense. However, the word remains strongly racially offensive, especially when used by a nonblack person. See usage at nigger
 .





niggard

 
/ˈniɡərd/





I.
 
noun




a stingy or ungenerous person.








II.
 
adjective




archaic term for niggardly
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of earlier 
nigon

 . / 
usage:

 The words 
niggard

 and 
niggardly

 have no connection with the highly offensive term 
nigger

 , but because of the similarity of sound and its negative meaning of ‘mean, ungenerous,’ many people are uncomfortable with using it for fear of causing offense, and in the US it is now widely avoided.






niggardly

 
/ˈniɡərdlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not generous; stingy




•
 
serving out the rations with a niggardly hand.










2.
 
meager; scanty




•
 
their share is a niggardly 2.7 percent.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in a stingy or meager manner.








III.
 
derivatives





niggardliness

 
/ˈniɡərdlēnəs /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at niggard
 .






nigger

 
/ˈniɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹offensive›

 a contemptuous term for a black or dark-skinned person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from earlier 
neger

 , after Latin 
niger

 ‘black’ (see Negro
 ). / 
usage:

 The word 
nigger

 has been used as a strongly negative term of contempt for a black person since at least the 18th century. Today it remains one of the most racially offensive words in the language. Also referred to as ‘the n-word,’ 
nigger

 is sometimes used by black people in reference to other black people in a neutral manner (in somewhat the same way that queer has been adopted by some gay and lesbian people as a term of self-reference, acceptable only when used by those within the community).





niggle

 
/ˈniɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause slight but persistent annoyance, discomfort, or anxiety




•
 
a suspicion 
niggled at

 the back of her mind




•
 (as 
adj.

 
niggling

 )
 
niggling aches and pains.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — find fault with (someone) in a petty way




•
 
colleagues say he loved to niggle and criticize people.














II.
 
noun




a trifling complaint, dispute, or criticism.








III.
 
derivatives





nigglingly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘do something in a fiddling or ineffectual way’): apparently of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian 
nigla

 . Current senses date from the late 18th cent.





nigh

 
/nī/





I.
 
adverb, preposition, adjective



1.
 
near


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
departure time was drawing nigh




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they drew nigh unto the city.










2.
 
almost


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
a car weighing 
nigh on

 two tons




•
 
recovery will be 
well nigh

 impossible.

















– origin

 Old English 
nēh

 , 
nēah

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
na

 , German 
nah

 . Compare with near
 .






night

 
/nīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the period of darkness in each twenty-four hours; the time from sunset to sunrise




•
 
a moonless night




•
 
the office door is always locked 
at night

 .










2.
 
the night as the interval between two days




•
 
a two-bedroom cabin costs $90 per night




•
 
somebody put him up for the night.










3.
 
the darkness of night




•
 
a line of watchfires stretched away into the night.










4.
 


‹literary›

 nightfall.




5.
 
the period of time between afternoon and bedtime; an evening




•
 
he was not allowed to go out on weekday nights.










6.
 
an evening appointed for some activity, or spent or regarded in a certain way




•
 
wasn't it a great 
night out

 ?














II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 short for good night
 .








III.
 
phrases





night and day






all the time; constantly




•
 
she studied night and day.


















IV.
 
derivatives





nightless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
neaht

 , 
niht

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nacht

 and German 
Nacht

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
nox

 and Greek 
nux

 .





night adder






noun




a venomous nocturnal African viper.

[Genus 
Causus

 , family 
Viperidae

 : several species, in particular the gray and black 
C. rhombeatus

 , common in southern Africa.]













nightbird

 
/ˈnītbərd/






noun




another term for night owl
 .














night blindness

 
/nīt ˈblīn(d)nis/






noun




less technical term for nyctalopia
 .













night-blooming cereus






noun




a tropical climbing cactus with aerial roots and heavily scented flowers that open only at night and are typically pollinated by bats.

[Genera 
Hylocereus

 and 
Selenicereus

 , family 
Cactaceae

 : several species, in particular 
H. undatus

 .]













nightcap

 
/ˈnītˌkap/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a cap worn in bed.




2.
 
an alcoholic or hot drink taken at the end of the day or before going to bed.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 the second game of a doubleheader




•
 
he pitched a four-hit shutout in the nightcap.



















nightclothes

 
/ˈnītˌklōT͟Hz/






plural noun




clothes worn to bed.













nightclub

 
/ˈnītˌkləb/





I.
 
noun




an establishment for nighttime entertainment, typically serving drinks and offering music, dancing, etc.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nightclubber






noun













2.
 
nightclubbing

 
/ˈnītˌkləbiNG /






noun





















night court






noun




a criminal court that holds sessions at night for granting bail and quickly disposing of charges.













night crawler

 
nightcrawler






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an earthworm, in particular one that comes to the surface at night and is collected for use as fishing bait.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is socially active at night




•
 
the bar and nightclub are hot items with chic night crawlers.



















nightdress

 
/ˈnītˌdres/






noun




another term for nightgown
 .













nightfall

 
/ˈnītˌfôl/






noun




the onset of night; dusk.














nightgown

 
/ˈnītˌɡoun/






noun



1.
 
a light, loose garment worn by a woman or child in bed.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a dressing gown.













nighthawk

 
/ˈnīthôk/






noun



1.
 
an American nightjar with sharply pointed wings.

[Family 
Caprimulgidae

 : four genera and several species, in particular the 
common nighthawk

 (
Chordeiles minor

 ).]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for night owl
 .













night heron






noun




a small short-necked heron that is active mainly at night.

[Genus 
Nycticorax

 , family 
Ardeidae

 : several species.]













nightie

 
/ˈnīdē/






noun






‹informal›

 a nightgown.













nightingale

 
/ˈnītnˌɡāl ˈnīdiNGˌɡāl/





I.
 
noun




a small European thrush with drab brownish plumage, noted for the rich melodious song of the male, heard especially at night in breeding season.

[
Luscinia megarhynchos

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
nihtegala

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nachtegaal

 and German 
Nachtigall

 , from the base of night
 and a base meaning ‘sing.’





Nightingale, Florence

 
/ˈnītnˌɡāl, ˈnītiNG-/






(1820–1910), English nurse and medical reformer. In 1854, during the Crimean War, she improved sanitation and medical procedures at the army hospital at Scutari, achieving a dramatic reduction in the mortality rate. She became known as the “Lady of the Lamp” for her nightly rounds.










nightjar

 
/ˈnītˌjär/






noun




a nocturnal insectivorous bird with gray-brown camouflaged plumage, large eyes and gape, and a distinctive call.

Also called goatsucker
 . [Family 
Caprimulgidae

 (the 
nightjar family

 ): several genera, esp. 
Caprimulgus

 , and many species, including the 
European nightjar

 (
C. europaeus

 ), which has a chirring call. The nightjar family also includes the nighthawks, pauraques, poor-wills, whippoorwills, and chuck-will's-widow.]













Night Journey






(in Muslim tradition) the journey through the air made by Muhammad, guided by the archangel Gabriel. They flew first to Jerusalem, where Muhammad prayed with earlier prophets, including Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, before entering the presence of Allah in heaven.









nightlife

 
/ˈnītˌlīf/






noun




social activities or entertainment available at night in a town or city.













nightlight

 
/ˈnītlīt/






noun




a small lamp, typically attached directly to an electrical outlet, providing a dim light during the night.













night lizard






noun




a small dull-colored nocturnal lizard with large scales or bony plates on the head, occurring from the southwestern US to Central America.

[Family 
Xantusiidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
desert night lizard

 (
Xantusia vigilis

 .]













nightlong

 
/ˈnītlôNG/






adjective




lasting throughout the night




•
 
a nightlong blizzard.



















nightly

 
/ˈnītlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening or done every night




•
 
his prime-time, nightly TV talk show.










2.
 
happening, done, or existing in the night.








II.
 
adverb




every night




•
 
the hotel features live music nightly.




















nightmare

 
/ˈnītˌmer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frightening or unpleasant dream




•
 
I had nightmares after watching the horror movie.










2.
 
a terrifying or very unpleasant experience or prospect




•
 
the nightmare of racial hatred




•
 
an astronaut's 
worst nightmare

 is getting detached during an extravehicle activity.










3.
 
a person, thing, or situation that is very difficult to deal with




•
 
buying wine can be a nightmare if you don't know enough about it.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a female evil spirit thought to lie upon and suffocate sleepers): from night
 + Old English 
mære

 ‘incubus.’





nightmarish

 
/ˈnītˌmeriSH/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of a nightmare; very frightening or unpleasant




•
 
a nightmarish vision of the future




•
 
a nightmarish eight-hour journey.














II.
 
derivatives





nightmarishly

 
/ˈnītˌmeriSHlē /






adverb






















night monkey






noun




another term for douroucouli
 .














night owl






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is habitually active or wakeful at night.













nightrider

 
/ˈnītˌrīdər/






noun




a member of a secret band of mounted men who committed nocturnal acts of violence and intimidation against blacks in the southern US during Reconstruction.













nights

 
/nīts/






adverb






‹informal›

 during the night; at night




•
 
investments that won't keep us awake nights with worry.



















night school

 
/ˈnīt ˌsko͞ol/






noun




an institution providing evening classes for those working during the day.














nightshade

 
/ˈnītˌSHād/





I.
 
noun




a plant related to the potato, typically having poisonous black or red berries. Several kinds of nightshade have been used in the production of herbal medicines.

[
Solanum

 and other genera, family 
Solanaceae

 (the 
nightshade family

 ): several species, including the European 
woody nightshade

 (
S. dulcamara

 ), a climber with purple flowers and red berries. The nightshade family includes many commercially important plants (potato, tomato, capsicum peppers, tobacco) as well as a number of highly poisonous ones (henbane, jimson weed). See also deadly nightshade
 .]











– origin

 Old English 
nihtscada

 , apparently from night
 + shade
 , probably with reference to the dark color and poisonous properties of the berries. Compare with German 
Nachtschatten

 .





night shift

 
/ˈnīt ˌSHift/






noun



1.
 
the period of time scheduled for work at night, as in a factory or other institution.




2.
 
the employees who work during the night shift.













nightshirt

 
/ˈnītˌSHərt/






noun




a long, loose shirt worn to bed.













nightside

 
/ˈnītsīd/






noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the side of a planet or moon that is facing away from the sun and is therefore in darkness.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 the world at night; activities that take place during the night




•
 
nightside was the province of the professional criminals.




















night soil

 
/ˈnīt ˌsoil/






noun




human excrement collected at night from buckets, cesspools, and outhouses and sometimes used as manure.













nightspot

 
/ˈnītˌspät/






noun






‹informal›

 a nightclub.













nightstand

 
/ˈnītstand /

 
night table






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small low bedside table, typically having drawers.













nightstick

 
/ˈnītˌstik/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a police officer's club or billy.













night terrors






plural noun




feelings of great fear experienced on suddenly waking in the night.













nighttime

 
/ˈnītˌtīm/






noun




the time between evening and morning; the time of darkness




•
 
slipping away over the river in the nighttime




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the government imposed a nighttime curfew.



















night vision

 
/nīt ˈviZHən/





I.
 
noun




the faculty of seeing in very low light, especially after the eyes have become adapted.








II.
 
adjective




denoting devices that enhance nighttime vision




•
 
night-vision goggles.



















night watchman






noun




a person whose job is to guard a building at night.













nightwear

 
/ˈnītˌwer/






noun




clothing suitable for wearing to bed.













nigiri

 
/niˈɡirē/





I.
 
noun




sushi consisting of a small ball of rice smeared with wasabi sauce and topped with raw fish or other seafood




•
 
sushi may be the ultimate in sophisticated grab-and-go lunches, but making your own nigiri is surprisingly simple.

















– origin

 from Japanese 
nigirizushi

 , from 
nigiri-

 (combining form of 
nigiru

 , ‘clasp, clench, roll in the hands’) + 
-zushi

 (combining form of sushi
 ).





nigrescent

 
/ˌnīˈɡres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 blackish.








II.
 
derivatives





nigrescence






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
nigrescent-

 ‘growing black,’ from the verb 
nigrescere

 , from 
niger

 , 
nigr-

 ‘black.’





nigritude

 
/ˈniɡrəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 blackness.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nigritudo

 ‘blackness,’ from 
niger

 , 
nigr-

 ‘black.’





NIH






abbreviation




National Institutes of Health.













nihilism

 
/ˈnīəˌlizəm ˈnēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rejection of all religious and moral principles, often in the belief that life is meaningless.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 extreme skepticism maintaining that nothing in the world has a real existence.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the doctrine of an extreme Russian revolutionary party 
c.

 1900, which found nothing to approve of in the established social order.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
nihil

 ‘nothing’ + -ism
 .





nihilist

 
/ˈnīələst ˈnēəlist ˈnihilist/






noun



1.
 
a person who believes that life is meaningless and rejects all religious and moral principles




•
 
dogmatic atheists and nihilists could never defend the value of human life.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a supporter of an extreme Russian revolutionary party 
c.

 1900 which found nothing to approve of in the established social order.













nihilistic

 
/ˌnīəˈlistik ˌnēəˈlistik/






adjective




rejecting all religious and moral principles in the belief that life is meaningless




•
 
an embittered, nihilistic teenager.



















nihility

 
/nīˈhilitē, ˈnē-/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 nonexistence; nothingness.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
nihilitas

 , from Latin 
nihil

 ‘nothing.’





nihil obstat

 
/ˌnīhil ˈäbstat/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a certification by an official censor that a book is not objectionable on doctrinal or moral grounds.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘nothing hinders.’





Niigata

 
/ˌnēiˈɡädə/






an industrial port in central Japan, on the northwestern coast of Honshu; pop. 803,791 (2007).









Niihau

 
/ˈnēēˌhou/






an island in Hawaii, southwest of Kauai. Its residents are all native Hawaiians.









Nijinsky, Vaslav

 
/nəˈZHinskē, -ˈjin-, nyi-/






(1890–1950), Russian ballet dancer and choreographer; full name 
Vaslav Fomich Nijinsky

 . The leading dancer with Diaghilev's Ballets Russes from 1909, he also choreographed Debussy's 
L'Après-midi d'un faune

 (1912) and Stravinsky's 
The Rite of Spring

 (1913).









Nijmegen

 
/ˈnīˌmāɡən/






an industrial town in the eastern Netherlands, south of Arnhem; pop. 161,251 (2008).










-nik





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a person associated with a specified thing or quality




•
 
beatnik




•
 
refusenik.

















– origin

 from Russian (on the pattern of 
(sput)nik

 ) and Yiddish.





nikah

 
/niˈkä/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim marriage.











– origin

 Urdu and Arabic.





Nike

 
/ˈnīkē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the goddess of victory.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘victory.’





Nikkei index

 
/ˈnēkā ˌindeks/





I.
 
a figure indicating the relative price of representative shares on the Tokyo Stock Exchange. Also called 
Nikkei average

 .







– origin

 1970s: 
Nikkei

 , abbreviation of 
Ni(hon) Kei(zai Shimbun

 ) ‘Japanese Economic Journal.’






Nikolaev

 
/ˌnēkəˈlīəf/






Russian name for Mykolayiv
 .










nil

 
/nil/





I.
 
noun




zero, especially as a score in certain games




•
 
they beat us three-nil.














II.
 
adjective




nonexistent




•
 
his chances for survival were slim, almost nil.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, contraction of 
nihil

 ‘nothing.’





nil desperandum

 
/ˌnil ˌdespəˈrändəm/





I.
 
exclamation




do not despair; never despair.











– origin

 from Latin 
nil desperandum Teucro duce

 ‘no need to despair with Teucer as your leader,’ from Horace's 
Odes

 1.vii.27.





Nile

 
/nīl/






a river in eastern Africa, the longest river in the world, that rises in east central Africa near Lake Victoria and flows 4,160 miles (6,695 km) north through Uganda, South Sudan, Sudan, and Egypt to empty through a large delta into the Mediterranean Sea.

See also Blue Nile
 , Albert Nile
 , Victoria Nile
 , White Nile
 .









Nile blue





I.
 
noun




a pale greenish blue.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: suggested by French 
eau de Nil

 .





Nile crocodile






noun




a large crocodile with a long narrow head, native to Africa and Madagascar.

[
Crocodilus niloticus

 , family 
Crocodylidae

 .]













Nile green






noun




a pale bluish green.













Nile monitor






noun




a large heavily built African lizard that has grayish-olive skin with yellow markings and is semiaquatic.

[
Varanus niloticus

 , family 
Varanidae

 .]













Nile perch






noun




a large predatory fish found in lakes and rivers in northeastern and central Africa, widely caught for food or sport.

[
Lates niloticus

 , family 
Centropomidae

 .]













nilgai

 
/ˈnilɡī/





I.
 
noun




a large Indian antelope, the male of which has a blue-gray coat and short horns, and the female a tawny coat and no horns.

[
Boselaphus tragocamelus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
nīlgāī

 , from 
nīl

 ‘blue’ + 
gāī

 ‘cow.’





Nilgiri Hills

 
/ˌnilɡərē ˈhilz/






a range of hills in southern India, in western Tamil Nadu. They are a branch of the Western Ghats.









Nilometer

 
/nīˈlämədər/





I.
 
noun




a graduated pillar or other vertical surface, serving to indicate the height to which the Nile rises during its annual floods.








II.
 
derivatives





Nilometric

 
/ˌnīləˈmetrik /






adjective





















Nilo-Saharan

 
/ˌnīlōsəˈharən, -ˈhär-/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or belonging to a phylum of languages that includes the Nilotic family together with certain other languages of northern and eastern Africa.








II.
 
noun




the Nilo-Saharan phylum of languages.













Nilotic

 
/nīˈlädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Nile River or to the Nile region of Africa.




2.
 
denoting or belonging to a subgroup of Nilo-Saharan languages spoken in Egypt, Sudan, South Sudan, Kenya, and Tanzania. The western group includes Luo and Dinka; the eastern group includes Masai and Turkana.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Neilōtikos

 , from 
Neilos

 ‘Nile.’





nilpotent

 
/nilˈpōtnt/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 equal to zero when raised to a positive integral power.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nil
 + Latin 
potens

 , 
potent-

 ‘power.’





Nilsson, Birgit

 
/ˈnilsən/






(1918–2005), Swedish opera singer; full name 
Märta Birgit Nilsson

 . A soprano, she gained international success in the 1950s, being particularly noted for her interpretation of Wagnerian roles.









nim

 
/nim/





I.
 
noun




a game in which two players alternately take one or more objects from one of a number of heaps, each trying to take, or to compel the other to take, the last remaining object.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently from archaic 
nim

 ‘to take’ or from German 
nimm!

 ‘take!,’ imperative of 
nehmen

 .





nimble

 
/ˈnimbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
quick and light in movement or action; agile




•
 
with a deft motion of her nimble fingers.










2.
 
(of the mind) quick to comprehend




•
 
she is well-read and intellectually nimble.

















– origin

 Old English 
nǣmel

 ‘quick to seize or comprehend,’ related to 
niman

 ‘take,’ of Germanic origin. The 
-b-

 was added for ease of pronunciation.





nimble-fingered






adjective



1.
 
having or showing skill with the hands; dexterous




•
 
nimble-fingered guitar work.










2.
 
prone to steal




•
 
a nimble-fingered pickpocket.



















nimbleness

 
/ˈnimbəlnəs/






noun




the quality of being nimble.













nimbly

 
/ˈnimblē/






adverb




in a nimble way




•
 
the monkey leapt nimbly from rock to rock.



















nimbostratus

 
/ˌnimbōˈstradəs ˌnimbōˈstrādəs/





I.
 
noun




a type of cloud forming a thick uniform gray layer at low altitude, from which rain or snow often falls (without any lightning or thunder).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from nimbus
 + stratus
 .






nimbus

 
/ˈnimbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a luminous cloud or a halo surrounding a supernatural being or a saint.




2.
 
a light, color, etc., that surrounds someone or something.




3.
 
a large gray rain cloud


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
nimbus clouds.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘cloud, aureole.’





Nimby

 
/ˌnimbē/





I.
 
noun




a person who objects to the siting of something perceived as unpleasant or potentially dangerous in their own neighborhood, such as a landfill or hazardous waste facility, especially while raising no such objections to similar developments elsewhere.








II.
 
derivatives





Nimbyism

 
/-izəm /






noun



















– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
not in my back yard

 .






Nîmes

 
/nēm/






a city in southern France; pop. 147,114 (2006). It is noted for its well-preserved Roman remains.









niminy-piminy

 
/ˌnimənēˈpimənē/





I.
 
adjective




affectedly prim or refined




•
 
she had a niminy-piminy ladylike air.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: fanciful coinage; compare with namby-pamby
 .





Nimitz, Chester William

 
/ˈnimits/






(1885–1966), US naval officer. Chief of the Bureau of Navigation (1939–41), he became commander in chief of the Pacific Fleet after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. A noted strategist, he introduced the practice of island hopping, which contributed to many victories. Nimitz accepted the Japanese surrender for the US in 1945 aboard his flagship, the USS 
Missouri

 , and after World War II served as chief of naval operations 1945–47.









nimrod

 
/ˈnimräd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a skillful hunter.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an inept person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Hebrew 
Nimrōḏ

 , the name of the great-grandson of Noah, reputed for his skill as a hunter (see Gen. 10:8-9).





Nimrud

 
/ˈnimro͞od/






modern name of an ancient Mesopotamian city on the east bank of the Tigris south of Nineveh, near the modern city of Mosul. It was the capital of Assyria 879–722 
BC

 . The city was known in biblical times as Calah (Gen. 10:11); the modern name arose through association in Islamic mythology with the biblical figure of Nimrod.









Nin, Anaïs

 
/nin, nēn/






(1903–77), US writer, born in France. She published her first novel 
House of Incest

 in 1936 and went on to produce collections of short stories, essays, diaries, and erotica. She is noted for her introspective 
Diaries

 (1966–81).









Niña, La






noun




see La Niña
 .














nincompoop

 
/ˈniNGkəmˌpo͞op/





I.
 
noun




a foolish or stupid person.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from the given name 
Nicholas

 or from 
Nicodemus

 (by association with the Pharisee of this name, and his naive questioning of Jesus Christ; compare with French 
nicodème

 ‘simpleton’).





nine

 
/nīn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
ix

 or 
IX

 )
 — equivalent to the product of three and three; one more than eight, or one less than ten; 9




•
 
all nine justices agreed that the law could not stand




•
 
nine of the twelve members.










2.
 
a group or unit of nine individuals.




3.
 
nine years old




•
 
I was only nine.










4.
 
nine o'clock




•
 
it's ten to nine.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by nine.




6.
 
a playing card with nine pips.




7.
 
(
the Nine

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 the nine Muses.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
dressed to the nines






see dress
 .









2.
 
nine times out of ten






on nearly every occasion; almost always.















– origin

 Old English 
nigon

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
negen

 and German 
neun

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
nava

 , Latin 
novem

 , and Greek 
ennea

 .





Nine-eleven

 
9/11






see September 11
 .









ninefold

 
/ˈnīnfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
nine times as great or as numerous




•
 
a ninefold increase in the amount of traffic.










2.
 
having nine parts or elements.








II.
 
adverb




by nine times; to nine times the number or amount




•
 
consumption increased ninefold.



















ninepins

 
/ˈnīnˌpinz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a British game similar to bowling, using nine wooden pins and played in an alley; the traditional form of skittles.




2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the pins used in ninepins.








II.
 
phrases





go down (or drop or fall) like ninepins








(Brit.)

 succumb in large numbers or without much opposition.

















nineteen

 
/ˌnīnˈtēn ˈnīnˌtēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xix

 or 
XIX

 )
 — one more than eighteen; nine more than ten; 19




•
 
nineteen of the interviewees had never worked.










2.
 
nineteen years old




•
 
she married at nineteen.

















– origin

 Old English 
nigontȳne

 .





nineteenth

 
/ˌnīnˈtēnTH ˈnīnˌtēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number nineteen in a sequence; 19th




•
 
the late nineteenth century.










2.
 
each of nineteen equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
a nineteenth of an acre.



















nineteenth hole

 
/ˈˌnīnˈˌtēnTH hōl/






noun






‹informal›

 the bar in a golf clubhouse, as reached after a standard round of eighteen holes.













nine-to-five

 
/ˌnīntəˈfīv/





I.
 
adjective




used in reference to typical hours of work in an office, often to express an idea of routine or predictability




•
 
a nine-to-five job.














II.
 
noun




a nine-to-five job.








III.
 
derivatives





nine-to-fiver

 
/ˌnīn(t)əˈfīv(ə)r /






noun





















ninety

 
/ˈnīn(t)ē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xc

 or 
XC

 )
 — equivalent to the product of nine and ten; ten less than one hundred; 90




•
 
ninety acres of soybeans will be harvested.










2.
 
(
nineties

 )
 — the numbers from 90 to 99, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
art in the nineties.










3.
 
ninety years old




•
 
she is nearly ninety.










4.
 
ninety miles an hour




•
 
we passed the junction doing about ninety.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ninetieth

 
/ˈnīn(t)ēiTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
ninetyfold

 
/-ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
nigontig

 .





Nineveh

 
/ˈninəvə/






an ancient city located on the eastern bank of the Tigris River, opposite the modern city of Mosul. It was the oldest city of the ancient Assyrian empire and its capital until it was destroyed by a coalition of Babylonians and Medes in 612 
BC

 .









Ningxia

 
/ˈniNGˈSHä /

 
Ningsia






an autonomous region of north central China; capital, Yinchuan.









ninhydrin

 
/ninˈhīdrin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound that forms deeply colored products with primary amines and is used in analytical tests for amino acids.

[A ketone derivative of indene; chem. formula: C9
 H6
 O4
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
nin-

 (of unknown origin) + hydro-
 + -in
 1
 .





ninja

 
/ˈninjə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person skilled in ninjutsu.




2.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who excels in a particular skill or activity




•
 
the courses vary—you don't have to be a computer ninja to apply.

















– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘spy.’





ninjutsu

 
/ninˈjo͝otso͞o/





I.
 
noun




The traditional Japanese art of stealth, camouflage, and sabotage, developed in feudal times for espionage and now practiced as a martial art.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
nin

 ‘stealth’ + 
jutsu

 ‘art, science.’





ninny

 
/ˈninē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a foolish person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from innocent
 .





Niño, El






noun




see El Niño
 .













ninon

 
/ˈnēnän/





I.
 
noun




a lightweight sheer or silk fabric used for curtains and women's garments.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French.





ninth

 
/nīnTH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number nine in a sequence; 9th




•
 
the ninth century




•
 
the ninth of March.










2.
 
(
a ninth/one ninth

 )
 — each of nine equal parts into which something is or may be divided.




3.
 
the ninth finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
he came in ninth.










4.
 
the ninth and final inning of a regulation baseball game




•
 
he was rocked for five runs in the ninth.










5.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning nine consecutive notes in a diatonic scale.




6.
 


[Music]

 the note that is nine notes higher than the tonic of a diatonic scale or root of a chord.




7.
 


[Music]

 a chord in which the ninth note above the root forms an important component.








II.
 
derivatives





ninthly






adverb






















Niobe

 
/ˈnīəbē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of Tantalus. Apollo and Artemis, enraged because Niobe boasted herself superior to their mother Leto, slew her children and turned her into a stone.










niobium

 
/nīˈōbēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Nb

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 41, a silver-gray metal of the transition series, used in superconducting alloys.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Niobe
 , by association with her father Tantalus (so named because the element was first found in tantalite
 ).





nip1


 
/nip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pinch, squeeze, or bite sharply




•
 
the dog nipped him on the leg.










2.
 
(of the cold or frost) cause sharp pain or harm to




•
 
the vegetable garden, nipped now by frost.










3.
 
(
nip something off

 )
 — remove something by pinching or squeezing sharply.




4.
 


‹informal›

 defeat by a narrow margin.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 steal or snatch (something)




•
 
if I nipped a five-dollar bill I could slip it back the next day.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp pinch, squeeze, or bite.




2.
 
a feeling of biting cold




•
 
there was a real winter 
nip in the air

 .














III.
 
phrases





nip something in the bud






suppress or destroy something, especially at an early stage




•
 
the idea has been nipped in the bud at the local level.





















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Low German or Dutch origin.





nip2


 
/nip/





I.
 
noun




a small quantity or sip of liquor.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a sip or sips of liquor




•
 
the men nipped from the bottle.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally denoting a half-pint of ale): probably an abbreviation of the rare term 
nipperkin

 ‘small measure’; compare with Low German and Dutch 
nippen

 ‘to sip.’





Nip

 
/nip/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Japanese person.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of the synonym 
Nipponese

 , from 
Nippon

 (see Nippon
 ).





nipa

 
/ˈnēpə /

 
nipa palm





I.
 
noun




a palm tree with creeping roots, characteristic of mangrove swamps in India and the Pacific islands.

[
Nypa fruticans

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an alcoholic drink made from the sap of the tree): via Spanish or Portuguese from Malay 
nīpah

 .





nip and tuck





I.
 
adverb, adjective




neck and neck; closely contested


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
it was nip and tuck until the Tigers took the lead.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a cosmetic surgical operation.













nipper

 
/ˈnipər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a child, especially a small boy.




2.
 
(
nippers

 )
 — pliers, pincers, forceps, or a similar tool for gripping or cutting.




3.
 
an insect or other creature that nips or bites.




4.
 
(usu. 
nippers

 )
 — the grasping claw of a crab or lobster.













nipple

 
/ˈnipəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the small projection in which the mammary ducts of female mammals terminate and from which milk can be secreted.




2.
 
the corresponding vestigial structure in a male.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the flexible tip of a baby's pacifier or feeding bottle.




4.
 
a small projection on a device or machine, especially one from which oil, grease, or other fluid is dispensed in small amounts.




5.
 
a short section of pipe with a screw thread at each end for coupling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be nippled

 )


1.
 
provide (something) with a projection like a nipple




•
 
rocks nippled with limpets.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also as 
neble

 , 
nible

 ): perhaps a diminutive of neb
 .





nipplewort

 
/ˈniplwərt ˈniplˌwôrt/






noun




a yellow-flowered plant of the daisy family, growing in woods and empty lots.

[
Lapsana communis

 , family 
Compositae

 .]














Nippon

 
/ˈnipän niˈpän/





I.
 
Japanese name for Japan
 .







– origin

 literally ‘land where the sun rises or originates.’





Nipponese

 
/ˌnipəˈnēz/






noun, adjective




another term for Japanese
 .













nippy

 
/ˈnipē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of the weather) rather cold; chilly




•
 
it's a bit nippy this morning.










2.
 


‹informal›

 inclined to nip or bite




•
 
macaws can sometimes be nippy and unpredictable.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 quick; nimble.








II.
 
derivatives





nippily

 
/ˈnipəlē /






adverb





















niqab

 
/nəˈkäb/





I.
 
noun




a veil worn by some Muslim women in public, covering all of the face apart from the eyes.











– origin

 Arabic 
niqāb

 .





Niro, Robert De






see De Niro, Robert
 .









nirvana

 
/nərˈvänə nirˈvänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Buddhism) a transcendent state in which there is neither suffering, desire, nor sense of self, and the subject is released from the effects of karma and the cycle of death and rebirth. It represents the final goal of Buddhism.




2.
 
another term for moksha
 .




3.
 
a state of perfect happiness; an ideal or idyllic place




•
 
Hollywood's dearest dream of small-town nirvana.

















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
nirvāṇa

 , from 
nirvā

 ‘be extinguished,’ from 
nis

 ‘out’ + 
vā-

 ‘to blow.’





Niš

 
/nēSH /

 
Nish






a historically dominant industrial city in southeastern Serbia, on the Nišava River near its confluence with the Morava River; pop. 172,900 (est. 2008).









Nisan

 
/ˈnisən, nēˈsän/





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the seventh month of the civil and first of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of March and April.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
nīsān

 .






nisei

 
/nēˈsā /

 
Nisei





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person born in the US or Canada whose parents were immigrants from Japan.

Compare with issei
 and sansei
 .











– origin

 1940s: from Japanese, literally ‘second generation.’






Nishga

 
/ˈniSHɡə /

 
Niska





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a branch of the Tsimshian people of British Columbia inhabiting the Nass river basin.




2.
 
the dialect of Tsimshian spoken by the Nishga.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nishga or their language.











– origin

 the name in Nishga 
nisqá’a

 .





nisi

 
/ˈnīsī/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 (of a decree, order, or rule) taking effect or having validity only after certain specified conditions are met.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘unless.’





nisin

 
/ˈnīsin/





I.
 
noun




an antibiotic substance that is a mixture of related polypeptides and is used in some countries as a food preservative.

[This substance is produced by the bacterium 
Streptococcus lactis

 .]











– origin

 1940s: from (
Group) N i(nhibitory) s(ubstance

 ) + -in
 1
 .





Nissen hut

 
/ˈnis(ə)n ˌhət/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a hut made of corrugated iron with a concrete floor, similar to a Quonset hut.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Peter N. 
Nissen

 (1871–1930), the British engineer who invented it.






nit

 
/nit/





I.
 
noun




the egg or young form of a louse or other parasitic insect, especially the egg of a head louse attached to a human hair.








II.
 
phrases





pick nits








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 look for and criticize small or insignificant faults or errors; nitpick.












III.
 
derivatives





nitty






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hnitu

 ; related to Dutch 
neet

 and German 
Nisse

 .





nite

 
/nīt/






noun






‹informal›

 simplified spelling of night
 :




•
 
grist for a million late-nite TV jokes.




















niter

 
/ˈnīdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 nitre





I.
 
noun




another term for potassium nitrate
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
nitrum

 , from Greek 
nitron

 .





Niterói

 
/ˌnēdəˈroi/






an industrial port on the coast of southeastern Brazil, on Guanabara Bay opposite Rio de Janeiro; pop. 474,002 (2007).









nitery

 
/ˈnīdərē/






noun






‹informal›

 a nightclub.













nitinol

 
/ˈnitn-äl, -ôl/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of nickel and titanium.











– origin

 1960s: from the chemical symbols Ni
 and Ti
 + the initial letters of 
Naval Ordnance Laboratory

 (in Silver Spring, Maryland, where it was first produced).





nitpicking

 
/ˈnitˌpikiNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




looking for small or unimportant errors or faults, especially in order to criticize unnecessarily




•
 
a nitpicking legalistic exercise.














II.
 
noun




fussy fault-finding




•
 
nitpicking over tiny details.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nitpick

 
/ˈnitˌpik /






verb













2.
 
nitpicker

 
/ˈnitˌpik(ə)r /






noun













3.
 
nitpicky






adjective





















nitrate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈnītrāt /



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of nitric acid, containing the anion NO3
 −
 or the group —NO3
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 sodium nitrate, potassium nitrate, or ammonium nitrate, used as fertilizer




•
 
the fertilizer is usually a basic nitrate.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌnīˈtrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (a substance) with nitric acid (typically a concentrated mixture of nitric and sulfuric acids), especially so as to introduce nitro groups.








III.
 
derivatives





nitration

 
/nīˈtrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French (see niter
 , -ate
 1
 ).





nitrazepam

 
/nīˈtrazəˌpam/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a short-acting hypnotic drug of the benzodiazepine group, used to treat insomnia, myoclonic seizures, and infantile spasms.











– origin

 1960s: from 
nitr(o)

 + 
az(o-)

 + 
ep(ine)

 + 
am(ide)

 .






nitric

 
/ˈnītrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of or containing nitrogen with a higher valence, often five.

Compare with nitrous
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
(acide) nitrique

 (see niter
 , -ic
 ).






nitric acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless or pale yellow liquid acid that is corrosive and poisonous and has strong oxidizing properties, made in the laboratory by distilling nitrates with sulfuric acid.

[Chem. formula: HNO3
 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
acide nitrique

 .






nitric oxide

 
/ˈˌnītrik ˈäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless toxic gas formed in many reactions in which nitric acid is reduced, as in reaction with copper. It reacts immediately with oxygen to form nitrogen dioxide.

[Chem. formula: NO. Also called nitrogen monoxide
 .]













nitride

 
/ˈnītrīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of nitrogen with a more electropositive element.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
nitriding

 )


1.
 


[Metallurgy]

 heat steel in the presence of ammonia or other nitrogenous material so as to increase hardness and corrosion resistance.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
nitr-

 (from niter
 ) + -ide
 .





nitrify

 
/ˈnītrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 convert (ammonia or another nitrogen compound) into nitrites or nitrates.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 impregnate with nitrogen or nitrogen compounds.








II.
 
derivatives





nitrification

 
/ˌnītrəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
nitrifier

 .






nitrile

 
/ˈnītril ˈnīˌtrīl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing a cyanide group —CN bound to an alkyl group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
nitr-

 (from niter
 ) + 
-ile

 (alteration of -yl
 ).





nitrite

 
/ˈnītrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of nitrous acid, containing the anion NO2
 −
 or the group —NO2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
nitr-

 (from niter
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





nitro

 
/ˈnītrō/





I.
 
noun




short for nitroglycerin
 .








II.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 containing the nitro group
 .














nitro-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or containing nitric acid, nitrates, or nitrogen




•
 
nitrogenous.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 containing a nitro group




•
 
nitromethane.

















– origin

 from niter
 or nitrogen
 .





nitrobenzene

 
/ˌnītrōˈbenzēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a yellow oily liquid made by nitrating benzene, used in chemical synthesis.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 NO2
 .]














nitrocellulose

 
/ˌnītrōˈselyəˌlōs/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a highly flammable material made by treating cellulose with concentrated nitric acid, used to make explosives and celluloid.

Also called cellulose nitrate
 .













nitrofurantoin

 
/ˌnītrōfyo͝oˈran(t)ōən/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with antibacterial properties, used to treat infections of the urinary tract.

[A bicyclic furan derivative; chem. formula: C8
 H6
 N4
 O5
 .]














nitrogen

 
/ˈnītrəjən/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
N

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 7, a colorless, odorless unreactive gas that forms about 78 percent of the earth's atmosphere. Liquid nitrogen (made by distilling liquid air) boils at 77.4 kelvins (195.8°C) and is used as a coolant.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
nitrogène

 (see nitro-
 , -gen
 ).






nitrogen cycle






noun






[Ecology]

 the series of processes by which nitrogen and its compounds are interconverted in the environment and in living organisms, including nitrogen fixation and decomposition.













nitrogen dioxide

 
/ˈnītrəjən dīˈäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a reddish-brown poisonous gas used in the manufacture of nitric acid. It is also an air pollutant, a constituent of untreated automobile exhaust.

[Chem. formula: NO2
 . It usually exists in equilibrium with 
dinitrogen tetroxide

 , N2
 O4
 .]













nitrogen fixation






noun






[Biology]

 the chemical processes by which atmospheric nitrogen is assimilated into organic compounds, especially by certain microorganisms as part of the nitrogen cycle.














nitrogen monoxide






noun




another term for nitric oxide
 .













nitrogen mustard





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of organic compounds containing the group —N(CH2
 CH2
 Cl)2
 . They are powerful cytotoxic alkylating agents and some are used in chemotherapy to treat cancer.











– origin

 1940s: 
mustard

 denoting a substance chemically similar to mustard gas
 .






nitrogen narcosis






noun






[Medicine]

 a drowsy state induced by breathing air under higher than atmospheric pressure, for example, in deep-sea diving.













nitrogenous

 
/nīˈträjənəs/






adjective




containing nitrogen in chemical combination.














nitroglycerin

 
/ˌnītrōˈɡlisərən /

 
nitroglycerine






noun






[Chemistry]

 an explosive yellow liquid made by nitrating glycerol, used in explosives such as dynamite. It is also used in medicine as a vasodilator in the treatment of angina pectoris.

[Alternative name: 
glyceryl trinitrate

 ; chem. formula: CH2
 (NO3
 )CH(NO3
 )CH2
 (NO3
 ).]














nitro group






noun






[Chemistry]

 a group, —NO2
 , attached to an organic group in a molecule.













nitromethane

 
/ˌnītrōˈmeTHān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oily liquid used as a solvent and as a rocket fuel.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 NO2
 .]













nitrophilous

 
/nīˈträfələs/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) preferring soils rich in nitrogen.













nitrosamine

 
/nīˈtrōsəmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound containing the group NNO attached to two organic groups. Compounds of this kind are generally carcinogenic.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
nitroso-

 (relating to nitric oxide in combination) + amine
 .






nitrous

 
/ˈnītrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or containing nitrogen with a lower valence, often three.

Compare with nitric
 .




2.
 
of nitrogen; nitrogenous




•
 
the effect of nitrous emissions on acid rain.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
nitrosus

 ‘nitrous.’





nitrous acid

 
/ˈnītrəs ˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an unstable and weak acid, existing only in solution and in the gas phase, made by the action of acids on nitrites.

[Chem. formula: HNO2
 .]














nitrous oxide






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless gas with a sweetish odor, prepared by heating ammonium nitrate. It produces exhilaration or anesthesia when inhaled and is used as an anesthetic and as an aerosol propellant.

Also called laughing gas
 . [Chem. formula: N2
 O.]













nitty-gritty

 
/ˌnidēˈɡridē/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the nitty-gritty

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the most important aspects or practical details of a subject or situation




•
 
let's 
get down to the nitty-gritty

 of finding a job




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the nitty-gritty details.

















– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





nitwit

 
/ˈnitˌwit/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a silly or foolish person (often as a general term of abuse).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nitwitted

 
/ˈnitˌwidid /






adjective













2.
 
nitwittedness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently from nit
 + wit
 1
 .





Niue

 
/nēˈo͞oˌ(w)ā/






an island territory in the South Pacific Ocean east of Tonga; pop. 1,400 (est. 2009); capital, Alofi. Annexed by New Zealand in 1901, the island achieved self-government in free association with New Zealand in 1974. Niue is the world's largest coral island.









NIV






abbreviation




New International Version (of the Bible).













nival

 
/ˈnīvəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of a region of perpetual snow.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nivalis

 , from 
nix

 , 
niv-

 ‘snow.’





nivation

 
/ˌnīˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Geography]

 erosion of the ground beneath and at the sides of a snow bank, mainly as a result of alternate freezing and thawing.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
nix

 , 
niv-

 ‘snow’ + -ation
 .





Niven, David

 
/ˈnivən/






(1909–83), British actor. His movies include 
Around the World in 80 Days

 (1956) and 
Separate Tables

 (1958).









niveous

 
/ˈnivēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 snowy or resembling snow.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
niveus

 (from 
nix

 , 
niv-

 ‘snow’) + -ous
 .





Nivose

 
/nēˈvōz /

 
Nivôse





I.
 
noun




the fourth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from December 21 to January 19.











– origin

 French 
Nivôse

 , from Latin 
nivosus

 ‘snowy,’ from 
nix

 , 
niv-

 ‘snow.’






nix1


 
/niks /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




nothing




•
 
apart from that, nix.














II.
 
exclamation




expressing denial or refusal




•
 
“I owe you some money.” “Nix, nix.”














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 put an end to; cancel




•
 
he nixed the deal just before it was to be signed.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): from German, colloquial variant of 
nichts

 ‘nothing.’





nix2


 
/niks/





I.
 
noun




(in Germanic mythology) a water sprite.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German; related to the archaic English word 
nicker

 , denoting a water demon believed to live in the sea.





Nixon, Richard Milhous

 
/ˈniksən/






(1913–94), 37th president of the US 1969–74. His period of office was overshadowed by the Vietnam War. A Republican, he restored Sino-American diplomatic relations by his visit to China in 1972 and successfully ended the Vietnam War when peace negotiations were concluded by his secretary of state, Henry Kissinger, in 1973. Although he was re-elected in 1972, he became the first president to resign from office, owing to his involvement in the Watergate scandal.









Nizam

 
/niˈzäm, -ˈzam/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the title of the hereditary ruler of Hyderabad.

[abbreviation of Urdu 
nizām-al-mulk

 ‘administrator of the realm.’]




2.
 
(
the nizam

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the Turkish regular army.

[abbreviation of Turkish 
nizām askeri

 ‘regular soldier.’]













Nizari

 
/niˈzärē/






noun




a member of a Muslim sect that split from the Ismaili branch in 1094 over disagreement about the succession to the caliphate. The majority of Nizaris now live in South Asia; their leader is the Aga Khan.














Nizhni Novgorod

 
/ˌniZHnē ˈnôvɡôrəd/






a river port in western Russia on the Volga River; pop. 1,274,700 (est. 2008). From 1932 to 1991, it was named Gorky after writer Maxim Gorky, who was born there.









Nizhni Tagil

 
/ˈniZHnē təˈɡil/






an industrial and metal-mining city in central Russia, in the Ural Mountains north of Yekaterinburg; pop. 375,700 (est. 2008).









NJ






abbreviation




New Jersey (in official postal use).













NK cell






abbreviation




natural killer cell.













Nkomo, Joshua

 
/(ə)NGˈkōmō/






(1917–99), Zimbabwean statesman; leader of the Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU); full name 
Joshua Mqabuko Nyongolo Nkomo

 .









Nkrumah, Kwame

 
/(ə)NGˈkro͞omə/






(1909–72), Ghanaian statesman; prime minister 1957–60; president 1960–66. The first prime minister after independence, he became increasingly dictatorial and was finally overthrown in a military coup.









NKVD





I.
 
the secret police agency in the former Soviet Union that absorbed the functions of the former OGPU in 1934. It merged with the MVD in 1946.







– origin

 abbreviation of Russian 
Narodnyĭ komissariat vnutrennikh del

 ‘People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs.’





NL






abbreviation






[Baseball]

 National League.













NLF






abbreviation




National Liberation Front.













NLP






abbreviation



1.
 
natural language processing.




2.
 
neurolinguistic programming.













NLRB






abbreviation




National Labor Relations Board.













NLT






abbreviation




night letter.













nm






abbreviation



1.
 
nanometer.




2.
 
nautical mile.













NM






abbreviation




New Mexico (in official postal use).













n.m.






abbreviation




nautical mile.













N.Mex.






abbreviation




New Mexico.













NMI






abbreviation




no middle initial.













NMR






abbreviation






[Physics]

 nuclear magnetic resonance.













NNE






abbreviation




north-northeast.













NNP






abbreviation




net national product.













NNW






abbreviation




north-northwest.














no

 
/nō/





I.
 
determiner



1.
 
not any




•
 
there is no excuse




•
 
no two plants are alike.










2.
 
used to indicate that something is quite the opposite of what is being specified




•
 
it was no easy task persuading her




•
 
Toby is no fool.










3.
 
hardly any




•
 
you'll be back in no time.










4.
 
used in notices or slogans forbidding or rejecting something specified




•
 
“No Smoking” signs




•
 
no nukes.














II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to give a negative response




•
 
“Is anything wrong?” “No.”










2.
 
expressing disagreement or contradiction




•
 
“This is boring.” “No, it's not!”










3.
 
expressing agreement with or affirmation of a negative statement




•
 
they would never cause a fuss, oh no.










4.
 
expressing shock or disappointment at something one has heard or discovered




•
 


oh no

 , look at this!














III.
 
adverb

 — [with 
comparative

 ]


1.
 
not at all; to no extent




•
 
they were no more able to perform the task than I was.














IV.
 
noun




a negative answer or decision, as in voting




•
 
he was unable to change his automatic yes to a no.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
no can do








‹informal›

 I am unable to do it.









2.
 
the noes have it






the negative votes are in the majority.









3.
 
no less






see less
 .









4.
 
no longer






not now as formerly




•
 
they no longer live here.















5.
 
no more






see more
 .









6.
 
no place








(N. Amer.)

 nowhere.









7.
 
no sooner —— than






see soon
 .









8.
 
not take no for an answer






persist in spite of refusals.









9.
 
no two ways about it






used to convey that there can be no doubt about something.









10.
 
no way








‹informal›

 under no circumstances; not at all




•
 
You think she's alone? No way.















11.
 
or no






or not




•
 
she'd have ridden there, winter or no.















12.
 
—— or no ——






regardless of the specified thing




•
 
recession or no recession there is always going to be a shortage of good people.





















– origin

 Old English 
nō

 , 
nā

 (adverb), from 
ne

 ‘not’ + 
ō

 , 
ā

 ‘ever’ The determiner arose in Middle English (originally before words beginning with any consonant except 
h-

 ), reduced from 
non

 , from Old English 
nān

 (see none
 1
 ).





No1







symbol




the chemical element nobelium.













No2







noun




variant spelling of Noh
 .














No.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 North.




2.
 
(also 
no.

 )
 — number




•
 
No. 27.







[from Latin 
numero

 , ablative of 
numerus

 ‘number.’]













NOAA






abbreviation




National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.














no-account

 
/ˈnōəˌkount /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




of little or no importance, value, or use; worthless




•
 
a series of no-account boyfriends.














II.
 
noun




a person of little value or use




•
 
I do not intend to let some no-account get his hands on my money.



















Noachian

 
/nōˈākēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the biblical patriarch Noah or his time.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 of, relating to, or denoting an early geological period on the planet Mars.













Noah

 
/ˈnōə/






(in the Bible) a patriarch represented as tenth in descent from Adam. According to a story in Genesis, he made the ark that saved his family and specimens of every animal from the Flood.









Noah's ark

 
/ˈˌnōəz ˈärk/






noun



1.
 
the ship in which Noah, his family, and the animals were saved from the Flood, according to the biblical account (Genesis 6–8).




2.
 
a small bivalve mollusk with a boat-shaped shell, found in the Mediterranean and off the Atlantic coasts of Africa and southern Europe.

[
Arca noae

 , family 
Arcidae

 . See also ark shell
 at ark
 .]













nob1


 
/näb/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person of wealth or high social position.








II.
 
derivatives





nobby






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally Scots as 
knab

 ): of unknown origin.





nob2


 
/näb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's head.








II.
 
phrases





one for his nob






(in cribbage) a bonus point scored for holding the jack of the same suit as the card turned up by the dealer.















– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently a variant of knob
 .





nobble

 
/ˈnäbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 try to influence or thwart (someone or something) by underhanded or unfair methods




•
 
an attempt to nobble the jury.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 accost (someone), especially in order to persuade them to do something




•
 
people always tried to nobble her at parties.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 tamper with (a racehorse or greyhound) to prevent it from winning a race, especially by giving it a drug.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 obtain dishonestly; steal




•
 
he intended to nobble Rose's money.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 seize




•
 
they nobbled him and threw him onto the train.














II.
 
derivatives





nobbler






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a variant of dialect 
knobble

 , 
knubble

 ‘knock, strike with the knuckles.’






Nobel, Alfred Bernhard

 
/nōˈbel/






(1833–96), Swedish chemist, engineer, and philanthropist. He invented dynamite in 1866, making a large fortune that enabled him to endow the prizes that bear his name.









Nobelist

 
/nōˈbelist/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a winner of a Nobel Prize.













nobelium

 
/nōˈbelēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
No

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 102, a radioactive metal of the actinide series. Nobelium does not occur naturally and was first produced by bombarding curium with carbon nuclei.











– origin

 1950s: modern Latin, from the name Nobel, Alfred Bernhard
 + -ium
 .





Nobel Prize

 
/ˌnōbel ˈprīz/





I.
 
noun




any of six international prizes awarded annually for outstanding work in physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine, literature, economics (since 1969), and the promotion of peace. The Nobel Prizes, first awarded in 1901, were established by the will of Alfred Nobel and are traditionally awarded on December 10, the anniversary of his death. The awards are decided by boards of deputies appointed by Swedish learned societies and, in the case of the peace prize, by the Norwegian Parliament.








II.
 
derivatives





Nobel Prize winner






noun





















Nob Hill

 
/ˌnäb ˈhil/






a commercial district of northern San Francisco in California, long noted for the homes of the wealthy (“nobs”).









nobiliary

 
/nōˈbilēˌerē, -ˈbilyərē/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of or relating to the nobility.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
nobiliaire

 , based on Latin 
nobilis

 (see noble
 ).





nobility

 
/nōˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being noble in character, mind, birth, or rank.




2.
 
(usu. 
the nobility

 )
 — the group of people belonging to the noble class in a country, especially those with a hereditary or honorary title




•
 
a member of the English nobility.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nobilite

 or Latin 
nobilitas

 , from 
nobilis

 ‘noted, highborn’ (see noble
 ).






noble

 
/ˈnōbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to a hereditary class with high social or political status; aristocratic




•
 
the Duchess of Kent and other noble ladies.










2.
 
having or showing fine personal qualities or high moral principles and ideals




•
 
the promotion of human rights was a noble aspiration.










3.
 
of imposing or magnificent size or appearance




•
 
entering the building with its noble arches and massive granite columns.










4.
 
of excellent or superior quality.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in former times) a person of noble rank or birth.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a former English gold coin.








III.
 
derivatives





nobleness

 
/ˈnōb(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
(g)nobilis

 ‘noted, highborn,’ from an Indo-European root shared by know
 .






noble gas






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the gaseous elements helium, neon, argon, krypton, xenon, and radon, occupying Group 0 (18) of the periodic table. They were long believed to be totally unreactive but compounds of xenon, krypton, and radon are now known.













nobleman

 
/ˈnōbəlmən/






noun




a man who belongs to the noble class.













noble metal






noun






[Chemistry]

 a metal (e.g., gold, silver, or platinum) that resists chemical action, does not corrode, and is not easily attacked by acids.













noble rot





I.
 
noun




a gray mold that is deliberately cultivated on grapes to enhance the making of certain sweet wines.

[The fungus is 
Botrytis cinerea

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]











– origin

 1930s: translation of French 
pourriture noble

 .





noble savage

 
/ˈnōbəl ˈsavij/






noun

 — (usu. 
the noble savage

 )


1.
 
a representative of primitive humankind as idealized in Romantic literature, symbolizing the innate goodness of humanity when free from the corrupting influence of civilization.













noblesse

 
/nōˈbles/





I.
 
noun




the nobility.








II.
 
phrases





noblesse oblige







/nōˈbles əˈblēZH /

 — the inferred responsibility of privileged people to act with generosity and nobility toward those less privileged




•
 
there was to being a celebrity a certain element of noblesse oblige.





















– origin

 French, literally ‘nobility.’





noblewoman

 
/ˈnōb(ə)lˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman who belongs to the noble class.













nobly

 
/ˈnōblē/






adverb



1.
 
from a family of high rank




•
 
the nobly born Ralph d'Escures




•
 
two warriors, nobly bred.










2.
 
in a way that shows fine personal qualities or high moral principles; gallantly




•
 
a great soldier who has fought nobly in many battles




•
 
she nobly sacrificed her love to allow him to marry Margaret.










3.
 
in a grand or impressive manner




•
 
gigantic chairs with velvet padding were standing nobly on raised platforms




•
 
nobly crafted surfaces.



















nobody

 
/ˈnōˌbädē ˈnōˌbədē/





I.
 
pronoun




no person; no one




•
 
nobody was at home




•
 
nobody could predict how it might end.














II.
 
noun




a person of no importance or authority




•
 
they went from nobodies to superstars.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be nobody's fool






see fool
 1
 .









2.
 
like nobody's business






see business
 .















– origin

 Middle English: originally as 
no body

 .





no-brainer

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 something that requires or involves little or no mental effort.




•
 
the enormous popularity of his TV show makes the book a no-brainer for him.



















nocebo

 
/nəˈsēbō/





I.
 
noun




a detrimental effect on health produced by psychological or psychosomatic factors such as negative expectations of treatment or prognosis.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin, literally ‘I shall cause harm,’ from 
nocere

 , ‘to harm,’ on the pattern of 
placebo

 .





nociceptive

 
/ˌnōsēˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 of, relating to, or denoting pain arising from the stimulation of nerve cells (often as distinct from that arising from damage or disease in the nerves themselves).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
nocere

 ‘to harm’ + receptive
 .





nociceptor

 
/ˌnōsēˈseptər/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a sensory receptor for painful stimuli.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
nocere

 ‘to harm’ + receptor
 .





nock

 
/näk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Archery]

 a notch at either end of a bow for holding the string.




2.
 


[Archery]

 a notch at the back end of an arrow into which the bowstring fits.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit (an arrow) to the bowstring to ready it for shooting.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Middle Dutch 
nocke

 ‘point, tip.’





no-'count

 
no-count






adjective




informal term for no-account
 .













noctambulist

 
/näkˈtambyələst/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a sleepwalker.








II.
 
derivatives





noctambulism

 
/näkˈtambyəˌlizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
nox

 , 
noct-

 ‘night’ + 
ambulare

 ‘walk’ + -ist
 .





noctiluca

 
/ˌnäktəˈlo͞okə/





I.
 
noun




a roughly spherical marine dinoflagellate that is strongly phosphorescent, especially when disturbed.

[Genus 
Noctiluca

 , division (or phylum) 
Dinophyta

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘night light, lantern.’





noctilucent cloud

 
/näktəˌlo͞os(ə)nt ˈkloud/





I.
 
noun




a high-altitude cloud that is luminous at night, especially in summer in high latitudes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
nox

 , 
noct-

 ‘night’ + 
lucere

 ‘to shine’ + -ent
 .






noctuid

 
/ˈnäkCHəwəd/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a moth of a large family (
Noctuidae

 ) whose members typically have dull forewings and pale or colorful hind wings.

Also called owlet
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Noctuidae

 (plural), based on Latin 
noctua

 ‘owl.’





noctule

 
/ˈnäkCHo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a large golden-brown bat native to Eurasia and North Africa with long slender wings, rounded ears, and a short muzzle.

[
Nyctalus noctula

 , family 
Vespertilionidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
nottola

 ‘bat,’ literally ‘small night creature.’





nocturn

 
/ˈnäktərn/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a part of matins originally said at night.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
nocturne

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
nocturnum

 , neuter of Latin 
nocturnus

 ‘of the night.’





nocturnal

 
/näkˈtərnl/





I.
 
adjective




done, occurring, or active at night




•
 
most owls are nocturnal.














II.
 
derivatives





nocturnally






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
nocturnalis

 , from Latin 
nocturnus

 ‘of the night,’ from 
nox, noct-

 ‘night.’





nocturnal emission






noun




an involuntary ejaculation of semen during sleep.













nocturne

 
/ˈnäktərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a short composition of a romantic or dreamy character suggestive of night, typically for piano.




2.
 


[Art]

 a picture of a night scene.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from Latin 
nocturnus

 ‘of the night.’






nocuous

 
/ˈnäkyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 noxious, harmful, or poisonous.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nocuus

 (from 
nocere

 ‘to hurt’) + -ous
 .






nod

 
/näd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lower and raise one's head slightly and briefly, especially in greeting, assent, or understanding, or to give someone a signal




•
 
he nodded to Monica to unlock the door




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she nodded her head in agreement.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — signify or express (greeting, assent, or understanding) in this way




•
 
he nodded his consent.










3.
 
draw or direct attention to someone or something by moving one's head




•
 
he nodded toward the corner of the room.










4.
 
move one's head up and down repeatedly




•
 
he shut his eyes, nodding to the beat




•
 


‹figurative›

 foxgloves nodding by the path.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have one's head fall forward when drowsy or asleep




•
 
Anna nodded over her book.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of nodding the head




•
 
at a nod from his father, he left the room.










2.
 
a gesture of acknowledgment or concession




•
 
a feel-good musical with 
a nod to

 pantomime.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a nodding acquaintance






a slight acquaintance with a person or cursory knowledge of a subject




•
 
students will need 
a nodding acquaintance with

 three other languages.















2.
 
even Homer nods








‹proverb›

 even the best person sometimes makes a mistake due to a momentary lack of alertness or attention.

[with allusion to Latin 
dormitat Homerus

 (Horace 
Ars Poetica

 359).]









3.
 
get the nod





a.
 
be selected or approved.




b.
 
receive a signal or information.









4.
 
give someone/something the nod





a.
 
select or approve someone or something




•
 
they banned one book but gave the other the nod.










b.
 
give someone a signal.









5.
 
on the nod

 

‹informal›






a.
 


(Brit.)

 by general agreement and without discussion




•
 
parliamentary approval of the treaty went through on the nod.










b.
 


‹dated›

 on credit.




c.
 
alternating between wakefulness and sleepiness on account of heroin use.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
nod off








‹informal›

 fall asleep, especially briefly or unintentionally




•
 
some of the congregation nodded off during the sermon.















2.
 
nod out








‹informal›

 fall asleep, especially from the effects of a drug




•
 
they go to a coffee shop, get stoned, go to a club at 11, and nod out at midnight.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): perhaps of Low German origin; compare with Middle High German 
notten

 ‘move around, shake.’ The noun dates from the mid 16th cent.





nodal

 
/ˈnōdl/






adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 denoting a point in a network or diagram at which lines or pathways intersect or branch




•
 
pencil lines overlap at some nodal points




•
 
it is a nodal point for the railroads, connecting with all major cities of Poland.










2.
 


[Botany]

 relating to the part of a plant stem from which one or more leaves emerge, often forming a slight swelling




•
 
the nodal roots develop about an inch above the seed.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or characterized by a lymph node or other structure consisting of a small mass of differentiated tissue




•
 
nodal lymphoma.



















noddle

 
/ˈnädl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person's head.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the back of the head): of unknown origin.





noddy

 
/ˈnädē/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a silly or foolish person (especially as a general term of abuse).

[perhaps from the verb nod
 + -y
 1
 .]




2.
 
a tropical tern with mainly dark-colored plumage.

[perhaps from the nodding behavior of the birds during courtship.] [Genera 
Anous

 and 
Procelsterna

 , family 
Sternidae

 (or 
Laridae

 ): four species.]













node

 
/nōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point at which lines or pathways intersect or branch; a central or connecting point.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of equipment, such as a PC or peripheral, attached to a network.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a point at which a curve intersects itself.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 either of the two points at which a planet's orbit intersects the plane of the ecliptic or the celestial equator.




5.
 
(in generative grammar) a vertex or endpoint in a tree diagram.




6.
 


[Botany]

 the part of a plant stem from which one or more leaves emerge, often forming a slight swelling or knob.




7.
 


[Anatomy]

 a lymph node or other structure consisting of a small mass of differentiated tissue.




8.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 a point at which the amplitude of vibration in a standing wave system is zero.




9.
 
a point at which a harmonic function has the value zero, especially a point of zero electron density in an orbital.




10.
 
a point of zero current or voltage.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a knotty swelling or a protuberance): from Latin 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





node of Ranvier

 
/ˌnōd əv ˈränvyā /

 
Ranvier's node





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a gap in the myelin sheath of a nerve, between adjacent Schwann cells.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Louis Antoine 
Ranvier

 (1835–1922), French histologist.





nodical

 
/ˈnädək(ə)l ˈnōdək(ə)l/






adjective






[Astronomy]

 of or relating to a node or the nodes of an orbit.













nodose

 
/ˈnōdōs/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 having or characterized by hard or tight lumps; knotty.








II.
 
derivatives





nodosity

 
/nōˈdäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
nodosus

 , from 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





nodule

 
/ˈnäjo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small swelling or aggregation of cells in the body, especially an abnormal one.




2.
 
(usu. 
root nodule

 )
 — a swelling on a root of a leguminous plant, containing nitrogen-fixing bacteria.




3.
 
a small rounded lump of matter distinct from its surroundings, for example, of flint in chalk, carbon in cast iron, or a mineral on the seabed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nodular

 
/ˈnäjələr /






adjective













2.
 
nodulated

 
/ˈnäjəˌlādid /






adjective













3.
 
nodulation

 
/ˌnäjəˈlāSHən /






noun













4.
 
nodulose

 
/ˈnäjəlōs /






adjective













5.
 
nodulous

 
/-jələs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
nodulus

 , diminutive of 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





nodus

 
/ˈnōdəs/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a problem, difficulty, or complication.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a knotty swelling): from Latin, literally ‘knot.’





NOED






abbreviation






New Oxford English Dictionary

 .













Noel

 
/nōˈel/





I.
 
noun




Christmas, especially as a refrain in carols and on Christmas cards.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French 
Noël

 ‘Christmas.’





noetic

 
/nōˈedik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to mental activity or the intellect.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
noētikos

 , from 
noētos

 ‘intellectual,’ from 
noein

 ‘perceive.’





no-fault






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting an insurance policy or compensation plan that is valid regardless of whether the claimant was at fault




•
 
no-fault automobile insurance




•
 
it has been proposed that there should be no-fault compensation for medical injuries.










2.
 
of or denoting a form of divorce granted without requiring one party to prove that the other is to blame for the breakdown of the marriage




•
 
in the majority of cases couples opted for no-fault divorce




•
 
New York did eventually adopt a no-fault ground for divorce.



















no-fly






adjective




designating a list, person, or category of people prevented from flying for security reasons.













no-fly zone

 
/ˌnō ˈflī ˌzōn/






noun




a designated area over which aircraft may not fly without risk of interception, especially during a conflict.













no-frills

 
/ˈˌnō ˈfrilz/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
without unnecessary extras, especially ones for decoration or additional comfort




•
 
cheap fast food in no-frills surroundings.




















nog1


 
/näɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a small block or peg of wood.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





nog2


 
/näɡ/





I.
 
noun




short for eggnog
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Nogales

 
/nōˈɡaləs, -ˈɡäles/






a commercial city in northwestern Mexico, in Sonora state, on the US border across from Nogales in Arizona; pop. 186,901 (2005).









noggin

 
/ˈnäɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's head.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a small quantity of liquor, typically a quarter of a pint.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘small drinking cup’): of unknown origin.





nogging

 
/ˈnäɡiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Building]

 brickwork that fills the spaces between studs or framing members.




2.
 


[Building]

 a horizontal piece of wood fixed to a framework to strengthen it.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from nog
 1
 + -ing
 1
 .





no-go

 
/ˌnōˈɡō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 not ready or not functioning properly.




2.
 


‹informal›

 impossible, hopeless, or forbidden




•
 
no-go zones for cars.














II.
 
noun




a negative response; no.













no-go area

 
/ˌnō ˈɡō ˌerēə/






noun




an area that is dangerous or impossible to enter or to which entry is restricted or forbidden.













no-good

 
/ˈˌnō ˈɡo͝od/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) contemptible; worthless




•
 
a no-good layabout.














II.
 
noun




a worthless or contemptible person.













Noguchi, Isamu

 
/nōˈɡo͞oCHē/






(1904–88), US sculptor and designer. The son of a Japanese father and American mother, he lived in both countries when young. His interests and achievements extended to set design for Martha Graham’s ballet, garden design, furniture design, construction of paper lamps, and the sculpting of massive stone works.










Noh

 
/nō /

 
No
 , Nō





I.
 
noun




traditional Japanese masked drama with dance and song, evolved from Shinto rites.

Noh dates from the 14th and 15th centuries, and its subject matter is taken mainly from Japan's classical literature. Traditionally the players were all male, with the chorus playing a passive narrative role.











– origin

 Japanese.





no-hitter

 
/ˌnōˈhidər/






noun






[Baseball]

 a complete game in which a pitcher yields no hits to the opposing team.













no-hoper

 
/ˌnōˈhōpər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is not expected to be successful.













nohow

 
/ˈnōˌhou/






adverb



1.
 


(US)

 used, especially in jocular or dialectal speech, to emphasize a negative




•
 
the records simply don't exist—never, nowhere, and nohow.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 not attractive, well, or in good order.













noil

 
/noil/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
noils

 )


1.
 
short strands and knots combed out of wool fiber before spinning.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from Old French 
noel

 , from medieval Latin 
nodellus

 , diminutive of Latin 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





noir

 
/nwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a genre of crime film or fiction characterized by cynicism, fatalism, and moral ambiguity




•
 
his film proved that a Brit could do noir as darkly as any American.










2.
 
a film or novel in the noir genre.




•
 
he says he's making a noir.














II.
 
derivatives





noirish






adjective





















no-iron

 
/ˌnōˈī(ə)rn/






adjective




(of clothes or fabric) wrinkle-resistant, and so not needing to be ironed after washing.













noise

 
/noiz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sound, especially one that is loud or unpleasant or that causes disturbance




•
 
making a noise like a pig in a trough




•
 
what's that rustling noise outside the door?










2.
 
a series or combination of loud, confused sounds, especially when causing disturbance




•
 
dazed with the heat and noise




•
 
vibration and noise from traffic.










3.
 
(
noises

 )
 — conventional remarks or other sounds that suggest some emotion or quality




•
 
Clarissa made encouraging noises.










4.
 


‹technical›

 irregular fluctuations that accompany a transmitted electrical signal but are not part of it and tend to obscure it.




5.
 
random fluctuations that obscure or do not contain meaningful data or other information




•
 
over half the magnitude of the differences came from noise in the data.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be noised about

 )


1.
 


‹dated›

 talk about or make known publicly




•
 
you've discovered something that should not be noised about.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 make much noise.











– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘quarreling’): from Old French, from Latin 
nausea

 ‘seasickness’ (see nausea
 ).





noisecore

 
/ˈnoizˌkôr/






noun




a type of rock music derived from hardcore punk, characterized by the use of loud distorted guitar and feedback.




•
 
a '90s noisecore quartet whose songs all kinda sounded alike.



















noiseless

 
/ˈnoizləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
silent; quiet




•
 
the bicycle is a benign form of transportation, being noiseless and nonpolluting.










2.
 


‹technical›

 accompanied by or introducing no random fluctuations that would obscure the real signal or data.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
noiselessly

 
/ˈnoizləslē /






adverb













2.
 
noiselessness






noun





















noisemaker

 
/ˈnoizˌmākər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device for making a loud noise, as at a party or sporting event.








II.
 
derivatives





noisemaking






noun, adjective





















noise pollution






noun




harmful or annoying levels of noise, as from airplanes, industry, etc.













noises off






plural noun



1.
 
sounds made offstage to be heard by the audience of a play.




2.
 
distracting or intrusive background noise.













noisette

 
/nwäˈzet/






noun



1.
 
a small round piece of lean meat, especially lamb.

[French, diminutive of 
noix

 ‘nut.’]




2.
 
a chocolate made with hazelnuts.

[French, in the sense ‘hazelnut.’]













noisily

 
/ˈnoizilē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that makes a lot of noise




•
 
helicopters hovered noisily overhead




•
 
Elizabeth exhaled noisily in exasperation.










2.
 
in a manner that stridently seeks to attract attention to one's views




•
 
he has noisily criticized pension reform plans.



















noisome

 
/ˈnoisəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 having an extremely offensive smell




•
 
noisome vapors from the smoldering waste.










2.
 


‹literary›

 disagreeable; unpleasant




•
 
noisome scandals.














II.
 
derivatives





noisomeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from obsolete 
noy

 (shortened form of annoy
 ) + -some
 1
 . / 
usage:

 
Noisome

 means ‘bad-smelling.’ It has no relation to the word noise; it is related to the word annoy.





noisy

 
/ˈnoizē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making or given to making a lot of noise




•
 
a noisy, giggling group of children




•
 
diesel cars can be very noisy.










2.
 
full of or characterized by noise




•
 
noisy scenes outside the court building




•
 
the bar was crowded and noisy.










3.
 
(of a person or group of people) stridently seeking to attract attention to their views.




4.
 


‹technical›

 accompanied by or introducing random fluctuations that obscure the real signal or data.








II.
 
derivatives





noisiness

 
/ˈnoizēnəs /






noun





















no-kill

 
no kill





I.
 
noun




a policy or an animal shelter in which abandoned, neglected, or lost animals are not put to sleep even if no home can be found for them




•
 
there are thousands of no-kills that rescue pets.














II.
 
adjective




opposed to or not killing animals that live in shelters




•
 
find out if the organization has a no-kill policy.



















no-knock

 
/ˌnōˈnäk/






adjective






(US)

 denoting or relating to a search or raid by the police made without warning or identification




•
 
during a no-knock raid.



















Nolan, Sir Sidney Robert

 
/ˈnōlən/






(1917–93), Australian painter. He was known for his paintings of famous characters and events from Australian history.









nolens volens

 
/ˌnōlənz ˈvōlənz/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 whether a person wants or likes something or not.











– origin

 Latin, from 
nolens

 ‘not willing’ and 
volens

 ‘willing.’





noli me tangere

 
/ˈnōlē ˌmā ˈtäNGɡəˌrā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a warning or prohibition against meddling or interference.




2.
 
a painting representing the appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalen at the sepulcher (John 20:17).




3.
 
another term for touch-me-not
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘do not touch me.’





nolle pros

 
/ˌnôl ˈpräs /

 
nol-pros
 , nol. pros.






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 abandon or dismiss (a suit) by issuing a nolle prosequi.













nolle prosequi

 
/ˌnälē ˈpräsəˌkwē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a formal notice of abandonment by a plaintiff or prosecutor of all or part of a suit or action.




2.
 


[Law]

 the entry of nolle prosequi in a court record.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘be unwilling to pursue.’





nollie

 
/ˈnäli/





I.
 
noun




(in skateboarding and snowboarding) a jump performed without the aid of a takeoff ramp, executed by pressing the foot down on the nose of the board.











– origin

 1990s: probably short for 
nose ollie

 : see ollie
 .





Nollywood

 
/ˈnäliwo͝od/





I.
 
noun




the Nigerian movie industry, based in Lagos.




•
 
he's an up-and-coming actor in Nigeria's prolific film industry, Nollywood.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of Nigeria
 and Hollywood
 , on the pattern of Bollywood
 .





no-load

 
/ˈnōˌlōd/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of shares in a mutual fund) sold without a commission being charged at the time of sale.














nolo contendere

 
/ˌnōlō kənˈtendərē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a plea by which a defendant in a criminal prosecution accepts conviction as though a guilty plea had been entered but does not admit guilt.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘I do not wish to contend.’





nom.






abbreviation




nominal.













noma

 
/ˈnōmə/





I.
 
noun




a form of gangrene affecting the face, usually caused by a bacterial infection and typically occurring in young children suffering from malnutrition or other disease.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, alteration of 
nome

 ‘ulcer,’ from Greek 
nomē

 , from 
nemein

 ‘to feed.’





nomad

 
/ˈnōˌmad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people having no permanent abode, and who travel from place to place to find fresh pasture for their livestock.




2.
 
a person who does not stay long in the same place; a wanderer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nomadic

 
/nōˈmadik /






adjective













2.
 
nomadically

 
/nōˈmadiklē /






adverb













3.
 
nomadism

 
/ˈnōməˌdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
nomade

 , via Latin from Greek 
nomas

 , 
nomad-

 ‘roaming in search of pasture,’ from the base of 
nemein

 ‘to pasture.’





no man's land





I.
 
noun



1.
 
disputed ground between the front lines or trenches of two opposing armies




•
 
enemy soldiers facing you across no man's land.










2.
 
an indeterminate or undefined place or state




•
 
the no man's land between the two parties is where presidential contests are won and lost.




•
 
an unmapped no man's land between the traditional command economy and the market.










3.
 
land or area that is unowned, uninhabited, or undesirable.











– origin

 Middle English: originally the name of a plot of ground lying outside the north wall of the city of London, the site of a place of execution.





nomarchy

 
/ˈnämärkē/





I.
 
noun




formerly a province, now a smaller administrative division, of modern Greece.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
nomarkhia

 , from 
nomos

 ‘nome’ + 
arkhē

 ‘government.’





nombril

 
/ˈnämbrəl/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 the point halfway between fess point and the base of the shield.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, literally ‘navel.’





nom de guerre

 
/ˌnäm də ˈɡer/





I.
 
noun




an assumed name under which a person engages in combat or some other activity or enterprise.











– origin

 French, literally ‘war name.’





nom de plume

 
/ˌnäm də ˈplo͞om/





I.
 
noun




a pen name.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed in English from French words, to render the sense ‘pen name,’ on the pattern of 
nom de guerre

 .





nome

 
/nōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one of the thirty-six territorial divisions of ancient Egypt.




2.
 
an administrative division of modern Greece.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
nomos

 ‘division,’ from 
nemein

 ‘to divide.’





Nome

 
/nōm/






a city in western Alaska, on the southern coast of the Seward Peninsula; pop. 3,576 (est. 2008). Founded in 1896 as a gold-mining camp, it became a center of the Alaskan gold rush several years later.










nomen

 
/ˈnōmən/





I.
 
noun






[Roman History]

 the second personal name of a citizen of ancient Rome, indicating the gens to which he belonged, for example, Marcus 
Tullius

 Cicero.

Compare with cognomen
 , praenomen
 , agnomen
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘name.’






nomenclature

 
/ˈnōmənˌklāCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the devising or choosing of names for things, especially in a science or other discipline.




2.
 
the body or system of names in a particular field




•
 
the nomenclature of chemical compounds.










3.
 


‹formal›

 the term or terms applied to someone or something




•
 
“customers” was preferred to the original nomenclature “passengers.”














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nomenclator






noun













2.
 
nomenclatural

 
/ˌnōmənˈklāCHərəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
nomenclatura

 , from 
nomen

 ‘name’ + 
clatura

 ‘calling, summoning’ (from 
calare

 ‘to call’).





nomenklatura

 
/ˌnōmənkləˈt(y)o͝orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the former Soviet Union) a list of influential posts in government and industry to be filled by Communist Party appointees.




2.
 
those people appointed to posts in government or industry under the nomenklatura system.











– origin

 Russian, from Latin 
nomenclatura

 (see nomenclature
 ).






nominal

 
/ˈnämən(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a role or status) existing in name only




•
 
Thailand retained nominal independence under Japanese military occupation.










2.
 
of, relating to, or consisting of names.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to, headed by, or having the function of a noun.




4.
 
(of a price or amount of money) very small; far below the real value or cost




•
 
some firms charge only a nominal fee for the service.










5.
 
(of a quantity or dimension, especially of manufactured articles) stated or expressed but not necessarily corresponding exactly to the real value




•
 
legislation allowed variation around the nominal weight (that printed on each packet).










6.
 


[Economics]

 (of a rate or other figure) expressed in terms of a certain amount, without making allowance for changes in real value over time




•
 
the nominal exchange rate.










7.
 


‹informal›

 (chiefly in the context of space travel) functioning normally or acceptably.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a term in grammar): from Latin 
nominalis

 , from 
nomen

 , 
nomin-

 ‘name.’





nominal account






noun






[Finance]

 an account recording the financial transactions of a business in a particular category, rather than with a person or other organization.













nominal definition






noun






[Logic]

 a definition that describes something in terms of its properties, in order to distinguish it from other things, but without describing its underlying structure or essence.














nominalism

 
/ˈnämənəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that universals or general ideas are mere names without any corresponding reality, and that only particular objects exist; properties, numbers, and sets are thought of as merely features of the way of considering the things that exist. Important in medieval scholastic thought, nominalism is associated particularly with William of Occam.

Often contrasted with realism
 (
sense

 3).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nominalist

 
/ˈnämənələst /






noun













2.
 
nominalistic

 
/ˌnämənəˈlistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
nominalisme

 , from 
nominal

 ‘relating to names’ (see nominal
 ).





nominalize

 
/ˈnämənəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 convert (a word or phrase, as a verb or adjective) into a noun, for example, 
output

 from 
put out

 ; 
the poor

 from 
poor

 .








II.
 
derivatives





nominalization

 
/ˈnämənləˈzāSHən ˈnämənələˈzāSHən ˈnämənlˌīˈzāSHən ˈnämənəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















nominal ledger






noun






[Finance]

 a ledger containing nominal accounts, or one containing both nominal and real accounts.













nominally

 
/ˈnämənlē ˈnämənəlē/






adverb




in name only; officially though perhaps not in reality




•
 
the Republicans nominally controlled both houses of Congress but by slim margins




•
 
nominally independent newspapers.



















nominal value

 
/ˈˌnämənl ˈˌvalyo͞o/






noun



1.
 


[Economics]

 the value that is stated on currency; face value.




2.
 


[Economics]

 the price of a share, bond, or security when it was issued, rather than its current market value.














nominate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈnäməˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
propose or formally enter as a candidate for election or for an honor or award




•
 
the film was 
nominated for

 several Oscars.










2.
 
appoint to a job or position




•
 
the company 
nominated

 her 
as

 a delegate to the convention.










3.
 
specify (something) formally, typically the date or place for an event




•
 
a day was nominated for the exchange of contracts.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈnämənət /



1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 denoting a race or subspecies that is given the same epithet as the species to which it belongs, for example, 
Homo sapiens sapiens

 .








III.
 
derivatives





nominator

 
/ˈnäməˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘named’): from Latin 
nominat-

 ‘named,’ from the verb 
nominare

 , from 
nomen

 , 
nomin-

 ‘a name.’ The verb senses are first found in English in the 16th cent.





nomination

 
/ˌnäməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of nominating or state of being nominated




•
 
women's groups opposed the nomination of the judge




•
 
the film received five nominations.










2.
 
a person or thing nominated




•
 
send your nominations in by November 30th.



















nominative

 
/ˈnäm(ə)nədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to or denoting a case of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives (as in Latin and other inflected languages) used for the subject of a verb.




2.
 

/ˈnɒmiˌnādiv /

 — of or appointed by nomination as distinct from election.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a word in the nominative case.




2.
 
(
the nominative

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the nominative case.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
nominativus

 ‘relating to naming,’ translation of Greek 
onomastikē (ptōsis

 ) ‘naming (case).’





nominee

 
/ˌnäməˈnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is proposed or formally entered as a candidate for an office or as the recipient of a grant or award




•
 
the party's presidential nominee




•
 
an Oscar nominee.










2.
 
a person or company whose name is given as having title to a stock, real estate, etc., but who is not the actual owner.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from nominate
 + -ee
 .





nom nom

 
/ˈnäm ˌnäm /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
exclamation




used to express pleasure at eating, or at the prospect of eating, delicious food




•
 
chili and cornbread for dinner, nom nom!














II.
 
noun

 — (
nom noms

 )


1.
 
delicious food




•
 
there were all kinds of nom noms—onion rings, hot dogs, burgers, and fries.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: probably imitative but apparently also popularized by the noises made by the Cookie Monster character in the children's television program 
Sesame Street

 . Compare with yum
 .





nomogram

 
/ˈnäməˌɡram /

 
nomograph





I.
 
noun




a diagram representing the relations between three or more variable quantities by means of a number of scales, so arranged that the value of one variable can be found by a simple geometric construction, for example, by drawing a straight line intersecting the other scales at the appropriate values.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nomographic

 
/ˌnäməˈɡrafik, ˌnō- /






adjective













2.
 
nomographically

 
/ˌnäməˈɡrafik(ə)lē, ˌnō- /






adverb













3.
 
nomography

 
/nəˈmäɡrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
nomos

 ‘law’ + -gram
 1
 .





nomological

 
/ˌnäməˈläjik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting certain principles, such as laws of nature, that are neither logically necessary nor theoretically explicable, but are simply taken as true.




2.
 
another term for nomothetic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





nomologically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
nomos

 ‘law’ + 
-logical

 (see -logy
 ).






nomothetic

 
/ˌnäməˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the study or discovery of general scientific laws.

Often contrasted with idiographic
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete 
nomothete

 ‘legislator’ (from Greek 
nomothetēs

 ) + -ic
 .






-nomy





I.
 
combining form




denoting a specified area of knowledge or the laws governing it




•
 
astronomy




•
 
gastronomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-nomia

 ; related to 
nomos

 ‘law’ and 
nemein

 ‘distribute.’






non-

 
/nän/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
not doing; not involved with




•
 
nonaggression




•
 
nonrecognition.










2.
 
not of the kind or class described




•
 
nonbeliever




•
 
nonconformist.










3.
 
also forming nouns used attributively (such as 
nonunion

 in 
nonunion miners

 ).




4.
 
not of the importance implied




•
 
nonissue.










5.
 
a lack of




•
 
nonsense.










6.
 
(added to adverbs). not in the way described




•
 
nonuniformly.










7.
 
(added to verbs to form adjectives) not causing or requiring




•
 
nonskid




•
 
noniron.










8.
 
expressing a neutral negative sense when a corresponding form beginning with 
in-

 or 
un-

 has a special connotation (such as 
nonhuman

 compared with 
inhuman

 ).











– origin

 from Latin 
non

 ‘not.’ / 
usage:

 The prefixes 
non-

 and 
un-

 both have the meaning ‘not,’ but tend to be used with a difference of emphasis. See usage at un-
 1
 .






nona-





I.
 
combining form




nine; having nine




•
 
nonagon.

















– origin

 from Latin 
nonus

 ‘ninth.’





nonabrasive

 
/ˌnänəˈbrāsiv/






adjective




containing no abrasive substances or elements




•
 
nonabrasive cleaners.



















nonabusive

 
/ˌnänəˈbyo͞osiv/






adjective



1.
 
not constituting abuse




•
 
nonabusive forms of maltreatment.










2.
 
not practicing abuse




•
 
nonabusive mothers.



















nonacceptance

 
/ˌnänakˈseptəns/






noun




refusal to accept, receive, or agree to something




•
 
they endured hatred, resentment, and nonacceptance.



















nonactive

 
/nänˈaktiv/






adjective



1.
 
not participating or working




•
 
nonactive trustees.










2.
 
not engaging in physically energetic pursuits




•
 
sometimes skinny girls have nonactive lifestyles, while some bigger girls are more active.



















nonaddictive

 
/ˌnänəˈdiktiv/






adjective




(of a drug or other substance) not causing addiction.













nonadjustable

 
/ˌnänəˈjəstəbəl/






adjective




not subject to adjustment or modification




•
 
nonadjustable legs.



















nonaffective

 
/ˌnänəˈfektiv/






adjective






[Psychology]

 denoting or relating to mental disorders that are not characterized by disturbance of mood.













nonage

 
/ˈnänij ˈnōnij/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 the period of immaturity or youth.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nonage

 , from 
non-

 ‘non-’ + 
age

 ‘age.’





nonagenarian

 
/ˌnänəjəˈnerēən ˌnōnəjəˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who is from 90 to 99 years old.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
nonagenarius

 (based on 
nonaginta

 ‘ninety’) + -an
 .





nonaggression

 
/ˌnänəˈɡreSHən/






noun




absence of the desire or intention to be aggressive, especially on the part of nations or governments




•
 
a treaty of nonaggression and friendship




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a nonaggression pact.



















nonagon

 
/ˈnänəˌɡän ˈnōnəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with nine straight sides and nine angles.








II.
 
derivatives





nonagonal

 
/nänˈaɡənəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
nonus

 ‘ninth,’ on the pattern of words such as 
hexagon

 .





nonalcoholic

 
/ˌnänˌalkəˈhôlik/






adjective




(of a drink) not containing alcohol.













nonaligned

 
/ˌnänəˈlīnd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not aligned with something else.




2.
 
(of countries) not aligned with a major power, especially the former Soviet Union or the US.








II.
 
derivatives





nonalignment

 
/ˌnänəˈlīnmənt /






noun





















nonallergenic

 
/ˌnänalərˈjenik/






adjective




not causing an allergic reaction.













nonallergic

 
/ˌnänəˈlərjik/






adjective



1.
 
not having an allergy




•
 
get a nonallergic person to do this job.










2.
 
not caused by an allergy




•
 
nonallergic skin rashes.



















no-name

 
/ˈnōˌnām /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a product) having no brand name




•
 
cheap, no-name cigarettes.










2.
 
(of a person) unknown, especially in a particular profession




•
 
no-name, no-frills chefs.














II.
 
noun




a person unknown in a particular profession.













non-American





I.
 
adjective




not American




•
 
a major non-American news source.














II.
 
noun




a person who is not American




•
 
the first non-American to win the International Blues Challenge.



















nonane

 
/ˈnōnān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane series, present in petroleum spirit.

[Chem. formula: C9
 H20
 ; many isomers, esp. the straight-chain isomer (
n

 -nonane).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from nona-
 (denoting nine carbon atoms) + -ane
 2
 .





nonappearance

 
/ˌnänəˈpirəns/






noun



1.
 
failure to appear or be present, especially at a gathering or engagement.




2.
 


[Law]

 failure to appear or be present in a court of law, especially as a witness, defendant, or plaintiff.













nonart

 
/ˌnänˈärt/






noun




something that is not art or that rejects the conventional forms or methods of art.













nonary

 
/ˈnōnərē/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 relating to or based on the number nine.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from Latin 
nonus

 ‘ninth,’ on the pattern of words such as 
denary

 .





non-Aryan





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a person who is not Aryan nor of Aryan descent.




2.
 
(especially in Nazi ideology) a person who is not of Caucasian race, especially one of Jewish descent.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person or language) not Aryan or of Aryan descent.













nonassociative

 
/ˌnänəˈsōsēˌātiv, -SHē-, -sēətiv, -SHətiv/






adjective



1.
 
not characterized by association, especially of ideas.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 involving the condition that a group of quantities connected by operations gives a result dependent upon the order in which the operations are performed.













nonattendance

 
/ˌnänəˈtendəns/






noun




failure to attend or be present at a place where you are expected to be




•
 
students' nonattendance at school.



















nonattributable

 
/ˌnänəˈtribyədəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be attributed to a particular source or cause.













nonautomatic

 
/ˌnänôdəˈmadik/






adjective




(of a device) operated by human control, rather than automatically or electronically




•
 
the side entrance involves a long, narrow hallway with nonautomatic doors and stairs.



















nonavailability

 
/ˌnänəvāləˈbilədē/






noun




the state of not being available, free, or able to be used.













nonbank

 
/ˌnänˈbaNGk/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not relating to, connected with, or transacted by a bank.








II.
 
noun




a financial institution that is not a bank.













nonbeing

 
/nänˈbēiNG/






noun




the state of not being; nonexistence.













nonbelief

 
/ˌnänbəˈlēf/






noun




lack of belief in something, especially religion




•
 
they defend freedom of belief and nonbelief.



















nonbeliever

 
/ˌnänbəˈlēvər/






noun




a person who does not believe in something, especially one who has no religious faith.













nonbelieving

 
/ˌnänbəˈlēviNG/






adjective




having no belief in something, especially religion




•
 
the secular, nonbelieving world.



















nonbelligerent

 
/ˌnänbəˈlij(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective




not aggressive or engaged in a war or conflict.








II.
 
noun




a nation or person that is not engaged in a war or conflict.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nonbelligerence






noun













2.
 
nonbelligerency






noun





















nonbinary

 
/ˌnänˈbīnərē/






adjective



1.
 
not relating to, composed of, or involving just two things




•
 
Aristotelian ontology is nonbinary on the second level in that it allows for degrees of being.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a gender or sexual identity that is not defined in terms of traditional binary oppositions such as male and female or homosexual and heterosexual




•
 
nonbinary people are vastly underrepresented in the media.










3.
 
relating to, using, or denoting a system of numerical notation that does not have 2 as a base




•
 
the enumeration data is stored in a nonbinary format.



















nonbiological

 
/ˌnänbīəˈläjikəl/






adjective



1.
 
not involving, relating to, or derived from biology or living organisms.




2.
 
(of a detergent) not containing enzymes.













nonblack

 
/ˌnänˈblak/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not black.




2.
 
of or relating to people who are not black.








II.
 
noun




a person who is not black.













noncallable

 
/nänˈkôləbəl/






adjective




(of stocks and bonds) not subject to redemption before a certain date or until maturity.













noncancerous

 
/nonˈkansərəs/






adjective




not malignant; without evidence of cancer




•
 
noncancerous growths.



















noncapital

 
/ˌnänˈkapidl/






adjective






[Law]

 (of an offense) not punishable by death.













non-Catholic





I.
 
adjective




not Roman Catholic.








II.
 
noun




a person who is not a Roman Catholic.














nonce1


 
/näns/





I.
 
adjective




(of a word or expression) coined for or used on one occasion




•
 
a nonce usage.














II.
 
phrases





for the nonce






for the present; temporarily




•
 
the room had been converted for the nonce into a nursery.





















– origin

 Middle English: from 
then anes

 ‘the one (purpose)’ (from 
then

 , obsolete oblique form of the
 + 
ane

 ‘one’ + -s
 3
 ), altered by misdivision; compare with newt
 and nickname
 .





nonce2


 
/näns/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person convicted of a sexual offense, especially child molesting.











– origin

 1970s: of unknown origin.





nonce word





I.
 
noun




a word coined for one single occasion only.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
then anes

 ‘the one (purpose’) (see nonce
 1
 ) + word
 .





nonchalance

 
/ˌnänSHəˈläns/






noun




the state of being nonchalant




•
 
an air of nonchalance.



















nonchalant

 
/ˌnänSHəˈlänt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or manner) feeling or appearing casually calm and relaxed; not displaying anxiety, interest, or enthusiasm




•
 
she gave a nonchalant shrug.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘not being concerned,’ from the verb 
nonchaloir

 .





nonchalantly

 
/ˌnänSHəˈlän(t)lē/






adverb




in a casually calm and relaxed manner




•
 
she nonchalantly walked out of the police station




•
 
I shrugged nonchalantly.



















non-Christian





I.
 
adjective




relating to people or beliefs that are not Christian




•
 
forms of non-Christian religious observance.














II.
 
noun




a person who is not a Christian.













noncitizen

 
/ˌnänˈsidizən/






noun




a person who is not an inhabitant or national of a particular country or town.













nonclassified

 
/nänˈklasəfīd/






adjective




(of information or documents) not designated as officially secret; freely available (tending to be less forceful in meaning than 
unclassified

 ).













nonclerical

 
/ˌnänˈklerikəl/






adjective



1.
 
not doing or involving routine clerical work in an office.




2.
 
not relating to or belonging to the clergy.













nonclinical

 
/ˌnänˈklinikəl/






adjective



1.
 
not clinical




•
 
the word ‘depression’ is used in a nonclinical sense.










2.
 
not accompanied by directly observable symptoms.













noncoastal

 
/ˌnänˈkōstəl/






adjective




(of an area) not near or having a coast




•
 
noncoastal parts of California.



















noncoding

 
/nänˈkōdiNG/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of a section of a nucleic acid molecule) not directing the production of a peptide sequence.













noncom

 
/ˈnänˌkäm/






noun






[Military]

 
‹informal›

 a noncommissioned officer.













noncombatant

 
/ˌnänkəmˈbatnt/






noun




a person who is not engaged in fighting during a war, especially a civilian, chaplain, or medical practitioner.













noncombustible

 
/ˌnänkəmˈbəstəb(ə)l/






adjective




not flammable.













noncomedogenic

 
/ˌnänˌkämədōˈjenik/






adjective




denoting a skin-care product or cosmetic that is specially formulated so as not to cause blocked pores.













noncommercial

 
/ˌnänkəˈmərSHl/






adjective




not having a commercial objective; not intended to make a profit




•
 
a noncommercial radio station.



















noncommissioned

 
/ˌnänkəˈmiSHənd/






adjective






[Military]

 (of an officer in the armed forces) ranking below warrant officer, as sergeant or petty officer.













noncommittal

 
/ˌnänkəˈmidl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or a person's behavior or manner) not expressing or revealing commitment to a definite opinion or course of action




•
 
her tone was noncommittal, and her face gave nothing away.














II.
 
derivatives





noncommittally

 
/ˌnänkəˈmidəlē /






adverb





















noncommunicant

 
/ˌnänkəˈmyo͞onikənt/






noun




(in church use) a person who does not receive Holy Communion, especially regularly or at a particular service.













noncommunicating

 
/ˌnänkəˈmyo͞onəˌkādiNG/






adjective




lacking a means of communication.













noncommunicative

 
/ˌnänkəˈmyo͞onəkətiv, -nəˌkātiv/






adjective




unwilling to talk or impart information




•
 
he was noncommunicative, withdrawn in class, wary of others.



















noncommunist

 
/ˌnänˈkämyənist /

 
non-Communist





I.
 
adjective




not advocating or practicing communism.








II.
 
noun




a person who is not a communist.













non-compete






adjective




denoting or relating to a clause, provision, or agreement by which parties are bound not to compete




•
 
he didn't have a non-compete agreement with his former employer.



















noncompetitive

 
/ˌnänkəmˈpedədiv/






adjective



1.
 
not involving competition; not competitive




•
 
they joined in noncompetitive activities like friendship week.










2.
 
not subject to competition




•
 
noncompetitive eligibility.



















noncomplex

 
/ˌnänkəmˈpleks, ˌnänˈkämpleks/






adjective




easy to analyze or understand; simple




•
 
a single, noncomplex idea.



















noncompliance

 
/ˌnänkəmˈplīəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
failure to act in accordance with a wish or command.




2.
 
failure to conform to rules or standards.








II.
 
derivatives





noncompliant






adjective





















non compos mentis

 
/ˌnän ˌkämpəs ˈmen(t)əs /

 
non compos





I.
 
adjective




not sane or in one's right mind.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘not having control of one's mind.’





noncompulsory

 
/ˌnänkəmˈpəlsərē/






adjective




not required by law or a rule; voluntary




•
 
language learning became noncompulsory.



















nonconductor

 
/ˌnänkənˈdəktər/





I.
 
noun




a substance that does not conduct heat or electricity.








II.
 
derivatives





nonconducting

 
/ˈˌnän kənˈdəktiNG /






adjective





















nonconfidential

 
/ˌnänkänfəˈden(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a subject or information) not secret or confidential.








II.
 
derivatives





nonconfidentially






adverb





















nonconformist

 
/ˌnänkənˈfôrməst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose behavior or views do not conform to prevailing ideas or practices.




2.
 
(
Nonconformist

 )
 — a member of a Protestant church in England that dissents from the established Anglican Church.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characterized by behavior or views that do not conform to prevailing ideas or practices.




2.
 
(
Nonconformist

 )
 — of or relating to Nonconformists or their principles and practices.








III.
 
derivatives





nonconformism

 
/ˌnänk(ə)nˈfôrˌmizəm /






noun





















nonconformity

 
/ˌnänkənˈfôrmədē/






noun



1.
 
failure or refusal to conform to a prevailing rule or practice.




2.
 
lack of similarity in form or type.




3.
 
(
Nonconformity

 )
 — Nonconformists as a body, especially Protestants in England dissenting from the Anglican Church.




4.
 
the principles or practice of Nonconformists, especially Protestant dissent.













nonconfrontational

 
/ˌnänkänfrənˈtāSHənl/





I.
 
adjective




tending to deal with situations calmly and diplomatically; not aggressive or hostile




•
 
a nonconfrontational approach to matrimonial disputes.














II.
 
derivatives





nonconfrontationally






adverb





















nonconsecutive

 
/ˌnänkənˈsekyədiv/





I.
 
adjective




not in order or following continuously




•
 
the only president to serve two nonconsecutive terms.














II.
 
derivatives





nonconsecutively






adverb





















noncontentious

 
/ˌnänkənˈten(t)SHəs/






adjective



1.
 
not causing or likely to cause an argument.




2.
 


[Law]

 not involving differences between contending parties.













noncontradiction

 
/ˌnänkäntrəˈdikSHən/





I.
 
noun




a lack or absence of contradiction, especially as a principle of logic that a proposition and its opposite cannot both be true.








II.
 
derivatives





noncontradictory

 
/-ˈdiktərē /






adjective





















noncontributory

 
/ˌnänkənˈtribyətôrē/






adjective



1.
 
not playing a part in bringing something about.




2.
 
(of a pension or pension plan) funded by regular payments by the employer, not the employee.













noncontroversial

 
/ˌnänˌkäntrəˈvərSH(ə)l/






adjective




not giving rise to disagreement; not controversial (tending to be less forceful in meaning than 
uncontroversial

 ).













noncooperation

 
/ˌnänkōˌäpəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




failure or refusal to cooperate, especially as a form of protest.













noncore

 
/ˈnonˌkôr/






adjective




not considered to be essential; expendable




•
 
substantial expenditure cuts in noncore service areas.



















noncount

 
/ˈnänˌkount/






adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a noun) not countable.













noncustodial

 
/ˌnänkəˈstōdēəl/






adjective






[Law]

 not having custody of one's children after a divorce




•
 
the relationship between the children and their noncustodial father was virtually destroyed.



















nondairy

 
/ˌnänˈderē/






adjective




containing no milk or milk products




•
 
a nondairy creamer.



















nondeductible

 
/ˌnändiˈdəktəb(ə)l/






adjective




not allowable as a deduction from income for the calculation of taxes.













nondegradable

 
/ˌnändiˈɡrādəb(ə)l/






adjective




not biodegradable or subject to decomposition




•
 
nondegradable waste that ends up in the water.



















nondelivery

 
/ˌnändəˈlivərē/






noun






[chiefly Law]

 failure to provide or deliver goods.













nondenominational

 
/ˌnändəˌnäməˈnāSHənəl/






adjective




open or acceptable to people of any Christian denomination.













nondescript

 
/ˌnändəˈskript/





I.
 
adjective




lacking distinctive or interesting features or characteristics




•
 
she lived in a nondescript suburban apartment block.














II.
 
noun




a nondescript person or thing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nondescriptly






adverb













2.
 
nondescriptness

 
/-ˈskrip(t)nis /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘not previously described or identified scientifically’): from non-
 + obsolete 
descript

 ‘described, engraved’ (from Latin 
descriptus

 ).





nondestructive

 
/ˌnändəˈstrəktiv/






adjective






‹technical›

 not involving damage or destruction, especially of an object or material that is being tested




•
 
instruments subjected to nondestructive analysis by X-ray fluorescence.



















nondigital

 
/ˌnänˈdijədl/






adjective



1.
 
not represented by numbers, especially binary codes; not digitized




•
 
nondigital items have only their location information (catalog records) in the digital library, as it happens in a traditional automated library situation.










2.
 
not using the Internet or computers




•
 
nondigital submissions will be accepted only until February 1st.



















nondirectional

 
/ˌnändəˈrekSHənəl/






adjective



1.
 
lacking directional properties.




2.
 
(of sound, light, radio waves, etc.) equally sensitive, intense, etc., in every direction.













nondisclosure

 
/ˌnändisˈklōZHər/






noun




failure to reveal or disclose information, or an instance of this




•
 
security requirements are used to justify the nondisclosure of basic information.



















nondisclosure agreement






noun




a contract by which one or more parties agree not to disclose confidential information that they have shared with each other as a necessary part of doing business together




•
 
all staff sign nondisclosure agreements, thus ensuring the confidentiality of any proprietary information.



















nondiscriminatory

 
/ˌnändəˈskrimənəˌtôrē/






adjective




not making an unfair or prejudicial distinction between different categories of people or things




•
 
enlistment is voluntary and nondiscriminatory; any sex, any age




•
 
a nondiscriminatory policy was introduced.



















nondisjunction

 
/ˌnändisˈjəNGkSHən/






noun






[Genetics]

 the failure of one or more pairs of homologous chromosomes or sister chromatids to separate normally during nuclear division, usually resulting in an abnormal distribution of chromosomes in the daughter nuclei.













nondrinker

 
/nänˈdriNGkər/






noun




a person who does not drink alcohol.













nondrinking

 
/ˌnänˈdriNGkiNG/






adjective




abstaining from alcoholic drink




•
 
Bob is a nondrinking vegetarian type




•
 
I enjoy my nondrinking days because I know that I'll get a lot done.



















nondrip

 
/ˌnänˈdrip/






adjective




(of paint) specially formulated so that it does not drip or run when wet.













nondriver

 
/ˌnänˈdrīvər/






noun




a person who does not or cannot drive a motor vehicle.













nondrying

 
/ˌnänˈdrīiNG/






adjective



1.
 
not causing dryness




•
 
wash your complexion with a nondrying cleanser.










2.
 
(of an oil) that does not harden when exposed to air.














none1


 
/nən/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
not any




•
 


none of

 you want to work




•
 
don't use any more water, or there'll be none left for me.










2.
 
no person; no one




•
 
none could match her looks.














II.
 
adverb

 — (
none the

 ) [with 
comparative

 ]


1.
 
by no amount; not at all




•
 
it is made none the easier by the differences in approach.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
none the less






see nonetheless
 .









2.
 
none other than






used to emphasize the surprising identity of a person or thing




•
 
her first customer was none other than Henry du Pont.















3.
 
be none the wiser






see wise
 1
 .









4.
 
none the worse for






see worse
 .









5.
 
none too






see too
 .









6.
 
want (or will have) none of






(especially with reference to behavior) refuse to accept (something)




•
 
Danny offered to wait below, but Peter would have none of it.





















– origin

 Old English 
nān

 , from 
ne

 ‘not’ + 
ān

 ‘one,’ of Germanic origin; compare with German 
nein

 ‘no!’ / 
usage:

 It is sometimes held that 
none

 can take only a singular verb, never a plural verb: 
none

 of them 
is

 coming tonight, rather than 
none

 of them 
are

 coming tonight. There is little justification, historical or grammatical, for this view. 
None

 is descended from Old English 
nān

 , meaning ‘not one,’ and has been used for around a thousand years with both a singular and a plural verb, depending on the context and the emphasis needed.






none2


 
/nən /

 
nones





I.
 
noun




a service forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said (or chanted) at the ninth hour of the day (3 p.m.).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
nona

 , feminine singular of 
nonus

 ‘ninth.’ Compare with noon
 .





nonecclesiastical

 
/ˌnänəˌklēzēˈastikəl/






adjective




not relating to the Christian Church or its clergy




•
 
nonecclesiastical universities.



















nonemergency

 
/ˌnänəˈmərjənsē/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a situation that does not require immediate action, typically with regard to a person's health




•
 
the hospital decided to cancel nonemergency procedures to free up all possible beds for patients in more urgent need




•
 
for the most part, no special equipment needs to be provided for nonemergencies.



















nonemployment

 
/ˌnänəmˈploimənt/






noun



1.
 
the state of not having paid work




•
 
many mothers choose nonemployment because no high-quality reduced-hour work is available.










2.
 
the state of not being used




•
 
the nonemployment of force.



















nonempty

 
/ˌnänˈem(p)tē/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 (of a set or class) not empty; having at least one element or member.













nonentity

 
/näˈnen(t)ədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing with no special or interesting qualities; an unimportant person or thing




•
 
a political nonentity.










2.
 
nonexistence




•
 
asserting the nonentity of evil.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
nonentitas

 ‘nonexistence.’






nones

 
/nōnz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
in the ancient Roman calendar, the ninth day before the ides by inclusive reckoning, that is, the 7th day of March, May, July, and October, or the 5th of other months.




2.
 
another term for none
 2
 .











– origin

 via Old French from Latin 
nonas

 , feminine accusative plural of 
nonus

 ‘ninth.’





nonessential

 
/ˌnänəˈsen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not absolutely necessary




•
 
during the strike nonessential hospital services were halted.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
nonessentials

 )


1.
 
a nonessential thing.













non est factum

 
/ˌnän ˌest ˈfaktəm ˌnōn ˌest ˈfaktəm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a plea that a written agreement is invalid because the defendant was mistaken about its character when signing it.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘it was not done.’





nonesuch

 
/ˈnənˌsəCH /

 
nonsuch





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that is regarded as perfect or excellent.




2.
 
another term for black medick (see medick
 ).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: coined on the pattern of 
nonpareil

 .





nonet

 
/nōˈnet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of nine people or things, especially musicians.




2.
 
a musical composition for nine voices or instruments.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
nonetto

 , from 
nono

 ‘ninth,’ from Latin 
nonus

 .






nonetheless

 
/ˌnənT͟Həˈles /

 
none the less






adverb




in spite of that; nevertheless




•
 
it was the barest of welcomes, but it was a welcome nonetheless.




















non-Euclidean

 
/ˌnän yo͞oˈklidēən/






adjective






[Geometry]

 denying or going beyond Euclidean principles in geometry, especially in contravening the postulate that only one line through a given point can be parallel to a given line.













non-European

 
/ˌnäːnyo͝oərəˈpēːən/





I.
 
adjective




not European




•
 
a wide range of non-European cultures.














II.
 
noun




a person who is not European




•
 
the art and music of non-Europeans.



















nonevent

 
/ˌnänəˈvent/






noun



1.
 
a disappointing or insignificant event or occasion, especially one that was expected or intended to be exciting or interesting.




2.
 
a scheduled event that did not happen.













nonexclusive

 
/ˌnänəkˈsklo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




not restricted to the person, group, or area concerned; not exclusive




•
 
the broadcaster will buy nonexclusive rights for games from time to time.














II.
 
derivatives





nonexclusivity






noun





















nonexecutive

 
/ˌnäniɡˈzekyədiv/





I.
 
adjective




not having an executive function




•
 
a nonexecutive director.














II.
 
noun




a person without executive responsibilities.













nonexistence

 
/ˌnänəɡˈzistəns/






noun




the fact or state of not existing or not being real or present




•
 
nonbelievers cannot prove the nonexistence of God.



















nonexistent

 
/ˌnänəɡˈzistənt/






adjective




not existing, or not real or present




•
 
she pretended to tie a nonexistent shoelace.



















nonexpert

 
/ˌnänˈekˌspərt/





I.
 
noun




a person without professional or specialized knowledge in a particular subject




•
 
a review article is often superior when it is written by a nonexpert.














II.
 
adjective




not having or involving professional or specialized knowledge




•
 
nonexpert witnesses.



















nonexplosive

 
/ˌnänikˈsplōsiv/






adjective




not able or likely to explode or to cause an explosion.













nonextreme

 
/ˌnänəkˈstrēm/






adjective




not radical, serious, or exceptional; moderate




•
 
a strong and nonextreme leader who ran a powerful, positive campaign.




















nonfactive

 
/nänˈfaktiv/






adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting a verb that takes a clausal object that may or may not designate a true fact, for example, 
believe

 as opposed to 
know

 .

Contrasted with contrafactive
 , factive
 .













nonfat

 
/ˌnänˈfat/






adjective




(of a food) containing no fat; with all fat solids removed




•
 
nonfat buttermilk.



















nonfeasance

 
/nänˈfēzəns/






noun






[Law]

 failure to perform an act that is required by law.













nonferrous

 
/nänˈferəs/






adjective




relating to or denoting a metal other than iron or steel.













nonfertile

 
/ˌnänˈfərdl/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person, animal, or plant) unable to reproduce




•
 
nonfertile females.










2.
 
(of land) unable to sustain crops or vegetation




•
 
nonfertile ground.



















nonfiction

 
/ˌnänˈfikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




prose writing that is based on facts, real events, and real people, such as biography or history.








II.
 
derivatives





nonfictional

 
/ˌnänˈfikSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective





















nonfigurative

 
/ˌnänˈfiɡ(y)ərədiv/






adjective



1.
 
not figurative.




2.
 
(of an artist or work of art) abstract.














nonfinite

 
/nänˈfīnīt/






adjective



1.
 
not finite.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb form) not limited by tense, person, or number.

Contrasted with finite
 .













nonflammable

 
/nänˈflaməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not catching fire easily; not flammable.











usage:

 See usage at inflammable
 .





nonfulfillment

 
/ˌnänfo͝olˈfilmənt/






noun




failure to fulfill or carry out something desired, planned, or promised.













nonfunctional

 
/nänˈfəNGkSHənəl/






adjective



1.
 
not having any particular purpose or function.




2.
 
not operating or in working order.













nonfunctioning

 
/ˌnänˈfəNGkSHəniNG/






adjective




not working or operating properly




•
 
nonfunctioning smoke detectors are common.



















nongendered

 
/ˌnänˈjendərd/






adjective




not relating or specific to people of one particular gender




•
 
campaigns to provide safe, nongendered bathroom options.



















nongenetic

 
/ˌnänjəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective




not relating to or acquired through heredity; not genetic




•
 
environmental and other nongenetic factors also contribute to the disease process.














II.
 
derivatives





nongenetically






adverb





















nongovernmental

 
/ˌnänɡəvər(n)ˈmen(t)l/






adjective




(especially of an organization) not belonging to or associated with any government.













nonhereditary

 
/ˌnänhəˈrediˌterē/






adjective




not acquired or acquirable by inheritance




•
 
nonhereditary forms of breast cancer.



















nonhistorical

 
/ˌnänhiˈstôrik(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
not based on or drawn from history




•
 
nonhistorical data.










2.
 
without regard for history




•
 
pontificating from a nonhistorical perspective.



















non-Hodgkin's lymphoma






noun






[Medicine]

 a form of malignant lymphoma distinguished from Hodgkin's disease only by the absence of binucleate giant cells.













nonhuman

 
/ˌnänˈ(h)yo͞omən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of a creature or thing that is not a human being




•
 
ascribing human characteristics to nonhuman animals.














II.
 
noun




a creature that is not a human being.













noni

 
/ˈnōnē/





I.
 
noun




any of various evergreen trees or shrubs of the madder family (Genus 
Morinda

 ) native to the South Pacific. Various medicinal preparations are made from their leaves, roots, and fruit.











– origin

 Tahitian.





noninclusive

 
/ˌnäninˈklo͞osiv/






adjective



1.
 
not including all possible elements; not exhaustive




•
 
a noninclusive list.










2.
 
excluding some parties, interests, or concerns




•
 
the book is further hampered by noninclusive language.



















noninfectious

 
/ˌnäninˈfekSHəs/






adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or disease-causing organism) not liable to be transmitted through the environment.




2.
 
not liable to spread infection.













noninflammable

 
/ˌnäninˈflaməbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not catching fire easily; not flammable.











usage:

 Technically, there is no difference between 
nonflammable

 and 
noninflammable

 , but the preferred, less confusing choice is 
nonflammable

 . See also usage at inflammable
 .





noninflammatory

 
/ˌnäninˈflaməˌtôrē/






adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 not accompanied by or associated with inflammation




•
 
noninflammatory acne.










2.
 
not controversial or contentious




•
 
a noninflammatory report.



















noninherent

 
/ˌnäninˈherənt/






adjective




(of an adjective) having the relevant meaning only when used attributively with reference to a particular individual; for example, 
poor

 and 
old

 in 
the poor old fellow

 , which is not equivalent to 
the fellow was poor and old

 .

Contrasted with inherent
 .













non-insulin-dependent






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting a type of diabetes in which there is some insulin secretion. Such diabetes typically develops in adulthood and can frequently be managed by diet and hypoglycemic agents.













noninterference

 
/ˌnänin(t)ərˈfirəns/






noun




failure or refusal to intervene without invitation or necessity, especially in political matters.













noninterlaced

 
/ˌnänin(t)ərˈlāst/






adjective




(of a monitor) denoting, relating to, or capable of graphic display in which adjacent lines or picture elements are displayed in succession, so as to form a single scanning sequence.













nonintervention

 
/ˌnänin(t)ərˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the principle or practice of not becoming involved in the affairs of others.




2.
 
a policy of nonintervention adopted by a country in its international relations.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
noninterventionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
noninterventionist

 
/-nist /






adjective, noun





















noninvasive

 
/ˌnäninˈvāsiv/






adjective



1.
 
(of medical procedures) not requiring the introduction of instruments into the body




•
 
noninvasive techniques such as ultrasound.










2.
 
(of a cancerous disease) not tending to spread.




3.
 
(of plants) not tending to spread undesirably.













nonionic

 
/ˌnänīˈänik/






adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 not ionic.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a detergent) not dissociating into ions in aqueous solution.













nonirritating

 
/ˌnänˈirətādiNG/






adjective




not causing irritation to a body part




•
 
the treatments are nonirritating, save for a little warmth on the skin




•
 
a gentle, nonirritating cleanser.



















nonism

 
/ˈnänizəm/






noun






(US)

 general abstention from activities and substances regarded as damaging to one's health or well-being.













nonissue

 
/ˌnänˈiSHo͞o/






noun




a topic of little or no importance.













nonjudgmental

 
/ˌnänjəjˈmen(t)l /

 
nonjudgemental






adjective




not judgmental; avoiding moral judgments.













nonjudicial

 
/ˌnänjo͞oˈdiSHəl/






adjective



1.
 
not resulting from a court ruling or judgment




•
 
nonjudicial punishment.










2.
 
not involving courts or judges




•
 
nonjudicial appointments.




















Nonjuror

 
/nänˈjo͝orər/






noun




a member of the English clergy who refused to take the oath of allegiance to William and Mary in 1689.













nonjury

 
/nänˈjo͝orē/






adjective






[Law]

 denoting a trial or legal action not having or requiring a jury.













nonleague

 
/nänˈlēɡ/






adjective




denoting or relating to a team, game, or match that is not affiliated with a country's main professional leagues




•
 
the Wildcats were cocky in the preseason but were humbled by some nonleague losses.



















non licet

 
/ˌnän ˈlīsit/





I.
 
adjective




not allowed; unlawful.











– origin

 Latin.





nonlinear

 
/nänˈlinēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not denoting, involving, or arranged in a straight line.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 designating or involving an equation whose terms are not of the first degree.




3.
 


[Physics]

 involving a lack of linearity between two related qualities such as input and output.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 involving measurement in more than one dimension.




5.
 
not linear, sequential, or straightforward; random




•
 
Joyce's stream-of-consciousness, nonlinear narrative.










6.
 
of or denoting digital editing whereby a sequence of edits is stored on computer as opposed to videotape, thus facilitating further editing.








II.
 
phrases





go nonlinear








‹informal›

 become excited or angry, especially about a particular obsession.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nonlinearity

 
/ˌnänlinēˈaritē /






noun













2.
 
nonlinearly






adverb





















nonliquid

 
/ˌnänˈlikwid/






adjective



1.
 
having a form other than liquid




•
 
nonliquid hydrocarbons.










2.
 
not readily convertible to cash




•
 
nonliquid assets.



















nonliteral

 
/ˌnänˈlidərəl, ˌnänˈlitrəl/






adjective




not using or taking words in their usual or most basic sense




•
 
there are so many ways to tell stories in a nonliteral way.



















nonliterate

 
/nänˈlidərət/






adjective




unable to read or write




•
 
nonliterate cultures.



















nonliving

 
/ˌnänˈliviNG/






adjective



1.
 
inanimate; inorganic




•
 
materials that come from nonliving sources.










2.
 
no longer alive




•
 
a kidney from a nonliving donor.



















nonlogical

 
/nänˈläjikəl/





I.
 
adjective




not derived from or according to the rules of logic or formal argument (less forceful in meaning than 
illogical

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





nonlogically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















nonmandatory

 
/ˌnänˈmandəˌtôrē/






adjective




not required by law or mandate; voluntary




•
 
the department has slashed nonmandatory overtime.



















nonmanual

 
/ˌnänˈmanyo͞oəl/






adjective




not using or working with the hands




•
 
nonmanual laborers




•
 
his work was nonmanual because it was white-collar, specialized work.



















nonmaterial

 
/ˌnänməˈtirēəl/






adjective



1.
 
not consisting of physical objects




•
 
there are many nonmaterial goods exchanged on the market.










2.
 
involving or concerned with the needs of the mind, spirit, or intellect




•
 
a public realm upholding nonmaterial values.



















nonmaterialistic

 
/ˌnänməˌtirēəˈlistik/






adjective




not concerned with material possessions




•
 
my dream is to raise my kids to be nonmaterialistic and honest




•
 
the nonmaterialistic ideals of Buddhism.



















non-mechanized






adjective




not using or involving machines or automatic devices




•
 
non-mechanized agricultural operations.



















nonmember

 
/ˌnänˈmembər/





I.
 
noun




a person, body, or country that is not a member of a particular organization.








II.
 
derivatives





nonmembership

 
/nänˈmembərˌSHip /






noun





















nonmetal

 
/ˌnänˈmedl/





I.
 
noun




an element or substance that is not a metal.








II.
 
derivatives





nonmetallic

 
/ˌnänməˈtalik /






adjective





















nonmetropolitan

 
/ˌnänmetrəˈpälətn/






adjective




relating to or denoting the regions outside a metropolis




•
 
rural and nonmetropolitan America




•
 
the residents of nonmetropolitan areas.



















nonmilitary

 
/ˌnänˈmiləˌterē/






adjective




not belonging to, characteristic of, or involving the armed forces; civilian




•
 
the widespread destruction of nonmilitary targets.



















nonministerial

 
/ˌnänˌminəˈstirēəl/






adjective



1.
 
not involving religious ministry; lay




•
 
nonministerial staff at the church.










2.
 
not relating to the role of a government minister.













nonmoral

 
/nänˈmôrəl/






adjective




not holding or manifesting moral principles




•
 
nonmoral value judgments.



















nonnative

 
/ˌnänˈnādiv/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person, plant, or animal) not indigenous or native to a particular place.




2.
 
(of a speaker) not having spoken the language in question from earliest childhood.













nonnatural

 
/nänˈnaCHər(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
not involving or manifesting natural means or processes.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 existing but not part of the natural world (a term used by G. E. Moore of ethical properties).













nonnegative

 
/ˌnänˈneɡədiv/






adjective



1.
 
not negative.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 either positive or equal to zero.













nonnegotiable

 
/ˌnä(n)nəˈɡōSHəbəl/






adjective



1.
 
not open to discussion or modification.




2.
 
(of a document) not able to be transferred or assigned to the legal ownership of another person.













non-net

 
/nänˈnet/






adjective




(of an amount) including tax and other sums in addition to the net amount.













nonnuclear

 
/nänˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective



1.
 
not involving or relating to nuclear energy or nuclear weapons.




2.
 
(of a country) not possessing nuclear weapons.




3.
 


[Physics]

 not involving, relating to, or forming part of a nucleus or nuclei.













no-no

 
/ˈnō ˌnō/






noun






‹informal›

 a thing that is not possible or acceptable




•
 
perming highlighted hair used to be 
a

 definite 
no-no

 , but it's now possible.



















nonobjective

 
/ˌnänəbˈjektiv/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their judgment) influenced by personal feeling or opinions in considering and representing facts.




2.
 
of or relating to abstract art.













nonobservance

 
/ˌnänəbˈzərvəns/






noun




failure to fulfill or comply with an obligation, rule, or custom.













nonofficial

 
/ˌnänəˈfiSHəl/






adjective




not sanctioned or controlled by an authority




•
 
mission personnel will limit nonofficial travel.



















no-nonsense






adjective




simple and straightforward; sensible.













nonoperational

 
/ˌnänˌäpəˈrāSHənl/






adjective



1.
 
not working or in use




•
 
nonoperational equipment.










2.
 
not engaged in or involving active duties.




3.
 
not derived from or involving normal business operations.













nonordained

 
/ˌnänôrˈdānd/






adjective




not having been ordained as a priest or minister




•
 
the church didn't fund pensions for nonordained staff.



















nonorganic

 
/ˌnänôrˈɡanik/






adjective



1.
 
not organic, in particular




2.
 
not relating to or derived from living matter




•
 
nonorganic archaeological finds.










3.
 
(especially of food or farming methods) not involving or relating to production by organic methods




•
 
nonorganic hens' eggs




•
 
nonorganic pesticides.



















nonparametric

 
/ˌnänperəˈmetrik/






adjective






[Statistics]

 not involving any assumptions as to the form or parameters of a frequency distribution.













nonpareil

 
/ˌnänpəˈrel/





I.
 
adjective




having no match or equal; unrivaled




•
 
he is a nonpareil storyteller




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
a film critic nonpareil.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unrivaled or matchless person or thing.




2.
 


(US)

 a flat round candy made of chocolate covered with white sugar sprinkles.




3.
 


[Printing]

 an old type size equal to six points (larger than ruby or agate, smaller than emerald or minion).











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from 
non-

 ‘not’ + 
pareil

 ‘equal’ (from popular Latin 
pariculus

 , diminutive of Latin 
par

 ‘equal’).





nonparticipant

 
/ˌnänpärˈtisəpənt/






noun




a person who does not take part in something




•
 
I'm happy to be a 
nonparticipant in

 the conversations




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
nonparticipant observations of classroom teaching.



















nonparticipating

 
/ˌnänpərˈtisəˌpādiNG/






adjective



1.
 
not involved or taking part in an activity.




2.
 
(of an insurance policy) not allowing the holder a share of the profits, typically in the form of a bonus, made by the company.













nonparticipation

 
/ˌnänpärtisəˈpāSH(ə)n/






noun




the fact or condition of not being involved with or participating in something




•
 
the government's nonparticipation in the war is tactical




•
 
the teacher didn't seem to mind their nonparticipation.



















nonpartisan

 
/ˌnänˈpärdizən/






adjective




not biased or partisan, especially toward any particular political group.













nonparty

 
/nänˈpärtē/






adjective




independent of any political party.













nonpast

 
/ˈnänˌpast/






noun






[Grammar]

 a tense not expressing a past action or state.













nonpayment

 
/nänˈpāmənt/






noun




failure to pay an amount of money that is owed




•
 
homes repossessed for nonpayment of mortgages.



















nonpenetrative

 
/ˌnänˈpenəˌtrādiv/






adjective




(of sexual activity) in which penetration by the penis does not take place.













nonperformance

 
/ˌnänpərˈfôrməns/






noun



1.
 
failure or refusal to perform or fulfill a condition, promise, etc.




•
 
the vendor will be sued by the customer for nonperformance.










2.
 
the state of not being performed




•
 
plays developed in nonperformance workshops.



















nonpermanent

 
/ˌnänˈpərmənənt/






adjective




lasting or acting for only a limited period of time




•
 
the council is made up of five permanent and ten nonpermanent members.



















nonperson

 
/ˌnänˈpərsən/






noun




a person regarded as nonexistent or unimportant, or as having no rights; an ignored or forgotten person




•
 
these players were famous within their own communities, but nonpersons outside them.







Compare with unperson
 .













nonphysical

 
/ˌnänˈfizikəl/






adjective



1.
 
not relating to or concerning the body




•
 
both physical and nonphysical ill-treatment.










2.
 
not tangible or concrete




•
 
nonphysical digital money.



















nonpictorial

 
/ˌnänpikˈtôrēəl/






adjective




not involving or expressed in pictures; not illustrated.













non placet

 
/ˌnän ˈplāsit/





I.
 
noun




a negative vote in a church or college assembly.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘it does not please.’





nonplus

 
/nänˈpləs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surprise and confuse (someone) so much that they are unsure how to react




•
 
Diane was nonplussed by such an odd question.














II.
 
noun




a state of being very surprised and confused.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
non plus

 ‘not more.’ The noun originally meant ‘a state in which no more can be said or done.’





nonplussed

 
/nänˈpləst /

 
nonplused





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) surprised and confused so much that they are unsure how to react




•
 
he would be completely nonplussed and embarrassed at the idea.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) not disconcerted; unperturbed.











usage:

 In standard use, 
nonplussed

 means ‘surprised and confused’: the hostility of the new neighbor's refusal left Mrs. Walker nonplussed. In North American English, a new use has developed in recent years, meaning ‘unperturbed’—more or less the opposite of its traditional meaning: hoping to disguise his confusion, he tried to appear 
nonplussed

 . This new use probably arose on the assumption that 
non-

 was the normal negative prefix and must therefore have a negative meaning. It is not considered part of standard English.






nonpoint source

 
/ˌnänˈpoint ˌsôrs/






noun




a source of pollution that issues from widely distributed or pervasive environmental elements.




•
 
cattle are the leading nonpoint source of pollution in Canada today.



















nonpolitical

 
/ˌnänpəˈlidək(ə)l/






adjective




not relating to or motivated by politics




•
 
nonpolitical speeches.



















nonpolluting

 
/ˌnänpəˈlo͞odiNG/






adjective




not releasing pollutants, especially carbon dioxide, into the atmosphere




•
 
wind power is a nonpolluting alternative to fossil fuels.



















non possumus

 
/ˌnän ˈpäsəməs/





I.
 
noun




used as a statement expressing inability to act in a matter.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘we cannot.’





nonpracticing

 
/nänˈpraktisiNG/






adjective



1.
 
brought up as a member of a particular religion but not following its rules and practices




•
 
nonpracticing Jews.










2.
 
not currently practicing one's profession




•
 
a nonpracticing lawyer.



















nonprescription

 
/ˌnänprəˈskripSHən/






adjective




(of a medicine) available for sale without a prescription.













nonproductive

 
/ˌnänprəˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not producing or able to produce goods, crops, or economic benefit (tending to be less forceful in meaning than 
unproductive

 ).




2.
 
achieving little.








II.
 
derivatives





nonproductively






adverb





















nonprofessional

 
/ˌnänprəˈfeSHənəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or engaged in a paid occupation that does not require advanced education or training




•
 
nonprofessional grades of staff.










2.
 
relating to or engaged in an activity (especially an interest or hobby) that is not a person's main paid occupation




•
 
nonprofessional actors.














II.
 
noun




a nonprofessional person.














nonprofit

 
/ˌnänˈpräfit/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not making or conducted primarily to make a profit




•
 
charities and other nonprofit organizations.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a nonprofit organization




•
 
I spent the next six years working for small nonprofits.



















nonproliferation

 
/ˌnänprəˌlifəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the prevention of an increase or spread of something, especially the number of countries possessing nuclear weapons




•
 
the members will continue to pursue nonproliferation and threat reduction projects globally




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a nuclear nonproliferation agreement.



















Non-Proliferation Treaty

 
NPT






an international treaty aiming to prevent an increase in the number of countries possessing nuclear weapons, effective from 1970 and ratified by most members of the United Nations.









nonproprietary

 
/ˌnänprəˈprīəˌterē/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of computer hardware or software) conforming to standards that are in the public domain or are widely licensed, and so not restricted to one manufacturer.




2.
 
not registered or protected as a trademark or brand name; generic.













non-pros

 
non pros.






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 adjudge (a plaintiff) in default.













nonpublic

 
/ˌnänˈpəblik/






adjective



1.
 
not open or available to the public




•
 
the museum's nonpublic spaces.










2.
 
not publicly owned or controlled; private




•
 
nonpublic schools.










3.
 
not taking place in public




•
 
nonpublic behavior.



















nonracial

 
/nänˈrāSH(ə)l/






adjective




not involving racial factors or racial discrimination.













nonrandom

 
/ˌnänˈrandəm/





I.
 
adjective




determined by or resulting from factors other than chance




•
 
a nonrandom distribution pattern.














II.
 
derivatives





nonrandomly






adverb





















nonreader

 
/ˌnänˈrēdər/






noun




a person who cannot or does not read.













nonrealistic

 
/ˌnänˌrēəˈlistik/






adjective




not representing things in a way that is accurate and true to life




•
 
nonrealistic environments




•
 
theatrical production should be nonrealistic, formalized, and symbolic.



















nonrecognition

 
/ˌnänrekəɡˈniSHən/






noun




refusal to acknowledge the existence, validity, or legality of something




•
 
trade barriers such as nonrecognition of professional qualifications




•
 
nonrecognition of same-sex marriages.



















nonrecurring

 
/nänriˈkəriNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of costs, charges, taxes, etc.) occurring one time only




•
 
nonrecurring grants to officers.










2.
 
not returning or recurring




•
 
a nonrecurring illness.



















nonrefillable

 
/ˌnänrēˈfiləb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of a container) not allowed to be refilled and resold.




2.
 
(of a medical prescription) to be dispensed only once.













non-refoulement

 
/ˌnɒnrəˈfo͞olmäN/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the practice of not forcing refugees or asylum seekers to return to a country in which they are liable to be subjected to persecution




•
 
we are appealing to all states to uphold their international obligations with regard to non-refoulement.

















– origin

 1970s: from non-
 + refoulement
 .





nonrelative

 
/nänˈrelədiv/





I.
 
adjective




not considered in relation to something else




•
 
nonrelative judgements of beauty.














II.
 
noun




a person who is not connected by blood or marriage




•
 
I've never been to a wedding of a nonrelative.



















nonreligious

 
/ˌnänrəˈlijəs/






adjective




not relating to or believing in a religion




•
 
nonreligious images




•
 
even when a person is nonreligious, he or she usually has quite a bit to say on the topic.



















nonrenewable

 
/ˌnänriˈn(y)o͞oəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a contract, agreement, etc.) not able to be renewed




•
 
nonrenewable licenses.










2.
 
(of a natural resource or source of energy) existing in finite quantity; not capable of being replenished.




•
 
they realized that oil was nonrenewable, polluting, and expensive.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
nonrenewables

 )


1.
 
a nonrenewable energy source.




•
 
the availability of oil or other nonrenewables is not a concern to modern environmentalists.



















nonrepresentational

 
/ˌnänˌreprəˌzenˈtāSHənl/






adjective




(of a style of art) not intended to present an accurate depiction of the physical appearance of people or things




•
 
a completely nonrepresentational abstract painting.



















nonresident

 
/nänˈrezidənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not living in a particular place, especially a country or a place of work




•
 
the building had a nonresident, part-time caretaker.










2.
 
(of a job or program of study) not requiring the holder or participant to reside at the place of work or instruction.




3.
 


[Computing]

 (of software) not kept permanently in memory but available to be loaded from secondary storage or external device




•
 
if you want to use a nonresident font, you can manually download it.














II.
 
noun




a person not living in a particular place




•
 
parking permits are available for Richmond residents and nonresidents.














III.
 
derivatives





nonresidence






noun





















nonresidential

 
/ˌnänrezəˈden(t)SHəl/






adjective



1.
 
not requiring or providing facilities for people to live on the premises




•
 
two-day nonresidential workshops.










2.
 
(of property or land) containing or suitable for commercial premises rather than private houses.













nonresistance

 
/ˌnänrəˈzistəns/






noun




the practice or principle of not resisting authority, even when it is unjustly exercised.













nonresistant

 
/ˌnänriˈzistənt/






adjective



1.
 
(of an organism) vulnerable to particular diseases or pathogens




•
 
nonresistant rice plants.










2.
 
not mounting resistance to authority




•
 
nonresistant pacifism.



















nonrestrictive

 
/ˌnänriˈstriktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not involving restrictions or limitations.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a relative clause or descriptive phrase) giving additional information about a noun phrase whose particular reference has already been specified.











usage:

 On the use of 
restrictive

 and 
nonrestrictive

 relative clauses, see usage at restrictive
 , that
 , and which
 .





non-return

 
/ˌnänrəˈtərn/






adjective






(Brit.)

 permitting the flow of air or liquid in one direction only




•
 
a nonreturn valve.



















nonreturnable

 
/ˌnänrəˈtərnəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a deposit paid) not repayable in any circumstances.




2.
 
(of bottles or other containers) not intended to be returned empty to the suppliers.













nonrhotic

 
/ˌnänˈrōdik/






adjective






[Phonetics]

 relating to or denoting a dialect of English in which 
r

 is pronounced in prevocalic position only, common in eastern New England, New York City, and Britain.













nonrigid

 
/nänˈrijid/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of materials) not rigid.




2.
 
denoting an airship whose shape is maintained solely by the pressure of the gas inside.













non-scene

 
/nänˈsēn/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a homosexual) not inclined to participate in the social environment frequented predominantly by other homosexuals.













nonscheduled

 
/ˌnänˈskejəld/






adjective




denoting or relating to an airline that operates without fixed or published flying schedules




•
 
measures for nonscheduled sites are being considered.



















nonscientific

 
/ˌnänˌsīənˈtifik/





I.
 
adjective




not involving or relating to science or scientific methods.








II.
 
derivatives





nonscientist






noun





















nonsectarian

 
/ˌnänsekˈterēən/






adjective




not involving or relating to a specific religious sect or political group.













nonsecular

 
/nänˈsekyələr/






adjective




relating to or involving religious or spiritual matters.













nonsegregated

 
/ˌnänˈseɡrəˌɡādəd/






adjective




(of a group or system) not separated or divided along racial, sexual, or religious lines




•
 
nonsegregated schools.



















nonselective

 
/ˌnänsəˈlektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not involving selection of the most suitable or best qualified




•
 
a nonselective college.










2.
 
(of a process or agent) affecting all types or species




•
 
spray it with a nonselective weed killer.














II.
 
derivatives





nonselectively






adverb





















nonsense

 
/ˈnänˌsens ˈnänsəns/






noun



1.
 
spoken or written words that have no meaning or make no sense




•
 
he was talking absolute nonsense.










2.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used to show strong disagreement




•
 
“Nonsense! No one can do that.”










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting verse or other writing intended to be amusing by virtue of its absurd or whimsical language




•
 
nonsense poetry.










4.
 
foolish or unacceptable behavior




•
 
put a stop to that nonsense, will you?



















nonsense mutation






noun






[Genetics]

 a mutation in which a sense codon that corresponds to one of the twenty amino acids specified by the genetic code is changed to a chain-terminating codon.













nonsense syllable






noun




an arbitrarily formed syllable with no meaning, especially in songs or as used in memory experiments and tests.













nonsense word






noun




a word having no conventionally accepted meaning.













nonsensical

 
/ˌnänˈsensək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no meaning; making no sense




•
 
a nonsensical argument




•
 
he dismissed the claim as nonsensical.










2.
 
ridiculously impractical or ill-advised




•
 
a tax that everyone recognizes was nonsensical.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nonsensicality

 
/ˌnänsensəˈkalitē /






noun













2.
 
nonsensically

 
/ˌnänˈsensək(ə)lē /






adverb





















non sequitur

 
/ˌnän ˈsekwədər/





I.
 
noun




a conclusion or statement that does not logically follow from the previous argument or statement.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘it does not follow.’





nonsexual

 
/ˌnänˈsekSHo͞oəl/





I.
 
adjective




not involving or relating to sex or sexual reproduction.








II.
 
derivatives





nonsexually






adverb





















nonskid

 
/nänˈskid/






adjective




designed to prevent sliding or skidding




•
 
nonskid tires.



















nonslip

 
/nänˈslip/






adjective




designed to prevent slipping




•
 
a nonslip bath mat.



















nonsmoker

 
/ˌnänˈsmōkər/






noun




a person who does not smoke tobacco.













nonsmoking

 
/ˌnänˈsmōkiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) in which smoking tobacco is not permitted




•
 
the entire restaurant is nonsmoking.










2.
 
abstaining from smoking tobacco




•
 
a nonsmoking, nondrinking vegetarian.



















nonsolid color

 
/ˌnänˌsälid ˈkələr/






noun






[Computing]

 a color simulated by a pattern of dots of other colors, extending the range of colors available.













nonspeaking

 
/ˌnänˈspēkiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a role or part) not requiring the actor to speak.




2.
 
unable or unwilling to speak




•
 
the equipment will make an amazing difference to nonspeaking children at the school.



















nonspecialist

 
/ˌnänˈspeSHəlist/





I.
 
noun




a person who is not an expert or specialist in a particular subject.








II.
 
adjective




not having or requiring specialist knowledge.













nonspecific

 
/ˌnänspəˈsifik/






adjective



1.
 
not detailed or exact; general.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 not assignable to a particular cause, condition, or category.













nonspecific urethritis

 
/ˌnänspəˌsifik ˌyo͝orəˈTHrīdəs /

 
NSU






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the urethra due to infection by chlamydiae or other organisms (other than gonococci).













nonspiritual

 
/ˌnänˈspiriCHo͞o(ə)l/






adjective




not associated with or interested in religious or spiritual matters




•
 
nonspiritual pursuits




•
 
for a man who claimed that he was nonspiritual, he was very interested in the world of consciousness.



















nonstaining

 
/ˌnänˈstāniNG/






adjective



1.
 
not causing a stain




•
 
nonstaining modeling clay.










2.
 
not responding to the application of a stain or dye




•
 
nonstaining cells.




















nonstandard

 
/ˌnänˈstandərd/






adjective



1.
 
not average, normal, or usual




•
 
people working nonstandard hours.










2.
 
(of language) not of the form that is accepted as standard.













nonstarter

 
/ˌnänˈstärdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that fails to take part in a race.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person, plan, or idea that has no chance of succeeding or being effective.













nonstate actor






noun




an individual or organization that has significant political influence but is not allied to any particular country or state.













nonstick

 
/ˌnänˈstik/






adjective




(of a pan or surface) covered with a substance that prevents food from sticking to it during cooking




•
 
a nonstick frying pan.



















nonstoichiometric

 
/ˌnänˌstoikēōˈmetrik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 relating to or denoting quantities of reactants that are not in a simple integral ratio or are not in the ratio expected from an ideal formula or equation.













nonstop

 
/ˌnänˈstäp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
continuing without stopping or pausing




•
 
we had two days of almost nonstop rain.










2.
 
(of a passenger vehicle or journey) not having or making stops at intermediate places on the way to its destination




•
 
a nonstop flight to Los Angeles.










3.
 
oppressively constant; relentless




•
 
the show was axed after nonstop criticism.














II.
 
adverb




without stopping or pausing




•
 
Stephen had been working nonstop.














III.
 
noun




a nonstop flight or train




•
 
seven nonstops to New York every business day.



















nonstruck

 
/nänˈstrək/






adjective



1.
 
not having been the subject of a labor strike




•
 
nonstruck Association members.










2.
 
not having been stricken




•
 
occupants of the nonstruck side of the vehicle.










3.
 
not having been eliminated




•
 
nonstruck jurors.



















nonsuit

 
/nänˈso͞ot /

 

‹Law›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a judge or court) subject (a plaintiff) to the stoppage of their suit on the grounds of failure to make a legal case or bring sufficient evidence.








II.
 
noun




a court-ordered stoppage of a suit on the grounds that the plaintiff has failed to make a legal case or bring sufficient evidence.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Anglo-Norman French, literally ‘not pursuing’ (see non-
 , suit
 ).





nonsupport

 
/ˌnänsəˈpôrt/






noun






[Law]

 failure to provide for the maintenance of a child, spouse, or other dependent as required by law.













nonswimmer

 
/ˈnänˌswimər/






noun




a person who cannot or does not swim.













non-tariff






adjective






[Economics]

 (of a restriction to trade) not involving a tax or duty




•
 
the agreements also reduced 
non-tariff barriers

 to trade.



















nontechnical

 
/nänˈteknikəl/






adjective



1.
 
not relating to or involving science or technology




•
 
a simple, nontechnical procedure.










2.
 
without specialized or technical knowledge




•
 
a nontechnical background.










3.
 
not using technical terms or requiring specialized knowledge.













nontheistic

 
/ˌnänˌTHēˈistik/





I.
 
adjective




not having or involving a belief in a god or gods.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nontheism






noun













2.
 
nontheist






noun





















nontoxic

 
/nänˈtäksik/






adjective




not poisonous or toxic




•
 
nontoxic waste.



















nontraditional

 
/ˌnäntrəˈdiSHənl/






adjective




new and different from an established norm, custom, or method




•
 
moves to encourage women into nontraditional occupations.



















nontransparent

 
/ˌnäntranˈsperənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be seen through; opaque




•
 
a work rendered in nontransparent acrylic.










2.
 
(of an organization or its activities) not open to public scrutiny




•
 
the grant allocation process remains nontransparent and unclear.














II.
 
derivatives





nontransparency






noun





















nontreaty

 
/ˌnänˈtrēdē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 relating to an American Indian person or people not subject to a treaty made with the government.













nontrivial

 
/nänˈtrivēəl/






adjective



1.
 
not trivial; significant.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 having some variables or terms that are not equal to zero or an identity.













nontypical

 
/ˌnänˈtipikəl/






adjective




not having the distinctive qualities of a particular type of person or thing; uncharacteristic




•
 
patients with nontypical symptoms




•
 
the principle of soft budget constraints is nontypical for the current economic policy.



















non-U

 
/nänˈyo͞o/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of language or social behavior) not characteristic of the upper social classes; not socially acceptable to certain people.











– origin

 1950s: from non-
 + U
 3
 .





nonuniform

 
/ˌnänˈyo͞onəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective




not uniform, regular, or constant; varying.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nonuniformity






noun













2.
 
nonuniformly






adverb





















nonunion

 
/nänˈyo͞onyən/






adjective



1.
 
not belonging or relating to a labor union




•
 
nonunion farm workers




•
 
nonunion agreements.










2.
 
(of a company) not having labor union members




•
 
a high proportion of newly established firms are nonunion.










3.
 
not done or produced by members of a labor union




•
 
he sells nonunion doughnuts.



















nonunionized

 
/ˌnänˈyo͞onyənīzd/






adjective




not belonging to or recognizing a labor union




•
 
a nonunionized workforce.



















nonurban

 
/ˌnänˈərbən/






adjective




in, relating to, or characteristic of the areas outside a town or city




•
 
nonurban environments




•
 
pre-industrial and nonurban society




•
 
natural, nonurban scenery.



















nonuse

 
/ˌnänˈyo͞os /

 
nonusage





I.
 
noun




the refusal or failure to use something.








II.
 
derivatives





nonuser






noun





















nonvariable

 
/nänˈveriəb(ə)l/






adjective




consistent or having a fixed pattern; not liable to change




•
 
a nonvariable rate mortgage is the most stable option with little risk.



















nonverbal

 
/nänˈvərbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not involving or using words or speech




•
 
forms of nonverbal communication.














II.
 
derivatives





nonverbally






adverb





















nonviable

 
/ˌnänˈvīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to develop, grow, or survive




•
 
nonviable embryos.










2.
 
not practical or workable.








II.
 
derivatives





nonviability






noun





















nonvintage

 
/nänˈvin(t)ij/






adjective




denoting a wine that is not made from the crop of a single identified district in a good year.













nonviolence

 
/nänˈvīələns/






noun




the use of peaceful means, not force, to bring about political or social change.













nonviolent

 
/ˌnänˈvīələnt/





I.
 
adjective




using peaceful means rather than force, especially to bring about political or social change




•
 
he regarded hunger strikes as a powerful form of nonviolent protest.














II.
 
derivatives





nonviolently






adverb





















nonvolatile

 
/ˌnänˈvälədl/






adjective



1.
 
not volatile.




2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a computer's memory) retaining data even if there is a break in the power supply.













nonvoting

 
/ˌnänˈvōdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not having or using a vote




•
 
a nonvoting delegate




•
 
nonvoting stock.














II.
 
derivatives





nonvoter






noun






















nonwhite

 
/ˌnänˈ(h)wīt/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a person whose origin is not predominantly European.








II.
 
noun




a person whose origin is not predominantly European.











usage:

 The term 
nonwhite

 has been objected to as politically incorrect on the grounds that it assumes that the norm is white. However, although alternatives such as 
person of color

 have been put forward in recent years, they have not yet become widespread, or at least not appropriate in all contexts. 
Nonwhite

 continues to be broadly accepted where a collective term is required to show a distinction, as in statistical or demographic categories. See also person of color
 .





nonword

 
/ˈnänˌwərd/






noun




a group of letters or speech sounds that looks or sounds like a word but is not accepted as such by native speakers.













nonworking

 
/ˌnänˈwərkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not earning an income




•
 
a nonworking spouse.










2.
 
not requiring or involving work for money




•
 
nonworking days.










3.
 
not functional or operational




•
 
responsible disposal of nonworking products.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nonwork






noun













2.
 
nonworker






noun





















nonyl

 
/ˈnänil, ˈnō-/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting an alkyl radical —Co9
 H19
 , derived from nonane.













nonzero

 
/nänˈzērō/






adjective




having a positive or negative value; not equal to zero.













noob

 
/no͞ob/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is inexperienced in a particular sphere or activity, especially computing or the use of the Internet.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from newbie
 .





noodle1


 
/ˈno͞odl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
noodles

 )


1.
 
a strip, ring, or tube of pasta or a similar dough, typically made with egg and usually eaten with a sauce or in a soup.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Nudel

 , of unknown origin.





noodle2


 
/ˈno͞odl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid or silly person.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's head.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin. The sense ‘head’ dates from the early 20th cent.





noodle3


 
/ˈno͞odl/





I.
 
verb




[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 improvise or play casually on a musical instrument




•
 
tapes of him noodling on his guitar




•
 (as 
noun

 
noodling

 )
 
ambient synthesizer noodling.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





noodle shop

 
noodle bar






noun




a simple restaurant where Asian noodle dishes are served




•
 
this inviting noodle shop serves tasty bowls of pho.



















noogie

 
/ˈno͝oɡē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a hard poke or grind with the knuckles, especially on a person's head.











– origin

 1970s: perhaps a diminutive of knuckle
 .






nook

 
/no͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a corner or recess, especially one offering seclusion or security




•
 
the nook beside the fire




•
 
the fish should be able to find 
nooks and crannies

 in which they will be safe.














II.
 
phrases





every nook and cranny

 


‹chiefly Indian›

 every nook and corner






every part or aspect of something




•
 
the party reached into every nook and cranny of people's lives.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a corner or fragment): of unknown origin.





nooky

 
/ˈno͝okē /

 
nookie





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 sexual activity or intercourse.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from nook
 .






noon

 
/no͞on/





I.
 
noun




twelve o'clock in the day; midday




•
 
his classes let out at noon




•
 
the service starts at 
twelve noon

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
nōn

 ‘the ninth hour from sunrise, i.e., approximately 3 p.m.,’ from Latin 
nona (hora

 ) ‘ninth hour’; compare with none
 2
 .





noonday

 
/ˈno͞onˌdā/






noun




the middle of the day


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the blinds were lowered to keep out the noonday sun.



















no one

 
/ˈnō ˌwən/






pronoun




no person; not a single person




•
 
no one came




•
 
she told no one she was going.



















nooner

 
/ˈno͞onər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an event that occurs in the middle of the day, especially an act of sexual intercourse.













nooning

 
/ˈno͞oniNG/






noun






‹dialect›

 a rest or meal at midday.













noontide

 
/ˈno͞onˌtīd /

 
noontime






noun






‹literary›

 noon.













noose

 
/no͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loop with a running knot, tightening as the rope or wire is pulled and typically used to hang people or trap animals.




2.
 
(
the noose

 )
 — death by hanging.




3.
 
(
the noose

 )
 — a difficult situation regarded as a restraint or bond




•
 
the West is exploring ways to 
tighten the

 economic 
noose

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a noose on (someone)




•
 
she was noosed and hooded, then strangled by the executioner.










2.
 
catch (an animal) with a noose.




3.
 
form (a rope) into a noose.








III.
 
phrases





put one's head in a noose






bring about one's own downfall.















– origin

 late Middle English: probably via Old French 
no(u)s

 from Latin 
nodus

 ‘knot.’





noosphere

 
/ˈnōəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun




a postulated sphere or stage of evolutionary development dominated by consciousness, the mind, and interpersonal relationships (frequently with reference to the writings of Teilhard de Chardin).











– origin

 1940s: from French 
noösphere

 , based on Greek 
noos

 ‘mind.’





Nootka

 
/ˈno͞otkə, ˈno͝ot-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of Vancouver Island, Canada.




2.
 
the Wakashan language of the Nootka.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nootka or their language.











– origin

 named after 
Nootka

 Sound, an inlet on the coast of Vancouver Island.






Nootka cypress






noun




a conical cypress whose foliage has a turpentine smell when crushed. Native to western North America and typically growing at high altitudes, it is one of the parent species of the Leyland cypress.

Also called Alaska cedar
 . [
Chamaecyparis nootkatensis

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]













nootropic

 
/ˌnōəˈträpik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) used to enhance memory or other cognitive functions.








II.
 
noun




a nootropic drug.











– origin

 1970s: from French 
nootrope

 (from Greek 
noos

 ‘mind’ + 
tropē

 ‘turning’) + -ic
 .





n.o.p.

 
NOP






abbreviation




not our publication.













nopal

 
/ˈnōpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cactus that is a major food plant of the bugs from which cochineal is obtained.

[Genus 
Nopalea

 , family 
Cactaceae

 : several species, in particular 
N. cochinellifera

 .]




2.
 
(
nopales

 )
 — the edible fleshy pads of the nopal cactus, used as a staple in Mexican cuisine.




3.
 
the prickly pear cactus, when used in food supplements and herbal preparations.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via French and Spanish from Nahuatl 
nopalli

 ‘cactus.’





nope

 
/nōp/






exclamation




informal variant of no
 .













nor

 
/nôr/





I.
 
conjunction, adverb



1.
 
used before the second or further of two or more alternatives (the first being introduced by a negative such as “neither” or “not”) to indicate that they are each untrue or each do not happen




•
 
they were neither cheap nor convenient




•
 
the sheets were never washed, nor the towels, nor his shirts.










2.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — literary term for neither
 :




•
 
nor God nor demon can undo the done.










3.
 
used to introduce a further negative statement




•
 
the struggle did not end, nor was it any less diminished.










4.
 
[
conjunction

 or 
prep.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 than




•
 
she thinks she knows better nor me.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
NOR

 )


1.
 


[Electronics]

 a Boolean operator that gives the value one if and only if all operands have a value of zero and otherwise has a value of zero.




2.
 
(also 
NOR gate

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a circuit that produces an output signal only when there are no signals on any of the input connections.











– origin

 Middle English: contraction of Old English 
nother

 ‘neither.’ / 
usage:

 On the use of 
neither … nor

 , see usage at neither
 .





nor'

 
/nôr/






abbreviation




(especially in compounds) north




•
 
seek shelter from a raging nor'easter.




















nor-





I.
 
prefix






[Chemistry]

 denoting an organic compound derived from another, in particular by the shortening of a chain or ring by the removal of one methylene group or by the replacement of one or more methyl side chains by hydrogen atoms




•
 
norepinephrine.

















– origin

 from 
nor(mal)

 .





NORAD

 
/ˈnôrad/






abbreviation




North American Aerospace Defense Command.














noradrenaline

 
/ˌnôrəˈdrenələn /

 
noradrenalin





I.
 
noun




another term for norepinephrine
 .











– origin

 1930s: from nor-
 + adrenaline
 .





NorCal

 
/ˈnôrˌkal /

 
NoCal





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 northern California




•
 
I was in NorCal last week




•
 
NoCal's spectacular Shasta Cascade region




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the NorCal scene




•
 
a picture-perfect NoCal evening.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally as 
Nor. Cal.

 ): abbreviation of 
northern California

 .





Nordic

 
/ˈnôrdik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Scandinavia, Finland, Iceland, and the Faroe Islands.




2.
 
relating to or denoting a physical type of northern European peoples characterized by tall stature, a bony frame, light coloring, and a dolichocephalic head.




3.
 


[Skiing]

 relating to or denoting the disciplines of cross-country skiing or ski jumping.

Often contrasted with alpine
 .








II.
 
noun




a native of Scandinavia, Finland, or Iceland.











– origin

 from French 
nordique

 , from 
nord

 ‘north.’





Nordic noir






noun




a type of Scandinavian crime fiction and television drama that typically features dark storylines and bleak urban settings




•
 
the appetite for Nordic noir shows no sign of decreasing.



















Nordic walking






noun




a sport or activity that involves walking across country with the aid of long poles resembling ski poles.














Nordkapp

 
/ˈno͝orkäp/






Norwegian name for North Cape
 .









Nordkyn

 
/ˈno͝orkin, -ˌkYn/






a promontory on the northern coast of Norway, to the east of North Cape, the northernmost point on the European mainland.









Nord-Pas-de-Calais

 
/nôrˌpädəkaˈlā/






a region of northern France, on the border with Belgium.










Nordrhein-Westfalen

 
/ˌnôrtrīnvestˈfälən/






German name for North Rhine–Westphalia
 .










norepinephrine

 
/ˌnôrepəˈnefrən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone that is released by the adrenal medulla and by the sympathetic nerves and functions as a neurotransmitter. It is also used as a drug to raise blood pressure.

Also called noradrenaline
 . [Chem. formula: (HO)2
 C6
 H3
 CHOHCH2
 NH2
 .]











– origin

 1940s: from nor-
 + epinephrine
 .





Norfolk

 
/ˈnôrfək/





I.
 
a county on the eastern coast of England, east of an inlet of the North Sea called the Wash; county town, Norwich.




II.
 
a city in northeastern Nebraska, northwest of Omaha; pop. 22,940 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an industrial and naval port city in southeastern Virginia, on Hampton Roads; pop. 234,220 (est. 2008).









Norfolk Island






an island in the Pacific Ocean, off the eastern coast of Australia, administered since 1913 as an external territory of Australia; pop. 2,100 (est. 2009).









Norfolk Island pine

 
Norfolk pine






noun




an evergreen tree having horizontal branches with upswept shoots bearing small scalelike leaves. Native to Norfolk Island, it is widely grown as a houseplant.

[
Araucaria heterophylla

 , family 
Araucariaceae

 .]













Norfolk jacket






noun




a loose belted jacket with box pleats, typically made of tweed.













Norfolk terrier






noun




a small thickset terrier of a breed with a rough red or black-and-tan coat and drop ears.














Norge

 
/ˈnôrɡə/






Norwegian name for Norway
 .









nori

 
/ˈnôrē/





I.
 
noun




an edible seaweed, eaten either fresh or dried in sheets, especially by the Japanese.











– origin

 Japanese.





noria

 
/ˈnôrēə/





I.
 
noun




a device for raising water from a stream or river, consisting of a chain of pots or buckets revolving around a wheel driven by the water current.











– origin

 via Spanish from Arabic 
nāy῾ūra

 .





Noriega, Manuel

 
/ˌnôrēˈāɡə/






(1940–), Panamanian statesman and general; head of state 1983–89; full name 
Manuel Antonio Morena Noriega

 . Charged with drug trafficking by a US grand jury in 1988, he eventually surrendered to US troops sent into Panama to capture him; he was brought to trial and convicted in 1992.









norite

 
/ˈnôrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a coarse-grained plutonic rock similar to gabbro but containing hypersthene.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Norway
 + -ite
 1
 .






norm

 
/nôrm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the norm

 )
 — something that is usual, typical, or standard




•
 
this system has been the norm in Germany for decades.










2.
 
(usu. 
norms

 )
 — a standard or pattern, especially of social behavior, that is typical or expected of a group




•
 
the norms of good behavior in the civil service.










3.
 
a required standard; a level to be complied with or reached


[with 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the 7% pay norm had been breached again.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the product of a complex number and its conjugate, equal to the sum of the squares of its real and imaginary components, or the positive square root of this sum.




5.
 
an analogous quantity used to represent the magnitude of a vector.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
norma

 ‘precept, rule, carpenter's square.’





norm.






abbreviation




normal.













Norma

 
/ˈnôrmə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and inconspicuous southern constellation (the Rule), lying partly in the Milky Way between Lupus and Ara.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Normae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Normae.













– origin

 Latin, ‘carpenter's square.’






normal

 
/ˈnôrməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conforming to a standard; usual, typical, or expected




•
 
it's quite 
normal for

 puppies to bolt their food




•
 
normal working hours.










2.
 
(of a person) free from physical or mental disorders.




3.
 


‹technical›

 (of a line, ray, or other linear feature) intersecting a given line or surface at right angles.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a salt solution) containing the same salt concentration as the blood.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹dated›

 (of a solution) containing one gram-equivalent of solute per liter.




6.
 


[Geology]

 denoting a fault or faulting in which a relative downward movement occurred in the strata situated on the upper side of the fault plane.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the usual, average, or typical state or condition




•
 
her temperature was 
above normal






•
 
the service will be 
back to normal

 next week.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is conventional or healthy.




3.
 


‹technical›

 a line at right angles to a given line or surface.








III.
 
phrases





the new normal






a previously unfamiliar or atypical situation that has become standard, usual, or expected




•
 
32% of Americans say spending less is the new normal, according to a recent poll.





















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘right-angled’): from Latin 
normalis

 , from 
norma

 ‘carpenter's square’ (see norm
 ). Current senses date from the early 19th cent.





Normal

 
/ˈnôrməl/






a town in central Illinois, home to Illinois State University (originally a 
normal

 , or teachers, school); pop. 52,056 (est. 2008).










normal distribution






noun






[Statistics]

 a function that represents the distribution of many random variables as a symmetrical bell-shaped graph.













normal form






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a defined standard structure for relational databases in which a relation may not be nested within another relation.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a standard structure or format in which all propositions in a (usually symbolic) language can be expressed.













normality

 
/nôrˈmalədē /

 
normalcy /ˈnôrməlsē/






I.
 
noun




the condition of being normal; the state of being usual, typical, or expected




•
 
let's try to get some normality back in our lives.

















usage:

 
Normalcy

 has been criticized as an uneducated alternative to 
normality

 , but actually is a common American usage and can be taken as standard: we are anticipating a return to 
normalcy

 .





normalization

 
/ˌnôrmələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌnôrməˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of bringing or returning something to a normal condition or state




•
 
the normalization of the situation will make the area more conducive to business activities




•
 
he paved the way for normalization of relations between the two countries.



















normalize

 
/ˈnôrməˌlīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring or return to a normal condition or state




•
 
he wants to begin negotiations to normalize relations




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the situation had normalized.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Mathematics]

 multiply (a series, function, or item of data) by a factor that makes the norm or some associated quantity such as an integral equal to a desired value (usually 1).




3.
 


[Computing]

 (in floating-point representation) express (a number) in the standard form with regard to the position of the radix point, usually immediately following the first nonzero digit.








II.
 
derivatives





normalizer






noun





















normally

 
/ˈnôrməlē/






adverb



1.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — under normal or usual conditions; as a rule




•
 
normally, it takes three or four years to complete the training.










2.
 
in a normal manner; in the usual way




•
 
try to breathe normally.










3.
 


‹technical›

 at right angles to a given line or surface.














normally aspirated






adjective




(of an engine) not turbocharged or supercharged.













normal school






noun




formerly, a school or college for the training of teachers.













Norman1


 
/ˈnôrmən/






a city in central Oklahoma, south of Oklahoma City, home to the University of Oklahoma; pop. 106,957 (est. 2008).









Norman2


 
/ˈnôrmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of mixed Frankish and Scandinavian origin who settled in Normandy from about 
AD

 912 and became a dominant military power in western Europe and the Mediterranean in the 11th century.




2.
 
in particular, any of the Normans who conquered England in 1066 or their descendants.




3.
 
a native or inhabitant of modern Normandy.




4.
 
any of the English kings from William I to Stephen.




5.
 
the form of French spoken by the Normans.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the Normans.




2.
 
denoting, relating to, or built in the style of Romanesque architecture used in Britain under the Normans.




3.
 
of or relating to modern Normandy.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Normanesque

 
/ˌnôrməˈnesk /






adjective













2.
 
Normanism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













3.
 
Normanize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
Normans

 , plural of 
Normant

 , from Old Norse 
Northmathr

 ‘Northman.’





Norman, Greg






(1955–), Australian golfer; full name 
Gregory John Norman

 ; called 
Great White Shark

 . He won the Australian Open in 1980, 1985, 1987, and 1995 and the British Open in 1986 and 1993.









Norman, Jessye






(1945–), US opera singer. She is noted for her interpretations of the works of Wagner, Schubert, and Mahler.










Norman Conquest

 
/ˈˌnôrmən ˈkäNGˌkwəst/






the conquest of England by William of Normandy (William the Conqueror) after the Battle of Hastings in 1066.









Normandy

 
/ˈnôrməndē/






a former province of northwestern France with a coastline on the English Channel, now divided into the two regions of Lower Normandy (Basse-Normandie) and Upper Normandy (Haute-Normandie); chief town, Rouen.









Norman French






noun



1.
 
the northern form of Old French spoken by the Normans.




2.
 
the variety of Norman French used in English law courts from the 11th to 13th centuries; Anglo-Norman French.




3.
 
the French dialect of modern Normandy.













normative

 
/ˈnôrmədiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 establishing, relating to, or deriving from a standard or norm, especially of behavior




•
 
negative sanctions to enforce normative behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
normatively






adverb













2.
 
normativeness






noun













3.
 
normativity






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
normatif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
norma

 ‘carpenter's square’ (see norm
 ).





normcore

 
/ˈnôrmkôr/





I.
 
noun




a style of dressing that involves the deliberate choice of unremarkable or unfashionable casual clothes




•
 
normcore is an especially tricky style to master because it's so, well, bland




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
perhaps the most essential piece of the normcore look is the ubiquitous white sneaker.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from normal
 + -core
 .





normoglycemia

 
/ˌnôrmōˌɡlīˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 normoglycaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a normal concentration of sugar in the blood (as contrasted with hyper- or hypoglycemia).








II.
 
derivatives





normoglycemic

 
/-ˈsēmik /






adjective





















normotensive

 
/ˌnôrmōˈten(t)siv/






adjective






[Medicine]

 having or denoting a normal blood pressure.













Norn

 
/nôrn/





I.
 
noun




a form of Norse formerly spoken in the Orkney and Shetland Islands and some other parts of northern Scotland but largely extinct by the 19th century.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Norn.











– origin

 from Old Norse 
norrœn

 ‘Norn, northern,’ from 
northr

 ‘north.’






Norns

 
/nôrnz /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›






I.
 
the three virgin goddesses of destiny (Urd or Urdar, Verdandi, and Skuld), who sit by the well of fate at the base of the ash tree Yggdrasil and spin the web of fate.







– origin

 from Old Norse, of unknown origin.





norovirus

 
/ˈnôrəˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 any of various single-stranded RNA viruses including the Norwalk virus and closely related viruses.

[Genus 
Norovirus

 , family 
Caliciviridae

 .]




2.
 


[Medicine]

 gastroenteritis caused by a norovirus




•
 
an outbreak of norovirus aboard the ship infected 350 passengers.

















– origin

 early 21st century: from 
nor-

 in 
Norwalk

 , Ohio (where an outbreak of gastroenteritis occurred from which the virus was isolated) + 
-o-

 + virus
 .





Norplant

 
/ˈnôrplant/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a contraceptive for women consisting of small rods implanted under the skin that gradually release the hormone levonorgestrel over a number of years.











– origin

 1980s: from 
(levo)nor(gestrel) (im)plant

 .





Norris, Frank

 
/ˈnôris/






(1870–1902), US journalist and writer; full name 
Benjamin Franklin Norris, Jr.

 His fiction includes 
McTeague: A Story of San Francisco

 (1899) and 
The Octopus

 (1901). His unfinished trilogy 
Epic of Wheat

 documents the history of muckraking.









Norrköping

 
/ˈnôrˌSHəpiNG, -ˌSHœ-/






an industrial city and port on an inlet of the Baltic Sea in southeastern Sweden; pop. 128,060 (2008).









Norse

 
/nôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Norwegian language, especially in its medieval form.




2.
 
the Scandinavian language group.




3.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — Norwegians or Scandinavians, especially in medieval times.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to medieval Norway or Scandinavia, or their inhabitants or language.








III.
 
derivatives





Norseman

 
/ˈnôrsmən /






noun



















– origin

 from Dutch 
noor(d)sch

 , from 
noord

 ‘north’; compare with Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian 
Norsk

 .





norteño

 
/nôrˈtānyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 norteños)
 — an inhabitant or native of northern Mexico.




2.
 
(also 
norteña

 )
 — a style of folk music, associated particularly with northern Mexico and Texas, typically featuring an accordion and using polkas and other rhythms found in the music of central European immigrants.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘northerner.’






north

 
/nôrTH/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the north

 )


1.
 
the direction in which a compass needle normally points, toward the horizon on the left side of a person facing east, or the part of the horizon lying in this direction




•
 
a bitter wind blew from the north




•
 
Mount Kenya is 
to the north of

 Nairobi.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to this.




3.
 
a direction in space parallel to the earth's axis of rotation and toward the point on the celestial sphere around which the stars appear to turn counterclockwise.




4.
 
the northern part of the world or of a specified country, region, or town




•
 
cuisine from the north of Spain




•
 
limber pine in the central Rockies, and whitebark pine and alpine larch in the north.










5.
 
(usu. 
the North

 )
 — the northern part of the US, especially the northeastern states that fought to preserve the Union during the Civil War




•
 
delegates from Virginia voted to join the North.










6.
 
(
North

 ) [as 
name

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 the player occupying a designated position at the table, sitting opposite and partnering South.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the north




•
 
the north bank of the river




•
 
the north door.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the north.




3.
 
of or denoting the northern part of a specified area, city, or country or its inhabitants




•
 
North African.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
to or toward the north




•
 
the landscape became more dramatic as we drove north




•
 
my window faced north.










2.
 
(
north of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 above (a particular amount, cost, etc.)




•
 
they expect to spend north of $6 million for this latest campaign.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
north by east (or west)






between north and north-northeast (or north-northwest).









2.
 
up north








‹informal›

 to or in the north of a country




•
 
he's taken a teaching job up north.





















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
noord

 and German 
nord

 .





North, Frederick

 
/nôrTH/






Lord (1732–92), British statesman; prime minister 1770–82. He sought to avoid the American Revolution but was regarded as responsible for the loss of the American colonies.









North, Oliver






(1943–), US Marine Corps officer. In 1986, he provided testimony to Congress on the Iran-Contra affair, saying that he believed that all of his activities as chief negotiator were authorized by his superiors. In 1989, he was found guilty on three charges, but these were later vacated. He subsequently became an author and radio commentator.









North Africa

 
/nôrTH ˈafrəkə/






the northern part of the African continent, especially the countries bordering the Mediterranean and the Red Sea.









North America

 
/ˌnôrTH əˈmerəkə/






a continent comprising the northern half of the American landmass, connected to South America by the Isthmus of Panama. It contains Canada, the US, Mexico, and the countries of Central America.









North American

 
/ˌnôrTH əˈmerəkən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of North America or its inhabitants




•
 
North American values.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of North America, especially a citizen of the US or Canada




•
 
North Americans were the target audience.



















North American Free Trade Agreement

 
NAFTA






an agreement that came into effect in January 1994 between the US, Canada, and Mexico to remove barriers to trade between the three countries over a ten-year period.









Northampton

 
/nôrˈTHamptən/





I.
 
a town in southeast central England, on the Nene River; pop. 185,600 (est. 2009).




II.
 
an industrial and commercial city in west central Massachusetts, home to Smith College; pop. 28,379 (est. 2008).









North Atlantic Drift

 
/nôrTH ətˈlan(t)ik drift/






a continuation of the Gulf Stream across the Atlantic Ocean and along the coast of northwestern Europe, where it has a significant warming effect on the climate.









North Atlantic Ocean






see Atlantic Ocean
 .









North Atlantic Treaty Organization

 
/nôrTH ətˈlan(t)ik ˈtrēdē ˌôrɡənəˈzāSHən ˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHən /

 
NATO






an association of European and North American countries, formed in 1949 for the defense of Europe and the North Atlantic against the perceived threat of Soviet aggression. By 2005, the alliance consisted of 26 countries, including several eastern European nations. NATO's purpose is to safeguard member countries by political and military means.









northbound

 
/ˈnôrTHˌbound/






adjective




traveling or leading toward the north




•
 
they slowly drove back along the shoulder of the northbound lane




•
 
northbound traffic.



















North Canadian River

 
Beaver River






a river that flows for 800 miles (1,300 km) from northeastern New Mexico, through Texas and Oklahoma, to the Canadian River.










North Cape






a promontory on Magerøya, an island off the northern coast of Norway. North Cape is the northernmost point of the world accessible by road.

Norwegian name Nordkapp
 .










North Carolina





I.
 
a state in the eastern central US, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 9,222,414 (est. 2008); capital, Raleigh; statehood, Nov. 21, 1789 (12). First settled by the English in the late 1600s, it was one of the original thirteen states.




II.
 
derivatives





North Carolinian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 
Carolina

 from 
Carolus

 , the Latin name for Charles I and Charles II.





North Channel






the stretch of sea that separates southwestern Scotland from Northern Ireland and connects the Irish Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.









North Charleston






a city in southeastern South Carolina, a residential suburb with naval facilities; pop. 94,407 (est. 2008).









North Chicago






an industrial city in northeastern Illinois, on Lake Michigan, south of Waukegan; pop. 32,608 (est. 2008).









North Country






in New York State, areas north of the Mohawk and Hudson rivers that extend to the St. Lawrence Valley and Lake Ontario.










North Dakota





I.
 
an agricultural state in the northern central US, on the border with Canada; pop. 641,481 (est. 2008); capital, Bismarck; statehood, Nov. 2, 1889 (39). Its territory was acquired partly by the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and partly from Britain by a treaty in 1818. The geographical center of North America lies within its boundaries.




II.
 
derivatives





North Dakotan






noun, adjective






















northeast

 
/ˌnôrTHˈēst ˌnôrˈēst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the northeast

 )
 — the point of the horizon midway between north and east




•
 
I pointed to the northeast.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to northeast.




3.
 
the direction in which northeast lies




•
 
the entrance was through a small door to the northeast.










4.
 
the northeastern part of a country, region, or town




•
 
people from the predominantly Russian towns in the northeast




•
 
the northeast of Brazil.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the northeast.




2.
 
(of a wind) coming from the northeast




•
 
there was a strong northeast wind.










3.
 
of or denoting the northeastern part of a specified country, region, or town, or its inhabitants




•
 
northeast Baltimore.














III.
 
adverb




to or toward the northeast




•
 
the ship sailed northeast




•
 
the northeast-facing slopes.



















Northeast

 
/ˌnôrTHˈēst/






a region of the US, usually thought to include the six New England states, New Jersey, and the eastern portions of New York State and Pennsylvania.










northeaster

 
/ˌnôrTHˈēstər /

 
nor'easter






noun




a storm or wind blowing from the northeast, especially in New England.













northeasterly

 
/ˌnôrTHˈēstərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




another term for northeast
 .








II.
 
noun




another term for northeaster
 .













northeastern

 
/ˌnôrTHˈēstərn/






adjective



1.
 
situated in, directed toward, or facing the northeast




•
 
the rugged northeastern coast of Sardinia.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the northeast




•
 
a vicious northeastern wind blew in.










3.
 
living in, originating from, or characteristic of the northeast




•
 
northeastern residents




•
 
his broad northeastern accent.



















Northeast Kingdom





(
the Northeast Kingdom

 )


1.
 
the region that includes the three northernmost counties of Vermont.













Northeast Passage






a passage for ships along the northern coast of Europe and Asia, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean via the Arctic Ocean, sought for many years as a possible trade route to the East. It was first navigated in 1878–79 by Swedish Arctic explorer 
Baron Nordenskjöld

 (1832–1901).









northeastward

 
/ˌnôrTHˈēstwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the northeast; in a northeast direction.








II.
 
adjective




situated in, directed toward, or facing the northeast.













North Equatorial Current






an ocean current that flows west across the Pacific Ocean just north of the equator.









norther

 
/ˈnôrT͟Hər/






noun






(US)

 a strong cold north wind blowing in autumn and winter over Texas, Florida, and the Gulf of Mexico.













northerly

 
/ˈnôrT͟Hərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
in a northward position or direction


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
he set off in a northerly direction.










2.
 
(of wind) blowing from the north


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
it will feel cold in the fresh northerly wind




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the wind was gusting northerly.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
northerlies

 )


1.
 
a wind blowing from the north.













northern

 
/ˈnôrT͟Hərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — situated in the north, or directed toward or facing the north




•
 
the northern slopes




•
 
northern Europe.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the north.




3.
 
living in or originating from the north




•
 
northern breeds of cattle.










4.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of the north or its inhabitants




•
 
an unmistakable northern accent.

















– origin

 Old English 
northerne

 (see north
 , -ern
 ).





Northern blot






noun






[Biology]

 an adaptation of the Southern blot procedure used to detect specific sequences of RNA by hybridization with complementary DNA.













northerner

 
/ˈnôrT͟Hərnər /

 
Northerner






noun




a native or inhabitant of the north, especially of the northern US.














northern harrier






noun




a widespread harrier of open country, the male of which is mainly pale gray and the female brown.

Also called marsh hawk
 . [
Circus cyaneus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]













northern hemisphere






the half of the earth that is north of the equator.










Northern Ireland





I.
 
a province of the United Kingdom that occupies the northeastern part of Ireland, comprised of six counties of Ulster; pop. 1,775,000 (est. 2008); capital, Belfast.





Northern Ireland was established as a self-governing province in 1920, after refusing to be part of the Irish Free State. Domination by the Protestant majority and discrimination against the Roman Catholic minority led to violent conflicts and, from 1969, British army units were present in an attempt to keep the peace. Terrorism and sectarian violence by the Provisional IRA and other paramilitary groups, both Republican and Loyalist, resulted in the imposition of direct rule from London in 1972. Multiparty talks begun in 1996 led to an agreement between most political parties in 1998. In 1999, a devolved parliament was inaugurated, with representation from both Nationalist and Unionist groups. British troops left the province in 2007.





Northern Lights






another name for the aurora borealis.

See aurora
 .









Northern Mariana Islands

 
/ˌme(ə)rēˈanə, ˌmar-, -ˈänə/






a self-governing territory in the western Pacific, comprising the Mariana Islands with the exception of Guam; pop. 51,500 (est. 2009); capital, Chalan Kanoa (on Saipan). The Northern Mariana Islands are constituted as a self-governing commonwealth in union with the US.









northernmost

 
/ˈnôrT͟Hərnˌmōst/






adjective




situated furthest to the north




•
 
the northernmost island of the Philippines.



















Northern Neck






a region in eastern Virginia between the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers, a tidewater peninsula.









Northern Rhodesia

 
/ˌnôrT͟Hərn rōˈdēZHə/






former name (until 1964) of Zambia
 .









northern snakehead






noun




an Asian food fish of the carp family that is also a voracious predator. It is able to survive adverse conditions and has been inadvertently released into the wild in the US.

[
Channa argus

 , family 
Channidae

 .]













Northern Territory






a state in northern central Australia; pop. 219,818 (2008); capital town, Darwin. The territory was annexed by the state of South Australia in 1863 and administered by the Commonwealth of Australia from 1911. It became a self-governing territory in 1978.









Northern Tier






a region in north-central Pennsylvania, comprising five rural counties; the southern portion of the Twin Tiers.









north-facing






adjective




facing the north




•
 
the studio had a north-facing skylight




•
 
the center advises skiers to avoid steep north-facing slopes in the upper elevations.




















North Germanic





I.
 
noun




the northern branch of the Germanic languages, descended from Old Norse and comprising Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, and Faroese.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to North Germanic.













northing

 
/ˈnôrTHiNG ˈnôrT͟HiNG/






noun



1.
 
distance traveled or measured northward, especially at sea




•
 
we should have to make 300 miles of northing.










2.
 
a figure or line representing northward distance on a map (expressed by convention as the second part of a grid reference, after easting).













North Island






the most northern of the two main islands of New Zealand, separated from South Island by Cook Strait.









North Kingstown

 
/ˈkiNGstən, ˈkiNGzˌtoun/






a town in south central Rhode Island, on the western banks of Narragansett Bay; pop. 26,539 (est. 2008).










North Korea






I.

1.
 
a country in East Asia that occupies the northern part of the peninsula of Korea; pop. 22,665,300 (est. 2009); capital, Pyongyang; official language, Korean.

Official name Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
 .





North Korea was formed in 1948 when Korea was partitioned along the 38th parallel. In 1950, North Korean forces invaded the south, but in the war that followed were forced back to more or less the previous border (see Korean War
 ). A communist state, which was dominated by its leader Kim Il-sung from 1948 until 1994, North Korea has always sought Korean reunification.




II.
 
derivatives





North Korean






adjective, noun





















northland

 
/ˈnôrTHlənd, -ˌland/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
northlands

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 the northern part of a country or region.











– origin

 Old English (see north
 , land
 ).





North Las Vegas






a city in southeastern Nevada, a northeastern suburb of Las Vegas; pop. 217,253 (est. 2008).









north light






noun




good natural light without direct sun, especially as desired by artists.













North Little Rock






a city in central Arkansas, an industrial center across the Arkansas River from Little Rock; pop. 59,430 (est. 2008).









Northman

 
/ˈnôrTHmən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a native or inhabitant of Scandinavia, especially of Norway.











– origin

 Old English (see north
 , man
 ).





north-northeast

 
/ˌnôrˌnôrˈēst/






noun




the compass point or direction midway between north and northeast.













north-northwest

 
/ˌnôrˌnôrˈwest/






noun




the compass point or direction midway between north and northwest.













North Ossetia






an autonomous republic of Russia, in the Caucasus, on the border with Georgia; pop. 699,400 (est. 2009); capital, Vladikavkaz. Since 1994 it has been called Alania.

See also Ossetia
 .









North Platte

 
/ˌnôrTH ˈplat/






a city in central Nebraska, where the North and South Platte rivers meet; pop. 24,107 (est. 2008).









North Platte River






a river that flows for 620 miles (960 km) from northern Colorado, across Wyoming and Nebraska, to the Platte River. Its valley was part of the Oregon Trail.









North Providence

 
/ˈprävidəns, -ˌdens/






a town in northeastern Rhode Island, a northwestern suburb of Providence; pop. 32,695 (est. 2008).










North Rhine–Westphalia






a state in west central Germany; capital, Düsseldorf.

German name Nordrhein-Westfalen
 .









North Sea

 
/ˈnôrTH ˈsē/






an arm of the Atlantic Ocean that lies between the mainland of Europe and the coast of Britain, important for its oil and gas deposits.









North Slope






a name for regions of Alaska that lie north of the Brooks Range and extend to the Arctic Ocean. Sparsely populated, it is a site of much oil exploration and extraction.









north–south






adjective



1.
 
extending between the north and the south




•
 
the main north–south highway




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the trail runs north–south through the park.










2.
 
(also 
North–South

 )
 — relating to the relationship between the northern and southern parts of the world or of a country, region, or town




•
 
North–South differences were supplanted by the Civil Rights movement.




















North Star

 
/ˈnôrTH ˈstär /

 

‹Astronomy›







another term for Polaris
 .









North Star State






a nickname for the state of Minnesota
 .









North Tonawanda

 
/ˌnôrTH ˌtänəˈwändə/






an industrial city in western New York, on the Niagara River, north of Buffalo, at the western end of the historic Erie Canal; pop. 31,222 (est. 2008).









Northumb.






abbreviation




Northumberland.













Northumberland

 
/nôrˈTHəmbərlənd/






a county in northeastern England, on the Scottish border.









Northumberland Strait

 
/nôrˌTHəmbərlənd ˈstrāt/






an ocean passage in the Gulf of St. Lawrence that separates Prince Edward Island from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.









Northumbria

 
/nôrˈTHəmbrēə/





I.
 
an area of northeastern England.




II.
 
an ancient Anglo-Saxon kingdom in northeastern England that extends from the Humber Estuary to the Forth River.







– origin

 from obsolete 
Northumber

 , denoting a person living beyond the Humber.





Northumbrian

 
/nôrˈTHəmbrēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Northumbria in northeastern England or its inhabitants




•
 
Northumbrian folk traditions.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Northumbria in northeastern England




•
 
thousands of Northumbrians are celebrating their culture and history.



















North Vietnam






a former communist republic in Southeast Asia, in the northern part of Vietnam, created in 1954 when Vietnam was partitioned. After defeating noncommunist South Vietnam in the Vietnam War, it declared a reunited, socialist republic (1976).









northward

 
/ˈnôrTHwərd/





I.
 
adjective




in a northerly direction.








II.
 
adverb

 — (also 
northwards

 )


1.
 
toward the north.








III.
 
noun

 — (
the northward

 )


1.
 
the direction or region to the north.








IV.
 
derivatives





northwardly






adjective, adverb






















northwest

 
/ˌnôrTHˈwest/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the northwest

 )


1.
 
the point of the horizon midway between north and west




•
 
he pointed to the northwest.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to northwest.




3.
 
the direction in which northwest lies.




4.
 
the northwestern part of a country, region, or town




•
 
they had originally come from someplace in the northwest of Mexico.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the northwest




•
 
the northwest corner of the square.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the northwest.




3.
 
of or denoting the northwestern part of a country, region, or town, or its inhabitants




•
 
northwest Europe.














III.
 
adverb




to or toward the northwest




•
 
he turned onto the highway and headed northwest.



















Northwest Angle






a forested region in northern Minnesota that is separated from the rest of the state and the US by Lake of the Woods. It is the most northern part of the contiguous US.










northwester

 
/ˌnôrTHˈwestər/






noun




a wind or storm blowing from the northwest.













northwesterly

 
/ˌnôrTHˈwestərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




another term for northwest
 .








II.
 
noun




another term for northwester
 .













northwestern

 
/ˌnôrTHˈwestərn/






adjective



1.
 
situated in, directed toward, or facing the northwest




•
 
the far northwestern provinces.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the northwest




•
 
the bitterly cold northwestern wind.










3.
 
living in, originating from, or characteristic of the northwest




•
 
an uprising of northwestern inhabitants




•
 
northwestern art.



















North-West Frontier Province






a province of northwestern Pakistan, on the border with Afghanistan; capital, Peshawar.









Northwest Passage






a sea passage along the northern coast of the North American continent, through the Canadian Arctic from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. It was sought for many years as a possible trade route by explorers that included Sebastian Cabot, Sir Francis Drake, and Martin Frobisher; it was first navigated 1903-06 by Roald Amundsen.









Northwest Territories






a territory of northern Canada, between Yukon Territory and Nunavut; capital: Yellowknife. Much of it consists of sparsely inhabited forests and tundra. The Northwest Territories, then including the land that is now Nunavut, was ceded by Britain to Canada in 1870. Nunavut became a separate territory in 1999.









Northwest Territory






a region and former territory of the US that lies between the Mississippi and Ohio rivers and the Great Lakes. It was acquired in 1783 after the American Revolution and now forms the states of Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin.









northwestward

 
/ˌnôrTHˈwestwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the northwest; in a northwest direction.








II.
 
adjective




situated in, directed toward, or facing the northwest.













Norwalk

 
/ˈnôrwôk/





I.
 
a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 102,982 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in southwestern Connecticut, on Long Island Sound; pop. 83,185 (est. 2008).









Norwalk virus





I.
 
noun




a virus that can cause epidemics of severe gastroenteritis. It has been subsumed under the genus 
Norovirus

 .











– origin

 1970s: from 
Norwalk

 , a town in Ohio where an outbreak of gastroenteritis occurred from which the virus was isolated.






Norway

 
/ˈnôrwā/





I.
 
a mountainous European country on the northern and western coastline of Scandinavia, on the Norwegian Sea and the Arctic Ocean; pop. 4,660,500 (est. 2009); capital, Oslo; language, Norwegian (official).

Norwegian name Norge
 .





Norway was united with Denmark and Sweden by the Union of Kalmar in 1397, but after Sweden's withdrawal in 1523 became subject to Denmark. Ceded to Sweden in 1814, Norway emerged as an independent kingdom in 1905. An invitation to join the EC was rejected after a referendum in 1972; an application to join the European Union twenty years later was accepted by the European Parliament but failed to win approval in a 1994 referendum.





Norway lobster






noun




another term for langoustine
 .













Norway maple






noun




a large Eurasian maple with yellow flowers that appear before the lobed leaves, widely planted as an ornamental shade tree.

[
Acer platanoides

 , family 
Aceraceae

 .]














Norway rat






noun




another term for brown rat
 .













Norway spruce






noun




a long-coned European spruce that is widely grown as an ornamental and for timber and pulp.

[
Picea abies

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]














Norwegian

 
/ˌnôrˈwējən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Norway or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Norway, or a person of Norwegian descent.




2.
 
the North Germanic language of Norway.

Norwegian today exists in two forms, 
Bokmål

 , the more widely used, a modified form of Danish, and 
Nynorsk

 (‘new Norwegian’), a 19th-century literary form devised from the country dialects most closely descended from Old Norse and considered to be a purer form of the language than 
Bokmål

 .











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Norvegia

 ‘Norway’ (from Old Norse 
Norvegr

 , literally ‘north way’) + -an
 .





Norwegian Sea






a sea that lies between Iceland and Norway and links the Arctic Ocean with the northeastern Atlantic Ocean.









Norwich





I.
 

/ˈnôr(w)iCH, ˈnôrij, ˈnär- /

 — a city in eastern England, the county town of Norfolk; pop. 171,500 (est. 2009).




II.
 

/ˈnôrwiCH /

 — an industrial city in southeastern Connecticut, on the Thames River; pop. 36,388 (est. 2008).









Norwich terrier






noun




a small thickset terrier of a breed with a rough red or black-and-tan coat and pricked ears.













nos

 
/ˈnəmbərz/





I.
 
abbreviation




numbers.











– origin

 plural of No.






n.o.s.






abbreviation




not otherwise specified.














nose

 
/nōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part projecting above the mouth on the face of a person or animal, containing the nostrils and used for breathing and smelling.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the sense of smell, especially a dog's ability to track something by its scent




•
 
a dog with a keen nose.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instinctive talent for detecting something




•
 
he has 
a nose for

 a good script.










4.
 
the aroma of a particular substance, especially wine.




5.
 
the front end of an aircraft, car, or other vehicle.




6.
 
a projecting part of something




•
 
the nose of the saddle.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a look, especially out of curiosity




•
 
she wanted a good 
nose around

 the house.










8.
 


‹informal›

 a police informer.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) thrust its nose against or into something, especially in order to smell it




•
 
the pony nosed at the straw.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — smell or sniff (something).




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — investigate or pry into something




•
 
I was anxious to get inside and 
nose around

 her house




•
 
she's always 
nosing into

 my business.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — detect by diligent searching.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle or its driver) make one's way cautiously forward




•
 
he turned left and nosed into an empty parking space.










6.
 
(of a competitor) manage to achieve a winning or leading position, especially by a small margin




•
 
they nosed ahead by one point.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by a nose






(of a victory) by a very narrow margin.









2.
 
count noses






count people, typically in order to determine the numbers in a vote.









3.
 
cut off one's nose to spite one's face






hurt oneself in the course of trying to hurt another.









4.
 
give someone a bloody nose






inflict a resounding defeat on someone.









5.
 
have one's nose in a book






be reading studiously or intently.









6.
 
keep one's nose clean








‹informal›

 stay out of trouble.









7.
 
keep one's nose out of






refrain from interfering in (someone else's affairs).









8.
 
keep one's nose to the grindstone






see grindstone
 .









9.
 
nose to tail






(of vehicles) moving or standing close behind one another, especially in heavy traffic.









10.
 
not see further than one's (or the end of one's) nose






be unwilling or fail to consider different possibilities or to foresee the consequences of one's actions.









11.
 
on the nose





a.
 
to a person's sense of smell




•
 
the wine is pungently smoky and peppery on the nose.










b.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 precisely




•
 
at ten on the nose the van pulled up.










c.
 


‹informal›

 (of betting) on a horse to win (as opposed to being placed).









12.
 
put someone's nose out of joint








‹informal›

 upset or annoy someone.









13.
 
speak through one's nose






pronounce words with a nasal twang.









14.
 
turn one's nose up at something








‹informal›

 show distaste or contempt for something




•
 
he turned his nose up at the job.















15.
 
under someone's nose





a.
 


‹informal›

 directly in front of someone




•
 
he thrust the paper under the inspector's nose.










b.
 
(of an action) committed openly and boldly, but without someone noticing or noticing in time to prevent it.









16.
 
with one's nose in the air






haughtily




•
 
she walked past the cars with her nose in the air.


















IV.
 
derivatives





noseless

 
/ˈnōzləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nosu

 ; related to Dutch 
neus

 , and more remotely to German 
Nase

 , Latin 
nasus

 , and Sanskrit 
nāsā

 ; also to ness
 .





nosebag

 
/ˈnōzˌbaɡ/






noun




another term for feedbag
 .














noseband

 
/ˈnōzˌband/






noun




the strap of a bridle or halter that passes over the horse's nose and under its chin.













nosebleed

 
/ˈnōzˌblēd/






noun



1.
 
an instance of bleeding from the nose.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 denoting cheap seating located in an extremely high position in a sports stadium, large theater, or concert hall




•
 
he declined an offer of $2,200 for his game ticket in the 
nosebleed section

 .



















nose candy






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an illegal drug that is inhaled, especially cocaine.













nose cone

 
/nōz kōn/






noun




the cone-shaped nose of a rocket or aircraft.













nosed

 
/nōzd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a nose or projecting part of a specified kind




•
 
red-nosed clowns




•
 
the hairy-nosed wombat




•
 
long-nosed pliers.










2.
 
having a sense of smell of a specified kind




•
 
a keen-nosed hound




•
 
sharp-nosed police dogs.




















nosedive

 
/ˈnōzˌdīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a steep downward plunge by an aircraft.




2.
 
a sudden dramatic deterioration




•
 
the player's fortunes 
took a nosedive

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aircraft) make a nosedive.




2.
 
deteriorate suddenly and dramatically




•
 
massive strikes caused the economy to nosedive.



















no-see-um

 
/nōˈsēəm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a minute bloodsucking insect, especially a biting midge.













nose flute






noun




a musical instrument of the flute type played by blowing through the nose rather than the mouth, associated especially with Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands.













nosegay

 
/ˈnōzˌɡā/





I.
 
noun




a small bunch of flowers, typically one that is sweet-scented.











– origin

 late Middle English: from nose
 + gay
 in the obsolete sense ‘ornament.’





nose guard






noun




another term for nose tackle
 .













nose job

 
/ˈnōz ˌjäb/






noun






‹informal›

 an operation involving rhinoplasty or cosmetic surgery on a person's nose.













nose leaf






noun




a fleshy leaf-shaped structure on the nose of many bats, used for echolocation.













nosema

 
/nōˈsēmə/





I.
 
noun




a spore-forming parasitic protozoan that chiefly affects insects.

[Genus 
Nosema

 , phylum 
Microspora

 , kingdom 
Protista

 : several species, in particular 
N. apis

 , which causes infectious dysentery (
nosema disease

 ) in honeybees.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
nosēma

 ‘disease.’





nosepiece

 
/ˈnōzpēs/






noun



1.
 
the part of a helmet or headdress that protects a person's nose.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for noseband
 .




3.
 
the central part of a pair of glasses that fits over the bridge of the nose.




4.
 
the part of a microscope to which the objective lenses are attached.













nose ring

 
/ˈnōz ˌriNG/






noun



1.
 
a ring fixed in the nose of an animal, typically a bull, for leading it.




2.
 
a ring worn in a person's nose as a piece of jewelry.














nose tackle






noun






[Football]

 a defensive lineman positioned opposite the center.













nose wheel

 
/ˈnōz ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a landing wheel under the nose of an aircraft.













nosey Parker






noun




variant spelling of nosy parker
 .













nosh

 
/näSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
food




•
 
filling the freezer with all kinds of nosh.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a snack or small item of food




•
 
have plenty of noshes and nibbles conveniently placed.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat food enthusiastically or greedily




•
 
there are several restaurants, so you can nosh to your heart's content




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
there I sat, noshing my favorite food.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 eat between meals




•
 
today's grazing is different from what we used to call noshing or snacking.

















– origin

 early 20th cent. (denoting a snack bar): Yiddish.





noshery

 
/ˈnäSHərē/






noun






‹informal›

 a restaurant or snack bar.













no-show

 
/ˈnō ˌSHō/






noun




a person who has made a reservation, booking, or appointment but neither keeps nor cancels it.













nosing

 
/ˈnōziNG/






noun



1.
 
a rounded edge of a step or molding.




2.
 
a metal shield for a rounded edge of a step or molding.













nosocomial

 
/ˌnōzōˈkōmēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a disease) originating in a hospital.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
nosokomos

 ‘person who tends the sick’ + -ial
 .





nosode

 
/ˈnäsōd/





I.
 
noun




(in homeopathy) a preparation of substances secreted in the course of a disease, used in the treatment of that disease.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
nosos

 ‘disease’ + -ode
 1
 .





nosography

 
/nōˈsäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the systematic description of diseases.








II.
 
derivatives





nosographic

 
/ˌnōsəˈɡrafik, ˌnä- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
nosos

 ‘disease’ + -graphy
 .





nosology

 
/nōˈsäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medical science dealing with the classification of diseases.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nosological

 
/ˌnōsəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
nosologist

 
/ˌnōˈsäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
nosos

 ‘disease’ + -logy
 .





nostalgia

 
/näˈstaljə nəˈstaljə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a period or place with happy personal associations




•
 
I was overcome with acute nostalgia for my days in college.










2.
 
something done or presented in order to evoke feelings of nostalgia




•
 
an evening of TV nostalgia.














II.
 
derivatives





nostalgist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘acute homesickness’): modern Latin (translating German 
Heimweh

 ‘homesickness’), from Greek 
nostos

 ‘return home’ + 
algos

 ‘pain.’





nostalgic

 
/näˈstaljik nəˈstaljik/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or exhibiting feelings of nostalgia.








II.
 
noun




a nostalgic person




•
 
to see classmates' email addresses, nostalgics pay $36 a year.














III.
 
derivatives





nostalgically






adverb





















nostalgie de la boue

 
/ˌnästälˌ(d)ZHē də lə ˈbo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a desire for degradation and depravity.











– origin

 French, literally ‘nostalgia for mud.’





nostoc

 
/ˈnästäk/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a microorganism composed of beaded filaments that aggregate to form a gelatinous mass, growing in water and damp places and able to fix nitrogen from the atmosphere.

[Genus 
Nostoc

 , division 
Cyanobacteria

 .]











– origin

 name invented by Paracelsus.





nostos

 
/ˈnästōs/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a homecoming.











– origin

 Greek.





Nostradamus

 
/ˌnôstrəˈdäməs, ˌnästrəˈdāməs/






(1503–66), French astrologer and physician; Latinized name of 
Michel de Nostredame

 . His cryptic and apocalyptic predictions in rhyming quatrains appeared in two collections, in 1555 and 1558, and their interpretation continues to be the subject of controversy.









Nostratic

 
/näˈstradik/





I.
 
noun




a hypothetical phylum of languages of which the principal members are the Indo-European, Semitic, Altaic, and Dravidian families.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nostratic language phylum.











– origin

 1960s: from German 
nostratisch

 , based on Latin 
nostras

 , 
nostrat-

 ‘of our country.’





nostril

 
/ˈnästrəl/





I.
 
noun




either of two external openings of the nasal cavity in vertebrates that admit air to the lungs and smells to the olfactory nerves.








II.
 
derivatives





nostrilled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]
 —


















– origin

 Old English 
nosterl

 , 
nosthyrl

 , from 
nosu

 ‘nose’ + 
thȳr(e)l

 ‘hole.’





nostrum

 
/ˈnästrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicine, especially one that is not considered effective, prepared by an unqualified person.




2.
 
a pet scheme or favorite remedy, especially one for bringing about some social or political reform or improvement.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, used in the sense ‘(something) of our own making,’ neuter of 
noster

 ‘our.’





nosy

 
/ˈnōzē /

 

‹informal›


 
nosey





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their behavior) showing too much curiosity about other people's affairs




•
 
he had to whisper to avoid being overheard by their nosy neighbors.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pry into something




•
 
they don't nosy into your business like some people.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nosily

 
/ˈnōzilē /






adverb













2.
 
nosiness

 
/ˈnōzēnəs /






noun






















nosy parker

 
/ˈnōzē ˈpärkər /

 
Nosy Parker





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an overly inquisitive person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the picture postcard caption, “The adventures of Nosey Parker,” referring to a peeping Tom in Hyde Park, London.






not

 
/nät/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
(also 
n't

 joined to a preceding verb)
 — used with an auxiliary verb or “be” to form the negative




•
 
he would not say




•
 
she isn't there




•
 
didn't you tell me?










2.
 
used in some constructions with other verbs


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he has been warned not to touch




•
 
the pain of not knowing




•
 
she 
not only

 wrote the text 
but also

 researched the photographs.










3.
 
used as a short substitute for a negative clause




•
 
maybe I'll regret it, but I hope not




•
 
“Don't you keep in touch?” “I'm afraid not.”




•
 
they wouldn't know if I was telling the truth 
or not

 .










4.
 
used to express the negative of other words




•
 
not a single attempt was made




•
 
treating the symptoms and not the cause




•
 
“How was it?” “Not so bad.”










5.
 
used with a quantifier to exclude a person or part of a group




•
 
not all the poems are serious.










6.
 
less than (used to indicate a surprisingly small quantity)




•
 
the brakes went on not ten feet from him.










7.
 
used in understatements to suggest that the opposite of a following word or phrase is true




•
 
the not too distant future




•
 
not a million miles away.










8.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 following and emphatically negating a statement




•
 
that sounds like quality entertainment—not.







[late 19th cent.: a usage popularized by the film 
Wayne's World

 (1992).]








II.
 
noun

 — (often 
NOT

 )


1.
 


[Electronics]

 a Boolean operator with only one variable that has the value one when the variable is zero and vice versa.




2.
 
(also 
not gate

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a circuit that produces an output signal only when there is not a signal on its input.








III.
 
adjective






[Art]

 (of paper) not hot-pressed, and having a slightly textured surface.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
not at all





a.
 
used as a polite response to thanks.




b.
 
definitely not




•
 
“You don't mind?” “Not at all.”















2.
 
not but what








‹archaic›

 nevertheless




•
 
not but what the picture has its darker side.















3.
 
not half






see half
 .









4.
 
not least






see least
 .









5.
 
not quite






see quite
 .









6.
 
not that






it is not to be inferred that




•
 
I'll never be allowed back—not that I'd want to go back.















7.
 
not a thing






nothing at all.









8.
 
not very






see very
 .















– origin

 Middle English: contraction of the adverb nought
 .





nota bene

 
/ˌnōdə ˈbenē /

 
n.b.
 , N.B.





I.
 
verb

 — [in 
imperative

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 observe carefully or take special notice (used in written text to draw attention to what follows).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘note well!’





notability

 
/ˌnōdəˈbilədē/






noun




a famous or important person




•
 
I have met a number of new notabilities including Henry Moore, the sculptor.



















notable

 
/ˈnōdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




worthy of attention or notice; remarkable




•
 
the gardens are 
notable for

 their collection of magnolias and camellias




•
 
the results, with one notable exception, have been superb.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
notables

 )


1.
 
a famous or important person




•
 
businessmen and local notables.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
notabilis

 ‘worthy of note,’ from the verb 
notare

 ‘to note, mark.’





notably

 
/ˈnōdəblē/






adverb



1.
 
especially; in particular




•
 
a diet low in animal fat protects against potentially fatal diseases, notably diabetes.










2.
 
in a way that is striking or remarkable


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
such a statement is notably absent from the administration's proposals.



















notam

 
/ˈnōdəm /

 
Notam





I.
 
noun




a written notification issued to pilots before a flight, advising them of circumstances relating to the state of flying.











– origin

 1940s: from 
no(tice) t(o) a(ir)m(en)

 .





notaphily

 
/nōˈtafəlē/





I.
 
noun




the collecting of banknotes as a hobby.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
notaphilic

 
/ˌnōtəˈfilik /






adjective













2.
 
notaphilist

 
/-list /






noun





















notarize

 
/ˈnōdəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have (a document) legalized by a notary.













notary

 
/ˈnōdərē /

 
notary public





I.
 
noun




a person authorized to perform certain legal formalities, especially to draw up or certify contracts, deeds, and other documents for use in other jurisdictions.








II.
 
derivatives





notarial

 
/nōˈterēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘clerk or secretary’): from Latin 
notarius

 ‘secretary,’ from 
nota

 ‘mark.’





notate

 
/ˈnōtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something, typically music) in notation.








II.
 
derivatives





notator

 
/-ˌtātēr /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from notation
 .






notation

 
/nōˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series or system of written symbols used to represent numbers, amounts, or elements in something such as music or mathematics




•
 
algebraic notation.










2.
 
a note or annotation




•
 
he noticed the notations in the margin.










3.
 
short for scale of notation
 (see scale
 3
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)).








II.
 
derivatives





notational

 
/-nəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
notatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
notare

 , from 
nota

 ‘mark.’





not-being

 
/ˌnätˈbēiNG/






noun




nonexistence.













notch

 
/näCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an indentation or incision on an edge or surface




•
 
there was a notch in the end of the arrow for the bowstring.










2.
 
each of a series of holes for the tongue of a buckle




•
 
he tightened his belt an extra notch.










3.
 
a nick made on something in order to keep a score or record




•
 
he had a six-gun with four notches in it for guys he had killed.










4.
 
a point or degree in a scale




•
 
her opinion of Nicole dropped a few notches.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a deep, narrow mountain pass.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make notches in


(as 
adj.

 
notched

 )


•
 
notched bamboo sticks.










2.
 
secure or insert by means of notches




•
 
she notched her belt tighter.










3.
 
score or achieve (something)




•
 
she notched her second major championship.














III.
 
derivatives





notcher






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Anglo-Norman French 
noche

 , variant of Old French 
osche

 , of unknown origin.





notchback

 
/ˈnäCHˌbak/






noun




a car with a back that extends approximately horizontally from the bottom of the rear window so as to make a distinct angle with it.













notch filter






noun






[Electronics]

 a filter that attenuates signals within a very narrow band of frequencies.













notchy

 
/ˈnäCHē/






adjective






(Brit.)

 (of a manual gear-changing mechanism) difficult to use because the lever has to be moved accurately (as if into a narrow notch).














note

 
/nōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief record of facts, topics, or thoughts, written down as an aid to memory




•
 
I'll 
make a note

 in my diary




•
 
Robyn arranged her notes on the lectern.










2.
 
a short comment on or explanation of a word or passage in a book or article; an annotation




•
 
see note iv above.










3.
 
a short informal letter or written message




•
 
I left her a note explaining where I was going.










4.
 
an official letter sent from the representative of one government to another.




5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a short official document that certifies a particular thing




•
 
you need a sick note from your doctor.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 a banknote




•
 
a ten-pound note.










7.
 
a single tone of definite pitch made by a musical instrument or the human voice




•
 
the last notes of the symphony died away.










8.
 
a written sign representing the pitch and duration of musical note.




9.
 
a key of a piano or similar instrument




•
 
black notes




•
 
white notes.










10.
 
a bird's song or call, or a single tone in this




•
 
the tawny owl has a harsh flight note.










11.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a particular quality or tone that reflects or expresses a mood or attitude




•
 
there was a note of scorn in her voice




•
 
the decade could have ended on an optimistic note.










12.
 
any of the basic components of fragrance or flavor




•
 
the fresh note of bergamot.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
notice or pay particular attention to (something)




•
 
noting his mother's unusual gaiety




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
please note that you will not receive a reminder that final payment is due.










2.
 
remark upon (something), typically in order to draw someone's attention to it




•
 
we noted earlier the difficulties inherent in this strategy.










3.
 
record (something) in writing




•
 
he 
noted down

 her address on a piece of paper.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hit (or strike) the right (or wrong) note






say or do something in a way that is very suitable (or unsuitable) for a particular audience or occasion.









2.
 
of note





a.
 
worth paying attention to




•
 
many of his comments are worthy of note.










b.
 
important; distinguished




•
 
Roman historians of note include Livy, Tacitus, and Sallust.















3.
 
strike a false note






appear insincere or inappropriate




•
 
she greeted him gushingly, and that struck a false note.















4.
 
strike (or sound) a note of






express (a particular feeling or view) about something




•
 
he sounded a note of caution about the trend toward health foods.















5.
 
take note






pay attention




•
 
investors should 
take note of

 the company’s resilience.





















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun and 
sense

 1 
of the

 verb): from Old French 
note

 (noun), 
noter

 (verb), from Latin 
nota

 ‘a mark,’ 
notare

 ‘to mark.’






notebook

 
/ˈnōtˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a small book with blank or ruled pages for writing notes in.




2.
 
a laptop computer, especially a small, slim one.













notecard

 
/ˈnōtkärd /

 
note card






noun




a decorative card with a blank space for a short message.













notecase

 
/ˈnōtˌkās/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a small billfold or wallet.














note cluster






noun






[Music]

 a chord containing a number of closely adjacent notes.

Also called tone cluster
 .













noted

 
/ˈnōdəd/






adjective




well known; famous




•
 
the restaurant is 
noted for

 its high standards of cuisine




•
 
a noted patron of the arts.



















notepad

 
/ˈnōtˌpad/






noun



1.
 
a pad of blank or ruled pages for writing notes on.




2.
 
(also 
notepad computer

 )
 — a pocket-sized computer that has a stylus with which the user writes on the screen to input text.













notepaper

 
/ˈnōtˌpāpər/






noun




paper for writing letters on.













note-perfect

 
/ˌnōtˈpərfəkt/






adjective




(of music) performed with technical perfection




•
 
they sounded like the other time I saw them: not incredibly exciting, but note-perfect.



















noteworthy

 
/ˈnōtˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




interesting, significant, or unusual


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it is noteworthy that no one at the bank has accepted responsibility for the failure.














II.
 
derivatives





noteworthiness

 
/ˈnōtˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















not-for-profit

 
/ˌnätˌfərˈpräfət/






adjective




another term for nonprofit
 .













’nother

 
/ˈnəTHər/






determiner, pronoun






‹informal›

 nonstandard spelling of another
 , used to represent informal speech:




•
 
’nother thing just occurred to me.




















nothing

 
/ˈnəTHiNG/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
not anything; no single thing




•
 
I said nothing




•
 
there's nothing you can do




•
 
they found nothing wrong.










2.
 
something of no importance or concern




•
 
“What are you laughing at?” “Oh, nothing, sir.”




•
 
they are nothing to him




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
no longer could we be treated as nothings.










3.
 
(in calculations) no amount; zero.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 having no prospect of progress; of no value




•
 
he had a series of nothing jobs.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
not at all




•
 
she cares nothing for others




•
 
he looks 
nothing like

 the others.










2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to contradict something emphatically




•
 
“This is a surprise.” “Surprise nothing.”














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be nothing to do with






see do
 1
 .









2.
 
for nothing





a.
 
at no cost; without payment




•
 
working for nothing.










b.
 
to no purpose




•
 
he died anyway; so it had all been for nothing.















3.
 
have nothing on someone






see have
 .









4.
 
have nothing to do with






see do
 1
 .









5.
 
no nothing








‹informal›

 (concluding a list of negatives) nothing at all




•
 
how could you solve it with no clues, no witnesses, no nothing?















6.
 
not for nothing






for a very good reason




•
 
not for nothing have I got a brother-in-law who cooks professionally.















7.
 
nothing but






only




•
 
nothing but the best will do.















8.
 
nothing daunted






see daunt
 .









9.
 
nothing doing

 

‹informal›






a.
 
there is no prospect of success or agreement




•
 
He wants to marry her. Nothing doing!










b.
 
nothing is happening




•
 
there's nothing doing, and I've been waiting for weeks.















10.
 
nothing (or nothing else) for it








(Brit.)

 no alternative




•
 
there was 
nothing for it but to

 follow.















11.
 
nothing less than






used to emphasize how extreme something is




•
 
it was nothing less than sexual harassment.















12.
 
nothing loath






quite willing.









13.
 
nothing much






not a great amount; nothing of importance.









14.
 
there is nothing to it






there is no difficulty involved.









15.
 
stop at nothing






see stop
 .









16.
 
sweet nothings







/ˌswēt ˈnəTHiNGz /

 — words of affection exchanged by lovers




•
 
whispering sweet nothings in her ear.















17.
 
think nothing of it






do not apologize or feel bound to show gratitude (used as a polite response).









18.
 
you ain't seen nothing yet








‹informal›

 used to indicate that although something may be considered extreme or impressive, there is something even more extreme or impressive in store




•
 
if you think that was muddy, you ain't seen nothing yet.





















– origin

 Old English 
nān thing

 (see no
 , thing
 ).





nothingness

 
/ˈnəTHiNGnəs/






noun



1.
 
the absence or cessation of life or existence




•
 
the fear of the total nothingness of death.










2.
 
worthlessness; insignificance; unimportance




•
 
the nothingness of it all overwhelmed him.



















nothosaur

 
/ˈnōTHəˌsôr /

 
nothosaurus





I.
 
noun




an extinct semiaquatic carnivorous reptile of the Triassic period, having a slender body and long neck, related to the plesiosaurs.

[Infraorder 
Nothosauria

 , superorder 
Sauropterygia

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





nothosaurian






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Nothosauria

 , from Greek 
nothos

 ‘false’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





notice

 
/ˈnōdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
attention; observation




•
 
their silence did not escape my notice




•
 
it has 
come to our notice

 that you have been missing school.










2.
 
notification or warning of something, especially to allow preparations to be made




•
 
interest rates are subject to fluctuation without notice.










3.
 
a formal declaration of one's intention to end an agreement, typically one concerning employment or tenancy, at a specified time




•
 
she handed in her notice.










4.
 
a displayed sheet or placard giving news or information




•
 
the jobs were advertised in a notice posted in the common room.










5.
 
a small advertisement or announcement in a newspaper or magazine




•
 
an obituary notice.










6.
 
(usu. 
notices

 )
 — a short published review or comment about a new film, play, or book




•
 
she had good notices in her first film.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become aware of




•
 
he noticed the youths behaving suspiciously




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I noticed that she was looking tired




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they were too drunk to notice.










2.
 
(usu. 
be noticed

 )
 — treat (someone) with some degree of attention or recognition




•
 
it was only last year that the singer really began to be noticed.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 remark upon




•
 
she looked so much better that Sir Charles noticed it to Lady Harriet.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at short (or a moment's) notice






with little warning or time for preparation




•
 
tours may be canceled at short notice.















2.
 
put someone on notice (or serve notice)






warn someone of something about or likely to occur, especially in a formal or threatening manner




•
 
we're going to put foreign governments on notice that we want a change of trade policy.















3.
 
take no notice






pay no attention to someone or something.









4.
 
take notice






pay attention; show signs of interest.















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French, from Latin 
notitia

 ‘being known,’ from 
notus

 ‘known’ (see notion
 ).





noticeable

 
/ˈnōdəsəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
easily seen or noticed; clear or apparent




•
 
a noticeable increase in staff motivation.










2.
 
noteworthy




•
 
a noticeable new phenomenon.



















noticeably

 
/ˈnōdəsəblē/






adverb




in a way that is easily seen or noticed; clearly




•
 
Chris was noticeably absent from this year's meeting




•
 
after surgery she deteriorated noticeably.



















notifiable

 
/ˈnōdəˌfīəb(ə)l/






adjective




denoting something, typically a serious infectious disease, that must be reported to the appropriate authorities.













notification

 
/ˌnōdəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of notifying someone or something




•
 
we have yet to receive formal notification of the announcement.



















notify

 
/ˈnōdəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inform (someone) of something, typically in a formal or official manner




•
 
you will be 
notified of

 our decision as soon as possible




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
they were notified that John had been taken prisoner.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 give notice of or report (something) formally or officially




•
 
if he does not notify the occurrences, he may be guilty of nondisclosure.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
notifier

 , from Latin 
notificare

 ‘make known,’ from 
notus

 ‘known’ (see notion
 ) + 
facere

 ‘make.’





no-tillage

 
no-till






adjective




designating a method of planting in which soil is not tilled but instead is planted by insertion of seeds in small slits, weeds being controlled by other means




•
 
a no-tillage tomato production system using hairy vetch and subterranean clover mulches.




















notion

 
/ˈnōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a conception of or belief about something




•
 
children have different notions about the roles of their parents




•
 
I had no notion of what her words meant.










2.
 
an impulse or desire, especially one of a whimsical kind




•
 
she had a notion to call her friend at work.










3.
 
(
notions

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 items used in sewing, such as buttons, pins, and hooks.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
notio(n-)

 ‘idea,’ from 
notus

 ‘known,’ past participle of 
noscere

 .





notional

 
/ˈnōSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing only in theory or as a suggestion or idea




•
 
notional budgets for hospital and community health services.










2.
 
existing only in the imagination




•
 
Lizzie seemed to vanish into thin air, as if her presence were merely notional.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to an approach to grammar that is dependent on the definition of terminology (e.g., “a verb is an action word”) as opposed to identification of structures and processes.




4.
 
(in language teaching) denoting or relating to a syllabus that aims to develop communicative competence.








II.
 
derivatives





notionally

 
/ˈnōSH(ə)nəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the Latin sense): from obsolete French, or from medieval Latin 
notionalis

 ‘relating to an idea,’ from 
notion-

 ‘idea’ (see notion
 ).





notochord

 
/ˈnōdəˌkôrd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a cartilaginous skeletal rod supporting the body in all embryonic and some adult chordate animals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
nōton

 ‘back’ + chord
 2
 .






Notogaea

 
/ˌnōdəˈjēə /

 

‹Zoology›


 
Notogea





I.
 
a zoogeographical area comprising the Australian region.




II.
 
derivatives





Notogaean






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
notos

 ‘south wind’ + 
gaia

 ‘earth.’





notoriety

 
/ˌnōdəˈrīədē/






noun




the state of being famous or well known for some bad quality or deed




•
 
the song has gained some notoriety in the press




•
 
she has a certain notoriety.



















notorious

 
/nōˈtôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




famous or well known, typically for some bad quality or deed




•
 
Los Angeles is 
notorious for

 its smog




•
 
he was a notorious drinker and womanizer.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘generally known’): from medieval Latin 
notorius

 (from Latin 
notus

 ‘known’) + -ous
 .





notoriously

 
/nəˈtôrēəslē nōˈtôrēəslē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
used to emphasize that a quality or fact, typically a bad one, is well known




•
 
the company is notoriously difficult to contact




•
 
a notoriously overcrowded prison.



















notornis

 
/nōˈtôrnis/





I.
 
noun




another term for takahe
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
notos

 ‘south’ + 
ornis

 ‘bird.’





notoungulate

 
/ˌnōdōˈəNGɡyələt/





I.
 
noun




an extinct hoofed mammal of a large and varied group that lived in South America throughout the Tertiary period, finally dying out in the Pleistocene.

[Order 
Notoungulata

 : many families.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Notoungulata

 , from Greek 
notos

 ‘south’ + Latin 
ungula

 ‘nail.’





not-out

 
/nädˈout /

 

‹Cricket›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a batsman who is not out when the team's innings ends, or a score or innings made by such a batsman.








II.
 
noun




a not-out score or innings.













Notre Dame

 
/ˌnōtrə ˈdäm/





I.
 
a Gothic cathedral in Paris, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, on the Île de la Cité (an island in the Seine). It was built between 1163 and 1250 and is noted for its innovative flying buttresses and sculptured facade.







– origin

 French, literally ‘our lady.’





no-trump

 
/ˈnōˌtrəmp/






noun






[Bridge]

 a situation in which no suit is designated as trump




•
 
she reached three no-trump after her partner had opened with a weak two bid




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a no-trump contract.



















Nottingham

 
/ˈnädiNGəm ˈnädiNGˌham/






a city in east central England, the county town of Nottinghamshire; pop. 237,600 (est. 2009).









Nottingham lace

 
/ˈnätiNGəm, -ˌham/






noun




a type of machine-made flat lace.













Nottinghamshire

 
/ˈnädiNGəmSHər ˈnädiNGəmˌSHir/






a county in central England; county town, Nottingham.









Notts.

 
/näts/






abbreviation




Nottinghamshire.













notum

 
/ˈnōdəm/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the dorsal exoskeleton of the thorax of an insect.








II.
 
derivatives





notal

 
/ˈnōtl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
nōton

 ‘back.’





notwithstanding

 
/ˌnätwiTHˈstandiNG ˌnätwiT͟HˈstandiNG/





I.
 
preposition




in spite of




•
 
notwithstanding the evidence, the consensus is that the jury will not reach a verdict




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
this small contretemps notwithstanding, they both had a good time.














II.
 
adverb




nevertheless; in spite of this




•
 
she tells us she is an intellectual; notwithstanding, she faces the future as unprovided for as a beauty queen.














III.
 
conjunction




although; in spite of the fact that




•
 


notwithstanding that

 the hall was packed with bullies, our champion played on steadily and patiently.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from not
 + 
withstanding

 , present participle of withstand
 , on the pattern of Old French 
non obstant

 ‘not providing an obstacle to.’





Nouakchott

 
/nəˈwäkˌSHät/






the capital of Mauritania, situated on the Atlantic coast; pop. 673,000 (est. 2007).










nougat

 
/ˈno͞oɡət/





I.
 
noun




a candy made from sugar or honey, nuts, and egg white.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Provençal 
nogat

 , from 
noga

 ‘nut.’





nougatine

 
/ˈno͞oɡəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




nougat covered with chocolate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from nougat
 + 
-ine

 ‘resembling’ (see -ine
 1
 ).






nought

 
/nôt/






noun, pronoun




variant spelling of naught
 .













noughties

 
/ˈnôdēz/





I.
 
plural noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the decade from 2000 to 2009.











– origin

 1990s: from 
nought

 ‘zero,’ on the pattern of 
twenties

 , 
thirties

 , etc.





noughts and crosses






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
British term for tic-tac-toe
 .














Nouméa

 
/no͞oˈmāə/






the capital of the island of New Caledonia; pop. 91,386 (2004).

Former name Port de France
 .









noumenon

 
/ˈno͞oməˌnän/





I.
 
noun




(in Kantian philosophy) a thing as it is in itself, as distinct from a thing as it is knowable by the senses through phenomenal attributes.








II.
 
derivatives





noumenal

 
/-nəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via German from Greek, literally ‘(something) conceived,’ from 
noien

 ‘conceive, apprehend.’






noun

 
/noun/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word (other than a pronoun) used to identify any of a class of people, places, or things , or to name a particular one of these .








II.
 
derivatives





nounal

 
/ˈnounəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
nomen

 ‘name.’





noun phrase

 
/noun frāz/






noun






[Grammar]

 a word or group of words that functions in a sentence as subject, object, or prepositional object.














nourish

 
/ˈnəriSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with the food or other substances necessary for growth, health, and good condition




•
 
I was doing everything I could to nourish and protect the baby




•
 


‹figurative›

 spiritual resources that nourished her in her darkest hours.










2.
 
enhance the fertility of (soil)




•
 
a clay base nourished with plant detritus.










3.
 
keep (a feeling or belief) in one's mind, typically for a long time




•
 
he has long nourished an ambition to bring the show to Broadway.














II.
 
derivatives





nourisher






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
noriss-

 , lengthened stem of 
norir

 , from Latin 
nutrire

 ‘feed, cherish.’





nourishing

 
/ˈnəriSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of food) containing substances necessary for growth, health, and good condition




•
 
a simple but nourishing meal.














II.
 
derivatives





nourishingly






adverb





















nourishment

 
/ˈnəriSHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the food or other substances necessary for growth, health, and good condition




•
 
tubers from which plants obtain nourishment.










2.
 
the action of nourishing someone or something




•
 
they suck out the sap and eliminate from it a sweet liquid for the nourishment of their young.



















nous

 
/no͞os nous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the mind or intellect.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 common sense; practical intelligence




•
 
if he had any nous at all, he'd sell the movie rights.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 1): from Greek, ‘mind, intelligence, intuitive apprehension.’





nouveau

 
/ˈno͞ovō, no͞oˈvō/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for nouveau riche
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 modern; up to date.














nouveau riche

 
/ˌno͞oˌvō ˈrēSH/





I.
 
noun

 — (treated as 
pl.

 , usu. 
the nouveau riche

 )


1.
 
people who have recently acquired wealth, typically those perceived as ostentatious or lacking in good taste.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the nouveau riche




•
 
nouveau-riche social climbers.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘new rich.’





nouveau roman

 
/ˌno͞ovō rōˈmän/





I.
 
noun




a style of avant-garde French novel that came to prominence in the 1950s. It rejected the plot, characters, and omniscient narrator central to the traditional novel in an attempt to reflect more faithfully the sometimes random nature of experience.











– origin

 French, literally ‘new novel.’





nouvelle

 
/no͞oˈvəl/






adjective




of, relating to, or specializing in nouvelle cuisine




•
 
nouvelle bistros.




















Nouvelle-Calédonie

 
/no͞oˌvelkälədôˈnē/






French name for New Caledonia
 .









nouvelle cuisine

 
/no͞oˌvel kwəˈzēn/





I.
 
noun




a modern style of cooking that avoids rich, heavy foods and emphasizes the freshness of the ingredients and the presentation of the dishes.











– origin

 French, literally ‘new cooking.’






nouvelle vague

 
/no͞oˌvel ˈväɡ/





I.
 
noun




a grouping of French movie directors in the late 1950s and 1960s who reacted against established French cinema and sought to make more individualistic and stylistically innovative films. Exponents included Claude Chabrol, Jean-Luc Godard, Alain Resnais, and François Truffaut.











– origin

 French, literally ‘new wave.’





Nov.






abbreviation




November.













nova

 
/ˈnōvə/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a star showing a sudden large increase in brightness and then slowly returning to its original state over a few months.

See also supernova
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, feminine of 
novus

 ‘new’ (because such stars were thought to be newly formed).





novaculite

 
/nōˈvakyəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a hard, dense, fine-grained siliceous rock resembling chert, with a high content of microcrystalline quartz.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
novacula

 ‘razor’ + -ite
 1
 .





Nova Lisboa

 
/ˈnōvə lēZHˈbōə, ˌnôvə lēZHˈvōə/






former name (until 1978) for Huambo
 .









Nova Scotia

 
/ˌnōvə ˈskōSHə/





I.
 
a peninsula on the southeastern coast of Canada that projects into the Atlantic Ocean and separates the Bay of Fundy from the Gulf of St. Lawrence.




II.
 
a province in eastern Canada that consists of the Nova Scotia peninsula and adjoining Cape Breton Island; pop. 913,462 (2006); capital, Halifax. Settled as Acadia by the French in the early 18th century, it changed hands several times before being awarded to Britain in 1713. It became one of the original four provinces in the Dominion of Canada in 1867.









Nova Scotian

 
/ˌnōvə ˈskōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Canadian province of Nova Scotia




•
 
he was proud of his Nova Scotian heritage.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Canadian province of Nova Scotia




•
 
the quality of life for rural Nova Scotians.



















novation

 
/nōˈvāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the substitution of a new contract in place of an old one.








II.
 
derivatives





novate

 
/ˈnōvāt, nōˈvāt /






verb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
novatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
novare

 ‘make new.’





Novato

 
/nəˈvädō/






a city in northwestern California, north of San Francisco; pop. 52,785 (est. 2008).









Novaya Zemlya

 
/ˌnōvəyə ˌzemˈlyä/






two large uninhabited islands in the Arctic Ocean off the northern coast of Siberian Russia. The name means “new land.”









novel1


 
/ˈnävəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fictitious prose narrative of book length, typically representing character and action with some degree of realism




•
 
the novels of Jane Austen




•
 
she was reading a paperback novel.










2.
 
(
the novel

 )
 — the literary genre represented or exemplified by novels




•
 
the novel is the most adaptable of all literary forms.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian 
novella (storia

 ) ‘new (story),’ feminine of 
novello

 ‘new,’ from Latin 
novellus

 , from 
novus

 ‘new.’ The word is also found from late Middle English until the 18th cent. in the sense ‘a novelty, a piece of news,’ from Old French 
novelle

 (see novel
 2
 ).






novel2


 
/ˈnävəl/





I.
 
adjective




new or unusual in an interesting way




•
 
he hit on a novel idea to solve his financial problems.














II.
 
derivatives





novelly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘recent’): from Old French, from Latin 
novellus

 , from 
novus

 ‘new.’






novela

 
/nōˈvelə/






noun




another term for telenovela
 .













novelette

 
/ˌnävəˈlet/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 a short novel, typically one that is light and romantic or sentimental in character.








II.
 
derivatives





novelettish

 
/ˌnävəˈlediSH /






adjective





















novelist

 
/ˈnävələst/






noun




a writer of novels.













novelistic

 
/ˌnävəˈlistik/






adjective




characteristic of or used in novels




•
 
the novelistic detail of his film.



















novelize

 
/ˈnävəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
novelized

 )


1.
 
convert (a story, typically one in the form of a movie or screenplay) into a novel.








II.
 
derivatives





novelization

 
/ˌnävəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















novella

 
/nəˈvelə/





I.
 
noun




a short novel or long short story.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Italian, ‘novel.’





Novello, Ivor

 
/nəˈvelō/






(1893–1951), Welsh composer, songwriter, actor, and dramatist; born 
David Ivor Davies

 . He wrote the music for the World War I song “Keep the Home Fires Burning” (1914).









novelty

 
/ˈnävəltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being new, original, or unusual




•
 
the novelty of being a married woman wore off.










2.
 
a new or unfamiliar thing or experience




•
 
in 1914 air travel was still a novelty.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something intended to be amusing as a result of its new or unusual quality




•
 
a novelty teapot.










4.
 
a small and inexpensive toy or ornament




•
 
he bought chocolate novelties to decorate the Christmas tree.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
novelte

 , from 
novel

 ‘new, fresh’ (see novel
 2
 ).





November

 
/nōˈvembər nəˈvembər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the eleventh month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the last month of autumn




•
 
the store opened in November




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
November days.










2.
 
a code word representing the letter N, used in radio communication.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin, from 
novem

 ‘nine’ (being originally the ninth month of the Roman year).





novena

 
/nōˈvēnə/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a form of worship consisting of special prayers or services on nine successive days.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
novem

 ‘nine.’





novennial

 
/ˌnōˈveniəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every nine years.




2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of nine years.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
novennis

 ‘nine years old’ (from Latin 
novem

 ‘nine’) + -al
 .





Noverre, Jean-Georges

 
/nōˈver/






(1727–1810), French choreographer and dance theorist. He stressed the importance of dramatic motivation, as opposed to technical virtuosity, in ballet.









Novgorod

 
/ˈnôvɡərət, ˈnävɡəˌräd/






a city in northwestern Russia, on the Volkhov River at the northern tip of Lake Ilmen; pop. 214,400 (est. 2009). Russia's oldest city, it was settled by Varangian chief Rurik in 862 and ruled by Alexander Nevsky 1238–63, when it was an important center of medieval eastern Europe.










novice

 
/ˈnävəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person new to or inexperienced in a field or situation




•
 
he was a complete novice in foreign affairs.










2.
 
a person who has entered a religious order and is under probation, before taking vows.




3.
 
an animal, especially a racehorse, that has not yet won a major prize or reached a level of performance to qualify for important events.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
novicius

 , from 
novus

 ‘new.’





Novi Sad

 
/ˌnōvē ˈsad/






an industrial city in Serbia, on the Danube River, capital of the autonomous province of Vojvodina; pop. 197,900 (est. 2008).









novitiate

 
/nōˈviSHēət nəˈviSHət /

 
noviciate





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the period or state of being a novice, especially in a religious order.




2.
 
a place housing religious novices.




3.
 
a novice, especially in a religious order.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
noviciatus

 , from Latin 
novicius

 ‘new’ (see novice
 ).





novocaine

 
/ˈnōvəˌkān /

 


‹trademark›

 Novocain





I.
 
noun




another term for procaine
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
novus

 ‘new’ + 
-caine

 (from cocaine
 ).





Novokuznetsk

 
/ˌnōvəko͝ozˈn(y)etsk/






an industrial city in Russia, in central Siberia, in the Kuznets Basin; pop. 562,200 (est. 2008).









Novosibirsk

 
/ˌnōvəsiˈbirsk/






a city in Russia, in central Siberia, west of the Kuznets Basin, on the Ob River; pop. 1,390,500 (est. 2008).









Novotný, Antonín

 
/ˈnôvôtˌnē/






(1904–75), Czech statesman; president 1957–68. A founding member of the Czechoslovak Communist Party in 1921, he played a major part in the communist seizure of power in 1948. He was ousted by the reform movement in 1968.










now

 
/nou/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at the present time or moment




•
 
where are you living now?




•
 
it's the most popular style of jazz 
right now






•
 
not now, I'm late




•
 [after 
prep.

 ]
 
they should be back 
by now

 .










2.
 
at the time directly following the present moment; immediately




•
 
if we leave now, we can be home by ten




•
 
I'd rather do it now than leave it till later.










3.
 
under the present circumstances; as a result of something that has recently happened




•
 
it is now clear that we should not pursue this policy




•
 
I didn't receive the letter, but it hardly matters now.










4.
 
on this further occasion, typically as the latest in a series of annoying situations or events




•
 
what do you want now?










5.
 
used to emphasize a particular length of time




•
 
they've been married four years now.










6.
 
(in a narrative or account of past events) at the time spoken of or referred to




•
 
it had happened three times now




•
 
she was nineteen now, and she was alone.










7.
 
used, especially in conversation, to draw attention to a particular statement or point in a narrative




•
 
now, my first impulse was to run away




•
 
I don't like Scotch. Now, if it had been Irish Whiskey you'd offered me.










8.
 
used in or as a request, instruction, or question, typically to give a slight emphasis to one's words




•
 
now, if you'll excuse me?




•
 
we can hardly send her back, now can we?




•
 
run along now.










9.
 
used when pausing or considering one's next words




•
 
let me see now; oh yes, I remember.










10.
 
used at the end of an ironic question echoing a previous statement




•
 
“Mom says for you to give me some of your stamps.” “Does she now?”














II.
 
conjunction




as a consequence of the fact




•
 
they spent a lot of time together 
now that

 he had retired




•
 


now that

 you mention it, I haven't seen her around for ages.














III.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 fashionable; up to date




•
 
seventies disco dancing—very now.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
for now






until a later time




•
 
that's all the news there is for now.















2.
 
now and again (or then)






from time to time.









3.
 
now now






used as an expression of mild remonstrance




•
 
now now, that's not the way to behave.















4.
 
now ——, now ——






at one moment ——, at the next ——




•
 
a wind whipped about the house, now this way, now that.















5.
 
now or never






used to convey urgency




•
 


it was now or never

 —I had to move fast.















6.
 
now then





a.
 
used to get someone's attention or to invite a response




•
 
now then, who's for a coffee?










b.
 
used as an expression of mild remonstrance or warning




•
 
now then, Emily, I think Sarah has suffered enough.















7.
 
now you're talking






used to express one's enthusiastic agreement with or approval of a statement or suggestion




•
 
The Beatles! Now you're talking.


















V.
 
derivatives





nowness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
nū

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
nu

 , German 
nun

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
nunc

 and Greek 
nun

 .





NOW






abbreviation




National Organization for Women.













nowadays

 
/ˈnouəˌdāz/






adverb




at the present time, in contrast with the past




•
 
the sort of clothes worn by almost all young people nowadays




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
nowadays, many people condemn hunting.



















noway

 
/ˈnōwā /

 
noways






adverb






‹chiefly archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 another term for nowise
 . See also no way
 at no
 .













nowcast

 
/ˈnoukast/





I.
 
noun




a description of present weather conditions and forecast of those immediately expected.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nowcaster






noun













2.
 
nowcasting






noun





















nowed

 
/noud/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 knotted; (of a snake) depicted interlaced in a knot.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
noué

 ‘knotted.’






nowhere

 
/ˈnōˌ(h)wer/





I.
 
adverb




not in or to any place; not anywhere




•
 
plants and animals found nowhere else in the world




•
 
Andrea is nowhere to be found.














II.
 
pronoun



1.
 
no place




•
 
there was nowhere for her to sit




•
 
there's nowhere better to experience the wonders of the Rockies.










2.
 
a place that is remote, uninteresting, or nondescript




•
 
a stretch of road between nowhere and nowhere




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
the town is a particularly American nowhere.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 having no prospect of progress or success




•
 
she's involved in a nowhere affair with a married executive.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
from (or out of) nowhere






appearing or happening suddenly and unexpectedly




•
 
he materialized a taxi out of nowhere.















2.
 
get (or go) nowhere






make no progress




•
 
I'm getting nowhere—maybe I should give up




•
 
the project was 
going nowhere fast

 .















3.
 
get someone nowhere






be of no use or benefit to someone




•
 
being angry would get her nowhere.















4.
 
the middle of nowhere








‹informal›

 a place that is remote and isolated.









5.
 
nowhere near






not nearly




•
 
he's 
nowhere near as

 popular as he used to be.















6.
 
a road to nowhere






a situation or course of action offering no prospects of progress or advancement.















– origin

 Old English 
nāhwǣr

 (see no
 , where
 ).





nowheres

 
/ˈnō(h)werz /

 

‹informal›







adverb




nowhere




•
 
that boat was going nowheres.



















nowheresville

 
/ˈnō(h)werzˌvil/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a place or situation of no significance, promise, or interest




•
 
some American village that might justifiably lay claim to the title “Nowheresville.”



















no-win

 
/ˈnō ˈwin/






adjective




of or denoting a situation in which success or a favorable outcome is impossible.














nowise

 
/ˈnōˌwīz/






adverb






‹archaic›

 in no way or manner; not at all




•
 
I can nowise accept the accusation.



















nowt

 
/nout/






pronoun, adverb






(N. English)

 nothing




•
 
it's nowt to do with me.



















NOx






noun




oxides of nitrogen, especially as atmospheric pollutants.














noxious

 
/ˈnäkSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




harmful, poisonous, or very unpleasant




•
 
they were overcome by the noxious fumes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
noxiously






adverb













2.
 
noxiousness






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
noxius

 (from 
noxa

 ‘harm’) + -ous
 .





noxious weed






noun




a plant considered harmful to animals or the environment.













noyade

 
/nwäˈyäd/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an execution carried out by drowning.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (referring especially to a mass execution by drowning, carried out in France in 1794): from French, literally ‘drowning,’ from the verb 
noyer

 , from Latin 
necare

 ‘kill without use of a weapon,’ later ‘drown.’





noyau

 
/nwäˈyō, ˈnwäˌyō/





I.
 
noun




a liqueur made of brandy flavored with fruit kernels.











– origin

 French, literally ‘kernel,’ based on Latin 
nux

 , 
nuc-

 ‘nut.’





nozzle

 
/ˈnäzəl/





I.
 
noun




a cylindrical or round spout at the end of a pipe, hose, or tube, used to control a jet of gas or liquid.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from nose
 + -le
 2
 .





Np






symbol




the chemical element neptunium.













NP






abbreviation




notary public.













n.p.






abbreviation



1.
 
new paragraph.




2.
 
no place of publication (used especially in book classification).













NPN






adjective






[Electronics]

 denoting a semiconductor device in which a 
p-

 type region is sandwiched between two 
n-

 type regions.













NPR






abbreviation




National Public Radio.













NPT






abbreviation




non-proliferation treaty.













NPV






abbreviation




net present value.

See present value
 .













nr






abbreviation




near.













NRA






abbreviation




National Rifle Association.













NRC






abbreviation



1.
 
National Research Council.




2.
 
National Response Center.




3.
 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.













NRSV






abbreviation




New Revised Standard Version (of the Bible).













ns






abbreviation




nanosecond.













NS






abbreviation



1.
 
New Style.




2.
 
Nova Scotia (in official postal use).













n/s






abbreviation




nonsmoker; nonsmoking (used in personal advertisements).













NSA






abbreviation




National Security Agency.













NSAID

 
/ˈensed/






abbreviation




nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug, of which aspirin is the archetype.













NSC






abbreviation




National Security Council.













NSE






abbreviation




National Stock Exchange.













nsec






abbreviation




nanosecond.













NSF






abbreviation




National Science Foundation.













n.s.f.






abbreviation




not sufficient funds.













NSFW






abbreviation




not safe (or suitable) for work (used in electronic communication to indicate that a particular web page or website contains explicit sexual material or other adult content)




•
 
if your friend just sent you something with NSFW in the subject line, don't go there.



















NSPCA






abbreviation




National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.













NSU






abbreviation






[Medicine]

 nonspecific urethritis.













NSW






abbreviation




New South Wales.













NT






abbreviation



1.
 
New Testament.




2.
 
Northern Territory.




3.
 
Northwest Territories (in official postal use).




4.
 


[Bridge]

 no-trump.













n't






contraction




not, used with auxiliary verbs (e.g., 
can't

 , 
won't

 , 
didn't

 , and 
isn't

 ).














nth

 
/enTH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting an unspecified member of a series of numbers or enumerated items




•
 
systematic sampling by taking every nth name from the list.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (in general use) denoting an unspecified item or instance in a series, typically the last or latest in a long series




•
 
for the nth time that day they were forced to relate the whole story.














II.
 
phrases





to the nth degree






to the utmost




•
 
the gullibility of the electorate was tested to the nth degree by such promises.























Nth






abbreviation




North.













NTP






abbreviation






[Chemistry]

 normal temperature and pressure.













NTSB






abbreviation




National Transportation Safety Board.













NTSC





I.
 
noun




the television broadcasting system used in North America and Japan.











– origin

 1950s: acronym from 
National Television Standards Committee

 .





n-tuple






noun






[Mathematics]

 an ordered set with 
n

 elements.













nt. wt.






abbreviation




net weight.














n-type

 
/ˈenˌtīp/






adjective






[Electronics]

 denoting a region in a semiconductor in which electrical conduction is due chiefly to the movement of electrons.

Often contrasted with p-type
 .













nu

 
/n(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thirteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ν

 , 
ν

 ), transliterated as ‘n.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Nu

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the thirteenth star in a constellation




•
 
Nu Draconis.














II.
 
symbol




frequency.













NU






abbreviation




Nunavut (in official postal use).













nu-

 
/n(y)o͞o/






combining form




informal respelling of ‘new,’ used especially in names of new or revived genres of popular music




•
 
nu-metal bands




•
 
nu-disco.




















nuance

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌäns/





I.
 
noun




a subtle difference in or shade of meaning, expression, or sound




•
 
the nuances of facial expression and body language.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give nuances to




•
 
the effect of the music is nuanced by the social situation of listeners.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, ‘shade, subtlety,’ from 
nuer

 ‘to shade,’ based on Latin 
nubes

 ‘cloud.’





nuanced

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌänst/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by subtle shades of meaning or expression




•
 
Lowe's work has gradually grown more nuanced




•
 
the nuanced tone of the performances.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from nuance
 + -ed
 1
 .






nub

 
/nəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the nub

 )
 — the crux or central point of a matter




•
 
the nub of the problem lies elsewhere.










2.
 
a small lump or protuberance




•
 
he pressed down on the two nubs on top of the phone.










3.
 
a small chunk or nugget of metal or rock




•
 
a nub of gold.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently a variant of dialect 
knub

 ‘protuberance,’ from Middle Low German 
knubbe

 , 
knobbe

 ‘knob.’





Nuba

 
/ˈno͞obə/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Nilotic people inhabiting southern Kordofan, a region in Sudan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nuba.











– origin

 from Latin 
Nubae

 ‘Nubians.’





nubbin

 
/ˈnəbən/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small lump or residual part




•
 
nubbins of bone or cartilage.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: diminutive of nub
 .





nubby

 
/ˈnəbē /

 
nubbly





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of fabric) coarse or knobbly in texture




•
 
upholstered in nubby blue cotton.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 stubby; lumpy




•
 
the nubby points of the new leaves.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as 
nubbly

 ): derivative of 
nubble

 ‘small lump.’





Nubia

 
/ˈn(y)o͞obēə/






an ancient region of southern Egypt and northern Sudan, including the Nile valley between Aswan and Khartoum and the surrounding area. Much of Nubia is now drowned by the waters of Lake Nasser, formed by the building of the two dams at Aswan. Nubians constitute an ethnic minority group in Egypt.









Nubian

 
/ˈn(y)o͞obēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Nubia.




2.
 
the Nilo-Saharan language of the Nubians.




3.
 
a goat of a short-haired breed with long pendant ears and long legs, originally from Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Nubia, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Nubianus

 , from 
Nubia

 ‘Nubia,’ from Latin 
Nubae

 ‘Nubians.’






nubile

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌbīl ˈn(y)o͞oˌbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a girl or young woman) sexually mature; suitable for marriage.




2.
 
(of a girl or young woman) sexually attractive




•
 
he employed a procession of nubile young secretaries.














II.
 
derivatives





nubility

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nubilis

 ‘marriageable,’ from 
nubere

 ‘cover or veil oneself for a bridegroom’ (from 
nubes

 ‘cloud’).





nubuck

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌbək/





I.
 
noun




cowhide leather that has been rubbed on the outer side of the hide to give it a feel like that of suede.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps a respelling of new
 + buck
 1
 .





nucellus

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oˈseləs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the central part of an ovule, containing the embryo sac.








II.
 
derivatives





nucellar

 
/-ˈselər /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, apparently an irregular diminutive of nucleus
 .





nuchal

 
/ˈn(y)o͞ok(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the nape of the neck.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from obsolete 
nucha

 ‘nape’ (from medieval Latin 
nucha

 ‘medulla oblongata,’ from Arabic 
nuḵaʿ

 ‘spinal marrow’) + -al
 .





nuci-





I.
 
combining form




of a nut or nuts.











– origin

 from Latin 
nux

 , 
nuc-

 ‘nut.’






nuclear

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the nucleus of an atom.




2.
 
denoting, relating to, or powered by the energy released in nuclear fission or fusion




•
 
nuclear energy




•
 
nuclear submarines.










3.
 
denoting, possessing, or involving weapons using nuclear energy




•
 
a nuclear bomb




•
 
nuclear nations.










4.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to the nucleus of a cell




•
 
nuclear DNA.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from nucleus
 + -ar
 1
 .






nuclear age






noun




the period in history usu. considered to have begun with the first use of the atomic bomb (1945). It is characterized by nuclear energy as a military, industrial, and sociopolitical factor.

Also called atomic age
 .













nuclear club






noun




the nations possessing nuclear weapons.













nuclear disarmament






noun




the process of reducing in number or completely eliminating a country's nuclear weapons




•
 
advocates of unilateral nuclear disarmament




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a resumption of stalled nuclear disarmament talks.




















nuclear energy

 
//






noun




the energy released during nuclear fission or fusion, especially when used to generate electricity.













nuclear family






noun




a couple and their dependent children, regarded as a basic social unit.














nuclear fission






noun




a nuclear reaction in which a heavy nucleus splits spontaneously or on impact with another particle, with the release of energy.













nuclear force






noun






[Physics]

 a strong attractive force between nucleons in the atomic nucleus that holds the nucleus together.













nuclear-free






adjective




(of a country or region) not having or allowing any nuclear weapons, materials, or power




•
 
a nuclear-free zone.




















nuclear fuel






noun




a substance that will sustain a fission chain reaction so that it can be used as a source of nuclear energy.














nuclear fusion






noun




a nuclear reaction in which atomic nuclei of low atomic number fuse to form a heavier nucleus with the release of energy.













nuclear magnetic resonance

 
NMR






noun




the absorption of electromagnetic radiation by a nucleus having a magnetic moment when in an external magnetic field, used mainly as an analytical technique and in diagnostic body imaging.













nuclear medicine






noun




the branch of medicine that deals with the use of radioactive substances in research, diagnosis, and treatment.













nuclear option






noun




the most drastic or extreme response possible to a particular situation.













nuclear physics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the physics of atomic nuclei and their interactions, especially in the generation of nuclear energy.














nuclear power






noun



1.
 
electric or motive power generated by a nuclear reactor.




2.
 
a country that has nuclear weapons.













nuclear-powered

 
/ˈˌn(y)o͞okli(ə)r ˈˌpou(ə)rd ˈˌn(y)o͞okyələr ˈˌpou(ə)rd/






adjective




using motive power that is generated by a nuclear reactor




•
 
a nuclear-powered submarine.



















nuclear reaction






noun






[Physics]

 a change in the identity or characteristics of an atomic nucleus that results when it is bombarded with an energetic particle, as in fission, fusion, or radioactive decay.













nuclear threshold






noun




a point in a conflict at which nuclear weapons are or would be brought into use.













nuclear umbrella

 
/ˈn(y)o͞okli(ə)r ˈn(y)o͞okyələr ˌəmˈbrelə/






noun




the supposed protection gained from an alliance with a country possessing nuclear weapons.













nuclear war






noun




a war in which nuclear weapons are used.













nuclear waste






noun




radioactive waste material, for example from the use or reprocessing of nuclear fuel.













nuclear weapon






noun




a bomb or missile that uses nuclear energy to cause an explosion




•
 
both leaders pledged to work together to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons.



















nuclear winter






noun




a period of abnormal cold and darkness predicted to follow a nuclear war, caused by a layer of smoke and dust in the atmosphere blocking the sun's rays.













nuclease

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēˌās, -ˌāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that cleaves the chains of nucleotides in nucleic acids into smaller units.













nucleate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēāt ˈn(y)o͞oklēət /



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 having a nucleus.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēˌāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
nucleated

 )


1.
 
form a nucleus.




2.
 
form around a central area




•
 
a nucleated village.














III.
 
derivatives





nucleation

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēˈāSHən /






noun





















nuclei

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēˌī/






plural form of nucleus
 .










nucleic acid

 
/n(y)o͞oˌklēik ˈasəd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a complex organic substance present in living cells, especially DNA or RNA, whose molecules consist of many nucleotides linked in a long chain.













nucleo-






combining form




representing nucleus
 , nuclear
 , or nucleic acid
 .













nucleocapsid

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēōˈkapsəd/






noun






[Biology]

 the capsid of a virus with the enclosed nucleic acid.













nucleolus

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēˈōləs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a small dense spherical structure in the nucleus of a cell during interphase.








II.
 
derivatives





nucleolar

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēˈōlər ˌn(y)o͞oˈklēələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, diminutive of Latin 
nucleus

 ‘inner part, kernel’ (see nucleus
 ).





nucleon

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēˌän/






noun






[Physics]

 a proton or neutron.













nucleonics

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēˈäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science and technology concerned with atomic nuclei and nucleons, especially the exploitation of nuclear power.








II.
 
derivatives





nucleonic






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from nuclear
 , on the pattern of 
electronics

 .






nucleophilic

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēōˈfilik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a molecule or group) having a tendency to donate electrons or react at electron-poor sites such as protons.

Often contrasted with electrophilic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





nucleophile

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēəˌfīl /






noun





















nucleoplasm

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēəˌplazəm/






noun






[Biology]

 the substance of a cell nucleus, especially that not forming part of a nucleolus.













nucleoprotein

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēōˈprōtēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a complex consisting of a nucleic acid bonded to a protein.













nucleoside

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēəˌsīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound (e.g., adenosine or cytidine) commonly found in DNA or RNA, consisting of a purine or pyrimidine base linked to a sugar.













nucleosome

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a structural unit of a eukaryotic chromosome, consisting of a length of DNA coiled around a core of histones.








II.
 
derivatives





nucleosomal

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēəˈsōməl /






adjective





















nucleosynthesis

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oklēōˈsinTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the cosmic formation of atoms more complex than the hydrogen atom.








II.
 
derivatives





nucleosynthetic

 
/-sinˈT͟Hetik /






adjective





















nucleotide

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēəˌtīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of a nucleoside linked to a phosphate group. Nucleotides form the basic structural unit of nucleic acids such as DNA.














nucleus

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklēəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the central and most important part of an object, movement, or group, forming the basis for its activity and growth




•
 
the nucleus of a film-producing industry.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the positively charged central core of an atom, consisting of protons and neutrons and containing nearly all its mass.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a dense organelle present in most eukaryotic cells, typically a single rounded structure bounded by a double membrane, containing the genetic material.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the solid part of the head of a comet.




5.
 


[Anatomy]

 a discrete mass of gray matter in the central nervous system.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘kernel, inner part,’ diminutive of 
nux

 , 
nuc-

 ‘nut.’





nuclide

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oklīd/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a distinct kind of atom or nucleus characterized by a specific number of protons and neutrons.








II.
 
derivatives





nuclidic

 
/n(y)o͞oˈklidik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from nucleus
 + 
-ide

 (from Greek 
eidos

 ‘form’).





nude

 
/n(y)o͞od/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wearing no clothes; naked




•
 
a painting of a nude model.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — depicting or performed by naked people




•
 
he was asked to act in a frank nude scene.










3.
 
(especially of hosiery) flesh-colored




•
 
black shoes with beige or nude stockings.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a naked human figure, typically as the subject of a painting, sculpture, or photograph




•
 
a study of a kneeling nude.










2.
 
flesh color.








III.
 
phrases





in the nude






in an unclothed state




•
 
I like to swim in the nude.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘plain, explicit’): from Latin 
nudus

 . The current sense is first found in noun use in the early 18th cent.





nudge

 
/nəj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prod (someone) gently, typically with one's elbow, in order to draw their attention to something




•
 
people were nudging each other and pointing at me.










2.
 
touch or push (something) gently or gradually




•
 
the canoe nudged a bank of reeds.










3.
 
coax or gently encourage (someone) to do something




•
 
we have to 
nudge

 the politicians 
in the right direction

 .










4.
 
approach (an age, figure, or level) very closely




•
 
both men were nudging fifty.














II.
 
noun




a light touch or push




•
 
he gave her shoulder a nudge




•
 


‹figurative›

 she appreciated the nudge to her memory.














III.
 
phrases





nudge nudge (wink wink)






used to draw attention to a sexual innuendo in the previous statement




•
 
haven't seen much of the beach—we've been catching up on our sleep (nudge nudge).







[a catch phrase from 
Monty Python's Flying Circus

 , a British television comedy program.]












IV.
 
derivatives





nudger






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin; compare with Norwegian dialect 
nugga

 , 
nyggja

 ‘to push, rub.’





nudibranch

 
/ˈn(y)o͞odəˌbraNGk/






noun






[Zoology]

 a shell-less marine mollusk of the order 
Nudibranchia

 ; a sea slug.













Nudibranchia

 
/ˌn(y)o͞odəˈbraNGkēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of shell-less marine mollusks that comprises the sea slugs.

[Order 
Nudibranchia

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
nudus

 ‘nude’ + branchia
 .





nudie

 
/ˈn(y)o͞odē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a publication, entertainment, or venue featuring nude performers or models




•
 
the magazine says the editor was fired, and for reasons unrelated to nudies of the star.














II.
 
adjective




portraying, featuring, or including people in the nude




•
 
a nudie bar.



















nudist

 
/ˈn(y)o͞odəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in the practice of going naked wherever possible




•
 
a mission to encourage more public places to allow nudists




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a nudist beach.














II.
 
derivatives





nudism

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌdizəm /






noun





















nudity

 
/ˈn(y)o͞odədē/






noun




the state or fact of being naked




•
 
scenes of full frontal nudity.



















nudnik

 
/ˈno͝odnik /

 
nudnick





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a pestering, nagging, or irritating person; a bore.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Yiddish, from Russian 
nudnyĭ

 ‘tedious.’





Nueces River

 
/n(y)o͞oˌāsəs ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 315 miles (515 km) from central Texas, past Corpus Christi, into the Gulf of Mexico at Nueces Bay.









nuée ardente

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oā ärˈdänt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an incandescent cloud of gas, ash, and lava fragments ejected from a volcano, typically as part of a pyroclastic flow.











– origin

 French, literally ‘burning cloud.’





Nuer

 
/ˈno͞oər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an African people of South Sudan and Ethiopia, traditionally rearers of cattle.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Nuer.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nuer or their language.











– origin

 the name in Dinka.





Nuevo Laredo

 
/ˌnwāvō ləˈrādō/






a commercial city in eastern Mexico, in Tamaulipas state, across the Rio Grande from Laredo in Texas; pop. 338,363 (2005).









Nuevo León

 
/ˌnwāvō lāˈōn, lēˈōn/






a state in northeastern Mexico, on the border with the US; capital, Monterrey.









nuevo sol

 
/ˌnwāvō ˈsōl/





I.
 
noun




another term for sol
 3
 .











– origin

 Spanish, ‘new sol.’





nuff

 
/nəf /

 

‹informal›


 
’nuff






determiner, pronoun, adverb



1.
 
nonstandard spelling of enough
 , representing informal speech




•
 
The pen is mightier than the sword. 
Nuff said






•
 


sure nuff

 it rolled right over.










2.
 
[as 
determiner

 ]
 — (especially in Caribbean English) much or many




•
 
nuff respect goes out to Galliano




•
 
'nuff people lose they money at the poker table.




















Nuffield, 1st Viscount

 
/ˈnəfˌēld/






(1877–1963), British automobile manufacturer and philanthropist; born 
William Richard Morris

 . He opened the first Morris automobile factory in Oxford in 1912.









nugacity

 
/n(y)o͞oˈɡasədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 triviality; frivolity.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a trivial or frivolous thing or idea.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
nugacitas

 , from Latin 
nugax

 , 
nugac-

 ‘trifling, frivolous.’





nugatory

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oɡəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of no value or importance




•
 
a nugatory and pointless observation.










2.
 
useless; futile




•
 
the teacher shortages will render nugatory the hopes of implementing the new curriculum.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
nugatorius

 , from 
nugari

 ‘to trifle,’ from 
nugae

 ‘jests.’





nugget

 
/ˈnəɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small lump of gold or other precious metal found ready-formed in the earth.




2.
 
a small chunk or lump of another substance




•
 
tiny nuggets of chicken and shrimp.










3.
 
a valuable idea or fact




•
 
nuggets of information.














II.
 
derivatives





nuggety






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from dialect 
nug

 ‘lump,’ of unknown origin.





nuisance

 
/ˈn(y)o͞osəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, thing, or circumstance causing inconvenience or annoyance




•
 
an unreasonable landlord could become a nuisance




•
 
I hope you're not going to make a nuisance of yourself.










2.
 
(also 
private nuisance

 )
 — 

[Law]

 an unlawful interference with the use and enjoyment of a person's land.




3.
 


[Law]

 see public nuisance
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘injury, hurt’): from Old French, ‘hurt,’ from the verb 
nuire

 , from Latin 
nocere

 ‘to harm.’





nuisance value






noun




the significance of a person or thing arising from their capacity to cause inconvenience or annoyance.













nuit blanche

 
/ˌnwē ˈbläNSH ˌnwē ˈblän(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a sleepless night.











– origin

 French, literally ‘white night.’





nujol

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oˌjôl, -ˌjäl/





I.
 
noun




a paraffin oil used as an emulsifying agent in pharmacy and for making mulls in infrared spectroscopy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from 
New J(ersey)

 , site of the original manufacturing company, + Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





nuke

 
/n(y)o͞ok /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a nuclear weapon.




2.
 
a nuclear power station.




3.
 
a nuclear-powered vessel.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or destroy with nuclear weapons.




2.
 
destroy; get rid of




•
 
I fertilized the lawn and nuked the weeds.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cook or heat up (food) in a microwave oven




•
 
I nuked a quick burger.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of nuclear
 .





Nuku'alofa

 
/ˌno͞oko͞oəˈlōfə/






the capital of Tonga, situated on the island of Tongatapu; pop. 25,000 (est. 2007).









null

 
/nəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — having no legal or binding force; invalid




•
 
the establishment of a new interim government was declared 
null and void

 .










2.
 
having or associated with the value zero.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a set or matrix) having no elements, or only zeros as elements.




4.
 
lacking distinctive qualities; having no positive substance or content




•
 
his curiously null life.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a zero.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a dummy letter in a cipher.




3.
 


‹literary›

 
[Electronics]

 a condition of no signal.




4.
 


‹literary›

 a direction in which no electromagnetic radiation is detected or emitted.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Electronics]

 combine (a signal) with another in order to create a null; cancel out.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
nul

 , 
nulle

 , from Latin 
nullus

 ‘none,’ from 
ne

 ‘not’ + 
ullus

 ‘any.’





nullah

 
/ˈnələ/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a dry riverbed or ravine.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
nālā

 .





null character






noun






[Computing]

 a character denoting nothing, usually represented by a binary zero.













null hypothesis

 
/nəl hīˈpäTHəsəs/






noun




(in a statistical test) the hypothesis that there is no significant difference between specified populations, any observed difference being due to sampling or experimental error.













nullifidian

 
/ˌnələˈfidēən /

 

‹rare›






I.
 
noun




a person having no faith or religious belief.








II.
 
adjective




having no faith or religious belief.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
nullifidius

 (from 
nullus

 ‘no, none’ + 
fides

 ‘faith’) + -an
 .





nullify

 
/ˈnələˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make legally null and void; invalidate




•
 
judges were unwilling to nullify government decisions.










2.
 
make of no use or value; cancel out




•
 
insulin can block the release of the hormone and thereby nullify the effects of training.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nullification

 
/ˌnələfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
nullifier






noun





















nullipara

 
/ˌnəˈlipərə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 a woman or female animal that has never given birth.

Compare with primipara
 .








II.
 
derivatives





nulliparous

 
/nəˈlip(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
nullus

 ‘none’ + 
-para

 (feminine of 
-parus

 ), from 
parere

 ‘bear children.’





nullity

 
/ˈnələdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 an act or thing that is legally void.




2.
 
the state of being legally void; invalidity, especially of a marriage.




3.
 
a thing of no importance or worth.




4.
 
nothingness.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
nullité

 , from medieval Latin 
nullitas

 , from Latin 
nullus

 ‘none.’





null link






noun






[Computing]

 a reference incorporated into the last item in a list to indicate that there are no further items in the list.













Num.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Numbers.













Numa Pompilius

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omə pämˈpilēəs/






the legendary second king of Rome, successor to Romulus, revered by the ancient Romans as the founder of nearly all their religious institutions.









numb

 
/nəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deprived of the power of sensation




•
 
my feet were numb with cold.










2.
 
unable to think, feel, or respond normally




•
 
the tragic events left us shocked and numb.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of feeling or responsiveness




•
 
the cold had numbed her senses.










2.
 
cause (a sensation) to be felt less intensely; deaden




•
 
vodka might numb the pain in my hand.














III.
 
derivatives





numbly

 
/ˈnəmlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English 
nome(n)

 , past participle of obsolete 
nim

 ‘take.’





numbat

 
/ˈnəmbat/





I.
 
noun




a small termite-eating Australian marsupial with a black and white striped back and a bushy tail.

[
Myrmecobius fasciatus

 , family 
Myrmecobiidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Nyungar.






number

 
/ˈnəmbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arithmetical value, expressed by a word, symbol, or figure, representing a particular quantity and used in counting and making calculations and for showing order in a series or for identification




•
 
she dialed the number carefully




•
 
an even number.










2.
 
(
numbers

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 arithmetic




•
 
the boy was adept at numbers.










3.
 
a quantity or amount




•
 
the company is seeking to increase the number of women on its staff




•
 
the exhibition attracted vast numbers of visitors.










4.
 
(
a number of

 )
 — several




•
 
we have discussed the matter on a number of occasions.










5.
 
a group or company of people




•
 
there were some distinguished names 
among our number

 .










6.
 
(
numbers

 )
 — a large quantity or amount, often in contrast to a smaller one; numerical preponderance




•
 
the 
weight of numbers

 turned the battle against them.










7.
 
a single issue of a magazine




•
 
the October number of “Travel.”










8.
 
a song, dance, piece of music, etc., especially one of several in a performance




•
 
they go from one melodious number to another.










9.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a thing, typically an item of clothing, of a particular type, regarded with approval or admiration




•
 
Yvonne was wearing a little black number.










10.
 


[Grammar]

 a distinction of word form denoting reference to one person or thing or to more than one.

See also singular
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective), plural
 , count noun
 , and mass noun
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
amount to (a specified figure or quantity); comprise




•
 
the demonstrators numbered more than 5,000.










2.
 
include or classify as a member of a group




•
 
the orchestra 
numbers

 Brahms 
among

 its past conductors.










3.
 
mark with a number or assign a number to, typically to indicate position in a series




•
 
each document was numbered consecutively.










4.
 
count




•
 
strategies like ours can be numbered on the fingers of one hand.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
any number of





a.
 
any particular whole quantity of




•
 
the game can involve any number of players.










b.
 
a large and unlimited quantity or amount of




•
 
the results can be read any number of ways.















2.
 
by numbers






following simple instructions identified or as if identified by numbers




•
 
painting by numbers.















3.
 
by the numbers





a.
 
following standard operating procedure.




b.
 
all together with a shouted-out count.









4.
 
someone's/something's days are numbered






someone or something will not survive or remain in a position of power or advantage for much longer




•
 
my days as director were numbered.















5.
 
do a number on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 treat someone badly, typically by deceiving, humiliating, or criticizing them in a calculated and thorough way.









6.
 
have someone's number








‹informal›

 understand a person's real motives or character and thereby gain some advantage.









7.
 
have someone's number on it








‹informal›

 (of a bomb, bullet, or other missile) destined to find a specified person as its target.









8.
 
someone's number is up








‹informal›

 the time has come when someone is doomed to die or suffer some other disaster or setback.

[with reference to a lottery number or a number by which one may be identified.]









9.
 
without number






too many to count




•
 
they forgot the message times without number.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
nombre

 (noun), 
nombrer

 (verb), from Latin 
numerus

 . / 
usage:

 The construction 
the number of

 + plural noun is used with a singular verb (as in 
the number of people

 affected 
remains

 small). Thus it is the noun 
number

 rather than the noun 
people

 that is taken to agree with the verb (and is therefore functioning as the 
head noun

 ). By contrast, the apparently similar construction 
a number of

 + plural noun is used with a plural verb (as in 
a number of people remain

 to be contacted). In this case, it is the noun 
people

 that acts as the head noun and with which the verb agrees. In the latter case, 
a number of

 works as if it were a single word, such as 
some

 or 
several

 . See also usage at collective noun
 and lot
 .






number cruncher

 
/ˈnəmbər ˈkrənCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a computer or software capable of performing rapid calculations with large amounts of data.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a statistician, accountant, or other person whose job involves dealing with large amounts of numerical data.








II.
 
derivatives





number crunching






noun





















numbered account






noun




a bank account, especially in a Swiss bank, identified only by a number and not bearing the owner's name.













numberless

 
/ˈnəmbərləs/






adjective




too many to be counted; innumerable.













number line






noun






[Mathematics]

 a line on which numbers are marked at intervals, used to illustrate simple numerical operations.













number one

 
/ˈˌnəmbər ˈwən /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
oneself




•
 
you must look after number one.










2.
 
a person or thing that is the best or the most important in an activity or area




•
 
businesses that were number one in their markets.










3.
 
a best-selling record or book




•
 
an album featuring seventeen top movie themes and six number ones.










4.
 
used euphemistically to refer to urine, especially in reference to children.




5.
 
a lieutenant junior grade in the navy or the coast guard.




6.
 
(or 
number two, etc.

 )
 — the shortest (or next shortest, etc.) men's haircut produced with electric hair clippers.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
most important or prevalent




•
 
a number-one priority.










2.
 
best-selling




•
 
a number-one album.



















number opera






noun




an opera in which arias and other sections are clearly separable.













number plate

 
/ˈnəmbər plāt/






noun




British term for license plate
 .













Numbers

 
/ˈnəmbərz/





I.
 
the fourth book of the Bible, relating the experiences of the Israelites in the wilderness after Moses led them out of Egypt.







– origin

 named in English from the book's accounts of a census; the title in Hebrew means ‘in the wilderness.’





numbers game






noun



1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 the use or manipulation of statistics or figures, especially in support of an argument




•
 
legislators were today playing the numbers game as the vote drew closer.










2.
 
(also 
the numbers

 or 
numbers racket

 )
 — 

‹often derogatory›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an illegal lottery based on the occurrence of unpredictable numbers in the results of races, etc.













number sign






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the sign #, used to introduce a number (as in 
question #2

 ).













number theory






noun




the branch of mathematics that deals with the properties and relationships of numbers, especially the positive integers.













number two

 
/ˈˌnəmbər ˈto͞o/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a second in command




•
 
my conscientious number two in the task force.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing ranked second in ability or size.




3.
 


‹informal›

 used euphemistically to refer to feces, especially in reference to children.













numbfish

 
/ˈnəmfiSH/






noun




an electric ray, especially a heavy-bodied Australian ray that lies partly buried on sand flats and estuaries and can give a severe electric shock.

[Family 
Torpedinidae

 : many species, in particular 
Hypnos monopterygium

 .]













numbing

 
/ˈnəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective




depriving one of feeling or responsiveness




•
 
the numbing effect of alcohol




•
 
a numbing defeat.














II.
 
derivatives





numbingly

 
/ˈnəmiNGlē /






adverb





















numbles

 
/ˈnəmbəlz /

 
umbles





I.
 
plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 the entrails of an animal, especially a deer, used for food.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the back and loins of a deer): from Old French, from Latin 
lumbulus

 , diminutive of 
lumbus

 ‘loin.’





numbness

 
/ˈnəmnəs/






noun




the state of being numb




•
 
tingling and numbness in the left arm.




















numbskull

 
/ˈnəmˌskəl /

 
numskull






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid or foolish person.













numdah

 
/ˈnəmdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in South Asia and the Middle East) an embroidered rug or carpet made of felt or coarse woolen cloth.




2.
 
felt or coarse woolen cloth of the type used to make numdahs.











– origin

 from Urdu 
namdā

 , from Persian 
namad

 ‘carpet.’






numen

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omən/





I.
 
noun




the spirit or divine power presiding over a thing or place.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin.






numerable

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be counted.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
numerabilis

 , from 
numerare

 ‘to number.’





numeracy

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəsē/






noun




the ability to understand and work with numbers.













numeraire

 
/ˈnyo͞oməˌrer/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 an item or commodity acting as a measure of value or as a standard for currency exchange.











– origin

 1960s: from French 
numéraire

 , from late Latin 
numerarius

 , from Latin 
numerus

 ‘a number.’





numeral

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figure, symbol, or group of these denoting a number.




2.
 
a word expressing a number.








II.
 
adjective




of or denoting a number.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from late Latin 
numeralis

 , adjective from Latin 
numerus

 ‘a number’ (see number
 ).





numerate

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective




having a good basic knowledge of arithmetic; able to understand and work with numbers.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
numerus

 ‘a number,’ on the pattern of 
literate

 .





numeration

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of calculating or assigning a number to something.




2.
 
a method or process of numbering, counting, or computing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
numeratio(n-)

 ‘payment’ (in late Latin ‘numbering’), from the verb 
numerare

 ‘to number.’





numerator

 
/ˈn(y)o͞oməˌrādər/






noun




the number above the line in a common fraction showing how many of the parts indicated by the denominator are taken, for example, 2 in ⅔.













numeric

 
/no͞oˈmerik/






adjective




relating to or expressed as a number or numbers




•
 
a three-digit numeric code




•
 
use the numeric keypad on the right side of your keyboard.




















numerical

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmerək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or expressed as a number or numbers




•
 
the lists are in numerical order.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
numericus

 (from Latin 
numerus

 ‘a number’) + -al
 .





numerical analysis






noun




the branch of mathematics that deals with the development and use of numerical methods for solving problems.













numerical control

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmerəkəl kənˈtrōl/






noun






[Engineering]

 computer control of machine tools, where operations are directed by numerical data.













numerically

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmerək(ə)lē/






adverb




by means of or with respect to numbers




•
 
volumes were calculated numerically




•
 
numerically superior troops made large territorial gains.



















numerology

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of knowledge that deals with the occult significance of numbers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
numerological

 
/ˌn(y)o͞om(ə)rəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
numerologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
numerus

 ‘a number’ + -logy
 .





numero uno

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omərō ˈo͞onō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the best or most important person or thing.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘number one.’





numerous

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
great in number; many




•
 
he has attended numerous meetings and social events.










2.
 
consisting of many members




•
 
the orchestra and chorus were numerous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
numerously

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
numerousness

 
/ˈn(y)o͞om(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
numerosus

 , from 
numerus

 ‘a number.’





numerus clausus

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omərəs ˈklousəs/





I.
 
noun




a fixed maximum number of entrants admissible to an academic institution.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘closed number.’





Numidia

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmidēə/





I.
 
an ancient kingdom, later a Roman province, which was located in North Africa, north of the Sahara, corresponding roughly to present-day Algeria.




II.
 
derivatives





Numidian






adjective, noun





















numina

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omənə/






plural form of numen
 .









numinous

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective




having a strong religious or spiritual quality; indicating or suggesting the presence of a divinity




•
 
the strange, numinous beauty of this ancient landmark.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
numen

 , 
numin-

 ‘divine power’ + -ous
 .





numis.






abbreviation




numismatic; numismatics.














numismatic

 
/ˌnyo͞oməzˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or consisting of coins, paper currency, and medals.








II.
 
derivatives





numismatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
numismatique

 , via Latin from Greek 
nomisma

 , 
nomismat-

 ‘current coin,’ from 
nomizein

 ‘use currently.’





numismatics

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməzˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study or collection of coins, paper currency, and medals.








II.
 
derivatives





numismatist

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmizmədəst n(y)o͞oˈmismədəst /






noun





















nummular

 
/ˈnəmyələr/





I.
 
adjective




resembling a coin or coins.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
nummulus

 (diminutive of 
nummus

 ‘coin’) + -ar
 1
 .





nummulite

 
/ˈnəmyəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Paleontology]

 the flat disk-shaped calcareous shell of a foraminifer, found commonly as a fossil up to 8 cm across in marine Tertiary deposits.

[Family 
Nummulitidae

 , order 
Foraminiferida

 : several genera, including 
Nummulites

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
nummulus

 (diminutive of 
nummus

 ‘coin’) + -ite
 1
 .





nummy

 
/ˈnəmē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of food) delicious.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: variant of yummy
 .





numnah

 
/ˈnəmnə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a pad, typically made of sheepskin or foam, that is placed under a saddle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Urdu 
namdā

 .





numpty

 
/ˈnəm(p)tē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or ineffectual person.











– origin

 1980s: origin uncertain, perhaps an alteration of numbskull
 , the ending perhaps remodeled on the pattern of Humpty Dumpty
 .





nun

 
/nən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a religious community of women, especially a cloistered one, living under vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.




2.
 
any of a number of birds whose plumage resembles a nun's habit, especially an Asian mannikin.




3.
 
a pigeon of a breed with a crest on its neck.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nunlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
nunnish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
nonne

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
nonna

 , feminine of 
nonnus

 ‘monk,’ reinforced by Old French 
nonne

 .





nunatak

 
/ˈnənəˌtak/





I.
 
noun




an isolated peak of rock projecting above a surface of inland ice or snow.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Eskimo 
nunataq

 .





Nunavut

 
/no͞oˈnäˌvo͞ot, ˈno͞onə-, ˌvo͝ot/






a territory in northern Canada that includes the eastern part of the original Northwest Territories and most of the islands of the Arctic Archipelago; capital Iqaluit. It is the homeland of the Inuit people.









nun buoy

 
/ˈnən ˌbo͞oē boi/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a buoy that is circular in the middle and tapering to each end.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete 
nun

 ‘child's top’ and buoy
 .





Nunc Dimittis

 
/ˈnəNGk dəˈmitis, ˈno͝oNGk/





I.
 
noun




the Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29–32) used as a canticle in Christian liturgy, especially at compline and evensong.











– origin

 Latin, the opening words of the canticle, ‘(Lord) now you let (your servant) depart.’





nunchaku

 
/ˌnənˈCHäko͞o /

 
nunchuk





I.
 
noun




a Japanese martial arts weapon consisting of two hardwood sticks joined together by a chain, rope, or thong.











– origin

 Japanese, from Okinawa dialect.





nunciature

 
/ˈnənsēəˌCHər ˈnənsēəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun




the office or tenure of a nuncio in the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
nunziatura

 , from 
nunzio

 ‘message-bearer’ (see nuncio
 ).






nuncio

 
/ˈnənsēˌō/





I.
 
noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a papal ambassador to a foreign court or government.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
nuntius

 ‘messenger.’





nuncle

 
/ˈnəNGkəl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a person's uncle.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: by misdivision of 
mine uncle

 .





nuncupative

 
/ˈnəNGkyəˌpādiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 (of a will or testament) declared orally as opposed to in writing, especially by a mortally wounded soldier or sailor.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
nuncupativus

 , from Latin 
nuncupat-

 ‘named, declared,’ from the verb 
nuncupare

 .





nunnery

 
/ˈnənərē/






noun




a building or group of buildings in which nuns live as a religious community; a convent.













nuoc cham

 
/nəˈwäk ˈCHäm/





I.
 
noun




a dipping sauce made from nuoc mam, chilies, garlic, sugar, lime juice, and rice vinegar.











– origin

 Vietnamese.





nuoc mam

 
/nəˌwäk ˈmäm/





I.
 
noun




a spicy Vietnamese fish sauce.











– origin

 Vietnamese.





nuptial

 
/ˈnəp(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to marriage or weddings




•
 
moments of nuptial bliss.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 denoting the characteristic breeding behavior, coloration, or structures of some animals




•
 
nuptial plumage.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
nuptials

 )


1.
 
a wedding




•
 
the forthcoming nuptials between Richard and Jocelyn.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, or from Latin 
nuptialis

 , from 
nuptiae

 ‘wedding,’ from 
nubere

 ‘to wed’; related to nubile
 .





nuptial mass






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a mass celebrated as part of a wedding ceremony.













nuptial pad






noun






[Zoology]

 a pigmented swelling on the inner side of the hand in some male frogs and toads, assisting grip during copulation.













nurdle

 
/ˈnərdl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
nurdles

 )


1.
 
a very small pellet of plastic that serves as raw material in the manufacture of plastic products.











– origin

 1990s: origin unknown.






Nuremberg

 
/ˈn(y)o͝orəmˌbərɡ/






a city in southern Germany, in Bavaria; pop. 500,900 (est. 2006). During the 1930s, Nazi Party congresses and annual rallies were held here, and in 1945–46 it was the site of the Nuremberg war trials, in which Nazi war criminals were tried by an international military tribunal.

German name Nürnberg
 .









Nureyev, Rudolf

 
/ˈno͝orəˌyef, -ˌyev, no͝oˈrāəf/






(1939–93), Austrian ballet dancer and choreographer, born in Russia. He defected to the West in 1961 and joined the Royal Ballet in London, where he began his noted partnership with Margot Fonteyn.










Nürnberg

 
/ˈno͝ornˌberk, ˈnYrn-/






German name for Nuremberg
 .










nurse

 
/nərs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person trained to care for the sick or infirm, especially in a hospital.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a person employed or trained to take charge of young children




•
 
her mother's old nurse.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a wet nurse.




4.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Forestry]

 a tree or crop planted as a shelter to others.




5.
 


[Entomology]

 a worker bee, ant, or other social insect, caring for a young brood.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give medical and other attention to (a sick person)




•
 
she nursed the girl through a dangerous illness.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — care for the sick and infirm, especially as a profession




•
 
she nursed at the hospital for thirty years.










3.
 
try to cure or alleviate (an injury, injured part, or illness) by treating it carefully and protectively




•
 
he has been nursing a cold




•
 


‹figurative›

 he nursed his hurt pride.










4.
 
hold closely and carefully or caressingly




•
 
he nursed his small case on his lap.










5.
 
hold (a cup or glass) in one's hands, drinking from it occasionally




•
 
I nursed a double brandy.










6.
 
harbor (a belief or feeling), especially for a long time




•
 
I still nurse anger and resentment.










7.
 
take special care of, especially to promote development or well-being




•
 
our political unity needs to be protected and nursed.










8.
 


[Billiards]

 try to play strokes that keep (the balls) close together.




9.
 
feed (a baby) at the breast




•
 
lionesses who were nursing their own cubs




•
 (as 
adj.

 
nursing

 )
 
nursing mothers.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be fed at the breast




•
 
the baby snuffled as he nursed.










11.
 
(
be nursed in

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 be brought up in (a specified condition)




•
 
he was nursed in the lap of plenty.

















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of earlier 
nourice

 , from Old French, from late Latin 
nutricia

 , feminine of Latin 
nutricius

 ‘(person) that nourishes,’ from 
nutrix

 , 
nutric-

 ‘nurse,’ from 
nutrire

 ‘nourish.’ The verb was originally a contraction of nourish
 , altered under the influence of the noun.





nurseling

 
/ˈnərsliNG/






noun




archaic spelling of nursling
 .













nursemaid

 
/ˈnərsˌmād/





I.
 
noun




a woman or girl employed to look after a young child or children.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look after or be overprotective toward




•
 
I haven't got time to nursemaid you through these blips.



















nurse practitioner

 
//






noun




a nurse who is qualified to treat certain medical conditions without the direct supervision of a doctor.













nursery

 
/ˈnərs(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room in a house for the special use of young children.




2.
 
(also 
day nursery

 )
 — a place where young children are cared for during the working day; a nursery school.




3.
 
a place where young plants and trees are grown for sale or for planting elsewhere.




4.
 
a place or natural habitat that breeds or supports animals




•
 
this estuary provides a vast nursery for fish.










5.
 
an institution or environment in which certain types of people or qualities are fostered or bred




•
 
that nursery of traitors.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nourice

 ‘nurse’ (see nurse
 ) + -ery
 .





nurseryman

 
/ˈnərs(ə)rēmən ˈnərs(ə)rēman/






noun




a worker in or owner of a plant or tree nursery.













nursery rhyme

 
/ˈnərs(ə)rē ˌrīm/






noun




a simple traditional song or poem for children.













nursery school

 
/ˈnərs(ə)rē ˌsko͞ol/






noun




a school for young children, mainly between the ages of three and five.













nurse's aide






noun




a person who assists professional nurses in a hospital or other medical facility by performing routine tasks, such a making beds and serving meals, that require little or no formal training.













nurse shark

 
/ˈnərs ˌSHärk/





I.
 
noun




a shark with barbels on the snout.

[Three species in the family 
Orectolobidae

 (or 
Ginglymostomatidae

 ), in particular 
Ginglymostoma cirratum

 , a slow-swimming brownish shark of warm Atlantic waters.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
nurse

 ‘dogfish shark,’ alteration of Middle English 
nusse

 , perhaps derived (by wrong division) from 
an huss

 (see Huss, John
 ).





nursing

 
/ˈnərsiNG/






noun




the profession or practice of providing care for the sick and infirm.













nursing home

 
/ˈnərsiNG ˌhōm/






noun




a private institution providing residential accommodations with health care, especially for elderly people.














nursling

 
/ˈnərsliNG/






noun




a baby that is being breastfed.













nurturance

 
/ˈnərCHərəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
emotional and physical nourishment and care given to someone.




2.
 
the ability to provide emotional and physical care.








II.
 
derivatives





nurturant

 
/-rənt /






adjective






















nurture

 
/ˈnərCHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
care for and encourage the growth or development of




•
 
Jarrett was nurtured by his parents in a close-knit family.










2.
 
help or encourage the development of




•
 
my father nurtured my love of art.










3.
 
cherish (a hope, belief, or ambition)




•
 
for a long time she had nurtured the dream of buying a shop.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of caring for and encouraging the growth or development of someone or something




•
 
the nurture of ethics and integrity.










2.
 
upbringing, education, and environment, contrasted with inborn characteristics as an influence on or determinant of personality.

Often contrasted with nature
 .








III.
 
derivatives





nurturer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
noureture

 ‘nourishment,’ based on Latin 
nutrire

 ‘feed, cherish.’





Nusselt number

 
/ˈno͝osəlt ˌnəmbər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a dimensionless parameter used in calculations of heat transfer between a moving fluid and a solid body.

[It is equal to 
hD/k

 , where 
h

 is the rate of heat loss per unit area per degree difference in temperature between the body and its surroundings, 
D

 is a characteristic length of the body, and 
k

 is the thermal conductivity of the fluid.]











– origin

 1930s: named after Ernst K. W. 
Nusselt

 (1882–1957), German engineer.






nut

 
/nət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fruit consisting of a hard or tough shell around an edible kernel.




2.
 
the hard kernel of a nut.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's head.




4.
 
(usu. 
nuts

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 testicles.




5.
 
a small flat piece of metal or other material, typically square or hexagonal, with a threaded hole through it for screwing onto a bolt as a fastener.




6.
 


[Music]

 the part at the lower end of the bow of a violin or similar instrument, with a screw for adjusting the tension of the hair.




7.
 


‹informal›

 a crazy or eccentric person.




8.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who is excessively interested in or enthusiastic about a specified thing




•
 
a football nut.










9.
 
the fixed ridge on the neck of a stringed instrument over which the strings pass.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
nutting

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 gather nuts.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 butt (someone) with one's head.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do one's nut








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be extremely angry or agitated.









2.
 
nuts and bolts








‹informal›

 the basic practical details




•
 
the nuts and bolts of public policy.















3.
 
off one's nut








‹informal›

 out of one's mind; crazy.









4.
 
a tough (or hard) nut








‹informal›

 someone who is difficult to deal with; a formidable person.









5.
 
a tough (or hard) nut to crack








‹informal›

 a difficult problem or an opponent hard to beat.












IV.
 
derivatives





nutlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hnutu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
noot

 and German 
Nuss

 .





Nut

 
/no͞ot /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







the sky goddess, thought to swallow the sun at night and give birth to it in the morning.









nutation

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a periodic variation in the inclination of the axis of a rotating object.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a periodic oscillation of the earth's axis that causes the precession of the poles to follow a wavy rather than a circular path.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the circular swaying movement of the tip of a growing shoot.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting nodding of the head): from Latin 
nutatio(n-)

 , from 
nutare

 ‘to nod.’





nut-brown

 
/ˈnət ˌbroun/






adjective




of a rich dark brown color




•
 
a nut-brown face.



















nutcase

 
/ˈnətkās /

 
nut case






noun






‹informal›

 a crazy or foolish person.













nutcracker

 
/ˈnətˌkrakər/






noun



1.
 
a device for cracking nuts.




2.
 
a crow that feeds on the seeds of conifers, found widely in Eurasia and in western North America.

[Genus 
Nucifraga

 , family 
Corvidae

 : the Eurasian 
spotted nutcracker

 (
N. caryocatactes

 ), with white-spotted brown plumage, and the North American 
Clark's nutcracker

 (
N. columbiana

 ), with pale gray and black plumage.]













Nutcracker Man

 
/ˈnətˌkrakər ˌman/






noun




the nickname of a fossil hominid with massive jaws and molar teeth, especially the original specimen found near Olduvai Gorge in 1959.

[
Australopithecus boisei

 , family 
Hominidae

 . See Australopithecus
 , Paranthropus
 .]













nutgall

 
/ˈnətɡôl/






noun



1.
 
another term for Aleppo gall
 .




2.
 
a gall that forms in response to the presence of mites, especially one that forms inside the buds of hazel bushes, causing the buds to enlarge greatly.

[The mite is 
Phytoptus avellanae

 , family 
Eriophyidae

 .]














nutgrass

 
/ˈnətɡras/






noun




another term for nutsedge
 .













nuthatch

 
/ˈnətˌhaCH/





I.
 
noun




a small songbird with a long strong bill, a stiffened square-cut tail, and the habit of climbing down tree trunks head first.

[Family 
Sittidae

 and genus 
Sitta

 : numerous species, including the North American 
white-breasted nuthatch

 (
S. carolinensis

 ), with a gray back, black cap (male), black eyes, and white face and underparts.]











– origin

 Middle English: from nut
 + obsolete 
hatch

 (related to hack
 1
 ), from the bird's habit of hacking with the beak at nuts wedged in a crevice.





nuthin

 
/ˈnəT͟Hin /

 
nuthin'






pronoun, adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 nonstandard spelling of nothing
 , used to represent informal speech.













nuthouse

 
/ˈnətˌhous/






noun






‹informal›

 a home or hospital for people with mental illnesses.













nutjob

 
/ˈnətjäb /

 
nut job






noun






‹informal›

 a crazy or foolish person.













nutlet

 
/ˈnətlət/






noun






[Botany]

 a small nut, especially an achene.













nut loaf






noun




a baked vegetarian dish made from ground or chopped nuts, vegetables, and herbs.













nut meat

 
nutmeat






noun




the kernel of a nut, typically edible.













nutmeg

 
/ˈnətˌmeɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hard, aromatic, almost spherical seed of a tropical tree.




2.
 
nutmeg grated and used as a spice.




3.
 
the evergreen tree that bears nutmeg seeds, native to the Moluccas.

[
Myristica fragrans

 , family 
Myristicaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English 
notemuge

 , partial translation of Old French 
nois muguede

 , based on Latin 
nux

 ‘nut’ + late Latin 
muscus

 ‘musk.’





Nutmeg State






a nickname for the state of Connecticut
 .









nutpick

 
/ˈnətpik /

 
nut pick






noun




a thin, sharp-pointed table implement used to dig out the edible meat from nuts.














nutraceutical

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrəˈso͞odik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a food containing health-giving additives and having medicinal benefit.











– origin

 1990s: from Latin 
nutrire

 ‘nourish’ + pharmaceutical
 .






nutria

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large semiaquatic beaverlike rodent, native to South America. It is kept in captivity for its fur and has become naturalized in many other areas.

[
Myocastor coypus

 , the only member of the family 
Myocastoridae

 .]




2.
 
the pelt of the nutria.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘otter.’





nutrient

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrēənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that provides nourishment essential for growth and the maintenance of life




•
 
fish is a source of many important nutrients, including protein, vitamins, and minerals.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nutrient-

 ‘nourishing,’ from the verb 
nutrire

 .





nutrigenomics

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrijēˈnōmiks, -ˈnäm-/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
singular

 ]


1.
 
the scientific study of the interaction of nutrition and genes, especially with regard to the prevention or treatment of disease




•
 
nutrigenomics holds great promise in fighting obesity and cancer.

















– origin

 blend of nutrition
 and genomics
 .





nutriment

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrəmənt/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 nourishment; sustenance.








II.
 
derivatives





nutrimental

 
/ˌn(y)o͞otrəˈmentl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
nutrimentum

 , from 
nutrire

 ‘feed, nourish.’






nutrition

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of providing or obtaining the food necessary for health and growth




•
 
a guide to good nutrition.










2.
 
food; nourishment




•
 
a feeding tube gives her nutrition and water.










3.
 
the branch of science that deals with nutrients and nutrition, particularly in humans




•
 
she took a short course in nutrition




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
nutrition experts.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
nutritio(n-)

 , from 
nutrire

 ‘feed, nourish.’





nutritional

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtriSHənl n(y)o͞oˈtriSHnəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the process of providing or obtaining the food necessary for health and growth




•
 
genetic engineering can alter the nutritional value of food




•
 
nutritional deficiencies in the diet.














II.
 
derivatives





nutritionally






adverb





















nutritionist

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtriSH(ə)nəst/






noun




a person who studies or is an expert in nutrition.













nutritious

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtriSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




nourishing; efficient as food




•
 
like all spinach, it is very nutritious and best when young.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nutritiously






adverb













2.
 
nutritiousness

 
/n(y)o͞oˈtriSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
nutritius

 ‘that nourishes’ (from 
nutrex

 ‘a nurse’) + -ous
 .





nutritive

 
/ˈn(y)o͞otrədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to nutrition




•
 
the food was low in nutritive value.










2.
 
providing nourishment; nutritious




•
 
nutritive food.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
nutritivus

 , from 
nutrire

 ‘feed, nourish.’





nuts

 
/nəts/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 insane




•
 
the way he turns on the television as soon as he walks in drives me nuts.














II.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 an expression of contempt or derision




•
 
keep up the good work, and 
nuts to

 everyone who doesn't like it.














III.
 
phrases



on) ">
be nuts about ( on)








‹informal›

 like very much




•
 
I was nuts about him.
























nutsedge

 
/ˈnətsej/






noun




an invasive sedge with small edible nutlike tubers.

Also called nutgrass
 . [Genus 
Cyperus

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 : two species, 
purple nutsedge

 (
C. rotundus

 ) and 
yellow nutsedge

 (
C. esculentus

 ). See also chufa
 .]













nutshell

 
/ˈnətˌSHel/





I.
 
noun




the hard woody covering around the kernel of a nut.








II.
 
phrases





in a nutshell






in the fewest possible words




•
 
she put the matter in a nutshell.







[originally with allusion to a copy of Homer's 
Iliad

 which, as reported by Pliny the Elder, was supposedly small enough to be enclosed in the shell of a nut.]

















nutso

 
/ˈnətsō /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




insane




•
 
his nutso neighbors.














II.
 
noun




an insane or eccentric person.













nutsy

 
/ˈnətsē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 insane.













nutter

 
/ˈnədər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a crazy or eccentric person.













nut tree

 
/ˈnət ˌtrē/






noun




a tree that bears nuts, especially the hazel.














nutty

 
/ˈnədē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tasting like nuts




•
 
wild rice has a very nutty flavor.










2.
 
containing a lot of nuts




•
 
a nutty vegetable bake.










3.
 


‹informal›

 peculiar; insane




•
 
he came up with a few nutty proposals.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be nutty about








‹informal›

 like very much




•
 
he is nutty about boats.















2.
 
(as) nutty as a fruitcake








‹informal›

 completely insane.












III.
 
derivatives





nuttiness






noun






















Nuuk

 
/no͞ok/






the capital of Greenland, a port on the Davis Strait; pop. 15,000 (est. 2007). It was known by the Danish name Godthåb until 1979.









nux vomica

 
/ˌno͝oks ˈväməkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiny southern Asian tree with berrylike fruit and toxic seeds that are a commercial source of strychnine.

[
Strychnos nux-vomica

 , family 
Loganiaceae

 .]




2.
 
a homeopathic preparation of the nux vomica plant used especially for the treatment of symptoms of overeating and overdrinking.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
nux

 ‘nut’ + 
vomica

 ‘causing vomiting’ (from 
vomere

 ‘to vomit’).






Nuyorican

 
/n(y)o͞oˈyôrēkən /

 
Newyorican






noun




a Puerto Rican living in the US, especially in New York City.













nuzzle

 
/ˈnəzəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub or push against gently with the nose and mouth




•
 
he nuzzled her hair




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the foal nuzzled at its mother.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
nuzzle up to/against

 )
 — lean or snuggle against




•
 
the dog nuzzled up against me.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘grovel’): frequentative from nose
 , reinforced by Dutch 
neuzelen

 ‘poke with the nose.’





NV






abbreviation




Nevada (in official postal use).













nvCJD






abbreviation




new variant Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease.













NVI






abbreviation




no value indicated, a postage stamp that does not bear a monetary value on it but instead shows which postal service it is valid for.













NVM






abbreviation






‹informal›

 short for never mind
 :




•
 
NVM, I'll continue blogging anyway




•
 
oh well, NVM.



















NW

 
/ˈˌen ˈˌdəbəlˌyo͞o/






abbreviation



1.
 
northwest.




2.
 
northwestern.













NWbN






abbreviation




northwest by north.













NWbW






abbreviation




northwest by west.













N-word






noun






‹informal›

 used instead of or in reference to the word “nigger” because of its taboo nature




•
 
I can't believe he used the N-word in front of her.



















NWT






abbreviation




Northwest Territories (in Canada).













n.wt.






abbreviation




net weight.













NY

 
/ˈˌen ˈwī/






abbreviation




New York (the state) (in official postal use).













nyah

 
/nya, nyä/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express the speaker's feeling of superiority or contempt for another




•
 
I won the gold and she didn't. Nyah, nyah, nyah.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative of a child's reduplicated phrase used in taunting.





nyala

 
/ˈnyälə/





I.
 
noun




a southern African antelope, with a conspicuous crest on the neck and back and lyre-shaped horns.

[
Tragelaphus angasi

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Zulu.






Nyanja

 
/ˈnyänjə, ˈnyan-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of Malawi and eastern and central Zambia.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Nyanja.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Nyanja or their language.











– origin

 a local name, literally ‘lake.’






Nyasa, Lake

 
/ˈnyäsə, ˈnīasə/





I.
 
a lake in east central Africa, Africa's third largest. About 350 miles (580 km) long, it forms most of the eastern border of Malawi with Mozambique and Tanzania.

Also called Malawi, Lake
 .







– origin

 
Nyasa

 , literally ‘lake.’





Nyasaland

 
/ˈnyäsəˌland nīˈäsələnd/






former name (until 1966) for Malawi
 .









NYC






abbreviation




New York City.














nyctalopia

 
/ˌniktəˈlōpēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the inability to see in dim light or at night.

Also called night blindness
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
nuktalōps

 , from 
nux

 , 
nukt-

 ‘night’ + 
alaos

 ‘blind’ + 
ōps

 ‘eye.’





nyctinastic

 
/ˌniktəˈnastik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of the periodic movement of flowers or leaves) caused by nightly changes in light intensity or temperature.








II.
 
derivatives





nyctinasty

 
/ˈniktəˌnastē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
nux

 , 
nukt-

 ‘night’ + 
nastos

 ‘pressed’ + -ic
 .





nyctogenous

 
/nikˈtäjənəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of symptoms or behavior) occurring or demonstrated only in the night or in darkness




•
 
nyctogenous bouts of anxiety.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
nux

 , 
nukt-

 ‘night’ + -genous
 .





nyctophobia

 
/ˌniktəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme or irrational fear of the night or of darkness.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
nux

 , 
nukt-

 ‘night’ + phobia
 .





Nyerere, Julius

 
/nyəˈre(ə)rē, -ˈrerā/






(1922–99), Tanzanian statesman; full name 
Julius Kambarage Nyerere

 . He was president of Tanganyika 1962–64 and of Tanzania 1964–85.









nylon

 
/ˈnīˌlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tough, lightweight, elastic synthetic polymer with a proteinlike chemical structure, able to be produced as filaments, sheets, or molded objects.




2.
 
fabric or yarn made from nylon fibers.




3.
 
(
nylons

 )
 — stockings or hose made of nylon.











– origin

 1930s: an invented word, on the pattern of 
cotton

 and 
rayon

 .






nymph

 
/nimf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mythological spirit of nature imagined as a beautiful maiden inhabiting rivers, woods, or other locations.




2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a beautiful young woman.




3.
 
an immature form of an insect that does not change greatly as it grows, e.g., a dragonfly, mayfly, or locust.

Compare with larva
 .




4.
 
an artificial fly made to resemble the aquatic nymph of an insect, used in fishing.




5.
 
a mainly brown butterfly that frequents woods and forest glades.

[Several genera in the subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 . See also wood nymph
 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nymphal

 
/ˈnimf(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
nymphean

 
/ˈnimfēən /






adjective













3.
 
nymphlike

 
/-līk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
nimphe

 , from Latin 
nympha

 , from Greek 
numphē

 ‘nymph, bride’; related to Latin 
nubere

 ‘be the wife of.’





nymphaeum

 
/nimˈfēəm/





I.
 
noun




a grotto or shrine dedicated to a nymph or nymphs.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek.





nymphalid

 
/nimˈfaləd, ˈnimfəlid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 an insect of a large family of strikingly marked butterflies that have small forelegs not used for walking, including many familiar butterflies of temperate regions, such as the monarch and viceroy.

[Family 
Nymphalidae

 (sometimes restricted to those that are now usually placed in the subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Nymphalidae

 , from Latin 
nympha

 ‘nymph.’





nymphet

 
/nimˈfet/





I.
 
noun




an attractive and sexually mature young girl.











– origin

 1950s: from nymph
 + -et
 1
 .





nympho

 
/ˈnimˌfō/






noun






‹informal›

 a nymphomaniac.













nympholepsy

 
/ˈnimfəˌlepsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 passion aroused in men by beautiful young girls.




2.
 


‹literary›

 wild frenzy caused by desire for an unattainable ideal.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from nympholept
 , on the pattern of 
epilepsy

 .






nympholept

 
/ˈnimfəˌlept/





I.
 
noun




a person affected by nympholepsy.








II.
 
derivatives





nympholeptic

 
/ˌnimfəˈleptik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
numpholēptos

 ‘caught by nymphs,’ from 
numphē

 ‘nymph’ + 
lambanein

 ‘take.’






nymphomania

 
/ˌnimfəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




uncontrollable or excessive sexual desire in a woman.

Compare with satyriasis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
nymphomaniac

 
/nimfəˈmānēˌak /






noun, adjective













2.
 
nymphomaniacal

 
/-məˈnīəkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
nympha

 (see nymph
 ) + -mania
 .






Nynorsk

 
/ˈno͞oˌnôrsk, ˌno͞oˈnôrsk/





I.
 
noun




a literary form of Norwegian, based on country dialects and constructed in the 19th century to serve as a national language more clearly distinct from Danish than Bokmål.

See Norwegian
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 Norwegian, from 
ny

 ‘new’ + 
Norsk

 ‘Norwegian.’






Nyoman

 
/ˈnyōmän/






Belorussian name for Neman
 .









NYP






abbreviation




not yet published.














Nyquist criterion

 
/ˈnīkwist krīˌtirēən/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a criterion for determining the stability or instability of a feedback system.











– origin

 1930s: named after Harry 
Nyquist

 (1889–1976), Swedish-born American engineer.





Nyquist diagram

 
Nyquist plot





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a representation of the vector response of a feedback system (especially an amplifier) as a complex graphical plot showing the relationship between feedback and gain.











– origin

 1930s: see Nyquist criterion
 .





Nyquist frequency

 
Nyquist rate





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 the minimum rate at which a signal can be sampled without introducing errors, which is twice the highest frequency present in the signal.











– origin

 1930s: see Nyquist criterion
 .






Nysa

 
/ˈnisə/






Polish name for Neisse
 .









NYSE






abbreviation




New York Stock Exchange.













nystagmus

 
/nəˈstaɡməs/





I.
 
noun




rapid involuntary movements of the eyes.








II.
 
derivatives





nystagmic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
nustagmos

 ‘nodding, drowsiness,’ from 
nustazein

 ‘nod, be sleepy.’





nystatin

 
/ˈnīstədən/





I.
 
noun




an antibiotic used chiefly to treat fungal infections.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces noursei

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from 
N(ew) Y(ork) Stat(e)

 (where it was developed) + -in
 1
 .





Nyx

 
/niks /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the female personification of the night, daughter of Chaos.









NZ

 
//






abbreviation




New Zealand.













o






abbreviation



1.
 
pint.

[from Latin 
octarius

 .]




2.
 
octavo.




3.
 
off.




4.
 
old.




5.
 
only.




6.
 
order.




7.
 


[Baseball]

 out; outs.













O1


 
/ō /

 
o






noun



1.
 
the fifteenth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after N in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
a human blood type (in the ABO system) lacking both the A and B antigens. In blood transfusion, a person with blood of this group is a potential universal donor.




4.
 
(also 
oh

 )
 — zero (in a sequence of numerals, especially when spoken).




5.
 
a shape like that of a capital O; a circle.














O2


 
/ō/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Ocean.




2.
 
(in prescriptions) a pint.

[from Latin 
octarius

 .]




3.
 
octavo.




4.
 
October.




5.
 


(US)

 Ohio.




6.
 
old.




7.
 
Ontario.




8.
 
Oregon.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element oxygen.














O3


 
/ō/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
archaic spelling of oh
 1
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 used before a name in direct address, as in prayers and poetry




•
 
give peace in our time, O Lord.

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in Middle English.





o'

 
/ə/






preposition




short for of
 , used to represent an informal pronunciation:




•
 
a cup o' coffee.



















O'





I.
 
prefix




in Irish patronymic names such as 
O'Neill

 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Irish 
ó

 , 
ua

 ‘descendant.’





o-






abbreviation

 — [used in 
combination

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 ortho-




•
 


o

 -xylene.




















-o





I.
 
suffix




forming chiefly informal or slang variants or derivatives such as 
righto

 , 
wino

 .











– origin

 perhaps from oh
 1
 , reinforced by abbreviated forms such as 
hippo

 , 
photo

 .






-o-





I.
 
suffix




used as the terminal vowel of combining forms




•
 
chemico-




•
 
Gallo-.

















– origin

 from Greek. / 
usage:

 The combining-form suffix 
-o-

 is often elided (that is, omitted) before a vowel, as in 
neuralgia

 (formed from 
neuro-

 + 
-algia

 ).





o/a






abbreviation




on or about.













oaf

 
/ōf/





I.
 
noun




a stupid, uncultured, or clumsy person.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of obsolete 
auf

 , from Old Norse 
álfr

 ‘elf.’ The original meaning was ‘elf's child, changeling,’ later ‘idiot child’ and ‘halfwit,’ generalized in the current sense.





oafish

 
/ˈōfiSH/





I.
 
adjective




stupid, uncultured, or clumsy




•
 
oafish behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oafishly






adverb













2.
 
oafishness






noun





















Oahe, Lake

 
/ōˈähē/






a reservoir northwest of Pierre in South Dakota, in the Missouri River, created since 1963 by the huge Oahe Dam.









Oahu

 
/ōˈwäho͞o/






the third largest of the Hawaiian islands; pop. 905,000 (est. 2008). Its principal town, Honolulu, is the capital of Hawaii. It is the site of Pearl Harbor, a US naval base.










oak

 
/ōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree that bears acorns as fruit, and typically has lobed deciduous leaves. Oaks are common in many north temperate forests and are an important source of hard and durable wood used chiefly in construction, furniture, and (formerly) shipbuilding.

[Genus 
Quercus

 , family 
Fagaceae

 : many species, including the deciduous 
Eastern white oak

 (
Q. alba

 ) and 
Eastern black oak

 (
Q. velutina

 ) and the evergreen 
live oak

 (
Q. virginiana

 ).]




2.
 
a smoky flavor or aroma characteristic of wine aged in barrels made from this wood.








II.
 
phrases





mighty (or great) oaks from little acorns grow








‹proverb›

 something of small or modest dimensions may grow into something very large or impressive.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oaken

 
/ˈōk(ə)n /






adjective













2.
 
oaky






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
āc

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
eik

 and German 
Eiche

 .





oak apple

 
/ōk ˈapəl/






noun




a spongy spherical gall that forms on oak trees in response to the developing larvae of a gall wasp.

[The wasp is 
Biorhiza pallida

 (in Europe) or 
Amphibolips confluenta

 (in America), family 
Cynipidae

 .]













oak fern






noun




a delicate fern of woods and damp places in the uplands of northern Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Gymnocarpium

 (formerly 
Thelypteris

 ), family 
Woodsiaceae

 : two species, in particular 
G. dryopteris

 .]













Oakland

 
/ˈōklənd/






an industrial port in California, on the eastern side of San Francisco Bay; pop. 404,155 (est. 2008).









oak leaf cluster






noun




an attachment to a military decoration depicting a twig with oak leaves and acorns, indicating distinguished action or a subsequent award of the same decoration.













oakleaf lettuce

 
/ˈōkˌlēf ˌledis /

 
oak leaf lettuce






noun




a red or green variety of lettuce that has leaves with serrated edges and a slightly bitter taste.













Oakley, Annie

 
/ˈōklē/






(1860–1926), US markswoman; full name 
Phoebe Anne Oakley Mozee

 . In 1885, she joined Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show and was the star attraction for the next seventeen years.









Oak Park






a village in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 49,557 (est. 2008).









Oak Ridge






a city in eastern Tennessee, on the Clinch River, established in 1942 as part of US nuclear development; pop. 27,677 (est. 2008).










oaktag

 
/ˈōktaɡ /

 
oak tag






noun




another term for tagboard
 .













oakum

 
/ˈōkəm/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 loose fiber obtained by untwisting old rope, used especially in caulking wooden ships.











– origin

 Old English 
ācumbe

 , literally ‘off-combings’ The current sense dates from Middle English.





oak wilt






noun




a fungal disease of oaks and other trees that makes the foliage wilt and eventually kills the tree.

[The fungus is 
Ceratocystis fagacearum

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]













O & M






abbreviation



1.
 
operations and maintenance.




2.
 
organization and methods.













OAPEC

 
/ˈōpek/






abbreviation




Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries.














oar

 
/ôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pole with a flat blade, pivoting in an oar lock, used to row or steer a boat through the water.




2.
 
a rower.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
row; propel with or as with oars




•
 
oaring the sea like madmen




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
oaring through the weeds.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
put in one's oar








‹informal›

 give an opinion without being asked.









2.
 
rest on one's oars






relax one's efforts.












IV.
 
derivatives





oarless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ār

 , of Germanic origin; related to Danish and Norwegian 
åre

 .






oarfish

 
/ˈôrˌfiSH/






noun




a very long, narrow, silvery marine fish of deep water, with a deep red dorsal fin running the length of the body.

Also called ribbonfish
 . [
Regalecus glesne

 , family 
Regalecidae

 .]














oarlock

 
/ˈôrˌläk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fitting on the gunwale of a boat that serves as a fulcrum for an oar and keeps it in place.













oarsman

 
/ˈôrzmən/





I.
 
noun




a rower, especially as a member of a racing team.








II.
 
derivatives





oarsmanship

 
/ˈôrzmənˌSHip /






noun





















oarswoman

 
/ˈôrzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female rower, especially as a member of a racing team.













oarweed

 
/ˈôrwēd/






noun




a large brown kelp with a long hard stalk and a large oar-shaped frond divided into ribbonlike strips, growing on rocky shores.

Also called tangle
 2
 . [Genus 
Laminaria

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 , in particular 
L. digitata

 .]













OAS






abbreviation





Organization of American States
 .













oasis

 
/ōˈāsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fertile spot in a desert where water is found.




2.
 
a pleasant or peaceful area or period in the midst of a difficult, troubled, or hectic place or situation




•
 
an oasis of calm in the center of the city.










3.
 
(
Oasis

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a type of rigid foam into which the stems of flowers can be secured in flower arranging.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, apparently of Egyptian origin.





oast

 
/ōst/





I.
 
noun




a kiln used for drying hops.











– origin

 Old English 
āst

 (originally denoting any kiln), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
eest

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘burn.’






oat

 
/ōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cereal plant cultivated chiefly in cool climates and widely used for animal feed as well as human consumption.

[
Avena sativa

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]




2.
 
(
oats

 )
 — the grain yielded by this, used as food.




3.
 
used in names of wild grasses related to the cultivated oat, e.g., 
wild oat

 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
feel one's oats








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 feel lively and energetic.









2.
 
sow one's wild oats






go through a period of wild or promiscuous behavior while young.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oaten

 
/ˈōtn /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
oaty






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
āte

 , plural 
ātan

 , of unknown origin. Unlike other names of cereals (such as 
wheat

 , 
barley

 , etc.), 
oat

 is not a mass noun and may originally have denoted the individual grain, which may imply that oats were eaten in grains and not as meal.





oatcake

 
/ˈōtˌkāk/






noun




a thin, unleavened cake made of oatmeal.













oater

 
/ˈōdər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a western movie or television show.











– origin

 1950s: derivative of oat
 , with allusion to horse feed; compare with the synonym horse opera
 .





Oates, Joyce Carol

 
/ōts/






(1938–) US writer. Her works include 
Bellefleur

 (1980), 
You Must Remember This

 (1988), 
Zombie

 (1995), 
Man Crazy

 (1997), 
Blonde

 (2000), and 
My Sister, My Love

 (2008).









Oates, Titus






(1649–1705), English clergyman and conspirator. He is known as the fabricator of the Popish Plot in 1678.









oat grass






noun




a wild grass that resembles the oat.

[
Avenula

 and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 .]













oath

 
/ōTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solemn promise, often invoking a divine witness, regarding one's future action or behavior




•
 
they took an oath of allegiance to the king.










2.
 
a sworn declaration that one will tell the truth, especially in a court of law.




3.
 
a profane or offensive expression used to express anger or other strong emotions.








II.
 
phrases





under oath






having sworn to tell the truth, especially in a court of law.















– origin

 Old English 
āth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
eed

 and German 
Eid

 .





oatmeal

 
/ˈōtˌmēl/






noun



1.
 
meal made from ground oats, used in breakfast cereals or other food.




2.
 
a grayish-beige color flecked with brown


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an oatmeal jacket.



















OAU






abbreviation




Organization of African Unity.













Oaxaca

 
/wäˈhäkə, -ˈKHäkä/





I.
 
a state in southern Mexico.




II.
 
the capital city of the state of Oaxaca; pop. 265,006 (2005). Full name 
Oaxaca de Juárez

 .









Ob

 
/äb, ôb/






the principal river of the western Siberian lowlands and one of the largest rivers in Russia. Rising in the Altai Mountains, it flows north and west for 3,481 miles (5,410 km) before entering the Gulf of Ob (or Ob Bay), an inlet of the Kara Sea, a part of the Arctic Ocean.









ob.





I.
 
abbreviation




he or she died




•
 
ob. 1867.

















– origin

 from Latin 
obiit

 .






ob-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
denoting exposure or openness




•
 
obverse.










2.
 
expressing meeting or facing




•
 
observe.










3.
 
denoting opposition, hostility, or resistance




•
 
obstacle.










4.
 
denoting hindrance, blocking, or concealment




•
 
obliterate




•
 
obviate.










5.
 
denoting extensiveness, finality, or completeness




•
 
obdurate




•
 
obsolete.










6.
 
(in modern technical words) inversely; in a direction or manner contrary to the usual




•
 
obconical.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ob

 ‘toward, against, in the way of.’ / 
usage:

 
Ob-

 occurs mainly in words of Latin origin. It is also found assimilated in the following forms: 
oc-

 before 
c

 (
occasion

 ); 
of-

 before 
f

 (
offend

 ); 
op-

 before 
p

 (
oppress

 ).





Obad.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Obadiah.













Obadiah

 
/ˌōbəˈdīə/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew minor prophet.




II.
 
the shortest book of the Bible, bearing his name.










Obama, Barack

 
/ōˈbämə/






(1961–), 44th president of the US, since 2009; full name 
Barack Hussein Obama

 . A Democrat, he was the first African American to be elected to the presidency, and was re-elected in 2012 for a second term. Nobel Peace Prize (2009).










Obamacare

 
/ōˈbäməˌker/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the US) an informal term for a federal law intended to improve access to health insurance for US citizens. The official name of the law is the Affordable Care Act or (in full) the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act




•
 
Colorado is running its own exchange under Obamacare.










2.
 
health insurance made available through the Affordable Care Act




•
 
what happens if you don't have Obamacare and you are in an accident?

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
Obama

 (see Obama, Barack
 ) and care
 , on the pattern of Medicare
 ; the act was signed into law by President Barack Obama in 2010.





obbligato

 
/ˌäbləˈɡädō /

 
obligato





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with or as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an instrumental part, typically distinctive in effect, that is integral to a piece of music and should not be omitted in performance.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘obligatory,’ from Latin 
obligatus

 , past participle of 
obligare

 (see oblige
 ).





obconical

 
/äbˈkänək(ə)l /

 
obconic






adjective






[Botany]

 in the form of an inverted cone.













obcordate

 
/äbˈkôrˌdāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) in the shape of a heart with the pointed end at the base.













obdurate

 
/ˈäbd(y)ərət/





I.
 
adjective




stubbornly refusing to change one's opinion or course of action.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obduracy

 
/ˈäbd(y)ərəsē /






noun













2.
 
obdurately

 
/ˈäbd(y)ərətlē /






adverb













3.
 
obdurateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘hardened in sin, impenitent’): from Latin 
obduratus

 , past participle of 
obdurare

 , from 
ob-

 ‘in opposition’ + 
durare

 ‘harden’ (from 
durus

 ‘hard’).






obeah

 
/ˈōbēə /

 
obi





I.
 
noun




a kind of sorcery practiced especially in the Caribbean.











– origin

 Twi, from 
bayi

 ‘sorcery.’





obeche

 
/ōˈbēCHē/





I.
 
noun




a tropical tree native to West and central Africa, grown for its pale timber that is used for plywood and veneers.

[
Triplochiton scleroxylon

 , family 
Sterculiaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: a term used in Nigeria.





obedience

 
/əˈbēdēəns ōˈbēdēəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
compliance with an order, request, or law or submission to another's authority




•
 
children were taught to show their parents obedience




•
 
obedience to moral standards.










2.
 
observance of a monastic rule




•
 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.














II.
 
phrases





in obedience to






in accordance with




•
 
he was acting in obedience to his conscience.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
oboedientia

 , from the verb 
oboedire

 (see obey
 ).






obedient

 
/əˈbēdēənt ōˈbēdēənt/





I.
 
adjective




complying or willing to comply with orders or requests; submissive to another's will




•
 
she was totally obedient to him.














II.
 
phrases





your obedient servant








‹dated›

 a formula used to end a letter.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
oboedient-

 ‘obeying,’ from the verb 
oboedire

 (see obey
 ).





obediently

 
/əˈbēdēəntlē ōˈbēdēəntlē/






adverb




in a manner that shows willingness to comply with an order or request; submissively




•
 
she obediently followed the housekeeper's instructions




•
 
the dog had been sitting obediently by her side.



















obeisance

 
/ōˈbāsəns əˈbāsəns ōˈbēsəns əˈbēsns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deferential respect




•
 
they 
paid obeisance to

 the prince.










2.
 
a gesture expressing deferential respect, such as a bow or curtsy




•
 
she made a deep obeisance.














II.
 
derivatives





obeisant

 
/ōˈbāsənt /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘obedience’): from Old French 
obeissance

 , from 
obeissant

 ‘obeying,’ present participle of 
obeir

 .





obeli

 
/ˈäbəˌlī/






plural form of obelus
 .









obelia

 
/ōˈbēlyə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a genus of marine animals that bear polyps and produce medusae, and that form colonies that attach to rocks or the ocean bottom.

[Genus 
Obelia

 , class 
Hydrozoa

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
obelos

 ‘tapering column.’





obelisk

 
/ˈäbəˌlisk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stone pillar, typically having a square or rectangular cross section and a pyramidal top, set up as a monument or landmark.




2.
 
a mountain, tree, or other natural object shaped like an obelisk.




3.
 
another term for obelus
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
obeliskos

 , diminutive of 
obelos

 ‘pointed pillar.’





obelize

 
/ˈäbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (a word or passage) with an obelus to show that it is spurious, corrupt, or doubtful.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
obelizein

 , in the same sense.






obelus

 
/ˈäbələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symbol (†) used as a reference mark in printed matter, or to indicate that a person is deceased.

Also called dagger
 .




2.
 
a mark (– or ÷) used in ancient texts to mark a word or passage as spurious, corrupt, or doubtful.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
obelos

 ‘pointed pillar,’ also ‘critical mark.’





Oberammergau

 
/ˌōbərˈämərɡou/






a village in the Bavarian Alps of southwestern Germany; pop. 5,400 (est. 2006). It is the site of one of the few surviving passion plays, which has been performed by the villagers every tenth year (with few exceptions) from 1634 as a result of a vow made during an epidemic of plague.









Oberhausen

 
/ˈōbərˌhouzən/






an industrial city in western Germany, in the Ruhr valley of North Rhine–Westphalia; pop. 218,200 (est. 2006).









Oberon

 
/ˈōbəˌrän /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Uranus, the furthest from the planet, discovered by W. Herschel in 1787. It has a heavily cratered surface and a diameter of 963 miles (1,550 km).







– origin

 from the name of the king of the fairies in Shakespeare's 
A Midsummer Night's Dream

 .





obese

 
/ōˈbēs/





I.
 
adjective




grossly fat or overweight.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
obesus

 ‘having eaten until fat,’ from 
ob-

 ‘away, completely’ + 
esus

 (past participle of 
edere

 ‘eat’).






obesity

 
/ōˈbēsədē/






noun




the condition of being grossly fat or overweight




•
 
the problem of obesity among children.



















obesogenic

 
/ōˌbēsəˈjenik/






adjective




tending to cause obesity




•
 
an obesogenic environment.




















obey

 
/əˈbā ōˈbā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
comply with the command, direction, or request of (a person or a law); submit to the authority of




•
 
I always obey my father.










2.
 
carry out (a command or instruction)




•
 
the officer was convicted for refusing to obey orders




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
when the order was repeated, he refused to obey.










3.
 
behave in accordance with (a general principle, natural law, etc.)




•
 
the universe was complex but it obeyed certain rules.














II.
 
derivatives





obeyer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
obeir

 , from Latin 
oboedire

 , from 
ob-

 ‘in the direction of’ + 
audire

 ‘hear.’





obfuscate

 
/ˈäbfəˌskāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
render obscure, unclear, or unintelligible




•
 
the spelling changes will deform some familiar words and obfuscate their etymological origins.










2.
 
bewilder (someone)




•
 
it is more likely to obfuscate people than enlighten them.














II.
 
derivatives





obfuscatory

 
/äbˈfəskəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
obfuscat-

 ‘darkened,’ from the verb 
obfuscare

 , based on Latin 
fuscus

 ‘dark.’





obfuscation

 
/ˌäbfəˈskāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of making something obscure, unclear, or unintelligible




•
 
when confronted with sharp questions they resort to obfuscation




•
 
ministers put up mealy-mouthed denials and obfuscations.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
obfuscatio(n-)

 , from 
obfuscare

 ‘to darken or obscure’ (see obfuscate
 ).





ob-gyn

 
/ˈōbējēwīˈen/






abbreviation




obstetrics and gynecology.













obi1


 
/ˈōbē/





I.
 
noun




a broad sash worn around the waist of a Japanese kimono.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘belt.’





obi2







noun




variant form of obeah
 .













obit

 
/ˈōbət ōˈbit/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an obituary.











– origin

 late Middle English: now regarded as an abbreviation of obituary
 , but originally also used in the senses ‘death’ and ‘funeral service,’ from Latin 
obitus

 ‘going down, death.’






obiter dictum

 
/ˌōbidər ˈdiktəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a judge's incidental expression of opinion, not essential to the decision and not establishing precedent.




2.
 


[Law]

 an incidental remark.











– origin

 Latin 
obiter

 ‘in passing’ + 
dictum

 ‘something that is said.’






obituary

 
/ōˈbiCHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun




a notice of a death, especially in a newspaper, typically including a brief biography of the deceased person




•
 
the obituary of a friend




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an obituary notice.














II.
 
derivatives





obituarist

 
/əˈbiCHəˌwerəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
obituarius

 , from Latin 
obitus

 ‘death,’ from 
obit-

 ‘perished,’ from the verb 
obire

 .





obj.






abbreviation



1.
 
object.




2.
 
objection.




3.
 
objective.














object





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈäbjekt /



1.
 
a material thing that can be seen and touched




•
 
he was dragging a large object




•
 
small objects such as shells.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a thing external to the thinking mind or subject.




3.
 
a person or thing to which a specified action or feeling is directed




•
 
disease became 
the object of

 investigation.










4.
 
a goal or purpose




•
 
the institute was opened 
with the object of

 promoting scientific study.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 a noun or noun phrase governed by an active transitive verb or by a preposition.




6.
 


[Computing]

 a data construct that provides a description of something that may be used by a computer (such as a processor, a peripheral, a document, or a data set) and defines its status, its method of operation, and how it interacts with other objects.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/əbˈjekt /
 [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something to express one's disapproval of or disagreement with something


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
residents 
object to

 the volume of traffic




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the boy's father objected that the police had arrested him unlawfully.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 adduce as a reason against something




•
 
Bryant objects this very circumstance to the authenticity of the Iliad.














III.
 
phrases





no object






not influencing or restricting choices or decisions




•
 
a tycoon for whom 
money is no object

 .


















IV.
 
derivatives





objectless

 
/ˈäbjəktləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
objectum

 ‘thing presented to the mind,’ neuter past participle (used as a noun) of Latin 
obicere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘in the way of’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw’; the verb may also partly represent the Latin frequentative 
objectare

 .





object ball






noun






[Billiards]

 any ball other than the cue ball.













object choice






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 a person or thing external to the ego chosen as a focus of desire or sexual activity.













object code






noun






[Computing]

 code produced by a compiler or assembler.













object glass

 
/əbˈjekt äbˈjekt ɡlas/






noun




another term for objective
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













objectification

 
/əbˌjektəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of degrading someone to the status of a mere object




•
 
the objectification of women as sexual possessions




•
 
the master's objectification of the slave.










2.
 
the expression of something abstract in a concrete form




•
 
the objectification of images may be astonishingly vivid in dreams




•
 
the church says that we are the visible objectifications of sin.



















objectify

 
/əbˈjektəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
degrade to the status of a mere object




•
 
a deeply sexist attitude that objectifies women.










2.
 
express (something abstract) in a concrete form




•
 
good poetry objectifies feeling.



















objection

 
/əbˈjekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression or feeling of disapproval or opposition; a reason for disagreeing




•
 
they have raised no objections to the latest plans.










2.
 
the action of challenging or disagreeing with something




•
 
his view is open to objection.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
objectio(n-)

 , from the verb 
obicere

 (see object
 ).





objectionable

 
/əbˈjekSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




arousing distaste or opposition; unpleasant or offensive




•
 
I find his theory objectionable in its racist undertones.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
objectionableness






noun













2.
 
objectionably

 
/əbˈjekSH(ə)nəblē /






adverb






















objective

 
/əbˈjektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their judgment) not influenced by personal feelings or opinions in considering and representing facts




•
 
historians try to be objective and impartial.







Contrasted with subjective
 .




2.
 
not dependent on the mind for existence; actual




•
 
a matter of objective fact.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Grammar]

 of, relating to, or denoting a case of nouns and pronouns used as the object of a transitive verb or a preposition.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing aimed at or sought; a goal




•
 
the system has achieved its objective.










2.
 
(
the objective

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the objective case.




3.
 
(also 
objective lens

 )
 — the lens in a telescope or microscope nearest to the object observed.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
objectiveness

 
/əbˈjektivnəs /






noun













2.
 
objectivization

 
/əbˌjektəviˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
objectivize

 
/-ˌvīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
objectivus

 , from 
objectum

 (see object
 ).





objective correlative






noun




the artistic and literary technique of representing or evoking a particular emotion by means of symbols that objectify that emotion and are associated with it.













objective function






noun






[Mathematics]

 (in linear programming) the function that it is desired to maximize or minimize.













objectively

 
/əbˈjektivlē äbˈjektivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not influenced by personal feelings or opinions




•
 
events should be reported objectively




•
 
the researchers are objectively assessing risk factors.










2.
 
in a way that is not dependent on the mind for existence; actually




•
 
the physical world we think of as objectively true.



















objectivism

 
/əbˈjektəˌvizəm äbˈjektəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tendency to lay stress on what is external to or independent of the mind.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the belief that certain things, especially moral truths, exist independently of human knowledge or perception of them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
objectivist






noun, adjective













2.
 
objectivistic

 
/əbˌjektəˈvistik /






adjective





















objectivity

 
/ˌäbjekˈtivədē/






noun




the quality of being objective




•
 
the piece lacked any objectivity.



















object language

 
/ˈäbjək(t) ˌlaNGɡwij/






noun



1.
 
a language described by means of another language.

Compare with metalanguage
 , target language
 .




2.
 


[Computing]

 a language into which a program is translated by means of a compiler or assembler.













object lesson

 
/ˈäbjək(t) ˌlesn/






noun




a striking practical example of some principle or ideal




•
 
they responded to emergencies in a way that was an object lesson to us all.



















objector

 
/əbˈjektər äbˈjektər/






noun




a person who expresses opposition to or disagreement with something




•
 
objectors claim that the development will have a devastatingly negative impact




•
 
objectors to the housing plans.



















object-oriented

 
/ˌäbjektˈôrēˌen(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 (of a programming language) using a methodology that enables a system to be modeled as a set of objects that can be controlled and manipulated in a modular manner.








II.
 
derivatives





object orientation






noun





















object program





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a program into which some other program is translated by an assembler or compiler.








II.
 
derivatives





object programming






noun





















object relations






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 a theory describing the relationship felt or the emotional energy directed by the self or ego toward a chosen object.













object world






noun




the world external to the self, apprehended through the objects in it.













objet d'art

 
/ˌôbZHā ˈdär/





I.
 
noun




a small decorative or artistic object, typically when regarded as a collectible item.











– origin

 French, literally ‘object of art.’





objet trouvé

 
/ˌäbZHā tro͞oˈvā/





I.
 
noun




an object found or picked up at random and considered aesthetically pleasing.











– origin

 French, literally ‘found object.’





objurgate

 
/ˈäbjərˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rebuke severely; scold.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
objurgation

 
/ˌäbjərˈɡāSHən /






noun













2.
 
objurgator

 
/-ɡātər /






noun













3.
 
objurgatory

 
/əbˈjərɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
objurgat-

 ‘chided, rebuked,’ from the verb 
objurgare

 , based on 
jurgium

 ‘strife.’





obl.






abbreviation



1.
 
oblique.




2.
 
oblong.













oblanceolate

 
/əˈblansēəlāt/






adjective






‹technical›

 (especially of leaves) lanceolate, with the more pointed end at the base.













oblast

 
/ˈôbləst, ˈäblast/





I.
 
noun




an administrative division or region in Russia and the former Soviet Union, and in some of its former constituent republics.











– origin

 Russian.






oblate1


 
/ˈäblāt ˌōˈblāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Geometry]

 (of a spheroid) flattened at the poles.

Often contrasted with prolate
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
oblatus

 (from 
ob-

 ‘inversely’ + 
-latus

 ‘carried’), on the pattern of Latin 
prolatus

 ‘prolonged.’





oblate2


 
/ˈäblāt ˌōˈblāt/





I.
 
noun




a person dedicated to a religious life, but typically having not taken full monastic vows.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
oblatus

 , past participle (used as a noun) of Latin 
offerre

 ‘to offer.’





oblation

 
/əˈblāSHən ōˈblāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing presented or offered to God or a god.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 the presentation of bread and wine to God in the Eucharist.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oblational

 
/-SHənl, -SHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
oblatory

 
/ˈäbləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
oblatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
offerre

 ‘to offer.’






obligate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈäbləɡāt /



1.
 
bind or compel (someone), especially legally or morally




•
 
the medical establishment is obligated to take action in the best interest of the public.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 commit (assets) as security




•
 
the money must be obligated within thirty days.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈäbləɡāt /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 restricted to a particular function or mode of life




•
 
an obligate intracellular parasite.







Often contrasted with facultative
 .








III.
 
derivatives





obligator

 
/-ˌɡātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘bound by law’): from Latin 
obligatus

 , past participle of 
obligare

 (see oblige
 ). The current adjectival use dates from the late 19th cent.





obligation

 
/ˌäbləˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or course of action to which a person is morally or legally bound; a duty or commitment




•
 
he has enough cash to meet his present obligations




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I have an obligation to look after her.










2.
 
the condition of being morally or legally bound to do something




•
 
they are 
under no obligation

 to stick to the scheme.










3.
 
a debt of gratitude for a service or favor




•
 
she didn't want to be under an obligation to him.










4.
 


[Law]

 a binding agreement committing a person to a payment or other action.








II.
 
derivatives





obligational

 
/-SHənl, -SHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘formal promise’): via Old French from Latin 
obligatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
obligare

 (see oblige
 ).





obligatory

 
/əˈbliɡəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
required by a legal, moral, or other rule; compulsory




•
 
use of seat belts in cars is now obligatory.










2.
 
so customary or routine as to be expected of everyone or on every occasion




•
 
after the obligatory preamble on the weather he got down to business.










3.
 
(of a ruling) having binding force




•
 
a sovereign whose laws are obligatory.














II.
 
derivatives





obligatorily

 
/əˈbliɡəˌtôrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
obligatorius

 , from Latin 
obligat-

 ‘obliged,’ from the verb 
obligare

 (see oblige
 ).






oblige

 
/əˈblīj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) legally or morally bound to an action or course of action




•
 
doctors are obliged by law to keep patients alive while there is a chance of recovery.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — do as (someone) asks or desires in order to help or please them




•
 


oblige

 me 
by

 not being sorry for yourself




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
tell me what you want to know and I'll see if I can oblige.










3.
 
(
be obliged

 )
 — be indebted or grateful




•
 
if you can give me a few minutes of your time I'll be much obliged.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 bind (someone) by an oath, promise, or contract.








II.
 
derivatives





obliger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bind by oath’): from Old French 
obliger

 , from Latin 
obligare

 , from 
ob-

 ‘toward’ + 
ligare

 ‘to bind.’






obligee

 
/ˌäbləˈjē/






noun






[Law]

 a person to whom another is bound by contract or other legal procedure.

Compare with obligor
 .













obliging

 
/əˈblījiNG/





I.
 
adjective




willing to do a service or kindness; helpful.








II.
 
derivatives





obligingness

 
/əˈblījiNGnəs /






noun





















obligingly

 
/əˈblījiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that shows willingness to do a service or kindness




•
 
the stars obligingly posed for photos.




















obligor

 
/ˌäbliˈɡôr/






noun






[Law]

 a person who is bound to another by contract or other legal procedure.

Compare with obligee
 .













oblique

 
/əˈblēk ōˈblēk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
neither parallel nor at a right angle to a specified or implied line; slanting




•
 
we sat on the settee oblique to the fireplace.










2.
 
not explicit or direct in addressing a point




•
 
he issued an oblique attack on the president.










3.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a line, plane figure, or surface) inclined at other than a right angle.




4.
 


[Geometry]

 (of an angle) acute or obtuse.




5.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a cone, cylinder, etc.) with an axis not perpendicular to the plane of its base.




6.
 


[Anatomy]

 (especially of a muscle) neither parallel nor perpendicular to the long axis of a body or limb.




7.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting any case other than the nominative or vocative.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a muscle neither parallel nor perpendicular to the long axis of a body or limb.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for slash
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obliqueness

 
/əˈblēknis ōˈblēknis /






noun













2.
 
obliquity

 
/əˈblikwədē ōˈblikwədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
obliquus

 .





obliquely

 
/əˈblēklē ōˈblēklē/






adverb



1.
 
not in a direct way; indirectly




•
 
he referred only obliquely to current events.










2.
 
in an oblique direction; slantwise




•
 
these markings cross the wing obliquely.



















obliterate

 
/əˈblidəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
destroy utterly; wipe out




•
 


‹figurative›

 the memory was so painful that he obliterated it from his mind.










2.
 
cause to become invisible or indistinct; blot out




•
 
clouds were darkening, obliterating the sun.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obliterative

 
/-ˌrātiv /






adjective













2.
 
obliterator

 
/əˈblidəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
obliterat-

 ‘struck out, erased,’ from the verb 
obliterare

 , based on 
littera

 ‘letter, something written.’





obliteration

 
/əˌblidəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or fact of obliterating or being obliterated; total destruction




•
 
the obliteration of vast green spaces.




















oblivion

 
/əˈblivēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being unaware or unconscious of what is happening




•
 
they drank themselves into oblivion.










2.
 
the state of being forgotten, especially by the public




•
 
his name will fade into oblivion.










3.
 
extinction




•
 
only our armed forces stood between us and oblivion.










4.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 amnesty or pardon.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
oblivio(n-)

 , from 
oblivisci

 ‘forget.’





oblivious

 
/əˈblivēəs/





I.
 
adjective




not aware of or not concerned about what is happening around one




•
 
she became absorbed, 
oblivious to

 the passage of time




•
 
the women were oblivious of his presence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obliviously

 
/əˈblivēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
obliviousness

 
/əˈblivēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
obliviosus

 , from 
oblivio(n-)

 (see oblivion
 ).





oblong

 
/ˈäbˌlôNG/





I.
 
adjective




having an elongated shape, as a rectangle or an oval.








II.
 
noun




an object or flat figure in an elongated rectangle or oval shape.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
oblongus

 ‘longish.’





obloquy

 
/ˈäbləkwē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
strong public criticism or verbal abuse




•
 
he endured years of contempt and obloquy.










2.
 
disgrace, especially that brought about by public abuse




•
 
conduct to which no more obloquy could reasonably attach.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obloquial

 
/äbˈlōkwēəl /






adjective













2.
 
obloquious

 
/äbˈlōkwēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
obloquium

 ‘contradiction,’ from Latin 
obloqui

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’





obnoxious

 
/əbˈnäkSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




extremely unpleasant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obnoxiously

 
/əbˈnäkSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
obnoxiousness

 
/əbˈnäkSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘vulnerable [to harm]’): from Latin 
obnoxiosus

 , from 
obnoxius

 ‘exposed to harm,’ from 
ob-

 ‘toward’ + 
noxa

 ‘harm.’ The current sense, influenced by noxious
 , dates from the late 17th cent.





obnubilate

 
/äbˈn(y)o͞obəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 darken, dim, or cover with or as if with a cloud; obscure.








II.
 
derivatives





obnubilation

 
/äbˌn(y)o͞obəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
obnubilat-

 ‘covered with clouds or fog,’ from the verb 
obnubilare

 .





obo

 
o.b.o.






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 or best offer (used in advertisements)




•
 
$2,700 obo.




















oboe

 
/ˈōbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woodwind instrument with a double-reed mouthpiece, a slender tubular body, and holes stopped by keys.




2.
 
an organ stop resembling an oboe in tone.








II.
 
derivatives





oboist

 
/ˈōbōwəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, or from French 
hautbois

 , from 
haut

 ‘high’ + 
bois

 ‘wood.’





oboe d'amore

 
/ˌōbō däˈmôrā/





I.
 
noun




a type of oboe with a bulbous bell, sounding a minor third lower than the ordinary oboe. It has a soft tone and is used in baroque music.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘oboe of love.’





obol

 
/ˈäb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Greek coin worth one sixth of a drachma.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
obolos

 , variant of 
obelos

 (see obelus
 ).





O-Bon

 
/ō ˈbôn/






noun




another name for Bon
 .













Obote, Milton

 
/ōˈbōtā/






(1924–2005), Ugandan statesman; prime minister 1962–66; president 1966–71 and 1980–85; full name 
Apollo Milton Obote

 . Overthrown by Idi Amin in 1971, he was re-elected president in 1980, but was removed in a second military coup in 1985.









obovate

 
/äˈbōˌvāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) ovate with the narrower end at the base.













O'Brien, Edna

 
/ōˈbrīən/






(1932–), Irish novelist and short-story writer. Her works include the novels 
The Country Girls

 (1960) and 
In the Forest

 (2002), the collection 
A Fanatic Heart: Selected Stories

 (1984), and the biography 
Byron in Love

 (2009).









O'Brien, Flann






(1911–66), Irish novelist and journalist; pseudonym of 
Brian O'Nolan

 . Writing under the name 
Myles na Gopaleen

 , he contributed a satirical column to the 
Irish Times

 for nearly twenty years. Notable novels: 
At Swim-Two-Birds

 (1939); 
The Third Policeman

 (1967).









obs.

 
Obs.






abbreviation



1.
 
observation.




2.
 
observatory.




3.
 
obsolete.














obscene

 
/əbˈsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the portrayal or description of sexual matters) offensive or disgusting by accepted standards of morality and decency




•
 
obscene jokes




•
 
obscene literature.










2.
 
offensive to moral principles; repugnant




•
 
using animals' skins for fur coats is obscene.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
obscène

 or Latin 
obscaenus

 ‘ill-omened or abominable.’





obscenely

 
/əbˈsēnlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sexually offensive, disgusting, or indecent manner




•
 
the boys used vulgar language and gestured obscenely.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a disgustingly or immorally extreme degree




•
 
obscenely overpaid executives.



















obscenity

 
/əbˈsenədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being obscene; obscene behavior, language, or images




•
 
the book was banned for obscenity.










2.
 
an extremely offensive word or expression




•
 
the men scowled and muttered obscenities.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
obscénité

 or Latin 
obscaenitas

 , from 
obscaenus

 (see obscene
 ).





obscurantism

 
/əbˈskyo͝orənˌtizəm äbˈskyo͝orənˌtizəm ˌäbskyəˈranˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice of deliberately preventing the facts or full details of something from becoming known.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obscurant

 
/ˈäbskyərənt /






noun, adjective













2.
 
obscurantist

 
/əbˈskyo͝orəntəst äbˈskyo͝orəntəst ˌäbskyəˈrantəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from earlier 
obscurant

 , denoting a person who obscures something, via German from Latin 
obscurant-

 ‘making dark,’ from the verb 
obscurare

 .





obscure

 
/əbˈskyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not discovered or known about; uncertain




•
 
his origins and parentage are obscure.










2.
 
not clearly expressed or easily understood




•
 
obscure references to Proust.










3.
 
not important or well known




•
 
an obscure religious sect.










4.
 
hard to make out or define; vague




•
 


‹figurative›

 I feel an obscure resentment.










5.
 
(of a color) not sharply defined; dim or dingy.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep from being seen; conceal




•
 
gray clouds obscure the sun.










2.
 
make unclear and difficult to understand




•
 
the debate has become obscured by conflicting ideological perspectives.










3.
 
overshadow




•
 
none of this should obscure the skill, experience, and perseverance of the workers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obscuration

 
/ˌäbskyəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
obscurely

 
/əbˈskyo͝orlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
obscur

 , from Latin 
obscurus

 ‘dark,’ from an Indo-European root meaning ‘cover.’





obscure vowel






noun




another term for indeterminate vowel
 .













obscurity

 
/əbˈskyo͝orədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being unknown, inconspicuous, or unimportant




•
 
he is too good a player to slide into obscurity.










2.
 
the quality of being difficult to understand




•
 
poems of impenetrable obscurity.










3.
 
a thing that is unclear or difficult to understand




•
 
the obscurities in his poems and plays.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
obscurite

 , from Latin 
obscuritas

 , from 
obscurus

 ‘dark.’





obsd.






abbreviation




(especially in medical and scientific abstracts) observed.













obsecration

 
/ˌäbsəˈkrāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 earnest pleading or supplication.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
obsecratio(n-)

 , from 
obsecrare

 ‘entreat,’ based on 
sacer

 , 
sacr-

 ‘sacred.’





obsequies

 
/ˈäbsəkwēz/





I.
 
plural noun




funeral rites.











– origin

 late Middle English: plural of obsolete 
obsequy

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
obsequie

 , from the medieval Latin plural 
obsequiae

 (from Latin 
exsequiae

 ‘funeral rites,’ influenced by 
obsequium

 ‘dutiful service’).





obsequious

 
/əbˈsēkwēəs/





I.
 
adjective




obedient or attentive to an excessive or servile degree




•
 
they were served by obsequious waiters.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obsequiously

 
/əbˈsēkwēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
obsequiousness

 
/əbˈsēkwēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (not depreciatory in sense in early use): from Latin 
obsequiosus

 , from 
obsequium

 ‘compliance,’ from 
obsequi

 ‘follow, comply with.’





observable

 
/əbˈzərvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be noticed or perceived; discernible




•
 
observable differences.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
observability






noun













2.
 
observably

 
/əbˈzərvəblē /






adverb





















observance

 
/əbˈzərvəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or practice of fulfilling or respecting the requirements of law, morality, or ritual




•
 
strict 
observance of

 the rules




•
 
the decline in religious observance.










2.
 
(usu. 
observances

 )
 — an act performed for religious or ceremonial reasons




•
 
official anniversary observances.










3.
 
a rule to be followed by a religious order




•
 
he drew up a body of monastic observances.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 respect; deference.




5.
 
the action of watching or noticing something




•
 
the baby's motionless observance of me.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
observantia

 , from 
observant-

 ‘watching, paying attention to,’ from the verb 
observare

 (see observe
 ).





observant

 
/əbˈzərvənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
quick to notice things




•
 
her observant eye took in every detail.










2.
 
adhering strictly to the rules of a particular religion, especially Judaism.








II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a branch of the Franciscan order that followed a strict rule.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from French, literally ‘watching,’ present participle of 
observer

 (see observe
 ).





observation

 
/ˌäbzərˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of observing something or someone carefully or in order to gain information




•
 
she was brought into the hospital for observation




•
 
detailed observations were carried out on the students' behavior.










2.
 
the ability to notice things, especially significant details




•
 
his powers of observation.










3.
 
the taking of the altitude of the sun or another celestial body for navigational purposes.




4.
 
a remark, statement, or comment based on something one has seen, heard, or noticed




•
 
he made a telling observation about Hugh.














II.
 
phrases





under observation






(especially of a patient or a suspected criminal) being closely and constantly watched or monitored




•
 
he spent two nights in the hospital under observation.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘respectful adherence to the requirements of [rules, a ritual, etc.]’): from Latin 
observatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
observare

 (see observe
 ).





observational

 
/ˌäbzərˈvāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the action or process of closely observing or watching something or someone




•
 
long-term observational data suggested an improvement in survival




•
 
the observational skills of a journalist




•
 
our study was purely observational.










2.
 
drawing on things that one has seen, heard, or noticed in everyday life




•
 
a master of observational comedy.














II.
 
derivatives





observationally






adverb





















observation car

 
/ˌäbzərˈvāSHən kär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a railroad car with large windows designed to provide a good view of passing scenery.













observation post

 
/ˌäbzərˈvāSHən pōst/






noun






[Military]

 a post for watching the movement of enemy forces or the effect of artillery fire.













observatory

 
/əbˈzərvəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building housing an astronomical telescope or other scientific equipment for the study of natural phenomena.




2.
 
a position or building that gives an extensive view.











– origin

 late 17th cent.; from modern Latin 
observatorium

 , from Latin 
observat-

 ‘watched,’ from the verb 
observare

 (see observe
 ).






observe

 
/əbˈzərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
notice or perceive (something) and register it as being significant


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
young people observe that decisions are made by others.










2.
 
watch (someone or something) carefully and attentively




•
 
Rob stood in the hallway, where he could observe the happenings on the street.










3.
 
take note of or detect (something) in the course of a scientific study




•
 
the behavior observed in groups of chimpanzees.










4.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — make a remark or comment


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“It's chilly,” she observed




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
a stockbroker once observed that dealers live and work in hell.










5.
 
fulfill or comply with (a social, legal, ethical, or religious obligation)




•
 
a tribunal must observe the principles of natural justice.










6.
 
maintain (silence) in compliance with a rule or custom, or temporarily as a mark of respect




•
 
a minute's silence will be observed.










7.
 
perform or take part in (a rite or ceremony)




•
 
relations gather to observe the funeral rites.










8.
 
celebrate or acknowledge (an anniversary)




•
 
many observed the one-year anniversary of the flood.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
observer

 , from Latin 
observare

 ‘to watch,’ from 
ob-

 ‘toward’ + 
servare

 ‘attend to, look at.’





observer

 
/əbˈzərvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who watches or notices something




•
 
to a casual observer, he was at peace.










2.
 
a person who follows events, especially political ones, closely and comments publicly on them




•
 
some observers expect interest rates to rise.










3.
 
a person posted to an area in an official capacity to monitor political or military events




•
 
elections scrutinized by international observers.










4.
 
a person who attends a conference, inquiry, etc., to note the proceedings without participating in them.














obsess

 
/əbˈses/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
preoccupy or fill the mind of (someone) continually, intrusively, and to a troubling extent




•
 
he was obsessed with the theme of death




•
 (as 
adj.

 
obsessed

 )
 
he became completely obsessed about germs.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) be preoccupied with or constantly worrying about something




•
 
her husband, who is 
obsessing about

 the wrong she has done him.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘haunt, possess,’ referring to an evil spirit): from Latin 
obsess-

 ‘besieged,’ from the verb 
obsidere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘opposite’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’ The current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





obsession

 
/əbˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being obsessed with someone or something




•
 
she cared for him with a devotion bordering on obsession.










2.
 
an idea or thought that continually preoccupies or intrudes on a person's mind




•
 
he was in the grip of an obsession he was powerless to resist.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obsessional

 
/əbˈseSHənl əbˈseSHnəl äbˈseSHənl äbˈseSHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
obsessionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘siege’): from Latin 
obsessio(n-)

 , from the verb 
obsidere

 (see obsess
 ).





obsessive

 
/əbˈsesiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of an obsession




•
 
people dogged by obsessive jealousy.










2.
 
affected by an obsession




•
 
she became obsessive about her schoolwork.














II.
 
noun




a person who is affected by an obsession




•
 
an online store for garage-rock obsessives.














III.
 
derivatives





obsessiveness

 
/əbˈsesivnəs /






noun





















obsessive–compulsive





I.
 
adjective






[Psychiatry]

 denoting or relating to a disorder in which a person feels compelled to perform certain meaningless actions repeatedly in order to alleviate obsessive fears or intrusive thoughts, typically resulting in severe disruption of daily life.








II.
 
noun




a person characterized by obsessive-compulsive behavior.













obsessively

 
/əbˈsesivlē äbˈsesivlē/






adverb




in an obsessive manner




•
 
she worries obsessively about her impending motherhood




•
 
he is obsessively focused on his career.




















obsidian

 
/əbˈsidēən äbˈsidēən/





I.
 
noun




a hard, dark, glasslike volcanic rock formed by the rapid solidification of lava without crystallization.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
obsidianus

 , error for 
obsianus

 , from 
Obsius

 , the name (in Pliny) of the discoverer of a similar stone.





obsolescence

 
/ˌäbsəˈlesəns/






noun




the process of becoming obsolete or outdated and no longer used




•
 
computers are infamous for their rapid obsolescence




•
 
gunpowder brought about the obsolescence of many weapons.



















obsolescent

 
/ˌäbsəˈles(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




becoming obsolete




•
 
the custom is now obsolescent.














II.
 
derivatives





obsolesce

 
/ˌäbsəˈles /






verb






•
 
existing systems begin to obsolesce

























– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
obsolescent-

 ‘falling into disuse,’ from the verb 
obsolescere

 .





obsolete

 
/ˌäbsəˈlēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
no longer produced or used; out of date




•
 
the disposal of old and obsolete machinery




•
 
the phrase was obsolete after 1625.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a part or characteristic of an organism) less developed than formerly or in a related species; rudimentary; vestigial.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 cause (a product or idea) to be or become obsolete by replacing it with something new




•
 
we're trying to stimulate the business by obsoleting last year's designs.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obsoletely






adverb













2.
 
obsoleteness

 
/ˌäbsəˈlētnəs /






noun













3.
 
obsoletism

 
/-ˈlēˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
obsoletus

 ‘grown old, worn out,’ past participle of 
obsolescere

 ‘fall into disuse.’





obstacle

 
/ˈäbstək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a thing that blocks one's way or prevents or hinders progress




•
 
the major 
obstacle to

 achieving that goal is money.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
obstaculum

 , from 
obstare

 ‘impede,’ from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
stare

 ‘stand.’





obstacle course






noun



1.
 
a course over which participants negotiate obstacles to be climbed, crawled under, crossed on suspended ropes, etc., as used for training soldiers.




2.
 
a series of difficulties that have to be negotiated in order to achieve a particular aim.













obstetrical

 
/əbˈstetrikəl, äb-/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to childbirth and the processes associated with it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obstetric

 
/əbˈstetrik /






adjective













2.
 
obstetrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
obstetricus

 for Latin 
obstetricius

 (based on 
obstetrix

 ‘midwife’), from 
obstare

 ‘be present.’





obstetrician

 
/ˌäbstəˈtriSHən/






noun




a physician or surgeon qualified to practice in obstetrics.













obstetrics

 
/əbˈstetriks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of medicine and surgery concerned with childbirth and the care of women giving birth.













obstinacy

 
/ˈäbstənəsē/






noun




the quality or condition of being obstinate; stubbornness




•
 
his reputation for obstinacy.



















obstinate

 
/ˈäbstənət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
stubbornly refusing to change one's opinion or chosen course of action, despite attempts to persuade one to do so.




2.
 
(of an unwelcome phenomenon or situation) very difficult to change or overcome




•
 
the obstinate problem of unemployment.














II.
 
derivatives





obstinately

 
/ˈäbztənətlē ˈäbstənətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
obstinatus

 , past participle of 
obstinare

 ‘persist.’





obstipation

 
/ˌäbstəˈpāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 severe or complete constipation.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of constipation
 , by substitution of the prefix ob-
 for 
con-

 .





obstreperous

 
/əbˈstrepərəs/





I.
 
adjective




noisy and difficult to control




•
 
the boy is cocky and obstreperous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obstreperously

 
/əbˈstrep(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
obstreperousness

 
/əbˈstrep(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘clamorous, vociferous’): from Latin 
obstreperus

 (from 
obstrepere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
strepere

 ‘make a noise’) + -ous
 .






obstruct

 
/əbˈstrəkt äbˈstrəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
block (an opening, path, road, etc.); be or get in the way of




•
 
she was obstructing the entrance.










2.
 
prevent or hinder (movement or someone or something in motion)




•
 
they had to alter the course of the stream and obstruct the natural flow of the water.










3.
 
deliberately make (something) difficult




•
 
fears that the regime would obstruct the distribution of food.










4.
 


[Law]

 commit the offense of intentionally hindering (a legal process).




5.
 
(in various sports) impede (a player on the opposing team) in a manner that constitutes an offense.








II.
 
derivatives





obstructor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
obstruct-

 ‘blocked up,’ from the verb 
obstruere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
struere

 ‘build, pile up.’





obstruction

 
/əbˈstrəkSH(ə)n äbˈstrəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of obstructing or the state of being obstructed




•
 
they faced obstruction in carrying out their research




•
 
walkers could proceed with the minimum of obstruction.










2.
 
a thing that impedes or prevents passage or progress; an obstacle or blockage




•
 
the tractor hit an obstruction.










3.
 
(in various sports) the action of unlawfully obstructing a player on the opposing team.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 blockage of a bodily passageway, as the intestines.




5.
 


[Law]

 the action of deliberately hindering a legal process.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
obstructio(n-)

 , from the verb 
obstruere

 (see obstruct
 ).





obstructionism

 
/əbˈstrəkSHəˌnizəm äbˈstrəkSHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice of deliberately impeding or delaying the course of legal, legislative, or other procedures.








II.
 
derivatives





obstructionist

 
/əbˈstrəkSHənəst əbˈstrəkSHənəst /






noun, adjective





















obstructive

 
/əbˈstrəktiv äbˈstrəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing a blockage or obstruction




•
 
all tubing should be cleared of obstructive algae and detritus.










2.
 
of or relating to obstruction of a passage in the body, especially the intestines or the bronchi




•
 
the child developed severe obstructive symptoms.










3.
 
causing or tending to cause deliberate difficulties and delays




•
 
instead of being helpful, she had been a shade obstructive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obstructively

 
/əbˈstrəktivlē äbˈstrəktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
obstructiveness

 
/əbˈstrəktivnis äbˈstrəktivnis /






noun





















obstruent

 
/ˈäbstro͝oənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 a fricative or plosive speech sound.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a medicine or substance that closes the natural passages or pores of the body.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
obstruent-

 ‘blocking up,’ from the verb 
obstruere

 .





obtain

 
/əbˈtān äbˈtān/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get, acquire, or secure (something)




•
 
an opportunity to obtain advanced degrees.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 be prevalent, customary, or established




•
 
the price of silver fell to that obtaining elsewhere in the ancient world.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obtainer






noun













2.
 
obtainment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
obtenir

 , from Latin 
obtinere

 ‘obtain, gain.’





obtainable

 
/əbˈtānəb(ə)l äbˈtānəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be obtained




•
 
customers' financial details are easily obtainable.














II.
 
derivatives





obtainability

 
/-nəˈbilətē /






noun





















obtect

 
/əbˈtekt /

 
obtected





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of an insect pupa or chrysalis) covered in a hard case with the legs and wings attached immovably against the body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
obtectus

 , past participle of 
obtegere

 ‘cover over.’





obtention

 
/əbˈtenCHən, äb-/





I.
 
noun




the action of obtaining something




•
 
their protests serve no purpose and will only make their obtention of a diploma almost impossible.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, or from late Latin, 
obtentio(n-)

 , from 
obtinere

 , ‘obtain, gain.’






obtrude

 
/əbˈtro͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become noticeable in an unwelcome or intrusive way




•
 
a sound from the reception hall obtruded into his thoughts.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — impose or force (something) on someone in an intrusive way




•
 
I felt unable to obtrude my private sorrow upon anyone.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obtruder

 
/əbˈtro͞odər /






noun













2.
 
obtrusion

 
/əbˈtro͞oZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
obtrudere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘toward’ + 
trudere

 ‘to push.’





obtrusive

 
/əbˈtro͞osiv äbˈtro͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




noticeable or prominent in an unwelcome or intrusive way




•
 
high-powered satellites can reach smaller and less obtrusive antennas.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obtrusively

 
/əbˈtro͞osivlē äbˈtro͞osivlē /






adverb













2.
 
obtrusiveness

 
/əbˈtro͞osivnis äbˈtro͞osivnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
obtrus-

 ‘thrust forward,’ from the verb 
obtrudere

 (see obtrude
 ).






obtund

 
/əbˈtənd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 
[chiefly Medicine]

 dull the sensitivity of; blunt; deaden.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
obtundere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
tundere

 ‘to beat.’





obturate

 
/ˈäbt(y)əˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 block up; obstruct.








II.
 
derivatives





obturation

 
/ˌäbt(y)əˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
obturat-

 ‘stopped up,’ from the verb 
obturare

 .





obturator

 
/ˈäbt(y)əˌrādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 either of two muscles covering the outer front part of the pelvis on each side and involved in movements of the thigh and hip.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Anatomy]

 relating to the obturator or to the obturator foramen.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘obstructor,’ from 
obturare

 ‘stop up.’





obturator foramen






noun






[Anatomy]

 a large opening in the hipbone between the pubis and the ischium.













obtuse

 
/əbˈt(y)o͞os äbˈt(y)o͞os/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
annoyingly insensitive or slow to understand




•
 
he wondered if the doctor was being deliberately obtuse.










2.
 
difficult to understand




•
 
some of the lyrics are a bit obtuse.










3.
 
(of an angle) more than 90° and less than 180°.




4.
 
not sharp-pointed or sharp-edged; blunt.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obtusely

 
/əbˈt(y)o͞oslē äbˈt(y)o͞oslē /






adverb













2.
 
obtuseness

 
/əbˈt(y)o͞osnəs äbˈt(y)o͞osnəs /






noun













3.
 
obtusity

 
/-sitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘blunt’): from Latin 
obtusus

 , past participle of 
obtundere

 ‘beat against’ (see obtund
 ).





Ob-Ugric

 
/äb ˈ(y)o͞oɡrik, ôb /

 
Ob-Ugrian





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting a branch of the Finno-Ugric language family containing two languages of western Siberia related to Hungarian.








II.
 
noun




the Ob-Ugric group of languages.











– origin

 1930s: from 
Ob

 , the name of a Siberian river, + Ugric
 .





obverse





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈäbˌvərs /
 [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the side of a coin or medal bearing the head or principal design.




2.
 
the design or inscription on the obverse side of a coin or medal.




3.
 
the opposite or counterpart of a fact or truth




•
 
true solitude is the obverse of true society.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/əbˈvərs äbˈvərs /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or denoting the obverse of a coin or medal.




2.
 
corresponding to something else as its opposite or counterpart.




3.
 


[Biology]

 narrower at the base or point of attachment than at the apex or top




•
 
an obverse leaf.














III.
 
derivatives





obversely

 
/əbˈvərslē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘turned toward the observer’): from Latin 
obversus

 , past participle of 
obvertere

 ‘turn toward’ (see obvert
 ).






obvert

 
/əbˈvərt, äb-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Logic]

 alter (a proposition) so as to infer another proposition with a contradictory predicate, e.g., 
“no men are immortal”

 to 
“all men are mortal.”










II.
 
derivatives





obversion

 
/əbˈvərZHən, äb- /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘turn something until it is facing’): from Latin 
obvertere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘toward’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





obviate

 
/ˈäbvēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (a need or difficulty)




•
 
the Venetian blinds obviated the need for curtains.










2.
 
avoid; prevent




•
 
a parachute can be used to obviate disaster.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
obviation

 
/äbvēˈāSHən /






noun













2.
 
obviator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
obviat-

 ‘prevented,’ from the verb 
obviare

 , based on Latin 
via

 ‘way.’





obvious

 
/ˈäbvēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easily perceived or understood; clear, self-evident, or apparent




•
 
unemployment has been the most obvious cost of the recession




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it was obvious a storm was coming in.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 predictable and lacking in subtlety




•
 
it was an obvious remark to make.














II.
 
derivatives





obviousness

 
/ˈäbvēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘frequently encountered’): from Latin 
obvius

 (from the phrase 
ob viam

 ‘in the way’) + -ous
 .






obviously

 
/ˈäbvēəslē/






adverb




in a way that is easily perceived or understood; clearly




•
 
she was obviously sick




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
obviously, everyone has to do what they think is right.



















obvolute

 
/ˈäbvəˌlo͞ot/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) having a margin that alternately overlaps and is overlapped by that of an opposing leaf.








II.
 
derivatives





obvolution

 
/ˌäbveˈlo͞oSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
obvolutus

 , past participle of 
obvolvere

 ‘wrap around.’





obvs

 
/ävz /

 
obv





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 obviously




•
 
'Léon' (obvs not his real name) was credited with the brand's resurrection




•
 
I'm not unbiased, obv.

















– origin

 1980s: shortening of obviously
 .





oc.

 
Oc.






abbreviation




ocean.













o.c.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Architecture]

 on center.




2.
 
in the work cited.

[from Latin 
opere citato

 .]













oc-






prefix




variant spelling of ob-
 . assimilated before 
c

 (as in 
occasion

 , 
occlude

 ).













o/c






abbreviation




overcharge.













oca

 
/ˈōkə/





I.
 
noun




a South American plant related to wood sorrel, long cultivated in Peru for its edible tubers.

[
Oxalis tuberosa

 , family 
Oxalidaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from American Spanish, from Quechua 
ócca

 .





Ocala

 
/ōˈkälə/






an industrial and resort city in north central Florida; pop. 54,801 (est. 2008).










ocarina

 
/ˌäkəˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun




a small egg-shaped wind instrument with a mouthpiece and holes for the fingers.

Also called sweet potato
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, from 
oca

 ‘goose’ (from its shape).





OCAS






abbreviation




Organization of Central American States.













O'Casey, Sean

 
/ōˈkāsē/






(1880–1964), Irish playwright. His plays, such as 
The Shadow of a Gunman

 (1923) and 
Juno and the Paycock

 (1924), deal with the Irish poor before and during the civil war that followed the establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922.









occ.






abbreviation



1.
 
occasional; occasionally.




2.
 
Occident; occidental.




3.
 
occupation.













Occam, William of






see William of Occam
 .










Occam's razor

 
/ˌäkəmz ˈrāzər /

 
Ockham's razor





I.
 
the principle (attributed to William of Occam) that in explaining a thing, no more assumptions should be made than are necessary. The principle is often invoked to defend reductionism or nominalism.

Compare with principle of parsimony
 at parsimony
 .







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of William of Occam
 .





occas.






abbreviation




occasional; occasionally.













occasion

 
/əˈkāZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular time or instance of an event




•
 
on one occasion I stayed up until two in the morning.










2.
 
a special or noteworthy event, ceremony, or celebration




•
 
she was presented with a gold watch to mark the occasion.










3.
 
a suitable or opportune time for doing something




•
 
elections are an occasion for registering protest votes.










4.
 


‹formal›

 reason; cause


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
it's the first time that I've had occasion to complain.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 cause (something)




•
 
something vital must have occasioned this visit




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
his death occasioned her much grief.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 occasions) ">
on occasion ( occasions)






occasionally; from time to time




•
 
on occasion, the state was asked to intervene.















2.
 
rise to the occasion






perform very well in response to a special situation or event.









3.
 
take occasion








‹archaic›

 make use of an opportunity to do something.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
occasio(n-)

 ‘juncture, reason,’ from 
occidere

 ‘go down, set,’ from 
ob-

 ‘toward’ + 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’





occasional

 
/əˈkāZHənl/






adjective



1.
 
occurring, appearing, or done infrequently and irregularly




•
 
the occasional car went by but no taxis.










2.
 
(of furniture) made or adapted for use on a particular occasion or for irregular use




•
 
an occasional table.










3.
 
(of a literary composition, speech, religious service, etc.) produced on or intended for a special occasion




•
 
he wrote occasional verse for patrons.










4.
 


‹dated›

 employed for a particular occasion or on an irregular basis




•
 
occasional freelancer seeks full-time position.



















occasionalism

 
/əˈkāZHənlˌizəm/






noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine ascribing the connection between mental and bodily events to the continuing intervention of God.













occasionally

 
/əˈkāZH(ə)nəlē/






adverb




at infrequent or irregular intervals; now and then




•
 
he met her occasionally for coffee




•
 
very occasionally the condition can result in death.



















occasional table






noun




a small table for infrequent and varied use.














Occident

 
/ˈäksidənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Occident

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 the countries of the West, especially Europe and the Americas (contrasted with orient
 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
occident-

 ‘going down, setting’ (in reference to the sun), from the verb 
occidere

 .





occidental

 
/ˌäksəˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the countries of the Occident




•
 
an Asian challenge to occidental dominance.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Occident.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
occidentalism

 
/ˌäksəˈden(t)lˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
occidentalize

 
/ˌäksəˈden(t)lˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
occidentalis

 , from 
occident-

 ‘going down’ (see Occident
 ).





occipital bone

 
/äkˈsipədl ˌbōn/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the bone that forms the back and base of the skull, and through which the spinal cord passes.













occipital condyle






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of two rounded knobs on the occipital bone that form a joint with the first cervical vertebra.













occipital lobe






noun






[Anatomy]

 the rearmost lobe in each cerebral hemisphere of the brain.













occipito-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the occipital lobe or the occipital bone




•
 
occipitotemporal.

















– origin

 from medieval Latin 
occipitalis

 , from Latin 
caput

 , 
capit-

 ‘head.’





occiput

 
/ˈäksəpət/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the back of the head or skull.








II.
 
derivatives





occipital

 
/äkˈsipəd(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
occiput

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
caput

 ‘head.’






Occitan

 
/ˈäksəˌtan/





I.
 
noun




the medieval or modern language of Languedoc, including literary Provençal of the12th–14th centuries.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Occitan.








III.
 
derivatives





Occitanian

 
/ˌäksəˈtānēən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 French (see also langue d'oc
 ).





occlude

 
/əˈklo͞od/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 stop, close up, or obstruct (an opening, orifice, or passage)




•
 
thick makeup can occlude the pores.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 shut (something) in




•
 
they were occluding the waterfront with a wall of buildings.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 cover (an eye) to prevent its use




•
 
it is placed at eye level with one eye occluded.










4.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 
[Chemistry]

 (of a solid) absorb and retain (a gas or impurity).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 (of a tooth) close on or come into contact with another tooth in the opposite jaw.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
occludere

 ‘shut up.’






occluded front

 
/əˈklo͞odəd frənt/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a composite front produced by occlusion.













occlusal

 
/əˈklo͞osəl/






adjective



1.
 


[Dentistry]

 of, relating to, or involved in the occlusion of teeth.




2.
 


[Dentistry]

 denoting a portion of a tooth that comes into contact with a tooth in the other jaw.













occlusion

 
/əˈklo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the blockage or closing of a blood vessel or hollow organ.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 the momentary closure of the passage of breath during the articulation of a consonant.




3.
 


[Meteorology]

 a process in which the cold front of a rotating low-pressure system overtakes the warm front, forcing the warm air upward above a wedge of cold air.




4.
 
an occluded front.




5.
 


[Dentistry]

 the position of the teeth when the jaws are closed.








II.
 
derivatives





occlusive

 
/əˈklo͞osiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
occlus-

 ‘shut up’ (from the verb 
occludere

 ) + -ion
 .





occult

 
/əˈkəlt/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the occult

 )


1.
 
supernatural, mystical, or magical beliefs, practices, or phenomena




•
 
a secret society to study alchemy and the occult.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, involving, or relating to supernatural, mystical, or magical powers or phenomena




•
 
a follower of occult practices similar to voodoo.










2.
 
beyond the range of ordinary knowledge or experience; mysterious




•
 
a weird occult sensation of having experienced the identical situation before.










3.
 
communicated only to the initiated; esoteric




•
 
the typically occult language of the time.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease or process) not accompanied by readily discernible signs or symptoms.




5.
 
(of blood) abnormally present, e.g., in feces, but detectable only chemically or microscopically.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut off from view by interposing something




•
 
a wooden screen designed to occult the competitors.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a celestial body) conceal (an apparently smaller body) from view by passing or being in front of it.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
occultation

 
/ˌäkəlˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
occultism

 
/əˈkəlˌtizəm /






noun













3.
 
occultist

 
/əˈkəltəst /






noun













4.
 
occultly

 
/əˈkəltlē /






adverb













5.
 
occultness

 
/əˈkəltnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb): from Latin 
occultare

 ‘secrete,’ frequentative of 
occulere

 ‘conceal,’ based on 
celare

 ‘to hide’; the adjective and noun from 
occult-

 ‘covered over,’ from the verb 
occulere

 .





occulting light






noun




a light in a lighthouse or buoy that is cut off briefly at regular intervals.













occupancy

 
/ˈäkyəpənsē/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of occupying a place




•
 
the house is finally ready for occupancy.










2.
 
the proportion of accommodations occupied or in use, typically in a hotel




•
 
the 70 percent occupancy needed to give a profit.



















occupant

 
/ˈäkyəpənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who resides or is present in a house, vehicle, seat, place, etc., at a given time.




2.
 
the holder of a position or office




•
 
the first occupant of the Oval Office.










3.
 


[Law]

 a person holding property, especially land, in actual possession.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the legal sense ‘person who establishes a title’): from French, or from Latin 
occupant-

 ‘seizing,’ from the verb 
occupare

 .





occupation

 
/ˌäkyəˈpāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a job or profession




•
 
his prime occupation was as editor.










2.
 
a way of spending time




•
 
a game of cards is a pretty harmless occupation.










3.
 
the action, state, or period of occupying or being occupied by military force




•
 
the Roman 
occupation of

 Britain




•
 
the Nazi occupation.










4.
 
the action of entering and taking control of a building




•
 
the workers remained 
in occupation

 until October 16.










5.
 
the action or fact of living in or using a building or other place




•
 
a property suitable for occupation by older people.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
occupatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
occupare

 (see occupy
 ). 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 16th cent.





occupational

 
/ˌäkyəˈpāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a job or profession




•
 
hepatitis B may be an occupational disease for some health-care workers.














II.
 
derivatives





occupationally






adverb





















occupational hazard

 
/ˌäkyəˈpāSHənl ˌäkyəˈpāSHnəl ˈhazərd/






noun




a risk accepted as a consequence of a particular occupation.













occupational medicine






noun




the branch of medicine dealing with the prevention and treatment of job-related injuries and illnesses.













occupational therapy





I.
 
noun




a form of therapy for those recuperating from physical or mental illness that encourages rehabilitation through the performance of activities required in daily life.








II.
 
derivatives





occupational therapist






noun





















occupied

 
/ˈäkyəˌpīd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a building, seat, etc.) being used by someone




•
 
only the first floor is fully occupied.










2.
 
busy and active




•
 
tasks that kept her occupied for the remainder of the afternoon.










3.
 
(of a place, especially a country) taken control of by military conquest or settlement




•
 
the occupied territories.




















occupy

 
/ˈäkyəˌpī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reside or have one's place of business in (a building)




•
 
the apartment she occupies in Manhattan.










2.
 
fill or take up (a space or time)




•
 
two long windows occupied almost the whole wall.










3.
 
be situated in or at (a place or position in a system or hierarchy)




•
 
on the corporate ladder, they occupy the lowest rungs.










4.
 
hold (a position or job).




5.
 
(often 
be occupied with/in

 )
 — fill or preoccupy (the mind or thoughts)




•
 
her mind was occupied with alarming questions.










6.
 
keep (someone) busy and active




•
 
Sarah 
occupied herself

 taking the coffee cups over to the sink.










7.
 
take control of (a place, especially a country) by military conquest or settlement




•
 
the region was occupied by Britain during World War I.










8.
 
enter, take control of, and stay in (a building) illegally and often forcibly, especially as a form of protest




•
 
the workers occupied the factory.














II.
 
derivatives





occupier

 
/ˈäkyəˌpī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: formed irregularly from Old French 
occuper

 , from Latin 
occupare

 ‘seize.’ A now obsolete vulgar sense ‘have sexual relations with’ seems to have led to the general avoidance of the word in the 17th and most of the 18th cent.






occur

 
/əˈkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
happen; take place




•
 
the accident occurred at about 3:30 p.m.










2.
 
exist or be found to be present in a place or under a particular set of conditions




•
 
radon occurs naturally in rocks such as granite.










3.
 
(
occur to

 )
 — (of a thought or idea) come into the mind of (someone)


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it occurred to him that he hadn't eaten.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
occurrere

 ‘go to meet, present itself,’ from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
currere

 ‘to run.’





occurrence

 
/əˈkərəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an incident or event




•
 
vandalism used to be a rare occurrence.










2.
 
the fact or frequency of something happening




•
 
the occurrence of cancer increases with age.










3.
 
the fact of something existing or being found in a place or under a particular set of conditions




•
 
the occurrence of natural gas fields.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from the plural of archaic 
occurrent

 , in the same sense, via French from Latin 
occurrent-

 ‘befalling,’ from the verb 
occurrere

 (see occur
 ).





occurrent

 
/əˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective




actually occurring or observable, not potential or hypothetical.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
occurrent-

 ‘befalling,’ from the verb 
occurrere

 .





OCD

 
/ˌōsēˈdē/






abbreviation




obsessive-compulsive disorder.














ocean

 
/ˈōSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very large expanse of sea, in particular, each of the main areas into which the sea is divided geographically




•
 
the Atlantic Ocean.










2.
 
(usu. 
the ocean

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the sea


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the ocean floor.










3.
 
(
an ocean of/oceans of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very large expanse or quantity




•
 
she had oceans of energy.














II.
 
derivatives





oceanward

 
/-wərd /

 
-wards






adverb, adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
occean

 , via Latin from Greek 
ōkeanos

 ‘great stream encircling the earth's disk.’ “The ocean” originally denoted the whole body of water regarded as encompassing the earth's single land mass.





oceanarium

 
/ˌōSHəˈnerēəm/





I.
 
noun




a large seawater aquarium in which marine animals are kept for study and public exhibit.











– origin

 1940s: from ocean
 , on the pattern of 
aquarium

 .






ocean bonito






noun




another term for skipjack
 (
sense

 1).













oceanfront

 
/ˈōSHənˌfrənt/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the land that borders an ocean.













oceangoing

 
/ˈōSH(ə)nˌɡōiNG/






adjective




(of a ship) designed to cross oceans.













Oceania

 
/ˌōSHēˈanēə ōSHēˈänēə/





I.
 
an area that encompasses the islands of the Pacific Ocean and adjacent seas.







– origin

 modern Latin, from French 
Océanie

 .





Oceanian

 
/ˌōSHēˈanēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the islands of Oceania or their inhabitants




•
 
the cool, shadowy Oceanian landscape.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the islands of Oceania




•
 
the Oceanians who progressively peopled the Pacific islands over ten centuries.



















oceanic

 
/ˌōSHēˈanik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ocean




•
 
oceanic atolls.










2.
 
of or inhabiting the part of the ocean beyond the edge of a continental shelf




•
 
stocks of oceanic fish.










3.
 
(of a climate) governed by the proximity of the ocean.




4.
 
of enormous size or extent; huge; vast




•
 
an oceanic failure.










5.
 
(
Oceanic

 )
 — of or relating to Oceania




•
 
a gallery specializing in Oceanic art.



















oceanic crust






noun






[Geology]

 the relatively thin part of the earth's crust that underlies the ocean basins. It is geologically young compared with the continental crust and consists of basaltic rock overlain by sediments.













Oceanid

 
/ōˈsēənid/





I.
 
noun






[Greek Mythology]

 a sea nymph; one of the daughters of Oceanus.











– origin

 from French 
Océanide

 , from Greek 
ōkeanis

 , 
ōkeanid-

 .






Ocean Island






another name for Banaba
 .










oceanography

 
/ˌōSHəˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with the physical and biological properties and phenomena of the sea.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oceanographer

 
/ˌōSHəˈnäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
oceanographic

 
/ˌōSH(ə)nəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
oceanographical

 
/-nəˈɡrafəkəl /






adjective





















oceanology

 
/ˌōSHəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for oceanography
 .




2.
 
the branch of technology and economics dealing with human use of the sea.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oceanological

 
/-nəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
oceanologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















oceanside

 
/ˈōSH(ə)nˌsīd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place or area of land by the sea


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an oceanside resort.



















Oceanside

 
/ˈōSH(ə)nˌsīd/






a residential and commercial city in southwestern California, north of San Diego; pop. 169,684 (est. 2008).









Ocean State






a nickname for the state of Rhode Island
 .









Oceanus

 
/ōˈsēənəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth), the personification of the great river believed to encircle the whole world.









ocellated

 
/ˈäsəˌlādəd/






adjective




(of an animal, or its plumage or body surface) having one or more ocelli, or eyelike markings.













ocellus

 
/ōˈseləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for simple eye
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for eyespot
 (
sense

 1) and.








II.
 
derivatives





ocellar

 
/ōˈselər /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
oculus

 ‘eye.’






ocelot

 
/ˈäsəˌlät ˈōsəˌlät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medium-sized wild cat that has a tawny yellow coat marked with black blotches and spots, and ranges from southern Texas through South America.

[
Felis pardalis

 , family 
Felidae

 .]




2.
 
the fur of the ocelot.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Nahuatl 
tlatlocelotl

 , literally ‘field tiger.’





ocher

 
/ˈōkər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 ochre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an earthy pigment containing ferric oxide, typically with clay, varying from light yellow to brown or red.




2.
 
a pale brownish yellow color.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ocherish

 
/ˈōk(ə)riSH /






adjective













2.
 
ocheroid

 
/ˈōk(ə)roid /






adjective













3.
 
ocherous

 
/ˈōk(ə)rəs /






adjective













4.
 
ochery






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ocre

 , via Latin from Greek 
ōkhra

 ‘yellow ocher.’





ochlocracy

 
/äkˈläkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




government by a mob; mob rule.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ochlocrat

 
/ˈäkləˌkrat /






noun













2.
 
ochlocratic

 
/ˌäkləˈkratik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French from Greek 
okhlokratia

 , from 
okhlos

 ‘mob’ + 
-kratia

 ‘power.’





ochlophobia

 
/ˌäkləˈfōbēə/






noun




extreme or irrational fear of or aversion to crowds.













Ochs, Adolph

 
/ōks/






(1858–1935), US publisher; full name 
Adolph Simon Ochs

 . He acquired 
The New York Times

 in 1896 and made it one of the nation's preeminent newspapers.









ocicat

 
/ˈäsikät, ˈōsikät/





I.
 
noun




a domestic cat of a breed having a spotted coat that resembles that of a wild cat




•
 
the ocicat loves attention and its leopard-style coat gives it a huge wow factor.

















– origin

 1970s: from ocelot
 (from a supposed resemblance to the ocelot) + -i-
 + cat
 1
 .






-ock





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns originally with diminutive sense




•
 
haddock




•
 
pollock.










2.
 
also occasionally forming words from other sources




•
 
bannock




•
 
hassock.

















– origin

 Old English 
-uc

 , 
-oc

 .





ocker

 
/ˈäkər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 a boorish or aggressive person, especially an Australian man.











– origin

 alteration of 
Oscar

 , popularized by the name of a character in an Australian television series (1965–68).





Ockham, William of






see William of Occam
 .









o'clock

 
/əˈkläk/






adverb



1.
 
used to specify the hour in telling time




•
 
the gates will open at eight o'clock.










2.
 
used following a numeral to indicate direction or bearing with reference to an imaginary clock face, 12 o'clock being thought of as directly in front or overhead.




•
 
“I think we've got some action at 11 o'clock,” he said, gesturing toward the eastern plains.



















O'Connell, Daniel

 
/ōˈkänl/






(1775–1847), Irish nationalist leader and social reformer; known as 
the Liberator

 . His election to Parliament in 1828 forced the British government to grant emancipation to Catholics in order to enable him to take his seat in the House of Commons.









O'Connor, Carroll

 
/ōˈkänər/






(1924–2001), US actor, writer, and producer. He starred as Archie Bunker in the television series 
All in the Family

 (1971–79) and 
Archie Bunker's Place

 (1979–83). He also starred in the series 
In the Heat of the Night

 (1988–95).









O'Connor, Flannery






(1925–64), US novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Mary Flannery O'Connor

 . Her short stories are notable for their dark humor and grotesque characters and are published in collections such as 
A Good Man Is Hard to Find, and Other Stories

 (1955). Notable novels: 
Wise Blood

 (1952) and 
The Violent Bear It Away

 (1960).









O'Connor, Sandra Day






(1930–), US Supreme Court associate justice 1981–2006. Appointed by President Reagan, she was the first woman to sit on the Court.









ocotillo

 
/ˌōkəˈtēyō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a spiny, scarlet-flowered desert shrub of the southwestern US and Mexico, sometimes planted as a hedge.

[
Fouquieria splendens

 , family 
Fouquieriaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via American Spanish (diminutive form) from Nahuatl 
ocotl

 ‘torch.’





OCR






abbreviation



1.
 
optical character reader.




2.
 
optical character recognition.













Ocracoke Island

 
/ˌōkrəkōk ˈīlənd/






a barrier island in eastern North Carolina, part of the Outer Banks.









ocrea

 
/ˈäkrēə, ˈōkrēə /

 
ochrea





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a sheath around a stem formed by the cohesion of two or more stipules, characteristic of the dock family.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘protective legging.’





OCS






abbreviation



1.
 


[Military]

 officer candidate school.




2.
 
Old Church Slavonic.




3.
 
outer continental shelf.













oct.






abbreviation




octavo.













Oct.






abbreviation




October.














oct-






combining form




variant spelling of octa-
 and octo-
 assimilated before a vowel (as in 
octennial

 ).














octa-

 
oct-





I.
 
combining form




eight; having eight




•
 
octahedron.

















– origin

 from Greek 
oktō

 ‘eight.’





octad

 
/ˈäktad/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a group or set of eight.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
oktas

 , 
oktad-

 , from 
oktō

 ‘eight.’





octagon

 
/ˈäktəˌɡän ˈäktəˌɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plane figure with eight straight sides and eight angles.




2.
 
an object or building with a plan or cross section of this shape.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
octagōnos

 ‘eight-angled.’





octagonal

 
/äkˈtaɡənl/






adjective




having the shape or cross section of an octagon; eight-sided




•
 
an octagonal tower.



















octahedrite

 
/ˌäktəˈhēdrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for anatase
 .




2.
 
an iron meteorite containing plates of kamacite and taenite in an octahedral orientation.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from octahedron
 + -ite
 1
 .






octahedron

 
/ˌäktəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a three-dimensional shape having eight plane faces, especially a regular solid figure with eight equal triangular faces.




2.
 
a body, especially a crystal, in the form of a regular octahedron.








II.
 
derivatives





octahedral

 
/ˌäktəˈhēdrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
oktaedron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
oktaedros

 ‘eight-faced.’





octal

 
/ˈäktl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or using a system of numerical notation that has 8 rather than 10 as a base.








II.
 
noun




the octal system; octal notation.













octamerous

 
/äkˈtamərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of eight.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of eight joints or parts.













octameter

 
/äkˈtamədər/






noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse consisting of eight metrical feet.













octane

 
/ˈäktān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless flammable hydrocarbon of the alkane series, obtained in petroleum refining.

[Chem. formula: C8
 H18
 ; many isomers, esp. the straight-chain isomer (
n

 -octane). See also isooctane
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from octo-
 ‘eight’ (denoting eight carbon atoms) + -ane
 2
 .





octane number

 
/ˈäkˌtān ˌnəmbər /

 
octane rating






noun




a figure indicating the antiknock properties of a fuel, based on a comparison with a mixture of isooctane and heptane.













octangular

 
/äkˈtaNGɡyələr/






adjective




having eight angles.













Octans

 
/ˈäktənz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a faint southern constellation (the Octant), containing the south celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Octantis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Octantis.













– origin

 Latin.





octant

 
/ˈäktənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arc of a circle equal to one eighth of its circumference, or the area enclosed by such an arc with two radii of the circle.




2.
 
each of eight parts into which a space or solid body is divided by three planes that intersect (especially at right angles) at a single point.




3.
 
an obsolete instrument in the form of a graduated eighth of a circle, used in astronomy and navigation.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
octans

 , 
octant-

 ‘half-quadrant,’ from 
octo

 ‘eight.’





octave

 
/ˈäktəv ˈäkˌtāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a series of eight notes occupying the interval between (and including) two notes, one having twice or half the frequency of vibration of the other.




2.
 
the interval between the two notes at the extremes of an octave.




3.
 
each of the two notes at the extremes of an octave.




4.
 
the two notes at the extremes of an octave sounding together.




5.
 
a poem or stanza of eight lines; an octet.




6.
 
the eighth day after a church festival, inclusive of the day of the festival.




7.
 
a period of eight days beginning with the day of a church festival.




8.
 


[Fencing]

 the last of eight standard parrying positions.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3): via Old French from Latin 
octava dies

 ‘eighth day.’





octavo

 
/äkˈtävō /

 
8vo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a size of book page that results from the folding of each printed sheet into eight leaves (sixteen pages).




2.
 
a book of octavo size.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
in octavo

 ‘in an eighth,’ from 
octavus

 ‘eighth.’





octennial

 
/äkˈtenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 recurring every eight years.




2.
 


‹rare›

 lasting for or relating to a period of eight years.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
octennium

 ‘period of eight years’ + -al
 .





octet

 
/äkˈtet /

 
octette





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of eight people or things, in particular




2.
 
a group of eight musicians.




3.
 
a musical composition for eight voices or instruments.




4.
 
the first eight lines of a sonnet.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 a stable group of eight electrons occupying a single shell in an atom.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
ottetto

 or German 
Oktett

 , on the pattern of 
duet

 and 
quartet

 .






octo-

 
oct-





I.
 
combining form




eight; having eight




•
 
octosyllabic.

















– origin

 from Latin 
octo

 or Greek 
oktō

 ‘eight.’





October

 
/äkˈtōbər/





I.
 
noun




the tenth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the second month of autumn




•
 
the project started in October




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
on an October night.

















– origin

 late Old English, from Latin, from 
octo

 ‘eight’ (being originally the eighth month of the Roman year).





October surprise






noun




any political event orchestrated (or apparently orchestrated) in the month before an election, in the hopes of affecting the outcome




•
 
even the much-vaunted October surprise might fail to move the race in one direction or another.




















October War






Arab name for Yom Kippur War
 .









Octobrist

 
/äkˈtōbrəst/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of the moderate party in the Russian Duma that supported Tsar Nicholas II's reforming manifesto of October 30, 1905.











– origin

 suggested by Russian 
oktyabrist

 .





octocentenary

 
/ˌäktōsenˈtenərē/






noun




the eight-hundredth anniversary of a significant event.













octocopter

 
/ˈäktəˌkäptər/






noun




an unmanned helicopter having eight rotors




•
 
a specially trained controller flies the octocopter across terrain that may not be accessible by traditional means.




















octodecimo

 
/ˌäktōˈdesəmō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a size of book page that results from the folding of each printed sheet into eighteen leaves (36 pages).




2.
 
a book of octodecimo size.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
in octodecimo

 ‘in an eighteenth,’ from 
octodecimus

 ‘eighteenth.’





octogenarian

 
/ˌäktəjəˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who is from 80 to 89 years old


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
his octogenarian mother-in-law.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
octogenarius

 (based on 
octoginta

 ‘eighty’) + -an
 .





octonary

 
/ˈäktəˌnerē/






adjective






‹rare›

 relating to or based on the number eight.













octopamine

 
/äkˈtōpəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that can accumulate in nerves as a result of the use of monoamine oxidase inhibitors and cause a rise in blood pressure.

[An amine related to norepinephrine; chem. formula: HOC6
 H4
 CHOHCH2
 NH2
 .]











– origin

 1940s: from octopus
 (from which it was first extracted) + amine
 .





octopod

 
/ˈäktəˌpäd/






noun






[Zoology]

 a cephalopod mollusk of the order 
Octopoda

 ; an octopus.














Octopoda

 
/äkˈtäpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of cephalopod mollusks that comprises the octopuses.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
oktōpous

 , 
oktōpod-

 , from 
oktō

 ‘eight’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’






octopus

 
/ˈäktəpəs/





I.
 
noun




a cephalopod mollusk with eight sucker-bearing arms, a soft saclike body, strong beaklike jaws, and no internal shell.

[Order 
Octopoda

 , class 
Cephalopoda

 : 
Octopus

 and other genera.]








II.
 
derivatives





octopoid

 
/-ˌpoid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
oktōpous

 (see also Octopoda
 ). / 
usage:

 The standard plural in English of 
octopus

 is 
octopuses

 . However, the word 
octopus

 comes from Greek, and the Greek plural form 
octopodes

 is still occasionally used. The plural form 
octopi

 is mistakenly formed according to rules for Latin plurals, and is therefore incorrect.





octoroon

 
/ˌäktəˈro͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person who is one-eighth black by descent.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from octo-
 ‘eight,’ on the pattern of 
quadroon

 .





octosyllabic

 
/ˌäktōsəˈlabik/






adjective




having or written in lines that have eight syllables.













octosyllable

 
/ˈäktōˌsiləb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a word or line of verse with eight syllables.








II.
 
adjective




having eight syllables.













octothorp

 
/ˈäktəˌTHôrp /

 
octothorpe





I.
 
noun




another term for the pound sign (#).











– origin

 1970s: of uncertain origin; probably from octo-
 (referring to the eight points on the symbol) + the surname 
Thorpe

 .





octrain

 
/ˈäktrān/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a group or stanza of eight lines; an octet




•
 
he insisted upon adding another octrain to the hymn.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from oct-
 + 
-rain

 , on the pattern of quatrain
 .





octroi

 
/ˈäktroi, äkˈtrwä/





I.
 
noun




a tax levied in some countries on various goods entering a town or city.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘concession,’ especially one giving an exclusive right of trade): from French 
octroyer

 ‘to grant,’ based on medieval Latin 
auctorizare

 (see authorize
 ). The current senses dates from the early 18th cent.





octuple

 
/äkˈtəpəl, -ˈt(y)o͞opəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of eight parts or things.




2.
 
eight times as many or as much.








II.
 
verb




make or become eight times as numerous or as large.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
octuple

 or Latin 
octuplus

 (both adjectives), from 
octo

 ‘eight’ + 
-plus

 (as in 
duplus

 ‘double’).





octuplet

 
/äkˈtəplit, -ˈt(y)o͞o-/






noun

 — (usu. in pl. 
octuplets

 )


1.
 
each of eight children born at one birth.













octyl

 
/ˈäktl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting an alkyl radical — C8
 H17
 , derived from octane.














ocular

 
/ˈäkyələr/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 of or connected with the eyes or vision




•
 
ocular trauma.














II.
 
noun




another term for eyepiece
 .








III.
 
derivatives





ocularly

 
/ˈäkyələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
ocularis

 , from Latin 
oculus

 ‘eye.’





ocular dominance






noun




the priority of one eye over the other as regards preference of use or acuity of vision.













ocularist

 
/ˈäkyələrəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes artificial eyes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
oculariste

 , from late Latin 
ocularis

 (see ocular
 ).





oculist

 
/ˈäkyələst/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an ophthalmologist or optometrist




•
 
he visited an oculist in Chicago, who prescribed a pair of reading glasses.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
oculiste

 , from Latin 
oculus

 ‘eye.’





oculo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the eye or the sense of vision




•
 
oculomotor.

















– origin

 from Latin 
oculus

 ‘eye.’





oculomotor

 
/ˌäkyəlōˈmōdər/






adjective




of or relating to the motion of the eye.













oculomotor nerve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the third pair of cranial nerves, supplying most of the muscles around and within the eyeballs.













oculus

 
/ˈäkyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a round or eyelike opening or design, in particular




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a circular window.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 the central boss of a volute.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 an opening at the apex of a dome.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘eye.’





od

 
/äd/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hypothetical power once thought to pervade nature and account for various phenomena, such as magnetism.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: arbitrary term coined in German by Baron von Reichenbach (1788–1869), German scientist.





Od

 
/äd/






noun




an archaic euphemism for God, used in exclamations




•
 
Od damn it all!



















OD1


 
/ˌōˈdē/






abbreviation




ordnance datum.













OD2


 
/ˌōˈdē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take an overdose of a drug




•
 
Spike had 
OD'd on

 barbiturates.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 have too much of something




•
 
I almost 
OD'd on

 mushroom salad.














II.
 
noun




an overdose of a narcotic drug.













o.d.






abbreviation




outer diameter.













odalisque

 
/ˈōdlˌisk /

 
odalisk





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a female slave or concubine in a harem, especially one in the seraglio of the sultan of Turkey.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Turkish 
odalik

 , from 
oda

 ‘chamber’ + 
lik

 ‘function.’





odd

 
/äd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
different from what is usual or expected; strange




•
 
the neighbors thought him very odd




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it's odd that she didn't recognize me.










2.
 
(of whole numbers such as 3 and 5) having one left over as a remainder when divided by two.




3.
 
[
postpositive

 in 
combination

 ]
 — in the region of or somewhat more than a particular number or quantity




•
 
she looked younger than her fifty-odd years.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — happening or occurring infrequently and irregularly; occasional




•
 
neither did she want a secret affair, snatching odd moments together.










5.
 
spare; unoccupied




•
 
when you've got an odd five minutes, could I have a word?










6.
 
separated from a usual pair or set and therefore out of place or mismatched




•
 
he's wearing odd socks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oddish






adjective





odd
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
oddness

 
/ˈädnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old Norse 
odda-

 , found in combinations such as 
odda-mathr

 ‘third or odd man,’ from 
oddi

 ‘angle.’





oddball

 
/ˈädˌbôl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a strange or eccentric person.








II.
 
adjective




strange; bizarre




•
 
oddball training methods.



















Odd Fellow

 
Oddfellow





I.
 
noun




a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, a fraternal and benevolent society.








II.
 
derivatives





Oddfellowship






noun





















oddity

 
/ˈädədē/






noun



1.
 
a strange or peculiar person, thing, or trait




•
 
she was regarded as a bit of an oddity.










2.
 
the quality of being strange or peculiar




•
 
realizing the 
oddity of

 the remark, he retracted it.



















odd job

 
/ˈäd ˈˌjäb/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
odd jobs

 )


1.
 
a casual or isolated piece of work, especially one of a routine domestic or manual nature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
odd-jobber

 
/ˌädˈjäbər /






noun













2.
 
odd-jobbing






noun





















odd lot

 
/ˌäd ˈlät/






noun



1.
 
an incomplete set or random mixture of things.




2.
 


(US)

 
[Finance]

 a transaction involving less than the usual round number of shares.













oddly

 
/ˈädlē/






adverb




in a way that is different from what is usual or expected; strangely




•
 
Mary had been behaving oddly




•
 
an oddly shaped room




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the voices sounded oddly familiar




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 


oddly enough

 , I wasn't scared.



















odd man out

 
/ˌäd ˌman ˈout/






noun




a person differing from all other members of a particular group or set in some way.













oddment

 
/ˈädmənt/






noun

 — (usu. 
oddments

 )


1.
 
a remnant or part of something, typically left over from a larger piece or set




•
 
a quilt made from oddments of silk.



















odd-pinnate

 
/ädˈpiˌnāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) pinnate with an odd terminal leaflet.













odds

 
/ädz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the ratio between the amounts staked by the parties to a bet, based on the expected probability either way




•
 
the bookies are offering 
odds of

 8-1




•
 
it is possible for the race to be won 
at

 very 
long odds

 .










2.
 
(usu. 
the odds

 )
 — the chances or likelihood of something happening or being the case




•
 


the odds are that

 he is no longer alive




•
 


the odds against

 this ever happening are high.










3.
 
(usu. 
the odds

 )
 — superiority in strength, power, or resources; advantage




•
 
she clung to the lead 
against all the odds






•
 


the odds were

 overwhelmingly 
in favor of

 the banks rather than the customer.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at odds






in conflict or at variance




•
 
his behavior is 
at odds with

 the interests of the company.















2.
 
by all odds








(N. Amer.)

 certainly; by far.









3.
 
lay (or give) odds





a.
 
offer a bet with odds favorable to the other bettor.




b.
 
be very sure about something




•
 
I'd lay odds that the person responsible is an insider.















4.
 
take odds






offer a bet with odds unfavorable to the other bettor.















– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently the plural of the obsolete noun 
odd

 ‘odd number or odd person.’





odds and ends

 
/ˈˌädz ən ˈen(d)z/






plural noun




miscellaneous articles or remnants.













oddsmaker

 
/ˈädzˌmākər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who calculates or predicts the outcome of a contest, such as a horse race or an election, and sets betting odds.













odds-on

 
/ˌädz ˈän/






adjective




(especially of a horse) rated as most likely to win




•
 
the odds-on favorite.




















odd-toed ungulate






noun




a hoofed mammal of an order that includes horses, rhinoceroses, and tapirs. Mammals of this group have either one or three toes on each foot.

Compare with even-toed ungulate
 . [Order 
Perissodactyla

 : three families.]














ode

 
/ōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lyric poem in the form of an address to a particular subject, often elevated in style or manner and written in varied or irregular meter.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a poem meant to be sung.








II.
 
derivatives





odic

 
/ˈōdik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from late Latin 
oda

 , from Greek 
ōidē

 , Attic form of 
aoidē

 ‘song,’ from 
aeidein

 ‘sing.’






-ode1






I.
 
combining form




of the nature of a specified thing




•
 
geode.

















– origin

 from Greek adjectival ending 
-ōdēs

 .





-ode2






I.
 
combining form




in names of electrodes, or devices having them




•
 
diode.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hodos

 ‘way.’





Odense

 
/ˈōdn-sə, ˈo͝od-/






a port in eastern Denmark, on the island of Fyn; pop. 158,678 (2009).










Oder

 
/ˈōdər/






a river of central Europe that rises in the mountains in western Czech Republic, flows north through western Poland to meet the Neisse River, and then continues north to form the northern part of the border between Poland and Germany before flowing into the Baltic Sea.

Czech and Polish name Odra
 .









Odessa

 
/ōˈdesə/





I.
 
a city and port on the southern coast of Ukraine, on the Black Sea; pop. 1,008,600 (est. 2009). Ukrainian name 
Odesa

 .




II.
 
a city in southwestern Texas, an oil industry center (with its neighbor Midland) in the Permian Basin; pop. 98,801 (est. 2008).









Odets, Clifford

 
/ōˈdets/






(1906–63), US playwright. He was a founding member in 1931 of the avant-garde Group Theater, which staged his well-known play, 
Waiting for Lefty

 (1935).









odeum

 
/ˈōdēəm/





I.
 
noun




(especially in ancient Greece or Rome) a building used for musical performances.











– origin

 from French 
odéum

 or Latin 
odeum

 , from Greek 
ōideion

 (see ode
 ).






Odia

 
/əˈdēə/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Odisha, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Odisha.




2.
 
the language of the Odia, an Indic language spoken by more than 31 million people.













odiferous

 
/ōˈdifərəs/






adjective




variant spelling of odoriferous
 .














Odin

 
/ˈōdən /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›


 
Woden
 , Wotan






the supreme god and creator, god of victory and the dead. Wednesday is named after him.









odious

 
/ˈōdēəs/





I.
 
adjective




extremely unpleasant; repulsive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
odiously

 
/ˈōdēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
odiousness

 
/ˈōdēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
odieus

 , from Latin 
odiosus

 , from 
odium

 ‘hatred.’






Odisha

 
/əˈdisə/






a state in eastern India, on the Bay of Bengal; capital, Bhubaneswar. Former name Orissa.









odium

 
/ˈōdēəm/





I.
 
noun




general or widespread hatred or disgust directed toward someone as a result of their actions




•
 
his job had made him the target of public hostility and odium.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘hatred,’ from the verb stem 
od-

 ‘hate.’





odometer

 
/ōˈdämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the distance traveled by a vehicle.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
odomètre

 , from Greek 
hodos

 ‘way’ + -meter
 .





Odonata

 
/ˌōdnˈätə, ōˈdänə- /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of predatory insects that comprises the dragonflies and damselflies. They have long slender bodies, two pairs of membranous wings, large compound eyes, and aquatic larvae.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
odonata

 )
 — insects of the order 
Odonata

 ; dragonflies and damselflies.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), formed irregularly from Greek 
odōn

 (variant of 
odous

 ) ‘tooth,’ with reference to the insect's mandibles.





odonate

 
/ˈōdnət, -ˌāt /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




a predatory insect of the order 
Odonata

 ; a dragonfly or damselfly.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting odonates.













O'Donnell, Rosie

 
/ōˈdänəl/






(1962–), US comedienne, actress, and talk show host; full name 
Roseann O'Donnell

 . On television, she hosted 
The Rosie O'Donnell Show

 (1996–2002) and cohosted 
The View

 (2006–07). Her acting credits include the revival of the Broadway musical 
Grease

 (1994) and the movies 
A League of Their Own

 (1992) and 
Harriet the Spy

 (1996).









odonto-





I.
 
combining form




relating to a tooth or teeth




•
 
odontology




•
 
odontophore.

















– origin

 from Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





odontoblast

 
/ōˈdän(t)əˌblast/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a cell in the pulp of a tooth that produces dentin.














Odontoceti

 
/ōˌdän(t)əˈsēdē /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
the taxonomic division that comprises the toothed whales.

[Suborder 
Odontoceti

 , order 
Cetacea

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





odontocete

 
/ōˈdän(t)əˌsēt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’ + 
ceti

 ‘of a whale’ (genitive of 
cetus

 , from Greek 
kētos

 ‘whale’).





odontoid

 
/ˌōˈdän(t)oid /

 
odontoid process





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a toothlike projection from the second cervical vertebra on which the first vertebra pivots.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
odontoeidēs

 , from 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’ + 
eidos

 ‘form.’





odontology

 
/ˌōdänˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of the structure and diseases of teeth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
odontological

 
/ōˌdän(t)əˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
odontologist

 
/ōd(ä)nˈtäləjəst /






noun





















odontophore

 
/ōˈdän(t)əˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a projection in the mouth of most mollusks that supports the radula.








II.
 
derivatives





odontophoral

 
/ˌōdänˈtäfərəl /






adjective





















odor

 
/ˈōdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 odour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive smell, especially an unpleasant one




•
 
the odor of cigarette smoke.










2.
 
a lingering quality, impression, or feeling attaching to something




•
 
an odor of suspicion.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — the state of being held in a specified regard




•
 
a decade of bad odor between Britain and the European Community.














II.
 
phrases





be in good (or bad) odor with someone






be in or out of favor with someone




•
 
the players were in bad odor with the fans.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
odor

 ‘smell, scent.’





odorant

 
/ˈōdərənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance giving off a smell, especially one used to give a particular scent or odor to a product.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘odorous’): from Old French, present participle of 
odorer

 , from Latin 
odorare

 ‘give an odor to.’ The current sense dates from the 1940s.






odoriferous

 
/ˌōdəˈrifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or giving off a smell, especially an unpleasant or distinctive one




•
 
spicily concocted with odoriferous herbs




•
 
an odoriferous pile of fish remains.














II.
 
derivatives





odoriferously

 
/ˌōdəˈrif(ə)rəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
odorifer

 ‘odor-bearing’ + -ous
 .





odorize

 
/ˈōdərīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give an odor or scent to.








II.
 
derivatives





odorizer






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
odor

 ‘odor’ + -ize
 .





odorless

 
/ˈōdərləs/






adjective




having no odor




•
 
an odorless gas.




















odorous

 
/ˈōdərəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or giving off a smell.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
odorus

 ‘fragrant’ (from 
odor

 ‘odor’) + -ous
 .






Odra

 
/ˈôdrə/






Polish name for Oder
 .










Odysseus

 
/əˈdēsēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the king of Ithaca and central figure of the 
Odyssey

 , renowned for his cunning and resourcefulness.

Roman name Ulysses
 .










Odyssey

 
/ˈädəsē/





I.
 
a Greek epic poem traditionally ascribed to Homer, describing the travels of Odysseus during his ten years of wandering after the fall of Troy. He eventually returned home to Ithaca and killed the suitors who had plagued his wife Penelope during his absence.




II.
 
(
odyssey

 )
 — a long and eventful or adventurous journey or experience




•
 
his odyssey from military man to politician.










III.
 
derivatives





Odyssean

 
/əˈdisēən /






adjective





















Oe






abbreviation




oersted(s).













OE






abbreviation




Old English.













Oea

 
/ˈēə/






ancient name for Tripoli
 (
sense

 1).









OEC






noun




short for old-earth creationism
 or old-earth creationist
 .













OECD






abbreviation




Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.













OED






abbreviation






Oxford English Dictionary

 .













Oedipal

 
/ˈedəp(ə)l ˈēdəp(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychoanalysis]

 relating to or characterized by an Oedipus complex




•
 
an Oedipal struggle.














II.
 
derivatives





Oedipally






adverb






















Oedipus

 
/ˈedəpəs ˈēdəpəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the son of Jocasta and of Laius, king of Thebes.





Left to die on a mountain by Laius, who had been told by an oracle that he would be killed by his own son, the infant Oedipus was saved by a shepherd. Returning eventually to Thebes, Oedipus solved the riddle of the sphinx, but unwittingly killed his father and married Jocasta. On discovering what he had done, he put out his own eyes in a fit of madness, and Jocasta hanged herself.






Oedipus complex

 
/ˈedəpəs ˌkämpleks/





I.
 
noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 (in Freudian theory) the complex of emotions aroused in a young child, typically around the age of four, by an unconscious sexual desire for the parent of the opposite sex and a wish to exclude the parent of the same sex. (The term was originally applied to boys, the equivalent in girls being called the 
Electra complex

 .).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: by association with Oedipus
 .





oeil-de-boeuf

 
/ˌəēdəˈbəf/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a small round window.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘ox-eye.’





OEM






abbreviation




original equipment manufacturer (an organization that makes devices from component parts bought from other organizations).













Oenone

 
/ēˈnōnē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a nymph of Mount Ida and lover of Paris, who deserted her for Helen.









oenophile

 
/ˈēnəˌfīl /

 
enophile





I.
 
noun




a connoisseur of wines.








II.
 
derivatives





oenophilist

 
/ēˈnäfəlist /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
oinos

 ‘wine’ + -phile
 .





OEO






abbreviation




Office of Economic Opportunity.













o'er

 
/ôr ōr/






adverb, preposition




archaic or poetic/literary contraction for over
 .













oersted

 
/ˈərsted /

 
Oe





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of magnetic field strength equivalent to 79.58 amperes per meter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after H. C. 
Oersted

 (see Oersted, Hans Christian
 ).






Oersted, Hans Christian

 
/ˈərsted, ˈœrstiT͟H/






(1777–1851), Danish physicist. He discovered the magnetic effect of an electric current.









Oerter, Al

 
/ôrtər/






(1936–2007), US track and field athlete; full name 
Alfred Adolf Oerter, Jr.

 He established an Olympic record for consecutive gold medals, winning the discus throw in the four Olympic games from 1956 to 1968.









oeuvre

 
/ˈəvrə ˈo͞ovrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the works of a painter, composer, or author regarded collectively




•
 
the complete oeuvre of Mozart.










2.
 
a work of art, music, or literature




•
 
an early oeuvre.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘work.’






of

 
/əv/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
expressing the relationship between a part and a whole




•
 
the sleeve of his coat




•
 
in the back of the car




•
 
the days of the week




•
 
a series of programs




•
 
a piece of cake




•
 
a lot of money.










2.
 
expressing the relationship between a scale or measure and a value




•
 
an increase of 5 percent




•
 
a height of 10 feet.










3.
 
expressing an age




•
 
a boy of fifteen.










4.
 
indicating an association between two entities, typically one of belonging




•
 
the son of a friend




•
 
the government of India




•
 
a photograph of the bride




•
 [with a 
possessive

 ]
 
a former colleague of John's.










5.
 
expressing the relationship between an author, artist, or composer and their works collectively




•
 
the plays of Shakespeare




•
 
the paintings of Rembrandt.










6.
 
expressing the relationship between a direction and a point of reference




•
 
north of Chicago




•
 
on the left of the picture.










7.
 
expressing the relationship between a general category and the thing being specified which belongs to such a category




•
 
the city of Prague




•
 
the idea of a just society




•
 
the set of all genes.










8.
 
governed by a noun expressing the fact that a category is vague




•
 
this type of book




•
 
the general kind of answer that would satisfy me.










9.
 
indicating the relationship between a verb and an indirect object.




10.
 
with a verb expressing a mental state




•
 
they must be persuaded of the severity of the problem




•
 
I don't know of anything that would be suitable.










11.
 
expressing a cause




•
 
he died of cancer.










12.
 
indicating the material or substance constituting something




•
 
the house was built of bricks




•
 
walls of stone.










13.
 


(N. Amer.)

 expressing time in relation to the following hour




•
 
it would be just a quarter of three in New York.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be of






possess intrinsically; give rise to




•
 
this work is of great interest and value.















2.
 
of all






denoting the least likely or expected example




•
 
Jordan, of all people, committed a flagrant foul.















3.
 cheek) ">
of all the nerve ( cheek)






an expression of indignation.









4.
 
of an evening (or morning, etc.)

 

‹informal›






a.
 
on most evenings (or mornings, etc.).




b.
 
at some time in the evenings (or mornings, etc.).















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
af

 and German 
ab

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
ab

 and Greek 
apo

 . / 
usage:

 It is a mistake to use 
of

 instead of 
have

 in constructions such as you should 
have

 asked (not you should 
of

 asked). For more information, see usage at have
 .





OF






abbreviation




Old French.













of-






prefix




variant spelling of ob-
 assimilated before 
f

 (as in 
offend

 ).













O'Fallon

 
/ōˈfalən/






a city in eastern Missouri, northwest of St. Louis; pop. 76,819 (est. 2008).









ofay

 
/ˈōfā/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an offensive term for a white person, used by black people.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






off

 
/ôf äf/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
away from the place in question; to or at a distance




•
 
the man ran off




•
 
she dashed off to her room




•
 
we must be off now.










2.
 
away from the main route




•
 
turning off for Ripon.










3.
 
so as to be removed or separated




•
 
he whipped off his coat




•
 
a section of the runway had been cordoned off.










4.
 
absent; away from work




•
 
take a day off




•
 
he is off on sick leave.










5.
 
starting a journey or race; leaving




•
 
the gunmen made off on foot




•
 
they're off!










6.
 
so as to bring to an end or be discontinued




•
 
the Christmas party rounded off a hugely successful year




•
 
she broke off her reading to look at her husband.










7.
 
canceled




•
 
tell them the wedding's off.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a menu item) temporarily unavailable




•
 
strawberries are off.










9.
 
(of an electrical appliance or power supply) not functioning or so as to cease to function




•
 
switch the TV off




•
 
the electricity was off for four days.










10.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 having access to or possession of material goods or wealth to the extent specified




•
 
we'd been rather 
badly off for

 books




•
 
how are you off for money?














II.
 
preposition



1.
 
moving away and often down from




•
 
he rolled off the bed




•
 
the coat slipped off his arms




•
 
trying to get us off the stage.










2.
 
situated or leading in a direction away from (a main route or intersection)




•
 
single wires leading off the main lines




•
 
a backstreet off Olympic Boulevard.










3.
 
out at sea from (a place on the coast)




•
 
anchoring off Blue Bay




•
 
six miles off Dunkirk.










4.
 
so as to be removed or separated from




•
 
threatening to tear it off its hinges




•
 
they are knocking $2,000 off the price




•
 


‹figurative›

 it's a huge burden off my shoulders.










5.
 
absent from




•
 
I took a couple of days off work.










6.
 


‹informal›

 abstaining from




•
 
he managed to stay off alcohol.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — characterized by someone performing or feeling worse than usual; unsatisfactory or inadequate




•
 
even the greatest athletes have 
off days

 .










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of food) no longer fresh




•
 
the fish was a bit off.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — located on the side of a vehicle that is normally furthest from the curb; offside.

Compare with near
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective).




4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 annoying or unfair




•
 
His boss deducted the money from his pay. That was a bit off.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 unwell




•
 
I felt decidedly off.














IV.
 
noun






[Cricket]

 the half of the field (as divided lengthways through the pitch) toward which the batsman's feet are pointed when standing to receive the ball.

The opposite of leg
 .








V.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 kill; murder




•
 
she might off a cop, but she wouldn't shoot her boyfriend.














VI.
 
phrases





off and on






intermittently; now and then.















– origin

 Old English, originally a variant of of
 (which combined the senses of ‘of’ and ‘off’). / 
usage:

 
Off of

 is often used in place of the preposition 
off

 in contexts such as she picked it up 
off of

 the floor (compared with she picked it up 
off

 the floor). Although 
off of

 is recorded from the 16th century (it was used by Shakespeare) and is logically parallel to the standard 
out of

 , it is regarded as incorrect in standard modern English.





Off.






abbreviation



1.
 
Office.




2.
 
Officer.













offa






preposition






‹informal›

 off of; off from




•
 
get offa your horse!



















Offa

 
/ˈôfə, ˈäfə/






(died 796), king of Mercia 757–796. He organized the construction of Offa's Dyke, a series of earthworks marking the traditional boundary between England and Wales.









off-air






adjective, adverb



1.
 
not being broadcast


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he is exactly the same off-air as he is on.










2.
 
of or relating to the reception of programs not broadcast by cable or satellite




•
 
an area where off-air reception is poor.



















offal

 
/ˈôfəl ˈäfəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the entrails and internal organs of an animal used as food.




2.
 
refuse or waste material.




3.
 
decomposing animal flesh.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘refuse from a process’): probably suggested by Middle Dutch 
afval

 , from 
af

 ‘off’ + 
vallen

 ‘to fall.’





Offaly

 
/ˈôfəlē, ˈäf-/






a county in the central part of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster; county town, Tullamore.









off balance





I.
 
adjective




not even, stable, or in correct proportions




•
 
slightly off-balance performances by the show's leads




•
 
an addiction that could destroy his already off-balance existence.














II.
 
phrases





throw (or catch) someone off balance





a.
 
cause someone to become unsteady and in danger of falling.




b.
 
confuse or bewilder someone.

















offbeat





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈôfˌbēt /



1.
 


[Music]

 not coinciding with the beat.




2.
 


‹informal›

 unconventional; unusual




•
 
she's a little offbeat, but she's a wonderful actress.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈôfˌbēt /



1.
 


[Music]

 any of the normally unaccented beats in a bar.













off-brand

 
/ˈôfˌbrand/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an unknown, unpopular, or inferior brand of retail product




•
 
you bought me off-brand sneakers instead of Keds.



















off-Broadway

 
Off-Broadway
 , off Broadway
 , Off Broadway





I.
 
adjective, adverb




(of a theater, play, or performer) located in, appearing in, or associated with an area of New York City other than the Broadway theater district, typically with reference to experimental and less commercial productions.








II.
 
noun




off-Broadway theaters and productions collectively.













off-campus

 
/ôfˈkampəs/






adjective, adverb




away from a university or college campus




•
 
asked to live in an off-campus residence.



















off-center

 
/ˌôfˈsen(t)ər/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
not quite in the center of something.




2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — strange or eccentric




•
 
people say she's off-center.



















off-color

 
/ˌôfˈkələr /

 
off color






adjective



1.
 
somewhat indecent or in poor taste




•
 
off-color jokes.










2.
 
of the wrong or an inferior color




•
 
the new paint doesn't match, it's off-color.










3.
 
(of a diamond) neither white nor any definite color.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 slightly unwell




•
 
I'm feeling a bit off-color.



















off-dry

 
/ˌôfˈdrī/






adjective




(of wine) having a nearly dry flavor, with just a trace of sweetness.













Offenbach, Jacques

 
/ˈôfənˌbäk, ˈäf-/






(1819–80), German composer, a resident of France from 1833; born 
Jacob Offenbach

 . He contributed to the rise of the operetta with such works as 
Orpheus in the Underworld

 (1858) and 
The Tales of Hoffmann

 (1881).










offend

 
/əˈfend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to feel upset, annoyed, or resentful




•
 
viewers said they had been offended by bad language.










2.
 
be displeasing to




•
 
he didn't smoke and the smell of ash offended him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
offending

 )
 
they must redesign the offending section of road.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — commit an illegal act




•
 
a small hard core of young criminals who offend again and again.










4.
 
break a commonly accepted rule or principle




•
 
those activities which 
offend against

 public order and decency.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
offendre

 , from Latin 
offendere

 ‘strike against.’





offended

 
/əˈfendəd/





I.
 
adjective




resentful or annoyed, typically as a result of a perceived insult




•
 
she sounded slightly offended.














II.
 
derivatives





offendedly






adverb





















offender

 
/əˈfendər/






noun



1.
 
a person who commits an illegal act




•
 
an institution for juvenile offenders.










2.
 
a person or thing that offends, does something wrong, or causes problems




•
 
of atmospheric pollutants, the worst offender is sulfur dioxide




•
 
he himself may be an offender of the very issues he is discussing.



















offense

 
/əˈfens /

 


‹Brit.›

 offence





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a breach of a law or rule; an illegal act




•
 
neither offense violates any federal law.










2.
 
a thing that constitutes a violation of what is judged to be right or natural




•
 
the outcome is an 
offense to

 basic justice.










3.
 
annoyance or resentment brought about by a perceived insult to or disregard for oneself or one's standards or principles




•
 
he went out, making it clear he'd 
taken offense






•
 
I didn't intend to 
give offense

 .










4.
 

/əˈfens ˈäfens /

 — the action of attacking


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
reductions in strategic offense arsenals.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in sports) the team or players who are attempting to score or advance the ball.




6.
 
(in sports) the condition of possessing the ball or being on the team attempting to score.








II.
 
phrases





no offense








‹informal›

 do not be offended.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
offens

 ‘misdeed,’ from Latin 
offensus

 ‘annoyance,’ reinforced by French 
offense

 , from Latin 
offensa

 ‘a striking against, a hurt, or displeasure’; based on Latin 
offendere

 ‘strike against.’





offensive





I.
 
adjective



1.
 

/əˈfensiv /

 — causing someone to feel deeply hurt, upset, or angry




•
 
the allegations made are deeply offensive to us




•
 
offensive language.










2.
 
(of a sight or smell) disgusting; repulsive




•
 
an offensive odor.










3.
 

/ˈäfensiv /
 [
attrib.

 ]
 — actively aggressive; attacking




•
 
offensive operations against the insurgents.










4.
 
(of a weapon) meant for use in attack.




•
 
he is also accused of possessing an 
offensive weapon

 .










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (in a game) of or relating to the team or player who is seeking to score.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/əˈfensiv /



1.
 
an attacking military campaign




•
 
an impending military offensive against the guerrillas.










2.
 
an organized and forceful campaign to achieve something, typically a political or social end




•
 
the need to 
launch an offensive

 against crime.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on the offensive






act or be ready to act aggressively.









2.
 
go on (or take) the offensive






take the initiative by beginning to attack or act aggressively




•
 
security forces took the offensive ten days ago.


















IV.
 
derivatives





offensiveness

 
/əˈfensivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
offensif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
offensivus

 , from Latin 
offens-

 ‘struck against,’ from the verb 
offendere

 (see offend
 ).





offensively

 
/əˈfensivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes resentment, upset, or disgust




•
 
he behaved offensively to fellow guests




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
offensively loud music.










2.
 
in an actively aggressive or attacking manner




•
 
they intended to fight the war offensively




•
 
our team did an amazing job offensively and defensively.




















offer

 
/ˈôfər ˈäfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
two objs.

 ]


1.
 
present or proffer (something) for (someone) to accept or reject as so desired




•
 
may I offer you a drink?










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — express readiness or the intention to do something for or on behalf of someone


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he offered to fix the gate




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Can I help you, dear?” a kindly voice offered.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be offered

 )
 — make available for sale




•
 
the product is offered at a very competitive price.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (access or an opportunity)




•
 
the highway offers easy access to the public beaches




•
 
a good understanding of what a particular career can offer.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — present (a prayer or sacrifice) to a deity




•
 
villagers have gone to offer prayers for the souls of the sailors.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make an attempt at or show one's readiness for (violence or resistance)




•
 
he had to offer some resistance to her tirade.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 give an opportunity for (battle) to an enemy




•
 
Darius was about to meet him and to offer battle.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression of readiness to do or give something if desired


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he had accepted Mallory's offer to buy him a drink




•
 
a job offer.










2.
 
an amount of money that someone is willing to pay for something




•
 
the prospective purchaser who made the highest offer.










3.
 
a specially reduced price or terms for something on sale




•
 
the offer runs right up until Christmas Eve.










4.
 
a proposal of marriage.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have something to offer






have something available to be used or appreciated.









2.
 
offer one's hand






extend one's hand to be shaken as a sign of friendship.









3.
 
on offer






available




•
 
the number of permanent jobs on offer is relatively small.















4.
 
open to offers






willing to sell something or do a job for a reasonable price.












IV.
 
derivatives





offerer

 
/ˈôf(ə)rər ˈäf(ə)rər /

 
offeror






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
offrian

 ‘sacrifice (something) to a deity,’ of Germanic origin, from Latin 
offerre

 ‘bestow, present’ (in ecclesiastical Latin ‘offer to God’), reinforced by French 
offrir

 (which continued to express the primary sense). The noun (late Middle English) is from French 
offre

 .





offering

 
/ˈôf(ə)riNG ˈäf(ə)riNG/






noun



1.
 
a thing offered, especially as a gift or contribution




•
 
animals as sacrificial offerings.










2.
 
a thing produced or manufactured for entertainment or sale




•
 
Hollywood's latest offerings for the European market.










3.
 
a contribution, especially of money, to a church.




4.
 
a thing offered as a religious sacrifice or token of devotion.














offering price






noun




the price at which a dealer or institution is prepared to sell securities or other assets.

Compare with bid price
 .













offertory

 
/ˈôfərˌtôrē ˈäfərˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 the offering of the bread and wine at the Eucharist.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 prayers or music accompanying this.




3.
 


[Christian Church]

 an offering or collection of money made at a religious service.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
offertorium

 ‘offering,’ from late Latin 
offert-

 (which replaced Latin 
oblat-

 ) ‘offered,’ from the verb 
offerre

 (see offer
 ).





off-gas

 
/ˈôfˌɡas/





I.
 
noun




a gas that is given off, especially one emitted as the byproduct of a chemical process.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give off a chemical, especially a harmful one, in the form of a gas.














off-glide

 
/ˈôfˌɡlīd/






noun






[Phonetics]

 a glide produced just following the articulation of another speech sound.

Compare with on-glide
 .













offhand

 
/ˌôfˈhand/





I.
 
adjective




ungraciously or offensively nonchalant or cool in manner




•
 
his offhand way of talking.














II.
 
adverb




without previous thought or consideration




•
 
I can't think of a better answer offhand.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
offhandedly

 
/ˌôfˈhandədlē /






adverb













2.
 
offhandedness

 
/ˌôfˈhandədnəs /






noun





















off-hours

 
/ˈôfˌou(ə)rz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 the time when one is not at work; one's leisure time.














office

 
/ˈôfis ˈäfis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room, set of rooms, or building used as a place for commercial, professional, or bureaucratic work




•
 
computers first appeared in offices in the late 1970s




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an office job.










2.
 
the local center of a large business




•
 
a company that has four U.S. and four European offices.










3.
 
a room, department, or building used to provide a particular service




•
 
a ticket office




•
 
a post office.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the consulting room of a professional person.




5.
 
a position of authority, trust, or service, typically one of a public nature




•
 
the office of attorney general.










6.
 
tenure of an official position, especially a government position




•
 
a year ago, when the president 
took office






•
 
he was ejected from office in 1988.










7.
 
(
Office

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the quarters, staff, or collective authority of a particular government department or agency




•
 
the Foreign Office.










8.
 
(usu. 
offices

 )
 — a service or kindness done for another person or group of people.




9.
 


‹dated›

 a duty attaching to one's position; a task or function




•
 
the offices of a nurse




•
 
rescued 
through the good offices of

 the Italian Ambassador, he was returned safely to England.










10.
 
(also 
Divine Office

 )
 — 

[Christian Church]

 the series of services of prayers and psalms said (or chanted) daily by Roman Catholic priests, members of religious orders, and other clergy.




11.
 
a prayer service conducted daily as part of the Divine Office




•
 
the noon office.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
officium

 ‘performance of a task’ (in medieval Latin also ‘office, divine service’), based on 
opus

 ‘work’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’





office boy






noun




a young man employed to do less important jobs in a business office.













office girl






noun




a young woman employed to do routine tasks in a business office




•
 
a New York office girl.



















officeholder

 
/ˈôfisˌhōldər/






noun




a person who holds public office.














office hours






plural noun




the hours during which business is normally conducted.













office park






noun




an area where a number of office buildings are built together on landscaped grounds.













officer

 
/ˈôfisər ˈäfisər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person holding a position of command or authority in the armed services, in the merchant marine, or on a passenger ship.




2.
 
a policeman or policewoman.




3.
 
a bailiff.




4.
 
a holder of a public, civil, or ecclesiastical office




•
 
a probation officer




•
 
the chief medical officer.










5.
 
a holder of a post in a society, company, or other organization, especially one who is involved at a senior level in its management




•
 
a chief executive officer.










6.
 
a member of a certain grade in some honorary orders.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with military officers




•
 
the aristocracy continued to wield considerable political power, officering the army.










2.
 
act as the commander of (a unit)




•
 
foreign mercenaries were hired to officer new regiments.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from medieval Latin 
officiarius

 , from Latin 
officium

 (see office
 ).





officer of arms






noun






[Heraldry]

 a heraldic official; a herald or pursuivant.













official

 
/əˈfiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to an authority or public body and its duties, actions, and responsibilities




•
 
the governor's official engagements.










2.
 
having the approval or authorization of an authority or public body




•
 
French is the official language of Quebec.










3.
 
employed by an authority or public body in a position of authority or trust




•
 
an official spokesman.










4.
 
emanating from or attributable to a person in office; properly authorized




•
 
official statistics.










5.
 


‹often derogatory›

 perceived as characteristic of officials and bureaucracy; officious




•
 
he sat up straight and became official.














II.
 
noun




a person holding public office or having official duties, especially as a representative of an organization or government department




•
 
a union official.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
officialism






noun













2.
 
officialize






verb



















– origin

 Middle English (originally as a noun): via Old French from Latin 
officialis

 , from 
officium

 (see office
 ).





officialdom

 
/əˈfiSHəldəm ōˈfiSHəldəm/






noun






‹often derogatory›

 the officials in an organization or government department, considered as a group




•
 
his many encounters with officialdom and bureaucracy




•
 
the union officialdom has extended its hand to the government.



















officialese

 
/əˌfiSHəˈlēz/






noun




the formal and typically verbose style of writing considered to be characteristic of official documents, especially when it is difficult to understand.













officially

 
/əˈfiSHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a formal and public way




•
 
next month the election campaign will officially begin.










2.
 
with the authority of the government or some other organization




•
 
it was officially acknowledged that the economy was in recession.










3.
 
in public and for official purposes but not necessarily so in reality


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
there is a possibility he was murdered—officially, he died in a car crash.



















officiant

 
/əˈfiSHēənt ōˈfiSHēənt/





I.
 
noun




a person, typically a priest or minister, who performs a religious service or ceremony.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
officiant-

 ‘performing divine service,’ from the verb 
officiare

 .





officiate

 
/əˈfiSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
act as an official in charge of something, as a sporting event




•
 
the first woman to officiate a men's basketball game.










2.
 
perform a religious service or ceremony




•
 
he baptized children and officiated at weddings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
officiation

 
/əˌfiSHēˈāSHən /






noun













2.
 
officiator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
officiare

 ‘perform divine service,’ from 
officium

 (see office
 ).





officinal

 
/əˈfisənl/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly historical›

 (of an herb or drug) standardly used in medicine.








II.
 
derivatives





officinally






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun denoting an officinal medicine): from medieval Latin 
officinalis

 ‘storeroom for medicines,’ from Latin 
officina

 ‘workshop.’





officious

 
/əˈfiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
assertive of authority in an annoyingly domineering way, especially with regard to petty or trivial matters




•
 
a policeman came to move them on, an officious, spiteful man.










2.
 
intrusively enthusiastic in offering help or advice; interfering




•
 
an officious bystander.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
officiously

 
/əˈfiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
officiousness

 
/əˈfiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
officiosus

 ‘obliging,’ from 
officium

 (see office
 ). The original sense was ‘performing its function, efficacious,’ whence ‘ready to help or please’ (mid 16th cent.), later becoming depreciatory (late 16th cent).





offing

 
/ˈôfiNG ˈäfiNG/





I.
 
noun




the more distant part of the sea in view.








II.
 
phrases





in the offing






likely to happen or appear soon




•
 
there are several initiatives in the offing.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from off
 + -ing
 1
 .





offish

 
/ˈôfiSH ˈäfiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 aloof or distant in manner; not friendly




•
 
he was being offish with her.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
offishly






adverb













2.
 
offishness






noun





















off-island

 
/ˌôfˈīlənd/





I.
 
adverb




away from an island.








II.
 
noun




an island off the shore of a larger or central island.








III.
 
adjective




located on or coming from an island off the shore of a larger island.








IV.
 
derivatives





off-islander






noun





















off-key






adjective, adverb



1.
 
(of music or singing) not having the correct tone or pitch; out of tune.




2.
 
not in accordance with what is appropriate or correct in the circumstances


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
some of the cinematic effects are distractingly off-key.



















off-kilter






adjective, adverb



1.
 
not aligned or balanced.




2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — unconventional or eccentric




•
 
an off-kilter comedy about living in mud.



















off-label






adjective




relating to the prescription of a drug for a condition other than that for which it has been officially approved




•
 
the off-label use of potent antipsychotic medications




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
children with severe anxiety disorders are given antidepressants off label.



















off-licence






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a store selling alcoholic beverages for consumption elsewhere.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a license for this.













offline

 
/ˈôfˌlīn ˌôfˈlīn /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
adjective




not controlled by or directly connected to a computer or external network.








II.
 
adverb

 — (also 
off line

 )


1.
 
while not directly controlled by or connected to a computer or external network.




2.
 
with a delay between the production of data and its processing.













offload

 
/ˌôfˈlōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unload (a cargo)




•
 
men were offloading bags of salt.










2.
 
rid oneself of (something) by selling or passing it on to someone else




•
 
a dealer offloaded 5,000 of these shares on a client.










3.
 
relieve oneself of (a problem or worry) by talking to someone else




•
 
it would be nice to have been able to offload your worries onto someone.










4.
 


[Computing]

 move (data or a task) from one processor to another in order to free the first processor for other tasks




•
 
a system designed to offload the text on to a host computer.



















off-market






adjective






[Stock Market]

 denoting or relating to a securities deal not made on a recognized stock exchange




•
 
off-market investments.



















off-message

 
/ˌôfˈmesij/






adjective




departing from an expected or regular theme or issue.













off-off-Broadway

 
/ˌôfˌôfˈbrôdˌwā /

 
off-off Broadway
 , Off-Off-Broadway
 , Off-Off Broadway





I.
 
adjective, adverb




denoting or relating to avant-garde, experimental theatrical productions in New York City taking place in small or informal venues.








II.
 
noun




off-off-Broadway theatrical productions.













off-patent

 
/ôf ˈpatnt, äf/






adjective, adverb




no longer subject to patent restrictions.













off-peak

 
/ˌôfˈpēk/






adjective, adverb




at a time when demand is less


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
off-peak travel.



















off-piste






adjective, adverb



1.
 


[Skiing]

 away from prepared ski runs


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
challenging expanses of off-piste skiing.










2.
 


[Skiing]

 so as to deviate from what is conventional, usual, or expected


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
on this occasion I went off-piste and booked in at The Griffin, a place none of us had ever visited before.




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an off-piste show.



















off-pitch






adjective




not of the correct pitch




•
 
off-pitch singing.



















off-price

 
/ˈôfˌprīs /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a method of retailing in which brand-name goods (especially clothing) are sold for less than the usual retail price


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an off-price store.














II.
 
adverb




using the off-price method of retailing




•
 
selling goods off-price.



















offprint

 
/ˈôfˌprint ˈäfˌprint/






noun




a printed copy of an article that originally appeared as part of a larger publication.













off-putting





I.
 
adjective




unpleasant, disconcerting, or repellent




•
 
his scar is somewhat off-putting.














II.
 
derivatives





off-puttingly






adverb





















off-ramp






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a one-way road leading off a main highway.














off rhyme






noun




another term for near rhyme
 .













off-road





I.
 
adverb




away from a smooth road; on rough terrain.








II.
 
adjective




(of a vehicle or bicycle) designed for use over rough terrain.













off-roading





I.
 
noun




the activity or sport of driving a motor vehicle over rough terrain.








II.
 
derivatives





off-roader

 
/ˈôf ˈˌrōdər ˈäf ˈˌrōdər /






noun





















offscourings

 
/ˈôfˌskouriNGz/






plural noun




refuse, rubbish, or dregs.













off-screen

 
off screen
 , offscreen





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not appearing on a movie or television screen




•
 
he drawls to an off-screen interrogator.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — happening in real life rather than fictionally on-screen




•
 
they were off-screen lovers.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
outside what can be seen on a movie or television screen




•
 
the girl is looking off-screen to the right.










2.
 
in real life rather than fictionally in a movie or on television




•
 
happy endings rarely happen off-screen.



















off-season

 
offseason
 , off season





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a time of year when a particular activity, typically a sport, is not engaged in




•
 
during baseball's winter off-season.










2.
 
a time of year when business in a particular sphere is slack


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
off-season rates.














II.
 
adverb




in or during the off-season




•
 
he never trains off-season.




















offset





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈôfˌset ˈäfˌset /



1.
 
a consideration or amount that diminishes or balances the effect of a contrary one




•
 
an offset against taxable profits.










2.
 
the amount or distance by which something is out of line




•
 
these wheels have an offset of four inches.










3.
 


[Surveying]

 a short distance measured perpendicularly from the main line of measurement.




4.
 


[Electronics]

 a small deviation or bias in a voltage or current.




5.
 
a side shoot from a plant serving for propagation.




6.
 
a spur in a mountain range.




7.
 


[Architecture]

 a sloping ledge in a wall or other feature where the thickness of the part above is diminished.




8.
 
a bend in a pipe to carry it past an obstacle.




9.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a method of printing in which ink is transferred from a plate or stone to a uniform rubber surface and from that to the paper.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌôfˈset ˈôfˌset /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — counteract (something) by having an opposing force or effect




•
 
the deficit has been more than offset by capital inflows.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place out of line




•
 
several places where the ridge was offset at right angles to its length.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of ink or a freshly printed page) transfer an impression to the next leaf or sheet.













offshoot

 
/ˈôfˌSHo͞ot ˈäfˌSHo͞ot/






noun



1.
 
a side shoot or branch on a plant.




2.
 
a thing that originated or developed from something else




•
 
commercial offshoots of universities.




















offshore

 
/ˌôfˈSHôr ˌäfˈSHôr/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
situated at sea some distance from the shore


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
this huge stretch of coastline is dominated by offshore barrier islands




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
we dropped anchor offshore.










2.
 
(of the wind) blowing toward the sea from the land.




3.
 
of or relating to the business of extracting oil or gas from the seabed




•
 
offshore drilling.










4.
 
made, situated, or conducting business abroad, especially in order to take advantage of lower costs or less stringent regulation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
deposits in offshore accounts.










5.
 
of, relating to, or derived from a foreign country


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
offshore politics.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relocate (a business or department) to a foreign country to take advantage of lower costs




•
 
firms had offshored some activities by early 2004.




















offshoring

 
/äfˈSHôriNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of basing some of a company's processes or services overseas, so as to take advantage of lower costs.











– origin

 1980s: from offshore
 + -ing
 1
 .





offside

 
/ˌôfˈsīd/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
(of a player in certain sports) occupying an unlawful position on the field, in particular




2.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 moving into the attacking zone ahead of the puck.




3.
 
(usu. 
offsides

 )
 — 

[Football]

 over the scrimmage line or otherwise ahead of the ball before the play has begun.




4.
 


[Soccer]

 in the attacking half ahead of the ball and having fewer than two defenders nearer the goal line at the moment the ball is played.




5.
 


[Field Hockey]

 in the attacking half of the field when there are fewer than three defenders nearer the goal line at the moment the ball is played.








II.
 
noun




the fact or an instance of being offside.













offside trap






noun






[Soccer]

 a maneuver in which players on the defending team push upfield in order to put one or more opposing players into an offside position.













off-site






adjective, adverb




taking place or situated away from a particular site or premises.













off-speed






adjective




slower than expected.













offspring

 
/ˈôfˌspriNG ˈäfˌspriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's child or children




•
 
the offspring of middle-class parents.










2.
 
an animal's young.




3.
 
the product or result of something




•
 
German nationalism was the offspring of military ambition.

















– origin

 Old English 
ofspring

 (see off
 , spring
 ).





offstage

 
/ˌôfˈstāj ˌäfˈstāj/






adjective, adverb




(in a theater) not on the stage and so not visible to the audience.













off-the-shoulder

 
/ˌôfT͟HəˈSHōldər/






adjective




(especially of a dress or blouse) not covering the shoulders.













off-topic






adjective, adverb




(especially of posts on an Internet message board) not relevant to the subject in question


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
his second comment is entirely off-topic




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
you're drifting off-topic.



















off-track

 
/ˌôfˈtrak/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of betting on a race) situated or taking place away from a racetrack.













off-white






noun




a white color with a gray or yellowish tinge


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a frilly off-white blouse.



















off-world





I.
 
noun




in science fiction, any place away from the earth, or from that world that serves as the location of a given narrative or is regarded in a given context as the native world.








II.
 
adjective




involving, located in, inhabiting, or coming from, a place outside the native world.








III.
 
adverb




away from the native world.








IV.
 
derivatives





off-worlder






noun





















off year






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a year in which there is no major election, especially one in which there is a congressional election but no presidential election


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
November was an off-year election month.










2.
 


(US)

 a year that is inferior or substandard compared to previous ones




•
 
it's very difficult to make good wines in off years.



















Oflag

 
/ˈôfˌläɡ, ˈäf-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a German prison camp for captured enemy officers.

Compare with Stalag
 .











– origin

 German, contraction of 
Offizier(s)lager

 ‘officers' camp.’





OFM





I.
 
abbreviation




Order of Friars Minor (Franciscans).











– origin

 Latin 
Ordo Fratrum Minorum

 .






oft

 
/ôft äft/





I.
 
adverb




archaic, poetic/literary, or jocular form of often
 :


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an oft-quoted tenet.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German 
oft

 .






often

 
/ˈôf(t)ən ˈäf(t)ən/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
frequently; many times




•
 
he often goes for long walks by himself




•
 
how often do you have your hair cut?










2.
 
in many instances




•
 
vocabulary often reflects social standing.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as often as not






quite frequently or commonly




•
 
I had two homes really, because as often as not I was down at her house.















2.
 
more often than not






usually




•
 
food is scarce and more often than not they go hungry.





















– origin

 Middle English: extended form of oft
 , probably influenced by 
selden

 ‘seldom.’ Early examples appear to be northern English; the word became general in the 16th cent. / 
usage:

 When pronouncing 
often

 , some speakers sound the t, saying /ˈôftən/; for others, it is silent, as in soften, fasten, listen . Either pronunciation is acceptable, although /ˈôfən/ is more common.





oftentimes

 
/ˈôf(t)ənˌtīmz ˈäf(t)ənˌtīmz/





I.
 
adverb




often.











– origin

 late Middle English: extended form of ofttimes
 , influenced by often
 .






ofttimes

 
/ˈôftīmz/






adverb




archaic or poetic/literary form of often
 .













OG






abbreviation




officer of the guard.













Ogaden

 
/ˌôɡəˈden, ˌäɡə-, ōˈɡäden/





(
the Ogaden

 )


1.
 
a desert region in southeastern Ethiopia, largely inhabited by Somali nomads. It has been claimed by successive governments of neighboring Somalia.













Ogallala Aquifer

 
/ˌōɡəˌlälə ˈäkwəfər/






a vast groundwater resource under eight US states, used especially for crop irrigation, that stretches from southern South Dakota to western Texas and eastern New Mexico.









Ogbomosho

 
/ˌäɡbəˈmōSHō/






a city and agricultural market in southwestern Nigeria, north of Ibadan; pop. 951,000 (est. 2007).









Ogden

 
/ˈäɡdən/






an industrial city in northern Utah, north of Salt Lake City, site of the US Air Force base; pop. 82,865 (est. 2008).









ogdoad

 
/ˈäɡdəˌwad/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a group or set of eight.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
ogdoas

 , 
ogdoad-

 , from 
ogdoos

 ‘eighth,’ from 
oktō

 ‘eight.’






ogee

 
/ōˈjē /

 

‹Architecture›






I.
 
adjective




having a double continuous S-shaped curve.








II.
 
noun




an S-shaped line or molding.








III.
 
derivatives





ogeed






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from ogive
 (with which it was originally synonymous). The current sense arose in the late 17th cent.





ogee arch






noun






[Architecture]

 an arch with two ogee curves meeting at the apex.













ogham

 
/ˈäɡəm /

 
ogam





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient British and Irish alphabet, consisting of twenty characters formed by parallel strokes on either side of or across a continuous line.




2.
 
an inscription in or character from the ogham alphabet.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Irish 
ogam

 , connected with 
Ogma

 , the name of its mythical inventor.






ogive

 
/ōˈjīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a pointed or Gothic arch.




2.
 
one of the diagonal groins or ribs of a vault.




3.
 
a thing having the profile of an ogive, especially the head of a projectile or the nose cone of a rocket.




4.
 


[Statistics]

 a cumulative frequency graph.








II.
 
derivatives





ogival

 
/ōˈjīv(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, of unknown origin.





Oglala

 
/ōɡˈlälə /

 
Ogalala





I.
 
noun




a member of the chief division of the Lakota people.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Oglala.











– origin

 the name in Lakota.





ogle

 
/ˈōɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stare at in a lecherous manner




•
 
he was ogling her breasts




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
men who had turned up to ogle.














II.
 
noun




a lecherous look.








III.
 
derivatives





ogler

 
/ˈōɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Low German or Dutch; compare with Low German 
oegeln

 , frequentative of 
oegen

 ‘look at.’





Oglethorpe, James

 
/ˈōɡəlˌTHôrp/






(1696–1785), British soldier and politician; full name 
James Edward Oglethorpe

 . A member of Parliament 1722–54, he received the charter for the colony of Georgia in 1732 and founded Savannah 1733. In 1742, he assured the survival of Georgia by defeating the Spanish at Bloody Marsh.










OGPU

 
/ˈäɡˌpo͞o ˌōˌjēˌpēˈyo͞o /

 
Ogpu





I.
 
an organization for investigating and combating counterrevolutionary activities in the former Soviet Union, existing from 1922 (1922–23 as the GPU) to 1934 and replacing the Cheka. It was absorbed into the NKVD in 1934.







– origin

 acronym from Russian 
Obʺedinënnoe gosudarstvennoe politicheskoe upravlenie

 ‘Unified State Political Directorate.’





ogre

 
/ˈōɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in folklore) a man-eating giant.




2.
 
a cruel or terrifying person.








II.
 
derivatives





ogreish

 
/ˈōɡ(ə)riSH /

 
ogrish






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, first used by the French writer Perrault in 1697.





ogress

 
/ˈōɡrəs/






noun




a female ogre.














oh1


 
/ō/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express a range of emotions including surprise, anger, disappointment, or joy, or when reacting to something that has just been said




•
 
“Oh no,” said Daisy, appalled




•
 
Me? Oh, I'm fine




•
 
oh, shut up.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
oh boy






used to express surprise or excitement.









2.
 
oh well






used to express resignation




•
 
oh well, please yourself.















3.
 
oh yeah?





a.
 
used to express disbelief.




b.
 
used to express a threatening or taunting reaction.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of O
 3
 .





oh2


 
/ō/






noun




variant spelling of O
 1
 (
sense

 2).













OH1







abbreviation




Ohio (in official postal use).













OH2






I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's wife, husband, or partner (used in electronic communication)




•
 
I often go to gigs on my own as my OH doesn't have the same musical tastes as me.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of other half
 .





O'Hara, Frank

 
/ōˈhe(ə)rə, ōˈharə/






(1926–66), US poet and art critic; full name 
Francis Russell O'Hara

 . His poetry reflects his close ties to the art world in New York City and is collected in volumes such as 
A City in Winter

 (1952), 
Meditations in an Emergency

 (1956), and 
Lunch Poems

 (1964).









O'Hara, John






(1905–70), US writer; full name 
John Henry O'Hara

 . He wrote 
Butterfield 8

 (1935), 
Pal Joey

 (1940), 
Ten North Frederick

 (1955), and 
Waiting for Winter

 (1966).









OHC






abbreviation




overhead camshaft.













O'Higgins, Bernardo

 
/ōˈhiɡinz, ôˈēɡēns/






(
c.

 1778–1842), Chilean revolutionary leader and statesman; head of state 1817–23. With the help of José de San Martín, he led the army that defeated Spanish forces in 1817 and paved the way for Chilean independence the following year.










Ohio

 
/ōˈhīō/






a state in the northeastern US, bordering on Lake Erie; pop. 11,485,910 (est. 2008); capital, Columbus; statehood, Mar. 1, 1803 (17). It was acquired by Britain from France in 1763 and by the US in 1783 after the American Revolution.









Ohioan

 
/ōˈhīōən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Ohio or its inhabitants




•
 
the Ohioan electorate.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Ohio




•
 
an Ohioan living in Paris.



















Ohio River






a river that flows for 980 miles (1,580 km) from Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, where it is formed by the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers, through the eastern Midwest to join the Mississippi River at Cairo in Illinois.










ohm

 
/ōm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ω

 )
 — the SI unit of electrical resistance, expressing the resistance in a circuit transmitting a current of one ampere when subjected to a potential difference of one volt.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ohmic

 
/ˈōmik /






adjective













2.
 
ohmically

 
/ˈōmik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after G. S. 
Ohm

 (see Ohm, Georg
 ).






Ohm, Georg

 
/ōm/






(1789–1854), German physicist; full name 
Georg Simon Ohm

 . The units ohm and mho are named after him, as is Ohm's law on electricity.









ohmmeter

 
/ˈō(m)ˌmēdər/






noun




an instrument for measuring electrical resistance.













OHMS






abbreviation




on Her (or His) Majesty's Service.













Ohm's law

 

‹Physics›







a law stating that electric current is proportional to voltage and inversely proportional to resistance.









oho

 
/ōˈhō/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express pleased surprise or recognition.











– origin

 Middle English: from O
 3
 + ho
 2
 .





oh-oh






exclamation




another spelling for uh-oh
 .













oh-so

 
/ˈōsō/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 extremely




•
 
their oh-so-ordinary lives.



















OHV






abbreviation




overhead valve.













oi

 
/oi /

 
oy





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to attract someone's attention, especially in a rough or angry way




•
 
oi, don't lean out!














II.
 
noun




a type of harsh, aggressive punk music originally popular in the late 1970s and early 1980s.











– origin

 variant of hoy
 1
 : first recorded in the 1930s.





OIC






abbreviation




Organization of the Islamic Conference, a permanent delegation to the United Nations representing the interests of Muslims in several dozen countries.














-oid





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and nouns:




2.
 


[Zoology]

 denoting an animal belonging to a higher taxon with a name ending in 
-oidea






•
 
hominoid




•
 
percoid.










3.
 
denoting form or resemblance




•
 
asteroid




•
 
rhomboid.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
-oides

 , from Greek 
-oeidēs

 ; related to 
eidos

 ‘form.’






-oidal





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-oid

 (such as 
anthropoidal

 corresponding to 
anthropoidal

 ).











– origin

 see -oid
 , -al
 .





-oidally





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to nouns adjectives 
-oidal

 (such as 
adenoidally

 corresponding to 
adenoidal

 ).











– origin

 see -oidal
 -ly
 2
 .





oidium

 
/ōˈidēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a type of fungal spore (conidium) formed by the breaking up of fungal hyphae into cells, especially as produced by powdery mildews.




2.
 
a fungal disease affecting vines, caused by a powdery mildew.

[The fungus is 
Uncinula necator

 (formerly 
Oidium tuckeri

 ), family 
Erysiphaceae

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ōion

 ‘egg’ + the diminutive suffix 
-idion

 .





oik

 
/oik /

 
oick





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an uncouth or obnoxious person.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.






oil

 
/oil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a viscous liquid derived from petroleum, especially for use as a fuel or lubricant.




2.
 
petroleum.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of various thick, viscous, typically flammable liquids that are insoluble in water but soluble in organic solvents and are obtained from animals or plants




•
 
potatoes fried in vegetable oil.










4.
 
a liquid preparation used on the hair or skin as a cosmetic




•
 
suntan oil.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a group of natural esters of glycerol and various fatty acids that are liquid at room temperature.

Compare with fat
 .




6.
 
(often 
oils

 )
 — oil paint




•
 
a portrait in oils.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
oiled

 )


1.
 
lubricate or coat (something) with oil




•
 
a lightly oiled baking tray.










2.
 
impregnate or treat (something) with oil




•
 
her hair was heavily oiled.














III.
 
phrases





oil and water






used to refer to two elements, factors, or people that do not agree or blend together.












IV.
 
derivatives





oilless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
olie

 , Old French 
oile

 , from Latin 
oleum

 ‘(olive) oil’; compare with 
olea

 ‘olive.’





oil baron






noun






‹derogatory›

 a magnate in the oil industry.













oil beetle






noun




a slow-moving flightless beetle that releases a foul-smelling oily secretion when disturbed. The larvae develop as parasites in the nests of solitary bees.

[
Meloe

 and other genera, family 
Meloidae

 .]













oilbird

 
/ˈoilˌbərd/






noun




chiefly British term for guacharo
 .

[
Steatornis caripensis

 , the only member of the family 
Steatornithidae

 .]













oil burner






noun




a device, especially a furnace, in which oil is vaporized and burned to produce heat.













oil cake






noun




a mass of compressed linseed or other plant material left after its oil has been extracted, used as fodder or fertilizer.













oilcan

 
/ˈoilˌkan/






noun




a can containing lubricating oil, especially one with a long nozzle.













oilcloth

 
/ˈoilˌklôTH/






noun



1.
 
fabric treated on one side with oil to make it waterproof.




2.
 
a canvas coated with linseed or other oil and used to cover a table or floor.













oil color

 
/oil ˈkələr/






noun




another term for oil paint
 .














oil drum

 
/ˈoil ˌdrəm/






noun




a metal drum used for transporting oil.













oiled silk






noun




silk treated on one side with oil to make it waterproof.













oiler

 
/ˈoilər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that holds or supplies oil, in particular




2.
 
an oil tanker.




3.
 
an oilcan.




4.
 
a person who oils machinery.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an oil well.




6.
 
(
oilers

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 oilskin garments.













oil field

 
/ˈoil ˌfēld /

 
oilfield






noun




an area of land or seabed underlain by strata yielding petroleum, especially in amounts that justify commercial exploitation.













oil-fired

 
/ˈoil ˈˌfī(ə)rd/






adjective




(especially of a heating system or power station) using oil as fuel.













oilfish

 
/ˈoilfiSH/






noun




a large violet or purple-brown escolar, the flesh of which is oily and unpalatable.

[
Ruvettus pretiosus

 , family 
Gempylidae

 .]













oil lamp

 
/ˈoil ˌlamp/






noun




a lamp using oil as fuel.













oilman

 
/ˈoilˌman ˈoilˌmən/






noun




an owner or employee of an oil company.













oil meal

 
/ˈoil ˌmēl/






noun




ground oil cake.













oil of vitriol

 
/oil əv ˈvitrēəl/






noun




archaic term for sulfuric acid
 .














oil paint

 
/ˈoil ˌpānt/






noun




a paste made with ground pigment and a drying oil such as linseed oil, used chiefly by artists.













oil painting

 
/ˈoil ˈˌpān(t)iNG/






noun



1.
 
the art of painting with oil paints.




2.
 
a picture painted with oil paints.













oil palm

 
/ˈoil ˌpä(l)m/






noun




a widely cultivated tropical West African palm tree that is the chief source of palm oil.

[
Elaeis guineensis

 , family 
Palmae

 : several cultivars.]













oil pan

 
/ˈoil ˌpan/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the bottom section of the crankcase of an internal combustion engine, serving as the reservoir for its lubricating oil.













oilpaper

 
/ˈoilˌpāpər /

 
oil paper






noun




paper made transparent or waterproof by treatment with oil.













oil platform






noun




a structure designed to stand on the seabed to provide a stable base above water for drilling and servicing oil wells.













oil press






noun




an apparatus for pressing oil from seeds, fruits, etc.













oil rig

 
/ˈoil ˌriɡ/






noun




a structure with equipment for drilling and servicing an oil well.













oil sand






noun

 — (often 
oil sands

 )


1.
 
a deposit of loose sand or partially consolidated sandstone containing petroleum or other hydrocarbons.













oilseed

 
/ˈoilsēd/






noun




any of several seeds from cultivated crops yielding oil, e.g., rape, peanut, soybean, or cotton.













oil shale

 
/ˈoil ˌSHāl/






noun




fine-grained sedimentary rock from which oil can be extracted.













oilskin

 
/ˈoilˌskin/






noun



1.
 
heavy cotton cloth waterproofed with oil.




2.
 
(also 
oilskins

 )
 — a garment or set of garments made of oilskin cloth.













oil slick

 
/ˈoil ˌslik/






noun




a film or layer of oil floating on an expanse of water, especially one that has leaked or been discharged from a ship.













oil spot






noun



1.
 
an oily patch or mark.




2.
 
a silvery marking on brown Chinese porcelain (especially of the Sung period) caused by precipitation of iron in firing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
oil-spot glaze.



















oilstone

 
/ˈoilstōn/






noun




a fine-grained flat stone used with oil for sharpening cutting edges.













oil tanker

 
/ˈoil ˌtaNGkər/






noun




a ship designed to carry oil in bulk.













oil well

 
/ˈoil ˌwel/






noun




a well or shaft drilled through rock, from which petroleum is drawn.













oily

 
/ˈoilē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing oil




•
 
oily fish such as mackerel and sardines.










2.
 
covered or soaked with oil




•
 
an oily rag.










3.
 
resembling oil in appearance or behavior




•
 
the oily swell of the river.










4.
 
(of a person or their behavior) unpleasantly smooth and ingratiating




•
 
his oily smile.














II.
 
derivatives





oiliness

 
/ˈoilēnəs /






noun





















oink

 
/oiNGk/





I.
 
noun




the characteristic grunting sound of a pig.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the characteristic grunting sound of a pig.











– origin

 1940s: imitative.





ointment

 
/ˈointmənt/





I.
 
noun




a smooth oily preparation that is rubbed on the skin for medicinal purposes or as a cosmetic.











– origin

 Middle English: alteration of Old French 
oignement

 , from a popular Latin form of Latin 
unguentum

 (see unguent
 ); influenced by obsolete 
oint

 ‘anoint’ (from Old French, past participle of 
oindre

 ‘anoint’).






Oisin

 
/ˌōSHēn/






another name for Ossian
 .









OJ





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 orange juice.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






Ojibwa

 
/ōˈjibˌwā, -wə /

 
Ojibway





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a North American Indian people native to the region around Lake Superior.

Also called Chippewa
 .




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Ojibwa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ojibwa or their language.











– origin

 from Ojibwa 
očipwē

 , probably meaning ‘puckered,’ with reference to their style of moccasins.






OK1


 
/ˌōˈkā /

 

‹informal›


 
okay





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express assent, agreement, or acceptance




•
 
OK, I'll pass on your message




•
 
OK, OK, I give in.










2.
 
used to introduce an utterance




•
 
“OK, let's go.”










3.
 
used at the end of a statement to invite agreement, approval, or confirmation




•
 
humor me, OK?














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
satisfactory but not exceptionally or especially good




•
 
the flight was OK.










2.
 
(of a person) in a satisfactory physical or mental state




•
 
are you OK, Ben?










3.
 
permissible; allowable




•
 
I'm not sure if it's OK to say that to a teacher.














III.
 
adverb




in a satisfactory manner or to a satisfactory extent




•
 
the computer continues to work OK.














IV.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an authorization or approval




•
 
do you know how long it takes for those pen-pushers to 
give

 us 
the OK

 ?














V.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sanction or give approval to




•
 
the governor recently OK'd the execution of a man who had committed murder.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably an abbreviation of 
orl korrect

 , humorous form of 
all correct

 , popularized as a slogan during President Van Buren's re-election campaign of 1840; his nickname 
Old Kinderhook

 (derived from his birthplace) provided the initials.





OK2







abbreviation




Oklahoma (in official postal use).














oka

 
/ˈōkə /

 
oke





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Egyptian and former Turkish unit of weight, variable but now usually equal to approximately 1.3 kg (2¾ lb).




2.
 
an Egyptian and former Turkish unit of capacity equal to approximately 0.2 liter (⅓ pint).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Italian and French 
oque

 from Turkish 
okka

 , from Arabic 
ūḳiya

 , based on Latin 
uncia

 ‘ounce.’





okapi

 
/ōˈkäpē/





I.
 
noun




a large browsing mammal of the giraffe family that lives in the rain forests of the northern Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire). It has a dark chestnut coat with stripes on the hindquarters and upper legs.

[
Okapia johnstoni

 , family 
Giraffidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: a local word.





Okara

 
/ōˈkärə/






a commercial city in northeastern Pakistan, in Punjab province; pop. 232,400 (est. 2009).










Okavango

 
/ˌōkəˈväNGɡō/






a river in southwestern Africa that rises in central Angola and flows 1,000 miles (1,600 km) south and then east to Namibia, where it turns east to form part of the border between Angola and Namibia before entering Botswana, where it drains into the extensive Okavango marshes.

Also called Cubango
 .









Okayama

 
/ˌōkäˈyämə/






an industrial city and major railroad junction in southwestern Japan, on the southwestern coast of the island of Honshu; pop. 683,258 (2007).









O.K. Corral

 
/ˌōˌkā kəˈral/






see Tombstone
 , Arizona.









oke1







noun




variant spelling of oka
 .













oke2


 
/ōk/






exclamation, adjective, adverb, noun, verb




another term for okay.













Okeechobee, Lake

 
/ˌōkiˈCHōbē/






a lake in southern Florida, part of the Okeechobee Waterway that crosses the Florida peninsula from west to east and links the Gulf of Mexico with the Atlantic Ocean.









O'Keeffe, Georgia

 
/ōˈkēf/






(1887–1986), US painter. A pioneer of modernism in America, she first produced largely abstract work, adopting a more figurative style in the 1920s. Her best-known paintings depict enlarged studies, particularly of flowers, and are often regarded as being sexually symbolic. She married photographer Alfred Stieglitz in 1924.









Okefenokee Swamp

 
/ˌōkēfəˌnōkē ˈswämp/






an area of swampland in southeastern Georgia and northeastern Florida.









okey-doke

 
/ˌōkēˈdōk /

 
okey-dokey






exclamation, adjective, adverb




variant form of OK
 1
 .













Okhotsk, Sea of

 
/ōˈkätsk, əˈKHôtsk/






an inlet of the northern Pacific Ocean on the eastern coast of Russia, between the Kamchatka peninsula and the Kuril Islands.









Okie

 
/ˈōkē/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of Oklahoma.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 
‹derogatory›

 a migrant agricultural worker from Oklahoma who had been forced to leave during the Depression of the 1930s.













Okinawa

 
/ˌōkəˈnäwə/






an island in southern Japan, the largest of the Ryukyu Islands; chief town, Naha. An important World War II battle here in 1945 allowed the victorious Allies to establish bases close to the Japanese mainland.









Okla.






abbreviation




Oklahoma.














Oklahoma

 
/ˌōkləˈhōmə/






a state in the southwestern central US, north of Texas; pop. 3,642,361 (est. 2008); capital, Oklahoma City; statehood, Nov. 16, 1907 (46). In 1803, most of it was acquired from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase.









Oklahoma City






the capital of Oklahoma, in the central part of the state; pop. 551,789 (est. 2008). It expanded rapidly after the discovery of oil in 1928.









Oklahoman

 
/ˌōkləˈhōmən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Oklahoma or its inhabitants




•
 
his Oklahoman drawl.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Oklahoma




•
 
the handsome Oklahoman remained active in both TV and film.




















okoume

 
/ˌōkəˈmā/






noun




another term for gaboon
 .













okra

 
/ˈōkrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the mallow family with long ridged seedpods, native to the Old World tropics.

[
Abelmoschus esculentus

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]




2.
 
the immature seedpods of the okra plant eaten as a vegetable and also used to thicken soups and stews.

Also called gumbo
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: a West African word, perhaps from the root 
nkru

 ; compare with 
nkran

 , the name of the town Europeanized as 
Accra

 .





Oktoberfest

 
/äkˈtōbərˌfest/






noun



1.
 
a traditional autumn festival held in Munich, Germany, every October that features beer-drinking and merrymaking.




2.
 
any autumn festival similar to Oktoberfest.














-ol





I.
 
suffix



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 forming names of organic compounds:




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting alcohols and phenols




•
 
glycerol




•
 
retinol.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting oils and oil-derived compounds




•
 
benzol.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 from 
(alcoh)ol

 ; 
sense

 2 from Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’ See also -ole
 .





Olaf

 
/ˈōläf/





I.
 
the name of five kings of Norway.




II.
 


Olaf I Tryggvason

 (969–1000), reigned 995–1000.




III.
 


Olaf II Haraldsson

 (
c.

 995–1030), reigned 1016–30; canonized as 
St. Olaf

 for his attempts to spread Christianity in his kingdom. He is the patron saint of Norway. Feast day, July 29.




IV.
 


Olaf III Haraldsson

 (died 1093), reigned 1066–93.




V.
 


Olaf IV Haakonson

 (1370–87), reigned 1380–87.




VI.
 


Olaf V

 (1903–91), reigned 1957–91; full name 
Olaf Alexander Edmund Christian Frederik

 .









Olajuwon, Hakeem

 
/əˈlīZHo͞oˌän/






(1963–) US basketball player; born in Nigeria. A center for the Houston Rockets 1984–2001 and the Toronto Raptors 2001–02, he was the NBA's most valuable player in 1994. Basketball hall of Fame (2008).









Öland

 
/ˈəˌländ, ˈœˌländ/






a narrow island in the Baltic Sea, off the southeastern coast of Sweden, separated from the mainland by Kalmar Sound.









Olathe

 
/ōˈlāTHə/






an industrial city in northeastern Kansas, southwest of Kansas City; pop. 119,993 (est. 2008).









Olbers' paradox

 
/ˌōlbərz ˈperədäks/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the apparent paradox that if stars are distributed evenly throughout an infinite universe of infinite age, the night sky should display a uniform glow, since every line of sight would terminate at a star. But with an expanding universe of finite age, visible light from very distant stars has not reached the Earth.











– origin

 1950s: named after Heinrich W. M. 
Olbers

 (1758–1840), the German astronomer who propounded it in 1826.






old

 
/ōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
See also elder
 1
 , eldest
 .




2.
 
having lived for a long time; no longer young




•
 
the old man lay propped up on cushions.










3.
 
made or built long ago




•
 
the old quarter of the town.










4.
 
possessed or used for a long time




•
 
he gave his old clothes away.










5.
 
having the characteristics or showing the signs of age




•
 
marble now so old that it has turned gray and chipped.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 boring or tiresome, especially as a result of repetition or overfamiliarity




•
 
I wish she'd shut up—it's 
getting old

 .










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — belonging only or chiefly to the past; former or previous




•
 
valuation under the old rating system was inexact.










8.
 
used to refer to the first of two or more similar things




•
 
I was going to try to get my old job back.










9.
 
dating from far back; long-established or known




•
 
we greet each other like old friends




•
 
I get sick of the 
same old

 routine.










10.
 
(of a form of a language) as used in former or earliest times.




11.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — of a specified age




•
 
he was fourteen years old




•
 
a seven-month-old baby.










12.
 
[as 
noun

 in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or animal of the age specified




•
 
a nineteen-year-old.










13.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express affection, familiarity, or contempt




•
 
it gets the old adrenaline going




•
 
“
Good old

 Mom,” she said.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
any old






any item of a specified type (used to show that no particular or special individual is in question)




•
 
any old room would have done.















2.
 
any old way






in no particular order




•
 
they've dropped things just any old way.















3.
 
as old as the hills






of very long standing or very great age (often used in exaggerated statements).









4.
 
be old enough to be someone's father (or mother)








‹informal›

 of a much greater age than someone (especially used to suggest that a romantic or sexual relationship between the people concerned is inappropriate).









5.
 
for old times' sake






see sake
 1
 .









6.
 
of old





a.
 
in or belonging to the past




•
 
he was more reticent than of old.










b.
 
starting long ago; for a long time




•
 
they knew him of old.















7.
 
the old days






a period in the past, often seen as significantly different from the present, especially noticeably better or worse




•
 
it was easier in the old days




•
 
we are less confident than in 
the good old days






•
 


the bad old days

 of incoherence and irresponsibility.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oldish

 
/ˈōldiSH /






adjective













2.
 
oldness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ald

 ; related to Dutch 
oud

 and German 
alt

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘grown-up, adult,’ shared by Latin 
alere

 ‘nourish.’ / 
usage:

 Where two, and no more, are involved, they may be 
older

 and 
younger

 : the older of the twins, by ten minutes, is Sam; the younger is Pamela. Where there are more than two, one may be the 
oldest

 or 
youngest

 : I have four siblings, of whom Jane is the oldest. See also former
 1
 and latter
 .





old age

 
/ˌōld ˈāj/






noun



1.
 
the later part of normal life




•
 
loneliness affects many people 
in old age

 .










2.
 
the state of being old




•
 
old age itself is not a disease.



















Old Bailey






the central criminal court in London, England.









Old Believer






noun




a member of a Russian Orthodox group that refused to accept the liturgical reforms of the patriarch Nikon (1605–81).













old boy

 
/ˈōld ˌboi/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a former male pupil of a school, college, or university.




2.
 
a former male member of a sports team, company, or other organization.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an elderly man.




4.
 

/ˌōld ˈboi /

 — 

‹humorous›

 an affectionate form of address to a boy or man.













old-boy network

 
old boy network






noun




an informal system of support and friendship through which men use their positions of influence to help others who went to the same school or college as they did or who share a similar social background.













Old Catholic






noun



1.
 
a member of any of various religious groups that have separated from the Roman Catholic Church since the Reformation, especially over the tenets of papal primacy and infallibility.




2.
 
a member of an English family that has remained Roman Catholic since the Reformation.













Old Church Slavic

 
Old Church Slavonic






noun




the oldest recorded Slavic language, as used by the apostles Cyril and Methodius and surviving in texts from the 9th–12th centuries. It is related particularly to the South Slavic languages.

See also Church Slavic
 .













old country

 
/ōld ˈkəntrē/






noun

 — (
the old country

 )


1.
 
the native country of a person who has gone to live abroad.













olde

 
/ˈōldē, ˈōld/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
pseudoarchaic variant spelling of old
 , intended to be quaint




•
 
Ye Olde Tea Shoppe.




















old-earth creationism






noun




a form of creationist belief that does not conflict with scientific evidence about the age of the earth




•
 
those who affirm old-earth creationism do not see an inherent conflict between scripture and evolutionary theory.







See also creationism
 , young-earth creationism
 .














old-earth creationist






noun




a person who believes in or advocates old-earth creationism




•
 
as an old-earth creationist, he accepts the validity of radiometric dating and the ancient age of life on earth.



















old-earther

 
/ˈōldˌərTHər/






noun




another term for old-earth creationist
 .













olden

 
/ˈōldən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 of or relating to former times




•
 
the olden days.



















Oldenburg, Claes

 
/ˈōldənˌbərɡ/






(1929–), US pop artist and sculptor; born in Sweden; full name 
Claes Thure Oldenburg

 . During the 1960s, he conducted “happenings, ” participatory art events such as 
Autobodys

 (1964), in which he used actual cars and crowds of people. He later worked with soft materials and foam rubber to create soft sculptures of everyday objects.










Old English

 
/ōld ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH/






noun




the language of the Anglo-Saxons (up to about 1150), a highly inflected language with a largely Germanic vocabulary, very different from modern English.

Also called Anglo-Saxon
 .













Old English sheepdog

 
/ōld ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH ˈSHēpˌdôɡ/






noun




a large sheepdog of a breed with a shaggy blue-gray and white coat.













Old Faithful






one of the best-known geysers in Yellowstone National Park. Its eruptions occur every 33 to 90 minutes and last about four minutes, sending up a column of hot water and steam that rises 116 to 175 feet (35.4 to 53.4 m).









oldfangled

 
/ˈōldˌfaNGɡəld/






adjective




characterized by adherence to what is old; old-fashioned.













old-fashioned

 
/ˌōldˈfaSHənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in or according to styles or types no longer current or common; not modern




•
 
an old-fashioned kitchen range.










2.
 
(of a person or their views) favoring traditional and usually restrictive styles, ideas, or customs




•
 
she's stuffy and old-fashioned.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cocktail consisting chiefly of whiskey, bitters, water, and sugar.








III.
 
derivatives





old-fashionedness






noun





















Old French

 
/ōld frenCH/






noun




the French language up to 
c.

 1400.













Old Frisian






noun




the Frisian language up to 
c.

 1400, closely related to both Old English and Old Saxon.













Old Glory

 
/ōld ˈɡlôrē /

 

‹US›







an informal name for the US national flag.









old gold

 
/ōld ɡōld/






noun




a dull brownish-gold color.













old-growth






adjective




(of a tree or forested area) never felled, harvested, or cleared; mature




•
 
old-growth forests.



















old guard

 
/ōld ɡärd /

 
Old Guard





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the old guard

 )


1.
 
the original or long-standing members of a group or party, especially ones who are unwilling to accept change or new ideas




•
 
the aging right-wing old guard.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
old guardism






noun













2.
 
old guardsman






noun





















old hand

 
/ˌōld ˈhand/






noun




a person with a lot of experience in something




•
 
he was an 
old hand at

 red-tape cutting.



















old hat

 
/ˌōl(d) ˈhat/






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to something considered uninteresting, predictable, tritely familiar, or old-fashioned.














Old High German






noun




the language of southern Germany up to 
c.

 1200, from which modern standard German is derived.

See German
 .














Old Icelandic






noun




the Icelandic language up to the 16th century, a form of Old Norse in which medieval sagas were composed.













oldie

 
/ˈōldē/






noun






‹informal›

 an old song, film, or television program that is still well known or popular.













Old Irish






noun




the Irish Gaelic language up to 
c.

 1000, from which modern Irish and Scottish Gaelic are derived.













Old Ironsides





I.
 
nickname for the frigate 
Constitution

 , the oldest commissioned vessel in the US Navy. Launched in 1797, it defeated four British frigates in the War of 1812 and is permanently berthed at the Boston Navy Yard.







– origin

 early 19th cent.: conferred by her crew when, during her first battle with the British vessel 
Guerrière

 , the cannon balls glanced off her thick oak hull.





old lady

 
/ōld ˈlādē/






noun






‹informal›

 a person's mother, wife, or girlfriend.













Old Latin

 
/ōld ˈlatn/






noun




Latin before about 100 
BC

 .













old-line

 
/ˈōldˌlīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 holding conservative views.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 well established.








II.
 
derivatives





old-liner






noun





















Old Line State






a nickname for the state of Maryland
 .









Old Low German






noun




the language of northern Germany and the Netherlands up to 
c.

 1200, from which modern Dutch and modern Low German are derived.













old maid

 
/ˌōld ˈmād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a single woman regarded as too old for marriage.




2.
 
a prim and fussy person




•
 
he said James was an old maid.










3.
 
a card game in which players collect pairs and try not to be left with an odd penalty card, typically a black queen.








II.
 
derivatives





old-maidish

 
/ˌōld ˈmādiSH ˌōl(d)ˈmādiSH /






adjective






















old man

 
/ˌōld ˈman/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's father, husband, or boyfriend.




2.
 
(
the old man

 )
 — a man in authority over others, especially an employer or commanding officer




•
 
the old man wants a progress report.










3.
 
used with a surname instead of “Mr.”




•
 
old man Roberts.










4.
 
another term for southernwood
 .














old man's beard






noun



1.
 
a wild clematis that has fluffy gray hairs around the seeds.

[Genus 
Clematis

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, in particular traveler's joy and virgin's bower.]




2.
 
a large lichen that forms shaggy grayish beardlike growths on the branches of trees.

[
Usnea barbata

 and related species, order 
Parmeliales

 .]













Old Man Winter






noun




a personification of winter




•
 
spring is just three days away, but Old Man Winter isn't going away quietly.



















old master

 
/ōld ˈmastər/






noun



1.
 
a great artist of former times, especially of the 13th–17th century in Europe.




2.
 
a painting by an old master




•
 
he formed a large collection of old masters.



















old money






noun



1.
 
established, inherited wealth.




2.
 
those whose families have been wealthy for many generations




•
 
the list of Canada's wealthiest people, once dominated by old money, is no longer so exclusive.



















old moon






noun




the moon in its last quarter, before the new moon.













Old Nick

 
/ˌōld ˈnik/





I.
 
an informal name for the Devil.







– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from a nickname for the given name 
Nicholas

 .





Old Norse






noun




the North Germanic (Scandinavian) language of medieval Norway, Iceland, Denmark, and Sweden up to the 14th century, from which the modern Scandinavian languages are derived.

See also Old Icelandic
 .













Old North Church






an Episcopal church, still active, built in 1723 in the Georgian style in Boston's North End. On April 18, 1775, Robert Newman, the sexton of the church, hung two lanterns from the church steeple, warning Paul Revere that British regulars were moving up the Charles River toward Cambridge to begin their march on Lexington. Revere then rode from Charlestown to Lexington to alert the militia that the British were coming.









Old North State






a nickname for the state of North Carolina
 .









Oldowan

 
/ˈōldəwən, ˈôl-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting an early Lower Paleolithic culture of Africa, dated to about 2.0–1.5 million years ago. It is characterized by primitive stone tools that are associated chiefly with 
Homo habilis

 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Oldowan

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Oldowan culture or period.











– origin

 1930s: from 
Oldoway

 , alteration of Olduvai Gorge
 , Tanzania, + -an
 .





Old Persian






noun




the Persian language up to the 3rd century 
BC

 , used in the ancient Persian empire and written in cuneiform.













Old Prussian






noun




a Baltic language, related to Lithuanian, spoken in Prussia until the 17th century.













old religion






noun



1.
 
a religion that has been supplanted by another, in particular




2.
 
paganism.




3.
 
witchcraft.




4.
 
Roman Catholicism.













old rose

 
/ōld rōz/






noun



1.
 
a double-flowered rose of a variety or hybrid evolved before the development of the hybrid tea rose.




2.
 
a shade of grayish or purplish pink.













Old Saxon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the Saxon peoples who remained in Germany, as opposed to an Anglo-Saxon.




2.
 
the dialect of Old Low German spoken in Saxony up to 
c.

 1200.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Old Saxons or their language.














old school






noun

 — (often 
of/from the old school

 )


1.
 
used, usually approvingly, to refer to someone or something that is old-fashioned or traditional




•
 
amenities that my parents, being of the old school, still take for granted.



















old school tie

 
/ōld sko͞ol tī/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a necktie with a characteristic pattern worn by the former students of an exclusive English public school.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 used to refer to the group loyalty, mutual assistance, social class, and traditional attitudes associated with people who attended exclusive schools




•
 
appointments based on social class and the old school tie.



















Old Slavic

 
Old Slavonic






noun




another name for Church Slavic
 .













Old South

 
/ōld souTH/






noun

 — (
the Old South

 )


1.
 
the southern states of the US before the Civil War (1861–65).














oldsquaw

 
/ˈōldˌskwô /

 
old squaw
 , old squaw duck






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a marine diving duck that breeds in Arctic Eurasia and North America, the male having very long tail feathers and mainly white plumage in winter.

[
Clangula hyemalis

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













old stager

 
/ˌōld ˈstājər/






noun




a person who is experienced at something or who has been in a place or position for a long time




•
 
the changes aroused the suspicions of the old stagers.



















oldster

 
/ˈōl(d)stər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an older person.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from old
 , on the pattern of 
youngster

 .






Old Stone Age






the Paleolithic period.









old style

 
/ōld stīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style that is no longer current, common, or fashionable




•
 
the old style of gabled manor.










2.
 


[Printing]

 an early style of type characterized by strokes of relatively equal thickness and the use of serifs, often slanted.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or according to a style that is no longer current




•
 
old-style farmers




•
 
urban centers of old-style manufacturing.



















Old Style

 
OS






noun




the method of calculating dates using the Julian calendar.














Old Testament

 
/ˌōl(d) ˈtestəmənt/






noun




the first part of the Christian Bible, comprising thirty-nine books and corresponding approximately to the Hebrew Bible. Most of the books were originally written in Hebrew, some in Aramaic, between about 1200 and 100 
BC

 . They comprise the chief texts of the law, history, prophecy, and wisdom literature of the ancient people of Israel.













old-time





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the past; long-standing




•
 
the charm of old-time steam engines.










2.
 


(US)

 denoting traditional or folk styles of American popular music, such as gospel or bluegrass.








II.
 
phrases





for old times' sake






see sake
 1
 .

















old-timer






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who has had the same job, membership, or residence, etc., for a long time.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an old person.













old-timey

 
/ˌōl(d)ˈtīmē/






adjective




old-fashioned or reminiscent of the past, typically in a nostalgic or sentimental way




•
 
the root beer float is another old-timey dessert.




















Olduvai Gorge

 
/ˈôldəˌvī, -ˌwā, -ˌvā/






a gorge in northern Tanzania, 30 miles (48 km) long and up to 300 feet (90 m) deep. The exposed strata contain numerous fossils (especially hominids) spanning the full range of the Pleistocene period.









Old Vic

 
/ˌōld ˈvik/






the popular name of the Royal Victoria Theatre in London. Under the management of Lilian Baylis from 1912, it gained an enduring reputation for its Shakespearean productions.









Old Welsh






noun




the Welsh language up to 
c.

 1150.













oldwife

 
/ˈōldwīf/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of deep-bodied edible marine fishes, in particular

[● a brightly patterned tropical Atlantic triggerfish (
Balistes vetula

 , family 
Balistidae

 ). ● a small brightly patterned Australian fish (
Enoplosus armatus

 , the only member of the family 
Enoplosidae

 ). ● the black sea bream of European Atlantic waters (
Spondyliosoma cantharus

 , family 
Sparidae

 ).]




2.
 
another term for oldsquaw
 .













old wives' tale






noun




a superstition or traditional belief that is regarded as unscientific or incorrect.













old woman

 
/ōld ˈwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's mother, wife, or girlfriend.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a fussy or timid person, especially a man




•
 
he's always telling me I'm an old woman about security.














II.
 
derivatives





old-womanish






adjective





old woman
 (
sense

 2)





















Old World

 
/ōld wərld/






Europe, Asia, and Africa, regarded collectively as the part of the world known before the discovery of the Americas.

Compare with New World
 .









old-world

 
old world
 , Old World






adjective




belonging to or associated with former times, especially when considered quaint and attractive




•
 
medieval towns that still retain old-world charm.



















ole

 
/ōl/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 old




•
 
that ole truck of my daddy's.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing a folk pronunciation.





OLE






abbreviation






[Computing]

 object linking and embedding, denoting a set of techniques for transferring an object from one application to another.













olé

 
/ōˈlā/





I.
 
exclamation




a cry of approval, joy, etc.











– origin

 Spanish, a cry used at bullfights.






-ole





I.
 
combining form




in names of organic compounds, especially heterocyclic compounds




•
 
thiazole.

















– origin

 from Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil’ (compare with -ol
 ).





oleaginous

 
/ˌōlēˈajənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rich in, covered with, or producing oil; oily or greasy.




2.
 
exaggeratedly and distastefully complimentary; obsequious




•
 
candidates made the usual oleaginous speeches in the debate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
oléagineux

 , from Latin 
oleaginus

 ‘of the olive tree,’ from 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





oleander

 
/ˈōlēˌandər/





I.
 
noun




a poisonous evergreen Old World shrub that is widely grown in warm countries for its clusters of white, pink, or red flowers.

[
Nerium oleander

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, of unknown ultimate origin.






oleaster

 
/ˌōlēˈastər/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian shrub or small tree that is often cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Elaeagnus

 , family 
Elaeagnaceae

 : several species, in particular 
E. angustifolia

 , commonly called 
Russian olive

 , which bears edible yellow olive-shaped fruit.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
olea

 ‘olive tree.’





olecranon

 
/ōˈlekrəˌnän, ˌōləˈkrā-/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the bony prominence of the elbow, on the upper end of the ulna.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
ōle(no)kranon

 , from 
ōlenē

 ‘elbow’ + 
kranion

 ‘head.’





OLED





I.
 
noun




a light-emitting diode containing thin flexible sheets of an organic electroluminescent material, used for visual displays




•
 
because OLEDs emit light, they consume significantly less power.

















– origin

 1990s: from the initial letters of 
organic light-emitting diode

 , after LED
 .





olefin

 
/ˈōləfən /

 
olefine





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for alkene
 .








II.
 
derivatives





olefinic

 
/ˌōləˈfinik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
oléfiant

 ‘oil-forming’ (with reference to oily ethylene dichloride).






oleic acid

 
/ōˌlēik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an unsaturated fatty acid present in many fats and soaps.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )7
 CH=CH(CH2
 )7
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





oleate

 
/ˈōlēˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
oleic

 from Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





oleiferous

 
/ˌōlēˈifərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of seeds, glands, etc.) producing oil.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil’ + -ferous
 .





oleo

 
/ˈōlēō/






noun




another term for margarine
 .













oleo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to or containing oil




•
 
oleomargarine




•
 
oleoresin.

















– origin

 from Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





oleochemical

 
/ˌōlēōˈkemikəl/






noun




a chemical compound derived industrially from animal or vegetable oils or fats.













oleograph

 
/ˈōlēəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a lithographic print textured to resemble an oil painting.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oleographic

 
/ˌōlēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
oleography

 
/ˌōlēˈäɡrəfē /






noun





















oleomargarine

 
/ˌōlēōˈmärj(ə)rən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for margarine
 .













oleoresin

 
/ˌōlēōˈrezən/





I.
 
noun




a natural or artificial mixture of essential oils and a resin, e.g., balsam.








II.
 
derivatives





oleoresinous

 
/-nəs /






adjective





















olestra

 
/ōˈlestrə/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic cooking oil used as a calorie-free fat substitute in various foods.











– origin

 1980s: from 
(p)ol(y)est(e)r

 + the suffix 
-a

 .





oleum

 
/ˈōlēəm/





I.
 
noun




a dense, corrosive liquid consisting of concentrated sulfuric acid containing excess sulfur trioxide in solution.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘oil.’






O level

 
/ˈō ˌlevəl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in the UK except Scotland) the lower of the two main levels of standardized examinations in secondary schools.

Compare with A level
 .











– origin

 short for 
ordinary level

 .





olfaction

 
/älˈfakSHən, ōl-/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the action or capacity of smelling; the sense of smell.








II.
 
derivatives





olfactive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
olfactus

 ‘a smell’ (from 
olere

 ‘to smell’ + 
fact-

 ‘made,’ from the verb 
facere

 ) + -ion
 .





olfactometer

 
/ˌälfakˈtämitər, ˌōl-/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the intensity of an odor or sensitivity to odor.








II.
 
derivatives





olfactometry

 
/-ˈtämitrē /






noun





















olfactory

 
/älˈfakt(ə)rē ōlˈfakt(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the sense of smell




•
 
the olfactory organs.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
olfactare

 (frequentative of 
olfacere

 ‘to smell’) + -ory
 2
 .





olfactory nerve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the first pair of cranial nerves, transmitting impulses to the brain from the smell receptors in the mucous membrane of the nose.














olibanum

 
/ōˈlibənəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for frankincense
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from late Latin 
libanus

 , from Greek 
libanos

 ‘frankincense.’





olid

 
/ˈôlid/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 smelling extremely unpleasant.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
olidus

 ‘smelling,’ from 
olere

 ‘to smell.’





oligarch

 
/ˈäləˌɡärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ruler in an oligarchy.




2.
 
(especially in Russia) a very rich businessman with a great deal of political influence.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
oligarkhēs

 , from 
oligoi

 ‘few’ + 
arkhein

 ‘to rule.’





oligarchy

 
/ˈäləˌɡärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small group of people having control of a country, organization, or institution




•
 
the ruling oligarchy of military men around the president.










2.
 
a country governed by an oligarchy




•
 
the English aristocratic oligarchy of the 19th century.










3.
 
government by oligarchy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oligarchic

 
/ˌäləˈɡärkik ˌōləˈɡärkik /






adjective













2.
 
oligarchical

 
/ˌäliˈɡärkikəl, ˌōli- /






adjective













3.
 
oligarchically

 
/ˌäliˈɡärkik(ə)lē, ˌōli- /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Greek 
oligarkhia

 (probably via medieval Latin). / 
usage:

 See usage at aristocracy
 .





oligo

 
/ˈäliɡō/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 short for oligonucleotide
 .














oligo-





I.
 
combining form




having few; containing a relatively small number of units




•
 
oligopoly




•
 
oligosaccharide.

















– origin

 from Greek 
oligos

 ‘small,’ 
oligoi

 ‘few.’





Oligocene

 
/ˈäləɡōˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the third epoch of the Tertiary period, between the Eocene and Miocene epochs.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Oligocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Oligocene epoch or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Oligocene epoch lasted from 35.4 million to 23.3 million years ago. It was a time of falling temperatures, with evidence of the first primates.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from oligo-
 ‘few’ + Greek 
kainos

 ‘new.’





Oligochaeta

 
/ˌäliɡōˈkēdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of annelid worms that includes the earthworms. They have simple setae projecting from each segment and a small head lacking sensory appendages.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from oligo-
 ‘few’ + Greek 
khaitē

 ‘long hair’ (taken to mean ‘bristle’), because they have fewer setae than polychaetes.





oligochaete

 
/ˈäliɡōˌkēt/






noun






[Zoology]

 an annelid worm of the class 
Oligochaeta

 , such as an earthworm.













oligoclase

 
/ˈäləɡōˌklās/





I.
 
noun




a feldspar mineral common in siliceous igneous rocks, consisting of a sodium-rich plagioclase (with more calcium than albite).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from oligo-
 ‘relatively little’ + Greek 
klasis

 ‘breaking’ (because thought to have a less perfect cleavage than albite).





oligodendrocyte

 
/ˌäləɡōˈdendrəsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a glial cell similar to an astrocyte but with fewer protuberances, concerned with the production of myelin in the central nervous system.











– origin

 1930s: from oligodendroglia
 + -cyte
 .






oligodendroglia

 
/ˌäləɡōdenˈdräɡlēə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 oligodendrocytes collectively.








II.
 
derivatives





oligodendroglial






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from oligo-
 ‘few’ + dendro-
 ‘branching’ + a shortened form of neuroglia
 .





oligomer

 
/əˈliɡəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer whose molecules consist of relatively few repeating units.








II.
 
derivatives





oligomeric

 
/əˌliɡəˈmerik /






adjective






















oligonucleotide

 
/ˌäləɡōˈn(y)o͞oklēətīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a polynucleotide whose molecules contain a relatively small number of nucleotides.













oligopeptide

 
/ˌäləɡōˈpeptīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a peptide whose molecules contain a relatively small number of amino-acid residues.













oligopoly

 
/ˌäləˈɡäpəlē/





I.
 
noun




a state of limited competition, in which a market is shared by a small number of producers or sellers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oligopolist

 
/ˌäləˈɡäpələst /






noun













2.
 
oligopolistic

 
/ˌäliˌɡäpəˈlistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from oligo-
 ‘small number,’ on the pattern of 
monopoly

 .





oligopsony

 
/ˌäləˈɡäpsənē/





I.
 
noun




a state of the market in which only a small number of buyers exists for a product.








II.
 
derivatives





oligopsonistic

 
/ˌäliˌɡäpsəˈnistik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from oligo-
 ‘small number’ + Greek 
opsōnein

 ‘buy provisions,’ on the pattern of 
monopsony

 .





oligosaccharide

 
/ˌäləɡōˈsakəˌrīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a carbohydrate whose molecules are composed of a relatively small number of monosaccharide units.














oligotrophic

 
/ˌäliɡōˈtrōfik, -ˈträfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (especially of a lake) relatively low in plant nutrients and containing abundant oxygen in the deeper parts.

Compare with dystrophic
 , eutrophic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





oligotrophy

 
/ˌäliˈɡätrəfē /






noun





















oliguria

 
/ˌäləˈɡo͝orēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the production of abnormally small amounts of urine.








II.
 
derivatives





oliguric

 
/-rik /






adjective






















olingo

 
/ōˈliNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




a small nocturnal mammal related to the kinkajou and the raccoon, living in tropical Central and South American rain forests.

[Genus 
Bassaricyon

 , family 
Procyonidae

 : between one and five species.]











– origin

 1920s: via American Spanish from Mayan.





olinguito

 
/ōliNGˈɡēdō/





I.
 
noun




a small nocturnal tree-dwelling mammal living in cloud forests of Colombia and Ecuador. First described in 2013, it is the smallest member of the raccoon family.

[
Bassaricyon neblina

 , family 
Procyonidae

 .]











– origin

 early 21st cent.: diminutive of olingo
 .





olio

 
/ˈōlēō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for olla podrida
 .




2.
 
a miscellaneous collection of things.




3.
 
a variety act or show.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish 
olla

 ‘stew,’ from Latin 
olla

 ‘cooking pot.’





olivaceous

 
/ˌäləˈvāSHəs/






adjective






‹technical›

 of a dusky yellowish green color; olive green.













olivary

 
/ˈäləˌverē/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting each of the pair of oval bodies of nerve tissue on the medulla oblongata of the brain.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
olivarius

 ‘relating to olives,’ from 
oliva

 (see olive
 ).






olive

 
/ˈäləv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small oval fruit with a hard pit and bitter flesh, green when unripe and brownish black when ripe, used as food and as a source of oil.




2.
 
(also 
olive tree

 )
 — the widely cultivated evergreen tree that yields the olive, native to warm regions of the Old World.

[
Olea europaea

 , family 
Oleaceae

 (the 
olive family

 ). This family also includes the ash, lilac, jasmine, and privet.]




3.
 
used in names of other trees that are related to the olive, resemble it, or bear similar fruit, e.g., 
Russian olive

 .




4.
 
(also 
olive green

 )
 — a grayish-green color like that of an unripe olive.




5.
 
a metal ring or fitting that is tightened under a threaded nut to form a seal, as in a compression joint.




6.
 
(also 
olive shell

 )
 — a marine mollusk with a smooth, roughly cylindrical shell that is typically brightly colored.

[Genus 
Oliva

 , family 
Olividae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
grayish-green, like an unripe olive




•
 
a small figure in olive fatigues.










2.
 
(of the complexion) yellowish brown; sallow.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
oliva

 , from Greek 
elaia

 , from 
elaion

 ‘oil.’





olive branch






noun



1.
 
the branch of an olive tree, traditionally regarded as a symbol of peace (in allusion to the story of Noah in Gen. 8:1, in which a dove returns with an olive branch after the Flood).




2.
 
an offer of reconciliation




•
 
the government is 
holding out an olive branch to

 the demonstrators.



















Olive Branch






a city in northern Mississippi, just south of the Tennessee border; pop. 31,830 (est. 2008).









olive drab






noun




a dull olive-green color, used in some military uniforms.













olive oil

 
/ˈäləv ˌoil/






noun




an oil pressed from ripe olives, used in cooking, medicines, soap, etc.













Oliver

 
/ˈäləvər/






the companion of Roland in the 
Chanson de Roland

 (see Roland
 ).









olive-skinned

 
/ˌäləvˈskind/






adjective




(of a person) having yellowish-brown skin




•
 
an olive-skinned Italian goddess.



















Olivier, Laurence

 
/əˈlivēā, ōˈlivi-/






Baron Olivier of Brighton (1907–89), English actor and director; full name 
Laurence Kerr Olivier

 . Following his professional debut in 1924, he performed all the major Shakespearean roles; he was also director of the National Theatre (1963–73). His movies include 
Wuthering Heights

 (1939), 
Rebecca

 (1940), 
Pride and Prejudice

 (1940), 
Henry V

 (1944), and 
Hamlet

 (1948).









olivine

 
/ˈäləˌvēn/





I.
 
noun




an olive-green, gray-green, or brown mineral occurring widely in basalt, peridotite, and other basic igneous rocks. It is a silicate containing varying proportions of magnesium, iron, and other elements.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
oliva

 (see olive
 ) + -ine
 1
 .






olla podrida

 
/ˌälə pəˈdrēdə, ˌô(l)yə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a highly spiced Spanish-style stew containing a mixture of meat and vegetables.




2.
 
any miscellaneous assortment or collection




•
 
an olla podrida of romance, comedy, and tragedy.

















– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘rotten pot,’ from Latin 
olla

 ‘jar’ + 
putridus

 ‘rotten.’






ollie

 
/älē/





I.
 
noun




(in skateboarding and snowboarding) a jump performed without the aid of a takeoff ramp, executed by pushing the back foot down on the tail of the board, bringing the board off the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform an ollie.











– origin

 1970s: from the name of the US skateboarder Alan ‘Ollie’ Gelfand, who invented the jump in 1976.





Olmec

 
/ˈälˌmek, ˈōl-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a prehistoric people inhabiting the coast of Veracruz and western Tabasco on the Gulf of Mexico (
c.

 1200–400 
BC

 ), who established what was probably the first Meso-American civilization.




2.
 
a people living in the same general area as the prehistoric Olmec during the 15th and 16th centuries.











– origin

 from Nahuatl 
Olmecatl

 , (plural) 
Olmeca

 , literally ‘inhabitants of the rubber country.’





Olmsted, Frederick Law

 
/ˈōmˌsted/






(1822–1903) US landscape architect. He designed Central Park in New York City, Fairmount Park in Philadelphia, and the Capitol grounds in Washington, DC.









ology

 
/ˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a subject of study; a branch of knowledge.








II.
 
derivatives





ologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Olomouc

 
/ˈôlômōts/






an industrial city in the Czech Republic, on the Morava River, in northern Moravia; pop. 99,966 (2007).









oloroso

 
/ˌōləˈrōsō/





I.
 
noun




a dry or medium-dry Spanish sherry.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘fragrant.’






Olsztyn

 
/ˈôlSHtin/






a city in northern Poland, in the Masuria region; pop. 175,098 (2007). Founded in 1348 by the Teutonic Knights, it was part of Prussia from 1772 until 1945.

German name Allenstein
 .










Olympia

 
/əˈlimpēə/





I.
 
a plain in Greece, in the western Peloponnese. In ancient Greece it was the site of the chief sanctuary of the god Zeus, the place where the original Olympic Games were held.




II.
 
the capital of Washington, a port on Puget Sound; pop. 45,322 (est. 2008).









Olympiad

 
/əˈlimpēəd ōˈlimpēˌad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a celebration of the ancient or modern Olympic Games.




2.
 
a period of four years between Olympic Games, used by the ancient Greeks in dating events.




3.
 
a major national or international contest in some activity, notably chess or bridge.











– origin

 via French or Latin from Greek 
Olumpias, Olumpiad-

 , from 
Olumpios

 (see also Olympian
 and Olympic
 ).






Olympian

 
/əˈlimpēən ōˈlimpēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
associated with Mount Olympus in northeastern Greece, or with the Greek gods whose home was traditionally held to be there.




2.
 
resembling or appropriate to a god, especially in superiority and aloofness




•
 
the court is capable of an Olympian detachment.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — relating to the ancient or modern Olympic Games.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the twelve Greek gods regarded as living on Olympus.




2.
 
a person of great attainments or exalted position.




3.
 
a competitor in the Olympic Games.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: 
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective from Latin 
Olympus

 (see Olympus
 ) + -ian
 ; 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective from 
Olympia

 (see Olympia
 ) + -an
 .






Olympic

 
/əˈlimpik ōˈlimpik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the ancient city of Olympia or the Olympic Games




•
 
an Olympic champion.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Olumpikos

 ‘of Olympus or Olympia,’ the latter (see Olympia
 ) being the site of games in honor of Zeus of 
Olympus

 .





Olympic flame






noun




a flame lit at Olympia in Greece, the site of the ancient Olympics, and ceremonially conveyed to the city that is hosting the Olympic and Paralympic Games, where it is kept alight for the duration of the Games




•
 
the closing ceremony ended with a firework display and the extinguishing of the Olympic flame.



















Olympic Games

 
the Olympics





I.
 
a modern sports festival held traditionally every four years in different venues, instigated by the Frenchman 
Baron de Coubertin

 (1863–1937) in 1896. Athletes representing more than 200 countries compete for gold, silver, and bronze medals in a great variety of sports. Since 1992, the Summer Games and Winter Games alternate every two years.




II.
 
an ancient Greek festival with athletic, literary, and musical competitions, held at Olympia every four years traditionally from 776 
BC

 until abolished by the Roman emperor Theodosius I in 
AD

 393.









Olympic Peninsula






a region in northwestern Washington, on the Pacific Ocean and Juan de Fuca Strait. The Olympic Mountains and Olympic National Park are here.









Olympic-sized

 
/əˈlimpikˌsīzd /

 
Olympic-size






adjective




(of a swimming pool or other sports venue) of the dimensions prescribed for modern Olympic competitions.













Olympic torch






noun




a cylindrical or cone-shaped object in which the Olympic flame is ceremonially carried




•
 
an estimated 15,000 people gathered for an evening of celebration to mark the Olympic torch's arrival in Wales.




















Olympus

 
/əˈlimpəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the home of the twelve principal gods, identified in later antiquity with Mount Olympus in northern Greece.









Olympus, Mount





I.
 
a mountain in northern Greece that rises to 9,570 feet (2,917 m), at the eastern end of the range dividing Thessaly from Macedonia.




II.
 
a mountain in Cyprus that rises to 6,400 feet (1,951 m), in the Troodos range. It is the highest peak on the island.









om

 
/ōm/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 
[Tibetan Buddhism]

 a mystic syllable, considered the most sacred mantra. It appears at the beginning and end of most Sanskrit recitations, prayers, and texts.











– origin

 Sanskrit, sometimes regarded as three sounds, 
a-u-m

 , symbolic of the three major Hindu deities.





OM






abbreviation




(in the UK) Order of Merit.














-oma





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting tumors and other abnormal growths




•
 
carcinoma.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from a Greek suffix denoting the result of verbal action.





Omaha1


 
/ˈōməhä/






a city in eastern Nebraska, on the Missouri River; pop. 438,646 (est. 2008).









Omaha2


 
/ˈōməhä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of northeastern Nebraska.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Omaha.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Omaha or their language.











– origin

 from Omaha 
umãhã

 ‘upstream.’





Omaha Beach






the name used during the D-Day landing in June 1944 for one part of the Norman coast where US troops landed. It is at the mouth of the Vire River, at the village of Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, northwest of Bayeux.









omakase

 
/ˌōməˈkäsā, ōˈmäkəsā/





I.
 
noun




(in a Japanese restaurant) a meal consisting of dishes selected by the chef




•
 
we had the five-course omakase




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Jonathan suggests the omakase menu.

















– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘respectfully leaving another to decide what is best.’






Oman

 
/ōˈmän/







1.
 
a country at the eastern corner of the Arabian peninsula; pop. 3,418,100 (est. 2009); capital, Muscat; language, Arabic (official).





An independent sultanate known as Muscat and Oman until 1970, Oman was the most influential power in the region during the 19th century; it controlled Zanzibar and other territory. Since the late 19th century, it has had strong links with Britain. The economy is dependent on oil, discovered in 1964.









Oman, Gulf of






an inlet of the Arabian Sea, connected by the Strait of Hormuz to the Persian Gulf.









Omani

 
/ōˈmänē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Oman or its people




•
 
a traditional Omani coffee pot.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Oman




•
 
sea shantys have been sung throughout the sea-faring Omanis' history.



















Omar I

 
/ˌōmär THə ˈfərst/






(
c.

 581–644), Muslim caliph 634–44. He conquered Syria, Palestine, and Egypt.









Omar Khayyám

 
/kīˈäm, -ˈam/






(died 1123), Persian poet, mathematician, and astronomer. His 
rubáiyát

 (quatrains), found in 
The Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám

 (translation published 1859), are meditations on the mysteries of existence and celebrations of worldly pleasures.










omasum

 
/ōˈmāsəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the muscular third stomach of a ruminant animal, between the reticulum and the abomasum.

Also called psalterium
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bullock's tripe.’





OMB






abbreviation




(in the federal government) Office of Management and Budget.













ombre

 
/ˈämbər/





I.
 
noun




a trick-taking card game for three people using a pack of forty cards, popular in Europe in the 17th–18th centuries.











– origin

 from Spanish 
hombre

 ‘man,’ with reference to one player seeking to win the pool.





ombré

 
/ˈämbrā/





I.
 
adjective




having tones of color that shade into each other, graduating from light to dark




•
 
a blue and white ombré silk shift




•
 
her shoulder-length ombré hair.

















– origin

 French, past participle of 
ombrer

 ‘to shade.’





ombro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to rain




•
 
ombrotrophic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ombros

 ‘rain shower.’





ombrotrophic

 
/ˌämbrəˈtrōfik, -ˈträfik/






adjective






[Ecology]

 (of a bog or its vegetation) dependent on atmospheric moisture for its nutrients.













ombudsman

 
/ˈämbədzmən/





I.
 
noun




an official appointed to investigate individuals' complaints against maladministration, especially that of public authorities.











– origin

 1950s: from Swedish, ‘legal representative.’





ombudsperson

 
/ˈämbədzpərsən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person acting as an ombudsman.













Omdurman

 
/ˌämdərˈmän/






a city in central Sudan, on the Nile River opposite Khartoum; pop. 3,151,600 (est. 2007).










-ome





I.
 
suffix






[chiefly Biology]

 forming nouns denoting objects or parts having a specified nature




•
 
rhizome




•
 
trichome.

















– origin

 variant form of -oma
 .





omega

 
/ōˈmāɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twenty-fourth, and last, letter of the Greek alphabet (Ω, ω), transliterated as ‘o’ or ‘ō.’




2.
 
the last of a series; the final development


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the omega point.










3.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Omega

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the twenty-fourth star in a constellation




•
 
Omega Scorpii.














II.
 
symbol




(
Ω

 )
 — ohm(s)




•
 
a 100Ω resistor.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ō mega

 ‘big O.’





omega-3 fatty acid






noun




an unsaturated fatty acid of a kind occurring chiefly in fish oils, with three double bonds at particular positions in the hydrocarbon chain.













omelet

 
/ˈäm(ə)lət /

 
omelette





I.
 
noun




a dish of beaten eggs cooked in a frying pan until firm, often with a filling added while cooking, and usually served folded over.











– origin

 French 
omelette

 , earlier 
amelette

 , alteration of 
alumette

 , variant of 
alumelle

 , from 
lemele

 ‘knife blade,’ from Latin 
lamella

 (see lamella
 ). The association with ‘knife blade’ is probably because of the thin flat shape of an omelet.





omen

 
/ˈōmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event regarded as a portent of good or evil




•
 
the ghost's appearance was an ill omen




•
 
a rise in imports might be an 
omen of

 recovery.










2.
 
prophetic significance




•
 
the raven seemed a bird of evil omen.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin.





omentum

 
/ˌōˈmen(t)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a fold of peritoneum connecting the stomach with other abdominal organs.








II.
 
derivatives





omental

 
/ōˈmentl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.






omer

 
/ˈōmər, ˈōmer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ancient Hebrew dry measure, the tenth part of an ephah.




2.
 
(
Omer

 )
 — 

[Judaism]

 a sheaf of corn or omer of grain presented as an offering on the second day of Passover.




3.
 
the period of 49 days between the second day of Passover and Shavuoth (Pentecost).











– origin

 from Hebrew 
῾ōmer

 .





omertà

 
/ōˈmertə/






noun




(as practiced by the Mafia) a code of silence about criminal activity and a refusal to give evidence to authorities.













-ometer






combining form



1.
 
forming nouns denoting an instrument for measuring something




•
 
speedometer.










2.
 


‹informal›

 forming nouns denoting a measure of a quality, emotion, etc.




•
 
stress-ometer




•
 
drunkometer.




















OMG

 
/ˌōemˈjē/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express shock, excitement, disbelief, etc.




•
 
OMG! If my parents find out they will go crazy!

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the initial letters of 
oh my God!

 (the final elements may sometimes represent 
goodness

 , 
gosh

 , etc.).





omicron

 
/ˈäməˌkrän ˈōməˌkrän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fifteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (Ο, ο), transliterated as ‘o.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Omicron

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the fifteenth star in a constellation




•
 
Omicron Piscium.

















– origin

 from Greek 
o mikron

 ‘little O.’





omigod

 
/ˌōmīˈɡäd /

 
omigosh





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express shock, excitement, disbelief, etc.




•
 
omigod, omigod, I'm going to be famous!

















– origin

 1960s: altered spelling of 
oh my God

 .





ominous

 
/ˈämənəs/





I.
 
adjective




giving the impression that something bad or unpleasant is going to happen; threatening; inauspicious




•
 
there were ominous dark clouds gathering overhead.














II.
 
derivatives





ominousness

 
/ˈämənəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ominosus

 , from 
omen

 , 
omin-

 ‘omen.’





ominously

 
/ˈämənəslē/






adverb




in a way that suggests that something bad is going to happen




•
 
thunderclouds loomed ominously overhead




•
 
the ominously named Shipwreck Bay.



















omission

 
/əˈmiSH(ə)n ōˈmiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
someone or something that has been left out or excluded




•
 
there are glaring omissions in the report.










2.
 
the action of excluding or leaving out someone or something




•
 
the omission of recent publications from his bibliography.










3.
 
a failure to do something, especially something that one has a moral or legal obligation to do




•
 
to pay compensation for a wrongful act or omission.














II.
 
derivatives





omissive

 
/ōˈmisiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
omissio(n-)

 , from the verb 
omittere

 (see omit
 ).






omit

 
/əˈmit ōˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave out or exclude (someone or something), either intentionally or forgetfully




•
 
a significant detail was 
omitted from

 your story.










2.
 
fail or neglect to do (something); leave undone




•
 
the final rinse is omitted




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he modestly omits to mention that he was pole-vault champion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
omissible

 
/ōˈmisəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
omittable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
omittere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘down’ + 
mittere

 ‘let go.’





ommatidium

 
/ˌäməˈtidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 each of the optical units that make up a compound eye, as of an insect.








II.
 
derivatives





ommatidial

 
/-ˈtidēə /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ommatidion

 , diminutive of 
omma

 , 
ommat-

 ‘eye.’





ommatophore

 
/əˈmadəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a part of an invertebrate animal, especially a stalk or tentacle, that bears an eye.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
omma

 , 
ommat-

 ‘eye’ + -phore
 .






omni-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
all; of all things




•
 
omniscient




•
 
omnifarious.










2.
 
in all ways or places




•
 
omnicompetent




•
 
omnipresent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
omnis

 ‘all.’






omnibus

 
/ˈämnəˌbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a volume containing several novels or other items previously published separately




•
 
an omnibus of her first trilogy.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a bus.








II.
 
adjective




comprising several items




•
 
Congress passed an omnibus anticrime package.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French from Latin, literally ‘for all,’ dative plural of 
omnis

 .





omnichannel

 
/ˈämnəˌCHanl/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a type of retail that integrates the different methods of shopping available to consumers (e.g., online, in a physical store, or by phone)




•
 
80 percent of sales for omnichannel retailers happen in the offline world.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from omni-
 ‘all’ + channel
 .





omnidirectional

 
/ˌämnəˌdəˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l ˌämnəˌdīˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective






[Telecommunications]

 receiving signals from or transmitting in all directions.













omnifarious

 
/ˌämnəˈferēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 comprising or relating to all sorts or varieties.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
omnifariously






adverb













2.
 
omnifariousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
omnifarius

 + -ous
 ; compare with multifarious
 .





omnipotence

 
/ämˈnipədəns/






noun




the quality of having unlimited or very great power




•
 
God's omnipotence.



















omnipotent

 
/ˌämˈnipəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a deity) having unlimited power; able to do anything.




2.
 
having ultimate power and influence




•
 
an omnipotent sovereign.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the Omnipotent

 )


1.
 
God.








III.
 
derivatives





omnipotently






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a divine attribute): via Old French from Latin 
omnipotent-

 ‘all-powerful.’





omnipresence

 
/ˌämnəˈprez(ə)ns/






noun



1.
 
the state of being widespread or constantly encountered




•
 
the omnipresence of the Internet in society today




•
 
the omnipresence of TVs in public venues.










2.
 
the presence of God everywhere at the same time




•
 
how does God's universal action prove His omnipresence?



















omnipresent

 
/ˌämnəˈpreznt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
widely or constantly encountered; common or widespread




•
 
the omnipresent threat of natural disasters.










2.
 
(of God) present everywhere at the same time.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
omnipraesent-

 .





omnirange

 
/ˈämnərān(d)ZH/






noun




a navigation system in which short-range omnidirectional VHF transmitters serve as radio beacons.













omniscience

 
/ämˈniSH(ə)ns ämˈnisēəns/






noun




the state of knowing everything




•
 
the notion of divine omniscience




•
 
his reputation for near omniscience and infallibility.



















omniscient

 
/ämˈnisēənt ämˈnisēənt/





I.
 
adjective




knowing everything




•
 
the story is told by an omniscient narrator.














II.
 
derivatives





omnisciently






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
omniscient-

 ‘all-knowing,’ based on 
scire

 ‘to know.’





omnisexual

 
/ˌämnəˈsekSHəwəl/





I.
 
adjective




involving, related to, or characterized by a diverse sexual propensity.








II.
 
derivatives





omnisexuality

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oˈalitē /






noun





















omnium

 
/ˈämnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Cycling]

 a track cycling competition consisting of a number of contests of different types, both races and time trials.











– origin

 1940s: Latin, literally ‘of all.’





omnium gatherum

 
/ˌämnēəm ˈɡaT͟Hərəm/





I.
 
noun




a collection of miscellaneous people or things.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: mock Latin, from Latin 
omnium

 ‘of all’ and gather
 + the Latin suffix 
-um

 .





omnivore

 
/ˈämnəˌvôr/





I.
 
noun




an animal or person that eats food of both plant and animal origin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
omnivorus

 ‘omnivorous.’





omnivorous

 
/ämˈniv(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal or person) feeding on food of both plant and animal origin.




2.
 
taking in or using whatever is available




•
 
an omnivorous reader.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
omnivorously






adverb













2.
 
omnivorousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
omnivorus

 + -ous
 .





omophagy

 
/ōˈmäfəjē /

 
omophagia





I.
 
noun




the eating of raw food, especially raw meat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
omophagic

 
/ˌōməˈfajik /






adjective













2.
 
omophagist

 
/-jist /






noun













3.
 
omophagous

 
/-ɡəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
ōmophagia

 , from 
ōmos

 ‘raw’ + 
-phagia

 (from 
phagein

 ‘eat’).





Omotic

 
/ōˈmädik/





I.
 
noun




a subfamily of Afro-Asiatic languages spoken in Ethiopia, with over thirty members.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Omotic subfamily of languages.











– origin

 1970s: from 
Omo

 , the name of a river in southwestern Ethiopia, + -otic
 .





omphalitis

 
/ämfəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the navel, especially in newborn babies




•
 
symptoms of omphalitis begin two to three days after birth.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from omphalo-
 + -itis
 .






omphalo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the navel.











– origin

 from Greek 
omphalos

 ‘navel.’





omphalos

 
/ˈämfələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 the center or hub of something




•
 
this was the omphalos of confusion and strife.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a rounded stone (especially that at Delphi) representing the navel of the earth in ancient Greek mythology.











– origin

 Greek, literally ‘navel.’





Omsk

 
/ämsk/






a city in south central Russia, on the Irtysh River; pop. 1,131,100 (est. 2008).










on

 
/än ôn/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
physically in contact with and supported by (a surface)




•
 
on the table was a water jug




•
 
she was lying on the floor




•
 
a sign on the front gate.










2.
 
located somewhere in the general surface area of (a place)




•
 
an internment camp on the island




•
 
the house on the corner.










3.
 
as a result of accidental physical contact with




•
 
one of the children had cut a foot on some glass




•
 
he banged his head on a beam.










4.
 
supported by (a part of the body)




•
 
he was lying on his back.










5.
 
so as to be supported or held by




•
 
put it on the table.










6.
 
in the possession of (the person referred to)




•
 
she only had a few dollars on her.










7.
 
forming a distinctive or marked part of (the surface of something)




•
 
a scratch on her arm




•
 
a smile on her face.










8.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a topic




•
 
a book on careers




•
 
essays on a wide range of issues.










9.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a basis




•
 
modeled on the Mayflower Compact




•
 
dependent on availability.










10.
 
as a member of (a committee, jury, or other body)




•
 
they would be allowed to serve on committees.










11.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a target, aim, or focus




•
 
five air raids on the city




•
 
thousands marching on Washington




•
 
her eyes were fixed on his dark profile.










12.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a medium for transmitting or storing information




•
 
put your ideas down on paper




•
 
stored on the client's own computer.










13.
 
being broadcast by (a radio or television channel)




•
 
a new TV series on Channel 4.










14.
 
in the course of (a journey)




•
 
he was on his way to see his mother.










15.
 
while traveling in (a public conveyance)




•
 
John got some sleep on the plane.










16.
 
onto (a public conveyance) with the intention of traveling in it




•
 
we got on the train.










17.
 
indicating the day or part of a day during which an event takes place




•
 
reported on September 26




•
 
on a very hot evening in July.










18.
 
at the time of




•
 
she was booed on arriving home.










19.
 
engaged in




•
 
his attendant was out on errands.










20.
 
regularly taking (a drug or medicine)




•
 
he is on morphine to relieve the pain.










21.
 
paid for by




•
 
the drinks are on me.










22.
 
added to




•
 
a few cents on the electric bill is nothing compared with your security.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
physically in contact with and supported by a surface




•
 
make sure the lid is on.










2.
 
(of clothing) being worn by a person




•
 
sitting with her coat on




•
 
get your shoes on.










3.
 
indicating continuation of a movement or action




•
 
she burbled on




•
 
he drove on




•
 
and so on.










4.
 
further forward; in an advanced state




•
 
later on




•
 
time's getting on.










5.
 
(of an entertainment or other event) taking place or being presented




•
 
what's on at the festival




•
 
there's a good film on this afternoon.










6.
 
due to take place as planned




•
 
the reorganization is still on.










7.
 
(of an electrical appliance or power supply) functioning




•
 
they always left the lights on.










8.
 
(of a performer, etc.) broadcasting or acting.




9.
 
(of an employee) working.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on about








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 talk about tediously and at length




•
 
she's always on about doing one's duty.















2.
 
it's not on








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 it's impractical or unacceptable.









3.
 
on and off






intermittently




•
 
it rained on and off most of the afternoon.















4.
 
on and on






continually; at tedious length




•
 
he went on and on about his grandad's trombone.















5.
 
what are you on?








‹informal›

 said to express incredulity at someone's behavior, with the implication that they must be under the influence of drugs.









6.
 
you're on








‹informal›

 said by way of accepting a challenge or bet.















– origin

 Old English 
on

 , 
an

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
aan

 and German 
an

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
ana

 .





ON1







abbreviation




Ontario (in official postal use).













ON2







abbreviation




Old Norse.














-on





I.
 
suffix

 — , &


1.
 


[Physics]

 
[Biochemistry]

 
[Chemistry]

 forming nouns:




2.
 


[Physics]

 
[Biochemistry]

 
[Chemistry]

 denoting subatomic particles or quanta




•
 
neutron




•
 
photon.










3.
 


[Physics]

 
[Biochemistry]

 
[Chemistry]

 denoting molecular units




•
 
codon.










4.
 


[Physics]

 
[Biochemistry]

 
[Chemistry]

 denoting substances




•
 
interferon.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 originally in 
electron

 , from ion
 , influenced (as in 
sense

 2) by Greek 
ōn

 ‘being’; 
sense

 3 is on the pattern of words such as 
cotton

 or from German 
-on

 .






onager

 
/ˈänəjər ˈônəjər/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a race of the Asian wild ass native to northern Iran.

[
Equus hemionus onager

 , family 
Equidae

 . Compare with kiang
 .]











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
onagros

 , from 
onos

 ‘ass’ + 
agrios

 ‘wild.’





on-air

 
//






adjective, adverb




being broadcast on radio or television


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
live, on-air interviews




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he apologized on-air for the comment.



















onanism

 
/ˈōnəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 masturbation.




2.
 


‹formal›

 coitus interruptus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
onanist

 
/ˈōnənəst /






noun













2.
 
onanistic

 
/ˌōnəˈnistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
onanisme

 or modern Latin 
onanismus

 , from the biblical story of Onan (Gen. 38:8).





Onassis, Aristotle

 
/ōˈnasis/






(1906–75), Greek shipping magnate and international businessman; full name 
Aristotle Socrates Onassis

 . He owned a substantial shipping empire and founded Olympic Airways, Greece's national airline, in 1957. In 1968, he married Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, the widow of John F. Kennedy.









Onassis, Jacqueline Kennedy






(1929–94), US first lady (1961–63); known as 
Jackie O

 ; born 
Jacqueline Lee Bouvier

 . She worked as a photographer before she married John F. Kennedy in 1953. After he was assassinated, she married Aristotle Onassis in 1968 and, after his death, pursued a career in publishing.









on-board





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
available or situated on a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle.




2.
 


[Computing]

 denoting or controlled from a facility or feature incorporated into the main circuit board of a computer or computerized device.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go through procedures to effectively integrate (a new employee) into an organization or familiarize (a new customer or client) with one's products or services




•
 
this data has tremendous value in helping to onboard new hires and manage their performance




•
 
my focus has been restructuring how we do things when we onboard a client.



















onboarding

 
/ˌänˈbôrdiNG/






noun




the action or process of integrating a new employee into an organization or familiarizing a new customer or client with one's products or services




•
 
after the initial onboarding is complete, continue to offer new hires relevant training and development opportunities




•
 
client onboarding is a critical time for any business




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a little extra effort during the onboarding period can go a long way towards improving staff retention.




















once

 
/wəns/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
on one occasion or for one time only




•
 
they deliver once a week.










2.
 
(usu. with 
negative

 or 
if

 )
 — at all; on even one occasion (used for emphasis)




•
 
he never once complained




•
 
if she once got an idea in her head you'd never move it.










3.
 
at some time in the past; formerly




•
 
He had once been an Army officer.














II.
 
conjunction




as soon as; when




•
 
once the grapes were pressed, the juice was put into barrels.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all at once





a.
 
without warning; suddenly




•
 
all at once the noise stopped.










b.
 
all at the same time




•
 
scared and excited all at once.















2.
 
at once





a.
 
immediately




•
 
I fell asleep at once.










b.
 
simultaneously




•
 
computers that can do many things at once.















3.
 
for once (or this once)






on this occasion only, as an exception




•
 
He was glad that for once he had not listened.















4.
 
once a ——, always a ——








‹proverb›

 a person cannot change their fundamental nature




•
 
once a whiner, always a whiner.















5.
 
once again (or more)






one more time.









6.
 
once and for all (or once for all)






now and for the last time; finally.









7.
 
once and future






denoting someone or something that is eternal, enduring, or constant.

[1950s: from T. H. White's 
Once and Future King

 (1958).]









8.
 
once bitten, twice shy






see bite
 .









9.
 
once (or every once) in a while






from time to time; occasionally.









10.
 
once or twice






a few times.









11.
 
once upon a time





a.
 
at some time in the past (used as a conventional opening of a story).




b.
 
formerly




•
 
once upon a time she would have been jealous, but no longer.





















– origin

 Middle English 
ones

 , genitive of one
 . The spelling change in the 16th cent. was in order to retain the unvoiced sound of the final consonant.





once-over

 
/ˈwəns ˌōvər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a rapid inspection or search




•
 
some doctor came and gave us all a once-over.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a piece of work that is done quickly




•
 
a quick once-over with a broom.



















on-chip

 
/ˌônˈCHip/






adjective






[Electronics]

 denoting or relating to circuitry included in a single integrated circuit or in the same integrated circuit as a given device.














onchocerciasis

 
/ˌäNGkōsərˈkīəsəs/





I.
 
noun




technical term for river blindness
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Onchocerca

 (from Greek 
onkos

 ‘barb’ + 
kerkos

 ‘tail’) + -iasis
 .






onco-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to tumors




•
 
oncology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
onkos

 ‘mass.’





oncogene

 
/ˈänkōˌjēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a gene that in certain circumstances can transform a cell into a tumor cell.













oncogenic

 
/ˌänkōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 causing development of a tumor or tumors.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oncogenesis

 
/ˌäNGkōˈjenəsəs /






noun













2.
 
oncogenicity

 
/-jəˈnisitē /






noun





















oncologist

 
/änˈkäləjəst äNGˈkäləjəst ônˈkäləjəst ôNGˈkäləjəst/






noun






[Medicine]

 a medical practitioner qualified to diagnose and treat tumors.













oncology

 
/änˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the study and treatment of tumors.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oncologic

 
/ˌänkəˈläjik, ˌäNG- /






adjective













2.
 
oncological

 
/ˌänkäˈläjik(ə)l /






adjective





















oncoming

 
/ˈänˌkəmiNG ˈônˌkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
approaching; moving toward




•
 
she walked into the path of an oncoming car.










2.
 
due to happen or occur in the near future




•
 
the oncoming Antarctic winter.














II.
 
noun




the fact of being about to happen in the near future




•
 
the oncoming of age.



















OncoMouse

 
/ˈäNGkəˌmous /

 
oncomouse





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a transgenic mouse carrying an activated human cancer gene, used in laboratory experiments.











– origin

 from onco-
 + mouse
 .





oncoprotein

 
/ˌäNGkəˈprōtēn/





I.
 
noun




a protein encoded by an oncogene which can cause the transformation of a cell into a tumor cell if introduced into it.











– origin

 from onco-
 + protein
 .





OND






abbreviation






‹historical›

 (in the UK) Ordinary National Diploma (a qualification in technical subjects).













Ondaatje, Michael

 
/änˈdäjē, änˈdätyə/






(1943–), Canadian writer, born in Sri Lanka; full name 
Philip Michael Ondaatje

 . Notable works: 
Running in the Family

 (autobiography, 1982), 
The English Patient

 (novel, Booker Prize, 1992; film 1996), and 
Anil's Ghost

 (2000).










one

 
/wən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
i

 , 
I

 )
 — the lowest cardinal number; half of two; 1




•
 
there's only room for one person




•
 
two could live as cheaply as one




•
 
one hundred miles




•
 
World War One




•
 
a one-bedroom apartment.










2.
 
a single person or thing, viewed as taking the place of a group




•
 
they would straggle home in ones and twos.










3.
 
single; just one as opposed to any more or to none at all (used for emphasis)




•
 
her one concern is to save her daughter.










4.
 
denoting a particular item of a pair or number of items




•
 
electronics is one of his hobbies




•
 
he put one hand over her shoulder and one around her waist




•
 
a glass tube closed at one end.










5.
 
denoting a particular but unspecified occasion or period




•
 
one afternoon in late October.










6.
 
used before a name to denote a person who is not familiar or has not been previously mentioned; a certain




•
 
he worked as a clerk for one Mr. Ming.










7.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a noteworthy example of (used for emphasis)




•
 
the actor was one smart-mouthed troublemaker




•
 
he was 
one hell of a

 snappy dresser.










8.
 
identical; the same




•
 
all types of training meet one common standard.










9.
 
one year old.




10.
 
one o'clock




•
 
it's half past one




•
 
I'll be there at one.










11.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a one-dollar bill.




12.
 


‹informal›

 an alcoholic drink




•
 
a cool one after a day on the water.










13.
 


‹informal›

 a joke or story




•
 
the one about the chicken farmer and the spaceship.










14.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by one.




15.
 
a domino or dice with one spot.








II.
 
pronoun



1.
 
referring to a person or thing previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
her mood changed from one of moroseness to one of joy




•
 
her best apron, the white one




•
 
do you want one?










2.
 
a person of a specified kind




•
 
you're the one who ruined her life




•
 
Eleanor was never one to be trifled with




•
 
my friends and 
loved ones

 .










3.
 
a person who is remarkable or extraordinary in some way




•
 
you never saw 
such a one

 for figures.










4.
 
[
third person singular

 ]
 — used to refer to the speaker, or any person, as representing people in general




•
 
one must admire him for his willingness




•
 
one gets the impression that he is ahead.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one






in agreement or harmony




•
 
they were completely 
at one with

 their environment.















2.
 
for one






used to stress that the person named holds the specified view, even if no one else does




•
 
I for one am getting a little sick of writing about it.















3.
 
one after another (or the other)






following one another in quick succession




•
 
one after another, the buses drew up.















4.
 
one and all






everyone




•
 
well done, one and all!















5.
 
one and only






unique; single (used for emphasis or as a designation of a celebrity)




•
 
the title of his one and only book




•
 
the one and only Muhammad Ali.















6.
 
one by one






separately and in succession; singly.









7.
 
one day






see day
 .









8.
 
one-for-one

 
/ˌwənf(ə)rˈwən /






denoting or referring to a situation or arrangement in which one thing corresponds to or is exchanged for another




•
 
donations would be matched on a one-for-one basis with public revenues.















9.
 
one of a kind






see kind
 1
 .









10.
 
one-on-one (or one-to-one)






denoting or referring to a situation in which two parties come into direct contact, opposition, or correspondence




•
 
maybe we should talk to them one-on-one.















11.
 
one or another (or the other)






denoting or referring to a particular but unspecified one out of a set of items




•
 
not all instances fall neatly into one or another of these categories.















12.
 
one or two








‹informal›

 a few




•
 
there are one or two signs worth watching for.















13.
 
one thing and another








‹informal›

 used to cover various unspecified matters, events, or tasks




•
 


what with one thing and another

 she hadn't had much sleep recently.















14.
 
the one

 

‹informal›







a person's destined life partner




•
 
it sounds corny, but I think he's the one.





















– origin

 Old English 
ān

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
een

 and German 
ein

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
unus

 . The initial 
w

 sound developed before the 15th cent. and was occasionally represented in the spelling; it was not accepted into standard English until the late 17th cent. / 
usage:

 In modern English, the use of 
one

 as a pronoun to mean ‘anyone’ or ‘me and people in general,’ as in 
one

 must try 
one's

 best, is generally restricted to formal contexts, outside which it is likely to be regarded as rather pompous or old-fashioned. In informal and spoken contexts, the normal alternative is 
you

 , as in 
you

 have to do what 
you

 can, don't 
you

 ?






-one





I.
 
suffix






[Chemistry]

 forming nouns denoting various compounds, especially ketones




•
 
acetone




•
 
quinone.

















– origin

 from Greek patronymic 
-ōnē

 .





one-acter






noun




a one-act play.













O'Neal, Shaquille

 
/ōˈnēl/






(1972–), US basketball player. During his career as a center since 1992, he has played for the Orlando Magic, Los Angeles Lakers, Miami Heat, Phoenix Suns, and Cleveland Cavaliers.









one another

 
/wən əˈnəT͟Hər/






pronoun




each other




•
 
the children used to tease one another.



















one-armed bandit

 
/wən ärmd ˈbandit/






noun






‹informal›

 a slot machine operated by pulling a long handle at the side.













one-click






adjective




denoting a process or procedure that can be completed with one click of a button on a computer mouse, touchpad, etc.




•
 
more than six million songs are available for preview and one-click purchase.



















one-dimensional

 
/ˌwəndəˈmen(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l ˌwəndīˈmen(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to a single dimension




•
 
one-dimensional curves.










2.
 
lacking depth; superficial




•
 
the supporting roles are alarmingly one-dimensional creations.














II.
 
derivatives





one-dimensionality






noun





















one-down

 
/ˌwənˈdoun/






adjective






‹informal›

 at a psychological disadvantage in a game or a competitive situation.













one-eighty





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a turn to face in the opposite direction




•
 
I sat in front of them, turning my desk in a one-eighty.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a complete reversal in attitude or opinion




•
 
her personality 
did a one-eighty

 and she was back to being sweet and caring.

















– origin

 1920s: a spelling of 
180

 degrees.





Onega, Lake

 
/ōˈneɡə, əˈnyeɡə/






a lake in northwestern Russia, near the border with Finland, the second largest lake in Europe.









one-horse

 
/ˈwənˌhôrs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
drawn by or using a single horse.




2.
 


‹informal›

 small and insignificant




•
 
a 
one-horse town

 .














II.
 
phrases





one-horse race






a contest in which one candidate or competitor is clearly superior to all the others and seems certain to win.

















Oneida

 
/ōˈnīdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly inhabiting upper New York State, one of the Five Nations.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Oneida.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Oneida or their language.











– origin

 from Oneida 
onęyóte’

 ‘erected stone,’ referring to the large syenite boulder said to have appeared near the successive principal Oneida settlements.





Oneida Community






a utopian religious community, founded in New York State in 1848 and originally embracing primitive Christian beliefs and radical social and economic ideas, later relaxed. Successful in various commercial enterprises, it was formed into a joint-stock company in 1881.









O'Neill, Eugene

 
/ōˈnēl/






(1888–1953), US playwright; full name 
Eugene Gladstone O'Neill

 . He was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for his first full-length play, 
Beyond the Horizon

 (1920). Other notable works: 
The Iceman Cometh

 (1946) and 
Long Day's Journey into Night

 (1956, posthumously). Nobel Prize for Literature (1936).









oneiric

 
/ōˈnīrik/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or relating to dreams or dreaming.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
oneiros

 ‘dream’ + -ic
 .





oneiro-





I.
 
combining form




relating to dreams or dreaming




•
 
oneiromancy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
oneiros

 ‘dream.’





oneiromancy

 
/ōˈnīrəˌman(t)sē/






noun




the interpretation of dreams in order to foretell the future.













one-liner

 
/ˈˌwən ˈlīnər/






noun






‹informal›

 a short joke or witty remark.













one-lunger

 
/ˌwənˈləNGər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a single-cylinder engine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a vehicle or boat driven by a single-cylinder engine.













one-man

 
/ˈwən ˌman/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
involving, done, or operated by only one person




•
 
a one-man show.



















one-man band

 
/ˌwən ˈman ˈband/






noun



1.
 
a street entertainer who plays several instruments at the same time.




2.
 
a person who runs a business alone.













oneness

 
/ˈwən(n)əs/






noun



1.
 
the fact or state of being unified or whole, though comprised of two or more parts




•
 
the oneness of man and nature.










2.
 
identity or harmony with someone or something




•
 
a strong sense of oneness is felt with all things.










3.
 
the fact or state of being one in number




•
 
belief in the oneness of God.



















one-night stand

 
/ˈˌwən ˌnīt ˈstand/






noun



1.
 
(also 
one-nighter

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a sexual relationship lasting only one night.




2.
 
a person with whom one has a sexual relationship lasting one night.




3.
 
a single performance of a play or show in a particular place.













one-off

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
adjective




done, made, or happening only once and not repeated




•
 
one-off tax deductible donations to charity.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
something done, made, or happening only once, not as part of a regular sequence




•
 
the meeting is a one-off.










2.
 
a person who is unusual or unique, especially in an admirable way




•
 
he's a one-off, no one else has his skills.



















one-on-one

 
/ /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 one-to-one






noun






‹informal›

 a face-to-face encounter.













one-party






adjective




relating to or denoting a system of government in which only one political party is permitted




•
 
the country went from a one-party state to a multiparty democracy




•
 
opposition to one-party rule.



















one-piece

 
/ˈˌwən ˈˌpēs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of an article of clothing) made or consisting of a single piece.








II.
 
noun




an article of clothing made or consisting of a single piece




•
 
I was wearing a tight black one-piece.



















oner

 
/ˈwənər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 a remarkable person or thing.













onerous

 
/ˈōnərəs ˈänərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a task, duty, or responsibility) involving an amount of effort and difficulty that is oppressively burdensome




•
 
he found his duties increasingly onerous.










2.
 


[Law]

 involving heavy obligations




•
 
an onerous lease.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
onerously

 
/ˈōnərəslē ˈänərəslē /






adverb













2.
 
onerousness

 
/ˈōnərəsnəs ˈänərəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
onereus

 , from Latin 
onerosus

 , from 
onus

 , 
oner-

 ‘burden.’





oneself

 
/ˌwənˈself /

 
one's self





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — a person's own self




•
 
it is difficult to wrest oneself away




•
 
resolves that one makes to oneself.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — used to emphasize that one does something individually or unaided




•
 
the idea of publishing a book oneself.










3.
 
in one's normal and individual state of body or mind; not influenced by others




•
 
freedom to be oneself.














II.
 
phrases





by oneself






see by
 .

















one-shot






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 achieved with a single attempt or action




•
 
there is no one-shot solution to the problem.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 done, produced, or occurring only once




•
 
a one-shot deal.



















one-sided

 
/ˈwən ˈˌsīdid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unfairly giving or dealing with only one side of a contentious issue or question; biased or partial




•
 
the press was accused of being one-sided, of not giving a balanced picture.










2.
 
(of a contest or conflict) having a gross inequality of strength or ability between the opponents.




3.
 
(of a relationship or conversation) having all the effort or activity coming from one participant.




4.
 
having or occurring on one side of something only




•
 
printing one-sided documents.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
one-sidedly






adverb













2.
 
one-sidedness

 
/ˈwən ˈˌsīdidnis /






noun





















onesie

 
/ˈwənzē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an infant's one-piece close-fitting lightweight garment, usually having sleeves but leaving the legs uncovered and fastening with snaps at the crotch.











– origin

 1980s: from 
Onesies

 , a proprietary name for a garment of this type, based on one
 + -sy
 .





one-star






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a hotel or restaurant) given one star in a grading system in which this denotes the lowest class or quality




•
 
a good one-star hotel.










2.
 
(in the US armed forces) having or denoting the rank of brigadier general, distinguished by one star on the uniform




•
 
a one-star general.



















one-step

 
/ˈwənˌstep/





I.
 
noun




a vigorous kind of ballroom dance in duple time.








II.
 
adjective




(of a process or procedure) consisting of only one stage; straightforward




•
 
a one-step self-help program.



















one-stop

 
/ˈwən ˈˌstäp/






adjective




(of a store or other business) capable of supplying all a customer's needs within a particular range of goods or services




•
 
one-stop shopping.



















one-tailed

 
/ˈwənˌtāld/






adjective






[Statistics]

 denoting a test for deviation from the null hypothesis in one direction only.













one-time

 
/ˈwən ˈˌtīm /

 
onetime






adjective



1.
 
former




•
 
a one-time football player.










2.
 
of or relating to a single occasion




•
 
a one-time charge.



















one-touch

 
/ˈwənˌtəCH/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an electrical device or facility) able to be operated simply at or as though at the touch of a button.













one-track mind

 
/ˌwənˌtrak ˈmīnd/






noun




used in reference to a person whose thoughts are preoccupied with one subject or interest.













one-trick pony






noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing with only one special feature, talent, or area of expertise.













one-two

 
/ˌwənˈto͞o/






noun




a pair of punches in quick succession, especially with alternate hands


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a one-two punch.



















one up

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




having a psychological advantage over someone




•
 
you're always trying to be 
one up on

 whoever you're with.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
one-up

 )


1.
 
do better than (someone)




•
 
he deftly one-upped the interrogator.



















one-upmanship

 
/wənˈəpmənˌSHip/






noun






‹informal›

 the technique or practice of gaining a feeling of superiority over another person.













one-way

 
/ˈwən ˈˌwā/






adjective



1.
 
moving or allowing movement in one direction only




•
 
a one-way valve.










2.
 
(of a road or system of roads) along which traffic may pass in one direction only.




3.
 
(of a ticket) allowing a person to travel to a place but not back again.




4.
 
(of glass or a mirror) seen as a mirror from one side but transparent from the other.




5.
 
denoting a relationship in which all the action or contribution of a particular kind comes from only one member




•
 
interaction between the organism and the environment is not a one-way process.



















one-woman

 
/wən ˈwo͝omən/






adjective




involving, done, or operated by only one woman.













one-world

 
/ˌwənˈwərld/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or holding the view that the world's inhabitants are interdependent and should behave accordingly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
one-worlder






noun













2.
 
one-worldism






noun






















on-glide

 
/ˈônˌɡlīd/






noun






[Phonetics]

 a glide produced just before the articulation of another speech sound.

Compare with off-glide
 .













ongoing

 
/ˈänˌɡōiNG ˈônˌɡōiNG/





I.
 
adjective




continuing; still in progress




•
 
ongoing negotiations.














II.
 
derivatives





ongoingness






noun





















ONI






abbreviation




Office of Naval Intelligence.













oniomania

 
/ˌōnēōˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




an obsessive or uncontrollable urge to buy things




•
 
oniomania can affect either sex, but the vast majority of compulsive shoppers are adult females.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ōnios

 ‘for sale,’ from 
ōnos

 ‘price, purchase’: see -mania
 .





onion

 
/ˈənyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible bulb with a pungent taste and smell, composed of several concentric layers, used in cooking.




2.
 
the plant that produces the onion, with long rolled or straplike leaves and spherical heads of greenish-white flowers.

[
Allium cepa

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]








II.
 
phrases





know one's onions








‹informal›

 be very knowledgeable about something.












III.
 
derivatives





oniony

 
/ˈənyənē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
oignon

 , based on Latin 
unio(n-)

 , denoting a kind of onion.





onion bag






noun






[Soccer]

 
‹informal›

 a goal net (used especially in the context of scoring a goal).













onion dome

 
/ˈənyən dōm/





I.
 
noun




a dome that bulges in the middle and rises to a point, used especially in Russian church architecture.








II.
 
derivatives





onion-domed






adjective





















onion set






noun




a small onion bulb planted instead of seed to yield a mature bulb.













onionskin

 
/ˈənyənˌskin /

 
onionskin paper






noun




very fine smooth translucent paper.













onliest

 
/ˈōnlēist/






adjective






‹dialect›

 
‹humorous›

 emphatic form of only
 .













online

 
/änˈlīn /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
controlled by or connected to another computer or to a network.




2.
 
connected to the Internet or World Wide Web




•
 
the ease and convenience of online shopping.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
while so connected or under computer control.




2.
 
with processing of data carried out simultaneously with its production.




3.
 
in or into operation or existence




•
 
the town's new high-tech power plant is expected to go online this month.



















online banking






noun




a method of banking in which transactions are conducted electronically via the Internet




•
 
some customers have concerns about the security of online banking.




















online dating

 
Internet dating





I.
 
noun




the practice of searching for a romantic or sexual partner on the Internet, typically via a dedicated website.




•
 
with the rise of Internet dating has come a new carelessness about dating etiquette.














II.
 
derivatives





online dater






noun





















onliner

 
/änˈlīnər, ˈôn-/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is online; an Internet user.




•
 
how do you prevent altered ‘facts’ from being presented to young onliners as the gospel truth?



















online shopping






noun




the action or activity of buying goods or services via the Internet




•
 
broadband makes online shopping easier.



















online store






noun




a website or application by means of which goods or services are sold over the Internet




•
 
shipments from the online store.



















onlooker

 
/ˈänˌlo͝okər ˈônˌlo͝okər/





I.
 
noun




a nonparticipating observer; a spectator




•
 
a crowd of fascinated onlookers.














II.
 
derivatives





onlooking

 
/-ˌlo͝okiNG /






adjective






















only

 
/ˈōnlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
and no one or nothing more besides; solely or exclusively




•
 
there are only a limited number of tickets available




•
 
only their faith sustained them.










2.
 
no more than (implying that more was hoped for or expected); merely




•
 
deaths from heart disease have only declined by 10 percent




•
 
she was still only in her mid-thirties.










3.
 
no longer ago than




•
 
genes that were discovered only last year.










4.
 
not until




•
 
a final report reached him only on January 15.










5.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — with the negative or unfortunate result that




•
 
she turned into the parking car, only to find her way blocked.










6.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — inevitably, although unfortunate or undesirable




•
 
if banks canceled the debts, these countries 
would only

 borrow more




•
 
rebellion 
will only

 bring more unhappiness.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
alone of its or their kind; single or solitary




•
 
the only medal we had ever won




•
 
he was an only child.










2.
 
alone deserving consideration




•
 
it's simply the only place to be seen these days.














III.
 
conjunction






‹informal›

 except that; but for the fact that




•
 
he is still a young man, only he seems older because of his careworn expression.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
only just





a.
 
by a very small margin; almost not




•
 
the building survived the earthquake, but only just.










b.
 
very recently




•
 
I'd only just arrived back from Paris.















2.
 
only too ——






used to emphasize that something is the case to an extreme or regrettable extent




•
 
you should be only too glad to be rid of him




•
 
they found that the rumor was only too true.





















– origin

 Old English 
ānlic

 (adjective) (see one
 , -ly
 1
 ). / 
usage:

 In normal, everyday English, the tendency is to place 
only

 as early as possible in the sentence, generally just before the verb, and the result is rarely ambiguous. Misunderstandings are possible, however, and grammarians have debated the matter for more than two hundred years. Advice varies, but in general, ambiguity is less likely if 
only

 is placed as close as is naturally possible to the word(s) to be modified or emphasized. I saw her 
only once

 stresses the single instance; I 
only saw

 her once leaves it unclear whether she was heard (or otherwise perceived) in addition to being seen.





Ono, Yoko

 
/ˈōnō/






(1933–), US musician and artist, born in Japan. She married John Lennon in 1969 and collaborated with him on various experimental recordings.









on–off

 
/ˌänˈôf/






adjective



1.
 
(of a switch) having two positions, “on” and “off.”




2.
 
(of a relationship) not continuous or steady.














onomasiology

 
/ˌänəˌmāsēˈäləjē ˌänəˌmāzēˈäləjē ˌônəˌmāsēˈäləjē ˌônəˌmāzēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of linguistics that deals with concepts and the terms that represent them, in particular contrasting terms for similar concepts, as in a thesaurus.

Compare with semasiology
 .








II.
 
derivatives





onomasiological

 
/-əˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
onomasia

 ‘term’ + -logy
 .





onomast

 
/ˈänəˌmast/





I.
 
noun




a person who studies proper names, especially personal names.











– origin

 1980s: back-formation from onomastic
 .






onomastic

 
/ˌänəˈmastik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the study of the history and origin of proper names.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘alphabetical list of proper nouns,’ later also ‘lexicographer’): from Greek 
onomastikos

 , from 
onoma

 ‘name.’ The adjective dates from the early 18th cent.





onomastics

 
/ˌänəˈmastiks ˌônəˈmastiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the history and origin of proper names, especially personal names.














onomatopoeia

 
/ˌänəˌmadəˈpēə ˌänəˌmädəˈpēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the formation of a word from a sound associated with what is named (e.g., 
cuckoo

 , 
sizzle

 ).




2.
 
the use of onomatopoeia for rhetorical effect.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
onomatopoiia

 ‘word-making,’ from 
onoma

 , 
onomat-

 ‘name’ + 
-poios

 ‘making’ (from 
poiein

 ‘to make’).





onomatopoeic

 
/ˌänəˌmadəˈpēik ˌônəˌmadəˈpēik/





I.
 
adjective




using or relating to onomatopoeia




•
 
onomatopoeic words like ‘bang’ and ‘coo’














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
onomatopoeically

 
/-ˈpē-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
onomatopoetic

 
/-pōˈetik /






adjective





















Onondaga

 
/ˌänənˈdôɡə, ˌōnən-, -ˈdāɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an Iroquois people, one of the Five Nations, formerly inhabiting an area near Syracuse, New York.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Onondaga.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Onondaga or their language.











– origin

 from the Onondaga name of their main settlement, literally ‘on the hill.’





on-ramp

 
//






noun




a lane for traffic entering a turnpike or freeway.













on-road

 
/ˌônˈrōd/






adjective




denoting or relating to events or conditions on a road, especially a vehicle's performance.













onrush

 
/ˈänˌrəSH ˈônˌrəSH/





I.
 
noun




a surging rush forward




•
 
the mesmerizing onrush of the sea.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
onrushing

 )


1.
 
move forward in a surging rush




•
 
the walls of onrushing whitewater.



















on-screen

 
on screen
 , onscreen






adjective, adverb



1.
 
shown or appearing in a movie or television program


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
on-screen violence.










2.
 
making use of or performed with the aid of a video screen


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
on-screen editing facilities.



















onsen

 
/ˈänsen/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a hot spring, or a resort that has developed around a hot spring.











– origin

 Japanese.





onset

 
/ˈänˌset ˈônˌset/






noun



1.
 
the beginning of something, especially something unpleasant




•
 
the 
onset of

 winter.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a military attack.













onshore

 
/ˌänˈSHôr ˌônˈSHôr/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
situated or occurring on land


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an onshore oil field.










2.
 
(especially of the direction of the wind) from the sea toward the land.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a company) transfer (a business operation that was moved overseas) back to the country from which it was originally relocated




•
 
the case study showed improvement in many key areas once the company decided to onshore its call center activity.



















onshoring

 
/ˈänˌSHôriNG, ˈônˌSHôriNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of transferring a business operation that was moved overseas back to the country from which it was originally relocated




•
 
onshoring stimulates regional and local economies.







Also called reshoring
 .











– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of offshoring
 .





onside

 
/ˌänˈsīd/






adjective, adverb




(of a player, especially in soccer or hockey) occupying a position on the field where playing the ball or puck is allowed; not offside.













onside kick

 
onsides kick






noun






[Football]

 an intentionally short kickoff that travels forward the required distance of 10 yards, which the kicking team can attempt to recover.













on-site

 
/ˌônˈsīt/






adjective, adverb




taking place or situated on a particular site or premises.













onslaught

 
/ˈänˌslôt ˈônˌslôt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fierce or destructive attack




•
 
a series of 
onslaughts on

 the citadel.










2.
 
a large quantity of people or things that is difficult to cope with




•
 
an onslaught of electronic mail.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (also in the form 
anslaight

 ): from Middle Dutch 
aenslag

 , from 
aen

 ‘on’ + 
slag

 ‘blow.’ The change in the ending was due to association with (now obsolete) 
slaught

 ‘slaughter.’





onstage

 
/ˌänˈstāj/






adjective, adverb




(in a theater) on the stage and so visible to the audience.













on-stream

 
/ônˈstrēm/






adverb, adjective




in or into industrial production or useful operation.













Ont.






abbreviation




Ontario.














-ont





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 denoting an individual or cell of a specified type




•
 
schizont.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ont-

 ‘being,’ present participle of 
einai

 ‘be.’





Ontario1


 
/änˈterēˌō/





I.
 
a province in eastern Canada, between Hudson Bay and the Great Lakes; pop. 12,160,282 (2006); capital, Toronto. It was settled by the French and the English in the 1600s, ceded to Britain in 1763, and became one of the original four provinces in the Dominion of Canada in 1867.




II.
 
derivatives





Ontarian

 
/-ēən /






adjective, noun





















Ontario2


 
/änˈterēˌō/






a commercial city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 171,691 (est. 2008).









Ontario, Lake






the smallest and most easterly of the Great Lakes. It lies on the US–Canadian border between Ontario and New York and is linked to Lake Erie by the Niagara River and to the Atlantic Ocean by the St. Lawrence Seaway.









ontic

 
/ˈän(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 of or relating to entities and the facts about them; relating to real as opposed to phenomenal existence.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
ōn

 , 
ont-

 ‘being’ + -ic
 .





onto

 
/ˈänˌto͞o/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
moving to a location on (the surface of something)




•
 
they went up onto the ridge.










2.
 
moving aboard (a public conveyance) with the intention of traveling in it




•
 
we got onto the train.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be onto someone








‹informal›

 be close to discovering the truth about an illegal or undesirable activity that someone is engaging in.









2.
 
be onto something








‹informal›

 have an idea or information that is likely to lead to an important discovery.















usage:

 The preposition 
onto

 written as one word (instead of 
on to

 ) is recorded from the early 18th century and has been widely used ever since. In US English, it is the regular form, although it is not wholly accepted in British English. Nevertheless, it is important to maintain a distinction between the preposition 
onto

 or 
on to

 and the use of the adverb 
on

 followed by the preposition 
to

 : she climbed 
onto

 (sometimes 
on to

 ) the roof, but let's go 
on to

 (never 
onto

 ) the next chapter.






ontogenesis

 
/ˌän(t)ōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the development of an individual organism or anatomical or behavioral feature from the earliest stage to maturity.

Compare with phylogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ontogenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective













2.
 
ontogenetically

 
/-jəˈnetik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ōn

 , 
ont-

 ‘being’ + 
genesis

 ‘birth.’






ontogeny

 
/änˈtäjənē ônˈtäjənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of biology that deals with ontogenesis.

Compare with phylogeny
 .




2.
 
another term for ontogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ontogenic

 
/ˌänˌtōˈjenik /






adjective













2.
 
ontogenically

 
/ˌäntəˈjenik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
ōn

 , 
ont-

 ‘being’ + -geny
 .





ontological

 
/ˌän(t)əˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the branch of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being




•
 
ontological arguments.










2.
 
showing the relations between the concepts and categories in a subject area or domain




•
 
an ontological database




•
 
an ontological framework for integrating and conceptualizing diverse forms of information.














II.
 
derivatives





ontologically






adverb






















ontological argument

 
/ˌän(t)əˌläjəkəl ˈärɡyəmənt/






noun






[Philosophy]

 the argument that God, being defined as most great or perfect, must exist, since a God who exists is greater than a God who does not.

Compare with argument from design
 , cosmological argument
 , and teleological argument
 .













ontology

 
/änˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being.




2.
 
a set of concepts and categories in a subject area or domain that shows their properties and the relations between them




•
 
what's new about our ontology is that it is created automatically from large datasets




•
 
we're using ontologies to capture and analyze some of the knowledge in our department.














II.
 
derivatives





ontologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
ontologia

 , from Greek 
ōn

 , 
ont-

 ‘being’ + -logy
 .





on-topic






adjective, adverb




(especially of posts on an Internet message board) relevant to the subject in question


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
on-topic contributions to the discussion




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I'll do my best to stay on-topic.



















onus

 
/ˈōnəs/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. as 
the onus

 )


1.
 
used to refer to something that is one's duty or responsibility




•
 


the onus is on

 you 
to

 show that you have suffered loss.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘load or burden.’





onus probandi

 
/ˌōnəs prōˈbändē, ˌōnəs prōˈbandē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the obligation to prove an assertion or allegation one makes; the burden of proof.











– origin

 Latin, ‘the burden of proving.’





onward

 
/ˈänwərd ˈônwərd/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a continuing forward direction; ahead




•
 
she stumbled onward.










2.
 
forward in time




•
 
the period 
from 1969 onward

 .










3.
 
so as to make progress or become more successful




•
 
the business moved 
onward and upward

 .














II.
 
adjective




going further rather than coming to an end or halt; moving forward




•
 
oil was pumped to a port for onward shipment




•
 


‹figurative›

 the onward march of history.




















Onychophora

 
/ˌäniˈkäfərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of terrestrial invertebrates commonly known as velvet worms. They share characteristics with the arthropods and annelids, having a long soft segmented body with stubby legs (lobopods).







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
onux

 , 
onukh-

 ‘nail, claw’ + 
-phoros

 ‘bearing.’





onychophoran

 
/ˌäniˈkäfərən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a terrestrial invertebrate of the small phylum 
Onychophora

 ; a velvet worm.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting onychophorans.














-onym





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a type of name




•
 
pseudonym.










3.
 
denoting a word having a specified relationship to another




•
 
antonym.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-ōnumon

 , neuter of 
-ōnumos

 , combining form of 
onoma

 ‘name.’





onyx

 
/ˈäniks ˈôniks/





I.
 
noun




a semiprecious variety of agate with different colors in layers.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
oniche

 , 
onix

 , via Latin from Greek 
onux

 ‘fingernail or onyx.’





onyx marble






noun




banded calcite or other stone used as a decorative material.














oo-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 relating to or denoting an egg or ovum.











– origin

 from Greek 
ōion

 ‘egg.’






o-o

 
/ˈōō /

 
oo





I.
 
noun




a honeyeater (bird) found in Hawaii, now probably extinct, which had a thin curved bill and climbed about on tree trunks.

[Genus 
Moho

 , family 
Meliphagidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hawaiian.





oocyst

 
/ˈōəˌsist/






noun






[Zoology]

 a cyst containing a zygote formed by a parasitic protozoan such as the malaria parasite.













oocyte

 
/ˈōəˌsīt/






noun






[Biology]

 a cell in an ovary that may undergo meiotic division to form an ovum.













OOD






abbreviation



1.
 
officer of the deck.




2.
 
officer of the day.













oodles

 
/ˈo͞odlz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 a very great number or amount of something




•
 
if only I had 
oodles of

 cash.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





oof

 
/o͞of/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing discomfort, as from sudden exertion or a blow to one's body.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the mid 19th cent.





oogamous

 
/ōˈäɡəməs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 relating to or denoting reproduction by the union of mobile male and immobile female gametes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oogamously






adverb













2.
 
oogamy

 
/ōˈäɡəmē /






noun





















oogenesis

 
/ˌōəˈjenəsəs/






noun






[Biology]

 the production or development of an ovum.













oogonium

 
/ˌōəˈɡōnēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the female sex organ of certain algae and fungi, typically a rounded cell or sac containing one or more oospheres.




2.
 


[Biology]

 an immature female reproductive cell that gives rise to primary oocytes by mitosis.








II.
 
derivatives





oogonial

 
/-nēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from oo-
 ‘of an egg’ + Greek 
gonos

 ‘generation’ + -ium
 .





ooh

 
/o͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express a range of emotions including surprise, delight, or pain




•
 
ooh, this is fun




•
 
ooh, my feet!














II.
 
noun




an utterance of ‘ooh’




•
 
the 
oohs and aahs

 of the enthusiastic audience.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter such an exclamation




•
 
visitors 
oohed and aahed

 at the Christmas tree.

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the early 20th cent.





oolite

 
/ˈōəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 limestone consisting of a mass of rounded grains (ooliths) made up of concentric layers.




2.
 


[Geology]

 another term for oolith
 .








II.
 
derivatives





oolitic

 
/ˌōəˈlidik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
oölithe

 , modern Latin 
oolites

 (see oo-
 , -lite
 ).






oolith

 
/ˈōəˌliTH/






noun






[Geology]

 any of the rounded grains making up oolite.













oology

 
/ōˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study or collecting of birds' eggs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oological

 
/ˌōəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
oologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















oolong

 
/ˈo͞olôNG/





I.
 
noun




a dark-colored China tea made by fermenting the withered leaves to about half the degree usual for black teas.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Chinese 
wūlóng

 , literally ‘black dragon.’





oompah

 
/ˈo͞omˌpä ˈo͝omˌpä /

 

‹informal›


 
oompah-pah





I.
 
noun




used to refer to the rhythmical sound of deep-toned brass instruments in a band.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an ‘oompah’











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





oomph

 
/o͝omf o͞omf /

 
umph





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the quality of being exciting, energetic, or sexually attractive




•
 
he showed entrepreneurial oomph.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps imitative.





-oon





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns, originally from French words having the final stressed syllable 
-on






•
 
balloon




•
 
buffoon.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-onis

 , sometimes via Italian 
-one

 .





oophorectomy

 
/ˌōəfəˈrektəmē/





I.
 
noun




surgical removal of one or both ovaries; ovariectomy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
oophoron

 ‘ovary’ (from Greek 
ōophoros

 ‘egg-bearing’) + -ectomy
 .






oophoritis

 
/ˌōəfəˈrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of an ovary; ovaritis.














oops

 
/o͝ops o͞ops/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to show recognition of a mistake or minor accident, often as part of an apology




•
 
“Oops! I'm sorry. I just made you miss your bus.”

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the 1930s.





oopsy-daisy






exclamation




variant spelling of upsy-daisy
 .













Oort, Jan

 
/ôrt/






(1900–92), Dutch astronomer; full name 
Jan Hendrik Oort

 . He proved that the galaxy rotates and determined the position and orbital period of the sun within it.









Oort cloud

 

‹Astronomy›







a spherical cloud of small rocky and icy bodies postulated to orbit the sun beyond the orbit of Pluto and up to 1.5 light years from the sun, and to be the source of comets. Its existence was proposed by J. H. Oort.









oosphere

 
/ˈōəˌsfir/






noun






[Botany]

 the female reproductive cell of certain algae or fungi, which is formed in the oogonium and when fertilized becomes the oospore.














oospore

 
/ˈōəˌspôr/






noun






[Botany]

 the thick-walled zygote of certain algae and fungi, formed by fertilization of an oosphere.

Compare with zygospore
 .














Oostende

 
/ōˈstendə/






Flemish name for Ostend
 .









ootheca

 
/ˌōəˈTHēkə/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the egg case of cockroaches, mantises, and related insects.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from oo-
 ‘of an egg’ + Greek 
thēkē

 ‘receptacle.’





ootid

 
/ˈōəˌtid/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a haploid cell formed by the meiotic division of a secondary oocyte, especially the ovum, as distinct from the polar bodies.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from oo-
 ‘egg,’ on the pattern of 
spermatid

 .






ooze1


 
/o͞oz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fluid) slowly trickle or seep out of something; flow in a very gradual way




•
 
blood was oozing from a wound in his scalp




•
 
honey oozed out of the comb.










2.
 
slowly exude or discharge a viscous fluid




•
 
her mosquito bites were oozing and itching like mad.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give a powerful impression of (a quality)




•
 
he oozed charm and poise




•
 
the town oozes history.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the sluggish flow of a fluid.




2.
 
an infusion of oak bark or other vegetable matter, used in tanning.








III.
 
derivatives





oozy

 
/ˈo͞ozē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wōs

 ‘juice or sap’; the verb dates from late Middle English.





ooze2


 
/o͞oz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
wet mud or slime, especially that found at the bottom of a river, lake, or sea.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a deposit of white or gray calcareous matter largely composed of foraminiferan remains, covering extensive areas of the ocean floor.








II.
 
derivatives





oozy

 
/ˈo͞ozē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wāse

 ; related to Old Norse 
veisa

 ‘stagnant pool.’ In Middle English and the 16th cent. the spelling was 
wose

 (rhyming with 
repose

 ), but beginning in 1550 spellings imply a change in pronunciation and influence by ooze
 1
 .





op

 
/äp/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a surgical or other operation.




2.
 
(
ops

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 military operations.













OP






abbreviation



1.
 
observation post.




2.
 
(in the theater) opposite prompt.




3.
 
organophosphate(s).




4.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) 
Ordo Praedicatorum

 Order of Preachers (Dominican).




5.
 
(on Internet forums, message boards, comment pages, etc.) original post (or poster).














Op.

 
op.






abbreviation






[Music]

 opus (before a number given to each work of a particular composer, usually indicating the order of publication).













o.p.






abbreviation



1.
 
(of a book) out of print.




2.
 
(of alcohol) ovenproof.













op-






prefix



1.
 
variant spelling of ob-
 .




2.
 
assimilated before 
p

 (as in 
oppress

 , 
oppugn

 ).













opacify

 
/ōˈpasəˌfī/





I.
 
verb






‹technical›

 make or become opaque.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
opacification

 
/ōˌpasəfiˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
opacifier






noun





















opacity

 
/ōˈpasədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of lacking transparency or translucence; opaqueness




•
 
thinner paints need black added to increase opacity.










2.
 
obscurity of meaning




•
 
the difficulty and opacity in Barthes' texts.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
opacité

 , from Latin 
opacitas

 , from 
opacus

 ‘darkened.’





opah

 
/ˈōpə/





I.
 
noun




a large deep-bodied fish with a deep blue back, silvery belly, and crimson fins, living in deep oceanic waters.

Also called moonfish
 . [
Lampris guttatus

 , family 
Lampridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: a West African word.





opal

 
/ˈōpəl/





I.
 
noun




a gemstone consisting of hydrated silica, typically semitransparent and showing varying colors against a pale or dark ground.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
opale

 or Latin 
opalus

 , probably based on Sanskrit 
upala

 ‘precious stone’ (having been first brought from India).






opalescent

 
/ˌōpəˈles(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




showing varying colors as an opal does.








II.
 
derivatives





opalescence

 
/ˌōpəˈles(ə)ns /






noun





















opal glass






noun




a type of semitranslucent white glass.














opaline

 
/ˈōpəlēn ˈōpəˌlīn/





I.
 
adjective




another term for opalescent
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for milk glass
 .




2.
 
translucent glass of a color other than white.













op-amp

 
/ˈäp ˌamp/






abbreviation




operational amplifier.













opaque

 
/ōˈpāk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be seen through; not transparent




•
 
the windows were opaque with steam.










2.
 
(especially of language) hard or impossible to understand; unfathomable




•
 
technical jargon that was 
opaque to

 her.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an opaque thing or substance.




2.
 


[Photography]

 a substance for producing opaque areas on negatives.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
opaquely

 
/ōˈpāklē /






adverb













2.
 
opaqueness

 
/ōˈpāknəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
opake

 , from Latin 
opacus

 ‘darkened.’ The current spelling (rare before the 19th cent.) has been influenced by the French form.






op art

 
/ˈäp ˌärt/





I.
 
noun




a form of abstract art that gives the illusion of movement by the precise use of pattern and color, or in which conflicting patterns emerge and overlap. Bridget Riley and Victor Vasarely are its most famous exponents.











– origin

 1960s: shortened from optical art
 on the pattern of 
pop art

 .





op. cit.

 
/ˈäp ˌsit/





I.
 
adverb




in the work already cited.











– origin

 from Latin 
opere citato

 .





ope

 
/ōp/






adjective, verb




literary or archaic form of open
 .













OPEC

 
/ˈōpek/






abbreviation




Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries.













op-ed

 
/ /

 
Op-Ed





I.
 
adjective




denoting or printed on the page opposite the editorial page in a newspaper, devoted to commentary, feature articles, etc.











– origin

 1940s: shortening of 
op(posite the) ed(itorial page

 ).





Opel, Wilhelm von

 
/ˈōpel/






(1871–1948), German automobile manufacturer. His company was the first in Germany to introduce assembly-line production. Opel was sold to General Motors in 1929.









Opelousas

 
/ˌäpəˈlo͞osəs/






a city in south central Louisiana, north of Lafayette; pop. 23,220 (est. 2008).










open

 
/ˈōpən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
allowing access, passage, or a view through an empty space; not closed or blocked up




•
 
it was a warm evening and the window was open




•
 
the door was 
wide open






•
 
the pass is kept open all year by snowplows.










2.
 
(of a container) not fastened or sealed




•
 
the case burst open and its contents flew all over the place.










3.
 
(of the mouth or eyes) with lips or lids parted




•
 
his eyes were open but he could see nothing.










4.
 
(of a garment or its fasteners) not buttoned or fastened




•
 
his tie was knotted below the open collar of his shirt.










5.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) produced with a relatively wide opening of the mouth and the tongue kept low.




6.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a syllable) ending in a vowel.




7.
 
(of the bowels) not constipated.




8.
 
(of a game or style of play) characterized by action that is spread out over the field.




9.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — exposed to the air or to view; not covered




•
 
an open fire burned in the grate




•
 
days without food and water in an open boat.










10.
 
(of an area of land) not covered with buildings or trees




•
 
increasing numbers of new houses in open countryside.










11.
 
(of a fabric) loosely knitted or woven.




12.
 
(of a team member in a game) unguarded and therefore able to receive a pass




•
 
the trick is spreading the defense so that at least one receiver gets open.










13.
 
(of a goal or other object of attack in a game) unprotected; vulnerable.




14.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
open to

 )
 — likely to suffer from or be affected by; vulnerable or subject to




•
 
the system is open to abuse.










15.
 
(of a town or city) officially declared to be undefended, and so immune under international law from bombardment.




16.
 
with the outer edges or sides drawn away from each other; unfolded




•
 
the trees had buds and a few open flowers.










17.
 
(of a book or file) with the covers parted or the contents in view, allowing it to be read




•
 
she was copying verses from an open Bible.










18.
 
(of a hand) not clenched into a fist.




19.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — damaged or injured by a deep cut in the surface




•
 
he had his arm slashed open.










20.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a store, place of entertainment, etc.) officially admitting customers or visitors; available for business




•
 
the store stays open until 9 p.m.










21.
 
(of a bank account) available for transactions




•
 
the minimum required to keep the account open.










22.
 
(of a telephone line) ready to take calls




•
 
our free advice line is open from 8:30 to 5:30.










23.
 
(of a choice, offer, or opportunity) still available; such that people can take advantage of it




•
 
the offer is open while supplies last




•
 
we need to consider what options are left open.










24.
 
(of a person) frank and communicative; not given to deception or concealment




•
 
she was open and naive




•
 
I was quite open about my views.










25.
 
not concealed; manifest




•
 
his eyes showed open admiration.










26.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of conflict) fully developed and unconcealed




•
 
the dispute erupted into open war.










27.
 
involving no concealment, restraint, or deception; welcoming discussion, criticism, and inquiry




•
 
the conclusions were reached in open discussion.










28.
 
(of a question, case, or decision) not finally settled; still admitting of debate




•
 
students' choice of major can be kept open until the second year.










29.
 
(of the mind) accessible to new ideas; unprejudiced




•
 
I'm keeping an open mind about my future.










30.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
open to

 )
 — receptive to




•
 
the union was open to suggestions for improvements.










31.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
open to

 )
 — admitting of; making possible




•
 
the message is open to different interpretations.










32.
 
freely available or accessible; offered without restriction




•
 
the service is 
open to

 all students at the university.










33.
 
(also 
Open

 )
 — with no restrictions on those allowed to attend or participate




•
 
an open audition was announced




•
 
each horse had won two open races.










34.
 
(of a ticket) not restricted as to day of travel.




35.
 


[Music]

 (of a string) allowed to vibrate along its whole length.




36.
 
(of a pipe) unstopped at each end.




37.
 
(of a note) sounded from an open string or pipe.




38.
 
(of an electrical circuit) having a break in the conducting path.




39.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a set) not containing any of its limit points.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or adjust (a door or window) so as to leave a space allowing access and view




•
 
she opened the door and went in




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
“
Open up

 !” he said.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a door or window) be moved or adjusted to leave a space allowing access and view




•
 
the door opened and a man came out.










3.
 
undo or remove the lid, cover, or fastening of (a container, package, letter, etc.) to get access to the contents




•
 
he opened a bottle inexpertly, spilling some of the wine




•
 
can we open the presents now?










4.
 
part the lips or lids of (a mouth or eye)




•
 
she opened her mouth to argue.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the mouth or eyes) have the lips or lids parted in this way




•
 
her eyes slowly opened.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come apart; lose or lack its protective covering




•
 
old wounds opened and I bled a little bit.










7.
 
improve or make possible access to or passage through




•
 
the president announced that his government would open the border.










8.
 
cause evacuation of (the bowels).




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
open onto/into

 )
 — (of a room, door, or window) give access to




•
 
beautiful French doors that opened onto a balcony.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a panorama) come into view; spread out before someone




•
 
stop to marvel at the views that 
open out

 below.










11.
 


[Nautical]

 achieve a clear view of (a place) by sailing past a headland or other obstruction




•
 
we shall open Simon's Bay at any minute now.










12.
 
unfold or be unfolded; spread out


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the eagle opened its wings and circled up into the air




•
 
the tail looks like a fan when it is 
opened out

 fully




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the flowers never opened beyond narrow points.










13.
 
part the covers or display the contents of (a book or file) to read it




•
 
she opened her book at the prologue.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
open out

 )
 — become wider or more spacious




•
 
the path opened out into a glade.










15.
 
make available or more widely known




•
 
the new plan proposed to 
open up

 opportunities to immigrants




•
 
the move may force the company to 
open up

 its plans for the future.










16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
open up

 )
 — become more communicative or confiding




•
 
neither one of them had opened up to me about their troubles.










17.
 
make (one's mind or heart) more receptive or sympathetic




•
 


open

 your mind 
to

 what is going on around you.










18.
 
(
open someone (up) to

 )
 — make someone vulnerable to




•
 
the process is going to open them to a legal threat.










19.
 
establish (a new business, movement, or enterprise)




•
 
they have opened a new restaurant across the street.










20.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an enterprise, meeting, or event) begin or be formally established




•
 
two new restaurants open this week.










21.
 
make or become officially ready for customers, visitors, or business


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
one woman raised $731 by opening her home and selling coffee and tea




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the mall didn't open until 10.










22.
 
take the action required to make ready for use




•
 
they have the $10 necessary to open a savings account




•
 
click twice to open a file.










23.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a piece of writing or music) begin




•
 
the chapter opens with a discussion of Anglo-American relations.










24.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
open up

 )
 — (of a process) start to develop




•
 
a new and dramatic phase was opening up.










25.
 
officially or ceremonially declare (a building, road, etc.) to be completed and ready for use




•
 
we will have to wait until a new bypass is opened before we can tackle the problem of congestion.










26.
 
(of a counsel in a court of law) make a preliminary statement in (a case) before calling witnesses.




27.
 


[Bridge]

 make (the first bid) in the auction.




28.
 
break the conducting path of (an electrical circuit)




•
 
the switch opens the motor circuit.










29.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an electrical circuit or device) suffer a break in its conducting path.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Open

 )
 — a championship or competition with no restrictions on who may qualify to compete




•
 
the venue for the British Open.










2.
 
an accidental break in the conducting path for an electrical current.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be open with






speak frankly to; conceal nothing from




•
 
I had always been completely open with my mother.















2.
 
an open book






a person or thing that is easy to understand or about which everything is known




•
 
her mind was an open book to him.















3.
 
in (or into) the open





a.
 
out of doors; not under cover.




b.
 
not subject to concealment or obfuscation; made public




•
 
we have never let our dislike for him come into the open.















4.
 
in open court






in a court of law, before the judge and the public.









5.
 
open-and-shut







/ˌōp(ə)n(ə)nˈSHət /

 — (of a case or argument) admitting no doubt or dispute; straightforward.









6.
 
open the door to






see door
 .









7.
 
open someone's eyes






see eye
 .









8.
 
open fire






begin to shoot a weapon.









9.
 
an open mind






see mind
 .









10.
 
with one's eyes open






see eye
 .









11.
 
with open arms






see arm
 1
 .












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
open up






begin shooting




•
 
the enemy artillery had opened up.















2.
 
open something up





a.
 
accelerate a motor vehicle.




b.
 
(of an athlete or team) create an advantage for one's side




•
 
he opened up a lead of 14–8.


















VI.
 
derivatives





openable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
open

 (adjective), 
openian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
open

 and German 
offen

 , from the root of the adverb up
 .





open access






noun



1.
 
availability to all




•
 
open access to academic research.










2.
 
a system where users of a library have direct access to bookshelves.













open air





I.
 
noun




a free or unenclosed space outdoors




•
 
getting out 
in the open air

 .














II.
 
adjective

 — (
open-air

 )


1.
 
positioned or taking place out of doors




•
 
an open-air swimming pool.



















open bar






noun




a bar at a special function at which the drinks have been paid for by the host or are prepaid through an admission fee.













open book






noun




a person or thing that is easily understood or interpreted




•
 
my life's an open book.



















Open Brethren






one of the two principal divisions of the Plymouth Brethren (the other is the Exclusive Brethren), formed in 1849 in Plymouth, England, as a result of doctrinal and other differences. The Open Brethren are less rigorous and less exclusive in matters such as conditions for membership and contact with outsiders than the Exclusive Brethren.










open carry






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the practice of openly carrying a firearm on one's person in public




•
 
gun enthusiasts and supporters of open carry flocked to the meeting




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
open carry laws.







Compare with concealed carry
 .













opencast

 
/ˈōpənˌkast/






adjective




British term for open-pit
 .













open chain






noun






[Chemistry]

 a molecular structure consisting of a chain of atoms with no closed rings.













open circuit

 
/ˈōpən ˈsərkət/





I.
 
noun




an electrical circuit that is not complete.








II.
 
derivatives





open-circuited






adjective





















open city






noun




a city declared to be unfortified and undefended and so, by international law, exempt from enemy attack.




•
 
MacArthur declared Manila an open city and ordered his army to withdraw into the Bataan peninsula.



















open classroom






noun



1.
 
an approach to elementary education that emphasizes spacious classrooms where learning is informally structured, flexible, and individualized.




2.
 
a spacious instructional area shared by several groups of elementary students that facilitates the movement of students from one activity to another.













open cluster






noun






[Astronomy]

 a relatively loose grouping of stars.













open communion






noun






[Christian Church]

 communion made available to any Christian believer.













open compound






noun




a word made up of two or more existing words separated by a space, e.g., 
school bus

 , 
life jacket

 , 
mobile phone

 .













open date






noun






(US)

 a future date for which no event has yet been arranged.













open door

 
/ˈōpən dô(ə)r/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
free or unrestricted means of admission or access


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
many companies encourage open-door management.










2.
 
the policy or practice by which a country does not restrict the admission of immigrants or foreign imports


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an open-door immigration policy.



















open-ended

 
/ˈōpən ˌendəd /

 
open-end





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no determined limit or boundary




•
 
the return invitation was open-ended.










2.
 
(of a question) allowing the formulation of any answer, rather than a selection from a set of possible answers




•
 
the interview includes both open-ended and multiple-choice questions.














II.
 
derivatives





open-endedness






noun





















open enrollment






noun



1.
 
the unrestricted enrollment of students at schools, colleges, or universities of their choice.




2.
 
a period during which a health insurance company or HMO is statutorily required to accept applicants without regard to health history.




3.
 
a period when employees can change insurance plans offered by their employer, without proof of insurability.













opener

 
/ˈōp(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a device for opening something, especially a container




•
 
a bottle opener




•
 
a letter opener.










2.
 
the first of a series of games, cultural events, etc.




•
 
the league opener is three weeks away.










3.
 
the first point or points scored in a sports event.




4.
 
a remark used as an excuse to initiate a conversation




•
 
we blurted out the obvious opener.










5.
 
(
openers

 )
 — 

[Poker]

 a hand of sufficient value to allow the opening of betting.








II.
 
phrases





for openers








‹informal›

 to start with; first of all




•
 
for openers, the car is roomier than the old model.























open-eyed

 
/ˌōpənˈīd/






adjective



1.
 
with the eyes open or wide open.




2.
 
clear-sighted; perceptive; fully aware




•
 
an open-eyed approach to political manipulation.



















open-faced

 
/ˌōpənˈfāst/






adjective



1.
 
having a frank or ingenuous expression.




2.
 
(of a watch) having no cover other than the glass.




3.
 
(also 
open-face

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of a sandwich or pie) without an upper layer of bread or pastry.













open-faced sandwich

 
open-face sandwich






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sandwich without a top slice of bread




•
 
an open-faced sandwich of turkey and bacon.



















openhanded

 
/ˌōpənˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a blow) delivered with the palm of the hand




•
 
an openhanded slap to the side of the face.










2.
 
giving freely; generous




•
 
openhanded philanthropy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
openhandedly






adverb













2.
 
openhandedness






noun





















open-hearted

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈhärdəd /

 
openhearted





I.
 
adjective




expressing or displaying one's warm and kindly feelings without concealment




•
 
Betty's open-hearted goodwill.














II.
 
derivatives





open-heartedness

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















open-hearth

 
/ˌōpənˈhärTH/






adjective




denoting a steelmaking process in which the charge is laid on a hearth in a shallow furnace and heated by burning gas.













open-heart surgery

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈhärt ˌsərj(ə)rē/






noun




surgery in which the heart is exposed and the blood made to bypass it.













open house

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a place or situation in which all visitors are welcome




•
 
they 
kept open house

 , entertaining a wide variety of artists and writers.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a day when members of the public are invited to visit a place or institution, especially one to which they do not normally have access




•
 
the president spent all morning greeting thousands of visitors to a White House open house.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 an occasion when real estate offered for sale can be viewed by prospective buyers without an appointment.













opening

 
/ˈōp(ə)niNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aperture or gap, especially one allowing access




•
 
she peered through one of the smaller openings.










2.
 
a beginning; an initial part




•
 
Maya started tapping out the opening of her story.










3.
 
the occasion of a play, exhibition, public building, etc. being declared open or ready for use, marked by a celebratory gathering or ceremony.




4.
 


[Chess]

 a recognized sequence of moves at the beginning of a game.




5.
 
an attorney's preliminary statement of a case in a court of law.




6.
 
an open piece of ground in a wooded area; a clearing




•
 
I reached an opening in the forest.










7.
 
an opportunity to achieve something




•
 
they seem to have exploited fully the openings offered.










8.
 
an available job or position




•
 
an opening for a professional engineer in the public works department.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
coming at the beginning of something; initial




•
 
she stole the show with her opening remark.



















opening night

 
/ˈōp(ə)niNG nīt/






noun




the first night of a theatrical play or other entertainment.













open interest






noun






[Finance]

 the number of contracts or commitments outstanding in futures and options that are trading on an official exchange at any one time.













open jaw






adjective




denoting or relating to a trip in which an airline passenger flies in to one destination and returns from another




•
 
an open-jaw ticket for Washington-Chicago-Philly.



















open letter

 
/ˈōpən ˈledər/






noun




a letter, often critical, addressed to a particular person or group of people but intended for publication.













open line





I.
 
noun




a means of easy access or communication




•
 
to keep an open line to the White House.














II.
 
adjective




denoting a radio or television program in which the public can participate by telephone




•
 
the open-line portion of his daily radio show.



















openly

 
/ˈōpənlē/





I.
 
adverb




without concealment, deception, or prevarication, especially where these might be expected; frankly or honestly




•
 
he could no longer speak openly of his problems.

















– origin

 Old English 
openlīce

 (see open
 , -ly
 2
 ).





open market

 
/ˈōpən ˈmärkət/






noun

 — (often 
the open market

 )


1.
 
an unrestricted market with free access by and competition of buyers and sellers.













open marriage

 
open relationship






noun




a marriage or relationship in which both partners agree that each may have sexual relations with others.













open mike

 
/ˈōpən mīk /

 
open mic






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a session in a club during which anyone is welcome to sing or perform stand-up comedy.













open-minded

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈˌmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




willing to consider new ideas; unprejudiced.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
open-mindedly






adverb













2.
 
open-mindedness

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈˌmīndidnis /






noun





















open-mouthed

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈˌmouT͟Hd/






adjective




with the mouth open, as in surprise or excitement




•
 
open-mouthed astonishment.



















open-necked

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈˌnekt/






adjective




(of a dress shirt) worn with the collar unbuttoned and without a tie.













openness

 
/ˈōpənˌnəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of restriction; accessibility




•
 
our hallmark was 
openness to

 all comers




•
 
the openness of the Internet makes public debate more possible.










2.
 
(
openness to

 )
 — acceptance of or receptiveness to change or new ideas




•
 
it is the openness to possibilities that creates great research




•
 
total openness to all points of view.










3.
 
lack of secrecy or concealment; frankness




•
 
a democratic society committed to openness and transparency.










4.
 
the quality of not being covered with buildings or trees




•
 
the openness of the Western landscape.










5.
 
(in sports) a style of play characterized by action which is spread out over the field




•
 
fitness levels have evolved to increase the speed and openness of the game.



















open outcry






noun




a system of financial trading in which dealers shout their bids and contracts aloud.














open-pit

 
/ˈōpən pit/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting a method of mining in which coal or ore is extracted at or from a level near the earth's surface, rather than from underground workings.













open-plan

 
/ˈōpən ˌplan/






adjective




(of a building or floor plan) having large open areas with few or no internal dividing walls




•
 
an open-plan office.



















open primary

 
/ˈōpən ˈprīˌmerē ˈprīm(ə)rē/






noun






(US)

 a primary election in which voters are not required to declare party affiliation.













open question






noun




a matter on which differences of opinion are possible; a matter not yet decided.













open range






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large area of grazing land without fences or other barriers.













open-reel

 
/ˌōpənˈrēl/






adjective




(of an audiotape recorder) having reels of tape requiring individual threading, as distinct from a cassette.













open road






noun




a road or highway allowing easy travel, especially one outside an urban area




•
 
we hit the open road and raced along.



















open sea






noun

 — (usu. 
the open sea

 )


1.
 
an expanse of sea away from land.













open season

 
/ˈōpən ˈsēzən/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a period when restrictions on the hunting of certain types of wildlife are lifted.




2.
 
a period when all restrictions on a particular activity or product are abandoned or ignored




•
 
an hour before departure, it's open season on all remaining seats.



















open secret

 
/ˈōpən ˈsēkrit/






noun




a supposed secret that is in fact known to many people.













open sesame

 
/ˈōpən ˈsesəmē/






noun




a free or unrestricted means of admission or access




•
 
academic success is not an automatic open sesame to the job market.







[from the magic formula in the tale of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves (see Ali Baba
 ).]














open shop






noun



1.
 
a system whereby employees in a place of work are not required to join a labor union.

Compare with closed shop
 , union shop
 .




2.
 
a place of work where employees are not required to join a labor union.













open society






noun




a society characterized by a flexible structure, freedom of belief, and wide dissemination of information.













open-source

 
//






adjective






[Computing]

 denoting software for which the original source code is made freely available and may be redistributed and modified.













open stock






noun




merchandise, especially china, silverware, and glassware, that is sold in sets and kept in stock so that customers can purchase or replace individual pieces.













open system






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a system in which the components and protocols conform to standards independent of a particular supplier.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a material system in which mass or energy can be lost to or gained from the environment.













open-toed

 
/ˈōpən tōd/






adjective




(of a shoe) having an upper that does not cover the toes.













open verdict

 
/ˈˌōpən ˈvərˌdikt/






noun






[Law]

 a verdict of a coroner's jury affirming the occurrence of a suspicious death but not specifying the cause.













openwork

 
/ˈōpənˌwərk/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
ornamental work in cloth, metal, leather, or other material with regular patterns of openings and holes.














opera1


 
/ˈäp(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dramatic work in one or more acts, set to music for singers and instrumentalists.




2.
 
opera as a genre of classical music.




3.
 
a building for the performance of opera.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin, literally ‘labor, work.’





opera2


 
/ˈäp(ə)rə/






plural form of opus
 .









operable

 
/ˈäp(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be used




•
 
the storm left only one operable voice channel.










2.
 
able to be treated by means of a surgical operation




•
 
operable breast cancer.














II.
 
derivatives





operability

 
/ˌäp(ə)rəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
operabilis

 , from Latin 
operari

 ‘expend labor on’ (see operate
 ).





opéra bouffe

 
/ˈäp(ə)rə ˈbo͞of, ˌôpārä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a French comic opera, with dialogue in recitative and characters drawn from everyday life.




2.
 
opéra bouffe as a genre.











– origin

 French, from Italian (see opera buffa
 ).






opera buffa

 
/ˈäp(ə)rə ˈbo͞ofə, ˌōperä ˈbo͞ofä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comic opera, typically in Italian, especially one with characters drawn from everyday life.




2.
 
opera buffa as a genre.











– origin

 Italian.





opera cloak






noun




a cloak of rich material worn over evening clothes, especially by women.













opéra comique

 
/ˈäp(ə)rə käˈmēk, ˌôpārä kôˈmēk/






noun



1.
 
an opera on a lighthearted theme, typically in French and with spoken dialogue.




2.
 
opéra comique as a genre.













opera glasses

 
/ˈäp(ə)rə ˌɡlasəz /

 
opera glass






plural noun




small binoculars for use at the opera or theater.













operagoer

 
/ˈäp(ə)rəˌɡōər/






noun




one who attends opera performances.













opera hat






noun




a collapsible top hat.













opera house

 
/ˈäp(ə)rə ˌhous/






noun




a theater designed for the performance of opera.













operand

 
/ˈäpəˌrand/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 the quantity on which an operation is to be done.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
operandum

 , neuter gerundive of 
operari

 ‘expend labor on’ (see operate
 ).





operant

 
/ˈäpərənt /

 

‹Psychology›






I.
 
adjective




involving the modification of behavior by the reinforcing or inhibiting effect of its own consequences (instrumental conditioning).








II.
 
noun




an item of behavior that is initially spontaneous, rather than a response to a prior stimulus, but whose consequences may reinforce or inhibit recurrence of that behavior.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
operant-

 ‘being at work,’ from the verb 
operari

 .





opera queen






noun






‹informal›

 a male homosexual who is fanatical about opera, especially one characterized as being affectedly haughty and overrefined.













opera seria

 
/ˈäp(ə)rə ˈsi(ə)rēə, ˈōpeˌrä ˈserēˌä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opera, typically one of the 18th century in Italian, on a serious, usually classical or mythological theme.




2.
 
opera seria as a genre.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘serious opera.’






operate

 
/ˈäpəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) control the functioning of (a machine, process, or system)




•
 
a shortage of workers to operate new machines.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a machine, process, or system) function in a specified manner




•
 
market forces were allowed to operate freely.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be in effect




•
 
there is a powerful law that operates in politics.










4.
 
(of a person or organization) manage and run (a business)




•
 
many foreign companies operate factories in the U.S.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an organization) be managed and run in a specified way




•
 
neither company had operated within the terms of its charter.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an armed force) conduct military activities in a specified area or from a specified base




•
 
the mountain bases from which the guerrillas were operating.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform a surgical operation




•
 
the surgeons refused to operate




•
 
my brother had to be 
operated on

 last week.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
operat-

 ‘done by labor,’ from the verb 
operari

 , from 
opus

 , 
oper-

 ‘work.’





operatic

 
/ˌäpəˈradik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of opera




•
 
operatic arias.










2.
 
extravagantly theatrical; overly dramatic




•
 
she wrung her hands in operatic despair.














II.
 
derivatives





operatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: formed irregularly from opera
 1
 , on the pattern of words such as 
dramatic

 .





operatics

 
/ˌäpəˈradiks/






plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the production or performance of operas.




2.
 
theatrically exaggerated or overemotional behavior.













operating profit






noun




a profit from business operations (gross profit less operating expenses) before deduction of interest and taxes.













operating room

 
OR
 , 

‹Brit.›

 operating theatre






noun




a room in a hospital specially equipped for surgical operations.














operating system

 
/ˈäpəˌrādiNG ˌsistəm/






noun




the software that supports a computer's basic functions, such as scheduling tasks, executing applications, and controlling peripherals.













operation

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or condition of functioning or being active




•
 
the construction and operation of power stations




•
 
some of these ideas could be 
put into operation

 .










2.
 
an active process; a discharge of a function




•
 
the operations of the mind.










3.
 
a business organization; a company




•
 
he reopened his operation under a different name.










4.
 
an activity in which a business is involved




•
 
the company is selling most of its commercial banking operations.










5.
 
an act of surgery performed on a patient.




6.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a piece of organized and concerted activity involving a number of people, especially members of the armed forces or the police




•
 
a rescue operation




•
 
military operations.










7.
 
(
Operation

 )
 — preceding a code name for an organized military or police activity




•
 
Operation Desert Storm.










8.
 


[Mathematics]

 a process in which a number, quantity, expression, etc., is altered or manipulated according to formal rules, such as those of addition, multiplication, and differentiation.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
operatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
operari

 ‘expend labor on’ (see operate
 ).





operational

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
in or ready for use




•
 
the new laboratory is fully operational.










2.
 
of or relating to the routine functioning and activities of a business or organization




•
 
the coffee bar's initial operational costs.










3.
 
engaged in or relating to active operations of the armed forces, police, or emergency services




•
 
an operational fighter squadron.



















operational amplifier

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSHənl ˌäpəˈrāSHnəl ˈampləˌfī(ə)r /

 
op-amp






noun






[Electronics]

 an amplifier with high gain and high input impedance (usually with external feedback), used especially in circuits for performing mathematical operations on an input voltage.














operational expenditure






noun




money spent on the ongoing costs of running a business or organization, such as wages and rent on premises




•
 
he is confident of his ability to bring down the operational expenditure of the Indian railways.



















operationalism

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSHənlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a form of positivism that defines scientific concepts in terms of the operations used to determine or prove them.








II.
 
derivatives





operationalist






noun, adjective





















operationalize

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSHənlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put into operation or use.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 express or define (something) in terms of the operations used to determine or prove it.













operationally

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSH(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
with regard to routine functioning, especially of an organization or system




•
 
hiring part-time workers will not benefit the employer operationally




•
 
this organization is still not operationally effective.










2.
 
with regard to active operations of the armed forces, police, or emergency services




•
 
no British service personnel have been deployed operationally




•
 
highly mobile and operationally effective military equipment.



















operations research

 
/ˌäpəˈrāSHənz rəˈsərCH rēˈsərCH ˈrēˌsərCH/






noun




the application of scientific principles to business management, providing a quantitative basis for complex decisions.













operative

 
/ˈäp(ə)rədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
functioning; having effect




•
 
the transmitter is operative




•
 
the mining ban would remain operative.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a word) having the most relevance or significance in a phrase or sentence




•
 
a young man, and the operative word is young, should go into the armed services at around seventeen.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to surgery




•
 
they had wounds needing operative treatment.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a worker, especially a skilled one in a manufacturing industry.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a private detective or secret agent.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
operatively

 
/ˈäp(ə)rədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
operativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
operativus

 , from Latin 
operat-

 ‘done by labor,’ from the verb 
operari

 (see operate
 ).





operator

 
/ˈäpəˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who operates equipment or a machine




•
 
a radio operator.










2.
 
(usu. 
the operator

 )
 — a person who works for a telephone company assisting users, or who works at a telephone switchboard.




3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person or company that engages in or runs a business or enterprise




•
 
a tour operator.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who acts in a specified, especially a manipulative, way




•
 
her reputation as a cool, clever operator.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a symbol or function denoting an operation (e.g., ×, +).













opera window






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small fixed window usually behind the rear side window of an automobile.














operculum

 
/ōˈpərkyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a structure that closes or covers an aperture, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 technical term for gill cover
 .




3.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a secreted plate that serves to close the aperture of a gastropod mollusk's shell when the animal is retracted.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a lidlike structure of the spore-containing capsule of a moss.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
opercular

 
/-lər /






adjective













2.
 
operculate

 
/-ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘lid, covering,’ from 
operire

 ‘to cover.’






operetta

 
/ˌäpəˈredə/





I.
 
noun




a short opera, usually on a light or humorous theme and typically having spoken dialogue. Notable composers of operettas include Offenbach, Johann Strauss, Lehár, and Gilbert and Sullivan.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
opera

 (see opera
 1
 ).





operon

 
/ˈäpəˌrän/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a unit made up of linked genes that is thought to regulate other genes responsible for protein synthesis.











– origin

 1960s: from French 
opérer

 ‘to effect, work’ + -on
 .





operose

 
/ˈäpəˌrōs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 involving or displaying much industry or effort.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
operosus

 , from 
opus

 ‘work.’





opex

 
/ˈäpeks/





I.
 
noun






[Finance]

 operational expenditure




•
 
you can only cut opex so far, and most carriers are getting very close to reaching that point




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
high opex costs.

















– origin

 1980s: shortened form of operational expenditure
 .





ophicleide

 
/ˈäfəklīd/





I.
 
noun




an obsolete bass brass instrument with keys, used in bands in the 19th century but superseded by the tuba.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
ophicléide

 , from Greek 
ophis

 ‘serpent’ + 
kleis

 , 
kleid-

 ‘key.’






Ophidia

 
/ōˈfidēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of reptiles that comprises the snakes.

Also called Serpentes
 . [Suborder 
Ophidia

 , order 
Squamata

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
ophis

 , 
ophid-

 ‘snake.’





ophidian

 
/ōˈfidēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a reptile of the group Ophidia; a snake.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting snakes.













ophiolite

 
/ˈäfēəlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an igneous rock consisting largely of serpentine, believed to have been formed from the submarine eruption of oceanic crustal and upper mantle material.








II.
 
derivatives





ophiolitic

 
/ˌäfēəˈlitik, ˌōfē- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ophis

 ‘snake’ + -lite
 .





ophiology

 
/ˌäfēˈäləjē ˌōfēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology that deals with snakes.








II.
 
derivatives





ophiologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
ophis

 ‘snake’ + -logy
 .





Ophir

 
/ˈōfər/






(in the Bible) an unidentified region, perhaps in southeastern Arabia, famous for its fine gold and precious stones.









ophite

 
/ˈōfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a green rock with spots or markings like a snake that can be either eruptive or metamorphic; serpentine.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ophitēs

 ‘serpentine stone,’ from 
ophis

 ‘snake,’ + -ite
 1
 .





ophitic

 
/ōˈfidik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a poikilitic rock texture in which crystals of feldspar are interposed between plates of augite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ophitēs

 ‘serpentine stone’ (from 
ophis

 ‘snake’) + -ic
 .





Ophiuchus

 
/ˌäf(ē)ˈyo͞okəs, ˌōf(ē)- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large constellation (the Serpent Bearer or Holder), said to represent a man in the coils of a snake. Both the celestial equator and the ecliptic pass through it, but it is not counted among the signs of the zodiac.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Ophiuchi

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Eta Ophiuchi.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Ophioukos

 .





ophiuroid

 
/ˌäfēˈyo͝oroid, ˌōfē- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an echinoderm of the class 
Ophiuroidea

 , which comprises the brittlestars.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting ophiuroids.













Ophiuroidea

 
/ˌäfēyo͝oroidēə, ˌōfē- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of echinoderms that comprises the brittle stars.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), based on the genus name 
Ophiura

 , from Greek 
ophis

 ‘snake’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





ophthalmia

 
/äpˈTHalmēə äfˈTHalmēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the eye, especially conjunctivitis.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek, from 
ophthalmos

 ‘eye.’





ophthalmic

 
/äfˈTHalmik äpˈTHalmik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the eye and its diseases.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
ophthalmikos

 , from 
ophthalmos

 ‘eye.’





ophthalmitis

 
/ˌäfTHəlˈmīdis, ˌäp-/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the eye.













ophthalmo-





I.
 
combining form






[Medicine]

 relating to the eyes




•
 
ophthalmoscope.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ophthalmos

 ‘eye.’





ophthalmologist

 
/ˌäpTHəlˈmäləjəst ˌäfTHəlˈmäləjəstˌäpTHəlˈmäləjəst/






noun




a specialist in the branch of medicine concerned with the study and treatment of disorders and diseases of the eye.













ophthalmology

 
/ˌäfTHə(l)ˈmäləjē ˌäpTHə(l)ˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with the study and treatment of disorders and diseases of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





ophthalmological

 
/ˌäpTHəlməˈläjəkəl ˌäfTHəlməˈläjəkəl /






adjective





















ophthalmoplegia

 
/äfˌTHalməˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 paralysis of the muscles within or surrounding the eye.








II.
 
derivatives





ophthalmoplegic

 
/-ˈplējik /






adjective





















ophthalmoscope

 
/äfˈTHalməˌskōp äpˈTHalməˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for inspecting the retina and other parts of the eye.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ophthalmoscopic

 
/ˈˌäpTHəlməˈskäpik ˈˌäfTHəlməˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
ophthalmoscopy

 
/ˌäpTHəlˈmäskəpē ˌäfTHəlˈmäskəpē /






noun






















-opia





I.
 
combining form




denoting a visual disorder




•
 
myopia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ōps

 , 
ōp-

 ‘eye, face.’






opiate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈōpēət ˈōpēˌāt /



1.
 
relating to, resembling, or containing opium




•
 
the use of opiate drugs.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōpēət ˈōpēˌāt /



1.
 
a drug with morphinelike effects, derived from opium.




2.
 
a thing that soothes or stupefies.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈōpēˌāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
opiated

 )


1.
 
impregnate with opium.








IV.
 
phrases





the opiate of the masses (or people)






something regarded as inducing a false and unrealistic sense of contentment among people.

[translating the German phrase 
Opium des Volks

 , used by Karl Marx in reference to religion (1844).]















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from medieval Latin 
opiatus

 (adjective), 
opiatus

 (noun), based on Latin 
opium

 (see opium
 ).





opine

 
/ōˈpīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 hold and state as one's opinion


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“The man is a genius,” he opined




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the critic opined that the most exciting musical moment occurred when the orchestra struck up the national anthem.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
opinari

 ‘think, believe.’






opinion

 
/əˈpinyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a view or judgment formed about something, not necessarily based on fact or knowledge




•
 
I'm writing to voice my opinion on an issue of great importance




•
 
that, 
in my opinion

 , is dead right.










2.
 
the beliefs or views of a large number or majority of people about a particular thing




•
 
the changing climate of opinion.










3.
 
(
opinion of

 )
 — an estimation of the quality or worth of someone or something




•
 
I had a higher opinion of myself than I deserved.










4.
 
a formal statement of advice by an expert on a professional matter




•
 
seeking a second opinion from a specialist.










5.
 


[Law]

 a formal statement of reasons for a judgment given.




6.
 


[Law]

 a lawyer's advice on the merits of a case.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be of the opinion that






believe or maintain that




•
 
economists are of the opinion that the economy could contract.















2.
 
a matter of opinion






something not capable of being proven either way.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
opinio(n-)

 , from the stem of 
opinari

 ‘think, believe.’





opinionated

 
/əˈpinyəˌnādəd/





I.
 
adjective




conceitedly assertive and dogmatic in one's opinions




•
 
an arrogant and opinionated man.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from the (rare) verb 
opinionate

 ‘hold the opinion (that),’ from opinion
 .





opinionize

 
/əˈpinyənīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
opinionizing

 )


1.
 
express one's opinion about something, typically in an assertive or dogmatic way




•
 
the introduction acts as a helpful corrective to his not infrequently violent opinionizing.



















opinion piece






noun




an article in which the writer expresses their personal opinion, typically one which is controversial or provocative, about a particular issue or item of news




•
 
an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal predicted the closing of practices to new patients.




















opinion poll

 
/əˈpinyən ˌpōl/






noun




an assessment of public opinion obtained by questioning a representative sample.













opioid

 
/ˈōpēˌoid /

 

‹Biochemistry›






I.
 
noun




an opiumlike compound that binds to one or more of the three opioid receptors of the body.








II.
 
adjective




relating to opioid compounds.











– origin

 1950s: from opium
 + -oid
 .






opistho-





I.
 
prefix




behind; to the rear




•
 
opisthosoma.

















– origin

 from Greek 
opisthen

 ‘behind.’





Opisthobranchia

 
/əˌpisTHəˈbraNGkēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of mollusks that includes the sea slugs and sea hares. They have a small or absent shell and are typically brightly colored with conspicuous external gills.

[Subclass 
Opisthobranchia

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





opisthobranch

 
/əˈpisTHəˌbraNGk /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from opistho-
 ‘to the rear’ + 
brankhia

 ‘gills.’





opisthognathous

 
/ˌäpəsˈTHäɡnəTHəs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) having retreating jaws or teeth.













opisthotonos

 
/ˌäpəsˈTHädənəs /

 
opisthotonus





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 spasm of the muscles causing backward arching of the head, neck, and spine, as in severe tetanus, some kinds of meningitis, and strychnine poisoning.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
opisthotonos

 ‘drawn backward.’






opium

 
/ˈōpēəm/





I.
 
noun




a reddish-brown heavy-scented addictive drug prepared from the juice of the opium poppy, used as a narcotic and in medicine as an analgesic.








II.
 
phrases





the opium of the people (or masses)






see the opiate of the masses
 at opiate
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
opion

 ‘poppy juice,’ from 
opos

 ‘juice,’ from an Indo-European root meaning ‘water.’





opium den

 
/ˈōpēəm den/






noun




a place where opium is sold and smoked.













opium poppy

 
/ˈōpēəm ˈpäpē/






noun




a Eurasian poppy with ornamental white, red, pink, or purple flowers. Its immature capsules yield a latex from which opium is obtained.

[
Papaver somniferum

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













Opium Wars





I.
 
two wars involving Britain and China regarding the question of trading rights.





That between Britain and China (1839–42) followed China's attempt to prohibit the illegal importation of opium from British India into China. The second, involving Britain and France against China (1856–60), followed Chinese restrictions on foreign trade. Defeat of the Chinese resulted in the ceding of Hong Kong to Britain and the opening of five “treaty ports” to traders.





OPM






abbreviation






‹informal›

 other people's money.














Oporto

 
/əˈpôrdō/






the principal city and port of northern Portugal, near the mouth of the Douro River, known for port wine; pop. 221,800 (2007).

Portuguese name Porto
 .










opossum

 
/(ə)ˈpäsəm/





I.
 
noun




an American marsupial that has a ratlike prehensile tail and hind feet with an opposable thumb.

[Family 
Didelphidae

 : several genera and numerous species, in particular the cat-sized 
common opossum

 (
Didelphis marsupialis

 ) of North, Central, and South America, which in North America was formerly known as the 
Virginia opossum

 and was considered a distinct species (
D. virginiana

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian 
opassom

 , from 
op

 ‘white’ + 
assom

 ‘dog.’





opossum shrimp






noun




a small shrimplike crustacean that has a long abdomen and conspicuous eyes, and that is typically transparent.

[Order 
Mysidacea

 : 
Praunus

 and other genera. See also mysid
 .]













opp.






abbreviation




opposite.













Oppenheimer, J. Robert

 
/ˈäpənˌhīmər/






(1904–67), US theoretical physicist; full name 
Julius Robert Oppenheimer

 . He was director of the laboratory at Los Alamos, New Mexico, during the development of the first atom bomb, but opposed the development of the hydrogen bomb after World War II.









oppo

 
/ˈäpō/






noun






(US)

 short for opposition research





•
 
they are doing extensive oppo, looking over her public financial records, getting copies of her divorce papers.



















opponens

 
/əˈpōnənz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 another term for opponent muscle
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘setting against.’






opponent

 
/əˈpōnənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
someone who competes against or fights another in a contest, game, or argument; a rival or adversary




•
 
he beat his opponent by a landslide margin.










2.
 
a person who disagrees with or resists a proposal or practice




•
 
an 
opponent of

 the economic reforms.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a person opening an academic debate by proposing objections to a philosophical or religious thesis): from Latin 
opponent-

 ‘setting against,’ from the verb 
opponere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
ponere

 ‘place.’






opponent muscle






noun






[Anatomy]

 any of several muscles enabling the thumb to be moved toward a finger of the same hand.














opportune

 
/ˌäpərˈt(y)o͞on/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a time) well-chosen or particularly favorable or appropriate




•
 
he couldn't have arrived at a less opportune moment.










2.
 
done or occurring at a favorable or useful time; well-timed




•
 
the opportune use of humor to lower tension.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
opportunely

 
/ˌäpərˈt(y)o͞onlē /






adverb













2.
 
opportuneness

 
/ˌäpərˈt(y)o͞onnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
opportun(e

 ), from Latin 
opportunus

 , from 
ob-

 ‘in the direction of’ + 
portus

 ‘harbor,’ originally describing the wind driving toward the harbor, hence ‘seasonable.’





opportunism

 
/ˌäpərˈt(y)o͞oˌnizəm/






noun




the taking of opportunities as and when they arise, regardless of planning or principle




•
 
he was accused of political opportunism.



















opportunist

 
/ˌäpərˈt(y)o͞onəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who exploits circumstances to gain immediate advantage rather than being guided by consistent principles or plans




•
 
most burglaries are committed by casual opportunists.














II.
 
adjective




opportunistic




•
 
the calculating and opportunist politician.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from opportune
 + -ist
 .





opportunistic

 
/ˌäpərt(y)o͞oˈnistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exploiting chances offered by immediate circumstances without reference to a general plan or moral principle




•
 
the change was cynical and opportunistic.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 (of a plant or animal) able to spread quickly in a previously unexploited habitat.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a microorganism or an infection caused by it) rarely affecting patients except in unusual circumstances, typically when the immune system is depressed.








II.
 
derivatives





opportunistically

 
/ˌäpərt(y)o͞oˈnistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















opportunity

 
/ˌäpərˈt(y)o͞onədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of circumstances that makes it possible to do something




•
 
we may see increased 
opportunities for

 export




•
 
the collection gives students the 
opportunity of

 reading works by well-known authors.










2.
 
a chance for employment or promotion




•
 
career opportunities in our New York headquarters.














II.
 
phrases





opportunity knocks






a chance for success or advancement occurs.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
opportunite

 , from Latin 
opportunitas

 , from 
opportunus

 (see opportune
 ).





opportunity cost






noun






[Economics]

 the loss of potential gain from other alternatives when one alternative is chosen




•
 
idle cash balances represent an opportunity cost in terms of lost interest.



















opposable

 
/əˈpōzəbəl/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of the thumb of a primate) capable of moving toward and touching the other digits on the same hand.













oppose

 
/əˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disapprove of and attempt to prevent, especially by argument




•
 
those of you who oppose capital punishment.










2.
 
actively resist or refuse to comply with (a person or a system)




•
 
off-roaders who adamantly opposed new trail restrictions.










3.
 
compete against (someone) in a contest




•
 
a candidate to oppose the leader in the presidential contest.














II.
 
derivatives





opposer

 
/əˈpōzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
opposer

 , from Latin 
opponere

 (see opponent
 ), but influenced by Latin 
oppositus

 ‘set or placed against’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





opposed

 
/əˈpōzd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
opposed to

 )
 — eager to prevent or put an end to; disapproving of or disagreeing with




•
 
opposed to the construction of nuclear power plants.










2.
 
in conflict or disagreement with; hostile to




•
 
most critics were opposed to the work.










3.
 
(of two or more things) contrasting or conflicting with each other




•
 
the agency is being asked to do two 
diametrically opposed

 things.














II.
 
phrases





as opposed to






distinguished from or in contrast with




•
 
an approach that is theoretical as opposed to practical.























opposing

 
/əˈpōziNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
in conflict or competition with a specified or implied subject




•
 
the opposing team.










2.
 
(of two or more subjects) differing from or in conflict with each other




•
 
the brothers fought on opposing sides in the war.










3.
 
facing; opposite




•
 
on the opposing page there were two addresses.



















opposite

 
/ˈäpəzət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having a position on the other or further side of something; facing something, especially something of the same type




•
 
a crowd gathered on the opposite side of the street.










2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — facing the speaker or a specified person or thing




•
 
he went into the store opposite.










3.
 


[Botany]

 (of leaves or shoots) arising in opposed pairs, one on each side of the stem.




4.
 
diametrically different; of a contrary kind




•
 
a word that is 
opposite

 in meaning 
to

 another




•
 
currents flowing in 
opposite directions

 .










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — being the other of a contrasted pair




•
 
the opposite ends of the price range.














II.
 
noun




a person or thing that is totally different from or the reverse of someone or something else




•
 
we 
were opposites

 in temperament




•
 
the literal is 
the opposite of

 the figurative.














III.
 
adverb




in a position facing a specified or implied subject




•
 
she was sitting almost opposite.














IV.
 
preposition



1.
 
in a position on the other side of a specific area from; facing




•
 
they sat opposite one another.










2.
 
(of a leading actor) in a complementary role to (another performer).








V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oppositely






adverb













2.
 
oppositeness






noun
















VI.
 
phrases





opposites attract






used to explain the phenomenon of dissimilar people taking a strong or romantic interest in each other




•
 
Clearly, opposites attract, but fortunately, the film doesn't follow typical romantic movie conventions




•
 
would such opposites attract, or would these two conflicting musical spirits lock horns and fight it out?





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
oppositus

 , past participle of 
opponere

 ‘set against.’





opposite number

 
/ˈäpəzət ˈnəmbər/






noun

 — (
someone's opposite number

 )


1.
 
a person whose position or rank in another group, organization, or country is equivalent to that held by someone already mentioned.













opposite prompt






noun






(Brit.)

 the offstage area of a theater stage to the right of an actor facing the audience.













opposite sex






noun




women in relation to men or vice versa.













opposition

 
/ˌäpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
resistance or dissent, expressed in action or argument




•
 
there was considerable 
opposition to

 the proposal




•
 
the regime cracked down against the threat of opposition.










2.
 
(often 
the opposition

 )
 — a group of adversaries or competitors, especially a rival political party or athletic team.




3.
 
(
the opposition

 )
 — the principal political party opposed to the one in office.




4.
 
a contrast or antithesis




•
 
a nature-culture opposition.










5.
 


[Logic]

 (of two propositions) the relation of having the same subject and predicate, but differing in quantity, quality, or both.




6.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 the apparent position of two celestial objects that are directly opposite each other in the sky, especially when a superior planet is opposite the sun.








II.
 
phrases





in opposition






in contrast or conflict




•
 
they found themselves 
in opposition to

 federal policy.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
oppositio(n-)

 , from 
opponere

 ‘set against.’





oppositional

 
/ˌäpəˈziSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by resistance or dissent




•
 
an oppositional stance to capitalism




•
 
the suppression of oppositional critical thought.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a group of opponents, especially in politics




•
 
the largest oppositional party in parliament.




















opposition research






noun






(US)

 investigation into the dealings of political opponents, typically in order to discredit them publicly




•
 
opposition research may be a bit too confrontational in the normal course of a campaign but completely appropriate as a response to an attack.




















oppress

 
/əˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep (someone) in subservience and hardship, especially by the unjust exercise of authority




•
 
a system that oppressed working people.










2.
 
cause (someone) to feel distressed, anxious, or uncomfortable




•
 
he was oppressed by some secret worry.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
oppresser

 , from medieval Latin 
oppressare

 , from Latin 
oppress-

 ‘pressed against,’ from the verb 
opprimere

 .





oppressed

 
/əˈprest/






adjective




subject to harsh and authoritarian treatment




•
 
oppressed racial minorities




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the oppressed

 )
 
his sympathies were with the oppressed.



















oppression

 
/əˈpreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
prolonged cruel or unjust treatment or control




•
 
a region shattered by oppression and killing.










2.
 
the state of being subject to unjust treatment or control.




3.
 
mental pressure or distress




•
 
her mood had initially been alarm and a sense of oppression.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
oppressio(n-)

 , from the verb 
opprimere

 (see oppress
 ).





oppressive

 
/əˈpresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unjustly inflicting hardship and constraint, especially on a minority or other subordinate group




•
 
an oppressive dictatorship.










2.
 
weighing heavily on the mind or spirits; causing depression or discomfort




•
 
a profound loneliness, an oppressive emptiness.










3.
 
(of weather) excessively hot and humid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oppressively

 
/əˈpresivlē /






adverb













2.
 
oppressiveness

 
/əˈpresivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
oppressivus

 , from Latin 
oppress-

 ‘pressed against,’ from the verb 
opprimere

 (see oppress
 ).





oppressor

 
/əˈpresər/






noun




a person or group that oppresses people




•
 
they overthrew their colonial oppressors.



















opprobrious

 
/əˈprōbrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of language) expressing scorn or criticism.








II.
 
derivatives





opprobriously

 
/əˈprōbrēəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
opprobriosus

 , from 
opprobrium

 (see opprobrium
 ).






opprobrium

 
/əˈprōbrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
harsh criticism or censure




•
 
his films and the critical opprobrium they have generated.










2.
 
the public disgrace arising from someone's shameful conduct




•
 
the opprobrium of being closely associated with thugs and gangsters.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 an occasion or cause of reproach or disgrace.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘infamy,’ from 
opprobrum

 , from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
probrum

 ‘disgraceful act.’






oppugn

 
/əˈpyo͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 call into question the truth or validity of.








II.
 
derivatives





oppugner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fight against’): from Latin 
oppugnare

 ‘attack, besiege,’ from 
ob-

 ‘against’ + 
pugnare

 ‘to fight.’





oppugnant

 
/əˈpəɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 opposing; antagonistic.








II.
 
derivatives





oppugnancy

 
/-nənsē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
oppugnant-

 ‘fighting against,’ from the verb 
oppugnare

 (see oppugn
 ).





Oprahization

 
/ˌōprəīˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the increasing tendency of public and private citizens to discuss their personal problems or feelings in public forums, especially talk shows




•
 
going against the trend of Oprahization, he refused to talk about his divorce to the press.

















– origin

 from 
Oprah Winfrey

 (1954–), US talk-show host + 
-ation

 .





OPSEC






abbreviation




operations (or operational) security.













opsimath

 
/ˈäpsəˌmaTH/





I.
 
noun




a person who begins to learn or study only late in life.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
opsimathēs

 , from 
opse

 ‘late’ + the stem 
math-

 ‘learn.’





opsin

 
/ˈäpsən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that forms part of the visual pigment rhodopsin and is released by the action of light.











– origin

 1950s: shortening of rhodopsin
 .





opsonin

 
/ˈäpsənən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an antibody or other substance that binds to foreign microorganisms or cells, making them more susceptible to phagocytosis.








II.
 
derivatives





opsonic

 
/äpˈsänik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
opsonare

 ‘buy provisions’ (from Greek 
opsōnein

 ) + -in
 1
 .





opsonize

 
/ˈäpsəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 make (a foreign cell) more susceptible to phagocytosis.








II.
 
derivatives





opsonization

 
/ˌäpsəˌniˈzāSHən /






noun






















opt

 
/äpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a choice from a range of possibilities




•
 
consumers will 
opt for

 low-priced goods




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
students opting to continue with physics.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





opt out






choose not to participate in or carry on with something




•
 
they had both 
opted out of

 the medical plan.





















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
opter

 , from Latin 
optare

 ‘choose, wish.’





opt.






abbreviation



1.
 
optative.




2.
 
optical.




3.
 
optician.




4.
 
optics.




5.
 
optional.













optative

 
/ˈäptədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a mood of verbs in Greek and other languages, expressing a wish, equivalent to English expressions 
if only

 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a verb in the optative mood.




2.
 
(
the optative

 )
 — the optative mood.








III.
 
derivatives





optatively






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
optatif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
optativus

 , from 
optat-

 ‘chosen,’ from the verb 
optare

 (see opt
 ).






optic

 
/ˈäptik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the eye or vision.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a lens or other optical component in an optical instrument.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 the eye.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
optique

 or medieval Latin 
opticus

 , from Greek 
optikos

 , from 
optos

 ‘seen.’






optical

 
/ˈäptək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to sight, especially in relation to the physical action of light




•
 
optical illusions.










2.
 
constructed to assist sight.




3.
 
devised on the principles of optics.




4.
 


[Physics]

 operating in or employing the visible part of the electromagnetic spectrum




•
 
optical telescopes.










5.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a device) requiring electromagnetic radiation for its operation




•
 
integrated optical circuits.














II.
 
derivatives





optically

 
/ˈäptək(ə)lē /






adverb





















optical activity






noun






[Chemistry]

 the property (displayed by solutions of some compounds, notably many sugars) of rotating the plane of polarization of plane-polarized light.














optical art






noun




another term for op art
 .














optical axis






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a line passing through the center of curvature of a lens or spherical mirror and parallel to the axis of symmetry.




2.
 


[Physics]

 
[Crystallography]

 a direction in a doubly refracting crystal along which a light ray does not undergo double refraction.













optical bench






noun




a straight rigid bar, typically marked with a scale, to which lenses, light sources, and other optical components can be attached.













optical brightener

 
/ˈäptəkəl ˈbrītnər/






noun




a fluorescent substance added to detergents in order to produce a whitening effect on laundry.













optical character recognition

 
/ˈäptəkəl ˈker(ə)ktər ˌrekəɡˈniSHən /

 
OCR






noun




the identification of printed characters using photoelectric devices and computer software.













optical density






noun






[Physics]

 the degree to which a refractive medium retards transmitted rays of light.













optical double






noun






[Astronomy]

 two stars that are in the same line of sight as seen from the earth, but that may be at far different distances.

See also double star
 .













optical fiber

 
/ˈäptəkəl ˌfībər/






noun




a thin flexible fiber with a glass core through which light signals can be sent with very little loss of strength.













optical glass






noun




a very pure kind of glass used for lenses.













optical illusion

 
/ˈäptəkəl iˈlo͞oZHən/






noun



1.
 
an experience of seeming to see something that does not exist or that is other than it appears.




2.
 
something that deceives the eye by appearing to be other than it is.













optical isomer





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two or more forms of a compound that have the same structure but are mirror images of each other and typically differ in optical activity.








II.
 
derivatives





optical isomerism






noun





















optical microscope






noun




a microscope using visible light, typically viewed directly by the eye.













optical path






noun






[Physics]

 the distance of the path that in a vacuum would contain the same number of wavelengths as the actual path taken by a ray of light traveling through a medium.













optical rotation






noun






[Chemistry]

 the rotation of the plane of polarization of plane-polarized light by an optically active substance.













optical scanner






noun






[Electronics]

 a device that performs optical character recognition and produces coded signals corresponding to the characters identified.













optical turnstile






noun




an access control system without barriers in which those attempting to enter are evaluated by closed-circuit television or other visual means.














optical tweezers






plural noun




a device that uses light from a low-wattage laser to manipulate individual molecules within cells.

Also called laser tweezers
 .













optic axis






noun




another term for optical axis
 .














optic chiasma






noun






[Anatomy]

 the X-shaped structure formed at the point below the brain where the two optic nerves cross over each other.













optic cup






noun






[Anatomy]

 a cuplike outgrowth of the brain of an embryo that develops into the retina.













optic disk






noun






[Anatomy]

 the raised disk on the retina at the point of entry of the optic nerve, lacking visual receptors and so creating a blind spot.













optician

 
/äpˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a person qualified to make and supply eyeglasses and contact lenses for correction of vision.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a person who makes or sells optical instruments.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
opticien

 , from medieval Latin 
optica

 ‘optics.’





optic lobe






noun






[Anatomy]

 a lobe in the midbrain from which the optic nerve partly arises.













optic nerve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the second pair of cranial nerves, transmitting impulses to the brain from the retina at the back of the eye.













optics

 
/ˈäptiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the scientific study of sight and the behavior of light, or the properties of transmission and deflection of other forms of radiation.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (typically in a political context) the way in which an event or course of action is perceived by the public




•
 
the issue itself is secondary to the optics of the Democrats opposing this administration in a high-profile way.



















optic tract






noun






[Anatomy]

 the pathway between the optic chiasma and the brain.













optima

 
/ˈäptəmə/






plural form of optimum
 .









optimal

 
/ˈäptəməl/





I.
 
adjective




best or most favorable; optimum




•
 
seeking the optimal solution.














II.
 
derivatives





optimality

 
/ˌäptəˈmalitē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
optimus

 ‘best’ + -al
 .





optimally

 
/ˈäptəm(ə)lē/






adverb




in the best or most favorable way




•
 
to function optimally, the body requires a large range of nutrients




•
 
the system is not performing optimally.



















optimism

 
/ˈäptəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hopefulness and confidence about the future or the successful outcome of something




•
 
the talks had been amicable, and there were grounds for optimism.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine, especially as set forth by Leibniz, that this world is the best of all possible worlds.




3.
 
the belief that good must ultimately prevail over evil in the universe.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
optimisme

 , from Latin 
optimum

 ‘best thing’ (see optimum
 ).





optimist

 
/ˈäptəməst/






noun



1.
 
a person who tends to be hopeful and confident about the future or the success of something




•
 
only an eternal optimist could expect success.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes that this world is the best of all possible worlds or that good must ultimately prevail over evil.













optimistic

 
/ˌäptəˈmistik/






adjective



1.
 
hopeful and confident about the future




•
 
the optimistic mood of the sixties




•
 
he was optimistic about the deal.










2.
 
involving an overestimate




•
 
previous estimates may be wildly optimistic.



















optimistically

 
/ˌäptəˈmistiklē/






adverb




in a way that shows hope and confidence about the future




•
 
the bank optimistically predicts an economic growth rate of 5 percent




•
 
he spoke optimistically about what is ahead.



















optimization

 
/ˌäptəməˈzāSHən ˌäptəˌmīˈzāSHən/






noun




the action of making the best or most effective use of a situation or resource




•
 
companies interested in the optimization of the business




•
 
the developers know many optimizations can be made.



















optimize

 
/ˈäptəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the best or most effective use of (a situation, opportunity, or resource)




•
 
to optimize viewing conditions, the microscope should be correctly adjusted.










2.
 


[Computing]

 rearrange or rewrite (data, software, etc.) to improve efficiency of retrieval or processing.








II.
 
derivatives





optimizer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
optimus

 ‘best’ + -ize
 .






optimum

 
/ˈäptəməm/





I.
 
adjective




most conducive to a favorable outcome; best




•
 
the optimum childbearing age.














II.
 
noun




the most favorable conditions or level for growth, reproduction, or success.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of 
optimus

 ‘best.’






option

 
/ˈäpSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is or may be chosen




•
 
choose the cheapest options for supplying energy.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the freedom, power, or right to choose something




•
 
she was 
given the option

 of resigning or being dismissed




•
 
he has 
no option but

 to pay up.










3.
 
a right to buy or sell a particular thing at a specified price within a set time




•
 
Columbia Pictures 
has an option on

 the script




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
an option to buy the land.










4.
 


[Football]

 an offensive play in which the ball carrier has the option to run, pass, hand off, or lateral.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy or sell an option on (something)




•
 
his second script will have been optioned by the time you read this.










2.
 


[Sports]

 
(US)

 transfer a player (to a minor league team) with an option to recall him.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep (or leave) one's options open






not commit oneself.









2.
 
not be an option






not be feasible




•
 
traveling by road is not an option here.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
optio(n-)

 , from the stem of 
optare

 ‘choose.’ The verb dates from the 1930s.





optionaire

 
/ˌäpSHəˈne(ə)r, ˈäpSHəˌne(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person whose great wealth is based on owning or exercising employee stock options.











– origin

 late 1990s: on the pattern of 
millionaire

 .





optional

 
/ˈäpSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




available to be chosen but not obligatory




•
 
a wide range of optional excursions is offered.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
optionality

 
/ˌäpSHəˈnalitē /






noun













2.
 
optionally

 
/ˈäpSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb





















optionee

 
/ˌäpSHəˈnē/






noun




a recipient or holder of stock options.













options exchange






noun






[Finance]

 a market in which options on securities and commodities are bought and sold




•
 
members have the right to buy and sell contracts at the options exchange.



















optocoupler

 
/ˈäptōˌkəplər/






noun






[Electronics]

 a device containing light-emitting and light-sensitive components, used to couple isolated circuits.














optoelectronics

 
/ˌäptōəˌlekˈträniks ˌäptōēˌlekˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of technology concerned with the combined use of electronics and light.




2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — circuitry constructed using optoelectronic technology.








II.
 
derivatives





optoelectronic






adjective





















optogenetics

 
/ˌäptōjəˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 a technique in neuroscience in which genes for light-sensitive proteins are introduced into specific types of brain cells in order to monitor and control their activity precisely using light signals




•
 
optogenetics allows researchers to control how nerve cells communicate.














II.
 
derivatives





optogenetic

 
/äptōjəˈnedik /






adjective





















optometer

 
/äpˈtämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for testing the refractive power of the eye.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
optos

 ‘seen’ + -meter
 .





optometrist

 
/äpˈtämətrəst/






noun




a person who practices optometry.













optometry

 
/äpˈtämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the practice or profession of examining the eyes for visual defects and prescribing corrective lenses.








II.
 
derivatives





optometric

 
/ˌäptəˈmetrik /






adjective





















optophone

 
/ˈäptəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




an instrument that scans printed characters and converts them into sound, thus enabling blind people to read by ear.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
optos

 ‘seen’ + -phone
 .





opt-out

 
/ˈäp ˌtout/






noun




an instance of choosing not to participate in something




•
 
opt-outs from key parts of the treaty.



















optronics

 
/äpˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
short for optoelectronics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





optronic






adjective





















opulence

 
/ˈäpyələns/






noun




great wealth or luxuriousness




•
 
rooms of spectacular opulence.



















opulent

 
/ˈäpyələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ostentatiously rich and luxurious or lavish




•
 
the opulent comfort of a limousine.










2.
 
wealthy




•
 
his more opulent tenants.














II.
 
derivatives





opulently

 
/ˈäpyələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘wealthy, affluent’): from Latin 
opulent-

 ‘wealthy, splendid,’ from 
opes

 ‘wealth.’





opuntia

 
/ōˈpənSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a cactus of a genus that comprises the prickly pears.

[Genus 
Opuntia

 , family 
Cactaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, a name given to a plant growing around 
Opus

 (stem 
Opunt-

 ), a city in Locris in ancient Greece. The term was later used as a genus name.






opus

 
/ˈōpəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a separate composition or set of compositions by a particular composer, usually ordered by date of publication




•
 


The Gambler

 was Prokofiev's sixth opera, despite its early 
opus number

 .







See also Op.





2.
 
any artistic work, especially one on a large scale




•
 
he was writing an opus on Mexico.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘work.’





opuscule

 
/ōˈpəskyo͞ol /

 
opusculum





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a small or minor literary or musical work.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
opusculum

 , diminutive of 
opus

 ‘work.’





Opus Dei

 
/ˌōpəs ˈdā-ē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a Roman Catholic organization of laymen and priests founded in Spain in 1928 with the aim of re-establishing Christian ideals in society.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘work of God.’






or1


 
/ôr/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
used to link alternatives




•
 
a cup of tea or coffee




•
 
are you coming 
or not

 ?




•
 
she couldn't read or write




•
 
I 
either

 take taxis 
or

 walk everywhere




•
 
it doesn't matter 
whether

 the theory is right 
or

 wrong.










2.
 
introducing a synonym or explanation of a preceding word or phrase




•
 
the espionage novel, or, as it is known in the trade, the thriller.










3.
 
otherwise (used to introduce the consequences of something not being done or not being the case)




•
 
hurry up, or you'll miss it all.










4.
 
introducing an afterthought, usually in the form of a question




•
 
John's indifference—or was it?—left her unsettled.










5.
 


‹literary›

 either




•
 
to love is the one way to know 
or

 God 
or

 man.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
OR

 )


1.
 


[Electronics]

 a Boolean operator that gives the value one if at least one operand (or input) has a value of one, and otherwise has a value of zero.




2.
 
(also 
OR gate

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a circuit that gives an output signal if there is a signal on any of its inputs.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
or else






see else
 .









2.
 
or so






(after a quantity) approximately




•
 
a dozen or so people.





















– origin

 Middle English: a reduced form of the obsolete conjunction 
other

 (which superseded Old English 
oththe

 ‘or’), of uncertain ultimate origin. / 
usage:

 
1

 Where a verb follows a list separated by 
or

 , the traditional rule is that the verb should be singular, as long as the things in the list are individually singular, as in a sandwich 
or

 other snack 
is

 included in the price (rather than a sandwich 
or

 other snack 
are

 included in the price). The argument is that each of the elements agrees separately with the verb. The opposite rule applies when the elements are joined by 
and

 —here the verb should be plural: a sandwich 
and

 a cup of coffee 
are

 included in the price. These traditional rules are observed in good English writing style but are often disregarded in speech. 
2

 On the use of 
either … or

 , see usage at either
 .





or2


 
/ôr/





I.
 
noun




gold or yellow, as a heraldic tincture


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
a bend or.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
aurum

 ‘gold.’





OR






abbreviation



1.
 
operational research.




2.
 
Oregon (in official postal use).




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Military]

 other ranks (as opposed to commissioned officers).














-or1






I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a person or thing performing the action of a verb, or denoting another agent




•
 
escalator




•
 
governor




•
 
resistor.

















– origin

 from Latin, sometimes via Anglo-Norman French 
-eour

 or Old French 
-eor

 (see also -ator
 ).





-or2






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives expressing a comparative sense




•
 
minor




•
 
major.

















– origin

 via Anglo-Norman French from Latin.






-or3






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns denoting a state or condition




•
 
error




•
 
pallor




•
 
terror.

















– origin

 from Latin, sometimes via Old French 
-or

 , 
-ur

 .





ora

 
/ˈôrə ˈōrə/






plural form of os
 2
 .









orache

 
/ˈôrəCH ˈärəCH /

 
orach





I.
 
noun




a plant of the goosefoot family with leaves that are sometimes covered in a white mealy substance. Several kinds are edible and can be used as a substitute for spinach or sorrel.

[Genus 
Atriplex

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common orache

 (
A. hortensis

 ), which is cultivated in some areas.]











– origin

 Middle English 
orage

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
arasche

 , from Latin 
atriplex

 , from Greek 
atraphaxus

 .






oracle

 
/ˈôrək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a priest or priestess acting as a medium through whom advice or prophecy was sought from the gods in classical antiquity.




2.
 
a place at which divine advice or prophecy was sought.




3.
 
a person or thing regarded as an infallible authority or guide on something




•
 
casting the attorney general as the oracle for and guardian of the public interest is simply impossible.










4.
 
a response or message given by an oracle, typically one that is ambiguous or obscure.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
oraculum

 , from 
orare

 ‘speak.’





oracular

 
/ôˈrakyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an oracle




•
 
the oracular shrine.










2.
 
(of an utterance, advice, etc.) hard to interpret; enigmatic




•
 
an ambiguous, oracular remark.










3.
 
holding or claiming the authority of an oracle




•
 
he holds forth in oracular fashion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oracularity

 
/ôˌrakyəˈlaritē /






noun













2.
 
oracularly

 
/ôˈrakyələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
oraculum

 (see oracle
 ) + -ar
 1
 .





oracy

 
/ˈôrəsē/





I.
 
noun




the ability to express oneself fluently and grammatically in speech.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
os

 , 
or-

 ‘mouth,’ on the pattern of 
literacy

 .





Oradea

 
/ôˈrädyä/






an industrial city in western Romania, near the border with Hungary; pop. 205,956 (2006).










oral

 
/ˈôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
by word of mouth; spoken rather than written




•
 
they had reached an oral agreement.










2.
 
relating to the transmission of information or literature by word of mouth rather than in writing




•
 
oral literature.




•
 
a society with an 
oral tradition

 .










3.
 
(of a society) not having reached the stage of literacy.




4.
 
of or relating to the mouth




•
 
oral hygiene.










5.
 
done or taken by the mouth




•
 
oral contraceptives.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) pronounced by the voice resonating in the mouth, as the vowels in English.

Compare with nasal
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).




7.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 (in Freudian theory) relating to or denoting a stage of infantile psychosexual development in which the mouth is the main source of pleasure and the center of experience.








II.
 
noun

 — (often 
orals

 )


1.
 
a spoken examination or test




•
 
he was preparing for his orals




•
 
a French oral.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
oralis

 , from Latin 
os

 , 
or-

 ‘mouth.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at verbal
 .See also usage at aural
 .





oral-formulaic

 
/ˌôrəlˌfôrmyəˈlāik/






adjective




relating to or denoting poetry belonging to an early spoken tradition characterized by the use of poetic formulas, e.g., the Homeric poems.













oral history






noun




the collection and study of historical information using sound recordings of interviews with people having personal knowledge of past events.













oralism

 
/ˈôrəˌlizəm/






noun




the system of teaching deaf people to communicate by the use of speech and lip-reading rather than sign language.













oralist

 
/ˈôrələst/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or advocating oralism.








II.
 
noun




a deaf person who uses speech and lip-reading to communicate, rather than sign language.













orality

 
/ôˈralədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being spoken or verbally communicated.




2.
 
preference for or tendency to use spoken forms of language.




3.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the focusing of sexual energy and feeling on the mouth.













orally

 
/ˈôrəlē ˈōrəlē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of speech; verbally




•
 
the terms were orally agreed




•
 
this decision was communicated orally to the chairman.










2.
 
by means of or through the mouth




•
 
drugs taken orally.



















oral sex

 
/ˈôrəl ˈōrəl seks/






noun




sexual activity in which the genitals of one partner are stimulated by the mouth of the other; fellatio or cunnilingus.













Oran

 
/ōˈrän/






a port on the Mediterranean coast of Algeria; pop. 679,900 (est. 2009).









orang

 
/ôˈraNG/






noun




short for orangutan
 .














orange

 
/ˈôrənj ˈärənj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round juicy citrus fruit with a tough bright reddish-yellow rind.




2.
 
a drink made from or flavored with orange




•
 
a vodka and orange.










3.
 
(also 
orange tree

 )
 — the leathery-leaved evergreen tree that bears the orange, native to warm regions of south and Southeast Asia. Oranges are a major commercial crop in many warm regions of the world.

[Genus 
Citrus

 , family Rutaceae: several species, in particular the 
sweet orange

 (
C. sinensis

 ) and the 
Seville orange

 .]




4.
 
used in names of other plants with fruit or flowers similar to the orange, e.g., 
mock orange

 .




5.
 
a bright reddish-yellow color like that of the skin of a ripe orange.








II.
 
adjective




reddish yellow, like a ripe orange in color




•
 
an orange glow in the sky.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orangey

 
orangy






adjective













2.
 
orangish

 
orangeish






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
orenge

 (in the phrase 
pomme d'orenge

 ), based on Arabic 
nāranj

 , from Persian 
nārang

 .





Orange

 
/ôˈräNZH, ˈär-/





I.
 
a town in southern France, on the Rhône River, home of the ancestors of the Dutch royal house.

See Orange, House of
 .




II.
 
a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles in an agricultural area; pop. 136,392 (est. 2008).










Orange, House of





I.
 
the Dutch royal house, originally a princely dynasty of the principality centered on the town of Orange in the 16th century.





Members of the family held the position of stadtholder or magistrate from the mid-16th until the late 18th century. In 1689 William of Orange became King William III of Great Britain and Ireland, and the son of the last stadtholder became King William I of the United Netherlands in 1815.





Orange, William of






William III of Great Britain and Ireland (see William
 ).










orangeade

 
/ˌôrənjˈād ˌärənjˈād/






noun




a drink made with orange juice, sweetener, and water, sometimes carbonated.













orange blossom

 
/ˈôrənj ˈbläsəm/






noun



1.
 
flowers from an orange tree, traditionally worn by the bride at a wedding.




2.
 
a cocktail made of gin, sugar, and orange juice.













Orange County






a county in southwestern California, between Los Angeles and San Diego; pop. 3,010,759 (est. 2008).









orange flower water

 
/ˈôrənj ˈflou(ə)r ˈwôdər ˈwädər/






noun




a solution of neroli in water, used in perfumery and as a food flavoring.














Orange Free State

 
/ˌôrənj ˈfrē ˌstāt/






an area and former province in central South Africa, north of the Orange River. First settled by Boers after the Great Trek, the area became a province of the Union of South Africa in 1910 and in 1994 became one of the new provinces of South Africa.

Province named Free State
 in 1995.









Orangeman

 
/ˈôrənjmən/






noun




a member of the Orange Order, a Protestant political society in Northern Ireland.













orange pekoe






noun




a type of black tea made from young leaves.













Orange River






the longest river in South Africa, which rises in the Drakensberg Mountains in northeastern Lesotho and flows westward for 1,155 miles (1,859 km) to the Atlantic Ocean. It forms the border between Namibia and South Africa.










orange roughy






noun



1.
 
an edible roughy, much prized for its white flesh. Found in deep waters of temperate oceans worldwide, its reddish body turns orange after being exposed to air.

[
Hoplostethus atlanticus

 , family 
Trachichthyidae

 .]




2.
 
the flesh of the orange roughy as food.













orangery

 
/ˈôrənjrē/






noun




a greenhouse where orange trees are grown.













orange stick

 
/ˈôrənj ˌstik/






noun




a thin stick, pointed at one end and typically made of orange wood, used for manicuring the fingernails.














orangutan

 
/ôˈraNG(ɡ)əˌtan /

 
orangutang
 , orang-utan





I.
 
noun




a large mainly solitary arboreal ape with long reddish hair, long arms, and hooked hands and feet, native to Borneo and Sumatra. The mature male develops fleshy cheek pads and a throat pouch.

[
Pongo pygmaeus

 , family 
Pongidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Malay 
orang utan

 ‘forest person.’





Oranjestad

 
/ôˈränyəˌstät/






the capital of the Dutch island of Aruba in the Caribbean Sea; pop. 32,000 (est. 2007).









Oraşul Stalin

 
/ôrˈäSHo͝ol ˈstälin/






former name for Braşov
 .









orate

 
/ôˈrāt ˈôˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a speech, especially pompously or at length.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: back-formation from oration
 .






oration

 
/ôˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal speech, especially one given on a ceremonial occasion.




2.
 
the style or manner in which a formal speech is given.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a prayer): from Latin 
oratio(n-)

 ‘discourse, prayer,’ from 
orare

 ‘speak, pray.’





orator

 
/ˈôrədər ˈärədər/





I.
 
noun




a public speaker, especially one who is eloquent or skilled.








II.
 
derivatives





oratorial

 
/ˌôrəˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
oratour

 , from Latin 
orator

 ‘speaker, pleader.’





oratorical

 
/ˌôrəˈtôrək(ə)l/






adjective




relating to the art or practice of public speaking




•
 
oratorical skills.



















oratorio

 
/ˌôrəˈtôrēˌō ˌärəˈtôrēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a large-scale musical work for orchestra and voices, typically a narrative on a religious theme, performed without the use of costumes, scenery, or action. Well-known examples include Bach's 
Christmas Oratorio

 , Handel's 
Messiah

 , and Haydn's 
The Creation

 .











– origin

 Italian, from ecclesiastical Latin 
oratorium

 ‘oratory,’ from the musical services held in the Church of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri in Rome.





oratory1


 
/ˈôrəˌtôrē ˈärəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small chapel, especially for private worship.

[Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
oratorie

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
oratorium

 , based on Latin 
orare

 ‘pray, speak.’]




2.
 
(
Oratory

 )
 — (in the Roman Catholic Church) a religious society of secular priests founded in Rome in 1564 to provide plain preaching and popular services and established in various countries.

[from 
Congregation of the Fathers of the Oratory

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





Oratorian






noun, adjective





oratory
 1
 (
sense

 2)





















oratory2


 
/ˈôrəˌtôrē ˈärəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art or practice of formal speaking in public.




2.
 
exaggerated, eloquent, or highly colored language




•
 
learned discussions degenerated into pompous oratory.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
oratoria

 , feminine (used as a noun) of 
oratorius

 ‘relating to an orator.’





orb

 
/ôrb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spherical body; a globe.




2.
 
a golden globe surmounted by a cross, forming part of the regalia of a monarch.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a celestial body.




4.
 
(usu. 
orbs

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 an eyeball; an eye.




5.
 


[Astrology]

 a circle of up to 10° radius around the position of a celestial object




•
 
within an orb of 1° of Mars.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 encircle; enclose.




2.
 


‹literary›

 form (something) into an orb; make circular or globular.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a circle): from Latin 
orbis

 ‘ring.’





orbicular

 
/ôrˈbikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 having the shape of a flat ring or disk.




2.
 


‹technical›

 having a rounded convex or globular shape.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Geology]

 (of a rock) containing spheroidal igneous inclusions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orbicularity

 
/ôrˌbikyeˈlaritē /






noun













2.
 
orbicularly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
orbicularis

 , from Latin 
orbiculus

 , diminutive of 
orbis

 ‘ring.’





Orbison, Roy

 
/ˈôrbisən/






(1936–88), US singer and composer; full name 
Roy Kelton Orbison

 . After writing country music songs for other artists, he established himself as a singer with the ballads 
“Only the Lonely”

 (1960) and 
“Oh, Pretty Woman”

 (1964).










orbit

 
/ˈôrbət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the curved path of a celestial object or spacecraft around a star, planet, or moon, especially a periodic elliptical revolution.




2.
 
one complete circuit around an orbited body.




3.
 
the state of being on or moving in an orbit




•
 
planets 
in orbit

 around the sun.










4.
 
the path of an electron around an atomic nucleus.




5.
 
a sphere of activity, interest, or application




•
 
a radical filmmaker outside the Hollywood orbit.










6.
 


[Anatomy]

 the cavity in the skull of a vertebrate that contains the eye; the eye socket.




7.
 
the area around the eye of a bird or other animal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a celestial object or spacecraft) move in orbit around (a star, planet, or moon)




•
 
Mercury orbits the Sun.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fly or move around in a circle




•
 
the mobile's disks spun and orbited slowly.










3.
 
put (a satellite) into orbit.








III.
 
phrases





into orbit








‹informal›

 into a state of heightened performance, activity, anger, or excitement




•
 
his goal sent the fans into orbit.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Latin 
orbita

 ‘course, track’ (in medieval Latin ‘eye socket’), feminine of 
orbitus

 ‘circular,’ from 
orbis

 ‘ring.’





orbital

 
/ˈôrbədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an orbit or orbits.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a road) passing around the outside of a town.








II.
 
noun






[Physics]

 each of the actual or potential patterns of electron density that may be formed in an atom or molecule by one or more electrons, and that can be represented as a wave function.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (referring to the eye socket): probably from medieval Latin 
orbitalis

 , from Latin 
orbita

 (see orbit
 ).





orbital sander






noun




a sander in which the sanding surface moves in a very tight orbital motion, driven at high speed by an electric motor.














orbiter

 
/ˈôrbədər/






noun




a spacecraft designed to go into orbit, especially one not intended to land.

Compare with lander
 .













orbitofrontal cortex

 
/ˌôrbidəˌfrən(t)l ˈkôrteks/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the area of the cerebral cortex located at the base of the frontal lobes above the orbits (or eye sockets), involved especially in social and emotional behavior.













orbitosphenoid

 
/ˌôrbədōˈsfēnoid /

 
orbitosphenoid bone






noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a bone in the floor of the mammalian cranium, in the region of the optic nerve. In the human skull it is represented by the lesser wings of the sphenoid bone.













orb web






noun




a generally circular, upright spider's web formed of threads radiating from a central point, crossed by radial links that spiral in from the edge.













orc

 
/ôrk/





I.
 
noun




(in fantasy literature and games) a member of an imaginary race of humanlike creatures, characterized as ugly, warlike, and malevolent.








II.
 
derivatives





orcish






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an ogre): perhaps from Latin 
orcus

 ‘hell’ or Italian 
orco

 ‘demon, monster,’ influenced by obsolete 
orc

 ‘ferocious sea creature’ and by Old English 
orcneas

 ‘monsters’ The current sense is due to the use of the word in Tolkien's fantasy adventures.






orca

 
/ˈôrkə/





I.
 
noun




a large toothed whale with distinctive black-and-white markings and a prominent dorsal fin. It lives in groups that cooperatively hunt fish, seals, and penguins.

Also called killer whale
 . [
Orcinus orca

 , family 
Delphinidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
orca

 , denoting a kind of whale.





orcein

 
/ˈôrsēin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a red dye obtained from orchil, used as a stain in microscopic study.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of 
orcin

 , another name for orcinol
 .





orch.






abbreviation



1.
 
orchestra.




2.
 
orchestrated by.














orchard

 
/ˈôrCHərd/





I.
 
noun




a piece of land planted with fruit trees.








II.
 
derivatives





orchardist

 
/ˈôrCHərdəst /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ortgeard

 ; the first element from Latin 
hortus

 ‘garden,’ the second representing yard
 2
 .






orchard grass






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pasture grass with broad leaves and green or purplish flowering spikes.

[
Dactylis glomerata

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]














orchestra

 
/ˈôrkəstrə ˈôrˌkestrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of instrumentalists, especially one combining string, woodwind, brass, and percussion sections and playing classical music.




2.
 
(also 
orchestra pit

 )
 — the part of a theater where the orchestra plays, typically in front of the stage and on a lower level than the audience.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the seats on the ground floor in a theater.




4.
 
the semicircular space in front of an ancient Greek theater stage where the chorus danced and sang.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
orkhēstra

 , from 
orkheisthai

 ‘to dance.’





orchestral

 
/ôrˈkestrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
written for an orchestra to play




•
 
orchestral music.










2.
 
of or relating to an orchestra




•
 
an orchestral conductor.














II.
 
derivatives





orchestrally






adverb





















orchestrate

 
/ˈôrkəˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange or score (music) for orchestral performance.




2.
 
arrange or direct the elements of (a situation) to produce a desired effect, especially surreptitiously




•
 
the developers were able to orchestrate a favorable media campaign.














II.
 
derivatives





orchestrator

 
/-ˌstrātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from orchestra
 , perhaps suggested by French 
orchestrer

 .





orchestration

 
/ˌôrkəˈstrāSHən/






noun



1.
 
the arrangement or scoring of music for orchestral performance




•
 
Prokofiev's mastery of orchestration




•
 
ballads backed by lush orchestrations.










2.
 
the planning or coordination of the elements of a situation to produce a desired effect, especially surreptitiously




•
 
the orchestration of the campaign needed tightening




•
 
he described the setting of tax policy as a delicate orchestration of factors.



















orchestrion

 
/ôrˈkestrēən /

 
orchestrina





I.
 
noun




a large mechanical musical instrument designed to imitate the sound of an orchestra.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from orchestra
 , on the pattern of 
accordion

 .





orchid

 
/ˈôrkəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant with complex flowers that are typically showy or bizarrely shaped, having a large specialized lip (labellum) and frequently a spur. Orchids occur worldwide, especially as epiphytes in tropical forests, and are valuable hothouse plants.

[Family 
Orchidaceae

 : numerous genera and species.]




2.
 
the flowering stem of a cultivated orchid.








II.
 
derivatives





orchidist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Orchid(ac)eae

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
orchis

 (see orchis
 ).





orchidaceous

 
/ˌôrkəˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the orchid family (
Orchidaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Orchidaceae

 (plural) + -ous
 .





orchiectomy

 
/ˌôrkēˈektəmē /

 
orchidectomy





I.
 
noun




surgical removal of one or both testicles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
orchido-

 (from a Latinized stem of Greek 
orkhis

 ‘testicle’) + -ectomy
 .






orchil

 
/ˈôrkəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red or violet dye obtained from certain lichens, used as a source of litmus, orcinol, and other pigments.




2.
 
a lichen with flattened fronds from which a red or violet dye can be obtained.

[
Roccella

 (order 
Graphidiales

 ) and other genera: several species, including the Mediterranean 
R. tinctoria

 , used for dyeing, and the Madagascan 
R. montagnei

 , used for litmus.]











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
orcheil

 , related to Spanish 
urchilla

 ; of uncertain origin.






orchis

 
/ˈôrkəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an orchid of (or formerly of) a genus native to north temperate regions, characterized by a tuberous root and an erect fleshy stem bearing a spike of typically purple or pinkish flowers.

[Genus 
Orchis

 (or 
Dactylorhiza

 ), family 
Orchidaceae

 .]




2.
 


‹dated›

 any wild orchid occurring in temperate regions.











– origin

 modern Latin, based on Greek 
orkhis

 , literally ‘testicle’ (with reference to the shape of its tuber).





orchitis

 
/ôrˈkīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of one or both of the testicles.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
orkhis

 ‘testicle’ + -itis
 .






orcinol

 
/ˈôrsəˌnäl, -ˌnôl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound extracted from certain lichens and used to make dyes.

[Alternative name: 
2-hydroxyphenylmethanol

 ; chem. formula: C7
 H8
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
orcina

 , from Italian 
orcello

 ‘orchil.’





Orczy, Baroness Emmusca

 
/ˈôrtsē/






(1865–1947), British novelist, born in Hungary. She wrote 
The Scarlet Pimpernel

 (1905).









ord.






abbreviation



1.
 
order.




2.
 
ordinary.














ordain

 
/ôrˈdān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) a priest or minister; confer holy orders on.




2.
 
order or decree (something) officially




•
 
equal punishment was ordained for the two crimes.










3.
 
(especially of God or fate) prescribe; determine (something)




•
 
the path ordained by God.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ordainer






noun













2.
 
ordainment






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘put in order’): from Anglo-Norman French 
ordeiner

 , from Latin 
ordinare

 , from 
ordo

 , 
ordin-

 (see order
 ).





ordeal

 
/ôrˈdēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painful or horrific experience, especially a protracted one




•
 
the 
ordeal of

 having to give evidence.










2.
 


‹historical›

 an ancient test of guilt or innocence by subjection of the accused to severe pain, survival of which was taken as divine proof of innocence.











– origin

 Old English 
ordāl

 , 
ordēl

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
urteilen

 ‘give judgment,’ from a base meaning ‘share out.’ The word is not found in Middle English (except once in Chaucer's 
Troylus

 ); modern use of 
sense

 2 began in the late 16th cent., whence 
sense

 1 (mid 17th cent).






order

 
/ˈôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the arrangement or disposition of people or things in relation to each other according to a particular sequence, pattern, or method




•
 
I filed the cards in alphabetical order.










2.
 
a state in which everything is in its correct or appropriate place




•
 
she tried to put her shattered thoughts into some semblance of order.










3.
 
a state in which the laws and rules regulating the public behavior of members of a community are observed and authority is obeyed




•
 
the army was deployed to keep order.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — the overall state or condition of something




•
 
the house had just been vacated and was in good order.










5.
 
a particular social, political, or economic system




•
 
if only the peasantry would rise up against the established order




•
 
the social order of Britain.










6.
 
the prescribed or established procedure followed by a meeting, legislative assembly, debate, or court of law




•
 
the meeting was 
called to order

 .










7.
 
a stated form of liturgical service, or of administration of a rite or ceremony, prescribed by ecclesiastical authority.




8.
 
an authoritative command, direction, or instruction




•
 
he was not going to take orders from a mere administrator




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the skipper gave the order to abandon ship.










9.
 
an oral or written request for something to be made, supplied, or served




•
 
the company has won an order for six tankers.










10.
 
a thing made, supplied, or served as a result of an oral or written request




•
 
orders will be delivered the next business day.










11.
 
a written direction of a court or judge




•
 
a judge's order forbidding the reporting of evidence.










12.
 
a written direction to pay money or deliver property.




13.
 
(often 
orders

 )
 — a social class




•
 
the upper social orders.










14.
 


[Biology]

 a principal taxonomic category that ranks below class and above family.




15.
 
a grade or rank in the Christian ministry, especially that of bishop, priest, or deacon.




16.
 
(
orders

 )
 — the rank or position of a member of the clergy or an ordained minister of a church




•
 
he took priest's orders.







See also holy orders
 .




17.
 


[Theology]

 any of the nine grades of angelic beings in the celestial hierarchy.




18.
 
(also 
Order

 )
 — a society of monks, priests, nuns, etc., living according to certain religious and social regulations and discipline and at least some of whose members take solemn vows




•
 
the Franciscan Order.










19.
 


‹historical›

 a society of knights bound by a common rule of life and having a combined military and monastic character.




20.
 
an institution founded by a monarch for the purpose of conferring an honor or honors for merit on those appointed to it.




21.
 
the insignia worn by members of an order of honor or merit.




22.
 
a Masonic or similar fraternal organization.




23.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used to describe the quality, nature, or importance of something




•
 
with musical talent of this order, von Karajan would have been a phenomenon in any age.










24.
 
any of the five classical styles of architecture (Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan, and Composite) based on the proportions of columns, amount of decoration, etc.




25.
 
any style or mode of architecture subject to uniform established proportions.




26.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 equipment or uniform for a specified purpose or of a specified type




•
 
drill order.










27.
 
(
the order

 )
 — the position in which a rifle is held after ordering arms.

See order arms
 below.




28.
 


[Mathematics]

 the degree of complexity of an equation, expression, etc., as denoted by an ordinal number.




29.
 
the number of differentiations required to reach the highest derivative in a differential equation.




30.
 
the number of elements in a finite group.




31.
 
the number of rows or columns in a square matrix.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — give an authoritative direction or instruction to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she ordered me to leave




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Stop frowning,” he ordered




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the court ordered that the case should be heard at the end of August




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
her father ordered her back home




•
 
the judge ordered a retrial.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
order someone around/about

 )
 — continually tell someone in an overbearing way what to do.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 command (something) to be done or (someone) to be treated in a particular way




•
 
he ordered the anchor dropped.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — request (something) to be made, supplied, or served




•
 
my friend ordered the tickets last week




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I asked the security guard to order me a taxi




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Are you ready to order, sir?










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange (something) in a methodical or appropriate way




•
 
all entries are ordered by date




•
 (
-ordered

 )
 
her normally well-ordered life.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by order of






according to directions given by the proper authority




•
 
he was released from prison by order of the court.















2.
 
in order





a.
 
according to a particular sequence.




b.
 
in the correct condition for operation or use.




c.
 
in accordance with the rules of procedure at a meeting, legislative assembly, etc.




d.
 
appropriate in the circumstances




•
 
a little bit of flattery was now in order.















3.
 
in order for






so that




•
 
employees must be committed to the change in order for it to succeed.















4.
 
in order that






with the intention; so that




•
 
she used her mother's kitchen in order that the turkey might be properly cooked.















5.
 
in order to






as a means to




•
 
he slouched into his seat in order to avoid drawing attention to himself.















6.
 
of the order of





a.
 
approximately




•
 
sales increases are of the order of 20%.










b.
 


[Mathematics]

 having the order of magnitude specified by.









7.
 
on order






(of goods) requested but not yet received from the supplier or manufacturer.









8.
 
on the order of





a.
 
another term for of the order of
 above.




b.
 
along the lines of; similar to




•
 
singers on the order of Janis Joplin.















9.
 
Order!






a call for silence or the observance of prescribed procedures by someone in charge of a trial, legislative assembly, etc.









10.
 
order arms








[Military]

 hold a rifle with its butt on the ground close to one's right side.









11.
 
order of battle






the units, formations, and equipment of a military force.









12.
 
orders are orders






commands must be obeyed, however much one may disagree with them.









13.
 
out of order





a.
 
(of an electrical or mechanical device) not working properly or at all.




b.
 
not in the correct sequence.




c.
 
not according to the rules of a meeting, legislative assembly, etc.




d.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or their behavior) unacceptable or wrong




•
 
he's getting away with things that are out of order.















14.
 
to order






according to a customer's specific request or requirements




•
 
the sweaters are knitted to order.


















IV.
 
derivatives





orderer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ordre

 , from Latin 
ordo

 , 
ordin-

 ‘row, series, rank.’





ordered pair






noun






[Mathematics]

 a pair of elements 
a, b

 having the property that (
a, b) = (u, v

 ) if and only if 
a = u

 , 
b = v

 .













orderly

 
/ˈôrdərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
neatly and methodically arranged




•
 
an orderly arrangement of objects.










2.
 
(of a person or group) well behaved; disciplined.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an attendant in a hospital responsible for the nonmedical care of patients and the maintenance of order and cleanliness.




2.
 
a soldier who carries out orders or performs minor tasks for an officer.








III.
 
derivatives





orderliness

 
/ˈôrdərlēnəs /






noun





















orderly room

 
/ˈôrdərlē ro͞om ˈôrdərlē ro͝om/






noun






[Military]

 the room used for regimental or company business.













order of business






noun




a task assigned or a matter to be addressed




•
 
the first order of business is learning who the hitters are.



















order of magnitude






noun



1.
 
a class in a system of classification determined by size, each class being a number of times (usually ten) greater or smaller than the one before




•
 
values might be compared by order of magnitude, a staple in making ballpark estimates.










2.
 
relative size, quantity, quality, etc.




•
 
the new problems were of a different order of magnitude.










3.
 
the arrangement of a number of items determined by their relative size




•
 
the items are arranged in ascending order of magnitude.



















order of the day






noun

 — (
the order of the day

 )


1.
 
the prevailing state of things




•
 
confusion would seem to be the order of the day.










2.
 
something that is required or recommended




•
 
on Sundays, a black suit was the order of the day.










3.
 
a program or agenda.














Order of the Garter






the highest order of English knighthood, founded by Edward III 
c.

 1344. According to tradition, the garter was that of the Countess of Salisbury, which the king placed on his own leg after it fell off while she was dancing with him. The king's comment to those present, “Honi soit qui mal y pense” (shame be to him who thinks evil of it), was adopted as the motto of the order.









ordinal

 
/ˈôrdnəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for ordinal number
 .




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a service book, especially one with the forms of service used at ordinations.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a thing's position in a series




•
 
ordinal position of birth.










2.
 
of or relating to an ordinal number.




3.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to a taxonomic order.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): the noun from medieval Latin 
ordinale

 (neuter); the adjective from late Latin 
ordinalis

 ‘relating to order in a series,’ from Latin 
ordo

 , 
ordin-

 (see order
 ).






ordinal number

 
/ˈôrdnəl ˈnəmbər/






noun




a number defining a thing's position in a series, such as “first,” “second,” or “third.” Ordinal numbers are used as adjectives, nouns, and pronouns.

Compare with cardinal number
 .














ordinance

 
/ˈôrd(ə)nəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a piece of legislation enacted by a municipal authority




•
 
a city ordinance banned smoking in nearly all types of restaurants.










2.
 
an authoritative order; a decree.




3.
 
a prescribed religious rite




•
 
Talmudic ordinances.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘arrangement in ranks’): from Old French 
ordenance

 , from medieval Latin 
ordinantia

 , from Latin 
ordinare

 ‘put in order’ (see ordain
 ).





ordinand

 
/ˈôrdəˌnand/





I.
 
noun




a candidate for ordination.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ordinandus

 , gerundive of 
ordinare

 ‘put in order’ (see ordain
 ).





ordinarily

 
/ˌôrdnˈerəlē/






adverb



1.
 
usually




•
 
the fixings that would ordinarily appear at a grand turkey dinner




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
ordinarily, Linda was the handy one around the house.










2.
 
in a normal way




•
 
an effort to behave ordinarily.




















ordinary

 
/ˈôrdnˌerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
with no special or distinctive features; normal




•
 
he sets out to depict ordinary people




•
 
it was just an ordinary evening.










2.
 
uninteresting; commonplace




•
 
ordinary items of everyday wear.










3.
 
(especially of a judge or bishop) exercising authority by virtue of office and not by delegation.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the ordinary

 )
 — what is commonplace or standard




•
 
their clichés were vested with enough emotion to elevate them above the ordinary.










2.
 


[Law]

 
(Brit.)

 a person, especially a judge, exercising authority by virtue of office and not by delegation.




3.
 
in some US states, a judge of probate.




4.
 
(usu. 
Ordinary

 )
 — those parts of a Roman Catholic service, especially the Mass, that do not vary from day to day.




5.
 
a rule or book giving the order for saying the Mass.




6.
 


[Heraldry]

 any of the simplest principal charges used in coats of arms (especially chief, pale, bend, fess, bar, chevron, and saltire).




7.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a meal provided at a fixed time and price at an inn.




8.
 
an inn providing this.




9.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for penny-farthing
 .








III.
 
phrases





out of the ordinary






unusual




•
 
nothing out of the ordinary happened.


















IV.
 
derivatives





ordinariness

 
/ˈôrd(ə)nˌerēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun partly via Old French; the adjective from Latin 
ordinarius

 ‘orderly’ (reinforced by French 
ordinaire

 ), from 
ordo

 , 
ordin-

 ‘order.’






ordinary ray






noun






[Optics]

 (in double refraction) the ray that obeys the ordinary laws of refraction.













ordinary seaman

 
/ˈôrdnˌerē ˈsēmən/






noun




the lowest rank of merchant seaman, below able-bodied seaman.













ordinary share

 
/ˈôrdnˌerē SHe(ə)r/






noun




British term for common stock
 .














ordinate

 
/ˈôrd(ə)nət/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 (in a system of coordinates) the 
y

 -coordinate, representing the distance from a point to the horizontal or 
x

 -axis measured parallel to the vertical or 
y

 -axis.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
linea ordinata applicata

 ‘line applied parallel,’ from 
ordinare

 ‘put in order.’





ordination

 
/ˌôrdnˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of ordaining or conferring holy orders on someone.




2.
 
a ceremony in which someone is ordained.




3.
 


[chiefly Ecology]

 a statistical technique in which data from a large number of sites or populations are represented as points in a two- or three-dimensional coordinate frame.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘arrangement in order’): from Latin 
ordinatio(n-)

 , from 
ordinare

 ‘put in order’ (see ordain
 ).





ordn.






abbreviation




ordnance.













ordnance

 
/ˈôrdnəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
mounted guns; artillery.




2.
 


(US)

 military weapons, ammunition, and equipment used in connection with them.




3.
 
a branch of the armed forces dealing with the supply and storage of weapons, ammunition, and related equipment.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of ordinance
 .





ordonnance

 
/ˈôrdn-əns, ˌôdōˈnäNs/





I.
 
noun




the systematic or orderly arrangement of parts, especially in art and architecture.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, alteration of Old French 
ordenance

 (see ordinance
 ).





Ordovician

 
/ˌôrdəˈviSHən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the second period of the Paleozoic era, between the Cambrian and Silurian periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Ordovician

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Ordovician period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Ordovician lasted from about 510 million to 439 million years ago. It saw the diversification of many invertebrate groups and the appearance of the first vertebrates (jawless fish).







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Ordovices

 , the Latin name of an ancient British tribe in North Wales, + -ian
 .





ordure

 
/ˈôrjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excrement; dung.




2.
 
something regarded as vile or abhorrent.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
ord

 ‘foul,’ from Latin 
horridus

 (see horrid
 ).






Ordzhonikidze

 
/ˌôrjäniˈkidzə, ərjənyiˈkyēdzyə/






former name (1954–93) for Vladikavkaz
 .









ore

 
/ôr/





I.
 
noun




a naturally occurring solid material from which a metal or valuable mineral can be profitably extracted.











– origin

 Old English 
ōra

 ‘unwrought metal’; influenced in form by Old English 
ār

 ‘bronze’ (related to Latin 
aes

 ‘crude metal, bronze’).





Ore.






abbreviation




Oregon.













øre

 
/ˈərə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Denmark and Norway, equal to one hundredth of a krone.











– origin

 Danish and Norwegian.





öre

 
/ˈərə/






noun




a monetary unit of Sweden, equal to one hundredth of a krona.













oread

 
/ˈôrēˌad/





I.
 
noun






[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 a nymph believed to inhabit mountains.











– origin

 from Latin 
Oreas

 , 
Oread-

 , from Greek 
Oreias

 , from 
oros

 ‘mountain.’





orebody

 
/ˈôrˌbädē/






noun




a connected mass of ore in a mine or suitable for mining.













Örebro

 
/ˌərəˈbro͞o, ˌœrə-/






an industrial city in southern central Sweden; pop. 132,277 (2008).









orecchiette

 
/ˌôriˈkyedē/





I.
 
noun




a small ear-shaped pasta.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘little ears.’





orectic

 
/ˌôˈrektik/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 
‹rare›

 of or concerning desire or appetite.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘stimulant for the appetite’): from Greek 
orektikos

 , from 
oregein

 ‘stretch out, reach for.’ The current sense dates from the late 18th cent.





Oreg.






abbreviation




Oregon.














oregano

 
/əˈreɡəˌnō/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic plant related to marjoram, with leaves that are used fresh or dried as a culinary herb.

[
Origanum vulgare

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish, variant of origanum
 .






Oregon

 
/ˈôrəɡən ˈôrəˌɡän/





I.
 
a state in the northwestern US, on the Pacific coast; pop. 3,790,060 (est. 2008); capital, Salem; statehood, Feb. 14, 1859 (33). Many Americans arrived via the Oregon Trail during the early 1840s; by 1846, Britain formally ceded the territory to the US.




II.
 
derivatives





Oregonian

 
/ˌôriˈɡōnēən /






adjective, noun





















Oregon fir






noun




another term for Douglas fir
 .













Oregon grape

 
Oregon grape holly






noun




an evergreen shrub of the western coastal US bearing yellow flowers and edible blue berries.

[
Mahonia aquifolium

 , family 
Berberidaceae

 .]













Oregon Trail






a route across the central and western US used especially from 1840 until 1860 by settlers moving west. It extends about 2,000 miles (3,200 km) from Missouri to Oregon.









Orel

 
/ôˈrel, əˈryôl/






an industrial city in southwestern Russia; pop. 320,800 (est. 2008).









Orem

 
/ˈôrəm ˈōrəm/






a city in north central Utah, northwest of Provo; pop. 93,250 (est. 2008).










Ore Mountains






another name for the Erzgebirge
 .










Orenburg

 
/ˈôrənbərɡ, əryinˈbo͞ork/






a city in southern Russia, on the Ural River; pop. 526,400 (est. 2008). It was known as Chkalov from 1938 to 1957.









Oreo

 
/ˈôrēˌō/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a brand of chocolate sandwich cookie with a creamy white filling.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 
‹derogatory›

 an African-American who is seen, especially by other blacks, as wishing to be part of the white establishment.













Orestes

 
/ôˈrestēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra and the brother of Electra and Iphigenia. He killed his mother and her lover Aegisthus to avenge the murder of Agamemnon.










Øresund

 
/ˈôrəˌso͝ond, ˈœrə-/






a narrow channel between Sweden and the Danish island of Zealand.

Also called the Sound
 (see Sound
 ).










orexin

 
/ôˈreksin/






noun




either of two hormones (
orexin-A

 or 
orexin-B

 ) produced by the mammalian hypothalamus and functional in the regulation of appetite and sleep.

Also called hypocretin
 .













org

 
/ôrɡ/






abbreviation




organization (in Internet addresses).













org.






abbreviation



1.
 
organic.




2.
 
organization or organized.














organ

 
/ˈôrɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a part of an organism that is typically self-contained and has a specific vital function, such as the heart or liver in humans.




2.
 
a department or organization that performs a specified function




•
 
the central 
organs of

 administration and business.










3.
 
a medium of communication, especially a newspaper or periodical that serves a particular organization, political party, etc.




•
 
an article in the official organ of the Salvation Army.










4.
 
(used euphemistically) the penis.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a region of the brain formerly held to be the seat of a particular faculty.




6.
 
(also 
pipe organ

 )
 — a large musical instrument having rows of tuned pipes sounded by compressed air, and played using one or more keyboards to produce a wide range of musical effects. The pipes are generally arranged in ranks of a particular type, each controlled by a stop, and often into larger sets linked to separate keyboards.




7.
 
an electronic keyboard instrument that produces sounds similar to those of a pipe organ.

See also reed organ
 .











– origin

 late Old English, via Latin from Greek 
organon

 ‘tool, instrument, sense organ,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
organe

 .





organdy

 
/ˈôrɡəndē /

 
organdie





I.
 
noun




a fine translucent cotton or silk fabric that is usually stiffened and used for women's clothing.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
organdi

 , of unknown origin.





organelle

 
/ˌôrɡəˈnel/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 any of a number of organized or specialized structures within a living cell.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
organella

 , diminutive of 
organum

 ‘instrument, tool’ (see organ
 ).





organ grinder

 
/ˈôrɡən ˈɡrīndər/






noun




a street musician who plays a barrel organ.














organic

 
/ôrˈɡanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or derived from living matter




•
 
organic soils.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of, relating to, or denoting compounds containing carbon (other than simple binary compounds and salts) and chiefly or ultimately of biological origin.

Compare with inorganic
 .




3.
 
(of food or farming methods) produced or involving production without the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, or other artificial agents.




4.
 


[Physiology]

 of or relating to a bodily organ or organs.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a disease) affecting the structure of an organ.




6.
 
denoting a relation between elements of something such that they fit together harmoniously as necessary parts of a whole




•
 
the organic unity of the integral work of art.










7.
 
characterized by continuous or natural development




•
 
companies expand as much by acquisition as by organic growth.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
organikos

 ‘relating to an organ or instrument.’





organically

 
/ôrˈɡanək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
from or in connection with living matter




•
 
organically enriched soil.










2.
 
without the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, or other artificial chemicals




•
 
organically grown crops




•
 
incentives offered to farmers to farm organically.










3.
 


[Physiology]

 in a way that relates to a bodily organ or organs




•
 
it's not a definable illness; there is nothing organically wrong.










4.
 
as elements of an organized whole




•
 
workers in both parts of the new economy are organically connected




•
 
little subplots which fit organically into the overall picture.










5.
 
in the course of gradual or natural development




•
 
the market grew organically from its modest beginnings




•
 
national identity develops organically.



















organic chemistry

 
/ôrˈɡanik ˈkeməstrē/






noun




the chemistry of carbon compounds (other than simple salts such as carbonates, oxides, and carbides).













organicism

 
/ôrˈɡanəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the doctrine that everything in nature has an organic basis or is part of an organic whole.




2.
 
the use or advocacy of literary or artistic forms in which the parts are connected or coordinated to the whole.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
organicist

 
/ôrˈɡanəˌsist /






adjective, noun













2.
 
organicistic

 
/ôrˌɡanəˈsistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
organicisme

 .






organism

 
/ˈôrɡəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual animal, plant, or single-celled life form.




2.
 
the material structure of an individual life form




•
 
the heart's contribution to the maintenance of the human organism.










3.
 
a whole with interdependent parts, likened to a living being




•
 
the upper strata of the American social organism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
organismal

 
/ˌôrɡəˈnizməl /






adjective













2.
 
organismic

 
/ˌôrɡəˈnizmik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘organization,’ from organize
 ): current senses derive from French 
organisme

 .





organist

 
/ˈôrɡənəst/






noun




a person who plays the organ.













organization

 
/ˌôrɡənəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an organized body of people with a particular purpose, especially a business, society, association, etc.




•
 
a research organization.










2.
 
the action of organizing something




•
 
the organization of conferences and seminars.










3.
 
the structure or arrangement of related or connected items




•
 
the spatial organization of the cells.










4.
 
an efficient and orderly approach to tasks




•
 
apparent disorder and lack of organization.



















organizational

 
/ˈˌôrɡənəˈzāSHənl ˈˌôrɡənəˈzāSHnəl ˈˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHənl ˈˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHnəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to an organization or the way it is set up




•
 
organizational heads




•
 
a company's organizational structure




•
 
the need for organizational change.










2.
 
relating to the action of organizing something




•
 
she has great organizational skills.














II.
 
derivatives





organizationally

 
/ˈˌôrɡənəˈzāSHənlē ˈˌôrɡənəˈzāSHnəlē ˈˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHənlē ˈˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHnəlē /






adverb





















organization chart






noun




a graphic representation of the structure of an organization, showing the relationships of the positions or jobs within it.













organization man






noun






‹derogatory›

 a man who lets his individuality and personal life be dominated by the organization he works for.













Organization of African Unity

 
/ˌôrɡənəˈzāSHən ˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHən əv ə ˈafrəkən ˈyo͞onədē /

 
OAU






an association of African states founded in 1963 for mutual cooperation and the elimination of colonialism in Africa. It is based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.










Organization of American States

 
OAS






an association including most of the countries of North and South America, chartered in 1948 by members of the former Pan American Union. It has aimed to work for peace and prosperity in the region and to uphold the sovereignty of member nations. Its headquarters are in Washington, DC.









Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

 
OPEC






an association of twelve major oil-producing countries, founded in 1960 to coordinate policies and prices, with headquarters in Vienna. Members are Algeria, Angola, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela.










organize

 
/ˈôrɡəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange into a structured whole; order




•
 
organize lessons in a planned way.










2.
 
coordinate the activities of (a person or group of people) efficiently




•
 
organize and lead a group of people.










3.
 
form (a number of people) into a labor union, political group, etc.




•
 
an attempt to organize unskilled workers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
campaigns brought women together to organize.










4.
 
form (a labor union, political group, etc.).




5.
 


‹archaic›

 arrange or form into a living being or tissue




•
 
the soul doth organize the body.










6.
 
make arrangements or preparations for (an event or activity); coordinate




•
 
the union organized a 24-hour general strike




•
 
social and cultural programs are organized by the committee.










7.
 
take responsibility for providing or arranging




•
 
he is sometimes asked to stay behind, organizing transportation.














II.
 
derivatives





organizable

 
/ˌôrɡəˈnīzəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
organizare

 , from Latin 
organum

 ‘instrument, tool’ (see organ
 ).





organized

 
/ˈôrɡəˌnīzd/






adjective



1.
 
arranged in a systematic way, especially on a large scale




•
 
organized crime.










2.
 
having one's affairs in order so as to deal with them efficiently




•
 
I am systematic and organized enough to save things.










3.
 
having formed a labor union, political group, etc.




•
 
a repressive regime that crushed organized labor.



















organized crime






noun




criminal activities that are planned and controlled by powerful groups and carried out on a large scale




•
 
the new leaders are determined to tackle corruption and organized crime.



















organized labor

 


‹Brit.›

 organized labour
 , organised labour






noun




workers joined through membership in trade unions




•
 
both movements lacked the support of organized labor.



















organized religion






noun




a structured system of faith or worship, especially one followed by a large number of people, such as Christianity, Islam, or Judaism




•
 
governments held the view that state authority benefited from the support of organized religion




•
 
he believed in God but he had no interest in joining an organized religion




•
 
the emergence of organized religions.



















organizer

 
/ˈôrɡəˌnīzər/






noun



1.
 
a person who organizes




•
 
the organizers of the demonstration




•
 
he worked as a union organizer all around the state of New Jersey.










2.
 
a thing used for organizing.

See also electronic organizer
 , personal organizer
 .














organ loft

 
/ˈôrɡən ˌlôft/






noun




a balcony in a church or concert hall for an organ.













organo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 relating to bodily organs




•
 
organogenesis.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (forming names of classes of organic compounds containing a particular element or group) organic




•
 
organochlorine




•
 
organophosphate.

















– origin

 from Greek 
organon

 ‘organ’; 
sense

 2 from organic
 .





organochlorine

 
/ˌôrɡənōˈklôrēn/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
any of a large group of pesticides and other synthetic organic compounds with chlorinated aromatic molecules.













organ of Corti

 
/ˌôrɡən əv ˈkôrtē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a structure in the cochlea of the inner ear that produces nerve impulses in response to sound vibrations.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Alfonso 
Corti

 (1822–76), Italian anatomist.





organogenesis

 
/ˌôrɡənōˈjenəsəs/






noun






[Biology]

 the production and development of the organs of an animal or plant.













organoid

 
/ˈôrɡəˌnoid/






noun






[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 an artificially grown mass of cells or tissue that resembles an organ




•
 
the organoids continued to mature and were viable for three to four weeks after implantation.



















organoleptic

 
/ˌôrɡənōˈleptik/





I.
 
adjective




acting on or involving the use of the sense organs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
organoleptique

 , from Greek 
organon

 ‘organ’ + 
lēptikos

 ‘disposed to take’ (from 
lambanein

 ‘take’).





organometallic

 
/ˌôrɡənōməˈtalik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) containing a metal atom bonded to an organic group or groups.













organon

 
/ˈôrɡəˌnän/





I.
 
noun




an instrument of thought, especially a means of reasoning or a system of logic.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a bodily organ): from Greek, literally ‘instrument, organ.’ 
Organon

 was the title of Aristotle's logical treatises.





organophosphate

 
/ˌôrɡənəˈfäsfāt/






noun




any organic compound whose molecule contains one or more phosphate ester groups, especially a pesticide of this kind.













organophosphorus

 
/ˌôrɡənəˈfäsf(ə)rəs, ôrˌɡanōˈ-/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting synthetic organic compounds containing phosphorus, especially pesticides and nerve gases of this kind.













organotherapy

 
/ˌôrɡənəˈTHerəpē ôrˌɡanōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of disease with extracts from animal organs, especially glands.








II.
 
derivatives





organotherapeutic

 
/-ˌTHerəˈpyo͞otik /






adjective





















organ pipe cactus






noun




a large cactus native to the southwestern US, having columnar stems or branches and typically flowering at night.

[Several species in the family 
Cactaceae

 , including 
Lemaireocereus marginatus

 and 
Cereus thurberi

 .]













organ pipe coral






noun




a tropical coral that forms narrow parallel calcareous tubes linked by transverse plates.

[Genus 
Tubipora

 , order 
Stolonifera

 .]













organ-screen

 
/ˈôrɡənˌskrēn/






noun




an ornamental screen above which the organ is placed in some cathedrals and large churches, typically between the choir and the nave.













organ stop

 
/ˈôrɡən ˌstäp/






noun



1.
 
a set of pipes of a similar tone in an organ.




2.
 
the handle of the mechanism that brings an organ stop into action.













organum

 
/ˈôrɡənəm/





I.
 
noun




(in medieval music) a form of early polyphony based on an existing plainsong.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
organon

 , literally ‘instrument, organ.’





organza

 
/ôrˈɡanzə/





I.
 
noun




a thin, stiff, transparent fabric made of silk or a synthetic yarn.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from French 
organsin

 (see organzine
 ).






organzine

 
/ˈôrɡənˌzēn/





I.
 
noun




a silk thread made of strands twisted together in the contrary direction to that of each individual strand.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
organsin

 , from Italian 
organzino

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






orgasm

 
/ˈôrˌɡazəm/





I.
 
noun




a climax of sexual excitement, characterized by feelings of pleasure centered in the genitals and (in men) experienced as an accompaniment to ejaculation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience an orgasm.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
orgasme

 , or from modern Latin 
orgasmus

 , from Greek 
orgasmos

 , from 
organ

 ‘swell or be excited.’





orgasmic

 
/ôrˈɡazmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to orgasm.




2.
 
(of a person) able to achieve orgasm.




3.
 


‹informal›

 very enjoyable or exciting




•
 
the album is an orgasmic whirl of techno soundscapes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orgasmically

 
/-mik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
orgastic

 
/ôrˈɡastik /






adjective













3.
 
orgastically

 
/-ˈɡastik(ə)lē /






adverb





















orgeat

 
/ˈôrZHät/





I.
 
noun




a cooling drink made from orangeflower water and either barley or almonds.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
orjat

 , from 
ordi

 ‘barley,’ fromLatin 
hordeum

 ‘barley.’





orgiastic

 
/ˌôrjēˈastik/





I.
 
adjective




of or resembling an orgy.








II.
 
derivatives





orgiastically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
orgiastikos

 , from 
orgiastēs

 , agent noun from 
orgiazein

 ‘hold an orgy.’





orgone

 
/ˈôrɡōn/





I.
 
noun




(in the theory of Wilhelm Reich) a supposed sexual energy or life force distributed throughout the universe that can be collected and stored (in an orgone box) for therapeutic use.











– origin

 1940s: coined by Wilhelm Reich (1897–1957), Austrian-born psychoanalyst.





orgulous

 
/ˈôrɡ(y)ələs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 haughty.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
orguillus

 , from 
orguill

 ‘pride.’ The word was rare from the 16th cent. until used by Robert Southey and Sir Walter Scott as a historical archaism and affected by 19th-cent. journalists.





orgy

 
/ˈôrjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild party, especially one involving excessive drinking and unrestrained sexual activity




•
 
he had a reputation for drunken orgies.










2.
 
excessive indulgence in a specified activity




•
 
an 
orgy of

 buying.










3.
 
(usu. 
orgies

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 secret rites used in the worship of Bacchus, Dionysus, and other Greek and Roman deities, celebrated with dancing, drunkenness, and singing.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: originally plural, from French 
orgies

 , via Latin from Greek 
orgia

 ‘secret rites or revels.’





-orial





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-ory

 (such as 
accusatorial

 corresponding to 
accusatory

 ).











– origin

 see -ory
 2
 , -al
 .





oribi

 
/ˈôrəbē, ˈär-/





I.
 
noun




a small antelope of the African savanna, having a reddish-beige back, white underparts, and short vertical horns.

[
Ourebia ourebi

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Khoikhoi.





orichalcum

 
/ˈôrəˌkalkəm /

 
orichalc





I.
 
noun




a yellow metal prized in ancient times, probably a form of brass or a similar alloy.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
oreikhalkon

 , literally ‘mountain copper.’





oriel

 
/ˈôrēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projection from the wall of a building, typically supported from the ground or by corbels.




2.
 
(also 
oriel window

 )
 — a window in an oriel.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
oriol

 ‘gallery,’ of unknown origin; compare with medieval Latin 
oriolum

 ‘upper chamber.’






orient

 
/ˈôrēˌənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Orient

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the countries of Asia, especially eastern Asia.




2.
 
the special luster of a pearl of the finest quality.




3.
 
a pearl of the finest quality.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 situated in or belonging to the east; oriental.




2.
 


‹literary›

 (of the sun, daylight, etc.) rising.




3.
 


‹literary›

 (especially of precious stones) lustrous (with reference to fine pearls from the East).








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈôrēˌent /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — align or position (something) relative to the points of a compass or other specified positions




•
 
the fires are oriented in direct line with the midsummer sunset.










2.
 
adjust or tailor (something) to specified circumstances or needs




•
 
magazines oriented to the business community




•
 (
-oriented

 )
 
market-oriented economic reforms.










3.
 
guide (someone) physically in a specified direction.




4.
 
(
orient oneself

 )
 — find one's position in relation to new and strange surroundings




•
 
there are no street names that would enable her to orient herself.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
orient-

 ‘rising or east,’ from 
oriri

 ‘to rise.’






oriental

 
/ˌôrēˈen(t)l /

 
Oriental





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, from, or characteristic of East Asia




•
 
oriental rugs.










2.
 
(
Oriental

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising Asia south of the Himalayas and Indonesia west of Wallace's line. Distinctive animals include pandas, gibbons, tree shrews, tarsiers, and moonrats.




3.
 
(of a pearl or other jewel) orient.








II.
 
noun






‹offensive›

 a person of East Asian descent.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orientalize

 
/ˌôrēˈen(t)lˌīz /






verb













2.
 
orientally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
orientalis

 , from 
orient-

 (see orient
 ). / 
usage:

 The term 
Oriental

 , denoting a person from East Asia, is regarded as offensive by many Asians, especially Asian Americans. It has many associations with European imperialism in Asia. Therefore, it has an out-of-date feel and tends to be associated with a rather offensive stereotype of the people and their customs as inscrutable and exotic. 
Asian

 and more specific terms such as 
East Asian

 , 
Chinese

 , and 
Japanese

 are preferred. See also usage at Asian
 .





Orientalia

 
/ˌôrēenˈtālēə/





I.
 
plural noun




books and other items relating to or characteristic of the Orient.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of 
orientalis

 ‘oriental.’





orientalism

 
/ˌôrēˈent(ə)lizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
style, artefacts, or traits considered characteristic of the peoples and cultures of Asia.




2.
 
the representation of Asia, especially the Middle East, in a stereotyped way that is regarded as embodying a colonialist attitude.








II.
 
derivatives





orientalist

 
/ˌôrēˈen(t)ləst /






noun, adjective





















oriental poppy






noun




a southwestern Asian poppy with coarse, deeply cut, hairy leaves and large scarlet flowers with a black mark at the base of each petal, widely grown as a garden perennial.

[
Papaver orientale

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













orientate

 
/ˈôrēənˌtāt/





I.
 
verb






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for orient
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a back-formation from orientation
 .






orientation

 
/ˌôrēənˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the determination of the relative position of something or someone (especially oneself)




•
 
the child's surroundings provide clues to help in orientation.










2.
 
the relative physical position or direction of something




•
 
two complex shapes, presented in different orientations.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 an animal's change of position in response to an external stimulus, especially with respect to compass directions.




4.
 
familiarization with something




•
 
their training and orientation comes out of magazine and newspaper distribution.










5.
 
(also 
orientation course

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a program of introduction for newcomers to a college or other institution




•
 
she attended freshman orientation.










6.
 
the direction of someone's interest or attitude, especially political or sexual




•
 
a common age of consent regardless of gender or sexual orientation.














II.
 
derivatives





orientational






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from orient
 .





orienteer

 
/ˌôrēənˈtir/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes part in orienteering.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in orienteering.













orienteering

 
/ˌôrēənˈtiriNG/





I.
 
noun




a competitive sport in which participants find their way to various checkpoints across rough country with the aid of a map and compass, the winner being the one with the lowest elapsed time.











– origin

 1940s: from Swedish 
orientering

 .





Orient Express






a train that ran between Paris and Istanbul and other Balkan cities, via Vienna, from 1883 to 1961. Since 1961 the name has been used for various trains running in Europe, Asia, and Australia, some of which run over parts of the old route.









orifice

 
/ˈôrəfəs/





I.
 
noun




an opening, as of a pipe or tube, or one in the body, such as a nostril or the anus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from late Latin 
orificium

 , from 
os

 , 
or-

 ‘mouth’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





oriflamme

 
/ˈôrəflam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 (in historical use) a scarlet banner or knight's standard.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a principle or ideal that serves as a rallying point in a struggle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
aurum

 ‘gold’ + 
flamma

 ‘flame.’





orig.






abbreviation



1.
 
origin.




2.
 
original; originally.













origami

 
/ˌôrəˈɡämē/





I.
 
noun




the Japanese art of folding paper into decorative shapes and figures.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
oru

 , 
-ori

 ‘fold’ + 
kami

 ‘paper.’






origanum

 
/əˈriɡənəm/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic plant of a genus that includes marjoram and oregano.

[Genus 
Origanum

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
origanon

 , perhaps from 
oros

 ‘mountain’ + 
ganos

 ‘brightness.’





Origen

 
/ˈôriˌjen, ˈär-/






(
c.

 185–
c.

 254), Christian scholar and theologian, probably born in Alexandria, Egypt. His most well-known work was the 
Hexapla

 , an edition of the Old Testament with six or more parallel versions.










origin

 
/ˈôrəjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point or place where something begins, arises, or is derived




•
 
a novel theory about the origin of oil




•
 
the name is Norse 
in origin






•
 
the terminology has its origins in America.










2.
 
a person's social background or ancestry




•
 
they will be asked about their ethnic origin




•
 
a voice that betrays his Southern origins.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 the place or point where a muscle, nerve, or other body part arises, in particular




4.
 
the more fixed end or attachment of a muscle.




5.
 
a place where a nerve or blood vessel begins or branches from a main nerve or blood vessel.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 a fixed point from which coordinates are measured, as where axes intersect.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
origine

 , from Latin 
origo

 , 
origin-

 , from 
oriri

 ‘to rise.’





original

 
/əˈrijənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
present or existing from the beginning; first or earliest




•
 
the original owner of the house




•
 
the plasterwork is probably original.










2.
 
created directly and personally by a particular artist; not a copy or imitation




•
 
original Rembrandts




•
 
playing original material.










3.
 
not dependent on other people's ideas; inventive and unusual




•
 
a subtle and original thinker.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
something serving as a model or basis for imitations or copies




•
 
the portrait may be a copy of the original




•
 
one set of originals and four photocopies.










2.
 
(
the original

 )
 — the form or language in which something was first produced or created




•
 
the study of Russian texts in the original.










3.
 
(
the original of

 )
 — a person or place on which a character or location in a literary work is based




•
 
the paper where the original of the play's Walter Burns worked.










4.
 
a book or recording that has not been previously made available in a different form




•
 
paperback originals.










5.
 
a garment made to order from a design specially prepared for a fashion collection.




6.
 
an eccentric or unusual person




•
 
he was one of the true originals.

















– origin

 Middle English (the earliest use being in the phrase 
original sin

 ): from Old French, or from Latin 
originalis

 , from 
origin-

 (see origin
 ).





original gravity






noun




the relative density of the wort before it is fermented to produce beer, being chiefly dependent on the quantity of fermentable sugars in solution. It is regarded as a guide to the alcoholic strength of the finished beer.













original instrument






noun




a musical instrument, or a copy of one, dating from the time the music played on it was composed.













originalism

 
/əˈrijinlizm/






noun



1.
 
the principle or belief that the original intent of an author should be adhered to in later interpretations of a work.




2.
 


(US)

 
[Law]

 the judicial interpretation of the constitution that aims to follow closely the original intentions of those who drafted it.













originality

 
/əˌrijəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability to think independently and creatively




•
 
a writer of great originality.










2.
 
the quality of being novel or unusual




•
 
he congratulated her on the originality of her costume.



















originally

 
/əˈrij(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
from or in the beginning; at first




•
 
potatoes originally came from South America.










2.
 
in a novel and inventive way




•
 
suggestions so originally and persuasively outlined.



















original sin






noun






[Christian Theology]

 the tendency to sin innate in all human beings, held to be inherited from Adam in consequence of the Fall. The concept of original sin was developed in the writings of St. Augustine.













originate

 
/əˈrijəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a specified beginning




•
 
the word originated as a marketing term.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — create or initiate (something)




•
 
he is responsible for originating this particular cliché.














II.
 
derivatives





originative

 
/-ˌnātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
originat-

 ‘caused to begin,’ from Latin 
origo

 , 
origin-

 ‘source, origin.’





origination

 
/əˌrijəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the beginning or creation of something




•
 
there are a number of theories on the origination of the name




•
 
mortgage loan originations were up 15 percent.



















origination fee

 
/əˌrijəˈnāSH(ə)n ˌfē/






noun






[Finance]

 a fee charged by a lender on entering into a loan agreement to cover the cost of processing the loan.













originator

 
/əˈrijəˌnādər/






noun




a person who creates or initiates something




•
 
Wegener was the originator of the theory of continental drift.



















Orimulsion

 
/ˌôrəˈməlSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a fuel consisting of an emulsion of bitumen in water.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
Orinoco

 (the name of an oil belt in Venezuela, where the bitumen was originally extracted) and emulsion
 .





O-ring






noun




a gasket in the form of a ring with a circular cross section, typically made of pliable material, used to seal connections in pipes, tubes, etc.













Orinoco

 
/ˌôrəˈnōkō/






a river in northern South America that rises in southeastern Venezuela and flows 1,280 miles (2,060 km), entering the Atlantic Ocean through a vast delta. For part of its length it forms the border between Colombia and Venezuela.









oriole

 
/ˈôrēˌōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Old World bird related to the starlings that feeds on fruit and insects, the male typically having bright yellow and black plumage.

[Family 
Oriolidae

 and genus 
Oriolus

 : many species, including the 
golden oriole

 (
Oriolus oriolus

 ).]




2.
 
a New World bird of the American blackbird family, with black and orange or yellow plumage.

[Genus 
Icterus

 , family 
Icteridae

 (sometimes called the 
American oriole family

 ): many species, including the 
Baltimore oriole

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
oriolus

 (in Old French 
oriol

 ), from Latin 
aureolus

 , diminutive of 
aureus

 ‘golden,’ from 
aurum

 ‘gold.’





Orion

 
/əˈrīən ōˈrīən/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a giant and hunter who was changed into a constellation at his death.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a conspicuous constellation (the Hunter), said to represent a hunter holding a club and shield. It lies on the celestial equator and contains many bright stars, including Rigel, Betelgeuse, and a line of three that form 
Orion's belt

 .




III.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Orionis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the multiple star Theta Orionis.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek.





Orisha

 
/ôˈrēSHə/





I.
 
noun




(in southern Nigeria) any of several minor gods. The term is also used in various religious cults of South America and the Caribbean.











– origin

 Yoruba.





orison

 
/ˈôrəsən ˈôrəzən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a prayer.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
oreison

 , from Latin 
oratio(n-)

 ‘speech’ (see oration
 ).





Orissa

 
/ôˈrisə/






former name for Odisha
 .










-orium





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns denoting a place for a particular function




•
 
auditorium




•
 
sanatorium.

















– origin

 from Latin; compare with -ory
 1
 .





Oriya

 
/ôˈrēyə/





I.
 
adjective, noun




former term for Odia
 .











– origin

 from Hindi 
Ụriyā

 .





Orkney Islands

 
/ˌôrknē ˈīləndz /

 
Orkney
 , the Orkneys






a group of more than 70 islands off the northeastern tip of Scotland, constituting an administrative region of Scotland; pop. 20,100 (est. 2009); chief town, Kirkwall. They came into Scottish possession in 1472, having previously been ruled by Norway and Denmark.









Orlando

 
/ôrˈlandō/






a city in central Florida; pop. 230,519 (est. 2008). It is a popular tourist resort.









orle

 
/ˈôr(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a narrow border inset from the edge of a shield.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
ourle

 , from 
ourler

 ‘to hem,’ based on Latin 
ora

 ‘edge.’





Orleanist

 
/ˈôrlēənəst/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a person supporting the claim to the French throne of the descendants of the Duke of Orleans (1640–1701), younger brother of Louis XIV, especially Louis Philippe (King of France, 1830–48).











– origin

 from French 
Orléaniste

 , from 
Orléans

 .





Orleans

 
/ˈôrlē(ə)nz, ôrˈlē(ə)nz, ôrlāˈäN/






the capital city of Centre region in central France, on the Loire River; pop. 116,256 (2006). In 1429, it was the scene of Joan of Arc's first victory over the English during the Hundred Years War. French name 
Orléans

 .









Orlon

 
/ˈôrlän/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic acrylic fiber used for textiles and knitwear, or a fabric made from it.











– origin

 1950s: invented word, on the pattern of 
nylon

 .





orlop

 
/ˈôrläp /

 
orlop deck





I.
 
noun




the lowest deck of a wooden sailing ship with three or more decks.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Dutch 
overloop

 ‘covering,’ from 
overlopen

 ‘run over.’





Ormandy, Eugene

 
/ˈôrməndē/






(1899–1985), US conductor; born in Hungary; born 
Jeno Blau

 . He was conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra from 1938 to 1980, the longest directorship of an orchestra in US history.










Ormazd

 
/ˈôrməzd /

 
Ormuzd






another name for Ahura Mazda
 .









ormolu

 
/ˈôrməˌlo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a gold-colored alloy of copper, zinc, and sometimes tin, cast into desired shapes and often gilded, used especially in the 18th century for decorating furniture and making ornaments.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
or moulu

 ‘powdered gold’ (used in gilding).





Ormond Beach

 
/ˌôrmənd ˈbēCH/






a resort city in northeastern Florida, north of Daytona Beach; pop. 37,984 (est. 2008).









ornament





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈôrnəmənt /



1.
 
a thing used to make something look more attractive but usually having no practical purpose, especially a small object such as a figurine.




2.
 
a quality or person adding grace, beauty, or honor to something




•
 
the design would be a great 
ornament to

 the metropolis.










3.
 
decoration added to embellish something, especially a building




•
 
it served more for ornament than for protection.










4.
 
(
ornaments

 )
 — 

[Music]

 embellishments and decorations, such as trills or grace notes, added to a melody.




5.
 
(usu. 
ornaments

 )
 — 

[Christian Church]

 the accessories of worship, such as the altar, chalice, and sacred vessels.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈôrnəˌment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) look more attractive by adding decorative items




•
 
the men and women in the Stone Age ornamented their caves.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘accessory’): from Old French 
ournement

 , from Latin 
ornamentum

 ‘equipment, ornament,’ from 
ornare

 ‘adorn.’ The verb dates from the early 18th cent.





ornamental

 
/ˌôrnəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




serving or intended as an ornament; decorative




•
 
an ornamental fountain.














II.
 
noun




a plant or tree grown for its attractive appearance.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ornamentalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
ornamentalist

 
/-ist /






noun













3.
 
ornamentally

 
/ˌôrnəˈmen(t)lē /






adverb





















ornamentation

 
/ˌôrnəmenˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
things added to something to provide decoration




•
 
a baroque chandelier with plasterwork ornamentation.










2.
 
the action of decorating something or making it more elaborate




•
 
the rhetorical ornamentation of text.



















ornate

 
/ôrˈnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made in an intricate shape or decorated with complex patterns




•
 
an ornate wrought-iron railing.










2.
 
(of literary style) using unusual words and complex constructions




•
 
peculiarly ornate and metaphorical language.










3.
 
(of musical composition or performance) using many ornaments such as grace notes and trills.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ornately

 
/ôrˈnātlē /






adverb













2.
 
ornateness

 
/ôrˈnātnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ornatus

 ‘adorned,’ past participle of 
ornare

 .





ornery

 
/ˈôrn(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 bad-tempered and combative




•
 
some hogs are just mean and ornery.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 stubborn




•
 
taking the singer's ornery radicalism in a different direction.














II.
 
derivatives





orneriness

 
/ˈôrn(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of ordinary
 , representing a dialect pronunciation.





ornith.






abbreviation



1.
 
ornithological.




2.
 
ornithology.













ornithine

 
/ˈôrnəˌTHēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid produced by the body that is important in protein metabolism.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 (CH2
 )3
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ornitho-
 (with reference to a constituent found in bird excrement) + -ine
 4
 .






ornithischian

 
/ˌôrnəˈTHiskēən /

 

‹Paleontology›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting herbivorous dinosaurs of an order distinguished by having a pelvic structure resembling that of birds.

Compare with saurischian
 .








II.
 
noun




an ornithischian dinosaur.

[Order 
Ornithischia

 , superorder 
Dinosauria

 ; comprises the stegosaurs, ankylosaurs, ornithopods, pachycephalosaurs, and ceratopsians.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ornithiscia

 , from Greek 
ornis

 , 
ornith-

 ‘bird’ + 
iskhion

 ‘hip joint.’






ornitho-





I.
 
combining form




relating to or resembling a bird or birds




•
 
ornithology




•
 
ornithopod.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ornis

 , 
ornith-

 ‘bird.’





ornithologist

 
/ˌôrnəˈTHäləjəst/






noun




a person who studies or is an expert on birds.













ornithology

 
/ˌôrnəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of birds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ornithological

 
/ôrˌniTHəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
ornithologically

 
/ˌôrniTHəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
ornithologia

 , from Greek 
ornithologos

 ‘treating of birds.’






ornithomimosaur

 
/ˌôrnəTHōˈmīməsôr/





I.
 
noun




technical term for ostrich dinosaur
 .











– origin

 1980s: from modern Latin 
Ornithomimosauria

 , from Greek 
ornis

 , 
ornith-

 ‘bird’ + 
mimos

 ‘mime’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





ornithopod

 
/ˈôrnəTHəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun




a mainly bipedal herbivorous dinosaur.

[Infraorder 
Ornithopoda

 , order 
Ornithischia

 ; includes the hadrosaurs, iguanodon, hypsilophodont, etc.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ornithopoda

 , from Greek 
ornis

 , 
ornith-

 ‘bird’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’






ornithopter

 
/ˈôrnəTHäptər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a machine designed to achieve flight by means of flapping wings.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in French as 
ornithoptère

 .





ornithorhynchus

 
/ˌôrnəTHəˈriNGkəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for platypus
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from ornitho-
 + Greek 
rhunkhos

 ‘bill.’





ornithosis

 
/ˌôrnəˈTHōsəs/






noun




another term for psittacosis
 .













oro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to mountains




•
 
orogeny.

















– origin

 from Greek 
oros

 ‘mountain.’





orogen

 
/ˈôrəˌjen, -jən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a belt of the earth's crust involved in the formation of mountains.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
oros

 ‘mountain’ + -gen
 .





orogeny

 
/ˌôˈräj(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a process in which a section of the earth's crust is folded and deformed by lateral compression to form a mountain range.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orogenesis

 
/ˌôrəˈjenəsəs /






noun













2.
 
orogenic

 
/ˌôrōˈjenik /






adjective





















orographic

 
/ˌôrəˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to mountains, especially with regard to their position and form.




2.
 
(of clouds or rainfall) resulting from the effects of mountains in forcing moist air to rise.








II.
 
derivatives





orographical






adjective





















orography

 
/ôˈräɡrəfē/






noun




the branch of physical geography dealing with mountains.














Oromo

 
/ôˈrōmō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia.




2.
 
the Cushitic language of the Oromo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Oromo or their language.











– origin

 the name in Oromo. Another name is 
Galla

 , which is not favoured by the Oromo themselves and is regarded as pejorative.





Orono

 
/ˈôrəˌnō/






a town in east central Maine, on the Penobscot River, north of Bangor, home to the University of Maine; pop. 9,670 (est. 2008).









Orontes

 
/ˌôˈrän(t)ēz/






a river in southwestern Asia that rises near Baalbek in northern Lebanon and flows 355 miles (571 km) through western and northern Syria before turning west through southern Turkey to enter the Mediterranean Sea. It is an important source of water for irrigation, especially in Syria.









oropendola

 
/ˌôrəˈpendələ/





I.
 
noun




a gregarious tropical American bird of the American blackbird family that constructs a pendulous nest and has brown or black plumage with yellow outer tail feathers.

[Genus 
Psarocolius

 , family 
Icteridae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘golden oriole.’





oropharynx

 
/ˌôrōˈferiNGks/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the pharynx that lies between the soft palate and the hyoid bone.








II.
 
derivatives





oropharyngeal

 
/-fəˈrinj(ē)əl, -ˌfarənˈjēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
os

 , 
-or

 ‘mouth’ + pharynx
 .





orotund

 
/ˈôrəˌtənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the voice or phrasing) full, round, and imposing.




2.
 
(of writing, style, or expression) pompous; pretentious.








II.
 
derivatives





orotundity

 
/ˌôrəˈtənditē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
ore rotundo

 ‘with rounded mouth.’





orphan

 
/ˈôrfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a child whose parents are dead.




2.
 


[Printing]

 the first line of a paragraph set as the last line of a page or column, considered undesirable.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person or animal) an orphan




•
 
John was orphaned at 12.














III.
 
derivatives





orphanhood

 
/ˈôrf(ə)nˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
orphanos

 ‘bereaved.’





orphanage

 
/ˈôrf(ə)nij/






noun



1.
 
a residential institution for the care and education of orphans.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the state or condition of being an orphan.













orphan drug

 
/ˈôrfən ˌdrəɡ/






noun




a pharmaceutical that remains commercially undeveloped owing to limited potential for profitability.













Orphean

 
/ˈôrfēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the poet Orpheus, especially in being melodious or entrancing




•
 
they were entranced by the Orphean skill he displayed.










2.
 
resembling or reminiscent of Orpheus' journey into the underworld




•
 
an Orphean journey into a kind of underworld of sin.




















Orpheus

 
/ˈôrfēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a poet who could entrance wild beasts with the beauty of his singing and lyre playing. He went to the underworld after the death of his wife Eurydice and secured her release from the dead, but lost her because he failed to obey the condition that he must not look back at her until they had reached the world of the living.









Orphic

 
/ˈôrfik/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning Orpheus or Orphism.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Orphikos

 , from 
Orpheus

 (see Orpheus
 ).





Orphism

 
/ˈôrˌfizəm/






noun



1.
 
a mystic religion of ancient Greece, originating in the 7th or 6th century 
BC

 and based on poems (now lost) attributed to Orpheus, emphasizing the necessity for individuals to rid themselves of the evil part of their nature by ritual and moral purification throughout a series of reincarnations.




2.
 
a short-lived art movement (
c.

 1912) within cubism, pioneered by a group of French painters (including Robert Delaunay, Sonia Delaunay-Terk, and Fernand Léger) and emphasizing the lyrical use of color rather than the austere intellectual cubism of Picasso, Braque, and Gris.













orphrey

 
/ˈôrfrē/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental stripe or border, especially one on an ecclesiastical vestment such as a chasuble.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
orfreis

 , from a medieval Latin alteration of 
auriphrygium

 , from Latin 
aurum

 ‘gold’ + 
Phrygius

 ‘Phrygian’ (also used in the sense ‘embroidered’).






orpiment

 
/ˈôrpəmənt/





I.
 
noun




a bright yellow mineral consisting of arsenic trisulfide, formerly used as a dye and artist's pigment.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
auripigmentum

 , from 
aurum

 ‘gold’ + 
pigmentum

 ‘pigment.’





orpine

 
/ˈôrpən /

 
orpin





I.
 
noun




a purple-flowered Eurasian plant of the stonecrop family, a naturalized weed of North America.

[
Sedum telephium

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
orpine

 , probably an alteration of orpiment
 , originally applied to a yellow-flowered sedum.






Orpington

 
/ˈôrpiNGtən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a full-bodied breed of chicken of buff, white, or black color.




2.
 
a duck of a buff or white breed, kept for its meat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Orpington

 , the name of a town in Kent, England.





Orr, Bobby

 
/ôr/






(1948–), Canadian hockey player; full name 
Robert Gordon Orr

 . He signed with the Boston Bruins at the age of eighteen in 1966 and played for them until 1976. He played for the Chicago Blackhawks before retiring in 1978. Hockey Hall of Fame (1979).










orrery

 
/ˈôrərē/





I.
 
noun




a mechanical model of the solar system, or of just the sun, earth, and moon, used to represent their relative positions and motions.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: named after the fourth Earl of 
Orrery

 , for whom one was made.





orris

 
/ˈôrəs /

 
orrisroot





I.
 
noun




a preparation of the fragrant rootstock of an iris, used in perfumery and formerly in medicine.

[The root is usually taken from 
Iris

 × 
germanica

 var. 
Florentina

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: apparently an unexplained alteration of iris
 .





Orsk

 
/ôrsk/






a city in southern Russia, in the Ural Mountains, on the Ural River, near the border with Kazakhstan; pop. 245,500 (est. 2008).









ort

 
/ôrt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
orts

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a scrap or remainder of food from a meal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German 
orte

 ‘food remains,’ originally a compound of which the second element is related to eat
 .





ortanique

 
/ˌôrdəˈnēk/





I.
 
noun




a citrus fruit that is a cross between an orange and a tangerine, developed in Jamaica in the 1920s.

[
Citrus sinensis

 × 
reticulata

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 blend of orange
 , tangerine
 , and unique
 .





Ortega, Daniel

 
/ôrˈtāɡə/






(1945–), Nicaraguan statesman; president 1985–90 and from 2007; full name 
Daniel Ortega Saavedra

 . He became the leader of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) in 1966 and president after the Sandinista election victory in 1984. He was re-elected president in 2007.









Ortega y Gasset, José

 
/ē ɡäˈset/






(1883–1955), Spanish philosopher. His works include 
The Revolt of the Masses

 (1930), in which he proposed leadership by an intellectual elite.









orth.






abbreviation




orthopedic; orthopedics.














ortho-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
straight; rectangular; upright




•
 
orthodontics.










2.
 
right; correct




•
 
orthoepy.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting substitution at two adjacent carbon atoms in a benzene ring, e.g., in 1, 2 positions




•
 
orthodichlorobenzene.







Compare with meta-
 and para-
 1
 .




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a compound from which a 
meta

 -compound is formed by dehydration




•
 
orthophosphoric acid.

















– origin

 from Greek 
orthos

 ‘straight, right.’





orthocephalic

 
/ˌôrTHōsəˈfalik/






adjective




having a head with a medium ratio of breadth to height.














orthochromatic

 
/ˌôrTHōkrəˈmadik/






adjective




(of black-and-white photographic film) sensitive to all visible light except red. Orthochromatic film can therefore be handled in red light in the darkroom but does not produce black-and-white tones that correspond very closely to the colors seen by the eye.

Often contrasted with panchromatic
 .













orthoclase

 
/ˈôrTHəˌklās ˈôrTHəˌklāz/





I.
 
noun




a common rock-forming mineral occurring typically as white or pink crystals. It is a potassium-rich alkali feldspar and is used in ceramics and glassmaking.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ortho-
 ‘straight’ + Greek 
klasis

 ‘breaking’ (because of the characteristic two cleavages at right angles).





orthodontics

 
/ˌôrTHəˈdän(t)iks /

 
orthodontia





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the treatment of irregularities in the teeth (especially of alignment and occlusion) and jaws, including the use of braces.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthodontic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈdän(t)ik /






adjective













2.
 
orthodontically

 
/-tik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
orthodontist

 
/ˈˌôrTHəˈˌdän(t)əst /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from ortho-
 ‘straight’ + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’






orthodox

 
/ˈôrTHəˌdäks/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their views, especially religious or political ones, or other beliefs or practices) conforming to what is generally or traditionally accepted as right or true; established and approved




•
 
the orthodox economics of today




•
 
orthodox medical treatment




•
 
orthodox Hindus.










2.
 
(of a person) not independent-minded; conventional and unoriginal




•
 
a relatively orthodox artist.










3.
 
(of a thing) of the ordinary or usual type; normal




•
 
they avoided orthodox jazz venues.










4.
 
(usu. 
Orthodox

 )
 — (of the Jews or Judaism) strictly keeping to traditional doctrine and ritual.




5.
 
(usu. 
Orthodox

 )
 — of or relating to the Orthodox Church.








II.
 
derivatives





orthodoxly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Greek 
orthodoxos

 (probably via ecclesiastical Latin), from 
orthos

 ‘straight or right’ + 
doxa

 ‘opinion.’






Orthodox Church





I.
 
a Christian church or federation of churches originating in the Greek-speaking church of the Byzantine Empire, not accepting the authority of the pope, and using ancient forms of service.





The chief Orthodox churches (often known collectively as the 
Eastern Orthodox Church

 ) include the national churches of Greece, Russia, Bulgaria, Romania, and Serbia. The term is also used by other ancient churches, mainly of African or Asian origin, e.g., the Coptic, Syrian, and Ethiopian churches.





Orthodox Judaism






a major branch within Judaism that teaches strict adherence to rabbinical interpretation of Jewish law and its traditional observances.









orthodoxy

 
/ˈôrTHəˌdäksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
authorized or generally accepted theory, doctrine, or practice




•
 
monetarist orthodoxy




•
 
he challenged many of the established orthodoxies.










2.
 
the quality of conforming to orthodox theories, doctrines, or practices




•
 
writings of unimpeachable orthodoxy.










3.
 
the whole community of Orthodox Jews or Orthodox Christians.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from late Greek 
orthodoxia

 ‘sound doctrine,’ from 
orthodoxos

 (see orthodox
 ).






orthodromic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈdrämik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 (of an impulse) traveling in the normal direction in a nerve fiber.

The opposite of antidromic
 .











– origin

 1940s: from ortho-
 ‘right, correct’ + Greek 
dromos

 ‘running’ + -ic
 .





orthoepy

 
/ôrˈTHōəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the correct or accepted pronunciation of words.




2.
 
the study of correct or accepted pronunciation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthoepic

 
/ˌôrTHōˈepik /






adjective













2.
 
orthoepist

 
/-pist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
orthoepeia

 ‘correct speech,’ from 
orthos

 ‘right or straight’ + 
epos

 , 
epe-

 ‘word.’





orthogenesis

 
/ˌôrTHōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a theory that variations in evolution follow a particular direction and are not merely sporadic and fortuitous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthogenesist






noun













2.
 
orthogenetic

 
/ˌôrTHōjəˈnedik /






adjective













3.
 
orthogenetically

 
/-jəˈnetik(ə)lē /






adverb





















orthognathous

 
/ôrˈTHäɡnəTHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 (especially of a person) having a jaw that does not project or recede, so that the facial profile is nearly vertical.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from ortho-
 ‘straight’ + Greek 
gnathos

 ‘jaw’ + -ous
 .





orthogonal

 
/ôrˈTHäɡənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or involving right angles; at right angles.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 (of variates) statistically independent.




3.
 
(of an experiment) having variates that can be treated as statistically independent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthogonality

 
/ôrˌTHäɡəˈnalitē /






noun













2.
 
orthogonally

 
/ôrˈTHäɡ(ə)nəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, based on Greek 
orthogōnios

 ‘right-angled.’





orthogonal projection






noun



1.
 


[Engineering]

 a system of making engineering drawings showing two or more views of an object at right angles to each other on a single drawing.




2.
 


[Engineering]

 a drawing made using orthogonal projection.














orthographic projection

 
/ˌôrTHəˈɡrafik prəˈjekSHən/






noun



1.
 
a method of projection in which an object is depicted or a surface mapped using parallel lines to project its shape onto a plane.




2.
 
a drawing or map made using orthographic projection.













orthography

 
/ôrˈTHäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the conventional spelling system of a language.




2.
 
the study of spelling and how letters combine to represent sounds and form words.




3.
 
another term for orthographic projection
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthographer

 
/-fər /






noun





orthography
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
orthographic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
orthographical

 
/ˌôrTHəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
orthographically

 
/ˌôrTHəˈɡrafək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French and Latin from Greek 
orthographia

 , from 
orthos

 ‘correct’ + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





orthokeratology

 
/ˌôrTHōˌkerəˈtäləjē/






noun




the temporary reshaping of the cornea (usually overnight) with specially made rigid contact lenses, in order to correct myopia.













orthomolecular

 
/ˌôrTHōməˈlekyələr/





I.
 
adjective




pertaining to a theory that illness can be treated and health maximized by creating the optimal molecular environment for the cells of the body through the introduction of natural substances




•
 
orthomolecular nutrition/psychiatry/oncology.

















– origin

 1968: coined by Linus 
Pauling

 .






orthomorphic

 
/ˌôrTHōˈmôrfik/






adjective




see conformal
 .













Orthonectida

 
/ˌôrTHəˈnektidə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a minor phylum of mesozoan worms that are internal parasites of a range of marine invertebrates.




II.
 
derivatives





orthonectid






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
orthos

 ‘straight’ + 
nektos

 ‘swimming’ (see nekton
 ).





orthonormal

 
/ˌôrTHōˈnôrməl/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 both orthogonal and normalized.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthonormality

 
/-nôrˈmalitē /






noun













2.
 
orthonormalization

 
/-ˌnôrməliˈzāSHən /






noun





















orthopedic

 
/ˈˌôrTHəˈpēdik /

 


‹Brit.›

 orthopaedic





I.
 
adjective




relating to the branch of medicine dealing with the correction of deformities of bones or muscles




•
 
an orthopedic surgeon




•
 
he wore a heavy orthopedic shoe on his right foot.














II.
 
derivatives





orthopedically






adverb





















orthopedics

 
/ˌôrTHəˈpēdiks /

 


‹Brit.›

 orthopaedics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of medicine dealing with the correction of deformities of bones or muscles.

[originally relating specifically to children.]








II.
 
derivatives





orthopedist

 
/ˌôrTHəˈpēdist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
orthopédie

 , from Greek 
orthos

 ‘right or straight’ + 
paideia

 ‘rearing of children.’





orthophosphoric acid

 
/ˌôTHōfäsˈfôrik, -ˈfär-/





I.
 
noun




another term for phosphoric acid
 .








II.
 
derivatives





orthophosphate

 
/-ˈfäsfāt /






noun





















orthopoxvirus

 
/ˈôrTHōˌpäksˌvīrəs/






noun




any of a set of viruses pathological in humans and animals that includes the cowpox, smallpox, and monkeypox viruses.

[Genus
Orthopoxvirus

 , family 
Poxviridae

 .]













orthopsychiatry

 
/ˌôrTHōsəˈkīətrē, ˌôrTHōˌsīˈkīətrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of psychiatry concerned with the study and prevention of mental or behavioral disorders, with emphasis on child development and family life.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthopsychiatric

 
/-ˌsīkēˈatrik /






adjective













2.
 
orthopsychiatrist

 
/-trist /






noun





















orthopter

 
/ôrˈTHäptər/






noun




another term for ornithopter
 .













Orthoptera

 
/ôrˈTHäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the grasshoppers, crickets, katydids, etc. They have a saddle-shaped thorax, hind legs that are typically long and modified for jumping, and a characteristic song that the male produces by stridulation.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
orthoptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Orthoptera

 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from ortho-
 ‘straight’ + Greek 
pteros

 ‘wing.’





orthopteran

 
/ôrˈTHäpt(ə)rən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




an insect of the order 
Orthoptera

 , such as a grasshopper or cricket.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting orthopterans.








III.
 
derivatives





orthopterous

 
/-tərəs /






adjective





















orthopteroid

 
/ôrˈTHäptəˌroid/






adjective






[Entomology]

 of or relating to a group of insect orders that are related to the grasshoppers and crickets, including also the stoneflies, stick insects, earwigs, cockroaches, mantises, and termites.













orthoptics

 
/ôrˈTHäptiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study or treatment of disorders of vision, especially of eye movements or eye alignment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
orthoptic

 
/ôrˈTHäptik /






adjective













2.
 
orthoptist

 
/ôrˈTHäptəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ortho-
 ‘correct’ + Greek 
optikos

 (see optic
 ).





orthopyroxene

 
/ˌôrTHōpīˈräksēn/






noun




a mineral of the pyroxene group crystallizing in the orthorhombic system.













orthorexia

 
/ˌôrTHəˈreksēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an obsession with eating foods that one considers healthy.




2.
 
(also 
orthorexia nervosa

 )
 — a medical condition in which the sufferer systematically avoids specific foods in the belief that they are harmful.








II.
 
derivatives





orthorexic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈreksik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1990s: from 
ortho-

 + Greek 
orexia

 , ‘appetite,’ after 
anorexia

 .





orthorhombic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈrämbik/






adjective




of or denoting a crystal system or three-dimensional geometric arrangement having three unequal axes at right angles.













orthosis

 
/ôrˈTHōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the correction of disorders of the limbs or spine by use of braces and other devices to correct alignment or provide support.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a brace or other such device; orthotic.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
orthōsis

 ‘making straight,’ from 
orthoun

 ‘set straight.’





orthostatic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈstadik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or caused by an upright posture.














orthostichy

 
/ôrˈTHästikē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in phyllotaxis) a vertical row of leaves arranged one directly above another.

Contrasted with parastichy
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ortho-
 ‘upright, straight’ + Greek 
stikhos

 ‘row, rank.’





orthotic

 
/ôrˈTHädik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to orthotics.








II.
 
noun




an artificial support or brace for the limbs or spine.













orthotics

 
/ôrˈTHädiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of medicine that deals with the provision and use of artificial devices such as splints and braces.








II.
 
derivatives





orthotist






noun





















orthotropic

 
/ˌôrTHəˈtrōpik, -ˈträp-/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a shoot, stem, or axis) growing vertically.




2.
 


[Engineering]

 (of a material) having elastic properties in two or three planes perpendicular to each other.













orthotropous

 
/ôrˈTHätrəpəs/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant ovule) having the nucleus straight, i.e., not inverted, so that the micropyle is at the end opposite the base.













ortolan

 
/ˈôrd(ə)lən /

 
ortolanbunting





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian songbird that was formerly eaten as a delicacy, the male having an olive-green head and yellow throat.

[
Emberizahortulana

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ).]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, from Provençal, literally ‘gardener,’ based on a diminutive of Latin 
hortus

 ‘garden.’





Oruro

 
/ôˈro͞orō/






a city in western Bolivia; pop. 216,714 (2009). It is the center of an important mining region, with rich deposits of tin, zinc, silver, copper, and gold.









ORV






abbreviation




off-road vehicle.













Orvieto1


 
/ôrˈvyedō/






a town in Umbria, in central Italy in the middle of a wine-producing area; pop. 21,059 (2008).









Orvieto2


 
/ôrˈvyedō/






noun




a white wine made near Orvieto.













Orwell, George

 
/ˈôrwel/






(1903–50), British novelist and essayist, born in India; pseudonym of 
Eric Arthur Blair

 . His work is characterized by his concern about social injustice. His best-known works are 
Animal Farm

 (1945) and 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 (1949).









Orwellian

 
/ôrˈwelēən/






adjective




characteristic of the writings of George Orwell, especially with reference to his dystopian account of a future totalitarian state in 
Nineteen Eighty-Four






•
 
a frightening view of an Orwellian future.




















-ory1






I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a place for a particular function




•
 
dormitory




•
 
repository.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-oria

 , 
-orium

 , sometimes via Anglo-Norman French 
-orie

 , Old French 
-oire

 .






-ory2






I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives (and occasionally nouns) relating to or involving a verbal action




•
 
compulsory




•
 
directory




•
 
mandatory.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-orius

 , sometimes via Anglo-Norman French 
-ori(e

 ).






oryx

 
/ˈôriks/





I.
 
noun




any of several species of antelopes native to arid regions of Africa and Asia, having dark markings on the face and long, pointed horns.

[Genus 
Oryx

 , family 
Bovidae

 : several species, including the 
Arabian oryx

 (
O. leucoryx

 ). See also gemsbok
 , scimitar oryx
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
orux

 ‘stonemason's pickax’ (because of its pointed horns).





orzo

 
/ˈôrzō/





I.
 
noun




a variety of pasta shaped like grains of barley or rice.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘barley.’






os1


 
/äs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a bone (used chiefly in Latin names of individual bones, e.g., 
os trapezium

 ).











– origin

 Latin.






os2






I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an opening or entrance to a passage, especially one at either end of the cervix of the uterus.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
os

 ‘mouth.’





Os






symbol




the chemical element osmium.













OS






abbreviation



1.
 
(in calculating dates) Old Style.




2.
 


[Computing]

 operating system.




3.
 
Ordinary Seaman.




4.
 
(in the UK) Ordnance Survey.




5.
 
(as a size of clothing) outsize.




6.
 
out of stock.




7.
 
overseas.













o.s.






abbreviation




(in prescriptions) the left eye.

[Latin, 
oculus sinister

 .]













OSA






abbreviation




Order of St. Augustine (Augustinians).













Osage

 
/ˈōsāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly inhabiting the Osage River valley in Missouri.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Osage.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Osage or their language.











– origin

 via French, from Osage 
wažaže

 , the name of one of the three groups that compose this people.






Osage orange






noun




a small spiny North American deciduous tree that bears inedible green orangelike fruit. Its durable yellowish-orange wood was formerly used by American Indians for bows and other weapons.

Also called bowwood
 . [
Maclura pomifera

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]













Osage River






a river that flows for 360 miles (580 km) through Missouri to the Missouri River.









Osaka

 
/ōˈsäkə/






a port and commercial city in central Japan, on the island of Honshu; pop. 2,510,459 (2007).









OSB






abbreviation




Order of St. Benedict (Benedictines).













Osborne, John

 
/ˈäzˌbôrn, -bərn/






(1929–94), English playwright; full name 
John James Osborne

 . His first play, 
Look Back in Anger

 (1956), ushered in a new era of kitchen-sink drama. Its hero, Jimmy Porter, personified contemporary disillusioned youth, the so-called angry young man.









Oscan

 
/ˈäskən/





I.
 
noun




an extinct Italic language of southern Italy, related to Umbrian and surviving in inscriptions mainly of the 4th to 1st centuries 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Oscan.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Oscus

 ‘Oscan’ + -an
 .





oscar

 
/ˈäskər /

 
oscar cichlid






noun




a South American cichlid fish with velvety brown young and multicolored adults, popular in aquariums.

[
Astronotus ocellatus

 , family 
Cichlidae

 . Alternative name: 
velvet cichlid

 .]














Oscar1


 
/ˈäskər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 the nickname for one of the golden statuettes given as an Academy Award.




2.
 
(
the Oscars

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 the annual presentation of the Academy Awards.











– origin

 one of the several speculative stories of its origin claims that the statuette reminded Margaret Herrick, an executive director of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, of her uncle Oscar.





Oscar2


 
/ˈäskər/






noun




a code word representing the letter O, used in radio communication.













Osceola

 
/ˌäsēˈōlə, ˌōsē-/






(c.1804–38), leader of the Seminole Indians; born 
Billy Powell

 . Resisting all government efforts to remove his people from their homeland in Florida, he led them in the Seminole Wars, which began in 1835. He was captured in 1837 while bearing a flag of truce.









oscillate

 
/ˈäsəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or swing back and forth at a regular speed




•
 
a pendulum oscillates about its lowest point.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — waver between extremes of opinion, action, or quality




•
 
he was 
oscillating between

 fear and bravery.










3.
 


[Physics]

 vary in magnitude or position in a regular manner around a central point.




4.
 
(of a circuit or device) cause the electric current or voltage running through it to behave in this way.








II.
 
derivatives





oscillatory

 
/əˈsiləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
oscillat-

 ‘swung,’ from the verb 
oscillare

 .





oscillation

 
/ˌäsəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
movement back and forth at a regular speed




•
 
the natural oscillation of a spring




•
 
the oscillations of a pendulum.










2.
 
variation or fluctuation between two extremes of opinion, action, or quality




•
 
the plot's oscillation between bleak and comic elements.










3.
 


[Physics]

 regular variation in magnitude or position around a central point.













oscillator

 
/ˈäsəˌlādər/






noun




a device for generating oscillating electric currents or voltages by nonmechanical means.













oscillo-






combining form




relating to oscillation, especially of electric current




•
 
oscilloscope.



















oscillogram

 
/əˈsiləˌɡram/






noun




a record produced by an oscillograph.













oscillograph

 
/əˈsiləˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a device for recording oscillations, especially those of an electric current.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oscillographic

 
/əˌsiləˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
oscillography

 
/ˌäsəˈläɡrəfē /






noun





















oscilloscope

 
/əˈsiləˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a device for viewing oscillations, as of electrical voltage or current, by a display on the screen of a cathode ray tube.








II.
 
derivatives





oscilloscopic

 
/əˌsiləˈskäpik /






adjective






















oscine

 
/ˈäsin, ˈäˌsīn /

 

‹Ornithology›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting passerine birds of a large division that includes the songbirds.

Compare with suboscine
 . [Suborder 
Oscines

 , order 
Passeriformes

 .]








II.
 
noun




a bird of the oscine division.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
oscen

 , 
oscin-

 ‘songbird’ + -ine
 1
 .





Osco-Umbrian

 
/ˌäskō ˈəmbrēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of ancient Italic languages including Oscan and Umbrian, spoken in Italy in the 1st millennium 
BC

 , before the emergence of Latin as a standard language.




2.
 
a member of any of the peoples who spoke a language in the Osco-Umbrian group.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Osco-Umbrians or their languages.













oscula

 
/ˈäskyələ/






plural form of osculum
 .









oscular

 
/ˈäskyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹humorous›

 of or relating to kissing.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 of or relating to an osculum.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
osculum

 ‘mouth, kiss’ (diminutive of 
os

 ‘mouth’) + -ar
 1
 .





osculate

 
/ˈäskyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a curve or surface) touch (another curve or surface) so as to have a common tangent at the point of contact


(as 
adj.

 
osculating

 )


•
 
the plots have been drawn using osculating orbital elements.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 kiss.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
osculant

 
/ˈäskyələnt /






adjective













2.
 
osculation

 
/ˌäskyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
osculatory

 
/ˈäskyələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
osculat-

 ‘kissed,’ from the verb 
osculari

 , from 
osculum

 ‘little mouth or kiss.’






osculum

 
/ˈäskyələm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a large aperture in a sponge through which water is expelled.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘little mouth.’






-ose1






I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) having a specified quality




•
 
bellicose




•
 
comatose




•
 
verbose.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-osus

 .






-ose2






I.
 
suffix






[Chemistry]

 forming names of sugars and other carbohydrates




•
 
cellulose




•
 
glucose.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
(gluc)ose

 .





-osely





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ose

 (such as 
bellicosely

 corresponding to 
bellicose

 ).











– origin

 see -ose
 1
 , -ly
 2
 .





-oseness





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ose

 (such as 
bellicoseness

 corresponding to 
bellicose

 ).

Compare with -osity
 .











– origin

 see -ose
 1
 , -ness
 .





OSF






abbreviation




Order of St. Francis (Franciscans).













Osh

 
/ôSH/






a city in western Kyrgyzstan, near the border with Uzbekistan; pop. 300,000 (est. 2009). It was, until the 15th century, an important post on an ancient trade route to China and India.









OSHA

 
/ˈōSHə/






abbreviation




(in the US) Occupational Safety and Health Administration.













Oshawa

 
/ˈäSHəwə/






a city in Ontario, Canada, on the northern shores of Lake Ontario, east of Toronto; pop. 141,590 (2006).









oshi

 
/ˈōSHē/





I.
 
noun

 — [
pl.

 ]


1.
 
(in sumo wrestling) a move in which an opponent is pushed backward or down.











– origin

 Japanese.





Oshkosh

 
/ˈäSHkäSH/






an industrial city in east central Wisconsin, on Lake Winnebago; pop. 63,679 (est. 2008).










osier

 
/ˈōZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small Eurasian willow that grows mostly in wet habitats and is a major source of the long flexible shoots (withies) used in basketwork.

[
Salix viminalis

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]




2.
 
a shoot of a willow.




3.
 


‹dated›

 any willow tree.




4.
 
any of several North American dogwoods.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French; compare with medieval Latin 
auseria

 ‘osier bed.’





Osijek

 
/ˈōsēˌyek/






a city in eastern Croatia, on the Drava River; pop. 85,800 (est. 2009).









Osiris

 
/ōˈsīris /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›






I.
 
a god originally connected with fertility, husband of Isis and father of Horus. He is known chiefly through the story of his death at the hands of his brother Seth and his subsequent restoration to a new life as ruler of the afterlife.




II.
 
derivatives





Osirian

 
/-rēən /






adjective






















-osis





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting a process or condition




•
 
metamorphosis.










2.
 
denoting a pathological state




•
 
neurosis




•
 
thrombosis.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
-ōsis

 , verbal noun ending.






-osity





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns from adjectives ending in 
-ose

 (such as 
verbosity

 from 
verbose

 ) and from adjectives ending in 
-ous

 (such as 
pomposity

 from 
pompous

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-osité

 or Latin 
-ositas

 .






Oslo

 
/ˈäzˌlō ˈäsˌlō/






the capital and chief port of Norway, on the southern coast at the head of Oslofjord; pop. 839,423 (2007). Founded in the 11th century, it was known as Christiania (or Kristiania) from 1624 until 1924 in honor of Christian IV of Norway and Denmark (1577–1648).










Osman I

 
/ˈäzmən, ˈäs-, äsˈmän /

 
Othman






(1259–1326), Turkish conqueror. He founded the Ottoman (Osmanli) dynasty and empire and assumed the title of emir in 1299.









Osmanli

 
/äzˈmänlē, äs-/





I.
 
adjective, noun




old-fashioned term for Ottoman
 .











– origin

 Turkish, from the name 
Osman

 , from Arabic 
῾uṯmān

 (see Ottoman
 ), + the adjectival suffix 
-li

 .





osmic

 
/ˈäzmik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to odors or the sense of smell.








II.
 
derivatives





osmically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
osmē

 ‘smell, odor’ + -ic
 .





osmic acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a solution of osmium tetroxide.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
osmic

 from osmium
 + -ic
 .






osmium

 
/ˈäzmēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Os

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 76, a hard, dense silvery-white metal of the transition series.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
osmē

 ‘smell’ (from the pungent smell of its tetroxide).





osmium tetroxide






noun




a poisonous pale yellow solid with a distinctive pungent smell, used in solution as a biological stain (especially for lipids) and fixative.

[Chem. formula: OsO4
 .]













osmo-






combining form




representing osmosis
 .













osmolality

 
/ˌäzməˈlalədē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the concentration of a solution expressed as the total number of solute particles per kilogram.











– origin

 1950s: blend of 
osmotic

 (see osmosis
 ) and molal
 , + -ity
 .





osmolarity

 
/ˌäzməˈlerədē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the concentration of a solution expressed as the total number of solute particles per liter.











– origin

 1950s: blend of 
osmotic

 (see osmosis
 ) and molar
 3
 , + -ity
 .





osmometer

 
/äzˈmämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for demonstrating or measuring osmotic pressure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
osmometric

 
/-məˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
osmometry

 
/-trē /






noun





















osmoregulation

 
/ˌäzmōˌreɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the maintenance of constant osmotic pressure in the fluids of an organism by the control of water and salt concentrations.








II.
 
derivatives





osmoregulatory

 
/-ˈreɡyələˌtôrē /






adjective





















osmose

 
/ˌäzmōs/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 pass by or as if by osmosis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘osmosis’): from the element common to 
endosmose

 and 
exosmose

 .






osmosis

 
/äzˈmōsəs äsˈmōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Chemistry]

 a process by which molecules of a solvent tend to pass through a semipermeable membrane from a less concentrated solution into a more concentrated one, thus equalizing the concentrations on each side of the membrane.




2.
 
the process of gradual or unconscious assimilation of ideas, knowledge, etc.




•
 
what she knows of the blue-blood set she learned not through birthright, not even through wealth, but through osmosis.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
osmotic

 
/äzˈmädik äˈsmädik /






adjective













2.
 
osmotically

 
/äzˈmädək(ə)lē äˈsmädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latinized form of earlier 
osmose

 , from Greek 
ōsmos

 ‘a push.’





osmotic pressure

 
/äzˌmätik ˈpreSHər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the pressure that would have to be applied to a pure solvent to prevent it from passing into a given solution by osmosis, often used to express the concentration of the solution.













osmunda

 
/äzˈməndə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the royal and cinnamon ferns.

[Genus 
Osmunda

 , family 
Osmundaceae

 .]











– origin

 Anglo-Latin, from Anglo-Norman French 
osmunde

 , of unknown origin.






Osnabrück

 
/ˈäsnəˌbro͝ok, ˈôsnäˌbrYk/






a city in northwestern Germany, in Lower Saxony; pop. 163,000 (est. 2006). In 1648, the Treaty of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years War, was signed here and in Münster.









osnaburg

 
/ˈäznəˌbərɡ/





I.
 
noun




a kind of coarse, heavy linen or cotton used for such items as furnishings and sacks.











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of Osnabrück
 , where the cloth was originally produced.






os penis

 
/ˌäs ˈpēnəs/






noun






[Zoology]

 a bone in the penis of carnivores and some other mammals.

Also called baculum
 .














osprey

 
/ˈäːsprā/





I.
 
noun




a large fish-eating bird of prey with long narrow wings and a white underside and crown, found throughout the world.

Also called fish hawk
 . [
Pandion haliaetus

 , the only member of the family 
Pandionidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ospres

 , apparently based on Latin 
ossifraga

 (mentioned by Pliny and identified with the lammergeier), from 
os

 ‘bone’ + 
frangere

 ‘to break,’ probably because of the lammergeier's habit of dropping bones from a height to break them and reach the marrow.





OSS






abbreviation




Office of Strategic Services, a US intelligence organization during World War II.













ossa

 
/ˈäsə/






plural form of os
 1
 .









Ossa, Mount

 
/ˈäsə/





I.
 
a mountain in Thessaly, in northeastern Greece, south of Mount Olympus, that rises to a height of 6,489 feet (1,978 m). In Greek mythology, the giants were said to have piled Mount Olympus and Mount Ossa onto Mount Pelion in an attempt to reach heaven so that they could destroy the gods.




II.
 
the highest mountain on the island of Tasmania. It rises to a height of 5,305 feet (1,617 m).









ossein

 
/ˈäsēin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the collagen of bones, used for glues and gelatin, derived by dissolving the mineral content in an acid solution.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
osseus

 ‘bony’ + -in
 1
 .





osseous

 
/ˈäsēəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 consisting of or turned into bone; ossified.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
osseus

 ‘bony’ + -ous
 .





Ossete

 
/ˈäsēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Ossetia.




2.
 
another term for Ossetian
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Ossetia or the Ossetes.








III.
 
derivatives





Ossetic

 
/äˈsetik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Russian 
osetin

 , from Georgian.






Ossetia

 
/ôˈsēSHə ôˈsedēə/






a region of the central Caucasus. It is divided by the boundary between Russia and Georgia into two parts: North Ossetia and South Ossetia. It was the scene of ethnic conflict 1989–92.










Ossetian

 
/ōˈsēːSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Iranian language of the Ossetes.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Ossetia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ossetes or their language.














Ossi

 
/ˈäsē, ˈōsē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 (in Germany) a citizen of the former German Democratic Republic.

Compare with Wessi
 .











– origin

 German, probably an abbreviation of 
Ostdeutsche

 ‘East German.’






Ossian

 
/ˈäsēən/





I.
 
a legendary Irish warrior and bard, whose name became well known in 1760–63 when the Scottish poet 
James Macpherson

 (1736–96) published his own verse as an alleged translation of 3rd-century Gaelic tales.

Irish name Oisin
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Ossianic

 
/ˌäsēˈanēc /






adjective





















ossicle

 
/ˈäsək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a very small bone, especially one of those in the middle ear.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Zoology]

 a small piece of calcified material forming part of the skeleton of an invertebrate animal such as an echinoderm.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
ossiculum

 , diminutive of 
os

 ‘bone.’





ossiferous

 
/äˈsifərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of a cave or stratum) containing or yielding deposits of bone, especially fossil bone.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
os

 , 
oss-

 ‘bone’ + -ferous
 .





ossify

 
/ˈäsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn into bone or bony tissue




•
 
these tracheal cartilages may ossify.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
ossified

 )
 — cease developing; be stagnant or rigid




•
 
ossified political institutions.














II.
 
derivatives





ossification

 
/ˌäsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
ossifier

 , from Latin 
os

 , 
oss-

 ‘bone.’





Ossining

 
/ˈäsəniNG/






a town in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River, noted as the home of Sing Sing prison; pop. 36,788 (est. 2008).









osso buco

 
/ˌäsō ˈbo͝okō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian dish made with veal shank containing marrowbone, stewed in wine with vegetables and seasonings.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘marrowbone.’





ossuary

 
/ˈäSHəˌwerē ˈäs(y)əˌwerē/





I.
 
noun




a container or room into which the bones of dead people are placed.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
ossuarium

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
os

 , 
oss-

 ‘bone.’





OST






abbreviation




original soundtrack.














Osteichthyes

 
/ˌästēˈikTHēˌēz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of fishes that includes those with a bony skeleton.

Compare with Chondrichthyes
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
osteon

 ‘bone’ + 
ikhthus

 ‘fish.’






osteitis

 
/ˌästēˈīdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 inflammation of the substance of a bone.




2.
 
(
osteitis fibrosa cystica

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 another term for von Recklinghausen's disease
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
(
osteitis deformans

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 another term for Paget's disease
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
osteon

 ‘bone’ + -itis
 .






Ostend

 
/ôˈstend äˈstend/






a port on the North Sea coast of northwestern Belgium, in West Flanders; pop. 69,175 (2008). French name 
Ostende

 .

Flemish name Oostende
 .










ostensible

 
/äˈstensəb(ə)l əˈstensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
stated or appearing to be true, but not necessarily so




•
 
the delay may have a deeper cause than the ostensible reason.














II.
 
derivatives





ostensibility

 
/-ˌstensəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
ostensibilis

 from Latin 
ostens-

 ‘stretched out to view,’ from the verb 
ostendere

 , from 
ob-

 ‘in view of’ + 
tendere

 ‘to stretch.’





ostensibly

 
/äˈstensiblē əˈstensiblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
apparently or purportedly, but perhaps not actually




•
 
portrayed as a blue-collar type, ostensibly a carpenter.



















ostensive

 
/əˈstensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
directly or clearly demonstrative.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting a way of defining by direct demonstration, e.g., by pointing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ostensively






adverb













2.
 
ostensiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
ostensivus

 , from 
ostens-

 ‘stretched out to view’ (see ostensible
 ).





ostentation

 
/ˌästənˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun




pretentious and vulgar display, especially of wealth and luxury, intended to impress or attract notice




•
 
the office was spacious, but without any trace of ostentation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
ostentatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
ostentare

 , frequentative of 
ostendere

 ‘stretch out to view.’





ostentatious

 
/ˌästənˈtāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by vulgar or pretentious display; designed to impress or attract notice




•
 
books that people buy and display ostentatiously but never actually finish.














II.
 
derivatives





ostentatiousness

 
/ˌäst(ə)nˈtāSHəsnəs /






noun





















ostentatiously

 
/ˌästənˈtāSHəslē/






adverb




in a pretentious or showy way designed to impress




•
 
she was known for dressing ostentatiously in designer clothes




•
 
he ostentatiously announced on national television that he was leaving.




















osteo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the bones




•
 
osteoporosis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
osteon

 ‘bone.’






osteoarthritis

 
/ˌästēōärˈTHrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 degeneration of joint cartilage and the underlying bone, most common from middle age onward. It causes pain and stiffness, especially in the hip, knee, and thumb joints.

Compare with rheumatoid arthritis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





osteoarthritic

 
/-ˈTHritik /






adjective





















osteoblast

 
/ˈästēəˌblast/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a cell that secretes the matrix for bone formation.








II.
 
derivatives





osteoblastic

 
/ˌästēəˈblastik /






adjective





















osteoclast

 
/ˈästēəˌklast/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a large multinucleate bone cell that absorbs bone tissue during growth and healing.








II.
 
derivatives





osteoclastic

 
/ˌästēəˈklastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from osteo-
 ‘bone’ + Greek 
klastēs

 ‘breaker.’





osteocyte

 
/ˈästēəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a bone cell, formed when an osteoblast becomes embedded in the matrix it has secreted.








II.
 
derivatives





osteocytic

 
/ˌästēəˈsitik /






adjective






















osteogenesis

 
/ˌästēōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun




the formation of bone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
osteogenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective













2.
 
osteogenic

 
/ˈjenik /






adjective






















osteogenesis imperfecta

 
/ästēōˌjenəsəs impərˈfektə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an inherited disorder characterized by extreme fragility of the bones.











– origin

 modern Latin, from osteogenesis
 + Latin 
imperfecta

 ‘imperfect’ (feminine of 
imperfectus

 ).





osteoid

 
/ˈästēˌoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 
[Medicine]

 resembling bone in appearance or structure.








II.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 
[Medicine]

 the unmineralized organic component of bone.













osteology

 
/ˌästēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the structure and function of the skeleton and bony structures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
osteological

 
/ˌästēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
osteologically

 
/ˌästēəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
osteologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















osteolysis

 
/ˌästēˈäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the pathological destruction or disappearance of bone tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





osteolytic

 
/-əˈlitik /






adjective





















osteomalacia

 
/ˌästēōməˈlāSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




softening of the bones, typically through a deficiency of vitamin D or calcium.








II.
 
derivatives





osteomalacic

 
/-ˈlasik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from osteo-
 ‘bone’ + Greek 
malakos

 ‘soft.’





osteomyelitis

 
/ˌästēōˌmīəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of bone or bone marrow, usually due to infection.













osteonecrosis

 
/ˌästēōniˈkrōsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the death of bone tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





osteonecrotic

 
/-ˈkrätik /






adjective





















osteopathy

 
/ˌästēˈäpəTHē/





I.
 
noun




a branch of medical practice that emphasizes the treatment of medical disorders through the manipulation and massage of the bones, joints, and muscles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
osteopath

 
/ˈästēəˌpaTH /






noun













2.
 
osteopathic

 
/ˌästēəˈpaTHik /






adjective













3.
 
osteopathically

 
/ˌästēəˈpaTHik(ə)lē /






adverb





















osteopenia

 
/ˌästēōˈpēnēə/






noun




reduced bone mass of lesser severity than osteoporosis.













osteophyte

 
/ˈästēəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bony outgrowth associated with the degeneration of cartilage at joints.








II.
 
derivatives





osteophytic

 
/ˌästēəˈfitik /






adjective






















osteoporosis

 
/ˌästēōpəˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a medical condition in which the bones become brittle and fragile from loss of tissue, typically as a result of hormonal changes, or deficiency of calcium or vitamin D.








II.
 
derivatives





osteoporotic

 
/-ˈrätik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from osteo-
 ‘bone’ + Greek 
poros

 ‘passage, pore’ + -osis
 .





osteosarcoma

 
/ˌästēōsärˈkōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor of bone in which there is a proliferation of osteoblasts.













osteospermum

 
/ˌästēōˈspərməm/





I.
 
noun




a plant or shrub of the daisy family, native to Africa and the Middle East, some varieties of which are cultivated for their yellow or violet flowers.

[Genus 
Osteospermum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, 
osteo-

 ,‘bone’ + Greek, 
sperma

 , ‘seed.’





osteotome

 
/ˈästēəˌtōm/






noun




a surgical instrument for cutting bone, typically resembling a chisel.













osteotomy

 
/ˌästēˈädəmē/






noun




the surgical cutting of a bone or removal of a piece of bone.













osteria

 
/ästəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian restaurant, typically a simple or inexpensive one.











– origin

 Italian, ‘inn, hotel.’





Ostia

 
/ˈästēə/






an ancient city and harbor that was situated on the western coast of Italy at the mouth of the Tiber River. It was the first colony founded by ancient Rome and was a major port and commercial center.









ostinato

 
/ˌästəˈnädō/





I.
 
noun




a continually repeated musical phrase or rhythm.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘obstinate.’





ostiole

 
/ˈästēˌōl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in some small algae and fungi) a small pore through which spores are discharged.








II.
 
derivatives





ostiolar

 
/-ələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ostiolum

 , diminutive of 
ostium

 ‘opening.’





ostium

 
/ˈästēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 an opening into a vessel or cavity of the body.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Zoology]

 each of a number of pores in the wall of a sponge, through which water is drawn in.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘door, opening.’





Ostmark

 
/ˈästmärk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the basic monetary unit of the former German Democratic Republic, equal to 100 pfennigs.











– origin

 German, literally ‘east mark’ (see mark
 2
 ).





ostomy

 
/ˈästəmi/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an artificial opening in an organ of the body, created during an operation such as a colostomy, ileostomy, or gastrostomy; a stoma.











– origin

 1950s: from colostomy
 , ileostomy
 , etc.





Ostpolitik

 
/ˈästpäləˌtēk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the foreign policy of detente of western European countries with reference to the former communist bloc, especially the opening of relations with the Eastern bloc by the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) in the 1960s.











– origin

 German, from 
Ost

 ‘east’ + 
Politik

 ‘politics.’





ostracism

 
/ˈästrəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
exclusion from a society or group




•
 
the family suffered social ostracism.










2.
 
(in ancient Greece) temporary banishment from a city by popular vote.













ostracize

 
/ˈästrəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exclude (someone) from a society or group




•
 
a group of people who have been ridiculed, ostracized, and persecuted for centuries.










2.
 
(in ancient Greece) banish (an unpopular or too powerful citizen) from a city for five or ten years by popular vote.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
ostrakizein

 , from 
ostrakon

 ‘shell or potsherd’ (on which names were written, in voting to banish unpopular citizens).





ostracod

 
/ˈästrəˌkäd /

 
ostracode






noun






[Zoology]

 a minute aquatic crustacean of the class 
Ostracoda

 .













Ostracoda

 
/ˌästrəˈkōdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of minute aquatic crustaceans that have a hinged shell from which the antennae protrude, and a reduced number of appendages.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
ostrakōdēs

 ‘testaceous,’ from 
ostrakon

 ‘shell.’





ostracoderm

 
/ˈästrəkōˌdərm/





I.
 
noun




an extinct jawless fish of the Cambrian to Devonian periods, having a heavily armored body.

[Class 
Agnatha

 : several orders.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ostracodermi

 (former taxonomic name), from Greek 
ostrakon

 ‘shell’ + 
derma

 ‘skin.’





ostracon

 
/ˈästrəˌkän /

 
ostrakon





I.
 
noun




a potsherd used as a writing surface.











– origin

 Greek, ‘hard shell or potsherd.’





Ostrava

 
/ˈästrəvə, ˈôsträvä/






an industrial city in northeastern Czech Republic, in the Moravian lowlands; pop. 308,832 (2007). It is located in the coal-mining region of Silesia.









ostrich

 
/ˈästriCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flightless swift-running African bird with a long neck, long legs, and two toes on each foot. It is the largest living bird, with males reaching an average height of 8 feet (2.5 m).

[
Struthio camelus

 , the only member of the family 
Struthionidae

 .]




2.
 
a person who refuses to face reality or accept facts.

[from the popular belief that ostriches bury their heads in the sand if pursued.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ostriche

 , from Latin 
avis

 ‘bird’ + late Latin 
struthio

 (from Greek 
strouthiōn

 ‘ostrich,’ from 
strouthos

 ‘sparrow or ostrich’).






ostrich dinosaur






noun




a lightly built toothless bipedal dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period, adapted for running and somewhat resembling an ostrich.

Also called ornithomimosaur
 . [Infraorder 
Ornithomimisauria

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 : several genera, including 
Gallimimus

 , 
Ornithomimus

 , and 
Struthiomimus

 .]














Ostrogoth

 
/ˈästrəˌɡäTH/





I.
 
noun




a member of the eastern branch of the Goths, who conquered Italy in the 5th–6th centuries 
AD

 .








II.
 
derivatives





Ostrogothic

 
/ˌästrəˈɡäTHik /






adjective



















– origin

 from late Latin 
Ostrogothi

 (plural), from the Germanic base of east
 + late Latin 
Gothi

 ‘Goths.’





Ostwald, Wilhelm

 
/ˈäs(t)ˌwôld, ˈôstvält/






(1853–1932), German physical chemist; full name 
Friedrich Wilhelm Otswald

 . He established physical chemistry as a separate discipline.









OSU






abbreviation




Order of St. Ursula.













O'Sullivan, Maureen

 
/ōˈsələvən/






(1911–98), US actress; born in Ireland; mother of Mia Farrow. She starred as Jane to Johnny Weissmuller's Tarzan in such movies as 
Tarzan the Ape Man

 (1932), 
Tarzan and His Mate

 (1934), and 
Tarzan's Secret Treasure

 (1941). She also starred in 
The Big Clock

 (1948) and appeared in 
Peggy Sue Got Married

 (1986) and 
Hannah and Her Sisters

 (1986).









Oswald, Lee Harvey

 
/ˈäzˌwôld/






(1939–63), US alleged assassin of President John F. Kennedy. In November 1963, he was charged with the murder of the president. He denied the charge but was murdered by Dallas nightclub owner Jack Ruby (1911–67) before he could be brought to trial.









Oswald of York, St.






(died 992), English prelate and Benedictine monk. As archbishop of York, he founded several monasteries. Feast day, February 28.









Oswego

 
/äsˈwēɡō/






an industrial port city in north central New York, on Lake Ontario and the Oswego River; pop. 17,351 (est. 2008).










Oswego tea

 
/äsˌwēɡō ˈtē/





I.
 
noun




see bergamot
 (
sense

 3).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after a river and town in the northern part of the state of New York.





OT






abbreviation



1.
 
occupational therapist.




2.
 
occupational therapy.




3.
 
Old Testament.




4.
 
overnight telegram.




5.
 
overtime.













-ot1






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns that were originally diminutives




•
 
ballot




•
 
parrot.

















– origin

 from French.





-ot2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming nouns) denoting a person of a particular type




•
 
harlot




•
 
idiot.










2.
 
denoting a native of a place




•
 
Cypriot.

















– origin

 via French and Latin from Greek 
-ōtēs

 .





otaku

 
/ōˈtäko͞o/





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a young person who is obsessed with computers or particular aspects of popular culture to the detriment of their social skills.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘your house,’ alluding to the reluctance of such young people to leave the house.






otalgia

 
/ˌōˈtalj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 earache.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
ōtalgia

 , from 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear’ + 
algos

 ‘pain.’





OTB






abbreviation




off-track betting.













OTC






abbreviation



1.
 
over the counter.




2.
 
(in the UK) Officers' Training Corps.














other

 
/ˈəT͟Hər/





I.
 
adjective, pronoun



1.
 
used to refer to a person or thing that is different or distinct from one already mentioned or known about


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
stick the camera on a tripod or 
some other

 means of support




•
 
other people found her difficult




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
a language unrelated to any other.










2.
 
the alternative of two


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the other side of the page




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
flinging up first one arm and then the other




•
 


one or the other

 of them is bound to be a liar.










3.
 
those remaining in a group; those not already mentioned


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
they took the other three away in an ambulance




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
Fred set off and 
the others

 followed.










4.
 
further; additional


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
one other word of advice




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
reporting three stories and rewriting three others.










5.
 
[
pronoun

 ] (
the Other

 )
 — 

[Philosophy]

 
[Sociology]

 that which is distinct from, different from, or opposite to something or oneself.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
view or treat (a person or group of people) as intrinsically different from and alien to oneself




•
 
a critique of the ways in which the elderly are othered by society.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
no other








‹archaic›

 nothing else




•
 
we can do no other.















2.
 
other than





a.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — apart from; except




•
 
he claims not to own anything other than his home.










b.
 
differently or different from; otherwise than




•
 
there is no suggestion that we are to take this other than literally.















3.
 
on the other hand






see hand
 .









4.
 
the other day (or night, week, etc.)






a few days (or nights, weeks, etc.) ago.









5.
 
someone (or something or somehow, etc.) or other






some unspecified or unknown person, thing, manner, etc. (used to express vagueness or uncertainty)




•
 
they were protesting about something or other.





















– origin

 Old English 
ōther

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
ander

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘different.’





other-directed

 
/ˈəT͟Hərdəˌrektəd ˈəT͟Hərˌdīˌrektəd/






adjective






[Psychology]

 (of a person or their behavior) governed by external circumstances and trends.














other half





I.
 
noun

 — (
one's other half

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's wife, husband, or partner




•
 
treat your other half to a romantic outing for two.














II.
 
phrases





how the other half lives






used to allude to the way of life of a different group in society, especially a wealthier one.

















otherness

 
/ˈəT͟Hərnəs/






noun




the quality or fact of being different




•
 
the developed world has been celebrating African music while altogether denying its otherness.



















otherwhere

 
/ˈəT͟Hərwer/






adverb, pronoun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 elsewhere.













otherwise

 
/ˈəT͟Hərˌwīz/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in circumstances different from those present or considered; or else




•
 
the collection brings visitors who might not come to the college otherwise




•
 [as 
conjunctive adverb

 ]
 
I'm not motivated by money, otherwise I would have quit.










2.
 
in other respects; apart from that




•
 
an otherwise totally black cat with a single white whisker.










3.
 
in a different way




•
 
he means mischief—it's no good pretending otherwise




•
 
pretending that they are 
otherwise engaged

 .










4.
 
as an alternative




•
 
pre-Renaissance mathematician Leonardo Pisano, 
otherwise known as

 Fibonacci.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
in a different state or situation




•
 
if it were otherwise, we would be unable to acquire knowledge.














III.
 
phrases





or (or and) otherwise






indicating the opposite of or a contrast to something stated




•
 
we don't want a president, elected or otherwise.





















– origin

 Old English 
on ōthre wisan

 (see other
 , wise
 2
 ).





other woman






noun

 — (
the other woman

 )


1.
 
the lover of a married or similarly attached man.













other world

 
/ˈəT͟Hər wərld/






noun

 — (
the other world

 )


1.
 
the spiritual world or afterlife.













otherworldly

 
/ˌəT͟Hərˈwərldlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an imaginary or spiritual world




•
 
music of an almost otherworldly beauty.










2.
 
unworldly




•
 
celibate clerics with a very otherworldly outlook.














II.
 
derivatives





otherworldliness

 
/ˌəT͟Hərˈwərldlēnəs /






noun





















Othman

 
/ˈäTHmən, äTHˈmän/






variant form of Osman I
 .









Otho, Marcus Salvius

 
/ˈōTHō/






(
AD

 32–69), Roman emperor from January until April of 69. Proclaimed emperor after the death of Galba, he was defeated by Vitellius and his German legions and committed suicide.









otic

 
/ˈōtik, ˈätik/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the ear.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
ōtikos

 , from 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear.’






-otic





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives and nouns corresponding to nouns ending in 
-osis

 (such as 
neurotic

 corresponding to 
neurosis

 ).











– origin

 from French 
-otique

 , via Latin from the Greek adjectival ending 
-ōtikos

 .





-otically





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-otic

 (such as 
neurotically

 corresponding to 
neurotic

 ).











– origin

 see -otic
 , -ly
 2
 .





otiose

 
/ˈōdēˌōs ˈōSHēˌōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving no practical purpose or result




•
 
he did fuss, uttering otiose explanations.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 indolent; idle.








II.
 
derivatives





otiosely






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
otiosus

 , from 
otium

 ‘leisure.’





Otis, Elisha

 
/ˈōtis/






(1811–61), US inventor and manufacturer; full name 
Elisha Graves Otis

 . In 1852, he produced the first efficient elevator with a safety device. Five years later he installed the first public elevator for passengers in a New York department store.









Otis, James






(1725–83), American statesman. He led the majority in the Massachusetts legislature 1766–69 and opposed various revenue acts imposed by the British.









otitis

 
/ōˈtīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the ear, usually distinguished as 
otitis externa

 (of the passage of the outer ear), 
otitis media

 (of the middle ear), and 
otitis interna

 (of the inner ear; labyrinthitis).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear’ + -itis
 .





oto-





I.
 
combining form




(used chiefly in medical terms) of or relating to the ears




•
 
otoscope.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear.’






otocyst

 
/ˈōdəˌsist/






noun




another term for statocyst
 .













otolaryngology

 
/ˌōdōˌlerəNGˈɡäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of diseases of the ear and throat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
otolaryngological

 
/-rəNGɡəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
otolaryngologist

 
/-jist /






noun






















otolith

 
/ˈōdlˌiTH/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 each of three small oval calcareous bodies in the inner ear of vertebrates, involved in sensing gravity and movement.








II.
 
derivatives





otolithic

 
/ˌōtlˈiTHik /






adjective





















otology

 
/ōˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the anatomy and diseases of the ear.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
otological

 
/ˌōtəˈläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
otologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















Otomanguean

 
/ˌōtōˈmäNGɡēən, -ˈmaNG-/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a family of American Indian languages of central and southern Mexico, including Mixtec and Zapotec.











– origin

 1940s: from Otomi
 + 
Mangue

 (an extinct language of Costa Rica) + -an
 .






Otomi

 
/ˌōdəˈmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people inhabiting parts of central Mexico.




2.
 
the Otomanguean language of the Otomi.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Otomi or their language.











– origin

 via American Spanish from Nahuatl 
otomih

 , literally ‘unknown.’





O'Toole, Peter

 
/ōˈto͞ol/






(1932–2013), British actor, born in Ireland; full name 
Peter Seamus O'Toole

 . He is noted for his portrayals of eccentric characters. Notable movies: 
Lawrence of Arabia

 (1962), 
Becket

 (1964), 
Lion in Winter

 (1968), 
Goodbye, Mr. Chips

 (1969), and 
The Last Emperor

 (1987). He received an honorary Academy Award in 2003.









otoplasty

 
/ˈōdəˌplastē/






noun




a surgical operation to restore or enhance the appearance of an ear or the ears.













otorhinolaryngology

 
/ˌōdōˌrīnōˌlerəNGˈɡäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of diseases of the ear, nose, and throat.








II.
 
derivatives





otorhinolaryngologist

 
/ˌōdōˌrīnōˌlerənˈɡäləjəst /






noun





















otosclerosis

 
/ˌōdōskləˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a hereditary disorder causing progressive deafness due to overgrowth of bone in the inner ear.








II.
 
derivatives





otosclerotic

 
/-ˈrätik /






adjective






















otoscope

 
/ˈōdəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




an instrument designed for visual examination of the eardrum and the passage of the outer ear, typically having a light and a set of lenses.

Also called auriscope
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
otoscopic

 
/ˌōtəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
otoscopically

 
/ˌōtəˈskäpik(ə)lē /






adverb





















ototoxic

 
/ˌōdəˈtäksik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 having a toxic effect on the ear or its nerve supply.








II.
 
derivatives





ototoxicity

 
/-täkˈsisitē /






noun





















Otranto, Strait of

 
/ōˈträntō, ˈôträntō/






a channel that links the Adriatic Sea with the Ionian Sea and separates the “heel” of Italy from Albania.









OTS

 
O.T.S.






abbreviation




Officers' Training School.













ottava rima

 
/ōˌtävə ˈrēmə/





I.
 
noun




a form of poetry consisting of stanzas of eight lines of ten or eleven syllables, rhyming 
abababcc

 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘eighth rhyme.’





Ottawa

 
/ˈädəwə/






the federal capital of Canada, in southeastern Ontario, on the Ottawa River; pop. 812,129 (2006). From its founding in 1827 until 1854, it was named Bytown after 
Colonel John By

 (1779–1836).









otter

 
/ˈädər/





I.
 
noun




a semiaquatic fish-eating mammal of the weasel family, with an elongated body, dense fur, and webbed feet.

[
Lutra

 and other genera, family 
Mustelidae

 : several species, including the 
river otter

 (
L. canadensis

 ). See also sea otter
 .]











– origin

 Old English 
otr

 , 
ot(t)or

 , of Germanic origin; related to Greek 
hudros

 ‘water snake.’





otter board






noun




either of a pair of boards or metal plates attached to each side of the mouth of a trawl net at an angle that keeps the net open as it is pulled through the water.













otterhound

 
/ˈädərˌhound/






noun




a large dog of a breed with a long rough coat, used in otter hunting.













otter shrew






noun




a semiaquatic mammal of the tenrec family, with a sleek body and long tail, native to central and West Africa.

[Genera 
Potamogale

 and 
Micropotamogale

 , family 
Tenrecidae

 : three species, including the 
giant otter shrew

 (
P. velox

 ), which resembles an otter.]













otter trawl






noun




a trawl net fitted with an otter board.













otto

 
/ˈädō/






noun




another term for attar
 .













Otto, Nikolaus August

 
/ˈätō, ˈôtō/






(1832–91), German engineer, whose name is given to 
Otto cycle

 , the four-stroke cycle on which most internal combustion engines work.









ottocento

 
/ˌôdōˈCHen(t)ō/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the 19th century in Italy.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘800’ (shortened from 
milottocento

 ‘1800’), used with reference to the years 1800–99.





Otto I






(912–73), king of the Germans 936–973, Holy Roman Emperor 962–973; known as 
Otto the Great

 . As king of the Germans he carried out a policy of eastward expansion, and as Holy Roman Emperor he established a presence in Italy to rival that of the papacy.









ottoman

 
/ˈädəmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low upholstered seat, or footstool, without a back or arms that typically serves also as a box, with the seat hinged to form a lid.




2.
 
a heavy ribbed fabric made from silk and either cotton or wool, typically used for coats.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
ottomane

 , feminine of 
ottoman

 ‘Ottoman.’






Ottoman

 
/ˈädəmən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to the Turkish dynasty of Osman I (Othman I).




2.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to the branch of the Turks to which he belonged.




3.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to the Ottoman Empire ruled by his successors.




4.
 


‹historical›

 Turkish.








II.
 
noun




a Turk, especially of the period of the Ottoman Empire.











– origin

 based on Arabic 
῾uṯmānī

 (adjective), from 
῾Uṯmān

 ‘Othman.’





Ottoman Empire






the Turkish empire, established in northern Anatolia by Osman I at the end of the 13th century and expanded by his successors to include all of Asia Minor and much of southeastern Europe. After setbacks caused by the invasion of the Mongol ruler Tamerlane in 1402, the Ottomans captured Constantinople in 1453, and the empire reached its zenith under Suleiman in the mid 16th century. It had greatly declined by the 19th century and collapsed after World War I.









ou

 
/ˈōˌo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a fruit-eating Hawaiian honeycreeper with a stout bill and green and yellow plumage.

Compare with o-o
 . [
Psittirostra psittacea

 , family 
Drepanididae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: the name in Hawaiian.





ouabain

 
/wäˈbī-in, -ˈbā-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic compound obtained from certain trees, used as a very rapid cardiac stimulant. It is a polycyclic glycoside.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via French from Somali 
wabayo

 , denoting a tree that yields poison (used on arrow points) containing ouabain.





Ouachita Mountains

 
/ˌwäSHiˌtô ˈmount(ə)nz/






a low range in western Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma, south of the Ozark Plateau.









Ouachita River






a river that flows for 600 miles (970 km) across western Arkansas and into northern Louisiana, where it is known in part as the Black River and empties into the Red River.









Ouagadougou

 
/ˌwäɡəˈdo͞oɡo͞o/






the capital of Burkina Faso; pop. 1,149,000 (est. 2007).









ouananiche

 
/ˌwänəˈnēSH/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a salmon of landlocked populations living in lakes in Labrador and Newfoundland.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Canadian French from Algonquian.





oubliette

 
/ˌo͞oblēˈet/





I.
 
noun




a secret dungeon with access only through a trapdoor in its ceiling.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
oublier

 ‘forget.’





ouch

 
/ouCH/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express pain.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the mid 17th cent.





oud

 
/o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a form of lute or mandolin played principally in Arab countries.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Arabic 
al-῾ūd

 .





Oudh

 
/oud /

 
Audh
 , Awadh






a region of northern India. Joined with Agra in 1877, it formed the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh in 1902 and was renamed Uttar Pradesh in 1950.










ought1


 
/ôt/





I.
 
modal verb

 — [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
used to indicate duty or correctness, typically when criticizing someone's actions




•
 
they ought to respect the law




•
 
it ought not to be allowed.










2.
 
used to indicate a desirable or expected state




•
 
he ought to be able to take the initiative.










3.
 
used to give or ask advice




•
 
you ought to go.










4.
 
used to indicate something that is probable




•
 
five minutes ought to be enough time.

















– origin

 Old English 
āhte

 , past tense of 
āgan

 ‘owe’ (see owe
 ). / 
usage:

 The verb 
ought

 is a modal verb, which means that, grammatically, it does not behave like ordinary verbs. In particular, the negative is formed with the word 
not

 by itself, without auxiliary verbs such as 
do

 or 
have

 . Thus the standard construction for the negative is he 
ought not

 to go. Note that the preposition to is required in both negative and positive statements: we ought to accept her offer, or we ought not to accept her offer (not we ought accept or we ought not accept). The alternative forms he 
didn't ought

 to have gone and he 
hadn't ought

 to have gone, formed as if 
ought

 were an ordinary verb rather than a modal verb, are not acceptable in formal English. Reserve 
ought

 for expressing obligation, duty, or necessity, and use 
should

 for expressing suitability or appropriateness.





ought2


 
/ôt/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for aught
 2
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from 
an ought

 , by wrong division of 
a nought

 ; compare with adder
 .





ought3


 
/ôt/






pronoun




variant spelling of aught
 1
 .













oughtn't

 
/ˈôtnt/






contraction




ought not.













ouguiya

 
/o͞oˈɡēə /

 
ougiya





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Mauritania, equal to five khoums.











– origin

 via French from Mauritanian Arabic, from Arabic 
'ūḳiyya

 , from Greek 
ounkia

 , from Latin 
uncia

 ‘ounce.’





Ouija board

 
/ˈwēːəbôːrd/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a board printed with letters, numbers, and other signs, to which a planchette or movable indicator points, supposedly in answer to questions from people at a seance.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of uncertain origin: possibly from French 
oui

 ‘yes’ + German 
ja

 ‘yes.’






ounce1


 
/ouns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
oz

 )
 — a unit of weight of one sixteenth of a pound avoirdupois (approximately 28 grams).




2.
 
a unit of one twelfth of a pound troy or apothecaries' measure, equal to 480 grains (approximately 31 grams).




3.
 
a very small amount of something




•
 
Robin summoned up 
every ounce of

 strength.










4.
 
short for fluid ounce
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
unce

 , from Latin 
uncia

 ‘twelfth part (of a pound or foot)’; compare with inch
 1
 .






ounce2


 
/ouns/





I.
 
noun




another term for snow leopard
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
once

 , earlier 
lonce

 (the 
l-

 being misinterpreted as the definite article), based on Latin 
lynx

 , 
lync-

 (see lynx
 ).





our

 
/ˈou(ə)r är/





I.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with the speaker and one or more other people previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
Jo and I had our hair cut.










2.
 
belonging to or associated with people in general




•
 
when we hear a sound, our brains identify the source quickly.










3.
 
used by a writer, editor, or monarch to refer to something belonging to or associated with himself or herself




•
 
we want to know what you, our readers, think.

















– origin

 Old English 
ūre

 , of Germanic origin; related to us
 and German 
unser

 .





-our1







suffix






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant spelling of -or
 1
 (as in 
saviour

 ).













-our2







suffix






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant spelling of -or
 3
 surviving in some nouns such as 
ardour

 , 
colour

 .













Our Lady

 

‹Christian Church›







used as a title for the Virgin Mary (see Mary
 1
 ).









ours

 
/ˈou(ə)rz ärz/






possessive pronoun




used to refer to a thing or things belonging to or associated with the speaker and one or more other people previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
ours was the ugliest house on the block




•
 
this chat 
of ours

 is strictly between us.



















ourself

 
/ou(ə)rˈself ärˈself/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person plural

 ]


1.
 
used instead of “ourselves,” typically when “we” refers to people in general rather than a definite group of people


[
reflexive

 ]


•
 
we must choose which aspects of ourself to express to the world




•
 [
emphatic

 ]
 
this is our affair—we deal with it ourself.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 used instead of “myself” by a sovereign or other person in authority.











usage:

 The standard reflexive form corresponding to 
we

 and 
us

 is 
ourselves

 , as in we can blame only 
ourselves

 . The singular form 
ourself

 , first recorded in the 14th century, is sometimes used in modern English, typically where 
we

 refers to people in general. This use, though logical, is uncommon and not widely accepted in standard English. See also usage at themself
 and they
 .






ourselves

 
/ou(ə)rˈselvz ärˈselvz/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person plural

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used as the object of a verb or preposition when this is the same as the subject of the clause and the subject is the speaker and one or more other people considered together




•
 
for this we can only blame ourselves.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — we or us personally (used to emphasize the speaker and one or more other people considered together)




•
 
we invented it ourselves.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(not) be ourselves






see be oneself
 , not be oneself
 at be
 .









2.
 
by ourselves






see ourselves
 at by
 .


















-ous





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives:




2.
 
characterized by; of the nature of




•
 
dangerous




•
 
mountainous.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting an element in a lower valence




•
 
ferrous




•
 
sulfurous.







Compare with -ic
 .











– origin

 from Anglo-Norman French, or Old French 
-eus

 , from Latin 
-osus

 .





Ouse

 
/o͞oz/





I.
 
(also 
Great Ouse

 )
 — a river in eastern England that rises in the county of Northamptonshire and flows east and then north for 160 miles (257 km) through East Anglia to the Wash near King's Lynn.




II.
 
a river in northeastern England that forms at the confluence of the Ure and Swale rivers and flows southeast for 57 miles (92 km) through York to the Humber estuary.




III.
 
a river in southeastern England that flows southeast for 30 miles (48 km) to the English Channel.




IV.
 
(also 
Little Ouse

 )
 — a river in East Anglia that forms a tributary of the Great Ouse.









-ously





I.
 
suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ous

 (such as 
dangerously

 corresponding to 
dangerous

 ).











– origin

 see -ous
 , -ly
 2
 .





-ousness





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ous

 (such as 
dangerousness

 corresponding to 
dangerous

 ).











– origin

 see -ous
 -ness
 .





oust

 
/oust/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive out or expel (someone) from a position or place




•
 
he ousted a long-term incumbent by only 500 votes.










2.
 


[Law]

 deprive (someone) of or exclude (someone) from possession of something.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term): from Anglo-Norman French 
ouster

 ‘take away,’ from Latin 
obstare

 ‘oppose, hinder.’





ouster

 
/ˈoustər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 dismissal or expulsion from a position




•
 
a showdown that may lead to his ouster as leader of the party.










2.
 


[Law]

 ejection from a freehold or other possession; deprivation of an inheritance.














out

 
/out/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
moving or appearing to move away from a particular place, especially one that is enclosed or hidden




•
 
he walked out into the street




•
 
watch the stars come out.










2.
 
situated or operating in the open air, not in buildings




•
 
the search-and-rescue team have been out looking for you.










3.
 
no longer detained in custody or in jail




•
 
they would be out on bail in no time.










4.
 
situated far or at a particular distance from somewhere




•
 
an old farmhouse right out in the middle of nowhere




•
 
they lived eight miles 
out of

 town




•
 
the team had put on a marvelous display out in Georgia.










5.
 
to sea, away from the land




•
 
the fleet put out from Cyprus.










6.
 
(of the tide) falling or at its lowest level




•
 
the tide was going out.










7.
 
away from home




•
 
he's gone out.










8.
 
in a public place for purposes of pleasure or entertainment




•
 
an evening out at a restaurant.










9.
 
indicating a specified distance away from the goal line or finishing line




•
 
he scored from 70 meters out.










10.
 
so as to be revealed or known




•
 
find out what you can.










11.
 
aloud; so as to be heard




•
 
Miss Beard cried out in horror.










12.
 
at or to an end




•
 
the romance fizzled out.










13.
 
so as to be finished or complete




•
 
I'll leave them to fight it out




•
 
I typed out the poem.










14.
 
(in various other completive uses)




•
 
the crowd had thinned out




•
 
he crossed out a word.










15.
 
(of a light or fire) so as to be extinguished or no longer burning




•
 
at ten o'clock the lights went out.










16.
 
(of a stain or mark) no longer visible; removed




•
 
try to get the stain out.










17.
 
(of a party, politician, etc.) not in office.




18.
 
(of a jury) considering its verdict in secrecy.








II.
 
preposition




through to the outside




•
 
he ran out the door.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not at home or at one's place of work




•
 
if he called, she'd pretend to be out.










2.
 
revealed or made public




•
 
the secret was soon out.










3.
 
(of a flower) in bloom; open.




4.
 
published




•
 
the book should be out before the end of the month.










5.
 


‹informal›

 in existence or in use




•
 
it works as well as any system that's out.










6.
 
not concealing one's homosexuality




•
 
I had been out since I was seventeen.










7.
 
no longer alight; extinguished




•
 
the fire was nearly out.










8.
 
at an end




•
 
school was out for the summer.










9.
 


‹informal›

 no longer in fashion




•
 
life in the fast lane is out.










10.
 
not possible or worth considering




•
 
a trip to the seaside is out.










11.
 
in a state of unconsciousness.




12.
 


[Boxing]

 unable to rise before the count of ten.




13.
 
mistaken; in error




•
 
he was slightly out in his calculations.










14.
 
(of the ball in tennis and similar games) outside the designated playing area.




15.
 


[Baseball]

 
[Cricket]

 no longer batting or on base, having had one's turn ended by the team in the field




•
 
the Yankees are out in the ninth




•
 
Johnson was out at second.














IV.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a way of escaping from a problem or dilemma




•
 
he was desperately looking for an out.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 an act of putting a player out.




3.
 
(
the outs

 )
 — the political party or politicians not in office.








V.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come or go out; emerge




•
 
the truth will out.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 reveal the homosexuality of (a prominent person).








VI.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the outs






in disagreement or dispute




•
 
on the outs with established political trends.















2.
 
out and about






(of a person, especially after inactivity) engaging in normal activity.









3.
 
out for






intent on having




•
 
he was out for a good time.















4.
 
out of

 
/ˈout əv /





a.
 
indicating the source or derivation of something; from




•
 
a bench fashioned out of a fallen tree trunk




•
 
you should not expect too much out of life.










b.
 
having (the thing mentioned) as a motivation




•
 
she did it out of spite.










c.
 
indicating the dam of a pedigree animal, especially a horse.




d.
 
from among (a number)




•
 
nine times out of ten.










e.
 
not having (a particular thing)




•
 
they had run out of cash.















5.
 
out of it

 

‹informal›






a.
 
not included; rejected




•
 
I hate feeling out of it.










b.
 
unaware of what is happening as a result of being uninformed.




c.
 
unable to think or react properly as a result of being drowsy.









6.
 
out to






keenly striving to




•
 
they were out to impress.















7.
 
out with






an exhortation to expel or dismiss (an unwanted person or thing).









8.
 
out with it






say what you are thinking.















– origin

 Old English 
ūt

 (adverb), 
ūtian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
uit

 and German 
aus

 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
out

 as a preposition (rather than the standard prepositional phrase 
out of

 ), as in he threw it 
out

 the window, is common in informal contexts, and is standard in American, Australian, and New Zealand English. Traditionalists do not accept it as part of standard British English, however.






out-

 
/out/






prefix



1.
 
to the point of surpassing or exceeding




•
 
outfight




•
 
outperform.










2.
 
external; separate; from outside




•
 
outbuildings




•
 
outpatient.










3.
 
away from; outward




•
 
outbound




•
 
outpost.



















outact

 
/ˌoutˈakt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surpass (someone) in acting or performing something.













outage

 
/ˈoudij/






noun




a period when a power supply or other service is not available or when equipment is closed down.













out-and-out

 
/ˈoud ən ˈout/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
in every respect; absolute; without question




•
 
an out-and-out crook.



















out-and-outer

 
/ˌoudənˈoudər/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing that possesses a particular quality to an extreme degree.













outback

 
/ˈoutˌbak/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the outback

 )


1.
 
the remote and usually uninhabited inland regions of Australia.




2.
 
any remote or sparsely populated region.








II.
 
derivatives





outbacker






noun





















outbalance

 
/ˌoutˈbaləns/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be more valuable, important, or influential than; make up for




•
 
their high capacity outbalances this defect.



















out basket






noun




an outbox.













outbid

 
/ˌoutˈbid/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer to pay a higher price for something (than another person)




•
 
residential builders could always outbid any farmer for the land.



















outboard

 
/ˈoutˌbô(ə)rd/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
on, toward, or near the outside, especially of a ship or other vehicle


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the outboard rear seats




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the chart table faces outboard.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — (of a motor) portable and usually mounted on the outside of the stern of a boat.




3.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — (of an electronic accessory) in a separate container from the device with which it is used.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an outboard motor.




2.
 
a boat with an outboard motor.








III.
 
phrases





outboard of






to the outside or on the far side of




•
 
the controls are placed just outboard of the wheel.























outbound

 
/ˈoutbound/






adjective, adverb




traveling away from a particular place, especially on the first leg of a round trip


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an outbound flight




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
flying outbound.



















outbox

 
/ˈoutbäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a box or tray on a person's desk for outgoing letters and documents that have been dealt with.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a folder in which emails written by an individual are held before being sent.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌoutˈbäks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Boxing]

 defeat (an opponent) by superior boxing ability.













outbrave

 
/ˌoutˈbrāv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
face (something) with a show of brave defiance




•
 
he sat outfacing his accusers, and outbraving their accusations.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 outdo in bravery.













outbreak

 
/ˈoutˌbrāk/






noun




the sudden or violent start of something unwelcome, such as war, disease, etc.




•
 
the outbreak of World War II.



















outbreed

 
/ˌoutˈbrēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
outbreeding

 )


1.
 
breed from parents not closely related




•
 
many specific genetic factors are known that regulate the degree of outbreeding.



















outbuilding

 
/ˈoutˌbildiNG/






noun




a building, such as a shed, barn, or garage, on the same property but separate from a more important one, such as a house.













outburst

 
/ˈoutˌbərst/






noun



1.
 
a sudden release of strong emotion




•
 
“she screamed at him about it one day,” said one source who witnessed the outburst.










2.
 
a sudden outbreak of a particular activity




•
 
a wild outburst of applause.










3.
 
a volcanic eruption.




4.
 


[Physics]

 a sudden emission of energy or particles




•
 
a very dramatic outburst of neutrons.



















outcall

 
/ˈoutkôl/






noun




a visit by an escort, prostitute, etc., to the address of the caller.













outcast

 
/ˈoutˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a person who has been rejected by society or a social group.








II.
 
adjective




rejected or cast out




•
 
made to feel outcast and inadequate.



















outcaste





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈoutˌkast /



1.
 
(in Hindu society) a person who has no caste or has been expelled from a caste.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/outˈkast /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to lose one's caste




•
 
he has deliberately elected to outcaste himself.



















outclass

 
/ˌoutˈklas/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be far superior to




•
 
they totally outclassed us in the first half.



















outcome

 
/ˈoutˌkəm/






noun




the way a thing turns out; a consequence




•
 
it is the outcome of the vote that counts.



















outcompete

 
/ˌoutkəmˈpēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surpass (someone) in competition




•
 
they were outcompeted by their foreign rivals.










2.
 


[Biology]

 displace (another species) in the competition for space, food, or other resources.













outcrop

 
/ˈoutˌkräp/





I.
 
noun




a rock formation that is visible on the surface




•
 
dramatic limestone outcrops.














II.
 
verb

 — (often as 
noun

 
outcropping

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appear as an outcrop.








III.
 
derivatives





outcropping






noun





















outcross





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌoutˈkrôs, -ˈkräs /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breed (an animal or plant) with one not closely related.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈoutˌkrôs, -ˈkräs /



1.
 
an animal or plant produced as the result of outcrossing.













outcry

 
/ˈoutˌkrī/






noun



1.
 
an exclamation or shout




•
 
an outcry of spontaneous passion.










2.
 
a strong expression of public disapproval or anger




•
 
the public outcry over the bombing.



















outdated

 
/ˌoutˈdādəd/





I.
 
adjective




out of date; obsolete.








II.
 
derivatives





outdatedness






noun





















outdistance

 
/ˌoutˈdistəns/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave (a competitor or pursuer) far behind




•
 
she could maintain a fast enough pace to outdistance any pursuers.



















outdo

 
/ˌoutˈdo͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be more successful than




•
 
the men tried to outdo each other in their generosity




•
 


not to be outdone

 , Vicky and Laura reached the same standard.



















outdoor

 
/ˈoutˌdôr/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done, situated, or used out of doors




•
 
a huge outdoor concert.










2.
 
(of a person) fond of the open air or open-air activities




•
 
a rugged, outdoor type.



















outdoors

 
/ˌoutˈdôrz/





I.
 
adverb




in or into the open air; outside a building or shelter




•
 
it was warm enough to eat outdoors.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the outdoors

 )


1.
 
any area outside buildings or shelter, typically far away from human habitation




•
 
a lover of 
the great outdoors

 .



















outdoorsman

 
/outˈdôrzmən/






noun




a person who spends a lot of time outdoors or doing outdoor activities.













outdoorsy

 
/ˌoutˈdôrzē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of, associated with, or fond of the outdoors




•
 
the outdoorsy fragrance of pines.



















outdraw

 
/ˌoutˈdrô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or event) attract a larger crowd than (another person or event)




•
 
the stores in Paris outdraw both the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower.



















outdrink

 
/ˌoutˈdriNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink more alcohol than (another person).













outdrive

 
/ˌoutˈdrīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive a golf ball farther than (another player)




•
 
he outdrove his playing partners by as much as seventy-five yards.










2.
 
drive a vehicle better or faster than (someone else)




•
 
he knew he couldn't outdrive the police.














II.
 
noun




the portion of an inboard-outboard engine that is outside the hull, providing steering and propulsion.














outer

 
/ˈoudər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
outside; external




•
 
the outer door.










2.
 
further from the center or inside




•
 
the outer hall at the museum's main entrance.










3.
 
(especially in place names) more remote




•
 
Outer Mongolia.










4.
 
objective or physical; not subjective.











– origin

 late Middle English: from out
 + -er
 2
 , replacing earlier utter
 1
 .





Outer Banks






a chain of barrier islands extending southward for 175 miles (282 km) along the coast of North Carolina, consisting largely of sand dunes and serving as a buffer against the Atlantic Ocean.









outercourse

 
/ˈoudərˌkôrs/





I.
 
noun




sexual stimulation that excludes penile penetration.











– origin

 1980s: blend of outer
 and intercourse
 .





Outer Mongolia






see Mongolia
 .









outermost

 
/ˈoudərˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
farthest from the center




•
 
the outermost layer of the earth.














II.
 
pronoun




the one that is farthest from the center




•
 
the orbit of the outermost of these eight planets.



















outer planet






noun




a planet whose orbit lies outside the asteroid belt, i.e., Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, or Neptune.














outer space

 
/ˌoudər ˈspās/






noun




the physical universe beyond the earth's atmosphere.













outerwear

 
/ˈoudərˌwer/






noun




clothing worn over other clothes, especially for the outdoors.













outface

 
/ˌoutˈfās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disconcert or defeat (an opponent) by bold confrontation




•
 
to outface twenty-five or thirty antagonistic men.



















outfall

 
/ˈoutˌfôl/






noun




the place where a river, drain, or sewer empties into the sea, a river, or a lake.













outfield

 
/ˈoutˌfēld/






noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 the grassy area beyond the infield.




2.
 


[Cricket]

 the part of the field furthest from the wicket.




3.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the players stationed in the outfield, collectively.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Soccer]

 relating to or denoting all of the players in a team apart from the goalkeeper




•
 
the outfield players




•
 
he has played in all of the outfield positions during his career.










5.
 
the outlying land of a farm.













outfielder

 
/ˈoutˌfēldər/






noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a player positioned on the grassy area beyond the infield.




2.
 


[Cricket]

 a player positioned on the part of the field furthest from the wicket.













outfight

 
/ˌoutˈfīt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fight better than and beat (an opponent).













outfit

 
/ˈoutˌfit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of clothes worn together, typically for a particular occasion or purpose




•
 
a riding outfit.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a group of people undertaking a particular activity together, as a group of musicians, a military unit, or a business concern




•
 
Tom was the brains of the outfit.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a complete set of equipment or articles needed for a particular purpose




•
 
a repair outfit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with a set of clothes




•
 
an auction of dolls outfitted by world-famous designers




•
 
he outfitted himself in the best gray suit he could afford.










2.
 
provide with equipment




•
 
planes outfitted with sophisticated electronic gear.



















outfitter

 
/ˈoutˌfidər /

 
outfitters






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an establishment that sells clothing, equipment, and services, especially for outdoor activities




•
 
an outfitter that provides professional guides.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 an establishment that sells men's clothing.













outflank

 
/ˌoutˈflaNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move around the side of (an enemy) so as to outmaneuver them




•
 
the Germans had sought to outflank them from the northeast.










2.
 
outwit




•
 
an attempt to outflank the opposition.



















outflow

 
/ˈoutˌflō/






noun



1.
 
a large amount of money, liquid, or people that moves or is transferred out of a place




•
 
an outflow of foreign currency.










2.
 


[Meteorology]

 the outward flow of air from a weather system, associated with wind shift and temperature drop.













outflowing

 
/ˈoutˌflōiNG/






noun




something that flows out.













outfly

 
/ˌoutˈflī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fly faster, farther, or with more agility than




•
 
a high-powered combat aircraft that can outfly anything.



















outfox

 
/ˌoutˈfäks/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 defeat or deceive (someone) by being more clever or cunning than they are; outwit.













outgas

 
/ˌoutˈɡas/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release or give off (a substance) as a gas or vapor




•
 
glue may outgas smelly volatile organic compounds




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
samples are heated and begin to outgas.



















outgeneral

 
/ˌoutˈjen(ə)rəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
get the better of by superior strategy or tactics.














outgo





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈoutɡō /



1.
 
the outlay of money




•
 
the secret of success lies in the relation of income to outgo.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/outˈɡō /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 go faster than




•
 
he on horseback outgoes him on foot.



















outgoing

 
/ˈoutˌɡōiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
friendly and socially confident




•
 
she's an extremely affable, jovial, outgoing type of person.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — leaving an office or position, especially after an election defeat or completed term of office




•
 
the outgoing governor.










3.
 
going out or away from a particular place




•
 
incoming and outgoing calls.














II.
 
noun

 — (
outgoings

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 a person's regular expenditure.













outgross

 
/ˌoutˈɡrōs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surpass in gross income or profit




•
 
the film has outgrossed all other movie comedies.



















out-group






noun



1.
 


[Sociology]

 those people who do not belong to a specific in-group.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a group of organisms not belonging to the group whose evolutionary relationships are being investigated.













outgrow

 
/ˌoutˈɡrō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grow too big for (something)




•
 
babies outgrow their first car seat at six to nine months.










2.
 
leave behind as one matures




•
 
is it a permanent injury, or will the colt outgrow it?










3.
 
grow faster or taller than




•
 
the more vigorous plants outgrow their weaker neighbors.



















outgrowth

 
/ˈoutˌɡrōTH/






noun



1.
 
something that grows out of something else




•
 
outgrowths at the base of the leaf.










2.
 
a natural development or result of something




•
 
the book is an imaginative outgrowth of practical criticism.










3.
 
the process of growing out




•
 
with further outgrowth the radius and ulna develop.



















outguess

 
/ˌoutˈɡes/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
outwit (someone) by guessing correctly what they intend to do




•
 
a brilliant military commander outguesses the enemy.



















outgun

 
/ˌoutˈɡən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
outgunned

 )


1.
 
have better or more weaponry than




•
 
offensives that overwhelmed the outgunned and outmanned armies.










2.
 
surpass in power or strength




•
 
the team were outgunned by the joint title favorites.



















outhaul

 
/ˈouthôl/






noun






[Sailing]

 a rope used to haul out the clew of a boom sail or the tack of a jib.













outhit

 
/ˌoutˈhit/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in baseball and other sports played with a ball) surpass (a player or a team) in hitting the ball into fair territory




•
 
we outscored them for the Series, 55–27, and outhit them, 91–60.



















outhouse

 
/ˈoutˌhous/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an outbuilding containing a toilet, typically with no plumbing.




2.
 
any outbuilding.













outie

 
/ˈoudē /

 
outy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a convex navel




•
 
her belly button is clearly an outie.

















– origin

 1970s: from out
 + -ie
 .





outing

 
/ˈoudiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trip taken for pleasure, especially one lasting a day or less




•
 
they would go on family outings to the movies.










2.
 
a brief journey from home




•
 
her daily outing to the stores.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an appearance in something, as an athletic event or show




•
 
her first screen outing in three years.










4.
 
the act or practice of revealing the homosexuality of a person.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘the action of going out or of expelling’): from the verb out
 + -ing
 1
 .





outing flannel






noun






(US)

 a type of flannelette with a short nap on both sides, used in infant clothing.













out island






noun




an island situated away from the mainland.













outland

 
/ˈoutˌland/





I.
 
noun




remote or distant territory




•
 
barbarian chiefs from the outlands.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
remote; distant.




2.
 
foreign




•
 
in the charge of outland kings.



















outlander

 
/ˈoutˌlandər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a foreigner; a stranger.













outlandish

 
/outˈlandiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
looking or sounding bizarre or unfamiliar




•
 
outlandish brightly colored clothes




•
 
the most outlandish ideas.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 foreign; alien.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
outlandishly

 
/outˈlandiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
outlandishness

 
/outˈlandiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ūtlendisc

 ‘not native,’ from 
ūtland

 ‘foreign country.’





outlast

 
/ˌoutˈlast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live or last longer than




•
 
the kind of beauty that will outlast youth.



















outlaw

 
/ˈoutˌlô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has broken the law, especially one who remains at large or is a fugitive.




2.
 
an intractable horse or other animal.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a person deprived of the benefit and protection of the law.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ban; make illegal




•
 
Maryland outlawed cheap small-caliber pistols




•
 (as 
adj.

 
outlawed

 )
 
the outlawed guerrilla group.










2.
 


‹historical›

 deprive (someone) of the benefit and protection of the law.








III.
 
derivatives





outlawry

 
/ˈoutˌlôrē /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
ūtlaga

 (noun), 
ūtlagian

 (verb), from Old Norse 
útlagi

 , noun from 
útlagr

 ‘outlawed or banished.’





outlaw country






noun




a genre of country music that draws from an earlier raw honky-tonk style, largely as a response to the more clean-cut image of mainstream country music.













outlay

 
/ˈoutlā/






noun




an amount of money spent on something.













outlet

 
/ˈoutˌlet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pipe or hole through which water or gas may escape.




2.
 
the mouth of a river.




3.
 
a point in an electrical circuit from which current may be drawn.




4.
 
a place from which goods are sold or distributed




•
 
a fast-food outlet.










5.
 
a market for goods




•
 
the indoor markets in Moscow were an outlet for surplus collective-farm produce.










6.
 
a retail store offering discounted merchandise, especially overstocked or irregular items.




7.
 
a means of expressing one's talents, energy, or emotions




•
 
writing became the main outlet for his energies.

















– origin

 Middle English: from out-
 + the verb let
 1
 .





outlet box






noun




a box for mounting wall outlets and connecting them to electrical wiring.













outlet pass






noun






[Basketball]

 a quick pass from a player who has just taken a rebound to a teammate who can initiate a fast break.













outlier

 
/ˈoutˌlīər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing situated away or detached from the main body or system




•
 
less accessible islands and outliers.










2.
 
a person or thing differing from all other members of a particular group or set




•
 
an outlier in Faulkner's body of work




•
 
then there are the corporate outliers, people who just don't fit into the culture of the company.










3.
 


[Geology]

 a younger rock formation isolated among older rocks.




4.
 


[Statistics]

 a data point on a graph or in a set of results that is very much bigger or smaller than the next nearest data point.













outline

 
/ˈoutˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or set of lines enclosing or indicating the shape of an object in a sketch or diagram




•
 
fill in the outlines with color.










2.
 
a line or set of lines perceived as defining the contours or bounds of an object




•
 
the outlines of her face.










3.
 
a general description or plan giving the essential features of something but not the detail




•
 
an outline of the theory of evolution




•
 
a course outline.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw, trace, or define the outer edge or shape of (something)




•
 
her large eyes were darkly outlined with eyeliner.










2.
 
give a summary of (something)




•
 
she outlined the case briefly.



















outliner

 
/ˈoutˌlīnər/






noun




a computer application that produces a hierarchically arranged outline of the logical structure of a text document.













outlive

 
/ˌoutˈliv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) live longer than (another person)




•
 
women generally outlive men.










2.
 
survive or last beyond (a specified period or expected lifespan)




•
 
the organization had largely 
outlived its usefulness

 .










3.
 


‹archaic›

 live through (an experience)




•
 
the world has outlived much.



















outlook

 
/ˈoutˌlo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a person's point of view or general attitude to life




•
 
broaden your 
outlook on

 life.










2.
 
a view




•
 
the pleasant outlook from the lodge window.










3.
 
a place from which a view is possible; a vantage point.




4.
 
the prospect for the future




•
 
the deteriorating economic outlook.



















outlying

 
/ˈoutˌlīiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated far from a center; remote




•
 
an outlying village.



















outman

 
/ˌoutˈman/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
outmanned

 )


1.
 
outnumber




•
 
the rebels are outmanned and outmatched in armaments.










2.
 
overpower with skill or physical strength




•
 
Mexico controlled the game and ran circles around the outmanned Guatemalan team.



















outmaneuver

 
/ˌoutməˈn(y)o͞ovər /

 


‹Brit.›

 outmanoeuvre






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evade (an opponent) by moving faster or with greater agility




•
 
the YF-22 can outmaneuver any fighter flying today.










2.
 
use skill and cunning to secure an advantage over (someone)




•
 
he would be able to outmaneuver his critics.



















outmatch

 
/ˌoutˈmaCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be superior to (an opponent or rival).













outmeasure

 
/ˌoutˈmeZHər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 exceed in quantity or extent.













outmigrant

 
/ˈoutˌmīɡrənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who has migrated from one place to another, especially within a country.








II.
 
derivatives





outmigration

 
/-mīˌɡrāSHən /






noun





















outmoded

 
/ˌoutˈmōdəd/





I.
 
adjective




old-fashioned.








II.
 
derivatives





outmodedness






noun





















outmost

 
/ˈoutˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective




farthest away




•
 
the outmost reaches of the empire.

















– origin

 Middle English: variant of 
utmest

 ‘utmost.’





outmuscle

 
/ˌoutˈməs(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dominate or defeat by virtue of superior strength or force.













outnumber

 
/ˌoutˈnəmbər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be more numerous than




•
 
women outnumbered men by three to one.



















out-of-body experience






noun




a sensation of being outside one's own body, typically of floating and being able to observe oneself from a distance.













out-of-court

 
/ˌoudəvˈkôrt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a settlement) made or done without a court decision.













out of date

 
/ˈˌoud əv ˈdāt/






adjective



1.
 
old-fashioned




•
 
everything in her wardrobe must be hopelessly out of date




•
 
an out-of-date kitchen.










2.
 
no longer valid or relevant




•
 
your passport is out of date.



















out-of-the-way

 
//






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) remote; secluded




•
 
an out-of-the-way rural district.










2.
 
dealt with or finished




•
 
economic recovery will begin once the election is out of the way.










3.
 
(of a person) no longer an obstacle or hindrance to someone's plans




•
 
why did Josie want her out of the way?










4.
 
unusual, exceptional, or remarkable




•
 
something very out of the way had happened.



















out-of-town





I.
 
adjective




situated, originating from, or taking place outside a town or city




•
 
a reception for influential out-of-town guests.














II.
 
derivatives





out-of-towner






noun





















outpace

 
/ˌoutˈpās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go, rise, or improve faster than




•
 
he took the pass and outpaced the defense to score in the corner




•
 
salsa sales now outpace those for ketchup.



















outparcel

 
/ˈoutˌpärsəl/






noun




a building lot separated or separable from a commercial development, the selling of which provides liquidity for the developer.













outpatient

 
/ˈoutˌpāSHənt/






noun




a patient who receives medical treatment without being admitted to a hospital




•
 
attending a clinic as an outpatient




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
treatment is done on an outpatient basis.



















outperform

 
/ˌoutpərˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform better than




•
 
an experienced employee will outperform the novice.










2.
 
(of an investment) be more profitable than




•
 
silver has outperformed the stock market.














II.
 
derivatives





outperformance

 
/-ˈfôrməns /






noun





















outplacement

 
/ˈoutplāsmənt/






noun




the provision of assistance to laid-off employees in finding new employment, either as a benefit provided by the employer directly, or through a specialist service.













outplay

 
/ˌoutˈplā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play better than




•
 
they outshot and in general just outplayed us.



















outpoint

 
/ˌoutˈpoint/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat (an opponent) on points




•
 
he retained his featherweight title by outpointing the Colombian in twelve rounds.










2.
 


[Nautical]

 sail closer to the wind than (another ship).













outpoll

 
/outˈpōl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
receive more votes than (another party or candidate).













outport

 
/ˈoutˌpôrt/






noun




a subsidiary port built near an existing one.













outpost

 
/ˈoutˌpōst/






noun



1.
 
a small military camp or position at some distance from the main force, used especially as a guard against surprise attack.




2.
 
a remote part of a country or empire.




3.
 
something regarded as an isolated or remote branch of something




•
 
the community is the last outpost of civilization in the far north.



















outpouring

 
/ˈoutˌpôriNG/






noun



1.
 
something that streams out rapidly




•
 
a massive outpouring of high-energy gamma rays.










2.
 
(often 
outpourings

 )
 — an outburst of strong emotion




•
 
spontaneous outpourings of affection and support




•
 
the unprecedented outpouring of tearful grief.



















outpsych

 
/ˌoutˈsīk /

 
outpsyche






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 defeat by psychological influence or intimidation




•
 
each country tries to outpsych the other.



















output

 
/ˈoutˌpo͝ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amount of something produced by a person, machine, or industry




•
 
the diverse range of Liszt's output




•
 
efficiency can lead to higher outputs.










2.
 
the action or process of producing something




•
 
the output of epinephrine.










3.
 
the power, energy, or other results supplied by a device or system




•
 
the quality of the output from the printer is very good.










4.
 


[Electronics]

 a place where power or information leaves a system.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce, deliver, or supply (data) using a computer or other device




•
 
you can output the image directly to a video recording system.



















outrace

 
/ˌoutˈrās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exceed in speed, amount, or extent




•
 
demand for trained clergy is outracing the supply.




















outrage

 
/ˈoutˌrāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extremely strong reaction of anger, shock, or indignation




•
 
her voice trembled with outrage.










2.
 
an action or event causing anger, shock, or indignation




•
 
the decision was an outrage.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be outraged

 )


1.
 
arouse fierce anger, shock, or indignation in (someone)




•
 
he was outraged at this attempt to take his victory away from him.










2.
 
violate or infringe flagrantly (a principle, law, etc.)




•
 
their behavior outraged all civilized standards.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘lack of moderation’ and ‘violent behavior’): from Old French 
ou(l)trage

 , based on Latin 
ultra

 ‘beyond.’ Sense development has been affected by the belief that the word is a compound of out
 and rage
 .





outrageous

 
/outˈrājəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shockingly bad or excessive




•
 
an outrageous act of bribery.










2.
 
wildly exaggerated or improbable




•
 
the outrageous claims made by the previous administration.










3.
 
very bold, unusual, and startling




•
 
her outrageous leotards and sexy routines.














II.
 
derivatives





outrageousness

 
/outˈrājəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
outrageus

 , from 
outrage

 ‘excess’ (see outrage
 ).





outrageously

 
/outˈrājəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a shockingly bad or excessive way




•
 
I think Caroline has behaved outrageously




•
 
the food was outrageously priced




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
outrageously rich people.










2.
 
in a very bold and slightly shocking way




•
 
he flirted outrageously with his girlfriend's mother




•
 
the Carnival queens are outrageously dressed.



















outran

 
/ˌoutˈran/






past of outrun
 .









outrange

 
/ˌoutˈrānj/






verb




(of a gun or its user) have a longer range than.













outrank

 
/ˌoutˈraNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a higher rank than (someone else)




•
 
a father figure to many of the junior officers theoretically outranking him.










2.
 
be better, more important, or more significant than




•
 
fishing provided the chief employment, outranking both clothing and canning.



















outré

 
/o͞oˈtrā/





I.
 
adjective




unusual and startling




•
 
in 1975 the suggestion was considered outré—today it is orthodox.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘exceeded,’ past participle of 
outrer

 (see outrage
 ).





outreach





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈoutˌrēCH /



1.
 
the extent or length of reaching out.




2.
 
an organization's involvement with or activity in the community, especially in the context of social welfare




•
 
her goal is to increase educational outreach




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Phoenix's outreach effort to educate renters and homebuyers about their rights.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌoutˈrēCH /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach further than.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 stretch out one's arms.













Outremer

 
/ˈo͞otrəˌmer/





I.
 
a name applied to the medieval French crusader states, including Armenia, Antioch, Tripoli, and Jerusalem.







– origin

 from French 
outremer

 (adverb) ‘overseas,’ from 
outre

 ‘beyond’ + 
mer

 ‘sea.’





outride

 
/ˌoutˈrīd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride better, faster, or farther than.













outrider

 
/ˈoutˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person in a motor vehicle or on horseback who goes in front of or beside a vehicle as an escort or guard




•
 
an escort of police outriders.










2.
 


(US)

 a mounted official who escorts racehorses to the starting post.




3.
 


(US)

 a cowhand who prevents cattle from straying beyond a certain limit.








II.
 
derivatives





outriding

 
/ˌoutˈrīdiNG /






noun





















outrigger

 
/ˈoutˌriɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a beam, spar, or framework projecting from or over the side of a ship or boat.




2.
 
a float or secondary hull fixed parallel to a canoe or other boat to stabilize it.




3.
 
a boat fitted with an outrigger.




4.
 
a projecting support similar to an outrigger in another structure or vehicle.








II.
 
derivatives





outrigged

 
/-ˌriɡd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps influenced by the obsolete nautical term 
outligger

 , in the same sense.





outright

 
/ˈoutrīt/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
altogether; completely




•
 
logging has been banned outright.










2.
 
without reservation; openly




•
 
she couldn't ask him outright.










3.
 
immediately




•
 
the impact killed four horses outright.










4.
 
not by degrees or installments




•
 
they decided to buy the company outright.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
open and direct; not concealed




•
 
an outright refusal.










2.
 
total; complete




•
 
the outright abolition of the death penalty.










3.
 
undisputed; clear




•
 
an outright victory.



















outro

 
/ˈoutrō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the concluding section of a piece of music or a radio or television program




•
 
the intros, outros, and bridges of various segments.

















– origin

 1970s: from out
 , on the pattern of 
intro

 .






outrun

 
/ˌoutˈrən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run or travel faster or farther than.




2.
 
escape from




•
 
it's harder than anyone imagines to outrun destiny.










3.
 
go beyond; exceed




•
 
his courage outran his prudence.



















outrush

 
/ˌoutˈrəSH/





I.
 
noun




a rushing out of something; a sudden outpouring.








II.
 
derivatives





outrushing






adjective






















outsell

 
/ˌoutˈsel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell or be sold in greater quantities than




•
 
his first foray into the thriller area could well outsell his other books.




•
 
Garth Brooks is outselling Michael Jackson.



















outsert

 
/ˈoutsərt/





I.
 
noun




a piece of promotional material that is placed on the outside of a package, publication, or other product.











– origin

 1960s: from out
 + insert
 .





outset

 
/ˈoutˌset/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the start or beginning of something




•
 
a field of which he had known nothing at the outset and learned on the job.














II.
 
phrases





at (or from) the outset






at or from the beginning.

















outshine

 
/ˌoutˈSHīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine more brightly than.




2.
 
be much better than (someone) in a particular area




•
 
it is a shame when a mother outshines a daughter.



















outshoot

 
/ˌoutˈSHo͞ot/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot better than (someone else).




2.
 


[Sports]

 make or take more shots than (another player or team).













outshout

 
/outˈSHout/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shout louder than




•
 
each team tried to outshout the other.



















outside





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈoutsīd /



1.
 
the external side or surface of something




•
 
record the date on the outside of the file.










2.
 
the side of a bend or curve where the edge or surface is longer in extent.




3.
 
the side of a racetrack further from the center, where the lanes are longer.




4.
 
the external appearance of someone or something




•
 
was he as straight as he appeared 
on the outside

 ?










5.
 
(in basketball) the area beyond the perimeter of the defense




•
 
he often set up the Lakers' plays from the outside.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈoutsīd /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated on or near the exterior or external surface of something




•
 
put the outside lights on.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitch) passing home plate on the side of the plate away from the batter, not in the strike zone.




3.
 
(in soccer and other sports) denoting positions nearer to the sides of the field.




4.
 
(in basketball) taking place beyond the perimeter of the defense




•
 
he needs work on his outside shot.










5.
 
not belonging to or coming from within a particular group




•
 
I have some outside help.










6.
 
beyond one's own immediate personal concerns




•
 
I was able to face the outside world again.










7.
 
highest possible; greatest; maximum




•
 
new monthly charges that, according to outside estimates, may total $8 per line.














III.
 
preposition, adverb

 — 
/outˈsīd /



1.
 
situated or moving beyond the boundaries or confines of


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
there was a boy outside the door




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the dog was still barking outside




•
 
outside, the wind was as wild as ever.










2.
 
not being a member of (a particular group)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
those of us outside the university.










3.
 
(in football, soccer, and other sports) closer to the side of the field than (another player)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
Swift appeared outside him with Andrews on his left.










4.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — beyond the limits or scope of




•
 
the high cost of shipping has put it outside their price range.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the outside






(of an estimate) at the most




•
 
every minute, or at the outside, every ninety seconds.















2.
 
on the outside






away from or not belonging to a particular circle or institution




•
 
when you're on the outside, then you have a much better view of what they're doing.















3.
 
on the outside looking in






(of a person) excluded from a group or activity.









4.
 
an outside chance






a remote possibility.









5.
 
outside of





a.
 


‹informal›

 beyond the boundaries of




•
 
a village 20 miles outside of New York.










b.
 
apart from




•
 
outside of his family, nobody cares too much about him.





















usage:

 
Outside of

 tends to be more commonly used in the US than in Britain, where 
outside

 usually suffices, but, like its cousin off of, it is colloquial and not recommended for formal writing. (See usage at off
 .) The adverb 
outside

 is not problematic when referring to physical space, position, etc. (I'm going outside), but the compound preposition 
outside of

 is often used as a colloquial (and often inferior) way of saying except for, other than, apart from (outside of what I just mentioned, I can't think of any reason not to). Besides possibly sounding more informal than desired, 
outside of

 may cause misunderstanding by suggesting physical space or location when that is not the point to be emphasized, or when no such sense is intended—consider the ambiguity in this sentence: outside of China, he has few interests. Does this mean that his primary interest is China? Or does it mean that whenever he is not in China, he has few interests?





outside interest






noun




an interest or hobby not connected with one's work or studies.













outside line






noun




a telephone connection to an external dial tone, for outgoing calls.













outside money






noun






[Economics]

 money held in a form such as gold that is an asset for the holder and does not represent a corresponding liability for someone else.













outsider

 
/ˌoutˈsīdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who does not belong to a particular group.




2.
 
a person who is not accepted by or who is isolated from society.




3.
 
a competitor, applicant, etc., thought to have little chance of success




•
 
he started as a rank outsider for the title.



















outsider art





I.
 
noun




art produced by self-taught artists who are not part of the artistic establishment.








II.
 
derivatives





outsider artist






noun





















outsize

 
/ˌoutˈsīz/





I.
 
adjective




exceptionally large.








II.
 
noun




an exceptionally large person or thing, especially a garment made to measurements larger than the standard.














outskirts

 
/ˈoutˌskərts/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the outer parts of a town or city




•
 
the park was built 
on the outskirts of

 New York in 1857.










2.
 
the fringes of something




•
 
he likes to be on the outskirts of a discussion.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from out
 + skirt
 .





outsmart

 
/ˌoutˈsmärt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 defeat or get the better of (someone) by being clever or cunning




•
 
content with the illusion that they can outsmart the market.



















outsold

 
/ˌoutˈsōld/






past and past participle of outsell
 .









outsole

 
/ˈoutˌsōl/






noun




the outermost layer of the sole of a boot or shoe, especially an athletic shoe.














outsource

 
/ˈoutˌsôrs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain (goods or a service) from an outside or foreign supplier, especially in place of an internal source




•
 


outsourcing

 components 
from

 other countries




•
 (as 
noun

 
outsourcing

 )
 
outsourcing can dramatically lower total costs.










2.
 
contract (work) out or abroad




•
 
you may choose to 
outsource

 this function 
to

 another company or do it yourself.



















outspoken

 
/ˌoutˈspōkən/





I.
 
adjective




frank in stating one's opinions, especially if they are critical or controversial




•
 
he has been outspoken in his criticism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
outspokenly

 
/ˌoutˈspōk(ə)nlē /






adverb













2.
 
outspokenness

 
/ˌoutˈspōk(ə)nnəs /






noun





















outspread

 
/ˌoutˈspred/





I.
 
adjective




fully extended or expanded




•
 
outspread arms.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 spread out




•
 
that eagle outspreading his wings for flight.



















outstanding

 
/ˌoutˈstandiNG/






adjective



1.
 
exceptionally good




•
 
the team's outstanding performance.










2.
 
clearly noticeable




•
 
works of outstanding banality.










3.
 
remaining to be paid, done, or dealt with




•
 
there was a small charge outstanding




•
 
how much work is still outstanding?



















outstandingly

 
/ˌoutˈstandiNGlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
exceptionally




•
 
outstandingly beautiful gardens.



















outstare

 
/outˈster/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stare at (someone) for longer than they can stare back, typically in order to intimidate or disconcert them.













outstation

 
/ˈoutˌstāSHən/






noun




a branch of an organization situated at some distance from its headquarters.













outstay

 
/ˌoutˈstā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stay beyond the limit of (one's expected or permitted time)




•
 
employees who had outstayed their coffee break.














II.
 
phrases





outstay one's welcome






see welcome
 .

















outstep

 
/ˌoutˈstep/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 exceed.













outstretch

 
/ˌoutˈstreCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
outstretched

 )


1.
 
extend or stretch out (something, especially a hand or arm)




•
 
I walked with my arms outstretched.










2.
 
go beyond the limit of




•
 
their good intentions far outstretched their capacity to offer help.



















outstrip

 
/ˌoutˈstrip/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move faster than and overtake (someone else).




2.
 
exceed




•
 
supply far outstripped demand.



















outta

 
/ˈoudə /

 
outa






preposition




an informal contraction of “out of,” used in representing colloquial speech




•
 
we'd better get outta here.



















outtake

 
/ˈoutˌtāk/






noun




a scene or sequence filmed or recorded for a movie or program but not included in the final version.













out-talk

 
/ˌoutˈtôk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
outdo or overcome in talking or argumentation




•
 
whether you get ten years or go free can depend on whether your counsel can out-talk the other man's.



















outthink

 
/ˌoutˈTHiNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
outdo in thinking; outwit




•
 
machines that can outthink humans.



















outthrust

 
/ˈoutTHrəst/





I.
 
adjective




extended outward




•
 
with his outthrust foot he sent the man keeling over.














II.
 
noun




a thing that projects or is extended outward




•
 
root hairs are outthrusts from the root surface.



















outturn

 
/ˈoutˌtərn/






noun




the amount of something produced, especially money; output




•
 
the financial outturn.



















outvote

 
/ˌoutˈvōt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat by tallying a greater number of votes.














outward

 
/ˈoutwərd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, on, or from the outside




•
 
the vehicle's outward and interior appearance.










2.
 
relating to the external appearance of something rather than its true nature or substance




•
 
an outward display of friendliness.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 outer




•
 
the outward physical body.










4.
 
going out or away from a place




•
 
the outward voyage.














II.
 
adverb




away from the center or a particular point; toward the outside




•
 
a window that opens outward




•
 
the solar wind that rushes 
outward from

 the sun.














III.
 
derivatives





outwardness

 
/ˈoutwərdnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ūtweard

 (see out-
 , -ward
 ).





outward-bound






adjective




(of a ship or passenger) going away from home or point of origin




•
 
an outward-bound crude oil carrier.



















outwardly

 
/ˈoutwərdlē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
on the surface




•
 
an outwardly normal life




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
outwardly she seemed no different.










2.
 
on or from the outside




•
 
outwardly featureless modern offices




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
outwardly it's not a bad-looking car.



















outwards

 
/ˈoutwərdz/






adverb






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant of outward
 .













outwash

 
/ˈoutˌwôSH/






noun




material carried away from a glacier by meltwater and deposited beyond the moraine.













outwatch

 
/ˌoutˈwäCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 watch (something) until it disappears.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 keep awake beyond the end of




•
 
they outwatched the night, ever hopeful of a rescue.




















outwear

 
/outˈwer/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
last longer than




•
 
a material that will outwear any other waterproof sheeting.










2.
 
exhaust; wear out; wear away.













outweigh

 
/ˌoutˈwā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be heavier than




•
 
Bob outweighed him by more than twenty-five pounds.










2.
 
be greater or more significant than




•
 
the advantages greatly outweigh the disadvantages.



















outwent

 
/ˌoutˈwent/






past of outgo
 .









outwit

 
/ˌoutˈwit/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive or defeat by greater ingenuity




•
 
Ray had outwitted many an opponent.



















outwork

 
/ˈoutˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a section of a fortification or system of defense that is in front of the main part.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 work done outside the factory or office that provides it.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌoutˈwərk /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work harder, faster, or longer than




•
 
Irwin simply outworks his opponent.














III.
 
derivatives





outworker

 
/ˈoutˌwərkər /






noun





outwork
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)





















outworld

 
/ˈoutˌwərld/





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) an outlying or alien planet.








II.
 
derivatives





outworlder






noun





















outworn

 
/ˌoutˈwôrn/





I.
 
past participle of outwear
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
out of date




•
 
outworn prejudices.










2.
 
no longer usable or serviceable




•
 
outworn lead flashings.



















outyield

 
/ˌoutˈyēld/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce or yield more than




•
 
plantations outyield managed natural forest.



















ouzel

 
/ˈo͞ozəl /

 
ousel





I.
 
noun




a bird that resembles the blackbird, especially the ring ouzel.

See also water ouzel
 .











– origin

 Old English 
ōsle

 ‘blackbird,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Amsel

 ‘blackbird.’





ouzo

 
/ˈo͞ozō/





I.
 
noun




a Greek anise-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 modern Greek.





ova

 
/ˈōvə/






plural form of ovum
 .









oval

 
/ˈōvəl/





I.
 
adjective




having a rounded and slightly elongated outline or shape, like that of an egg




•
 
her smooth oval face




•
 
the game with the oval ball.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a body, object, or design with an oval shape or outline




•
 
cut out two small ovals from the felt.










2.
 
an oval playing field or racing track.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ovality

 
/ōˈvalitē /






noun













2.
 
ovalness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or modern Latin 
ovalis

 , from Latin 
ovum

 ‘egg.’





ovalbumin

 
/ˌävəlˈbyo͞omən, ˌōvəl-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 albumin derived from the white of eggs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ovi albumen

 ‘albumen of egg,’ altered on the pattern of 
albumin

 .





Oval Office





I.
 
the office of the president of the US, in the White House.




II.
 
the Oval Office regarded as representing the power of the executive branch of the US government




•
 
on orders from the Oval Office.















oval window






noun




informal term for fenestra ovalis (see fenestra
 ).













Ovambo

 
/ōˈvambō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of northern Namibia.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Ovambo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ovambo or their language.











– origin

 a local name, from 
ova-

 (prefix denoting a plural) + 
ambo

 ‘man of leisure.’





Ovamboland

 
/ōˈvambōˌland/






a semiarid region of northern Namibia, the homeland of the Ovambo people.









ovarian

 
/ˌōˈverēən/






adjective




of or relating to an ovary or the ovaries




•
 
an ovarian cyst.



















ovarian follicle






noun




another term for Graafian follicle
 .














ovariectomy

 
/ōˌverēˈektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of one or both ovaries; oophorectomy.













ovariotomy

 
/ōˌverēˈädəmē/






noun



1.
 
surgical incision into an ovary.




2.
 
another term for ovariectomy
 .













ovaritis

 
/ˌōvəˈrīdəs/






noun




another term for oophoritis
 .













ovary

 
/ˈōv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female reproductive organ in which ova or eggs are produced, present in humans and other vertebrates as a pair.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the hollow base of the carpel of a flower, containing one or more ovules.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
ovarium

 , from Latin 
ovum

 ‘egg.’





ovate

 
/ˈōvāt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 having an oval outline or ovoid shape, like an egg.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
ovatus

 ‘egg-shaped.’





ovation

 
/ōˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sustained and enthusiastic show of appreciation from an audience, especially by means of applause




•
 
the performance received a thundering ovation.










2.
 


[Roman History]

 a processional entrance into Rome by a victorious commander, of lesser honor than a triumph.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
ovatio(n-)

 , from 
ovare

 ‘exult.’ The word had the sense ‘exultation’ from the mid 17th to early 19th cent.





oven

 
/ˈəvən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an enclosed compartment, as in a kitchen range, for cooking and heating food




•
 


‹figurative›

 the house was like an oven when I came in.










2.
 
a small furnace or kiln.




3.
 
a cremation chamber in a Nazi concentration camp.











– origin

 Old English 
ofen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
oven

 , German 
Ofen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
ipnos

 .





oven-bake

 
/ˈəv(ə)nbāk/






verb




bake (food or a dish) in an oven




•
 
crack open an egg into the centre of your pizza before oven-baking it




•
 (as 
adj.

 
oven-baked

 )
 
oven-baked salmon.




















ovenbird

 
/ˈəvənˌbərd/






noun



1.
 
a small tropical American bird belonging to a diverse family, many members of which make domed, ovenlike nests of mud.

[Family 
Furnariidae

 (the 
ovenbird family

 ): many genera and numerous species. The ovenbird family comprises the horneros, miners,and many others.]




2.
 
a migratory brown North American warbler that builds a domed, ovenlike nest on the ground.

[
Seiurus aurocapillus

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .]













ovenlike

 
/ˈəvənˌlīk/






adjective




extremely hot




•
 
we were holed up in an ovenlike room for three and a half hours.



















oven mitt

 


‹Brit.›

 oven glove






noun




a padded mitten for handling hot dishes and pans.













ovenproof

 
/ˈəvənˌpro͞of/






adjective




(of cookware) suitable for use in an oven; heat-resistant.













oven-ready

 
/ˈˌəvən ˈˌredē/






adjective




(of food) prepared before sale so as to be ready for cooking in an oven.













ovenware

 
/ˈəvənˌwer/






noun




dishes that can be used for cooking food in an oven.














over

 
/ˈōvər/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
extending directly upward from




•
 
I saw flames over Berlin.










2.
 
above so as to cover or protect




•
 
an oxygen tent over the bed




•
 
ladle this sauce over fresh pasta.










3.
 
extending above (a general area) from a vantage point




•
 
views over Hyde Park.










4.
 
at the other side of; beyond




•
 
over the hill is a small village.










5.
 
expressing passage or trajectory across




•
 
she trudged over the lawn.










6.
 
beyond and falling or hanging from




•
 
it toppled over the cliff.










7.
 
expressing duration




•
 
inventories have been refined over many years




•
 
she told me over coffee.










8.
 
by means of; by the medium of




•
 
over the loudspeaker.










9.
 
at a higher level or layer than




•
 
watching a television hanging over the bar.










10.
 
higher in grade or rank than




•
 
over him is the financial director.










11.
 
expressing authority or control




•
 
editorial control over what is included.










12.
 
expressing preference




•
 
I'd choose the well-known brand over that one.










13.
 
expressing greater number




•
 
there was a slight predominance of boys over girls.










14.
 
higher in volume or pitch than




•
 
he shouted over the noise of the taxis.










15.
 
higher than or more than (a specified number or quantity)




•
 
over 40 degrees C




•
 
they have lived together for over a year.










16.
 
on the subject of




•
 
a heated debate over unemployment.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
expressing passage or trajectory across an area




•
 
he leaned over and tapped me on the hand.










2.
 
beyond and falling or hanging from a point




•
 
listing over at an acute angle.










3.
 
in or to the place mentioned or indicated




•
 
over here




•
 
come over and cheer us up.










4.
 
used to express action and result




•
 
the car flipped over




•
 
hand the money over.










5.
 
finished




•
 
the match is over




•
 
message understood, 
over and out

 .










6.
 
used to express repetition of a process




•
 
twice over




•
 
the sums will have to be done over again.














III.
 
noun






[Cricket]

 a sequence of six balls bowled by a bowler from one end of the pitch.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be over






no longer be affected by




•
 
we were over the worst.















2.
 
get something over with






do or undergo something unpleasant or difficult, so as to be rid of it.









3.
 
over against





a.
 
adjacent to




•
 
over against the wall.










b.
 
in contrast with




•
 
over against heaven is hell.















4.
 
over and above






in addition to




•
 
exceptional service over and above what normally might be expected.















5.
 
over and done with






completely finished.









6.
 
over and over






again and again.















– origin

 Old English 
ofer

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
over

 and German 
über

 , from an Indo-European word (originally a comparative of the element represented by 
-ove

 in 
above

 ) which is also the base of Latin 
super

 and Greek 
huper

 .






over-

 
/ˈōvər/






prefix



1.
 
excessively; to an unwanted degree




•
 
overambitious




•
 
overcareful.










2.
 
completely; utterly




•
 
overawe




•
 
overjoyed.










3.
 
upper; outer; extra




•
 
overcoat




•
 
overtime.










4.
 
overhead; above




•
 
overcast




•
 
overhang.



















overabundance

 
/ˌōv(ə)rəˈbənd(ə)ns/






noun




an excessive quantity




•
 
the country suffers from 
an overabundance of

 laws




•
 
George was not blessed with an overabundance of intellect.



















overabundant

 
/ˌōv(ə)rəˈbəndənt/





I.
 
adjective




excessive in quantity




•
 
overabundant microbial growth.














II.
 
derivatives





overabundantly






adverb





















overachieve

 
/ˌōvərəˈCHēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do better than is expected, especially in academic work




•
 
David continued to overachieve all through high school.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
overachieving

 )
 — be excessively dedicated to achieving success in one's work




•
 
overachieving geeks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overachievement

 
/ˌōv(ə)rəˈCHēvmənt /






noun













2.
 
overachiever

 
/ˌōv(ə)rəˈCHēvər /






noun





















overact

 
/ˌōvərˈakt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an actor) act a role in an exaggerated manner




•
 
a weepy actress with a strong tendency to overact




•
 (as 
noun

 
overacting

 )
 
there was a certain amount of overacting.



















overactive

 
/ˌōvərˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective




excessively active




•
 
the product of an overactive imagination.














II.
 
derivatives





overactivity

 
/ˌōvərˌakˈtividē /






noun





















overadventurous

 
/ˌōvərədˈven(t)SHərəs/






adjective




too willing to take risks or try new experiences




•
 
the elders disregard the youth for being overadventurous, hasty, and ill-informed.



















overage1


 
/ˈōv(ə)rij/






noun




an excess or surplus, especially the amount by which a sum of money is greater than a previous estimate.













overage2


 
/ˌōvərˈāj/






adjective




over a certain age limit




•
 
a team of overage and underage ball players.



















overall





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈōvəˌrôl /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
taking everything into account




•
 
the overall effect is impressive.














II.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˌōvəˈrôl /
 [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
in all parts; taken as a whole




•
 
overall, 10,000 jobs will go.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvəˌrôl /
 (
overalls

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a garment consisting of trousers with a front flap over the chest held up by straps over the shoulders, made of sturdy material and worn especially as casual or working clothes.

Also called bib overalls
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a loose-fitting garment such as a smock worn typically over ordinary clothes for protection against dirt or heavy wear.








IV.
 
derivatives





overalled

 
/ˈōvəˌrôld /






adjective





















overambitious

 
/ˌōvəramˈbiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively ambitious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overambition






noun













2.
 
overambitiously






adverb





















overanalyze

 
/ˌōvərˈanəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
analyze (something) in too much detail




•
 
his movies have been overanalyzed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I do tend to overanalyze.














II.
 
derivatives





overanalysis






noun





















overanxious

 
/ˌōvərˈaNG(k)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively anxious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overanxiety






noun













2.
 
overanxiously






adverb





















overarch

 
/ˌōvərˈärCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form an arch over




•
 
an old dirt road, overarched by forest.



















overarching

 
/ˌōvərˈärCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
forming an arch over something




•
 
the overarching mangroves.










2.
 
comprehensive; all-embracing




•
 
a single overarching principle.














II.
 
derivatives





overarchingly






adverb





















overarm

 
/ˈōvərˌärm/






adjective, adverb




done with the arm moving above the level of the shoulder.













overawe

 
/ˌōvərˈô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be overawed

 )


1.
 
impress (someone) so much that they become silent or inhibited




•
 
he used firepower to overawe the hostile tribes.



















overbalance

 
/ˌōvərˈbaləns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
outweigh




•
 
I fault the university for many things, but all are overbalanced by its unparalleled resources.










2.
 
fall or cause to fall over from loss of balance


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the ladder overbalanced on top of her.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 excess of weight, value, or amount




•
 
overbalance of propriety.




















overbear

 
/ˌōvərˈber/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overcome by emotional pressure or physical force




•
 
his will had not been overborne by another's influence




•
 
he overbore the others who still favored a bold policy.



















overbearing

 
/ˌōvərˈberiNG/





I.
 
adjective




unpleasantly or arrogantly domineering




•
 
his overbearing, sometimes ruthless desire to succeed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overbearingly

 
/ˌōvərˈberiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
overbearingness

 
/ˌōvərˈberiNGnəs /






noun





















overbid





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈbid /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in an auction) make a higher bid than a previous bid.




2.
 
(in competitive bidding, the auction in bridge, etc.) bid more than is warranted or manageable.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌbid /



1.
 
a bid that is higher than is justified.








III.
 
derivatives





overbidder






noun





















overbite

 
/ˈōvərˌbīt/






noun






[Dentistry]

 the overlapping of the lower teeth by the upper.













overblouse

 
/ˈōvərˌblous, -blouz/






noun




a blouse designed to be worn without being tucked in at the waist.













overblowing

 
/ˌōvərˈblōiNG/






noun




a technique for playing a wind instrument so as to produce overtones.













overblown

 
/ˌōvərˈblōn/






adjective



1.
 
excessively inflated or pretentious




•
 
overblown dreams of glory and success.










2.
 
(of a flower) past its prime




•
 
an overblown rose.



















overboard

 
/ˈōvərˌbôrd/





I.
 
adverb




from a ship into the water




•
 
the severe storm washed a man overboard.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go overboard





a.
 
be very enthusiastic




•
 
Gary went overboard for you.










b.
 
react in an immoderate way




•
 
Chris has a bit of a temper and can sometimes go overboard.















2.
 
throw something overboard






abandon or discard something.

















overbold

 
/ˌōvərˈbōld/





I.
 
adjective




excessively bold.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overboldly






adverb













2.
 
overboldness






noun





















overbook

 
/ˌōvərˈbo͝ok/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accept more reservations for (a flight, hotel, etc.) than there is room for




•
 
airlines deliberately overbook some scheduled flights.



















overboot

 
/ˈōvərˌbo͞ot/






noun




a boot worn over another boot or shoe to protect it or to provide extra warmth.













overbore

 
/ˌōvərˈbôr/






past of overbear
 .









overborne

 
/ˌōvərˈbôrn/






past participle of overbear
 .









overbought

 
/ˌōvərˈbôt/





I.
 
past and past participle of overbuy
 .




II.
 
adjective






[Stock Market]

 overvalued owing to excessive buying at unjustifiably high prices.




•
 
a healthy correction to an overbought market.



















overbreed

 
/ˌōvərˈbrēd/






verb




breed or cause to breed to excess




•
 
the husband and wife were forcing the female dogs to overbreed, and litters grew up with several health problems.



















overbright

 
/ˌōvərˈbrīt/






adjective




excessively bright




•
 
overbright security lighting.



















overbrimming

 
/ˌōvərˈbrimiNG/






adjective




abundant, especially excessively so




•
 
overbrimming confidence.



















overbuild

 
/ˌōvərˈbild/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put up too many buildings in (an area)




•
 
investors overbuilt the Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts.










2.
 
build (something) elaborately or to a very high standard, especially unnecessarily




•
 
overbuilding something will always be safer than taking shortcuts.










3.
 
(often as 
noun

 
overbuilding

 )
 — build on top of




•
 
the preservation of the medieval field pattern by direct overbuilding.



















overburden





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈbərdn /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
load (someone) with too many things to carry




•
 
they were overburdened with luggage.










2.
 
give (someone) more work or pressure than they can deal with




•
 
the courts became overburdened with large numbers of relatively trivial offenses




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overburdened

 )
 
overburdened teachers.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌbərdn /



1.
 
rock or soil overlying a mineral deposit, archaeological site, or other underground feature.




2.
 
an excessive burden




•
 
an overburden of costs.














III.
 
derivatives





overburdensome

 
/-səm /






adjective





















overbusy

 
/ˌōvərˈbizē/






adjective




excessively busy




•
 
their overbusy lives.




















overbuy

 
/ˌōvərˈbī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy more of (something) than one needs




•
 
the tendency to overbuy software.



















overcall

 

‹Bridge›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈkôl /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a higher bid than an opponent's bid.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌkôl /



1.
 
an act or instance of making an overcall.













overcame

 
/ˌōvərˈkām/






past of overcome
 .









overcapacity

 
/ˌōvərkəˈpasədē/






noun




the situation in which an industry or factory cannot sell as much as it can produce.













overcapitalize

 
/ˌōvərˈkapədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
overcapitalized

 )


1.
 
provide (a company) with more capital than is advisable or necessary




•
 
a bleak time for the overcapitalized firm.










2.
 
estimate or set the capital value of (a company) at too high an amount.








II.
 
derivatives





overcapitalization

 
/ˈōvərˌkapitl-iˈzāSHən /






noun





















overcareful

 
/ˌōvərˈkerfəl/





I.
 
adjective




excessively careful.








II.
 
derivatives





overcarefully






adverb





















overcast





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈōvərˌkast ˌōvərˈkast /



1.
 
(of the sky or weather) marked by a covering of gray clouds; dull




•
 
a chilly overcast day.










2.
 
(in sewing) edged with stitching to prevent fraying.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌkast /



1.
 
clouds covering a large part of the sky




•
 
the sky was leaden with overcast.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈkast /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with clouds or shade




•
 
the pebbled beach, overcast with the shadows of the high cliffs.










2.
 
stitch over (an unfinished edge) to prevent fraying




•
 
finish off the raw edge of the hem by overcasting it.



















overcautious

 
/ˌōvərˈkôSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively cautious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overcaution






noun













2.
 
overcautiously

 
/ˌōvərˈkôSHəslē /






adverb













3.
 
overcautiousness






noun





















overcharge





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈCHärj /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
charge (someone) too high a price for goods or a service




•
 
that makes it easy for wheeler-dealers to overcharge customers.










2.
 
charge someone (a sum) beyond the correct amount


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
the company overcharged the government $3 million.










3.
 
put too much electric charge into (a battery).




4.
 
put exaggerated or excessive detail into (a text or work of art)




•
 
the scenes are overcharged.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌCHärj /



1.
 
an excessive charge for goods or a service.













overcheck1


 
/ˈōvərˌCHek/






noun




a check pattern superimposed on a color or design.













overcheck2







noun




a strap passing over a horse's head between the ears, to pull up on the bit and make breathing easier.













overclass

 
/ˈōvərˌklas/






noun




a privileged, wealthy, or powerful subgroup in society.













overcloud

 
/ˌōvərˈkloud/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mar, dim, or obscure.













overcoat

 
/ˈōvərˌkōt/






noun



1.
 
a long warm coat worn over other clothing.




2.
 
a top, final layer of paint or a similar covering.














overcome

 
/ˌōvərˈkəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
succeed in dealing with (a problem or difficulty)




•
 
she worked hard to overcome her paralyzing shyness.










2.
 
defeat (an opponent); prevail




•
 
without firing a shot they overcame the guards




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we shall overcome.










3.
 
(usu. 
be overcome

 )
 — (of an emotion) overpower or overwhelm




•
 
she was obviously 
overcome with

 excitement.

















– origin

 Old English 
ofercuman

 (see over-
 , come
 ).





overcommit

 
/ˌōvərkəˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
oblige (oneself or others) to do more than one is capable of, as to repay a loan one cannot afford




•
 
multiple borrowers who may be overcommitting themselves.










2.
 
allocate more (resources) to a purpose than can be provided




•
 
they could easily overcommit their budgets.














II.
 
derivatives





overcommitment






noun





















overcompensate

 
/ˌōvərˈkämpənˌsāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take excessive measures in attempting to correct or make amends for an error, weakness, or problem




•
 
he was 
overcompensating for

 fears about the future.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overcompensatingly

 
/ˈōvərˌkämpənˈsātiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
overcompensation

 
/ˌōvərˌkämp(ə)nˈsāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
overcompensatory

 
/ˈōvərkəmˈpensəˌtôrē /






adjective





















overcomplicate

 
/ˌōvərˈkämplikāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more complicated than necessary




•
 
the basic idea is quite simple, but some people tend to overcomplicate it.




•
 (as 
adj

 
overcomplicated

 )
 
an overcomplicated tax system.



















overconfidence

 
/ˈˌōvərˈkänfəd(ə)ns/






noun




the quality of being too confident; excessive confidence




•
 
you have to guard against overconfidence.



















overconfident

 
/ˌōvərˈkänfəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




excessively or unreasonably confident




•
 
mistakes made through being overconfident.














II.
 
derivatives





overconfidently

 
/ˌōvərˈkänfəd(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb





















overconsumption

 
/ˌōvərkənˈsəmpSHn/






noun




the action or fact of consuming something to excess




•
 
the overconsumption of alcohol




•
 
the environmental cost of overconsumption.



















overcook

 
/ˌōvərˈko͝ok/






verb




cook too much or for too long


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
don't overcook the vegetables




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
ensure that the food doesn't overcook during reheating.



















overcritical

 
/ˌōvərˈkridək(ə)l/






adjective




inclined to find fault too readily.













overcrop

 
/ˌōvərˈkräp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
overcropping

 )


1.
 
deplete (soil) by growing crops continuously on it.













overcrowd

 
/ˌōvərˈkroud/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (accommodations or a space) beyond what is usual or comfortable


(as 
adj.

 
overcrowded

 )


•
 
overcrowded dormitories




•
 (as 
noun

 
overcrowding

 )
 
trying to eliminate overcrowding in the downtown area.










2.
 
house (people or animals) in accommodations that are too confined.













overdate

 
/ˈōvərˌdāt/





I.
 
noun




a coin on which one date has been superimposed over another.








II.
 
derivatives





overdating






noun





















overdecorated

 
/ˌōvərˈdekərādəd/






adjective




decorated in an excessively elaborate style




•
 
an overdecorated summer home.



















overdependence

 
/ˌōvərdiˈpendəns/





I.
 
noun




dependence to an excessive degree




•
 
overdependence on the tourism sector.














II.
 
derivatives





overdependent






adjective





















overdetailed

 
/ˌōvərˈdētāld/






adjective



1.
 
containing too much information




•
 
overdetailed business plans.










2.
 
excessively detailed or decorated




•
 
his work is overdetailed, having a hard brittle quality.



















overdetermine

 
/ˌōvərdəˈtərmən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 determine, account for, or cause (something) in more than one way or with more conditions than are necessary




•
 
every gesture is overdetermined by cultural form, personal biography, historical contingency, and so on.














II.
 
derivatives





overdetermination

 
/ˈˌōvərdiˌtərməˈnāSHən /






noun





















overdevelop

 
/ˌōvərdəˈveləp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
develop too much or to excess




•
 
cycling may overdevelop the calf muscles




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overdeveloped

 )
 
Majorca's overdeveloped coastline.










2.
 


[Photography]

 treat with developer for too long




•
 
you can overdevelop the film to make up for underexposure.














II.
 
derivatives





overdevelopment






noun





















overdo

 
/ˌōvərˈdo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do, use, or carry to excess; exaggerate




•
 
dramatic yet never overdone




•
 
I'd overdone the garlic in the curry.










2.
 
(
overdo it/things

 )
 — exhaust oneself by overwork or overexertion




•
 
I'd simply overdone it in the gym.










3.
 
overcook (food).











– origin

 Old English 
oferdōn

 (see over-
 , do
 1
 ).





overdone

 
/ˌōvərˈdən/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) overcooked




•
 
he sat there chewing his overdone steak.










2.
 
carried to excess; exaggerated




•
 
an overdone show of camaraderie.



















overdose





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌdōs /



1.
 
an excessive and dangerous dose of a drug




•
 
she took an overdose the day her husband left.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈōvərˌdōs ˌōvərˈdōs /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take an overdose of a drug




•
 
he was admitted to the hospital after 
overdosing on

 cocaine.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give an overdose to.








III.
 
derivatives





overdosage

 
/-ˈdōsij /






noun





















overdraft

 
/ˈōvərˌdraft/






noun




a deficit in a bank account caused by drawing more money than the account holds.













overdramatize

 
/ˌōvərˈdräməˌtīz ˌōvərˈdramətīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
react to or portray (something) in an excessively dramatic manner.








II.
 
derivatives





overdramatic

 
/-drəˈmatik /






adjective





















overdraw

 
/ˌōvərˈdrô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be overdrawn

 )
 — draw money from (one's bank account) in excess of what the account holds




•
 
you only pay interest if your account is overdrawn.










2.
 
(
be overdrawn

 )
 — (of a person) have taken money out of an account in excess of what it holds




•
 
I'm already overdrawn this month.










3.
 
exaggerate in describing or depicting (someone or something)




•
 
some of the characters were overdrawn.










4.
 
draw (a bow) too far.













overdress





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈdres /
 [no 
obj.

 ] (also 
be overdressed

 )


1.
 
dress with too much display or formality




•
 
Eugenie did not wish to overdress




•
 
she felt wildly overdressed in her velvet suit.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌdres /



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a dress worn over another dress or other clothing.













overdrink

 
/ˌōvərˈdriNGk/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
overdrinking

 )


1.
 
drink too much alcohol.













overdrive

 
/ˈōvərˌdrīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gear in a motor vehicle providing a gear ratio higher than that of the drive gear or top gear, so that engine speed and fuel consumption are reduced in highway travel.




2.
 
a state of high or excessive activity




•
 
the city's worried public relations arm 
went into overdrive

 .










3.
 
a mechanism that permits a higher than normal operating level in a piece of equipment, such as the amplifier of an electric guitar.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
overdriven

 )


1.
 
drive or work to exhaustion




•
 
the overdriven mothers of ten or eleven hungry children.



















overdub





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈdəb /



1.
 
record (additional sounds) on an existing recording


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she'd overdub her parts for a whole album in a single session




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a live tape that I overdubbed on.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌdəb /



1.
 
an instance of overdubbing




•
 
a guitar overdub.



















overdue

 
/ˌōvərˈd(y)o͞o/






adjective



1.
 
not having arrived, happened, or been done by the expected time




•
 
the rent was nearly three months overdue




•
 
overdue bills.










2.
 
(of a woman) having gone beyond the expected time for a menstrual period.




3.
 
(of a baby) not having been born by the expected time




•
 
our daughter was six days overdue.










4.
 
(of a library book) retained longer than the period allowed.




5.
 
having been needed for some time




•
 
reform is now overdue.










6.
 
having deserved or needed something for some time




•
 
she was 
overdue for

 some leave.



















overeager

 
/ˌōvərˈēɡər/





I.
 
adjective




excessively eager.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overeagerly






adverb













2.
 
overeagerness






noun





















over easy

 
/ˈōvər ˈēzē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a fried egg) turned over when the white is nearly done and fried lightly on the other side, so that the yolk remains slightly liquid.













overeat

 
/ˌōvərˈēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
overeating

 )


1.
 
eat too much




•
 
the effect of overeating is weight gain.














II.
 
derivatives





overeater






noun





















overeducated

 
/ˌōvərˈedyəkādəd/






adjective




having been educated to a higher academic level than is necessary




•
 
an overeducated music snob.



















overeffusive

 
/ˌōvəriˈfyo͞osiv/






adjective




excessively friendly or expressive; too effusive.













overelaborate

 
/ˌōv(ə)rəˈlab(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective




excessively elaborate.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
explain or treat in excessive detail




•
 
if they don't overelaborate the story I don't question it.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overelaborately






adverb













2.
 
overelaboration






noun





















overembellish

 
/ˌōvərəmˈbeliSH, ˌ-em-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) too ornate or complicated




•
 
use your imagination, but do not overembellish the presentation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overembellished

 )
 
you really need oodles of attitude to carry off those overembellished costumes.














II.
 
derivatives





overembellishment






noun





















overemotional

 
/ˌōvəriˈmōSHənl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having feelings that are too easily excited and displayed




•
 
we're not an overemotional family.














II.
 
derivatives





overemotionally






adverb





















overemphasis

 
/ˌōvərˈemfəsəs/






noun




excessive emphasis.













overemphasize

 
/ˌōvərˈemfəˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be overemphasized

 )


1.
 
place excessive emphasis on




•
 
the importance of adequate preparation cannot be overemphasized.



















overenthusiasm

 
/ˌōvərənˈTH(y)o͞ozēˌazəm/





I.
 
noun




excessive enthusiasm.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overenthusiastic

 
/ˌōvərinˌTHyo͞ozēˈastik /






adjective













2.
 
overenthusiastically

 
/ˌōv(ə)rənˌTH(y)o͞ozēˈastik(ə)lē /






adverb





















overestimate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈestəˌmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate (something) to be better, larger, or more important than it really is




•
 
his influence cannot be overestimated.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌōvərˈestəmət /



1.
 
an excessively high estimate.













overestimation

 
/ˌōvərˌestəˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun




a judgment or rough calculation that is too favorable or too high




•
 
a gross overestimation of his personal contribution




•
 
the formula we used resulted in overestimation of energy needs.



















overexact

 
/ˌōvəriɡˈzakt/






adjective




excessively accurate and careful about minor details




•
 
you do not need to be overexact in calculating your submission date.



















overexcite

 
/ˌōvərikˈsīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
overexcited

 )


1.
 
excite excessively




•
 
playing an active game can overexcite children.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overexcitable

 
/ˌōvərikˈsīdəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
overexcitement

 
/ˈˌōvərikˈˌsītmənt ˈˌōvərekˈˌsītmənt /






noun





















overexert

 
/ˌōvəriɡˈzərt/





I.
 
verb




(
overexert oneself

 )
 — engage in too much or too strenuous exertion.








II.
 
derivatives





overexertion

 
/ˌōvəriɡˈzərSH(ə)n /






noun





















overexpansion

 
/ˌōvərikˈspanSHən/






noun




rapid or uncontrolled expansion that produces undesirable effects




•
 
the explosive overexpansion of the telecommunications industry.



















overexpose

 
/ˌōvərikˈspōz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expose too much, especially to the public eye or to risk




•
 
anybody in the public eye has situations that make them feel overexposed.










2.
 


[Photography]

 expose (film or a part of an image) for too long a time or for extra time




•
 
the sunlit background is overexposed.



















overexposure

 
/ˈˌōvərikˈspōZHər ˈˌōvərekˈspōZHər/






noun



1.
 
excessive exposure, especially to something harmful




•
 
people are urged to avoid 
overexposure to

 the sun




•
 
she suffered from overexposure to noxious air.










2.
 
excessive media coverage, especially to the point that people lose interest




•
 
at certain times, a celebrity may suffer from overexposure




•
 
Louis feared media overexposure might damage his career.










3.
 


[Photography]

 exposure of a film or a part of an image to light for too long a time




•
 
the deleted scenes suffer from overexposure and print defects.



















overextend

 
/ˌōvərikˈstend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be overextended

 )


1.
 
make too long




•
 
at nine minutes plus the song is somewhat overextended.










2.
 
impose on (someone) an excessive burden of work or commitments




•
 
he should not overextend himself on the mortgage.














II.
 
derivatives





overextension

 
/-ˈstenSHən /






noun





















overfall

 
/ˈōvərˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
a turbulent stretch of open water caused by the wind blowing against a current, by a strong current or tide over an underwater ridge, or by a meeting of currents.




2.
 
a place where surplus water overflows from a dam, pond, etc.













overfamiliar

 
/ˌōvərfəˈmilyər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
too well known




•
 
the overfamiliar teacher's voice.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
overfamiliar with

 )
 — too well acquainted with




•
 
the researcher is overfamiliar with the community.










3.
 
behaving or speaking in an inappropriately informal way




•
 
her private detective was dismissed for being 
overfamiliar with

 her.














II.
 
derivatives





overfamiliarity

 
/ˌōvərfəˌmilēˈerədē /






noun





















overfastidious

 
/ˌōvərfasˈtidēəs/






adjective




excessively attentive to and concerned about accuracy and detail




•
 
his manner gives the impression of an overfastidious gentleman.



















overfeed

 
/ˌōvərˈfēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give too much food to




•
 
the general view was that you cannot overfeed a baby.



















overfill

 
/ˌōvərˈfil/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put more into (a container) than it either should or can contain.













overfine

 
/ˌōvərˈfīn/






adjective




excessively or extremely fine or particular




•
 
the distinction may seem overfine to Westerners.



















overfish

 
/ˌōvərˈfiSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deplete the stock of fish in (a body of water) by too much fishing




•
 
this part of the Mediterranean is terribly overfished.










2.
 
deplete the stock of (a fish)




•
 
yellowfin tuna has been overfished.



















overflow





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈflō /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a liquid) flow over the brim of a receptacle




•
 
chemicals overflowed from a storage tank




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the river overflowed its banks.










2.
 
(of a container) be so full that the contents go over or extend above the sides




•
 
a bath had overflowed upstairs




•
 
boxes 
overflowing with

 bright flowers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overflowing

 )
 
an overflowing ashtray.










3.
 
(of a space) be so crowded that people cannot fit inside




•
 
the waiting area was overflowing.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — flood or flow over (a surface or area)




•
 
her hair overflowed her shoulders.










5.
 
(
overflow with

 )
 — be very full of (an emotion or quality)




•
 
her heart overflowed with joy.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌflō /



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the excess or surplus not able to be accommodated by an available space




•
 
to accommodate the overflow, five more offices have been built.










2.
 
the flowing over of a liquid




•
 
there was some overflow after heavy rainfall




•
 
an overflow of sewage.










3.
 
(also 
overflow pipe

 )
 — (in a bathtub or sink) an outlet for excess water.




4.
 


[Computing]

 the generation of a number or some other data item that is too large for an assigned location or memory space.








III.
 
phrases





full to overflowing






completely full.















– origin

 Old English 
oferflōwan

 (see over-
 , flow
 ).





overflow parking lot






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an area providing additional space in which to leave vehicles if the main parking lot is full




•
 
the zoo had to use three of its four overflow parking lots.



















overfly

 
/ˌōvərˈflī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fly over (a place or territory)




•
 
the first airship to overfly the North Pole.










2.
 
fly beyond (a place or thing)




•
 
overfly the radio beacon by approximately fifteen seconds.














II.
 
derivatives





overflight

 
/ˈōvərˌflīt /






noun





















overfold

 
/ˈōvərˌfōld/






noun




a part of something that is folded over another part




•
 
the tunic is belted over a long overfold.



















overfond

 
/ˌōvərˈfänd/





I.
 
adjective




having too great an affection or liking for someone or something




•
 
he's been getting 
overfond of

 this Pinot Grigio.














II.
 
derivatives





overfondness






noun





















overfulfill

 
/ˌōvərˌfo͝olˈfil /

 


‹Brit.›

 overfulfil





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fulfill (a contract or quota) earlier or in greater quantity than required




•
 
he overfulfilled the quota by forty percent.














II.
 
derivatives





overfulfillment






noun





















overfull

 
/ˌōvərˈfo͝ol/






adjective




containing an excessive amount of something




•
 
an overfull cup of tea




•
 
overfull employment that leads to inflation.



















overfund

 
/ˌōvərˈfənd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide more funding for (something) than is necessary or permitted.













overgarment

 
/ˈōvərˌɡärmənt/






noun




a garment that is worn over others.













overgeneralize

 
/ˌōvərˈjen(ə)rəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw a conclusion or make a statement about (something) that is more general than is justified by the available evidence.








II.
 
derivatives





overgeneralization

 
/-ˌjen(ə)rəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















overgenerous

 
/ˌōvərˈjen(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively generous




•
 
she was not 
overgenerous with

 praise.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overgenerosity






noun













2.
 
overgenerously






adverb





















overglaze

 
/ˌōvərˈɡlāz/





I.
 
noun




decoration or a second glaze applied to glazed ceramic ware.








II.
 
adjective




(of painting, printing, or other decoration) done on a glazed surface




•
 
overglaze enamel.



















overgraze

 
/ˌōvərˈɡrāz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
graze (grassland) so heavily that the vegetation is damaged and the ground becomes liable to erosion




•
 
their own pastures were overgrazed and arid




•
 (as 
noun

 
overgrazing

 )
 
the failure of the rains led to overgrazing and deforestation.



















overground

 
/ˈōvərˌɡround/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
on or above the ground


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
subway lines that go overground




•
 [as 
attrib. adj.

 ]
 
a heating system pipes heat along overground tubes.










2.
 
[as 
attrib. adj.

 ]
 — legitimate; not underground




•
 
overground political processes.



















overgrow

 
/ˌōvərˈɡrō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grow or spread over (something), especially so as to choke or stifle it




•
 
the mussels overgrow and smother whatever is underneath.



















overgrown

 
/ˌōvərˈɡrōn/






adjective



1.
 
covered with plants that have been allowed to grow wild




•
 
the garden was overgrown and deserted.










2.
 
grown too large or beyond its normal size




•
 
the town is only an overgrown village.










3.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 used to describe an adult behaving in a childish manner




•
 
a pair of overgrown schoolboys.



















overgrowth

 
/ˈōvərˌɡrōTH/






noun




excessive growth




•
 
intestinal bacterial overgrowth.



















overhand

 
/ˈōvərˌhand/






adjective, adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (chiefly of a throw or a stroke with a racket) made with the hand or arm passing above the level of the shoulder




•
 
pitch overhand




•
 
sidearm and overhand techniques.










2.
 
with the palm of the hand over what it grasps


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an overhand grip.










3.
 


[Boxing]

 (of a punch) passing over the other hand




•
 
caught him with an overhand right.



















overhand knot






noun




a simple knot made by forming a loop and passing a free end around the standing part and through the loop.













overhang





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈōvərˌhaNG /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hang or extend outward over




•
 
a concrete path overhung by trees




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overhanging

 )
 
overhanging branches.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌhaNG /



1.
 
a part of something that sticks out or hangs over another thing




•
 
he crouched beneath an overhang of bushes.



















overhaul





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈhôl /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take apart (a piece of machinery or equipment) in order to examine it and repair it if necessary




•
 
a company that overhauls and repairs aircraft engines




•
 


‹figurative›

 moves to overhaul the income tax system.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 overtake (someone), especially in a sporting event.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌhôl /



1.
 
a thorough examination of machinery or a system, with repairs or changes made if necessary




•
 
a major overhaul of environmental policies.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally in nautical use in the sense ‘release (rope tackle) by slackening’): from over-
 + haul
 .





overhead





I.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈhed /



1.
 
above the level of the head; in the sky




•
 
a helicopter buzzed overhead.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈōvərˌhed /



1.
 
situated above the level of the head




•
 
the sun was directly overhead




•
 
overhead power cables.










2.
 
(of a driving mechanism) above the object driven




•
 
an overhead cam four-cylinder engine.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a cost or expense) incurred in the general upkeep or running of a plant, premises, or business, and not attributable to specific products or items.








III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌhed /



1.
 
overhead cost or expense




•
 
research conducted in space requires more overhead.










2.
 
a transparency designed for use with an overhead projector.




3.
 
short for overhead projector
 .




4.
 
an overhead compartment




•
 
the bag fits in most airline overheads.




















overhead projector






noun




a device that projects an enlarged image of a transparency placed on it onto a wall or screen by means of an overhead mirror.













overhear

 
/ˌōvərˈhir/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hear (someone or something) without meaning to or without the knowledge of the speaker




•
 
I couldn't help overhearing your conversation.



















overheat

 
/ˌōvərˈhēt/






verb



1.
 
make or become too hot


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her car started to overheat




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it's vital not to overheat the liquid.










2.
 
make too excited


(as 
adj.

 
overheated

 )


•
 
his overheated imagination.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a country's economy) show marked inflation when increased demand results in rising prices rather than increased output




•
 
lending rates could soar as the economy overheats.




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
credit expansion helped overheat the economy.



















overhit

 
/ˌōvərˈhit/






verb




(in tennis and other sports played with a ball) hit the ball too strongly or too far




•
 
Glenders has overhit another ball




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Marat Safinwas overhitting, mucking up volleys, but he won anyway.



















overhype





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈhīp /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make exaggerated claims about (a product, idea, or event); publicize or promote excessively




•
 
it would appear that the organizers overhyped the crowd size.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌhīp /



1.
 
excessive publicity or promotion




•
 
were the media more rational about it, the unmistakable taste of overhype would not be so strong.



















Overijssel

 
/ˌōvərˈīsəl/






a province of the east central Netherlands, north of the IJssel River, on the border with Germany; capital, Zwolle.









overindulge

 
/ˌōvərənˈdəlj/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have too much of something enjoyable, especially food or drink




•
 
it is easy to 
overindulge in

 these kinds of foods.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — gratify the wishes of (someone) to an excessive extent




•
 
his mother had overindulged him.



















overindulgence

 
/ˌōvərənˈdəljəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of having too much of something enjoyable




•
 
her alleged 
overindulgence in

 alcohol.










2.
 
excessive gratification of a person's wishes




•
 
his overindulgence of her whims.














II.
 
derivatives





overindulgent

 
/ˌōv(ə)rənˈdəlj(ə)nt /






adjective





















overinflated

 
/ˌōvərinˈflādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a price or value) excessive




•
 
overinflated land values.










2.
 
exaggerated




•
 
there have been so many overinflated claims and unfulfilled promises.










3.
 
filled with too much air




•
 
an overinflated balloon.














II.
 
derivatives





overinflation

 
/-ˈflāSHən /






noun





















overinsured

 
/ˌōvərənˈSHo͝ord/





I.
 
adjective




having insurance coverage beyond what is necessary.








II.
 
derivatives





overinsurance

 
/ˌōv(ə)rənˈSHo͝orəns /






noun





















overissue

 
/ˌōvərˈiSH(y)o͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
issue (bonds, shares of stock, etc.) beyond the authorized amount or the issuer's ability to pay them on demand.








II.
 
noun




the action of overissuing bonds, shares of stock, etc.













overjoyed

 
/ˌōvərˈjoid/






adjective




extremely happy




•
 
Joanna will be overjoyed to see you.



















overkill

 
/ˈōvərˌkil/






noun



1.
 
the amount by which destruction or the capacity for destruction exceeds what is necessary




•
 
the existing nuclear overkill.










2.
 
excessive use, treatment, or action; too much of something




•
 
animators now face a dilemma of technology overkill.



















overladen

 
/ˌōvərˈlādn/






adjective




having too large or too heavy a load




•
 
an overladen trolley




•
 


‹figurative›

 the film is overladen with tear-jerking moments.



















overlaid

 
/ˌōvərˈlād/






past and past participle of overlay
 1
 .









overlain

 
/ˌōvərˈlān/






past participle of overlie
 .









overland

 
/ˈōvərˌland/






adjective, adverb




by land


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an overland trade route




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she journeyed overland.



















Overland Park

 
/ˌōvərlənd ˈpärk/






a city in northeastern Kansas, southwest of Kansas City; pop. 171,231 (est. 2008).









overlap





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈlap /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend over so as to cover partly




•
 
the canopy overlaps the house roof at one end




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the curtains overlap at the center when closed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cover part of the same area of interest, responsibility, etc.




•
 
their duties sometimes overlapped.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — partly coincide in time




•
 
two new series overlapped.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌlap /



1.
 
a part or amount that overlaps




•
 
an overlap of about half an inch.










2.
 
a common area of interest, responsibility, etc.




•
 
there are many overlaps between the approaches




•
 
there is some overlap in requirements.










3.
 
a period of time in which two events or activities happen together.













overlarge

 
/ˌōvərˈlärj/






adjective




too large




•
 
an overlarge meal.




















overlay1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈlā /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
be overlaid with

 )


1.
 
cover the surface of (a thing) with a coating




•
 
their fingernails were overlaid with silver or gold.










2.
 
lie on top of




•
 
a third screen which will overlay the others.










3.
 
(of a quality or feeling) become more prominent than (a previous quality or feeling)




•
 
his openness had been overlaid by his new self-confidence.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌlā /



1.
 
something laid as a covering over something else




•
 
a durable, cost-effective floor overlay.










2.
 
a transparency placed over artwork or something such as a map, marked with additional information or detail.




3.
 
a graphical computer display that can be superimposed on another.




4.
 


[Computing]

 the process of transferring a block of program code or other data into internal memory, replacing what is already stored.




5.
 
a block of code or other data transferred during the overlay process.













overlay2


 
/ˌōvərˈlā/






past of overlie
 .









overleaf

 
/ˈōvərˌlēf/






adverb




on the other side of the page




•
 
an information sheet is printed overleaf.



















overleap

 
/ˌōvərˈlēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 jump over or across




•
 
a stream that any five-years-old child might overleap.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 omit; ignore




•
 
whatever objection made by us, he finds too heavy to remove, he overleaps it.

















– origin

 Old English 
oferhlēapan

 (see over
 , leap
 ).





overleveraged

 
/ˌōvərˈlevərəjd/






adjective






[Finance]

 (of a company) having taken on too much debt.














overlie

 
/ˌōvərˈlī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lie on top of




•
 
soft clays overlie the basalt




•
 


‹figurative›

 the national situation was overlain by sharp regional differences.



















overload





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈlōd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
load with too great a burden or cargo


(as 
adj.

 
overloaded

 )


•
 
overloaded vehicles are dangerous.










2.
 
give too much of something, typically something undesirable, to (someone)




•
 
the staff is heavily overloaded with casework.










3.
 
put too great a demand on (an electrical system)




•
 
the wiring had been overloaded.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌlōd /
 [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an excessive load or amount




•
 
an overload of stress




•
 
momentary surges and overloads in the circuit.



















overlock

 
/ˌōvərˈläk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen and prevent fraying of (an edge of cloth) by oversewing it.








II.
 
derivatives





overlocker

 
/ˈōvərˌläkər /






noun





















overlong

 
/ˈōvərˌlôNG ˌōvərˈlôNG/






adjective, adverb




too long


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an overlong sermon




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the pass was delayed overlong.



















overlook





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈlo͝ok /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to notice (something)




•
 
he seems to have overlooked one important fact.










2.
 
ignore or disregard (something, especially a fault or offense)




•
 
she was more than ready to overlook his faults.










3.
 
pass over (someone) in favor of another




•
 
he was overlooked by the Nobel committee.










4.
 
have a view of from above




•
 
the chateau overlooks fields of corn and olive trees.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 supervise; oversee.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 bewitch with the evil eye




•
 
they told them they were overlooked by some unlucky Person.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌlo͝ok /



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a commanding position or view




•
 
he veered off the highway onto an overlook.



















overlord

 
/ˈōvərˌlôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ruler, especially a feudal lord.




2.
 
a person of great power or authority




•
 
the undisputed overlord of the crime family.














II.
 
derivatives





overlordship

 
/ˈōvərˌlôrdˌSHip /






noun





















overly

 
/ˈōvərlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
excessively




•
 
she was a jealous and overly possessive woman.



















overlying

 
/ˌōvərˈlīiNG/






present participle of overlie
 .










overman





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈman /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with more people than necessary




•
 
the company was vastly overmanned.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌman /



1.
 
an overseer.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 another term for superman
 .

[translation of Nietzsche's 
Übermensch

 .]













overmantel

 
/ˈōvərˌman(t)l/






noun




an ornamental structure over a mantelpiece, typically of plaster or carved wood and sometimes including a mirror.













overmaster

 
/ˌōvərˈmastər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 overcome; conquer




•
 
he was overmastered by events




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overmastering

 )
 
his first grand and overmastering love.



















overmatch

 
/ˌōvərˈmaCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
overmatched

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 be stronger, better armed, or more skillful than




•
 
the city's overmatched police.



















overmeasure

 
/ˌōvərˈmeZHər/






noun




an amount beyond what is proper or sufficient.













overmuch

 
/ˌōvərˈməCH/






adverb, determiner, pronoun




too much


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
I would not worry myself overmuch




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
the police may have overmuch regard for public order considerations




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
she was requiring overmuch from him.



















overnice

 
/ˌōvərˈnīs/






adjective






‹dated›

 excessively fussy or fastidious




•
 
Mildred was overnice in regard to their father.



















overnight





I.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈnīt /



1.
 
for the duration of a night




•
 
they refused to stay overnight.










2.
 
during the course of a night




•
 
you can recharge the battery overnight.










3.
 
very quickly; suddenly




•
 
attitudes will not change overnight.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈōvərˌnīt /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
for use overnight




•
 
an overnight bag.










2.
 
done or happening overnight




•
 
an overnight stay.










3.
 
sudden, rapid, or instant




•
 
Tom became an overnight celebrity.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈōvərˌnīt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stay for the night in a particular place




•
 
I overnighted at the Beverly Wilshire.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 ship for delivery the next day




•
 
Forster overnighted the sample to headquarters by courier.














IV.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌnīt /



1.
 
a stop or stay lasting one night




•
 
overnights can be arranged in Kathmandu.



















overnighter

 
/ˌōvərˈnīdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who stops at a place overnight.




2.
 
an overnight bag.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an overnight trip or stay.













overoptimistic

 
/ˌōvərˌäptəˈmistik/





I.
 
adjective




unjustifiably optimistic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overoptimism






noun













2.
 
overoptimistically






adverb





















overornate

 
/ˌōvərôrˈnāt/






adjective




excessively ornate




•
 
one of those overornate Vienna coffee houses.



















overpack

 
/ˌōvərˈpak/






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pack too many items into (a container).













overpaint

 
/ˌōvərˈpānt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with a layer of paint.








II.
 
noun




paint added as a covering layer.













overparent

 
/ˌōvərˈper(ə)nt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
overparenting

 )


1.
 
be excessively involved in the day-to-day life of one's child or children, typically in the desire to shield them from difficult situations or help them succeed




•
 
highly motivated, loving mothers often engage in a kind of zealous overparenting.



















overpass





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌpas /



1.
 
a bridge by which a road or railroad passes over another.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈpas /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass over; traverse.




2.
 
surpass




•
 
a capacity to overpass old limits.



















overpay

 
/ˌōvərˈpā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay (someone) too highly




•
 
many fans think our top players are overpaid.










2.
 
pay (money) in excess of what is due




•
 
to overpay taxes.



















overpayment

 
/ˈōvərˈˌpāmənt/






noun




payment in excess of what is due




•
 
a refund for overpayment of tax




•
 
he received $20,000 in benefit overpayments.



















overpeopled

 
/ˌōvərˈpēpəld/






adjective




(of a place) containing an excessively large number of people




•
 
an increasingly overpeopled world.



















overplay

 
/ˌōvərˈplā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give undue importance to; overemphasize




•
 
he thinks the idea of a special relationship between sitter and artist is much overplayed.










2.
 
exaggerate the performance of (a dramatic role)




•
 
the uncontrollable urge of ham actors to overplay their parts.














II.
 
phrases





overplay one's hand





a.
 
(in a card game) play or bet on one's hand with a mistaken optimism.




b.
 
spoil one's chance of success through excessive confidence in one's position.

















overplus

 
/ˈōvərˌpləs/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a surplus or excess




•
 
an overplus of one ingredient.

















– origin

 late Middle English: partial translation of French 
surplus

 or medieval Latin 
superplus

 .





overpopulate

 
/ˌōvərˈpäpyəlāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
populate (an area) in too large numbers




•
 
the country was overpopulated.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) breed too rapidly




•
 
without natural predators, deer would overpopulate.



















overpopulation

 
/ˈˌōvərˌpäpyəˈlāSHən/






noun




the condition of being populated with excessively large numbers




•
 
overpopulation is a serious problem the world needs to deal with




•
 
at present there is overpopulation of deer in the Highlands.



















overpower

 
/ˌōvərˈpou(ə)r/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat or overcome with superior strength.




2.
 
be too intense for; overwhelm




•
 
they were overpowered by the fumes.



















overpowering

 
/ˌōvərˈpou(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




extremely strong or intense; overwhelming




•
 
a feeling of overpowering sadness.














II.
 
derivatives





overpoweringly

 
/ˌōvərˈpouriNGlē /






adverb





















overpraise

 
/ˌōvərˈprāz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
praise more highly than is warranted




•
 
the island's tourist publications tend to overpraise their restaurants.



















overprescribe

 
/ˌōvərprəˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prescribe (a drug or treatment) in greater amounts or on more occasions than necessary




•
 
doctors have been overprescribing antibiotics for decades.














II.
 
derivatives





overprescription

 
/-ˈskripSHən /






noun





















overprice

 
/ˌōvərˈprīs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
overpriced

 )


1.
 
charge too high a price for




•
 
overpriced hotels.



















overprint





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈprint /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print additional matter on (a stamp or other surface already bearing print)




•
 
menus will be 
overprinted with

 company logos.










2.
 
print too many copies of.




3.
 


[Photography]

 make (a print or other positive) darker than intended.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌprint /



1.
 
words or other matter printed onto something already bearing print.




2.
 
an overprinted postage stamp.













overproduce

 
/ˌōvərprəˈd(y)o͞os/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce more of (a product or commodity) than is wanted or needed




•
 
our unplanned manufacturing system continually overproduces consumer products.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
overproduced

 )
 — record or arrange (a song or piece of music) in such an elaborate way that the spontaneity or artistry of the original material is lost




•
 
a series of overproduced albums.



















overproduction

 
/ˈˌōvərprəˈdəkSHən/






noun



1.
 
production of more of a product, commodity, or substance than is wanted or needed




•
 
there was a crisis of overproduction in traditional manufacturing




•
 
certain foods cause overproduction of bacteria in the stomach.










2.
 
the recording or arrangement of a song or piece of music in such an elaborate way that the spontaneity or artistry of the original material is lost




•
 
so many tracks suffer from overproduction.



















overproof

 
/ˌōvərˈpro͞of/






adjective




containing more alcohol than proof spirit does




•
 
overproof rum.



















overprotective

 
/ˌōvərprəˈtektiv/





I.
 
adjective




having a tendency to protect someone, especially a child, excessively.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overprotect

 
/ˌōvərprəˈtekt /






verb













2.
 
overprotection

 
/-ˈtekSHən /






noun













3.
 
overprotectiveness

 
/ˌōvərprəˈtektivnəs /






noun





















overqualified

 
/ˌōvərˈkwôləfīd/






adjective




having qualifications that exceed the requirements of a particular job.













overran

 
/ˌōvərˈran/






past of overrun
 .









overrate

 
/ˌōvərˈrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
overrated

 )


1.
 
have a higher opinion of (someone or something) than is deserved




•
 
dismissing the work as pompous and overrated.



















overreach

 
/ˌōvərˈrēCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — reach too far




•
 
never lean sideways from a ladder or overreach.










2.
 
(
overreach oneself

 )
 — defeat one's own purpose by trying to do more than is possible




•
 
he was an arrogant egotist who overreached himself.










3.
 
(of a horse, dog, or other quadruped) bring the hind feet so far forward that they fall alongside or strike the forefeet




•
 
the horse overreached jumping the first hurdle.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get the better of (someone) by cunning




•
 
Faustus's lunacy in thinking he can overreach the devil.














II.
 
noun




an injury to a forefoot of a horse resulting from its having overreached.








III.
 
derivatives





overreacher

 
/ˌōvərˈrēCHər /






noun





















overreact

 
/ˌōvə(r)rēˈakt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
respond more emotionally or forcibly than is justified




•
 
they are urging people not to 
overreact to

 the problem.



















overreaction

 
/ˈˌōvə(r)rēˈakSHən/






noun




a more emotional or forcible response than is justified




•
 
sacking him is a massive overreaction




•
 
there's been some 
overreaction to

 the new technology.



















overrefine

 
/ˌōvərrəˈfīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refine excessively, as with subtle distinctions or needless delicacy




•
 
the sole French character is frivolous and overrefined.














II.
 
derivatives





overrefinement






noun





















overreliance

 
/ˌōvə(r)rəˈlīəns/






noun




excessive dependence on or trust in someone or something




•
 
an 
overreliance on

 technology.



















overreport

 
/ˌōvərˌriˈpôrt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
report (an event or instance of something) with disproportionately great frequency or emphasis




•
 
newspapers overreported sexual offenses.



















overrepresent

 
/ōvərˌreprəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
include a disproportionately large number of (a particular category or type of person), as in a statistical study.




2.
 
(
be overrepresented

 )
 — form a disproportionately large percentage




•
 
they are relatively overrepresented in semiskilled occupations.














II.
 
derivatives





overrepresentation






noun





















override





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈrīd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use one's authority to reject or cancel (a decision, view, etc.)




•
 
the legislature's insistence on overriding his budget vetoes.










2.
 
interrupt the action of (an automatic device), typically in order to take manual control




•
 
you can override the cutout by releasing the switch.










3.
 
be more important than




•
 
this commitment should override all other considerations.










4.
 


‹technical›

 extend over; overlap




•
 
the external rendering should not override the vapor barrier.










5.
 
travel or move over (a place or thing)




•
 
part of the deposit was overridden and covered by the advancing ice.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌrīd /



1.
 
a device for suspending an automatic function on a machine.




2.
 
an excess or increase on a budget, salary, or cost.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a cancellation of a decision by exertion of authority or winning of votes




•
 
the House vote in favor of the bill was ten votes short of the requisite majority for an override.



















overriding

 
/ˌōvərˈrīdiNG/






adjective



1.
 
more important than any other considerations




•
 
their overriding need will be for advice.










2.
 


‹technical›

 extending or moving over something, especially while remaining in close contact




•
 
oceanic lithosphere beneath an overriding continental plate.



















overripe

 
/ˌōvərˈrīp/






adjective



1.
 
too ripe; past its best




•
 
overripe tomatoes.










2.
 
(especially of an artistic work) exaggerated or overblown




•
 
an overripe melodrama.



















overruff

 
/ˌōvərˈrəf/






verb




another term for overtrump
 .













overrule

 
/ˌōvə(r)ˈro͞ol/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reject or disallow by exercising one's superior authority




•
 
the Supreme Court overruled the lower court.










2.
 
reject the decision or argument of (someone)




•
 
he was overruled by his senior managers.




















overrun





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈōvərˌrən /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread over or occupy (a place) in large numbers




•
 
the Mediterranean has been overrun by tourists




•
 
the northern frontier was overrun by invaders.










2.
 
move or extend over or beyond




•
 
let the text overrun the right-hand margin.










3.
 
run over or beyond (a thing or place)




•
 
she overran third base.










4.
 
rotate faster than (another part of a machine)


(as 
adj.

 
overrunning

 )


•
 
an overrunning clutch.










5.
 
continue beyond or above (an expected or allowed time or cost)




•
 
he mustn't overrun his budget.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌrən /



1.
 
an instance of something exceeding an expected or allowed time or cost




•
 
an unexpectedly large cost overrun in the program.










2.
 
the movement or extension of something beyond an allotted or particular position or space




•
 
the system acts as a brake to prevent cable overrun.










3.
 
a clear area beyond the end of an airport runway.




4.
 
the movement of a vehicle at a speed greater than is imparted by the engine.











– origin

 Old English 
oferyrnan

 (see over-
 , run
 ).





oversampling

 
/ˌōvərˈsampliNG/






noun






[Electronics]

 the technique of increasing the apparent sampling frequency of a digital signal by repeating each digit a number of times, in order to facilitate the subsequent filtering of unwanted noise.













overscan

 
/ˈōvərˌskan/






noun




the facility on some computer screens or televisions to adjust the picture size so that objects appear bigger but the edges of the picture are lost.













overseas

 
/ˌōvərˈsēz /

 


‹Brit.›

 oversea





I.
 
adverb




in or to a foreign country, especially one across the sea




•
 
he spent quite a lot of time working overseas.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
from, to, or relating to a foreign country, especially one across the sea




•
 
overseas trips.














III.
 
phrases





from overseas






from abroad.


















oversee

 
/ˌōvərˈsē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supervise (a person or work), especially in an official capacity




•
 
a trustee appointed to oversee Corrie's finances.

















– origin

 Old English 
ofersēon

 ‘look at from above’ (see over-
 , see
 1
 ).





overseer

 
/ˈōvərˌsir/





I.
 
noun




a person who supervises others, especially workers.











– origin

 late Middle English (also denoting a person appointed by a testator to assist the executor of a will): from oversee
 .






oversell

 
/ˌōvərˈsel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell more of (something) than exists or can be delivered




•
 
a surge in airlines overselling flights.










2.
 
exaggerate the merits of




•
 
computer-aided software engineering has been oversold.



















oversensitive

 
/ˌōvərˈsensidiv/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person or an instrument) excessively sensitive




•
 
Bentley was 
oversensitive to

 criticism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oversensitiveness

 
/ˌōvərˈsensidivnəs /






noun













2.
 
oversensitivity






noun





















oversentimental

 
/ˈōvərˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)l/






adjective




excessively emotional or nostalgic, especially in a superficial or self-indulgent way




•
 
an oversentimental rewriting of history




•
 
don't get oversentimental about animals.



















overset

 
/ˌōvərˈset/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
upset emotionally




•
 
the small kindness nearly overset her again.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 overturn




•
 
he jumped up and overset the canoe.



















oversew

 
/ˌōvərˈsō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew (the edges of something) with every stitch passing over the join




•
 
oversew the two long edges together.



















oversexed

 
/ˌōvərˈsekst/






adjective




having unusually strong sexual desires.













overshadow

 
/ˌōvərˈSHadō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tower above and cast a shadow over




•
 
an enormous oak tree stood overshadowing the cottage.










2.
 
cast a gloom over




•
 
it is easy to let this feeling of tragedy overshadow his story.










3.
 
appear much more prominent or important than




•
 
his competitive nature often overshadows the other qualities.










4.
 
be more impressive or successful than (another person)




•
 
he was always overshadowed by his brilliant elder brother.

















– origin

 Old English 
ofersceadwian

 (see over-
 , shadow
 ).





overshare

 
/ˈōvərˌSHer/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
oversharing

 )


1.
 
reveal an inappropriate amount of detail about one's personal life




•
 
her taste for oversharing was part of a grassroots publicity campaign that cost her and her label nothing.














II.
 
derivatives





oversharer






noun





















overshoe

 
/ˈōvərˌSHo͞o/






noun




a shoe worn over a normal shoe, typically either of waterproof material to protect the normal shoe in wet weather or of fabric to protect a floor surface.














overshoot





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈSHo͞ot /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go past (a point) unintentionally, especially through traveling too fast or being unable to stop




•
 
they overshot their intended destination




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he had overshot by fifty yards but backed up to the junction.










2.
 
(of an aircraft) fly beyond or taxi too far along (the runway) when landing or taking off




•
 
he has overshot the landing strip again.










3.
 
exceed (a target or limit)




•
 
the department may overshoot its cash limit.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌSHo͞ot /



1.
 
an act of going past or beyond a point, target, or limit.













overshot

 
/ˈōvərˌSHät/





I.
 
past and past participle of overshoot
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a waterwheel) turned by water falling onto it from an overhead channel.




2.
 
denoting an upper jaw that projects beyond the lower jaw.













oversight

 
/ˈōvərˌsīt/






noun



1.
 
an unintentional failure to notice or do something




•
 
he said his failure to pay for the tickets was an oversight




•
 
was the mistake due to oversight?










2.
 
the action of overseeing something




•
 
effective oversight of the financial reporting process.



















oversimple

 
/ˌōvərˈsimpəl/





I.
 
adjective




lacking sophistication and subtlety




•
 
an oversimple theory of human nature.














II.
 
derivatives





oversimplicity






noun





















oversimplification

 
/ˈˌōvərˌsimpləfəˈkāSHən/






noun




simplification of something to such an extent that a distorted impression is given




•
 
a general assessment runs the risk of oversimplification




•
 
a gross oversimplification of a complex situation.



















oversimplify

 
/ˌōvərˈsimpləˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
oversimplified

 )


1.
 
simplify (something) so much that a distorted impression of it is given




•
 
a false and oversimplified view of human personality.



















over-simplistic






adjective




treating complex issues and problems as if they were much simpler than they really are; simplistic




•
 
a wildly over-simplistic song about what it takes to be happy




•
 
an over-simplistic comparison.



















oversized

 
/ˌōvərˈsīzd /

 
oversize






adjective




bigger than the usual size




•
 
an oversized T-shirt.



















overskirt

 
/ˈōvərˌskərt/






noun




an outer skirt worn over the skirt of a dress.













overslaugh

 
/ˌōvərˈslô/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 pass over (someone) in favor of another.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Dutch 
overslag

 (noun), from 
overslaan

 ‘pass over.’





oversleep

 
/ˌōvərˈslēp/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sleep longer or later than one intended




•
 
we talked until the early hours and consequently I overslept.



















oversold

 
/ˌōvərˈsōld/





I.
 
past and past participle of oversell
 .




II.
 
adjective






[Stock Market]

 sold to a price below its true value




•
 
technology stocks remain oversold and are considered ripe for buying.



















oversolicitous

 
/ˌōvərsəˈlisədəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing excessive concern for another person's welfare or interests.








II.
 
derivatives





oversolicitude

 
/-ˌt(y)o͞od /






noun





















oversoul

 
/ˈōvərˌsōl/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a divine spirit supposed to pervade the universe and to encompass all human souls. The term is associated particularly with Transcendentalism.













overspecialize

 
/ˌōvərˈspeSHəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
concentrate too much on one aspect or area of something


(as 
adj.

 
overspecialized

 )


•
 
overspecialized sub-disciplines of history.














II.
 
derivatives





overspecialization






noun





















overspend

 
/ˌōvərˈspend/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend more than the expected or allotted amount




•
 
she overspent on her husband's funeral




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the department can see that it is going to overspend its budget.



















overspill

 
/ˈōvərˌspil/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 people or things that spill over or are in excess.













overspin

 
/ˈōvərˌspin/






noun




a rotating motion given to a ball when throwing or hitting it, used to give it extra speed or distance or to make it bounce awkwardly.













overspray

 
/ˈōvərˌsprā/






noun




excess paint or other liquid that spreads or blows beyond an area being sprayed.













overspread

 
/ˌōvərˈspred/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover the surface of; spread over




•
 
a broad smile overspread his face.

















– origin

 Old English 
ofersprǣdan

 (see over-
 , spread
 ).





overstaff

 
/ˌōvərˈstaf/





I.
 
verb

 — [
with obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply (an organization) with surplus staff




•
 
government departments are always overstaffed.














II.
 
derivatives





overstaffing

 
/ˌōvərˈstafiNG /






noun





















overstate

 
/ˌōvərˈstāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express or state too strongly; exaggerate




•
 
I may have overstated my case to make my point.



















overstatement

 
/ˈōvərstātmənt/






noun




the action of expressing or stating something too strongly; exaggeration




•
 
a classic piece of overstatement




•
 
to describe the show as a success would be an overstatement.



















overstay

 
/ˌōvərˈstā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stay longer than the time, limits, or duration of




•
 
he was arrested for overstaying his visa.














II.
 
phrases





overstay one's welcome






see welcome
 .












III.
 
derivatives





overstayer

 
/ˈōvərˌstāər /






noun





















oversteer





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈstir /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a motor vehicle) have a tendency to turn more sharply than was intended.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌstir /



1.
 
the tendency of a vehicle to turn more sharply than intended.













overstep

 
/ˌōvərˈstep/





I.
 
verb




pass beyond or exceed (a limit or standard)




•
 
you must not overstep your borrowing limit




•
 
he has overstepped the bounds of acceptable discipline.














II.
 
phrases





overstep the mark






behave in an unacceptable way.

















overstimulate

 
/ˌōvərˈstimyəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stimulate physiologically or mentally to an excessive degree




•
 
caffeine produced by coffee trees overstimulates insects that munch their leaves.














II.
 
derivatives





overstimulation

 
/ˌōvərˌstimyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















overstitch

 
/ˈōvərˌstiCH/





I.
 
noun




a stitch made over an edge or over another stitch.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈstiCH /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew with an overstitch.













overstock





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈstäk /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply with more of something than is necessary or required




•
 
do not overstock the kitchen with food.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌstäk /



1.
 
(especially in a manufacturing or retailing context) a supply or quantity in excess of demand or requirements




•
 
factory overstock




•
 
publishers' overstocks and remainders.



















overstored

 
/ˌōvərˈstôrd/






adjective



1.
 
stored for too long a period




•
 
an overstored apple.










2.
 
supplied with more retail stores than the market demands




•
 
just at a time when this area is already overstored.



















overstrain

 
/ˌōvərˈstrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to an excessive demand on strength, resources, or abilities




•
 
there was a risk he might overstrain his heart.














II.
 
noun




the action or result of subjecting someone or something to overstrain.













overstress

 
/ˌōvərˈstres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to too much physical or mental stress




•
 
they are prone to nervous breakdowns if overstressed.










2.
 
lay too much emphasis on




•
 
the value of good legal assistance cannot be overstressed.














II.
 
noun




excessive stress.













overstretch

 
/ˌōvərˈstreCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
overstretched

 )


1.
 
stretch too much




•
 
the aches and pains of overstretched muscles.










2.
 
make excessive demands on




•
 
classes are very large and facilities are overstretched.



















overstrike

 
/ˈōvərˌstrīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the superimposing of one printed character or one coin design on another.




2.
 
a coin showing one design superimposed on another.








II.
 
derivatives





overstriking

 
/ˌōvərˈstrīkiNG /






noun





















overstrung

 
/ˈōvərˌstrəNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a piano) with strings in sets crossing each other obliquely.




2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a person) extremely nervous or tense.













overstudy





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌstədē /



1.
 
excessive study.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈstədē /



1.
 
study too long or too intensely




•
 
if your child is a high achiever, but overstudies for fear of not receiving an A+,help her to gradually study a little less.



















overstuff

 
/ˌōvərˈstəf/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
overstuffed

 )


1.
 
force too much into (a container)




•
 
an overstuffed briefcase.










2.
 
cover (furniture) completely with padded upholstery




•
 
an overstuffed armchair.



















oversubscribed

 
/ˌōvərsəbˈskrībd/






adjective



1.
 
applied for in greater quantities than are available or expected




•
 
those bonds were said to be twelve to fourteen times oversubscribed.










2.
 
(of a course, etc.) having more applications than available places.













oversubtle

 
/ˌōvərˈsədl/






adjective




making excessively fine distinctions




•
 
an oversubtle argument.



















oversupply





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərsəˌplī /



1.
 
an excessive supply




•
 
an oversupply of teachers




•
 
oversupply causes prices to fall.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərsəˈplī /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply with too much or too many




•
 
the country was oversupplied with lawyers.



















oversuspicious

 
/ˌōvərsəˈspiSHəs/






adjective




excessively suspicious




•
 
an oversuspicious nature.



















overt

 
/ōˈvərt ˈōvərt/





I.
 
adjective




done or shown openly; plainly or readily apparent, not secret or hidden




•
 
an overt act of aggression




•
 
in untreated cases, overt psychosis may occur.














II.
 
derivatives





overtness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, past participle of 
ovrir

 ‘to open,’ from Latin 
aperire

 .





overtake

 
/ˌōvərˈtāk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch up with and pass while traveling in the same direction




•
 
the driver overtook a line of vehicles.










2.
 
become greater or more successful than




•
 
Germany rapidly overtook Britain in industrial output.










3.
 
(especially of misfortune) come suddenly or unexpectedly upon




•
 
the pattern of economic ruin overtook them.










4.
 
(of a feeling) affect (someone) suddenly and powerfully




•
 
weariness overtook him and he retired to bed.



















overtask

 
/ˌōvərˈtask/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impose too much work on


(as 
adj.

 
overtasked

 )


•
 
an overtasked school system.



















overtax

 
/ˌōvərˈtaks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
require (a person or company) to pay too much tax




•
 
if you're overtaxed, we want you in our party.










2.
 
make excessive demands on (a person's strength, abilities, etc.)




•
 
do athletes overtax their hearts?














II.
 
derivatives





overtaxation

 
/-takˈsāSHən /






noun





overtax
 (
sense

 1)





















over the top





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 to an excessive or exaggerated degree




•
 
some performances 
go over the top

 .










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 over the parapet of a trench and into battle




•
 
I'll be in the trench with you chaps when you 
go over the top

 .














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 excessive or exaggerated




•
 
failed, over-the-top attempts at humor




•
 
his reactions had been a bit over the top.



















overthink

 
/ˌōvərˈTHiNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think about (something) too much or for too long




•
 
must you overthink every relationship?




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he doesn't make snap decisions, but he doesn't overthink either.



















overthrow





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈTHrō /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove forcibly from power




•
 
military coups which had attempted to overthrow the king.










2.
 
put an end to (something), typically by the use of force or violence




•
 
their subversive activities are calculated to overthrow parliamentary democracy.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 knock or throw to the ground




•
 
one who is already prostrate cannot be overthrown.










4.
 
throw (a ball) further or harder than intended




•
 
he grips the ball too tight and overthrows it.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 throw a ball beyond (a receiving player)




•
 
he overthrew a receiver in the end zone.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌTHrō /



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a removal from power; a defeat or downfall




•
 
plotting 
the overthrow of

 the government.










2.
 
(in baseball and other games) a throw that sends a ball past its intended recipient or target.




3.
 
a panel of decorated wrought-iron work above an arch or gateway.













overthrust

 
/ˈōvərˌTHrəst /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
noun




the thrust of one series of rock strata over another, especially along a fault line at a shallow angle to the horizontal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force (a body of rock) over another


(as 
noun

 
overthrusting

 )


•
 
the increased overburden resulting from overthrusting.










2.
 
(of a body of rock) be forced over (another formation)




•
 
the shales are overthrust by Carboniferous rocks.



















overtime

 
/ˈōvərˌtīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
time in addition to what is normal, as time worked beyond one's scheduled working hours




•
 
fewer opportunities for overtime




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an overtime ban.










2.
 
payment for time worked beyond one's scheduled hours.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 extra time played at the end of a game that is tied at the end of the regulation time




•
 
they lost in overtime.














II.
 
adverb




in addition to normal working hours




•
 
they were working overtime to fulfill a big order




•
 


‹figurative›

 his brain was working overtime.



















overtip

 
/ˌōvərˈtip/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) an excessively generous tip.













overtire

 
/ˌōvərˈtī(ə)r/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exhaust (someone)




•
 
walk at a pace that does not overtire you.



















overtly

 
/ōˈvərtlē ˈōvərtlē/






adverb




without concealment or secrecy; openly




•
 
the selection policy was not overtly stated




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
some of the narrative is overtly sexual.



















overtone

 
/ˈōvərˌtōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical tone that is a part of the harmonic series above a fundamental note and may be heard with it.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a component of any oscillation whose frequency is an integral multiple of the fundamental frequency.




3.
 
(often 
overtones

 )
 — a subtle or subsidiary quality, implication, or connotation




•
 
the decision may have political overtones.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from over-
 + tone
 , suggested by German 
Oberton

 .





overtop

 
/ˌōvərˈtäp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exceed in height




•
 
no building is allowed to overtop the cathedral.










2.
 
(especially of water) rise over the top of (a barrier constructed to hold it back)




•
 
the old sea wall is regularly overtopped by high tides.










3.
 
be superior to




•
 
none can overtop him in goodness.



















overtrade

 
/ˌōvərˈtrād/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in more business than can be supported by the market or by the funds or resources available.













overtrain

 
/ˌōvərˈtrān/






verb




(with reference to an athlete) train or cause to train too hard or for too long.













overtrick

 
/ˈōvərˌtrik/






noun






[Bridge]

 a trick taken by the declarer in excess of the contract.














overtrump

 
/ˌōvərˈtrəmp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in bridge and similar card games) play a trump that is higher than one already played in the same trick.








II.
 
noun




an act of overtrumping.













overture

 
/ˈōvərCHər ˈōvərˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an introduction to something more substantial




•
 
the talks were no more than an overture to a long debate.










2.
 
(usu. 
overtures

 )
 — an approach or proposal made to someone with the aim of opening negotiations or establishing a relationship




•
 
Coleen listened to his overtures of love.










3.
 


[Music]

 an orchestral piece at the beginning of an opera, suite, play, oratorio, or other extended composition.




4.
 
an independent orchestral composition in one movement.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘aperture’): from Old French, from Latin 
apertura

 ‘aperture.’





overturn





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈtərn /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tip (something) over so that it is on its side or upside down




•
 
the crowd proceeded to overturn cars and set them on fire.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — turn over and come to rest upside down, typically as the result of an accident




•
 
a large housetrailer overturned in the middle of the road.










3.
 
abolish, invalidate, or reverse (a previous system, decision, situation, etc.)




•
 
the results overturned previous findings




•
 
he fought for eight years to overturn a conviction for armed robbery.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌtərn /



1.
 


‹rare›

 an act of turning over or upsetting something; a revolution, subversion, or reversal.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
[Ecology]

 the occasional (typically twice yearly) mixing of the water of a thermally stratified lake.














overtype

 
/ˌōvərˈtīp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
type over (another character)




•
 
overtype it with the correct number and press Return.














II.
 
noun




a facility or operating mode allowing overtyping.













over-under

 
over/under






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a bet on whether the outcome of an event (usually the combined score of a sports game) will be above or below a number established in advance by the bookmaker




•
 
the over-under in hockey gives you less chance of losing.










2.
 


(US)

 the number (usually the combined score of a sports game) on which bettors place wagers in an over-under bet




•
 
oddsmakers had set the over-under at 53, higher than any other game this week




•
 


‹figurative›

 what's 
the over-under on

 how many fanatics will camp out?










3.
 
(also 
over-and-under

 )
 — 

(US)

 a gun having barrels arranged one above the other rather than side by side




•
 
if shooting an over-under, have the upper barrel pointing over and the lower barrel under the bird.



















overuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈyo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use too much




•
 
young children sometimes overuse “and” in their writing.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌōvərˈyo͞os /



1.
 
excessive use




•
 
overuse of natural resources.














III.
 
derivatives





overused

 
/ˌōvərˈyo͞ozd /






adjective





















overvalue

 
/ˌōvərˈvalyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overestimate the importance of




•
 
intelligence can be overvalued.










2.
 
fix the value of (something, especially a currency) at too high a level




•
 
sterling was overvalued against the dollar.














II.
 
derivatives





overvaluation

 
/ˈōvərəˌvalyo͞oˈāSHən /






noun





















overview

 
/ˈōvərˌvyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a general review or summary of a subject




•
 
a critical overview of the scientific issues of our time.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a general review or summary of




•
 
the report overviews the needs of the community.



















overwater





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈwôtər, -ˈwätər /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
water (a plant, a lawn, etc.) too much




•
 
your cutting needs some water, but make sure you don't overwater it.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈōvərwôtər, -wätər /



1.
 
situated or taking place above water




•
 
the airline is to initiate long-haul overwater operations.



















overwear

 
/ˈōvərwer/






noun




outer clothing.













overweening

 
/ˌōvərˈwēniNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing excessive confidence or pride




•
 
overweening ambition.














II.
 
derivatives





overweeningly

 
/ˌōvərˈwēniNGlē /






adverb





















overweight





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌōvərˈwāt /



1.
 
above a weight considered normal or desirable




•
 
he's forty pounds overweight.










2.
 
above legal weight




•
 
an overweight truck.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈōvərˌwāt /



1.
 
excessive or extra weight.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌōvərˈwāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
overweighted

 )


1.
 
put too much weight on; overload.




2.
 


[Finance]

 invest in (a market sector, industry, etc.) to a greater than normal degree




•
 
we have overweighted the banking sector




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
we were overweighted in technology last year.




















overwhelm

 
/ˌōvərˈ(h)welm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bury or drown beneath a huge mass




•
 
the water flowed through to overwhelm the whole dam and the village beneath.










2.
 
defeat completely




•
 
his teams overwhelmed their opponents.










3.
 
give too much of a thing to (someone); inundate




•
 
they were overwhelmed by farewell messages.










4.
 
(usu. 
be overwhelmed

 )
 — have a strong emotional effect on




•
 
I was overwhelmed with guilt.










5.
 
be too strong for; overpower




•
 
the wine doesn't overwhelm the flavor of the trout.



















overwhelming

 
/ˌōvərˈ(h)welmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very great in amount




•
 
he was elected president by an overwhelming majority.










2.
 
(especially of an emotion) very strong




•
 
an overwhelming feeling of gratitude.














II.
 
derivatives





overwhelmingness






noun





















overwhelmingly

 
/ˈˌōvərˈ(h)welmiNGlē/






adverb




to a very great degree or with a great majority




•
 
the country voted overwhelmingly for independence




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the reaction has been overwhelmingly positive.



















overwind

 
/ˌōvərˈwīnd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wind (a mechanism, especially a watch) beyond the proper stopping point.













overwinter

 
/ˈōvərˈwin(t)ər/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — spend the winter




•
 
many birds overwinter in equatorial regions.










2.
 
(of an insect, plant, etc.) live through the winter




•
 
the germinated seeds will overwinter.



















overwithhold

 
/ˌōvərwiTHˈhōld, -wiT͟H-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deduct (an amount in withholding tax) in excess of what is owed.














overwork

 
/ˌōvərˈwərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exhaust with too much work




•
 
executives who are overworked and worried




•
 (as 
adj.

 
overworked

 )
 
tired, overworked, demoralized staff.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) work too hard




•
 
the doctor advised a complete rest because he had been overworking.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
overworked

 )
 — make excessive use of




•
 
the city's overworked sewer system.










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
overworked

 )
 — use (a word or idea) too much and so make it weaker in meaning or effect




•
 
“Breathtaking” is an overworked brochure cliché.














II.
 
noun




excessive work




•
 
his health broke down under the strain of overwork.



















overwrite

 
/ˌōvərˈrīt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write on top of (other writing)




•
 
many names had been scratched out or overwritten.










2.
 


[Computing]

 destroy (data) or the data in (a file) by entering new data in its place




•
 
an entry stating who is allowed to overwrite the file.










3.
 
another term for overtype
 .




4.
 
write too elaborately or ornately




•
 
there is a tendency to overwrite their parts and fall into cliché.



















overwrought

 
/ˌōvəˈrôt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in a state of nervous excitement or anxiety




•
 
she was too overwrought to listen to reason.










2.
 
(of a piece of writing or a work of art) too elaborate or complicated in design or construction.











– origin

 late Middle English: archaic past participle of overwork
 .





overzealous

 
/ˌōvərˈzeləs/





I.
 
adjective




too zealous in attitude or behavior




•
 
he's been overzealous in handing out parking tickets.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
overzealously






adverb













2.
 
overzealousness






noun






















ovi-





I.
 
combining form






[chiefly Zoology]

 of or relating to eggs or ova




•
 
oviparous.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ovum

 ‘egg.’





Ovid

 
/ˈävid/






(43 
BC

 –
c.

 
AD

 17), Roman poet; full name 
Publius Ovidius Naso

 . He is noted for his elegiac love poems (such as the 
Amores

 and the 
Ars Amatoria

 ) and for the 
Metamorphoses

 , a hexametric series of tales of mythological, legendary, and historical figures.









Ovidian

 
/ˈävidēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Roman poet Ovid or his works




•
 
Ovidian tales of the loves of the gods.



















oviduct

 
/ˈōvəˌdəkt/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the tube through which an ovum or egg passes from an ovary.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oviducal

 
/ˌōvəˈdo͞okəl /






adjective













2.
 
oviductal

 
/ˌōvəˈdəktəl /






adjective





















Oviedo

 
/ôˈvyedō/






a city in northwestern Spain, capital of the Asturias region; pop. 220,644 (2008).









oviform

 
/ˈōvəˌfôrm/






adjective




egg-shaped.













ovine

 
/ˈōˌvīn/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or resembling sheep.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin 
ovinus

 , from Latin 
ovis

 ‘sheep.’






oviparous

 
/ōˈvipərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a bird, etc.) producing young by means of eggs that are hatched after they have been laid by the parent.

Compare with viviparous
 and ovoviviparous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





oviparity

 
/-ˈparitē /






noun





















oviposit

 
/ˌōvəˈpäzət/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 (especially of an insect) lay an egg or eggs.








II.
 
derivatives





oviposition

 
/-pəˈziSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from ovi-
 ‘egg’ + Latin 
posit-

 ‘placed’ (from the verb 
ponere

 ).





ovipositor

 
/ˌōvəˈpäzədər/






noun






[Zoology]

 a tubular organ through which a female insect or fish deposits eggs.













oviraptor

 
/ˌōviˈraptər/





I.
 
noun




a bipedal dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period, having a toothless jaw and long forelimbs with clawed fingers.

[Genus 
Oviraptor

 , family 
Oviraptoridae

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 .]











– origin

 1920s: from ovi-
 (from Latin 
ovum

 ‘egg’) + raptor
 , the original supposition being that it fed on the eggs of other dinosaurs.





ovoid

 
/ˈōˌvoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a solid or a three-dimensional surface) egg-shaped.




2.
 
(of a plane figure) oval, especially with one end more pointed than the other.








II.
 
noun




an ovoid body or surface.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
ovoïde

 , from modern Latin 
ovoides

 , from Latin 
ovum

 ‘egg.’





ovolo

 
/ˈōvəlō/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a rounded convex molding, in cross section a quarter of a circle or ellipse.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
ovo

 ‘egg,’ from Latin 
ovum

 .





ovotestis

 
/ˌōvōˈtestəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an organ producing both ova and spermatozoa, as in some gastropod mollusks.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ovum
 + testis
 .






ovoviviparous

 
/ōˌvōvəˈvip(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) producing young by means of eggs that are hatched within the body of the parent, as in some snakes.

Compare with oviparous
 and viviparous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





ovoviviparity

 
/-ˌvīvəˈparitē /






noun





















ovulate

 
/ˈävyəˌlāt ˈōvyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge ova or ovules from the ovary.








II.
 
derivatives





ovulatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from 
ovulation

 , or from medieval Latin 
ovulum

 ‘little egg’ (see ovule
 ) + -ate
 3
 .





ovulation

 
/ˌōvyəˈlāSHən ˌävyəˈlāSHən/






noun




discharge of ova or ovules from the ovary




•
 
blood samples were assessed to determine the timing of ovulation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a woman's ovulation cycle




•
 
consecutive ovulations.




















ovule

 
/ˈōvyo͞ol ˈävyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small or immature ovum.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the part of the ovary of seed plants that contains the female germ cell and after fertilization becomes the seed.








II.
 
derivatives





ovular

 
/ˈōvyələr ˈävyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
ovulum

 , diminutive of ovum
 .






ovum

 
/ˈōvəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a mature female reproductive cell, especially of a human or other animal, that can divide to give rise to an embryo usually only after fertilization by a male cell.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘egg.’





ow

 
/ou/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express sudden pain




•
 
Ow! You're hurting me!

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the mid 19th cent.





OW






abbreviation




Old Welsh.














owe

 
/ō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an obligation to pay or repay (something, especially money) in return for something received




•
 
they have denied they owe money to the company




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I owe you 25 cents.










2.
 
owe something, especially money, to (someone)




•
 
I owe you for the taxi.










3.
 
be under a moral obligation to give someone (gratitude, respect, etc.)




•
 
I 
owe it to

 him to explain what's happened




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I owe you an apology.










4.
 
(
owe something to

 )
 — have something because of (someone or something)




•
 
he owed his success not to chance but to insight.










5.
 
be indebted to someone or something for (something)




•
 
I owe my life to you.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
owe it to oneself






need to do something to protect one's own interests




•
 
you owe it to yourself to take care of your body.















2.
 
owe someone one








‹informal›

 feel indebted to someone for a favor done




•
 
thanks, I owe you one for this.















3.
 
owes someone a living






used to express disapproval of someone who expects to receive financial support or other benefits without doing any work




•
 
they think the world owes them a living.





















– origin

 Old English 
āgan

 ‘own, have it as an obligation,’ of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
īs

 ‘possess, own.’ Compare with ought
 1
 .





Owens, Jesse

 
/ˈō(w)ənz/






(1913–80), US athlete; born 
James Cleveland Owens

 . In 1935, he equaled or broke six world records in forty-five minutes, and in 1936, he won four gold medals at the Olympic Games in Berlin. The success of Owens, a black man, in Berlin outraged Hitler.









Owensboro

 
/ˈōwənzˌbərō/






an industrial port city in northwestern Kentucky, on the Ohio River; pop. 55,516 (est. 2008).









Owens Valley

 
/ˌōwənz ˈvalē/






the valley of the Owens River, in east central California, between the Sierra Nevada and the Inyo Mountains, the source since 1913 of much of the water supply for Los Angeles.









owing

 
/ˈōiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of money) yet to be paid




•
 
no rent was owing.














II.
 
phrases





owing to

 
/ˈōiNG to͞o /






because of or on account of




•
 
his reading was hesitant owing to a stammer.























owl

 
/oul/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal bird of prey with large forward-facing eyes surrounded by facial disks, a hooked beak, and typically a loud call.

[Order 
Strigiformes

 : families 
Strigidae

 (
typical owls

 such as tawny owls and eagle owls) and 
Tytonidae

 (
barn owls

 and their relatives).]








II.
 
derivatives





owllike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
ūle

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
uil

 and German 
Eule

 , from a base imitative of the bird's call.





owl butterfly






noun




a very large South American butterfly that flies at dusk, with a large eyelike marking on the underside of each hind wing.

[Genus 
Caligo

 , subfamily 
Brassolinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]














owlet

 
/ˈoulət/






noun



1.
 
a small owl found chiefly in Asia and Africa.

[Genus 
Glaucidium

 and 
Athene

 , family 
Strigidae

 : several species.]




2.
 
a young owl of any kind.




3.
 
another term for noctuid
 .













owlet-nightjar

 
/ˌoulətˈnītˌjär/






noun




a nocturnal Australasian bird resembling a small nightjar, with an owllike face and a large gape.

[Family 
Aegothelidae

 and genus 
Aegotheles

 : several species.]













owl-faced monkey






noun




a guenon that has a black face with white and yellow markings and bright blue skin on the rump, living in the forests of central Africa.

[
Cercopithecus hamlyni

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]













owlish

 
/ˈouliSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like an owl, especially in acting or appearing wise or solemn




•
 
he had an owlish and solemn air.










2.
 
(of eyeglasses) resembling the large round eyes of an owl.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
owlishly

 
/ˈouliSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
owlishness






noun






















owl monkey






noun




another term for douroucouli
 .














owl parrot






noun




another term for kakapo
 .














own

 
/ōn/





I.
 
adjective, pronoun



1.
 
used with a possessive to emphasize that someone or something belongs or relates to the person mentioned


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
they can't handle their own children




•
 
I was an outcast among my own kind




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
the Church would look after its own.










2.
 
done or produced by and for the person specified


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
I used to design all my own clothes




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
they claimed the work as their own.










3.
 
particular to the person or thing mentioned; individual


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the style had its own charm




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
the film had a quality all its own.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have (something) as one's own; possess




•
 
his father owns a restaurant




•
 (
-owned

 )
 
state-owned property.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 admit or acknowledge that something is the case or that one feels a certain way




•
 
she 
owned to

 a feeling of profound jealousy




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he was reluctant to own that he was indebted.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take or acknowledge full responsibility for (something)




•
 
I emphasize the importance of owning our anger and finding ways to control it.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 acknowledge paternity, authorship, or possession of




•
 
he has published little, trivial things which he will not own.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 utterly defeat (an opponent or rival); completely get the better of




•
 
yeah right, she totally owned you, man.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as if (or like) one owns the place








‹informal›

 in an overbearing or self-important manner




•
 
he would have walked in and taken charge as if he owned the place.















2.
 
be one's own man (or woman)





a.
 
act independently and with confidence.




b.
 


‹archaic›

 be in full possession of one's faculties.









3.
 
come into its (or one's) own






become fully effective, used, or recognized




•
 
Mexico will come into its own as a vacation spot.















4.
 
get one's own back








‹informal›

 take action in retaliation for a wrongdoing or insult.









5.
 
hold one's own






retain a position of strength in a challenging situation




•
 
I can hold my own in a fight.















6.
 
of one's own






belonging to oneself alone




•
 
at last I've got a place of my own.















7.
 
on one's own






unaccompanied by others; alone or unaided




•
 
I have to do things on my own.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





own up






admit or confess to having done something wrong or embarrassing




•
 
he 
owns up to

 few mistakes.





















– origin

 Old English 
āgen

 (adjective and pronoun) ‘owned, possessed,’ past participle of 
āgan

 ‘owe’; the verb (Old English 
āgnian

 ‘possess,’ also ‘make own's own’) was originally from the adjective, later probably reintroduced from owner
 .





ownage

 
/ˈōnij/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the action or fact of utterly defeating an opponent or rival




•
 
maybe you should take the time to think out a better response to his massive and public ownage of you.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘the fact of owning something’): the modern use is from own
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb) + -age
 .






owner

 
/ˈōnər/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns something




•
 
the proud owner of a huge Dalmatian.














II.
 
derivatives





ownerless

 
/ˈōnərləs /






adjective





















owner-occupied

 
/ˈˌōnər ˈäkyəˌpīd/






adjective




(of a house or apartment) used as a dwelling by the owner.













ownership

 
/ˈōnərˌSHip/






noun




the act, state, or right of possessing something




•
 
the ownership of land




•
 
the rise in car ownership.



















own goal

 
/ōn ɡōl/






noun




(in soccer) a goal scored inadvertently when the ball is struck into the goal by a player on the defensive team.














ox

 
/äks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated bovine animal kept for milk or meat; a cow or bull.

See cattle
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
a castrated male of this, formerly much used as a draft animal


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an ox cart.










3.
 
an animal of a group related to the domestic ox.

See cattle
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 Old English 
oxa

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
os

 and German 
Ochse

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
ukṣán

 ‘bull.’






ox-






combining form




variant spelling of oxy-
 2
 reduced before a vowel (as in 
oxazole

 ).













oxacillin

 
/ˌäksəˈsilin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic drug made by chemical modification of penicillin and used to treat bacterial infections.











– origin

 1960s: blend of oxazole
 and penicillin
 .





oxalic acid

 
/äkˌsalik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous crystalline acid with a sour taste, present in rhubarb leaves, wood sorrel, and other plants. Its uses include bleaching and cleansing.

[Alternative name: 
ethanedioic acid

 ; chem. formula: (COOH)2
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





oxalate

 
/ˈäksəˌlāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
oxalic

 from French 
oxalique

 , via Latin from Greek 
oxalis

 ‘wood sorrel.’





oxalis

 
/ˈäksələs äkˈsaləs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the wood sorrel, typically having three-lobed leaves and white, yellow, or pink flowers.

[Genus 
Oxalis

 , family 
Oxalidaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
oxus

 ‘sour’ (because of its sharp-tasting leaves).






oxazole

 
/ˈäksəˌzōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile liquid with weakly basic properties, whose molecule contains a five-membered ring that serves as the basis of a number of medicinal drugs.

[A heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C3
 H3
 NO.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ox-
 ‘oxygen’ + azo-
 + -ole
 .





oxazolidinone

 
/ˌäksəzōˈlidnōn/






noun




any of a class of synthetic antibiotics that inhibit protein synthesis, used against Gram-positive bacteria.













oxbow

 
/ˈäksˌbō/






noun



1.
 
a U-shaped bend in the course of a river.




2.
 
short for oxbow lake
 .




3.
 
a U-shaped collar of an ox yoke.














oxbow lake

 
/ˈäksˌbō lāk/






noun




a curved lake formed at a former oxbow where the main stream of the river has cut across the narrow end and no longer flows around the loop of the bend.













Oxbridge

 
/ˈäksˌbrij/





I.
 
noun




Oxford and Cambridge universities regarded together


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Oxbridge colleges.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of Oxford
 1
 and Cambridge
 .





oxen

 
/ˈäksən/






plural form of ox
 .









oxeye

 
/ˈäksˌī/






noun




a yellow-flowered North American plant of the daisy family.

[
Heliopsis helianthoides

 , family 
Compositae

 .]














oxeye daisy






noun




an often-cultivated Eurasian daisy that has large white flowers with yellow centers.

Also called marguerite
 . [
Leucanthemum vulgare

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













Oxf.






abbreviation




Oxford.














Oxford1


 
/ˈäksfərd/





I.
 
a city in central England, on the Thames River; pop. 146,100 (est. 2009). Oxford University is located here.




II.
 
a town in north central Mississippi, home to the University of Mississippi and associated with novelist William Faulkner; pop. 17,265 (est. 2008).

See also Yoknapatawpha County
 .









Oxford2


 
/ˈäksfərd /

 
oxford





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Oxford shoe

 )
 — a type of lace-up shoe with a low heel.




•
 
suede Oxfords are the essential shoes for autumn.










2.
 
(also 
Oxford cloth

 )
 — a heavy cotton cloth chiefly used to make shirts


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an Oxford shirt.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Oxford
 1
 .





Oxford Group






a Christian movement popularized in Oxford in the late 1920s, advocating discussion of personal problems by groups.

Later known as Moral Rearmament
 .










Oxford Movement






a Christian movement started in Oxford, England, in 1833, seeking to restore traditional Catholic teachings and ceremony within the Church of England. Its leaders were John Keble, Edward Pusey, and (until he became a Roman Catholic) John Henry Newman. It formed the basis of the present Anglo-Catholic (or High Church) tradition.

Also called Tractarianism
 .









oxherd

 
/ˈäksˌhərd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a cowherd.











– origin

 Old English, from ox
 + obsolete 
herd

 ‘herdsman.’





oxhide

 
/ˈäksˌhīd/






noun




leather made from the hide of an ox.














oxic

 
/ˈäksik/





I.
 
adjective




designating a process or environment in which oxygen is involved or present.











– origin

 1960s: from 
ox(ide)

 or 
ox(ygen)

 + -ic
 .





oxidant

 
/ˈäksədənt/





I.
 
noun




an oxidizing agent.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French (modern French 
oxydant

 ), present participle of 
oxider

 ‘oxidize.’





oxidase

 
/ˈäksəˌdās ˈäksəˌdāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that promotes the transfer of a hydrogen atom from a particular substrate to an oxygen molecule, forming water or hydrogen peroxide.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
oxydase

 , from 
oxyde

 ‘oxide.’






oxidation

 
/ˌäksəˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the process or result of oxidizing or being oxidized.








II.
 
derivatives





oxidational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French (modern French 
oxydation

 ), from 
oxider

 ‘oxidize.’





oxidation number

 
oxidation state






noun






[Chemistry]

 a number assigned to an element in chemical combination that represents the number of electrons lost (or gained, if the number is negative) by an atom of that element in the compound.













oxidative

 
/ˈäksəˌdādiv/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 relating to the process or result of oxidizing or being oxidized




•
 
oxidative reactions.




















oxide

 
/ˈäkˌsīd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of oxygen with another element or group.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
oxygène

 ‘oxygen’ + 
-ide

 (as in 
acide

 ‘acid’).






oxidize

 
/ˈäksəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
combine or become combined chemically with oxygen


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
when coal is burned any sulfur is oxidized to sulfur dioxide




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the fats in the food will oxidize, turning it rancid.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 undergo or cause to undergo a reaction in which electrons are lost to another species.

The opposite of reduce
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
oxidizable






adjective













2.
 
oxidization

 
/ˌäksəˌdīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌäksədəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
oxidizer

 
/ˈäksəˌdīzər /






noun





















oxidizing agent

 
/ˈäksəˌdīziNG ˌājənt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance that tends to bring about oxidation by being reduced and gaining electrons.













oximeter

 
/äkˈsimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the proportion of oxygenated hemoglobin in the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





oximetry

 
/-trē /






noun





















oxisol

 
/ˈäksiˌsôl, -säl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order comprising stable, highly weathered, tropical mineral soils with highly oxidized subsurface horizons.











– origin

 1960s: from oxic
 + -sol
 .





oxlip

 
/ˈäksˌlip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woodland Eurasian primula with yellow flowers that hang down one side of the stem.

[
Primula elatior

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
false oxlip

 )
 — a natural hybrid between a primrose and a cowslip.











– origin

 Old English 
oxanslyppe

 , from 
oxa

 ‘ox’ + 
slyppe

 ‘slime’; compare with cowslip
 .





Oxnard

 
/ˈäksnärd/






a city in southwestern California, northwest of Los Angeles, on the Pacific coast; pop. 185,717 (est. 2008).









Oxon

 
/ˈäksˌän/





I.
 
abbreviation




(especially in degree titles) of Oxford University




•
 
BA, Oxon.

















– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Oxoniensis

 , from 
Oxonia

 (see Oxonian
 ).






Oxonian

 
/äkˈsōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Oxford, England, or Oxford University.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Oxford, England.




2.
 
someone who attends or has a degree from Oxford University.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
Oxonia

 (Latinized name of Oxford, from its old form 
Oxenford

 ) + -an
 .






oxpecker

 
/ˈäksˌpekər/






noun




a brown African bird related to the starlings, feeding on parasites that infest the skins of large grazing mammals.

[Genus 
Buphagus

 , family 
Sturnidae

 (or 
Buphagidae

 ): two species.]













oxtail

 
/ˈäksˌtāl/






noun



1.
 
the tail of a cow.




2.
 
meat from this, used especially for making soup.













oxter

 
/ˈäkstər/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a person's armpit.











– origin

 Old English 
ōhsta

 , 
ōxta

 .





ox-tongue

 
/ˈäksˌtəNG/






noun




an Old World plant of the daisy family with yellow dandelionlike flowers and prickly hairs on the stem and leaves.

[Genus 
Picris

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the 
bristly ox-tongue

 (
P. echioides

 ), introduced to and now common in California.]













Oxus

 
/ˈäksəs/






ancient name for Amu Darya
 .









oxy

 
/ˈäksē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for oxycodone
 :




•
 
he took oxy after knee surgery.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a tablet of oxycodone




•
 
they stole some oxys from a pharmacy.



















oxy-1






I.
 
combining form




denoting sharpness




•
 
oxytone.

















– origin

 from Greek 
oxus

 ‘sharp.’






oxy-2


 
ox-






combining form






[Chemistry]

 representing oxygen
 .













oxyacetylene

 
/ˌäksēəˈsed(ə)lˌēn ˌäksēəˈsed(ə)lən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or denoting welding or cutting techniques using a very hot flame produced by mixing acetylene and oxygen.













oxyacid

 
/ˌäksēˈasəd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an inorganic acid whose molecules contain oxygen, such as sulfuric or nitric acid.













oxyanion

 
/ˌäksēˈanˌīən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an anion containing one or more oxygen atoms bonded to another element (as in the sulfate and carbonate ions).














oxycodone

 
/ˌäksēˈkōdōn /

 


‹trademark›

 OxyContin





I.
 
noun




a synthetic analgesic drug that is similar to morphine in its effects and subject to abuse and addiction.











– origin

 1970s: from oxy-
 2
 + 
co-

 in codeine
 .






oxygen

 
/ˈäksəjən/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
O

 )
 — a colorless, odorless reactive gas, the chemical element of atomic number 8 and the life-supporting component of the air. Oxygen forms about 20 percent of the earth's atmosphere, and is the most abundant element in the earth's crust, mainly in the form of oxides, silicates, and carbonates.








II.
 
derivatives





oxygenous

 
/äkˈsijənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
(principe) oxygène

 ‘acidifying constituent’ (because at first it was held to be the essential component in the formation of acids).






oxygenate

 
/ˈäksəjəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply, treat, charge, or enrich with oxygen


(as 
adj.

 
oxygenated

 )


•
 
a good supply of oxygenated blood.














II.
 
derivatives





oxygenation

 
/ˌäksəjəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
oxygéner

 ‘supply with oxygen’ + -ate
 3
 .





oxygenator

 
/ˈäksəjəˌnādər/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 an apparatus for oxygenating the blood.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an aquatic plant that enriches the surrounding water with oxygen, especially in a pond or aquarium.













oxygen bar






noun




an establishment where people pay to inhale pure oxygen for its reputedly therapeutic effects.













oxygenize

 
/ˈäksəjəˌnīz/






verb




alternate term for oxygenate
 .













oxygen mask






noun




a mask placed over the nose and mouth and connected to a supply of oxygen, used when the body is not able to gain enough oxygen by breathing air, for example, at high altitudes or because of a medical condition.














oxygen tent






noun




a tentlike enclosure within which the air supply can be enriched with oxygen to aid a patient's breathing.













oxyhemoglobin

 
/ˌäksēˌhēməˈɡlōbən ˌäksēˈhēməˌɡlōbən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a bright red substance formed by the combination of hemoglobin with oxygen, present in oxygenated blood.













oxymoron

 
/ˌäksəˈmôrˌän/





I.
 
noun




a figure of speech in which apparently contradictory terms appear in conjunction (e.g., 
faith unfaithful kept him falsely true

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





oxymoronic

 
/-məˈränik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
oxumōron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
oxumōros

 ‘pointedly foolish,’ from 
oxus

 ‘sharp’ + 
mōros

 ‘foolish.’





oxyntic

 
/ˌäkˈsin(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting the secretory cells that produce hydrochloric acid in the main part of the stomach, or the glands that they compose.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
oxunteos

 (verbal noun from 
oxunein

 ‘sharpen’) + -ic
 .






oxytetracycline

 
/ˌäksəˌtetrəˈsīklēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic related to tetracycline, used to treat a variety of bacterial infections.













oxytocin

 
/ˌäksəˈtōs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone released by the pituitary gland that causes increased contraction of the uterus during labor and stimulates the ejection of milk into the ducts of the breasts.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
oxutokia

 ‘sudden delivery’ (from 
oxus

 ‘sharp’ + 
tokos

 ‘childbirth’) + -in
 1
 .





oxytone

 
/ˈäksəˌtōn/





I.
 
adjective




(especially in ancient Greek) having an acute accent on the last syllable.








II.
 
noun




a word having an acute accent on the last syllable.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
oxutonos

 , from 
oxus

 ‘sharp’ + 
tonos

 ‘tone.’





oyer and terminer

 
/ˌoiər an(d) ˈtərminər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a court authorized to hear certain criminal cases.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
oyer et terminer

 ‘hear and determine.’





oyez

 
/ōˈyā ōˈyez /

 
oyes





I.
 
exclamation




a call given by a court officer, or formerly by public criers, typically repeated two or three times to command silence and attention, as before court is in session.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
oiez!

 , 
oyez!

 ‘hear!,’ imperative plural of 
oir

 , from Latin 
audire

 ‘hear.’





oyster

 
/ˈoistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of bivalve mollusks with rough irregular shells. Several kinds are eaten (especially raw) as a delicacy and may be farmed for food or pearls.

[● a true oyster (family 
Ostreidae

 ), in particular the edible 
American oyster

 (
Crassostrea virginica

 ). ● a similar bivalve of another family, in particular the 
thorny oysters

 (
Spondylidae

 ), 
wing oysters

 (
Pteriidae

 ), and 
saddle oysters

 (
Anomiidae

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
oyster white

 )
 — a shade of grayish white.




3.
 
an oyster-shaped morsel of meat on each side of the backbone in poultry.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
oystering

 )


1.
 
raise, dredge, or gather oysters




•
 
oystering is still the lifeblood of this town.














III.
 
phrases





the world is your oyster






you are in a position to take the opportunities that life has to offer.

[from Shakespeare's 
Merry Wives of Windsor

 (
II.

 ii. 5).]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
oistre

 , via Latin from Greek 
ostreon

 ; related to 
osteon

 ‘bone’ and 
ostrakon

 ‘shell or tile.’





oyster bar






noun



1.
 
a hotel bar, small restaurant, or other place where oysters are served.




2.
 
(especially in the southeastern US) an oyster bed.













Oyster Bay






a town in central Long Island in New York that includes the villages of Hicksville, Farmingdale, and Oyster Bay; pop. 301,474 (est. 2008).









oyster bed

 
/ˈoistər ˌbed/






noun




a part of the sea bottom where oysters breed or are bred.













oystercatcher

 
/ˈoistərˌkaCHər/






noun




a coastal wading bird with black-and-white or all-black plumage and a strong orange-red bill, feeding chiefly on shellfish.

[Family 
Haematopodidae

 and genus 
Haematopus

 : several species, e.g., the black and white 
H. ostralegus

 of Eurasia.]














oyster crab






noun




a minute, soft-bodied crab that lives inside the shell of a bivalve mollusk, where it filters food particles from the water drawn into the shell by its host.

Also called pea crab
 . [Family 
Pinnotheridae

 : 
Pinnotheres

 and other genera.]













oyster cracker






noun




a small, round soda cracker served with soup, oysters, etc.













oyster farm

 
/ˈoistər färm/






noun




an area of the seabed used for breeding oysters.













oysterman

 
/ˈoistərmən/






noun



1.
 
a person who gathers, cultivates, or sells oysters.




2.
 
a boat equipped for harvesting oysters.













oyster mushroom






noun




a widely distributed edible fungus that has a grayish-brown, oyster-shaped cap and a very short or absent stem, growing on the wood of broadleaved trees and causing rot.

[
Pleurotus ostreatus

 , family 
Pleurotaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]














oyster plant






noun




another term for salsify
 .













oyster sauce






noun




a sauce made with oysters and soy sauce, used especially in Chinese cooking.













oysters Rockefeller






plural noun




oysters covered with a mixture of spinach, butter, seasonings, and bread crumbs and cooked on the half shell.













oy vey

 
/oi ˈvā /

 
oy





I.
 
exclamation




indicating dismay or grief.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Yiddish, literally ‘oh woe.’





Oz

 
/äz /

 

‹Austral. informal›






I.
 
adjective




Australian.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
Australia.




2.
 
a person from Australia.











– origin

 1940s: representing a pronunciation of an abbreviation of Australia
 .





oz.





I.
 
abbreviation




ounce(s).











– origin

 from Italian 
onza

 ‘ounce.’





Ozalid

 
/ˈäzəˌlid/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a photocopy made by a process in which a diazonium salt and coupler are present in the paper coating, so that the image develops in the presence of ammonia.











– origin

 1920s: by reversal of diazo
 and insertion of 
-l

 .





oz. ap.






abbreviation




apothecaries' ounce.













Ozark Mountains

 
/ˌōzärk ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Ozarks






a heavily forested highland plateau dissected by rivers, valleys, and streams, lying between the Missouri and Arkansas rivers and within the states of Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Illinois.









oz. av.






abbreviation




avoirdupois ounce.













Ozawa, Seiji

 
/ōˈzäwə/






(1935–), Japanese conductor. He was conductor of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 1965–70 and music director and conductor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra 1973–2002. In 2002 he became musical director of the Vienna State Opera.









Ozick, Cynthia

 
/ˈōˌzik/






(1928–), US writer and critic. Many of her works, such as 
Bloodshed and Three Novellas

 (1976) and 
The Puttermesser Papers

 (1997), examine being Jewish in contemporary life. Some of her essays are collected in 
Fame and Folly

 (1996).









ozocerite

 
/ōˈzōkəˌrīt, -səˌrit, ˌōzōˈsirīt /

 
ozokerite





I.
 
noun




a brown or black paraffin wax occurring naturally in some shales and sandstones and formerly used in candles, polishes, and electrical insulation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Ozokerit

 , from Greek 
ozein

 ‘to smell’ + 
kēros

 ‘wax.’





ozone

 
/ˈōˌzōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a colorless unstable toxic gas with a pungent odor and powerful oxidizing properties, formed from oxygen by electrical discharges or ultraviolet light. It differs from normal oxygen (O2
 ) in having three atoms in its molecule (O3
 ).




2.
 
short for ozone layer
 .




3.
 


‹informal›

 fresh invigorating air, especially that blowing onto the shore from the sea.








II.
 
derivatives





ozonic

 
/ōˈzänik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Ozon

 , from Greek 
ozein

 ‘to smell.’





ozone-friendly

 
/ˈōzōn ˈˌfrendlē/






adjective




(of manufactured products) not containing chemicals that are destructive to the ozone layer.













ozone hole

 
/ˈōˌzōn hōl/






noun




a region of marked thinning of the ozone layer in high latitudes, chiefly in winter, attributed to the chemical action of chlorofluorcarbons and other atmospheric pollutants. The resulting increase in ultraviolet light at ground level gives rise to an increased risk of skin cancer.














ozone layer

 
/ˈōˌzōn ˈlāər/






noun




a layer in the earth's stratosphere at an altitude of about 6.2 miles (10 km) containing a high concentration of ozone, which absorbs most of the ultraviolet radiation reaching the earth from the sun.













ozonide

 
/ˈōzəˌnīd/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a class of unstable cyclic compounds formed by the addition of ozone to a carbon–carbon double bond.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt of the anion O3
 −
 , derived from ozone.













ozonize

 
/ˈōzəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
ozonized

 )


1.
 
convert (oxygen) into ozone.




2.
 
enrich or treat with ozone




•
 
ozonized air.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ozonization

 
/ˌōz(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌōzəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
ozonizer

 
/ˈōzəˌnīzər /






noun





















ozonosphere

 
/ōˈzōnəˌsfir/






noun




technical term for ozone layer
 .













oz. t.






abbreviation




troy ounce.













p

 
/pē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
page.




2.
 
(
p-

 ) [in 
combination

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 para-




•
 


p

 -xylene.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 penny or pence.




4.
 


[Music]

 piano (softly).




5.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) pico- (1012
 )




•
 
a 220 pf capacitor.










6.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting electrons and orbitals possessing one unit of angular momentum.

[from 
principal

 , originally applied to lines in atomic spectra.]








II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Physics]

 pressure.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 probability.













P1


 
/pē /

 
p





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sixteenth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after O (or N if O is omitted) in a set of items, categories, etc.








II.
 
phrases





mind one's Ps and Qs






see mind
 .

















P2


 
/pē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
pastor.




2.
 
father.

[Latin 
pater

 .]




3.
 
(in tables of sports results) games played.




4.
 
(on an automatic gearshift) park.




5.
 
(on road signs and street plans) parking.




6.
 
peseta.




7.
 
peso.




8.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) peta- (1015
 )




•
 
27 PBq of radioactive material.










9.
 


[Physics]

 poise (unit of viscosity).




10.
 
post.




11.
 
president.




12.
 
pressure.




13.
 
priest.




14.
 
prince.




15.
 
proprietary.




16.
 
progressive.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element phosphorus.













p. & h.






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 postage and handling.













pa

 
/pä/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 father




•
 
my pa was no farmer




•
 [as 
name

 ]
 
Pa is busy on the telephone.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of papa
 .





Pa





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
pascal; pascals.




2.
 
Pennsylvania.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element protactinium.













PA

 
/ˌpē ˈā/






abbreviation



1.
 
Pennsylvania (in official postal use).




2.
 
Press Association.




3.
 
public address.













p.a.

 
/ˌpēˈā/






abbreviation




per annum.













pa'anga

 
/ˈpäNGɡə, päˈäNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Tonga, equal to 100 seniti.











– origin

 Tongan.





Paar, Jack

 
/pär/






(1918–2004), US television personality; full name 
Jack Harold Paar

 . He was host of 
The Tonight Show

 1957–62 (officially 
The Jack Paar Show

 from 1959).









Paarl

 
/pärl/






a town in southwestern South Africa, in the province of Western Cape, northeast of Cape Town; pop. 191,000 (est. 2009).









PABA

 
/ˈpäbə, ˈpabə/






abbreviation




para-aminobenzoic acid.













pablum

 
/ˈpabləm/





I.
 
noun




bland or insipid intellectual fare, entertainment, etc.; pap.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘food’): from Latin, from the stem of 
pascere

 ‘to feed.’





PABX






abbreviation




private automatic branch exchange, a private telephone switchboard.














PAC1


 
/pak/






noun






(US)

 short for political action committee
 .




•
 
over 80% of the financial support of 9 House members came from PACs.



















PAC2


 
/pak/






abbreviation




Pan-Africanist Congress.














paca

 
/ˈpäkə ˈpakə/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal South American rodent that has a reddish-brown coat patterned with rows of white spots. It is hunted for its edible flesh.

Also called spotted cavy
 . [Genus 
Cuniculus

 , family 
Dasyproctidae

 : two species, in particular 
A. paca

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Spanish and Portuguese from Tupi.






pace1


 
/pās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a single step taken when walking or running.




2.
 
a unit of length representing the distance between two successive steps in walking.




3.
 
a gait of a horse or other animal, especially one of the recognized trained gaits of a horse.




4.
 


‹literary›

 a person's manner of walking or running




•
 
I steal with quiet pace.










5.
 
consistent and continuous speed in walking, running, or moving




•
 
most traffic moved at the pace of the riverboat




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
walking at a comfortably fast pace.










6.
 
the speed or rate at which something happens, changes, or develops




•
 
the children work separately in the classroom at their own pace




•
 
the poor neighborhoods fester at an increasingly rapid pace.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk at a steady and consistent speed, especially back and forth and as an expression of one's anxiety or annoyance




•
 
we paced up and down in exasperation




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she had been pacing the room.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — measure (a distance) by walking it and counting the number of steps taken




•
 
I 
paced out

 the dimensions of my new home.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lead (another runner in a race) in order to establish a competitive speed




•
 
Morales paced us for four miles.










4.
 
(
pace oneself

 )
 — do something at a slow and steady rate or speed in order to avoid overexerting oneself




•
 
Frank was pacing himself for the long night and day ahead.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move or develop (something) at a particular rate or speed




•
 
the action is paced to the beat of a perky march




•
 (
-paced

 )
 
our fast-paced daily lives.










6.
 
(of a horse) move in a distinctive lateral gait in which both legs on the same side are lifted together, seen mostly in specially bred or trained horses.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
change of pace








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a change from what one is used to




•
 
the magenta is a change of pace from traditional red.















2.
 
keep pace with






move, develop, or progress at the same speed as




•
 
fees have had to be raised a little to keep pace with inflation.















3.
 
off the pace






behind the leader or leading group in a race or contest.









4.
 
put someone (or something) through their (or its) paces






make someone (or something) demonstrate their (or its) qualities or abilities




•
 
the cars are examined by our safety experts and put through their paces by our drivers.















5.
 
set the pace





a.
 
be the fastest runner in the early part of a race.




b.
 
lead the way in doing or achieving something




•
 
space movies have set the pace for the development of special effects.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pas

 , from Latin 
passus

 ‘stretch (of the leg),’ from 
pandere

 ‘to stretch.’





pace2


 
/ˈpāˌsē ˈpäˌCHā/





I.
 
preposition




with due respect to (someone or their opinion), used to express polite disagreement or contradiction




•
 
narrative history, pace some theorists, is by no means dead.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘in peace,’ ablative of 
pax

 , as in 
pace tua

 ‘by your leave.’





pace car






noun






[Auto Racing]

 a car that sets the pace and positions racers for a rolling start in a warm-up lap or laps before a race, or that returns to control the pace in temporarily hazardous conditions.













pacemaker

 
/ˈpāsˌmākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial device for stimulating the heart muscle and regulating its contractions.




2.
 
the part of the heart muscle (the sinoatrial node) that normally performs this role.




3.
 
the part of an organ or of the body that controls any other rhythmic physiological activity.




4.
 
another term for pacesetter
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pacemaking

 
/-ˌmākiNG /






adjective, noun





















pace notes






plural noun




(in rally driving) notes made before a rally by a competitor about the characteristics of a particular course, especially with regard to advisable speeds for each section.













pacer

 
/ˈpāsər/






noun



1.
 
a pacesetter.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a horse bred or trained to have a distinctive lateral gait in which both legs on the same side are lifted together, used in some types of racing.














pacesetter

 
/ˈpāsˌsedər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a runner or competitor who sets the pace at the beginning of a race or competition, sometimes in order to help another runner break a record.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person or organization viewed as taking the lead or setting standards of achievement for others




•
 
Alaska is the pacesetter when it comes to salaries for teachers.














II.
 
derivatives





pacesetting






adjective, noun





















pachinko

 
/pəˈCHiNGkō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese form of pinball.











– origin

 Japanese.





pachisi

 
/pəˈCHēzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a four-person Indian board game in which cowrie shells are thrown to determine the movements of pieces around the board.




2.
 
(also 
Parcheesi

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 
(US)

 a modern version of the game of pachisi, using four marbles per player and dice.











– origin

 from Hindi 
paccīsī

 , literally ‘(throw) of 25’ (the highest of the game).





Pachuca de Soto

 
/päˌCHo͞okə de ˈsōdō /

 
Pachuca






a city in Mexico, capital of the state of Hidalgo; pop. 267,751 (2005).









pachuco

 
/pəˈCHo͞okō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 
‹dated›

 a juvenile gang member of Mexican-American ethnic origin.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, literally ‘flashily dressed.’





pachycephalosaur

 
/ˌpakiˈsefələsôr/





I.
 
noun




a bipedal herbivorous dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period with a thick domed skull.

[Infraorder 
Pachycephalosauria

 , order 
Ornithischia

 : several genera, including 
Pachycephalosaurus

 .]











– origin

 from Greek 
pakhus

 ‘thick’ + 
kephalē

 ‘head’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





pachyderm

 
/ˈpakəˌdərm/





I.
 
noun




a very large mammal with thick skin, especially an elephant, rhinoceros, or hippopotamus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pachydermal

 
/ˌpakəˈdərməl /






adjective













2.
 
pachydermatous

 
/ˌpakəˈdərmədəs /






adjective













3.
 
pachydermic

 
/ˌpakəˈdərmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
pachyderme

 , from Greek 
pakhudermos

 , from 
pakhus

 ‘thick’ + 
derma

 ‘skin.’





pachysandra

 
/ˌpakiˈsandrə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen creeping shrubby plant of the box family.

[Genus 
Pachysandra

 , family 
Buxaceae

 : several species, in particular the Japanese 
P. terminalis

 .]











– origin

 formed irregularly from Greek 
pakhus

 ‘thick’ + 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘male’ (with reference to the thick stamens).





pachytene

 
/ˈpakəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the third stage of the prophase of meiosis, following zygotene, during which the paired chromosomes shorten and thicken, the two chromatids of each separate, and exchange of segments between chromatids may occur.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
pakhus

 ‘thick’ + 
tainia

 ‘band.’





pacific

 
/pəˈsifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
peaceful in character or intent




•
 
a pacific gesture.










2.
 
(
Pacific

 )
 — of or relating to the Pacific Ocean




•
 
the Pacific War.














II.
 
noun

 — (
Pacific

 )


1.
 
short for Pacific Ocean
 .




2.
 
a steam locomotive of 4-6-2 wheel arrangement.








III.
 
derivatives





pacifically

 
/pəˈsifək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
pacifique

 or Latin 
pacificus

 ‘peacemaking,’ from 
pax

 , 
pac-

 ‘peace.’





Pacifica

 
/pəˈsifikə/






a city in north central California, south of San Francisco, on the Pacific Ocean; pop. 37,739 (est. 2008).









Pacific Crest Trail






a recreational trail that extends from the Mexican to the Canadian border, from California to Washington, and that follows mountain ridges for 2,600 miles (4,200 km).









Pacific Islander






noun




a native or inhabitant of any of the islands in the South Pacific, especially an indigenous person of Polynesia.













Pacific Islands, Trust Territory of the






a UN trusteeship established in 1947 under US administration and dissolved in 1994. It included the Caroline, Marshall, and Mariana islands, today all components of the Marshall Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, or Palau.










Pacific Ocean

 
/pəˌsifik ˈōSHən/






the largest of the world's oceans. It lies between America on the east and Asia and Australasia on the west.









Pacific Rim

 
/pəˌsifik ˈrim/






the countries and regions bordering the Pacific Ocean, especially the small nations of eastern Asia.










Pacific time






the standard time in a zone including the Pacific coastal region of the US and Canada, specifically.

[● standard time based on the mean solar time at longitude 120° W, eight hours behind GMT. ● Pacific time during daylight saving time, seven hours behind GMT.]









pacifier

 
/ˈpasəˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that pacifies.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a rubber or plastic nipple for a baby to suck on.













pacifism

 
/ˈpasəˌfizəm/





I.
 
noun




the belief that any violence, including war, is unjustifiable under any circumstances, and that all disputes should be settled by peaceful means.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
pacifisme

 , from 
pacifier

 ‘pacify.’





pacifist

 
/ˈpasəfəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes that war and violence are unjustifiable




•
 
she was a committed pacifist all her life.














II.
 
adjective




holding the belief that war and violence are unjustifiable.








III.
 
derivatives





pacifistic

 
/ˌpasəˈfistik /






adjective





















pacify

 
/ˈpasəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quell the anger, agitation, or excitement of




•
 
he had to pacify angry spectators.










2.
 
bring peace to (a country or warring factions), especially by the use or threatened use of military force




•
 
the general pacified northern Italy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pacification

 
/ˌpasəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
pacificatory

 
/pəˈsifikəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
pacification

 ): from Old French 
pacefier

 , from Latin 
pacificare

 , based on 
pax

 , 
pac-

 ‘peace.’





Pacinian corpuscle

 
/pəˌsinēən ˈkôrpəs(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an encapsulated ending of a sensory nerve that acts as a receptor for pressure and vibration.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Filippo 
Pacini

 (1812–83), Italian anatomist.





Pacino, Al

 
/pəˈCHēnō/






(1940–), US movie actor; full name 
Alfred James Pacino

 . Notable movies: 
The Godfather

 (1972), 
Serpico

 (1973), 
The Godfather Part II

 (1974), 
Scarface

 (1983), 
Scent of a Woman

 (1992), 
Carlito's Way

 (1993), and 
Ocean's Thirteen

 (2007).










pack1


 
/pak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cardboard or paper container and the items contained within it




•
 


a pack of

 cigarettes.










2.
 
a set of playing cards.




3.
 
a knapsack or backpack.




4.
 
a collection of related documents, especially one kept in a folder




•
 
an information pack.










5.
 
(often 
the pack

 )
 — a quantity of fish, fruit, or other foods packed or canned in a particular season or year.




6.
 
a group of wild animals, especially wolves, living and hunting together.




7.
 
a group of hounds kept and used for hunting, especially fox hunting.




8.
 
an organized group of Cub Scouts.




9.
 
(
the pack

 )
 — the main body of competitors following the leader or leaders in a race or competition




•
 


‹figurative›

 the company was demonstrating the kind of innovations needed to keep it ahead of the pack.










10.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a group or set of similar things or people




•
 
the reports were a 
pack of

 lies.










11.
 
short for pack ice
 .




12.
 


[Rugby]

 a team's forwards considered as a group.




13.
 
a hot or cold pad of absorbent material, especially as used for treating an injury.




14.
 
a cosmetic mask.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (a suitcase or bag), especially with clothes and other items needed when away from home




•
 
I packed a bag with a few of my favorite clothes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she had packed and checked out of the hotel.










2.
 
place (something) in a container, especially for transportation or storage




•
 
I 
packed up

 my stuff and drove to Detroit.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be capable of being folded up for transportation or storage




•
 
these silver foil blankets pack into a small area.










4.
 
(
pack something in

 )
 — store something perishable in (a specified substance) in order to preserve it




•
 
the organs were packed in ice.










5.
 


‹informal›

 carry (a gun)




•
 
a sixteen-year-old can make a fortune selling drugs and pack a gun in the process.










6.
 
cram a large number of things into (a container or space)




•
 
it was a large room, packed with beds jammed side by side.










7.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
packed

 )
 — (of a large number of people) crowd into and fill (a room, building, or place)




•
 
the waiting room was packed.










8.
 
cover, surround, or fill (something)




•
 
he packed the wounds with healing malaguetta.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Rugby]

 (of players) form or take their places in a scrum




•
 
we often 
packed down

 with only seven men.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
pack heat








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 carry a gun.









2.
 
pack it in








‹informal›

 stop what one is doing.









3.
 
pack a punch





a.
 
be capable of hitting with skill or force




•
 
Rosie could pack a hefty punch.










b.
 
have a powerful effect




•
 
the Spanish wine packed quite a punch.















4.
 
packed out

 
/ˌpakt ˈout /








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a place) very crowded.









5.
 
send someone packing








‹informal›

 make someone leave in an abrupt or peremptory way.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pack something in








‹informal›

 give up an activity or job.









2.
 
pack someone off








‹informal›

 send someone somewhere without much warning or notice




•
 
they packed me off to the academy in Baltimore.















3.
 
pack something out








(N. Amer.)

 carry something away rather than leaving it behind (used especially with respect to refuse at remote campsites)




•
 
pack out any garbage you have left.


















V.
 
derivatives





packable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
pak

 (noun), 
pakken

 (verb). The verb appears early in Anglo-Latin and Anglo-Norman French in connection with the wool trade; trade in English wool was chiefly with the Low Countries.





pack2


 
/pak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (a jury, committee, etc.) with people likely to support a particular verdict or decision




•
 
his efforts to 
pack

 the Supreme Court 
with

 men who shared his ideology.














II.
 
derivatives





packed

 
/pakt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘enter into a private agreement’): probably from the obsolete verb 
pact

 ‘enter into an agreement with,’ the final 
-t

 being interpreted as an inflection of the past tense.





package

 
/ˈpakij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object or group of objects wrapped in paper or plastic, or packed in a box.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the box or bag in which things are packed.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a man's genitals.




4.
 
(also 
package deal

 )
 — a set of proposals or terms offered or agreed to as a whole




•
 
a package of economic reforms.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a package tour.




6.
 


[Computing]

 a collection of programs or subroutines with related functionality.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put into a box or wrapping, especially for sale




•
 
choose products that are packaged in recyclable materials




•
 (as 
adj.

 
packaged

 )
 
packaged foods.










2.
 
combine (various products) for sale as one unit




•
 
films would be packaged with the pictures of a production company.










3.
 
commission and produce (a book, typically a highly illustrated one) to sell as a complete product to publishers




•
 
it's a question of trying to package the book properly.










4.
 
present (someone or something) in a particular way, especially to make them more attractive


(as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
packaged

 )


•
 
everything became a carefully packaged photo opportunity.














III.
 
derivatives





packager

 
/ˈpakijər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting the action or mode of packing goods): from the verb pack
 1
 + -age
 ; compare with Anglo-Latin 
paccagium

 . The verb dates from the 1920s.





package store






noun




a store that sells alcoholic beverages in sealed containers for consumption elsewhere; a liquor store.













package tour






noun




a vacation organized by a travel agent, with arrangements for transportation, accommodations, etc., made at an inclusive price.













packaging

 
/ˈpakijiNG/






noun



1.
 
materials used to wrap or protect goods.




2.
 
the business or process of packing goods.




3.
 
the presentation of a person, product, or action in a particular way




•
 
diplomatic packaging of the key provisions will make a confrontation unlikely.



















pack animal

 
/pak ˈanəməl/






noun



1.
 
an animal used to carry heavy loads.




2.
 
an animal that lives and hunts in a pack.













packcloth

 
/ˈpakˌklôTH/






noun




a thick, coarse cloth used for packing.













pack drill

 
/ˈpak ˌdril/





I.
 
noun




a military punishment of marching back and forth carrying full equipment.








II.
 
phrases





no names, no pack drill






punishment will be prevented if names and details are not mentioned.

















packed lunch

 
/ˌpakt ˈlənCH/






noun






(Brit.)

 a bag lunch.













packer

 
/ˈpakər/






noun




a person or machine that packs something, especially someone who prepares and packs food for transportation and sale.













packet

 
/ˈpakət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paper or cardboard container, typically one in which goods are packed to be sold




•
 


a packet of

 cigarettes.










2.
 
the contents of a packet.




3.
 
a block of data transmitted across a network.




4.
 
(also 
packet boat

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 a ship traveling at regular intervals between two ports, originally for the conveyance of mail.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make up into or wrap up in a packet




•
 
packet a basket of take-out and head for Gooseberry Beach.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: diminutive of pack
 1
 , perhaps from Anglo-Norman French; compare with Anglo-Latin 
paccettum

 .





packetize

 
/ˈpakəˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 partition or separate (data) into units for transmission in a packet-switching network




•
 
this layer packetizes and reassembles messages.



















packet network






noun






[Computing]

 a data transmission network using packet switching.













packet radio






noun




a method of broadcasting that makes use of radio signals carrying packets of data.













packet sniffer






noun






[Computing]

 a sniffer program that targets packets of data transmitted over the Internet.













packet switching

 
/ˈpakət ˈswiCHiNG/






noun






[Computing]

 
[Telecommunications]

 a mode of data transmission in which a message is broken into a number of parts that are sent independently, over whatever route is optimum for each packet, and reassembled at the destination.

Compare with message switching
 .













packframe

 
/ˈpakfrām/






noun




a frame to which a backpack is attached to make it easier to carry.













packhorse

 
/ˈpakˌhôrs/






noun




a horse used to carry loads.














pack ice

 
/pak īs/






noun




an expanse of large pieces of floating ice driven together into a nearly continuous mass, as occurs in polar seas.













packing

 
/ˈpakiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of packing something




•
 
the handling, packing, and shipping of products.










2.
 
material used to protect fragile goods, especially in transit




•
 
polystyrene packing.










3.
 
material used to seal a joint or assist in lubricating an axle.













packing case

 
/ˈpakiNG ˌkās /

 
packing box
 , packing crate






noun




a large strong box, typically a wooden one, in which goods are packed for transportation or storage.













packman

 
/ˈpakman/






noun






‹archaic›

 a peddler.














pack rat






noun



1.
 
a ratlike rodent that accumulates a mound of sticks and debris in the nest hole, native to North and Central America.

Also called wood rat
 . [
Neotoma

 and other genera, family 
Muridae

 : many species.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who saves unnecessary objects or hoards things.













packsack

 
/ˈpaksak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a knapsack or backpack.













packsaddle

 
/ˈpakˌsadl/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a horse's saddle designed for supporting packs.













packthread

 
/ˈpakˌTHred/






noun




thick thread for sewing or tying up packages.














pact

 
/pakt/





I.
 
noun




a formal agreement between individuals or parties.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pactum

 ‘something agreed upon,’ neuter past participle (used as a noun) of 
paciscere

 ‘agree.’





pacu

 
/ˈpako͞o, paˈko͞o/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied, herbivorous freshwater fish native to northern South America.

[
Colossoma nigripinnis

 , family 
Characidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Tupi 
pacú

 .





pad1


 
/pad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick piece of soft material used to reduce friction or jarring, enlarge or change the shape of something, or hold or absorb liquid




•
 
sterile gauze pads.










2.
 
short for ink pad
 .




3.
 
the fleshy underpart of an animal's foot or of a human finger.




4.
 
a protective guard worn by a sports player to protect a part of the body from blows.




5.
 
a number of sheets of blank paper fastened together at one edge, used for writing or drawing on.




6.
 
a flat-topped structure or area used for helicopter takeoff and landing or for rocket launching.




7.
 


[Electronics]

 a flat area on a track of a printed circuit or on the edge of an integrated circuit to which wires or component leads can be attached to make an electrical connection.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a person's home




•
 
the police raided my pad.










9.
 
short for lily pad
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
padded

 )


1.
 
fill or cover (something) with a soft material in order to give it a particular shape, protect it or its contents, or make it more comfortable




•
 
a padded envelope.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 add false items to (an expense report or bill) in order to receive unjustified payment




•
 
faked repairs and padded expenses for government work reaped billions of dollars for the Mafia.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bundle of straw to lie on’): the senses may not be of common origin; the meaning ‘underpart of an animal's foot’ is perhaps related to Low German 
pad

 ‘sole of the foot’; the history remains obscure.





pad2


 
/pad/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with steady steps making a soft dull sound




•
 
she padded along the corridor.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel along (a road or route) on foot




•
 
he was padding the streets.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the soft dull sound of steady steps




•
 
he heard the pad of feet.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Low German 
padden

 ‘to tread, go along a path,’ partly imitative.





Padang

 
/päˈdäNG, ˈpädäNG/






a seaport in Indonesia, the largest city on the west coast of Sumatra; pop. 686,900 (est. 2005).









Padania

 
/pəˈdānɪə/






a term for the Po Valley area of northern Italy, suggested by the Italian political party Lega Nord (Northern League) as a name for a proposed independent state.









padauk

 
/pəˈdouk /

 
padouk





I.
 
noun



1.
 
timber from a tropical tree of the pea family, resembling rosewood.




2.
 
the large hardwood tree of the Old World tropics that is widely grown for this timber. Some kinds yield a red dye that is used for religious and ritual purposes.

[Genus 
Pterocarpus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : three species, in particular 
African padauk

 (
P. soyauxii

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Burmese.





padded cell

 
/ˌpadəd ˈsel/






noun




a room in a psychiatric hospital with padding on the walls to prevent violent patients from injuring themselves.













padding

 
/ˈpadiNG/






noun



1.
 
soft material such as foam or cloth used to pad or stuff something.




2.
 
superfluous material in a book, speech, etc., introduced in order to make it reach a desired length.













paddle1


 
/ˈpadl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short pole with a broad blade at one or both ends, used without an oarlock to move a small boat or canoe through the water.




2.
 
an act of using a paddle in a boat




•
 
a gentle paddle on sluggish water.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short-handled bat used in various ball games, especially table tennis.




4.
 
a paddle-shaped instrument used for mixing food or for stirring or mixing in industrial processes.




5.
 
another term for peel
 2
 .




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a paddle-shaped instrument used for administering corporal punishment.




7.
 
each of the boards fitted around the circumference of a paddle wheel or mill wheel.




8.
 
a flat array of solar cells projecting from a spacecraft.




9.
 
the fin or flipper of an aquatic mammal or bird.




10.
 


[Medicine]

 a plastic-covered electrode used in cardiac stimulation.




11.
 
short for bidding paddle
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move through the water in a boat using a paddle or paddles




•
 
he paddled along the coast.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — propel (a small boat or canoe) with a paddle or paddles




•
 
he was teaching trainees to paddle canoes.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel along (a stretch of water) by paddling




•
 
I had paddled the river through other hot July spells.










4.
 
(of a bird or other animal) swim with short fast strokes




•
 
the swan paddled away.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 beat (someone) with a paddle as a punishment




•
 
he was firm in his conviction that his children would never be paddled.














III.
 
phrases





paddle one's own canoe








‹informal›

 be independent and self-sufficient.












IV.
 
derivatives





paddler






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a small spadelike implement): of unknown origin. Current senses date from the 17th cent.





paddle2


 
/ˈpadl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with bare feet in shallow water




•
 
the children paddled at the water's edge.










2.
 
dabble the feet or hands in water




•
 
Peter paddled idly in the water with his fingers.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of walking with bare feet in shallow water.








III.
 
derivatives





paddler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of obscure origin; compare with Low German 
paddeln

 ‘tramp around’; the association with water remains unexplained.





paddleball

 
/ˈpadlˌbôl/






noun




a game played with a light ball and wooden bat in a four-walled handball court.














paddleboat

 
/ˈpadlˌbōt/






noun




a small pleasure boat driven by pedals that in turn drive a paddle wheel.













paddlefish

 
/ˈpadlˌfiSH/






noun




a large, mainly freshwater fish related to the sturgeon, with an elongated snout.

[The plankton-feeding 
Polyodon spathula

 of the Mississippi basin, and the fish-eating 
Psephurus gladius

 of the Yangtze River, the only surviving members of the family 
Polyodontidae

 .]













paddle steamer

 
/ˈpadl ˌstēmər/






noun




a boat powered by steam and propelled by paddle wheels.













paddle tennis






noun




a type of tennis played in a small court with a rubber ball and a wooden or plastic paddle.













paddle wheel

 
/ˈpadl ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a large steam-driven wheel with boards around its circumference, situated at the stern or side of a ship so as to propel the ship through the water by its rotation.













paddling pool

 
/ˈpadliNG ˌpo͞ol/






noun




British term for wading pool
 .














paddock

 
/ˈpadək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small field or enclosure where horses are kept or exercised.




2.
 
an enclosure adjoining a racetrack where horses are gathered and displayed before a race.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be paddocked

 )


1.
 
keep or enclose (a horse) in a paddock




•
 
horses paddocked on a hillside.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently a variant of dialect 
parrock

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





paddy

 
/ˈpadē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a field where rice is grown.




2.
 
rice before threshing or in the husk.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Malay 
pādī

 .






Paddy

 
/ˈpadē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 an Irishman (often as a form of address).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: nickname for the Irish given name 
Padraig

 .





paddymelon






noun




variant spelling of pademelon
 .













paddy wagon

 
/ˈpadē ˈwaɡən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a police van.











– origin

 1930s: 
paddy

 from Paddy
 , perhaps because formerly many American police officers were of Irish descent.






pademelon

 
/ˈpadēˌmelən /

 
paddymelon





I.
 
noun




a small wallaby inhabiting the coastal scrub of Australia and New Guinea.

[Genus 
Thylogale

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier as 
paddymelon

 ): probably an alteration of Dharuk 
badimalion

 .





Paderewski, Ignacy Jan

 
/ˌpadəˈrefskē, ˌpäd-/






(1860–1941), Polish pianist, composer, and statesman; prime minister 1919. He was the first prime minister of independent Poland, but resigned after only 10 months in office to resume his musical career.









pad eye






noun




a flat metal plate with a projecting loop or ring, made all in one piece.













padishah

 
/ˌpädəˈSHä/






noun






‹historical›

 a title formerly used for various rulers, including the shah of Iran and the sultan of Turkey.













padlock

 
/ˈpadˌläk/





I.
 
noun




a detachable lock hanging by a pivoted hook on the object fastened.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
padlocked

 )


1.
 
secure with a padlock




•
 
a padlocked door.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from 
pad-

 (of unknown origin) + the noun lock
 1
 .





Padma

 
/ˈpadmə/






a river in southern Bangladesh, formed by the confluence of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra rivers near Rajbari.










Padova

 
/ˈpädôvä/






Italian name for Padua
 .









padre

 
/ˈpädrā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the title of a priest or chaplain in some regions.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a chaplain (typically a Roman Catholic chaplain) in any of the armed services.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese, literally ‘father, priest,’ from Latin 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father.’





Padre Island

 
/ˌpädrā ˈīlənd/






a barrier island in southern Texas, on the Gulf of Mexico, 113 miles (183 km) long, noted for its resorts and its wildlife.









padrino

 
/pəˈdrēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a godfather or patron.




2.
 
a best man at a wedding.











– origin

 Spanish.





padrona

 
/pəˈdrōnə/





I.
 
noun




a female boss or proprietress.











– origin

 Italian.





padrone

 
/pəˈdrōnā, pəˈdrōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a patron or master, in particular




2.
 
a Mafia boss.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an employer, especially one who exploits immigrant workers.




4.
 
(in Italy) the proprietor of a hotel.











– origin

 Italian.





padsaw

 
/ˈpadsô/






noun




a small saw with a narrow blade, for cutting curves.













pad site






noun




a building lot adjacent to a shopping center or mall.













pad thai

 
/ˌpäd ˈtī/





I.
 
noun




a Thai dish based on rice noodles.











– origin

 Thai.






Padua

 
/ˈpajo͝oə/






a city in northeastern Italy; pop. 211,936 (2008).

Italian name Padova
 .









Paduan

 
/ˈpajo͝oən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian city of Padua, or its inhabitants




•
 
he wrote in a Paduan dialect.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian city of Padua




•
 
a great church was built by the Paduans.



















paduasoy

 
/ˈpäjo͞oəˌsoi/





I.
 
noun




a heavy, rich corded or embossed silk fabric, popular in the 18th century.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as 
poudesoy

 ), from French 
pou-de-soie

 , of unknown origin; altered by association with 
Padua say

 , denoting a cloth resembling serge.





Paducah

 
/pəˈd(y)o͞okə/






a historic commercial city in western Kentucky, on the Ohio River, near the mouth of the Tennessee River; pop. 25,521 (est. 2008).










paean

 
/ˈpēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a song of praise or triumph.




2.
 
a thing that expresses enthusiastic praise




•
 
his books are paeans to combat.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
paian

 ‘hymn of thanksgiving to Apollo’ (invoked by the name 
Paian

 , originally the Homeric name for the physician of the gods).





paella

 
/paˈāyə/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish dish of rice, saffron, chicken, seafood, etc., cooked and served in a large shallow pan.











– origin

 Catalan, from Old French 
paele

 , from Latin 
patella

 ‘pan.’





paeon

 
/ˈpēən/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot of one long syllable and three short syllables in any order.








II.
 
derivatives





paeonic

 
/pēˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
paiōn

 , the Attic form of 
paian

 ‘hymn of thanksgiving to Apollo’ (see paean
 ).






pagan

 
/ˈpāɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person holding religious beliefs other than those of the main world religions.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹derogatory›

 a non-Christian.




3.
 
an adherent of neopaganism.








II.
 
adjective




relating to pagans




•
 
a pagan god.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paganish

 
/ˈpāɡ(ə)niSH /






adjective













2.
 
paganize

 
/ˈpāɡəˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
paganus

 ‘villager, rustic,’ from 
pagus

 ‘country district.’ Latin 
paganus

 also meant ‘civilian,’ becoming, in Christian Latin, ‘heathen’ (i.e., one not enrolled in the army of Christ).





Pagan

 
/pəˈɡän/






ruins in Burma (Myanmar), located on the Irrawaddy River southeast of Mandalay. It is the site of an ancient city that was the capital of a powerful Buddhist dynasty from the 11th to the 13th centuries.









Paganini, Niccolò

 
/ˌpaɡəˈnēnē, ˌpä-/






(1782–1840), Italian violinist and composer. His virtuoso violin recitals, including widespread use of pizzicato and harmonics, established him as a major figure of the romantic movement.









paganism

 
/ˈpāɡəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
a religion other than one of the main world religions, specifically a non-Christian or pre-Christian religion




•
 
converts from paganism to Christianity.










2.
 
a modern religious movement incorporating beliefs or practices from outside the main world religions, especially nature worship




•
 
modern paganism includes a respect for mother earth.




















page1


 
/pāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one side of a sheet of paper in a collection of sheets bound together, especially as a book, magazine, or newspaper.




2.
 
the material written or printed on a page




•
 
she silently read several pages.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a page of a newspaper or magazine set aside for a particular topic




•
 
the editorial page.










4.
 


[Printing]

 the type set for the printing of a page.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a section of stored data, especially that which can be displayed on a screen at one time.




6.
 
a significant episode or period considered as a part of a longer history




•
 
the inconsistency of this transaction has no parallel on any page of our political history.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
page through

 )
 — leaf through (a book, magazine, or newspaper)




•
 
she was paging through an immense pile of Sunday newspapers.










2.
 


[Computing]

 move through and display (text) one page at a time.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
paging

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 divide (a piece of software or data) into sections, keeping the most frequently accessed in main memory and storing the rest in virtual memory.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assign numbers to the pages in (a book or periodical); paginate.








III.
 
phrases





on the same page








(US)

 (of two or more people) in agreement.












IV.
 
derivatives





paged






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a many-paged volume

























– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
pagina

 , from 
pangere

 ‘fasten.’





page2


 
/pāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young person, usually in uniform, employed in a hotel or other establishment to run errands, open doors, etc.




2.
 
a young boy attending a bride at a wedding.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a boy in training for knighthood, ranking next below a squire in the personal service of a knight.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a man or boy employed as the personal attendant of a person of rank.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
summon (an individual) by name, typically over a public address system, so as to pass on a message




•
 
no need to interrupt the background music just to page the concierge.










2.
 
(often as 
noun

 
paging

 )
 — contact (someone) by means of a pager




•
 
many systems have paging as a standard feature.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘youth, male of uncouth manners’): from Old French, perhaps from Italian 
paggio

 , from Greek 
paidion

 , diminutive of 
pais

 , 
paid-

 ‘boy.’ Early use of the verb (mid 16th cent.) was in the sense ‘follow as or like a page’; its current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





Page, Geraldine

 
/pāj/






(1924–87), US actress; full name 
Geraldine Sue Page

 . Her Broadway credits include 
Sweet Bird of Youth

 (1959), 
Strange Interlude

 (1963), and 
Agnes of God

 (1982). Her movies include 
Hondo

 (1953), 
Summer and Smoke

 (1961), and 
The Trip to Bountiful

 (1985).









pageant

 
/ˈpajənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public entertainment consisting of a procession of people in elaborate, colorful costumes, or an outdoor performance of a historical scene.




2.
 
(also 
beauty pageant

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a beauty contest.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a scene erected on a fixed stage or moving vehicle as a public show.











– origin

 late Middle English 
pagyn

 , of unknown origin.





pageantry

 
/ˈpajəntrē/






noun




elaborate display or ceremony.













pageboy

 
/ˈpājˌboi/






noun



1.
 
a woman's hairstyle consisting of a shoulder-length bob with the ends rolled under.




2.
 
a male page, especially in a hotel or attending a bride at a wedding.













page-one

 
/ˌpājˈwən/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 worthy of being featured on the front page of a newspaper or magazine




•
 
page-one news.



















page proof

 
/ˈpāj ˌpro͞of/






noun




a printer's proof of a page to be published.














pager

 
/ˈpājər/






noun




an electronic device, usually worn on one's person, that receives messages and signals the user by beeping or vibrating.













Paget's disease

 
/ˈpajəts dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chronic disease of elderly people characterized by deterioration of bone tissue, especially in the spine, skull, or pelvis, sometimes causing severe pain; osteitis deformans.




2.
 
an inflammation of the nipple associated with breast cancer.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Sir James 
Paget

 (1814–99), English surgeon.





page-turner

 
/ˈpāj ˌtərnər/






noun






‹informal›

 an exciting book.













page view






noun




an instance of an Internet user visiting a particular page on a website.













paginal

 
/ˈpajən(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the pages of a book or periodical.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
paginalis

 , from 
pagina

 (see page
 1
 ).





pagination

 
/ˌpajəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the sequence of numbers assigned to pages in a book or periodical.








II.
 
derivatives





paginate

 
/ˈpajəˌnāt /






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: noun of action from 
paginate

 , from French 
paginer

 , based on Latin 
pagina

 ‘a page’ (see page
 1
 ).





Pagnol, Marcel

 
/pänˈyô/






(1895–1974), French playwright, movie director, and writer. His novels include 
La Gloire de mon père

 (1957) and 
Le Chateau de ma mère

 (1958); the movies 
Jean de Florette

 and 
Manon des Sources

 (both 1986) were based on his 
L'Eau des collines

 (1963).









pagoda

 
/pəˈɡōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Hindu or Buddhist temple or sacred building, typically a many-tiered tower, in India and East Asia.




2.
 
an ornamental imitation of this.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
pagode

 , perhaps based on Persian 
butkada

 ‘temple of idols,’ influenced by Prakrit 
bhagodī

 ‘divine.’





pagoda sleeve






noun




a funnel-shaped outer sleeve turned back to expose an inner sleeve and lining.













pagoda tree

 
/pəˈɡōdə ˌtrē/






noun




a Southeast Asian tree of the pea family that has hanging clusters of cream flowers and is cultivated as an ornamental.

[
Sophora japonica

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













Pago Pago

 
/ˈpäNG(ɡ)ō ˈpäNG(ɡ)ō, ˈpäɡō ˈpäɡō/






the chief port of American Samoa, on Tutuila Island; pop. 4,600 (est. 2009). Fagatogo, the territorial capital, is just to the east.









pah

 
/pä/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express disgust or contempt




•
 
“Pah! They know nothing.”

















– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the late 16th cent.





PAH






abbreviation




polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon, any of a group of chemicals formed during the incomplete burning of organic substances.














Pahlavi1


 
/ˈpäləˌvē/





I.
 
the name of two shahs of Iran.




II.
 


Reza

 (1878–1944), ruled 1925–41; born 
Reza Khan

 . An army officer, he took control of the Persian government after a coup in 1921. He was elected shah in 1925 but abdicated following the occupation of Iran by British and Soviet forces.




III.
 


Muhammad Reza

 (1919–80), ruled 1941–79; son of Reza Pahlavi; also known as 
Reza Shah

 . Opposition to his regime culminated in the Islamic revolution of 1979 under Ayatollah Khomeini; Reza Shah was forced into exile and died in Egypt.










Pahlavi2


 
/ˈpäləˌvē /

 
Pehlevi





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Aramaic-based writing system used in Persia from the 2nd century 
BC

 to the advent of Islam in the 7th century 
AD

 . It was also used for the recording of ancient Avestan sacred texts.




2.
 
the form of the Middle Persian language written in this script, used in the Sassanian empire.











– origin

 from Persian 
pahlawī

 , from 
pahlav

 , from 
parthava

 ‘Parthia.’






pahoehoe

 
/pəˈhōēˌhōē/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 basaltic lava forming smooth undulating or ropy masses.

Often contrasted with aa
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hawaiian.





paid

 
/pād/





I.
 
past and past participle of pay
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of work or leave) for or during which one receives pay




•
 
a one-month paid vacation.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person in a specified occupation) in receipt of pay




•
 
a paid, anonymous informer.



















paideia

 
/pīˈdāə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Greece) education or upbringing.




2.
 
the culture of a society.











– origin

 Greek.





paid-up

 
/ˈpādˌəp/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a member of an organization, especially a labor union) having paid the necessary dues in full.




2.
 
denoting the part of the subscribed capital of an undertaking that has actually been paid




•
 
paid-up capital.










3.
 
denoting an endowment policy in which the policyholder has stopped paying premiums, resulting in the surrender value being used to purchase single-premium whole life insurance.













Paige, Satchel

 
/pāj/






(1906–82), US baseball player; born 
Leroy Robert Paige

 . A pitcher for the Negro leagues 1924–47 and the major leagues, he threw 55 career no-hitters. He pitched for the Cleveland Indians 1948–49, the St. Louis Browns 1951–53, and the Kansas City Athletics 1965. Baseball Hall of Fame (1971).









pail

 
/pāl/





I.
 
noun




a bucket.








II.
 
derivatives





pailful

 
/ˈpālˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: origin uncertain; compare with Old English 
pægel

 ‘gill, small measure’ and Old French 
paelle

 ‘pan, liquid measure, brazier.’





Pailin

 
/ˌpāˈlin/






a ruby-mining town in western Cambodia, close to the border with Thailand.









paillette

 
/pīˈyet, pā-, pəˈlet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of glittering material used to ornament clothing; a spangle.




2.
 
a piece of bright metal used in enamel painting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
paille

 , from Latin 
palea

 ‘straw, chaff.’






pain

 
/pān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical suffering or discomfort caused by illness or injury




•
 
she's 
in

 great 
pain






•
 
those who suffer from back pain




•
 
chest pains.










2.
 
mental suffering or distress




•
 
the pain of loss.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an annoying or tedious person or thing




•
 
pain in the neck.




•
 


‹vulgar slang›

 pain in the ass.




•
 
she's a pain.










4.
 
(
pains

 )
 — careful effort; great care or trouble




•
 
she 
took pains

 to see that everyone ate well




•
 
he 
is at pains to

 point out that he isn't like that.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause mental or physical pain to




•
 
it pains me to say this




•
 
her legs had been paining her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a part of the body) hurt




•
 
sometimes my right hand would pain.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for one's pains








‹informal›

 as an unfairly bad return for efforts or trouble




•
 
he was sued for his pains.















2.
 
no pain, no gain






suffering is necessary in order to achieve something.

[originally used as a slogan in fitness classes.]









3.
 
on (or under) pain of






the penalty for disobedience or shortcoming being




•
 
all persons are commanded to keep silent on pain of imprisonment.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘suffering inflicted as punishment for an offense’): from Old French 
peine

 , from Latin 
poena

 ‘penalty,’ later ‘pain.’





Paine, Thomas

 
/pān/






(1737–1809), English-American political writer. His pamphlet 
Common Sense

 (1776) called for American independence, and 
The Rights of Man

 (1791) defended the French Revolution. His radical views prompted the British government to indict him for treason, and he fled to France. He also wrote 
The Age of Reason

 (1794).









pained

 
/pānd/






adjective




affected with pain, especially mental pain; hurt or troubled




•
 
a pained expression came over his face




•
 
Susan looked pained.



















pain-free






adjective




not feeling or causing pain




•
 
getting into good work habits now can ensure a lifetime of pain-free typing.



















painful

 
/ˈpānfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of part of the body) affected with pain




•
 
her ankle was very painful.










2.
 
causing physical pain




•
 
a painful knock.










3.
 
causing distress or trouble




•
 
a painful experience




•
 
change is inevitably slow and painful.














II.
 
derivatives





painfulness

 
/ˈpānfəlnəs /






noun





















painfully

 
/ˈpānfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a painful manner or to a painful degree




•
 
she coughed painfully.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — (with reference to something bad) exceedingly; acutely




•
 
progress was painfully slow.



















painkiller

 
/ˈpānˌkilər/





I.
 
noun




a drug or medicine for relieving pain.








II.
 
derivatives





painkilling

 
/ˈpānˌkiliNG /






adjective





















painless

 
/ˈpānləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not causing or suffering physical pain




•
 
a painless death.










2.
 
involving little effort or stress




•
 
a painless way to travel.














II.
 
derivatives





painlessness

 
/ˈpānləsnəs /






noun





















painlessly

 
/ˈpānləslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that does not cause physical pain




•
 
he died painlessly in his sleep.










2.
 
in a way that involves little effort or stress




•
 
the deal was done swiftly and painlessly.



















pain perdu

 
/ˈpän perˈdo͞o, paN perˈdY/





I.
 
noun




French term for French toast
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘lost bread.’





pain-relieving






adjective




(of medication) alleviating pain




•
 
patients are given a pain-relieving drug an hour before surgery.



















painstaking

 
/ˈpānzˌtākiNG/





I.
 
adjective




done with or employing great care and thoroughness




•
 
painstaking attention to detail




•
 
he is a gentle, painstaking man.














II.
 
derivatives





painstakingness






noun





















painstakingly

 
/ˈpānzˌtākiNGlē/






adverb




with great care and thoroughness




•
 
the property has been painstakingly restored by its current owners.



















paint

 
/pānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a colored substance that is spread over a surface and dries to leave a thin decorative or protective coating




•
 
a can of paint




•
 
the paint has been applied to the surface with a palette knife.










2.
 
an act of covering something with paint




•
 
it looked in need of a good paint.










3.
 


‹informal›

 cosmetic makeup




•
 
one has false curls, another too much paint.










4.
 


[Basketball]

 the rectangular area marked near the basket at each end of the court; the foul lane




•
 
the two players jostled 
in the paint

 .










5.
 


[Computing]

 the function or capability of producing graphics, especially those that mimic the effect of real paint


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a paint program.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a piebald horse


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a paint mare.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover the surface of (something) with paint, as decoration or protection




•
 
the walls hadn't been painted for years




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the ceiling was painted dark gray




•
 (as 
adj.

 with 
submodifier

 
painted

 )
 
a brightly painted trailer.










2.
 
apply cosmetics to (the face or skin)




•
 
she couldn't have been more than fourteen but her face was thickly painted.










3.
 
apply (a liquid) to a surface with a brush.




4.
 
(
paint something out

 )
 — efface something with paint




•
 
the markings on the plane were hurriedly painted out.










5.
 


[Computing]

 create (a graphic or screen display) using a paint program.




6.
 
display a mark representing (an aircraft or vehicle) on a radar screen.




7.
 
depict (someone or something) or produce (a picture) with paint




•
 
I painted a woman sitting next to a table lamp




•
 
Marr is a self-taught artist who paints portraits.










8.
 
give a description of (someone or something)




•
 
I'm painted as some nut case living in the woods.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
like watching paint dry






(of an activity or experience) extremely boring.









2.
 
paint a picture of






describe (someone or something) in a particular way




•
 
the president painted a grim picture of life in the next century.















3.
 
paint oneself into a corner






leave oneself no means of escape or room to maneuver.









4.
 
paint the town (red)








‹informal›

 go out and enjoy oneself flamboyantly.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paintable






adjective













2.
 
painty






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from 
peint

 ‘painted,’ past participle of Old French 
peindre

 , from Latin 
pingere

 ‘to paint.’





paintball

 
/ˈpāntˌbôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game in which participants simulate military combat using air guns to shoot capsules of paint at each other.




2.
 
a capsule of paint used in the game of paintball.








II.
 
derivatives





paintballer






noun





















paintbox

 
/ˈpāntˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a box holding dry paints for painting pictures.




2.
 
(
Paintbox

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 an electronic system used to create video graphics by storing filmed material on disk and manipulating it using a graphics tablet.













paintbrush

 
/ˈpāntˌbrəSH/






noun



1.
 
a brush for applying paint.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a North American plant that bears brightly colored flowering spikes with a brushlike appearance.

See also devil's paintbrush
 . [Genus 
Castilleja

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, including the Indian paintbrush (
C. coccinea

 ). Also called painted cup
 .]













paint-by-number

 
/ˌpāntbīˈnəmbər/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a picture marked out in advance into sections that are numbered according to the color to be used.




2.
 
denoting something mechanical or formulaic rather than imaginative, original, or natural




•
 
a paint-by-number way to feel or act.



















paint chip






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a card showing a color or a range of related colors available in a type of paint.














painted cup






noun




see paintbrush
 (
sense

 2).













Painted Desert






a region in northeastern Arizona that is noted for its colorful eroded landscapes.









painted lady

 
/pān(t)əd ˈlādē/






noun



1.
 
a migratory butterfly with predominantly orange-brown wings and darker markings.

[Genus 
Cynthia

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : the widely distributed 
C. cardui

 , with black and white markings, and the 
American painted lady

 (
C. virginiensis

 ), with markings resembling eyes on the undersides of the wings.]




2.
 
(also 
Painted Lady

 )
 — a Victorian house, the exterior of which is painted in three or more colors, effectively highlighting the architecture.














painted snipe






noun




a small long-billed wading bird that has brown plumage with colorful markings.

[Family 
Rostratulidae

 : two species, in particular 
Rostratula benghalensis

 of the Old World.]













painted turtle






noun




a small American freshwater turtle with a smooth shell and colorful patterns of red, yellow, and black that appear along the border of the carapace and (in certain subspecies) on the plastron.

[
Chrysemys picta

 , family 
Emydidae

 .]













painter1


 
/ˈpān(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artist who paints pictures




•
 
a German landscape painter.










2.
 
a person who paints buildings, walls, ceilings, and woodwork, especially as a job.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
peintour

 , based on Latin 
pictor

 , from the verb 
pingere

 ‘to paint.’





painter2


 
/ˈpān(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a rope attached to the bow of a boat for tying it to a quay.











– origin

 Middle English: of uncertain origin; compare with Old French 
pentoir

 ‘something from which to hang things.’






painter3


 
/ˈpān(t)ər/






noun




another term for cougar
 .













painterly

 
/ˈpān(t)ərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or appropriate to a painter; artistic




•
 
she has a painterly eye.










2.
 
(of a painting or its style) characterized by qualities of color, stroke, and texture rather than of line.








II.
 
derivatives





painterliness






noun





















paint gun






noun




an air gun firing capsules of paint, used in the game of paintball.













pain threshold






noun



1.
 
the point beyond which a stimulus causes pain.




2.
 
the upper limit of tolerance to pain.













painting

 
/ˈpān(t)iNG/






noun



1.
 
the process or art of using paint, in a picture, as a protective coating, or as decoration.




2.
 
a painted picture




•
 
an oil painting.



















paint job






noun



1.
 
the decorative or finishing application of paint to an object.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a cosmetic treatment that does not address underlying problems




•
 
this administration will settle for a paint job to try to hide the fact that it lives in a La-La Land of its own construction.



















paint roller

 
/pānt ˈrōlər/






noun




a roller covered in wool, sponge, synthetic fiber, or other absorbent material for applying paint to a surface, especially in interior decorating.













paint shop






noun




the part of a factory where goods are painted, typically by spraying.













paint stick

 
/ˈpānt ˌstik/






noun




a stick of water-soluble paint used like a crayon.













paintwork

 
/ˈpāntˌwərk/






noun




painted surfaces in a building or vehicle.













pair

 
/per/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of two things used together or regarded as a unit




•
 
a pair of gloves.










2.
 
an article or object consisting of two joined or corresponding parts not used separately




•
 
a pair of jeans.










3.
 
two playing cards of the same denomination




•
 
I have a pair of jacks.










4.
 
two people related in some way or considered together




•
 
a company run by a pair of brothers




•
 
every naughty thing 
the pair of them

 did made their faces look worse




•
 
students work alone or 
in pairs

 .










5.
 
the second member of a pair in relation to the first




•
 
each course member tries to persuade his pair of the merits of his model.










6.
 
a mated couple of animals




•
 
nine breeding pairs of birds.










7.
 
two horses harnessed side by side.




8.
 
either or both of two members of a legislative assembly on opposite sides who absent themselves from voting by mutual arrangement, leaving the relative position of the parties unaffected.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join or connect to form a pair




•
 
a cardigan 
paired with

 a matching skirt.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of animals) mate




•
 
they bought a rooster to 
pair with

 the hen.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pair off/up

 )
 — form a couple




•
 
Rachel has 
paired up with

 Tommy.










4.
 
give (a member of a legislative assembly) another member as a pair, to allow both to absent themselves from a vote without affecting the result




•
 
an absent member on one side is to be 
paired with

 an absentee on the other.














III.
 
phrases





pair of hands






a person seen in terms of their participation in a task




•
 
we can always do with an extra pair of hands.


















IV.
 
derivatives





pairwise

 
/-ˌwīz /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paire

 , from Latin 
paria

 ‘equal things,’ neuter plural of 
par

 ‘equal.’ Formerly phrases such as 
a pair of gloves

 were expressed without 
of

 , as in 
a pair gloves

 (compare with German 
ein Paar Handschuhe

 ).





pair-bond

 
/ˈperˌbänd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal or person) form a close relationship through courtship and sexual activity with one other animal or person.








II.
 
noun




a relationship so formed.













paired

 
/perd/






adjective




occurring in pairs or as a pair




•
 
a characteristic arrangement of paired fins.



















pairing

 
/ˈperiNG/






noun



1.
 
an arrangement or match resulting from organizing or forming people or things into pairs




•
 
the dancers made a fine pairing.










2.
 
the action of pairing things or people




•
 
the pairing of food and wine




•
 
the step occurs very late in meiosis, well after the time of chromosome pairing.



















pair production






noun






[Physics]

 the conversion of a radiation quantum into an electron and a positron.













pairs skating

 
pair skating





I.
 
noun




a form of choreographed figure skating in which a man and a woman compete as a team




•
 
the lifts in pairs skating are becoming ever more daring.














II.
 
derivatives





pairs skater

 
pair skater






noun






















paisa

 
/ˈpīsə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of India and Nepal (and formerly of Pakistan), equal to one hundredth of a rupee.











– origin

 from Hindi 
paisā

 .





paisan

 
/pīˈzän/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (among people of Italian or Spanish descent) a fellow countryman or friend (often as a term of address).











– origin

 from Italian 
paisano

 ‘peasant, rustic.’





paisano

 
/pīˈzänō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a peasant of Spanish or Italian ethnic origin.











– origin

 Spanish.





paisley

 
/ˈpāzlē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a distinctive intricate pattern of curved, feather-shaped figures based on a pine-cone design from India




•
 
a paisley silk tie.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the town 
Paisley

 , Scotland, the original place of manufacture.






Paiute

 
/ˈpī(y)o͞ot, pīˈ(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of either of two culturally similar but geographically separate and linguistically distinct American Indian peoples, the 
Southern Paiute

 of the southwestern US and the 
Northern Paiute

 of Oregon and Nevada.




2.
 
either of the Uto-Aztecan languages of the Paiute.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Paiute or their languages.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Payuchi

 , 
Payuta

 , influenced by Ute
 .






pajamas

 
/pəˈjäməz pəˈjaməz /

 


‹Brit.›

 pyjamas





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
a suit of loose pants and jacket or shirt for sleeping in




•
 
a pair of pajamas




•
 (as 
modifier

 
pajama

 )
 
pajama bottoms.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
pajama

 )
 — a pair of loose pants tied by a drawstring around the waist, worn by both sexes in some Asian countries.








II.
 
derivatives





pajamaed

 
/pəˈjäməd, -ˈjaməd /

 


‹Brit.›

 pyjamaed






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Urdu and Persian, from 
pāy

 ‘leg’ + 
jāma

 ‘clothing.’





Pakeha

 
/ˈpäkəˌhä ˈpäkēˌä/





I.
 
noun






(Austral./NZ)

 a white New Zealander, as opposed to a Maori.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to white New Zealanders and their languages and culture.











– origin

 Maori.





Paki

 
/ˈpakē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person from Pakistan or South Asia by birth or descent, especially one living in Britain.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





Pakistan

 
/ˈpakəˌstan ˈpäkəˌstän/






I.

1.
 
a country in South Asia; pop. 174,578,600 (est. 2009); capital, Islamabad; languages, Urdu (official), English (official), Punjabi, Sindhi, and Pashto.





Pakistan was created as a separate country in 1947, following Britain's withdrawal from India. It originally included two territories—one to the east and one to the west of India—in which the population was predominantly Muslim. Civil war in East Pakistan led to the establishment of the independent state of Bangladesh in 1972. Pakistan withdrew from the Commonwealth of Nations in 1972, but rejoined in 1989; it was suspended 1999–2004 following a military coup.







– origin

 from 
P

 unjab, 
A

 fghan Frontier, 
K

 ashmir, Baluch
istan

 , lands where Muslims predominated.





Pakistani

 
/ˌpakəˈstanē päkiˈstänē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Pakistan or its people




•
 
my wife is Pakistani




•
 
recent Pakistani history.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Pakistan, or a person of Pakistani descent




•
 
many Pakistanis work in the oil-exporting countries of the Middle East.



















Pakistan People's Party

 
PPP






one of the main political parties in Pakistan. It was founded in 1967 by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, and was led 1984–2007 by his daughter Benazir Bhutto.









pakora

 
/pəˈkôrə/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian cooking) a piece of vegetable or meat, coated in seasoned batter and deep-fried.











– origin

 from Hindi 
pakoṛā

 , denoting a dish of vegetables in gram flour.






pal

 
/pal /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a friend




•
 
we're best pals.










2.
 
used as a form of address, especially to indicate anger or aggression




•
 
back off, pal.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
pal around

 )


1.
 
spend time with a friend




•
 
we got acquainted but we never really palled around.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Romany, ‘brother, mate,’ based on Sanskrit 
bhrātṛ

 ‘brother.’





PAL

 
/pal/





I.
 
noun




the television broadcasting system used in most of Europe.











– origin

 acronym from 
Phase Alternate Line

 (so named because the color information in alternate lines is inverted in phase).






palace

 
/ˈpaləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the official residence of a sovereign, archbishop, bishop, or other exalted person




•
 
the royal palace.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a large, splendid house.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paleis

 , from Latin 
Palatium

 , the name of the Palatine hill in Rome, where the house of the emperor was situated.





palace car

 
/ˈpaləs kär/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a luxurious railroad car.













palace coup

 
palace revolution






noun




the nonviolent overthrow of a sovereign or government by senior officials within the ruling group.













palacsinta

 
/ˌpälətˈsin(t)ə/





I.
 
noun




(in Hungarian cuisine) a thin pancake eaten as a dessert, typically with a filling.











– origin

 Hungarian.





paladin

 
/ˈpalədn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 any of the twelve peers of Charlemagne's court, of whom the count palatine was the chief.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a knight renowned for heroism and chivalry.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
paladin

 , from Italian 
paladino

 , from Latin 
palatinus

 ‘(officer) of the palace’ (see palatine
 1
 ).





palaestra

 
/pəˈlestrə /

 
palestra





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece and Rome) a wrestling school or gymnasium.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
palaistra

 , from 
palaiein

 ‘wrestle.’





Palais de Justice

 
/paˌlā də jəˈstēs/





I.
 
noun




(in France and French-speaking countries) a court of law.











– origin

 French, literally ‘palace of justice.’





palampore

 
/ˈpaləmˌpôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a type of chintz, used especially for bedspreads.




2.
 


(Indian)

 a palampore bedspread.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps from Portuguese, 
palangapuz(es

 ) plural, from Urdu and Persian, 
palangpoš

 , ‘bedcover,’ or perhaps from 
Pālanpur

 , a town in Gujarat, India.





palanquin

 
/ˌpalənˈkēn /

 
palankeen





I.
 
noun




(in India and the East) a covered litter for one passenger, consisting of a large box carried on two horizontal poles by four or six bearers.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
palanquim

 , from Oriya 
pālaṅki

 , based on Sanskrit 
palyanka

 ‘bed, couch.’





palapa

 
/pəˈläpə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a traditional Mexican shelter roofed with palm leaves or branches.




2.
 
a structure, especially on a beach, similar to a palapa.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, denoting the palm 
Orbignya cohune

 .





palatable

 
/ˈpalədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) pleasant to taste




•
 
a very palatable local red wine.










2.
 
(of an action or proposal) acceptable or satisfactory




•
 
a device that made increased taxation more palatable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
palatability

 
/ˌpalətəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
palatably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















palatal

 
/ˈpalədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to the palate




•
 
a palatal lesion.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) made by placing the blade of the tongue against or near the hard palate (e.g., 
y

 in 
yes

 ).








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a palatal sound.








III.
 
derivatives





palatally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
palatum

 (see palate
 ).





palatalize

 
/ˈpalədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Phonetics]

 make (a speech sound) palatal, especially by changing a velar to a palatal by moving the point of contact between tongue and palate further forward in the mouth.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) become palatal.








II.
 
derivatives





palatalization

 
/ˌpaləd(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌpaləd(ə)lˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















palate

 
/ˈpalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the roof of the mouth, separating the cavities of the nose and the mouth in vertebrates.




2.
 
a person's appreciation of taste and flavor, especially when sophisticated and discriminating




•
 
a fine range of drink for sophisticated palates




•
 


‹figurative›

 the suggestions may not suit everyone's palate.










3.
 
taste or flavor of wine or beer




•
 
a wine with a zingy, peachy palate.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
palatum

 .





palatial

 
/pəˈlāSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




resembling a palace in being spacious and splendid




•
 
her palatial apartment in Chicago.














II.
 
derivatives





palatially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
palatium

 ‘palace’ (see palace
 ) + -al
 .





palatinate

 
/pəˈlatnˌāt pəˈlatinət/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a territory under the jurisdiction of a count palatine.




2.
 
(
the Palatinate

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the territory of the German Empire ruled by the count palatine of the Rhine.














palatine1


 
/ˈpaləˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (of an official or feudal lord) having local authority that elsewhere belongs only to a sovereign.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (of a territory) subject to palatine authority.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
palatin(e

 ), from Latin 
palatinus

 ‘of the palace.’





palatine2


 
/ˈpaləˌtīn /

 

‹chiefly Anatomy›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the palate or especially the palatine bone.








II.
 
noun




each of two bones within the skull forming parts of the eye socket, the nasal cavity, and the hard palate.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
palatin(e

 ), from Latin 
palatum

 ‘palate.’





Palatine

 
/ˈpaləˌtīn/






a village in northeastern Illinois, northwest of Chicago; pop. 67,080 (est. 2008).









Palau

 
/pəˈlou /

 
Belau





I.
 
a republic in the western Pacific Ocean, a group of about 100 of the Caroline Islands; pop. 20,800 (est. 2009); capital, Melekeok; languages, English, Palauan, Sonsorolese, Tobi, and Angaur.





It became a part of the US Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands in 1947, began self-governing internally in 1980, and achieved independence in 1994.





palaver

 
/pəˈlavər pəˈlävər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
prolonged and idle discussion




•
 
an hour of aimless palaver.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a parley or improvised conference between two sides.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk unnecessarily at length




•
 
it's too hot for palavering.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘a talk between tribespeople and traders’): from Portuguese 
palavra

 ‘word,’ from Latin 
parabola

 ‘comparison’ (see parable
 ).





Palawan

 
/pəˈläwən, pä-/






a long, narrow island in the western Philippines that separates the Sulu Sea from the South China Sea.









palazzo

 
/pəˈlätsō/





I.
 
noun




a palatial building, especially in Italy.











– origin

 Italian, ‘palace.’





palazzo pants






plural noun




a woman's loose, wide-legged pants.













pale1


 
/pāl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
light in color or having little color




•
 
choose pale floral patterns for walls.










2.
 
(of a person's face or complexion) having less color than usual, typically as a result of shock, fear, or ill health




•
 
she looked pale and drawn.










3.
 
feeble and unimpressive




•
 
unconvincing rock that came across as 
a pale imitation of

 Bruce Springsteen.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become pale in one's face from shock or fear




•
 
I paled at the thought of what she might say.










2.
 
seem less impressive or important




•
 
all else pales by comparison




•
 
his own problems 
paled into insignificance

 compared to the plight of this child.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
palely

 
/ˈpāllē /






adverb













2.
 
paleness

 
/ˈpālnəs /






noun













3.
 
palish

 
/ˈpāliSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pale

 , from Latin 
pallidus

 ; the verb is from Old French 
palir

 .






pale2


 
/pāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wooden stake or post used as an upright along with others to form a fence.




2.
 
a conceptual boundary




•
 
bring these things back within the pale of decency.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 an area within determined bounds, or subject to a particular jurisdiction.




4.
 
(
the Pale

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 another term for English Pale
 .




5.
 
the areas of Russia to which Jewish residence was restricted.




6.
 


[Heraldry]

 a broad vertical stripe down the middle of a shield.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond the pale






outside the bounds of acceptable behavior




•
 
the language my father used was beyond the pale.















2.
 
in pale








[Heraldry]

 arranged vertically.









3.
 
per pale








[Heraldry]

 divided by a vertical line.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pal

 , from Latin 
palus

 ‘stake.’






palea

 
/ˈpālēə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the upper bract of the floret of a grass.

Compare with lemma
 2
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘chaff.’





Palearctic

 
/ˌpālēˈärktik, -ˈärtik /

 


‹Brit.›

 Palaearctic






adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising Eurasia north of the Himalayas, together with North Africa and the temperate part of the Arabian peninsula. The fauna is closely related to that of the Nearctic region.

Compare with Holarctic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Palearctic

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 the Palearctic region.













pale-colored






adjective




light in color or shade




•
 
a pale-colored, but boldly patterned bird.



















paleface

 
/ˈpālˌfās/






noun




a name supposedly used by North American Indians for a white person.













pale-faced






adjective




having less color than usual, typically as a result of shock, fear, or ill health




•
 
sergeants screaming orders to pale-faced recruits.



















Palekh

 
/ˈpäˌlek, -ˌleKH/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting a type of Russian iconography or a style of miniature painting on boxes, trays, and other small items.











– origin

 from the name of a town northeast of Moscow renowned for this type of work.





Palembang

 
/päˈlemˌbaNG/






a city in Indonesia, in the southeastern part of Sumatra, a river port on the Musi River; pop. 1,323,200 (est. 2005).










paleo-

 


‹Brit.›

 palaeo-





I.
 
combining form




older or ancient, especially relating to the geological past




•
 
Paleolithic




•
 
paleomagnetism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
palaios

 ‘ancient.’





paleoanthropology

 
/ˌpālēōˌanTHrəˈpäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of anthropology concerned with fossil hominids.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleoanthropological

 
/-pəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
paleoanthropologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















paleobiology

 
/ˌpālēōbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the biology of fossil animals and plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleobiological

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
paleobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















paleobotany

 
/ˌpālēōˈbät(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




the study of fossil plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleobotanical

 
/-bəˈtanikəl /






adjective













2.
 
paleobotanist

 
/-ˈbätn-ist /






noun





















Paleocene

 
/ˈpālēəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the earliest epoch of the Tertiary period, between the Cretaceous period and the Eocene epoch.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Paleocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Paleocene epoch or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Paleocene epoch lasted from 65 million to 56.5 million years ago. It was a time of sudden diversification among the mammals, probably as a result of the mass extinctions (notably of the dinosaurs) that occurred at the end of the Cretaceous period (see Cretaceous–Tertiary boundary
 ).







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from paleo-
 (relating to prehistoric times) + Greek 
kainos

 ‘new.’





paleoclimate

 
/ˈpālēōklīmət/





I.
 
noun




a climate prevalent at a particular time in the geological past.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleoclimatic

 
/-klīˈmatik /






adjective













2.
 
paleoclimatologist

 
/-ˌklīməˈtäləjist /






noun













3.
 
paleoclimatology

 
/-ˌklīməˈtäləjē /






noun





















paleocon

 
/ˈpālēōˌkän/






noun






‹informal›

 short for paleoconservative
 .














paleoconservative

 
/ˌpālēōkənˈsərvədiv/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who advocates old or traditional forms of conservatism; an extremely right-wing conservative.













paleocurrent

 
/ˈpālēōˌkərənt/






noun




a current that existed at some time in the geological past, as inferred from the features of sedimentary rocks.













Paleo diet

 
/ˈpeɪlioʊ ˌdīət/





I.
 
noun




a diet based on the types of foods presumed to have been eaten by early humans, consisting chiefly of meat, fish, vegetables, and fruit, and excluding dairy or grain products and processed food




•
 
I've recently started the Paleo diet and have also given up caffeine.

















– origin

 1980s (with reference to the diet of early humans): from Paleolithic
 .





paleoecology

 
/ˌpālēōˌəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the ecology of fossil animals and plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleoecological

 
/-ˌekəˈläjikəl, -ˌēkə- /






adjective













2.
 
paleoecologist

 
/-ˌəˈkäləjist, -ˌēˈkäl- /






noun





















paleoenvironment

 
/ˌpālēōənˈvīrənmənt, -ˈvī(ə)rnmənt/





I.
 
noun




an environment prevailing at a particular time in the geological past.








II.
 
derivatives





paleoenvironmental

 
/-ˌvīrənˈmentl, -ˌvī(ə)rn- /






adjective





















Paleo-Eskimo

 
/ˌpāliōˈeskimō/





I.
 
noun




a member of a prehistoric people inhabiting the Arctic from Greenland through North America to Siberia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Paleo-Eskimo people.













paleofeces

 
/ˌpālēōˈfēˌsēz/





I.
 
plural noun




desiccated prehistoric fecal matter, especially from humans




•
 
sunflower-seed shells found in the paleofeces provide evidence that early American Indians in that region farmed the plants.







Compare with coprolite
 .








II.
 
derivatives





paleofecal

 
/ˌpālēōˈfēkəl /






adjective





















Paleogene

 
/ˌpālēəjēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the earlier division of the Tertiary period, comprising the Paleocene, Eocene, and Oligocene epochs.

Compare with Neogene
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Paleogene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Paleogene subperiod or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Paleogene lasted from about 65 million to 23 million years ago. The mammals diversified following the demise of the dinosaurs, and many bizarre and gigantic forms appeared.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from paleo-
 (relating to prehistoric times) + Greek 
genēs

 ‘of a specified kind’ (see -gen
 ).





paleogeography

 
/ˌpālēōjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the study of geographical features at particular times in the geological past.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleogeographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
paleogeographical

 
/-ˌjēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective





















paleography

 
/ˌpālēˈäɡrəfē /

 


‹Brit.›

 palaeography





I.
 
noun




the study of ancient writing systems and the deciphering and dating of historical manuscripts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleographer

 
/ˌpālēˈäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
paleographic

 
/ˈˌpālēəˈˌɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
paleographical

 
/ˌpālēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
paleographically

 
/ˌpālēəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Paleo-Indian

 
/ˌpāliōˈindiən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the earliest human inhabitants of the Americas, from as early as 40,000 years ago to 
c.

 5000 
BC

 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Paleo-Indian

 )
 — the Paleo-Indian culture or period.




2.
 
a member of the Paleo-Indian peoples.













paleolatitude

 
/ˌpālēōˈladət(y)o͞od/






noun




the latitude of a place at some time in the past, measured relative to the earth's magnetic poles in the same period. Differences between this and the present latitude are caused by continental drift and movement of the earth's magnetic poles.














Paleolithic

 
/ˌpālēəˈliTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the early phase of the Stone Age, lasting about 2.5 million years, when primitive stone implements were used.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Paleolithic

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Paleolithic period.

Also called Old Stone Age
 .





The Paleolithic period extends from the first appearance of artifacts to the end of the last ice age (about 8,500 years ago). The period has been divided into the 
Lower Paleolithic

 , with the earliest forms of humankind and the emergence of hand-ax industries (ending about 120,000 years ago), the 
Middle Paleolithic

 , the era of Neanderthal humans (ending about 35,000 years ago), and the 
Upper Paleolithic

 , during which only modern 
Homo sapiens

 is known to have existed.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from paleo-
 ‘of prehistoric times’ + Greek 
lithos

 ‘stone’ + -ic
 .





paleomagnetism

 
/ˌpālēōˈmaɡnətizəm/





I.
 
noun




the branch of geophysics concerned with the magnetism in rocks that was induced by the earth's magnetic field at the time of their formation.








II.
 
derivatives





paleomagnetic

 
/-maɡˈnetik /






adjective






















paleontology

 
/ˌpālēənˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with fossil animals and plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleontological

 
/ˈˌpālēˌäntəˈˌläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
paleontologist

 
/ˌpālēˌänˈtäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from paleo-
 ‘of prehistoric times’ + Greek 
onta

 ‘beings’ (neuter plural of 
ōn

 , present participle of 
einai

 ‘be’) + -logy
 .





paleopallium

 
/ˌpālēōˈpalēəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 palaeopallium





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a phylogenetically older portion of the pallium of the brain, which comprises mainly the pyriform lobe.








II.
 
derivatives





paleopallial

 
/-ˈpalēəl /






adjective





















paleopathology

 
/ˌpālēōpəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the pathological conditions found in ancient human and animal remains.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paleopathological

 
/-ˌpaTHəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
paleopathologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















paleopole

 
/ˈpālēəˌpōl/






noun




a magnetic pole of the earth as it was situated at a particular time in the geological past.













paleosol

 
/ˈpālēəˌsôl, -ˌsäl/






noun






[Geology]

 a stratum or soil horizon that was formed as a soil in a past geological period.













paleotemperature

 
/ˌpālēōˈtemp(ə)rəCHər, -ˌCHo͝or/






noun






[Geology]

 the temperature or mean temperature of a locality at a time in the geological past.













Paleotropical

 
/ˌpālēəˈträpikəl/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting a phytogeographical kingdom comprising Africa, tropical Asia, New Guinea, and many Pacific islands (excluding Australia and New Zealand).




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a zoogeographical region comprising the tropical parts of the Old World.














Paleozoic

 
/ˌpālēəˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the era between the Precambrian eon and the Mesozoic era.

Formerly called primary
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Paleozoic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Paleozoic era or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Paleozoic lasted from about 570 million to 245 million years ago, its end being marked by mass extinctions. The 
Lower Paleozoic

 sub-era comprises the Cambrian, Ordovician, and Silurian periods, and the 
Upper Paleozoic

 sub-era comprises the Devonian, Carboniferous, and Permian periods. The era began with the first invertebrates with hard external skeletons, notably trilobites, and ended with the rise to dominance of the reptiles.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from paleo-
 ‘of prehistoric times’ + Greek 
zōē

 ‘life’ + -ic
 .





Palermo

 
/pəˈlərmō pəˈlerˌmō/






a port on the north coast of Sicily; pop. 734,000.










Palestine

 
/ˈpaləˌstīn/





I.
 
a territory in the Middle East on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea.





In biblical times Palestine comprised the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. The land was controlled at various times by the Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian, and Roman empires before being conquered by the Arabs in 
AD

 634. It was part of the Ottoman Empire from 1516 to 1918. The name Palestine was used as the official political title for the land west of the Jordan mandated to Britain in 1920; in 1948, the state of Israel was established in what was traditionally Palestine, but the name continued to be used in the context of the struggle for territory and political rights of displaced Palestinian Arabs. In 1993, an agreement was signed between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization giving some autonomy to the Gaza Strip and the West Bank and setting up the Palestine National Authority and a police force, but this proved unsuccessful in bringing the conflict to a resolution. / 
– origin

 from Greek 
Palaistinē

 (used in early Christian writing), from Latin 
(Syria) Palaestina

 (the name of a Roman province), from 
Philistia

 ‘land of the Philistines.’





Palestine Liberation Organization

 
/ˈpaləˌstīn ˌlibəˈrāSHən ˌôrɡənəˈzāSHən ˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHən /

 
PLO






a political and military organization formed in 1964 to unite various Palestinian Arab groups and ultimately to bring about an independent state of Palestine.









Palestinian

 
/ˌpaləˈstinēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Palestine or its peoples.








II.
 
noun




a member of the native Arab population of the region of Palestine (including the modern state of Israel).













Palestrina, Giovanni Pierluigi da

 
/ˌpaləˈstrēnə, ˌpäle-/






(
c.

 1525–94), Italian composer. He is chiefly known for his sacred music.









palette

 
/ˈpalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin board or slab on which an artist lays and mixes colors.




2.
 
the range of colors used by a particular artist or in a particular picture




•
 
I choose a palette of natural, earthy colors.










3.
 
the range or variety of tonal or instrumental color in a musical piece




•
 
he commands the sort of tonal palette that this music needs.










4.
 
(in computer graphics) the range of colors or shapes available to the user.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
pale

 ‘shovel,’ from Latin 
pala

 ‘spade.’





palette knife

 
/ˈpalət nīf/






noun




a thin steel blade with a handle for mixing colors or applying or removing paint.













palfrey

 
/ˈpôlfrē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a docile horse used for ordinary riding, especially by women.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
palefrei

 , from medieval Latin 
palefredus

 , alteration of late Latin 
paraveredus

 , from Greek 
para

 ‘beside, extra’ + Latin 
veredus

 ‘riding horse.’





pali

 
/ˈpälē/





I.
 
noun




(in Hawaii) a cliff.











– origin

 Hawaiian.





Pali

 
/ˈpälē/





I.
 
noun




an Indic language, closely related to Sanskrit, in which the sacred texts of Theravada Buddhism are written. Pali developed in northern India in the 5th–2nd centuries 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Pali.











– origin

 from Pali 
pāli(-bhāsā

 ) ‘canonical texts.’





palilalia

 
/ˌpaləˈlālēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a speech disorder characterized by involuntary repetition of words, phrases, or sentences.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
palilalie

 , from Greek 
palin

 ‘again’ + 
lalia

 ‘speech, chatter.’





palimony

 
/ˈpaləˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 compensation made by one member of an unmarried couple to the other after separation.











– origin

 1970s: from pal
 + a shortened form of alimony
 .





palimpsest

 
/ˈpaləm(p)ˌsest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a manuscript or piece of writing material on which the original writing has been effaced to make room for later writing but of which traces remain.




2.
 
something reused or altered but still bearing visible traces of its earlier form




•
 
Sutton Place is a palimpsest of the taste of successive owners.














II.
 
derivatives





palimpsestic

 
/ˌpalimpˈsestik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
palimpsēstos

 , from 
palin

 ‘again’ + 
psēstos

 ‘rubbed smooth.’





palindrome

 
/ˈpalənˌdrōm/





I.
 
noun




a word, phrase, or sequence that reads the same backward as forward, e.g., 
madam

 or 
nurses run

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
palindromic

 
/ˌpalinˈdrämik /






adjective













2.
 
palindromist

 
/pəˈlindrəmist /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
palindromos

 ‘running back again,’ from 
palin

 ‘again’ + 
drom-

 (from 
dramein

 ‘to run’).





paling

 
/ˈpāliNG/






noun



1.
 
a fence made from pointed wooden or metal stakes.




2.
 
a stake used in a paling.













palingenesis

 
/ˌpalənˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the exact reproduction of ancestral characteristics in ontogenesis.








II.
 
derivatives





palingenetic

 
/ˌpalinjəˈnetik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
palin

 ‘again’ + 
genesis

 ‘birth.’





palinode

 
/ˈpaləˌnōd/





I.
 
noun




a poem in which the poet retracts a view or sentiment expressed in a former poem.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
palinōidia

 , from 
palin

 ‘again’ + 
ōidē

 ‘song.’





Palio

 
/ˈpälēō/





I.
 
a traditional horse race held in Siena, Italy, twice a year, in July and August.







– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
pallium

 ‘covering’ (with reference to the cloth given as a prize).





palisade

 
/ˌpaləˈsād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fence of wooden stakes or iron railings fixed in the ground, forming an enclosure or defense.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a strong pointed wooden stake fixed deeply in the ground with others in a close row, used as a defense.




3.
 
(
palisades

 )
 — 

(US)

 a line of high cliffs.




4.
 
(
the Palisades

 )
 — a ridge of high basalt cliffs that line the western side of the Hudson River, in New Jersey and in New York, beginning across from New York City in New Jersey and extending north to Newburgh in New York.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
palisaded

 )


1.
 
enclose or provide (a building or place) with a palisade.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
palissade

 , from Provençal 
palissada

 , from 
palissa

 ‘paling,’ based on Latin 
palus

 ‘stake.’





palisade layer






noun






[Botany]

 a layer of parallel elongated cells below the epidermis of a leaf.













Palisades

 
/ˌpaləˈsādz/






(also 
Palisades of the Hudson

 ) (
the Palisades

 )
 — cliffs that line the western side of the Hudson River, in New Jersey and in New York, beginning across from New York City in New Jersey and extending north to Newburgh in New York.









Palk Strait

 
/pôk, pôlk/






an inlet of the Bay of Bengal that separates northern Sri Lanka from the coast of Tamil Nadu in India. It lies to the north of Adam's Bridge, which separates it from the Gulf of Mannar.










pall1


 
/pôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cloth spread over a coffin, hearse, or tomb.




2.
 
a dark cloud or covering of smoke, dust, or similar matter




•
 
a pall of black smoke hung over the quarry.










3.
 
something regarded as enveloping a situation with an air of gloom, heaviness, or fear




•
 
torture and murder have cast a pall of terror over the villages.










4.
 
an ecclesiastical pallium.




5.
 


[Heraldry]

 a Y-shaped charge representing the front of an ecclesiastical pallium.











– origin

 Old English 
pæll

 ‘rich (purple) cloth,’ ‘cloth cover for a chalice,’ from Latin 
pallium

 ‘covering, cloak.’





pall2


 
/pôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become less appealing or interesting through familiarity




•
 
the novelty of the quiet life palled.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of appall
 .





Palladian

 
/pəˈlādēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Architecture]

 of, relating to, or denoting the neoclassical style of Andrea Palladio, in particular with reference to the phase of English architecture from 
c.

 1715, when there was a revival of interest in Palladio and his English follower, Inigo Jones, and a reaction against the baroque.








II.
 
derivatives





Palladianism

 
/pəˈlādēəˌnizəm /






noun





















Palladian window






noun






(chiefly US)

 a large window consisting of a central arched section flanked by two narrow rectangular sections.













Palladio, Andrea

 
/pəˈlädēō/






(1508–80), Italian architect. He led a revival of classical architecture, in particular promoting the Roman ideals of harmonic proportions and symmetrical planning. A notable example of his many villas, palaces, and churches is the church of San Giorgio Maggiore in Venice.









palladium1


 
/pəˈlādēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Pd

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 46, a rare silvery-white metal resembling platinum.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Pallas

 , the name given to an asteroid discovered (1802) just before the element.





palladium2


 
/pəˈlādēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a safeguard or source of protection.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the Greek sense): via Latin from Greek 
palladion

 , denoting an image of the goddess Pallas (Athena), on which the safety of Troy was believed to depend.





Pallas

 
/ˈpaləs/





I.
 
(also 
Pallas Athene

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 one of the names (of unknown meaning) of Athena
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 an asteroid discovered in 1802. It is the second largest, with diameter of 325 miles (523 km).









pallasite

 
/ˈpaləsīt/





I.
 
noun




a meteorite consisting of roughly equal proportions of iron and olivine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Peter S. 
Pallas

 (1741–1811), German naturalist, + -ite
 1
 .





pallbearer

 
/ˈpôlˌberər/






noun




a person helping to carry or officially escorting a coffin at a funeral.













pallet1


 
/ˈpalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a straw mattress.




2.
 
a crude or makeshift bed.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
paillete

 , from 
paille

 ‘straw,’ from Latin 
palea

 .





pallet2


 
/ˈpalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portable platform on which goods can be moved, stacked, and stored, especially with the aid of a forklift.




2.
 
a flat wooden blade with a handle, used to shape clay or plaster.




3.
 
an artist's palette.




4.
 
a projection on a machine part, serving to change the mode of motion of a wheel.




5.
 
(in a clock or watch) a projection transmitting motion from an escapement to a pendulum or balance wheel.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
palette

 ‘little blade,’ from Latin 
pala

 ‘spade’; compare with pale
 2
 .





pallet3


 
/ˈpalət/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 the diminutive of the pale, a narrow vertical strip, usually borne in groups of two or three.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: diminutive of the noun pale
 2
 .





palletize

 
/ˈpaləˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
palletized

 )


1.
 
place, stack, or transport (goods) on a pallet or pallets




•
 
a roller system for quick movement of palletized cargo.



















pallia

 
/ˈpalēə/






plural form of pallium
 .









palliasse

 
/ˌpalēˈas /

 
paillasse





I.
 
noun




a straw mattress.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots): from French 
paillasse

 , based on Latin 
palea

 ‘straw.’






palliate

 
/ˈpalēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a disease or its symptoms) less severe or unpleasant without removing the cause




•
 
treatment works by palliating symptoms.










2.
 
allay or moderate (fears or suspicions)




•
 
this eliminated, or at least palliated, suspicions aroused by German unity.










3.
 
disguise the seriousness or gravity of (an offense)




•
 
there is no way to excuse or palliate his dirty deed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
palliation

 
/ˌpalēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
palliator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
palliat-

 ‘cloaked,’ from the verb 
palliare

 , from 
pallium

 ‘cloak.’





palliative

 
/ˈpalēˌādiv ˈpalēədiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a treatment or medicine) relieving pain or alleviating a problem without dealing with the underlying cause




•
 
short-term, palliative measures had been taken.














II.
 
noun




a palliative remedy, medicine, etc.








III.
 
derivatives





palliatively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from French 
palliatif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
palliativus

 , from the verb 
palliare

 ‘to cloak’ (see palliate
 ).





pallid

 
/ˈpaləd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's face) pale, typically because of poor health.




2.
 
feeble or insipid




•
 
an utterly pallid and charmless character.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pallidly

 
/ˈpalədlē /






adverb













2.
 
pallidness

 
/ˈpalədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
pallidus

 ‘pale’ (related to 
pallere

 ‘be pale’).






pallium

 
/ˈpalēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woolen vestment conferred by the pope on an archbishop, consisting of a narrow, circular band placed around the shoulders with short lappets hanging from front and back.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a man's large rectangular cloak, especially as worn by Greek philosophical and religious teachers.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the mantle of a mollusk or brachiopod.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 the outer wall of the mammalian cerebrum, corresponding to the cerebral cortex.








II.
 
derivatives





pallial

 
/ˈpalēəl /






adjective





pallium
 (
sense

 3, 
sense

 4)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘covering.’






pall-mall

 
/ˌpalˈmal ˌpôlˈmôl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a 16th- and 17th-century game in which a boxwood ball was driven through an iron ring suspended at the end of a long alley.











– origin

 from obsolete French 
pallemaille

 , from Italian 
pallamaglio

 , from 
palla

 ‘ball’ + 
maglio

 ‘mallet.’





pallor

 
/ˈpalər/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an unhealthy pale appearance.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
pallere

 ‘be pale.’





pally

 
/ˈpalē/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 having a close, friendly relationship




•
 
I see you're getting quite 
pally with

 Carlos.




















palm1


 
/pä(l)m/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unbranched evergreen tree with a crown of long feathered or fan-shaped leaves, and typically having old leaf scars forming a regular pattern on the trunk. Palms grow in warm regions, especially the tropics.

[Family 
Palmae

 (or 
Arecaceae

 ): numerous genera and species, some of which are of great commercial importance, e.g., the 
oil palm

 , 
date palm

 , and coconut.]




2.
 
a leaf of a palm tree awarded as a prize or viewed as a symbol of victory or triumph




•
 
the consensus was that the palm should go to Doerner.

















– origin

 Old English 
palm(a)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
palm

 and German 
Palme

 , from Latin 
palma

 ‘palm (of a hand),’ its leaf being likened to a spread hand.






palm2


 
/pä(l)m/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the inner surface of the hand between the wrist and fingers.




2.
 
a part of a glove that covers the palm of the hand.




3.
 
a hard shield worn on the hand by sailmakers to protect the palm in sewing.




4.
 
the palmate part of an antler.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — conceal (a card or other small object) in the hand, especially as part of a trick or theft




•
 
he would spin wild tales while palming your wristwatch.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit (something) with the palm of the hand.




3.
 


[Basketball]

 illegally grip (the ball) with the hand while dribbling.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have (or hold) someone in the palm of one's hand






have someone under one's control or influence




•
 
she had the audience in the palm of her hand.















2.
 
read someone's palm






tell someone's fortune by looking at the lines on their palm.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
palm someone off








‹informal›

 persuade someone to accept something by deception




•
 
most sellers are 
palmed off with

 a fraction of what something is worth.















2.
 
palm something off






sell or dispose of something by misrepresentation or fraud




•
 
they 
palmed off

 their shoddiest products 
on

 the Russians.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
palmar

 
/ˈpä(l)mər /






adjective













2.
 
palmed






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
sweaty-palmed



















3.
 
palmful

 
/-fəl /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paume

 , from Latin 
palma

 . Current senses of the verb date from the late 17th cent.





Palma

 
/ˈpälmə/






an industrial port and resort on the island of Majorca in the Balearic Islands; pop. 396,570 (2008). Full name 
Palma de Mallorca

 .









palmarosa

 
/ˈpalməˌrōsə ˌpäməˈrōzə/






noun



1.
 
a fragrant tropical Indian grass related to citronella and lemongrass. It is cultivated for the essential oil it yields, which is used in perfumery and aromatherapy.

[
Cymbopogon martinii

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
palmarosa oil

 )
 — the essential oil obtained from palmarosa.













palmate

 
/ˈpalmāt ˈpä(l)ˌmāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a leaf) having several lobes (typically 5–7) whose midribs all radiate from one point.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an antler) in which the angles between the tines are partly filled in to form a broad flat surface, as in fallow deer and moose.








II.
 
derivatives





palmated






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
palmatus

 , from 
palma

 ‘palm’ (see palm
 2
 ).





palmate newt






noun




a small, olive-brown, smooth-skinned newt native to western Europe, with partially webbed feet.

[
Triturus helveticus

 , family 
Salamandridae

 .]













palm ball

 
palmball






noun






[Baseball]

 an off-speed pitch in which the ball is released from the palm and thumb rather than the fingers.













Palm Bay






a residential city in east central Florida, southwest of Melbourne; pop. 100,786 (est. 2008).









Palm Beach






a resort town in southeastern Florida, located on an island just off the coast; pop. 9,535 (est. 2008).









palm civet






noun




a mainly arboreal civet that typically has powerful curved claws and pale spots or stripes on a dark coat, native to Africa and Asia. It is often a pest of banana plantations.

[
Paradoxurus

 and other genera, family 
Viverridae

 : several species, including the 
common palm civet

 (
P. hermaphroditus

 ) of Asia.]













palmcorder

 
/ˈpä(l)mˌkôrdər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a small, handheld camcorder.











– origin

 1980s: blend of palm
 2
 and recorder
 .





Palmdale

 
/ˈpämdāl/






a city in southwestern California, north of Los Angeles, near Edwards Air Force Base; pop. 143,197 (est. 2008).









Palme, Olof

 
/ˈpälmə/






(1927–86), Swedish statesman; full name 
Sven Olof Joachim Palme

 . He served as prime minister 1969–76 and 1982–86, until killed by an unknown assassin.









palmer

 
/ˈpä(l)mər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a pilgrim, especially one who had returned from the Holy Land with a palm frond or leaf as a sign of having undertaken the pilgrimage.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an itinerant monk traveling from shrine to shrine under a vow of poverty.




3.
 
a hairy artificial fly used in angling.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from medieval Latin 
palmarius

 ‘pilgrim,’ from Latin 
palma

 ‘palm.’





Palmer, Arnold

 
/ˈpä(l)mər/






(1929–), US golfer; full name 
Arnold Daniel Palmer

 . His many championship victories include the Masters in 1958, 1960, 1962, and 1964; the US Open in 1960; and the British Open in 1961 and 1962. The huge galleries attracted by Palmer whenever he played were dubbed “Arnie's Army.”









Palmerston, 3rd Viscount

 
/ˈpä(l)mərstən/






(1784–1865), British statesman; prime minister 1855–58 and 1859–65; born 
Henry John Temple

 . He declared the second Opium War against China in 1856 and oversaw the successful conclusion of the Crimean War in 1856 and the suppression of the Indian Mutiny in 1858.










palmette

 
/palˈmet/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 an ornament of radiating petals that resemble the leaflets of a palm.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘small palm,’ diminutive of 
palme

 .






palmetto

 
/ˌpä(l)ˈmedō/





I.
 
noun




a fan palm, especially one of a number occurring from the southern US to northern South America.

[
Sabal

 and other genera, family 
Palmae

 : several species, in particular the 
cabbage palmetto

 (
S. palmetto

 ), which is the state tree of Florida (where it is better known as the 
sabal palm

 ) and South Carolina.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
palmito

 , literally ‘small palm,’ diminutive of 
palma

 , assimilated to Italian words ending in 
-etto

 .





Palmetto State






a nickname for the state of South Carolina
 .









palm-greasing






noun






‹informal›

 bribery used to secure illicit advantages or gains in politics or business




•
 
after considerable palm- greasing, the plan for a commercial building was approved.



















palmier

 
/ˈpä(l)mēā/





I.
 
noun




a sweet, crisp pastry shaped like a palm leaf.











– origin

 French, literally ‘palm tree.’





palmist

 
/ˈpä(l)məst/






noun




a person who practices palmistry; a palm-reader.













palmistry

 
/ˈpä(l)məstrē/





I.
 
noun




the art or practice of supposedly interpreting a person's character or predicting their future by examining the lines and other features of the hand, especially the palm and fingers.











– origin

 late Middle English: from palm
 2
 + 
-estry

 (of unknown origin), later altered to 
-istry

 , perhaps on the pattern of 
sophistry

 .





palmitic acid

 
/pä(l)ˌmidik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a solid saturated fatty acid obtained from palm oil and other vegetable and animal fats.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )14
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





palmitate

 
/ˈpä(l)məˌtāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
palmitic

 from French 
palmitique

 , from 
palme

 (see palm
 1
 ).





palm oil






noun




oil from the fruit of certain palms, especially the West African oil palm.













Palm Pilot






noun






‹trademark›

 a brand of handheld computer.













palm reader






noun




a person who is supposedly able to predict someone's future by interpreting the lines on the palms of their hands




•
 
a palm reader told her she would have two children.



















palm-reading






noun




the art or practice of supposedly interpreting a person's character or predicting their future by examining the palm of their hand.













Palm Springs






a resort city in the desert area of southern California, east of Los Angeles, noted for its hot mineral springs; pop. 47,952 (est. 2008).









palm squirrel






noun




an Old World squirrel that frequents palm trees, especially a tree squirrel with a striped back and a shrill, birdlike call.

[Genus 
Funambulus

 and other genera, family 
Sciuridae

 : several species, in particular the 
five-striped northern palm squirrel

 (
F. pennanti

 ), which is common in and around human habitation in northern India.]













Palm Sunday






noun




the Sunday before Easter, when the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is celebrated in many Christian churches by processions in which palm fronds are carried.













palmtop

 
/ˈpä(l)mˌtäp /

 
palmtop computer






noun




a computer small and lightweight enough to be held in one hand.













palm wine






noun




an alcoholic drink made from fermented palm sap.













palmy

 
/ˈpä(l)mē/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a previous period of time) flourishing or successful




•
 
the palmy days of the 1970s.










2.
 
covered with palms.













palmyra

 
/palˈmīrə/





I.
 
noun




an Asian fan palm that yields a wide range of useful products, including timber, fiber, and fruit.

[
Borassus flabellifer

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
palmeira

 ‘palm tree.’ The change in the ending was due to association with the name of the ancient city of Palmyra
 .






Palmyra

 
/palˈmīrə/





I.
 
an ancient city in Syria, an oasis in the Syrian desert northeast of Damascus on the site of present-day Tadmur.







– origin

 Greek form of the city's modern and ancient pre-Semitic name Tadmur or Tadmor, meaning ‘city of palms.’





Palo Alto

 
/ˌpalō ˈaltō/






a city in western California, south of San Francisco; pop. 59,395 (est. 2008). It is noted for electronics and computer technology and is the site of Stanford University.









palolo worm

 
/pəˈlōlō ˌwərm/





I.
 
noun




a marine bristle worm that swarms in response to changes in light intensity, particularly that of the moon. The worm's posterior segments detach themselves and swim to the surface where the reproductive cells are released into the sea.

[Several species in 
Eunicidae

 and other families, in particular the 
Samoan palolo worm

 (
Palola viridis

 ), which occurs on South Pacific reefs.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
palolo

 from Samoan or Tongan.





Palomar, Mount

 
/ˈpaləˌmär/





I.
 
a mountain in southern California, northeast of San Diego, rising to a height of 6,126 feet (1,867 m). It is the site of an astronomical observatory.







– origin

 Spanish 
Palomar

 , literally ‘place of the pigeon.’





palomino

 
/ˌpaləˈmēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 palominos)
 — a pale golden or tan-colored horse or pony with a white mane and tail, originally bred in the southwestern US.




2.
 
a variety of white grape, originally grown around Jerez in southern Spain, used especially to make sherry and fortified wines.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, from Spanish 
palomino

 ‘young pigeon,’ from Latin 
palumbinus

 ‘resembling a dove.’





palooka

 
/pəˈlo͞okə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid, uncouth person; a lout.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
(US)

 
‹dated›

 an inferior or average prizefighter.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





Palookaville

 
/pəˈlo͞okəˌvil/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a state of obscurity




•
 
a couple of bucks and a one-way ticket to Palookaville.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an economically depressed, working-class community.













Palouse

 
/pəˈlo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a member of an American Indian people inhabiting the Palouse River valley in southeastern Washington.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Palouse.











– origin

 from Sahaptin 
palúus

 ‘which stands in the water,’ referring to a large rock in the Snake River.





paloverde

 
/ˌpalōˈvərd(ē)/





I.
 
noun




a thorny, yellow-flowered tree or shrub that grows along watercourses in the warm desert areas of America.

[Genus 
Cercidium

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, literally ‘green tree.’





palp

 
/palp/





I.
 
noun




another term for palpus
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
palpus

 , literally ‘feeler.’






palpable

 
/ˈpalpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a feeling or atmosphere) so intense as to seem almost tangible




•
 
a palpable sense of loss.










2.
 
plain to see or comprehend




•
 
to talk of dawn raids in the circumstances is palpable nonsense.










3.
 
able to be touched or felt




•
 
the palpable bump at the bridge of the nose.














II.
 
derivatives





palpability

 
/ˌpalpəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
palpabilis

 , from Latin 
palpare

 ‘feel, touch gently.’





palpably

 
/ˈpalpəblē/






adverb



1.
 
noticeably or clearly




•
 
palpably false claims




•
 
the audience became palpably uncomfortable.










2.
 
in a way that is able to be touched or felt




•
 
the lymph nodes were palpably enlarged.



















palpate

 
/ˈpalˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine (a part of the body) by touch, especially for medical purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





palpation

 
/palˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (earlier (late 15th cent.) as 
palpation

 ): from Latin 
palpat-

 ‘touched gently,’ from the verb 
palpare

 .





palpebral

 
/ˈpalpəbrəl palˈpēbrəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the eyelids.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
palpebralis

 , from Latin 
palpebra

 ‘eyelid.’





palpitant

 
/ˈpalpəd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 palpitating.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, present participle of 
palpiter

 , from Latin 
palpitare

 ‘continue to pat.’






palpitate

 
/ˈpalpəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
palpitating

 )


1.
 
(of the heart) beat rapidly, strongly, or irregularly




•
 
it wakened him in the night with a palpitating heart.










2.
 
shake; tremble




•
 
she was palpitating with terror.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
palpitat-

 ‘patted,’ from the verb 
palpitare

 , frequentative of 
palpare

 ‘touch gently.’





palpitation

 
/ˌpalpəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
palpitations

 )


1.
 
a noticeably rapid, strong, or irregular heartbeat due to agitation, exertion, or illness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
palpitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
palpitare

 (see palpitate
 ).






palpus

 
/ˈpalpəs /

 
palp





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 each of a pair of elongated segmented appendages near the mouth of an arthropod, usually concerned with the senses of touch and taste.








II.
 
derivatives





palpal

 
/-pəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latin, from 
palpare

 ‘to feel.’





palsgrave

 
/ˈpôlzɡrāv/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a count palatine.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from early modern Dutch 
paltsgrave

 , from 
palts

 ‘palatinate’ + 
grave

 ‘count.’





palsy

 
/ˈpôlzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 paralysis, especially that which is accompanied by involuntary tremors




•
 
a kind of palsy had seized him.










2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 a condition of incapacity or helplessness.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
affect with paralysis and involuntary tremors




•
 
she feels as if the muscles on her face are palsied




•
 


‹figurative›

 the old-boy network laid its palsied hand upon the business of wealth creation.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paralisie

 , from an alteration of Latin 
paralysis

 (see paralysis
 ).





palsy-walsy

 
/ˌpalzē ˈwalzē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very friendly or intimate.











– origin

 1930s (as a noun in the sense ‘friend’): from the noun pal
 + -sy
 , by reduplication.





palter

 
/ˈpôltər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 equivocate or prevaricate in action or speech.




2.
 
(
palter with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 trifle with




•
 
this great work should not be paltered with.














II.
 
derivatives





palterer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘mumble or babble’): of unknown origin; no corresponding verb is known in any other language.





Paltrow, Gwyneth

 
/ˈpaltrō/






(1972–), US actress. Notable movies: 
Emma

 (1996), 
Shakespeare in Love

 (1998), 
Possession

 (2001), 
Sylvia

 (2003), and 
Proof

 (2005).









paltry

 
/ˈpôltrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an amount) small or meager




•
 
she would earn a paltry $33 more each month.










2.
 
petty; trivial




•
 
naval glory struck him as paltry.














II.
 
derivatives





paltriness

 
/ˈpôltrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: apparently based on dialect 
pelt

 ‘trash, esp. rags’; compare with Low German 
paltrig

 ‘ragged.’





paludal

 
/pəˈlo͞odl ˈpalyədl/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of a plant, animal, or soil) living or occurring in a marshy habitat.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
palus

 , 
palud-

 ‘marsh’ + -al
 .





paly

 
/ˈpālē/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 divided into equal vertical stripes




•
 
paly of six, argent and gules.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pale

 ‘divided by stakes,’ from 
pal

 ‘pale, stake.’





palynology

 
/ˌpaləˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of pollen grains and other spores, especially as found in archaeological or geological deposits.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
palynological

 
/-nəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
palynologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
palunein

 ‘sprinkle’ + -logy
 .





pam.






abbreviation




pamphlet.













Pamir Mountains

 
/pəˌmir ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Pamirs






a mountain system of central Asia that is centered in Tajikistan and extends into Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and western China. The highest mountain is Ismail Samani Peak in Tajikistan.









Pamlico Sound

 
/ˌpamliˌkō ˈsound/






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean in eastern North Carolina, inside the islands of the Outer Banks, south of Albemarle Sound.










pampas

 
/ˈpampəs ˈpampəz/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
extensive, treeless plains in South America.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Spanish from Quechua 
pampa

 ‘plain.’





pampas grass

 
/ˈpampəz ˌɡras/






noun




a tall South American grass with silky flowering plumes, widely cultivated as an ornamental plant.

[
Cortaderia selloana

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













pamper

 
/ˈpampər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indulge with every attention, comfort, and kindness; spoil




•
 
famous people just love being pampered.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cram with food’): probably of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with German dialect 
pampfen

 ‘cram, gorge’; perhaps related to pap
 1
 .





pampero

 
/pamˈperō/





I.
 
noun




a strong, cold southwesterly wind in South America, blowing from the Andes across the pampas toward the Atlantic.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish 
pampas

 ‘plain’ (see pampas
 ).





pamphlet

 
/ˈpamflət/





I.
 
noun




a small booklet or leaflet containing information or arguments about a single subject.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute pamphlets to.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
Pamphilet

 , the familiar name of the 12th-cent. Latin love poem 
Pamphilus, seu de Amore

 .





pamphleteer

 
/ˌpamfləˈtir/





I.
 
noun




a writer of pamphlets, especially ones of a political and controversial nature.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
pamphleteering

 )


1.
 
write and issue political or controversial pamphlets.













Pamphylia

 
/pamˈfilēə/





I.
 
an ancient coastal region of southern Asia Minor, between Lycia and Cilicia, to the east of the modern port of Antalya.




II.
 
derivatives





Pamphylian

 
/pamˈfilēən /






adjective, noun





















Pamplona

 
/pamˈplōnə, päm-/






a city in northern Spain, capital of the former kingdom and modern region of Navarre; pop. 197,275 (2008). It is noted for the fiesta of San Fermin, held there in July, which is celebrated with the running of bulls through the streets of the city.










pan1


 
/pan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container made of metal and used for cooking food in.




2.
 
an amount of something contained in a pan




•
 
a 
pan of

 hot water.










3.
 
a large container used in a technical or manufacturing process for subjecting a material to heat or a mechanical or chemical process.




4.
 
a bowl fitted at either end of a balance, in which items to be weighed are set.




5.
 
another term for steel drum
 .




6.
 
a shallow bowl in which gold is separated from gravel and mud by agitation and washing.




7.
 
a hollow in the ground in which water may collect or in which a deposit of salt remains after water has evaporated.




8.
 
a part of the lock that held the priming in old types of guns.




9.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's face.




10.
 
a hard stratum of compacted soil.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 criticize (someone or something) severely




•
 
the movie was panned by the critics.










2.
 
wash gravel in a pan to separate out (gold)




•
 
the old-timers panned gold




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
prospectors 
panned for gold

 in the Yukon.










3.
 
(of gravel) yield gold.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





pan out





a.
 
turn out well




•
 
Harold's idea had been a good one even if it hadn't panned out.










b.
 
end up; conclude




•
 
he's happy with the way the deal panned out.


















IV.
 
derivatives





panful

 
/ˈpanˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
panne

 ; related to Dutch 
pan

 , German 
Pfanne

 , perhaps based on Latin 
patina

 ‘dish.’





pan2


 
/pan/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swing (a video or movie camera) in a horizontal or vertical plane, typically to give a panoramic effect or follow a subject.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a camera) be swung in a horizontal or vertical plane




•
 
the camera panned to the dead dictator.














II.
 
noun




a panning movement




•
 
that slow pan over Los Angeles.














III.
 
phrases





pan and scan






a technique for narrowing the aspect ratio of a widescreen movie to fit the squarer shape of a television screen by continuously selecting the portion of the original picture with the most significance, rather than just the middle portion.















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of panorama
 .






Pan

 
/pan /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a god of flocks and herds, typically represented with the horns, ears, and legs of a goat on a man's body. His sudden appearance was supposed to cause terror similar to that of a frightened and stampeding herd, and the word 
panic

 is derived from his name.







– origin

 probably originally in the sense ‘the feeder’ (i.e., herdsman), although the name was regularly associated with Greek 
pas

 or 
pan

 (= ‘all’), giving rise to his identification as a god of nature or the universe.






pan-

 
/pan/





I.
 
combining form




all-inclusive, especially in relation to the whole of a continent, racial group, religion, etc.




•
 
pan-African




•
 
pansexual.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pan

 , neuter of 
pas

 ‘all.’





panacea

 
/ˌpanəˈsēə/





I.
 
noun




a solution or remedy for all difficulties or diseases




•
 
the panacea for all corporate ills




•
 
the time-honored panacea, cod liver oil.














II.
 
derivatives





panacean

 
/-ˈsēən /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
panakeia

 , from 
panakēs

 ‘all-healing,’ from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
akos

 ‘remedy.’





panache

 
/pəˈnaSH pəˈnäSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
flamboyant confidence of style or manner




•
 
he entertained Palm Springs society 
with

 great 
panache

 .










2.
 


‹historical›

 a tuft or plume of feathers, especially as a headdress or on a helmet.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
pennacchio

 , from late Latin 
pinnaculum

 , diminutive of 
pinna

 ‘feather.’





panada

 
/pəˈnädə, -ˈnādə/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of bread boiled to a pulp and flavored.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese, based on Latin 
panis

 ‘bread.’





pan-African

 
/panˈafrəkən/






adjective




of or relating to all people of African birth or descent.













pan-Africanism

 
/panˈafrəkəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principle or advocacy of the political union of all the indigenous inhabitants of Africa.








II.
 
derivatives





pan-Africanist






noun





















Pan-Africanist Congress

 
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania
 , PAC






a South African political movement formed in 1959 as a militant offshoot of the African National Congress. It was outlawed in 1960 after the Sharpeville massacre, but continued its armed opposition to the South African government until it was legalized in 1990.









panama

 
/ˈpanəˌmä /

 
panama hat





I.
 
noun




a wide-brimmed hat of strawlike material, originally made from the leaves of a particular tropical palm tree, worn chiefly by men.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the country of Panama
 .






Panama

 
/ˈpanəˌmä ˈpanəˌmô/







1.
 
a country in Central America; pop. 3,360,500 (est. 2009); capital, Panama City; language, Spanish (official).





Panama occupies the isthmus that connects North and South America. Colonized by Spain in the early 16th century, it was freed from imperial control in 1821 and became a Colombian province. It gained full independence in 1903, although the construction of the Panama Canal and the leasing of the zone around it to the US split the country in two. In 1989, US troops invaded Panama and arrested the country's president, Gen. Manuel Noriega, on charges of drug trafficking. According to an agreement signed in 1977, the Panama Canal and the surrounding zone were turned over to Panama at the end of 1999.









Panama, Isthmus of






in the narrowest sense, the site of the Panama Canal. More broadly, all the territory of Panama, or the entire region that connects North and South America. Formerly called 
Isthmus of Darien

 .










Panama Canal

 
/ˈpanəˌmä kəˈnal/






a canal about 50 miles (80 km) long, across the Isthmus of Panama, that connects the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Its construction, begun by Ferdinand de Lesseps in 1881, was abandoned in 1889 and was completed by the US, 1904–14. Control of the canal remained with the US until 1999, when it was ceded to Panama.









Panama City

 
/ˈpanəˌmä ˈsidē/





I.
 
the capital of Panama, situated on the Pacific coast close to the Panama Canal; pop. 425,600 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a port city in northwestern Florida; pop. 36,644 (est. 2008).









Panama disease






noun




a fungal disease of bananas producing yellowing and wilting of the leaves.

[The fungus is a form of 
Fusarium oxysporum

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]













Panamanian

 
/ˌpanəˈmānēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Panama or its people




•
 
the hot Panamanian morning sun.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Panama, or a person of Panamanian descent




•
 
a number of Panamanians have played in the North American major leagues.



















Panama Red






noun




a potent variety of marijuana from Panama that is reddish in color.













Panamax

 
/ˈpanəˌmaks/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a ship having the maximum permissible dimensions (length, breadth, and draft) for transiting the Panama Canal, with a dead-weight capacity of about 75,000 tons.











– origin

 1980s: blend of Panama
 and the adjective maximum
 .





pan-American

 
/ˌpanəˈmerəkən/






adjective




of, relating to, representing, or involving all the countries of North and South America.














Pan-American Highway






a road system initiated in the 1920s to link nations of the western hemisphere from Alaska to Chile. Gaps remain in Panama and Colombia. The 
Inter-American Highway

 is the section from the Texas–Mexico border south to Panama City.









pan-Americanism

 
/panəˈmerəkəˌnizəm/






noun




the principle or advocacy of political or commercial and cultural cooperation among all the countries of North and South America.













Panamint Range

 
/ˌpanəmint ˈrānj/






a mountain range in east central California, west of Death Valley, noted for its high walls and deep canyons.









pan-and-tilt

 
/ˌpanənˈtilt/






adjective




denoting a stand, tripod, or other item of mounting equipment that allows a camera to move in both horizontal and vertical planes.













pan-Arab

 
/ˌpanˈerəb/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving all of the Arab states




•
 
the major pan-Arab newspapers.










2.
 
advocating the political alliance or union of all Arab states




•
 
a pan-Arab movement.



















pan-Arabism

 
/panˈerəbizəm/






noun




the principle or advocacy of political alliance or union of all the Arab states.













panatela

 
/ˌpanəˈtelə/





I.
 
noun




a long thin cigar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish 
panatela

 , denoting a long thin cookie, from Italian 
panatello

 ‘small loaf,’ diminutive of 
panata

 .





Panay

 
/pəˈnī/






an island in the central Philippines; chief town, Iloilo.










pancake

 
/ˈpanˌkāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin, flat cake of batter, usually fried and turned in a pan. Pancakes are usually eaten with syrup or rolled up with a filling.




2.
 
(also 
pancake makeup

 )
 — makeup consisting of a flat solid layer of compressed powder, widely used in the theater.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (with reference to an aircraft) make or cause to make a pancake landing.




•
 
he pancaked it in about twenty meters.










2.
 


‹informal›

 flatten or become flattened


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the hotel had pancaked into a heap of concrete.














III.
 
phrases





(as) flat as a pancake






completely flat.















– origin

 late Middle English: from pan
 1
 + cake
 .





pancake landing

 
/ˈpanˌkāk ˈlandiNG/






noun




an emergency landing in which an aircraft levels out close to the ground and drops vertically with its undercarriage still retracted.













pancake race

 
/ˈpanˌkāk rās/






noun




a race in which each competitor must toss a pancake in a pan as they run, traditionally held in some places on Shrove Tuesday.













Pancake Tuesday






noun




Shrove Tuesday, when pancakes are traditionally eaten.













pancetta

 
/panˈCHedə/





I.
 
noun




Italian cured belly of pork.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
pancio

 ‘belly.’





panchakarma

 
/ˌpən(t)SHəˈkärmə/





I.
 
noun




(in Ayurvedic medicine) a fivefold detoxification treatment involving massage, herbal therapy, and other procedures.











– origin

 1980s: from Sanskrit, 
panca

 , ‘five’ + 
karman

 , ‘action.’





panchayat

 
/pənˈCHīət/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a village council.











– origin

 from Hindi (originally denoting a council consisting of five members), from Sanskrit 
panca

 ‘five’ + 
āyatta

 ‘depending upon.’






Panchen Lama

 
/ˌpän(t)SHən ˈlämə/





I.
 
noun




a Tibetan lama ranking next after the Dalai Lama.











– origin

 Tibetan 
panchen

 , abbreviation of 
pandi-tachen-po

 ‘great learned one’; compare with pundit
 .





Panchiao

 
/ˈpanˈCHyou /

 
Pan-ch'iao






a city in northern Taiwan, southwest of Taipei; pop. 547,600 (est. 2007).










panchromatic

 
/ˌpankrōˈmadik/






adjective






[Photography]

 (of photographic film) sensitive to all visible colors of the spectrum.

Often contrasted with orthochromatic
 .













pancreas

 
/ˈpaNGkrēəs/





I.
 
noun




a large gland behind the stomach that secretes digestive enzymes into the duodenum. Embedded in the pancreas are the islets of Langerhans, which secrete into the blood the hormones insulin and glucagon.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pankreas

 , from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
kreas

 ‘flesh.’





pancreatectomy

 
/ˌpaNGkrēəˈtektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of the pancreas.













pancreatic

 
/ˌpaNGkrēˈadik/






adjective




relating to the pancreas




•
 
pancreatic enzymes




•
 
pancreatic cancer.



















pancreatic juice

 
/ˌpaNGkrēˈatik/






noun




the clear alkaline digestive fluid secreted by the pancreas.













pancreatin

 
/ˈpaNGkrēətn ˌpaNGˈkrēətn/






noun




a mixture of enzymes obtained from animal pancreases, given as a medicine to aid digestion.













pancreatitis

 
/ˌpaNGkrēəˈtīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the pancreas.













pancreozymin

 
/ˌpaNGkrēəˈzīmin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone that stimulates the production of enzymes by the pancreas.













pancytopenia

 
/ˌpansīdəˈpēnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 deficiency of all three cellular components of the blood (red cells, white cells, and platelets).











– origin

 1940s: from pan-
 ‘all’ + cyto-
 ‘cell’ + Greek 
penia

 ‘poverty, lack.’





panda

 
/ˈpandə /

 
giant panda





I.
 
noun




a large bearlike mammal with characteristic black and white markings, native to certain mountain forests of central and western China. It feeds almost entirely on bamboo and has become increasingly rare.

See also red panda
 . [
Ailuropoda melanoleuca

 ; it is now usually placed with the bears (family 
Ursidae

 ), but was formerly thought to belong with the raccoons (family 
Procyonidae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Nepali.






pandanus

 
/panˈdānəs, -ˈdanəs /

 
pandan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical tree or shrub that has a twisted and branched stem, stilt roots, spiral tufts of long, narrow, typically spiny leaves, and fibrous edible fruit.

Also called screw pine
 . [Genus 
Pandanus

 , family 
Pandanaceae

 .]




2.
 
fiber from the leaves of the pandanus, or material woven from this fiber.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Malay 
pandan

 .






Pandarus

 
/ˈpandərəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Lycian who fought on the side of the Trojans, described in the 
Iliad

 as breaking the truce with the Greeks by wounding Menelaus with an arrow. The role as the lovers' go-between that he plays in Chaucer's (and later Shakespeare's) story of Troilus and Cressida originated with Boccaccio and is the origin of the word 
pander

 .









pandect

 
/ˈpandekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a complete body of the laws of a country.




2.
 
(usu. 
the Pandects

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a compendium in 50 books of the Roman civil law made by order of Justinian in the 6th century.








II.
 
derivatives





pandectist

 
/panˈdektist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
pandecte

 , from Latin 
pandecta

 , from Greek 
pandektēs

 ‘all-receiver,’ from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
dektēs

 (from 
dekhesthai

 ‘receive’).






pandemic

 
/panˈdemik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a disease) prevalent over a whole country or the world.








II.
 
noun




an outbreak of a pandemic disease.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
pandēmos

 (from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
dēmos

 ‘people’) + -ic
 . / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
pandemic

 , 
endemic

 , and 
epidemic

 , see usage at epidemic
 .





pandemonium

 
/ˌpandəˈmōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




wild and noisy disorder or confusion; uproar




•
 
pandemonium broke out.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin (denoting the place of all demons, in Milton's 
Paradise Lost

 ), from pan-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
daimōn

 ‘demon.’





pander

 
/ˈpandər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
pander to

 )


1.
 
gratify or indulge (an immoral or distasteful desire, need, or habit or a person with such a desire, etc.)




•
 
newspapers are pandering to people's baser instincts.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a pimp.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 a person who assists the baser urges or evil designs of others




•
 
the lowest panders of a venal press.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from 
Pandare

 , the name of a character in Chaucer's 
Troilus and Criseyde

 (see Pandarus
 ). The verb dates from the early 17th cent.






pandit

 
/ˈpəndit, ˈpan- /

 
pundit





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Hindu scholar learned in Sanskrit and Hindu philosophy and religion, typically also a practicing priest


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Pandit Misir.










2.
 


(Indian)

 a wise man or teacher.




3.
 


(Indian)

 a talented musician (used as a respectful title or form of address).











– origin

 Of the same origin as pundit
 .





Pandit, Vijaya

 
/ˈpandit, ˈpən-/






(1900–90), Indian politician and diplomat, sister of Jawaharlal Nehru; full name 
Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit

 . Having been imprisoned three times by the British for nationalist activities, after independence she became the first woman to serve as president of the UN General Assembly (1953–54).









P & L






abbreviation




profit and loss account.













pandora

 
/panˈdôrə /

 
pandora shell
 , Pandora's box shell





I.
 
noun




a burrowing bivalve mollusk with a fragile shell, the unequal valves of which form a “box” with a lid.

[Genus 
Pandora

 , family 
Pandoridae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
pandoura

 ‘three-stringed lute’ (because of the shell's resemblance to the sound box of a stringed instrument).





Pandora

 
/panˈdôrə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the first mortal woman. In one story she was created by Zeus and sent to earth with a jar or box of evils in revenge for Prometheus' having brought the gift of fire back to the world. Pandora let out all the evils from the jar to infect the earth; hope alone remained to assuage the lot of humankind.







– origin

 from the Greek name 
Pandōra

 ‘all-gifted’ (from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
dōron

 ‘gift’).





Pandora's box

 
/panˌdôrəz ˈbäks/






noun




a process that generates many complicated problems as the result of unwise interference in something.













pandowdy

 
/panˈdoudē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a kind of spiced apple pie baked in a deep dish.











– origin

 of unknown origin.





p. & p.






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 postage and packing.














pane

 
/pān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a single sheet of glass in a window or door.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a separate defined area within a window for the display of, or interaction with, a part of that window's application or output.




3.
 
a sheet or page of postage stamps.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a section or piece of something, such as a fence or strip of cloth): from Old French 
pan

 , from Latin 
pannus

 ‘piece of cloth.’





panegyric

 
/ˌpanəˈjirik/





I.
 
noun




a public speech or published text in praise of someone or something




•
 
Vera's panegyric on friendship.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
panegyrical

 
/ˌpanəˈjirək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
panegyrically

 
/ˌpanəˈjirəkəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
panégyrique

 , via Latin from Greek 
panēgurikos

 ‘of public assembly,’ from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
aguris

 ‘agora, assembly.’





panegyrize

 
/ˈpanəjəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 speak or write in praise of; eulogize.








II.
 
derivatives





panegyrist

 
/ˌpanəˈjirist ˌpanəˈjīrist /






noun





















panel

 
/ˈpanl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat or curved component, typically rectangular, that forms or is set into the surface of a door, wall, or ceiling.




•
 
a layer of insulating material should be placed between the panels and the wall.










2.
 
a thin piece of metal forming part of the outer shell of a vehicle




•
 
body panels for the car business.










3.
 
a flat board on which instruments or controls are fixed




•
 
a control panel.










4.
 
a decorated area within a larger design containing a separate subject




•
 
the central panel depicts the Crucifixion.










5.
 
one of several drawings making up a comic strip.




6.
 
a piece of material forming part of a garment.




7.
 
a small group of people brought together to discuss, investigate, or decide on a particular matter, especially in the context of business or government




•
 
we assembled a panel of experts.










8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a list of available jurors or a jury.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
paneled

 )


1.
 
cover (a wall or other surface) with panels




•
 
an elegant paneled dining room.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘piece of cloth,’ based on Latin 
pannus

 ‘(piece of) cloth.’ The early sense ‘piece of parchment’ was extended to mean ‘list,’ whence the notion ‘advisory group’ 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun derives from the late Middle English sense ‘distinct (usually framed) section of a surface.’





paneling

 
/ˈpanəliNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 panelling






noun




panels collectively, when used to decorate a wall.













panelist

 
/ˈpanələst /

 


‹Brit.›

 panellist






noun




a member of a panel, especially in a formal public discussion.













panel study






noun




an investigation of attitude changes using a constant set of people and comparing each individual's opinions at different times.













panel truck

 
/ˈpanl trək/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small enclosed delivery truck.













panentheism

 
/paˈnenTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the belief or doctrine that God is greater than the universe and includes and interpenetrates it.








II.
 
derivatives





panentheistic

 
/ˌpanenTHēˈistik /






adjective





















panettone

 
/ˌpanəˈtōnē/





I.
 
noun




a rich Italian bread made with eggs, fruit, and butter and typically eaten at Christmas.











– origin

 Italian, from 
panetto

 ‘cake,’ diminutive of 
pane

 ‘bread’ (from Latin 
panis

 ‘bread’).





panfish

 
/ˈpanˌfiSH /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a fish suitable for frying whole in a pan, especially one caught by an angler rather than bought.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
panfishing

 )


1.
 
catch, or try to catch, such fish




•
 
panfishing picks up considerably during the fall and spring.



















panforte

 
/panˈfôrˌtā/





I.
 
noun




a hard, spicy Sienese cake containing nuts, candied citrus peel, and honey.











– origin

 Italian, from 
pane

 ‘bread’ + 
forte

 ‘strong.’





pan-fry

 
/pan frī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
pan-fried

 )


1.
 
fry in a pan in a small amount of fat




•
 
pan-fried trout.



















pang

 
/paNG/





I.
 
noun




a sudden sharp pain or painful emotion




•
 
Lindsey experienced a sharp 
pang of

 guilt




•
 
the snack bar will keep those hunger pangs at bay.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: perhaps an alteration of prong
 .





panga

 
/ˈpaNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a bladed African tool like a machete.











– origin

 Kiswahili.





Pangaea

 
/panˈjēə /

 
Pangea





I.
 
a supercontinent comprising all the continental crust of the earth, postulated to have existed in late Paleozoic and Mesozoic times before it broke into Gondwana and Laurasia.







– origin

 early 20th cent.: from pan-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
gaia

 ‘earth.’





pan-German

 
/panˈjərmən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or advocating pan-Germanism.




2.
 
of, relating to, or including both East and West Germany.








II.
 
derivatives





pan-Germanic






adjective





















pan-Germanism

 
/panˈjərməˌnizəm/






noun




the idea or principle of a political unification of all Europeans speaking German or a Germanic language.













Pangloss

 
/ˈpanɡlôs, -ɡläs/





I.
 
noun




a person who is optimistic regardless of the circumstances.








II.
 
derivatives





Panglossian

 
/panˈɡlôsēən, -ˈɡläs- /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of the tutor and philosopher in Voltaire's 
Candide

 (1759).






pangolin

 
/ˈpaNGɡələn paNGˈɡōlən/





I.
 
noun




an African and Asian mammal that has a body covered with horny overlapping scales, a small head with elongated snout, a long sticky tongue for catching ants and termites, and a thick, tapering tail.

Also called scaly anteater
 . [Family 
Manidae

 and order 
Pholidota

 : genera 
Manis

 (three species in Asia) and 
Phataginus

 (four species in Africa).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Malay 
peng-guling

 , literally ‘roller’ (from its habit of rolling into a ball).





pangram

 
/ˈpanɡram/






noun




a sentence or verse that contains all the letters of the alphabet.













panhandle

 
/ˈpanˌhan(d)l /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




(often in place names) a narrow strip of territory projecting from the main territory of one state into another state




•
 
the Oklahoma Panhandle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 beg in the street




•
 
she went back to the streets to panhandle for money.














III.
 
derivatives





panhandler

 
/ˈpanˌhandlər ˈpanˌhanlər /






noun





















Panhandle State






a nickname for the state of West Virginia
 .









Panhellenic

 
/ˌpanhəˈlenik/






adjective



1.
 
of, concerning, or representing all people of Greek origin or ancestry.




2.
 
relating to, advocating, or denoting the idea of a political union of all Greeks.




3.
 
of, concerning, or representing all college fraternities and sororities.













pani

 
/ˈpänē/





I.
 
noun




a term used in India for water
 .











– origin

 from Hindi 
pānī

 .





panic1


 
/ˈpanik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sudden uncontrollable fear or anxiety, often causing wildly unthinking behavior




•
 
she hit him in panic




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
he ran to the library in a blind panic.










2.
 
widespread financial or commercial apprehension provoking hasty action




•
 
he caused an economic panic by his sudden resignation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
panic selling.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a frenzied hurry to do something




•
 
a workload of constant panics and rush jobs.














II.
 
verb




feel or cause to feel panic


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the crowd panicked and stampeded for the exit




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
talk of love panicked her.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
panique

 , from modern Latin 
panicus

 , from Greek 
panikos

 , from the name of the god Pan
 , noted for causing terror, to whom woodland noises were attributed.






panic2


 
/ˈpanik /

 
panic grass





I.
 
noun




any of a number of cereal and fodder grasses related to millet.

[
Panicum

 and related genera, family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
panicum

 , from 
panus

 ‘ear of millet’ (literally ‘thread wound on a bobbin’), based on Greek 
pēnos

 ‘web,’ 
pēnion

 ‘bobbin.’





panic attack

 
/ˈpanik əˌtak/






noun




a sudden feeling of acute and disabling anxiety.













panic button

 
/ˈpanik ˌbətn/





I.
 
noun




a button for summoning help in an emergency




•
 
personal attack circuits are operated by panic buttons.














II.
 
phrases





press (or push or hit) the panic button








‹informal›

 respond to a situation by panicking or taking emergency measures.

















panic buying





I.
 
noun




the action of buying large quantities of a particular product or commodity due to sudden fears of a forthcoming shortage or price increase




•
 
panic buying by motorists compounded the situation—by the middle of the month, nearly all of the country's gas stations had run dry.














II.
 
derivatives





panic-buy






verb





















panic disorder






noun




a psychiatric disorder in which debilitating anxiety and fear arise frequently and without reasonable cause.













panicky

 
/ˈpanəkē/






adjective




feeling or characterized by uncontrollable fear or anxiety




•
 
I started to feel panicky and breathless




•
 
he's getting increasingly panicky over the lack of cash.



















panicle

 
/ˈpanək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a loose, branching cluster of flowers, as in oats.








II.
 
derivatives





panicled






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
panicula

 , diminutive of 
panus

 ‘ear of millet’ (see panic
 2
 ).






panic room






noun




another term for a safe room
 .













panic-stricken

 
/ˈˌpanik ˈˌstrikən /

 
panic-struck






adjective




affected with panic; very frightened




•
 
the panic-stricken victims rushed out of their blazing homes.



















pan-Indian

 
/panˈindēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the whole of India, or to all its ethnic, religious, or linguistic groups.




2.
 
denoting or relating to a cultural movement or religious practice participated in by many or all American Indian peoples.













panini

 
/pəˈnēnē /

 
panino





I.
 
noun




a sandwich made with Italian bread, usually toasted.











– origin

 1950s: from Italian, literally ‘bread roll.’





Panini

 
/ˈpänənē/






Indian grammarian. Sources vary as to when he lived, with dates ranging from the 4th to the 7th century 
BC

 . He is noted as the author of the 
Eight Lectures

 , a grammar of Sanskrit.









pani puri

 
/ˌpänē ˈpo͝orē/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian cooking) a puff-pastry ball filled with spiced mashed potato and tamarind juice and then fried.











– origin

 from Hindi 
pānī

 ‘water’ and 
pūrī

 from Sanskrit 
pūrikā

 ‘small, fried wheaten cake.’





panir

 
/ˌpaˈnir /

 
paneer





I.
 
noun




a type of curd cheese used in Indian, Iranian, and Afghan cooking.











– origin

 Hindi and Persian, ‘cheese.’





panjandrum

 
/panˈjandrəm/





I.
 
noun




a person who has or claims to have a great deal of authority or influence.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Grand Panjandrum

 , an invented phrase in a nonsense verse (1755) by S. Foote.





Pankhurst

 
/ˈpaNGkˌhərst/






the name of a family of English suffragists, comprising 
Mrs. Emmeline

 (1858–1928) and her daughters, 
Christabel

 (1880–1958) and 
(Estelle) Sylvia

 (1882–1960). In 1903, they founded the Women's Social and Political Union. When Christabel was imprisoned in 1905, Emmeline initiated the militant suffrage campaign that continued until the outbreak of World War I.









panko

 
/ˈpaNGkō/





I.
 
noun




(in Japanese cooking) breadcrumbs with a light, flaky texture, typically used as a coating for fried or baked food.




•
 
a piece of plump Chilean sea bass remained moist under a light crusting of panko.

















– origin

 Japanese 
pan-ko

 , from 
pan

 ‘bread’ + 
ko

 ‘flour, powder.’





panmixia

 
/panˈmiksēə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 random mating within a breeding population.








II.
 
derivatives





panmictic

 
/-ˈmiktik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from German 
Panmixie

 , from Greek 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
mixis

 ‘mixing.’





Panmunjom

 
/ˌpanˌmo͝onˈjôm/






a village in the demilitarized zone between North and South Korea. It was here that the armistice ending the Korean War was signed on July 27, 1953.









panna cotta

 
/ˌpanə ˈkōdə ˌpanə ˈkädə/





I.
 
noun




a cold Italian custard, often served with fruit sauce or caramel syrup.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘cooked cream.’





pannage

 
/ˈpanij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the right or privilege of feeding pigs or other animals in a wood.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 pasturage for pigs in woodland.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pasnage

 , from medieval Latin 
pastionaticum

 , from 
pastio(n-)

 ‘pasturing,’ from the verb 
pascere

 ‘to feed.’





panne

 
/pan /

 
panne velvet





I.
 
noun




a lustrous fabric resembling velvet, made of silk or rayon and having a flattened pile.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





pannier

 
/ˈpanēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a basket, especially one of a pair carried by a beast of burden.




2.
 
each of a pair of bags or boxes fitted on either side of the rear wheel of a bicycle or motorcycle.




3.
 


‹historical›

 part of a skirt looped up around the hips.




4.
 
a frame supporting this.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
panier

 , from Latin 
panarium

 ‘breadbasket,’ from 
panis

 ‘bread.’





pannikin

 
/ˈpanəkən/





I.
 
noun




a small metal drinking cup.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from pan
 1
 , on the pattern of 
cannikin

 .





pannist

 
/ˈpanist/






noun






(W. Indian)

 a person who plays a pan in a steel band.

See pan
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













Pannonia

 
/pəˈnōnēə/






an ancient country of southern Europe that was south and west of the Danube River, in present-day Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia.









pannus

 
/ˈpanəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which a layer of vascular fibrous tissue extends over the surface of an organ or other specialized anatomical structure, especially the cornea.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Latin, literally ‘cloth.’





panoply

 
/ˈpanəplē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a complete or impressive collection of things




•
 
a deliciously inventive panoply of insults.










2.
 
a splendid display




•
 
all the panoply of Western religious liturgy.










3.
 


‹historical›

 
‹literary›

 a complete set of arms or suit of armor.








II.
 
derivatives





panoplied

 
/ˈpanəplēd /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘complete protection for spiritual warfare,’ often with biblical allusion to Eph. 6:11, 13): from French 
panoplie

 or modern Latin 
panoplia

 ‘full armor,’ from Greek, from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
hopla

 ‘arms.’





panoptic

 
/paˈnäptik/





I.
 
adjective




showing or seeing the whole at one view




•
 
a panoptic aerial view.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
panoptos

 ‘seen by all,’ from 
panoptēs

 ‘all-seeing’ + -ic
 .





panopticon

 
/paˈnäptiˌkän/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a circular prison with cells arranged around a central well, from which prisoners could at all times be observed.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from pan-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
optikon

 , neuter of 
optikos

 ‘optic.’






panorama

 
/ˌpanəˈramə ˌpanəˈrämə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unbroken view of the whole region surrounding an observer




•
 
the tower offers a wonderful panorama of Prague.










2.
 
a picture or photograph containing a wide view.




3.
 
a complete survey or presentation of a subject or sequence of events




•
 
the galleries will offer a full panorama of 20th-century art.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from pan-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
horama

 ‘view’ (from 
horan

 ‘see’).





panoramic

 
/ˌpanəˈramik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a view or picture) with a wide view surrounding the observer; sweeping




•
 
on a clear day there are panoramic views.










2.
 
including all aspects of a subject; wide-ranging




•
 
his panoramic vision of post–World War I peace.














II.
 
derivatives





panoramically

 
/ˌpanəˈramək(ə)lē /






adverb





















pan-pan

 
/ˈpanpan/





I.
 
noun




an international radio distress signal, of less urgency than a mayday signal.











– origin

 1920s: 
pan

 from French 
panne

 ‘breakdown.’





panpipes

 
/ˈpanˌpīps/





I.
 
plural noun




a musical instrument made from a row of short pipes of varying length fixed together and played by blowing across the top.











– origin

 originally associated with the Greek rural god Pan
 .





panpsychism

 
/panˈsīˌkizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine or belief that everything material, however small, has an element of individual consciousness.








II.
 
derivatives





panpsychist






adjective, noun





















pansexual

 
/panˈsekSH(əw)əl/





I.
 
adjective




not limited in sexual choice with regard to biological sex, gender, or gender identity.








II.
 
noun




a pansexual person.








III.
 
derivatives





pansexuality

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oˈalitē /






noun





















pan-Slavism

 
/panˈslävizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principle or advocacy of the union of all Slavs or all Slavic peoples in one political organization.








II.
 
derivatives





pan-Slavist






adjective, noun





















panspermia

 
/panˈspərmēə/





I.
 
noun




the theory that life on the earth originated from microorganisms or chemical precursors of life present in outer space and able to initiate life on reaching a suitable environment.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek, from 
panspermos

 ‘containing all kinds of seed.’





pansy

 
/ˈpanzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a popular cultivated viola with flowers in rich colors, with both summer- and winter-flowering varieties.

[Genus 
Viola

 , family 
Violaceae

 : several species and hybrids, in particular the commonly cultivated 
V. cornuta

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an effeminate or homosexual man.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
pensée

 ‘thought; pansy,’ from 
penser

 ‘think,’ from Latin 
pensare

 , frequentative of 
pendere

 ‘weigh, consider.’





pant

 
/pant/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breathe with short, quick breaths, typically from exertion or excitement




•
 
he was panting when he reached the top.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — run or go in a specified direction while panting




•
 
they panted up the stairs.










3.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something breathlessly




•
 
“We'll never have time,” she panted.










4.
 
long for, or long to do, something




•
 
it makes you 
pant for

 more.










5.
 


‹literary›

 (of the heart or chest) throb violently from strong emotions.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, quick breath.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a throb or heave of a person's heart or chest.











– origin

 Middle English: related to Old French 
pantaisier

 ‘be agitated, gasp,’ based on Greek 
phantasioun

 ‘cause to imagine,’ from 
phantasia

 (see fantasy
 ).





Pantagruelian

 
/ˌpan(t)əɡro͞oˈelēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 enormous




•
 
a Pantagruelian banquet.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from 
Pantagruel

 (the name of an enormous giant in Rabelais's 
Gargantua and Pantagruel

 ) + -ian
 .





pantalets

 
/ˌpan(t)lˈets /

 
pantalettes






plural noun




long underpants with a frill at the bottom of each leg, worn by women and girls in the 19th century.














pantaloon

 
/ˌpan(t)lˈo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pantaloons

 )
 — women's baggy trousers gathered at the ankles.




2.
 


‹historical›

 men's close-fitting breeches fastened below the calf or at the foot.




3.
 


‹informal›

 pants.




4.
 
(
Pantaloon

 )
 — a Venetian character in Italian commedia dell'arte represented as a foolish old man wearing pantaloons.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
pantalon

 , from the Italian name 
Pantalone

 ‘Pantaloon’ (
sense

 2).





pantechnicon

 
/panˈteknəkən/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a large van for transporting furniture.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pan-
 ‘all’ + 
tekhnikon

 ‘piece of art,’ originally the name of a bazaar in London for all kinds of artistic work, later converted into a furniture warehouse.





Panthalassa

 
/ˌpanTHəˈlasə/





I.
 
a universal sea or single ocean, such as would have surrounded Pangaea.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pan-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
thalassa

 ‘sea.’





pantheism

 
/ˈpanTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a doctrine that identifies God with the universe, or regards the universe as a manifestation of God.




2.
 


‹rare›

 worship that admits or tolerates all gods.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pantheist

 
/ˈpanTHēist /






noun













2.
 
pantheistic

 
/ˌpanTHēˈistik /






adjective













3.
 
pantheistical

 
/ˌpanTHēˈistikəl /






adjective













4.
 
pantheistically

 
/ˌpanTHēˈistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from pan-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
theos

 ‘god’ + -ism
 .





pantheon

 
/ˈpanTHēˌän ˈpanTHēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
all the gods of a people or religion collectively




•
 
the deities of the Hindu and Shinto pantheons.










2.
 
(also 
Pantheon

 )
 — (especially in ancient Greece and Rome) a temple dedicated to all the gods.




3.
 
a building in which the illustrious dead of a nation are buried or honored.




4.
 
a group of particularly respected, famous, or important people




•
 
the pantheon of the all-time greats.

















– origin

 late Middle English (referring especially to the circular temple built by Hadrian, Severus, and Caracalla in Rome): via Latin from Greek 
pantheion

 , from 
pan

 ‘all’ + 
theion

 ‘holy’ (from 
theos

 ‘god’).






panther

 
/ˈpanTHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leopard, especially a black one.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cougar.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pantere

 , from Latin 
panthera

 , from Greek 
panthēr

 . In Latin, 
pardus

 ‘leopard’ also existed; the two terms led to confusion: until the mid 19th cent. many taxonomists regarded the panther and the leopard as separate species.





panther cap






noun




a poisonous toadstool that has a brownish-gray cap with fluffy white spots and white gills, found in woodlands in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Amanita pantherina

 , family 
Amanitaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













panties

 
/ˈpan(t)ēz/






plural noun






‹informal›

 legless underpants worn by women and girls.













pantile

 
/ˈpanˌtīl/





I.
 
noun




a roof tile curved to form an S-shaped section, fitted to overlap its neighbor.








II.
 
derivatives





pantiled






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from pan
 1
 + tile
 , probably suggested by Dutch 
dakpan

 , literally ‘roof pan.’





panting

 
/ˈpan(t)iNG/





I.
 
adjective




breathing with short, quick breaths; out of breath




•
 
a panting dog.














II.
 
derivatives





pantingly

 
/ˈpan(t)iNGlē /






adverb





















Pantisocracy

 
/ˌpan(t)əˈsäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




a form of utopian social organization in which all are equal in social position and responsibility.








II.
 
derivatives





Pantisocratic

 
/-səˈkratik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from panto-
 ‘all’ + Greek 
isokratia

 ‘equality of power.’





panto

 
/ˈpanˌtō/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 short for pantomime
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).














panto-





I.
 
combining form




all; universal




•
 
pantograph




•
 
pantomime.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pas

 , 
pant-

 ‘all.’





Pantocrator

 
/panˈtäkrədər/





I.
 
noun




a title of Christ represented as the ruler of the universe, especially in Byzantine church decoration.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek, ‘ruler over all.’





pantograph

 
/ˈpan(t)əˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument for copying a drawing or plan on a different scale by a system of hinged and jointed rods.




2.
 
a jointed framework conveying a current to a train, streetcar, or other electric vehicle from overhead wires.








II.
 
derivatives





pantographic

 
/ˌpantəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from panto-
 ‘all, universal’ + Greek 
-graphos

 ‘writing.’





pantomime

 
/ˈpan(t)əˌmīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dramatic entertainment, originating in Roman mime, in which performers express meaning through gestures accompanied by music.




2.
 
an absurdly exaggerated piece of behavior




•
 
he made a pantomime of checking his watch.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a ridiculous or confused situation or event




•
 
the drive to town was a pantomime.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a theatrical entertainment, mainly for children, that involves music, topical jokes, and slapstick comedy and is based on a fairy tale or nursery story, usually produced around Christmas.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express or represent (something) by extravagant and exaggerated mime




•
 
the clown candidates pantomimed different emotions.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pantomimic

 
/ˌpan(t)əˈmimik /






adjective













2.
 
pantomimist

 
/ˈpan(t)əˌmīmist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (first used in the Latin form and denoting an actor using mime): from French 
pantomime

 or Latin 
pantomimus

 , from Greek 
pantomimos

 ‘imitator of all’ (see panto-
 , mime
 ).





Pantone

 
/ˈpantōn/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a system for matching colors, used in specifying printing inks




•
 
Pantone colors.



















pantothenic acid

 
/ˌpan(t)əˌTHenik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a vitamin of the B complex, found in rice, bran, and many other foods, and essential for the oxidation of fats and carbohydrates.








II.
 
derivatives





pantothenate

 
/panˈtäTHənāt /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: 
pantothenic

 from Greek 
pantothen

 ‘from every side’ (with allusion to its widespread occurrence.).





pantoum

 
/panˈto͞om /

 
pantun





I.
 
noun




a Malay verse form, imitated in French and English, consisting of quotations with an 
abab

 rhyme scheme linked by repeated lines.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Malay 
pantun

 .





pantry

 
/ˈpantrē/





I.
 
noun




a small room or closet in which food, dishes, and utensils are kept.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
panterie

 , from 
paneter

 ‘baker,’ based on late Latin 
panarius

 ‘bread seller,’ from Latin 
panis

 ‘bread.’





pantryman

 
/ˈpantrēmən/






noun




a butler or a butler's assistant.














pants

 
/pan(t)s/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 trousers




•
 
baggy corduroy pants




•
 (as 
modifier

 
pant

 )
 
his pant leg.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 underpants.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 rubbish; nonsense




•
 
he thought we were going to be absolute pants.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
catch someone with their pants down








‹informal›

 catch someone in an embarrassingly unprepared state.









2.
 
fly (or drive) by the seat of one's pants








‹informal›

 rely on instinct rather than logic or knowledge.









3.
 
scare (or bore, etc.) the pants off someone








‹informal›

 make someone extremely scared, bored, etc.









4.
 
wear the pants








‹informal›

 be the dominant partner in a relationship




•
 
there's no doubt who'll wear the pants in that house.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbr. of 
pantaloons

 (see pantaloon
 ).





pantsuit

 
/ˈpantˌso͞ot /

 
pants suit






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pair of pants and a matching jacket worn by women.













panty girdle

 
/ɡɜːrdl/






noun




a woman's elasticized undergarment combining girdle and panties.













pantyhose

 
/ˈpan(t)ēˌhōz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 women's thin nylon tights.













panty raid






noun






‹dated›

 a visit by a group of male students to a women's dormitory with the object of stealing panties.













pantywaist

 
/ˈpan(t)ēˌwāst /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a feeble or effeminate person.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
effeminate or feeble.











– origin

 1930s: extended use of the term's literal sense, ‘child's garment consisting of panties attached to a bodice.’





panzanella

 
/ˌpanzəˈnelə, ˌpansə-/





I.
 
noun




a type of Tuscan salad made with anchovies, chopped salad vegetables, and bread soaked in dressing.











– origin

 Italian, from 
pane

 ‘bread’ + 
zanella

 ‘small basket.’





panzer

 
/ˈpanzər/





I.
 
noun




a German armored vehicle, especially a tank used in World War II


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
panzer divisions.

















– origin

 from German 
Panzer

 , literally ‘coat of mail.’






pap1


 
/pap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 bland soft or semiliquid food such as that suitable for babies or invalids




•
 
trying to eat a trayful of tasteless pap.










2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 
‹derogatory›

 reading matter or entertainment that is worthless or lacking in substance




•
 
limitless channels serving up an undemanding diet of pap.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
pappe

 , probably based on Latin 
pappare

 ‘eat.’





pap2


 
/pap/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a woman's breast or nipple.











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin, from a base imitative of the sound of sucking.





pap3


 
/pap /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a paparazzo.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a photograph of (a celebrity) without permission




•
 
she can't go to the gym or anywhere without being papped.




















papa

 
/ˈpäpə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 one's father


[as 
name

 ]


•
 
Papa had taught her to ride a bicycle.










2.
 
a code word representing the letter P, used in radio communication.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, via late Latin from Greek 
papas

 .





papabile

 
/pəˈpäbəˌlā/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 worthy of being or eligible to be pope.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
papa

 ‘pope.’





papacy

 
/ˈpāpəsē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the papacy

 )


1.
 
the office or authority of the pope.




2.
 
the tenure of office of a pope




•
 
during the papacy of Pope John.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
papatia

 , from 
papa

 ‘pope.’





Papa Doc






see Duvalier
 .










Papago

 
/ˈpapəˌɡō, ˈpä-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southern Arizona and northern Sonora.




2.
 
a dialect of the Uto-Aztecan Pima-Papago language.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Papago or their language.











– origin

 via Spanish from an abbreviation of the Papago self-designation 
bābāwǐ’-o'o’dham

 .





papain

 
/pəˈpā(ə)n pəˈpē(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a protein-digesting enzyme obtained from unripe papaya fruit, used to tenderize meat and as a food supplement to aid digestion.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from papaya
 + -in
 1
 .





papal

 
/ˈpāpəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a pope or to the papacy.








II.
 
derivatives





papally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
papalis

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
papa

 ‘bishop (of Rome).’






papalist

 
/ˈpāpələst /

 

‹chiefly historical›







noun




a supporter of the papacy, especially an advocate of papal supremacy.













Papal States

 
/ˈpāpəl ˌstāts /

 

‹historical›







the temporal dominions belonging to the pope, especially in central Italy.









paparazzo

 
/ˌpäpəˈrätsō/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
paparazzi

 )


1.
 
a freelance photographer who pursues celebrities to get photographs of them.











– origin

 1960s: from Italian, from the name of a character in Fellini's film 
La Dolce Vita

 (1960).





papaveraceous

 
/pəˌpavəˈrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the poppy family (
Papaveraceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Papaveraceae

 (plural), based on Latin 
papaver

 ‘poppy,’ + -ous
 .





papaverine

 
/pəˈpav(ə)rēn pəˈpav(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound present in opium used medicinally to alleviate muscle spasms and asthma.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C20
 H21
 NO4
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
papaver

 ‘poppy’ + -ine
 4
 .






papaya

 
/pəˈpīə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical fruit shaped like an elongated melon, with edible orange flesh and small black seeds.

Also called papaw or pawpaw
 .




2.
 
(also 
papaya tree

 )
 — the fast-growing tree that bears the papaya, native to warm regions of America. It is widely cultivated for its fruit, both for eating and for papain production.

[
Carica papaya

 , family 
Caricaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese (see pawpaw
 ).





Papeete

 
/pəˈpētē, ˌpäpēˈātā/






the capital of French Polynesia, located on the northwestern coast of Tahiti; pop. 26,000 (est. 2009).









paper

 
/ˈpāpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
material manufactured in thin sheets from the pulp of wood or other fibrous substances, used for writing, drawing, or printing on, or as wrapping material




•
 
a sheet of paper




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a paper bag.










2.
 
a newspaper.




3.
 
wallpaper.




4.
 
(usu. 
papers

 )
 — a piece or sheet of paper with something written or drawn on it




•
 
he riffled through the papers on his desk.










5.
 
(
papers

 )
 — significant or important documents belonging to a person




•
 
the personal papers of major political figures.










6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something that is officially documented but has no real existence or little merit or use




•
 
a paper profit.










7.
 
a government report or policy document




•
 
a recently leaked cabinet paper.










8.
 
(
papers

 )
 — documents attesting identity; credentials




•
 
two men stopped us and asked us for our papers.










9.
 
short for commercial paper
 .




10.
 
short for cigarette paper
 .




11.
 
an essay or thesis, especially one read at an academic lecture or seminar or published in an academic journal.




12.
 


‹theatrical slang›

 free passes of admission to a theater or other entertainment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply wallpaper to (a wall or room)




•
 
the walls were papered in a Regency stripe.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
paper something over

 )
 — cover a hole or blemish with wallpaper.




3.
 
(
paper something over

 )
 — disguise an awkward problem instead of resolving it




•
 
the ill feeling between her and Jenny must have been papered over.










4.
 


‹theatrical slang›

 fill (a theater) by giving out free tickets.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be not worth the paper it is written on






be of no value or validity whatsoever despite having been written down.









2.
 
make the papers






be written about in newspapers and thus become famous or notorious.









3.
 
on paper





a.
 
in writing.




b.
 
in theory rather than in reality




•
 
the combatants were, on paper at least, evenly matched.


















IV.
 
derivatives





paperer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
papir

 , from Latin 
papyrus

 ‘paper-reed’ (see papyrus
 ). The verb dates from the late 16th cent.






paperback

 
/ˈpāpərˌbak/





I.
 
adjective




(of a book) bound in stiff paper or flexible cardboard.








II.
 
noun




a book bound in stiff paper or flexible cardboard.








III.
 
phrases





in paperback






in an edition bound in stiff paper or flexible cardboard




•
 
now available in paperback.























paper bag





I.
 
noun




a small bag made of paper.








II.
 
phrases





be unable to punch (or sing, act, etc.) one's way out of a paper bag








‹informal›

 be completely ineffectual or inept at the specified activity




•
 
he couldn't act his way out of a paper bag.
























paperbark

 
/ˈpāpərˌbärk/






noun



1.
 
a cajuput tree.




2.
 
used in names of other trees that have a peeling papery bark, e.g., 
paperbark maple

 , 
paperbark birch

 .














paper birch

 
paperbark birch






noun




a North American birch with peeling white bark.

[
Betula papyrifera

 , family 
Betulaceae

 .]













paperboard

 
/ˈpāpərˌbôrd/






noun




cardboard or pasteboard.













paperboy

 
/ˈpāpərˌboi/






noun




a boy who delivers newspapers to people's homes.













paper chain

 
/ˈpāpər CHān/






noun




a chain made of colored paper links and used for decorating a room, especially at Christmas.













paper chase






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the action of processing forms and other paperwork, especially when considered excessive.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the attempt to gain academic qualifications, especially a law degree.













paper clip

 
/ˈpāpər klip/






noun




a piece of bent wire or plastic used for holding several sheets of paper together.













paper cup

 
/ˈpāpər kəp/






noun




a disposable cup made of thin cardboard.













paper doll






noun




a piece of paper cut or folded into the shape of a human figure.













papergirl

 
/ˈpāpərˌɡərl/






noun




a girl who delivers newspapers to people's homes.













paperhanger

 
/ˈpāpərˌhaNGər/






noun




a person who decorates with wallpaper, especially professionally.













paper knife






noun




a blunt knife used for cutting paper, such as when opening envelopes or slitting the uncut pages of books.













paperless

 
/ˈpāpərˌləs/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving the storage or communication of information in electronic form, rather than on paper




•
 
several of the utilities companies have switched to paperless billing.










2.
 
(of a person) lacking official documentation or evidence of identity




•
 
the federal government aims to identify paperless refugees using spot checks.



















papermaking

 
/ˈpāpərˌmākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the manufacture of paper.








II.
 
derivatives





papermaker

 
/ˈpāpərˌmākər /






noun





















paper mill

 
/ˈpāpər ˌmil/






noun




a mill in which paper is made.













paper money

 
/ˈpāpər ˈmənē/






noun




money in the form of banknotes.














paper mulberry






noun




a small tree of the mulberry family, the inner bark of which is used for making paper and tapa cloth, occurring from eastern Asia to Polynesia.

[
Broussonetia papyrifera

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]














paper nautilus






noun




another term for argonaut
 .













paper plate






noun




a disposable plate made of cardboard.













paper-pusher

 
/ˈpāpər ˈpo͝oSHər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a bureaucrat or menial clerical worker.








II.
 
derivatives





paper-pushing






noun, adjective





















paper route

 


‹Brit.›

 paper round






noun




a job of regularly delivering newspapers.













paper tape

 
/ˈpāpər ˌtāp/






noun



1.
 
paper in the form of a long narrow strip.




2.
 
paper in the form of a long narrow strip with holes punched in it, used in older computer systems for conveying data or instructions.













paper-thin

 
/ˈpāpər THin/






adjective




extremely thin or insubstantial




•
 
paper-thin pancakes




•
 
her sophistication was paper-thin.



















paper tiger

 
/ˈpāpər ˈtīɡər/






noun




a person or thing that appears threatening but is ineffectual.













paper trail






noun




a series of documents providing written evidence of a sequence of events or the activities of a person or organization




•
 
it is very important to have a paper trail in the event of a dispute




•
 
the paper trail led the FBI to him in just six days.



















paper-train






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
train a dog to defecate and urinate on paper placed on the floor, rather than directly on the floor.













paper wasp






noun




a social wasp that forms a small, umbrella-shaped nest made from wood pulp.

[Genus 
Polistes

 , family 
Vespidae

 .]













paperweight

 
/ˈpāpərˌwāt/






noun




a small, heavy object for keeping loose papers in place.













paperwork

 
/ˈpāpərˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
routine work involving written documents such as forms, records, or letters




•
 
I need to catch up on some paperwork.










2.
 
written documents such as forms, records, or letters.













papery

 
/ˈpāpərē/






adjective




thin and dry like paper.













Papiamentu

 
/ˌpäpyəˈmento͞o /

 
Papiamento





I.
 
noun




a Spanish Creole language with admixtures of Portuguese and Dutch, spoken on the Caribbean islands of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curaçao.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Papiamento

 .





papier collé

 
/päpˌyā kōˈlā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the technique of using paper for collage.




2.
 
a collage made from paper.











– origin

 French, literally ‘glued paper.’





papier mâché

 
/ˌpāpər məˈSHā/





I.
 
noun




a malleable mixture of paper and glue, or paper, flour, and water, that becomes hard when dry




•
 
George was constructing a crocodile out of papier-mâché.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘chewed paper.’






papilionaceous

 
/pəˌpilēəˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting leguminous plants of a group (subfamily 
Papilionoideae

 or family 
Papilionaceae

 ) with flowers that resemble a butterfly.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
Papilionaceae

 (plural), based on Latin 
papilio

 ‘butterfly,’ + -ous
 .






papilla

 
/pəˈpilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small rounded protuberance on a part or organ of the body.




2.
 
a small fleshy projection on a plant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
papillary

 
/ˈpapəˌlerē /






adjective













2.
 
papillate

 
/ˈpapəˌlāt pəˈpilət /






adjective













3.
 
papillose

 
/ˈpäpəˌlōs ˈpäpəˌlōz /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘nipple,’ diminutive of 
papula

 ‘small protuberance.’





papilloma

 
/ˌpapəˈlōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small wartlike growth on the skin or on a mucous membrane, derived from the epidermis and usually benign.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from papilla
 + -oma
 .





papillomavirus

 
/ˌpapəˈlōməˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of DNA viruses that cause the formation of papillomas or warts.













papillon

 
/ˌpäpēˈyôn/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a toy breed with ears suggesting the form of a butterfly.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘butterfly,’ from Latin 
papilio(n-)

 .





papist

 
/ˈpāpist /

 

‹chiefly derogatory›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Roman Catholic.




2.
 
another term for papalist
 .








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or associated with the Roman Catholic Church.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
papism

 
/ˈpāˌpizəm /






noun













2.
 
papistical

 
/pəˈpistək(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















3.
 
papistry

 
/ˈpāpistrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
papiste

 or modern Latin 
papista

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
papa

 ‘bishop (of Rome).’





papoose

 
/paˈpo͞os pəˈpo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of bag used to carry a child on one's back.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a young North American Indian child.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Narragansett 
papoos

 .





Papp, Joseph

 
/pap/






(1921–91), US producer and director; born 
Joseph Papirofsky

 . He managed Hollywood's Actors Laboratory 1948–1950 and then founded the Shakespearean Theatre Workshop in 1954 that became the New York Shakespeare Festival. in 1960. He also founded the off-Broadway Public Theater in 1967 and directed the theaters at Lincoln Center from 1973 until 1978.









pappadam

 
/ˈpäpədəm/





I.
 
noun




a thin East Indian bread made with lentil flour.











– origin

 from Tamil.





pappardelle

 
/ˌpapärˈdelā/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of broad flat ribbons, usually served with a meat sauce.











– origin

 Italian, from 
pappare

 ‘eat hungrily.’





pappus

 
/ˈpapəs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the tuft of hairs on each seed of thistles, dandelions, and similar plants that assists dispersal by the wind.








II.
 
derivatives





pappose

 
/ˈpaˌpōs ˈpaˌpōz /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
pappos

 .





Pappus

 
/ˈpapəs/






(
fl.

 
c.

 
AD

 300–350), Greek mathematician; known as 
Pappus of Alexandria

 . His 
Collection

 of six books (another two are missing) is the principal source of knowledge of the mathematics of his predecessors.









pappy1


 
/ˈpapē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
name

 ]


1.
 
a child's word for father




•
 
Pappy was always busy.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from papa
 + -y
 2
 .





pappy2


 
/ˈpapē/






adjective




of the nature of pap; soft and bland.













paprika

 
/pəˈprēkə paˈprēkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powdered spice with a deep orange-red color and a mildly pungent flavor, made from the dried and ground fruits of certain varieties of pepper.




2.
 
a deep orange-red color like that of paprika.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hungarian.





Pap test

 
/ˈpap ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test to detect cancer of the cervix or uterus, using a specimen of cellular material from the neck of the uterus spread on a microscope slide (
Pap smear

 ).











– origin

 1960s: named after George N. 
Papanicolaou

 (1883–1962), Greek-born American scientist.





Papua

 
/ˈpäpo͝oə, ˈpapyo͝oə/





I.
 
a province of Indonesia comprising most of the western part of the island of New Guinea, with some offshore islands; capital, Jayapura.

Formerly called Irian Jaya
 , West Irian
 .




II.
 
a name for the island of New Guinea.

See also Papua New Guinea
 .







– origin

 named by a Portuguese navigator who visited it 1526–27, from a Malay word meaning ‘woolly-haired.’





Papuan

 
/ˈpäpo͝oən ˈpapyo͝oən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Papua, or of Papua New Guinea.




2.
 
a heterogeneous group of around 750 languages spoken in Papua New Guinea and neighboring islands.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Papua or its people or their languages.














Papua New Guinea

 
/ˌpapo͞oə no͞o ˈɡinē/







1.
 
a country in the western Pacific Ocean that includes the eastern half of the island of New Guinea as well as some neighboring islands; pop. 5,940,800 (est. 2009); capital, Port Moresby; languages, English (official), Tok Pisin, and several hundred native Austronesian and Papuan languages.





Papua New Guinea was formed in 1949 from the administrative union of Papua, an Australian Territory since 1906, and the Trust Territory of New Guinea (Northeast New Guinea), which was formerly under German control and an Australian trusteeship since 1921. In 1975, it became an independent state within the Commonwealth of Nations.









Papua New Guinean

 
/ˌpapo͝oə ˌn(y)o͞o ˈɡinēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Papua New Guinea or its people




•
 
the Papua New Guinean flag.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Papua New Guinea




•
 
Papua New Guineans possess a conservation ethic.



















papule

 
/ˈpapyo͞ol /

 
papula





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small, raised, solid pimple or swelling, often forming part of a rash on the skin and typically inflamed but not producing pus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
papular

 
/ˈpapyələr /






adjective













2.
 
papulose

 
/-yəlōs, -lōz /






adjective













3.
 
papulous

 
/-yələs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
papula

 .





papyrology

 
/ˌpapəˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of study that deals with ancient papyri.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
papyrological

 
/pəˌpīrəˈläjikəl, -pi(ə)rə- /






adjective













2.
 
papyrologist

 
/ˌpapəˈräləjəst /






noun






















papyrus

 
/pəˈpīrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a material prepared in ancient Egypt from the pithy stem of a water plant, used in sheets throughout the ancient Mediterranean world for writing or painting on and also for making rope, sandals, and boats.




2.
 
a document written on papyrus.




3.
 
the tall aquatic sedge from which papyrus is obtained, native to central Africa and the Nile valley.

[
Cyperus papyrus

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
papuros

 . Sense 1 dates from the early 18th cent.





par1


 
/pär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Golf]

 the number of strokes a first-class player should normally require for a particular hole or course




•
 
the sixteenth is a par five




•
 
he had advanced from his overnight position of three 
under par

 .










2.
 
a par score at a hole




•
 
a card that showed 16 pars, one eagle, and one birdie.










3.
 


[Stock Market]

 the face value of a stock or other security, as distinct from its market value.




4.
 
(also 
par of exchange

 )
 — the recognized value of one country's currency in terms of another's.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Golf]

 play (a hole) in par.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
above (or below or under) par






better (or worse) than is usual or expected




•
 
poor nutrition can leave you feeling below par.















2.
 
on a par with






equal in importance or quality to; on an equal level with




•
 
this home cooking is on a par with the best in the world.















3.
 
par for the course






what is normal or expected in any given circumstances




•
 
given the high standards of the food, the prices seem par for the course.















4.
 
up to par






at an expected or usual level or quality.















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘equality of value or standing’): from Latin, ‘equal,’ also ‘equality.’ The golf term dates from the late 19th cent.





par2


 
/per/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a paragraph.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





par.

 
para.






abbreviation




paragraph.













par-






combining form




variant spelling of para-
 1
 shortened before a vowel or 
h

 (as in 
paraldehyde

 , 
parody

 , 
parhelion

 ).













para1


 
/ˈperə /

 

‹informal›







noun



1.
 
a paratrooper.




2.
 
a paragraph.













para2


 
/ˈpärə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Serbia, equal to one hundredth of a dinar.











– origin

 Turkish, from Persian 
pāra

 ‘piece, portion.’






para-1


 
par-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
beside; adjacent to




•
 
parameter




•
 
parataxis




•
 
parathyroid.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting a disordered function or faculty




•
 
paresthesia.










3.
 
distinct from, but analogous to




•
 
paramilitary




•
 
paraphrase




•
 
paratyphoid.










4.
 
beyond




•
 
paradox




•
 
paranormal




•
 
parapsychology.










5.
 
subsidiary; assisting




•
 
paramedic




•
 
paraprofessional.










6.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting substitution at diametrically opposite carbon atoms in a benzene ring, e.g., in 1, 4 positions




•
 
paradichlorobenzene.







Compare with meta-
 and ortho-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
para

 ‘beside’; in combinations often meaning ‘amiss, irregular’ and denoting alteration or modification.






para-2






I.
 
combining form




denoting something that protects or wards off




•
 
parachute




•
 
parasol.

















– origin

 from French, from the Italian imperative singular of 
parare

 ‘defend, shield’ (originally meaning ‘prepare,’ from Latin 
parare

 ).





para-aminobenzoic acid

 
/ˌparə əˌmēnōˌbenˌzōik ˈasid /

 
PABA






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline acid that is widely distributed in plant and animal tissue. It has been used to treat rickettsial infections and is widely used in suntan lotions and sunscreens to absorb ultraviolet light.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 C6
 H4
 COOH.]













Parabellum

 
/ˌparəˈbeləm/





I.
 
noun




a make of automatic pistol or machine gun.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
para bellum

 , from 
para!

 ‘prepare!’ (imperative of 
parare

 ) + 
bellum

 ‘war.’





paraben

 
/ˈparəben/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of compounds used as preservatives in pharmaceutical and cosmetic products and in the food industry.











– origin

 1950s: from para-
 1
 + (
hydroxy)ben(zoic

 ).





parabiosis

 
/ˌperəbīˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the anatomical joining of two individuals, especially artificially in physiological research.








II.
 
derivatives





parabiotic

 
/-ˈätik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from para-
 1
 ‘beside, distinct from’ + Greek 
biōsis

 ‘mode of life’ (from 
bios

 ‘life’).






parable

 
/ˈperəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parabole

 , from an ecclesiastical Latin sense ‘discourse, allegory’ of Latin 
parabola

 ‘comparison,’ from Greek 
parabolē

 (see parabola
 ).






parabola

 
/pəˈrabələ/





I.
 
noun




a symmetrical open plane curve formed by the intersection of a cone with a plane parallel to its side. The path of a projectile under the influence of gravity ideally follows a curve of this shape.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
parabolē

 ‘placing side by side, application,’ from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
bolē

 ‘a throw’ (from the verb 
ballein

 ).





parabolic

 
/ˌperəˈbälik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a parabola or part of one.




2.
 
of or expressed in parables




•
 
parabolic teaching.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parabolical






adjective













2.
 
parabolically

 
/ˌperəˈbälək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
parabolikos

 , from 
parabolē

 ‘application’ (see parabola
 ).





paraboloid

 
/pəˈrabəˌloid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
paraboloid of revolution

 )
 — a solid generated by the rotation of a parabola around its axis of symmetry.




2.
 
a solid having two or more nonparallel parabolic cross sections.








II.
 
derivatives





paraboloidal

 
/pəˌrabəˈloidl /






adjective






















Paracel Islands

 
/ˈperəsel ˌīləndz/






a group of about 130 small, barren coral islands and reefs in the South China Sea, southeast of Hainan.

Chinese name Xisha Islands
 .









paracellular

 
/ˌparəˈselyələr/






adjective






[Biology]

 passing or situated beside or between cells.













Paracelsus

 
/ˌparəˈselsəs/






(
c.

 1493–1541), Swiss physician: born 
Theophrastus Phillipus Aureolus Bombastus von Hohenheim

 . He developed a new approach to medicine and philosophy based on observation and experience.









paracentesis

 
/ˌperəsenˈtēsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the perforation of a cavity of the body or of a cyst or similar outgrowth, especially with a hollow needle to remove fluid or gas.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
parakentēsis

 , from 
parakentein

 ‘pierce at the side.’





paracentric inversion

 
/ˌperəsentrik inˈvərZH(ə)n/






noun






[Genetics]

 a reversal of the normal order of genes in a chromosome segment involving only the part of a chromosome at one side of the centromere.













paracetamol

 
/ˌperəˈsēdəˌmäl ˌperəˈsedəˌmôl/






noun




British term for acetaminophen
 .













parachronism

 
/pəˈrakrəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




an error in chronology, especially by assigning too late a date.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from para-
 1
 ‘beyond’ + Greek 
khronos

 ‘time’ + -ism
 , perhaps suggested by anachronism
 .






parachute

 
/ˈperəˌSHo͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a cloth canopy that fills with air and allows a person or heavy object attached to it to descend slowly when dropped from an aircraft, or that is released from the rear of an aircraft on landing to act as a brake.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
drop or cause to drop from an aircraft by parachute


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
airborne units 
parachuted in

 to secure the airport




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
an air operation to 
parachute

 relief supplies 
into

 Bosnia.










2.
 
appoint or be appointed in an emergency or from outside the existing hierarchy




•
 
an old crony of the CEO was controversially 
parachuted into

 the job.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
para-

 ‘protection against’ + 
chute

 ‘fall.’





parachute flare






noun




a pyrotechnic signal flare that is carried up into the air by a rocket and floats suspended from a small parachute.













parachutist

 
/ˈperəˌSHo͞odəst/






noun




a person who uses a parachute.













Paraclete

 
/ˈperəˌklēt/





I.
 
noun




(in Christian theology) the Holy Spirit as advocate or counselor (John 14:16, 26).











– origin

 via late Latin from Greek 
paraklētos

 ‘called in aid,’ from 
para-

 ‘alongside’ + 
klētos

 (from 
kalein

 ‘to call’).





paracrine

 
/ˈperəkrən/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a hormone that has effect only in the vicinity of the gland secreting it.











– origin

 1970s: from para-
 1
 ‘beside’ + a shortened form of endocrine
 or exocrine
 .





paracrystal

 
/ˈperəˌkrist(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a piece of a substance that is not a true crystal but has some degree of order in its structure.








II.
 
derivatives





paracrystalline

 
/ˌparəˈkristəlin /






adjective





















parade

 
/pəˈrād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public procession, especially one celebrating a special day or event and including marching bands and floats.




2.
 
a formal march or gathering of troops for inspection or display.




3.
 
a series of people or things appearing or being displayed one after the other




•
 
the parade of Hollywood celebrities who troop onto his show.










4.
 
a parade ground.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 a public square or promenade.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a row of stores




•
 
a shopping parade.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
walk or march in public in a formal procession or in an ostentatious or attention-seeking way


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
officers will parade through the town center




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
carefree young men were parading the streets.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — display (someone or something) while marching or moving around a place




•
 
guards dragged him from his home and paraded him through the streets.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — display (something) publicly in order to impress or attract attention




•
 
he paraded his knowledge.










4.
 
(
parade as

 )
 — appear falsely as; masquerade as




•
 
these untruths parading as history.










5.
 
(of troops) assemble for a formal inspection or ceremonial occasion




•
 
the recruits were due to parade that day.














III.
 
phrases





on parade





a.
 
taking part in a parade.




b.
 
on public display




•
 
politicians are always on parade.


















IV.
 
derivatives





parader






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘a showing,’ from Spanish 
parada

 and Italian 
parata

 , based on Latin 
parare

 ‘prepare, furnish.’





parade ground

 
/pəˈrād ˌɡround/






noun




a place where troops gather for parade.













paradiddle

 
/ˈparəˌdidl/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 one of the basic patterns (rudiments) of drumming, consisting of four even strokes played in the order left-right-left-left or right-left-right-right.











– origin

 1920s: imitative.






paradigm

 
/ˈperəˌdīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a typical example or pattern of something; a model




•
 
there is a new paradigm for public art in this country.










2.
 
a worldview underlying the theories and methodology of a particular scientific subject




•
 
the discovery of universal gravitation became the paradigm of successful science.










3.
 
a set of linguistic items that form mutually exclusive choices in particular syntactic roles




•
 
English determiners form a paradigm: we can say “a book” or “his book” but not “a his book.”







Often contrasted with syntagm
 .




4.
 
(in the traditional grammar of Latin, Greek, and other inflected languages) a table of all the inflected forms of a particular verb, noun, or adjective, serving as a model for other words of the same conjugation or declension.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
paradeigma

 , from 
paradeiknunai

 ‘show side by side,’ from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
deiknunai

 ‘to show.’






paradigmatic

 
/ˌperədiɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of a paradigm or model




•
 
they offer this database as a paradigmatic example.










2.
 
of or denoting the relationship between a set of linguistic items that form mutually exclusive choices in particular syntactic roles.

Contrasted with syntagmatic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





paradigmatically

 
/ˌperəˌdiɡˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















paradigm shift





I.
 
noun




a fundamental change in approach or underlying assumptions.











– origin

 1970s: term used in the writings of Thomas S. Kuhn (1922–96), philosopher of science.





paradisal

 
/ˌperəˈdīzəl ˌparəˈdīsəl/






adjective




(of a place or state) ideal or idyllic; heavenly




•
 
she told me tales of her paradisal childhood.



















paradise

 
/ˈperəˌdīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in some religions) heaven as the ultimate abode of the just.




2.
 
(
Paradise

 )
 — the abode of Adam and Eve before the Fall in the biblical account of the Creation; the Garden of Eden.




3.
 
an ideal or idyllic place or state




•
 
the surrounding countryside is a walker's paradise




•
 
my idea of paradise is to relax on the seafront.














II.
 
derivatives





paradisiacal

 
/ˌparədiˈsīəkəl /

 
paradisaical
 , paradisical






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paradis

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
paradeisos

 ‘royal (enclosed) park,’ from Avestan 
pairidaēza

 ‘enclosure, park.’





Paradise

 
/ˈperədīs/






a community in southeastern Nevada, south of Las Vegas; pop. 186,070 (2000).









paradise fish






noun




a small colorful labyrinth fish that is native to Southeast Asia and popular in aquariums.

[Genus 
Macropodus

 , family 
Belontiidae

 : several species, including 
M. opercularis

 .]













Paradise of the Pacific






a nickname for the state of Hawaii
 .









parador

 
/ˈperəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a hotel in Spain owned and administered by the Spanish government.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘stopping place.’





parados

 
/ˈperəˌdäs/





I.
 
noun




an elevation of earth behind a fortified place as a protection against attack from the rear, especially a mound along the back of a trench.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
para-

 ‘protection against’ + 
dos

 ‘back’ (from Latin 
dorsum

 ).





paradox

 
/ˈperəˌdäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or proposition that, despite sound (or apparently sound) reasoning from acceptable premises, leads to a conclusion that seems senseless, logically unacceptable, or self-contradictory




•
 
a potentially serious conflict between quantum mechanics and the general theory of relativity known as the information paradox.










2.
 
a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory statement or proposition that when investigated or explained may prove to be well founded or true




•
 
in a paradox, he has discovered that stepping back from his job has increased the rewards he gleans from it.










3.
 
a situation, person, or thing that combines contradictory features or qualities




•
 
the mingling of deciduous trees with elements of desert flora forms a fascinating ecological paradox.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a statement contrary to accepted opinion): via late Latin from Greek 
paradoxon

 ‘contrary (opinion),’ neuter adjective used as a noun, from 
para-

 ‘distinct from’ + 
doxa

 ‘opinion.’





paradoxical

 
/ˌperəˈdäksək(ə)l/






adjective




seemingly absurd or self-contradictory




•
 
by glorifying the acts of violence they achieve the paradoxical effect of making them trivial.



















paradoxically

 
/ˌperəˈdäksik(ə)lē/






adverb




in a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory way


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
the strength of capitalism is, paradoxically, also its weakness.



















paradrop

 
/ˈperəˌdräp/





I.
 
noun




a descent or delivery by parachute.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drop (someone or something) by parachute.








III.
 
derivatives





paradropper






noun





















paraffin

 
/ˈperəfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flammable, whitish, translucent, waxy solid consisting of a mixture of saturated hydrocarbons, obtained by distillation from petroleum or shale and used in candles, cosmetics, polishes, and sealing and waterproofing compounds.




2.
 
(also 
paraffin oil

 or 
liquid paraffin

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a colorless, flammable, oily liquid similarly obtained and used as fuel, especially kerosene.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 old-fashioned term for alkane
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from Latin 
parum

 ‘little’ + 
affinis

 ‘related’ (from its low reactivity).





paragenesis

 
/ˌperəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a set of minerals that were formed together, especially in a rock, or with a specified mineral.








II.
 
derivatives





paragenetic

 
/-jəˈnetik /






adjective





















paragliding

 
/ˈperəˌɡlīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




a sport in which a wide canopy resembling a parachute is attached to a person's body by a harness in order to allow them to glide through the air after jumping from or being lifted to a height.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paraglide

 
/ˈperəˌɡlīd /






verb













2.
 
paraglider

 
/ˈperəˌɡlīdər /






noun





















paragon

 
/ˈperəˌɡän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing regarded as a perfect example of a particular quality




•
 
it would have taken 
a paragon of

 virtue not to feel viciously jealous.










2.
 
a person or thing viewed as a model of excellence




•
 
your cook is a paragon.










3.
 
a perfect diamond of 100 carats or more.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete French, from Italian 
paragone

 ‘touchstone used to discriminate good (gold) from bad,’ from medieval Greek 
parakonē

 ‘whetstone.’





Paragould

 
/ˈperəˌɡo͞old/






a city in the northeastern corner of Arkansas, northeast of Jonesboro; pop. 24,800 (est. 2008).










paragraph

 
/ˈperəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a distinct section of a piece of writing, usually dealing with a single theme and indicated by a new line, indentation, or numbering.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (a piece of writing) in paragraphs.








III.
 
derivatives





paragraphic

 
/ˌparəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
paragraphe

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
paragraphos

 ‘short stroke marking a break in sense,’ from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
graphein

 ‘write.’





paragraph mark

 
paragraph symbol






noun




a symbol (usually ¶) used in printed text to mark a new paragraph or as a reference mark.













Paraguay

 
/ˈperəˌɡwī/







1.
 
a landlocked country in central South America; pop. 6,995,700 (est. 2009); capital, Asunción; languages, Spanish (official) and Guarani.





The territory was occupied by seminomadic Guarani peoples before Spanish rule was established in the 16th century. Paraguay achieved independence in 1811. It lost more than half of its population in war, against Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay 1865–70, but gained land in the Chaco War with Bolivia 1932–35. The country was ruled by military dictator Alfredo Stroessner (1912–2006) from 1954 until 1989.









Paraguayan

 
/ˌperəˈɡwīən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Paraguay or its people




•
 
the great Paraguayan novelist.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Paraguay




•
 
the film had a cast mainly of Paraguayans.



















Paraguay River






a river that flows for 1,584 miles (2,549 km) from the Mato Grosso in western Brazil into Paraguay and into the Paraná River. It is navigable by larger vessels as far as Concepción.









parainfluenza

 
/ˌperəˌinfləˈwenzə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease caused by any of a group of viruses that resemble the influenza viruses.














parakeet

 
/ˈperəˌkēt/





I.
 
noun




a small parrot with predominantly green plumage and a long tail.

[Family 
Psittacidae

 : five genera, e.g., 
Psittacula

 of Asia and Africa and 
Cyanoramphus

 of Australasia, and many species.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
paroquet

 , Italian 
parrocchetto

 , and Spanish 
periquito

 ; origin uncertain, perhaps (via Italian) based on a diminutive meaning ‘little wig,’ referring to head plumage, or (via Spanish) based on a diminutive of the given name 
Pedro

 .





paralanguage

 
/ˈparəˌlaNGɡwij/






noun




the nonlexical component of communication by speech, for example intonation, pitch and speed of speaking, hesitation noises, gesture, and facial expression.













paraldehyde

 
/pəˈraldəˌhīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid made by treating acetaldehyde with acid, used medicinally as a sedative, hypnotic, and anticonvulsant.

[A cyclic trimer of acetaldehyde; chem. formula: (CH3
 CHO)3
 .]













paralegal

 
/ˌperəˈlēɡ(ə)l /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a person trained in subsidiary legal matters but not fully qualified as a lawyer.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to auxiliary aspects of the law.













paralinguistic

 
/ˌperəliNGˈɡwistik/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting paralanguage or the nonlexical elements of communication by speech.














paralipomena

 
/ˌparəlīˈpämənə, -li- /

 
paraleipomena





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 things omitted from a work and added as a supplement.




2.
 
(usu. 
Paralipomenon

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 (in the Vulgate Bible and some other versions) the name of the books of Chronicles, regarded as supplementary to the books of Kings.











– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
paraleipomena

 , from 
paraleipein

 ‘omit,’ from 
para-

 ‘to one side’ + 
leipein

 ‘to leave.’





paralipsis

 
/ˌparəˈlipsis/





I.
 
noun






[Rhetoric]

 the device of giving emphasis by professing to say little or nothing about a subject, as in 
not to mention their unpaid debts of several million

 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
paraleipsis

 ‘passing over,’ from 
paraleipein

 ‘omit,’ from 
para-

 ‘aside’ + 
leipein

 ‘to leave.’






parallax

 
/ˈperəˌlaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the effect whereby the position or direction of an object appears to differ when viewed from different positions, e.g., through the viewfinder and the lens of a camera.




2.
 
the angular amount of parallax in a particular case, especially that of a star viewed from different points in the earth's orbit.








II.
 
derivatives





parallactic

 
/ˌperəˈlaktik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also in the general sense ‘fact of seeing wrongly’): from French 
parallaxe

 , from Greek 
parallaxis

 ‘a change,’ from 
parallassein

 ‘to alternate,’ based on 
allassein

 ‘to exchange’ (from 
allos

 ‘other’).






parallel

 
/ˈperəˌlel/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of lines, planes, surfaces, or objects) side by side and having the same distance continuously between them




•
 
parallel lines never meet




•
 
the road 
runs parallel to

 the Ottawa River.










2.
 
occurring or existing at the same time or in a similar way; corresponding




•
 
a parallel universe




•
 
they shared an apartment in Dallas while establishing parallel careers.










3.
 


[Computing]

 involving the simultaneous performance of operations.




4.
 
of or denoting electrical components or circuits connected to common points at each end, rather than one to another in sequence.

The opposite of series
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that is similar or analogous to another




•
 
a challenge that has 
no parallel

 in peacetime this century.










2.
 
a similarity or comparison




•
 
he points to a 
parallel between

 biological evolution and cognitive development




•
 
he draws a 
parallel between

 personal destiny and social forces.










3.
 
(also 
parallel of latitude

 )
 — each of the imaginary parallel circles of constant latitude on the earth's surface.




4.
 


[Printing]

 two parallel lines (‖) as a reference mark.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something extending in a line) be side by side with (something extending in a line), always keeping the same distance




•
 
a big concrete gutter that paralleled the road.










2.
 
be similar or corresponding to (something)




•
 
the lawlessness throughout officialdom was paralleled by an increase in lawlessness on the streets.














IV.
 
phrases





in parallel





a.
 
occurring at the same time and having some connection.




b.
 
(of electrical components or circuits) connected to common points at each end; not in series.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
parallèle

 , via Latin from Greek 
parallēlos

 , from 
para-

 ‘alongside’ + 
allēlos

 ‘one another.’





parallel bars

 
/ˈperəˌlel bärz/






plural noun




a pair of parallel rails mounted on posts, used in gymnastics.














parallel cousins






plural noun




first cousins who are children of two brothers, or of two sisters.

Compare with cross cousins
 .














parallel distributed processing

 
PDP






noun




another term for connectionism
 .













parallelepiped

 
/ˌparəˌleləˈpīpid/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 a solid body of which each face is a parallelogram.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
parallēlepipedon

 , from 
parallēlos

 ‘beside another’ + 
epipedon

 ‘plane surface.’





parallelism

 
/ˈperəlelˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being parallel or of corresponding in some way.




2.
 
the use of successive verbal constructions in poetry or prose that correspond in grammatical structure, sound, meter, meaning, etc.




3.
 
the use of parallel processing in computer systems.








II.
 
derivatives





parallelistic

 
/ˌparəlelˈistik /






adjective





















parallelize

 
/ˈparələlˌīz, -lelˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 adapt (a program) for running on a parallel processing system.








II.
 
derivatives





parallelization

 
/ˌparəˌleləˈzāSHən /






noun





















parallelogram

 
/ˌperəˈleləˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a four-sided plane rectilinear figure with opposite sides parallel.








II.
 
phrases





parallelogram of forces






a parallelogram illustrating the theorem that if two forces acting at a point are represented in magnitude and direction by two sides of a parallelogram meeting at that point, their resultant is represented by the diagonal drawn from that point.















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
parallélogramme

 , via late Latin from Greek 
parallēlogrammon

 , from 
parallēlos

 ‘alongside another’ + 
grammē

 ‘line.’





parallel parking





I.
 
noun




the parking of a vehicle or vehicles parallel to the roadside.








II.
 
derivatives





parallel park






verb






















parallel port






noun






[Computing]

 a connector for a device that sends or receives several bits of data simultaneously by using more than one wire.

Compare with serial port
 .













parallel processing

 
/ˈperəˌlel ˈpräˌsesiNG/






noun




a mode of computer operation in which a process is split into parts that execute simultaneously on different processors attached to the same computer.













parallel ruler






noun




an instrument for drawing parallel lines, consisting of two or more rulers connected by jointed crosspieces so as to be always parallel, at whatever distance they are set.













parallel turn

 
/ˈperəˌlel tərn/






noun






[Skiing]

 a turn with the skis kept parallel to each other.













parallel universe

 
parallel world






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 (in quantum mechanics) a universe theorized as existing alongside our own, although undetectable




•
 
the concept of parallel universes is not widely accepted in physics, but is gaining ground.










2.
 
(especially in fantasy or science fiction) a world conceived of as coexisting with and having certain similiarities to the known world but different from it in some fundamental way




•
 
they are whisked out of World War II London into the spectacular parallel universe known as Narnia




•
 
a trilogy of fantasy novels taking place across many parallel worlds




•
 


‹figurative›

 the senator accused her of 
living in a parallel universe

 .



















paralogical

 
/ˌparəˈläjikəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a form of reasoning that does not conform to the rules of logic.








II.
 
derivatives





paralogically






adverb





















paralogism

 
/pəˈraləˌjizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Logic]

 a piece of illogical or fallacious reasoning, especially one that appears superficially logical or that the reasoner believes to be logical.








II.
 
derivatives





paralogist






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
paralogisme

 , via late Latin from Greek 
paralogismos

 , from 
paralogizesthai

 ‘reason falsely.’





paralogous

 
/pəˈraləɡəs/






adjective






[Genetics]

 of or relating to genes that are descended from the same ancestral gene by gene duplication in the course of evolution, especially when present in different species that have diverged after the duplication.













paralogy

 
/pəˈraləjē/






noun



1.
 


[Genetics]

 the state of being paralogous.




2.
 
paralogical reasoning.













Paralympian

 
/ˌperəˈlimpēən/






noun




a competitor in the Paralympic Games.













Paralympic

 
/ˌperəˈlimpik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the Paralympic Games




•
 
on Tuesday more than 200 Paralympic athletes from 50 nations will battle it out in track and field events.

















– origin

 1950s: blend of 
paraplegic

 (see paraplegia
 ) and Olympic
 .





Paralympic Games

 
/perəˈlimpik ˌɡāmz /

 
the Paralympics






an international sports festival for athletes with disabilities, now held every four years in conjunction with the Olympic Games.










paralysis

 
/pəˈraləsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the loss of the ability to move (and sometimes to feel anything) in part or most of the body, typically as a result of illness, poison, or injury.




2.
 
inability to act or function in a person, organization, or place




•
 
the paralysis gripping the country.

















– origin

 late Old English, via Latin from Greek 
paralusis

 , from 
paraluesthai

 ‘be disabled at the side,’ from 
para

 ‘beside’ + 
luein

 ‘loosen.’





paralysis agitans

 
/pəˈraləsis ˈajəˌtanz/





I.
 
noun




less common term for Parkinson's disease
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘shaking paralysis.’





paralytic

 
/ˌperəˈlidik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to paralysis




•
 
the incidence of paralytic disease.














II.
 
noun




a person affected by paralysis.








III.
 
derivatives





paralytically






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
paralytique

 , via Latin from Greek 
paralutikos

 ‘relating to paralysis’ (see paralysis
 ).





paralyze

 
/ˈperəˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 paralyse





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a person or part of the body) to become partly or wholly incapable of movement




•
 
Mrs. Burrows had been paralyzed by a stroke.










2.
 
render (someone) unable to think or act normally, especially through panic or fear




•
 
some people are paralyzed by the thought of failure




•
 (as 
adj.

 
paralyzing

 )
 
her paralyzing shyness.










3.
 
bring (a system, place, or organization) to a standstill by causing disruption or chaos




•
 
the regional capital was paralyzed by a general strike.














II.
 
derivatives





paralyzingly

 
/-ˌlīziNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
paralyser

 , from 
paralysie

 ‘paralysis.’





paralyzed

 
/ˈparəˌlīzd /

 


‹Brit.›

 paralysed






adjective




(of a person or part of the body) partly or wholly incapable of movement




•
 
he became partially paralyzed.



















paramagnetic

 
/ˌperəmaɡˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance or body) very weakly attracted by the poles of a magnet, but not retaining any permanent magnetism.








II.
 
derivatives





paramagnetism

 
/ˌperəˈmaɡnəˌtizəm /






noun





















Paramaribo

 
/ˌparəˈmarəˌbō, ˌperəˈmer-/






the capital of Suriname, a port on the Atlantic coast; pop. 252,000 (est. 2007).









paramatta

 
/ˌparəˈmadə /

 
parramatta





I.
 
noun




a fine-quality twill fabric with a weft of worsted and a warp of cotton or silk.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after 
Parramatta

 , a city in New South Wales, Australia, which was the site of a prison whose inmates manufactured the cloth for clothing supplied to the convict servants of settlers.





paramecium

 
/ˌparəˈmēSH(ē)əm, -sēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a single-celled freshwater animal that has a characteristic slipperlike shape and is covered with cilia.

[Genus 
Paramecium

 , phylum 
Ciliophora

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
paramēkēs

 ‘oval,’ from 
para-

 ‘against’ + 
mēkos

 ‘length.’





paramedic

 
/ˌperəˈmedik/






noun




a person trained to give emergency medical care to people who are seriously ill with the aim of stabilizing them before they are taken to the hospital




•
 
all ambulances were manned by a nurse or paramedic and a driver.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a paramedic team was on its way.



















paramedical

 
/ˌperəˈmedək(ə)l/






adjective




of or relating to services and professions that supplement and support medical work but do not require a fully qualified physician (such as nursing, radiography, emergency first aid, physical therapy, and dietetics).













parameter

 
/pəˈramədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a numerical or other measurable factor forming one of a set that defines a system or sets the conditions of its operation




•
 
the transmission will not let you downshift unless your speed is within the lower gear's parameters.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Mathematics]

 a quantity whose value is selected for the particular circumstances and in relation to which other variable quantities may be expressed.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[Statistics]

 a numerical characteristic of a population, as distinct from a statistic of a sample.




4.
 


‹technical›

 (in general use) a limit or boundary that defines the scope of a particular process or activity




•
 
they set the parameters of the debate.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’ / 
usage:

 Until recently, use of the word 
parameter

 was confined to mathematics and related technical fields. Since around the mid 20th century, however, it has been used in nontechnical fields as a technical-sounding word for ‘a limit or boundary,’ as in they set the 
parameters

 of the debate. This use, probably influenced by the word 
perimeter

 , has been criticized for being a weakening of the technical sense. Careful writers will leave 
parameter

 to specialists in mathematics, computer science, and other technical disciplines. As a loose synonym for limit, boundary, guideline, framework, it is a vogue word that blurs more than it clarifies. 
Perimeter

 is a different word, meaning ‘border, outer boundary, or the length of such a boundary.’





parameterize

 
/pəˈramədəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 describe or represent in terms of a parameter or parameters.








II.
 
derivatives





parameterization

 
/pəˌramitəriˈzāSHən /






noun





















parametric

 
/ˌparəˈmetrik/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or expressed in terms of a parameter or parameters.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 assuming the value of a parameter for the purpose of analysis.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 relating to or denoting a process in which amplification or frequency conversion is obtained using a device modulated by a pumping frequency, which enables power to be transferred from the pumping frequency to the signal.













parametric equalizer






noun




an electronic device or computer program that allows any specific part of the frequency range of a signal to be selected and altered in strength.













paramilitary

 
/ˌperəˈmiləˌterē/





I.
 
adjective




(of an unofficial force) organized similarly to a military force




•
 
soldiers and police have been killed in conflicts with the drug cartels and their paramilitary allies.














II.
 
noun




a member of an unofficial paramilitary organization.













paramnesia

 
/ˌperamˈnēZH(ē)ə/






noun






[Psychiatry]

 a condition or phenomenon involving distorted memory or confusions of fact and fantasy, such as confabulation or déjà vu.













paramo

 
/ˈperəˌmō/





I.
 
noun




a high, treeless plateau in tropical South America.











– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese, from Latin 
paramus

 .





Paramotor

 
/ˈperəˌmōdər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a motorized steerable paraglider, powered by a motor and propeller harnessed to the pilot's back.








II.
 
derivatives





paramotoring






noun





















paramount

 
/ˈperəˌmount/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
more important than anything else; supreme




•
 
the interests of the child are of paramount importance.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having supreme power




•
 
a paramount chief.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paramountcy

 
/ˈperəˌmountsē /






noun













2.
 
paramountly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘highest in jurisdiction’ in the phrases 
lord paramount

 and 
paramount chief

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
paramont

 , from Old French 
par

 ‘by’ + 
amont

 ‘above.’





Paramount

 
/ˈperəˌmount/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 55,236 (est. 2008).









paramour

 
/ˈperəˌmo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a lover, especially the illicit partner of a married person.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
par amour

 ‘by love’; in English the phrase was written from an early date as one word and came to be treated as a noun.





Paramus

 
/pəˈraməs/






a borough in northeastern New Jersey, northeast of Paterson; pop. 26,128 (est. 2008).









paramyxovirus

 
/ˌparəˈmiksəˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of RNA viruses similar to the myxoviruses but larger and hemolytic, including those causing mumps, measles, distemper, rinderpest, and various respiratory infections (parainfluenza).













Paraná

 
/ˌpärəˈnä/





I.
 
a river in South America that rises in southeastern Brazil and flows about 2,060 miles (3,300 km) south to the Plate River estuary in Argentina. For part of its length it forms the southeastern border of Paraguay.




II.
 
a river port in eastern Argentina, on the Paraná River; pop. 249,500 (est. 2005).









parang1


 
/ˈpäräNG/





I.
 
noun




a Malayan machete.











– origin

 Malay.





parang2


 
/pəˈräNG/





I.
 
noun




a variety of Trinidadian folk music, traditionally played at Christmas by groups that travel from house to house.











– origin

 Spanish Creole, based on Spanish 
parranda

 ‘spree, binge.’





paranoia

 
/ˌperəˈnoiə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mental condition characterized by delusions of persecution, unwarranted jealousy, or exaggerated self-importance, typically elaborated into an organized system. It may be an aspect of chronic personality disorder, of drug abuse, or of a serious condition such as schizophrenia in which the person loses touch with reality.




2.
 
suspicion and mistrust of people or their actions without evidence or justification




•
 
the global paranoia about hackers and viruses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paranoiac

 
/ˌperəˈnoiik ˌperəˈnoiak /






adjective, noun













2.
 
paranoiacally

 
/ˌperəˈnoiik(ə)lē ˌperəˈnoiak(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
paranoic

 
/ˌperəˈnoiik /






adjective













4.
 
paranoically






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
paranoos

 ‘distracted,’ from 
para

 ‘irregular’ + 
noos

 ‘mind.’





paranoid

 
/ˈperəˌnoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, characterized by, or suffering from the mental condition of paranoia




•
 
paranoid schizophrenia.










2.
 
unreasonably or obsessively anxious, suspicious, or mistrustful




•
 
you think I'm paranoid but I tell you there is something going on.














II.
 
noun




a person who is paranoid.













paranormal

 
/ˌperəˈnôrm(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




denoting events or phenomena such as telekinesis or clairvoyance that are beyond the scope of normal scientific understanding




•
 
a mystic who can prove he has paranormal powers




•
 (as 
noun

 
the paranormal

 )
 
an investigator of the paranormal.














II.
 
derivatives





paranormally

 
/ˌperəˈnôrməlē /






adverb






















Paranthropus

 
/pəˈranTHrəpəs/





I.
 
noun




a genus name often applied to robust fossil hominids first found in South Africa in 1938.

[
Australopithecus robustus

 and 
A. boisei

 , family 
Hominidae

 . See Australopithecus
 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
para-

 (expressing relationship) + 
anthrōpos

 ‘man.’





paraparesis

 
/ˌparəpəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun




partial paralysis of the lower limbs.








II.
 
derivatives





paraparetic

 
/-ˈretik /






adjective





















parapente

 
/ˈperəˌpänt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the activity of gliding by means of an airfoil parachute launched from high ground.




2.
 
the parachute used for parapente.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
glide using an airfoil parachute.








III.
 
derivatives





parapenter






noun



















– origin

 1980s: from French, from 
para(chute

 ) + 
pente

 ‘slope.’





parapet

 
/ˈperəpət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low protective wall along the edge of a roof, bridge, or balcony.




2.
 
a protective wall or earth defense along the top of a trench or other place of concealment for troops.








II.
 
derivatives





parapeted






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Italian 
parapetto

 ‘breast-high wall,’ from 
para-

 ‘protecting’ + 
petto

 ‘breast’ (from Latin 
pectus

 ).





paraph

 
/ˈparəf, pəˈraf/





I.
 
noun




a flourish after a signature, originally as a precaution against forgery.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a paragraph): from French 
paraphe

 , from medieval Latin 
paraphus

 (contraction of 
paragraphus

 ‘short horizontal stroke’).





paraphasia

 
/ˌperəˈfāZH(ē)ə ˌperəˈfāzēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 speech disturbance resulting from brain damage in which words are jumbled and sentences meaningless.








II.
 
derivatives





paraphasic

 
/-ˈfāzik /






adjective





















paraphernalia

 
/ˌperəfərˈnālyə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
miscellaneous articles, especially the equipment needed for a particular activity




•
 
drills, saws, and other paraphernalia necessary for home improvements




•
 
drugs and drug paraphernalia that had been discovered on the premises.










2.
 
trappings associated with a particular institution or activity that are regarded as superfluous




•
 
the rituals and paraphernalia of government.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting property owned by a married woman): from medieval Latin, based on Greek 
parapherna

 ‘property apart from a dowry,’ from 
para

 ‘distinct from’ + 
pherna

 (from 
phernē

 ‘dowry’).





paraphilia

 
/ˌperəˈfilēə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 a condition characterized by abnormal sexual desires, typically involving extreme or dangerous activities.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paraphiliac

 
/ˌperəˈfilēak /






adjective, noun













2.
 
paraphilic

 
/ˌperəˈfilik /






adjective





















paraphrase

 
/ˈperəˌfrāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express the meaning of (the writer or speaker or something written or spoken) using different words, especially to achieve greater clarity




•
 
you can either quote or paraphrase literary texts.














II.
 
noun




a rewording of something written or spoken by someone else.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paraphrasable






adjective













2.
 
paraphrastic

 
/ˌperəˈfrastik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun): via Latin from Greek 
paraphrasis

 , from 
paraphrazein

 , from 
para-

 (expressing modification) + 
phrazein

 ‘tell.’





paraphyletic

 
/ˌperəfīˈledik/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of a group of organisms) descended from a common evolutionary ancestor or ancestral group, but not including all the descendant groups.













paraphysis

 
/pəˈrafəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a sterile hairlike filament present among the reproductive organs in many lower plants, especially bryophytes, algae, and fungi.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
para-

 ‘beside, subsidiary’ + 
phusis

 ‘growth.’





ParaPlane

 
/ˈperəˌplān /

 
Paraplane






noun






‹trademark›

 a motor-driven flying machine consisting of a parachute and a pair of fabric wings attached to a rigid framework.














paraplegia

 
/ˌperəˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




paralysis of the legs and lower body, typically caused by spinal injury or disease.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
paraplēgia

 , from 
paraplēssein

 ‘strike at the side,’ from 
para

 ‘beside’ + 
plēssein

 ‘to strike.’





paraplegic

 
/ˌperəˈplējik/





I.
 
adjective




affected by or relating to paralysis of the legs and lower body




•
 
a paraplegic war veteran




•
 
a paraplegic hospital.














II.
 
noun




a person affected by paralysis of the legs and lower body




•
 
researchers hope the treatment might enable paraplegics to walk again.



















parapodium

 
/ˌparəˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (in a polychaete worm) each of a number of paired muscular bristle-bearing appendages used in locomotion, sensation, or respiration.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (in a sea slug or other mollusk) a lateral extension of the foot used as an undulating fin for swimming.








II.
 
derivatives





parapodial

 
/-dēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
para-

 ‘subsidiary’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





paraprofessional

 
/ˌperəprəˈfeSH(ə)n(ə)l /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a person to whom a particular aspect of a professional task is delegated but who is not licensed to practice as a fully qualified professional.








II.
 
adjective




relating to paraprofessionals




•
 
the union advocated paraprofessional help for nonteaching duties.



















paraprotein

 
/ˌperəˈprōtēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a protein found in the blood only as a result of cancer or other disease.













parapsychic

 
/ˌparəˈsīkik/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting mental phenomena for which no adequate scientific explanation exists.













parapsychology

 
/ˌperəsīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of mental phenomena that are excluded from or inexplicable by orthodox scientific psychology (such as hypnosis, telepathy, etc.).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parapsychological

 
/ˌperəˌsīkəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
parapsychologist

 
/ˌperəsīˈkäləjəst /






noun





















paraptosis

 
/ˌperəˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a system of programmed cell death in which empty spaces form in the cell cytoplasm and the mitochondria swells, causing the cell to lose its vitality. It differs from apoptosis in that the cell does not fragment.








II.
 
derivatives





paraptotic

 
/ˌparə(p)ˈtätik, -ˈtōtik /






adjective



















– origin

 based on 
para-

 ‘beside’ + Greek 
ptōsis

 ‘a falling.’





paraquat

 
/ˈperəˌkwät/





I.
 
noun




a toxic, fast-acting herbicide that becomes deactivated in the soil.











– origin

 1960s: from para-
 1
 (
sense

 2) + quaternary
 (it is a quaternary ammonium salt containing pyridine rings linked at the para-position).






pararhyme

 
/ˈperəˌrīm/






noun




partial rhyme between words with the same pattern of consonants but different vowels, such as 
light

 and 
late

 .

See also imperfect rhyme
 .













parasagittal

 
/ˌperəˈsajədl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or situated in a plane adjacent or parallel to the plane that divides the body into right and left halves.








II.
 
derivatives





parasagittally






adverb





















parasail

 
/ˈperəˌsāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
parasailing

 )


1.
 
glide through the air wearing an open parachute while being towed by a motorboat.








II.
 
noun




a parachute designed for parasailing.














paraselene

 
/ˌparəsəˈlēnē/





I.
 
noun




a bright spot in the sky similar to a parhelion but formed by moonlight.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
selēnē

 ‘moon.’






parasite

 
/ˈperəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organism that lives in or on another organism (its host) and benefits by deriving nutrients at the host's expense.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person who habitually relies on or exploits others and gives nothing in return.





Parasites exist in huge variety, including animals, plants, and microorganisms. They may live as ectoparasites on the surface of the host (e.g., arthropods such as ticks, mites, lice, fleas, and many insects infesting plants) or as endoparasites in the gut or tissues (e.g., many kinds of worm), and cause varying degrees of damage or disease to the host.







– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
parasitos

 ‘(person) eating at another's table,’ from 
para-

 ‘alongside’ + 
sitos

 ‘food.’





parasitemia

 
/ˌparəsīˈtēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 parasitaemia






noun






[Medicine]

 the demonstrable presence of parasites in the blood.













parasitic

 
/ˌperəˈsidik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an organism) living as a parasite




•
 
mistletoe is 
parasitic on

 trees.










2.
 
resulting from infestation by a parasite




•
 
mortality from parasitic diseases.










3.
 


‹derogatory›

 habitually relying on or exploiting others




•
 
attacks on the parasitic existence of Party functionaries.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) inserted without etymological justification (e.g., the 
b

 in 
thimble

 ); epenthetic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parasitical






adjective













2.
 
parasitically

 
/ˌperəˈsidək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
parasitikos

 , from 
parasitos

 ‘(person) eating at another's table.’





parasiticide

 
/ˌparəˈsidəˌsīd/






noun




a substance used in medicine and veterinary medicine to kill parasites (especially those other than bacteria or fungi).













parasitic twin






noun




the smaller and less completely developed member of a pair of unequal conjoined twins, often consisting of an amorphous mass of tissue attached to or within the larger twin.













parasitism

 
/ˈperəsəˌtizəm ˈperəˌsīˌtizəm/






noun



1.
 
the practice of living as a parasite in or on another organism




•
 
the study of nest parasitism by cuckoos.










2.
 
infestation by a parasite




•
 
many species are susceptible to fungal parasitism.










3.
 


‹derogatory›

 habitual reliance on or exploitation of others




•
 
billionaires whose wealth is bound up with parasitism, corruption and criminality.



















parasitize

 
/ˈperəsiˌtīz, ˈperəsīˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
infest or exploit (an organism or part) as a parasite.








II.
 
derivatives





parasitization

 
/ˌparəsiˌtīˈzāSHən, -sī- /






noun





















parasitoid

 
/ˈparəsiˌtoid, -ˌsī- /

 

‹Entomology›







noun




an insect (e.g., the ichneumon wasp) whose larvae live as parasites that eventually kill their hosts (typically other insects).













parasitology

 
/ˌperəsəˈtäləjē ˌperəsīˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology or medicine concerned with the study of parasitic organisms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parasitological






adjective













2.
 
parasitologist

 
/ˌperəsəˈtäləjəst ˌperəsīˈtäləjəst /






noun





















para-ski

 
/ˈperəskē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
jump from an aircraft by parachute and ski from the landing place, as a sport or race


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
he perennially competes in the intermediate class in the para-ski nationals.














II.
 
derivatives





para-skiing






noun





















parasol

 
/ˈperəˌsôl ˈperəˌsäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light umbrella used to give shade from the sun.




2.
 
(also 
parasol mushroom

 )
 — a widely distributed large mushroom with a broad, scaly, grayish-brown cap and a tall, slender stalk, growing typically in grassy places.

[Genus 
Lepiota

 , family 
Lepiotaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 : numerous species, esp. the edible 
L. procera

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
parasole

 , from 
para-

 ‘protecting against’ + 
sole

 ‘sun’ (from Latin 
sol

 ).





parasomnia

 
/ˌperəˈsämnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disorder characterized by abnormal or unusual behavior of the nervous system during sleep




•
 
he's being treated for parasomnia at a sleep disorder clinic.

















– origin

 1930s: blend of para-
 1
 and insomnia
 .





parastatal

 
/ˌperəˈstādl/





I.
 
adjective




(of an organization or industry) having some political authority and serving the state indirectly, especially in some African countries.








II.
 
noun




a parastatal organization.













parastate

 
/ˈperəˌstāt/






noun




a region that seeks or claims but does not have the status of a recognized independent state.













parasternal

 
/ˌparəˈstərnəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated beside the sternum.














parastichy

 
/pəˈrastəkē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in phyllotaxis) an oblique row of leaves arranged in a secondary spiral.

Contrasted with orthostichy
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from para-
 1
 ‘adjacent’ + Greek 
stikhos

 ‘row, rank.’





parasympathetic

 
/ˌparəˌsimpəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 of or relating to the part of the automatic nervous system that counterbalances the action of the sympathetic nerves. It consists of nerves arising from the brain and the lower end of the spinal cord and supplying the internal organs, blood vessels, and glands.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from para-
 1
 ‘alongside’ + sympathetic
 , because some of these nerves run alongside sympathetic nerves.





parasynthesis

 
/ˌperəˈsinTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 a process by which a term is formed by adding a bound morpheme (e.g., 
-ed

 ) to a combination of existing words (e.g., 
black-eyed

 from 
black eye(s)

 + 
-ed

 ).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parasynthetic

 
/-sinˈTHetik /






adjective













2.
 
parasynthetically






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
parasunthesis

 , from 
para-

 ‘subsidiary’ + synthesis
 .






parataxis

 
/ˌperəˈtaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 the placing of clauses or phrases one after another, without words to indicate coordination or subordination, as in 
Tell me

 , 
how are you?



Contrasted with hypotaxis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paratactic

 
/ˌperəˈtaktik /






adjective













2.
 
paratactically

 
/-ˈtaktik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
parataxis

 , from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
taxis

 ‘arrangement’ (from 
tassein

 ‘arrange’).





paratha

 
/pəˈrädə/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian cooking) a flat, thick piece of unleavened bread fried on a griddle.











– origin

 from Hindi 
parāṭhā

 .





parathion

 
/ˌparəˈTHīˌän/





I.
 
noun




a highly toxic synthetic compound containing phosphorus and sulfur, used as an agricultural insecticide.











– origin

 1940s: from para-
 1
 (
sense

 2) + thio-
 + -on
 .





parathormone

 
/ˌparəˈTHôrˌmōn/






noun






[Physiology]

 parathyroid hormone.













parathyroid

 
/ˌparəˈTHīˌroid/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a gland next to the thyroid that secretes a hormone (
parathyroid hormone

 ) that regulates calcium levels in a person's body.













paratrooper

 
/ˈperəˌtro͞opər/






noun




a member of a paratroop regiment or airborne unit.













paratroops

 
/ˈperəˌtro͞ops/





I.
 
plural noun




troops equipped to be dropped by parachute from aircraft


(as 
modifier

 , usu. 
paratroop

 )


•
 
a paratroop regiment.

















– origin

 1940s: from an abbreviation of parachute
 + 
troops

 (plural of troop
 ).






paratyphoid

 
/ˌparəˈtīˌfoid/






noun




a fever resembling typhoid but caused by different (though related) bacteria.

[The bacteria are species of the genus 
Salmonella

 , in particular (in humans) 
S. paratyphi

 .]













paravane

 
/ˈparəˌvān/





I.
 
noun




a device towed behind a boat at a depth regulated by its vanes or planes, so that the cable to which it is attached can cut the moorings of submerged mines.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from para-
 2
 ‘protecting’ + vane
 .





paraventricular

 
/ˌperəvenˈtrikyələr/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated next to a ventricle of the brain.













par avion

 
/ˌpär äˈvyoN/





I.
 
adverb




by airmail (written on a letter or parcel to indicate how it is to reach its destination).











– origin

 French, literally ‘by airplane.’





parawing

 
/ˈparəˌwiNG/






noun




a type of parachute or kite having a flattened shape like a wing, to give greater maneuverability.













paraxial

 
/pəˈraksēəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 situated alongside, or on each side of, an axis, especially the central axis of the body.













parboil

 
/ˈpärˌboil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
partly cook (food) by boiling.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
parbouillir

 , from late Latin 
perbullire

 ‘boil thoroughly,’ from Latin 
per-

 ‘through, thoroughly’ (later confused with part
 ) + 
bullire

 ‘to boil.’





parbuckle

 
/ˈpärˌbəkəl/





I.
 
noun




a loop of rope arranged like a sling, used for raising or lowering casks and other cylindrical objects along an inclined plane.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise or lower with a parbuckle.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from earlier 
parbunkle

 , of unknown origin. The change in the ending was due to association with buckle
 .






Parcae

 
/ˈpärsē ˈpärsī /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







Roman name for the Fates
 (see fate
 ).










parcel

 
/ˈpärsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing or collection of things wrapped in paper in order to be carried or sent by mail.




2.
 
a quantity or amount of something, especially as dealt with in one commercial transaction




•
 
a parcel of shares.










3.
 
a piece of land, especially one considered as part of an estate.




4.
 


‹technical›

 a portion of a larger body of air or other fluid considered as a discrete element.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) into a parcel by wrapping it




•
 
he 
parceled up

 his only winter suit to take to the pawnbroker.










2.
 
(
parcel something out

 )
 — divide into portions and then distribute




•
 
they will start parceling out radio frequencies for digital cordless telephones.










3.
 


[Nautical]

 wrap (rope) with strips of tarred canvas before binding it with yarn as part of a traditional technique to reduce chafing.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be part and parcel of






see part
 .









2.
 
pass the parcel








(chiefly Brit.)

 a children's game in which a parcel is passed around to the accompaniment of music, the child holding the parcel when the music stops being allowed to unwrap a layer.















– origin

 late Middle English (chiefly in the sense ‘small portion’): from Old French 
parcelle

 , from Latin 
particula

 ‘small part.’





parcel post

 
/ˈpärsəl pōst/






noun




mail consisting of parcels.













parch

 
/pärCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become dry through intense heat


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a piece of grassland parched by the sun




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his crops parched during the last two summers.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — roast (corn, peas, etc.) lightly.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





parched

 
/pärCHt/






adjective



1.
 
dried out with heat




•
 
the parched earth.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 extremely thirsty




•
 
I'm parched—I'll die without a drink.










3.
 
lightly roasted




•
 
parched corn.



















parchment

 
/ˈpärCHmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stiff, flat, thin material made from the prepared skin of an animal and used as a durable writing surface in ancient and medieval times.




2.
 
a manuscript written on parchment




•
 
a large collection of ancient parchments.










3.
 
(also 
parchment paper

 )
 — a type of stiff translucent paper treated to resemble parchment and used for lampshades, as a writing surface, and in baking.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a diploma or other formal document.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parchemin

 , from a blend of late Latin 
pergamina

 ‘writing material from Pergamum’ and 
Parthica pellis

 ‘Parthian skin’ (a kind of scarlet leather).





parclose

 
/ˈpärˌklōz/





I.
 
noun




a screen or railing in a church enclosing a tomb or altar or separating off a side chapel.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parclos(e

 ) ‘enclosed,’ past participle of 
parclore

 (from Latin 
per-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
claudere

 ‘to close’).






pard

 
/pärd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a leopard.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
pardos

 .





pardalote

 
/ˈpärdlˌōt/





I.
 
noun




a small, short-billed Australian songbird related to the flowerpeckers, typically having white spots or streaks on the dark wings and crown.

[Genus 
Pardalotus

 , family 
Dicaeidae

 (or 
Pardalotidae

 ): several species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pardalotus

 , from Greek 
pardalōtos

 ‘spotted like a leopard,’ based on 
pardos

 (see pard
 ).





pardner

 
/ˈpärdnər/






noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 variant spelling of partner
 , used to represent US dialect speech:




•
 
you and me, pardner, against the world.



















pardon

 
/ˈpärdn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of forgiving or being forgiven for an error or offense




•
 
he obtained pardon for his sins.










2.
 
a remission of the legal consequences of an offense or conviction




•
 
he offered a full pardon to five convicted men.










3.
 


[Christian Church]

 
‹historical›

 an indulgence, as widely sold in medieval Europe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forgive or excuse (a person, error, or offense)




•
 
I know Catherine will pardon me.










2.
 
release (an offender) from the legal consequences of an offense or conviction, and often implicitly from blame




•
 
he was pardoned for his treason.










3.
 
(
be pardoned

 )
 — used to indicate that the actions or thoughts of someone are justified or understandable given the circumstances




•
 
one can be pardoned the suspicion that some of his errors were deliberate.














III.
 
exclamation




a request to a speaker to repeat something because one did not hear or understand it




•
 
“Pardon?” I said, cupping a hand to my ear.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
beg someone's pardon






express polite apology




•
 
I beg your pardon for intruding.















2.
 
pardon me (or I beg your pardon)





a.
 
used to indicate that one has not heard or understood something.




b.
 
used to express one's anger or indignation at what someone has just said.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pardun

 (noun), 
pardoner

 (verb), from medieval Latin 
perdonare

 ‘concede, remit,’ from 
per-

 ‘completely’ + 
donare

 ‘give.’





pardonable

 
/ˈpärdnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be forgiven; excusable




•
 
no mistake, even a tiny one, is pardonable.














II.
 
derivatives





pardonably

 
/ˈpärd(ə)nəblē /






adverb





















pardoner

 
/ˈpärd(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a person licensed to sell papal pardons or indulgences.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French.





pare

 
/per/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trim (something) by cutting away its outer edges




•
 
Carlo pared his thumbnails with his knife.










2.
 
cut off the outer skin of (something)




•
 


pare off

 the rind using a peeler.










3.
 
reduce (something) in size, extent, quantity, or number, usually in a number of small successive stages




•
 
union leaders publicly 
pared down

 their demands




•
 
we pared costs by doing our own cleaning.














II.
 
derivatives





parer

 
/ˈperər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parer

 ‘adorn, prepare,’ also ‘peel, trim,’ from Latin 
parare

 ‘prepare.’





paregoric

 
/ˌperəˈɡôrik/





I.
 
noun




a medicine consisting of opium flavored with camphor, aniseed, and benzoic acid, formerly used to treat diarrhea and coughing in children.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
parēgorikos

 ‘soothing,’ from the verb 
parēgorein

 , literally ‘speak in the assembly,’ hence ‘soothe, console.’





paren

 
/pəˈren/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
parens

 )


1.
 


[Printing]

 a parenthesis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of parenthesis
 .





paren.






abbreviation




parenthesis.













parenchyma

 
/pəˈreNGkəmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the functional tissue of an organ as distinguished from the connective and supporting tissue.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 the cellular tissue, typically soft and succulent, found chiefly in the softer parts of leaves, pulp of fruits, bark and pith of stems, etc.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 cellular tissue lying between the body wall and the organs of invertebrate animals lacking a coelom, such as flatworms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parenchymal

 
/pəˈreNGkəm(ə)l /






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]















2.
 
parenchymatous

 
/ˌperəNGˈkimətəs /






adjective






[chiefly Botany]





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
parenkhuma

 ‘something poured in beside,’ from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
enkhuma

 ‘infusion.’





parens patriae

 
/ˈparənz ˈpatri-ē, ˈpatri-ī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the government, or any other authority, regarded as the legal protector of citizens unable to protect themselves.




2.
 


[Law]

 the principle that political authority carries with it the responsibility for protection of citizens.











– origin

 modern Latin, literally ‘parent of the country.’





parent

 
/ˈperənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a father or mother




•
 
the parents of the bride




•
 
his adoptive parents.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a forefather or ancestor.




3.
 
an animal or plant from which younger ones are derived.




4.
 
a source or origin of a smaller or less important part.




5.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an organization or company that owns or controls a number of subsidiary organizations or companies




•
 
policy considerations were determined largely by the parent institution.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
parenting

 )


1.
 
be or act as a mother or father to (someone)




•
 
the warmth and attention that are the hallmarks of good parenting.














III.
 
derivatives





parentless

 
/ˈperən(t)ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
parent-

 ‘bringing forth,’ from the verb 
parere

 . The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





parentage

 
/ˈperən(t)ij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the identity and origins of one's parents




•
 
a boy of Jamaican parentage.










2.
 
the origin of something




•
 
this ice cream boasts American parentage.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French.





parental

 
/pəˈren(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to a person's parent or parents




•
 
parental responsibility




•
 
parental leave.










2.
 
relating to an animal or plant from which new ones are derived




•
 
parental roots in adult plants.










3.
 
denoting an organization or company which owns or controls a number of subsidiaries




•
 
the decision to sever ties with the parental organization.














II.
 
derivatives





parentally

 
/pəˈren(t)(ə)lē /






adverb






















parenteral

 
/pəˈren(t)ərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 administered or occurring elsewhere in the body than the mouth and alimentary canal




•
 
parenteral nutrition.







Often contrasted with enteral
 .








II.
 
derivatives





parenterally






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from para-
 1
 ‘beside’ + Greek 
enteron

 ‘intestine’ + -al
 .






parenthesis

 
/pəˈrenTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word, clause, or sentence inserted as an explanation or afterthought into a passage that is grammatically complete without it, in writing usually marked off by curved brackets, dashes, or commas.




2.
 
(usu. 
parentheses

 )
 — a pair of round brackets ( ) used to mark off a parenthetical word or phrase.




3.
 
an interlude or interval




•
 
the three months of coalition government were a lamentable political parenthesis.














II.
 
phrases





in parenthesis






as a digression or afterthought.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
parentithenai

 ‘put in beside.’





parenthesize

 
/pəˈrenTHəˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
parenthesized

 )


1.
 
put (a word, phrase, or clause) into parentheses




•
 
parenthesized clauses.










2.
 
insert as a parenthesis; express or state in parenthesis.













parenthetical

 
/ˌperənˈTHedək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or inserted as a parenthesis




•
 
ignore the parenthetical remarks that pockmark every page.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parenthetic

 
/ˌperənˈTHedik /






adjective













2.
 
parenthetically

 
/ˌperənˈTHedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from parenthesis
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
synthesis

 , 
synthetic

 .





parenthood

 
/ˈperən(t)ˌho͝od/






noun




the state of being a parent and the responsibilities involved




•
 
high rates of single parenthood.



















parent–teacher association

 
/ˈperənt ˈtēCHər əˌsōsēˈāSHən əˌsōSHēˈāSHən /

 
PTA






noun



1.
 
a national organization devoted to furthering the safety and interests of children.




2.
 
a local organization of parents and teachers for promoting closer relations and improving educational facilities at a school.













parergon

 
/pəˈrərˌɡän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of work that is supplementary to or a byproduct of a larger work.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 work that is subsidiary to one's ordinary employment




•
 
he pursued astronomy as a parergon.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
parergon

 , from 
para-

 ‘beside, additional’ + 
ergon

 ‘work.’





paresis

 
/pəˈrēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a condition of muscular weakness caused by nerve damage or disease; partial paralysis.




2.
 
(also 
general paresis

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 inflammation of the brain in the later stages of syphilis, causing progressive dementia and paralysis.








II.
 
derivatives





paretic

 
/pəˈredik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
parienai

 ‘let go,’ from 
para-

 ‘alongside’ + 
hienai

 ‘let go.’





paresthesia

 
/ˌperəsˈTHēZH(ē)ə /

 


‹Brit.›

 paraesthesia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormal sensation, typically tingling or pricking (“pins and needles”), caused chiefly by pressure on or damage to peripheral nerves.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from para-
 1
 ‘alongside, irregular’ + Greek 
aisthēsis

 ‘sensation’ + -ia
 1
 .





Pareto

 
/pəˈredō/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or involving the theories and methods of the Italian economist and sociologist 
Vilfredo Pareto

 (1848–1923), especially a formula used to express the income distribution of a society.













Pareto-optimal





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a distribution of wealth such that any redistribution or other change beneficial to one individual is detrimental to one or more others.








II.
 
derivatives





Pareto-optimality






noun





















pareu

 
/ˈpärāˌo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a kind of sarong made of a single straight piece of printed cotton cloth, worn by Polynesians.











– origin

 Tahitian.






pareve

 
/ˈpärəvə /

 
parve





I.
 
adjective






[Judaism]

 prepared without meat, milk, or their derivatives and therefore permissible to be eaten with both meat and dairy dishes according to dietary laws.











– origin

 Yiddish.





par excellence

 
/ˌpär ˌeksəˈläns/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
better or more than all others of the same kind




•
 
he has won a reputation for being a designer par excellence.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘by excellence.’





parfait

 
/pärˈfā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dessert consisting of layers of ice cream, fruit, etc., served in a tall glass.




2.
 
a rich cold dessert made with whipped cream, eggs, and often fruit.











– origin

 from the French adjective 
parfait

 , literally ‘perfect.’





parfleche

 
/ˈpärfleSH, pärˈfleSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in American Indian culture) a hide, especially a buffalo's hide, dried by being stretched on a frame after the hair has been removed.




2.
 
an article, especially a bag, made from this.











– origin

 from Canadian French 
parflèche

 , from French 
parer

 ‘ward off’ + 
flèche

 ‘arrow.’





parfumerie

 
/pärˈfyo͞omərē/





I.
 
noun




a place where perfume is sold or made.











– origin

 French, from 
parfum

 perfume
 .





parfumier

 
/pärˈfo͞omyā/





I.
 
noun




a person who manufactures or retails perfume.











– origin

 French, from 
parfum

 perfume
 .





parget

 
/ˈpärjət /

 
parge





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a part of a building, especially an external brick wall) with plaster or mortar that typically bears an ornamental pattern.








II.
 
noun




another term for pargeting
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
parjeter

 , from 
par-

 ‘all over’ + 
jeter

 ‘to throw.’






pargeting

 
/ˈpärjədiNG /

 
parging






noun




plaster or mortar applied in a layer over a part of a building, especially ornamental plasterwork.














parhelion

 
/pärˈhēlēən/





I.
 
noun




a bright spot in the sky appearing on either side of the sun, formed by refraction of sunlight through ice crystals high in the earth's atmosphere.

Also called sun dog
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
parelion

 , from Greek 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
hēlios

 ‘sun.’





pariah

 
/pəˈrīə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outcast




•
 
they were treated as social pariahs.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a member of a low caste in southern India.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Tamil 
paṛaiyar

 , plural of 
paṛaiyan

 ‘(hereditary) drummer,’ from 
paṛai

 ‘a drum’ (pariahs not being allowed to join in with a religious procession).





pariah dog






noun




another term for pye-dog
 .













Parian

 
/ˈperēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Paros or the fine white marble for which it is renowned.




2.
 
denoting a form of fine white unglazed hard-paste porcelain likened to Parian marble.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Paros.




2.
 
Parian ware (porcelain).













parietal

 
/pəˈrīəd(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 of, relating to, attached to, or denoting the wall of the body or of a body cavity or hollow structure.




2.
 
of the parietal lobe




•
 
the parietal cortex.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 relating to residence in a college or university dormitory and especially to visits from members of the opposite sex




•
 
parietal rules.










4.
 


[Archaeology]

 denoting prehistoric art found on rock walls.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a parietal structure.




2.
 
short for parietal bone
 .




3.
 
(
parietals

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 dormitory rules governing visits from members of the opposite sex.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
parietalis

 , from Latin 
paries

 , 
pariet-

 ‘wall.’






parietal bone






noun




a bone forming the central side and upper back part of each side of the skull.













parietal cell






noun




an oxyntic (acid-secreting) cell of the stomach wall.













parietal lobe






noun




either of the paired lobes of the brain at the top of the head, including areas concerned with the reception and correlation of sensory information.














pari-mutuel

 
/ˌperəˈmyo͞oCH(əw)əl /

 
parimutuel





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a form of betting in which those backing the first three places divide the losers' stakes (less the operator's commission)




•
 
pari-mutuel betting.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘mutual stake.’





paring knife

 
//






noun




a small knife used mainly for peeling fruits and vegetables.













parings

 
/ˈperiNGz/






plural noun




thin strips that have been pared off from something




•
 
fingernail parings.



















pari passu

 
/ˌpärē ˈpäso͞o/





I.
 
adverb




side by side; at the same rate or on an equal footing




•
 
early opera developed 
pari passu with

 solo song.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘with equal step.’






Paris1


 
/ˈperəs/





I.
 
the capital of France, on the Seine River; pop. 2,203,817 (2006). Paris was held by the Romans, who called it Lutetia, and by the Franks, and was established as the capital in 987 under Hugh Capet. It was organized into three parts—the Île de la Cité (an island in the Seine), the Right Bank, and the Left Bank—during the reign of 
Philippe-Auguste

 1180–1223. The city's neoclassical architecture dates from the modernization of the Napoleonic era, which continued under Napoleon III, when the bridges and boulevards of the modern city were built.




II.
 
a commercial city in northeastern Texas; pop. 26,050 (est. 2008).







– origin

 named after the 
Parisii

 , a Gallic people who settled on the Île de la Cité.





Paris2


 
/ˈperəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Trojan prince, the son of Priam and Hecuba. Appointed by the gods to decide who among the three goddesses Hera, Athena, and Aphrodite should win a prize for beauty, he awarded it to Aphrodite, who promised him the most beautiful woman in the world—Helen, wife of King Menelaus of Sparta. He abducted Helen, bringing about the Trojan War, in which he killed Achilles but was later himself killed.









Paris, Matthew






see Matthew Paris
 .









Paris, Treaty of





I.
 
a treaty signed in 1763 by Great Britain, France, and Spain that ended the Seven Years War in Europe (1756–63) and the French and Indian War in North America.




II.
 
a treaty signed in 1783 by the US and Great Britain that ended the American Revolution.




III.
 
a treaty signed in 1898 by the US and Spain that ended the Spanish-American War.









Paris club






a group of the major creditor nations of the International Monetary Fund whose representatives meet informally in Paris to discuss the financial relations of the IMF member nations.









Paris green






noun




a vivid green toxic crystalline salt of copper and arsenic, used as a preservative, pigment, and insecticide.














parish

 
/ˈperiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Christian Church) a small administrative district typically having its own church and a priest or pastor


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a parish church.










2.
 


(US)

 (in Louisiana) a territorial division corresponding to a county in other states.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
paroche

 , from late Latin 
parochia

 , from Greek 
paroikia

 ‘sojourning,’ based on 
para-

 ‘beside, subsidiary’ + 
oikos

 ‘dwelling.’





parishad

 
/ˈpärəˌSHäd/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a council or assembly.











– origin

 from Sanskrit, from 
pari

 ‘around’ + 
sad-

 ‘sit.’





parishioner

 
/pəˈriSH(ə)nər/






noun




an inhabitant of a parish, especially one who belongs to or attends a particular church.













parish-pump






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 of local importance or interest only; parochial




•
 
I looked down on parish-pump politics.



















Parisian

 
/pəˈrēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Paris.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Paris.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
parisien

 .





Parisienne

 
/pəˌrēzēˈen/





I.
 
noun




a Parisian girl or woman.








II.
 
adjective




(especially of a girl or woman) Parisian.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, feminine of 
parisien

 ‘Parisian.’





parison

 
/ˈperəsən/





I.
 
noun




a rounded mass of molten glass formed by rolling the substance immediately after removal from the furnace.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
paraison

 , from 
parer

 ‘prepare,’ from Latin 
parare

 .





parity1


 
/ˈperədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being equal, especially regarding status or pay




•
 
parity of incomes between rural workers and those in industrial occupations.










2.
 
(also 
purchasing parity

 )
 — the value of one currency in terms of another at an established exchange rate.




3.
 
a system of providing farmers with consistent purchasing power by regulating prices of farm products, usually with government price supports.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number) the fact of being even or odd.




5.
 


[Physics]

 the property of a spatial wave equation that either remains the same (
even parity

 ) or changes sign (
odd parity

 ) under a given transformation.




6.
 


[Physics]

 the value of a quantum number corresponding to parity.




7.
 


[Computing]

 a function whose being even (or odd) provides a check on a set of binary values.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
paritas

 , from 
par

 ‘equal.’





parity2


 
/ˈperədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the fact or condition of having borne children.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the number of children previously borne




•
 
very high parity (six children or more).

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
parous

 ‘having borne offspring’ (back-formation from adjectives ending in -parous
 ) + -ity
 .





parity bit






noun






[Computing]

 a bit that acts as a check on a set of binary values, calculated in such a way that the number of 1s in the set plus the parity bit should always be even (or occasionally, should always be odd).














park

 
/pärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large public green area in a town, used for recreation




•
 
a walk around the park.










2.
 


(US)

 a large area of land kept in its natural state for public recreational use.




3.
 
(also 
wildlife park

 )
 — a large enclosed area of land used to accommodate wild animals in captivity.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stadium or enclosed area used for sports.




5.
 
a large enclosed piece of ground, typically with woodland and pasture, attached to a large country house




•
 
the house is set in its own park.










6.
 


(US)

 (in the western US) a broad, flat, mostly open area in a mountainous region.




7.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — an area devoted to a specified purpose




•
 
an industrial park.










8.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a parking lot or garage




•
 
a coach park.










9.
 
(in a car with automatic transmission) the position of the gear selector in which the gears are locked, preventing the vehicle's movement.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (a vehicle that one is driving) to a halt and leave it temporarily, typically in a parking lot or by the side of the road




•
 
he parked his car outside her house




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he couldn't find anywhere to park.










2.
 


‹informal›

 deposit and leave in a convenient place until required




•
 
come on in, and park your bag by the door.










3.
 
(
park oneself in/on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 sit down on or in




•
 
after dinner, we parked ourselves on a pair of couches.










4.
 


‹informal›

 postpone consideration of (an idea or plan) until a later date




•
 
could I suggest we park that suggestion for the moment?














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
park the bus








[Soccer]

 
‹informal›

 (typically of an away team) play in a very defensive way




•
 
if they decide to park the bus and we don't score early on, then it may be a boring drawn-out game.







[from the idea of parking the team bus in front of the goal.]









2.
 
a walk in the park






see walk
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parc

 , from medieval Latin 
parricus

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Pferch

 ‘pen, fold,’ also to paddock
 . The word was originally a legal term designating land held by royal grant for keeping game animals: this was enclosed and therefore distinct from a 
forest

 or 
chase

 , and (also unlike a 
forest

 ) had no special laws or officers. A military sense ‘space occupied by artillery, wagons, stores, etc., in an encampment’ (late 17th cent.) is the origin of the verb sense (mid 19th cent.) and of 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun (early 20th cent).





Park, Mungo

 
/pärk/






(1771–1806), Scottish explorer. He undertook a series of explorations in western Africa (1795–97), among them the navigation of the Niger.









parka

 
/ˈpärkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large windproof jacket with a hood, designed to be worn in cold weather.




2.
 
a hooded jacket made of animal skin, worn by the Inuit.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Aleut from Russian.





parkade

 
/pärˌkād/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a multistory parking garage.











– origin

 1950s: from park
 , on the pattern of 
arcade

 .





park-and-ride






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system for reducing urban traffic congestion, in which drivers leave their cars in parking lots on the outskirts of a city and travel to the city center on public transportation




•
 
a new park-and-ride system in the town to cut traffic jams.



















Park Avenue

 
/ˌpärk ˈavən(y)o͞o/






a commercial and residential street in Manhattan in New York City, regarded as emblematic of worldly success.









Park Chung-hee

 
/ˌpärk ˌCHəNGˈhē/






(1917–79), South Korean statesman; president 1963–79. After staging a coup in 1961, he was elected president and by 1971 had assumed dictatorial powers. Under his presidency, South Korea emerged as a leading industrial nation.









Parker, Bonnie

 
/ˈpärkər/






(1911–34), US bank robber and murderer. She and her partner, Clyde Barrow, were known for a criminal spree in which they shot and killed at least thirteen people before being stopped and shot to death at a Louisiana roadblock.









Parker, Charlie






(1920–55), US saxophonist; full name 
Charles Christopher Parker

 ; known as 
Bird

 or 
Yardbird

 . From 1944, he played with Thelonious Monk and Dizzy Gillespie and became one of the key figures of the bebop movement.









Parker, Dorothy






(1893–1967), US humorist, literary critic, and writer; full name 
Dorothy Rothschild Parker

 . From 1927, she wrote book reviews and short stories for 
The New Yorker

 magazine, becoming one of its legendary wits.









parkerizing

 
/ˈpärkərˌīziNG/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a process for rustproofing iron or steel by brief immersion in a hot acidic solution of a metal phosphate.








II.
 
derivatives





parkerized






adjective






‹trademark›





















– origin

 1920s: from 
Parker

 Rust-Proof Company of America (which introduced the process) + -ize
 + -ing
 1
 .





Parkersburg

 
/ˈpärkərzˌbərɡ/






an industrial city in northwestern West Virginia, on the Ohio River; pop. 31,611 (est. 2008).









parkin

 
/ˈpärkin/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a kind of dark gingerbread, typically with a soft, dry texture, made with oatmeal and molasses.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from the family name 
Parkin

 , diminutive of 
Per

 ‘Peter.’





parking garage






noun




a building, often of several stories, that provides parking space.













parking light

 
/ˈpärkiNG ˌlīt/






noun

 — [usu. in 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a small light on each side of a vehicle in the front and rear.














parking lot

 
/ˈpärkiNG ˌlät/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an area where cars or other vehicles may be left temporarily.













parking meter

 
/ˈpärkiNG ˌmēdər/






noun




a machine next to a parking space in a street, into which the driver puts money so as to be authorized to park the vehicle for a particular length of time.













parking ticket

 
/ˈpärkiNG tikit/






noun




a notice telling a driver of a fine imposed for parking illegally, typically attached to a car windshield.













parkinsonism

 
/ˈpärkinsənˌizəm/






noun




another term for Parkinson's disease
 .














Parkinson's disease

 
/ˈpärkənsənz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a progressive disease of the nervous system marked by tremor, muscular rigidity, and slow, imprecise movement, chiefly affecting middle-aged and elderly people. It is associated with degeneration of the basal ganglia of the brain and a deficiency of the neurotransmitter dopamine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after James 
Parkinson

 (1755–1824), English surgeon.





Parkinson's law

 
/ˈˌpärkənsənz ˈlô/





I.
 
the notion that work expands to fill the time available for its completion.







– origin

 1950s: named after Cyril Northcote 
Parkinson

 (1909–93), English writer.





parkland

 
/ˈpärkˌland/






noun



1.
 
open land consisting of fields and scattered groups of trees.




2.
 


(US)

 land reserved for a public park.













Parkman, Francis

 
/ˈpärkmən/






(1823–93), US historian. He traveled the Oregon Trail in 1846 to improve his health and later wrote an account of his journey in 
The California and Oregon Trail

 (1849). He also wrote 
The Discovery of the Great West

 (1869) and 
A Half-Century of Conflict

 (1892).









parkour

 
/pärˈko͝or /

 
parcour





I.
 
noun




the activity or sport of moving rapidly through an area, typically in an urban environment, negotiating obstacles by running, jumping, and climbing.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: French, alteration of 
parcours

 ‘route, course.’





Park Range






a range of the Rocky Mountains in southern Wyoming and northern Colorado, west of the Front Range.









Parks, Gordon

 
/pärks/






(1912–2006), US photographer, writer, movie director, and composer; full name 
Gordon Roger Alexander Buchanan Parks

 . He worked as a photographer for the Farm Security Administration 1941–44 before becoming a photojournalist for 
Life

 magazine 1949–70. He wrote 
The Learning Tree

 (1963), 
Born Black

 (1971), and 
Shannon

 (1981) and directed the movies 
Shaft

 (1971) and 
The Super Cops

 (1974).









Parks, Rosa






(1913–2005), US civil rights pioneer; full name 
Rosa Louise McCauley Parks

 . On December 1, 1955, she refused to give up her bus seat to a white man in Montgomery, Alabama, an act that inspired the civil rights movement. After the ensuing boycott and NAACP protest, bus segregation was ruled unconstitutional. Congressional Gold Medal (1999).









parkway

 
/ˈpärkˌwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an open landscaped highway.













parky

 
/ˈpärkē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 chilly.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Parl.

 

‹Brit.›







abbreviation



1.
 
Parliament.




2.
 
Parliamentary.













parlance

 
/ˈpärləns/





I.
 
noun




a particular way of speaking or using words, especially a way common to those with a particular job or interest




•
 
dated terms that were once in common parlance




•
 
medical parlance.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting speech or debate): from Old French, from 
parler

 ‘speak,’ from Latin 
parabola

 ‘comparison’ (in late Latin ‘speech’).





parlando

 
/pärˈlänˌdō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(with reference to singing) expressive or declamatory in the manner of speech.








II.
 
noun




composition or performance in a parlando manner




•
 
the high-lying parlando of Siegfried's narration.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘speaking.’





parlay

 
/ˈpärˌlā ˈpärˌlē /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
parlay something into

 )


1.
 
turn an initial stake or winnings from a previous bet into (a greater amount) by gambling




•
 
it involved parlaying a small bankroll into big winnings.










2.
 


‹informal›

 transform into (something greater or more valuable)




•
 
a banker who parlayed a sizable inheritance into a financial empire




•
 
an excellent performance is quickly parlayed into lucrative contracts.














II.
 
noun




a cumulative series of bets in which winnings accruing from each transaction are used as a stake for a further bet.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
paroli

 , from Italian, from 
paro

 ‘like,’ from Latin 
par

 ‘equal.’





parley

 
/ˈpärlē/





I.
 
noun




a conference between opposing sides in a dispute, especially a discussion of terms for an armistice.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold a conference with the opposing side to discuss terms




•
 
they disagreed over whether to 
parley with

 the enemy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting speech or debate): perhaps from Old French 
parlee

 ‘spoken,’ feminine past participle of the verb 
parler

 .





parliament

 
/ˈpärləmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the UK) the highest legislature, consisting of the sovereign, the House of Lords, and the House of Commons




•
 
the Secretary of State will lay proposals before Parliament.










2.
 
the members of parliament for a particular period, especially between one dissolution and the next




•
 
the act was passed by the last parliament of the reign.










3.
 
a legislature similar to parliament in other nations and states




•
 
the Russian parliament.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parlement

 ‘speaking,’ from the verb 
parler

 .





parliamentarian

 
/ˌpärləmənˈterēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a parliament, especially one well versed in parliamentary procedure and experienced in debate.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a supporter of Parliament in the English Civil War; a Roundhead.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Parliament or its members




•
 
parliamentarian committees.










2.
 


‹historical›

 of or relating to the Roundheads.








III.
 
derivatives





parliamentarianism

 
/ˌpärləˌmenˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun





















parliamentary

 
/ˌpärləˈmen(t)ərē/






adjective




relating to, enacted by, or suitable for a parliament




•
 
parliamentary legislation.



















parliamentary law






noun




the rules that govern the conduct of legislatures and other deliberative bodies.













parliamentary procedure






noun



1.
 
a rule that defines how a particular situation is to be handled, or a particular outcome achieved, in a legislature or deliberative body.




2.
 
parliamentary law.













parlor

 
/ˈpärlər /

 


‹Brit.›

 parlour





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a sitting room in a private house.




2.
 
a room in a public building for receiving guests




•
 
the mayor's parlor.










3.
 
a room in a monastery or convent that is set aside for conversation.




4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a shop or business providing specified goods or services




•
 
an ice cream parlor




•
 
a funeral parlor.










5.
 
(also 
milking parlor

 )
 — a room or building equipped for milking cows.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹derogatory›

 denoting a person who professes but does not actively give support to a specified (especially radical) political view




•
 
parlor libertarians.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
parlur

 ‘place for speaking,’ from Latin 
parlare

 ‘speak.’





parlor car

 
/ˈpärlər kär/






noun




a luxuriously fitted railroad car, typically with individually reserved seats.













parlor game

 
/ˈpärlər ɡām/






noun




an indoor game, especially a word game.













parlor grand






noun




a grand piano intermediate in size between a concert grand and a baby grand.













parlormaid

 
/ˈpärlərˌmād/






noun






‹historical›

 a maid employed to serve at table.













parlous

 
/ˈpärləs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 full of danger or uncertainty; precarious




•
 
the parlous state of the economy.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 greatly or excessively




•
 
she is parlous handsome.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parlously






adverb













2.
 
parlousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of perilous
 .





parm

 
/pärm /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
Parmesan cheese




•
 
the steak medallions were encrusted with parm.










2.
 
a dish cooked or served with Parmesan cheese




•
 
the chicken parm was excellent




•
 
they use the same tomato sauce for all their parms.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation of Parmigiana
 or Parmesan
 .





Parma

 
/ˈpärmə/





I.
 
a province of northern Italy, south of the River Po in Emilia-Romagna.




II.
 
the capital of Parma; pop. 182,389 (2008). Founded by the Romans in 183 
BC

 , it became a bishopric in the 9th century 
AD

 and capital of the duchy of Parma and Piacenza in about 1547. The city is associated with the production of Parma ham
 and .




III.
 
a city in northeastern Ohio, south of Cleveland; pop. 77,947 (est. 2008).










Parma ham

 
/ˈpärmə ham/






noun




a type of ham that is eaten uncooked.













Parma violet






noun




a sweet violet of a variety with a heavy scent and lavender-colored flowers that are often crystallized and used for food decoration.













parma wallaby





I.
 
noun




a small dark brown Australian wallaby, restricted to the rain forests of New South Wales.

[
Macropus parma

 , family 
Macropodidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
parma

 (probably from a New South Wales Aboriginal language) was applied by George Robert Waterhouse (1810–88), English naturalist.





Parmenides

 
/pärˈmenəˌdēz/






(
fl.

 5th century 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. He founded the Eleatic school of philosophers. In his work 
On Nature

 , he maintained that the apparent motion and changing forms of the universe are in fact manifestations of an unchanging and indivisible reality.









Parmentier

 
/ˌpärmənˈtyā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
cooked or served with potatoes




•
 
soups such as potage Parmentier.

















– origin

 from the name of Antoine A. 
Parmentier

 (1737–1813), the French agriculturalist who popularized the potato in France.






Parmesan

 
/ˈpärməˌzän ˈpärməˌzan/





I.
 
noun




a hard, dry cheese used in grated form, especially on Italian dishes.








II.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a dish) cooked or served with Parmesan




•
 
we ordered the calamari, gnocchi, and veal Parmesan




•
 
the bolognese sauce was delicious, but the Parmesan risotto lacked flavor.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
parmigiano

 ‘of 
Parma

 ,’ where it was originally made.






Parmigiana

 
/ˌpärməˈZHänə/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of a dish) cooked or served with Parmesan cheese




•
 
eggplant Parmigiana.

















– origin

 Italian, feminine of 
Parmigiano

 ‘of Parma.’





Parnassian

 
/pärˈnasēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to poetry; poetic.




2.
 
of or relating to a group of French poets of the late 19th century who emphasized strictness of form, named from the anthology 
Le Parnasse contemporain

 (1866).








II.
 
noun




a member of the Parnassian group of French poets.













Parnassus, Mount






a mountain in central Greece, just north of Delphi, that rises to a height of 8,064 feet (2,457 m). Held to be sacred by the ancient Greeks, it was associated with Apollo and the Muses and was regarded as a symbol of poetry. Greek name 
Parnassós

 .









Parnell, Charles Stewart

 
/pärˈnel, ˈpärnl/





I.
 
(1846–91), Irish nationalist leader. He became leader of the Irish Home Rule faction in 1880 and raised the profile of Irish affairs through obstructive parliamentary tactics.




II.
 
derivatives





Parnellite

 
/-ˈnelīt /






adjective, noun





















parochial

 
/pəˈrōkēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a church parish




•
 
the parochial church council.










2.
 
having a limited or narrow outlook or scope




•
 
this worldview seems incredibly naive and parochial.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parochiality

 
/-ˌrōkēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
parochially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from ecclesiastical Latin 
parochialis

 ‘relating to an ecclesiastical district,’ from 
parochia

 (see parish
 ).





parochialism

 
/pəˈrōkēəlˌizəm/






noun




a limited or narrow outlook, especially focused on a local area; narrow-mindedness




•
 
accusations of parochialism.



















parochial school






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a private school supported by a particular church or parish.













parody

 
/ˈperədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imitation of the style of a particular writer, artist, or genre with deliberate exaggeration for comic effect




•
 
the movie is a parody of the horror genre




•
 
his provocative use of parody.










2.
 
an imitation or a version of something that falls far short of the real thing; a travesty




•
 
he seems like a parody of an educated Englishman.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce a humorously exaggerated imitation of (a writer, artist, or genre)




•
 
his specialty was parodying schoolgirl fiction.










2.
 
mimic humorously




•
 
he parodied his friend's voice.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parodic

 
/pəˈrädik /






adjective













2.
 
parodist

 
/ˈperədəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
parōidia

 ‘burlesque poem,’ from 
para-

 ‘beside’ (expressing alteration) + 
ōidē

 ‘ode.’






parol

 
/pəˈrōl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 given or expressed orally




•
 
the parol evidence.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a document) agreed orally, or in writing but not under seal




•
 
there was a parol agreement.














II.
 
phrases





by parol








[Law]

 by oral declaration.















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun): from Old French 
parole

 ‘word’ (see parole
 ).






parole

 
/pəˈrōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the release of a prisoner temporarily (for a special purpose) or permanently before the completion of a sentence, on the promise of good behavior




•
 
he committed a burglary while 
on parole

 .










2.
 


‹historical›

 a promise or undertaking given by a prisoner of war not to escape or, if released, not to engage in hostilities, or to return to custody under stated conditions.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 the actual linguistic behavior or performance of individuals, in contrast to the linguistic system of a community.

Contrasted with langue
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be paroled

 )


1.
 
release (a prisoner) on parole




•
 
he was paroled after serving nine months of a two-year sentence.














III.
 
derivatives





parolee

 
/pəˌrōˈlē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, literally ‘word,’ also ‘formal promise,’ from ecclesiastical Latin 
parabola

 ‘speech’; compare with parol
 .





paronomasia

 
/ˌperənōˈmāZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




a play on words; a pun.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
paronomasia

 , from 
para-

 ‘beside’ (expressing alteration) + 
onomasia

 ‘naming’ (from 
onomazein

 ‘to name,’ from 
onoma

 ‘a name’).






paronym

 
/ˈperəˌnim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word that is a derivative of another and has a related meaning




•
 
“wisdom” is a paronym of “wise.”










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word formed by adaptation of a foreign word




•
 
“preface” is a paronym of Latin “prefatio.”







Contrasted with heteronym
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paronymic

 
/ˌparəˈnimik /






adjective













2.
 
paronymous

 
/pəˈränəməs /






adjective













3.
 
paronymy

 
/pəˈränəmē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
parōnumon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
parōnumos

 ‘naming by modification,’ from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





Paros

 
/ˈparäs, ˈpe(ə)r-, ˈpärôs/






a Greek island in the southern Aegean Sea, in the Cyclades. It is noted for the translucent white Parian marble, quarried here since the 6th century 
BC

 .









parotid

 
/pəˈrädəd /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
adjective




relating to, situated near, or affecting a parotid gland.








II.
 
noun




short for parotid gland
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
parōtis

 , 
parōtid-

 , from 
para-

 ‘beside’ + 
ous

 , 
ōt-

 ‘ear.’






parotid gland






noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of large salivary glands situated just in front of each ear.













parotitis

 
/ˌperəˈtīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a parotid gland, especially (
infectious parotitis

 ) mumps.














-parous





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 bearing offspring of a specified number or reproducing in a specified manner




•
 
multiparous




•
 
viviparous.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-parus

 ‘-bearing’ (from 
parere

 ‘bring forth, produce’) + -ous
 .





Parousia

 
/pəˈro͞ozēə, ˌpäro͞oˈsēə/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Theology]

 another term for Second Coming
 .











– origin

 Greek, literally ‘being present.’





paroxysm

 
/ˈperəkˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden attack or violent expression of a particular emotion or activity




•
 


a paroxysm of

 weeping.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 a sudden recurrence or attack of a disease; a sudden worsening of symptoms.








II.
 
derivatives





paroxysmal

 
/ˌperəkˈsizm(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
paroxysme

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
paroxusmos

 , from 
paroxunein

 ‘exasperate,’ from 
para-

 ‘beyond’ + 
oxunein

 ‘sharpen’ (from 
oxus

 ‘sharp’).





paroxytone

 
/pəˈräksəˌtōn/





I.
 
adjective




(especially in ancient Greek) having an acute accent on the penultimate syllable.








II.
 
noun




a word with an paroxytone accent.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
paroxytonus

 , from Greek 
paroxutonos

 , from 
para-

 ‘alongside’ + 
oxutonos

 ‘sharp pitch.’





parpen

 
/ˈpärpən/





I.
 
noun




a stone passing through a wall from side to side, with two smooth vertical faces.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
parpain

 ‘length of a stone,’ probably based on Latin 
perpes

 ‘continuous.’





parquet

 
/pärˈkā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
parquet flooring

 )
 — flooring composed of wooden blocks arranged in a geometric pattern.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the ground floor of a theater or auditorium.




3.
 
(
the Parquet

 )
 — (in France and French-speaking countries) the branch of the administration of the law that deals with the prosecution of crime.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb, especially as 
parqueted

 ): from French, literally ‘small park (i.e., delineated area).’ The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





parquetry

 
/ˈpärkətrē/






noun




inlaid work of blocks of various woods arranged in a geometric pattern, especially for flooring or furniture.













parr

 
/pär/





I.
 
noun




a young salmon or trout between the stages of fry and smolt, distinguished by dark rounded patches evenly spaced along its sides.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





Parr, Katherine

 
/pär/






(1512–48), English queen; sixth and last wife of Henry VIII. Having married the king in 1543, she influenced his decision to restore the succession to his daughters Mary and Elizabeth (later Mary I and Elizabeth I respectively).










parricide

 
/ˈperəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of a parent or other near relative.




2.
 
a person who commits parricide.








II.
 
derivatives





parricidal

 
/ˌperəˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
parricidium

 ‘murder of a parent,’ with first element of unknown origin, but long associated with Latin 
pater

 ‘father’ and 
parens

 ‘parent.’





parrot

 
/ˈperət/





I.
 
noun




a bird, often vividly colored, with a short down-curved hooked bill, grasping feet, and a raucous voice, found especially in the tropics and feeding on fruits and seeds. Many are popular as cage birds, and some are able to mimic the human voice.

[Order 
Psittaciformes

 : numerous species, sometimes all placed in the family 
Psittacidae

 . The order also contains the cockatoos, lories, lovebirds, macaws, conures, and budgerigars.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repeat mechanically




•
 
encouraging students to parrot back information.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from dialect French 
perrot

 , diminutive of the male given name 
Pierre

 ‘Peter.’ Compare with parakeet
 .





parrotbill

 
/ˈperətˌbil/






noun




a titlike Asian songbird with brown and gray plumage and a short arched bill.

[Family 
Panuridae

 (or 
Paradoxornithidae

 ): two genera and several species.]













parrot fever

 
/ˈperət ˈfēvər/






noun




less formal term for psittacosis
 .













parrotfish

 
/ˈperətˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of brightly colored marine fish with a parrotlike beak, which they use to scrape food from coral and other hard surfaces.

[● a widespread fish of warm seas that may secrete a mucous cocoon to deter predators (family 
Scaridae

 : 
Scarus

 and other genera). ● an edible fish of the southern Indian ocean (
Oplegnathus conwayi

 , family 
Oplegnathidae

 ).]




2.
 


(Austral.)

 a brightly colored marine fish, especially one of the wrasse family.

[Several species in the family 
Labridae

 .]













parrotlet

 
/ˈparətlit/






noun




a tiny tropical American parrot with mainly green plumage and a short tail.

[Family 
Psittacidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Forpus

 and 
Touit

 , and several species.]













parrot tulip






noun




a cultivated tulip of a variety that has irregularly fringed or wavy petals, typically of two colors.













parry

 
/ˈperē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ward off (a weapon or attack), especially with a countermove




•
 
he parried the blow by holding his sword vertically.










2.
 
answer (a question or accusation) evasively




•
 
he parried questions from reporters outside the building.














II.
 
noun




an act of parrying




•
 
her question met with a polite parry.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably representing French 
parez!

 ‘ward off!,’ imperative of 
parer

 , from Italian 
parare

 ‘ward off.’





parse

 
/pärs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
analyze (a sentence) into its parts and describe their syntactic roles.




2.
 


[Computing]

 analyze (a string or text) into logical syntactic components, typically in order to test conformability to a logical grammar.




3.
 
examine or analyze minutely




•
 
he has always been quick to parse his own problems in public.














II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 an act of or the result obtained by parsing a string or a text.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Middle English 
pars

 ‘parts of speech,’ from Old French 
pars

 ‘parts’ (influenced by Latin 
pars

 ‘part’).





parsec

 
/ˈpärsek /

 
pc





I.
 
noun




a unit of distance used in astronomy, equal to about 3.26 light years (3.086 × 1013
 kilometers). One parsec corresponds to the distance at which the mean radius of the earth's orbit subtends an angle of one second of arc.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of parallax
 and second
 2
 .






Parsee

 
/ˌpärˈsē ˈpärsē /

 
Parsi





I.
 
noun




an adherent of Zoroastrianism, especially a descendant of those Zoroastrians who fled to India from Muslim persecution in Persia during the 7th–8th centuries.











– origin

 from Persian 
pārsī

 ‘Persian,’ from 
pārs

 ‘Persia.’





parser

 
/ˈpärsər/






noun






[Computing]

 a program for parsing.














Parsifal

 
/ˈpärsəfəl, -ˌfäl/






another name for Perceval
 .









parsimonious

 
/ˌpärsəˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling to spend money or use resources; stingy or frugal




•
 
parsimonious New Hampshire voters, who have a phobia about taxes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parsimoniously

 
/ˌpärsəˈmōnēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
parsimoniousness

 
/ˌpärsəˈmōnēəsnəs /






noun






















parsimony

 
/ˈpärsəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun




extreme unwillingness to spend money or use resources




•
 
a great tradition of public design has been shattered by government parsimony.














II.
 
phrases





principle (or law) of parsimony






the scientific principle that things are usually connected or behave in the simplest or most economical way, especially with reference to alternative evolutionary pathways.

Compare with Occam's razor
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
parsimonia

 , 
parcimonia

 , from 
parcere

 ‘be sparing.’





Parsippany–Troy Hills

 
/pärˌsipənēˌtroi ˈhilz/






a commercial and residential township in northern New Jersey; pop. 50,431 (est. 2008).









parsley

 
/ˈpärslē/





I.
 
noun




a biennial plant with white flowers and aromatic leaves that are either crinkly or flat and used as a culinary herb and for garnishing food.

[
Petroselinum crispum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 (or 
Apiaceae

 ; the 
parsley family

 ). Members of this family have their flowers arranged in umbels and are known as umbellifers; typical members include hogweed and hemlock as well as many food plants and herbs (carrot, parsnip, celery, fennel, anise).]











– origin

 Old English 
petersilie

 , via late Latin based on Greek 
petroselinon

 , from 
petra

 ‘rock’ + 
selinon

 ‘parsley,’ influenced in Middle English by Old French 
peresil

 , of the same origin.





parsnip

 
/ˈpärsnəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long tapering cream-colored root with a sweet flavor.




2.
 
the widely cultivated Eurasian plant of the parsley family that yields this root.

[
Pastinaca sativa

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pasnaie

 , from Latin 
pastinaca

 (related to 
pastinare

 ‘dig and trench the ground’). The change in the ending was due to association with neep
 .





parson

 
/ˈpärs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a beneficed member of the clergy; a rector or a vicar.




2.
 


‹informal›

 any member of the clergy, especially a Protestant one.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parsonic

 
/ˌpärˈsänik /






adjective













2.
 
parsonical

 
/pärˈsänikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
persone

 , from Latin 
persona

 ‘person’ (in medieval Latin ‘rector’).





parsonage

 
/ˈpärsənəj/






noun




a church house provided for a member of the clergy.













pars pro toto

 
/ˌpärz ˌprō ˈtōtō/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a part or aspect of something taken as representative of the whole.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘part for the whole.’






part

 
/pärt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece or segment of something such as an object, activity, or period of time, which combined with other pieces makes up the whole




•
 
divide the circle into three equal parts




•
 
the early part of 1989.










2.
 
an element or constituent that belongs to something and is essential to its nature




•
 
I was part of the family.










3.
 
a component of a machine




•
 
the production of aircraft parts.










4.
 
a measure allowing comparison between the amounts of different ingredients used in a mixture




•
 
repot plants in a mixture of three parts soil, one part sand.










5.
 
a specified fraction of a whole




•
 
they paid a twentieth part of the cost.










6.
 
a division of a book treated as a unit in which a particular topic is discussed.




7.
 
(
parts

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 short for private parts
 .




8.
 
some but not all of something




•
 
the painting tells only part of the story.










9.
 
a point on or area of something




•
 
hold the furthest part of your leg that you can reach.










10.
 
(
parts

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a region, especially one not clearly specified or delimited




•
 
they wanted to know why he was loitering in these parts.










11.
 
a character as represented in a play or movie; a role played by an actor or actress




•
 
she played a lot of leading parts




•
 
he took the part of Prospero.










12.
 
the words and directions to be learned and performed by an actor playing a role




•
 
she was memorizing a part.










13.
 


[Music]

 a melody or other constituent of harmony assigned to a particular voice or instrument in a musical work




•
 
he coped well with the percussion part.










14.
 
the contribution made by someone or something to an action or situation




•
 
he played a key part in ending the revolt




•
 
he may be jailed for his part in the robbery.










15.
 
the behavior appropriate to or expected of a person in a particular role or situation; a person's duty




•
 
in such a place his part is to make good.










16.
 
(
parts

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 abilities.




17.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a line of scalp revealed in a person's hair by combing the hair away in opposite directions on either side.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two things) move away from each other




•
 
his lips parted in a smile.










2.
 
divide to leave a central space


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
at that moment the mist parted




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she parted the ferns and looked between them.










3.
 
leave someone's company




•
 
there was a good deal of kissing and more congratulations before we parted.










4.
 
(
be parted

 )
 — leave the company of someone




•
 
she can't bear to be parted from her daughter again.










5.
 
(
part with

 )
 — give up possession of; hand over




•
 
even quite small companies parted with large sums.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — separate (the hair of the head on either side of the part) with a comb.








III.
 
adverb




to some extent; partly (often used to contrast different parts of something)




•
 
the city is now part slum, part consumer paradise.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
act the part






behave in a way appropriate to the particular role or situation that one is in.









2.
 
be part and parcel of






be an essential feature or element of




•
 
it's best to accept that some inconveniences are part and parcel of travel.















3.
 
for my (or his, her, etc.) part






used to focus attention on one person or group and distinguish them from others involved in a situation




•
 
for my part I was glad when the end of September came.















4.
 
in part






to some extent though not entirely




•
 
the cause of the illness is at least in part psychological.















5.
 
look the part






have an appearance or style of dress appropriate to a particular role or situation.









6.
 
a man of (many) parts






a man showing great ability in many different areas.









7.
 
on the part of (or on my, their, etc., part)






used to ascribe responsibility for something to someone




•
 
there was a series of errors on my part.















8.
 
part company





a.
 
(of two or more people) cease to be together; go in different directions




•
 
they parted company outside the Red Lion.










b.
 
(of two or more parties) cease to associate with each other, especially as the result of a disagreement




•
 
the chairman has 
parted company with

 the club.















9.
 
take part






join in an activity; be involved




•
 
we have come here to 
take part in

 a major game




•
 
they ran away and took no part in the battle.















10.
 
take the part of






give support and encouragement to (someone) in a dispute.















– origin

 Old English (denoting a part of speech), from Latin 
pars

 , 
part-

 . The verb (originally in Middle English in the sense ‘divide into parts’) is from Old French 
partir

 , from Latin 
partire

 , 
partiri

 ‘divide, share.’






partake

 
/pärˈtāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
partake in

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 join in (an activity)




•
 
visitors can partake in golfing or clay pigeon shooting.










2.
 
(
partake of

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 be characterized by (a quality)




•
 
the birth of twins became an event that partook of the mythic.










3.
 
(
partake of

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 eat or drink (something)




•
 
she had partaken of a cheese sandwich and a cup of coffee.














II.
 
derivatives





partaker

 
/pärˈtākər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: back-formation from earlier 
partaker

 ‘person who takes a part.’





parter

 
/ˈpärdər/






noun

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
a broadcast or published work with a specified number of parts




•
 
the first in a six-parter.



















parterre

 
/pärˈter/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a level space in a garden or yard occupied by an ornamental arrangement of flower beds.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the part of the ground floor of an auditorium in the rear and on the sides, especially the part beneath the balcony.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
par terre

 ‘on the ground.’





parthenocarpy

 
/ˈpärTHənōˌkärpē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the development of a fruit without prior fertilization.








II.
 
derivatives





parthenocarpic

 
/ˌpärTHənōˈkärpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Parthenocarpie

 , from Greek 
parthenos

 ‘virgin’ + 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’






parthenogenesis

 
/ˌpärTHənōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 reproduction from an ovum without fertilization, especially as a normal process in some invertebrates and lower plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
parthenogenetic

 
/ˌpärTH(ə)nōjəˈnedək /






adjective













2.
 
parthenogenetically

 
/ˌpärTH(ə)nōjəˈnedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
parthenos

 ‘virgin’ + 
genesis

 ‘creation.’





Parthenon

 
/ˈpärTHəˌnän/





I.
 
the temple of Athena Parthenos, built on the Acropolis in 447–432 
BC

 by Pericles to honor Athens' patron goddess and to commemorate the recent Greek victory over the Persians. It was designed by Ictinus and Callicrates with sculptures by Phidias.







– origin

 from Greek 
parthenos

 ‘virgin.’





parthenote

 
/ˈpärTHənōt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism produced from an unfertilized ovum, which is incapable of developing beyond the early embryonic stages.











– origin

 1930s: from parthenogenesis
 and zygote
 .





Parthia

 
/ˈpärTHēə/






an ancient kingdom that lay southeast of the Caspian Sea in present-day Iran. From 
c.

 250 
BC

 to 
c.

 
AD

 230 the Parthians ruled an empire stretching from the Euphrates to the Indus.









Parthian

 
/ˈpärTHēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the ancient kingdom of Parthia or its inhabitants




•
 
he pursued a Parthian army into the Syrian desert.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the ancient kingdom of Parthia




•
 
he was captured by the Parthians.



















Parthian shot

 
/ˈpärTHēən SHät/





I.
 
noun




another term for parting shot
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because of the trick used by Parthians of shooting arrows backward while in real or pretended flight.





partial

 
/ˈpärSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing only in part; incomplete




•
 
a question to which we have only partial answers.










2.
 
favoring one side in a dispute above the other; biased




•
 
the paper gave a distorted and very partial view of the situation.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
partial to

 )
 — having a liking for




•
 
you know I'm partial to bacon and eggs.














II.
 
noun






[Music]

 a component of a musical sound; an overtone or harmonic




•
 
the upper partials of the string.














III.
 
derivatives





partialness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘inclined to favor one party in a cause’): from Old French 
parcial

 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective), French 
partiel

 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective), from late Latin 
partialis

 , from 
pars

 , 
part-

 ‘part.’






partial-birth abortion






noun




a late-term abortion of a fetus that has already died, or is killed before being completely removed from the mother.













partial derivative






noun






[Mathematics]

 a derivative of a function of two or more variables with respect to one variable, the other(s) being treated as constant.













partial differential equation






noun






[Mathematics]

 an equation containing one or more partial derivatives.













partial eclipse

 
/ˈpärSHəl əˈklips ēˈklips/






noun




an eclipse of a celestial body in which only part of the luminary is obscured or darkened.













partial fraction






noun






[Mathematics]

 each of two or more fractions into which a more complex fraction can be decomposed as a sum.













partiality

 
/ˌpärSHēˈalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
unfair bias in favor of one thing or person compared with another; favoritism




•
 
an attack on the partiality of judges.










2.
 
a particular liking or fondness for something




•
 
she spoke openly, not concealing her 
partiality for

 him.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
parcialite

 , from medieval Latin 
partialitas

 , based on Latin 
pars

 , 
part-

 ‘part.’





partially

 
/ˈpärSHəlē/






adverb




only in part; to a limited extent




•
 
the work partially fulfills the function of a historical memoir




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a partially open door.



















partial order

 
partial ordering






noun






[Mathematics]

 a transitive antisymmetric relation among the elements of a set, which does not necessarily apply to each pair of elements.













partial pressure

 
/ˈpärSHəl ˈpreSHər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the pressure that would be exerted by one of the gases in a mixture if it occupied the same volume on its own.













partial product






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the product of one term of a multiplicand and one term of its multiplier.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the product of the first 
n

 terms of a large or infinite series, where 
n

 is a finite integer (including 1).













partible

 
/ˈpärdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




involving or denoting a system of inheritance in which a deceased person's estate is divided equally among the heirs.








II.
 
derivatives





partibility

 
/ˌpärtəˈbilətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘able to be parted’): from late Latin 
partibilis

 , from Latin 
partiri

 ‘divide into parts.’





participant

 
/ˌpärˈtisəpənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes part in something




•
 
eager students would become firsthand 
participants in

 an archaeological exploration.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
participant-

 , literally ‘sharing in,’ from the verb 
participare

 (see participate
 ).






participate

 
/pärˈtisəˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part




•
 
thousands 
participated in

 a nationwide strike.










2.
 
(
participate of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 have or possess (a particular quality)




•
 
both members participate of harmony.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
participative

 
/-ˌpātiv, -pətiv /






adjective













2.
 
participator

 
/pärˈtisiˌpādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
participat-

 ‘shared in,’ from the verb 
participare

 , based on 
pars

 , 
part-

 ‘part’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





participation

 
/pärˌtisəˈpāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of taking part in something




•
 


participation in

 church activities




•
 
the scheme is based on employer participation.



















participatory

 
/pärˈtisəpəˌtôrē/






adjective




involving or characterized by participation




•
 
a highly participatory approach to teaching and learning




•
 
participatory democratic processes.



















participial adjective

 
/ˌpärdəˌsipēəl ˈajəktiv/






noun






[Grammar]

 an adjective that is a participle in origin and form, such as 
burned

 , 
cutting

 , 
engaged

 .














participle

 
/ˈpärdəˌsip(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word formed from a verb (e.g., 
going

 , 
gone

 , 
being

 , 
been

 ) and used as an adjective (e.g., 
working woman

 , 
burned toast

 ) or a noun (e.g., 
good breeding

 ). In English, participles are also used to make compound verb forms (e.g., 
is going

 , 
has been

 ).

Compare with gerund
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
participial

 
/ˌpärdəˈsipēəl /






adjective













2.
 
participially

 
/ˌpärtəˈsipēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, by-form of 
participe

 , from Latin 
participium

 ‘(verbal form) sharing (the functions of a noun),’ from 
participare

 ‘share in.’






particle

 
/ˈpärdək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a minute portion of matter




•
 
tiny 
particles of

 dust.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — the least possible amount




•
 
he agrees without hearing the least particle of evidence.










3.
 


[Physics]

 another term for elementary particle
 .




4.
 


[Physics]

 another term for subatomic particle
 .




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a hypothetical object having mass but no physical size.




6.
 


[Grammar]

 a minor function word that has comparatively little meaning and does not inflect, in particular




7.
 
(in English) any of the class of words such as 
in

 , 
up

 , 
off

 , 
over

 , used with verbs to make phrasal verbs.




8.
 
(in ancient Greek) any of the class of words such as 
de

 and 
ge

 , used for contrast and emphasis.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
particula

 ‘little part,’ diminutive of 
pars

 , 
part-

 .






particle accelerator

 
/ˈpärdəkəl əkˈseləˌrādər akˈseləˌrādər/






noun




an apparatus for accelerating subatomic particles to high velocities by means of electric or electromagnetic fields. The accelerated particles are generally made to collide with other particles, either as a research technique or for the generation of high-energy X-rays and gamma rays.













particle beam






noun




a concentrated stream of subatomic particles, generated in order to cause collisions between particles that will shed new light on their nature and structure.














particleboard

 
/ˈpärdikəlˌbôrd/






noun




material made in rigid sheets or panels from compressed wood chips and resin, often coated or veneered, and used in furniture, buildings, etc., where a stronger material is not required.













particle physics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics that deals with the properties, relationships, and interactions of subatomic particles.













parti-colored

 
/ˈpärdēˌkələrd /

 
particolored





I.
 
adjective




having or consisting of two or more different colors




•
 
their wonderful parti-colored light effects.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from the adjective party
 2
 + colored
 .






particular

 
/pə(r)ˈtikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to single out an individual member of a specified group or class




•
 
the action seems to discriminate against a particular group of companies.










2.
 


[Logic]

 denoting a proposition in which something is asserted of some but not all of a class.

Contrasted with universal
 .




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — especially great or intense




•
 
when handling or checking cash the cashier should exercise particular care.










4.
 
insisting that something should be correct or suitable in every detail; fastidious




•
 
she is very 
particular about

 cleanliness.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 an individual item, as contrasted with a universal quality.




2.
 
a detail




•
 
he is wrong 
in every particular

 .










3.
 
(
particulars

 )
 — detailed information about someone or something




•
 
a clerk took the woman's particulars.














III.
 
phrases





in particular






especially (used to show that a statement applies to one person or thing more than any other)




•
 
he socialized with the other young people, one boy in particular.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
particuler

 , from Latin 
particularis

 ‘concerning a small part,’ from 
particula

 ‘small part.’






Particular Baptist






noun




a member of a Baptist denomination holding the doctrine of the election and redemption of some but not all people.













particular integral






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for particular solution
 .













particularism

 
/pərˈtikyələˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
exclusive attachment to one's own group, party, or nation.




2.
 
the principle of leaving each state in an empire or federation free to govern itself and promote its own interests, without reference to those of the whole.




3.
 


[Theology]

 the doctrine that some but not all people are elected and redeemed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
particularist

 
/pərˈtikyələrəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
particularistic

 
/-ˌtikyələˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
particularisme

 , modern Latin 
particularismus

 , and German 
Partikularismus

 , based on Latin 
particularis

 ‘concerning a small part.’





particularity

 
/pərˌtikyo͞oˈlerətē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being individual




•
 
the central figures of his novels are stripped of their particularity.










2.
 
fullness or minuteness of detail in the treatment of something




•
 
parties must present their case with some degree of accuracy and particularity.










3.
 
(
particularities

 )
 — small details




•
 
the tedious particularities of daily life




•
 
he wanted to disregard the particularities and establish general laws.










4.
 


[Christian Theology]

 God's incarnation as Jesus as a particular person at a particular time and place.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as 
particularities

 ‘details’): from Old French 
particularite

 or late Latin 
particularitas

 , from Latin 
particularis

 ‘concerning a small part.’





particularize

 
/pə(r)ˈtikyələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 mention or describe particularly; treat individually or in detail




•
 
he was unable to particularize what amounts he had paid and when.














II.
 
derivatives





particularization

 
/-ˌtikyələriˈzāSHən, pə(r)ˌtikyələˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun





















particularly

 
/pə(r)ˈtikyələrlē/






adverb



1.
 
to a higher degree than is usual or average




•
 
I don't particularly want to be reminded of that time




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
particularly able students.










2.
 
used to single out a subject to which a statement is especially applicable




•
 
the team's defense is excellent, particularly their two center backs.










3.
 
so as to give special emphasis to a point; specifically




•
 
he particularly asked that I should help you.




















particular solution






noun






[Mathematics]

 the most general form of the solution of a differential equation, containing arbitrary constants.













particulate

 
/pärˈtikyələt pärˈtikyəˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or in the form of minute separate particles




•
 
particulate pollution.














II.
 
noun

 — (
particulates

 )


1.
 
matter in particulate form.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
particula

 ‘particle’ + -ate
 2
 .





parting

 
/ˈpärdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of leaving or being separated from someone




•
 
they exchanged a few words on parting




•
 
her parting from Stephen.










2.
 
the action of dividing something into parts




•
 
the parting of the Red Sea.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a part in the hair.








II.
 
phrases





a (or the) parting of the ways






a point at which two people must separate or at which a decision must be taken




•
 
the best course is to seek an amicable parting of the ways.
























parting shot






noun




a final remark, typically a cutting one, made by someone at the moment of departure




•
 
as her parting shot she told me never to phone her again.



















parti pris

 
/ˌpärtē ˈprē/





I.
 
noun




a preconceived view; a bias.








II.
 
adjective




prejudiced; biased.











– origin

 French, literally ‘side taken.’






partisan

 
/ˈpärdəzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong supporter of a party, cause, or person.




2.
 
a member of an armed group formed to fight secretly against an occupying force, in particular one operating in enemy-occupied Yugoslavia, Italy, and parts of eastern Europe in World War II.








II.
 
adjective




prejudiced in favor of a particular cause




•
 
newspapers have become increasingly partisan.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, via Italian dialect from Italian 
partigiano

 , from 
parte

 ‘part’ (from Latin 
pars

 , 
part-

 ).





partisanship

 
/ˈpärdəzənˌSHip/






noun




prejudice in favor of a particular cause; bias




•
 
an act of blatant political partisanship.



















partita

 
/pärˈtēdə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a suite, typically for a solo instrument or chamber ensemble.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘divided off,’ feminine past participle of 
partire

 .






partite

 
/ˈpärtīt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
divided into parts.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (especially of a leaf or an insect's wing) divided to or nearly to the base.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
partitus

 ‘divided up,’ past participle of 
partiri

 .





partition

 
/pärˈtiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially with reference to a country with separate areas of government) the action or state of dividing or being divided into parts




•
 
the country's partition into separate states.










2.
 
a structure dividing a space into two parts, especially a light interior wall.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the distribution of a solute between two immiscible or slightly miscible solvents in contact with one another, in accordance with its differing solubility in each.




4.
 


[Computing]

 each of a number of portions into which some operating systems divide memory or storage.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into parts




•
 
an agreement was reached to partition the country.










2.
 
divide (a room) into smaller rooms or areas by erecting partitions




•
 
the hall was partitioned to contain the noise of the computers.










3.
 
(
partition something off

 )
 — separate a part of a room from the rest by erecting a partition




•
 
partition off part of a large bedroom to create a small bathroom.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
partitioner






noun













2.
 
partitionist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
partitio(n-)

 , from 
partiri

 ‘divide into parts.’





partition coefficient






noun






[Chemistry]

 the ratio of the concentrations of a solute in two immiscible or slightly miscible liquids, or in two solids, when it is in equilibrium across the interface between them.













partitive

 
/ˈpärdədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




(of a grammatical construction or case) referring to only a part of a whole, for example 
a slice of bacon

 , 
a series of accidents

 , 
some of the children

 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a partitive construction.




2.
 
a noun or pronoun used as the first term in a partitive construction.








III.
 
derivatives





partitively






adverb





















partitive genitive






noun






[Grammar]

 a genitive used to indicate a whole divided into or regarded in parts, expressed in English by 
of

 as in 
most of us

 .













partizan

 
/ˈpärdəzən/






noun, adjective




old-fashioned spelling of partisan
 .













partly

 
/ˈpärtlē/






adverb




to some extent; not completely




•
 
the result is partly a matter of skill and partly of chance




•
 
you're only partly right.




















partner

 
/ˈpärtnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who takes part in an undertaking with another or others, especially in a business or company with shared risks and profits.




2.
 
either of two people dancing together or playing a game or sport on the same side.




3.
 
either member of a married couple or of an established unmarried couple




•
 
she lived with her partner.










4.
 
a person with whom one has sex; a lover.




5.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 
‹dialect›

 a friendly form of address by one man to another




•
 
how you doing, partner?










6.
 
(
partners

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 a timber framework secured to and strengthening the deck of a wooden ship around a hole for a mast.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the partner of




•
 
young farmers who partnered Isabel to the village dance.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 associate as partners




•
 
I never expected to 
partner with

 a man like you.














III.
 
derivatives





partnerless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of 
parcener

 ‘partner, joint heir,’ from Anglo-Norman French 
parcener

 , based on Latin 
partitio(n-)

 ‘partition.’ The change in the first syllable was due to association with part
 .





partners' desk

 
partnership desk






noun




a large flat-topped desk with space for two people to sit opposite each other.













partnership

 
/ˈpärtnərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the state of being a partner or partners




•
 
we should go on working together in partnership.










2.
 
an association of two or more people as partners




•
 
an increase in partnerships with housing associations.










3.
 
a business or firm owned and run by two or more partners.




4.
 
a position as one of the partners in a business or firm.













part of speech






noun




a category to which a word is assigned in accordance with its syntactic functions. In English the main parts of speech are noun, pronoun, adjective, determiner, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection.













Parton, Dolly

 
/ˈpärtn/






(1946–), US country singer and songwriter; full name 
Dolly Rebecca Parton

 . She also made a number of movies, including 
Nine to Five

 (1980) and 
Steel Magnolias

 (1989), and she founded Dollywood, a theme park in Tennessee.









partook

 
/pärˈto͝ok/






past of partake
 .









partridge

 
/ˈpärtrij/





I.
 
noun




a short-tailed game bird with mainly brown plumage, native to Eurasia.

[Family 
Phasianidae

 : several genera and many species, in particular the 
gray partridge

 (
Perdix perdix

 ), introduced into the northern US, and the 
red-legged partridge

 (
Alectoris rufa

 ), introduced into Colorado.]











– origin

 Middle English 
partrich

 , from Old French 
pertriz

 , 
perdriz

 , from Latin 
perdix

 .





partridgeberry

 
/ˈpärtrijˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a creeping North American plant of the madder family with red berries that are a favored food of game birds.

[
Mitchella repens

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the partridgeberry plant.













partridge pea






noun






(US)

 a yellow-flowered leguminous plant with sensitive leaves.

[
Cassia fasciculata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













part song






noun




an unaccompanied secular song with three or more voice parts, typically homophonic rather than contrapuntal in style.













part-time





I.
 
adjective, adverb




for only part of the usual working day or week


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
part-time jobs




•
 
a part-time teacher




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he only worked part-time.














II.
 
derivatives





part-timer

 
/ˈˌpärt ˈˌtīmər /






noun






















parturient

 
/pärˈt(y)o͝orēənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 (of a woman or female mammal) about to give birth; in labor.








II.
 
noun




a parturient woman.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
parturient-

 ‘being in labor,’ from the verb 
parturire

 , inceptive of 
parere

 ‘bring forth.’





parturition

 
/ˌpärCHo͝oˈriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 the action of giving birth to young; childbirth




•
 
the weeks following parturition.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
parturitio(n-)

 , from 
parturire

 ‘be in labor’ (see parturient
 ).





partway

 
/ˈpärtˌwā ˌpärtˈwā/






adverb




part of the way




•
 


partway along

 the corridor he stopped.



















party1


 
/ˈpärdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a social gathering of invited guests, typically involving eating, drinking, and entertainment




•
 
an engagement party.










2.
 
a formally constituted political group, typically operating on a national basis, that contests elections and attempts to form or take part in a government




•
 
the party's conservative mainstream.










3.
 
a group of people taking part in a particular activity or trip, especially one for which they have been chosen




•
 
the fishing party.










4.
 
a person or people forming one side in an agreement or dispute




•
 
a contract between two parties.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a person, especially one with specified characteristics




•
 
will you help the party on line 2?














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 enjoy oneself at a party or other lively gathering, typically with drinking and music




•
 
put on your glad rags and party!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or come) late to the party








‹informal›

 become aware of or get involved in something long after others




•
 
I didn't get into Nirvana until after MTV Unplugged came out—I'm always late to the party




•
 
though they have come late to the party, their cloud storage solution seems to be catching up.















2.
 
be (a) party to






be involved in




•
 
I felt a wave of revulsion at the manipulations I'd been party to.


















IV.
 
derivatives





partier






noun






‹informal›





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a body of people united in opposition to others, also in 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
partie

 , based on Latin 
partiri

 ‘divide into parts.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 18th cent.






party2


 
/ˈpärdē/





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 divided into parts of different tinctures




•
 
party per fess, or, and azure.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘particolored’): from Old French 
parti

 ‘parted,’ based on Latin 
partitus

 ‘divided into parts’ (from the verb 
partiri

 ).





party animal






noun






‹informal›

 a very gregarious and outgoing person who enjoys parties and similar social activities.




•
 
a buzzing bar makes this a good place for party animals.



















party boat






noun




a boat available for renting by a group of people who want to go fishing.













party favor






noun




a gift, usually small and inexpensive, given to guests at a party.













party foul






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an act or instance of unpleasant or unacceptable behavior at a party or other social gathering




•
 
he nearly caused a major party foul by knocking over another person's cup.



















party-giver






noun




a person hosting a party




•
 
she became an enthusiastic party-giver.



















partygoer

 
/ˈpärdēˌɡōər/






noun




a person attending a party.













party line

 
/ˈpärdē ˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
a policy, or the policies collectively, officially adopted by a political party




•
 
they rarely fail to toe the party line




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a party-line voter.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a telephone line or circuit shared by two or more subscribers.













party list






noun




a voting system used with proportional representation, in which people vote for a party rather than a candidate. Each party is assigned a number of seats that reflects its share of the vote.













party political broadcast






noun




a television or radio program on which a representative of a political party presents material intended to foster support for it.













party politics

 
/ˈpärdē ˈpälətiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
politics that relate to political parties rather than to the good of the general public.













party pooper





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who throws gloom over social enjoyment




•
 
I hate to be a party pooper, but I've got to catch the last train.














II.
 
derivatives





party-pooping






noun





















party wall

 
/ˈpärdē ˌwôl/






noun




a wall common to two adjoining buildings or rooms.













parure

 
/pəˈro͝or/





I.
 
noun




a set of jewels intended to be worn together.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
parer

 ‘adorn.’





par value






noun




the nominal value of a bond, share of stock, or a coupon as indicated in writing on the document or specified by charter.














Parvati

 
/ˈpärvədē /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
a benevolent goddess, wife of Shiva, mother of Ganesh and Skanda, often identified in her malevolent aspect with Durga and Kali.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Pārvatī

 , literally ‘daughter of the mountain.’





parve

 
/ˈpärvə/






noun




variant spelling of pareve
 .













parvenu

 
/ˈpärvəˌn(y)o͞o /

 

‹often derogatory›






I.
 
noun




a person of obscure origin who has gained wealth, influence, or celebrity




•
 
the political inexperience of a parvenu




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he concealed the details of his parvenu lifestyle.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘arrived,’ past participle of 
parvenir

 , from Latin 
pervenire

 ‘come to, reach.’





parvis

 
/ˈpärvəs/





I.
 
noun




an enclosed area in front of a cathedral or church, typically one that is surrounded with colonnades or porticoes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, based on late Latin 
paradisus

 ‘paradise,’ in the Middle Ages denoting a court in front of St. Peter's, Rome.





parvovirus

 
/ˈpärvōˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a class of very small viruses chiefly affecting animals, especially one (
canine parvovirus

 ) that causes contagious disease in dogs.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
parvus

 ‘small’ + virus
 .





pas

 
/pä/





I.
 
noun




a step in dancing, especially in classical ballet.











– origin

 French.





PAS






abbreviation




power-assisted steering.













Pasadena

 
/ˌpasəˈdēnə/





I.
 
a city in California, in the San Gabriel Mountains, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 143,080 (est. 2008). It is the site of the Rose Bowl stadium.




II.
 
an industrial port city in southeastern Texas, on the eastern side of Houston; pop. 146,439 (est. 2008).









Pascagoula

 
/ˌpaskəˈɡo͞olə/






an industrial port city in southeastern Mississippi, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 23,609 (est. 2008).









pascal

 
/ˈpask(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of pressure, equal to one newton per square meter (approximately 0.000145 pounds per square inch, or 9.9 × 106
 atmospheres).











– origin

 1950s: named after B. 
Pascal

 (see Pascal, Blaise
 ).





Pascal

 
/paˈskal /

 
PASCAL






noun




a high-level structured computer programming language used for teaching and general programming.














Pascal, Blaise

 
/paˈskal, päˈskäl/






(1623–62), French mathematician, physicist, and religious philosopher. He founded the theory of probabilities, but is best known for deriving the principle that the pressure of a fluid at rest is transmitted equally in all directions.









Pascal's triangle






noun






[Mathematics]

 a triangular array of numbers in which those at the ends of the rows are 1 and each of the others is the sum of the nearest two numbers in the row above (the apex, 1, being at the top).













Pascal's wager






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the argument that it is in one's own best interest to behave as if God exists, since the possibility of eternal punishment in hell outweighs any advantage of believing otherwise.













paschal

 
/ˈpask(ə)l ˈpaSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 of or relating to Easter.




2.
 


‹formal›

 of or relating to the Jewish Passover.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from ecclesiastical Latin 
paschalis

 , from 
pascha

 ‘feast of Passover,’ via Greek and Aramaic from Hebrew 
Pesaḥ

 ‘Passover.’





paschal candle

 
/ˈpaskəl ˈpaSHəl ˈkandl/






noun






[Christian Church]

 a large candle blessed and lit on Holy Saturday and placed by the altar until Pentecost.













paschal lamb

 
/ˈpaskəl ˈpaSHəl lam/






noun



1.
 
a lamb sacrificed at Passover.




2.
 
Christ.













Paschen series

 
/ˈpäSHən ˌsirēz /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a series of lines in the infrared spectrum of atomic hydrogen, between 1.88 and 0.82 micrometers.







– origin

 1920s: named after L. C. H. Friedrich 
Paschen

 (1865–1947), German physicist.





pas de basque

 
/ˌpä də ˈbäsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ballet step in three beats, with a circular movement of the front leg on the second beat.




2.
 
(especially in jigs and reels) a step in three beats with one long and two short movements, transferring weight from one foot to the other.











– origin

 French, literally ‘step of a Basque.’





pas de bourrée

 
/ˌpä də bo͞oˈrā/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a sideways step in which one foot crosses behind or in front of the other.











– origin

 French, literally ‘bourrée step.’





pas de chat

 
/ˌpä də ˈSHä/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a jump in which each foot in turn is raised to the opposite knee.











– origin

 French, literally ‘step of a cat.’





pas de deux

 
/ˌpä də ˈdo͝o/





I.
 
noun




a dance for two people, typically a man and a woman.











– origin

 French, literally ‘step of two.’





pas de quatre

 
/ˌpä də ˈkatrə/





I.
 
noun




a dance for four people.











– origin

 French, literally ‘step of four.’





pas de trois

 
/ˌpä də ˈtwä/





I.
 
noun




a dance for three people.











– origin

 French, literally ‘step of three.’





pase

 
/päˈsā/





I.
 
noun




a maneuver with the cape in bullfighting, the purpose of which is to get the bull's attention.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘let him pass.’





paseo

 
/pəˈsāō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leisurely walk or stroll, especially one taken in the evening; a promenade (used with reference to the tradition of taking such a walk in Spain or Spanish-speaking communities).




2.
 
(also 
paseo de cuadrillas

 )
 — a parade of bullfighters into the arena at the beginning of a bullfight.




3.
 


(US)

 a plaza or walkway for strolling.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘step.’





pash

 
/paSH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a brief infatuation




•
 
Kath's got 
a pash on

 him.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of passion
 .





pasha

 
/ˈpäSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pacha

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the title of a Turkish officer of high rank.




2.
 
(
two-tailed pasha

 )
 — a large orange-brown butterfly with two tails on each hind wing and complex patterns on the underwings, occurring around the Mediterranean and in Africa.

[
Charaxes jasius

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Turkish 
paşa

 , from Pahlavi 
pati

 ‘lord’ + 
šāh

 ‘shah.’





pashm

 
/ˈpaSHəm/





I.
 
noun




the soft underfur of some Tibetan and Indian goats, of which cashmere represents a particularly fine and soft type.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Persian 
pašm

 ‘wool.’





pashmina

 
/paSHˈmēnə/





I.
 
noun




fine-quality material made from goat's wool.











– origin

 Persian, from 
pašm

 ‘wool, down.’






Pashto

 
/ˈpaSHˌtō/





I.
 
noun




the Iranian language of the Pashtuns, also spoken in northern areas of Pakistan, that is an official language of Afghanistan.











– origin

 the name in Pashto.






Pashtun

 
/pəSHˈto͞on /

 
Pakhtun





I.
 
noun




a member of a Pashto-speaking people inhabiting southern Afghanistan and northwestern Pakistan.

Also called Pathan
 .











– origin

 from Pashto 
paštūn

 .





Pasiphaë

 
/pəˈsifəˌē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Minos and mother of the Minotaur.









paskha

 
/ˈpäskə /

 
pashka





I.
 
noun




a rich Russian dessert made with soft cheese, dried fruit, nuts, and spices, and traditionally eaten at Easter.











– origin

 Russian, literally ‘Easter.’





paso doble

 
/ˌpasō ˈdōblā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fast-paced ballroom dance based on a Latin American style of marching.




2.
 
a piece of music for the paso doble, typically in duple time.











– origin

 1920s: from Spanish, literally ‘double step.’





Pasolini, Pier Paolo

 
/ˌpasəˈlēnē, ˌpä-/






(1922–75), Italian movie director and novelist. A Marxist, he drew on his experiences in the slums of Rome for his work, but became recognized for his controversial, bawdy literary adaptations, such as 
The Gospel According to St. Matthew

 (1964) and 
The Canterbury Tales

 (1972).









paspalum

 
/ˈpaspələm/





I.
 
noun




a grass of warm and tropical regions that is grown for fodder, erosion control, and as a pasture grass.

[Genus 
Paspalum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
paspalos

 , denoting a kind of millet.





pasqueflower

 
/ˈpaskˌflou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a spring-flowering plant of the buttercup family, with purple or white flowers.

[Genera 
Anemone

 and 
Pulsatilla

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
A. patens

 and the Eurasian 
P. vulgaris

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as 
passeflower

 ): from French 
passe-fleur

 . The change in spelling of the first word was due to association with archaic 
pasque

 ‘Easter’ (because of the plant's early flowering).





pasquinade

 
/ˌpaskwəˈnād/





I.
 
noun




a satire or lampoon, originally one displayed or delivered publicly in a public place.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
pasquinata

 , from 
Pasquino

 , the name of a statue in Rome on which abusive Latin verses were posted annually.






pass1


 
/pas/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move in a specified direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he passed through towns and villages




•
 
the shells from the Allied guns were passing very low overhead




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he passed a weary hand across his forehead




•
 
pass an electric current through it.










2.
 
change from one state or condition to another




•
 
homes that have passed from public to private ownership.










3.
 


‹euphemistic›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 die (used euphemistically)




•
 
his father had passed to the afterlife




•
 
she 
passed away

 peacefully in her sleep




•
 
a good and decent man has 
passed on

 .










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — go past or across; leave behind or on one side in proceeding




•
 
she passed a rest area with a pay phone




•
 
the two vehicles had no room to pass each other




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we will not let you pass.










5.
 
go beyond the limits of; surpass; exceed




•
 
this item has passed its sell-by date.










6.
 


[Tennis]

 hit a winning shot past (an opponent).




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of time or a point in time) elapse; go by




•
 
the day and night passed slowly




•
 
the moment had passed.










8.
 
happen; be done or said




•
 
not another word 
passed between

 them




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
this fact has passed almost unnoticed.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spend or use up (a period of time)




•
 
this was how they 
passed the time

 .










10.
 
come to an end




•
 
the danger had passed.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transfer (something) to someone, especially by handing or bequeathing it to the next person in a series




•
 
your letter has been passed to Mr. Rich for action




•
 
please pass the fish




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he passed her a cup.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be transferred from one person or place to another, especially by inheritance




•
 
infections can pass from mother to child at birth




•
 
if Ann remarried the estate would 
pass to

 her new husband.










13.
 
(in football, soccer, hockey, and other games) throw, kick, or hit (the ball or puck) to another player on one's own team.




14.
 
put (something, especially money) into circulation




•
 
persons who have passed bad checks.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of money) circulate; be current




•
 
cash was passing briskly.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a candidate) be successful in (an examination, test, or course)




•
 
she passed her driving test.










17.
 
judge the performance or standard of (someone or something) to be satisfactory


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
he was passed fit by army doctors.










18.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be accepted as adequate; go uncensured




•
 
she couldn't agree, but 
let it pass






•
 
her rather revealing dress passed without comment.










19.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pass as/for

 )
 — be accepted as or taken for




•
 
he could pass for a native of Sweden.










20.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a legislative or other official body) approve or put into effect (a proposal or law) by voting on it




•
 
the bill was passed despite fierce opposition.










21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a proposal or law) be examined and approved by (a legislative body or process)




•
 
the bill passed by 164 votes to 107.










22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pronounce (a judgment or judicial sentence)




•
 


passing

 judgment 
on

 these crucial issues




•
 
it is now my duty to 
pass

 sentence 
upon

 you.










23.
 
utter (something, especially criticism)




•
 
she would pass remarks about the Paxtons in their own house.










24.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pass on/upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 adjudicate or give a judgment on




•
 
a jury could not be trusted to pass upon the question of Endicott's good faith.










25.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — discharge (something, especially urine or feces) from the body




•
 
frequency of passing urine.










26.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — forgo one's turn in a game or an offered opportunity




•
 
we 
pass on

 dessert and have coffee.










27.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — said when one does not know the answer to a question, for example in a quizzing game




•
 
to the enigmatic question we answered “Pass.”










28.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a company) not declare or pay (a dividend).




29.
 


[Bridge]

 make no bid when it is one's turn during an auction.




30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 make no bid in response to (one's partner's bid)




•
 
East had passed his partner's opening bid of one club.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of moving past or through something




•
 
repeated passes with the swipe card




•
 
an unmarked plane had been making passes over his house.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an amorous or sexual advance made to someone




•
 
she 
made a pass at

 Stephen.










3.
 
an act of passing the hands over anything, as in conjuring or hypnotism.




4.
 
a thrust in fencing.




5.
 
a juggling trick.




6.
 


[Bridge]

 an act of refraining from bidding during the auction.




7.
 


[Computing]

 a single scan through a set of data or a program.




8.
 
a successful completion of an examination or course


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a 100 percent pass rate.










9.
 


(US)

 the grade indicating this.




10.
 


(Brit.)

 an achievement of a university degree without honors


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pass degree.










11.
 
a card, ticket, or permit giving authorization for the holder to enter or have access to a place, form of transportation, or event.




12.
 
(in football, soccer, hockey, and other games) an act of throwing, kicking, or hitting the ball or puck to another player on the same team.




13.
 
a state or situation of a specified, usually bad or difficult, nature




•
 
this is a sad pass for a fixture that used to crackle with excitement.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come to a pretty pass






reach a bad or regrettable state of affairs.









2.
 
pass the baton






see baton
 .









3.
 
pass the buck






see buck
 3
 .









4.
 
pass one's eye over






read (a document) cursorily.









5.
 
pass the hat






see hat
 .









6.
 
pass one's lips






see lip
 .









7.
 
pass muster






see muster
 .









8.
 
pass the parcel






see parcel
 .









9.
 
pass the time of day






see time
 .









10.
 
pass water






urinate.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pass someone by






happen without being noticed or fully experienced by someone




•
 
sometimes I feel that life is passing me by.















2.
 
pass off






(of proceedings) happen or be carried through in a specified, usually satisfactory, way




•
 
the weekend had passed off entirely without incident.















3.
 
pass something off





a.
 
evade or lightly dismiss an awkward remark




•
 
he made a light joke and passed it off.










b.
 


[Basketball]

 throw the ball to a teammate who is unguarded




•
 
he scored eight times and passed off six assists.















4.
 
pass someone/something off as






falsely represent a person or thing as (something else)




•
 
the drink was packaged in champagne bottles and was being passed off as the real stuff.















5.
 
pass out





a.
 
become unconscious




•
 
he consumed enough alcohol to make him pass out.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 complete one's initial training in the armed forces.




c.
 
(of bridge players) not play a hand because all players have passed.









6.
 
pass someone over






ignore the claims of someone to promotion or advancement




•
 
he was passed over for a cabinet job.















7.
 
pass something over






avoid mentioning or considering something




•
 
I shall pass over the matter of the transitional period.















8.
 
pass something up






refrain from taking up an opportunity




•
 
he passed up a career in pro baseball.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
passer

 , based on Latin 
passus

 ‘pace.’





pass2


 
/pas/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a route over or through mountains




•
 
the pass over the mountain was open again after the snows




•
 [in 
place names

 ]
 
the Khyber Pass.










2.
 
a passage for fish over or past a weir or dam.




3.
 


(US)

 a navigable channel, especially at the mouth of a river




•
 
Sabine Pass.














II.
 
phrases





head (or cut) someone/something off at the pass






forestall someone or something




•
 
the doctor's aim to head the infection off at the pass.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘division of a text, passage through’): variant of pace
 1
 , influenced by pass
 1
 and French 
pas

 .





pass.






abbreviation



1.
 
passenger.




2.
 
passim.




3.
 
passive.













passable

 
/ˈpasəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
just good enough to be acceptable; satisfactory




•
 
he spoke passable English.










2.
 
(of a route or road) clear of obstacles and able to be traveled along or on




•
 
the road was passable with care.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
passer

 ‘to pass.’





passably

 
/ˈpasəblē/






adverb




in a way that is just good enough


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
he was passably attractive.




















passacaglia

 
/ˌpäsəˈkälyə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a composition similar to a chaconne, typically in slow triple time with variations over a ground bass.











– origin

 Italian, from Spanish 
pasacalle

 , from 
pasar

 ‘to pass’ + 
calle

 ‘street’ (because originally it was a dance often played in the streets).





passade

 
/pəˈsād/





I.
 
noun




a movement performed in advanced dressage and classical riding, in which the horse performs a 180° turn, with its forelegs describing a large circle and its hind legs a smaller one.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from Italian 
passata

 or Provençal 
passada

 , from medieval Latin 
passare

 ‘to pass.’






passage1


 
/ˈpasij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the act or process of moving through, under, over, or past something on the way from one place to another




•
 
there were moorings for boats wanting passage through the lock.










2.
 
the act or process of moving forward




•
 
despite the passage of time she still loved him.










3.
 
the right to pass through somewhere




•
 
we obtained a permit for safe passage from the embassy.










4.
 
a journey or ticket for a journey by sea or air




•
 
he then 
booked passage

 home aboard a Spanish warship.










5.
 


[Ornithology]

 (of a migrating bird) the action of passing through a place en route to its final destination




•
 
the species occurs regularly 
on passage






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a passage migrant.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 the process of propagating microorganisms or cells in a series of host organisms or culture media, so as to maintain them or modify their virulence.




7.
 
a narrow way, typically having walls on either side, allowing access between buildings or to different rooms within a building; a passageway.




8.
 
a duct, vessel, or other channel in the body.




9.
 
the process of transition from one state to another




•
 
an allegory on the theme of the passage from ignorance to knowledge.










10.
 
the passing of a bill into law




•
 
a catalyst for the unrest was the passage of a privatization law.










11.
 
a short extract from a book or other printed material




•
 
he picked up the newspaper and read the passage again.










12.
 
a section of a piece of music




•
 
nothing obscures the outlines of an orchestral passage more than a drumroll on an unrelated note.










13.
 
an episode in a longer activity such as a sporting event




•
 
a neat passage of midfield play.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 subject (a strain of microorganisms or cells) to a passage




•
 
each recombinant virus was passaged nine times successively.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
passage of (or at) arms






a fight or dispute.









2.
 
work one's passage






work in return for a free place on a voyage




•
 
he worked his passage home as a steward.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
passus

 ‘pace.’





passage2


 
/paˈsäZH/





I.
 
noun




a movement performed in advanced dressage and classical riding, in which the horse executes a slow elevated trot, giving the impression of dancing.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
passage

 , from an alteration of Italian 
passeggiare

 ‘to walk, pace,’ based on Latin 
passus

 ‘pace.’






passage hawk






noun




a hawk caught for training while on migration, especially as an immature bird of less than twelve months.

Compare with haggard
 .













passageway

 
/ˈpasijˌwā/






noun




a long, narrow way, typically having walls on either side, that allows access between buildings or to different rooms within a building.













passagework

 
/ˈpasijˌwərk/






noun




music notable chiefly for the scope it affords for virtuoso playing




•
 
some of the passagework in early Beethoven is very awkward.



















Passaic

 
/pəˈsāik/






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, on the Passaic River; pop. 66,884 (est. 2008).









Passamaquoddy

 
/ˌpasəməˈkwädē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a North American Indian people inhabiting parts of eastern Maine and, formerly, southwestern New Brunswick.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Passamaquoddy.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Passamaquoddy or their language.











– origin

 from Passamaquoddy 
pestəmokhatíyək

 , ‘place where pollack are plentiful,’ referring to 
Passamaquoddy

 Bay.





Passamaquoddy Bay

 
/ˌpasəməˌkwädē ˈbā/






(also 
Quoddy Bay

 )
 — an inlet of the Bay of Fundy, at the border of Maine and New Brunswick, noted for its powerful tides.










passant

 
/ˈpasənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) represented as walking, with the right front foot raised. The animal is depicted in profile facing the dexter (left) side with the tail raised, unless otherwise specified (e.g., as “passant guardant”).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘proceeding,’ present participle of 
passer

 .





passata

 
/pəˈsädə/





I.
 
noun




a thick paste made from strained tomatoes and used especially in Italian cooking.











– origin

 Italian.





passband

 
/ˈpasˌband/






noun




a frequency band within which signals are transmitted by a filter without attenuation.














passbook

 
/ˈpasˌbo͝ok/






noun




a booklet issued by a bank to an account holder for recording sums deposited and withdrawn.














Passchendaele, Battle of

 
/ˈpaSHənˌdāl /

 
Passendale






a prolonged episode of trench warfare involving appalling loss of life during World War I in 1917, near the village of Passchendaele in western Belgium. It is also known as the third Battle of Ypres.









passcode

 
/ˈpasˌkōd/






noun




a string of characters used as a password, especially to gain access to a computer or smartphone




•
 
the built-in Wi-Fi found my home network and connected to it quickly, once I entered my passcode.



















pass door






noun




a door in a theater connecting the backstage area and the auditorium.













passé

 
/paˈsā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
no longer fashionable; out of date




•
 
miniskirts are passé—the best skirts are knee-length.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of a woman) past one's prime.











– origin

 French, literally ‘gone by,’ past participle of 
passer

 .





passed ball






noun






[Baseball]

 a pitch that the catcher fails to stop or control, enabling a base runner to advance.













passed pawn






noun






[Chess]

 a pawn that no enemy pawn can stop from queening.













passeggiata

 
/ˌpasəˈjädə/





I.
 
noun




a leisurely walk or stroll, especially one taken in the evening; a promenade (used with reference to the tradition of taking such a walk in Italy or Italian-speaking communities).











– origin

 Italian.





passel

 
/ˈpasəl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a large group of people or things of indeterminate number; a pack




•
 


a passel of

 journalists.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: representing a pronunciation of parcel
 .





passementerie

 
/pasˈmentrē/





I.
 
noun




decorative trimming such as tassels, braid, and fringing, used on furniture and clothing (e.g. military uniforms).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, from 
passement

 ‘braid.’





Passendale, Battle of

 
/ˈpasənˌdāl/






variant spelling of Passchendaele, Battle of
 .










passenger

 
/ˈpasinjər/





I.
 
noun




a traveler on a public or private conveyance other than the driver, pilot, or crew.











– origin

 Middle English: from the Old French adjective 
passager

 ‘passing, transitory,’ used as a noun, from 
passage

 (see passage
 1
 ).





passenger mile






noun




one mile traveled by one passenger, as a unit of traffic.













passenger pigeon






noun




an extinct long-tailed North American pigeon, noted for its long migrations in huge flocks. It was relentlessly hunted, the last individual dying in captivity in 1914.

[
Ectopistes migratorius

 , family 
Columbidae

 .]













passe-partout

 
/ˌpaspərˈto͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a picture or photograph simply mounted between a piece of glass and a sheet of cardboard (or two pieces of glass) stuck together at the edges with adhesive tape.




2.
 
adhesive tape or paper used in making passe-partout frames.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a master key.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘passes everywhere.’





passepied

 
/päsˈpyā/





I.
 
noun




a dance like a quick minuet, popular in the 17th and 18th centuries.











– origin

 French, from 
passer

 ‘to pass’ + 
pied

 ‘foot.’





passer

 
/ˈpasər/






noun



1.
 
a person who gives or transfers something to someone else




•
 
the passer of the note.










2.
 
(in football, soccer, hockey, and other games) a player who throws, kicks, or hits the ball or puck to another on their side




•
 
he is an excellent passer of the ball




•
 
one of the league's most accurate passers.










3.
 
a legislative or other official body that approves or puts into effect a proposal or law by voting on it




•
 
a passer of legislation.



















passerby

 
/ˈpasərˌbī/






noun




a person who happens to be going past something, especially on foot.













passerine

 
/ˈpas(ə)rən ˈpasəˌrīn /

 

‹Ornithology›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting birds of a large order distinguished by feet that are adapted for perching, including all songbirds.








II.
 
noun




a passerine bird; a perching bird.

The order 
Passeriformes

 comprises more than half of all bird species, the remainder being known informally as the 
nonpasserines

 . All passerines in Europe belong to the suborder 
Oscines

 (the 
oscine passerines

 ), so that the term is effectively synonymous with ‘songbird’ there (see songbird
 ). Those of the suborder 
Deutero-Oscines

 (the 
suboscine passerines

 ) are found mainly in America.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
passer

 ‘sparrow’ + -ine
 1
 .





pas seul

 
/ˌpä ˈsəl/





I.
 
noun




a dance for one person.











– origin

 French, literally ‘single step.’





Passface

 
/ˈpasfās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a security system in which a user must recognize pictures of human faces in order to gain access to a computer or computer network.




2.
 
(
passface

 )
 — a digital photograph of a human face that is used for identification in a Passface system.











– origin

 on the pattern of 
password

 .





pass-fail






adjective




denoting a class, course, or system of grading in which the only two grades given are “pass” and “fail.”














passible

 
/ˈpasəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Christian Theology]

 capable of feeling or suffering; susceptible to sensation or emotion




•
 
only the humanity of Jesus is regarded as passible.














II.
 
derivatives





passibility

 
/ˌpasəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
passibilis

 , from Latin 
pass-

 ‘suffered,’ from the verb 
pati

 .





passim

 
/ˈpasim/





I.
 
adverb




(of allusions or references in a published work) to be found at various places throughout the text.











– origin

 Latin, from 
passus

 ‘scattered,’ from the verb 
pandere

 .





passing

 
/ˈpasiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
going past




•
 
passing cars.










2.
 
(of a period of time) going by




•
 
she detested him more with every passing second.










3.
 
carried out quickly and lightly




•
 
a passing glance.










4.
 


(US)

 meeting or surpassing the requirements of a course or examination




•
 
a passing grade.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the passage of something, especially time




•
 
with 
the passing of

 the years she had become a little eccentric.










2.
 
the action of throwing, kicking, or hitting a ball or puck to another team member during a sports match




•
 
his play showed good passing and good control




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a good passing movement.










3.
 
used euphemistically to refer to a person's death




•
 
her passing will be felt deeply by many people.










4.
 
the end of something




•
 


the passing of

 the Cold War and the rise of a new Europe.














III.
 
phrases





in passing






briefly and casually




•
 
the research was mentioned only in passing.


















IV.
 
derivatives





passingly






adverb





















passing bell

 
/ˈpasiNG bel/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a bell rung immediately after a death as a signal for prayers.













passing note

 
/ˈpasiNG nōt /

 
passing tone






noun






[Music]

 a note not belonging to the harmony but interposed to secure a smooth transition from one chord to another.













passing shot

 
/ˈpasiNG SHät/






noun






[Tennis]

 a winning shot beyond and out of reach of one's opponent.














passion

 
/ˈpaSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
strong and barely controllable emotion




•
 
a man of impetuous passion.










2.
 
a state or outburst of strong emotion




•
 
oratory in which he gradually works himself up into a passion.










3.
 
intense sexual love




•
 
their all-consuming passion for each other




•
 
she nurses a passion for Thomas.










4.
 
an intense desire or enthusiasm for something




•
 
the English have 
a passion for

 gardens.










5.
 
a thing arousing enthusiasm




•
 
modern furniture is a particular passion of Bill's.










6.
 
(
the Passion

 )
 — the suffering and death of Jesus




•
 
meditations on the Passion of Christ.










7.
 
a narrative of the Passion from any of the Gospels.




8.
 
a musical setting of any of the narratives of the Passion




•
 
an aria from Bach's St. Matthew Passion.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
passio(n-)

 (chiefly a term in Christian theology), from Latin 
pati

 ‘suffer.’





passional

 
/ˈpaSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 of, relating to, or marked by passion




•
 
a current of passional electric energy.














II.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a book about the sufferings of saints and martyrs, for reading on their feast days.













passionate

 
/ˈpaSH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing or caused by strong feelings or a strong belief




•
 
passionate pleas for help




•
 
he's 
passionate about

 football.










2.
 
showing or caused by intense feelings of sexual love




•
 
a passionate kiss.














II.
 
derivatives





passionateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the senses ‘easily moved to passion’ and ‘enraged’): from medieval Latin 
passionatus

 ‘full of passion,’ from 
passio

 (see passion
 ).





passionately

 
/ˈpaSH(ə)nətlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows strong feelings or beliefs




•
 
he argued passionately against war




•
 
Ruth was passionately interested in politics.










2.
 
with or involving intense feelings of sexual love




•
 
he fell passionately in love with her.



















passionflower

 
/ˈpaSHənˌflou(ə)r /

 
passion flower






noun




an evergreen climbing plant of warm regions that bears distinctive flowers with parts that supposedly resemble instruments of the Crucifixion.

[Genus 
Passiflora

 , family 
Passifloraceae

 .]













passion fruit

 
/ˈpaSHən fro͞ot /

 
passionfruit






noun




the edible purple fruit of a kind of passionflower that is grown commercially, especially in tropical America.

Also called granadilla
 . [This fruit is obtained from 
Passiflora edulis

 , family 
Passifloraceae

 .]













passionless

 
/ˈpaSH(ə)nləs/






adjective




lacking strong emotion; unemotional




•
 
the voice is passionless, monotone.



















Passion play

 
/ˈpaSHən ˌplā/






noun




a dramatic performance representing Christ's Passion from the Last Supper to the Crucifixion.













Passion Sunday

 
/ˈˌpaSHən ˈsənˌdā/






noun




the fifth Sunday in Lent.













Passiontide

 
/ˈpaSHənˌtīd/






noun




the last two weeks of Lent.













Passion Week

 
/ˈpaSHən ˌwēk/






noun



1.
 
the week between Passion Sunday and Palm Sunday.




2.
 
older name for Holy Week
 .













passivate

 
/ˈpasəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
passivated

 )


1.
 
make (a metal or other substance) unreactive by altering the surface layer or coating the surface with a thin inert layer




•
 
components are made from passivated and anodized aluminum.










2.
 


[Electronics]

 coat (a semiconductor) with inert material to protect it from contamination.








II.
 
derivatives





passivation

 
/ˌpasəˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun






















passive

 
/ˈpasiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
accepting or allowing what happens or what others do, without active response or resistance




•
 
the women were portrayed as passive victims.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a metal) made unreactive by a thin inert surface layer of oxide.




3.
 
(of a circuit or device) containing no source of electromotive force.




4.
 
(of radar or a satellite) receiving or reflecting radiation from a transmitter or target rather than generating its own signal.




5.
 
relating to or denoting heating systems that make use of incident sunlight as an energy source.




6.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting or relating to a voice of verbs in which the subject undergoes the action of the verb (e.g., 
they were killed

 as opposed to 
he killed them

 ).

The opposite of active
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a passive form of a verb.




2.
 
(
the passive

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the passive voice.








III.
 
derivatives





passiveness

 
/ˈpasivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective, also in the sense ‘(exposed to) suffering, acted on by an external agency’): from Latin 
passivus

 , from 
pass-

 ‘suffered,’ from the verb 
pati

 .





passive-aggressive






adjective




of or denoting a type of behavior or personality characterized by indirect resistance to the demands of others and an avoidance of direct confrontation, as in procrastinating, pouting, or misplacing important materials.














passive immunity






noun






[Physiology]

 the short-term immunity that results from the introduction of antibodies from another person or animal.

Compare with active immunity
 .













passively

 
/ˈpasivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an accepting manner, without active response or resistance




•
 
we don't have to sit passively by while others decide our fate




•
 
they will not passively accept defeat.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 using the passive voice




•
 
it is passively expressed that he was “carried up.”










3.
 
from a transmitter or target rather than by generating a signal




•
 
some cell phones passively receive data from geosynchronous satellites.










4.
 
by making use of incident sunlight as an energy source




•
 
passively heated homes.



















passive matrix






noun






[Electronics]

 a display system in which individual pixels are selected using two control voltages for the row and column.













passive resistance






noun




nonviolent opposition to authority, especially a refusal to cooperate with legal requirements




•
 
they called for protest in the form of passive resistance.



















passive restraint






noun




a car safety device that is activated by the force of a collision or other sudden stop and that aims to prevent injury to a passenger.














passive smoking

 
/ˈpasiv smōkiNG/






noun




the involuntary inhaling of smoke from other people's cigarettes, cigars, or pipes




•
 
children are more susceptible to the effects of passive smoking.



















passivity

 
/paˈsivədē pəˈsivədē/






noun



1.
 
acceptance of what happens, without active response or resistance




•
 
the perceived passivity of the populace is deceptive




•
 
the passivity of television watching.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the state of inactivity of a metal made unreactive by a thin inert surface layer of oxide




•
 
nickel increases the overall passivity of the iron.



















passivize

 
/ˈpasəˌvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 convert (a verb or clause) into the passive form




•
 
a sentence that has been passivized.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
passivizable

 
/-əbəl /






adjective













2.
 
passivization

 
/ˌpasəvəˈzāSHən /






noun





















passkey

 
/ˈpasˌkē/






noun



1.
 
a key to the door of a restricted area, given only to those who are officially allowed access.




2.
 
a master key.













Passos, John Dos






see Dos Passos, John
 .









Passover

 
/ˈpasˌōvər/





I.
 
noun




the major Jewish spring festival that commemorates the liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian slavery, lasting seven or eight days from the 15th day of Nisan.











– origin

 from 
pass over

 ‘pass without touching,’ with reference to the exemption of the Israelites from the death of their firstborn (Exod. 12).





passport

 
/ˈpasˌpôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official document issued by a government, certifying the holder's identity and citizenship and entitling them to travel under its protection to and from foreign countries.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that ensures admission to or the achievement of something




•
 
the sport utility vehicle seemed like a 
a passport to

 new adventures.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting authorization to enter or depart from a port): from French 
passeport

 , from 
passer

 ‘to pass’ + 
port

 ‘seaport.’





passus

 
/ˈpasəs/





I.
 
noun




a section, division, or canto of a story or poem, especially a medieval one.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘step, pace,’ in medieval Latin ‘passage of a book.’





password

 
/ˈpasˌwərd/






noun



1.
 
a secret word or phrase that must be used to gain admission to something.




2.
 
a string of characters that allows access to a computer, interface, or system.













password-protected

 
/ˌpaswərdprəˈtektəd/






adjective




(of a computer, file, etc.) accessible only to users entering the correct password




•
 
the teaching websites are password-protected for all enrolled students.



















past

 
/past/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
gone by in time and no longer existing




•
 
the danger is now past.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — belonging to a former time




•
 
they made a study of the reasons why past attempts had failed




•
 
he is a past chairman of the society.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a specified period of time) occurring before and leading up to the time of speaking or writing




•
 
the band has changed over the past twelve months.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a tense) expressing an action that has happened or a state that previously existed.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the past

 )
 — the time or a period of time before the moment of speaking or writing




•
 
she found it hard to make ends meet in the past




•
 
the war-damaged church is preserved as a reminder of the past.










2.
 
the history of a person, country, or institution




•
 
the monuments act as guidelines through the country's colorful past.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a part of a person's history that is considered to be shameful




•
 
the heroine was a lady with a past.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 a past tense or form of a verb




•
 
a simple past of the first conjugation.














III.
 
preposition



1.
 
to or on the further side of




•
 
he rode on past the crossroads.










2.
 
in front of or from one side to the other of




•
 
he began to drive slowly past the houses.










3.
 
beyond in time; later than




•
 
by this time it was past 3:30.










4.
 
no longer capable of




•
 
he is past giving the best advice.










5.
 
beyond the scope of




•
 
my hair was past praying for.














IV.
 
adverb



1.
 
so as to pass from one side of something to the other




•
 
large angelfish swim slowly past.










2.
 
used to indicate the lapse of time




•
 
a week went past and nothing changed.














V.
 
phrases





not put it past someone






believe someone to be capable of doing something wrong or rash




•
 
I wouldn't put it past him to slip something into the drinks.


















VI.
 
derivatives





pastness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: variant of 
passed

 , past participle of pass
 1
 .





pasta

 
/ˈpästə/





I.
 
noun




a dish originally from Italy consisting of dough made from durum wheat and water, extruded or stamped into various shapes and typically cooked in boiling water.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘paste.’






paste

 
/pāst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick, soft, moist substance, usually produced by mixing dry ingredients with a liquid




•
 
blend onions, sugar, and oil to a paste.










2.
 
a paste used as an adhesive, especially for sticking paper and other light materials




•
 
wallpaper paste.










3.
 
a mixture consisting mainly of clay and water that is used in making ceramic ware, especially a mixture of low plasticity based on kaolin for making porcelain.




4.
 
a hard vitreous composition used in making imitation gems


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
paste brooches.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat with paste




•
 
when coating walls with fabric, paste the wall, not the fabric.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — fasten or stick (something) onto something with paste




•
 
ads are pasted on the walls.










3.
 


[Computing]

 insert (a piece of text or other data copied from elsewhere).




4.
 


‹informal›

 beat or defeat severely




•
 
he pasted the guy and tied his ankles together.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
pasta

 ‘medicinal preparation in the shape of a small square,’ probably from Greek 
pastē

 , (plural) 
pasta

 ‘barley porridge,’ from 
pastos

 ‘sprinkled.’





pasteboard

 
/ˈpās(t)bôrd/






noun




a type of thin board made by pasting together sheets of paper.













pastedown

 
/ˈpās(t)doun/






noun




(in bookbinding) the part of an endpaper that is pasted to the inside of the cover.













pastel

 
/paˈstel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crayon made of powdered pigments bound with gum or resin.




2.
 
a work of art created using pastels




•
 
a pastel entitled “Girl Braiding Her Hair.”










3.
 
a soft and delicate shade of a color




•
 
the subtlest of pastels and creams.














II.
 
adjective




of a soft and delicate shade or color




•
 
pastel blue curtains.














III.
 
derivatives





pastelist

 
/-ist /

 
pastellist






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from Italian 
pastello

 , diminutive of 
pasta

 ‘paste.’





pastern

 
/ˈpastərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sloping part of a horse's foot between the fetlock and the hoof.




2.
 
a corresponding part in some other domestic animals.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pasturon

 , from 
pasture

 ‘strap for hobbling a horse,’ transferred in sense to the joint of the foot.





Pasternak, Boris

 
/ˈpastərˌnak/






(1890–1960), Russian poet, novelist, and translator; full name 
Boris Leonidovich Pasternak

 . His best-known novel, 
Doctor Zhivago

 (1957), describes the experience of the Russian intelligentsia during the Russian Revolution; it was banned in the former Soviet Union. He was forced by Soviet authorities to turn down the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1958.









paste-up

 
/ˈpāstˌəp/






noun




a document prepared for copying or printing by combining and pasting various sections on a backing.














Pasteur, Louis

 
/pasˈtər, päˈstœr/






(1822–95), French chemist and bacteriologist. He introduced pasteurization and made pioneering studies in vaccination techniques.









pasteurellosis

 
/ˌpastərəˈlōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterial infection commonly affecting animals and sometimes transferred to humans through bites and scratches.

[The causative bacteria are Gram-negative rods of the genus 
Pasteurella

 , in particular 
P. multocida

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
pasteurellose

 (from the name Pasteur, Louis
 ) + -osis
 .





pasteurize

 
/ˈpasCHəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
pasteurized

 )


1.
 
subject (milk, wine, or other products) to a process of partial sterilization, especially one involving heat treatment or irradiation, thus making the product safe for consumption and improving its keeping quality




•
 
pasteurized milk.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pasteurization

 
/ˈˌpasCHərəˈzāSHən ˈˌpastərəˈzāSHən ˈˌpasCHəˌrīˈzāSHən ˈˌpastəˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
pasteurizer






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of L. Pasteur (see Pasteur, Louis
 ) + -ize
 .





Pasteur pipette






noun




a simple glass pipette drawn into a capillary tube at one end, used with a rubber nipple fitted to the other.














pasticceria

 
/pəˌstēCHəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Italy) a shop selling pastries and cakes




•
 
Florence's finest pasticceria is a little way from the center of town but it's well worth the journey.

















– origin

 Italian, from 
pasticcio

 ‘pastry.’





pasticcio

 
/paˈstēCH(ē)ˌō/





I.
 
noun




another term for pastiche
 .











– origin

 Italian.






pastiche

 
/paˈstēSH päˈstēSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artistic work in a style that imitates that of another work, artist, or period




•
 
the operetta is 
a pastiche of

 18th century styles




•
 
the songs amount to much more than blatant pastiche.










2.
 
an artistic work consisting of a medley of pieces taken from various sources.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate the style of (an artist or work)




•
 
Gauguin took himself to a Pacific island and pastiched the primitive art he found there.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
pasticcio

 , based on late Latin 
pasta

 ‘paste.’





pasticheur

 
/pasˈtēSHər/






noun




an artist who creates a pastiche




•
 
he was unrivaled as a parodist and pasticheur.



















pastie






noun



1.
 

/ˈpāstē /
 (usu. 
pasties

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a decorative covering for the nipple worn by a stripper.




2.
 

/ˈpastē /

 — variant spelling of pasty
 1
 .













pastilla

 
/paˈstilə/





I.
 
noun




a type of Moroccan meat pie, typically filled with spiced pigeon meat and apricots and having a sugared crust.











– origin

 Spanish, or Moroccan Arabic 
beṣṭila

 , from Spanish 
pastel

 ‘pie.’





pastille

 
/paˈstēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small candy or lozenge.




2.
 
a small pellet of aromatic paste burned as a perfume or deodorizer.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
pastillus

 ‘little loaf, lozenge,’ from 
panis

 ‘loaf.’





pastime

 
/ˈpasˌtīm/





I.
 
noun




an activity that someone does regularly for enjoyment rather than work; a hobby




•
 
his favorite pastimes were shooting and golf.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from the verb pass
 1
 + time
 , translating French 
passe-temps

 .





pasting

 
/ˈpāstiNG/






noun






‹informal›

 a severe beating or defeat




•
 
an effort to raise party turnout at the polls and avoid a pasting.



















pastis

 
/päˈstēs/





I.
 
noun




an aniseed-flavored aperitif.











– origin

 French.





pastitsio

 
/päˈstētsyō/





I.
 
noun




a Greek dish consisting of macaroni, ground lamb, grated cheese, and tomatoes topped with a béchamel sauce.











– origin

 from modern Greek, literally ‘hodgepodge.’





past master

 
/past ˈmastər/






noun



1.
 
a person who is particularly skilled at a specified activity or art




•
 
he's 
a past master at

 keeping his whereabouts secret.










2.
 
a person who has held the position of master in an organization.














pastor

 
/ˈpastər/





I.
 
noun




a minister in charge of a Christian church or congregation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be pastor of (a church or a congregation)




•
 
he pastored Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he continued to study law while pastoring in Chicago.














III.
 
derivatives





pastorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
pastour

 , from Latin 
pastor

 ‘shepherd,’ from 
past-

 ‘fed, grazed,’ from the verb 
pascere

 .





pastoral

 
/ˈpastərəl pasˈtôrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of land or a farm) used for or related to the keeping or grazing of sheep or cattle




•
 
scattered pastoral farms.










2.
 
associated with country life




•
 
the view was pastoral, with rolling fields and grazing sheep.










3.
 
(of a work of art) portraying or evoking country life, typically in a romanticized or idealized form.




4.
 
(in the Christian Church) concerning or appropriate to the giving of spiritual guidance




•
 
pastoral and doctrinal issues




•
 
clergy doing pastoral work.














II.
 
noun




a work of literature portraying an idealized version of country life




•
 
the story, though a pastoral, has an actual connection with the life of agricultural labor.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pastoralism

 
/ˈpast(ə)rəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
pastorally

 
/ˈpastərəlē pasˈtôrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pastoralis

 ‘relating to a shepherd,’ from 
pastor

 ‘shepherd’ (see pastor
 ).





pastorale

 
/ˌpastəˈräl ˌpastəˈral/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slow instrumental composition in compound time, usually with drone notes in the bass.




2.
 
a simple musical play with a rural subject.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘pastoral’ (adjective used as a noun).





Pastoral Epistles






the books of the New Testament comprising the two letters of St Paul to St Timothy and the one to St Titus.









pastoralist

 
/ˈpastərələst/






noun



1.
 
a sheep or cattle farmer.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a writer of pastorals.













pastoral letter

 
/ˈpastərəl pasˈtôrəl ˈledər/






noun




an official letter from a bishop to all the clergy or members of his or her diocese.













pastoral staff






noun




a bishop's crozier.













pastoral theology






noun




Christian theology that considers religious truth in relation to spiritual needs.













pastorate

 
/ˈpastərət/






noun



1.
 
the office or period of office of a pastor




•
 
I left the pastorate in 1974.










2.
 
pastors collectively.













past participle






noun






[Grammar]

 the form of a verb, typically ending in 
-ed

 in English, that is used in forming perfect and passive tenses and sometimes as an adjective, e.g., 
looked

 in 
have you looked?

 and 
lost

 in 
lost property

 .














past perfect

 
/ˈˌpast ˈpərfəkt/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a tense) denoting an action completed prior to some past point of time specified or implied, formed in English by 
had

 and the past participle, as in 
he had gone by then

 .








II.
 
noun




the past perfect tense.













pastrami

 
/pəˈsträmē/





I.
 
noun




highly seasoned smoked beef, typically served in thin slices.











– origin

 Yiddish.






pastry

 
/ˈpāstrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dough of flour, shortening, and water, used as a base and covering in baked dishes such as pies.




2.
 
an item of food consisting of sweet pastry with a cream, jam, or fruit filling.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a collective term): from paste
 , influenced by Old French 
pastaierie

 .





pastry chef






noun




a professional cook who specializes in making desserts, especially cakes and pastries.













pastry cream






noun




a thick, creamy custard used as a filling for cakes or flans.













past tense






noun






[Grammar]

 a tense expressing an action that has happened or a state that previously existed




•
 
the story is told 
in the past tense

 .



















pasturage

 
/ˈpasCHərəj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
land used for pasture.




2.
 
the occupation or process of pasturing cattle, sheep, or other grazing animals




•
 
the human species has only engaged in pasturage for 12,000 to 15,000 years.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French, from 
pasture

 (see pasture
 ).






pasture

 
/ˈpasCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
land covered with grass and other low plants suitable for grazing animals, especially cattle or sheep.




2.
 
(
pastures

 )
 — used to refer to a person's situation in life




•
 
he has departed for the 
greener pastures

 of a corner office.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (animals) in a pasture to graze




•
 
they pastured their cows in the water meadow.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of animals) graze




•
 
the livestock pastured and the crops grew.














III.
 
phrases





put someone out to pasture






force someone to retire.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
pastura

 ‘grazing,’ from 
past-

 ‘grazed,’ from the verb 
pascere

 .





pastureland

 
/ˈpasCHərˌland/






noun




land used as pasture.














pasture rose






noun




a wild rose of the eastern US with deep pink flowers and straight, thin thorns.

Also called Carolina rose
 . [
Rosa carolina

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]














pasty1


 
/ˈpastē /

 
pastie





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a folded pastry case with a savoury filling, typically of seasoned meat and vegetables.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paste(e

 ), based on late Latin 
pasta

 ‘paste.’





pasty2


 
/ˈpāstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's face) unhealthily pale




•
 
a pasty complexion.










2.
 
of or like paste




•
 
a pasty mixture.














II.
 
derivatives





pastiness

 
/-stēnis /






noun





















pasty-faced

 
/ˈpāstēfāst/






adjective




(of a person) having an unhealthily pale complexion




•
 
a pasty-faced youth.




















pat1


 
/pat/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
touch quickly and gently with the flat of the hand




•
 
he patted him consolingly on the shoulder




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
a nurse washed her all over and patted her dry.










2.
 
draw attention to (something) by tapping it gently




•
 
he patted the bench beside him and I sat down.










3.
 
mold into shape or put in position with gentle taps




•
 
she patted down the earth in each pot.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a light stroke with the hand




•
 
giving him a friendly pat on the arm, she went off to join the others.










2.
 
a compact mass of soft material




•
 
a 
pat of butter

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a pat on the back






an expression of approval or congratulation




•
 
they deserve a pat on the back for a job well done.















2.
 
pat someone on the back






express approval of or admiration for someone




•
 
she needs her own claque to applaud and pat her on the back.


















IV.
 
phrases





pat someone down






(of a police officer or security official) pass the hands over someone's clothing in a search for concealed items such as weapons or illegal drugs.















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a blow with something flat): probably imitative. The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.






pat2


 
/pat/





I.
 
adjective




simple and somewhat glib or unconvincing




•
 
instead of enlightened minds I found prejudice and pat answers.














II.
 
adverb




at exactly the right moment or in the right way; conveniently or opportunely




•
 
the happy ending 
came

 rather 
pat

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
down pat






see down
 1
 .









2.
 
stand pat





a.
 
stick stubbornly to one's opinion or decision




•
 
many ranchers stood pat with the old strains of cattle.










b.
 
(in poker and blackjack) retain one's hand as dealt, without drawing other cards.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
patly






adverb













2.
 
patness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: related to pat
 1
 ; apparently originally symbolic: a frequently found early use was 
hit pat

 (i.e., hit as if with a flat blow).





Pat.






abbreviation




Patent.













patagium

 
/pəˈtājēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a membrane or fold of skin between the forelimbs and hind limbs on each side of a bat or gliding mammal.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Entomology]

 a lobe that covers the wing joint in many moths.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, denoting gold edging on the edge of a Roman lady's tunic, from Greek 
patageion

 .





Patagonia

 
/ˌpadəˈɡōnēə/





I.
 
a region in South America, in southern Argentina and Chile. Mostly a dry, barren plateau, it extends from the Colorado River in central Argentina to the Strait of Magellan and from the Andes to the Atlantic coast.







– origin

 from obsolete 
Patagon

 , denoting a member of a native people alleged by travelers of the 17th and 18th cents. to be the tallest known.





Patagonian

 
/ˌpadəˈɡōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the South American region of Patagonia or its inhabitants




•
 
the harsh Patagonian landscape.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the South American region of Patagonia




•
 
a family of Patagonians.




















Patagonian toothfish

 
/ˌpadəˌɡōnēən ˈto͞oTHˌfiSH/






noun




a demersal food fish of Antarctic waters, marketed as Chilean sea bass and recently overfished.

[
Dissostichus eleginoides

 , family 
Nototheniidae

 .]














Pataliputra

 
/ˌpätälēˈpo͞otrə/






ancient name for Patna
 .









pataphysics

 
/ˌpädəˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of philosophy that deals with an imaginary realm additional to metaphysics.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
ta epi ta metaphusika

 , literally ‘the (works) imposed on the Metaphysics.’ The concept was introduced by Alfred Jarry (1873–1907), French writer of the Absurd.





patas monkey

 
/pəˈtä ˌməNGkē/





I.
 
noun




a central African guenon with reddish-brown fur, a black face, and a white mustache.

[
Erythrocebus patas

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: 
patas

 from Senegalese French, from Wolof 
pata

 .





Patau's syndrome

 
/päˈtouz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital disorder in which there are three copies of chromosome 13, 14, or 15 instead of the usual two. This results in brain, heart, and kidney defects that are usually fatal soon after birth.











– origin

 1960s: named after Klaus 
Patau

 , 20th-cent. German physician.





Patavium

 
/pəˈtāvēəm/






Latin name for Padua
 .









patch

 
/paCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of cloth or other material used to mend or strengthen a torn or weak point.




2.
 
a pad or shield worn over a sightless or injured eye or an eye socket.




3.
 
a piece of cloth sewn onto clothing as a badge or distinguishing mark.




4.
 


[Computing]

 a small piece of code inserted into a program to improve its functioning or to correct an error.




5.
 
an adhesive piece of drug-impregnated material worn on the skin so that the drug can be absorbed gradually over a period of time.




6.
 
a part of something marked out from the rest by a particular characteristic




•
 
his hair was combed forward to hide a growing bald patch.










7.
 
a small area or amount of something




•
 
patches of bluebells in the grass.










8.
 


‹historical›

 a small disk of black silk attached to the face, especially as worn by women in the 17th and 18th centuries for adornment.




9.
 
a small piece of ground, especially one used for gardening




•
 
they spent Sundays digging their vegetable patch.










10.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an area for which someone is responsible or in which they operate




•
 
we didn't want any secret organizations on our patch.










11.
 


‹informal›

 a period of time seen as a distinct unit with a characteristic quality




•
 
he may have been 
going through

 a 
bad patch

 .










12.
 
a temporary electrical or telephone connection.




13.
 
a preset configuration or sound-data file in an electronic musical instrument, especially a synthesizer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mend or strengthen (fabric or an item of clothing) by putting a piece of material over a hole or weak point in it




•
 
her jeans were neatly patched.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 place a patch over (a good eye) in order to encourage a lazy eye to work.




3.
 


[Computing]

 correct, enhance, or modify (a routine or program) by inserting a patch.




4.
 
(usu. 
be patched

 )
 — cover small areas of (a surface) with something different, causing it to appear variegated




•
 
the grass was patched with sandy stretches.










5.
 
(
patch someone/something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 treat someone's injuries or repair the damage to something, especially hastily




•
 
they did their best to patch up the gaping wounds.










6.
 
(
patch something together

 )
 — construct something hastily from unsuitable components




•
 
lean-tos patched together from aluminum siding and planks




•
 


‹figurative›

 they were trying to patch together an arrangement for cooperation.










7.
 
(
patch something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 restore peaceful or friendly relations after a quarrel or dispute




•
 
any ill feeling could be patched up with a phone call




•
 
they sent him home to 
patch things up with

 his wife.










8.
 
connect by a temporary electrical, radio, or telephonic connection




•
 
Ralph had 
patched

 her 
through

 to the meeting by walkie-talkie.














III.
 
phrases





not a patch on








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 greatly inferior to




•
 
he no longer looked so handsome—he wasn't a patch on Peter.


















IV.
 
derivatives





patcher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from a variant of Old French 
pieche

 , dialect variant of 
piece

 ‘piece.’





patchboard

 
/ˈpaCHbôrd/






noun




another term for patch panel
 .













patch box






noun






‹historical›

 a decorated box for holding black silk patches for the face, used especially by women in the 17th and 18th centuries.













patch cord






noun




an insulated cord with a plug at each end, for use with a patch panel.













patchouli

 
/pəˈCHo͞olē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic oil obtained from a Southeast Asian shrub and used in perfumery, insecticides, and medicine.




2.
 
the strongly scented shrub of the mint family from which this oil is obtained.

[
Pogostemon cablin

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Tamil.






patch panel

 
patchboard






noun




a board in a switchboard, computer, or other device with a number of electric sockets that can be connected in various combinations.













patch pocket

 
/paCH ˈpäkət/






noun




a pocket made of a separate piece of cloth sewn onto the outside of a garment.













patch reef






noun




a small, isolated platform of coral.













patch test

 
/ˈpaCH ˌtest/






noun




a test to discover whether a person is allergic to any of several substances that are applied to the skin in light scratches or under a patch.













patchwork

 
/ˈpaCHˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
needlework in which small pieces of cloth in different designs, colors, or textures are sewn together




•
 
a quilt of patchwork




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
patchwork bell-bottoms.










2.
 
the craft of sewing in this way




•
 
specialists in quilting and patchwork.










3.
 
a thing composed of many different elements so as to appear variegated




•
 
a patchwork of stone walls and green fields.



















patchwork quilt






noun




a quilt with a top layer made of small pieces of cloth in different designs, colors, or textures sewn together




•
 
historic patchwork quilts from York Castle Museum




•
 


‹figurative›

 pictures from the air present a patchwork quilt of differing environments.



















patchy

 
/ˈpaCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing or happening in small, isolated areas




•
 
patchy fog.










2.
 
not of the same quality throughout; inconsistent




•
 
your coursework was patchy




•
 
my knowledge of Egyptology is patchy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
patchily

 
/ˈpaCHilē /






adverb













2.
 
patchiness

 
/ˈpaCHēnəs /






noun





















patd.






abbreviation




patented.













pat-down

 
/ˈpatdoun /

 
patdown






noun




an act of searching a person for concealed items such as weapons or illegal drugs, made by passing the hands over their clothing.














pate

 
/pāt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a person's head




•
 
he scratched his balding pate.

















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





pâte

 
/pät/





I.
 
noun




the paste of which porcelain is made.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘paste.’





pâté

 
/päˈtā/





I.
 
noun




a rich, savory paste made from finely minced or mashed ingredients, typically seasoned meat or fish.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
paste

 ‘pie of seasoned meat.’





pâté de campagne

 
/päˌtā də kämˈpänyə/





I.
 
noun




coarse pork and liver pâté.











– origin

 French, literally ‘country pâté.’






pâté de foie gras

 
/ˌpätā də ˌfwä ˈɡrä/





I.
 
noun




a smooth rich paste made from fattened goose or duck liver.











– origin

 French.





patella

 
/pəˈtelə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the kneecap.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
patellar

 
/-ˈtelər /






adjective













2.
 
patellate

 
/-ˈtelit, -ˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
patina

 ‘shallow dish.’





paten

 
/ˈpatn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plate, typically made of gold or silver, used for holding the bread during the Eucharist and sometimes as a cover for the chalice.




2.
 
a shallow metal plate or dish.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
patene

 , from Latin 
patina

 ‘shallow dish,’ from Greek 
patanē

 ‘a plate.’





patency

 
/ˈpatnsē ˈpātnsē/






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 the condition of being open, expanded, or unobstructed.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the condition of showing detectable parasite infection.













patent





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpatnt /



1.
 
a government authority or license conferring a right or title for a set period, especially the sole right to exclude others from making, using, or selling an invention




•
 
he 
took out

 a 
patent

 for an improved steam hammer.







Compare with letters patent
 .




2.
 
short for patent leather
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 

/ˈpātnt ˈpatnt /

 — easily recognizable; obvious




•
 
she was smiling with patent insincerity.










2.
 

/ˈpātnt ˈpatnt /

 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a vessel, duct, or aperture) open and unobstructed; failing to close.




3.
 
(of a parasitic infection) showing detectable parasites in the tissues or feces.




4.
 

/ˈpatnt /
 [
attrib.

 ]
 — made and marketed under a patent; proprietary




•
 
patent milk powder.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈpatnt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain a patent for (an invention)




•
 
an invention is not your own until it is patented.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
patentability

 
/ˌpatn(t)əˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
patentable

 
/ˈpatn(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
patent-

 ‘lying open,’ from the verb 
patere

 .





patentee

 
/ˌpatnˈtē/






noun




a person or organization that obtains or holds a patent for something.














patent leather






noun




leather with a glossy varnished surface, used chiefly for shoes, belts, and purses.













patent log






noun




a mechanical device used to measure the speed and distance traveled through the water of a ship or boat.













patently

 
/ˈpat(ə)n(t)lē ˈpāt(ə)n(t)lē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
clearly; without doubt




•
 
these claims were patently false.




•
 
a law that is patently ridiculous.



















patent medicine

 
/ˈpatnt ˈmedəsən/






noun




a proprietary medicine made and marketed under a patent and available without prescription.













patent office

 
/ˈpatnt ˈôfəs ˈäfəs/






noun




an office from which patents are issued.













patent right

 
/ˈpatnt rīt/






noun




the exclusive right conferred by a patent




•
 
one of the collaborators has agreed to waive its patent rights to the cowpea gene.



















patent troll






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a company that obtains the rights to one or more patents in order to profit by means of licensing or litigation, rather than by producing its own goods or services




•
 
patent trolls are quashing the next, nascent wave of tech innovation.



















patent trolling






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 the practice of obtaining and using patents for licensing or litigation purposes, rather than in the production of one's own goods or services




•
 
its real business model is patent trolling.




















pater

 
/ˈpādər ˈpädər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 father




•
 
the pater gives her fifty pounds a year as a dress allowance.










2.
 


[Anthropology]

 a person's legal father.

Often contrasted with genitor
 .











– origin

 Latin.





patera

 
/ˈpadərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad shallow dish used in ancient Rome for pouring libations.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a flat, round ornament resembling a shallow dish.




3.
 
a broad, shallow bowl-shaped feature on a planet's surface.











– origin

 Latin, from 
patere

 ‘be or lie open.’






paterfamilias

 
/ˌpādərfəˈmilēəs ˌpädərfəˈmilēəs/





I.
 
noun




the male head of a family or household.

Compare with materfamilias
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘father of the family.’





paternal

 
/pəˈtərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or appropriate to a father




•
 
he reasserted his paternal authority.










2.
 
showing a kindness and care associated with a father; fatherly




•
 
my elders in the newsroom kept a paternal eye on me.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — related through the father




•
 
his father and paternal grandfather were porcelain painters.














II.
 
derivatives





paternally

 
/pəˈtərnlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
paternalis

 , from Latin 
paternus

 ‘fatherly, belonging to a father,’ from 
pater

 ‘father.’





paternalism

 
/pəˈtərnlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the policy or practice on the part of people in positions of authority of restricting the freedom and responsibilities of those subordinate to them in the subordinates' supposed best interest




•
 
the arrogance and paternalism that underlies cradle-to-grave employment contracts.














II.
 
derivatives





paternalist

 
/pəˈtərn(ə)ləst /






noun, adjective





















paternalistic

 
/pəˌtərnəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by the restriction of the freedom and responsibilities of subordinates or dependents in their supposed interest




•
 
the paternalistic attitude of colonial Victorians




•
 
an old-style, paternalistic employer.














II.
 
derivatives





paternalistically

 
/pəˌtərn(ə)lˈistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















paternity

 
/pəˈternədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in legal contexts) the state of being someone's father




•
 
he refused to admit paternity of the child.










2.
 
paternal origin




•
 
his enemies made great play of the supposed dubiety of his paternity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
paternité

 , from late Latin 
paternitas

 , from 
paternus

 ‘relating to a father.’





paternity leave






noun




a period of absence from work granted to a father after or shortly before the birth of his child.




•
 
a congressional mandate for paternity leave may refute commonly held stereotypes about women's caretaking obligations.



















paternity suit

 
/pəˈternədē so͞ot/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a court case held to establish formally the identity of a child's father, typically in order to require the man to support the child financially.













paternity test

 
/pəˈternədē test/






noun




a medical test, typically a blood test, to determine whether a man may be the father of a particular child.














paternoster

 
/ˈpadərˌnästər ˈpädərˌnästər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the Lord's Prayer, especially in Latin.




2.
 
any of a number of special beads occurring at regular intervals in a rosary, indicating that the Lord's Prayer is to be recited.




3.
 
(also 
paternoster lift

 )
 — an elevator consisting of a series of linked doorless compartments moving continuously on an endless belt.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
pater noster

 ‘our father,’ the first words of the Lord's Prayer.





Paterson

 
/ˈpadərs(ə)n/






a historic industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, on the Passaic River; pop. 145,643 (est. 2008).









Paterson, William






(1745–1806), US Supreme Court associate justice 1793–1806; born in Ireland. A US senator 1789–90 and governor of New Jersey 1790–93, he was appointed to the Court by President Washington.









path

 
/paTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way or track laid down for walking or made by continual treading.




2.
 
the course or direction in which a person or thing is moving




•
 
the missile traced a fiery path in the sky




•
 


‹figurative›

 a chosen career path.










3.
 
a course of action or conduct




•
 
an ordered, gradual path toward economic liberalization.










4.
 
a schedule available for allocation to an individual railroad train over a given route.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a definition of the order in which an operating system or program searches for a file or executable program.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
pathing

 )


1.
 
(especially in computing and railroad contexts) allocate a path.








III.
 
phrases





the path of least resistance






see resistance
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





pathless

 
/ˈpaTHləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
pæth

 ; related to Dutch 
pad

 , German 
Pfad

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





path.






abbreviation



1.
 
pathological.




2.
 
pathology.













-path





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a practitioner of curative treatment




•
 
homeopath.










2.
 
denoting a person who suffers from a disease




•
 
psychopath.

















– origin

 back-formation from -pathy
 , or from Greek 
-pathēs

 ‘-sufferer.’






Pathan

 
/pəˈtän/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of Pashtun
 .











– origin

 from Hindi 
Paṭhān

 .





pathbreaking

 
/ˈpaTHˌbrākiNG/





I.
 
adjective




pioneering; innovative




•
 
their pathbreaking work opened up a new era in cancer research.














II.
 
derivatives





pathbreaker






noun





















Pathé, Charles

 
/päˈtā/






(1863–1957), French movie pioneer. In 1896 he and his brothers founded a company that eventually dominated the production and distribution of movies.









pathetic

 
/pəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arousing pity, especially through vulnerability or sadness




•
 
she looked so pathetic that I bent down to comfort her.










2.
 


‹informal›

 miserably inadequate




•
 
his test scores in Chemistry were pathetic.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 relating to the emotions.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘affecting the emotions’): via late Latin from Greek 
pathētikos

 ‘sensitive,’ based on 
pathos

 ‘suffering.’





pathetically

 
/pəˈTHedik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that arouses pity, especially by displaying vulnerability or sadness




•
 
she threw her arms around him and sobbed pathetically




•
 
I pathetically pleaded with my guides to stop.










2.
 


‹informal›

 in a miserably inadequate or ridiculous way




•
 
he argued rather pathetically for an election boycott




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a pathetically ill-conceived approach.



















pathetic fallacy

 
/pəˈTHedik ˈfaləsē/






noun




the attribution of human feelings and responses to inanimate things or animals, especially in art and literature.













pathfinder

 
/ˈpaTHˌfīndər/






noun



1.
 
a person who goes ahead and discovers or shows others a path or way.




2.
 
an aircraft or its pilot sent ahead to locate and mark the target area for bombing.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an experimental plan or forecast




•
 
a pathfinder prospectus.



















Pathfinder

 
/ˈpaTHˌfīndər /

 
Mars Pathfinder






an unmanned American spacecraft that landed on Mars in 1997, deploying a small robotic rover (
Sojourner

 ) to explore the surface and examine the rocks.









path length






noun






[Physics]

 the overall length of the path followed by a light ray or sound wave.













pathname

 
/ˈpaTHnām /

 
path name






noun






[Computing]

 a statement of the location of a file or other item in a hierarchy of directories.














patho-





I.
 
combining form




relating to disease




•
 
pathogenesis




•
 
pathology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pathos

 ‘suffering, disease.’





pathogen

 
/ˈpaTHəjən ˈpaTHəˌjen/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism that can cause disease.








II.
 
derivatives





pathogenous

 
/pəˈTHäjənəs /






adjective





















pathogenesis

 
/ˌpaTHəˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the manner of development of a disease.








II.
 
derivatives





pathogenetic

 
/ˌpaTHəjəˈnedik /






adjective





















pathogenic

 
/ˌpaTHəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism) causing disease




•
 
a highly pathogenic avian influenza virus.














II.
 
derivatives





pathogenicity

 
/ˌpaTHəjəˈnisədē /






noun





















pathognomonic

 
/pəˌTHäɡnəˈmänik, ˌpaTHəɡnə-/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a sign or symptom) specifically characteristic or indicative of a particular disease or condition.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
pathognōmonikos

 ‘skilled in diagnosis,’ from 
pathos

 ‘suffering’ + 
gnōmōn

 ‘judge.’





pathography

 
/pəˈTHäɡrəfē/






noun




a study of the life of an individual or the history of a community with regard to the influence of a particular disease or psychological disorder.













pathological

 
/ˌpaTHəˈläjək(ə)l /

 
pathologic






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to pathology




•
 
the interpretation of pathological studies.










2.
 
involving, caused by, or of the nature of a physical or mental disease




•
 
pathological changes associated with senile dementia.










3.
 


‹informal›

 compulsive; obsessive




•
 
a pathological gambler.



















pathologically

 
/ˌpaTHəˈläjək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to pathology or disease




•
 
bronchiectasis is defined pathologically as permanent dilatation of the bronchi




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
pathologically abnormal or enlarged spleens.










2.
 
[often as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 in a way that is psychologically unhealthy or abnormal; compulsively




•
 
I am pathologically shy




•
 
she was pathologically obsessed with her weight.



















pathologist

 
/pəˈTHäləjəst/






noun




a scientist who studies the causes and effects of diseases, especially one who examines laboratory samples of body tissue for diagnostic or forensic purposes




•
 
a pathologist carried out a postmortem examination.



















pathologize

 
/pəˈTHäləˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard or treat (someone or something) as psychologically abnormal or unhealthy.








II.
 
derivatives





pathologization

 
/pəˌTHäləjəˈzāSHən /






noun





















pathology

 
/pəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the science of the causes and effects of diseases, especially the branch of medicine that deals with the laboratory examination of samples of body tissue for diagnostic or forensic purposes.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 pathological features considered collectively; the typical behavior of a disease




•
 
the pathology of Huntington's disease.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 a pathological condition




•
 
the dominant pathology is multiple sclerosis.










4.
 
mental, social, or linguistic abnormality or malfunction




•
 
the city's inability to cope with the pathology of a burgeoning underclass.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern or medieval Latin 
pathologia

 (see patho-
 , -logy
 ).





pathophysiology

 
/ˌpaTHəˌfizēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the disordered physiological processes associated with disease or injury




•
 
intracranial hypertension contributes to the pathophysiology of this condition.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pathophysiologic

 
/-ˌfizēəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
pathophysiological

 
/-ˌfizēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













3.
 
pathophysiologically

 
/ˌfizēəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
pathophysiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















pathos

 
/ˈpāˌTHäs/





I.
 
noun




a quality that evokes pity or sadness




•
 
the actor injects his customary humor and pathos into the role.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
pathos

 ‘suffering’; related to 
paskhein

 ‘suffer’ and 
penthos

 ‘grief.’





pathway

 
/ˈpaTHˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a way that constitutes or serves as a path.




2.
 
a way of achieving a specified result; a course of action




•
 
research has indisputably been part of the 
pathway to

 progress.










3.
 


[Physiology]

 a route, formed by a chain of nerve cells, along which impulses of a particular kind usually travel.




4.
 
(also 
metabolic pathway

 )
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 a sequence of chemical reactions undergone by a compound or class of compounds in a living organism.














-pathy





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting feelings




•
 
telepathy.










2.
 
denoting disorder in a particular part of the body




•
 
neuropathy.










3.
 
relating to curative treatment of a specified kind




•
 
hydropathy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
patheia

 ‘suffering, feeling.’





patience

 
/ˈpāSHəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the capacity to accept or tolerate delay, trouble, or suffering without getting angry or upset




•
 
you can find bargains if you have the patience to sift through the dross.










2.
 
chiefly British term for solitaire
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
phrases





lose patience (or lose one's patience)






become unable to keep one's temper




•
 
even Lawrence finally 
lost patience with

 him.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
patientia

 , from 
patient-

 ‘suffering,’ from the verb 
pati

 .





patient

 
/ˈpāSHənt/





I.
 
adjective




able to accept or tolerate delays, problems, or suffering without becoming annoyed or anxious




•
 
be patient, your time will come.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person receiving or registered to receive medical treatment.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the semantic role of a noun phrase denoting something that is affected or acted upon by the action of a verb.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
patient-

 ‘suffering,’ from the verb 
pati

 .





patient Lucy

 
/ˌpāSH(ə)nt ˈlo͞osē/






noun






(US)

 another term for impatiens
 .













patiently

 
/ˈpāSH(ə)ntlē/






adverb




in a way that shows tolerance of delays, problems, or suffering without becoming annoyed or anxious




•
 
the assembled hordes waited patiently to get in




•
 
he patiently explained the pros and cons.



















patient zero






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 used to refer to the person identified as the first carrier of a communicable disease in an outbreak of related cases




•
 
patient zero for the outbreak was suspected to be a 2-year-old boy




•
 
epidemiologists know who Patient Zero is, and they have him in isolation




•
 


‹figurative›

 she was patient zero in a cyberbullying epidemic.







Compare with index case
 .













patina

 
/pəˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a green or brown film on the surface of bronze or similar metals, produced by oxidation over a long period.




2.
 
a gloss or sheen on wooden furniture produced by age and polishing.




3.
 
an impression or appearance of something




•
 
he carries the patina of old money and good breeding.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
patinated

 
/ˈpadəˌnādid /






adjective













2.
 
patination

 
/ˌpatnˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
patina

 ‘shallow dish.’





patio

 
/ˈpadēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paved outdoor area adjoining a house.




2.
 
a roofless inner courtyard in a Spanish or Spanish-American house.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish, denoting an inner courtyard.





patio rose






noun




a miniature floribunda rose.













patisserie

 
/pəˈtisərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shop where French pastries and cakes are sold.




2.
 
French pastries and cakes collectively.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
pâtisserie

 , from medieval Latin 
pasticium

 ‘pastry,’ from 
pasta

 ‘paste.’





patissier

 
/pätisˈyā/





I.
 
noun




a maker or seller of pastries and cakes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French.





patka

 
/ˈpätkə/





I.
 
noun




a man's head covering consisting of a small piece of cloth wrapped around the head, worn especially by Sikh boys or young men.











– origin

 Punjabi 
paṭkā

 from Sanskrit 
paṭṭikā

 ‘turban cloth.’





Patmos

 
/ˈpatmäs, -məs, ˈpatmôs/






a Greek island in the Aegean Sea, one of the Dodecanese group. It is believed that St. John was living here in exile (from 
AD

 95) when he had the visions described in Revelation.










Patna

 
/ˈpatnə, ˈpət-/






a city in northeastern India, on the Ganges River, capital of the state of Bihar; pop. 1,814,000 (est. 2009). An important city in ancient times, it was deserted by the 7th century but was refounded in 1541 by the Moguls and became a viceregal capital.

Former name Pataliputra
 .









patois

 
/ˈpaˌtwä ˈpäˌtwä ˌpaˈtwä ˌpəˈtwä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dialect of the common people of a region, differing in various respects from the standard language of the rest of the country




•
 
the nurse talked to me in a patois that even Italians would have had difficulty in understanding.










2.
 
the jargon or informal speech used by a particular social group




•
 
the raunchy patois of inner-city kids.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘rough speech,’ perhaps from Old French 
patoier

 ‘treat roughly,’ from 
patte

 ‘paw.’





Paton, Alan

 
/ˈpātn/






(1903–88), South African writer and politician; full name 
Alan Stewart Paton

 . He is best known for his novel 
Cry, the Beloved Country

 (1948), a passionate indictment of the apartheid system.









patonce

 
/pəˈtäns/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a cross) with limbs that broaden from the center and end in three pointed lobes




•
 
a cross patonce.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably related to French 
potencé

 , a heraldic term denoting T-shaped endings to each limb of a cross, based on medieval Latin 
potentia

 ‘crutch.’





patootie

 
/pəˈto͞odē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a girlfriend or a pretty girl.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person's or animal's buttocks.











– origin

 1920s: perhaps an alteration of potato
 .





Patras

 
/pəˈtras, ˈpatrəs/






an industrial port in the northwestern Peloponnese, on the Gulf of Patras; pop. 167,400 (est. 2009). It was the site in 1821 of the outbreak of the Greek war of independence. Greek name 
Pátrai

 .









patria

 
/ˈpātrēə, ˈpa-, ˈpä-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one's native country or homeland




•
 
they remained faithful to their patria, Spain.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 heaven, regarded as the true home from which the soul is exiled while on earth.











– origin

 Latin.






patriarch

 
/ˈpātrēˌärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the male head of a family or tribe.




2.
 
a man who is the oldest or most venerable of a group




•
 
Hollywood's reigning patriarch rose to speak.










3.
 
a person or thing that is regarded as the founder of something




•
 
the patriarch of all spin doctors.










4.
 
any of those biblical figures regarded as fathers of the human race, especially Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, their forefathers, or the sons of Jacob.




5.
 
the title of a most senior Orthodox or Catholic bishop, in particular




6.
 
a bishop of one of the most ancient Christian sees (Alexandria, Antioch, Constantinople, Jerusalem, and formerly Rome).




7.
 
the head of an autocephalous or independent Orthodox church.




8.
 
a Roman Catholic bishop ranking above primates and metropolitans and immediately below the pope, often the head of a Uniate community.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
patriarche

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
patriarkhēs

 , from 
patria

 ‘family’ + 
arkhēs

 ‘ruling.’





patriarchal

 
/ˌpātrēˈärk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a patriarch.




2.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a system of society or government controlled by men




•
 
a patriarchal society




•
 
patriarchal values.














II.
 
derivatives





patriarchally






adverb





















patriarchal cross






noun




a Christian cross with a smaller crossbar above the main one. In heraldry it denotes the rank of bishop or archbishop.













patriarchate

 
/ˈpātrēˌärkət/






noun




the office, see, or residence of an ecclesiastical patriarch.













patriarchy

 
/ˈpātrēˌärkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of society or government in which the father or eldest male is head of the family and descent is traced through the male line.




2.
 
a system of society or government in which men hold the power and women are largely excluded from it.




3.
 
a society or community organized on patriarchal lines.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
patriarkhia

 , from 
patriarkhēs

 ‘ruling father’ (see patriarch
 ).





patriate

 
/ˈpātrēˌāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer control over (a constitution) from a mother country to its former dependency




•
 
the Canadian government moved to patriate the constitution from Great Britain.



















patrician

 
/pəˈtriSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aristocrat or nobleman.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a member of a long-established wealthy family.




3.
 
a member of a noble family or class in ancient Rome.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to or characteristic of the aristocracy




•
 
a proud, patrician face.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 belonging to or characteristic of a long-established and wealthy family.




3.
 
belonging to the nobility of ancient Rome.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
patricien

 , from Latin 
patricius

 ‘having a noble father,’ from 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father.’





patriciate

 
/pəˈtriSH(ē)ət pəˈtriSHēˌāt/






noun



1.
 
a noble order or class




•
 
the Venetian merchants became a great hereditary patriciate.










2.
 
the position or rank of patrician in ancient Rome.













patricide

 
/ˈpatrəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of one's father.




2.
 
a person who kills their father.








II.
 
derivatives





patricidal

 
/ˈpatrəˌsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
patricidium

 , alteration of Latin 
parricidium

 (see parricide
 ).





Patrick, St.

 
/ˈpatrik/






(5th century), apostle and patron saint of Ireland. Of Romano-British parentage, he was taken as a slave to Ireland, where he experienced a religious conversion. Feast day, March 17.









patrilineal

 
/ˌpatrəˈlinēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or based on relationship to the father or descent through the male line




•
 
in Polynesia inheritance of land was predominantly patrilineal.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father’ + lineal
 .





patrilocal

 
/ˌpatrəˈlōkəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a pattern of marriage in which the couple settles in the husband's home or community




•
 
women moved more often than men because patterns of settlement after marriage tended to be patrilocal.














II.
 
derivatives





patrilocality

 
/-lōˈkalətē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father’ + local
 .





patrimony

 
/ˈpatrəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
property inherited from one's father or male ancestor.




2.
 
heritage




•
 
an organization that saves the world's cultural patrimony by restoring historic buildings.










3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the estate or property belonging by ancient endowment or right to a church or other institution.








II.
 
derivatives





patrimonial

 
/ˌpatrəˈmōnēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
patrimoine

 , from Latin 
patrimonium

 , from 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father.’






patriot

 
/ˈpātrēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who vigorously supports their country and is prepared to defend it against enemies or detractors.




2.
 
(
Patriot

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹trademark›

 an automated surface-to-air missile designed for preemptive strikes.








II.
 
derivatives





patriotism

 
/ˈpātrēəˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the late Latin sense): from French 
patriote

 , from late Latin 
patriota

 ‘fellow countryman,’ from Greek 
patriōtēs

 , from 
patrios

 ‘of one's fathers,’ from 
patris

 ‘fatherland.’





patriotic

 
/ˌpātrēˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




having or expressing devotion to and vigorous support for one's country




•
 
today's game will be played before a fiercely patriotic crowd.














II.
 
derivatives





patriotically

 
/ˌpātrēˈädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
patriōtikos

 ‘relating to a fellow countryman’ (see patriot
 ).





patriotic front






noun




a militant nationalist political organization.













patristic

 
/pəˈtristik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the early Christian theologians or to patristics.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
patristisch

 , from Latin 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father.’






patristics

 
/pəˈtristiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of Christian theology that deals with the lives, writings, and doctrines of the early Christian theologians.













Patroclus

 
/pəˈtrōkləs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Greek hero of the Trojan War, the close friend of Achilles.









patrol

 
/pəˈtrōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or group of people sent to keep watch over an area, especially a detachment of guards or police




•
 
a police patrol stopped the man and searched him.










2.
 
the action of keeping watch over an area by walking or driving around it at regular intervals




•
 
the policemen were 
on patrol

 when they were ordered to investigate the incident.










3.
 
an expedition to carry out reconnaissance




•
 
we were ordered to investigate on a night patrol.










4.
 
a routine operational voyage of a ship or aircraft




•
 
a submarine patrol.










5.
 
a unit of six to eight Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts forming part of a troop.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep watch over (an area) by regularly walking or traveling around or through it




•
 
the garrison had to patrol the streets to maintain order




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
pairs of men were patrolling on each side of the thoroughfare.














III.
 
derivatives





patroller






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from German 
Patrolle

 , from French 
patrouille

 , from 
patrouiller

 ‘paddle in mud,’ from 
patte

 ‘paw’ + dialect 
(gad)rouille

 ‘dirty water.’





patrol car






noun




a police car used used for patrolling the streets.




•
 
the thieves were spotted by police in a patrol car.



















patrolman

 
/pəˈtrōlmən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a patrolling police officer.













patrology

 
/pəˈträləjē/





I.
 
noun




another term for patristics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





patrologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
patēr

 , 
patr-

 ‘father’ + -logy
 .





patrol wagon

 
/pəˈtrōl ˈwaɡən/






noun




a police van for transporting prisoners.














patron

 
/ˈpātrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who gives financial or other support to a person, organization, cause, or activity




•
 
Charles became a patron of Rubens and van Dyck




•
 
a celebrated patron of the arts.










2.
 
a customer, especially a regular one, of a store, restaurant, or theater




•
 
we surveyed the plushness of the hotel and its sleek, well-dressed patrons.










3.
 
short for patron saint
 .




4.
 
(in ancient Rome) a patrician in relation to a client.

See also client
 (
sense

 3).




5.
 
(in ancient Rome) the former owner and (frequently) protector of a freed slave.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a person or institution with the right to grant a benefice to a member of the clergy.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
patronus

 ‘protector of clients, defender,’ from 
pater

 , 
patr-

 ‘father.’





patronage

 
/ˈpatrənəj ˈpātrənəj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the support given by a patron




•
 
the arts could no longer depend on private patronage.










2.
 
the power to control appointments to office or the right to privileges




•
 
recruits are selected on merit, not through political patronage.










3.
 
a patronizing or condescending manner




•
 
a twang of self-satisfaction—even patronage—about him.










4.
 
the regular business given to a store, restaurant, or public service by a person or group




•
 
the direct train link was ending because of poor patronage.










5.
 
(in ancient Rome) the rights and duties or the position of a patron.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
patron

 ‘protector, advocate’ (see patron
 ).





patronal

 
/ˈpātrənl/






adjective




of or relating to a patron saint




•
 
the patronal festival of the parish church of St. Peter.



















patroness

 
/ˈpātrənəs/






noun




a female patron.













patronize

 
/ˈpātrəˌnīz ˈpatrəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
patronizing

 )
 — treat with an apparent kindness that betrays a feeling of superiority




•
 
“She's a good-hearted girl,” he said in a patronizing voice




•
 
she was determined not to be put down or patronized.










2.
 
frequent (a store, theater, restaurant, or other establishment) as a customer




•
 
restaurants remaining open in the evening were well patronized.










3.
 
give encouragement and financial support to (a person, especially an artist, or a cause)




•
 
local churches and voluntary organizations were patronized by the family.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
patronization

 
/ˌpātrəniˈzāSHən, ˌpa- /






noun













2.
 
patronizer

 
/ˈpātrəˌnīzər ˈpatrəˌnīzər /






noun













3.
 
patronizingly

 
/ˈpātrəˌnīziNGlē ˈpatrəˌnīziNGlē /






adverb






















patron saint

 
/ˈpātrən sānt/






noun




the protecting or guiding saint of a person or place.














Patrons of Husbandry






noun




see grange
 (
sense

 2).














patronym

 
/ˈpatrənim/





I.
 
noun




another term for patronymic
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French 
patronyme

 ‘family name’ from Greek 
patrōnumos

 (see patronymic
 ).






patronymic

 
/ˌpatrəˈnimik/





I.
 
noun




a name derived from the name of a father or ancestor, typically by the addition of a prefix or suffix, e.g., 
Johnson

 , 
O'Brien

 , 
Ivanovich

 .








II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a name derived from the name of a father or male ancestor.




•
 
the patronymic naming of children.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
patrōnumikos

 , from 
patrōnumos

 , from 
patēr

 , 
patr-

 ‘father’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





patroon

 
/pəˈtro͞on/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹historical›

 a person given land and granted certain manorial privileges under the former Dutch governments of New York and New Jersey.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch.





patsy

 
/ˈpatsē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who is easily taken advantage of, especially by being cheated or blamed for something.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





pattée

 
/pəˈtā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of a cross) having almost triangular arms, narrow at the center and broadening to squared ends




•
 
a cross pattée.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, from 
patte

 ‘paw.’





patten

 
/ˈpatn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a shoe or clog with a raised sole or set on an iron ring, worn to raise one's feet above wet or muddy ground when walking outdoors.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
patin

 , perhaps from 
patte

 ‘paw.’






patter1


 
/ˈpadər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a repeated light tapping sound




•
 
a flurry of rain pattered against the window.










2.
 
run with quick light steps




•
 
plovers pattered at the edge of the marsh.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a repeated light tapping




•
 
the rain had stopped its vibrating patter above him.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: frequentative of pat
 1
 .





patter2


 
/ˈpadər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rapid or smooth-flowing continuous talk, such as that used by a comedian or salesman




•
 
slick black hair, flashy clothes, and a New York line of patter.










2.
 
rapid speech included in a song, especially for comic effect


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a patter song of invective.










3.
 
the special language or jargon of a profession or other group




•
 
he picked up the patter from watching his dad.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk at length without saying anything significant




•
 
she pattered on incessantly.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘recite (a prayer, charm, etc.) rapidly’): from paternoster
 . The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





pattern

 
/ˈpadərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a repeated decorative design




•
 
a neat blue herringbone pattern.










2.
 
an arrangement or sequence regularly found in comparable objects or events




•
 
the house had been built on the usual pattern.










3.
 
a regular and intelligible form or sequence discernible in certain actions or situations




•
 
a complicating factor is the change in working patterns.










4.
 
a model or design used as a guide in needlework and other crafts.




5.
 
a set of instructions to be followed in making a sewn or knitted item.




6.
 
a wooden or metal model from which a mold is made for a casting.




7.
 
an example for others to follow




•
 
he set the pattern for subsequent study.










8.
 
a sample of cloth or wallpaper.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
patterned

 )
 — decorate with a recurring design




•
 
rosebud patterned wallpapers




•
 
violet-tinged flowers patterned the grassy banks.










2.
 
give a regular or intelligible form to




•
 
the brain not only receives information, but interprets and patterns it.










3.
 
(
pattern something on/after

 )
 — give something a form based on that of (something else)




•
 
the clothing is patterned on athletes' wear.

















– origin

 Middle English 
patron

 ‘something serving as a model,’ from Old French (see patron
 ). The change in sense is from the idea of a patron giving an example to be copied. Metathesis in the second syllable occurred in the 16th cent. By 1700 
patron

 ceased to be used of things, and the two forms became differentiated in sense.





pattern baldness






noun




genetically determined baldness in which hair is gradually lost according to a characteristic pattern.













pattern bombing






noun




the bombing of a target from a number of aircraft according to a prescribed pattern intended to produce the maximum effect.













pattern book

 
/ˈpadərn bo͝ok/






noun




a book containing samples of patterns and designs of cloth or wallpaper.













pattern drill






noun




another term for pattern practice
 .













patterned ground






noun






[Geology]

 ground showing a pattern of stones, fissures, and vegetation, typically forming polygons, rings, or stripes caused by repeated freezing and thawing.













patternless

 
/ˈpadərnləs/






adjective



1.
 
having no pattern; plain and undecorated




•
 
smooth, patternless paper for covering poor or uneven walls.










2.
 
forming no discernible pattern




•
 
phenomena that are completely patternless and disorganized.




















pattern practice






noun




the intensive repetition of the distinctive constructions and patterns of a foreign language as a means of learning.













patter of tiny feet






noun






‹humorous›

 used in reference to the presence or imminent birth of a child




•
 
I had long ago given up hope of ever 
hearing the patter of tiny feet

 .



















Patterson, Floyd

 
/ˈpatərsən/






(1935–2006), US boxer. An Olympic middleweight champion 1952, he was also the world heavyweight champion 1956–59, 1960–62, becoming the first heavyweight to regain the title.









Patton, George

 
/ˈpatn/






(1885–1945), US army general; full name 
George Smith Patton, Jr

 . During World War II, he commanded the ground forces in the Allied invasion of northwest Africa 1942–43, the US Seventh Army in the Allied invasion of Sicily 1943, and the US Third Army in the drive through France 1944. His story was told in the movie 
Patton

 (1971).









patty

 
/ˈpadē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flat cake of minced or finely chopped food, especially meat.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small, round, flat chocolate-covered peppermint candy.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a small pie or turnover.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of French 
pâté

 , by association with pasty
 1
 .





patty-cake

 
/ˈpadēˌkāk /

 
pat-a-cake






noun




a children's game in which participants gently clap each other's hands and their own in time to the words of a rhyme.













pattypan

 
/ˈpadēˌpan /

 
pattypan squash





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a squash of a saucer-shaped variety with a scalloped rim and creamy white flesh.











– origin

 so named from the resemblance in shape to a pan for baking a patty.





patty shell






noun




a shell of puff pastry with a cooked meat or vegetable filling.













patulous

 
/ˈpaCHələs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 (especially of the branches of a tree) spreading.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
patulus

 (from 
patere

 ‘be or lie open’) + -ous
 .





patzer

 
/ˈpätsər, ˈpat-/





I.
 
noun




a poor chess player.











– origin

 1940s: perhaps related to German 
patzen

 ‘to bungle.’





PAU






abbreviation




Pan American Union.













paua

 
/ˈpouə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(NZ)

 a large edible abalone (mollusk).




2.
 


(NZ)

 the ornamental shell of this.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.





paucity

 
/ˈpôsədē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the presence of something only in small or insufficient quantities or amounts; scarcity




•
 
a 
paucity of

 information.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
paucite

 or Latin 
paucitas

 , from 
paucus

 ‘few.’





Paul, Les

 
/pôl/






(1915–2009), US jazz guitarist and guitar designer; born 
Lester Polfus

 . In the 1940s he pioneered the development of the solid-body electric guitar.









Paul, St.






(died 
c.

 64), missionary; known as 
Paul the Apostle

 , 
Saul of Tarsus

 , or 
the Apostle of the Gentiles

 . He first opposed the followers of Jesus, but after a vision became one of the first major Christian missionaries and theologians. His epistles form part of the New Testament. Feast day, June 29.










Paul III






(1468–1549), Italian pope 1534–49; born 
Alessandro Farnese

 . He excommunicated Henry VIII of England in 1538, instituted the order of the Jesuits in 1540, and initiated the Council of Trent in 1545.









Paul–Bunnell test

 
/ˌpôlˈbənəl ˌtest/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a test in which an antibody reaction to sheep red blood cells confirms a diagnosis of infectious mononucleosis.











– origin

 1930s: named after John R. 
Paul

 (1893–1936) and Walls W. 
Bunnell

 (1902–1965), American physicians.






Pauli, Wolfgang

 
/ˈpôlē, ˈpou-/






(1900–58), US physicist, born in Austria. He made a major contribution to quantum theory with his 
exclusion principle

 , according to which only two electrons in an atom could occupy the same quantum level, provided they had opposite spins. Nobel Prize for Physics (1945).









Paulician

 
/ˌpôˈliSHən/





I.
 
noun




a member of a religious sect that arose in Armenia in the 7th century 
AD

 , professing a modified form of Manichaeism.








II.
 
derivatives





Paulicianism

 
/-izəm /






noun



















– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Pauliciani

 , Greek 
Paulikianoi

 , of unknown origin.





Pauli exclusion principle

 

‹Physics›


 
Pauli's exclusion principle





I.
 
the assertion that no two fermions can have the same quantum number.







– origin

 1920s: named after W. Pauli (see Pauli, Wolfgang
 ).





Pauline

 
/pôˈlēn ˈpôˌlīn/






adjective



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 of, relating to, or characteristic of St. Paul, his writings, or his doctrines.




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 (in the Roman Catholic Church) of or relating to Pope Paul VI, or the liturgical and doctrinal reforms pursued during his pontificate (1963–78) as a result of the Second Vatican Council.













Pauling, Linus Carl

 
/ˈpôliNG/






(1901–94), US chemist. He is renowned for his study of molecular structure and chemical bonding. His suggestion of a helical structure for proteins formed the foundation for the elucidation of the structure of DNA. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1954).









Paul Jones





I.
 
noun




a ballroom dance in which the dancers change partners after circling in concentric rings of men and women.











– origin

 1920s: named after John 
Paul Jones

 (1747–92), Scottish-born American admiral.





paulownia

 
/pôˈlōnēə/





I.
 
noun




a small Southeast Asian tree with heart-shaped leaves and fragrant lilac flowers.

[Genus 
Paulownia

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Anna 
Pavlovna

 (1795–1865), a Russian princess.





Paul Pry





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 an inquisitive person.











– origin

 from the name of a character in a US song of 1820.





paunch

 
/pôn(t)SH pän(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large or protruding abdomen or stomach.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 a thick strong mat used to give protection from chafing on a mast or other spar.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
paunchiness

 
/ˈpônCHēnis /






noun













2.
 
paunchy

 
/ˈpônCHē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
pa(u)nche

 , based on Latin 
pantex

 , 
pantic-

 , usually in the plural in the sense ‘intestines.’





pauper

 
/ˈpôpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very poor person.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a recipient of government relief or public charity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pauperdom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
pauperism

 
/ˈpôpəˌrizəm /






noun













3.
 
pauperization

 
/ˌpôp(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌpôpəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













4.
 
pauperize

 
/ˈpôpəˌrīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘poor.’ The word's use in English originated in the Latin legal phrase 
in forma pauperis

 , literally ‘in the form of a poor person’ (allowing nonpayment of costs).





paupiette

 
/pōˈpyet/





I.
 
noun




a long, thin slice of fish or meat, rolled and stuffed with a filling.











– origin

 French, probably from Italian 
polpetta

 , from Latin 
pulpa

 ‘pulp.’





pauraque

 
/pouˈräkā/





I.
 
noun




a long-tailed nightjar found in southern Texas, Mexico, and Central and South America.

[Family 
Caprimulgidae

 : two genera and species, in particular the 
common pauraque

 (
Nyctidromus albicollis

 ).]











– origin

 probably a Hispanicized form of a local word.





Pauropoda

 
/ˌpôrəˈpädə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small class of myriapod invertebrates that resemble the centipedes. They are small, soft-bodied animals with one pair of legs per segment, living chiefly in forest litter.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pauropod

 
/ˈpôrəˌpäd /






noun













2.
 
pauropodan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
pauros

 ‘small’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





Pausanias

 
/pôˈsānēəs/






(2nd century), Greek geographer and historian. His 
Description of Greece

 (also called the 
Itinerary of Greece

 ) is a guide to the topography and remains of ancient Greece and is still considered an invaluable source of information.










pause

 
/pôz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a temporary stop in action or speech




•
 
she dropped me outside during a brief pause in the rain




•
 
the admiral chattered away 
without pause

 .










2.
 


[Music]

 a mark over a note or rest that is to be lengthened by an unspecified amount; a fermata.




3.
 
(also 
pause button

 )
 — a control allowing the temporary interruption of an electronic (or mechanical) process, especially video or audio recording or reproduction.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interrupt action or speech briefly




•
 
she paused, at a loss for words.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — temporarily interrupt the operation of (a videotape, audiotape, or computer program)




•
 
she had paused a tape on the VCR.














III.
 
phrases





give someone pause






cause someone to think carefully or hesitate before doing something




•
 
public outrage has given him pause.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pausa

 , from Greek 
pausis

 , from 
pausein

 ‘to stop.’





pavane

 
/pəˈvän /

 
pavan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stately dance in slow duple time, popular in the 16th and 17th centuries and performed in elaborate clothing.




2.
 
a piece of music for the pavane.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
pavane

 , from Italian 
pavana

 , feminine adjective from 
Pavo

 , dialect name of Padua.





Pavarotti, Luciano

 
/ˌpävəˈrätē, -väˈrôtē/






(1935–2007), Italian opera singer. A tenor, he gained international acclaim and popularity for his bel canto singing. He was one of the Three Tenors, along with José Carreras and Placido Domingo.









pave

 
/pāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a piece of ground) with concrete, asphalt, stones, or bricks; lay paving over




•
 
the yard at the front was 
paved with

 flagstones




•
 (as 
adj.

 
paved

 )
 
chrysanthemums provide a cheerful border for the paved area.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
pave the way for






create the circumstances to enable (something) to happen or be done




•
 
the proposals will pave the way for a speedy resolution to the problem.















2.
 
the streets are paved with gold






used to suggest that it is easy to become rich and successful in a particular place




•
 
few people now imagine that the streets of New York, Paris, or London are paved with gold.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paver

 ‘pave.’





pavé

 
/pəˈvā, pa-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a setting of precious stones placed so closely together that no metal shows




•
 
a solid diamond pavé.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a paved street, road, or path.











– origin

 French, literally ‘paved,’ past participle of 
paver

 .





pavement

 
/ˈpāvmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any paved area or surface.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the hard surface of a road or street.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a sidewalk.




4.
 


[Geology]

 a more or less horizontal expanse of bare rock.








II.
 
phrases





pound the pavement






see pound
 2
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pavimentum

 ‘trodden-down floor,’ from 
pavire

 ‘beat, tread down.’





paver

 
/ˈpāvər/






noun



1.
 
a paving stone.




2.
 
a person who lays pavement or paving stones.













pavilion

 
/pəˈvilyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building or similar structure used for a specific purpose, in particular




2.
 
a summerhouse or other decorative building used as a shelter in a park or large garden.




3.
 
in the names of buildings used for theatrical or other entertainments




•
 
the second concert at the White Rock Pavilion.










4.
 
a detached or semidetached block at a hospital or other building complex.




5.
 
a large tent with a peak and crenellated decorations, used especially at a show or fair.




6.
 
a temporary building, stand, or other structure in which items are displayed by a dealer or exhibitor at a trade exhibition.




7.
 
a usually highly decorated projecting subdivision of a building.




8.
 
the part of a cut gemstone below the girdle.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a large decorated tent): from Old French 
pavillon

 , from Latin 
papilio(n-)

 ‘butterfly; tent.’





paving

 
/ˈpāviNG/






noun



1.
 
pavement.




2.
 
the materials used for a pavement.













paving stone

 
/ˈpāviNG stōn/






noun




a large, flat piece of stone or similar material, used in paving.













pavior

 
/ˈpāvyər /

 


‹Brit.›

 paviour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paving stone.




2.
 
a person who lays paving stones.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paveur

 , from 
paver

 ‘pave.’





Pavlov, Ivan

 
/ˈpavˌläv, -lôf, -ləf/






(1849–1936), Russian physiologist; full name 
Ivan Petrovich Pavlov

 . He is best known for his studies on the conditioned reflex. He showed by experimenting with dogs how the secretion of saliva can be stimulated not only by food but also by the sound of a bell associated with food. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1904).









pavlova

 
/pävˈlōvə/





I.
 
noun




a dessert consisting of a meringue base or shell filled with whipped cream and fruit.











– origin

 named after A. 
Pavlova

 (see Pavlova, Anna
 ).






Pavlova, Anna

 
/pävˈlōvə, ˈpävləvə/






(1881–1931), Russian dancer, resident in Britain from 1912; full name 
Anna Pavlovna Pavlova

 . Her highly acclaimed solo dance 
The Dying Swan

 was created for her by Michel Fokine in 1905. On settling in Britain she formed her own company.









Pavlovian

 
/pävˈlōvēən pävˈlôvēən/






adjective




of or relating to classical conditioning as described by I. P. Pavlov.













Pavo

 
/ˈpāvō /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Peacock), between Grus and Triangulum Australe. Its brightest star is itself sometimes called “the Peacock.”




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Pavonis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Pavonis.













– origin

 Latin.





pavonine

 
/ˈpavəˌnīn, -nin/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 
‹rare›

 of or like a peacock.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pavoninus

 , from 
pavo

 , 
pavon-

 ‘peacock.’





paw

 
/pô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal's foot having claws and pads.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person's hand




•
 
touch her with your filthy paws and I'll ram my fist into your face.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) feel or scrape with a paw or hoof




•
 
the horse rose on its strong haunches, its forelegs pawing the air




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
young dogs may 
paw at

 the floor and whine.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) touch or handle clumsily or lasciviously




•
 
some overweight, ugly Casanova had tried to paw her.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poue

 , probably of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
poot

 .





pawky

 
/ˈpôkē/





I.
 
adjective

 — 1


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 having or showing a sly sense of humor




•
 
a gentle man with a pawky wit.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 shrewd




•
 
she shakes her head with a look of pawky, knowing skepticism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pawkily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
pawkiness

 
/-kēnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Scots and northern English 
pawk

 ‘trick,’ of unknown origin.





pawl

 
/pôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pivoted curved bar or lever whose free end engages with the teeth of a cogwheel or ratchet so that the wheel or ratchet can only turn or move one way.




2.
 
each of a set of short stout bars that engage with the whelps and prevent a capstan, windlass, or winch from recoiling.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from Low German and Dutch 
pal

 (related to 
pal

 ‘fixed’).






pawn1


 
/pôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chess piece of the smallest size and value. A pawn moves one square forward along its file if unobstructed (or two on the first move), or one square diagonally forward when making a capture. Each player begins with eight pawns on the second rank, and can promote a pawn to become any other piece (typically a queen) if it reaches the opponent's end of the board.




2.
 
a person used by others for their own purposes




•
 
they had allowed themselves to be used as pawns within the Cold War.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
poun

 , from medieval Latin 
pedo

 , 
pedon-

 ‘foot soldier,’ from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’ Compare with peon
 .






pawn2


 
/pôn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deposit (an object) with a pawnbroker as security for money lent




•
 
I pawned the necklace to cover the loan.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an object left as security for money lent.








III.
 
phrases





in pawn






(of an object) held as security by a pawnbroker




•
 
all our money was gone and everything was in pawn.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





pawn someone/something off






pass off someone or something unwanted




•
 
newly industrialized economies are racing to 
pawn off

 old processes 
on

 poorer countries.





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun): from Old French 
pan

 ‘pledge, security,’ of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pand

 and German 
Pfand

 .





pawnbroker

 
/ˈpônˌbrōkər/





I.
 
noun




a person who lends money at interest on the security of an article pawned.








II.
 
derivatives





pawnbroking

 
/-kiNG /






noun





















Pawnee

 
/pôˈnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian confederacy formerly in Nebraska, and now mainly in Oklahoma.




2.
 
the Caddoan language of the Pawnee.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Pawnee or their language.











– origin

 from Canadian French 
Pani

 , from a Siouan name.





pawnshop

 
/ˈpônˌSHäp/






noun




a pawnbroker's shop, especially one where unredeemed items are sold to the public.













pawn ticket

 
/pôn ˈtikit/






noun




a ticket issued by a pawnbroker in exchange for an article pawned, bearing particulars of the loan.














pawpaw

 
/ˈpôpô /

 
papaw





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for papaya
 .




2.
 
(also 
pawpaw tree

 )
 — a North American tree of the custard apple family, with purple flowers and edible oblong yellow fruit with sweet pulp.

[
Asimina triloba

 , family 
Annonaceae

 .]




3.
 
the fruit of the pawpaw tree.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish and Portuguese 
papaya

 , of Carib origin. The change in spelling is unexplained.





Pawtucket

 
/pəˈtəkət, pô-/






an industrial city in northeastern Rhode Island, on the Blackstone River, northeast of Providence, site of pioneering metal and textile plants; pop. 71,765 (est. 2008).









pax1


 
/paks päks/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 (in the Christian Church) the kissing of a tablet by all the participants at a mass depicting the Crucifixion or other sacred object; the kiss of peace.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘peace.’





pax2


 
/paks päks/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in commercial use) a person or persons




•
 
the buffet costs $53 per pax




•
 
two pilots and four pax on board.

















– origin

 1970s: apparently an alteration of 
pass-

 (from passenger
 ).






Pax

 
/paks, päks /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







the goddess of peace.

Greek equivalent Eirene
 .









Pax Americana

 
/ˌpaks əmeriˈkänə /

 
Pax Britannica





I.
 
noun




a state of relative international peace regarded as overseen by the US (or the UK).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘American peace,’ after Pax Romana
 .






Pax Romana

 
/ˌpäks rōˈmänə/





I.
 
noun




the peace that existed between nationalities within the Roman Empire.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘Roman peace.’





Paxton, Sir Joseph

 
/ˈpakstən/






(1801–65), English gardener and architect. He designed the Crystal Palace in London in 1851.










pay1


 
/pā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (someone) money that is due for work done, goods received, or a debt incurred


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he paid the locals to pick his coffee beans




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
TV licenses can be 
paid for

 by direct debit.










2.
 
give (a sum of money) in exchange for goods or work done or in discharge of a debt




•
 
he paid $1,000 to have it built in 1977




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
a museum paid him a four-figure sum for it.










3.
 
hand over or transfer the amount due of (a debt, wages, etc.) to someone




•
 
bonuses were paid to savers whose policies completed their full term.










4.
 
(of work, an investment, etc.) yield or provide someone with (a specified sum of money)




•
 
jobs that pay $5 or $6 an hour.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a business or undertaking, or an attitude) be profitable or advantageous to someone




•
 
crime doesn't pay




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it pays to choose varieties carefully.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer a loss or other misfortune as a consequence of an action




•
 
the destroyer responsible for these atrocities would have to 
pay with

 his life.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give what is due or deserved to (someone); reward or punish.




8.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — give or bestow (attention, respect, or a compliment) on (someone)




•
 
no one paid them any attention.










9.
 
make (a visit or a call) to (someone)




•
 
she has been prevailed upon to pay us a visit.














II.
 
noun




the money paid to someone for regular work




•
 
those working on contract may receive higher rates of pay




•
 
showing up and collecting your pay.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the pay of






employed by.









2.
 
pay one's compliments






see compliment
 .









3.
 
pay court to






see court
 .









4.
 
pay dearly





a.
 
obtain something at a high cost or great effort




•
 
his master must have paid dearly for such a magnificent beast.










b.
 
suffer for an error or failure




•
 
they paid dearly for wasting goalscoring opportunities.















5.
 
pay one's dues






see due
 .









6.
 
pay for itself






(of an object or system) earn or save enough money to cover the cost of its purchase




•
 
the best insulation will pay for itself in less than a year.















7.
 
pay it forward






respond to a person's kindness to oneself by being kind to someone else




•
 
I will take the support I have had and try to pay it forward whenever I can.















8.
 
pay its (or one's) way






(of an enterprise or person) earn enough to cover its (or one's) costs




•
 
some students are paying their way through college.















9.
 
pay one's last respects






show respect toward a dead person by attending their funeral.









10.
 
pay one's respects






make a polite visit to someone




•
 
we went to pay our respects to the head lama.















11.
 
pay through the nose








‹informal›

 pay much more than a fair price.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pay someone back





a.
 
repay a loan to someone




•
 
a regular amount was deducted from my wages to pay her back.










b.
 
take revenge on someone




•
 
would you like to 
pay

 him 
back for

 hitting you like that?










c.
 
reward someone for something done earlier




•
 
I took Aunt Shirley a cake to 
pay

 her 
back for

 solving a problem my grandmother had.















2.
 
pay something back






repay a loan to someone




•
 
the money should be paid back with interest




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
they did pay me back the money.















3.
 
pay something in






pay money into a bank account.









4.
 
pay off








‹informal›

 (of a course of action) yield good results; succeed




•
 
all the hard work I had done over the summer paid off.















5.
 
pay someone off






dismiss someone with a final payment




•
 
when directors are fired, they should not be lavishly paid off.















6.
 
pay something off






pay a debt in full




•
 
you may have saved up enough to pay off your second mortgage.















7.
 
pay something out (or pay out)





a.
 
pay a large sum of money from funds under one's control




•
 
insurers can refuse to pay out.










b.
 
let out (a rope) by slackening it




•
 
I began paying out the nylon line.















8.
 
pay up (or pay something up)






pay a debt in full




•
 
you've got ninety days to pay up the principal.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pacify’): from Old French 
paie

 (noun), 
payer

 (verb), from Latin 
pacare

 ‘appease,’ from 
pax

 , 
pac-

 ‘peace.’ The notion of ‘payment’ arose from the sense of ‘pacifying’ a creditor.





pay2


 
/pā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 seal (the deck or hull seams of a wooden ship) with pitch or tar to prevent leakage.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Old Northern French 
peier

 , from Latin 
picare

 , from 
pix

 , 
pic-

 ‘pitch.’





payable

 
/ˈpāəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of money) required to be paid; due




•
 
interest is payable on the money owing




•
 
send a check, payable to the ASPCA.










2.
 
able to be paid




•
 
it costs just $195, payable in five monthly installments.














II.
 
noun

 — (
payables

 )


1.
 
debts owed by a business; liabilities.













pay as you go

 
/ˈˌpā əz yo͞o ˈɡō/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system of meeting costs as they arise or paying for a service before it is used




•
 
a pay-as-you-go phone




•
 
healthcare on a pay-as-you-go basis.



















payback

 
/ˈpāˌbak/






noun



1.
 
financial return or reward, especially profit equal to the initial outlay of an investment




•
 
a long time lag between investment and payback.










2.
 
an act of revenge or retaliation




•
 
the drive-by shootings are mainly paybacks.



















payback period






noun




the length of time required for an investment to recover its initial outlay in terms of profits or savings.













pay cable






noun






(US)

 a cable television service available on a subscription basis.













paycheck

 
/ˈpāˌCHek/






noun



1.
 
a check for salary or wages made out to an employee.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a salary or income




•
 
socking away money for the time when he wouldn't have a steady paycheck.



















payday

 
/ˈpāˌdā/






noun



1.
 
a day on which someone is paid or expects to be paid their wages.




2.
 


‹informal›

 money or success won or earned




•
 
his two seasons in Dallas helped him land his first huge payday in the NFL when he signed with the Cardinals.



















payday lender





I.
 
noun




a company that lends customers small amounts of money at high interest rates, on the agreement that the loan will be repaid when the borrower receives their next paycheck




•
 
payday lenders have been criticized for setting loan terms that keep cash-strapped borrowers in perpetual debt.














II.
 
derivatives





payday lending






noun





















payday loan






noun




a relatively small amount of money lent at a high rate of interest on the agreement that it will be repaid when the borrower receives their next paycheck




•
 
consumer advocates and lawmakers are urging low-income consumers to avoid payday loans.



















pay dirt

 
/ˈpā ˌdərt/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 ground containing ore in sufficient quantity to be profitably extracted.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 profit; reward




•
 
the gig pays three hundred bucks a week—looks like I just 
hit pay dirt

 .



















payee

 
/pāˈē/






noun




a person to whom money is paid or is to be paid, especially the person to whom a check is made payable.














pay envelope






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an envelope containing an employee's wages.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a salary or income




•
 
a company cutting pay envelopes.



















payer

 
/ˈpāər/






noun




a person or organization that gives someone money that is due for work done, goods received, or a debt incurred




•
 
the industry is one of the biggest payers of corporation tax




•
 
mortgage payers.



















payess

 
/ˈpāis/





I.
 
plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 uncut sideburns worn by male Orthodox Jews.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: Yiddish, from Hebrew 
pē'ōṯ

 ‘corners’ (see Lev. 19:27).





pay grade





I.
 
noun




a grade or level on a pay scale




•
 
workers are to be balloted by the union for a proposed strike over the secretaries' pay grades.














II.
 
phrases





be above (or beyond) one's pay grade






be above one's level of responsibility or outside one's sphere of expertise




•
 
such decisions were above his pay grade




•
 
most of this cybersecurity stuff is way beyond my pay grade.























paying guest

 
/ˈpāiNG ɡest/






noun




a person who lives in someone else's house and pays for food and accommodations; a lodger.













payload

 
/ˈpāˌlōd/






noun



1.
 
the part of a vehicle's load, especially an aircraft's, from which revenue is derived; passengers and cargo.




2.
 
equipment, personnel, or satellites carried by a spacecraft.




3.
 


[Computing]

 the actual information or message in transmitted data, as opposed to automatically generated metadata.




4.
 
an explosive warhead carried by a missile.




5.
 


[Computing]

 the effects of a virus on a computer system.













paymaster

 
/ˈpāˌmastər/






noun




an official who pays troops or workers.













payment

 
/ˈpāmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of paying someone or something, or of being paid




•
 
ask for a discount for payment by cash




•
 
three interest-free monthly payments.










2.
 
an amount paid or payable




•
 
an interim compensation payment of $2500.










3.
 
something given as a reward or in recompense for something done




•
 
a suit with a velvet collar that I got as payment for being in the show.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
paiement

 , from 
payer

 ‘to pay.’





Payne's gray

 
/ˌpānz ˈɡrā/





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 a composite pigment composed of blue, red, black, and white permanent pigments, used especially for watercolors.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William 
Payne

 (
fl.

 1800), English artist.





paynim

 
/ˈpānim/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a non-Christian, especially a Muslim.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
paienime

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
paganismus

 ‘heathenism,’ from 
paganus

 ‘heathen’ (see pagan
 ).





payoff

 
/ˈpāˌôf/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a payment made to someone, especially as a bribe or reward, or on leaving a job




•
 
widespread rumors of payoffs and kickbacks in the party.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the return on an investment or a bet.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a final outcome; a conclusion




•
 
it gave them the idea for the payoff of last night's episode.



















payola

 
/pāˈōlə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the practice of bribing someone to use their influence or position to promote a particular product or interest




•
 
if a record company spends enough money on payola, it can make any record a hit.

















– origin

 1930s: from pay
 1
 + 
-ola

 as in 
Victrola

 , the name of a make of gramophone.





payout

 
/ˈpāˌout/






noun




a large payment of money, especially as compensation or a dividend




•
 
an insurance payout.



















pay packet

 
/ˈpā ˌpakət/






noun




British term for pay envelope
 .













pay-per-click






noun




(on the Internet) a business model whereby a company that has placed an advertisement on a website pays a sum of money to the host website when a user clicks on to the advertisement.













pay-per-view

 
//






adjective




see PPV
 .














pay phone






noun




a public telephone that is operated by coins or by a credit or prepaid card.













payroll

 
/ˈpāˌrōl/






noun



1.
 
a list of a company's employees and the amount of money they are to be paid




•
 
there are just three employees 
on the payroll

 .










2.
 
the total amount of wages and salaries paid by a company to its employees




•
 
small employers with a payroll of less than $45,000.



















paysage

 
/pāˈzäZH, ˈpāsij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rural scene depicted in art.




2.
 
landscape painting.








II.
 
derivatives





paysagist

 
/ˈpāsəjist /






noun



















– origin

 French, literally ‘countryside,’ from 
pays

 ‘country.’





paysan

 
/pāˈzän/





I.
 
noun




a peasant or countryman, especially in France.











– origin

 French.






Pays Basque

 
/ˌpāz ˈbask/






French name for Basque Country
 .









pay scale






noun




a graded scale of wages or salaries paid within a particular organization or profession




•
 
a disproportionate number of women are in the lower half of the pay scale.



















payslip

 
/ˈpāˌslip/






noun




a note given to an employee when they have been paid, detailing the amount of pay given and the tax and insurance deducted.













pay station

 
/ˈpā ˌstāSHən/






noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 another term for pay phone
 .













payt.






abbreviation




payment.













Payton, Walter

 
/ˈpātn/






(1954–99) US football player. A running back, he played for the Chicago Bears 1975–87 and held the NFL's career record for most yards rushed: 16,726. Football Hall of Fame (1993).









pay-to-play






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting an arrangement in which a charge must be paid to play a game or sport




•
 
both municipal courses are also available on a pay-to-play basis




•
 
all the games are pay-to-play




•
 
a pay-to-play pool table.










2.
 


(US)

 (especially in politics) relating to or denoting a situation in which payment is demanded, often illegally, from those wishing to take part in a particular business activity




•
 
a pay-to-play scandal haunts the hundred-billion-dollar state pension fund.



















pay TV

 
/pā ˈˌtē ˈvē /

 
pay television






noun




television broadcasting in which viewers pay by subscription to watch a particular channel.













paywall

 
/ˈpāwôl/






noun




(on a website) an arrangement whereby access is restricted to users who have paid to subscribe to the site.













Paz, Octavio

 
/päz, päs/






(1914–98), Mexican poet and essayist. His poems reflect his interest in Aztec mythology. Nobel Prize for Literature (1990).









Pb






symbol




the chemical element lead.

[from Latin 
plumbum

 .]













PB





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 petabyte(s).




2.
 
British Pharmacopoeia.

[Latin 
Pharmacopoeia Britannica

 .]




3.
 
(also 
pb

 )
 — paperback




•
 
hb $18.99, pb $6.99.










4.
 
Prayer Book.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for personal best
 :




•
 
she took another half a second off her PB in the Olympic heats.



















PBS






abbreviation




Public Broadcasting Service.













PBX






abbreviation




private branch exchange, a private telephone switchboard.













pc






abbreviation




parsec.













PC

 
/ˌpē ˈsē/






abbreviation



1.
 
Past Commander.




2.
 
personal computer.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 Police Constable.




4.
 
(also 
pc

 )
 — politically correct; political correctness




•
 
PC language




•
 
the cult of PC.










5.
 
Post Commander.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 Prince Consort.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 Privy Council.




8.
 
professional corporation.













p.c.






abbreviation



1.
 
percent.




2.
 
postcard.













p/c

 
P/C






abbreviation



1.
 
petty cash.




2.
 
price current.













PCB






abbreviation



1.
 


[Electronics]

 printed circuit board.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 polychlorinated biphenyl.













PC card






noun






[Computing]

 a printed circuit board, especially one built to the PCMCIA standard.














P-Celtic

 
/ˌpēˈkeltik/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Brythonic
 .











– origin

 
P

 , from the development of the Indo-European 
kw

 sound into 
p

 in this group of languages.





PCI





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a standard for connecting computers and their peripherals.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
Peripheral Component Interconnect

 .





PCM






abbreviation




pulse code modulation.













PCMCIA






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Personal Computer Memory Card International Association, denoting a standard specification for memory cards and interfaces in personal computers.













PC mod






noun






[Computing]

 another term for mod
 3
 .













PCN






abbreviation




personal communications network, a digital mobile telephone system.













p-code

 
/ˈpēkōd/






noun




another term for pseudocode
 .













PCP






abbreviation



1.
 
pentachlorophenol.




2.
 
phencyclidine.




3.
 
pneumocystis carinii pneumonia.




4.
 
primary care physician.




5.
 
(in Canada) Progressive-Conservative Party.













PCS






abbreviation




personal communications services, a digital mobile telephone system.













pct.






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 percent.













PCV






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 passenger-carrying vehicle.













pd






abbreviation




paid.













Pd






symbol




the chemical element palladium.













PD






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 Police Department




•
 
the Chicago PD.










2.
 
public domain




•
 
PD software.



















p.d.






abbreviation



1.
 
per diem.




2.
 
potential difference.













PDA1






I.
 
noun




a palmtop computer that functions as a personal organizer but also provides email and Internet access.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
personal digital assistant

 .





PDA2







abbreviation






‹informal›

 public display of affection.













Pd.B.






abbreviation




Bachelor of Pedagogy.













PDC






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 program delivery control, a system for broadcasting a coded signal at the beginning and end of a television program which can be recognized by a video recorder and used to begin and end recording.













Pd.D.






abbreviation




Doctor of Pedagogy.













PDF

 
/pēːdēːˈef/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a file format that provides an electronic image of text or text and graphics that looks like a printed document and can be viewed, printed, and electronically transmitted.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a file in PDF format




•
 
I sent him a PDF of the article.

















– origin

 abbreviation of 
Portable Document Format

 .





Pd.M.






abbreviation




Master of Pedagogy.













PDP






abbreviation




parallel distributed processing.













p.d.q.

 
/pēːdēːˈkyo͞oː/






abbreviation






‹informal›

 pretty damn quick.













PDT

 
/pēːdēːˈtēː/






abbreviation




Pacific Daylight Time (see Pacific time
 ).













PE

 
/ˌpē ˈē/






abbreviation



1.
 
physical education.




2.
 
Prince Edward Island (in official postal use).














pea

 
/pē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spherical green seed that is widely eaten as a vegetable.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — used in names of edible spherical seeds of the pea family, e.g., 
chickpea

 and 
black-eyed pea

 .




3.
 
the hardy Eurasian climbing plant that yields pods containing these seeds.

[
Pisum sativum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 (or 
Fabaceae

 ; the 
pea family

 ). The members of this family (known as legumes) are sometimes divided among three smaller families: 
Papilionaceae

 (peas, beans, clovers, vetches, brooms, laburnums, etc.), 
Mimosaceae

 (mimosas, acacias), and 
Caesalpiniaceae

 (cassia, carob, and many tropical timber trees).]








II.
 
phrases





like peas (or two peas) in a pod






so similar as to be indistinguishable or nearly so.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: back-formation from pease
 (interpreted as plural).





pea bean






noun




a variety of kidney bean with small rounded seeds.













peaberry

 
/ˈpēˌberē/






noun




a coffee berry containing one rounded seed instead of the usual two, through nonfertilization of one ovule or subsequent abortion. Such beans are esteemed for their fine, strong flavor.













Peabody

 
/ˈpēˌbädē, -bədē/






an industrial city in northeastern Massachusetts; pop. 51,331 (est. 2008).









peabrain

 
/ˈpēbrān/






noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.













pea-brained

 
/ˈpēbrānd/






adjective






‹informal›

 stupid; foolish.














peace

 
/pēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
freedom from disturbance; quiet and tranquility




•
 
you can while away an hour or two in peace and seclusion.










2.
 
mental calm; serenity




•
 
the 
peace of mind

 this insurance gives you.










3.
 
freedom from or the cessation of war or violence




•
 
the Straits were to be open to warships in time of peace.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a period of this




•
 
the peace didn't last.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a treaty agreeing to the cessation of war between warring states




•
 
support for a negotiated peace.










6.
 
freedom from civil disorder




•
 
police action to restore peace.










7.
 
freedom from dispute or dissension between individuals or groups




•
 
the 8.8 percent offer that promises peace with the board.










8.
 
(
the peace

 )
 — a ceremonial handshake or kiss exchanged during a service in some churches (now usually only in the Eucharist), symbolizing Christian love and unity.

See also kiss of peace
 at kiss
 .








II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used as a greeting.




2.
 
used as an order to remain silent.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at peace





a.
 
free from anxiety or distress.




b.
 
dead (used to suggest that someone has escaped from the difficulties of life).




c.
 
in a state of friendliness




•
 
a man 
at peace with

 the world.















2.
 
hold one's peace






remain silent about something.









3.
 
keep the peace






refrain or prevent others from disturbing civil order




•
 
the police must play a crucial role in keeping the peace.















4.
 
make peace (or one's peace)






re-establish friendly relations; become reconciled




•
 
not every conservative has 
made peace with

 big government.















5.
 
no peace for the weary






see no rest for the weary
 at weary
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pais

 , from Latin 
pax

 , 
pac-

 ‘peace.’





peaceable

 
/ˈpēsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
inclined to avoid argument or violent conflict




•
 
they were famed as an industrious, peaceable, practical people.










2.
 
free from argument or conflict; peaceful




•
 
the mainly peaceable daily demonstrations for democratic reform.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peaceableness

 
/ˈpēsəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













2.
 
peaceably

 
/ˈpēsəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
peisible

 , alteration of 
plaisible

 , from late Latin 
placibilis

 ‘pleasing,’ from Latin 
placere

 ‘to please.’





Peace Corps

 
/ˈpēs ˌkôr/






an organization sponsored by the US government that sends young people to work as volunteers in developing countries.










peace dividend






noun




a sum of public money that becomes available for other purposes when spending on defense is reduced.













peaceful

 
/ˈpēsfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from disturbance; tranquil




•
 
everything was so quiet and peaceful in the early morning.










2.
 
not involving war or violence




•
 
a soldier was shot and seriously wounded at an otherwise peaceful demonstration.










3.
 
(of a person) inclined to avoid conflict; not aggressive




•
 
Dad was a peaceful, law-abiding citizen.














II.
 
derivatives





peacefulness

 
/ˈpēsfəlnəs /






noun





















peacefully

 
/ˈpēsfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
without disturbance; tranquilly




•
 
the baby slept peacefully in its cradle.










2.
 
(of death) without pain




•
 
she suffered a stroke and died peacefully in her sleep.










3.
 
without war or violence




•
 
the siege ended peacefully.



















Peace Garden State






a nickname for the state of North Dakota
 .









peacekeeping

 
/ˈpēsˌkēpiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the active maintenance of a truce between nations or communities, especially by an international military force




•
 
the 2,300-strong UN peacekeeping force.














II.
 
derivatives





peacekeeper

 
/ˈpēsˌkēpər /






noun





















peace-loving

 
/ˈpēsˌləviNG/






adjective




inclined to avoid conflict or aggression




•
 
a peace-loving citizen.



















peacemaker

 
/ˈpēsˌmākər/






noun




a person who brings about peace, especially by reconciling adversaries.













peacemaking

 
/ˈpēsˌmākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the process of bringing about peace, especially by reconciling adversaries




•
 
a serious attempt to engage in peacemaking after years of violence.














II.
 
adjective




intended to bring about peace, especially by reconciling adversaries




•
 
renewed peacemaking efforts




•
 
a new peacemaking deal.



















peacemonger

 
/ˈpēsˌməNGɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 a person who encourages or advocates peaceful conduct towards other nations or groups




•
 
he never had the reputation of a peacemonger.














II.
 
derivatives





peacemongering






noun, adjective





















peacenik

 
/ˈpēsˌnik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a member of a pacifist movement.











– origin

 coined during peace protests in the 1960s.





peace offering






noun



1.
 
a propitiatory or conciliatory gift




•
 
he took the flowers to Jean as a peace offering.










2.
 
(in biblical use) an offering presented as a thanksgiving to God.













peace officer






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a civil officer appointed to preserve law and order, such as a sheriff or police officer.













peace order






noun




a court order offering protection to certain classes of person who are not eligible to petition for a protective order.













peace pipe

 
/pēs pīp/






noun




a tobacco pipe offered and smoked as a token of peace among North American Indians.













Peace River






a river that flows for 1,194 miles (1,923 km) from northern British Columbia into Alberta to the Slave River.









peace sign






noun



1.
 
a sign of peace made by holding up the hand with palm turned outward and the first two fingers extended in a V-shape.




2.
 
a figure representing peace, in the form of a circle with one line bisecting it from top to bottom and two shorter lines radiating downward on either side.













peace talk






noun

 — (usu. 
peace talks

 )


1.
 
a discussion about peace or the ending of hostilities, especially a conference or series of discussions aimed at achieving peace.













peacetime

 
/ˈpēsˌtīm/






noun




a period when a country is not at war.














peach1


 
/pēCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round stone fruit with juicy yellow flesh and downy pinkish-yellow skin.




2.
 
a pinkish-yellow color like that of a peach.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an exceptionally good or attractive person or thing




•
 
what 
a peach of a

 shot!










4.
 
(also 
peach tree

 )
 — the Chinese tree that bears the peach.

[
Prunus persica

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : many cultivars, including the nectarine.]








II.
 
phrases





peaches and cream






(of a person's complexion) of a cream color with downy pink cheeks.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pesche

 , from medieval Latin 
persica

 , from Latin 
persicum (malum

 ), literally ‘Persian apple.’





peach2


 
/pēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
peach on

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 inform on




•
 
the other members of the gang would not hesitate to peach on him if it would serve their purpose.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of archaic 
appeach

 , from Old French 
empechier

 ‘impede’ (see impeach
 ).






peach-bloom

 
/ˈpēCHˌblo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a matte glaze of reddish pink, mottled with green and brown, used on fine Chinese porcelain since around 1700.




2.
 
a delicate purplish-pink color.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: applied to the porcelain glaze from the 1880s.





peach-blow

 
/ˈpēCHˌblō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for peach-bloom
 .




2.
 
a type of late 19th-century American colored glass.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from peach
 1
 + the noun blow
 3
 .





peach fuzz






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the down on the chin of an adolescent boy whose beard has not yet developed.













peachick

 
/ˈpēˌCHik/






noun




a young peafowl.













peach Melba





I.
 
noun




a dish of ice cream and peaches with liqueur or sauce.











– origin

 named after Dame Nellie 
Melba

 (see Melba, Dame Nellie
 ).





Peach State






a nickname for the state of Georgia
 .









Peachtree State

 
/ˈpēCHtrē ˌstāt/






a nickname for the state of Georgia
 .










peachy

 
/ˈpēCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature or appearance of a peach.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 fine; excellent




•
 
everything is just peachy.














II.
 
derivatives





peachiness

 
/-ēnis /






noun





















peachy-keen

 
/ˈpēCHēkēn/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 attractive; outstanding




•
 
I enjoy my life, but it's not that peachy-keen.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from peachy
 in the sense ‘excellent’ + keen
 1
 in the sense ‘wonderful.’






peacock

 
/ˈpēˌkäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male peafowl, which has very long tail feathers that have eyelike markings and that can be erected and expanded in display like a fan.




2.
 
an ostentatious strutting person




•
 
these young men have always considered themselves the peacocks of Europe.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display oneself ostentatiously; strut like a peacock




•
 
he peacocks in front of the full-length mirror.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
pēa

 (from Latin 
pavo

 ) ‘peacock’ + cock
 1
 .





peacock blue

 
/ˈˌpēˌkäk ˈblo͞o/






noun




a greenish-blue color like that of a peacock's neck.













peacock butterfly

 
/ˈpēˌkäk ˈbədərˌflī/






noun




a brightly colored Eurasian butterfly with conspicuous eyespots on its wings.

[
Inachis io

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]













peacock ore






noun




another term for bornite
 , so named for its iridescence.














pea crab






noun




another term for oyster crab
 .













pea flour






noun




flour made from dried split peas.













peafowl

 
/ˈpēˌfoul/






noun




a large crested pheasant native to Asia.

See peacock
 , peahen
 . [Two genera and three species in the family 
Phasianidae

 , in particular the widely introduced 
common peafowl

 (
Pavo cristatus

 ).]













pea green

 
/ˈpē ˈˌɡrēn/






noun




a yellowish green color like that of pea soup.














peahen

 
/ˈpēˌhen/






noun




a female peafowl, having drabber colors and a shorter tail than the male.














pea jacket

 
peacoat





I.
 
noun




a short, double-breasted overcoat of coarse woolen cloth, formerly worn by sailors.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably from Dutch 
pijjakker

 , from 
pij

 ‘coat of coarse cloth’ + 
jekker

 ‘jacket.’ The change in the ending was due to association with jacket
 .





peak1


 
/pēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the pointed top of a mountain




•
 
the snowy peaks rose against the blue of a cloudless sky.










2.
 
a mountain, especially one with a pointed top




•
 
the rocky outcrops of peaks such as the Cassongrat offer a challenge to rock climbers.










3.
 
a projecting pointed part or shape




•
 
whisk 2 egg whites to stiff peaks.










4.
 
a point in a curve or on a graph, or a value of a physical quantity, higher than those around it




•
 
a slight increase in velocity provides a second peak on the general velocity curve.










5.
 
the point of highest activity, quality, or achievement




•
 
anyone who saw Jones 
at his peak

 looked upon genius.










6.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a stiff brim at the front of a cap.




7.
 
the narrow part of a ship's hold at the bow or stern.




8.
 
the upper, outer corner of a sail extended by a gaff.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach a highest point, either of a specified value or at a specified time




•
 
its popularity peaked in the 1940s




•
 
the rate of increase peaked at 34 percent last autumn.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
greatest; maximum




•
 
he did not expect to be anywhere near peak fitness until Christmas.










2.
 
characterized by maximum activity or demand




•
 
at peak hours, traffic speeds are reduced considerably.














IV.
 
derivatives





peakiness

 
/-kēnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably a back-formation from 
peaked

 , variant of dialect 
picked

 ‘pointed.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at peek
 .





peak2


 
/pēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 decline in health and spirits; waste away.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin. The phrase 
peak and pine

 derives its currency from Shakespeare.





peaked1


 
/pēkt/






adjective




having a peak




•
 
a peaked cap.



















peaked2


 
/ˈpēkəd /

 
pekid






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person) gaunt and pale from illness or fatigue




•
 
you do look a little peaked.



















peak flow meter






noun






[Medicine]

 a calibrated instrument used to measure lung capacity in monitoring breathing disorders such as asthma.













peak load






noun




the maximum of electrical power demand.













peak oil






noun




the hypothetical point in time when the global production of oil reaches its maximum rate, after which production will gradually decline.













peal

 
/pēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud ringing of a bell or bells.




2.
 


[Bell-ringing]

 a series of unique changes (strictly, at least five thousand) rung on a set of bells.




3.
 
a set of bells.




4.
 
a loud repeated or reverberating sound of thunder or laughter




•
 
Ross burst into 
peals of laughter

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bell or bells) ring loudly or in a peal




•
 
all the bells of the city began to peal.










2.
 
(of laughter or thunder) sound in a peal




•
 
Aunt Edie's laughter pealed around the parlor.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey or give out by the ringing of bells




•
 
the carillon 
pealed out

 the news to the waiting city.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of appeal
 .





Peale, Charles Willson

 
/pēl/






(1741–1827), US artist. He was known for his portraits of well-known Americans, including that of George Washington. His son 
Rembrandt

 (1778–1860) also painted portraits of well-known people, as well as historical scenes. Another son 
Raphaelle

 (1774–1825), also an artist, favored silhouettes and still-life paintings.









Peale, Norman Vincent






(1898–1993), US clergyman. The pastor of the Marble Collegiate Reformed Church in New York City 1932–84, he preached “applied Christianity,” which encouraged people to think positively. His books included 
The Art of Living

 (1937), 
The Art of Loving

 (1948), and 
The Power of Positive Thinking

 (1952).









pean

 
/ˈpēən/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 fur resembling ermine but with gold spots on a black ground.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Peano axioms

 
/pāˌänō ˈaksēəmz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Mathematics]

 a set of axioms from which the properties of the natural numbers can be deduced.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Giuseppe 
Peano

 (1858–1932), Italian mathematician.






peanut

 
/ˈpēnət/






noun



1.
 
the oval seed of a South American plant, widely roasted and salted and eaten as a snack.




2.
 
(
peanuts

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a paltry thing or amount, especially a very small amount of money




•
 
he pays peanuts.










3.
 
a small person (often used as a term of endearment).




4.
 
(
peanuts

 )
 — small pieces of Styrofoam used for packing material.




5.
 
the plant of the pea family that bears the peanut, which develops in pods that ripen underground. It is widely cultivated, especially in the southern US, and large quantities are used to make oil or animal feed.

[
Arachis hypogaea

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













peanut butter

 
/ˈpēnət ˌbədər/






noun




a paste of ground roasted peanuts, usually eaten spread on bread.













peanut gallery

 
/ˈpēnət ˈɡal(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the top gallery in a theater, where the cheaper seats are located.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a group of people who criticize someone, often by focusing on insignificant details




•
 
he might find that playing the sport he loves isn't worth the aggravation from the peanut gallery's probing of his privacy.



















peanut oil

 
/ˈpēnət oil/






noun




oil produced from peanuts and used mainly for culinary purposes, but also in some soaps and pharmaceuticals.













peanut worm






noun




an unsegmented burrowing marine worm with a stout body and a slender anterior part. The latter bears a terminal mouth surrounded by tentacles, and can be retracted into the trunk.

[Phylum 
Sipuncula

 .]













pear

 
/per/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellowish- or brownish-green edible fruit that is typically narrow at the stalk and wider toward the base, with sweet, slightly gritty flesh.




2.
 
(also 
pear tree

 )
 — the Eurasian tree that bears the pear.

[Genus 
Pyrus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species and hybrids, in particular 
P. communis

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
pere

 , 
peru

 ; related to Dutch 
peer

 , from Latin 
pirum

 .





pear cider






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unfermented drink made by crushing pears




•
 
you can sample some of the sweetest and freshest apple and pear ciders around.










2.
 
an alcoholic drink made from the fermented juice of pears




•
 
the pear cider had gone to my head.




















pearl

 
/pərl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard, lustrous spherical mass, typically white or bluish-gray, formed within the shell of a pearl oyster or other bivalve mollusk and highly prized as a gem.




2.
 
an artificial imitation of this.




3.
 
(
pearls

 )
 — a necklace of pearls.




4.
 
something resembling a pearl in appearance




•
 
the sweat stood in pearls along his forehead.










5.
 
short for mother-of-pearl
 .




6.
 
a very pale bluish gray or white like the color of a pearl.




7.
 
a precious thing; the finest example of something




•
 
the nation's media were assembled to hear his 
pearls of wisdom

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 form pearllike drops




•
 
the juice on the blade pearled into droplets.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make bluish-gray like a pearl




•
 
the peaked hills, blue and pearled with clouds.










3.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
pearling

 )
 — dive or fish for pearl oysters.








III.
 
phrases





pearls before swine






valuable things offered or given to people who do not appreciate them.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 7:6.]












IV.
 
derivatives





pearler






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
perle

 , perhaps based on Latin 
perna

 ‘leg,’ extended to denote a leg-of-mutton-shaped bivalve.





Pearl

 
/pərl/






a city in central Mississippi, just east of Jackson; pop. 24,400 (est. 2008).









pearl ash

 
/ˈpərl ˌaSH/






noun






‹archaic›

 commercial potassium carbonate.














pearl barley

 
/pərl ˈbärlē/






noun




barley reduced to small round grains by grinding.













Pearl City






a city in Hawaii, on southern Oahu Island, on Pearl Harbor; pop. 30,976 (2000).









pearl diver

 
/pərl ˈdīvər/






noun




a person who dives for pearl oysters.













pearled

 
/pərld/






adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 adorned with pearls




•
 
we saw her pearled like the queen.










2.
 
bluish-gray, like a pearl.




3.
 
formed into pearllike drops or grains




•
 
pearled barley.



















pearlescent

 
/ˌpərˈles(ə)nt/






adjective




having a luster resembling that of mother-of-pearl




•
 
pearlescent colors.



















pearl everlasting






noun




variant of pearly everlasting
 .













pearleye

 
/ˈpərlī/






noun




a long-bodied, active fish of open oceans, with tubular eyes that are directed upward and bear a glistening white spot that may be a light organ.

[Family 
Scopelarchidae

 : several genera and species.]













Pearl Harbor






a harbor on the island of Oahu, in Hawaii, the site of a major US naval base, where a surprise attack on December 7, 1941, by Japanese carrier-borne aircraft inflicted heavy damage and brought the US into World War II.









pearlite

 
/ˈpərlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Metallurgy]

 a finely laminated mixture of ferrite and cementite present in cast iron and steel, formed by the cooling of austenite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pearl
 + -ite
 1
 .





pearlized

 
/ˈpərlīzd/






adjective




made to have or give a luster like that of mother-of-pearl.














pearl millet






noun




a tall tropical grain with long cylindrical ears, comprising an important food crop in the driest areas of Africa and South Asia.

[
Pennisetum glaucum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













pearl mussel






noun




an elongated freshwater bivalve mollusk that occasionally produces small pearls, found in large rivers of the northern hemisphere.

[
Margaritifera margaritifera

 , family 
Margaritiferidae

 .]













pearl onion






noun




a very small onion used especially for pickling.













pearl oyster

 
/pərl ˈoistər/






noun




a tropical marine bivalve mollusk that has a ridged scaly shell and produces pearls.

[Genus 
Pinctada

 , family 
Pteriidae

 : several species, in particular 
P. margaritifera

 , a major source of commercial pearls.]













Pearl River





I.
 
a river in southern China that flows from Guangzhou (Canton) south to the South China Sea and forms part of the delta of the Xi River. Its lower reaches widen to form the Pearl River estuary, an inlet between Hong Kong and Macao.




II.
 
a river that flows for 485 miles (780 km) across central Mississippi, to form part of the border with Louisiana, into the Gulf of Mexico.










pearl tea






noun




another term for bubble tea
 .













pearlware

 
/ˈpərlwer/






noun




fine glazed earthenware pottery, typically white, of a type introduced by Josiah Wedgwood in 1779.













pearlwort

 
/ˈpərlwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a small plant of the pink family, with inconspicuous white flowers, native to north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Sagina

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]













pearly

 
/ˈpərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling a pearl in luster or color




•
 
the pearly light of a clear, still dawn.










2.
 
containing or adorned with pearls or mother-of-pearl.








II.
 
phrases





pearly whites








‹informal›

 a person's teeth.












III.
 
derivatives





pearliness

 
/ˈpərlēnəs /






noun






















pearly everlasting






noun




an ornamental North American plant with gray-green foliage and pearly white flower heads, used in dry flower arrangements.

[
Anaphalis margaritacea

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













pearly eye






noun




a brown American butterfly with pearly markings and distinctive eyespots on the undersides of the wings.

[Genus 
Lethe

 , subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]













Pearly Gates

 
/ˈˌpərlē ˈɡāts/






plural noun






‹informal›

 the gates of heaven




•
 
I am getting less fond of poems about old age as I near the Pearly Gates.



















pearly nautilus






noun




another term for chambered nautilus (see nautilus
 ).













Pearmain

 
/ˈpermān/





I.
 
noun




a pear-shaped apple of a variety with firm white flesh.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting an old variety of baking pear): from Old French 
parmain

 , probably based on Latin 
parmensis

 ‘of Parma.’





pear-shaped

 
/ˈper ˌSHāpt/






adjective



1.
 
shaped like a pear; tapering toward the top.




2.
 
(of a person) having hips that are disproportionately wide in relation to the upper part of the body.














Pearson, Karl

 
/ˈpi(ə)rsən/






(1857–1936), English mathematician; the principal founder of 20th-century statistics. He defined the concept of standard deviation and devised the chi-square test.









Pearson, Lester Bowles






(1897–1972), Canadian diplomat and Liberal statesman; prime minister 1963–68. As secretary of state for external affairs 1948–57, he acted as a mediator in the resolution of the Suez crisis in 1956. Nobel Peace Prize (1957).









Pearson's correlation coefficient

 
Pearson's product-moment correlation coefficient





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a statistic measuring the linear interdependence between two variables or two sets of data.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after K. 
Pearson

 (see Pearson, Karl
 ).






peart

 
/pərt/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 lively; cheerful.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: variant of pert
 .





Peary, Robert Edwin

 
/ˈpi(ə)rē/






(1856–1920), US explorer of the Arctic. He is generally credited with being the first person to reach the North Pole, on April 6, 1909, although his achievement is now doubted.









Peary Land






a mountainous region on the Arctic coast of northern Greenland. It is named after Robert Peary, who explored it in 1892 and 1900.









peasant

 
/ˈpez(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poor farmer of low social status who owns or rents a small piece of land for cultivation (chiefly in historical use or with reference to subsistence farming in poorer countries).




2.
 


‹informal›

 an ignorant, rude, or unsophisticated person; a person of low social status.








II.
 
derivatives





peasanty






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
paisent

 ‘country dweller,’ from 
pais

 ‘country,’ based on Latin 
pagus

 ‘country district.’





peasant economy






noun




an agricultural economy in which the family is the basic unit of production.













peasantry

 
/ˈpezntrē/






noun

 — (usu. 
the peasantry

 )


1.
 
smallholders and agricultural laborers of low social status (chiefly in historical use or with reference to subsistence farming in poorer countries)




•
 
the upper class exploited the peasantry.



















Peasants' Revolt






an uprising in 1381 among the peasant and artisan classes in England. The rebels marched on London, occupying the city and executing unpopular ministers, but after the death of their leader, Wat Tyler, they were persuaded to disperse by Richard II.










pease

 
/pēz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹archaic›

 peas.











– origin

 Old English 
pise

 ‘pea,’ (plural) 
pisan

 , via Latin from Greek 
pison

 . Compare with pea
 .





peashooter

 
/ˈpēˌSHo͞odər/






noun




a toy weapon consisting of a small tube that is blown through in order to shoot out dried peas.













pea soup

 
/ˌpē ˈso͞op/






noun




soup made from peas, especially a thick, yellowish-green soup made from dried split peas.













peat

 
/pēt/





I.
 
noun




a brown, soil-like material characteristic of boggy, acid ground, consisting of partly decomposed vegetable matter. It is widely cut and dried for use in gardening and as fuel




•
 
cuttings are rooted in a homemade mixture of equal parts peat and sand




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
most of Lewis is acid 
peat bog

 .














II.
 
derivatives





peaty

 
/ˈpēdē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Latin 
peta

 , perhaps of Celtic origin.





peatland

 
/ˈpētˌland/






noun

 — (also 
peatlands

 )


1.
 
land consisting largely of peat or peat bogs.













peat moss

 
/ˈpēt ˌmôs/






noun



1.
 
a large absorbent moss that grows in dense masses on boggy ground, where the lower parts decay slowly to form peat deposits. Peat moss is widely used in horticulture, especially for packing plants and (as peat) for compost.

Also called bog moss
 , sphagnum
 . [Genus 
Sphagnum

 , family 
Sphagnaceae

 : many species.]




2.
 
a lowland peat bog.













pea tree

 
pea shrub






noun




a shrub or small tree with yellow pealike flowers, native to Siberia and grown as an ornamental.

[
Caragana arborescens

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













peau de soie

 
/ˌpō də ˈswä/





I.
 
noun




a smooth, finely ribbed satin fabric of silk or rayon.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘skin of silk.’





peau d'orange

 
/ˌpō dôˈränj/





I.
 
noun




a pitted or dimpled appearance of the skin, especially as characteristic of some cases of breast cancer or due to cellulite.











– origin

 French, literally ‘orange skin.’





peavey

 
/ˈpēvē /

 
peavy





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a lumberjack's cant hook with a spike at the end.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the surname of the inventor.





peavine

 
/ˈpēvīn/






noun




a North American meadow vetch.

[
Vicia americana

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













pebble

 
/ˈpebəl/





I.
 
noun




a small stone made smooth and round by the action of water or sand.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of an eyeglass lens) very thick and convex




•
 
pebble glasses.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pebbled






adjective













2.
 
pebbly

 
/ˈpeb(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English, recorded as the first element of 
papel-stān

 ‘pebble-stone,’ 
pyppelrīpig

 ‘pebble-stream,’ of unknown origin. The word is recorded in place names from the early 12th cent. onward.





Pebble Beach






a resort on the Monterey Peninsula in west central California, site of a famous golf course.









pebble-dash

 
/ˈpebəl ˌdaSH/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 mortar with pebbles in it, used as a coating for exterior walls.








II.
 
derivatives





pebble-dashed






adjective





















pebble-grained

 
/ˈpebəlɡrānd/






adjective




(of leather) having a rough and indented surface as a result of treatment with a patterned roller.













pec

 
/pek/






noun

 — (usu. 
pecs

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a pectoral muscle (especially with reference to the development of these muscles in bodybuilding).














pecan

 
/pəˈkän ˈpēˌkan/





I.
 
noun




a smooth brown nut with an edible kernel similar to a walnut.

[This nut is obtained from a hickory tree (
Carya illinoensis

 , family 
Juglandaceae

 ), native to the southern US.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
pacane

 , from Illinois (an American Indian language).





peccable

 
/ˈpekəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 capable of sinning




•
 
we hold all mankind to be peccable.














II.
 
derivatives





peccability

 
/ˌpekəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
peccabilis

 , from Latin 
peccare

 ‘to sin.’





peccadillo

 
/ˌpekəˈdilō/





I.
 
noun




a small, relatively unimportant offense or sin.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
pecadillo

 , diminutive of 
pecado

 ‘sin,’ from Latin 
peccare

 ‘to sin.’





peccant

 
/ˈpekənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 having committed a fault or sin; offending.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 diseased or causing disease.








II.
 
derivatives





peccancy

 
/ˈpek(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
peccant-

 ‘sinning,’ from the verb 
peccare

 .






peccary

 
/ˈpekərē/





I.
 
noun




a gregarious piglike mammal that is found from the southwestern US to Paraguay.

[Family 
Tayassuidae

 : two genera and three species, in particular the 
collared peccary

 (
Tayassu tajacu

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Carib 
pakira

 .





peccavi

 
/pəˈkävē, -ˈkāvī/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 used to express one's guilt.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘I have sinned.’






Pechenga

 
/pəˈCHeNGɡə, pyiˈCHyenɡə/






a region of northwestern Russia that lies west of Murmansk on the border with Finland. Formerly part of Finland, it was ceded to the former Soviet Union in 1940. It was known by its Finnish name, Petsamo, from 1920 until 1944.









Pechora

 
/pəˈCHôrə, pyiˈCHyôrə/






a river in northern Russia that rises in the Ural Mountains and flows about 1,125 miles (1,800 km) north and then east to the Barents Sea.









peck1


 
/pek/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird) strike or bite something with its beak.




•
 
two geese were 
pecking at

 some grain




•
 
vultures swooping down to 
peck out

 the calf's eyes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
beaks may be cut off to stop the hens pecking each other.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a hole) by striking with the beak




•
 
robins are the worst culprits, pecking holes in every cherry.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — kiss (someone) lightly or perfunctorily




•
 
she 
pecked

 him 
on the cheek

 .










4.
 
(
peck at

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) eat (food) listlessly or daintily




•
 
don't peck at your food, eat a whole mouthful.










5.
 
(
peck at

 )
 — criticize or nag




•
 
defects for a critic to peck at.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — type (something) slowly and laboriously




•
 
his son Paul was 
pecking out

 letters with two fingers on his typewriter.










7.
 


‹informal›

 (of a horse) pitch forward or stumble as a result of striking the ground with the front rather than the flat of the hoof




•
 
her father's horse had pecked slightly on landing.







[variant of obsolete 
pick

 ‘fix (something pointed) in the ground.’]




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 strike with a pick or other tool




•
 
part of a wall was pecked down and carted away.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a stroke or bite by a bird with its beak




•
 
the bird managed to give its attacker a sharp peck.










2.
 
a light or perfunctory kiss




•
 
a fatherly 
peck on the cheek

 .










3.
 


‹archaic›

 food




•
 
he wants a little more peck.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; compare with Middle Low German 
pekken

 ‘peck (with the beak).’





peck2


 
/pek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a measure of capacity for dry goods, equal to a quarter of a bushel (8 US quarts = 8.81 liters, or 2 imperial gallons = 9.092 liters).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a large number or amount of something




•
 
a peck of dirt.

















– origin

 Middle English (used especially as a measure of oats for horses): from Anglo-Norman French 
pek

 , of unknown origin.





Peck, Gregory

 
/pek/






(1916–2003), US actor; full name 
Eldred Gregory Peck

 . Notable movies: 
Spellbound

 (1945), 
Gentleman's Agreement

 (1947), 
The Big Country

 (1958), and 
To Kill a Mockingbird

 (1962).









pecker

 
/ˈpekər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.








II.
 
phrases





keep your pecker up








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 remain cheerful.

[
pecker

 probably in the sense ‘beak, bill.’]

















peckerhead

 
/ˈpekərhed/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 an aggressive, objectionable person.













peckerwood

 
/ˈpekərˌwo͝od/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a white person, especially a poor one.











– origin

 1920s: from a reversal of the elements of 
woodpecker

 , originally a dialect word for the bird, used commonly in Mississippi and Tennessee.





Peckham, Rufus Wheeler

 
/ˈpekəm/






Jr. (1838–1909), US Supreme Court associate justice 1895–1909. A judge in New York's court of appeals 1886–95, he was appointed to the Court by President Cleveland.









pecking order

 
/ˈpekiNG ˌôrdər /

 
peck order






noun




a hierarchy of status seen among members of a group of people or animals, originally as observed among hens




•
 
the luxurious office accentuated the manager's position in the pecking order.



















peckish

 
/ˈpekiSH/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 hungry




•
 
we were both feeling a bit peckish and there was nothing to eat.



















Pecksniffian

 
/pekˈsnifēən/





I.
 
adjective




affecting benevolence or high moral principles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Pecksniff

 , the name of a character in Dickens's 
Martin Chuzzlewit

 , + -ian
 .





Peconic Bay

 
/piˌkänik ˈbā/






an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean at the eastern end of Long Island in New York that separates the North Fork and the South Fork of the island.









pecorino

 
/ˌpekəˈrēnō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian cheese made from ewes' milk.











– origin

 Italian, from 
pecorino

 ‘of ewes,’ from 
pecora

 ‘sheep.’





Pecos River

 
/ˌpākōs ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 925 miles (1,490 km) from northern New Mexico through western Texas to the Rio Grande.









Pécs

 
/pāCH/






an industrial city in southwestern Hungary; pop. 156,974 (2009).









pecten

 
/ˈpekt(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 any of a number of comblike structures occurring in animal bodies, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a pigmented vascular projection from the choroid in the eye of a bird.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 an appendage of an insect consisting of or bearing a row of bristles or chitinous teeth.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 a sensory appendage on the underside of a scorpion.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 a scallop.

[Genus 
Pecten

 , family 
Pectinidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pectinate

 
/ˈpektənit, -ˌnāt /






adjective













2.
 
pectinated

 
/-ˌnātid /






adjective













3.
 
pectination

 
/ˌpektəˈnāSHən /






noun





pecten
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the metacarpus): from Latin 
pecten

 , 
pectin-

 ‘a comb, rake.’





pectin

 
/ˈpektən/





I.
 
noun




a soluble gelatinous polysaccharide that is present in ripe fruits and is extracted for use as a setting agent in jams and jellies.








II.
 
derivatives





pectic

 
/ˈpektik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pektos

 ‘congealed’ (from 
pēgnuein

 ‘make solid’) + -in
 1
 .





pectoral

 
/ˈpekt(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the breast or chest




•
 
pectoral development.










2.
 
worn on the chest




•
 
a pectoral shield.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pectorals

 )


1.
 
a pectoral muscle.




2.
 
a pectoral fin.




3.
 
an ornamental breastplate, especially one worn by a Jewish high priest.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘breastplate’): from Latin 
pectorale

 ‘breastplate,’ 
pectoralis

 ‘of the breast,’ from 
pectus

 , 
pector-

 ‘breast, chest.’





pectoral cross






noun






[Christian Church]

 a cross or crucifix worn on a long chain around the neck so that it rests on the chest, worn especially by bishops, abbots, and priests.













pectoral fin






noun






[Zoology]

 each of a pair of fins situated on either side just behind a fish's head, helping to control the direction of movement during locomotion. They correspond to the forelimbs of other vertebrates.














pectoral girdle






noun




(in vertebrates) the skeletal framework that provides attachment for the forelimbs or pectoral fins, usually consisting of the scapulas and clavicles.













pectoral muscle






noun

 — (usu. 
pectoral muscles

 )


1.
 
each of the four large paired muscles that cover the front of the rib cage and serve to draw the forelimbs toward the chest.













pectoral sandpiper






noun




a migratory sandpiper with dark streaks on the breast and a white belly, breeding chiefly in Arctic Canada.

[
Calidris melanotos

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]













peculate

 
/ˈpekyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 embezzle or steal (money, especially public funds)




•
 
the people accused them of having peculated the public money.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peculation

 
/ˌpekyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
peculator

 
/ˈpekyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
peculat-

 ‘embezzled,’ from the verb 
peculari

 (related to 
peculium

 ‘property’).





peculiar

 
/pəˈkyo͞olyər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strange or odd; unusual




•
 
his accent was a peculiar mixture of Cockney and Irish.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 slightly and indefinably unwell; faint or dizzy




•
 
I 
felt

 a little 
peculiar

 for a while, but I'm absolutely fine now.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
peculiar to

 )
 — belonging exclusively to




•
 
the air hung with an antiseptic aroma peculiar to hospitals.










4.
 


‹formal›

 particular; special




•
 
any attempt to explicate the theme is bound to run into peculiar difficulties.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a parish or church exempt from the jurisdiction of the diocese in which it lies, through being subject to the jurisdiction of the monarch or an archbishop.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘particular, special’): from Latin 
peculiaris

 ‘of private property,’ from 
peculium

 ‘property,’ from 
pecu

 ‘cattle’ (cattle being private property). The sense ‘odd’ dates from the early 17th cent.





peculiar institution






noun






‹historical›

 the system of black slavery in the southern states of the US.













peculiarity

 
/pəˌkyo͞olēˈerədē/






noun



1.
 
an odd or unusual feature or habit




•
 
for all his peculiarities, she finds his personality quite endearing.










2.
 
a characteristic or quality that is distinctive of a particular person or place




•
 
his essays characterized decency as a British peculiarity.










3.
 
the quality or state of being peculiar




•
 
the peculiarity of their upbringing.



















peculiarly

 
/pəˈkyo͞olyərlē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — more than usually; especially




•
 
some patients were peculiarly difficult to cure.










2.
 
oddly




•
 
the town is peculiarly built.










3.
 
used to emphasize restriction to an individual or group




•
 
a manner peculiarly his own.



















pecuniary

 
/pəˈkyo͞onēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of, relating to, or consisting of money




•
 
he admitted obtaining a pecuniary advantage by deception.














II.
 
derivatives





pecuniarily

 
/pəˌkyo͞onēˈe(ə)rəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
pecuniarius

 , from 
pecunia

 ‘money,’ from 
pecu

 ‘cattle, money.’





PED

 
/ˌpēˌē'dē/






noun




a performance-enhancing drug




•
 
he's admitted to using PEDs in the past.



















pedagogic

 
/ˌpedəˈɡäjik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to teaching




•
 
they show great pedagogic skills.










2.
 


‹rare›

 of or characteristic of a pedagogue.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
pédagogique

 , from Greek 
paidagōgikos

 .





pedagogical

 
/ˌpedəˈɡäjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to teaching




•
 
innovative pedagogical methods.














II.
 
derivatives





pedagogically

 
/pedəˈɡäjiklē /






adverb






















pedagogue

 
/ˈpedəˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a teacher, especially a strict or pedantic one.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
paidagōgos

 , denoting a slave who accompanied a child to school (from 
pais

 , 
paid-

 ‘boy’ + 
agōgos

 ‘guide’).






pedagogy

 
/ˈpedəˌɡäjē/





I.
 
noun




the method and practice of teaching, especially as an academic subject or theoretical concept




•
 
the relationship between applied linguistics and language pedagogy




•
 
subject-based pedagogies.














II.
 
derivatives





pedagogics

 
/ˌpedəˈɡäjiks /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
pédagogie

 , from Greek 
paidagōgia

 ‘office of a pedagogue,’ from 
paidagōgos

 (see pedagogue
 ).





pedal1


 
/ˈpedl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a foot-operated lever or control for a vehicle, musical instrument, or other mechanism, in particular




2.
 
each of a pair of cranks used for powering a bicycle or other vehicle propelled by leg power.




3.
 
a foot-operated throttle, brake, or clutch control in a motor vehicle.




4.
 
each of a set of two or three levers on a piano, particularly (also 
sustaining pedal

 ) one that, when depressed by the foot, prevents the dampers from stopping the sound when the keys are released. The second is the 
soft pedal

 ; a third, if present, produces either selective sustaining or complete muffling of the tone.




5.
 
(usu. 
pedals

 )
 — 

[Music]

 each key of an organ keyboard that is played with the feet.




6.
 


[Music]

 short for pedal note
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move by working the pedals of a bicycle




•
 
they pedaled along the canal towpath.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a bicycle) by working its pedals




•
 
she was pedaling a bicycle around town.










3.
 
work the pedals of a bicycle




•
 
he was coming down the path on his bike, pedaling hard.










4.
 
use the pedals of a piano, especially in a particular style


(as 
noun

 
pedaling

 )


•
 
Chopin gave no indications of pedaling in his manuscript.














III.
 
phrases





with the pedal to the metal








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 with the accelerator of a car pressed to the floor.












IV.
 
derivatives





pedaler

 


‹Brit.›

 pedaller






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a foot-operated lever of an organ): from French 
pédale

 , from Italian 
pedale

 , from Latin 
pedalis

 ‘a foot in length,’ from 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’ / 
usage:

 People often confuse the words 
pedal

 and 
peddle

 . 
Pedal

 is a noun referring to a foot-operated lever, as on a bicycle, and a verb chiefly meaning ‘move by working the pedals of a bicycle’ (they pedaled along the road). 
Peddle

 , on the other hand, is a verb meaning ‘sell goods or promote an idea’ (he peddled printing materials around the country | she peddled a ludicrously utopian view of the past). The related words 
peddler

 and 
pedaler

 are also confused. A 
peddler

 (also spelled 
pedlar

 , especially in Britain) is a person who goes from place to place selling goods, while a 
pedaler

 (or, in Britain, a 
pedaller

 ) is someone who rides a bike.





pedal2


 
/ˈpēdl/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the foot or feet.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pedalis

 , from 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





pedalboard

 
/ˈpedlˌbôrd/






noun




the keyboard of pedals on an organ.













pedal boat

 
/ˈpedl ˌbōt/






noun




another term for paddleboat
 .














pedal note

 
/ˈpedl ˌnōt/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the lowest or fundamental note of a harmonic series in some brass and wind instruments.




2.
 
(also 
pedal point

 )
 — 

[Music]

 a note sustained in one part (usually the bass) through successive harmonies, some of which are independent of it.













pedal power

 
/ˈpedl ˌpou(ə)r/






noun






‹informal›

 cycling as a means of transportation.













pedal pusher

 
/ˈpedl ˌpo͝oSHər/






noun



1.
 
(
pedal pushers

 )
 — women's calf-length pants.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a cyclist.














pedal steel

 
/ˈpedl ˌstēl /

 
pedal steel guitar






noun




a musical instrument played like a Hawaiian guitar, but set on a stand with pedals to adjust the tension of the strings.













pedant

 
/ˈpednt/





I.
 
noun




a person who is excessively concerned with minor details and rules or with displaying academic learning.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
pédant

 , from Italian 
pedante

 , perhaps from the first element of Latin 
paedagogus

 (see pedagogue
 ).





pedantic

 
/pəˈdan(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




of or like a pedant




•
 
many of the essays are long, dense, and too pedantic to hold great appeal.














II.
 
derivatives





pedantically

 
/pəˈdan(t)ək(ə)lē /






adverb





















pedantry

 
/ˈped(ə)ntrē/






noun




excessive concern with minor details and rules




•
 
to object to this is not mere pedantry.



















peddle

 
/ˈpedl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try to sell (something, especially small goods) by going from house to house or place to place




•
 
he peddled art and printing materials around the country.










2.
 
sell (an illegal drug or stolen item)


(as 
noun

 
peddling

 )


•
 
certain youths who were involved in theft and drug peddling.










3.
 


‹derogatory›

 promote (an idea or view) persistently or widely




•
 
he criticized his fellow candidate for peddling risky ideas.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: back-formation from peddler
 . / 
usage:

 see usage at pedal
 1
 .






peddler

 
/ˈpedlər /

 
pedlar





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who goes from place to place selling small goods.




2.
 
a person who sells illegal drugs or stolen goods




•
 
a drug peddler.










3.
 
a person who promotes an idea or view persistently or widely




•
 
peddlers of dangerous utopianism.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps an alteration of synonymous dialect 
pedder

 , apparently from dialect 
ped

 ‘basket.’ / 
usage:

 see usage at pedal
 1
 .





pederast

 
/ˈpedəˌrast/





I.
 
noun




a man who indulges in pederasty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
paiderastēs

 .





pederasty

 
/ˈpedəˌrastē/





I.
 
noun




sexual activity involving a man and a boy.








II.
 
derivatives





pederastic

 
/ˌpedəˈrastik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
paederastia

 , from Greek 
paiderastia

 , from 
pais

 , 
paid-

 ‘boy’ + 
erastēs

 ‘lover.’





pedestal

 
/ˈpedəstl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the base or support on which a statue, obelisk, or column is mounted.




2.
 
each of the two supports of a kneehole desk or table, typically containing drawers.




3.
 
the supporting column or base of a washbasin or toilet bowl.




4.
 
a position in which someone is greatly or uncritically admired




•
 
It's as if I'm on a pedestal and he worships me – I hate that.














II.
 
phrases





put (or place) someone on a pedestal






give someone uncritical respect or admiration; treat someone as an ideal rather than a real person




•
 
If you idolize a girl and put her on a pedestal, she will sense it instantly.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
piédestal

 , from Italian 
piedestallo

 , from 
piè

 ‘foot’ (from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 , which later influenced the spelling) + 
di

 ‘of’ + 
stallo

 ‘stall.’





pedestal table

 
/ˈpedəstl ˈtābəl/






noun




a table with a single central support.













pedestrian

 
/pəˈdestrēən/





I.
 
noun




a person walking along a road or in a developed area.








II.
 
adjective




lacking inspiration or excitement; dull




•
 
disenchantment with their present, pedestrian lives.














III.
 
derivatives





pedestrianly






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
pédestre

 or Latin 
pedester

 ‘going on foot,’ also ‘written in prose’ + -ian
 . Early use in English was in the description of writing as ‘prosaic.’





pedestrian crossing






noun




British term for crosswalk
 .













pedestrianize

 
/pəˈdestrēəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close (a street or area) to traffic, making it accessible only to pedestrians




•
 
the ancient center of the town was pedestrianized.














II.
 
derivatives





pedestrianization

 
/pəˌdestrēənəˈzāSHən pəˌdestrēəˌnīˈzāSHən /






noun





















pediatric

 
/ˌpēdēˈatrik /

 


‹Brit.›

 paediatric






adjective




relating to the branch of medicine dealing with children and their diseases




•
 
the hospital's pediatric ward




•
 
pediatric oncology.



















pediatrician

 
/ˌpēdēəˈtriSHən /

 


‹Brit.›

 paediatrician






noun




a medical practitioner specializing in children and their diseases.













pediatrics

 
/ˌpēdēˈatriks /

 


‹Brit.›

 paediatrics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of medicine dealing with children and their diseases.








II.
 
derivatives





pediatric

 
/ˌpēdēˈatrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pedo-
 1
 ‘of children’ + Greek 
iatros

 ‘physician’ + -ics
 .





pedicab

 
/ˈpedikab/






noun




a small pedal-operated vehicle, serving as a taxi in some countries.














pedicel

 
/ˈpedəˌsel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a small stalk bearing an individual flower in an inflorescence.

Compare with peduncle
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 another term for pedicle
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pedicellate

 
/ˌpedēˈselət ˌpedēˈseˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
pedicellus

 ‘small foot,’ diminutive of 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





pedicellaria

 
/ˌpedəsəˈlerēə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a defensive organ like a minute pincer present in large numbers on an echinoderm.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
pediculus

 ‘small foot’ (see pedicel
 ).






pedicle

 
/ˈpedək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a small stalklike structure connecting an organ or other part to the human or animal body.

Compare with pedicel
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 part of a graft, especially a skin graft, left temporarily attached to its original site.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pediculus

 ‘small foot,’ diminutive of 
pes

 , 
ped-

 .





pediculicide

 
/ˌpediˈkyo͞oləsīd/





I.
 
noun




a chemical used to kill lice.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
pediculus

 ‘louse’ + -cide
 .





pediculosis

 
/pəˌdikyəˈlōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 infestation with lice.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
pediculus

 ‘louse’ + -osis
 .





pedicure

 
/ˈpedəˌkyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a cosmetic treatment of the feet and toenails.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
pedicured

 )


1.
 
give a cosmetic treatment to (the feet and toenails).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
pédicure

 , from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot’ + 
curare

 ‘attend to.’





pedigree

 
/ˈpedəˌɡrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the record of descent of an animal, showing it to be purebred.




2.
 
a purebred animal.




3.
 
the recorded ancestry, especially upper-class ancestry, of a person or family.




4.
 
the background or history of a person or thing, especially as conferring distinction or quality.




5.
 
a genealogical table.








II.
 
derivatives





pedigreed

 
/ˈpedəˌɡrēd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
pé de grue

 ‘crane's foot,’ a mark used to denote succession in pedigrees.






pediment

 
/ˈpedəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the triangular upper part of the front of a building in classical style, typically surmounting a portico of columns.




2.
 
a feature similar to a pediment surmounting a door, window, front, or other part of a building in another style.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a broad, gently sloping expanse of rock debris extending outward from the foot of a mountain slope, especially in a desert.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pedimental

 
/ˌpedəˈmen(t)l /






adjective













2.
 
pedimented

 
/ˌpedəˈmen(t)əd /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as 
periment

 ): perhaps an alteration of pyramid
 .





pedipalp

 
/ˈpedəˌpalp/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 each of the second pair of appendages attached to the cephalothorax of most arachnids. They are variously specialized as pincers in scorpions, sensory organs in spiders, and locomotory organs in horseshoe crabs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
pedipalpi

 (plural), from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot’ + 
palpus

 ‘palp.’





pediplain

 
/ˈpedəˌplān/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an extensive plain formed in a desert by the coalescence of neighboring pediments.











– origin

 1930s: from pediment
 + plain
 1
 .





pediplanation

 
/ˌpedipləˈnāSHən/






noun






[Geology]

 the formation of pediplains by coalescence of pediments.














pedo-1


 
/ˈpedō /

 


‹Brit.›

 paedo-





I.
 
combining form




of a child; relating to children




•
 
pedophile.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pais

 , 
paid-

 ‘child, boy.’






pedo-2






I.
 
combining form




relating to soil or soil types




•
 
pedogenic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pedon

 ‘ground.’





pedodontics

 
/ˌpēdəˈdän(t)iks /

 


‹Brit.›

 paedodontics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of dentistry that deals with children's teeth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pedodontic

 
/-tik /






adjective













2.
 
pedodontist

 
/-ˈdäntist /






noun



















– origin

 from pedo-
 1
 + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’






pedogenesis

 
/ˌpēdōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 see neoteny
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pedogenetic






adjective



















– origin

 from pedo-
 1
 + genesis
 .





pedogenic

 
/ˌpedəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting processes occurring in soil or leading to the formation of soil.











– origin

 from pedo-
 2
 + -genic
 .





pedology

 
/pəˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




another term for soil science
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pedological

 
/ˌpedəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
pedologist

 
/pəˈdäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 from pedo-
 2
 + -logy
 .





pedometer

 
/pəˈdämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for estimating the distance traveled on foot by recording the number of steps taken.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
pédomètre

 , from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’






pedomorphosis

 
/ˌpēdəˈmôrfəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 see neoteny
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pedomorphic

 
/-fik /






adjective



















– origin

 from pedo-
 1
 + -morph
 + -osis
 .





pedophile

 
/ˈpedəˌfīl /

 


‹Brit.›

 paedophile





I.
 
noun




a person who is sexually attracted to children.











– origin

 1940s: from pedo-
 1
 + -phile
 .





pedophilia

 
/ˌpēdəˈfilēə ˌpedəˈfilēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 paedophilia





I.
 
noun




sexual feelings directed toward children.








II.
 
derivatives





pedophiliac

 
/-ˈfilēˌak /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from pedo-
 1
 + -philia
 .





Pedro Ximenez

 
/ˌpādrō hiˈmāniz /

 
PX
 , px





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of sweet white Spanish grape used in making sherry and sweet wine.




2.
 
a sweet white wine made from the Pedro Ximenez grape.











– origin

 from the name of the person who introduced the grape.






peduncle

 
/ˈpēˌdəNGkəl pəˈdəNGkəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the stalk bearing a flower or fruit, or the main stalk of an inflorescence.

Compare with pedicel
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a stalklike part by which an organ is attached to an animal's body, or by which a barnacle or other sedentary animal is attached to a substrate.








II.
 
derivatives





peduncular

 
/pəˈdəNGkyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pedunculus

 , from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





pedunculate

 
/pəˈdəNGkyəlāt pəˈdəNGkyələt/






adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having a peduncle.













pedunculate oak






noun




the common or English oak.













pedway

 
/ˈpedˌwā/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a footway built for pedestrians in an urban area.













pee

 
/pē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
urinate




•
 
the puppy was peeing on the carpet.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
pee in one's pants

 )
 — wet one's underpants by urinating involuntarily (often used to suggest the notion of losing control of oneself through fear or hilarity).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
urine.




2.
 
an act of urinating




•
 
I really need to 
take a pee

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a verb): euphemistic use of the initial letter of piss
 .





Pee Dee River

 
/ˌpē ˌdē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 230 miles (370 km) through North Carolina and South Carolina to an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean south of the Grand Strand.










peek

 
/pēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look quickly, typically in a furtive manner




•
 
faces peeked from behind the curtains.










2.
 
protrude slightly so as to be just visible




•
 
his socks were so full of holes his toes peeked through.














II.
 
noun




a quick and typically furtive look




•
 
a peek through the window showed that the taxi had arrived.

















– origin

 late Middle English 
pike

 , 
pyke

 , of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 The word meaning ‘look quickly or furtively’ and ‘a quick or furtive look’ is 
peek

 , not 
peak

 : the sun peeks out only intermittently; a sneak peek at what's in store. In some contexts, this error is very common: for example, almost a third of citations for the expression 
a sneak peek

 in the Oxford English Corpus are for the incorrect spelling (a sneak peak).





peekaboo

 
/ˈpēkəˌbo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a game played with a young child, which involves hiding behind something and suddenly reappearing, saying “peekaboo.”








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a garment) revealing glimpses of the skin or body




•
 
a black lace peekaboo dress.










2.
 
(of a hairstyle) concealing one eye with a fringe or wave of hair.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from the verb peek
 + boo
 1
 .





Peekskill

 
/ˈpēkskil/






a commercial city in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River; pop. 24,484 (est. 2008).









peel1


 
/pēl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the outer covering or skin from (a fruit, vegetable, or shrimp)




•
 
she watched him peel an apple with deliberate care.










2.
 
remove (the outer covering or skin) from a fruit or vegetable




•
 


peel off

 the skins and thickly slice the potatoes.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fruit or vegetable) have a skin that can be removed




•
 
oranges that peel easily.










4.
 
(
peel something away/off

 )
 — remove or separate a thin covering or part from the outside or surface of something




•
 
carefully peel away the wax paper.










5.
 
remove (an article of clothing)




•
 
Suzy peeled off her white pullover.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a surface or object) lose parts of its outer layer or covering in small strips or pieces




•
 
the walls are peeling.










7.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of an outer layer or covering) come off, especially in strips or small pieces.








II.
 
noun




the outer covering or rind of a fruit or vegetable.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
peel off






(of a member of a formation, especially a flying formation) leave the formation by veering away to one side




•
 
the pace was much too hot for Beris, and he peeled off after five laps.















2.
 
peel out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 leave quickly




•
 
he peeled out down the street.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘to plunder’): variant of dialect 
pill

 , from Latin 
pilare

 ‘to strip hair from,’ from 
pilus

 ‘hair.’ The differentiation of 
peel

 and 
pill

 may have been by association with the French verbs 
peler

 ‘to peel’ and 
piller

 ‘to pillage.’






peel2


 
/pēl/





I.
 
noun




a flat, shovellike implement, especially one used by baker for carrying loaves, pies, etc., into or out of an oven




•
 
a wooden pizza peel.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pele

 , from Latin 
pala

 , from the base of 
pangere

 ‘to fix, plant.’





peel3


 
/pēl /

 
pele
 , peel tower





I.
 
noun




a small square defensive tower of a kind built in the 16th century in the border counties of England and Scotland.











– origin

 probably short for synonymous 
peel-house

 : 
peel

 from Anglo-Norman French 
pel

 ‘stake, palisade,’ from Latin 
palus

 ‘stake.’





peel4


 
/pēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Croquet]

 send (another player's ball) through a wicket




•
 
the better players are capable of peeling a ball through two or three wickets.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of Walter H. 
Peel

 , founder of the All England Croquet Association, a leading exponent of the practice.






Peel, Sir Robert

 
/pēl/






(1788–1850), British statesman, prime minister 1834–35 and 1841–46. As home secretary 1828–30, he established the Metropolitan Police, whose members are called “bobbies” in his honor. His repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 split the Conservatives and forced his resignation.









peeler1


 
/ˈpēlər/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a device for removing the skin from fruit and vegetables




•
 
a potato peeler.



















peeler2


 
/ˈpēlər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a police officer.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally denoting a member of the Irish constabulary): from the name of Sir Robert 
Peel

 (see Peel, Sir Robert
 ).





peelings

 
/ˈpēliNGz/






plural noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
strips of the outer skin of a vegetable or fruit




•
 
potato peelings.



















peen

 
/pēn/





I.
 
noun




the end of a hammer head opposite the face, typically wedge-shaped, curved, or spherical.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike with a hammer or the peen of a hammer.




2.
 
another term for shot-peen
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a verb): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish dialect 
pena (ut

 ), Danish dialect 
pene (ud

 ) ‘beat (out).’





Peenemunde

 
/ˌpēnəˈmo͝ondə, ˌpānəˈmYndə/






a village in northeastern Germany, on a small island just off the Baltic coast. During World War II, it was the chief site of German rocket research and testing.









peep1


 
/pēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look quickly and furtively at something, especially through a narrow opening




•
 
the door was ajar and she couldn't resist peeping in.










2.
 
(
peep out

 )
 — be just visible; appear slowly or partly or through a small opening




•
 
a wad of money that was peeping out of his pocket




•
 
the sun began to peep out.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quick or furtive look




•
 
Jonathan took a peep at his watch.










2.
 
a momentary or partial view of something




•
 
black curls and a peep of gold earring.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: symbolic; compare with peek
 .






peep2


 
/pēp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high-pitched feeble sound made by a young bird or mammal.




2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — a slight sound, utterance, or complaint




•
 
not a peep out of them since shortly after eight.










3.
 
(usu. 
peeps

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a small sandpiper or similar wading bird.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a cheeping or beeping sound.











– origin

 late Middle English: imitative; compare with cheep
 .





pee-pee

 
/ˈpēpē/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a child's word for an act of urinating.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 urine.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a penis.













peeper1


 
/ˈpēpər/






noun



1.
 
a person who peeps at someone or something, especially in a voyeuristic way.




2.
 
(
peepers

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's eyes




•
 
keep your peepers peeled for a familiar face.



















peeper2


 
/ˈpēpər /

 
spring peeper






noun




a small North American tree frog that has brownish-gray skin with a dark cross on the back, the males of which sing in early spring.

[
Hyla crucifer

 , family 
Hylidae

 .]













peephole

 
/ˈpēpˌhōl/






noun




a small hole that may be looked through, especially one in a door through which visitors may be identified before the door is opened.













peeping Tom





I.
 
noun




a person who gets sexual pleasure from secretly watching people undressing or engaging in sexual activity.











– origin

 from the name of the person said to have watched Lady Godiva, Lady
 ride naked through Coventry.






peeps

 
/pēps/






plural noun






‹informal›

 people (often used to refer to a person's friends or associates)




•
 
thanks for the feedback, peeps!




•
 
she's back home with her peeps in Milwaukee.



















peep show

 
/ˈpēp ˌSHō/






noun



1.
 
a sequence of pictures viewed through a lens or hole set into a box, traditionally offered as a public entertainment.




2.
 
an erotic or pornographic film or show viewed from a coin-operated booth.













peep sight

 
/ˈpēp ˌsīt/






noun




a rear sight for rifles with a circular hole through which the front sight is brought into line with the object aimed at.













peep-toe

 
/ˈpēpˌtō/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 (of a shoe) having the tip cut away to leave the large toe partially exposed.








II.
 
noun




a peep-toe shoe.














peepul

 
/ˈpēpəl /

 
pipal





I.
 
noun




another term for bo tree
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Hindi from Sanskrit 
pippala

 .






peer1


 
/pir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look keenly or with difficulty at someone or something




•
 
Blake screwed up his eyes, trying to peer through the fog.










2.
 
be just visible




•
 
the two towers peer over the roofs.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 come into view; appear.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps a variant of dialect 
pire

 ; perhaps partly from a shortening of appear
 .






peer2


 
/pir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the nobility in Britain or Ireland, comprising the ranks of duke, marquess, earl, viscount, and baron.

In the British peerage, earldoms and baronies were the earliest to be conferred; dukes were created from 1337, marquesses from the end of the 14th century, and viscounts from 1440. Such peerages are hereditary, although since 1958 there have also been nonhereditary life peerages. Peers are entitled to a seat in the House of Lords and exemption from jury service; they are debarred from election to the House of Commons.




2.
 
a person of the same age, status, or ability as another specified person




•
 
he has incurred much criticism from his academic peers.














II.
 
verb






‹archaic›

 make or become equal with or of the same rank.








III.
 
phrases





without peer






unequaled; unrivaled; peerless




•
 
he is a goalkeeper without peer.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
peer

 , from Latin 
par

 ‘equal.’





peerage

 
/ˈpirij/






noun



1.
 
the title and rank of peer or peeress




•
 
on his retirement as cabinet secretary, he was given a peerage.










2.
 
(
the peerage

 )
 — peers as a class; those holding a hereditary or honorary title




•
 
he was elevated to the peerage two years ago.










3.
 
a book containing a list of peers and peeresses, with their genealogy and history.













peeress

 
/ˈpirəs/






noun



1.
 
a woman holding the rank of a peer in her own right.




2.
 
the wife or widow of a peer.













peer group

 
/ˈpir ˌɡro͞op/






noun




a group of people of approximately the same age, status, and interests.













peerless

 
/ˈpirləs/






adjective




unequaled; unrivaled




•
 
a peerless cartoonist.



















peer pressure






noun




influence from members of one's peer group




•
 
his behavior was affected by drink and peer pressure.



















peer review





I.
 
noun




evaluation of scientific, academic, or professional work by others working in the same field.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
peer-review

 )


1.
 
subject (someone or something) to a peer review.













peer-to-peer






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to computer networks in which each computer can act as a server for the others, allowing shared access to files and peripherals without the need for a central server.













peeve

 
/pēv /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be peeved

 )


1.
 
annoy; irritate




•
 
he was peeved at being left out of the cabinet




•
 (as 
adj.

 
peeved

 )
 
a somewhat peeved tone.














II.
 
noun




a cause of annoyance




•
 
my peeve is people treating me like a moron.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from peevish
 .






peevish

 
/ˈpēviSH/





I.
 
adjective




easily irritated, especially by unimportant things




•
 
all this makes Steve fretful and peevish.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peevishly

 
/ˈpēviSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
peevishness

 
/ˈpēviSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘foolish, insane, spiteful’): of unknown origin.





peewee

 
/ˈpēˌwē/






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a level of amateur sports, involving children aged eight or nine




•
 
a peewee baseball team.










2.
 
a player at peewee level of amateur sport.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 variant spelling of pewee
 .




4.
 
a small marble.














peg

 
/peɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short cylindrical piece of wood, metal, or plastic, typically tapered at one end, that is used for holding things together, hanging things on, or marking a position.




2.
 
(also 
tent peg

 )
 — a pin or bolt driven into the ground to hold one of the ropes or corners of a tent in position.




3.
 
a short pin or cylindrical object in the neck of a stringed musical instrument around which the strings are wound, and which are turned to adjust their tension and so tune the instrument.




4.
 
a bung for stoppering a cask.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a person's leg.




6.
 
a point or limit on a scale, especially of exchange rates.




7.
 


(chiefly Indian)

 a measure of liquor




•
 
have 
a peg of

 whiskey.










8.
 


‹informal›

 a strong throw, especially in baseball.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fix or make fast with a peg or pegs




•
 
drape individual plants with nets, 
pegging down

 the edges.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fix (a price, rate, or amount) at a particular level.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 form a fixed opinion of; categorize




•
 
the officer probably 
has us pegged as

 anarchists.










4.
 


‹informal›

 throw (a ball) hard and low, especially in baseball




•
 
the catcher pegs the ball to the first baseman.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a peg to hang a matter on






something used as a pretext or occasion for the discussion or treatment of a wider subject.









2.
 
a square peg in a round hole






a person in a situation unsuited to their abilities or character.









3.
 
take someone down a peg or two






make someone realize that they are less talented or important than they think are.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
peg away








‹informal›

 continue working hard at or trying to achieve something, especially over a long period.









2.
 
peg out





a.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 die.




b.
 
score the winning point at cribbage.




c.
 


[Croquet]

 hit the peg with the ball as the final stroke in a game.









3.
 
peg something out






mark the boundaries of an area of land




•
 
I went out to peg out our assembly area.





















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Low German origin; compare with Dutch dialect 
peg

 ‘plug, peg.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





PEG






abbreviation




polyethylene glycol.













Pegasus

 
/ˈpeɡəsəs/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a winged horse that sprang from the blood of Medusa when Perseus cut off her head.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large northern constellation, said to represent a winged horse. The three brightest stars, together with one star of Andromeda, form the prominent 
Square of Pegasus

 .




III.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Pegasi

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Zeta Pegasi.













– origin

 via Latin from Greek.





pegboard

 
/ˈpeɡˌbôrd/






noun




a board having a regular pattern of small holes for pegs, used chiefly for games or the display of information.













pegbox

 
/ˈpeɡˌbäks/






noun




a structure at the head of a stringed instrument where the strings are attached to the tuning pegs.













pegged

 
/peɡd/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 another term for pegtop
 .













peggy

 
/ˈpeɡē/





I.
 
noun






‹nautical slang›

 a steward in a ship's mess (often used as a form of address).











– origin

 early 20th cent. (earlier denoting a man of feminine habits): alteration of 
Meggy

 , nickname for the given name 
Margaret

 .





peg leg

 
/ˈpeɡ ˌleɡ/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an artificial leg, especially a wooden one.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person with an artificial leg.













pegmatite

 
/ˈpeɡməˌtīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a coarsely crystalline granite or other igneous rock with crystals several centimeters to several meters in length.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
pēgma

 , 
pēgmat-

 ‘thing joined together’ + -ite
 1
 .






pegtop

 
/ˈpeɡtäp/





I.
 
noun




a pear-shaped spinning top with a metal pin or peg forming the point, spun by the rapid uncoiling of a string wound around it.








II.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 (of a garment) wide at the top and narrow at the bottom




•
 
pegtop trousers were very wide in the hips.



















Pegu

 
/peˈɡo͞o/






a city and river port in southern Burma (Myanmar), on the Pegu River, northeast of Rangoon; pop. 200,900 (est. 2004). It is a center of Buddhist culture.









PEI






abbreviation




Prince Edward Island.













Pei, I. M.

 
/pā/






(1917–), US architect, born in China; full name 
Ieoh Ming Pei

 . He designed monumental public buildings, including the east wing of the National Gallery of Art 1978 in Washington, DC, the John F. Kennedy Library 1979 in Boston, and the pyramid entrance to the Louvre 1983–89 in Paris.









peignoir

 
/ˌpānˈwär/





I.
 
noun




a woman's light dressing gown or negligee.











– origin

 French, from 
peigner

 ‘to comb’ (because the garment was originally worn while combing the hair).





Peirce, Charles Sanders

 
/pi(ə)rs/






(1839–1914), US philosopher and logician. A founder of pragmatism in the US, he argued that the meaning of a belief is to be understood by the actions and uses to which it gives rise.









pejorative

 
/pəˈjôrədiv/





I.
 
adjective




expressing contempt or disapproval




•
 
"permissiveness" is used almost universally as a pejorative term.














II.
 
noun




a word expressing contempt or disapproval.








III.
 
derivatives





pejoratively

 
/ˈpejəˌrādivlē pəˈjôrədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
péjoratif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
pejorare

 ‘make worse,’ from Latin 
pejor

 ‘worse.’






pekan

 
/ˈpekən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for fisher
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Canadian French, from New England Algonquian.





peke

 
/pēk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a Pekingese dog.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






Peking

 
/ˌpēˈkiNG/






Another name for (esp. formerly) Beijing
 .









Peking duck

 
/ˌpēkiNG ˈdək/






noun




a Chinese dish consisting of strips of roast duck served with shredded vegetables and a sweet sauce.













Pekingese

 
Pekinese





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌpēkiNGˈēz /



1.
 
a lapdog of a short-legged breed with long hair and a snub nose, originally brought to Europe from the Summer Palace at Beijing (Peking) in 1860.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌpēkiNGˈēz /



1.
 
of or relating to Beijing, its citizens, or their culture or cuisine.














Peking man






noun




a fossil hominid of the middle Pleistocene period, identified from remains found near Beijing in 1926.

[A late form of 
Homo erectus

 (formerly 
Sinanthropus pekinensis

 ), family 
Hominidae

 .]













Peking opera






noun




a stylized Chinese form of opera dating from the late 18th century, in which speech, singing, mime, and acrobatics are performed to an instrumental accompaniment.













Pekin robin

 
/ˌpēkin ˈräbən/






noun




another term for leiothrix
 .













pekoe

 
/ˈpēkō/





I.
 
noun




a high-quality black tea made from young leaves.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Chinese dialect 
pekho

 , from 
pek

 ‘white’ + 
ho

 ‘down’ (the leaves being picked young when covered with down).





pelage

 
/ˈpelij/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the fur, hair, or wool of a mammal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Old French 
pel

 ‘hair.’





Pelagian

 
/pəˈlājēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the theological doctrine of Pelagius, especially in denying the doctrines of original sin and predestination, and defending innate human goodness and free will




•
 
the Pelagian definition of sin and holiness




•
 
such theology is not only subjective but thoroughly Pelagian.














II.
 
noun




a person who believes in the theological doctrine of Pelagius, especially its denial of the doctrines of original sin and predestination, and defense of innate human goodness and free will




•
 
this can be affirmed by none but a Pelagian.



















Pelagianism

 
/pəˈlāj(ē)əˌnizəm /

 

‹Christianity›







noun




the theological doctrine of Pelagius and his followers, in particular the denial of the doctrines of original sin and predestination, and the defense of innate human goodness and free will




•
 
Pelagianism continued to find support in Britain.




















pelagic

 
/pəˈlajik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to the open sea




•
 
the kittiwakes return from their pelagic winter wanderings.










2.
 


‹technical›

 (chiefly of fish) inhabiting the upper layers of the open sea.

Often contrasted with demersal
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
pelagikos

 , from 
pelagios

 ‘of the sea’ (from 
pelagos

 ‘level surface of the sea’).





Pelagius

 
/pəˈlāj(ē)əs/






(
c.

 360–
c.

 420), British or Irish monk. He denied the doctrines of original sin and predestination, defending innate human goodness and free will. His beliefs were condemned as heretical by the Synod of Carthage in about 418.









pelargonium

 
/ˌpelärˈɡōnēəm ˌpelərˈɡōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




a tender shrubby plant that is widely cultivated for its red, pink, or white flowers. Some kinds have fragrant leaves that yield an essential oil.

See also geranium
 . [Genus 
Pelargonium

 , family 
Geraniaceae

 : many species and several hybrid groups, including the 
zonal pelargoniums

 (
P.

 × 
hortorum

 ), with rounded leaves bearing colored zones, and the trailing 
ivy-leaved pelargoniums

 (
P. peltatum

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
pelargos

 ‘stork,’ apparently on the pattern of 
geranium

 (based on Greek 
geranos

 ‘crane’).





Pelasgian

 
/pəˈlazjēən pəˈlazɡēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to an ancient people inhabiting the coasts and islands of the Aegean Sea and eastern Mediterranean before the arrival of Greek-speaking peoples in the Bronze Age.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Pelasgian people.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Pelasgos

 + -ian
 .





pelau

 
/pəˈlou/





I.
 
noun




a spicy dish consisting of meat (typically chicken), rice, and pigeon peas.











– origin

 from French Creole 
pêlao

 .





Pelé

 
/ˈpāˌlā/






(1940–), Brazilian soccer player; born 
Edson Arantes do Nascimento

 . Regarded as one of the greatest goal-scorers of all time, he played for the New York Cosmos 1975–77 and is credited with over 1,200 goals in first-class soccer.










pelecypod

 
/pəˈlesəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun




another term for bivalve
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pelecypoda

 (alternative class name), from Greek 
pelekus

 ‘hatchet’ + 
-podos

 ‘footed.’





Pelée, Mount

 
/pəˈlā/






a volcano on the island of Martinique, in the Caribbean Sea. Its eruption in 1902 killed about 30,000 people.









pelerine

 
/ˈpelərēn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a woman's cape of lace or silk with pointed ends at the center front, popular in the 19th century.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
pèlerine

 , the sense being a transferred use of the feminine of 
pèlerin

 ‘pilgrim.’





Pele's hair

 
/ˌpelāz ˈher/





I.
 
noun




fine threads of volcanic glass, formed when a spray of lava droplets cools rapidly in the air.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: translating Hawaiian 
lauohu o Pele

 , Pele being the goddess of volcanoes in Hawaiian mythology.





Peleus

 
/ˈpēlēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a king of Phthia in Thessaly, who was given as his wife the sea nymph Thetis; their child was Achilles.










pelf

 
/pelf/





I.
 
noun




money, especially when gained in a dishonest or dishonorable way.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘booty, pilfered property’): from a variant of Old French 
pelfre

 ‘spoils,’ of unknown origin. Compare with pilfer
 .





pelham

 
/ˈpeləm/





I.
 
noun




a horse's bit that combines the action of a curb bit and a snaffle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the surname 
Pelham

 .





Pelham, Henry

 
/ˈpeləm/






(1696–1754), British statesman; prime minister 1743–54.









pelican

 
/ˈpeləkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large gregarious waterbird with a long bill, an extensible throat pouch for scooping up fish, and mainly white or gray plumage.

[Genus 
Pelecanus

 , family 
Pelecanidae

 : six species, including the 
white pelican

 (
P. erythrorhynchos

 ) of western and central North America, and the 
brown pelican

 (
P. occidentalis

 ) of northern and western South America and the southern US.]




2.
 
a heraldic or artistic representation of a pelican, typically depicted pecking its own breast as a symbol of Christ.

[from an ancient legend that the pelican fed its young on its own blood.]











– origin

 late Old English 
pellicane

 , via late Latin from Greek 
pelekan

 , probably based on 
pelekus

 ‘ax’ (with reference to its bill).





pelican's-foot shell






noun




a burrowing European mollusk that has a heavily sculptured spiral shell with a flared lip that extends into several points.

[
Aporrhais pespelecani

 , family 
Aporrhaidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]













Pelican State






a nickname for the state of Louisiana
 .









Pelion

 
/ˈpēlēən/





I.
 
a wooded mountain in Greece, near the coast of southeastern Thessaly, that rises to 5,079 feet (1,548 m). In Greek mythology it was believed to be the home of the centaurs, and the giants were said to have piled Mounts Olympus and Ossa on its summit in their attempt to reach heaven and destroy the gods.




II.
 
phrases





pile (or heap) Pelion on Ossa






add a difficulty or task to something that is already difficult or onerous.

















pelisse

 
/pəˈlēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's cloak with armholes or sleeves, reaching to the ankles.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a fur-lined cloak, especially as part of a hussar's uniform.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
pellicia (vestis

 ) ‘(garment) of fur,’ from 
pellis

 ‘skin.’





pelite

 
/ˈpēlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a very fine-grained sediment or sedimentary rock composed of clay or mud particles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
pēlos

 ‘clay, mud’ + -ite
 1
 .





pellagra

 
/pəˈlāɡrə pəˈlaɡrə pəˈläɡrə/





I.
 
noun




a deficiency disease caused by a lack of nicotinic acid or its precursor tryptophan in the diet. It is characterized by dermatitis, diarrhea, and mental disturbance, and is often linked to overdependence on corn as a staple food.








II.
 
derivatives





pellagrous

 
/pəˈlāɡrəs pəˈlaɡrəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian, from 
pelle

 ‘skin,’ on the pattern of 
podagra

 .





pellet

 
/ˈpelət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, rounded, compressed mass of a substance




•
 
fish food pellets.










2.
 
a piece of small shot or other lightweight bullet.




3.
 


[Ornithology]

 a small mass of bones and feathers regurgitated by a bird of prey or other bird.




4.
 
a small round piece of animal feces, especially from a rabbit or rodent.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or shape (a substance, especially animal food) into pellets.




2.
 
hit with or as though with pellets




•
 
the last drops of rain were pelleting the windshield.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pelote

 ‘metal ball,’ from a diminutive of Latin 
pila

 ‘ball.’





pelletize

 
/ˈpeləˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or shape (a substance) into pellets.













pellet stove






noun




a stove used for heating which burns pellets made of wood or other organic materials




•
 
they started looking for a pellet stove in March, when fuel prices were beginning their surge.



















Pelli, Cesar

 
/ˈpelē/






(1926–), US architect; born in Argentina. His designs incorporate the special characteristics of each project, such as the World Financial Center and its Winter Garden 1980–89 in New York City and Founders Hall 1987–92 in Charlotte, North Carolina.









pellicle

 
/ˈpələk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a thin skin, cuticle, membrane, or film.








II.
 
derivatives





pellicular

 
/pəˈlikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
pellicule

 , from Latin 
pellicula

 ‘small piece of skin,’ diminutive of 
pellis

 .





pellitory

 
/ˈpeləˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in full 
pellitory of Spain

 )
 — a plant of the daisy family, 
Anacyclus pyrethrum

 , with a pungent-flavored root, used as a local irritant, etc.




2.
 
(also 
pellitory of the wall

 )
 — a European plant of the nettle family with greenish flowers that grows on or at the foot of walls or in stony places.

[
Parietaria judaica

 , family 
Urticaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of obsolete 
parietary

 , from Old French 
paritaire

 , based on Latin 
paries

 , 
pariet-

 ‘wall.’





pell-mell

 
/pelˈmel/





I.
 
adverb




in a confused, rushed, or disorderly manner




•
 
the contents of the sacks were thrown pell-mell to the ground.














II.
 
adjective




recklessly hasty or disorganized; headlong




•
 
steering the pell-mell development of Europe onto a new and more gradual course.














III.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of affairs or collection of things characterized by haste or confusion




•
 
the pell-mell of ascending gables and roof tiles.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
pêle-mêle

 , from earlier 
pesle mesle

 , 
mesle pesle

 , reduplication from 
mesler

 ‘to mix.’





pellucid

 
/pəˈlo͞osəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
translucently clear




•
 
mountains reflected in the pellucid waters.










2.
 
lucid in style or meaning; easily understood




•
 
he writes, as always, in pellucid prose.










3.
 
(of music or other sound) clear and pure in tone




•
 
a smooth legato and pellucid singing tone are his calling cards.














II.
 
derivatives





pellucidly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pellucidus

 , from 
perlucere

 ‘shine through.’





Pelmanism

 
/ˈpelmənˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
a system of memory training originally devised by the Pelman Institute for the Scientific Development of Mind, Memory, and Personality in London in the 1920s.




2.
 
a game based on memorizing cards or other objects placed before the players.













pelmet

 
/ˈpelmət/





I.
 
noun




a narrow border of cloth or wood, fitted across the top of a door or window to conceal the curtain fittings.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably an alteration of French 
palmette

 , literally ‘small palm’ (see palmette
 ).





Peloponnesian War

 
/ˌpeləpəˌnēZHən ˈwôr/






the war of 431–404 
BC

 fought between Athens and Sparta with their respective allies, occasioned largely by Spartan opposition to the Delian League. It ended in the total defeat of Athens and the transfer, for a brief period, of the leadership of Greece to Sparta.









Peloponnesus

 
/ˌpeləpəˈnēsəs /

 
the Peloponnese





I.
 
the mountainous southern peninsula of Greece, connected to central Greece by the Isthmus of Corinth. Greek name 
Pelopónnisos

 .







– origin

 from Greek, literally ‘island of Pelops.’





Pelops

 
/ˈpēˌläps /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







son of Tantalus, brother of Niobe, and father of Atreus. He was killed by his father and served up as food to the gods, but only one shoulder was eaten, and he was restored to life with an ivory shoulder replacing the one that was missing.









pelorus

 
/pəˈlôrəs/





I.
 
noun




a sighting device on a ship for taking the relative bearings of a distant object.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from 
Pelorus

 , said to be the name of Hannibal's pilot.





pelota

 
/pəˈlōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Basque or Spanish game played in a walled court with a ball and basketlike rackets attached to the hand.




2.
 
the ball used in such games as pelota and jai alai.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘ball,’ augmentative of 
pella

 , from Latin 
pila

 ‘ball.’





peloton

 
/ˈpeləˌtän/





I.
 
noun




the main field or group of cyclists in a race.











– origin

 1950s: from French, literally ‘small ball’ (because of the concentrated grouping of the pack).





pelt1


 
/pelt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack (someone) by repeatedly hurling things at them




•
 
two little boys 
pelted

 him 
with

 rotten apples.










2.
 
repeatedly hurl (something) at someone or something




•
 
he spotted four boys aged about ten pelting stones at ducks.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pelt down

 )
 — (of rain, hail, or snow) fall quickly and very heavily




•
 
the rain was pelting down.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 run somewhere very quickly




•
 
I pelted across the road.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an act of hurling something at someone.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin.





pelt2


 
/pelt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the skin of an animal with the fur, wool, or hair still on it.




2.
 
an animal's coat of fur or hair.




3.
 
the raw skin of a sheep or goat, stripped and ready for tanning.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person's hair.











– origin

 Middle English: either from obsolete 
pellet

 ‘skin,’ from an Old French diminutive of 
pel

 ‘skin,’ from Latin 
pellis

 ‘skin,’ or a back-formation from peltry
 .





peltate

 
/ˈpeltāt/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 shield-shaped.




2.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 (of a leaf) more or less circular, with the stalk attached at a point on the underside.













Peltier effect

 
/ˈpeltyā əˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an effect whereby heat is emitted or absorbed when an electric current passes across a junction between two materials.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Jean C. A. 
Peltier

 (1785–1845), French amateur scientist.






peltry

 
/ˈpeltrē/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
peltries

 )


1.
 
animal pelts collectively.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
pelterie

 , based on Old French 
pel

 ‘skin,’ from Latin 
pellis

 .





pelvic

 
/ˈpelvik/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or situated within the bony pelvis.




2.
 
of or relating to the renal pelvis.














pelvic fin






noun






[Zoology]

 each of a pair of fins on the underside of a fish's body, attached to the pelvic girdle and helping to control direction.

Also called ventral fin
 .













pelvic floor






noun




the muscular base of the abdomen, attached to the pelvis.














pelvic girdle






noun




(in vertebrates) the enclosing structure formed by the pelvis, providing attachment for the hind limbs or pelvic fins.













pelvic inflammatory disease

 
/ˈpelvik inˈflaməˌtôrē dəˈzēz /

 
PID






noun




inflammation of the female genital tract, accompanied by fever and lower abdominal pain.













pelvimetry

 
/pelˈvimətrē/






noun






[Medicine]

 measurement of the dimensions of the pelvis, undertaken chiefly to help determine whether a woman can give birth normally or will require a Caesarean section.













pelvis

 
/ˈpelvəs/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
the large bony structure near the base of the spine to which the hind limbs or legs are attached in humans and many other vertebrates.




b.
 
the part of the abdomen including or enclosed by the pelvis.





In humans the pelvis, connected to the base of the spine, forms a basin-shaped hollow frame at the hips, partly supporting the internal organs and providing attachment for the bones and muscles of the legs.




2.
 
(also 
renal pelvis

 )
 — the broadened top part of the ureter into which the kidney tubules drain.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘basin.’





pelycosaur

 
/ˈpelikəˌsôr/





I.
 
noun




a large extinct reptile of the late Carboniferous and Permian periods, typically having a line of long bony spines along the back supporting a sail-like crest.

[Order 
Pelycosauria

 , subclass 
Synapsida

 : several families and genera, including 
Dimetrodon

 and 
Edaphosaurus

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
pelux

 , 
peluk-

 ‘bowl’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





Pemba

 
/ˈpembə/





I.
 
a seaport in northern Mozambique, on the Indian Ocean; pop. 141,316 (2007).




II.
 
an island off the coast of Tanzania, in the western Indian Ocean, north of Zanzibar.









Pembroke Pines

 
/ˌpembrōk ˈpīnz/






a city in southeastern Florida, northwest of Miami; pop. 145,661 (est. 2008).









pemmican

 
/ˈpeməkən/





I.
 
noun




a paste of dried and pounded meat mixed with melted fat and other ingredients, originally made by North American Indians and later adapted by Arctic explorers.











– origin

 from Cree 
pimikan

 , from 
pime

 ‘fat.’





pemphigoid

 
/ˈpem(p)fəˌɡoid/






noun






[Medicine]

 a skin disease resembling pemphigus, chiefly affecting elderly people.













pemphigus

 
/ˈpemfiɡəs, pemˈfīɡəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a skin disease in which watery blisters form on the skin.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pemphix

 , 
pemphig-

 ‘bubble.’





pen1


 
/pen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument for writing or drawing with ink, typically consisting of a metal nib or ball, or a nylon tip, fitted into a metal or plastic holder.




2.
 
(
the pen

 )
 — the occupation or practice of writing




•
 
she was forced to support herself not only by the pen, but as a secret agent.










3.
 
an electronic penlike device used in conjunction with a writing surface to enter commands or data into a computer.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 the tapering cartilaginous internal shell of a squid.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or compose




•
 
he had not penned a line to Lizzie in three years.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the pen is mightier than the sword








‹proverb›

 writing is more effective than military power or violence.









2.
 
put (or set) pen to paper






write or begin to write something.















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a feather with a sharpened quill): from Old French 
penne

 , from Latin 
penna

 ‘feather’ (in late Latin ‘pen’).






pen2


 
/pen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small enclosure in which sheep, pigs, cattle, or other domestic animals are kept.




2.
 
a number of animals in or sufficient to fill a pen




•
 


a pen of

 young horses.










3.
 
any small enclosure in which someone or something can be confined.




4.
 
a covered dock for a submarine or other warship.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put or keep (an animal) in a pen




•
 
it was the practice to pen the sheep for clipping.










2.
 
(
pen someone up/in

 )
 — confine someone in a restricted space




•
 
they had been penned up day and night in the house.

















– origin

 Old English 
penn

 , of unknown origin.





pen3


 
/pen/





I.
 
noun




a female swan.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





pen4


 
/pen/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for penitentiary
 (
sense

 1).













PEN






abbreviation




International Association of Poets, Playwrights, Editors, Essayists, and Novelists.













Pen.






abbreviation




Peninsula.













penal

 
/ˈpēn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, used for, or prescribing the punishment of offenders under the legal system




•
 
the campaign for penal reform.










2.
 
(of an act or offense) punishable by law.








II.
 
derivatives





penally

 
/ˈpēn(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
penal

 , from Latin 
poenalis

 , from 
poena

 ‘pain, penalty.’





penalize

 
/ˈpēn(ə)lˌīz ˈpen(ə)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to some form of punishment




•
 
you'll be penalized if you tap the account before age 59.










2.
 
(in various sports) punish (a player or team) for a breach of the rules by awarding an advantage to the opposition.




3.
 
put in an unfavorable position or at an unfair disadvantage




•
 
if the bill is not amended, genuine claimants will be penalized.










4.
 


[Law]

 make or declare (an act or offense) legally punishable




•
 
section twenty penalizes possession of a firearm when trespassing.














II.
 
derivatives





penalization

 
/ˌpenləˈzāSHən ˌpēnləˈzāSHən ˌpenlˌīˈzāSHən ˌpēnlˌīˈzāSHən /






noun





















penal servitude






noun




imprisonment with hard labor.













penalty

 
/ˈpen(ə)ltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a punishment imposed for breaking a law, rule, or contract




•
 
the charge carries a maximum penalty of ten years' imprisonment.










2.
 
a disadvantage or unpleasant experience suffered as the result of an action or circumstance




•
 
the cold never leaves my bones these days—one of the penalties of age.










3.
 
(in sports and games) a disadvantage or handicap imposed on a player or team, typically for infringement of rules.




4.
 
a kick or shot awarded to a team because of a serious infringement of the rules by an opponent.




5.
 


[Bridge]

 points won by the defenders when a declarer fails to make the contract.








II.
 
phrases





under (or on) penalty of






under the threat of




•
 
he ordered enterprises to fulfill contracts under penalty of strict fines.





















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably via Anglo-Norman French, from medieval Latin 
poenalitas

 , based on 
poena

 ‘pain.’





penalty area

 
/ˈpenəltē ˈerēə/






noun






[Soccer]

 the rectangular area marked out in front of each goal, within which a foul by a defender involves the award of a penalty kick and outside which the goalkeeper is not allowed to handle the ball.













penalty box

 
/ˈpenəltē bäks/






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 an enclosure alongside the rink where players who have been assessed penalties must remain while they serve out their penalties.













penalty double






noun






[Bridge]

 another term for business double
 .













penalty goal






noun




(in rugby, hockey, etc.) a goal scored from a penalty




•
 
the home side managed to close the gap with a penalty goal.



















penalty kick

 
/ˈpenəltē kik/






noun



1.
 


[Soccer]

 a free kick at the goal from the penalty spot (which only the goalkeeper is allowed to defend), awarded to the attacking team after a foul within the penalty area by an opponent.




2.
 


[Rugby]

 a placekick awarded to a team after an offense by an opponent.














penalty kill






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 a situation in which a team is outnumbered by its opponents while one or more players is serving a penalty, characterized by an emphasis on defensive play




•
 
they surrendered just 12 goals in 300 penalty kills




•
 
the team spent nearly the entire second period 
on the penalty kill

 .







Compare with power play
 (
sense

 2).













penalty killer





I.
 
noun






[Hockey]

 a player specializing in preventing the opposing side from scoring while the strength of that player's team is reduced through penalties.








II.
 
derivatives





penalty killing






noun





















penalty spot

 
/ˈpenəltē spät/






noun






[Soccer]

 the point within the penalty area from which penalty kicks are taken.













penance

 
/ˈpenəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
voluntary self-punishment inflicted as an outward expression of repentance for having done wrong




•
 
he had 
done

 public 
penance for

 those hasty words.










2.
 
a Christian sacrament in which a member of the Church confesses sins to a priest and is given absolution.

In the Roman Catholic Church often called sacrament of reconciliation
 .




3.
 
a religious observance or other duty required of a person by a priest as part of this sacrament to indicate repentance.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 impose a penance on




•
 
a hair shirt to penance him for his folly in offending.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
paenitentia

 ‘repentance,’ from the verb 
paenitere

 ‘be sorry.’






Penang

 
/pəˈnaNG /

 
Pinang





I.
 
an island in Malaysia, located off the western coast of the Malay Peninsula.




II.
 
a state of Malaysia, consisting of Penang and a coastal strip on the mainland; capital, George Town (on Penang island).




III.
 
another name for George Town
 (
sense

 2).










penates

 
/pəˈnādēz pəˈnädēz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Roman History]

 household gods worshiped in conjunction with Vesta and the lares by the ancient Romans.











– origin

 Latin, from 
penus

 ‘provision of food’; related to 
penes

 ‘within.’





pence

 
/pens/






plural form of penny
 .









penchant

 
/ˈpen(t)SH(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a strong or habitual liking for something or tendency to do something




•
 
he has a 
penchant for

 adopting stray dogs.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, ‘leaning, inclining,’ present participle of the verb 
pencher

 .





pencil

 
/ˈpensəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument for writing or drawing, consisting of a thin stick of graphite or a similar substance enclosed in a long thin piece of wood or fixed in a metal or plastic case.




2.
 
graphite or a similar substance used as a medium for writing or drawing




•
 
the words were scribbled in pencil.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a cosmetic in a long thin stick, designed to be applied to a particular part of the face




•
 
an eyebrow pencil.










4.
 
something with the shape of a pencil




•
 
a pencil of light




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a long pencil beam.










5.
 


[Physics]

 
[Geometry]

 a set of light rays, lines, etc., converging to or diverging narrowly from a single point.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write, draw, or color (something) with a pencil




•
 
a previous owner has penciled their name inside the cover




•
 (as 
adj.

 
penciled

 )
 
a penciled note.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





pencil something in





a.
 
fill in an area or shape with pencil strokes




•
 
a lot of the outlines had been penciled in.










b.
 
arrange, forecast, or note down something provisionally or tentatively




•
 
May 15 was penciled in as the date for the meeting.










c.
 
(
pencil someone in

 )
 — make a provisional or tentative arrangement with or for someone




•
 
he was penciled in for surgery at the end of the month.


















IV.
 
derivatives





penciler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a fine paintbrush): from Old French 
pincel

 , from a diminutive of Latin 
peniculus

 ‘brush,’ diminutive of 
penis

 ‘tail.’ The verb was originally (early 16th cent.) in the sense ‘paint with a fine brush.’





pencil case

 
//






noun




a small container for pencils, pens, and other writing equipment.













pencil mustache






noun




a very thin mustache.














pencil pusher

 
/ˈpensəl ˈpo͝oSHər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person with a clerical job involving a lot of tedious and repetitive paperwork.













pencil sharpener

 
/ˈpensəl ˌSHärp(ə)nər/






noun




a device for sharpening a pencil by rotating a cutter around its point.













pencil skirt






noun




a very narrow straight skirt




•
 
it looks sophisticated with the pencil skirt and pretty with the flared skirt.




















pendant

 
/ˈpendənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of jewelry that hangs from a chain worn around the neck.




2.
 
a necklace with a pendant.




3.
 
a light designed to hang from the ceiling.




4.
 
the part of a pocket watch by which it is suspended.




5.
 


[Nautical]

 a short rope hanging from the head of a ship's mast, yardarm, or clew of a sail, used for attaching tackles.




6.
 
an artistic, literary, or musical composition intended to match or complement another




•
 
the triptych's pendant will occupy the corresponding wall in the south transept.














II.
 
adjective




hanging downward; pendent




•
 
pendant flowers on frail stems.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting an architectural decoration projecting downward): from Old French, literally ‘hanging,’ present participle of the verb 
pendre

 , from Latin 
pendere

 .





pendent

 
/ˈpendənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
hanging down or overhanging




•
 
pendent lichens.










2.
 
undecided; pending




•
 
the use of jurisdiction to decide pendent claims.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (especially of a sentence) incomplete; not having a finite verb.








II.
 
derivatives





pendency

 
/ˈpend(ə)nsē /






noun





















pendente lite

 
/penˌdentē ˈlīdē/





I.
 
adverb






[Law]

 during litigation.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘with the lawsuit pending.’





pendentive

 
/penˈden(t)iv/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a curved triangle of vaulting formed by the intersection of a dome with its supporting arches.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the French adjective 
pendentif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
pendent-

 ‘hanging down,’ from the verb 
pendere

 .





Penderecki, Krzysztof

 
/ˌpendəˈretskē/






(1933–), Polish composer. His music frequently features sounds drawn from extramusical sources and note clusters, as in his 
Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima

 (1960) for fifty-two strings. Notable religious works: 
Stabat Mater

 (1962) and 
Polish Requiem

 (1980–84).









Pendergast, Thomas

 
/ˈpendərˌɡast/






(1872–1945), US politician; full name 
Thomas Joseph Pendergast

 . An early supporter of Harry Truman, he was the acknowledged Democratic boss of Kansas City, Missouri. He served time in prison for income tax evasion 1939–40.









pending

 
/ˈpendiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
awaiting decision or settlement




•
 
nine cases were still pending.










2.
 
about to happen; imminent




•
 
with a presidential election pending, it would be wrong to force the changes through now




•
 
the pending disaster.














II.
 
preposition




until (something) happens or takes place




•
 
they were released on bail pending an appeal.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: anglicized spelling of French 
pendant

 ‘hanging.’





Pendragon

 
/ˌpenˈdraɡən/





I.
 
noun




a title given to an ancient British or Welsh prince holding or claiming supreme power.











– origin

 Welsh, literally ‘chief war-leader,’ from 
pen

 ‘head’ + 
dragon

 ‘standard.’





pendulous

 
/ˈpenjələs ˈpend(y)ələs/





I.
 
adjective




hanging down loosely




•
 
pendulous branches.














II.
 
derivatives





pendulously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pendulus

 ‘hanging down’ (from 
pendere

 ‘hang’) + -ous
 .





pendulum

 
/ˈpenjələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weight hung from a fixed point so that it can swing freely backward and forward, especially a rod with a weight at the end that regulates the mechanism of a clock.




2.
 
used to refer to the tendency of a situation to oscillate between one extreme and another




•
 
the pendulum of fashion.














II.
 
derivatives





pendular

 
/ˈpenjələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of 
pendulus

 ‘hanging down.’





penectomy

 
/peˈnektəmē/






noun




surgical amputation of the penis.













Penelope

 
/pəˈneləpē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Odysseus, who was beset by suitors when her husband did not return after the fall of Troy.

See also Odyssey
 .









peneplain

 
/ˈpēnəˌplān /

 
peneplane





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a more or less level land surface produced by erosion over a long period, undisturbed by crustal movement.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
paene

 ‘almost’ + plain
 1
 .





penetrable

 
/ˈpenətrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
allowing things to pass through; permeable




•
 
the outer membrane is penetrable.










2.
 
possible to understand; understandable




•
 
the translation makes the original text penetrable.














II.
 
derivatives





penetrability

 
/ˌpenətrəˈbilədē /






noun





















penetralia

 
/ˌpenəˈtrālēə/





I.
 
plural noun




the innermost parts of a building; a secret or hidden place.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘innermost things,’ neuter plural of 
penetralis

 ‘interior.’





penetrance

 
/ˈpenətrəns/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 the extent to which a particular gene or set of genes is expressed in the phenotypes of individuals carrying it, measured by the proportion of carriers showing the characteristic phenotype.











– origin

 1930s: from German 
Penetranz

 .





penetrant

 
/ˈpenətrənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 (of a gene or group of genes) producing characteristic effects in the phenotypes of individuals possessing it.








II.
 
noun




a substance that can penetrate cracks, pores, and other surface defects.














penetrate

 
/ˈpenəˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
succeed in forcing a way into or through (a thing)




•
 
the shrapnel had penetrated his head and chest




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
tunnels that 
penetrate

 deep 
into

 the earth's core.










2.
 
(of a man) insert the penis into the vagina or anus of (a sexual partner).




3.
 
infiltrate (an enemy group or rival organization) in order to spy on it




•
 
they feared that their council had been penetrated by informers.










4.
 
(of a company) begin to sell its products in (a particular market or area)




•
 
Honda has succeeded in penetrating Western motorcycle markets.










5.
 
succeed in understanding or gaining insight into (something complex or mysterious)




•
 
a magician who seemed to have penetrated the mysteries of nature.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be fully understood or realized by someone




•
 
as his words penetrated, she saw a mental picture of him with Dawn.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
penetrat-

 ‘placed or gone into,’ from the verb 
penetrare

 ; related to 
penitus

 ‘inner.’





penetrating

 
/ˈpenəˌtrādiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to make a way through or into something




•
 
the problem of penetrating damp




•
 
the penetrating scents of pine and eucalyptus.










2.
 
(of a voice or sound) clearly heard through or above other sounds




•
 
a single penetrating whistle.










3.
 
(of a person's eyes or expression) reflecting an apparent ability to see into the mind of the person being looked at; piercingly intense




•
 
attempting to avoid her penetrating gaze.










4.
 
having or showing clear insight




•
 
the students asked some penetrating questions.














II.
 
derivatives





penetratingly

 
/ˈpenəˌtrādiNGlē /






adverb





















penetration

 
/ˌpenəˈtrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of making a way through or into something




•
 
the plant grows in clear, still waters where there is strong sunlight penetration.










2.
 
the insertion by a man of his penis into the vagina or anus of a sexual partner.




3.
 
the successful selling of a company's or country's products in a particular market or area




•
 
Japanese import penetration.










4.
 
the extent to which a product is recognized and bought by customers in a particular market




•
 
the software has attained a high degree of market penetration.










5.
 
the perceptive understanding of complex matters




•
 
the survey shows subtlety and penetration.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
penetratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
penetrare

 ‘place within or enter.’





penetrative

 
/ˈpenəˌtrādiv/






adjective



1.
 
able to make a way into or through something




•
 
the gunpowder weapons have extra penetrative power.










2.
 
(of sexual activity) in which a man inserts his penis into the vagina or anus of a sexual partner.




3.
 
having or showing deep understanding and insight




•
 
a remarkably thorough and penetrative survey of the organization's work.



















penetrator

 
/ˈpenəˌtrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that penetrates something.




2.
 
a missile containing a hard alloy rod, designed to penetrate the armor of tanks or fortifications.













penetrometer

 
/ˌpenəˈträmidər/






noun




an instrument for determining the consistency or hardness of a substance by measuring the depth or rate of penetration of a rod or needle driven into it by a known force.













pengö

 
/ˈpeNGɡō/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Hungary from 1927 until 1946, when it was replaced by the forint.











– origin

 Hungarian, literally ‘ringing.’





penguin

 
/ˈpeNGɡwin/





I.
 
noun




a large flightless seabird of the southern hemisphere, with black upper parts and white underparts and wings developed into flippers for swimming under water.

See also Adélie penguin
 , emperor penguin
 , king penguin
 , macaroni penguin
 . [Family 
Spheniscidae

 : six genera and several species.]











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting the great auk): of unknown origin.





penicillate

 
/ˌpenəˈsilit, -ˈsilāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 having, forming, or resembling a small tuft or tufts of hair.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
penicillus

 ‘paintbrush’ + -ate
 2
 .






penicillin

 
/ˌpenəˈsilən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an antibiotic or group of antibiotics produced naturally by certain blue molds, and now usually prepared synthetically.




2.
 
a blue mold of a type that produces penicillin.

[Genus 
Penicillium

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]











– origin

 from the modern Latin genus name 
Penicillium

 (from Latin 
penicillus

 ‘paintbrush’) + -in
 1
 .





penicillinase

 
/ˌpenəˈsilənās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that can inactivate penicillin, produced by certain bacteria.













penicillium

 
/ˌpenəˈsilēəm/





I.
 
noun




a blue mold that is common on food, being added to some cheeses and used sometimes to produce penicillin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
penicillus

 ‘paintbrush’ (because of the brushlike fruiting bodies).





penile

 
/ˈpēnəl, -nīl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 of, relating to, or affecting the penis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
penilis

 , from 
penis

 ‘tail, penis.’





peninsula

 
/pəˈninsələ/





I.
 
noun




a piece of land almost surrounded by water or projecting out into a body of water.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
paeninsula

 , from 
paene

 ‘almost’ + 
insula

 ‘island.’ / 
usage:

 The spelling of the noun as 
peninsular

 instead of 
peninsula

 is a common mistake. The spelling 
peninsula

 should be used when a noun is intended (the end of the Cape Peninsula), whereas 
peninsular

 is the spelling of the adjective (the peninsular part of Malaysia).





peninsular

 
/pəˈnins(ə)lər/






adjective




denoting or relating to an area of land almost surrounded by water or projecting out into a body of water




•
 
the counties of peninsular Florida.



















penis

 
/ˈpēnis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the male genital organ of higher vertebrates, carrying the duct for the transfer of sperm during copulation. In humans and most other mammals, it consists largely of erectile tissue and serves also for the elimination of urine.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a type of male copulatory organ present in some invertebrates, such as gastropod mollusks.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘tail, penis.’





penis envy

 
/ˈpēnis ˈenvē/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 supposed envy of the male's possession of a penis, postulated by Freud to account for some aspects of female behavior (notably the castration complex) but controversial among modern theorists.













penistone

 
/ˈpenistən/





I.
 
noun




a kind of coarse woolen cloth formerly used for making clothes.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the name of a town in South Yorkshire, England, where the cloth was made.





penitence

 
/ˈpenitəns/






noun




the action of feeling or showing sorrow and regret for having done wrong; repentance




•
 
a public display of penitence.



















penitent

 
/ˈpenətnt/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing sorrow and regret for having done wrong; repentant




•
 
a penitent expression.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who repents their sins or wrongdoings and (in the Christian Church) seeks forgiveness from God.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a person who confesses their sins to a priest and submits to the penance that he imposes.








III.
 
derivatives





penitently

 
/ˈpenəd(ə)n(t)lē ˈpenətn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
paenitent-

 ‘repenting,’ from the verb 
paenitere

 .





penitential

 
/ˌpenəˈten(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or expressing penitence or penance




•
 
penitential tears.














II.
 
derivatives





penitentially






adverb




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
paenitentialis

 , from Latin 
paenitentia

 ‘repentance.’





Penitential Psalms






plural noun




seven psalms (6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143) that express penitence.













penitentiary

 
/ˌpenəˈten(t)SH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a prison for people convicted of serious crimes.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a priest charged with certain aspects of the administration of the sacrament of penance.




3.
 
an office in the papal court forming a tribunal for deciding on questions relating to penance, dispensations, and absolution.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in ecclesiastical law): from medieval Latin 
paenitentiarius

 , from Latin 
paenitentia

 ‘repentance.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





penknife

 
/ˈpenˌnīf/





I.
 
noun




a small pocketknife with a blade that folds into the handle.











– origin

 so named because originally used for making and mending quill pens.





penlight

 
/ˈpenlīt/






noun




a small flashlight shaped like a fountain pen.













penman

 
/ˈpenˌmən ˈpenˌman/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person who was skilled or professionally engaged in writing by hand, typically, as a clerk, on behalf of others.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an author.













penmanship

 
/ˈpenmənˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the art or skill of writing by hand.




2.
 
a person's handwriting.













Penn.

 
Penna.






abbreviation




Pennsylvania.













Penn, William

 
/pen/






(1644–1718), English Quaker, founder of Pennsylvania. Having been imprisoned in 1668 for his Quaker writings, he was granted a charter to land in North America by Charles II. He founded the colony of Pennsylvania as a sanctuary for Quakers and other nonconformists in 1682.









pen name

 
/pen nām/






noun




an assumed name used by a writer instead of their real name.













pennant

 
/ˈpenənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a flag denoting a sports championship or other achievement.




2.
 
a tapering flag on a ship, especially one flown at the masthead of a vessel in commission.

Also called pennon
 .




3.
 
a long triangular or swallow-tailed flag, especially as a military ensign.




4.
 


[Nautical]

 another term for pendant
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: blend of pendant
 and pennon
 .






pennate

 
/ˈpenāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a diatom) bilaterally symmetrical.

Compare with centric
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
pennatus

 ‘feathered, winged,’ from 
penna

 ‘feather.’





penne

 
/ˈpenā/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of short wide tubes.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
penna

 ‘quill.’





Penney, James Cash

 
/ˈpenē/






(1875–1971), US businessman. He invested in a small store (the Golden Rule) in Kemmerer, Wyoming, 1902 and by 1913 had developed 34 stores, the beginning of the J. C. Penney department store chain. He was the company's president 1913–17 and chairman 1917–46.









penni

 
/ˈpenē/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Finland (until the introduction of the euro), equal to one hundredth of a markka.











– origin

 Finnish.





penniless

 
/ˈpenēləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having no money; very poor.








II.
 
derivatives





pennilessness






noun





















Pennine Hills

 
/ˌpenīn ˈhilz /

 
Pennine Chain
 , the Pennines






a range of hills in northern England that extends from the Scottish border south to the county of Derbyshire.










pennon

 
/ˈpenən/





I.
 
noun




another term for pennant
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
derivatives





pennoned






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from a derivative of Latin 
penna

 ‘feather.’






Pennsylvania

 
/ˌpensəlˈvānyə/






a state in the northeastern US, with a short coastline along Lake Erie in the far northwest; pop. 12,448,279 (est. 2008); capital, Harrisburg; statehood, Dec. 12, 1787 (2). Founded in 1682 by William Penn, it became one of the original thirteen states.









Pennsylvania Avenue






a street in Washington, DC, along which the White House (at number 1600) and Capitol Hill are situated.









Pennsylvania Dutch

 
/ˌpensəlˈvānyə ˌdəCH /

 
Pennsylvania German





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dialect of High German spoken in parts of Pennsylvania.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Pennsylvania Dutch

 or 
Germans

 )
 — the German-speaking inhabitants of Pennsylvania, descendants of 17th- and 18th-century Protestant immigrants from the Rhineland.











– origin

 
Dutch

 from German 
Deutsch

 ‘German.’





Pennsylvanian

 
/ˌpensəlˈvānyən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the state of Pennsylvania.




2.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the later part of the Carboniferous period in North America, following the Mississippian and preceding the Permian, and corresponding to the Upper Carboniferous of Europe. This period lasted from about 323 to 290 million years ago.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Pennsylvania.




2.
 
(
the Pennsylvanian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Pennsylvanian period or the system of rocks deposited during it.














penny

 
/ˈpenē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a one-cent coin equal to one hundredth of a dollar.




2.
 
(abbr.: 
p

 ) (
pl.

 for separate coins pennies, for a sum of money pence )
 — a British bronze coin and monetary unit equal to one hundredth of a pound.




3.
 
(abbr.: 
d

 )
 — a former British coin and monetary unit equal to one twelfth of a shilling and one 240th of a pound.




4.
 
(
pennies

 )
 — a small sum of money




•
 
in the current economic situation any chance to save a few pennies is welcome.










5.
 
(in biblical use) a denarius.




6.
 
[with 
negative

 ] (
a penny

 )
 — used for emphasis to denote no money at all




•
 
we didn't get paid a penny.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be two (or ten) a penny








(chiefly Brit.)

 be plentiful or easily obtained and consequently of little value.









2.
 
pinch (or count or watch) (one's) pennies






be careful about how much one spends




•
 
he is pinching pennies to save for a movie




•
 
she's been watching her pennies.















3.
 
in for a penny, in for a pound






used to express someone's intention to complete an enterprise once it has been undertaken, however much time, effort, or money this entails.









4.
 
look after the pennies and the pounds will look after themselves








‹proverb›

 if you concentrate on saving small amounts of money, you'll soon amass a large amount.









5.
 
pennies from heaven






unexpected benefits, especially financial ones.









6.
 
the penny dropped








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used to indicate that someone has finally realized or understood something.









7.
 
a penny for your thoughts






used to ask someone what they are thinking about.









8.
 
a pretty penny






a considerable amount of money




•
 
old Sid charged a pretty penny for his services.















9.
 
spend a penny






see spend
 .















– origin

 Old English 
penig

 , 
penning

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
penning

 , German 
Pfennig

 , perhaps also to pawn
 2
 and (with reference to shape) pan
 1
 .





penny ante






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 poker played for very small stakes.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 petty; contemptible




•
 
a penny-ante scandal of little substance.



















penny arcade






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an indoor area with coin-operated mechanical games, photography booths, picture shows, and other amusements.













pennycress

 
/ˈpenēˌkres/






noun




a weed of the cabbage family, similar to shepherd's purse but with deeply notched, flat round pods. Native to Europe, it has become well established in North America.

[
Thlaspi arvense

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













penny dreadful

 
/ˈˌpenē ˈdredfəl/





I.
 
noun




a cheap, sensational comic or storybook.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because the original cost was one penny.






penny-farthing

 
/ˈpenē ˈfärT͟HiNG/






noun






‹historical›

 an early type of bicycle with a very large front wheel and a small rear wheel.

Also called ordinary
 .













penny loafer






noun




a casual leather shoe with a decorative slotted leather strip over the upper, in which a coin may be placed.













penny-pinching

 
/ˈpenē ˌpinCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling to spend or share money; miserly; mean.








II.
 
noun




unwillingness to spend or share money.








III.
 
derivatives





penny-pincher

 
/ˈpenē ˌpinCHər /






noun





















pennyroyal

 
/ˈpenēˌroiəl/





I.
 
noun




either of two small-leaved plants of the mint family, used in herbal medicine.

[A creeping Eurasian plant (
Mentha pulegium

 ), and 
American pennyroyal

 (
Hedeoma pulegioides

 ), family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
puliol

 (based on Latin 
pulegium

 ‘thyme’) + 
real

 ‘royal.’





penny stock






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a common stock valued at less than one dollar, and therefore highly speculative.













pennyweight

 
/ˈpenēˌwāt/






noun




a unit of weight, 24 grains or one twentieth of an ounce troy.













penny whistle

 
/ˈpenē ˌ(h)wisəl/






noun




another term for tin whistle
 .













penny wise





I.
 
adjective




extremely careful about the way one spends even small amounts of money.








II.
 
phrases





penny wise and pound foolish






careful and economical in small matters while being wasteful or extravagant in large ones.

















pennywort

 
/ˈpenēwərt/






noun




any of a number of plants with rounded leaves, in particular

[● a creeping perennial of the genus 
Hydrocotyle

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : numerous species, including the North American 
water pennywort

 (
H. americana

 ).]













pennyworth

 
/ˈpenēˌwərTH/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an amount of something that may be bought for a penny




•
 


a pennyworth of

 chips.










2.
 
(
one's pennyworth

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a person's contribution to a discussion, especially one that is unwelcome.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 value for one's money; a good bargain.













Penobscot

 
/pəˈnäbskət, -ˌskät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Penobscot River valley in Maine.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Penobscot, a dialect of Eastern Abnaki.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Penobscot or their language.











– origin

 from an Eastern Abnaki place name 
panáwahpskek

 ‘where the rocks open out.’





Penobscot River






a river that flows for 350 miles (560 km) through central Maine into Penobscot Bay on the Atlantic Ocean.









penology

 
/pēˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of the punishment of crime and of prison management.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
penological

 
/ˌpēnəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
penologist

 
/pēˈnäləjəst pəˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
poena

 ‘penalty’ + -logy
 .





pen pal

 
/ˈpen ˌpal/






noun




a person with whom one becomes friendly by exchanging letters, especially someone in a foreign country whom one has never met.













pen-pusher

 
/pen ˈpo͝oSHər/






noun




another term for pencil pusher
 .













Pensacola

 
/ˌpensəˈkōlə/






an industrial and port city in northwestern Florida, in the Panhandle, near the Alabama border, site of a naval installation; pop. 53,820 (est. 2008).









pensée

 
/ˌpänˈsā/





I.
 
noun




a thought or reflection put into literary form; an aphorism.











– origin

 French.





pen shell






noun




a large, wedge-shaped, bivalve mollusk of warm seas that burrows into the seabed where it attaches itself by strong byssus threads.

[Family 
Pinnidae

 : 
Pinna

 and other genera.]













pensile

 
/ˈpensəl/





I.
 
adjective




hanging down; pendulous




•
 
pensile nests.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pensilis

 , from the verb 
pendere

 ‘hang.’





pension1


 
/ˈpenSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a regular payment made during a person's retirement from an investment fund to which that person or their employer has contributed during their working life.




2.
 
a regular payment made by the government to people of or above the official retirement age and to some widows and disabled people.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a regular payment made to a royal favorite or to an artist or scholar to enable them to carry on work that is of public interest or value.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
pension someone off

 )


1.
 
dismiss someone from employment, typically because of age or ill health, and pay them a pension




•
 
he was pensioned off from the army at the end of the war.














III.
 
derivatives





pensionless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘payment, tax, regular sum paid to retain allegiance’): from Old French, from Latin 
pensio(n-)

 ‘payment,’ from 
pendere

 ‘to pay.’ The current verb sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





pension2


 
/ˌpänsēˈän/





I.
 
noun




a boarding house in France and other European countries, providing full or partial board at a fixed rate.











– origin

 French.





pensionable

 
/ˈpenSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




entitling to or qualifying for a pension




•
 
single and widowed women over 
pensionable age

 .














II.
 
derivatives





pensionability

 
/ˌpenSHənəˈbilitē /






noun





















pensionary

 
/ˈpenSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning a pension.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a pensioner.




2.
 
a creature; a hireling.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
pensionarius

 ‘receiver or payer of a pension.’





pensione

 
/ˌpänsēˈōnā/





I.
 
noun




a small hotel or boarding house in Italy.











– origin

 Italian.





pensioner

 
/ˈpenSH(ə)nər/






noun




a person who receives a pension.













pension fund

 
/ˈpenSHən pänˈsyôn fənd/






noun




a fund from which pensions are paid, accumulated from contributions from employers, employees, or both.













pensive

 
/ˈpensiv/





I.
 
adjective




engaged in, involving, or reflecting deep or serious thought




•
 
a pensive mood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pensively

 
/ˈpensivlē /






adverb













2.
 
pensiveness

 
/ˈpensivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pensif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
penser

 ‘think,’ from Latin 
pensare

 ‘ponder,’ frequentative of 
pendere

 ‘weigh.’





penstemon

 
/penˈstēmən, ˈpenstəmən /

 
pentstemon





I.
 
noun




another term for beardtongue
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, formed irregularly from penta-
 ‘five’ + Greek 
stēmōn

 ‘warp,’ used to mean ‘stamen.’





penstock

 
/ˈpenstäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sluice or floodgate for regulating the flow of a body of water.




2.
 
a channel for conveying water to a waterwheel or turbine.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from pen
 2
 (in the sense ‘milldam’) + stock
 .





pent

 
/pent/






adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 another term for pent-up
 :




•
 
with pent breath she waited out the meeting.




















penta-





I.
 
combining form




five; having five




•
 
pentagram




•
 
pentadactyl.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pente

 ‘five.’





pentachlorophenol

 
/ˌpen(t)əˌklôrəˈfēnäl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, crystalline, synthetic compound used in insecticides, fungicides, weed killers, and wood preservatives.

[Chem. formula: C6
 Cl5
 OH.]













pentachord

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌkôrd/






noun



1.
 
a musical instrument with five strings.




2.
 
a series of five musical notes.














pentacle

 
/ˈpen(t)ək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a talisman or magical object, typically disk-shaped and inscribed with a pentagram or other figure, and used as a symbol of the element of earth.




2.
 
another term for pentagram
 .




3.
 
(
pentacles

 )
 — one of the suits in some tarot packs, corresponding to coins in others.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
pentaculum

 , apparently based on Greek 
penta-

 ‘five.’





pentad

 
/ˈpenˌtad/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a group or set of five.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
pentas

 , 
pentad-

 , from 
pente

 ‘five.’





pentadactyl

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈdaktl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a vertebrate limb) having five toes or fingers, or derived from such a form, as characteristic of all tetrapods.








II.
 
derivatives





pentadactyly






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from penta-
 ‘five’ + Greek 
daktulos

 ‘finger.’





pentagastrin

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈɡastrən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a synthetic peptide that has the same action as the hormone gastrin. It is used to promote gastric secretions prior to sampling them for tests.













pentagon

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌɡän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plane figure with five straight sides and five angles.




2.
 
(
the Pentagon

 )
 — the pentagonal building serving as the headquarters of the US Department of Defense, near Washington, DC.




3.
 
the US Department of Defense




•
 
the Pentagon said 19 of its soldiers had been killed.














II.
 
derivatives





pentagonal

 
/penˈtaɡ(ə)nl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
pentagōnon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
pentagōnos

 ‘five-angled.’





Pentagonese

 
/ˌpentəɡänˈēz/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the euphemistic or cryptic language supposedly used among high-ranking US military personnel.











– origin

 1950s: from pentagon
 (
sense

 2) + -ese
 .






pentagram

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a five-pointed star that is formed by drawing a continuous line in five straight segments, often used as a mystic and magical symbol.

Compare with pentacle
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pentagrammon

 (see penta-
 , -gram
 1
 ).





pentahedron

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure with five plane faces.








II.
 
derivatives





pentahedral

 
/-drəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from penta-
 ‘five’ + -hedron
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polyhedron

 .





pentamer

 
/ˈpen(t)əmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer comprising five monomer units.








II.
 
derivatives





pentameric

 
/ˌpentəˈmerik /






adjective






















pentameral

 
/penˈtamərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of symmetry) fivefold, as typical of many echinoderms.

Compare with pentamerous
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pentamerally






adverb













2.
 
pentamery

 
/-ˈtamərē /






noun






















pentamerous

 
/penˈtamərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of five.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of five joints or parts.

Compare with pentameral
 .













pentameter

 
/penˈtamədər/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse consisting of five metrical feet, or (in Greek and Latin verse) of two halves each of two feet and a long syllable.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
pentametros

 (see penta-
 , -meter
 ).





pentamidine

 
/penˈtaməˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic antibiotic drug used chiefly in the treatment of pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP) infection.











– origin

 1940s: from pentane
 + amide
 + -ine
 4
 .






pentane

 
/ˈpentān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile liquid hydrocarbon of the alkane series, present in petroleum-based solvents.

[Chem. formula: C5
 H12
 ; three isomers, esp. the straight-chain isomer (
n

 -pentane).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
pente

 ‘five’ (denoting five carbon atoms) + a shortened form of alkane
 .





pentangle

 
/ˈpenˌtaNGɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




another term for pentagram
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from medieval Latin 
pentaculum

 ‘pentacle’ (
-aculum

 assimilated to Latin 
angulus

 ‘an angle’).






pentanoic acid

 
/ˌpen(t)əˌnōik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid fatty acid present in various plant oils, used in making perfumes.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )3
 COOH.]











– origin

 1920s: 
pentanoic

 from pentane
 .





pentaploid

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌploid /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) containing five homologous sets of chromosomes.




2.
 
(of an organism or species) composed of pentaploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a pentaploid organism, variety, or species.













pentaprism

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌprizəm/






noun




a five-sided prism with two silvered surfaces giving a constant deviation of all rays of light through 90°, used chiefly in the viewfinders of single-lens reflex cameras.













pentaquark

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌkwärk/






noun






[Physics]

 a baryon consisting of four quarks and an antiquark.













Pentateuch

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌt(y)o͞ok/





I.
 
the first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). Traditionally ascribed to Moses, it is now held by scholars to be a compilation from texts of the 9th to 5th centuries 
BC

 .

Jewish name Torah
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Pentateuchal

 
/-ˌt(y)o͞okəl /






adjective



















– origin

 via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
pentateukhos

 , from 
penta-

 ‘five’ + 
teukhos

 ‘implement, book.’





pentathlon

 
/penˈtaTHlən penˈtaTH(ə)ˌlän/





I.
 
noun




an athletic event comprising five different events for each competitor, in particular (also 
modern pentathlon

 ) a men's event involving fencing, shooting, swimming, riding, and cross-country running.








II.
 
derivatives





pentathlete

 
/penˈtaTHˌlēt /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the original five events of leaping, running, discus-throwing, spear-throwing, and wrestling): from Greek, from 
pente

 ‘five’ + 
athlon

 ‘contest.’





pentathol

 
/ˈpen(t)əTHôl/






noun




variant spelling of Pentothal
 , regarded as a misspelling in technical use.













pentatonic

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective






[Music]

 relating to, based on, or denoting a scale of five notes, especially one without semitones equivalent to an ordinary major scale with the fourth and seventh omitted.








II.
 
derivatives





pentatonicism

 
/-ˈtänəsizəm /






noun






















pentavalent

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of five.













pentazocine

 
/penˈtazəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that is a potent, nonaddictive analgesic, often given during childbirth.

[A tricyclic compound; chem. formula: C19
 H27
 NO.]











– origin

 1960s: from pentane
 + azo-
 + octa-
 + -ine
 4
 .






Pentecost

 
/ˈpen(t)əˌkôst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Christian festival celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his Ascension, held on the seventh Sunday after Easter.




2.
 
the day on which Pentecost is held.

Also called Whitsunday
 .




3.
 
the Jewish festival of Shavuoth.











– origin

 Old English 
pentecosten

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
pentēkostē (hēmera)

 ‘fiftieth (day)’ (because the Jewish festival is held on the fiftieth day after the second day of Passover).





Pentecostal

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈkôstl ˌpen(t)əˈkästl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Pentecost.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting any of a number of Christian movements and individuals emphasizing baptism in the Holy Spirit, evidenced by speaking in tongues, prophecy, healing, and exorcism.

[with reference to the baptism in the Holy Spirit at the first Pentecost (Acts 2: 9-11).]








II.
 
noun




a member of a Pentecostal movement.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Pentecostalism

 
/ˈˌpen(t)əˈkôstlˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
Pentecostalist

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈkôstləst /






adjective, noun






















penthouse

 
/ˈpentˌhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apartment on the top floor of a tall building, typically luxuriously fitted and offering fine views.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an outhouse or shelter built onto the side of a building, having a sloping roof.











– origin

 Middle English 
pentis

 (
sense

 2), shortening of Old French 
apentis

 , based on late Latin 
appendicium

 ‘appendage,’ from Latin 
appendere

 ‘hang on.’ The change of form in the 16th cent. was by association with French 
pente

 ‘slope’ and house
 .





pentimento

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




a visible trace of earlier painting beneath a layer or layers of paint on a canvas.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘repentance.’





Pentland Firth

 
/ˌpen(t)lənd ˈfərTH/






a channel that separates the Orkney Islands from the northern tip of mainland Scotland. It links the North Sea with the Atlantic Ocean.









pentlandite

 
/ˈpen(t)lənˌdīt/





I.
 
noun




a bronze-yellow mineral that consists of a sulfide of iron and nickel and is the principal ore of nickel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Joseph B. 
Pentland

 (1797–1873), Irish traveler, + -ite
 1
 .






pentobarbital

 
/ˌpentəˈbärbiˌtäl, -ˌtôl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a narcotic and sedative barbiturate drug formerly used to relieve insomnia.

[Alternative name: 
5-ethyl-5-(1-methylbutyl)-barbituric acid

 ; often used as the sodium salt (
sodium pentobarbitone

 , Nembutal).]











– origin

 1930s: from pentane
 + barbital
 (or barbitone
 ).





pentobarbitone

 
/ˌpen(t)əˈbärbəˌtōn/






noun




British term for pentobarbital
 .













pentode

 
/ˈpen(t)ōd/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a thermionic tube having five electrodes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
pente

 ‘five’ + 
hodos

 ‘way.’





pentose

 
/ˈpen(t)ōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the class of simple sugars whose molecules contain five carbon atoms, such as ribose and xylose. They generally have the chemical formula C5
 H10
 O5
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from penta-
 ‘five’ + -ose
 2
 .






Pentothal

 
/ˈpentəTHôl/






noun




trademark for thiopental
 .













pentoxide

 
/penˈtäksīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing five atoms of oxygen in its molecule or empirical formula.













pent roof





I.
 
noun




a roof consisting of a single sloping surface.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from penthouse
 + roof
 .






pent-up

 
/pentˈəp/





I.
 
adjective




closely confined or held back




•
 
pent-up frustrations.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: 
pent

 , obsolete past participle of pen
 2
 
(

 verb).





pentyl

 
/ˈpen(t)əl/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting an alkyl radical —C5
 H11
 .

Compare with amyl
 .











– origin

 from pentane
 + alkyl
 .





penult

 
/ˈpēˌnəlt, peˈnəlt/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the penultimate syllable of a word.








II.
 
adjective




archaic term for penultimate
 .














penultimate

 
/pəˈnəltəmət/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
last but one in a series of things; second to the last




•
 
the penultimate chapter of the book.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
paenultimus

 , from 
paene

 ‘almost’ + 
ultimus

 ‘last,’ on the pattern of 
ultimate

 .






penumbra

 
/pəˈnəmbrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the partially shaded outer region of the shadow cast by an opaque object.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the shadow cast by the earth or moon over an area experiencing a partial eclipse.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 the less dark outer part of a sunspot, surrounding the dark core.








II.
 
derivatives





penumbral

 
/pəˈnəmbrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
paene

 ‘almost’ + 
umbra

 ‘shadow.’





penurious

 
/pəˈn(y)o͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 extremely poor; poverty-stricken




•
 
a penurious old tramp.










2.
 


‹formal›

 characterized by poverty or need




•
 
penurious years.










3.
 


‹formal›

 parsimonious; mean




•
 
he was generous and hospitable in contrast to his stingy and penurious wife.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
penuriously

 
/pəˈn(y)o͝orēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
penuriousness

 
/pəˈn(y)o͝orēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
penuriosus

 , from Latin 
penuria

 ‘need, scarcity’ (see penury
 ).






penury

 
/ˈpenyərē/





I.
 
noun




extreme poverty; destitution




•
 
he died in a state of virtual penury.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
penuria

 ‘need, scarcity’; perhaps related to 
paene

 ‘almost.’





Penutian

 
/pəˈno͞oSHən, -ˈno͞otēən/





I.
 
noun




a proposed phylum of American Indian languages including Chinook, Klamath, and Nez Percé, most of which are now extinct or nearly so. Some scholars include certain living languages of Central and South America, principally Mayan and Mapuche, in this group.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Penutian languages or any of the peoples speaking them.











– origin

 from 
pen

 and 
uti

 , words for ‘two’ in two groups of Penutian languages + -an
 .





Penza

 
/ˈpenzə, ˈpyen-/






a city in south central Russia; pop. 507,800 (est. 2008). Located on the Sura River, a tributary of the Volga River, it is an industrial and transportation center.










peon

 
/ˈpēˌän ˈpēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Spanish-American day laborer or unskilled farm worker.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a debtor held in servitude by a creditor, especially in the southern US and Mexico.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who does menial work; a drudge




•
 
racing drivers aren't exactly normal nine-to-five peons.










4.
 
(in South and Southeast Asia) someone of low rank.




5.
 
an attendant or messenger.








II.
 
derivatives





peonage

 
/ˈpēənij /






noun



















– origin

 from Portuguese 
peão

 and Spanish 
peón

 , from medieval Latin 
pedo

 , 
pedon-

 ‘walker, foot soldier,’ from Latin 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’ Compare with pawn
 1
 .





peony

 
/ˈpēənē/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous or shrubby plant of north temperate regions, which has long been cultivated for its showy flowers.

[Genus 
Paeonia

 , family 
Paeoniaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
peonie

 , via Latin from Greek 
paiōnia

 , from 
Paiōn

 , the name of the physician of the gods.






people

 
/ˈpēpəl/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
human beings in general or considered collectively




•
 
the earthquake killed 30,000 people.










2.
 
(
the people

 )
 — the citizens of a country, especially when considered in relation to those who govern them




•
 
his economic reforms no longer have the support of the people.










3.
 
(
the people

 )
 — those without special rank or position in society; the populace




•
 
he is very much a man of the people.










4.
 
(
one's people

 )
 — a person's parents or relatives




•
 
my people live in West Virginia.










5.
 
(
one's people

 )
 — the supporters or employees of a person in a position of power or authority




•
 
I've had my people watching the house for some time now.










6.
 
(
the People

 )
 — 

(US)

 the state prosecution in a trial




•
 
pretrial statements made by the People's witnesses.










7.
 
(
pl.

 peoples) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the men, women, and children of a particular nation, community, or ethnic group




•
 
the native peoples of Canada.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be peopled

 )


1.
 
(of a particular group of people) inhabit (an area or place)




•
 
an arid mountain region peopled by warring clans.










2.
 
fill or be present in (a place, environment, or domain)




•
 
the street is peopled with ragamuffin hippies.










3.
 
fill (an area or place) with a particular group of inhabitants




•
 
it was his intention to people the town with English colonists.














III.
 
derivatives





peoplehood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun





people
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
poeple

 , from Latin 
populus

 ‘populace.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at person
 .





people-eater






noun






‹humorous›

 a person or animal that eats human flesh




•
 
nurse sharks do look fairly formidable, but they are not people-eaters.



















people meter






noun




an electronic device used to record the television viewing habits of a household so that the information obtained can be used to compile ratings.













people mover

 
/ˈpēpəl ˈmo͞ovər/






noun






‹informal›

 a means of transportation, in particular any of a number of automated systems for carrying large numbers of people over short distances.













people person






noun






‹informal›

 a person who enjoys or is particularly good at interacting with others.













people power






noun




political pressure exercised through the public demonstration of popular opinion




•
 
people power has forced the government into a complete surrender.



















people's court






noun






‹informal›

 a small-claims court.













People's Liberation Army

 
PLA






the armed forces of the People's Republic of China, including all its land, sea, and air forces. The PLA traces its origins to an unsuccessful uprising by Communist-led troops against pro-Nationalist forces in Jiangxi (Kiangsi) province on August 1, 1927, a date celebrated annually as its anniversary.









People's Party






another name for the Populist Party.









People's Republic






noun



1.
 
used in the official title of several present or former communist or left-wing states.




2.
 
(
the People's Republic

 )
 — short for People's Republic of China
 .














People's Republic of China






official name (since 1949) of China
 .









people-watch





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend time idly observing people in a public place




•
 
the courtyard is a great place to sit and people-watch.














II.
 
derivatives





people-watcher






noun





















people watching






noun




the action or practice of spending time idly observing people in a public place




•
 
each seat has a view of the park across the street and is perfect for people watching.



















Peoria

 
/pēˈôrēə/





I.
 
a river port and industrial city in central Illinois, on the Illinois River; pop. 114,114 (est. 2008). It developed around a fort built by the French in 1680.




II.
 
a city in southwest central Arizona, a northwestern suburb of Phoenix; pop. 157,960 (est. 2008).







– origin

 named after the American Indians who occupied the area (in sense 1) when the French arrived.





pep

 
/pep /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




energy and high spirits; liveliness




•
 
he was an enthusiastic player, full of pep and fight.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
pep someone/something up

 )


1.
 
add liveliness or vigor to someone or something




•
 
measures to pep up the economy.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of pepper
 .





PEP

 
/pep /

 

‹Brit.›







abbreviation



1.
 
personal equity plan.




2.
 
Political and Economic Planning.













peperomia

 
/ˌpepəˈrōmēə/





I.
 
noun




a small, fleshy-leaved, tropical plant of the pepper family. Many are grown as houseplants, chiefly for their decorative foliage.

[Genus 
Peperomia

 , family 
Piperaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
peperi

 .





Pepin III

 
/ˌpepin THə ˈTHərd/






(
c.

 714–768) king of the Franks 751–768; called 
Pepin the Short;

 father of Charlemagne. He founded the Carolingian dynasty in 751.









pepino

 
/peˈpēnō/





I.
 
noun




a spiny plant of the nightshade family, with edible, purple-streaked yellow fruit, native to the Andes.

[
Solanum muricatum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘cucumber’ (because of the elongated shape of the fruit).





pepita

 
/peˈpēdə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a pumpkin seed




•
 
pepitas bring a nice crunch to this otherwise smooth, creamy soup.

















– origin

 Spanish.





peplos

 
/ˈpepləs ˌpepˈläs /

 
peplus





I.
 
noun




a rich outer robe or shawl worn by women in ancient Greece, hanging in loose folds and sometimes drawn over the head.











– origin

 Greek.





peplum

 
/ˈpepləm/






noun



1.
 
a short flared, gathered, or pleated strip of fabric attached at the waist of a woman's jacket, dress, or blouse to create a hanging frill or flounce.




2.
 
(in ancient Greece) a woman's loose outer tunic or shawl.

[via Latin from Greek 
peplos

 .]














pepo

 
/ˈpēpō/





I.
 
noun




any fleshy, watery fruit of the melon or cucumber type, with numerous seeds and a firm rind.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘pumpkin,’ from Greek 
pepōn

 (from 
pepōn sikuos

 ‘ripe gourd’).






pepper

 
/ˈpepər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pungent, hot-tasting powder prepared from dried and ground peppercorns, commonly used as a spice or condiment to flavor food.




2.
 
a reddish and typically hot-tasting spice prepared from various forms of capsicum.

See also cayenne
 .




3.
 
a capsicum, especially a sweet pepper.




4.
 
a climbing vine with berries that are dried as black or white peppercorns.

[
Piper nigrum

 , family 
Piperaceae

 .]




5.
 
used in names of other plants that are related to this, have hot-tasting leaves, or have fruits used as a pungent spice, e.g., 
water pepper

 .




6.
 


[Baseball]

 a practice game in which fielders throw at close range to a batter who hits back to the fielders.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sprinkle or season (food) with pepper


(as 
adj.

 
peppered

 )


•
 
peppered beef.










2.
 
(usu. 
be peppered with

 )
 — cover or fill with a liberal amount of scattered items




•
 
the script is peppered with four-letter words.










3.
 
hit repeatedly with small missiles or gunshot




•
 
another burst of enemy bullets peppered his defenseless body




•
 


‹figurative›

 he peppered me with questions.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 inflict severe punishment or suffering upon.











– origin

 Old English 
piper

 , 
pipor

 ; related to Dutch 
peper

 and German 
Pfeffer

 ; via Latin from Greek 
peperi

 , from Sanskrit 
pippalī

 ‘berry, peppercorn.’





pepper-and-salt

 
/ˈpepər ən(d) ˈsôlt/






adjective




another way of saying salt-and-pepper
 .













pepperbox

 
/ˈpepərˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a gun or piece of artillery with a revolving set of barrels.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a pepper shaker.













peppercorn

 
/ˈpepərˌkôrn/






noun




the dried berry of a climbing vine, used whole as a spice or crushed or ground to make pepper.

See pepper
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).














peppergrass

 
/ˈpepərˌɡras/






noun






(US)

 a wild cress, particularly one with pungent leaves.

[Genus 
Lepidium

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]














pepperidge

 
/ˈpepərij/





I.
 
noun




another term for sourgum
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of dialect 
pipperidge

 , denoting the barberry and its fruit, of unknown origin.





pepper mill

 
/ˈpepər ˌmil/






noun




a device for grinding peppercorns by hand to make pepper.













peppermint

 
/ˈpepərˌmint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the aromatic leaves of a plant of the mint family, or an essential oil obtained from them, used as a flavoring in food.




2.
 
a candy flavored with peppermint oil.




3.
 
the cultivated Old World plant that yields peppermint leaves or oil.

[
Mentha piperita

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




4.
 


(Austral.)

 any of a number of trees or shrubs with peppermint-scented foliage, in particular

[● a gum tree with leaves that yield an aromatic essential oil (genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 ). ● a myrtle grown as an ornamental tree or shrub (genus 
Agonis

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





pepperminty






adjective





















pepperoni

 
/ˌpepəˈrōnē /

 
peperoni





I.
 
noun




beef and pork sausage seasoned with pepper.











– origin

 from Italian 
peperone

 ‘cayenne pepper plant.’





pepper pot

 
/ˈpepər pät/






noun



1.
 
British term for pepper shaker
 .




2.
 
a West Indian dish consisting of stewed meat or fish with vegetables, typically flavored with cassareep.














pepper shaker

 

‹N. Amer.›







noun




a container with a perforated top for sprinkling pepper.













peppershrike

 
/ˈpepərˌSHrīk/






noun




a tropical American songbird with mainly green and yellow plumage and a heavy bill like that of a shrike.

[Genus 
Cyclarhis

 , family 
Cyclarhidae

 (or merged with the vireo family, 
Vireonidae

 ): two species, including the 
rufous-browed peppershrike

 (
C. gujanensis

 ) of Mexico.]













pepper spray






noun




an aerosol spray containing oils derived from cayenne pepper, irritating to the eyes and respiratory passages and used as a disabling weapon.













pepper tree






noun




any of a number of shrubs or trees that have aromatic leaves or fruit with a pepperlike smell, in particular

[● an evergreen Peruvian tree of the cashew family, widely grown as a shade tree in hot countries (
Schinus molle

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 ).]














pepper vine






noun




a bushy vine of the grape family, originally cultivated but now established in much of the southeastern US. It bears blackish fruits sought after by wildlife.

[
Ampelopsis arborea

 , family 
Vitaceae

 .]













pepperwort

 
/ˈpepərˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




another term for peppergrass
 .













peppery

 
/ˈpepərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strongly flavored with pepper or other hot spices




•
 
a hot, peppery dish.










2.
 
having a flavor or scent like that of pepper.




3.
 
(of a person) irritable and sharp-tongued




•
 
retired generals are expected to be peppery.














II.
 
derivatives





pepperiness

 
/ˈpep(ə)rēnəs /






noun





















pep pill

 
/ˈpep ˌpil/






noun






‹informal›

 a pill containing a stimulant drug.













peppy

 
/ˈpepē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 lively and high-spirited




•
 
stickers bearing peppy slogans.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peppily

 
/ˈpepəlē /






adverb













2.
 
peppiness

 
/-ēnis /






noun





















pep rally

 
/ˈpep ˌralē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a meeting aimed at inspiring enthusiasm, especially one held before a sporting event.













pepsin

 
/ˈpepsən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the chief digestive enzyme in the stomach, which breaks down proteins into polypeptides.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pepsis

 ‘digestion’ + -in
 1
 .





pepsinogen

 
/pepˈsinəjen/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that is secreted by the stomach wall and converted into the enzyme pepsin by gastric acid.













pep talk

 
/ˈpep ˌtôk/






noun






‹informal›

 a talk intended to make someone feel more courageous or enthusiastic.













peptic

 
/ˈpeptik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to digestion, especially that in which pepsin is concerned.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
peptikos

 ‘able to digest.’





peptic gland






noun






[Anatomy]

 a gland that secretes the gastric juice containing pepsin.













peptic ulcer






noun




a lesion in the lining (mucosa) of the digestive tract, typically in the stomach or duodenum, caused by the digestive action of pepsin and stomach acid.













peptidase

 
/ˈpeptəˌdās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that breaks down peptides into amino acids.













peptide

 
/ˈpeptīd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of two or more amino acids linked in a chain, the carboxyl group of each acid being joined to the amino group of the next by a bond of the type OCNH.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Peptid

 , back-formation from 
Polypeptid

 ‘polypeptide.’





peptidoglycan

 
/ˌpeptədōˈɡlīkən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance forming the cell walls of many bacteria, consisting of glycosaminoglycan chains interlinked with short peptides.














peptone

 
/ˈpeptōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a soluble protein formed in the early stage of protein breakdown during digestion.




2.
 
(also 
peptone water

 )
 — 

[Biochemistry]

 a solution of peptone in saline, used as a liquid medium for growing bacteria.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Pepton

 , from Greek 
pepton

 , neuter of 
peptos

 ‘cooked, digested.’





Pepys, Samuel

 
/pēps/






(1633–1703), English diarist and naval administrator. He is particularly remembered for his 
Diary

 (1660–69), which describes events such as the Great Plague and the Fire of London.









Péquiste

 
/pāˈkēst/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a member or supporter of the Parti Québecois, a political party originally advocating independent rule for Quebec.











– origin

 from the French pronunciation of the abbreviation 
PQ

 + the noun suffix 
-iste

 .





Pequot

 
/ˈpēkwät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southern New England.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Pequot, closely related to Mohegan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Pequot or their language.











– origin

 from Narragansett 
pequttóog

 , perhaps ‘people of the shoals.’






per

 
/pər/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
for each (used with units to express a rate)




•
 
a gas station that charges $1.29 per gallon.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 by means of




•
 
send it per express.










3.
 
(
as per

 )
 — in accordance with




•
 
made as per instructions.










4.
 


[Heraldry]

 divided by a line in the direction of




•
 
per bend




•
 
per pale




•
 
per saltire.














II.
 
phrases





as per usual






as usual.















– origin

 Latin, ‘through, by means of’; partly via Old French.





per.






abbreviation



1.
 
percentile.




2.
 
period.




3.
 
person.














per-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
through; all over




•
 
percuss




•
 
perforation




•
 
pervade.










2.
 
completely; very




•
 
perfect




•
 
perturb.










3.
 
to destruction; to ill effect




•
 
perdition




•
 
pervert.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 having the maximum proportion of some element in combination




•
 
peroxide




•
 
perchloric




•
 
permanganate.

















– origin

 from Latin (see per
 ).





peradventure

 
/ˌpərədˈvenCHər ˌperədˈvenCHər /

 

‹archaic humorous›






I.
 
adverb




perhaps




•
 
peradventure I'm not as wealthy as he is.














II.
 
noun




uncertainty or doubt as to whether something is the case




•
 
that shows 
beyond peradventure

 the strength of the economy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
per

 (or 
par) auenture

 ‘by chance.’






perambulate

 
/pəˈrambyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 walk or travel through or around a place or area, especially for pleasure and in a leisurely way




•
 
he grew weary of perambulating over rough countryside in bad weather




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she perambulated the square.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 
(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 walk around (a parish, forest, etc.) in order to officially assert and record its boundaries.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perambulation

 
/pəˌrambyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
perambulatory

 
/pəˈrambyələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
perambulat-

 ‘walked around,’ from the verb 
perambulare

 , from 
per-

 ‘all over’ + 
ambulare

 ‘to walk.’






perambulator

 
/pəˈrambyəˌlādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine, similar to an odometer, for measuring distances by means of a large wheel pushed along the ground by a long handle, with a mechanism for recording the revolutions.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a baby carriage; pram.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: see perambulate
 .





per annum

 
/pər ˈanəm/





I.
 
adverb




for each year (used in financial contexts)




•
 
an average growth rate of around 2 percent per annum.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: Latin.





p/e ratio






abbreviation




price-earnings ratio.













perborate

 
/pərˈbôrˌāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt that is an oxidized borate containing a peroxide linkage, especially a sodium salt of this kind used as a bleach.













percale

 
/pərˈkā(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a closely woven fine cotton or polyester fabric used especially for sheets.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





per capita

 
/pər ˈkapədə/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




for each person; in relation to people taken individually


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the state had fewer banks per capita than elsewhere




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
per capita spending.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, literally ‘by heads.’






perceive

 
/pərˈsēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become aware or conscious of (something); come to realize or understand




•
 
his mouth fell open as he perceived the truth




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he was quick to perceive that there was little future in such arguments.










2.
 
become aware of (something) by the use of one of the senses, especially that of sight




•
 
he perceived the faintest of flushes creeping up her neck.










3.
 
interpret or look on (someone or something) in a particular way; regard as




•
 
if Guy does not 
perceive

 himself 
as

 disabled, nobody else should




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
some geographers perceive hydrology to be a separate field of scientific inquiry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perceivable

 
/pərˈsēvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
perceiver






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from a variant of Old French 
perçoivre

 , from Latin 
percipere

 ‘seize, understand,’ from 
per-

 ‘entirely’ +
capere

 ‘take.’





percent

 
/pərˈsent /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 per cent





I.
 
adverb




by a specified amount in or for every hundred




•
 
new car sales may be down nineteen percent




•
 
staff rejected a 1.8 percent increase.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
one part in every hundred




•
 
a reduction of half a percent or so in price.










2.
 
the rate, number, or amount in each hundred; percentage




•
 
the percent of drug users who are infected.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from per
 + cent
 , perhaps an abbreviation of pseudo-Latin 
per centum

 . / 
usage:

 Both spellings, 
percent

 and 
per cent

 , are acceptable, but consistency should be maintained. 
Percent

 is more common in US usage; 
per cent

 is more common in British usage.





percentage

 
/pərˈsen(t)ij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rate, number, or amount in each hundred




•
 
the percentage of cesareans at the hospital was three percent higher than the national average




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a large percentage increase in the population over 85.










2.
 
an amount, such as an allowance or commission, that is a proportion of a larger sum of money




•
 
I hope to be on a percentage.










3.
 
any proportion or share in relation to a whole




•
 
only a small percentage of black Americans have Caribbean roots.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 personal benefit or advantage




•
 
you explain to me 
the percentage in

 looking like a hoodlum.














II.
 
phrases





play the percentages (or the percentage game)








‹informal›

 choose a safe and methodical course of action when calculating the odds in favor of success.

[referring to the calculated percentage of success from statistics.]

















percentage point






noun




a unit of one percent




•
 
interest rates rose by 1.75 percentage points.



















-percenter






combining form



1.
 
denoting a member of a group forming a specified and usually small percentage of the population




•
 
he was a one-percenter, riding outside of the law.










2.
 
denoting a person who takes commission at a specified rate




•
 
ten-percenters.



















percentile

 
/pərˈsenˌtīl/






noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 each of the 100 equal groups into which a population can be divided according to the distribution of values of a particular variable.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 each of the 99 intermediate values of a random variable that divide a frequency distribution into 100 groups




•
 
the tenth percentile for weight.



















percept

 
/ˈpərsept/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 an object of perception; something that is perceived.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a mental concept that is developed as a consequence of the process of perception.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
perceptum

 ‘something perceived,’ neuter past participle of 
percipere

 ‘seize, understand,’ on the pattern of 
concept

 .





perceptible

 
/pərˈseptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a slight movement or change of state) able to be seen or noticed




•
 
a perceptible decline in public confidence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perceptibility

 
/pərˌseptəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
perceptibly

 
/pərˈseptəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
perceptibilis

 , from Latin 
percipere

 ‘seize, understand’ (see perceive
 ).





perception

 
/pərˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to see, hear, or become aware of something through the senses




•
 
the normal limits to human perception.










2.
 
the state of being or process of becoming aware of something through the senses




•
 
the perception of pain.










3.
 
a way of regarding, understanding, or interpreting something; a mental impression




•
 
Hollywood's perception of the tastes of the American public




•
 
we need to challenge many popular perceptions of old age.










4.
 
intuitive understanding and insight




•
 
“He wouldn't have accepted,” said my mother with unusual perception.










5.
 


[Psychology]

 
[Zoology]

 the neurophysiological processes, including memory, by which an organism becomes aware of and interprets external stimuli.








II.
 
derivatives





perceptional

 
/-SHənl, -SHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
perceptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
percipere

 ‘seize, understand’ (see perceive
 ).





perceptive

 
/pərˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing sensitive insight




•
 
an extraordinarily perceptive account of their relationship.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perceptively

 
/pərˈseptivlē /






adverb













2.
 
perceptiveness

 
/pərˈseptivnəs /






noun













3.
 
perceptivity

 
/ˌpərsepˈtivitē /






noun





















perceptron

 
/pərˈsepträn/






noun




a computer model or computerized machine devised to represent or simulate the ability of the brain to recognize and discriminate.













perceptual

 
/pərˈsep(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ability to interpret or become aware of something through the senses




•
 
a patient with perceptual problems who cannot judge distances.














II.
 
derivatives





perceptually






adverb






















Perceval

 
/ˈpərsəvəl/






a legendary figure dating back to ancient times, found in French, German, and English poetry from the late 12th century onward. He is the father of Lohengrin and the hero of a number of legends, some of which are associated with the Holy Grail.

Also called Parsifal
 .









Perceval, Spencer






(1762–1812), British statesman; prime minister 1809–12. He was shot dead in the lobby of the House of Commons by a bankrupt merchant who blamed the government for his insolvency.









perch1


 
/pərCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing on which a bird alights or roosts, typically a branch or a horizontal rod or bar in a birdcage.




2.
 
a place where someone or something rests or sits, especially a place that is high or precarious




•
 
Marian looked down from her perch in a beech tree above the road.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) alight or rest on something




•
 
a herring gull perched on the mast.










2.
 
(of a person) sit somewhere, especially on something high or narrow




•
 
Eve perched on the side of the armchair.










3.
 
(
be perched

 )
 — (of a building) be situated above or on the edge of something




•
 
the fortress is perched on a crag in the mountains.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
perch someone/something on

 )
 — set or balance someone or something on (something)




•
 
Peter perched a pair of gold-rimmed spectacles on his nose.














III.
 
phrases





knock someone off their perch








‹informal›

 cause someone to lose a position of superiority or preeminence




•
 
will this knock London off its perch as Europe's leading financial center?





















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun from perch
 3
 ; the verb from Old French 
percher

 .





perch2


 
/pərCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible freshwater fish with a high spiny dorsal fin, dark vertical bars on the body, and orange lower fins.

[Genus 
Perca

 , family 
Percidae

 (the 
perch family

 ): three species, in particular 
P. fluviatilis

 of Europe (also called bass
 2
 ), and the almost identical 
yellow perch

 (
P. flavescens

 ) of North America. The perch family also includes the pikeperches, ruffe, and darters.]




2.
 
used in names of other freshwater and marine fishes resembling or related to this, e.g., 
climbing perch

 , 
sea perch

 , 
surfperch

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
perche

 , via Latin from Greek 
perkē

 .






perch3


 
/pərCH/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a linear or square rod (see rod
 (
sense

 3)).











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘pole, stick’): from Old French 
perche

 , from Latin 
pertica

 ‘measuring rod, pole.’





perchance

 
/pərˈCHans/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 by some chance; perhaps




•
 
we dare not go ashore lest perchance we should fall into some snare.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
par cheance

 ‘by chance.’





Percheron

 
/ˈpərSHəˌrän, ˈpərCHə-/





I.
 
noun




a powerful draft horse of a gray or black breed, originally from France.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, originally bred in le 
Perche

 , the name of a district of northern France.





perchloric acid

 
/pərˌklôrik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a fuming toxic liquid with powerful oxidizing properties.

[Chem. formula: HClO4
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





perchlorate

 
/pərˈklôˌrāt /






noun





















percid

 
/ˈpərsid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the perch family (
Percidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Percidae

 (plural), from Latin 
perca

 ‘perch.’





percipience

 
/pərˈsipēəns/






noun




good understanding of things; perceptiveness.













percipient

 
/pərˈsipēənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having a good understanding of things; perceptive




•
 
he is a percipient interpreter of the public mood.














II.
 
noun




(especially in philosophy or with reference to psychic phenomena) a person who is able to perceive things.








III.
 
derivatives





percipiently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
percipient-

 ‘seizing, understanding,’ from the verb 
percipere

 .





percoid

 
/ˈpərkoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a fish of a large group that includes the perches, basses, jacks, snappers, grunts, sea breams, and drums.

[Superfamily 
Percoidea

 : many families.]








II.
 
adjective




relating to the percoid group of fish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Percoïdes

 (plural), from Latin 
perca

 ‘perch.’






percolate

 
/ˈpərkəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid or gas) filter gradually through a porous surface or substance




•
 
the water percolating through the soil may leach out minerals.










2.
 
(of information or an idea or feeling) spread gradually through an area or group of people




•
 
this issue has percolated into the public consciousness.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of coffee) be prepared in a percolator




•
 
he put some coffee on to percolate.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare (coffee) in a percolator


(as 
adj.

 
percolated

 )


•
 
freshly percolated coffee.










5.
 


(US)

 be or become full of lively activity or excitement




•
 
the night was percolating with an expectant energy.














II.
 
derivatives





percolation

 
/ˌpərkəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
percolat-

 ‘strained through,’ from the verb 
percolare

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
colare

 ‘to strain’ (from 
colum

 ‘strainer’).





percolator

 
/ˈpərkəˌlādər/






noun




a machine for making coffee, consisting of a pot in which boiling water is circulated through a small chamber that holds the ground beans.













per contra

 
/pər ˈkäntrə/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 on the other hand; on the contrary




•
 
he had worked very hard on the place; she, per contra, had little to do.














II.
 
noun




the opposite side of an account or an assessment.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Italian.





per curiam

 
/ˌpər ˈkyo͝orēəm /

 

‹Law›






I.
 
adverb




by decision of a judge, or of a court in unanimous agreement.








II.
 
noun




a per curiam decision




•
 
in only a few cases did the panel publish a per curiam.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘by a court.’






percuss

 
/pərˈkəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 gently tap (a part of the body) with a finger or an instrument as part of a diagnosis




•
 
the bladder was percussed.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘give a blow to’): from Latin 
percuss-

 ‘struck forcibly,’ from the verb 
percutere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
quatere

 ‘to shake, strike.’





percussion

 
/pərˈkəSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
musical instruments played by striking with the hand or with a handheld or pedal-operated stick or beater, or by shaking, including drums, cymbals, xylophones, gongs, bells, and rattles


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
percussion instruments




•
 
the percussion section.










2.
 
the striking of one solid object with or against another with some degree of force




•
 
the clattering percussion of objects striking the walls and the shutters.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 the action of tapping a part of the body as part of a diagnosis




•
 
the chest sounded dull on percussion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
percussive

 
/pərˈkəsiv /






adjective













2.
 
percussively

 
/-ˈkəsivlē /






adverb













3.
 
percussiveness

 
/-ˈkəsivnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
percussio(n-)

 , from the verb 
percutere

 ‘to strike forcibly’ (see percuss
 ).






percussion cap

 
/pərˈkəSHən kap/






noun




a small amount of explosive powder contained in metal or paper and exploded by striking. Percussion caps are used chiefly in toy guns and formerly in some firearms.













percussionist

 
/pərˈkəSH(ə)nəst/






noun




a player of a percussion instrument, especially in an orchestra




•
 
the six percussionists backing the orchestra lift their cymbals high in the air.



















percutaneous

 
/ˌpərkyo͝oˈtānēəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 made, done, or effected through the skin.








II.
 
derivatives





percutaneously






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
per cutem

 ‘through the skin’ + -aneous
 .






Percy, Sir Henry

 
/ˈpərsē/






(1364–1403), English soldier; known as 
Hotspur

 or 
Harry Hotspur

 . Son of the 
1st Earl of Northumberland

 , he was killed at the battle of Shrewsbury.









Percy, Walker






(1916–90) US writer. His novels include 
The Moviegoer

 (1961), 
Love in the Ruins

 (1971), 
The Second Coming

 (1980), and 
The Thanatos Syndrome

 (1987).









per diem

 
/pər ˈdēəm/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




for each day (used in financial contexts)


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he agreed to pay at certain specified rates per diem




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
they are now demanding a per diem rate.














II.
 
noun




an allowance or payment made for each day.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: Latin.





perdition

 
/pərˈdiSHən/





I.
 
noun




(in Christian theology) a state of eternal punishment and damnation into which a sinful and unpenitent person passes after death.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
perdiciun

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
perditio(n-)

 , from Latin 
perdere

 ‘destroy,’ from 
per-

 ‘completely, to destruction’ + the base of 
dare

 ‘put.’





perdurable

 
/pərˈd(y)o͝orəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 enduring continuously; imperishable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perdurability

 
/pərˌd(y)o͝orəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
perdurably






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
perdurabilis

 , from Latin 
perdurare

 ‘endure.’





perdure

 
/pərˈd(y)o͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
(chiefly US)

 remain in existence throughout a substantial period of time; endure




•
 
bell music has perdured in Venice throughout five centuries.














II.
 
derivatives





perdurance

 
/-ˈd(y)o͝orəns /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
perdurer

 , from Latin 
perdurare

 ‘endure,’ from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
durare

 ‘to last.’






père

 
/per/





I.
 
noun




used after a surname to distinguish a father from a son of the same name




•
 
Alexandre Dumas père.







Compare with fils
 2
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘father.’





Père David's deer

 
/ˌper ˌdāvidz ˈdir/





I.
 
noun




a large deer with a red summer coat that turns dark gray in winter, and long antlers with backward pointing tines. Formerly a native of China, it is now found only in captivity.

[
Elaphurus davidianus

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Father Armand 
David

 (1826–1900), French missionary and naturalist.





peregrinate

 
/ˈperəɡrəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 travel or wander around from place to place.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peregrination

 
/ˌperəɡrəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
peregrinator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
peregrinat-

 ‘traveled abroad,’ from the verb 
peregrinari

 , from 
peregrinus

 ‘foreign, traveling.’






peregrine

 
/ˈperəɡrən/





I.
 
noun




a powerful falcon found on most continents, breeding chiefly on mountains and coastal cliffs and much used for falconry.

[translating the modern Latin taxonomic name, literally ‘pilgrim falcon,’ because the bird was caught full-grown as a passage hawk, not taken from the nest.] [
Falco peregrinus

 , family 
Falconidae

 .]








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 coming from another country; foreign or outlandish




•
 
peregrine species of grass.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
peregrinus

 ‘foreign,’ from 
peregre

 ‘abroad,’ from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
ager

 ‘field.’





pereiopod

 
/pəˈrīəˌpäd, -ˈrāə-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 each of the eight walking limbs of a crustacean such as a crab or lobster, growing from the thorax.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
peraioōn

 ‘transporting’ (present participle of 
peraioun

 ) + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





Perelman, S. J.

 
/ˈpərlmən, ˈperəl-/






(1904–79), US humorist and writer; full name 
Sidney Joseph Perelman

 . In the early 1930s he worked in Hollywood as a scriptwriter and from 1934 his name is linked with 
The New Yorker

 magazine, for which he wrote most of his short stories and sketches.









peremptory

 
/pəˈrem(p)t(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person's manner or actions) insisting on immediate attention or obedience, especially in a brusquely imperious way




•
 
“Just do it!” came the peremptory reply.










2.
 


[Law]

 not open to appeal or challenge; final




•
 
there has been no disobedience of a peremptory order of the court.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peremptorily

 
/pəˈrem(p)t(ə)rəlē pəˌrem(p)ˈtôrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
peremptoriness

 
/pəˈrem(p)t(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term): via Anglo-Norman French from Latin 
peremptorius

 ‘deadly, decisive,’ from 
perempt-

 ‘destroyed, cut off,’ from the verb 
perimere

 , from 
per-

 ‘completely’ + 
emere

 ‘take, buy.’





peremptory challenge






noun






[Law]

 a defendant's or lawyer's objection to a proposed juror, made without needing to give a reason.













perennate

 
/ˈperəˌnāt, pəˈrenāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
perennating

 )


1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant or part of a plant) live through a number of years, usually with an annual quiescent period.








II.
 
derivatives





perennation

 
/ˌperəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
perennat-

 ‘continued for many years’ (from the verb 
perennare

 ) + -ate
 3
 .






perennial

 
/pəˈrenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lasting or existing for a long or apparently infinite time; enduring or continually recurring




•
 
his perennial distrust of the media




•
 
perennial manifestations of urban crisis.










2.
 
(of a plant) living for several years




•
 
tarragon is perennial.







Compare with annual
 , biennial
 .




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) apparently permanently engaged in a specified role or way of life




•
 
he's a perennial student.










4.
 
(of a stream or spring) flowing throughout the year.








II.
 
noun




a perennial plant.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘remaining leafy throughout the year, evergreen’): from Latin 
perennis

 ‘lasting the year through’ + -ial
 .





perennially

 
/pəˈrenyəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that continues for a long or apparently infinite time; permanently




•
 
a new blow to the perennially struggling economy




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
perennially popular destinations like Rome.










2.
 
on a yearly basis for several years




•
 
a lily that grows perennially from bulbs.



















Peres, Shimon

 
/ˈperez/






(1923–), Israeli statesman, born in Poland; prime minister 1984–86 and 1995–96; president 2007–2014; Polish name 
Szymon Perski

 . As foreign minister under Yitzhak Rabin, he played a major role in negotiating the PLO–Israeli peace accord of 1993. Nobel Peace Prize (1994), shared with Rabin and Yasser Arafat.









perestroika

 
/ˌperəˈstroikə/





I.
 
noun




(in the former Soviet Union) the policy or practice of restructuring or reforming the economic and political system. First proposed by Leonid Brezhnev in 1979 and actively promoted by Mikhail Gorbachev, perestroika originally referred to increased automation and labor efficiency, but came to entail greater awareness of economic markets and the ending of central planning.

See also glasnost
 .











– origin

 Russian, literally ‘restructuring.’





Pérez de Cuéllar, Javier

 
/ˈpārās də ˈkwāyär/






(1920–), Peruvian diplomat; secretary general of the United Nations 1982–91.









perf

 
/pərf/






noun






‹informal›

 a performance




•
 
his second Oscar-winning perf




•
 
overall, our perf was decent.




















perfect





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈpərfikt /



1.
 
having all the required or desirable elements, qualities, or characteristics; as good as it is possible to be




•
 
she strove to be the perfect wife




•
 
life certainly isn't perfect at the moment.










2.
 
free from any flaw or defect in condition or quality; faultless




•
 
the equipment was in perfect condition.










3.
 
precisely accurate; exact




•
 
a perfect circle.










4.
 
highly suitable for someone or something; exactly right




•
 
Gary was perfect for her—ten years older and with his own career.










5.
 


[Printing]

 denoting a way of binding books in which pages are glued to the spine rather than sewn together.




6.
 


‹dated›

 thoroughly trained in or conversant with




•
 
she was 
perfect in

 French.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — absolute; complete (used for emphasis)




•
 
a perfect stranger




•
 
all that Joseph said made perfect sense to me.










8.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number) equal to the sum of its positive divisors, e.g., the number 6, whose divisors (1, 2, 3) also add up to 6.




9.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a tense) denoting a completed action or a state or habitual action that began in the past. The perfect tense is formed in English with 
have

 or 
has

 and the past participle, as in 
they have eaten

 and 
they have been eating (since dawn)

 (
present perfect

 ), 
they had eaten

 (
past perfect

 ), and 
they will have eaten

 (
future perfect

 ).




10.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower) having both stamens and carpels present and functional.




11.
 


[Botany]

 denoting the stage or state of a fungus in which the sexually produced spores are formed.




12.
 


[Entomology]

 (of an insect) fully adult and (typically) winged.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/pərˈfekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) completely free from faults or defects, or as close to such a condition as possible




•
 
he's busy perfecting his bowling technique.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 bring to completion; finish.




3.
 
complete (a printed sheet of paper) by printing the second side.




4.
 


[Law]

 satisfy the necessary conditions or requirements for the transfer of (a gift, title, etc.)




•
 
equity will not perfect an imperfect gift.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpərfikt /
 (
the perfect

 )


1.
 


[Grammar]

 the perfect tense.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perfecter

 
/pərˈfektər /






noun













2.
 
perfectibility

 
/pərˌfektəˈbilədē /






noun













3.
 
perfectible

 
/pərˈfektəb(ə)l /






adjective













4.
 
perfectness

 
/ˈpərfək(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
perfet

 , from Latin 
perfectus

 ‘completed,’ from the verb 
perficere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through, completely’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’ / 
usage:

 In the literal sense, 
perfect

 and 
unique

 are absolute words and should not be modified, as they often are in such phrases as most perfect, quite unique, etc. See also usage at unique
 .






perfecta

 
/pərˈfektə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for exacta
 .











– origin

 1970s: from Latin American Spanish 
quiniela perfecta

 ‘perfect quinella.’





perfect binding






noun




a form of bookbinding in which the leaves are bound by gluing, after the back folds have been cut off, rather than by sewing.













perfect cadence






noun






[Music]

 a cadence in which the chord of the dominant immediately precedes that of the tonic.













perfect competition






noun




the situation prevailing in a market in which buyers and sellers are so numerous and well informed that all elements of monopoly are absent and the market price of a commodity is beyond the control of individual buyers and sellers.













perfect crime






noun




a crime so ingeniously contrived and carefully executed that it cannot be detected or solved.













perfect game






noun






[Baseball]

 a game in which all the batters from one team are retired in order, with no one reaching base.













perfect gas






noun




another term for ideal gas
 .













perfection

 
/pərˈfekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition, state, or quality of being free or as free as possible from all flaws or defects




•
 
the satiny perfection of her skin




•
 
his pursuit of golfing perfection.










2.
 
a person or thing perceived as the embodiment of perfection




•
 
I am told that she is perfection itself.










3.
 
the action or process of improving something until it is faultless or as faultless as possible




•
 
among the key tasks was the perfection of new mechanisms of economic management.














II.
 
phrases





to perfection






in a manner or way that could not be better; perfectly




•
 
a blue suit that showed off her blonde hair to perfection.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘completeness’): via Old French from Latin 
perfectio(n-)

 , from 
perficere

 ‘to complete’ (see perfect
 ).





perfectionism

 
/pərˈfekSHəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
refusal to accept any standard short of perfection.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a doctrine holding that religious, moral, social, or political perfection is attainable, especially the theory that human moral or spiritual perfection should be or has been attained.













perfectionist

 
/pərˈfekSH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who refuses to accept any standard short of perfection




•
 
he was a perfectionist who worked slowly.














II.
 
adjective




refusing to accept any standard short of perfection.








III.
 
derivatives





perfectionistic

 
/-ˌfekSHənˈistik /






adjective






















perfective

 
/pərˈfektiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an aspect of verbs, especially in Slavic languages that expresses completed action.

The opposite of imperfective
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a perfective form of a verb.




2.
 
(
the perfective

 )
 — the perfective aspect.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘tending to make complete’): from medieval Latin 
perfectivus

 , from Latin 
perfectus

 ‘accomplished’ (see perfect
 ).





perfectly

 
/ˈpərfək(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner or way that could not be better




•
 
the ring fitted perfectly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
perfectly clean glass bottles.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — used for emphasis, especially in order to assert something that has been challenged or doubted




•
 
you know perfectly well I can't stay.



















perfect market






noun






[Economics]

 a theoretical market in which buyers and sellers are so numerous and well informed that monopoly is absent and market prices cannot be manipulated




•
 
in a perfect market, confidence in a brand should coincide exactly with its market share.



















perfecto

 
/pərˈfektō/





I.
 
noun




a type of cigar that is thick in the center and tapered at each end.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘perfect.’





perfect pitch

 
/pərˈfekt piCH/






noun




the ability to recognize the pitch of a note or to produce any given note; a sense of absolute pitch.













perfect rhyme






noun



1.
 
the rhyme exemplified by homonyms, such as 
bear/bare

 or 
wear/where

 .




2.
 
rhyme in which different consonants are followed by identical vowel and consonant sounds, such as in 
moon

 and 
June

 .













perfect square






noun



1.
 
the product of a rational number multiplied by itself.




2.
 
the product of a polynomial multiplied by itself.













perfect storm

 
//






noun



1.
 
a particularly violent storm arising from a rare combination of adverse meteorological factors.




2.
 
a particularly bad or critical state of affairs, arising from a number of negative and unpredictable factors




•
 
the past two years have been a perfect storm for the travel industry.



















perfervid

 
/ˌpərˈfərvid/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 intense and impassioned




•
 
perfervid nationalism.














II.
 
derivatives





perfervidly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
perfervidus

 , from Latin 
per-

 ‘utterly’ + 
fervidus

 ‘glowing hot, fiery.’





perfidious

 
/pərˈfidēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 deceitful and untrustworthy




•
 
a perfidious lover.














II.
 
derivatives





perfidiously

 
/pərˈfidēəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
perfidiosus

 , from 
perfidia

 ‘treachery.’





perfidy

 
/ˈpərfədē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 deceitfulness; untrustworthiness.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French from Latin 
perfidia

 , from 
perfidus

 ‘treacherous,’ based on 
per-

 ‘to ill effect’ + 
fides

 ‘faith.’





perfin

 
/ˈpərfin/





I.
 
noun






[Philately]

 a postage stamp perforated with the initials or insignia of an organization, especially to prevent misuse.











– origin

 1950s: from 
perf(orated) in(itials)

 .





perfoliate

 
/pərˈfōlēāt pərˈfōlēət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a stalkless leaf or bract) extended at the base to encircle the node, so that the stem apparently passes through it.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant) having perfoliate leaves.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
perfoliatus

 , from Latin 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
foliatus

 ‘leaved.’






perforate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈpərfəˌrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pierce and make a hole or holes in




•
 
the worms had perforated the pages of the book from cover to cover




•
 (as 
adj.

 
perforated

 )
 
a perforated appendix.










2.
 
make a row of small holes in (paper) so that a part may be torn off easily.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈpərf(ə)rət ˈpərfəˌrāt /



1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 perforated




•
 
a perforate shell.














III.
 
derivatives





perforator

 
/ˈpərfəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
perforat-

 ‘pierced through,’ from the verb 
perforare

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
forare

 ‘pierce.’






perforation

 
/ˌpərfəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hole made by boring or piercing; an aperture passing through or into something




•
 
the perforations allow water to enter the well.










2.
 
a small hole or row of small holes punched in a sheet of paper, e.g., of postage stamps, so that a part can be torn off easily.




3.
 
the action or state of perforating or being perforated




•
 
there was evidence of intestinal perforation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
perforatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
perforare

 (see perforate
 ).





perforce

 
/pərˈfôrs/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 used to express necessity or inevitability




•
 
amateurs, perforce, have to settle for less expensive solutions.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
par force

 ‘by force.’





perforin

 
/ˈpərfərən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein, released by killer cells of the immune system, that destroys targeted cells by creating lesions like pores in their membranes.











– origin

 1980s: from the verb perforate
 + -in
 1
 .





perform

 
/pərˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out, accomplish, or fulfill (an action, task, or function)




•
 
I have my duties to perform.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — work, function, or do something to a specified standard




•
 
the car performs well at low speeds.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 have successful or satisfactory sexual intercourse with someone.




4.
 
present (a form of entertainment) to an audience




•
 
the cast of 14 perform the play superbly.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — entertain an audience, typically by acting, singing, or dancing on stage




•
 
the band will be performing live in Hyde Park.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
performability

 
/-ˌfôrməˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
performable

 
/pərˈfôrməb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
parfourmer

 , alteration (by association with 
forme

 ‘form’) of Old French 
parfournir

 , from 
par

 ‘through, to completion’ + 
fournir

 ‘furnish, provide.’






performance

 
/pərˈfôrməns/






noun



1.
 
an act of staging or presenting a play, concert, or other form of entertainment




•
 


Don Giovanni

 had its first performance in 1787.










2.
 
a person's rendering of a dramatic role, song, or piece of music




•
 
Bailey gives a sound performance as the doctor.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a display of exaggerated behavior or a process involving a great deal of unnecessary time and effort; a fuss




•
 
he stopped to tie his shoe and seemed to be 
making

 quite 
a performance

 of it.










4.
 
the action or process of carrying out or accomplishing an action, task, or function




•
 
the continual performance of a single task reduces a man to the level of a machine.










5.
 
an action, task, or operation, seen in terms of how successfully it was performed




•
 
pay increases are now being linked more closely to performance




•
 
a dynamic performance by Davis.










6.
 
the capabilities of a machine, vehicle, or product, especially when observed under particular conditions




•
 
the hardware is put through tests that assess the performance of the processor.










7.
 
the extent to which an investment is profitable, especially in relation to other investments.




8.
 
(also 
linguistic performance

 )
 — 

[Linguistics]

 an individual's use of a language, i.e., what a speaker actually says, including hesitations, false starts, and errors.

Often contrasted with competence
 .













performance art

 
/pərˈfôrməns ärt/





I.
 
noun




an art form that combines visual art with dramatic performance.








II.
 
derivatives





performance artist






noun





















performance bond






noun




a bond issued by a bank or other financial institution, guaranteeing the fulfillment of a particular contract.













performance capture






noun




another term for motion capture
 .













performance-enhancing






adjective




denoting or relating to a substance, typically one banned for use in competitive events, that is taken by an athlete to improve their performance




•
 
she was banned from competition for two years after admitting she had used performance-enhancing drugs.



















performance poetry





I.
 
noun




a form of poetry intended to be performed as a dramatic monologue or exchange and frequently involving extemporization.








II.
 
derivatives





performance poet






noun





















performance testing






noun



1.
 
the evaluation of a person's mental or manual ability.




2.
 
the evaluation of the heritable characteristics of a bull or other breeding animal, or of a plant, as determined from the known characteristics of the offspring.














performative

 
/pərˈfôrmədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or of the nature of dramatic or artistic performance




•
 
films which push past the limits of current performative trends




•
 
teaching is a performative act.










2.
 
characterized by the performance of a social or cultural role




•
 
many feminist theorists have come to stress the contextual and performative aspects of gender.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 
[Philosophy]

 relating to or denoting an utterance by means of which the speaker performs a particular act (e.g., 
I bet

 , 
I apologize

 , 
I promise

 ).




•
 
performative utterances do not merely describe what one is doing; to say the utterance is to do it.














II.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 
[Philosophy]

 a performative verb, sentence, or utterance.








III.
 
derivatives





performativity

 
/pərˌfôrməˈtivitē /






noun





















performer

 
/pərˈfôrmər/






noun




a person who entertains an audience




•
 
a circus performer.



















performing arts

 
/pərˈfôrmiNG ärts/






plural noun




forms of creative activity that are performed in front of an audience, such as drama, music, and dance.














perfume

 
/ˈpərˌfyo͞om ˌpərˈfyo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fragrant liquid typically made from essential oils extracted from flowers and spices, used to impart a pleasant smell to one's body or clothes




•
 
I caught a whiff of her fresh lemony perfume




•
 
musk-based perfumes.










2.
 
a pleasant smell




•
 
the heady perfume of lilacs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impart a pleasant smell to




•
 
just one bloom of jasmine has the power to perfume a whole room.










2.
 
(usu. 
be perfumed

 )
 — impregnate (something) with perfume or a sweet-smelling ingredient




•
 
the cream is perfumed with rosemary and iris extracts.










3.
 
apply perfume to (someone or something)




•
 
her hair was oiled and perfumed.














III.
 
derivatives





perfumy

 
/-mē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting pleasant-smelling smoke from a burning substance, especially one used in fumigation): from French 
parfum

 (noun), 
parfumer

 (verb), from obsolete Italian 
parfumare

 , literally ‘to smoke through.’





perfumed

 
/ˌpərˈfyo͞omd/






adjective



1.
 
naturally having or producing a sweet, pleasant smell




•
 
the perfumed richness of the wine.










2.
 
impregnated or scented with a sweet-smelling substance




•
 
perfumed soap.



















perfumer

 
/pərˈfyo͞omər/






noun




a producer or seller of perfumes.













perfumery

 
/pərˈfyo͞om(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
the action or business of producing or selling perfumes




•
 
an oil used in perfumery.










2.
 
a store or store department that sells perfumes.













perfunctory

 
/pərˈfəNG(k)t(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




(of an action or gesture) carried out with a minimum of effort or reflection




•
 
he gave a perfunctory nod.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perfunctorily

 
/pərˈfəNG(k)t(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
perfunctoriness

 
/pərˈfəNG(k)t(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
perfunctorius

 ‘careless,’ from Latin 
perfunct-

 ‘done with, discharged,’ from the verb 
perfungi

 .





perfusate

 
/pərˈfyo͞oˌzāt/






noun






[Medicine]

 a fluid used in perfusion.













perfuse

 
/pərˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
permeate or suffuse (something) with a liquid, color, quality, etc.




•
 
Glaser perfused the yellow light with white




•
 


‹figurative›

 such expression is perfused by rhetoric.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 supply (an organ, tissue, or body) with a fluid, typically treated blood or a blood substitute, by circulating it through blood vessels or other natural channels.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perfusion

 
/pərˈfyo͞oZH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
perfusionist

 
/-ZHənist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cause to flow through or away’): from Latin 
perfus-

 ‘poured through,’ from the verb 
perfundere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





Pergamum

 
/ˈpərɡəməm/





I.
 
a city in ancient Mysia, in western Asia Minor, north of Izmir, capital in the 3rd and 2nd centuries 
BC

 of the Attalid dynasty. It was famed for its cultural institutions, especially its library, which was second only to that at Alexandria.




II.
 
derivatives





Pergamene

 
/-ˌmēn /






adjective, noun





















pergola

 
/ˈpərɡələ/





I.
 
noun




an archway in a garden or park consisting of a framework covered with trained climbing or trailing plants.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
pergula

 ‘projecting roof,’ from 
pergere

 ‘come or go forward.’





perhaps

 
/pərˈ(h)aps/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used to express uncertainty or possibility




•
 
perhaps I should have been frank with him.










2.
 
used when one does not wish to be too definite or assertive in the expression of an opinion




•
 
perhaps not surprisingly, he was cautious about committing himself.










3.
 
used when making a polite request, offer, or suggestion




•
 
would you perhaps consent to act as our guide?

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from per
 + hap
 .





peri

 
/ˈpirē/





I.
 
noun




(in Persian mythology) a mythical superhuman being, originally represented as evil but subsequently as a good or graceful genie or fairy.











– origin

 from Persian 
perī

 .






peri-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
around; about




•
 
pericardium




•
 
perimeter




•
 
peristyle.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 denoting the point nearest to a specified celestial body




•
 
perihelion




•
 
perilune.







Compare with apo-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
peri

 ‘about, around.’





perianal

 
/ˌperēˈānəl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 situated in or affecting the area around the anus.













perianth

 
/ˈperēˌanTH/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the outer part of a flower, consisting of the calyx (sepals) and corolla (petals).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
périanthe

 , from modern Latin 
perianthium

 , from Greek 
peri

 ‘around’ + 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





periapsis

 
/ˌperēˈapsis/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the point in the path of an orbiting body at which it is nearest to the body that it orbits.













periapt

 
/ˈperēˌapt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an item worn as a charm or amulet.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
périapte

 , from Greek 
periapton

 , from 
peri

 ‘around’ + 
haptein

 ‘fasten.’





periarticular

 
/ˌperēärˈtikyələr/






adjective






[Medicine]

 situated or occurring around a joint of the body.













periastron

 
/ˌperēˈastrən/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the point nearest to a star in the path of a body orbiting that star.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from peri-
 ‘around’ + Greek 
astron

 ‘star,’ on the pattern of 
perigee

 and 
perihelion

 .





pericarditis

 
/ˌperəˌkärˈdīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the pericardium.













pericardium

 
/ˌperəˈkärdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the membrane enclosing the heart, consisting of an outer fibrous layer and an inner double layer of serous membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





pericardial

 
/ˌperəˈkärdēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, from Greek 
perikardion

 , from 
peri

 ‘around’ + 
kardia

 ‘heart.’






pericarp

 
/ˈperəˌkärp/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the part of a fruit formed from the wall of the ripened ovary.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
péricarpe

 , from Greek 
perikarpion

 ‘pod, shell,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





perichondrium

 
/ˌperəˈkändrēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the connective tissue that envelops cartilage where it is not at a joint.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from peri-
 ‘around’ + Greek 
khondros

 ‘cartilage.’





periclase

 
/ˈperiˌklās, -ˌklāz/





I.
 
noun




a colorless mineral consisting of magnesium oxide, occurring chiefly in marble and limestone.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
periclasia

 , erroneously from Greek 
peri

 ‘utterly’ + 
klasis

 ‘breaking’ (because it cleaves perfectly).





Pericles

 
/ˈperəˌklēz/





I.
 
(
c.

 495–429 
BC

 ), Athenian statesman and general. A champion of Athenian democracy, he pursued an imperialist policy and masterminded Athenian strategy in the Peloponnesian War. He commissioned the building of the Parthenon in 447 and presided over the golden age of Athens.




II.
 
derivatives





Periclean






adjective





















periclinal

 
/ˌperəˈklīnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a cell wall) parallel to the surface of the meristem.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of cell division) taking place by the formation of periclinal walls.








II.
 
derivatives





periclinally






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
periklinēs

 ‘sloping on all sides,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
klinēs

 ‘sloping’ (from the verb 
klinein

 ).





pericope

 
/pəˈrikəpē/





I.
 
noun




an extract from a text, especially a passage from the Bible.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
perikopē

 ‘section,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
kopē

 ‘cutting’ (from 
koptein

 ‘to cut’).





pericranium

 
/ˌperəˈkrānēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the periosteum enveloping the skull.











– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
kranion

 ‘skull.’





pericycle

 
/ˈperəˌsīk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a thin layer of plant tissue between the endodermis and the phloem.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
perikuklos

 ‘spherical,’ from 
perikukloun

 ‘encircle.’





periderm

 
/ˈperəˌdərm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the corky outer layer of a plant stem formed in secondary thickening or as a response to injury or infection.








II.
 
derivatives





peridermal

 
/ˌperiˈdərməl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from peri-
 ‘around’ + Greek 
derma

 ‘skin.’





peridium

 
/pəˈridēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the outer skin of a sporangium or other fruiting body of a fungus.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
pēridion

 , literally ‘small wallet,’ diminutive of 
pēra

 .





peridot

 
/ˈperēˌdät/





I.
 
noun




a green semi-precious mineral, a variety of olivine.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
peritot

 , of unknown origin.





peridotite

 
/ˈperidəˌtīt, pəˈridəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dense, coarse-grained plutonic rock containing a large amount of olivine, believed to be the main constituent of the earth's mantle.








II.
 
derivatives





peridotitic

 
/ˌperidəˈtitik, pəˌridə- /






adjective






















perigee

 
/ˈperəˌjē/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the point in the orbit of the moon or a satellite at which it is nearest to the earth.

The opposite of apogee
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
périgée

 , via modern Latin from Greek 
perigeion

 ‘close around the earth,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
gē

 ‘earth.’





periglacial

 
/ˌperəˈɡlāSHəl/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting an area adjacent to a glacier or ice sheet or otherwise subject to repeated freezing and thawing.














perigynous

 
/pəˈrijənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or flower) having the stamens and other floral parts at the same level as the carpels.

Compare with epigynous
 , hypogynous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





perigyny

 
/-ˈrijənē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
perigynus

 (from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
gunē

 ‘woman’) + -ous
 .






perihelion

 
/ˌperəˈhēlēən/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the point in the orbit of a planet, asteroid, or comet at which it is closest to the sun.

The opposite of aphelion
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of modern Latin 
perihelium

 (by substitution of the Greek ending 
-on

 ), from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
hēlios

 ‘sun.’





perikaryon

 
/perəˈkerēˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the cell body of a neuron, containing the nucleus.








II.
 
derivatives





perikaryal

 
/-ˈkarēəl /






adjective






















peril

 
/ˈperəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
serious and immediate danger




•
 
his family was in peril




•
 
a setback to the state could present a peril to the regime.










2.
 
(
perils

 )
 — the dangers or difficulties that arise from a particular situation or activity




•
 
she first witnessed 
the perils of

 pop stardom a decade ago.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 expose to danger; threaten




•
 
Jonathon periled his life for love of David.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at one's peril






at one's own risk (used especially in warnings)




•
 
neglect our advice at your peril.















2.
 
in (or at) peril of





a.
 
very likely to incur or to suffer from




•
 
the movement is in peril of dying.










b.
 
at risk of losing or injuring




•
 
anyone linked with the Republican cause would be in peril of their life.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
peric(u)lum

 ‘danger,’ from the base of 
experiri

 ‘to try.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





perilla

 
/pəˈrilə/






noun




an Asian plant of the mint family with medicinal and culinary uses. It is regarded as an invasive weed in some areas.

[
Perilla frutescens

 , family 
Labatiae

 .]














perilous

 
/ˈperələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of danger or risk




•
 
a perilous journey south.










2.
 
exposed to imminent risk of disaster or ruin




•
 
the economy is in a perilous state.














II.
 
derivatives





perilousness

 
/ˈperələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
perillous

 , from Latin 
periculosus

 , from 
periculum

 ‘danger’ (see peril
 ).





perilously

 
/ˈperələslē/






adverb




in a way that is full of danger or risk




•
 
houses perched perilously on craggy outposts




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
many came perilously close to starvation.




















perilune

 
/ˈperəˌlo͞on/





I.
 
noun




the point at which a spacecraft in lunar orbit is closest to the moon.

The opposite of apolune
 .











– origin

 1960s: from peri-
 ‘around’ + Latin 
luna

 ‘moon,’ on the pattern of 
perigee

 .





perilymph

 
/ˈperəˌlimf/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the fluid between the membranous labyrinth of the ear and the bone that encloses it.








II.
 
derivatives





perilymphatic

 
/ˌperilimˈfatik /






adjective





















perimenopause

 
/ˌperēˈmenəˌpôz/





I.
 
noun




the period of a woman's life shortly before the occurrence of the menopause.








II.
 
derivatives





perimenopausal






adjective





















perimeter

 
/pəˈrimidər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the continuous line forming the boundary of a closed geometric figure




•
 
the perimeter of a rectangle.










2.
 
the outermost parts or boundary of an area or object




•
 
the perimeter of the garden




•
 


‹figurative›

 my presence on the perimeter of his life.










3.
 
a defended boundary of a military position or base.




4.
 


[Basketball]

 an area away from the basket, beyond the reach of the defensive team




•
 
he was very patient in working the ball around the perimeter.










5.
 
an instrument for measuring the extent and characteristics of a person's field of vision.








II.
 
derivatives





perimetric

 
/ˌperəˈmetrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
perimetros

 , based on 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at parameter
 .





perimetry

 
/pəˈrimətrē/






noun




measurement of a person's field of vision.













perimysium

 
/ˌperəˈmizēəm, -ˈmiZH-/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the sheath of connective tissue surrounding a bundle of muscle fibers.








II.
 
derivatives





perimysial

 
/-ˈmizēəl, -ˈmiZH- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
mus

 ‘muscle.’





perinatal

 
/ˌperəˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 of or relating to the time, usually a number of weeks, immediately before and after birth.








II.
 
derivatives





perinatally






adverb





















perinatology

 
/ˌperināˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the branch of obstetrics dealing with the period of time around childbirth.








II.
 
derivatives





perinatologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















perineum

 
/ˌperəˈnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the area between the anus and the scrotum or vulva.








II.
 
derivatives





perineal

 
/ˌperəˈnēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin, from Greek 
perinaion

 .





perineurium

 
/ˌperəˈn(y)o͝orēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the sheath of connective tissue surrounding a bundle (fascicle) of nerve fibers within a nerve.








II.
 
derivatives





perineural

 
/-ˈn(y)o͝orēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
neuron

 ‘sinew.’






period

 
/ˈpirēəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length or portion of time




•
 
he had long periods of depression




•
 
the ale will be available for a limited period




•
 
the period 1977–85




•
 
the training period is between 16 and 18 months.










2.
 
a portion of time in the life of a person, nation, or civilization characterized by the same prevalent features or conditions




•
 
the early medieval period.










3.
 
one of the set divisions of the day in a school allocated to a lesson or other activity.




4.
 
each of the intervals into which the playing time of a sporting event is divided.




5.
 
a major division of geological time that is a subdivision of an era and is itself subdivided into epochs, corresponding to a system in chronostratigraphy.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a punctuation mark (.) used at the end of a sentence or an abbreviation.




7.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 added to the end of a statement to indicate that no further discussion is possible or desirable




•
 
he is the sole owner of the trademark, period.










8.
 


[Physics]

 the interval of time between successive occurrences of the same state in an oscillatory or cyclic phenomenon, such as a mechanical vibration, an alternating current, a variable star, or an electromagnetic wave.




9.
 


[Astronomy]

 the time taken by a celestial object to rotate around its axis, or to make one circuit of its orbit.




10.
 


[Mathematics]

 the interval between successive equal values of a periodic function.




11.
 
(also 
menstrual period

 )
 — a flow of blood and other material from the lining of the uterus, lasting for several days and occurring in sexually mature women who are not pregnant at intervals of about one lunar month until the onset of menopause.




12.
 


[Chemistry]

 a set of elements occupying an entire horizontal row in the periodic table.




13.
 


[Rhetoric]

 a complex sentence, especially one consisting of several clauses, constructed as part of a formal speech or oration.




14.
 


[Music]

 a complete idea, typically consisting of two or four phrases.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
belonging to or characteristic of a past historical time, especially in style or design




•
 
a splendid selection of period furniture.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the time during which something, especially a disease, runs its course): from Old French 
periode

 , via Latin from Greek 
periodos

 ‘orbit, recurrence, course,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
hodos

 ‘way, course.’ The sense ‘portion of time’ dates from the early 17th cent.





periodic

 
/ˌpirēˈädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
appearing or occurring at intervals




•
 
the periodic visits she made to her father.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 relating to the periodic table of the elements or the pattern of chemical properties that underlies it.




3.
 
of or relating to a rhetorical period.

See period
 (
sense

 6 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
périodique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
periodikos

 ‘coming around at intervals,’ from 
periodos

 (see period
 ).





periodic acid

 
/ˌpərīˌädik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a hygroscopic solid acid with strong oxidizing properties.

[Chem. formula: H5
 IO6
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





periodate

 
/pəˈrīəˌdāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from per-
 (
sense

 2) + iodic acid
 .





periodic acid–Schiff

 
/ˌpərīˈädik ˈasid ˈSHif/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 relating to or denoting a procedure for detecting carbohydrates by oxidizing them with periodic acid and then staining them with Schiff's reagent.













periodical

 
/ˌpirēˈädək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a magazine or newspaper published at regular intervals.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
occurring or appearing at intervals; occasional




•
 
she took periodical gulps of her tea.










2.
 
(of a magazine or newspaper) published at regular intervals




•
 
a periodical newsletter.




















periodical cicada






noun




an American cicada whose nymphs emerge from the soil in large numbers periodically. The mature nymphs of the northern species (
seventeen-year locust

 ) emerge every seventeen years; those of the southern species emerge every thirteen years. A cicada brood can be so abundant that the shrill sound emitted by the males can damage the human ear.

[Genus 
Magicicada

 , family 
Cicadidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : six species.]













periodically

 
/ˌpirēˈädək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
from time to time; occasionally




•
 
I will periodically check on your progress




•
 
the students received help from a friend only periodically.










2.
 
at regularly occurring intervals




•
 
the newsletter is sent out periodically to update members




•
 
the lamps were periodically switched on and off at 30 minute intervals.



















periodic function

 
/ˌpirēädik ˈfəNGkSH(ə)n/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function returning to the same value at regular intervals.













periodicity

 
/ˌpirēəˈdisədē/






noun






‹chiefly technical›

 the quality or character of being periodic; the tendency to recur at intervals




•
 
the periodicity of the sunspot cycle.



















periodic law

 
/ˌpirēˌädik ˈlô/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a law stating that the elements, when listed in order of their atomic numbers (originally, atomic weights), fall into recurring groups, so that elements with similar properties occur at regular intervals.













periodic table

 
/ˌpirēˌädik ˈtāb(ə)l/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a table of the chemical elements arranged in order of atomic number, usually in rows, so that elements with similar atomic structure (and hence similar chemical properties) appear in vertical columns.













periodize

 
/ˈpirēəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 divide (a portion of time) into periods.








II.
 
derivatives





periodization

 
/ˌpi(ə)rēədəˈzāSHən /






noun






















periodontics

 
/ˌperēōˈdän(t)iks /

 
periodontia





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of dentistry concerned with the structures surrounding and supporting the teeth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
periodontal

 
/ˌperēōˈdän(t)l /






adjective













2.
 
periodontist

 
/-ˈdäntist /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from peri-
 ‘around’ + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’ + -ics
 .






periodontitis

 
/ˌperēədänˈtīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the tissue around the teeth, often causing shrinkage of the gums and loosening of the teeth.













periodontology

 
/ˌperēədänˈtäləjē/






noun




another term for periodontics
 .













period piece

 
/ˈpirēəd pēs/






noun




an object or work that is set in or strongly reminiscent of an earlier historical period.













periosteum

 
/ˌperēˈästēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a dense layer of vascular connective tissue enveloping the bones except at the surfaces of the joints.








II.
 
derivatives





periosteal

 
/ˌperēˈästēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
periosteon

 , from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
osteon

 ‘bone.’





periostitis

 
/ˌperēäˈstīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the membrane enveloping a bone.













peripatetic

 
/ˌperēpəˈtedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
traveling from place to place, especially working or based in various places for relatively short periods




•
 
the peripatetic nature of military life.










2.
 
(
Peripatetic

 )
 — Aristotelian.

[with reference to Aristotle's practice of walking to and fro while teaching.]








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who travels from place to place.




2.
 
(
Peripatetic

 )
 — an Aristotelian philosopher.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peripatetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
peripateticism

 
/ˌperəpəˈtedəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an Aristotelian philosopher): from Old French 
peripatetique

 , via Latin from Greek 
peripatētikos

 ‘walking up and down,’ from the verb 
peripatein

 .





peripeteia

 
/ˌperəpəˈtēyə ˌperəpəˈtīə/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a sudden reversal of fortune or change in circumstances, especially in reference to fictional narrative.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
peripeteia

 ‘sudden change,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + the stem of 
piptein

 ‘to fall.’





peripheral

 
/pəˈrif(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or situated on the edge or periphery of something




•
 
the peripheral areas of Europe.










2.
 
of secondary or minor importance; marginal




•
 
she will see their problems as 
peripheral to

 her own.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a device) able to be attached to and used with a computer, although not an integral part of it.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 near the surface of the body, with special reference to the circulation and nervous system




•
 
lymphocytes from peripheral blood.














II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a peripheral device.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peripherality

 
/-ˌrifəˈralitē /






noun













2.
 
peripheralization

 
/pəˌrifərəliˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
peripheralize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













4.
 
peripherally

 
/pəˈrif(ə)rəlē /






adverb






















peripheral nervous system






noun






[Anatomy]

 the nervous system outside the brain and spinal cord.













peripheral vision






noun




side vision; what is seen on the side by the eye when looking straight ahead.













periphery

 
/pəˈrif(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer limits or edge of an area or object




•
 
new buildings 
on the periphery of

 the hospital site.










2.
 
a marginal or secondary position in, or part or aspect of, a group, subject, or sphere of activity




•
 
a shift in power from the center to the periphery.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a line that forms the boundary of something): via late Latin from Greek 
periphereia

 ‘circumference,’ from 
peripherēs

 ‘revolving around,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





periphrasis

 
/pəˈrifrəsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the use of indirect and circumlocutory speech or writing.




2.
 
an indirect and circumlocutory phrase.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 the use of separate words to express a grammatical relationship that is otherwise expressed by inflection, e.g., 
did go

 as opposed to 
went

 and 
more intelligent

 as opposed to 
smarter

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
periphrazein

 , from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
phrazein

 ‘declare.’





periphrastic

 
/ˌperəˈfrastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of speech or writing) indirect and circumlocutory




•
 
the periphrastic nature of legal syntax.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a case or tense) formed by a combination of words rather than by inflection (such as 
did go

 and 
of the people

 rather than 
went

 and 
the people's

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





periphrastically

 
/ˌperəˈfrastək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
periphrastikos

 , from 
periphrazein

 ‘declare in a roundabout way.’





periphyton

 
/pəˈrifəˌtän/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 freshwater organisms attached to or clinging to plants and other objects projecting above the bottom sediments.








II.
 
derivatives





periphytic

 
/ˌperəˈfitik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
phuton

 ‘plant.’





peripteral

 
/pəˈriptərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Architecture]

 (of a building) having a single row of pillars on all sides in the style of the temples of ancient Greece.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
peripteron

 (from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing’) + -al
 .





perique

 
/pəˈrēk/





I.
 
noun




a strong dark tobacco from Louisiana.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Louisiana French, apparently from the nickname of Pierre Chenet, who first grew it.





periscope

 
/ˈperəˌskōp/






noun




an apparatus consisting of a tube attached to a set of mirrors or prisms, by which an observer (typically in a submerged submarine or behind a high obstacle) can see things that are otherwise out of sight.













periscopic

 
/ˌperəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a periscope.




2.
 
(of a lens or an optical instrument) giving a wide field of view




•
 
a periscopic sextant.














II.
 
derivatives





periscopically






adverb





















perish

 
/ˈperiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suffer death, typically in a violent, sudden, or untimely way




•
 
a great part of his army perished of hunger and disease.










2.
 
suffer complete ruin or destruction




•
 
the old regime had to perish.










3.
 
(of rubber, a foodstuff, or other organic substance) lose its normal qualities; rot or decay




•
 
most domestic building was in wood and has perished.














II.
 
phrases





perish the thought








‹informal›

 used, often ironically, to show that one finds a suggestion or idea completely ridiculous or unwelcome




•
 
he wasn't out to get drunk—perish the thought!





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
periss-

 , lengthened stem of 
perir

 , from Latin 
perire

 ‘pass away,’ from 
per-

 ‘through, completely’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’





perishable

 
/ˈperəSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of food) likely to decay or go bad quickly.




2.
 
(of something abstract) having a brief life or significance; transitory




•
 
ballet is the most perishable of arts.














II.
 
noun

 — (
perishables

 )


1.
 
things, especially foodstuffs, likely to decay or go bad quickly.








III.
 
derivatives





perishability

 
/ˌperəSHəˈbilədē /






noun





















perissodactyl

 
/pəˌrisəˈdaktəl /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the order 
Perissodactyla

 , such as a horse or rhinoceros.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting perissodactyls.














Perissodactyla

 
/pəˌrisəˈdaktələ /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of mammals that comprises the odd-toed ungulates.

Compare with Artiodactyla
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
perissos

 ‘uneven’ + 
daktulos

 ‘finger, toe.’





peristalsis

 
/ˌperəˈstôlsəs perəˈstalsis/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the involuntary constriction and relaxation of the muscles of the intestine or another canal, creating wavelike movements that push the contents of the canal forward.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peristaltic

 
/ˈˌperəˈstôltik /






adjective













2.
 
peristaltically






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
peristallein

 ‘wrap around,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
stallein

 ‘to place.’





peristome

 
/ˈperəˌstōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the parts surrounding the mouth of various invertebrates.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a fringe of small projections around the mouth of a capsule in mosses and certain fungi.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
peristoma

 , from Greek 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’





peristyle

 
/ˈperəˌstīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a row of columns surrounding a space within a building such as a court or internal garden or edging a veranda or porch.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 an architectural space such as a court or porch that is surrounded or edged by a peristyle.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
péristyle

 , from Latin 
peristylum

 , from Greek 
peristulon

 , from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
stulos

 ‘pillar.’





perithecium

 
/ˌperəˈTHēSHēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in some fungi) a round or flask-shaped fruiting body with a pore through which the spores are discharged.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from peri-
 ‘around’ + Greek 
thēkē

 ‘case.’





peritoneum

 
/ˌperitnˈēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the serous membrane lining the cavity of the abdomen and covering the abdominal organs.








II.
 
derivatives





peritoneal

 
/ˌperətnˈēəl perəˈtōnēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
peritonaion

 , from 
peritonos

 ‘stretched around,’ from 
peri-

 ‘around’ + 
-tonos

 ‘stretched.’





peritonitis

 
/ˌperətnˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the peritoneum, typically caused by bacterial infection either via the blood or after rupture of an abdominal organ.













peritus

 
/pəˈrēto͞os/





I.
 
noun




a theological adviser or consultant to a council of the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin; related to 
expertus

 ‘expert.’





perivascular

 
/ˌperəˈvaskyələr/






adjective






[Medicine]

 situated or occurring around a blood vessel.













periventricular

 
/ˌperəvenˈtrikyələr/






noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 situated or occurring around a ventricle, especially a ventricle of the brain.














periwig

 
/ˈperəˌwiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a highly styled wig worn formerly as a fashionable headdress by both women and men.




2.
 
archaic term for wig
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





periwigged






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: alteration of peruke
 , with 
-wi-

 representing the French 
-u-

 sound.






periwinkle1


 
/ˈperēˌwiNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Old World plant with flat five-petaled, typically bluish flowers and glossy leaves. Some kinds are grown as ornamentals and some contain alkaloids used in medicine.

[Genera 
Vinca

 and 
Catharanthus

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
periwinkle blue

 )
 — a purple-blue color like that of a periwinkle flower




•
 
the sky was a clear periwinkle and the sun sparkled like a shiny jewel




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Anne was wearing a periwinkle evening gown with small puffed sleeves.

















– origin

 late Old English 
peruince

 , from late Latin 
pervinca

 , reinforced in Middle English by Anglo-Norman French 
pervenke

 . The change of 
-v-

 to 
-w-

 and the addition of 
-le

 seem to have occurred before the appearance of periwinkle
 2
 .






periwinkle2


 
/ˈperēˌwiNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




another term for winkle
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






perjure

 
/ˈpərjər/





I.
 
verb

 — (
perjure oneself

 )


1.
 


[Law]

 willfully tell an untruth when giving evidence to a court; commit perjury.








II.
 
derivatives





perjurer

 
/ˈpərj(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as 
perjured

 in the sense ‘guilty of perjury’): from Old French 
parjurer

 , from Latin 
perjurare

 ‘swear falsely,’ from 
per-

 ‘to ill effect’ + 
jurare

 ‘swear.’





perjured

 
/ˈpərjərd/






adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 (of evidence) involving willfully told untruths.




2.
 


[Law]

 (of a person) guilty of perjury




•
 
a perjured witness.



















perjury

 
/ˈpərj(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the offense of willfully telling an untruth in a court after having taken an oath or affirmation.








II.
 
derivatives





perjurious

 
/pərˈjo͝orēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
perjurie

 , from Latin 
perjurium

 ‘false oath,’ from the verb 
perjurare

 (see perjure
 ).





perk1


 
/pərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
perk up

 )


1.
 
become more cheerful, lively, or interesting




•
 
in the second half, the dance perked up




•
 
she'd been depressed, but she seemed to perk up last week.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
perk someone/something up

 )
 — make someone or something more cheerful, lively, or interesting




•
 
the coffee had perked him up long enough to tackle the reviews.














II.
 
adjective






‹dialect›

 perky; pert.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘perch’ and ‘be lively’): perhaps from an Old French dialect variant of 
percher

 ‘to perch.’






perk2


 
/pərk/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
perks

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 money, goods, or other benefit to which one is entitled as an employee or as a shareholder of a company




•
 
many agencies are helping to keep personnel at their jobs by providing perks.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an advantage or benefit following from a job or situation




•
 
they were busy discovering the perks of town life.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of perquisite
 .





perk3


 
/pərk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of coffee) percolate




•
 
while the coffee perks, head out for the morning paper.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — percolate (coffee).











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of percolate
 .





Perkins, Carl

 
/ˈpərkinz/






(1932–98), US singer and songwriter. A rockabilly artist, he wrote and recorded 
“Blue Suede Shoes”

 (1955), which became his first big hit. His albums include 
Matchbox

 (1977) and 
Go, Cat, Go

 (1993).









Perkins, Frances






(1882–1965), US public official; born 
Fannie Coiralie Perkins

 . As US secretary of labor 1933–45, she was the first woman to hold a federal cabinet post. She promoted the Social Security program and the minimum wage.









perky

 
/ˈpərkē/





I.
 
adjective




cheerful and lively




•
 
she certainly looked less than her usual perky self.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perkily

 
/ˈpərkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
perkiness

 
/ˈpərkēnəs /






noun





















Perl

 
/pərl/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a high-level general-purpose programming language used especially for developing Web applications.











– origin

 1980s: respelling of pearl
 , arbitrarily chosen for its positive connotations.





perlite

 
/ˈpərlīt/





I.
 
noun




a form of obsidian characterized by spherlulites formed by cracking of the volcanic glass during cooling, used as insulation or in plant growth media.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
perle

 ‘pearl.’





Perlman, Itzhak

 
/ˈpərlmən/






(1945–) Israeli-American violinist and conductor. A preeminent virtuoso, he has appeared with most of the world's major orchestras.










perlocution

 
/ˌpərləˈkyo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 
[Linguistics]

 an act of speaking or writing that has an action as its aim but that in itself does not effect or constitute the action, for example persuading or convincing.

Compare with illocution
 .








II.
 
derivatives





perlocutionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from modern Latin 
perlocutio(n-)

 , from 
per-

 ‘throughout’ + 
locutio(n-)

 ‘speaking.’





perm

 
/pərm/





I.
 
noun




a hairstyle produced by setting the hair in waves or curls and then treating it with chemicals so that the style lasts for several months.




•
 
I had a perm on Friday.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set (the hair) in a perm




•
 
her hair was permed and then set.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of permanent
 .






Perm

 
/pərm, pyerm/






an industrial city in Russia, in the western foothills of the Ural Mountains; pop. 987,200 (est. 2008).

Former name (1940–57) Molotov
 .









perm.






abbreviation




permanent.














perma-

 
/ˈpərmə/






combining form




permanent or permanently




•
 
women on perma-diets




•
 
a permatanned steward.



















permaculture

 
/ˈpərməˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the development of agricultural ecosystems intended to be sustainable and self-sufficient.











– origin

 1970s: blend of permanent
 and agriculture
 .





permadeath

 
/ˈpərməˌdeTH/






noun




(in video games) a situation in which a character cannot reappear after having been killed




•
 
you can fail a mission and the game will continue, with permadeath for any soldiers lost in battle.



















permafrost

 
/ˈpərməˌfrôst/





I.
 
noun




a thick subsurface layer of soil that remains frozen throughout the year, occurring chiefly in polar regions.











– origin

 1940s: from permanent
 + frost
 .






permalancer

 
/ˈpərməˌlansər/





I.
 
noun




a long-term freelance, part-time, or temporary worker who does not have employee benefits




•
 
the permalancers always have to park in the temporary spaces.







Also called permatemp
 .











– origin

 blend of 
permanent

 and 
freelancer

 .





permalink

 
/ˈpərməˌliNGk/






noun




a permanent static hyperlink to a particular web page or entry in a blog.













permalloy

 
/ˈpərməˌloi, ˌpərmˈaloi/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of nickel and iron that is easily magnetized and demagnetized, used in electrical equipment.











– origin

 1920s: (originally as a trademark) from permeable
 + alloy
 . See permeability
 (
sense

 2).





permanence

 
/ˈpərmənəns/





I.
 
noun




the state or quality of lasting or remaining unchanged indefinitely




•
 
the clarity and permanence of the dyes.














II.
 
derivatives





permanency

 
/ˈpərm(ə)nənsē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
permanentia

 (perhaps via French), from 
permanent-

 ‘remaining to the end,’ from the verb 
permanere

 .






permanent

 
/ˈpərmənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lasting or intended to last or remain unchanged indefinitely




•
 
a permanent ban on the dumping of radioactive waste at sea




•
 
damage was not thought to be permanent




•
 
some temporary workers did not want a permanent job.










2.
 
lasting or continuing without interruption




•
 
he's in a permanent state of rage.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a perm for the hair.








III.
 
derivatives





permanentize

 
/-ˌtīz /






verb




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
permanent-

 ‘remaining to the end’ (perhaps via Old French), from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
manere

 ‘remain.’





permanently

 
/ˈpərmənən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that lasts or remains unchanged indefinitely; for all time




•
 
his lungs are permanently damaged.










2.
 
in a way that lasts or continues without interruption; continually




•
 
we need to be permanently vigilant.



















permanent magnet






noun




a magnet that retains its magnetic properties in the absence of an inducing field or current.













permanent revolution






noun




the state or condition, envisaged by Leon Trotsky, of a country's continuing revolutionary progress being dependent on a continuing process of revolution in other countries.













permanent set






noun




an irreversible deformation that remains in a structure or material after it has been subjected to stress.













permanent tooth






noun




a tooth in a mammal that replaces a temporary milk tooth and lasts for most of the mammal's life.













permanganate

 
/pərˈmaNGɡəˌnāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion MnO4
 −
 , typically deep purplish-red and with strong oxidizing properties.













permatan

 
/ˈpərməˌtan/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a year-round suntan, typically one produced by artificial means




•
 
with his designer suits, his permatan, and his amorous adventures, he is not a traditional politician.














II.
 
derivatives





permatanned






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: from perma-
 + tan
 1
 .






permatemp

 
/ˈpərməˌtemp/





I.
 
noun




another term for permalancer
 .











– origin

 a blend of 
permanent

 and 
temporary.







permeability

 
/ˌpərmēəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of a material or membrane that causes it to allow liquids or gases to pass through it.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a quantity measuring the influence of a substance on the magnetic flux in the region it occupies.













permeabilize

 
/ˈpərmēəbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
permeabilized

 )


1.
 


‹technical›

 make permeable.








II.
 
derivatives





permeabilization

 
/ˌpərmēəbəliˈzāSHən /






noun






















permeable

 
/ˈpərmēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a material or membrane) allowing liquids or gases to pass through it




•
 
a frog's skin is 
permeable to

 water.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
permeabilis

 , from 
permeare

 ‘pass through’ (see permeate
 ).





permeance

 
/ˈpərmēəns/






noun






[Physics]

 the property of allowing the passage of lines of magnetic flux.














permeate

 
/ˈpərmēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread throughout (something); pervade




•
 
the aroma of soup permeated the air




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his personality has begun to 
permeate through

 the whole organization.














II.
 
derivatives





permeation

 
/ˌpərmēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
permeat-

 ‘passed through,’ from the verb 
permeare

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
meare

 ‘pass, go.’





permethrin

 
/pərˈmēTHrin/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic insecticide of the pyrethroid class, used chiefly against disease-carrying insects.











– origin

 1970s: from per-
 (
sense

 2) + 
(res)methrin

 , denoting a synthetic pyrethroid.





Permian

 
/ˈpərmēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the last period of the Paleozoic era, between the Carboniferous and Triassic periods.

See also Permo–Triassic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Permian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Permian period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Permian lasted from about 290 million to 245 million years ago. The climate was hot and dry in many parts of the world during this period, which saw the extinction of many marine animals, including trilobites, and the proliferation of reptiles.







– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the name of the Russian province Perm
 , from the extensive development of such strata there.





Permian Basin

 
/ˌpərmēən ˈbās(ə)n/






a region in western Texas and the geologic structure underlying it, a major oil and gas reservoir. The cities of Midland and Odessa are production centers.









per mill

 
per mil





I.
 
noun




one part in every thousand.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin.





permissible

 
/pərˈmisəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




permitted; allowed




•
 
it is permissible to edit and rephrase the statement.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
permissibility

 
/pərˌmisəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
permissibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
permissibilis

 , from 
permiss-

 ‘allowed,’ from the verb 
permittere

 (see permit
 1
 ).





permission

 
/pərˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
consent; authorization




•
 
they had entered the country without permission




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he had received permission to go to Brussels.










2.
 
an official document giving authorization




•
 
permissions to reproduce copyright material.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
permissio(n-)

 , from the verb 
permittere

 ‘allow’ (see permit
 1
 ).





permissive

 
/pərˈmisiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
allowing or characterized by great or excessive freedom of behavior




•
 
I was not a permissive parent




•
 
the permissive society of the 60s and 70s.










2.
 


[Law]

 allowed but not obligatory; optional




•
 
the Hague Convention was permissive, not mandatory.










3.
 


[Biology]

 allowing a biological or biochemical process to occur




•
 
the mutants grow well at the permissive temperature.










4.
 
allowing the infection and replication of viruses.








II.
 
derivatives





permissively

 
/pərˈmisivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘tolerated, allowed’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
permissivus

 , from 
permiss-

 ‘allowed,’ from the verb 
permittere

 (see permit
 1
 ).





permissiveness

 
/pərˈmisivnəs/






noun




great or excessive freedom of behavior




•
 
a new age of sexual permissiveness




•
 
the permissiveness of the 1960s.




















permit1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/pərˈmit /



1.
 
give authorization or consent to (someone) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the law permits councils to monitor any factory emitting smoke




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he would not permit anybody access to the library.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — authorize or give permission for (something)




•
 
the country is not ready to permit any rice imports.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing, circumstance, or condition) provide an opportunity or scope for (something) to take place; make possible




•
 
some properties are too small to permit mechanized farming




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
when weather permits, lunches are served outside.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
permit of

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 allow for; admit of




•
 
the camp permits of no really successful defense.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpərmit /
 [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an official document giving someone authorization to do something




•
 
he is only in Britain on a work permit.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
permit me








‹dated›

 used for politeness before making a suggestion or expressing an intention




•
 
permit me to correct you.















2.
 
—— permitting






if the specified thing does not prevent one from doing something




•
 
weather permitting, guests can dine outside on the veranda.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
permittee

 
/ˌpərmiˈtē /






noun













2.
 
permitter

 
/pərˈmitər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘commit, hand over’): from Latin 
permittere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
mittere

 ‘send, let go.’





permit2


 
/ˈpərmit/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied fish of the jack family, found in warm waters of the western Atlantic and Caribbean and caught for food and sport.

[
Trachinotus falcatus

 , family 
Carangidae

 .]











– origin

 alteration of Spanish 
palometa

 ‘little dove.’





permittivity

 
/ˌpərməˈtivədē/






noun






[Physics]

 the ability of a substance to store electrical energy in an electric field.













Permo–Carboniferous

 
/ˌpərmō ˌkärbəˈnifərəs/






adjective






[Geology]

 of, relating to, or linking the Permian and Carboniferous periods or rock systems together.














Permo–Triassic

 
/ˌpərmō ˌtrīˈasik/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or occurring at the boundary of the Permian and Triassic periods, about 245 million years ago. Mass extinctions occurred at this time, marking the end of the era.




2.
 


[Geology]

 of or relating to the Permian and Triassic periods or rock systems considered as a unit.




3.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Permo–Triassic

 or 
Permo–Trias

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Permian and Triassic periods together or the system of rocks deposited during them.













permutate

 
/ˈpərmyətāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the order or arrangement of




•
 
statistics may be sorted and permutated according to requirements.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: regarded as a back-formation from permutation
 .






permutation

 
/ˌpərmyo͝oˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way, especially one of several possible variations, in which a set or number of things can be ordered or arranged




•
 
his thoughts raced ahead to fifty different permutations of what he must do.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the action of changing the arrangement, especially the linear order, of a set of items.








II.
 
derivatives





permutational

 
/-ˈtāSHənəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘exchange, barter’): via Old French from Latin 
permutatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
permutare

 ‘change completely’ (see permute
 ).






permute

 
/pərˈmyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 submit to a process of alteration, rearrangement, or permutation




•
 
we wish to permute the order of the bytes.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘interchange’): from Latin 
permutare

 ‘change completely,’ from 
per-

 ‘through, completely’ + 
mutare

 ‘to change.’





pernambuco

 
/ˌpərnəmˈb(y)o͞okō /

 
pernambuco wood





I.
 
noun




the hard reddish timber of a Brazilian tree, used for making violin bows and as a source of red dye.

[The tree is 
Caesalpinia echinata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the name of the Brazilian state Pernambuco
 .






Pernambuco

 
/ˌpərnəmˈb(y)o͞okō, ˌpernäm-/





I.
 
a state of eastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; capital, Recife.




II.
 
former name for Recife
 .









pernicious

 
/pərˈniSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having a harmful effect, especially in a gradual or subtle way




•
 
the pernicious influences of the mass media.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perniciously

 
/pərˈniSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
perniciousness

 
/pərˈniSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
perniciosus

 ‘destructive,’ from 
pernicies

 ‘ruin,’ based on 
nex

 , 
nec-

 ‘death.’





pernicious anemia

 
/pərˈniSHəs əˈnēmēə/






noun




a deficiency in the production of red blood cells through a lack of vitamin B12
 .













pernickety

 
/pərˈnikidē/






adjective




British term for persnickety
 .













pernoctate

 
/pərˈnäkˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 pass the night somewhere.








II.
 
derivatives





pernoctation

 
/ˌpərnäkˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pernoctat-

 ‘spent the night,’ from the verb 
pernoctare

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
nox

 , 
noct-

 ‘night.’





Pernod

 
/perˈnō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an anise-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 named after the manufacturing firm 
Pernod

 Fils.





Perón, Eva

 
/peˈrōn/






(1919–52), Argentine politician; second wife of Juan Perón; full name 
María Eva Duarte de Perón

 ; known as 
Evita

 . A former actress, after her marriage in 1945 she became de facto minister of health and of labor until her death from cancer. Her social reforms earned her great popularity with the poor.









Perón, Juan Domingo





I.
 
(1895–1974), Argentine soldier and statesman; president 1946–55 and 1973–74. The faltering economy and conflict with the Catholic Church led to his removal and exile. He returned to power in 1973, but died in office.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Peronism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
Peronist

 
/-nist /






adjective, noun





















peroneal

 
/ˌperəˈnēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or situated in the outer side of the calf of the leg.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
peronaeus

 ‘peroneal muscle’ (based on Greek 
peronē

 ‘pin, fibula’) + -al
 .






perorate

 
/ˈperəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 speak at length




•
 
he reportedly would perorate against his colleague.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 sum up and conclude a speech




•
 
the following innocent conclusion with which she perorates.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
perorat-

 ‘spoken at length,’ from the verb 
perorare

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
orare

 ‘speak.’





peroration

 
/ˌperəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the concluding part of a speech, typically intended to inspire enthusiasm in the audience.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
peroratio(n-)

 , from 
perorare

 ‘speak at length’ (see perorate
 ).





Perot, H. Ross

 
/pəˈrō/






(1930–), US businessman and politician; full name 
Henry Ross Perot

 . He mounted a third-party candidacy for US president in 1992 and received 19 percent of the popular vote. He established United We Stand America in 1993 to serve as a watchdog for the public and the Reform Party in 1995 to challenge the Democratic and Republican parties. In 1996, as the Reform Party's presidential candidate, he cornered eight percent of the popular vote.









perovskite

 
/pəˈrävzkīt, -ˈräfs-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellow, brown, or black mineral consisting largely of calcium titanate.




2.
 
any of a group of related minerals and ceramics having the same crystal structure as this.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of L. A. 
Perovsky

 (1792–1856), Russian mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .





peroxidase

 
/pəˈräksəˌdās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the oxidation of a particular substrate by hydrogen peroxide.














peroxide

 
/pəˈräkˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound containing two oxygen atoms bonded together in its molecule or as the anion O2
 2−
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 hydrogen peroxide, especially as used as a bleach for the hair


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a peroxide blonde.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bleach (hair) with peroxide.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from per-
 (
sense

 2) + oxide
 .





peroxisome

 
/pəˈräksəsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a small organelle that is present in the cytoplasm of many cells and that contains the reducing enzyme catalase and usually some oxidases.








II.
 
derivatives





peroxisomal

 
/-ˌräksiˈsōməl /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from peroxide
 + -some
 3
 .





perp

 
/pərp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the perpetrator of a crime.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.





perp.






abbreviation




perpendicular.













perpend

 
/pərˈpend/






noun




a vertical layer of mortar between two bricks.













perpendicular

 
/ˌpərpənˈdikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
at an angle of 90° to a given line, plane, or surface




•
 
dormers and gables that extend 
perpendicular to

 the main roofline.










2.
 
at an angle of 90° to the ground; vertical




•
 
the perpendicular cliff.










3.
 
(of something with a slope) so steep as to be almost vertical




•
 
guest houses seem to cling by faith to the perpendicular hillside.










4.
 
(
Perpendicular

 )
 — denoting the latest stage of English Gothic church architecture, prevalent from the late 14th to mid 16th centuries and characterized by broad arches, elaborate fan vaulting, and large windows with vertical tracery




•
 
the handsome Perpendicular church of St. Andrew.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a straight line at an angle of 90° to a given line, plane, or surface




•
 
at each division, draw a perpendicular representing the surface line.










2.
 
(usu. 
the perpendicular

 )
 — perpendicular position or direction




•
 
the wall declines from the perpendicular a little inward.










3.
 
an instrument for indicating the vertical line from any point, as a spirit level or plumb line.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perpendicularity

 
/-ˌdikyəˈlaritē /






noun













2.
 
perpendicularly

 
/ˌpərp(ə)nˈdikyələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adverb meaning ‘at right angles’): via Old French from Latin 
perpendicularis

 , from 
perpendiculum

 ‘plumb line,’ from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
pendere

 ‘to hang.’





perpetrate

 
/ˈpərpəˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out or commit (a harmful, illegal, or immoral action)




•
 
a crime has been perpetrated against a sovereign state.














II.
 
derivatives





perpetration

 
/ˌpərpəˈtrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
perpetrat-

 ‘performed,’ from the verb 
perpetrare

 , from 
per-

 ‘to completion’ + 
patrare

 ‘bring about.’ In Latin the act perpetrated might be good or bad; in English the verb was first used in the statutes referring to crime, hence the negative association. / 
usage:

 To 
perpetrate

 something is to commit it: the gang perpetrated outrages against several citizens. To 
perpetuate

 something is to cause it to continue or to keep happening: the stories only serve to perpetuate the legend that the house is haunted.





perpetrator

 
/ˈpərpəˌtrādər/






noun




a person who carries out a harmful, illegal, or immoral act




•
 
the perpetrators of this horrific crime must be brought to justice.




















perpetual

 
/pərˈpeCH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
never ending or changing




•
 
deep caves in perpetual darkness.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a position, job, or trophy held for life rather than a limited period, or the person holding it




•
 
a perpetual secretary of the society.










3.
 
(of an investment) having no fixed maturity date; irredeemable




•
 
a perpetual bond.










4.
 
occurring repeatedly; so frequent as to seem endless and uninterrupted




•
 
their perpetual money worries.










5.
 
(of a plant) blooming or fruiting several times in one season




•
 
he grows perpetual carnations.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
perpetuel

 , from Latin 
perpetualis

 , from 
perpetuus

 ‘continuing throughout,’ from 
perpes

 , 
perpet-

 ‘continuous.’





perpetual calendar






noun



1.
 
a calendar that can be adjusted to show any combination of day, month, and year, and is therefore usable year after year.




2.
 
a set of tables from which the day of the week can be reckoned for any date.













perpetual check






noun






[Chess]

 the situation of play when a draw is obtained by repeated checking of the king.













perpetually

 
/pərˈpeCHo͞oəlē/






adverb




in a way that never ends or changes; constantly




•
 
perpetually hungry teenage boys




•
 
she seems perpetually to have a mournful look on her face.




















perpetual motion

 
/pərˈpeCH(əw)əl ˈmōSHən/






noun



1.
 
a state in which movement or action is or appears to be continuous and unceasing.




2.
 
the motion of a hypothetical machine that, once activated, would run forever unless subject to an external force or to wear.













perpetuate

 
/pərˈpeCHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something, typically an undesirable situation or an unfounded belief) continue indefinitely




•
 
the law perpetuated the interests of the ruling class.










2.
 
preserve (something valued) from oblivion or extinction




•
 
how did these first humans survive to perpetuate the species?














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perpetuance

 
/-o͞oəns /






noun













2.
 
perpetuator

 
/pərˈpeCHəˌwādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
perpetuat-

 ‘made permanent,’ from the verb 
perpetuare

 , from 
perpetuus

 ‘continuing throughout’ (see perpetual
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at perpetrate
 .





perpetuation

 
/pərˌpeCHəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun




the continuation or preservation of a situation, idea, etc.




•
 
we criticized the perpetuation of racial stereotypes




•
 
perpetuation of the species is our purpose.



















perpetuity

 
/ˌpərpəˈt(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that lasts forever or for an indefinite period, in particular




2.
 
a bond or other security with no fixed maturity date.




3.
 


[Law]

 a restriction making an estate inalienable perpetually or for a period beyond certain limits fixed by law.




4.
 


[Law]

 an estate so restricted.




5.
 
the state or quality of lasting forever




•
 
he did not believe in the perpetuity of military rule.














II.
 
phrases





in (or for) perpetuity






forever




•
 
all the Bonapartes were banished from France in perpetuity.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
perpetuite

 , from Latin 
perpetuitas

 , from 
perpetuus

 ‘continuing throughout’ (see perpetual
 ).






perpetuum mobile

 
/pərˌpeCHəwəm ˈmōbəlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a piece of fast-moving instrumental music consisting mainly of notes of equal length.




2.
 
another term for perpetual motion
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘continuously moving (thing),’ on the pattern of 
primum mobile

 .





Perpignan

 
/ˌpərpēˈnyäN/






a city in southern France, in the northeastern foothills of the Pyrenees, close to the border with Spain; pop. 117,500 (2006).










perplex

 
/pərˈpleks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something complicated or unaccountable) cause (someone) to feel completely baffled




•
 
she was perplexed by her husband's moodiness.










2.
 


‹dated›

 complicate or confuse (a matter)




•
 
they were perplexing a subject plain in itself.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as the adjective 
perplexed

 ): from the obsolete adjective 
perplex

 ‘bewildered,’ from Latin 
perplexus

 ‘entangled,’ based on 
plexus

 ‘interwoven,’ from the verb 
plectere

 .





perplexed

 
/pərˈplekst/





I.
 
adjective




completely baffled; very puzzled




•
 
she gave him a perplexed look.














II.
 
derivatives





perplexedly

 
/pərˈpleksədlē /






adverb





















perplexing

 
/pərˈpleksiNG/





I.
 
adjective




completely baffling; very puzzling




•
 
a perplexing problem.














II.
 
derivatives





perplexingly






adverb





















perplexity

 
/pərˈpleksədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
inability to deal with or understand something complicated or unaccountable




•
 
she paused in perplexity.










2.
 
(usu. 
perplexities

 )
 — a complicated or baffling situation or thing




•
 
the perplexities of international relations.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 an entangled state




•
 
the dense perplexity of dwarf palm, garlanded creepers, glossy undergrowth.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
perplexite

 or late Latin 
perplexitas

 , from Latin 
perplexus

 ‘entangled, confused’ (see perplex
 ).





per pro.

 
/ˌpər ˈprō/





I.
 
abbreviation




per procurationem (used when signing a letter on behalf of someone else; now usually abbreviated to 
pp

 ).











– origin

 Latin.





perp walk






noun




an act of walking into or out of a police station, courthouse, etc., that a person in police custody is made to perform for the benefit of the media.




•
 
scores of high-ranking executives have been subject to perp walks.




















perquisite

 
/ˈpərkwəzət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 another term for perk
 2
 .




2.
 


‹formal›

 a thing regarded as a special right or privilege enjoyed as a result of one's position




•
 
the wife of a president has all the perquisites of stardom.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹historical›

 a thing that has served its primary use and is then given to a subordinate or employee as a customary right.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
perquisitum

 ‘acquisition,’ from Latin 
perquirere

 ‘search diligently for,’ from 
per-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’ / 
usage:

 
Perquisite

 and 
prerequisite

 are sometimes confused. 
Perquisite

 usually means ‘an extra allowance or privilege’: he had all the perquisites of a movie star, including a stand-in. 
Prerequisite

 means ‘something required as a condition’: passing the examination was one of the prerequisites for a teaching position.





Perrault, Charles

 
/pəˈrō/






(1628–1703), French writer. He is noted for 
Mother Goose Tales

 (1697).









Perrier

 
/ˈperēˌyā /

 
Perrier water





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an effervescent natural mineral water sold as a drink.











– origin

 from the name of a spring at Vergèze, France, from which this water comes.





Perrin, Jean Baptiste

 
/ˈperən, peˈraN/






(1870–1942), French physical chemist. He provided the definitive proof of the existence of atoms, proved that cathode rays are negatively charged, and investigated Brownian motion. Nobel Prize for Physics (1926).









perron

 
/ˈperən pəˈrōn/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 an exterior set of steps and a platform at the main entrance to a large building such as a church or mansion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘large stone,’ from Latin 
petra

 ‘stone.’





perry

 
/ˈperē/





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic drink made from the fermented juice of pears.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pere

 , from an alteration of Latin 
pirum

 ‘pear.’





Perry, Fred

 
/ˈperē/






(1909–95), US tennis player, born in Britain; full name 
Frederick John Perry

 . His record of winning three consecutive singles titles at Wimbledon (1934–36) was unequaled until 1979 when it was broken by Björn Borg.









pers.






abbreviation



1.
 
person.




2.
 
personal.













per se

 
/ˌpər ˈsā/





I.
 
adverb




by or in itself or themselves; intrinsically




•
 
it is not these facts per se that are important.

















– origin

 Latin.





persecute

 
/ˈpərsəˌkyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (someone) to hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of their race or political or religious beliefs




•
 
his followers were persecuted by the authorities.










2.
 
harass or annoy (someone) persistently




•
 
Hilda was persecuted by some of the other girls.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
persecutor

 
/ˈpərsəˌkyo͞odər /






noun













2.
 
persecutory

 
/ˈpərsəkyəˌtôrē pərˈsekyəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
persecuter

 , from Latin 
persecut-

 ‘followed with hostility,’ from the verb 
persequi

 , from 
per-

 ‘through, utterly’ + 
sequi

 ‘follow, pursue.’





persecution

 
/ˌpərsəˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or political or religious beliefs




•
 
her family fled religious persecution.










2.
 
persistent annoyance or harassment




•
 
his persecution at the hands of other students.



















persecution complex






noun




an irrational and obsessive feeling or fear that one is the object of collective hostility or ill-treatment on the part of others.













Perseids

 
/ˈpərsēidz /

 

‹Astronomy›







an annual meteor shower radiating from a point in the constellation Perseus, reaching a peak about August 12.










Persephone

 
/pərˈsefənē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a goddess, the daughter of Zeus and Demeter.

Roman name Proserpina
 .





She was carried off by Hades and made queen of the underworld. Demeter, vainly seeking her, refused to let the earth produce its fruits until her daughter was restored to her, but because Persephone had eaten some pomegranate seeds in the other world, she was obliged to spend part of every year there. Her story symbolizes the return of spring and the life and growth of grain.





Persepolis

 
/pərˈsepələs/






a city in ancient Persia, northeast of Shiraz. It was founded in the late 6th century 
BC

 by Darius I as the ceremonial capital of Persia under the Achaemenid dynasty.









Perseus

 
/ˈpərsēəs/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the son of Zeus and Danae, a hero celebrated for many achievements. Riding the winged horse Pegasus, he cut off the head of the Gorgon Medusa and gave it to Athena; he also rescued and married Andromeda, and became king of Tiryns in Greece.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large northern constellation that includes a dense part of the Milky Way. It contains several star clusters and the variable star Algol.




III.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Persei

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Persei.















perseverance

 
/ˌpərsəˈvirəns/





I.
 
noun




steadfastness in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success




•
 
his 
perseverance with

 the technique illustrates his single-mindedness




•
 
medicine is a field that requires dedication and perseverance.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
perseverantia

 , from 
perseverant-

 ‘abiding by strictly,’ from the verb 
perseverare

 (see persevere
 ).





perseverate

 
/pərˈsevəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 repeat or prolong an action, thought, or utterance after the stimulus that prompted it has ceased.








II.
 
derivatives





perseveration

 
/pərˌsevəˈrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
perseverat-

 ‘strictly abided by,’ from the verb 
perseverare

 (see persevere
 ).






persevere

 
/ˌpərsəˈvir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
continue in a course of action even in the face of difficulty or with little or no prospect of success




•
 
his family 
persevered with

 his treatment.














II.
 
derivatives





perseveringly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
perseverer

 , from Latin 
perseverare

 ‘abide by strictly,’ from 
perseverus

 ‘very strict,’ from 
per-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
severus

 ‘severe.’





Pershing

 
Pershing missile





I.
 
noun




a US short-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile, capable of carrying a nuclear or conventional warhead.











– origin

 1950s: named after John J. 
Pershing

 (1860–1948), American general.





Pershing, John J.

 
/ˈpərSHiNG, -ZHiNG/






(1860–1948), US army officer; full name 
John Joseph Pershing

 ; known as 
Black Jack

 . His early military years included active duty in Cuba 1889, the Philippines 1899–1903, and Mexico 1916–17 before he became commander in chief of the American Expeditionary Force 1917–19 in World War I. His Meuse-Argonne offensive 1918 led to the final collapse of the German Army. He served as US Army chief of staff 1921–24.










Persia

 
/ˈpərZHə/






a former country in southwestern Asia, now called Iran. The ancient kingdom of Persia became the domain of the Achaemenid dynasty in the 6th century 
BC

 . Under Cyrus the Great, Persia became the center of a powerful empire that included western Asia, Egypt, and parts of eastern Europe; it was eventually overthrown by Alexander the Great in 330 
BC

 . The country was conquered by Muslim Arabs between 
AD

 633 and 651. It was renamed Iran in 1935.









Persian

 
/ˈpərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of ancient or modern Persia (or Iran), or a person of Persian descent.




2.
 
(also 
Persian cat

 )
 — a long-haired domestic cat of a breed originating in Persia, having a broad round head, stocky body, and short thick legs.




3.
 
the Iranian language of modern Iran, written in Arabic script.

Also called Farsi
 .




4.
 
an earlier form of Persian spoken in ancient or medieval Persia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to ancient Persia or modern Iran or its people or language.

Persian (or Farsi) is spoken by more than 30 million people in Iran, by about 5 million in Afghanistan (as Dari), and by another 2.2 million in Tajikistan (as Tajik). Old Persian, written in cuneiform and attested from the 6th century 
BC

 , was the language of the Persian empire, which once extended from the Mediterranean to India. In the 2nd century 
BC

 , the Persians created their own alphabet (Pahlavi), which was used until the Islamic conquest in the 7th century.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
persien

 , from Latin 
Persia

 , via Greek from Old Persian 
pārsa

 ‘Persia’ (modern Persian 
pārs

 , Arabic 
fārs

 ).





Persian carpet

 
Persian rug






noun




a carpet or rug woven in Iran in a traditional design incorporating stylized symbolic imagery, or made elsewhere in such a style.














Persian Gulf

 
/ˌpərZHən ˈɡəlf/






an arm of the Arabian Sea, to which it is connected by the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman. It extends northwest between the Arabian peninsula and the coast of southwestern Iran.

Also called Arabian Gulf
 ; informally the Gulf
 (see gulf
 ).









Persian Gulf War






noun




another name for Gulf War
 .













Persian lamb

 
/ˈpərZHən lam/






noun




a silky, tightly curled fur made from or resembling the fleece of a young karakul, used to make clothing.













Persian Wars





I.
 
the wars fought between Greece and Persia in the 5th century 
BC

 , in which the Persians sought to extend their rule over the Greek world.





The wars began in 490 
BC

 when Darius I sent an expedition to punish the Greeks for having supported the Ionian cities in their unsuccessful revolt against Persian rule; the Persians were defeated by a small force of Athenians at Marathon. Ten years later, Darius's son Xerxes I attempted an invasion. He devastated Attica, but Persian forces were defeated on land at Plataea and in a sea battle at Salamis (480 
BC

 ), and retreated. Intermittent war continued until peace was signed in 449 
BC

 .





persiflage

 
/ˈpərsəˌfläZH/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 light and slightly contemptuous mockery or banter.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
persifler

 ‘to banter,’ based on 
siffler

 ‘to whistle.’





persimmon

 
/pərˈsimən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible fruit that resembles a large tomato and has very sweet flesh.




2.
 
the tree that yields the persimmon, related to ebony.

[Genus 
Diospyros

 , family 
Ebenaceae

 : the North American 
D. virginiana

 , an evergreen with dark red fruit, and the 
Japanese persimmon

 (
D. kaki

 ), cultivated for its orange fruit.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of Virginia Algonquian 
pessemmins

 .





persist

 
/pərˈsist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
continue firmly or obstinately in an opinion or a course of action in spite of difficulty, opposition, or failure




•
 
the minority of drivers who 
persist in

 drinking




•
 
we are 
persisting with

 policies that will create jobs for the future.










2.
 
continue to exist; be prolonged




•
 
if the symptoms persist for more than a few days, contact your doctor.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
persistere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through, steadfastly’ + 
sistere

 ‘to stand.’





persistence

 
/pərˈsistəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
firm or obstinate continuance in a course of action in spite of difficulty or opposition




•
 
companies must have patience and persistence, but the rewards are there.










2.
 
the continued or prolonged existence of something




•
 
the persistence of huge environmental problems.














II.
 
derivatives





persistency

 
/pərˈsist(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
persistance

 , from the verb 
persister

 ; influenced in spelling by Latin 
persistent-

 ‘continuing steadfastly.’





persistent

 
/pərˈsist(ə)nt/






adjective



1.
 
continuing firmly or obstinately in a course of action in spite of difficulty or opposition




•
 
one of the government's most persistent critics.










2.
 
continuing to exist or endure over a prolonged period




•
 
persistent rain will affect many areas




•
 
persistent reports of human rights abuses by the military.










3.
 
(of a chemical or radioactivity) remaining within the environment for a long time after its introduction




•
 
PCBs are persistent environmental contaminants.










4.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a part of an animal or plant, such as a horn, leaf, etc.) remaining attached instead of falling off in the normal manner.













persistently

 
/pərˈsist(ə)ntlē/






adverb




in a persistent manner; continuously




•
 
the rules are persistently flouted




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
prices have remained persistently high.



















persistent organic pollutant






noun




a hazardous organic chemical compound that is resistant to biodegradation and thus remains in the environment for a long time.














persistent vegetative state






noun




a condition in which a medical patient is completely unresponsive to psychological and physical stimuli and displays no sign of higher brain function, being kept alive only by medical intervention.














persnickety

 
/pərˈsnikədē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 placing too much emphasis on trivial or minor details; fussy




•
 
persnickety gardeners




•
 
she's very 
persnickety about

 her food.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 requiring a particularly precise or careful approach




•
 
it's hard to find a film more persnickety and difficult to use than black-and-white infrared.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally Scots): of unknown origin.






person

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a human being regarded as an individual




•
 
the porter was the last person to see her




•
 
she is a person of astonishing energy.










2.
 
used in legal or formal contexts to refer to an unspecified individual




•
 
the entrance fee is $10.00 per person.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 with 
modifier

 ]
 — an individual characterized by a preference or liking for a specified thing




•
 
she's not a cat person.










4.
 
an individual's body




•
 
I have publicity photographs 
on my person

 at all times.










5.
 
a character in a play or story




•
 
his previous roles in the person of a fallible cop.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 a category used in the classification of pronouns, possessive determiners, and verb forms, according to whether they indicate the speaker , the addressee , or a third party .




7.
 


[Christian Theology]

 each of the three modes of being of God, namely the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit, who together constitute the Trinity.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be one's own person






do or be what one wishes or in accordance with one's own character rather than as influenced by others.









2.
 
in person






with the personal presence or action of the individual specified




•
 
he had to pick up his welfare check in person.















3.
 
in the person of






in the physical form of




•
 
trouble arrived in the person of a short, mustached Berliner.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
persone

 , from Latin 
persona

 ‘actor's mask, character in a play,’ later ‘human being.’ / 
usage:

 The words 
people

 and 
persons

 can both be used as the plural of 
person

 , but they are not used in exactly the same way. 
People

 is by far the more common of the two words and is used in most ordinary contexts: a group of 
people

 ; there were only about ten 
people

 ; several thousand 
people

 have been rehoused. 
Persons

 , on the other hand, tends now to be restricted to official or formal contexts, as in this vehicle is authorized to carry twenty 
persons

 ; no 
persons

 admitted without a pass. In some contexts, 
persons

 , by pointing to the individual, may sound less friendly than 
people

 : the number should not be disclosed to any unauthorized persons.





-person






combining form




used as a neutral alternative to 
-man

 in nouns denoting professional status, a position of authority, etc.




•
 
chairperson




•
 
salesperson




•
 
sportsperson.




















persona

 
/ˌpərˈsōnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the aspect of someone's character that is presented to or perceived by others




•
 
her public persona.







In psychology, often contrasted with anima
 .




2.
 
a role or character adopted by an author or an actor.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Latin, literally ‘mask, character played by an actor.’





personable

 
/ˈpərs(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having a pleasant appearance and manner.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
personableness






noun













2.
 
personably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















personage

 
/ˈpərsənij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person (often used to express their significance, importance, or elevated status)




•
 
it was no less a personage than the bishop.










2.
 
a character in a play or other work.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, reinforced by medieval Latin 
personagium

 ‘effigy.’ In early use the word was qualified by words such as 
honorable

 , 
eminent

 , but since the 19th cent. the notion “significant, notable” has been implied in the word itself.






persona grata

 
/pərˌsōnə ˈɡrädə/





I.
 
noun




a person, especially a diplomat, acceptable to certain others




•
 
I shall no longer be persona grata at the embassy.







Compare with persona non grata
 .











– origin

 Latin, from 
persona

 (see persona
 ) + 
grata

 , feminine of 
gratus

 ‘pleasing.’






personal

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, affecting, or belonging to a particular person rather than to anyone else




•
 
her personal fortune was recently estimated at $37 million.










2.
 
done or made by a particular person; involving the actual presence or action of a particular individual




•
 
the president and his wife made personal appearances for the re-election of the state governor.










3.
 
of or concerning one's private life, relationships, and emotions rather than matters connected with one's public or professional career




•
 
the book describes his acting career and gives little information about his personal life.










4.
 
referring to an individual's character, appearance, or private life, especially in a hostile or critical way




•
 
his personal remarks about Mr. Mellor's work ethic were unprofessional




•
 
you look like a drowned rat—nothing personal.










5.
 
of or relating to a person's body




•
 
personal hygiene.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 of or denoting one of the three persons.

See person
 (
sense

 2).




7.
 
existing as a self-aware entity, not as an abstraction or an impersonal force




•
 
he rejected the notion of a personal God.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an advertisement or message in the personal column of a newspaper; personal ad.




2.
 
(
personals

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for personal column
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
personalis

 ‘of a person,’ from 
persona

 (see person
 ).





personal ad

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ad/






noun






‹informal›

 a private advertisement or message placed in a newspaper, especially by someone searching for a romantic partner.













personal assistant

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l əˈsistənt/






noun




a secretary or administrative assistant working exclusively for one particular person.














personal best






noun




the best time or score ever achieved by an athlete in a particular event




•
 
she clocked two hours 24 minutes 59 seconds, breaking her own personal best of 2:29:53.




















personal column

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ˈkäləm/






noun

 — (usu. 
personal columns

 )


1.
 
a section of a newspaper devoted to personal ads.













personal computer

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l kəmˈpyo͞odər/






noun




a computer designed for use by one person at a time.













personal day






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a paid or unpaid day of leave from work for reasons other than illness or vacation, taken at the employee's discretion




•
 
the company allows employees to take up to three personal days each year.



















personal estate






noun






[Law]

 another term for personal property
 .













personal foul






noun






[Sports]

 a rule violation involving illegal contact, as (in basketball) touching a player who is in the act of shooting.













personal identification number

 
PIN






noun




a number allocated to an individual and used to validate electronic transactions.













personal information manager

 
PIM






noun




a computer program functioning as an address book, organizer, calendar, etc.













personal injury

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ˈinj(ə)rē/






noun






[Law]

 physical injury inflicted on a person's body, as opposed to damage to property or reputation.













personalism

 
/ˈpərsənəlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being personal, especially a theory or system based on subjective ideas or applications




•
 
his sculpture investigating pure form from which all expressive personalism was eliminated.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a system of thought that maintains the primacy of the human or divine person on the basis that reality has meaning only through the conscious mind.




3.
 
allegiance to a person, especially a political leader, rather than to a party or ideology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
personalist






noun













2.
 
personalistic

 
/ˌpərsənəlˈistik /






adjective






















personality

 
/ˌpərsəˈnalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the combination of characteristics or qualities that form an individual's distinctive character




•
 
she had a sunny personality that was very engaging




•
 


‹figurative›

 each brand of gin has its own personality




•
 
she has triumphed by sheer force of personality.










2.
 
qualities that make someone interesting or popular




•
 
she's always had loads of personality.










3.
 
a famous person, especially in entertainment or sports




•
 
an official opening by a famous personality.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the quality or fact of being a person as distinct from a thing or animal.




5.
 
(
personalities

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 disparaging remarks about an individual.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Old French 
personalite

 , from medieval Latin 
personalitas

 , from Latin 
personalis

 ‘of a person’ (see personal
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 18th cent.





personality cult

 
/ˌpərsnˈalədē kəlt/






noun




excessive public admiration for or devotion to a famous person, especially a political leader.













personality disorder

 
/ˌpərsnˈalədē diˈsôrdər/






noun






[Psychiatry]

 a deeply ingrained and maladaptive pattern of behavior of a specified kind, typically manifest by the time one reaches adolescence and causing long-term difficulties in personal relationships or in functioning in society.













personality inventory






noun




a type of questionnaire designed to reveal the respondent's personality traits.













personality type






noun






[Psychology]

 a collection of personality traits that are thought to occur together consistently, especially as determined by a certain pattern of responses to a personality inventory.













personalize

 
/ˈpərs(ə)nəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
design or produce (something) to meet someone's individual requirements




•
 
the wedding invitations will be personalized to your exact requirements.










2.
 
make (something) identifiable as belonging to a particular person, especially by marking it with their name or initials


(as 
adj.

 
personalized

 )


•
 
personalized license plates.










3.
 
cause (something, especially an issue, argument, or debate) to become concerned with personalities or feelings rather than with general or abstract matters




•
 
the mass media's tendency to personalize politics.










4.
 
(often 
be personalized

 )
 — personify (something, especially a deity or spirit)




•
 
evil spirits personalized in Satan.














II.
 
derivatives





personalization

 
/ˌpərs(ə)n(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌpərs(ə)nəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















personalized medicine






noun




a type of medical care in which treatment is customized for an individual patient




•
 
the promise is that low-cost gene sequencing will lead to a new era of personalized medicine.



















personally

 
/ˈpərs(ə)nəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
with the personal presence or action of the individual specified; in person




•
 
she stayed to thank O'Brien personally.










2.
 
used to indicate that a specified person and no other is involved in something




•
 
they had made conclusions without getting to know me personally




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he never forgave his father, holding him 
personally responsible

 for this betrayal.










3.
 
from someone's personal standpoint or according to their particular nature; in a subjective rather than an objective way




•
 
he had spoken personally and emotionally




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
personally, I think he made a very sensible move.










4.
 
with regard to one's personal and private rather than public or professional capacity




•
 
nothing had gone well personally or politically.














II.
 
phrases





take something personally






interpret a remark or action as directed against oneself and be upset or offended by it, even if that was not the speaker's intention




•
 
I took it personally when he yelled at the class.
























personal organizer

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ˈôrɡəˌnīzər/






noun



1.
 
a loose-leaf notebook consisting of separate sections including a calendar and pages for recording addresses and telephone numbers.




2.
 
a handheld computer having the function of a personal organizer.














personal pronoun

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ˈprōˌnoun/





I.
 
noun




each of the pronouns in English (
I

 , 
you

 , 
he

 , 
she

 , 
it

 , 
we

 , 
they

 , 
me

 , 
him

 , 
her

 , 
us

 , and 
them

 ) comprising a set that shows contrasts of person, gender, number, and case.











usage:

 The correct use of personal pronouns is one of the most debated topics of English usage. 
I

 , 
we

 , 
they

 , 
he

 , and 
she

 are 
subjective

 personal pronouns, which means they are used as the subject of the sentence, often coming before the verb (
she

 lives in Paris; 
we

 are leaving). 
Me

 , 
us

 , 
them

 , 
him

 , and 
her

 , on the other hand, are 
objective

 personal pronouns, which means that they are used as the object (i.e., they receive the action) of a verb or preposition (John likes 
me

 ; his father left 
him

 ; I did it for 
her

 ). This explains why it is not correct to say John and 
me

 went to the mall: the personal pronoun is in subject position, so it must be 
I

 , not 
me

 . Using the pronoun alone makes the incorrect use obvious: 
me

 went to the mall is clearly not acceptable. This analysis also explains why it is not correct to say he came with you and 
I

 : the personal pronoun is governed by a preposition (
with

 ) and is therefore objective, so it must be 
me

 , not 
I

 . Again, a simple test for correctness is to use the pronoun alone: he came with 
I

 is clearly not acceptable. See also usage at between
 .






personal property

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ˈpräpərdē/






noun






[Law]

 movable property; belongings exclusive of land and buildings.

Used in contrast to real property
 .













personal services






noun




used to refer collectively to commercial services, such as catering and cleaning, that supply the personal needs of customers.













personal shopper

 
/ˈpərs(ə)n(ə)l ˈSHäpər/






noun




an individual who is paid to help another to purchase goods, either by accompanying them while shopping or by shopping on their behalf.













personal space






noun




the physical space immediately surrounding someone, into which any encroachment feels threatening to or uncomfortable for them




•
 
he was invading her personal space.



















personal statement






noun




a written description of one's achievements, interests, etc., included as part of an application for a job or to an educational program




•
 
applicants must submit a resume and personal statement.



















personal stereo






noun




a small portable electronic device for playing music, used with lightweight headphones.













personal touch






noun




an element or feature contributed by someone to make something less impersonal




•
 
customers prefer to write the messages themselves for more of a personal touch.




















personalty

 
/ˈpərsənəltē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 personal, movable property.

Used in contrast to realty
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the legal phrase 
in the personalty

 ‘for damages’): from Anglo-Norman French 
personaltie

 , from medieval Latin 
personalitas

 (see personality
 ).






personal video recorder






noun




a device that records television programmes on to a hard disk and allows manipulation of programmes while they are being transmitted.













personal watercraft






noun




a small, jet-powered craft, resembling a snowmobile in appearance and ridden astraddle, for individual use on water.














persona non grata

 
/ˌpərˌsōnə ˌnän ˈɡrädə/





I.
 
noun




an unacceptable or unwelcome person




•
 
from now on, these yellow journalists can consider themselves personae non gratae.







Compare with persona grata
 .











– origin

 Latin, from 
persona

 (see persona
 ) + 
non

 ‘not’ + 
grata

 , feminine of 
gratus

 ‘pleasing.’





personate

 
/ˈpərsəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 play the part of (a character in a drama).




2.
 


‹formal›

 pretend to be (someone else), especially for fraudulent purposes, such as casting a vote in another person's name.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
personation

 
/ˌpərsnˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
personator

 
/ˈpərsnˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
personat-

 ‘represented by acting,’ from Latin 
persona

 ‘mask’ (see person
 ).





personhood

 
/ˈpərs(ə)nˌho͝od/






noun




the quality or condition of being an individual person.













personification

 
/pərˌsänəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to something nonhuman, or the representation of an abstract quality in human form.




2.
 
a figure intended to represent an abstract quality




•
 
the design on the franc shows Marianne, the personification of the French republic.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person, animal, or object regarded as representing or embodying a quality, concept, or thing




•
 
he was 
the

 very 
personification of

 British pluck and diplomacy.



















personify

 
/pərˈsänəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (a quality or concept) by a figure in human form




•
 
public pageants and dramas in which virtues and vices were personified.










2.
 
(usu. 
be personified

 )
 — attribute a personal nature or human characteristics to (something nonhuman)




•
 
in the poem, the oak trees are personified.










3.
 
represent or embody (a quality, concept, or thing) in a physical form




•
 
he fairly personifies trustworthiness.














II.
 
derivatives





personifier

 
/-ˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
personnifier

 , from 
personne

 ‘person.’






personnel

 
/ˌpərsəˈnel/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
people employed in an organization or engaged in an organized undertaking such as military service




•
 
many of the personnel involved require training




•
 
sales personnel.










2.
 
short for personnel department
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French (adjective used as a noun), contrasted with 
matériel

 ‘equipment or materials used in an organization or undertaking.’





personnel carrier

 
/ˈˌpərs(ə)nˈˌel ˈkerēər/






noun




another term for armored personnel carrier
 .














personnel department

 
/ˈˌpərs(ə)nˈˌel dəˈpärtmənt dēˈpärtmənt/






noun




the part of an organization concerned with the hiring, training, and welfare of employees.














person of color

 
man of color
 , woman of color





I.
 
noun




a person who is not white or of European parentage.











usage:

 The term 
person of color

 is first recorded at the end of the 18th century. It was revived in the 1990s as the recommended term to use in some official contexts, especially in US English, to refer to a person who is not white. The term is not common in general use, however, where terms such as 
nonwhite

 are still used. See also usage at black
 , colored
 , and nonwhite
 .





person-to-person

 
/ˈˌpərsn tə ˈpərsn/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
taking place directly between individuals


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
person-to-person transmission of the disease




•
 (also 
person to person

 )
 
making contact with him person to person.










2.
 
denoting a phone call made through the operator to a specified person and paid for from the time that person answers the phone.













perspective

 
/pərˈspektiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of drawing solid objects on a two-dimensional surface so as to give the right impression of their height, width, depth, and position in relation to each other when viewed from a particular point


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a perspective drawing.







See also linear perspective
 and aerial perspective
 .




2.
 
a picture drawn in perspective, especially one appearing to enlarge or extend the actual space, or to give the effect of distance.




3.
 
a view or prospect.




4.
 


[Geometry]

 the relation of two figures in the same plane, such that pairs of corresponding points lie on concurrent lines, and corresponding lines meet in collinear points.




5.
 
a particular attitude toward or way of regarding something; a point of view




•
 
most guidebook history is written from the editor's perspective.










6.
 
true understanding of the relative importance of things; a sense of proportion




•
 
we must keep a sense of perspective about what he's done.










7.
 
an apparent spatial distribution in perceived sound.








II.
 
phrases





in (or out of) perspective





a.
 
showing the right (or wrong) relationship between visible objects.




b.
 
correctly (or incorrectly) regarded in terms of relative importance




•
 
these expenses may seem high, but they need to be 
put into perspective

 .


















III.
 
derivatives





perspectival

 
/-tivəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘optics’): from medieval Latin 
perspectiva (ars

 ) ‘science of optics,’ from 
perspect-

 ‘looked at closely,’ from the verb 
perspicere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’





perspectivism

 
/pərˈspektəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that knowledge of a subject is inevitably partial and limited by the individual perspective from which it is viewed.

See also relativism
 .




2.
 
the practice of regarding and analyzing a situation or work of art from different points of view.








II.
 
derivatives





perspectivist






noun





















Perspex

 
/ˈpərspeks/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 solid transparent plastic made of polymethyl methacrylate (the same material as plexiglas or lucite).











– origin

 1930s: formed irregularly from Latin 
perspicere

 ‘look through,’ from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’





perspicacious

 
/ˌpərspəˈkāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having a ready insight into and understanding of things




•
 
it offers quite a few facts to the perspicacious reporter.














II.
 
derivatives





perspicaciously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
perspicax

 , 
perspicac-

 ‘seeing clearly’ + -acious
 .





perspicacity

 
/ˌpərspiˈkasədē/






noun




the quality of having a ready insight into things; shrewdness




•
 
the perspicacity of her remarks.



















perspicuous

 
/pərˈspikyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 (of an account or representation) clearly expressed and easily understood; lucid




•
 
it provides simpler and more perspicuous explanations than its rivals.










2.
 


‹formal›

 (of a person) able to give an account or express an idea clearly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perspicuity

 
/ˌpərspəˈkyo͞oədē /






noun













2.
 
perspicuously

 
/pərˈspikyo͞oəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘transparent’): from Latin 
perspicuus

 ‘transparent, clear’ (from the verb 
perspicere

 ‘look at closely’) + -ous
 .





perspiration

 
/ˌpərspəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of sweating




•
 
it causes perspiration and a rapid heartbeat.










2.
 
sweat




•
 
perspiration ran down his forehead.














II.
 
derivatives





perspiratory

 
/pərˈspīrəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from 
perspirer

 (see perspire
 ).






perspire

 
/pərˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give out sweat through the pores of the skin as the result of heat, physical exertion, or stress




•
 
Will was perspiring heavily.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
perspirer

 , from Latin 
perspirare

 , from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





persuadable

 
/pərˈswādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




easily persuaded; amenable




•
 
they need to identify the most persuadable voters.














II.
 
derivatives





persuadability

 
/-ˌswādəˈbilitē /






noun






















persuade

 
/pərˈswād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to do something through reasoning or argument




•
 
it wasn't easy, but I persuaded him to do the right thing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to believe something, especially after a sustained effort; convince




•
 
they must often be 
persuaded of

 the potential severity of their drinking problems




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
he did everything he could to persuade the police that he was the robber.










3.
 
(of a situation or event) provide a sound reason for (someone) to do something




•
 
the cost of the manor's restoration persuaded them to take in guests.














II.
 
derivatives





persuasible

 
/pərˈswāzəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
persuadere

 , from 
per-

 ‘through, to completion’ + 
suadere

 ‘advise.’ / 
usage:

 For a discussion of the difference between 
persuade

 and 
convince

 , see usage at convince
 .





persuader

 
/pərˈswādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who persuades someone to do something.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing used to compel submission or obedience, typically a gun or other weapon.













persuasion

 
/pərˈswāZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of persuading someone or of being persuaded to do or believe something




•
 
Monica needed plenty of persuasion before she actually left.










2.
 
a belief or set of beliefs, especially religious or political ones




•
 
writers of all political persuasions.










3.
 
a group or sect holding a particular religious belief




•
 
the village had two chapels for those of the Methodist persuasion.










4.
 


‹humorous›

 any group or type of person or thing linked by a specified characteristic, quality, or attribute




•
 
an ancient gas oven 
of the

 enamel 
persuasion

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
persuasio(n-)

 , from the verb 
persuadere

 (see persuade
 ).





persuasive

 
/pərˈswāsiv pərˈswāziv/





I.
 
adjective




good at persuading someone to do or believe something through reasoning or the use of temptation




•
 
an informative and persuasive speech.














II.
 
derivatives





persuasiveness

 
/pərˈswāsivnis pərˈswāzivnis /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
persuasif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
persuasivus

 , from 
persuas-

 ‘convinced by reasoning,’ from the verb 
persuadere

 (see persuade
 ).





persuasively

 
/pərˈswāsivlē pərˈswāzivlē/






adverb




in a persuasive or convincing manner




•
 
he argues persuasively against nationalism.




















pert

 
/pərt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a girl or young woman) attractively lively or cheeky




•
 
a pert Belgian actress.










2.
 
(of a young person or their speech or behavior) impudent




•
 
no need to be pert, miss.










3.
 
another term for peart
 .




4.
 
(of a bodily feature or garment) attractive because neat and jaunty




•
 
she had a pert nose and deep blue eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





pertly

 
/ˈpərtlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘manifest’): from Old French 
apert

 , from Latin 
apertus

 ‘opened,’ past participle of 
aperire

 , reinforced by Old French 
aspert

 , from Latin 
expertus

 (see expert
 ).





pert.






abbreviation




pertaining.














pertain

 
/pərˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be appropriate, related, or applicable




•
 
matters 
pertaining to

 the organization of government.










2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 belong to something as a part, appendage, or accessory




•
 
the premises, stock, and all assets 
pertaining to

 the business.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — be in effect or existence in a specified place or at a specified time




•
 
their economic circumstances are vastly different from those which pertained in their land of origin.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
partenir

 , from Latin 
pertinere

 ‘extend to, have reference to,’ from 
per-

 ‘through’ + 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’





Perth

 
/pərTH/






the capital of the state of Western Australia, in western Australia, on the Indian Ocean; pop. 1,602,559 (2008). Founded by the British in 1829, it developed rapidly after the discovery in 1890 of gold in the region and the opening in 1897 of the harbor at Fremantle.









Perth Amboy

 
/ˌpərTH ˈamboi/






a historic industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, on the Raritan River, across the Arthur Kill from Staten Island in New York; pop. 48,742 (est. 2008).









pertinacious

 
/ˌpərtnˈāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 holding firmly to an opinion or a course of action




•
 
he worked with a pertinacious resistance to interruptions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pertinaciously

 
/ˌpərtnˈāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
pertinaciousness

 
/ˌpərtnˈāSHəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
pertinacity

 
/ˌpərtnˈasədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pertinax

 , 
pertinac-

 ‘holding fast’ + -ous
 .





pertinent

 
/ˈpərtnənt/





I.
 
adjective




relevant or applicable to a particular matter; apposite




•
 
she asked me a lot of very pertinent questions




•
 
the unreleased section of tape was not 
pertinent to

 the investigation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pertinence

 
/ˈpərtnəns /






noun













2.
 
pertinency






noun













3.
 
pertinently

 
/ˈpərtnəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
pertinent-

 ‘having reference to,’ from the verb 
pertinere

 (see pertain
 ).





pertness

 
/ˈpərtnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being attractively neat and jaunty.




2.
 
impudence; cheek.














perturb

 
/pərˈtərb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) anxious or unsettled




•
 
they were perturbed by her capricious behavior




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
they were perturbed that the bank had begun switching some of its problem loans.










2.
 
subject (a system, moving object, or process) to an influence tending to alter its normal or regular state or path




•
 
nuclear weapons could be used to perturb the orbit of an asteroid.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
perturbable






adjective













2.
 
perturbative

 
/ˈpərtərˌbātiv, pərˈtərbətiv /






adjective





perturb
 (
sense

 2)













3.
 
perturbingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pertourber

 , from Latin 
perturbare

 , from 
per-

 ‘completely’ + 
turbare

 ‘disturb.’





perturbation

 
/ˌpərdərˈbāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
anxiety; mental uneasiness




•
 
she sensed her friend's perturbation.










2.
 
a cause of anxiety or uneasiness




•
 
Frank's atheism was more than a perturbation to Michael.










3.
 
a deviation of a system, moving object, or process from its regular or normal state of path, caused by an outside influence




•
 
some minor perturbation in his house's cash flow.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a minor deviation in the course of a celestial body, caused by the gravitational attraction of a neighboring body.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
perturbatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
perturbare

 ‘disturb greatly’ (see perturb
 ).





perturbed

 
/pərˈtərbd/






adjective




anxious or unsettled; upset




•
 
she didn't seem perturbed about the noises around her.




















pertussis

 
/pərˈtəsəs/





I.
 
noun




medical term for whooping cough
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from per-
 ‘away, extremely’ + Latin 
tussis

 ‘a cough.’





Peru

 
/pəˈro͞o/







1.
 
a country in South America on the Pacific coast, crossed throughout its length by the Andes; pop. 29,547,000 (est. 2009); capital, Lima; languages, Spanish and Quechua.





The center of the Inca empire, Peru was conquered by the Spanish conquistador Pizarro in 1532. Liberated by Simón Bolívar and José de San Martín in 1820–24, a republic was established. It lost territory in the south in a war with Chile 1879–83 and also had border disputes with Colombia and Ecuador in the 1930s and 1940s. Peru was troubled by revolutionary guerrilla and terrorist activity in the 1980s and 1990s.









Perugia

 
/pəˈro͞ojə/






a city in central Italy, the capital of Umbria; pop. 165,207 (2008).










peruke

 
/pəˈro͞ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
archaic term for periwig
 .




2.
 
archaic term for wig
 1
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a natural head of hair): from French 
perruque

 , from Italian 
perrucca

 , of unknown origin.





perusal

 
/pəˈro͞ozəl/






noun






‹formal›

 the action of reading or examining something




•
 
I continued my perusal of the instructions




•
 
a quick perusal of the index to the book reveals an interesting fact.



















peruse

 
/pəˈro͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 read (something), typically in a thorough or careful way




•
 
he has spent countless hours in libraries perusing art history books and catalogues.










2.
 


‹formal›

 examine carefully or at length




•
 
Laura perused a Caravaggio.














II.
 
derivatives





peruser






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘use up, wear out’): perhaps from per-
 ‘thoroughly’ + use
 , but compare with Anglo-Norman French 
peruser

 ‘examine.’ / 
usage:

 Note that 
peruse

 means ‘read,’ typically with an implication of thoroughness and care. It does not mean ‘read through quickly; glance over,’ as in documents will be 
perused

 rather than analyzed thoroughly.





Peruvian

 
/pəˈro͞ovēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Peru or its people




•
 
filming at high altitude in the Peruvian Andes wasn't always much fun




•
 
the chef is Peruvian.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Peru, or a person of Peruvian descent




•
 
the report leaves Peruvians with much to dwell on.



















Peruvian bark

 
/pəˌro͞ovēən ˈbärk/






noun




cinchona bark.














Peruvian Current






a cold ocean current that moves north from the Antarctic Ocean along the Pacific coast of Chile and Peru before turning west into the South Equatorial Current.










perv

 
/pərv /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a sexual pervert.











– origin

 1940s (originally Australian): abbreviation of the noun pervert
 .





pervade

 
/pərˈvād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a smell) spread through and be perceived in every part of




•
 
a smell of stale cabbage pervaded the air.










2.
 
(of an influence, feeling, or quality) be present and apparent throughout




•
 
the sense of crisis that pervaded Europe in the 1930s.














II.
 
derivatives





pervasion

 
/pərˈvāZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (also in the sense ‘traverse’): from Latin 
pervadere

 , from 
per-

 ‘throughout’ + 
vadere

 ‘go.’





pervasive

 
/pərˈvāsiv/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an unwelcome influence or physical effect) spreading widely throughout an area or a group of people




•
 
ageism is pervasive and entrenched in our society.














II.
 
derivatives





pervasively

 
/pərˈvāsivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
pervas-

 ‘passed through’ (from the verb 
pervadere

 ) + -ive
 .





pervasiveness

 
/pərˈvāsivnəs/






noun




the quality of spreading widely or being present throughout an area or a group of people




•
 
the pervasiveness of violence on television.



















perverse

 
/pərˈvərs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their actions) showing a deliberate and obstinate desire to behave in a way that is unreasonable or unacceptable, often in spite of the consequences




•
 
Kate's perverse decision not to cooperate.










2.
 
contrary to the accepted or expected standard or practice




•
 
in two general elections the outcome was quite perverse.










3.
 


[Law]

 (of a verdict) against the weight of evidence or the direction of the judge on a point of law.




4.
 
sexually perverted.








II.
 
derivatives





perverseness

 
/pərˈvərsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘turned away from what is right or good’): from Old French 
pervers(e

 ), from Latin 
perversus

 ‘turned around,’ from the verb 
pervertere

 (see pervert
 ).





perversely

 
/pərˈvərslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows a deliberate and obstinate desire to behave in an unreasonable or unacceptable manner




•
 
the group perversely refused to tour until well past their peak




•
 
the minister had acted perversely in failing to publish the report.










2.
 
in a manner contrary to what is expected or accepted


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
he was perversely proud of his parochial background




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
perhaps perversely, it was his niceness that turned some people against him.



















perversion

 
/pərˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the alteration of something from its original course, meaning, or state to a distortion or corruption of what was first intended




•
 
all great evil is the perversion of a good




•
 
a scandalous perversion of the law.










2.
 
sexual behavior or desire that is considered abnormal or unacceptable.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
perversio(n-)

 , from the verb 
pervertere

 ‘turn around’ (see pervert
 ).





perversity

 
/pərˈvərsədē/






noun



1.
 
a deliberate desire to behave in an unreasonable or unacceptable way; contrariness




•
 
they responded with typical perversity.










2.
 
the quality of being contrary to accepted standards or practice




•
 
the perversity of being able to carry a gun but not purchase a drink.










3.
 
the quality of being sexually perverted.














pervert





I.
 
verb

 — 
/pərˈvərt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter (something) from its original course, meaning, or state to a distortion or corruption of what was first intended




•
 
he was charged with conspiring to pervert the course of justice.










2.
 
lead (someone) away from what is considered right, natural, or acceptable




•
 
Hector is a man who is simply perverted by his time.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpərvərt /



1.
 
a person whose sexual behavior is regarded as abnormal and unacceptable.








III.
 
derivatives





perverter

 
/pərˈvərdər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
pervertir

 , from Latin 
pervertere

 , from 
per-

 ‘thoroughly, to ill effect’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’ The current noun sense dates from the late 19th cent.





perverted

 
/pərˈvərdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their actions) characterized by sexually abnormal and unacceptable practices or tendencies




•
 
he whispered perverted obscenities.










2.
 
(of a thing) having been corrupted or distorted from its original course, meaning, or state




•
 
this sudden surge of perverted patriotism.














II.
 
derivatives





pervertedly

 
/pərˈvərdədlē /






adverb





















pervious

 
/ˈpərvēəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) allowing water to pass through; permeable




•
 
pervious rocks.














II.
 
derivatives





perviousness

 
/ˈpərvēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pervius

 ‘having a passage through’ (based on 
via

 ‘way’) + -ous
 .





pervo

 
/ˈpərˌvō/






noun




variant of perv
 .













pes

 
/pēs, pās/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 the human foot, or the corresponding terminal segment of the hind limb of a vertebrate animal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘foot.’





Pesach

 
/ˈpāsäk/





I.
 
noun




Jewish term for the Passover festival.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
Pesaḥ

 .





pescatarian

 
/ˌpeskəˈterēən /

 
pescetarian





I.
 
noun




a person who does not eat meat but does eat fish.











– origin

 1990s: from Italian 
pesce

 ‘fish,’ on the pattern of 
vegetarian

 .





Pesci, Joe

 
/ˈpeSHē/






(1943–), US actor; full name 
Joseph Frank Pesci

 . His movies incude 
Raging Bull

 (1980), 
Goodfellas

 (1990), 
Home Alone

 (1990), 
My Cousin Vinny

 (1992), 
Casino

 (1995), and 
Gone Fishin'

 (1997).









peseta

 
/pəˈsādə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Spain (until replaced by the euro), equal to 100 centimos.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a silver coin.











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of 
pesa

 ‘weight,’ from Latin 
pensa

 ‘things weighed,’ from the verb 
pendere

 ‘weigh.’





pesewa

 
/pāˈsāwä/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Ghana, equal to one hundredth of a cedi.











– origin

 Akan, literally ‘penny.’





Peshawar

 
/pəˈSHäwər/






the capital of North-West Frontier Province, in northwestern Pakistan; pop. 1,390,900 (est. 2009). Situated near the Khyber Pass on the border with Afghanistan, it is of strategic and military importance.









Peshitta

 
/pəˈSHēdə /

 
Peshito





I.
 
noun




the ancient Syriac version of the Bible, used in Syriac-speaking Christian countries from the early 5th century and still the official Bible of the Syrian Christian Churches.











– origin

 Syriac, literally ‘simple, plain.’





peshmerga

 
/peSHˈmərɡə/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Kurdish nationalist guerrilla organization.











– origin

 from Kurdish 
pêshmerge

 , from 
pêsh

 ‘before’ + 
merg

 ‘death.’





pesky

 
/ˈpeskē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 causing trouble; annoying




•
 
pesky mosquitoes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
peskily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
peskiness

 
/-kēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps related to pest
 .






peso

 
/ˈpāsō/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Mexico, several other Latin American countries, and the Philippines, equal to 100 centésimos in Uruguay and 100 centavos elsewhere.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘weight,’ from Latin 
pensum

 ‘something weighed,’ from the verb 
pendere

 ‘weigh.’





pessary

 
/ˈpesərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small soluble block that is inserted into the vagina to treat infection or as a contraceptive.




2.
 
an elastic or rigid device that is inserted into the vagina to support the uterus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
pessarium

 , based on Greek 
pessos

 ‘oval stone’ (used in board games).





pessimism

 
/ˈpesəˌmizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tendency to see the worst aspect of things or believe that the worst will happen; a lack of hope or confidence in the future




•
 
the dispute cast an air of deep pessimism over the future of the peace talks.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a belief that this world is as bad as it could be or that evil will ultimately prevail over good.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
pessimus

 ‘worst,’ on the pattern of 
optimism

 .





pessimist

 
/ˈpesəməst/






noun



1.
 
a person who tends to see the worst aspect of things or believe that the worst will happen




•
 
the pessimists point to ways in which life has deteriorated.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes that this world is as bad as it could be or that evil will ultimately prevail over good




•
 
he finds solace in the writings of pessimist philosophers.



















pessimistic

 
/ˌpesəˈmistik/





I.
 
adjective




tending to see the worst aspect of things or believe that the worst will happen




•
 
he was pessimistic about the prospects.














II.
 
derivatives





pessimistically






adverb






















pest

 
/pest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a destructive insect or other animal that attacks crops, food, livestock, etc.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an annoying person or thing; a nuisance.




3.
 
(
the pest

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 bubonic plague.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the bubonic plague): from French 
peste

 or Latin 
pestis

 ‘plague.’





pester

 
/ˈpestər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trouble or annoy (someone) with frequent or persistent requests or interruptions




•
 
she constantly pestered him with telephone calls.














II.
 
derivatives





pesterer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the senses ‘overcrowd (a place)’ and ‘impede (a person)’): from French 
empestrer

 ‘encumber,’ influenced by pest
 . The current sense is an extension of an earlier use, ‘infest,’ referring to vermin.





pester power






noun






‹informal›

 the ability of children to nag adults, especially to influence their parents to make certain purchases




•
 
advertisers encourage the use of pester power, especially at Christmas.



















pesthouse

 
/ˈpestˌhous/






noun






‹historical›

 a hospital for people suffering from infectious diseases, especially the plague.













pesticide

 
/ˈpestəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a substance used for destroying insects or other organisms harmful to cultivated plants or to animals.








II.
 
derivatives





pesticidal

 
/ˌpestəˈsīdl /






adjective





















pesticide-free






adjective



1.
 
(of a method of farming or cultivation) not involving the use of artificial pesticides




•
 
learn more about pesticide-free gardening.










2.
 
(of a product, especially food or drink) produced without the use of artificial pesticides




•
 
fresh and pesticide-free fruits and vegetables are key.



















pestiferous

 
/peˈstifərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 harboring infection and disease




•
 
the pestiferous area around the prison.










2.
 


‹literary›

 
‹humorous›

 constituting a pest or nuisance; annoying




•
 
that pestiferous nephew of yours.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘morally corrupting’): from Latin 
pestifer

 ‘bringing pestilence’ + -ous
 .





pestilence

 
/ˈpestələns/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a fatal epidemic disease, especially bubonic plague.











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting something morally corrupting): from Old French, from Latin 
pestilentia

 , based on 
pestis

 ‘a plague.’





pestilent

 
/ˈpestələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
destructive to life; deadly




•
 
pestilent diseases.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 causing annoyance; troublesome




•
 
he regarded journalists as a pestilent race.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 harmful or dangerous to morals or public order; pernicious




•
 
the pestilent sect of Luther.














II.
 
derivatives





pestilently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pestilens

 , 
pestilent-

 ‘unhealthy, destructive,’ from 
pestis

 ‘plague.’





pestilential

 
/ˌpestəˈlen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
harmful or destructive to crops or livestock




•
 
these pestilential lichens flourish only in unpolluted air.










2.
 


‹dated›

 of, relating to, or tending to cause infectious diseases




•
 
you shouldn't be out on a pestilential night like this.










3.
 


‹informal›

 annoying




•
 
what a pestilential man!














II.
 
derivatives





pestilentially






adverb





















pestle

 
/ˈpestl ˈpesəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy tool with a rounded end, used for crushing and grinding substances such as spices or drugs, usually in a mortar.




2.
 
a mechanical device for grinding, pounding, or stamping something.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crush or grind (a substance such as a spice or drug) with a pestle




•
 
she measured seeds into the mortar and pestled them to powder.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pestel

 , from Latin 
pistillum

 , from 
pist-

 ‘pounded,’ from the verb 
pinsere

 .





pesto

 
/ˈpestō/





I.
 
noun




a sauce of crushed basil leaves, pine nuts, garlic, Parmesan cheese, and olive oil, typically served with pasta.











– origin

 Italian, from 
pestare

 ‘pound, crush.’





pet1


 
/pet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domestic or tamed animal kept for companionship or pleasure




•
 
the pony was a family pet




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a pet cat.










2.
 
a person treated with special favor, especially in a way that others regard as unfair




•
 
Liz was teacher's pet




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his pet performer was Hollander.










3.
 
used as an affectionate form of address




•
 
don't cry, pet, it's all right.














II.
 
adjective




denoting a thing that one devotes special attention to or feels particularly strongly about




•
 
another of her pet projects was the arts center




•
 
my pet hate is bad telephone manners.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stroke or pat (an animal) affectionately




•
 
the cats came to be petted.










2.
 
treat (someone) with affection or favoritism; pamper




•
 
I was cosseted and petted and never shouted at.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in sexually stimulating caressing and touching




•
 
couples necking and petting in the cars.














IV.
 
derivatives





petter






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun; originally Scots and northern English): of unknown origin.





pet2


 
/pet/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a fit of sulking or ill humor




•
 
Mother's 
in a pet

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





PET

 
/pet/






abbreviation



1.
 
polyethylene terephthalate.




2.
 
positron emission tomography, used especially for brain scans.













Pet.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Peter.













PETA

 
/ˈpēdə/






abbreviation




People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals.













peta-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 1015
 (one thousand million million)




•
 
petabytes.

















– origin

 from 
pe(n)ta-

 (see penta-
 ), based on the supposed analogy of 
tera-

 and 
tetra-

 .





petabyte

 
/ˈpedəˌbīt /

 
PB






noun






[Computing]

 250
 bytes; 1024 terabytes, or a million gigabytes.













petaflop

 
/ˈpedəˌfläp/






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of computing speed equal to one thousand million million (1015
 ) floating-point operations per second.













Pétain, Philippe

 
/peˈten, pāˈtaN/






(1856–1951), French general and statesman; head of state 1940–44; full name 
Henri Philippe Omer Pétain

 . In 1940, he established the French government at Vichy (effectively a puppet regime for the Third Reich) until the German occupation in 1942. After the war, his death sentence for collaboration was commuted to life imprisonment.









petal

 
/ˈpedl/





I.
 
noun




each of the segments of the corolla of a flower, which are modified leaves and are typically colored.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
petaline

 
/ˈpetlˌīn, -in /






adjective













2.
 
petaled

 
/ˈpedld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
pink-petaled trailing phlox



















3.
 
petallike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













4.
 
petaloid

 
/-ˌoid /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
petalum

 (in late Latin ‘metal plate’), from Greek 
petalon

 ‘leaf,’ neuter (used as a noun) of 
petalos

 ‘outspread.’





Petaluma

 
/ˌpedəˈlo͞omə/






a city in northwestern California, north of San Francisco; pop. 54,666 (est. 2008).









pétanque

 
/pāˈtäNGk/





I.
 
noun




a lawn game similar to boules, played chiefly in Provence.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
pèd tanco

 , literally ‘foot fixed (to the ground),’ describing the start position.






petard

 
/pəˈtärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small bomb made of a metal or wooden box filled with powder, used to blast down a door or to make a hole in a wall.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a kind of firework that explodes with a sharp report.








II.
 
phrases





hoist with (or by) one's own petard






have one's plans to cause trouble for others backfire on one.

[from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 (
III

 . iv. 207); 
hoist

 is in the sense ‘lifted and removed,’ past participle of dialect 
hoise

 (see hoist
 ).]















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
pétard

 , from 
péter

 ‘break wind.’





petasus

 
/ˈpedəsəs /

 
petasos





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hat with a low crown and broad brim, worn in ancient Greece.




2.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a winged petasus worn by the god Hermes.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
petasos

 .





petawatt

 
/ˈpedəˌwät/






noun




a quadrillion (1015
 ) watts




•
 
each year warm-core eddies shed southward the equivalent of about 0.3 petawatt of power.



















petcock

 
/ˈpetkäk/






noun




a small valve, especially in the pipe of a steam boiler or cylinder of a steam engine for drainage or testing.













petechia

 
/pəˈtēkēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small red or purple spot caused by bleeding into the skin.








II.
 
derivatives





petechial

 
/-kēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Italian 
petecchia

 , denoting a freckle or spot on the face, from Latin 
petigo

 ‘scab, eruption.’





peter1


 
/ˈpēdər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decrease or fade gradually before coming to an end




•
 
the storm had 
petered out

 .

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





peter2


 
/ˈpēdər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a man's penis.











– origin

 late Middle English: from the given name 
Peter

 , applied in many transferred uses. The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





Peter

 
/ˈpēdər/






noun




either of two books of the New Testament, epistles ascribed to St. Peter.














Peter, St.






an apostle; born 
Simon

 . Peter (“stone”) is the name given him by Jesus, signifying the rock on which he would establish his church. He is regarded by Roman Catholics as the first bishop of the Church at Rome, where he is said to have been martyred 
c.

 
AD

 67 and is often represented as the keeper of the door of heaven. Feast day, June 29.









Peter I






(1672–1725), tsar of Russia 1682–1725; known as 
Peter the Great

 . Peter modernized his armed forces and expanded his territory in the Baltic. His extensive administrative reforms were instrumental in transforming Russia into a significant European power. In 1703, he made the new city of St. Petersburg his capital.









Peterborough

 
/ˈpēdərˌbərō/






an industrial city in east central England; pop. 153,000 (est. 2009).









peterman

 
/ˈpēdərmən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a safecracker.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from slang 
peter

 ‘a trunk or safe’ + man
 .





Peter Pan

 
/ˌpēdər ˈpan/





I.
 
the hero of J. M. Barrie's play of the same name (1904), a boy with magical powers who never grew up.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Peter Pan

 )
 — a person, especially a male who retains youthful features, or who is immature.









Peter Pan collar






noun




a flat collar with rounded ends that meet at the front.













Peter Principle

 
/ˈpēdər ˈprinsəpəl/





I.
 
the principle that members of a hierarchy are promoted until they reach the level at which they are no longer competent.







– origin

 1960s: named after Laurence J. 
Peter

 (1919–90), the American educationalist who put forward the theory.





Petersburg

 
/ˈpēdərzˌbərɡ/






an industrial and commercial city in southeastern Virginia, south of Richmond, scene of heavy fighting during the Civil War; pop. 32,916 (est. 2008).









petersham

 
/ˈpēdəˌrSHam/





I.
 
noun




a corded tape used for stiffening, especially in the making of belts and hatbands.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Lord 
Petersham

 (1790–1851), English army officer.





Peterson, Oscar

 
/ˈpētərsən/






(1925–2007), Canadian jazz pianist and composer; full name 
Oscar Emmanuel Peterson

 . He often appeared with Ella Fitzgerald.









Peterson, Roger Tory






(1908–96), US ornithologist and artist. Peterson produced his first book for identifying birds in the field in 1934, introducing the concept of illustrating similar birds in similar postures with their differences highlighted. The format of his work has become the standard in field guides.









Peter's pence





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an annual tax of one penny from every English householder having land of a certain value, paid to the papal see at Rome from Anglo-Saxon times until it was discontinued in 1534 after Henry VIII's break with Rome.




2.
 
a voluntary payment by Roman Catholics to the papal treasury, made since 1860.











– origin

 named after St. 
Peter

 , the first pope (see Peter, St.
 ).





Peters projection





I.
 
a world map projection in which areas are shown in correct proportion at the expense of distorted shape, using a rectangular decimal grid to replace latitude and longitude. It was devised in 1973 to be a fairer representation of equatorial (i.e., mainly developing) countries, whose area is underrepresented by the usual projections such as Mercator's.







– origin

 named after Arno 
Peters

 (1916–2002), German historian.





Peter the Hermit






(
c.

 1050–1115), French monk. His preaching on the First Crusade rallied thousands of peasants throughout Europe to journey to the Holy Land.









pétillant

 
/ˌpādiˈyän/





I.
 
adjective




(of wine) slightly sparkling.











– origin

 French.





petiole

 
/ˈpedēˌōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the stalk that joins a leaf to a stem; leafstalk.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a slender stalk between two structures, especially that between the abdomen and thorax of a wasp or ant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
petiolar

 
/ˌpēdēˈōlər /






adjective













2.
 
petiolate

 
/ˌpēdēˈōlət ˈpēdēəˌlāt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
pétiole

 , from Latin 
petiolus

 ‘little foot, stalk.’





Petipa, Marius

 
/ˈpetēˌpä, pətēˈpä/






(1818–1910), French ballet dancer and choreographer, resident in Russia from 1847; full name 
Marius Ivanovich Petipa

 . He choreographed more than 50 ballets, working with Tchaikovsky on 
Sleeping Beauty

 (1890) and 
The Nutcracker

 (1892).










petit

 
/ˈpedē/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 (of a crime) petty




•
 
petit larceny.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘small or insignificant’): from Old French, ‘small’; the same word as petty
 , with retention of the French spelling.





petit battement

 
/pəˌtē batˈmäN/






noun






[Ballet]

 a movement in which one leg is extended and lightly moved forward and backward from the ankle of the supporting leg.














petit bourgeois

 
/ˌpedē ˈbo͝orZHwä pəˌtē bo͝orˈZHwä/





I.
 
adjective




of or characteristic of the lower middle class, especially with reference to a perceived conventionalism and conservatism




•
 
the frail facade of petit bourgeois respectability.














II.
 
noun




a member of the lower middle class, especially when perceived as conventional and conservative.











– origin

 French, literally ‘little citizen.’





petite

 
/pəˈtēt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman) having a small and attractively dainty build




•
 
she was petite and vivacious.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, feminine of 
petit

 ‘small.’






petite bourgeoisie

 
/pəˌtēt bo͝orZHwäˈzē /

 
petit bourgeoisie





I.
 
noun

 — (
the petite bourgeoisie

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the lower middle class.











– origin

 French, literally ‘lesser citizenry.’





petit four

 
/ˌpedē ˈfôr/





I.
 
noun




a very small fancy cake, cookie, or confection, typically made with marzipan and traditionally served after a meal.











– origin

 French, literally ‘little oven.’





petition

 
/pəˈtiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal written request, typically one signed by many people, appealing to authority with respect to a particular cause




•
 
she was asked to sign a petition against plans to build on the local playing fields.










2.
 
an appeal or request, especially a solemn or humble one to a deity or a superior.




3.
 


[Law]

 an application to a court for a writ, judicial action in a suit, etc.




•
 
a divorce petition.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or present a formal request to (an authority) with respect to a particular cause




•
 
Americans who moved west 
petitioned

 Congress 
for

 admission to the Union as states




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
leaders petitioned the government to hold free elections soon.










2.
 
make a solemn or humble appeal to (a figure of authority)




•
 
Russell 
petitioned

 her father 
for

 her hand in marriage.










3.
 


[Law]

 make a formal application to (a court) for a writ, judicial action in a suit, etc.




•
 
the custodial parent 
petitioned

 the court 
for

 payment of the arrears




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the process allows both spouses to jointly 
petition for

 divorce.














III.
 
derivatives





petitionary

 
/pəˈtiSHəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
petitio(n-)

 , from 
petit-

 ‘aimed at, sought, laid claim to,’ from the verb 
petere

 .





petitioner

 
/pəˈtiSH(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
a person who presents a petition to an authority in respect of a particular cause




•
 
petitioners gathered about 70,000 signatures for the initiative.










2.
 


[Law]

 a person who makes a formal application to a court for a writ, judicial action in a suit, etc.




•
 
the claim by the petitioner for spousal support is dismissed.



















petitio principii

 
/pəˌtiSHēō prinˈsipēˌī/





I.
 
noun






[Logic]

 a fallacy in which a conclusion is taken for granted in the premises; begging the question.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘laying claim to a principle.’






petit jeté

 
/pəˌtē ZHəˈtā/






noun






[Ballet]

 a jump in which a dancer brushes one leg out to the side in the air then brings it back in again and lands on it with the other leg lifted and bent behind the body.














petit mal

 
/ˌpedē ˈmäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mild form of epilepsy characterized by brief spells of unconsciousness without loss of posture.

Compare with grand mal
 .




2.
 
a petit mal epileptic fit.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘little sickness.’





petit point

 
/ˈpedē ˌpoint/





I.
 
noun




a type of embroidery on canvas, consisting of small, diagonal, adjacent stitches.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘little stitch.’





petits pois

 
/ˌpedē ˈpwä/





I.
 
plural noun




young peas that are picked before they are grown to full size; small, fine peas.











– origin

 French, literally ‘small peas.’





pet name

 
/ˈpet ˌnām/






noun




a name that is used instead of someone's usual first name to express fondness or familiarity.













pet passport






noun




a document certifying an animal's identity, health, and vaccination status, enabling it to be taken to and from certain countries without the need for a period of quarantine.













pet peeve






noun






‹informal›

 something that a particular person finds especially annoying




•
 
one of my biggest pet peeves is poor customer service.



















petr.






abbreviation




petrology.













Petra

 
/ˈpetrə, ˈpē-/






an ancient city in southwestern Asia, in present-day Jordan. The city is accessible only through narrow gorges. Its extensive ruins include temples and tombs hewn from the rose-red sandstone cliffs.









Petrarch

 
/ˈpeträrk/






(1304–74), Italian poet; Italian name 
Francesco Petrarca

 . His reputation is chiefly based on the 
Canzoniere

 (
c.

 1351–53), a sonnet sequence in praise of a woman he calls Laura. He was also an important figure in the rediscovery of Greek and Latin literature.









Petrarchan

 
/pəˈträrkən/






adjective




denoting a sonnet of the kind used by the Italian poet Petrarch, with an octave rhyming 
abbaabba

 , and a sestet typically rhyming 
cdcdcd

 or 
cdecde

 .














petrel

 
/ˈpetrəl/





I.
 
noun




a seabird related to the shearwaters, typically flying far from land.

[Order 
Procellariiformes

 , in particular the families 
Procellariidae

 (e.g., the 
giant petrel

 and 
pintado petrel

 ) or 
Hydrobatidae

 (the 
storm petrels

 ). See also diving petrel
 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: associated with St. Peter, from the bird's habit of flying low with legs dangling, giving the appearance of walking on the water (see Matt. 14:30).





petrichor

 
/ˈpeˌtrīkôr/





I.
 
noun




a pleasant smell that frequently accompanies the first rain after a long period of warm, dry weather.




•
 
other than the petrichor emanating from the rapidly drying grass, there was not a trace of evidence that it had rained at all.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of petro-
 ‘relating to rocks’ (the smell is believed to be caused by a liquid mixture of organic compounds that collects in the ground) and ichor
 .





petri dish

 
/ˈpētrē ˌdiSH/





I.
 
noun




a shallow, circular, transparent dish with a flat lid, used for the culture of microorganisms.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Julius R. 
Petri

 (1852–1922), German bacteriologist.





Petrie, Sir Flinders

 
/ˈpetrē, ˈpētrē/






(1853–1942), English archaeologist and Egyptologist; full name 
William Matthew Flinders Petrie

 . He began excavating the Great Pyramid in 1880. He established the system of sequence dating by which sites are excavated layer by layer and historical chronology is determined by the dating of artifacts found 
in situ

 .









petrifaction

 
/ˌpetrəˈfakSHən/






noun




another term for petrification
 .














petrification

 
/ˌpetrəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process by which organic matter exposed to minerals over a long period is turned into a stony substance.




2.
 
a state of extreme fear, making someone unable to move




•
 
his heavy footfalls served to spur Paul out of his petrification.










3.
 
an organic object that has been turned to stone.













petrified

 
/ˈpetrəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
so frightened that one is unable to move; terrified




•
 
the petrified child clung to her mother.










2.
 
(of organic matter) changed into a stony substance; ossified




•
 
petrified wood.



















Petrified Forest






a highland area in east central Arizona, noted for its agates and plant fossils, now a national park.









petrify

 
/ˈpetrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) so frightened that they are unable to move or think




•
 
his icy controlled quietness petrified her.










2.
 
change (organic matter) into a stony concretion by encrusting or replacing its original substance with a calcareous, siliceous, or other mineral deposit.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
pétrifier

 , from medieval Latin 
petrificare

 , from Latin 
petra

 ‘rock,’ from Greek.





Petrine

 
/ˈpētrīn/






adjective



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 of or relating to St. Peter or his writings or teachings.




2.
 
of or relating to the authority of the pope over the Church, in his role as the successor of St. Peter.




3.
 
of or relating to Peter I of Russia




•
 
the Petrine reforms of the early 18th century.



















petrissage

 
/ˌpetriˈsäZH/





I.
 
noun




a massage technique that involves kneading the body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French 
pétrissage

 , from 
pétrir

 ‘to knead.’






petro-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of rock; relating to rocks




•
 
petrography.










2.
 
relating to petroleum




•
 
petrodollar.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 from Greek 
petros

 ‘stone,’ 
petra

 ‘rock’; 
sense

 2 from petroleum
 .





petrochemical

 
/ˌpetrōˈkemək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting substances obtained by the refining and processing of petroleum or natural gas




•
 
a huge petrochemical works producing plastics.










2.
 
of or relating to petrochemistry.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
petrochemicals

 )


1.
 
a chemical obtained from petroleum and natural gas.













petrochemistry

 
/ˌpetrōˈkeməstrē/






noun



1.
 
the branch of chemistry concerned with the composition and formation of rocks (as distinct from minerals and ore deposits).




2.
 
the branch of chemistry concerned with petroleum and natural gas, and with their refining and processing.













petrodollar

 
/ˈpetrōˌdälər/






noun




a notional unit of currency earned by a country from the export of petroleum




•
 
petrodollars were pouring into the kingdom.



















petrog.






abbreviation




petrography.













petroglyph

 
/ˈpetrəˌɡlif/





I.
 
noun




a rock carving, especially a prehistoric one.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from petro-
 ‘rock’ + Greek 
gluphē

 ‘carving.’






Petrograd

 
/ˈpetrəˌɡrad, pyitrəˈɡrät/






former name (1914–24) for St. Petersburg
 .










petrography

 
/pəˈträɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the description and classification of rocks, especially by microscopic study.

Compare with petrology
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
petrographer

 
/pəˈträɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
petrographic

 
/ˌpetrəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
petrographical

 
/ˌpetrəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective






















petrol

 
/ˈpetrəl/





I.
 
noun




British term for gasoline
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
pétrole

 , from medieval Latin 
petroleum

 (see petroleum
 ).





petrol.






abbreviation




petrology.













petrolatum

 
/ˌpetrəˈlādəm/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for petroleum jelly
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from petrol
 + the Latin suffix 
-atum

 .





petrol bunk






noun






(Indian)

 a petrol station.




•
 
long lines had formed at the pump by 11 a.m., with many of the petrol bunks in the region closed or out of fuel.




















petroleum

 
/pəˈtrōlēəm/





I.
 
noun




a liquid mixture of hydrocarbons that is present in certain rock strata and can be extracted and refined to produce fuels including gasoline, kerosene, and diesel oil; oil.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
petra

 ‘rock’ (from Greek) + Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’






petroleum jelly

 
/pəˈtrōlēəm ˈjelē/






noun




a translucent jelly consisting of a mixture of hydrocarbons, used as a lubricant or ointment.













petroliferous

 
/ˌpetrəˈlifərəs/






adjective




(of rock) yielding or containing petroleum.














petrology

 
/pəˈträləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the origin, small-scale structure, and composition of rocks.

Compare with lithology
 , petrography
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
petrologic

 
/ˌpetrəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
petrological

 
/ˌpetrəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
petrologist

 
/pəˈträləjəst /






noun





















petrol pump






noun






(Brit.)

 a gas pump




•
 
the family-run garage has reopened after new petrol pumps were installed.



















petrol tank






noun






(Brit.)

 a container holding the fuel supply in a motor vehicle or aircraft




•
 
a family car with a 70-liter petrol tank.



















Petronas Towers

 
/peˌtrōnəs ˈtou(ə)rz/






a building in Kuala Lumpur consisting of two twin towers linked by a bridge at the 41st floor. At 1,482 feet (452 m) in height it was the world's tallest building when it was completed in 1998. The building belongs to Petronas, the Malaysian national oil company.










Petronius, Gaius

 
/piˈtrōnēəs/






(died 
AD

 66), Roman writer; known as 
Petronius Arbiter

 . He is generally accepted as the author of the 
Satyricon

 , a work in prose and verse satirizing the excesses of Roman society.









Petropavlovsk

 
/ˌpetrəˈpavlôfsk, pyitrəˈpävləfsk/





I.
 
(also 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky

 )
 — a Russian fishing port and naval base on the eastern coast of the Kamchatka peninsula in eastern Siberia; pop. 245,000.




II.
 
(also 
Petropavl

 )
 — an industrial and commercial city in northern Kazakhstan, on the Trans-Siberian Railroad; pop. 190,100 (est. 2006).









petrophysics

 
/ˌpetrōˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of geology concerned with the physical properties and behavior of rocks.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
petrophysical

 
/-ˈfizikəl /






adjective













2.
 
petrophysicist

 
/-ˈfizəsist /






noun






















petrosal

 
/pəˈtrōsəl /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
noun




the dense part of the temporal bone at the base of the skull, surrounding the inner ear.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the petrosal part of the temporal bone, or the nerves that pass through it.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
petrosus

 ‘stony, rocky’ (from 
petra

 ‘rock’) + -al
 .





petrous

 
/ˈpetrəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 another term for petrosal
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
petrosus

 ‘stony, rocky,’ from 
petra

 ‘rock,’ from Greek.





Petrozavodsk

 
/ˌpetrəzəˈvätsk, pyitrəzəˈvôtsk/






a city in northwestern Russia, on Lake Onega, capital of the republic of Karelia; pop. 268,800 (est. 2008).









pe tsai

 
/ˌpā ˈtsī/





I.
 
noun




Chinese cabbage of a pale variety that resembles lettuce.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
báicài

 , literally ‘white vegetable.’





Petsamo

 
/ˈpetsəˌmō/






former name (1920–44) for Pechenga
 .









pet-sit





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look after a pet or pets while their owner is away, usually staying at the owner's home in order to do so




•
 
they call upon trusted friends to pet-sit when they are out of town.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pet-sitter






noun













2.
 
pet-sitting






noun





















petticoat

 
/ˈpedēˌkōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's light, loose undergarment hanging from the shoulders or the waist, worn under a skirt or dress.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 used to denote female control of something regarded as more commonly dominated by men




•
 
he was in danger of succumbing to the petticoat government of Mary and Sarah.














II.
 
derivatives





petticoated






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from 
petty coat

 , literally ‘small coat.’





pettifog

 
/ˈpedēˌfôɡ ˈpedēˌfäɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 quibble about petty points.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
‹archaic›

 practice legal deception or trickery.








II.
 
derivatives





pettifoggery

 
/ˈˌpedēˈˌfôɡərē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: back-formation from pettifogger
 .






pettifogger

 
/ˈpedēfôɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an inferior legal practitioner, especially one who deals with petty cases or employs dubious practices.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from petty
 + obsolete 
fogger

 ‘underhanded dealer,’ probably from 
Fugger

 , the name of a family of merchants in Augsburg, Germany, in the 15th and 16th centuries.





pettifogging

 
/ˈpedēˌfôɡiNG/






adjective




placing undue emphasis on petty details




•
 
I'm working on the broad business vision here, not pettifogging little details




•
 
pettifogging attorneys were the bane of civil society.



















pettiness

 
/ˈpedēnəs/






noun



1.
 
undue concern with trivial matters, especially of a small-minded or spiteful nature




•
 
the sheer pettiness of the officials was quite startling




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
try to overlook insults and pettinesses.










2.
 
lack of importance or worth; triviality




•
 
these awesome moments lift us above the pettiness of the world.



















petting zoo






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a zoo at which visitors, especially children, may handle and feed the animals.














pettish

 
/ˈpediSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their behavior) childishly bad-tempered and petulant




•
 
he comes across in his journal entries as spoiled and pettish.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pettishly

 
/ˈpediSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
pettishness

 
/ˈpediSHnəs /






noun






















petty

 
/ˈpedē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of little importance; trivial




•
 
the petty divisions of party politics.










2.
 
(of behavior) characterized by an undue concern for trivial matters, especially in a small-minded or spiteful way




•
 
he was prone to petty revenge on friends and family.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of secondary or lesser importance, rank, or scale; minor




•
 
a petty official.










4.
 


[Law]

 (of a crime) of lesser importance




•
 
petty theft.







Compare with grand
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pettily

 
/ˈpedəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘small in size’): from a phonetic spelling of the pronunciation of French 
petit

 ‘small.’ Compare with petit
 .





Petty, Richard

 
/ˈpetē/






(1937–), US race car driver 1958–92. The first stock car driver to achieve career winnings of $1 million, he has 200 career wins and was the first motor sportsman to receive the Medal of Freedom (1992). Motorsports Hall of Fame of America (1989).









petty bourgeois






noun




another term for petit bourgeois
 .













petty bourgeoisie






noun




another term for petite bourgeoisie
 .













petty cash

 
/ˌpedē ˈkaSH/






noun




an accessible store of money kept by an organization for expenditure on small items.














petty larceny

 
/ˈpedē ˈlärsənē ˈlärsnē/






noun






[Law]

 theft of personal property having a value less than a legally specified amount.













petty officer






noun




a noncommissioned officer in a navy, in particular an NCO in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above seaman and below chief petty officer.













petulance

 
/ˈpeCHələns/






noun




the quality of being childishly sulky or bad-tempered




•
 
a slight degree of petulance had crept into his voice.



















petulant

 
/ˈpeCHələnt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their manner) childishly sulky or bad-tempered




•
 
he was moody and petulant




•
 
a petulant shake of the head.














II.
 
derivatives





petulantly

 
/ˈpeCHələntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘immodest’): from French 
pétulant

 , from Latin 
petulant-

 ‘impudent’ (related to 
petere

 ‘aim at, seek’). The current sense (mid 18th cent.) is influenced by pettish
 .





petunia

 
/pəˈt(y)o͞onyə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the nightshade family with brightly colored funnel-shaped flowers. Native to tropical America, it has been widely developed as an ornamental hybrid, with numerous varieties.

[
Petunia

 × 
hybrida

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from French 
petun

 , from Guarani 
petyn

 ‘tobacco’ (to which these plants are related).





petuntse

 
/pəˈto͝ontsə/





I.
 
noun




a type of weathered volcanic tuff used to make Chinese porcelain.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Chinese (Mandarin dialect) 
báidūnzi

 , from 
bái

 ‘white’ + 
dūn

 ‘stone’ + the suffix 
-zi

 .





pew

 
/pyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long bench with a back, placed in rows in the main part of some churches to seat the congregation.




2.
 
an enclosure or compartment containing a number of seats, used in some churches to seat a particular worshiper or group of worshipers.




3.
 
(
the pews

 )
 — the congregation of a church




•
 
the pews settled down.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a raised, enclosed place in a church, provided for particular worshipers): from Old French 
puye

 ‘balcony,’ from Latin 
podia

 , plural of 
podium

 ‘elevated place.’






pewee

 
/ˈpēwē /

 
peewee





I.
 
noun




a North American tyrant flycatcher with dark olive-gray plumage and a call that sounds like “pee-a-wee.”

[Genus 
Contopus

 , family 
Tyrannidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative.






pewit

 
/ˈpēwit ˈpyo͞oət /

 
peewit





I.
 
noun




the northern lapwing (see lapwing
 ).











– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative of the bird's call.






pewter

 
/ˈpyo͞odər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gray alloy of tin with copper and antimony (formerly, tin and lead).




2.
 
utensils made of this




•
 
the kitchen pewter.










3.
 
a shade of bluish or silver gray




•
 
looking back at that pewter sky.














II.
 
derivatives





pewterer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
peutre

 , of unknown origin.





Peyer's patches

 
/ˌpīərz ˈpaCHəz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Anatomy]

 the numerous areas of lymphoid tissue in the wall of the small intestine that are involved in the development of immunity to antigens present there.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Johann K. 
Peyer

 (1653–1712), Swiss anatomist.






peyote

 
/pāˈyōdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, soft, blue-green, spineless cactus, native to Mexico and the southern US.

Also called mescal
 . [
Lophophora williamsii

 , family 
Cactaceae

 .]




2.
 
a hallucinogenic drug prepared from peyote, containing mescaline.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
peyotl

 .






peyote buttons






plural noun




the disk-shaped dried tops of the peyote cactus, eaten or chewed for their hallucinogenic effects.

Also called mescal buttons
 .













pf






abbreviation



1.
 
perfect.




2.
 
pfennig.




3.
 
pianoforte; piano.




4.
 
preferred (stock).




5.
 
proof.













Pf.






abbreviation




pfennig.













Pfc.






abbreviation




Private First Class.













PFD






abbreviation




personal flotation device, a life jacket or similar buoyancy aid.













pfd.






abbreviation




preferred (stock).













pfennig

 
/ˈfeniɡ/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Germany (until the introduction of the euro), equal to one hundredth of a mark.











– origin

 from German 
Pfennig

 ; related to penny
 .






pfft

 
/ft/





I.
 
exclamation




used to represent a dull abrupt sound as of a slight impact or explosion.








II.
 
phrases





go pfft








‹informal›

 fail to work properly or at all.

















pfg.






abbreviation




pfennig.













pfui

 
/ˈfo͞oē/





I.
 
exclamation






(US)

 variant spelling of phooey
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German.





PG

 
/ˈpē ˈjē/






abbreviation



1.
 
parental guidance suggested, a rating in the Voluntary Movie Rating System indicating that some material may not be suitable for children.




2.
 
paying guest.













pg.






abbreviation




page.













PG-13






symbol




parents strongly cautioned, a rating in the Voluntary Movie Rating System indicating that some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.













PGA






abbreviation




Professional Golfers' Association (of America).













pH

 
/ˌpēˈāCH/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a figure expressing the acidity or alkalinity of a solution on a logarithmic scale on which 7 is neutral, lower values are more acid, and higher values more alkaline. The pH is equal to log10
 
c

 , where 
c

 is the hydrogen ion concentration in moles per liter.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
p

 representing German 
Potenz

 ‘power’ + H, the symbol for hydrogen.





PH

 
P.H.






abbreviation



1.
 
Public Health.




2.
 
Purple Heart.













ph.






abbreviation



1.
 
phase.




2.
 
phone.













PHA






abbreviation




Public Housing Administration.













phablet

 
/ˈfablət/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a smartphone having a screen which is intermediate in size between that of a typical smartphone and a tablet computer




•
 
a 3.5 inch screen is inadequate in a market that is trending towards phablets.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of phone
 1
 and tablet
 .





phacelia

 
/fəˈsēlēə/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous American plant with clustered blue, violet, or white flowers.

[Genus 
Phacelia

 , family 
Hydrophyllaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
phakelos

 ‘cluster.’





Phaeacian

 
/fēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun




(in the 
Odyssey

 ) an inhabitant of Scheria (Corfu), whose people were noted for their hedonism.











– origin

 from Latin 
Phaeacia

 , Greek 
Phaiakia

 , the name of the island of Scheria, + -an
 .





Phaedra

 
/ˈfādrə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Theseus. She fell in love with her stepson Hippolytus, who rejected her, whereupon she hanged herself, leaving behind a letter that accused him of raping her. Theseus would not believe his son's protestations of innocence and banished him.









Phaeophyceae

 
/ˌfīəˈfīsē /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a class of lower plants that comprises the brown algae.

[Class 
Phaeophyceae

 , division 
Heterokontophyta

 (or phylum 
Heterokonta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ); formerly division 
Phaeophyta

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
phaios

 ‘dusky’ + 
phukos

 ‘seaweed.’






Phaethon

 
/ˈfāəTHən, ˈfāəˌTHän /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Helios the sun god. He asked to drive his father's solar chariot for a day, but could not control the immortal horses and the chariot plunged too near to the earth until Zeus killed Phaethon with a thunderbolt in order to save the earth from destruction.









phaeton

 
/ˈfā(ə)t(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a light, open, four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(US)

 a vintage touring car.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
phaéton

 , via Latin from the Greek name 
Phaethōn

 (see Phaethon
 ).






phage

 
/fāj/






noun




short for bacteriophage
 .













phage display






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a technique for the production and screening of novel proteins and polypeptides by inserting a gene fragment into a gene responsible for the surface protein of a bacteriophage. The new protein appears in the surface coating of the phage, in which it can be manipulated and tested for biological activity.














phagocyte

 
/ˈfaɡəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a type of cell within the body capable of engulfing and absorbing bacteria and other small cells and particles.








II.
 
derivatives





phagocytic

 
/ˌfaɡəˈsitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phago-

 ‘eating’ (from the verb 
phagein

 ) + -cyte
 .





phagocytosis

 
/ˌfaɡəsīˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the ingestion of bacteria or other material by phagocytes and amoeboid protozoans.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phagocytize

 
/ˈfaɡəsiˌtīz /






verb













2.
 
phagocytose

 
/ˈfaɡəˌsītōs, ˈfaɡəˌsītōz /






verb





















phagosome

 
/ˈfaɡəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a vacuole in the cytoplasm of a cell, containing a phagocytosed particle enclosed within a part of the cell membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





phagosomal

 
/ˌfaɡəˈsōməl /






adjective






















-phagous





I.
 
combining form




feeding or subsisting on a specified food




•
 
coprophagous.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-phagus

 , Greek 
-phagos

 (from 
phagein

 ‘eat’) + -ous
 .






-phagy





I.
 
combining form




denoting the practice of eating a specified food




•
 
anthropophagy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-phagia

 , from 
phagein

 ‘eat.’





phalange

 
/fəˈlanj fāˈlanj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 another term for phalanx
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
(
Phalange

 )
 — a right-wing Maronite party in Lebanon founded in 1936 by Pierre Gemayel.

Compare with Falange
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Phalangiste

 
/ˌfālanˈZHēst, fəˈlanjist /






noun, adjective





phalange
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from 
phalanges

 , plural of phalanx
 . 
Sense

 2 is a shortening of French 
Phalanges Libanaises

 ‘Lebanese phalanxes.’





phalangeal

 
/fəˈlanj(ē)əl fāˈlanj(ē)əl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to a phalanx or the phalanges.














phalanger

 
/fəˈlanjər fāˈlanjər/





I.
 
noun




a lemurlike tree-dwelling marsupial native to Australia and New Guinea.

[Family 
Phalangeridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Phalanger

 and 
Spilocuscus

 , and including the cuscuses; the 
common phalanger

 is either the spotted cuscus or the gray cuscus. See also flying phalanger
 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Greek 
phalangion

 ‘spider's web’ (because of the webbed toes of their hind feet).





phalanstery

 
/ˈfalənˌsterē/





I.
 
noun




a group of people living together in community, free of external regulation and holding property in common.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
phalanstère

 (used by Fourier in his socialist scheme for the reorganization of society), blend of Latin 
phalanx

 ‘band (of soldiers), group’ and French 
monastère

 ‘monastery.’






phalanx

 
/ˈfālaNGks ˈfalaNGks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 phalanxes)
 — a body of troops or police officers, standing or moving in close formation




•
 
six hundred marchers set off, led by a phalanx of police.










2.
 
a group of people or things of a similar type forming a compact body




•
 
he headed past the phalanx of waiting reporters to the line of limos.










3.
 
(in ancient Greece) a body of Macedonian infantry with long spears, drawn up in close order with shields overlapping.




4.
 
(
pl.

 phalanges )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a bone of the finger or toe.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a body of Macedonian infantry): via Latin from Greek.





phalarope

 
/ˈfaləˌrōp/





I.
 
noun




a small wading or swimming bird with a straight bill and lobed feet, unusual in that the female is more brightly colored than the male.

[Family 
Scolopacidae

 (subfamily 
Phalaropodinae

 ): three species, 
red phalarope

 (
Phalaropus fulicarius

 ), 
Wilson's phalarope

 (
Steganopus tricolor

 ), and 
northern phalarope

 (
Lobipes lobatus

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
Phalaropus

 , formed irregularly from Greek 
phalaris

 ‘coot’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





phallic

 
/ˈfalik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling a phallus or erect penis




•
 
a phallic symbol.










2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 of or denoting the genital phase of psychosexual development, especially in males.








II.
 
derivatives





phallically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
phallique

 , from Greek 
phallikos

 , from 
phallos

 (see phallus
 ).





phallocentric

 
/ˌfalōˈsentrik/





I.
 
adjective




focused on or concerned with the phallus or penis as a symbol of male dominance




•
 
the apartment block was an architectural monument to a phallocentric world.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phallocentricity

 
/-senˈtrisitē /






noun













2.
 
phallocentrism

 
/-sentrizəm /






noun





















phallocracy

 
/faˈläkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




a society or system that is dominated by men and in which the male sex is thought superior.








II.
 
derivatives





phallocratic

 
/ˌfaləˈkratik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
phallos

 ‘phallus’ + -cracy
 .





phalloplasty

 
/ˈfaləˌplastē/





I.
 
noun




plastic surgery performed to construct, repair, or enlarge the penis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phallos

 ‘phallus’ + -plasty
 .






phallus

 
/ˈfaləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a penis, especially when erect (typically used with reference to male potency or dominance).




2.
 
an image or representation of an erect penis, typically symbolizing fertility or potency.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phallicism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun













2.
 
phallism

 
/ˈfalizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
phallos

 .





phanerogam

 
/ˈfanərəˌɡam/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 old-fashioned term for spermatophyte
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phanerogamic

 
/ˌfan(ə)rəˈɡamik /






adjective













2.
 
phanerogamous

 
/ˌfanəˈräɡəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
phanérogame

 , from Greek 
phaneros

 ‘visible’ + 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’






Phanerozoic

 
/ˌfanərəˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the eon covering the whole of time since the beginning of the Cambrian period, and comprising the Paleozoic, Mesozoic, and Cenozoic eras.

Compare with Cryptozoic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Phanerozoic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Phanerozic eon or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Phanerozoic began about 570 million years ago and covers the period in which rocks contain evidence of abundant life in the form of macroscopic mineralized fossils.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phaneros

 ‘visible, evident’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal’ + -ic
 .





phantasize

 
/ˈfan(t)əˌsīz/






verb




variant spelling of fantasize
 (restricted to archaic uses or, in modern use, to the fields of psychology and psychiatry).














phantasm

 
/ˈfanˌtazəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a figment of the imagination; an illusion or apparition




•
 
the cart seemed to glide like a terrible phantasm.










2.
 


‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 an illusory likeness of something




•
 
every phantasm of a hope was quickly nullified.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phantasmal

 
/fanˈtazm(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
phantasmic

 
/fanˈtazmik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘deceptive appearance’): from Old French 
fantasme

 , via Latin from Greek 
phantasma

 , from 
phantazein

 ‘make visible,’ from 
phainein

 ‘to show.’ The change from 
f-

 to 
ph-

 in the 16th cent. was influenced by the Latin spelling.





phantasmagoria

 
/ˌfanˌtazməˈɡôrēə/





I.
 
noun




a sequence of real or imaginary images like those seen in a dream




•
 
what happened next was a phantasmagoria of horror and mystery.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phantasmagoric

 
/fanˌtazməˈɡôrik /






adjective













2.
 
phantasmagorical

 
/ɡôrikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally the name of a London exhibition (1802) of optical illusions produced chiefly by magic lantern): probably from French 
fantasmagorie

 , from 
fantasme

 ‘phantasm’ + a fanciful suffix.





phantasy

 
/ˈfan(t)əsē/






noun




variant spelling of fantasy
 (restricted to archaic uses or, in modern use, to the fields of psychology and psychiatry).













phantom

 
/ˈfan(t)əm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ghost




•
 
a phantom who haunts lonely roads




•
 


‹figurative›

 the centrist and conservative parties were mere phantoms in 1943




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a phantom ship.










2.
 
a figment of the imagination




•
 
he tried to clear the phantoms from his head and grasp reality




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the women suffered from phantom pain that no physician could ever find.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a financial arrangement or transaction that has been invented for fraudulent purposes but that does not really exist




•
 
he diverted an estimated $1,500,000 into “phantom” bank accounts.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘illusion, delusion’): from Old French 
fantosme

 , based on Greek 
phantasma

 (see phantasm
 ).





phantom limb






noun




a sensation experienced by someone who has had a limb amputated that the limb is still there.













phar.

 
Phar.






abbreviation



1.
 
pharmaceutical.




2.
 
pharmacology.




3.
 
pharmacopoeia.




4.
 
pharmacy.














pharaoh

 
/ˈferō/





I.
 
noun




a ruler in ancient Egypt.








II.
 
derivatives





pharaonic

 
/ˌferāˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
Pharaō

 , from Hebrew 
par῾ōh

 , from Egyptian 
pr-῾o

 ‘great house.’





pharaoh ant

 
pharaoh's ant





I.
 
noun




a small red or yellowish African ant that has established itself worldwide, living as a pest in heated buildings.

[
Monomorium pharaonis

 , family 
Formicidae

 .]











– origin

 so named because such ants were believed (erroneously) to be one of the plagues of ancient Egypt.





Pharaoh hound





I.
 
noun




a hunting dog of a short-coated tan-colored breed with large, pointed ears.











– origin

 1960s: so named because the breed is said to have been first introduced to Malta and Gozo (a Maltese island) by Phoenician sailors.





Phar.B.






abbreviation




Bachelor of Pharmacy.













Phar.D.






abbreviation




Doctor of Pharmacy.














Pharisee

 
/ˈferəˌsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient Jewish sect, distinguished by strict observance of the traditional and written law, and commonly held to have pretensions to superior sanctity.




2.
 
a self-righteous person; a hypocrite.





The Pharisees are mentioned only by Josephus and in the New Testament. Unlike the Sadducees, who tried to apply Mosaic law strictly, the Pharisees allowed some freedom of interpretation. Although in the Gospels they are represented as the chief opponents of Jesus, they seem to have been less hostile than the Sadducees to the nascent Church, with which they shared belief in the Resurrection.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Pharisaic

 
/ˌferəˈsāik /






adjective













2.
 
Pharisaical

 
/ˌferəˈsāik(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
Pharisaism

 
/ˈferəˌsāˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fariseus

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
Pharisaios

 , from Aramaic 
prīšayyā

 ‘separated ones’ (related to Hebrew 
pārūš

 ‘separated’).





pharm.






abbreviation



1.
 
pharmaceutical.




2.
 
pharmacology.




3.
 
pharmacopoeia.




4.
 
pharmacy.













Phar.M.






abbreviation




Master of Pharmacy.













pharma

 
/ˈfärmə/






noun



1.
 
(often in phrase 
big pharma

 )
 — pharmaceutical companies collectively as a sector of industry.




2.
 
a pharmaceutical company.














pharmaceutical

 
/ˌfärməˈso͞odək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to medicinal drugs, or their preparation, use, or sale.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pharmaceuticals

 )


1.
 
a compound manufactured for use as a medicinal drug.




2.
 
(
pharmaceuticals

 )
 — companies manufacturing medicinal drugs.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pharmaceutically

 
/ˌfärməˈso͞odək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
pharmaceutics

 
/ˌfärməˈso͞odiks /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
pharmakeutikos

 (from 
pharmakeutēs

 ‘druggist,’ from 
pharmakon

 ‘drug’) + -al
 .





pharmacist

 
/ˈfärməsəst/






noun




a person who is professionally qualified to prepare and dispense medicinal drugs.














pharmaco-





I.
 
combining form




relating to drugs




•
 
pharmacogenetics.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pharmakon

 ‘drug, medicine.’





pharmacodynamics

 
/ˌfärməkōdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of pharmacology concerned with the effects of drugs and the mechanism of their action.








II.
 
derivatives





pharmacodynamic

 
/-mik /






adjective





















pharmacogenetics

 
/ˌfärməkōjəˈnediks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of pharmacology concerned with the effect of genetic factors on reactions to drugs.













pharmacognosy

 
/ˌfärməˈkäɡnəsē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of knowledge concerned with medicinal drugs obtained from plants or other natural sources.








II.
 
derivatives





pharmacognosist

 
/-sist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pharmaco-
 ‘of drugs’ + 
gnōsis

 ‘knowledge.’





pharmacokinetics

 
/ˌfärməkōkəˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of pharmacology concerned with the movement of drugs within the body.








II.
 
derivatives





pharmacokinetic

 
/-tik /






adjective





















pharmacological

 
/ˌfärməkəˈläjək(ə)l /

 
pharmacologic





I.
 
adjective




relating to the branch of medicine concerned with the uses, effects, and modes of action of drugs




•
 
pharmacological treatment for depression.














II.
 
derivatives





pharmacologically

 
/ˌfärməkəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















pharmacology

 
/ˌfärməˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with the uses, effects, and modes of action of drugs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pharmacologic

 
/ˌfärməkəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
pharmacologist

 
/ˌfärməˈkäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pharmacologia

 , from Greek 
pharmakon

 ‘drug.’





pharmacopeia

 
/ˌfärməkəˈpēə /

 
pharmacopoeia





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book, especially an official publication, containing a list of medicinal drugs with their effects and directions for their use.




2.
 
a stock of medicinal drugs.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pharmakopoiia

 ‘art of preparing drugs,’ based on 
pharmakon

 ‘drug’ + 
-poios

 ‘making.’





pharmacophore

 
/ˈfärməkəˌfôr/






noun




a part of a molecular structure that is responsible for a particular biological or pharmacological interaction that it undergoes.













pharmacotherapy

 
/ˌfärməkōˈTHerəpē/






noun




medical treatment by means of drugs.













pharmacovigilance

 
/ˌfärməkōˈvijələns/





I.
 
noun




the practice of monitoring the effects of medical drugs after they have been licensed for use, especially in order to identify and evaluate previously unreported adverse reactions




•
 
the partnership hopes to develop diagnostic tools to improve pharmacovigilance.

















– origin

 1970s: from pharmaco-
 + vigilance
 .





pharmacy

 
/ˈfärməsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a store where medicinal drugs are dispensed and sold.




2.
 
the science or practice of the preparation and dispensing of medicinal drugs.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the administration of drugs): from Old French 
farmacie

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
pharmakeia

 ‘practice of the druggist,’ based on 
pharmakon

 ‘drug.’





pharming

 
/ˈfärmiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of genetically modifying plants and animals so that they produce substances that may be used as pharmaceuticals.




2.
 
the fraudulent practice of directing Internet users to a bogus website that mimics the appearance of a legitimate one, in order to obtain personal information such as passwords, account numbers, etc.











– origin

 1990s: 
sense

 1 from pharmaceutical
 , punningly after farming
 ; 
sense

 2 patterned on phishing
 .





Pharos

 
/ˈferōs/





I.
 
a lighthouse, often considered one of the Seven Wonders of the World, erected by 
Ptolemy II

 (308–246 
BC

 ) in 
c.

 280 
BC

 on the island of Pharos, off the coast of Alexandria.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
pharos

 )
 — a lighthouse or a beacon to guide sailors.









Pharr

 
/fär/






a city in southern Texas, in the Rio Grande valley; pop. 65,258 (est. 2008).









pharyngeal

 
/fəˈrinj(ē)əl ˌferənˈjēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the pharynx.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) produced by articulating the root of the tongue with the pharynx, a feature of certain consonants in Arabic, for example.








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a pharyngeal consonant.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
pharyngeus

 (from Greek 
pharunx

 , 
pharung-

 ‘throat’) + -al
 .





pharyngealize

 
/fəˈrinjēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Phonetics]

 articulate (a speech sound) with constriction of the pharynx.








II.
 
derivatives





pharyngealization

 
/fəˈrinjēəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















pharyngitis

 
/ˌferənˈjīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the pharynx, causing a sore throat.













pharyngo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the pharynx




•
 
pharyngotomy.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
pharynx

 , 
pharyng-

 .






pharynx

 
/ˈferiNG(k)s/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the membrane-lined cavity behind the nose and mouth, connecting them to the esophagus.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Zoology]

 the part of the alimentary canal immediately behind the mouth in invertebrates.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pharunx

 , 
pharung-

 .






phase

 
/fāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinct period or stage in a process of change or forming part of something's development




•
 
the final phases of the war




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
phase two of the development is in progress.










2.
 
a stage in a person's psychological development, especially a period of temporary unhappiness or difficulty during adolescence or a particular stage during childhood




•
 
you are not obsessed, but you are 
going through a phase

 .










3.
 
each of the aspects of the moon or a planet, according to the amount of its illumination, especially the new moon, the first quarter, the full moon, and the last quarter.




4.
 


[Riding]

 each of the separate events in an eventing competition.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 a genetic or seasonal variety of an animal's coloration.




6.
 
a stage in the life cycle or annual cycle of an animal.




7.
 


[Chemistry]

 a distinct and homogeneous form of matter (i.e., a particular solid, liquid, or gas) separated by its surface from other forms.




8.
 


[Physics]

 the relationship in time between the successive states or cycles of an oscillating or repeating system (such as an alternating electric current or a light or sound wave) and either a fixed reference point or the states or cycles of another system with which it may or may not be in synchrony.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry out (something) in gradual stages




•
 
the work is being phased over a number of years




•
 (as 
adj.

 
phased

 )
 
a phased withdrawal of troops.










2.
 
(
phase something in/out

 )
 — introduce into (or withdraw from) use in gradual stages




•
 
our armed forces policy was to be phased in over 10 years.










3.
 


[Physics]

 adjust the phase of (something), especially so as to synchronize it with something else.








III.
 
phrases





in (or out of) phase






being or happening in (or out of) synchrony or harmony




•
 
the cabling work should be carried out 
in phase with

 the building work.





















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting each aspect of the moon): from French 
phase

 , based on Greek 
phasis

 ‘appearance,’ from the base of 
phainein

 ‘to show.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at faze
 .





phase angle

 
/fāz ˈaNGɡəl/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 an angle representing a difference in phase, 360 degrees (2π radians) corresponding to one complete cycle.




2.
 


[Physics]

 
[Astronomy]

 the angle between the lines joining a given planet to the sun and to the earth.













phase contrast






noun




the technique in microscopy of introducing a phase difference between parts of the light supplied by the condenser so as to enhance the outlines of the sample, or the boundaries between parts differing in optical density.













phase diagram






noun






[Chemistry]

 a diagram representing the limits of stability of the various phases in a chemical system at equilibrium, with respect to variables such as composition and temperature.













phase-lock

 
/ˈfāzläk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Electronics]

 fix the frequency of (an oscillator or a laser) relative to a stable oscillator of lower frequency by a method that utilizes a correction signal derived from the phase difference generated by any shift in the frequency.













phase modulation

 
/ˈfāz ˌmäjəˌlāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Electronics]

 variation of the phase of a radio or other wave as a means of carrying information such as an audio signal.













phaseout

 
/ˈfāzout/






noun




an act of discontinuing a process, project, or service in phases.













phaser

 
/ˈfāzər/






noun



1.
 
an instrument that alters a sound signal by phasing it.




2.
 
(in science fiction) a weapon that delivers a beam that can stun or annihilate.













phase rule






noun






[Chemistry]

 a rule relating the possible numbers of phases, constituents, and degrees of freedom in a chemical system.













phase shift






noun






[Physics]

 a change in the phase of a waveform.













phase space






noun






[Physics]

 a multidimensional space in which each axis corresponds to one of the coordinates required to specify the state of a physical system, all the coordinates being thus represented so that a point in the space corresponds to a state of the system.













phasic

 
/ˈfāzik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a phase or phases.




2.
 


[chiefly Physiology]

 characterized by occurrence in phases rather than continuously




•
 
phasic and tonic stretch reflexes.



















phasing

 
/ˈfāziNG/






noun



1.
 
the relationship between the timing of two or more events, or the adjustment of this relationship




•
 
graphical techniques were used to investigate the phasing of traffic lights.










2.
 
the modification of the sound signal from an electric guitar or other electronic instrument by introducing a phase shift into either of two copies of it and then recombining them.




3.
 
the action of dividing a large task or process into several stages




•
 
the phasing of the overall project.



















Phasmida

 
/ˈfazmədə/





I.
 


[Entomology]

 an order of insects that comprises the stick insects and leaf insects. They have very long bodies that resemble twigs or leaves.




II.
 


[Zoology]

 a class of nematodes that includes the parasitic hookworms and roundworms.

Also called Secernentea
 .




III.
 
derivatives





phasmid






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
phasma

 ‘apparition,’ from Greek.





phasor

 
/ˈfāzər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a line used to represent a complex electrical quantity as a vector.











– origin

 1940s: from phase
 , on the pattern of 
vector

 .





phat

 
/fat/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
a phat and funky sound.

















– origin

 1970s (originally used to describe a woman, in the sense ‘sexy, attractive’): of uncertain origin.





phatic

 
/ˈfadik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to language used for general purposes of social interaction, rather than to convey information or ask questions. Utterances such as 
hello, how are you?

 and 
nice morning, isn't it?

 are phatic.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
phatos

 ‘spoken’ or 
phatikos

 ‘affirming.’





Ph.B





I.
 
abbreviation




Bachelor of Philosophy.











– origin

 Latin 
Philosophiae Baccalaureus

 .





Ph.C.






abbreviation




Pharmaceutical Chemist.













Ph.D.

 
PhD





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Philosophy.











– origin

 from Latin 
philosophiae doctor

 .






pheasant

 
/ˈfez(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun




a large long-tailed game bird native to Asia, the male of which typically has very showy plumage.

[Family 
Phasianidae

 : several genera and many species, in particular the 
ring-necked pheasant

 (
Phasianus colchicus

 ), which has been widely introduced for shooting.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fesan

 , via Latin from Greek 
phasianos

 ‘(bird) of 
Phasis

 ,’ the name of a river in the Caucasus, from which the bird is said to have spread westward.





Pheidippides

 
/fīˈdipəˌdēz/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Athenian messenger. He was sent to Sparta to ask for help after the Persian landing at Marathon in 490 and is said to have covered the 150 miles (250 km) in two days on foot.









Phelps, Michael

 
/felps/






(1985–), US swimmer; full name 
Michael Fred Phelps

 . He is the most decorated Olympian of all time with 22 medals, including a record 18 golds.










phen-






combining form




variant spelling of pheno-
 shortened before a vowel (as in 
phenacetin

 ).













phenacetin

 
/fēˈnasədən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as a painkilling and antipyretic drug.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pheno-
 + 
acet(yl)

 + -in
 1
 .





phenanthrene

 
/fəˈnanTHrēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline hydrocarbon present in coal tar, used especially in making dyes and synthetic drugs.

[A tricyclic compound: chem. formula: C14
 H10
 .]













phencyclidine

 
/fenˈsīkliˌdēn, -ˈsik- /

 
PCP





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound derived from piperidine, used as a veterinary anesthetic and in hallucinogenic drugs such as angel dust.











– origin

 1950s: from pheno-
 + cyclo-
 + a shortened form of piperidine
 .





Phenix City

 
/ˌfēnēks ˈsēdē/






a city in eastern Alabama, on the west bank of the Chattahoochee River, across from Columbus in Georgia; pop. 31,125 (est. 2008).










pheno-

 
phen-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 derived from benzene




•
 
phenobarbital.










2.
 
showing




•
 
phenotype.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 from French 
phényle

 ‘phenyl,’ from Greek 
phaino-

 ‘shining’; both senses from Greek 
phainein

 ‘to show.’





phenobarbital

 
/ˌfēnōˈbärbətôl/






noun






[Medicine]

 a narcotic and sedative barbiturate drug used chiefly to treat epilepsy.













phenocopy

 
/ˈfēnəˌkäpē/






noun






[Genetics]

 an individual showing features characteristic of a genotype other than its own, but produced environmentally rather than genetically.













phenocryst

 
/ˈfēnəˌkrist/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a large or conspicuous crystal in a porphyritic rock, distinct from the groundmass.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
phénocryste

 , from Greek 
phainein

 ‘to show’ + 
krustallos

 ‘crystal.’






phenol

 
/ˈfēˌnôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a mildly acidic toxic white crystalline solid obtained from coal tar and used in chemical manufacture, and in dilute form (under the name 
carbolic

 ) as a disinfectant.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 OH.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any compound with a hydroxyl group linked directly to a benzene ring.








II.
 
derivatives





phenolic

 
/fēˈnälik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
phénole

 , based on 
phène

 ‘benzene.’





phenology

 
/fəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of cyclic and seasonal natural phenomena, especially in relation to climate and plant and animal life.








II.
 
derivatives





phenological

 
/ˌfēnəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from phenomenon
 + -logy
 .





phenolphthalein

 
/ˌfēnəlˈTHālēən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline solid (pink in alkaline solution) used as an acid–base indicator and medicinally as a laxative.

[Chem. formula: C20
 H14
 O4
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from phenol
 + 
-phthal-

 (from naphthalene
 ) + -in
 1
 .





phenol red






noun






[Chemistry]

 a red dye that is used as a pH indicator and (in medicine) injected in testing kidney function.













phenom

 
/ˈfēˌnäm, fiˈnäm/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is outstandingly talented or admired, especially an up-and-comer.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of phenomenon
 .





phenomena

 
/fəˈnämənə/






plural form of phenomenon
 .









phenomenal

 
/fəˈnämənəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very remarkable; extraordinary




•
 
the town expanded at a phenomenal rate.










2.
 
perceptible by the senses or through immediate experience




•
 
the phenomenal world.














II.
 
derivatives





phenomenalize

 
/fəˈnämənəˌlīz /






verb





phenomenal
 (
sense

 2)






















phenomenalism

 
/fəˈnämənəlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that human knowledge is confined to or founded on the realities or appearances presented to the senses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phenomenalist






noun, adjective













2.
 
phenomenalistic

 
/-ˌnämənəlˈistik /






adjective





















phenomenally

 
/fəˈnämən(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a remarkable or exceptional way, especially exceptionally well




•
 
membership has grown phenomenally




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I think he's doing phenomenally well.










2.
 
in a way that is perceptible by the senses or through immediate experience




•
 
a phenomenally conscious mental state.



















phenomenological

 
/fəˌnämənəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to the science of phenomena as distinct from that of the nature of being




•
 
phenomenological parameters.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 denoting or relating to an approach that concentrates on the study of consciousness and the objects of direct experience




•
 
the phenomenological approach's reliance solely on personal experience.














II.
 
derivatives





phenomenologically

 
/fəˌnämənəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















phenomenology

 
/fəˌnäməˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the science of phenomena as distinct from that of the nature of being.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 an approach that concentrates on the study of consciousness and the objects of direct experience.








II.
 
derivatives





phenomenologist

 
/fəˌnäməˈnäləjəst /






noun






















phenomenon

 
/fəˈnäməˌnän fəˈnäməˌnən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fact or situation that is observed to exist or happen, especially one whose cause or explanation is in question




•
 
glaciers are unique and interesting natural phenomena.










2.
 
a remarkable person, thing, or event.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 the object of a person's perception; what the senses or the mind notice.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
phainomenon

 ‘thing appearing to view,’ based on 
phainein

 ‘to show.’ / 
usage:

 The word 
phenomenon

 comes from Greek, and its plural form is 
phenomena

 , as in these 
phenomena

 are not fully understood. It is a mistake to treat 
phenomena

 as if it were a singular form, as in this is 
a

 strange 
phenomena

 .





phenothiazine

 
/ˌfēnōˈTHīəzēn/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a synthetic compound that is used in veterinary medicine to treat parasitic infestations of animals.

[A heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C12
 H9
 NS.]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Psychiatry]

 any of a group of derivatives of phenothiazine with tranquilizing properties, used as tranquilizers in the treatment of mental illness.














phenotype

 
/ˈfēnəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the set of observable characteristics of an individual resulting from the interaction of its genotype with the environment.








II.
 
derivatives





phenotypical

 
/ˌfēnəˈtipik(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Phaenotypus

 (see pheno-
 , type
 ).





phenotypic

 
/ˌfēnəˈtipik /

 
phenotypical





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 relating to the observable characteristics of an individual resulting from the interaction of its genotype with the environment




•
 
breeding animals were selected for phenotypic traits such as size.














II.
 
derivatives





phenotypically

 
/ˌfēnəˈtipik(ə)lē /






adverb





















phentermine

 
/ˈfen(t)ərˌmēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a prescription appetite-suppressant drug that binds to receptors on the hypothalamus, and is one of the pair of drugs known as fen-phen. It is still prescribed independently for obesity, following the withdrawal of fenfluramine, the other component of fen-phen.













phentolamine

 
/fenˈtäləˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as a vasodilator, especially in certain cases of hypertension.











– origin

 1950s: from phen-
 + 
tol(yl)

 (an isomeric cyclic radical derived from toluene) + amine
 .






phenyl

 
/ˈfen(ə)l ˈfēn(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the radical —C6
 H5
 , derived from benzene by removal of a hydrogen atom




•
 
a phenyl group.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
phényle

 , from Greek 
phaino-

 ‘shining’ (because first used in names of compounds denoting byproducts of the manufacture of gas used for illumination).





phenylalanine

 
/fen(ə)lˈalənēn ˌfēn(ə)lˈaləˌnēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid widely distributed in plant proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]














phenylbutazone

 
/ˌfenəlˈbyo͞otəˌzōn, ˌfēnəl-/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound used as an analgesic drug, especially in the treatment of horses.











– origin

 1950s: from phenyl
 + 
but(yl)

 + azo-
 + -one
 .





phenylephrine

 
/ˌfēnəlˈefrin, ˌfenəl-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound related to epinephrine, used as a vasoconstrictor and nasal decongestant.











– origin

 1940s: from phenyl
 + a contraction of epinephrine
 .





phenylketonuria

 
/ˌfenlˌkētōˈn(y)o͝orēə, ˌfēnl- /

 
PKU






noun






[Medicine]

 an inherited inability to metabolize phenylalanine that causes brain and nerve damage if untreated.














phenytoin

 
/ˌfeniˈtō-in, fəˈnitō-in/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound related to hydantoin, used as an anticonvulsant in the treatment of epilepsy.











– origin

 1940s: blend of phenyl
 and hydantoin
 .





pheochromocytoma

 
/ˌfēōˌkrōməsīˈtōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a small vascular tumor of the adrenal medulla, causing irregular secretion of epinephrine and norepinephrine, leading to attacks of raised blood pressure, palpitations, and headache.











– origin

 1920s: from 
pheochrome

 , another term for chromaffin (from Greek 
phaios

 ‘dusky’ + 
khrōma

 ‘color’), + -cyte
 .





pheromone

 
/ˈferəˌmōn/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a chemical substance produced and released into the environment by an animal, especially a mammal or an insect, affecting the behavior or physiology of others of its species.








II.
 
derivatives





pheromonal

 
/ferəˈmōnl /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
pherein

 ‘convey’ + hormone
 .






phew

 
/fyo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing a strong reaction of relief




•
 
phew, what a year!

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative of puffing.





Ph.G.






abbreviation




Graduate in Pharmacy.














phi

 
/fī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twenty-first letter of the Greek alphabet (
Φ

 , 
φ

 ), transliterated as ‘ph.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Phi

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the twenty-first star in a constellation




•
 
Phi Eridani.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
φ

 )
 — a plane angle.




2.
 
(
φ

 )
 — a polar coordinate.

Often coupled with theta
 .














phial

 
/ˈfī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




another term for vial
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fiole

 , via Latin from Greek 
phialē

 , denoting a broad flat container.





Phi Beta Kappa

 
/ˌfī ˌbādə ˈkapə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an honorary society of college and university undergraduates and some graduates to which members are elected on the basis of high academic achievement.




2.
 
a member of Phi Beta Kappa.











– origin

 from the initial letters of a Greek motto 
philosophia biou kubernētēs

 ‘philosophy is the guide to life.’





Phidias

 
/ˈfidēəs/






(5th century 
BC

 ), Athenian sculptor. He is noted for the Elgin marbles and his colossal statue of Zeus at Olympia (
c.

 430), which was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.









Phil.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 Philippians.




2.
 


[Bible]

 Philemon.




3.
 
Philadelphia.




4.
 
Philharmonic.




5.
 
Philippine.














phil-






combining form




variant spelling of philo-
 shortened before a vowel or 
h

 (as in 
philanthrope

 , 
philharmonic

 ).













-phil





I.
 
combining form




having a chemical affinity for a substance




•
 
acidophil




•
 
neutrophil.

















– origin

 see -phile
 .





Philadelphia

 
/ˌfiləˈdelfēə/





I.
 
a city in Pennsylvania, on the Delaware River; pop. 1,447,395 (est. 2008). Established as a Quaker colony by William Penn and others in 1681, it was the site in 1776 of the signing of the Declaration of Independence and in 1787 of the adoption of the Constitution of the US.




II.
 
derivatives





Philadelphian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Greek 
philadelphia

 ‘brotherly love.’





Philadelphia cheese steak

 
Philly cheese steak






noun




see cheesesteak
 .













Philadelphia chromosome






noun






[Genetics]

 an abnormal small chromosome sometimes found in the leukocytes of leukemia patients.













Philadelphia lawyer

 
/ˌfiləˈdelfēə ˈloiər ˈlôyər/





I.
 
noun




a very shrewd lawyer who is expert in the exploitation of legal technicalities.











– origin

 with reference to Andrew Hamilton of Philadelphia, who successfully defended John Peter Zenger (1735), an American journalist and publisher, from libel charges.





philadelphus

 
/ˌfiləˈdelfəs/





I.
 
noun




a mock orange.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin (adopted by Linnaeus as a genus name), from Greek 
philadelphos

 ‘loving one's brother.’





philander

 
/fəˈlandər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a man) readily or frequently enter into casual sexual relationships with women




•
 
they accepted that their husbands would philander with other women.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from the earlier noun 
philander

 ‘man, husband,’ often used in literature as the given name of a lover, from Greek 
philandros

 ‘fond of men,’ from 
philein

 ‘to love’ + 
anēr

 ‘man.’





philanderer

 
/fəˈlandərər/






noun




a man who readily or frequently enters into casual sexual relationships with women; a womanizer




•
 
he was known as a philanderer.




















philanthrope

 
/ˈfēlənˌTHrōp/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for philanthropist
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
philanthrōpos

 , from 
philein

 ‘to love’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being.’





philanthropic

 
/ˌfilənˈTHräpik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or organization) seeking to promote the welfare of others, especially by donating money to good causes; generous and benevolent




•
 
they receive financial support from philanthropic bodies.














II.
 
derivatives





philanthropically

 
/ˌfilənˈTHräpək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
philanthropique

 , from Greek 
philanthrōpos

 ‘man-loving’ (see philanthrope
 ).






philanthropist

 
/fəˈlanTHrəpəst/






noun




a person who seeks to promote the welfare of others, especially by the generous donation of money to good causes.













philanthropy

 
/fəˈlanTHrəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the desire to promote the welfare of others, expressed especially by the generous donation of money to good causes.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a philanthropic institution; a charity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
philanthropism

 
/fəˈlanTHrəˌpizəm /






noun













2.
 
philanthropize

 
/fəˈlanTHrəˌpīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
philanthrōpia

 , from 
philanthrōpos

 ‘man-loving’ (see philanthrope
 ).





philately

 
/fəˈladlē/





I.
 
noun




the collection and study of postage stamps.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
philatelic

 
/ˌfiləˈtelik /






adjective













2.
 
philatelically

 
/ˌfiləˈtelik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
philatelist

 
/fəˈladləst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
philatélie

 , from 
philo-

 ‘loving’ + Greek 
ateleia

 ‘exemption from payment’ (from 
a-

 ‘not’ + 
telos

 ‘toll, tax’), used to mean a franking mark or postage stamp exempting the recipient from payment.






-phile





I.
 
combining form




denoting fondness for a specified thing




•
 
bibliophile




•
 
Francophile.

















– origin

 from Greek 
philos

 ‘loving.’





Philem.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Philemon.













Philemon1


 
/fəˈlēmən, fī- /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a good, old countryman living with his wife Baucis in Phrygia who offered hospitality to Zeus and Hermes when the two gods came to earth, without revealing their identities, to test people's piety. Philemon and Baucis were subsequently saved from a flood that covered the district.









Philemon2







a book of the New Testament, an epistle of St. Paul to a well-to-do Christian living probably at Colossae in Phrygia.









philharmonic

 
/ˌfilərˈmänik ˌfilhärˈmänik/





I.
 
adjective




devoted to music (chiefly used in the names of orchestras)




•
 
the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
philharmonique

 , from Italian 
filarmonico

 ‘loving harmony’ (see phil-
 , harmonic
 ).





philhellene

 
/filˈhelēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lover of Greece and Greek culture




•
 
a romantic philhellene.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a supporter of Greek independence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
philhellenic

 
/ˌfilheˈlenik /






adjective













2.
 
philhellenism

 
/filˈheləˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
philellēn

 ‘loving the Greeks’ (see phil-
 , Hellene
 ).






-philia





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting fondness, especially an abnormal love for a specified thing




•
 
pedophilia.










2.
 
denoting undue inclination




•
 
spasmophilia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
philia

 ‘fondness.’





-philiac






combining form




in nouns and adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-philia

 (such as 
hemophiliac

 corresponding to 
hemophilia

 ).













-philic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-philia

 (such as 
paraphilic

 corresponding to 
paraphilia

 ).














Philip1


 
/ˈfilip/





I.
 
the name of five kings of ancient Macedonia, notably:




II.
 


Philip II

 (382–336 
BC

 ), father of Alexander the Great; reigned 359–336; known as 
Philip II of Macedon

 . He unified and expanded ancient Macedonia.




III.
 


Philip V

 (238–179 
BC

 ), reigned 221–179. His expansionist policies led to a series of confrontations with Rome, culminating in his defeat in 197 and his loss of control over Greece.









Philip2


 
/ˈfilip/





I.
 
the name of six kings of France.




II.
 


Philip I

 (1052–1108), reigned 1059–1108.




III.
 


Philip II

 (1165–1223), son of Louis VII; reigned 1180–1223; known as 
Philip Augustus

 . After mounting a series of campaigns against the English kings Henry II, Richard I, and John, Philip succeeded in regaining Normandy in 1204, Anjou in 1204, and most of Poitou in 1204–05.




IV.
 


Philip III

 (1245–85), reigned 1270–85; known as 
Philip the Bold

 .




V.
 


Philip IV

 (1268–1314), son of Philip III; reigned 1285–1314; known as 
Philip the Fair

 . He continued to extend French dominions, waging wars with England from 1294 until 1303 and with Flanders 1302–05.




VI.
 


Philip V

 (1293–1322), reigned 1316–22; known as 
Philip the Tall

 .




VII.
 


Philip VI

 (1293–1350), reigned 1328–50; known as 
Philip of Valois

 . The founder of the Valois dynasty, Philip came to the throne on the death of 
Charles IV

 , whose only child was a girl and barred from ruling. His claim was challenged by Edward III of England; the dispute developed into the Hundred Years War.









Philip3


 
/ˈfilip/





I.
 
the name of five kings of Spain.




II.
 


Philip I

 (1478–1506), reigned 1504–06; known as 
Philip the Handsome

 . Son of the Holy Roman Emperor 
Maximilian I

 , in 1496 Philip married the infanta 
Joanna

 , daughter of Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile. After Isabella's death he ruled Castile jointly with Joanna, establishing the Habsburgs as the ruling dynasty in Spain.




III.
 


Philip II

 (1527–98), son of Charles I (Holy Roman Emperor Charles V); reigned 1556–98. Philip came to the throne following his father's abdication. His reign was dominated by an anti-Protestant crusade that exhausted the Spanish economy. His Armada against England (1588) ended in defeat.




IV.
 


Philip III

 (1578–1621), reigned 1598–1621.




V.
 


Philip IV

 (1605–65), reigned 1621–65.




VI.
 


Philip V

 (1683–1746), grandson of Louis XIV; reigned 1700–24 and 1724–46. The selection of Philip as successor to Charles II, and Louis XIV's insistence that Philip remain an heir to the French throne, gave rise to the War of the Spanish Succession (1701–14). In 1724, Philip abdicated in favor of his son 
Louis I

 , but returned to the throne following Louis's death.










Philip, King






(
c.

 1639–76), chief of the Wampanoag Indians, son of Massasoit; Indian name 
Metacomet

 . From 1675, he waged King Philip's War on the New England colonists because they had taken some of his land and had killed three of his warriors. His defeat and death in battle in effect ended Indian resistance in New England.










Philip, Prince






Duke of Edinburgh (1921–), husband of Elizabeth II. The son of 
Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark

 , he married Princess Elizabeth in 1947; on the eve of his marriage he was created Duke of Edinburgh.









Philip, St.1







an apostle. He is commemorated with St. James the Less on May 1.









Philip, St.2







deacon of the early Christian Church; known as 
St. Philip the Evangelist

 . He was one of seven deacons appointed to superintend the secular business of the Church at Jerusalem (Acts 6:5–6). Feast day, June 6.









Philip II of Macedon






, Philip II of Macedonia (see Philip
 1
 ).










Philippi

 
/fəˈliˌpī, ˈfilə-/






a city in ancient Macedonia, close to the Aegean coast in northeastern Greece, near the port of Kaválla (ancient Neapolis). It was the scene in 42 
BC

 of two battles in which Mark Antony and Octavian defeated Brutus and Cassius.

Greek name Fílippoi
 .









Philippians

 
/fəˈlipēənz/






a book of the New Testament, an epistle of St. Paul to the Church at Philippi in Macedonia.









philippic

 
/fəˈlipik/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a bitter attack or denunciation, especially a verbal one.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
philippikos

 , the name given to Demosthenes' speeches against Philip II of Macedon, also to those of Cicero against Mark Antony.





Philippine

 
/ˈfiləˌpēn/






adjective




of or relating to the Philippines.

See also Filipino
 .














Philippine mahogany






noun



1.
 
reddish-brown timber from a tropical tree, used for paneling, cabinetry, and furniture. It resembles mahogany but is softer and less expensive.




2.
 
the tree that produces Philippine mahogany, harvested chiefly in Indonesia and the Philippines.

Also called lauan
 . [Genus 
Shorea

 , family 
Dipterocarpaceae

 : several species.]













Philippines

 
/ˈfiləˌpēnz/





I.
 
a country in Southeast Asia that consists of an archipelago of over 7,000 islands—the main ones being Luzon, Mindanao, Mindoro, Leyte, Samar, Negros, and Panay—that are separated from the Asian mainland by the South China Sea; pop. 97,976,600 (est. 2009); capital, Manila; languages, Filipino (based on Tagalog) and English.





Conquered by Spain in 1565, the islands were ceded to the US in 1898, following the Spanish-American War. The Philippines achieved full independence as a republic in 1946. From 1965, the country was under the increasingly dictatorial rule of Ferdinand Marcos; he was driven from power in 1986 and replaced by Corazón Aquino, who was president until 1992. Economic improvements that emerged in the 1990s were undone by the East Asian financial crisis that closed the decade. In 2013 large areas were devastated by typhoon Haiyan with the strongest winds ever recorded on land.





Philippine Sea






a section of the western Pacific on the east side of the Philippine Islands that extends north to Japan.

During World War II, several major battles, including that at Leyte Gulf
 , were fought here.









Philippopolis

 
/ˌfiləˈpäpələs/






ancient Greek name for Plovdiv
 .










philistine

 
/ˈfiləˌstēn/





I.
 
noun




a person who is hostile or indifferent to culture and the arts, or who has no understanding of them




•
 
I am a complete philistine when it comes to paintings.














II.
 
adjective




hostile or indifferent to culture and the arts




•
 
a philistine government




•
 
there were displays to inspire even the most philistine of visitors.














III.
 
derivatives





philistinism

 
/ˈfiləst(ə)nizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Philistine
 , originally with reference to a confrontation between university students and townspeople in Jena, Germany, in the late 17th cent.; a sermon on the conflict quoted “the Philistines are upon you” (Judges 16), which led to an association between the townspeople and those hostile to culture.






Philistine

 
/ˈfiləˌstēn, -ˌstīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a non-Semitic people of ancient southern Palestine, who came into conflict with the Israelites during the 12th and 11th centuries 
BC

 .





According to the Bible, the Philistines, from whom the country of Palestine took its name, came from Crete and settled the southern coastal plain of Canaan in the 12th century 
BC

 .







– origin

 Old English: from late Latin 
Philistinus

 from Greek 
Philistinos

 , from Hebrew 
pĕlištī

 : compare with Palestine
 . See also philistine
 .





Phillips

 
/ˈfiləps/





I.
 
adjective






‹trademark›

 denoting a screw with a cross-shaped slot for turning, the head of such a screw, or a corresponding screwdriver




•
 
the screws have deeply cut Phillips heads




•
 
a Phillips screwdriver




•
 
a Phillips-head screwdriver.

















– origin

 1930s: from the name of Henry F. 
Phillips

 (died 1958), the original American manufacturer.





Phillips curve





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 a supposed inverse relationship between the level of unemployment and the rate of inflation.











– origin

 1960s: named after Alban W. H. 
Phillips

 (1914–75), New Zealand economist.





phillumenist

 
/fəˈl(y)o͞omənəst/





I.
 
noun




a collector of matchboxes or matchbooks.








II.
 
derivatives





phillumeny

 
/-mənē /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from phil-
 ‘loving’ + Latin 
lumen

 ‘light’ + -ist
 .





Philly

 
/ˈfilē/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 Philadelphia.













Philly cheesesteak






noun




see cheesesteak
 .














philo-

 
phil-





I.
 
combining form




denoting a liking for a specified thing




•
 
philogynist




•
 
philopatric.

















– origin

 from Greek 
philein

 ‘to love’ or 
philos

 ‘loving.’





philodendron

 
/ˌfiləˈdendrən/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American climbing plant that is widely grown as a greenhouse or indoor plant.

[Genus 
Philodendron

 , family 
Araceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from philo-
 ‘loving’ + Greek 
dendron

 ‘tree.’





philogynist

 
/fəˈläjənəst/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a person who likes or admires women.








II.
 
derivatives





philogyny

 
/-ˈläjənē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from philo-
 ‘loving’ + Greek 
gunē

 ‘woman’ + -ist
 .





philology

 
/fəˈläləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of knowledge that deals with the structure, historical development, and relationships of a language or languages.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 literary or classical scholarship.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
philologian

 
/ˌfiləˈlōjēən /






noun













2.
 
philological

 
/ˌfiləˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
philologically

 
/ˌfiləˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
philologist

 
/fəˈläləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the Greek sense): current usage (late 17th cent.) from French 
philologie

 , via Latin from Greek 
philologia

 ‘love of learning’ (see philo-
 , -logy
 ).






Philomela

 
/ˌfiləˈmēlə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›


 
Philomel





I.
 
the daughter of Pandion, king of Athens. She was turned into a swallow and her sister Procne into a nightingale (or, in Latin versions, into a nightingale with Procne the swallow) when they were being pursued by the cruel Tereus, who had married Procne and raped Philomela.







– origin

 earlier as 
philomene

 , from medieval Latin 
philomena

 , from Latin 
philomela

 ‘nightingale,’ from Greek 
philomēla

 .





philopatric

 
/ˌfiləˈpatrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal or species) tending to return to or remain near a particular site or area.








II.
 
derivatives





philopatry

 
/fəˈläpətrē /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from philo-
 ‘liking’ + Greek 
patra

 ‘fatherland’ + -ic
 .





philoprogenitive

 
/ˌfiləprōˈjenədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 having many offspring




•
 
the philoprogenitive senator.










2.
 


‹formal›

 showing love toward one's offspring.








II.
 
derivatives





philoprogenitiveness






noun





















philos.






abbreviation



1.
 
philosopher.




2.
 
philosophical.




3.
 
philosophy.













philosopher

 
/fəˈläsəfər/





I.
 
noun




a person engaged or learned in philosophy, especially as an academic discipline.











– origin

 Middle English: from a variant of Old French 
philosophe

 , via Latin from Greek 
philosophos

 ‘lover of wisdom,’ from 
philein

 ‘to love’ + 
sophos

 ‘wise.’





philosopher kings






plural noun




(in the political theory of Plato) the elite whose knowledge enables them to rule justly.













philosopher's stone






noun

 — (
the philosopher's stone

 )


1.
 
a mythical substance supposed to change any metal into gold or silver and, according to some, to cure all diseases and prolong life indefinitely. Its discovery was the supreme object of alchemy.













philosophia perennis

 
/fəˌläsəˌfēə pəˈrenis/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a core of philosophical truths that is hypothesized to exist independently of and unaffected by time or place.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latin, literally ‘perennial philosophy.’





philosophical

 
/ˌfiləˈsäfək(ə)l /

 
philosophic






adjective



1.
 
relating or devoted to the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence




•
 
philosophical discussions about free will




•
 
the American Philosophical Society.










2.
 
having or showing a calm attitude toward disappointments or difficulties




•
 
he was 
philosophical about

 losing the contract.



















philosophically

 
/ˌfiləˈsäfək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence




•
 
philosophically, he was closer to Locke than to Rousseau




•
 
these views are politically and philosophically unsound.










2.
 
in a way that shows a calm attitude toward disappointments or difficulties




•
 
shrugging philosophically, the guards followed orders.



















philosophize

 
/fəˈläsəˌfīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speculate or theorize about fundamental or serious issues, especially in a tedious or pompous way




•
 
he paused for a while to philosophize on racial equality.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — explain or argue (a point or idea) in terms of one's philosophical theories.








II.
 
derivatives





philosophizer

 
/fəˈläsəˌfīzər /






noun





















philosophy

 
/fəˈläsəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence, especially when considered as an academic discipline.

See also natural philosophy
 .




2.
 
a particular system of philosophical thought




•
 
Schopenhauer’s philosophy.










3.
 
the study of the theoretical basis of a particular branch of knowledge or experience




•
 


the philosophy of

 science.










4.
 
a theory or attitude held by a person or organization that acts as a guiding principle for behavior




•
 
don't expect anything and you won't be disappointed, that's my philosophy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
philosophie

 , via Latin from Greek 
philosophia

 ‘love of wisdom.’





-philous






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-philia

 (such as 
coprophilous

 corresponding to 
copraphilia

 ).













philter

 
/ˈfiltər /

 


‹Brit.›

 philtre





I.
 
noun




a drink supposed to arouse love and desire for a particular person in the drinker; a love potion.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
philtre

 , via Latin from Greek 
philtron

 , from 
philein

 ‘to love.’





philtrum

 
/ˈfiltrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the vertical groove between the base of the nose and the border of the upper lip.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the junction between the two halves of the upper lip or of an animal's nose.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
philtron

 ‘love potion.’






-phily






combining form




equivalent to -philia
 .













phimosis

 
/fīˈmōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital narrowing of the opening of the foreskin so that it cannot be retracted.








II.
 
derivatives





phimotic

 
/fīˈmätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, literally ‘muzzling.’






phishing

 
/ˈfiSHiNG/





I.
 
noun




the fraudulent practice of sending emails purporting to be from reputable companies in order to induce individuals to reveal personal information, such as passwords and credit card numbers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phish






verb













2.
 
phisher






noun



















– origin

 1990s: respelling of 
fishing

 , on the pattern of 
phreaking

 .





phiz

 
/fiz/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's face or expression.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: abbreviation of physiognomy
 .





phlebitis

 
/fləˈbīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the walls of a vein.








II.
 
derivatives





phlebitic

 
/fleˈbidik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
phleps

 , 
phleb-

 ‘vein.’





phlebography

 
/fləˈbäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 radiography of the veins carried out after injection of a radiopaque substance.








II.
 
derivatives





phlebographic

 
/ˌflebəˈɡrafik /






adjective






















phlebotomy

 
/fləˈbädəmē/





I.
 
noun




the surgical opening or puncture of a vein in order to withdraw blood or introduce a fluid, or (historically) as part of the procedure of letting blood.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phlebotomist






noun













2.
 
phlebotomize

 
/fləˈbädəˌmīz /






verb




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
phlebotomia

 , from Greek, from 
phleps

 , 
phleb-

 ‘vein’ + 
-tomia

 ‘cutting.’






phlegm

 
/flem/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thick viscous substance secreted by the mucous membranes of the respiratory passages, especially when produced in excessive or abnormal quantities, e.g., when someone is suffering from a cold.




2.
 
(in medieval science and medicine) one of the four bodily humors, believed to be associated with a calm, stolid, or apathetic temperament.




3.
 
calmness of temperament




•
 
phlegm and determination carried them through many difficult situations.














II.
 
derivatives





phlegmy

 
/ˈflemē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
fleem

 , 
fleume

 , from Old French 
fleume

 , from late Latin 
phlegma

 ‘clammy moisture (of the body),’ from Greek 
phlegma

 ‘inflammation,’ from 
phlegein

 ‘to burn.’ The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with the Latin and Greek.





phlegmatic

 
/fleɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having an unemotional and stolidly calm disposition.








II.
 
derivatives





phlegmatically

 
/fleɡˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to the humor phlegm’): from Old French 
fleumatique

 , via Latin from Greek 
phlegmatikos

 , from 
phlegma

 ‘inflammation’ (see phlegm
 ).






phloem

 
/ˈflōˌem/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the vascular tissue in plants that conducts sugars and other metabolic products downward from the leaves.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phloos

 ‘bark’ + the passive suffix 
-ēma

 .





phlogiston

 
/flōˈjistən/





I.
 
noun




a substance supposed by 18th-century chemists to exist in all combustible bodies, and to be released in combustion.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
phlogizein

 ‘set on fire,’ from 
phlox

 , 
phlog-

 ‘flame,’ from the base of 
phlegein

 ‘to burn.’





phlogopite

 
/ˈfläɡəˌpīt/





I.
 
noun




a brown micaceous mineral that occurs chiefly in metamorphosed limestone and magnesium-rich igneous rocks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
phlogōpos

 ‘fiery’ (from the base of 
phlegein

 ‘to burn’) + 
ōps

 , 
ōp-

 ‘face’ + -ite
 1
 .





phlox

 
/fläks/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant that typically has dense clusters of colorful scented flowers, widely grown as a rock-garden or border plant.

[Genus 
Phlox

 , family 
Polemoniaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, denoting a flame-colored flower, from Greek, literally ‘flame.’





Ph.M.






abbreviation




Master of Philosophy.













Phnom Penh

 
/(pə)ˌnäm ˈpen/






the capital of Cambodia, a port at the junction of the Mekong and Tonlé Sap rivers; pop. 1,438,300 (est. 2009). Between 1975 and 1979, the Khmer Rouge forced a great many of its inhabitants (then 2.5 million) to leave the city and resettle in the country.









pho

 
/fər/





I.
 
noun




a type of Vietnamese soup, typically made from beef stock and spices to which noodles and thinly sliced beef or chicken are added.











– origin

 Vietnamese, perhaps from French 
feu

 (in pot-au-feu
 ).





-phobe





I.
 
combining form




denoting a person having a fear or dislike of what is specified




•
 
homophobe




•
 
xenophobe.

















– origin

 from French, via Latin 
-phobus

 from Greek 
-phobos

 ‘fearing,’ from 
phobos

 ‘fear.’






phobia

 
/ˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




an extreme or irrational fear of or aversion to something




•
 
he had a 
phobia about

 being under water




•
 
a 
phobia of

 germs




•
 
a snake phobia.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: independent usage of -phobia
 .






-phobia





I.
 
combining form




extreme or irrational fear or dislike of a specified thing or group




•
 
arachnophobia




•
 
Russophobia.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek.





phobic

 
/ˈfōbik/





I.
 
adjective




having or involving an extreme or irrational fear of or aversion to something




•
 
she's phobic about spiders




•
 
treatment for phobic anxiety.














II.
 
noun




a person with an extreme or irrational fear of or aversion to something




•
 
a snake phobic.



















-phobic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-phobia

 (such as 
technophobic

 corresponding to 
technophobia

 ).














Phobos

 
/ˈfōbəs, ˈfōbäs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the inner, and larger, of the two satellites of Mars, discovered in 1877. Heavily cratered and shaped like a potato, it is 17 miles (28 km) long.

Compare with Deimos
 .







– origin

 named after one of the sons of the Greek war god Ares
 . The name means literally ‘fear.’





phocine

 
/ˈfōsīn/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or affecting the true (earless) seals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Phocinae

 (subfamily name), from Greek 
phōkē

 ‘seal.’





phocomelia

 
/ˌfōkōˈmēlēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rare congenital deformity in which the hands or feet are attached close to the trunk, the limbs being grossly underdeveloped or absent. This condition was a side effect of the drug thalidomide taken during early pregnancy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
phōkē

 ‘seal’ + 
melos

 ‘limb.’





phoebe

 
/ˈfēbē/





I.
 
noun




an American tyrant flycatcher with mainly gray-brown or blackish plumage.

[Genus 
Sayornis

 , family 
Tyrannidae

 : three species, in particular the common 
eastern phoebe

 (
S. phoebe

 ).]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: imitative; influenced by the name Phoebe
 .






Phoebe

 
/ˈfēbē/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a Titaness, daughter of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth). She became the mother of Leto and thus the grandmother of Apollo and Artemis. In the later Greek writers, her name was often used for Selene (Moon).




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a satellite of Saturn, the furthest from the planet and with an eccentric retrograde orbit, discovered in 1898. At a distance of 8 million miles (13 million km) from Saturn, it has a diameter of 137 miles (220 km).







– origin

 from Greek 
Phoibē

 , literally ‘bright one.’





Phoebus

 
/ˈfēbəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
an epithet of Apollo, used in contexts in which the god was identified with the sun.







– origin

 from Greek 
Phoibos

 , literally ‘bright one.’





Phoenicia

 
/fəˈniSHə fəˈnēSHə/





I.
 
an ancient country on the shores of the eastern Mediterranean Sea, corresponding to modern Lebanon and the coastal plains of Syria. It consisted of a number of city states, including Tyre and Sidon, and was a flourishing center of Mediterranean trade and colonization during the early part of the 1st millennium 
BC

 .







– origin

 from Latin, from Greek 
Phoinikē

 .





Phoenician

 
/fəˈniSHən fəˈnēSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Semitic people inhabiting ancient Phoenicia and its colonies. The Phoenicians prospered from trade and manufacturing until the capital, Tyre, was sacked by Alexander the Great in 332 
BC

 .




2.
 
the Semitic language of the Phoenicians, written in an alphabet that was the ancestor of the Greek and Roman alphabets.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Phoenicia or its colonies, or its people, language, or alphabet.














phoenix

 
/ˈfēniks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in classical mythology) a unique bird that lived for five or six centuries in the Arabian desert, after this time burning itself on a funeral pyre and rising from the ashes with renewed youth to live through another cycle.




2.
 
a person or thing regarded as uniquely remarkable in some respect.








II.
 
phrases





rise like a phoenix from the ashes






emerge renewed after apparent disaster or destruction.















– origin

 from Old French 
fenix

 , via Latin from Greek 
phoinix

 ‘Phoenician, reddish purple, or phoenix.’





Phoenix1


 
/ˈfēniks /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Phoenix), west of Grus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Phoenicis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Phoenicis.













– origin

 Latin.





Phoenix2


 
/ˈfēniks/






the capital of Arizona; pop. 1,567,924 (est. 2008). Its warm dry climate makes it a popular winter resort.









Phoenix Islands






a group of eight islands that lie just south of the equator in the western Pacific Ocean. They form a part of Kiribati.









Pholidota

 
/ˌfäliˈdōtə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small order of mammals that comprises the pangolins.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
pholidōtos

 ‘scaly,’ from 
pholis

 , 
pholid-

 ‘scale.’





phon

 
/fän/





I.
 
noun




a unit of the perceived loudness of sounds.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘sound.’





phon.






abbreviation




phonetics.













phonation

 
/fōˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 the production or utterance of speech sounds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phonate

 
/ˈfōˌnāt /






verb













2.
 
phonatory

 
/ˈfōnəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘sound, voice’ + -ation
 .






phone1


 
/fōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a telephone




•
 
a few seconds later the phone rang




•
 
a receptionist answered the phone




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a phone number.










2.
 
(
phones

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 headphones or earphones.








II.
 
verb

 — (also 
phone up

 or 
phone someone up

 )


1.
 
call someone on the telephone


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he phoned her at work




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she phoned about twenty minutes ago.














III.
 
phrases





phone it in








‹informal›

 work or perform in a perfunctory or unenthusiastic manner.















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of telephone
 .





phone2


 
/fōn/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a speech sound; the smallest discrete segment of sound in a stream of speech.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘sound, voice.’






-phone





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting an instrument using or connected with sound




•
 
megaphone.










2.
 
denoting a person who uses a specified language




•
 
francophone.

















– origin

 from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘sound, voice.’





phone bank






noun






(US)

 a battery of telephones




•
 
campaign volunteers have spent countless hours manning phone banks.



















phone book

 
/ˈfōn ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a telephone directory.













phone call






noun




an instance of speaking to someone on the phone or attempting to contact someone by phone




•
 
he decided to 
make a phone call

 to a friend




•
 
an hour-long phone call with the prime minister




•
 
I 
got a phone call

 from my mom this morning.



















phone card

 
/ˈfōnkärd/






noun




another term for calling card
 (
sense

 2).













phone hacking





I.
 
noun




the action or practice of gaining unauthorized access to data stored in another person's phone, especially in order to access their voicemail.








II.
 
derivatives





phone hacker






noun





















phone-in

 
/ˈfōn ˈˌin/






noun, adjective




another term for call-in
 .














phoneme

 
/ˈfōnēm/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 any of the perceptually distinct units of sound in a specified language that distinguish one word from another, for example 
p

 , 
b

 , 
d

 , and 
t

 in the English words 
pad

 , 
pat

 , 
bad

 , and 
bat

 .

Compare with allophone
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phonemic

 
/fōˈnēmik fəˈnēmik /






adjective













2.
 
phonemics

 
/fōˈnēmiks /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
phonème

 , from Greek 
phōnēma

 ‘sound, speech,’ from 
phōnein

 ‘speak.’





phone sex






noun




sexually explicit telephone conversation engaged in for the purposes of sexual gratification.













phone tapping






noun




the action or practice of connecting a device to a telephone so that the conversation can be listened to secretly




•
 
the ban on phone tapping should be strengthened




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a phone-tapping scandal.




















phonetic

 
/fəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 of or relating to speech sounds




•
 
detailed phonetic information.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a system of writing) having a direct correspondence between symbols and sounds




•
 
a phonetic alphabet.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 of or relating to phonetics




•
 
the teachers should receive phonetic training.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phonetically

 
/fōˈnedək(ə)lē fəˈnedək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
phoneticism

 
/-ˈnetiˌsizəm /






noun













3.
 
phoneticist

 
/-ˈnetisist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
phoneticus

 , from Greek 
phōnētikos

 , from 
phōnein

 ‘speak.’





phonetics

 
/fəˈnediks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study and classification of speech sounds.








II.
 
derivatives





phonetician

 
/ˌfōnəˈtiSH(ə)n ˌfänəˈtiSH(ə)n /






noun





















phone tree






noun



1.
 
a menu-driven system that routes callers to recordings, more menus, or a person, depending on their responses.




•
 
users had to navigate an elaborate phone tree before reaching a counselor.










2.
 
a system for contacting a large number of people quickly in which each person called then telephones a number of other designated people.














phonic

 
/ˈfänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to speech sounds.




2.
 
of or relating to phonics




•
 
the English language presents difficulties if a purely phonic approach is attempted.














II.
 
derivatives





phonically

 
/ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘voice’ + -ic
 .






phonics

 
/ˈfäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a method of teaching people to read by correlating sounds with letters or groups of letters in an alphabetic writing system.













phono

 
/ˈfōnō/





I.
 
noun




short for phonograph
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a type of plug, and the corresponding socket, used with audio and video equipment, in which one conductor is cylindrical and the other is a central prong that extends beyond it.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of phonograph
 .






phono-





I.
 
combining form




relating to sound




•
 
phonograph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘sound, voice.’





phonocardiogram

 
/ˌfōnōˈkärdēəɡram/






noun






[Medicine]

 a chart or record of the sounds made by the heart.













phonogram

 
/ˈfōnəˌɡram/






noun






[Phonetics]

 a symbol representing a vocal sound.














phonograph

 
/ˈfōnəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a record player.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an early sound-reproducing machine that used cylinders to record as well as reproduce sound.








II.
 
derivatives





phonographic

 
/ˌfōnəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















phonograph record






noun






(N. Amer.)

 fuller form of record
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).













phonolite

 
/ˈfōnəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a fine-grained volcanic rock composed of alkali feldspars and nepheline.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from phono-
 ‘relating to sound’ (because of its resonance when struck) + -lite
 .





phonology

 
/fəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of linguistics that deals with systems of sounds (including or excluding phonetics), especially in a particular language.




2.
 
the system of relationships among the speech sounds that constitute the fundamental components of a language.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phonological

 
/ˌfän(ə)lˈäjək(ə)l ˌfōn(ə)lˈäjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
phonologically

 
/ˌfän(ə)lˈäjək(ə)lē ˌfōn(ə)lˈäjək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
phonologist

 
/fəˈnäləjəst fōˈnäləjəst /






noun





















phonon

 
/ˈfōnän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a quantum of energy or a quasiparticle associated with a compressional wave such as sound or a vibration of a crystal lattice.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
phōnē

 ‘sound,’ on the pattern of 
photon

 .





phonotactics

 
/ˌfōnōˈtaktiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the rules governing the possible phoneme sequences in a language.








II.
 
derivatives





phonotactic

 
/–tik /






adjective





















phony

 
/ˈfōnē /

 

‹informal›


 
phoney





I.
 
adjective




not genuine; fraudulent




•
 
I thought your accent was a bit phony.














II.
 
noun




a fraudulent person or thing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phonily

 
/ˈfōnilē /






adverb













2.
 
phoniness

 
/ˈfōnēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





phony war






the period of comparative inaction at the beginning of World War II between the German invasion of Poland (September 1939) and that of Norway (April 1940).










phooey

 
/ˈfo͞oē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




used to express disdain or disbelief




•
 
I say 
phooey to

 all their money and fine clothes.














II.
 
noun




nonsense




•
 
those excuses are a lot of phooey.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.






-phore





I.
 
combining form




denoting an agent or bearer of a specified thing




•
 
ionophore




•
 
semaphore.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
-phorus

 , from Greek 
-phoros

 , 
-phoron

 ‘bearing, bearer,’ from 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





phoresy

 
/ˈfôrəsē/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an association between two organisms in which one (e.g., a mite) travels on the body of another, without being a parasite.








II.
 
derivatives





phoretic

 
/fəˈretik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from French 
phorésie

 , from Greek 
phorēsis

 ‘being carried.’





Phoronida

 
/fəˈränədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of wormlike marine invertebrates.




II.
 
derivatives





phoronid

 
/fəˈrōnid /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
Phoronis

 , 
Phoronid-

 , the name of a character in Greek mythology.





-phorous






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-phore

 (such as 
ionophorous

 corresponding to 
ionophore

 ).














phosgene

 
/ˈfäsjēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless poisonous gas made by the reaction of chlorine and carbon monoxide. It was used as a poison gas, notably in World War I.

[Alternative name: 
carbonyl chloride

 ; chem. formula: COCl2
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
phōs

 ‘light’ + -gen
 , with reference to its original production by the action of sunlight on chlorine and carbon monoxide.





phosphatase

 
/ˈfäsfəˌtās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the hydrolysis of organic phosphates in a specified (acid or alkaline) environment.













phosphate

 
/ˈfäsfāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of phosphoric acid, containing PO4
 3−
 or a related anion or a group such as —OPO(OH)2
 .




2.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 an effervescent soft drink containing phosphoric acid, soda water, and flavoring.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
phosphore

 ‘phosphorus.’





phosphatic

 
/fäsˈfadik/






adjective




(chiefly of rocks and fertilizer) containing or consisting of phosphates.













phosphatide

 
/ˈfäsfəˌtīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of compounds that are fatty acid esters of glycerol phosphate with a nitrogen base linked to the phosphate group.













phosphatidylcholine

 
/ˌfäsfəˌtīdlˈkōlēn, fäsˌfatədl-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for lecithin
 .













phosphene

 
/ˈfäsfēn/





I.
 
noun




a ring or spot of light produced by pressure on the eyeball or direct stimulation of the visual system other than by light.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
phōs

 ‘light’ + 
phainein

 ‘to show.’





phosphide

 
/ˈfäsfīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of phosphorus with another element or group.














phosphine

 
/ˈfäsfēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless foul-smelling gaseous compound of phosphorus and hydrogen, analogous to ammonia, widely used as an insecticidal fumigant in agricultural products.

[Chem. formula: PH3
 . It forms salts containing the 
phosphonium

 ion, PH4
 +
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from phospho-
 ‘relating to phosphorus’ + -ine
 4
 , on the pattern of 
amine

 .





phosphite

 
/ˈfäsfīt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 old-fashioned term for phosphonate
 (see phosphonic acid
 ).














phospho-






combining form




representing phosphorus
 .














phosphocreatine

 
/ˌfäsfōˈkrēətēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a phosphate ester of creatine found in vertebrate muscle, where it serves to store phosphates to provide energy for muscular contraction.













phosphodiesterase

 
/ˌfäsfōdīˈestərās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that breaks a phosphodiester bond in an oligonucleotide.













phosphodiester bond

 
/ˌfäsfōdīˈestər ˌbänd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a chemical bond of the kind joining successive sugar molecules in a polynucleotide.














phospholipase

 
/ˌfäsfōˈlīpās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that hydrolyzes lecithin or a similar phospholipid.













phospholipid

 
/ˌfäsfōˈlipid/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a lipid containing a phosphate group in its molecule, e.g., lecithin.














phosphonic acid

 
/fäsˌfänik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid obtained by the reaction of phosphorus trioxide with water.

[A dibasic acid; chem. formula: HPO(OH)2
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





phosphonate

 
/ˈfäsfəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
phosphonic

 from phospho-
 ‘relating to phosphorus,’ on the pattern of 
sulfonic

 .





phosphonium

 
/fäsˈfōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




see phosphine
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of phosphorus
 and ammonium
 .





phosphoprotein

 
/ˌfäsfōˈprōtēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that contains phosphorus (other than in an associated nucleic acid or phospholipid).













phosphor

 
/ˈfäsfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a synthetic fluorescent or phosphorescent substance, especially any of those used to coat the screens of cathode ray tubes.




2.
 
old-fashioned term for phosphorus
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
phosphorus

 (see phosphorus
 ).





phosphorated

 
/ˈfäsfəˌrādəd/






adjective




combined or impregnated with phosphorus.













phosphor bronze






noun




a tough, hard form of bronze containing a small amount of phosphorus, used especially for bearings.













phosphoresce

 
/ˌfäsfəˈres/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit light or radiation by phosphorescence.













phosphorescence

 
/ˌfäsfəˈresəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
light emitted by a substance without combustion or perceptible heat




•
 
the stones overhead gleamed with phosphorescence.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the emission of radiation in a similar manner to fluorescence but on a longer timescale, so that emission continues after excitation ceases.








II.
 
derivatives





phosphorescent

 
/ˌfäsfəˈresnt /






adjective






















phosphoric

 
/fäsˈfôrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or containing phosphorus.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of phosphorus with a valence of five.

Compare with phosphorous
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
phosphorique

 , from 
phosphore

 ‘phosphorus.’






phosphoric acid






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid obtained, e.g., by treating phosphates with sulfuric acid, and used in fertilizer and soap manufacture and in food processing.

[A tribasic acid; chem. formula: H3
 PO4
 .]













phosphorite

 
/ˈfäsfəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a sedimentary rock containing a high proportion of calcium phosphate.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from phosphorus
 + -ite
 1
 .






phosphorous

 
/ˈfäsfərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or containing phosphorus.

Compare with phosphoric
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 of phosphorus with a valence of three.




3.
 
phosphorescent.











usage:

 The correct spelling for the noun denoting the chemical element is 
phosphorus

 , while the adjective meaning ‘relating to or containing phosphorus’ is spelled 
phosphorous

 . A common mistake is to use the spelling 
phosphorous

 for the noun as well as the adjective.





phosphorous acid






noun




another term for phosphonic acid
 .














phosphorus

 
/ˈfäsf(ə)rəs/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
P

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 15, a poisonous, combustible nonmetal that exists in two common allotropic forms, 
white phosphorus

 , a yellowish waxy solid that ignites spontaneously in air and glows in the dark, and 
red phosphorus

 , a less reactive form used in making matches.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
phōsphoros

 , from 
phōs

 ‘light’ + 
-phoros

 ‘-bringing.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at phosphorous
 .





phosphorylase

 
/ˈfäsfərəˌlās, fäsˈfôrəˌlās/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that introduces a phosphate group into an organic molecule, notably glucose.













phosphorylate

 
/fäsˈfôrəlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Biochemistry]

 introduce a phosphate group into (a molecule or compound).








II.
 
derivatives





phosphorylation

 
/ˈfäsfərəˈlāSHən /






noun





















phot

 
/fōt/





I.
 
noun




a unit of illumination equal to one lumen per square centimeter.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
phōs

 , 
phōt-

 ‘light.’





photic

 
/ˈfōdik/






adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to light, especially as an agent of chemical change or physiological response.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Ecology]

 denoting the layers of the ocean reached by sufficient sunlight to allow plant growth




•
 
an average depth for the 
photic zone

 is about 300 feet.



















photino

 
/fōˈtēnō/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the hypothetical supersymmetric counterpart of the photon, with spin −½.











– origin

 1970s: from photon
 + 
-ino

 from neutrino
 .





photo

 
/ˈfōdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a photograph.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a photo finish.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.






photo-

 
/ˈfōdō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to light




•
 
photochemical.










2.
 
relating to photography




•
 
photocomposition.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 from Greek 
phōs

 , 
phōt-

 ‘light’; 
sense

 2, abbreviation of photography
 .





photoactive

 
/ˌfōdōˈaktiv/






adjective




(of a substance) capable of a chemical or physical change in response to illumination.













photobiology

 
/ˌfōdōbīˈäləjē/






noun




the study of the effects of light on living organisms.













photobleaching

 
/ˌfōdōˈblēCHiNG/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 loss of color by a pigment (such as chlorophyll or rhodopsin) when illuminated.













photoblog

 
/ˈfōdōˌbläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a blog in which the postings are primarily in the form of photographs.




•
 
I'm helping them set up a photoblog which will hopefully give everyone a chance to see some of those amazing pictures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photoblogger






noun













2.
 
photoblogging






noun





















photobomb

 
/ˈfōdōˌbäm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spoil a photograph of (a person or thing) by unexpectedly appearing in the camera's field of view as the picture is taken, typically as a prank or practical joke




•
 
we were interrupted and photobombed by at least twenty tourists




•
 (as 
noun

 
photobombing

 )
 
the concept of photobombing has probably been around as long as photography.










2.
 
spoil (a photograph) by unexpectedly appearing in the camera's field of view as the picture is taken




•
 
she actually photobombed a picture of me with Jonah.














II.
 
noun




a photograph that has been spoiled by the unexpected appearance of an unintended subject in the camera's field of view as the picture was taken




•
 
everyone loves a good photobomb and it's even more hilarious when celebrities get in on the action.














III.
 
derivatives





photobomber






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: perhaps after Google bomb
 .





photocatalysis

 
/ˌfōdōkəˈtaləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the acceleration of a chemical reaction by light.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photocatalyst

 
/-ˈkatl-ist /






noun













2.
 
photocatalytic

 
/-ˌkatəˈlitik /






adjective





















photocathode

 
/ˌfōdōˈkaTHōd/






noun




a cathode that emits electrons when illuminated, causing an electric current.













photo CD






noun






‹trademark›

 a compact disc on which still photographs may be stored.













photocell

 
/ˈfōdōˌsel/






noun




short for photoelectric cell
 .













photochemical

 
/ˌfōdōˈkemik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or caused by the chemical action of light




•
 
photochemical smog.










2.
 
of or relating to photochemistry.








II.
 
derivatives





photochemically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















photochemistry

 
/ˌfōdōˈkeməstrē/






noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with the chemical effects of light.













photochromic

 
/ˌfōdəˈkrōmik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) undergoing a reversible change in color or shade when exposed to light of a particular frequency or intensity




•
 
photochromic sunglasses.














II.
 
derivatives





photochromism

 
/-ˈkrōmizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from photo-
 ‘relating to light’ + Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color’ + -ic
 .





photocoagulation

 
/ˌfōdōkōˌaɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 the use of a laser beam or other intense light source to coagulate and destroy or fuse small areas of tissue, especially in the retina.














photocomposition

 
/ˌfōdōˌkämpəˈziSH(ə)n/






noun






[Printing]

 the setting of material to be printed by projecting it onto photographic film from which the printing surface is prepared.













photoconductivity

 
/ˌfōdōˌkändəkˈtivədē/





I.
 
noun




increased electrical conductivity caused by the presence of light.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photoconductive

 
/ˌfōdək(ə)nˈdəktiv /






adjective













2.
 
photoconductor

 
/-kənˈdəktər /






noun





















photocopier

 
/ˈfōdōˌkäpēər/






noun




a machine for making photocopies.













photocopy

 
/ˈfōdōˌkäpē/





I.
 
noun




a photographic copy of printed or written material produced by a process involving the action of light on a specially prepared surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a photocopy of.








III.
 
derivatives





photocopiable

 
/ˈfōdōˌkäpēəb(ə)l /






adjective





















photocurrent

 
/ˌfōdōˈkərənt/






noun




an electric current induced by the action of light.













photodegradable

 
/ˌfōdōdəˈɡrādəb(ə)l/






adjective




capable of being decomposed by the action of light, especially sunlight




•
 
photodegradable plastic.



















photodegrade

 
/ˌfōdōdəˈɡrād/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a substance or object) be decomposed by the action of light, especially sunlight




•
 
the fiber will photodegrade in about 6 months.














II.
 
derivatives





photodegradation






noun





















photodetector

 
/ˌfōdōdəˈtektər/






noun




a device that detects or responds to incident light by using the electrical effect of individual photons.













photodiode

 
/ˌfōdōˈdīōd/






noun




a semiconductor diode that, when exposed to light, generates a potential difference or changes its electrical resistance.













photodissociation

 
/ˌfōdōdiˌsōSHēˈāSH(ə)n ˌfōdōdiˌsōsēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Chemistry]

 dissociation of a chemical compound by the action of light.













photodynamic

 
/ˌfōdōdīˈnamik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 denoting treatment for cancer involving the injection of a cytotoxic compound that is relatively inactive until activated by a laser beam after collecting in the tumor.













photoelectric

 
/ˌfōdōəˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by or involving the emission of electrons from a surface by the action of light.








II.
 
derivatives





photoelectricity

 
/ˌfōdōəˌlekˈtrisədē /






noun






















photoelectric cell






noun




a device that generates an electric current or voltage dependent on the degree of illumination.













photoelectron

 
/ˌfōdōəˈlekträn/





I.
 
noun




an electron emitted from an atom by interaction with a photon, especially an electron emitted from a solid surface by the action of light.








II.
 
derivatives





photoelectronic

 
/-ilekˈränik /






adjective





















photoemission

 
/ˌfōdōəˈmiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the emission of electrons from a surface caused by the action of light striking it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photoemissive






adjective













2.
 
photoemitter

 
/-iˈmitər /






noun





















photoessay

 
/ˌfōdōˈesā/






noun




an essay or short article consisting of text and numerous photographs.













photo finish

 
/ˈˌfōdō ˈfiniSH/






noun




a close finish of a race in which the winner is identifiable only from a photograph taken as the competitors cross the finish line.













photofinishing

 
/ˌfōdōˈfiniSHiNG/






noun




the commercial development and printing of film.














photofit

 
/ˈfōdōfit/






noun






(Brit.)

 a reconstructed picture of a person, especially one wanted by the police, made from composite photographs of facial features.













photog

 
/fəˈtäɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 a photographer.













photogenic

 
/ˌfōdəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person) looking attractive in photographs or on film




•
 
a photogenic child.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of an organism or tissue) producing or emitting light.








II.
 
derivatives





photogenically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb





















photogeology

 
/ˌfōdōjēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the field of study concerned with the geological interpretation of aerial photographs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photogeological

 
/-ˌjēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
photogeologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















photogram

 
/ˈfōdəˌɡram/






noun



1.
 
a picture produced with photographic materials, such as light-sensitive paper, but without a camera.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a photograph.













photogrammetry

 
/ˌfōdəˈɡramətrē/





I.
 
noun




the use of photography in surveying and mapping to measure distances between objects.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photogrammetric

 
/ˌfōdəˌɡrəˈmetric /






adjective













2.
 
photogrammetrist

 
/ˌfōdəˈɡramətrəst /






noun





















photograph

 
/ˈfōdəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a picture made using a camera, in which an image is focused onto film or other light-sensitive material and then made visible and permanent by chemical treatment, or stored digitally.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a photograph of.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — appear in a particular way when in a photograph




•
 
that cityscape photographs well.














III.
 
derivatives





photographable






adjective





















photographer

 
/fəˈtäɡrəfər/






noun




a person who takes photographs, especially as a job




•
 
a freelance press photographer.



















photographic

 
/ˌfōdəˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or resembling photographs




•
 
high-tech digital photographic equipment.














II.
 
derivatives





photographically

 
/ˈˌfōdəˈɡrafək(ə)lē /






adverb





















photographic memory

 
/ˌfōdəˌɡrafik ˈmem(ə)rē/






noun




the ability to remember information or visual images in great detail.














photography

 
/fəˈtäɡrəfē/






noun




the art or practice of taking and processing photographs.

Modern photography is based on the property of silver compounds decomposing to metallic silver when exposed to light. The light-sensitive salts are held in an emulsion (in color film, layers of emulsion) usually mounted on transparent roll film.














photogravure

 
/ˌfōdəɡrəˈvyo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an image produced from a photographic negative transferred to a metal plate and etched in.




2.
 
the production of photogravure images.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
photo-

 ‘relating to light’ + 
gravure

 ‘engraving.’





photoionization

 
/ˌfōdōˌīənəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Physics]

 ionization produced in a medium by the action of electromagnetic radiation.













photojournalism

 
/ˌfōdōˈjərnəˌlizəm/






noun




the art or practice of communicating news by photographs, especially in magazines.













photojournalist

 
/ˌfōdōˈjərnələst/






noun




a journalist who communicates news by photographs




•
 
a photojournalist with a knack for capturing the decisive moment.



















photolithography

 
/ˌfōdōliˈTHäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




lithography using plates made photographically.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photolithographic

 
/-ˌliTHəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
photolithographically

 
/-ˌliTHəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















photolysis

 
/fōˈtäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the decomposition or separation of molecules by the action of light.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photolyze

 
/ˈfōtlˌīz /






verb













2.
 
photolytic

 
/ˌfōtlˈitik /






adjective





















photom.






abbreviation




photometry.













photomap

 
/ˈfōdōˌmap/






noun




a map made from or drawn on photographs of the area concerned.













photomask

 
/ˈfōdōˌmask/






noun






[Electronics]

 a photographic pattern used in making microcircuits, ultraviolet light being shone through the mask onto a photoresist in order to transfer the pattern.













photomechanical

 
/ˌfōdōməˈkanək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting processes in which photography is involved in the making of a printing plate.








II.
 
derivatives





photomechanically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















photometer

 
/fōˈtämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the intensity of light.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photometric

 
/ˌfōdəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
photometrically

 
/ˌfōtōˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
photometry

 
/fəˈtämətrē /






noun






















photomicrograph

 
/ˌfōdōˈmīkrōɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a photograph of a microscopic object, taken with the aid of a microscope.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photomicrographer

 
/-mīˈkräɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
photomicrography

 
/ˌfōdōˌmīˈkräɡrəfē /






noun





















photomontage

 
/ˌfōdōmänˈtäZH/






noun



1.
 
a montage constructed from photographic images.




2.
 
the technique of constructing a photomontage.













photomorphogenesis

 
/ˌfōdōˌmôrfəˈjenəsəs/






noun






[Botany]

 development of form and structure in plants that is affected by light, other than that occurring for photosynthesis.













photomosaic

 
/ˌfōdōmōˈzāik/






noun




a large-scale detailed picture or map built up by combining photographs of small areas.













photomultiplier

 
/ˌfōdōˈməltəplīər/






noun




an instrument containing a photoelectric cell and a series of electrodes, used to detect and amplify the light from very faint sources.













photomural

 
/ˌfōdōˈmyo͝orəl/






noun




a mural consisting of a single enlarged photograph or a collection of photographs covering a wall.














photon

 
/ˈfōtän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a particle representing a quantum of light or other electromagnetic radiation. A photon carries energy proportional to the radiation frequency but has zero rest mass.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
phōs

 , 
phōt-

 ‘light,’ on the pattern of 
electron

 .





photonegative

 
/ˌfōdōˈneɡədiv/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of an organism) tending to move away from light.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a substance) exhibiting a decrease in electrical conductivity under illumination.













photonic crystal

 
/fōˌtänik ˈkrist(ə)l/






noun




a synthetic crystal that can manipulate or be sensitized to respond to specific wavelengths of light. Its development suggests the possibility of increased miniaturization and efficiency of computing components and other technologies.













photonics

 
/fōˈtäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of technology concerned with the properties and transmission of photons, for example in fiber optics.













photo-offset

 
/ˌfōdōˈôfˌset/






noun




offset printing using plates made photographically.













photo op

 
/ˈfōtō äp/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 informal term for photo opportunity
 .














photo opportunity

 
/ˈfōdō ˌäpərˌto͞onədē/






noun




an occasion on which famous people pose for photographers by arrangement.













photooxidation

 
/ˌfōdōˌäksiˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Chemistry]

 oxidation caused by the action of light.













photoperiod

 
/ˈfōdōˌpirēəd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the period of time each day during which an organism receives illumination; day length.








II.
 
derivatives





photoperiodic

 
/ˌfōdōˌpirēˈädik /






adjective





















photoperiodism

 
/ˌfōdōˈpirēədizəm /

 
photoperiodicity






noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the response of an organism to seasonal changes in day length.













photophobia

 
/ˌfōdōˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




extreme sensitivity to light.








II.
 
derivatives





photophobic

 
/ˌfōtəˈfōbik /






adjective





















photophore

 
/ˈfōdəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a light-producing organ in certain fishes and other animals.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phōtophoros

 ‘light-bearing.’






photopic

 
/fōˈtäpik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting vision in daylight or other bright light, believed to involve chiefly the cones of the retina.

Often contrasted with scotopic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from photo-
 ‘light’ + -opia
 + -ic
 .





photopigment

 
/ˌfōdōˈpiɡmənt/






noun




a pigment whose chemical state depends on its degree of illumination, such as those in the retina of the eye.













photopolarimeter

 
/ˌfōdōˌpōləˈrimədər/






noun




a telescopic apparatus for photographing stars, galaxies, etc., and measuring the polarization of light from them.













photopolymer

 
/ˌfōdōˈpäləmər/






noun




a light-sensitive polymeric material, especially one used in printing plates or microfilms.













photopositive

 
/ˌfōdōˈpäzədiv/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of an organism) tending to move toward light.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a substance) exhibiting an increase in electrical conductivity under illumination.













photoproduct

 
/ˈfōdōˌprädəkt/






noun




a product of a photochemical reaction.













photoprotein

 
/ˌfōdōˈprōtēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein active in the emission of light by a living creature.













photorealism

 
/ˌfōdōˈrē(ə)lizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
detailed and unidealized representation in art, especially of banal, mundane, or sordid aspects of life.




2.
 
detailed visual representation, like that obtained in a photograph, in a nonphotographic medium such as animation or computer graphics.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
photorealist






noun, adjective













2.
 
photorealistic

 
/ˌfōtōˌrēəˈlistik /






adjective





















photoreceptor

 
/ˌfōdōrəˈseptər/





I.
 
noun




a structure in a living organism, especially a sensory cell or sense organ, that responds to light falling on it.








II.
 
derivatives





photoreceptive

 
/ˈseptiv /






adjective





















photoreconnaissance

 
/ˌfōdōrəˈkänəsəns/






noun




military reconnaissance carried out by means of aerial photography.













photoresist

 
/ˌfōdōrəˈzist/






noun




a photosensitive resist that, when exposed to light, loses its resistance or its susceptibility to attack by an etchant or solvent. Such materials are used in making microcircuits.













photorespiration

 
/ˌfōdōrespəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Botany]

 a respiratory process in many higher plants by which they take up oxygen in the light and give out some carbon dioxide, contrary to the general pattern of photosynthesis.













photoresponse

 
/ˌfōdōrəˈspäns/






noun






[Biology]

 a response of a plant or other organism to light, mediated otherwise than through photosynthesis.













photosensitive

 
/ˌfōdəˈsensədiv/





I.
 
adjective




having a chemical, electrical, or other response to light




•
 
photosensitive cells




•
 
photosensitive drugs.














II.
 
derivatives





photosensitivity

 
/ˌfōdəˌsensəˈtivədē /






noun






















photo session

 
/ˈfōdō ˈseSHən/






noun




a prearranged session in which a photographer takes photographs of someone for publication.













photo shoot

 
/ˈfōdō SHo͞ot/






noun




another term for photo session
 .













Photoshop

 
/ˈfōdōˌSHäp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter (a photographic image) digitally using Photoshop image-editing software




•
 
the pictures have obviously been Photoshopped.

















– origin

 1990s: from 
Photoshop

 , the proprietary name of a software package for the digital editing of photographic images.





photosphere

 
/ˈfōdəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the luminous envelope of a star from which its light and heat radiate.








II.
 
derivatives





photospheric

 
/ˌfōtəˈsfi(ə)rik, ˈsferik /






adjective





















photostat

 
/ˈfōdəstat /

 
Photostat





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of machine for making photocopies on special paper.




2.
 
a copy made by a photostat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a copy of (a document) using a photostat machine.








III.
 
derivatives





photostatic

 
/ˌfōtōˈstatik /






adjective





















photosynthate

 
/ˌfōdōˈsinTHāt/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sugar or other substance made by photosynthesis.














photosynthesis

 
/ˌfōdōˈsinTHəsəs/






noun




the process by which green plants and some other organisms use sunlight to synthesize foods from carbon dioxide and water. Photosynthesis in plants generally involves the green pigment chlorophyll and generates oxygen as a byproduct.













photosynthesize

 
/ˌfōdōˈsinTHəˌsīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) synthesize sugars or other substances by means of photosynthesis.













photosynthetic

 
/ˌfōdəˌsinˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involved in the process by which green plants and some other organisms use sunlight to synthesize nutrients from carbon dioxide and water




•
 
sunlight captured by photosynthetic organisms




•
 
the photosynthetic capacity of leaves.














II.
 
derivatives





photosynthetically

 
/ˌfōdōˌsinˈTHedik(ə)lē /






adverb





















photosystem

 
/ˈfōdōˌsistəm/






noun




a biochemical mechanism in plants by which chlorophyll absorbs light energy for photosynthesis. There are two such mechanisms (
photosystems I

 and 
II

 ) involving different chlorophyll-protein complexes.














phototaxis

 
/ˌfōdōˈtaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the bodily movement of a motile organism in response to light, either toward the source of light (
positive phototaxis

 ) or away from it (
negative phototaxis

 ).

Compare with phototropism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





phototactic

 
/-ˈtaktik /






adjective





















phototherapy

 
/ˌfōdōˈTHerəpē/






noun




the use of light in the treatment of physical or mental illness.













phototransistor

 
/ˌfōdōˌtranˈzistər/






noun




a transistor that responds to light striking it by generating and amplifying an electric current.













phototroph

 
/ˈfōdəˌträf/






noun






[Biology]

 a phototrophic organism.













phototrophic

 
/ˌfōdəˈträfik/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of an organism) obtaining energy from sunlight to synthesize organic compounds for nutrition.














phototropism

 
/ˌfōdəˈtrōpizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the orientation of a plant or other organism in response to light, either toward the source of light (
positive phototropism

 ) or away from it (
negative phototropism

 ).

Compare with heliotropism
 , phototaxis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





phototropic

 
/ˌfōdəˈtrōpik ˌfōdōˈträpik /






adjective





















phototube

 
/ˈfōdōˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun






[Electronics]

 a photocell in the form of an electron tube with a photoemissive cathode.













phototypesetter

 
/ˌfōdōˈtīpsedər/





I.
 
noun




a machine for photocomposition.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phototypeset

 
/ˌfōdōˈtīpset /






adjective













2.
 
phototypesetting

 
/ˌfōdōˈtīpˌsediNG /






noun





















photovoltaic

 
/ˌfōdōˌvōlˈtāik/






adjective




relating to the production of electric current at the junction of two substances exposed to light.













photovoltaics

 
/ˌfōtəvōlˈtāiks, ˌfōtōväl-/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of technology concerned with the production of electric current at the junction of two substances.




2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — devices having a photovoltaic junction.













phr.






abbreviation




phrase.













phragmites

 
/fraɡˈmīdēz/





I.
 
noun




a common and invasive tall reed.

[Genus 
Phragmites

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular the 
common reed

 (
P. communis

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
phragmitēs

 ‘growing in hedges,’ from 
phragma

 ‘hedge.’





phrasal

 
/ˈfrāzəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 consisting of a phrase or phrases




•
 
the text fragments itself into phrasal units.














II.
 
derivatives





phrasally






adverb





















phrasal verb

 
/ˈfrāzəl vərb/






noun






[Grammar]

 an idiomatic phrase consisting of a verb and another element, typically either an adverb, as in 
break down

 , or a preposition, for example 
see to

 , or a combination of both, such as 
look down on

 .













phrase

 
/frāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small group of words standing together as a conceptual unit, typically forming a component of a clause.




2.
 
an idiomatic or short pithy expression




•
 
his favorite phrase is “it's a pleasure.”










3.
 


[Music]

 a group of notes forming a distinct unit within a longer passage.




4.
 


[Ballet]

 a group of steps within a longer sequence or dance.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put into a particular form of words




•
 
it's important to phrase the question correctly.










2.
 
divide (music) into phrases in a particular way, especially in performance


(as 
noun

 
phrasing

 )


•
 
original phrasing brought out unexpected aspects of the music.














III.
 
phrases





turn of phrase






a manner of expression




•
 
an awkward turn of phrase.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘style or manner of expression’): via late Latin from Greek 
phrasis

 , from 
phrazein

 ‘declare, tell.’





phrase book

 
/ˈfrāz ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book for people visiting a foreign country, listing useful expressions in the language of the country together with their equivalent in the visitor's own language.













phraseology

 
/ˌfrāzēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a mode of expression, especially one characteristic of a particular speaker or writer




•
 
legal phraseology.














II.
 
derivatives





phraseological

 
/ˌfrāzēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
phraseologia

 , from Greek 
phraseōn

 , genitive plural of 
phrasis

 ‘a phrase’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





phratry

 
/ˈfrātrē/





I.
 
noun






[Anthropology]

 a descent group or kinship group in some tribal societies.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
phratria

 , from 
phratēr

 ‘clansman.’





phreaking

 
/ˈfrēkiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the action of hacking into telecommunications systems, especially to obtain free calls.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phreak

 
/ˈfrēk /






noun













2.
 
phreaker

 
/ˈfrēkər /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: alteration of 
freaking

 (see freak
 ). The change from 
f-

 to 
ph-

 was due to association with phone
 1
 .






phreatic

 
/frēˈadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting underground water in the zone of saturation (beneath the water table).

Compare with vadose
 .




2.
 


[Geology]

 (of a volcanic eruption) caused by the heating and expansion of groundwater.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phrear

 , 
phreat-

 ‘a well’ + -ic
 .





phreatomagmatic

 
/frēˌadəmaɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of a volcanic eruption) in which both magmatic gases and steam from groundwater are expelled.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from Greek 
phrear

 , 
phreat-

 ‘a well’ + 
magmatic

 (see magma
 ).





phreatophyte

 
/frēˈadəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant with a deep root system that draws its water supply from near the water table.








II.
 
derivatives





phreatophytic

 
/-ˌatəˈfitik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
phrear

 , 
phreat-

 ‘a well’ + -phyte
 .





phren.






abbreviation



1.
 
phrenological.




2.
 
phrenology.













phrenic

 
/ˈfrenik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the diaphragm




•
 
the phrenic nerves.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
phrénique

 , from Greek 
phrēn

 , 
phren-

 ‘diaphragm, mind’ (because the mind was once thought to lie in the diaphragm).






phrenology

 
/frəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the detailed study of the shape and size of the cranium as a supposed indication of character and mental abilities.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phrenological

 
/ˌfrenəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
phrenologist

 
/frəˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
phrēn

 , 
phren-

 ‘mind’ + -logy
 .





Phrygia

 
/ˈfrijēə/






an ancient region in west central Asia Minor, to the south of Bithynia. It reached the peak of its power in the 8th century 
BC

 under King Midas. It was eventually absorbed into the kingdom of Lydia in the 6th century 
BC

 .









Phrygian

 
/ˈfrijēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Phrygia, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of ancient Phrygia.




2.
 
the extinct Indo-European language of the ancient Phrygians, related to Greek and Armenian, of which only a few inscriptions survive.













Phrygian cap

 
/ˈfrijēən kap/






noun




a soft conical cap with the top bent forward, worn in ancient times and now identified with the liberty cap.













Phrygian mode






noun






[Music]

 the mode represented by the natural diatonic scale E–E (containing a minor 2nd, 3rd, 6th, and 7th).













PHS






abbreviation




Public Health Service.














phthalic acid

 
/ˌTHalik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid derived from benzene, with two carboxylic acid groups attached to the benzene ring.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (COOH)2
 ; three isomers.]








II.
 
derivatives





phthalate

 
/ˈTHaˌlāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
phthalic

 , shortening of 
naphthalic

 (see naphthalene
 ).





phthalic anhydride





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound made by oxidizing naphthalene, used as an intermediate in the manufacture of plastics, resins, and dyes.

[A bicyclic anhydride; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (CO)2
 O.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
phthalic

 , shortening of 
naphthalic

 (see naphthalene
 ).





phthalocyanine

 
/ˌTHaləˈsīəˌnēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a greenish-blue crystalline dye of the porphyrin group.

[Chem. formula: C32
 H18
 N8
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a large class of green or blue pigments and dyes that are chelate complexes of this compound or one of its derivatives with a metal (in particular, copper).











– origin

 1930s: from 
phthalic

 (see phthalic acid
 ) + Greek 
kuan(e)os

 ‘dark blue’ + -ine
 4
 .






Phthiraptera

 
/THīˈraptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects comprising both the sucking lice and the biting lice.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
phtheir

 ‘louse’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





phthisis

 
/ˈTHīsəs ˈtīsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹archaic›

 pulmonary tuberculosis or a similar progressive systemic disease.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phthisic

 
/ˈtizik ˈTHīsik ˈtīsik /






adjective













2.
 
phthisical

 
/ˈtizikəl, ˈTHiz- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
phthinein

 ‘to decay.’





Phuket

 
/po͞oˈket/





I.
 
an island in Thailand, located at the head of the Strait of Malacca off the western coast of the Malay Peninsula.




II.
 
a port at the south end of Phuket Island, a major resort center and outlet to the Indian Ocean.









phut

 
/fət/





I.
 
exclamation




British term for pfft
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from Hindi 
phaṭnā

 ‘to burst.’





phyco-





I.
 
combining form




relating to seaweed




•
 
phycology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
phukos

 ‘seaweed.’





phycobilin

 
/ˌfīkōˈbīlin, -ˈbilin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of red or blue photosynthetic pigments present in some algae.













phycocyanin

 
/ˌfīkōˈsīənən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of blue photosynthetic pigments present in cyanobacteria.













phycoerythrin

 
/ˌfīkōˈerəTHrin, -iˈriTHrin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of red photosynthetic pigments present in red algae and some cyanobacteria.













phycology

 
/fīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of botany concerned with seaweeds and other algae.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phycological

 
/ˌfīkəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
phycologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















phycomycete

 
/ˌfīkōˈmīˌsēt, ˌfīkōmīˈsēt/






noun






[Botany]

 any of the lower fungi, which typically form a nonseptate mycelium.

[Subdivisions 
Mastigomycotina

 and 
Zygomycotina

 ; formerly placed in a class 
Phycomycetes

 .]













phycomycosis

 
/ˌfīkōmīˈkōsis/






noun






[Medicine]

 
[Veterinary Medicine]

 infection with a parasitic fungus that affects the sinuses and the tissues of the lungs, skin, and nerves.

[The fungus is typically a phycomycete, typically of the genus 
Rhizopus

 , 
Absidia

 , or 
Mucor

 .]













Phyfe, Duncan

 
/fīf/






(1768–1854) US cabinetmaker; born in Scotland. Between 1792 and 1847, working mostly with mahogany, he made chairs, sofas, and tables noted for their graceful proportions and precisely carved simple ornaments.









phyla

 
/ˈfīlə/






plural form of phylum
 .










phylactery

 
/fəˈlaktərē/





I.
 
noun




a small leather box containing Hebrew texts on vellum, worn by Jewish men at morning prayer as a reminder to keep the law.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
phulaktērion

 ‘amulet,’ from 
phulassein

 ‘to guard.’





phyletic

 
/fīˈledik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 relating to or denoting the evolutionary development of a species or other group.








II.
 
derivatives





phyletically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phuletikos

 , from 
phuletēs

 ‘tribesman,’ from 
phulē

 ‘tribe.’





phyllite

 
/ˈfilīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a fine-grained metamorphic rock with a well-developed laminar structure, intermediate between slate and schist in degree of metamorphism.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf’ + -ite
 1
 .





phyllo

 
/ˈfēlō /

 
filo





I.
 
noun




a kind of dough that can be stretched into thin sheets, used in layers to make pastries, especially in eastern Mediterranean cooking


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
phyllo pastry.

















– origin

 1950s: from modern Greek 
phullo

 ‘leaf.’





phyllo-





I.
 
combining form




of a leaf; relating to leaves




•
 
phyllotaxis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’





phylloclade

 
/ˈfiləˌklād/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flattened branch or stem-joint resembling and functioning as a leaf.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
phyllocladium

 , from Greek 
phullōdēs

 ‘leaflike,’ from 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’





phyllode

 
/ˈfilōd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a winged leaf stalk that functions as a leaf.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
phyllodium

 , from Greek 
phullōdēs

 ‘leaflike,’ from 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’





phyllopod

 
/ˈfiləˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a branchiopod crustacean.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Phyllopoda

 (former class name), from Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





phylloquinone

 
/ˌfilōˈkwinōn, -kwiˈnōn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 one of the K vitamins, found in cabbage, spinach, and other leafy green vegetables, and essential for the blood-clotting process.

Also called vitamin K1 (see vitamin K
 ).













phyllotaxis

 
/ˌfiləˈtaksəs /

 
phyllotaxy





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the arrangement of leaves on an axis or stem.








II.
 
derivatives





phyllotactic

 
/-ˈtaktik /






adjective





















phylloxera

 
/fəˈläks(ə)rə ˌfēˌläkˈsērə/





I.
 
noun




a plant louse that is a pest of vines.

[
Phylloxera vitifoliae

 , family 
Phylloxeridae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf’ + 
xēros

 ‘dry.’






phylogenesis

 
/ˌfīlōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the evolutionary development and diversification of a species or group of organisms, or of a particular feature of an organism.

Compare with ontogenesis
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phulon

 , 
phulē

 ‘race, tribe’ + genesis
 .





phylogenetic

 
/ˌfīlōjəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 relating to the evolutionary development and diversification of a species or group of organisms, or of a particular feature of an organism




•
 
the phylogenetic relationship of mammalian species.














II.
 
derivatives





phylogenetically

 
/ˌfīlōjəˈnedik(ə)lē /






adverb






















phylogeny

 
/ˌfīˈläjənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of biology that deals with phylogenesis.

Compare with ontogeny
 .




2.
 
another term for phylogenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phylogenic

 
/ˌfīlōˈjenik /






adjective













2.
 
phylogenically

 
/ˌfīləˈjenik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
phulon

 , 
phulē

 ‘race, tribe’ + -geny
 .






phylum

 
/ˈfīləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a principal taxonomic category that ranks above class and below kingdom.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Linguistics]

 a group of languages related to each other less closely than those forming a family, especially one in which the relationships are disputed or unclear.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
phulon

 ‘race.’





phys.






abbreviation



1.
 
physical.




2.
 
physician.




3.
 
physics.




4.
 
physiological.




5.
 
physiology.













physalis

 
/ˈfīsəlis, ˈfis-/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the cape gooseberry and Chinese lantern, which have an inflated, lanternlike calyx.

[Genus 
Physalis

 , family 
Solanaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
phusallis

 ‘bladder’ (because of the inflated calyx).





phys ed

 
/ˌfiz ˈed/






noun






‹informal›

 short for physical education
 .













physiatrics

 
/ˌfizēˈatriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for physical therapy
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
physiatric






adjective













2.
 
physiatrist

 
/ˌfizēˈatrist, fiˈzīəˌtrist /






noun






















physic

 
/ˈfizik /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
medicine, especially a cathartic.




2.
 
the art of healing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with a medicine.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fisique

 ‘medicine,’ from Latin 
physica

 , from Greek 
phusikē (epistēmē

 ) ‘(knowledge) of nature.’





physical

 
/ˈfizik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the body as opposed to the mind




•
 
a whole range of physical and mental challenges.










2.
 
involving bodily contact or activity




•
 
verbal or physical abuse




•
 
football and other physical games.










3.
 
of or relating to things perceived through the senses as opposed to the mind; tangible or concrete




•
 
pleasant physical environments




•
 
physical assets such as houses or cars.










4.
 
of or relating to physics or the operation of natural forces generally




•
 
physical laws.














II.
 
noun




a medical examination to determine a person's bodily fitness.








III.
 
phrases





get physical





a.
 


‹informal›

 become aggressive or violent.




b.
 
become sexually intimate with someone.












IV.
 
derivatives





physicalness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘medicinal, relating to medicine’): from medieval Latin 
physicalis

 , from Latin 
physica

 ‘things relating to nature’ (see physic
 ). Sense 2 dates from the late 16th cent. and sense 1 from the late 18th cent.





physical chemistry






noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with the application of the techniques and theories of physics to the study of chemical systems.














physical education

 
/ˈfizikəl ˌejəˈkāSHən/






noun




instruction in physical exercise and games, especially in schools.














physical geography

 
/ˈfizikəl jiˈäɡrəfē/






noun




the branch of geography dealing with natural features and processes.













physicalism

 
/ˈfizəkəlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that the real world consists simply of the physical world.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
physicalist






noun, adjective













2.
 
physicalistic

 
/ˌfizikəˈlistik /






adjective





















physicality

 
/ˌfizəˈkalədē/






noun



1.
 
the fact of relating to the body as opposed to the mind; physical presence




•
 
there's an emphasis on the physicality of the actors.










2.
 
involvement of a lot of bodily contact or activity




•
 
the intense physicality of a dancer's life




•
 
the sheer physicality of the game means fouls occur at regular intervals.



















physicalize

 
/ˈfizəkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express or represent by physical means or in physical terms




•
 
physicalizing your anger can help release tension.














II.
 
derivatives





physicalization

 
/ˌfizikəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















physically

 
/ˈfizik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner relating to the body as opposed to the mind




•
 
physically demanding work




•
 
I found her physically attractive.










2.
 
in a way that involves bodily contact or activity




•
 
he physically assaulted a colleague.










3.
 
in a way that relates to the real world and things perceived through the senses as opposed to the mind




•
 
cyberspace is a virtual place; it does not physically exist.










4.
 
in terms of what is possible in the real world




•
 
it is physically impossible to check every car.



















physical medicine






noun



1.
 
the branch of medicine concerned with the treatment of disease by physical means such as manipulation, heat, electricity, or radiation, rather than by medication or surgery.




2.
 
the branch of medicine that treats biomechanical disorders and injuries.














physical sciences

 
/ˈfizikəl ˈsīənsəz/






plural noun




the sciences concerned with the study of inanimate natural objects, including physics, chemistry, astronomy, and related subjects.

Often contrasted with life sciences
 .













physical theater






noun




a form of theater that emphasizes the use of physical movement, as in dance and mime, for expression.














physical therapy

 
/ˈfizikəl ˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 the treatment of disease, injury, or deformity by physical methods such as massage, heat treatment, and exercise rather than by drugs or surgery.








II.
 
derivatives





physical therapist






noun





















physical training

 
/ˈfizikəl ˈtrāniNG/






noun




the systematic use of exercises to promote bodily fitness and strength.













physician

 
/fəˈziSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person qualified to practice medicine.




2.
 
a healer




•
 
physicians of the soul.














II.
 
phrases





physician, heal thyself








‹proverb›

 before attempting to correct others, make sure that you aren't guilty of the same faults.

[with biblical allusion to Luke 4:23.]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
fisicien

 , based on Latin 
physica

 ‘things relating to nature’ (see physic
 ).





physician's assistant






noun




someone qualified to assist a physician and carry out routine clinical procedures under the supervision of a physician.













physicist

 
/ˈfizəsəst/






noun




an expert in or student of physics.













physico-





I.
 
combining form




physical; physical and …




•
 
physico-mental.

















– origin

 from physics
 .





physicochemical

 
/ˌfizikōˈkemikəl/






adjective




of or relating to physics and chemistry or to physical chemistry.














physics

 
/ˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science concerned with the nature and properties of matter and energy. The subject matter of physics, distinguished from that of chemistry and biology, includes mechanics, heat, light and other radiation, sound, electricity, magnetism, and the structure of atoms.




2.
 
the physical properties and phenomena of something




•
 
the physics of plasmas.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting natural science in general, especially the Aristotelian system): plural of obsolete 
physic

 ‘physical (thing),’ suggested by Latin 
physica

 , Greek 
phusika

 ‘natural things,’ from 
phusis

 ‘nature.’






physio-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to nature and natural phenomena




•
 
physiography.










2.
 
representing physiology
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
phusis

 ‘nature.’





physiochemical

 
/ˌfizēōˈkemikəl/






adjective




of or relating to physiological chemistry.













physiocrat

 
/ˈfizēəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun




a member of an 18th-century group of French economists who believed that agriculture was the source of all wealth and that agricultural products should be highly priced. Advocating adherence to a supposed natural order of social institutions, they also stressed the necessity of free trade.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
physiocracy

 
/ˌfizēˈäkrəsē /






noun













2.
 
physiocratic

 
/ˌfizēəˈkradik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
physiocrate

 , from 
physiocratie

 ‘physiocracy’ (see physio-
 , -cracy
 ).





physiognomist

 
/fizēˈäɡnəməst ˌfizēˈänəməst/





I.
 
noun




a person supposedly able to judge character (or, formerly, to predict the future) from facial characteristics.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
physionomiste

 .






physiognomy

 
/ˌfizēˈä(ɡ)nəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's facial features or expression, especially when regarded as indicative of character or ethnic origin.




2.
 
the supposed art of judging character from facial characteristics.




3.
 
the general form or appearance of something




•
 
the physiognomy of the landscape.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
physiognomic

 
/ˌfizēəˈnämik /






adjective













2.
 
physiognomical

 
/ˌfizēəˈnämək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
physiognomically

 
/ˌfizēəˈnämik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
phisonomie

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
phusiognōmonia

 ‘judging of a man's nature (by his features),’ based on 
gnōmōn

 ‘a judge, interpreter.’





physiography

 
/ˌfizēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




another term for physical geography
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
physiographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
physiographic

 
/ˌfizēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
physiographical

 
/ˌfizēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
physiographically

 
/ˌfizēəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
physiographie

 (see physio-
 , -graphy
 ).





physiol.






abbreviation



1.
 
physiological.




2.
 
physiologist.




3.
 
physiology.













physiological

 
/ˌfizēəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the branch of biology that deals with the normal functions of living organisms and their parts




•
 
physiological research on the causes of violent behavior.










2.
 
relating to the way in which a living organism or bodily part functions




•
 
slow down your body's physiological response to anger by breathing deeply.














II.
 
derivatives





physiologic

 
/ˌfizēəˈläjik /






adjective





















physiologically

 
/ˌfizēəˈläjək(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that relates to the functions of living organisms and their parts




•
 
dolphins may be physiologically stressed by human noise.



















physiological saline

 
/ˌfizēəˌläjəkəl ˈsālēn/






noun




a solution of salts that is isotonic with the body fluids.













physiologist

 
/ˌfizēˈäləjəst/






noun




an expert in or student of the branch of biology that deals with the normal functions of living organisms and their parts




•
 
these three kinds of muscular motion are well known to physiologists.




















physiology

 
/ˌfizēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of biology that deals with the normal functions of living organisms and their parts.




2.
 
the way in which a living organism or bodily part functions




•
 
the physiology of the brain.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
physiologia

 (perhaps via French), from Greek 
phusiologia

 ‘natural philosophy’ (see physio-
 , -logy
 ).





physiotherapist

 
/ˌfizēōˈTHerəpəst/






noun




a person qualified to treat disease, injury, or deformity by physical methods such as massage, heat treatment, and exercise




•
 
after a hip replacement operation, the physiotherapist gave me an exercise program to follow.



















physiotherapy

 
/ˌfizēōˈTHerəpē/






noun




British term for physical therapy
 .













physique

 
/fəˈzēk/





I.
 
noun




the form, size, and development of a person's body




•
 
a sturdy, muscular physique




•
 
they were much alike in physique.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘physical’ (used as a noun).






physostigmine

 
/ˌfīsōˈstiɡmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound that is the active ingredient of the Calabar bean and is used medicinally in eye drops because of its anticholinergic activity.

[A tricyclic alkaloid; chem. formula: C15
 H21
 N3
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the modern Latin genus name 
Physostigma

 (to which the Calabar bean belongs) + -ine
 4
 .






-phyte





I.
 
combining form




denoting a plant or plantlike organism




•
 
epiphyte.

















– origin

 from Greek 
phuton

 ‘a plant,’ from 
phuein

 ‘come into being.’





-phytic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-phyte

 (such as 
epiphytic

 corresponding to 
epiphyte

 ).














phyto-





I.
 
combining form




of a plant; relating to plants




•
 
phytogeography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
phuton

 ‘a plant,’ from 
phuein

 ‘come into being.’





phytoalexin

 
/ˌfīdōəˈleksən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a substance that is produced by plant tissues in response to contact with a parasite and that specifically inhibits the growth of that parasite.











– origin

 1940s: from phyto-
 ‘of plants’ + 
alexin

 , a name for a class of substances found in blood serum, able to destroy bacteria.





phytochemical

 
/ˌfīdōˈkemik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




any of various biologically active compounds found in plants.








II.
 
adjective




relating to phytochemistry or phytochemicals.













phytochemistry

 
/ˌfīdōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with plants and plant products.








II.
 
derivatives





phytochemist

 
/-ˈkemist /






noun





















phytochrome

 
/ˈfīdōˌkrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a blue-green pigment found in many plants, in which it regulates various developmental processes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from phyto-
 ‘relating to plants’ + Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color.’





phytoestrogen

 
/ˌfīdōˈestrəjən/






noun




an estrogen occurring naturally in legumes, considered beneficial in some diets.













phytogenetic

 
/ˌfīdōjəˈnedik/






adjective






[Botany]

 of or relating to the origin and evolution of plants.













phytogeographical kingdom

 
/ˌfīdōˌjēəˌɡrafikəl ˈkiNGdəm/






noun






[Botany]

 each of a number of major areas of the earth distinguished on the basis of the characteristic plants present. They usually include the Boreal, Paleotropical, Neotropical, Australian, and Antarctic kingdoms.














phytogeography

 
/ˌfīdōjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of botany that deals with the geographical distribution of plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phytogeographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
phytogeographic

 
/ˌfītōˌjēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
phytogeographical

 
/ˈfītōˌjēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective













4.
 
phytogeographically

 
/ˌfītōˌjēəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















phytohemagglutinin

 
/ˌfīdōˌhēməˈɡlo͞ot(ə)nən /

 


‹Brit.›

 phytohaemagglutinin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a toxic plant protein, especially that extracted from the red kidney bean. It has important medical applications, especially in immunology, because it can induce mitosis and also causes red blood cells to clump together.













phytolith

 
/ˈfīdəˌliTH/






noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a minute mineral particle formed inside a plant.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Paleontology]

 a fossilized particle of plant tissue.













phytonutrient

 
/ˌfīdōˈno͞otrēənt/






noun




a substance found in certain plants which is believed to be beneficial to human health and help prevent various diseases.













phytopathology

 
/ˌfīdōpəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of plant diseases.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
phytopathological

 
/-ˌpaTHəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
phytopathologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















phytophagous

 
/fīˈtäfəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (especially of an insect or other invertebrate) feeding on plants.








II.
 
derivatives





phytophagy

 
/-əjē /






noun





















phytoplankton

 
/ˌfīdōˈplaNGktən/






noun






[Biology]

 plankton consisting of microscopic plants.













phytosanitary

 
/ˌfīdōˈsaniterē/






adjective




(of agricultural goods crossing borders) sanitary with regard to pests and pathogens




•
 
a point-of-origin phytosanitary certificate.



















phytotoxic

 
/ˌfīdəˈtäksik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 poisonous to plants.








II.
 
derivatives





phytotoxicity

 
/-ˌtäkˈsisitē /






noun





















phytotoxin

 
/ˌfīdəˈtäksən/






noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a poisonous substance derived from a plant.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a substance that is phytotoxic, especially one produced by a parasite.














pi

 
/pī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sixteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Π

 , 
π

 ), transliterated as ‘p.’




2.
 
the numerical value of the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter (approximately 3.14159).

[from the initial letter of Greek 
periphereia

 ‘circumference.’]




3.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Pi

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the sixteenth star in a constellation




•
 
Pi Herculis.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 relating to or denoting an electron or orbital with one unit of angular momentum about an internuclear axis.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
π

 )
 — the numerical value of pi.




2.
 
(
Π

 )
 — osmotic pressure.




3.
 
(
Π

 )
 — mathematical product.











– origin

 Greek.





PI






abbreviation




private investigator.













pia

 
/ˈpīə, ˈpēə/





I.
 
noun




short for pia mater
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pial

 
/ˈpīəl, ˈpēəl /






adjective





















piacular

 
/pīˈakyələr/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 making or requiring atonement.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
piacularis

 , from 
piaculum

 ‘expiation,’ from 
piare

 ‘appease.’





Piaf, Edith

 
/ˈpēäf, pyäf/






(1915–63), French singer; born 
Edith Giovanna Gassion

 . She became known as a cabaret and music-hall singer in the late 1930s. Her songs included 
“La Vie en rose”

 and 
“Je ne regrette rien.”











piaffe

 
/pēˈaf/





I.
 
noun




a movement performed in advanced dressage and classical riding, in which the horse executes a slow, elevated trot without moving forward.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) perform a piaffe.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
piaffer

 ‘to strut.’





Piaget, Jean

 
/ˌpēəˈZHā, pyä-/






(1896–1980), Swiss psychologist. His work on the intellectual and logical abilities of children provided the single biggest impact on the study of the development of human thought processes.










pia mater

 
/ˌpēə ˈmädər ˌpīə ˈmādər/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the delicate innermost membrane enveloping the brain and spinal cord.

See also meninges
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, in full literally ‘tender mother,’ translating Arabic 
al-'umm ar-raḳīḳa

 .





pianism

 
/ˈpēəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




artistry or technical skill in playing the piano, or in composing piano music.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pianistic

 
/ˌpēəˈnistik /






adjective













2.
 
pianistically

 
/ˌpēəˈnistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















pianissimo

 
/ˌpēəˈnisəˌmō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) very soft or softly.








II.
 
noun




a passage marked to be performed very softly.











– origin

 Italian, superlative of 
piano

 (see piano
 2
 ).





pianist

 
/ˈpēənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who plays the piano, especially professionally.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
pianiste

 , from 
piano

 (see piano
 1
 ).






piano1


 
/pēˈanō/





I.
 
noun




a large keyboard musical instrument with a wooden case enclosing a soundboard and metal strings, which are struck by hammers when the keys are depressed. The strings' vibration is stopped by dampers when the keys are released, and it can be regulated for length and volume by two or three pedals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian, abbreviation of pianoforte
 .






piano2


 
/pēˈänō pēˈanō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) soft or softly.








II.
 
noun




a passage marked to be performed softly.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘soft.’





piano accordion

 
/pēˈänō əˈkôrdēən/






noun




an accordion with the melody played on a small vertical keyboard like that of a piano.













piano bar






noun




a bar that features live piano music.













piano bench






noun




a bench for sitting at a piano, often with an adjustable height mechanism and/or a storage area for music.














pianoforte

 
/pēˌanōˈfôrtā/





I.
 
noun




formal term for piano
 1
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, earlier 
piano e forte

 ‘soft and loud,’ expressing the gradation in tone.





piano hinge






noun




a narrow hinge with a pin of the same length as the movable part.














pianola

 
/ˌpēəˈnōlə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a piano equipped to be played automatically using a piano roll.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: apparently a diminutive of piano
 1
 .





piano nobile

 
/ˌpyäˌnō ˈnōbēlā/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the main story of a large house (usually the first floor), containing the principal rooms.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘noble floor.’





piano roll

 
/pēˈanō rōl/






noun




a roll of perforated paper that controls the movement of the keys in a player piano or similar instrument, so producing a particular melody.













piano stool

 
/pēˈänō sto͞ol/






noun




a stool for a pianist, typically adjustable in height.













piano trio






noun




a trio for piano and two stringed instruments, usually violin and cello.













piano wire

 
/pēˈänō ˈwī(ə)r/






noun




strong steel wire used especially for piano strings.













piassava

 
/ˌpēəˈsävə /

 
piassaba





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stout fiber obtained from the leaf stalks of a number of South American and African palm trees.




2.
 
a palm tree producing piassava.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Portuguese from Tupi 
piaçába

 .





piaster

 
/pēˈastər /

 
piastre





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of several Middle Eastern countries, equal to one hundredth of a pound.











– origin

 from French, from Italian 
piastra (d'argento

 ) ‘plate (of silver).’





piazza

 
/pēˈätsə pēˈäzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/ˌpēˈätsə /

 — a public square or marketplace, especially in an Italian town.




2.
 

/ˌpēˈazə /

 — 

(US)

 
‹archaic›

 the veranda of a house.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Italian.





pibroch

 
/ˈpēˌbräk ˈpēˌbräKH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of music for the Scottish bagpipes involving elaborate variations on a theme, typically of a martial or funerary character.




2.
 
a piece of pibroch music.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
piobaireachd

 ‘art of piping,’ from 
piobair

 ‘piper,’ from 
piob

 , from English pipe
 .






pic

 
/pik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a photograph or movie; a picture.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





pica1


 
/ˈpīkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a unit of type size and line length equal to 12 points (about 1/6 inch or 4.2 mm).




2.
 


[Printing]

 a size of letter in typewriting, with 10 characters to the inch (about 3.9 to the centimeter).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Anglo-Latin 
pica

 (literally ‘magpie’), commonly identified with a 15th-cent. book of rules about ecclesiastical feasts, but no edition of such a 
pica

 printed in “pica” type is known.





pica2


 
/ˈpīkə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a tendency or craving to eat substances other than normal food (such as clay, plaster, or ashes), occurring during childhood or pregnancy, or as a symptom of disease.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘magpie,’ probably translating Greek 
kissa

 ‘magpie,’ also ‘false appetite.’





picador

 
/ˈpikəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a bullfighter on horseback who pricks the bull with a lance to weaken it and goad it.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
picar

 ‘to prick.’





picante

 
/ˌpiˈkan(t)ā/





I.
 
adjective




(of food) spicy.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘pricking, biting.’





Picard

 
/piˈkärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Picardy.




2.
 
the dialect of French spoken in Picardy.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Picardy, its inhabitants, or their dialect.













Picardy

 
/ˈpikərdē/






a region and former province of northern France. It was the scene of heavy fighting in World War I. French name 
Picardie

 .









picaresque

 
/ˌpikəˈresk/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to an episodic style of fiction dealing with the adventures of a rough and dishonest but appealing hero




•
 
a rowdy, picaresque "guys being guys" movie.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
picaresco

 . See picaro
 .






picaro

 
/ˈpēkərō/





I.
 
noun




a rogue.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
pícaro

 ‘rogue.’





picaroon

 
/ˌpikəˈro͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a rogue or scoundrel.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish 
picarón

 , augmentative of 
pícaro

 ‘rogue.’





Picasso, Pablo

 
/piˈkäsō, -ˈkasō/





I.
 
(1881–1973), Spanish painter, sculptor, and graphic artist; resident in France from 1904. His prolific inventiveness and technical versatility made him the dominant figure in avant-garde art in the first half of the 20th century. Following his Blue period (1901–04) and Rose period (1905–06), he developed cubism (1908–14). In the 1920s and 1930s he adopted a neoclassical figurative style.




II.
 
derivatives





Picassoesque

 
/-ˌkäsōˈesk, -ˌkasō- /






adjective





















picayune

 
/ˌpikəˈyo͞on /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 petty; worthless




•
 
the picayune squabbling of party politicians.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small coin of little value, especially a 5-cent piece.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an insignificant person or thing.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
picaillon

 , denoting a Piedmontese copper coin, also used to mean ‘cash,’ from Provençal 
picaioun

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





Piccadilly

 
/ˌpikəˈdilē, ˈpikəˌdilē/






a street in central London noted for its fashionable shops, hotels, and restaurants.









Piccadilly Circus





I.
 
a place in central London where several major roads converge on a large public space.




II.
 
phrases





be like Piccadilly Circus








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be very busy or crowded




•
 
last week it was like Piccadilly Circus in here, with builders, plumbers, and decorators working flat out to get the house ready.























piccalilli

 
/ˈpikəˌlilē/





I.
 
noun




a relish of chopped vegetables, mustard, and hot spices.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably from a blend of pickle
 and chili
 .





piccata

 
/pəˈkädə/






adjective




cooked in a sauce of lemon, parsley and butter




•
 
chicken piccata




•
 
turkey cutlets served piccata style.



















piccolo

 
/ˈpikəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a small flute sounding an octave higher than the ordinary one.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, ‘small (flute).’





pice

 
/pīs/





I.
 
noun




a former monetary unit of India and Pakistan, equal to one quarter of an anna.











– origin

 from Hindi 
paisā

 .





pichi

 
/ˈpiCHē/





I.
 
noun




a small armadillo living in open pampas country in southern South America.

[
Zaedyus pichiy

 , family 
Dasypodidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via American Spanish from Araucanian, literally ‘small.’





pichiciago

 
/ˌpēCHēsēˈāɡō /

 
pichiciego





I.
 
noun




another term for fairy armadillo
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish, perhaps from Guarani 
pichey

 ‘armadillo’ + Spanish 
ciego

 ‘blind’ (from Latin 
caecus

 ).





pick1


 
/pik/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take hold of and remove (a flower, fruit, or vegetable) from where it is growing




•
 
I went to pick some flowers for Jenny's room




•
 (as 
adj.

 with 
submodifier

 
picked

 )
 
freshly picked mushrooms.










2.
 
take hold of and lift or move




•
 
he picked a match out of the box




•
 


picking

 her 
up

 , he carried her into the next room.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pick up

 )
 — 

[Golf]

 lift up one's ball, especially when conceding a hole.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — choose (someone or something) from a number of alternatives, typically after careful thought




•
 
maybe I picked the wrong career after all




•
 
she left Jed to 
pick out

 some toys




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
this time, I get to pick.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ] (
pick one's way

 )
 — walk slowly and carefully, selecting the best or safest places to put one's feet




•
 
he picked his way along the edge of the track, avoiding the potholes.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — repeatedly pull at something with one's fingers




•
 
the old woman was 
picking at

 the sheet.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a hole) in fabric by doing this.




8.
 
eat food or a meal in small amounts or without much appetite




•
 
she 
picked at

 her breakfast.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove unwanted matter from (one's nose or teeth) by using one's finger or a pointed instrument.




10.
 
criticize someone in a petty way




•
 
now, please don't start 
picking at

 Ruth.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pluck the strings of (a guitar or banjo).




12.
 
(
pick something out

 )
 — play a tune on a guitar or banjo slowly or with difficulty




•
 
she began to pick out a rough melody on the guitar.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or the right of selecting something from among a group of alternatives




•
 


take your pick

 from our extensive menu




•
 
Laura should have first pick.










2.
 
(
the pick of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the person or thing perceived as the best in a particular group




•
 
he was the pick of the bunch.










3.
 
someone or something that has been selected




•
 
the club made him their first pick.










4.
 


[Basketball]

 an act of blocking or screening a defensive player from the ball handler, allowing an open shot.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
pick and choose






select only the best or most desirable from among a number of alternatives.









2.
 
pick someone's brains (or brain)








‹informal›

 obtain information by questioning someone who is better informed about a subject than oneself.









3.
 
pick something clean






completely remove the flesh from a bone or carcass.









4.
 
pick one's feet up






raise one's feet clear of the ground when walking.









5.
 
pick a fight (or quarrel)






talk or behave in such a way as to provoke an argument or fight.









6.
 
pick holes in






find fault with.









7.
 
pick a lock






open a lock with an instrument other than the proper key.









8.
 
pick someone's pockets






steal something surreptitiously from another person's pocket.









9.
 
pick someone/something to pieces (or apart)






criticize someone or something severely and in detail.









10.
 
pick up the pieces






restore one's life or a situation to a more normal state, typically after a shock or disaster.









11.
 
pick up the threads






resume something that has been interrupted.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pick someone/something off





a.
 
shoot a member of a group of people or things, aiming carefully from a distance.




b.
 


[Baseball]

 put out a runner by a pickoff.









2.
 
pick on






repeatedly single (someone) out for blame, criticism, or unkind treatment in a way perceived to be unfair.









3.
 
pick someone/something out





a.
 
distinguish someone or something among a group of people or things




•
 
Lester picked out two familiar voices.










b.
 
(of a light) illuminate an object by shining directly on it.




c.
 
(usu. 
be picked out

 )
 — distinguish shapes or letters from their surroundings by painting or fashioning them in a contrasting color or medium




•
 
the initials are picked out in diamonds.















4.
 
pick something over (or pick through)






examine or sort through a number of items carefully




•
 
they picked through the charred remains of their home.















5.
 
pick up





a.
 
become better; improve




•
 
my luck's picked up.










b.
 
become stronger; increase




•
 
the wind has picked up.















6.
 
pick oneself up






stand up again after a fall.









7.
 
pick someone up





a.
 
go somewhere to collect someone, typically in one's car and according to a prior arrangement.




b.
 
stop for someone and take them into one's vehicle or vessel.




c.
 


‹informal›

 arrest someone.




d.
 


‹informal›

 casually strike up a relationship with someone one has never met before, as a sexual overture.




e.
 
make someone feel more energetic and cheerful




•
 
songs to pick you up and make you feel good.















8.
 
pick something up





a.
 
collect something that has been left elsewhere




•
 
Wanda came over to pick up her things.










b.
 


‹informal›

 pay the bill for something, especially when others have contributed to the expense




•
 
as usual, we had to 
pick up the tab

 .










c.
 


(N. Amer.)

 tidy a room or building.




d.
 
obtain, acquire, or learn something, especially without formal arrangements or instruction




•
 
he had picked up a little Russian from his father.










e.
 
catch an illness or infection.




f.
 
detect or receive a signal or sound, especially by means of electronic apparatus.




g.
 
(also 
pick up on

 )
 — become aware of or sensitive to something




•
 
she is very quick to pick up emotional atmospheres.










h.
 
find and take a particular road or route.




i.
 
(also 
pick up

 )
 — resume something




•
 
they picked up their friendship without the slightest difficulty.










j.
 
(also 
pick up on

 )
 — refer to or develop a point or topic mentioned earlier




•
 
Dawson picked up her earlier remark.










k.
 
(of an object or color) attractively accentuate the color of something else by being of a similar shade.









9.
 
pick up after








(chiefly US)

 tidy up things left strewn around by (someone).












V.
 
derivatives





pickable

 
/ˈpikəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (earlier as 
pike

 , which continues in dialect use): of unknown origin. Compare with Dutch 
pikken

 ‘pick, peck,’ and German 
picken

 ‘peck, puncture,’ also with French 
piquer

 ‘to prick.’





pick2


 
/pik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool consisting of a long handle set at right angles in the middle of a curved iron or steel bar with a point at one end and a chisel edge or point at the other, used for breaking up hard ground or rock.




2.
 
short for ice pick
 .




3.
 
an instrument for picking




•
 
an ebony hair pick.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a plectrum




•
 
a pink guitar pick.










5.
 
short for toothpick
 .











– origin

 Middle English: variant of pike
 2
 .





pickaback

 
/ˈpikəˌbak/






noun, adverb, adjective, verb




old-fashioned term for piggyback
 .














pickaninny

 
/ˈpikəˌninē /

 
picaninny
 , 

‹or chiefly Brit.›

 piccaninny





I.
 
noun






‹offensive›

 a small black child.








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 very small.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from West Indian Creole, from Spanish 
pequeño

 or Portuguese 
pequeno

 ‘little,’ 
pequenino

 ‘tiny.’





pickax

 
/ˈpikaks /

 
pickaxe





I.
 
noun




another term for pick
 2
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break or strike with a pickax.











– origin

 Middle English 
pikoys

 , from Old French 
picois

 ; related to pike
 2
 .





picker

 
/ˈpikər/






noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person or machine that gathers or collects something




•
 
a tomato picker.










2.
 
(in a warehouse) an employee who gathers products to complete customers' orders for delivery




•
 
hand-held computers tell the pickers how much of what product has to go to which loading dock.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who plays a plucked instrument, especially a guitar, banjo, or mandolin




•
 
banjo pickers.



















pickerel

 
/ˈpik(ə)rəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small North American pike.

[Genus 
Esox

 , family 
Esocidae

 : several species, including the 
grass pickerel

 (
E. americanus

 ).]




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for walleye
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
a young pike.











– origin

 Middle English: diminutive of pike
 1
 .





pickerelweed

 
/ˈpik(ə)rəlˌwēd/






noun




a freshwater plant with broad arrow-shaped leaves and spikes of blue flowers that was formerly believed to give rise to, or provide food for, young pike.

[● 
Pontederia cordata

 , family 
Pontederiaceae

 .]













Pickering, John

 
/ˈpik(ə)riNG/






(1777–1846), US linguist and lexicographer; son of Timothy Pickering. He wrote the first dictionary of Americanisms 1816 and studied the languages of North American Indians.









Pickering, Timothy






(1745–1829), US government official. He was the US secretary of war 1795 and secretary of state 1795–1800, as well as a member of the US Senate 1803–11 and US House of Representatives 1813–17.









Pickering, William Hayward






(1910–2004), US engineer, born in Australia; director of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) at the California Institute of Technology 1954–76. During his directorate the JPL launched the US’s first satellite, Explorer I, in 1958.









picket

 
/ˈpikit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or group of people standing outside a place of work or other venue, protesting something or trying to persuade others not to enter during a strike.




2.
 
a blockade of a workplace or other venue staged by a group of people in protest of something.




3.
 
a soldier or party of soldiers performing a particular duty




•
 
a 
picket of

 soldiers fired a volley over the coffin.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a pointed wooden stake driven into the ground, typically to form a fence or palisade or to tether a horse




•
 
a cedar-picket stockade.







See also picket fence
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a picket outside (a place of work or other venue)




•
 
strikers picketed the newspaper's main building




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
18,000 people turned up to picket.














III.
 
derivatives





picketer

 
/ˈpikidər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a pointed stake, on which a soldier was required to stand on one foot as a military punishment): from French 
piquet

 ‘pointed stake,’ from 
piquer

 ‘to prick,’ from 
pic

 ‘pike.’






picket fence

 
/ˈpikit fens/






noun




a wooden fence made of spaced uprights connected by two or more horizontal rails.













picket line

 
/ˈpikit ˌlīn/






noun




a boundary established by workers on strike, especially at the entrance to the place of work, that others are asked not to cross.













Pickett, George E.

 
/ˈpikit/






(1825–75), US army officer; full name 
George Edward Pickett

 . Last in the West Point class of 1846, he was a distinguished Confederate general during the Civil War. In July 1863, at Gettysburg, under orders, he led a disastrous charge across an open field that became known as “Pickett's Charge.”









Pickford, Mary

 
/ˈpikfərd/






(1893–1979), US actress, born in Canada; born 
Gladys Mary Smith

 . A star of silent movies, she usually played the innocent young heroine, as in 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm

 (1917) and 
Pollyanna

 (1920). With Douglas Fairbanks, her husband from 1919 to 1936, she was a cofounder of United Artists in 1919.









pickings

 
/ˈpikiNGz/






plural noun



1.
 
profits or gains that are made effortlessly or dishonestly, as by picking




•
 
thieves found 
easy pickings

 from garages and garden sheds




•
 
he found, as strays often do, 
slim pickings

 .










2.
 
remaining scraps or leftovers.














pickle

 
/ˈpik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small cucumber preserved in vinegar, brine, or a similar solution.




2.
 
fruit or vegetables preserved in vinegar or brine and used as a relish.




3.
 
the liquid used to preserve food or other perishable items.




4.
 
an acid solution for cleaning metal objects.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a difficult or messy situation




•
 
I am 
in a pickle

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
preserve (food or other perishable items) in vinegar, brine, or a similar solution




•
 
chunks of green tomatoes 
pickled in

 brine.










2.
 
immerse (a metal object) in an acid or other chemical solution for cleaning.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a spicy sauce served with meat): from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
pekel

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





pickleball

 
/ˈpik(ə)lˌbôl/





I.
 
noun




a game resembling tennis in which players use paddles to hit a perforated plastic ball over a net




•
 
residents can play tennis, pickleball, handball, and bocce.

















– origin

 1970s: from pickle
 + ball
 1
 (reason uncertain).





pickled

 
/ˈpikəld/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) preserved in vinegar or brine




•
 
pickled onions.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drunk.













pickler

 
/ˈpik(ə)lər/






noun




a vegetable or fruit suitable for pickling.













pickling

 
/ˈpik(ə)liNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of food) suitable for being pickled or used in making pickles.













picklock

 
/ˈpikläk/






noun



1.
 
a person who picks locks.




2.
 
an instrument for picking locks.













pick-me-up

 
/ˈpik mē ˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a thing that makes one feel more energetic or cheerful




•
 
ginseng has long been used as a pick-me-up




•
 
your letter was just the pick-me-up I needed.



















pickney

 
/ˈpiknē/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in Caribbean English) a child




•
 
me and the pickney have to survive some way.







Compare with pickaninny
 .











– origin

 contraction of pickaninny
 . / 
usage:

 The word 
pickney

 is derived from pickaninny
 but has different connotations. 
Pickaninny

 is now usually regarded as an offensive racial slur for a black child, whereas 
pickney

 is commonly used to mean ‘child’ in Caribbean English and in that context does not generally have offensive or racial overtones.





pickoff

 
/ˈpikˌôf, ˈpikˌäf/






noun






[Baseball]

 the putout of a runner leading off base, involving an unexpected throw to a base by the pitcher or the catcher while the batter is still at bat.













pickpocket

 
/ˈpikˌpäkət/





I.
 
noun




a person who steals from other people's pockets.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal from the pockets of (someone)




•
 
she stopped in New Orleans where she skillfully pickpocketed tourists.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an elderly man caught pickpocketing in Times Square.



















Pick's disease

 
/ˈpiks diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a rare form of progressive dementia, typically occurring in late middle age and often familial, involving localized atrophy of the brain.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Arnold 
Pick

 (1851–1924), Bohemian neurologist.





pickup

 
/ˈpikˌəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pickup truck

 )
 — a small truck with an enclosed cab and open back.




2.
 
an act of collecting a person or goods, especially in a vehicle




•
 
curbside pickup




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
travel by bus from your local pickup point to your hotel.










3.
 
the reception of signals, especially interference or noise, by electrical apparatus.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a casual encounter with someone, with a view to having sexual intercourse.




5.
 
a person encountered with a view to having sexual intercourse.




6.
 
an improvement in an economic indicator




•
 
signs of 
a pickup in

 demand.










7.
 
a device that produces an electrical signal in response to some other kind of signal or change, in particular




8.
 
the cartridge of a record player, carrying the stylus.




9.
 
a device on a musical instrument, particularly an electric guitar, that converts string vibrations into electrical signals for amplification.




10.
 


[Music]

 a series of introductory notes leading into the opening part of a tune.




11.
 


[Fishing]

 a semicircular loop of metal for guiding the line back onto the spool as it is reeled in.








II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 informal and spontaneous




•
 
six players had started a full-court pickup basketball game.



















Pickwickian

 
/pikˈwikēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or like Mr. Pickwick in Dickens's 
Pickwick Papers

 , especially in being jovial, plump, or generous.




2.
 
(of words or their senses) misunderstood or misused; not literally meant, especially to avoid offense.













picky

 
/ˈpikē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 fastidious, especially excessively so




•
 
she had been a picky eater as a child.














II.
 
derivatives





pickiness

 
/-ēnis /






noun





















pick-your-own

 
/ˈpik ˌyə ˈrōn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a system in which commercially grown fruit or vegetables are picked by the customer for purchase at the place of production.













picnic

 
/ˈpikˌnik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outing or occasion that involves taking a packed meal to be eaten outdoors.




2.
 
a packed meal taken on an outing and eaten outdoors.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or take part in a picnic.








III.
 
phrases





no picnic








‹informal›

 used of something difficult or unpleasant




•
 
chemotherapy is no picnic.


















IV.
 
derivatives





picnicker

 
/ˈpikˌnikər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
pique-nique

 , of unknown origin.






pico-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 10−12





•
 
picogram.

















– origin

 from Spanish 
pico

 , literally ‘beak, peak, little bit.’





picocell

 
/ˈpēkōˌsel, ˈpīkōˌsel/






noun




a small mobile phone base station connected to the phone network via the Internet, typically used to improve mobile phone reception indoors and considered to be smaller than a microcell.




•
 
the system uses low-power picocells throughout the building.




















Pico de Orizaba

 
/ˌpēkō de ˌôrēˈsäbä/






Spanish name for Citlaltépetl
 .









Pico Rivera

 
/ˌpēkō riˈverə/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 63,138 (est. 2008).









picornavirus

 
/pəˈkôrnəˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of very small RNA viruses that includes enteroviruses, rhinoviruses, and the virus of foot-and-mouth disease.











– origin

 1960s: from pico-
 + RNA
 + virus
 .





picosecond

 
/ˈpēkōˌsek(ə)nd, ˈpīkōˌsek(ə)nd /

 
ps






noun




one trillionth of a second.




•
 
the first picosecond of the Big Bang.



















picot

 
/ˈpēkō pēˈkō/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a small loop or series of small loops of twisted thread in lace or embroidery, typically decorating the border of a fabric.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘small peak or point,’ diminutive of 
pic

 .





picotee

 
/ˌpikəˈtē/





I.
 
noun




a type of carnation whose light-colored flowers have dark-edged petals.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
picoté(e

 ) ‘marked with points,’ past participle of 
picoter

 ‘to prick.’





picquet

 
/ˈpikit piˈkāt/






noun




variant spelling of piquet
 .













picric acid

 
/ˌpikrik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter yellow compound obtained by nitrating phenol, used as a dye and in the manufacture of explosives.

[Alternative name: 
2,4,6-trinitrophenol

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H2
 (NO2
 )3
 OH.]








II.
 
derivatives





picrate

 
/ˈpiˌkrāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
picric

 from Greek 
pikros

 ‘bitter’ + -ic
 .





picrite

 
/ˈpikrīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark basaltic rock rich in olivine.








II.
 
derivatives





picritic

 
/pikˈritik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
pikros

 ‘bitter’ + -ite
 1
 .





picrotoxin

 
/ˌpikrōˈtäksən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bitter compound used to stimulate the respiratory and nervous systems, especially in treating barbiturate poisoning.

[This toxin is obtained from the seeds of the shrub 
Anamirta cocculus

 (family 
Menispermaceae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pikros

 ‘bitter’ + toxin
 .





Pict

 
/pikt/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient people inhabiting northern Scotland in Roman times.

Roman writings of around 
AD

 300 apply the term 
Picti

 to the hostile tribes of the area north of the Firth of Forth and the Firth of Clyde. Their origins are uncertain, but they may have been a loose confederation of Celtic tribes.








II.
 
derivatives





Pictish

 
/ˈpiktiSH /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from late Latin 
Picti

 , perhaps from 
pict-

 ‘painted, tattooed’ (from 
pingere

 ‘to paint’), or perhaps influenced by a local name.





pictograph

 
/ˈpiktəˌɡraf /

 
pictogram





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pictorial symbol for a word or phrase. Pictographs were used as the earliest known form of writing, examples having been discovered in Egypt and Mesopotamia from before 3000 
BC

 .




2.
 
a pictorial representation of statistics on a chart, graph, or computer screen.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pictographic

 
/ˌpiktəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
pictography

 
/pikˈtäɡrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
pict-

 ‘painted’ (from the verb 
pingere

 ) + -graph
 .





Pictor

 
/ˈpiktər /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous southern constellation (the Easel or Painter), close to the star Canopus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Pictoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Pictoris.













– origin

 Latin.





pictorial

 
/pikˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or expressed in pictures; illustrated




•
 
feelings presented in a pictorial form.














II.
 
noun




a newspaper or periodical with pictures as a main feature.








III.
 
derivatives





pictorially

 
/pikˈtôrēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
pictorius

 (from Latin 
pictor

 ‘painter,’ from the verb 
pingere

 ‘to paint’) + -al
 .






picture

 
/ˈpik(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painting or drawing




•
 
draw a picture of a tree.










2.
 
a photograph




•
 
we were warned not to 
take pictures

 .










3.
 
a portrait




•
 
have her picture painted.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a person or thing resembling another closely




•
 
she is the very picture of her mother.










5.
 
an impression of something formed from an account or description




•
 
a full picture of the disaster had not yet emerged.










6.
 
an image on a television screen.




7.
 
a movie




•
 
it took five honors, including best picture.










8.
 
(
the pictures

 )
 — the movies




•
 
I'm 
going to the pictures

 with my buddies.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (someone or something) in a photograph or picture




•
 
he is pictured with party guests.










2.
 
describe (someone or something) in a certain way




•
 
the markets in London and New York are usually pictured in contrasting terms.










3.
 
form a mental image of




•
 
she pictured Benjamin waiting.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in pictures








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 act in movies or work in the motion-picture industry.









2.
 
be (or look) a picture






be very pleasing to look at.









3.
 
the big (or bigger or larger) picture








‹informal›

 the situation as a whole




•
 
he's so involved in the minutiae that he often overlooks the big picture.















4.
 
get the picture








‹informal›

 understand a situation.









5.
 
in the picture






fully informed about something.









6.
 
out of the picture






no longer involved; irrelevant




•
 
hostages were better left out of the picture.















7.
 
the (or a) picture of ——






the embodiment of a specified state or emotion




•
 
she looked the picture of forbearance.















8.
 
(as) pretty as a picture






very pretty.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pictura

 , from 
pict-

 ‘painted’ (from the verb 
pingere

 ).





picture book

 
/ˈpik(t)SHər ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book containing many illustrations, especially one for children.













picture card

 
/ˈpik(t)SHər ˌkärd/






noun



1.
 
an illustrated card, used especially in games.




2.
 
another term for face card
 .













picture element






noun




see pixel
 .













picture hat

 
/ˈpik(t)SHər ˌhat/






noun




a woman's highly decorated hat with a wide brim, as shown in pictures by 18th-century English painters such as Reynolds and Gainsborough.













picture palace






noun






‹dated›

 a movie theater.













picture-perfect






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 lacking in defects or flaws; ideal




•
 
a picture-perfect summer day.



















picture plane






noun




in perspective, the imaginary plane corresponding to the surface of a picture, perpendicular to the viewer's line of sight.













picture postcard

 
/ˌpik(t)SHər ˈpōs(t)ˌkärd/





I.
 
noun




a postcard with a picture on one side.








II.
 
adjective




prettily picturesque, like the scenes typically shown on postcards




•
 
a picture-postcard thatched cottage.



















picture space






noun




the apparent space behind the picture plane of a painting, created by perspective and other techniques.













picturesque

 
/ˌpikCHəˈresk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
visually attractive, especially in a quaint or pretty style




•
 
the picturesque covered bridges of New England.










2.
 
(of language) unusual and vivid




•
 
his picturesque speech contrasted with his rough appearance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
picturesquely

 
/ˌpik(t)SHəˈresklē /






adverb













2.
 
picturesqueness

 
/ˌpik(t)SHəˈresknəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
pittoresque

 , from Italian 
pittoresco

 , from 
pittore

 ‘painter’ (from Latin 
pictor

 ). The change from 
-tt-

 to 
-ct-

 was due to association with picture
 .





picture tube






noun






[Electronics]

 the cathode ray tube of a television set designed for the reproduction of television pictures.













picture window

 
/ˈpik(t)SHər ˌwindō/






noun




a large window consisting of one pane of glass, typically in a living room.













picture writing

 
/ˈpik(t)SHər ˈrīdiNG/






noun




a mode of recording events by pictorial symbols; pictography.













piculet

 
/ˈpikyəlit/





I.
 
noun




a tiny tropical woodpecker with a short unstiffened tail, found chiefly in Central and South America.

[
Picumnus

 and other genera, family Picidae: numerous species, including the 
olivaceous piculet

 (
P. olivaceus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently a double diminutive of Latin 
picus

 ‘woodpecker.’





PID






abbreviation




pelvic inflammatory disease.













piddle

 
/ˈpidl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
urinate.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of urinating.




2.
 
urine.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





piddle around (or about)








‹informal›

 spend time in trifling activities




•
 
I piddled around the house all day.


















IV.
 
derivatives





piddler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense of piddle around
 ): verb is probably from a blend of piss
 and puddle
 dating from the 18th cent.





piddling

 
/ˈpidliNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 pathetically trivial; trifling




•
 
piddling little questions.



















piddock

 
/ˈpidək/





I.
 
noun




a bivalve mollusk that bores into soft rock or other firm surfaces. The valves of the shell have a conspicuous gap between them and rough frontal ridges to aid in boring.

[
Pholas

 and other genera, family 
Pholadidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






pidgin

 
/ˈpijən/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a grammatically simplified form of a language, used for communication between people not sharing a common language. Pidgins have a limited vocabulary, some elements of which are taken from local languages, and are not native languages, but arise out of language contact between speakers of other languages.

Compare with Creole
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
(
Pidgin

 )
 — another term for Tok Pisin
 .




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a simplified form of a language, especially as used by a nonnative speaker




•
 
we exchanged greetings, communicating in pidgin Spanish.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Chinese alteration of English 
business

 .





pidgin English






noun




a pidgin in which the chief language is English, used originally between Chinese people and Europeans.














pie1


 
/pī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a baked dish of fruit, or meat and vegetables, typically with a top and base of pastry.




2.
 
a pizza.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) easy as pie








‹informal›

 very easy.









2.
 
(as) nice (or sweet) as pie






extremely pleasant or polite.









3.
 
a piece (or slice) of the pie






a share of an amount of money or business available to be claimed or distributed




•
 
orchestras have seen cultural rivals get a bigger piece of the pie.















4.
 
pie in the sky








‹informal›

 something that is pleasant to contemplate but is very unlikely to be realized.















– origin

 Middle English: probably the same word as pie
 2
 , the various combinations of ingredients being compared to objects randomly collected by a magpie.






pie2


 
/pī/





I.
 
noun




short for magpie
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pica

 ‘magpie’ (related to 
picus

 ‘green woodpecker’).





pie3


 
/pī/





I.
 
noun




a former monetary unit of India and Pakistan, equal to one twelfth of an anna.











– origin

 from Hindi 
pā'ī

 , from Sanskrit 
pada

 , 
padī

 ‘quarter.’






piebald

 
/ˈpīˌbôld/





I.
 
adjective




(of a horse) having irregular patches of two colors, typically black and white.








II.
 
noun




a piebald horse or other animal.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from pie
 2
 (because of the magpie's black-and-white plumage) + bald
 (in the obsolete sense ‘streaked with white’).






piece

 
/pēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portion of an object or of material, produced by cutting, tearing, or breaking the whole




•
 


a piece of

 cheese




•
 
the dish lay 
in pieces

 upon the floor




•
 
she tore his letters 
to pieces

 .










2.
 
one of the items that were put together to make something and into which it naturally divides




•
 


take

 a car 
to pieces

 .










3.
 
an item of a particular type, especially one forming one of a set




•
 


a piece of

 luggage.










4.
 
an instance or example




•
 
a crucial piece of evidence.










5.
 
a financial share




•
 
each employee owns a piece of the company.










6.
 
a written, musical, or artistic creation or composition




•
 
a hauntingly beautiful piece of music.










7.
 
a coin of specified value




•
 
a 10-cent piece.










8.
 
a figure or token used to make moves in a board game.




9.
 


[Chess]

 a king, queen, bishop, knight, or rook, as opposed to a pawn.




10.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a firearm.




11.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a woman.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
piece something together

 )
 — assemble something from individual parts




•
 
the children took turns piecing together each other's jigsaw puzzle.










2.
 
slowly make sense of something from separate facts and pieces of evidence




•
 
Daniel had pieced the story together from the radio.










3.
 
(
piece something out

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 extend.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 patch




•
 
if it be broken it must be pieced.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a piece of ass (or tail)








‹vulgar slang›

 a person, usually a woman, regarded as a sexual partner.









2.
 
a piece of cake






see cake
 .









3.
 
a piece of the action





a.
 


‹informal›

 a share in the excitement of something.




b.
 
a share in the profits accruing from something.









4.
 
go to pieces






become so nervous or upset that one is unable to behave or perform normally.









5.
 
in one piece






unharmed or undamaged, especially after a dangerous experience.









6.
 
(all) of a piece (with something)






(entirely) consistent (with something)




•
 
his rejection of health-care reform is of a piece with his general disregard for the underprivileged.















7.
 
piece by piece






in slow and small stages.









8.
 
say one's piece






give one's opinion or make a prepared statement.









9.
 
tear (or rip) someone/something to pieces






criticize someone or something harshly.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
piece

 (compare with medieval Latin 
pecia

 , 
petium

 ), of obscure ultimate origin.





pièce de résistance

 
/pēˌes də rəˌzēˈstäns pēˌes də rāˌzēˈstäns/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
(especially with reference to creative work or a meal) the most important or remarkable feature




•
 
the pièce de résistance of the meal was flaming ice cream.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘piece (i.e., means) of resistance.’





piece goods






plural noun




fabrics woven in standard lengths for sale.













piecemeal

 
/ˈpēsˌmēl/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




characterized by unsystematic partial measures taken over a period of time


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the village is slowly being killed off by piecemeal development




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
some can only be had as part of a package, while others can be installed piecemeal.

















– origin

 Middle English: from the noun piece
 + 
-meal

 from Old English 
mǣlum

 , in the sense ‘measure, quantity taken at one time.’





piece of eight






noun






‹historical›

 a Spanish dollar, equivalent to 8 reals.













piecer

 
/ˈpēsər/






noun



1.
 
a person who patches or creates a garment or other item from pieces of fabric.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a child employed in a spinning mill to join the ends of broken threads.













piece rate






noun




a rate of payment for piecework.













piecework

 
/ˈpēsˌwərk/





I.
 
noun




work paid for according to the amount produced.








II.
 
derivatives





pieceworker

 
/ˈpēsˌwərkər /






noun






















pie chart

 
/ˈpī ˌCHärt/





I.
 
noun




a type of graph in which a circle is divided into sectors that each represent a proportion of the whole.











– origin

 1920s: because of the resemblance of the graph to a pie divided into portions.





pie crust

 
/ˈpī ˌkrəst /

 
piecrust






noun



1.
 
the baked pastry crust of a pie.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the dough used to make pie crusts




•
 
my mother was rolling out pie crust on the table.



















piecrust table






noun




a table with an indented edge like a pie crust.













pied

 
/pīd/





I.
 
adjective




having two or more different colors




•
 
pied dogs from the Pyrenees.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘black and white like a magpie’): from pie
 2
 + -ed
 1
 .





pied-à-terre

 
/pēˌyādəˈter/





I.
 
noun




a small apartment, house, or room kept for occasional use.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘foot to earth.’





piedmont

 
/ˈpēdmänt/





I.
 
noun




a gentle slope leading from the base of mountains to a region of flat land.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
piemonte

 . See Piedmont
 .






Piedmont

 
/ˈpēdmänt/





I.
 
a region in northwestern Italy, in the foothills of the Alps; capital, Turin. It was the center of the movement for a united Italy in the 19th century.

Italian name Piemonte
 .




II.
 
in the US, a hilly highland region between the Appalachian Mountains and the Atlantic coast. The Piedmont ends at the Fall Line, where rivers drop to the coastal plain.







– origin

 from Italian 
piemonte

 ‘mountain foot.’





Piedmontese

 
/ˌpēdmänˈtēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the northwestern Italian region of Piedmont or its inhabitants




•
 
the collection was expanded by gifts from Piedmontese aristocrats.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the northwestern Italian region of Piedmont




•
 
the Piedmontese entered the city




•
 
her husband is a Piedmontese.



















pied noir

 
/pēˌā ˈnwär/





I.
 
noun




a person of European origin who lived in Algeria during French rule, especially one who returned to Europe after Algeria was granted independence.











– origin

 French, literally ‘black foot,’ so named because of the western-style black leather shoes worn by the first colonists.





Pied Piper

 
/ˌpīd ˈpīpər/





I.
 
the hero of 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin

 , a poem by Robert Browning (1842), based on an old German legend. The piper, dressed in particolored costume, rid the town of Hamelin (Hameln) in Brunswick of rats by enticing them away with his music, and when refused the promised payment he lured away the children of the citizens.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Pied Piper

 )
 — a person who entices people to follow them, especially to their doom.









pie-eyed

 
/ˈpī ˌīd/






adjective






‹informal›

 very drunk.













pie-faced

 
/ˈpīfāst/






adjective






‹informal›

 having a roundish face and typically a blank or stupid expression.













Piegan

 
/pēˈɡan /

 
Peigan





I.
 
noun




a member of a North American Indian people of the Blackfoot confederacy.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Piegan.











– origin

 via Cree, from Blackfoot 
piikáni

 ‘Piegan band.’





pie hole






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person's mouth




•
 
shut your pie hole.



















pieman

 
/ˈpīmən ˈpīˌman/






noun






‹archaic›

 a pie seller.














Piemonte

 
/ˌpyeˈmôn(t)e/






Italian name for Piedmont
 .









piemontite

 
/ˈpēmənˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a brown or black mineral of the epidote group consisting of a silicate of calcium, aluminum, iron, and manganese.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian 
Piemonte

 (see Piedmont
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





pie plate

 
pie pan






noun




a shallow metal or glass dish with sloping sides in which pies are baked.













pier

 
/pir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure leading out from the shore into a body of water, in particular




2.
 
a platform supported on pillars or girders, used as a landing stage for boats.




3.
 
a structure supported on pillars leading out to sea and used as an entertainment area, typically incorporating arcades and places to eat.




4.
 
a breakwater or mole.




5.
 
a solid support designed to sustain vertical pressure, in particular




6.
 
a pillar supporting an arch or a bridge.




7.
 
a section of a wall between windows or other adjacent openings.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
pera

 , of unknown origin.





pierce

 
/pirs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sharp pointed object) go into or through (something)




•
 
a splinter had pierced the skin.










2.
 
make (a hole) with a sharp instrument




•
 
I had to pierce another hole in my belt.










3.
 
make a hole in (the ears, nose, or other part of the body) so as to wear jewelry in them


(as 
adj.

 
pierced

 )


•
 
kids with pierced noses.










4.
 
(usu. 
be pierced

 )
 — bore a hole or tunnel through




•
 
the dividing wall is pierced by arches and piers.










5.
 
force or cut a way through




•
 
they were seeking to pierce the antiballistic-missile defenses




•
 
a shrill voice pierced the air.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
percer

 , based on Latin 
pertus-

 ‘bored through,’ from the verb 
pertundere

 , from 
per

 ‘through’ + 
tundere

 ‘thrust.’





Pierce, Franklin

 
/pi(ə)rs/






(1804–69), 14th president of the US 1853–57. A New Hampshire Democrat, he served as US congressman 1833–37 and US senator 1837–42. His presidency saw the rise of divisions within the country over slavery and the encouragement of settlement in the northwest.









piercer

 
/ˈpirsər/






noun




a person or thing that pierces something.













piercing

 
/ˈpirsiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of eyes or a look) appearing to see through someone; searching




•
 
he stared at me with those piercing eyes.










2.
 
(of a voice or sound) extremely high, loud, or shrill




•
 
she let out a piercing scream.










3.
 
(of wind or extreme temperature) seeming to cut through one




•
 
the piercing cold.










4.
 
(of a feeling) affecting one keenly or deeply.




5.
 
(of mental attributes) sharp; profound




•
 
her piercing analysis.














II.
 
derivatives





piercingly

 
/ˈpirsiNGlē /






adverb





















pier glass

 
/ˈpi(ə)r ˌɡlas/






noun




a large mirror, used originally to fill wall space between windows.













pieris

 
/ˈpīris, ˈpi(ə)ris/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub of the heath family, typically having pink or red young leaves and loose clusters of waxy white bell-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Pieris

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : many species, in particular 
P. floribunda

 of North America.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the Latin name of one of the Muses, from 
Pieria

 , the name of a district in northern Thessaly, Greece, said to be the home of the Muses.





Pierre

 
/ˈpiər/






the capital of South Dakota, in the central part of the state, on the Missouri River; pop. 13,899 (est. 2008).









Pierrot

 
/ˈpēəˌrō/





I.
 
noun




a stock male character in French pantomime, with a sad white-painted face, a loose white costume, and a pointed hat.











– origin

 French, diminutive of the male given name 
Pierre

 ‘Peter.’





pier table






noun




a low table or bracket in the space between two windows, typically placed under a pier glass.













pie safe






noun




a cupboard with doors featuring decorative pierced tin panels, originally designed to store pies after baking.













pietà

 
/ˌpēāˈtä /

 
Pietà





I.
 
noun




a picture or sculpture of the Virgin Mary holding the dead body of Jesus Christ on her lap or in her arms.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
pietas

 ‘dutifulness.’





Pietermaritzburg

 
/ˌpēdərˈmerətsˌbərɡ/






a city in eastern South Africa, the capital of KwaZulu-Natal; pop. 891,600 (est. 2009).









pietism

 
/ˈpīəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pious sentiment, especially of an exaggerated or affected nature.




2.
 
(usu. 
Pietism

 )
 — a 17th-century movement for the revival of piety in the Lutheran Church.

[from German 
Pietismus

 , from modern Latin, based on Latin 
pietas

 (see piety
 ).]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pietist

 
/ˈpīədəst /






noun













2.
 
pietistic

 
/ˌpīəˈtistik /






adjective













3.
 
pietistical






adjective













4.
 
pietistically

 
/-tik(ə)lē /






adverb






















piety

 
/ˈpīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being religious or reverent




•
 
acts of piety and charity.










2.
 
a belief or point of view that is accepted with unthinking conventional reverence




•
 
the accepted pieties of our time.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘devotion to religious observances’): from Old French 
piete

 , from Latin 
pietas

 ‘dutifulness,’ from 
pius

 (see pious
 ).





piezo

 
/pīˈēzō, pēˈāzō/






adjective




piezoelectric.













piezoelectricity

 
/pēˌāzōˌəlekˈtrisədē pīˌēzōˌəlekˈtrisədē/





I.
 
noun




electric polarization in a substance (especially certain crystals) resulting from the application of mechanical stress.

Piezoelectric substances are able to convert mechanical signals (such as sound waves) into electrical signals, and vice versa. They are therefore widely used in microphones, phonograph pickups, and earphones, and also to generate a spark for igniting gas.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
piezoelectric

 
/pēˈˌāzōəˈlektrik pēˈˌātsōəˈlektrik /






adjective













2.
 
piezoelectrically

 
/-trik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
piezein

 ‘press, squeeze’ + electricity
 .





piezometer

 
/pēəˈzämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the pressure of a liquid or gas, or something related to pressure (such as the compressibility of liquid). Piezometers are often placed in boreholes to monitor the pressure or depth of groundwater.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
piezein

 ‘press, squeeze’ + -meter
 .





piffle

 
/ˈpifəl/





I.
 
noun, exclamation






‹informal›

 nonsense.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: diminutive of imitative 
piff-

 .





piffling

 
/ˈpif(ə)liNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 trivial; unimportant.














pig

 
/piɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an omnivorous domesticated hoofed mammal with sparse bristly hair and a flat snout for rooting in the soil, kept for its meat.

[
Sus domesticus

 (with numerous varieties), family 
Suidae

 (the 
pig family

 ), descended from the wild boar and domesticated over 8,000 years ago. The pig family also includes the warthog and babirusa, but the similar peccaries are placed in their own family.]




2.
 
a wild animal of the pig family.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a young pig; a piglet.




4.
 
the flesh of a pig, especially a young one, as food.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a greedy, dirty, or unpleasant person




•
 
how can she stay married to such a pig?










6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a police officer.




7.
 
an oblong mass of iron or lead from a smelting furnace.

See also pig iron
 .




8.
 
a device that fits snugly inside an oil or gas pipeline and is sent through it to clean or test the inside, or to act as a barrier.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 gorge oneself with food




•
 
don't 
pig out on

 chips before dinner.










2.
 


‹informal›

 crowd together with other people in disorderly or dirty conditions




•
 
he and Irving 
pigged it

 for years in a shoebox of an apartment




•
 
I have no intention of pigging with that bunch for another day.










3.
 
(of a sow) give birth to piglets; farrow.




4.
 
operate a pig within an oil or gas pipeline.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bleed like a pig






bleed copiously.









2.
 
in pig






(of a sow) pregnant.









3.
 
in a pig's eye








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 expressing scornful disbelief at a statement.









4.
 
make a pig of oneself








‹informal›

 overeat; eat more than one's share.









5.
 
make a pig's ear of








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 handle ineptly.









6.
 
a pig in a poke






something that is bought or accepted without knowing its value or seeing it first.

[with reference to the formerly common trick of selling a cat concealed in a bag to someone who was expecting a pig.]









7.
 
put lipstick on a pig








‹informal›

 
‹chiefly US›

 make superficial changes to something regarded with dislike or disfavor in a fruitless attempt to make it more appealing




•
 
any attempt to revise the bill would amount to putting lipstick on a pig.















8.
 
squeal like a pig






squeal or yell loudly and shrilly.









9.
 
sweat like a pig








‹informal›

 sweat profusely.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
piglike

 
/ˈpigˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
pigling

 
/ˈpigliNG /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from an Old English word represented in 
picbrēd

 ‘acorn,’ literally ‘pig food.’






pigeon1


 
/ˈpijən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stout seed- or fruit-eating bird with a small head, short legs, and a cooing voice, typically having gray and white plumage.

See also dove
 1
 (
sense

 1). [Family 
Columbidae

 : numerous genera and species.]




2.
 
(also 
domestic

 or 
feral pigeon

 )
 — a pigeon descended from the wild rock dove, kept for racing, showing, and carrying messages, and common as a feral bird in towns.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gullible person, especially someone swindled in gambling or the victim of a confidence trick.




4.
 


‹military slang›

 an aircraft from one's own side.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pijon

 , denoting a young bird, especially a young dove, from an alteration of late Latin 
pipio(n-)

 ‘young cheeping bird,’ of imitative origin.





pigeon2


 
/ˈpijən/






noun




archaic spelling of pidgin
 .














pigeon breast

 
pigeon chest





I.
 
noun




a deformed human chest with a projecting breastbone.








II.
 
derivatives





pigeon-breasted

 
/ˈpijən ˌbrestəd /

 
pigeon-chested






adjective





















pigeon fancier





I.
 
noun




a person who keeps and breeds pigeons.








II.
 
derivatives





pigeon-fancying






noun






















pigeon hawk






noun




another term for merlin
 .













pigeon-hearted

 
/ˈpijənˌhärdəd/






adjective




timid; cowardly.













pigeonhole

 
/ˈpijənˌhōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small recess for a domestic pigeon to nest in.




2.
 
a small compartment, open at the front and forming part of a set, where letters or messages may be left for individuals.




3.
 
a compartment built into a desk for keeping documents in.




4.
 
a category, typically an overly restrictive one, to which someone or something is assigned




•
 
people identified me with a homely farmer's wife and I was never allowed to escape from that pigeonhole.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deposit (a document) into a pigeonhole




•
 
he pigeonholed his charts and notes.










2.
 
assign to a particular category or class, especially in a manner that is too rigid or exclusive




•
 
a tendency to 
pigeonhole

 him 
as

 a photographer and neglect his work in sculpture and painting.










3.
 
put aside for future consideration




•
 
she pigeonholed her worry about him.



















pigeon pea






noun



1.
 
a dark red tropical pealike seed.




2.
 
the woody Old World plant that yields pigeon peas, with pods and foliage that are used as fodder.

[
Cajanus cajan

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













pigeon's milk






noun




a curdlike secretion from a pigeon's crop, which it regurgitates and feeds to its young.













pigeon-toed

 
/ˌpijənˈtōd/






adjective




having the toes or feet turned inward.













pigfish

 
/ˈpiɡˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a deep-bodied scaleless fish with a protuberant snout, living in the cooler seas of the southern hemisphere.

[Family 
Congiopodidae

 : several genera and species.]




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of other marine fishes, especially one that grunts.

[● a western Atlantic grunt (
Orthopristis chrysoptera

 , family 
Pomadasyidae

 ).]













piggery

 
/ˈpiɡ(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
a farm where pigs are bred or kept.




2.
 
a pigpen.




3.
 
behavior regarded as characteristic of pigs in greed or unpleasantness.













piggish

 
/ˈpiɡiSH/





I.
 
adjective




resembling a pig, especially in being greedy or unpleasant.








II.
 
derivatives





piggishness

 
/ˈpiɡiSHnəs /






noun





















piggy

 
/ˈpiɡē/





I.
 
noun




(used by or when talking to children) a pig or piglet.








II.
 
adjective




resembling a pig, especially in features or appetite




•
 
three pairs of little piggy eyes.




















piggyback

 
/ˈpiɡēˌbak/





I.
 
noun




a ride on someone's back and shoulders.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
on the back and shoulders of another person




•
 
a piggyback ride.










2.
 
attached to or riding on a larger object




•
 
a telescope with fittings for piggyback cameras.














III.
 
adverb




on the back and shoulders of another person




•
 
he had to carry him piggyback.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry by or as if by piggyback.




2.
 
mount on or attach to (an existing object or system)




•
 
providers of information have piggybacked their own networks onto the system.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use existing work or an existing product as a basis or support




•
 
we were 
piggybacking on

 their training program.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adverb): although analyzed by folk etymology in various ways from an early date, the word's origin remains obscure.





piggy bank

 
/ˈpiɡē ˌbaNGk/






noun



1.
 
a container for saving money in, especially one shaped like a pig, with a slit in the top through which coins are dropped.




2.
 
savings




•
 
many people would dip into their piggy banks to pay the higher tax bills.



















pigheaded

 
/ˌpiɡˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




stupidly obstinate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pigheadedly

 
/ˌpiɡˈhedədly /






adverb













2.
 
pigheadedness

 
/ˌpiɡˈhedədnəs /






noun





















pig-ignorant

 
/piɡ ˈiɡnərənt/






adjective






‹informal›

 utterly uneducated




•
 
when I bought my house I was pig-ignorant about the area.




















pig iron

 
/piɡ ˈī(ə)rn/






noun




crude iron as first obtained from a smelting furnace, in the form of oblong blocks.














pig Latin

 
/ˈpiɡ ˌlatn/






noun




a made-up language formed from English by transferring the initial consonant or consonant cluster of each word to the end of the word and adding a vocalic syllable (usually : so 
chicken soup

 would be translated to 
ickenchay oupsay

 . Pig Latin is typically spoken playfully, as if to convey secrecy.













piglet

 
/ˈpiɡlit/






noun




a young pig.













pigment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpiɡmənt /



1.
 
the natural coloring matter of animal or plant tissue.




2.
 
a substance used for coloring or painting, especially a dry powder that, when mixed with oil, water, or another medium, constitutes a paint or ink.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/piɡˈment /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
pigmented

 )


1.
 
color (something) with or as if with pigment




•
 
pigmented areas such as freckles.














III.
 
derivatives





pigmentary

 
/-ˌterē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English, from Latin 
pigmentum

 , from 
pingere

 ‘to paint.’ The verb dates from the early 20th cent.





pigmentation

 
/ˌpiɡmənˈtāSH(ə)n ˌpiɡˌmenˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the natural coloring of animal or plant tissue.




2.
 
the coloring of a person's skin, especially when abnormal or distinctive.













pigment epithelium






noun






[Anatomy]

 a layer of pigmented cells in the retina of the eye, overlying the choroid.













pignoli

 
/pinˈyōlē/





I.
 
plural noun




pine nuts.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
pignolo

 , from 
pigna

 ‘pine cone,’ from Latin 
pinea

 .






pignut

 
/ˈpiɡˌnət/






noun



1.
 
a hickory tree that bears nuts with thin husks.

[Genus 
Carya

 , family 
Juglandaceae

 : four North American species, 
black hickory

 (
C. texana

 ), 
pignut hickory

 (
C. glabra

 ), 
sand hickory

 (
C. pallida

 ), and 
scrub hickory

 (
C. floridana

 ).]




2.
 
another term for earthnut
 (
sense

 1).













pig-out

 
/ˈpiɡˌout/






noun






‹informal›

 a bout of eating a large amount of food.













pigpen

 
/ˈpiɡˌpen/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pen or enclosure for a pig or pigs.













Pigs, Bay of






a bay on the southwestern coast of Cuba, scene of an unsuccessful attempt in 1961 by US-backed Cuban exiles to invade the country and overthrow the regime of Fidel Castro.









pigskin

 
/ˈpiɡˌskin/






noun



1.
 
the hide of a domestic pig.




2.
 
leather made from this.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a football.













pigsticker

 
/ˈpiɡˌstikər/






noun






‹informal›

 a long sharp knife or weapon.













pigsticking

 
/ˈpiɡˌstikiNG/






noun




the sport of hunting wild boar with a spear, typically on horseback.













pigsty

 
/ˈpiɡˌstī/






noun




a pigpen.













pigtail

 
/ˈpiɡˌtāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a braid or gathered hank of hair hanging from the back of the head, or either of a pair at the sides




•
 
she had her hair done 
in pigtails

 .










2.
 
a short length of flexible braided wire connecting a stationary part to a moving part in an electrical device.




3.
 
a thin twist of tobacco.








II.
 
derivatives





pigtailed

 
/ˈpiɡˌtāld /






adjective





















pig-tailed macaque

 
pigtail macaque






noun




a forest-dwelling Southeast Asian macaque that has a brown coat with pale underparts, dark markings around the face, and a small piglike tail.

[
Macaca nemestrina

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]














pigweed

 
/ˈpiɡwēd/






noun



1.
 
an amaranth that grows as a weed or is used for fodder.

[Genus 
Amaranthus

 , family 
Amaranthaceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. retroflexus

 and 
A. albus

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for lamb's-quarters
 .














pika

 
/ˈpīkə, ˈpē-/





I.
 
noun




a small mammal related to the rabbits, having rounded ears, short limbs, and a very small tail.

[Family 
Ochotonidae

 and genus 
Ochotona

 : many species, including the 
collared pika

 (
O. collaris

 ) of western North America.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Tungus 
piika

 .






pike1


 
/pīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-bodied predatory freshwater fish with a pointed snout and large teeth, of both North America and Eurasia.

[Family 
Esocidae

 and genus 
Esox

 : five species, including the widespread 
northern pike

 (
E. lucius

 ).]




2.
 
used in names of other predatory fish with large teeth, e.g., 
garpike

 .











– origin

 Middle English: from pike
 2
 (because of the fish's pointed jaw).






pike2


 
/pīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an infantry weapon with a pointed steel or iron head on a long wooden shaft.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (in names) a hill with a peaked top




•
 
Scafell pike.







[apparently of Scandinavian origin; compare with West Norwegian dialect 
pīk

 ‘pointed mountain.’]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 kill or thrust (someone) through with a pike.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
pique

 , back-formation from 
piquer

 ‘pierce,’ from 
pic

 ‘pick, pike’; compare with Old English 
pīc

 ‘point, prick’ (of unknown origin).





pike3


 
/pīk/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 short for turnpike
 .








II.
 
phrases





come down the pike








(N. Amer.)

 appear on the scene; come to notice.

















pike4


 
/pīk /

 
pike position





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a position in diving or gymnastics in which the body is bent at the waist but the legs remain straight.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.






Pike, Zebulon

 
/pīk/






(1779–1813), US soldier and explorer; full name 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike

 . He led several expeditions into the Louisiana Purchase region, where he came upon (but never climbed) what is now called Pike's Peak in Colorado. He was killed at York (now Toronto) in Ontario, Canada, while leading a charge against the British during the War of 1812.









pikeman

 
/ˈpīkmən/






noun






‹historical›

 a soldier armed with a pike.













pikeperch

 
/ˈpīkˌpərCH/






noun




a predatory pikelike freshwater fish of the perch family, especially the walleye.

[Genus 
Stizostedion

 , family 
Percidae

 : five species, including the sauger.]













piker

 
/ˈpīkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a gambler who makes only small bets.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a stingy or cautious person.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a person who withdraws from a commitment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the slang verb 
pike

 , meaning ‘withdraw from an agreement because of overcautiousness.’





Pikes Peak

 
/ˌpīks ˈpēk/






a mountain in the Front Range of the southern Rocky Mountains, near Colorado Springs in Colorado, 14,110 feet (4,300 m) high, named for Zebulon Pike, Zebulon
 .









pikestaff

 
/ˈpīkˌstaf/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the wooden shaft of a pike.








II.
 
phrases





(as) plain as a pikestaff





a.
 
very obvious.




b.
 
ordinary or unattractive in appearance.

[alteration of 
as plain as a packstaff

 , the staff being that of a peddler, on which he rested his pack of wares.]















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from pike
 2
 + staff
 1
 .





piki

 
/ˈpēkē/





I.
 
noun




cornmeal bread in the form of very thin sheets, made by the Hopi Indians of the southwestern US.











– origin

 Hopi.





Pik Pobedy

 
/ˌpēk päbˈyedē/





I.
 
a mountain in eastern Kyrgyzstan, situated close to the border with China. Rising to a height of 24,406 feet (7,439 m), it is the highest peak in the Tien Shan range.







– origin

 from Russian, literally ‘Victory Peak.’






pilaf

 
/pəˈläf ˈpēˌläf/





I.
 
noun




a Middle Eastern or Indian dish of rice (or sometimes wheat) cooked in stock with spices, typically having added meat or vegetables.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Turkish 
pilâv

 from Persian 
pilāv

 (see pilau
 ).





pilaster

 
/pəˈlastər/





I.
 
noun




a rectangular column, especially one projecting from a wall.








II.
 
derivatives





pilastered






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
pilastre

 , from Italian 
pilastro

 or medieval Latin 
pilastrum

 , from Latin 
pila

 ‘pillar.’





Pilate, Pontius

 
/ˈpīlət/






(died 
c.

 
AD 36

 ), Roman procurator of Judaea 
c.

 26–
c.

 36. He is known for presiding at the trial of Jesus Christ and authorizing his crucifixion.










Pilates

 
/pəˈläˌdēz/





I.
 
noun




a system of exercises using special apparatus, designed to improve physical strength, flexibility, and posture, and enhance mental awareness




•
 
this quest for better training has led many dancers to Pilates




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the Pilates method.

















– origin

 1960s: named after German physical fitness specialist Joseph 
Pilates

 (1880–1967), who devised the system.






pilau

 
/pəˈlou ˈpēlou /

 
pulao





I.
 
noun




another term for pilaf
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Persian 
pulaw

 , 
pilāv

 , Hindi 
pulāv

 , from Sanskrit 
pulāka

 ‘ball of rice,’ probably from Dravidian.





pilchard

 
/ˈpilCHərd/





I.
 
noun




a small, edible, commercially valuable marine fish of the herring family.

[
Sardinops

 and other genera, family 
Clupeidae

 : several species, including the European 
Sardina pilchardus

 . See also sardine
 1
 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Pilcomayo River

 
/ˌpilkəˌmäyō ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from the Andes in western Bolivia along the Argentina-Paraguay border to join the Paraguay River at Asunción in Paraguay.









pilcrow

 
/ˈpilˌkrō/





I.
 
noun




a symbol (¶) used to mark a new paragraph or section of text.




•
 
early printed books were designed to accommodate hand-drawn rubrications, including spaces at the beginning of each section for a pilcrow.

















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from a variant of paragraph
 , remodeled after the more familiar words pill
 1
 and crow
 1
 .





pile1


 
/pīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heap of things laid or lying one on top of another




•
 
he placed the books in a neat pile.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a large amount of something




•
 
the growing pile of work.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a lot of money




•
 
he is admired for having 
made a pile

 for himself.










4.
 
a large imposing building or group of buildings




•
 
a Victorian Gothic pile.










5.
 
a series of plates of dissimilar metals laid one on another alternately to produce an electric current.




6.
 
dated term for nuclear reactor.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 a funeral pyre.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place (things) one on top of another




•
 
she piled all the groceries on the counter.










2.
 
(
be piled with

 )
 — be stacked or loaded with




•
 
his in-box was piled high with papers.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pile up

 )
 — increase in quantity




•
 
the work has piled up.










4.
 
(
pile something up

 )
 — cause to increase in quantity




•
 
the debts he piled up.










5.
 
(
pile something on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 intensify or exaggerate something for effect




•
 
you can pile on the guilt, but my heart has turned to stone.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pile in/out

 )
 — (of a group of people) get into or out of a vehicle in a disorganized manner




•
 
we all piled in and headed off to our mysterious destination




•
 
my students 
piled out of

 three cars.










7.
 
(
pile into

 )
 — (of a vehicle) crash into




•
 
60 cars piled into each other on I-95.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make one's pile








‹informal›

 make a lot of money.









2.
 
pile arms






see stack arms
 at stack
 .









3.
 
pile it on








‹informal›

 exaggerate the seriousness of a situation or of someone's behavior to increase guilt or distress.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pila

 ‘pillar, pier.’






pile2


 
/pīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy beam or post driven vertically into the bed of a river, soft ground, etc., to support the foundations of a structure.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a triangular charge or ordinary formed by two lines meeting at an acute angle, usually pointing down from the top of the shield.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen or support (a structure) with piles.











– origin

 Old English 
pīl

 ‘dart, arrow,’ also ‘pointed stake,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pijl

 and German 
Pfeil

 , from Latin 
pilum

 ‘(heavy) javelin.’





pile3


 
/pīl/





I.
 
noun




the soft projecting surface of a carpet or of a fabric such as velvet or flannel, consisting of many small threads.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 , usu. in 
combination

 ] (
-piled

 )


1.
 
furnish with a pile




•
 
a thick-piled carpet.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘downy feather’): from Latin 
pilus

 ‘hair.’ The noun sense dates from the mid 16th cent.





pilea

 
/ˈpīlēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the nettle family that lacks stinging hairs, native to warm regions and widely grown as an indoor plant.

[Genus 
Pilea

 , family 
Urticaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
pileus

 ‘felt cap.’





pileated woodpecker

 
/ˈpīlēˌātid, ˈpil-/





I.
 
noun




a large North American woodpecker with mainly black plumage and a red cap and crest.

[
Dryocopus pileatus

 , family 
Picidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
pileated

 from Latin 
pileatus

 ‘capped,’ from 
pileus

 ‘felt cap.’





pile driver





I.
 
noun




a machine for driving piles into the ground.








II.
 
derivatives





pile-driving






noun, adjective






















piles

 
/pīlz/





I.
 
plural noun




hemorrhoids.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Latin 
pila

 ‘ball’ (because of the globular form of external hemorrhoids).





pileup

 
/ˈpīlˌəp/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a crash involving several vehicles.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a confused mass of people fallen on top of one another, especially in a team game.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an accumulation of a specified thing




•
 
a massive pileup of data.



















pileus

 
/ˈpīlēəs, ˈpil/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the cap of a mushroom or toadstool.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘felt cap.’





pilewort

 
/ˈpīlwərt, -wôrt/





I.
 
noun




another term for lesser celandine
 (see celandine
 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: from piles
 (because of its reputed efficacy against piles) + wort
 .






pilfer

 
/ˈpilfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal (typically things of relatively little value).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pilferage

 
/ˈpilf(ə)rij /






noun













2.
 
pilferer

 
/ˈpilf(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘action of pilfering, something pilfered’): from Old French 
pelfrer

 ‘to pillage,’ of unknown origin. Compare with pelf
 .






pilgrim

 
/ˈpilɡrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who journeys to a sacred place for religious reasons.




2.
 
(usu. 
Pilgrim

 )
 — a member of a group of English Puritans fleeing religious persecution who sailed in the 
Mayflower

 and founded the colony of Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1620.




3.
 
a person who travels on long journeys.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 travel or wander like a pilgrim.








III.
 
derivatives





pilgrimize

 
/-ˌmīz /






verb




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Provençal 
pelegrin

 , from Latin 
peregrinus

 ‘foreign’ (see peregrine
 ).





pilgrimage

 
/ˈpilɡrəmij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pilgrim's journey.




2.
 
a journey to a place associated with someone or something well known or respected




•
 
making a pilgrimage to the famous racing circuit.










3.
 
life viewed as a journey




•
 
life's pilgrimage.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go on a pilgrimage.











– origin

 Middle English: from Provençal 
pelegrinatge

 , from 
pelegrin

 (see pilgrim
 ).





pili

 
/pēˈlē/





I.
 
noun




the edible seed of a Phillipine tree, which tastes like a sweet almond.











– origin

 from Tagalog.





piling

 
/ˈpīliNG/






noun




heavy stakes or posts installed to support the foundations of a superstructure




•
 
wooden piling supporting a complex of waterfront buildings




•
 
construction workers carry out their work behind the steel pilings.



















Pilipino

 
/ˌpiləˈpēnō/






noun, adjective




variant of Filipino
 .














pill1


 
/pil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round mass of solid medicine to be swallowed whole.




2.
 
(
the pill

 or 
the Pill

 )
 — a contraceptive pill




•
 
she is 
on the pill

 .










3.
 


‹informal›

 a tedious or unpleasant person.




4.
 


‹informal›

 (in some sports) a humorous term for a ball.








II.
 
phrases





a bitter pill (to swallow)






an unpleasant or painful necessity (to accept).












III.
 
derivatives





pilular

 
/ˈpilyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: ultimately from Latin 
pilula

 ‘little ball,’ diminutive of 
pila

 ; compare with Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
pille

 .





pill2


 
/pil/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of knitted fabric) form small balls of fluff on its surface.











– origin

 1950s: from the noun 
pill

 denoting a small ball of fluff, extended sense of pill
 1
 .





pillage

 
/ˈpilij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rob (a place) using violence, especially in wartime.




2.
 
steal (something) using violence, especially in wartime




•
 
artworks pillaged from churches and museums.














II.
 
noun




the action of pillaging a place or property, especially in wartime.








III.
 
derivatives





pillager

 
/ˈpiləjər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Old French, from 
piller

 ‘to plunder.’





pillar

 
/ˈpilər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall vertical structure of stone, wood, or metal, used as a support for a building, or as an ornament or monument.




2.
 
something shaped like a pillar




•
 


a pillar of

 smoke.










3.
 
a person or thing regarded as reliably providing essential support for something




•
 
he was 
a pillar of

 his local community.














II.
 
phrases





from pillar to post






from one place to another in an unceremonious or fruitless manner




•
 
the refugees have been pushed from pillar to post in that area.


















III.
 
derivatives





pillared

 
/ˈpilərd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
piler

 , based on Latin 
pila

 ‘pillar.’





pillar box

 
/ˈpilər ˌbäks/






noun




(in the UK) a large red cylindrical public mailbox.













Pillars of Hercules






an ancient name for two promontories on either side of the Strait of Gibraltar (the Rock of Gibraltar and Mount Acho in Ceuta), held by legend to have been parted by the arm of Hercules.









pillbox

 
/ˈpilˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a small shallow cylindrical box for holding pills.




2.
 
(usu. 
pillbox hat

 )
 — a woman's round hat with upright sides, a flat top, and no brim.




3.
 
a small, enclosed, partly underground concrete fort used as an outpost.













pillbug

 
/ˈpilˌbəɡ /

 
pill bug






noun




a wood louse that has a thick cuticle and is able to roll up into a ball when threatened.

[Genus 
Armadillidium

 , order 
Isopoda

 .]













pillion

 
/ˈpilyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a seat for a passenger behind a motorcyclist.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's light saddle.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a cushion attached to the back of a saddle for an additional passenger.








II.
 
phrases





ride pillion






travel seated behind a motorcyclist.















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a light saddle): from Scottish Gaelic 
pillean

 , Irish 
pillín

 ‘small cushion,’ diminutive of 
pell

 , from Latin 
pellis

 ‘skin.’





pillock

 
/ˈpilək/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of archaic 
pillicock

 ‘penis,’ the early sense of 
pillock

 in dialects of northern England.





pillory

 
/ˈpilərē /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun




a wooden framework with holes for the head and hands, in which an offender was imprisoned and exposed to public abuse.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (someone) in the pillory.




2.
 
attack or ridicule publicly




•
 
he found himself pilloried by members of his own party.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pilori

 , probably from Provençal 
espilori

 (associated by some with a Catalan word meaning ‘peephole,’ of uncertain origin).





pillow

 
/ˈpilō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rectangular cloth bag stuffed with feathers, foam rubber, or other soft materials, used to support the head when lying down.




2.
 
a piece of wood or metal used as a support; a block or bearing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rest (one's head) as if on a pillow.




2.
 


‹literary›

 serve as a pillow for




•
 
her shoulder pillowed his weary head.














III.
 
derivatives





pillowy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
pyle

 , 
pylu

 ; related to Dutch 
peluw

 and German 
Pfühl

 , based on Latin 
pulvinus

 ‘cushion.’





pillow block






noun




the housing for a wheel or journal bearing.













pillow book






noun




(in Japanese classical literature) a type of private diary.













pillowcase

 
/ˈpilōˌkās/






noun




a removable cloth cover for a pillow.













pillow fight

 
/ˈpilō fīt/






noun




a mock fight in which people hit each other with pillows.













pillow lace

 
/ˈpilō lās/






noun




lace made by hand using a lace pillow.













pillow lava

 
/ˈpilō ˈlävə ˈlavə/






noun




lava that has solidified as rounded masses, characteristic of eruption under water.














pillow sham






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a decorative pillowcase for covering a pillow when it is not in use.













pillowslip

 
/ˈpilōˌslip/






noun




a pillowcase.













pillow talk

 
/ˈpilō tôk/






noun




intimate conversation in bed.













pill popper

 
/pil ˈpäpər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who regularly takes large numbers of pills, especially barbiturates or amphetamines.








II.
 
derivatives





pill-popping






noun, adjective





















pill pusher





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person, specifically a doctor, who resorts too readily to advocating the use of medication to cure illness rather than considering other treatments.




2.
 


‹informal›

 any seller of drugs for profit, such as a pharmaceutical company or a drug dealer.








II.
 
derivatives





pill-pushing






noun, adjective





















pilocarpine

 
/ˌpīləˈkärpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile alkaloid obtained from jaborandi leaves, used to contract the pupils and to relieve pressure in the eye in glaucoma patients.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pilocarpus

 (genus name of the jaborandi) + -ine
 4
 .






pilose

 
/ˈpīlōs /

 
pilous





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 covered with long soft hairs.








II.
 
derivatives





pilosity

 
/pīˈläsədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
pilosus

 , from 
pilus

 ‘hair.’





pilot

 
/ˈpīlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who operates the flying controls of an aircraft.




2.
 
a person with expert local knowledge qualified to take charge of a ship entering or leaving confined waters; a helmsman.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a guide or leader.




4.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Telecommunications]

 an unmodulated reference signal transmitted with another signal for the purposes of control or synchronization.




5.
 
a television program made to test audience reaction with a view to the production of a series.




6.
 
another term for cowcatcher
 .




7.
 
short for pilot light
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done as an experiment or test before introducing something more widely




•
 
a two-year pilot study.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a pilot of (an aircraft or ship).




2.
 
guide; steer




•
 
the task of piloting the economy out of recession.










3.
 
test (a plan, project, etc.) before introducing it more widely




•
 
other schools were piloting such courses.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pilotage

 
/ˈpīlədij /






noun













2.
 
pilotless

 
/ˈpīlətləs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a person who steers a ship): from French 
pilote

 , from medieval Latin 
pilotus

 , an alteration of 
pedota

 , based on Greek 
pēdon

 ‘oar,’ (plural) ‘rudder.’





pilot balloon






noun




a small meteorological balloon used to track air currents.













pilot biscuit






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for hardtack
 .













pilot boat






noun




a boat used to transport maritime pilots to and from ships.













pilot chute






noun




a small parachute used to bring the main one into operation.













pilotfish

 
/ˈpīlətˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a fish of warm seas that is often seen swimming close to large fish such as sharks and sometimes turtles and boats, said to lead sharks to prey.

[
Naucrates ductor

 , family 
Carangidae

 .]




2.
 
someone who guides someone else




•
 
pilotfish who counsel both predator and quarry in mergers.



















pilot hole






noun




a small hole drilled as a guide for the insertion of a nail or screw, or for the drilling of a larger hole.













pilothouse

 
/ˈpīlətˌhous/






noun




another term for wheelhouse
 .













pilot jacket






noun




another term for pea jacket
 .













pilot light






noun



1.
 
a small gas burner kept continuously burning to light a larger burner when needed, especially on a gas stove or water heater.




2.
 
an electric indicator light or control light.














pilot whale

 
/ˈpīlət (h)wāl/






noun




a toothed whale that has black skin with a gray anchor-shaped marking on the chin, a low dorsal fin, and a square bulbous head.

Also called blackfish
 . [Genus 
Globicephala

 , family 
Delphinidae

 : the long-finned 
G. melas

 of subtropical waters, and the short-finned 
G. macrorhyncus

 of temperate waters.]













pilous

 
/ˈpīləs/






adjective




another term for pilose
 .













Pils

 
/pilz /

 
pils





I.
 
noun




short for Pilsner
 .











– origin

 1960s.






Pilsen

 
/ˈpilzən/






an industrial city in western Czech Republic; pop. 164,230 (2007).

Czech name Plzeň
 .










Pilsner

 
/ˈpilznər /

 
pilsner
 , Pilsener
 , pilsener






noun




a lager beer with a strong hop flavor, originally brewed at Pilsen in Bohemia (now the Czech Republic), and traditionally served in a tall glass tapered at the bottom.













Piltdown man

 
/ˈpiltdoun ˌman/





I.
 
noun




a fraudulent fossil composed of a human cranium and an ape jaw, allegedly discovered in England and presented in 1912 as a genuine hominid of the early Pleistocene, but shown to be a hoax in 1953.











– origin

 
Piltdown

 , the name of a village in southern England.





PIM






abbreviation




personal information manager.













Pima

 
/ˈpēmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of either of two American Indian peoples, the (
Upper

 ) 
Pima

 living chiefly along the Gila and Salt rivers of southern Arizona, and the 
Lower Pima

 of central Sonora.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan languages of the Pima.

See Papago
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Pima or their languages.











– origin

 Spanish, shortening of 
Pima Ayto

 , from Pima 
pimaha'icu

 ‘nothing,’ perhaps a shibboleth.






pimento

 
/pəˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
variant spelling of pimiento
 .




2.
 


(chiefly W. Indian)

 another term for allspice
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish 
pimiento

 (see pimiento
 ).





pimenton

 
/ˌpimenˈtōn/





I.
 
noun




smoked paprika, used especially in Spanish cooking




•
 
it's not paella unless it has rice, saffron, and pimenton.

















– origin

 Spanish, 
pimentón

 ‘paprika,’ from 
pimiento

 (see pimiento
 ).






pi meson

 
/ˌpī ˈmizän, ˌpī ˈmāzän/






noun




another term for pion
 .














pimiento

 
/pəˈmyen(t)ō /

 
pimento





I.
 
noun




a red sweet pepper.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish, from medieval Latin 
pigmentum

 ‘spice,’ from Latin, ‘pigment.’





Pimm's

 
/pimz/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a gin-based alcoholic drink, served typically with lemonade or soda water and fresh mint.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of the proprietor of the restaurant where the drink was created.





pimp

 
/pimp/





I.
 
noun




a man who controls prostitutes and arranges clients for them, taking part of their earnings in return.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
pimping

 )
 — act as a pimp.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (someone) as a prostitute.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 sell or promote (something) in an extravagant or persistent way




•
 
he pimped their debut album to staff writers at Rolling Stone.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make (something) more showy or impressive




•
 
he 
pimped up

 the car with spoilers and twin-spoke 18-inch alloys.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





pimpernel

 
/ˈpimpərˌnel/





I.
 
noun




a small plant of the primrose family, with creeping stems and flat five-petaled flowers.

[Genera 
Anagallis

 and 
Lysimachia

 , family 
Primulaceae

 : several species, in particular the scarlet pimpernel
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the burnet): from Old French 
pimpernelle

 , based on Latin 
piper

 ‘pepper’ (because of the resemblance of the burnet's fruit to a peppercorn).





pimping

 
/ˈpimpiNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 small or insignificant.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





pimple

 
/ˈpimpəl/





I.
 
noun




a small hard inflamed spot on the skin.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pimpled

 
/ˈpimp(ə)ld /






adjective













2.
 
pimply

 
/ˈpimp(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: related to Old English 
piplian

 ‘break out in pustules.’





pimpmobile

 
/ˈpimpmōˌbēl/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a large ostentatious car, in a style associated with pimps




•
 
like a pimpmobile, with cherry paneling and shag carpet.




















pin

 
/pin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin piece of metal with a sharp point at one end and a round head at the other, used especially for fastening pieces of cloth.




2.
 
a small brooch or badge.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a steel rod used to join the ends of fractured bones while they heal.




4.
 
a metal peg that holds down the activating lever of a hand grenade, preventing its explosion.




5.
 
short for hairpin
 .




6.
 


[Music]

 a peg around which one string of a musical instrument is fastened.




7.
 
a short piece of wood or metal for various purposes, in particular




8.
 
(in bowling) one of a set of bottle-shaped wooden pieces that are arranged in an upright position at the end of a lane in order to be toppled by a rolling ball.




9.
 
a metal projection from a plug or an integrated circuit that makes an electrical connection with a socket or another part of a circuit.




10.
 


[Golf]

 a stick with a flag placed in a hole to mark the hole's position.




11.
 
(
pins

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 legs




•
 
she was very nimble on her pins.










12.
 


[Chess]

 an attack on a piece or pawn, which is thereby pinned




•
 
the pin of the black queen by the white rook.










13.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a half-firkin cask for beer.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
attach or fasten with a pin or pins in a specified position




•
 
her hair was pinned back




•
 
pin a note on the door.










2.
 
(
pin something on

 )
 — fix blame or responsibility for something on (someone)




•
 
don't pin the blame on me.










3.
 
hold someone firmly in a specified position so they are unable to move




•
 
she was standing pinned against the door.










4.
 


[Chess]

 hinder or prevent (a piece or pawn) from moving because of the danger to a more valuable piece standing behind it along the line of an attack.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) neat (or clean) as a pin






extremely neat or clean.









2.
 
hear a pin drop






used to describe absolute silence.









3.
 
pin one's ears back






listen carefully.









4.
 
pin one's hopes (or faith) on






rely heavily on




•
 
retailers were pinning their hopes on a big-spending Christmas.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pin someone down





a.
 
restrict the actions or movement of an enemy by firing at them.




b.
 
force someone to be specific and make their intentions clear.









2.
 
pin something down






define something precisely.















– origin

 late Old English 
pinn

 ; related to Dutch 
pin

 ‘pin, peg,’ from Latin 
pinna

 ‘point, tip, edge.’





PIN

 
/pin /

 
PIN number





I.
 
noun




an identifying number allocated to an individual by a bank or other organization and used for validating electronic transactions.











– origin

 1970s: short for 
personal identification number

 .





piña

 
/ˈpēnyə/






noun




a sheer fabric made from the fibers of pineapple leaves.













piña colada

 
/ˌpēn(y)ə kəˈlädə/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail made with rum, pineapple juice, and coconut.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘strained pineapple.’





pinafore

 
/ˈpinəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sleeveless apronlike garment worn over a child's dress.




2.
 
a collarless sleeveless dress, tied or buttoned in the back and typically worn as a jumper, over a blouse or sweater.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a woman's loose sleeveless garment, typically full length and worn over clothes to keep them clean.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from pin
 + afore
 (because the term originally denoted an apron with a bib pinned on the front of a dress).





piñata

 
/pēnˈyädə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (especially in Spanish-speaking communities) a decorated figure of an animal containing toys and candy that is suspended from a height and broken open by blindfolded children as part of a celebration.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, literally ‘pot.’





Pinatubo, Mount

 
/ˌpinəˈto͞obō/






a volcano on the island of Luzon, in the Philippines. It erupted in 1991, killing more than 300 people and destroying the homes of more than 200,000.









Pinay

 
/ˈpiˌnī/





I.
 
noun




a woman of Filipino origin or descent; a Filipina




•
 
I asked a fellow Pinay what she thought.

















– origin

 Tagalog.





pinball

 
/ˈpēnˌbôl/






noun




a game in which small metal balls are shot across a sloping board and score points by striking various targets.













pin block






noun




the part of a piano or harpsichord holding the tuning pins.













pince-nez

 
/paNsˈnā/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a pair of eyeglasses with a nose clip instead of earpieces.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘(that) pinches (the) nose.’





pincer

 
/ˈpin(t)sər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pincers

 )


1.
 
a tool made of two pieces of metal bearing blunt concave jaws that are arranged like the blades of scissors, used for gripping and pulling things.




2.
 
a front claw of a lobster, crab, or similar crustacean.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
pincier

 ‘to pinch.’





pincer movement






noun




a movement by two separate bodies of troops converging on the enemy.














pinch

 
/pin(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grip (something, typically someone's flesh) tightly and sharply between finger and thumb




•
 
she pinched his cheek.










2.
 
(of a shoe) hurt (a foot) by being too tight.




3.
 
compress (the lips), especially with worry or tension




•
 
Aunt Rose 
pinched

 her thin lips 
together

 .










4.
 
remove (a bud, leaves, etc.) to encourage bushy growth.




5.
 
move one's finger and thumb apart or bring them together on (a touchscreen) in order to zoom into or out of an image, activate a function, etc.




•
 
to explore in more detail just pinch the screen




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you can pinch on the screen and all the open apps will appear.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — live in a frugal way




•
 
if I 
pinch and scrape

 , I might manage.










7.
 


‹informal›

 arrest (someone)




•
 
I was pinched for speeding.










8.
 


‹informal›

 steal




•
 
he pinched a handful of candies.










9.
 


[Sailing]

 sail (a boat) so close to the wind that the sails begin to lose power.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of gripping the skin of someone's body between finger and thumb




•
 
he gave her a gentle pinch.










2.
 
an amount of an ingredient that can be held between fingers and thumb




•
 
add a 
pinch of

 salt.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an arrest.




4.
 
an act of theft or plagiarism.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in a pinch






in a critical situation; if absolutely necessary.









2.
 
feel the pinch






experience hardship, especially financial.









3.
 
have to pinch oneself






used to convey that a good situation is so surprising that the person involved has to make sure they are not imagining it




•
 
sometimes I have to pinch myself to realize it isn't all a dream.















4.
 
pinch (one's) pennies






see penny
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





pincher






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from an Old Northern French variant of Old French 
pincier

 ‘to pinch.’





pinchbeck

 
/ˈpin(t)SHbek/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of copper and zinc resembling gold, used in watchmaking and costume jewelry.








II.
 
adjective




appearing valuable, but actually cheap or tawdry.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after Christopher 
Pinchbeck

 (died 1732), English watchmaker.





pinched

 
/pin(t)SHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their face) tense and pale from cold, worry, or hunger.




2.
 
hurt by financial hardship




•
 
consumers feel pinched by rising costs in repairs and housing.



















pinch effect






noun






[Physics]

 the constriction of a plasma through which a large electric current is flowing, caused by the attractive force of the current's own magnetic field.













pinch-hit

 
/ˈpinCH ˈˌhit/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Baseball]

 bat in place of another player, typically at a critical point in the game




•
 
he 
pinch-hit for

 O'Brien and grounded out.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 act as a substitute for someone, especially in an emergency




•
 
last year I briefly pinch-hit for a movie critic on leave.














II.
 
derivatives





pinch hitter






noun





















Pinchot, Gifford

 
/ˈpinSHō/






(1865–1946), US forester. Chief of the US Department of Agriculture's forestry division 1898–1910, he was the first professional US forester and a leader in the land conservation movement. He was also governor of Pennsylvania 1923–27, 1931–35.









pinchpenny

 
/ˈpin(t)SHˌpenē/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a miserly person.













pinch point






noun




a place or point where congestion occurs or is likely to occur, especially on a road




•
 
the planners have suggestions to ease traffic jams at ninety-two pinch points.



















pinch-run





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Baseball]

 substitute for another as a base runner, typically at a critical point in the game.








II.
 
derivatives





pinch runner






noun





















Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth

 
/ˈpiNGknē/






(1746–1825), US statesman. As minister to France in 1797, he refused the suggestion of certain French officials that he bribe them, in what became known as the XYZ Affair. A Federalist, he ran unsuccessfully for US vice president in 1800 and for president in 1804 and 1808.









pin curl






noun




a curl that is held by a hairpin while setting.













pincushion

 
/ˈpinˌko͝oSHən/






noun



1.
 
a small cushion into which pins are stuck for convenient storage.




2.
 
(also 
pincushion distortion

 )
 — a form of optical distortion in which straight lines along the edge of a screen or a lens bulge toward the center.













Pindar

 
/ˈpindər, -ˌdär/





I.
 
(
c.

 518–
c.

 438 
BC

 ), Greek lyric poet. He is noted for his odes (the 
Epinikia

 ), which celebrate victories in athletic contests at Olympia and elsewhere and relate them to religious and moral themes.




II.
 
derivatives





Pindaric

 
/pinˈdarik /






adjective





















Pindus Mountains

 
/ˌpindəs ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of mountains in west central Greece that stretch from the border with Albania south to the Gulf of Corinth. The highest peak is Mount Smolikas, which rises to 8,136 feet (2,637 m). Greek name 
Píndhos

 .










pine1


 
/pīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pine tree

 )
 — an evergreen coniferous tree that has clusters of long needle-shaped leaves. Many kinds are grown for their soft timber, which is widely used for furniture and pulp, or for tar and turpentine.

[Genus 
Pinus

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : many species, including North America's eastern 
white pine

 and western 
ponderosa pine

 .]




2.
 
used in names of coniferous trees of other families, e.g., 
Norfolk Island pine

 .




3.
 
used in names of unrelated plants that resemble the pines in some way, e.g., 
ground pine

 .




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — having the scent of pine needles




•
 
a pine potpourri.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a pineapple.








II.
 
derivatives





pinery

 
/ˈpīnərē /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
pinus

 , reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
pin

 .






pine2


 
/pīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suffer a mental and physical decline, especially because of a broken heart




•
 
she thinks I am 
pining away

 from love.










2.
 
(
pine for

 )
 — miss and long for the return of




•
 
I was pining for my boyfriend.

















– origin

 Old English 
pīnian

 ‘(cause to) suffer,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pijnen

 , German 
peinen

 ‘experience pain,’ also to obsolete 
pine

 ‘punishment’; ultimately based on Latin 
poena

 ‘punishment.’






pineal

 
/ˈpīnēəl pīˈnēəl ˈpinēəl /

 
pineal gland
 , pineal body





I.
 
noun




a pea-sized conical mass of tissue behind the third ventricle of the brain, secreting a hormonelike substance in some mammals.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
pinéal

 , from Latin 
pinea

 ‘pine cone.’ The anatomical term refers to the shape of the gland.






pineal eye






noun






[Zoology]

 (in some reptiles and lower vertebrates) an eyelike structure on the top of the head, covered by almost transparent skin and derived from or linked to the pineal body.













pineapple

 
/ˈpīˌnapəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large juicy tropical fruit consisting of aromatic edible yellow flesh surrounded by a tough segmented skin and topped with a tuft of stiff leaves.




2.
 
the widely cultivated tropical American plant that bears this fruit. It is low-growing, with a spiral of spiny sword-shaped leaves on a thick stem.

[
Ananas comosus

 , family 
Bromeliaceae

 .]




3.
 


‹informal›

 a hand grenade.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a pine cone): from pine
 1
 + apple
 . The word was applied to the fruit in the mid 17th cent., because of its resemblance to a pine cone.





pineapple weed






noun




a small mayweed with flowers that lack ray florets. When crushed, the leaves have a pineapple fragrance.

[Genus 
Matricaria

 , family 
Compositae

 : the European 
M. matricarioides

 and the North American 
M. discoidea

 .]













Pine Barrens






a region in southern New Jersey that is lightly populated and is characterized by sandy soils, forests of stunted conifers, and numerous small rivers.









Pine Bluff






an industrial city in southeastern Arkansas, on the Arkansas River, site of a large arsenal; pop. 50,408 (est. 2008).









pine cone

 
/ˈpīn ˌkōn/






noun




the conical or rounded woody fruit of a pine tree, with scales that open to release the seeds.














pine marten

 
/ˈpīn/






noun




a marten with a dark brown coat, a yellowish throat, and a bushy tail.

[Genus 
Martes

 , family 
Mustelidae

 : two species, 
M. martes

 of northern Eurasia, and 
M. americana

 of North America, esp. Canada and Alaska.]













pinene

 
/ˈpīˌnēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless flammable liquid present in turpentine, juniper oil, and other natural extracts.

[A bicyclic terpene; chem. formula: C10
 H16
 ; four isomers, esp. 
α-pinene

 , the main constituent of turpentine.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
pinus

 ‘pine’ + -ene
 .





pine nut






noun




the edible seed of various pine trees.













Pine Ridge






a village in southwestern South Dakota, headquarters of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation; pop. 3,171 (2000).










pinesap

 
/ˈpīnsap/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a saprophytic woodland plant related to wintergreen, lacking chlorophyll and bearing one or more waxy bell-shaped flowers.

[Two species in the family 
Monotropaceae

 (or 
Pyrolaceae

 ): the yellow or reddish 
Monotropa hypopithys

 (also called false beechdrops
 ), common in eastern North America, and the pinkish or purplish violet-scented 
Monotropsis odorata

 (also called 
sweet pinesap

 ).]













pine snake






noun




a large harmless North American snake with dark markings. When disturbed it hisses loudly and vibrates its tail.

[
Pituophis melanoleucus

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













pine tar






noun




a thick, sticky liquid obtained from the destructive distillation of pinewood, used in soap, roofing, and medicinally for skin infections.













Pine Tree State






a nickname for the state of Maine
 .









pinetum

 
/pīˈnēdəm/





I.
 
noun




an arboretum of pine trees or other conifers for scientific or ornamental purposes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
pinus

 ‘pine’ + -etum
 .





pine vole






noun




a vole with dense molelike fur, found chiefly in forests and orchards in North America and Eurasia.

[Genus 
Pitymys

 , family 
Muridae

 : many species, esp. the common 
P. pinetorum

 , the Florida variety of which is sometimes considered a distinct species (
P. parvulus

 ).]













pinewood

 
/ˈpīnˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the timber of the pine




•
 
pinewood furniture.










2.
 
(usu. 
pinewoods

 )
 — a forest of pines.













piney

 
/ˈpīnē /

 
piny






adjective




of, like, or full of pines.













pinfeather

 
/ˈpinˌfeT͟Hər/






noun






[Ornithology]

 an immature feather, before the veins have expanded and while the shaft is full of fluid.













pinfold

 
/ˈpinˌfōld /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun




a pound for stray animals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confine (a stray animal) in a pinfold.











– origin

 late Old English 
pundfald

 , from a base shared by pond
 and pound
 3
 + fold
 2
 .





ping

 
/piNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short high-pitched ringing sound, as of a tap on a crystal glass




•
 
the syncopated ping of steel drums.










2.
 
a percussive knocking sound, especially in an internal combustion engine




•
 
if any sign of engine ping occurs.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a ping


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the doorbell pinged




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Victoria pinged the bell.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 query (another computer on a network) to determine whether there is a connection to it.




3.
 
contact a person briefly (especially electronically)




•
 
he just pinged me, pointing to a breaking news story.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





pingback

 
/ˈpiNGˌbak/






noun




an automatic notification sent when a link has been created to a person's blog post from an external website, allowing a reciprocal link to that website to be created




•
 
at times it seems as if these posts just go out into the ether and disappear, so it's nice to get a pingback once in a while.



















pinger

 
/ˈpiNG(ɡ)ər/






noun




a device that transmits short high-pitched signals at brief intervals for purposes of detection, measurement, or identification.













pingo

 
/ˈpiNG(ɡ)ō/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dome-shaped mound consisting of a layer of soil over a large core of ice, occurring in permafrost areas.











– origin

 1920s: from Inuit 
pinguq

 ‘nunatak.’






Ping-Pong

 
/ˈpiNGˌpôNG/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 another term for table tennis
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative of the sound of a paddle striking a ball.





pinguid

 
/ˈpiNGɡwid/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of the nature of or resembling fat; oily or greasy.








II.
 
derivatives





pinguidity

 
/ˌpiNGˈɡwidədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pinguis

 ‘fat’ + -id
 1
 .





pinhead

 
/ˈpinˌhed/






noun



1.
 
the flattened head of a pin.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a very small rounded object




•
 
pinhead dots.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid or foolish person.













pinheaded

 
/ˈpinˌhedəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 stupid; foolish.








II.
 
derivatives





pinheadedness






noun





















pinhole

 
/ˈpinˌhōl/






noun




a very small hole.













pinhole borer






noun




an ambrosia beetle (family 
Platypodidae

 ), specifically the larva, which makes minute round holes in timber.













pinhole camera

 
/ˈpinˌhōl ˈkam(ə)rə/






noun




a camera with a pinhole aperture and no lens.













pinion1


 
/ˈpinyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outer part of a bird's wing including the flight feathers.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a bird's wing as used in flight.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tie or hold the arms or legs of (someone)




•
 
he pinioned the limbs of his opponents.










2.
 
bind (the arms or legs) of someone.




3.
 
cut off the pinion of (a wing or bird) to prevent flight.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pignon

 , based on Latin 
pinna

 , 
penna

 ‘feather.’





pinion2


 
/ˈpinyən/





I.
 
noun




a small gear or spindle engaging with a large gear.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
pignon

 , alteration of obsolete 
pignol

 , from Latin 
pinea

 ‘pine cone,’ from 
pinus

 ‘pine.’






pink1


 
/piNGk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a color intermediate between red and white, as of coral or salmon




•
 
her healthy pink cheeks




•
 
bright pink lipstick.










2.
 
(of wine) rosé.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 having or showing left-wing tendencies




•
 
pale pink politics.










4.
 
of or associated with homosexuals




•
 
a boom in the pink economy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
pink color, material, or pigment




•
 
she looks good 
in pink

 .










2.
 
(also 
hunting pink

 )
 — the red clothing or material worn by fox hunters.




3.
 
the best condition or degree




•
 
the economy is not in 
the pink of

 health.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the pink








‹informal›

 in very good health and spirits.









2.
 
turn (or go) pink






blush.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pinkish

 
/ˈpiNGkiSH /






adjective













2.
 
pinkly






adverb













3.
 
pinkness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from pink
 2
 , the early use of the adjective being to describe the color of the flowers of this plant.






pink2


 
/piNGk/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous Eurasian plant with sweet-smelling pink or white flowers and slender, typically gray-green, leaves.

[Genus 
Dianthus

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 (the 
pink family

 ). This family includes the campions, chickweeds, stitchworts, and the cultivated carnations. See also clove
 1
 (
sense

 3).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps short for 
pink eye

 , literally ‘small or half-shut eye’; compare with the synonymous French word 
oeillet

 , literally ‘little eye.’





pink3


 
/piNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut a scalloped or zigzag edge on


(as 
adj.

 
pinked

 )


•
 
a bonnet with pinked edging.










2.
 
pierce or nick (someone) slightly with a weapon or missile.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 decorate




•
 
April pinked the earth with flowers.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘pierce or nick slightly’): compare with Low German 
pinken

 ‘strike, peck.’





pink4


 
/piNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small square-rigged sailing ship, typically with a narrow, overhanging stern.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
pin(c)ke

 , of unknown ultimate origin; compare with Spanish 
pinque

 and Italian 
pinco

 .





pink5


 
/piNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a yellowish lake pigment made by combining vegetable coloring matter with a white base.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





pink-collar






adjective




of or relating to work traditionally associated with women.













pink elephants






plural noun






‹informal›

 hallucinations supposedly typical of those experienced by a drunk person.













Pinkerton, Allan

 
/ˈpiNGkərtən/






(1819–84), US detective, born in Scotland. In 1850, after having solved a series of train robberies, he established the first US private detective agency. He served as chief of the Union's secret service during the Civil War.










pinkeye

 
/ˈpiNGkˌī/






noun



1.
 
conjunctivitis in humans and some livestock.




2.
 
a viral disease of horses, symptoms of which include fever, spontaneous abortion, and redness of the eyes.

[The virus belongs to the genus 
Arterivirus

 .]













Pinkham, Lydia E.

 
/ˈpiNGkəm/






(1819–83), US inventor and saleswoman; full name 
Lydia Estes Pinkham

 . In 1875, she concocted and marketed Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound, a patented herbal medicine for female complaints.









pinkie

 
/ˈpiNGkē /

 
pinky





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pinky

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the little finger




•
 
bring the thumb and pinkie up until they are upright




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
you're skinnier than my 
pinky finger

 !










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 
‹derogatory›

 a contemptuous term for a white person.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the maggot of the greenbottle fly, used as fishing bait.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral.)

 
‹dated›

 cheap or homemade wine.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
sense

 1 partly from Dutch 
pinkje

 ‘the little finger,’ reinforced by pink
 1
 .





pinking shears

 
/ˈpiNGkiNG ˌSHirz/






plural noun




shears with a serrated blade, used to cut a zigzag edge in fabric to prevent it from fraying.













pink jersey






noun




(in the Giro d'Italia) a pink jersey worn each day by the rider who is ahead on time over the whole race to that point, and presented to the rider with the shortest overall time at the finish of the race




•
 
the British cyclist will be wearing the pink jersey as he starts the next leg of the race on Sunday.



















pink noise






noun






[Physics]

 random noise having equal energy per octave, and so having more low-frequency components than white noise.













pinko

 
/ˈpiNGkō/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person with left-wing or liberal views.














pink salmon






noun



1.
 
a small salmon with dark spots on the back, native to the North Pacific and introduced into the northwestern Atlantic.

[
Oncorhynchus gorbuscha

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]




2.
 
the flesh of the pink salmon used as food.













pink slip

 
/ˈpiNGk ˌslip /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a notice of dismissal from employment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dismiss (someone) from employment.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the pink paper on which some notices of dismissal were formerly written.





Pinkster

 
/ˈpiNGkstər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 Whitsuntide.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Dutch, ‘Pentecost,’ from celebrations in areas of former Dutch influence, such as New York.





pinky

 
/ˈpiNGkē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
partly pink or with a pink tinge




•
 
right now, the cliffs are bathed in pinky-orange light.














II.
 
noun




variant spelling of pinkie
 (
sense

 1).













pinky ring

 
pinkie ring






noun




a ring worn on the little finger, especially by a man




•
 
he wore a seven-carat pinky ring and a diamond-studded watch.



















pin money

 
/ˈpin ˌmənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small sum of money for spending on inessentials.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an allowance to a woman from her husband for clothing and other personal expenses.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from pin
 in the sense ‘decorative clasp for the hair or a garment’ + money
 .






pinna

 
/ˈpinə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the external part of the ear in humans and other mammals; the auricle.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a primary division of a pinnate leaf, especially of a fern.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 any of a number of animal structures resembling fins or wings.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from a variant of Latin 
penna

 ‘feather, wing, fin.’





pinnace

 
/ˈpinis/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a small boat, with sails or oars, forming part of the equipment of a warship or other large vessel.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
pinace

 , probably based on Latin 
pinus

 ‘pine’ (see pine
 1
 ); compare with Italian 
pinaccia

 and Spanish 
pinaza

 .





pinnacle

 
/ˈpinək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high, pointed piece of rock.




2.
 
a small pointed turret built as an ornament on a roof.




3.
 
the most successful point; the culmination




•
 
he had reached 
the pinnacle of

 his career.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 set on or as if on a pinnacle




•
 
a rustic cross was pinnacled upon the makeshift altar.










2.
 


‹literary›

 form the culminating point or example of.








III.
 
derivatives





pinnacled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
pinnaculum

 , diminutive of 
pinna

 ‘wing, point.’





pinnate

 
/ˈpināt ˈpinət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a compound leaf) having leaflets arranged on either side of the stem, typically in pairs opposite each other.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (especially of an invertebrate animal) having branches, tentacles, etc., on each side of an axis, like the vanes of a feather.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pinnated






adjective













2.
 
pinnately






adverb













3.
 
pinnation

 
/piˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
pinnatus

 ‘feathered,’ from 
pinna

 , 
penna

 (see pinna
 ).





pinnatifid

 
/pəˈnadəˌfid/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf) pinnately divided, but not all the way down to the central axis.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pinnatifidus

 , from Latin 
pinnatus

 ‘feathered’ + 
fid-

 ‘cleft’ (from the verb 
findere

 ).





pinni-





I.
 
combining form




relating to wings or fins




•
 
pinniped.

















– origin

 from Latin 
pinna

 , 
penna

 ‘wing, fin.’





pinniped

 
/ˈpinēˌped ˈpinəˌped /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a carnivorous aquatic mammal of the order 
Pinnipedia

 , such as a seal or walrus.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting pinnipeds.













Pinnipedia

 
/ˌpinəˈpēdēa /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of carnivorous aquatic mammals that comprises the seals, sea lions, and walrus. They are distinguished by their flipperlike limbs.

[Order 
Pinnipedia

 : three families.]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
pinna

 ‘wing, fin’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





pinnule

 
/ˈpinˌyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a secondary division of a pinnate leaf, especially of a fern.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a part or organ like a small wing or fin, especially a side branch on the arm of a crinoid.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting one of the sights of an astrolabe): from Latin 
pinnula

 ‘small wing,’ diminutive of 
pinna

 .





pin oak






noun




a North American oak with deeply lobed, toothed leaves. Its dead branches remain in position and resemble pegs fixed in the trunk.

[
Quercus palustris

 .]













Pinochet, Augusto

 
/ˈpēnəˌSHā, ˌpēnōˈCHet/






(1915–2006), Chilean general and statesman; president 1974–90; full name 
Augusto Pinochet Ugarte

 . He imposed a military dictatorship until forced to call elections, giving way to a democratically elected president in 1990.









pinochle

 
/ˈpēˌnək(ə)l ˈpēˌnäkl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a card game for two or more players using a 48-card deck consisting of two of each card from nine to ace, the object being to score points for various combinations and to win tricks.




2.
 
the combination of queen of spades and jack of diamonds in this game.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





pinocytosis

 
/ˌpinəsīˈtōsis, pīnə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the ingestion of liquid into a cell by the budding of small vesicles from the cell membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





pinocytotic

 
/-tätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
pino

 ‘drink’ + 
-cytosis

 on the pattern of 
phagocytosis

 .





pinole

 
/pəˈnōlē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a sweetened flour made from ground dried corn mixed with flour made of mesquite beans, sugar, and spices.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
pinolli

 .





piñon

 
/ˈpinyən, ˌpinˈyōn /

 
pinyon
 , piñon pine





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small pine tree with edible seeds, native to Mexico and the southwestern US.

[
Pinus cemebroides

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
piñon nut

 )
 — a pine nut obtained from the piñon tree.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, from Latin 
pinea

 ‘pine cone.’






Pinot

 
/ˈpēnō, pēˈnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of several varieties of wine grape, especially the chief varieties 
Pinot Noir

 , a black grape, and 
Pinot Blanc

 and 
Pinot Gris

 , white grapes.




2.
 
wine made from Pinot grapes.











– origin

 French, denoting a type of vine, variant of earlier 
Pineau

 , diminutive of 
pin

 ‘pine’ (because of the shape of the grape cluster).





pinotage

 
/ˈpēnōˌtäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of red wine grape grown in South Africa, produced by crossing Pinot Noir and other varieties.




2.
 
red wine made from the pinotage grape.











– origin

 blend of 
Pinot (Noir)

 and 
Hermitage

 , names of types of grape.





Pinot Grigio

 
/ˌpēnō ˈɡrējō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white wine grape.




•
 
the wet summer affected harvests of Pinot Grigio.










2.
 
a wine made from the Pinot Grigio grape.




•
 
she ordered a glass of Pinot Grigio.

















– origin

 Italian form of 
Pinot Gris

 , literally ‘grey Pinot’ (see Pinot
 ).





pinout

 
/ˈpinˌout/






noun






[Electronics]

 a diagram showing the arrangement of pins on an integrated circuit and their functions.













Pinoy

 
/ˈpinoi/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the Philippines or the Filipinos




•
 
a Pinoy dish




•
 
his Pinoy friends.














II.
 
noun




a person of Filipino origin or descent; a Filipino




•
 
the team was met by local officials and fellow Pinoys wanting to lend their support.

















– origin

 Tagalog.





pinpoint

 
/ˈpinˌpoint/





I.
 
noun




a tiny dot or point




•
 
a 
pinpoint of

 light from a flashlight.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
absolutely precise; to the finest degree




•
 
this weapon fired shells with pinpoint accuracy.










2.
 
tiny




•
 
a pinpoint laser beam.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find or locate exactly




•
 
one flare had pinpointed the target




•
 


‹figurative›

 it is difficult to pinpoint the source of his life's inspiration.



















pinprick

 
/ˈpinˌprik/






noun



1.
 
a prick caused by a pin.




2.
 
a cause of minor irritation.













pins and needles





I.
 
plural noun




a tingling sensation in a limb recovering from numbness.








II.
 
phrases





on pins and needles






in an agitated state of suspense.

















Pinsky, Robert

 
/ˈpinskē/






(1940–), US poet and writer. He served as US poet laureate 1997–2000. His poetry is collected in volumes such as 
History of My Heart

 (1984) and 
The Figured Wheel: New and Collected Poems, 1966–1996

 (1996). His translation of 
The Inferno of Dante

 was published in 1994.









pinspot

 
/ˈpinˌspät/






noun




a small powerful spotlight for sharp illumination of a very small area.













pinstripe

 
/ˈpinˌstrīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very narrow stripe in cloth, especially of the type used for formal suits.




2.
 
a pinstripe suit.








II.
 
adjective






[Sports]

 
‹informal›

 of or relating to baseball, especially to the New York Yankees or other teams whose suits feature pinstripes




•
 
a play that instantly became part of pinstripe legend.



















pinstriped

 
/ˈpinˌstrīpt/






adjective




(of cloth) having a pattern of very narrow stripes




•
 
a black pinstriped suit.



















pint

 
/pīnt /

 
pt





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of liquid or dry capacity equal to one half of a quart.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a pint of beer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pinte

 , of unknown origin.






pintado petrel

 
/pinˌtädō ˈpetrəl/





I.
 
noun




another term for Cape pigeon
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Portuguese and Spanish 
pintado

 ‘guinea fowl,’ literally ‘painted,’ + petrel
 .





pintail

 
/ˈpinˌtāl/






noun



1.
 
a mainly migratory duck with a pointed tail.

[Genus 
Anas

 , family 
Anatidae

 : three species, in particular the 
common pintail

 (
A. acuta

 ) of North America and Eurasia, the male of which has boldly marked plumage and two long tail streamers.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 any of a number of other birds with long pointed tails, especially a grouse.













Pinter, Harold

 
/ˈpintər/






(1930–2008), English playwright, actor, and director. His plays are associated with the Theater of the Absurd and are typically marked by a sense of menace. Notable plays: 
The Birthday Party

 (1958), 
The Caretaker

 (1960), and 
Party Time

 (1991).










pintle

 
/ˈpin(t)l/





I.
 
noun




one of the pins (on the forward edge of a rudder) that fit into the gudgeons and so suspend the rudder.











– origin

 Old English 
pintel

 ‘penis,’ perhaps a diminutive; compare with Dutch 
pint

 and German 
Pint

 ‘penis,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






pinto

 
/ˈpin(t)ō /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




piebald.








II.
 
noun




a piebald horse.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘mottled,’ based on Latin 
pictus

 , past participle of 
pingere

 ‘to paint.’





pinto bean

 
/ˈpinˌtō bēn/





I.
 
noun




a medium-sized speckled variety of kidney bean.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
pinto

 from pinto
 , because of the mottled seed of this variety of bean.





pint pot






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a beer glass or mug that holds a pint, especially one made of pewter.













pint-sized

 
/ˈpīntˌsīzd /

 
pint-size






adjective






‹informal›

 very small




•
 
at age seven, he was a pint-sized superstar




•
 
a pint-sized apartment.



















pintuck

 
/ˈpinˌtək/






noun




(in sewing) a very narrow ornamental tuck.













pinup

 
/ˈpinˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a poster showing a famous person or sex symbol, designed to be displayed on a wall.




2.
 
a person shown in a pinup.














pinwale

 
/ˈpinˌwāl/






noun




fine-ribbed corduroy fabric.













pinwheel

 
/ˈpinˌ(h)wēl /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a child's toy consisting of a stick with colored vanes that twirl in the wind.




2.
 
a fireworks device that whirls and emits colored fire.




3.
 
something shaped or rotating like a pinwheel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spin or rotate like a pinwheel.













pinworm

 
/ˈpinˌwərm/






noun




a small nematode worm that is an internal parasite of vertebrates.

[Family 
Oxyuridae

 , class 
Phasmida

 , including 
Enterobius vermicularis

 (in humans) and 
Oxyuris equi

 (in horses).]













pinx.





I.
 
abbreviation




pinxit.











– origin

 Latin, ‘he painted.’





Pinyin

 
/pinˈyin/





I.
 
noun




the standard system of romanized spelling for transliterating Chinese.











– origin

 1960s: from Chinese 
pīn-yīn

 , literally ‘spell-sound.’





Pinza, Ezio

 
/ˈpinzə/






(1892–1957), US opera singer; born in Italy; full name 
Ezio Fortunato Pinza

 . A bass, he performed with the Metropolitan Opera from 1926 until 1948 and was responsible for the return of Mozart's operas to the Met repertory. In 1949, he appeared on Broadway in 
South Pacific

 .









piolet

 
/ˌpēəˈlā/





I.
 
noun






[Climbing]

 an ice ax.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French dialect, literally ‘little pick,’ diminutive of 
piolo

 ; related to 
pioche

 ‘pickax.’






pion

 
/ˈpīˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a meson having a mass approximately 270 times that of an electron.

Also called pi meson
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pionic

 
/pīˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from pi
 (the letter used as a symbol for the particle) + -on
 .





pioneer

 
/ˌpīəˈnir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is among the first to explore or settle a new country or area.




2.
 
a person who is among the first to research and develop a new area of knowledge or activity




•
 
a famous pioneer of birth control.










3.
 
(in the former Soviet Union and other communist countries) a member of a movement for children below the age of sixteen that aimed to foster communist ideals.




4.
 
a member of an infantry group preparing roads or terrain for the main body of troops.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
develop or be the first to use or apply (a new method, area of knowledge, or activity)




•
 
he has pioneered a number of innovative techniques.










2.
 
open up (a road or terrain) as a pioneer.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a military term denoting a member of the infantry): from French 
pionnier

 ‘foot soldier, pioneer,’ Old French 
paonier

 , from 
paon

 , from Latin 
pedo

 , 
pedon-

 (see pawn
 1
 ).





Pioneer

 
/ˌpīəˈnir/






a series of American space probes launched between 1958 and 1973, two of which provided the first clear pictures of Jupiter and Saturn (1973–79).









pioneering

 
/ˌpīəˈniriNG/






adjective




involving new ideas or methods




•
 
his pioneering work on consciousness.




















pious

 
/ˈpīəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
devoutly religious.




2.
 
making a hypocritical display of virtue




•
 
there'll be no pious words said over her.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a hope) sincere but unlikely to be fulfilled.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 dutiful or loyal, especially toward one's parents.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
piously

 
/ˈpīəslē /






adverb













2.
 
piousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pius

 ‘dutiful, pious’ + -ous
 .






pip1


 
/pip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small hard seed in a fruit.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an excellent or very attractive person or thing.








II.
 
derivatives





pipless

 
/ˈpiplis /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: abbreviation of pippin
 .






pip2


 
/pip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small shape or symbol, in particular




2.
 
any of the spots on playing cards, dice, or dominoes.




3.
 
a single blossom of a clustered head of flowers.




4.
 
a diamond-shaped segment of the surface of a pineapple.




5.
 
an image of an object on a radar screen.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a star (1–3 according to rank) on the shoulder of an army officer's uniform.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally 
peep

 , denoting each of the dots on playing cards, dice, and dominoes): of unknown origin.





pip3


 
/pip/





I.
 
noun




a disease of poultry or other birds causing thick mucus in the throat and white scale on the tongue.








II.
 
phrases





give someone the pip








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 make someone angry or depressed.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
pippe

 , probably from an alteration of Latin 
pituita

 ‘slime.’ In the late 15th cent. the word came to be applied humorously to unspecified human diseases, and later to ill humor.





pip4


 
/pip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a young bird) crack (the shell of the egg) when hatching.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps of imitative origin.





pip5


 
/pip /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be pipped

 )


1.
 
defeat by a small margin or at the last moment




•
 
you were just pipped for the prize.










2.
 


‹dated›

 hit or wound (someone) with a gunshot.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pip
 1
 or pip
 2
 .





pipa

 
/ˈpēpä/





I.
 
noun




a shallow-bodied, four-stringed Chinese lute.











– origin

 Chinese.






pipe

 
/pīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tube of metal, plastic, or other material used to convey water, gas, oil, or other fluid substances.




2.
 
a cylindrical vein of ore or rock, especially one in which diamonds are found.




3.
 
a cavity in cast metal.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a duct, vessel, or tubular structure in the body, or in an animal or plant.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a connection to the Internet or to a website.




6.
 
a narrow tube made from wood, clay, etc., with a bowl at one end for containing burning tobacco, the smoke from which is drawn into the mouth.




7.
 
a quantity of tobacco held by this.




8.
 
a device for smoking illegal drugs




•
 
a crack pipe.










9.
 
a wind instrument consisting of a single tube with holes along its length that are covered by the fingers to produce different notes




•
 
a reed pipe.










10.
 
(usu. 
pipes

 )
 — bagpipes.




11.
 
(
pipes

 )
 — a set of pipes joined together, as in panpipes.




12.
 
a tube by which sound is produced in an organ.




13.
 
(
pipes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 voice or vocal ability, especially of a powerful singer.




14.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a high-pitched cry or song, especially of a bird.




15.
 
a boatswain's whistle.




16.
 


[Computing]

 a command that causes the output from one routine to be the input for another.




17.
 
the symbol |.




18.
 
a cask for wine, especially as a measure equal to two hogsheads, usually equivalent to 105 gallons (about 477 liters).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey (water, gas, oil, or other fluid substances) through a pipe or pipes




•
 
water from the lakes is piped to several towns.










2.
 
transmit (music, a radio or television program, signals, etc.) by wire or cable.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — play (a tune) on a pipe or pipes.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird) sing in a high or shrill voice.




5.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something in a high, shrill voice




•
 
“No, ma'am,” piped Lucy.










6.
 
use a boatswain's whistle to summon (the crew) to work or a meal




•
 
the hands were piped to breakfast.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — decorate (clothing or soft furnishings) with a thin cord covered in fabric.




8.
 
put (a decorative line or pattern) on a cake or similar dish using icing, whipped cream, etc.








III.
 
phrases





put that in one's pipe and smoke it








‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone should accept what one has said, even if it is unwelcome.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pipe down






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 stop talking; be less noisy.









2.
 
pipe up






say something suddenly.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pipeful

 
/ˈpīpˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
pipeless






adjective













3.
 
pipy

 
/ˈpīpē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
pīpe

 ‘musical tube,’ 
pīpian

 ‘play a pipe,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pijp

 and German 
Pfeife

 , based on Latin 
pipare

 ‘to peep, chirp,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
piper

 ‘to chirp, squeak.’





pipe bomb






noun




a homemade bomb, the components of which are contained in a pipe.













pipeclay

 
/ˈpīpˌklā/





I.
 
noun




a fine white clay, used especially for making tobacco pipes or for whitening leather.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
whiten (leather) with pipeclay.













pipe cleaner

 
/pīp ˈklēnər/






noun




a piece of wire covered with tufted fiber, used to clean a tobacco pipe and for a variety of handicrafts.













piped-in music

 
/pīpt in ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun




prerecorded background music played through loudspeakers in a public place.













pipe dream

 
/ˈpīp ˌdrēm/





I.
 
noun




an unattainable or fanciful hope or scheme.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: referring to a dream experienced when smoking an opium pipe.





pipefish

 
/ˈpīpˌfiSH/






noun




a narrow, elongated, chiefly marine fish with segmented bony armor beneath the skin and a long tubular snout.

[
Syngnathus

 and other genera, family 
Syngnathidae

 : numerous species.]













pipeline

 
/ˈpīpˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long pipe, typically underground, for conveying oil, gas, etc., over long distances.




2.
 
a channel supplying goods or information




•
 
the biggest heroin pipeline in history.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a linear sequence of specialized modules used for pipelining.




4.
 
(in surfing) the hollow formed by the breaking of a large wave.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey (a substance) by a pipeline.




2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
pipelined

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 design or execute (a computer or instruction) using the technique of pipelining.








III.
 
phrases





in the pipeline






awaiting completion or processing; being developed




•
 
new treatments are in the pipeline.























pipelining

 
/ˈpīpˌlīniNG/






noun



1.
 
the laying of pipelines.




2.
 
transportation by means of pipelines.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a form of computer organization in which successive steps of an instruction sequence are executed in turn by a sequence of modules able to operate concurrently, so that another instruction can be begun before the previous one is finished.













pipe organ

 
/ˈpīp ˌôrɡən/






noun






[Music]

 see organ
 (
sense

 2).













piper

 
/ˈpīpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bagpipe player.




2.
 
a person who plays a pipe, especially an itinerant musician.








II.
 
phrases





pay the piper






bear the consequences of an action or activity that one has enjoyed




•
 
we will have to pay the piper, and the price is apt to be a high one.





















– origin

 Old English 
pīpere

 .





pipe rack

 
/ˈpīp ˌrak/






noun



1.
 
a rack for holding tobacco pipes.




2.
 
a rack made of piping on which clothes are hung, as in a store.














piperazine

 
/pīˈperəˌzēn pəˈperəˌzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound with basic properties, sometimes used as an anthelmintic and insecticide.

[A heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C4
 H10
 N2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from piperidine
 + azine
 .






piperidine

 
/piˈperiˌdēn, pipˈərə-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a peppery-smelling liquid formed by the reduction of pyridine.

[Chem. formula: C5
 H11
 N.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
piper

 ‘pepper’ + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





pipe snake






noun




any of a number of slender tropical burrowing snakes, in particular

[● a South American snake marked with bold red and black stripes (
Anilius scytale

 , the only member of the family 
Aniliidae

 ). ● an Asian snake that displays its bright under-tail coloration when alarmed (genus 
Cylindrophis

 , family 
Uropeltidae

 ).]













pipe stem

 
pipestem






noun



1.
 
the shaft of a tobacco pipe.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — used to describe anything resembling this, such as a very narrow pants leg.













pipestone

 
/ˈpīpstōn/






noun




hard red clay (catlinite) used by North American Indians for tobacco pipes.













pipette

 
/pīˈpet /

 
pipet





I.
 
noun




a slender tube attached to or incorporating a bulb, for transferring or measuring out small quantities of liquid, especially in a laboratory.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pour, convey, or draw off using a pipette.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘little pipe,’ diminutive of 
pipe

 .





pipewort

 
/ˈpīpˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




an aquatic or marsh plant with leafless stems bearing heads of inconspicuous flowers, native to North America and parts of the United Kingdom.

[
Eriocaulon aquaticum

 , family 
Eriocaulaceae

 .]













piping

 
/ˈpīpiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lengths of pipe, or a network of pipes, made of metal, plastic, or other materials.




2.
 
ornamentation on food consisting of lines of icing, whipped cream, etc.




3.
 
thin cord covered in fabric, used to decorate clothing or soft furnishings and reinforce seams.




4.
 
the action or art of playing a pipe or pipes.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a voice or sound) high-pitched.








III.
 
phrases





piping hot






(of food or water) very hot.

[
piping

 , because of the whistling sound made by very hot liquid or food.]

















piping plover






noun




a small buff-colored bird of coastal areas in eastern North America.

[
Charadrius melodus

 .]













pipistrelle

 
/ˌpipəˈstrel /

 
pipistrel





I.
 
noun




a small insectivorous Old World bat with jerky, erratic flight.

[Genus 
Pipistrellus

 , family 
Vespertilionidae

 : numerous species, including 
P. pipistrellus

 , the most common bat in Eurasia.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
pipistrello

 , from Latin 
vespertilio(n-)

 ‘bat,’ from 
vesper

 ‘evening.’





pipit

 
/ˈpipit/





I.
 
noun




a mainly ground-dwelling songbird of open country, typically having brown streaky plumage.

[Family 
Motacillidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Anthus

 , and many species, including the sparrow-sized 
water pipit

 (
A. spinoletta

 ) of the northern hemisphere.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably imitative.





pipkin

 
/ˈpipkin/





I.
 
noun




a small earthenware pot or pan.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






pippin

 
/ˈpipin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red and yellow dessert apple.




2.
 
an apple grown from seed.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an excellent person or thing.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pepin

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





pip pip





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 goodbye.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative, probably of the repeated short blasts on the horn of a car or bicycle.





pipsissewa

 
/pipˈsisəˌwô, -wə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American plant of the wintergreen family, with whorled evergreen leaves.

[
Chimaphila umbellata

 , family 
Pyrolaceae

 .]




2.
 
a preparation of pipsissewa leaves, used as a diuretic and tonic.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Eastern Abnaki, literally ‘flower of the woods.’





pipsqueak

 
/ˈpipˌskwēk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person considered to be insignificant, especially because they are small or young.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: symbolic and imitative.





piquancy

 
/ˈpēkənsē/






noun



1.
 
a pleasantly sharp and appetizing flavor




•
 
these tomatoes have an intense flavor of great piquancy.










2.
 
the quality of being pleasantly stimulating or exciting




•
 
the tragedy only adds piquancy to the tale.



















piquant

 
/ˈpēkənt ˈpēkänt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a pleasantly sharp taste or appetizing flavor.




2.
 
pleasantly stimulating or exciting to the mind.








II.
 
derivatives





piquantly

 
/ˈpēk(w)əntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘severe, bitter’): from French, literally ‘stinging, pricking,’ present participle of 
piquer

 .





pique

 
/pēk/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of irritation or resentment resulting from a slight, especially to one's pride




•
 
he left 
in a fit of pique

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stimulate (interest or curiosity)




•
 
you have piqued my curiosity about the man.










2.
 
(
be piqued

 )
 — feel irritated or resentful




•
 
she was piqued by his curtness.










3.
 
(
pique oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 pride oneself.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting animosity between two or more people): from French 
piquer

 ‘prick, irritate.’





piqué

 
/pēˈkā/





I.
 
noun




stiff fabric, typically cotton, woven in a strongly ribbed or raised pattern.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘backstitched,’ past participle of 
piquer

 .






piquet

 
/pēˈkā pəˈkā /

 
picquet





I.
 
noun




a trick-taking card game for two players, using a 32-card deck consisting of cards from the seven to the ace.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





piquillo

 
/piˈkē(y)ō/





I.
 
noun




a sweet pepper of a variety grown in Spain, often sold roasted and preserved in oil.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘little beak.’





pir

 
/pir/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim saint or holy man.











– origin

 from Persian 
pīr

 ‘old man.’





PIR






abbreviation




passive infrared (denoting a type of sensor).













piracy

 
/ˈpīrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice of attacking and robbing ships at sea.




2.
 
a practice similar to piracy but in other contexts, especially hijacking




•
 
air piracy.










3.
 
the unauthorized use or reproduction of another's work




•
 
software piracy.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
pirateia

 , from 
peiratēs

 (see pirate
 ).





Piraeus

 
/pəˈrāəs pīˈrēəs/






the chief port of Athens, situated on the Saronic Gulf, 5 miles (8 km) southwest of the city; pop. 183,000. Greek name 
Piraiévs

 or 
Piraiéus

 .









Pirandello, Luigi

 
/ˌpirənˈdelō/






(1867–1936), Italian playwright and novelist. His plays, including 
Six Characters in Search of an Author

 (1921) and 
Henry IV

 (1922), challenged the conventions of naturalism. Notable novels: 
The Outcast

 (1901) and 
The Late Mattia Pascal

 (1904). Nobel Prize for Literature (1934).










piranha

 
/pəˈrän(y)ə/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied South American freshwater fish that typically lives in schools and has very sharp teeth that are used to tear flesh from prey. It has a reputation as a fearsome predator.

[
Serrasalmus

 and other genera, family 
Characidae

 : several species, including the 
red piranha

 (
S. natterei

 ).]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Portuguese from Tupi 
pirá

 ‘fish’ + 
sainha

 ‘tooth.’






pirate

 
/ˈpīrət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who attacks and robs ships at sea.




2.
 
a person who appropriates or reproduces the work of another for profit without permission, usually in contravention of patent or copyright




•
 
software pirates.










3.
 
a person or organization that broadcasts radio or television programs without official authorization


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pirate radio station.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
pirated

 )
 — use or reproduce (another's work) for profit without permission, usually in contravention of patent or copyright




•
 
he sold pirated tapes of Hollywood blockbusters




•
 
a competing company cannot pirate its intellectual achievements.










2.
 


‹dated›

 rob or plunder (a ship).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
piratic

 
/pīˈratik, pi- /






adjective













2.
 
piratical

 
/pīˈradək(ə)l pəˈradək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
piratically

 
/pīˈratiklē, pi- /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
pirata

 , from Greek 
peiratēs

 , from 
peirein

 ‘to attempt, attack’ (from 
peira

 ‘an attempt’).





pirate fishing






noun




fishing on the high seas in contravention of national and international laws governing quotas, typically by ships under flags of convenience that are owned by dummy companies.













piri-piri

 
/ˌpirēˈpirē /

 
pil-pil





I.
 
noun




Portuguese term for hot chilies or the hot sauce made from them.











– origin

 Ronga (a Bantu language of southern Mozambique), literally ‘pepper.’






pirog

 
/piˈrōɡ/





I.
 
noun




a large Russian pie.











– origin

 Russian.





pirogi

 
/piˈrōɡē /

 
perogi





I.
 
noun




a dough dumpling stuffed with a filling such as potato or cheese, typically served with onions or sour cream.











– origin

 from Polish 
pieróg

 .





pirogue

 
/pēˈrōɡ/





I.
 
noun




a long narrow canoe made from a single tree trunk, especially in Central America and the Caribbean.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, probably from Galibi.






piroplasmosis

 
/ˌpirəplazˈmōsəs/






noun




another term for babesiosis
 .













piroshki

 
/piˈrôSHkē, -ˈräSH- /

 
pirozhki





I.
 
plural noun




small Russian pastries or patties, filled with meat or fish and rice.











– origin

 from Russian 
pirozhki

 , plural of 
pirozhok

 , diminutive of 
pirog

 (see pirog
 ).





pirouette

 
/ˌpirəˈwet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Ballet]

 an act of spinning on one foot, typically with the raised foot touching the knee of the supporting leg.




2.
 


[chiefly Ballet]

 a movement performed in advanced dressage and classical riding, in which the horse makes a circle by pivoting on a hind leg while cantering.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a pirouette.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘spinning top,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





Pisa

 
/ˈpēzə/






a city in northern Italy, in Tuscany, on the Arno River; pop. 87,398 (2008). It is noted for the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa

 , a circular bell tower that leans about 17 feet (5 m) from the perpendicular in its height of 181 feet (55 m).









pis aller

 
/ˌpēz əˈlā/





I.
 
noun




a course of action followed as a last resort.











– origin

 French, from 
pis

 ‘worse’ + 
aller

 ‘go.’





Pisano1


 
/pəˈzänō/






family name of Italian sculptors 
Andrea

 (
c.

 1290–
c.

 1348) and his son 
Nino

 (died 
c.

 1368). Andrea created the earliest pair of bronze doors for the baptistery at Florence (completed 1336). Nino was one of the earliest to specialize in freestanding life-size figures.









Pisano2


 
/pəˈzänō/






family name of Italian sculptors 
Nicola

 (
c.

 1220–
c.

 1278), and his son 
Giovanni

 (
c.

 1250–
c.

 1314). Nicola's most famous works are the pulpits in the baptistery at Pisa and in Siena cathedral. Giovanni's works include the richly decorated facade of Siena cathedral.









piscary

 
/ˈpiskərē/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
common of piscary

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the right of fishing in another's water.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin 
piscaria

 ‘fishing rights,’ neuter plural of Latin 
piscarius

 ‘relating to fishing,’ from 
piscis

 ‘fish.’





Piscataway

 
/piˈskadəˌwā/






a township in central New Jersey, across the Raritan River from New Brunswick; pop. 52,408 (est. 2008).










piscatorial

 
/ˌpiskəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or concerning fishermen or fishing.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
piscatorius

 ‘relating to fishing’ (from 
piscator

 ‘fisherman,’ from 
piscis

 ‘fish’) + -al
 .





piscatory

 
/ˈpiskəˌtôrē/






adjective




another term for piscatorial
 .













Piscean

 
/ˈpīsēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Pisces




•
 
get in touch with your Piscean side.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Pisces




•
 
I had always thought she was a Piscean.



















Pisces

 
/ˈpīsēz ˈpisēz/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large constellation (the Fish or Fishes), said to represent a pair of fish tied together by their tails.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Piscium

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Piscium.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the twelfth sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters about February 20.




IV.
 
(
pl.

 same) (
a Pisces

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Pisces.







– origin

 Latin, plural of 
piscis

 ‘fish.’





pisciculture

 
/ˈpisəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the controlled breeding and rearing of fish.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
piscicultural

 
/ˌpisiˈˌkəlCHərəl /






adjective













2.
 
pisciculturist

 
/ˌpisiˈkəlCHərist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
piscis

 ‘fish’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





piscina

 
/pəˈsīnə pəˈsēnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stone basin near the altar in Catholic and pre-Reformation churches for draining water used in the Mass.




2.
 
(in ancient Roman architecture) a pool or pond for bathing or swimming.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, literally ‘fishpond,’ from 
piscis

 ‘fish’; 
sense

 1 was found in medieval Latin.





piscine

 
/ˈpīsēn ˈpisīn/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning fish.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
piscis

 ‘fish’ + -ine
 1
 .





Piscis Austrinus

 
/ˌpīsis ôˈstrīnəs /

 

‹Astronomy›


 
Piscis Australis





I.
 
a southern constellation (the Southern Fish), south of Aquarius and Capricornus. It contains the bright star Fomalhaut.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Piscis Austrini

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Piscis Austrini.













– origin

 Latin.





piscivorous

 
/pəˈsivərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) feeding on fish.








II.
 
derivatives





piscivore

 
/ˈpisiˌvôr /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
piscis

 ‘fish’ + -vorous
 .





pisco

 
/ˈpēskō, ˈpiskō/





I.
 
noun




a white brandy made in Peru from muscat grapes.











– origin

 named after a port in Peru.





Piscopia






see Cornaro Piscopia, Elena Lucrezia
 .









pisé

 
/pēˈzā/





I.
 
noun




building material of stiff clay or earth, forced into forms that are removed as it hardens.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘pounded,’ past participle of 
piser

 .





pish

 
/piSH/





I.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 used to express annoyance, impatience, or disgust.











– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the late 16th cent.





pisher

 
/ˈpiSHər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an insignificant or contemptible person.











– origin

 1940s: Yiddish, literally ‘pisser,’ from the verb 
pissen

 .






Pishpek

 
/piSHˈpek, piˈSHpyek/






former name (until 1926) of Bishkek
 .









Pisidia

 
/pəˈsidēə, pī-/





I.
 
an ancient region in Asia Minor, between Pamphylia and Phrygia. It was incorporated into the Roman province of Galatia in 25 
BC

 .




II.
 
derivatives





Pisidian






adjective, noun





















pisiform

 
/ˈpīsəˌfôrm ˈpīzəˌfôərm /

 
pisiform bone





I.
 
noun




a small rounded carpal bone situated where the palm of the hand meets the outer edge of the wrist.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pisiformis

 ‘pea-shaped,’ from 
pisum

 ‘pea’ + 
forma

 ‘shape.’





Pisistratus

 
/pəˈsistrədəs /

 
Peisistratus






(
c.

 600–
c.

 527 
BC

 ), tyrant of Athens. He reduced aristocratic power in rural Attica and promoted the financial prosperity and cultural preeminence of Athens.









pismire

 
/ˈpisˌmī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an ant.











– origin

 Middle English: from piss
 (alluding to the smell of an anthill) + obsolete 
mire

 ‘ant.’





pisolite

 
/ˈpīsəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sedimentary rock, especially limestone, made up of small pea-shaped pieces.








II.
 
derivatives





pisolitic

 
/ˌpīsəˈlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
pisolithus

 (see pisolith
 ) + -lite
 .






pisolith

 
/ˈpīsəliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 any of the component pieces of which pisolite consists.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pisolithus

 , from Greek 
pisos

 ‘pea’ + -lite
 .






piss

 
/pis /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
urinate.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wet with urine.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — discharge (something, especially blood) when urinating.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
urine.




2.
 
an act of urinating.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not have a pot to piss in








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 be very poor.









2.
 
piss in the wind








‹vulgar slang›

 do something that is ineffective or a waste of time.









3.
 
take a piss








‹vulgar slang›

 urinate.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
piss something away








‹vulgar slang›

 waste something, especially money or time.









2.
 
piss off






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 go away (usually used to angrily dismiss someone).









3.
 
piss someone off








‹vulgar slang›

 annoy someone.









4.
 
piss on








‹vulgar slang›

 show complete contempt for.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pisser

 , probably of imitative origin.





pissaladière

 
/ˌpēsälädˈyer/





I.
 
noun




a Provençal open tart resembling pizza, typically made with onions, anchovies, and black olives.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
pissaladiero

 , from 
pissala

 ‘salt fish.’





piss and vinegar






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 aggressive energy.













pissant

 
/ˈpisˌant /

 

‹US vulgar slang›






I.
 
noun




an insignificant or contemptible person or thing.








II.
 
adjective




worthless; contemptible.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in sense ‘an ant’): from the noun piss
 + -ant
 .





Pissarro, Camille

 
/piˈsärō, pēsäˈrō/






(1830–1903), French painter and graphic artist. He was a leading figure of the impressionist movement, typically painting landscapes and cityscapes. He also experimented with pointillism in the 1880s.









pissed

 
/pist /

 

‹vulgar slang›







adjective



1.
 
(also 
pissed off

 )
 — very annoyed; angry.




2.
 
(also 
pissed up

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 drunk.













pisser

 
/ˈpisər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 an annoying or disappointing event or circumstance.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an unpleasant person; a person who causes difficulties.













pisshead

 
/ˈpisˌhed/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a drunkard.













pisshole

 
/ˈpishōl/






noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a hole made in soluble matter by urinating




•
 
making pissholes in the snow.










2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a squalid place.




3.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 the opening in the penis through which urine is discharged; the urethral meatus.













pissoir

 
/piˈswär/





I.
 
noun




a public urinal.











– origin

 French.





piss-poor






adjective






‹vulgar slang›

 of a very low standard.













pisspot

 
/ˈpisˌpät/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a chamber pot.













pissy

 
/ˈpisē/






adjective



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 of, relating to, or suggestive of urine.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 inferior; contemptible.




3.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly US)

 arrogantly argumentative.













pistachio

 
/pəˈstaSHēˌō pəˈstäSHēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
pistachio nut

 )
 — the edible pale green seed of an Asian tree.




2.
 
(also 
pistachio green

 )
 — a pale green color.




3.
 
the evergreen tree of the cashew family that produces this nut, with small brownish-green flowers and reddish wrinkled fruit borne in heavy clusters. It is widely cultivated, especially in the US and around the Mediterranean.

[
Pistacia vera

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English 
pistace

 , from Old French, superseded in the 16th cent. by forms from Italian 
pistaccio

 , via Latin from Greek 
pistakion

 , from Old Persian.





piste

 
/pēst/





I.
 
noun




a ski run of compacted snow.











– origin

 French, literally ‘racetrack.’





pistil

 
/ˈpistl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the female organs of a flower, comprising the stigma, style, and ovary.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
pistile

 or Latin 
pistillum

 ‘pestle.’






pistillate

 
/ˈpistəˌlāt ˈpistələt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or flower) having pistils but no stamens.

Compare with staminate
 .













pistol

 
/ˈpistl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small firearm designed to be held in one hand.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a very energetic or enterprising person




•
 
when we first met, he was a pistol, full of ideals and a natural leader.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 shoot (someone) with a pistol.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
pistole

 , from German 
Pistole

 , from Czech 
pišt'ala

 , of which the original meaning was ‘whistle,’ hence ‘a firearm’ by the resemblance in shape.





pistole

 
/pəˈstōl/





I.
 
noun




any of various gold coins used in Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, abbreviation of 
pistolet

 , in the same sense, of uncertain ultimate origin.





pistoleer

 
/ˌpistəˈlir/






noun






‹archaic›

 a soldier armed with a pistol.













pistolero

 
/ˌpistəˈlerō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a gunman or gangster.











– origin

 Spanish.





pistol grip

 
/ˈpistl ˌɡrip/






noun




(especially of a tool) a handle shaped like the butt of a pistol.













pistol-whip






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit or beat (someone) with a pistol.













piston

 
/ˈpistn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disk or short cylinder fitting closely within a tube in which it moves up and down against a liquid or gas, used in an internal combustion engine to derive motion, or in a pump to impart motion.




2.
 
a valve in a brass musical instrument in the form of a piston, depressed to alter the pitch of a note.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
pistone

 , variant of 
pestone

 ‘large pestle,’ augmentative of 
pestello

 ‘pestle.’





piston engine

 
/ˈpistn ˌenjən/





I.
 
noun




an engine powered by pistons.








II.
 
derivatives





piston-engined

 
/ˈpistn ˌenjənd /






adjective





















piston ring

 
/ˈpistn ˌriNG/






noun




a ring on a piston sealing the gap between the piston and the cylinder wall.













piston rod

 
/ˈpistn ˌräd/






noun




a rod or crankshaft attached to a piston to drive a wheel or to impart motion.














pit1


 
/pit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large hole in the ground.




2.
 
a large deep hole from which stones or minerals are dug.




3.
 
a coal mine.




4.
 
a sunken enclosure in which certain animals are kept in captivity.




5.
 
short for orchestra pit
 (see orchestra
 ).




6.
 
a sunken area in a workshop floor allowing access to a car's underside.




7.
 
a low or wretched psychological state




•
 
spiraling downward into the 
pit of

 despair.










8.
 
(
the pit

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 hell.




9.
 
an area reserved or enclosed for a specific activity, in particular




10.
 
(usu. 
pits

 )
 — an area at the side of a track where race cars are serviced and refueled.




11.
 
a part of the floor of an exchange in which a particular stock or commodity is traded, typically by open outcry.




12.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an enclosure in which animals are made to fight.




13.
 
a hollow or indentation in a surface.




14.
 
a small indentation left on the skin after smallpox, acne, or other diseases; a pockmark.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
pit someone/something against

 )
 — set someone or something in conflict or competition with




•
 
a chance to pit herself against him.










2.
 


‹historical›

 set an animal to fight against (another animal) for sport.

[because formerly set against each other in a ‘pit’ or enclosure.]




3.
 
make a hollow or indentation in the surface of




•
 
rain poured down, pitting the bare earth.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sink in or contract so as to form a pit or hollow.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — drive a race car into the pits for fuel or maintenance.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be the pits








‹informal›

 be extremely bad or the worst of its kind.









2.
 
the pit of one's (or the) stomach






an ill-defined region of the lower abdomen regarded as the seat of strong feelings, especially anxiety.















– origin

 Old English 
pytt

 ; related to Dutch 
put

 and German 
Pfütze

 , based on Latin 
puteus

 ‘well, shaft.’





pit2


 
/pit /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




the stone of a fruit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the pit from (fruit).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from Dutch; related to pith
 .






pita

 
/ˈpēdə /

 
pita bread





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 flat hollow unleavened bread that can be split open to hold a filling.











– origin

 modern Greek, literally ‘cake or pie’; compare with Turkish 
pide

 , in a similar sense.





pitahaya

 
/ˌpidəˈhīə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any tall cactus of Mexico and the southwestern US, in particular the saguaro.




2.
 
the edible fruit of a pitahaya cactus.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish, from Haitian Creole.





pit-a-pat

 
/ˈpidəˌpat /

 
pitapat





I.
 
adverb




with a sound like quick light steps or taps




•
 
my heart goes pit-a-pat.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sound like quick light taps.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative of alternating sounds.





pit boss






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an employee in a casino in charge of gaming tables.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 
‹dated›

 a foreman in a coal mine.













pit bull

 
pit bull terrier






noun




a dog of an American variety of bull terrier, noted for its muscular build and often associated with ferocity.













Pitcairn Islands

 
/ˈpitkern ˌīləndz/





I.
 
a British overseas territory comprising a group of volcanic islands in the South Pacific Ocean, east of French Polynesia. Discovered in 1767, the islands remained uninhabited until settled in 1790 by mutineers from HMS 
Bounty

 .







– origin

 named after the midshipman who first sighted the islands.






pitch1


 
/piCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of a sound governed by the rate of vibrations producing it; the degree of highness or lowness of a tone




•
 
a car engine seems to change pitch downward as the vehicle passes you.










2.
 
a standard degree of highness or lowness used in performance




•
 
the guitars were strung and tuned to pitch.







See also concert pitch
 .




3.
 
the steepness of a slope, especially of a roof.




4.
 


[Climbing]

 a section of a climb, especially a steep one.




5.
 
the height to which a hawk soars before swooping on its prey.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the level of intensity of something




•
 
he brought the machine to a high pitch of development.










7.
 
(
a pitch of

 )
 — a very high degree of




•
 
rousing herself to a pitch of indignation.










8.
 


[Baseball]

 a legal delivery of the ball by the pitcher.




9.
 
(also 
pitch shot

 )
 — 

[Golf]

 a high approach shot onto the green.




10.
 


[Football]

 short for pitchout
 (
sense

 2).




11.
 


(Brit.)

 a playing field.




12.
 


[Cricket]

 the strip of ground between the two sets of stumps.




13.
 
a form of words used when trying to persuade someone to buy or accept something




•
 
a good sales pitch.










14.
 
a swaying or oscillation of a ship, aircraft, or vehicle around a horizontal axis perpendicular to the direction of motion.




15.
 


‹technical›

 the distance between successive corresponding points or lines, e.g., between the teeth of a cogwheel.




16.
 
a measure of the angle of the blades of a screw propeller, equal to the distance forward a blade would move in one revolution if it exerted no thrust on the medium.




17.
 
the density of typed or printed characters on a line, typically expressed as numbers of characters per inch.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 throw (the ball) for the batter to try to hit.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 be a pitcher




•
 
she pitched in a minor-league game




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he pitched the entire game.










3.
 


[Golf]

 hit (the ball) onto the green with a pitch shot.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Golf]

 (of the ball) strike the ground in a particular spot.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw or fling roughly or casually




•
 
he crumpled the page up and pitched it into the fireplace.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fall heavily, especially headlong




•
 
she pitched forward into blackness.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set (one's voice or a piece of music) at a particular pitch




•
 
you've pitched the melody very high.










8.
 
express at a particular level of difficulty




•
 
he should pitch his talk at a suitable level for the age group.










9.
 
aim (a product) at a particular section of the market




•
 
the machine is being 
pitched at

 banks.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a bid to obtain a contract or other business




•
 
they were 
pitching for

 an account.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set up and fix in a definite position




•
 
we pitched camp for the night.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a moving ship, aircraft, or vehicle) rock or oscillate around a lateral axis, so that the front and back move up and down




•
 
the little steamer pressed on, pitching gently.










13.
 
(of a vehicle) move with a vigorous jogging motion




•
 
a jeep came pitching down the hill.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a roof) to slope downward from the ridge




•
 
the roof was pitched at an angle of 75 degrees




•
 (as 
adj.

 
pitched

 )
 
a pitched roof.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — slope downward




•
 
the ravine pitches down to the creek.














III.
 
phrases





make a pitch






make a bid to obtain a contract or other business.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pitch in





a.
 


‹informal›

 vigorously join in to help with a task or activity.




b.
 
join in a fight or dispute.









2.
 
pitch into





a.
 


‹informal›

 vigorously tackle or begin to deal with.




b.
 
forcefully assault.









3.
 
pitch out






throw a pitchout.















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the senses ‘thrust (something pointed) into the ground’ and ‘fall headlong’): perhaps related to Old English 
picung

 ‘stigmata,’ of unknown ultimate origin. The sense development is obscure.





pitch2


 
/piCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sticky resinous black or dark brown substance that is semiliquid when hot, hard when cold. It is obtained by distilling tar or petroleum and is used for waterproofing.




2.
 
any of various substances similar to pitch, such as asphalt or bitumen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover, coat, or smear with pitch.











– origin

 Old English 
pic

 (noun), 
pician

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pek

 and German 
Pech

 ; based on Latin 
pix

 , 
pic-

 .





pitch and putt






noun




a form of golf played on a miniature course in which the green can be reached in one stroke from the tee.













pitch and run






noun






[Golf]

 a pitch shot with a low trajectory and no backspin, so that the ball runs forward on landing.













pitch-and-toss

 
/ˈˌpiCH ən ˈtôs/






noun




a gambling game in which the player who manages to throw a coin closest to a mark gets to toss all the coins, winning those that land with the head up.













pitch bend






noun




a mechanism in a synthesizer that enables the player to change the pitch of the note played by a small amount.













pitch-black

 
/ˈˌpiCH ˈblak /

 
pitch-dark





I.
 
adjective




completely dark; as black as pitch.








II.
 
derivatives





pitch-blackness






noun






















pitchblende

 
/ˈpiCHˌblend/





I.
 
noun




a form of the mineral uraninite occurring in brown or black pitchlike masses.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Pechblende

 , from 
Pech

 ‘pitch’ + 
Blende

 (see blende
 ).





pitch circle






noun






[Mechanics]

 an imaginary circle concentric to a toothed wheel, along which the pitch of the teeth is measured.













pitch control






noun



1.
 
control of the pitch of a helicopter's rotors or an aircraft's or ship's propellers.




2.
 
control of the pitching motion of an aircraft.













pitched battle

 
/ˌpiCHt ˈbadl/






noun



1.
 
a planned military encounter on a prearranged battleground.




2.
 
a violent or vigorous confrontation involving large numbers of people.













pitcher1


 
/ˈpiCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large container, typically earthenware, glass, or plastic, with a handle and a lip, used for holding and pouring liquids.




2.
 
the contents of a pitcher




•
 


a pitcher of

 water.










3.
 
the modified leaf of a pitcher plant.








II.
 
derivatives





pitcherful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pichier

 ‘pot,’ based on late Latin 
picarium

 .





pitcher2


 
/ˈpiCHər/






noun






[Baseball]

 the player who delivers the ball to the batter.













pitcher plant






noun




a plant with a deep pitcher-shaped pouch that contains fluid into which insects are attracted and trapped. The plant then absorbs nutrients from their bodies.

[Families 
Sarraceniaceae

 (New World), 
Droseraceae

 (New World), and 
Nepenthaceae

 (Old World): many species, including the purple-flowered 
Sarracenia purpurea

 of eastern North America and the white-flowered 
California pitcher plant

 (
Darlingtonia californica

 ) of the western US. See also trumpet
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).]













pitchfork

 
/ˈpiCHˌfôrk/





I.
 
noun




a farm tool with a long handle and sharp metal prongs, used especially for lifting hay.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lift with a pitchfork.




2.
 
thrust (someone) suddenly into an unexpected and difficult situation




•
 
a woman of ordinary intellect pitchforked into power by circumstances.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from earlier 
pickfork

 , influenced by the verb pitch
 1
 (because the tool is used for “pitching” or throwing sheaves onto a stack).





pitchman

 
/ˈpiCHmən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person delivering a sales pitch.













pitchout

 
/ˈpiCHˌout/






noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitch thrown intentionally away from the reach of the batter to allow the catcher a clear throw to put out a base runner who is stealing or leading off too far.




2.
 
(also 
pitch

 )
 — 

[Football]

 a lateral, especially from the quarterback to a running back.













pitch-perfect

 
/ˈpiCHˌpərfəkt/






adjective




exactly right in tone, mood, or pitch




•
 
a pitch-perfect, hilarious sendup of a Ken Burns–style documentary.



















pitch pine

 
/ˈpiCH ˌpīn/






noun




a pine tree that is a source of pitch or turpentine, and typically yielding hard, heavy, resinous timber that is used in building, especially the longleaf 
Pinus rigida

 of the Appalachians and northeastern US.













pitch pipe

 
/piCH pīp/






noun






[Music]

 a small reed pipe or set of pipes blown to set the pitch for singing or tuning an instrument.













pitchpole

 
/ˈpiCHˌpōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dialect›

 somersault.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 
[Nautical]

 (of a boat) be overturned so that its stern pitches forward over its bow.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun, originally dialect): from the verb pitch
 1
 + poll
 .





pitchstone

 
/ˈpiCHˌstōn/






noun






[Geology]

 a dull vitreous rock resembling hardened pitch, formed by weathering of obsidian.













pitchy1


 
/ˈpiCHē/






adjective




of, like, or as dark as pitch.













pitchy2


 
/ˈpiCHē/






adjective






‹informal›

 off-pitch; out of tune




•
 
pitchy vocals.



















piteous

 
/ˈpidēəs/





I.
 
adjective




deserving or arousing pity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
piteously

 
/ˈpidēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
piteousness

 
/ˈpidēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
piteus

 , from Latin 
pietas

 ‘piety, pity’ (see piety
 ).





pitfall

 
/ˈpitˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
a hidden or unsuspected danger or difficulty.




2.
 
a covered pit used as a trap.














pith

 
/piTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soft or spongy tissue in plants or animals, in particular




2.
 
spongy white tissue lining the rind of an orange, lemon, and other citrus fruits.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the spongy cellular tissue in the stems and branches of many higher plants.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 spinal marrow.




5.
 
the essence of something




•
 
a book that he considered contained the pith of all his work.










6.
 
forceful and concise expression




•
 
he writes with a combination of pith and exactitude.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the pith from.




2.
 


‹rare›

 pierce or sever the spinal cord of (an animal) so as to kill or immobilize it.








III.
 
derivatives





pithless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
pitha

 .





Pithecanthropus

 
/ˌpiTHəˈkanTHrəpəs/





I.
 
noun




a former genus name applied to some fossilized hominids found in Java in 1891.

See Java man
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pithēkos

 ‘ape’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘man.’





pith helmet

 
/ˈpiTH ˌhelmət/






noun




a lightweight sun helmet made from the dried pith of the sola or a similar tropical plant.













pithy

 
/ˈpiTHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of language or style) concise and forcefully expressive.




2.
 
(of a fruit or plant) containing much pith.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pithily

 
/ˈpiTHilē /






adverb













2.
 
pithiness

 
/ˈpiTHēnəs /






noun





















pitiable

 
/ˈpidēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deserving or arousing pity.




2.
 
contemptibly poor or small.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pitiableness

 
/ˈpidēəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
pitiably

 
/ˈpidēəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
piteable

 , from 
piteer

 ‘to pity.’





pitiful

 
/ˈpidēfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deserving or arousing pity.




2.
 
very small or poor; inadequate.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 compassionate.








II.
 
derivatives





pitifulness

 
/ˈpidēfəlnəs /






noun





















pitifully

 
/ˈpidēf(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner that deserves or arouses pity




•
 
the dog whined and cried pitifully




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the children were pitifully thin.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a very poor or inadequate degree




•
 
last week 's turnout was pitifully small




•
 
pitifully weak military forces.



















pitiless

 
/ˈpidēləs/





I.
 
adjective




showing no pity; cruel.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pitilessly

 
/ˈpidēlislē /






adverb













2.
 
pitilessness

 
/ˈpidēləsnəs /






noun





















pitman

 
/ˈpitmən/






noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 pitmen)
 — a coal miner.




2.
 
(
pl.

 pitmans)
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a connecting rod in machinery.













Pitman, Sir Isaac

 
/ˈpitmən/






(1813–97), English inventor of a formerly widely used shorthand system.









Pitney, Mahlon

 
/ˈpitnē/






(1858–1924), US Supreme Court associate justice 1912–22. A conservative, he was appointed to the Court by President Taft.









Pitocin

 
/piˈtōsin/






noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic form of oxytocin, used to induce labor.













piton

 
/ˈpētän/





I.
 
noun




a peg or spike driven into a rock or crack to support a climber or a rope.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘eye bolt.’





pitot tube

 
/ˈpētō, pēˈtō /

 
pitot





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an open-ended right-angled tube pointing into the flow of a fluid and used to measure pressure.




2.
 
(also 
pitot-static tube

 , 
pitot head

 )
 — a device consisting of a pitot tube inside or adjacent to a parallel tube closed at the end but with holes along its length, the pressure difference between them being a measure of the relative velocity of the fluid or the airspeed of an aircraft.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Henri 
Pitot

 (1695–1771), French physicist.





pit saw

 
/ˈpit ˌsô /

 
pitsaw






noun






‹historical›

 a large saw with handles at each end, used in a vertical position by two people, one standing above the timber to be cut, the other in a pit below it.













pit stop

 
/ˈpit ˌstäp/






noun



1.
 


[Auto Racing]

 a stop in the pits for servicing and refueling, especially during a race.




2.
 


[Auto Racing]

 a brief rest, especially during a journey.




3.
 


[Auto Racing]

 
‹informal›

 a place where one takes a brief rest during a journey.














Pitt

 
/pit/





I.
 
the name of two British statesmen.




II.
 


William

 , 1st Earl of Chatham (1708–78); known as 
Pitt the Elder

 . As secretary of state (effectively prime minister), he headed coalition governments 1756–61 and 1766–68. He brought the Seven Years War to an end in 1763 and also masterminded the conquest of French possessions overseas.




III.
 


William

 (1759–1806), prime minister 1783–1801 and 1804–06; the son of Pitt the Elder; known as 
Pitt the Younger

 . The youngest-ever prime minister, he introduced financial reforms to reduce the national debt.









Pitt, Brad






(1963–), US actor; full name 
William Bradley Pitt

 . Notable movies: 
Legends of the Fall

 (1994), 
Seven Years in Tibet

 (1997), 
Meet Joe Black

 (1998), and 
Ocean's Eleven

 (2001).










pitta1


 
/ˈpidə/





I.
 
noun




a small ground-dwelling thrushlike bird with brightly colored plumage and a very short tail, found in the Old World tropics.

[Family 
Pittidae

 and genus 
Pitta

 : many species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Telugu 
piṭṭa

 ‘(young) bird.’





pitta2


 
/ˈpidə/






noun




variant spelling of pita
 .













pittance

 
/ˈpitns/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a very small or inadequate amount of money paid to someone as an allowance or wage.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pitance

 , from medieval Latin 
pitantia

 , from Latin 
pietas

 ‘pity.’





pitted

 
/ˈpidəd/






adjective



1.
 
having a hollow or indentation on the surface




•
 
a dusty pitted road.










2.
 
(of a fruit) having had the stone removed.













pitter-patter

 
/ˈpidərˌpadər/





I.
 
noun




a sound as of quick light steps or taps




•
 
the pitter-patter of tiny feet.














II.
 
adverb




with the sound of quick light steps or taps




•
 
footsteps that go pitter-patter.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move with or make a pitter-patter sound




•
 
the rain pitter-pattered on my windows.

















– origin

 late Middle English: reduplication (expressing rhythmic repetition) of the verb patter
 1
 .





Pitt Island






see Chatham Islands
 .









pittosporum

 
/pəˈtäspərəm, ˌpitəˈspôrəm/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub or small tree that typically has small fragrant flowers and is native chiefly to Australasia.

[Genus 
Pittosporum

 , family 
Pittosporaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
pitta

 ‘pitch’ (because of the resinous pulp around the seeds) + 
sporos

 ‘seed.’





Pitt-Rivers, Augustus

 
/ˌpit ˈrivərz/






(1827–1900), English archaeologist and anthropologist; full name 
Augustus Henry Lane Fox Pitt-Rivers

 . He developed a new scientific approach to archaeology. His collection of weapons and artifacts from different cultures formed the basis of the ethnological museum in Oxford that bears his name.









Pittsburg

 
/ˈpitsbərɡ/






an industrial port city in north central California, on Suisun Bay, northeast of Oakland; pop. 64,148 (est. 2008).









Pittsburgh

 
/ˈpitsbərɡ/






an industrial city in southwestern Pennsylvania, where the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers join to form the Ohio River; pop. 310,037 (est. 2008).









Pittsfield

 
/ˈpitsfēld/






an industrial city in western Massachusetts, on the Housatonic River, the commercial center of the Berkshire Hills; pop. 42,652 (est. 2008).










pituitary

 
/pəˈt(y)o͞oəˌterē/





I.
 
noun




the major endocrine gland. A pea-sized body attached to the base of the brain, the pituitary is important in controlling growth and development and the functioning of the other endocrine glands.

Also called hypophysis
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the pituitary gland.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pituitarius

 ‘secreting phlegm,’ from 
pituita

 ‘phlegm.’






pit viper






noun




a venomous snake of a group distinguished by visible sensory pits on the head that can detect heat emitted by their prey. They are found in both America and Asia.

[Subfamily 
Crotalinae

 , family 
Viperidae

 : numerous genera and species, including the rattlesnakes.]













pity

 
/ˈpidē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling of sorrow and compassion caused by the suffering and misfortunes of others




•
 
her voice was full of pity.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a cause for regret or disappointment




•
 
what a pity we can't be friends.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel sorrow for the misfortunes of




•
 
Clare didn't know whether to envy or pity them




•
 (as 
adj.

 
pitying

 )
 
he gave her a pitying look.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for pity's sake








‹informal›

 used to express impatience or make an urgent appeal.









2.
 
more's the pity








‹informal›

 used to express regret about a fact that has just been stated.









3.
 
take (or have) pity






show compassion




•
 
they 
took pity on

 him and gave him food.


















IV.
 
derivatives





pityingly

 
/ˈpidēiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘clemency, mildness’): from Old French 
pite

 ‘compassion,’ from Latin 
pietas

 ‘piety’; compare with piety
 .





pity party






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an instance of indulging in self-pity or eliciting pity from other people




•
 
I'm not going to throw a pity party—I don't think many people would show up.



















pityriasis

 
/ˌpidəˈrīəsəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 a skin disease characterized by the shedding of fine flaky scales.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pituriasis

 ‘scurf,’ from 
pituron

 ‘bran,’ + -asis
 .





piu

 
/pyo͞o/






adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) more.













più mosso

 
/pyo͞o ˈmōsō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) more quickly.











– origin

 Italian.





Pius XII

 
/ˌpīəs THəˈ twelfTH/






(1876–1958), pope 1939–58; born 
Eugenio Pacelli

 . He upheld the neutrality of the Roman Catholic Church during World War II and was criticized after the war for failing to condemn Nazi atrocities.









pivot

 
/ˈpivət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the central point, pin, or shaft on which a mechanism turns or oscillates.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that plays a central part in an activity or organization




•
 
the 
pivot of

 community life was the chapel.










3.
 
the person or people about whom a body of troops wheels.




4.
 
(also 
pivotman

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a player in a central position in a team sport.




5.
 


[Basketball]

 a movement in which the player holding the ball may move in any direction with one foot, while keeping the other (the 
pivot foot

 ) in contact with the floor.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn on or as if on a pivot




•
 
the sail 
pivots around

 the axis of a virtually static mast




•
 
he swung around, 
pivoting on

 his heel.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (a mechanism) with a pivot; fix (a mechanism) on a pivot


(as 
adj.

 
pivoted

 )


•
 
a pivoted bracket.










3.
 
(
pivot on

 )
 — depend on




•
 
your escape pivots on my disappearing with you.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pivotability

 
/ˌpivətəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
pivotable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, probably from the root of dialect 
pue

 ‘tooth of a comb’ and Spanish 
pu(y)a

 ‘point.’ The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





pivotal

 
/ˈpivədl/






adjective



1.
 
of crucial importance in relation to the development or success of something else




•
 
the alliance that played a pivotal role in the revolution.










2.
 
fixed on or as if on a pivot




•
 
a sliding or pivotal motion.




















pix1


 
/piks/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 pictures, especially photographs.











– origin

 1930s: pluralized abbreviation.





pix2


 
/piks/






noun




variant spelling of pyx
 .














pixel

 
/ˈpiksəl/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a minute area of illumination on a display screen, one of many from which an image is composed.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of 
picture element

 (compare with pix
 1
 ).






pixelate

 
/ˈpiksəlāt /

 
pixellate
 , pixilate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (an image) into pixels, typically for display or storage in a digital format.




2.
 
(
be pixelated

 )
 — (of an image on a computer screen or other display) be enlarged so far that the viewer sees the individual pixels that form the image, the enlargement having reached the point at which no further detail can be resolved.




3.
 
display an image of (someone or something) on television as a small number of large pixels, typically in order to disguise someone's identity.








II.
 
derivatives





pixelation

 
/ˌpiksəˈlāSHən /






noun






















pixie

 
/ˈpiksē /

 
pixy





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supernatural being in folklore and children's stories, typically portrayed as small and humanlike in form, with pointed ears and a pointed hat, and mischievous in character.




2.
 
short for pixie cut
 :




•
 
do you think she should grow out her hair or keep her pixie?














II.
 
derivatives





pixieish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






pixie cut






noun




a woman's short hairstyle in which the hair is cropped in layers, typically so as to create a slightly tousled effect




•
 
the pixie cut is becoming almost a signature look for all celebrities looking to revamp their image.




















pixie dust





I.
 
noun




a substance or influence with an apparently magical effect that brings great success or luck




•
 
the folks who live there still seem to believe that they've been sprinkled with pixie dust.

















– origin

 1950s: from the magic dust that enabled humans to fly in J. M. Barrie's 
Peter Pan

 .





pixilated

 
/ˈpiksəˌlādəd /

 


‹Brit.›

 pixillated





I.
 
adjective




crazy; confused.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of 
pixie-led

 , literally ‘led astray by pixies,’ figuratively ‘confused,’ or from pixie
 , on the pattern of words such as 
elated

 and 
emulated

 .





pixilation

 
/ˌpiksəˈlāSHən /

 


‹Brit.›

 pixillation






noun



1.
 
a technique used in film whereby the movements of real people are made to appear like artificial animations.




2.
 
the state of being crazy or confused.




3.
 
variant spelling of pixelation
 (see pixelate
 ).













Pizarro, Francisco

 
/piˈzärō, pēˈsä-, -ˈTHä-/






(
c.

 1478–1541), Spanish conquistador. He defeated the Inca empire and in 1533 set up a puppet monarchy at Cuzco. He built his own capital at Lima 1535, where he was assassinated.









pizz.






abbreviation






[Music]

 pizzicato.














pizza

 
/ˈpētsə/





I.
 
noun




a dish of Italian origin consisting of a flat, round base of dough baked with a topping of tomato sauce and cheese, typically with added meat or vegetables.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘pie.’





pizza box






noun




a computer casing that is not very tall and has a square cross section.













pizzazz

 
/pəˈzaz /

 
pizazz





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an attractive combination of vitality and glamour




•
 
a new way to add graphic pizzazz to your desktop-publishing project.

















– origin

 said to have been invented by Diana Vreeland, fashion editor of 
Harper's Bazaar

 in the 1930s.





pizzeria

 
/ˌpētsəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a place where pizzas are made or sold; a pizza restaurant.











– origin

 Italian.





pizzicato

 
/ˌpitsəˈkädō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb




(often as a direction) plucking the strings of a violin or other stringed instrument with one's finger.








II.
 
adjective




performed pizzicato.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
the technique of playing pizzicato.




2.
 
a note or passage played pizzicato.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘pinched, twitched,’ past participle of 
pizzicare

 , based on 
pizza

 ‘point, edge.’





pizzle

 
/ˈpizəl/





I.
 
noun




the penis of an animal, especially a bull.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Low German 
pēsel

 or Flemish 
pezel

 (diminutives of Middle Low German 
pēse

 and Middle Dutch 
pēze

 ).





pk






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
Pk

 )
 — park.




2.
 
peak.




3.
 
peck(s).













pK





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a figure expressing the acidity or alkalinity of a solution of a weak electrolyte in a similar way to pH, equal to log10
 
K

 where 
K

 is the dissociation (or ionization) constant of the electrolyte.











– origin

 from 
p

 as in 
pH

 and 
K

 representing a constant.





PK






abbreviation




psychokinesis.













pkg.






abbreviation




package.













pkt.






abbreviation



1.
 
packet.




2.
 
pocket.













PKU






abbreviation




phenylketonuria.













pkwy






abbreviation




parkway.













pky






abbreviation




parkway.













PL






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 programming language.




2.
 


[Military]

 patrol leader.













pl.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
Pl.

 )
 — place




•
 
3 Palmerston Pl., Edinburgh.










2.
 
plate (referring to illustrations in a book).




3.
 


[chiefly Military]

 platoon.




4.
 


[Grammar]

 plural.













PLA






abbreviation



1.
 
People's Liberation Army.




2.
 
(in the UK) Port of London Authority.














placable

 
/ˈplakəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 easily calmed; gentle and forgiving.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
placability

 
/ˌplakəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
placably

 
/ˈplakəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasing, agreeable’): from Old French, or from Latin 
placabilis

 , from 
placare

 ‘appease.’






placard

 
/ˈplakärd ˈplakərd/





I.
 
noun




a poster or sign for public display, either fixed to a wall or carried during a demonstration.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with placards




•
 
they were placarding the town with posters.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a warrant or license): from Old French 
placquart

 , from 
plaquier

 ‘to plaster, lay flat,’ from Middle Dutch 
placken

 . The current sense of the verb dates from the early 19th cent.





placate

 
/ˈplākāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) less angry or hostile




•
 
they attempted to placate the students with promises.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
placater






noun













2.
 
placatingly

 
/pləˈkātiNG-lē /






adverb













3.
 
placation

 
/plāˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
placat-

 ‘appeased,’ from the verb 
placare

 .





placatory

 
/ˈplākəˌtôrē ˈplakəˌtôrē/






adjective




intended to make someone less angry or hostile; conciliatory




•
 
his hands held in a placatory gesture.




















place

 
/plās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular position or point in space




•
 
there were still some remote places in the world




•
 
the monastery was a peaceful place




•
 
that street was 
no place for

 a lady.










2.
 
a particular point on a larger surface or in a larger object or area




•
 
he lashed out and cut the policeman's hand in three places.










3.
 
a building or area used for a specified purpose or activity




•
 
the town has many excellent eating places.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a person's home




•
 
what about dinner at my place?










5.
 
a point in a book or other text reached by a reader at a particular time




•
 
I must have lost my place in the script.










6.
 
a portion of space available or designated for or being used by someone




•
 
they hurried to their places at the table




•
 
he was watching from his place across the room.










7.
 
a vacancy or available position




•
 
she won a place to study German at the university.










8.
 
the regular or proper position of something




•
 
lay each slab 
in place

 .










9.
 
a person's rank or status




•
 
occupation structures a person's place in society.










10.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — a right or privilege resulting from someone's role or position




•
 
I'm sure she has a story to tell, but it's 
not my place

 to ask.










11.
 
the role played by or importance attached to someone or something in a particular context




•
 
the place of computers in improving office efficiency varies between companies.










12.
 
a position in a sequence, in particular




13.
 
a position in a contest




•
 
his score was good enough to leave him in ninth place.










14.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the second position, especially in a horse race.




15.
 


(Brit.)

 any of the first three or sometimes four positions in a race (used especially of the second, third, or fourth positions).




16.
 
the degree of priority given to something




•
 
accurate reportage 
takes second place to

 lurid detail.










17.
 
the position of a figure in a series indicated in decimal or similar notation, especially one after the decimal point




•
 
calculate the ratios 
to

 one decimal 
place

 .










18.
 
(in place names) a square or a short street




•
 
our new restaurant is in Hilliard Place.










19.
 
a country house with its grounds.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put in a particular position




•
 
a newspaper had been placed beside my plate.










2.
 
cause to be in a particular situation




•
 
enemy officers were placed under arrest




•
 
you are not placing yourself under any obligation.










3.
 
used to express the attitude someone has toward someone or something




•
 
I am not able to place any trust in you.










4.
 
(
be placed

 )
 — used to indicate the degree of advantage or convenience enjoyed by someone or something as a result of their position or circumstances


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the company is well placed to seize the opportunity.










5.
 
find a home or employment for




•
 
the children were placed with foster parents




•
 
the agency had placed 3,000 people in full-time jobs.










6.
 
dispose of (something, especially shares) by selling to a customer.




7.
 
arrange for the recognition and implementation of (an order, bet, etc.)




•
 
they placed a contract for three boats.










8.
 
order or obtain a connection for (a telephone call) through an operator.




9.
 
identify or classify as being of a specified type or as holding a specified position in a sequence or hierarchy




•
 
a survey placed the company 13th for achievement.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — remember where one has seen or how one comes to recognize (someone or something)




•
 
she eventually said she couldn't place him.










11.
 
(
be placed

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 achieve a specified position in a race




•
 
he was placed eleventh in the long individual race.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be among the first three in a race (or the first three or four in the UK).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give place to






be succeeded or replaced by.









2.
 
go places





a.
 


‹informal›

 visit places; travel.




b.
 
be increasingly successful.









3.
 
in place





a.
 
working or ready to work; established.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 not traveling any distance




•
 
running in place.















4.
 
in place of






instead of.









5.
 
keep someone in his (or her) place






keep someone from becoming presumptuous.









6.
 
out of place





a.
 
not in the proper position; disarranged.




b.
 
in a setting where one is or feels inappropriate or incongruous.









7.
 
place in the sun






a position of favor or advantage.









8.
 
put oneself in someone's place






consider a situation from someone's point of view.









9.
 
put someone in his (or her) place






deflate or humiliate someone regarded as being presumptuous.









10.
 
take place






occur.









11.
 
take one's place






take up the physical position or status in society that is correct or due for one.









12.
 
take the place of






replace.












IV.
 
derivatives





placeless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from an alteration of Latin 
platea

 ‘open space,’ from Greek 
plateia (hodos

 ) ‘broad (way).’





placebo

 
/pləˈsēbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a harmless pill, medicine, or procedure prescribed more for the psychological benefit to the patient than for any physiological effect




•
 
his Aunt Beatrice had been kept alive on sympathy and placebos for thirty years




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
placebo drugs.










2.
 
a substance that has no therapeutic effect, used as a control in testing new drugs.




3.
 
a measure designed merely to calm or please someone.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘I shall please,’ from 
placere

 ‘to please.’





placebo effect

 
/pləˈsēbō əˈfekt ēˈfekt/






noun




a beneficial effect, produced by a placebo drug or treatment, that cannot be attributed to the properties of the placebo itself, and must therefore be due to the patient's belief in that treatment.













place card

 
/ˈplās ˌkärd/






noun




a card bearing a person's name and used to mark their place at a dining or meeting table.













placeholder

 
/ˈplāsˌhōldər/






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a significant zero in the decimal representation of a number.




2.
 
a symbol or piece of text used in a mathematical expression or in an instruction in a computer program to denote a missing quantity or operator.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 an element of a sentence that is required by syntactic constraints but carries little or no semantic information, for example the word 
it

 as a subject in 
it is a pity that she left

 , where the true subject is 
that she left

 .














placekick

 
/ˈplāsˌkik /

 

‹Football›






I.
 
noun




a kick made with the ball held on the ground or on a tee.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
placekicking

 )


1.
 
make a placekick




•
 
our placekicking struggled at times last season.














III.
 
derivatives





placekicker






noun





















place mat

 
/ˈplās ˌmat /

 
placemat






noun




a small mat beneath a place setting at a dining table.













placement

 
/ˈplāsmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of putting someone or something in a particular place or the fact of being placed




•
 
the proper placement of microphones.










2.
 
the action of finding a home, job, or school for someone




•
 
a baby put up for adoption may wait up to three years or more for placement




•
 
a placement in a special school.










3.
 


[Football]

 another term for placekick
 .




4.
 


[Football]

 the act of holding the ball for a placekick.













place name

 
/ˈplās ˌnām/






noun




the name of a geographical location, such as a town, lake, or range of hills.














placenta

 
/pləˈsen(t)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flattened circular organ in the uterus of pregnant eutherian mammals, nourishing and maintaining the fetus through the umbilical cord.

The placenta consists of vascular tissue in which oxygen and nutrients can pass from the mother's blood into that of the fetus, and waste products can pass in the reverse direction. The placenta is expelled from the uterus at the birth of the fetus, when it is often called the afterbirth. Marsupials and monotremes do not develop placentas.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (in flowers) part of the ovary wall to which the ovules are attached.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
plakous

 , 
plakount-

 ‘flat cake,’ based on 
plax

 , 
plak-

 ‘flat plate.’





placental

 
/pləˈsen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a placenta.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 relating to or denoting mammals that possess a placenta; eutherian.








II.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a placental mammal.

See Eutheria
 .













placenta previa

 
/pləˌsentə ˈprēvēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 placenta praevia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the placenta partially or wholly blocks the neck of the uterus, thus interfering with normal delivery of a baby.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from placenta
 and Latin 
praevia

 ‘going before.’





placentation

 
/ˌplas(ə)nˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the formation or arrangement of a placenta or placentae in a woman's or female animal's uterus.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 the arrangement of the placenta or placentae in the ovary of a flower.













placer1


 
/ˈplāsər/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a deposit of sand or gravel in the bed of a river or lake, containing particles of valuable minerals




•
 
placer gold deposits.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, literally ‘deposit, shoal’; related to 
placel

 ‘sandbank,’ from 
plaza

 ‘a place.’





placer2


 
/ˈplāsər/






noun



1.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person or animal gaining a specified position in a competition or race




•
 
last year's fifth placer had a good run.










2.
 
a person who positions, sets, or arranges something




•
 
he was a shrewd placer of the ball.




















place setting

 
/ˈplās ˌsediNG/






noun




a complete set of dishes and cutlery provided for one person at a meal.













placet

 
/ˈplāsit/





I.
 
noun




an affirmative vote, indicated by an utterance of ‘placet.’











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘it pleases.’





place value

 
/plās ˈvalyo͞o/






noun




the numerical value that a digit has by virtue of its position in a number.













placid

 
/ˈplasəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) not easily upset or excited




•
 
this horse has a placid nature.










2.
 
(especially of a place or stretch of water) calm and peaceful, with little movement or activity




•
 
the placid waters of a small lake.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
placidity

 
/pləˈsidədē /






noun













2.
 
placidly

 
/ˈplasədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
placide

 , from Latin 
placidus

 , from 
placere

 ‘to please.’






Placidyl

 
/ˈplasədl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a short-acting sedative and hypnotic drug used to treat insomnia.













placket

 
/ˈplakət/





I.
 
noun




an opening or slit in a garment, covering fastenings or giving access to a pocket, or the flap of fabric under such an opening.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of placard
 in an obsolete sense ‘garment worn under an open coat or gown.’





placoderm

 
/ˈplakədərm/





I.
 
noun




an extinct fish of the Devonian period, having the front part of the body encased in broad flat bony plates.

[Class 
Placodermi

 : several orders.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
plax

 , 
plak-

 ‘flat plate’ + 
derma

 ‘skin.’





placodont

 
/ˈplakəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




an extinct marine shellfish-eating reptile of the Triassic period, having short flat grinding palatal teeth and sometimes a turtlelike shell.

[Suborder 
Placodontia

 , superorder 
Sauropterygia

 : several families and genera, including 
Placodus

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
plax

 , 
plak-

 ‘flat plate’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’






placoid

 
/ˈplakoid/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of fish scales) toothlike, being made of dentin with a pointed backward projection of enamel, as in sharks and rays.

Compare with ctenoid
 and ganoid
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
plax

 , 
plak-

 ‘flat plate’ + -oid
 .





Placozoa

 
/ˌplakəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a minor phylum that contains a single minute marine invertebrate (
Trichoplax adhaerens

 ), which has a flattened body with two cell layers and is the simplest known metazoan.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
plakos

 ‘flat’ + 
zōia

 ‘animals.’





plafond

 
/pləˈfänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornately decorated ceiling.




2.
 
a painting or decoration on a ceiling.











– origin

 French, from 
plat

 ‘flat’ + 
fond

 ‘bottom, base.’






plagal

 
/ˈplāɡəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Music]

 (of a church mode) containing notes between the dominant and the note an octave higher, having the final in the middle.

Compare with authentic
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
plagalis

 , from 
plaga

 ‘plagal mode,’ from Latin 
plagius

 , from medieval Greek 
plagios (hēkhos

 ) ‘plagal (mode),’ from Greek 
plagos

 ‘side.’





plage





I.
 
noun



1.
 

/pläZH /

 — 

‹dated›

 a beach by the sea, especially at a fashionable resort.




2.
 

/plāj /

 — 

[Astronomy]

 an unusually bright region on the sun.











– origin

 French.





plagiarism

 
/ˈplājəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as one's own.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plagiarist

 
/ˈplāj(ə)rəst /






noun













2.
 
plagiaristic

 
/ˌplājəˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
plagiarius

 ‘kidnapper’ (from 
plagium

 ‘a kidnapping,’ from Greek 
plagion

 ) + -ism
 .





plagiarize

 
/ˈplājəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (the work or an idea of someone else) and pass it off as one's own.




2.
 
copy from (someone) and pass it off as one's own.








II.
 
derivatives





plagiarizer






noun






















plagio-





I.
 
combining form




oblique




•
 
plagioclase.

















– origin

 from Greek 
plagios

 ‘slanting,’ from 
plagos

 ‘side.’





plagioclase

 
/ˈplājēəˌklās /

 
plagioclase feldspar





I.
 
noun




a form of feldspar consisting of aluminosilicates of sodium and/or calcium, common in igneous rocks and typically white.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from plagio-
 + Greek 
klasis

 ‘cleavage’ (because originally characterized as having two cleavages at an oblique angle).





plague

 
/plāɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a contagious bacterial disease characterized by fever and delirium, typically with the formation of buboes (see bubonic plague
 ) and sometimes infection of the lungs (
pneumonic plague

 )




•
 
an outbreak of plague




•
 
they died of 
the plague

 .










2.
 
a contagious disease that spreads rapidly and kills many people.




3.
 
an unusually large number of insects or animals infesting a place and causing damage




•
 
a 
plague of

 fleas.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing causing trouble or irritation




•
 
staff theft is usually 
the plague of

 restaurants.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 used as a curse or an expression of despair or disgust




•
 
a plague on all their houses!







[in recent use echoing Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet

 (
III

 . i. 94).]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause continual trouble or distress to




•
 
the problems that plagued the company




•
 
he has been plagued by ill health.










2.
 
pester or harass (someone) continually




•
 
he was 
plaguing

 her 
with

 questions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: Latin 
plaga

 ‘stroke, wound,’ probably from Greek (Doric dialect) 
plaga

 , from a base meaning ‘strike.’





plaguelike

 
/ˈplāɡˌlīk/






adjective




(of a disease) resembling plague in its quick spread or its severity




•
 
plaguelike outbreaks of disease.



















plaguy

 
/ˈplāɡē /

 
plaguey






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 troublesome; annoying.













plaice

 
/plās/





I.
 
noun




a North Atlantic flatfish that is a commercially important food fish.

[Two species in the family 
Pleuronectidae

 : the European 
Pleuronectes platessa

 , often found in very shallow water, and the American 
Hippoglossoides platessoides

 , found in deeper waters.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
plaiz

 , from late Latin 
platessa

 , from Greek 
platus

 ‘broad.’





plaid

 
/plad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
checkered or tartan twilled cloth, typically made of wool.




2.
 
a long piece of plaid worn over the shoulder as part of Scottish Highland dress.








II.
 
derivatives





plaided

 
/ˈpladəd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
plaide

 ‘blanket,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






plain1


 
/plān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not decorated or elaborate; simple or ordinary in character




•
 
good plain food




•
 
everyone dined at a plain wooden table.










2.
 
without a pattern; in only one color




•
 
a plain fabric.










3.
 
bearing no indication as to source, contents, or affiliation




•
 
donations can be put in a plain envelope.










4.
 
(of a person) having no pretensions; not remarkable or special




•
 
a plain, honest man with no nonsense about him.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) without a special title or status




•
 
for years he was just plain Bill.










6.
 
easy to perceive or understand; clear




•
 
the advantages were 
plain to see






•
 
it was 
plain that

 something was very wrong.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of written or spoken usage) clearly expressed, without the use of technical or abstruse terms




•
 
written 
in plain English

 .










8.
 
not using concealment or deception; frank




•
 
he recalled her plain speaking.










9.
 
(of a person) not beautiful or attractive




•
 
the dark-haired, rather plain woman.










10.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — sheer; simple (used for emphasis)




•
 
the main problem is 
just plain

 exhaustion.










11.
 
(of a knitting stitch) made using a knit rather than a purl stitch.








II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 clearly; unequivocally (used for emphasis)




•
 
perhaps the youth was just plain stupid.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a large area of flat land with few trees.

Compare with prairie
 .




2.
 
(
the Plains

 )
 — another term for Great Plains
 .








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as plain as the nose on one's face








‹informal›

 very obvious.









2.
 
plain and simple








‹informal›

 used to emphasize the statement preceding or following




•
 
she was a genius, plain and simple.















3.
 
plain as day








‹informal›

 very clearly.












V.
 
derivatives





plainness

 
/ˈplānˌnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
plain

 , from Latin 
planus

 , from a base meaning ‘flat.’





plain2


 
/plān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 mourn; lament.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 complain.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 emit a mournful or plaintive sound.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
plaindre

 , from Latin 
plangere

 ‘to lament.’





plainchant

 
/ˈplānˌCHant/






noun




another term for plainsong
 .













plain clothes

 
/ˌplān ˈklō(T͟H)z/





I.
 
plural noun




ordinary clothes rather than uniform, especially when worn as a disguise by police officers




•
 
a detective 
in plain clothes

 .














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ] (
plainclothes

 )


1.
 
(especially of a police officer) wearing ordinary clothes instead of a uniform




•
 
plainclothes troopers.



















plain dealing

 
/plān ˈdēliNG/






noun




honest and straightforward behavior toward others.













Plainfield

 
/ˈplānfēld/






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey; pop. 46,126 (est. 2008).









plain-laid






adjective




denoting a rope consisting of three strands twisted to the right.













plainly

 
/ˈplānlē/






adverb



1.
 
able to be perceived easily


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a light was plainly visible




•
 
she could plainly hear footsteps behind her.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to state one's belief that something is obviously or undeniably true




•
 
her mother was plainly anxious to leave.










3.
 
in a direct and honest way without concealment or deception




•
 
to speak plainly, I suffer from a lack of confidence.










4.
 
in a style that is not elaborate or luxurious; simply




•
 
he lived plainly and worked hard




•
 
she is plainly dressed in a T-shirt and trousers.



















plain-paper

 
/ˈplānˌpāpər/






adjective




denoting a fax machine or other device that does not require special paper to print on.













Plain People






plural noun






(US)

 the Amish, the Mennonites, and the Dunkers, three strict Christian sects emphasizing a simple way of life.














plain sailing





I.
 
noun




used to describe a process or activity that goes well and is easy and uncomplicated




•
 
he is pleased to report that the tour has been plain sailing.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably a popular use of 
plane sailing

 , denoting the practice of determining a ship's position on the theory that it is moving on a plane.





plain-saw

 
/ˈplānsô/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
saw (timber) tangential to the growth rings, so that the rings make angles of less than 45° with the faces of the boards produced


[as 
adj.

 , in 
combination

 ] (
-sawn

 )


•
 
plain-sawn logs.














II.
 
derivatives





plain sawing






noun





















Plains Indian

 
/plānz ˈindēən/






noun




a member of any of various North American Indian peoples who formerly inhabited the Great Plains.

Although a few of the Plains Indian peoples were sedentary farmers, most, including the Blackfoot, Cheyenne, and Comanche, were nomadic buffalo hunters, who gathered in tribes during the summer and dispersed into family groups in the winter. They hunted on foot until they acquired horses from the Spanish in the early 18th century. The introduction of the horse also led other peoples, such as the Sioux and the Cree, to move into the Plains area.













plainsman

 
/ˈplānzmən/






noun




a person who lives on a plain, especially a frontiersman who lived on the Great Plains of North America.














Plains of Abraham






a plateau beside the city of Quebec, overlooking the St. Lawrence River. In 1759 it was the scene of a battle in which the British army under General Wolfe, having scaled the heights above the city under cover of darkness, surprised and defeated the French.










plainsong

 
/ˈplānˌsôNG/





I.
 
noun




unaccompanied church music sung in unison in medieval modes and in free rhythm corresponding to the accentuation of the words, which are taken from the liturgy.

Compare with Gregorian chant
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: translating Latin 
cantus planus

 .





plain-speaking





I.
 
adjective




talking in a frank, outspoken, or blunt manner




•
 
a plain-speaking Texan whose words are to be taken at face value.














II.
 
noun




directness of speech; frankness




•
 
they have lost the art of plain speaking.



















plain-spoken

 
/ˌplānˈspōkən /

 
plainspoken





I.
 
adjective




outspoken; blunt.








II.
 
derivatives





plain-spokenness






noun





















Plains States






the US states dominated by the Great Plains, generally including North and South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas and sometimes Iowa and Missouri.










plaint

 
/plānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 an accusation; a charge.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 
‹chiefly literary›

 a complaint; a lamentation.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
plainte

 , feminine past participle of 
plaindre

 ‘complain,’ or from Old French 
plaint

 , from Latin 
planctus

 ‘beating of the breast.’





plain text

 
/ˈplān tekst/






noun




text that is not computationally tagged, specially formatted, or written in code.














plaintiff

 
/ˈplān(t)if/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who brings a case against another in a court of law.

Compare with defendant
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
plaintif

 ‘plaintive’ (used as a noun). The 
-f

 ending has come down through Law French; the word was originally the same as 
plaintive

 .





plaintive

 
/ˈplān(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective




sounding sad and mournful




•
 
a plaintive cry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plaintively

 
/ˈplān(t)ivlē /






adverb













2.
 
plaintiveness

 
/ˈplān(t)ivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
plaintif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
plainte

 ‘lamentation’ (see plaint
 ).





plain weave






noun




a common and basic style of weave in which the weft alternates over and under the warp.














plait

 
/plāt plat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a single length of hair or other flexible material made up of three or more interlaced strands; a braid.




2.
 
archaic term for pleat
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (hair or other material) into a plait or plaits.




2.
 
make (something) by forming material into a plait or plaits.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pleit

 ‘a fold,’ based on Latin 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’ The word was formerly often pronounced like “plate,” which is the usual American pronunciation; since late Middle English there has arisen an alternative spelling 
plat

 , to which the current alternative pronunciation corresponds.





plan

 
/plan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a detailed proposal for doing or achieving something




•
 
the UN peace plan.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a scheme for the regular payment of contributions toward a pension, savings account, or insurance policy




•
 
a personal pension plan.










3.
 
(usu. 
plans

 )
 — an intention or decision about what one is going to do




•
 
I have no plans to retire.










4.
 
a detailed diagram, drawing, or program, in particular




5.
 
a fairly large-scale map of a town or district




•
 
a street plan.










6.
 
a drawing or diagram made by projection on a horizontal plane, especially one showing the layout of a building or one floor of a building.

Compare with elevation
 (
sense

 3).




7.
 
a diagram showing how something will be arranged




•
 
look at the seating plan.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decide on and arrange in advance




•
 
they were planning a trip to Egypt




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he plans to fly on Wednesday




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
plan on

 getting married in the near future




•
 
we have to 
plan for

 the future.










2.
 
design or make a plan of (something to be made or built)




•
 
they were planning a garden.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
someone's (or the) best plan






a person's (or the) most sensible course of action.









2.
 
go according to plan






happen as one arranged or intended.









3.
 
plan of action (or attack)






an organized program of measures to be taken in order to achieve a goal.















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from earlier 
plant

 ‘ground plan, plane surface,’ influenced in sense by Italian 
pianta

 ‘plan of building.’ Compare with plant
 .





planar

 
/ˈplānər/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 of, relating to, or in the form of a plane




•
 
planar surfaces.



















planarian

 
/pləˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a free-living flatworm that has a three-branched intestine and a tubular pharynx, typically located halfway down the body.

[Order 
Tricladida

 , class 
Turbellaria

 : 
Planaria

 and other genera.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Planaria

 (feminine of Latin 
planarius

 ‘lying flat’) + -ian
 .





planation

 
/plāˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the leveling of a landscape by erosion.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from plane
 1
 + -ation
 .





planchet

 
/ˈplan(t)SHət/





I.
 
noun




a plain metal disk from which a coin is made.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: diminutive of earlier 
planch

 ‘slab of metal,’ from Old French 
planche

 ‘plank, slab.’





planchette

 
/planˈSHet/





I.
 
noun




a small board supported on casters, typically heart-shaped and fitted with a vertical pencil, used for automatic writing and in seances.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘small plank,’ diminutive of 
planche

 .





Planck, Max

 
/plaNGk, pläNGk/






(1858–1947), German theoretical physicist; full name 
Max Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck

 . The founder of the quantum theory, he announced the radiation law named after him in 1900. Nobel Prize for Physics (1918).









Planck's constant

 

‹Physics›


 
Planck constant






a fundamental constant, equal to the energy of a quantum of electromagnetic radiation divided by its frequency, with a value of 6.626 × 10−34
 joule-seconds.









Planck's law

 

‹Physics›







a law, forming the basis of quantum theory, that states that electromagnetic radiation from heated bodies is not emitted as a continuous flow but is made up of discrete units or quanta of energy, the size of which involve a fundamental physical constant (Planck's constant).










plane1


 
/plān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat surface on which a straight line joining any two points on it would wholly lie




•
 
the horizontal plane.










2.
 
an imaginary flat surface through or joining material objects




•
 
the planets orbit the sun in roughly the same plane.










3.
 
a flat or level surface of a material object




•
 
the 
plane of

 his forehead.










4.
 
a flat surface producing lift by the action of air or water over and under it.




5.
 
a level of existence, thought, or development




•
 
everything is connected on the spiritual plane.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
completely level or flat.




2.
 
of or relating to only two-dimensional surfaces or magnitudes




•
 
plane and solid geometry.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird or an airborne object) soar without moving the wings; glide




•
 
a bird planed down toward the water below.










2.
 
(of a boat, surfboard, etc.) skim over the surface of water as a result of lift produced hydrodynamically.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
planum

 ‘flat surface,’ neuter of the adjective 
planus

 ‘plain.’ The adjective was suggested by French 
plan(e

 ) ‘flat.’ The word was introduced to differentiate the geometric senses, previously expressed by plain
 1
 , from the latter's other meanings.





plane2


 
/plān/





I.
 
noun




an airplane.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 travel in an airplane.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: shortened form.






plane3


 
/plān/





I.
 
noun




a tool consisting of a block with a projecting steel blade, used to smooth a wooden or other surface by paring shavings from it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smooth (wood or other material) with a plane.




2.
 
reduce or remove (redundant material) with a plane




•
 
high areas can be 
planed down

 .










3.
 


‹archaic›

 make smooth or level.











– origin

 Middle English: from a variant of obsolete French 
plaine

 ‘planing tool,’ from late Latin 
plana

 (in the same sense), from Latin 
planare

 ‘make level,’ from 
planus

 ‘plain, level.’





plane4


 
/plān /

 
plane tree





I.
 
noun




a tall spreading tree of the northern hemisphere, with maplelike leaves and bark that peels in irregular patches.

[Genus 
Platanus

 , family 
Platanaceae

 . See also sycamore
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
platanus

 , from Greek 
platanos

 , from 
platus

 ‘broad.’





planeload

 
/ˈplānlōd/






noun




an amount of cargo or number of passengers that fill an aircraft




•
 


a planeload of

 medicines, tools, and clothing.




•
 


planeloads of

 medical supplies.



















plane polarization

 
/ˌplān ˌpōlərəˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a process restricting the vibrations of electromagnetic radiation, especially light, to one direction.








II.
 
derivatives





plane-polarized






adjective





















planer

 
/ˈplānər/






noun




another term for plane
 3
 , esp. when power-operated.













plane sailing






noun






[Nautical]

 the practice of determining a ship's position on the theory that it is moving on a plane.

See also plain sailing
 .













planesman

 
/ˈplānzmən/






noun




a person who operates the hydroplanes on a submarine.














planet

 
/ˈplanət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a celestial body moving in an elliptical orbit around a star.




2.
 
(
the planet

 )
 — the earth




•
 
no generation has the right to pollute the planet.










3.
 


[chiefly Astrology]

 
‹historical›

 a celestial body distinguished from the fixed stars by having an apparent motion of its own (including the moon and sun), especially with reference to its supposed influence on people and events.





The planets of the solar system are either gas giants—Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune—or smaller rocky bodies—Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars. Pluto, formerly regarded as the ninth planet, was in 2006 reclassified as a dwarf planet. The minor planets, or asteroids, orbit mainly between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Only Earth and Venus have substantial atmospheres.




II.
 
derivatives





planetology

 
/ˌplanəˈtäləjē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
planete

 , from late Latin 
planeta

 , 
planetes

 , from Greek 
planētēs

 ‘wanderer, planet,’ from 
planan

 ‘wander.’





plane table






noun




a surveying instrument used for direct plotting in the field, with a drawing board and pivoted alidade.













planetarium

 
/ˌplanəˈterēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building in which images of stars, planets, and constellations are projected on the inner surface of a dome for public entertainment or education.




2.
 
a device used to project images of stars, planets, and constellations.




3.
 
another term for orrery
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
planetarius

 ‘relating to the planets.’





planetary

 
/ˈplanəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or belonging to a planet or planets




•
 
the laws of planetary motion.










2.
 
of or relating to the earth as a planet




•
 
planetary air pollution and climatic change.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
planetarius

 ‘relating to the planets’ (recorded only as a noun meaning ‘astrologer’), from 
planeta

 ‘planet.’





planetary gear

 
planetary wheel






noun




see sun-and-planet gear
 .













planetary nebula






noun






[Astronomy]

 a ring-shaped nebula formed by an expanding shell of gas around an aging star.













planetesimal

 
/ˌplanəˈtesəməl /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
noun




a minute planet; a body that could or did come together with many others under gravitation to form a planet.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to planetesimal bodies.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from planet
 , on the pattern of 
infinitesimal

 .





planetfall

 
/ˈplanətˌfôl/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in science fiction) a landing or arrival on a planet after a journey through space.











– origin

 from planet
 + 
-fall

 , on the pattern of landfall
 .





planetoid

 
/ˈplanəˌtoid/






noun




another term for asteroid
 .













planform

 
/ˈplanfôrm/






noun




the shape or outline of an aircraft wing as projected onto a horizontal plane.













plangent

 
/ˈplanjənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 (of a sound) loud, reverberating, and often melancholy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plangency

 
/ˈplanj(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
plangently






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
plangent-

 ‘lamenting,’ from the verb 
plangere

 .





planigraphy

 
/pləˈniɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the process of obtaining a visual representation of a plane section through living tissue, by such techniques as tomography, ultrasonography, etc.











– origin

 1930s: from Dutch 
planigraphie

 , from Latin 
planus

 ‘flat, level’ + Greek 
-graphia

 (see -graphy
 ).





planimeter

 
/pləˈnimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for mechanically measuring the area of a plane figure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
planimetric

 
/ˌplānəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
planimetrically

 
/-ˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
planimetry

 
/pləˈnimətrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
planimètre

 , from Latin 
planus

 ‘level’ + 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’





planish

 
/ˈplaniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flatten (sheet metal) with a smooth-faced hammer or between rollers.








II.
 
derivatives





planisher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘make level’): from obsolete French 
planiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
planir

 ‘to smooth,’ from 
plain

 ‘smooth, level.’





planisphere

 
/ˈplanəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun




a map formed by the projection of a sphere or part of a sphere on a plane, especially an adjustable circular star map that shows the appearance of the heavens at a specific time and place.








II.
 
derivatives





planispheric

 
/ˌplanəˈsfi(ə)rik, -ˈsfer- /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
planisperie

 , from medieval Latin 
planisphaerium

 , from Latin 
planus

 ‘level’ + 
sphaera

 ‘sphere’; later influenced by French 
planisphère

 .






plank

 
/plaNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thin, flat piece of timber, used especially in building and flooring.




2.
 
a fundamental point of a political or other program




•
 
the central plank of the bill is the curb on industrial polluters.










3.
 
a physical exercise designed to strengthen the abdominal muscles, in which one performs a press-up and holds the raised position for a set period of time.




•
 
the session usually include a lot of core work, lunges, planks, and squats.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make, provide, or cover with planks




•
 
the ship was planked with teak




•
 (as 
adj.

 
planked

 )
 
the planked floor.










2.
 


‹informal›

 another term for plunk
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb).








III.
 
phrases





walk the plank





a.
 
(formerly) be forced by pirates to walk blindfold along a plank over the side of a ship to one's death in the sea.




b.
 


‹informal›

 lose one's job or position.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
planke

 , from late Latin 
planca

 ‘board,’ feminine (used as a noun) of 
plancus

 ‘flatfooted.’





planking

 
/ˈplaNGkiNG/






noun




planks collectively, especially when used for flooring or as part of a boat.














plankton

 
/ˈplaNGktən/





I.
 
noun




the small and microscopic organisms drifting or floating in the sea or fresh water, consisting chiefly of diatoms, protozoans, small crustaceans, and the eggs and larval stages of larger animals. Many animals are adapted to feed on plankton, especially by filtering the water.

Compare with nekton
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
planktic

 
/-tik /






adjective













2.
 
planktonic

 
/plaNGkˈtänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from Greek 
planktos

 ‘wandering,’ from the base of 
plazein

 ‘wander.’





planned economy






noun




another term for command economy
 .













planned obsolescence

 
/ˌpland ˌäbsəˈlesəns/






noun




a policy of producing consumer goods that rapidly become obsolete and so require replacing, achieved by frequent changes in design, termination of the supply of spare parts, and the use of nondurable materials.













Planned Parenthood






noun






‹trademark›

 a nonprofit organization that does research into and gives advice on contraception, family planning, and reproductive problems.













planner

 
/ˈplanər/






noun



1.
 
a person who makes plans.




2.
 
a person who controls or plans urban development




•
 
city planners.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a list or chart with information that is an aid to planning




•
 
my day planner.



















planning

 
/ˈplaniNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of making plans for something.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the control of urban development by a local government authority, from which a license must be obtained to build a new property or change an existing one




•
 
the local planning authority.



















planning horizon






noun




the length of time into the future that is accounted for in a particular plan




•
 
large investments are unlikely to be viewed as feasible when the planning horizon is limited.



















Plano

 
/ˈplānō/






a city in northeastern Texas, northeast of Dallas; pop. 267,480 (est. 2008).









plano-





I.
 
combining form




level; flat




•
 
plano-convex




•
 
planography.

















– origin

 from Latin 
planus

 ‘flat.’





plano-concave

 
/ˌplānōˌkänˈkāv, -ˈkänˌkāv/






adjective




(of a lens) with one surface plane and the opposite one concave.













plano-convex

 
/ˌplānōˌkänˈveks, -ˈkänˌveks/






adjective




(of a lens) with one surface plane and the opposite one convex.













planogram

 
/ˈplanəˌɡram/






noun




a diagram or model that indicates the placement of retail products on shelves in order to maximize sales.













planographic

 
/ˌplānəˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective






[Printing]

 relating to or denoting a printing process in which the printing surface is flat, as in lithography.








II.
 
derivatives





planography

 
/pləˈnäɡrəfē /






noun






















plant

 
/plant/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
a living organism of the kind exemplified by trees, shrubs, herbs, grasses, ferns, and mosses, typically growing in a permanent site, absorbing water and inorganic substances through its roots, and synthesizing nutrients in its leaves by photosynthesis using the green pigment chlorophyll.




b.
 
a small plant, as distinct from a shrub or tree




•
 
garden plants.











Plants differ from animals in lacking specialized sense organs, having no capacity for voluntary movement, having cell walls, and growing to suit their surroundings rather than having a fixed body plan.




2.
 
a place where an industrial or manufacturing process takes place




•
 
the company has 30 plants in Mexico.










3.
 
machinery used in an industrial or manufacturing process




•
 
inadequate investment in new plant.










4.
 
a person placed in a group as a spy or informer




•
 
we thought he was a CIA plant spreading disinformation.










5.
 
a thing put among someone's belongings to incriminate or compromise them




•
 
he insisted that the cocaine in the glove compartment was a plant.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a seed, bulb, or plant) in the ground so that it can grow.




2.
 
place a seed, bulb, or plant in (a place) to grow




•
 
the garden is planted with herbs.










3.
 


‹informal›

 bury (someone).




4.
 
place or fix in a specified position




•
 
she planted a kiss on his cheek.










5.
 
(
plant oneself

 )
 — position oneself




•
 
she planted herself on the arm of his chair.










6.
 
establish (an idea) in someone's mind




•
 
the seed of doubt is planted in his mind.










7.
 
secretly place (a bomb that is set to go off at a later time).




8.
 
put or hide (something) among someone's belongings to compromise or incriminate the owner




•
 
he 
planted

 drugs 
on

 him to extort a bribe.










9.
 
send (someone) to join a group or organization to act as a spy or informer.




10.
 
found or establish (a colony, city, or community).




11.
 
deposit (young fish, spawn, oysters, etc.) in a river or lake.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plantable






adjective













2.
 
plantlet

 
/-lit /






noun













3.
 
plantlike

 
/ˈplantˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
plante

 ‘seedling,’ 
plantian

 (verb), from Latin 
planta

 ‘sprout, cutting’ (later influenced by French 
plante

 ) and 
plantare

 ‘plant, fix in a place.’





Plantagenet

 
/planˈtajənət/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the English royal dynasty that held the throne from the accession of Henry II in 1154 until the death of Richard III in 1485.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Plantagenet dynasty.











– origin

 from Latin 
planta genista

 ‘sprig of broom,’ said to be worn as a crest by and given as a nickname to Geoffrey, count of Anjou, the father of Henry II.





plantain1


 
/ˈplant(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing plant that typically has a rosette of leaves and a slender green flower spike, widely growing as a weed in lawns.

[Genus 
Plantago

 , family 
Plantaginaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
plantago

 , 
plantagin-

 , from 
planta

 ‘sole of the foot’ (because of its broad prostrate leaves).





plantain2


 
/ˈplant(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a banana containing high levels of starch and little sugar, harvested green and widely used as a cooked vegetable in the tropics.




2.
 
the plant that bears the plantain fruit.

[
Musa

 × 
paradisiaca

 , family 
Musaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
plá(n)tano

 , probably by assimilation of a South American word to the Spanish 
plá(n)tano

 ‘plane tree.’






plantain lily






noun




another term for hosta
 .













plantar

 
/ˈplan(t)ər/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the sole of the foot.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
plantaris

 , from 
planta

 ‘sole.’





plantation

 
/planˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an estate on which crops such as coffee, sugar, and tobacco are cultivated by resident labor.




2.
 
an area in which trees have been planted, especially for commercial purposes.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a colony.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of planting seeds): from Latin 
plantatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
plantare

 ‘to plant.’





Plantation

 
/planˈtāSHən/






a city in southeastern Florida, west of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 83,628 (est. 2008).









planter

 
/ˈplan(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a manager or owner of a plantation




•
 
sugar planters.










2.
 
a decorative container in which plants are grown.




3.
 
a machine or person that plants seeds, bulbs, etc.













planter's punch






noun




a cocktail containing rum, lime juice, carbonated water, and sugar.













plant hopper






noun




a small, widely distributed plant-sucking bug that leaps when disturbed. Some species are pests of rice and sugar cane.

[
Delphacidae

 and other families, suborder 
Homoptera

 .]














plantigrade

 
/ˈplan(t)əˌɡrād/





I.
 
adjective




(of a mammal) walking on the soles of the feet, like a human or a bear.

Compare with digitigrade
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
plantigradus

 , from Latin 
planta

 ‘sole’ + 
-gradus

 ‘-walking.’





plant life






noun




plants collectively, especially those native to a particular region, habitat, or geological period




•
 
the teeming plant life of Hawaii




•
 
the high water kills encroaching plant life.



















plant louse

 
/plant lous/






noun




a small bug that infests plants and feeds on the sap or tender shoots, especially an aphid.

[Several families in the series 
Sternorrhyncha

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 .]













plantocracy

 
/planˈtäkrəsē/






noun




a population of planters regarded as the dominant class, especially in the West Indies.













plantsman

 
/ˈplantsmən/






noun




an expert in garden plants and gardening.













plantswoman

 
/ˈplan(t)sˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female expert in garden plants and gardening.













planula

 
/ˈplanyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a free-swimming coelenterate larva with a flattened, ciliated, solid body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
planus

 ‘plane, flat.’





plan view






noun




a view of an object as projected onto a horizontal plane.













plaque

 
/plak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental tablet, typically of metal, porcelain, or wood, that is fixed to a wall or other surface in commemoration of a person or event.




2.
 
a sticky deposit on teeth in which bacteria proliferate.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a small, distinct, typically raised patch or region resulting from local damage or deposition of material, such as a fatty deposit on an artery wall in atherosclerosis or a site of localized damage of brain tissue in Alzheimer's disease.




4.
 


[Microbiology]

 a clear area in a cell culture caused by the inhibition of growth or destruction of cells by an agent such as a virus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Dutch 
plak

 ‘tablet,’ from 
plakken

 ‘to stick.’






plash1


 
/plaSH /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sound produced by liquid striking something or being struck.




2.
 
a pool or puddle.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
splash




•
 
gray curtains of rain plashed down.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike the surface of (water) with a splashing sound.








III.
 
derivatives





plashy






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably imitative.






plash2


 
/plaSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 bend and interweave (branches and twigs) to form a hedge.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 make or renew (a hedge) by bending and interweaving branches and twigs.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
plaissier

 , based on Latin 
plectere

 ‘to plait.’ Compare with pleach
 .






plasma

 
/ˈplazmə /

 
plasm





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the colorless fluid part of blood, lymph, or milk, in which corpuscles or fat globules are suspended.




2.
 
plasma taken from donors or blood donated by donors for administering in transfusions.




3.
 
an ionized gas consisting of positive ions and free electrons in proportions resulting in more or less no overall electric charge, typically at low pressures (as in the upper atmosphere and in fluorescent lamps) or at very high temperatures (as in stars and nuclear fusion reactors).




4.
 
an analogous substance consisting of mobile charged particles (such as a molten salt or the electrons within a metal).




5.
 
a dark green, translucent variety of quartz used in mosaic and for other decorative purposes.




6.
 
another term for cytoplasm
 or protoplasm
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plasmatic

 
/plazˈmadik /






adjective













2.
 
plasmic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘mold, shape’): from late Latin, literally ‘mold,’ from Greek 
plasma

 , from 
plassein

 ‘to shape.’





plasma cell






noun






[Physiology]

 a fully differentiated B cell that produces a single type of antibody.













plasmalemma

 
/ˌplazməˈlemə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a plasma membrane that bounds a cell, especially one immediately within the wall of a plant cell.








II.
 
derivatives





plasmalemmal

 
/-ˈleməl /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from plasma
 + Greek 
lemma

 ‘rind.’





plasma membrane






noun






[Biology]

 a microscopic membrane of lipids and proteins that forms the external boundary of the cytoplasm of a cell or encloses a vacuole, and that regulates the passage of molecules in and out of the cytoplasm.













plasmapause

 
/ˈplazməˌpôz/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the outer limit of a plasmasphere, marked by a sudden change in plasma density.













plasmapheresis

 
/ˌplazməfəˈrēsəs ˌplazməˈferəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a method of removing blood plasma from the body by withdrawing blood, separating it into plasma and cells, and transfusing the cells back into the bloodstream. It is performed especially to remove antibodies in treating autoimmune conditions.











– origin

 1920s: from plasma
 + Greek 
aphairesis

 ‘taking away’ (from 
apo-

 ‘from’ + 
hairein

 ‘take’).





plasma screen

 
//






noun




a flat display screen using an array of cells containing a gas plasma to produce different colors in each cell.













plasma sheet






noun






[Astronomy]

 a layer of plasma in the magnetotail of the earth (or another planet), lying in the equatorial plane beyond the plasmapause, with two divergent branches that reach the earth at polar latitudes.













plasmasphere

 
/ˈplazməˌsfir/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the roughly toroidal region surrounding and thought to rotate with the earth (or another planet) at latitudes away from the poles, containing a relatively dense plasma of low-energy electrons and protons.













plasma TV

 
plasma television






noun




a television set with a plasma screen, usually larger and much thinner than a conventional set, and often designed to be mounted on a wall.














plasmid

 
/ˈplazmid/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a genetic structure in a cell that can replicate independently of the chromosomes, typically a small circular DNA strand in the cytoplasm of a bacterium or protozoan. Plasmids are much used in the laboratory manipulation of genes.

Compare with episome
 .











– origin

 1950s: from plasma
 + -id
 2
 .





plasmin

 
/ˈplazmən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme, formed in the blood in some circumstances, that destroys blood clots by attacking fibrin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
plasmine

 , from late Latin 
plasma

 ‘mold, image.’





plasminogen

 
/plazˈminəˌjən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the inactive precursor of the enzyme plasmin, present in blood.













plasmodesma

 
/ˌplazməˈdesmə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a narrow thread of cytoplasm that passes through the cell walls of adjacent plant cells and allows communication between them.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Plasmodesma

 , from late Latin 
plasma

 ‘mold, formation’ + Greek 
desma

 ‘bond, fetter.’





plasmodium

 
/plazˈmōdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a parasitic protozoan of a genus that includes those causing malaria.

[Genus 
Plasmodium

 , phylum 
Sporozoa

 .]




2.
 


[Biology]

 a form within the life cycle of some simple organisms such as slime molds, typically consisting of a mass of naked protoplasm containing many nuclei.








II.
 
derivatives





plasmodial

 
/-mōdēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, based on late Latin 
plasma

 ‘mold, formation.’





plasmolysis

 
/plazˈmäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 contraction of the protoplast of a plant cell as a result of loss of water from the cell.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
plasmo-

 ‘consisting of protoplasm’ (from late Latin 
plasma

 ‘mold, formation’) + Greek 
lusis

 ‘loosening’ (because of the separation of the plasma membrane from the cell wall).





plasmolyze

 
/ˈplazməˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 plasmolyse






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Botany]

 subject to plasmolysis.













plasmon

 
/ˈplazˌmän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a quantum or quasiparticle associated with a local collective oscillation of charge density.











– origin

 1950s: from plasma
 + -on
 .





plasteel

 
/ˈplastēl/





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) an ultrastrong nonmetallic material.











– origin

 1970s: blend of plastic
 and steel
 .






plaster

 
/ˈplastər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft mixture of lime with sand or cement and water for spreading on walls, ceilings, or other structures to form a smooth hard surface when dried.




2.
 
(also 
plaster of Paris

 )
 — a hard white substance made by the addition of water to powdered and partly dehydrated gypsum, used for holding broken bones in place and making sculptures and casts.

[so called because prepared from the gypsum of Paris, France.]




3.
 
the powder from which plaster is made.




4.
 


‹dated›

 a bandage on which a poultice or liniment is spread for application.

See mustard plaster
 .




5.
 
(also 
sticking plaster

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 an adhesive strip of material for covering cuts and wounds.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a wall, ceiling, or other structure) with plaster.




2.
 
(
plaster something with/in

 )
 — coat or cover something with (a substance), especially to an extent considered excessive




•
 
a face plastered in heavy makeup.










3.
 
make (hair) lie flat by applying a liquid to it




•
 
his hair was plastered down with water.










4.
 
apply a plaster cast or medical plaster to (a part of the body).




5.
 
(
plaster something with

 )
 — cover a surface with (large numbers of pictures or posters)




•
 
the store windows are plastered with posters.










6.
 
(
plaster something over

 )
 — present a story or picture conspicuously and sensationally in (a newspaper or magazine)




•
 
her story was plastered all over the December issue.










7.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 bomb or shell (a target) heavily.








III.
 
derivatives





plastery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, denoting a bandage spread with a curative substance, from medieval Latin 
plastrum

 (shortening of Latin 
emplastrum

 , from Greek 
emplastron

 ‘daub, salve’), later reinforced by the Old French noun 
plastre

 . Sense 1 dates from late Middle English.






plasterboard

 
/ˈplastərˌbôrd/






noun




a type of drywall made of plaster between two sheets of heavy paper.













plastered

 
/ˈplastərd/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 very drunk




•
 
I went out and 
got

 totally 
plastered

 .










2.
 
covered with or made of plaster.













plasterer

 
/ˈplastərər/






noun




a person whose job it is to apply plaster to walls, ceilings, or other surfaces.













plaster saint






noun




a person who makes a show of being without moral faults or human weakness, especially in a hypocritical way.













plasterwork

 
/ˈplastərˌwərk/






noun




plaster as part of the interior of a building, especially covering the surface of a wall or formed into decorative shapes and patterns.














plastic

 
/ˈplastik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a synthetic material made from a wide range of organic polymers such as polyethylene, PVC, nylon, etc., that can be molded into shape while soft and then set into a rigid or slightly elastic form.




2.
 


‹informal›

 credit cards or other types of plastic card that can be used as money




•
 
he pays with cash instead of with plastic.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of plastic




•
 
plastic bottles.










2.
 
looking or tasting artificial




•
 
long-distance flights with their plastic food




•
 
she smiled a little plastic smile.










3.
 
(of substances or materials) easily shaped or molded




•
 
rendering the material more plastic.










4.
 
(in art) of or relating to molding or modeling in three dimensions, or producing three-dimensional effects.




5.
 
(in science and technology) of or relating to the permanent deformation of a solid without fracture by the temporary application of force.




6.
 
offering scope for creativity




•
 
the writer is drawn to words as a plastic medium.










7.
 


[Biology]

 exhibiting adaptability to change or variety in the environment.








III.
 
derivatives





plastically

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘characteristic of molding’): from French 
plastique

 or Latin 
plasticus

 , from Greek 
plastikos

 , from 
plassein

 ‘to mold.’





plastic arts






plural noun




art forms that involve modeling or molding, such as sculpture and ceramics, or art involving the representation of solid objects with three-dimensional effects.













plastic bomb

 
/ˈplastik bäm/






noun




a bomb containing plastic explosive.













plastic explosive






noun




a puttylike explosive capable of being molded by hand.













plasticine

 
/ˈplastəˌsēn /

 
Plasticine





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a soft modeling material, used especially by children.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the adjective plastic
 + -ine
 4
 .





plasticity

 
/plaˈstisədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being easily shaped or molded.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the adaptability of an organism to changes in its environment or differences between its various habitats.













plasticize

 
/ˈplastəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
plasticized

 )


1.
 
make plastic or moldable, especially by the addition of a plasticizer.




2.
 
treat or make with plastic




•
 
plasticized cotton.














II.
 
derivatives





plasticization

 
/ˌplastəsəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌplastəˌsīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















plasticizer

 
/ˈplastəˌsīzər/






noun




a substance (typically a solvent) added to a synthetic resin to produce or promote plasticity and flexibility and to reduce brittleness.













plasticky

 
/ˈplastikē/






adjective




suggestive of or resembling plastic




•
 
Bosworth is all too obviously a product of plasticky LA.




















plastic surgery

 
/ˈplastik ˈsərj(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




the process of reconstructing or repairing parts of the body, especially by the transfer of tissue, either in the treatment of injury or for cosmetic reasons.








II.
 
derivatives





plastic surgeon






noun



















– origin

 from plastic
 in the sense of being possible to (re-)shape. Compare with -plasty
 .





plastic wood






noun




a moldable material that hardens to resemble wood and is used for filling cracks in wood.














plastic wrap






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thin, transparent plastic film that adheres to surfaces and to itself, used chiefly as a wrapping or covering for food.













plastid

 
/ˈplastəd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 any of a class of small organelles, such as chloroplasts, in the cytoplasm of plant cells, containing pigment or food.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, based on Greek 
plastos

 ‘shaped.’





plastination

 
/ˌplastəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the preservation of body parts through a process that replaces water and fat with various enduring plastics.








II.
 
derivatives





plastinate

 
/ˈplastəˌnāt /






verb





















plastique

 
/plaˈstēk/





I.
 
noun




plastic explosive.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: French, literally ‘plastic’ (adjective used as a noun).





plastisol

 
/ˈplastəˌsôl, -ˌsäl/





I.
 
noun




a liquid substance that can be converted into a solid plastic simply by heating, consisting of particles of synthetic resin dispersed in a nonvolatile liquid.











– origin

 1940s: from the noun plastic
 + sol
 2
 .





plastron

 
/ˈplastrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large pad worn by a fencer to protect the chest.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a lancer's breast covering.




3.
 
an ornamental front of a woman's bodice or shirt consisting of colorful material with lace or embroidery, fashionable in the late 19th century.




4.
 
a man's starched shirtfront without pleats.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 the part of a tortoise's or turtle's shell forming the underside.




6.
 
a ventral plate similar to a plastron in some invertebrate animals.




7.
 


[Entomology]

 (in an aquatic insect) a patch of cuticle covered with hairs that retain a thin layer of air, acting like a gill for breathing under water.








II.
 
derivatives





plastral

 
/ˈplastrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
piastrone

 , augmentative of 
piastra

 ‘breastplate,’ from Latin 
emplastrum

 ‘medical dressing’ (see plaster
 ).






-plasty





I.
 
combining form




molding, grafting, or formation of a specified part, especially a part of the body




•
 
rhinoplasty.

















– origin

 based on Greek 
plastos

 ‘formed, molded.’ Compare with plastic surgery
 .






plat1


 
/plat /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plot of land.




2.
 
a map or plan of an area of land showing actual or proposed features.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plan out or make a map of (an area of land, especially a proposed site for construction).











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of the noun plot
 in the sense ‘piece of ground.’ The current verb sense dates from the early 18th cent.





plat2


 
/plat/






noun, verb




variant spelling of plait
 .













plat.






abbreviation



1.
 
plateau.




2.
 
platoon.













Plataea, Battle of

 
/pləˈtēə/






a battle in 479 
BC

 , during the Persian Wars, in which the Persian forces were defeated by the Greeks near the city of Plataea in Boeotia.









plat du jour

 
/ˌplä də ˈZHo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a dish specially prepared by a restaurant on a particular day, in addition to the usual menu.











– origin

 French, literally ‘dish of the day.’






plate

 
/plāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat dish, typically circular and made of china, from which food is eaten or served.




2.
 
an amount of food on a plate




•
 


a plate of

 spaghetti.










3.
 
a flat dish, typically made of metal or wood, passed around a church congregation in order to collect donations of money.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a course of a meal, served on one plate




•
 
I'll have the salad plate.










5.
 


[Biology]

 a shallow glass dish on which a culture of cells or microorganisms may be grown.




6.
 
dishes, bowls, cups, and other utensils made of gold, silver, or other metal.

[from Old French 
vaisselle en plate

 ‘dishes and plates made of a single piece of metal.’]




7.
 
a silver or gold dish or trophy awarded as a prize in a race or competition




•
 
she lifted the plate in victory.










8.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a race or competition in which a silver or gold trophy is awarded




•
 
the final of the Ladies' Plate at Henley.










9.
 
a thin, flat sheet or strip of metal or other material, typically one used to join or strengthen things or forming part of a machine




•
 
he underwent surgery to have a steel plate put into his leg.










10.
 
a small, flat piece of metal or other material bearing a name or inscription and attached to a door or other object




•
 
a brass plate with her initials.










11.
 
(usu. 
plates

 )
 — short for license plate
 :




•
 
the car had Vermont plates.










12.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a thin, flat organic structure or formation




•
 
the fused bony plates protect the tortoise's soft parts.










13.
 


[Geology]

 each of the several rigid pieces of the earth's lithosphere that together make up the earth's surface.

See also plate tectonics
 .




14.
 


[Baseball]

 short for home plate
 .




15.
 
a piece of lumber laid horizontally along the top of a wall to support the ends of joists or rafters.




16.
 
a light horseshoe for a racehorse.




17.
 
a sheet of metal, plastic, or some other material bearing an image of type or illustrations from which multiple copies are printed.




18.
 
a printed photograph, picture, or illustration, especially one on superior-quality paper in a book.




19.
 
a thin sheet of metal, glass, or other substance coated with a light-sensitive film on which an image is formed, used in larger or older types of cameras.




20.
 
a thin piece of plastic molded to the shape of a person's mouth and gums, to which artificial teeth or another orthodontic appliance are attached.




21.
 


‹informal›

 a complete denture or orthodontic appliance.




22.
 
a thin piece of metal that acts as an electrode in a capacitor, battery, or cell.




23.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the anode of a thermionic tube.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a metal object) with a thin coating or film of a different metal




•
 
she had already taken the coin to a jeweler to be plated




•
 (
-plated

 )
 
the cylinder is nickel-plated.










2.
 
cover (an object) with plates of metal for decoration, protection, or strength.




3.
 
serve or arrange (food) on a plate or plates before a meal




•
 
overcooked vegetables won't look appetizing, no matter how they are plated.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 score (a run or runs); cause (someone) to score.




5.
 


[Biology]

 inoculate (cells or infective material) onto a culture plate, especially with the object of isolating a particular strain of microorganisms or estimating viable cell numbers.








III.
 
phrases





on one's plate






occupying one's time or energy




•
 
you've 
got a lot on your plate

 at the moment.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plateful

 
/ˈplātˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
plateless






adjective













3.
 
plater

 
/ˈplādər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a flat, thin sheet, usually of metal): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
plata

 ‘plate armor,’ based on Greek 
platus

 ‘flat.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun represents Old French 
plat

 ‘platter, large dish,’ also ‘dish of meat,’ noun use of Old French 
plat

 ‘flat.’






plate appearance






noun






[Baseball]

 a player's turn at the plate, the total of which for any player includes all official at bats plus appearances that resulted in a walk, sacrifice, etc.

Compare with at-bat
 .













plate armor

 
/plāt ˈärmər/






noun




protective armor of metal plates, especially as worn in medieval times by mounted knights.













plateau

 
/plaˈtō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of relatively level high ground.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a group of American Indian peoples of the plateau country of western Canada and the US, including the Nez Percé.




3.
 
a state of little or no change following a period of activity or progress




•
 
the peace process had 
reached a plateau

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach a state of little or no change after a time of activity or progress




•
 
the industry's problems have 
plateaued out

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
platel

 , diminutive of 
plat

 ‘level.’





plate glass

 
/ˈˌplāt ˈɡlas/






noun

 — (often as 
modifier

 
plate-glass

 )


1.
 
thick fine-quality glass, typically used for doors and store windows and originally cast in plates.














platelet

 
/ˈplātlit/






noun






[Physiology]

 a small colorless disk-shaped cell fragment without a nucleus, found in large numbers in blood and involved in clotting.

Also called thrombocyte
 .













platemaker

 
/ˈplātˌmākər/






noun




a person or machine that makes printing plates.













platen

 
/ˈplatn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the plate in a small letterpress printing press that presses the paper against the type.




2.
 
the cylindrical roller in a typewriter against which the paper is held.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
platine

 ‘flat piece,’ from 
plat

 ‘flat.’





plateresque

 
/ˌpladəˈresk/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of Spanish architecture) richly ornamented in a low-relief style suggesting silver work.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
plateresco

 , from 
platero

 ‘silversmith,’ from 
plata

 ‘silver.’






Plate River

 
/ˌplāt ˈrivər/





I.
 
a wide estuary on the Atlantic coast of South America at the border between Argentina and Uruguay that is formed by the confluence of the Paraná and Uruguay rivers. The cities of Buenos Aires and Montevideo lie on its shores. In 1939, it was the scene of a naval battle in which the British defeated the Germans.

Spanish name Río de la Plata
 .







– origin

 
Plate

 from Spanish 
plata

 ‘silver,’ exported from the region in the Spanish colonial period.






plate tectonics

 
//





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a theory explaining the structure of the earth's crust and many associated phenomena as resulting from the interaction of rigid lithospheric plates that move slowly over the underlying mantle.








II.
 
derivatives





plate-tectonic






adjective





















platform

 
/ˈplatfôrm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a raised level surface on which people or things can stand




•
 
there are viewing platforms where visitors may gape at the chasm.










2.
 
a raised floor or stage used by public speakers or performers so that they can be seen by their audience




•
 
earning her living on the concert platform.










3.
 
a raised structure along the side of a railroad track where passengers get on and off trains at a station.




4.
 
a raised structure standing in the sea from which oil or gas wells can be drilled or regulated.




5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a raised structure or orbiting satellite from which rockets or missiles may be launched.




6.
 
a standard for the hardware of a computer system, determining what kinds of software it can run.




7.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the declared policy of a political party or group




•
 
seeking election on a platform of low taxes.










8.
 
an opportunity to voice one's views or initiate action




•
 
the forum will provide a platform for discussion of communication issues.










9.
 
a shoe with very thick soles




•
 
a pair of chunky platforms




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
yellow platform shoes.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
plateforme

 ‘ground plan,’ literally ‘flat shape.’





platform bed






noun




a bed consisting of a mattress supported by a platform, which sometimes contains drawers for storage.













platform game






noun




a type of video game featuring two-dimensional graphics in which the player controls a character jumping or climbing between solid platforms at different positions on the screen.













Plath, Sylvia

 
/plaTH/






(1932–63), US poet; wife of Ted Hughes. Her life was marked by periods of severe depression, and her work is notable for its treatment of extreme and painful states of mind. In 1963, she committed suicide. Notable works: 
Ariel

 (1965) and 
The Bell Jar

 (1963).









plating

 
/ˈplādiNG/






noun



1.
 
a thin coating of gold, silver, or other metal.




2.
 
the process of applying a thin coating of gold, silver, or other metal.




3.
 
an outer covering of broad, flattish sections, typically of metal




•
 
the tractors carried steel plating for protection.










4.
 
the process of knitting two yarns together so that each yarn appears mainly on one side of the finished piece.













platinize

 
/ˈplatnˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
platinized

 )


1.
 
coat (something) with platinum.








II.
 
derivatives





platinization

 
/ˌplatn-iˈzāSHən /






noun





















platinoid

 
/ˈplatnˌoid/






noun




an alloy of copper with zinc, nickel, and sometimes tungsten, used for its high electrical resistance.














platinum

 
/ˈpladənəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Pt

 )
 — a precious silvery-white metal, the chemical element of atomic number 78. It was first encountered by the Spanish in South America in the 16th century and is used in jewelry, electrical contacts, laboratory equipment, and industrial catalysts.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the grayish-white or silvery color of platinum




•
 
a platinum wig.














II.
 
phrases





go platinum






(of a recording) achieve sales meriting a platinum disk.















– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of earlier 
platina

 , from Spanish, diminutive of 
plata

 ‘silver.’





platinum black






noun




platinum in the form of a finely divided black powder, used as a catalyst and absorbent for gases.













platinum blonde





I.
 
noun




a person with silvery-blond hair.








II.
 
adjective




(of hair) silvery blond.













platinum card

 


‹trademark›

 Platinum Card






noun




a credit card made available to individuals with high credit ratings, which carries certain privileges that are unavailable to holders of other cards.













platinum disk






noun




a framed disk of platinum awarded to a recording artist or group for sales of a recording exceeding one million copies (for albums) or two million copies (for singles).













platinum metals






plural noun






[Chemistry]

 the six metals platinum, palladium, ruthenium, osmium, rhodium, and iridium, which have similar properties and tend to occur together in nature.













platitude

 
/ˈpladəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a remark or statement, especially one with a moral content, that has been used too often to be interesting or thoughtful




•
 
she began uttering liberal platitudes.














II.
 
derivatives





platitudinize

 
/ˌpladəˈt(y)o͞odnˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
plat

 ‘flat.’





platitudinous

 
/ˌpladiˈt(y)o͞od(ə)nəs/






adjective




(of a remark or statement) used too often to be interesting or thoughtful; hackneyed




•
 
this may sound platitudinous.




















Plato

 
/ˈplādō/






(
c.

 429–
c.

 347 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. A disciple of Socrates and the teacher of Aristotle, he founded the Academy in Athens. His theory of “ideas” or “forms” contrasts abstract entities or 
universals

 with their objects or 
particulars

 in the material world. His philosophical writings are presented in the form of dialogues, and his political theories appear in the 
Republic

 .










platonic

 
/pləˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective




(of love or friendship) intimate and affectionate but not sexual




•
 
their relationship is purely platonic.














II.
 
derivatives





platonically

 
/pləˈtänək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Platonic
 , with reference to a discussion of love in the 
Symposium

 by Plato.






Platonic

 
/pləˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or associated with the Greek philosopher Plato or his ideas.




2.
 
confined to words, theories, or ideals, and not leading to practical action.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
Platōnikos

 , from 
Platōn

 ‘Plato.’ See also platonic
 .





Platonic solid






noun




one of five regular solids (a tetrahedron, cube, octahedron, dodecahedron, or icosahedron).













Platonism

 
/ˈplātnˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the philosophy of Plato or his followers.

See Plato
 .




2.
 
any of various revivals of Platonic doctrines or related ideas, especially Neoplatonism and Cambridge Platonism (a 17th-century attempt to reconcile Christianity with humanism and science).




3.
 
the theory that numbers or other abstract objects are objective, timeless entities, independent of the physical world and of the symbols used to represent them.








II.
 
derivatives





Platonist

 
/ˈplātnəst /






noun





















platoon

 
/pləˈto͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a subdivision of a company of soldiers, usually forming a tactical unit that is commanded by a lieutenant and divided into several sections.




2.
 
a group of people acting together




•
 
platoons of sharp lawyers.










3.
 
(in baseball and other sports) a pairing of two or more teammates who play the same position at different times




•
 
in 1982 the Orioles employed a productive left-field platoon of Lowenstein, Ayala, and Roenicke.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in baseball and other sports) have (an athlete) play in rotation with one or more teammates at the same position




•
 
he was underrated because of Stengel's platooning him with Woodling.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play a sport using platoon strategy




•
 
Polonia mostly platooned in his three years with the A's.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
peloton

 ‘platoon,’ literally ‘small ball,’ diminutive of 
pelote

 .





platoon sergeant






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Army intermediate in rank between a staff sergeant and a first sergeant.














Plattdeutsch

 
/ˈplatˌdoiCH/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Low German
 .











– origin

 German, from Dutch 
Platduits

 , from 
plat

 ‘flat, low’ + 
Duits

 ‘German.’





platter

 
/ˈpladər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large flat dish or plate, typically oval or circular in shape, used for serving food.




2.
 
a quantity of food served on a platter




•
 
huge 
platters of

 cold cuts.










3.
 
a meal or selection of food placed on a platter, especially one served in a restaurant




•
 
I'll have the seafood platter.










4.
 
something shaped like platter, especially of a circular shape, in particular




5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a phonograph record.




6.
 
the rotating metal disk forming the turntable of a record player.




7.
 


[Computing]

 a rigid rotating disk on which data is stored in a disk drive; a hard disk (considered as a physical object).








II.
 
phrases





on a (silver) platter








‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone receives or achieves something with little or no effort




•
 
you're being offered this opportunity on a silver platter.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
plater

 , from 
plat

 ‘large dish’ (see plate
 ).





Platte River

 
/ˌplat ˈrivər/






a river in southwestern Nebraska that is formed by the North Platte and South Platte rivers and flows for 310 miles (500 km) to join the Missouri River near Omaha.









Plattsburgh

 
/ˈplatsbərɡ/






a city in northeastern New York, on Lake Champlain, the site of battles during the 18th and 19th centuries; pop. 19,393 (est. 2008).










platy-





I.
 
combining form




broad; flat




•
 
platypus.

















– origin

 from Greek 
platus

 ‘broad, flat.’





platyfish

 
/ˈpladēˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a small livebearing freshwater fish of Mexico and Central America, popular in aquariums.

[Genus 
Xiphophorus

 , family 
Poeciliidae

 : several species, in particular 
X. maculatus

 , which has been bred in a wide variety of colors.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: colloquial abbreviation of modern Latin 
Platypoecilus

 (former genus name), from Greek 
platus

 ‘broad’ + 
poikilos

 ‘variegated.’





platyhelminth

 
/ˌpladēˈhelminTH/






noun






[Zoology]

 an invertebrate of the phylum 
Platyhelminthes

 ; a flatworm.













Platyhelminthes

 
/ˌpladēhelˈminTHēz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of invertebrates that comprises the flatworms.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from platy-
 ‘flat’ + Greek 
helminth

 ‘worm.’






platykurtic

 
/ˌpladiˈkərdik/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 (of a frequency distribution or its graphical representation) having less kurtosis than the normal distribution.

Compare with leptokurtic
 , mesokurtic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





platykurtosis

 
/-ikərˈtōsis /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from platy-
 ‘broad, flat’ + Greek 
kurtos

 ‘bulging’ + -ic
 .






platypus

 
/ˈpladəpəs/





I.
 
noun




a semiaquatic egg-laying mammal that frequents lakes and streams in eastern Australia. It has a sensitive pliable bill shaped like that of a duck, webbed feet with venomous spurs, and dense fur.

Also called duckbill platypus
 . [
Ornithorhynchus anatinus

 , the only member of the family 
Ornithorhynchidae

 , order 
Monotremata

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
platupous

 ‘flatfooted,’ from 
platus

 ‘flat’ + 
pous

 ‘foot.’






platyrrhine

 
/ˈpladəˌrīn ˈplad(ə)rən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to primates of a group that comprises the New World monkeys, marmosets, and tamarins. They are distinguished by having nostrils that are far apart and directed forward or sideways, and typically have a prehensile tail.

Compare with catarrhine
 .








II.
 
noun




a platyrrhine primate.

[Infraorder 
Platyrrhini

 , order 
Primates

 : families 
Cebidae

 and 
Callitrichidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from platy-
 ‘flat’ + Greek 
rhis

 , 
rhin-

 ‘nose’ + -ine
 1
 .





platysma

 
/pləˈtizmə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a broad sheet of muscle fibers extending from the collarbone to the angle of the jaw.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
platusma

 ‘flat piece, plate.’





plaudits

 
/ˈplôdəts/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
praise




•
 
the network has received plaudits for its sports coverage.










2.
 
the applause of an audience




•
 
the plaudits for the winner died down.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
plaudit

 shortened from Latin 
plaudite

 ‘applaud!’ (said by Roman actors at the end of a play), imperative plural of 
plaudere

 .





plausibility

 
/ˌplôzəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of seeming reasonable or probable




•
 
he offers no support for the plausibility of his theory.



















plausible

 
/ˈplôzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an argument or statement) seeming reasonable or probable




•
 
a plausible explanation




•
 
it seems plausible that one of two things may happen.










2.
 
(of a person) skilled at producing persuasive arguments, especially ones intended to deceive




•
 
a plausible liar.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘deserving applause or approval’): from Latin 
plausibilis

 , from 
plaus-

 ‘applauded,’ from the verb 
plaudere

 .





plausibly

 
/ˈplôzəblē/






adverb




in a way that seems reasonable or probable




•
 
both candidates can plausibly claim victory is within their reach.



















Plautus, Titus Maccius

 
/ˈplôtəs/






(
c.

 250–184 
BC

 ), Roman comic playwright. Fantasy and imagination are more important than realism in the development of his plots, and his stock characters are often larger than life.










play

 
/plā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in activity for enjoyment and recreation rather than a serious or practical purpose




•
 
the children were playing outside




•
 
her friends were 
playing with

 their dolls.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in (a game or activity) for enjoyment




•
 
I want to play Monopoly.










3.
 
amuse oneself by engaging in imaginative pretense




•
 
the boys were playing cops and robbers.










4.
 
(
play at

 )
 — engage in without proper seriousness or understanding




•
 
stars who play at being ordinary.










5.
 
(
play with

 )
 — treat inconsiderately for one's own amusement




•
 
she likes to play with people's emotions.










6.
 
(
play with

 )
 — fiddle or tamper with




•
 
has somebody been playing with the thermostat?










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in (a sport)




•
 
I play softball and tennis.










8.
 
participate in (an athletic match or contest)




•
 
the Red Sox will play two games on Wednesday.










9.
 
compete against (another player or team) in an athletic match or contest




•
 
the team will play France on Wednesday.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be cooperative




•
 
he needs financial backing, but the bank won't play.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be part of a team, especially in a specified position, in a game




•
 
he played shortstop.










12.
 
strike (a ball) or execute (a stroke) in a game.




13.
 
assign to take part in an athletic contest, especially in a specified position




•
 
the manager will want to play the right-handed Curtis.










14.
 
move (a piece) or display (a playing card) in one's turn in a game




•
 
he played his queen.










15.
 
bet or gamble at or on




•
 
he didn't play the ponies.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — represent (a character) in a theatrical performance or on film




•
 
she played Ophelia.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform in a theatrical production or on film




•
 
he was proud to be playing opposite a famous actor.










18.
 
put on or take part in (a theatrical performance or concert)




•
 
the show was one of the best we ever played.










19.
 
give a dramatic performance at (a particular theater or place).




20.
 
behave as though one were (a specified type of person)




•
 
the skipper played the innocent, but smuggled goods were found on his vessel.










21.
 
(
play someone for

 )
 — treat someone as being of (a specified type)




•
 
don't imagine you can play me for a fool.










22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform on (a musical instrument)




•
 
we heard someone playing a harmonica




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a pianist who will play for us.










23.
 
possess the skill of performing upon (a musical instrument)




•
 
he taught himself to play the violin.










24.
 
produce (notes) from a musical instrument; perform (a piece of music)




•
 
they played a violin sonata.










25.
 
make (a music player, disc, radio, etc.) produce sounds.




26.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a musical instrument, music player, radio, etc.) produce sounds




•
 
somewhere within, a harp was playing.










27.
 
accompany (someone) with music as they are moving in a specified direction




•
 
the bagpipes played them out of the dining room.










28.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move lightly and quickly, so as to appear and disappear; flicker




•
 
a smile played about her lips.










29.
 
(of a fountain or similar source of water) emit a stream of gently moving water.




30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (a fish) to exhaust itself pulling against a line before reeling it in.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
activity engaged in for enjoyment and recreation, especially by children




•
 
a child 
at play

 may use a stick as an airplane.










2.
 
behavior or speech that is not intended seriously




•
 
I flinched, but only 
in play

 .










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — designed to be used in games of pretense; not real




•
 
play families are arranged in play houses.










4.
 
the conducting of an athletic match or contest




•
 
rain interrupted the second day's play.










5.
 
the action or manner of engaging in a sport or game




•
 
he maintained the same rhythm of play throughout the game.










6.
 
the status of the ball in a game as being available to be played according to the rules




•
 
the ball was put in play.










7.
 
the state of being active, operative, or effective




•
 
luck 
comes into play

 .










8.
 
a move or maneuver in a sport or game




•
 
the best play is to lead the 3 of clubs.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 gambling.




10.
 
a dramatic work for the stage or to be broadcast




•
 
the actors put on a new play.










11.
 
the space in or through which a mechanism can or does move




•
 
the steering rack was loose, and there was a little play.










12.
 
scope or freedom to act or operate




•
 
our policy allows the market to have freer play.










13.
 
light and constantly changing movement




•
 
the artist exploits the play of light across the surface.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make a play for








‹informal›

 attempt to attract or attain.









2.
 
make (great) play of (or with)






draw attention to in an ostentatious manner, typically to gain prestige or advantage




•
 
the company made great play of its recent growth in profits.















3.
 
not playing with a full deck






see deck
 .









4.
 
play ball






see ball
 1
 .









5.
 
play both ends against the middle






keep one's options open by supporting or favoring opposing sides.









6.
 
play something by ear





a.
 
perform music without having to read from a score.




b.
 
(
play it by ear

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 proceed instinctively according to results and circumstances rather than according to rules or a plan.









7.
 
play by the rules






follow what is generally held to be the correct line of behavior.









8.
 
play one's cards close to one's chest






see chest
 .









9.
 
play one's cards right (or well)






see card
 1
 .









10.
 
play ducks and drakes with






see ducks and drakes
 .









11.
 
play fair






observe principles of justice; avoid cheating.









12.
 
play someone false






prove treacherous or deceitful toward someone.









13.
 
play fast and loose






behave irresponsibly or immorally.









14.
 
play favorites








(N. Amer.)

 show favoritism toward someone or something.









15.
 
play the field






see field
 .









16.
 
play for time






use specious excuses or unnecessary maneuvers to gain time.









17.
 
play the game






see game
 .









18.
 
play God






see God
 .









19.
 
play havoc with






see havoc
 .









20.
 
play hell






see hell
 .









21.
 
play hookey






see hooky
 1
 .









22.
 
play a (or one's) hunch






make an instinctive choice.









23.
 
play into someone's hands






act in such a way as to unintentionally give someone an advantage.









24.
 
play it cool








‹informal›

 make an effort to be or appear to be calm and unemotional.









25.
 
play the market






speculate in stocks.









26.
 
a play on words






a pun.









27.
 
play a part






make a contribution to a situation




•
 
social and economic factors may have also played a part




•
 
he personally wanted to thank those nurses and staff who had 
played a part in

 his recovery.















28.
 
play (or play it) safe






take precautions; avoid risks.









29.
 
play to the gallery






see gallery
 .









30.
 
play a trick (or joke) on






behave in a deceptive or teasing way toward.









31.
 
play truant






see truant
 .









32.
 
play with oneself








‹informal›

 masturbate.









33.
 
play with fire






take foolish risks.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
play around (or about)





a.
 
behave in a casual, foolish, or irresponsible way




•
 
you shouldn't 
play around with

 a child's future.










b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a married person) have a love affair.









2.
 
play along






pretend to cooperate




•
 
she had to play along and be polite.















3.
 
play someone along








‹informal›

 deceive or mislead someone over a period of time.









4.
 
play something back






play sounds that one has recently recorded, especially to monitor recording quality.









5.
 
play something down






represent something as being less important than it in fact is




•
 
he tried to play down the seriousness of his illness.















6.
 
play someone off






bring people into conflict or competition for one's own advantage




•
 
detectives employ more than one informant so as to 
play

 one 
off against

 the other.















7.
 
play off






(of two teams or competitors) play an extra game or match to decide a draw or tie.









8.
 
play on






exploit (a weak or vulnerable point in someone)




•
 
he played on his opponent's nerves.















9.
 
play someone out






(usu. 
be played out

 )
 — drain someone of strength or life.









10.
 
play something out






act the whole of a drama; enact a scene or role.









11.
 
play something up






emphasize the extent or importance of something




•
 
the mystery surrounding his death was played up by the media.















12.
 
play up to






exploit, trade on, or make the most of.















– origin

 Old English 
pleg(i)an

 ‘to exercise,’ 
plega

 ‘brisk movement,’ related to Middle Dutch 
pleien

 ‘leap for joy, dance.’





playa1


 
/ˈplīə/





I.
 
noun




an area of flat, dried-up land, especially a desert basin from which water evaporates quickly.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘beach,’ from late Latin 
plagia

 .





playa2


 
/ˈplāə/






noun




see player
 (
sense

 1).













playable

 
/ˈplāəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be used or played




•
 
the game will be playable over the internet




•
 
the organ was just about playable




•
 
the CD is playable on your TV.










2.
 
(of a field, court, etc.) fit for playing on




•
 
we also made sure the course is playable in all types of weather




•
 
the newly completed second green will be playable soon.










3.
 
(of a ball in a game) able to be hit or kicked




•
 
he had no idea the ball was playable.














II.
 
derivatives





playability

 
/ˌplāəˈbilədē /






noun





















playact

 
/ˈplāakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in a play.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — act (a scene, role, etc.).




3.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
playacting

 )
 — engage in histrionic pretense




•
 
the defender indulged in some playacting after tumbling to the ground.














II.
 
derivatives





playactor

 
/ˈplāˌaktər /






noun





















playback

 
/ˈplāˌbak/






noun




the reproduction of previously recorded sounds or moving images.













playbill

 
/ˈplāˌbil/






noun



1.
 
a poster announcing a theatrical performance.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a theater program.













playbook

 
/ˈplāˌbo͝ok/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a book containing a sports team's strategies and plays, especially in football.













playboy

 
/ˈplāˌboi/





I.
 
noun




a wealthy man who spends his time enjoying himself, especially one who behaves irresponsibly or is sexually promiscuous.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘boy actor’): from play
 + boy
 . The current sense originated in the early 19th cent. in Irish English.





play-by-play

 
/ˈˌplā bī ˈplā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a detailed running commentary on an athletic contest




•
 
he provided play-by-play as well as interviews




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the play-by-play announcer.



















play date






noun




a date and time set by parents for children to play together.













player

 
/ˈplāər/






noun



1.
 
a person taking part in a sport or game




•
 
a tennis player.










2.
 
a person or body that is involved and influential in an area or activity




•
 
the country's isolationism made it a secondary player in world political events.










3.
 
(also 
playa

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a confident, successful man with many sexual partners




•
 
she's so wary of players, she's declared herself celibate.










4.
 
a person who plays a musical instrument




•
 
a guitar player.










5.
 
a device for playing recorded music




•
 
an MP3 player




•
 
a CD player.










6.
 
an actor.













Player, Gary

 
/ˈplāər/






(1936–), South African golfer. He won numerous championships including the Masters (1961, 1974, 1978), the PGA (1962, 1972), the US Open (1965), and the British Open (1959, 1968, 1974).









player piano






noun




a piano fitted with an apparatus enabling it to be played automatically by means of a rotating perforated roll.













playfellow

 
/ˈplāˌfelō/






noun




a playmate.













playful

 
/ˈplāfəl/






adjective



1.
 
fond of games and amusement; lighthearted




•
 
a playful tomboy who loves to dress up.










2.
 
intended for one's own or others' amusement rather than seriously




•
 
he gave me a playful punch on the arm.










3.
 
giving or expressing pleasure and amusement




•
 
the ballet accents the playful use of movement.



















playfully

 
/ˈplāf(ə)lē/






adverb




in a light-hearted manner




•
 
Lily laughed and playfully slapped him across the chest.



















playfulness

 
/ˈplāfəlnəs/






noun




the quality of being light-hearted or full of fun




•
 
images of childlike innocence and playfulness




•
 
her work displays a playfulness and sense of humor.



















playgoer

 
/ˈplāˌɡō(ə)r/






noun




a person who goes to the theater, especially regularly.













playground

 
/ˈplāˌɡround/






noun



1.
 
an outdoor area provided for children to play on, especially at a school or public park.




2.
 
a place where a particular group of people choose to enjoy themselves




•
 
the mountains are 
a playground for

 hang gliders.



















play group

 
/ˈplā ɡro͞op/






noun




a regular meeting of a group of preschool children, organized by parents for their children to take part in supervised creative and social play.













playhouse

 
/ˈplāˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a theater.




2.
 
a toy house for children to play in.













playing card

 
/ˈplāiNG ˌkärd/






noun




each of a set of rectangular pieces of cardboard or other material with an identical pattern on one side and different numbers and symbols on the other, used to play various games, some involving gambling. A standard deck contains 52 cards divided into four suits.













playing field

 
/ˈplāiNG ˌfēld/





I.
 
noun




a field used for outdoor team games.








II.
 
phrases





a level playing field






see level
 .

















playlet

 
/ˈplālət/






noun




a short play or dramatic piece.













playlist

 
/ˈplāˌlist/






noun



1.
 
a list of recorded songs or pieces of music chosen to be broadcast on a radio show or by a particular radio station.




2.
 
a list of digital files to be played on a portable media player, computer, etc.




•
 
you can stream tracks or save playlists to your phone to listen offline.



















playmaker

 
/ˈplāˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a player in a team game who leads attacks or brings other players on the same side into a position from which they could score.








II.
 
derivatives





playmaking

 
/-mākiNG /






noun





















playmate

 
/ˈplāˌmāt/






noun



1.
 
a friend with whom a child plays.




2.
 
used euphemistically to refer to a person's lover.













playoff

 
/ˈplāˌôf/






noun



1.
 
an additional game or period of play that decides the outcome of a tied contest




•
 
a sudden-death playoff was required to settle the tournament.










2.
 
(
playoffs

 )
 — a series of contests played to determine the winner of a championship, as between the leading teams in different divisions or leagues




•
 
Chandler was credited with taking his team to the playoffs.



















playpen

 
/ˈplāˌpen/






noun




a small portable enclosure in which a baby or small child can play safely.













playroom

 
/ˈplāˌro͞om ˈplāˌro͝om/






noun




a room in a house that is set aside for children to play in.













playscape

 
/ˈplāˌskāp/






noun




a designed and integrated set of playground equipment, often made of wood.













playsuit

 
/ˈplāˌso͞ot/






noun




an all-in-one stretchy garment for a baby or very young child, covering the body, arms, and legs.













play therapy





I.
 
noun




therapy in which emotionally disturbed children are encouraged to act out their fantasies and express their feelings through play, aided by a therapist's interpretations.








II.
 
derivatives





play therapist






noun





















plaything

 
/ˈplāˌTHiNG/






noun



1.
 
a toy.




2.
 
a person treated as amusing but unimportant by someone else




•
 
she was the mistress and plaything of a wealthy businessman.



















playtime

 
/ˈplāˌtīm/






noun




time for play or recreation.













playwright

 
/ˈplāˌrīt/






noun




a person who writes plays.













playwriting

 
/ˈplāˌrīdiNG/






noun




the activity or process of writing plays.














plaza

 
/ˈplazə ˈpläzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a public square, marketplace, or similar open space in a built-up area.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a shopping center.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a service area on a highway, typically with a gas station and restaurants.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘place.’





plc

 
/ˌpēˌelˈsē /

 
PLC






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 public limited company.














plea

 
/plē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a request made in an urgent and emotional manner




•
 
he made a dramatic plea for disarmament.










2.
 
a claim that a circumstance means that one should not be blamed for or should not be forced to do something




•
 
her plea of a headache was not entirely false.










3.
 


[Law]

 a formal statement by or on behalf of a defendant or prisoner, stating guilt or innocence in response to a charge, offering an allegation of fact, or claiming that a point of law should apply




•
 
he changed his plea to not guilty.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘lawsuit’): from Old French 
plait

 , 
plaid

 ‘agreement, discussion,’ from Latin 
placitum

 ‘a decree,’ neuter past participle of 
placere

 ‘to please.’





plea bargaining

 
/ˈplē ˌbärɡəniNG/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 an arrangement between a prosecutor and a defendant whereby the defendant pleads guilty to a lesser charge in the expectation of leniency.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plea-bargain






verb













2.
 
plea bargain






noun






















pleach

 
/plēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
pleached

 )


1.
 
entwine or interlace (tree branches) to form a hedge or provide cover for an outdoor walkway




•
 
an avenue of pleached limes.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from an Old French variant of 
plaissier

 (see plash
 2
 ).






plead

 
/plēd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — make an emotional appeal


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they 
pleaded with

 Carol to come home again




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Don't go,” she pleaded




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
Anne pleaded to go with her.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — present and argue for (a position), especially in court or in another public context




•
 
using cheap melodrama to plead the case for three prisoners.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 address a court as an advocate on behalf of a party.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 state formally in court whether one is guilty or not guilty of the offense with which one is charged




•
 
he pleaded guilty to the drug charge.










5.
 


[Law]

 invoke (a reason or a point of law) as an accusation or defense




•
 
on trial for attempted murder, she pleaded self-defense.










6.
 
offer or present as an excuse for doing or not doing something




•
 
he pleaded family commitments as a reason for not attending.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pleader

 
/ˈplēdər /






noun













2.
 
pleadingly

 
/ˈplēdiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘to wrangle’): from Old French 
plaidier

 ‘resort to legal action,’ from 
plaid

 ‘discussion’ (see plea
 ). / 
usage:

 In a court of law, a person can 
plead guilty

 or 
plead not guilty

 . The phrase 
plead innocent

 , although commonly found in general use, is not a technical legal term. Note that one pleads guilty to (not of) an offense, and may be found guilty of an offense. See also usage at innocent
 .





pleadable

 
/ˈplēdəbəl/






adjective






[Law]

 able to be offered as a formal plea in court.













pleading

 
/ˈplēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of making an emotional or earnest appeal to someone




•
 
he ignored her pleading.










2.
 
(usu. 
pleadings

 )
 — 

[Law]

 a formal statement of the cause of an action or defense.













pleasance

 
/ˈplezəns/





I.
 
noun




a secluded enclosure or part of a garden, especially one attached to a large house.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasure’): from Old French 
plaisance

 , from 
plaisant

 ‘pleasing’ (see pleasant
 ).






pleasant

 
/ˈplez(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving a sense of happy satisfaction or enjoyment




•
 
a very pleasant evening




•
 
what a pleasant surprise!










2.
 
(of a person or their manner) friendly and considerate; likable




•
 
they found him pleasant and cooperative.














II.
 
derivatives





pleasantness

 
/ˈplez(ə)ntnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasing’): from Old French 
plaisant

 ‘pleasing,’ from the verb 
plaisir

 (see please
 ).





pleasantly

 
/ˈplezntlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an enjoyable or agreeable manner




•
 
the summer passed pleasantly




•
 
the water is pleasantly warm.










2.
 
in a friendly and considerate manner




•
 
she was greeted pleasantly by every passer-by




•
 
he smiled pleasantly and extended his arm for me to pass.



















Pleasanton

 
/ˈplesəntən/






a city in north central California, southeast of Oakland; pop. 66,828 (est. 2008).









pleasantry

 
/ˈplezntrē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pleasantries

 )


1.
 
an inconsequential remark made as part of a polite conversation




•
 
after an exchange of pleasantries, I proceeded to outline a plan.










2.
 
a mild joke




•
 
he laughed at his own pleasantry.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
plaisanterie

 , from Old French 
plaisant

 ‘pleasing’ (see pleasant
 ).





pleasant-sounding






adjective




producing an agreeable sound or impression




•
 
the tunes are pleasant-sounding




•
 
pleasant-sounding names.




















please

 
/plēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to feel happy and satisfied




•
 
he arranged a fishing trip to please his son




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 


it pleased

 him to be seen with someone in the news.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give satisfaction




•
 
she was quiet and eager to please.










3.
 
satisfy aesthetically.




4.
 
(
please oneself

 )
 — take only one's own wishes into consideration in deciding how to act or proceed




•
 
this is the first time in ages that I can just please myself.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — wish or desire to do something




•
 
feel free to wander around 
as you please

 .










6.
 
(
it pleases

 , 
pleased

 , etc., 
someone to do something

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 it is someone's choice to do something




•
 
instead of attending the meeting, it pleased him to go off hunting.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
used in polite requests or questions




•
 
please address letters to the Editor




•
 
what type of fish is this, please?










2.
 
used to add urgency and emotion to a request




•
 
please, please come home!










3.
 
used to agree politely to a request




•
 
“May I call you at home?” “Please do.”










4.
 
used in polite or emphatic acceptance of an offer




•
 
“Would you like a drink?” “Yes, please.”










5.
 
used to ask someone to stop doing something of which the speaker disapproves




•
 
Rita, please—people are looking.










6.
 
used to express incredulity or irritation




•
 
You cleaned out the barn in only two hours? Oh, please!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as —— as you please








‹informal›

 used to emphasize the manner in which someone does something, especially when this is seen as surprising




•
 
she walked forward as calm as you please.















2.
 
if you please





a.
 
used in polite requests




•
 
follow me, if you please.










b.
 
used to express indignation at something perceived as unreasonable




•
 
she wants me to make fifty cakes in time for the festival, if you please!


















IV.
 
derivatives





pleaser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
plaisir

 ‘to please,’ from Latin 
placere

 .





pleased

 
/plēzd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing pleasure and satisfaction, especially at an event or a situation




•
 
both girls were 
pleased with

 their new hairstyles




•
 
he seemed really 
pleased that

 she was there




•
 
a pleased smile.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — willing or glad to do something




•
 
we will be pleased to provide an independent appraisal.










3.
 
(
pleased with oneself

 )
 — proud of one's achievements, especially excessively so; self-satisfied




•
 
as he led the way, he looked very pleased with himself.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) pleased as Punch






see punch
 4
 .









2.
 
pleased to meet you






said on being introduced to someone




•
 
“This is my wife.” “Pleased to meet you.”























pleasing

 
/ˈplēziNG/






adjective




satisfying or appealing




•
 
the pleasing austerity of the surroundings.



















pleasingly

 
/ˈplēziNGlē/






adverb




in a satisfying or appealing manner




•
 
the music has little depth, but is conveyed pleasingly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the concept is pleasingly simple.



















pleasurable

 
/ˈpleZH(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




pleasing; enjoyable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pleasurableness






noun













2.
 
pleasurably

 
/ˈpleZH(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from pleasure
 , on the pattern of 
comfortable

 .






pleasure

 
/ˈpleZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of happy satisfaction and enjoyment




•
 
she smiled with pleasure at being praised.










2.
 
enjoyment and entertainment, contrasted with things done out of necessity




•
 
she had not traveled for pleasure for a long time.










3.
 
an event or activity from which one derives enjoyment




•
 
the car makes driving in the city a pleasure.










4.
 
sensual gratification.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used or intended for entertainment rather than business




•
 
pleasure boats.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give sexual enjoyment or satisfaction to




•
 
tell me what will pleasure you.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pleasure in

 )
 — derive enjoyment from




•
 
risky verbal exchanges that the pair might pleasure in.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at someone's pleasure






as and when someone wishes




•
 
the landlord could terminate the agreement at his pleasure.















2.
 
have the pleasure of something






used in formal requests and descriptions




•
 
he asked if he might have the pleasure of taking her to lunch.















3.
 
my pleasure






used as a polite reply to thanks




•
 
“Oh, thank you!” “My pleasure.”















4.
 
take pleasure in






derive happiness or enjoyment from




•
 
they take a perverse pleasure in causing trouble.















5.
 
what's your pleasure?






what would you like? (used especially when offering someone a choice)




•
 
“What's your pleasure?” “A cappuccino, please.”















6.
 
with pleasure






gladly (used to express polite agreement or acceptance).















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
plaisir

 ‘to please’ (used as a noun). The second syllable was altered under the influence of abstract nouns ending in 
-ure

 , such as 
measure

 .





pleasure-loving






adjective




enjoying activities that stimulate the senses rather than the intellect




•
 
they were a pleasure-loving people who enjoyed dancing and singing.



















pleasure principle

 
/ˈpleZHər ˈprinsəpəl/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the instinctive drive to seek pleasure and avoid pain, expressed by the id as a basic motivating force that reduces psychic tension.













pleasure seeker






noun




a person in search of amusement or enjoyment




•
 
in recent years, the island has been a magnet for pleasure seekers.



















pleasure-seeking






adjective




seeking amusement or enjoyment




•
 
a selfish, pleasure-seeking young man.




















pleat

 
/plēt/





I.
 
noun




a double or multiple fold in a garment or other item made of cloth, held by stitching the top or side.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fold into pleats




•
 
she was absently pleating her skirt between her fingers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
pleated

 )
 
a short pleated skirt.














III.
 
derivatives





pleater






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: a variant of plait
 . The written form of the word became obsolete between 
c.

 1700 and the end of the 19th cent.





pleather

 
/ˈpleT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




imitation leather made from polyurethane.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
polyurethane

 and 
leather

 .





pleb

 
/pleb/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 an ordinary person, especially one from the lower social classes.








II.
 
derivatives





plebby

 
/ˈplebē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally plural, from Latin 
plebs

 . Later a shortened form of plebeian
 .





plebe

 
/plēb/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a newly entered cadet or freshman, especially at a military academy.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of plebeian
 .






plebeian

 
/pləˈbēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Rome) a commoner.




2.
 
a member of the lower social classes.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or belonging to the commoners of ancient Rome.




2.
 
of or belonging to the lower social classes.




3.
 
lacking in refinement




•
 
he is a man of plebeian tastes.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
plebeius

 (from 
plebs

 , 
pleb-

 ‘the common people’) + -an
 .





plebiscite

 
/ˈplebəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the direct vote of all the members of an electorate on an important public question such as a change in the constitution.




2.
 


[Roman History]

 a law enacted by the plebeians' assembly.








II.
 
derivatives





plebiscitary

 
/pləˈbisəˌterē ˌplebəˈsīt(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (referring to Roman history): from French 
plébiscite

 , from Latin 
plebiscitum

 , from 
plebs

 , 
pleb-

 ‘the common people’ + 
scitum

 ‘decree’ (from 
sciscere

 ‘vote for’). The sense ‘direct vote of the whole electorate’ dates from the mid 19th cent.





Plecoptera

 
/pləˈkäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the stoneflies.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
plecoptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Plecoptera

 ; stoneflies.




III.
 
derivatives





plecopteran

 
/-tərən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
plekos

 ‘wickerwork’ (from 
plekein

 ‘to plait’) + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





plectrum

 
/ˈplektrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin flat piece of plastic, tortoiseshell, or other slightly flexible material held by or worn on the fingers and used to pluck the strings of a musical instrument such as a guitar.




2.
 
the corresponding mechanical part that plucks the strings of an instrument such as a harpsichord.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
plēktron

 ‘something with which to strike,’ from 
plēssein

 ‘to strike.’





pled

 
/pled/






past and past participle of plead
 .










pledge

 
/plej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solemn promise or undertaking


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the conference ended with a joint pledge to limit pollution.










2.
 
a promise of a donation to charity




•
 
the company's pledge of 10% of profits to environmental concerns.










3.
 
(
the pledge

 )
 — a solemn undertaking to abstain from alcohol




•
 
she persuaded Arthur to 
take the pledge

 .










4.
 


[Law]

 a thing that is given as security for the fulfillment of a contract or the payment of a debt and is liable to forfeiture in the event of failure.




5.
 
a thing given as a token of love, favor, or loyalty.




6.
 
a person who has promised to join a fraternity or sorority.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 the drinking to a person's health; a toast.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — commit (a person or organization) by a solemn promise


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the government pledged itself to deal with environmental problems.










2.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — formally declare or promise that something is or will be the case




•
 
the president pledged that 20,000 government buildings would have solar roofs.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — solemnly undertake to do something




•
 
they pledged to continue the campaign for funding.










4.
 
undertake formally to give




•
 
Japan pledged $100 million in humanitarian aid




•
 
to pledge allegiance.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 give as security on a loan




•
 
the creditor to whom the land is pledged.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — promise to join (a fraternity or sorority)




•
 
Francie and I pledged the same sorority.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 drink to the health of.








III.
 
phrases





pledge one's troth






see troth
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pledger

 
/ˈplejər /






noun













2.
 
pledgor

 
/ˈplejər /






noun




(
 — 

[Law]





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a person acting as surety for another): from Old French 
plege

 , from medieval Latin 
plevium

 , perhaps related to the Germanic base of plight
 1
 .





pledge drive






noun






(US)

 a fundraising campaign that encourages people to promise to make donations to a specific cause




•
 
Hawaii Public Radio's pledge drives were traditionally held over a 10-day period.



















pledgee

 
/pleˈjē/






noun




a person to whom a pledge is given.













Pledge of Allegiance






a solemn oath of loyalty to the US, declaimed as part of flag-saluting ceremonies.









pledget

 
/ˈplejət/





I.
 
noun




a small wad of absorbent cotton or other soft material used to stop up a wound or other opening in the body.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





pleiad

 
/ˈplēəd/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an outstanding group of seven people or things.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Pleiades
 .






Pleiades

 
/ˈplēədēz/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the seven daughters of the Titan Atlas and the Oceanid Pleione. They were pursued by the hunter Orion until Zeus changed them into a cluster of stars.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a well-known open cluster of stars in the constellation Taurus. Six (or more) stars are visible to the naked eye but there are actually some five hundred in the cluster, formed very recently in stellar terms.

Also called Seven Sisters
 .







– origin

 via Latin from Greek.





plein-air

 
/plānˈer/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or in the manner of a 19th-century style of painting outdoors, or with a strong sense of the open air, that became a central feature of French impressionism.











– origin

 from French 
en plein air

 ‘in the open air.’





pleiotropy

 
/plīˈätrəpē/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 the production by a single gene of two or more apparently unrelated effects.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pleiotropic

 
/ˌplīəˈtrōpik, -ˈträpik /






adjective













2.
 
pleiotropism

 
/ˌplīˈätrəˌpizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
pleiōn

 ‘more’ + 
tropē

 ‘turning.’






Pleistocene

 
/ˈplīstəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the first epoch of the Quaternary period, between the Pliocene and Holocene epochs.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Pleistocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Pleistocene epoch or the system of deposits laid down during it.





The Pleistocene epoch lasted from 1,640,000 to about 10,000 years ago. It was marked by great fluctuations in temperature that caused the ice ages, with glacial periods followed by warmer interglacial periods. Several extinct forms of human, forerunners of modern humans, appeared during this epoch.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pleistos

 ‘most’ + 
kainos

 ‘new.’





plenary

 
/ˈplenərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unqualified; absolute




•
 
crusaders were offered a plenary indulgence by the pope.










2.
 
(of a meeting) to be attended by all participants at a conference or assembly, who otherwise meet in smaller groups




•
 
a plenary session of the European Parliament.














II.
 
noun




a meeting or session attended by all participants at a conference or assembly.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
plenarius

 ‘complete,’ from 
plenus

 ‘full.’





plenipotentiary

 
/ˌplenəpəˈtenSHərē ˌplenəpəˈtenSHēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a person, especially a diplomat, invested with the full power of independent action on behalf of their government, typically in a foreign country.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having full power to take independent action


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
he represented the Japanese government in Seoul as minister plenipotentiary.










2.
 
(of power) absolute.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
plenipotentiarius

 , from 
plenus

 ‘full’ + 
potentia

 ‘power.’






plenitude

 
/ˈplenəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an abundance




•
 
the farm boasts 
a plenitude of

 animals and birds.










2.
 
the condition of being full or complete




•
 
the plenitude of the pope's powers.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
plenitudo

 , from 
plenus

 ‘full.’





plenteous

 
/ˈplen(t)ēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 plentiful.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plenteously

 
/ˈplen(t)ēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
plenteousness

 
/ˈplen(t)ēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
plentivous

 , from 
plentif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
plente

 ‘plenty.’ Compare with bounteous
 .





plentiful

 
/ˈplen(t)əfəl/





I.
 
adjective




existing in or yielding great quantities; abundant




•
 
the wine is good, cheap, and plentiful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plentifully

 
/ˈplen(t)əfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
plentifulness

 
/ˈplen(t)əfəlnəs /






noun





















plentitude

 
/ˈplen(t)əˌt(y)o͞od/






noun




another term for plenitude
 .













plenty

 
/ˈplen(t)ē/





I.
 
pronoun




a large or sufficient amount or quantity; more than enough




•
 
I would have 
plenty of

 time to get home




•
 
you'll have plenty to keep you busy




•
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 there was plenty room.














II.
 
noun




a situation in which food and other necessities are available in sufficiently large quantities




•
 
such natural phenomena as famine and plenty.














III.
 
adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize the degree of something




•
 
she has 
plenty more

 ideas.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘fullness, perfection’): from Old French 
plente

 , from Latin 
plenitas

 , from 
plenus

 ‘full.’





plenum

 
/ˈplenəm ˈplēnəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an assembly of all the members of a group or committee.

[influenced by Russian 
plenum

 ‘plenary session.’]




2.
 


[Physics]

 a space completely filled with matter, or the whole of space so regarded.




3.
 
an enclosed chamber where a treated substance collects for distribution, as heated or conditioned air through a ventilation system.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘full space,’ neuter of 
plenus

 ‘full.’






pleo-





I.
 
combining form




having more than the usual or expected number




•
 
pleomorphism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pleōn

 ‘more.’





pleochroic

 
/ˌplēəˈkrōik/





I.
 
adjective




(of a crystal) absorbing different wavelengths of light differently depending on the direction of incidence of the rays or their plane of polarization, often resulting in the appearance of different colors according to the direction of view.








II.
 
derivatives





pleochroism

 
/-ˈkrōˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pleo-
 ‘more’ + 
khrōs

 ‘color’ + -ic
 .





pleomorphism

 
/ˌplēəˈmôrfizəm/





I.
 
noun




the occurrence of more than one distinct form of a natural object, such as a crystalline substance, a virus, the cells in a tumor, or an organism at different stages of the life cycle.








II.
 
derivatives





pleomorphic

 
/-fik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pleiōn

 ‘more’ + 
morphē

 ‘form’ + -ism
 .





pleonasm

 
/ˈplēəˌnazəm/





I.
 
noun




the use of more words than are necessary to convey meaning (e.g., 
see with one's eyes

 ), either as a fault of style or for emphasis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pleonastic

 
/ˌplēəˈnastik /






adjective













2.
 
pleonastically

 
/ˌplēəˈnastək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
pleonasmos

 , from 
pleonazein

 ‘be superfluous.’





pleonexia

 
/ˌplēəˈneksēə/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 extreme greed for wealth or material possessions; avarice.








II.
 
derivatives





pleonectic






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Greek, from 
pleonektein

 ‘be greedy,’ from 
pleiōn

 ‘more’ + 
ekhein

 ‘have.’






pleopod

 
/ˈplēəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a forked swimming limb of a crustacean, five pairs of which are typically attached to the abdomen.

Also called swimmeret
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
plein

 ‘swim, sail’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





pleroma

 
/pləˈrōmə/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
(in Gnosticism) the spiritual universe as the abode of God and of the totality of the divine powers and emanations.




2.
 
(in Christian theology) the totality or fullness of the Godhead that dwells in Christ.








II.
 
derivatives





pleromatic

 
/ˌplerəˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
plērōma

 ‘that which fills,’ from 
plēroun

 ‘make full,’ from 
plērēs

 ‘full.’





plesiosaur

 
/ˈplēsēəˌsôr/





I.
 
noun




a large extinct marine reptile of the Mesozoic era, with a broad flat body, large paddlelike limbs, and typically a long flexible neck and small head.

[Infraorder 
Plesiosauria

 , superorder 
Sauropterygia

 : several families, including 
Plesiosauridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Plesiosaurus

 , from Greek 
plēsios

 ‘near’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





plethora

 
/ˈpleTHərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
a plethora of

 )
 — a large or excessive amount of (something)




•
 
a plethora of committees and subcommittees.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 an excess of a bodily fluid, particularly blood.








II.
 
derivatives





plethoric

 
/ˈpleTHərik pləˈTHôrik /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›

 
[Medicine]





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the medical sense): via late Latin from Greek 
plēthōrē

 , from 
plēthein

 ‘be full.’ / 
usage:

 Strictly, a 
plethora

 is not just an abundance of something, it is an excessive amount. However, the new, looser sense is now so dominant that it must be regarded as part of standard English.





plethysmograph

 
/pləˈTHizməˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an instrument for recording and measuring variation in the volume of a part of the body, especially as caused by changes in blood pressure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plethysmographic

 
/pləˌTHizməˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
plethysmography

 
/ˌpleTHizˈmäɡrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
plēthusmos

 ‘enlargement’ (based on 
plēthus

 ‘fullness’) + -graph
 .





pleura1


 
/ˈplo͝orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of serous membranes lining the thorax and enveloping the lungs in humans and other mammals.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a lateral part in an animal body or structure.

Compare with pleuron
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pleural

 
/ˈplo͝orəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek, literally ‘side of the body, rib.’





pleura2


 
/ˈplo͝orə/






plural form of pleuron
 .









pleurisy

 
/ˈplo͝orəsē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the pleurae, which impairs their lubricating function and causes pain when breathing. It is caused by pneumonia and other diseases of the chest or abdomen.








II.
 
derivatives





pleuritic

 
/plo͞oˈridik plo͝oˈridik pləˈridik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pleurisie

 , from late Latin 
pleurisis

 , alteration of earlier Latin 
pleuritis

 , from Greek 
pleura

 ‘side of the body, rib.’





pleuro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the pleura or pleurae




•
 
pleuropneumonia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pleura

 ‘side,’ 
pleuron

 ‘rib.’






pleuron

 
/ˈplo͝orän/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the sidewall of each segment of the body of an arthropod.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘side of the body, rib.’





pleuropneumonia

 
/ˌplo͝orəˌn(y)o͞oˈmōnēə/






noun




pneumonia complicated with pleurisy.













Pleven

 
/ˈplevən/






an industrial town in northern Bulgaria, northeast of Sofia; pop. 112,372 (2008). An important fortress town and trading center of the Ottoman Empire, it was taken from the Turks by the Russians in the Russo-Turkish War of 1877, after a siege of 143 days.









plew

 
/plo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a beaver skin, used as a standard unit of value in the fur trade.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Canadian French 
pélu

 ‘hairy,’ from French 
poil

 ‘hair, bristle.’





Plexiglas

 
/ˈpleksiˌɡlas /

 
plexiglas
 , plexiglass





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a solid transparent plastic made of polymethyl methacrylate (the same material as perspex or Lucite).











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
plēxis

 ‘percussion’ + glass
 .





plexor

 
/ˈpleksər /

 
plessor





I.
 
noun




a small hammer with a rubber head used to test reflexes and in medical percussion.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
plēxis

 ‘percussion’ (from 
plēssein

 ‘to strike’) + -or
 1
 .





plexus

 
/ˈpleksəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a network of nerves or vessels in the body.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 an intricate network or weblike formation.








II.
 
derivatives





plexiform

 
/ˈpleksəˌfôrm /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘plaited formation,’ past participle of 
plectere

 ‘to plait.’





plf.

 
plff.






abbreviation




plaintiff.













pliability

 
/ˌplīəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being easily bent; flexibility




•
 
an excellent combination of strength, pliability, and elasticity.



















pliable

 
/ˈplīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easily bent; flexible




•
 
quality leather is pliable and will not crack.










2.
 
easily influenced




•
 
pliable teenage minds.














II.
 
derivatives





pliably

 
/ˈplīəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from 
plier

 ‘to bend’ (see ply
 1
 ).





pliant

 
/ˈplīənt/





I.
 
adjective




pliable




•
 
pliant willow stems




•
 


‹figurative›

 an economy pliant to political will.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pliancy

 
/ˈplīənsē /






noun













2.
 
pliantly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘bending,’ present participle of 
plier

 .





plica

 
/ˈplīkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 plicae or plicas)
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a fold or ridge of tissue.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a small lobe between the petals of a flower.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a densely matted condition of the hair.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from medieval Latin, ‘fold,’ from 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





plicate

 
/ˈplīˌkāt ˈplīkət/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 
[Geology]

 folded, crumpled, or corrugated.








II.
 
derivatives





plicated






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
plicatus

 ‘folded,’ past participle of 
plicare

 .





plication

 
/plīˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fold or corrugation.




2.
 
the manner of folding or condition of being folded.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
plicatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





plié

 
/plēˈā /

 

‹Ballet›






I.
 
noun




a movement in which a dancer bends the knees and straightens them again, usually with the feet turned out and heels firmly on the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a plié.











– origin

 French, literally ‘bent,’ past participle of 
plier

 (see also ply
 1
 ).





pliers

 
/ˈplīərz /

 
a pair of pliers





I.
 
plural noun




pincers with parallel, flat, and typically serrated surfaces, used chiefly for gripping small objects or bending wire.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dialect 
ply

 ‘bend,’ from French 
plier

 ‘to bend,’ from Latin 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’






plight1


 
/plīt/





I.
 
noun




a dangerous, difficult, or otherwise unfortunate situation




•
 
we must direct our efforts toward relieving the plight of children living in poverty.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
plit

 ‘fold.’ The 
-gh-

 spelling is by association with plight
 2
 .






plight2


 
/plīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 pledge or promise solemnly (one's faith or loyalty).




2.
 
(
be plighted to

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 be engaged to be married to.








II.
 
phrases





plight one's troth






see troth
 .















– origin

 Old English 
plihtan

 ‘endanger,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
plicht

 and German 
Pflicht

 ‘duty.’ The current sense is recorded only from Middle English, but is probably original, in view of the related Germanic words.





plimsoll

 
/ˈplimsəl ˈplimsōl /

 
plimsole





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a light rubber-soled canvas shoe, worn especially for sports.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from the resemblance of the side of the sole to a Plimsoll line
 .






Plimsoll line

 
/ˈplimsəl ˌlīn ˈplimˌsôl ˌlīn /

 
Plimsoll mark





I.
 
noun




a marking on a ship's side showing the limit of submersion legal under various conditions.











– origin

 named after Samuel 
Plimsoll

 (1824–98), the English politician whose agitation in the 1870s resulted in the Merchant Shipping Act of 1876, intended to end the practice of sending to sea overloaded and heavily insured old ships, from which the owners profited if they sank.





Plinian

 
/ˈplīnēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a type of volcanic eruption in which a narrow stream of gas and ash is violently ejected from a vent to a height of several miles.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
pliniano

 , with reference to the eruption of Vesuvius in 
AD

 79, in which Pliny the Elder died.





plink

 
/pliNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit a short, sharp, metallic or ringing sound.




2.
 
play a musical instrument in such a way as to produce short, sharp, ringing sounds.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 shoot at (a can, bottle, or similar target).








II.
 
noun




a short, sharp, metallic or ringing sound.








III.
 
derivatives





plinky






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: imitative.





plinth

 
/plinTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy base supporting a statue or vase.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 the lower square slab at the base of a column.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
plinthus

 , from Greek 
plinthos

 ‘tile, brick, squared stone.’ The Latin form was in early use in English.





Pliny1


 
/ˈplinē/






(23–79), Roman statesman and scholar; Latin name 
Gaius Plinius Secundus

 ; known as 
Pliny the Elder

 . His 
Natural History

 (77) is a vast encyclopedia of the natural and human worlds. He died while observing the eruption of Vesuvius.









Pliny2


 
/ˈplinē/






(
c.

 61–
c.

 112), Roman senator and writer; nephew of Pliny the Elder; Latin name 
Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus

 ; known as 
Pliny the Younger

 . He is noted for his books of letters that deal with both public and private affairs and that include a description of the eruption of Vesuvius in 79.









Pliocene

 
/ˈplīəˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the last epoch of the Tertiary period, between the Miocene and Pleistocene epochs.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Pliocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Pliocene epoch or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Pliocene epoch lasted from 5.2 million to 1.64 million years ago. Temperatures were falling at this time and many mammals became extinct. The first hominids, including 
Australopithecus

 and 
Homo habilis

 , appeared.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pleiōn

 ‘more’ + 
kainos

 ‘new.’





Plio–Pleistocene

 
/ˌplīəˈplīstəˌsēn, ˌplīōˈplīstəˌsēn/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or linking the Pliocene and Pleistocene epochs or rock systems together.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Plio–Pleistocene

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Pliocene and Pleistocene epochs together or the system of rocks deposited during them.













pliosaur

 
/ˈplīəˌsôr/





I.
 
noun




a plesiosaur with a short neck, large head, and massive toothed jaws.

[Family 
Pliosauridae

 , infraorder 
Plesiosauria

 : several genera, including 
Pliosaurus

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pliosaurus

 (genus name), from Greek 
pleiōn

 ‘more’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard’ (because of its greater similarity to a lizard than the ichthyosaur).





plissé

 
/plēˈsā, pli-/





I.
 
adjective




(of fabric) treated to give a permanent puckered or crinkled effect.








II.
 
noun




material treated so as to be permanently puckered or crinkled.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘pleated,’ past participle of 
plisser

 .





pln.






abbreviation




plain.













PLO






abbreviation




Palestine Liberation Organization.













plod

 
/pläd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk doggedly and slowly with heavy steps




•
 
we plodded back up the hill




•
 


‹figurative›

 talks on a new constitution have plodded on.










2.
 
work slowly and perseveringly at a dull task




•
 
we were plodding through a textbook.














II.
 
noun




a slow, heavy walk




•
 
he settled down to a steady plod.














III.
 
derivatives





plodder

 
/ˈplädər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably symbolic of a heavy gait.





plodding

 
/ˈplädiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slow-moving and unexciting




•
 
a plodding comedy drama.










2.
 
(of a person) thorough and hard-working but lacking in imagination or intelligence.








II.
 
derivatives





ploddingly






adverb






















-ploid





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 denoting the number of sets of chromosomes in a cell




•
 
triploid.

















– origin

 based on 
(ha)ploid

 and 
(di)ploid

 .





ploidy

 
/ˈploidē/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 the number of sets of chromosomes in a cell, or in the cells of an organism.











– origin

 1940s: from words such as 
(di)ploidy

 and 
(poly)ploidy

 .





Ploieşti

 
/plôˈyeSHt(ē) /






an oil-refining city in central Romania, north of Bucharest; pop. 231,620 (2006).









plongeur

 
/ˌplôNˈZHər, plänˈjər/





I.
 
noun




a person employed to wash dishes and carry out other menial tasks in a restaurant or hotel.











– origin

 French, literally ‘person who plunges.’





plonk1


 
/pläNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set down heavily or carelessly




•
 
she plonked her glass on the table.










2.
 
(
plonk oneself

 )
 — sit down heavily and without ceremony




•
 
he plonked himself down on the sofa.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play on a musical instrument laboriously or unskillfully




•
 
people plonking around on expensive instruments.














II.
 
noun




a sound as of something being set down heavily




•
 
he sat down with a plonk.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally dialect): imitative; compare with plunk
 .





plonk2


 
/pläNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 cheap wine of inferior quality.











– origin

 1930s (originally Australian): probably an alteration of 
blanc

 in French 
vin blanc

 ‘white wine.’






plop

 
/pläp/





I.
 
noun




a short sound as of a small, solid object dropping into water without a splash.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
fall or cause to fall with a plop


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the stone plopped into the pond




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she plopped a sugar cube into the cup.










2.
 
(
plop oneself down

 )
 — sit or lie down gently but clumsily




•
 
he plopped himself down on the nearest chair.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative.






plosion

 
/ˈplōZHən/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 the sudden release of air in the pronunciation of a plosive consonant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: shortening of explosion
 .






plosive

 
/ˈplōziv /

 

‹Phonetics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a consonant that is produced by stopping the airflow using the lips, teeth, or palate, followed by a sudden release of air.








II.
 
noun




a plosive speech sound. The basic plosives in English are 
t

 , 
k

 , and 
p

 (voiceless) and 
d

 , 
g

 , and 
b

 (voiced).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of explosive
 .






plot

 
/plät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plan made in secret by a group of people to do something illegal or harmful


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
there's a plot to overthrow the government.










2.
 
the main events of a play, novel, movie, or similar work, devised and presented by the writer as an interrelated sequence.




3.
 
a small piece of ground marked out for a purpose such as building or gardening




•
 
a vegetable plot.










4.
 
a graph showing the relation between two variables.




5.
 


(chiefly US)

 a diagram, chart, or map.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secretly make plans to carry out (an illegal or harmful action)




•
 
the two men are serving sentences for plotting a bomb campaign




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Erica has been 
plotting against

 me all along.










2.
 
devise the sequence of events in (a play, novel, movie, or similar work).




3.
 
mark (a route or position) on a chart




•
 
he started to plot lines of ancient sites.










4.
 
mark out or allocate (points) on a graph.




5.
 
make (a curve) by marking out a number of points on a graph.




6.
 
illustrate by use of a graph




•
 
it is possible to plot fairly closely the rate at which recruitment of girls increased.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
lose the plot








‹informal›

 lose one's ability to understand or cope with what is happening




•
 
many people believe that he is feeling the strain or has lost the plot.















2.
 
the plot thickens






see thicken
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





plotless

 
/ˈplätləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun), of unknown origin. The sense ‘secret plan,’ dating from the late 16th cent., is associated with Old French 
complot

 ‘dense crowd, secret project,’ the same term being used occasionally in English from the mid 16th cent. Compare with plat
 1
 .





Plotinus

 
/pləˈtīnəs/






(
c.

 205–270), philosopher, probably of Roman descent. He was the founder and leading exponent of Neoplatonism.









plot line






noun




the course or main features of a narrative such as the plot of a play, novel, or movie




•
 
the plot line might be too complex for audiences to follow.



















plotter

 
/ˈplädər/






noun



1.
 
someone who secretly makes plans to do something illegal or harmful; a conspirator




•
 
the trial of alleged coup plotters.










2.
 
a piece of equipment that marks out points on a chart




•
 
a GPS chart plotter.



















Plott hound

 
/ˈplät ˌhound/





I.
 
noun




a hunting dog with a smooth brindle or black coat and large drooping ears. Developed from German stock, it is the only recognized coonhound not descended from the foxhound.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after the Plott family of North Carolina, who developed the breed from wild boar hounds brought from Germany in 1750.





plot twist






noun




an unexpected development in a book, film, television program, etc.




•
 
I won't give the big plot twist away.



















plotty

 
/ˈplädē/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a novel, play, or movie) having an excessively elaborate or complicated plot.













plotz

 
/pläts/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 collapse or be beside oneself with frustration, annoyance, or other strong emotion




•
 
lots of directors plotz while making their films.

















– origin

 1960s: from Yiddish 
platsen

 , literally ‘to burst,’ from Middle High German 
platzen

 .





plotzed

 
/plätst/






adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 extremely drunk.













ploughman's lunch

 
/ˈploumənz ˌlən(t)SH/






noun






(Brit.)

 a meal of bread and cheese, typically with pickled vegetables and salad.














Plovdiv

 
/ˈplôvˌdif/






an industrial and commercial city in southern Bulgaria; pop. 347,600 (2008). Known to the ancient Greeks as Philippopolis and to the Romans as Trimontium, it assumed its present name after World War I.









plover

 
/ˈpləvər ˈplōvər/





I.
 
noun




a short-billed gregarious wading bird, typically found by water but sometimes frequenting grassland, tundra, and mountains.

[Family 
Charadriidae

 (the 
plover family

 ): several genera and numerous species, esp. the 
ringed plovers

 (
Charadrius

 ), 
golden plovers

 (
Pluvialis

 ), and lapwings (
Vanellus

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, based on Latin 
pluvia

 ‘rain.’






plow

 
/plou /

 


‹Brit.›

 plough





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large farming implement with one or more blades fixed in a frame, drawn by a tractor or by animals and used for cutting furrows in the soil and turning it over, especially to prepare for the planting of seeds.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a snowplow.




3.
 
(also 
plow pose

 )
 — a yoga pose assumed by lying on one's back and swinging one's legs over one's head until the outstretched feet approach or touch the floor




•
 
positions like plow and headstand can strain the neck.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn up the earth of (an area of land) with a plow, especially before sowing




•
 
Uncle Vic plowed his garden




•
 (as 
adj.

 
plowed

 )
 
a plowed field.










2.
 
cut (a furrow or line) with or as if with a plow




•
 
icebergs have plowed furrows on the seabed.










3.
 
(of a ship or boat) travel through (an area of water)




•
 
cruise liners plow the long-sailed routes.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a vehicle) move in a fast and uncontrolled manner




•
 
the car 
plowed into

 the side of a van.










5.
 
advance or progress laboriously or forcibly




•
 
they plowed their way through deep snow




•
 
the students are 
plowing through

 a set of grammar exercises.










6.
 
(
plow on

 )
 — continue steadily despite difficulties or warnings to stop




•
 
he plowed on, trying to outline his plans.










7.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 clear snow from (a road) using a snowplow




•
 
the roads weren't yet plowed.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 fail (an examination).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
plow a lonely (or one's own) furrow






follow a course of action in which one is isolated or in which one can act independently.









2.
 
put (or set) one's hand to the plow






embark on a task.

[with biblical allusion to Luke 9:62.]












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
plow something in/back





a.
 
plow grass or other material into the soil to enrich it.




b.
 
invest money in a business or reinvest profits in the enterprise producing them




•
 
savings made through greater efficiency will be plowed back into the service.















2.
 
plow under






bury in the soil by plowing.









3.
 
plow up





a.
 
till (soil) completely or thoroughly.




b.
 
uncover by plowing.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plowable






adjective













2.
 
plower

 
/ˈplou(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
plōh

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ploeg

 and German 
Pflug

 . The spelling 
plough

 became common in England in the 18th cent.; earlier (16th–17th centuries) the noun was normally spelled 
plough

 , the verb 
plow

 .





plowman

 
/ˈploumən /

 


‹Brit.›

 ploughman






noun




a person who uses a plow.













Plowright, Dame Joan

 
/ˈplouˌrīt/






(1929–), British actress. Her films include 
The Dressmaker

 (1988), 
Enchanted April

 (1992), and 
Tea with Mussolini

 (1999). She was married to Laurence Olivier 1961–89.










plowshare

 
/ˈplouˌSHer /

 


‹Brit.›

 ploughshare





I.
 
noun




the main cutting blade of a plow, behind the coulter.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
plowgh

 , an earlier spelling of plow
 + Old English 
scær

 , 
scear

 ‘plowshare’ (related to shear
 ).





ploy

 
/ploi/





I.
 
noun




a cunning plan or action designed to turn a situation to one's own advantage




•
 
the president has dismissed the referendum as a ploy to buy time.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally Scots and northern English in the senses ‘pastime,’ ‘escapade,’ and ‘a trick’): of unknown origin. The notion of ‘a calculated plan’ dates from the 1950s.





PLP






abbreviation




(in the UK) Parliamentary Labour Party.













PLR






abbreviation




(in the UK) Public Lending Right.













PLSS






abbreviation




portable life support system.













plu.






abbreviation




plural.













pluck

 
/plək/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take hold of (something) and quickly remove it from its place; pick




•
 
she plucked a blade of grass




•
 
he plucked a tape from the shelf.










2.
 
catch hold of and pull quickly




•
 
she plucked his sleeve




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
brambles 
plucked at

 her jeans.










3.
 
pull the feathers from (a bird's carcass) to prepare it for cooking.




4.
 
pull some of the hairs from (one's eyebrows) to make them look neater.




5.
 
quickly or suddenly remove someone from a dangerous or unpleasant situation




•
 
the baby was plucked from a grim foster home.










6.
 
sound (a musical instrument or its strings) with one's finger or a plectrum.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
spirited and determined courage.




2.
 
the heart, liver, and lungs of an animal as food.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





pluck up courage






see courage
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





plucker






noun




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a goose-plucker

























– origin

 late Old English 
ploccian

 , 
pluccian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Flemish 
plokken

 ; probably from the base of Old French 
(es)peluchier

 ‘to pluck.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun is originally boxers' slang.





plucky

 
/ˈpləkē/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing determined courage in the face of difficulties.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pluckily

 
/ˈpləkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
pluckiness

 
/ˈpləkēnəs /






noun






















plug

 
/pləɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an obstruction blocking a hole, pipe, etc.




•
 
somewhere in the pipes there is a plug of ice blocking the flow.










2.
 
a circular piece of metal, rubber, or plastic used to stop the drain of a bathtub or basin and keep the water in it.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a baby's pacifier.




4.
 
a mass of solidified lava filling the neck of an old volcano.




5.
 
(in gardening) a young plant or clump of grass with a small mass of soil protecting its roots, for planting in the ground.




6.
 
a device for making an electrical connection, especially between an appliance and a power supply, consisting of an insulated casing with metal pins that fit into holes in an outlet.




7.
 
short for spark plug
 .




8.
 


‹informal›

 a piece of publicity promoting a product, event, or establishment




•
 
he threw in a plug, boasting that the restaurant offered many entrées for under $5.










9.
 
a piece of tobacco cut from a larger cake for chewing.




10.
 
(also 
plug tobacco

 )
 — tobacco in large cakes designed to be cut for chewing.




11.
 


[Fishing]

 a lure with one or more hooks attached.




12.
 
short for fireplug
 .




13.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a tired or old horse.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
block or fill in (a hole or cavity)




•
 
trucks arrived loaded with gravel to plug the hole and clear the road.










2.
 
insert (something) into an opening so as to fill it




•
 
the baby plugged his thumb into his mouth.










3.
 


‹informal›

 mention (a product, event, or establishment) publicly in order to promote it




•
 
during the show he plugged his new record.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 shoot or hit (someone or something).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 proceed steadily and laboriously with a journey or task




•
 
during the years of poverty, he 
plugged away at

 his writing.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
plug the gap (or gaps)






provide something that is lacking in a particular situation




•
 
the new sanctions are meant to plug the gaps in the trade embargo.















2.
 
pull the plug






see pull
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
plug something in






connect an electrical appliance to a power supply by inserting a plug into an outlet.









2.
 
plug into





a.
 
(of an electrical appliance) be connected to another appliance by a plug inserted in an outlet.




b.
 
gain or have access to a system of computerized information




•
 
we plug into the research facilities available at the institute.










c.
 
become knowledgeable about and involved with




•
 
the workshops are a great way to plug into radical ideas and radical groups.


















V.
 
derivatives





plugger

 
/ˈpləɡər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
plugge

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





plug and play

 
/ˌpləɡ ən ˈplā/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to software or devices that are intended to work perfectly when first used or connected, without reconfiguration or adjustment by the user




•
 
a plug and play device




•
 
plug and play connectivity.














II.
 
noun




a standard for the connection of peripherals to personal computers, whereby a device only needs to be connected to a computer in order to be configured to work perfectly, without any action by the user.













plugboard

 
/ˈpləɡˌbôrd/






noun




a board containing several sockets into which plugs can be inserted to interconnect electric circuits, telephone lines, or computer components, by means of short lengths of wire.













plug-compatible

 
/ˌpləɡkəmˈpadəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




relating to computing equipment that is compatible with devices or systems produced by different manufacturers, to the extent that it can be plugged in and operated successfully.








II.
 
noun




a piece of computing equipment designed to be plug-compatible.













plug flow






noun






[Geology]

 
[Physics]

 the flow of a body of ice or viscous fluid with no shearing between adjacent layers; idealized flow without any mixing of particles of fluid.













plug fuse






noun




a fuse designed to be pushed into a socket in a panel or board.













plug gauge






noun




a gauge in the form of a plug, used for measuring the diameter of a hole.













plugged-in

 
/ˌpləɡdˈin/






adjective






‹informal›

 up to date; aware of the latest developments or trends.













plug-in

 
/ˈpləɡ ˌin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be connected by means of a plug




•
 
a plug-in telephone.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a module or software) able to be added to a system to give extra features or functions




•
 
a plug-in graphics card.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a plug-in module or plug-in software.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 an electric outlet for plugging in the block heater of a vehicle in order to keep the engine warm.













plug-ugly

 
/ˈpləɡ ˈəɡlē /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a thug or villain.








II.
 
adjective




very ugly




•
 
that was one plug-ugly dress.

















– origin

 by association with the verb plug
 in the informal sense ‘hit with the fist.’






plum

 
/pləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an oval fleshy fruit that is purple, reddish, or yellow when ripe and contains a flattish pointed pit.




2.
 
(also 
plum tree

 )
 — the deciduous tree that bears the plum.

[Several species in the genus 
Prunus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 , in particular 
P. domestica

 .]




3.
 
a reddish-purple color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a plum blazer.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a highly desirable attainment, accomplishment, or acquisition, typically a job




•
 
he landed a plum assistant producer's job.














II.
 
adverb






(chiefly US)

 variant spelling of plumb
 1
 :




•
 
the helicopter crashed plum on the cabins.

















– origin

 Old English 
plūme

 , from medieval Latin 
pruna

 , from Latin 
prunum

 (see prune
 1
 ).





plumage

 
/ˈplo͞omij/





I.
 
noun




a bird's feathers collectively.








II.
 
derivatives





plumaged






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a gray-plumaged bird

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
plume

 ‘feather.’






plumb1


 
/pləm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
measure (the depth of a body of water).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of water) be of a specified depth




•
 
at its deepest, the lake scarcely plumbed seven feet.










3.
 
explore or experience fully or to extremes




•
 
she had 
plumbed the depths of

 depravity.










4.
 
test (an upright surface) to determine the vertical.








II.
 
noun




a plumb bob.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 exactly




•
 
a bassoonist who sits plumb in the middle of the wind section.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 to a very high degree; extremely




•
 
they must both be plumb crazy.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 vertically




•
 
drapery fell from their human forms plumb down.














IV.
 
adjective




vertical




•
 
ensure that the baseboard is straight and plumb.














V.
 
phrases





out of plumb






not exactly vertical




•
 
the towers are inclined, from four to ten feet out of plumb.





















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘sounding lead’): via Old French from Latin 
plumbum

 ‘lead.’





plumb2


 
/pləm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
install and connect water and drainage pipes in (a building or room)




•
 
the house could not be plumbed at all.










2.
 
(
plumb something in

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 install an appliance and connect it to water and drainage pipes.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the sense ‘work as a plumber’): back-formation from plumber
 .





plumbago

 
/ˌpləmˈbāɡō/






noun



1.
 
old-fashioned term for graphite
 .

[early 17th cent. (denoting an ore such as galena containing lead): from Latin, from 
plumbum

 ‘lead.’ The sense ‘graphite’ arose through its use for pencil leads.]




2.
 
an evergreen flowering shrub or climber that is widely distributed in warm regions and grown elsewhere as a greenhouse or indoor plant.

[named from the color of the flowers.] [Genus 
Plumbago

 , family 
Plumbaginaceae

 .]













plumb bob






noun




a bob of lead or other heavy material forming the weight of a plumb line.













plumbeous

 
/ˈpləmbēəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Ornithology]

 of the dull gray color of lead.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
plumbeus

 ‘leaden’ (from 
plumbum

 ‘lead’) + -ous
 .






plumber

 
/ˈpləmər/





I.
 
noun




a person who installs and repairs the pipes and fittings of water supply, sanitation, or heating systems.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a person dealing in and working with lead): from Old French 
plommier

 , from Latin 
plumbarius

 , from 
plumbum

 ‘lead.’





plumber's helper

 
plumber's friend






noun






‹informal›

 a plunger.














plumbic

 
/ˈpləmbik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of lead with a valence of four; of lead (IV).

Compare with plumbous
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 caused by the presence of lead.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
plumbum

 ‘lead’ + -ic
 .





plumbing

 
/ˈpləmiNG/






noun



1.
 
the system of pipes, tanks, fittings, and other apparatus required for the water supply, heating, and sanitation in a building.




2.
 
the work of installing and maintaining plumbing systems.




3.
 


‹informal›

 used as a humorous euphemism for the excretory tracts and urinary system




•
 
I'd never discuss my plumbing with ladies.




















plumbism

 
/ˈpləmˌbizəm/






noun




technical term for lead poisoning
 .













plumbless

 
/ˈpləmləs/






adjective






‹literary›

 (of a body of water) extremely deep.













plumb line

 
/ˈpləm ˌlīn/






noun




a line with a plumb attached to it, used for finding the depth of water or determining the vertical on an upright surface.














plumbous

 
/ˈpləmbəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of lead with a valence of two; of lead(II).

Compare with plumbic
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
plumbosus

 ‘full of lead.’





plumb rule

 
/ˈpləm ˌro͞ol/






noun




a plumb line attached to a board, used by builders and surveyors.













plum duff

 
/ˌpləm ˈdəf/






noun




a rich, spiced flour pudding made with raisins or currants.













plume

 
/plo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, soft feather or arrangement of feathers used by a bird for display or worn by a person for ornament




•
 
a hat with a jaunty ostrich plume.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 a part of an animal's body that resembles a feather




•
 
the antennae are divided into large feathery plumes.










3.
 
a long cloud of smoke or vapor resembling a feather as it spreads from its point of origin




•
 
as he spoke, the word was accompanied by a white plume of breath.










4.
 
a mass of material, typically a pollutant, spreading from a source




•
 
a radioactive plume.










5.
 
(also 
mantle plume

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 a localized column of hot magma rising by convection in the mantle, believed to cause volcanic activity in hot spots, such as the Hawaiian Islands, away from plate margins.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — spread out in a shape resembling a feather




•
 
smoke plumed from the chimneys.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — decorate with or as if with feathers


(as 
adj.

 
plumed

 )


•
 
a plumed cap.










3.
 
(
plume oneself

 )
 — 

‹chiefly archaic›

 (of a bird) preen itself.




4.
 
feel a great sense of self-satisfaction about something




•
 
she 
plumed herself on

 being cosmopolitan.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plumeless






adjective













2.
 
plumelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













3.
 
plumery

 
/-mərē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pluma

 ‘down.’





Plumed Serpent






noun




a mythical creature depicted as part bird, part snake, in particular Quetzalcóatl, a god of the Toltec and Aztec civilizations having this form.













plume moth






noun




a small, slender, long-legged moth with narrow wings divided into feathery plumes. At rest, the wings are rolled and held out sideways, giving the moth the shape of a letter T.

[Family 
Pterophoridae

 : several genera.]













plumeria

 
/plo͞oˈmirēə/





I.
 
noun




a fragrant flowering tropical tree of a genus that includes frangipani.

[Genus 
Plumeria

 , family 
Apocynaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Charles 
Plumier

 (1646–1704), French botanist.





plummet

 
/ˈpləmət/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fall or drop straight down at high speed




•
 
a climber was killed when he plummeted 300 feet down an icy gully.










2.
 
decrease rapidly in value or amount




•
 
hardware sales plummeted.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a steep and rapid fall or drop.




2.
 
a plumb or plumb line.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
plommet

 ‘small sounding lead,’ diminutive of 
plomb

 ‘lead.’ The current verb sense dates from the 1930s.





plummy

 
/ˈpləmē/






adjective



1.
 
resembling a plum in taste, scent, or color




•
 
cozy reds and plummy blues.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person's voice) having an accent thought typical of the English upper classes.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 choice; highly desirable




•
 
there are some plummy roles for the taking here.



















plumose

 
/ˈplo͞omōs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 having many fine filaments or branches that give a feathery appearance.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
plumosus

 ‘full of down or feathers,’ from 
pluma

 ‘down.’





plump1


 
/pləmp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a full rounded shape




•
 
the berries were plump and sweet.










2.
 
slightly fat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shake or pat (a cushion or pillow) to adjust its stuffing and make it rounded and soft




•
 
she 
plumped up

 her pillows.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
plump up

 )
 — become rounder and fatter




•
 
stew the dried fruits gently until they plump up.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plumpish






adjective













2.
 
plumply






adverb













3.
 
plumpy






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘blunt, forthright’): related to Middle Dutch 
plomp

 , Middle Low German 
plump

 , 
plomp

 ‘blunt, obtuse, blockish.’ The sense has become appreciative, perhaps by association with plum
 .






plump2


 
/pləmp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set down heavily or unceremoniously




•
 
she plumped her bag on the table.










2.
 
(
plump oneself

 )
 — sit down heavily or unceremoniously




•
 
she plumped herself down in the nearest seat




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he plumped down on the bench beside me.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
plump for

 )
 — decide definitely in favor of (one of two or more possibilities)




•
 
offered a choice of drinks, he plumped for brandy.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an abrupt plunge; a heavy fall.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 with a sudden or heavy fall




•
 
she sat down plump on the bed.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 directly and bluntly




•
 
he must tell her plump and plain that he was collecting unemployment.

















– origin

 late Middle English: related to Middle Low German 
plumpen

 , Middle Dutch 
plompen

 ‘fall into water,’ probably of imitative origin.





plumpness

 
/ˈpləmpnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of having a full rounded shape




•
 
the plumpness of the peaches.










2.
 
a person's quality of being slightly fat; chubbiness




•
 
she grew up being teased for her plumpness.



















plum pudding

 
/pləm ˈpo͝odiNG/





I.
 
noun




a rich boiled or steamed pudding containing raisins, currants, and spices.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: so named because the pudding was originally made with plums, the word 
plum

 being retained later to denote ‘raisin,’ which became a substituted ingredient.





plum tomato

 
/pləm təˈmādō/






noun




a tomato of an Italian variety that is shaped like a plum, typically used in cooking rather than raw.













plumule

 
/ˈplo͞omyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the rudimentary shoot or stem of an embryo plant.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 a bird's down feather, numbers of which form an insulating layer under the contour feathers.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
plumule

 or Latin 
plumula

 ‘small feather,’ diminutive of 
pluma

 ‘down.’





plumy

 
/ˈplo͞omē/






adjective




resembling or decorated with feathers.













plunder

 
/ˈpləndər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal goods from (a place or person), typically using force and in a time of war or civil disorder




•
 
looters moved into the disaster area to plunder stores




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the invaders were back and ready to plunder.










2.
 
steal (goods), typically using force and in a time of disorder.




3.
 
take material from (artistic or academic work) for one's own purposes




•
 
we shall plunder related sciences to assist our research.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the violent and dishonest acquisition of property




•
 
the farmers suffered the inhumanity and indignities of pillage and plunder.










2.
 
property acquired illegally and violently




•
 
the army sacked the city and carried off huge quantities of plunder.














III.
 
derivatives





plunderer

 
/ˈplənd(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from German 
plündern

 , literally ‘rob of household goods,’ from Middle High German 
plunder

 ‘household effects.’ Early use of the verb was with reference to the Thirty Years’ War (1618–48), reflecting German usage; on the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642, the word and activity were associated with the forces under Prince Rupert.






plunge

 
/plənj/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — jump or dive quickly and energetically




•
 
our daughters whooped as they 
plunged into

 the sea.










2.
 
fall suddenly and uncontrollably




•
 
a car swerved to avoid a bus and plunged into a ravine.










3.
 
embark impetuously on a speech or course of action




•
 
overconfident researchers who plunge ahead.










4.
 
suffer a rapid decrease in value




•
 
their fourth-quarter operating profit plunged 25%.










5.
 
(of a ship) pitch




•
 
the ship plunged through the 20-foot seas.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push or thrust quickly




•
 
he plunged his hands into his pockets.










7.
 
put (something) in liquid so as to immerse it completely




•
 
cover the cucumbers with boiling water and then plunge them into iced water.










8.
 
(often 
be plunged into

 )
 — suddenly bring into a specified condition or state




•
 
for a moment the scene was illuminated, then it was plunged back into darkness.










9.
 
sink (a plant or a pot containing a plant) in the ground.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of jumping or diving into water




•
 
we went straight from the sauna to take a cold plunge.










2.
 
a swift and drastic fall in value or amount




•
 
the bank declared a 76% plunge in its profits.














III.
 
phrases





take the plunge








‹informal›

 commit oneself to a course of action about which one is nervous.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
plungier

 ‘thrust down,’ based on Latin 
plumbum

 ‘lead, plummet.’





plunge pool

 
/ˈplənj ˌpo͞ol/






noun



1.
 
a deep basin excavated at the foot of a waterfall by the action of the falling water.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a small, deep swimming pool, typically one filled with cold water and used to refresh or invigorate the body after a sauna.













plunger

 
/ˈplənjər/






noun



1.
 
a device consisting of a rubber cup on a long handle, used to clear blocked pipes by means of water pressure.




2.
 
a part of a device or mechanism that works with a plunging or thrusting movement.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person who gambles or spends money recklessly.













plunge saw






noun




an electric saw with a projecting blade that can make precision cuts by plunging into dense materials.













plunging neckline

 
/plənjiNG ˈnekˌlīn/






noun




a low-cut neckline on a woman's dress.














plunk

 
/pləNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play a keyboard or plucked stringed instrument, especially in an inexpressive or unskilled way.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 hit (someone) abruptly.




3.
 
(also 
plank

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 put or set (something) down heavily or abruptly




•
 
she plunked her purse on top of the bar.










4.
 
pay (money) on the spot or abruptly




•
 
I gladly 
plunked down

 my ten dollars.










5.
 
(
plunk oneself down

 )
 — sit down in a hurried or undignified way




•
 
she plunks herself down on the stool.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the sound made by abruptly plucking a string of a stringed instrument.




2.
 


(US)

 a heavy blow.








III.
 
derivatives





plunker






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably imitative.





pluperfect

 
/ˌplo͞oˈpərfikt/





I.
 
adjective, noun



1.
 
another term for past perfect
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — more than perfect




•
 
they have one pluperfect daughter and are expecting an ideal little brother for her.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from modern Latin 
plusperfectum

 , from Latin 
(tempus praeteritum) plus quam perfectum

 ‘(past tense) more than perfect.’






plural

 
/ˈplo͝orəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
more than one in number




•
 
the meanings of the text are plural.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word or form) denoting more than one, or (in languages with dual number) more than two


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
the first person plural.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a plural word or form.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

[Grammar]

 the plural number




•
 
the verb is in the plural.














III.
 
derivatives





plurally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
plurel

 or Latin 
pluralis

 , from 
plus

 , 
plur-

 ‘more.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 An apostrophe may be used to form the plural of letters (r's) and numbers (7's), as well as single words referred to themselves (four the's in one sentence). It should not be used to form plurals of ordinary nouns: four apples, not four apple's. 
2

 The regular plurals of abbreviations and acronyms may be spelled by simply adding an s: CDs, MiGs. They may also, especially if periods are involved, employ an apostrophe: D.D.S.'s. 
3

 The plurals of proper names typically end in s or es, never with an apostrophe: the Smiths, the Joneses, the Rosses. See also usage at apostrophe
 1
 .






pluralism

 
/ˈplo͝orəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
a condition or system in which two or more states, groups, principles, sources of authority, etc., coexist.




2.
 
a form of society in which the members of minority groups maintain their independent cultural traditions.




3.
 
a political theory or system of power-sharing among a number of political parties.




4.
 
a theory or system of devolution and autonomy for individual bodies in preference to monolithic state control.




5.
 


[Philosophy]

 a theory or system that recognizes more than one ultimate principle.

Compare with monism
 .




6.
 
the practice of holding more than one office or church benefice at a time.













pluralist

 
/ˈplo͝orələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an advocate of a system in which two or more states, groups, principles, sources of authority, etc., coexist




•
 
religious pluralists.










2.
 
an advocate of devolution and autonomy for individual bodies in preference to monolithic state control




•
 
although attractive to pluralists, this vision of local democracy had its limitations.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 an advocate of a system of thought that recognizes more than one ultimate principle




•
 
there is evidence that some of the early Greek philosophers were philosophical pluralists.










4.
 
a member of the clergy who holds more than one ecclesiastical office at a time




•
 
today many Anglican clergy in rural areas are technically pluralists.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or advocating a system in which two or more states, groups, principles, sources of authority, etc., coexist




•
 
a tolerant, pluralist society.










2.
 
relating to or advocating devolution and autonomy for individual bodies in preference to monolithic state control




•
 
we believe in a pluralist democracy.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to a system of thought that recognizes more than one ultimate principle




•
 
pluralist feminist scientists.










4.
 
(of a member of the clergy) holding more than one ecclesiastical office at a time




•
 
pluralist clergy in the pre-Reformation parish system.



















pluralistic

 
/ˌplo͝orəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or advocating a system in which two or more states, groups, principles, sources of authority, etc., coexist




•
 
a multicultural pluralistic society where people's values are respected.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to a system of thought that recognizes more than one ultimate principle




•
 
the society is committed to a pluralistic approach to philosophy.














II.
 
derivatives





pluralistically

 
/ˌplo͝orəˈlistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















plurality

 
/plo͝oˈralədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or state of being plural




•
 
some languages add an extra syllable to mark plurality.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a large number of people or things




•
 
a plurality of critical approaches.










3.
 


(US)

 the number of votes cast for a candidate who receives more than any other but does not receive an absolute majority




•
 
his winning plurality came from creating a reform coalition.










4.
 
the number by which plurality exceeds the number of votes cast for the candidate who placed second.




5.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 another term for pluralism
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pluralite

 , from late Latin 
pluralitas

 , from Latin 
pluralis

 ‘relating to more than one’ (see plural
 ). / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
plurality

 and 
majority

 , see usage at majority
 .





pluralize

 
/ˈplo͝orəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become more numerous.




2.
 
cause to be made up of several different elements.




3.
 
give a plural form to (a word).








II.
 
derivatives





pluralization

 
/ˌplo͝orəliˈzāSHən /






noun






















pluri-





I.
 
combining form




several




•
 
pluripotent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
plus

 , 
plur-

 ‘more,’ 
plures

 ‘several.’





pluripotent

 
/ˌplo͝orəˈpōtnt/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of an immature or stem cell) capable of giving rise to several different cell types.











– origin

 1940s: from pluri-
 ‘several’ + Latin 
potent-

 ‘being able’ (see potent
 1
 ).





plus

 
/pləs/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
with the addition of




•
 
two plus four is six




•
 
he was awarded the full amount plus interest.










2.
 


‹informal›

 together with




•
 
all apartments have a small kitchen plus private bathroom.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — (after a number or amount) at least




•
 
companies put losses at $500,000 plus.










2.
 
(after a grade) better than




•
 
B plus.










3.
 
(before a number) above zero; positive




•
 
plus 60 degrees centigrade.










4.
 
having a positive electric charge.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
short for plus sign
 .




2.
 
a mathematical operation of addition.




3.
 
an advantage




•
 
knowing the language is a decided plus.














IV.
 
conjunction






‹informal›

 furthermore; also




•
 
it's packed full of medical advice, plus it keeps you informed about the latest research.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the plus side






used to introduce a positive statement




•
 
on the plus side, the staff are enthusiastic and good-natured.















2.
 
plus or minus






used to define the margin of error of an estimate or calculation




•
 
the coral was estimated to be 840 years old, plus or minus 40 years.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘more.’ / 
usage:

 The use of 
plus

 as a conjunction meaning ‘furthermore’ (plus, we will be pleased to give you personal financial advice) is considered informal and should be avoided in formal writing.





plus ça change

 
/ˌplo͞o sä ˈSHônZH/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express resigned acknowledgment of the fundamental immutability of human nature and institutions.











– origin

 French, from 
plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose

 ‘the more it changes, the more it stays the same.’





plus fours

 
/ˌpləs ˈfôrz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹dated›

 baggy knickers reaching below the knee, worn especially by men for playing golf.











– origin

 1920s: so named because the overhang at the knee requires an extra four inches of material.





plush

 
/pləSH/





I.
 
noun




a rich fabric of silk, cotton, wool, or a combination of these, with a long, soft nap


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
deep-buttoned plush upholstery.














II.
 
adjective




richly luxurious and expensive




•
 
the plush chrome and leather office.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plushly

 
/ˈpləSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
plushness

 
/ˈpləSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
pluche

 , contraction of 
peluche

 , from Old French 
peluchier

 ‘to pluck,’ based on Latin 
pilus

 ‘hair.’ The sense ‘luxurious’ dates from the 1920s.





plush velvet






noun




a kind of plush with a short, soft, dense nap, resembling velvet.













plushy

 
/ˈpləSHi /

 

‹US›






I.
 
adjective




made of or resembling plush; soft to the touch




•
 
her heels sank into the plushy carpet.














II.
 
noun




a soft toy.













plus-minus






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 a running total used as an indication of a player's effectiveness, calculated by adding one for each goal scored by the player's team in even-strength play while the player is on the ice, and subtracting one for each goal conceded.













plus-one






noun






‹informal›

 a person's guest at a social function.














plus sign

 
/ˈpləs ˌsīn/






noun




the symbol +, indicating addition or a positive value.













plus-size

 
/ˈpləssīz/






adjective




(of clothing or people) of a size larger than the normal range




•
 
a new line of plus-size bathing suits.



















Plutarch

 
/ˈplo͞otärk/






(
c.

 46–
c.

 120), Greek biographer and philosopher; Latin name 
Lucius Mestrius Plutarchus

 . He is chiefly known for 
Parallel Lives

 , a collection of biographies of prominent Greeks and Romans.









pluteus

 
/ˈplo͞odēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the planktonic larva of some echinoderms, being somewhat triangular with lateral projections.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘barrier’ (with reference to its shape).





Plutino

 
/plo͞oˈtēnō/





I.
 
noun




a small planetlike body orbiting the sun in the region of the Kuiper belt and in resonance with Neptune.











– origin

 1990s: from the name of Pluto
 (because of a similar orbit) + the Italian diminutive suffix 
-ino

 .






Pluto

 
/ˈplo͞odō/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the god of the underworld.

Also called Hades
 .




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a small planetary body orbiting the sun, discovered in 1930 by Clyde Tombaugh.

Pluto usually orbits beyond Neptune at an average distance of 5,900 million km from the sun, although its orbit is so eccentric that at perihelion it is closer to the sun than Neptune (as in 1979–99). Pluto is smaller than earth's moon (diameter about 2,250 km), but it has its own large satellite (Charon), and three other small moons. From the time of its discovery it was regarded as the ninth (outermost) planet of the solar system, but in the 1990s its unusual characteristics led astronomers to question its planetary nature. In August 2006, the International Astronomical Union formally declared Pluto to be a dwarf planet rather than a planet proper.







– origin

 via Latin from 
Ploutōn

 , the Greek name of the god of the underworld.





plutocracy

 
/plo͞oˈtäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
government by the wealthy.




2.
 
a country or society governed by the wealthy.




3.
 
an elite or ruling class of people whose power derives from their wealth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
plutocratic

 
/ˌplo͞odəˈkradik /






adjective













2.
 
plutocratically

 
/ˌplo͞otəˈkratiklē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
ploutokratia

 , from 
ploutos

 ‘wealth’ + 
kratos

 ‘strength, authority.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at aristocracy
 .





plutocrat

 
/ˈplo͞odəˌkrat/






noun






‹often derogatory›

 a person whose power derives from their wealth.













pluton

 
/ˈplo͞otän/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a body of intrusive igneous rock.











– origin

 1930s: back-formation from plutonic
 .





Plutonian

 
/plo͞oˈtōnēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or associated with the underworld.




2.
 
of or relating to the dwarf planet Pluto.














plutonic

 
/plo͞oˈtänik/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting igneous rock formed by solidification at considerable depth beneath the earth's surface.




2.
 
(
Plutonic

 )
 — relating to the underworld or the god Pluto.














plutonism

 
/ˈplo͞otnˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 the formation of intrusive igneous rock by solidification of magma beneath the earth's surface.




2.
 
(
Plutonism

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 
‹historical›

 the theory (now accepted) that rocks such as granite were formed by solidification from the molten state, as proposed by Scottish geologist James Hutton and others, rather than by precipitation from the sea.

Compare with Neptunism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Plutonist






noun, adjective




(
 — 

‹historical›























plutonium

 
/plo͞oˈtōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Pu

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 94, a dense silvery radioactive metal of the actinide series, used as a fuel in nuclear reactors and as an explosive in nuclear fission weapons. Plutonium only occurs in trace amounts in nature but is manufactured in nuclear reactors from uranium-238.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
Ploutōn

 ‘Pluto,’ on the pattern of 
neptunium

 , being the next planet beyond Neptune.





pluvial

 
/ˈplo͞ovēəl /

 

‹chiefly Geology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by rainfall.








II.
 
noun




a period marked by increased rainfall.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pluvialis

 , from 
pluvia

 ‘rain.’





Pluviose

 
/ˈplo͞ovēˌōs /

 
Pluviôse





I.
 
noun




the fifth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from January 20 to February 18.











– origin

 French 
Pluviôse

 , from Latin 
pluviosus

 ‘relating to rain.’






ply1


 
/plī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thickness or layer of a folded or laminated material.




2.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a strand of yarn or rope


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
four-ply yarn.










3.
 
the number of layers or strands of which something is made




•
 
the yarn can be any ply from two to eight.










4.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a reinforcing layer of fabric in a tire


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a six-ply whitewall tire.










5.
 
short for plywood
 .




6.
 
(in game theory) the number of levels at which branching occurs in a tree of possible outcomes, typically corresponding to the number of moves ahead (in chess strictly half-moves ahead) considered by a computer program.




7.
 
a half-move (i.e., one player's move) in computer chess.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fold’): from French 
pli

 ‘fold,’ from the verb 
plier

 , from Latin 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





ply2


 
/plī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work with (a tool, especially one requiring steady, rhythmic movements)




•
 
a tailor delicately plying his needle.










2.
 
work steadily at (one's business or trade); conduct




•
 
he plied a profitable export trade.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vessel or vehicle) travel regularly over a route, typically for commercial purposes




•
 
ferries ply across a strait to the island.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel over (a route) regularly for commercial purposes




•
 
the motion of the big tug as it plied the Jersey coastline.










5.
 
(
ply someone with

 )
 — provide someone with (food or drink) in a continuous or insistent way




•
 
a flight attendant who plied them with soft drinks.










6.
 
direct (numerous questions) at someone




•
 
the presiding judge plied him with a series of absurd questions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of apply
 .





Plymouth

 
/ˈpliməTH/





I.
 
a port and naval base in Devon, southwestern England; pop. 251,900 (est. 2009). In 1620 it was the scene of the Pilgrim Fathers' departure to North America in the 
Mayflower

 .




II.
 
a town in southeastern Massachusetts, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 55,705 (est. 2008). The site in 1620 of the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers, it was the earliest permanent European settlement in New England.




III.
 
a city in southeastern Minnesota, northwest of Minneapolis; pop. 71,486 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
the capital of the island of Montserrat in the Caribbean Sea. It was abandoned following the eruption of the Soufrière Hills volcano that began in 1995.









Plymouth Brethren






a strict Calvinistic religious body formed at Plymouth in England 
c.

 1830, having no formal creed and no official order of ministers. Its teaching emphasizes an expected millennium and members renounce many secular occupations, allowing only those compatible with New Testament standards.









Plymouth Rock1







a granite boulder at Plymouth, Massachusetts, onto which the Pilgrim Fathers are said to have stepped when they disembarked from the 
Mayflower

 .









Plymouth Rock2







noun




a chicken of a large domestic breed of American origin, having gray plumage with blackish stripes, and a yellow beak, legs, and feet.














plywood

 
/ˈplīˌwo͝od/






noun




a type of strong thin wooden board consisting of two or more layers glued and pressed together with the direction of the grain alternating, and usually sold in sheets of four by eight feet.














Plzeň

 
/ˈplˌzenyə/






Czech name for Pilsen
 .









Pm






symbol




the chemical element promethium.













PM





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Past Master.




2.
 
Paymaster.




3.
 
Police Magistrate.




4.
 
Postmaster.




5.
 
postmortem.




6.
 
Prime Minister.




7.
 
Provost Marshal.








II.
 
noun




(
pl.

 PMs)
 — 

‹informal›

 (in the context of Internet message boards) a private message, sent directly from one user to another




•
 
drop me a PM if you want more details.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 send (another user of an Internet message board) a private message




•
 
I'll PM you when I'm back online.



















p.m.

 
/ˌpēˈem/





I.
 
abbreviation




after noon, used after times of day between noon and midnight




•
 
at 3:30 p.m.

















– origin

 from Latin 
post meridiem

 .





PMG






abbreviation



1.
 
paymaster general.




2.
 
postmaster general.













pmk.






abbreviation




postmark.













PMS

 
/ˈˌpē em ˈes/






abbreviation




premenstrual syndrome.













PMSL






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 pissing myself laughing (used to express great amusement).













pmt.






abbreviation




payment.













p.n.






abbreviation




promissory note.













PNdB






abbreviation




perceived noise decibel(s).













pneum.






abbreviation



1.
 
pneumatic.




2.
 
pneumatics.













pneuma

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omə/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 (in Stoic thought) the vital spirit, soul, or creative force of a person.











– origin

 Greek, literally ‘that which is breathed or blown.’





pneumatic

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or operated by air or gas under pressure.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (chiefly of cavities in the bones of birds) containing air.




3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman) having large breasts




•
 
Lee and his pneumatic wife.










4.
 
of or relating to the spirit.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pneumatics

 )


1.
 
an item of pneumatic equipment.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pneumatically

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
pneumaticity

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməˈtisətē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
pneumatique

 or Latin 
pneumaticus

 , from Greek 
pneumatikos

 , from 
pneuma

 ‘wind,’ from 
pnein

 ‘breathe.’





pneumatic drill

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmadik dril/






noun




a large, heavy mechanical drill driven by compressed air, used for drilling into hard materials such as rock or concrete.













pneumatics

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physics or technology concerned with the mechanical properties of gases.













pneumato-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or containing air




•
 
pneumatophore.










2.
 
relating to the spirit




•
 
pneumatology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pneuma

 , 
pneumat-

 ‘wind, breath, spirit.’





pneumatology

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of Christian theology concerned with the Holy Spirit.








II.
 
derivatives





pneumatological

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omətəˈläjəkəl /






adjective





















pneumatolysis

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməˈtäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the chemical alteration of rocks and the formation of minerals by the action of hot magmatic gases.








II.
 
derivatives





pneumatolytic






adjective





















pneumatophore

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oˈmadəˌfôr/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the gas-filled float of some colonial coelenterates, such as the Portuguese man-of-war.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (in mangroves and other swamp plants) an aerial root specialized for gaseous exchange.














pneumo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or relating to the lungs




•
 
pneumogastric.










2.
 
of or relating to the presence of air or gas




•
 
pneumothorax.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 from Greek 
pneumōn

 ‘lung’; 
sense

 2 from Greek 
pneuma

 ‘air.’





pneumococcus

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium associated with pneumonia and some forms of meningitis.

[
Streptococcus pneumoniae

 , a Gram-positive diplococcus.]








II.
 
derivatives





pneumococcal






adjective





















pneumoconiosis

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōˌkōnēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disease of the lungs due to inhalation of dust, characterized by inflammation, coughing, and fibrosis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pneumo-
 ‘relating to the lungs’ + Greek 
konis

 ‘dust’ + -osis
 .





pneumocystis

 
/ˈn(y)o͞omōˌsistəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a parasitic protozoan that can cause fatal pneumonia in people affected with immunodeficiency disease.

[
Pneumocystis carinii

 , phylum 
Sporozoa

 .]













pneumoencephalography

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōinˌsefəˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a radiographic technique (now largely superseded) for examining the brain. It involved displacing the cerebrospinal fluid in the ventricles of the brain by air or oxygen, which served as a contrast medium.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pneumoencephalogram

 
/-enˈsefələˌɡram /






noun













2.
 
pneumoencephalographic

 
/ˌsefələˈɡrafik /






adjective





















pneumogastric

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōˈɡastrik/






adjective




of or relating to the lungs and stomach.













pneumonectomy

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōˈnektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of a lung or part of a lung.













pneumonia

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmōnyə/





I.
 
noun




lung inflammation caused by bacterial or viral infection, in which the air sacs fill with pus and may become solid. Inflammation may affect both lungs (
double pneumonia

 ), one lung (
single pneumonia

 ), or only certain lobes (
lobar pneumonia

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





pneumonic

 
/n(y)o͞oˈmänik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, from 
pneumōn

 ‘lung.’





pneumonitis

 
/ˌn(y)o͞oməˈnīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the walls of the alveoli in the lungs, usually caused by a virus.













pneumotachograph

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōˈtakəˌɡraf/






noun




an apparatus for recording the rate of airflow during breathing.













pneumothorax

 
/ˌn(y)o͞omōˈTHôraks/






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of air or gas in the cavity between the lungs and the chest wall, causing collapse of the lung.













PNG






abbreviation




Papua New Guinea.













p–n junction






noun






[Electronics]

 a boundary between p-type and n-type material in a semiconductor device, functioning as a rectifier.













PNP





I.
 
adjective






[Electronics]

 denoting a semiconductor device in which an n-type region is sandwiched between two p-type regions.








II.
 
abbreviation




(in computing) Plug and Play.













Po1


 
/pō/






a river in northern Italy. Italy's longest river, it rises in the Alps near the border with France and flows 415 miles (668 km) east to the Adriatic Sea.









Po2







symbol




the chemical element polonium.













PO






abbreviation



1.
 
Petty Officer.




2.
 
postal order.




3.
 
Post Office.




4.
 
purchase order.













po'

 
/pō, po͝oə, pô/






adjective






(US)

 short for poor
 , used to represent dialectal speech.














poach1


 
/pōCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (an egg), without its shell, in or over boiling water


(as 
adj.

 
poached

 )


•
 
a breakfast of poached egg and grilled bacon.










2.
 
cook by simmering in a small amount of liquid




•
 
poach the salmon in the white wine.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pochier

 , earlier in the sense ‘enclose in a bag,’ from 
poche

 ‘bag, pocket.’





poach2


 
/pōCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
illegally hunt or catch (game or fish) on land that is not one's own, or in contravention of official protection.




2.
 
take or acquire in an unfair or clandestine way




•
 
employers risk having their newly trained workers poached by other companies.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in ball games) take a shot that a partner or teammate would have expected to take.




4.
 
(of an animal) trample or cut up (turf) with its hoofs.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of land) become sodden by being trampled.








II.
 
phrases





poach on someone's territory






encroach on someone else's rights.















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘push roughly together’): apparently related to poke
 1
 ; sense 1 is perhaps partly from French 
pocher

 ‘enclose in a bag’ (see poach
 1
 ).





poacher1


 
/ˈpōCHər/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a pan for cooking eggs or other food by poaching




•
 
an egg poacher.



















poacher2


 
/ˈpōCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who hunts or catches game or fish illegally.




2.
 
(also 
goal poacher

 )
 — 

[Soccer]

 
‹informal›

 a player who is particularly skilled at taking fleeting chances to score goals




•
 
the young Ukrainian is a real goal poacher and can put away chances most strikers wouldn't even attempt




•
 
it was a good finish, a poacher's goal.














II.
 
phrases





poacher turned gamekeeper






someone who now protects the interests they previously attacked.

















poacher3


 
/ˈpōCHər/






noun




a small spiny fish that has an armor of overlapping plates and lives chiefly in cooler coastal waters.

[Family 
Agonidae

 : several genera and species.]













POB






abbreviation




post office box.













poblano

 
/pōˈblänō/





I.
 
noun




a large dark green chili pepper of a mild-flavored variety.











– origin

 Spanish.





Pocahontas

 
/ˌpōkəˈhän(t)əs/






(
c.

 1595–1617), American Indian; daughter of Powhatan, an Algonquian chief in Virginia. According to John Smith, she rescued him from death at the hands of her father. In 1612, she was seized as a hostage by the English, and she later married colonist 
John Rolfe

 .









Pocatello

 
/ˌpōkəˈtelō/






an industrial and commercial city in southeastern Idaho; pop. 54,901 (est. 2008).









pochard

 
/ˈpōCHərd/





I.
 
noun




a diving duck, the male of which typically has a reddish-brown head and a black breast.

[Genera 
Aythya

 and 
Netta

 , family 
Anatidae

 : five species, in particular the common 
A. ferina

 of Eurasia.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






pock

 
/päk/





I.
 
noun




a pockmark.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pocked

 
/päkt /






adjective













2.
 
pocky






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Old English 
poc

 ‘pustule,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pok

 and German 
Pocke

 . Compare with pox
 .






pocket

 
/ˈpäkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bag sewn into or on clothing so as to form part of it, used for carrying small articles.




2.
 
a pouchlike compartment providing separate storage space, for example in a suitcase.




3.
 
(often 
pockets

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or organization's financial resources




•
 
the food was all priced to suit the hard-up airman's pocket




•
 
our pockets are empty.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 the hollow in the center of a baseball glove or mitt where the ball can best be caught.




5.
 
an opening at the corner or on the side of a billiard table into which balls are struck.




6.
 
a small patch of something




•
 
some of the gardens still had pockets of dirty snow in them.










7.
 
a small, isolated group or area




•
 
there were pockets of disaffection in parts of the country.










8.
 


[Football]

 the protected area behind the offensive line from which the quarterback throws passes.




9.
 
(in bowling) the space between the head pin and the pin immediately behind it on the left or right.




10.
 
a cavity in a rock or stratum filled with ore or other distinctive component.




11.
 


[Aeronautics]

 an air pocket.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of a suitable size for carrying in a pocket




•
 
a pocket dictionary.










2.
 
on a small scale




•
 
a 6,000-acre pocket paradise.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put into one's pocket




•
 
she watched him lock up and pocket the key.










2.
 
take or receive (money or other valuables) for oneself, especially dishonestly




•
 
local politicians were found to have been pocketing the proceeds.










3.
 


[Billiards]

 drive (a ball) into a pocket.




4.
 
enclose as though in a pocket




•
 
the fillings can be pocketed in a pita bread.










5.
 
suppress (one's feelings) and proceed despite them




•
 
they were prepared to pocket their pride.










6.
 
block passage of (a bill) by a pocket veto.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in pocket





a.
 
having enough money or money to spare; having gained in a transaction.




b.
 
(of money) gained by someone from a transaction.









2.
 
in someone's pocket





a.
 
dependent on someone financially and therefore under their influence.




b.
 
very close to and closely involved with someone




•
 
I'm tired of towns where everyone lives in everyone else's pocket.















3.
 
line one's pockets






see line
 2
 .









4.
 
out of pocket





a.
 
having lost money in a transaction




•
 
the organizer of the concert was $15,000 out of pocket after it was canceled.










b.
 
(
out-of-pocket

 ) [as 
adj.

 
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an expense or cost) paid for directly rather than being put on account or charged to some other person or organization.









5.
 
put one's hand in one's pocket






spend or provide one's own money.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pocketable






adjective













2.
 
pocketful

 
/ˈpäkətˌfo͝ol /






noun




(
pl.

 pocketfuls)
 —












3.
 
pocketless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bag, sack,’ also used as a measure of quantity): from Anglo-Norman French 
poket(e

 ), diminutive of 
poke

 ‘pouch.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent. Compare with poke
 2
 .





pocket battleship

 
/ˈˌpäkət ˈbadlˌSHip/






noun




any of a class of cruisers with large-caliber guns, operated by the German navy in World War II.














pocket billiards






plural noun




a form of billiards played on a table with six pockets into which balls are shot for points.

Also called pool
 2
 .













pocketbook

 
/ˈpäkətˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a woman's handbag.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 one's financial resources




•
 
they provide packages for every taste and every pocketbook.










3.
 
(
pocket book

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a paperback or other small or cheap edition of a book.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a notebook.














pocketbook plant






noun




another term for calceolaria
 .













pocket borough






noun




(in the UK) a borough in which the election of political representatives was controlled by one person or family. Such boroughs were abolished by the Reform Acts of 1832 and 1867.













pocket-dial

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inadvertently call (someone) on a mobile phone in one's pocket, as a result of pressure being accidentally applied to a button or buttons on the phone




•
 
he pocket-dialed his main girl and she heard everything.














II.
 
noun




an inadvertent call made on a mobile phone in one's pocket, as a result of pressure being applied accidentally to a button or buttons on the phone




•
 
deputies said a pocket dial to 911 led them to an underage drinking party.



















pocket dialing

 


‹Brit.›

 pocket dialling






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the action of inadvertently calling someone on a mobile phone in one's pocket




•
 
pocket dialing is usually less of an issue with flip phones.



















pocketknife

 
/ˈpäkətˌnīf/






noun

 — (
pl.

 
pocketknives

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a knife with a folding blade or blades, suitable for carrying in a pocket.













pocket money

 
/ˈpäkət ˈmənē/






noun



1.
 
a small amount of money suitable for minor expenses.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a child's allowance.













pocket mouse






noun




a small nocturnal rodent with large cheek pouches for carrying food, native to the deserts of North and Central America.

[Genus 
Perognathus

 , family 
Heteromyidae

 : several species.]













pocket-sized

 
/ˈpäkətsīzd /

 
pocket-size






adjective




of a size suitable for carrying in a pocket; small




•
 
a truly pocket-sized camera with a lot of great features.



















pocket veto

 
/ˈpäkət ˈvēdō/






noun




an indirect veto of a legislative bill by the president or a governor by retaining the bill unsigned until it is too late for it to be dealt with during the legislative session.













pocket watch

 
/ˈpäkət ˌwäCH ˈpäkət ˌwôCH/






noun




a watch on a chain, intended to be carried in the pocket of a jacket or vest.













pockmark

 
/ˈpäkˌmärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pitted scar or mark on the skin left by a pustule or pimple.




2.
 
a scar, mark, or pitted area disfiguring a surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be pockmarked

 )


1.
 
cover or disfigure with pockmarks




•
 
the area is pockmarked by gravel pits




•
 (as 
adj.

 
pockmarked

 )
 
a pockmarked face.



















poco

 
/ˈpōkō, ˈpô-/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (in directions) a little; somewhat




•
 
poco adagio.

















– origin

 Italian.





poco a poco

 
/ˌpōkō ä ˈpōkō/






adverb






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) little by little; gradually.













Pocomania

 
/ˌpōkəˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




a Jamaican folk religion combining revivalism with ancestor worship and spirit possession.











– origin

 1930s: probably a Hispanicized form of a local word, the second element being interpreted as -mania
 .





Pocono Mountains

 
/ˌpōkənō ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Poconos






a range in northeastern Pennsylvania, noted for its resorts.









pod1


 
/päd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elongated seed vessel of a leguminous plant such as the pea, splitting open on both sides when ripe.




2.
 
the egg case of a locust.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a body of rock or sediment whose length greatly exceeds its other dimensions




•
 
pods of blue quartz in Virginia.










4.
 
a narrow-necked purse seine for catching eels.




5.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a detachable or self-contained unit on an aircraft, spacecraft, vehicle, or vessel, having a particular function




•
 
the torpedo's sensor pod contains a television camera.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant) bear or form pods




•
 
the peas have failed to pod.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (peas or beans) from their pods prior to cooking.








III.
 
derivatives





podlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: back-formation from dialect 
podware

 , 
podder

 ‘field crops,’ of unknown origin.





pod2


 
/päd/





I.
 
noun




a small herd or school of marine animals, especially whales.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.





POD






noun




short for print-on-demand
 :




•
 
POD enables publishers to take chances with authors.



















p.o.'d

 
PO'd
 , po'd






abbreviation






‹informal›

 pissed off




•
 
what was he po'd about?



















podagra

 
/pəˈdaɡrə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 gout of the foot, especially the big toe.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
podagral

 
/pəˈdaɡrəl ˈpädəɡrəl /






adjective













2.
 
podagric

 
/-rik /






adjective













3.
 
podagrous

 
/-rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + 
agra

 ‘seizure.’






podcast

 
/ˈpädˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a digital audio file made available on the Internet for downloading to a computer or portable media player, typically available as a series, new installments of which can be received by subscribers automatically.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a digital audio file) available as a podcast.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
podcastable






adjective













2.
 
podcaster

 
/ˈpädˌkastər /






noun



















– origin

 early 21st century: from iPod
 + broadcast
 .





podcasting

 
/ˈpädˌkastiNG/






noun




the practice of using the Internet to make digital recordings of broadcasts available for downloading to a computer or mobile device




•
 
for many, podcasting is a logical next step from blogging.




















podge

 
/päj /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, fat person.




2.
 
excess weight; fat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






Podgorica

 
/ˈpôdɡôˌrētsə/






the capital of Montenegro, in the southwest; pop. 142,500 (est. 2007). Under Turkish rule 1474–1878, it was named Titograd 1946–93 in honor of Marshal Tito.









podgy

 
/ˈpäjē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person or part of their body) somewhat fat; chubby.








II.
 
derivatives





podginess

 
/ˈpäjēnəs /






noun






















podiatry

 
/pəˈdīətrē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of the feet and their ailments.








II.
 
derivatives





podiatrist

 
/pəˈdīətrəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + 
iatros

 ‘physician.’






podium

 
/ˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small platform on which a person may stand to be seen by an audience, as when making a speech or conducting an orchestra.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a lectern.




3.
 
(in some sporting events) a structure consisting of three adjacent platforms of different heights, on which the competitors finishing in first, second, and third places receive their awards.




•
 
it was more than I could imagine to be up on the podium and singing the national anthem.










4.
 
a continuous projecting base or pedestal under a building.




5.
 
a raised platform surrounding the arena in an ancient amphitheater.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a competitor) finish first, second, or third, so as to appear on a podium for an award




•
 
I've had great results in the sprint and I've podiumed in the individual.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
podion

 , diminutive of 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





podocarp

 
/ˈpädəˌkärp/





I.
 
noun




a coniferous tree or shrub that is chiefly native to the southern hemisphere, widely grown as an ornamental or timber tree.

[Genus 
Podocarpus

 , family 
Podocarpaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Podocarpus

 , from Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





Podolsk

 
/pəˈdôlsk/






an industrial city in Russia, south of Moscow; pop. 180,000 (est. 2008).









Podunk

 
/ˈpōˌdəNGk/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a hypothetical small town regarded as typically dull or insignificant




•
 
she lived in a Podunk town notable for nothing except the girls' school where she taught art.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: a place name of southern New England, of Algonquian origin.





podzol

 
/ˈpädˌzäl ˈpädˌzôl /

 
podsol





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 an infertile acidic soil having an ashlike subsurface layer (from which minerals have been leached) and a lower dark stratum, occurring typically under temperate coniferous woodland.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
podzolic

 
/-ˈzôlik, -ˈzälik /






adjective













2.
 
podzolization

 
/ˌpädzələˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
podzolize

 
/ˈpädzəˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Russian, from 
pod

 ‘under’ + 
zola

 ‘ashes.’





Poe, Edgar Allan

 
/pō/






(1809–49), US short-story writer, poet, and critic. His fiction and poetry are Gothic in style and characterized by their exploration of the macabre and the grotesque. Notable works: 
“The Fall of the House of Usher”

 (1840), 
“The Murders in the Rue Morgue”

 (1841), 
and “The Raven”

 (1845).









poem

 
/ˈpōəm pōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of writing that partakes of the nature of both speech and song that is nearly always rhythmical, usually metaphorical, and often exhibits such formal elements as meter, rhyme, and stanzaic structure.




2.
 
something that arouses strong emotions because of its beauty




•
 
you make a poem of riding downhill on your bike.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
poème

 or Latin 
poema

 , from Greek 
poēma

 , early variant of 
poiēma

 ‘fiction, poem,’ from 
poiein

 ‘create.’






poesy

 
/ˈpōəzē ˈpōəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 poetry.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the art or composition of poetry.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
poesie

 , via Latin from Greek 
poēsis

 , variant of 
poiēsis

 ‘making, poetry,’ from 
poiein

 ‘create.’






poet

 
/ˈpōət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who writes poems.




2.
 
a person possessing special powers of imagination or expression.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poete

 , via Latin from Greek 
poētēs

 , variant of 
poiētēs

 ‘maker, poet,’ from 
poiein

 ‘create.’





poet.






abbreviation



1.
 
poetic; poetical.




2.
 
poetry.













poetaster

 
/ˈpōəˌtastər/





I.
 
noun




a person who writes inferior poetry.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
poeta

 ‘poet’ + -aster
 .





poète maudit

 
/pōˌet mōˈdē/





I.
 
noun




a poet who is insufficiently appreciated by their contemporaries.











– origin

 French, literally ‘cursed poet.’





poetess

 
/ˈpōətəs/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a female poet.











usage:

 See usage at -ess
 1
 .





poetic

 
/pōˈedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or used in poetry




•
 
the muse is a poetic convention.










2.
 
written in verse rather than prose




•
 
a poetic drama.










3.
 
having an imaginative or sensitively emotional style of expression




•
 
the orchestral playing was colorful and poetic.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
poétique

 , from Latin 
poeticus

 ‘poetic, relating to poets,’ from Greek 
po(i)ētikos

 , from 
po(i)ētēs

 (see poet
 ).





poetical

 
/pōˈedək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
relating to poetry




•
 
a poetical genius.










2.
 
written in verse rather than prose




•
 
the author of numerous poetical compositions.










3.
 
having an imaginative or sensitively emotional style of expression




•
 
highly poetical forms of speech.



















poetically

 
/pōˈediklē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of or in relation to poetry




•
 
he strove to express poetically the voice of the new country




•
 
a poetically talented artist.










2.
 
with an imaginative or sensitively emotional style of expression




•
 
a poetically phrased tribute.



















poeticize

 
/pōˈedəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make poetic in character.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — write or speak poetically.








II.
 
derivatives





poeticism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun





















poetic justice

 
/pōˈedik ˈjəstəs/






noun




the fact of experiencing a fitting or deserved retribution for one's actions




•
 
the noise was deafening and it was poetic justice when the amplifiers stalled just before the start.



















poetic license






noun




the freedom to depart from the facts of a matter or from the conventional rules of language when speaking or writing in order to create an effect




•
 
he used a little poetic license to embroider a good tale.



















poetics

 
/pōˈediks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the art of writing poetry.




2.
 
the study of linguistic techniques in poetry or literature.













poetize

 
/ˈpōəˌtīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 write or speak in verse or in a poetic style.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 represent in poetic form.














poet laureate

 
/ˌpōət ˈlôrēət/






noun



1.
 
an eminent poet traditionally appointed for life as a member of the British royal household.




2.
 
a poet appointed to, or regarded unofficially as holding, an honorary representative position in a particular country, region, or group




•
 
the poet laureate of young America.











In 1999, Andrew Motion was appointed poet laureate of Great Britain for a term of ten years, the first time in British history that the honor was not granted as a lifetime position. In the US, an unofficial poet laureateship has existed since 1937, although the position was not compensated until 1985, when the honorific title “Poetry Consultant to the Library of Congress” was changed to “Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry.” The first official American poet laureate was Robert Penn Warren, and since then the post has been filled by such well-known poets as Richard Wilbur, Howard Nemerov, Mark Strand, Robert Hass, and Robert Pinsky. The appointment is for one year only, with the possibility of renewal, and although the official duties are limited to one poetry reading and one public lecture, the poet laureate usually takes it upon himself or herself to promote poetry and to encourage its reading and appreciation.









poetry

 
/ˈpōətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
literary work in which special intensity is given to the expression of feelings and ideas by the use of distinctive style and rhythm; poems collectively or as a genre of literature




•
 
he is chiefly famous for his love poetry.










2.
 
a quality of beauty and intensity of emotion regarded as characteristic of poems




•
 
poetry and fire are nicely balanced in the music.










3.
 
something regarded as comparable to poetry in its beauty




•
 
the music department is housed in a building that is pure poetry.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
poetria

 , from Latin 
poeta

 ‘poet.’ In early use the word sometimes referred to creative literature in general.





poetry slam






noun




a competition using elimination rounds for the reading or performance of poetry.













Poets' Corner






part of Westminster Abbey in London where several poets are buried or commemorated.









po-faced

 
/ˈpōfāst/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 humorless and disapproving




•
 
don't be so po-faced about everything.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps from British slang 
po

 ‘chamber pot,’ influenced by 
poker-faced

 .





Pog

 
/päɡ, pôɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
Pogs

 )


1.
 
a cardboard or plastic disk printed with a design or picture, used in a children's game involving the flipping over of piles of such disks.




2.
 
(
Pogs

 )
 — a game played by flipping over small cardboard or plastic disks




•
 
a group of boys playing Pogs during recess.

















– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
passion fruit, orange, guava

 , a trademark for a juice drink originally made by a dairy on Maui, Hawaii: the lids of the drink provided the first game disks.






pogey

 
/ˈpōɡē/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 unemployment or welfare benefit




•
 
so you want me to end up 
on pogey

 ?

















– origin

 late 19th cent., hobo slang for 'workhouse': of unknown origin.





pogo

 
/ˈpōɡō/





I.
 
noun




a toy for jumping around on, consisting of a long, spring-loaded pole with a handle at the top and rests for a person's feet near the bottom.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 jump up and down as if on a pogo, typically as a form of dancing to certain types of rock music, especially punk.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





pogonophobia

 
/ˌpōɡənəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly humorous›

 extreme dislike of beards




•
 
my pogonophobia possibly stems from my inability to grow one.














II.
 
derivatives





pogonophobic






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pōgōn

 ‘beard’ + -phobia
 .





Pogonophora

 
/ˌpōɡəˈnäfərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of long deep-sea worms that live in upright tubes of protein and chitin. They lack mouths and guts, subsisting mainly on the products of symbiotic bacteria.




II.
 
derivatives





pogonophoran

 
/-rən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
pōgōn

 ‘beard’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





pogrom

 
/ˈpōɡrəm pəˈɡräm/





I.
 
noun




an organized massacre of a particular ethnic group, in particular that of Jews in Russia or eastern Europe.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Russian, literally ‘devastation,’ from 
gromit’

 ‘destroy by the use of violence.’





poi

 
/poi/





I.
 
noun




a Hawaiian dish made from the fermented root of the taro, which has been baked and pounded to a paste.











– origin

 of Polynesian origin.





poignancy

 
/ˈpoinyənsē/





I.
 
noun




the quality of evoking a keen sense of sadness or regret




•
 
the pregnancy has a special poignancy for her family.














II.
 
derivatives





poignance






noun





















poignant

 
/ˈpoin(y)ənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
evoking a keen sense of sadness or regret




•
 
a poignant reminder of the passing of time.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 sharp or pungent in taste or smell.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘pricking,’ present participle of 
poindre

 , from Latin 
pungere

 ‘to prick.’





poignantly

 
/ˈpoinyəntlē/






adverb




in a way that evokes a keen sense of sadness or regret




•
 
the experiences of the war are poignantly described




•
 
the girl's fate poignantly recalled his own dark childhood.



















poikilitic

 
/ˌpoikəˈlidik/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting the texture of an igneous rock in which small crystals of one mineral occur within crystals of another.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
poikilos

 ‘variegated’ + -ite
 1
 + -ic
 .





poikilo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
variegated




•
 
poikiloblastic.










2.
 
variable




•
 
poikilotherm.

















– origin

 from Greek 
poikilos

 ‘variegated, varied.’





poikiloblastic

 
/ˌpoiˌkēləˈblastik, -ˌkil-/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting the texture of a metamorphic rock in which small crystals of an original mineral occur within crystals of its metamorphic product.














poikilotherm

 
/poiˈkēləˌTHərm, -kil-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an organism that cannot regulate its body temperature except by behavioral means such as basking or burrowing.

Often contrasted with homeotherm
 ; compare with cold-blooded
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
poikilothermal

 
/ˌpoiˌkēləˈTHərməl, -ˌkil- /






adjective













2.
 
poikilothermic

 
/ˌpoiˌkēləˈTHərmik, -ˌkilə- /






adjective













3.
 
poikilothermy






noun





















poilu

 
/pwäˈl(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 an infantry soldier in the French army, especially one who fought in World War I.











– origin

 French, literally ‘hairy,’ by extension ‘brave,’ whiskers being associated with virility.





Poincaré map

 
/ˌpwänkəˈrā ˌmap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 a representation of the phase space of a dynamic system, indicating all possible trajectories.




2.
 
(also 
Poincaré section

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 the intersection of a Poincaré map representation with a given line, plane, etc.











– origin

 from the name of the French mathematician and philosopher of science Jules-Henri 
Poincaré

 (1854–1912).






poinciana

 
/ˌpoinsēˈanə, ˌp(w)än-/





I.
 
noun




a tropical tree of the pea family, with showy red or red and yellow flowers.

[Genera 
Caesalpinia

 and 
Delonix

 (formerly 
Poinciana

 ), family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, including the scarlet-flowered 
royal poinciana

 (
D. regia

 ), native to Madagascar.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, named after M. de 
Poinci

 , a 17th-cent. governor of the Antilles.





Poindexter

 
/ˈpoinˌdekstər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a boringly studious and socially inept person.











– origin

 1950s: the name of a character in the animated television series 
Felix the Cat

 , noted for his intelligence and use of scientific jargon.





poinsettia

 
/poinˈsedə poinˈsedēə/





I.
 
noun




a small Mexican shrub with large showy scarlet bracts surrounding the small yellow flowers, popular as a houseplant at Christmas.

[
Euphorbia pulcherrima

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after Joel R. 
Poinsett

 (1779–1851), American diplomat and amateur botanist.






point

 
/point/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tapered, sharp end of a tool, weapon, or other object




•
 
the point of his dagger




•
 
a pencil point.










2.
 


[Archaeology]

 a pointed flake or blade, especially one that has been worked.




3.
 
see glazier's point
 .




4.
 


[Ballet]

 another term for pointe
 .




5.
 


[Boxing]

 the tip of a person's chin as a spot for a blow.




6.
 
the prong of a deer's antler.




7.
 
a dot or other punctuation mark, in particular a period.




8.
 
a decimal point




•
 
fifty-five point nine.










9.
 
a dot or small stroke used in the alphabets of Semitic languages to indicate vowels or distinguish particular consonants.




10.
 
a very small dot or mark on a surface




•
 
the sky was studded with points of light.










11.
 
a particular spot, place, or position in an area or on a map, object, or surface




•
 
turn left at the point where you see a sign to Apple Grove




•
 
the furthermost point of the gallery




•
 
the check-in point.










12.
 
a particular moment in time or stage in a process




•
 
from this point onward, the teacher was completely won over.










13.
 
(usu. 
the point

 )
 — the critical or decisive moment




•
 
when it came to the point, he would probably do what was expected of him.










14.
 
(
the point of

 )
 — the verge or brink of (doing or being something)




•
 
she was 
on the point of

 leaving.










15.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a stage or level at which a change of state occurs




•
 
it is packed to the bursting point.










16.
 
(in geometry) something having position but not spatial extent, magnitude, dimension, or direction, for example the intersection of two lines.




17.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a wall outlet or jack




•
 
a telephone point.










18.
 
a single item or detail in an extended discussion, list, or text




•
 
you ignore a number of important points.










19.
 
an argument or idea put forward by a person in discussion




•
 
he 
made the point that

 economic regulation involves controls on pricing.










20.
 
(usu. 
the point

 )
 — the significant or essential element of what is intended or being discussed




•
 
it took her a long time to 
come to the point

 .










21.
 
[in 
sing.

 , usu. with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — advantage or purpose that can be gained from doing something




•
 
there was 
no point in

 denying the truth




•
 


what's the point of

 having things I don't need?










22.
 
relevance or effectiveness.




23.
 
a distinctive feature or characteristic, typically a good one, of a person or thing




•
 
he has his good points.










24.
 
(in sports and games) a mark or unit of scoring




•
 
he scored 13 of his team's final 19 points against Houston.










25.
 
(in craps) the combination total of the two thrown dice (4, 5, 6, 8, 9, or 10) that permits a shooter to keep throwing until he or she throws the same number again and wins.




26.
 
a unit used in measuring value, achievement, or extent




•
 
the shares index was down seven points.










27.
 
an advantage or success in an argument or discussion




•
 
she smiled, assuming she had 
won her point

 .










28.
 
a unit of credit toward an award or benefit.




29.
 
a percentage of the profits from a movie or recording offered to certain people involved in its production.




30.
 
a punishment imposed by the courts for a driving offense and recorded cumulatively on a person's driver's license




•
 
operating under the influence meant ten points marked up against the driver.










31.
 
a unit of weight (one hundredth of a carat, or 2 mg) for diamonds.




32.
 
a unit of varying value, used in quoting the price of stocks, bonds, or futures.




33.
 


[Bridge]

 a value assigned to certain cards (4 points for an ace, 3 for a king, 2 for a queen, and 1 for a jack, sometimes with extra points for long or short suits) by a player in assessing the strength of a hand.




34.
 
(
point of

 )
 — (in piquet) the longest suit in a player's hand, containing a specified number of up to eight cards.




35.
 
each of thirty-two directions marked at equal distances around a compass.




36.
 
the corresponding direction toward the horizon.




37.
 
the angular interval between two successive points of a compass, i.e., one eighth of a right angle (11° 15ʹ).




38.
 
(
points ——

 )
 — unspecified places considered in terms of their direction from a specified place




•
 
they headed down I-95 to Philadelphia and points south.










39.
 
a narrow piece of land jutting out into a lake or ocean




•
 
the boat came around the point




•
 [in 
names

 ]
 
Sandy Point.










40.
 
(usu. 
points

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 another term for switch
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).




41.
 


[Printing]

 a unit of measurement for type sizes and spacing, which in the US and UK is one twelfth of a pica, or 0.013835 inch (0.351 mm), and in Europe is 0.015 inch (0.376 mm).




42.
 


[Basketball]

 a frontcourt position, usually manned by the guard who sets up the team's defense.




43.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 either of two areas in each attacking zone, just inside the blue line where it meets the boards.




44.
 
(usu. 
points

 )
 — each of a set of electrical contacts in the distributor of a motor vehicle.




45.
 
a small leading party of an advanced guard of troops.




46.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the position at the head of a column or wedge of troops




•
 
another marine said he would 
walk point

 because I had done it on the last patrol.










47.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for point man
 .




48.
 
(usu. 
points

 )
 — the extremities of an animal, typically a horse or cat, such as the face, paws, and tail of a Siamese cat.




49.
 


[Hunting]

 a spot to which a straight run is made.




50.
 
a straight run




•
 
our fox 
made his point to

 Moorhill.










51.
 
(usu. 
points

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a tagged piece of ribbon or cord used for lacing a garment or attaching breeches to a doublet.




52.
 
a short piece of cord for tying up a reef in a sail.




53.
 
the action or position of a dog in pointing




•
 
a bird dog 
on point

 .










54.
 


[Music]

 an important phrase or subject, especially in a contrapuntal composition.

Compare with counterpoint
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — direct someone's attention to the position or direction of something, typically by extending one's finger




•
 
the boys were nudging each other and 
pointing at

 me




•
 
he gripped her arm and 
pointed to

 the seat




•
 
it's rude to point.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — indicate a particular time, direction, or reading




•
 
a sign pointing left.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct or aim (something) at someone or something




•
 
he 
pointed

 the flashlight beam 
at

 the floor.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — face or be turned in a particular direction




•
 
two of its toes point forward and two point back.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — cite or put forward a fact or situation as evidence of something




•
 
he points to several factors supporting this conclusion.










6.
 
(
point to

 )
 — (of a situation) be evidence or an indication that (something) is likely to happen or be the case




•
 
everything pointed to an eastern attack.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a dog) indicate the presence of (game) by acting as pointer.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Ballet]

 extend (the toes or feet) by tensing the foot and ankle so as to form a point.




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give force or emphasis to (words or actions)




•
 
he wouldn't miss the opportunity to point a moral.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fill in or repair the joints of (brickwork, a brick structure, or tiling) with smoothly finished mortar or cement.




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give a sharp, tapered point to




•
 
he twisted and pointed his mustache.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — insert points in (written Hebrew).




13.
 
mark (Psalms) with signs for chanting.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beside the point






irrelevant.









2.
 
case in point






an instance or example that illustrates what is being discussed




•
 
the “green revolution” in agriculture is a good case in point.















3.
 
get the point






understand or accept the validity of someone's idea or argument




•
 
I get the point about not sending rejections.















4.
 
in point of fact






see fact
 .









5.
 
make one's point






put across a proposition clearly and convincingly.









6.
 
make a point of






make a special and noticeable effort to do (a specified thing)




•
 
she made a point of taking a walk each day.















7.
 
off the point






irrelevant.









8.
 
point the finger






openly accuse someone or apportion blame.









9.
 
the point of no return






the point in a journey or enterprise at which it becomes essential or more practical to continue to the end instead of returning to the point of departure.









10.
 
point of sailing






a sailboat's heading in relation to the wind.









11.
 
score points






deliberately make oneself appear superior to someone else by making clever remarks




•
 
she was constantly trying to think of ways to 
score points off

 him.















12.
 
take someone's point








(chiefly Brit.)

 accept the validity of someone's idea or argument.









13.
 
to the point






relevant




•
 
his evidence was brief and to the point.















14.
 
up to a point






to some extent but not completely.









15.
 
win on points








[Boxing]

 win by scoring more points than one's opponent (as awarded by the judges and/or the referee) rather than by a knockout.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
point something out





a.
 
direct someone's gaze or attention toward something, especially by extending one's finger.




b.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something to make someone aware of a fact or circumstance


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she pointed out that his van had been in the parking lot all day




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Most of the people around here are very poor,” I pointed out.















2.
 
point something up






reveal the true nature or importance of something




•
 
he did so much to point up their plight in the 1960s.





















– origin

 Middle English: the noun partly from Old French 
point

 , from Latin 
punctum

 ‘something that is pricked,’ giving rise to the senses ‘unit, mark, point in space or time’; partly from Old French 
pointe

 , from Latin 
puncta

 ‘pricking,’ giving rise to the senses ‘sharp tip, promontory’ The verb is from Old French 
pointer

 , and in some senses from the English noun.






point after touchdown






noun





extra point
 .













point-and-click

 
/ˌpoint ən ˈklik/






adjective






[Computing]

 (of an interface) giving the user the ability to initiate tasks by using a mouse to move the cursor over an area of the screen and clicking on it.













point-and-shoot

 
/ˈpoint ˌən ˈSHo͞ot/






adjective




denoting an automatic camera which, when it is pointed at a subject and the shutter release is pressed, will take a properly exposed and focused photograph.













point bar






noun






[Geology]

 an alluvial deposit that forms by accretion on the inner side of an expanding loop of a river.













point-blank





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — (of a shot, bullet, or other missile) fired from very close to its target.




•
 
the weapon was inaccurate beyond point-blank range.










2.
 
(of a statement or question) blunt and direct; without explanation or qualification


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
this point-blank refusal to discuss the issue




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he refuses point-blank to be photographed or give interviews.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from point
 + blank
 in the contemporaneous sense ‘white spot in the center of a target.’





point blanket






noun






(Canadian)

 a type of Hudson's Bay blanket with distinctive markings or points woven in to indicate size or weight.













point break






noun




(in surfing) a type of wave characteristic of a coast with a headland.













point charge






noun






[chiefly Physics]

 an electric charge regarded as concentrated in a mathematical point, without spatial extent.













point contact






noun






[Electronics]

 the contact of a metal point with the surface of a semiconductor so as to form a rectifying junction.













point d'appui

 
/ˌpwän däˈpwē/





I.
 
noun




a support or prop; a strategic point.











– origin

 French, literally ‘point of support.’






pointe

 
/point, pwaNt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 the tips of the toes.




2.
 
(also 
pointe work

 )
 — 

[Ballet]

 dance performed on the tips of the toes.








II.
 
phrases





on (or en) pointe







/äN, än, ôn /

 — 

[Ballet]

 on the tips of the toes.















– origin

 French, literally ‘tip.’





Pointe-à-Pitre

 
/ˌpwäntˌäˈpētrə/






the chief port and commercial capital of the French island of Guadeloupe in the Caribbean Sea; pop. 19,000 (est. 2007).









pointed

 
/ˈpoin(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a sharpened or tapered tip or end




•
 
his face tapers to a pointed chin.










2.
 
(of a remark or look) expressing criticism in a direct and unambiguous way




•
 
pointed comments were made about racial discrimination within the army.














II.
 
derivatives





pointedness






noun





















pointed arch






noun




an arch with a pointed crown, characteristic of Gothic architecture.













pointedly

 
/ˈpoin(t)ədlē/






adverb




in a direct and unambiguous way, often indicating criticism or displeasure




•
 
he pointedly refused to shake hands




•
 
he turned to glare pointedly at Martin.



















pointelle

 
/poinˈtel /

 


‹trademark›

 Pointelle





I.
 
noun




a type of knitwear or woolen fabric with small eyelet holes that create a lacy effect.











– origin

 1950s: probably from 
point

 in the sense ‘lace made entirely with a needle’ + the French diminutive suffix 
-elle

 .





Pointe-Noire

 
/pwäntˈnwär/






the chief seaport of the Republic of Congo, an oil terminal on the Atlantic coast; pop. 792,382 (2009).









pointer

 
/ˈpoin(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a long thin piece of metal on a scale or dial that moves to indicate a figure or position.




2.
 
a rod used for pointing to features on a map or chart.




3.
 
a hint as to what might happen in the future




•
 
the figures were a 
pointer to

 gradual economic recovery.










4.
 
a small piece of advice; a tip




•
 
here are some 
pointers on

 how to go about the task.










5.
 


[Computing]

 another term for cursor
 .




6.
 


[Computing]

 a variable whose value is the address of another variable; a link.




7.
 
a dog of a breed that on scenting game stands rigid looking toward it.













Pointers

 
/ˈpoin(t)ərz/





(
the Pointers

 )


1.
 


[Astronomy]

 (in the northern hemisphere) two stars of the Big Dipper in Ursa Major, through which a line points nearly to Polaris.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (in the southern hemisphere) two stars in the Southern Cross, through which a line points nearly to the south celestial pole.














point estimate






noun






[Statistics]

 a single value given as an estimate of a parameter of a population.

Compare with interval estimate
 .













point guard






noun






[Basketball]

 the backcourt player who directs the team's offense.














pointillism

 
/ˈpwän(t)əlizm ˈpoin(t)lˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a technique of neo-impressionist painting using tiny dots of various pure colors, which become blended in the viewer's eye. It was developed by Georges Seurat with the aim of producing a greater degree of luminosity and brilliance of color.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pointillist

 
/ˈpwäntləst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
pointillistic

 
/ˌpwaNtēˈyistik, ˌpointlˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
pointillisme

 , from 
pointiller

 ‘mark with dots.’





pointing

 
/ˈpoin(t)iNG/






noun



1.
 
cement or mortar used to fill the joints of brickwork, especially when added externally to a wall to improve its appearance and weatherproofing.




2.
 
the process of adding pointing to brickwork.













pointing device






noun






[Computing]

 a generic term for any device (e.g., a graphics tablet, mouse, stylus, pointing stick, or trackball) used to control the movement of a cursor on a computer screen.













pointing stick






noun




a movable stub embedded in a laptop keyboard that is manipulated to move the screen cursor.













point lace






noun




lace made with a needle on a parchment pattern.













pointless

 
/ˈpoin(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having little or no sense, use, or purpose




•
 
speculating like this is a pointless exercise




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it's pointless to plan too far ahead.










2.
 
(of a contest or competitor) without a point scored.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pointlessly

 
/ˈpointlislē /






adverb













2.
 
pointlessness

 
/ˈpointlisnis /






noun






















point man






noun



1.
 
the soldier at the head of a patrol.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (especially in a political context) a person at the forefront of an activity or endeavor.













point mutation






noun






[Genetics]

 a mutation affecting only one or very few nucleotides in a gene sequence.













point of departure

 
/point əv ə dəˈpärCHər dēˈpärCHər/






noun




the starting point of a line of thought or course of action; an initial assumption




•
 
composers take him as a point of departure, whether by a process of imitation, assimilation, or rejection.



















point of honor






noun




an action or circumstance that affects one's reputation or conscience




•
 
he languished in jail refusing, as a point of honor, to talk.



















point of order






noun




a query in a formal debate or meeting as to whether correct procedure is being followed.













point of sale

 
/ˌpoint əv ˈsāl /

 
POS






noun




the place at which goods are retailed




•
 
refunds will be provided at the point of sale




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
point-of-sale credit card verification.




















point of view






noun



1.
 
a particular attitude or way of considering a matter




•
 
I'm trying to get Matthew to change his point of view.










2.
 
(in fictional writing) the narrator's position in relation to the story being told




•
 
this story is told from a child's point of view.










3.
 
the position from which something or someone is observed




•
 
certain aspects are not visible from a single point of view.



















point set






noun




(in acupuncture) a set of points stimulated simultaneously to treat a particular ailment or bring about a desired effect.













point source






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a source of energy, such as light or sound, that can be regarded as having negligible dimensions.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a localized and stationary pollution source.

Compare with nonpoint source
 .














point spread






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a forecast of the number of points by which a stronger team is expected to defeat a weaker one, used for betting purposes.




2.
 


[Physics]

 
[Physiology]

 the spread of energy from a point source, especially with respect to light coming into an optical instrument or eye.













point system






noun




a system for distributing or allocating resources or for ranking or evaluating candidates or claimants on the basis of points allocated or accumulated.













point-to-point





I.
 
noun




an amateur steeplechase for horses used in hunting, over a set cross-country course.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a route or journey) from one place to the next without stopping or changing; direct.




2.
 
(of a telecommunications or computer link) directly from the sender to the receiver.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
point-to-pointer






noun













2.
 
point-to-pointing






noun





















pointy

 
/ˈpoin(t)ē/






adjective






‹informal›

 having a pointed tip or end




•
 
a pointy goatee.



















pointy-headed

 
/ˈpoin(t)ēhedəd/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 intellectual; expert




•
 
some pointy-headed college professor.

















– origin

 by association with egghead
 .






poise1


 
/poiz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
graceful and elegant bearing in a person




•
 
poise and good deportment can be cultivated.










2.
 
composure and dignity of manner




•
 
at least he had a moment to think, to recover his poise.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 balance; equilibrium.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
be or cause to be balanced or suspended


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he poised motionless on his toes




•
 


‹figurative›

 the world was poised between peace and war.










2.
 
(
be poised

 )
 — (of a person or organization) be ready to do something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
teachers are poised to resume their attack on government school tests.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘weight’): from Old French 
pois

 , 
peis

 (noun), 
peser

 (verb), from an alteration of Latin 
pensum

 ‘weight,’ from the verb 
pendere

 ‘weigh.’ From the early senses of ‘weight’ and ‘measure of weight’ arose the notion of ‘equal weight, balance,’ leading to the extended senses ‘composure’ and ‘elegant bearing.’





poise2


 
/poiz/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of dynamic viscosity, such that a tangential force of one dyne per square centimeter causes a velocity change of one centimeter per second between two parallel planes separated by one centimeter in a liquid.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of Jean L. M. 
Poiseuille

 (1799–1869), French physician.





poised

 
/poizd/






adjective



1.
 
having a composed and self-assured manner.




2.
 
having a graceful and elegant bearing.













Poiseuille flow

 
/pwäˈzœ(ē), pwäˈzē/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 laminar or streamline flow of an incompressible viscous fluid, especially through a long narrow cylinder.











– origin

 1940s: named after Jean L. M. 
Poiseuille

 (1799–1869), French physician.





poisha

 
/poiSHə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Bangladesh, equal to one hundredth of a taka.











– origin

 Bengali, alteration of paisa
 .





poison

 
/ˈpoiz(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that is capable of causing the illness or death of a living organism when introduced or absorbed.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance that reduces the activity of a catalyst.




3.
 


[Physics]

 an additive or impurity in a nuclear reactor that slows a reaction by absorbing neutrons.




4.
 
a person, idea, action, or situation that is considered to have a destructive or corrupting effect or influence




•
 
meanwhile he is spreading his poison over the Internet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
administer poison to (a person or animal), either deliberately or accidentally




•
 
he tried to poison his wife




•
 
swans are being poisoned by lead from anglers' lines




•
 (as 
noun

 
poisoning

 )
 
symptoms of poisoning may include nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting.










2.
 
adulterate or contaminate (food or drink) with poison.




3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
poisoned

 )
 — treat (a weapon or missile) with poison in order to augment its lethal effect.




4.
 
prove harmful or destructive to




•
 
his disgust had poisoned his attitude toward everyone.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a substance) reduce the activity of (a catalyst).








III.
 
phrases





what's your poison?








‹informal›

 used to ask someone what they would like to drink.












IV.
 
derivatives





poisoner

 
/ˈpoiznər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a harmful medicinal drink): from Old French 
poison

 ‘magic potion,’ from Latin 
potio(n-)

 ‘potion,’ related to 
potare

 ‘to drink.’





poison arrow frog






noun




a small slender, brightly colored frog of Central and South American rain forests. Its skin secretes a virulent poison, used by American Indians to coat their arrowheads.

[Family 
Dendrobatidae

 : several genera and numerous species.]













poisoned chalice






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an assignment, award, or honor that is likely to prove a disadvantage or source of problems to the recipient




•
 
many thought the new minister had been handed a poisoned chalice.



















poison gas

 
/ˈpoizn ɡas/






noun




poisonous gas or vapor, used especially to disable or kill an enemy in warfare.













poison ivy

 
/ˈˌpoizn ˈīvē/






noun




a North American climbing plant of the cashew family that secretes an irritant oil from its leaves, which can cause dermatitis.

[
Rhus radicans

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]













poison oak






noun




a North American climbing shrub of the cashew family, closely related to poison ivy and having similar properties.

[
Rhus toxicodendron

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]













poisonous

 
/ˈpoiz(ə)nəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance or plant) causing or capable of causing death or illness if taken into the body




•
 
poisonous chemicals.










2.
 
(of an animal) producing poison as a means of attacking enemies or prey; venomous




•
 
a poisonous snake.










3.
 
extremely unpleasant or malicious




•
 
there was a poisonous atmosphere at the office.














II.
 
derivatives





poisonously






adverb



















usage:

 
Poisonous

 and 
venomous

 are not identical in meaning, although they are often used interchangeably. A 
poisonous

 animal or plant produces toxins that are harmful when the animal or plant is touched or eaten, whereas a 
venomous

 snake or other creature is able to inject venom by means of its fangs, spines, or stingers.





poison pen letter

 
/ˈpoizn pen ˈledər/






noun




a letter, typically anonymous, that is libelous, abusive, or malicious.













poison pill

 
/ˈpoizn ˌpil/






noun






[Finance]

 a tactic used by a company threatened with an unwelcome takeover bid to make itself unattractive to the bidder.













poison pill amendment






noun




an amendment to a legislative bill that considerably weakens the bill's intended effect, or ruins the bill's chances of passing.













Poisson distribution

 
/pwäˈsän ˌdistrəˌbyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a discrete frequency distribution that gives the probability of a number of independent events occurring in a fixed time.











– origin

 named after the French mathematical physicist Siméon-Denis 
Poisson

 (1781–1840).





Poisson's ratio

 
/pwäˌsänz ˈrāSHō/






noun






[Physics]

 the ratio of the proportional decrease in a lateral measurement to the proportional increase in length in a sample of material that is elastically stretched.













Poitier, Sidney

 
/ˈpwätēˌā, pwätˈyā/






(1927–), US actor and movie director, of Bahamian descent; the first black US actor to achieve superstar status. Notable movies: 
Lilies of the Field

 (1963), 
In the Heat of the Night

 (1967), and 
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner

 (1967).









Poitiers

 
/ˌpwädēˈā/






a city in west central France, the capital of Poitou-Charentes region and of the former province of Poitou; pop. 91,395 (2006).









Poitou

 
/pwäˈto͞o/






a former province of west central France, now united with Charente to form the region of Poitou-Charentes. Formerly part of Aquitaine, it was held by the French and English in succession until it was finally united with France at the end of the Hundred Years War.










poke1


 
/pōk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jab or prod (someone or something), especially with one's finger




•
 
he poked Benny in the ribs and pointed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they sniffed, felt, and 
poked at

 everything they bought.










2.
 
(on the social networking site Facebook) attract the attention of (another member of the site) by using the ‘poke’ facility.




3.
 
prod and stir (a fire) with a poker to make it burn more fiercely.




4.
 
make (a hole) in something by prodding or jabbing at it.




5.
 
thrust (something) in a particular direction




•
 
I poked my head around the door to see what was going on




•
 
she poked her tongue out.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — protrude and be or become visible




•
 
she had wisps of gray hair poking out from under her bonnet.










7.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (another person).




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 move slowly; dawdle




•
 
I was 
poking along

 , my vision blocked by that curtain of sleet.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of poking someone or something




•
 
she gave the fire a poke.










2.
 
(
a poke around

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a look or search around a place.




3.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




4.
 
(also 
poke bonnet

 )
 — a woman's bonnet with a projecting brim or front, popular especially in the early 19th century.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 power or acceleration in a car




•
 
I expect you'd prefer something with a bit more poke.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
better than a poke in the eye (with a sharp stick)








‹humorous›

 welcome or pleasing, even if other circumstances might be better




•
 
I got a tax rebate—not a huge amount but better than a poke in the eye with a sharp stick.















2.
 
poke fun at






tease or make fun of.









3.
 
poke one's nose into








‹informal›

 take an intrusive interest in.









4.
 
take a poke at someone





a.
 


‹informal›

 hit or punch someone.




b.
 
criticize someone.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





poke around/about






look around a place, typically in search of something.















– origin

 Middle English: origin uncertain; compare with Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
poken

 , of unknown ultimate origin. The noun dates from the late 18th cent.






poke2


 
/pōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dialect›

 a bag or small sack.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a purse or wallet.








II.
 
phrases





a pig in a poke






see pig
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
poke

 , variant of Old French 
poche

 ‘pocket.’ Compare with pouch
 .






poke3


 
/pōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for pokeweed
 .




2.
 
(
Indian poke

 )
 — another term for false hellebore
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian 
poughkone

 (see puccoon
 ).





poke-check

 
/ˈpōkˌCHek/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 poke the puck off the stick of and out of the possession of (an opposing player).













Pokemon

 
/ˈpōkiˌmän/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a video game, card game, or other toy featuring certain Japanese cartoon characters.











– origin

 from the name of the Japanese video game 
Pokemon

 , itself from the words ‘pocket monster.’





poker1


 
/ˈpōkər/






noun




a metal rod with a handle, used for prodding and stirring an open fire.













poker2


 
/ˈpōkər/





I.
 
noun




a card game played by two or more people who bet on the value of the hands dealt to them. A player wins the pool either by having the highest combination at the showdown or by forcing all opponents to concede without a showing of the hand, sometimes by means of bluff.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of US origin; perhaps related to German 
pochen

 ‘to brag,’ 
Pochspiel

 ‘bragging game.’





poker face





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an impassive expression that hides one's true feelings.




2.
 
a person with a poker face.








II.
 
derivatives





poker-faced

 
/ˈpōkər ˌfāst /






adjective





















pokerwork

 
/ˈpōkərˌwərk/






noun




British term for pyrography
 .














pokeweed

 
/ˈpōkˌwēd/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant with red stems, spikes of cream flowers, and purple berries.

Also called poke
 3
 , inkberry
 . [
Phytolacca americana

 , family 
Phytolaccaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from poke
 3
 .





pokey

 
/ˈpōkē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the pokey

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 prison




•
 
25 years in the pokey.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of pogey
 (an early sense being ‘hostel for the needy’), perhaps influenced by poky
 .






poky

 
/ˈpōkē /

 
pokey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 annoyingly slow or dull




•
 
his poky old horse




•
 
I slept through his poky sermons.










2.
 
(of a room or building) uncomfortably small and cramped




•
 
five of us shared the poky little room.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pokily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
pokiness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘concerned with petty matters’): from poke
 1
 (in a contemporaneous sense ‘confine’) + -y
 1
 .





pol

 
/päl pôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a politician.













pol.






abbreviation



1.
 
political.




2.
 
politics.













Polack

 
/ˈpōˌläk /

 

‹derogatory chiefly N. Amer.›


 
polack





I.
 
noun




a person from Poland or of Polish descent.








II.
 
adjective




of Polish origin or descent.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Polish 
Polak

 .






Poland

 
/ˈpōlənd/





I.
 
a country in central Europe with a coastline on the Baltic Sea; pop. 38,482,900 (est. 2009); capital, Warsaw; language, Polish (official).

Polish name Polska
 .





First united as a nation in the 11th century, Poland became a dominant power in the region in the 16th century but thereafter suffered severely from the rise of Russian, Swedish, Prussian, and Austrian power and was partitioned in the late 18th century. It regained full independence (as a republic) after World War I. Its invasion by German forces in 1939 precipitated World War II, from which it eventually emerged as a communist state under Soviet domination. In the 1980s, the rise of the independent trade union movement Solidarity eventually led to the end of communist rule in 1989. Poland joined NATO in 1999 and the EU in 2004.





Poland China






noun




a US breed of hog that is black with white markings.













Polanski, Roman

 
/pəˈlanskē/






(1933–), French movie director. His second wife, actress 
Sharon Tate

 (1943–69), was one of the victims of a multiple murder by followers of cult leader Charles Manson. Notable movies: 
Rosemary's Baby

 (1968), 
Chinatown

 (1974), 
Tess

 (1979), and 
The Pianist

 (2002).










polar

 
/ˈpōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the North or South Pole




•
 
the polar regions.










2.
 
(of an animal or plant) living in the north or south polar region.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or relating to the poles of a celestial body.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or relating to a celestial pole.




5.
 


[Geometry]

 of or relating to the poles of a sphere.

See pole
 2
 .




6.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to the poles of a cell, organ, or part.




7.
 


[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 having electrical or magnetic polarity.




8.
 
(of a liquid, especially a solvent) consisting of molecules with a dipole moment.




9.
 
(of a solid) ionic.




10.
 
directly opposite in character or tendency




•
 
depression and its polar opposite, mania.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 the straight line joining the two points at which tangents from a fixed point touch a conic section.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a variable binary star that emits strongly polarized light, one component being a strongly magnetic white dwarf.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
polaris

 ‘heavenly,’ from Latin 
polus

 ‘end of an axis’ (see pole
 2
 ).





polar axis






noun






[Astronomy]

 the axis of an equatorially mounted telescope that is at right angles to the declination axis and parallel to the earth's axis of rotation, about which the telescope is turned to follow the apparent movement of celestial objects resulting from the earth's rotation.













polar bear

 
/ˈpōlər be(ə)r/






noun




a large white arctic bear that lives mainly on the pack ice. It is a powerful swimmer and feeds chiefly on seals.

[
Thalarctos maritimus

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]













polar body






noun






[Biology]

 each of the small cells that bud off from an oocyte at the two meiotic divisions and do not develop into ova.













polar cap






noun






[Astronomy]

 a region of ice or other frozen matter surrounding a pole of a planet.













polar coordinates






plural noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a pair of coordinates locating the position of a point in a plane, the first being the length of the straight line (
r

 ) connecting the point to the origin, and the second the angle (
θ

 ) made by this line with a fixed line.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 the coordinates in a three-dimensional extension of this system.













polar distance






noun






[Geometry]

 the angular distance of a point on a sphere from the nearest pole.














polarimeter

 
/ˌpōləˈrimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the polarization of light, and especially (in chemical analysis) for determining the effect of a substance in rotating the plane of polarization of light.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polarimetric

 
/pōˌlarəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
polarimetry

 
/ˌpōləˈrimətrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
polaris

 ‘polar’ + -meter
 .






Polaris

 
/pəˈlerəs/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a fairly bright star located within one degree of the north celestial pole, in the constellation Ursa Minor. It is a triple star, the bright component of which is a cepheid variable.

Also called North Star
 , polestar
 .




II.
 
a type of submarine-launched ballistic missile designed to carry nuclear warheads, formerly in service with the US and British navies.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
polaris

 ‘heavenly,’ from Latin 
polus

 ‘end of an axis.’





polariscope

 
/pəˈlerəˌskōp pōˈlerəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




another term for polarimeter
 .








II.
 
derivatives





polariscopic

 
/pəˌlarəˈskäpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
polaris

 ‘polar’ + -scope
 .





polarity

 
/pəˈlerədē pōˈlerədē/






noun



1.
 
the property of having poles or being polar




•
 
it exhibits polarity when presented to a magnetic needle.










2.
 
the relative orientation of poles; the direction of a magnetic or electric field




•
 
the magnetic field peaks in strength immediately after switching polarity.










3.
 
the state of having two opposite or contradictory tendencies, opinions, or aspects




•
 
the polarity between male and female




•
 
the Cold War's neat polarities can hardly be carried on.










4.
 


[Biology]

 the tendency of living organisms or parts to develop with distinct anterior and posterior (or uppermost and lowermost) ends, or to grow or orient in a particular direction.













polarity therapy






noun




a system of treatment used in alternative medicine, intended to restore a balanced distribution of the body's energy, and incorporating manipulation, exercise, and dietary restrictions.













polarization

 
/ˌpōlərəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌpōləˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
division into two sharply contrasting groups or sets of opinions or beliefs




•
 
the polarization of society between rich and poor.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the action of restricting the vibrations of a transverse wave, especially light, wholly or partially to one direction




•
 
changes in polarization of light passing through the atmosphere.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the action of causing something to acquire polarity




•
 
probes need to warm up to ensure proper polarization of the electrodes




•
 
the polarization of water molecules.




















polarize

 
/ˈpōləˌrīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 restrict the vibrations of (a transverse wave, especially light) wholly or partially to one direction


(as 
adj.

 
polarizing

 )


•
 
a polarizing microscope.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 cause (something) to acquire polarity




•
 
the electrode is polarized in aqueous solution.










3.
 
divide or cause to divide into two sharply contrasting groups or sets of opinions or beliefs


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the cultural sphere has 
polarized into

 two competing ideological positions




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Vietnam polarized political opinion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polarizability

 
/ˌpōləˌrīzəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
polarizable






adjective













3.
 
polarizer

 
/ˈpōləˌrīzər /






noun





















polarizing filter






noun




a photographic or optical filter that polarizes the light passing through it, used chiefly for reducing reflections and improving contrast. Two polarizing filters are often used together, such that rotation of one of them results in a neutral density filter of variable density.













polarography

 
/ˌpōləˈräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a method of analysis in which a sample is subjected to electrolysis using a special electrode and a range of applied voltages, a plot of current against voltage showing steps corresponding to particular chemical species and proportional to their concentration.








II.
 
derivatives





polarographic

 
/pōˌlarəˈɡrafik, pə- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from 
polarization

 (see polarize
 ) + -graphy
 .





Polaroid

 
/ˈpōləˌroid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 material in thin plastic sheets that produces a high degree of plane polarization in light passing through it.




2.
 
(
Polaroids

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 sunglasses with lenses made Polaroid plastic.




3.
 


‹trademark›

 a photograph taken with a Polaroid camera.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Photography]

 denoting a type of camera with internal processing that produces a finished print rapidly after each exposure.




2.
 


[Photography]

 denoting film for or a photograph taken with a Polaroid camera




•
 
a Polaroid snapshot.

















– origin

 1930s: from polarize
 + -oid
 .





polar orbit






noun




a satellite orbit that passes over polar regions, especially one whose plane contains the polar axis.













polar star






noun






[Astronomy]

 a star at or close to a celestial pole, especially Polaris.













polar wandering






noun




the slow and erratic, real or apparent, movement of the earth's rotational or magnetic poles relative to the continents throughout geological time, due largely to continental drift.













polder

 
/ˈpōldər/





I.
 
noun




a piece of low-lying land reclaimed from the sea or a river and protected by dikes, especially in the Netherlands.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch, from Middle Dutch 
polre

 .






pole1


 
/pōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, slender, rounded piece of wood or metal, typically used with one end placed in the ground as a support for something




•
 
a tent pole.










2.
 


[Track & Field]

 a long, slender, flexible rod of wood or fiberglass used by a competitor in pole-vaulting.




3.
 
short for ski pole
 .




4.
 
a wooden shaft fitted to the front of a cart or carriage drawn by animals and attached to their yokes or collars.




5.
 
a simple fishing rod.




6.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a linear or square rod.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
propel (a boat) by pushing a pole against the bottom of a river, canal, or lake.








III.
 
phrases





under bare poles








[Sailing]

 with no sail set.















– origin

 late Old English 
pāl

 (in early use without reference to thickness or length), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
paal

 and German 
Pfahl

 , based on Latin 
palus

 ‘stake.’






pole2


 
/pōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of the two locations (
North Pole

 or 
South Pole

 ) on the surface of the earth (or of a celestial object) that are the northern and southern ends of the axis of rotation.

See also celestial pole
 , magnetic pole
 .




2.
 


[Geometry]

 either of the two points at which the axis of a sphere intersects its surface.




3.
 


[Geometry]

 a fixed point to which other points or lines are referred, e.g., the origin of polar coordinates or the point of which a line or curve is a polar.




4.
 


[Biology]

 an extremity of the main axis of a cell, organ, or part.




5.
 
each of the two opposite points on the surface of a magnet at which magnetic forces are strongest.




6.
 
each of two terminals (positive and negative) of an electric cell, battery, or machine.




7.
 
one of two opposed or contradictory principles or ideas




•
 
Miriam and Rebecca represent two poles in the argument about transracial adoption.














II.
 
phrases





be poles apart






have nothing in common.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
poleward

 
/-wərd /






adjective













2.
 
polewards

 
/-wərdz /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
polus

 ‘end of an axis,’ from Greek 
polos

 ‘pivot, axis, sky.’





pole3


 
/pōl/






noun




short for pole position
 .













Pole

 
/pōl/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Poland, or a person of Polish descent.











– origin

 via German from Polish 
Polanie

 , literally ‘field-dwellers,’ from 
pole

 ‘field.’





poleax

 
/ˈpōˌlaks /

 
poleaxe





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for battle-ax
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
a short-handled ax with a spike at the back, formerly used in naval warfare for boarding, resisting boarders, and cutting ropes.




3.
 
a butcher's ax with a hammerhead at the back, used to slaughter animals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit, kill, or knock down with or as if with a poleax.




2.
 
cause great shock to (someone)




•
 
I was poleaxed by this revelation.

















– origin

 Middle English: related to Middle Dutch 
pol(l)aex

 , Middle Low German 
pol(l)exe

 (see poll
 , ax
 ). The change in the first syllable was due to association with pole
 1
 ; the first element 
poll-

 may have referred to a special head of the ax or to the head of an enemy.





pole barn






noun




a farm building with no foundation and with sides consisting of corrugated steel or aluminum panels supported by poles set in the ground typically at eight-foot intervals.














pole bean






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a variety of bean plant that climbs up a wall, tree, or trellis.

Compare with bush bean
 .













pole building






noun




a quickly constructed building in which vertical poles are secured in the ground to serve as both the foundation and framework.














polecat

 
/ˈpōlˌkat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weasel-like Eurasian mammal (genus 
Mustela

 , family 
Mustelidae

 ) with mainly dark brown fur and a darker mask across the eyes, noted for ejecting a fetid fluid when threatened.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for skunk
 .











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
pole

 ‘chicken’ + cat
 1
 .





pole dancing





I.
 
noun




erotic dancing that involves swinging around a fixed pole.








II.
 
derivatives





pole dancer






noun





















polemic

 
/pəˈlemik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong verbal or written attack on someone or something




•
 
his 
polemic against

 the cultural relativism of the sixties




•
 
a writer of feminist polemic.










2.
 
(usu. 
polemics

 )
 — the art or practice of engaging in controversial debate or dispute




•
 
the history of science has become embroiled in religious polemics.














II.
 
adjective




another term for polemical
 .








III.
 
derivatives





polemicize

 
/pəˈleməˌsīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
polemikos

 , from 
polemos

 ‘war.’






polemical

 
/pəˈlemək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or involving strongly critical, controversial, or disputatious writing or speech




•
 
a polemical essay.














II.
 
derivatives





polemically

 
/pəˈlemək(ə)lē /






adverb





















polemicist

 
/pəˈleməsəst/






noun




a person who engages in controversial debate




•
 
a brilliant polemicist with an independent critical mind




•
 
a passionate left-wing polemicist.



















polenta

 
/pəˈlentə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cornmeal as used in Italian cooking.




2.
 
a paste or dough made from cornmeal, which is boiled and typically then fried or baked.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: Italian, from Latin, ‘pearl barley’ (a sense of 
polenta

 in Old English).





pole piece






noun






[Physics]

 a mass of iron forming the end of an electromagnet, through which the lines of magnetic force are concentrated and directed.














pole position

 
/pōl pəˈziSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the most favorable position at the start of an automobile race, typically on the inside of the front row of competitors.




2.
 
a leading or dominant position




•
 
a company boasting the pole position in the communications business.

















– origin

 1950s: from a 19th-cent. use of 
pole

 in horse racing, denoting the starting position next to the inside boundary fence.






polestar

 
/ˈpōlˌstär/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Pole Star

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 another term for Polaris
 .




2.
 
a thing or principle that guides or attracts people




•
 
the store is a polestar for both actual and armchair travelers.



















pole vault

 
/ˈpōl vôlt/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the pole vault

 )


1.
 
an athletic event in which competitors attempt to vault over a high bar with the end of an extremely long flexible pole held in the hands and used to give extra spring.




2.
 
a vault performed in the pole vault athletic event.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a pole vault.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pole-vaulter

 
/ˈpōlˌvôltər /






noun













2.
 
pole-vaulting

 
/ˈpōlˌvôltiNG /






noun






















police

 
/pəˈlēs/





I.
 
noun

 — (treated as 
pl.

 , usu. 
the police

 )


1.
 
the civil force of a national or local government, responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and the maintenance of public order.




2.
 
members of a police force




•
 
there are fewer women police than men.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an organization engaged in the enforcement of official regulations in a specified domain




•
 
transit police




•
 


‹figurative›

 
‹humorous›

 the fashion police.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
policing

 )


1.
 
(of a police force) have the duty of maintaining law and order in or for (an area or event).




2.
 
enforce regulations or an agreement in (a particular area or domain)




•
 
a UN resolution to use military force to police the no-fly zone.










3.
 
enforce the provisions of (a law, agreement, or treaty)




•
 
the regulations will be policed by factory inspectors.










4.
 
maintain order and neatness in (an area, as a military camp).











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘public order’): from French, from medieval Latin 
politia

 ‘citizenship, government’ (see policy
 1
 ). Current senses date from the early 19th cent.





police dog

 
/pəˈlēs dôɡ/






noun



1.
 
a dog, especially a German shepherd, trained for use in police work.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a German shepherd.













police force

 
/pəˈlēs fôrs/






noun




an organized body of police officers responsible for a country, district, or town.













police jury





I.
 
noun




an elected governing body in most Louisiana parishes, corresponding to a county board of commissioners in other states.








II.
 
derivatives





police juror






noun





















policeman

 
/pəˈlēsmən/






noun




a member of a police force.













police officer






noun




a policeman or policewoman.













police procedural






noun




a television series, film, or novel in which the emphasis is on the procedures used by the police in solving the crime.













police state

 
/pəˈlēs ˈstāt/






noun




a totalitarian state controlled by a political police force that secretly supervises the citizens' activities.













police station

 
/pəˈlēs ˈstāSHən/






noun




the office or headquarters of a local police force.













policewoman

 
/pəˈlēsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female member of a police force.













policier

 
/pōˌlēsˈyā/





I.
 
noun




a movie based on a police novel, portraying crime and its detection by police.











– origin

 French, from 
roman policier

 ‘detective novel.’






policy1


 
/ˈpäləsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a course or principle of action adopted or proposed by a government, party, business, or individual




•
 
the administration's controversial economic policies




•
 
it is not company policy to dispense with our older workers.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 prudent or expedient conduct or action




•
 
a course of policy and wisdom.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
policie

 ‘civil administration,’ via Latin from Greek 
politeia

 ‘citizenship,’ from 
politēs

 ‘citizen,’ from 
polis

 ‘city.’





policy2


 
/ˈpäləsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a contract of insurance




•
 
they took out a joint policy.










2.
 
an illegal lottery or numbers game.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
police

 ‘bill of lading, contract of insurance,’ from Provençal 
poliss(i)a

 , probably from medieval Latin 
apodissa

 , 
apodixa

 , based on Greek 
apodeixis

 ‘evidence, proof,’ from 
apodeiknunai

 ‘demonstrate, show.’





policyholder

 
/ˈpäləsēˌhōldər/






noun




a person or group in whose name an insurance policy is held.













policymaking

 
/ˈpäləsēˌmākiNG/






noun




the process of formulating policies, especially in politics




•
 
a democratic approach to policymaking




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the government's policymaking bodies.



















polio

 
/ˈpōlēˌō/






noun




short for poliomyelitis
 .














poliomyelitis

 
/ˌpōlēōˌmīəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an infectious viral disease that affects the central nervous system and can cause temporary or permanent paralysis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
polios

 ‘gray’ + 
muelos

 ‘marrow.’





poliovirus

 
/ˈpōlēōˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of enteroviruses, including those that cause poliomyelitis.













polis1


 
/ˈpōləs, ˈpä-/





I.
 
noun




a city state in ancient Greece, especially as considered in its ideal form for philosophical purposes.











– origin

 Greek.





polis2


 
/ˈpōləs/






noun




Scottish and Irish form of police
 .













Polisario

 
/ˌpôləˈsärēō /

 
Polisario Front





I.
 
noun




an independence movement in Western (formerly Spanish) Sahara, formed in 1973.











– origin

 Spanish acronym, from 
Frente Popular para la Liberación de Saguia el-Hamra y Río de Oro

 ‘Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro.’





polish

 
/ˈpäliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the surface of (something) smooth and shiny by rubbing it




•
 
she unloaded the dishwasher and polished the glasses.










2.
 
improve, refine, or add the finishing touches to




•
 
he's got to 
polish up

 his French for his job.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance used to give something a smooth and shiny surface when rubbed in




•
 
furniture polish.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of rubbing something to give it a shiny surface




•
 
I could give the cabinet a polish.










3.
 
smoothness or glossiness produced by rubbing or friction




•
 
the machine refines the shape of the stone and gives it polish.










4.
 
refinement or elegance in a person or thing




•
 
his poetry has clarity and polish.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





polish something off






finish or consume something quickly




•
 
they polished off most of the sausages.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polishable






adjective













2.
 
polisher

 
/ˈpäliSHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poliss-

 , lengthened stem of 
polir

 ‘to polish,’ from Latin 
polire

 .





Polish

 
/ˈpōliSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Poland, its inhabitants, or their language.








II.
 
noun




the West Slavic language of Poland.













Polish Corridor






a former region of Poland that extended north to the Baltic coast and separated East Prussia from the rest of Germany, granted to Poland after World War I to ensure Polish access to the coast. Its annexation by Germany in 1939, with the German occupation of the rest of Poland, precipitated World War II. After the war, the area was restored to Poland.









polished

 
/ˈpäliSHt/






adjective



1.
 
shiny as a result of being rubbed




•
 
a polished mahogany table.










2.
 
accomplished and skillful




•
 
his polished performance in the movie.










3.
 
refined, sophisticated, or elegant




•
 
he was polished and charming.










4.
 
(of rice) having had the outer husk removed during milling.













Polish notation






noun






[Logic]

 
[Computing]

 a system of formula notation without brackets or special punctuation, frequently used to represent the order in which arithmetical operations are performed in many computers and calculators. In the usual form (
reverse Polish notation

 ), operators follow rather than precede their operands.













polit.






abbreviation



1.
 
political.




2.
 
politics.













politburo

 
/ˈpäːlitbyo͝orō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the principal policymaking committee of a Communist Party.




2.
 
(
Politburo

 )
 — the principal policymaking committee in the former Soviet Union, founded in 1917.

Also called (1952–66) presidium
 .











– origin

 from Russian 
politbyuro

 , from 
polit(icheskoe) byuro

 ‘political bureau.’






polite

 
/pəˈlīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing behavior that is respectful and considerate of other people




•
 
they thought she was wrong but were too polite to say so.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to people who regard themselves as more cultured and refined than others




•
 
the picture outraged polite society.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
politus

 ‘polished, made smooth,’ past participle of 
polire

 .





politely

 
/pəˈlītlē/






adverb




in a respectful and considerate manner




•
 
he waited politely for me to ask questions




•
 
I politely thanked him for the suggestion.



















politeness

 
/pəˈlītnəs/






noun




behavior that is respectful and considerate of other people




•
 
he always treated me with the utmost politeness




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the daily politenesses of pleases and thank yous.



















politesse

 
/ˌpäləˈtes/





I.
 
noun




formal politeness or etiquette.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from Italian 
politezza

 , 
pulitezza

 , from 
pulito

 ‘polite.’






politic

 
/ˈpäləˌtik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action) seeming sensible and judicious under the circumstances


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
I did not think it politic to express my reservations.










2.
 
(also 
politick

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a person) prudent and sagacious.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
politicking

 )


1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 engage in political activity




•
 
news of this unseemly politicking invariably leaks into the press.














III.
 
derivatives





politicly

 
/ˈpäləˌtiklē /






adverb




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
politique

 ‘political,’ via Latin from Greek 
politikos

 , from 
politēs

 ‘citizen,’ from 
polis

 ‘city.’





political

 
/pəˈlidək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the government or the public affairs of a country




•
 
a period of political and economic stability.










2.
 
of or relating to the ideas or strategies of a particular party or group in politics




•
 
a decision taken for purely political reasons.










3.
 
interested in or active in politics




•
 
I'm not very political.










4.
 
motivated or caused by a person's beliefs or actions concerning politics




•
 
a political crime.










5.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 relating to, affecting, or acting according to the interests of status or authority within an organization rather than matters of principle.














political action committee

 
//






noun




an organization that raises money privately to influence elections or legislation, especially at the federal level




•
 
her political action committee has raised almost $900,000 this election cycle.




















political correctness

 
/pəˈlidəkəl kəˈrek(t)nəs /

 
political correctitude






noun




the avoidance, often considered as taken to extremes, of forms of expression or action that are perceived to exclude, marginalize, or insult groups of people who are socially disadvantaged or discriminated against.













political economy





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 economics as a branch of knowledge or academic discipline.








II.
 
derivatives





political economist






noun





















political geography






noun




the branch of geography that deals with the boundaries, divisions, and possessions of countries.













politically

 
/pəˈlidiklē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the government or public affairs of a country




•
 
Southeast Asia is divided politically into a number of nation-states.










2.
 
in a way that relates to the political ideas or beliefs of a person or group




•
 
a politically neutral organization.




















politically correct

 
/pəˌlidək(ə)lē kəˈrekt /

 
incorrect






adjective




exhibiting (or failing to exhibit) political correctness




•
 
it is not politically correct to laugh at speech impediments.



















political prisoner

 
/pəˈlidəkəl ˈpriznər ˈpriznər/






noun




a person imprisoned for their political beliefs or actions.













political refugee

 
/pəˈlidəkəl ˈˌrefyəˈˌjē/






noun




a refugee from an oppressive government.














political science

 
/pəˈlidəkəl ˈsīəns/





I.
 
noun




the branch of knowledge that deals with systems of government; the analysis of political activity and behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





political scientist






noun






















politician

 
/ˌpäləˈtiSHən/






noun



1.
 
a person who is professionally involved in politics, especially as a holder of or a candidate for an elected office.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a person who acts in a manipulative and devious way, typically to gain advancement within an organization.













politicization

 
/pəˌlidisiˈzāSH(ə)n pəˌlidiˌsīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of causing an activity or event to become political in character




•
 
the politicization of the Internet.










2.
 
the process of becoming or being made politically aware




•
 
the creeping politicization of top scientists.



















politicize

 
/pəˈlidəˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
politicized

 )


1.
 
cause (an activity or event) to become political in character




•
 
art was becoming politicized




•
 
attempts to politicize America's curricula.










2.
 
make (someone) politically aware, especially by persuading them of the truth of views considered radical




•
 
we successfully politicized a generation of women.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in or talk about politics.













politick






adjective




archaic spelling of politic
 .













politico

 
/pəˈlidikō/





I.
 
noun




informal term for politician
 .











– origin

 Spanish and Italian, ‘politic’ or ‘political person.’





politico-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
politically




•
 
politico-ethical.










2.
 
political and …




•
 
politico-economic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
politikos

 ‘civic, political.’





politics

 
/ˈpäləˌtiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the activities associated with the governance of a country or other area, especially the debate or conflict among individuals or parties having or hoping to achieve power




•
 
the president's relationship with Congress is vital to American politics




•
 
thereafter he dropped out of active politics.










2.
 
the activities of governments concerning the political relations between countries




•
 
in the conduct of global politics, economic status must be backed by military capacity.










3.
 
the academic study of government and the state


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a politics lecturer.










4.
 
activities within an organization that are aimed at improving someone's status or position and are typically considered to be devious or divisive




•
 
yet another discussion of office politics and personalities.










5.
 
a particular set of political beliefs or principles




•
 
people do not buy this newspaper purely for its politics.










6.
 
(often 
the politics of

 )
 — the assumptions or principles relating to or inherent in a sphere, theory, or thing, especially when concerned with power and status in a society




•
 
the politics of gender.














II.
 
phrases





play politics






act for political or personal gain rather than from principle.

















polity

 
/ˈpälədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form or process of civil government or constitution.




2.
 
an organized society; a state as a political entity.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
politie

 , via Latin from Greek 
politeia

 ‘citizenship, government,’ from 
politēs

 ‘citizen,’ from 
polis

 ‘city.’





Polk, James Knox

 
/pōk/






(1795–1849), 11th president of the US 1845–49. A Democrat, his administration oversaw major territorial additions to the US when Texas was admitted to the Union in 1845 and conflict with Mexico resulted in the annexation of California and other parts of the Southwest two years later.









polka

 
/ˈpō(l)kə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lively dance of Bohemian origin in duple time.




2.
 
a piece of music for the polka.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the polka.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French and German from Czech 
půlka

 ‘half step,’ from 
půl

 ‘half.’





polka dot

 
/ˈpō(l)kə dät/





I.
 
noun




one of a number of large round dots repeated to form a regular pattern on fabric


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a red and white polka-dot shirt.














II.
 
derivatives





polka-dotted






adjective






















poll

 
/pōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
the polls

 )
 — the process of voting in an election




•
 
the country went to the polls on March 10.










2.
 
a record of the number of votes cast in an election.




3.
 
(
the polls

 )
 — the places where votes are cast in an election




•
 
the polls have only just closed.










4.
 
short for opinion poll
 .




5.
 


‹dialect›

 a person's head.




6.
 
the part of the head on which hair grows; the scalp.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record the opinion or vote of




•
 
focus groups in which customers are polled about merchandise preferences.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a candidate in an election) receive a specified number of votes




•
 
the Green candidate polled 3.6 percent.










3.
 


[Telecommunications]

 
[Computing]

 check the status of (a measuring device, part of a computer, or a node in a network), especially as part of a repeated cycle.




4.
 
cut the horns off (an animal, especially a young cow).




5.
 


‹archaic›

 cut off the top of (a tree or plant), typically to encourage further growth; pollard.








III.
 
derivatives





pollee

 
/pōˈlē /






noun





poll
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘head’): perhaps of Low German origin. The original sense was ‘head,’ and hence ‘an individual person among a number,’ from which developed the sense ‘number of people ascertained by counting of heads’ and then ‘counting of heads or of votes’ (17th cent).






pollack

 
/ˈpälək /

 
pollock





I.
 
noun




an edible greenish-brown fish of the cod family, with a protruding lower jaw. Found in the northeastern Atlantic, it is popular with anglers.

[
Pollachius pollachius

 , family 
Gadidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps of Celtic origin.





Pollack, Sydney

 
/ˈpälək/






(1934–2008), US director; full name 
Sydney Irwin Pollack

 . Notable movies include 
The Way We Were

 (1973), 
Out of Africa

 (1985), 
Havana

 (1990), and 
The Firm

 (1993).









pollard

 
/ˈpälərd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
pollarded

 )


1.
 
cut off the top and branches of (a tree) to encourage new growth at the top




•
 
a wide boulevard lined with pollarded linden trees.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tree whose top and branches have been cut off for this reason.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an animal, e.g., a sheep or deer, that has lost its horns or cast its antlers.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from the verb poll
 + -ard
 .





polled

 
/pōld/






adjective




(of cattle, sheep, or goats) lacking horns, either naturally or because they have been removed.














pollen

 
/ˈpälən/





I.
 
noun




a fine powdery substance, typically yellow, consisting of microscopic grains discharged from the male part of a flower or from a male cone. Each grain contains a male gamete that can fertilize the female ovule, to which pollen is transported by the wind, insects, or other animals.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘fine powder.’






pollen basket






noun






[Entomology]

 a flattened area fringed with hairs on the hind leg of a social bee, used for carrying pollen.

Also called corbicula
 .













pollen count

 
/ˈpälən kount/






noun




an index of the amount of pollen in the air, published chiefly for the benefit of those allergic to it.













pollen grain






noun




each of the microscopic particles, typically single cells, of which pollen is composed. Pollen grains have a tough coat that has a form characteristic of the plant producing it.













pollen tube






noun






[Botany]

 a hollow tube that develops from a pollen grain when deposited on the stigma of a flower. It penetrates the style and conveys the male gametes to the ovule.













pollex

 
/ˈpälˌeks/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the innermost digit of a forelimb, especially the thumb in primates.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘thumb or big toe.’





pollinate

 
/ˈpäləˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey pollen to or deposit pollen on (a stigma, ovule, flower, or plant) and so allow fertilization.








II.
 
derivatives





pollinator

 
/ˈpäləˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
pollen

 , 
pollin-

 ‘pollen’ + -ate
 3
 .





pollination

 
/ˌpäləˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the transfer of pollen to a stigma, ovule, flower, or plant to allow fertilization




•
 
the flowers depend on bees for pollination




•
 
crop pollination is essential to fruit production.



















polling booth

 
/ˈpōliNG ˌbo͞oTH/






noun




British and Canadian term for voting booth
 .













polling place

 
polling station






noun




a building where voting takes place during an election, typically one that normally has another function, such as a school.













pollinium

 
/pəˈlinēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a coherent mass of pollen grains that is the product of each anther lobe of some flowers, especially orchids. Single or paired pollinia are often attached to, and carried by, pollinating insects.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
pollen

 , 
pollin-

 ‘pollen.’





pollinosis

 
/ˌpäləˈnōsəs/






noun




a technical term for hay fever
 .














polliwog

 
/ˈpälēˌwôɡ /

 
pollywog





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 a tadpole.











– origin

 late Middle English (earlier as 
pollywiggle

 ): from poll
 in the sense ‘head’ + the verb wiggle
 .





pollo

 
/ˈpoi-ō, ˈpälō/





I.
 
noun




chicken (as used in the names of Italian, Spanish, or Mexican dishes).











– origin

 Spanish and Italian.





pollock

 
/ˈpälək/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a commercially valuable food fish of the cod family, occurring in the North Atlantic.

Also called saithe
 . [
Pollachius virens

 , family 
Gadidae

 .]




2.
 
variant spelling of pollack
 .













Pollock, Jackson

 
/ˈpälək/






(1912–56), US painter; full name 
Paul Jackson Pollock

 . A leading figure in the abstract expressionist movement, he became the chief exponent of the style known as action painting from 1947. Fixing the canvas to the floor or wall, he poured, splashed, or dripped paint on it, covering the whole canvas and avoiding any point of emphasis.









pollster

 
/ˈpōlstər/






noun




a person who conducts or analyzes opinion polls.













poll tax

 
/ˈpōl ˌtaks/






noun




a tax levied on every adult, without reference to income or resources.













pollutant

 
/pəˈlo͞otnt/






noun




a substance that pollutes something, especially water or the atmosphere




•
 
chemical pollutants




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
pollutant gases.




















pollute

 
/pəˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
contaminate (water, air, or a place) with harmful or poisonous substances




•
 
the explosion polluted the town with dioxin




•
 (as 
adj.

 
polluted

 )
 
exposure to polluted air.










2.
 
defile; corrupt




•
 
a society polluted by racism.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pollut-

 ‘soiled, defiled,’ from the verb 
polluere

 , based on the root of 
lutum

 ‘mud.’





polluter

 
/pəˈlo͞odər/






noun




a person or thing responsible for contaminating the environment with harmful or poisonous substances




•
 
greenhouse polluters such as the coal and aluminum industries




•
 
cars are major polluters everywhere.



















pollution

 
/pəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the presence in or introduction into the environment of a substance or thing that has harmful or poisonous effects




•
 
the level of pollution in the air is rising.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pollutio(n-)

 , from the verb 
polluere

 (see pollute
 ).





Pollux

 
/ˈpäləks/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 the twin brother of Castor.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the brightest star in the constellation Gemini, close to Castor.







– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
Poludeukēs

 ; compare with Polydeuces
 .





Pollyanna

 
/ˌpälēˈanə/





I.
 
noun




an excessively cheerful or optimistic person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Pollyannaish

 
/-iSH /






adjective













2.
 
Pollyannaism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: the name of the optimistic heroine created by Eleanor Hodgman Porter (1868–1920), American author of children's stories.





polo

 
/ˈpōlō/





I.
 
noun




a game of Eastern origin resembling field hockey, played on horseback with a long-handled mallet.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Balti (a Tibetan language), ‘ball.’





Polo, Marco






see Marco Polo
 1
 .









poloidal

 
/pəˈloidl/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 relating to or denoting a magnetic field associated with a toroidal electric field, in which each line of force is confined to a radial or meridian plane.











– origin

 1940s: from polar
 , on the pattern of 
toroidal

 .





polonaise

 
/ˌpäləˈnāz ˌpōləˈnāz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slow dance of Polish origin in triple time, consisting chiefly of an intricate march or procession.




2.
 
a piece of music for the polonaise.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's dress with a tight bodice and a skirt open from the waist downward, looped up to show a decorative underskirt.








II.
 
adjective




(of a dish, especially a vegetable dish) garnished with chopped hard-boiled egg yolk, breadcrumbs, and parsley.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, feminine of 
polonais

 ‘Polish,’ from medieval Latin 
Polonia

 ‘Poland.’





polo neck

 
/ˈpōlō nek/





I.
 
noun




British term for turtleneck
 .








II.
 
derivatives





polo-necked






adjective





















polonium

 
/pəˈlōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Po

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 84, a radioactive metal occurring in nature only as a product of radioactive decay of uranium.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from medieval Latin 
Polonia

 ‘Poland’ (the native country of Marie Curie, the element's codiscoverer).





polo pony






noun




a horse used in playing polo, typically bred for speed and agility.














polo shirt

 
/ˈpōlō ˌSHərt/






noun




a casual short-sleeved cotton shirt with a collar and several buttons at the neck.

See also golf shirt
 .













Pol Pot

 
/päl ˈpät, pôl/






(
c.

 1925–98), Cambodian communist leader of the Khmer Rouge; prime minister 1976–79; born 
Saloth Sar

 . During his regime the Khmer Rouge embarked on a reconstruction program in which millions were killed. Overthrown in 1979, Pol Pot led the Khmer Rouge in a guerrilla war against the new government.










Polska

 
/ˈpôlskä/






Polish name for Poland
 .









Poltava

 
/pəlˈtävə/






a city in east central Ukraine; pop. 301,600 (est. 2009).









poltergeist

 
/ˈpōltərˌɡīst/





I.
 
noun




a ghost or other supernatural being supposedly responsible for physical disturbances such as loud noises and objects thrown around.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Poltergeist

 , from 
poltern

 ‘create a disturbance’ + 
Geist

 ‘ghost.’






Poltoratsk

 
/ˌpəltəˈrätsk/






former name (1919–27) of Ashgabat
 .









poltroon

 
/pälˈtro͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 an utter coward.








II.
 
derivatives





poltroonery

 
/pälˈtro͞on(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
poltron

 , from Italian 
poltrone

 , perhaps from 
poltro

 ‘sluggard.’





poly

 
/ˈpälē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for.




2.
 


‹informal›

 polyester.




3.
 


‹informal›

 polytechnic.




4.
 


‹informal›

 polyethylene.














poly-

 
/ˈpälē/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
many; much




•
 
polyandry




•
 
polychrome.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting the presence of many atoms or groups of a particular kind in a molecule




•
 
polycarbonate.

















– origin

 from Greek 
polus

 ‘much,’ 
polloi

 ‘many.’





polyacrylamide

 
/ˌpälēəˈkriləˌmīd/






noun




a synthetic resin made by polymerizing acrylamide, especially a water-soluble polymer used to form or stabilize gels and as a thickening or clarifying agent.













polyadic

 
/ˌpälēˈadik/





I.
 
adjective




involving three or more quantities, elements, or individuals.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from poly-
 ‘many,’ on the pattern of words such as 
dyadic

 , 
monadic

 .





polyamide

 
/ˌpälēˈamīd/






noun




a synthetic polymer of a type made by the linkage of an amino group of one molecule and a carboxylic acid group of another, including many synthetic fibers such as nylon.













polyamory

 
/ˌpälēˈamərē/





I.
 
noun




the philosophy or state of being in love or romantically involved with more than one person at the same time.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polyamorous






adjective













2.
 
polyamorist






noun



















– origin

 from 
poly-

 ‘many’ + Latin 
amor

 ‘love’ + 
-y

 , on the pattern of 
polygamy

 and 
polyandry

 .






polyandry

 
/ˈpälēˌandrē ˌpälēˈandrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
polygamy in which a woman has more than one husband.

Compare with polygyny
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a pattern of mating in which a female animal has more than one male mate.








II.
 
derivatives





polyandrous

 
/ˌpälēˈandrəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from poly-
 ‘many’ + Greek 
anēr

 , 
andr-

 ‘male.’





polyanthus

 
/ˌpälēˈanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous flowering plant that is a complex hybrid between the wild primrose and primulas, cultivated in Europe since the 17th century.

[
Primula

 × 
polyantha

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from poly-
 ‘many’ + Greek 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





polyatomic

 
/ˌpälēəˈtämik/






adjective




consisting of many atoms.













polybutylene

 
/ˌpälēˈbyo͞odlˌēn/






noun




a thermoplastic polymer used in water pipes.













polycarbonate

 
/ˌpälēˈkärbənət/






noun




a synthetic resin in which the polymer units are linked through carbonate groups, including many molding materials and films.













Polycarp, St.

 
/ˈpälēˌkärp/






(
c.

 69–
c.

 155), Greek bishop of Smyrna in Asia Minor. The leading Christian figure in Smyrna, he was arrested during a pagan festival, refused to recant his faith, and was burned to death. Feast day, February 23.









Polychaeta

 
/ˌpäliˈkēdə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of marine annelid worms that comprises the bristle worms.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
khaitē

 ‘mane’ (taken to mean ‘bristle’).






polychaete

 
/ˈpälēˌkēt /

 
polychete





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a marine annelid worm of the class 
Polychaeta

 ; a bristle worm.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting polychaetes.








III.
 
derivatives





polychaetous

 
/ˌpälēˈkētəs /






adjective





















polychlorinated biphenyl

 
/ˌpälēˈklôrəˌnātid bīˈfenəl /

 
PCB






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of toxic aromatic compounds, often formed as waste in industrial processes, whose molecules contain two benzene rings in which hydrogen atoms have been replaced by chlorine atoms.













polychromatic

 
/ˌpälēkrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of two or more colors; multicolored.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of light or other radiation) of a number of wavelengths or frequencies.








II.
 
derivatives





polychromatism

 
/-ˈkrōməˌtizəm /






noun





















polychrome

 
/ˈpälēˌkrōm/





I.
 
adjective




painted, printed, or decorated in several colors.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
varied coloring.




2.
 
a work of art in several colors, especially a statue.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
polychromed

 )


1.
 
execute or decorate (a work of art) in several colors.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
polukhrōmos

 , from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
khrōma

 ‘color.’





polychromy

 
/ˈpälēˌkrōmē/






noun




the art of painting in several colors, especially as applied to ancient pottery, sculpture, and architecture.













polyclonal

 
/ˌpälēˈklōnl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 consisting of or derived from many clones.













polycrest

 
/ˈpäliˌkrest/





I.
 
noun




(in homeopathy) a remedy that is frequently used, in general or for a particular condition




•
 
the poison ivy polycrests.

















– origin

 19th cent.: from Greek 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
khraosos

 ‘use.’





polycrystalline

 
/ˌpäliˈkristələn, -ˌlīn, -ˌlēn/






adjective




(of a metal or other solid) consisting of many crystalline parts that are randomly oriented with respect to each other.













polyculture

 
/ˈpälēkəlCHər/






noun




the simultaneous cultivation or exploitation of several crops or kinds of animals.













polycyclic

 
/ˌpäliˈsiklik, -ˈsīklik/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resulting from many cycles.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) having several rings of atoms in the molecule.




3.
 


[Geology]

 (of a landform or deposit) having undergone two or more cycles of erosion and deposition.













polycystic

 
/ˌpäləˈsistik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 characterized by multiple cysts.













polycythemia

 
/ˌpälēˌsīˈTHēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 polycythaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an abnormally increased concentration of hemoglobin in the blood, through either reduction of plasma volume or increase in red cell numbers. It may be a primary disease of unknown cause, or a secondary condition linked to respiratory or circulatory disorder or cancer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
polycythaemia

 , from poly-
 ‘many’ + -cyte
 ‘cell’ + Greek 
haima

 ‘blood’ + -ia
 1
 .





polydactyly

 
/ˌpäliˈdaktəlē/





I.
 
noun




a condition in which a person or animal has more than five fingers or toes on one, or on each, hand or foot.








II.
 
derivatives





polydactyl

 
/ˌpälēˈdaktl /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
poludaktulos

 (from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
daktulos

 ‘finger’) + -y
 3
 .






Polydeuces

 
/ˌpäliˈd(y)o͞oˌsēz/






another name for Pollux
 (
sense

 1).









polydipsia

 
/ˌpälēˈdipsēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally great thirst as a symptom of disease (such as diabetes) or psychological disturbance.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
poludipsios

 ‘very thirsty,’ 
poludipsos

 ‘causing great thirst,’ based on 
dipsa

 ‘thirst.’





polyelectrolyte

 
/ˌpälēəˈlektrəˌlīt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer that has several ionizable groups along the molecule, especially any of those used for coagulating and flocculating particles during water treatment or for making electrophoretic gels.













polyembryony

 
/ˌpälēˈembrēənē, -emˈbrīənē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the formation of more than one embryo from a single fertilized ovum or in a single seed.








II.
 
derivatives





polyembryonic

 
/-ˌembrēˈänik /






adjective





















polyene

 
/ˈpälēˌēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a hydrocarbon with several carbon–carbon double bonds, especially one having a chain of alternating single and double bonds.













polyester

 
/ˈpälēˌestər/






noun



1.
 
a synthetic resin in which the polymer units are linked by ester groups, used chiefly to make synthetic textile fibers.




2.
 
a fabric made from polyester fiber.













polyethnic

 
/ˌpälēˈeTHnik/





I.
 
adjective




belonging to, comprising, or containing many ethnic groups.








II.
 
derivatives





polyethnicity

 
/-eTHˈnisətē /






noun






















polyethylene

 
/ˌpälēˈeTHəlēn/






noun




a tough, light, flexible synthetic resin made by polymerizing ethylene, chiefly used for plastic bags, food containers, and other packaging.













polyethylene glycol






noun




a synthetic resin made by polymerizing ethylene glycol, in particular any of a series of water-soluble oligomers and polymers used chiefly as solvents or waxes.













polyethylene terephthalate

 
/pälēˌeTHəlēn ˌterəfˈTHalāt /

 
PET






noun




a synthetic resin made by copolymerizing ethylene glycol and terephthalic acid, widely used to make polyester fibers.













polygamist

 
/pəˈliɡəmist/






noun



1.
 
a person who has more than one wife or husband at the same time




•
 
a Mississippi-based group of practicing polygamists




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
polygamist communities.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 an animal that has more than one mate.













polygamous

 
/pəˈliɡəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
practicing, relating to, or involving polygamy




•
 
polygamous societies.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) typically having more than one mate.




3.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant) bearing some flowers with stamens only, some with pistils only, and some with both, on the same or different plants.








II.
 
derivatives





polygamously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
polugamos

 (from 
polu-

 ‘much, often’ + 
-gamos

 ‘marrying’) + -ous
 .





polygamy

 
/pəˈliɡəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice or custom of having more than one wife or husband at the same time.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a pattern of mating in which an animal has more than one mate.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the condition of bearing some male, some female, and sometimes some perfect flowers on the same plant.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
polygamie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
polugamia

 , from 
polugamos

 ‘often marrying.’





polygene

 
/ˈpälēˌjēn/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 a gene whose individual effect on a phenotype is too small to be observed, but which can act together with others to produce observable variation.











– origin

 1940s: back-formation from polygenic
 .






polygenesis

 
/ˌpälēˈjenəsəs/






noun



1.
 
origination from several independent sources, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 the hypothetical origination of a race or species from a number of independent stocks.

Compare with polygeny
 .




3.
 
the hypothetical origination of language or of a surname from a number of independent sources in different places at different times.













polygenetic

 
/ˌpälējəˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to polygenesis; having more than one origin or source.




2.
 


[Geology]

 denoting or originating from a volcano that has erupted several times.








II.
 
derivatives





polygenetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















polygenic

 
/ˌpälēˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 of, relating to, or determined by polygenes.








II.
 
derivatives





polygenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
polugenēs

 ‘of many kinds’ + -ic
 .





polygenism

 
/pəˈlijəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine of polygeny.








II.
 
derivatives





polygenist

 
/ˌpəˈlijənist /






noun, adjective






















polygeny

 
/pəˈlijənē/






noun




the theory (not now generally held) that humans evolved from several independent pairs of ancestors.

Compare with polygenesis
 .













polyglot

 
/ˈpälēˌɡlät/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
knowing or using several languages




•
 
a polyglot career woman.










2.
 
(of a book) having the text translated into several languages




•
 
polyglot and bilingual technical dictionaries.














II.
 
noun




a person who knows and is able to use several languages.








III.
 
derivatives





polyglotism

 
/-ˌɡlätˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
polyglotte

 , from Greek 
poluglōttos

 , from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
glōtta

 ‘tongue.’





polygon

 
/ˈpälēˌɡän/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 a plane figure with at least three straight sides and angles, and typically five or more.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polygonal

 
/pəˈliɡ(ə)nl /






adjective













2.
 
polygonally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
polugōnon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
polugōnos

 ‘many-angled.’





polygonum

 
/pəˈliɡənəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes knotgrass and knotweed, of which some are weeds and some are garden ornamentals.

[Genus 
Polygonum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
gonu

 ‘knee, joint’ (because of the swollen joints sheathed by stipules).






polygraph

 
/ˈpälēˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine designed to detect and record changes in physiological characteristics, such as a person's pulse and breathing rates, used especially as a lie detector.




2.
 
a lie-detector test carried out with a polygraph.








II.
 
derivatives





polygraphic

 
/ˌpäliˈɡrafik /






adjective





















polygyne

 
/ˈpäləˌjīn/






adjective






[Entomology]

 (of a social insect) having more than one egg-laying queen in each colony.














polygyny

 
/pəˈlijənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
polygamy in which a man has more than one wife.

Compare with polyandry
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a pattern of mating in which a male animal has more than one female mate.








II.
 
derivatives





polygynous

 
/pəˈlijənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from poly-
 ‘many’ + Greek 
gunē

 ‘woman.’





polyhedron

 
/ˌpälēˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 a solid figure with many plane faces, typically more than six.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polyhedral

 
/ˌpälēˈhēdrəl /






adjective













2.
 
polyhedric

 
/-ˈhēdrik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
poluedron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
poluedros

 ‘many-sided.’





polyhistor

 
/ˌpälēˈhistər/





I.
 
noun




another term for polymath
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
poluistōr

 ‘very learned,’ from 
polu-

 ‘much, very’ + 
histōr

 ‘wise man.’





Polyhymnia

 
/ˌpälēˈhimnēə /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of the art of mime.







– origin

 via Latin from Greek, literally ‘she of the many hymns.’






polymath

 
/ˈpälēˌmaTH/





I.
 
noun




a person of wide-ranging knowledge or learning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polymathic

 
/ˌpäliˈmaTHik /






adjective













2.
 
polymathy

 
/pəˈliməTHē, ˈpäliˌmaTHē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
polumathēs

 ‘having learned much,’ from 
polu-

 ‘much’ + the stem of 
manthanein

 ‘learn.’





polymer

 
/ˈpäləmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance that has a molecular structure consisting chiefly or entirely of a large number of similar units bonded together, e.g., many synthetic organic materials used as plastics and resins.








II.
 
derivatives





polymeric

 
/ˌpälēˈmerik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from Greek 
polumeros

 ‘having many parts,’ from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
meros

 ‘a share.’





polymerase

 
/pəˈlimərāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that brings about the formation of a particular polymer, especially DNA or RNA.

See also transcriptase
 .













polymerize

 
/ˌpəˈliməˌrīz ˈpäːlēmərīz/





I.
 
verb






[Chemistry]

 combine or cause to combine to form a polymer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polymerizable

 
/pəˌliməˈrīzəbəl, päləmə- /






adjective













2.
 
polymerization

 
/pəˌlimərəˈzāSHən ˌpäləmərəˈzāSHən ˌpäləməˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun





















polymerous

 
/pəˈlimərəs/






adjective






[Biology]

 having or consisting of many parts.













polymethyl methacrylate

 
/ˌpäliˌmeTHəl meTHˈakrəlāt/






noun




a glassy synthetic resin obtained by polymerizing methyl methacrylate, used to make perspex, plexiglas, and lucite.













polymorph

 
/ˈpälēˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an organism or inorganic object or material that takes various forms.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 a polymorphonuclear leukocyte.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
polumorphos

 , from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’





polymorphic

 
/ˌpälēˈmôrfik/






adjective



1.
 
occurring in several different forms, in particular with reference to species or genetic variation




•
 
polymorphic fish species




•
 
polymorphic viruses can mutate to make identification difficult.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a feature of a programming language) allowing routines to use variables of different types at different times




•
 
useful polymorphic functions.



















polymorphism

 
/ˌpälēˈmôrfizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of occurring in several different forms




•
 
the complexity and polymorphism of human cognition.










2.
 


[Biology]

 the occurrence of different forms among the members of a population or colony, or in the life cycle of an individual organism.




3.
 


[Genetics]

 the presence of genetic variation within a population, upon which natural selection can operate.




4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the occurrence of a number of alternative forms within a section of a nucleic acid or protein molecule.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a feature of a programming language that allows routines to use variables of different types at different times.








II.
 
derivatives





polymorphous

 
/ˌpälēˈmôrfəs /






adjective





















polymorphonuclear

 
/ˌpälēˌmôrfōˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a leukocyte) having a nucleus with several lobes and a cytoplasm that contains granules, as in an eosinophil or basophil.













polymorphous perversity

 
/ˌpälēˌmôrfəs pərˈvərsədē/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 a generalized sexual desire that can be excited and gratified in many ways, normal in young children but unusual in adults.








II.
 
derivatives





polymorphously perverse






adjective





















polymyalgia

 
/ˌpälēmīˈalj(ē)ə /

 
polymyalgia rheumatica /ˌpälēmīˈalj(ē)ə ro͞oˈmadikə/






I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disorder of the connective tissue characterized by pain and stiffness of the muscles, often occurring in association with temporal arteritis (in which the arteries supplying blood to the head become inflamed or damaged)




•
 
liver function tests show mild abnormalities in patients with polymyalgia rheumatica.

















– origin

 1930s: from poly-
 ‘many, much’ + myalgia
 ‘pain in a muscle or muscles.’





polymyxin

 
/ˌpälēˈmiksən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of polypeptide antibiotics that are active chiefly against Gram-negative bacteria.

[Polymyxins are obtained from soil bacteria of the genus 
Bacillus

 , in particular 
B. polymyxa

 .]











– origin

 1940s: from modern Latin 
polymyxa

 , from Greek 
polu-

 ‘much’ + 
muxa

 ‘slime’ + -in
 1
 .





Polynesia

 
/ˌpäləˈnēZHə/





I.
 
a region of the central Pacific Ocean that lies east of Micronesia and Melanesia and contains the easternmost of the three large groups of Pacific islands, including Hawaii, the Marquesas Islands, Samoa, the Cook Islands, and French Polynesia.







– origin

 from poly-
 ‘many’ + Greek 
nēsos

 ‘island.’





Polynesian

 
/ˌpäləˈnēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Polynesia, its people, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Polynesia, or a person of Polynesian descent.




2.
 
a group of Austronesian languages spoken in Polynesia, including Maori, Hawaiian, and Samoan.













polyneuritis

 
/ˌpälən(y)o͝orˈīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any disorder that affects the peripheral nerves collectively.








II.
 
derivatives





polyneuritic

 
/-n(y)o͝orˈitik /






adjective





















polyneuropathy

 
/ˌpäliˌn(y)o͝orˈäpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 a general degeneration of peripheral nerves that spreads toward the center of the body.














polynomial

 
/ˌpäləˈnōmēəl/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of several terms.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 an expression of more than two algebraic terms, especially the sum of several terms that contain different powers of the same variable(s).




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Biology]

 a Latin name with more than two parts.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from poly-
 ‘many,’ on the pattern of 
multinomial

 .





polynomial time






noun






[Computing]

 the time required for a computer to solve a problem, where this time is a simple polynomial function of the size of the input.













polynosic

 
/ˌpäliˈnäsik/






noun




a long-fiber rayon-and-polyester blend with a soft finish, used mainly in clothing.













polynuclear

 
/ˌpälēˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a complex) containing more than one metal atom.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) polycyclic.













polynucleotide

 
/ˌpälēˈnyo͞oklēətīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a linear polymer whose molecule is composed of many nucleotide units, constituting a section of a nucleic acid molecule.













polynya

 
/ˌpälənˈyä/





I.
 
noun




a stretch of open water surrounded by ice, especially in Arctic seas.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian, from the base of 
pole

 ‘field.’





polyoma virus

 
/ˌpälēˈōmə ˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of DNA viruses that are usually endemic in their host species without causing disease but that can cause tumors when injected into other species.














polyp

 
/ˈpäləp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a solitary or colonial sedentary form of a coelenterate such as a sea anemone, typically having a columnar body with the mouth uppermost surrounded by a ring of tentacles. In some species, polyps are a phase in the life cycle that alternates with a medusoid phase.

Compare with medusa
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a small growth, typically benign and with a stalk, protruding from a mucous membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





polypous

 
/ˈpäləpəs /






adjective





polyp
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
polipe

 , from Latin 
polypus

 (see polypus
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 18th cent.





polypary

 
/ˈpäləˌperē/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the common stem or skeletal support of a colony of polyps, to which the individual zooids are attached.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
polyparium

 , from Latin 
polypus

 (see polypus
 ).





polypeptide

 
/ˌpälēˈpeptīd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a linear organic polymer consisting of a large number of amino-acid residues bonded together in a chain, forming part of (or the whole of) a protein molecule.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from poly-
 ‘many’ + peptone
 + -ide
 .





polyphagous

 
/pəˈlifəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an animal) able to feed on various kinds of food.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
poluphagos

 ‘eating to excess’ + -ous
 .





polypharmacy

 
/ˌpälēˈfärməsē/






noun



1.
 
the simultaneous use of multiple drugs to treat a single ailment or condition.




2.
 
the simultaneous use of multiple drugs by a single patient, for one or more conditions.













polyphase

 
/ˈpälēˌfāz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of or occurring in a number of separate stages.




2.
 
(of an electrical device or circuit) designed to supply or use simultaneously several alternating currents of the same voltage and frequency but with different phases.








II.
 
derivatives





polyphasic

 
/ˌpäliˈfāzik /






adjective





















Polyphemus

 
/ˌpäləˈfēməs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Cyclops who trapped Odysseus and some of his companions in a cave, from which they escaped by putting out his one eye while he slept. In another story, Polyphemus loved the sea nymph Galatea, and in jealousy killed his rival Acis.









polyphenol

 
/ˌpäliˈfēˌnôl, -ˌnōl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound containing more than one phenolic hydroxyl group.














polyphonic

 
/ˌpälēˈfänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
producing many sounds simultaneously; many-voiced




•
 
a 64-voice polyphonic sound module.










2.
 


[Music]

 (especially of vocal music) in two or more parts, each having a melody of its own; contrapuntal.

Compare with homophonic
 .




3.
 


[Music]

 (of an instrument) capable of producing more than one note at a time.








II.
 
derivatives





polyphonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
poluphōnos

 (from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
phōnē

 ‘voice, sound’) + -ic
 .





polyphony

 
/pəˈlifənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the style of simultaneously combining a number of parts, each forming an individual melody and harmonizing with each other.




2.
 


[Music]

 a composition written, played, or sung in polyphony.




3.
 


[Music]

 (on an electronic keyboard or synthesizer) the number of notes or voices that can be played simultaneously without loss.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polyphonist

 
/-fənist /






noun













2.
 
polyphonous

 
/-fənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
poluphōnia

 , from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
phōnē

 ‘sound.’





polyphyletic

 
/ˌpälēfīˈledik/






adjective






[Biology]

 (of a group of organisms) derived from more than one common evolutionary ancestor or ancestral group and therefore not suitable for placing in the same taxon.













polypi

 
/ˈpäləˌpī, -pē/






plural form of polypus
 .









polypill

 
/ˈpälēˌpil/






noun




a pill containing a number of medicines that all treat the same condition.













polyploid

 
/ˈpälēˌploid /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) containing more than two homologous sets of chromosomes.




2.
 
(of an organism or species) composed of polyploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a polyploid organism, variety, or species.








III.
 
derivatives





polyploidy

 
/ˈpäləploidē /






noun





















polypod

 
/ˈpäləˌpäd/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 having many feet or footlike appendages, especially denoting a phase of insect larval development characterized by a segmented abdomen with rudimentary or functional appendages.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a noun denoting an animal having many feet): from French 
polypode

 ‘many-footed,’ from Greek 
polupous

 , 
polupod-

 , from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





polypody

 
/ˈpäləˌpōdē/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed fern that has stout scaly creeping rhizomes and remains green during the winter, growing on trees, walls, and stones, especially in limestone areas.

[Genus 
Polypodium

 , family 
Polypodiaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common polypody

 (
P. vulgare

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
polupodion

 , denoting a kind of fern, from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





polypoid

 
/ˈpäləˌpoid/






adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or resembling a polyp or hydra.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the polyp stage in the life cycle of a coelenterate.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a growth) resembling or in the form of a polyp.













polypore

 
/ˈpäliˌpôr/






noun




a bracket fungus in which the spores are expelled through fine pores on the underside.

[Several families in the order 
Aphyllophorales

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 , in particular 
Polyporaceae

 , which includes the dryad saddle
 .]













polyposis

 
/ˌpälēˈpōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by the presence of numerous internal polyps, especially a hereditary disease (
familial adenomatous polyposis

 ) that affects the colon and in which the polyps may become malignant.













polypropylene

 
/ˌpälēˈprōpəˌlēn/






noun




a synthetic resin that is a polymer of propylene, used especially for ropes, fabrics, and molded objects.













polyptych

 
/ˈpälipˌtik/





I.
 
noun




a painting, typically an altarpiece, consisting of more than three leaves or panels joined by hinges or folds.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
polyptycha

 (neuter plural) ‘registers,’ from Greek 
poluptukhos

 ‘having many folds,’ from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
ptukhē

 ‘fold.’






polypus

 
/ˈpäləpəs/





I.
 
noun




archaic or technical term for polyp
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from a variant of Greek 
polupous

 ‘cuttlefish, polyp,’ from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





polyrhythm

 
/ˈpäliˌriT͟Həm/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a rhythm that makes use of two or more different rhythms simultaneously.








II.
 
derivatives





polyrhythmic

 
/ˌpäliˈriT͟Hmik /






adjective





















polyribosome

 
/ˌpälēˈrībəsōm/






noun




another term for polysome
 .













polysaccharide

 
/ˌpälēˈsakərīd/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a carbohydrate (e.g., starch, cellulose, or glycogen) whose molecules consist of a number of sugar molecules bonded together.













polysemy

 
/päˈlisəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the coexistence of many possible meanings for a word or phrase.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polysemic

 
/ˌpälēˈsēmik /






adjective













2.
 
polysemous

 
/ˌpälēˈsēməs pəˈlisəməs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from poly-
 ‘many’ + Greek 
sēma

 ‘sign.’





polysexual

 
/ˌpälēˈsekSHo͞oəl/






adjective




incorporating many different kinds of sexuality; pansexual.














polysome

 
/ˈpälēˌsōm/






noun






[Biology]

 a cluster of ribosomes held together by a strand of messenger RNA that each ribosome is translating.














polystyrene

 
/ˌpälēˈstīrēn/






noun




a synthetic resin that is a polymer of styrene, used chiefly as lightweight rigid foams and films.













polysulfide

 
/ˌpälēˈsəlfīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 polysulphide






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a compound containing two or more sulfur atoms bonded together as an anion or group.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a synthetic rubber or other polymer in which the units are linked through sulfur compounds.













polysyllabic

 
/ˌpälēsəˈlabik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a word) having more than one syllable.




2.
 
using or characterized by words of many syllables




•
 
polysyllabic jargon.














II.
 
derivatives





polysyllabically

 
/-səˈlabək(ə)lē /






adverb





















polysyllable

 
/ˈpälēˌsiləbəl ˌpälēˈsiləbəl/






noun




a polysyllabic word.













polysymptomatic

 
/ˌpälēˌsimptəˈmadik/






adjective




(of a disease condition or a person or animal) involving or exhibiting many symptoms.













polysynthetic

 
/ˌpälēsinˈTHedik/






adjective




denoting or relating to a language characterized by complex words consisting of several morphemes, in which a single word may function as a whole sentence. Many American Indian languages are polysynthetic.













polytechnic

 
/ˌpälēˈteknik/





I.
 
noun




an institution of higher education offering courses in many subjects, especially vocational or technical subjects.








II.
 
adjective




dealing with or devoted to various vocational or technical subjects.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
polytechnique

 , from Greek 
polutekhnos

 , from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
tekhnē

 ‘art.’





polytene

 
/ˈpäləˌtēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 relating to or denoting a giant chromosome that is composed of many parallel copies of the genetic material, as found in 
Drosophila

 fruit flies, where they are much used in genetic research.











– origin

 1930s: from poly-
 ‘many’ + 
-tene

 (from Greek 
tainia

 ‘band, ribbon’) denoting stages of the first meiotic division.






polytetrafluoroethylene

 
/ˌpälēˌtetrəˌflôrōˈeTHəlēn/






noun




another term for Teflon
 .













polytheism

 
/ˈpälēTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the belief in or worship of more than one god.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polytheist

 
/ˌpälēˈTHēist /






noun













2.
 
polytheistic

 
/ˌpälēˌTHēˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
polythéisme

 , from Greek 
polutheos

 ‘of many gods,’ from 
polu-

 ‘many’ + 
theos

 ‘god.’





polythene

 
/ˈpäləTHēn/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for polyethylene
 .











– origin

 1930s: contraction of polyethylene
 .





polytonality

 
/ˌpälētōˈnalədē/





I.
 
noun




the simultaneous use of two or more keys in a musical composition.








II.
 
derivatives





polytonal

 
/ˌpäliˈtōnl /






adjective





















polytype

 
/ˈpälēˌtīp/





I.
 
noun






[Crystallography]

 any of a number of forms of a crystalline substance that differ in only one of the dimensions of the unit cell.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
polytypic

 
/ˌpäliˈtipik /






adjective













2.
 
polytypism

 
/ˌpäliˈtīˌpizəm /






noun





















polyunsaturated

 
/ˌpälēənˈsaCHəˌrādəd/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound, especially a fat or oil molecule) containing several double or triple bonds between carbon atoms. Polyunsaturated fats, which are usually of plant origin, are regarded as healthier in the diet than saturated fats.













polyunsaturates

 
/ˌpälēənˈsaCHərəts/






plural noun




polyunsaturated fats or fatty acids.














polyurethane

 
/ˌpälēˈyo͞orəˌTHān/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic resin in which the polymer units are linked by urethane groups, used chiefly as constituents of paints, varnishes, adhesives, and foams.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
polyurethaned

 )


1.
 
coat or protect with polyurethane.














polyuria

 
/ˌpälēˈyo͝orēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 production of abnormally large volumes of dilute urine.

Compare with diuresis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





polyuric

 
/-ˈyo͝orik /






adjective






















polyvalent

 
/ˌpälēˈvāl(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 having a valence of three or more.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 having the property of counteracting several related poisons or affording immunity against different strains of a microorganism.




3.
 
having many different functions, forms, or facets




•
 
as emotion, love is polyvalent.














II.
 
derivatives





polyvalence

 
/ˌpälēˈvāləns /






noun





















polyvinyl

 
/ˌpälēˈvīnl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting materials or objects made from polymers of vinyl compounds.













polyvinyl acetate

 
PVA






noun




a synthetic resin made by polymerizing vinyl acetate, used chiefly in paints and adhesives.














polyvinyl chloride

 
/ˈˌpälēˈvīnl ˈˌpäləˈvīnl ˈklôˌrīd /

 
PVC






noun




a tough, chemically resistant synthetic resin made by polymerizing vinyl chloride and used for a wide variety of products including pipes, flooring, and sheeting.














polyvinylpyrrolidone

 
/ˌpälēˌvīnlpəˈräləˌdōn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a water-soluble polymer of vinyl pyrrolidone, used as a synthetic blood plasma substitute and in the cosmetic, drug, and food-processing industries.













polywater

 
/ˈpäliˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






noun






‹historical›

 a supposed polymeric form of water markedly different from ordinary water, claimed as a new discovery in the early 1970s. The claim was later retracted when its properties were found to be the result of impurities.













Polyzoa

 
/ˌpäliˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
British term for Bryozoa
 .




II.
 
derivatives





polyzoan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from poly-
 ‘many’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





Pom1


 
/päm/






noun




short for Pomeranian
 .













Pom2


 
/päm/





I.
 
noun






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a British person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: short for Pommy
 .





pomace

 
/ˈpəməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in cider making) the pulpy residue remaining after fruit has been crushed in order to extract its juice.




2.
 
the pulpy matter remaining after some other substance has been pressed or crushed, for example castor oil seeds after the oil has been extracted.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently from medieval Latin 
pomacium

 ‘cider,’ from Latin 
pomum

 ‘apple.’






pomade

 
/pəˈmād pəˈmäd /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
noun




a scented ointment applied to the hair or scalp.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
pomaded

 )


1.
 
apply pomade to.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
pommade

 , based on Latin 
pomum

 ‘apple’ (from which it was originally made).





Pomak

 
/ˈpōmak/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim Bulgarian.











– origin

 Bulgarian.





pomander

 
/pōˈmandər ˈpōˌmandər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ball or perforated container of sweet-smelling substances such as herbs and spices, placed in a closet, drawer, or room to perfume the air or (formerly) carried as a supposed protection against infection.




2.
 
a piece of fruit, typically an orange or apple, studded with cloves and hung in a closet by a ribbon for a similar purpose.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
pome d'embre

 , from medieval Latin 
pomum de ambra

 ‘apple of ambergris.’





pomatum

 
/pōˈmātəm, -ˈmätəm/





I.
 
noun, verb




another term for pomade
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
pomum

 ‘apple.’





pombe

 
/ˈpämbā/





I.
 
noun




(in central and eastern Africa) a fermented drink made from various kinds of grain and fruit.











– origin

 Kiswahili.





pome

 
/pōm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fruit consisting of a fleshy enlarged receptacle and a tough central core containing the seeds, e.g., an apple or pear.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
poma

 , plural of 
pomum

 ‘apple.’






pomegranate

 
/ˈpäm(ə)ˌɡranət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an orange-sized fruit with a tough reddish outer skin and sweet red gelatinous flesh containing many seeds.




2.
 
the tree that bears the pomegranate, which is native to North Africa and western Asia and has long been cultivated.

[
Punica granatum

 , family 
Punicaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pome grenate

 , from 
pome

 ‘apple’ + 
grenate

 ‘pomegranate’ (from Latin 
(malum) granatum

 ‘(apple) having many seeds,’ from 
granum

 ‘seed’).






pomelo

 
/ˈpäməlō /

 
pummelo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the largest of the citrus fruits, with a thick yellow skin and bitter pulp that resembles grapefruit in flavor.

Also called shaddock
 .




2.
 
the tree that bears the pomelo fruit.

[
Citrus maxima

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Pomerania

 
/ˌpäməˈrānēə/






a region of northern Europe that extends along the southern shore of the Baltic Sea in northeastern Germany and Poland. The region was controlled variously by Germany, Poland, the Holy Roman Empire, Prussia, and Sweden until the larger part was restored to Poland in 1945 and the western portion became a part of the German state of Mecklenburg–West Pomerania.










Pomeranian

 
/ˌpäməˈrānēən/






noun




a small dog of a breed with long silky hair, a pointed muzzle, and pricked ears.













Pomerol

 
/ˈpäməˌrôl, -ˌrōl/






noun




a red Bordeaux wine produced in Pomerol, a region in the Gironde, France.













pomfret

 
/ˈpämfrət, ˈpəm-/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied fish of open seas that typically has scales on the dorsal and anal fins.

[Family 
Bramidae

 : several genera and species, including the edible 
Brama brama

 of the North Atlantic.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: apparently from Portuguese 
pampo

 .





POMG






abbreviation




peace of mind guaranteed.














pommel

 
/ˈpäməl ˈpəməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rounded knob on the end of the handle of a sword, dagger, or old-fashioned gun.




2.
 
the upward curving or projecting part of a saddle in front of the rider.








II.
 
verb




another term for pummel
 .











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a ball or finial at the top point of a tower, corner of an altar, etc.): from Old French 
pomel

 , from a diminutive of Latin 
pomum

 ‘fruit, apple.’






pommel horse






noun




a vaulting horse fitted with a pair of curved handgrips, used for a gymnastic exercise consisting of swings of the legs and body.














pommes frites

 
/ˌpəm ˈfrēt/





I.
 
plural noun




(especially in recipes or on menus) French fries.











– origin

 French, from 
pommes de terre frites

 , literally ‘fried potatoes.’






Pommy

 
/ˈpämē /

 

‹Austral./NZ informal often derogatory›


 
Pommie





I.
 
adjective




British




•
 
a Pommy accent.














II.
 
noun




a British person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently a shortening of 
pomegranate

 , rhyming slang for ‘immigrant.’





Pomo

 
/ˈpōmō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of northern California.




2.
 
any of the languages of the Pomo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Pomo or their languages.











– origin

 from Pomo 
phōmō phóʔmaʔ

 ‘dweller at the red-earth hole.’





po-mo

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




short for postmodern
 :




•
 
po-mo literary theory.














II.
 
noun




short for postmodernism
 :




•
 
po-mo has become mainstream.



















pomodoro

 
/ˌpäməˈdôrō/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a sauce made from tomatoes, typically served with pasta




•
 
a low-calorie pomodoro sauce is the way to go if you're planning on enjoying some pasta




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
the spaghetti pomodoro was very good.

















– origin

 Italian, ‘tomato.’





pomology

 
/pəˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the science of growing fruit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pomological

 
/ˌpōməˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
pomologist

 
/pəˈmäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
pomum

 ‘fruit’ + -logy
 .





Pomona

 
/pəˈmōnə/






an industrial and commercial city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 152,699 (est. 2008).









pomp

 
/pämp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
ceremony and splendid display, especially at a public event




•
 
St. Paul's was perfectly adapted to 
pomp and circumstance

 .










2.
 
(
pomps

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 ostentatious boastfulness or vanity




•
 
the pomps and vanities of this world.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pompe

 , via Latin from Greek 
pompē

 ‘procession, pomp,’ from 
pempein

 ‘send.’





pompadour

 
/ˈpämpəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a man's hairstyle in which the hair is combed up from the forehead without a part.




2.
 
a woman's hairstyle in which the hair is turned back off the forehead in a roll.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
pompadoured

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 arrange (hair) in a pompadour.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Madame de 
Pompadour

 (see Pompadour, Marquise de
 ).






Pompadour, Marquise de

 
/ˈpämpəˌdôr, -ˌdo͝or, pôNpäˈdo͞or/






(1721–64), French noblewoman; known as 
Madame de Pompadour

 ; born 
Jeanne Antoinette Poisson

 . In 1744, she became the mistress of Louis XV, gaining considerable influence at court.









pompano

 
/ˈpämpəˌnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible butterfish that lives in shoals along the east coast of North America.

[
Peprillus simillimus

 , family 
Stromateidae

 .]




2.
 
another term for jack
 1
 (
sense

 11).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish 
pámpano

 , perhaps from 
pámpana

 ‘vine leaf,’ because of its shape.





Pompano Beach

 
/ˌpämpəˌnō ˈbēCH/






a resort city in southeastern Florida, north of Fort Lauderdale, on the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 101,943 (est. 2008).









Pompeii

 
/pämˈpāē/






an ancient city in western Italy, southeast of Naples. The city was buried by an eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 
AD

 79; excavations of the site began in 1748 and revealed well-preserved remains of buildings, mosaics, furniture, and the personal possessions of the city's inhabitants.









Pompey

 
/ˈpämpē/






(106–48 
BC

 ), Roman general and statesman; Latin name 
Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus

 ; known as 
Pompey the Great

 . He founded the First Triumvirate, but later quarreled with Julius Caesar, who defeated him at the battle of Pharsalus. He then fled to Egypt, where he was murdered.









Pompidou, Georges

 
/ˈpämpiˌdo͞o, pôNpēˈdo͞o/






(1911–74), French statesman; prime minister 1962–68 and president 1969–74; full name 
Georges Jean Raymond Pompidou

 . He was instrumental in ending the conflict in Algeria between French forces and nationalist guerrillas.









pompier

 
/pämˈpyā/





I.
 
noun




an artist regarded as painting in an academic, imitative, and vulgarly neoclassical style.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘fireman,’ said to derive from the similarity between firemen's helmets and those worn by the Greek gods and heroes depicted by late Classical artists.





pom-pom1


 
/ˈpämpäm /

 
pompom
 , pompon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small woolen ball attached to a garment, especially a hat, for decoration.




2.
 
a large round cluster of brightly colored streamers waved in pairs by cheerleaders.




3.
 
a dahlia, chrysanthemum, or aster with small tightly clustered petals


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
miniature, pompom, and border dahlias.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French 
pompon

 , of unknown origin.





pom-pom2


 
/ˈpämpäm /

 
pompom





I.
 
noun




an automatic quick-firing two-pounder cannon of the World War II period, typically mounted on a ship and used against aircraft.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative of the sound of the discharge.





pomposity

 
/pämˈpäsədē/






noun




the quality of being pompous; self-importance




•
 
his reputation for arrogance and pomposity.



















pompous

 
/ˈpämpəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
affectedly and irritatingly grand, solemn, or self-important




•
 
a pompous ass who pretends he knows everything.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 characterized by pomp or splendor




•
 
there were many processions and other pompous shows.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pompously

 
/ˈpämpəslē /






adverb













2.
 
pompousness

 
/ˈpämpəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pompeux

 ‘full of grandeur,’ from late Latin 
pomposus

 , from 
pompa

 ‘pomp.’





’pon

 
/pän, pən/






preposition




short for upon
 , esp. in poetic use or to represent dialect.













Ponca

 
/ˈpäNGkə, ˈpôNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Siouan people formerly inhabiting northern Nebraska and southern South Dakota.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Ponca, related to Omaha.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Ponca or their language.











– origin

 via French, from the Ponca name 
pãka

 .





Ponca City

 
/ˌpäNGkə ˈsidē/






an industrial city in north central Oklahoma; pop. 24,507 (est. 2008).









ponce

 
/päns /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 an effeminate man.




2.
 
a man who lives off a prostitute's earnings.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live off a prostitute's earnings.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ask for or obtain (something to which one is not strictly entitled)




•
 
I 
ponced

 a cigarette 
off

 her.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
ponce around/about








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 behave in a ridiculous, ineffective, or posturing way




•
 
I ponced around in front of the mirror.















2.
 
ponce something up








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 make overly elaborate and unnecessary changes to something in an attempt to improve it.















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from the verb pounce
 1
 .





Ponce

 
/ˈpônsā/






an industrial port in southern Puerto Rico, on the Caribbean Sea; pop. 144,500 (est. 2009).









Ponce de León, Juan

 
/ˈpäns də ˈlēän, ˌpônsā de lāˈôn/






(
c.

 1460–1521), Spanish explorer. He accompanied Columbus on his second voyage to the New World in 1493, became governor of Puerto Rico 1510–12, and landed on the coast of Florida near what became St. Augustine in 1513, claiming the area for Spain.









poncho

 
/ˈpän(t)SHō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a garment of a type originally worn in South America, made of a thick piece of woolen cloth with a slit in the middle for the head.




2.
 
a waterproof garment in the style of a poncho worn as a raincoat.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from South American Spanish, from Araucanian.





poncy

 
/ˈpänsē /

 
poncey






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 pretentious or affected




•
 
a poncy wine bar.




















pond

 
/pänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small body of still water formed naturally or by hollowing or embanking.




2.
 
(
the pond

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the Atlantic ocean




•
 
he's relatively unknown on this side of the pond.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold back or dam up (flowing water or another liquid) to form a small lake.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of flowing water or other liquids) form a small lake


(as 
noun

 
ponding

 )


•
 
where a path goes down into a dip, you'll have to ensure that ponding doesn't occur.

















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of pound
 3
 , commonly used in dialect in the same sense.






ponder

 
/ˈpändər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think about (something) carefully, especially before making a decision or reaching a conclusion




•
 
I pondered the question of what clothes to wear for the occasion




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she sat pondering over her problem.














II.
 
derivatives





ponderation

 
/ˌpändəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘appraise, judge the worth of’): from Old French 
ponderer

 ‘consider,’ from Latin 
ponderare

 ‘weigh, reflect on,’ from 
pondus

 , 
ponder-

 ‘weight.’





ponderable

 
/ˈpändərəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 having appreciable weight or significance.








II.
 
derivatives





ponderability

 
/ˌpänd(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
ponderabilis

 , from 
ponderare

 ‘weigh, reflect on’ (see ponder
 ).





ponderosa

 
/ˌpändəˈrōsə /

 
ponderosa pine





I.
 
noun




a tall slender pine tree, the most widespread conifer of western North America, planted for timber and as an ornamental.

[
Pinus ponderosa

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: feminine of Latin 
ponderosus

 ‘massive, ponderous,’ used as a specific epithet in 
Pinus ponderosa

 .





ponderous

 
/ˈpänd(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slow and clumsy because of great weight




•
 
her footsteps were heavy and ponderous.










2.
 
dull, laborious, or excessively solemn




•
 
Liz could hardly restrain herself from finishing all his ponderous sentences.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ponderosity

 
/ˌpändəˈräsətē /






noun













2.
 
ponderously

 
/ˈpänd(ə)rəslē /






adverb













3.
 
ponderousness

 
/ˈpänd(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
ponderosus

 , from 
pondus

 , 
ponder-

 ‘weight.’






Pondicherry

 
/ˌpändiˈCHerē, -ˈSHerē/






former name (until 2006) for Puducherry
 .









pond scum






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a mass of algae forming a green film on the surface of stagnant water.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing perceived as worthless or contemptible.













pondweed

 
/ˈpän(d)wēd/






noun




a submerged aquatic plant that grows in still or running water and sometimes has floating leaves.

[Genus 
Potamogeton

 , family 
Potamogetonaceae

 .]














pone

 
/pōn/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 unleavened cornbread in the form of flat oval cakes or loaves, originally as prepared with water by North American Indians and cooked in hot ashes.











– origin

 Virginia Algonquian, ‘bread.’





pong

 
/pôNG päNG /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun




a strong, unpleasant smell.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smell strongly and unpleasantly.








III.
 
derivatives





pongy

 
/ˈpäNGē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





pongee

 
/ˈpänjē pänˈjē/





I.
 
noun




a soft and typically unbleached type of Chinese plain-woven fabric, originally made from threads of raw silk and now also other fibers such as cotton, which are usually mercerized.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Chinese (Mandarin dialect) 
bĕnjī

 , literally ‘own loom’ or 
běnzhī

 , literally ‘home-woven.’





pongid

 
/ˈpänjid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a primate of a family (
Pongidae

 ) that comprises the great apes.

See also hominid
 .











– origin

 1950s: from modern Latin 
Pongidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Pongo

 , originally from Congolese 
mpongo

 , used as a term in zoology to refer to the gorilla and other apes.





poniard

 
/ˈpänyərd/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small, slim dagger.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
poignard

 , based on Latin 
pugnus

 ‘fist.’






pons

 
/pänz /

 
pons Varolii





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the brainstem that links the medulla oblongata and the thalamus.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bridge,’ (in full) ‘bridge of Varolius,’ named after C. Varoli (1543–75), Italian anatomist.





Pons, Lily

 
/pänz/






(1898–1976), US opera singer; born in France; born 
Alice-Josephine Pons

 . A coloratura soprano, she made her debut at the Metropolitan Opera in 1931 and sang there for 25 years. She also appeared in movies.









pons asinorum

 
/ˌpänz ˌasəˈnôrəm/





I.
 
noun




the point at which many learners fail, especially a theory or formula that is difficult to grasp.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Latin, literally ‘bridge of asses,’ term taken from the fifth proposition of the first book of Euclid.






Ponselle, Rosa

 
/pänˈsel/






(1897–1981), US opera singer; born 
Rosa Ponzillo

 . She sang with the Metropolitan Opera 1918–36, beginning with her debut as Leonora in Verdi's 
La forza del destino

 .









Pontchartrain, Lake

 
/ˈpänCHərˌtrān/






a shallow lake in southeastern Louisiana, north of New Orleans and Metairie, noted for its long causeway.









pontes

 
/ˈpäntēz/






plural form of pons
 .









Pontiac1


 
/ˈpän(t)ēˌak/






an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, northwest of Detroit; pop. 66,095 (est. 2008).









Pontiac2


 
/ˈpän(t)ēˌak/






(c.1720–69), Ottawa Indian chief. He is credited with organizing and leading a rebellion against the British, during which he led a year-long siege of Fort Detroit 1763–64. He agreed to terms of peace in 1766.









Pontiac fever





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a mild systemic disease with symptoms resembling influenza, probably caused by a legionella infection.











– origin

 1960s: named after 
Pontiac

 , Michigan, where the first major outbreak was recorded.





Pontianak

 
/ˌpän(t)ēˈänək/






a seaport in Indonesia, on the western coast of Borneo, at the delta of the Kapuas River; pop. 469,400 (est. 2009).









Pontic

 
/ˈpän(t)ik/






adjective




of or relating to ancient Pontus.














pontifex

 
/ˈpän(t)əˌfeks/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) a member of the principal college of priests.











– origin

 Latin, from 
pons

 , 
pont-

 ‘bridge’ + 
-fex

 from 
facere

 ‘make.’





Pontifex Maximus

 
/ˌpän(t)əˌfeks ˈmaksəməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Rome) the head of the principal college of priests.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a title of the pope.











– origin

 
Maximus

 , superlative of Latin 
magnus

 ‘great.’





pontiff

 
/ˈpän(t)əf /

 
sovereign
 , supreme pontiff





I.
 
noun




the pope.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
pontife

 , from Latin 
pontifex

 (see pontifex
 ).





pontifical

 
/pänˈtifik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) of or relating to the pope




•
 
a pontifical commission.










2.
 
characterized by a pompous and superior air of infallibility




•
 
such explanations were greeted with pontifical disdain.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 (in the Roman Catholic Church) an office book of the Western Church containing rites to be performed by the pope or bishops.




2.
 
(
pontificals

 )
 — 

‹rare›

 the vestments and insignia of a bishop, cardinal, or abbot




•
 
a bishop in full pontificals.














III.
 
derivatives





pontifically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pontificalis

 , from 
pontifex

 (see pontifex
 ).





pontificate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/pänˈtifiˌkāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) officiate as bishop, especially at Mass.




2.
 
express one's opinions in a way considered annoyingly pompous and dogmatic




•
 
he was pontificating about art and history.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/pänˈtifikət /



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the office or tenure of pope or bishop.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pontification

 
/-ˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
pontificator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
pontificatus

 , from 
pontifex

 (see pontifex
 ). The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





pontifices

 
/pänˈtifəˌsēz/






plural form of pontifex
 .










pontil

 
/ˈpän(t)l/





I.
 
noun




another term for punty
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, apparently from Italian 
pontello

 ‘small point,’ diminutive of 
punto

 .





pontine

 
/ˈpäntīn/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of, relating to, or affecting the pons of the brain.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
pons

 , 
pont-

 ‘bridge’ + -ine
 1
 .






Pontine Marshes

 
/ˈpänˌtēn, -ˌtīn/






an area of marshland in western Italy, on the Tyrrhenian coast south of Rome. It was infested with malaria in ancient Roman times, but not until 1928 was an extensive program to drain the marshes begun. Several new towns have since been built in the region, which is now a productive agricultural area.

Italian name Agro Pontino
 .









Pont l'Évêque

 
/ˌpän ləˈvek/






noun




a kind of creamy soft cheese made originally at Pont l'Évêque in Normandy, France.













pontoon1


 
/ˌpänˈto͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat-bottomed boat or hollow metal cylinder used with others to support a temporary bridge or floating landing stage.




2.
 
a bridge or landing stage supported by pontoons.




3.
 
a large flat-bottomed barge or lighter equipped with cranes.




4.
 
either of the floats fitted to an aircraft to enable it to land on water.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
ponton

 , from Latin 
ponto

 , 
ponton-

 , from 
pons

 , 
pont-

 ‘bridge.’





pontoon2


 
/ˌpänˈto͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the card game blackjack or vingt-et-un.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a hand of two cards totaling 21 in the card game pontoon.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably an alteration of 
vingt-et-un

 ‘twenty-one.’





Pontormo, Jacopo da

 
/pônˈtôrmō/






(1494–1557), Italian painter, whose use of dynamic composition, anatomical exaggeration, and bright colors placed him at the forefront of early mannerism.









Pontus

 
/ˈpän(t)əs/






an ancient region in northern Asia Minor, on the Black Sea coast north of Cappadocia. By the end of the 1st century 
BC

 , it had been defeated by Rome and absorbed into the Roman Empire.









pony

 
/ˈpōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horse of a small breed, especially one whose height at the withers is below 14 hands 2 inches (58 inches).




2.
 
(
the ponies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 racehorses




•
 
he had been 
playing the ponies

 on the side.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a small drinking glass or the drink contained in it




•
 
a pony of vodka.










4.
 
a literal translation of a foreign-language text, used illicitly by students; a trot.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 twenty-five pounds sterling.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
pony up

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 pay (money), especially as a contribution or an unavoidable expense




•
 
getting ready to pony up for their children's college education.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from French 
poulenet

 ‘small foal,’ diminutive of 
poulain

 , from late Latin 
pullanus

 , from Latin 
pullus

 ‘young animal.’





Pony Express






a system of mail delivery operating from 1860 to 1861 over a distance of 1,800 miles (2,900 km) between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California, using continuous relays of horse riders.









ponytail

 
/ˈpōnēˌtāl/





I.
 
noun




a hairstyle in which the hair is drawn back and tied at the back of the head, causing it to hang down like a pony's tail.








II.
 
derivatives





ponytailed

 
/ˈpōnēˌtāld /






adjective





















Ponzillo, Rosa

 
/pänˈzilō/






see Ponselle, Rosa
 .









Ponzi scheme

 
/ˈpänzē ˌskēm/





I.
 
noun




a form of fraud in which belief in the success of a nonexistent enterprise is fostered by the payment of quick returns to the first investors from money invested by later investors.











– origin

 named after Charles 
Ponzi

 (died 1949), who carried out such a fraud (1919–20).





ponzu

 
/ˈpänˌzo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dipping sauce made from soy sauce, lime juice, vinegar, and fish flakes.











– origin

 Japanese: ‘citrus vinegar.’





pooch1


 
/po͞oCH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a dog.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





pooch2


 
/po͞oCH/





I.
 
verb






(US)

 
‹informal›

 protrude or cause to protrude


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a dress that made her stomach pooch out even more than usual.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the noun pouch
 .






poodle

 
/ˈpo͞odl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of a breed (of which there are several varieties) with a curly coat that is often ornamentally clipped. Poodle breeds are classified by size: see standard poodle
 , , .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a person or organization considered to be servile or obsequious




•
 
the council is being made a poodle of central government.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Pudel(hund

 ), from Low German 
pud(d)eln

 ‘splash in water’ (the poodle being a water dog).





poodle skirt






noun




a long full skirt in a solid color with a chenille poodle on it, popular in the 1950s with bobbysoxers.














poof1


 
/po͝of po͞of /

 
pouf





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to convey the suddenness with which someone or something disappears




•
 
once you've used it, poof—it's gone.










2.
 
used to express contemptuous dismissal




•
 
“Oh, poof!” said Will. “You say that every year.”

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: symbolic.






poof2


 
/po͞of /

 
pouf
 , poove





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an effeminate or homosexual man.








II.
 
derivatives





poofy

 
/ˈpo͞ofē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of the archaic noun 
puff

 in the sense ‘braggart.’





poofter

 
/ˈpo͝oftər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 another term for poof
 2
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: extended form.






pooh

 
/po͞o /

 

‹informal›


 
poo





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express disgust at an unpleasant smell.




2.
 
used to express impatience or contempt




•
 
Oh pooh! Don't be such a spoilsport.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
poo

 )
 — excrement.




2.
 
an act of defecating.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
poo

 )
 — defecate.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the late 16th cent.





pooh-bah

 
/ˈpo͞obä /

 
Pooh-Bah





I.
 
noun




a person having much influence or holding many offices at the same time, especially one perceived as pompously self-important.











– origin

 from the name of a character in W. S. Gilbert's 
The Mikado

 (1885).





pooh-pooh

 
/ˌpo͞oˈpo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 dismiss (an idea or suggestion) as being foolish or impractical




•
 
until recently, this idea was pooh-poohed by the scientific community.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: reduplication of pooh
 .





pooka

 
/ˈpo͞okə/





I.
 
noun




(in Irish mythology) a hobgoblin.











– origin

 from Irish 
púca

 .






pool1


 
/po͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small area of still water, typically one formed naturally.




2.
 
a small, shallow patch of liquid lying on a surface




•
 
a pool of blood




•
 


‹figurative›

 the lamps cast pools of light on the wet streets.










3.
 
a swimming pool.




4.
 
a deep place in a river.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water or another liquid) form a pool on the ground or another surface




•
 
the oil pooled behind the quay walls, escaping slowly into the river.










2.
 
(of blood) accumulate in parts of the venous system.











– origin

 Old English 
pōl

 ; related to Dutch 
poel

 and German 
Pfuhl

 .






pool2


 
/po͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supply of vehicles or goods available for use when needed




•
 
the oldest vehicle in the motor pool.










2.
 
a group of people available for work when required or considered as a resource




•
 
the typing pool




•
 
a nationwide pool of promising high-school students.










3.
 
an arrangement, illegal in many countries, between competing parties to fix prices or rates and share business in order to eliminate competition.




4.
 
a common fund into which all contributors pay and from which financial backing is provided




•
 
big public investment pools.










5.
 
a group of contestants who compete against each other in a tournament for the right to advance to the next round.




6.
 
the collective amount of players' stakes in gambling or sweepstakes; a kitty.




7.
 


[Billiards]

 a game played on a table using fifteen colored and numbered balls and a white cue ball.




8.
 
another term for pocket billiards
 .




9.
 
short for straight pool
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more people or organizations) put (money or other assets) into a common fund




•
 
they entered a contract to pool any gains and invest them profitably.










2.
 
share (things) for the benefit of all those involved


(as 
noun

 
pooling

 )


•
 
a pooling of ideas.














III.
 
derivatives





pooler






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally denoting a game of cards having a pool): from French 
poule

 in the sense ‘stake, kitty,’ associated with pool
 1
 .





Poole

 
/po͞ol/






a port and resort town on the southern coast of England, just west of Bournemouth; pop. 135,800 (est. 2009).









poolroom

 
/ˈpo͞olˌro͞om ˈpo͞olˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a commercial establishment where pool or billiard games are played.













poolside

 
/ˈpo͞olˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




the area adjoining a swimming pool


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the poolside bar.














II.
 
adverb




toward or beside a swimming pool




•
 
she and her parents lounged poolside.



















poon1


 
/po͞on/






noun




short for poontang
 .













poon2


 
/po͞on/






noun




any large Indo-Malayan evergreen tree of the genus 
Calophyllum

 .













Poona

 
/ˈpo͞onə/






former name for Pune.










poontang

 
/ˈpo͞onˌtaNG /

 
poon





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 sexual activity.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a woman or women regarded solely in terms of potential sexual gratification.











– origin

 1920s: perhaps from Limba (a West African language of Sierra Leone) 
puntu

 ‘vagina,’ or perhaps alteration of French 
putain

 ‘prostitute.’





poop1


 
/po͞op/





I.
 
noun




the aftermost and highest deck of a ship, especially in a sailing ship where it typically forms the roof of a cabin in the stern.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be pooped

 )


1.
 
(of a wave) break over the stern of (a ship), sometimes causing it to capsize




•
 
carrying a high sea, we were badly pooped.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pupe

 , from a variant of Latin 
puppis

 ‘stern.’





poop2


 
/po͞op/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
pooped

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exhaust




•
 
I was pooped and just flopped into bed.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





poop out






stop functioning




•
 
the analog tape fluttered slightly in pitch but didn't poop out.





















– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





poop3


 
/po͞op /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




excrement.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defecate.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: imitative.





poop4


 
/po͞op/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 up-to-date or inside information




•
 
what's the latest poop from campaign headquarters?

















– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





poop5


 
/po͞op/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stupid or ineffectual person.








II.
 
derivatives





poopy






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps a shortening of nincompoop
 .





pooper scooper

 
/ˈpo͞opər ˌsko͞opər/






noun




an implement for picking up dog excrement.














poor

 
/po͝or pôr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking sufficient money to live at a standard considered comfortable or normal in a society




•
 
people who were too poor to afford a telephone




•
 (as 
noun

 
the poor

 )
 
the gap between the rich and the poor has widened.










2.
 
(of a place) inhabited by people without sufficient money




•
 
a poor area with run-down movie theaters and overcrowded schools.










3.
 
worse than is usual, expected, or desirable; of a low or inferior standard or quality




•
 
her work was poor




•
 
many people are eating a very poor diet.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
poor in

 )
 — deficient or lacking in




•
 
the water is poor in nutrients.










5.
 


‹dated›

 used ironically to deprecate something belonging to or offered by oneself




•
 
he is, in my poor opinion, a more handsome young man.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) considered to be deserving of pity or sympathy




•
 
they inquired after poor Dorothy's broken hip.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) poor as a church mouse (or as church mice)






extremely poor.









2.
 
poor little rich boy (or girl)






a wealthy young person whose money brings them no contentment (often used as an expression of mock sympathy).









3.
 
the poor man's ——






an inferior or cheaper substitute for the thing specified




•
 
corduroy has always been the poor man's velvet.















4.
 
poor relation






a person or thing that is considered inferior or subordinate to others of the same type or group




•
 
for many years radio has been 
the poor relation of

 the media.















5.
 
take a poor view of






regard with disfavor or disapproval.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poure

 , from Latin 
pauper

 .





poor box

 
/ˈpo͝o(ə)r ˌbäks ˈpô(ə)r ˌbäks/






noun






‹historical›

 a collection box, especially one in a church, for gifts of money or other articles toward the relief of the poor.













poor boy

 
/ˈpo͝or ˌboi ˈpôr ˌboi/






noun






(US)

 another term for submarine sandwich
 .













Poor Clare






noun




a member of an order of Franciscan nuns founded by St. Clare of Assisi in 
c.

 1212.













poorhouse

 
/ˈpo͝orˌhous ˈpôrˌhous/






noun






‹historical›

 an institution where paupers were maintained with public funds.













poori

 
/ˈpo͝orē/






noun





puri
 .













Poor Law






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a law relating to the support of the poor. Originally the responsibility of the parish, the relief and employment of the poor passed over to the workhouses in 1834. In the early 20th century, the Poor Law was replaced by social security.













poorly

 
/ˈpo͝orlē ˈpôrlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a way or at a level that is considered inadequate




•
 
schools that were performing poorly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a few poorly articulated words.










2.
 
with insufficient money or resources




•
 
he lived as poorly as his peasant parishioners.














II.
 
adjective




unwell




•
 
she looked poorly.



















poor mouth

 

‹N. Amer. Irish informal›






I.
 
noun




a person who claims to be poor in order to benefit from others




•
 
I am not 
crying the poor mouth

 but only telling it as it is.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — talk disparagingly about




•
 
I used to poor-mouth corporate jets, but now that I've had the use of one I really appreciate it.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — claim to be poor


(as 
adj.

 
poor-mouthing

 )


•
 
the poor-mouthing museum is not exactly eager to publicize this good fortune.



















poorness

 
/ˈpo͝ornəs ˈpôrnəs/






noun




the state of lacking or being deficient in some desirable quality or constituent




•
 
the poorness of the food.



















poor-quality






adjective




of a low standard




•
 
poor-quality beaches may drive tourists away




•
 
illnesses caused by drinking poor-quality water.



















poor-spirited

 
/ˈpo͝orˌspiridəd ˈpôrˌspiridəd/






adjective






‹archaic›

 timid; cowardly.














poor white

 
/po͝o(ə)r pô(ə)r (h)wīt/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a member of an impoverished white underclass, especially one living in the southern US.













poor-will

 
/po͝orˈwil /

 
poorwill





I.
 
noun




a small nightjar found mainly in central and western North America.

[Three genera in the family 
Caprimulgidae

 : four species, in particular the 
common poor-will

 (
Phalaenoptilus nuttallii

 ), which hibernates in cold weather.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative of its call.





Pooterish

 
/ˈpo͞odəriSH/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 self-important and mundane or narrow-minded




•
 
Duran has a Pooterish way with an anecdote which makes his book often very funny.

















– origin

 1960s: from the name of Charles 
Pooter

 , the fictional diarist in 
Diary of a Nobody

 (1892) by George and Weedon Grossmith.






pop1


 
/päp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a light explosive sound




•
 
corks popped, glasses tinkled, and delicate canapés were served.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to burst, making a pop




•
 
they were popping balloons with darts.










3.
 
(of a person's ears) make a small popping sound within the head as pressure is equalized, typically because of a change of altitude.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — heat (popcorn or another foodstuff) until it bursts open.




5.
 
(of a person's eyes) bulge or appear to bulge when opened wide, especially as an indication of surprise.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go somewhere, typically for a short time and often without notice




•
 
she 
popped in

 to see if she could help.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or move (something) somewhere quickly




•
 
he popped his head around the door.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a batter) hit a pop fly.




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pitcher) cause (a batter) to pop up.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — appear brighter or more striking in juxtaposition with something of a different or complementary color




•
 
she added a slick of red lipstick to make the outfit pop




•
 
gray creates a calm, neutral backdrop that lets other colors pop.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 take or inject (a drug)




•
 
people who obsessively drink and pop pills.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 pawn (something).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a light explosive sound




•
 
at first there were just a few pops, perhaps from pistols.










2.
 
a patch of bright color




•
 
I like wearing a neutral outfit with one pop of yellow.










3.
 


‹informal›

 short for soda pop
 (see soda
 (
sense

 1)).




4.
 
(also 
pop fly

 or 
pop-up

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 a ball hit high in the air but not deep, providing an easy catch.




5.
 
an attempt




•
 
he grabs with a paw and hooks about two hundred berries at a pop.














III.
 
adverb




with a light explosive sound




•
 
the champagne went pop.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
—— a pop








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 costing a specified amount per item




•
 
those swimsuits she wears are $50 a pop.















2.
 
have (or take) a pop at








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 attack physically or verbally.









3.
 
make someone's eyes pop (out)








‹informal›

 cause great astonishment to someone.









4.
 
pop the question








‹informal›

 propose marriage.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pop for








‹informal›

 pay for (something), especially as a treat for someone else




•
 
I popped for the first three tolls.















2.
 
pop off

 

‹informal›






a.
 
die.




b.
 
speak spontaneously and at length, typically angrily




•
 
I've been thinking about it a lot—I don't want you to imagine I'm just popping off.















3.
 
pop out






make an out in a baseball game by hitting a pop fly that is caught.









4.
 
pop up





a.
 
appear or occur suddenly and unexpectedly




•
 
these memories can pop up from time to time.










b.
 


[Computing]

 (of a browser window) appear without having been requested, especially for the purpose of advertising.




c.
 
hit a baseball high into the air but not deep, providing an easy catch




•
 
in three at bats, he struck out twice and popped up.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘a blow, knock’ and ‘to strike’): imitative.






pop2


 
/päp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to commercial popular music




•
 
a pop singer




•
 
a pop song.










2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 (especially of a technical, scientific, or academic subject) made accessible to the general public; popularized




•
 
pop psychology.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
commercial popular music, in particular accessible, tuneful music of a kind popular since the 1950s and sometimes contrasted with rock, soul, or other forms of popular music.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a pop record or song.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of popular
 .





pop3


 
/päp /

 
pops





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 informal term for father
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of poppa
 .





POP

 
/päp /

 
PoP






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 point of presence, denoting equipment that acts as access to the Internet.




2.
 
point of purchase, denoting products or promotions located adjacent to a retail checkout or cashier.













pop.

 
//






abbreviation




population.













POP3

 
/ˌpäpˈTHrē/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a protocol for receiving email by downloading it to your computer from a mailbox on the server of an Internet service provider.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
Post Office Protocol 3

 .





pop art

 
/ˈpäp ˌärt/






noun




art based on modern popular culture and the mass media, especially as a critical or ironic comment on traditional fine art values.

The term is applied specifically to the works, largely from the mid 1950s and 1960s, of a group of artists including Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, and Jasper Johns, who used images from comic books, advertisements, consumer products, television, and the movies.













popcorn

 
/ˈpäpˌkôrn/






noun



1.
 
corn of a variety with hard kernels that swell up and burst open with a pop when heated.




2.
 
corn kernels when popped, typically buttered and salted and eaten as a snack.













pop culture






noun




modern popular culture transmitted via mass media and aimed particularly at younger people.














pope1


 
/pōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the pope

 or 
the Pope

 )
 — the bishop of Rome as head of the Roman Catholic Church.




2.
 
the head of the Coptic Church, the bishop or patriarch of Alexandria.




3.
 
another term for ruffe
 .








II.
 
derivatives





popedom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
papas

 ‘bishop, patriarch,’ variant of Greek 
pappas

 ‘father.’





pope2


 
/pōp/





I.
 
noun




a parish priest of the Orthodox Church in Russia and the Balkans.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Russian 
pop

 , from Old Church Slavic 
popŭ

 .





Pope, Alexander

 
/pōp/






(1688–1744), English poet. A major figure of the Augustan age, he is known for his caustic wit and metrical skill, especially his use of the heroic couplet. Notable works: 
The Rape of the Lock

 (1712; enlarged 1714) and 
An Essay on Man

 (1733–34).









Pope, John Russell






(1874–1937), US architect. He designed the National Archives 1933–35, the Jefferson Memorial 1937–43, and the National Gallery of Art 1941, all in Washington, DC.









Pope Joan

 
/ˌpōp ˈjōn/






(according to a legend widely believed in the Middle Ages) a woman in male disguise who (
c.

 1100) became a distinguished scholar and then pope, reigned for more than two years, and died after giving birth to a child during a procession.









Popemobile

 
/ˈpōpməˌbēl/






noun






‹informal›

 a bulletproof vehicle with a raised viewing area, used by the pope on official visits.













popery

 
/ˈpōp(ə)rē/






noun






‹derogatory›

 
‹chiefly archaic›

 the doctrines, practices, and ceremonies associated with the pope or the papal system; Roman Catholicism.













pope's nose






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the fatty extremity of the rump of a cooked fowl.













pop-eyed

 
/ˈpäp ˌīd/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person) having bulging eyes, typically through surprise or fear.













pop group

 
pop band






noun




a number of musicians and vocalists who perform pop music together




•
 
they became the fifth biggest-selling pop group of all time.



















popgun

 
/ˈpäpˌɡən/






noun



1.
 
a child's toy gun that shoots a harmless pellet or cork.




2.
 
a small, inefficient, or antiquated gun.













popinjay

 
/ˈpäpənˌjā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a vain or conceited person, especially one who dresses or behaves extravagantly.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a parrot.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
papingay

 , via Spanish from Arabic 
babbaġā

 . The change in the ending was due to association with jay
 .





popish

 
/ˈpōpiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹derogatory›

 Roman Catholic.








II.
 
derivatives





popishly






adverb





















Popish Plot






a fictitious Jesuit plot concocted by Titus Oates in 1678, involving a plan to kill Charles II, massacre Protestants, and put the Catholic Duke of York on the English throne. The “discovery” of the plot led to widespread panic and the execution of about thirty-five Catholics.









poplar

 
/ˈpäplər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall, fast-growing tree of north temperate regions, widely grown in shelter belts and for timber and pulp.

[Genus 
Populus

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : many species, including the North American cottonwoods, the quaking aspen, and the balm of Gilead poplars.]




2.
 
(
yellow poplar

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 another term for tulip tree
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poplier

 , from Latin 
populus

 ‘poplar.’





poplin

 
/ˈpäplən/





I.
 
noun




a plain-woven fabric, typically a lightweight cotton, with a corded surface.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete French 
papeline

 , perhaps from Italian 
papalina

 (feminine) ‘papal,’ referring to the town of Avignon (residence of popes in exile (1309–77), and site of papal property), where it was first made.





popliteal

 
/ˌpäpləˈtēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or situated in the hollow at the back of the knee.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
popliteus

 (from Latin 
poples

 , 
poplit-

 ‘hollow of the knee’) + -al
 .





pop music






noun




fuller form of pop
 2
 .













po-po

 
/ˈpōpō/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the po-po

 or 
the po-pos

 )


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 the police




•
 
he had no idea the po-po had been following him.

















– origin

 1990s: reduplicated abbreviation of police
 .





Popocatépetl

 
/ˌpōpəˌkatəˈpetl, -ˈkatəˌpetl, pōˌpōkäˈtāˌpetl/






an active volcano in Mexico that rises to 17,887 feet (5,452 m), southeast of Mexico City.









pop-out

 
/ˈpäpout/





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 an act of being put out by a caught fly ball.








II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting something designed or made so that it is easily removable for use




•
 
a pop-out panel.



















popover

 
/ˈpäpˌōvər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a light muffin made from a thin batter, which rises to form a hollow shell when baked.














poppa

 
/ˈpäpə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 informal term for father
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of papa
 .





popper

 
/ˈpäpər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that makes a popping sound, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a utensil for popping corn.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a small vial of amyl nitrite used for inhalation that makes a popping sound when opened.




4.
 
(in fishing) an artificial lure that makes a popping sound when reeled in with a jerky motion on the surface of the water.













Popper, Sir Karl Raimund

 
/ˈpäpər/






(1902–94), British philosopher; born in Austria. In 
The Logic of Scientific Discovery

 (1934) he argued that scientific hypotheses can never be finally confirmed as true, but are tested by attempts to falsify them. He also wrote 
The Open Society and Its Enemies

 (1945), a critique of all totalitarian systems.










poppet

 
/ˈpäpət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
poppet valve

 )
 — 

[Engineering]

 a mushroom-shaped valve with a flat end piece that is lifted in and out of an opening by an axial rod.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a small figure of a human being used in sorcery and witchcraft.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an endearingly sweet or pretty child or young girl (often used as an affectionate form of address).











– origin

 late Middle English: based on Latin 
pup(p)a

 ‘girl, doll.’ Compare with puppet
 .





popple1


 
/ˈpäpəl /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water) flow in a tumbling or rippling way.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a rolling or rippling of water.








III.
 
derivatives





popply

 
/ˈpäplē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch 
popelen

 ‘to murmur,’ of imitative origin.





popple2







noun






‹dialect›

 any of various poplar trees, especially of northern forests.













poppy

 
/ˈpäpē/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant with showy flowers, milky sap, and rounded seed capsules. Many poppies contain alkaloids and are a source of drugs such as morphine and codeine.

[
Papaver

 , 
Eschscholzia

 , and other genera, family 
Papaveraceae

 (the 
poppy family

 ): many species, including the yellow-flowered 
arctic poppy

 (
P. radicatum

 ) of the Rocky Mountains. The poppy family also includes the corydalis, greater celandine, and bloodroot.]








II.
 
derivatives





poppied

 
/ˈpäpēd /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
popig

 , 
papæg

 , from a medieval Latin alteration of Latin 
papaver

 .





poppycock

 
/ˈpäpēˌkäk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 nonsense.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Dutch dialect 
pappekak

 , from 
pap

 ‘soft’ + 
kak

 ‘dung.’





poppyhead

 
/ˈpäpēˌhed/






noun




an ornamental top on the end of a church pew.













poppyseed

 
/ˈpäpēˌsēd/






noun




the tiny round seed of the poppy plant, used as a topping or in fillings for baked goods.













pop quiz






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short test given to students without prior warning.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any unexpected question or set of questions




•
 
a dairy farmer who gave the businessman a Vermont pop quiz on farming and geography.



















pop rivet





I.
 
noun




a tubular rivet that is inserted into a hole and clinched by the withdrawal of a central rod, used where only one side of the work is accessible.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure or fasten with pop rivets.













Popsicle

 
/ˈpäpˌsik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a piece of flavored ice or ice cream on a stick.











– origin

 1920s: fanciful formation.





pop star






noun




a famous and successful singer or performer of pop music




•
 
she's one of the biggest pop stars in the world.



















popster

 
/ˈpäpstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a pop musician.













popsy

 
/ˈpäpsē /

 
popsie





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an attractive young woman.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of poppet
 .





pop-top

 
/ˈpäpˌtäp/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a can) having a ring or tab that is pulled to open its seal




•
 
a pop-top beer can.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a pop-top can.




2.
 
the top of something that pops up or open




•
 
a wagon with a pop-top that turns it into a makeshift camper.



















populace

 
/ˈpäpyələs/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the people living in a particular country or area




•
 
the party misjudged the mood of the populace.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
popolaccio

 ‘common people,’ from 
popolo

 ‘people’ + the pejorative suffix 
-accio

 .






popular

 
/ˈpäpyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
liked, admired, or enjoyed by many people or by a particular person or group




•
 
she was one of the most popular girls in the school




•
 
these cheeses are very popular in Europe.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of cultural activities or products) intended for or suited to the taste, understanding, or means of the general public rather than specialists or intellectuals




•
 
the popular press.










3.
 
(of a belief or attitude) held by the majority of the general public




•
 
many adult cats, contrary to popular opinion, dislike milk.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of political activity) of or carried on by the people as a whole rather than restricted to politicians or political parties




•
 
a popular revolt against colonial rule.














II.
 
derivatives





popularism

 
/-ˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘prevalent among the general public’): from Latin 
popularis

 , from 
populus

 ‘people.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 17th cent.





popular culture






noun




culture based on the tastes of ordinary people rather than an educated elite




•
 
the assimilation of elements of popular culture into the fine arts




•
 
an icon of popular culture.



















popular etymology






noun




another term for folk etymology
 .













popular front

 
/ˈpäpyələr frənt/






noun




a party or coalition representing left-wing elements, in particular (
the Popular Front

 ) an alliance of communist, radical, and socialist elements formed and gaining some power in countries such as France and Spain in the 1930s.













popularity

 
/ˌpäpyəˈlerədē/






noun




the state or condition of being liked, admired, or supported by many people




•
 
he was forced to step down as mayor despite his popularity with the voters.



















popularize

 
/ˈpäpyələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to become generally liked




•
 
his books have done much to popularize the sport.










2.
 
make (something technical, scientific, or academic) accessible or interesting to the general public by presenting it in a readily understandable form




•
 
they are skilled at popularizing the technical aspects of genetics.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
popularization

 
/ˌpäpyələrəˈzāSHən ˌpäpyələˌrīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
popularizer

 
/ˈpäpyələˌrīzər /






noun





















popularly

 
/ˈpäpyələrlē/






adverb



1.
 
by many or most people; generally




•
 
advancing age is popularly associated with a declining capacity for work.










2.
 
(of a term, name, or title) in informal, common, or nonspecialist use




•
 
polygraph analysis (popularly known as lie-detector testing).










3.
 
(of a politician or government) chosen by the majority of the voters; democratically




•
 
a governor who is popularly elected.



















popular music






noun




music appealing to the popular taste, including rock and pop and also soul, country, reggae, rap, and dance music.













popular vote






noun



1.
 
an act of voting by the electorate of a country or area




•
 
the cabinet and parliament must now debate the initiative before it goes to a popular vote.










2.
 
(
the popular vote

 )
 — the choice expressed through the votes cast by the electorate




•
 
the party won 26.6% of the popular vote




•
 
he could win the electoral vote and lose the popular vote.



















populate

 
/ˈpäpyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form the population of (a town, area, or country)




•
 
the island is populated by scarcely 40,000 people




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
populated

 )
 
a densely populated area.










2.
 
cause people to settle in (an area or place)




•
 
Finland pursues a policy designed to populate its Russian borders.










3.
 
fill or be present in (a place, environment, or domain)




•
 
the spirit of the book and the characters who populate its pages.










4.
 
add data to a previously empty section of (an electronic form, document, etc.)




•
 
use scripts to populate the graph with data.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
populat-

 ‘supplied with people,’ from the verb 
populare

 , from 
populus

 ‘people.’





population

 
/ˌpäpyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
all the inhabitants of a particular town, area, or country




•
 
the island has a population of about 78,000.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a particular section, group, or type of people or animals living in an area or country




•
 
the country's immigrant population.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the specified extent or degree to which an area is or has been populated




•
 
areas of sparse population.










4.
 
the action of populating an area.




5.
 


[Biology]

 a community of animals, plants, or humans among whose members interbreeding occurs.




6.
 


[Statistics]

 a finite or infinite collection of items under consideration.




7.
 


[Astronomy]

 each of three groups (designated I, II, and III) into which stars can be approximately divided on the basis of their manner of formation.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting an inhabited place): from late Latin 
populatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
populare

 , from 
populus

 ‘people.’





population explosion






noun




a sudden large increase in the size of a population.













populism

 
/ˈpäpyəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
support for the concerns of ordinary people




•
 
it is clear that your populism identifies with the folks on the bottom of the ladder




•
 
the Finance Minister performed a commendable balancing act, combining populism with prudence.










2.
 
the quality of appealing to or being aimed at ordinary people




•
 
art museums did not gain bigger audiences through a new populism.



















populist

 
/ˈpäpyələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member or adherent of a political party seeking to represent the interests of ordinary people.




2.
 
a person who holds, or who is concerned with, the views of ordinary people.




3.
 
(
Populist

 )
 — a member of the Populist Party, a US political party formed in 1891 that advocated the interests of labor and farmers, free coinage of silver, a graduated income tax, and government control of monopolies.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a populist or populists




•
 
a populist leader.














III.
 
derivatives





populistic

 
/ˌpäpyəˈlistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
populus

 ‘people’ + -ist
 .





populous

 
/ˈpäpyələs/





I.
 
adjective




having a large population; densely populated.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
populously






adverb













2.
 
populousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
populosus

 , from 
populus

 ‘people.’





pop-under






adjective






[Computing]

 relating to, or denoting an additional window, usu. an advertisement, that is under a web browser's main or current window and appears when a user tries to exit.













pop-up

 
/ˈpäp ˌəp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a book or greeting card) containing folded cut-out pictures that rise up to form a three-dimensional scene or figure when the page is turned.




2.
 
(of an electric toaster) operating so as to push up a piece of toast quickly when it is ready.




3.
 


[Computing]

 (of a menu or other utility) able to be superimposed on the screen being worked on and suppressed rapidly.




4.
 
denoting a store or other business that opens quickly in a temporary location and is intended to operate for only a short period of time.




•
 
fashion brands have been especially keen on pop-up stores in recent months.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a pop-up picture in a book.




2.
 
a book containing pop-up pictures.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 see pop
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).




4.
 


[Computing]

 a pop-up menu or other utility.




5.
 
an unrequested browser window, especially one generated for the purpose of advertising.




6.
 
a pop-up store.













por.






abbreviation




portrait.













porbeagle

 
/ˈpôrˌbēɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a large active shark that is found chiefly in the open seas of the North Atlantic and in the Mediterranean.

[
Lamna nasus

 , family 
Lamnidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Cornish dialect, perhaps from Cornish 
porth

 ‘harbor, cove’ + 
bugel

 ‘shepherd.’






porcelain

 
/ˈpôrs(ə)lən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a white vitrified translucent ceramic; china.

See also hard-paste
 , soft-paste
 .




2.
 
(usu. 
porcelains

 )
 — articles made of porcelain.




3.
 
articles made of porcelain collectively




•
 
a collection of Chinese porcelain.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
porcelaneous

 
/ˌpôrsəˈlānēəs /






adjective













2.
 
porcellanous

 
/-əs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
porcelaine

 , from Italian 
porcellana

 ‘cowrie shell,’ hence ‘chinaware’ (from its resemblance to the dense polished shells).






porcelainberry

 
/ˈpôrs(ə)lənˌberē/






noun




a deciduous, woody perennial vine of Asian origin, first cultivated as an ornamental and now regarded as an aggressive invader in most of the eastern US. The attractive berries, in multiple colors from white to deep purple, appear in early autumn.

[
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata

 , family 
Vitaceae

 .]













porcelain clay






noun




another term for kaolin
 .













porch

 
/pôrCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covered shelter projecting in front of the entrance of a building.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a veranda.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
porched






adjective













2.
 
porchless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porche

 , from Latin 
porticus

 ‘colonnade,’ from 
porta

 ‘passage.’





porchetta

 
/pôrˈkedə/





I.
 
noun




(in Italian cookery) suckling pig that has been boned, seasoned with garlic and herbs, and roasted, typically sliced and served as a filling in sandwiches




•
 
you can't go wrong with a crusty bread roll stuffed with porchetta




•
 
tasters found the wine a nice match for the thinly sliced porchetta.

















– origin

 Italian, feminine diminutive of 
porco

 ‘pig.’





porcine

 
/ˈpôrˌsīn ˈpôrˌsēn/





I.
 
adjective




of, affecting, or resembling a pig or pigs




•
 
his flushed, porcine features.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
porcin

 or Latin 
porcinus

 , from 
porcus

 ‘pig.’






porcini

 
/pôrˈCHēnē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the cep (a wild mushroom), especially as an item on a menu.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘little pigs.’





porcupine

 
/ˈpôrkyəˌpīn/





I.
 
noun




a large rodent with defensive spines or quills on the body and tail.

[Suborder 
Hystricomorpha

 : families 
Hystricidae

 (three Old World genera) and 
Erethizontidae

 (four New World genera). The common North American species is 
Erethizon dorsatum

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
porc espin

 , from Provençal 
porc espi(n

 ), from Latin 
porcus

 ‘pig’ + 
spina

 ‘thorn.’





porcupine fish

 
/ˈpôrkyəˌpīn ˌfiSH ˈpôrkēˌpīn ˌfiSH/






noun




a tropical marine fish that has a parrotlike beak and is covered with sharp spines. It inflates itself like a balloon when threatened.

[Family 
Diodontidae

 : three genera and several species, including the widely distributed 
Diodon hystrix

 . See also burrfish
 .]













Porcupine River

 
/ˌpôrkyəˌpīn ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 450 miles (720 km) from Yukon Territory into northeastern Alaska to join the Yukon River.









pore1


 
/pôr/





I.
 
noun




a minute opening in a surface, especially the skin or integument of an organism, through which gases, liquids, or microscopic particles can pass.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
poros

 ‘passage, pore.’





pore2


 
/pôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
pore over/through

 )


1.
 
be absorbed in the reading or study of




•
 
Heather spent hours poring over cookbooks.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 think intently; ponder




•
 
when he has thought and 
pored on

 it.

















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps related to peer
 1
 . / 
usage:

 People frequently confuse the verbs 
pore

 and 
pour

 . 
Pore

 is used with 
over

 or 
through

 and means ‘be absorbed in reading something’ (I spent hours poring over cookbooks), while 
pour

 means ‘flow or cause to flow in a steady stream’ (water poured off the stones; pour the marinade over the pork). As 
pore

 is a much less common word, people often choose the more familiar 
pour

 , producing sentences such as she was pouring over books and studying till midnight. Although increasingly common, this use is incorrect in standard English.





porewater

 
/ˈpôrˌˈwôtər, -ˌwä-/






noun






[Geology]

 water contained in pores in soil or rock.













porgy

 
/ˈpôrɡē/





I.
 
noun




a deep-bodied fish related to the sea breams, typically silvery but sometimes changing to a blotched pattern. It usually lives in warm coastal waters.

[
Calamus

 and other genera, family 
Sparidae

 : many species.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of Spanish and Portuguese 
pargo

 .





Porifera

 
/pəˈrifərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of aquatic invertebrate animals that comprises the sponges.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
porus

 ‘pore’ + 
-fer

 ‘bearing.’





poriferan

 
/pəˈrif(ə)rən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an aquatic invertebrate animal of the phylum 
Porifera

 ; a sponge.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting poriferans.













porin

 
/ˈpôrən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of proteins whose molecules can form channels (large enough to allow the passage of small ions and molecules) through cellular membranes.











– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
poros

 ‘pore’ + -in
 1
 .





pork

 
/pôrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the flesh of a pig used as food, especially when uncured.




2.
 
short for pork barrel
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly US)

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 stuff oneself with food; overeat




•
 
I 
porked out

 on the roast pig.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porc

 , from Latin 
porcus

 ‘pig.’






pork barrel

 
/ˈpôrk ˌberəl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the use of government funds for projects designed to please voters or legislators and win votes




•
 
political pork barrel for the benefit of their respective sponsors




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
wasteful, pork-barrel spending.














II.
 
derivatives





pork-barreling






noun



















– origin

 figuratively, from the use of such a barrel by farmers, to keep a reserve supply of meat.





pork bun






noun




a Chinese snack consisting of steamed or baked bread dough filled with barbecued pork.













porker

 
/ˈpôrkər/






noun



1.
 
a pig raised for food.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a fat person.













porkpie hat

 
/ˌpôrkpī ˈhat/






noun




a hat with a flat crown and a brim turned up all around.













porky1


 
/ˈpôrkē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or part of their body) fleshy or fat.




2.
 
of or resembling pork.













porky2


 
/ˈpôrkē/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a porcupine.














porn

 
/pôrn /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
pornography.




2.
 
television programs, magazine, books, etc. that are regarded as emphasizing the sensuous or sensational aspects of a nonsexual subject and stimulating a compulsive interest in their audience




•
 
a thrilling throwback to the golden age of disaster movies—weather porn of the highest order.














II.
 
adjective




pornographic




•
 
a porn video.

















– origin

 1950s: abbr.





pornification

 
/ˌpôrnəfiˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the increasing occurrence and acceptance of sexual themes and explicit imagery in popular or mainstream culture




•
 
the growing pornification of our society.














II.
 
derivatives





pornify






verb





















porno

 
/ˈpôrnō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




pornographic




•
 
porno magazines.














II.
 
noun




a pornographic film




•
 
a low-budget porno.



















pornographer

 
/pôrˈnäɡrəfē/






noun




a person who produces or publishes pornography




•
 
he doesn't fit into the conventional image of a pornographer




•
 
an amateur pornographer.



















pornographic

 
/ˌpôrnəˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective




constituting or resembling pornography; obscene




•
 
pornographic images.














II.
 
derivatives





pornographically

 
/ˌpôrnəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















pornography

 
/pôrˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




printed or visual material containing the explicit description or display of sexual organs or activity, intended to stimulate erotic rather than aesthetic or emotional feelings.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pornographos

 ‘writing about prostitutes,’ from 
pornē

 ‘prostitute’ + 
graphein

 ‘write.’





porny

 
/ˈpôrnē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 pornographic




•
 
porny photos.

















– origin

 1960s: from porn
 + -y
 1
 .





porous

 
/ˈpôrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a rock or other material) having minute spaces or holes through which liquid or air may pass.




2.
 
not retentive or secure




•
 
he ran through a porous defense to score easily.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
porosity

 
/pəˈräsədē /






noun













2.
 
porousness

 
/ˈpôrəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
poreux

 , based on Latin 
porus

 ‘pore.’





porphyria

 
/ˌpôrˈfirēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rare hereditary disease in which the blood pigment hemoglobin is abnormally metabolized. Porphyrins are excreted in the urine, which becomes dark; other symptoms include mental disturbances and extreme sensitivity of the skin to light.











– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from porphyrin
 .






porphyrin

 
/ˈpôrfərin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of pigments (including heme and chlorophyll) whose molecules contain a flat ring of four linked heterocyclic groups, sometimes with a central metal atom.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
porphura

 ‘purple’ + -in
 1
 .





porphyritic

 
/ˌpôrfəˈridik/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a rock texture, typically found in volcanic rocks, containing distinct crystals or crystalline particles embedded in a fine-grained groundmass.













porphyroblast

 
/pôrˈfirəˌblast, ˈpôrfərō-/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a larger recrystallized grain occurring in a finer groundmass in a metamorphic rock.








II.
 
derivatives





porphyroblastic

 
/pôrˌfirəˈblastik, ˌpôrfərō- /






adjective






















porphyry

 
/ˈpôrfərē/





I.
 
noun




a hard igneous rock containing crystals, usually of feldspar, in a fine-grained, typically reddish groundmass.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek 
porphuritēs

 , from 
porphura

 ‘purple.’





Porphyry

 
/ˈpôrfərē/






(
c.

 232–303), Neoplatonist philosopher; born 
Malchus

 . He was a student of Plotinus, whose works he edited after the latter's death.









porpoise

 
/ˈpôrpəs/





I.
 
noun




a small toothed whale with a low triangular dorsal fin and a blunt rounded snout.

[Family 
Phocoenidae

 : three genera and several species, in particular the 
common porpoise

 (
Phocoena phocoena

 ), of the North Atlantic and North Pacific.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move through the water like a porpoise, alternately rising above it and submerging




•
 
the boat began to porpoise badly.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porpois

 , based on Latin 
porcus

 ‘pig’ + 
piscis

 ‘fish,’ rendering earlier 
porcus marinus

 ‘sea hog.’






porridge

 
/ˈpôrij/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of oatmeal or another meal or cereal boiled in water or milk.








II.
 
derivatives





porridgy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting soup thickened with barley): alteration of pottage
 .





porringer

 
/ˈpôrənjər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small bowl, typically with a handle, used for soup, stew, or similar dishes.











– origin

 late Middle English (earlier as 
potager

 and 
pottinger

 ): from Old French 
potager

 , from 
potage

 ‘contents of a pot.’






porro prism

 
/ˈpôrō ˌprizəm /

 
Porro prism





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reflecting prism in which the light is reflected by two 45° surfaces and returned parallel to the incoming beam.

Compare with roof prism
 .




2.
 
(also 
porro-prism binoculars

 ) (
porro prisms

 )
 — a pair of binoculars using two porro prisms at right angles, resulting in a conventional instrument with objective lenses that are further apart than the eyepieces.











– origin

 named after Ignazio 
Porro

 (1801–75), Italian engineer.





Porsche, Ferdinand

 
/ˈpôrSH(ə)/






(1875–1951), Austrian car designer. In 1934, he designed the Volkswagen (“people's car”), but his name has since become noted for the high-performance sports and racing cars produced by his company, originally to his designs.









Porsenna, Lars

 
/ˈpôrsənə /

 
Porsena






(6th century 
BC

 ), a legendary Etruscan chieftain. Summoned by Tarquinius Superbus after the latter's overthrow and exile from Rome, Porsenna subsequently laid siege to the city, but did not succeed in capturing it.










port1


 
/pôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a town or city with a harbor where ships load or unload, especially one where customs officers are stationed.




2.
 
a harbor




•
 
the port has miles of docks




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an abundant water supply and port facilities.










3.
 
(also 
inland port

 )
 — an inland town or city whose connection to the coast by a river or other body of water enables it to act as a port.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
any port in a storm








‹proverb›

 in adverse circumstances one welcomes any source of relief or escape.









2.
 
port of entry






a harbor, border town, or airport by which people and goods may enter a country.















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
portus

 ‘haven, harbor,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French.





port2


 
/pôrt /

 
port wine





I.
 
noun




a strong, sweet, typically dark red fortified wine, originally from Portugal, typically drunk as a dessert wine.











– origin

 shortened form of Oporto
 , a major port from which the wine is shipped.






port3


 
/pôrt/





I.
 
noun




the side of a ship or aircraft that is on the left when one is facing forward




•
 
the ferry was listing to port




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the port side of the aircraft.







The opposite of starboard
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn (a ship or its helm) to port.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably originally the side facing the shore when the ship was tied up in port.





port4


 
/pôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aperture or opening, in particular




2.
 
a socket in a computer or network into which a device can be plugged.




3.
 
an opening for the passage of steam, liquid, or gas




•
 
loss of fuel from the exhaust port.










4.
 
a porthole.




5.
 
an opening in the side of a ship for boarding or loading.




6.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 a gate or gateway, especially into a walled city.











– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘gateway’), from Latin 
porta

 ‘gate’; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
porte

 . The later sense ‘opening in the side of a ship’ led to the general sense ‘aperture.’






port5


 
/pôrt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 transfer (software) from one system or machine to another




•
 
the software can be ported to an IBM RS/6000.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 carry (a rifle or other weapon) diagonally across and close to the body with the barrel or blade near the left shoulder




•
 
Detail! For inspection—port arms!














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Military]

 the position required by an order to port a rifle or other weapon




•
 
Parker had his rifle 
at the port

 .










2.
 


‹literary›

 a person's carriage or bearing




•
 
she has the proud port of a princess.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a transfer of software from one system or machine to another.








III.
 
phrases





at port arms








[Military]

 in the position adopted when given a command to port one's weapon.















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
port

 ‘bearing, gait,’ from the verb 
porter

 , from Latin 
portare

 ‘carry.’ The verb (from French 
porter

 ) dates from the mid 16th cent.





porta-





I.
 
combining form




denoting something that is movable or portable, often used as part of a proprietary name




•
 
Portaloo




•
 
Portalife.

















– origin

 from portable
 .





portability

 
/ˌpôrdəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability to be easily carried or moved




•
 
the portability of a laptop




•
 
portability and convenience are critical.










2.
 


[Computing]

 the ability of software to be transferred from one machine or system to another




•
 
portability to multiple operating systems.










3.
 
the possibility of a loan or pension being transferred or adapted in altered circumstances




•
 
we must ensure the portability of pensions and health care.




















portable

 
/ˈpôrdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be easily carried or moved, especially because of being a lighter and smaller version than usual




•
 
a portable television.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of software) able to be transferred from one machine or system to another.




3.
 
(of a loan or pension) capable of being transferred or adapted in altered circumstances.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a version of something, such as a small lightweight television or computer, that can be easily carried.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small transportable building used as a classroom.








III.
 
derivatives





portably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
portable

 , from late Latin 
portabilis

 , from Latin 
portare

 ‘carry.’





portable media player






noun




a handheld electronic device for playing digital media such as audio and video files




•
 
the second disc of this release is a digital copy for portable media players.



















portage

 
/ˈpôrdij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the carrying of a boat or its cargo between two navigable waters




•
 
the return journey was made much simpler by portage.










2.
 
a place where carrying a boat is necessary




•
 
a portage over the dam.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of carrying or transporting something.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry (a boat or its cargo) between navigable waters




•
 
they are incapable of portaging a canoe




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they would only run the rapid if they couldn't portage.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a boat) be carried between navigable waters




•
 
the cataracts meant that boats had to portage on to the Lualaba.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from 
porter

 ‘carry.’ The sense relating to carrying between navigable waters dates from the late 17th cent.





Portage

 
/ˈpôrdəj/





I.
 
a port city in northwestern Indiana, on Lake Erie, east of Gary; pop. 36,976 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southwestern Michigan, south of Kalamazoo; pop. 46,133 (est. 2008).










portal1


 
/ˈpôrdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a doorway, gate, or other entrance, especially a large and elaborate one.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an Internet site providing access or links to other sites.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
portale

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
portalis

 ‘like a gate,’ from Latin 
porta

 ‘door, gate.’





portal2


 
/ˈpôrdl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to an opening in an organ through which major blood vessels pass, especially the transverse fissure of the liver.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
portalis

 , from Latin 
porta

 ‘gate.’





portal frame






noun






[Engineering]

 a rigid structural frame consisting essentially of two uprights connected at the top by a third member.













portal system






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the system of blood vessels consisting of the portal vein with its tributaries and branches.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 any system of blood vessels that has a capillary network at each end.













portal vein

 
hepatic portal vein






noun






[Anatomy]

 a vein conveying blood to the liver from the spleen, stomach, pancreas, and intestines.













portamento

 
/ˌpôrdəˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a slide from one note to another, especially in singing or playing a bowed string instrument.




2.
 


[Music]

 piano playing in a manner intermediate between legato and staccato


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a portamento style.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘carrying.’





porta-potty

 
/ˈpôrdə ˌpädē /

 


‹trademark›

 Porta Potti






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a portable building containing a toilet.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a portable toilet.













Port Arthur





I.
 
former name (1898–1905) for Lushun
 .




II.
 
a city in southeastern Texas, on the Neches and Sabine rivers, near the Gulf Coast; pop. 55,910 (est. 2008).










portative organ

 
/ˌpôrdədiv ˈôrɡən/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a small portable pipe organ.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a compound): 
portative

 from Old French 
portatif

 , 
-ive

 , apparently an alteration of 
portatil

 , based on Latin 
portare

 ‘carry.’





Port-au-Prince

 
/ˌpôrd ə ˈprins/






the capital of Haiti, a port on the western coast of Hispaniola; pop. 1,998,000 (est. 2007). Founded by the French in 1749, it became capital of the new republic in 1806. The city was devastated in January 2010 by an earthquake that claimed more than 200,000 lives.









Port Blair

 
/ˌpôrt ˈbler/






the capital of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a port on the southern tip of South Andaman Island in the Bay of Bengal; pop. 75,000.









portcullis

 
/ˌpôrtˈkələs/





I.
 
noun




a strong, heavy grating sliding up and down in vertical grooves, lowered to block a gateway to a fortress or town.








II.
 
derivatives





portcullised






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porte coleice

 ‘sliding door,’ from 
porte

 ‘door’ (from Latin 
porta

 ) + 
coleice

 ‘sliding’ (feminine of 
couleis

 , from Latin 
colare

 ‘to filter’).





port de bras

 
/ˌpôr də ˈbrä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Ballet]

 an act or manner of moving and posing the arms




•
 
one coach told her to change her port de bras.










2.
 


[chiefly Ballet]

 an exercise designed to develop graceful movement and disposition of the arms, typically involving a bend accompanied by arm movement.











– origin

 French, literally ‘bearing of (the) arms.’






Port de France

 
/ˌpôrt də ˈfrans/






former name for Nouméa
 .










Porte

 
/pôrt /

 

‹historical›


 
the Sublime Porte





I.
 
the Ottoman court at Constantinople.







– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
la Sublime Porte

 ‘the exalted gate,’ translation of the Turkish title of the central office of the Ottoman government.





porte cochère

 
/ˌpôrt kōˈSHer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a covered entrance large enough for vehicles to pass through, typically opening into a courtyard.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a porch where vehicles stop to discharge passengers.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘coach gateway.’





Port Elizabeth






a port in South Africa, on the coast of the province of Eastern Cape; pop. 1,146,400 (est. 2009). Settled by the British in 1820, it is now an automobile-manufacturing city and beach resort.










portend

 
/pôrˈtend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a sign or warning that (something, especially something momentous or calamitous) is likely to happen




•
 
the eclipses portend some major events.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
portendere

 , based on 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch.’





portent

 
/ˈpôrˌtent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sign or warning that something, especially something momentous or calamitous, is likely to happen




•
 
they believed that wild birds in the house were portents of death




•
 
JFK's political debut was a portent of the fame to come.










2.
 
future significance




•
 
an omen of grave portent for the tribe.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 an exceptional or wonderful person or thing




•
 
what portent can be greater than a pious notary?

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
portentum

 ‘omen, token,’ from the verb 
portendere

 (see portend
 ).





portentous

 
/pôrˈten(t)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a portent




•
 
the envelope and its portentous contents.










2.
 
done in a pompously or overly solemn manner so as to impress




•
 
the author's portentous moralizings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
portentously

 
/pôrˈten(t)əslē /






adverb













2.
 
portentousness

 
/pôrˈten(t)əsnəs /






noun





















porter1


 
/ˈpôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed to carry luggage and other loads, especially in a railroad station, airport, or hotel.




2.
 
a person employed to carry supplies on a mountaineering expedition.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an attendant in a railroad sleeping car or parlor car.




4.
 
dark brown bitter beer brewed from malt partly charred or browned by drying at a high temperature.

[originally made as a drink for porters.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porteour

 , from medieval Latin 
portator

 , from Latin 
portare

 ‘carry.’





porter2


 
/ˈpôrdər/





I.
 
noun




an employee in charge of the entrance of a hotel, apartment complex, or other large building.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
portier

 , from late Latin 
portarius

 , from 
porta

 ‘gate, door.’





Porter, Cole

 
/ˈpôrtər/






(1892–1964), US songwriter. He made his name with a series of Broadway musicals that included 
Anything Goes

 (1934) and 
Kiss Me, Kate

 (1948). He also wrote songs for movies, such as 
High Society

 (1956). Notable songs: 
“Let's Do It,”

 
“Night and Day,”

 and 
“Begin the Beguine.”











Porter, Katherine Anne






(1890–1980), US short-story writer and novelist. Notable works: 
Ship of Fools

 (1962) and 
Collected Short Stories

 (1965).









porterage

 
/ˈpôrdərəj/






noun




the work of carrying luggage, supplies, or other materials, done by porters or laborers.













porterhouse

 
/ˈpôrdərˌhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for porterhouse steak
 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an establishment at which porter and sometimes steaks were served.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from porter
 1
 (
sense

 2) + house
 .






porterhouse steak






noun




a choice steak cut from the thick end of a sirloin.













port-fire

 
/pôrtˈfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a handheld fuse used for firing cannons, igniting explosives, etc.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: partial anglicization of French 
porte-feu

 , from 
porter

 ‘carry’ + 
feu

 ‘fire.’





portfolio

 
/pôrtˈfōlēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, thin, flat case for loose sheets of paper such as drawings or maps.




2.
 
a set of pieces of creative work collected by someone to display their skills, especially to a potential employer.




3.
 
a varied set of photographs of a model or actor intended to be shown to a potential employer.




4.
 
a range of investments held by a person or organization




•
 
better returns on its investment portfolio.










5.
 
a range of products or services offered by an organization, especially when considered as a business asset




•
 
an unrivaled portfolio of quality brands.










6.
 
the position and duties of a minister of state or a member of a cabinet




•
 
he took on the Foreign Affairs portfolio.














II.
 
adjective




relating to, denoting, or engaged in an employment pattern that involves a succession of short-term contracts and part-time work, rather than the more traditional model of a long-term single job




•
 
portfolio careers allow women to balance work with family.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian 
portafogli

 , from 
portare

 ‘carry’ + 
foglio

 ‘sheet of paper’ (from Latin 
folium

 ).





portfolio insurance






noun




a strategy designed to protect a portfolio of investments against potential losses




•
 
during the financial crisis, banks and other lenders substantially increased their use of portfolio insurance.



















Port Harcourt

 
/ˈhärˌkôrt, -kərt/






a port in southeastern Nigeria, on the Gulf of Guinea at the eastern edge of the Niger delta; pop. 1,020,000 (est. 2007).









porthole

 
/ˈpôrtˌhōl/






noun



1.
 
a small exterior window in a ship or aircraft.




2.
 


‹historical›

 an opening for firing a cannon through.













Port Hueneme

 
/ˌpôrt wīˈnēmē/






an industrial and military port city in southwestern California, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 21,478 (est. 2008).









Port Huron

 
/ˈhyo͞orən, -än/






an industrial port city in southeastern Michigan, on Lake Huron and the St. Clair River; pop. 30,869 (est. 2008).









portico

 
/ˈpôrdəˌkō/





I.
 
noun




a structure consisting of a roof supported by columns at regular intervals, typically attached as a porch to a building.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
porticus

 ‘porch.’





portière

 
/ˌpôrdēˈer /

 
portiere





I.
 
noun




a curtain hung over a door or doorway.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, from 
porte

 ‘door,’ from Latin 
porta

 ‘gate, door.’






Porţile de Fier

 
/pôrtˌsēlə də ˈfyer/






Romanian name for Iron Gate
 .









portion

 
/ˈpôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of a whole; an amount, section, or piece of something




•
 
a portion of the jetty still stands




•
 
he could repeat large portions of Shakespeare.










2.
 
a part of something divided between two or more people; a share




•
 
she wanted the right to decide how her portion of the allowance should be spent.










3.
 
an amount of food suitable for or served to one person




•
 
a portion of ice cream




•
 
burger joints offering huge portions.










4.
 


[Law]

 the part or share of an estate given or descending by law to an heir.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a person's future as allotted by fate; one's destiny or lot




•
 
what will be my portion?










6.
 
(also 
marriage portion

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 a dowry given to a bride at her marriage.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something) into shares to be distributed among two or more people




•
 
the fish are 
portioned out

 to the different families.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
portioned

 )
 — serve (food) in an amount suitable for one person




•
 
generously portioned lunches.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 give a dowry to (a bride at her marriage)




•
 
my parents will portion me most handsomely.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porcion

 , from Latin 
portio(n-)

 , from the phrase 
pro portione

 ‘in proportion.’





Portland

 
/ˈpôrtlənd/





I.
 
the largest city in Maine, on Casco Bay off the Atlantic Ocean, in the southwestern part of the state; pop. 62,561 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial port in northwestern Oregon, on the Willamette River near its confluence with the Columbia River; pop. 557,706 (est. 2008). The largest city in Oregon, it was founded in 1845 and developed as a supply center for the gold rushes of the 1860s and 1870s and as a port for the lumber trade.









Portland cement

 
portland cement





I.
 
noun




cement that is manufactured from limestone and clay and that hardens under water.











– origin

 1810s: named after the Isle of 
Portland

 in Dorset, England, a limestone peninsula quarried for its fine building stone.





portlet

 
/ˈpôrtlit/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 an application used by a portal website to receive requests from clients and return information.











– origin

 blend of portal
 1
 and -let
 , after applet
 , servlet
 .





Port Louis

 
/ˈlo͞o-is, ˈlo͞o-ē/






the capital of Mauritius, a port on the northwestern coast; pop. 150,000 (est. 2007).









portly

 
/ˈpôrtlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a man) having a stout body; somewhat fat.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 of a stately or dignified appearance and manner




•
 
he was a man of portly presence.














II.
 
derivatives





portliness

 
/ˈpôrtlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from port
 5
 in the sense ‘bearing’ + -ly
 1
 .





portmanteau

 
/ˌpôrtˈman(t)ō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large trunk or suitcase, typically made of stiff leather and opening into two equal parts.




2.
 
(also 
portmanteau word

 )
 — a word blending the sounds and combining the meanings of two others, for example 
motel

 (from ‘motor’ and ‘hotel’) or 
brunch

 (from ‘breakfast’ and ‘lunch’)




•
 
podcast is a portmanteau, a made-up word coined from a combination of the words iPod and broadcast




•
 
a portmanteau word combining smoke and fog.







[coined in this sense by Lewis Carroll in 
Through the Looking Glass

 (1871).]




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — consisting of or combining two or more aspects or qualities




•
 
a portmanteau movie composed of excerpts from his most famous films.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
portemanteau

 , from 
porter

 ‘carry’ + 
manteau

 ‘mantle.’





Port Moresby

 
/ˌpôrt ˈmôrzbē/






the capital of Papua New Guinea, located on the southern coast of the island of New Guinea, on the Coral Sea; pop. 307,600 (est. 2009).










Port Natal






former name (until 1835) for Durban
 .










Porto

 
/ˈpôrtō/






Portuguese name for Oporto
 .









Pôrto Alegre

 
/ˌpôrdō əˈleɡrə/






a major port and commercial city in southeastern Brazil, capital of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, on Lagoa dos Patos (a lagoon separated from the Atlantic Ocean by a sandy peninsula); pop. 1,420,667 (2007).









portobello

 
/ˌpôrdəˈbelō /

 
portobello mushroom





I.
 
noun




a large mature edible mushroom with an open flat cap.











– origin

 1990s: perhaps alteration of Italian 
pratarolo

 ‘meadow mushroom.’





port of call






noun



1.
 
a place where a ship stops on a voyage.




2.
 
any of a number of places that a person visits in succession




•
 
his last port of call that morning was Angela's lawyer




•
 


‹figurative›

 if you're serious about spreadsheeting, then this package must be your first port of call.



















Port-of-Spain

 
/ˌpôrdəvˈspān/






the capital of Trinidad and Tobago, a port on the northwestern coast of the island of Trinidad; pop. 54,000 (est. 2007).









portolan

 
/ˈpôrtl-ən, -ˌan /

 
portolano





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a book of sailing directions with charts and descriptions of harbors and coasts.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
portolano

 , from 
porto

 ‘harbor.’





Porto Novo

 
/ˌpôrdō ˈnōvō/






the capital of Benin, a port on the Gulf of Guinea, close to the border with Nigeria; pop. 255,878 (2006). It was a center of the Portuguese slave trade in the 17th century.










Port Orford cedar

 
/ˌpôrt ˌôrfərd ˈsēdər/






noun




a slender conifer with dense foliage and lower branches arising at ground level. Native to a small area of northwestern California and southwestern Oregon, it is widely grown for timber and as an ornamental with many cultivars.

Also called Lawson cypress
 . [
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]













Pôrto Velho

 
/ˌpôrto͝o ˈvelyo͝o/






a town in western Brazil, capital of the state of Rondônia; pop. 369,345 (2007).










Port Petrovsk

 
/ˌpôrt pəˈtrôfsk/






former name (until 1922) for Makhachkala
 .










portrait

 
/ˈpôrtrət ˈpôrˌtrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painting, drawing, photograph, or engraving of a person, especially one depicting only the face or head and shoulders.




2.
 
a representation or impression of someone or something in language or on film




•
 
the writer builds up a full and fascinating portrait of a community.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a page, book, or illustration, or the manner in which it is set or printed) higher than it is wide




•
 
you can print landscape and portrait pages in the same document.







Compare with landscape
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
derivatives





portraitist

 
/ˈpôrtrədəst /






noun





portrait
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, past participle (used as a noun) of Old French 
portraire

 ‘portray.’





portraiture

 
/ˈpôrtriCHer ˈpôrtriˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of creating portraits.




2.
 
graphic and detailed description, especially of a person




•
 
it's part murder mystery and part portraiture through poetry.










3.
 


‹formal›

 a portrait.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
portrait

 (see portrait
 ).





portray

 
/pôrˈtrā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
depict (someone or something) in a work of art or literature




•
 
the author wanted to portray a new type of hero.










2.
 
(of an actor) represent or play the part of (someone) on film or stage




•
 
he tossed his affable TV persona aside to portray a merciless mobster.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — describe (someone or something) in a particular way




•
 
the book 
portrayed

 him 
as

 a self-serving careerist.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
portrayable






adjective













2.
 
portrayer

 
/pôrˈtrāər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
portraire

 , based on 
traire

 ‘to draw,’ from an alteration of Latin 
trahere

 .





portrayal

 
/ˌpôrˈtrā(ə)l/






noun



1.
 
a depiction of someone or something in a work of art or literature




•
 
a realistic portrayal of war.










2.
 
a description of someone or something in a particular way; a representation




•
 
the media portrayal of immigration.










3.
 
an instance of an actor playing a part in a movie or play; a performance




•
 
his portrayal of the title character.



















Port Said

 
/ˌpôrt sīˈēd/






a port in Egypt, on the Mediterranean coast at the northern end of the Suez Canal; pop. 570,600 (est. 2006). It was founded in 1859.









Port Saint Lucie

 
/ˌpôrt ˌsānt ˈlo͞osē/






a resort and retirement city in east central Florida; pop. 154,353 (est. 2008).









Port Salut

 
/ˌpōr səlo͞o, səlˈyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a pale, mild type of cheese.











– origin

 named after the Trappist monastery in France where it was first produced.





Portsmouth

 
/ˈpôrtsməTH/





I.
 
a port and naval base on the southern coast of England; pop. 201,800 (est. 2009). The naval dockyard was established here in 1496.




II.
 
a historic port city in southeastern New Hampshire, on the Piscataqua River, off the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 20,443 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a commercial and naval city in southeastern Virginia, on Hampton Roads, west of Norfolk; pop. 100,577 (est. 2008).









Port Sudan






the chief port of Sudan, on the Red Sea; pop. 284,000 (est. 2008).









port tack






noun




a sailboat's heading when the wind is coming from the left, or port, side.













Portugal

 
/ˈpôrCHəɡəl/





I.
 
a country occupying the western part of the Iberian peninsula in southwestern Europe; pop. 10,707,900 (est. 2009); capital, Lisbon; language, Portuguese (official).





Portugal was linked with Spain until it became an independent kingdom in the 12th century. In the 15th and 16th centuries it emerged as one of the leading European colonial powers. It became a republic in 1911 after the expulsion of the monarchy. A long period of dictatorship by Antonio Salazar, who was prime minister 1932–68, and his successor 
Marcello Caetano

 (1906–80) was ended in 1974 by a military coup, which led to Portugal's rapid withdrawal from its African colonies and eventually to democratic reform. It became a member of the EC in 1986.





Portuguese

 
/ˌpôrCHəˈɡēz/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Portugal or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Portugal, or a person of Portuguese descent.




2.
 
the Romance language of Portugal and Brazil.











– origin

 from Portuguese 
portuguez

 , from medieval Latin 
portugalensis

 .






Portuguese man-of-war






noun




a floating colonial coelenterate with a number of polyps and a conspicuous float. It occurs chiefly in warm seas, and bears long tentacles that can inflict painful stings.

[
Physalia physalis

 , order 
Siphonophora

 , class 
Hydrozoa

 .]













Port Vila






another name for Vila
 .









port wine stain






noun




a kind of large, deep red birthmark, a persistent hemangioma or nevus, typically on the face.













POS






abbreviation




point of sale.













pos.






abbreviation



1.
 
position.




2.
 
positive.




3.
 
possession.




4.
 
possessive.













posada

 
/pəˈsädə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Spanish-speaking regions) a hotel or inn.




2.
 
(also 
Las Posadas

 )
 — a ritual re-enactment of Mary and Joseph's search for a lodging in Bethlehem, performed just before Christmas.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
posar

 ‘to lodge.’






pose1


 
/pōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — present or constitute (a problem, danger, or difficulty)




•
 
the sheer number of visitors is posing a threat to the area.










2.
 
raise (a question or matter for consideration)




•
 
a statement that posed more questions than it answered.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — assume a particular attitude or position in order to be photographed, painted, or drawn




•
 
she posed for a swarm of TV cameramen.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place (someone) in a particular attitude or position in order to be photographed, painted, or drawn




•
 
he posed her on the sofa.










5.
 
(
pose as

 )
 — set oneself up as or pretend to be (someone or something)




•
 
a detective posing as a customer




•
 


‹figurative›

 a literary novel posing as a spy thriller.










6.
 
behave affectedly in order to impress others




•
 
some people like to drive these cars, but most just like to pose in them.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular way of standing or sitting, usually adopted for effect or in order to be photographed, painted, or drawn




•
 
photographs of boxers in ferocious poses.










2.
 
a particular way of behaving adopted in order to give others a false impression or to impress others




•
 
the man dropped his pose of amiability.














III.
 
derivatives





posable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poser

 (verb), from late Latin 
pausare

 ‘to pause,’ which replaced Latin 
ponere

 ‘to show off.’ The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





pose2


 
/pōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 puzzle or perplex (someone) with a question or problem




•
 
we have thus posed the mathematician and the historian.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: shortening of obsolete 
appose

 , from Old French 
aposer

 , variant of 
oposer

 ‘oppose.’





Poseidon

 
/pəˈsīdn pōˈsīdn /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the god of the sea, water, earthquakes, and horses, son of Cronus and Rhea and brother of Zeus. He is often depicted with a trident in his hand.

Roman equivalent Neptune
 .










Posen

 
/ˈpōzən/






German name for Poznań
 .










poser1


 
/ˈpōzər/






noun




a person who acts in an affected manner in order to impress others.













poser2


 
/ˈpōzər/






noun




a difficult or perplexing question or problem.













poseur

 
/pōˈzər/





I.
 
noun




another term for poser
 1
 .











– origin

 French, from 
poser

 ‘to place.’






posey

 
/ˈpōzē /

 
posy






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person or their behavior) affected and attempting to impress others; pretentious.













posh

 
/päSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
elegant or stylishly luxurious




•
 
a posh Munich hotel.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 typical of or belonging to the upper class of society




•
 
she had a posh accent.














II.
 
adverb






(Brit.)

 in an upper-class way




•
 
trying to talk posh.














III.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the quality or state of being elegant, stylish, or upper-class




•
 
we finally bought a color TV, which seemed the height of posh.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
poshly






adverb













2.
 
poshness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from slang 
posh

 , denoting a dandy. There is no evidence to support the folk etymology that 
posh

 is formed from the initials of 
port out starboard home

 (referring to the practice of using the more comfortable accommodations, out of the heat of the sun, on ships between England and India).





posit

 
/ˈpäzət/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assume as a fact; put forward as a basis of argument




•
 
the Confucian view posits a perfectible human nature




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he posited that the world economy is a system with its own particular equilibrium.










2.
 
(
posit something on

 )
 — base something on the truth of (a particular assumption)




•
 
these plots are posited on a false premise about women's nature as inferior.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put in position; place




•
 
the professor posits Cohen in his second category of poets.














II.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a statement that is made on the assumption that it will prove to be true.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
posit-

 ‘placed,’ from the verb 
ponere

 .






positif

 
/ˈpäzəˌtēf/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 (in some organs) a separate division of stops with its own manual, similar to a choir organ.











– origin

 French.






position

 
/pəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where someone or something is located or has been put




•
 
the distress call had given the ship's position




•
 
Mrs. Snell had taken up her position on the bottom step of the stairs.










2.
 
the location where someone or something should be; the correct place




•
 
the lid was put 
into position

 and screwed down




•
 
make sure that no slates have slipped 
out of position

 .










3.
 
(often 
positions

 )
 — a place where part of a military force is posted for strategic purposes




•
 
the guns were shelling the German positions.










4.
 
a particular way in which someone or something is placed or arranged




•
 
he moved himself into a reclining position




•
 
a cramp forced her to change position.










5.
 
in a game of chess, the configuration of the pieces and pawns on the board at any point.




6.
 


[Music]

 a particular location of the hand on the fingerboard of a stringed instrument




•
 
be familiar with the first six positions across the four strings.










7.
 


[Music]

 a particular location of the slide of a trombone.




8.
 


[Music]

 the arrangement of the constituent notes of a chord.




9.
 
a situation or set of circumstances, especially one that affects one's power to act




•
 
the company's financial position is grim




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we felt we were not in a position to judge the merits of the case.










10.
 
a job




•
 
she retired from her position as marketing director.










11.
 
the state of being placed where one has an advantage over one's rivals in a competitive situation




•
 
his successors were already jockeying for position.










12.
 
a person's place or rank in relation to others, especially in a competitive situation




•
 
he made up ground to finish in second position.










13.
 
high rank or social standing




•
 
a woman of supposed wealth and position.










14.
 
(in team games) a set of functions considered as the responsibility of a particular player based on the location in which they play




•
 
it gives every player a chance to play every fielding position.










15.
 
a person's particular point of view or attitude toward something




•
 
I’ll never accept his 
position on

 censorship.










16.
 
an investor's net holdings in one or more markets at a particular time; the status of an individual or institutional trader's open contracts




•
 
traders were covering short positions.










17.
 


[Logic]

 a proposition laid down or asserted; a tenet or assertion.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put or arrange (someone or something) in a particular place or way




•
 
he pulled out a chair and positioned it between them




•
 
she positioned herself on a bench.










2.
 
promote (a product, service, or business) within a particular sector of a market, or as the fulfillment of that sector's specific requirements




•
 
a comprehensive development plan that will 
position

 the city 
as

 a major economic force in the region.










3.
 
portray or regard (someone) as a particular type of person




•
 
I had 
positioned

 her 
as

 my antagonist.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
positio(n-)

 , from 
ponere

 ‘to place.’ The current sense of the verb dates from the early 19th cent.





positional

 
/pəˈziSHənl pəˈziSHn(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or determined by position




•
 
the team will be forced to make several positional changes.














II.
 
derivatives





positionally






adverb





















position paper






noun




(in business and politics) a written report outlining someone's attitude or intentions regarding a particular matter.














positive

 
/ˈpäzədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting in or characterized by the presence or possession of features or qualities rather than their absence.




2.
 
(of a statement or decision) expressing or implying affirmation, agreement, or permission




•
 
the company received a positive response from investors.










3.
 
(of the results of a test or experiment) indicating that a certain substance or condition is present or exists




•
 
the positive results of a pregnancy test




•
 
a positive test for Down's syndrome.










4.
 
(of a person) having a specified condition, or showing traces of a specified substance in their body




•
 
a player had 
tested positive

 for cocaine use




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
he is HIV-positive.










5.
 
constructive in intention or attitude




•
 
there needs to be a positive approach to youthful offenders.










6.
 
showing optimism and confidence




•
 
I hope you will be feeling very positive about your chances of success.










7.
 
showing pleasing progress, gain, or improvement




•
 
the election result will have a positive effect because it will restore people's confidence.










8.
 
with no possibility of doubt; clear and definite




•
 
he made a positive identification of a glossy ibis.










9.
 
convinced or confident in one's opinion; certain




•
 
“You are sure it was the same man?” “Positive!”




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I am positive that he is not coming back.










10.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 downright; complete (used for emphasis)




•
 
it's a positive delight to see you.










11.
 
of, containing, producing, or denoting an electric charge opposite to that carried by electrons.




12.
 
(of a photographic image) showing lights and shades or colors true to the original.




13.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective or adverb) expressing a quality in its basic, primary degree.

Contrasted with comparative
 and superlative
 .




14.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 dealing only with matters of fact and experience; not speculative or theoretical.

Compare with positivism
 (
sense

 1).




15.
 
(of a quantity) greater than zero.




16.
 


[Astrology]

 of, relating to, or denoting any of the air or fire signs, considered active in nature.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a good, affirmative, or constructive quality or attribute




•
 
take your weaknesses and translate them into positives




•
 
to manage your way out of recession, accentuate 
the positive

 .










2.
 
a photographic image showing lights and shades or colors true to the original, especially one printed from a negative.




3.
 
a result of a test or experiment indicating the presence of something




•
 
let us look at the distribution of those positives.










4.
 
the part of an electric circuit that is at a higher electrical potential than another point designated as having zero electrical potential.




5.
 


[Grammar]

 an adjective or adverb in the positive degree.




6.
 


[Music]

 another term for positif
 .




7.
 
a number greater than zero.








III.
 
derivatives





positiveness

 
/ˈpäzədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
positif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
positivus

 , from 
posit-

 ‘placed,’ from the verb 
ponere

 . The original sense referred to laws as being formally ‘laid down,’ which gave rise to the sense ‘explicitly laid down and admitting no question,’ hence ‘very sure, convinced.’





positive discrimination






noun




British term for reverse discrimination
 .














positive feedback






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 the enhancement or amplification of an effect by its own influence on the process that gives rise to it.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 
[Electronics]

 the return of part of an output signal to the input, which is in phase with it, so that the amplifier gain is increased and the output is often distorted.













positive geotropism






noun






[Botany]

 the tendency of roots to grow downward.













positive law






noun




statutes that have been laid down by a legislature, court, or other human institution and which can take whatever form the authors want.

Compare with natural law
 .













positively

 
/ˈpäzədivlē ˈpäztivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a positive way, in particular




2.
 
with certainty; so as to leave no room for doubt




•
 
experts could not positively identify the voices.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — used to emphasize that something is the case, even though it may seem surprising or unlikely




•
 
some of the diets may be positively dangerous.



















positive organ





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a large but movable pipe organ.

Compare with portative organ
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
positive

 in the sense ‘adapted to be placed in position.’





positive pole






noun






[Physics]

 a north-seeking pole of a magnet.













positive pressure






noun




air or gas pressure greater than that of the atmosphere, as used, e.g., in the artificial ventilation of the lungs.













positive sign






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for plus sign
 .













positivism

 
/ˈpäzədivˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 a philosophical system that holds that every rationally justifiable assertion can be scientifically verified or is capable of logical or mathematical proof, and that therefore rejects metaphysics and theism.

[from French 
positivisme

 , coined by the French philosopher Auguste Comte, Auguste
 .]




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a humanistic religious system founded on this.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 another term for logical positivism
 .




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that laws are to be understood as social rules, valid because they are enacted by authority or derive logically from existing decisions, and that ideal or moral considerations (e.g., that a rule is unjust) should not limit the scope or operation of the law.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
positivist

 
/ˈpäzədiˌvist /






noun, adjective













2.
 
positivistic

 
/ˌpäzədəˈvistik /






adjective













3.
 
positivistically

 
/ˌpäzətəˈvistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















positivity

 
/ˌpäzəˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the practice of being or tendency to be positive or optimistic in attitude




•
 
pupils draw power from the positivity of their teachers




•
 
we like to project positivity and a message of hope.










2.
 
the presence rather than absence of a certain substance, condition, or feature




•
 
the first biopsy specimen demonstrated positivity for cytokeratin




•
 
the positivity of tumor cells.



















positron

 
/ˈpäzəˌträn/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle with the same mass as an electron and a numerically equal but positive charge.











– origin

 1930s: from positive
 + -tron
 .





Posix

 
/ˈpäsiks /

 
POSIX





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a set of formal descriptions that provide a standard for the design of operating systems, especially ones that are compatible with Unix.











– origin

 1980s: from the initial letters of 
portable operating system

 + 
-ix

 suggested by Unix
 .





posology

 
/pəˈzäləjē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the part of medicine concerned with dosage.








II.
 
derivatives





posological

 
/ˌpäzəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
posologie

 , from Greek 
posos

 ‘how much’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





poss

 
/päs/






abbreviation




possible.













poss.






abbreviation



1.
 
possession.




2.
 
possessive.




3.
 
possible; possibly.













posse

 
/ˈpäsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹historical›

 a body of men, typically armed, summoned by a sheriff to enforce the law.




2.
 
(also 
posse comitatus

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 the body of men in a county whom the sheriff could summon to enforce the law.

[
comitatus

 from medieval Latin, ‘of the county.’]




3.
 


‹informal›

 a group of people who have a common characteristic, occupation, or purpose




•
 
he pompously led around 
a posse of

 medical students.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a group of people who socialize together, especially to go to clubs or raves.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘power,’ from Latin 
posse

 ‘be able.’





Posse Comitatus Act

 
/ˌpäsē ˌkämiˈtādəs ˌakt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a federal statute prohibiting use of the military in civilian law enforcement.











– origin

 Latin 
posse comitatus

 ‘power of the county.’






possess

 
/pəˈzes/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have as belonging to one; own




•
 
I do not possess a television set.










2.
 


[Law]

 have possession of as distinct from ownership




•
 
a two-year suspended sentence for possessing cocaine.










3.
 
have as an ability, quality, or characteristic




•
 
he did not possess a sense of humor




•
 (
be possessed of

 )
 
a fading blonde possessed of a powerful soprano voice.










4.
 
(
possess oneself of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 take for one's own




•
 
all that the plaintiffs did was to possess themselves of the securities.










5.
 
(usu. 
be possessed

 )
 — (of a demon or spirit, especially an evil one) have complete power over (someone) and be manifested through their speech or actions




•
 
she was possessed by the Devil.










6.
 
(of an emotion, idea, etc.) dominate the mind of; have an overpowering influence on




•
 
I was possessed by a desire to tell her everything.










7.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 have sexual intercourse with (a woman).




8.
 


‹archaic›

 maintain (oneself or one's mind or soul) in a state or condition of patience or quiet




•
 
I tried to 
possess

 my soul 
in

 patience and to forget how hungry I was.







[often with biblical allusion to Luke 21:19, the proper sense (‘gain your souls’) being misunderstood.]








II.
 
phrases





what possessed you?






used to express surprise at an action regarded as extremely unwise




•
 
what possessed you to come here?





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
possesser

 , from Latin 
possess-

 ‘occupied, held,’ from the verb 
possidere

 , from 
potis

 ‘able, capable’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





possessed

 
/pəˈzest/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) completely controlled by an evil spirit




•
 
he can turn into a possessed animal at will.














II.
 
phrases





like a man (or woman) possessed






in a frenzy; madly




•
 
I trained like a man possessed, I tell you.























possession

 
/pəˈzeSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of having, owning, or controlling something




•
 
are you 
in possession of

 any items over $500 in value?




•
 
he had 
taken possession of

 one of the sofas




•
 
the book 
came into my possession

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 visible power or control over something, as distinct from lawful ownership; holding or occupancy




•
 
both teams attempting to 
gain possession of

 the ball




•
 
they were imprisoned for possession of explosives.










3.
 


‹informal›

 the state of possessing an illegal drug




•
 
they're charged with possession.










4.
 
(in football, basketball, and other ball games) temporary control of the ball by a particular player or team




•
 
the ball hit a defender and Brown's quick reaction put him 
in possession

 .










5.
 
(usu. 
possessions

 )
 — an item of property; something belonging to one




•
 
I was alone with no money or possessions




•
 
that photograph was Bert's most precious possession.










6.
 
a territory or country controlled or governed by another




•
 
France's former colonial possessions.










7.
 
the state of being controlled by a demon or spirit




•
 
they prayed for protection against demonic possession.










8.
 
the state of being completely under the influence of an idea or emotion




•
 
fear 
took possession of

 my soul.














II.
 
derivatives





possessionless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
possessio(n-)

 , from the verb 
possidere

 (see possess
 ).





possessive

 
/pəˈzesiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
demanding someone's total attention and love




•
 
as soon as she'd been out with a guy a few times, he'd get possessive




•
 
she was 
possessive of

 our eldest son.










2.
 
showing a desire to own things and an unwillingness to share what one already owns




•
 
young children are proud and 
possessive of

 their own property.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to or denoting the case of nouns and pronouns expressing possession.

[from Latin 
possessivus

 , translation of Greek 
ktētikē (ptōsis

 ) ‘possessive (case).’]








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a possessive word or form.




2.
 
(
the possessive

 )
 — 

[Grammar]

 the possessive case.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
possessively

 
/pəˈzesivlē /






adverb













2.
 
possessiveness

 
/pəˈzesivnəs /






noun



















usage:

 
1

 Form the possessive of singulars by adding ’s: Ross's, Fox's, Reese's. A few classical and foreign names are traditional exceptions to this rule, for example, Jesus’ and Euripides,’ which take an apostrophe only. 
2

 Form the possessive of plurals by adding an apostrophe to the plural form: the Rosses’ house, the Perezes’ car. See also usage at apostrophe
 1
 , its
 , and plural
 .





possessive pronoun






noun






[Grammar]

 a pronoun indicating possession, for example 
mine

 , 
yours

 , 
hers

 , 
theirs

 .













possessor

 
/pəˈzesər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who owns something or has a particular quality




•
 
his father was the possessor of a considerable fortune.










2.
 


[Law]

 a person who takes, occupies, or holds something without necessarily having ownership, or as distinguished from the owner.








II.
 
derivatives





possessory

 
/pəˈzes(ə)rē /






adjective





















posset

 
/ˈpäsət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cold dessert made from thickened cream, typically flavored with lemon




•
 
lemon posset glazed with a sugar caramel.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a drink made of hot milk curdled with ale, wine, or other alcoholic liquor and typically flavored with spices, drunk as a delicacy or as a remedy for colds.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a baby) regurgitate curdled milk.




•
 
bless its little heart, it's possetting again.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; the verb is first recorded in English dialect in the late 19th cent.





possibility

 
/ˌpäsəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that may happen or be the case




•
 
the theoretical 
possibility of

 a chain reaction




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
there was always the possibility that he might be turned down.










2.
 
the state or fact of being likely or possible; likelihood




•
 
there was 
no possibility of

 recompense for him.










3.
 
a thing that may be chosen or done out of several possible alternatives




•
 
one possibility is to allow all firms to participate




•
 
there are three possibilities for obtaining extra money.










4.
 
(
possibilities

 )
 — unspecified qualities of a promising nature; potential




•
 
the house was old but it had possibilities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
possibilite

 , from late Latin 
possibilitas

 , from 
possibilis

 ‘able to be done’ (see possible
 ).






possible

 
/ˈpäsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be done; within the power or capacity of someone or something




•
 
surely it's not 
possible for

 a man to live so long?




•
 
what are the possible alternatives?




•
 
contact me 
as soon as possible






•
 
I'd like the report this afternoon, 
if possible

 .










2.
 
able to happen although not certain to; denoting a fact, event, or situation that may or may not occur or be so




•
 
a new theory emerged about the possible cause of the plane crash




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is possible that he will have to return to the hospital.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — able to be or become; potential




•
 
he was a possible future customer.










4.
 
[with 
superlative

 ]
 — having as much or as little of a specified quality as can be achieved




•
 
children need the best education possible




•
 
the shortest possible route.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a number or score) as high as is achievable in a test, competition, or game




•
 
he scored 723 points out of a possible 900.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that has the potential to become or do something, especially a potential candidate for a job or membership on a team




•
 
I have marked five possibles with an asterisk.










2.
 
(
the possible

 )
 — that which is likely or achievable




•
 
they were living right at the edge of the possible.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
possibilis

 , from 
posse

 ‘be able.’





possibly

 
/ˈpäsəblē/






adverb



1.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — perhaps (used to indicate doubt or hesitancy)




•
 
he found himself alone, possibly the only surviving officer.










2.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — used in polite requests




•
 
could you possibly pour me another cup of coffee?










3.
 
[usu. with 
modal

 ]
 — in accordance with what is likely or achievable, in particular




4.
 
used to emphasize that something is difficult, surprising, or bewildering




•
 
what can you possibly mean?










5.
 
used to emphasize that someone has or will put all their effort into something




•
 
be as noisy as you possibly can.



















POSSLQ

 
/ˈpäsəlˌkyo͞o/






abbreviation






(US)

 person of the opposite sex sharing living quarters (used to refer to a live-in sexual partner).













possum

 
/ˈpäsəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an opossum.




2.
 
a tree-dwelling Australasian marsupial that typically has a prehensile tail.

[Four families, esp. 
Petauridae

 : many species, including the ringtails.]








II.
 
phrases





play possum





a.
 
pretend to be asleep or unconscious when threatened (in imitation of an opossum's behavior).




b.
 
feign ignorance.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: shortening of opossum
 .





post1


 
/pōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, sturdy piece of timber or metal set upright in the ground and used to support something or as a marker




•
 
follow the blue posts until the track meets a forestry road.










2.
 
a goalpost




•
 
Robertson, at the near post, headed wide.










3.
 
(
the post

 )
 — a starting post or winning post.




4.
 
a piece of writing, image, or other item of content published online, typically on a blog or social media website.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display (a notice) in a public place




•
 
a curt notice had been posted on the door




•
 
the exam results were posted this morning.










2.
 
put notices on or in




•
 
we have posted all the bars.










3.
 
announce or publish (something, especially a financial result)




•
 
the company posted a $460,000 loss.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — publish the name of (a member of the armed forces) as missing or dead




•
 
a whole troop had been posted missing.










5.
 
publish (a piece of writing, image, or other item of content) online, typically on a blog or social media website




•
 
she posted a photo of herself with the singer on Twitter




•
 
I'll post an article next week revealing the results of the poll.




•
 
the list was promptly posted all over the Internet.










6.
 
(of a player or team) achieve or record (a particular score or result)




•
 
he posted a victory in Japan to lead the series.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





post up








[Basketball]

 play in a position near the basket, along the side of the key.















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
postis

 ‘doorpost,’ later ‘rod, beam,’ probably reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
post

 ‘pillar, beam’ and Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
post

 ‘doorpost.’






post2


 
/pōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the official service or system that delivers letters and parcels




•
 
winners will be notified by post




•
 
the tickets are in the post.










2.
 
letters and parcels delivered




•
 
she was opening her post.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a single collection or delivery of letters or parcels




•
 
entries must be received no later than first post on Friday, June 14th.










4.
 
used in names of newspapers




•
 
the Washington Post.










5.
 


‹historical›

 one of a series of couriers who carried mail on horseback between fixed stages.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a person or vehicle that carries mail.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 send (a letter or parcel) via the postal system




•
 
I've just been to post a letter




•
 


post off

 your order form today.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in bookkeeping) enter (an item) in a ledger




•
 
post the transaction in the second column.










3.
 
complete (a ledger) by posting transactions.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 travel with relays of horses




•
 
we posted in an open carriage.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 travel with haste; hurry




•
 
he comes posting up the street.














III.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 with haste




•
 
come now, come post.














IV.
 
phrases





keep someone posted






keep someone informed of the latest developments or news.















– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from French 
poste

 , from Italian 
posta

 , from a contraction of Latin 
posita

 , feminine past participle of 
ponere

 ‘to place.’





post3


 
/pōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a position of paid employment; a job




•
 
he resigned from the post of foreign minister




•
 
a teaching post.










2.
 
a place where someone is on duty or where a particular activity is carried out




•
 
a worker asleep at his post




•
 
a customs post.










3.
 
a place where a soldier, guard, or police officer is stationed or that they patrol




•
 
he gave the two armed men orders not to leave their posts




•
 
a command post.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a force stationed at a permanent position or camp; a garrison.




5.
 


(US)

 a local group in an organization of military veterans.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 the status or rank of full-grade captain in the Royal Navy




•
 
Captain Miller was 
made post

 in 1796.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be posted

 )


1.
 
send (someone) to a particular place to take up an appointment




•
 
he was posted to Washington as military attaché.










2.
 
station (someone, especially a soldier, guard, or police officer) in a particular place




•
 
a guard was posted at the entrance.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
poste

 , from Italian 
posto

 , from a contraction of popular Latin 
positum

 , neuter past participle of 
ponere

 ‘to place.’





post4


 
/pōst/





I.
 
preposition




subsequent to; after




•
 
American poetry post the 1950s hasn't had the same impact.

















– origin

 1960s: independent usage of post-
 .






post-





I.
 
prefix




after in time or order




•
 
postdate




•
 
postoperative.

















– origin

 from Latin 
post

 ‘after, behind.’





Post, Emily

 
/pōst/






(1873–1960), US writer and columnist; full name 
Emily Price Post

 . She was an arbiter of social etiquette and was the last word on manners. She wrote 
Etiquette

 (1922).









Post, Wiley






(1898–1935), US aviator; full name 
Wiley Hardeman Post

 . He was the first man to fly solo around the world 1933, accomplishing this in 7 days, 18 hours, and 49 minutes. He was flying near Point Barrow, Alaska, with Will Rogers as his passenger when their plane crashed and they were both killed.









postage

 
/ˈpōstij/






noun



1.
 
the sending or conveying of letters and parcels by mail




•
 
the free postage that members of Congress enjoy.










2.
 
the amount required to send a letter or parcel by mail




•
 
the calendar is available for $15.95 including postage and handling.



















postage due






noun



1.
 
that part of the postage that was not prepaid.




2.
 
a special postage stamp indicating postage still to be paid on a letter or parcel.













postage meter

 
/ˈpōstij ˌmēdər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a machine that prints an official mark or signature on a letter or parcel to indicate that postage has been paid or does not need to be paid.













postage stamp

 
/ˈpōstij stamp/






noun




a small adhesive piece of paper of specified value issued by a postal authority to be affixed to a letter or parcel to indicate the amount of postage paid.













postal

 
/ˈpōstəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the post office or the mail




•
 
increased postal rates




•
 
postal services.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 done through the mail




•
 
a postal ballot




•
 
a postal survey.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 another term for postcard
 .








III.
 
phrases





go postal








(US)

 
‹informal›

 become crazed and violent, especially as the result of stress.

[with reference to cases in which disgruntled employees of the US Postal Service have shot colleagues.]












IV.
 
derivatives





postally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
poste

 ‘postal service.’





postal code






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for postcode
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
(Canadian)

 a mailing code similar to the US zip code.













postal service






noun






(US)

 another term for post office
 (
sense

 1).













post-and-beam

 
/ˌpōstənˈbēm/






adjective




(of a building or a method of construction) having or using a framework of upright and horizontal beams.













post-apocalyptic






adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to the time following a nuclear war or other catastrophic event




•
 
a post-apocalyptic action picture of the ‘Mad Max’ type: tough loner fights for survival against hordes of barbaric scavengers




•
 
the grim desperation of a post-apocalyptic society.










2.
 
denoting or relating to the time following the biblical Apocalypse




•
 
the post-apocalyptic kingdom of God.



















postbellum

 
/pōstˈbeləm/





I.
 
adjective




occurring or existing after a war, in particular the American Civil War.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
post

 ‘after’ + 
bellum

 ‘war.’





postbox

 
/ˈpōs(t)bäks/






noun




British term for mailbox
 .














postcard

 
/ˈpōs(t)kärd/






noun




a card for sending a message by mail without an envelope, typically having a photograph or other illustration on one side.














post-chaise

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈSHāz/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a horse-drawn carriage used for transporting passengers or mail, especially in the 18th and early 19th centuries.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from post
 2
 + chaise
 in the sense ‘horse-drawn carriage.’





postclassical

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈklasək(ə)l/






adjective




of or relating to a time after the classical period of any language, art, or culture, in particular the classical period of ancient Greek and Latin culture.














postcode

 
/ˈpōs(t)kōd/






noun






(Brit.)

 a group of numbers or letters and numbers that are added to a postal address to assist the sorting of mail.













postcoital

 
/ˌpōstˈkōədl/





I.
 
adjective




occurring or done after sexual intercourse




•
 
postcoital contraception.














II.
 
derivatives





postcoitally






adverb





















postcolonial

 
/ˌpōstkəˈlōnēəl/






adjective




occurring or existing after the end of colonial rule




•
 
the postcolonial government




•
 
postcolonial literature.



















postcolonialism

 
/ˌpōstkəˈlōnēəlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the political or cultural condition of a former colony




•
 
the transition from colonialism to postcolonialism in Africa.










2.
 
a theoretical approach in various disciplines that is concerned with the lasting impact of colonization in former colonies




•
 
postcolonialism continues to unite historians and literary scholars.














II.
 
derivatives





postcolonialist






noun, adjective





















postdate

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈdāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
postdated

 )
 — affix or assign a date later than the actual one to (a document or event)




•
 
a postdated check.










2.
 
occur or come at a later date than




•
 
Stonehenge was presumed to postdate these structures.



















postdoc

 
/ˈpōs(t)däk/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person engaged in postdoctoral research.




2.
 


‹informal›

 postdoctoral research.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a postdoctoral research fellowship.













postdoctoral

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈdäkt(ə)rəl/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting research undertaken after the completion of doctoral research




•
 
a postdoctoral fellowship.



















postdoctorate

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈdäkt(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting research undertaken after the completion of doctoral research




•
 
he is currently seeking a postdoctorate position.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of research undertaken after the completion of doctoral research




•
 
a two-year postdoctorate on sensory biology.










2.
 
a person engaged in postdoctorate research




•
 
the team will be composed of two scientists and two postdoctorates.



















poster

 
/ˈpōstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large printed picture used for decoration.




2.
 
a large printed picture, notice, or advertisement displayed in a public place


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a poster campaign.










3.
 
a person who posts something online, as on a blog, social media website, or forum.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
postering

 )


1.
 
put up posters in an area




•
 
illegal postering in downtown Montreal.




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she defied police advice and postered her neighbourhood.



















poster boy





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a man who epitomizes or represents a specified quality, cause, etc.




•
 
he is the 
poster boy for

 stress




•
 
he's been anointed country rock's poster boy.

















– origin

 1940s: from the use in print advertisements of good-looking young men and appealing children.





poster child





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person or thing that epitomizes or represents a specified quality, cause, etc.




•
 
the antiglobalization movement's poster child




•
 
she's the 
poster child for

 cosmetic surgery.




•
 
the poster child of gluten-free grains, quinoa is a wonderful light, fluffy grain.

















– origin

 1930s: from the use of appealing children in charitable print advertisements.





poste restante

 
/ˌpōst ˌresˈtänt/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a service offered by a post office whereby mail is kept for an agreed period until collected by the addressee.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘mail remaining.’





poster girl





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a woman who epitomizes or represents a specified quality, cause, etc.




•
 
an unlikely 
poster girl for

 freedom of speech.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the use in print advertisements of good-looking young women and appealing children.






posterior

 
/päˈstirēər pōˈstirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 further back in position; of or nearer the rear or hind end, especially of the body or a part of it




•
 
the posterior part of the gut




•
 
a basal body situated just 
posterior to

 the nucleus.







The opposite of anterior
 .




2.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting presentation of a fetus in which the rear or caudal end is nearest the cervix and emerges first at birth




•
 
a posterior labor.







Compare with breech birth
 .




3.
 


‹formal›

 coming after in time or order; later




•
 
a date posterior to the first Reform Bill.














II.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a person's buttocks.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
posteriority

 
/päˌstirēˈôrədē /






noun













2.
 
posteriorly






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a plural noun denoting descendants): from Latin, comparative of 
posterus

 ‘following,’ from 
post

 ‘after.’






posterior probability






noun




the statistical probability that a hypothesis is true calculated in the light of relevant observations.

Compare with prior probability
 .













posterity

 
/päˈsterədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
all future generations of people




•
 
the victims' names are recorded for posterity.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 the descendants of a person




•
 
God offered Abraham a posterity like the stars of heaven.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
posterite

 , from Latin 
posteritas

 , from 
posterus

 ‘following.’





posterize

 
/ˈpōstəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print or display (a photograph or other image) using only a small number of different tones.








II.
 
derivatives





posterization

 
/ˌpōstərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















postern

 
/ˈpōstərn ˈpästərn/





I.
 
noun




a back or side entrance


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a small postern door.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
posterne

 , alteration of 
posterle

 , from late Latin 
posterula

 , diminutive of 
posterus

 ‘following.’





poster paint

 
/ˈpōstər ˌpānt/






noun




an opaque paint with a water-soluble binder, used for posters and children's paintings.













post exchange

 
PX






noun




a store at a US military base selling food, clothing, and other items.













postface

 
/ˈpōs(t)fās/






noun




a brief explanatory comment or note at the end of a book or other piece of writing.













postfeminist

 
/pos(t)ˈfemənist/





I.
 
adjective




coming after the feminism of the 1960s and subsequent decades, in particular moving beyond or rejecting some of the ideas of feminism as out of date.








II.
 
noun




a person who rejects some earlier feminist ideas as out of date.








III.
 
derivatives





postfeminism

 
/pōs(t)ˈfeməniz(ə)m /






noun





















postfix





I.
 
verb

 — 
/pōstˈfiks /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 treat (a biological substance or specimen) with a second fixative.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 
‹rare›

 append as a suffix.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpōstfiks /



1.
 
a suffix.













postfrontal

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈfrən(t)l/






noun






[Zoology]

 a bone behind the orbit of the eye in some vertebrates.













postgame

 
/ˈpōstˌɡām /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an event that occurs immediately after a particular sports game




•
 
they exchanged customary postgame handshakes




•
 
he serves as a co-host on the pregame and postgame shows.














II.
 
noun




a television or radio program focusing on the outcome of a particular sports game, broadcast immediately after the game itself




•
 
he had a noticeable limp during the postgame.




















postglacial

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈɡlāSH(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of or relating to the period since the last continental glaciation (the Wisconsin in North America), beginning with the sudden rise in temperature about 10,000 years ago.

Compare with late-glacial
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the postglacial

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the postglacial period.













postgrad

 
/ˈpōs(t)ˌɡrad/






adjective, noun






‹informal›

 short for postgraduate
 .














postgraduate

 
/pōstˈɡrajo͞oət/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a course of study undertaken after completing a first degree




•
 
a postgraduate degree.














II.
 
noun




a student engaged in a postgraduate course of study.













posthaste

 
/pōstˈhāst/





I.
 
adverb




with great speed or immediacy




•
 
she would go posthaste to England.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the direction “haste, post, haste,” formerly given on letters.





post hoc

 
/ˌpōst ˈhäk/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




occurring or done after the event




•
 
a post hoc justification for the changes.














II.
 
phrases





post hoc, ergo propter hoc






after this, therefore resulting from it: used to indicate that a causal relationship has erroneously been assumed from a merely sequential one.















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘after this.’





post horn

 
/ˈpōst ˌhôrn/






noun






‹historical›

 a valveless horn used originally to signal the arrival or departure of a mounted courier or mail coach.













posthumous

 
/ˈpäsCHəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring, awarded, or appearing after the death of the originator




•
 
he was awarded a posthumous Military Cross




•
 
a posthumous collection of his articles.










2.
 
(of a child) born after the death of its father.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
postumus

 ‘last’ (superlative from 
post

 ‘after’), in late Latin spelled 
posth-

 by association with 
humus

 ‘ground.’





posthumously

 
/ˈpäsCHəməslē/






adverb




after the death of the originator




•
 
a number of songs were posthumously published in 1924.



















posthypnotic

 
/ˌpōsthipˈnätik/






adjective




relating to or denoting the giving of ideas or instructions to a subject under hypnosis that are intended to affect behavior after the hypnotic trance ends




•
 
posthypnotic suggestion.



















postil

 
/ˈpästl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a marginal note or comment, especially on a biblical text.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a commentary, homily, or book of homilies.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
postille

 , from medieval Latin 
postilla

 , perhaps from Latin 
post illa (verba

 ) ‘after those words,’ written as a direction to a scribe.





postilion

 
/pəˈstilyən pōˈstilyən /

 
postillion





I.
 
noun




a person who rides the leading left-hand horse of a team or pair drawing a coach or carriage, especially when there is no coachman.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘forerunner acting as guide to the post-horse rider’): from French 
postillon

 , from Italian 
postiglione

 ‘post boy,’ from 
posta

 (see post
 2
 ).





post-impressionism

 
/ˌpōstimˈpreSHəˌnizəm /

 
post-Impressionism





I.
 
noun




the work or style of a varied group of late 19th-century and early 20th-century artists including Van Gogh, Gauguin, and Cézanne. They reacted against the naturalism of the impressionists to explore color, line, and form, and the emotional response of the artist, a concern that led to the development of expressionism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
post-impressionist

 
/ˌpōstimˈpreSHəˌnist /






noun, adjective













2.
 
post-impressionistic

 
/ˌpōstimˈpreSHəˌnistēk /






adjective





















postindustrial

 
/ˌpōstinˈdəstrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to an economy that no longer relies on heavy industry




•
 
a postindustrial society.














II.
 
derivatives





postindustrialism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun





















posting1


 
/ˈpōstiNG/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an appointment to a job, especially one abroad or in the armed forces




•
 
he requested a posting to Japan.










2.
 
the location of an appointment to a job




•
 
Norway was an attractive posting because of its quality of life.



















posting2


 
/ˈpōstiNG/






noun




a message, link, image, etc., posted to an online location such as a blog, social media website, or forum.




•
 
Internet service providers can't be held liable for defamatory postings.




















Post-it

 
/ˈpōstit /

 
Post-it note






noun






‹trademark›

 a piece of paper with an adhesive strip on one side, designed to be stuck prominently to an object or surface and easily removed when necessary.













postlapsarian

 
/ˌpōstlapˈserēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Theology]

 
‹literary›

 occurring or existing after the Fall of Man.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from post-
 ‘occurring after,’ on the pattern of 
sublapsarian

 .





postlude

 
/ˈpōs(t)lo͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a concluding piece of music, especially an organ piece played at the end of a religious service.




2.
 


[Music]

 a written or spoken epilogue; an afterword.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from post-
 ‘later, after,’ on the pattern of 
prelude

 .





postman

 
/ˈpōs(t)mən/






noun




a mail carrier.













postmark

 
/ˈpōs(t)märk/





I.
 
noun




an official mark stamped on a letter or other postal package, giving the place, date, and time of posting, and serving to cancel the postage stamp




•
 
an envelope with a London postmark.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be postmarked

 )


1.
 
stamp (a letter or other postal package) officially with a postmark


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
the letter was postmarked New York.



















postmaster

 
/ˈpōs(t)ˌmastər/






noun




a person in charge of a post office.













postmaster general






noun




the head of a country's postal service.













postmillennial

 
/ˌpōstməˈlenēəl/






adjective




(especially in Christian doctrine) following the millennium.














postmillennialism

 
/ˌpōstməˈlenēəlizəm/





I.
 
noun




(among some Christian Protestants) the doctrine that the Second Coming of Christ will be the culmination of the prophesied millennium of blessedness.

Compare with premillennialism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





postmillennialist

 
/-ist /






noun





















postmistress

 
/ˈpōstˌmistrəs/






noun




a woman in charge of a post office.














postmodern

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈmädərn/






adjective



1.
 
subsequent to or coming later than that which is modern




•
 
the illusionary nature of postmodern life.










2.
 
relating to or characterized by postmodernism, especially in being self-referential




•
 
the postmodern discipline of art history.




















postmodernism

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈmädərnˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a late-20th-century style and concept in the arts, architecture, and criticism that represents a departure from modernism and has at its heart a general distrust of grand theories and ideologies as well as a problematical relationship with any notion of “art.”

Typical features include a deliberate mixing of different artistic styles and media, the self-conscious use of earlier styles and conventions, and often the incorporation of images relating to the consumerism and mass communication of late-20th-century postindustrial society. Postmodernist architecture was pioneered by Robert Venturi; the AT&T skyscraper in New York (completed in 1984) is a prime example of the style. Influential literary critics include Jean Baudrillard and Jean-François Lyotard.








II.
 
derivatives





postmodernity

 
/ˌpōstməˈdərnətē /






noun





















postmodernist

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈmädərnist/





I.
 
noun




a believer in or supporter of postmodernism




•
 
postmodernists rejected the search for broad generalizations.














II.
 
adjective




of or associated with postmodernism




•
 
postmodernist theory




•
 
postmodernist art.



















postmodify

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈmädəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 modify the sense of (a noun or other word) by being placed after it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
postmodification

 
/ˌpōstˌmädifiˈkāSHen /






noun













2.
 
postmodifier






noun





















postmortem

 
/pōstˈmôrdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an examination of a dead body to determine the cause of death.




2.
 
an analysis or discussion of an event held soon after it has occurred, especially in order to determine why it was a failure




•
 
an election postmortem on why the party lost.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a postmortem




•
 
a postmortem report.










2.
 
happening after death




•
 
postmortem changes in his body




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
assessment of morphology in nerves taken postmortem.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘after death.’





postnatal

 
/pōstˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, characteristic of, or denoting the period after childbirth




•
 
postnatal care.














II.
 
derivatives





postnatally






adverb





















postnuptial

 
/pōs(t)ˈnəpSHəl/






adjective



1.
 
occurring or relating to the period after marriage.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 occurring in or relating to the period after the mating season of an animal.













post-obit

 
/ˌpōstˈōbət/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 taking effect after death.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
post obitum

 , from 
post

 ‘after’ + 
obitus

 ‘decease’ (from 
obire

 ‘to die’).





post office






noun



1.
 
the public department or corporation responsible for mail services and (in some countries) telecommunications.




2.
 
a building where postal business is carried on.




3.
 


(US)

 a game, played especially by children, in which imaginary letters are delivered in exchange for kisses.













post office box






noun




a numbered box in a post office assigned to a person or organization, where mail for them is kept until collected.













post-op

 
/ˈpōstäp/






abbreviation




postoperative.













postoperative

 
/ˌpōstˈäpərədiv/





I.
 
adjective




during, relating to, or denoting the period following a surgical operation




•
 
postoperative care.














II.
 
derivatives





postoperatively

 
/ˌpōstˈäpərədivlē /






adverb





















postorbital

 
/ˌpōstˈôrbədl /

 

‹chiefly Zoology›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated at the back of the orbit or eye socket, in particular denoting a process of the frontal bone that in some reptiles forms a separate bone.








II.
 
noun




a postorbital bone.













postpaid

 
/pōs(t)ˈpād/






adjective, adverb




(with reference to a letter or parcel) on which postage has already been paid


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
use the postpaid envelope provided.



















postpartum

 
/pōstˈpärdəm/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Veterinary Medicine]

 following childbirth or the birth of young.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
post partum

 ‘after childbirth.’





postpartum depression






noun




depression suffered by a mother following childbirth, typically arising from the combination of hormonal changes, psychological adjustment to motherhood, and fatigue.













postpone

 
/pōˈspōn pōstˈpōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or arrange for (something) to take place at a time later than that first scheduled




•
 
the visit had to be postponed for some time




•
 [with 
present participle

 ]
 
the judge postponed sentencing a former government spokesman for fraud.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
postponable

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈpōnəbəl pəˈspōnəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
postponer






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
postponere

 , from 
post

 ‘after’ + 
ponere

 ‘to place.’





postponement

 
/pōstˈpōnmənt/






noun




the action of postponing something; deferral




•
 
the postponement of the elections




•
 
after repeated postponements, the new museum is officially open.



















postpose

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 place (a modifying word or morpheme) after the word that it modifies.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘place later or lower’): from French 
postposer

 , from 
post-

 ‘after’ + 
poser

 ‘to place.’ The current sense dates from the 1920s.





postposition

 
/ˌpōs(t)pəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word or morpheme placed after the word it governs, for example 
-ward

 in 
homeward

 .








II.
 
derivatives





postpositional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from preposition
 , by substitution of the prefix post-
 for 
pre-

 .





postpositive

 
/ˌpōstˈpäzədiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a word) placed after or as a suffix on the word that it relates to.








II.
 
noun




a postpositive word.








III.
 
derivatives





postpositively






adverb





















postprandial

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈprandēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 during or relating to the period after dinner or lunch




•
 
we were jolted from our postprandial torpor.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 
[Medicine]

 occurring after a meal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from post-
 ‘after’ + Latin 
prandium

 ‘a meal’ + -al
 .





postproduction

 
/ˌpōstprəˈdəkSHən/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
work done on a film or recording after filming or recording has taken place




•
 
postproduction editing.



















post-punk





I.
 
adjective




denoting a style of rock music inspired by punk but less aggressive in performance and musically more experimental.








II.
 
noun




post-punk music.













post-racial






adjective




denoting or relating to a period or society in which racial prejudice and discrimination no longer exist




•
 
a post-racial era




•
 
post-racial America.



















post-roll






noun




an online video advertisement that plays at the end of a video that has been selected for viewing




•
 
short 3-second post-rolls




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
tablet users are more likely to view post-roll ads.



















postscript

 
/ˈpōs(t)ˌskript/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an additional remark at the end of a letter, after the signature and introduced by “P.S.”




•
 
he added a postscript: “Leaving tomorrow.”










2.
 
an additional statement or action that provides further information on or a sequel to something




•
 
as a 
postscript to

 this, Paul did finally marry.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
postscriptum

 , neuter past participle (used as a noun) of 
postscribere

 ‘write under, add,’ from 
post

 ‘after, later’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





PostScript

 
/ˈpōs(t)skript/






noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a page description language that is an industry standard for outputting high-resolution text and graphics.













postseason

 
/ˈpōs(t)ˌsēz(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a sporting event) taking place after the end of the regular season.








II.
 
noun




the period following the regular season.













poststructuralism

 
/pōs(t)ˈstrəkCHərəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




an extension and critique of structuralism, especially as used in critical textual analysis.

Emerging in French intellectual life in the late 1960s and early 1970s, poststructuralism departed from the claims to objectivity and comprehensiveness made by structuralism and emphasized instead plurality and deferral of meaning, rejecting the fixed binary oppositions of structuralism and the validity of authorial authority.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
poststructural






adjective













2.
 
poststructuralist






noun, adjective





















post-synch

 
/pōstˈsiNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add a sound recording to (film or video footage) at a later time.













post-tax

 
/ˌpōstˈtaks/






adjective






[Finance]

 (of income or profits) remaining after the deduction of taxes.













post-tension

 
/ˈpōstˌtenSHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen (reinforced concrete) by applying tension to the reinforcing rods after the concrete has set


(as 
adj.

 
post-tensioned

 )


•
 
post-tensioned concrete.







Compare with prestressed
 , pretension
 2
 .













post time






noun




the time at which a race is scheduled to start and entrants must be at their starting positions.














post-traumatic stress disorder

 
post-traumatic stress syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition of persistent mental and emotional stress occurring as a result of injury or severe psychological shock, typically involving disturbance of sleep and constant vivid recall of the experience, with dulled responses to others and to the outside world.













postulant

 
/ˈpäsCHələnt/





I.
 
noun




a candidate, especially one seeking admission into a religious order.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
postulant

 or Latin 
postulant-

 ‘asking,’ from the verb 
postulare

 (see postulate
 ).






postulate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈpäsCHəˌlāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suggest or assume the existence, fact, or truth of (something) as a basis for reasoning, discussion, or belief




•
 
his theory postulated a rotatory movement for hurricanes




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he postulated that the environmentalists might have a case.










2.
 
(in ecclesiastical law) nominate or elect (someone) to an ecclesiastical office subject to the sanction of a higher authority.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpäsCHələt /



1.
 


‹formal›

 a thing suggested or assumed as true as the basis for reasoning, discussion, or belief




•
 
perhaps the postulate of Babylonian influence on Greek astronomy is incorrect.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Mathematics]

 an assumption used as a basis for mathematical reasoning.








III.
 
derivatives





postulation

 
/ˌpäsCHəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
postulat-

 ‘asked,’ from the verb 
postulare

 .





postulator

 
/ˈpäsCHəˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who postulates something.




2.
 
a person who presents a case for the canonization or beatification of someone in the Roman Catholic Church.













postulatory

 
/ˈpäsCHələˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 making a request or plea




•
 
approximately 6,000 postulatory letters were sent.










2.
 


‹rare›

 of the nature of an assumption; hypothetical




•
 
the resemblance is somewhat postulatory.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
postulatorius

 , from the verb 
postulare

 postulate
 .





posture

 
/ˈpäsCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a position of a person's body when standing or sitting




•
 
he stood in a flamboyant posture with his hands on his hips




•
 
good posture will protect your spine.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 a particular pose adopted by a bird or other animal, interpreted as a signal of a specific pattern of behavior.




3.
 
a particular way of dealing with or considering something; an approach or attitude




•
 
labor unions adopted a more militant posture in wage negotiations.










4.
 
a particular way of behaving that is intended to convey a false impression; a pose




•
 
despite pulling back its missiles, the government maintained a defiant posture for home consumption.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
posturing

 )
 — behave in a way that is intended to impress or mislead others




•
 
a masking of fear with macho posturing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — adopt (a certain attitude) so as to impress or mislead




•
 
the companies may posture regret, but they have a vested interest in increasing Third World sales.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 place (someone) in a particular attitude or pose




•
 
and still these two were postured motionless.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
postural






adjective













2.
 
posturer

 
/ˈpäsCH(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the relative position of one thing to another): from French, from Italian 
postura

 , from Latin 
positura

 ‘position,’ from 
posit-

 ‘placed,’ from the verb 
ponere

 .





postvocalic

 
/ˌpōs(t)vōˈkalik/






adjective




(of a speech sound) occurring immediately after a vowel.













postwar

 
/ˌpōs(t)ˈwôr/






adjective




occurring or existing after a war (especially World War II)




•
 
postwar Britain




•
 
postwar reconstruction.



















posy1


 
/ˈpōzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bunch of flowers.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a short motto or line of verse inscribed inside a ring.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): contraction of poesy
 .





posy2


 
/ˈpōzē/






adjective




variant spelling of posey
 .














pot1


 
/pät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container, typically rounded or cylindrical and of ceramic ware or metal, used for storage or cooking




•
 
clay pots for keeping water cool in summer




•
 
a cooking pot.










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of various containers made for a particular purpose




•
 
a coffee pot.










3.
 
a container for holding drink, especially beer.




4.
 
the contents of any pot




•
 


a pot of

 coffee.










5.
 
(
the pot

 )
 — the total sum of the bets made on a round in poker and other card games




•
 
Jim raked in the pot.










6.
 
all the money contributed by a group of people for a particular purpose




•
 
in insurance, everybody puts money into the pot used to pay claims.










7.
 


‹informal›

 a potbelly.




8.
 
(
the pot

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 a toilet.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plant in a flowerpot




•
 
pot individual cuttings as soon as you see new young leaves.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 preserve (food, especially meat or fish) in a sealed pot or jar




•
 
venison can be potted in the same way as tongue.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Billiards]

 another term for pocket
 .




4.
 


‹informal›

 hit or kill (someone or something) by shooting




•
 
he was shot in the eye as neighbors potted clay pigeons.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for the pot






for food or cooking




•
 
hens provided eggs as well as meat for the pot.















2.
 
go to pot








‹informal›

 deteriorate through neglect




•
 
the foundry was allowed to go to pot in the seventies.















3.
 
the pot calling the kettle black






used to convey that the criticisms a person is aiming at someone else could equally well apply to themselves.









4.
 
pot of gold






see gold
 .









5.
 
shit (or piss) or get off the pot








‹vulgar slang›

 used to convey that someone should stop wasting time and get on with something.












IV.
 
derivatives





potful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
pott

 , probably reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
pot

 ; of unknown ultimate origin (compare with late Latin 
potus

 ‘drinking cup’). Current senses of the verb date from the early 17th cent.





pot2


 
/pät/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 cannabis.











– origin

 1930s: probably from Mexican Spanish 
potiguaya

 ‘cannabis leaves.’





pot.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Electronics]

 potential.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 potentiometer.













potable

 
/ˈpōdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 safe to drink; drinkable




•
 
there is no supply of potable water available.














II.
 
derivatives





potability

 
/ˌpōtəˈbilətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
potable

 , from late Latin 
potabilis

 , from Latin 
potare

 ‘to drink.’






potage

 
/pōˈtäZH/





I.
 
noun




thick soup.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French. Compare with pottage
 .





potamology

 
/ˌpädəˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Geography]

 the study of rivers.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
potamos

 ‘river’ + -logy
 .






potash

 
/ˈpädˌaSH/





I.
 
noun




an alkaline potassium compound, especially potassium carbonate or hydroxide.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from 
pot-ashes

 , from obsolete Dutch 
potasschen

 , originally obtained by leaching vegetable ashes and evaporating the solution in iron pots.





potassium

 
/pəˈtasēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
K

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 19, a soft silvery-white reactive metal of the alkali metal group.








II.
 
derivatives





potassic

 
/pəˈtasik /






adjective




(
 — 

[Mineralogy]





















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Latinization of potash
 or earlier 
potass

 (from French 
potasse

 ) by Sir Humphry Lowry, who first separated the element from potash.





potassium–argon dating






noun






[Geology]

 a method of dating rocks from the relative proportions of radioactive potassium-40 and its decay product, argon-40.














potassium hydroxide






noun




a strongly alkaline white deliquescent compound used in many industrial processes, e.g., soap manufacture.

[Chem. formula: KOH.]














potassium nitrate






noun




a white crystalline salt, occurring naturally and produced synthetically, used in fertilizer, as a meat preservative, and as a constituent of gunpowder.

Also called saltpeter
 or niter
 . [Chem. formula: KNO3
 .]













potation

 
/pōˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a drink.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 the action of drinking something, especially alcohol




•
 
I intend to abstain from potation.










3.
 
(often 
potations

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a drinking bout




•
 
the dreadful potations of his youth.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
potatio(n-)

 , from 
potare

 ‘to drink.’






potato

 
/pəˈtādō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a starchy plant tuber that is one of the most important food crops, cooked and eaten as a vegetable




•
 
roasted potatoes




•
 
the meal comes with rice or potato




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
leek and potato soup.










2.
 
see sweet potato
 .




3.
 
the plant of the nightshade family that produces the potato tubers on underground runners.

[
Solanum tuberosum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 . It was first cultivated in the Andes about 1,800 years ago and was introduced to Europe in 
c.

 1570.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
patata

 , variant of Taino 
batata

 ‘sweet potato.’ The English word originally denoted the sweet potato and gained its current sense in the late 16th cent.





potato blight

 
/pəˈtādō blīt/






noun




a destructive fungal disease of potatoes resulting in dry brown rot of the tubers.

[
Early blight

 is caused by 
Alternaria solani

 (subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 ), and 
late blight

 is caused by 
Phytophthora infestans

 (subdivision 
Mastigomycotina

 ).]














potato chip






noun




a wafer-thin slice of potato fried or baked until crisp and eaten as a snack.













potato pancake






noun




a small flat cake of grated potatoes mixed with flour and egg and fried.













potato salad

 
/pəˈtādō ˈsaləd/






noun




a side dish consisting of cold cooked potato chopped and mixed with a dressing and seasonings.













potato skin






noun




a strip of deep-fried potato skin, served as an appetizer.













potato vine






noun




a semievergreen climbing plant with pale blue or white flowers, related to the potato and native to South and Central America.

[
Solanum jasminoides

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]














pot-au-feu

 
/ˌpôdōˈfə/





I.
 
noun




a French soup of meat, typically boiled beef, and vegetables cooked in a large pot.











– origin

 French, literally ‘pot on the fire.’





Potawatomi

 
/ˌpädəˈwädəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living originally around Lake Michigan.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Potawatomi.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Potawatomi or their language.











– origin

 the name in Ojibwa.





potbellied pig

 
Vietnamese potbellied pig






noun




a pig of a small, dark breed with short legs and a large stomach, sometimes kept as a pet.













potbelly

 
/ˈpätˌbelē /

 
pot belly





I.
 
noun




a large, protruding, rotund stomach.








II.
 
derivatives





potbellied

 
/ˈpätˌbelēd /






adjective





















potbelly stove

 
potbellied stove






noun




a small, bulbous-sided wood-burning stove.













potboiler

 
/ˈpätˌboilər/






noun






‹informal›

 a book, painting, or recording produced merely to make the writer or artist a living by catering to popular taste.













pot-bound

 
/ˈpätbound/






adjective




(of a plant) having roots that fill the flowerpot, leaving no room for them to expand.













pot cheese

 
/ˈpät ˌCHēz/






noun






(US)

 a coarse type of cottage cheese.













poteen

 
/päˈtēn pōˈtēn /

 
potheen





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Irish)

 alcohol made illicitly, typically from potatoes.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Irish 
(fuisce) poitín

 ‘little pot (of whiskey),’ diminutive of 
pota

 ‘pot.’





Potemkin1


 
/pəˈtem(p)kən/






a battleship whose crew mutinied during the Russian Revolution of 1905 when in the Black Sea, bombarding Odessa before seeking asylum in Romania. The incident persuaded the tsar to agree to a measure of reform.









Potemkin2


 
/pəˈtem(p)kən/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 having a false or deceptive appearance, especially one presented for the purpose of propaganda




•
 
it proved her to be a Potemkin feminist.

















– origin

 1930s: from Grigori Aleksandrovich 
Potyomkin

 (often transliterated 
Potemkin

 ), a favorite of Empress Catherine II of Russia, who reputedly gave the order for sham villages to be built for the empress's tour of the Crimea in 1787.





potency

 
/ˈpōtnsē/






noun



1.
 
the power of something to affect the mind or body




•
 
a myth of enormous potency




•
 
the unexpected potency of the rum punch.










2.
 
(in homeopathy) the number of times a remedy has been diluted and succussed, taken as a measure of the strength of the effect it will produce




•
 
she was given a low potency twice daily.










3.
 


[Genetics]

 the extent of the contribution of an allele toward the production of a phenotypic characteristic.




4.
 


[Biology]

 a capacity in embryonic tissue for developing into a particular specialized tissue or organ.




5.
 
a male's ability to achieve an erection or to reach orgasm




•
 
medications that diminish sexual potency.




















potent1


 
/ˈpōtnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having great power, influence, or effect




•
 
thrones were potent symbols of authority




•
 
a potent drug




•
 
a potent argument.










2.
 
(of a male) able to achieve an erection or to reach an orgasm.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
potence

 
/ˈpōt(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
potently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
potent-

 ‘being powerful, being able,’ from the verb 
posse

 .





potent2


 
/ˈpōtnt /

 

‹Heraldry›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
formed of crutch-shaped pieces; (especially of a cross) having a straight bar across the end of each extremity




•
 
a cross potent.










2.
 
of the fur called potent (as a tincture).








II.
 
noun




fur resembling vair, but with the alternating pieces T-shaped.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a crutch): alteration of Old French 
potence

 ‘crutch,’ from Latin 
potentia

 ‘power’ (in medieval Latin ‘crutch’), from 
potent-

 (see potent
 1
 ).





potentate

 
/ˈpōtnˌtāt/





I.
 
noun




a monarch or ruler, especially an autocratic one.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
potentatus

 ‘dominion,’ from 
potent-

 ‘being able or powerful’ (see potent
 1
 ).





potential

 
/pəˈten(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having or showing the capacity to become or develop into something in the future




•
 
a two-pronged campaign to woo potential customers.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
latent qualities or abilities that may be developed and lead to future success or usefulness




•
 
a young broadcaster with great potential




•
 
the potentials of the technology were never wholly controllable.










2.
 
(often 
potential for/to do something

 )
 — the possibility of something happening or of someone doing something in the future




•
 
the crane operator's clear view reduces the potential for accidents




•
 
pesticides with the potential to cause cancer.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the quantity determining the energy of mass in a gravitational field or of charge in an electric field.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
potentiality

 
/pəˌten(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
potentialize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
potentialis

 , from 
potentia

 ‘power,’ from 
potent-

 ‘being able’ (see potent
 1
 ). The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





potential barrier






noun






[Physics]

 a region within a force field in which the potential is significantly higher than at points on either side of it, so that a particle requires energy to pass through it.













potential difference

 
/pəˈten(t)SHəl ˈdif(ə)rəns ˈdifərns/






noun






[Physics]

 the difference of electrical potential between two points.













potential divider






noun




another term for voltage divider
 .














potential energy






noun






[Physics]

 the energy possessed by a body by virtue of its position relative to others, stresses within itself, electric charge, and other factors.

Compare with kinetic energy
 .













potentially

 
/pəˈten(t)SHəlē/






adverb




with the capacity to develop or happen in the future




•
 
newly available oil might potentially create a drop in prices




•
 
a potentially dangerous situation.



















potentiate

 
/pəˈten(t)SHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 increase the power, effect, or likelihood of (something, especially a drug or physiological reaction)




•
 
the glucose will potentiate intestinal absorption of sodium.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from potent
 1
 , on the pattern of 
substantiate

 .






potentiation

 
/pəˌten(t)SHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Physiology]

 the increase in strength of nerve impulses along pathways that have been used previously, either short-term or long-term.













potentilla

 
/ˌpōtnˈtilə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the cinquefoils, especially (in gardening) a small shrub with bright yellow, red, orange, or pink flowers.

[Genus 
Potentilla

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, based on Latin 
potent-

 ‘being powerful’ (with reference to its herbal qualities) + the diminutive suffix 
-illa

 .





potentiometer

 
/pəˌten(t)SHēˈämədər/






noun



1.
 
an instrument for measuring an electromotive force by balancing it against the potential difference produced by passing a known current through a known variable resistance.




2.
 
a variable resistor with a third adjustable terminal. The potential at the third terminal can be adjusted to give any fraction of the potential across the ends of the resistor.













potentiometry

 
/pəˌten(t)SHēˈämətrē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the measurement of electrical potential as a technique in chemical analysis.








II.
 
derivatives





potentiometric

 
/pəˌtenCHēəˈmetrik /






adjective





















pothead

 
/ˈpätˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who smokes marijuana, especially habitually.













pother

 
/ˈpäT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 a commotion or fuss




•
 
don't make such a pother!

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





potherb

 
/ˈpätˌ(h)ərb/






noun




any herb grown for culinary use.













potholder

 
/ˈpätˌhōldər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a piece of quilted or thick fabric for handling hot dishes and pans.













pothole

 
/ˈpätˌhōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deep natural underground cavity formed by the erosion of rock, especially by the action of water.




2.
 
a deep circular hole in a riverbed formed by the erosion of the rock by the rotation of stones in an eddy.




3.
 
a depression or hollow in a road surface caused by wear or subsidence.




4.
 
(also 
pothole lake

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a pond in a natural hollow in the ground.








II.
 
derivatives





potholed

 
/ˈpätˌhōld /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Middle English 
pot

 ‘pit’ (perhaps of Scandinavian origin) + hole
 .





potholing

 
/ˈpätˌhōliNG/






noun






(Brit.)

 the exploring of natural potholes as a pastime.













pothook

 
/ˈpätho͝ok/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a hook used for hanging a pot over a hearth or for lifting a hot pot.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a curved stroke in handwriting, especially as made by children learning to write.













pothouse

 
/ˈpätˌhous/






noun






‹dated›

 a small tavern.













pothunter

 
/ˈpätˌhən(t)ər/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 a person who hunts solely to achieve a kill, rather than as a sport.




2.
 
a person who takes part in a contest merely for the sake of the prize.













potion

 
/ˈpōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a liquid with healing, magical, or poisonous properties




•
 
a healing potion.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
potio(n-)

 ‘(poisonous) drink,’ related to 
potare

 ‘to drink.’





Potiphar

 
/ˈpädəfər/






(in the Bible) an Egyptian officer whose wife tried to seduce Joseph and then falsely accused him of attempting to rape her.









potlatch

 
/ˈpätˌlaCH/





I.
 
noun




(among North American Indian peoples of the northwest coast) an opulent ceremonial feast at which possessions are given away or destroyed to display wealth or enhance prestige.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold a potlatch.











– origin

 Chinook Jargon 
páłač, pátłac̆

 , probably from Nootka.





pot likker






noun






‹informal›

 nonstandard spelling of pot liquor
 , used in the southern US.














pot liquor






noun






(chiefly US)

 liquid in which meat, fish, or vegetables have been boiled; stock.













potluck

 
/ˌpätˈlək/






noun



1.
 
used in reference to a situation in which one must take a chance that whatever is available will prove to be good or acceptable




•
 
he could 
take potluck

 in a town not noted for its hotels.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a meal or party to which each of the guests contributes a dish


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a potluck supper.



















Potok, Chaim

 
/ˈpōtäk/






(1929–2002), US writer, theologian, and rabbi; born 
Herman Harold Potok

 . His novels include 
The Chosen

 (1967), 
The Book of Lights

 (1981), and 
I Am the Clay

 (1992). He also wrote nonfiction and plays.









Potomac

 
/pəˈtōmək/






a river of the eastern US that rises in the Appalachian Mountains in West Virginia and flows about 285 miles (459 km) through Washington, DC into Chesapeake Bay.









potoo

 
/pəˈto͞o/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal, insectivorous bird resembling a large nightjar. Found in tropical America, it mimics a dead branch when alarmed.

[Genus 
Nyctibius

 and family 
Nyctibiidae

 : five species, in particular the 
common potoo

 (
N. griseus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Jamaican Creole, from Twi, of imitative origin.





potoroo

 
/ˌpōdəˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun




a small, nocturnal rat kangaroo with long hind limbs and typically a hopping gait, native to Australia and Tasmania.

[Genus 
Potorous

 , family 
Potoroidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably from Dharuk 
badaru

 .





Potosí

 
/ˌpôtôˈsē/






a city in southern Bolivia; pop. 153,328 (2009). At an altitude of about 13,758 feet (4,205 m), it is one of the highest cities in the world.









pot pie

 
/pät pī/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a meat and vegetable pie baked in a deep dish, often with a top crust only.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stew with dumplings.













potpourri

 
/ˌpōpəˈrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture of dried petals and spices placed in a bowl or small sack to perfume clothing or a room.




2.
 
a mixture of things, especially a musical or literary medley




•
 
he played 
a potpourri of

 tunes from Gilbert and Sullivan.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a stew made of different kinds of meat): from French, literally ‘rotten pot.’





potrero

 
/pəˈtrerˌō/





I.
 
noun




(in the southwestern US and South America) a paddock or pasture for horses or cattle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, from 
potro

 ‘colt, pony.’





pot roast

 
/ˈpät ˌrōst/





I.
 
noun




a piece of meat cooked slowly in a covered dish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (a piece of meat) slowly in a covered dish.













Potsdam

 
/ˈpätsdam/






a city in eastern Germany, the capital of Brandenburg state, southwest of Berlin, on the Havel River; pop. 148,800 (est. 2006).









Potsdam Conference






a meeting held in Potsdam in the summer of 1945 among US, Soviet, and British leaders that established principles for the Allied occupation of Germany following the end of World War II.










potsherd

 
/ˈpätˌSHərd/






noun




a broken piece of ceramic material, especially one found on an archaeological site.













potshot

 
/ˈpätˌSHät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shot aimed unexpectedly or at random at someone or something with no chance of self-defense




•
 
a sniper took a potshot at him.










2.
 
a criticism, especially a random or unfounded one




•
 
the show takes wickedly funny potshots at movies.










3.
 
a shot at a game bird or other animal purely to kill it for food, without regard to the rules of the sport.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally a 
shot

 at an animal intended for the 
pot

 , i.e., for food, rather than for display (which would require skilled shooting).





potsticker

 
/ˈpätˌstikər/






noun




a filled Chinese dumpling, typically crescent-shaped, especially one that is pan-fried until brown on one side, then turned and simmered in a small amount of broth.













potstill

 
/ˈpätstil/






noun




a still to which heat is applied directly and not by means of a steam jacket.














pottage

 
/ˈpädij/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 soup or stew.








II.
 
phrases





sell something for a mess of pottage






sell something for a ridiculously small amount.

[with biblical allusion to the story of Esau, who sold his birthright for some bread and pottage of lentils (Gen. 25:31).]















– origin

 Middle English (as 
potage

 ): from Old French 
potage

 ‘that which is put into a pot.’ Compare with potage
 and porridge
 .





potted

 
/ˈpädəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a plant) planted or grown in a flowerpot and usually kept indoors




•
 
an array of exotic potted palms.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of food, especially meat or fish) preserved in a sealed pot or jar




•
 
potted smoked trout.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a literary work or descriptive account) put into a short and easily assimilable form




•
 
a potted history of the band's career.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intoxicated by drink or drugs, especially marijuana




•
 
a party where everybody was pretty much potted.




















potter1


 
/ˈpädər/





I.
 
verb




British term for putter
 3
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: (in the sense ‘poke repeatedly’): frequentative of dialect 
pote

 ‘to push, kick, or poke’ of unknown origin.





potter2


 
/ˈpädər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes pottery.











– origin

 late Old English 
pottere

 (see pot
 1
 , -er
 1
 ).





Potter, Beatrix

 
/ˈpätər/






(1866–1943), English writer for children; full name 
Helen Beatrix Potter

 . She is known for her series of animal stories, illustrated with her own delicate watercolors, which began with 
The Tale of Peter Rabbit

 (first published privately in 1900).









potter's field

 
/ˈpädərz ˌfēld/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a burial place for paupers and strangers.











– origin

 with biblical allusion to Matt. 27:7.





potter's wheel

 
/ˈpädərz ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a horizontal revolving disk on which wet clay is shaped into pots or other round ceramic objects.













potter wasp






noun




a solitary wasp that builds a flask-shaped nest of mud into which it seals an egg and a supply of food for the larva.

[Genus 
Eumenes

 , family 
Eumenidae

 : many species.]













pottery

 
/ˈpädərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pots, dishes, and other articles made of earthenware or baked clay. Pottery can be broadly divided into earthenware, porcelain, and stoneware.




2.
 
the craft or profession of making pottery




•
 
courses include drawing, painting, and pottery.










3.
 
a factory or workshop where pottery is made.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poterie

 , from 
potier

 ‘a potter.’





potting shed

 
/ˈpädiNG ˌSHed/






noun




a shed that is used for potting plants and in which plants and garden tools and supplies are stored.













potting soil






noun




a mixture of loam, peat, sand, and nutrients, used as a growing medium for plants in containers.













pottle

 
/ˈpädl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a measure for liquids equal to a half gallon.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a pot or container holding this.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
potel

 ‘little pot,’ diminutive of 
pot

 .





potto

 
/ˈpädō /

 
potto gibbon





I.
 
noun




a small, slow-moving, nocturnal primate with a short tail, living in dense vegetation in the tropical forests of Africa.

[
Perodicticus potto

 , family 
Lorisidae

 , suborder 
Prosimii

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps from Guinea dialect.





Pottstown

 
/ˈpätstoun/






an industrial borough in southeastern Pennsylvania, on the Schuylkill River, northwest of Philadelphia; pop. 21,288 (est. 2008).









potty1


 
/ˈpädē/






noun



1.
 
a bowl used by small children as a toilet.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a toilet.













potty2


 
/ˈpädē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 foolish; crazy




•
 
he felt she really had 
gone potty

 .










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 extremely enthusiastic about or fond of someone or something




•
 
I'm 
potty about

 my two sons.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 insignificant or feeble




•
 
that 
potty little

 mower.














II.
 
derivatives





pottiness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





potty-mouthed





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 using or characterized by bad language




•
 
a potty-mouthed rapper.














II.
 
derivatives





potty mouth






noun





















potty-train

 
/ˈpädē trān/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
train (a small child) to use a potty.













POTUS

 
/ˈpōdəs/






abbreviation




President of the United States.













pot-valiant

 
/ˈpätˌvalyənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a person) courageous as a result of being drunk.








II.
 
derivatives





pot-valor

 
/ˈpätˌvalər /






noun






















pouch

 
/pouCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bag or other flexible receptacle, typically carried in a pocket or attached to a belt




•
 
a tobacco pouch




•
 
webbing with pouches for stun grenades.










2.
 
a lockable bag for mail or dispatches.




3.
 
a pocketlike abdominal receptacle in which marsupials carry their young during lactation.




4.
 
any of a number of animal receptacles similar to a pouch, such as those in the cheeks of rodents.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put into a pouch




•
 
he stopped, pouched his tickets, and plodded on.










2.
 
make (part of a garment) hang like a pouch




•
 
the muslin is lightly pouched over the belt.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pouched

 
/pouCHt /






adjective













2.
 
pouchy

 
/ˈpouCHē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old Northern French 
pouche

 , variant of Old French 
poche

 ‘bag.’ Compare with poke
 2
 .





pouchong

 
/ˈpo͞oˌCHôNG, ˈpo͞oˌCHäNG/





I.
 
noun




a kind of China tea made by fermenting the withered leaves only briefly, typically scented with rose petals.











– origin

 Chinese.





pouf1


 
/po͞of/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of poof
 2
 , pouffe
 .








II.
 
exclamation




variant spelling of poof
 1
 .













pouf2


 
/po͞of/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dress or part of a dress in which a large mass of material has been gathered so that it stands away from the body


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dress with a pouf skirt.










2.
 
a bouffant hairstyle




•
 
he grew his hair out in a sort of pouf.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.(in the sense ‘an elaborate female headdress’) : from French, of imitative origin.






pouffe

 
/po͞of /

 
pouf





I.
 
noun




a cushioned footstool or low seat with no back.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
pouf

 , of imitative origin.





Poughkeepsie

 
/pəˈkipsē/






an industrial city in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River, home of Vassar College; pop. 29,654 (est. 2008).









poui

 
/ˈpo͞oē/





I.
 
noun




a Caribbean and tropical American tree with trumpet-shaped flowers, grown as an ornamental and valued for its timber.

[Genus 
Tabebuia

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: a local word in Trinidad.





Pouilly-Fuissé

 
/po͞oˌyē fwēˈsā/






noun




a dry white Chardonnay wine from Burgundy.













Poulenc, Francis

 
/po͞oˈleNGk/






(1899–1963), French composer; full name 
Francis Jean Marcel Poulenc

 . A member of Les Six, his work is characterized by lyricism as well as by the use of idioms of popular music such as jazz.









poult1


 
/pōlt/





I.
 
noun






[Farming]

 a young domestic chicken, turkey, pheasant, or other fowl being raised for food.











– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of pullet
 .





poult2


 
/po͞olt /

 
poult-de-soie





I.
 
noun




a fine corded silk or taffeta, typically colored and used as a dress fabric.











– origin

 1930s: from French 
poult-de-soie

 , from 
poult

 (of unknown origin) + 
de soie

 ‘of silk.’





poulterer

 
/ˈpōltərər/





I.
 
noun




a dealer in poultry and, typically, game.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from archaic 
poulter

 , in the same sense, from Old French 
pouletier

 .






poultice

 
/ˈpōltəs/





I.
 
noun




a soft, moist mass of material, typically of plant material or flour, applied to the body to relieve soreness and inflammation and kept in place with a cloth.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a poultice to




•
 
he poulticed the wound.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pultes

 (plural), from 
puls

 , 
pult-

 ‘porridge, pap.’





poultry

 
/ˈpōltrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
domestic fowl, such as chickens, turkeys, ducks, and geese.




2.
 
the flesh of chickens and other domestic fowl as food




•
 
I haven't eaten red meat for 19 years and poultry for 12 years




•
 
raw or cooked meat and poultry.




•
 
anyone handling raw poultry should wash their hands thoroughly.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pouletrie

 , from 
poulet

 ‘pullet.’






pounce1


 
/pouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal or bird of prey) spring or swoop suddenly so as to catch prey




•
 
the wolf 
pounced on

 the rat




•
 
she looked like a vulture waiting to pounce.










2.
 
(of a person) spring forward suddenly so as to attack or seize someone or something




•
 
the gang 
pounced on

 him and knocked him to the ground.










3.
 
notice and take swift and eager advantage of a mistake, remark, or sign of weakness




•
 
reporters who are just as eager to 
pounce on

 a gaffe as on a significant news story.














II.
 
noun




a sudden swoop or spring.








III.
 
derivatives





pouncer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a tool for stamping or punching): origin obscure, perhaps from puncheon
 1
 . A noun sense ‘claw, talon’ arose in the late 15th cent., which gave rise to the verb (late 17th cent).






pounce2


 
/pouns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine resinous powder formerly used to prevent ink from spreading on unglazed paper or to prepare parchment to receive writing.




2.
 
powdered charcoal or other fine powder dusted over a perforated pattern to transfer the design to the object beneath.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smooth down by rubbing with pounce or pumice.




2.
 
transfer (a design) by the use of pounce.








III.
 
derivatives





pouncer






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): from French 
poncer

 , based on Latin 
pumex

 ‘pumice.’





pouncet box

 
/ˈpounsət ˌbäks/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a small box with a perforated lid used for holding perfume.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps originally erroneously from 
pounced

 (= perforated) 
box

 .






pound1


 
/pound/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
lb

 )
 — a unit of weight in general use equal to 16 oz. avoirdupois (0.4536 kg).




2.
 
a unit of weight equal to 12 oz. troy (0.3732 kg) used for precious metals.




3.
 
(also 
pound sterling

 ) (
pl.

 pounds sterling)
 — the basic monetary unit of the UK, equal to 100 pence.




4.
 
another term for punt
 4
 .




5.
 
the basic monetary unit of several Middle Eastern countries, equal to 100 piastres.




6.
 
the former basic monetary unit of Cyprus, equal to 100 cents.








II.
 
phrases





one's pound of flesh






something that one is strictly or legally entitled to, but that it is ruthless or inhuman to demand.

[with allusion to Shakespeare's 
Merchant of Venice

 .]















– origin

 Old English 
pund

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
pond

 and German 
Pfund

 , from Latin 
(libra) pondo

 , denoting a Roman ‘(pound) weight’ of 12 ounces.






pound2


 
/pound/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike or hit heavily and repeatedly




•
 
Patrick pounded the couch with his fists




•
 
U.S. gunships pounded the capital




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
pounding on the door, she shouted at the top of her voice.










2.
 
crush or grind (something) into a powder or paste by beating it with an instrument such as a pestle




•
 
pound the cloves with salt and pepper until smooth.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — beat, throb, or vibrate with a strong regular rhythm




•
 
her heart was pounding.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk or run with heavy steps




•
 
I heard him pounding along the gangway.










5.
 


‹informal›

 defeat (an opponent) in a resounding way




•
 
the Yankees pounded the Red Sox 22–1.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
pound the beat






(of a police officer) patrol an assigned route or area.









2.
 
pound the pavement





a.
 
walk the streets in an effort to accomplish something




•
 
I will pound the pavement from city to city in order to explain the dangers.










b.
 
search diligently for something, typically for a job




•
 
although the country's current jobless rate is small, the number of people pounding the pavement has become a growing worry.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs





pound something out





a.
 
type something with heavy keystrokes




•
 
an old typewriter on which she pounded out her poems.










b.
 
produce music by striking an instrument heavily and repeatedly




•
 
the women pounded out a ringing tattoo on several oil drums.





















– origin

 Old English 
pūnian

 ; related to Dutch 
puin

 , Low German 
pün

 ‘rubble.’






pound3


 
/pound/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place where stray animals, especially dogs, may be officially taken and kept until claimed by their owners or otherwise disposed of.




2.
 
a place where illegally parked motor vehicles removed by the police are kept until their owners pay a fine in order to reclaim them.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a place of confinement; a trap or prison.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 shut (an animal) in a pound.











– origin

 late Middle English (earlier in compounds): of uncertain origin. Early use referred to an enclosure for the detention of stray or trespassing cattle.





Pound, Ezra

 
/pound/






(1885–1972), US poet and critic, resident in Europe 1908–45; full name 
Ezra Weston Loomis Pound

 . Initially associated with imagism, he later developed a highly eclectic poetic voice, establishing a reputation as a modernist poet. Notable works: 
Hugh Selwyn Mauberley

 (1920) and 
Cantos

 (series, 1917–70).









poundage

 
/ˈpoundij/






noun



1.
 
weight, especially when regarded as excessive




•
 
reduce excess poundage without risking overexertion.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a payment of a particular amount per pound sterling of the sum involved in a transaction.




3.
 
a percentage of the total earnings of a business, paid as wages.













poundal

 
/ˈpound(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of force equal to that required to give a mass of one pound an acceleration of one foot per second per second.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pound
 1
 + the suffix 
-al

 , perhaps suggested by quintal
 .





pound cake

 
/ˈpoun(d) ˌkāk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rich cake containing a pound, or equal weights, of each chief ingredient, typically flour, butter, and sugar.













pound coin






noun




a coin worth one British pound sterling.













pounder

 
/ˈpoundər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
a person or thing weighing a specified number of pounds




•
 
Sloan set a blue-shark record with a 184-pounder.










2.
 
a gun designed to fire a shell weighing a specified number of pounds.




3.
 
a person or thing that pounds something




•
 
he's direct, but not abrasive, not a desk-pounder.



















pounding

 
/ˈpoundiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
repeated and heavy striking or hitting of someone or something




•
 
the pounding of the surf on a sandy beach.










2.
 
rhythmical beating or throbbing




•
 
all she could hear was the pounding of her heart.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a resounding defeat




•
 
the victory was badly needed after a 16-7 pounding at the hands of Brooklyn.














II.
 
phrases





take (or get) a pounding






be repeatedly hit or attacked




•
 
the town took a hell of pounding from the Luftwaffe




•
 


‹figurative›

 technology stocks took a pounding in last week's sharp correction.























pound note






noun




a banknote worth one British pound sterling, now replaced by the pound coin in England and Wales.













pound sign

 
/ˈpound ˌsīn/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the sign #, representing a pound as a unit of weight or mass, or as represented on a telephone keypad or computer keyboard.




2.
 
the sign £, representing a British pound sterling.














pour

 
/pôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a liquid) flow rapidly in a steady stream




•
 
water poured off the roof




•
 


‹figurative›

 words poured from his mouth.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a liquid) to flow from a container in a steady stream by holding the container at an angle




•
 
she poured a little whiskey into a glass.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare and serve (a drink)




•
 
she 
poured out

 a cup of tea




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
Harry poured her a drink.










4.
 
(of rain) fall heavily




•
 
the storm clouds gathered and the rain 
poured down






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it's pouring rain.










5.
 
(of people or things) come or go in a steady stream and in large numbers




•
 
letters poured in.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
pour something into

 )
 — donate something, especially money, to (a particular enterprise or project) in large amounts




•
 
Belgium has been pouring money into the company.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
pour something out

 )
 — express one's feelings or thoughts in a full and unrestrained way




•
 
in his letters, Edward poured out his hopes.










8.
 
(
pour oneself into

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 dress oneself in (a tight-fitting piece of clothing)




•
 
I poured myself into a short Lycra skirt.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
when it rains it pours








‹proverb›

 misfortunes or difficult situations tend to follow each other in rapid succession or to arrive all at the same time.









2.
 
pour cold water on






see cold
 .









3.
 
pour it on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 progress or work quickly or with all one's energy.









4.
 
pour oil on troubled waters






try to settle a disagreement or dispute with words intended to placate or pacify those involved.









5.
 
pour scorn on






see scorn
 .












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pourable






adjective













2.
 
pourer

 
/ˈpôrər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 On the confusion of 
pour

 and 
pore

 , see usage at pore
 2
 .





pourboire

 
/po͝orˈbwär/





I.
 
noun




a gratuity; a tip.











– origin

 French, from 
pour boire

 , literally ‘(money) for drinking.’





pouring rights






plural noun




the exclusive rights of a beverage maker or distributor to have its products sold at a particular venue, event, or institution.




•
 
the fiercest competition is between Coke and Pepsi over pouring rights to sell on campus.



















pousse-café

 
/ˌpo͞os kaˈfā/





I.
 
noun




a glass of various liqueurs or cordials poured in successive layers, drunk immediately after coffee.











– origin

 from French, literally ‘pushes (the) coffee.’





poussin

 
/po͝oˈsan/





I.
 
noun




a chicken killed young for eating.











– origin

 French.





Poussin, Nicolas

 
/po͝oˈsen, -ˈsaN/






(1594–1665), French painter. Regarded as the chief representative of French classicism and a master of the grand manner, his subject matter included biblical scenes, classical mythology, and historical landscapes.










pout1


 
/pout/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
push one's lips or one's bottom lip forward as an expression of petulant annoyance or in order to make oneself look sexually attractive




•
 
she lounged on the steps, pouting




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he shrugged and pouted his lips.










2.
 
(of a person's lips) be pushed forward




•
 
her lips pouted provocatively.














II.
 
noun




a pouting expression




•
 
his lower lip protruded in a sulky pout.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
poutingly

 
/ˈpoudiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
pouty






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): perhaps from the base of Swedish dialect 
puta

 ‘be inflated.’ Compare with pout
 2
 .






pout2


 
/pout/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for eelpout
 .











– origin

 Old English 
pūta

 (only in 
ǣlepūta

 ‘eelpout’); related to Dutch 
puit

 ‘frog, chub,’ 
puitaal

 ‘eelpout,’ and perhaps to pout
 1
 .





pouter

 
/ˈpoudər/






noun




a kind of pigeon able to inflate its crop considerably.













poutine

 
/po͞oˈtēn/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a dish of French fries topped with cheese curds and gravy.











– origin

 1980s: Canadian French, either from French 
pouding

 ‘pudding’ or directly from pudding
 .





POV






abbreviation




point of view.













poverty

 
/ˈpävərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being extremely poor




•
 
thousands of families are living in abject poverty.










2.
 
the state of being inferior in quality or insufficient in amount




•
 
the poverty of her imagination.










3.
 
the renunciation of the right to individual ownership of property as part of a religious vow.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poverte

 , from Latin 
paupertas

 , from 
pauper

 ‘poor.’





poverty line

 
/ˈpävərdē līn/






noun




the estimated minimum level of income needed to secure the necessities of life.













poverty-stricken

 
/ˈpävərdē ˌstrikən/






adjective




extremely poor




•
 
thousands of poverty-stricken people.



















povidone-iodine

 
/ˌpōvədōnˈīədīn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a brown powder used as an antiseptic for external application, consisting of a complex of polyvinylpyrrolidone and iodine.











– origin

 1950s: 
povidone

 , contraction of polyvinylpyrrolidone
 .





pow1


 
/pou/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing the sound of a blow or explosion




•
 
Pow! Bombs went off on six beaches at once.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): imitative.





pow2


 
/pou/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Skiing)

 short for powder
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun):




•
 
skiing through fresh pow in really cold conditions is my favorite time on the mountain.



















POW

 
/ˌpēōˈdəblyo͞o/






abbreviation




prisoner of war.













powder

 
/ˈpoudər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine dry particles produced by the grinding, crushing, or disintegration of a solid substance




•
 
when the powder is mixed with water, it becomes a creamy white paste




•
 
cocoa powder




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
crush the poppy seeds to a powder.










2.
 
(also 
face powder

 )
 — a cosmetic in the form of powder, applied to a person's face with a brush or soft pad.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a medicine or drug in the form of powder, usually designed to be dissolved in a liquid.




4.
 
short for gunpowder
 (
sense

 1).




5.
 
(also 
powder snow

 )
 — light, dry, newly fallen snow




•
 
in Aspen, blue skies and good powder drew in record numbers




•
 
the promise of fresh powder snow brought more than 1300 excited guests to the mountain




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
powder skiing.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply powder to (the face or body)




•
 
she powdered her face and put on a dab of perfume.










2.
 
sprinkle or cover (a surface) with powder or a powdery substance




•
 
broken glass powdered the floor




•
 


‹figurative›

 high cheekbones powdered with freckles.










3.
 
reduce (a substance) to a powder by drying or crushing it




•
 
then the rose petals are dried and powdered.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep one's powder dry






remain cautious and ready for a possible emergency.









2.
 
take a powder








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 depart quickly, especially in order to avoid a difficult situation.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poudre

 , from Latin 
pulvis

 , 
pulver-

 ‘dust.’





powder blue

 
/ˌpoudər ˈblo͞o/






noun




a soft, pale blue


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a powder-blue jumpsuit.



















powder-coat

 
/ˈpoudərˌkōt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (an object) with a polyester or epoxy powder, which is then heated to fuse into a protective layer.













powdered

 
/ˈpoudərd/






adjective




in the form of powder




•
 
powdered milk.



















powdered sugar






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for confectioners sugar
 .














powder flask

 
/ˈpoudər ˌflask/






noun






‹historical›

 a small container with a nozzle for carrying and dispensing gunpowder.













powder horn

 
/ˈpoudər hôrn/






noun






‹historical›

 the horn of an ox, cow, or similar animal used to hold gunpowder, with the wide end filled in and a nozzle at the pointed end.













powder hound






noun






‹informal›

 a person who enjoys skiing on powder snow.













powder keg

 
/ˈpoudər ˌkeɡ/






noun



1.
 
a barrel of gunpowder.




2.
 
a dangerous or volatile situation




•
 
the place had been a powder keg since the uprising.



















powderlike

 
/ˈpoudərˌlīk/






adjective




resembling or characteristic of powder in texture




•
 
a powderlike substance, suspected to be cocaine.



















Powderly, Terence Vincent

 
/ˈpoudərlē/






(1849–1924), US labor leader. Although he was the mayor of Scranton, Pennsylvania, 1878–84, he also headed the Knights of Labor 1879–93 and was largely responsible for the first Chinese Exclusion Act 1882 and the Contract Labor Act 1885.









powder metallurgy






noun




the production and working of metals as fine powders that can be pressed and sintered to form objects.













powder monkey

 
/ˈpoudər ˌməNGkē/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a boy employed on a sailing warship to carry powder to the guns.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who works with explosives.













powder-post beetle






noun




a small brown beetle whose wood-boring larvae reduce wood to a very fine powder.

[Family 
Lyctidae

 : several genera.]













powder puff

 
/ˈpoudər ˌpəf /

 
powderpuff





I.
 
noun




a soft pad for applying powder to the skin, especially the face.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of sports) played by women or girls only




•
 
a fifth grade powder-puff football game.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or thing) ineffectual




•
 
a powder-puff hitter.



















Powder River






a river that flows for 485 miles (780 km) from northeastern Wyoming into southern Montana to join the Yellowstone River.









powder room






noun



1.
 


‹euphemistic›

 a women's bathroom in a public building.




2.
 


‹euphemistic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 (in a private home) a bathroom, especially one which does not have a bathtub or shower and is intended for use by guests




•
 
functionally, a powder room needs only a toilet, a sink, and minimal storage for hand towels.



















powdery

 
/ˈpoudərē/






adjective



1.
 
consisting of or resembling powder




•
 
powdery snow.










2.
 
covered with powder




•
 
her pale powdery cheeks.



















powdery mildew






noun




mildew on a plant that is marked by a white floury covering consisting of conidia.

Compare with downy mildew
 . [Family 
Erysiphaceae

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]













Powell, Adam Clayton

 
/ˈpouəl/






Jr. (1908–72), US clergyman and politician. A Democrat, he was a member of the US House of Representatives from New York 1945–67, 1969–71 and wrote over 60 pieces of social legislation.









Powell, Anthony

 
/ˈpōəl/






(1905–2000), English novelist; full name 
Anthony Dymoke Powell

 . He is best known for his sequence of 12 novels 
A Dance to the Music of Time

 (1951–75), a satire about the English upper middle classes between World War I and World War II.









Powell, Colin

 
/ˈpouəl/






(1937–), US army officer and statesman; full name 
Colin Luther Powell

 . Decorated for heroism in Vietnam, he later held a series of command posts and became a White House assistant for national security affairs 1987–89. The first black American to become chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 1989–93, he was commander in chief of the 1990–91 US military operations (Desert Shield and Desert Storm) against Iraq. He served as US secretary of state during President George W. Bush's first term (2001–05).









Powell, John Wesley

 
/ˈpouəl/






(1834–1902), US geologist and writer. He directed the US Geological Survey 1881–94. He also directed the Smithsonian Institution's Bureau of American Ethnology 1879–1902. He wrote 
Report on the Lands of the Arid Region of the United States

 (1878).









Powell, Lake

 
/ˈpouəl/






a reservoir on the Colorado River in southern Utah, formed since the 1960s by the Glen Canyon Dam. The lake inundated Glen Canyon.









Powell, Lewis Franklin

 
/ˈpouəl/






Jr. (1907–98), US Supreme Court associate justice 1972–87. Considered a moderate, he was appointed to the Court by President Nixon.









power

 
/ˈpou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to do something or act in a particular way, especially as a faculty or quality




•
 


the power of

 speech




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the power to raise the dead




•
 (
powers

 )
 
his 
powers of

 concentration.










2.
 
the capacity or ability to direct or influence the behavior of others or the course of events




•
 
the idea that men should have power over women




•
 
she had me under her power.










3.
 
political or social authority or control, especially that exercised by a government




•
 
the party had been in power for eight years




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a power struggle.










4.
 
a right or authority that is given or delegated to a person or body




•
 
police do not have the power to stop and search




•
 
emergency powers.










5.
 
the military strength of a state




•
 
the sea power of Venice.










6.
 
a state or country, especially one viewed in terms of its international influence and military strength




•
 
a great colonial power.










7.
 
a person or organization that is strong or influential within a particular context




•
 
he was a power in the university.










8.
 
a supernatural being, deity, or force




•
 
the powers of darkness.










9.
 
(
powers

 )
 — (in traditional Christian angelology) the sixth highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.




10.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting something associated with people who hold authority and influence, especially in the context of business or politics




•
 
a red power tie.










11.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — used in the names of movements aiming to enhance the status of a specified group




•
 
gay power.










12.
 
physical strength and force exerted by something or someone




•
 
the power of the storm.










13.
 
capacity or performance of an engine or other device




•
 
he applied full power.










14.
 
the capacity of something to affect the emotions or intellect strongly




•
 
the lyrical power of his prose.










15.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a sports player, team, or style of play that makes use of power rather than finesse




•
 
a power pitcher.










16.
 
the magnifying capacity of a lens.




17.
 
energy that is produced by mechanical, electrical, or other means and used to operate a device




•
 
generating power from waste




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
power cables.










18.
 
electrical energy supplied to an area, building, etc.




•
 
the power went off.










19.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — driven by electrical energy




•
 
a power drill.










20.
 


[Physics]

 the time-rate of doing work, measured in watts or less frequently horsepower.




21.
 


[Mathematics]

 the number of times a certain number is to be multiplied by itself




•
 
2 
to the power of

 4 equals 16.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — supply (a device) with mechanical or electrical energy




•
 
the car is powered by a fuel-injected 3.0-liter engine




•
 (
-powered

 )
 
a nuclear-powered submarine.










2.
 
(
power something up/down

 )
 — switch a device on or off




•
 
the officer powered up the fighter's radar.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or travel with great speed or force




•
 
they powered past the dock toward the mouth of the creek.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct (something, especially a ball) with great force




•
 
Nicholas powered a header into the net.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
do someone/something a power of good








‹informal›

 be very beneficial to someone or something.









2.
 
in the power of






under the control of




•
 
a church ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit.















3.
 
power behind the throne






a person or organization that exerts authority or influence without having formal status.









4.
 
the powers that be






the authorities.

[with biblical allusion to Rom. 13:1.]















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
poeir

 , from an alteration of Latin 
posse

 ‘be able.’





power-assisted

 
/ˌpou(ə)rəˈsistəd/






adjective




(especially of steering or brakes in a motor vehicle) using an inanimate source of power to assist manual operation.













power base

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌbās/






noun




a source of authority, influence, or support, especially in politics or negotiations




•
 
the party's power base was confined to one province.



















powerbeads

 
/ˈpou(ə)rˌbēdz/






noun




a bracelet or necklace of round beads made of semiprecious stones that are purported to enhance the spiritual well-being of the wearer.













power bloc

 
block






noun




an association of groups, especially nations, having a common interest and acting as a single political force.













powerboat

 
/ˈpou(ə)rˌbōt/






noun




a motorboat designed for racing or recreation.













power breakfast

 
//






noun




a working breakfast, especially one at which powerful politicians, executives, etc., hold important discussions.













powerbroker

 
/ˈpou(ə)rˌbrōkər /

 
power broker





I.
 
noun




a person who deliberately affects the distribution of political or economic power by exerting influence or by intrigue.








II.
 
derivatives





powerbrokering

 
powerbroking






noun, adjective





















power couple






noun




a couple consisting of two people who are each influential or successful in their own right




•
 
the world's biggest power couple finally got married.



















power dive

 
/ˈpou(ə)r dīv/





I.
 
noun




a steep dive of an aircraft with the engines providing thrust.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a power dive.













power-driven






adjective




operated or controlled by mechanical or electrical energy as distinct from manual labor




•
 
tractors and other power-driven machinery




•
 
a power-driven saw.



















power factor






noun




the ratio of the actual electrical power dissipated by an AC circuit to the product of the r.m.s. values of current and voltage. The difference between the two is caused by reactance in the circuit and represents power that does no useful work.













power forward






noun






[Basketball]

 a large forward who plays in the low post and typically has good rebounding skills.













powerful

 
/ˈpou(ə)rfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having great power or strength




•
 
a fast, powerful car




•
 
computers are now more compact and powerful.










2.
 
(of a person, organization, or country) having control and influence over people and events




•
 
the world's most powerful nation.










3.
 
having a strong effect on people's feelings or thoughts




•
 
his photomontages are powerful antiwar images.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly dialect›

 very




•
 
walking in this weather is powerful hot work.














III.
 
derivatives





powerfulness






noun





















powerfully

 
/ˈpou(ə)rf(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
with great power or strength




•
 
a tall, powerfully built man




•
 
his left-foot volley was powerfully struck.










2.
 
with control and influence over people and events




•
 
the mentor who had powerfully shaped his career




•
 
motivation and mental performance are powerfully influenced by diet.










3.
 
with a strong effect on people's feelings or thoughts




•
 
he spoke powerfully about the horrors of war




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a powerfully moving human drama.



















powerhead

 
/ˈpouərˌhed/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a powerful egomaniac




•
 
record-industry powerheads.










2.
 
any of various mechanical or electrical devices, including.




3.
 
a submersible pump for an aquarium that creates current within a tank.




4.
 
a vacuum-cleaner attachment that houses an independent motor that drives a carpet-beating rotating brush.

See also beater bar
 .




5.
 
the internal combustion engine of an outboard motor.




6.
 
the power unit of an automatic garage door opener.













powerhouse

 
/ˈpou(ə)rˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing of great energy, strength, or power.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(US)

 another term for power plant
 .













power-hungry






adjective



1.
 
having a strong desire for power




•
 
the power-hungry and evil dictator.










2.
 
(of a device) using or requiring a lot of electrical power




•
 
power-hungry processors.



















power law






noun






[Mathematics]

 a relationship between two quantities such that one is proportional to a fixed power of the other.













powerless

 
/ˈpou(ə)rləs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
without ability, influence, or power




•
 
troops were powerless to stop last night's shooting.














II.
 
derivatives





powerlessly

 
/ˈpourləslē /






adverb





















powerlessness

 
/ˈpourləsnəs/






noun




lack of ability, influence, or power




•
 
the feeling of powerlessness due to poverty




•
 
the minute I admitted powerlessness over my compulsion, I felt relief.



















powerlifting

 
/ˈpou(ə)rˌliftiNG/





I.
 
noun




a form of competitive weightlifting in which contestants attempt three types of lift in a set sequence.








II.
 
derivatives





powerlifter

 
/-tər /






noun





















power line

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌlīn/






noun




a cable carrying electrical power, especially one supported by pylons or poles.













power lunch






noun




a working lunch, especially one at which powerful politicians, executives, etc., hold important discussions.













power nap

 
//






noun




a short sleep taken during the working day in order to restore one's mental alertness.













power of attorney






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the authority to act for another person in specified or all legal or financial matters.




2.
 


[Law]

 a legal document giving power of attorney to someone.













power pack

 
/ˈpou(ə)r pak/






noun



1.
 
a self-contained and typically transportable unit that stores and supplies electrical power.




2.
 
a transformer for converting an alternating current to a direct current at a different (usually lower) voltage.














power plant

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌplant/






noun



1.
 
an installation where electrical power is generated for distribution.




2.
 
an engine or other apparatus that provides power for a machine, building, etc.













power play

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌplā/






noun



1.
 
tactics exhibiting or intended to increase a person's power or influence




•
 
the sexual power play of their relationship




•
 
the petty power plays of showbiz.










2.
 
offensive tactics in a team sport involving the concentration of players at a particular point.




3.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 a situation in which a team has a numerical advantage over its opponents while one or more players is serving a penalty, characterized by an emphasis on offensive play




•
 
moments later Pavelski scored on a rebound during the power play




•
 
the Blackhawks were 
on the power play

 for almost four minutes in overtime but couldn't get the winning goal.







Compare penalty kill
 .













PowerPoint

 
/ˈpouərˌpoint/






noun






‹trademark›

 a software package designed to create electronic presentations consisting of a series of separate pages or slides.













power pole






noun




a pole, mast, or tower that carries electric wires.













power politics

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˈpäləˌtiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
political action by a person or group that makes use of or is intended to increase their power or influence.













power pop






noun




a style of pop music characterized by a strong melody line, heavy use of guitars, and simple rhythm.













power rating






noun



1.
 
the amount of electrical power required for a particular device




•
 
a continuous power rating of 150 watts.










2.
 
a numerical representation of a sports team's strength for betting purposes




•
 
a 99 power rating and a home field edge of four points.



















power series






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 an infinite series of the form Σ
a

 

n


 
x

 

n


 (where 
n

 is a positive integer).




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a generalization of a power series for more than one variable.













power-sharing

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌSHeriNG/






noun




a policy agreed between political parties or within a coalition to share responsibility for decision-making and political action.













power shovel






noun




a mechanical excavator.













power slide






noun




a deliberate controlled skid in a vehicle, usually done in order to turn corners at high speed.













power spectrum





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the distribution of the energy of a waveform among its different frequency components.








II.
 
derivatives





power spectral






adjective





















power station

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌstāSHən/






noun




another term for power plant
 .













power steering

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˈsti(ə)riNG/






noun




power-assisted steering.













power stroke






noun




the stage of the cycle of an internal combustion engine in which the piston is driven outward by the expansion of gases.













power structure






noun



1.
 
the hierarchy that encompasses the most powerful people in an organization




•
 
inside the power structure of the American Catholic Church.










2.
 
the people in a power structure




•
 
there are certain natural leaders of the underclasses, and the power structure interprets what they do as a crime.



















power struggle






noun




a situation in which two or more people or groups compete for control in a particular sphere




•
 
he gets caught up in a bloody power struggle between two crime families




•
 
a bitter power struggle ensued which would sow the seeds of the regime's eventual downfall.



















power takeoff






noun




a device that transfers mechanical power from an engine to another piece of equipment, especially on a tractor or similar vehicle.













power train






noun



1.
 
the mechanism that transmits the drive from the engine of a vehicle to its axle.




2.
 
the power train, the engine, and the axle considered collectively.













power trip






noun




a self-aggrandizing quest for ever-increasing control over others.













power-up

 
/ˈpou(ə)r əp/






noun



1.
 
the action of switching on an electrical device, especially a computer.




2.
 
(in a computer game) a bonus that a player can collect and that gives their character an advantage, such as more strength or firepower.













power user

 
/ˈpou(ə)r ˌyo͞ozər/






noun



1.
 
a consumer of electrical power.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a user who needs products having the most features and the fastest performance.













power walking






noun




a form of cardiopulmonary exercise consisting of fast walking with exaggerated swinging of the arms.













Powhatan1


 
/ˌpou-əˈtan, pouˈhatn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of eastern Virginia.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Powhatan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Powhatan or their language.











– origin

 from the chief nicknamed 
Powhatan

 , referring to his residence at the falls of the James River, from Virginia Algonquian 
pawatan

 ‘river falls.’





Powhatan2


 
/ˈpouəˌtan/






(c.1550–1618), Algonquian Indian chief; Indian name 
Wahunsonacock

 . He was the leader of the Powhatan Confederacy, an alliance of about 30 tribes that were located primarily in eastern Virginia. Often noted for his ruthlessness, he made peace with the colonists after his daughter Pocahontas married Englishman John Rolfe in 1614.









powwow

 
/ˈpouˌwou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American Indian ceremony involving feasting, singing, and dancing.




2.
 
a conference or meeting for discussion, especially among friends or colleagues.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hold a powwow; confer




•
 
news squads powwowed nervously.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Narragansett 
powáw

 ‘magician’ (literally ‘he dreams’).





Powys

 
/ˈpōəs/






a former Welsh kingdom. At its most powerful in the early 12th century, by 1284 it had been conquered by the English.










pox

 
/päks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of several viral diseases producing a rash of pimples that become pus-filled and leave pockmarks on healing.




2.
 
(
the pox

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 syphilis.




3.
 
(
the pox

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 smallpox.




4.
 
a plant disease that causes pocklike spots.








II.
 
phrases





a pox on








‹archaic›

 used to express anger or intense irritation with someone or something




•
 
a pox on both their houses!





















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of 
pocks

 , plural of pock
 .





poxvirus

 
/ˈpäksˌvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of large DNA viruses that cause smallpox and similar infectious diseases in vertebrates.














Poznań

 
/ˈpōznan, ˈpôzˌnänyə/






a city in northwestern Poland; pop. 564,035 (2007). It was overrun by the Germans in 1939 and was severely damaged during World War II.

German name Posen
 .










Pozsony

 
/ˈpôˌZHônyə/






Hungarian name for Bratislava
 .









pozzolana

 
/ˌpätsəˈlänə/





I.
 
noun




a type of volcanic ash used for mortar or for cement that sets under water.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, from 
pozz(u)olana

 ‘(earth) of 
Pozzuoli

 ,’ a town near Naples.





pp

 
/ˌpēˈpē/






abbreviation



1.
 
pages




•
 
pp 71—73.










2.
 
parcel post.




3.
 
past participle.




4.
 
per person.




5.
 
per procurationem (used when signing a letter on someone else's behalf).

[Latin.]




6.
 


[Music]

 pianissimo.




7.
 
postpaid.




8.
 
privately printed.













PPA






abbreviation




phenylpropanolamine.













p.p.a.






abbreviation




per power of attorney.













ppb

 
p.p.b.






abbreviation



1.
 
(in publishing) paper, printing, and binding.




2.
 
parts per billion.













PPC






abbreviation




pay-per-click.













ppd.






abbreviation



1.
 
postpaid.




2.
 
prepaid.













pph.






abbreviation




pamphlet.













ppi






abbreviation






[Computing]

 pixels per inch, a measure of the resolution of display screens, scanners, and printers.













PPI

 
/pēːpēːˈī/






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 payment protection insurance, a form of insurance intended to cover loan or credit card repayments in the event of loss of income due to illness, unemployment, etc.













ppl

 
pple






abbreviation






‹informal›

 people.













PPLO






abbreviation




pleuropneumonia-like organism.













ppm






abbreviation



1.
 
part(s) per million




•
 
water containing 1 ppm fluoride.










2.
 


[Computing]

 page(s) per minute, a measure of the speed of printers.













PPO






abbreviation




preferred-provider organization.













PPP






abbreviation



1.
 
Pakistan People's Party.




2.
 
(in computing) point to point protocol, which allows data conforming to the Internet protocol IP to be handled on a serial line.




3.
 
purchasing power parity (a way of measuring what an amount of money will buy in different countries).













PPS






abbreviation




additional postscript




•
 
PS Those photos are awful! PPS Can I have your other address?



















ppt






abbreviation






[Chemistry]

 precipitate.













pptn.






abbreviation




precipitation.














PPV






abbreviation




pay-per-view, a system in which television viewers are charged for the length of time that they watch programs.













PQ






abbreviation



1.
 
Parti Québécois.




2.
 
Province of Quebec.













p.q.






abbreviation




previous question.













pr






abbreviation



1.
 
pair




•
 
patterned gloves, $17.95/pr.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 per




•
 
$6 pr day.



















Pr





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
preferred (stock).




2.
 
Priest.




3.
 
Prince.




4.
 
Provençal.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element praseodymium.













PR

 
/ˌpē ˈär/






abbreviation



1.
 
parliamentary report.




2.
 
press release.




3.
 
prize ring.




4.
 
proportional representation.




5.
 
public relations.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 Puerto Rico.













PRA






abbreviation




progressive retinal atrophy (a disease afflicting dogs).













practicability

 
/ˌpraktikəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being practicable; viability




•
 
the practicability of his ideas has nothing to do with their truth.



















practicable

 
/ˈpraktəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be done or put into practice successfully




•
 
the measures will be put into effect as soon as is reasonably practicable.










2.
 
able to be used; useful




•
 
signal processing can let you transform a signal into a practicable form.














II.
 
derivatives





practicably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
praticable

 , from 
pratiquer

 ‘put into practice.’






practical

 
/ˈpraktək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerned with the actual doing or use of something rather than with theory and ideas




•
 
there are two obvious practical applications of the research.










2.
 
(of an idea, plan, or method) likely to succeed or be effective in real circumstances; feasible




•
 
neither of these strategies is practical for smaller businesses.










3.
 
suitable for a particular purpose




•
 
a practical, stylish kitchen.










4.
 
(of a person) sensible and realistic in their approach to a situation or problem




•
 
I'm not unfeeling, just trying to be practical.










5.
 
(of a person) skilled at manual tasks




•
 
Steve'll fix it—he's quite practical.










6.
 
so nearly the case that it can be regarded as so; virtual




•
 
it was a practical certainty that he would try to raise more money.














II.
 
phrases





for all practical purposes






virtually, or essentially




•
 
Zimmerman had become, for all practical purposes, an arms smuggler.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from archaic 
practic

 ‘practical’ (from Old French 
practique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
praktikos

 ‘concerned with action,’ from 
prattein

 ‘do, act’) + -al
 .





practicality

 
/ˌpraktəˈkalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being practical




•
 
there are still major doubts about the practicality of the proposal.










2.
 
(
practicalities

 )
 — the aspects of a situation that involve the actual doing or experience of something rather than theories or ideas




•
 
the practicalities of living at sea.



















practical joke

 
/ˈpraktəkəl jōk/





I.
 
noun




a trick played on someone in order to make them look foolish and to amuse others.








II.
 
derivatives





practical joker






noun





















practically

 
/ˈpraktək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
virtually; almost




•
 
the risk of default was practically zero




•
 
the place was practically empty.










2.
 
in a practical manner.




3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in practical terms




•
 
the law isn't unreasonable or practically inconvenient.




















practical nurse

 
/ˈpraktəkəl nərs/






noun




a nurse who has completed a training course of a lower standard than a registered nurse, especially one who is licensed by the state to perform certain duties (a 
licensed practical nurse

 ).













practice

 
/ˈpraktəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the actual application or use of an idea, belief, or method as opposed to theories about such application or use




•
 
the principles and practice of teaching




•
 
he 
put

 his self-defense training 
into practice

 by helping police arrest the armed robber.










2.
 
the customary, habitual, or expected procedure of something




•
 
current nursing practice




•
 
modern child-rearing practices.










3.
 
the carrying out or exercise of a profession, especially that of a doctor or lawyer




•
 
he abandoned medical practice for the Church.










4.
 
the business or premises of a doctor or lawyer




•
 
Dr. Weiss has a practice in Essex.










5.
 
an established method of legal procedure.




6.
 
repeated exercise in or performance of an activity or skill so as to acquire or maintain proficiency in it




•
 
it must have taken a lot of practice to become so fluent.










7.
 
a period of time spent doing this




•
 
daily choir practices.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform (an activity) or exercise (a skill) repeatedly or regularly in order to improve or maintain one's proficiency




•
 
I need to practice my French




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they were practicing for the Olympics.










2.
 
carry out or perform (a particular activity, method, or custom) habitually or regularly




•
 
we still practice some of these rituals today.










3.
 
actively pursue or be engaged in (a particular profession or occupation)




•
 
he began to practice law




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he practiced as an attorney




•
 (as 
adj.

 
practicing

 )
 
a practicing architect.










4.
 
observe the teaching and rules of (a particular religion)




•
 
they are free to practice their religion without fear of persecution




•
 (as 
adj.

 
practicing

 )
 
a practicing Roman Catholic.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 scheme or plot for an evil purpose




•
 
what a tangled web we weave when we first practice to deceive.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in practice





a.
 
in reality (used to refer to what actually happens as opposed to what is meant or believed to happen)




•
 
in theory this method is ideal—in practice it is unrealistic.










b.
 
currently proficient in a particular activity or skill as a result of repeated exercise or performance of it.









2.
 
out of practice






not currently proficient in a particular activity or skill due to not having exercised or performed it for some time




•
 
he was out of practice at interrogation.















3.
 
practice makes perfect






used to convey that regular exercise of an activity or skill is the way to become proficient in it, especially when encouraging someone to persist in it.









4.
 
practice what one preaches






do what one advises others to do.












IV.
 
derivatives





practicer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: the verb from Old French 
practiser

 or medieval Latin 
practizare

 , alteration of 
practicare

 ‘perform, carry out,’ from 
practica

 ‘practice,’ from Greek 
praktikē

 , feminine (used as a noun) of 
praktikos

 (see practical
 ); the noun from the verb in the earlier spelling 
practise

 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
advise

 , 
advice

 .





practiced

 
/ˈpraktəst /

 


‹Brit.›

 practised






adjective




expert, typically as the result of much experience




•
 
admiring the dress with a practiced eye




•
 
the waiter was 
practiced at

 disrupting moments of intimacy.




















practician

 
/prakˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who practices a profession or occupation, especially a practical one; a practitioner.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
practicien

 , from 
practique

 ‘practical’ (see practical
 ).





practicum

 
/ˈpraktəkəm/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a practical section of a course of study.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from late Latin, neuter of 
practicus

 ‘practical.’





practitioner

 
/prakˈtiSH(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun




a person actively engaged in an art, discipline, or profession, especially medicine




•
 
patients are treated by skilled practitioners.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: extension of obsolete 
practitian

 , variant of practician
 .





prae-





I.
 
prefix




(used esp. in words regarded as Latin or relating to Roman antiquity, e.g., 
praenomen

 ): equivalent to pre-
 .











– origin

 from Latin.





praecipe

 
/ˈpresəˌpē, ˈprē-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 an order requesting a writ or other legal document.




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a writ demanding action or an explanation of nonaction.











– origin

 Latin (the first word of the writ), imperative of 
praecipere

 ‘enjoin, command.’ See also precept
 .





praemunire

 
/ˌprēmyo͝oˈnīrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the offense of asserting or maintaining papal jurisdiction in England.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a writ charging a sheriff to summon a person accused of this offense.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, ‘forewarn,’ for Latin 
praemonere

 , from 
prae

 ‘beforehand’ + 
monere

 ‘warn.’ The term comes from 
praemunire facias

 ‘that you warn (a person to appear),’ part of the wording in the writ.






praenomen

 
/prēˈnōmən/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Roman's first or personal name, for example 
Marcus

 Tullius Cicero.

Compare with nomen
 , cognomen
 , agnomen
 .











– origin

 Latin, from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
nomen

 ‘name.’






Praesepe

 
/prīˈsēpē /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large open cluster of stars in the constellation Cancer; the Beehive.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘manger, hive.’





praetor

 
/ˈprēdər /

 
pretor





I.
 
noun






[Roman History]

 each of two ancient Roman magistrates ranking below consul.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
praetorial

 
/ˌprēˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
praetorship

 
/ˈprētərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 from Latin 
praetor

 , perhaps from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
it-

 ‘gone’ (from the verb 
ire

 ).





praetorian

 
/prēˈtôrēən /

 
pretorian





I.
 
adjective






[Roman History]

 of or having the powers of a praetor.








II.
 
noun




a man of praetorian rank.













praetorian guard

 
/prəˈtôrēən ɡärd/






noun






[Roman History]

 the bodyguard of the Roman emperor.














pragmatic

 
/praɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dealing with things sensibly and realistically in a way that is based on practical rather than theoretical considerations




•
 
a pragmatic approach to politics.










2.
 
relating to philosophical or political pragmatism.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 of or relating to pragmatics.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the senses ‘busy, interfering, conceited’): via Latin from Greek 
pragmatikos

 ‘relating to fact,’ from 
pragma

 ‘deed’ (from the stem of 
prattein

 ‘do’). The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





pragmatically

 
/praɡˈmadək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sensible and realistic way that is based on practical rather than theoretical considerations




•
 
they acted pragmatically in response to circumstances.










2.
 
in terms of philosophical or political pragmatism




•
 
the acceptance of an empirical belief might be pragmatically justified.



















pragmatics

 
/praɡˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics dealing with language in use and the contexts in which it is used, including such matters as deixis, taking turns in conversation, text organization, presupposition, and implicature.














pragmatic sanction





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an imperial or royal ordinance or decree that has the force of law.











– origin

 translating Law Latin 
pragmatica sanctio

 .





pragmatism

 
/ˈpraɡməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pragmatic attitude or policy




•
 
ideology was tempered with pragmatism.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 an approach that assesses the truth of meaning of theories or beliefs in terms of the success of their practical application.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pragma

 , 
pragmat-

 ‘deed’ (see pragmatic
 ) + -ism
 .





pragmatist

 
/ˈpraɡmədəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is guided more by practical considerations than by ideals




•
 
hardheaded pragmatists firmly rooted in the real world.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 an advocate of the approach that evaluates theories or beliefs in terms of the success of their practical application




•
 
American pragmatists have influenced a great deal of recent philosophy of many types




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the foundations of pragmatist philosophy.














II.
 
derivatives





pragmatistic

 
/ˌpraɡməˈtistik/






adjective






















Prague

 
/präɡ/






the capital of the Czech Republic, in the northeastern part of the country, on the Vltava River; pop. 1,196,454 (2007).

Czech name Praha
 .









Prague School






a group of linguists established in Prague in 1926 who developed distinctive-feature theory in phonology and communicative dynamism in language teaching. Leading members were Nikolai Trubetzkoy (1890–1938) and Roman Jakobson.









Prague Spring






a brief period of liberalization in Czechoslovakia, ending in August 1968, during which a program of political, economic, and cultural reform was initiated.










Praha

 
/ˈprähä/






Czech name for Prague
 .









Praia

 
/ˈprīə/






the capital of the Cape Verde Islands, a port on the island of São Tiago; pop. 126,000 (est. 2007).









Prairial

 
/prerˈyäl/





I.
 
noun




the ninth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from May 20 to June 18.











– origin

 French, from 
prairie

 ‘meadow.’






prairie

 
/ˈprerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large open area of grassland, especially in the Mississippi River valley.




2.
 
(
Prairie

 ) [often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a steam locomotive of 2-6-2 wheel arrangement.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Old French 
praerie

 , from Latin 
pratum

 ‘meadow.’





prairie chicken

 
/ˈprerē ˈCHikən /

 
prairie hen






noun




a large North American grouse found on the prairies, the male being noted for the display dance in which it inflates two orange neck pouches and makes a booming sound.

[Genus 
Tympanuchus

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 : two species, in particular the 
greater prairie chicken

 (
T. cupido

 ).]













prairie dog

 
/ˈprerē dôɡ/






noun




a gregarious ground squirrel that lives in interconnected burrows that may cover many acres. It is native to the grasslands of North America.

[Genus 
Cynomys

 , family 
Sciuridae

 : several species.]













prairie-dogging

 
prairie dogging






noun






‹informal›

 the practice of looking over the wall of an office cubicle to observe coworkers




•
 
stop prairie-dogging and get back to work.



















prairie oyster

 
/ˈprerē ˈoistər/






noun



1.
 
a drink made with a raw egg and seasoning, drunk as a cure for a hangover.




2.
 
(
prairie oysters

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the testicles of a calf cooked and served as food.














prairie schooner

 
/ˈprerē ˈsko͞onər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a covered wagon used by the 19th-century pioneers in crossing the North American prairies. The prairie schooner resembled the Conestoga wagon but was smaller.













Prairie State






a nickname for the state of Illinois
 .










prairie wolf

 
/ˈprerē wo͝olf/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for coyote
 .













prairie wool






noun






(Canadian)

 the natural grassy plant cover of prairie land.














praise

 
/prāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express warm approval or admiration of




•
 
we can't praise Chris enough—he did a brilliant job.










2.
 
express one's respect and gratitude toward (a deity), especially in song




•
 
we praise God for past blessings.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of approval or admiration for someone or something




•
 
the audience was full of praise for the whole production.










2.
 
the expression of respect and gratitude as an act of worship




•
 
give praise to God.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
praise be








‹archaic›

 used as an expression of relief, joy, or gratitude.









2.
 
sing the praises of






express enthusiastic approval or admiration of (someone or something)




•
 
Uncle Felix never stopped singing her praises.


















IV.
 
derivatives





praiseful

 
/-fəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘set a price on, attach value to’): from Old French 
preisier

 ‘to prize, praise,’ from late Latin 
pretiare

 , from Latin 
pretium

 ‘price.’ Compare with prize
 1
 .





praiseworthy

 
/ˈprāzˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




deserving approval and admiration




•
 
they displayed a praiseworthy sense of responsibility.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
praiseworthily

 
/-ˌwərT͟Həlē /






adverb













2.
 
praiseworthiness

 
/ˈprāzˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















prajna

 
/ˈpraZHnə/





I.
 
noun






[Buddhism]

 direct insight into the truth taught by the Buddha, as a faculty required to attain enlightenment.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
prajñā

 .





Prakrit

 
/ˈpräkrit/





I.
 
noun




any of the ancient or medieval vernacular dialects of northern and central India that existed alongside or were derived from Sanskrit.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
prākṛta

 ‘unrefined, natural.’ Compare with Sanskrit
 .





prakriti

 
/ˈpräkrədē/






noun




(in Vedanta) the prime material energy of which all matter is composed.













praline

 
/ˈprāˌlēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smooth, sweet substance made by boiling nuts in sugar and grinding the mixture, used especially as a filling for chocolates.




2.
 
a crisp or semicrisp candy typically consisting of butter, brown sugar, and pecans.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, named after Marshal de Plessis-
Praslin

 (1598–1675), the French soldier whose cook invented it.





pralltriller

 
/ˈprälˌtrilər/





I.
 
noun




a musical ornament consisting of one rapid alternation of the written note with the note immediately above it.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
prallen

 ‘rebound’ + 
Triller

 ‘a trill.’





pram1


 
/pram/





I.
 
noun




short for perambulator
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: contracted abbreviation of perambulator
 .





pram2


 
/präm pram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat-bottomed sailboat.




2.
 


(US)

 a small, flat-bottomed rowboat for fishing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
prame

 , Middle Low German 
prāme

 , perhaps from Czech 
prám

 ‘raft.’





prana

 
/ˈpränə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 breath, considered as a life-giving force.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





pranayama

 
/ˌpränəˈyämə/





I.
 
noun




(in Hindu yoga) the regulation of the breath through certain techniques and exercises.











– origin

 Sanskrit, from 
prāṇa

 ‘breath’ + 
āyāma

 ‘restraint.’





prance

 
/prans/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) move with high springy steps




•
 
the pony was prancing around the paddock.










2.
 
(of a person) walk or move around with ostentatious, exaggerated movements




•
 
she pranced around the lounge impersonating her favorite pop stars.














II.
 
noun




an act or instance of prancing.








III.
 
derivatives





prancer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): of unknown origin.





prandial

 
/ˈprandēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 during or relating to dinner or lunch.




2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 
[Medicine]

 during or relating to the eating of food.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
prandium

 ‘meal’ + -al
 .





Prandtl, Ludwig

 
/ˈpräntl/






(1875–1953), German physicist. He established the existence of the boundary layer and made important studies on streamlining.









prang

 
/praNG /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crash (a motor vehicle or aircraft).




2.
 


‹dated›

 bomb (a target) successfully from the air.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a crash involving a motor vehicle or aircraft.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a bombing raid.











– origin

 1940s: imitative.





prank

 
/praNGk/





I.
 
noun




a practical joke or mischievous act.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 play a trick or practical joke on (someone)




•
 
the individuals who were pranked thought they were auditioning to be a TV show host




•
 (as 
noun

 
pranking

 )
 
April Fool's Day is celebrated here but the pranking continues on May 1st.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prankish






adjective













2.
 
prankishness






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a wicked deed): of unknown origin.





prank call





I.
 
noun




a mischievous telephone call made to trick someone




•
 
someone made a prank call to the police




•
 
she received a prank call by a caller claiming to be Russia's president.














II.
 
derivatives





prank caller






noun





















prankster

 
/ˈpraNGkstər/






noun




a person fond of playing pranks.













prase

 
/prāz/





I.
 
noun




a translucent, greenish variety of chalcedony.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, via Latin from Greek 
prasios

 ‘leek-green,’ from 
prason

 ‘leek.’





praseodymium

 
/ˌprāzēōˈdimēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Pr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 59, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from German 
Praseodym

 , from Greek 
prasios

 ‘leek-green’ (because of its green salts) + German 
Didym

 ‘didymium.’





prat

 
/prat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 an incompetent, stupid, or foolish person; an idiot.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 1): of unknown origin. 
Sense

 2 dates from the 1960s.






prate

 
/prāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk foolishly or tediously about something.








II.
 
derivatives





prater

 
/ˈprādər /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
praten

 , probably of imitative origin.





pratfall

 
/ˈpratˌfôl/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a fall onto one's buttocks




•
 
he 
took a pratfall

 into the sand.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a stupid and humiliating action




•
 
the first political pratfalls of the new administration.



















pratincole

 
/ˈpratnkōl ˈpradiNGˌkōl/





I.
 
noun




a long-winged, fork-tailed, insectivorous bird related to the plovers, resembling a swallow in flight and typically living near water.

[Genus 
Glareola

 (and 
Stiltia

 ), family 
Glareolidae

 : several species, in particular 
G. pratincole

 of Africa and the Mediterranean.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pratincola

 , from Latin 
pratum

 ‘meadow’ + 
incola

 ‘inhabitant.’





pratique

 
/praˈtēk/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 permission granted to a ship to have dealings with a port, given after quarantine or on showing a clean bill of health.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘practice,’ via Italian from medieval Latin 
practica

 , feminine (used as a noun) of 
practicus

 ‘practical.’





Prato

 
/ˈprädō/






a city in northern Italy, northwest of Florence; pop. 185,091 (2008).









prattle

 
/ˈpradl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk at length in a foolish or inconsequential way




•
 
she began to 
prattle on

 about her visit to the dentist.














II.
 
noun




foolish or inconsequential talk




•
 
do you intend to keep up this childish prattle?














III.
 
derivatives





prattler

 
/ˈpradlər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle Low German 
pratelen

 , from 
praten

 (see prate
 ).





Pravda

 
/ˈprävdə/





I.
 
a Russian daily newspaper, founded in 1912 and from 1918 to 1991 the official organ of the Soviet Communist Party.







– origin

 Russian, literally ‘truth.’





prawn

 
/prôn/





I.
 
noun




a marine crustacean that resembles a large shrimp.

[
Leander

 and other genera, class 
Malacostraca

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





praxis

 
/ˈpraksəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 practice, as distinguished from theory




•
 
the gap between theory and praxis, text and world.










2.
 


‹formal›

 accepted practice or custom




•
 
patterns of Christian praxis in church and society.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek, literally ‘doing,’ from 
prattein

 ‘do.’





Praxiteles

 
/prakˈsidlˌēz/






(mid 4th century 
BC

 ), Athenian sculptor. Only one of his works, 
Hermes Carrying the Infant Dionysus

 , survives. He is also noted for a statue of Aphrodite, of which there are only Roman copies.









pray

 
/prā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
address a solemn request or expression of thanks to a deity or other object of worship




•
 
the whole family is praying for Michael




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
pray God this is true.










2.
 
wish or hope strongly for a particular outcome or situation




•
 
after several days of rain, we were praying for sun




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I prayed that James wouldn't notice.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 used as a preface to polite requests or instructions




•
 
pray continue.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 used as a way of adding ironic or sarcastic emphasis to a question




•
 
and what, pray, was the purpose of that?

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘ask earnestly’): from Old French 
preier

 , from late Latin 
precare

 , alteration of Latin 
precari

 ‘entreat.’





prayer

 
/prer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solemn request for help or expression of thanks addressed to God or an object of worship




•
 
I'll say a prayer for him




•
 
a commitment to a life of holiness through prayer and Bible-reading.










2.
 
(
prayers

 )
 — a religious service, especially a regular one, at which people gather in order to pray together




•
 
500 people were detained as they attended Friday prayers.










3.
 
an earnest hope or wish




•
 
it is our prayer that the current progress on human rights will be sustained.














II.
 
phrases





not have a prayer








‹informal›

 have no chance at all of succeeding at something




•
 
he doesn't have a prayer of toppling Tyson.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
preiere

 , based on Latin 
precarius

 ‘obtained by entreaty,’ from 
prex

 , 
prec-

 ‘prayer.’





prayer beads

 
/ˈprāər bēdz/






noun




a string of beads used in prayer, especially a rosary.













prayer book

 
/ˈpre(ə)r ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book containing the forms of prayer regularly used in Christian worship, especially the Book of Common Prayer.













prayer flag






noun




(especially in Tibetan Buddhism) a flag on which prayers are inscribed.













prayerful

 
/ˈprerfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or event) characterized by or expressive of prayer




•
 
prayerful self-examination.










2.
 
(of a person) given to praying; devout.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prayerfully






adverb













2.
 
prayerfulness






noun





















prayer meeting






noun




an informal religious gathering or service during which prayers are offered.













Prayer of Manasses

 
/ˌprer əv məˈnases/






a book of the Apocrypha consisting of a penitential prayer put into the mouth of Manasseh, king of Judah.









prayer plant






noun




a Brazilian plant with variegated leaves that are erect at night but lie flat during the day, grown as a houseplant.

[
Maranta leuconeura

 , family 
Marantaceae

 .]













prayer rug

 
/ˈprāər rəɡ/






noun




a small carpet used by Muslims for kneeling on when praying.













prayer shawl

 
/ˈprāər SHôl/






noun






[Judaism]

 another term for tallith
 .













prayer stick






noun




a stick decorated with feathers, used by various American Indian peoples in religious ceremonies.













prayer wheel

 
/ˈpre(ə)r ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a revolving cylinder inscribed with or containing prayers, a revolution of which symbolizes the repetition of a prayer, used by Tibetan Buddhists.













praziquantel

 
/ˌprāziˈkwan(t)l/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic anthelmintic drug used in the treatment of schistosomiasis and other infestations of humans and animals with parasitic trematodes or cestodes.











– origin

 1970s: from 
p(y)razi(ne)

 + 
-quantel

 (perhaps from elements of quinoline
 and anthelmintic
 ).





PRC






abbreviation




People's Republic of China.













pre

 
/pri/





I.
 
preposition




previous to; before




•
 
the tree was almost certainly planted pre 1700.

















– origin

 1960s: independent usage of pre-
 .






pre-

 
/prēː/





I.
 
prefix




before (in time, place, order, degree, or importance)




•
 
preadolescent




•
 
precaution




•
 
precede.

















– origin

 from Latin 
prae-

 .






preach

 
/prēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliver a sermon or religious address to an assembled group of people, typically in church




•
 
he preached to a large congregation




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
our pastor will preach the sermon.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — publicly proclaim or teach (a religious message or belief)




•
 
a church that preaches the good news.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — earnestly advocate (a belief or course of action)




•
 
my parents have always preached toleration and moderation.










4.
 
give moral advice to someone in an annoying or pompously self-righteous way




•
 
viewers want to be entertained, not 
preached at

 .














II.
 
phrases





preach to the choir (or the converted)






advocate something to people who already share one's convictions about its merits or importance.












III.
 
derivatives





preaching

 
/ˈprēCHiNG /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prechier

 , from Latin 
praedicare

 ‘proclaim,’ in ecclesiastical Latin ‘preach,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
dicare

 ‘declare.’





preacher

 
/ˈprēCHər/





I.
 
noun




a person who preaches, especially a minister of religion.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
precheor

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
praedicator

 , from the verb 
praedicare

 (see preach
 ).





preachify

 
/ˈprēCHəˌfī/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 preach or moralize tediously




•
 
he's a fund-raiser as well as a minister, but he's a preacher who doesn't preachify.



















preachment

 
/ˈprēCHmənt/





I.
 
noun




dogmatic instruction and exhortation




•
 
successful leadership is a process of persuasion rather than preachment.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prechement

 , from late Latin 
praedicamentum

 .





preachy

 
/ˈprēCHē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 having or revealing a tendency to give moral advice in a tedious or self-righteous way




•
 
some were put off by the preachy tone of these stories.














II.
 
derivatives





preachiness






noun





















preadapt

 
/ˌprēəˈdapt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 adapt (an organism or part of an organism) for life in conditions it has yet to encounter




•
 
the insulation of marine mammals in temperate seas preadapts them for polar seas.














II.
 
derivatives





preadaptation

 
/ˈprēˌadˌapˈtāSHən /






noun





















preadolescent

 
/ˌprēˌadlˈesənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a child) having nearly reached adolescence.




2.
 
of, relating to, or occurring in the two or three years preceding adolescence




•
 
Mozart's preadolescent sonatas.














II.
 
noun




a preadolescent child.








III.
 
derivatives





preadolescence






noun





















preagricultural

 
/ˈprēˌaɡriˈkəlCHərəl/






adjective




denoting a people, tribe, or culture that has not developed agriculture as a means of subsistence.













pre-AIDS

 
/prēˈādz/






adjective



1.
 
following infection with HIV but before the full development of AIDS




•
 
pre-AIDS patients.










2.
 
before the recognition of AIDS as a disease




•
 
we are dealing with an era that was pre-AIDS.



















Preakness

 
/ˈprēknis/






noun




an annual horse race for three-year-olds at Pimlico racetrack in Baltimore, Maryland. Held two weeks after the Kentucky Derby, it is the second race of horse racing's Triple Crown.













preamble

 
/ˈprēˌambəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preliminary or preparatory statement; an introduction




•
 
what she said was by way of a preamble




•
 
I gave him the bad news without preamble.










2.
 


[Law]

 the introductory part of a statute or deed, stating its purpose, aims, and justification.








II.
 
derivatives





preambular

 
/prēˈambyələr /






adjective




(
 — 

‹formal›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
preambule

 , from medieval Latin 
praeambulum

 , from late Latin 
praeambulus

 ‘going before.’





preamp

 
/ˈprēamp/






noun




short for preamplifier
 .














preamplifier

 
/prēˈampləˌfīər/





I.
 
noun




an electronic device that amplifies a very weak signal, for example from a microphone or pickup, and transmits it to a main amplifier.








II.
 
derivatives





preamplify






verb





















prearrange

 
/ˌprēəˈrān(d)ZH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
prearranged

 )


1.
 
arrange or agree upon (something) in advance




•
 
did she have a prearranged meeting?














II.
 
derivatives





prearrangement

 
/ˌprēəˈrānjmənt /






noun





















Preb.






abbreviation




Prebendary.














prebend

 
/ˈprebənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the portion of the revenues of a cathedral or collegiate church formerly granted to a canon or member of the chapter as his stipend.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the property from which a prebend was derived.




3.
 


‹historical›

 another term for prebendary
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prebende

 , from late Latin 
praebenda

 ‘things to be supplied, pension,’ neuter plural gerundive of Latin 
praebere

 ‘to grant,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
habere

 ‘hold, have.’





prebendal

 
/ˈprebəndl/






adjective




of or relating to a prebend or a prebendary




•
 
the prebendal manor.




















prebendary

 
/ˈprebənˌderē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an honorary canon.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a canon of a cathedral or collegiate church whose income originally came from a prebend.








II.
 
derivatives





prebendaryship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
praebendarius

 , from late Latin 
praebenda

 ‘pension’ (see prebend
 ).





prebiotic

 
/ˌprēˌbīˈätik/





I.
 
adjective




existing or occurring before the emergence of life.








II.
 
noun




a nondigestible food ingredient that promotes the growth of beneficial microorganisms in the intestines.













preboard

 
/prēˈbôrd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
allow (a particular passenger or group of passengers) to board an aircraft before the rest of the passengers.













prebook

 
/prēˈbo͝ok, ˈprēˌbo͝ok/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
prebooked

 )


1.
 
book (something) in advance




•
 
a prebooked hotel reservation




•
 (as 
noun

 
prebooking

 )
 
prebooking is essential.














II.
 
derivatives





prebookable






adjective





















Preboreal

 
/prēˈbôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the first climatic stage of the postglacial period in northern Europe, between the Younger Dryas and Boreal stages (about 10,000 to 9,000 years ago). The stage was marked by a rapid spread of birch and pine forests.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Preboreal

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Preboreal climatic stage.













preborn

 
/prēˈbôrn/






adjective




(especially in the language of antiabortion campaigners) relating to a fetus.













pre-Bötzinger complex

 
/ˌprēˈbətsiNGər ˌkämpleks/






noun




a structure in the mammalian brain stem that controls respiration.













prebuttal

 
/prēˈbədl/





I.
 
noun




(in politics) a response formulated in anticipation of a criticism; a preemptive rebuttal.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
pre-

 and 
(re)buttal

 .





prec.






abbreviation



1.
 
preceded.




2.
 
preceding.













precalculus

 
/prēˈkalkyələs/






noun




a course in mathematics that prepares a student for calculus.














Precambrian

 
/prēˈkambrēən/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the earliest eon, preceding the Cambrian period and the Phanerozoic eon.

Compare with Cryptozoic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Precambrian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Precambrian eon or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Precambrian extended from the origin of the earth (believed to have been about 4,600 million years ago) to about 570 million years ago, representing nearly ninety percent of geological time. The oldest known Precambrian rocks have been dated to about 3,800 million years old, and the earliest living organisms date from the latter part of the eon. The Precambrian is now replaced in formal stratigraphic schemes by the Archean, Proterozoic, and (in some schemes) Priscoan eons.










precancerous

 
/ˌprēˈkans(ə)rəs/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a cell or medical condition) likely to develop into cancer if untreated




•
 
precancerous skin lesions.



















precarious

 
/prəˈkerēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not securely held or in position; dangerously likely to fall or collapse




•
 
a precarious ladder.










2.
 
dependent on chance; uncertain




•
 
she made a precarious living by writing.














II.
 
derivatives





precariousness

 
/prəˈkerēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
precarius

 ‘obtained by entreaty’ (from 
prex

 , 
prec-

 ‘prayer’) + -ous
 .





precariously

 
/prəˈkerēəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is not securely in position and is likely to fall or collapse




•
 
the homes hung precariously over the edge of a huge crevice




•
 
precariously stacked towers of blocks.










2.
 
in a way that is uncertain or dependent on chance




•
 
a country poised precariously between economic boom and social catastrophe




•
 
the team clung precariously to their lead.



















precast

 
/ˈprēkast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
precast

 )


1.
 
cast (an object or material, typically concrete) in its final shape before positioning




•
 
precast concrete beams.



















precatory

 
/ˈprekəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 of, relating to, or expressing a wish or request.




2.
 


‹formal›

 
[Law]

 (in a will) expressing a wish or intention of the testator




•
 
a trust can be left in precatory words.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
precatorius

 , from 
precat-

 ‘prayed,’ from the verb 
precari

 .





precaution

 
/prəˈkôSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a measure taken in advance to prevent something dangerous, unpleasant, or inconvenient from happening




•
 
he had 
taken the precaution of

 seeking legal advice.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘prudent foresight’): from French 
précaution

 , from late Latin 
praecautio(n-)

 , from Latin 
praecavere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
cavere

 ‘take heed, beware of.’





precautionary

 
/prəˈkôSHəˌnerē/






adjective




carried out as a precaution




•
 
she was taken to the hospital as a precautionary measure.



















precautionary principle






noun




the principle that the introduction of a new product or process whose ultimate effects are disputed or unknown should be resisted. It has mainly been used to prohibit the importation of genetically modified organisms and food.














precede

 
/prəˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come before (something) in time




•
 
a gun battle had preceded the explosions.










2.
 
come before in order or position




•
 
take time to read the chapters that precede the recipes




•
 (as 
adj.

 
preceding

 )
 
the preceding pages.










3.
 
go in front or ahead of




•
 
he let her precede him through the gate.










4.
 
(
precede something with

 )
 — preface or introduce something with




•
 
he preceded the book with a collection of poems.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
preceder

 , from Latin 
praecedere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





precedence

 
/ˈpresədəns prēˈsēdns/






noun



1.
 
the condition of being considered more important than someone or something else; priority in importance, order, or rank




•
 
his desire for power soon 
took precedence over

 any other consideration.










2.
 
the order to be ceremonially observed by people of different rank, according to an acknowledged or legally determined system




•
 
quarrels over precedence among the Bonaparte family marred the coronation.



















precedent





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpresəd(ə)nt /



1.
 
an earlier event or action that is regarded as an example or guide to be considered in subsequent similar circumstances




•
 
there are substantial precedents for using interactive media in training




•
 
breaking with all precedent.










2.
 


[Law]

 a previous case or legal decision that may be or (
binding precedent

 ) must be followed in subsequent similar cases




•
 
the decision 
set a precedent

 for others to be sent to trial in the US.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
precedent

 /priˈsēd(ə)nt/)


1.
 
preceding in time, order, or importance




•
 
a precedent case.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘preceding.’





precentor

 
/prəˈsen(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a person who leads a congregation in its singing or (in a synagogue) prayers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
precent

 
/prēˈsent /






verb













2.
 
precentorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
précenteur

 or Latin 
praecentor

 , from 
praecent-

 ‘sung before,’ from the verb 
praecinere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
canere

 ‘sing.’






precept

 
/ˈprēˌsept/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a general rule intended to regulate behavior or thought




•
 
moral precepts




•
 
the legal precept of being innocent until proven guilty




•
 
children learn far more by example than by precept.










2.
 
a writ or warrant




•
 
the Commissioner issued precepts requiring the companies to provide information.














II.
 
derivatives





preceptive

 
/prəˈseptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praeceptum

 , neuter past participle of 
praecipere

 ‘warn, instruct,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





preceptor

 
/ˈprēseptər/





I.
 
noun




a teacher or instructor.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preceptorial

 
/prəˌsepˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
preceptorship

 
/ˈprēˌseptərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praeceptor

 , from 
praecept-

 ‘warned, instructed,’ from the verb 
praecipere

 (see precept
 ).





precession

 
/prəˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the slow movement of the axis of a spinning body around another axis due to a torque (such as gravitational influence) acting to change the direction of the first axis. It is seen in the circle slowly traced out by the pole of a spinning gyroscope.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
precess

 
/prēˈses, ˈprēˌses /






verb













2.
 
precessional

 
/prəˈseSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a term in astronomy, referring to the precession of the equinoxes
 ): from late Latin 
praecessio(n-)

 , from 
praecedere

 ‘go before’ (see precede
 ).






precession of the equinoxes






noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the slow retrograde, or westward, motion of equinoctial points along the ecliptic.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the resulting earlier occurrence of equinoxes in each successive sidereal year.





As the earth rotates about its axis, it responds to the gravitational attraction of the sun upon its equatorial bulge, so that its axis of rotation describes a circle in the sky, with a period of about 26,000 years. The precession of the equinoxes was discovered by Hipparchus in 
c.

 125 
BC

 , when the vernal equinox was in Aries.









pre-Christian

 
/ˌprēˈkrisCHən/






adjective




of or relating to a time before Christ or the advent of Christianity




•
 
the pre-Christian world.



















precinct

 
/ˈprēsiNG(k)t/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a district of a city or town as defined for police purposes.




2.
 
the police station situated in a precinct




•
 
at the precinct, a desk sergeant ran through her ID.










3.
 
an electoral district of a city or town served by a single polling place




•
 
with 35 percent of the precincts declaring, he had 51 percent of the vote.










4.
 
(usu. 
precincts

 )
 — the area within the walls or perceived boundaries of a particular building or place




•
 
all strata of society live within these precincts




•
 


‹figurative›

 beyond the precincts of my own family, I am quite inhibited.










5.
 
an enclosed or clearly defined area of ground around a cathedral, church, or college.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 an area in a town designated for specific or restricted use, especially one that is closed to traffic




•
 
a pedestrian precinct.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an administrative district): from medieval Latin 
praecinctum

 , neuter past participle (used as a noun) of 
praecingere

 ‘encircle,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
cingere

 ‘gird.’





preciosity

 
/ˌpreSHēˈäsədē/





I.
 
noun




overrefinement in art, music, or language, especially in the choice of words.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: suggested by French 
préciosité

 , a sense derived from Molière's 
Les Précieuses Ridicules

 (1659), a comedy in which ladies frequenting the literary salons of Paris were satirized.





precious

 
/ˈpreSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object, substance, or resource) of great value; not to be wasted or treated carelessly




•
 
precious works of art




•
 
my time is precious.










2.
 
greatly loved or treasured by someone




•
 
look after my daughter—she's very 
precious to

 me.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used for emphasis, often in an ironic context




•
 
a precious lot you know about dogs!










4.
 


‹derogatory›

 affectedly concerned with elegant or refined behavior, language, or manners




•
 
his exaggerated, precious manner.














II.
 
noun




used as a term of address to a beloved person




•
 
don't be frightened, my precious.














III.
 
phrases





precious little/few






extremely little or few (used for emphasis)




•
 
police still know precious little about the dead man




•
 
you will find precious few atheists on operating tables.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preciously

 
/ˈpreSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
preciousness

 
/ˈpreSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
precios

 , from Latin 
pretiosus

 ‘of great value,’ from 
pretium

 ‘price.’





precious metals






plural noun




gold, silver, and platinum.













precious stone

 
/ˈpreSHəs stōn/






noun




a highly attractive and valuable piece of mineral or rock, used especially in jewelry; a gemstone.













precipice

 
/ˈpresəpəs/





I.
 
noun




a very steep rock face or cliff, typically a tall one




•
 
we swerved toward the edge of the precipice




•
 


‹figurative›

 the country was teetering on the precipice of political anarchy.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a headlong fall): from French 
précipice

 or Latin 
praecipitium

 ‘abrupt descent,’ from 
praeceps

 , 
praecip(it)-

 ‘steep, headlong.’





precipitancy

 
/prēˈsipədənsē/






noun




rashness or suddenness of action




•
 
matters were taken out of his control by the precipitancy of his commander.



















precipitant

 
/prēˈsipədənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cause of a particular action or event




•
 
the immediate precipitants of the conflict were a succession of undisciplined actions.










2.
 


[chiefly Psychology]

 a cause or stimulus that precipitates a particular condition




•
 
depression may be a precipitant in many cases.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance that causes the precipitation of a specified substance




•
 
a protein precipitant.














II.
 
derivatives





precipitance

 
/prēˈsipəd(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
précipitant

 ‘precipitating,’ present participle of 
précipiter

 .






precipitate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/prəˈsipəˌtāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (an event or situation, typically one that is bad or undesirable) to happen suddenly, unexpectedly, or prematurely




•
 
the incident precipitated a political crisis.










2.
 
cause to move suddenly and with force




•
 
suddenly the ladder broke, precipitating them down into a heap.










3.
 
(
precipitate someone/something into

 )
 — send someone or something suddenly into a particular state or condition




•
 
they were precipitated into a conflict for which they were quite unprepared.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 cause (a substance) to be deposited in solid form from a solution.




5.
 
cause (drops of moisture or particles of dust) to be deposited from the atmosphere or from a vapor or suspension.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/prəˈsipədət /



1.
 
done, made, or acting suddenly or without careful consideration




•
 
I must apologize for my staff—their actions were precipitate.










2.
 
(of an event or situation) occurring suddenly or abruptly




•
 
a precipitate decline in cultural literacy.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/prəˈsipədət prəˈsipəˌtāt /



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance precipitated from a solution.

[from modern Latin 
praecipitatum

 .]








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
precipitable

 
/prəˈsipədəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
precipitately

 
/prēˈsipədətlē prəˈsipədətlē /






adverb













3.
 
precipitateness

 
/priˈsipətətnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
praecipitat-

 ‘thrown headlong,’ from the verb 
praecipitare

 , from 
praeceps

 , 
praecip(it)-

 ‘headlong,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
caput

 ‘head.’ The original sense of the verb was ‘hurl down, send violently’; hence ‘cause to move rapidly,’ which gave rise to sense 1 (early 17th cent). / 
usage:

 The adjectives 
precipitate

 and 
precipitous

 are sometimes confused. 
Precipitate

 means ‘sudden, hasty’: a precipitate decision | the fugitive's precipitate flight. 
Precipitous

 means ‘steep’: the precipitous slope of the mountain | a precipitous decline in stock prices.





precipitation

 
/prəˌsipəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the action or process of precipitating a substance from a solution.




2.
 
rain, snow, sleet, or hail that falls to the ground.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the fact or quality of acting suddenly and rashly




•
 
Cora was already regretting her precipitation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of falling or throwing down): from Latin 
praecipitatio(n-)

 , from 
praecipitare

 ‘throw down or headlong’ (see precipitate
 ).





precipitator

 
/prəˈsipəˌtādər/






noun




an apparatus for causing precipitation, especially a device for removing dust from a gas.













precipitin

 
/prēˈsipədən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an antibody that produces a visible precipitate when it reacts with its antigen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the verb precipitate
 + -in
 1
 .





precipitous

 
/prəˈsipədəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dangerously high or steep




•
 
the precipitous cliffs of the North Atlantic coast.










2.
 
(of a change to a worse situation or condition) sudden and dramatic




•
 
the end of the war led to a precipitous decline in exports.










3.
 
(of an action) done suddenly and without careful consideration




•
 
precipitous intervention.














II.
 
derivatives





precipitousness

 
/prēˈsipədəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
précipiteux

 , from Latin 
praeceps

 , 
praecip(it)-

 ‘steep, headlong’ (see precipitate
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at precipitate
 .





precipitously

 
/prəˈsipədəslē/






adverb



1.
 
very steeply




•
 
off the coast, the depth of the sea floor drops precipitously




•
 
a wall collapsed, causing the floors above to slope precipitously.










2.
 
(with reference to a change to a worse situation) suddenly and dramatically




•
 
sales dropped precipitously




•
 
savings rates have fallen precipitously.










3.
 
hastily and without careful consideration




•
 
several columnists criticized the government for acting precipitously.



















précis

 
/prāˈsē ˈprāsē/





I.
 
noun




a summary or abstract of a text or speech.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a précis of (a text or speech).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
précis

 , literally ‘precise’ (adjective used as a noun).






precise

 
/prəˈsīs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
marked by exactness and accuracy of expression or detail




•
 
precise directions




•
 
I want as precise a time of death as I can get.










2.
 
(of a person) exact, accurate, and careful about details




•
 
the director was precise with his camera positions.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to emphasize that one is referring to an exact and particular thing




•
 
at that precise moment the car stopped.














II.
 
phrases





to be precise






used to indicate that one is now giving more exact or detailed information




•
 
there were not many—five, to be precise.


















III.
 
derivatives





preciseness

 
/prəˈsīsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prescis

 , from Latin 
praecis-

 ‘cut short,’ from the verb 
praecidere

 , from 
prae

 ‘in advance’ + 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’





precisely

 
/prəˈsīslē/






adverb



1.
 
in exact terms; without vagueness




•
 
the guidelines are precisely defined.










2.
 
exactly (used to emphasize the complete accuracy or truth of a statement)




•
 
at 2:00 precisely, the phone rang




•
 
kids will love it precisely because it will irritate their parents.










3.
 
used as a reply to assert emphatic agreement with or confirmation of a statement




•
 
“You mean it was a conspiracy?” “Precisely.”



















precisian

 
/prēˈsiZHən/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a person who is rigidly precise or punctilious, especially as regards religious rules.








II.
 
derivatives





precisianism

 
/prēˈsiZHəˌnizəm /






noun






















precision

 
/prəˈsiZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality, condition, or fact of being exact and accurate




•
 
the deal was planned and executed with military precision.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — marked by or adapted for accuracy and exactness




•
 
a precision instrument.










3.
 


‹technical›

 refinement in a measurement, calculation, or specification, especially as represented by the number of digits given




•
 
this has brought an unprecedented degree of precision to the business of dating rocks




•
 
a precision of six decimal figures.







Compare with accuracy
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
précision

 or Latin 
praecisio(n-)

 , from 
praecidere

 ‘cut off’ (see precise
 ).





preclassical

 
/prēˈklasək(ə)l/






adjective




of or relating to a time before a period regarded as classical, especially in music, literature, or history.













preclinical

 
/prēˈklinik(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting a stage preceding a clinical stage, in particular




2.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the first, chiefly theoretical, stage of a medical education




•
 
preclinical students.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the stage in a disease prior to the appearance of symptoms that make a diagnosis possible.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the stage of drug testing that precedes the clinical stage.













preclude

 
/prəˈklo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent from happening; make impossible




•
 
the secret nature of his work precluded official recognition.










2.
 
(
preclude someone from

 )
 — (of a situation or condition) prevent someone from doing something




•
 
his difficulties preclude him from leading a normal life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preclusion

 
/prəˈklo͞oZH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
preclusive

 
/prəˈklo͞osiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘bar (a route or passage)’): from Latin 
praecludere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’






precocial

 
/prəˈkōSHəl /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a young bird or other animal) hatched or born in an advanced state and able to feed itself almost immediately.




2.
 
(of a particular species) having precocial young.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Praecoces

 (the name of a former division of birds, plural of Latin 
praecox

 ‘mature before its time’) + -ial
 .





precocious

 
/prəˈkōSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a child) having developed certain abilities or proclivities at an earlier age than usual




•
 
he was a precocious, solitary boy.










2.
 
(of behavior or ability) indicative of early development




•
 
a precocious talent for computing.










3.
 
(of a plant) flowering or fruiting earlier than usual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
precociously

 
/prəˈkōSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
precociousness

 
/prəˈkōSHəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
precocity

 
/prəˈkäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
praecox

 , 
praecoc-

 (from 
praecoquere

 ‘ripen fully,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
coquere

 ‘to cook’) + -ious
 .





precognition

 
/ˌprēˌkäɡˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
foreknowledge of an event, especially foreknowledge of a paranormal kind.




2.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 the preliminary examination of witnesses, especially to decide whether there are grounds for a trial.








II.
 
derivatives





precognitive

 
/prēˈkäɡnətiv /






adjective





precognition
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
praecognitio(n-)

 , based on Latin 
cognoscere

 ‘know.’





precoital

 
/prēˈkōətl, ˌprēkōˈētl/





I.
 
adjective




occurring before or as a preliminary to sexual intercourse.








II.
 
derivatives





precoitally






adverb





















precolonial

 
/ˌprēkəˈlōniəl/






adjective




occurring or existing before the beginning of colonial rule




•
 
the two main kingdoms that flourished in precolonial times.



















pre-Columbian

 
/ˌprēkəˈləmbēən/






adjective




of or relating to the history and cultures of the Americas before the arrival of Columbus in 1492.













preconceived

 
/ˌprēkənˈsēvd/






adjective




(of an idea or opinion) formed before having the evidence for its truth or usefulness




•
 
the same set of facts can be tailored to fit any preconceived belief.



















preconception

 
/ˌprēkənˈsepSH(ə)n/






noun




a preconceived idea or prejudice.













preconcert

 
/ˌprēkənˈsərt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 arrange or organize (something) in advance


(as 
adj.

 
preconcerted

 )


•
 
a preconcerted signal.



















precondition

 
/ˌprēkənˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a condition that must be fulfilled before other things can happen or be done




•
 
a 
precondition for

 peace.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be preconditioned

 )
 — condition (an action) to happen in a certain way




•
 
inquiries are always preconditioned by cultural assumptions.










2.
 
condition or influence (a person or animal) by exposing them to stimuli or information prior to the relevant behavioral situation


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the anthropologist is not preconditioned to interact with those he studies




•
 (as 
noun

 
preconditioning

 )
 
the protective effect of preconditioning.










3.
 
bring (something) into the desired state for use


(as 
adj.

 
preconditioned

 )


•
 
preconditioned paper.



















pre-Conquest

 
/prēˈkäNGkwest/






adjective




occurring or existing before the Norman conquest of England.













preconscious

 
/ˌprēˈkän(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychoanalysis]

 of or associated with a part of the mind below the level of immediate conscious awareness, from which memories and emotions that have not been repressed can be recalled




•
 
beliefs and values that are on a preconscious level.














II.
 
noun

 — (
one's/the preconscious

 )


1.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the part of the mind in which preconscious thoughts or memories reside.








III.
 
derivatives





preconsciousness






noun





















precook

 
/ˌprēˈko͝ok/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook in advance


(as 
adj.

 
precooked

 )


•
 
precooked frozen dinners.



















precordium

 
/prēˈkôrdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the region or the thorax immediately in front of the heart.








II.
 
derivatives





precordial

 
/-ˈkôrdēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: singular of Latin 
praecordia

 ‘diaphragm, entrails.’






precursor

 
/prēˈkərsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that comes before another of the same kind; a forerunner




•
 
a three-stringed 
precursor of

 the violin




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
precursor cells.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a substance from which another is formed, especially by metabolic reaction




•
 
pepsinogen is the inactive precursor of pepsin.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praecursor

 , from 
praecurs-

 ‘preceded,’ from 
praecurrere

 , from 
prae

 ‘beforehand’ + 
currere

 ‘to run.’





precursory

 
/prēˈkərsərē/





I.
 
adjective




preceding something in time, development, or position; preliminary




•
 
precursory seismic activity.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
praecursorius

 , from 
praecurs-

 ‘preceded’ (see precursor
 ).





precut

 
/ˌprēˈkət/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
precut

 )


1.
 
cut into the desired shape or sections in advance




•
 
precut pieces of cloth.



















precycling






noun




the practice of seeking to reduce consumer waste by buying unpackaged, reusable, or recyclable products, using one's own bags, etc.




•
 
precycling aims to get people to think about packaging and products before making their purchases.



















pred.






abbreviation




predicate.













predacious

 
/prəˈdāSHəs /

 
predaceous





I.
 
adjective




(of an animal) predatory




•
 
predacious insects.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
predaciousness






noun













2.
 
predacity

 
/priˈdasətē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
praeda

 ‘booty’ + -acious
 .





predate1


 
/prēˈdāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exist or occur at a date earlier than (something)




•
 
this letter predates her illness.



















predate2


 
/prəˈdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) act as a predator of; catch and eat (prey).











– origin

 1940s: back-formation from predation
 .






predation

 
/prəˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the preying of one animal on others




•
 
an effective defense against predation.










2.
 
the action of attacking or plundering




•
 
the old story of male predation and female vulnerability




•
 
the predations of would-be pirates.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
praedatio(n-)

 ‘taking of booty,’ from the verb 
praedari

 ‘seize as plunder,’ from 
praeda

 ‘booty.’ The zoological sense dates from the 1930s.






predator

 
/ˈpredədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal that naturally preys on others




•
 
wolves are major predators of rodents.










2.
 
a person or group that ruthlessly exploits others




•
 
a website frequented by sexual predators.










3.
 
a company that tries to take over another.











– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
praedator

 ‘plunderer,’ from 
praedat-

 ‘seized as plunder,’ from the verb 
praedari

 (see predation
 ).





predatory

 
/ˈpredəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting an animal or animals preying naturally on others




•
 
predatory birds.










2.
 
seeking to exploit or oppress others




•
 
a life destroyed by predatory biographers and yellow journalists.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
predatorily

 
/ˌpredəˈtôrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
predatoriness

 
/ˈpredəˌtôrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to plundering’): from Latin 
praedatorius

 , from 
praedator

 ‘plunderer’ (see predator
 ).





predatory pricing

 
/ˈpredəˌtôrē prīsiNG/






noun




the pricing of goods or services at such a low level that other suppliers cannot compete and are forced to leave the market.













predawn

 
/prēˈdôn/






adjective




relating to or taking place before dawn




•
 
the predawn light was just beginning to show through.



















predecease

 
/ˌprēdəˈsēs /

 

‹formal›







verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
die before (another person, typically someone related by blood or marriage)




•
 
his second wife predeceased him.



















predecessor

 
/ˈpredəˌsesər ˈprēdəˌsesər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who held a job or office before the current holder




•
 
the new president's foreign policy is very similar to that of his predecessor.










2.
 
a thing that has been followed or replaced by another




•
 
the chapel was built in 1864 on the site of its predecessor.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
praedecessor

 , from Latin 
prae

 ‘beforehand’ + 
decessor

 ‘retiring officer’ (from 
decedere

 ‘depart’).





predefined

 
/ˌprēdiˈfīnd/






adjective




defined, limited, or established in advance




•
 
predefined styles for tables, outlines, paragraphs, and graphics.



















predella

 
/prəˈdelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a step or platform on which an altar is placed.




2.
 
a raised shelf above an altar.




3.
 
a painting or sculpture on this, typically forming an appendage to an altarpiece.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘stool.’





predestinarian

 
/ˌprēˌdestəˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who believes in the doctrine of predestination.








II.
 
adjective




upholding, affirming, or relating to the doctrine of predestination.














predestinate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/prēˈdestəˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
predestine.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌprēˈdestənət /



1.
 
predestined.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
praedestinat-

 ‘made firm beforehand,’ from the verb 
praedestinare

 , from 
prae

 ‘in advance’ + 
destinare

 ‘establish.’





predestination

 
/prēˌdestəˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




(as a doctrine in Christian theology) the divine foreordaining of all that will happen, especially with regard to the salvation of some and not others. It has been particularly associated with the teachings of St. Augustine of Hippo and of Calvin.











– origin

 Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
praedestinatio(n-)

 , from 
praedestinare

 ‘make firm beforehand’ (see predestinate
 ).





predestine

 
/prēˈdestin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be predestined

 )


1.
 
(of God) destine (someone) for a particular fate or purpose




•
 
Calvinists believed that every person was predestined by God to go to heaven or to hell.










2.
 
determine (an outcome or course of events) in advance by divine will or fate




•
 
she was certain that fate was with her and everything was predestined




•
 (as 
adj.

 
predestined

 )
 
our predestined end.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
predestiner

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
praedestinare

 (see predestinate
 ).





predetermine

 
/ˌprēdəˈtərmən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish or decide in advance




•
 
closed questions almost predetermine the response given




•
 (as 
adj.

 
predetermined

 )
 
a predetermined level of spending.










2.
 
(usu. 
be predetermined

 )
 — predestine (an outcome or course of events)




•
 
a strong sense that life had been predetermined.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
predeterminable






adjective













2.
 
predeterminate

 
/-ˈtərmənit /






adjective













3.
 
predetermination

 
/ˌprēdəˌtərməˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
praedeterminare

 , from 
prae

 ‘beforehand’ + 
determinare

 ‘limit, settle.’





predeterminer

 
/ˌprēdəˈtərmənər/






noun






[Grammar]

 a word or phrase that occurs before a determiner, typically quantifying the noun phrase, for example 
both

 or 
a lot of

 .













predeterminism

 
/ˌprēdəˈtərmənizəm/






noun




the belief that all events, including human actions, are established or decided in advance




•
 
frequently, fantasy novels have a feeling of predeterminism to them.



















prediabetes

 
/ˌprēdīəˈbēdēz ˌprēdīəˈbēdis/






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by slightly elevated blood glucose levels, regarded as indicative that a person is at risk of progressing to Type 2 diabetes




•
 
he has high blood pressure and was recently diagnosed with prediabetes.



















predial

 
/ˈprēdēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 of, relating to, or consisting of land or farming




•
 
political or predial sources of discontent.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 relating to or denoting a slave or tenant attached to farms or the land




•
 
predial service.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 (of a tithe) consisting of agricultural produce.








II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a predial slave.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
praedialis

 , from Latin 
praedium

 ‘farm.’





predic.






abbreviation




predicate.













predicable

 
/ˈpredəkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




that may be predicated or affirmed.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is predicable.




2.
 
(usu. 
predicables

 )
 — (in Aristotelian logic) each of the classes to which predicates belong, usually listed as: genus, species, difference, property, and accident.








III.
 
derivatives





predicability

 
/ˌpredikəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
praedicabilis

 ‘able to be affirmed,’ from Latin 
praedicare

 ‘declare’ (see predicate
 ).





predicament

 
/prəˈdikəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a difficult, unpleasant, or embarrassing situation




•
 
the club's financial predicament.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
‹archaic›

 (in Aristotelian logic) each of the ten “categories,” often listed as: substance or being, quantity, quality, relation, place, time, posture, having or possession, action, and passion.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from late Latin 
praedicamentum

 ‘something predicated’ (rendering Greek 
katēgoria

 ‘category’), from Latin 
praedicare

 (see predicate
 ). From the sense ‘category’ arose the sense ‘state of being, condition’; hence ‘unpleasant situation.’






predicate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpredəkət /



1.
 


[Grammar]

 the part of a sentence or clause containing a verb and stating something about the subject (e.g., 
went home

 in 
John went home

 )


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
predicate adjective.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 something that is affirmed or denied concerning an argument of a proposition.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈpredəˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 state, affirm, or assert (something) about the subject of a sentence or an argument of proposition




•
 
a word that predicates something about its subject




•
 
aggression is 
predicated of

 those who act aggressively.










2.
 
(
predicate something on/upon

 )
 — found or base something on




•
 
the theory of structure on which later chemistry was predicated.














III.
 
derivatives





predication

 
/ˌpredəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
praedicatum

 ‘something declared,’ neuter of 
praedicatus

 ‘declared, proclaimed,’ past participle of the verb 
praedicare

 , from 
prae

 ‘beforehand’ + 
dicare

 ‘make known.’





predicate calculus

 
/ˌpredəkət ˈkalkyələs/






noun




the branch of symbolic logic that deals with propositions containing predicates, names, and quantifiers.













predicate nominative






noun






[Grammar]

 a word in the nominative case that completes a copulative verb, such as 
son

 in the sentence 
Charlie is my son

 .














predicative

 
/ˈpredəˌkādiv ˈpredəkədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective or noun) forming or contained in the predicate, as 
old

 in 
the dog is old

 (but not in 
the old dog

 ) and 
house

 in 
there is a large house

 .

Contrasted with attributive
 .




2.
 
denoting a use of the verb 
to be

 to assert something about the subject.




3.
 


[Logic]

 acting as a predicate.








II.
 
derivatives





predicatively

 
/ˈpredəˌkādivlē ˈpredəkədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
praedicativus

 , from 
praedicat-

 ‘declared’ (in medieval Latin ‘predicated’), from the verb 
praedicare

 (see predicate
 ).





predicator

 
/ˈpredəˌkādər/






noun




(in systemic grammar) a verb phrase considered as a constituent of clause structure, along with subject, object, and adjunct.














predict

 
/prəˈdikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or estimate that (a specified thing) will happen in the future or will be a consequence of something




•
 
it is too early to predict a result




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he predicts that the trend will continue




•
 (as 
adj.

 
predicted

 )
 
the predicted growth is 47 percent.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
praedict-

 ‘made known beforehand, declared,’ from the verb 
praedicere

 , from 
prae-

 ‘beforehand’ + 
dicere

 ‘say.’





predictability

 
/prəˌdiktəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the ability to be predicted




•
 
we were discussing the predictability of career outcomes




•
 
the uncovering of motives allows for a certain degree of predictability.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 the fact of always behaving or occurring in the way expected




•
 
the boring predictability of their routine.



















predictable

 
/prəˈdiktəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able to be predicted




•
 
the market is volatile and never predictable.










2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 behaving or occurring in a way that is expected




•
 
the characters were very stereotyped and extremely predictable.



















predictably

 
/prəˈdiktəblē/






adverb




in a way that can be predicted; as expected




•
 
so far the markets have behaved predictably




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
the results were, perhaps predictably, uneven.



















prediction

 
/prəˈdikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing predicted; a forecast




•
 
a prediction that the Greeks would destroy the Persian empire.










2.
 
the action of predicting something




•
 
the prediction of future behavior.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
praedictio(n-)

 , from 
praedicere

 ‘make known beforehand’ (see predict
 ).





predictive

 
/prəˈdiktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or having the effect of predicting an event or result




•
 
predictive accuracy




•
 
rules are not 
predictive of

 behavior.










2.
 


[Computing]

 denoting or relating to a system for using data already stored in a computer or mobile phone to generate the letters or words a user is likely to enter next, on the basis of those that have already been entered




•
 
the virtual keyboard uses 
predictive text






•
 
predictive typing allows you to type faster.














II.
 
derivatives





predictively






adverb





















predictor

 
/prəˈdiktər/






noun




a person or thing that predicts that something will happen in the future or will be a consequence of something




•
 
business trend predictors have said some interesting things about the power of networks




•
 
keeping a food diary is one of the strongest predictors of weight-loss success.



















predigest

 
/ˌprēdīˈjest ˌprēdəˈjest/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(of an animal) treat (food) by a process similar to digestion in order to make it more digestible when subsequently eaten.




2.
 
simplify (information) so as to make it easier to understand or appreciate


(as 
adj.

 
predigested

 )


•
 
predigested news.














II.
 
derivatives





predigestion

 
/ˈˌprēdīˈjesCHən ˈˌprēdīˈjeSHCHən /






noun





















predigital

 
/prēˈdijədl/






adjective




belonging to or characteristic of the period preceding the widespread adoption of digital technologies




•
 
formulas once used by animators in a predigital age.



















predilection

 
/ˌpredlˈekSH(ə)n ˌprēdlˈekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a preference or special liking for something; a bias in favor of something




•
 
my 
predilection for

 Asian food.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
prédilection

 , from Latin 
praedilect-

 ‘preferred,’ from the verb 
praediligere

 , from 
prae

 ‘in advance’ + 
diligere

 ‘to select.’





predispose

 
/ˌprēdəˈspōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
predispose someone to/to do something

 )


1.
 
make someone liable or inclined to a specified attitude, action, or condition




•
 
lack of exercise may predispose an individual to high blood pressure.














II.
 
derivatives





predisposed






adjective





















predisposition

 
/ˌprēdispəˈziSH(ə)n/






noun




a liability or tendency to suffer from a particular condition, hold a particular attitude, or act in a particular way




•
 
a child may inherit a 
predisposition to

 schizophrenia




•
 
genetic predisposition.



















prednisone

 
/ˈprednəzōn ˈprednəˌsōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug similar to cortisone, used to relieve rheumatic and allergic conditions and to treat leukemia.











– origin

 1950s: perhaps from 
pre(gnane)

 (a synthetic hydrocarbon) + 
d(ie)n(e)

 + 
(cort)isone

 .





predominance

 
/prəˈdämənəns/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being greater in number or amount




•
 
the predominance of English language materials on the Web




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
there is a predominance of female teachers.










2.
 
the possession or exertion of control or power




•
 
the American predominance at sea.



















predominant

 
/prəˈdämənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
present as the strongest or main element




•
 
its predominant color was white.










2.
 
having or exerting control or power




•
 
the predominant political forces.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
predominant-

 ‘predominating,’ from the verb 
predominari

 (see predominate
 ).






predominantly

 
/prəˈdämənən(t)lē/






adverb




mainly; for the most part


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
it is predominantly a coastal bird




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
predominantly Russian areas.




















predominate

 
/prəˈdäməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the strongest or main element; be greater in number or amount




•
 
small-scale producers predominate in the south.










2.
 
have or exert control or power




•
 
private interest was not allowed to 
predominate over

 the public good.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
predominat-

 ‘predominated,’ from the verb 
predominari

 (see pre-
 , dominate
 ).





predominately

 
/prəˈdämənətlē/






adverb




another term for predominantly
 .













predoom

 
/prēˈdo͞om/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 condemn or determine the fate of (someone or something) in advance




•
 
he was predoomed by the decrees of heaven.



















predrink

 
/ˈprēdriNGk/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink alcohol, especially in large quantities, before going out socially




•
 
the ice machine is in the basement in case you want to predrink in your room.



















predrinking

 
/ˈprēˌdriNGkiNG/






noun




the action or practice of drinking large quantities of alcohol before going out socially




•
 
80 percent of females studied said they would indulge in predrinking before heading to a club.



















predynastic

 
/ˌprēˌdīˈnastik, ˌprēdə-/






adjective




of or relating to a period before the normally recognized dynasties, especially in ancient Egypt before about 3000 
BC

 .














preeclampsia

 
/ˌprēəˈklampsēə/





I.
 
noun




a condition in pregnancy characterized by high blood pressure, sometimes with fluid retention and proteinuria.








II.
 
derivatives





preeclamptic

 
/-ˈklamptik /






adjective, noun





















pre-election

 
/ˌprēəˈlekSH(ə)n /

 
pre-electoral






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
occurring or existing in the time leading up to an election




•
 
his pre-election speech.



















pre-embryo

 
/prēˈembrēˌō/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a human embryo or fertilized ovum in the first fourteen days after fertilization, before implantation in the uterus has occurred.








II.
 
derivatives





pre-embryonic

 
/ˌprēˌembrēˈänik /






adjective





















preemie

 
/ˈprēmē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a baby born prematurely.











– origin

 1920s (as 
premy

 ): from premature
 + -ie
 .





preeminence

 
/prēˈemənəns/






noun




the fact of surpassing all others; superiority




•
 
the region has never regained the economic preeminence that it once enjoyed.




















preeminent

 
/prēˈemənənt/





I.
 
adjective




surpassing all others; very distinguished in some way




•
 
the world's preeminent expert on asbestos.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praeeminent-

 ‘towering above, excelling,’ from the verb 
praeeminere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
eminere

 ‘stand out.’





preeminently

 
/ˌprēˈemənən(t)lē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
above all; in particular




•
 
this is preeminently the haying month throughout the northern states.



















preempt

 
/prēˈempt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take action in order to prevent (an anticipated event) from happening; forestall




•
 
the government preempted a coup attempt.










2.
 
act in advance of (someone) in order to prevent them from doing something




•
 
it looked as if she'd ask him more, but Parr preempted her.










3.
 
(of a broadcast) interrupt or replace (a scheduled program)




•
 
the violence preempted regular programming.










4.
 
acquire or appropriate (something) in advance




•
 
many tables were already preempted by family parties.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 take (something, especially public land) for oneself so as to have the right of preemption.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 make a preemptive bid.








II.
 
noun






[Bridge]

 a preemptive bid.








III.
 
derivatives





preemptor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from preemption
 .






preemption

 
/ˌprēˈem(p)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the purchase of goods or shares by one person or party before the opportunity is offered to others




•
 
the commission had the right of preemption.










2.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 the right to purchase public land by preemption.




3.
 
the action of preempting or forestalling, especially of making a preemptive attack




•
 
damaging retaliation for any attempt at preemption.










4.
 
the interruption or replacement of a scheduled radio or television program.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
praeemptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
praeemere

 , from 
prae

 ‘in advance’ + 
emere

 ‘buy.’





preemptive

 
/prēˈemptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving or intended to preempt or forestall something, especially to prevent attack by disabling the enemy




•
 
preemptive action




•
 
a preemptive strike.










2.
 
relating to the purchase of goods or shares by one person or party before the opportunity is offered to others




•
 
preemptive rights.










3.
 


[Bridge]

 denoting a bid, typically an opening bid, intended to be so high that it prevents or interferes with effective bidding by the opponents.








II.
 
derivatives





preemptively






adverb





















preen

 
/prēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) straighten and clean its feathers with its beak




•
 
robins preened at the pool's edge




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the pigeon preened her feathers.










2.
 
(of a person) devote effort to making oneself look attractive and then admire one's appearance




•
 
adolescents preening in their bedroom mirrors.










3.
 
(
preen oneself

 )
 — congratulate or pride oneself




•
 
he's busy 
preening himself on

 acquiring such a pretty girlfriend.














II.
 
derivatives





preener






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently a variant of obsolete 
prune

 (based on Latin 
ungere

 ‘anoint’), in the same sense, associated with Scots and northern English dialect 
preen

 ‘pierce, pin’ (because of the “pricking” action of the bird's beak).






preen gland






noun






[Ornithology]

 (on a bird) a gland at the base of the tail that produces the oil used in preening.













preestablish

 
/ˌprēiˈstabliSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preestablished

 )


1.
 
establish (something) in advance




•
 
he had no preestablished plan.



















preexist

 
/ˌprēiɡˈzist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preexisting

 )


1.
 
exist at or from an earlier time




•
 
a preexisting contractual obligation.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exist at or from an earlier time than (something)




•
 
demons who preexisted the Great Flood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preexistence

 
/ˈˌprēiɡˈzistəns /






noun













2.
 
preexistent

 
/ˌprēiɡˈzist(ə)nt /






adjective





















preexisting condition






noun




a medical condition existing at a time when new insurance is applied for. Typically the cost of its treatment is not covered by the insurance.













preexposure

 
/ˌprēikˈspōZHər/





I.
 
noun




previous or premature exposure to something.








II.
 
adjective




occurring or existing before exposure, especially exposure to a disease or infection




•
 
preexposure vaccination.



















pref.






abbreviation



1.
 
preface.




2.
 
preference (with reference to preference shares).




3.
 
preferred (with reference to a preferred stock).













prefab

 
/ˈprēˌfab /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a prefabricated building.








II.
 
adjective




prefabricated




•
 
prefab walls.

















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





prefabricate

 
/prēˈfabrəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
prefabricated

 )


1.
 
manufacture sections of (especially a building or piece of furniture) to enable quick or easy assembly on site




•
 
prefabricated homes.














II.
 
derivatives





prefabrication

 
/ˌprēˌfabrəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















preface

 
/ˈprefəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an introduction to a book, typically stating its subject, scope, or aims.




2.
 
the introduction or preliminary part of a speech or event.




3.
 


[Christian Church]

 the introduction to the central part of the Eucharist, historically forming the first part of the canon or prayer of consecration.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a book) with a preface




•
 
the book is prefaced by a quotation from William Faulkner.










2.
 
(
preface something with/by

 )
 — introduce or begin (a speech or event) with or by doing something




•
 
it is important to preface the debate with a general comment.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
praefatia

 , alteration of Latin 
praefatio(n-)

 ‘words spoken beforehand,’ from the verb 
praefari

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
fari

 ‘speak.’





prefatory

 
/ˈprefəˌtôrē/






adjective




serving as an introduction; introductory




•
 
the poet makes this clear in a prefatory note on the text.




















prefect

 
/ˈprēˌfekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chief officer, magistrate, or regional governor in certain countries




•
 
the prefect of police.










2.
 
a senior magistrate or governor in the ancient Roman world




•
 
Avitus was prefect of Gaul from 
AD

 439.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 in some schools, a senior student authorized to enforce discipline.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prefectoral

 
/prēˈfektərəl /






adjective













2.
 
prefectorial

 
/ˌprēˌfekˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, from Latin 
praefectus

 , past participle of 
praeficere

 ‘set in authority over,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 19th cent.





prefecture

 
/ˈprēˌfek(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a district under the government of a prefect.




2.
 
a prefect's office or tenure.




3.
 
the official residence or headquarters of a prefect.








II.
 
derivatives





prefectural

 
/prēˈfek(t)SH(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praefectura

 , from 
praefectus

 ‘(person) set in authority over’ (see prefect
 ).






prefer

 
/prəˈfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
like (one thing or person) better than another or others; tend to choose




•
 
I 
prefer

 Venice 
to

 Rome




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I would prefer to discuss the matter in private




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
Val would presumably prefer that you didn't get arrested




•
 (as 
adj.

 
preferred

 )
 
his preferred candidate.










2.
 


‹formal›

 submit (a charge or a piece of information) for consideration




•
 
the police will prefer charges.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 promote or advance (someone) to a prestigious position




•
 
he was 
preferred to

 the post.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
preferer

 , from Latin 
praeferre

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
ferre

 ‘to bear, carry.’





preferable

 
/ˈpref(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




more desirable or suitable




•
 
lower interest rates were 
preferable to

 higher ones.














II.
 
derivatives





preferability

 
/ˌpref(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun





















preferably

 
/ˈpref(ə)rəblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
ideally; if possible




•
 
he would like a place of his own, preferably outside the town.




















preference

 
/ˈpref(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a greater liking for one alternative over another or others




•
 


a preference for

 long walks and tennis over jogging




•
 
he chose a clock 
in preference to

 a watch.










2.
 
a thing preferred




•
 
my musical preferences are blues and swing.










3.
 
favor shown to one person or thing over another or others




•
 
preference is given to those who make a donation.










4.
 


[Law]

 a prior right or precedence, especially in connection with the payment of debts




•
 
debts owed to the community should be accorded a preference.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘promotion’): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
praeferentia

 , from Latin 
praeferre

 ‘carry in front’ (see prefer
 ).





preference share

 
/ˈpref(ə)rəns ˌSHe(ə)r/






noun




British term for preferred stock
 .













preferential

 
/ˌprefəˈren(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or involving preference or partiality; constituting a favor or privilege




•
 
preferential interest rates may be offered to employees




•
 
preferential trade terms.










2.
 
(of a union shop) giving employment preference to union members




•
 
a preferential shop.










3.
 
(of voting or an election) in which the voter puts candidates in order of preference.




4.
 
(of a creditor) having a claim on the receipt of payment from a debtor that will be met before those of other creditors.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from preference
 , on the pattern of 
differential

 .





preferentially

 
/ˌprefəˈren(t)SHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves preference or partiality; more favorably




•
 
he was treated preferentially over other customers.










2.
 
with greater likelihood; to a greater degree




•
 
infection occurs preferentially in early childhood.



















preferment

 
/prəˈfərmənt/






noun




promotion or appointment to a position or office




•
 
after ordination, preferment was fast




•
 
he had passed up endless preferments to remain with her.



















preferred partner






noun




a company, person, country, etc., that is the primary choice as another's business partner




•
 
Microsoft's preferred partner for this kind of work nowadays is MainSoft.




















preferred stock

 
/prəˈfərd ˈstäk/






noun




stock that entitles the holder to a fixed dividend, whose payment takes priority over that of common-stock dividends.













prefetch

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/prēˈfeCH /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (data) from main memory to temporary storage in readiness for later use.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈprēˌfeCH /



1.
 
a process or instance of prefetching data.













prefigure

 
/prēˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be an early indication or version of (something)




•
 
the Hussite movement prefigured the Reformation.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 imagine beforehand




•
 
she had prefigured her small pilgrimage as made in solitude.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prefiguration

 
/prēˌfiɡyəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
prefigurative

 
/prēˈfiɡyərədiv /






adjective













3.
 
prefigurement






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
praefigurare

 ‘represent beforehand,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
figurare

 ‘to form, fashion.’






prefix

 
/ˈprēˌfiks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word, letter, or number placed before another




•
 
add the prefix 83 to the extension number.










2.
 
an element placed at the beginning of a word to adjust or qualify its meaning, e.g., 
ex-

 , 
non-

 , 
re-

 or (in some languages) as an inflection.




3.
 
a title placed before a name, e.g., 
Mr

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (something) at the beginning as a prefix or introduction




•
 
a preface is 
prefixed to

 the book.










2.
 
add a prefix or introduction to (something)




•
 
all three-digit numbers will now be 
prefixed by

 580.














III.
 
derivatives





prefixation

 
/ˌprēfikˈsāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): from Old French 
prefixer

 , from Latin 
praefixus

 ‘fixed in front,’ from the verb 
praefigere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
figere

 ‘to fix.’ The noun is from modern Latin 
praefixum

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
praefixus

 , and dates from the mid 17th cent.





preflight

 
/ˌprēˈflīt/






adjective




occurring before a flight in an aircraft




•
 
our detailed preflight briefing.



















prefocus

 
/ˌprēˈfōkəs/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting a light bulb that is designed so that its beam is focused automatically when it is fitted inside a lamp, especially a vehicle headlamp.













preform

 
/ˌprēˈfôrm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preformed

 )


1.
 
form (something) beforehand




•
 
a preformed pool.




















preformation

 
/ˌprēˌfôrˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of preforming something.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
‹historical›

 the theory, now discarded, that an embryo develops from a complete miniature version of the organism.

Often contrasted with epigenesis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





preformationist

 
/-ist /






noun, adjective





















prefrontal

 
/ˌprēˈfrən(t)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 in or relating to the foremost part of the frontal lobe of the brain




•
 
the prefrontal cortex.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 relating to or denoting a bone in front of the eye socket in some lower vertebrates (equivalent to part of the human ethmoid bone).








II.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a prefrontal bone.













pregame

 
/ˈprēˌɡām /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an event that occurs immediately before a particular sports game




•
 
he threw out the first pitch during the pregame ceremonies.














II.
 
noun




a television or radio program in which commentators discuss a sports game that is about to take place




•
 
the comments in question were made during last night's pregame.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 drink alcohol before attending an event or social function




•
 
a lot of the teenagers had pregamed before they got there.



















pregaming

 
/ˈprēˌɡāmiNG/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the action or practice of drinking alcohol before attending an event or social function




•
 
in recent years these dances have turned into excuses for massive amounts of pregaming.



















pregenital

 
/prēˈjenədl/






adjective



1.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 relating to psychosexual development before the genital phase.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 situated in front of the genital region.













preggers

 
/ˈpreɡərz/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a woman) pregnant.













preglacial

 
/prēˈɡlāSHəl/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a time before a glacial period.













pregnable

 
/ˈpreɡnəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




vulnerable to attack; not impregnable




•
 
the fort's pregnable approaches.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prenable

 , literally ‘takable,’ from Latin 
prehendere

 ‘seize.’ The 
g

 was sometimes written in French, perhaps indicating palatal 
n

 , but has come to be pronounced as a separate sound in English.





pregnancy

 
/ˈpreɡnənsē/






noun




the condition or period of being pregnant




•
 
the first weeks of pregnancy




•
 
a straightforward pregnancy.



















pregnancy sickness






noun




another term for morning sickness
 .













pregnant

 
/ˈpreɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a woman or female animal) having a child or young developing in the uterus




•
 
a pregnant woman




•
 
she was heavily 
pregnant with

 her second child




•
 
she was six months pregnant.










2.
 
full of meaning; significant or suggestive




•
 
a pregnant pause




•
 
a development 
pregnant with

 implications.














II.
 
derivatives





pregnantly

 
/ˈpreɡnən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praegnant-

 , probably from 
prae

 ‘before’ + the base of 
gnasci

 ‘be born.’





preheat

 
/prēˈhēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heat (something, especially an oven or grill) beforehand




•
 
preheat the oven to 350°.



















prehensile

 
/prēˈhensəl prēˈhensīl/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of an animal's limb or tail) capable of grasping.








II.
 
derivatives





prehensility

 
/ˈˌprēˌhenˈsilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
préhensile

 , from Latin 
prehens-

 ‘grasped,’ from the verb 
prehendere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
hendere

 ‘to grasp.’





prehension

 
/prēˈhen(t)SHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Psychology]

 the action of grasping or seizing.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 an interaction of a subject with an event or entity that involves perception but not necessarily cognition.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
prehensio(n-)

 , from 
prehendere

 ‘to grasp.’





prehistoric

 
/ˌprē(h)iˈstôrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the period before written records




•
 
prehistoric man.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very old, primitive, or out of date




•
 
my dad's electric typewriter was a prehistoric machine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prehistorian

 
/-ˈstôrēən /






noun













2.
 
prehistorically

 
/ˌprē(h)iˈstôrək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
préhistorique

 (see pre-
 , historic
 ).





prehistory

 
/prēˈhist(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
the period of time before written records




•
 
myths that stretch back into prehistory.










2.
 
the events or conditions leading up to a particular occurrence or phenomenon




•
 
the prehistory of capitalism.



















prehospital

 
/prēˈhäspidl/






adjective




relating to procedures administered or care provided prior to a patient's arrival at a hospital




•
 
the bandage was developed primarily for a prehospital setting.



















prehypertension

 
/ˌprēˌhīpərˈtenSHən/





I.
 
noun




the condition of having blood pressure between 120/80 mmHg and 139/89 mmHg, considered an indication of risk for hypertension.








II.
 
derivatives





prehypertensive

 
/-siv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 21st cent.





preignition

 
/ˌprēiɡˈniSH(ə)n/






noun




the premature combustion of the fuel–air mixture in an internal combustion engine.













preimplantation

 
/ˌprēimˌplanˈtāSH(ə)n/






adjective






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 occurring or existing between the fertilization of an ovum and its implantation in the wall of the uterus.













preindustrial

 
/ˌprēinˈdəstrēəl/






adjective




of or relating to a time before industrialization




•
 
a preindustrial society.



















preinstall

 
/ˌprēinˈstôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 preinstal






verb




another term for preload
 .













prejudge

 
/prēˈjəj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a judgment on (an issue or person) prematurely and without having adequate information




•
 
it is wrong to prejudge an issue on the basis of speculation.














II.
 
derivatives





prejudgment

 
prejudgement






noun






















prejudice

 
/ˈprejədəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or actual experience




•
 
English 
prejudice against

 foreigners




•
 
anti-Jewish prejudices.










2.
 
dislike, hostility, or unjust behavior deriving from unfounded opinions




•
 
accusations of racial prejudice.










3.
 


[chiefly Law]

 harm or injury that results or may result from some action or judgment




•
 
prejudice resulting from delay in the institution of the proceedings.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give rise to prejudice in (someone); make biased




•
 
the statement might prejudice the jury.










2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 cause harm to (a state of affairs)




•
 
delay is likely to prejudice the child's welfare.














III.
 
phrases





without prejudice








[Law]

 without detriment to any existing right or claim




•
 
the payment was made 
without

 any 
prejudice to

 her rights.





















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French, from Latin 
praejudicium

 , from 
prae

 ‘in advance’ + 
judicium

 ‘judgment.’





prejudiced

 
/ˈprejədəst/






adjective




having or showing a dislike or distrust that is derived from prejudice; bigoted




•
 
people are 
prejudiced against

 us




•
 
prejudiced views.



















prejudicial

 
/ˌprejəˈdiSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




harmful to someone or something; detrimental




•
 
the behavior is 
prejudicial to

 good order and discipline.














II.
 
derivatives





prejudicially

 
/ˌprejəˈdiSHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prejudiciel

 , from 
prejudice

 (see prejudice
 ).





prekindergarten

 
/prēˈkindərˌɡärtn, -ˌɡärdn /

 
pre-K






noun




day care with some educational content for children younger than five, provided by elementary schools or preschools.













prelacy

 
/ˈpreləsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 the government of the Christian Church by clerics of high social rank and power.




2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 the office or rank of a prelate.




3.
 
(
the prelacy

 )
 — 

‹chiefly archaic›

 prelates collectively.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
prelacie

 , from medieval Latin 
prelatia

 , from 
praelatus

 (see prelate
 ).





prelapsarian

 
/ˌprēlapˈserēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Theology]

 
‹literary›

 characteristic of the time before the Fall of Man; innocent and unspoiled




•
 
a prelapsarian Eden of astonishing plenitude.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pre-
 ‘before,’ on the pattern of 
sublapsarian

 .






prelate

 
/ˈprelət/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹historical›

 a bishop or other high ecclesiastical dignitary.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prelatic

 
/prəˈladik /






adjective













2.
 
prelatical

 
/priˈlatikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prelat

 , from medieval Latin 
praelatus

 ‘civil dignitary,’ past participle (used as a noun) of Latin 
praeferre

 ‘carry before,’ also ‘place before in esteem.’





prelature

 
/ˈpreləˌCHər ˈpreləˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office, rank, or sphere of authority of a prelate.




2.
 
(
the prelature

 )
 — prelates collectively.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
prélature

 , from medieval Latin 
praelatura

 , from 
praelatus

 ‘civil dignitary’ (see prelate
 ).





prelaunch

 
/prēˈlônCH, -ˈlänCH/






adjective




concerning activities or conditions before the launch of a spacecraft, campaign, product, etc.













prelife

 
/prēˈlīf/






adjective



1.
 
prior to the appearance of life forms on earth




•
 
prelife molecules.










2.
 
(often in religious contexts) prior to a particular life or stage of life.













prelim

 
/ˈprēlim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an event that precedes or prepares for another, in particular




2.
 


‹informal›

 a preliminary examination, especially at a college.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a preliminary round in an athletic competition




•
 
the prelims of the 400-meter free relay.










4.
 
(
prelims

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the pages preceding the main text of a book, including the title, contents, and preface.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of preliminary
 .






preliminary

 
/prəˈliməˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




denoting an action or event preceding or done in preparation for something fuller or more important




•
 
preliminary talks




•
 
the discussions were seen as 
preliminary to

 the policy paper.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or event preceding or preparing for something fuller or more important




•
 
the bombardment was resumed as 
a preliminary to

 an infantry attack.










2.
 
(
preliminaries

 )
 — business or talk, especially of a formulaic or polite nature, taking place before an action or event




•
 
she began speaking, without preliminaries.










3.
 
a preliminary round in a sporting competition.




4.
 
(
preliminaries

 )
 — fuller form of prelims
 (see prelim
 (
sense

 2)).








III.
 
phrases





preliminary to






preparatory to; in advance of.












IV.
 
derivatives





preliminarily

 
/prəˌliməˈnerəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
praeliminaris

 or French 
préliminaire

 , from Latin 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
limen

 , 
limin-

 ‘threshold.’





prelingually deaf

 
/prēˌliNGɡwəlē ˈdef/






adjective




deaf from birth or from a time in infancy before the development of the ability to speak.













prelinguistic

 
/ˌprēliNGˈɡwistik/






adjective




of or at a stage before the development of language (by the human species) or the acquisition of speech (by a child).













preliterate

 
/prēˈlidərət/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a society or culture that has not developed the use of writing.














preload





I.
 
verb

 — 
/prēˈlōd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
load beforehand




•
 
the software comes preloaded on the PC.










2.
 
give (a mechanical component) an internal load independent of any working load, typically in order to reduce distortion or noise in operation.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈprēlōd /



1.
 
something loaded or applied as a load beforehand




•
 
prices include DOS and Windows preload.



















preloved

 
/prēˈləvd/






adjective






‹informal›

 previously owned; secondhand




•
 
preloved toys are just as appealing.



















prelude

 
/ˈprelˌ(y)o͞od ˈprāˌl(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or event serving as an introduction to something more important




•
 
education cannot simply be 
a prelude to

 a career.










2.
 
an introductory piece of music, most commonly an orchestral opening to an act of an opera, the first movement of a suite, or a piece preceding a fugue.




3.
 
a short introductory piece of music, especially for the piano.




4.
 
the introductory part of a poem or other literary work.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
serve as a prelude or introduction to




•
 
the bombardment preluded an all-out final attack.














III.
 
derivatives





preludial

 
/priˈlo͞odēəl, prā- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
prélude

 , from medieval Latin 
praeludium

 , from Latin 
praeludere

 ‘play beforehand,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
ludere

 ‘to play.’





prem.






abbreviation




premium.













premalignant

 
/ˌprēməˈliɡnənt/






adjective




another term for precancerous
 .













premarital

 
/prēˈmerədl/





I.
 
adjective




occurring or existing before marriage




•
 
premarital sex.














II.
 
derivatives





premaritally






adverb





















premaster

 
/prēˈmastər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 make a master copy of (data) on a hard disk before writing it to a CD-ROM.













prematch

 
/prēˈmaCH/






adjective




in or relating to the period before a sports match




•
 
his prematch press conference.




















premature

 
/ˌprēməˈCHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring or done before the usual or proper time; too early




•
 
the sun can cause premature aging




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it would be premature to do so at this stage.










2.
 
(of a baby) born before the end of the full term of gestation, especially three or more weeks before.








II.
 
derivatives





prematurity

 
/-ˈCHo͝oritē, -ˈt(y)o͝or- /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘ripe, mature’): from Latin 
praematurus

 ‘very early,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
maturus

 ‘ripe.’





prematurely

 
/ˌprēməˈCHo͝orlē/






adverb




before the due time; ahead of time




•
 
his son died prematurely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
prematurely gray hair.



















premaxillary

 
/prēˈmaksəˌlerē/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated in front of the maxilla.













premed

 
/ˌprēˈmed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a program of premedical studies.




2.
 
a student in a premed program.




3.
 
short for premedication
 .








II.
 
adjective




short for premedical
 .














premedical

 
/prēˈmedək(ə)l/






adjective




of, relating to, or engaged in study in preparation for medical school.














premedication

 
/ˌprēmedəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




medication that is given in preparation for an operation or other treatment.













premeditate

 
/prēˈmedətāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
premeditated

 )


1.
 
think out or plan (an action, especially a crime) beforehand




•
 
premeditated murder.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
premeditation

 ): from Latin 
praemeditat-

 ‘thought out before,’ from the verb 
praemeditari

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
meditari

 ‘meditate.’





premeditation

 
/prēˌmedəˈtāSHən/






noun




the action of planning something (especially a crime) beforehand




•
 
the defendant said there was no planning or premeditation.



















premenopausal

 
/ˌprēˌmenəˈpôzəl/






adjective




of or in the period of a woman's life immediately preceding menopause.













premenstrual

 
/prēˈmenstr(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of, occurring, or experienced before menstruation




•
 
premenstrual tension.














II.
 
derivatives





premenstrually






adverb





















premenstrual syndrome

 
/prēˈmenztr(əw)əl prēˈmenstr(əw)əl ˈsinˌdrōm /

 
PMS






noun




any of a complex of symptoms (including emotional tension and fluid retention) experienced by some women in the days immediately before menstruation.














premier

 
/prəˈmir/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
first in importance, order, or position; leading




•
 
Germany's premier rock band




•
 
the premier national publication.










2.
 
of earliest creation




•
 
the premier issue of the quarterly.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a prime minister or other head of government.




2.
 
(in Australia and Canada) the chief minister of a government of a state or province.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, ‘first,’ from Latin 
primarius

 ‘principal.’






premier cru

 
/prəˈmyā ˈkrY, ˈkrē/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in French official classifications) a wine of a superior grade, or the vineyard that produces it.

Compare with grand cru
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘first growth.’





premiere

 
/prēˈmyer prēˈmir/





I.
 
noun




the first performance of a musical or theatrical work or the first showing of a movie.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give the first performance of




•
 
his first stage play was premiered at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a musical or theatrical work or a film) have its first performance




•
 
the show premiered in New York this week.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: French 
première

 , feminine of 
premier

 ‘first’ (see premier
 ).





Premier League






the top division of professional soccer in England and Wales


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a Premier League team.















premiership

 
/prəˈmirSHip/






noun




the office or position of a prime minister or other head of government.













premillennial

 
/ˌprēməˈlenēəl/






adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring before a new millennium.




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 relating to or believing in premillennialism.














premillennialism

 
/ˌprēməˈlenēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




(among some Christian Protestants) the doctrine that the prophesied millennium of blessedness will begin with the imminent Second Coming of Christ.

Compare with postmillennialism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





premillennialist






noun





















Preminger, Otto

 
/ˈpreminjər/






(1906–86), US movie director, born in Austria; full name 
Otto Ludwig Preminger

 . Notable productions: 
The Moon Is Blue

 (1953), 
The Man with the Golden Arm

 (1955), and 
Bonjour Tristesse

 (1958).









premise

 
/ˈpreməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 a previous statement or proposition from which another is inferred or follows as a conclusion




•
 
if the premise is true, then the conclusion must be true.










2.
 


[Logic]

 an assertion or proposition which forms the basis for a work or theory




•
 
the fundamental premise of the report.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
premise something on/upon

 )


1.
 
base an argument, theory, or undertaking on




•
 
the reforms were premised on our findings.










2.
 
state or presuppose (something) as a premise


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
one school of thought premised that the cosmos is indestructible.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 state by way of introduction


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I will premise generally that I hate lecturing.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
premisse

 , from medieval Latin 
praemissa (propositio

 ) ‘(proposition) set in front,’ from Latin 
praemittere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’





premises

 
/ˈpreməsəz/






plural noun




a house or building, together with its land and outbuildings, occupied by a business or considered in an official context




•
 
business premises




•
 
supplying alcoholic liquor for consumption 
on the premises

 .




















premium

 
/ˈprēmēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount to be paid for an insurance policy.




2.
 
a sum added to an ordinary price or charge




•
 
customers are reluctant to pay a premium for organic fruit.










3.
 
a sum added to interest or wages; a bonus.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting a commodity or product of superior quality and therefore a higher price




•
 
premium beers.










5.
 


[Stock Market]

 the amount by which the price of a share or other security exceeds its issue price, its nominal value, or the value of the assets it represents




•
 
the fund has traded at a premium of 12%.










6.
 
something given as a reward, prize, or incentive




•
 
the Society of Arts awarded him a premium.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a premium





a.
 
scarce and in demand




•
 
space was at a premium.










b.
 
above the usual or nominal price




•
 
books with pristine dust jackets are less common and sell at a premium.















2.
 
put (or place) a premium on






regard or treat as particularly valuable or important




•
 
he put a premium on peace and stability.





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘reward, prize’): from Latin 
praemium

 ‘booty, reward,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
emere

 ‘buy, take.’





premix





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌprēˈmiks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mix in advance




•
 
I premix all my colors.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈprēmiks /



1.
 
a mixture that is provided already mixed, in particular




2.
 
a ready-mixed feed for cattle or horses.




3.
 
a preparation of the dry components of a building material such as concrete or plaster.













premodern

 
/prēˈmädərn/






adjective




anticipating the modern phase or period of something while not actually belonging to it




•
 
our nostalgia for premodern times when natural bonds to kith and kin were unshakable continues to surface.



















premolar

 
/prēˈmōlər/






noun




a tooth situated between the canine and the molar teeth. An adult human normally has eight, two in each jaw on each side.













premonition

 
/ˌprēməˈniSH(ə)n ˌpreməˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a strong feeling that something is about to happen, especially something unpleasant




•
 
he had 
a premonition of

 imminent disaster.














II.
 
derivatives





premonitory

 
/prēˈmänəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘warning’): from French 
prémonition

 , from late Latin 
praemonitio(n-)

 , from Latin 
praemonere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
monere

 ‘warn.’





premorbid

 
/ˌprēˈmôrbəd/






adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Psychiatry]

 preceding the occurrence of symptoms of disease or disorder.













premotor

 
/ˌprēˈmōdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the anterior part of the motor cortex in the frontal lobe of the brain, which is concerned with coordinating voluntary movement.













premultiply

 
/prēˈməltəˌplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Mathematics]

 multiply (a vector, matrix, or element of a group) noncommutatively by a preceding factor.








II.
 
derivatives





premultiplication

 
/-ˌməltəpliˈkāSHən /






noun





















prenatal

 
/prēˈnādl/





I.
 
adjective




before birth; during or relating to pregnancy




•
 
prenatal development.














II.
 
derivatives





prenatally

 
/-ˈnātl-ē /






adverb





















pre-need

 
/ˌprēˈnēd/






adjective




denoting a scheme in which one pays in advance for a service or facility




•
 
pre-need funeral sales.



















prentice

 
/ˈpren(t)əs/





I.
 
noun, verb




archaic term for apprentice
 .








II.
 
derivatives





prenticeship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















prenup

 
/ˈprēˌnəp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a prenuptial agreement.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation.





prenuptial

 
/prēˈnəpSHəl/






adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring before marriage




•
 
prenuptial pregnancy.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 existing or occurring before mating.













prenuptial agreement

 
/prēˌnəp(t)SHəl əˈɡrēmənt/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an agreement made by a couple before they marry concerning the ownership of their respective assets should the marriage fail.













preoccupation

 
/ˌprēäkyəˈpāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being preoccupied or engrossed with something




•
 
his 
preoccupation with

 politics.










2.
 
a subject or matter that engrosses someone




•
 
their main preoccupation was how to feed their families.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (first used in rhetoric in the sense ‘anticipating and meeting objections beforehand’): from Latin 
praeoccupatio(n-)

 , from 
praeoccupare

 ‘seize beforehand’ (see preoccupy
 ).






preoccupy

 
/prēˈäkyəˌpī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a matter or subject) dominate or engross the mind of (someone) to the exclusion of other thoughts




•
 
his mother was 
preoccupied with

 paying the bills




•
 (as 
adj.

 
preoccupied

 )
 
she seemed a bit preoccupied.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from pre-
 + occupy
 , suggested by Latin 
praeoccupare

 ‘seize beforehand.’





preocular

 
/prēˈäkyələr/






adjective




in front of the eye.













pre-Oedipal

 
/prēˈedəpəl, -ˈēdə-/






adjective






[Psychology]

 existing or occurring before the onset of the Oedipal phase of development.

See Oedipus complex
 .













pre-op

 
/ˈprēäp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




short for preoperative
 .








II.
 
noun




a tranquilizing injection or other treatment administered in preparation for a surgical operation.














preoperative

 
/prēˈäpərədiv/





I.
 
adjective




denoting, administered in, or occurring in the period before a surgical operation.








II.
 
derivatives





preoperatively






adverb





















preorbital

 
/prēˈôrbədl/






adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 situated in front of the orbit or eye socket.













preordain

 
/ˌprēôrˈdān/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be preordained

 )


1.
 
decide or determine (an outcome or course of action) beforehand




•
 
you might think the company's success was preordained




•
 (as 
adj.

 
preordained

 )
 
a divinely preordained plan of creation.



















preorder

 
/priˈôrdər/





I.
 
verb




order (an item of merchandise) before it is available, with the understanding that it will be shipped later.








II.
 
noun




an order for an item that has not yet been made commercially available.













pre-owned

 
/prēˈōnd/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 secondhand.













prep1


 
/prep /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare (something); make ready




•
 
scores of volunteers help prep the food.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare oneself for an event




•
 
to prep for his role he trimmed his unruly locks.














II.
 
noun




preparation




•
 
I do the prep




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
I had virtually no prep time.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of prepare
 or preparation
 .





prep2


 
/prep/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a student or graduate of a prep school




•
 
preps as well as Westerners with Ivy League degrees.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of preparatory
 .





prep.






abbreviation




preposition.













prepackage

 
/prēˈpakij/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
prepackaged

 )


1.
 
pack or wrap (goods, especially food) on the site of production or before sale




•
 
prepackaged lasagnas.



















prepaid

 
/ˌprēˈpād/






past and past participle of prepay
 .










preparation

 
/ˌprepəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of making ready or being made ready for use or consideration




•
 
the preparation of a draft contract




•
 
the project is 
in preparation

 .










2.
 
(usu. 
preparations

 )
 — something done to get ready for an event or undertaking




•
 
she continued her 
preparations for

 the party.










3.
 
a substance that is specially made up and usually sold, especially a medicine or food.




4.
 
a specimen that has been prepared for scientific or medical examination




•
 
a microscope preparation.










5.
 


[Music]

 (in conventional harmony) the sounding of the discordant note in a chord in the preceding chord where it is not discordant, lessening the effect of the discord.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
praeparatio(n-)

 , from 
praeparare

 ‘make ready before’ (see prepare
 ).





preparative

 
/prēˈperədiv/





I.
 
adjective




preparatory.








II.
 
noun




a thing that acts as a preparation




•
 
schools where parents send children as a preparative for worldly success.














III.
 
derivatives





preparatively






adverb






















preparatory

 
/prəˈperəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as or carrying out preparation for a task or undertaking




•
 
more preparatory work is needed.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 relating to education in a prep school




•
 
preparatory schooling.














II.
 
phrases





preparatory to






as a preparation for




•
 
she applied her makeup preparatory to leaving.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
praeparatorius

 , from 
praeparat-

 ‘made ready beforehand,’ from the verb 
praeparare

 (see prepare
 ).





preparatory school






noun




fuller form of prep school
 .














prepare

 
/prəˈper/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) ready for use or consideration




•
 
prepare a brief summary of the article.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
prepared

 )
 — created in advance; preplanned




•
 
the spokesman was reading a prepared statement.










3.
 
make (food or a meal) ready for cooking or eating




•
 
she was busy preparing lunch.










4.
 
make (someone) ready or able to do or deal with something




•
 
schools should 
prepare

 children 
for

 life




•
 
by this time I was 
prepared for

 anything




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she took time off to 
prepare for

 her exams.










5.
 
(
be prepared to do something

 )
 — be willing to do something




•
 
I wasn't prepared to go along with that.










6.
 
make (a chemical product) by a reaction or series of reactions.




7.
 


[Music]

 (in conventional harmony) lead up to (a discord) by means of preparation.








II.
 
derivatives





preparer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
préparer

 or Latin 
praeparare

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
parare

 ‘make ready.’





preparedness

 
/prəˈper(ə)dnəs/






noun




a state of readiness, especially for war




•
 
the country maintained a high level of military preparedness.



















prepared piano






noun




a piano with objects placed on or between the strings, or some strings retuned, to produce an unusual tonal effect.














prepay

 
/prēˈpā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
prepaid

 )


1.
 
pay for in advance




•
 
prepaid health plans.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prepayable






adjective













2.
 
prepayment

 
/prēˈpāmənt /






noun





















prepd.






abbreviation




prepared.













prepend

 
/prēˈpend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (something) to the beginning of something else




•
 
you forgot to prepend ‘I personally believe’ to the statements you are making.










2.
 


[Computing]

 attach (a piece of data) to the beginning of another




•
 
in this case, you must prepend the server name to the database name, separated by a period.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of prefix
 + append
 .





prepense

 
/prēˈpens/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 
[chiefly Law]

 deliberate; intentional




•
 
malice prepense.














II.
 
derivatives





prepensely






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: alteration of 
prepensed

 , past participle of obsolete 
prepense

 , from Old French 
purpenser

 , from 
por-

 ‘beforehand’ + 
penser

 ‘think.’ The prefix 
pre-

 was substituted to emphasize the notion of ‘beforehand.’





preplan

 
/ˈprēˌplan/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preplanned

 )


1.
 
plan in advance




•
 
a preplanned route.



















prepn.






abbreviation




preparation.













prepolymer

 
/prēˈpäləmər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance that represents an intermediate stage in polymerization, and can be usefully manipulated before polymerization is completed.













preponderance

 
/prəˈpänd(ə)rəns/






noun




the quality or fact of being greater in number, quantity, or importance




•
 
the preponderance of women among older people




•
 
forests with a preponderance of Apache pine.



















preponderant

 
/prəˈpänd(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective




predominant in influence, number, or importance




•
 
the preponderant influence of the US within the alliance.














II.
 
derivatives





preponderantly

 
/prēˈpänd(ə)rəntlē prəˈpänd(ə)rəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praeponderant-

 ‘weighing more,’ from the verb 
praeponderare

 (see preponderate
 ).






preponderate

 
/prēˈpänd(ə)ˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be greater in number, influence, or importance




•
 
the advantages 
preponderate over

 this apparent disadvantage.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘weigh more, have greater intellectual weight’): from Latin 
praeponderat-

 ‘of greater weight,’ from the verb 
praeponderare

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
ponderare

 ‘weigh, consider.’





prepose

 
/prēˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Linguistics]

 place (an element or word) in front of another.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘place in authority’): from French 
préposer

 , suggested by Latin 
praeponere

 ‘put before.’






preposition

 
/ˌprepəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word governing, and usually preceding, a noun or pronoun and expressing a relation to another word or element in the clause, as in “the man 
on

 the platform,” “she arrived 
after

 dinner,” “what did you do it 
for

 ?”








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prepositional

 
/ˈˌprepəˈziSHənl ˈˌprepəˈziSHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
prepositionally

 
/ˌprepəˈziSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praepositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
praeponere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
ponere

 ‘to place.’ / 
usage:

 There is a traditional view, as set forth by the 17th-century poet and dramatist John Dryden, that it is incorrect to put a preposition at the end of a sentence, as in where do you come 
from

 ? or she's not a writer I've ever come 
across

 . The rule was formulated on the basis that, since in Latin a preposition cannot come after the word it governs or is linked with, the same should be true of English. What this rule fails to take into account is that English is not like Latin in this respect, and in many cases (particularly in questions and with phrasal verbs) the attempt to move the preposition produces awkward, unnatural-sounding results. Winston Churchill famously objected to the rule, saying “This is the sort of English 
up with

 which I will not 
put

 .” In standard English the placing of a preposition at the end of a sentence is widely accepted, provided the use sounds natural and the meaning is clear.





prepositional object

 
/ˌprepəˈziSHənl ˈäbjəkt, -jekt/






noun






[Grammar]

 a noun phrase governed by a preposition.













prepositional phrase






noun




a modifying phrase consisting of a preposition and its object.













prepositive

 
/prēˈpäzədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 (of a word, particle, etc.) placed in front of the word that it governs or modifies.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
praepositivus

 (see pre-
 , positive
 ).





prepossessing

 
/ˌprēpəˈzesiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
attractive or appealing in appearance




•
 
he was not a prepossessing sight.














II.
 
derivatives





prepossession

 
/ˌprēpəˈzeSH(ə)n /






noun





















preposterous

 
/prəˈpäst(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




contrary to reason or common sense; utterly absurd or ridiculous




•
 
a preposterous suggestion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preposterously

 
/prēˈpäst(ə)rəslē prəˈpäst(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
preposterousness

 
/prəˈpäst(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
praeposterus

 ‘reversed, absurd’ (from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
posterus

 ‘coming after’) + -ous
 .





prepotent

 
/ˌprēˈpōtnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
greater than others in power or influence.




2.
 
(of a breeding animal) showing great effectiveness in transmitting hereditary characteristics to its offspring.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prepotence

 
/ˌprēˈpōt(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
prepotency






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praepotent-

 ‘having greater power,’ from 
prae

 ‘before, ahead’ + 
posse

 ‘be able.’





prepper

 
/ˈprepər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who believes a catastrophic disaster or emergency is likely to occur in the future and makes active preparations for it, typically by stockpiling food, ammunition, and other supplies




•
 
there's no agreement among preppers about what disaster is most imminent




•
 
whether you're a doomsday prepper or simply like to be prepared, emergency foods should be kept on hand.



















prepping

 
/ˈprepiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of preparing something, or preparing for something




•
 
after hours of prepping and cooking and stressing and a few near-breakdowns, Thanksgiving was wonderful.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the practice of making active preparations for a possible catastrophic disaster or emergency, typically by stockpiling food, ammunition, and other supplies




•
 
prepping is a way of life and there is always something new to learn, tasks to do, and gear to purchase.



















preppy

 
/ˈprepē /

 

‹informal chiefly US›


 
preppie





I.
 
noun




a student or graduate of an expensive prep school or a person resembling such a student in dress or appearance.








II.
 
adjective




of or typical of a student or graduate of an expensive prep school, especially with reference to their style of dress




•
 
the preppy look.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from prep school
 + -y
 2
 .





preprandial

 
/prēˈprandēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 done or taken before dinner or lunch




•
 
a preprandial glass of sherry.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 
[Medicine]

 occurring or done before a meal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from pre-
 ‘before’ + Latin 
prandium

 ‘a meal’ + -al
 .





prepreg

 
/ˌprēˈpreɡ/





I.
 
noun




a fibrous material preimpregnated with a particular synthetic resin, used in making reinforced plastics.











– origin

 1950s: from pre-
 ‘before’ + (
im)preg(nated

 ).





prepress

 
/ˌprēˈpres/






adjective




of or relating to typesetting, page layout, and other work done on a publication before it is actually printed.













preprint





I.
 
verb

 — 
/prēˈprēnt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preprinted

 )


1.
 
print (something) in advance




•
 
a preprinted form.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈprēˌprint /



1.
 
something that is printed in advance, especially a part of a work printed and issued before general publication of that work.













preprocess

 
/prēˈpräsəs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (data) to preliminary processing.













preprocessor

 
/prēˈpräsˌesər, -ˈprōsˌesər, -əsər/






noun




a computer program that modifies data to conform with the input requirements of another program.













preproduction

 
/ˌprēprəˈdəkSHən/






noun




work done on a product, especially a film or broadcast program, before full-scale production begins


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the preproduction script.



















preprogram

 
/prēˈprōɡram/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preprogrammed

 )


1.
 
program (a computer or other electronic device) in advance for ease of use




•
 
a preprogrammed function key.










2.
 
program (something) into a computer or other electronic device before use




•
 
preprogrammed messages.




















prep school

 
/ˈprep ˌsko͞ol/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a private school that prepares students for college.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a private school for students between the ages of seven and thirteen.













prepubertal

 
/prēˈpyo͞obərdl/





I.
 
adjective




another term for prepubescent
 .








II.
 
derivatives





prepuberty

 
/ˌprēˈpyo͞obərdē /






noun






















prepubescent

 
/ˌprēpyo͞oˈbes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or in the period preceding puberty




•
 
a prepubescent girl.














II.
 
noun




a prepubescent boy or girl.








III.
 
derivatives





prepubescence






noun





















prepublication

 
/ˌprēpəbləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




issued or occurring before publication




•
 
prepublication censorship.














II.
 
noun




publication in advance.














prepuce

 
/ˈprēˌpyo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 technical term for foreskin
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the fold of skin surrounding the clitoris.








II.
 
derivatives





preputial

 
/prēˈpyo͞oSHəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
prépuce

 , from Latin 
praeputium

 .





prequalify

 
/prēˈkwäləˌfī/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
qualify in advance to take part in something


(as 
adj.

 
prequalifying

 )


•
 
players who fail at the prequalifying stage.



















prequel

 
/ˈprēkwəl/





I.
 
noun




a story or movie containing events that precede those of an existing work




•
 
the film is 
a prequel to

 the cult TV series.

















– origin

 1970s: from pre-
 ‘before’ + sequel
 .





Pre-Raphaelite

 
/prēˈraf(ē)əlīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of a group of English 19th-century artists, including Holman Hunt, Millais, and D. G. Rossetti, who consciously sought to emulate the simplicity and sincerity of the work of Italian artists from before the time of Raphael.

Seven young English artists and writers founded the 
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood

 in 1848 as a reaction against the slick sentimentality and academic convention of much Victorian art. Their work is characterized by strong line and color, naturalistic detail, and often biblical or literary subjects. The group began to disperse in the 1850s, and the term became applied to the rather different later work of Rossetti, and that of Burne-Jones and William Morris, in which a romantic and decorative depiction of classical and medieval themes had come to predominate.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Pre-Raphaelites.




2.
 
of a style or appearance associated with the later pre-Raphaelites or especially with the women they frequently used as models, with long, thick, wavy auburn hair, pale skin, and a fey demeanor.








III.
 
derivatives





Pre-Raphaelitism

 
/prē ˈräfēəˌlīˌtizəm prē ˈräfēəˌlīdizəm prē ˈrafēəˌlīˌtizəm prē ˈrafēəˌlīdizəm /






noun





















prerecord

 
/ˌprēriˈkôrd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
prerecorded

 )


1.
 
record (sound or film) in advance




•
 
a prerecorded talk.










2.
 
record sound on (a tape or other medium) beforehand.













preregistration

 
/ˌprēˌrejəˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of registering or being registered in advance




•
 
members are entitled to free preregistration.



















prerelease

 
/ˌprērəˈlēs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a record, movie, or other product that has not yet been generally released




•
 
a prerelease version of the software.










2.
 
of or relating to the period before the release of a suspect or prisoner.








II.
 
noun




a movie, record, or other product given restricted availability before being generally released.













prerequisite

 
/prēˈrekwəzət/





I.
 
noun




a thing that is required as a prior condition for something else to happen or exist




•
 
sponsorship is not 
a prerequisite for

 any of our courses.














II.
 
adjective




required as a prior condition




•
 
the student must have the prerequisite skills.

















usage:

 See usage at perquisite
 .





prerogative

 
/prəˈräɡədiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a right or privilege exclusive to a particular individual or class




•
 
owning an automobile was still the prerogative of the rich.










2.
 
a faculty or property distinguishing a person or class




•
 
it's not a female prerogative to feel insecure.










3.
 
(also 
royal prerogative

 )
 — the right of the sovereign, which in British law is theoretically subject to no restriction.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 arising from the prerogative of the Crown (usually delegated to the government or the judiciary) and based in common law rather than statutory law




•
 
the monarch retained the formal prerogative power to appoint the Prime Minister.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
praerogativa

 ‘(the verdict of) the political division that was chosen to vote first in the assembly,’ feminine (used as noun) of 
praerogativus

 ‘asked first,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’





prerogative court






noun






‹historical›

 (in the UK) either of two ecclesiastical courts at Canterbury and York formerly responsible for the probate of wills involving property in more than one diocese.













prerogative of mercy






noun




the right and power of a sovereign, president, or other supreme authority to commute a death sentence, to change the mode of execution, or to pardon an offender.













pre-roll






noun




an online video advertisement that plays before the start of a video that has been selected for viewing




•
 
we are seeing that 15- and 30-second pre-rolls are effective when users want premium content




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
only five percent of users paid attention to pre-roll ads.



















Pres.






abbreviation




President.













presage

 
/ˈpresij prəˈsāj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an event) be a sign or warning that (something, typically something bad) will happen




•
 
the outcome of the game presaged the coming year.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) predict




•
 
lands he could measure, terms and tides presage.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sign or warning that something, typically something bad, will happen; an omen or portent




•
 
the fever was a somber presage of his final illness.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a feeling of presentiment or foreboding




•
 
he had a strong presage that he had only a very short time to live.














III.
 
derivatives





presager






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): via French from Latin 
praesagium

 , from 
praesagire

 ‘forebode,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
sagire

 ‘perceive keenly.’





presale

 
/ˈprēsāl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the time before something is made available for purchase




•
 
presale tickets for the gig went on sale earlier this week




•
 
presale orders have been strong.










2.
 
relating to the time before a period when goods are sold at reduced prices




•
 
the presale price.














II.
 
noun




a sale held or made before an item is made generally available for purchase




•
 
we bought our tickets through a presale six months prior to the concert




•
 
the product is available now for presale.



















Presb.






abbreviation




Presbyterian.













Presby.






abbreviation




Presbyterian.













presbyopia

 
/ˌprezbēˈōpēə ˌpresbēˈōpēə/





I.
 
noun




farsightedness caused by loss of elasticity of the lens of the eye, occurring typically in middle and old age.








II.
 
derivatives





presbyopic

 
/ˌprezbēˈäpik ˌpresbēˈäpik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
presbus

 ‘old man’ + 
ōps

 , 
ōp-

 ‘eye.’






presbyter

 
/ˈprezbədər ˈpresbədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an elder or minister of the Christian Church.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹formal›

 (in Presbyterian churches) an elder.




3.
 


‹historical›

 
‹formal›

 (in Episcopal churches) a minister of the second order, under the authority of a bishop; a priest.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
presbyteral

 
/prezˈbidərəl, pres /






adjective













2.
 
presbyterate

 
/presˈbidəˌrāt prezˈbidəˌrāt /






noun













3.
 
presbyterial

 
/ˈˌprezbəˈˌtirēəl ˈˌpresbəˈˌtirēəl /






adjective













4.
 
presbytership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
presbuteros

 ‘elder’ (used in the New Testament to denote an elder of the early church), comparative of 
presbus

 ‘old (man).’





Presbyterian

 
/ˌprezbəˈtirēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a Christian Church or denomination governed by elders according to the principles of Presbyterianism.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Presbyterian Church.




2.
 
an advocate of the Presbyterian system.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
presbyterium

 (see presbytery
 ) + -an
 .





Presbyterianism

 
/ˌprezbəˈtirēəˌnizəm ˌpresbəˈtirēəˌnizəm/






noun




a form of Protestant Church government in which the church is administered locally by the minister with a group of elected elders of equal rank, and regionally and nationally by representative courts of ministers and elders.

Presbyterianism was first introduced in Geneva in 1541 under John Calvin, in the belief that it best represented the pattern of the early church. There are now many Presbyterian Churches (often called Reformed Churches) worldwide, notably in the Netherlands and Scotland and in countries with which they have historic links (including the US and Northern Ireland).














presbytery

 
/ˈprezbəˌterē ˈpresbəˌterē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a body of church elders and ministers, especially (in Presbyterian churches) an administrative body (court) representing all the local congregations of a district.




2.
 
a district represented by a presbytery.




3.
 
the house of a Roman Catholic parish priest.




4.
 


[chiefly Architecture]

 the eastern part of a church chancel beyond the choir; the sanctuary.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Old French 
presbiterie

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
presbuterion

 , from 
presbuteros

 (see presbyter
 ).





preschool

 
/ˈprēsko͞ol/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the time before a child is old enough to go to kindergarten or elementary school




•
 
a preschool play group.














II.
 
noun




a nursery school




•
 
she goes to preschool.














III.
 
derivatives





preschooler

 
/ˈprēˌsko͞olər /






noun





















prescience

 
/ˈpreSH(ē)əns ˈprēSH(ē)əns/






noun




the fact of knowing something before it takes place; foreknowledge




•
 
with extraordinary prescience, Jung actually predicted the Nazi eruption.



















prescient

 
/ˈpreSH(ē)ənt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing knowledge of events before they take place




•
 
a prescient warning.














II.
 
derivatives





presciently

 
/ˈpreSH(ē)ən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
praescient-

 ‘knowing beforehand,’ from the verb 
praescire

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
scire

 ‘know.’





prescientific

 
/ˌprēsīənˈtifik/






adjective




of or relating to the time before the development of modern science or the application of scientific method.













prescind

 
/prēˈsind/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
prescind from

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 leave out of consideration




•
 
we have prescinded from many vexing issues.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 cut off or separate from something




•
 
his is an idea entirely prescinded from all of the others.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘cut off abruptly or prematurely’): from Latin 
praescindere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
scindere

 ‘to cut.’





Prescott

 
/ˈpreskät/






a historic city in west central Arizona; pop. 42,697 (est. 2008).










prescribe

 
/prəˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a medical practitioner) advise and authorize the use of (a medicine or treatment) for someone, especially in writing




•
 
Dr. Greene prescribed magnesium sulfate




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the doctor prescribed her a drug called amantadine.










2.
 
recommend (a substance or action) as something beneficial




•
 
marriage is often prescribed as a universal remedy.










3.
 
state authoritatively or as a rule that (an action or procedure) should be carried out




•
 
rules prescribing five acts for a play are purely arbitrary




•
 (as 
adj.

 
prescribed

 )
 
doing things in the prescribed manner.














II.
 
derivatives





prescriber






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘confine within bounds,’ also as a legal term meaning ‘claim by prescription’): from Latin 
praescribere

 ‘direct in writing,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’ / 
usage:

 The verbs 
prescribe

 and 
proscribe

 do not have the same meaning. 
Prescribe

 is a much more common word than 
proscribe

 and means either ‘issue a medical prescription’ or ‘recommend with authority’: the doctor 
prescribed

 antibiotics. 
Proscribe

 , on the other hand, is a formal word meaning ‘condemn or forbid’: gambling was strictly 
proscribed

 by the authorities.





prescript

 
/ˈprēˌskript prēˈskript/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹dated›

 an ordinance, law, or command.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
praescriptum

 ‘something directed in writing,’ neuter past participle of 
praescribere

 (see prescribe
 ).





prescription

 
/prəˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instruction written by a medical practitioner that authorizes a patient to be provided a medicine or treatment




•
 
he scribbled a prescription for tranquilizers




•
 
antidepressants available only 
by prescription






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
prescription drugs.










2.
 
the action of prescribing a medicine or treatment




•
 
the unnecessary prescription of antibiotics.










3.
 
a medicine or remedy that is prescribed




•
 
I've got to pick up my prescription.










4.
 
a recommendation that is authoritatively put forward




•
 
effective prescriptions for sustaining rural communities.










5.
 
the authoritative recommendation of an action or procedure




•
 
rather than prescription there would be guidance.










6.
 
(also 
positive prescription

 )
 — 

[Law]

 the establishment of a claim founded on the basis of a long or indefinite period of uninterrupted use or of long-standing custom.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term): via Old French from Latin 
praescriptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
praescribere

 (see prescribe
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 16th cent.






prescriptive

 
/prəˈskriptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the imposition or enforcement of a rule or method




•
 
these guidelines are not intended to be prescriptive.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 attempting to impose rules of correct usage on the users of a language




•
 
a prescriptive grammar book.







Often contrasted with descriptive
 .




3.
 
(of a right, title, or institution) having become legally established or accepted by long usage or the passage of time




•
 
a prescriptive right of way.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 established by long-standing custom or usage




•
 
his regular score at the bar and his prescriptive corner at the winter's fireside.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prescriptively






adverb













2.
 
prescriptiveness






noun













3.
 
prescriptivism

 
/prəˈskriptəˌvizəm /






noun













4.
 
prescriptivist

 
/-vist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
praescriptivus

 ‘relating to a legal exception,’ from 
praescript-

 ‘directed in writing,’ from the verb 
praescribere

 (see prescribe
 ).





preseason

 
/ˌprēˈsēzən/





I.
 
adjective




(of a sporting event) taking place before the regular season.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the period of time before the regular season.













preselect

 
/ˌprēsəˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
select or set in advance




•
 
the personal shopper would preselect clothes for a customer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preselection

 
/ˌprēsəˈlekSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
preselective

 
/-səˈlektiv /






adjective





















preselector

 
/ˌprēsəˈlektər/






noun




a device for selecting a mechanical or electrical operation in advance of its execution.













presence

 
/ˈprezəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or fact of existing, occurring, or being present in a place or thing




•
 
her presence still comforts me




•
 
the presence of chlorine in the atmosphere




•
 
the memorial was unveiled 
in the presence of

 24 veterans.










2.
 
a person or thing that exists or is present in a place but is not seen




•
 
the monks became aware of a strange presence.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a group of people, especially soldiers or police, stationed in a particular place




•
 
the US would maintain a presence in the Indian Ocean region.










4.
 
the impressive manner or appearance of a person




•
 
Richard was not a big man, but his presence was overwhelming




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
he has a real physical presence.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
make one's presence felt






see make oneself felt
 at feel
 .









2.
 
presence of mind






the ability to remain calm and take quick, sensible action




•
 
he had the presence of mind to record the scene on video.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
praesentia

 ‘being at hand,’ from the verb 
praeesse

 (see present
 1
 ).





presence chamber

 
/ˈprezns ˈCHāmbər/






noun




a room, especially one in a palace, in which a monarch or other distinguished person receives visitors.













presenile

 
/prēˈsēˌnīl, -ˈsenˌīl/






adjective




occurring in or characteristic of the period of life preceding old age




•
 
the factors that may predispose women to presenile Alzheimer's disease are not known.




















present1


 
/ˈprez(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) in a particular place




•
 
a doctor must be present at the ringside




•
 
the speech caused embarrassment to all those present.










2.
 
(of a thing) existing or occurring in a place or thing




•
 
organic molecules are present in comets.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — existing or occurring now




•
 
she did not expect to find herself in her present situation.










4.
 
now being considered or discussed




•
 
the present article cannot answer every question.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a tense or participle) expressing an action now going on or habitually performed or a condition now existing.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ] (usu. 
the present

 )


1.
 
the period of time now occurring




•
 
they are happy and at peace, refusing to think beyond the present.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 a present tense




•
 
the verbs are all in the present.







See also historic present
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at present






now




•
 
membership at present stands at about 5,000.















2.
 
for the present






for now; temporarily.









3.
 
(there is) no time like the present






used to suggest that something should be done now rather than later




•
 
“When do you want me to leave?” “No time like the present.”















4.
 
present company excepted






excluding those who are here now.









5.
 
these presents








[Law]

 
‹formal›

 this document




•
 
the premises outlined in red on the Plan annexed to these presents.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
praesent-

 ‘being at hand,’ present participle of 
praeesse

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
esse

 ‘be.’






present2


 
/prəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
present something to

 )
 — give something to (someone) formally or ceremonially




•
 
a top executive will present an award to employees who built the F-150.










2.
 
(
present someone with

 )
 — give someone (something) ceremonially




•
 
my students presented me with some flowers.










3.
 
show or offer (something) for others to scrutinize or consider




•
 
he stopped and presented his passport.










4.
 
formally introduce (someone) to someone else




•
 
may I present my wife?










5.
 
proffer (compliments or good wishes) in a formal manner




•
 
may I present the greetings of my master?










6.
 
formally deliver (a check or bill) for acceptance or payment




•
 
a check presented by Mr. Jackson was returned by the bank.










7.
 


[Law]

 bring (a complaint, petition, or evidence) formally to the notice of a court.




8.
 
(of a company or producer) put (a show or exhibition) before the public.




9.
 
bring about or be the cause of (a problem or difficulty)




•
 
this should not present much difficulty.










10.
 
exhibit (a particular state or appearance) to others




•
 
the EC presented a united front over the crisis.










11.
 
represent (someone) to others in a particular way, typically one that is false or exaggerated




•
 
he 
presented himself as

 a hardworking man.










12.
 
(
present oneself

 )
 — come forward into the presence of another or others, especially for a formal occasion; appear




•
 
he failed to present himself in court.










13.
 
(
present itself

 )
 — (of an opportunity or idea) occur and be available for use or exploitation




•
 
when a favorable opportunity presented itself, he would submit his proposition.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often 
present with

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a patient) come forward for or undergo initial medical examination for a particular condition or symptom




•
 
the patient presented with mild clinical encephalopathy.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a part of a fetus) be directed toward the cervix during labor.




16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of an illness) manifest itself.




17.
 
hold out or aim (a firearm) at something so as to be ready to fire




•
 
they were to present their rifles, take aim, and fire.














II.
 
phrases





present arms






(usually as a command) hold a rifle vertically in front of the body as a salute.












III.
 
derivatives





presenter

 
/prəˈzen(t)ər prēˈzen(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
presenter

 , from Latin 
praesentare

 ‘place before’ (in medieval Latin ‘present as a gift’), from 
praesent-

 ‘being at hand’ (see present
 1
 ).






present3


 
/ˈprez(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun




a thing given to someone as a gift




•
 
a Christmas present.














II.
 
phrases





make a present of






give as a gift




•
 
he had made a present of a hacienda to the president.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, originally in the phrase 
mettre une chose en present à quelqu'un

 ‘put a thing into the presence of a person.’





presentable

 
/prəˈzen(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




clean, well dressed, or decent enough to be seen in public




•
 
I did my best to make myself look presentable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
presentability

 
/prəˌzen(t)əˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
presentably

 
/prəˈzen(t)əblē /






adverb





















presentation

 
/ˌprezənˈtāSH(ə)n ˌprēˌzenˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the proffering or giving of something to someone, especially as part of a formal ceremony




•
 
the presentation of certificates to new members




•
 
the trophy presentations.










2.
 
the manner or style in which something is given, offered, or displayed




•
 
the presentation of foods is designed to stimulate your appetite.










3.
 
a formal introduction of someone, especially at court.




4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the action or right of formally proposing a candidate for a church benefice or other position




•
 
the Earl of Pembroke offered Herbert the presentation of the living of Bremerton.










5.
 
a demonstration or display of a product or idea




•
 
a sales presentation.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 the position of a fetus in relation to the cervix at the time of delivery




•
 
breech presentation.










7.
 
the coming forward of a patient for initial examination and diagnosis




•
 
all patients in this group were symptomatic at initial presentation.










8.
 
(
Presentation of Christ

 )
 — another term for Candlemas
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
presentational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
presentationally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
praesentatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
praesentare

 ‘place before’ (see present
 2
 ).






presentation graphics






noun





presentation software
 .














presentation software






noun




software used to create a sequence of text and graphics, and often audio and video, to accompany a speech or public presentation.

Also called presentation graphics
 .













presentative

 
/prəˈzen(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹historical›

 (of a benefice) to which a patron has the right of presentation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from medieval Latin, based on Latin 
praesentare

 (see present
 2
 ).





present-day

 
/ˈpreznt ˈˌdā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the current period of time




•
 
present-day technological developments.



















presentee

 
/ˌpreznˈtē/





I.
 
noun




a person nominated or recommended for an office or position, especially a church benefice.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, literally ‘presented,’ from the verb 
presenter

 (see present
 2
 ).





presentient

 
/prēˈsen(t)SHənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 having a presentiment.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
praesentient-

 ‘perceiving beforehand,’ from the verb 
praesentire

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
sentire

 ‘to feel.’





presentiment

 
/prəˈzen(t)əmənt/





I.
 
noun




an intuitive feeling about the future, especially one of foreboding




•
 
a presentiment of disaster.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete French 
présentiment

 .





presentism

 
/ˈprezenˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




uncritical adherence to present-day attitudes, especially the tendency to interpret past events in terms of modern values and concepts.








II.
 
derivatives





presentist






adjective





















presently

 
/ˈprez(ə)n(t)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
after a short time; soon




•
 
this will be examined in more detail presently.










2.
 
at the present time; now




•
 
there are presently 1,128 people on the waiting list.

















usage:

 In the pain will lessen presently, the meaning of 
presently

 is ‘soon.’ In limited resources are presently available, the meaning is ‘at this moment, now.’ Both senses date back to the Middle Ages, but the second sense fell into disfavor between the 17th and 20th centuries. Although some traditionalists still object to it, the ’now‘ sense is widely used and generally regarded as acceptable standard English.





presentment

 
/prēˈzentmənt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a formal presentation of information to a court, especially by a sworn jury regarding an offense or other matter.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
presentement

 , from 
presenter

 ‘place before’ (see present
 3
 ).





present participle






noun






[Grammar]

 the form of a verb, ending in 
-ing

 in English, which is used in forming continuous tenses, e.g., in 
I'm thinking

 , alone in nonfinite clauses, e.g., in 
sitting here, I haven't a care in the world

 , as a noun, e.g., in 
good thinking

 , and as an adjective, e.g., in 
running water

 .













present tense






noun






[Grammar]

 a tense expressing an action that is currently going on or habitually performed, or a state that currently or generally exists




•
 
I'm using the present tense




•
 
Wolf Hall is written 
in the present tense

 .



















present-time






adjective




relating to the current period of time




•
 
the story takes place in present-time Britain.




















present value

 
/prēˈzent prəˈzent ˈvalyo͞o /

 
net present value






noun






[Finance]

 the value in the present of a sum of money, in contrast to some future value it will have when it has been invested at compound interest.













preservation

 
/ˌprezərˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of preserving something




•
 
the preservation of the city's green spaces




•
 
food preservation.










2.
 
the state of being preserved, especially to a specified degree




•
 
the homestead is in a fine state of preservation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
praeservatio(n-)

 , from late Latin 
praeservare

 ‘to keep’ (see preserve
 ).





preservationist

 
/ˌprezərˈvāSHənəst/






noun




a supporter or advocate of the preservation of something, especially of historic buildings and artifacts.













preservative

 
/prəˈzərvədiv/





I.
 
noun




a substance used to preserve foodstuffs, wood, or other materials against decay.








II.
 
adjective




acting to preserve something




•
 
the preservative effects of freezing.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
praeservativus

 , from late Latin 
praeservat-

 ‘kept,’ from the verb 
praeservare

 (see preserve
 ).






preserve

 
/prəˈzərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
maintain (something) in its original or existing state




•
 
all records of the past were zealously preserved




•
 (as 
adj.

 
preserved

 )
 
a magnificently preserved monastery.










2.
 
retain (a condition or state of affairs)




•
 
a fight to preserve local democracy.










3.
 
maintain or keep alive (a memory or quality)




•
 
the film has preserved all the qualities of the novel.










4.
 
keep safe from harm or injury




•
 
a place for preserving endangered species.










5.
 
treat or refrigerate (food) to prevent its decomposition or fermentation.




6.
 
prepare (fruit) for long-term storage by boiling it with sugar


(as 
adj.

 
preserved

 )


•
 
those sweet preserved fruits associated with Cremona.










7.
 
keep (game or an area where game is found) undisturbed to allow private hunting or shooting.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
preserves

 )
 — food made with fruit preserved in sugar, such as jam or marmalade




•
 
home-made preserves.










2.
 
a sphere of activity regarded as being reserved for a particular person or group




•
 
the civil service became 
the preserve of

 the educated middle class.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a place where game is protected and kept for private hunting or shooting.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preservable

 
/prəˈzərvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
preserver

 
/prəˈzərvər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘keep safe from harm’): from Old French 
preserver

 , from late Latin 
praeservare

 , from 
prae-

 ‘before, in advance’ + 
servare

 ‘to keep.’





preserved lemon

 
/priˌzərvd ˈlemən/






noun




lemons or lemon slices preserved in salt and lemon juice, used as an ingredient in Moroccan cooking.













preservice

 
/ˌprēˈsərvəs/






adjective




of or relating to the period before a person takes a job that requires training, especially in teaching




•
 
preservice training.



















preset

 
/prēˈset/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
preset

 )


1.
 
set or adjust (a value that controls the operation of a device) in advance of its use




•
 
the water is heated quickly to a preset temperature.














II.
 
noun




a control on electronic equipment or on software that is set or adjusted beforehand to facilitate use.













preshrunk

 
/prēˈSHrəNGk/





I.
 
adjective




(of a fabric or garment) having undergone a shrinking process during manufacture to prevent further shrinking in use.








II.
 
derivatives





preshrink

 
/prēˈSHriNGk /






verb






















preside

 
/prəˈzīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be in the position of authority in a meeting or gathering




•
 
Bishop Herbener presided at the meeting




•
 (as 
adj.

 
presiding

 )
 
the sentence imposed by the presiding judge.










2.
 
(
preside over

 )
 — be in charge of (a place or situation)




•
 
he presided over a period of great budgetary recklessness.










3.
 
(
preside at

 )
 — play (a musical instrument, especially a keyboard instrument) at a public gathering.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
présider

 , from Latin 
praesidere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





presidency

 
/ˈprez(ə)dənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office of president




•
 
the presidency of the US.










2.
 
the period of this




•
 
the liberal climate that existed during Carter's presidency.










3.
 


[Christian Church]

 the role of the priest or minister who conducts a Eucharist.




4.
 
(also 
First Presidency

 )
 — (in the Mormon church) a council of three officers forming the highest administrative body.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
praesidentia

 , from 
praesidere

 ‘sit before’ (see preside
 ).






president

 
/ˈprez(ə)dənt ˈprezəˌdent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the elected head of a republican state




•
 
the Irish president




•
 [as 
title

 ]
 
President Kennedy.










2.
 
the head of a society, council, or other organization




•
 
the president of the European Community.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the head of a college or university.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the head of a company.




5.
 


[Christian Church]

 the celebrant at a Eucharist.








II.
 
derivatives





presidentship

 
/ˈprez(ə)dəntˌSHip ˈprezədntˌSHip ˈprezəˌdentˌSHip /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
praesident-

 ‘sitting before’ (see preside
 ).





president-elect






noun




a person who has been elected president but has not yet taken up office.













presidential

 
/ˌprezəˈden(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to a president or presidency




•
 
the French presidential election




•
 
presidential advisers




•
 
the presidential palace.










2.
 
having a bearing or demeanor befitting a president; dignified and confident




•
 
America wants a president who looks presidential




•
 
he's a very strong leader, very presidential in his performance.














II.
 
derivatives





presidentially

 
/ˌprezəˈden(t)SHəlē /






adverb





















Presidential Medal of Freedom

 
/ˌprezəˌden(t)SHəl ˌmedl əv ˈfrēdəm/






noun




(in the US) a medal constituting the highest award that can be given to a civilian in peacetime.













Presidential Range






a range in northern New Hampshire's White Mountains that includes Mount Washington, which, at 6,288 feet (1,918 m), is the highest peak in the northeastern US.









president pro tempore

 
/ˌprez(ə)dənt ˌprō ˈtempəˌrē /

 
president pro tem






noun




a high-ranking senator of the majority party who presides over the US Senate in the absence of the vice president.













presidio

 
/priˈsidēˌō, -sēdē-/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Spanish America) a fortified military settlement.











– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
praesidium

 ‘garrison.’






presidium

 
/priˌsidēəm /

 
praesidium





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a standing executive committee in a communist country.




2.
 
(
Presidium

 )
 — the standing executive committee in the former Soviet Union, which functioned as the legislative authority when the Supreme Soviet was not sitting.











– origin

 1920s: from Russian 
prezidium

 , from Latin 
praesidium

 ‘protection, garrison’ (see preside
 ).





Presley, Elvis

 
/ˈprezlē, ˈpres-/






(1935–77), US singer; known as the 
King of Rock and Roll

 ; full name 
Elvis Aaron Presley

 . He was the dominant personality of early rock and roll with songs such as 
“Heartbreak Hotel,”

 
“Don't Be Cruel,”

 and 
“Hound Dog”

 and was noted for the frank sexuality of his performances. He also made numerous movies, including 
King Creole

 (1958), and became a cult figure after his death.









pre-Socratic

 
/ˌprēsəˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the speculative philosophers active in the ancient Greek world in the 6th and 5th centuries 
BC

 (before the time of Socrates), who attempted to find rational explanations for natural phenomena. They included Parmenides, Anaxagoras, Empedocles, and Heraclitus.








II.
 
noun




a pre-Socratic philosopher.













presort

 
/prēˈsôrt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sort outgoing mail by zip code in order to take advantage of a cheaper rate of postage.














press1


 
/pres/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move into a position of contact with something by exerting continuous physical force


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he pressed his face to the glass




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her body pressed against his.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exert continuous physical force on (something), typically in order to operate a device or machine




•
 
he pressed a button and the doors slid open.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — squeeze (someone's arm or hand) as a sign of affection.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a specified direction by pushing




•
 
the mob was still pressing forward.










5.
 
(of an enemy or opponent) attack persistently and fiercely


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their enemies pressed in on all sides




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
two assailants were pressing Agrippa.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
press on/ahead

 )
 — continue in one's action




•
 
he stubbornly 
pressed on with

 his work.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Weightlifting]

 raise (a specified weight) by first lifting it to shoulder height and then gradually pushing it upward above the head.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply pressure to (something) to flatten, shape, or smooth it, typically by ironing




•
 
she pressed her nicest blouse




•
 (as 
adj.

 
pressed

 )
 
immaculately pressed trousers.










9.
 
apply pressure to (a flower or leaf) between sheets of paper in order to dry and preserve it.




10.
 
extract (juice or oil) by crushing or squeezing fruit, vegetables, etc.


(as 
adj.

 
pressed

 )


•
 
freshly pressed grape juice.










11.
 
squeeze or crush (fruit, vegetables, etc.) to extract the juice or oil.




12.
 
manufacture (something, especially a phonograph record) by molding under pressure.




13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — forcefully put forward (an opinion, claim, or course of action)




•
 
Rose did not press the point.










14.
 
make strong efforts to persuade or force (someone) to do or provide something




•
 
when I 
pressed

 him 
for

 precise figures, he evaded the subject




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the marketing directors were pressed to justify their expenditure




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they continued to 
press for

 changes in legislation.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Golf]

 try too hard to achieve distance with a shot, at the risk of inaccuracy.




16.
 
(
press something on/upon

 )
 — insist that (someone) accept an offer or gift




•
 
he pressed dinner invitations on her.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something, especially time) be in short supply and so demand immediate action.




18.
 
(
be pressed

 )
 — have barely enough of something, especially time




•
 
I'm very 
pressed for

 time.










19.
 
(
be pressed to do something

 )
 — have difficulty doing or achieving something




•
 
they may be 
hard pressed

 to keep their promise.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for applying pressure to something in order to flatten or shape it or to extract juice or oil




•
 
a flower press




•
 
a wine press.










2.
 
a machine that applies pressure to a workpiece by means of a tool, in order to punch shapes.




3.
 
a printing press.




4.
 
[often in 
names

 ]
 — a business that prints or publishes books




•
 
the Clarendon Press.










5.
 
the process of printing




•
 
the book is ready to 
go to press

 .










6.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the press

 )
 — newspapers or journalists viewed collectively




•
 
the press was notified




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
press coverage.










7.
 
coverage in newspapers and magazines




•
 
there's no point in demonstrating if you don't get any press




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
the mayor has had a bad press for years.










8.
 
an act of pressing something




•
 
the system summons medical help at the press of a button.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a closely packed crowd or mass of people or things




•
 
among the press of cars he saw a taxi.










10.
 


‹dated›

 pressure of business.




11.
 


[Weightlifting]

 an act of raising a weight to shoulder height and then gradually pushing it above the head.




12.
 


[Basketball]

 any of various forms of close guarding by the defending team.




13.
 


(chiefly Irish)

 
(Scottish)

 a large cupboard.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
press charges






see charge
 .









2.
 
press something home






see home
 .









3.
 
press (the) flesh








‹informal›

 (of a celebrity or politician) greet people by shaking hands.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
presse

 (noun), 
presser

 (verb), from Latin 
pressare

 ‘keep pressing,’ frequentative of 
premere

 .






press2


 
/pres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
press someone/something into

 )


1.
 
put (someone or something) to a specified use, especially as a temporary or makeshift measure




•
 
many of these stones have been pressed into service as gateposts.










2.
 


‹historical›

 force (a man) to enlist in the army or navy.








II.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a forcible enlistment of men, especially for the navy.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration (by association with press
 1
 ) of obsolete 
prest

 ‘pay given on enlistment, enlistment by such payment,’ from Old French 
prest

 ‘loan, advance pay,’ based on Latin 
praestare

 ‘provide.’






press agent

 
/ˈpres ˌājənt/






noun




a person employed to organize advertising and publicity in the press on behalf of an organization or well-known person.













pressboard

 
/ˈpresbôrd/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a hard, dense kind of board with a smooth finish, typically made from wood or textile pulp or laminated wastepaper, and used as an electrical insulator and for making light furniture.













pressbook

 
/ˈpresbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a book of press cuttings.




2.
 
a booklet or leaflet put together by a movie producer to publicize a new motion picture.













press box

 
/ˈpres ˌbäks/






noun




an area reserved for journalists at a sports event.














Pressburg

 
/ˈpresbərɡ/






German name for Bratislava
 .









press card

 
/ˈpres ˌkärd/






noun




an official authorization carried by a reporter, especially one that gives admission to an event.













press clipping

 
/pres ˈklipiNG/






noun




a paragraph or short article cut out of a newspaper or magazine.













press conference

 
/ˈpres ˌkänf(ə)rəns/






noun




an interview given to journalists by a prominent person in order to make an announcement or answer questions.













presser1


 
/ˈpresər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a press conference




•
 
he recently fielded similar questions in his presser.



















presser2


 
/ˈpresər/






noun




a person who presses something or operates a press




•
 
as a young man he had worked as an olive presser.



















presser foot






noun




the footplate of a sewing machine that holds the fabric down onto the part that feeds it under the needle.













press fit





I.
 
noun




an interference fit between two parts in which one is forced under pressure into a slightly smaller hole in the other.








II.
 
derivatives





press-fitted






adjective





















press gallery

 
/pres ˈɡal(ə)rē/






noun




a place reserved for journalists observing the proceedings in a legislature or court of law.













press gang

 
/ˈpres ˌɡaNG/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a body of men employed to enlist men forcibly into service in the army or navy.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
press-gang

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 forcibly enlist (someone) into service in the army or navy.




2.
 
(
press-gang someone into

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 force someone to do something




•
 
we press-ganged Simon into playing.



















pressing

 
/ˈpresiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a problem, need, or situation) requiring quick or immediate action or attention




•
 
inflation was the most pressing problem




•
 
he had pressing business in Albany.










2.
 
expressing something strongly or persistently




•
 
a pressing invitation.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a phonograph record or other object made by the application of force or weight.




2.
 
a series of objects pressed at one time




•
 
the first pressing of the live album.










3.
 
an act or instance of applying force or weight to something




•
 
pure-grade olive oil is the product of the second or third pressings.














III.
 
derivatives





pressingly

 
/ˈpresiNGlē /






adverb





















press kit






noun




a package of promotional material provided to members of the press to brief them, especially about a product, service, or candidate.













pressman

 
/ˈpresˌman ˈpresˌmən/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a journalist.




2.
 
a person who operates a printing press.













pressmark

 
/ˈpresˌmärk/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a call number.













press officer






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for press agent
 .













pressor

 
/ˈpresər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 producing an increase in blood pressure by stimulating constriction of the blood vessels




•
 
a pressor response.



















press pot






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a French press coffee pot




•
 
we use organic coffee and teas from Bay area purveyors, served tableside in press pots.



















press release






noun




an official statement issued to newspapers giving information on a particular matter.













press run






noun




the operation of a printing press for a single job (the number or entire set of items produced in such an operation)




•
 
the paper is increasing its press run from 75,000 to 95,000 copies.



















press time






noun




the moment when a magazine or other publication goes to press.













press-up

 
/ˈpres ˌəp/






noun




British term for pushup
 .














pressure

 
/ˈpreSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the continuous physical force exerted on or against an object by something in contact with it




•
 
the slight extra pressure he applied to her hand.










2.
 
the force exerted per unit area




•
 
gas can be fed to the turbines at a pressure of around 250 psi.










3.
 
the use of persuasion, influence, or intimidation to make someone do something




•
 
the proposals put pressure on Britain to drop its demand




•
 
the many pressures on girls to worry about their looks.










4.
 
the influence or effect of someone or something




•
 
oil prices came under some downward pressure.










5.
 
the feeling of stressful urgency caused by the necessity of doing or achieving something, especially with limited time




•
 
you need to be able to work under pressure and not get flustered




•
 
some offenders might find prison a refuge against the pressures of the outside world.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to persuade or coerce (someone) into doing something




•
 
it might now be possible to 
pressure

 him 
into

 resigning




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she pressured her son to accept a job offer from the bank.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
pressura

 , from 
press-

 ‘pressed,’ from the verb 
premere

 (see press
 1
 ).





pressure cooker

 
/ˈpreSHər ˌko͝okər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an airtight pot in which food can be cooked quickly under steam pressure.




2.
 
a highly stressful situation or assignment




•
 
the conformist pressure cooker of high school.














II.
 
derivatives





pressure-cook

 
/ˈpreSHər ˌko͝ok /






verb





















pressure gauge

 
/ˈpreSHər ɡāj/






noun




an instrument indicating pressure




•
 
an oil pressure gauge.



















pressure group

 
/ˈpreSHər ˌɡro͞op/






noun




a group that tries to influence public policy in the interest of a particular cause




•
 
an environmental pressure group.



















pressure hull






noun




the inner hull of a submarine, in which approximately atmospheric pressure is maintained when the vessel is submerged.













pressure lamp






noun




a portable oil or kerosene lamp in which the fuel is forced up into the mantle or burner by air pressure in the reservoir, which can be increased by pumping with a plunger.













pressure point

 
/ˈpreSHər point/






noun



1.
 
a point on the surface of the body sensitive to pressure.




2.
 
a point where an artery can be pressed against a bone to inhibit bleeding.













pressure suit

 
/ˈpreSHər so͞ot/






noun




an inflatable suit that protects the wearer against low pressure, e.g., when flying at a high altitude.













pressure vessel

 
/ˈpreSHər ˈvesəl/






noun



1.
 
a container designed to hold material at high pressures.




2.
 
an enclosed structure containing a nuclear reactor core immersed in pressurized coolant.













pressurize

 
/ˈpreSHəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce or maintain raised pressure artificially in (a gas or its container)




•
 
the mixture was pressurized to 1,900 atmospheres




•
 (as 
adj.

 
pressurized

 )
 
a pressurized can.










2.
 
maintain a tolerable atmospheric pressure in (an aircraft cabin) at a high altitude


(as 
adj.

 
pressurized

 )


•
 
a pressurized cabin.










3.
 
attempt to persuade or coerce (someone) into doing something




•
 
the protests were an attempt to 
pressurize

 the government 
into

 bringing an end to the violence




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
people had been pressurized to vote.














II.
 
derivatives





pressurization

 
/ˌpreSH(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌpreSHəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















pressurized-water reactor

 
/ˈpreSHəˌrīzd ˌwôdər rēˈaktər ˈpreSHəˌrīzd ˌwädər rēˈaktər /

 
PWR






noun




a nuclear reactor in which the fuel is uranium oxide clad in zircaloy and the coolant and moderator is water maintained at high pressure so that it does not boil at the operating temperature of the reactor.













presswork

 
/ˈpreswərk/






noun



1.
 
the process of using a printing press.




2.
 
printed matter, especially with regard to its quality.




3.
 
the shaping of metal by pressing or drawing it into a shaped hollow die.













Prester John

 
/ˌprestər ˈjän/





I.
 
a legendary medieval Christian king of Asia (and, later, of Ethiopia), said to have defeated the Muslims and to be destined to bring help to the Holy Land.







– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prestre Jehan

 , from medieval Latin 
presbyter Johannes

 ‘priest John.’





prestidigitation

 
/ˌprestəˌdijəˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 magic tricks performed as entertainment.








II.
 
derivatives





prestidigitator

 
/-ˈdijəˌtātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
preste

 ‘nimble’ + Latin 
digitus

 ‘finger’ + -ation
 .






prestige

 
/preˈstēZH preˈstēj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
widespread respect and admiration felt for someone or something on the basis of a perception of their achievements or quality




•
 
he experienced a tremendous increase in prestige following his victory.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something that arouses respect or admiration




•
 
prestige wines.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘illusion, conjuring trick’): from French, literally ‘illusion, glamour,’ from late Latin 
praestigium

 ‘illusion,’ from Latin 
praestigiae

 (plural) ‘conjuring tricks.’ The transference of meaning occurred by way of the sense ‘dazzling influence, glamour,’ at first depreciatory.





prestige pricing






noun




the practice of pricing goods at a high level in order to give the appearance of quality.













prestigious

 
/preˈstējəs preˈstijəs/





I.
 
adjective




inspiring respect and admiration; having high status




•
 
a prestigious academic post.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prestigiously

 
/preˈstijēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
prestigiousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘practicing legerdemain’): from late Latin 
praestigiosus

 , from 
praestigiae

 ‘conjuring tricks.’ The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





prestissimo

 
/preˈstisəˌmō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) in a very quick tempo.








II.
 
noun




a movement or passage marked to be performed in a very quick tempo.











– origin

 Italian, superlative of 
presto

 ‘quick, quickly’ (see presto
 ).






presto

 
/ˈprestō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






[Music]

 (especially as a direction) in a quick tempo.








II.
 
noun






[Music]

 a movement or passage marked to be performed in a quick tempo.








III.
 
exclamation




a phrase announcing the successful completion of a trick, or suggesting that something has been done so easily that it seems to be magic




•
 
just one quick squeeze and presto! A stir fry in seconds.

















– origin

 Italian, ‘quick, quickly,’ from late Latin 
praestus

 ‘ready,’ from Latin 
praesto

 ‘at hand.’





Preston

 
/ˈprest(ə)n/






a city in northwestern England, the administrative center of the county of Lancashire, on the Ribble River; pop. 165,600 (est. 2009). It was the site in the 18th century of the first English cotton mills.









Prestonpans, Battle of

 
/ˌprestənˈpanz/






a battle in 1745 near the town of Prestonpans just east of Edinburgh, Scotland, the first major engagement of the Jacobite uprising of 1745–46. The Jacobites routed the Hanoverians, leaving the way clear for Charles Edward Stuart's subsequent invasion of England.










prestressed

 
/prēˈstrest/





I.
 
adjective




strengthened by the application of stress during manufacture, especially (of concrete) by means of rods or wires inserted under tension before the material is set.








II.
 
derivatives





prestressing

 
/-ˈstresiNG /






noun





















presumably

 
/prəˈz(y)o͞oməblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
used to convey that what is asserted is very likely though not known for certain




•
 
the Yakima Indians presumably came from Asia by way of the Bering Strait.




















presume

 
/prəˈz(y)o͞om/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — suppose that something is the case on the basis of probability




•
 
I presumed that the man had been escorted from the building




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the two men were presumed dead when the wreck of their boat was found.










2.
 
take for granted that something exists or is the case




•
 
the argument presumes that only one person can do the work




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the task demands skills that cannot be presumed and therefore require proper training.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — be audacious enough to do something




•
 
kindly don't presume to issue me orders in my own house.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make unjustified demands; take liberties




•
 
forgive me if I have presumed.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
presume on/upon

 )
 — unjustifiably regard (something) as entitling one to privileges




•
 
she knew he regarded her as his protegée, but was determined not to presume on that.














II.
 
derivatives





presumable

 
/prəˈz(y)o͞oməb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
presumer

 , from Latin 
praesumere

 ‘anticipate’ (in late Latin ‘take for granted’), from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
sumere

 ‘take.’





presuming

 
/prəˈz(y)o͞omiNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 presumptuous.








II.
 
derivatives





presumingly

 
/prəˈz(y)o͞omiNGlē /






adverb






















presumption

 
/prəˈzəm(p)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of taking something to be true or adopting a particular attitude toward something, especially at the start of a chain of argument or action




•
 
the 
presumption of

 guilt has changed to a presumption of innocence.










2.
 
an idea that is taken to be true, and often used as the basis for other ideas, although it is not known for certain




•
 
underlying presumptions about human nature.










3.
 


[chiefly Law]

 an attitude adopted in law or as a matter of policy toward an action or proposal in the absence of acceptable reasons to the contrary




•
 
the planning policy shows a general 
presumption in favor of

 development.










4.
 
behavior perceived as arrogant, disrespectful, and transgressing the limits of what is permitted or appropriate




•
 
he lifted her off the ground and she was enraged at his presumption.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
presumpcion

 , from Latin 
praesumptio(n

 ) ‘anticipation,’ from the verb 
praesumere

 (see presume
 ).





presumptive

 
/prəˈzəm(p)tiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of a presumption; presumed in the absence of further information




•
 
a presumptive diagnosis.










2.
 


[Law]

 giving grounds for the inference of a fact or of the appropriate interpretation of the law.




3.
 
another term for presumptuous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





presumptively

 
/prəˈzəm(p)tivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
présomptif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
praesumptivus

 , from 
praesumpt-

 ‘taken before,’ from the verb 
praesumere

 (see presume
 ).






presumptuous

 
/prəˈzəm(p)(t)SH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their behavior) failing to observe the limits of what is permitted or appropriate




•
 
I hope I won't be considered presumptuous if I offer some advice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
presumptuously

 
/prəˈzəm(p)(t)SH(o͞o)əslē /






adverb













2.
 
presumptuousness

 
/prəˈzəm(p)(t)SH(o͞o)əsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
presumptueux

 , from late Latin 
praesumptuosus

 , variant of 
praesumptiosus

 ‘full of boldness,’ from 
praesumptio

 (see presumption
 ).






presuppose

 
/ˌprēsəˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an action, process, or argument) require as a precondition of possibility or coherence




•
 
his relationships did not permit the degree of self-revelation that true intimacy presupposes.










2.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — tacitly assume at the beginning of a line of argument or course of action that something is the case




•
 
your argument presupposes that it does not matter who is in power.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
presupposer

 , suggested by medieval Latin 
praesupponere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
supponere

 ‘place under’ (see suppose
 ).





presupposition

 
/ˌprēˌsəpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing tacitly assumed beforehand at the beginning of a line of argument or course of action




•
 
images that challenge presuppositions about feminine handiwork.










2.
 
the action or state of presupposing or being presupposed.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
praesuppositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
praesupponere

 (see presuppose
 ).





presynaptic

 
/ˌprēsəˈnaptik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting a nerve cell that releases a transmitter substance into a synapse during transmission of an impulse.








II.
 
derivatives





presynaptically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















pret.






abbreviation




preterite.













prêt-à-porter

 
/ˌpredäpôrˈtā/





I.
 
adjective




(of designer clothes) sold ready-to-wear as opposed to made to measure.








II.
 
noun




designer clothes sold ready-to-wear.











– origin

 French, literally ‘ready to wear.’





pretax

 
/ˌprēˈtaks/






adjective




(of income or profits) considered or calculated before the deduction of taxes




•
 
pretax profits rose 23 percent.



















preteen

 
/ˌprēˈtēn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a child just under the age of thirteen.








II.
 
noun




a child of just under the age of thirteen.














pretend

 
/prəˈtend/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
clause

 or 
infinitive

 ]
 — speak and act so as to make it appear that something is the case when in fact it is not




•
 
I closed my eyes and pretended I was asleep




•
 
she turned the pages and pretended to read.










2.
 
engage in a game or fantasy that involves supposing something that is not the case to be so




•
 
children pretending to be grown-ups.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give the appearance of feeling or possessing (an emotion or quality); simulate




•
 
she pretended a greater surprise than she felt.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pretend to

 )
 — lay claim to (a quality or title)




•
 
he cannot pretend to sophistication.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 not really what it is represented as being; used in a game or deception




•
 
the children are pouring out pretend tea for the dolls.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praetendere

 ‘stretch forth, claim,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch.’ The adjective dates from the early 20th cent.





pretended

 
/prəˈtendəd/






adjective




not genuine; assumed




•
 
she interrupted him with pretended indignation.



















pretender

 
/prəˈtendər/






noun




a person who claims or aspires to a title or position




•
 
the 
pretender to

 the throne.



















pretense

 
/ˈprēˌtens prēˈtens /

 


‹Brit.›

 pretence





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an attempt to make something that is not the case appear true




•
 
his anger is masked by a pretense that all is well




•
 
they have finally abandoned their secrecy and pretense.










2.
 
a false display of feelings, attitudes, or intentions




•
 
he asked me questions without any pretense at politeness.










3.
 
the practice of inventing imaginary situations in play




•
 
before the age of two, children start to engage in pretense.










4.
 
affected and ostentatious speech and behavior.




5.
 
(
pretense to

 )
 — a claim, especially a false or ambitious one




•
 
he was quick to disclaim any pretense to superiority.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
pretense

 , based on medieval Latin 
pretensus

 ‘pretended,’ alteration of Latin 
praetentus

 , from the verb 
praetendere

 (see pretend
 ).






pretension1


 
/prəˈten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pretension to

 )
 — a claim or the assertion of a claim to something




•
 
their pretensions to culture




•
 
we cannot tolerate pretension to infallibility.










2.
 
(often 
pretensions

 )
 — an aspiration or claim to a certain status or quality




•
 
another aging rocker with literary pretensions.










3.
 
the use of affectation to impress; ostentatiousness




•
 
he spoke simply, without pretension.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
praetensio(n-)

 , from 
praetens-

 ‘alleged,’ from the verb 
praetendere

 (see pretend
 ).






pretension2


 
/prēˈten(t)SHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply tension to (an object) before some other process or event




•
 
the safety system pretensions the seat belts.










2.
 
strengthen (reinforced concrete) by applying tension to the reinforcing rods before the concrete has set.













pretensioner

 
/ˌprēˈten(t)SHənər/






noun




a device designed to pull a seat belt tight in an accident.













pretentious

 
/prəˈten(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective




attempting to impress by affecting greater importance, talent, culture, etc., than is actually possessed




•
 
a pretentious literary device.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pretentiously

 
/prəˈten(t)SHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
pretentiousness

 
/prəˈten(t)SHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
prétentieux

 , from 
prétention

 (see pretension
 1
 ).





preter-





I.
 
combining form




more than




•
 
preternatural.

















– origin

 from Latin 
praeter

 ‘past, beyond.’





preterite

 
/ˈpredərət /

 

‹Grammar›


 
preterit





I.
 
adjective




expressing a past action or state.








II.
 
noun




a simple past tense or form.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bygone, former’): from Latin 
praeteritus

 ‘gone by,’ past participle of 
praeterire

 , from 
praeter

 ‘past, beyond’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’





preterition

 
/ˌpredəˈriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of passing over or disregarding a matter, especially the rhetorical technique of making summary mention of something by professing to omit it.




2.
 
(in Calvinist theology) omission from God's elect; nonelection to salvation.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
praeteritio(n-)

 , from 
praeterire

 ‘pass, go by.’





preterm

 
/prēˈtərm /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




born or occurring after a pregnancy significantly shorter than normal, especially after no more than 37 weeks of pregnancy




•
 
babies born during preterm labor.














II.
 
adverb




after a short pregnancy; prematurely




•
 
babies born preterm are likely to lack surfactant in the lungs.



















pretermit

 
/ˌprēdərˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 omit to do or mention




•
 
some points of conduct we advisedly pretermit.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 abandon (a custom or continuous action) for a time




•
 
the pleasant musical evenings were now entirely pretermitted.














II.
 
derivatives





pretermission

 
/ˌprēdərˈmiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
praetermittere

 , from 
praeter

 ‘past, beyond’ + 
mittere

 ‘let go.’





preternatural

 
/ˌprēdərˈnaCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




beyond what is normal or natural




•
 
autumn had arrived with preternatural speed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
preternaturalism

 
/-ˈnaCH(ə)rəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
preternaturally

 
/ˌpredərˈnaCH(ə)rəlē ˌprēdərˈnaCH(ə)rəlē /






adverb





















pretext

 
/ˈprēˌtekst/





I.
 
noun




a reason given in justification of a course of action that is not the real reason




•
 
the rebels had the perfect pretext for making their move.














II.
 
phrases





on (or under) the pretext






giving the specified reason as one's justification




•
 
the police raided Grand River 
on the pretext of

 looking for moonshiners.





















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
praetextus

 ‘outward display,’ from the verb 
praetexere

 ‘to disguise,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
texere

 ‘weave.’





pretextual

 
/prēˈteksCHo͞oəl/






adjective






[Law]

 denoting or relating to arrests or minor offenses that enable authorities to detain suspects for investigation of other matters.




•
 
Ashcroft has justified the use of transparently pretextual charges to hold them.



















Pretoria

 
/prəˈtôrēə/






the administrative capital of South Africa; pop. 1,679,200 (est. 2009). It was founded in 1855 by 
Marthinus Wessel Pretorius

 (1819–1901), the first president of the South African Republic, and named after his father Andries.









pretreat

 
/prēˈtrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (something) with a chemical before use.








II.
 
derivatives





pretreatment






noun





















prettify

 
/ˈpridəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) appear superficially pretty or attractive




•
 
nothing has been done to prettify the site.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prettification

 
/ˌpritəfəˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
prettifier






noun





















pretty

 
/ˈpridē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
attractive in a delicate way without being truly beautiful or handsome




•
 
a pretty little girl with an engaging grin.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used ironically in expressions of annoyance or disgust




•
 
it is a pretty state of affairs when a young fellow prefers the company of Italian fiddlers to taking possession of his own first command.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 to a moderately high degree; fairly




•
 
he looked pretty fit for his age.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an attractive thing, typically a pleasing but unnecessary accessory




•
 
he buys her lots of pretties—bangles and rings and things.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer in a condescending way to an attractive person, usually a girl or a woman




•
 
six pretties in sequined leotards.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make pretty or attractive




•
 
she'll be all 
prettied up

 and ready to go in an hour.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
pretty much (or nearly or well)








‹informal›

 very nearly




•
 
the case is pretty well over.















2.
 
a pretty penny








‹informal›

 a large sum of money.









3.
 
pretty please






used as an emphatic or wheedling form of request.









4.
 
be sitting pretty








‹informal›

 be in an advantageous position or situation




•
 
if she could get sponsors, she would be sitting pretty.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prettily

 
/ˈpridilē /






adverb













2.
 
prettiness

 
/ˈpridēnəs /






noun













3.
 
prettyish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
prættig

 ; related to Middle Dutch 
pertich

 ‘brisk, clever,’ obsolete Dutch 
prettig

 ‘humorous, sporty,’ from a West Germanic base meaning ‘trick.’ The sense development ‘deceitful, cunning, clever, skillful, admirable, pleasing, nice’ has parallels in adjectives such as 
canny, fine, nice

 , etc.





pretty boy

 
/ˈpridē boi/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a foppish or effeminate man.













pretzel

 
/ˈpretsəl/





I.
 
noun




a crisp biscuit baked in the form of a knot or stick and flavored with salt.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 twist, bend, or contort




•
 
he found the snake pretzeled into a tangle of knots.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Pretzel

 .





prev.






abbreviation




previous; previously.














prevail

 
/prəˈvāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prove more powerful than opposing forces; be victorious




•
 
it is hard for logic to 
prevail over

 emotion.










2.
 
be widespread in a particular area at a particular time; be current




•
 
an atmosphere of crisis prevails.










3.
 
(
prevail on/upon

 )
 — persuade (someone) to do something




•
 
she was prevailed upon to give an account of her work.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
praevalere

 ‘have greater power,’ from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
valere

 ‘have power.’





prevailing

 
/priˈvāliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing at a particular time; current




•
 
the unfavorable prevailing economic conditions.










2.
 
having the most appeal or influence; prevalent




•
 
the prevailing mood is one of hope rather than expectation.














II.
 
derivatives





prevailingly






adverb





















prevailing wind






noun




a wind from the direction that is predominant at a particular place or season.













prevalence

 
/ˈprev(ə)ləns/






noun




the fact or condition of being prevalent; commonness




•
 
the prevalence of obesity in adults.



















prevalent

 
/ˈprev(ə)lənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
widespread in a particular area at a particular time




•
 
the social ills prevalent in society today.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 predominant; powerful.








II.
 
derivatives





prevalently

 
/ˈprev(ə)lən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
praevalent-

 ‘having greater power,’ from the verb 
praevalere

 (see prevail
 ).





prevaricate

 
/prəˈverəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or act in an evasive way




•
 
he seemed to prevaricate when journalists asked pointed questions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prevarication

 
/prəˌverəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
prevaricator

 
/prəˈverəˌkādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘go astray, transgress’): from Latin 
praevaricat-

 ‘walked crookedly, deviated,’ from the verb 
praevaricari

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
varicari

 ‘straddle’ (from 
varus

 ‘bent, knock-kneed’).





prevenient

 
/prēˈvēnēənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 preceding in time or order; antecedent




•
 
John Wesley referred to God's work in the unconverted as prevenient grace.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
praevenient-

 ‘coming before,’ from the verb 
praevenire

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





prevent

 
/prəˈvent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep (something) from happening or arising




•
 
action must be taken to prevent further accidents.










2.
 
make (someone or something) unable to do something




•
 
window locks won't 
prevent

 a determined burglar 
from

 getting in.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of God) go before (someone) with spiritual guidance and help.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘act in anticipation of’): from Latin 
praevent-

 ‘preceded, hindered,’ from the verb 
praevenire

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





preventable

 
/prəˈven(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be prevented or avoided




•
 
many of these ailments are preventable




•
 
several workers have been killed in preventable accidents.














II.
 
derivatives





preventability

 
/prəˌven(t)əˈbilədē /






noun





















preventative

 
/prəˈven(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for preventive
 .








II.
 
derivatives





preventatively






adverb





















preventer

 
/ˌprəˈven(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that prevents something




•
 
effective as preventers of further infection.










2.
 


[Sailing]

 an extra line or wire rigged to support a piece of rigging under strain, or to hold the boom and prevent it from jibing.













prevention

 
/prəˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of stopping something from happening or arising




•
 
crime prevention




•
 
the treatment and prevention of AIDS.














II.
 
phrases





an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure








‹proverb›

 it's easier to stop something from happening in the first place than to repair the damage after it has happened.


















preventive

 
/prəˈven(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective




designed to keep something undesirable such as illness, harm, or accidents from occurring




•
 
preventive medicine.














II.
 
noun




a medicine or other treatment designed to stop disease or ill health from occurring.








III.
 
derivatives





preventively

 
/prəˈven(t)ivlē /






adverb





















preventive detention






noun






[Law]

 the imprisonment of a person with the aim of preventing them from committing further offenses or of maintaining public order.













preverbal

 
/ˌprēˈvərb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring before the development of speech




•
 
preverbal communication.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 occurring before a verb




•
 
preverbal particles.




















preview

 
/ˈprēˌvyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inspection or viewing of something before it is bought or becomes generally known and available




•
 
you can get a 
sneak preview

 of the pictures on sale.










2.
 
a showing of a movie, play, exhibition, etc., before its official opening.




3.
 
a short extract shown in a movie theater as publicity for a forthcoming film.




4.
 
a commentary on or appraisal of a forthcoming film, play, book, etc., based on an advance viewing.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a facility for inspecting the appearance of a document before it is printed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display (a product, movie, play, etc.) before it officially goes on sale or opens to the public




•
 
the company will preview an enhanced version of its database.










2.
 
see or inspect (something) before it is used or becomes generally available




•
 
the teacher should preview teaching aids to ensure that they are at the right level.










3.
 
comment on or appraise (a forthcoming event) in advance




•
 
next week we'll be previewing the new season.



















Previn, André

 
/ˈprevən/






(1929–), US conductor, pianist, and composer, born in Germany; full name 
André George Previn

 . He is best known as a conductor, notably with the London Symphony Orchestra (1968–79), the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra (1976–86), and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra (1987–91).









previous

 
/ˈprēvēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — existing or occurring before in time or order




•
 
she looked tired after her exertions of the previous evening




•
 
tickets will be sold on the same basis as in previous years.










2.
 


‹informal›

 overly hasty in acting or in drawing a conclusion




•
 
I admit I may have been a bit previous.














II.
 
phrases





previous to






before




•
 
the month previous to publication




•
 
he seemed to have been in good health previous to the fatal injury.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
praevius

 ‘going before’ (from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
via

 ‘way’) + -ous
 .





previously

 
/ˈprēvēəslē/






adverb




at a previous or earlier time; before




•
 
museums and art galleries that had previously been open to the public




•
 
they discovered a previously unknown gene.



















previous question






noun




(in parliamentary procedure) a motion to decide whether to vote on a main question, moved before the main question itself is put.













previse

 
/prēˈvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 foresee or predict (an event)




•
 
he had intelligence to previse the possible future.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prevision

 
/prəˈviZH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
previsional

 
/prēˈviZHənl prəˈviZHənl prēˈviZHnəl prəˈviZHnəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
praevis-

 ‘foreseen, anticipated,’ from the verb 
praevidere

 , from 
prae

 ‘before’ + 
videre

 ‘to see.’





prevocalic

 
/ˌprēvōˈkalik/





I.
 
adjective




occurring immediately before a vowel.








II.
 
derivatives





prevocalically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















prevue

 
/ˈprēˌvyo͞o/






noun




variant spelling of preview
 .













prewar

 
/prēˈwôr/






adjective




existing, occurring, or built before a war




•
 
the prewar years.



















pre-wash

 
/prēˈwäSH /

 
prewash





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preliminary wash, especially one performed as part of a cycle in an automatic washing machine.




2.
 
a substance applied as a treatment before washing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a preliminary wash to (a garment), typically before putting it on sale.













prewire

 
/prēˈwīər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wire (something requiring electrical circuitry) in advance of usual installation




•
 
we prewired the building.



















prexy

 
/ˈpreksē /

 
prex





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a president, especially the president of a college or society.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as 
prex

 ): college slang.






prey

 
/prā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal that is hunted and killed by another for food




•
 
the kestrel is ready to pounce on unsuspecting prey.










2.
 
a person or thing easily injured or taken advantage of




•
 
he was 
easy prey

 for the two con men.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 plunder or (in biblical use) a prize.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
prey on/upon

 )


1.
 
hunt and kill for food




•
 
small birds that prey on insect pests.










2.
 
take advantage of; exploit or injure




•
 
this is a mean type of theft by ruthless people preying on the elderly.










3.
 
cause constant trouble and distress to




•
 
the problem had begun to 
prey on my mind

 .














III.
 
phrases





fall prey to (also be or become prey to)





a.
 
be hunted and killed by (an animal)




•
 
small rodents fell prey to domestic cats.










b.
 
be vulnerable to or overcome by




•
 
he would often fall prey to melancholy




•
 
the settlers become prey to nameless fears.


















IV.
 
derivatives





preyer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also denoting plunder taken in war): the noun from Old French 
preie

 , from Latin 
praeda

 ‘booty,’ the verb from Old French 
preier

 , based on Latin 
praedari

 ‘seize as plunder,’ from 
praeda

 .





prez

 
/prez/






noun




informal term for president
 .













PRF






abbreviation






[Telecommunications]

 pulse repetition frequency.













prf.






abbreviation




proof.













Priam

 
/ˈprīəm /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the king of Troy at the time of its destruction by the Greeks under Agamemnon. The father of Paris and Hector and husband of Hecuba, he was slain by Neoptolemus, son of Achilles.









priapic

 
/prīˈapik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling a phallus




•
 
priapic carvings.










2.
 
of or relating to male sexuality and sexual activity




•
 
priapic cartoons.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a male) having a persistently erect penis.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
Priapos

 (see priapism
 ) + -ic
 .






priapism

 
/ˈprīəˌpizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 persistent and painful erection of the penis.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
priapismos

 , from 
priapizein

 ‘be lewd,’ from 
Priapos

 (see Priapus
 ).





Priapulida

 
/ˌprīəˈpyo͞olədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of burrowing wormlike marine invertebrates. A priapulid has a thick body, a large eversible proboscis, and a tail.




II.
 
derivatives





priapulid

 
/prīˈapyələd /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
Priapulus

 (genus name), diminutive of Priapus
 .






Priapus

 
/prīˈāpəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a god of fertility, whose cult spread to Greece (and, later, Italy) from Turkey after Alexander's conquests. He was also a god of gardens and the patron of seafarers and shepherds.









Pribilof Islands

 
/ˈpribəlôf ˌīləndz/






a group of four islands in the Bering Sea, off the coast of southwestern Alaska. First visited in 1786 by Russian explorer 
Gavriil Loginovich Pribylov

 (died 1796), they came into US possession after the purchase of Alaska in 1867.










price

 
/prīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amount of money expected, required, or given in payment for something




•
 
land could be sold for a high price




•
 
a wide selection of tools varying in price.










2.
 
the odds in betting.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 value; worth




•
 
a pearl of great price.










4.
 
an unwelcome experience, event, or action involved as a condition of achieving a desired end




•
 
the price of their success was an entire day spent in discussion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decide the amount required as payment for (something offered for sale)




•
 
the watches in this range are 
priced at

 $14.50.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at any price






no matter what expense, sacrifice, or difficulty is involved




•
 
they wanted peace at any price.















2.
 
at a price






requiring great expense or involving unwelcome consequences




•
 
his generosity comes at a price.















3.
 
beyond (or without) price






so valuable that no price can be stated.









4.
 
a price on someone's head






a reward offered for someone's capture or death.









5.
 
price oneself out of the market






become unable to compete commercially.









6.
 
put a price on






determine the value of




•
 
you can't put a price on what she has to offer.















7.
 
what price ——?






used to ask what has become of something or to suggest that something has or would become worthless




•
 
what price justice if he were allowed to go free?





















– origin

 Middle English: the noun from Old French 
pris

 , from Latin 
pretium

 ‘value, reward’; the verb, a variant (by assimilation to the noun) of earlier 
prise

 ‘estimate the value of’ (see prize
 1
 ). Compare with praise
 .





Price, Leontyne

 
/prīs/






(1927–), US opera singer; full name 
Mary Violet Leontyne Price

 . Her 1952 Broadway successes in 
Four Saints in Three Acts

 and 
Porgy and Bess

 led to an international career as an operatic and concert soprano. She made her Metropolitan Opera debut in 1961 and retired from opera in 1985.









Price, Vincent






(1911–93), US actor, best known for his performances in a series of movies based on stories by Edgar Allan Poe, including 
The Fall of the House of Usher

 (1960) and 
The Pit and the Pendulum

 (1961).









price control

 
/prīs kənˈtrōl/






noun




a government regulation establishing a maximum price to be charged for specified goods and services, especially during periods of war or inflation.













price discrimination

 
/prīs dəˌskriməˈnāSHən/






noun




the action of selling the same product at different prices to different buyers, in order to maximize sales and profits.













price-earnings ratio

 
price-earnings multiple






noun






[Finance]

 the current market price of a company share divided by the earnings per share of the company.













price-fixing

 
/ˈprīs ˌfiksiNG /

 
price fixing






noun




the maintaining of prices at a certain level by agreement between competing sellers.













priceless

 
/ˈprīsləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
so precious that its value cannot be determined




•
 
priceless works of art.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to express great and usually affectionate amusement




•
 
darling, you're priceless!














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pricelessly






adverb













2.
 
pricelessness

 
/ˈprīsləsnəs /






noun





















price list

 
/ˈprīs ˌlist/






noun




a list of current prices of items on sale.













price point






noun




a point on a scale of possible prices at which something might be marketed.













price-sensitive

 
/ˈprīsˌsensədiv/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a product whose sales are greatly influenced by the price.




2.
 
(of information) likely to affect share prices if it were made public.













price support

 
/prīs səˈpôrt/






noun






[Economics]

 government assistance in maintaining the levels of market prices regardless of supply or demand.













price tag

 
/ˈprīs ˌtaɡ/






noun



1.
 
the label on an item for sale, showing its price.




2.
 
the cost of something




•
 
a $400 billion price tag was put on the venture.



















price-taker

 
/prīsˈtākər/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 a company that must accept the prevailing prices in the market of its products, its own transactions being unable to affect the market price.








II.
 
derivatives





price-taking






noun, adjective





















price war

 
/ˈprīs ˌwô(ə)r/






noun




a fierce competition in which retailers cut prices in an attempt to increase their share of the market.













pricey

 
/ˈprīsē /

 
pricy





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 expensive




•
 
boutiques selling pricey clothes.














II.
 
derivatives





priciness






noun





















Prichard

 
/ˈpriCHərd/






a city in southwestern Alabama, a western suburb of Mobile; pop. 27,662 (est. 2008).










prick

 
/prik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a small hole in (something) with a sharp point; pierce slightly




•
 
prick the potatoes with a fork.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — feel a sensation as though a sharp point were sticking into one




•
 
she felt her scalp prick and her palms were damp.










3.
 
(of tears) cause the sensation of imminent weeping in (a person's eyes)




•
 
tears of disappointment were pricking her eyelids.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's eyes) experience the sensation of imminent weeping.




5.
 
cause mental or emotional discomfort to




•
 
her conscience pricked her as she told the lie.










6.
 
arouse or provoke to action




•
 
the police were pricked into action.










7.
 
(especially of a horse or dog) make (the ears) stand erect when on the alert




•
 
the dog's tail was wagging and her ears were pricked.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of piercing something with a fine, sharp point




•
 
the pin prick had produced a drop of blood.










2.
 
a small hole or mark made by piercing something with a fine, sharp point.




3.
 
a sharp pain caused by being pierced with a fine point.




4.
 
a sudden feeling of distress, anxiety, or some other unpleasant emotion




•
 
she felt a prick of resentment.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 a goad for oxen.




6.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.




7.
 
a man regarded as stupid, unpleasant, or contemptible.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
kick against the pricks






hurt oneself by persisting in useless resistance or protest.

[with biblical allusion to Acts 9:5.]









2.
 
prick up one's ears





a.
 
(especially of a horse or dog) make the ears stand erect when on the alert.




b.
 
(of a person) become suddenly attentive




•
 
he pricked up his ears when he heard them talking about him.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





prick something out (or off)






transplant seedlings to a container or bed that provides adequate room for growth




•
 
he was in the garden pricking out marigolds.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pricker

 
/ˈprikər /






noun













2.
 
pricking

 
/ˈprikiNG /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
pricca

 (noun), 
prician

 (verb), probably of West Germanic origin and related to Low German and Dutch 
prik

 (noun), 
prikken

 (verb).





pricket

 
/ˈprikit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male fallow deer in its second year, having straight, unbranched horns.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a spike for holding a candle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from prick
 + -et
 1
 .





prickle

 
/ˈprik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, slender, sharp-pointed outgrowth on the bark or epidermis of a plant; a small thorn




•
 
the prickles of the blackberry bushes.










2.
 
a small spine or pointed outgrowth on the skin of certain animals.




3.
 
a tingling sensation on someone's skin, typically caused by strong emotion




•
 
Kathleen felt a prickle of excitement.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's skin or a part of the body) experience a tingling sensation, especially as a result of strong emotion




•
 
the sound made her skin prickle with horror.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause a tingling or mildly painful sensation in




•
 
I hate the way the fibers prickle your skin.










3.
 
(of a person) react defensively or angrily to something




•
 
she 
prickled at

 the implication that she had led a soft and protected life.

















– origin

 Old English 
pricel

 ‘instrument for pricking, sensation of being pricked’; related to Middle Dutch 
prickel

 , from the Germanic base of prick
 . The verb is partly a diminutive of the verb prick
 .





prickleback

 
/ˈprikəlˌbak/






noun




a long slender fish with a spiny dorsal fin running the length of the body. It lives in cooler seas of the northern hemisphere, typically in shallow inshore waters.

[Family 
Stichaeidae

 : many genera and species.]













prickly

 
/ˈprik(ə)lē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered in prickles




•
 
masses of prickly brambles.










2.
 
resembling or feeling like prickles




•
 
his hair was prickly and short.










3.
 
having or causing a tingling or itching sensation




•
 
a dress that was prickly around the neck




•
 
my skin feels prickly.










4.
 
(of a person) ready to take offense.




5.
 
liable to cause someone to take offense




•
 
this is a prickly subject.














II.
 
derivatives





prickliness

 
/ˈpriklēnəs /






noun






















prickly-ash

 
/ˈpriklēˌaSH/






noun



1.
 
a spiny North American shrub or tree with prickly branches and bark that can be used medicinally.

[Genus 
Zanthoxylum

 , family 
Rutaceae

 : the 
northern prickly-ash

 (
Z. americanum

 ) (also called toothache tree
 ), and the 
southern prickly-ash

 (see Hercules-club
 ).]




2.
 
a medicinal preparation of the bark of the prickly-ash.














prickly heat

 
/ˈprik(ə)lē hēt/






noun




an itchy inflammation of the skin, typically with a rash of small vesicles, common in hot moist weather.

Also called miliaria
 .













prickly pear

 
/ˈprik(ə)lē pe(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a cactus with jointed stems and oval flattened segments, having barbed bristles and large pear-shaped, prickly fruits.

[Genus 
Opuntia

 , family 
Cactaceae

 : several species, in particular 
O. humifusa

 of North America and 
O. ficus-indica

 , which is cultivated for its fruit and has become naturalized in the Mediterranean.]




2.
 
the edible orange or red fruit of the prickly pear.













prickly poppy






noun




a Central American plant with prickly leaves and large scented yellow flowers. It has become a weed in many tropical regions, but is cultivated in cooler regions as an ornamental.

[
Argemone mexicana

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













prick-teaser

 
/prik ˈtēzər /

 
prick-tease






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 another term for cockteaser
 .













pride

 
/prīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling or deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely associated, or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired




•
 
the team was bursting with pride after recording a sensational victory




•
 
a woman who 
takes

 great 
pride in

 her appearance.










2.
 
the consciousness of one's own dignity




•
 
he swallowed his pride and asked for help.










3.
 
the quality of having an excessively high opinion of oneself or one's importance




•
 
the sin of pride.










4.
 
a person or thing that is the object or source of a feeling or deep pleasure or satisfaction




•
 
the swimming pool is the pride of the community.










5.
 


‹literary›

 the best state or condition of something; the prime




•
 
in 
the pride of

 youth.










6.
 
a group of lions forming a social unit.








II.
 
verb

 — (
pride oneself on/upon

 )


1.
 
be especially proud of a particular quality or skill




•
 
she'd always prided herself on her ability to deal with a crisis.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
one's pride and joy






a person or thing of which one is very proud and which is a source of great pleasure




•
 
the car was his pride and joy.















2.
 
pride goes (or comes) before a fall








‹proverb›

 if you're too conceited or self-important, something will happen to make you look foolish.









3.
 
pride of place






the most prominent or important position among a group of things




•
 
the certificate has pride of place on my wall.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prideful

 
/ˈprīdf(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
pridefully

 
/-fəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Old English 
prȳde

 ‘excessive self-esteem,’ variant of 
prȳtu

 , 
prȳte

 , from 
prūd

 (see proud
 ).





prie-dieu

 
/ˌprē ˈdyə/





I.
 
noun




a piece of furniture for use during prayer, consisting of a kneeling surface and a narrow upright front with a rest for the elbows or for books.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘pray God.’






priest

 
/prēst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ordained minister of the Catholic, Orthodox, or Anglican Church having the authority to perform certain rites and administer certain sacraments.




2.
 
a person who performs religious ceremonies and duties in a non-Christian religion.




3.
 
(in full 
fish priest

 )
 — a mallet used to kill fish caught when angling.

[with allusion to the priest's function in performing the last rites.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be priested

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 ordain to the priesthood.








III.
 
derivatives





priestlike

 
/ˈprēs(t)ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
prēost

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
priester

 , German 
Priester

 , based on ecclesiastical Latin 
presbyter

 ‘elder’ (see presbyter
 ).





priestcraft

 
/ˈprēstˌkraft/






noun






‹often derogatory›

 the knowledge and work of a priest.













priestess

 
/ˈprēstis/






noun




a female priest of a non-Christian religion.













priest hole

 
priest's hole






noun






‹historical›

 a hiding place for a Roman Catholic priest during times of religious persecution.













priesthood

 
/ˈprēstˌho͝od/






noun

 — (often 
the priesthood

 )


1.
 
the office or position of a priest.




2.
 
priests in general.













Priestley, J. B.

 
/ˈprēs(t)lē/






(1894–1984), English novelist, playwright, and critic; full name 
John Boynton Priestley

 . Notable works: 
The Good Companions

 (novel, 1929), 
Time and the Conways

 (play, 1937), and 
An Inspector Calls

 (play, 1947).









Priestley, Joseph






(1733–1804), English scientist and theologian. His chief work was on the chemistry of gases, in which his most significant discovery was of “dephlogisticated air” (oxygen) in 1774; he demonstrated that it was important to animal life and that plants emit it in sunlight.









priestly

 
/ˈprēs(t)lē/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or befitting a priest or priests




•
 
performing priestly duties.














II.
 
derivatives





priestliness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
prēostlic

 (see priest
 , -ly
 1
 ).





prig

 
/priɡ/





I.
 
noun




a self-righteously moralistic person who behaves as if superior to others.








II.
 
derivatives





priggery

 
/ˈpriɡ(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin. The earliest sense was ‘tinker’ or ‘petty thief,’ whence ‘disliked person,’ especially ‘someone who is affectedly and self-consciously precise’ (late 17th cent.).





priggish

 
/ˈpriɡiSH/





I.
 
adjective




self-righteously moralistic and superior




•
 
a priggish little pedant




•
 
she was priggish about sex.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
priggishly

 
/ˈpriɡiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
priggishness

 
/ˈpriɡiSHnəs /






noun





















prill

 
/pril/





I.
 
noun




a pellet or solid globule of a substance formed by the congealing of a liquid during an industrial process.








II.
 
derivatives





prilled






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a term in copper mining, denoting rich copper ore remaining after removal of low-grade material): of unknown origin.






prim

 
/prim/





I.
 
adjective




stiffly formal and respectable; feeling or showing disapproval of anything regarded as improper




•
 
a very prim and proper lady.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
purse (the mouth or lips) into a prim expression




•
 
Larry 
primmed up

 his mouth.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
primly

 
/ˈprimlē /






adverb













2.
 
primness

 
/ˈprimnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): probably ultimately from Old French 
prin

 , Provençal 
prim

 ‘excellent, delicate,’ from Latin 
primus

 ‘first.’





prim.






abbreviation



1.
 
primary.




2.
 
primitive.













prima ballerina

 
/ˌprēmə ˌbaləˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun




the chief female dancer in a ballet or ballet company.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Italian, literally ‘first ballerina.’





primacy

 
/ˈprīməsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact of being primary, preeminent, or more important




•
 
the primacy of air power in the modern war.










2.
 
the office, period of office, or authority of a primate of certain churches.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Psychology]

 the fact of an item having been presented earlier to the subject (especially as increasing its likelihood of being remembered)




•
 
the 
primacy effect

 is thought to reflect recall from a long-term memory store.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
primatie

 , from medieval Latin 
primatia

 , from Latin 
primas

 , 
primat-

 ‘of the first rank’ (see primate
 1
 ).





prima donna

 
/ˌprēmə ˈdänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the chief female singer in an opera or opera company.




2.
 
a very temperamental person with an inflated view of their own talent or importance.








II.
 
derivatives





prima donna-ish






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, literally ‘first lady.’





prima facie

 
/ˌprīmə ˈfāSHē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[Law]

 based on the first impression; accepted as correct until proved otherwise


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a prima facie case of professional misconduct




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the original lessee prima facie remains liable for the payment of the rent.

















– origin

 Latin, from 
primus

 ‘first’ + 
facies

 ‘appearance.’





primal

 
/ˈprīməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
essential; fundamental




•
 
for me, writing is a primal urge.










2.
 
relating to an early stage in evolutionary development; primeval




•
 
primal hunting societies.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the needs, fears, or behavior that are postulated (especially in Freudian theory) to form the origins of emotional life




•
 
he preys on people's primal fears.







See also primal scene
 .








II.
 
derivatives





primally






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
primalis

 , from Latin 
primus

 ‘first.’






primal scene






noun






[Psychology]

 (in Freudian theory) the occasion on which a child becomes aware of its parents' sexual intercourse, the timing of which is thought to be crucial in determining predisposition to future neuroses.













primal scream






noun




a release of intense basic frustration, anger, and aggression, especially that rediscovered by means of primal therapy.













primal therapy






noun




a form of psychotherapy that focuses on a patient's earliest emotional experiences and encourages verbal expression of childhood suffering, typically using an empty chair or other prop to represent a parent toward whom anger is directed.













prima materia

 
/ˌprīmə məˈti(ə)rēə, ˌprēmə /

 
materia prima





I.
 
noun




primeval matter; fundamental substance.











– origin

 Latin.





primaquine

 
/ˈprīməˌkwēn, ˈprē-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound derived from quinoline and used in the treatment of malaria.











– origin

 1940s: apparently from Latin 
prima

 (feminine of 
primus

 ‘first’) + 
quin(olin)e

 .





primarily

 
/ˌprīˈmerəlē/






adverb




for the most part; mainly




•
 
around 80 percent of personal computers are used primarily for word processing.




















primary

 
/ˈprīˌmerē ˈprīm(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of chief importance; principal




•
 
the government's primary aim is to see significant reductions in unemployment.










2.
 
earliest in time or order of development




•
 
the primary stage of their political education.










3.
 
not derived from, caused by, or based on anything else




•
 
the research involved the use of primary source materials in national and local archives.










4.
 
of or relating to education for children between the ages of about five and ten




•
 
a primary school.










5.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 belonging to or directly derived from the first stage of development or growth




•
 
a primary bone tumor.










6.
 
(
Primary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 former term for Paleozoic
 .




7.
 
relating to or denoting the input side of a device using electromagnetic induction, especially in a transformer.




8.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) having its functional group located on a carbon atom that is bonded to no more than one other carbon atom.




9.
 
(chiefly of amines) derived from ammonia by replacement of one hydrogen atom by an organic group.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
primary election

 )
 — a preliminary election to appoint delegates to a party conference or to select the candidates for a principal, especially presidential, election.




2.
 
a primary color.




3.
 


[Ornithology]

 a primary feather.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the body orbited by a smaller satellite or companion.




5.
 
a primary coil or winding in an electrical transformer.




6.
 
(
the Primary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 
‹dated›

 the Primary or Paleozoic era.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘original, not derivative’): from Latin 
primarius

 , from 
primus

 ‘first.’ The noun uses date from the 18th cent.





primary accent






noun




another term for primary stress
 .













primary care

 
primary health care






noun




health care at a basic rather than specialized level for people making an initial approach to a doctor or nurse for treatment.













primary cell






noun




an electric cell that produces current by an irreversible chemical reaction.













primary color

 
/ˈprīˌmerē ˈprīm(ə)rē ˈkələr/






noun




any of a group of colors from which all other colors can be obtained by mixing.

The primary colors for pigments are red, blue, and yellow. The primary additive colors for light are red, green, and blue; the primary subtractive colors (which give the primary additive colors when subtracted from white light) are magenta, cyan, and yellow.













primary feather






noun




any of the largest flight feathers in a bird's wing, growing from the manus.













primary group






noun






[Sociology]

 a group held together by intimate, face-to-face relationships, formed by family and environmental associations and regarded as basic to social life and culture.













primary industry






noun






[Economics]

 industry, such as mining, agriculture, or forestry, that is concerned with obtaining or providing natural raw materials for conversion into commodities and products for the consumer.













primary planet






noun




a planet that directly orbits the sun.













primary process






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 an unconscious thought process that arises from the pleasure principle and is irrational and not subject to compulsion, such as condensation, which occurs in dreaming, or displacement, which occurs in the formation of a phobia.













primary qualities






plural noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 properties or qualities, such as size, motion, shape, number, etc., belonging to physical matter independently of an observer.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the four original qualities of matter (hot, cold, wet, and dry) recognized by Aristotle, from which other qualities were held to derive.














primary stress






noun






[Phonetics]

 the strongest accent in a word or breath group.

Compare with secondary stress
 .













primary structure






noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the characteristic sequence of amino acids forming a protein or polypeptide chain, considered as the most basic element of its structure.




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 the parts of an aircraft whose failure would seriously compromise safety.














primate1


 
/ˈprīˌmāt ˈprīmət/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Church]

 the chief bishop or archbishop of a province




•
 
the primate of Poland.














II.
 
derivatives





primatial

 
/prīˈmāSHəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
primat

 , from Latin 
primas

 , 
primat-

 ‘of the first rank,’ from 
primus

 ‘first.’





primate2


 
/ˈprīˌmāt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of an order that includes the lemurs, bushbabies, tarsiers, marmosets, monkeys, apes, and humans. They are distinguished by having hands, handlike feet, and forward-facing eyes, and, with the exception of humans, are typically agile tree-dwellers.

[Order 
Primates

 : several families.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
primas

 , 
primat-

 ‘of the first rank’ (see primate
 1
 ).





primatology

 
/ˌprīməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology that deals with primates.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
primatological

 
/ˌprīmətəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
primatologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















primavera

 
/ˌprēməˈverə/





I.
 
noun




the hard, light-colored timber of a Central American tree.

[The tree is 
Cybistax donnellsmithii

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 .]








II.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of a pasta dish) made with lightly sautéed spring vegetables




•
 
linguine primavera.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, denoting the season of spring, from Latin 
primus

 ‘first, earliest’ + 
ver

 ‘spring’ (alluding to the tree's early flowering).





prime1


 
/prīm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of first importance; main




•
 
her prime concern is the well-being of the patient.










2.
 
from which another thing may derive or proceed




•
 
Diogenes' conclusion that air is the prime matter.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of the best possible quality; excellent




•
 
a prime site in the center of Indianapolis




•
 
prime cuts of meat.










4.
 
having all the expected or typical characteristics of something




•
 
the novel is a prime example of the genre.










5.
 
most suitable or likely




•
 
it's the prime contender for best comedy of the year.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number) evenly divisible only by itself and one (e.g., 2, 3, 5, 7, 11).




7.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of two or more numbers in relation to each other) having no common factor but one.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state or time of greatest strength, vigor, or success in a person's life




•
 
you're in the prime of life




•
 
he wasn't elderly, but clearly past his prime.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the beginning or first period of something




•
 
the prime of the world.










3.
 


[Christian Church]

 a service forming part of the Divine Office, traditionally said (or chanted) at the first hour of the day (i.e., 6 a.m.), but now little used.




4.
 
a prime number.




5.
 


[Printing]

 a symbol (ʹ) written after a letter or symbol as a distinguishing mark or after a figure as a symbol for minutes or feet.




6.
 


[Fencing]

 the first of eight standard parrying positions.

[French.]




7.
 
short for prime rate
 .








III.
 
derivatives





primeness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
prīm

 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun), from Latin 
prima (hora

 ) ‘first (hour),’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
prime

 ; the adjective dates from late Middle English, via Old French from Latin 
primus

 ‘first.’





prime2


 
/prīm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) ready for use or action, in particular




2.
 
prepare (a firearm or explosive device) for firing or detonation.




3.
 
cover (a surface) with a preparatory coat of paint in order to prevent the absorption of subsequent layers of paint.




4.
 
pour or spray liquid into (a pump) before starting in order to seal the moving parts and facilitate its operation.




5.
 
inject extra fuel into (the cylinder or carburetor of an internal combustion engine) in order to facilitate starting.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a steam engine or its boiler) mix water with the steam being passed into the cylinder.




7.
 


[Biochemistry]

 serve as a starting material for (a polymerization process).




8.
 
prepare (someone) for a situation or task, typically by supplying them with relevant information


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the sentries had been primed to admit him without challenge.














II.
 
phrases





prime the pump






stimulate or support the growth or success of something by supplying it with money




•
 
capital from overseas that helps prime the US economic pump.





















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘fill, load’): origin uncertain; probably based on Latin 
primus

 ‘first,’ since the sense expressed is a “first” operation before something else.





prime contract





I.
 
noun




a contract whose requirements are partly fulfilled by the awarding of subcontracts.








II.
 
derivatives





prime contractor






noun






















prime cost






noun




the direct cost of a commodity in terms of the materials and labor involved in its production, excluding fixed costs.













prime lens






noun






[Photography]

 a lens of fixed focal length.













prime meridian

 
/prīm məˈridēən/






noun



1.
 
a planet's meridian adopted as the zero of longitude.




2.
 
(usu. 
the prime meridian

 )
 — the earth's zero of longitude, which by convention passes through Greenwich, England.

See also Greenwich meridian
 .













prime minister

 
/prīm ˈminəstər/





I.
 
noun




the head of an elected government; the principal minister of a sovereign or state.

In current use, the terms 
premier

 and 
prime minister

 refer to the same office in Britain, but in Canada and Australia the government of a province or state is headed by a premier, that of the federal government by a prime minister. In countries such as France, where the president has an executive function, the prime minister is in a subordinate position.








II.
 
derivatives





prime ministership






noun





















prime mover

 
/ˌprīm ˈmo͞ovər/






noun



1.
 
a person or establishment that is chiefly responsible for the creation or execution of a plan or project.




2.
 
an initial natural or mechanical source of motive power.














primer1


 
/ˈprīmər/






noun



1.
 
a substance used as a preparatory coat on previously unpainted wood, metal, or canvas, especially to prevent the absorption of subsequent layers of paint or the development of rust.




2.
 
a cosmetic applied to the face before another product, intended to improve the coverage and lasting effect of the second product




•
 
it's best to apply primer around the eye to help the makeup blend properly.










3.
 
a cap or cylinder containing a compound that responds to friction or an electrical impulse and ignites the charge in a cartridge or explosive.




4.
 
a small pump for pumping fuel to prime an internal combustion engine, especially in an aircraft.




5.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a molecule that serves as a starting material for a polymerization process.













primer2


 
/ˈprimər/





I.
 
noun




an elementary textbook that serves as an introduction to a subject of study or is used for teaching children to read.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
primarius (liber

 ) ‘primary (book)’ and 
primarium (manuale)

 ‘primary (manual).’






prime rate

 
//






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the lowest rate of interest at which money may be borrowed commercially.













prime rib






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a roast or steak cut from the seven ribs immediately before the loin.













prime time

 
/prīm tīm/






noun




the regularly occurring time at which a television or radio audience is expected to be greatest, typically the hours between 8 and 11 p.m.




•
 
the Olympics dominated 59% of prime time.



















primeur

 
/prēˈmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
primeurs

 )
 — fruit or vegetables grown to be available very early in the season.




2.
 
(also 
Primeur

 )
 — newly produced wines that have recently been made available.











– origin

 French, literally ‘newness.’





primeval

 
/prīˈmēvəl /

 


‹Brit.›

 primaeval





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling the earliest ages in the history of the world




•
 
mile after mile of primeval forest.










2.
 
(of feelings or actions) based on primitive instinct; raw and elementary




•
 
a primeval desire.














II.
 
derivatives





primevally

 
/prīˈmēv(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
primaevus

 (from 
primus

 ‘first’ + 
aevum

 ‘age’) + -al
 .





primigravida

 
/ˌprīməˈɡravədə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a woman who is pregnant for the first time.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin (feminine), from Latin 
primus

 ‘first’ + 
gravidus

 ‘pregnant’ (see gravid
 ).





priming

 
/ˈprīmiNG/






noun



1.
 
a substance that prepares something for use or action, in particular




2.
 
another term for primer
 1
 .




3.
 
gunpowder placed in the pan of a firearm to ignite a charge.














primipara

 
/prīˈmipərə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a woman who is giving birth for the first time.








II.
 
derivatives





primiparous

 
/prīˈmip(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin (feminine), from 
primus

 ‘first’ + 
-parus

 ‘bringing forth’ (from the verb 
parere

 ).





primitive

 
/ˈprimədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, denoting, or preserving the character of an early stage in the evolutionary or historical development of something




•
 
primitive mammals




•
 
a name corrupted from primitive German.










2.
 
relating to or denoting a preliterate, nonindustrial society or culture characterized by simple social and economic organization




•
 
primitive people.










3.
 
having a quality or style that offers an extremely basic level of comfort, convenience, or efficiency




•
 
the accommodations at the camp were a bit primitive.










4.
 
(of behavior, thought, or emotion) apparently originating in unconscious needs or desires and unaffected by objective reasoning




•
 
the primitive responses we share with many animals.










5.
 
of or denoting a simple, direct style of art that deliberately rejects sophisticated artistic techniques.




6.
 
not developed or derived from anything else




•
 
the primitive material of the universe.










7.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting a word, base, or root from which another is historically derived.




8.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of an algebraic or geometric expression) from which another is derived, or which is not itself derived from another.




9.
 


[Biology]

 (of a part or structure) in the first or early stage of formation or growth; rudimentary.

See also primitive streak
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person belonging to a preliterate, nonindustrial society or culture.




2.
 
a pre-Renaissance painter.




3.
 
a modern painter who imitates the pre-Renaissance style.




4.
 
an artist employing a simple, naive style that deliberately rejects subtlety or conventional techniques.




5.
 
a painting by a primitive artist, or an object in a primitive style.




6.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word, base, or root from which another is historically derived.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 an algebraic or geometric expression from which another is derived; a curve of which another is the polar or reciprocal.




8.
 


[Computing]

 a simple operation or procedure of a limited set from which complex operations or procedures may be constructed, especially a simple geometric shape that may be generated in computer graphics by such an operation or procedure.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
primitively

 
/ˈprimədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
primitiveness

 
/ˈprimədivnəs /






noun













3.
 
primitivity

 
/ˌpriməˈtivətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘original, not derivative’): from Old French 
primitif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
primitivus

 ‘first of its kind,’ from 
primus

 ‘first.’





primitive cell






noun






[Crystallography]

 the smallest possible unit cell of a lattice, having lattice points at each of its eight vertices only.













Primitive Methodist






noun






‹historical›

 a member of a society of Methodists that was formed in 1811 and joined the united Methodist Church in 1932.














primitive streak






noun






[Embryology]

 the faint streak that is the earliest trace of the embryo in the fertilized ovum of a higher vertebrate.













primitivism

 
/ˈprimədivˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a belief in the value of what is simple and unsophisticated, expressed as a philosophy of life or through art or literature.




2.
 
unsophisticated behavior that is unaffected by objective reasoning.








II.
 
derivatives





primitivist






noun, adjective





















primo

 
/ˈprēmō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the leading or upper part in a duet.








II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 of top quality or importance




•
 
the primo team in the land.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, literally ‘first.’





Primo de Rivera, Miguel

 
/ˈprēmō de riˈve(ə)rə/






(1870–1930), Spanish general and statesman; head of state 1923–30. He assumed dictatorial powers after leading a military coup. His son, 
José Antonio

 (1903–36), founded the Falange in 1933 and was executed by Republicans during the Spanish Civil War.









primogenitor

 
/ˌprīmōˈjenədər/





I.
 
noun




an ancestor, especially the earliest ancestor of a people; a progenitor.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: variant of progenitor
 , on the pattern of 
primogeniture

 .






primogeniture

 
/ˌprīmōˈjenəˌCHər ˌprīmōˈjenəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being the firstborn child.




2.
 
(also 
right of primogeniture

 )
 — the right of succession belonging to the firstborn child, especially the feudal rule by which the whole real estate of an intestate passed to the eldest son.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
primogenital

 
/-ˈjenitl /






adjective













2.
 
primogenitary

 
/-ˈjeniˌterē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
primogenitura

 , from Latin 
primo

 ‘first’ + 
genitura

 ‘geniture.’





primordial

 
/prīˈmôrdēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing at or from the beginning of time; primeval




•
 
the primordial oceans.










2.
 
(especially of a state or quality) basic and fundamental




•
 
the primordial needs of the masses.










3.
 


[Biology]

 (of a cell, part, or tissue) in the earliest stage of development.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
primordiality

 
/ˌprīˌmôrdēˈalətē /






noun













2.
 
primordially

 
/prīˈmôrdēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
primordialis

 ‘first of all,’ from 
primordius

 ‘original’ (see primordium
 ).





primordial soup






noun




a solution rich in organic compounds in the primitive oceans of the earth, from which life is hypothesized to have originated.














primordium

 
/prīˈmôrdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organ, structure, or tissue in the earliest stage of development.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
primordius

 ‘original,’ from 
primus

 ‘first’ + 
ordiri

 ‘begin.’





Primorsky

 
/prēˈmôrskē/






an administrative territory in the far southeast of Siberian Russia, between the Sea of Japan and the Chinese border; capital, Vladivostok.









primo uomo

 
/ˌprēmō ˈwōmō/





I.
 
noun




the principal male singer in an opera or opera company.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘first man.’





primp

 
/primp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend time making minor adjustments to (one's hair, makeup, or clothes)




•
 
they primped his hair




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the girls who were primping in front of the mirror.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: related to prim
 .





primrose

 
/ˈprimˌrōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a commonly cultivated plant of European woodlands that produces pale yellow flowers in the early spring.

[
Primula vulgaris

 , family 
Primulaceae

 (the 
primrose family

 ). This family also includes the cowslips, pimpernels, and cyclamens.]




2.
 
(also 
primrose yellow

 )
 — a pale yellow color.








II.
 
phrases





primrose path






the pursuit of pleasure, especially when it is seen to bring disastrous consequences




•
 
unaware of his doom, he continued down his primrose path.







[with allusion to Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 
I

 . iii. 50.]















– origin

 late Middle English: compare with Old French 
primerose

 and medieval Latin 
prima rosa

 , literally ‘first rose.’






primula

 
/ˈprimyələ/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes primroses, cowslips, and cyclamens. Many kinds are cultivated as ornamentals, bearing flowers in a wide variety of colors in the spring.

[Genus 
Primula

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from medieval Latin, feminine of 
primulus

 , diminutive of 
primus

 ‘first.’





primulaceous

 
/ˌprimyəˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the primrose family (
Primulaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Primulaceae

 (plural), based on medieval Latin 
primula

 (see primula
 ), + -ous
 .





primum mobile

 
/ˌprīməm ˈmōbəˌlē, ˌprē-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the central or most important source of motion or action.




2.
 
(in the medieval version of the Ptolemaic system) an outer sphere supposed to move around the earth in 24 hours, carrying the inner spheres with it.











– origin

 from medieval Latin, literally ‘first moving thing.’





primus inter pares

 
/ˌprīməs ˌin(t)ər ˈperēz/





I.
 
noun




a first among equals; the senior or representative member of a group.











– origin

 Latin.





prin.






abbreviation



1.
 
principal.




2.
 
principally.




3.
 
principle.














prince

 
/prins/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the son of a monarch.




2.
 
a close male relative of a monarch, especially a son's son.




3.
 
a male royal ruler of a small state, actually, nominally, or originally subject to a king or emperor.




4.
 
(in France, Germany and other European countries) a nobleman, usually ranking next below a duke.




5.
 
(
prince of/among

 )
 — a man or thing regarded as outstanding or excellent in a particular sphere or group




•
 
arctic char is a prince among fishes.














II.
 
derivatives





princedom

 
/ˈprinsdəm /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
princeps

 , 
princip-

 ‘first, chief, sovereign,’ from 
primus

 ‘first’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





Prince, Hal

 
/prins/






(1928–) US theatrical producer and director; full name 
Harold Smith Prince

 . Among the shows that he produced were 
Pajama Game

 (1954), 
West Side Story

 (1957), 
Fiorello

 (1959), and 
Fiddler on the Roof

 (1964). Some that he also directed included 
Cabaret

 (1966), 
Evita

 (1978), and 
Phantom of the Opera

 (1988).









Prince Charming

 
prince charming





I.
 
an ideal male lover who is both handsome and of admirable character.







– origin

 partial translation of French 
Roi Charmant

 , literally ‘King Charming.’





Prince Consort






noun




the husband of a reigning female sovereign who is himself a prince.













Prince Edward Island






an island in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in eastern Canada, the country's smallest province; capital, Charlottetown. Explored by Jacques Cartier in 1534 and colonized by the French, it was ceded to the British in 1763 and became a Canadian province in 1873.









Prince George's County

 
/prins ˌjôrjəz ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in south central Maryland, the site of many southeastern suburbs of Washington, DC; pop. 820,852 (est. 2008).









princeling

 
/ˈprinsliNG/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 the ruler of a small principality or domain.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a young prince.













princely

 
/ˈprinslē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or held by a prince




•
 
the princely states of India




•
 
princely authority.










2.
 
sumptuous and splendid




•
 
princely accommodations.










3.
 
(of a sum of money) large or generous (often used ironically)




•
 
she's paying a princely sum.














II.
 
derivatives





princeliness

 
/ˈprinslēnəs /






noun





















Prince of Darkness






noun




a name for the Devil.













Prince of Peace






noun




a title given to Jesus Christ (in allusion to Isa. 9:6).













Prince of the Church






noun






‹historical›

 a dignitary in the Roman Catholic Church, especially a wealthy or influential cardinal or bishop.














Prince of Wales






noun




a title traditionally granted to the heir apparent to the British throne (usually the eldest son of the sovereign) since Edward I of England gave the title to his son in 1301 after the conquest of Wales.













Prince of Wales Island





I.
 
an island in the Canadian Arctic, in the Northwest Territories, to the east of Victoria Island.




II.
 
former name for Penang
 .




III.
 
the largest island in the Alexander Archipelago, in southeastern Alaska, home to the Haida people.









Prince Royal






noun




the eldest son of a reigning monarch.













Prince Rupert's Land






another name for Rupert's Land
 .









Princes in the Tower






the young sons of Edward IV, namely 
Edward, Prince of Wales

 (born 1470) and 
Richard, Duke of York

 (born 1472), supposedly murdered in the Tower of London in or shortly after 1483.









princess

 
/ˈprinsəs ˈprinˌses/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the daughter of a monarch.




2.
 
a close female relative of monarch, especially a son's daughter.




3.
 
the wife or widow of a prince.




4.
 
the female ruler of a small state, actually, nominally, or originally subject to a king or emperor.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a spoiled or arrogant young woman.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
princesse

 , from 
prince

 (see prince
 ).





princesse lointaine

 
/praNˌses lwaNˈten/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an ideal but unattainable woman.











– origin

 French, literally ‘distant princess,’ from the title of a play by E. Rostand (see Rostand, Edmond
 ), based on a theme in troubadour poetry.





Princess Royal






noun




the eldest daughter of a reigning monarch (especially as a title conferred by the British monarch).













princess tree






noun




another name for empress tree
 .













Princeton

 
/ˈprinstən/






a historic borough in west central New Jersey, home to Princeton University; pop. 17,438 (est. 2008).









Princeton University

 
/ˌprinstən ˌyo͞onəˈvərsədē/






an Ivy League university at Princeton, New Jersey, founded in 1746.









Prince William Sound

 
/ˌprins ˌwilyəm ˈsound/






an inlet of the Pacific Ocean in south central Alaska, scene of a huge 1989 oil tanker spill. Cordova and Valdez are the main ports.










principal

 
/ˈprinsəpəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
first in order of importance; main




•
 
the country's principal cities.










2.
 
(of money) denoting an original sum invested or lent




•
 
the principal amount of your investment.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the person with the highest authority or most important position in an organization, institution, or group




•
 
a design consultancy whose principal is based in San Francisco.










2.
 
the head of a school, college, or other educational institution.




3.
 
the leading performer in a concert, play, ballet, or opera.




4.
 


[Music]

 the leading player in each section of an orchestra.




5.
 
a sum of money lent or invested on which interest is paid




•
 
the winners are paid from the interest without even touching the principal.










6.
 
a person for whom another acts as an agent or representative




•
 
stockbrokers in Tokyo act as agents rather than as principals.










7.
 


[Law]

 the person directly responsible for a crime.




8.
 


‹historical›

 each of the combatants in a duel.




9.
 
a main rafter supporting purlins.




10.
 
an organ stop sounding a main register of open flue pipes typically an octave above the diapason.








III.
 
derivatives





principalship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
principalis

 ‘first, original,’ from 
princeps

 , 
princip-

 ‘first, chief.’ / 
usage:

 Is it 
principal

 or 
principle

 ? 
Principal

 means 'most important' or 'person in charge': my principal reason for coming tonight; the high school principal. It also means 'a capital sum': the principal would be repaid in five years. 
Principle

 means 'rule, basis for conduct': her principles kept her from stealing despite her poverty.





principal axis






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 each of three mutually perpendicular axes in a body about which the moment of inertia is at a maximum.




2.
 


[Physics]

 another term for optical axis
 .













principal diagonal






noun






[Mathematics]

 the set of elements of a matrix that lie on the line joining the top left corner to the bottom right corner.













principality

 
/ˌprinsəˈpalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state ruled by a prince.




2.
 
(
the Principality

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 Wales.




3.
 
(
principalities

 )
 — (in traditional Christian angelology) the fifth highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the rank of a prince): from Old French 
principalite

 , from late Latin 
principalitas

 , from Latin 
principalis

 ‘first, original’ (see principal
 ).





principally

 
/ˈprinsəp(ə)lē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
for the most part; chiefly




•
 
he was principally a landscape painter.



















principal parts






plural noun






[Grammar]

 the forms of a verb from which all other inflected forms can be deduced, for example, 
swim

 , 
swam

 , 
swum

 .













principate

 
/ˈprinsəˌpāt, -pət/





I.
 
noun




the rule of the early Roman emperors, during which some features of republican government were retained.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a principality): from Latin 
principatus

 ‘first place,’ from 
princeps

 , 
princip-

 ‘first, chief’ (see prince
 ). The sense ‘rule of the emperors’ dates from the mid 19th cent.





principle

 
/ˈprinsəpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fundamental truth or proposition that serves as the foundation for a system of belief or behavior or for a chain of reasoning




•
 
the basic principles of Christianity.










2.
 
(usu. 
principles

 )
 — a rule or belief governing one's personal behavior




•
 
struggling to be true to their own principles




•
 
she resigned over a matter of principle.










3.
 
morally correct behavior and attitudes




•
 
a man of principle.










4.
 
a general scientific theorem or law that has numerous special applications across a wide field.




5.
 
a natural law forming the basis for the construction or working of a machine




•
 
these machines all operate on the same general principle.










6.
 
a fundamental source or basis of something




•
 
the first principle of all things was water.










7.
 
a fundamental quality or attribute determining the nature of something; an essence




•
 
the combination of male and female principles.










8.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 an active or characteristic constituent of a substance, obtained by simple analysis or separation




•
 
the active principle in the medulla is epinephrine.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in principle





a.
 
as a general idea or plan, although the details are not yet established or clear




•
 
the government agreed in principle to a peace plan that included a ceasefire.










b.
 
used to indicate that although something is theoretically possible, it may not actually happen




•
 
in principle, the banks are entitled to withdraw these loans when necessary.















2.
 
on principle






because of or in order to demonstrate one's adherence to a particular belief




•
 
he refused, on principle, to pay the fine.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
principium

 ‘source,’ 
principia

 (plural) ‘foundations,’ from 
princeps

 , 
princip-

 ‘first, chief.’ / 
usage:

 On the confusion of 
principle

 and 
principal

 , see usage at principal
 .





principled

 
/ˈprinsəpəld/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) acting in accordance with morality and showing recognition of right and wrong




•
 
a principled politician.










2.
 
(of a system or method) based on a given set of rules




•
 
a coherent and principled approach.



















prink

 
/priNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — (
prink oneself

 )


1.
 
spend time making minor adjustments to one's appearance; primp




•
 
prinking themselves in front of the mirror.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably related to archaic 
prank

 ‘dress or adorn in a showy manner’; related to Middle Low German 
prank

 ‘pomp,’ Dutch 
pronk

 ‘finery.’





print

 
/print/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce (books, newspapers, magazines, etc.), especially in large quantities, by a mechanical process involving the transfer of text, images, or designs to paper




•
 
a thousand copies of the book were printed.










2.
 
produce (text or a picture) by printing




•
 
the words had been printed in blue type.










3.
 
(of a newspaper or magazine) publish (a piece of writing) within its pages




•
 
the article was printed in the first edition.










4.
 
(of a publisher or printer) arrange for (a book, manuscript, etc.) to be reproduced in large quantities




•
 
Harper printed her memoirs in 1930.










5.
 
produce a paper copy of (information stored on a computer)




•
 
the results of a search can be 
printed out

 .










6.
 
send (a computer file) to a printer or to another, temporary file.




7.
 
produce (a photographic print) from a negative




•
 
any make of film can be developed and printed.










8.
 
write (text) clearly without joining the letters




•
 
print your name and address on the back of the check




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
it will be easier to read if I print.










9.
 
mark (a surface, typically a textile or a garment) with a colored design or pattern




•
 
a delicate fabric 
printed with

 roses.










10.
 
transfer (a colored design or pattern) to a surface




•
 
patterns of birds, flowers, and trees were printed on the cotton.










11.
 
make (a mark or indentation) on a surface or in a soft substance by pressing something onto it




•
 
he printed a mark on her soft skin.










12.
 
mark or indent (the surface of a soft substance)




•
 
we printed the butter with carved wooden butter molds.










13.
 
fix (something) firmly or indelibly in someone's mind




•
 
his face, with its clearly drawn features, was 
printed on

 her memory.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the text appearing in a book, newspaper, or other printed publication, especially with reference to its size, form, or style




•
 
squinting at the tiny print




•
 
bold print.










2.
 
the state of being available in published form




•
 
the news will never 
get into print

 .










3.
 
a newspaper or magazine


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the print media.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of or relating to the printing industry or the printed media




•
 
the print unions




•
 
a print worker.










5.
 
an indentation or mark left on a surface or soft substance by pressure, especially that of a foot or hand




•
 
there were paw prints everywhere.










6.
 
(
prints

 )
 — fingerprints




•
 
the FBI matched the prints to those of the Las Vegas drug suspect.










7.
 
a picture or design printed from a block or plate or copied from a painting by photography




•
 
the walls were hung with wildlife prints.










8.
 
a photograph printed on paper from a negative or transparency.




9.
 
a copy of a motion picture on film, especially a particular version of it.




10.
 
a piece of fabric or clothing with a decorative colored pattern or design printed on it




•
 
light summer prints




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a floral print dress.










11.
 
a printed pattern or design.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
appear in print






(of an author) have one's work published.









2.
 
in print





a.
 
(of a book) available from the publisher




•
 
he was surprised to find it was still in print.










b.
 
in printed or published form




•
 
she did not live to see her work in print.















3.
 
out of print






(of a book) no longer available from the publisher




•
 
the title I want is out of print.















4.
 
the printed word






language or ideas as expressed in books, newspapers, or other publications, especially when contrasted with their expression in speech.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the impression made by a stamp or seal): from Old French 
preinte

 ‘pressed,’ feminine past participle of 
preindre

 , from Latin 
premere

 ‘to press.’





print.






abbreviation




printing.













printability

 
/ˌprin(t)əˈbilədē/






noun




the ability of paper to take print




•
 
the paper's printability and porosity.



















printable

 
/ˈprin(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
suitable or fit to be printed or published




•
 
break photographs up into printable form




•
 
few people had a good, or even printable, word for him.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of text) able to be printed




•
 
the file is printable.



















printed circuit






noun




an electronic circuit consisting of thin strips of a conducting material such as copper, which have been etched from a layer fixed to a flat insulating sheet called a 
printed circuit board

 , and to which integrated circuits and other components are attached.













printer

 
/ˈprin(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a person whose job or business is commercial printing.




2.
 
a machine for printing text or pictures onto paper, especially one linked to a computer.













printer-friendly

 
/ˌprin(t)ərˈfrendlē/






adjective




formatted for output to a printer, with extraneous material deleted or suppressed




•
 
printer-friendly sample ballots to take with you to their polling place.




















printer's devil






noun






‹historical›

 a person, typically a young boy, serving at or below the level of apprentice in a printing establishment.













printer's mark






noun




a logo serving as a printer's trademark.













printery

 
/ˈprin(t)ərē/






noun




a print shop.














printhead

 
/ˈprintˌhed /

 
print head






noun






[Computing]

 a component in a printer that assembles and holds the characters and from which the images of the characters are transferred to the printing medium.













printing

 
/ˈprin(t)iNG/






noun



1.
 
the production of books, newspapers, or other printed material




•
 
the invention of printing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the printing industry.










2.
 
a single impression of a book




•
 
the second printing was ready just after Christmas.










3.
 
handwriting in which the letters are written separately rather than being joined together.













printing press

 
/ˈprin(t)iNG ˌpres/






noun




a machine for printing text or pictures from type or plates.













printmaker

 
/ˈprintˌmākər/






noun




a person who makes pictures or designs by printing them from specially prepared plates or blocks.













printmaking

 
/ˈprintˌmākiNG/






noun




the activity or occupation of making pictures or designs by printing them from specially prepared plates or blocks




•
 
traditional Japanese woodblock printmaking




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the artist uses a special printmaking technique.




















print-on-demand






noun




a system or process whereby individual copies or small numbers of a text are printed to order, typically using digital technology




•
 
most of the large publishers offer such computer-based services as e-books and print-on-demand




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
print-on-demand technology.



















printout

 
/ˈprintout/






noun






[Computing]

 a page or set of pages of printed material produced by a computer's printer.













print preview






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 a software function that allows a user to see what a document will look like if printed




•
 
the print preview shows headers.



















print queue






noun






[Computing]

 a series of print jobs waiting to use a printer.













print run

 
/ˈprint ˌrən/






noun




the number of copies of a book, magazine, etc., printed at one time.













print shop

 
/print ˈSHäp /

 
printshop






noun




an establishment where the printing of newspapers, books, and other materials takes place.













prion1


 
/ˈprīˌän/





I.
 
noun




a small petrel of southern seas, having a wide bill fringed with comblike plates for feeding on planktonic crustaceans.

[Genus 
Pachyptila

 , family 
Procellariidae

 : six species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin (former genus name), from Greek 
priōn

 ‘a saw’ (referring to its sawlike bill).






prion2


 
/ˈprēˌän ˈprīän/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 a protein particle that is believed to be the cause of brain diseases such as BSE, scrapie, and Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease. Prions are not visible microscopically, contain no nucleic acid, and are highly resistant to destruction.

Compare with virino
 .











– origin

 1980s: by rearrangement of elements from 
pro(teinaceous) in(fectious particle)

 .






prior1


 
/ˈprī(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing or coming before in time, order, or importance




•
 
he has a prior engagement this evening.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a previous criminal conviction




•
 
he had no juvenile record, no priors.














III.
 
phrases





prior to






before a particular time or event




•
 
she visited me on the day prior to her death.





















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘former, elder,’ related to 
prae

 ‘before.’






prior2


 
/ˈprī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who is head of a house or group of houses of certain religious orders, in particular




2.
 
the man next in rank below an abbot.




3.
 
the head of a house of friars.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
priorate

 
/ˈprīərət /






noun













2.
 
priorship

 
/ˈprīərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English, from a medieval Latin noun use of Latin 
prior

 ‘elder, former’ (see prior
 1
 ).





prioress

 
/ˈprī(ə)rəs/






noun



1.
 
a woman who is head of a house of certain orders of nuns.




2.
 
the woman next in rank below an abbess.













prioritize

 
/prīˈôrəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
designate or treat (something) as more important than other things




•
 
prioritize your credit card debt.










2.
 
determine the order for dealing with (a series of items or tasks) according to their relative importance




•
 
age affects the way people prioritize their goals




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
are you able to prioritize?














II.
 
derivatives





prioritization

 
/ˌprīˌôrədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌprīˌôrəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















priority

 
/prīˈôrədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is regarded as more important than another




•
 
housework didn't figure high on her list of priorities.










2.
 
the fact or condition of being regarded or treated as more important




•
 
the safety of the country 
takes priority over

 any other matter.










3.
 
the right to take precedence or to proceed before others




•
 
priority is given to those with press passes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
clear the left lane for priority traffic.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting precedence in time or rank): from Old French 
priorite

 , from medieval Latin 
prioritas

 , from Latin 
prior

 ‘former’ (see prior
 1
 ).






prior probability






noun






[Statistics]

 a probability as assessed before making reference to certain relevant observations, especially subjectively or on the assumption that all possible outcomes be given the same probability.

Compare with posterior probability
 .













prior restraint






noun






[Law]

 judicial suppression of material that would be published or broadcast, on the grounds that it is libelous or harmful. In US law, the First Amendment severely limits the ability of the government to do this.













priory

 
/ˈprī(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




a small monastery or nunnery that is governed by a prior or prioress.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
priorie

 , medieval Latin 
prioria

 , from Latin 
prior

 ‘elder, superior’ (see prior
 2
 ).





Pripyat

 
/ˈprēpyit /

 
Pripet






a river in northwestern Ukraine and southern Belarus that rises in Ukraine near the border with Poland and flows about 440 miles (710 km) east through the Pripyat Marshes to join the Dnieper River north of Kiev.









Priscian

 
/ˈpriSH(ə)n ˈpriSHēən/






(6th century 
AD

 ), Byzantine grammarian; full name 
Priscianus Caesariensis

 . His 
Grammatical Institutions

 became one of the standard Latin grammatical works in the Middle Ages.









Priscoan

 
/prisˈkōən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the eon that (in some schemes) constitutes the earliest part of the Precambrian, preceding the Archean eon. It extended from the origin of the earth to about 4 billion years ago and has left no so far identifiable rocks.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Priscoan

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Priscoan eon.











– origin

 formed irregularly from Latin 
priscus

 ‘ancient’ + -an
 .






prism

 
/ˈprizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a solid geometric figure whose two end faces are similar, equal, and parallel rectilinear figures, and whose sides are parallelograms.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 
[Optics]

 a glass or other transparent object in prism form, especially one that is triangular with refracting surfaces at an acute angle with each other and that separates white light into a spectrum of colors.




3.
 


[Geometry]

 used figuratively with reference to the clarification or distortion afforded by a particular viewpoint




•
 
they were forced to imagine the disaster through 
the prism of

 television.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
prisma

 ‘thing sawn,’ from 
prizein

 ‘to saw.’





prismatic

 
/prizˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or having the form of a prism or prisms




•
 
a prismatic structure.










2.
 
(of colors) formed, separated, or distributed by an optical prism or something acting as one




•
 
a flash of prismatic light on the edge of the glass.










3.
 
(of colors) varied and brilliant




•
 
a hundred prismatic tints.










4.
 
(of an instrument) incorporating a prism or prisms




•
 
a prismatic compass.














II.
 
derivatives





prismatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
prismatique

 , from Greek 
prisma

 ‘thing sawn’ (see prism
 ).





prismatic layer






noun






[Zoology]

 the middle layer of the shell of a mollusk, consisting of calcite or aragonite.













prismoid

 
/ˈprizmoid/






noun






[Geometry]

 a solid geometric figure like a prism, in which the end faces have the same number of sides but are not equal.














prison

 
/ˈprizən/





I.
 
noun




a building in which people are legally held as a punishment for a crime they have committed or while awaiting trial




•
 
he died 
in prison






•
 
both men were 
sent to prison

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 imprison




•
 
the young man prisoned behind the doors.

















– origin

 late Old English, from Old French 
prisun

 , from Latin 
prensio(n-)

 , variant of 
prehensio(n-)

 ‘laying hold of,’ from the verb 
prehendere

 . / 
usage:

 In North America, 
prison

 specifically denotes a facility run by the state (in Canada provincial) or federal government for those who have been convicted of serious crimes, whereas 
jail

 denotes a locally run facility for those awaiting trial or convicted of minor offenses.





prison camp

 
/ˈprizn ˌkamp/






noun




a camp where prisoners of war or political prisoners are kept under guard.













prison cell






noun




a cell in a prison, in which a prisoner is locked




•
 
he is now languishing in a prison cell.



















prisoner

 
/ˈpriz(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person legally held in prison as a punishment for crimes they have committed or while awaiting trial.




2.
 
a person captured and kept confined by an enemy, opponent, or criminal




•
 
the heroine was being 
held prisoner

 in a cave




•
 
200 rebels were 
taken prisoner

 .










3.
 
a person who is or feels confined or trapped by a situation or set of circumstances




•
 
he's become a prisoner of the publicity he's generated.














II.
 
phrases





take no prisoners






be ruthlessly aggressive or uncompromising in the pursuit of one's objectives.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prisonier

 , from 
prison

 (see prison
 ).





prisoner of conscience






noun




a person who has been imprisoned for holding political or religious views that are not tolerated by their own government.













prisoner of war

 
POW






noun




a person who has been captured and imprisoned by the enemy in war.













prisoner's base






noun




a chasing game played by two groups of children each occupying a distinct base or home.













prisoner's dilemma






noun




(in game theory) a situation in which two players each have two options whose outcome depends crucially on the simultaneous choice made by the other, often formulated in terms of two prisoners separately deciding whether to confess to a crime.













prissy

 
/ˈprisē/





I.
 
adjective




fussily and excessively respectable




•
 
her prissy mother




•
 
prissy little dresses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prissily

 
/ˈprisəlē /






adverb













2.
 
prissiness






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps a blend of prim
 and sissy
 .





Priština

 
/ˈpriSHtinə/






a city in the Balkans, the capital of Kosovo; pop. 210,800 (est. 2009).









pristine

 
/ˈprisˌtēn priˈstēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in its original condition; unspoiled




•
 
pristine copies of an early magazine.










2.
 
clean and fresh as if new; spotless




•
 
a pristine white shirt.














II.
 
derivatives





pristinely






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘original, former, primitive and undeveloped’): from Latin 
pristinus

 ‘former.’ The senses ‘unspoiled’ and ‘spotless’ date from the 1920s.





Pritchett, Sir V. S.

 
/ˈpriCHət/






(1900–97), English writer and critic; full name 
Victor Sawdon Pritchett

 . His short-story collections include 
The Spanish Virgin and Other Stories

 (1930). Pritchett is also noted for his novels, such as 
Mr. Beluncle

 (1951), and for his autobiographies, 
A Cab at the Door

 (1968) and 
Midnight Oil

 (1973). His critical works include 
The Living Novel

 (1946).









prithee

 
/ˈpriT͟Hē/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 please (used to convey a polite request)




•
 
prithee, Jack, answer me honestly.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: abbreviation of 
I pray thee

 .





priv.






abbreviation



1.
 
private.




2.
 
privative.













privacy

 
/ˈprīvəsē/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being free from being observed or disturbed by other people




•
 
she returned to the privacy of her own home.










2.
 
the state of being free from public attention




•
 
a law to restrict newspapers' freedom to invade people's privacy.




















private

 
/ˈprīvit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to or for the use of one particular person or group of people only




•
 
all bedrooms have private facilities




•
 
his private plane.










2.
 
(of a situation, activity, or gathering) affecting or involving only a particular person or group of people




•
 
a small private service in the chapel.










3.
 
(of thoughts and feelings) not to be shared with or revealed to others




•
 
she felt awkward intruding on private grief.










4.
 
(of a person) not choosing to share thoughts and feelings with others




•
 
he was a very private man.










5.
 
(of a meeting or discussion) involving only a small number of people and dealing with matters that are not to be disclosed to others




•
 
this is a private conversation.










6.
 
(of a place) quiet and free from people who can interrupt




•
 
can we go somewhere a little more private?










7.
 
(of a person) having no official or public role or position




•
 
the paintings were sold to a private collector.










8.
 
not connected with one's work or official position




•
 
he would continue to represent her in a private capacity as advisor and confidant.










9.
 
(of a service or industry) provided or owned by an individual or an independent, commercial company rather than by the government




•
 
research projects carried out by private industry




•
 
more than 1,400 state enterprises that were about to 
go private

 .










10.
 
of or relating to a system of education or medical treatment conducted outside the system of government and charging fees to the individuals who make use of it.




11.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a transaction between individuals and not involving commercial organizations




•
 
it was a private sale—no agent's commission.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a soldier of the lowest rank, in particular an enlisted person in the US Army or Marine Corps ranking below private first class.




2.
 
(
privates

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 short for private parts
 .








III.
 
phrases





in private






with no one else present




•
 
I've got to talk to you in private.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a person not acting in an official capacity): from Latin 
privatus

 ‘withdrawn from public life,’ a use of the past participle of 
privare

 ‘bereave, deprive,’ from 
privus

 ‘single, individual.’





private detective






noun




another term for private investigator
 .













private enterprise

 
/ˈprīvit ˈen(t)ərˌprīz/






noun




business or industry that is managed by independent companies or private individuals rather than by the state.













privateer

 
/ˌprīvəˈtir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an armed ship owned and officered by private individuals holding a government commission and authorized for use in war, especially in the capture of enemy merchant shipping.




2.
 
(also 
privateersman

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 a commander or crew member of a privateer, often regarded as a pirate.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in the activities of a privateer.








III.
 
derivatives





privateering

 
/ˌprīvəˈtiriNG /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from private
 , on the pattern of 
volunteer

 .





private eye






noun






‹informal›

 a private investigator.













private first class

 
/ˈˌprīvit ˌfərst ˈklas/






noun




an enlisted person in the armed forces, in particular (in the US Army) an enlisted person ranking above private and below corporal or (in the US Marine Corps) an enlisted person ranking above private and below lance corporal.














private investigator

 
/ˈprīvit inˈvestəˌɡādər /

 
private detective






noun




a freelance detective who carries out investigations on behalf of private clients.













private label





I.
 
adjective




designating a product manufactured or packaged for sale under the name of the retailer rather than that of the manufacturer




•
 
private label cheeses.














II.
 
noun




a retailer's name, as used on a product sold by the retailer but manufactured by another company




•
 
the yogurt is sold under their private label.



















private law

 
/ˈprīvit lô/






noun




a branch of the law that deals with the relations between individuals or institutions, rather than relations between these and the government.













privately

 
/ˈprīvitlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a private way, manner, or capacity




•
 
I must insist we speak privately




•
 
his research is privately financed.










2.
 
[often 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to refer to a situation in which someone's thoughts and feelings are not disclosed to others




•
 
privately, Republican strategists worried about the latest polls.



















private member

 
/ˈprīvit ˈmembər/






noun




(in the UK, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand) a member of a parliament who is not a minister or does not hold government office.














private parts

 
/ˈprīvit pärts/






plural noun




used euphemistically to refer to a person's genitals.













private placement






noun






[Stock Market]

 the sale of stocks, bonds, or securities directly to a private investor, rather than as part of a public offering




•
 
the company may be close to a large private placement, which would raise capital without an SEC filing.



















private practice

 
/ˈprīvit ˈpraktəs/






noun




the work of a professional practitioner, such as a doctor or lawyer, who is self-employed.













private school






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a school supported by a private organization or private individuals rather than by the government.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a school supported wholly by the payment of fees.













private secretary

 
/ˈprīvit ˈsekrəˌterē/






noun



1.
 
a secretary who deals with the personal and confidential concerns of a business person or public figure.




2.
 
a civil servant acting as an aide to a senior government official.













private sector






noun




the part of the national economy that is not under direct government control.













private soldier

 
/ˈprīvit ˈsōljər/






noun




a soldier of the lowest rank.













private treaty

 
/ˈprīvit ˈtrēdē/






noun




the agreement for the sale of a property at a price negotiated directly between the vendor and purchaser or their agents.














privation

 
/prīˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state in which things that are essential for human well-being such as food and warmth are scarce or lacking




•
 
years of rationing and privation




•
 
the 
privations of

 life at the front.










2.
 


‹formal›

 the loss or absence of a quality or attribute that is normally present




•
 
cold is the privation of heat.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
privatio(n-)

 , from 
privat-

 ‘deprived,’ from the verb 
privare

 (see private
 ).





privatism

 
/ˈprīvəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




a tendency to be concerned with ideas or issues only insofar as they affect one as an individual.








II.
 
derivatives





privatist






adjective





















privative

 
/ˈprivədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or state) marked by the absence, removal, or loss of some quality or attribute that is normally present.




2.
 
(of a statement or term) denoting the absence or loss of an attribute or quality




•
 
the wording of the privative clause.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a particle or affix) expressing absence or negation, for example, the 
a-

 (from the 
alpha privative

 in Greek), meaning “not,” in 
atypical

 .








II.
 
noun




a privative attribute, quality, or proposition.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
privativus

 ‘denoting privation,’ from 
privat-

 ‘deprived’ (see privation
 ).





privatization

 
/ˌprīvədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌprīvəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the transfer of a business, industry, or service from public to private ownership and control




•
 
the workers are opposing the privatization of the national rail company




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the government launched a new round of privatizations




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the government's privatization plans.



















privatize

 
/ˈprīvəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (a business, industry, or service) from public to private ownership and control




•
 
a plan for privatizing education.














II.
 
derivatives





privatizer

 
/ˈprīvəˌtīzər /






noun





















privet

 
/ˈprivit/





I.
 
noun




a shrub of the olive family, with small white, heavily scented flowers and poisonous black berries.

[Genus 
Ligustrum

 , family 
Oleaceae

 : several species, in particular the semievergreen 
common privet

 (
L. vulgare

 ), often grown as a hedge.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





privilege

 
/ˈpriv(ə)lij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a special right, advantage, or immunity granted or available only to a particular person or group of people




•
 
education is a right, not a privilege




•
 
he has been accustomed all his life to wealth and privilege.










2.
 
something regarded as a rare opportunity and bringing particular pleasure




•
 
I have the privilege of awarding you this scholarship.










3.
 
(also 
absolute privilege

 )
 — (in a parliamentary context) the right to say or write something without the risk of incurring punishment or legal action for defamation.




4.
 
the right of a lawyer or official to refuse to divulge confidential information.




5.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a grant to an individual, corporation, or place of special rights or immunities, especially in the form of a franchise or monopoly.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 grant a privilege or privileges to




•
 
English inheritance law privileged the eldest son.










2.
 
(usu. 
be privileged from

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 exempt (someone) from a liability or obligation to which others are subject.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
privilegium

 ‘bill or law affecting an individual,’ from 
privus

 ‘private’ + 
lex

 , 
leg-

 ‘law.’





privileged

 
/ˈpriv(ə)lijd/






adjective



1.
 
having special rights, advantages, or immunities




•
 
in the nineteenth century, only a privileged few had the vote.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — having the rare opportunity to do something that brings particular pleasure




•
 
I felt I had been privileged to compete in such a race.










3.
 
(of information) legally protected from being made public




•
 
the intelligence reports are privileged.



















privity

 
/ˈprivədē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a relation between two parties that is recognized by law, such as that of blood, lease, or service




•
 
the parties no longer have privity with each other




•
 
a warehouseman not in privity with the government.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘secrecy, intimacy’): from Old French 
privete

 , from medieval Latin 
privitas

 , from Latin 
privus

 ‘private.’





privy

 
/ˈprivē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
privy to

 )


1.
 
sharing in the knowledge of (something secret or private)




•
 
he was no longer privy to her innermost thoughts.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 hidden; secret




•
 
a privy place.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a toilet located in a small shed outside a house or other building; an outhouse.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person having a part or interest in any action, matter, or thing.








III.
 
derivatives





privily

 
/ˈprivəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘belonging to one's own private circle’): from Old French 
prive

 ‘private’ (also used as a noun meaning ‘private place’ and ‘familiar friend’), from Latin 
privatus

 ‘withdrawn from public life’ (see private
 ).





privy chamber






noun




a private apartment in a royal residence.













privy council





I.
 
noun




a body of advisers or private counselors appointed by a sovereign or a governor general (now chiefly on an honorary basis and including present and former government ministers).








II.
 
derivatives





privy councilor






noun





















privy purse

 
/ˈprivē pərs/






noun




(in the UK) an allowance from the public revenue for the monarch's private expenses.













privy seal






noun




(in the UK) a seal affixed to documents that are afterward to pass the Great Seal or that do not require it.













prix fixe

 
/ˈprē ˈfēks, ˈfiks/





I.
 
noun




a meal consisting of several courses served at a total fixed price.











– origin

 French, literally ‘fixed price.’






prize1


 
/prīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing given as a reward to the winner of a competition or race or in recognition of another outstanding achievement




•
 
the nation's most prestigious prize for contemporary art.










2.
 
a thing, especially an amount of money or a valuable object, that can be won in a lottery or other game of chance




•
 
the grand prize in the drawing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
prize money.










3.
 
something of great value that is worth struggling to achieve




•
 
the prize will be victory in the general election.










4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an enemy ship captured during the course of naval warfare.

[late Middle English: from Old French 
prise

 ‘taking, booty,’ from 
prendre

 ‘take.’]








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of something entered in a competition) having been or likely to be awarded a prize




•
 
prize onions




•
 
a prize bull.










2.
 
denoting something for which a prize is awarded




•
 
a prize crossword.










3.
 
excellent of its kind; outstanding




•
 
a prize example of how well organic farming can function.










4.
 
complete; utter




•
 
you must think I'm a prize idiot.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
value extremely highly




•
 
the berries were prized for their healing properties




•
 (as 
adj.

 
prized

 )
 
the bicycle was her most prized possession.

















– origin

 Middle English: the noun, a variant of price
 ; the verb (originally in the sense ‘estimate the value of’) from Old French 
pris-

 , stem of 
preisier

 ‘to praise, appraise’ (see praise
 ).






prize2


 
/prīz /

 
prise





I.
 
verb




another term for pry
 2
 :




•
 
prizing open the door




•
 
he prized his left leg free.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from dialect 
prise

 ‘lever,’ from Old French 
prise

 ‘grasp, taking hold.’ Compare with pry
 2
 .





prize court






noun




a naval court that adjudicates on the distribution of ships and property captured in the course of naval warfare.













prizefight

 
/ˈprīzˌfīt /

 
prize fight





I.
 
noun




a boxing match fought for prize money.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prizefighter

 
/ˈprīzˌfīdər /






noun













2.
 
prizefighting

 
/ˈprīzˌfīdiNG /






noun





















prize money






noun




money offered or received as a prize.













prize ring

 
/ˈprīz ˌriNG/






noun



1.
 
a ring used for prizefighting.




2.
 
(
the prize ring

 )
 — the practice of prizefighting; boxing.













prizewinner

 
/ˈprīzˌwinər/





I.
 
noun




a winner of a prize.








II.
 
derivatives





prize-winning

 
/ˈprīzˌwiniNG /






adjective





















p.r.n.





I.
 
abbreviation




(in prescriptions) as the occasion arises; as needed.











– origin

 Latin 
pro re nata

 .





pro1


 
/prō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a professional, especially in sports




•
 
a tennis pro.














II.
 
adjective




(of a person or an event) professional




•
 
a pro golfer.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





pro2


 
/prō/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pros

 )


1.
 
an advantage of something or an argument in favor of a course of action




•
 


the pros and cons

 of joint ownership.














II.
 
preposition, adverb




in favor of


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
they were pro the virtues of individualism.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin, literally ‘for, on behalf of.’





PRO






abbreviation



1.
 
public relations officer.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 Public Record Office.














pro-1


 
/prō/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
favoring; supporting




•
 
pro-choice




•
 
pro-life.










2.
 
acting as a substitute or deputy for; on behalf of; for




•
 
proconsul




•
 
procure.










3.
 
denoting motion forward, out, or away




•
 
proceed




•
 
propel




•
 
prostrate.

















– origin

 from Latin 
pro

 ‘in front of, on behalf of, instead of, on account of.’






pro-2


 
/prō/





I.
 
prefix




before in time, place, order, etc.




•
 
proactive




•
 
prognosis




•
 
program.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pro

 ‘before.’





proa

 
/ˈprōə /

 
prahu
 , prau





I.
 
noun




a type of sailing boat originating in Malaysia and Indonesia that may be sailed with either end at the front, typically having a large triangular sail and an outrigger.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Malay 
perahu

 .





pro-abortion





I.
 
adjective




in favor of the availability of medically induced abortion as a means of ending a pregnancy.








II.
 
derivatives





pro-abortionist






noun, adjective





















proactive

 
/prōˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, policy, or action) creating or controlling a situation by causing something to happen rather than responding to it after it has happened




•
 
be proactive in identifying and preventing potential problems.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proaction

 
/prōˈakSHən /






noun













2.
 
proactivity

 
/ˌprōˌakˈtivətē /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: from pro-
 2
 (denoting earlier occurrence), on the pattern of 
reactive

 .





proactive inhibition






noun






[Psychology]

 the tendency of previously learned material to hinder subsequent learning.













proactively

 
/prōˈaktivlē/






adverb




by taking action to control a situation rather than just responding to it after it has happened




•
 
the police will be working proactively to help reduce the problem




•
 
astute firms don't just listen, but proactively engage customers too.



















pro-am

 
/prōˈam/





I.
 
adjective




(of a sports event) involving both professionals and amateurs




•
 
a pro-am golf tournament.














II.
 
noun




a sports event involving both professionals and amateurs.













pro-ana

 
/prōˈanə/






adjective




(of a website) encouraging or advocating anorexia




•
 
pro-ana sites share tips on how to trick your parents into believing you're eating.



















prob

 
/präb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 problem




•
 
there's no prob.

















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





prob.






abbreviation



1.
 
probable or probably.




2.
 
probate.




3.
 
problem.













probabilistic

 
/ˌpräbəbəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




based on or adapted to a theory of probability; subject to or involving chance variation




•
 
the main approaches are either rule-based or probabilistic.














II.
 
derivatives





probabilism

 
/ˈpräbəbəˌlizəm /






noun





















probability

 
/ˌpräbəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the extent to which something is probable; the likelihood of something happening or being the case




•
 
the rain will make the probability of their arrival even greater.










2.
 
a probable or the most probable event




•
 
for a time, revolution was a strong probability




•
 
the probability is that it will be phased in over a number of years.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the extent to which an event is likely to occur, measured by the ratio of the favorable cases to the whole number of cases possible




•
 
the area under the curve represents probability




•
 
a probability of 0.5.














II.
 
phrases





in all probability






used to convey that something is very likely




•
 
he would in all probability make himself known.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
probabilitas

 , from 
probabilis

 ‘provable, credible’ (see probable
 ).






probability density function






noun






[Statistics]

 a function of a continuous random variable, whose integral across an interval gives the probability that the value of the variable lies within the same interval.













probability distribution






noun






[Statistics]

 a function of a discrete variable whose integral over any interval is the probability that the random variable specified by it will lie within that interval.













probability theory






noun




the branch of mathematics that deals with quantities having random distributions.














probable

 
/ˈpräbəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often with 
clause

 ]


1.
 
likely to be the case or to happen




•
 
it is 
probable that

 the economic situation will deteriorate further




•
 
the probable consequences of his action.














II.
 
noun




a person who is likely to become or do something, especially one who is likely to be chosen for a team




•
 
Merson and Wright are probables.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘worthy of belief’): via Old French from Latin 
probabilis

 , from 
probare

 ‘to test, demonstrate.’





probable cause






noun






[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 reasonable grounds (for making a search, pressing a charge, etc.).














probably

 
/ˈpräbəblē ˈpräblē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
almost certainly; as far as one knows or can tell




•
 
she would probably never see him again




•
 
“Would you recognize them?” “Probably.”



















proband

 
/ˈprōˌband, prōˈband/





I.
 
noun




a person serving as the starting point for the genetic study of a family (used especially in medicine and psychiatry).











– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
probandus

 ‘to be proved,’ gerundive of 
probare

 ‘to test.’





probang

 
/ˈprōˌbaNG/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a strip of flexible material with a sponge or tuft at the end, used to remove an object from or apply medication to the throat.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (named 
provang

 by its inventor): perhaps an alteration suggested by probe
 .





probate

 
/ˈprōˌbāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the official proving of a will




•
 
the will was in probate




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a probate court.










2.
 
a verified copy of a will with a certificate as handed to the executors.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 establish the validity of (a will).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
probatum

 ‘something proved,’ neuter past participle of 
probare

 ‘to test, prove.’





probation

 
/prōˈbāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the release of an offender from detention, subject to a period of good behavior under supervision




•
 
I went to court and was 
put on probation

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 the process or period of testing or observing the character or abilities of a person in a certain role, for example, a new employee




•
 
for an initial period of probation, your manager will closely monitor your progress.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting testing, investigation, or examination): from Old French 
probacion

 , from Latin 
probatio(n-)

 , from 
probare

 ‘to test, prove’ (see prove
 ). The legal use dates from the late 19th cent.





probationary

 
/prōˈbāSHəˌnerē/






adjective



1.
 
relating to a process of testing or observing the character or abilities of a person who is new to a role or job




•
 
she recently completed her two-year probationary period with the police.










2.
 


[Law]

 relating to the release of an offender from detention subject to a period of good behavior under supervision




•
 
he received a two-year probationary sentence.



















probationer

 
/prōˈbāSH(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
a person who is serving a probationary or trial period in a job or position to which they are newly appointed.




2.
 
an offender on probation.













probation officer






noun




a person appointed to supervise offenders who are on probation.













probative

 
/ˈprōbədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Law]

 having the quality or function of proving or demonstrating something; affording proof or evidence




•
 
it places the probative burden on the defendant.

















– origin

 late Middle English (describing something that serves as a test): from Latin 
probativus

 , from 
probat-

 ‘proved,’ from the verb 
probare

 (see prove
 ).






probe

 
/prōb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blunt-ended surgical instrument used for exploring a wound or part of the body.




2.
 
a small device, especially an electrode, used for measuring, testing, or obtaining information.




3.
 
a projecting device for engaging in a drogue, either on an aircraft for use in inflight refueling or on a spacecraft for use in docking with another craft.




4.
 
(also 
space probe

 )
 — an unmanned exploratory spacecraft designed to transmit information about its environment.




5.
 
an investigation into a crime or other matter




•
 
a 
probe into

 the maritime industry by the FBI.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
physically explore or examine (something) with the hands or an instrument




•
 
researchers probing the digestive glands of mollusks.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — seek to uncover information about someone or something




•
 
he began to 
probe into

 Donald's whereabouts




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
police are probing another murder.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prober






noun













2.
 
probingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from late Latin 
proba

 ‘proof’ (in medieval Latin ‘examination’), from Latin 
probare

 ‘to test.’ The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





probenecid

 
/prōˈbenəsəd/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that promotes increased excretion of uric acid and is used to treat gout.

[Chem. formula C13
 H19
 NO4
 S.]











– origin

 1950s: from 
pro(pyl)

 + 
ben(zoic)

 + 
-e-

 + 
(a)cid

 .





probiotic

 
/ˌprōbīˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a substance that stimulates the growth of microorganisms, especially those with beneficial properties (such as those of the intestinal flora).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a probiotic substance or preparation.




2.
 
a microorganism introduced into the body for its beneficial qualities.













probit

 
/ˈpräbət/





I.
 
noun






[Statistics]

 a unit of probability based on deviation from the mean of a standard distribution.











– origin

 1930s: from 
prob(ability un)it

 .






probity

 
/ˈprōbədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the quality of having strong moral principles; honesty and decency




•
 
financial probity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
probitas

 , from 
probus

 ‘good.’






problem

 
/ˈpräbləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a matter or situation regarded as unwelcome or harmful and needing to be dealt with and overcome




•
 
they have financial problems




•
 
the problem of ageism in Hollywood.










2.
 
a thing that is difficult to achieve or accomplish




•
 
motivation of staff can also be a problem.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to people whose behavior causes difficulties to themselves and others




•
 
practitioners help families develop strategies for managing problem behavior in teens




•
 
a problem family.










4.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 an inquiry starting from given conditions to investigate or demonstrate a fact, result, or law.




5.
 


[Geometry]

 a proposition in which something has to be constructed.

Compare with theorem
 .




6.
 
(in various games, especially chess) an arrangement of pieces in which the solver has to achieve a specified result.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
have a problem with






disagree with or have an objection to




•
 
I have no problem with shopping on Sundays.















2.
 
no problem






used to express one's agreement or acquiescence




•
 
“Can you help?” “No problem.”















3.
 
that's your (or his, or her, etc.) problem






(said with emphatic stress on pronoun) used to express one's lack of interest in or sympathy with the problems or misfortunes of another person




•
 
he'd made a mistake but that was his problem.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a riddle or a question for academic discussion): from Old French 
probleme

 , via Latin from Greek 
problēma

 , from 
proballein

 ‘put forth,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





problematic

 
/ˌpräbləˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
constituting or presenting a problem or difficulty




•
 
the situation was problematic for teachers.










2.
 
doubtful or questionable.








II.
 
noun




a thing that constitutes a problem or difficulty




•
 
the 
problematics of

 artificial intelligence.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via French from late Latin 
problematicus

 , from Greek 
problēmatikos

 , from 
problēma

 (see problem
 ).





problematical

 
/präbləˈmadik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




involving or constituting a problem




•
 
the weighting of votes was particularly problematical




•
 
a highly problematical relationship.














II.
 
derivatives





problematically

 
/ˌpräbləˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















problematize

 
/ˈpräbləməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make into or regard as a problem requiring a solution




•
 
he problematized the concept of history.














II.
 
derivatives





problematization

 
/ˌpräbləmətəˈzāSHən, -ˌmatə- /






noun





















problem-solving






noun




the process of finding solutions to difficult or complex issues




•
 
an expert at creative problem-solving




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
problem-solving skills.



















pro bono publico

 
/ˌprō ˈbônō ˈpo͞obliˌkō, ˈbōnō ˈpəbliˌkō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
for the public good


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the burden they carried pro bono publico.










2.
 
(usu. 
pro bono

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting work undertaken for the public good without charge, especially legal work for a client with a low income


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the attorneys are representing him pro bono




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
pro bono legal services.

















– origin

 Latin.





Proboscidea

 
/ˌprōbəˈsidēə, prəˌbäsˈidēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of large mammals that comprises the elephants and their extinct relatives. They are distinguished by the possession of a trunk and tusks.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from proboscis
 .





proboscidean

 
/ˌprōbəˈsidēən /

 

‹Zoology›


 
proboscidian





I.
 
noun




a mammal of the order 
Proboscidea

 , which comprises the elephants and their extinct relatives.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting proboscideans.














proboscis

 
/prəˈbäsəs prəˈbäːskis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the nose of a mammal, especially when it is long and mobile, such as the trunk of an elephant or the snout of a tapir.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 (in many insects) an elongated sucking mouthpart that is typically tubular and flexible.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (in some worms) an extensible tubular sucking organ.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
proboskis

 ‘means of obtaining food,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
boskein

 ‘(cause to) feed.’





proboscis monkey






noun




a leaf-eating monkey native to the forests of Borneo, the male of which is twice the weight of the female and has a large pendulous nose.

[
Nasalis larvatus

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]













proc.






abbreviation



1.
 
procedure.




2.
 
proceedings.




3.
 
process.




4.
 
proclamation.




5.
 
proctor.














procaine

 
/ˈprōˌkān/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound derived from benzoic acid, used as a local anesthetic, especially in dentistry.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from pro-
 1
 (denoting substitution) + 
-caine

 (from cocaine
 ).





procaine penicillin






noun






[Medicine]

 a slow-acting antibiotic made from a salt of procaine and a form of penicillin.













procedural

 
/prəˈsējərəl prōˈsējərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to an established or official way of doing something




•
 
procedural restrictions on Congress




•
 
a purely procedural approach to this problem.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting a television series, film, or novel that is characterized by detailed, realistic treatment of professional procedures, especially police procedures




•
 
a procedural drama set in a Rome police station.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a television series, film, or novel characterized by detailed, realistic treatment of professional procedures, especially police procedures




•
 
the procedural about police officers going undercover will debut later this month




•
 
he dons a stethoscope as a brilliant doctor in this gem of a medical procedural.














III.
 
derivatives





procedurally

 
/prəˈsējərəlē, prōˈsējərəlē /






adverb





















procedure

 
/prəˈsējər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an established or official way of doing something




•
 
the police are now reviewing procedures




•
 
rules of procedure.










2.
 
a series of actions conducted in a certain order or manner




•
 
the standard procedure for informing new employees about conditions of work.










3.
 
a surgical operation




•
 
the procedure is carried out under general anesthesia.










4.
 


[Computing]

 another term for subroutine
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
procédure

 , from 
procéder

 (see proceed
 ).






proceed

 
/prəˈsēd prōˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
begin or continue a course of action




•
 
we can 
proceed with

 our investigation.










2.
 
move forward, especially after reaching a certain point




•
 
the ship could proceed to Milwaukee.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — do something as a natural or seemingly inevitable next step




•
 
opposite the front door was a staircase, which I proceeded to climb.










4.
 


[Law]

 start a lawsuit against someone




•
 
he may still be able to 
proceed against

 the contractor under the common law negligence rules.










5.
 
(of an action) be started




•
 
negotiations must proceed without delay.










6.
 
(of an action) be carried on or continued




•
 
as the excavation proceeds, the visible layers can be recorded and studied.










7.
 
originate from




•
 
his claim that all power 
proceeded from

 God.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
proceder

 , from Latin 
procedere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





proceedings

 
/prəˈsēdiNGz prōˈsēdiNGz/






plural noun



1.
 
an event or a series of activities involving a formal or set procedure




•
 
you complete a form to start proceedings.










2.
 


[Law]

 action taken in a court to settle a dispute




•
 
criminal proceedings were brought against him.










3.
 
a published report of a set of meetings or a conference.













proceeds

 
/ˈprōˌsēdz/





I.
 
plural noun




money obtained from an event or activity




•
 
proceeds will help purchase new equipment.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: plural of the obsolete noun 
proceed

 , in the same sense, earlier meaning ‘procedure.’





process1


 
/ˈpräˌses ˈprōˌses/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of actions or steps taken in order to achieve a particular end




•
 
military operations could jeopardize the peace process.










2.
 
a natural or involuntary series of changes




•
 
the aging process.










3.
 
a systematic series of mechanized or chemical operations that are performed in order to produce or manufacture something




•
 
the modern block printer needs to accommodate all the traditional factory processes in one shop.










4.
 
a series of interdependent operations carried out by computer.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Printing]

 relating to or denoting printing using ink in three colors (cyan, magenta, and yellow) and black to produce a complete range of color




•
 
process inks.










6.
 


[Law]

 a summons or writ requiring a person to appear in court.




7.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 a natural appendage or outgrowth on or in an organism, such as a protuberance on a bone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a series of mechanical or chemical operations on (something) in order to change or preserve it




•
 
the various stages in processing the wool.










2.
 
operate on (computer data) by means of a program.




3.
 
deal with (someone) using an official and established procedure




•
 
the immigration authorities who processed him.










4.
 
another term for conk
 3
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in the process of doing something






be continuing with an action already started




•
 
a hurricane that was in the process of devastating South Carolina.















2.
 
in the process






as an unintended part of a course of action




•
 
she would make him pay for this, even if she killed herself in the process.















3.
 
in process of time






as time goes on.












IV.
 
derivatives





processable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
proces

 , from Latin 
processus

 ‘progression, course,’ from the verb 
procedere

 (see proceed
 ). Current senses of the verb date from the late 19th cent.





process2


 
/prəˈses/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or march in procession




•
 
they processed down the aisle.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from procession
 .





process engineering

 
/prəˈses ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the branch of engineering that is concerned with industrial processes, especially continuous ones such as the production of petrochemicals.








II.
 
derivatives





process engineer






noun






















procession

 
/prəˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of people or vehicles moving forward in an orderly fashion, especially as part of a ceremony or festival




•
 
a funeral procession.










2.
 
the action of moving forward as part of a ceremony




•
 
the fully robed civic dignitaries walk 
in procession

 .










3.
 
a relentless succession of people or things




•
 
his path was paved by 
a procession of

 industry executives.










4.
 


[Theology]

 the emanation of the Holy Spirit.











– origin

 late Old English, via Old French from Latin 
processio(n-)

 , from 
procedere

 ‘move forward’ (see proceed
 ).






processional

 
/prəˈseSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, for, or used in a religious or ceremonial procession




•
 
a processional cross.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a book containing litanies and hymns for use in religious processions, especially at the beginning of a service.




2.
 
a hymn or other piece of music sung or played during a religious procession.













processor

 
/ˈpräˌsesər/






noun



1.
 
a machine that processes something




•
 
the processor overexposed the film.










2.
 


[Computing]

 another term for central processing unit
 .




3.
 
short for food processor
 .













process printing

 
/ˈpräses ˌprintiNG/






noun




a full-color printing method using four templates, for magenta, cyan, yellow, and black.













process server

 
/prəˈses ˈsərvər/






noun




a person, especially a sheriff or deputy, who serves writs, warrants, subpoenas, etc.













processual

 
/prəˈseSHəwəl/






adjective




relating to or involving the study of processes rather than discrete events.













procès-verbal

 
/prōˌsāvərˈbäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written report of proceedings.




2.
 
a written statement of facts in support of a charge.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French.





prochlorperazine

 
/ˌprōklôrˈperəzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound derived from phenothiazine, used as a tranquilizer.











– origin

 1950s: from 
pro(pyl)

 + 
chlor(ine)

 + 
(pi)perazine

 .






pro-choice

 
/prōˈCHois /

 
prochoice





I.
 
adjective




advocating legalized abortion




•
 
a pro-choice demonstration.







Compare with pro-life
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pro-choicer

 
/prōˈCHoisər /






noun






















proclaim

 
/prəˈklām prōˈklām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
clause

 ]


1.
 
announce officially or publicly




•
 
the joint manifesto proclaimed that imperialism would be the coalition's chief objective




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
army commanders proclaimed a state of emergency.










2.
 
declare something one considers important with due emphasis




•
 
she proclaimed that what I had said was untrue




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he proclaimed the car to be in sound condition.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — declare officially or publicly to be




•
 
he 
proclaimed

 James II 
as

 King of England.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — demonstrate or indicate clearly




•
 
the decor proclaimed a family history of taste and tradition




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
he had a rolling gait that proclaimed him a man of the sea.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proclaimer






noun













2.
 
proclamatory

 
/-ˈklaməˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
proclame

 , from Latin 
proclamare

 ‘cry out,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
clamare

 ‘to shout.’ The change in the second syllable was due to association with the verb claim
 .





proclamation

 
/ˌpräkləˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public or official announcement, especially one dealing with a matter of great importance




•
 
Eisenhower signed a proclamation admitting Alaska to the Union.










2.
 
the public or official announcement of an important matter




•
 
the government restricted the use of water by proclamation.










3.
 
a clear declaration of something




•
 
the proclamation of his passion.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
proclamatio(n-)

 , from 
proclamare

 ‘shout out’ (see proclaim
 ).






proclitic

 
/prōˈklidik /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
noun




a word pronounced with so little emphasis that it is shortened and forms part of the following word, for example, 
you

 in 
y'all

 .

Compare with enclitic
 .








II.
 
adjective




being or relating to a proclitic word.








III.
 
derivatives





proclitically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
procliticus

 (from Greek 
proklinein

 ‘lean forward’), on the pattern of late Latin 
encliticus

 (see enclitic
 ).





proclivity

 
/prōˈklivədē prəˈklivədē/





I.
 
noun




a tendency to choose or do something regularly; an inclination or predisposition toward a particular thing




•
 
a 
proclivity for

 hard work.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
proclivitas

 , from 
proclivis

 ‘inclined,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forward, down’ + 
clivus

 ‘slope.’





Procne

 
/ˈpräknē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the sister of Philomela
 .









procoagulant

 
/ˌprōkōˈaɡyələnt /

 

‹Biochemistry›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting substances that promote the conversion in the blood of the inactive protein prothrombin to the clotting enzyme thrombin.








II.
 
noun




a procoagulant substance.













proconsul

 
/prōˈkänsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a governor of a province in ancient Rome, having much of the authority of a consul.




2.
 
a governor or deputy consul of a modern colony.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proconsular

 
/prōˈkäns(y)(ə)lər /






adjective













2.
 
proconsulate

 
/prōˈkäns(y)(ə)lət /






noun













3.
 
proconsulship

 
/-SHip /






noun



















– origin

 from Latin 
pro consule

 ‘(one acting) for the consul.’





Proconsul

 
/prōˈkänsəl/






noun




a fossil hominoid primate found in Lower Miocene deposits in East Africa, one of the last common ancestors of both humans and the great apes.

[Genus 
Proconsul

 , family 
Pongidae

 .]













procrastinate

 
/prəˈkrastəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
delay or postpone action; put off doing something




•
 
it won't be this price for long, so don't procrastinate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
procrastinator

 
/prəˈkrastəˌnādər /






noun













2.
 
procrastinatory

 
/-nəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
procrastinat-

 ‘deferred until tomorrow,’ from the verb 
procrastinare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
crastinus

 ‘belonging to tomorrow’ (from 
cras

 ‘tomorrow’).





procrastination

 
/prəˌkrastəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of delaying or postponing something




•
 
your first tip is to avoid procrastination.



















procreate

 
/ˈprōkrēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of people or animals) produce young; reproduce




•
 
species that procreate by copulation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
procreant

 
/-krēənt /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
procreative

 
/ˈprōkrēˌādiv /






adjective













3.
 
procreator

 
/ˈprōkrēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
procreat-

 ‘generated, brought forth,’ from the verb 
procreare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
creare

 ‘create.’





procreation

 
/ˌprōkrēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the production of offspring; reproduction




•
 
in general animals copulate purely for the purpose of procreation




•
 
human procreation.



















Procrustean

 
/prōˈkrəstēən/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a framework or system) enforcing uniformity or conformity without regard to natural variation or individuality




•
 
a fixed Procrustean rule.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name Procrustes
 + -an
 .






Procrustes

 
/prəˈkrəstēz, prō- /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a robber who forced travelers to lie on a bed and made them fit it by stretching their limbs or cutting off the appropriate length of leg. Theseus killed him in like manner.







– origin

 from Greek 
prokroustēs

 , literally ‘stretcher,’ from 
prokrouein

 ‘beat out.’





proctitis

 
/präkˈtīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the rectum and anus.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
prōktos

 ‘anus’ + -itis
 .





proctology

 
/präkˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with the anus and rectum.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proctological

 
/ˌpräktəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
proctologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
prōktos

 ‘anus’ + -logy
 .





proctor

 
/ˈpräktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who monitors students during an examination.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 an officer (usually one of two) at certain universities, appointed annually and having mainly disciplinary functions.








II.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 serve as a proctor.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proctorial

 
/präkˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
proctorship

 
/ˈpräktərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of procurator
 .





Proctor, William Cooper

 
/ˈpräktər/






(1862–1934) US businessman. By 1890, he was the general manager of Proctor & Gamble, the company that made and marketed Ivory soap. In 1907, when he became president of the company, he began to institute labor reforms such as profit sharing and pensions.









proctoscope

 
/ˈpräktəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a medical instrument with an integral lamp for examining the anus and lower part of the rectum or carrying out minor medical procedures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proctoscopic

 
/ˌpräktəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
proctoscopy

 
/präkˈtäskəpē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
prōktos

 ‘anus’ + -scope
 .





procumbent

 
/prōˈkəmbənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant or stem) growing along the ground without setting forth roots.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
‹archaic›

 (of a person) lying face down; prone; prostrate.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
procumbent-

 ‘falling forward,’ from the verb 
procumbere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, down’ + a verb related to 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’






procuracy

 
/ˈpräkyo͝orəsē/






noun




the position or office of a procurator.













procuration

 
/ˌpräkyəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 the appointment, authority, or action of an attorney.




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 the action of procuring or obtaining something.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
procuratio(n-)

 , from 
procurare

 ‘attend to, take care of’ (see procure
 ).






procurator

 
/ˈpräkyəˌrādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 an agent representing others in a court of law in countries retaining Roman civil law.




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a treasury officer in a province of the Roman Empire.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
procuratorial

 
/ˌpräkyərəˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
procuratorship

 
/ˈpräkyərādərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a steward): from Old French 
procuratour

 or Latin 
procurator

 ‘administrator, agent,’ from 
procurat-

 ‘taken care of,’ from the verb 
procurare

 (see procure
 ).






procure

 
/prəˈkyo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain (something), especially with care or effort




•
 
food procured for the rebels




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he persuaded a friend to procure him a ticket.










2.
 
obtain (someone) as a prostitute for another person




•
 
he was charged with procuring a minor.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 persuade or cause (someone) to do something




•
 
he procured his wife to sign the agreement.














II.
 
derivatives





procurable

 
/prəˈkyo͞orəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
procurer

 , from Latin 
procurare

 ‘take care of, manage,’ from 
pro-

 ‘on behalf of’ + 
curare

 ‘see to.’





procurement

 
/prəˈkyo͝ormənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of obtaining or procuring something




•
 
financial assistance for the procurement of legal advice




•
 
the company's procurements from foreign firms.










2.
 
the action or occupation of acquiring military equipment and supplies




•
 
defense procurement.



















procurer

 
/prəˈkyo͞orər prōˈkyo͝orər/





I.
 
noun




a person who obtains a woman as a prostitute for another person.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a steward): from Anglo-Norman French 
procurour

 , from Latin 
procurator

 (see procurator
 ). Modern usage dates from the mid 17th cent.





procuress

 
/prəˈkyo͞orəs prōˈkyo͝orəs/






noun




a female procurer.













Procyon

 
/ˈprōsēˌän, -sēən /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the eighth brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Canis Minor.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘before the dog’ (because it rises before Sirius, the Dog Star).





prod

 
/präd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
poke (someone) with a finger, foot, or pointed object




•
 
he prodded her in the ribs to stop her snoring




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a woman 
prods at

 a tiger with a stick.










2.
 
stimulate or persuade (someone who is reluctant or slow) to do something




•
 
he has been trying to 
prod

 the White House 
into

 launching an antipoverty program.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a poke with a finger, foot, or pointed object




•
 
he gave the wire netting an experimental prod.










2.
 
an act of stimulating or reminding someone to do something




•
 
he'll need a little prod to get back to the task at hand.










3.
 
a pointed implement, typically one discharging an electric current and used as a goad




•
 
a cattle prod.














III.
 
derivatives





prodder






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): perhaps symbolic of a short poking movement, or a blend of poke
 1
 and dialect 
brod

 ‘to goad, prod’ The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





prod.






abbreviation



1.
 
produce.




2.
 
produced.




3.
 
producer.




4.
 
product.




5.
 
production.













pro-democracy






adjective




denoting or relating to political activism directed toward the establishment of democratic government in a country




•
 
the pro-democracy movement.



















prodigal

 
/ˈprädəɡəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
spending money or resources freely and recklessly; wastefully extravagant




•
 
prodigal habits die hard.










2.
 
having or giving something on a lavish scale




•
 
the dessert was crunchy with brown sugar and prodigal with whipped cream.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who spends money in a recklessly extravagant way.




2.
 
(also 
prodigal son

 or 
daughter

 )
 — a person who leaves home and behaves recklessly, but later makes a repentant return.

[with biblical allusion to the parable in Luke 15:11–32.]








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prodigality

 
/ˌprädəˈɡalədē /






noun













2.
 
prodigally

 
/ˈprädəɡ(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
prodigalis

 , from Latin 
prodigus

 ‘lavish.’





prodigious

 
/prəˈdijəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
remarkably or impressively great in extent, size, or degree




•
 
the stove consumed a prodigious amount of fuel.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 unnatural or abnormal




•
 
rumors of prodigious happenings, such as monstrous births.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prodigiously

 
/prəˈdijəslē prōˈdijəslē /






adverb













2.
 
prodigiousness

 
/prəˈdijəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘portentous’): from Latin 
prodigiosus

 , from 
prodigium

 ‘portent’ (see prodigy
 ).






prodigy

 
/ˈprädəjē/





I.
 
noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a person, especially a young one, endowed with exceptional qualities or abilities




•
 
a Russian pianist who was a child prodigy in his day.










2.
 
an impressive or outstanding example of a particular quality




•
 
Germany seemed 
a prodigy of

 industrial discipline.










3.
 
an amazing or unusual thing, especially one out of the ordinary course of nature




•
 
omens and prodigies abound in Livy's work.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting something extraordinary considered to be an omen): from Latin 
prodigium

 ‘portent.’





prodromal

 
/prōˈdrōməl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the period between the appearance of initial symptoms and the full development of a rash or fever.













prodrome

 
/ˈprōˌdrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an early symptom indicating the onset of a disease or illness.








II.
 
derivatives





prodromic

 
/prōˈdrämik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from modern Latin 
prodromus

 , from Greek 
prodromos

 ‘precursor,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
dromos

 ‘running.’





prodrug

 
/ˈprōˌdrəɡ/






noun




a biologically inactive compound that can be metabolized in the body to produce a drug.














produce





I.
 
verb

 — 
/prəˈd(y)o͞os /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or manufacture from components or raw materials




•
 
the company has just produced a luxury version of the aircraft.










2.
 
(of a region, country, or process) yield, grow, or supply




•
 
the California vineyards produce excellent wines.










3.
 
create or form (something) as part of a physical, biological, or chemical process




•
 
the plant produces blue flowers in late autumn.










4.
 
make (something) using creative or mental skills




•
 
the garden where the artist produced many of his flower paintings.










5.
 
cause (a particular result or situation) to happen or come into existence




•
 
no conventional drugs had produced any significant change.










6.
 
show or provide (something) for consideration, inspection, or use




•
 
he produced a sheet of paper from his pocket.










7.
 
administer the financial and managerial aspects of (a movie or broadcast) or the staging of (a play, opera, etc.).




8.
 
supervise the making of a (musical recording), especially by determining the overall sound.




9.
 


[Geometry]

 
‹dated›

 extend or continue (a line)




•
 
one side of the triangle was produced.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpräd(y)o͞os ˈprōd(y)o͞os /



1.
 
things that have been produced or grown, especially by farming




•
 
dairy produce.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
producibility

 
/prəˌd(y)o͞osəˈbilətē, prō- /






noun













2.
 
producible

 
/prəˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
producere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’ Current noun senses date from the late 17th cent.





producer

 
/prəˈd(y)o͞osər/






noun



1.
 
a person, company, or country that makes, grows, or supplies goods or commodities for sale




•
 
an oil producer.










2.
 
a person or thing that makes or causes something




•
 
the mold is the producer of the toxin aflatoxin.










3.
 
a person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making of a movie or broadcast or for staging a play, opera, etc.




4.
 
a person who supervises the making of a musical recording, especially by determining the overall sound.













producer gas

 
/prəˈd(y)o͞osər prōˈd(y)o͞osər ɡas/






noun




a low-grade fuel gas consisting largely of nitrogen and carbon monoxide, formed by passing air, or air and steam, through red-hot carbon.













product

 
/ˈprädəkt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an article or substance that is manufactured or refined for sale




•
 
marketing products and services




•
 
food products.










2.
 
a substance produced during a natural, chemical, or manufacturing process




•
 
waste products.










3.
 
a thing or person that is the result of an action or process




•
 
his daughter, the product of his first marriage.










4.
 
a person whose character and identity have been formed by a particular period or situation




•
 
an aging academic who is a product of the 1960s.










5.
 
commercially manufactured articles, especially recordings, viewed collectively




•
 
too much product of too little quality.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity obtained by multiplying quantities together, or from an analogous algebraic operation.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a mathematical term): from Latin 
productum

 ‘something produced,’ neuter past participle (used as a noun) of 
producere

 ‘bring forth’ (see produce
 ).





production

 
/prəˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of making or manufacturing from components or raw materials, or the process of being so manufactured




•
 
the production of chemical weapons




•
 
it is no longer 
in production

 .










2.
 
the harvesting or refinement of something natural




•
 
nonintensive methods of food production.










3.
 
the total amount of something that is manufactured, harvested, or refined




•
 
steel production had peaked in 1974.










4.
 
the creation or formation of something as part of a physical, biological, or chemical process




•
 
excess production of collagen by the liver.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a car or other vehicle that has been manufactured in large numbers.




6.
 
the process of or financial and administrative management involved in making a movie, play, or record




•
 
the movie was still 
in production






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a production company.










7.
 
a movie, play, or record, especially when viewed in terms of its making or staging




•
 
this production updates the play and sets it in the sixties.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the overall sound of a musical recording; the way a record is produced




•
 
the record's production is gloriously relaxed.














II.
 
phrases





make a production of






do (something) in an unnecessarily elaborate or complicated way.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
productio(n-)

 , from 
producere

 ‘bring forth’ (see produce
 ).





production costs






plural noun




business costs involved in the production of goods




•
 
prices will increase to reflect the increased production costs




•
 
new technologies may drive production costs down.




















production line






noun




an arrangement in a factory in which a thing being manufactured is passed through a set linear sequence of mechanical or manual operations.

Compare with assembly line
 .













production number






noun




a spectacular musical item, typically including song and dance and involving all or most of the cast, in a theatrical show or motion picture.













production platform






noun




a platform housing equipment necessary to keep an oil or gas field in production, with facilities for temporarily storing the output of several wells.













productive

 
/prəˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
producing or able to produce large amounts of goods, crops, or other commodities




•
 
the most productive employees.










2.
 
relating to or engaged in the production of goods, crops, or other commodities




•
 
the country's productive capacity.










3.
 
achieving or producing a significant amount or result




•
 
a long and productive career




•
 
the therapy sessions became more productive.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
productive of

 )
 — producing or giving rise to




•
 
the unconscious is limitlessly productive of dreams, myths, stories.










5.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a morpheme or other linguistic unit) currently used in forming new words or expressions




•
 
many suffixes are common and productive.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a cough) that raises mucus from the respiratory tract.








II.
 
derivatives





productiveness

 
/prəˈdəktivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
productif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
productivus

 , from 
product-

 ‘brought forth,’ from the verb 
producere

 (see produce
 ).





productively

 
/prəˈdəktivlē/






adverb




in a way that produces or increases something, especially wealth or resources; profitably




•
 
research on growing tomatoes as productively and efficiently as possible




•
 
he continued to work productively until a few weeks before his death.



















productivity

 
/ˌprōˌdəkˈtivədē ˌprädəkˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of producing something, especially crops




•
 
the long-term productivity of land




•
 
agricultural productivity.










2.
 
the effectiveness of productive effort, especially in industry, as measured in terms of the rate of output per unit of input




•
 
workers have boosted productivity by 30 percent.










3.
 


[Ecology]

 the rate of production of new biomass by an individual, population, or community; the fertility or capacity of a given habitat or area




•
 
nutrient-rich waters with high productivity.



















productize

 
/ˈprädəktīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or develop (a service, concept, etc.) into a product




•
 
additional development will be required to productize the technology.














II.
 
derivatives





productization






noun





















product liability

 
/ˈprädəkt ˌlīəˈbilədē/






noun




the legal liability a manufacturer or trader incurs for producing or selling a faulty product.













product placement

 
/ˈprädəkt ˈplāsmənt/






noun




a practice in which manufacturers of goods or providers of a service gain exposure for their products by paying for them to be featured in movies and television programs.













proem

 
/ˈprōˌem/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a preface or preamble to a book or speech.








II.
 
derivatives





proemial

 
/prōˈemēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
proeme

 , via Latin from Greek 
prooimion

 ‘prelude,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
oimē

 ‘song.’





proenzyme

 
/prōˈenˌzīm/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a biologically inactive substance that is metabolized into an enzyme.













pro-European

 
/ˌprōˌyərəˈpēən/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, attitude, or policy) favoring or supporting closer links with the European Union.








II.
 
noun




a person who favors or supports closer links with the European Union.













prof

 
/präf/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a professor.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





Prof.






abbreviation




professor


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Prof. Smith.



















pro-family

 
/prōˈfam(ə)lē/






adjective






(chiefly US)

 promoting family life and traditional moral values.














profane

 
/prəˈfān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating or devoted to that which is not sacred or biblical; secular rather than religious




•
 
a talk that tackled topics both sacred and profane.










2.
 
(of a person) not initiated into religious rites or any esoteric knowledge




•
 
he was an agnostic, a profane man.










3.
 
(of a person or their behavior) not respectful of orthodox religious practice; irreverent




•
 
desecration of the temple by profane adolescents.










4.
 
(of language) blasphemous or obscene.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (something sacred) with irreverence or disrespect




•
 
it was a serious matter to profane a tomb.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
profanation

 
/ˌpräfəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
profanely

 
/prəˈfānlē /






adverb













3.
 
profaneness

 
/prəˈfānnəs /






noun













4.
 
profaner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘heathen’): from Old French 
prophane

 , from Latin 
profanus

 ‘outside the temple, not sacred,’ from 
pro-

 (from 
pro

 ‘before’) + 
fanum

 ‘temple.’





profanity

 
/prəˈfanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
blasphemous or obscene language




•
 
an outburst of profanity.










2.
 
a swear word; an oath.




3.
 
irreligious or irreverent behavior.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
profanitas

 , from Latin 
profanus

 ‘not sacred’ (see profane
 ).






profess

 
/prəˈfes/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
claim openly but often falsely that one has (a quality or feeling)




•
 
he had professed his love for her




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I don't profess to be an expert




•
 (
profess oneself

 )
 
he professed himself amazed at the boy's ability.










2.
 
affirm one's faith in or allegiance to (a religion or set of beliefs)




•
 
a people professing Christianity.










3.
 
(
be professed

 )
 — be received into a religious order under vows




•
 
she entered St. Margaret's Convent, and was professed in 1943.










4.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 teach (a subject) as a professor




•
 
a professor—what does he profess?










5.
 


‹archaic›

 have or claim knowledge or skill in (a subject or accomplishment).











– origin

 Middle English (as 
be professed

 ‘be received into a religious order’): from Latin 
profess-

 ‘declared publicly,’ from the verb 
profiteri

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
fateri

 ‘confess.’





professed

 
/prəˈfest/






adjective



1.
 
(of a quality, feeling, or belief) claimed or asserted openly but often falsely




•
 
for all her professed populism, she was seen as remote from ordinary people.










2.
 
(of a person) self-acknowledged or openly declared to be




•
 
a professed and conforming Anglican.










3.
 
(of a monk or nun) having taken the vows of a religious order.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 claiming to be qualified as a particular specialist; professional.













professedly

 
/prəˈfesədlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
ostensibly; apparently (used in reference to something claimed or asserted, possibly falsely)




•
 
restrictions professedly designed to stop the use of political propaganda.



















profession

 
/prəˈfeSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paid occupation, especially one that involves prolonged training and a formal qualification




•
 
his chosen profession of teaching




•
 
a lawyer 
by profession

 .










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a body of people engaged in a particular profession




•
 
the profession is divided on the issue.










3.
 
an open but often false declaration or claim




•
 
a profession of allegiance.










4.
 
a declaration of belief in a religion.




5.
 
the declaration or vows made on entering a religious order.




6.
 
the ceremony or fact of being professed in a religious order.








II.
 
phrases





the oldest profession








‹humorous›

 the practice of working as a prostitute.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the vow made on entering a religious order): via Old French from Latin 
professio(n-)

 , from 
profiteri

 ‘declare publicly’ (see profess
 ). 
Sense

 1 derives from the notion of an occupation that one “professes” to be skilled in.





professional

 
/prəˈfeSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of, relating to, or connected with a profession




•
 
young professional people




•
 
the professional schools of Yale and Harvard.










2.
 
(of a person) engaged in a specified activity as one's main paid occupation rather than as a pastime




•
 
a professional boxer.










3.
 
having or showing the skill appropriate to a professional person; competent or skillful




•
 
their music is both memorable and professional.










4.
 
worthy of or appropriate to a professional person




•
 
his professional expertise.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 denoting a person who persistently makes a feature of a particular activity or attribute




•
 
a professional naysayer.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person engaged or qualified in a profession




•
 
professionals such as lawyers and surveyors.










2.
 
a person engaged in a specified activity, especially a sport or branch of the performing arts, as a main paid occupation rather than as a pastime.




3.
 
a person competent or skilled in a particular activity




•
 
she was a real professional on stage.



















professionalism

 
/prəˈfeSHənlˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
the competence or skill expected of a professional




•
 
the key to quality and efficiency is professionalism.










2.
 
the practicing of an activity, especially a sport, by professional rather than amateur players




•
 
the trend toward professionalism.



















professionalize

 
/prəˈfeSHənlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (an occupation, activity, or group) professional qualities, typically by increasing training or raising required qualifications




•
 
attempts to professionalize the police are resisted by many.














II.
 
derivatives





professionalization

 
/prəˌfeSHənl-əˈzāSHən /






noun





















professionally

 
/prəˈfeSH(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to a profession or career




•
 
professionally trained musicians




•
 
professionally successful but emotionally unfulfilled adults.










2.
 
in a manner worthy of or appropriate to a professional person; skillfully




•
 
the officer acted professionally with great bravery




•
 
the situation was handled professionally.










3.
 
as a person's paid occupation rather than on an amateur basis




•
 
she has sung professionally with opera companies around the world




•
 
they had their hair and make-up done professionally.




















professor

 
/prəˈfesər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
full professor

 )
 — a teacher of the highest rank in a college or university.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an associate professor or an assistant professor.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 any instructor, especially in a specialized field.




4.
 
a person who affirms a faith in or allegiance to something




•
 
the professors of true religion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
professorate

 
/-rət /






noun













2.
 
professoriate

 
/ˌpräfəˈsôrēət /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
professor

 , from 
profess-

 ‘declared publicly,’ from the verb 
profiteri

 (see profess
 ).





professorial

 
/präfəˈsôrēəl prōfəˈsôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of a professor




•
 
a professorial appointment at the University of Sydney




•
 
a Harvard law graduate with a professorial manner.














II.
 
derivatives





professorially

 
/ˌpräfəˈsôrēəlē /






adverb





















professorship

 
/prəˈfesərˌSHip prōˈfesərˌSHip/






noun




the office or position of a college or university professor




•
 
he held a professorship in mathematics at the University of Bonn.



















proffer

 
/ˈpräfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold out (something) to someone for acceptance; offer




•
 
he proffered his resignation.














II.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an offer or proposal.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
proffrir

 , from Latin 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
offerre

 ‘to offer.’





proficiency

 
/prəˈfiSHənsē/






noun




a high degree of competence or skill; expertise




•
 
he demonstrated his 
proficiency in

 Chinese.



















proficient

 
/prəˈfiSHənt/





I.
 
adjective




competent or skilled in doing or using something




•
 
I was 
proficient at

 my job




•
 
she felt reasonably 
proficient in

 Italian.














II.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a person who is proficient




•
 
he became a proficient in Latin and Greek.














III.
 
derivatives





proficiently

 
/prəˈfiSH(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
proficient-

 ‘advancing,’ from the verb 
proficere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘on behalf of’ + 
facere

 ‘do, make.’





profile

 
/ˈprōˌfīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outline of something, especially a person's face, as seen from one side




•
 
the man turned and she caught his profile.










2.
 
a vertical cross section of a structure




•
 
skillfully made vessels with an S-shaped profile.










3.
 


[Geography]

 an outline of part of the earth's surface, e.g., the course of a river, as seen in a vertical section.




4.
 


[Theater]

 a flat piece of scenery or stage property that has been cut so as to form an outline or silhouette of an object.




5.
 
a short article giving a description of a person or organization




•
 
a profile of a Texas tycoon.










6.
 
(on a social media website or application) a user's summary of their personal details or current situation




•
 
he posted the pictures on his Facebook profile.










7.
 
a graphical or other representation of information relating to particular characteristics of something, recorded in quantified form




•
 
the blood profiles of cancer patients.










8.
 
a record of a person's psychological or behavioral characteristics, preferences, etc.




•
 
they had been using personal details to build customer profiles.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the extent to which a person or organization attracts public notice




•
 
raising the profile of women in industry.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe (a person or organization, especially a public figure) in a short article




•
 
he was to profile each candidate.










2.
 
represent in outline from one side




•
 
he was standing motionless, profiled on the far side of the swimming pool.










3.
 
(
be profiled

 )
 — have a specified shape or appearance in outline




•
 
a proud bird profiled like a phoenix.










4.
 
shape (something), especially by means of a tool guided by a template


(as 
adj.

 
profiled

 )


•
 
profiled and plain tiles.














III.
 
phrases





in profile






(in reference to someone's face) as seen from one side




•
 
a photograph of Leon in profile.





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete Italian 
profilo

 , from the verb 
profilare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
filare

 ‘to spin,’ formerly ‘draw a line’ (from Latin 
filare

 , from 
filum

 ‘thread’).





profiler

 
/ˈprōˌfīlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who records and analyzes someone's psychological and behavioral characteristics, so as to assess or predict their capabilities or to assist in identifying categories of people




•
 
psychological profilers are being used to help officers build a picture of the attacker




•
 
certain men have been targeted by our profilers and asked to provide DNA samples.










2.
 
an instrument or device for making scientific measurements, for example of the atmosphere or physical features




•
 
a wind profiler for winds in the upper atmosphere




•
 
pavement roughness may be measured by laser profilers.



















profiling

 
/ˈprōˌfīliNG/






noun




the recording and analysis of a person's psychological and behavioral characteristics, so as to assess or predict their capabilities in a certain sphere or to assist in identifying a particular subgroup of people.














profit

 
/ˈpräfət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a financial gain, especially the difference between the amount earned and the amount spent in buying, operating, or producing something




•
 
pretax profits




•
 
his eyes brightened at the prospect of profit.










2.
 
advantage; benefit




•
 
there's no profit in screaming at referees from the bench.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain a financial advantage or benefit, especially from an investment




•
 
the only people to profit from the entire episode were the lawyers.










2.
 
obtain an advantage or benefit




•
 
not all children would profit from this kind of schooling.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be beneficial to




•
 
it would profit us to change our plans.














III.
 
phrases





at a profit






making more money than is spent buying, operating, or producing something




•
 
fixing up houses and selling them at a profit.


















IV.
 
derivatives





profitless

 
/ˈpräfətləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘advantage, benefit’): from Old French, from Latin 
profectus

 ‘progress, profit,’ from 
proficere

 ‘to advance,’ from 
pro-

 ‘on behalf of’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’ The verb is from Old French 
profiter

 .





profitability

 
/ˌpräfədəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the degree to which a business or activity yields profit or financial gain




•
 
profitability may not improve until well into next year




•
 
intense rivalry reduces industry profitability.










2.
 
the state of yielding profit or financial gain




•
 
growing sales and a return to profitability.



















profitable

 
/ˈpräfədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a business or activity) yielding profit or financial gain.




2.
 
beneficial; useful




•
 
he'd had a profitable day.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from the verb 
profiter

 (see profit
 ).





profitably

 
/ˈpräfədəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that yields profit or financial gain




•
 
the company expects to start trading profitably early this year.










2.
 
in a beneficial or useful manner




•
 
I was determined to spend my time profitably with the children.



















profit and loss account

 
/ /

 
P & L






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 an account in the books of an organization to which incomes and gains are credited and expenses and losses debited, so as to show the net profit or loss over a given period.




2.
 


[Finance]

 a financial statement showing a company's net profit or loss in a given period.













profit center

 
/ˈpräfət ˈsen(t)ər/






noun




a part of an organization with assignable revenues and costs and hence ascertainable profitability.













profiteer

 
/ˌpräfəˈtir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or seek to make an excessive or unfair profit, especially illegally or in a black market


(as 
noun

 
profiteering

 )


•
 
the profiteering of tabloid journalists.














II.
 
noun




a person who profiteers




•
 
a war profiteer.



















profiterole

 
/prəˈfidəˌrōl/





I.
 
noun




a small hollow pastry typically filled with cream and covered with chocolate sauce.











– origin

 French, diminutive of 
profit

 ‘profit.’





profit-making






adjective




making or intended to make a profit




•
 
the challenge is to produce a profit-making drug




•
 
services are being run on a profit-making basis.



















profit margin

 
/ˈpräfət ˌmärjən/






noun




the amount by which revenue from sales exceeds costs in a business.













profit motive






noun




the desire for financial gain as an incentive in economic activity




•
 
when suppliers are not driven by 
the profit motive

 , they cease to be customer-oriented.



















profit-oriented






adjective




concerned with or focused on financial gain; commercial




•
 
a profit-oriented approach to doing business.



















profit-sharing

 
/ˈpräfət ˌSHeriNG /

 
profit sharing






noun




a system in which the people who work for a company receive a direct share of the profits.













profit-taking

 
/ˈpräfət ˌtākiNG /

 
profit taking






noun






[Stock Market]

 the sale of securities that have risen in price.













profit warning

 


‹Brit.›

 profits warning






noun




a statement issued by a company advising the stock market that profits will be lower than expected.













profligacy

 
/ˈpräfləɡəsē/






noun



1.
 
reckless extravagance or wastefulness in the use of resources




•
 
the government returned to fiscal profligacy




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
his financial prudence corrected the profligacies of Nero.










2.
 
licentious or dissolute behavior




•
 
the emperor's sexual profligacy




•
 
an era of extreme decadence and profligacy.



















profligate

 
/ˈpräfləɡət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recklessly extravagant or wasteful in the use of resources




•
 
profligate consumers of energy.










2.
 
licentious; dissolute




•
 
he succumbed to drink and a profligate lifestyle.














II.
 
noun




a licentious, dissolute person.








III.
 
derivatives





profligately

 
/ˈpräfləɡətlē ˈpräfləˌɡātlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘overthrown, routed’): from Latin 
profligatus

 ‘dissolute,’ past participle of 
profligare

 ‘overthrow, ruin,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forward, down’ + 
fligere

 ‘strike down.’





pro-form

 
/ˈprōfôrm/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a word or lexical unit that is dependent for its meaning on reference to some other part of the context or sentence in which it occurs, for example, a pronoun replacing a noun or noun phrase, or a verb replacing a clause, such as 
do

 in 
she likes chocolate and so do I

 .













pro forma

 
/ˌprō ˈfôrmə/





I.
 
adverb




as a matter of form or politeness




•
 
he nodded to him pro forma.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or produced as a matter of form




•
 
pro forma reports.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a standard document or form, especially an invoice sent in advance of or with goods supplied.




3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a financial statement) showing potential or expected income, costs, assets, or liabilities, especially in relation to some planned or expected act or situation.








III.
 
noun




a standard document, form or financial statement.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin.





profound

 
/prəˈfound/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a state, quality, or emotion) very great or intense




•
 
profound social changes




•
 
profound feelings of disquiet.










2.
 
(of a disease or disability) very severe; deep-seated




•
 
a case of profound liver failure.










3.
 
(of a person or statement) having or showing great knowledge or insight




•
 
a profound philosopher.










4.
 
(of a subject or thought) demanding deep study or thought




•
 
expressing profound truths in simple language.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 at, from, or extending to a great depth; very deep




•
 
he opened the door with a profound bow.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the profound

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 the vast depth of the ocean or of the mind.








III.
 
derivatives





profoundness

 
/prəˈfoun(d)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
profund

 , from Latin 
profundus

 ‘deep,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
fundus

 ‘bottom.’ The word was used earliest in the sense ‘showing deep insight.’





profoundly

 
/prəˈfoundlē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a profound extent; extremely




•
 
a profoundly disturbing experience.










2.
 
in a profound way; greatly




•
 
he profoundly altered the whole course of my life.



















Profumo, John

 
/prəˈf(y)o͞omō/






(1915–2006), British politician; full name 
John Dennis Profumo

 . In 1960, he was appointed secretary of state for war, but three years later he resigned because of his relationship with Christine Keeler (1942–), the mistress of a Soviet diplomat.









profundity

 
/prəˈfəndədē/






noun



1.
 
deep insight; great depth of knowledge or thought




•
 
the simplicity and profundity of the message.










2.
 
great depth or intensity of a state, quality, or emotion




•
 
the profundity of her misery.










3.
 
a statement or idea that shows great knowledge or insight.













profuse

 
/prəˈfyo͞os/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of something offered or discharged) exuberantly plentiful; abundant




•
 
I offered my profuse apologies.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) lavish; extravagant




•
 
they are 
profuse in

 hospitality.














II.
 
derivatives





profuseness

 
/prəˈfyo͞osnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘extravagant’): from Latin 
profusus

 ‘lavish, spread out,’ past participle of 
profundere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





profusely

 
/prəˈfyo͞oslē prōˈfyo͞oslē/






adverb




to a great degree; in large amounts




•
 
the book is profusely illustrated with period photos




•
 
a man bleeding profusely from a head wound




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the waiter was profusely apologetic.



















profusion

 
/prəˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an abundance or large quantity of something




•
 
a rich 
profusion of

 wildflowers




•
 
the foxgloves growing 
in profusion

 among the ferns.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Latin 
profusio(n-)

 , from 
profundere

 ‘pour out.’ Early use expressed the senses ‘extravagance,’ ‘squandering,’ and ‘waste.’





prog1


 
/präɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a television or radio program




•
 
I don't watch cookery progs.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a computer program




•
 
there are progs for the PC that will convert images to sound.

















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of program
 .





prog2


 
/präɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
prog rock

 )
 — a style of rock music popular especially in the 1970s and characterized by classical influences, the use of keyboard instruments, and lengthy compositions




•
 
the band's blend of prog, psychedelia, and '60s pop




•
 
I'm a child of the 60s and love prog rock




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a prog rock band.










2.
 
short for progressive
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun):




•
 
if she decides to run, the hard-core progs will not support her anyway.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting rock music characterized by classical influences, the use of keyboard instruments, and lengthy compositions; progressive




•
 
one of the most important prog albums of all time




•
 
Tesseract sound very prog to me.

















– origin

 1950s (in sense 2): abbreviation of progressive
 .





progenitive

 
/prəˈjenətiv, prō-/






adjective






‹formal›

 having the quality of producing offspring; having reproductive power.














progenitor

 
/prōˈjenədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing from which a person, animal, or plant is descended or originates; an ancestor or parent




•
 
his sons and daughters were the progenitors of many of Scotland's leading noble families.










2.
 
a person who originates an artistic, political, or intellectual movement




•
 
the progenitor of modern jazz.














II.
 
derivatives





progenitorial

 
/-ˌjenəˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
progeniteur

 , from Latin 
progenitor

 , from 
progenit-

 ‘begotten,’ from the verb 
progignere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
gignere

 ‘beget.’





progeny

 
/ˈpräjənē/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a descendant or the descendants of a person, animal, or plant; offspring




•
 
the progeny of mixed marriages.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
progenie

 , from Latin 
progenies

 , from 
progignere

 ‘beget’ (see progenitor
 ).





progeria

 
/prōˈji(ə)rēə, prə-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rare syndrome in children characterized by physical signs and symptoms suggestive of premature old age.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
progērōs

 ‘prematurely old.’





progesterone

 
/prōˈjestəˌrōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a steroid hormone released by the corpus luteum that stimulates the uterus to prepare for pregnancy.











– origin

 1930s: blend of progestin
 and the German synonym 
Luteosteron

 (from corpus luteum
 + sterol
 ).






progestin

 
/prōˈjestin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a natural or synthetic steroid hormone, such as progesterone, that maintains pregnancy and prevents further ovulation during pregnancy.













progestogen

 
/prōˈjestəjən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for progestin
 .











– origin

 1940s: from progestin
 + -gen
 .





proglottid

 
/ˌprōˈɡlädəd /

 
proglottis





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 each segment in the strobila of a tapeworm, containing a complete sexually mature reproductive system.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
proglōssis

 , 
proglōssid-

 ‘point of the tongue,’ based on 
glōssa

 , 
glōtta

 ‘tongue’ (because of its shape).





prognathous

 
/ˈpräɡnəTHəs präɡˈnāTHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person) having a projecting lower jaw or chin.




2.
 
(of a jaw or chin) projecting.




3.
 
(of an insect) having projecting mouthparts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prognathic

 
/präɡˈnaTHik /






adjective













2.
 
prognathism

 
/ˈpräɡnəˌTHizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Greek 
gnathos

 ‘jaw’ + -ous
 .






prognosis

 
/präɡˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the likely course of a disease or ailment




•
 
the disease has a poor prognosis.










2.
 
a forecast of the likely course of a disease or ailment




•
 
it is very difficult to make an accurate prognosis.










3.
 
a forecast of the likely outcome of a situation




•
 
gloomy prognoses about overpopulation.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
prognōsis

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
gignōskein

 ‘know.’






prognostic

 
/präɡˈnästik/





I.
 
adjective




serving to predict the likely outcome of a disease or ailment; of or relating to a medical prognosis.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an advance indication or portent of a future event




•
 
a one-banded caterpillar is considered a prognostic of a mild winter.














III.
 
derivatives





prognostically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
prognosticus

 , from Greek 
prognōstikos

 , from 
prognōsis

 (see prognosis
 ).






prognosticate

 
/präɡˈnästəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
foretell or prophesy (an event in the future)




•
 
the economists were prognosticating financial Armageddon.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prognosticator

 
/präɡˈnästəˌkādər /






noun













2.
 
prognosticatory

 
/-kəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
prognosticat-

 , from the verb 
prognosticare

 ‘make a prediction’ (see prognostic
 ).





prognostication

 
/präɡˌnästəˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of foretelling or prophesying future events




•
 
an unprecedented amount of soul-searching and prognostication.










2.
 
a prophecy




•
 
these gloomy prognostications proved to be unfounded.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prognosticacion

 , from medieval Latin 
prognosticatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
prognosticare

 (see prognosticate
 ).






prograde

 
/ˈprōˌɡrād/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of planetary motion) proceeding from west to east; direct.

The opposite of retrograde
 .




2.
 


[Geology]

 (of a metamorphic change) resulting from an increase in temperature or pressure or both.

Compare with retrograde
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 (of a beach or coastline) advance toward the sea as a result of the accumulation of waterborne sediment.








III.
 
derivatives





progradation

 
/ˌprōˌɡrāˈdāSHən, ˌprōɡrə- /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent. (as a verb): from pro-
 1
 ‘forward’ + retrograde
 .






program

 
/ˈprōˌɡram /

 


‹Brit.›

 programme





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a planned series of future events, items, or performances




•
 
a weekly program of films




•
 
the program includes Dvorak's New World symphony.










2.
 
a set of related measures, events, or activities with a particular long-term aim




•
 
the nuclear power program.










3.
 
a sheet or booklet giving details of items or performers at an event or performance




•
 
a theater program.










4.
 
a presentation or item on radio or television, especially one broadcast regularly between stated times




•
 
a nature program.










5.
 


‹dated›

 a radio or television service or station providing a regular succession of programs on a particular frequency; a channel.




6.
 
(
program

 )
 — a series of coded software instructions to control the operation of a computer or other machine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
program

 )
 — provide (a computer or other machine) with coded instructions for the automatic performance of a particular task




•
 
it is a simple matter to program the computer to recognize such symbols.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — write computer programs




•
 
I've programmed for 25 years and have used many languages.










3.
 
input (instructions for the automatic performance of a task) into a computer or other machine




•
 
simply 
program in

 your desired volume level.










4.
 
cause (a person or animal) to behave in a predetermined way




•
 
all members of a particular species are 
programmed to

 build nests in the same way.










5.
 
arrange according to a plan or schedule




•
 
we learn how to program our own lives consciously.










6.
 
schedule (an item) within a framework




•
 
the next stage of the treaty is programmed for 1996.










7.
 


(US)

 broadcast (an item)




•
 
the station does not program enough contemporary works.














III.
 
phrases





get with the program






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 do what is expected of one; adopt the prevailing viewpoint.















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘written notice’): via late Latin from Greek 
programma

 , from 
prographein

 ‘write publicly,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
graphein

 ‘write.’





programmable

 
/prōˈɡraməb(ə)l ˈprōˌɡraməbl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a computer or other machine) able to be provided with coded instructions for the automatic performance of a task




•
 
a programmable thermostat allows you to preset your home's heating patterns




•
 
the camera is fully programmable.














II.
 
derivatives





programmability

 
/ˌprōɡraməˈbilədē /






noun





















programmatic

 
/ˌprōɡrəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of or according to a program, schedule, or method




•
 
a programmatic approach to change.










2.
 
of the nature of program music.








II.
 
derivatives





programmatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















programmed cell death






noun




less technical term for apoptosis
 .













programmer

 
/ˈprōˌɡramər/






noun



1.
 
a person who writes computer programs.




2.
 
a device that automatically controls the operation of something in accordance with a prescribed program.














programming

 
/ˈprōˌɡramiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of writing computer programs.




2.
 
the action or process of scheduling something, especially radio or television programs




•
 
the programming of shows.










3.
 
radio or television programs that are scheduled or broadcast




•
 
the station is to expand its late-night programming.




















program music

 
/ˈprōˌɡram ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun




music that is intended to evoke images or convey the impression of events.

Compare with absolute music
 .













program trading






noun




the simultaneous purchase and sale of many different stocks, or of stocks and related futures contracts, with the use of a computer program to exploit price differences in different markets.














progress





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpräɡres /



1.
 
forward or onward movement toward a destination




•
 
the darkness did not stop my progress




•
 
they failed to 
make

 any 
progress

 up the narrow estuary.










2.
 
advance or development toward a better, more complete, or more modern condition




•
 
we are 
making progress

 toward equal rights.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a state journey or official tour, especially by royalty.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/prəˈɡres /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move forward or onward in space or time




•
 
as the century progressed, the quality of telescopes improved.










2.
 
advance or develop toward a better, more complete, or more modern state




•
 
work on the pond is progressing.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
progressed

 )
 — 

[Astrology]

 calculate the position of (a planet) or of all the planets and coordinates of (a chart) according to the technique of progression.








III.
 
phrases





in progress






in the course of being done or carried out




•
 
a meeting was in progress.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
progressus

 ‘an advance,’ from the verb 
progredi

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
gradi

 ‘to walk.’





progression

 
/prəˈɡreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movement or development toward a destination or a more advanced state, especially gradually or in stages




•
 
the normal progression from junior to senior status




•
 
their mode of progression through the forest.










2.
 
a succession; a series




•
 
counting the twenty-four hours in a single progression from midnight.










3.
 


[Music]

 a passage or movement from one note or chord to another




•
 
a blues progression.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 short for arithmetic progression
 , geometric progression
 , or harmonic progression
 .




5.
 


[Astrology]

 a predictive technique in which the daily movement of the planets, starting from the day of birth, represents a year in the subject's life.








II.
 
derivatives





progressional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
progressio(n-)

 , from the verb 
progredi

 (see progress
 ).





progressionist

 
/prəˈɡreSHənəst /

 

‹chiefly historical›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a supporter of the theory that all life forms gradually progress or evolve to a higher form.




2.
 
an advocate of or believer in political or social progress.








II.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of a person or theory) supporting or based on the theory that all life forms progress or evolve to a higher form




•
 
progressionist evolutionists.




















progressive

 
/prəˈɡresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening or developing gradually or in stages; proceeding step by step




•
 
a progressive decline in popularity.










2.
 
(of a disease or ailment) increasing in severity or extent




•
 
progressive liver failure.










3.
 
(of taxation or a tax) increasing as a proportion of the sum taxed as that sum increases




•
 
steeply progressive income taxes.










4.
 
(of a card game or dance) involving a series of sections for which participants successively change place or relative position.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 engaging in or constituting forward motion.




6.
 
(of a group, person, or idea) favoring or implementing social reform or new, liberal ideas




•
 
a relatively progressive governor.










7.
 
favoring or promoting change or innovation




•
 
a progressive art school.










8.
 
relating to or denoting a style of rock music popular especially in the 1980s and characterized by classical influences, the use of keyboard instruments, and lengthy compositions.




9.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting an aspect or tense of a verb that expresses an action in progress, e.g., 
am writing

 , 
was writing

 .

Also called continuous
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person advocating or implementing social reform or new, liberal ideas.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a progressive tense or aspect




•
 
the present progressive.










3.
 
(also 
progressive proof

 )
 — 

[Printing]

 each of a set of proofs of color work, showing all the colors separately and the cumulative effect of overprinting them.








III.
 
derivatives





progressiveness

 
/prəˈɡresivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
progressif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
progressivus

 , from 
progress-

 ‘gone forward,’ from the verb 
progredi

 (see progress
 ).





Progressive Conservative Party






a Canadian political party advocating free trade and holding moderate views on social policies.









progressive dinner






noun




a social occasion at which the different courses of a meal are eaten at different people's houses.













progressive lens






noun




(usually 
progressive lenses

 )
 — an eyeglass lens having a smooth transition between parts with different focal lengths, correcting for vision at all distances.













progressively

 
/prəˈɡresivlē prōˈɡresivlē/






adverb



1.
 
steadily; in stages




•
 
successive governments progressively increased expenditure on welfare




•
 
symptoms become progressively worse over a period of years.










2.
 
in a forward-looking, innovative manner




•
 
we have a strong product but to retain this momentum we must think progressively




•
 
a circle of progressively minded reformers.




















Progressive Party






any of three related political parties active in the first half of the twentieth century that favored social reform. The most prominent was that formed under Theodore Roosevelt in 1912.









progressive rock






noun




a style of rock music popular especially in the 1970s and characterized by classical influences, the use of keyboard instruments, and lengthy compositions




•
 
the song lasts nearly fourteen minutes and is a classic example of all that's good in progressive rock




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he was lead vocalist for the progressive rock band Genesis.



















progressives

 
/prəˈɡresivz/






plural noun




a pair of eyeglasses having progressive lenses




•
 
progressives for use when driving, reading, or using a computer.



















progressivism

 
/prəˈɡresəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun




support for or advocacy of social reform




•
 
the country is seen as a bastion of social progressivism.














II.
 
derivatives





progressivist

 
/prəˈɡresəvəst /






noun, adjective





















prog rocker






noun






‹informal›

 a performer or fan of progressive rock




•
 
she's best remembered for her exploits with early seventies prog rockers Curved Air.



















pro hac vice

 
/prō ˌhäk ˈwikē, ˈvīsē/





I.
 
adverb




for or on this occasion only.











– origin

 Latin.






prohibit

 
/prəˈhibit prōˈhibit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
formally forbid (something) by law, rule, or other authority




•
 
laws prohibiting cruelty to animals.










2.
 
(
prohibit someone/something from doing something

 )
 — formally forbid a person or group from doing something




•
 
he is prohibited from being a director.










3.
 
(of a fact or situation) prevent (something); make impossible




•
 
the budget agreement had prohibited any tax cuts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prohibiter






noun













2.
 
prohibitor

 
/-ər /






noun













3.
 
prohibitory

 
/prəˈhibiˌtôrē prōˈhēbiˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
prohibit-

 ‘kept in check,’ from the verb 
prohibere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘in front’ + 
habere

 ‘to hold.’





prohibited

 
/prəˈhibitid, prō-/






adjective




that has been forbidden; banned




•
 
they had deliberately fed prohibited material to their herd.



















prohibition

 
/ˌprō(h)əˈbiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of forbidding something, especially by law




•
 
they argue that prohibition of drugs will always fail.










2.
 
a law or regulation forbidding something




•
 
those who favor prohibitions on insider trading.










3.
 
(
Prohibition

 )
 — the prevention by law of the manufacture and sale of alcohol, especially in the US between 1920 and 1933.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prohibitionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective













2.
 
Prohibitionist

 
/ˌprō(h)əˈbiSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
prohibitio(n-)

 , from 
prohibere

 ‘keep in check’ (see prohibit
 ).





prohibitive

 
/prəˈhibədiv prōˈhibədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a price or charge) excessively high; difficult or impossible to pay




•
 
the costs involved were prohibitive




•
 
prohibitive interest rates.










2.
 
(especially of a law or rule) forbidding or restricting something




•
 
prohibitive legislation.










3.
 
(of a condition or situation) preventing someone from doing something




•
 
a wind over force 5 is prohibitive.














II.
 
derivatives





prohibitiveness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French 
prohibitif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
prohibitivus

 , from 
prohibit-

 ‘kept in check,’ from the verb 
prohibere

 (see prohibit
 ).





prohibitively

 
/prəˈhibədivlē prōˈhibədivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that forbids or prevents something




•
 
she mouthed "no" and waved her hands prohibitively.










2.
 
used to emphasize a cost that is so high as to prevent something being done or bought




•
 
most of the products are priced prohibitively




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
these batteries are prohibitively expensive.



















proinsulin

 
/prōˈinsələn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance produced by the pancreas that is converted to insulin.














project





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpräjˌekt /



1.
 
an individual or collaborative enterprise that is carefully planned and designed to achieve a particular aim




•
 
a research project




•
 
a nationwide project to encourage business development.










2.
 
a school assignment undertaken by a student or group of students, typically as a long-term task that requires independent research




•
 
a history project.










3.
 
a proposed or planned undertaking




•
 
the novel undermines its own stated project of telling a story.










4.
 
(also 
housing project

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a government-subsidized housing development with relatively low rents




•
 
her family still lives in 
the projects

 .














II.
 
verb

 — 
/prəˈjekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate or forecast (something) on the basis of present trends




•
 
spending was 
projected at

 $72 million.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
projected

 )
 — plan (a scheme or undertaking)




•
 
a projected exhibition of contemporary art.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — extend outward beyond something else; protrude




•
 
I noticed a slip of paper 
projecting from

 the book




•
 (as 
adj.

 
projecting

 )
 
a projecting bay window.










4.
 
throw or cause to move forward or outward




•
 
seeds are projected from the tree.










5.
 
cause (light, shadow, or an image) to fall on a surface




•
 
the one light projected shadows on the wall.










6.
 
cause (a sound, especially the voice) to be heard at a distance




•
 
being audible depends on your ability to project your voice.










7.
 
imagine (oneself, a situation, etc.) as having moved to a different place or time




•
 
people may be 
projecting

 the present 
into

 the past.










8.
 
present or promote (a particular view or image)




•
 
he strives to project an image of youth.










9.
 
present (someone or something) in a way intended to create a favorable impression




•
 
she liked to project herself more as a friend than a doctor.










10.
 
display (an emotion or quality) in one's behavior




•
 
everyone would be amazed that a young girl could project such depths of emotion.










11.
 
(
project something onto

 )
 — transfer or attribute one's own emotion or desire to (another person), especially unconsciously




•
 
men may sometimes project their own fears onto women.










12.
 


[Geometry]

 draw straight lines from a center of or parallel lines through every point of (a given figure) to produce a corresponding figure on a surface or a line by intersecting the surface.




13.
 
draw (such lines).




14.
 
produce (such a corresponding figure).




15.
 
make a projection of (the earth, sky, etc.) on a plane surface.








III.
 
derivatives





projectable

 
/prəˈjektəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘preliminary design, tabulated statement’): from Latin 
projectum

 ‘something prominent,’ neuter past participle of 
proicere

 ‘throw forth,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’ Early senses of the verb were ‘plan, devise’ and ‘cause to move forward.’





projectile

 
/prəˈjektl prəˈjekˌtīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a missile designed to be fired from a rocket or gun.




2.
 
an object propelled through the air, especially one thrown as a weapon




•
 
they tried to shield Johnson from the projectiles that were being thrown.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to a projectile missile or object




•
 
a projectile weapon.










2.
 
propelled with great force




•
 
projectile vomiting.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from 
project-

 ‘thrown forth,’ from the verb 
proicere

 (see project
 ).





projection

 
/prəˈjekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an estimate or forecast of a future situation or trend based on a study of present ones




•
 
plans based on projections of slow but positive growth




•
 
population projection is essential for planning.










2.
 
the presentation of an image on a surface, especially a movie screen




•
 
quality illustrations for overhead projection.










3.
 
an image projected on a surface




•
 
the background projections featured humpback whales.










4.
 
the ability to make a sound, especially the voice, heard at a distance




•
 
I taught him voice projection.










5.
 
the presentation or promotion of someone or something in a particular way




•
 
the legal profession's projection of an image of altruism.










6.
 
a mental image viewed as reality




•
 
monsters can be understood as mental projections of mankind's fears.










7.
 
the unconscious transfer of one's own desires or emotions to another person




•
 
we protect the self by a number of defense mechanisms, including repression and projection.










8.
 
a thing that extends outward from something else




•
 
the particle board covered all the sharp projections.










9.
 


[Geometry]

 the action of projecting a figure.




10.
 
the representation on a plane surface of any part of the surface of the earth or a celestial sphere.




11.
 
(also 
map projection

 )
 — a method for representing part of the surface of the earth or a celestial sphere on a plane surface.








II.
 
derivatives





projectionist

 
/prəˈjekSH(ə)nəst /






noun





projection
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 6): from Latin 
projectio(n-)

 , from 
proicere

 ‘throw forth’ (see project
 ).





projection television

 
projection TV






noun




a large television receiver in which the image is projected optically onto a large viewing screen.













projective

 
/prəˈjektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geometry]

 relating to or derived by projection




•
 
projective transformations.










2.
 
(of a property of a figure) unchanged by projection.




3.
 


[Psychology]

 relating to the unconscious transfer of one's own desires or emotions to another person




•
 
the projective contents of wish fantasies.










4.
 
relating to or exploiting the unconscious expression or introduction of one's impressions or feelings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
projectively






adverb













2.
 
projectivity

 
/prəˌjekˈtivədē /






noun





















projective geometry






noun




the study of the projective properties of geometric figures.













projective test






noun




a psychological test in which words, images, or situations are presented to a person and the responses analyzed for the unconscious expression of elements of personality that they reveal.













project manager





I.
 
noun




the person in overall charge of the planning and execution of a particular project.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
project-manage






verb













2.
 
project management






noun





















projector

 
/prəˈjektər/






noun



1.
 
an object that is used to project rays of light, especially an apparatus with a system of lenses for projecting slides or film onto a screen.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who plans and sets up a project or enterprise.




3.
 
a promoter of a dubious or fraudulent enterprise.














prokaryote

 
/prōˈkerēˌōt /

 
procaryote





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a microscopic single-celled organism that has neither a distinct nucleus with a membrane nor other specialized organelles. Prokaryotes include the bacteria and cyanobacteria.

Compare with eukaryote
 .








II.
 
derivatives





prokaryotic

 
/prōˌkarēˈätik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Greek 
karuon

 ‘nut, kernel’ + 
-ote

 as in zygote
 .





Prokofiev, Sergei

 
/prōˈkôfēˌef/






(1891–1953), Russian composer; full name 
Sergei Sergeevich Prokofiev

 . Notable works include the opera 
The Love for Three Oranges

 (1919), the 
Lieutenant Kijé

 suite (1934), the ballet music for 
Romeo and Juliet

 (1935–36), and 
Peter and the Wolf

 (1936).









Prokopyevsk

 
/prəˈkôpyifsk/






a coal-mining city in southern Russia, in the Kuznets Basin industrial region, to the south of Kemerovo; pop. 213,200 (est. 2008).










prolactin

 
/prōˈlaktən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone released from the anterior pituitary gland that stimulates milk production after childbirth.











– origin

 1930s: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + lactation
 .






prolapse





I.
 
noun

 — 
/prōˈlaps ˈprōˌlaps /



1.
 
a slipping forward or down of one of the parts or organs of the body




•
 
a rectal prolapse.










2.
 
a prolapsed part or organ, especially a uterus or rectum.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/prōˈlaps /
 [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
prolapsed

 )


1.
 
(of a part or organ of the body) slip forward or down




•
 
a prolapsed uterus.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
prolaps-

 ‘slipped forward,’ from the verb 
prolabi

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, down’ + 
labi

 ‘to slip.’





prolapsus

 
/prōˈlapsəs/





I.
 
noun




technical term for prolapse
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from late Latin, literally ‘fall.’






prolate

 
/ˈprōˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Geometry]

 (of a spheroid) lengthened in the direction of a polar diameter.

Often contrasted with oblate
 1
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
prolatus

 ‘carried forward,’ past participle of 
proferre

 ‘prolong,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
ferre

 ‘carry.’





prole

 
/prōl /

 

‹informal, derogatory›






I.
 
noun




a member of the working class; a worker.








II.
 
adjective




working-class




•
 
prole soldiers.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of proletariat
 .





proleg

 
/ˈprōˌleɡ/






noun






[Entomology]

 a fleshy abdominal limb of a caterpillar or similar insect larva.













prolegomenon

 
/ˌprōləˈɡäməˌnän, -nən/





I.
 
noun




a critical or discursive introduction to a book.








II.
 
derivatives





prolegomenous

 
/-nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, passive present participle (neuter) of 
prolegein

 ‘say beforehand,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
legein

 ‘say.’





prolepsis

 
/prōˈlepsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Rhetoric]

 the anticipation and answering of possible objections in rhetorical speech.




2.
 
the representation of a thing as existing before it actually does or did so, as in 
he was a dead man when he entered

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proleptic

 
/prōˈleptik /






adjective













2.
 
proleptically

 
/prōˈleptēk(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in rhetoric): via late Latin from Greek 
prolēpsis

 , from 
prolambanein

 ‘anticipate,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
lambanein

 ‘take.’






proletarian

 
/ˌprōləˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the proletariat




•
 
a proletarian ideology.














II.
 
noun




a member of the proletariat.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proletarianism

 
/ˌprōləˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
proletarianization

 
/-ˌterēənəˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
proletarianize

 
/ˌprōləˈterēəˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
proletarius

 (from 
proles

 ‘offspring’), denoting a person having no wealth in property, who only served the state by producing offspring, + -an
 .






proletariat

 
/ˌprōləˈterēət /

 


‹archaic›

 proletariate





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
workers or working-class people, regarded collectively (often used with reference to Marxism)




•
 
the growth of the industrial proletariat.










2.
 
the lowest class of citizens in ancient Rome.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
prolétariat

 , from Latin 
proletarius

 (see proletarian
 ).






pro-life

 
/prōˈlīf/





I.
 
adjective




opposing abortion and euthanasia




•
 
she is a pro-life activist.







Compare with pro-choice
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pro-lifer

 
/prōˈlīfər /






noun





















proliferate

 
/prəˈlifəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase rapidly in numbers; multiply




•
 
the science fiction magazines that proliferated in the 1920s.










2.
 
(of a cell, structure, or organism) reproduce rapidly




•
 
the Mediterranean faces an ecological disaster if the seaweed continues to proliferate at its present rate.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (cells, tissue, structures, etc.) to reproduce rapidly




•
 
electromagnetic radiation can only proliferate cancers already present.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proliferative

 
/-ˌrātiv /






adjective













2.
 
proliferator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from proliferation
 .






proliferation

 
/prəˌlifəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
rapid increase in numbers




•
 
a continuing threat of nuclear proliferation.










2.
 
rapid reproduction of a cell, part, or organism




•
 
we attempted to measure cell proliferation.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a large number of something




•
 
stress levels are high, forcing upon them 
a proliferation of

 ailments.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
prolifération

 , from 
prolifère

 ‘proliferous.’






proliferous

 
/prəˈlif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a plant) producing buds or side shoots from a flower or other terminal part.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a plant or invertebrate) propagating or multiplying by means of buds or offsets.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
proles

 ‘offspring’ + -ferous
 .





prolific

 
/prəˈlifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a plant, animal, or person) producing much fruit or foliage or many offspring




•
 
in captivity, tigers are prolific breeders.










2.
 
(of an artist, author, or composer) producing many works




•
 
he was a prolific composer of operas.










3.
 
(of a sports player) high-scoring




•
 
a prolific home-run hitter.










4.
 
present in large numbers or quantities; plentiful




•
 
mahogany was once prolific in the tropical forests.










5.
 
(of a river, area, or season of the year) characterized by plentiful wildlife or produce




•
 
the prolific rivers and lakes of Franklin County.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prolificacy

 
/prəˈlifikəsē /






noun













2.
 
prolifically

 
/prəˈlifik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
prolificness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
prolificus

 , from Latin 
proles

 ‘offspring’ (see proliferous
 ).





proline

 
/ˈprōˌlēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins, especially collagen.

[A heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C5
 H9
 NO2
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: contraction of the chemical name 
p(yr)rol(id)ine

 -2-carboxylic acid.





prolix

 
/prōˈliks ˈprōliks/





I.
 
adjective




(of speech or writing) using or containing too many words; tediously lengthy




•
 
he found the narrative too prolix and discursive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prolixity

 
/prōˈliksədē /






noun













2.
 
prolixly

 
/prōˈlikslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prolixe

 or Latin 
prolixus

 ‘poured forth, extended,’ from 
pro-

 ‘outward’ + 
liquere

 ‘be liquid.’





prolly

 
/ˈprälē/





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 probably




•
 
you prolly know this already.




•
 
I am prolly the last person he should be asking for advice.

















– origin

 1940s: representing an informal pronunciation of probably
 .





prolocutor

 
/prōˈläkyədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chairperson of the lower house of convocation in a province of the Church of England.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 a spokesperson.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin, from 
prolocut-

 ‘spoken out,’ from the verb 
proloqui

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’





Prolog

 
/ˈprōˌlôɡ, -ˌläɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a high-level computer programming language first devised for artificial intelligence applications.











– origin

 1970s: from the first elements of programming
 and logic
 .





prologue

 
/ˈprōˌlôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a separate introductory section of a literary or musical work




•
 
this idea is outlined in the prologue.










2.
 
an event or action that leads to another event or situation




•
 
civil unrest in a few isolated villages became the 
prologue to

 widespread rebellion.










3.
 
(in professional cycling) a short preliminary time trial held before a race to establish a leader.




4.
 
the actor who delivers the prologue in a play.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
prologos

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
logos

 ‘saying.’





prolong

 
/prəˈlôNG /

 
prolongate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend the duration of




•
 
an idea that prolonged the life of the engine by many years.










2.
 
(usu. 
be prolonged

 )
 — 

‹rare›

 extend in spatial length




•
 
the line of his lips was prolonged in a short red scar.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prolongation

 
/prəˌlôNGˈ(ɡ)āSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
prolonger






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prolonguer

 , from late Latin 
prolongare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, onward’ + 
longus

 ‘long.’





prolonged

 
/prəˈlôNGd/





I.
 
adjective




continuing for a long time or longer than usual; lengthy




•
 
the region suffered a prolonged drought.














II.
 
derivatives





prolongedly

 
/-ˈlôNG(ə)dlē, -ˈläNG /






adverb





















prolusion

 
/prōˈl(y)o͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 a preliminary action or event; a prelude.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 a preliminary essay or article.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
prolusio(n-)

 , from 
prolus-

 ‘practiced beforehand,’ from the verb 
proludere

 , from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
ludere

 ‘to play.’





prom

 
/präm/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a formal dance, especially one held by a class in high school or college at the end of a year.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 short for promenade
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




3.
 
(also 
Prom

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 short for promenade concert
 :




•
 
the last night of the Proms.



















PROM

 
/präm/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a memory chip that can be programmed only once by the manufacturer or user.











– origin

 from 
p(rogrammable) r(ead-)o(nly) m(emory)

 .





prom.






abbreviation




promontory.













promenade

 
/ˌpräməˈnād ˌpräməˈnäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paved public walk, typically one along a waterfront at a resort.




2.
 
a leisurely walk, or sometimes a ride or drive, typically one taken in a public place so as to meet or be seen by others




•
 
she went on a promenade with Jules.










3.
 
(in country dancing) a movement in which couples follow one another in a given direction, each couple having both hands joined.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 archaic term for prom
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a leisurely walk, ride, or drive in public, especially to meet or be seen by others




•
 
women who promenaded in the Bois de Boulogne.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take a promenade through (a place)




•
 
people began to promenade the streets.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 escort (someone) about a place, especially so as to be seen by others




•
 
the governor of Utah promenades the daughter of the Maryland governor.














III.
 
derivatives





promenader

 
/ˈˌpräməˈˌnādər ˈˌpräməˈˌnädər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a leisurely walk in public): from French, from 
se promener

 ‘to walk,’ reflexive of 
promener

 ‘take for a walk.’






promenade concert






noun






(Brit.)

 a concert of classical music at which a part of the audience stands in an area that has no seating, for which tickets are sold at a reduced price. The most famous series of such concerts is the annual BBC Promenade Concerts (known as 
the Proms

 ), instituted by Sir Henry Wood (1869–1944) in 1895 and held since World War II chiefly in the Albert Hall in London.













promenade deck

 
/ˈˌpräməˈˌnād ˈˌpräməˈˌnäd dek/






noun




an upper deck on a passenger ship for the use of passengers who wish to enjoy the open air.













promethazine

 
/prōˈmeTHəˌzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic antihistamine drug derived from phenothiazine, used chiefly to treat the symptoms of allergies and motion sickness.











– origin

 1950s: from 
pro(pyl)

 + 
(di)meth(ylamine)

 + 
(phenothi)azine

 .





Promethean

 
/prəˈmēTHēən prōˈmēTHēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the demigod Prometheus, especially in being rebelliously creative and innovative




•
 
the Promethean scientist who unlocked the mysteries of the cosmos.




















Prometheus

 
/prəˈmēTHēəs prəˈmēTHyo͞os /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a demigod, one of the Titans, who was worshiped by craftsmen. When Zeus hid fire from man, Prometheus stole it by trickery and returned it to earth. As punishment, Zeus chained him to a rock where an eagle fed each day on his liver, which grew again each night; he was rescued by Hercules.









promethium

 
/prəˈmēTHēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Pm

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 61, a radioactive metal of the lanthanide series. It was first produced artificially in a nuclear reactor and occurs in nature in traces as a product of uranium fission.











– origin

 1940s: modern Latin, from the name of the Titan Prometheus
 .





prominence

 
/ˈprämənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being important or famous




•
 
she 
came to prominence

 as an artist in the 1960s




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
the commission gave the case a prominence which it might otherwise have escaped.










2.
 
the fact or condition of standing out from something by physically projecting or being particularly noticeable




•
 
radiographs showed enlargement of the right heart with prominence of the pulmonary outflow tract.










3.
 
a thing that projects from something, especially a projecting feature of the landscape or a protuberance on a part of the body




•
 
the rocky prominence resembled a snow-capped mountain.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a stream of incandescent gas projecting above the sun's chromosphere.








II.
 
derivatives





prominency






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting something that juts out): from obsolete French, from Latin 
prominentia

 ‘jutting out,’ from the verb 
prominere

 (see prominent
 ).






prominent

 
/ˈprämənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
important; famous




•
 
she was a prominent member of the city council.










2.
 
projecting from something; protuberant




•
 
a man with big, prominent eyes like a lobster's.










3.
 
situated so as to catch the attention; noticeable




•
 
the new housing developments are prominent landmarks.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘projecting’): from Latin 
prominent-

 ‘jutting out,’ from the verb 
prominere

 . Compare with eminent
 .





prominently

 
/ˈprämənəntlē/






adverb



1.
 
with an important role; to a large extent




•
 
the actor is to figure prominently in the marketing campaign




•
 
his wife was prominently involved in local politics.










2.
 
in a manner that projects or protrudes from something




•
 
because of their height, the towers stand out prominently




•
 
he left his comb protruding prominently from a pile of objects.










3.
 
so as to catch the attention; conspicuously




•
 
posters were prominently displayed in the hall




•
 
Paxton's name appears prominently above the title.



















promiscuity

 
/ˌpräməˈskyo͞oədē/






noun




the fact or state of being promiscuous




•
 
some fear this will lead to greater sexual promiscuity among teens.



















promiscuous

 
/prəˈmiskyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 having or characterized by many transient sexual relationships




•
 
she's a wild, promiscuous girl




•
 
they ran wild, indulging in promiscuous sex and experimenting with drugs.










2.
 
demonstrating or implying an undiscriminating or unselective approach; indiscriminate or casual




•
 
the city fathers were promiscuous with their honors.










3.
 
consisting of a wide range of different things




•
 
Americans are free to pick and choose from a promiscuous array of values and behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
promiscuously

 
/prəˈmiskyo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
promiscuousness

 
/prəˈmiskyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
promiscuus

 ‘indiscriminate’ (based on 
miscere

 ‘to mix’) + -ous
 The early sense was ‘consisting of elements mixed together,’ giving rise to ‘indiscriminate’ and ‘undiscriminating,’ whence the notion of ‘casual.’






promise

 
/ˈpräməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a declaration or assurance that one will do a particular thing or that a particular thing will happen




•
 
what happened to all those firm promises of support?




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he took my fax number with the promise that he would send me a drawing




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I did not keep my promise to go home early.










2.
 
the quality of potential excellence




•
 
he showed great promise even as a junior officer.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an indication that something specified is expected or likely to occur




•
 
the promise of peace.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — assure someone that one will definitely do, give, or arrange something; undertake or declare that something will happen


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he promised to forward my mail




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she made him promise that he wouldn't do it again




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I'll bring it right back,” she promised




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he promised her the job.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be promised

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 pledge (someone, especially a woman) to marry someone else; betroth




•
 
I've been promised to him for years.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give good grounds for expecting (a particular occurrence or situation)




•
 
forthcoming concerts promise a feast of music from around the world




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it promised to be a night that all present would long remember.










4.
 
(of a person, publication, institution, etc.) announce (something) as being expected to happen




•
 
in its pre-Christmas trading statement it promised record results




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
we're promised more winter weather tonight.










5.
 
(
promise oneself

 )
 — contemplate the pleasant expectation of




•
 
he tidied up the room, promising himself an early night.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
I promise (or I promise you)








‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially so as to reassure, encourage, or threaten someone




•
 
oh, I'm not joking, I promise you.















2.
 
promise (someone) the earth (or moon)






make extravagant promises to someone that are unlikely to be fulfilled




•
 
interactive technology titillates, promises the earth, but delivers nothing.















3.
 
promises, promises








‹informal›

 used to indicate that the speaker is skeptical about someone's stated intention to do something.












IV.
 
derivatives





promiser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
promissum

 ‘something promised,’ neuter past participle of 
promittere

 ‘put forth, promise,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’





Promised Land






noun



1.
 
(in the Bible) the land of Canaan, which was promised to Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 12:7).




2.
 
(
promised land

 )
 — a place or situation in which someone expects to find great happiness




•
 
Italy is the promised land for any musician.



















promisee

 
/ˌpräməˈsē/






noun






[Law]

 a person to whom a promise is made.













promising

 
/ˈpräməsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing signs of future success




•
 
a promising actor




•
 
a promising start to the season.














II.
 
derivatives





promisingly

 
/ˈpräməsiNGlē /






adverb





















promisor

 
/ˈpräməsər/






noun






[Law]

 a person who makes a promise.













promissory

 
/ˈpräməˌsôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 conveying or implying a promise




•
 
statements that are promissory in nature




•
 
promissory words.










2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 
‹archaic›

 indicative of something to come; full of promise




•
 
the glow of evening is 
promissory of

 the splendid days to come.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
promissorius

 , from 
promiss-

 ‘promised,’ from the verb 
promittere

 (see promise
 ).





promissory note

 
/ˈpräːmisərēnōt/






noun




a signed document containing a written promise to pay a stated sum to a specified person or the bearer at a specified date or on demand.













promo

 
/ˈprōmō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a piece of publicity or advertising, especially in the form of a short film or video




•
 
taping a two-minute promo




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a promo video.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of promotion
 .





promontory

 
/ˈprämənˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point of high land that juts out into a large body of water; a headland




•
 
a rocky promontory.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a prominence or protuberance on an organ or other structure in the body.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
promontorium

 , variant (influenced by 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain’) of 
promunturium

 .





Promontory Mountains






a short range that forms a peninsula in the northern Great Salt Lake, in northern Utah. The first transcontinental railroad passed through Promontory, north of the range. Today, trains pass Promontory Point, at the southern end, via a causeway across the lake.










promote

 
/prəˈmōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
further the progress of (something, especially a cause, venture, or aim); support or actively encourage




•
 
some regulation is still required to promote competition.










2.
 
give publicity to (a product, organization, or venture) so as to increase sales or public awareness




•
 
they are using famous personalities to promote the library nationally.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 act as a promoter of (a catalyst).




4.
 
advance or raise (someone) to a higher position or rank




•
 
she was 
promoted to

 general manager.










5.
 
transfer (a sports team) to a higher division of a league




•
 
they were promoted from the Third Division last season.










6.
 


[Chess]

 exchange (a pawn) for a more powerful piece of the same color, typically a queen, as part of the move in which it reaches the opponent's end of the board.




7.
 


[Bridge]

 enable (a relatively low card) to win a trick by playing off the higher ones first.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
promotability

 
/prəˌmōtəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
promotable






adjective













3.
 
promotive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
promot-

 ‘moved forward,’ from the verb 
promovere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, onward’ + 
movere

 ‘to move.’





promoter

 
/prəˈmōdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that promotes something, in particular




2.
 
a person or company that finances or organizes a sporting event or theatrical production




•
 
a boxing promoter.










3.
 
a person involved in setting up and funding a new company.




4.
 
a supporter of a cause or aim




•
 
Mitterrand was a fierce promoter of European integration.










5.
 
(also 
promotor

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 an additive that increases the activity of a catalyst.




6.
 


[Biology]

 a region of a DNA molecule that forms the site at which transcription of a gene starts.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
promotour

 , from medieval Latin 
promotor

 (see promote
 ).






promotion

 
/prəˈmōSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
activity that supports or provides active encouragement for the furtherance of a cause, venture, or aim




•
 
disease prevention and health promotion.










2.
 
the publicization of a product, organization, or venture so as to increase sales or public awareness.




3.
 
a publicity campaign for a particular product, organization, or venture




•
 
the paper is reaping the rewards of a series of promotions.










4.
 
(often as 
modifier

 
promotions

 )
 — the activity or business of organizing publicity campaigns




•
 
she's the promotions manager for the museum.










5.
 
a sporting event, especially a series of boxing matches, staged for profit.




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 the action of promoting a catalyst.




7.
 
the action of raising someone to a higher position or rank or the fact of being so raised




•
 
majors designated for 
promotion to

 lieutenant colonel




•
 
a promotion to divisional sales director.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): via Old French from Latin 
promotio(n-)

 , from 
promovere

 ‘move forward’ (see promote
 ).





promotional

 
/prəˈmōSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective




of or relating to the publicizing of a product, organization, or venture so as to increase sales or public awareness




•
 
she was on a promotional tour for her books.




















prompt

 
/präm(p)t/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an event or fact) cause or bring about (an action or feeling)




•
 
his death has prompted an industry-wide investigation of safety violations.










2.
 
cause (someone) to take a course of action




•
 
a demonstration by 20,000 people prompted the government to step up security.










3.
 
assist or encourage (a hesitating speaker) to say something


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“And the picture?” he prompted.










4.
 
supply a forgotten word or line to (an actor) during the performance of a play.




5.
 


[Computing]

 (of a computer) request input from (a user).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of assisting or encouraging a hesitating speaker




•
 
with barely a prompt, Barbara talked on.










2.
 
the word or phrase spoken as a reminder to an actor of a forgotten word or line.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a message or symbol on a screen to show that the system is waiting for input.




4.
 
another term for prompter
 .




5.
 
the time limit for the payment of an account, as stated on a prompt note.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 
done without delay; immediate




•
 
the owner would have died but for the prompt action of two paramedics.










2.
 
(of a person) acting without delay




•
 
the fans were prompt and courteous in complying with police requests.










3.
 
(of goods) for immediate delivery and payment.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
promptitude

 
/ˈpräm(p)təˌt(y)o͞od /






noun













2.
 
promptness

 
/ˈprämp(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): based on Old French 
prompt

 or Latin 
promptus

 ‘brought to light,’ also ‘prepared, ready,’ past participle of 
promere

 ‘to produce,’ from 
pro-

 ‘out, forth’ + 
emere

 ‘take.’





promptbook

 
/ˈprämptˌbo͝ok/






noun




an annotated copy of a play for the use of a prompter during a performance.














prompter

 
/ˈpräm(p)tər/






noun




a person seated out of sight of the audience who supplies a forgotten word or line to an actor during the performance of a play.













prompting

 
/ˈpräm(p)tiNG/






noun




the action of saying something to persuade, encourage, or remind someone to do or say something




•
 
after some prompting, the defendant gave the police his name.



















promptly

 
/ˈpräm(p)tlē/






adverb



1.
 
with little or no delay; immediately




•
 
he paid the fine promptly.










2.
 
used to express surprise, and slight disapproval, when someone does something shortly after something else




•
 
every time she managed to pay her credit card off, she promptly went shopping again.










3.
 
at exactly a specified time; punctually




•
 
Jamie arrived promptly at 8:30.



















prompt side

 
/ˈprämp(t) sīd/






noun




the side of the stage where the prompter sits, usually to the actor's right in the US and to the actor's left in the UK.














promulgate

 
/ˈpräməlˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
promote or make widely known (an idea or cause)




•
 
these objectives have to be promulgated within the organization.










2.
 
put (a law or decree) into effect by official proclamation




•
 
in January 1852, the new constitution was promulgated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
promulgation

 
/ˌpräm(ə)lˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
promulgator

 
/ˈpräməlˌɡādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
promulgat-

 ‘exposed to public view,’ from the verb 
promulgare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘out, publicly’ + 
mulgere

 ‘cause to come forth’ (literally ‘to milk’).





promulge

 
/prōˈməlj/





I.
 
verb




archaic variant of promulgate
 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
promulgare

 .





pron.






abbreviation



1.
 
pronominal.




2.
 
pronoun.




3.
 
pronounced.




4.
 
pronunciation.













pronaos

 
/prōˈnāəs/





I.
 
noun




a vestibule at the front of a classical temple, enclosed by a portico and projecting sidewalls.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
pronaos

 ‘hall of a temple,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
naos

 ‘temple.’






pronate

 
/ˈprōˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 turn or hold (a hand, foot, or limb) so that the palm or sole is facing downward or inward


(as 
adj.

 
pronated

 )


•
 
a pronated foot.







Compare with supinate
 .




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Anatomy]

 walk or run with most of the weight on the inside edge of the feet.








II.
 
derivatives





pronation

 
/prōˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from 
pronation

 , based on Latin 
pronus

 ‘leaning forward.’





pronator

 
/ˈprōˌnādər/






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction produces or assists in the pronation of a limb or part of a limb.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a person who pronates when walking or running.













prone

 
/prōn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
prone to/prone to do something

 )
 — likely to or liable to suffer from, do, or experience something, typically something regrettable or unwelcome




•
 
years of logging had left the mountains prone to mudslides




•
 
he is prone to jump to conclusions.










2.
 
lying flat, especially face downward




•
 
I was lying prone on a foam mattress




•
 
a prone position.










3.
 


‹technical›

 denoting the position of the forearm with the palm of the hand facing downward.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 with a downward slope or direction.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pronus

 ‘leaning forward,’ from 
pro

 ‘forward.’





proneness

 
/ˈprō(n)ˌnəs/






noun




liability to suffer from or experience something regrettable or unwelcome; susceptibility




•
 
his 
proneness to

 injury will seriously mar a promising career.




















prong

 
/prôNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of two or more projecting pointed parts at the end of a fork.




2.
 
a projecting part on various other devices




•
 
a small rubber brush with large prongs.










3.
 
each of the separate parts of an attack or operation




•
 
the three main prongs of the new government's program.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pierce or stab with a fork




•
 
pronging the bread with a fondue fork.














III.
 
derivatives





pronged

 
/prôNGd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-pronged attack

























– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a forked implement): perhaps related to Middle Low German 
prange

 ‘pinching instrument.’ The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.






pronghorn

 
/ˈprôNGˌhôrn /

 
pronghorn antelope






noun




a deerlike North American mammal with a stocky body, long slim legs, and black horns that are shed and regrown annually.

[
Antilocapra americana

 , the only member of the family 
Antilocapridae

 .]














pronk

 
/prôNGk, präNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a springbok or other antelope) leap in the air with an arched back and stiff legs, typically as a form of display or when threatened.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Afrikaans, literally ‘show off,’ from Dutch 
pronken

 ‘to strut.’





pronominal

 
/prōˈnämənl prəˈnämənl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or serving as a pronoun




•
 
a pronominal form.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pronominalization

 
/ˌprōˌnämənl-əˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
pronominalize

 
/-īz /






verb













3.
 
pronominally

 
/prōˈnämənəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
pronominalis

 ‘belonging to a pronoun,’ from Latin 
pronomen

 (see pronoun
 ).






pronoun

 
/ˈprōˌnoun/





I.
 
noun




a word that can function by itself as a noun phrase and that refers either to the participants in the discourse (e.g., 
I

 , 
you

 ) or to someone or something mentioned elsewhere in the discourse (e.g., 
she

 , 
it

 , 
this

 ).











– origin

 late Middle English: from pro-
 1
 ‘on behalf of’ + noun
 , suggested by French 
pronom

 , Latin 
pronomen

 (from 
pro-

 ‘for, in place of’ + 
nomen

 ‘name’).






pronounce

 
/prəˈnouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the sound of (a word or part of a word), typically in the correct or a particular way




•
 
Gerry pronounced the hero's name “Cahoolin”




•
 
a refugee whose name no one could pronounce.










2.
 
declare or announce, typically formally or solemnly




•
 
allow history to pronounce the verdict




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
she was pronounced dead at the scene




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the doctors pronounced that he would never improve.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pronounce on

 )
 — pass judgment or make a decision on




•
 
the secretary of state will shortly pronounce on alternative measures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pronounceability

 
/prəˌnounsəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
pronounceable

 
/prəˈnounsəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
pronouncer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pronuncier

 , from Latin 
pronuntiare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘out, forth’ + 
nuntiare

 ‘announce’ (from 
nuntius

 ‘messenger’).





pronounced

 
/prəˈnounst/





I.
 
adjective




very noticeable or marked; conspicuous




•
 
he had a pronounced squint.














II.
 
derivatives





pronouncedly

 
/-ˈnounsədlē, -ˈnounstlē /






adverb





















pronouncement

 
/prəˈnounsmənt/






noun




a formal or authoritative announcement or declaration




•
 
distrust of the pronouncements of politicians was endemic.



















pronto

 
/ˈprän(t)ō/





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 promptly; quickly




•
 
put it in the refrigerator, pronto.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Spanish, from Latin 
promptus

 (see prompt
 ).





pronucleus

 
/prōˈn(y)o͞oklēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 either of a pair of gametic nuclei, in the stage following meiosis but before their fusion leads to the formation of the nucleus of the zygote.








II.
 
derivatives





pronuclear

 
/prōˈn(y)o͞oklēər /






adjective





















pronunciamento

 
/prōˌnən(t)SHēəˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries) a political manifesto or proclamation.











– origin

 Spanish 
pronunciamiento

 , from 
pronunciar

 ‘pronounce.’





pronunciation

 
/prəˌnənsēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the way in which a word is pronounced




•
 
spelling does not determine pronunciation




•
 
similar pronunciations are heard in Brooklyn.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pronuntiatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
pronuntiare

 (see pronounce
 ).





pro-nuncio

 
/prōˈnənsēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a papal ambassador to a country that does not accord the pope's ambassador automatic precedence over other ambassadors.











– origin

 1960s: from Italian 
pro-nunzio

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
nunzio

 ‘nuncio.’





proof

 
/pro͞of/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
evidence or argument establishing or helping to establish a fact or the truth of a statement




•
 
you will be asked to give proof of your identity




•
 
this is not a proof for the existence of God.










2.
 


[Law]

 the spoken or written evidence in a trial.




3.
 
the action or process of establishing the truth of a statement




•
 
it shifts the onus of proof in convictions from the police to the public.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a test or trial.




5.
 
a series of stages in the resolution of a mathematical or philosophical problem.




6.
 
a trial print of something, in particular




7.
 


[Printing]

 a trial impression of a page, taken from type or film and used for making corrections before final printing.




8.
 
a trial photographic print made for initial selection.




9.
 
each of a number of impressions from an engraved plate, especially (in commercial printing) of a limited number before the ordinary issue is printed and before an inscription or signature is added.




10.
 
any of various preliminary impressions of coins struck as specimens.




11.
 
the strength of distilled alcoholic liquor, relative to proof spirit taken as a standard of 100


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
powerful 132-proof rum.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to withstand something damaging; resistant




•
 
the marine battle armor was 
proof against

 most weapons




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the system comes with idiot-proof instructions.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a trial impression of a page or printed work




•
 
a proof copy is sent up for checking.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (fabric) waterproof


(as 
adj.

 
proofed

 )


•
 
the tent is made from proofed nylon.










2.
 
make a proof of (a printed work, engraving, etc.)


(as 
noun

 
proofing

 )


•
 
proofing could be done on a low-cost printer.










3.
 
proofread (a text)




•
 
a book about dinosaurs was being proofed by the publisher.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 activate (yeast) by the addition of liquid.




5.
 
knead (dough) until light and smooth.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of dough) prove




•
 
shape into a baguette and let proof for a few minutes.














IV.
 
phrases





the proof of the pudding is in the eating








‹proverb›

 the real value of something can be judged only from practical experience or results and not from appearance or theory.















– origin

 Middle English 
preve

 , from Old French 
proeve

 , from late Latin 
proba

 , from Latin 
probare

 ‘to test, prove.’ The change of vowel in late Middle English was due to the influence of prove
 . Current senses of the verb date from the late 19th cent.





proof of concept






noun




evidence, typically derived from an experiment or pilot project, which demonstrates that a design concept, business proposal, etc., is feasible




•
 
the company was awarded the contract on the strength of evaluation, proof of concept, and budget




•
 
as a proof of concept, he set up the system to monitor Twitter for specific hashtags




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
proof of concept trials.



















proof of purchase






noun




confirmation in the form of a receipt or other document that one has paid for a particular item




•
 
we had to have proof of purchase in order to qualify for service under the warranty




•
 
you need a proof of purchase otherwise the retailer cannot verify that you purchased the product from their store.



















proof-of-purchase






adjective




designating a feature or symbol on a product that can be removed by the buyer to prove that the product was purchased, in order to claim a rebate or refund.













proof positive






noun




evidence taken to be final or absolute proof of the existence of something




•
 
he still needs proof positive of her love.



















proofread

 
/ˈpro͞ofˌrēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
read (printer's proofs or other written or printed material) and mark any errors.








II.
 
derivatives





proofreader

 
/ˈpro͞ofˌrēdər /






noun





















proof sheet






noun






[Printing]

 a page of proofed text; a proof.













proof spirit

 
/pro͞of ˈspirit/






noun




a mixture of alcohol and water containing (in the US) 50 percent alcohol by volume, or (in the UK) 57.1 percent alcohol by volume, used as a standard of strength of distilled alcoholic liquor.













proof text






noun




a passage of the Bible to which appeal is made in support of an argument or position in theology.













prop1


 
/präp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pole or beam used as a support or to keep something in position, typically one that is not an integral part of the thing supported




•
 
300 tubular steel props.










2.
 
a person or thing that is a major source of support or assistance




•
 
the second institutional prop of conservative Spain was the army.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word used to fill a syntactic role without any specific meaning of its own, for example 
one

 in 
it's a nice one

 and 
it

 in 
it is raining

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
position something underneath (someone or something) for support




•
 
she propped her chin in the palm of her right hand.










2.
 
position (something or someone) more or less upright by leaning it against something else




•
 
a jug of milk with a note propped against it




•
 
she 
propped

 the picture 
up

 on the mantlepiece.










3.
 
use an object to keep (something) in position




•
 
he found that the door to the office was 
propped open

 .














III.
 
phrasal verbs





prop someone/something up






provide support or assistance for someone or something that would otherwise fail or decline




•
 
foreign aid tends to prop up incompetent governments.





















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch 
proppe

 ‘support (for vines).’






prop2


 
/präp/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
props

 )


1.
 
a portable object other than furniture or costumes used on the set of a play or movie.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of property
 .





prop3


 
/präp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an aircraft propeller.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





prop.






abbreviation



1.
 
proposition.




2.
 
proprietor.













propaedeutic

 
/ˌprōpēˈd(y)o͞odik /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
adjective




(of an area of study) serving as a preliminary instruction or as an introduction to further study.








II.
 
noun




an introduction to a subject or area of study.








III.
 
derivatives





propaedeutical






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Greek 
paideutikos

 ‘of or for teaching,’ suggested by Greek 
propaideuein

 ‘teach beforehand.’





propaganda

 
/ˌpräpəˈɡandə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote or publicize a particular political cause or point of view




•
 
he was charged with distributing enemy propaganda.










2.
 
the dissemination of propaganda as a political strategy




•
 
the party's leaders believed that a long period of education and propaganda would be necessary.










3.
 
(
Propaganda

 )
 — a committee of cardinals of the Roman Catholic Church responsible for foreign missions, founded in 1622 by Pope Gregory XV.











– origin

 Italian, from modern Latin 
congregatio de propaganda fide

 ‘congregation for propagation of the faith’ (
sense

 2). 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





propaganda mill






noun






‹derogatory›

 used to refer to the process by which information perceived as biased or misleading is originated and disseminated




•
 
it is probable that other groups will seize upon these images and videos as grist for their propaganda mill.



















propagandist

 
/ˌpräpəˈɡandəst /

 

‹chiefly derogatory›






I.
 
noun




a person who promotes or publicizes a particular organization or cause




•
 
a highly persuasive political propagandist.














II.
 
adjective




consisting of or spreading propaganda




•
 
propagandist films.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
propagandism

 
/-ˌdizəm /






noun













2.
 
propagandistic

 
/ˌpräpəˌɡanˈdistik /






adjective













3.
 
propagandistically

 
/-ˌɡanˈdistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















propagandize

 
/ˌpräpəˈɡanˌdīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 promote or publicize a particular cause, organization, or view, especially in a biased or misleading way




•
 
abolitionist leaders had not specifically 
propagandized for

 emancipation.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly derogatory›

 attempt to influence (someone) with propaganda




•
 
people who have to be emotionalized and propagandized by logical arguments.



















propagate

 
/ˈpräpəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breed specimens of (a plant, animal, etc.) by natural processes from the parent stock




•
 
try propagating your own houseplants from cuttings.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant, animal, etc.) reproduce by natural processes




•
 
the plant propagates freely from stem cuttings.










3.
 
spread and promote (an idea, theory, etc.) widely




•
 
the French propagated the idea that the English were violent and gluttonous drunkards.










4.
 
(with reference to motion, light, sound, etc.) transmit or be transmitted in a particular direction or through a medium


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
electromagnetic effects can be propagated at a finite velocity only through material substances




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a hydraulic fracture is generally expected to propagate in a vertical plane.




•
 (as 
adj.

 
propagated

 )
 
a propagated electrical signal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
propagative

 
/ˈpräpəˌɡādiv /






adjective













2.
 
propagator

 
/ˈpräpəˌɡādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
propagat-

 ‘multiplied from layers or shoots,’ from the verb 
propagare

 ; related to 
propago

 ‘young shoot’ (from a base meaning ‘fix’).





propagation

 
/ˌpräpəˈɡāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the breeding of specimens of a plant or animal by natural processes from the parent stock




•
 
the propagation of plants by root cuttings




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
propagation techniques such as grafting.










2.
 
reproduction by natural processes




•
 
hunting regulations ensure the propagation of the species




•
 
asexual propagation is the primary mode of reproduction.










3.
 
the action of widely spreading and promoting an idea, theory, etc.




•
 
a life devoted to the propagation of the Catholic faith




•
 
the propagation of ideas was important.










4.
 
transmission of motion, light, sound, etc., in a particular direction or through a medium




•
 
the propagation of radio waves through space




•
 
the physics of light propagation.



















propagule

 
/ˈpräpəˌɡyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a vegetative structure that can become detached from a plant and give rise to a new plant, e.g., a bud, sucker, or spore.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
propagulum

 ‘small shoot,’ diminutive of 
propago

 ‘shoot, runner.’






propane

 
/ˈprōˌpān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a flammable hydrocarbon gas of the alkane series, present in natural gas and used as bottled fuel.

[Chem. formula: C3
 H8
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from propionic acid
 + -ane
 2
 .





propanol

 
/ˈprōpəˌnôl, -ˌnäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two isomeric liquid alcohols used as solvents; propyl alcohol.

[Chem. formula: C3
 H7
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from propane
 + -ol
 .






propel

 
/prəˈpel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive, push, or cause to move in a particular direction, typically forward




•
 
the boat is propelled by using a very long paddle




•
 (
-propelled

 )
 
a rocket-propelled grenade launcher.










2.
 
spur or drive into a particular situation




•
 
fear propelled her out of her stillness.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘expel, drive out’): from Latin 
propellere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’





propellant

 
/prəˈpelənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing or substance that causes something to move or be driven forward or outward, in particular




2.
 
an inert fluid, liquefied under pressure, in which the active contents of an aerosol are dispersed.




3.
 
an explosive that fires bullets from a firearm.




4.
 
a substance used as a reagent in a rocket engine to provide thrust.








II.
 
adjective




capable of propelling something




•
 
propellant gases.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: originally from Latin 
propellent-

 ‘driving ahead (of oneself),’ from the verb 
propellere

 , later from propel
 .





propeller

 
/prəˈpelər/






noun




a mechanical device for propelling a boat or aircraft, consisting of a revolving shaft with two or more broad, angled blades attached to it.













propeller-head

 
/prəˈpelərˌhed /

 
propeller head
 , propellerhead





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who has an obsessive interest in computers or technology.











– origin

 1980s: probably with reference to a beanie hat with a propeller on top, popularized by science fiction enthusiasts.





propeller shaft

 
/prəˈpelər prōˈpelər SHaft/






noun




a shaft transmitting power from an engine to a propeller or to the wheels of a motor vehicle; drive shaft.













propene

 
/ˈprōˌpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for propylene
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of propane
 and alkene
 .





propensity

 
/prəˈpensədē/





I.
 
noun




an inclination or natural tendency to behave in a particular way




•
 


a propensity for

 violence




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
their innate propensity to attack one another.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from archaic 
propense

 (from Latin 
propensus

 ‘inclined,’ past participle of 
propendere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, down’ + 
pendere

 ‘hang’) + -ity
 .






proper

 
/ˈpräpər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — truly what something is said or regarded to be; genuine




•
 
she's never had a proper job




•
 
a proper meal.










2.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — strictly so called; in its true form




•
 
some of the dos and don'ts in espionage proper.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used as an intensifier, often in derogatory contexts




•
 
she looked like a proper harlot.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of the required type; suitable or appropriate




•
 
an artist needs the proper tools




•
 
they had not followed the proper procedures.










5.
 
according to or respecting recognized social standards or conventions; respectable, especially excessively so




•
 
her parents' view of what was 
proper for

 a well-bred girl




•
 
a very prim and proper Swiss lady.










6.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
proper to

 )
 — belonging or relating exclusively or distinctively to; particular to




•
 
the two elephant types proper to Africa and to southern Asia.










7.
 
(of a psalm, lesson, prayer, etc.) appointed for a particular day, occasion, or season.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 belonging to oneself or itself; own




•
 
to judge with my proper eyes.










9.
 
[usu. 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 in the natural colors.




10.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) good-looking




•
 
he is a proper youth!










11.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a subset or subgroup that does not constitute the entire set or group, especially one that has more than one element.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 satisfactorily or correctly




•
 
my eyes were all blurry and I couldn't see proper.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 thoroughly




•
 
I had been fooled 
good and proper

 .














III.
 
noun




the part of a church service that varies with the season or festival.








IV.
 
derivatives





properness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
propre

 , from Latin 
proprius

 ‘one's own, special.’





proper adjective






noun




an adjective, typically capitalized, derived from a proper noun.













properdin

 
/ˈprōpərdən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in the blood, involved in the body's response to certain kinds of infection.











– origin

 1950s: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Latin 
perdere

 ‘destroy’ + -in
 1
 .





proper fraction

 
/ˈpräpər ˈfrakSHən/






noun




a fraction that is less than one, with the numerator less than the denominator.













properly

 
/ˈpräpərlē/






adverb



1.
 
correctly or satisfactorily




•
 
ensuring the work is carried out properly




•
 
a properly drafted agreement.










2.
 
appropriately for the circumstances; suitably; respectably




•
 
I'm trying to get my mother to behave properly.










3.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — in the strict sense; exactly




•
 
algebra is, 
properly speaking

 , the analysis of equations.










4.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 thoroughly; completely




•
 
this is the first day she has felt properly well.



















proper motion

 
/ˈpräpər ˈmōSHən/






noun






[Astronomy]

 the part of the apparent motion of a fixed star that is due to its actual movement in space relative to the sun.














proper noun

 
/ˈpräpər noun /

 
proper name






noun




a name used for an individual person, place, or organization, spelled with initial capital letters, e.g., 
Larry

 , 
Mexico

 , and 
Boston Red Sox

 .

Often contrasted with common noun
 .













propertied

 
/ˈpräpərdēd/






adjective




(of a person or group) owning property and land, especially in large amounts




•
 
a propertied country gentleman.



















Propertius, Sextus

 
/prōˈpərSH(ē)əs/






(
c.

 50–
c.

 16 
BC

 ), Roman poet. His four books of elegies are largely concerned with his love affair with a woman whom he called Cynthia.










property

 
/ˈpräpərdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing or things belonging to someone; possessions collectively




•
 
she wanted Oliver and his property out of her house




•
 
the stolen property was not recovered.










2.
 
a building or buildings and the land belonging to it or them




•
 
he's expanding now, buying property




•
 
the renovation of commercial properties.










3.
 


[Law]

 the right to the possession, use, or disposal of something; ownership




•
 
rights of property.










4.
 
old-fashioned term for prop
 2
 .




5.
 
an attribute, quality, or characteristic of something




•
 
the property of heat to expand metal at uniform rates.

















– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
propriete

 , from Latin 
proprietas

 , from 
proprius

 ‘one's own, particular’ (see proper
 ).





property developer






noun




a person or company that makes money by building houses or renovating existing properties for sale




•
 
the East End became a goldmine for property developers.



















property ladder






noun






(Brit.)

 a series of ascending stages by which people are perceived to progress as they are able to buy more expensive houses, the initial stage consisting of buying one’s first property




•
 
first-time buyers can't afford to 
get on to the property ladder

 .



















property man






noun






‹dated›

 a man in charge of theatrical props.













property mistress






noun






‹dated›

 a woman in charge of theatrical props.













property qualification






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a qualification for office or for the exercise of a right, especially the right to vote, based on the ownership of property.













prophage

 
/ˈprōˌfāj/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 the genetic material of a bacteriophage, incorporated into the genome of a bacterium and able to produce phages if specifically activated.











– origin

 1950s: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + phage
 .





prophase

 
/ˈprōˌfāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the first stage of cell division, before metaphase, during which the chromosomes become visible as paired chromatids and the nuclear envelope disappears. The first prophase of meiosis includes the reduction division.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + phase
 .






prophecy

 
/ˈpräfəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a prediction




•
 
a bleak prophecy of war and ruin.










2.
 
the faculty, function, or practice of prophesying




•
 
the gift of prophecy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
profecie

 , via late Latin from Greek 
prophēteia

 , from 
prophētēs

 (see prophet
 ). / 
usage:

 To avoid a common usage mistake, note the spelling and pronunciation differences between 
prophecy

 (the noun) and 
prophesy

 (the verb).





prophesy

 
/ˈpräfəˌsī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say that (a specified thing) will happen in the future




•
 
Jacques was prophesying a bumper harvest




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the papers prophesied that he would resign after the weekend.














II.
 
derivatives





prophesier

 
/ˈpräfəˌsīr /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
profecier

 , from 
profecie

 (see prophecy
 ). The differentiation of the spellings 
prophesy

 and 
prophecy

 as verb and noun was not established until after 1700. / 
usage:

 See usage at prophecy
 .






prophet

 
/ˈpräfət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the will of God




•
 
the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah.










2.
 
(
the Prophet

 )
 — (among Muslims) Muhammad.




3.
 
(
the Prophet

 )
 — (among Mormons) Joseph Smith or one of his successors.




4.
 
a person who advocates or speaks in a visionary way about a new belief, cause, or theory




•
 
a prophet of radical individualism.










5.
 
a person who makes or claims to be able to make predictions




•
 
the anti-technology 
prophets of doom

 .










6.
 
(
the Prophets

 )
 — (in Christian use) the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the twelve minor prophets.




7.
 
(in Jewish use) one of the three canonical divisions of the Hebrew Bible, distinguished from the Law and the Hagiographa, and comprising the books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the twelve minor prophets.








II.
 
phrases





a prophet is not without honor, but (or save) in his own country








‹proverb›

 a person's gifts and talents are rarely appreciated by those close to him.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 13:57.]












III.
 
derivatives





prophethood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prophete

 , via Latin from Greek 
prophētēs

 ‘spokesman,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
phētēs

 ‘speaker’ (from 
phēnai

 ‘speak’).





prophetess

 
/ˈpräfədəs/






noun




a female prophet.













prophetic

 
/prəˈfedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
accurately describing or predicting what will happen in the future




•
 
his warnings proved prophetic.










2.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a prophet or prophecy




•
 
the prophetic books of the Old Testament.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prophetical






adjective













2.
 
prophetically

 
/prəˈfedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
prophétique

 or late Latin 
propheticus

 , from Greek 
prophētikos

 ‘predicting’ (see prophet
 ).





prophylactic

 
/ˌprōfəˈlaktik/





I.
 
adjective




intended to prevent disease




•
 
prophylactic measures.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicine or course of action used to prevent disease




•
 
I took malaria prophylactics.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a condom.








III.
 
derivatives





prophylactically

 
/ˌprōfəˈlaktək(ə)lē ˌpräfəˈlaktək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
prophylactique

 , from Greek 
prophulaktikos

 , from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
phulassein

 ‘to guard.’





prophylaxis

 
/ˌprōfəˈlaksəs/





I.
 
noun




action taken to prevent disease, especially by specified means or against a specified disease




•
 
the treatment and prophylaxis of angina pectoris.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Greek 
phulaxis

 ‘act of guarding.’





propinquity

 
/prəˈpiNGkwədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being close to someone or something; proximity




•
 
he kept his distance as though afraid propinquity might lead him into temptation.










2.
 


‹technical›

 close kinship.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
propinquité

 , from Latin 
propinquitas

 , from 
propinquus

 ‘near,’ from 
prope

 ‘near to.’





propionibacterium

 
/ˌprōpēˌänəˌbakˈtirēəm/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that metabolizes carbohydrate, some kinds being involved in the fermentation of dairy products and the etiology of acne.

[Genus 
Propionibacterium

 ; Gram-positive rods.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from 
propionic

 (see propionic acid
 ) + bacterium
 .






propionic acid

 
/ˌprōpēˌänik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless pungent liquid organic acid produced in some forms of fermentation and used for inhibiting the growth of mold in bread.

[Alternative name: 
propanoic acid

 ; chem. formula: C2
 H5
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





propionate

 
/ˈprōpēəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
propionic

 from French 
propionique

 , from Greek 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
piōn

 ‘fat,’ it being the first or lowest molecular-weight member of the fatty acid series to form fats.






propitiate

 
/prəˈpiSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
win or regain the favor of (a god, spirit, or person) by doing something that pleases them




•
 
the pagans thought it was important to propitiate the gods with sacrifices.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
propitiator

 
/prəˈpiSHēˌādər /






noun













2.
 
propitiatory

 
/prəˈpiSH(ē)əˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as 
propitiation

 ): from Latin 
propitiat-

 ‘made favorable,’ from the verb 
propitiare

 , from 
propitius

 ‘favorable, gracious’ (see propitious
 ).





propitiation

 
/prəˌpiSHēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of propitiating or appeasing a god, spirit, or person




•
 
he lifted his hands in propitiation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
propitiatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
propitiare

 (see propitiate
 ).






propitious

 
/prəˈpiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving or indicating a good chance of success; favorable




•
 
the timing for such a meeting seemed propitious.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 favorably disposed toward someone




•
 
there were points on which they did not agree, moments in which she did not seem propitious.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
propitiously

 
/prəˈpiSHəslē prōˈpiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
propitiousness

 
/prəˈpiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
propicieus

 or Latin 
propitius

 ‘favorable, gracious.’





prop jet

 
/ˈpräp ˌjet/






noun




a turboprop aircraft or engine.













propolis

 
/ˈpräpələs/





I.
 
noun




a red or brown resinous substance collected by honeybees from tree buds, used by them to fill crevices and to seal and varnish honeycombs.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
propolis

 ‘suburb,’ also ‘bee glue,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
polis

 ‘city.’






proponent

 
/prəˈpōnənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who advocates a theory, proposal, or project




•
 
a collection of essays by both critics and proponents of graphology.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
proponent-

 ‘putting forth,’ from the verb 
proponere

 (see propound
 ).





Propontis

 
/prəˈpän(t)əs/





I.
 
ancient name for the Sea of Marmara (see Marmara, Sea of
 ).







– origin

 from Latin, from Greek 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
Pontos

 ‘Black Sea.’






proportion

 
/prəˈpôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part, share, or number considered in comparative relation to a whole




•
 
the proportion of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is rising.










2.
 
the relationship of one thing to another in terms of quantity, size, or number; the ratio




•
 
the 
proportion of

 exams 
to

 schoolwork




•
 
the bleach can be diluted with water in the proportion one part bleach to ten parts water.










3.
 
(
proportions

 )
 — the comparative measurements or size of different parts of a whole




•
 
the view of what constitutes perfect bodily proportions changes from one generation to the next.










4.
 
(
proportions

 )
 — dimensions; size




•
 
the room, despite its ample proportions, seemed too small for him.










5.
 
the correct, attractive, or ideal relationship in size or shape between one thing and another or between the parts of a whole




•
 
perceptions of color, form, harmony, and proportion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 adjust or regulate (something) so that it has a particular or suitable relationship to something else




•
 
a life after death in which happiness can be 
proportioned to

 virtue.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in proportion





a.
 
according to a particular relationship in size, amount, or degree




•
 
each region was represented 
in proportion to

 its population.










b.
 
in comparison with; in relation to




•
 
the cuckoo's eggs are unusually small 
in proportion to

 its size.










c.
 
in the correct or appropriate relation to the size, shape, or position of other things




•
 
her figure was completely in proportion.










d.
 
correctly or realistically regarded in terms of relative importance or seriousness




•
 
the problem has to be 
kept in proportion

 .















2.
 
out of proportion





a.
 
in the wrong relation to the size, shape, or position of other things




•
 
the sculpture seemed 
out of proportion to

 its surroundings.










b.
 
greater or more serious than is necessary or appropriate




•
 
the award was 
out of all proportion to

 the alleged libel.










c.
 
wrongly or unrealistically regarded in terms of relative importance or seriousness.









3.
 
sense of proportion






the ability to judge the relative importance or seriousness of things.












IV.
 
derivatives





proportionless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
proportio(n-)

 , from 
pro portione

 ‘with respect to (its or a person's) share.’





proportionable

 
/prəˈpôrSHənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




archaic term for proportional
 .








II.
 
derivatives





proportionably

 
/prəˈpôrSH(ə)nəblē /






adverb






















proportional

 
/prəˈpôrSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
corresponding in size or amount to something else




•
 
the punishment should be 
proportional to

 the crime.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a variable quantity) having a constant ratio to another quantity.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
proportionalis

 , from 
proportio(n-)

 (see proportion
 ). / 
usage:

 Except in certain long-established phrases, such as proportional representation, the adjectives 
proportional

 and 
proportionate

 may be used interchangeably.





proportional counter

 
/prəˈpôrSHənl pərˈpôrSHənl prəˈpôrSHnəl pərˈpôrSHnəl ˈkoun(t)ər/






noun






[Physics]

 an ionization chamber in which the operating voltage is large enough to produce amplification but not so large that the output pulse ceases to be proportional to the initial ionization.













proportionality

 
/prəˌpôrSHəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of corresponding in size or amount to something else




•
 
the requirement of proportionality of punishment to offense




•
 
they try to ensure some proportionality between input and output.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the fact of a variable quantity having a constant ratio to another quantity




•
 
the constant of proportionality between the two curves




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
qualitative proportionalities.



















proportionally

 
/prəˈpôrSH(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that corresponds in size or amount to something else




•
 
health problems increased 
proportionally to

 the number of hours worked




•
 
the benefits paid out are proportionally greater for lower-wage workers.



















proportional representation

 
PR






noun




an electoral system in which parties gain seats in proportion to the number of votes cast for them.














proportionate

 
/prəˈpôrSH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective




another term for proportional
 .











usage:

 See usage at proportional
 .





proportionately

 
/prəˈpôrSH(ə)nətlē/






adverb




in a way that corresponds in size or amount to something else




•
 
the risk of harm increases proportionately with the dose




•
 
a small rise in price will cause a proportionately smaller drop in sales.



















proportioned

 
/prəˈpôrSHənd/






adjective

 — [with 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
having dimensions or a comparative relationship of parts of a specified type




•
 
she was tall and perfectly proportioned.



















proposal

 
/prəˈpōzəl/






noun



1.
 
a plan or suggestion, especially a formal or written one, put forward for consideration or discussion by others




•
 
a set of 
proposals for

 a major new high-speed rail link.










2.
 
the action of proposing a plan or suggestion




•
 
the proposal of flexible work hours.










3.
 
an offer of marriage.














propose

 
/prəˈpōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put forward (an idea or plan) for consideration or discussion by others




•
 
he proposed a new nine-point peace plan




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we propose to be away for six months




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I proposed that the government should retain a 51 percent stake in the company.










2.
 
nominate (someone) for an elected office or as a member of a society




•
 
Thomson was proposed as chairman.










3.
 
put forward (a motion) to a legislature or committee




•
 
the government put its slim majority to the test by proposing a vote of confidence.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make an offer of marriage to someone




•
 
I have already 
proposed to

 Sarah.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
propose marriage






make an offer of marriage to someone.









2.
 
propose a toast






ask a group of people at a social occasion to drink to the health and happiness of a specified person




•
 
I hereby 
propose a toast to

 the bride and groom.


















III.
 
derivatives





proposer

 
/prəˈpōzər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
proposer

 , from Latin 
proponere

 (see proponent
 ), but influenced by Latin 
propositus

 ‘put or set forth’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





proposition

 
/ˌpräpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or assertion that expresses a judgment or opinion




•
 
the proposition that all men are created equal.










2.
 


[Logic]

 a statement that expresses a concept that can be true or false.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a formal statement of a theorem or problem, typically including the demonstration.




4.
 
a suggested scheme or plan of action, especially in a business context




•
 
a detailed investment proposition.










5.
 


(US)

 (in the US) a constitutional proposal; a bill.




6.
 


‹informal›

 an offer of sexual intercourse made to a person with whom one is not sexually involved, especially one that is made in an unsubtle or offensive way.




7.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a project, task, or idea considered in terms of its likely success or difficulty, especially in a commercial context




•
 
a paper that has lost half its readers is unlikely to be an attractive proposition.










8.
 
a person considered in terms of the likely success or difficulty of one's dealings with them




•
 
as a potential manager, Sandy is a better proposition than Dave.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make a suggestion of sexual intercourse to (someone with whom one is not sexually involved), especially in an unsubtle or offensive way




•
 
she had been propositioned at the party by an accountant.










2.
 


‹informal›

 make an offer or suggestion to (someone)




•
 
I was propositioned by the editor about becoming film critic of the paper.














III.
 
derivatives





propositional

 
/ˌpräpəˈziSH(ə)nl /






adjective






[chiefly Logic]





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
propositio(n-)

 , from the verb 
proponere

 (see propound
 ). The verb dates from the 1920s.





propositional calculus






noun




the branch of symbolic logic that deals with propositions and the relations between them, without examination of their content.














propound

 
/prəˈpound/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put forward (an idea, theory, or point of view) for consideration by others




•
 
he began to propound the idea of a “social monarchy” as an alternative to Franco.














II.
 
derivatives





propounder






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of archaic 
propone

 , from Latin 
proponere

 ‘set forth,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
ponere

 ‘put.’ The addition of the final 
-d

 can be compared with that in 
expound

 and 
compound

 .





propoxyphene

 
/prōˈpäksəˌfēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound chemically related to methadone, used as a mild narcotic analgesic.











– origin

 1950s: from propyl
 + oxy-
 2
 + 
-phene

 (from phenyl
 ).





propr.






abbreviation




proprietor.













propranolol

 
/prōˈpranlˌôl, -ˌäl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that acts as a beta blocker and is used mainly in the treatment of cardiac arrhythmia.

[Chem. formula: C16
 H21
 NO2
 .]











– origin

 1960s: from 
pro(pyl)

 + 
pr(op)anol

 , with the reduplication of 
-ol

 .





proprietary

 
/p(r)əˈprīəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an owner or ownership




•
 
the company has a proprietary right to the property.










2.
 
(of a product) marketed under and protected by a registered trade name




•
 
proprietary brands of insecticide.










3.
 
behaving as if one were the owner of someone or something




•
 
he looked about him with a proprietary air.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an owner; proprietor.




2.
 


‹historical›

 especially in North America, a grantee or owner of a colony who has been granted, as an individual or as part of a group, the full rights of self-government.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a member of a religious order who held property): from late Latin 
proprietarius

 ‘proprietor,’ from 
proprietas

 (see property
 ).





proprietary name

 
/p(r)əˈprīəˌterē nām/






noun




a name of a product or service registered by its owner as a trademark and not usable by others without permission.













proprietor

 
/p(r)əˈprīədər/





I.
 
noun




the owner of a business, or a holder of property.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proprietorial

 
/p(r)əˌprīəˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
proprietorially

 
/p(r)əˌprīəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb













3.
 
proprietorship

 
/p(r)əˈprīədərˌSHip /






noun





















proprietress

 
/p(r)əˈprīətrəs/






noun




a female proprietor.













propriety

 
/p(r)əˈprīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of conforming to conventionally accepted standards of behavior or morals




•
 
he always behaved with the utmost propriety.










2.
 
(
proprieties

 )
 — the details or rules of behavior conventionally considered to be correct




•
 
she's a great one for the proprieties.










3.
 
the condition of being right, appropriate, or fitting




•
 
they questioned the propriety of certain investments made by the council.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘peculiarity, essential quality’): from Old French 
propriete

 , from Latin 
proprietas

 (see property
 ).





proprioceptive

 
/ˌprōprēəˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to stimuli that are produced and perceived within an organism, especially those connected with the position and movement of the body.

Compare with exteroceptive
 and interoceptive
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proprioception

 
/-ˈsepSHən /






noun













2.
 
proprioceptively






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
proprius

 ‘own’ + receptive
 .





proprioceptor

 
/ˌprōprēəˈseptər/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a sensory receptor that receives stimuli from within the body, especially one that responds to position and movement.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
proprius

 ‘own’ + receptor
 .





props

 
/präps/






plural noun






‹informal›

 respect or credit due to a person




•
 
Erika gets props for the great work she did on the music.



















proptosis

 
/ˌpräpˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal protrusion or displacement of an eye or other body part.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
proptōsis

 , from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
piptein

 ‘to fall.’





propulsion

 
/prəˈpəlSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of driving or pushing forward




•
 
they dive and use their wings for propulsion under water.














II.
 
derivatives





propulsive

 
/prəˈpəlsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘expulsion’): from medieval Latin 
propulsio(n-)

 , from Latin 
propellere

 ‘drive before (oneself).’





prop wash






noun




a current of water or air created by the action of a propeller or rotor.














propyl

 
/ˈprōpəl/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the alkyl radical —C3
 H7
 , derived notionally from propane.

Compare with isopropyl
 .














propylaeum

 
/ˌpräpəˈlēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the structure forming the entrance to a temple.




2.
 
(
the Propylaeum

 )
 — the entrance to the Acropolis at Athens.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
propulaion

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
propulaios

 ‘before the gate,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
pulē

 ‘gate.’






propylene

 
/ˈprōpəˌlēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a gaseous hydrocarbon of the alkene series, made by cracking alkanes.

[Alternative name: 
propene

 ; chem. formula: C3
 H6
 .]













propylene glycol






noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid alcohol that is used as a solvent, in antifreeze, and in the food, plastics, and perfume industries.

[Chem. formula: C3
 H6
 (OH)2
 : two isomers.]













propylon

 
/ˈpräpəˌlän/





I.
 
noun




another term for propylaeum
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
propulon

 , from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
pulē

 ‘gate.’





pro rata

 
/prō ˈrädə/





I.
 
adjective




proportional




•
 
as the dollar has fallen, costs have risen on a pro rata basis




•
 
pro-rata ownership.














II.
 
adverb




proportionally




•
 
their fees will rise pro rata with salaries.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘according to the rate.’





prorate

 
/ˌprōˈrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be prorated

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 allocate, distribute, or assess pro rata




•
 
bonuses are prorated over the life of a player's contract.














II.
 
derivatives





proration

 
/prōˈrāSHən /






noun





















prorogue

 
/prōˈrōɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discontinue a session of (a parliament or other legislative assembly) without dissolving it




•
 
James prorogued Parliament in 1685 and ruled without it.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a legislative assembly) be discontinued without being dissolved




•
 
the House was all set to prorogue.














II.
 
derivatives





prorogation

 
/ˌprōrəˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
proroger

 , from Latin 
prorogare

 ‘prolong, extend,’ from 
pro-

 ‘in front of, publicly’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’





pros.






abbreviation



1.
 
proscenium.




2.
 
prosody.













prosaic

 
/prəˈzāik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the style or diction of prose; lacking poetic beauty




•
 
prosaic language can't convey the experience.










2.
 
commonplace; unromantic




•
 
the masses were too preoccupied by prosaic day-to-day concerns.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prosaically

 
/prəˈzāik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
prosaicness

 
/prəˈzāiknəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a prose writer): from late Latin 
prosaicus

 , from Latin 
prosa

 ‘straightforward (discourse)’ (see prose
 ). Current senses of the adjective date from the mid 18th cent.





Pros. Atty.






abbreviation




prosecuting attorney.













prosauropod

 
/prōˈsôrəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun




an elongated, partly bipedal herbivorous dinosaur of the late Triassic and early Jurassic periods, related to the ancestors of sauropods.

[Infraorder 
Prosauropoda

 , suborder 
Sauropodomorpha

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from pro-
 2
 ‘before in time’ + sauropod
 .





proscenium

 
/prəˈsēnēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a theater stage in front of the curtain.




2.
 
short for proscenium arch
 .




3.
 
the stage of an ancient theater.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
proskēnion

 , from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
skēnē

 ‘stage.’






proscenium arch

 
/prəˈsēnēəm prōˈsēnēəm ärCH/






noun




an arch framing the opening between the stage and the auditorium in some theaters.













prosciutto

 
/prəˈSHo͞odō/





I.
 
noun




Italian ham cured by drying and typically served in very thin slices.











– origin

 Italian.





proscribe

 
/prōˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forbid, especially by law




•
 
strikes remained proscribed in the armed forces.










2.
 
denounce or condemn




•
 
certain practices that the Catholic Church proscribed, such as polygyny.










3.
 


‹historical›

 outlaw (someone).








II.
 
derivatives





proscriptive

 
/prōˈskriptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘to outlaw’): from Latin 
proscribere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘in front of’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’ / 
usage:

 
Proscribe

 does not have the same meaning as 
prescribe

 : see usage at prescribe
 .





proscription

 
/prōˈskripSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of forbidding something; banning




•
 
the proscription of the party after the 1715 Rebellion.










2.
 
condemnation or denunciation of something.














prose

 
/prōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
written or spoken language in its ordinary form, without metrical structure




•
 
a short story in prose




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a prose passage.










2.
 
plain or dull writing, discourse, or expression




•
 
medical and scientific prose.










3.
 
another term for sequence
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — talk tediously




•
 
prosing on about female beauty.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 compose or convert into prose.








III.
 
derivatives





proser

 
/ˈprōzər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
prosa (oratio

 ) ‘straightforward (discourse),’ feminine of 
prosus

 , earlier 
prorsus

 ‘direct.’





Prosecco

 
/prōˈsekō/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a sparkling white wine from the Veneto region of NE Italy.











– origin

 Italian, probably from 
Prosecco

 , a town near Trieste.





prosector

 
/prōˈsektər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who dissects corpses for examination or anatomical demonstration.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, literally ‘anatomist,’ based on Latin 
secare

 ‘to cut,’ perhaps via French 
prosecteur

 .






prosecute

 
/ˈpräsəˌkyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
institute legal proceedings against (a person or organization)




•
 
they were prosecuted for obstructing the highway.










2.
 
institute legal proceedings in respect of (a claim or offense)




•
 
the state's attorney's office seemed to decide that this was a case worth prosecuting




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company didn't prosecute because of his age.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a lawyer) conduct the case against the party being accused or sued in a lawsuit




•
 
Mr. Ryan will be prosecuting this morning.










4.
 
continue with (a course of action) with a view to its completion




•
 
a serious threat to the government's ability to prosecute the war.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 carry on (a trade or pursuit)




•
 
waiting for permission to prosecute my craft.














II.
 
derivatives





prosecutable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
prosecut-

 ‘pursued, accompanied,’ from the verb 
prosequi

 , from 
pro-

 ‘onward’ + 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





prosecution

 
/ˌpräsəˈkyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the institution and conducting of legal proceedings against someone in respect of a criminal charge




•
 
Olesky faces prosecution on charges he spied for Russian intelligence




•
 
they lacked the funds to embark on private prosecutions.










2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the prosecution

 )
 — the party instituting or conducting legal proceedings against someone in a lawsuit




•
 
the main witness for the prosecution.










3.
 
the continuation of a course of action with a view to its completion




•
 
the network's prosecution of its commercial ends.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Old French, or from late Latin 
prosecutio(n-)

 , from 
prosequi

 ‘pursue, accompany’ (see prosecute
 ).





prosecutor

 
/ˈpräsəˌkyo͞odər/






noun



1.
 
a person, especially a public official, who institutes legal proceedings against someone.




2.
 
a lawyer who conducts the case against a defendant in a criminal court. Also called 
prosecuting attorney

 .













prosecutorial

 
/ˌpräsəkyəˈtôrēəl/






adjective




relating to the institution and conducting of legal proceedings against someone in respect of a criminal charge




•
 
the government's prosecutorial powers against suspected terrorists




•
 
charges of prosecutorial misconduct.



















proselyte

 
/ˈpräsəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has converted from one opinion, religion, or party to another, especially recently.




2.
 
a Gentile who has converted to Judaism.








II.
 
verb






(US)

 another term for proselytize
 .








III.
 
derivatives





proselytism

 
/ˈpräs(ə)ləˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
prosēluthos

 ‘stranger, convert,’ from 
prosēluth-

 , past stem of 
proserkhesthai

 ‘approach.’






proselytize

 
/ˈpräs(ə)ləˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert or attempt to convert (someone) from one religion, belief, or opinion to another




•
 
the program did have a tremendous evangelical effect, proselytizing many




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
proselytizing for converts




•
 (as 
noun

 
proselytizing

 )
 
no amount of proselytizing was going to change their minds.










2.
 
advocate or promote (a belief or course of action)




•
 
Davis wanted to share his concept and proselytize his ideas.














II.
 
derivatives





proselytizer

 
/ˈpräs(ə)ləˌtīzər /






noun





















proseminar

 
/prōˈseməˌnär/






noun




a seminar that accepts graduate and advanced undergraduate students alike.














prosencephalon

 
/ˌpräsˌenˈsefəˌlän, -lən/





I.
 
noun




another term for forebrain
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
prosō

 ‘forward’ + 
enkephalos

 ‘brain.’





prosenchyma

 
/präˈseNGkəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a plant tissue consisting of elongated cells with interpenetrating tapering ends, occurring especially in vascular tissue.








II.
 
derivatives





prosenchymatous

 
/ˌpräs(ə)nˈkimədəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pros

 ‘toward’ + 
enkhuma

 ‘infusion,’ on the pattern of 
parenchyma

 .





prose poem

 
/ˈprōz ˌpōəm/





I.
 
noun




a piece of writing in prose having obvious poetic qualities, including intensity, compactness, prominent rhythms, and imagery.








II.
 
derivatives





prose poetry






noun






















Proserpina

 
/prōˈsərpənə /

 

‹Roman Mythology›


 
Proserpine






Roman name for Persephone
 .









pro shop






noun




a retail outlet at a golf club, typically run by the resident professional, where golfing equipment is sold or repaired.














prosimian

 
/prōˈsimēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a primitive primate of a group that includes the lemurs, lorises, bushbabies, and tarsiers.

[Suborder 
Prosimii

 , order 
Primates

 : several families.]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the prosimians.

Compare with simian
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + simian
 .





prosit

 
/ˈprōzət, -sət/





I.
 
exclamation




an expression used as a toast when drinking to a person's health.











– origin

 German, from Latin, literally ‘may it benefit.’





Prosobranchia

 
/ˌpräsəˈbraNGkēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of mollusks that includes the limpets, abalones, and many terrestrial and aquatic snails. They all have a shell, and many have an operculum.

[Subclass 
Prosobranchia

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





prosobranch

 
/ˈpräsəˌbraNGk /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
prosō

 ‘forward’ + 
brankhia

 ‘gills.’





prosocial

 
/prōˈsōSHəl/






adjective






[Psychology]

 relating to or denoting behavior that is positive, helpful, and intended to promote social acceptance and friendship.













prosodic analysis

 
/prəˈsädik, -ˈzädik/






noun






[Linguistics]

 analysis of a language based on its patterns of stress and intonation in various contexts.













prosody

 
/ˈpräsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the patterns of rhythm and sound used in poetry




•
 
the translator is not obliged to reproduce the prosody of the original.










2.
 
the theory or study of prosody.




3.
 
the patterns of stress and intonation in a language




•
 
the salience of prosody in child language acquisition




•
 
early English prosodies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prosodic

 
/prəˈzädik /

 
prosodical






adjective













2.
 
prosodist

 
/ˈpräsədəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
prosodia

 ‘accent of a syllable,’ from Greek 
prosōidia

 ‘song sung to music, tone of a syllable,’ from 
pros

 ‘toward’ + 
ōidē

 ‘song.’





prosoma

 
/prōˈsōmə/





I.
 
noun




another term for cephalothorax
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Greek 
sōma

 ‘body.’





prosopagnosia

 
/ˌpräsəpaɡˈnōZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Psychiatry]

 an inability to recognize the faces of familiar people, typically as a result of damage to the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





prosopagnosic

 
/-ˈnōzik, -ˈnōsik /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: modern Latin, from Greek 
prosōpon

 ‘face’ + 
agnōsia

 ‘ignorance.’





prosopography

 
/ˌpräsəˈpäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a description of a person's social and family connections, career, etc., or a collection of such descriptions.




2.
 
the study of prosopography, especially in Roman history.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prosopographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
prosopographical

 
/-pəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from modern Latin 
prosopographia

 , from Greek 
prosōpon

 ‘face, person’ + 
-graphia

 ‘writing.’





prosopopoeia

 
/prəˌsōpəˈpēə ˌpräsəpəˈpēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figure of speech in which an abstract thing is personified.




2.
 
a figure of speech in which an imagined or absent person or thing is represented as speaking.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
prosōpopoiia

 , from 
prosōpon

 ‘person’ + 
poiein

 ‘to make.’






prospect

 
/ˈpräˌspekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the possibility or likelihood of some future event occurring




•
 
there was no prospect of a reconciliation




•
 
training that offered a prospect of continuous employment.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a mental picture of a future or anticipated event




•
 
this presents a disturbing prospect of one-party government.










3.
 
(usu. 
prospects

 )
 — chances or opportunities for success or wealth




•
 
the poor prospects for the steel industry.










4.
 
a person regarded as likely to succeed or as a potential customer, client, etc.




•
 
clients deemed likely prospects for active party membership




•
 
a great young pitching prospect.










5.
 
a place likely to yield mineral deposits.




6.
 
a place being explored for mineral deposits.




7.
 
an extensive view of landscape




•
 
a viewpoint commanding a magnificent prospect of the estuary.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search for mineral deposits in a place, especially by means of experimental drilling and excavation




•
 
the company is also 
prospecting for

 gold.










2.
 
(
prospect for

 )
 — look out for; search for




•
 
the responsibilities of salespeople to prospect for customers.














III.
 
derivatives





prospector

 
/ˈpräˌspektər prəˈspektər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting the action of looking toward a distant object): from Latin 
prospectus

 ‘view,’ from 
prospicere

 ‘look forward,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’ Early use, referring to a view of landscape, gave rise to the meaning ‘mental picture’ (mid 16th cent.), whence ‘anticipated event.’





prospective

 
/prəˈspektiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) expected or expecting to be something particular in the future




•
 
she showed a prospective buyer around the house.










2.
 
likely to happen at a future date; concerned with or applying to the future




•
 
a meeting to discuss prospective changes in government legislation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prospectively

 
/prəˈspektivlē /






adverb













2.
 
prospectiveness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘looking forward, having foresight’): from obsolete French 
prospectif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
prospectivus

 , from Latin 
prospectus

 ‘view’ (see prospect
 ).





prospectus

 
/prəˈspektəs/





I.
 
noun




a printed document that advertises or describes a school, commercial enterprise, forthcoming book, etc., in order to attract or inform clients, members, buyers, or investors.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘view, prospect,’ from the verb 
prospicere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’





prosper

 
/ˈpräspər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
succeed in material terms; be financially successful




•
 
his business prospered




•
 
the nation plans to prosper from free trade with the US.










2.
 
flourish physically; grow strong and healthy




•
 
areas where gray squirrels cannot prosper.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 make successful




•
 
God has wonderfully prospered this nation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prosperer

 , from Latin 
prosperare

 , from 
prosperus

 ‘doing well.’





prosperity

 
/präˈsperədē/





I.
 
noun




the state of being prosperous




•
 
a long period of prosperity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prosperite

 , from Latin 
prosperitas

 , from 
prosperus

 ‘doing well.’





prosperous

 
/ˈpräsp(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
successful in material terms; flourishing financially




•
 
prosperous middle-class professionals.










2.
 
bringing wealth and success




•
 
we wish you a prosperous New Year.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prosperously

 
/ˈpräsp(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
prosperousness

 
/ˈpräsp(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
prospereus

 , from Latin 
prosperus

 ‘doing well.’





Prost, Alain

 
/prôst/






(1955–), French race car driver. He won the Formula One world championship in 1985, 1986, 1989, and 1993.









prostacyclin

 
/ˌprästəˈsīklin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound of the prostaglandin type that is produced in arterial walls and that functions as an anticoagulant and vasodilator.











– origin

 1970s: from prostaglandin
 + cyclic
 + -in
 1
 .






prostaglandin

 
/ˌprästəˈɡlandən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of cyclic fatty acid compounds with varying hormonelike effects, notably the promotion of uterine contractions.











– origin

 1930s: from prostate
 + gland
 1
 + -in
 1
 .






prostate

 
/ˈpräsˌtāt /

 
prostate gland





I.
 
noun




a gland surrounding the neck of the bladder in male mammals and releasing prostatic fluid.








II.
 
derivatives





prostatic

 
/prəˈstadik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via French from modern Latin 
prostata

 , from Greek 
prostatēs

 ‘one that stands before,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
statos

 ‘standing.’





prostatectomy

 
/ˌprästəˈtektəmē/






noun




a surgical operation to remove all or part of the prostate gland.













prostate-specific antigen

 
PSA






noun






[Medicine]

 an antigenic enzyme released by the prostate and found in abnormally high concentrations in the blood of men with prostate cancer.













prostatic fluid






noun






[Medicine]

 an alkaline fluid secreted by the prostate gland during ejaculation that forms part of the semen.













prostatitis

 
/ˌprästəˈtīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the prostate gland.














prosthesis

 
/präsˈTHēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial body part, such as a leg, a heart, or a breast implant




•
 
his upper jaw was removed and a prosthesis was fitted.










2.
 
(also 
prothesis

 )
 — the addition of a letter or syllable at the beginning of a word, as in Spanish 
escribo

 derived from Latin 
scribo

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in 
sense

 2): via late Latin from Greek, from 
prostithenai

 , from 
pros

 ‘in addition’ + 
tithenai

 ‘to place.’





prosthetic

 
/präsˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting an artificial body part, such as a limb, a heart, or a breast implant




•
 
he wears prosthetic legs because his own were amputated.










2.
 
denoting a material designed to alter a person's physical appearance temporarily




•
 
an actor transformed by layers of prosthetic makeup.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting a letter or syllable added at the beginning of a word, as in Spanish 
escuela

 derived from Latin 
scola

 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial body part; a prosthesis.




•
 
three charities working there make prosthetics and help amputees to walk.










2.
 
(
prosthetics

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the making and fitting of artificial body parts.




3.
 
an artificial feature or piece of flexible material applied to a person's face or body to change their appearance temporarily




•
 
he plays all the parts, using various wigs and prosthetics




•
 
my prosthetic was made by a special effects makeup artist.














III.
 
derivatives





prosthetically






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): via late Latin 
prostheticus

 from Greek 
prosthesis

 : see prosthesis
 , -ic
 .





prosthetic group






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a nonprotein group forming part of or combined with a protein.













prosthetist

 
/ˈpräsTHədəst/






noun




a specialist in prosthetics.













prosthodontics

 
/ˌpräsTHəˈdän(t)iks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of dentistry concerned with the design, manufacture, and fitting of artificial replacements for teeth and other parts of the mouth.








II.
 
derivatives





prosthodontist

 
/ˌpräsTHəˈdän(t)ist /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from prosthesis
 , on the pattern of 
orthodontics

 .





prostitute

 
/ˈprästəˌt(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, typically a woman, who engages in sexual activity for payment.




2.
 
a person who misuses their talents or who sacrifices their self-respect for the sake of personal or financial gain




•
 
careerist political prostitutes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer (someone, typically a woman) for sexual activity in exchange for payment




•
 
although she was paid $15 to join a man at his table, she never 
prostituted herself

 .










2.
 
put (oneself or one's talents) to an unworthy or corrupt use or purpose for the sake of personal or financial gain




•
 
his willingness to prostitute himself to the worst instincts of the electorate.














III.
 
derivatives





prostitutor

 
/ˈprästəˌt(y)o͞odər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): from Latin 
prostitut-

 ‘exposed publicly, offered for sale,’ from the verb 
prostituere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
statuere

 ‘set up, place.’





prostitution

 
/ˌprästəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the practice or occupation of engaging in sexual activity with someone for payment.




2.
 
the unworthy or corrupt use of one's talents for the sake of personal or financial gain.













prostrate

 
/ˈprästrāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lying stretched out on the ground with one's face downward.




2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — completely overcome or helpless, especially with illness, distress, or exhaustion




•
 
his wife was 
prostrate with

 shock.










3.
 


[Botany]

 growing along the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
prostrate oneself

 )
 — lay oneself flat on the ground face downward, especially in reverence or submission




•
 
she prostrated herself on the bare floor of the church.










2.
 
(of distress, exhaustion, or illness) reduce (someone) to extreme physical weakness




•
 
she was prostrated by a migraine that she could scarcely get up the stairs.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
prostratus

 ‘thrown down,’ past participle of 
prosternere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
sternere

 ‘lay flat.’





prostration

 
/präˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of lying stretched out on the ground.




2.
 
the state of being extremely weak or subservient




•
 
the refusal to call a strike reflects the union leadership's 
prostration before

 the company.










3.
 
extreme physical weakness or emotional exhaustion.














prostyle

 
/ˈprōstīl/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a portico with a maximum of four columns.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
prostylos

 ‘(building) having pillars in front,’ from Greek 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
stulos

 ‘column.’





prosumer

 
/prōˈso͞omər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amateur who purchases equipment with quality or features suitable for professional use




•
 
the magazine is aimed at the prosumer who uses a $10,000 camera to make home movies of his dog.










2.
 
a prospective consumer who is involved in the design, manufacture, or development of a product or service.




•
 
a panel of prosumers weighed in on the plans for the new shampoo.

















– origin

 1980s: blend of 
professional

 or 
producer

 or 
proactive

 and 
consumer

 .





prosy

 
/ˈprōzē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of speech or writing) showing no imagination; commonplace or dull.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prosily

 
/ˈprōzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
prosiness

 
/ˈprōzēnəs /






noun





















prot-






combining form




variant spelling of proto-
 before a vowel (as in 
protamine

 ).













protactinium

 
/ˌprōˌtakˈtēnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Pa

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 91, a radioactive metal of the actinide series, occurring in small amounts as a product of the natural decay of uranium.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from proto-
 ‘original, earlier’ + actinium
 , so named because one of its isotopes decays to form actinium.






protagonist

 
/prōˈtaɡənəst prəˈtaɡənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the leading character or one of the major characters in a drama, movie, novel, or other fictional text.




2.
 
the main figure or one of the most prominent figures in a real situation




•
 
in this colonial struggle, the main protagonists were Great Britain and France.










3.
 
an advocate or champion of a particular cause or idea




•
 
a strenuous protagonist of the new agricultural policy.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
prōtagōnistēs

 , from 
prōtos

 ‘first in importance’ + 
agōnistēs

 ‘actor.’ / 
usage:

 The first sense of 
protagonist

 , as originally used in connection with ancient Greek drama, is ‘the main character in a play.’ In the early 20th century, a new sense arose meaning ‘a supporter of a cause’: a strenuous 
protagonist

 of the new agricultural policy. This new sense probably arose by analogy with 
antagonist

 , the 
pro-

 in 
protagonist

 being interpreted as meaning ‘in favor of.’ In fact, the 
prot-

 in 
protagonist

 derives from the Greek root meaning ‘first.’ 
Protagonist

 is best used in its original dramatic, theatrical sense, not as a synonym for supporter or proponent. Further, because of its basic meaning of ‘leading character,’ such usage as the play's half-dozen protagonists were well cast blurs the word's distinctiveness; characters, instead of protagonists, would be more precise.





protamine

 
/ˈprōdəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of simple proteins found combined with nucleic acids, especially in fish sperm.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from proto-
 ‘original’ + amine
 .






protandrous

 
/prōˈtandrəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a hermaphrodite flower or animal) having the male reproductive organs come to maturity before the female.

The opposite of protogynous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





protandry

 
/-ˈandrē /






noun





















protanope

 
/ˈprōdəˌnōp/






noun




a person suffering from protanopia.














protanopia

 
/ˌprōdəˈnōpēə/





I.
 
noun




color-blindness resulting from insensitivity to red light, causing confusion of greens, reds, and yellows. It is hereditary and is the most common form of color-blindness.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from proto-
 ‘original’ (red being regarded as the first component of color vision) + an-
 1
 ‘lacking’ + -opia
 .





pro tanto

 
/ˌprō ˈtantō/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




to such an extent; to that extent.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘for so much.’






protasis

 
/ˈprädəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 the clause expressing the condition in a conditional sentence (e.g., 
if you asked me

 in 
if you asked me I would agree

 ).

Often contrasted with apodosis
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
protasis

 ‘proposition,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
teinein

 ‘to stretch.’





protea

 
/ˈprōdēə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen shrub or small tree with large nectar-rich conelike flower heads surrounded by brightly colored bracts, chiefly native to South Africa.

[Genus 
Protea

 , family 
Proteaceae

 : many species, including 
P. repens

 , which was formerly used as a source of sweet syrup.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Proteus
 , with reference to the many species of the genus.





protean

 
/ˈprōdēən prōˈtēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending or able to change frequently or easily




•
 
it is difficult to comprehend the whole of this protean subject.










2.
 
able to do many different things; versatile




•
 
Shostakovich was a remarkably protean composer, one at home in a wide range of styles.














II.
 
derivatives





proteanism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Proteus
 + -an
 .





protease

 
/ˈprōdēˌāz ˈprōdēˌās/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that breaks down proteins and peptides.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from protein
 + -ase
 .





protease inhibitor






noun




a substance that breaks down protease, thereby inhibiting the replication of certain cells and viruses, including HIV.













proteasome

 
/ˈprōdēəˌsōm/






noun




a protein complex in cells containing proteases; it breaks down proteins that have been tagged by ubiquitin.













protec.






abbreviation




protectorate.














protect

 
/prəˈtekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep safe from harm or injury




•
 
he tried to 
protect

 Kelly 
from

 the attack




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
certain vitamins may 
protect against

 heart disease.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
protected

 )
 — aim to preserve (a threatened plant or animal species) by legislating against collecting or hunting.




3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
protected

 )
 — restrict by law access to or development of (land) so as to preserve its natural state




•
 
logging is continuing in protected areas in violation of an international agreement.










4.
 
(of an insurance policy) promise to pay (someone) an agreed amount in the event of loss, injury, fire, theft, or other misfortune




•
 
in the event of your death, your family will be protected against any financial problems that may arise.










5.
 


[Economics]

 shield (a domestic industry) from competition by imposing import duties on foreign goods.




6.
 


[Computing]

 restrict access to or use of (data or a memory location)




•
 
security products are designed to 
protect

 information 
from

 unauthorized access.














II.
 
derivatives





protectable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
protect-

 ‘covered in front,’ from the verb 
protegere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘in front’ + 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’





protectant

 
/prəˈtektənt/






noun




a substance that provides protection, e.g., against disease or ultraviolet radiation.













protection

 
/prəˈtekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of protecting someone or something, or the state of being protected




•
 
the B vitamins give protection against infection




•
 
his son was put under police protection.










2.
 
a person or thing that prevents someone or something from suffering harm or injury




•
 
the castle was built as protection against the Saxons




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a protection against the evil eye.










3.
 
(usu. 
protections

 )
 — a legal or other formal measure intended to preserve civil liberties and rights.




4.
 
a document guaranteeing immunity from harm to the person specified in it.




5.
 
the practice of paying money to criminals so as to prevent them from attacking oneself or one's property


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a protection racket




•
 
protection money.










6.
 
money paid to criminals to prevent them from attacking, especially on a regular basis.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 used euphemistically to refer to the keeping of a mistress by her lover in a separate establishment




•
 
she was living 
under his lordship's protection

 at Gloucester Gate.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
protectio(n-)

 , from 
protegere

 ‘cover in front’ (see protect
 ).





protectionism

 
/prəˈtekSHəˌnizəm/






noun






[Economics]

 the theory or practice of shielding a country's domestic industries from foreign competition by taxing imports.













protectionist

 
/prəˈtekSH(ə)nəst /

 

‹Economics›






I.
 
noun




an advocate of the policy of shielding a country's domestic industries from foreign competition by taxing imports




•
 
barriers erected by the agricultural protectionists.














II.
 
adjective




relating to the theory or practice of shielding a country's domestic industries from foreign competition by taxing imports




•
 
protectionist measures against foreign imports.



















protective

 
/prəˈtektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of or intended to protect someone or something




•
 
protective gloves are worn to minimize injury.










2.
 
having or showing a strong wish to keep someone or something safe from harm




•
 
I felt protective toward her




•
 
Marco wrapped a protective arm around her shoulder.










3.
 


[Economics]

 of or relating to the protection of domestic industries from foreign competition




•
 
protective tariffs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
protectively

 
/prəˈtektivlē /






adverb













2.
 
protectiveness

 
/prəˈtektivnəs /






noun





















protective coloration

 
protective coloring






noun




coloring that disguises or camouflages a plant or animal.













protective custody

 
/prəˈtektiv ˈkəstədē/






noun




the detention of a person for their own protection




•
 
they were being held 
in protective custody

 during the trial.



















protective order






noun




a court order instructing a person to desist from abusing or harassing the petitioner (usu. a related person) for a fixed period




•
 
a protective order against the man accused of setting his wife on fire.



















protector

 
/prəˈtektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that protects someone or something




•
 
ear protectors




•
 
a passionate protector of animal rights.










2.
 
(chiefly 
Protector

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a person in charge of a kingdom during the minority, absence, or incapacity of the sovereign.




3.
 
(also 
Lord Protector

 )
 — the title of the head of state in England during the later period of the Commonwealth between 1653 and 1659, first Oliver Cromwell (1653–58), then his son Richard (1658–59).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
protectoral

 
/-rəl /






adjective













2.
 
protectorship

 
/prəˈtektərˌSHip /






noun





















protectorate

 
/prəˈtekt(ə)rət/






noun



1.
 
a state that is controlled and protected by another.




2.
 
the relationship between a protectorate and the one that controls it




•
 
a French protectorate had been established over Tunis.










3.
 
(usu. 
Protectorate

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the position or period of office of a Protector, especially that in England of Oliver and Richard Cromwell.













protectress

 
/prəˈtektris/






noun




a female protector.













protégé

 
/ˈprōdəˌZHā ˌprōdəˈZHā /

 
protege





I.
 
noun




a person who is guided and supported by an older and more experienced or influential person




•
 
he was an aide and protégé of the former Tennessee senator.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘protected,’ past participle of 
protéger

 , from Latin 
protegere

 ‘cover in front’ (see protect
 ).





protégée

 
/ˈprōdəˌZHā ˌprōdəˈZHā /

 
protegee






noun




a female protégé.














protein

 
/ˈprōˌtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a class of nitrogenous organic compounds that consist of large molecules composed of one or more long chains of amino acids and are an essential part of all living organisms, especially as structural components of body tissues such as muscle, hair, collagen, etc., and as enzymes and antibodies.




2.
 
proteins collectively, especially as a dietary component




•
 
a diet high in protein.














II.
 
derivatives





proteinaceous

 
/ˌprōˌtē(ə)ˈnāSHəs, ˌprōtnˈā- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
protéine

 , German 
Protein

 , from Greek 
prōteios

 ‘primary,’ from 
prōtos

 ‘first.’





proteinase

 
/ˈprōdēˌnās ˈprōdēˌnāz/






noun




another term for endopeptidase
 .













proteinoid

 
/ˈprōtnˌoid, ˈprōˌtēn-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a polypeptide or mixture of polypeptides obtained by heating a mixture of amino acids.













proteinuria

 
/ˌprōtnˈ(y)o͝orēə, ˌprōˌtēn-/






noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of abnormal quantities of protein in the urine, which may indicate damage to the kidneys.













pro tem

 
/ˌprō ˈtem/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




for the time being


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
a printer that Marisa could use pro tem




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a pro tem committee




•
 [as 
postpositive adj.

 ]
 
the president pro tem of the Senate.

















– origin

 abbreviation of Latin 
pro tempore

 .





proteoglycan

 
/ˌprōdēəˈɡlīkan/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound consisting of a protein bonded to glycosaminoglycan groups, present especially in connective tissue.













proteolysis

 
/ˌprōdēˈäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the breakdown of proteins or peptides into amino acids by the action of enzymes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proteolytic

 
/ˌprōdēəˈlidik /






adjective













2.
 
proteolytically

 
/-əˈlitik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from protein
 + -lysis
 .





proteome

 
/ˈprōdēˌōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the entire complement of proteins that is or can be expressed by a cell, tissue, or organism




•
 
now that the human genome has been deciphered, much of the fanfare surrounding it has transferred to the proteome.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of protein
 and genome
 .





proteomics

 
/ˌprōdēˈämiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
singular

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 the study of proteomes and their functions.








II.
 
derivatives





proteomic






adjective





















Proterozoic

 
/ˌprōdərəˈzōik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the eon that constitutes the later part of the Precambrian, between the Archean eon and the Cambrian period, in which the earliest forms of life evolved.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Proterozoic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Proterozoic eon or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Proterozoic lasted from about 2,500 million to 570 million years ago. For millions of years only bacteria, algae, and other simple organisms existed, and the early invertebrates that followed were soft-bodied and rarely left any trace in the form of fossils.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
proteros

 ‘former’ + 
zōē

 ‘life,’ 
zōos

 ‘living’ + -ic
 .






protest





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈprōˌtest /



1.
 
a statement or action expressing disapproval of or objection to something




•
 
the Hungarian team lodged an official protest




•
 
two senior scientists resigned 
in protest

 .










2.
 
an organized public demonstration expressing strong objection to a policy or course of action adopted by those in authority


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a protest march.










3.
 


[Law]

 a written declaration, typically by a notary public, that a bill has been presented and payment or acceptance refused.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/prəˈtest prōˈtest /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — express an objection to what someone has said or done




•
 
she wouldn't let him pay, and he didn't protest.










2.
 
publicly demonstrate strong objection to a policy or course of action adopted by those in authority




•
 
doctors and patients 
protested against

 plans to cut services at the hospital.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 publicly demonstrate an objection to (a policy or course of action)




•
 
the workers were protesting economic measures enacted a week earlier.










4.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — declare (something) firmly and emphatically in the face of stated or implied doubt or in response to an accusation


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I'm not being coy!” Lucy protested




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she has always protested her innocence.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 write or obtain a protest in regard to (a bill).








III.
 
phrases





under protest






after expressing one's objection or reluctance; unwillingly




•
 
“I'm only here under protest,” Jenna said shortly.


















IV.
 
derivatives





protestingly

 
/prəˈtestiNGlē prōˈtestiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘make a solemn declaration’): from Old French 
protester

 , from Latin 
protestari

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forth, publicly’ + 
testari

 ‘assert’ (from 
testis

 ‘witness’).





Protestant

 
/ˈprädəstənt/





I.
 
noun




a member or follower of any of the Western Christian churches that are separate from the Roman Catholic Church and follow the principles of the Reformation, including the Baptist, Presbyterian, and Lutheran churches.

Protestants are so called after the declaration (
protestatio

 ) of Martin Luther and his supporters dissenting from the decision of the Diet of Spires (1529), which reaffirmed the edict of the Diet of Worms against the Reformation. All Protestants reject the authority of the papacy, both religious and political, and find authority in the text of the Bible.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or belonging to any of the Protestant churches.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Protestantization

 
/ˌprätəstəntəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
Protestantize

 
/ˈprädəst(ə)nˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via German or French from Latin 
protestant-

 ‘protesting,’ from 
protestari

 (see protest
 ).






Protestant ethic

 
Protestant work ethic





I.
 
noun




the view that a person's duty is to achieve success through hard work and thrift, such success being a sign that one is saved.











– origin

 translating German 
die protestantische Ethik

 , coined (1904) by the economist Max Weber in his thesis on the relationship between the teachings of Calvin and the rise of capitalism.





Protestantism

 
/ˈprädəstəntˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
the faith, practice, and church order of the Protestant churches.




2.
 
adherence to the forms of Christian doctrine that are generally regarded as Protestant rather than Catholic or Eastern Orthodox.













protestation

 
/ˌprädəˈstāSH(ə)n ˌprōˌtesˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an emphatic declaration that something is or is not the case




•
 
her protestations of innocence were in vain




•
 
no amount of protestation to the contrary made any difference.










2.
 
an objection or protest




•
 
he was warned by the referee for his loud protestations.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
protestatio(n-)

 , from 
protestari

 ‘to protest’ (see protest
 ).





protester

 
/ˈprōˌtestər prəˈtestər /

 
protestor






noun




a person who publicly demonstrates strong objection to something; a demonstrator




•
 
the decision was hailed by 
protesters against

 the closure as a triumph.



















proteus

 
/ˈprōdēəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium found in the intestines of animals and in the soil.

[Genus 
Proteus

 ; motile Gram-negative rods.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Proteus
 .






Proteus

 
/ˈprōdēəs/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a minor sea god who had the power of prophecy but who would assume different shapes to avoid answering questions.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a satellite of Neptune, the sixth closest to the planet, discovered by the Voyager 2 space probe in 1989, and having a diameter of 261 miles (420 km).









prothalamion

 
/ˌprōTHəˈlāmēən /

 
prothalamium





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a song or poem celebrating an upcoming wedding.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
Prothalamion

 , the title of a poem by Spenser, on the pattern of epithalamium
 .





prothallus

 
/prōˈTHaləs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the gametophyte of ferns and other primitive plants.








II.
 
derivatives





prothallial

 
/-ˈTHalēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from pro-
 2
 ‘before, earlier’ + Greek 
thallos

 ‘green shoot.’





prothesis

 
/ˈpräTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 (especially in the Orthodox Church) the action of placing the Eucharistic elements on the credence table.




2.
 
a credence table.




3.
 
the part of a church where the credence table stands.




4.
 
another term for prosthesis
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
derivatives





prothetic

 
/prəˈTHetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Greek, ‘placing before or in public view,’ from 
pro

 ‘before’ + 
thesis

 ‘placing.’





prothonotary warbler





I.
 
noun




a North American warbler, the male of which has a golden-yellow head, breast, and underparts.

[
Protonotaria citrea

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named with reference to the saffron color of the robes worn by clerks to the pope (see Protonotary Apostolic
 ).





prothorax

 
/prōˈTHôrˌaks/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the anterior segment of the thorax of an insect, not bearing any wings.








II.
 
derivatives





prothoracic

 
/ˌprōTHəˈrasik /






adjective





















prothrombin

 
/prōˈTHrämbən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in blood plasma that is converted into active thrombin during coagulation.













Protista

 
/prōˈtistə /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
a kingdom or large grouping that comprises mostly single-celled organisms such as the protozoa, simple algae and fungi, slime molds, and (formerly) the bacteria. They are now divided among up to thirty phyla, and some have both plant and animal characteristics.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
protist

 
/ˈprōdəst /






noun













2.
 
protistan

 
/prōˈtistən /






adjective, noun













3.
 
protistology

 
/ˌprōtəˈstäləjē, ˌprōˌtisˈtäl- /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
prōtista

 , neuter plural of 
prōtistos

 ‘very first,’ superlative of 
prōtos

 ‘first.’





protium

 
/ˈprōdēəm ˈprōSHəm/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the common, stable isotope of hydrogen, as distinct from deuterium and tritium.











– origin

 1930s: modern Latin, from Greek 
prōtos

 ‘first.’






proto-

 
/ˈprōdō /

 
prot-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
original; primitive




•
 
prototherian




•
 
prototype.










2.
 
first; anterior; relating to a precursor




•
 
protomartyr




•
 
protozoan.

















– origin

 from Greek 
prōtos

 ‘first.’





protoceratops

 
/ˌprōdəˈserəˌtäps/






noun




a small quadrupedal dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period, having a bony frill above the neck and probably ancestral to triceratops. The fossilized remains of many individuals and their eggs have been found in Mongolia.

[Genus 
Protoceratops

 , infraorder 
Ceratopsia

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]













protocol

 
/ˈprōdəˌkôl ˈprōdəˌkäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the official procedure or system of rules governing affairs of state or diplomatic occasions




•
 
protocol forbids the prince from making any public statement in his defense.










2.
 
the accepted or established code of procedure or behavior in any group, organization, or situation




•
 
what is the protocol at a conference if one's neighbor dozes off during the speeches?










3.
 


[Computing]

 a set of rules governing the exchange or transmission of data between devices.




4.
 
the original draft of a diplomatic document, especially of the terms of a treaty agreed to in conference and signed by the parties.




5.
 
an amendment or addition to a treaty or convention




•
 
a protocol to the treaty allowed for this Danish referendum.










6.
 
a formal or official record of scientific experimental observations.




7.
 
a procedure for carrying out a scientific experiment or a course of medical treatment.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the original record of an agreement, forming the legal authority for future dealings relating to it): from Old French 
prothocole

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
prōtokollon

 ‘first page, flyleaf,’ from 
prōtos

 ‘first’ + 
kolla

 ‘glue.’ Sense 1 derives from French 
protocole

 , the collection of set forms of etiquette to be observed by the French head of state, and the name of the government department responsible for this (in the 19th cent).





Protoctista

 
/ˌprōtäkˈtistə /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
a kingdom or large grouping that is either synonymous with the Protista or equivalent to the Protista together with their multicellular descendants.




II.
 
derivatives





protoctist

 
/ˈprōtäkˌtist /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), based on Greek 
prōtos

 ‘first.’





protogalaxy

 
/ˌprōdōˈɡaləksē/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a vast mass of gas from which a galaxy is thought to develop.








II.
 
derivatives





protogalactic

 
/-ɡəˈlaktik /






adjective






















Proto-Germanic

 
/ˌprōdōjərˈmänik/






noun




see Germanic
 .














protogynous

 
/ˌprōtəˈjīnəs, prōˈtäjənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a hermaphrodite flower or animal) having the female reproductive organs come to maturity before the male.

The opposite of protandrous
 .








II.
 
derivatives





protogyny

 
/ˈprōtəˌjīnē, prōˈtäjənē /






noun





















protohuman

 
/ˌprōdōˈhyo͞omən /

 

‹Anthropology›






I.
 
noun




a hypothetical prehistoric primate, resembling humans and thought to be their ancestor, whose profile has been compiled mainly from fossil evidence.








II.
 
adjective




relating to a protohuman primate.














Proto-Indo-European





I.
 
noun




the unrecorded language from which all Indo-European languages are hypothesized to derive.

See Indo-European
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Proto-Indo-European.













protolanguage

 
/ˈprōdōˌlaNG(ɡ)wij/






noun




a hypothetical undocumented parent language from which actual languages are derived.













protomartyr

 
/ˈprōdōˌmärdər/






noun




the first martyr for a cause, especially the first Christian martyr, St. Stephen.













proton

 
/ˈprōˌtän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a stable subatomic particle occurring in all atomic nuclei, with a positive electric charge equal in magnitude to that of an electron, but of opposite sign.

The mass of the proton is 1,836 times greater than that of the electron. The atoms of each chemical element have a characteristic number of protons in the nucleus; this is known as the atomic number. The common isotope of hydrogen has a nucleus consisting of a single proton.








II.
 
derivatives





protonic

 
/prōˈtänik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from Greek, neuter of 
prōtos

 ‘first.’





protonate

 
/ˈprōtnˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 transfer a proton to (a molecule, group, or atom), so that a coordinate bond to the proton is formed.








II.
 
derivatives





protonation

 
/ˌprōtnˈāSHən /






noun





















protonotary

 
/ˌprōdəˈnōdərē /

 
prothonotary





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a chief clerk in some courts of law, originally in the Byzantine court.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from late Greek 
prōtonotarios

 , from 
prōtos

 ‘first’ + 
notarios

 ‘notary.’






Protonotary Apostolic






noun




a member of the Roman Catholic college of prelates who register papal acts and direct the canonization of saints.














protopathic

 
/ˌprōdəˈpaTHik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting those sensory nerve fibers of the skin that are capable of discriminating only among such relatively coarse stimuli as heat, cold, and pain.

Often contrasted with epicritic
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from proto-
 ‘primitive’ + Greek 
pathos

 ‘suffering, feeling’ + -ic
 .





protoplanet

 
/ˈprōdōˌplanit/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a large body of matter in orbit around the sun or a star and thought to be developing into a planet




•
 
this analysis supported the view that the moon originated from a glancing collision between the earth and another protoplanet 4,500 million years ago.

















– origin

 1940s: from proto-
 + planet
 .






protoplasm

 
/ˈprōdəˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the colorless material comprising the living part of a cell, including the cytoplasm, nucleus, and other organelles.








II.
 
derivatives





protoplasmic

 
/ˌprōtəˈplazmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
prōtoplasma

 (see proto-
 , plasma
 ).





protoplast

 
/ˈprōdəˌplast/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Botany]

 the protoplasm of a living plant or bacterial cell whose cell wall has been removed.








II.
 
derivatives





protoplastic

 
/ˌprōdəˈplastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
prōtoplastos

 ‘first formed,’ from 
prōtos

 ‘first’ + 
plassein

 ‘to mold.’






protopodite

 
/prəˈtäpəˌdīt /

 
protopod





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the basal segments of the biramous limb or appendage of a crustacean.

Compare with endopodite
 , exopodite
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from proto-
 ‘early, original’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot’ + -ite
 1
 .





protostar

 
/ˈprōdəˌstär/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a contracting mass of gas that represents an early stage in the formation of a star, before nucleosynthesis has begun.













protostome

 
/ˈprōdəˌstōm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a multicellular organism whose mouth develops from a primary embryonic opening, such as an annelid, mollusk, or arthropod.











– origin

 1950s: from proto-
 ‘primitive’ + Greek 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’






Prototheria

 
/ˌprōdəˈTHirēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of mammals that comprises the monotremes and their extinct relatives.

Compare with Theria
 . [Subclass 
Prototheria

 , class 
Mammalia

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from proto-
 ‘first, original’ + Greek 
thēr

 ‘wild beast.’





prototherian

 
/ˌprōdəˈTHirēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the group Prototheria, which comprises the monotremes and their extinct relatives.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting prototherians.













prototype

 
/ˈprōdəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a first, typical or preliminary model of something, especially a machine, from which other forms are developed or copied




•
 
the firm is testing a prototype of the weapon




•
 
the prototype of all careerists is Judas.










2.
 
the archetypal example of a class of living organisms, astronomical objects, or other items




•
 
these objects are the prototypes of a category of rapidly spinning neutron stars.










3.
 


[Electronics]

 a basic filter network with specified cutoff frequencies, from which other networks may be derived to obtain sharper cutoffs, constancy of characteristic impedance with frequency, etc.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a prototype of (a product).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prototypal

 
/ˌprōtəˈtīpəl /






adjective













2.
 
prototypic

 
/ˌprōtəˈtipik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the original of which something else is a copy or derivative): via French or late Latin from Greek 
prōtotupos

 (see proto-
 , type
 ).





prototypical

 
/ˌprōdəˈtipik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




denoting the first, original, or typical form of something




•
 
the prototypical vehicle




•
 
the phone emerged as the prototypical example of point-to-point communication.














II.
 
derivatives





prototypically

 
/ˌprōdəˈtipik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Protozoa

 
/ˌprōdəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum or group of phyla that comprises the single-celled microscopic animals, which include amoebas, flagellates, ciliates, sporozoans, and many other forms. They are now usually treated as a number of phyla belonging to the kingdom 
Protista

 .




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
protozoa

 )
 — organisms of the Protozoa group.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from proto-
 ‘first’ + Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





protozoan

 
/ˌprōdəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a single-celled microscopic animal of a group of phyla of the kingdom 
Protista

 , such as an amoeba, flagellate, ciliate, or sporozoan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting protozoans.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
protozoal






adjective













2.
 
protozoic

 
/ˌprōdəˈzōik /






adjective













3.
 
protozoon

 
/ˌprōdəˈzōˌän /






noun





















protract

 
/prəˈtrakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prolong




•
 
he had certainly taken his time, even protracting the process.










2.
 
draw (a plan, etc.) to scale.








II.
 
derivatives





protraction

 
/prəˈtrakSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
protract-

 ‘prolonged,’ from the verb 
protrahere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘out’ + 
trahere

 ‘to draw.’





protracted

 
/prəˈtraktəd/





I.
 
adjective




lasting for a long time or longer than expected or usual




•
 
a protracted and bitter dispute.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
protractedly

 
/prəˈtraktədlē /






adverb













2.
 
protractedness






noun





















protractile

 
/prəˈtrakt(ə)l prōˈtrakt(ə)l prōˈtrakˌtīl prəˈtrakˌtīl/






adjective




another term for protrusible
 .














protractor

 
/ˌprōˈtraktər/






noun



1.
 
an instrument for measuring angles, typically in the form of a flat semicircle marked with degrees along the curved edge.




2.
 
(also 
protractor muscle

 )
 — 

[chiefly Zoology]

 a muscle serving to extend a part of the body.

Compare with retractor
 .













protrude

 
/prəˈtro͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend beyond or above a surface




•
 
something like a fin protruded from the water.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) cause (a body part) to do this.








II.
 
derivatives





protrusive

 
/prəˈtro͞osiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘thrust (something) forward or onward’): from Latin 
protrudere

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, out’ + 
trudere

 ‘to thrust.’





protruding

 
/prəˈtro͞odiNG/






adjective




sticking out; projecting




•
 
a stocky guy with a furrowed brow and a protruding bottom lip.




















protrusible

 
/prəˈtro͞osəb(ə)l prōˈtro͞osəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a body part, such as the jaws of a fish) capable of being protruded or extended.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
protrus-

 ‘extended or thrust forward’ (from the verb 
protrudere

 ) + -ible
 .





protrusile

 
/prəˈtro͞osəl prōˈtro͞osəl prōˈtro͞oˌsīl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a limb or other body part) able to be thrust forward.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
protrus-

 ‘extended or thrust forward’ (from the verb 
protrudere

 ), on the pattern of 
extrusile

 .





protrusion

 
/prəˈtro͞oZHən/






noun




something that protrudes; a protuberance




•
 
a protrusion of rock jutted from the mountainside.



















protuberance

 
/prəˈt(y)o͞ob(ə)rəns/






noun



1.
 
a thing that protrudes from something else




•
 
some dinosaurs evolved protuberances on top of their heads.










2.
 
the fact or state of protruding




•
 
the large size and protuberance of the incisors.



















protuberant

 
/prəˈt(y)o͞ob(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective




protruding; bulging




•
 
his protuberant eyes fluttered open.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
protuberant-

 ‘swelling out,’ from the verb 
protuberare

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forward, out’ + 
tuber

 ‘bump.’





Protura

 
/prəˈt(y)o͞orə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of minute white wingless insects with slender bodies. They lack eyes and antennae, using the first pair of legs as sensory organs.

[Order 
Protura

 , subclass 
Apterygota

 , class 
Insecta

 (or 
Hexapoda

 ).]




II.
 
derivatives





proturan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
prōtos

 ‘first, primitive.’






proud

 
/proud/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling deep pleasure or satisfaction as a result of one's own achievements, qualities, or possessions or those of someone with whom one is closely associated




•
 
a proud grandma of three boys




•
 
she got nine As and he was so 
proud of

 her.










2.
 
(of an event, achievement, etc.) causing someone to feel this way




•
 
we have a proud history of innovation.










3.
 
having or showing a high or excessively high opinion of oneself or one's importance




•
 
a proud, arrogant man.










4.
 
having or showing a consciousness of one's own dignity




•
 
I was too proud to go home.










5.
 
imposing; splendid




•
 
bulrushes emerge tall and proud from the middle of the pond.










6.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 slightly projecting from a surface




•
 
when the brake is engaged, the lever does not stand 
proud of

 the horizontal.














II.
 
phrases





do someone proud





a.
 


‹informal›

 act in a way that gives someone cause to feel pleased or satisfied




•
 
they did themselves proud in a game that sent the fans home happy.










b.
 
treat someone very well, typically by lavishly feeding or entertaining them.












III.
 
derivatives





proudness

 
/ˈproudnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
prūt

 , 
prūd

 ‘having a high opinion of one's own worth,’ from Old French 
prud

 ‘valiant,’ based on Latin 
prodesse

 ‘be of value.’ The phrase 
proud flesh

 dates back to late Middle English, but the sense ‘slightly projecting’ is first recorded in British dialect of the 19th cent.





proud flesh






noun




another name for granulation tissue
 .













proudhearted

 
/ˌproudˈhärdəd/






adjective




arrogant.













Proudhon, Pierre Joseph

 
/pro͞oˈdôN/






(1809–65), French social philosopher and journalist. His pamphlet 
What is Property?

 (1840) argues that property, in the sense of the exploitation of one person's labor by another, is theft.









proudly

 
/ˈproudlē/






adverb



1.
 
with a feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction in one's own achievements, qualities, or possessions or those of someone with whom one is closely associated




•
 
she proudly displayed her newest creations




•
 
Ray watched proudly from the sidelines as his son won the singles title.










2.
 
in an imposing manner; splendidly




•
 
the castle stood proudly at one end of the main street.



















Proust, Joseph Louis

 
/pro͞ost/






(1754–1826), French analytical chemist. He proposed the law of constant proportions, demonstrating that any pure sample of a chemical compound (such as an oxide of a metal) always contains the same elements in fixed proportions.









Proust, Marcel






(1871–1922), French novelist, essayist, and critic. He devoted much of his life to writing his novel 
À la recherche du temps perdu

 (1913–27). Its central theme is the recovery of the lost past and the releasing of its creative energies through the stimulation of unconscious memory.









Prov.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 Proverbs.




2.
 


(chiefly Canadian)

 Province or Provincial.




3.
 
Provost.














prove

 
/pro͞ov/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — demonstrate the truth or existence of (something) by evidence or argument




•
 
the concept is difficult to prove




•
 (as 
adj.

 
proven

 )
 
a proven ability to work hard.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — demonstrate by evidence or argument (someone or something) to be




•
 
innocent until proven guilty.










3.
 


[Law]

 establish the genuineness and validity of (a will).




4.
 
(in homeopathy) demonstrate the action of (a remedy) by seeing what effect it produces in a healthy individual.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — be seen or found to be




•
 
the plan has proved a great success.










6.
 
(
prove oneself

 )
 — demonstrate one's abilities or courage




•
 
a new lieutenant, very green and very desperate to prove himself.










7.
 


‹rare›

 test the accuracy of (a mathematical calculation).




8.
 
subject (a gun or other item) to a testing process.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of bread dough) become aerated by the action of yeast; rise.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
provability

 
/ˌpro͞ovəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
provable

 
/ˈpro͞ovəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
provably

 
/ˈpro͞ovəblē /






adverb













4.
 
prover






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
prover

 , from Latin 
probare

 ‘test, approve, demonstrate,’ from 
probus

 ‘good.’ / 
usage:

 For complex historical reasons, 
prove

 developed two past participles: 
proved

 and 
proven

 . Both are correct and can be used more or less interchangeably: this hasn't been 
proved

 yet; this hasn't been 
proven

 yet. 
Proven

 is the more common form when used as an adjective before the noun it modifies: a proven talent (not a proved talent). Otherwise, the choice between proved and proven is not a matter of correctness, but usually of sound and rhythm—and often, consequently, a matter of familiarity, as in the legal idiom innocent until proven guilty.






provenance

 
/ˈprävənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the place of origin or earliest known history of something




•
 
an orange rug of Iranian provenance.










2.
 
the beginning of something's existence; something's origin




•
 
they try to understand the whole universe, its provenance and fate.










3.
 
a record of ownership of a work of art or an antique, used as a guide to authenticity or quality




•
 
the manuscript has a distinguished provenance.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from the verb 
provenir

 ‘come or stem from,’ from Latin 
provenire

 , from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





Provençal

 
/ˌprävänˈsäl ˌprōˌvänˈsäl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting Provence or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Provence.




2.
 
the Romance language of Provence.

Provençal is closely related to French, Italian, and Catalan; it is sometimes called 
langue d'oc

 (or Occitan), though strictly speaking it is one dialect of this. In the 12th–14th centuries it was the language of the troubadours and cultured speakers of southern France, but the spread of the northern dialects of French led to its decline.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
provincialis

 ‘provincial.’





provençale

 
/ˌprävənˈsäl, ˌprō-, prəˈvensəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
denoting a dish cooked in a sauce made with tomatoes, garlic, and olive oil




•
 
chicken provençale.

















– origin

 from French 
à la provençale

 ‘in the Provençal style.’





Provence

 
/prōˈväns/





I.
 
a former province of southeastern France, on the Mediterranean coast, east of the Rhône River. It is now part of the region of Provence–Alpes–Côte d'Azur.







– origin

 from Latin 
provincia

 ‘province,’ a colloquial name for southern Gaul, the first Roman province to be established outside Italy.





Provence–Alpes–Côte d'Azur

 
/prəˈväNs ˌälp ˌkōt däˈZHo͝or/






a mountainous region in southeastern France, on the border with Italy and including the French Riviera.









provender

 
/ˈprävəndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹often humorous›

 food.




2.
 


‹often humorous›

 
‹dated›

 animal fodder.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
provendre

 , based on an alteration of Latin 
praebenda

 ‘things to be supplied’ (see prebend
 ).





provenience

 
/prəˈvinyəns/






noun




another term for provenance
 .













proventriculus

 
/ˌprōvenˈtrikyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the narrow glandular first region of a bird's stomach between the crop and the gizzard.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the thick-walled muscular expansion of the esophagus above the stomach of crustaceans and insects.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + Latin 
ventriculus

 ‘small belly,’ diminutive of 
venter

 , 
ventr-

 ‘belly.’






proverb

 
/ˈprävərb/





I.
 
noun




a short pithy saying in general use, stating a general truth or piece of advice.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
proverbe

 , from Latin 
proverbium

 , from 
pro-

 ‘(put) forth’ + 
verbum

 ‘word.’





proverbial

 
/prəˈvərbēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a word or phrase) referred to in a proverb or idiom




•
 
I'm going to stick out like the proverbial sore thumb.










2.
 
well known, especially so as to be stereotypical




•
 
the Welsh people, whose hospitality is proverbial.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proverbiality

 
/-ˌvərbēˈalətē /






noun













2.
 
proverbially

 
/prəˈvərbēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
proverbialis

 , from 
proverbium

 (see proverb
 ).





Proverbs

 
/ˈprävərbz /

 
Book of Proverbs






a book of the Bible containing maxims attributed mainly to Solomon.










provide

 
/prəˈvīd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make available for use; supply




•
 
these clubs provide a much appreciated service for this area.










2.
 
(
provide someone with

 )
 — equip or supply someone with (something useful or necessary)




•
 
we were provided with a map of the area.










3.
 
present or yield (something useful)




•
 
neither will provide answers to these problems.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
provide for

 )
 — make adequate preparation for (a possible event)




•
 
new qualifications must provide for changes in technology.










5.
 
supply sufficient money to ensure the maintenance of (someone)




•
 
Emma was handsomely provided for in Frank's will.










6.
 
(of a law) enable or allow (something to be done).




7.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — stipulate in a will or other legal document




•
 
the order should be varied to provide that there would be no contact with the father.










8.
 
(
provide someone to

 )
 — 

[Christian Church]

 
‹historical›

 appoint an incumbent to (a benefice).











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘prepare to do, get ready’): from Latin 
providere

 ‘foresee, attend to,’ from 
pro-

 ‘before’ + 
videre

 ‘to see.’





provided

 
/prəˈvīdəd/






conjunction




on the condition or understanding that




•
 
cutting corners was acceptable, provided that you could get away with it.




















providence

 
/ˈprävədəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the protective care of God or of nature as a spiritual power




•
 
they found their trust in divine providence to be a source of comfort.










2.
 
(
Providence

 )
 — God or nature as providing protective or spiritual care




•
 
I live out my life as Providence decrees.










3.
 
timely preparation for future eventualities




•
 
it was considered a duty to encourage providence.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
providentia

 , from 
providere

 ‘foresee, attend to’ (see provide
 ).





Providence

 
/ˈprävəˌdens, -dəns/






the capital of Rhode Island, a port near the mouth of the Providence River, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 171,557 (est. 2008). It was founded in 1636 by 
Roger Williams

 (1604–83) as a haven for religious dissenters.









Providence Plantations






the mainland portion of the state of Rhode Island.










provident

 
/ˈprävədənt/





I.
 
adjective




making or indicative of timely preparation for the future




•
 
she had learned to be provident.














II.
 
derivatives





providently

 
/ˈprävəˌden(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
provident-

 ‘foreseeing, attending to,’ from the verb 
providere

 (see provide
 ).





providential

 
/ˌprävəˈden(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring at a favorable time; opportune




•
 
thanks to that providential snowstorm, the attack had been repulsed.










2.
 
involving divine foresight or intervention




•
 
God's providential care for each of us.














II.
 
derivatives





providentially

 
/ˌprävəˈden(t)SHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from providence
 , on the pattern of 
evidential

 .





provider

 
/prəˈvīdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that provides something




•
 
a leading provider of personal financial services.










2.
 
a breadwinner.













providing

 
/prəˈvīdiNG/






conjunction




on the condition or understanding that




•
 
we have the team that can win the championship, providing we avoid bad injuries.




















province

 
/ˈprävəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a principal administrative division of certain countries or empires




•
 
Chengdu, capital of Sichuan province.










2.
 
(
the provinces

 )
 — the whole of a country outside the capital, especially when regarded as lacking in sophistication or culture




•
 
I made my way home to the dreary provinces by train.










3.
 


[Christian Church]

 a district under an archbishop or a metropolitan.




4.
 


[Roman History]

 a territory outside Italy under a Roman governor.




5.
 
(
one's province

 )
 — an area of special knowledge, interest, or responsibility




•
 
she knew little about wine—that had been her father's province.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
provincia

 ‘charge, province,’ of uncertain ultimate origin.





Provincetown

 
/ˈprävinsˌtoun/






a port town in southeastern Massachusetts, a noted resort and artists' community at the northern tip of Cape Cod; pop. 3,376 (est. 2008).









provincial

 
/prəˈvin(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning a province of a country or empire




•
 
provincial elections.










2.
 
of or concerning the regions outside the capital city of a country, especially when regarded as unsophisticated or narrow-minded




•
 
scenes of violence were reported in provincial towns




•
 
the whole exhibition struck one as being very provincial.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an inhabitant of a province of a country or empire.




2.
 
(
provincials

 )
 — (in Canada) athletic contests held between teams representing the country's administrative divisions.




3.
 
an inhabitant of the regions outside the capital city of a country, especially when regarded as unsophisticated or narrow-minded.




4.
 


[Christian Church]

 the head or chief of a province or of a religious order in a province.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
provinciality

 
/prəˌvinSHēˈalətē /






noun













2.
 
provincialization

 
/prəˌvinSHələˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
provincially

 
/prəˈvin(t)SHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
provincialis

 ‘belonging to a province’ (see province
 ).





provincialism

 
/prəˈvin(t)SHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way of life or mode of thought characteristic of the regions outside the capital city of a country, especially when regarded as unsophisticated or narrow-minded.




2.
 
narrow-mindedness, insularity, or lack of sophistication




•
 
the myopic provincialism of women's studies.










3.
 
concern for one's own area or region at the expense of national or supranational unity.




4.
 
a word or phrase peculiar to a local area.




5.
 
the degree to which plant or animal communities are restricted to particular areas.








II.
 
derivatives





provincialist






noun, adjective





















proving

 
/ˈpro͞oviNG/






noun




(in homeopathy) the testing of a remedy




•
 
Many such provings are required to fully test the powers of a medicinal substance.



















proving ground

 
/ˈpro͞oviNG ˌɡround/






noun



1.
 
an environment that serves to demonstrate whether something, such as a theory or product, really works




•
 
Bay County is the proving ground for a new gutter-cleaning vacuum.










2.
 
a military facility for the testing of materiel and equipment




•
 
Aberdeen Proving Ground.



















provirus

 
/prōˈvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 the genetic material of a virus as incorporated into, and able to replicate with, the genome of a host cell.








II.
 
derivatives





proviral

 
/-rəl /






adjective






















provision

 
/prəˈviZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of providing or supplying something for use




•
 
new contracts for the provision of services.










2.
 
(
provision for/against

 )
 — financial or other arrangements for future eventualities or requirements




•
 
farmers have been slow to 
make provision for

 their retirement.










3.
 
an amount set aside out of profits in the accounts of an organization for a known liability, especially a bad debt or the diminution in value of an asset.




4.
 
an amount or thing supplied or provided




•
 
low levels of social provision.










5.
 
(
provisions

 )
 — supplies of food, drink, or equipment, especially for a journey.




6.
 
a condition or requirement in a legal document




•
 
a key provision in civil rights law




•
 
an appraisal 
under the provisions of

 the National Housing Act.










7.
 


[Christian Church]

 
‹historical›

 an appointment to a benefice, especially directly by the pope rather than by the patron, and originally before it became vacant.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — supply with food, drink, or equipment, especially for a journey




•
 
civilian contractors were responsible for provisioning these armies.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — set aside an amount in an organization's accounts for a known liability




•
 
financial institutions have to 
provision against

 loan losses.














III.
 
derivatives





provisioner

 
/prəˈviZH(ə)nər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘foresight’): via Old French from Latin 
provisio(n-)

 , from 
providere

 ‘foresee, attend to’ (see provide
 ). The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





provisional

 
/prəˈviZHənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arranged or existing for the present, possibly to be changed later




•
 
a provisional government




•
 
a provisional construction permit.










2.
 
(of a postage stamp) put into circulation temporarily, usually owing to the unavailability of the definitive issue.




3.
 
(
Provisional

 ) [
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to the unofficial wings of the Irish Republican Army and Sinn Fein established in 1969 and advocating terrorism.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a provisional postage stamp.




2.
 
(
Provisional

 )
 — a member of the Provisional wings of the Irish Republican Army or Sinn Fein.








III.
 
derivatives





provisionality

 
/prəˌviZHəˈnalətē /






noun





















provisionally

 
/prəˈviZH(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb




subject to further confirmation; for the time being




•
 
the institute has provisionally approved the study.



















proviso

 
/prəˈvīzō/





I.
 
noun




a condition attached to an agreement




•
 
he left his unborn grandchild a trust fund 
with the proviso that

 he be named after the old man.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the medieval Latin phrase 
proviso (quod

 ) ‘it being provided (that),’ from Latin 
providere

 ‘foresee, provide.’





provisor

 
/prəˈvīzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a deputy of a bishop or archbishop.




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 
‹historical›

 the holder of a provision.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
provisour

 , from Latin 
provisor

 , from 
provis-

 ‘provided’ (see provision
 ).





provisory

 
/prəˈvīz(ə)rē prōˈvīz(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 subject to a proviso; conditional.




2.
 
another term for provisional
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
provisoire

 or medieval Latin 
provisorius

 , from 
provis-

 ‘foreseen, attended to,’ from the verb 
providere

 (see provide
 ).





provitamin

 
/prōˈvīdəmən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that is converted into a vitamin within an organism.













Provo1


 
/ˈprōvō/






an industrial and commercial city in north central Utah, south of Salt Lake City, home to Brigham Young University; pop. 118,581 (est. 2008).









Provo2


 
/ˈprōvō/






noun




informal term for provisional
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













provocation

 
/ˌprävəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
action or speech that makes someone annoyed or angry, especially deliberately




•
 
you should remain calm and not respond to provocation




•
 
he burst into tears 
at the slightest provocation

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 action or speech held to be likely to prompt physical retaliation




•
 
the assault had taken place 
under provocation

 .










3.
 


[Medicine]

 testing to elicit a particular response or reflex




•
 
twenty patients had a high increase of serum gastrin after provocation with secretin.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
provocatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
provocare

 (see provoke
 ).





provocative

 
/prəˈväkədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing annoyance, anger, or another strong reaction, especially deliberately




•
 
a provocative article




•
 
his provocative remarks on race.










2.
 
arousing sexual desire or interest, especially deliberately.








II.
 
derivatives





provocativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
provocatif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
provocativus

 , from 
provocat-

 ‘called forth, challenged,’ from the verb 
provocare

 (see provoke
 ).





provocatively

 
/prəˈväkədivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes anger or another strong reaction, especially deliberately




•
 
she argued provocatively that business owners should put profit before passion




•
 
a column provocatively titled "Greed is bad.”










2.
 
in a manner intended to arouse sexual desire or interest




•
 
you don't need to dress provocatively to attract attention




•
 
they dance provocatively in skimpy clothes.




















provoke

 
/prəˈvōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stimulate or give rise to (a reaction or emotion, typically a strong or unwelcome one) in someone




•
 
the decision provoked a storm of protest from civil rights organizations.










2.
 
stimulate or incite (someone) to do or feel something, especially by arousing anger in them




•
 
a teacher can 
provoke

 you 
into

 working harder.










3.
 
deliberately make (someone) annoyed or angry




•
 
Rachel refused to be provoked.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
provokable






adjective













2.
 
provoker

 
/prəˈvōkər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘invoke, summon’): from Old French 
provoquer

 , from Latin 
provocare

 ‘challenge,’ from 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





provoking

 
/prōˈvōkiNG prəˈvōkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing annoyance; irritating




•
 
there is evidence of provoking conduct and loss of self-control.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — giving rise to the specified reaction or emotion




•
 
fear-provoking




•
 
laughter-provoking.














II.
 
derivatives





provokingly

 
/prəˈvōkiNGlē /






adverb





















provolone

 
/ˌprōvəˈlōnē/





I.
 
noun




an Italian soft smoked cheese made from cow's milk and having a mellow flavor.











– origin

 Italian, from 
provola

 ‘buffalo-milk cheese.’





provost

 
/ˈprōˌvōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a senior administrative officer in certain colleges and universities.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the head of certain university colleges, especially at Oxford or Cambridge, and public schools.




3.
 
the head of a chapter in a cathedral.




4.
 
the Protestant minister of the principal church of a town or district in Germany and certain other European countries.




5.
 


‹historical›

 the head of a Christian community.

[translating German 
Propst

 , Dutch 
proost

 , etc.]




6.
 
short for provost marshal
 .




7.
 
Scottish term for mayor
 .




8.
 


‹historical›

 the chief magistrate of a French or other European town.








II.
 
derivatives





provostship

 
/ˈprōˌvōstˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
profost

 ‘head of a chapter, prior,’ reinforced in Middle English by Anglo-Norman French 
provost

 , from medieval Latin 
propositus

 , synonym of Latin 
praepositus

 ‘head, chief.’





provost guard






noun






(US)

 a detachment of soldiers acting as military police under the command of a provost marshal.














provost marshal

 
/ˈprōˌvōst ˈprōvəst ˈmärSHəl/






noun




the head of military police in camp or on active service.













prow

 
/prou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the portion of a ship's bow above water.




2.
 
the pointed or projecting front part of something such as a car or building.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
proue

 , from Provençal 
proa

 , probably via Latin from Greek 
prōira

 , from a base meaning ‘in front.’





prowess

 
/ˈprouəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
skill or expertise in a particular activity or field




•
 
his prowess as a fisherman.










2.
 
bravery in battle.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
proesce

 , from 
prou

 ‘valiant.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





prowl

 
/proul/





I.
 
verb




(of a person or animal) move around restlessly and stealthily, especially in search of or as if in search of prey


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
black bears prowl the canyons




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
committee members prowling around the offices at night with flashlights.














II.
 
noun




an act of prowling




•
 
I met her once on one of my off-duty bookstore prowls.














III.
 
phrases





on the prowl






(of a person or animal) moving around in search or as if in search of prey.















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





prowl car

 
/ˈprou(wə)l kär/






noun






(US)

 a police squad car.













prowler

 
/ˈproulər/






noun




a person who moves stealthily around or loiters near a place with a view to committing a crime, especially burglary.













prox.






abbreviation




proximo.













prox. acc.






abbreviation




proxime accessit.













proxemics

 
/präkˈsēmiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of knowledge that deals with the amount of space that people feel it necessary to set between themselves and others.








II.
 
derivatives





proxemic






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from proximity
 , on the pattern of words such as 
phonemics

 .





Proxima Centauri

 
/ˌpräksəmə ˌsenˈtôrē, ˌpräksəmə ˌsenˈtôrˌī /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a faint red dwarf star associated with the bright binary star Alpha Centauri. It is the closest known star to the solar system (distance 4.24 light years).







– origin

 Latin, ‘nearest (star) of Centaurus.’






proximal

 
/ˈpräksəməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 situated nearer to the center of the body or the point of attachment




•
 
the proximal end of the forearm.







The opposite of distal
 .




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Geology]

 relating to or denoting an area close to a center of a geological process such as sedimentation or volcanism.

Often contrasted with distal
 .








II.
 
derivatives





proximally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a term in anatomy and zoology): from Latin 
proximus

 ‘nearest’ + -al
 . In geology, usage dates from the 1940s.





proximate

 
/ˈpräksəmət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a cause of something) closest in relationship; immediate




•
 
that storm was the proximate cause of damage to it.










2.
 
closest in space or time




•
 
the failure of the proximate military power to lend assistance.










3.
 
nearly accurate; approximate




•
 
he would try to change her speech into proximate ladylikeness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
proximately

 
/ˈpräksəmətlē /






adverb













2.
 
proximation

 
/ˌpräksəˈmāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
proximatus

 ‘drawn near,’ past participle of 
proximare

 , from 
proximus

 ‘nearest.’






proximity

 
/präkˈsimədē/





I.
 
noun




nearness in space, time, or relationship




•
 
do not operate microphones in close proximity to television sets.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
proximité

 , from Latin 
proximitas

 , from 
proximus

 ‘nearest.’





proximity fuse

 
/präkˈsimədē fyo͞oz/






noun




an electronic detonator that causes a projectile to explode when it comes within a preset distance of its target.














proximo

 
/ˈpräksəˌmō/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 of next month




•
 
he must be in San Francisco on 1st proximo.







Compare with instant
 , ultimo
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
proximo mense

 ‘in the next month.’





proxy

 
/ˈpräksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the authority to represent someone else, especially in voting




•
 
they may register to vote 
by proxy

 .










2.
 
a person authorized to act on behalf of another.




3.
 
a document authorizing a person to vote on another's behalf.




4.
 
a figure that can be used to represent the value of something in a calculation




•
 
the use of a US wealth measure as a 
proxy for

 the true worldwide measure.

















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of procuracy
 .





proxy fight






noun






[Business]

 a competitive struggle between two corporate factions for the proxy votes from shareholders needed to control a corporation




•
 
only a rival stockholder willing to engage in a proxy fight could unseat him.



















proxy vote





I.
 
noun




a vote cast by one person as a representative of another




•
 
the firm may call off the shareholder meeting if the proxy votes indicate that it has not received enough support.














II.
 
derivatives





proxy voting






noun





















proxy war






noun




a war instigated by a major power that does not itself become involved.














Prozac

 
/ˈprōˌzak/





I.
 
noun




trademark for fluoxetine
 .











– origin

 1980s: an invented name.





prozone

 
/ˈprōzōn/





I.
 
noun






[Immunology]

 (in testing for antigens) the range of relative quantities of precipitin (or agglutinin) and antigen within which any precipitation (or agglutination) is inhibited by the predominance of one component.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from pro-
 2
 ‘before’ + 
(agglutination) zone

 .





PRS






abbreviation



1.
 
Performing Rights Society.




2.
 
(in the UK) President of the Royal Society.













prude

 
/pro͞od/





I.
 
noun




a person who is or claims to be easily shocked by matters relating to sex or nudity.








II.
 
derivatives





prudery

 
/ˈpro͞od(ə)rē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, back-formation from 
prudefemme

 , feminine of 
prud'homme

 ‘good man and true,’ from 
prou

 ‘worthy.’





prudence

 
/ˈpro͞odns/






noun




the quality of being prudent; cautiousness




•
 
we need to 
exercise prudence

 in such important matters.




















prudent

 
/ˈpro͞odnt/





I.
 
adjective




acting with or showing care and thought for the future




•
 
no prudent money manager would authorize a loan without first knowing its purpose.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
prudent-

 , contraction of 
provident-

 ‘foreseeing, attending to’ (see provident
 ).





prudential

 
/pro͞oˈden(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective




involving or showing care and forethought, typically in business.








II.
 
derivatives





prudentially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from prudent
 , on the pattern of words such as 
evidential

 .





prudently

 
/ˈpro͞od(ə)ntlē/






adverb




in a way that shows care and thought for the future




•
 
we must act prudently to safeguard jobs




•
 
a country that has prudently managed its finances.



















Prudhoe Bay

 
/ˌpro͞od(h)ō ˈbā/






an inlet of the Arctic Ocean, on the northern coast of Alaska. It is a major center of Alaskan oil production.









prudish

 
/ˈpro͞odiSH/





I.
 
adjective




having or revealing a tendency to be easily shocked by matters relating to sex or nudity; excessively concerned with sexual propriety




•
 
the prudish moral climate of the late 19th century.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prudishly

 
/ˈpro͞odiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
prudishness

 
/ˈpro͞odiSHnəs /






noun





















pruinose

 
/ˈpro͞oəˌnōs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 (of a surface, such as that of a grape) covered with white powdery granules; frosted in appearance.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
pruinosus

 , from 
pruina

 ‘hoarfrost.’






prune1


 
/pro͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plum preserved by drying, having a black, wrinkled appearance.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant or disagreeable person




•
 
he was a good leader, but a miserable old prune.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
prou(m)non

 ‘plum.’





prune2


 
/pro͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trim (a tree, shrub, or bush) by cutting away dead or overgrown branches or stems, especially to increase fruitfulness and growth.




2.
 
cut away (a branch or stem)




•
 


prune back

 the branches.










3.
 
reduce the extent of (something) by removing superfluous or unwanted parts




•
 
reduction achieved by working harder or pruning costs.










4.
 
remove (superfluous or unwanted parts) from something




•
 
Elliot deliberately 
pruned away

 details.














II.
 
derivatives





pruner

 
/ˈpro͞onər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘abbreviate’): from Old French 
pro(o)ignier

 , possibly based on Latin 
rotundus

 ‘round.’





prunella1


 
/pro͞oˈnelə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes self-heal. Several kinds are cultivated as ground cover and rock garden plants.

[Genus 
Prunella

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, literally ‘quinsy,’ in medieval Latin 
brunella

 , diminutive of 
brunus

 ‘brown,’ denoting a disease causing a brown coating on the tongue. Self-heal was a reputed cure for the disease.





prunella2


 
/pro͞oˈnelə/





I.
 
noun




a strong silk or worsted twill fabric used formerly for legal robes and the uppers of women's shoes.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from French 
prunelle

 ‘sloe’ (because of its dark color).





pruning hook






noun




a cutting tool used for pruning, consisting of a hooked blade on a long handle.













pruning knife






noun




a knife specifically designed for pruning, typically having a sharp, slightly curved blade and a hooked end.













prunus

 
/ˈpro͞onəs/





I.
 
noun




a tree or shrub of a large genus that includes many varieties grown for their spring blossom (cherry and almond) or for their fruit (plum, peach, and apricot).

[Genus 
Prunus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘plum tree.’





prurient

 
/ˈpro͝orēənt/





I.
 
adjective




having or encouraging an excessive interest in sexual matters




•
 
she'd been the subject of much prurient curiosity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
prurience

 
/ˈpro͝orēəns /






noun













2.
 
pruriency






noun













3.
 
pruriently

 
/ˈpro͝orēən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘having a mental itching’): from Latin 
prurient-

 ‘itching, longing’ and ‘being wanton,’ from the verb 
prurire

 .






prurigo

 
/pro͝oˈrīɡō pro͝oˈrēɡō/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic skin disease causing severe itching.








II.
 
derivatives





pruriginous

 
/pro͝oˈrijənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
prurire

 ‘to itch.’






pruritus

 
/pro͝oˈrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 severe itching of the skin, as a symptom of various ailments.








II.
 
derivatives





pruritic

 
/-ˈritik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘itching’ (see prurigo
 ).





prusik

 
/ˈprəsik /

 

‹Climbing›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a method of ascending or descending a rope by means of two loops, each attached to it by a special knot tightening when weight is applied and slackening when it is removed, enabling the loop to be moved along the rope.




2.
 
(also 
prusik knot

 )
 — a sliding knot that locks under pressure, enabling a person to climb in this way.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
prusiking

 )


1.
 
climb using the prusik method.











– origin

 1930s: from the name of Karl 
Prusik

 , the Austrian mountaineer who devised this method of climbing.





Prussia

 
/ˈprəSHə/






a former kingdom of Germany. Originally a small country on the southeastern shores of the Baltic Sea, it became a major European power, covering much of modern northeastern Germany and Poland, under Frederick the Great. After the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–71, it became the center of Bismarck's new German Empire, but was abolished following Germany's defeat in World War I.









Prussian

 
/ˈprəSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the former kingdom of Prussia




•
 
her eldest daughter was married to the Prussian Crown Prince.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Prussia




•
 
a general advance pushed the Prussians from the field.



















Prussian blue

 
/ˌprəSH(ə)n ˈblo͞o/






noun



1.
 
a deep blue pigment used in painting and dyeing, made from or in imitation of ferric ferrocyanide.




2.
 
the deep blue color of Prussian blue pigment.













prussic acid

 
/ˌprəsik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for hydrocyanic acid
 .








II.
 
derivatives





prussiate

 
/ˈprəsēət ˈprəSHēət ˈprəsēˌāt ˈprəSHēˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
prussic

 from French 
prussique

 ‘relating to Prussian blue.’





Prut

 
/pro͞ot /

 
Pruth






a river in southeastern Europe that rises in the Carpathian Mountains in southern Ukraine and flows southeast for 530 miles (850 km) to join the Danube River near Galaţi in Romania. For much of its course it forms the border between Romania and Moldova.









pry1


 
/prī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inquire too closely into a person's private affairs




•
 
I'm sick of you 
prying into

 my personal life.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘peer inquisitively’): of unknown origin.






pry2


 
/prī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 use force in order to move or open (something) or to separate (something) from something else




•
 
using a screwdriver, he pried open the window.










2.
 
(
pry something out of/from

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 obtain something from (someone) with effort or difficulty




•
 
I got the loan, though I had to pry it out of him.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the verb prize
 2
 , interpreted as 
pries

 , third person singular of the present tense.





pry bar

 
/prī bär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small, flattish iron bar used in the same way as a crowbar.













prying

 
/ˈprīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




excessively interested in a person's private affairs; too inquisitive




•
 
she felt there was no place where she could escape from the prying eyes.




•
 
a certain kind of prying journalism.














II.
 
derivatives





pryingly

 
/ˈprīiNGlē /






adverb





















Przewalski's horse

 
/ˌpərZHəˌvälskēz ˈhôrs/





I.
 
noun




a stocky wild Mongolian horse with a dun-colored coat and a dark brown erect mane, now extinct in the wild. It is the only true wild horse, and is the ancestor of the domestic horse.

[
Equus ferus

 , family 
Equidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Nikolai M. 
Przheval'sky

 (1839–88), Russian explorer.





ps






abbreviation




picosecond(s).













PS

 
/ˌpē ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 
passenger steamer.




2.
 
permanent secretary.




3.
 
police sergeant.




4.
 
postscript.




5.
 
private secretary.




6.
 
Privy Seal.




7.
 


[Theater]

 prompt side.




8.
 
Public School.













Ps.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Psalm or Psalms.













PSA






abbreviation




public service announcement.














psalm

 
/sä(l)m /

 
Psalm





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sacred song or hymn, in particular any of those contained in the biblical Book of Psalms and used in Christian and Jewish worship




•
 
a delightful setting of Psalm 150.










2.
 
(
the Psalms

 or 
the Book of Psalms

 )
 — a book of the Bible comprising a collection of religious verses, sung or recited in both Jewish and Christian worship. Many are traditionally ascribed to King David.








II.
 
derivatives





psalmic

 
/ˈsä(l)mik /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
(p)sealm

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
psalmos

 ‘song sung to harp music,’ from 
psallein

 ‘to pluck.’





psalmbook

 
/ˈsälmbo͝ok/






noun




a book containing psalms, especially with metrical settings for worship.













psalmist

 
/ˈsä(l)məst/





I.
 
noun




the author or composer of a psalm, especially of any of the biblical Psalms.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
psalmista

 , from 
psalmus

 ‘song sung to harp music’ (see psalm
 ).





psalmody

 
/ˈsä(l)mədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the singing of psalms or similar sacred canticles, especially in public worship.




2.
 
psalms arranged for singing




•
 
these books offer a useful collection of psalmody.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psalmodic

 
/sä(l)ˈmädik /






adjective













2.
 
psalmodist

 
/ˈsä(l)mədəst /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
psalmōidia

 ‘singing to a harp,’ from 
psalmos

 (see psalm
 ) + 
ōidē

 ‘song.’






psalter

 
/ˈsôltər/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the psalter

 or 
the Psalter

 )


1.
 
the Book of Psalms.




2.
 
a copy of the biblical Psalms, especially for liturgical use.











– origin

 Old English 
(p)saltere

 , via Latin 
psalterium

 from Greek 
psaltērion

 ‘stringed instrument.’






psalterium

 
/ˌsôlˈtirēəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for omasum
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘psalter’ (see psalter
 ), because of its many folds of tissue, resembling pages of a book.





psaltery

 
/ˈsôltərē/





I.
 
noun




an ancient and medieval musical instrument like a dulcimer but played by plucking the strings with the fingers or a plectrum.











– origin

 Middle English 
sautrie

 , from Old French 
sauterie

 , from Latin 
psalterium

 (see psalter
 ).





PSAT






abbreviation




Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test.













PSBR






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 public-sector borrowing requirement.













psec.

 
ps






abbreviation




picosecond; picoseconds.













psephology

 
/sēˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the statistical study of elections and trends in voting.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psephological

 
/ˌsēfəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
psephologically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
psephologist

 
/sēˈfäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
psēphos

 ‘pebble, vote’ (from the ancient Greeks' practice of using pebbles to cast votes) + -logy
 .





pseud

 
/so͞od /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




intellectually or socially pretentious.








II.
 
noun




a pretentious person; a poseur.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of pseudo
 .





pseud.






abbreviation




pseudonym.













pseud-






combining form




variant spelling of pseudo-
 reduced before a vowel (as in 
pseudepigrapha

 ).













pseudepigrapha

 
/ˌso͞odəˈpiɡrəfə/





I.
 
plural noun




spurious or pseudonymous writings, especially Jewish writings ascribed to various biblical patriarchs and prophets but composed within approximately 200 years of the birth of Jesus Christ.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pseudepigraphal






adjective













2.
 
pseudepigraphic

 
/ˌso͞odˌepiˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: neuter plural of Greek 
pseudepigraphos

 ‘with false title’ (see pseudo-
 , epigraph
 ).






pseudo

 
/ˈso͞odō/





I.
 
adjective




not genuine; sham




•
 
we are talking about real journalists and not the pseudo kind.

















– origin

 late Middle English: independent use of pseudo-
 .






pseudo-

 
/ˈso͞odō /

 
pseud-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
supposed or purporting to be but not really so; false; not genuine




•
 
pseudonym




•
 
pseudoscience.










2.
 
resembling or imitating




•
 
pseudohallucination




•
 
pseudo-French.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pseudēs

 ‘false,’ 
pseudos

 ‘falsehood.’





pseudobulb

 
/ˈso͞odōˌbəlb/






noun






[Botany]

 a bulblike enlargement of the stem in many orchids, especially tropical and epiphytic ones.














pseudocarp

 
/ˈso͞odōˌkärp/





I.
 
noun




technical term for false fruit
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pseudo-
 ‘false’ + Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit.’





pseudocholinesterase

 
/ˌso͞odōˌkōləˈnestəˌrās, -rāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme present in the blood and certain organs that hydrolyzes acetylcholine more slowly than acetylcholinesterase.













pseudoclassical

 
/ˌso͞odōˈklasikəl/






adjective




having a false or spurious classical style




•
 
a pretentious pseudoclassical building.



















pseudo-cleft

 
/ˈso͞odōˌkleft /

 

‹Grammar›







noun




a sentence that resembles a cleft sentence by conveying emphasis or politeness through the use of a relative clause, such as 
what we want is

 representing 
we want

 .














pseudocode

 
/ˈso͞odōˌkōd/






noun






[Computing]

 a notation resembling a simplified programming language, used in program design.













pseudocopulation

 
/ˌso͞odōˌkäpyəˈlāSHən/






noun






[Biology]

 attempted copulation by a male insect with a flower (especially an orchid) that resembles the female, carrying pollen to it in the process.













pseudocyesis

 
/ˌso͞odōsīˈēsis/





I.
 
noun




technical term for false pregnancy
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pseudo-
 ‘false’ + Greek 
kuēsis

 ‘conception.’





pseudocyst

 
/ˈso͞odōˌsist/






noun






[Medicine]

 a fluid-filled cavity resembling a cyst but lacking a wall or lining.













Pseudo-Dionysius

 
/ˌso͞odōˌdīəˈnisēəs/






(6th century 
AD

 ), the unidentified author of important theological works formerly attributed to Dionysius the Areopagite.









pseudoephedrine

 
/ˌso͞odōˈefədrēn/






noun




a drug obtained from plants of the genus 
Ephedra

 (or prepared synthetically) and used as a nasal decongestant.













pseudo-event

 
/ˈso͞odōēˌvent/






noun






‹informal›

 an event arranged or brought about merely for the sake of the publicity or entertainment value it generates




•
 
since real cultural events do not always occur on schedule, we invent pseudo-events for tour operators.



















pseudoextinction

 
/ˌso͞odōikˈstiNG(k)SH(ə)n/






noun






[Paleontology]

 the apparent extinction of a group of organisms with the survival of modified descendant forms.













pseudogene

 
/ˈso͞odōˌjēn/






noun






[Genetics]

 a section of a chromosome that is an imperfect copy of a functional gene.













pseudohermaphroditism

 
/ˌso͞odōhərˈmafrədīˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the condition in which an individual of one sex has external genitalia superficially resembling those of the other sex.








II.
 
derivatives





pseudohermaphrodite

 
/-ˈmafrəˌdīt /






noun





















pseudomembrane

 
/ˌso͞odōˈmemˌbrān/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a layer of exudate resembling a membrane, formed on the surface of the skin or of a mucous membrane, especially the conjunctiva.








II.
 
derivatives





pseudomembranous

 
/-ˈmembrənəs /






adjective





















pseudomonas

 
/ˌso͞odōˈmōnəs/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 a bacterium of a genus that occurs in soil and detritus, including a number that are pathogens of plants or animals.

[Genus 
Pseudomonas

 ; aerobic Gram-negative bacteria.]








II.
 
derivatives





pseudomonad

 
/-ˈmōˌnad /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin, from pseudo-
 ‘false’ + 
monas

 ‘monad.’





pseudomorph

 
/ˈso͞odəˌmôrf /

 

‹Crystallography›






I.
 
noun




a crystal consisting of one mineral but having the form of another which it has replaced.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
replace (another substance) to form a pseudomorph.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pseudomorphic

 
/ˌso͞odōˈmôrfik /






adjective













2.
 
pseudomorphism

 
/ˌso͞odōˈmôrˌfizəm /






noun













3.
 
pseudomorphous

 
/ˌso͞odōˈmôrfəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pseudo-
 ‘false’ + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form.’





pseudonym

 
/ˈso͞odnim/





I.
 
noun




a fictitious name, especially one used by an author.








II.
 
derivatives





pseudonymity

 
/ˌso͞odnˈimətē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
pseudonyme

 , from Greek 
pseudōnymos

 , from 
pseudēs

 ‘false’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





pseudonymous

 
/so͞oˈdänəməs/





I.
 
adjective




writing or written under a false name




•
 
the pseudonymous author of this mystery.














II.
 
derivatives





pseudonymously

 
/so͞oˈdänəməslē /






adverb





















pseudopod

 
/ˈso͞odəˌpäd/






noun




another term for pseudopodium
 .














pseudopodium

 
/ˌso͞odəˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a temporary protrusion of the surface of an amoeboid cell for movement and feeding.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from pseudo-
 + podium
 .





pseudopregnancy

 
/ˌso͞odōˈpreɡnənsē/





I.
 
noun




another term for false pregnancy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pseudopregnant

 
/-ˈpreɡnənt /






adjective





















pseudorabies

 
/ˌso͞odōˈrābēz/






noun






[Veterinary Medicine]

 an infectious herpesvirus disease of the central nervous system in domestic animals that causes convulsions and intense itching and is usually fatal.













pseudorandom

 
/ˌso͞odōˈrandəm/





I.
 
adjective




(of a number, a sequence of numbers, or any digital data) satisfying one or more statistical tests for randomness but produced by a definite mathematical procedure.








II.
 
derivatives





pseudorandomly






adverb





















pseudoscience

 
/ˌso͞odōˈsīəns/





I.
 
noun




a collection of beliefs or practices mistakenly regarded as being based on scientific method.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pseudoscientific

 
/ˌso͞odōˌsīənˈtifik /






adjective













2.
 
pseudoscientist

 
/-ˈsīəntist /






noun






















pseudoscorpion

 
/ˌso͞odōˈskôrpēən/






noun




a minute arachnid that has pincers but no long abdomen or sting, occurring abundantly in leaf litter.

Also called false scorpion
 . [Order 
Pseudoscorpiones

 .]













pseudouridine

 
/ˌso͞odōˈyo͝orədēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a nucleoside present in transfer RNA and differing from uridine in having the sugar residue attached at a carbon atom instead of nitrogen.













pshaw

 
/(p)SHô/





I.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 an expression of contempt or impatience




•
 
“Poison? Pshaw! The very idea!”














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 say ‘pshaw’




•
 
when I suggested that free trade might dilute Canadian culture, he pshawed.

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the late 17th cent.






psi

 
/(p)sī/






noun



1.
 
the twenty-third letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ψ

 , 
ψ

 ), transliterated as ‘ps.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Psi

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the twenty-third star in a constellation




•
 
Psi Aquarii.










3.
 
supposed parapsychological or psychic faculties or phenomena




•
 
he turns to anecdotal evidence to prove that psi exists.



















p.s.i.






abbreviation




pounds per square inch.













psilocybin

 
/ˌsīlōˈsībən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a hallucinogenic alkaloid, found in some toadstools.











– origin

 1950s: from modern Latin 
Psilocybe

 (genus name), from Greek 
psilos

 ‘bald’ + 
kubē

 ‘head.’





psionic

 
/sīˈänik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the practical use of psychic powers or paranormal phenomena




•
 
psionic communication.














II.
 
derivatives





psionically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1950s: from psi
 , on the pattern of 
electronic

 .





psittacine

 
/ˈsidəˌsīn/





I.
 
adjective






[Ornithology]

 of, relating to, or denoting birds of the parrot family




•
 
psittacine beak and feather disease.














II.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a bird of the parrot family.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
psittacinus

 ‘of a parrot,’ from 
psittacus

 , from Greek 
psittakos

 ‘parrot.’





psittacosaurus

 
/ˌsidəkōˈsôrəs/





I.
 
noun




a partly bipedal herbivorous dinosaur of the mid Cretaceous period, having a parrotlike beak and probably ancestral to other ceratopsians.

[Genus 
Psittacosaurus

 , infraorder 
Ceratopsia

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
psittakos

 ‘parrot’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’






psittacosis

 
/ˌsidəˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a contagious disease of birds, caused by chlamydiae and transmissible (especially from parrots) to human beings as a form of pneumonia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
psittacus

 ‘parrot’ + -osis
 .





psoas

 
/ˈsōəs /

 
psoas major





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of large muscles that run from the lumbar spine through the groin on either side and, with the iliacus, flex the hip. A second muscle, the 
psoas minor

 , has a similar action but is often absent.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek, accusative plural of 
psoa

 , interpreted as singular.





psocid

 
/ˈsōsəd/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a small or minute insect of an order that includes the booklice. Many psocids are wingless and somewhat resemble lice or aphids, and most live on bark and among foliage.

[Order 
Psocoptera

 : many families, including the large family 
Psocidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Psocidae

 (plural), from 
Psocus

 (genus name), from Greek 
psōkhein

 ‘to grind.’





Psocoptera

 
/sōˈkäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the booklice and other psocids.




II.
 
derivatives





psocopteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
Psocus

 (genus name) + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





psoralen

 
/ˈsôrələn, -ˌlen/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound present in certain plants that is used in perfumery and (in combination with ultraviolet light) to treat psoriasis and other skin disorders.

[A tricyclic lactone; chem. formula: C11
 H6
 O3
 .]











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Psorolea

 (former genus name), from Greek 
psōraleos

 ‘itchy’ (from 
psōra

 ‘itch’) + the suffix 
-en

 (compare with -ene
 ).





psoriasis

 
/səˈrīəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a skin disease marked by red, itchy, scaly patches.








II.
 
derivatives





psoriatic

 
/ˌsôrēˈatik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
psōriasis

 , from 
psōrian

 ‘have an itch,’ (from 
psōra

 ‘itch’) + -asis
 .





psst

 
/pst/





I.
 
exclamation




used to attract someone's attention surreptitiously




•
 
Psst! Want to know a secret?

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





PST

 
/ˈˌpē ˈˌes ˈtē/






abbreviation




Pacific Standard Time (see Pacific time
 ).













PSV






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 public service vehicle.














psych

 
/sīk /

 
psyche





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 mentally prepare (someone) for a testing task or occasion




•
 
we had to 
psych

 ourselves 
up

 for the race.










2.
 
(usu. 
psyche

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 make a psychic bid.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for psychiatrist
 or psychologist
 .




2.
 
short for psychiatry
 or psychology
 .




3.
 
(usu. 
psyche

 )
 — 

[Bridge]

 a psychic bid.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 short for psychiatric
 .




2.
 
short for psychedelic
 :




•
 
a rare old psych album.














IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
psych someone out

 

‹informal›







intimidate an opponent or rival by appearing confident or aggressive




•
 
guys who try to lift heavy weights in a mistaken attempt to psych out the other guys.















2.
 
psych something out








‹informal›

 analyze something in psychological terms.

















psych.






abbreviation



1.
 
psychological.




2.
 
psychologist.




3.
 
psychology.














psyche1


 
/ˈsīkē/





I.
 
noun




the human soul, mind, or spirit




•
 
I will never really fathom the female psyche.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
psukhē

 ‘breath, life, soul.’





psyche2


 
/sīk/






verb, noun, adjective




variant spelling of psych
 .













Psyche

 
/ˈsīkē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Hellenistic personification of the soul as female, or sometimes as a butterfly. The allegory of Psyche's love for Cupid is told in 
The Golden Ass

 by Apuleius.









psychedelia

 
/ˌsīkəˈdēlēə/





I.
 
noun




music, culture, or art based on the experiences produced by psychedelic drugs.











– origin

 1960s: back-formation from psychedelic
 .






psychedelic

 
/ˌsīkəˈdelik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting drugs (especially LSD) that produce hallucinations and apparent expansion of consciousness.




2.
 
relating to or denoting a style of rock music originating in the mid 1960s, characterized by musical experimentation and drug-related lyrics.




3.
 
denoting or having an intense, vivid color or a swirling abstract pattern




•
 
a psychedelic T-shirt.














II.
 
noun




a psychedelic drug.








III.
 
derivatives





psychedelically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1950s: formed irregularly from psyche
 1
 + Greek 
dēlos

 ‘clear, manifest’ + -ic
 .






psychiatric

 
/ˌsīkēˈatrik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to mental illness or its treatment




•
 
a psychiatric disorder.














II.
 
derivatives





psychiatrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















psychiatrist

 
/sīˈkīətrəst səˈkīətrəst/






noun




a medical practitioner specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of mental illness.














psychiatry

 
/sīˈkīətrē səˈkīətrē/





I.
 
noun




the study and treatment of mental illness, emotional disturbance, and abnormal behavior.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
psukhē

 ‘soul, mind’ + 
iatreia

 ‘healing’ (from 
iatros

 ‘healer’).





psychic

 
/ˈsīkik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting faculties or phenomena that are apparently inexplicable by natural laws, especially involving telepathy or clairvoyance




•
 
psychic powers.










2.
 
(of a person) appearing or considered to have powers of telepathy or clairvoyance




•
 
I could sense it—I must be psychic.










3.
 
of or relating to the soul or mind




•
 
he dulled his psychic pain with gin.










4.
 


[Bridge]

 denoting a bid that deliberately misrepresents the bidder's hand, in order to mislead the opponents.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person considered or claiming to have psychic powers; a medium.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
psychics

 )
 — the study of psychic phenomena.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychical

 
/ˈsīkik(ə)l /






adjective





psychic
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective)













2.
 
psychically

 
/ˈsīkik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
psychism

 
/ˈsīˌkizəm /






noun





psychic
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
psukhikos

 (see psyche
 1
 ).





psychic income






noun






[Economics]

 the nonmonetary or nonmaterial satisfactions that accompany an occupation or economic activity.













psycho

 
/ˈsīkō /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a psychopath.








II.
 
adjective




psychopathic.











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.






psycho-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the mind or psychology




•
 
psychobabble




•
 
psychometrics.

















– origin

 from Greek 
psukhē

 ‘breath, soul, mind.’





psychoacoustics

 
/ˌsīkōəˈko͞ostiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of psychology concerned with the perception of sound and its physiological effects.








II.
 
derivatives





psychoacoustic






adjective





















psychoactive

 
/ˌsīkōˈaktiv/






adjective




(chiefly of a drug) affecting the mind.














psychoanalysis

 
/ˌsīkōəˈnaləsəs/





I.
 
noun




a system of psychological theory and therapy that aims to treat mental disorders by investigating the interaction of conscious and unconscious elements in the mind and bringing repressed fears and conflicts into the conscious mind by techniques such as dream interpretation and free association.








II.
 
derivatives





psychoanalyze

 
/ˌsīkōˈanəˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 psychoanalyse






verb






















psychoanalyst

 
/ˌsīkōˈanələst/






noun




a person who practices psychoanalysis.













psychoanalytic

 
/ˌsīkōˌanəˈlidik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or involving psychoanalysis




•
 
Freudian psychoanalytic theory




•
 
psychoanalytic approaches to trauma.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychoanalytical

 
/ˌsīkōˌan(ə)lˈidik(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
psychoanalytically

 
/ˌsīkōˌan(ə)lˈidik(ə)lē /






adverb





















psychobabble

 
/ˈsīkōˌbabəl/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 jargon used in popular psychology.













psychobiology

 
/ˌsīkōˌbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with the biological basis of behavior and mental phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychobiological

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
psychobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















psychodrama

 
/ˈsīkōdräːmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of psychotherapy in which patients act out events from their past.




2.
 
a play, movie, or novel in which psychological elements are the main interest.




3.
 
the genre to which psychodramatic works belong.








II.
 
derivatives





psychodramatic

 
/-drəˈmatik /






adjective





















psychodynamics

 
/ˌsīkōdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the interrelation of the unconscious and conscious mental and emotional forces that determine personality and motivation.




2.
 
the branch of psychology that deals with this.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychodynamic

 
/ˌsīkōdīˈnamik /






adjective













2.
 
psychodynamically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















psychogenesis

 
/ˌsīkōˈjenəsəs/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the psychological cause to which a mental illness or behavioral disturbance may be attributed (as distinct from a physical cause).













psychogenic

 
/ˌsīkōˈjenik/






adjective




having a psychological origin or cause rather than a physical one




•
 
psychogenic ill health.



















psychogeography

 
/ˌsīkōjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the influence of geographical environment on the mind or on behavior




•
 
a newly emerging discipline within geography is psychogeography.










2.
 
the geographical environment of a particular location, typically a city, considered with regard to its influence on the mind or on behavior




•
 
the psychogeography of Los Angeles.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychogeographic

 
/ˌsīkōjēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
psychogeographical

 
/ˌsīkōjēəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from psycho-
 + geography
 .





psychogeriatrics

 
/ˌsīkōˌjerēˈatriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of health care concerned with mental illness and disturbance in elderly people, particularly those who have suffered distress as a result of moving into an institution.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychogeriatric






adjective













2.
 
psychogeriatrician

 
/-ˌjerēəˈtriSHən /






noun





















psychographics

 
/ˌsīkōˈɡrafiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study and classification of people according to their attitudes, aspirations, and other psychological criteria, especially in market research.








II.
 
derivatives





psychographic






adjective





















psychohistory

 
/ˌsīkōˈhistərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the interpretation of historical events with the aid of psychological theory.




2.
 
a work that interprets historical events with the aid of psychological theory




•
 
modern writers often substitute psychohistory for biography.










3.
 
a psychological history of an individual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychohistorian

 
/ˌsīkō(h)iˈstôrēən /






noun













2.
 
psychohistorical

 
/ˌsīkō(h)iˈstôrikəl /






adjective





















psychokinesis

 
/ˌsīkōkəˈnēsis ˌsīkōˌkīˈnēsis/





I.
 
noun




the supposed ability to move objects by mental effort alone.








II.
 
derivatives





psychokinetic

 
/ˈˌsīkōkəˈnedik /






adjective





















psychol.






abbreviation



1.
 
psychological.




2.
 
psychologist.




3.
 
psychology.













psycholinguistics

 
/ˌsīkōliNGˈɡwistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the relationships between linguistic behavior and psychological processes, including the process of language acquisition.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psycholinguist

 
/-ˈliNGɡwist /






noun













2.
 
psycholinguistic

 
/ˌsīkōliNGˈɡwistik /






adjective





















psychologese

 
/sīˌkäləˈjēz/






noun






‹informal›

 psychological jargon or technical terms used for effect.













psychological

 
/ˌsīkəˈläjək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of, affecting, or arising in the mind; related to the mental and emotional state of a person




•
 
the victim had sustained physical and psychological damage.










2.
 
of or relating to psychology




•
 
psychological research.










3.
 
(of an ailment or problem) having a mental rather than a physical cause




•
 
it was concluded that her pain was psychological.



















psychologically

 
/ˌsīkəˈläjək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that affects the mind or relates to the emotional state of a person




•
 
he was psychologically damaged by a decade of abuse




•
 
the victim continues to suffer psychologically.










2.
 
in a way that relates to psychology




•
 
psychologically based therapies.



















psychological moment






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the moment at which something will or would have the greatest psychological effect




•
 
there was a psychological moment when they might have accepted the report.



















psychological warfare

 
/ˈˌsīkəˈˌläjəkəl ˈwôrˌfe(ə)r/






noun




actions intended to reduce an opponent's morale.













psychologism

 
/sīˈkäləˌjizəm/






noun






[Philosophy]

 a tendency to interpret events or arguments in subjective terms, or to exaggerate the relevance of psychological factors.














psychologist

 
/sīˈkäləjəst/






noun




an expert or specialist in psychology.













psychologize

 
/sīˈkäləˌjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
analyze or regard in psychological terms, especially in an uninformed way




•
 
he lets few of Kinsey's quirks and opinions pass without psychologizing them away.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — theorize or speculate concerning the psychology of something or someone.














psychology

 
/sīˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scientific study of the human mind and its functions, especially those affecting behavior in a given context.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the mental characteristics or attitude of a person or group




•
 
the psychology of Americans in the 1920s.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the mental and emotional factors governing a situation or activity




•
 
the psychology of interpersonal relationships.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
psychologia

 (see psycho-
 , -logy
 ).





psychometric

 
/ˌsīkəˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or deriving from psychometry or psychometrics.








II.
 
derivatives





psychometrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















psychometrics

 
/ˌsīkəˈmetriks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science of measuring mental capacities and processes.








II.
 
derivatives





psychometrician

 
/-məˈtriSHən /






noun





















psychometry

 
/sīˈkämətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the supposed ability to discover facts about an event or person by touching inanimate objects associated with them.




2.
 
another term for psychometrics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





psychometrist

 
/-trist /






noun





















psychomotor

 
/ˌsīkōˈmōdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the origination of movement in conscious mental activity.













psychoneuroimmunology

 
/ˌsīkōˌn(y)o͝orōˌimyəˈnäləjē/






noun






[Medicine]

 the study of the effect of the mind on health and resistance to disease.













psychoneurosis

 
/ˌsīkōn(y)o͝oˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for neurosis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





psychoneurotic

 
/-ˌn(y)o͝oˈrätik /






adjective





















psychopath

 
/ˈsīkəˌpaTH/






noun



1.
 
a person suffering from chronic mental disorder with abnormal or violent social behavior.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an unstable and aggressive person




•
 
schoolyard psychopaths will gather around a fight to encourage the combatants.



















psychopathic

 
/ˌsīkəˈpaTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suffering from or constituting a chronic mental disorder with abnormal or violent social behavior




•
 
a psychopathic disorder.










2.
 


‹informal›

 abnormal and obsessive; manic




•
 
an obsessive attention to detail that looked almost psychopathic.














II.
 
derivatives





psychopathically

 
/ˌsīkəˈpaTHik(ə)lē /






adverb





















psychopathology

 
/ˌsīkōpəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scientific study of mental disorders.




2.
 
features of people's mental health considered collectively




•
 
ageism, family discord and psychopathology all play their part in abuse.










3.
 
mental or behavioral disorder




•
 
she showed evidence of genuine psychopathology.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychopathological

 
/ˌsīkōˌpaTHəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
psychopathologist

 
/ˌsīkōpəˈTHäləjist /






noun





















psychopathy

 
/ˌsīˈkäpəTHē/






noun




mental illness or disorder.













psychopharmacology

 
/ˌsīkōˌfärməˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of psychology concerned with the effects of drugs on the mind and behavior.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychopharmacological

 
/ˌsīkōˌfärməkəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
psychopharmacologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















psychophysics

 
/ˌsīkōˈfiziks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of psychology that deals with the relationships between physical stimuli and mental phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives





psychophysical

 
/ˌsīkəˈfizik(ə)l /






adjective





















psychophysiology

 
/ˌsīkōˌfizēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 the study of the relationship between physiological and psychological phenomena.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 the way in which the mind and body interact.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
psychophysiological

 
/ˌsīkəˌfizēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
psychophysiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















psychopomp

 
/ˈsīkōˌpämp /

 
psychopompos





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Greek mythology) a guide of souls to the place of the dead.




2.
 
the spiritual guide of a living person's soul.











– origin

 from Greek 
psukhopompos

 , from 
psukhē

 ‘soul’ + 
pompos

 ‘conductor.’





psychosexual

 
/ˌsīkōˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving the psychological aspects of the sexual impulse.








II.
 
derivatives





psychosexually






adverb






















psychosis

 
/sīˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a severe mental disorder in which thought and emotions are so impaired that contact is lost with external reality.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
psukhōsis

 ‘animation,’ from 
psukhoun

 ‘give life to,’ from 
psukhē

 ‘soul, mind.’





psychosocial

 
/ˌsīkōˈsōSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the interrelation of social factors and individual thought and behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





psychosocially






adverb





















psychosomatic

 
/ˌsīkōsəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a physical illness or other condition) caused or aggravated by a mental factor such as internal conflict or stress




•
 
her doctor was convinced that most of Edith's problems were psychosomatic.










2.
 
of or relating to the interaction of mind and body.








II.
 
derivatives





psychosomatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















psychosurgery

 
/ˌsīkōˈsərjərē/





I.
 
noun




brain surgery, such as lobotomy, used to treat mental disorder.








II.
 
derivatives





psychosurgical

 
/-ˈsərjikəl /






adjective





















psychosynthesis

 
/ˌsīkōˈsinTHəsəs/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the integration of separated elements of the psyche or personality.













psychotherapist

 
/ˌsīkōˈTHerəpəst/






noun




a person who treats mental disorders by psychological rather than medical means.













psychotherapy

 
/ˌsīkōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the treatment of mental disorder by psychological rather than medical means.








II.
 
derivatives





psychotherapeutic

 
/ˌsīkəˌTHerəˈpyo͞odik /






adjective





















psychotic

 
/sīˈkädik/





I.
 
adjective




of, denoting, or suffering from a psychosis




•
 
a psychotic disturbance.














II.
 
noun




a person suffering from a psychosis.








III.
 
derivatives





psychotically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















psychotomimetic

 
/ˌsīˌkädōməˈmedik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting drugs that are capable of producing an effect on the mind similar to a psychotic state.








II.
 
noun




a psychotomimetic drug.













psychotronic

 
/ˌsīkəˈtränik/






adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to a genre of movies, typically with a science fiction, horror, or fantasy theme, that were made on a low budget or poorly received by critics.

[1980s: coined in this sense by Michael Weldon, who edited a weekly New York guide to the best and worst films on local television.]




2.
 
of or relating to psychotronics.













psychotronics

 
/ˌsīkəˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a particular branch of parapsychology that supposes an energy or force to emanate from living organisms and affect matter.











– origin

 1970s: from psycho-
 , on the pattern of 
electronics

 .





psychotropic

 
/ˌsīkəˈtrōpik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting drugs that affect a person's mental state.








II.
 
noun




a psychotropic drug.













psychrometer

 
/sīˈkrämədər/





I.
 
noun




a hygrometer consisting of a wet-bulb and a dry-bulb thermometer, the difference in the two thermometer readings being used to determine atmospheric humidity.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
psukhros

 ‘cold’ + -meter
 .





psylla

 
/ˈsilə /

 
psyllid





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a minute insect of a family (
Psyllidae

 ) that comprises the jumping plant lice.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Psyllidae

 (plural), from Greek 
psulla

 ‘flea.’





psyllium

 
/ˈsilēəm/





I.
 
noun




a leafy-stemmed Eurasian plantain, the seeds of which are used as a laxative and as a bulking agent in the treatment of obesity.

[
Plantago afra

 , family 
Plantaginaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
psullion

 , from 
psulla

 ‘flea’ (because the seeds resemble fleas).





PsyOps






abbreviation




psychological operations.













pt






abbreviation



1.
 
part




•
 
pt 1 of the Consumer Protection Act 1987.










2.
 
payment.




3.
 
pint; pints.




4.
 
point.




5.
 


[Printing]

 point (as a unit of measurement)




•
 
12 pt type.










6.
 
(denoting a side of a ship or aircraft) port.




7.
 
preterit.













Pt






symbol




the chemical element platinum.













PT






abbreviation



1.
 
Pacific Time.




2.
 
physical therapy.




3.
 
physical training.




4.
 
postal telegraph.




5.
 
post town.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 pupil teacher.













p.t.






abbreviation



1.
 
past tense.




2.
 
post town.




3.
 
pro tempore.













PTA

 
/ˌpē ˌtē ˈā/






abbreviation




parent–teacher association.













pta.

 
Pta.






abbreviation




peseta.













Ptah

 
/tä /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







an ancient deity of Memphis, creator of the universe, god of artisans, and husband of Sekhmet. He became one of the chief deities of Egypt, and was identified by the Greeks with Hephaestus.









ptarmigan

 
/ˈtärməɡən/





I.
 
noun




a northern grouse of mountainous and Arctic regions, with feathered legs and feet and plumage that typically changes to white in winter.

[Genus 
Lagopus

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 : two species, in particular the 
ptarmigan

 (
L. mutus

 ) of Eurasia and North America.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
tàrmachan

 . The spelling with 
p-

 was introduced later, suggested by Greek words starting with 
pt-

 .





PT boat





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a motorboat equipped with torpedoes and used by the military, especially during World War II.











– origin

 1940s: from 
P(atrol) T(orpedo) boat

 .





PTC






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 phenylthiocarbamide.













pteranodon

 
/təˈranəˌdän, -dən/





I.
 
noun




a large tailless pterosaur of the Cretaceous period, with a long toothless beak, a long bony crest, and a wingspan of up to 7 m.

[Genus 
Pteranodon

 , family 
Pteranodontidae

 , order 
Pterosauria

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing’ + 
an-

 ‘without’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





pteridology

 
/ˌterəˈdäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of ferns and related plants.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pteridological

 
/-dlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
pteridologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pteris

 , 
pterid-

 ‘fern’ + -logy
 .





Pteridophyta

 
/ˌterəˈdäfidə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a division of flowerless green plants that comprises the ferns and their relatives.

[Division 
Pteridophyta

 : classes 
Filicopsida

 (ferns), 
Sphenopsida

 (horsetails), and 
Lycopsida

 (club mosses).]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
pteris

 , 
pterid-

 ‘fern’ + 
phuton

 ‘plant.’





pteridophyte

 
/təˈridəˌfīt, ˈteridə-/






noun






[Botany]

 a member of the Pteridophyta, a division of plants including the ferns and their allies (horsetails, club mosses).














pteridosperm

 
/təˈridəˌspərm, ˈteridə-/





I.
 
noun




an extinct plant that is intermediate between the ferns and seed-bearing plants, dying out in the Triassic period.

Also called seed fern
 . [Formerly placed in their own taxon (class 
Pteridospermeae

 ), but now included with the gymnosperms.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
pteridospermeae

 , from Greek 
pteris

 , 
pterid-

 ‘fern.’





ptero-





I.
 
combining form




relating to wings; having wings




•
 
pterosaur.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pteron

 ‘feather, wing.’





pterobranch

 
/ˈterəˌbraNGk/






noun






[Zoology]

 a minute tube-dwelling colonial acorn worm found chiefly in deep water.

[Class 
Pterobranchia

 , phylum 
Hemichordata

 .]













pterodactyl

 
/ˌterəˈdakt(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pterosaur of the late Jurassic period, with a long slender head and neck and a very short tail.

[Family 
Pterodactylidae

 , order 
Pterosauria

 : several genera, including 
Pterodactylus

 .]




2.
 
(in general use) any pterosaur.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pterodactylus

 (genus name), from Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing’ + 
daktulos

 ‘finger.’






pteropod

 
/ˈterəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a small mollusk with winglike extensions to its body that it uses for swimming.

[● Orders 
Thecosomata

 (with shells) and 
Gymnosomata

 (lacking shells), class 
Gastropoda

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pteropoda

 (plural), from Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





pterosaur

 
/ˈterəˌsôr/





I.
 
noun




a fossil flying reptile of the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods, with membranous wings supported by a greatly lengthened fourth finger.

[Order 
Pterosauria

 , subdivision 
Archosauria

 : several families, including pterodactyls, pteranodons, etc.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pterosauria

 (plural), from Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’






pteroylglutamic acid

 
/ˌterəwəlˌɡlo͞oˌtamik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




another term for folic acid
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pteroylglutamate

 
/-ˈɡlo͞otəˌmāt /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: the initial element of 
pteroylglutamic

 is from Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing,’ with reference to insect pigments.





pterygoid process

 
/ˈteriˌɡoid ˈpräˌses, ˈpräsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of projections from the sphenoid bone in the skull.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pterygoides

 (plural), from Greek 
pterux

 , 
pterug-

 ‘wing.’






Pterygota

 
/ˌterəˈɡōdə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
a large group of insects that comprises those that have wings or winged ancestors, including the majority of modern species.

Compare with Apterygota
 . [Subclass 
Pterygota

 , class 
Insecta

 (or 
Hexapoda

 ): many orders.]




II.
 
derivatives





pterygote

 
/ˈterəˌɡōt /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
pterugōtos

 ‘winged,’ from 
pterux

 , 
pterug-

 ‘wing.’





PTFE






abbreviation




polytetrafluoroethylene.













ptg.






abbreviation




printing.













PTH






abbreviation




parathyroid hormone.













ptisan

 
/təˈzan, ˈtizən/





I.
 
noun




a nourishing drink, especially barley water.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ptisana

 , from Greek 
ptisanē

 ‘peeled barley.’ Compare with tisane
 .





PTO

 
/ˌpētēˈō/






abbreviation



1.
 
please turn over (written at the foot of a page to indicate that the text continues on the reverse).




2.
 
(also 
pto

 )
 — (in a tractor or other vehicle) power takeoff.




3.
 
parent–teacher organization.













Ptolemaic

 
/ˌtäləˈmāik/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Greek astronomer Ptolemy or his theories.




2.
 
of or relating to the Ptolemies of Egypt (see Ptolemy
 1
 .).














Ptolemaic system

 
Ptolemaic theory






noun






[Astronomy]

 
‹historical›

 the theory that the earth is the stationary center of the universe, with the planets moving in epicyclic orbits within surrounding concentric spheres.

Compare with Copernican system
 .














Ptolemy1


 
/ˈtäləmē/






the name of all the Macedonian rulers of Egypt, a dynasty founded by Ptolemy, a close friend and general of Alexander the Great, who took charge of Egypt after the latter's death and declared himself king (Ptolemy I) in 304 
BC

 . The dynasty ended with the death of Cleopatra in 30 
BC

 .









Ptolemy2


 
/ˈtäləmē/






Greek astronomer and geographer of the 2nd century 
AD

 . His teachings had enormous influence on medieval thought, the geocentric view of the cosmos being adopted as Christian doctrine until the late Renaissance. His 
Geography

 was also a standard work for centuries, despite its inaccuracies.









ptomaine

 
/tōˈmān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
‹dated›

 any of a group of amine compounds of unpleasant taste and odor formed in putrefying animal and vegetable matter and formerly thought to cause food poisoning.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
ptomaïne

 , from Italian 
ptomaina

 , formed irregularly from Greek 
ptōma

 ‘corpse.’





P2P

 
/ˌpēdəˈpē/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 peer-to-peer.













ptosis

 
/ˈtōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 drooping of the upper eyelid due to paralysis or disease, or as a congenital condition.








II.
 
derivatives





ptotic

 
/ˈtōˌtik, ˈtätik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
ptōsis

 , from 
piptein

 ‘to fall.’





PTSD






noun






[Medicine]

 short for post-traumatic stress disorder
 :




•
 
military veterans suffering from PTSD.



















pty.






abbreviation




proprietary.













ptyalin

 
/ˈtīələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a form of amylase found in the saliva of humans and some other animals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
ptualon

 ‘spittle’ + -in
 1
 .






p-type

 
/ˈpēˌtīp/






adjective






[Electronics]

 denoting a region in a semiconductor in which electrical conduction is due chiefly to the movement of positive holes.

Often contrasted with n-type
 .













Pu






symbol




the chemical element plutonium.













pub

 
/pəb /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tavern or bar.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 a hotel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
pubbing

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 spend time in pubs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of public house
 .





pub.






abbreviation



1.
 
publication(s).




2.
 
published.




3.
 
publisher.













pubcaster

 
/ˈpəbˌkastər/






noun




a publicly owned broadcasting station or network




•
 
a reality show developed for Norwegian pubcaster NRK.



















pub crawl

 
/ˈpəb ˌkrôl /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun




a tour taking in several pubs or bars, with one or more drinks at each.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
pub-crawl

 )


1.
 
go on a pub crawl.













puberty

 
/ˈpyo͞obərdē/





I.
 
noun




the period during which adolescents reach sexual maturity and become capable of reproduction.








II.
 
derivatives





pubertal

 
/-bərtl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pubertas

 , from 
puber

 ‘adult,’ related to 
pubes

 (see pubes
 ).






pubes





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same) /ˈpyo͞obēz ˈpyo͞obz /

 — the lower part of the abdomen at the front of the pelvis, covered with hair from puberty.




2.
 

/ˈpyo͞obēz /

 — plural form of pubis
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘pubic hair, groin, genitals.’





pubescence

 
/ˌpyo͞oˈbesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the time when puberty begins.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 soft down or fine short hairs on the leaves and stems of plants or on various parts of animals, especially insects.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from medieval Latin 
pubescentia

 , from Latin 
pubescent-

 ‘reaching puberty’ (see pubescent
 ).






pubescent

 
/ˌpyo͞oˈbes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a person at or approaching the age of puberty.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 covered with short soft hair; downy.








II.
 
noun




a person at or approaching the age of puberty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
pubescent-

 ‘reaching puberty,’ from the verb 
pubescere

 .





pubic

 
/ˈpyo͞obik/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the pubes or pubis




•
 
pubic hair.




















pubic louse






noun




another term for crab
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).














pubis

 
/ˈpyo͞obəs/





I.
 
noun




either of a pair of bones forming the two sides of the pelvis.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
os pubis

 ‘bone of the pubes.’





publ.






abbreviation



1.
 
public.




2.
 
publication.




3.
 
publicity.




4.
 
published.




5.
 
publisher.














public

 
/ˈpəblik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning the people as a whole




•
 
public concern




•
 
public affairs.










2.
 
open to or shared by all the people of an area or country




•
 
a public library.










3.
 
of or provided by the government rather than an independent, commercial company




•
 
public benefits.










4.
 
of or involved in the affairs of the community, especially in government




•
 
his public career was destroyed by tenacious reporters.










5.
 
known to many people; famous




•
 
a public figure.










6.
 
done, perceived, or existing in open view




•
 
he wanted a public apology in the 
Wall Street Journal






•
 
we should talk somewhere less public.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 of, for, or acting for a university




•
 
public examination results.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the public

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
ordinary people in general; the community




•
 
the library is open to the public




•
 
the public has made an informed choice.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a section of the community having a particular interest or connection




•
 
the reading public.










3.
 
(
one's public

 )
 — the people who watch or are interested in an artist, writer, or performer




•
 
some famous last words to give my public.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go public





a.
 
become a public company.




b.
 
reveal details about a previously private concern




•
 
Bates 
went public with

 the news at a press conference.















2.
 
in public






in view of other people; when others are present




•
 
men don't cry in public.















3.
 
the public eye






the state of being known or of interest to people in general, especially through the media




•
 
the pressures of being constantly 
in the public eye

 .





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
publicus

 , blend of 
poplicus

 ‘of the people’ (from 
populus

 ‘people’) and 
pubes

 ‘adult.’





public act






noun




an act of legislation affecting the public as a whole.













public address system

 
/ˈpəblik əˈdres ˈaˌdres ˈsistim ˈsistəm/






noun




a system of microphones, amplifiers, and loudspeakers used to amplify speech or music in a large building or at an outdoor gathering.













public advocate






noun






(chiefly US)

 an official elected or appointed to advance the interests of the public, especially by investigating complaints concerning public authorities.













publican

 
/ˈpəbləkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a person who owns or manages a pub.




2.
 
(in ancient Roman and biblical times) a collector of taxes.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
publicain

 , from Latin 
publicanus

 , from 
publicum

 ‘public revenue,’ neuter (used as a noun) of 
publicus

 ‘of the people.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 18th cent.





public assistance






noun




government benefits provided to the needy, usually in the form of cash or vouchers.













publication

 
/ˌpəbləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the preparation and issuing of a book, journal, piece of music, or other work for public sale




•
 
the publication of her first novel.










2.
 
a book, journal, etc. issued for public sale




•
 
scientific publications.










3.
 
the action of making something generally known




•
 
the publication of April trade figures.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘public announcement or declaration’): via Old French from Latin 
publicatio(n-)

 , from 
publicare

 ‘make public’ (see publish
 ).





public company

 
/ˈpəblik ˈkəmp(ə)nē /

 
public corporation






noun




a company whose shares are traded freely on a stock exchange.













public defender






noun






[Law]

 a lawyer employed at public expense in a criminal trial to represent a defendant who is unable to afford legal assistance.













public domain






noun




the state of belonging or being available to the public as a whole, and therefore not subject to copyright




•
 
the photograph had been in the public domain for 15 years




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
public-domain software.



















public enemy

 
/ˈpəblik ˈenəmē/






noun



1.
 
a notorious wanted criminal.




2.
 
a person or thing regarded as the greatest threat to a group or community




•
 
he identified inflation as 
public enemy number one

 .



















public good






noun



1.
 


[Economics]

 a commodity or service that is provided without profit to all members of a society, either by the government or a private individual or organization.




•
 
a conviction that library informational services are a public good, not a commercial commodity.










2.
 
the benefit or well-being of the public




•
 
the public good clearly demands independent action.



















public health






noun




the health of the population as a whole, especially as monitored, regulated, and promoted by the state




•
 
chlorine has been used to disinfect water supplies to protect public health




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a public health risk.




















public house

 
/ˈpəblik ˌhous/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a tavern.













public housing






noun




housing provided for people with low incomes, subsidized by public funds




•
 
political attention has recently been focused on the city's chronic need for more and better public housing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a public housing project in Brownsville.



















publicist

 
/ˈpəbləsəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person responsible for publicizing a product, person, or company.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a journalist, especially one concerned with current affairs.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a writer or other person skilled in international law.








II.
 
derivatives





publicistic

 
/ˌpəbləˈsistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
publiciste

 , from Latin 
(jus) publicum

 ‘public (law).’





publicity

 
/pəbˈlisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the notice or attention given to someone or something by the media




•
 
the case attracted wide publicity in the press.










2.
 
the giving out of information about a product, person, or company for advertising or promotional purposes




•
 
head of publicity and marketing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
publicity photographs.










3.
 
material or information used for publicity




•
 
we distributed publicity from a stall in the marketplace.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
publicité

 , from 
public

 ‘public’ (see public
 ).





publicity agent

 
/pəˈblisədē ˈājənt/






noun




another term for publicist
 (
sense

 1).













publicize

 
/ˈpəbləˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) widely known




•
 
use the magazine to publicize human rights abuses.










2.
 
give out publicity about (a product, person, or company) for advertising or promotional purposes




•
 
Judy had started to publicize books and celebrities.














II.
 
derivatives





publicization






noun





















public key






noun




a cryptographic key that can be obtained and used by anyone to encrypt messages intended for a particular recipient, such that the encrypted messages can be deciphered only by using a second key that is known only to the recipient (the 
private key

 ).













public law

 
/ˈpəblik lô/






noun




the law of relationships between individuals and the government.













public lending right

 
/ˈˌpəblik ˈlendiNG ˌrīt /

 
PLR






noun




(in the UK) the right of authors to receive payment when their books or other works are loaned out by public libraries.













publicly

 
/ˈpəblik(ə)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
so as to be seen by other people; in public




•
 
some weep publicly.










2.
 
[often 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used in reference to views expressed to others and not necessarily genuinely felt




•
 
publicly, officials criticized the resolution, but privately they thought it tolerable.










3.
 
by a government or the public rather than an independent, commercial company




•
 
publicly funded organizations




•
 
a publicly owned company.

















usage:

 Note that the spelling is 
publicly

 , ending with the suffix 
-ly

 , not 
publically

 .






public nuisance

 
/ˈpəblik ˈn(y)o͞osns/






noun



1.
 
an act, condition, or thing that is illegal because it interferes with the rights of the public generally.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an obnoxious or dangerous person or group of people.













public offering






noun






[Stock Market]

 an act of offering the stock of a particular company on a public stock exchange




•
 
the company raised $5.9 million in its public offering a year ago.



















public office






noun



1.
 
a position of authority or service involving responsibility to the public, especially within the government




•
 
the right to hold public office




•
 
he has never been elected to public office.










2.
 
a building housing a government department or agency or used for civic business




•
 
transport systems ground to a halt and public offices closed.



















public opinion

 
/ˈpəblik əˈpinyən/






noun




views prevalent among the general public.













public ownership






noun




ownership by the government of an asset, corporation, or industry




•
 
he rejected public ownership of land.



















public policy






noun



1.
 
the principles, often unwritten, on which social laws are based.




2.
 


[Law]

 the principle that injury to the public good is a basis for denying the legality of a contract or other transaction.













public prosecutor

 
/ˈpəblik ˈpräsəˌkyo͞odər/






noun




a law officer who conducts criminal proceedings on behalf of the government or in the public interest.













public purse

 
/ˈpəblik pərs/






noun




the funds raised by a government by taxation or other means.













public relations

 
/ˈpəblik rəˈlāSHənz/






plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the professional maintenance of a favorable public image by a company or other organization or a famous person.




2.
 
the state of the relationship between the public and a company or other organization or a famous person




•
 
companies justify the cost in terms of improved public relations.



















public school

 
/ˈpəblik sko͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly in North America) a school supported by public funds.




2.
 
(in the UK) a private for-fee secondary school.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
publica schola

 , denoting a school maintained at the public expense; in England 
public school

 (a term recorded from 1580) originally denoted a grammar school under public management, founded for the benefit of the public (contrasting with 
private school

 , run for the profit of the proprietor); since the 19th cent. the term has been applied to the old endowed English grammar schools, and newer schools modeled on them, which have developed into for-fee boarding schools.





public sector

 
/ˈpəblik ˈsektər/






noun




the part of an economy that is controlled by the government.














public servant






noun




a government official.













public-service corporation






noun




a public utility.













public spending






noun




money spent by the state; government expenditure




•
 
the government wants to slash public spending.



















public spirit






noun




willingness to do things that help the public.













public-spirited

 
/ˌpəblikˈspirədəd/





I.
 
adjective




willing to help the wider community; socially concerned




•
 
those public-spirited people who call attention to low standards in high places.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
public-spiritedly






adverb













2.
 
public-spiritedness






noun





















public transportation






noun




buses, trains, subways, and other forms of transportation that charge set fares, run on fixed routes, and are available to the public.













public utility

 
/ˈpəblik yo͞oˈtilədē/






noun




an organization supplying a community with electricity, gas, water, or sewerage.













public works

 
/ˈpəblik wərks/






plural noun




the work of building such things as roads, schools, and reservoirs, carried out by the government for the community.














publish

 
/ˈpəbliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an author or company) prepare and issue (a book, journal, piece of music, or other work) for public sale




•
 
we publish practical reference books




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the pressures on researchers to publish.










2.
 
print (something) in a book or journal so as to make it generally known




•
 
we pay $10 for every letter we publish.










3.
 
make (content) available online




•
 
a few hours after publishing the post I received a response from the founder of the company




•
 
the photo has not been published on her Instagram account.










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
published

 )
 — prepare and issue the works of (a particular writer)




•
 
a published author.










5.
 
formally announce or read (an edict or marriage banns).




6.
 


[Law]

 communicate (a libel) to a third party.








II.
 
derivatives





publishable

 
/ˈpəbliSHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘make generally known’): from the stem of Old French 
puplier

 , from Latin 
publicare

 ‘make public,’ from 
publicus

 (see public
 ).





publisher

 
/ˈpəbliSHər/






noun

 — (also 
publishers

 )


1.
 
a person or company that prepares and issues books, journals, music, or other works for sale




•
 
the publishers of 
Vogue






•
 
a commercial music publisher.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a newspaper proprietor.













publishing

 
/ˈpəbliSHiNG/






noun




the occupation, business, or activity of preparing and issuing books, journals, and other material for sale




•
 
she worked in publishing.



















Puccini, Giacomo

 
/po͝oˈCHēnē/






(1858–1924), Italian composer. His sense of the dramatic, gift for melody, and skillful use of the orchestra have contributed to his enduring popularity. Notable operas: 
La Bohème

 (1896), 
Tosca

 (1900), and 
Madama Butterfly

 (1904).










puccoon

 
/pəˈko͞on/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant that yields a pigment from which dye or medicinal products are obtained, especially formerly.

[Genus 
Lithospermum

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, including 
hoary puccoon

 (
L. canescens

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian 
poughkone

 .





puce

 
/pyo͞os/





I.
 
adjective




of a dark red or purple-brown color




•
 
his face was puce with rage and frustration.














II.
 
noun




a dark red or purple-brown color.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘flea(-color),’ from Latin 
pulex

 , 
pulic-

 .





puck1


 
/pək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a black disk made of hard rubber, the focus of play in ice hockey.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an input device similar to a mouse that is dragged across a sensitive surface, which notes the puck's position to move the cursor on the screen.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






puck2


 
/pək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mischievous or evil sprite.




2.
 
(
Puck

 )
 — another name for Robin Goodfellow
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pucklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
pūca

 .





pucker

 
/ˈpəkər/





I.
 
verb




(especially with reference to a person's face) tightly gather or contract into wrinkles or small folds


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her brows puckered in a frown




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the baby stirred, 
puckering up

 its tiny face.














II.
 
noun




a tightly gathered wrinkle or small fold, especially on a person's face




•
 
a pucker between his eyebrows.














III.
 
phrases





pucker up






contract one's lips as in preparation for a kiss.












IV.
 
derivatives





puckery

 
/ˈpəkərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): probably frequentative, from the base of poke
 2
 and pocket
 (suggesting the formation of small purselike gatherings).





Puckett, Kirby

 
/ˈpəkit/






(1961–2006) US baseball player. An outfielder for the Minnesota Twins 1984–96, he was noted for both his hitting and fielding. He helped his team to win two World Series 1987 and 1991. Baseball Hall of Fame (2001).









puckish

 
/ˈpəkiSH/





I.
 
adjective




playful, especially in a mischievous way




•
 
a puckish sense of humor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
puckishly






adverb













2.
 
puckishness






noun





















pud

 
/po͝od/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 short for pudding
 .














pudding

 
/ˈpo͝odiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dessert with a creamy consistency




•
 
chocolate pudding




•
 
a rice pudding.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 any dessert.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the dessert course of a meal




•
 
what's for pudding?










4.
 
a sweet or savory steamed dish made with flour




•
 
Yorkshire pudding.










5.
 
the intestines of a pig or sheep stuffed with oatmeal, spices, and meat and boiled.

See also black pudding
 , blood sausage
 .




6.
 


‹informal›

 a fat, dumpy, or stupid person




•
 
away with you, you big pudding!














II.
 
phrases





in the pudding club






see club
 1
 .












III.
 
derivatives





puddingy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a sausage such as 
black pudding

 ): apparently from Old French 
boudin

 ‘black pudding,’ from Latin 
botellus

 ‘sausage, small intestine.’





pudding face





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a large chubby face.








II.
 
derivatives





pudding-faced






adjective





















puddingstone

 
/ˈpo͝odiNGˌstōn/






noun




a conglomerate rock in which dark-colored rounded pebbles contrast with a paler fine-grained matrix.














puddle

 
/ˈpədl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small pool of liquid, especially of rainwater on the ground




•
 
splashing through deep puddles




•
 


‹figurative›

 a little puddle of light.










2.
 
clay and sand mixed with water and used as a watertight covering for embankments.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wet or cover (a surface) with water, especially rainwater




•
 
the cobbles under our feet were wet and puddled.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) form a small pool




•
 
rivulets of water coursed down the panes, puddling on the sill.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 dabble or wallow in mud or shallow water




•
 
children are playing and puddling about in the dirt.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
puddle around/about

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 occupy oneself in a disorganized or unproductive way




•
 
the Internet is just the latest excuse for puddling around at work.










5.
 
line (a hole) with puddle.




6.
 
knead (clay and sand) into puddle.




7.
 
work (mixed water and clay) to separate gold or opal.




8.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
puddling

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 stir (molten iron) with iron oxide in a furnace, to produce wrought iron by oxidizing carbon.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
puddler

 
/ˈpədlər /






noun













2.
 
puddly

 
/ˈpədlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: diminutive of Old English 
pudd

 ‘ditch, furrow’; compare with German dialect 
Pfudel

 ‘pool.’





puddle jumper






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small light airplane that is fast and highly maneuverable and used for short trips.













pudency

 
/ˈpyo͞od(ə)nsē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 modesty; shame.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
pudentia

 .





pudendum

 
/pyo͞oˈdendəm/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
pudenda

 )


1.
 
a person's external genitals, especially a woman's.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pudendal

 
/-ˈdendəl /






adjective













2.
 
pudic

 
/ˈpyo͞odik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pudenda (membra

 ) ‘(parts) to be ashamed of,’ neuter plural of the gerundive of 
pudere

 ‘be ashamed.’





pudeur

 
/pyo͞oˈdər/





I.
 
noun




a sense of shame or embarrassment, especially with regard to matters of a sexual or personal nature.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘modesty.’





pudge

 
/pəj/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fat on a person's body




•
 
subtle makeup that sharpened the pudge out of her cheekbones.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a fat person): of unknown origin.





pudgy

 
/ˈpəjē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person or part of their body) slightly fat




•
 
his pudgy fingers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pudgily

 
/ˈpəjəlē /






adverb













2.
 
pudginess

 
/ˈpəjēnəs /






noun





















pudu

 
/ˈpo͞odo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a very small and rare deer found in the lower Andes of South America.

[Genus 
Pudu

 , family 
Cervidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Araucanian.






Puducherry

 
/ˌpo͞odo͞oˈCHerē/





I.
 
a Union Territory of southeastern India, on the Coromandel Coast, formed from several former French territories and incorporated into India in 1954.

Former name (until 2006) Pondicherry
 .




II.
 
the capital city of Puducherry; pop. 232,300 (est. 2009).









Puebla

 
/ˈpweblä/





I.
 
a state in south central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital city of the state of Puebla, located at the edge of the central Mexican plateau; pop. 1,399,519 (2005). Full name 
Puebla de Zaragoza

 .









pueblo

 
/ˈpweblō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an American Indian settlement of the southwestern US, especially one consisting of multistoried adobe houses built by the Pueblo people.




2.
 
(
pl.

 same or pueblos) (
Pueblo

 )
 — a member of any of various American Indian peoples, including the Hopi, occupying pueblo settlements chiefly in New Mexico and Arizona. Their prehistoric period is known as the Anasazi culture.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
Pueblo

 )


1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the Pueblos or their culture.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘people,’ from Latin 
populus

 .





Pueblo

 
/ˈpweblō/






an industrial city in south central Colorado, on the Arkansas River, at the foot of the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains; pop. 104,951 (est. 2008).









puerile

 
/ˈpyo͝orəl ˈpyo͝orˌīl/





I.
 
adjective




childishly silly and trivial




•
 
you're making puerile excuses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
puerilely






adverb













2.
 
puerility

 
/ˌpyo͞oəˈrilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘like a boy’): from French 
puéril

 or Latin 
puerilis

 , from 
puer

 ‘boy.’






puerperal fever

 
/pyo͞oˌərpərəl ˈfēvər/






noun




fever caused by uterine infection following childbirth.













puerperium

 
/pyo͞oərˈpirēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the period of about six weeks after childbirth during which the mother's reproductive organs return to their original nonpregnant condition.








II.
 
derivatives





puerperal

 
/pyo͞oˈərp(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
puerperus

 ‘parturient’ (from 
puer

 ‘child’ + 
-parus

 ‘bearing’).





Puerto Cortés

 
/ˌpwerdō kôrˈtes/






a port in northwestern Honduras, on the Caribbean coast at the mouth of the Ulua River; pop. 66,000 (est. 2008).









Puerto Plata

 
/ˌpwerdō ˈplädä/






a resort town in the Dominican Republic, on the northern coast; pop. 134,200 (est. 2009).









Puerto Rican

 
/ˌpôrdə ˈrik(ə)n ˌpwerdə ˈrik(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico




•
 
his paintings are tied deeply to his Puerto Rican heritage.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico, or a person of Puerto Rican descent




•
 
the young Puerto Rican sees his boss as uncaring.



















Puerto Rico

 
/ˌpwerdə ˈrikō/






an island in the Greater Antilles in the Caribbean Sea; pop. 3,966,200 (est. 2009); capital, San Juan. One of the earliest Spanish settlements in the New World, it was ceded to the US in 1898 after the Spanish-American War. In 1952 it became a commonwealth in voluntary association with the US with full powers of local government.









Puerto Rico Trench






an ocean trench north of Puerto Rico and the Leeward Islands that extends in an east–west direction. It reaches a depth of 28,397 feet (9,220 m).










puff

 
/pəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, explosive burst of breath or wind




•
 
a puff of wind swung the weathervane around.










2.
 
the sound of air or vapor escaping suddenly




•
 
the whistle and puff of steam.










3.
 
a small quantity of vapor or smoke, emitted in one blast




•
 
the fire breathed out 
a puff of

 blue smoke.










4.
 
an act of drawing quickly on a pipe, cigarette, or cigar




•
 
he took a puff of his cigar.










5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 or in 
combination

 ]
 — a light pastry case, typically one made of puff pastry, containing a sweet or savory filling




•
 
a cream puff.










6.
 
a gathered mass of material in a dress or other garment.




7.
 
a rolled protuberant mass of hair.




8.
 
a powder puff.




9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a soft quilt




•
 
plump pillows and puffs.










10.
 


‹informal›

 a review of a work of art, book, or theatrical production, especially an excessively complimentary one




•
 
the publishers sent him a copy of the book hoping for a puff.










11.
 


(Brit.)

 an advertisement, especially one exaggerating the value of the goods advertised.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — breathe in repeated short gasps




•
 
exercises that make you puff.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of a person, engine, etc.) move with short, noisy breaths or bursts of air or steam




•
 
the train came puffing in.










3.
 
smoke a pipe, cigarette, or cigar




•
 
he 
puffed on

 his pipe contentedly.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — blow (dust, smoke, or a light object) in a specified direction with a quick breath or blast of air




•
 
he lighted his pipe and puffed forth smoke.










5.
 
move through the air in short bursts




•
 
his breath puffed out like white smoke.










6.
 
(
puff something out/up

 or 
puff out/up

 )
 — cause to swell or become swollen


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he suddenly sucked his stomach in and puffed his chest out




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
when he was in a temper, his cheeks puffed up and his eyes shrank.










7.
 
(
be puffed up

 )
 — be conceited




•
 
he was never puffed up about his writing.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — advertise with exaggerated or false praise




•
 
publishers have puffed the book on the grounds that it contains new discoveries.

















– origin

 Middle English: imitative of the sound of a breath, perhaps from Old English 
pyf

 (noun), 
pyffan

 (verb).






puff adder

 
/pəf ˈadər/






noun



1.
 
a large, sluggish, mainly nocturnal African viper that inflates the upper part of its body and hisses loudly in threat.

[
Bitis arietans

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for hognose snake
 .













puffback

 
/ˈpəfbak /

 
puff-back shrike






noun




a small black-and-white African shrike, the male of which displays by puffing up the feathers of the lower back.

[Genus 
Dryoscopus

 , family 
Laniidae

 : several species, in particular 
D. gambensis

 .]













puffball

 
/ˈpəfˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a fungus that produces a spherical or pear-shaped fruiting body that ruptures when ripe to release a cloud of spores.

[Families 
Lycoperdaceae

 , class 
Gasteromycetes

 , in particular genus 
Lycoperdon

 . See also giant puffball
 .]




2.
 
the spherical head of a dandelion that has gone to seed.













puffbird

 
/ˈpəfbərd/






noun




a stocky large-headed bird somewhat resembling a kingfisher, found in tropical American forests.

[Family 
Bucconidae

 : several genera and many species.]













puffed

 
/pəft/






adjective



1.
 
swollen




•
 
puffed eyelids.










2.
 
(of a sleeve or other part of a garment) gathered so as to have a rounded shape.




3.
 
denoting grains of wheat, rice, etc., that have been expanded through treatment with high-pressure steam, used especially in breakfast cereals and snack foods




•
 
combine the rolled oats and puffed rice with the cinnamon, cardamom, and sea salt.



















puffer

 
/ˈpəfər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that puffs, in particular, a person who smokes.




2.
 
short for pufferfish
 .














pufferfish

 
/ˈpəfərˌfiSH /

 
puffer fish






noun




a stout-bodied marine or freshwater fish (family 
Tetraodontidae

 : several genera and many species) that typically has spiny skin and inflates itself like a balloon when threatened. It is sometimes used as food, but some parts are highly toxic.













puffery

 
/ˈpəfərē/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 exaggerated or false praise.













puffin

 
/ˈpəfən/





I.
 
noun




a hole-nesting auk (seabird) of northern and Arctic waters, with a large head and a massive, brightly colored triangular bill.

[Genera 
Fratercula

 and 
Lunda

 , family 
Alcidae

 : three species, in particular the 
Atlantic puffin

 (
F. arctica

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the Manx shearwater): apparently from puff
 + -ing
 3
 , with reference to the Manx shearwater's fat nestlings. The later use is a confusion, by association of nesting habits and habitat.





puff pastry

 
/ˈpəf ˌpāstrē/






noun




light flaky pastry, used for pie crusts, canapés, etc.













puff piece






noun






‹informal›

 a newspaper article or item on a television show using exaggerated praise to advertise or promote a celebrity, book, or event.













puff sleeve






noun




a short sleeve gathered at the top and cuff and full in the middle.













puffy

 
/ˈpəfē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of part of the body) unusually swollen and soft




•
 
her eyes were puffy and full of tears.










2.
 
soft, rounded, and light




•
 
small puffy clouds.










3.
 
(of a garment or part of a garment) padded or gathered to give a rounded shape




•
 
a puffy blue ski jacket.










4.
 
(of wind or breath) coming in short bursts




•
 
his breath was puffy and fast.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
puffily

 
/ˈpəfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
puffiness

 
/ˈpəfēnis /






noun





















pug1


 
/pəɡ/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a dwarf breed like a bulldog with a broad flat nose and deeply wrinkled face.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
puggish






adjective













2.
 
puggy

 
/ˈpəɡē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps of Low German origin.






pug2


 
/pəɡ/





I.
 
noun




loam or clay mixed and worked into a soft, plastic condition without air pockets for making bricks or pottery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
pugged

 )
 — prepare (clay) by working into a soft condition, typically in a machine with rotating blades.




2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
pugging

 )
 — pack (a space, typically the space under a floor) with pug, sawdust, or other material in order to deaden sound.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





pug3


 
/pəɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a boxer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of pugilist
 .





pug4


 
/pəɡ/





I.
 
noun




the footprint of an animal


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
I saw the pug marks of the tigress in the soft earth.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
track (an animal) by its footprints.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hindi 
pag

 ‘footprint.’





Puget Sound

 
/ˌpyo͞ojit ˈsound/





I.
 
an inlet of the Pacific Ocean on the coast of the state of Washington. It is linked to the ocean by the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Seattle is situated on its eastern shore.







– origin

 named after Peter 
Puget

 , aide to George Vancouver who explored it in 1792.





puggaree

 
/ˈpəɡ(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Indian turban.




2.
 
a thin muslin scarf tied around a sun helmet so as to hang down over the wearer's neck and shield it from the sun.











– origin

 from Hindi 
pagṛī

 ‘turban.’





pugilism

 
/ˈpyo͞ojəˌlizəm/






noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 the profession or hobby of boxing




•
 
I do not go to displays of pugilism.




















pugilist

 
/ˈpyo͞ojələst/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a boxer, especially a professional one.








II.
 
derivatives





pugilistic

 
/ˌpyo͞ojəˈlistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
pugil

 ‘boxer’ + -ist
 .





pug mill






noun




a machine for mixing and working clay and other materials into pug (see pug
 2
 ).













pugnacious

 
/pəɡˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




eager or quick to argue, quarrel, or fight




•
 
the increasingly pugnacious demeanor of politicians.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pugnaciously

 
/pəɡˈnāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
pugnacity

 
/pəɡˈnasədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pugnax

 , 
pugnac-

 (from 
pugnare

 ‘to fight,’ from 
pugnus

 ‘fist’) + -ious
 .





pug nose

 
/pəɡ nōz/





I.
 
noun




a short nose with an upturned tip.








II.
 
derivatives





pug-nosed

 
/ˈpəɡ ˌnōzd /






adjective





















Pugwash conferences

 
/ˈpəɡˌwôSH, -ˌwäSH/






a series of international conferences first held in Pugwash (a village in Nova Scotia) in 1957 by scientists to promote the peaceful application of scientific discoveries.










puisne

 
/ˈpyo͞onē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 (in the UK and some other countries) denoting a judge of a superior court inferior in rank to chief justices.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun, denoting a junior or inferior person): from Old French, from 
puis

 (from Latin 
postea

 ‘afterwards’) + 
ne

 ‘born’ (from Latin 
natus

 ). Compare with puny
 .





puisne mortgage






noun






[Law]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a second or subsequent mortgage of unregistered land of which the title deeds are retained by a first mortgagee.













puissance

 
/ˈpwisəns ˈpyo͞oəsəns pyo͞oˈisəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Puissance

 ) /ˈpwisäns /
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 — a competitive test of a horse's ability to jump large obstacles in show jumping.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 great power, influence, or prowess.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, ‘power,’ from 
puissant

 ‘having power’ (see puissant
 ). Sense 1 dates from the 1950s.






puissant

 
/ˈpwēsnt ˈpyo͞oəsnt ˈpwisnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 having great power or influence.








II.
 
derivatives





puissantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
posse

 ‘be able.’





puja

 
/ˈpo͞ojə /

 
pooja





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 the act of worship




•
 
I perform puja every day




•
 
the entire family gets together for a puja.

















– origin

 Sanskrit 
pūjā

 ‘worship.’





puke

 
/pyo͞ok /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb




vomit


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I had eaten to the point of puking




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
puked up

 his pizza.














II.
 
noun




vomit.








III.
 
derivatives





pukey






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably imitative; first recorded as a verb in: “At first the infant, mewling, and puking in the nurse's arms,” in Shakespeare's 
As You Like It

 (
II

 . vii. 144).





pukka

 
/ˈpəkə /

 
pukkah





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 genuine




•
 
the more expensive brands are pukka natural mineral waters.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 of or appropriate to high or respectable society




•
 
it wouldn't be considered the pukka thing to do.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 excellent




•
 
“That Danny is totally gorgeous.” “Yeah, pukka haircut.”

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Hindi 
pakkā

 ‘cooked, ripe, substantial.’





pul

 
/po͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Afghanistan, equal to one hundredth of an afghani.











– origin

 Pashto, from Persian 
pūl

 ‘copper coin.’





pula

 
/ˈpo͝olə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Botswana, equal to 100 thebe.











– origin

 Setswana, literally ‘rain.’





Pulaski





I.
 
noun




a tool with a head that has an ax blade on one side and an adze on the other.











– origin

 1920s: named after Edward C. 
Pulaski

 (1866–1931), the American forest ranger who designed it.





Pulaski, Casimir

 
/pəˈlaskē/






(1747–79) Polish count and commissioned American cavalry officer; name in Polish 
Kazimierz Pulaski

 . Having fled from involvement in a Polish rebellion 1768–72, he arrived in America 1777 and joined the cause of American independence. Commissioned a general in 1778, he was invaluable in the defense of Charleston 1779 but was mortally wounded at the siege of Savannah.










Pulau Seribu

 
/ˌpo͞olou ˈserəbo͞o/






Indonesian name for Thousand Islands
 (
sense

 2).









pulchritude

 
/ˈpəlkrəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 beauty.








II.
 
derivatives





pulchritudinous

 
/ˌpəlkrəˈt(y)o͞odn-əs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pulchritudo

 , from 
pulcher

 , 
pulchr-

 ‘beautiful.’





pule

 
/pyo͞ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
puling

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 cry querulously or weakly




•
 
she's no puling infant.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally referring to a bird's cry): probably imitative; compare with French 
piauler

 , in the same sense.





puli

 
/ˈpo͞olē/





I.
 
noun




a sheepdog of a black, gray, or white breed with a long thick coat.











– origin

 1930s: from Hungarian.





Pulitzer, Joseph

 
/ˈpo͝olitsər, ˈpyo͞ol-/






(1847–1911), US newspaper publisher and editor, born in Hungary. A pioneer of popular journalism, he owned a number of newspapers, including the 
New York World

 . He made provisions in his will for the establishment of the annual Pulitzer Prizes.









Pulitzer Prize






noun




an award for an achievement in American journalism, literature, or music. There are thirteen made each year.













pulk

 
/pəlk /

 
pulka /ˈpəlkə/






I.
 
noun




a type of sled without runners, pulled by a person or dog and used especially to transport equipment and supplies




•
 
on days with no wind, a team of ten dogs pulled the pulk.

















– origin

 Norwegian, from Finnish 
pulka

 ‘small sled.’






pull

 
/po͝ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[usu. with 
adverbial

 ]
 — exert force on (someone or something), typically by taking hold of them, in order to move or try to move them toward oneself or the origin of the force




•
 
he pulled them down onto the couch




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
I pulled the door shut behind me




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the little boy 
pulled at

 her skirt.










2.
 
(of an animal or vehicle) be attached to the front and be the source of forward movement of (a vehicle)




•
 
the carriage was pulled by four horses.










3.
 
take hold of and exert force on (something) so as to move it from a specified position or in a specified direction




•
 
she pulled a handkerchief out of her pocket




•
 
he pulled on his boots




•
 
I pulled up some onions.










4.
 


‹informal›

 bring out (a weapon) to attack or threaten someone




•
 
it's not every day a young woman 
pulls

 a gun 
on

 a burglar.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
pull at/on

 )
 — inhale deeply while smoking (a pipe or cigar).




6.
 
damage (a muscle, ligament, etc.) by abnormal strain.




7.
 
print (a proof).




8.
 


[Computing]

 retrieve (an item of data) from the top of a stack.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle or person) move steadily in a specified direction or to reach a specified point




•
 
the bus was about to pull away




•
 
the boy pulled ahead and disappeared around the corner.










10.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ] (
pull oneself

 )
 — move in a specified direction with effort, especially by taking hold of something and exerting force




•
 
he pulled himself into the saddle.










11.
 
move one's body in a specified direction, especially against resistance




•
 
she tried to pull away from him.










12.
 
(of an engine) exert propulsive force; deliver power




•
 
the engine warmed up quickly and pulled well.










13.
 
work oars to cause a boat to move




•
 
he 
pulled at

 the oars, and the boat moved swiftly through the water.










14.
 
cause (someone) to patronize, buy, or show interest in something; attract




•
 
tourist attractions that 
pull in

 millions of foreign visitors.










15.
 


‹informal›

 carry out or achieve (something requiring skill, luck, or planning)




•
 
the magazine pulled its trick of producing the right issue at the right time.










16.
 


‹informal›

 cancel or withdraw (an entertainment or advertisement)




•
 
the gig was pulled at the first sign of difficulty.










17.
 


(N. Amer.)

 withdraw (a player) from a game




•
 
four of the leading eight runners were pulled.










18.
 
check the speed of (a horse), especially so as to make it lose a race.




19.
 


[chiefly Baseball]

 
[Golf]

 strike (a ball) in the direction of one's follow-through so that it travels to the left or, with a left-handed player, to the right




•
 
he pulled the ball every time he hit a grounder.










20.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 (of a lineman) withdraw from position and cross parallel to and behind the line of scrimmage to block opposing players for a runner.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of taking hold of something and exerting force to draw it toward one




•
 
give the hair a quick pull, and it comes out by the roots.










2.
 
a handle to hold while pulling




•
 
the Cowboy Collection offers hand-forged iron drawer pulls.










3.
 
a deep draft of a drink




•
 
he unscrewed the cap from the flask and took another pull.










4.
 
an act of sucking at a cigar or pipe




•
 
he took a pull on his cheroot.










5.
 
an injury to a muscle or ligament caused by abnormal strain




•
 
he was taken out of the game with a hamstring pull.










6.
 
a printer's proof.




7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a force drawing someone or something in a particular direction or course of action




•
 
the pull of the water tore her away




•
 
the pull of her hometown was a strong one.










8.
 
something exerting an influence or attraction




•
 
one of the pulls of urban life is the opportunity of finding work.










9.
 
the condition of being able to exercise influence




•
 
they were hamstrung without the political pull of the mayor's office.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
like pulling teeth








‹informal›

 extremely difficult to do




•
 
it had been like pulling teeth to extract these two small items from Moore.















2.
 
pull a face (or faces)






see face
 .









3.
 
pull a fast one






see fast
 1
 .









4.
 
pull someone's leg






deceive someone playfully; tease someone.









5.
 
pull out all the stops






see stop
 .









6.
 
pull the plug





a.
 


‹informal›

 prevent something from happening or continuing




•
 
the company 
pulled the plug on

 the deal because it was not satisfied with the terms.










b.
 


‹informal›

 remove (a patient) from life support




•
 
we'll be talking to people who 
pulled the plug on

 their mothers.















7.
 
pull (one's) punches






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — be less forceful, severe, or violent than one could be




•
 
a sharp-tongued critic who doesn't pull his punches.















8.
 
pull rank






see rank
 1
 .









9.
 
pull one's socks up






see sock
 .









10.
 
pull strings






make use of one's influence and contacts to gain an advantage unofficially or unfairly.









11.
 
pull the strings






be in control of events or of other people's actions.









12.
 
pull together






cooperate in a task or undertaking.









13.
 
pull oneself together






recover control of one's emotions.









14.
 
pull one's weight






do one's fair share of work.









15.
 
pull wires








(US)

 make use of one's influence and contacts to gain an advantage unofficially or unfairly.









16.
 
pull the wool over someone's eyes






see wool
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pull back (or pull someone/something back)





a.
 
retreat or cause troops to retreat from an area




•
 
the pact called on the rival forces to pull back and allow a neutral force to take control.










b.
 
(
pull back

 )
 — withdraw from an undertaking




•
 
the party pulled back from its only positive policy.















2.
 
pull something down





a.
 
demolish a building.




b.
 


‹informal›

 earn a sum of money




•
 
he was pulling down sixty grand.















3.
 
pull in





a.
 
(of a vehicle or its driver) move to the side of or off the road




•
 
he pulled in at the curb.










b.
 
(of a bus or train) arrive to take passengers.









4.
 
pull someone/something in





a.
 
succeed in securing or obtaining something




•
 
the Reform Party pulled in 10% of the vote.










b.
 


‹informal›

 earn a sum of money




•
 
you could pull in $100,000.










c.
 


‹informal›

 arrest someone




•
 
I'd pull him in for questioning.










d.
 
use reins to check a horse.









5.
 
pull something off








‹informal›

 succeed in achieving or winning something difficult




•
 
he pulled off a brilliant first round win.















6.
 
pull out





a.
 
withdraw from an undertaking




•
 
he was forced to 
pull out of

 the championship because of an injury.










b.
 
retreat or cause to retreat from an area




•
 
the army pulled out, leaving the city in ruins




•
 (
pull someone out

 )
 
the CIA had pulled its operatives out of Tripoli.










c.
 
(of a bus or train) leave with its passengers.




d.
 
(of a vehicle or its driver) move out from the side of the road, or from its normal position in order to pass




•
 
as he turned the corner, a police car pulled out in front of him.















7.
 
pull over






(of a vehicle or its driver) move to the side of or off the road.









8.
 
pull someone over






cause a driver to move to the side of the road to be charged for a traffic offense




•
 
he was pulled over for speeding.















9.
 
pull through (or pull someone/something through)






get through or enable someone or something to get through an illness or other dangerous or difficult situation




•
 
the illness is difficult to overcome, but we hope she'll pull through.















10.
 
pull up





a.
 
(of a vehicle or its driver) come to a halt




•
 
he pulled up outside the cabin.










b.
 
increase the altitude of an aircraft.









11.
 
pull someone up





a.
 
cause someone to stop or pause; check someone




•
 
the shock of his words 
pulled her up short

 .










b.
 
reprimand someone.












V.
 
derivatives





puller

 
/ˈpo͝olər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
pullian

 ‘pluck, snatch’; origin uncertain; the sense has developed from expressing a short sharp action to one of sustained force.





pull-apart

 
/ˈpo͝oləˌpärt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 denoting an area that has been ruptured or stretched by tensional stresses or the resulting faulting.













pullback

 
/ˈpo͝olˌbak/






noun



1.
 
an act of withdrawing troops.




2.
 
a reduction in price or demand




•
 
there is no sign of a consumer pullback.



















pull cord






noun




a cord that operates a mechanism when pulled.














pull-down

 
/ˈpo͝ol ˌdoun/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 (of a menu) appearing below a menu title only while selected.

Compare with drop-down
 .








II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a pull-down menu.













pulled pork






noun




pork cooked slowly over low heat until it is tender enough to be pulled into strips, often prepared with a barbecue sauce.














pullet

 
/ˈpo͝olət/





I.
 
noun




a young hen, especially one less than one year old.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
poulet

 , diminutive of 
poule

 , from the feminine of Latin 
pullus

 ‘chicken, young animal.’





pulley

 
/ˈpo͝olē/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
pulley wheel

 )


1.
 
a wheel with a grooved rim around which a cord passes. It acts to change the direction of a force applied to the cord and is chiefly used (typically in combination) to raise heavy weights.

Compare with block
 (
sense

 7 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
(on a bicycle) a wheel with a toothed rim around which the chain passes.




3.
 
a wheel or drum fixed on a shaft and turned by a belt, used especially to increase speed or power.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hoist with a pulley.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
polie

 , probably from a medieval Greek diminutive of 
polos

 ‘pivot, axis.’





pulley block






noun




a block or casing in which one or more pulleys are mounted.













pull hitter






noun






[Baseball]

 a hitter who normally drives the ball in the direction of the follow-through of the bat.













pull-in

 
/ˈpo͝olˌin/






noun



1.
 
an area at the side of the road where motorists may pull off the road and stop.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a roadside cafe.













Pullman1


 
/ˈpo͝olmən/






a commercial city in southeastern Washington State, on the Palouse River, home to Washington State University; pop. 26,920 (est. 2008).









Pullman2


 
/ˈpo͝olmən/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a railroad car affording special comfort, especially one with sleeping berths




•
 
a train of Pullman cars.










2.
 
a train consisting of Pullman cars.




3.
 
(
pullman

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a large suitcase designed to fit under the seat in a Pullman car.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after George M. 
Pullman

 (1831–97), its American designer.





Pullman, George Mortimer






(1831–97) US industrialist. The founder of the Pullman Palace Car Company in 1867, he converted railroad coaches into sleeping cars with lower and upper berths. He also designed the first railroad dining car in 1868. The town of Pullman, Illinois, was built to house his workers.









pull-off

 
/ˈpo͝olôf/






noun




an area on the side of a road where a motorist may park, typically in a scenic area.













pull-on

 
/ˈpo͝olän/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a garment) designed to be put on without the need to undo any fastenings




•
 
pull-on trousers with an elastic waist.














II.
 
noun




a pull-on garment.













pullout

 
/ˈpo͝olout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a section of a magazine or newspaper that is designed to be detached and kept for rereading




•
 
don't miss Monday's 8-page NBA pullout.










2.
 
a withdrawal, especially from military involvement or participation in a commercial venture.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
designed to be pulled out of the usual position




•
 
pullout wire baskets at the bottom of one cupboard.










2.
 
(of a section of a magazine, newspaper, or other publication) designed to be detached and kept.













pullover

 
/ˈpo͝olˌōvər/






noun




a garment, especially a sweater or jacket, put on over the head and covering the top half of the body.













pull-quote

 
/ˈpo͝olˌkwōt/






noun






(US)

 a brief, attention-catching quotation, typically in a distinctive typeface, taken from the main text of an article and used as a subheading or graphic feature.













pull tab

 
/ˈpo͝ol ˌtab/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ring or tab that is pulled to open a can.




2.
 


(US)

 a gambling card with a tab that can be pulled back to reveal a row or rows of symbols, with prizes for matching symbols.













pullulate

 
/ˈpəlyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
pullulating

 )


1.
 
breed or spread so as to become extremely common




•
 
the pullulating family.










2.
 
be very crowded; be full of life and activity




•
 
the supertowers of our pullulating megalopolis.














II.
 
derivatives





pullulation

 
/ˌpəlyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
pullulat-

 ‘sprouted,’ from the verb 
pullulare

 , from 
pullulus

 , diminutive of 
pullus

 ‘young animal.’





pull-up

 
/ˈpo͝ol ˌəp/






noun



1.
 
an exercise involving raising oneself with one's arms by pulling up against a horizontal bar fixed above one's head.




2.
 
an act of pulling up; a sudden stop.














pulmonary

 
/ˈpəlməˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the lungs




•
 
pulmonary blood flow.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pulmonarius

 , from 
pulmo

 , 
pulmon-

 ‘lung.’





pulmonary artery






noun




the artery carrying blood from the right ventricle of the heart to the lungs for oxygenation.













pulmonary vein






noun




a vein carrying oxygenated blood from the lungs to the left atrium of the heart.













Pulmonata

 
/ˌpo͝olməˈnätə, pəl-, -ˈnātə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of mollusks that includes the land snails and slugs and many freshwater snails. They have a modified mantle cavity that acts as a lung for breathing air.

[Subclass 
Pulmonata

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
pulmo

 , 
pulmon-

 ‘lung.’





pulmonate

 
/ˈpəlməˌnāt ˈpo͝olməˌnāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mollusk of the group Pulmonata, which includes the land snails and slugs and many freshwater snails.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting pulmonates.













pulmonic

 
/pəlˈmänik/






adjective




another term for pulmonary
 .













pulp

 
/pəlp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, wet, shapeless mass of material




•
 
boiling with soda will reduce your peas to pulp.










2.
 
the soft fleshy part of a fruit.




3.
 
a soft wet mass of fibers derived from rags or wood, used in papermaking.




4.
 
vascular tissue filling the interior cavity and root canals of a tooth.




5.
 


[Mining]

 pulverized ore mixed with water.




6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — popular or sensational writing that is generally regarded as being of poor quality




•
 
the story is a mix of pulp fiction and Greek tragedy.







[because formerly printed on cheap paper.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crush into a soft, shapeless mass.




2.
 
withdraw (a publication) from the market and recycle the paper.








III.
 
phrases





beat (or smash) someone to a pulp






beat someone severely.












IV.
 
derivatives





pulper

 
/ˈpəlpər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the soft fleshy part of fruit): from Latin 
pulpa

 . The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





pulp cavity

 
/pəlp ˈkavədē/






noun




the space in the interior of a tooth that contains the pulp.













pulpit

 
/ˈpəlˌpit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a raised platform or lectern in a church or chapel from which the preacher delivers a sermon.




2.
 
(
the pulpit

 )
 — religious teaching as expressed in sermons; preachers collectively




•
 
the movies could rival the pulpit as an agency molding the ideas of the mass public.










3.
 
a raised platform in the bow of a fishing boat or whaler.




4.
 
a guard rail enclosing a small area at the bow of a yacht.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
pulpitum

 ‘scaffold, platform,’ in medieval Latin ‘pulpit.’





pulpwood

 
/ˈpəlpwo͝od/






noun




wood suitable for making into pulp for making paper.













pulpy

 
/ˈpəlpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or consisting of pulp; mushy




•
 
simmer gently until the fruit is very soft and pulpy.










2.
 
(of writing) sensationalist and of poor quality; trashy




•
 
pulpy detective novels.














II.
 
derivatives





pulpiness






noun






















pulque

 
/ˈpo͝olˌkā, -kē/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican alcoholic drink made by fermenting sap from the maguey.











– origin

 via American Spanish from Nahuatl 
puliúhki

 ‘decomposed.’





pulsar

 
/ˈpəlˌsär/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a celestial object, thought to be a rapidly rotating neutron star, that emits regular pulses of radio waves and other electromagnetic radiation at rates of up to one thousand pulses per second.











– origin

 from 
puls(ating st)ar

 , on the pattern of 
quasar

 .






pulsate

 
/ˈpəlˌsāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expand and contract with strong regular movements




•
 
blood vessels throb and pulsate.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
pulsating

 )
 — produce a regular throbbing sensation or sound




•
 
a pulsating headache.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
pulsating

 )
 — be very exciting




•
 
victory in a pulsating semifinal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pulsation

 
/ˌpəlˈsāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
pulsator

 
/ˈpəlˌsādər /






noun













3.
 
pulsatory

 
/ˈpəlsəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
pulsation

 ): from Latin 
pulsat-

 ‘throbbed, pulsed,’ from the verb 
pulsare

 , frequentative of 
pellere

 ‘to drive, beat.’





pulsatile

 
/ˈpəlsədl ˈpəlsəˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Physiology]

 pulsating; relating to pulsation




•
 
pulsatile tinnitus.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
pulsatilis

 (in 
vena pulsatilis

 ‘artery’), from the verb 
pulsare

 (see pulsate
 ).





pulsatilla

 
/ˌpəlsəˈtilə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the pasqueflower.

[Genus 
Pulsatilla

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, diminutive of 
pulsatus

 ‘battered,’ expressing the notion ‘small flower battered by the wind.’






pulse1


 
/pəls/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rhythmical throbbing of the arteries as blood is propelled through them, typically as felt in the wrists or neck




•
 
the doctor found a faint pulse




•
 
the idea was enough to set my 
pulse racing

 .










2.
 
(usu. 
pulses

 )
 — each successive throb of the arteries or heart.




3.
 
a single vibration or short burst of sound, electric current, light, or other wave




•
 
radio pulses




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a pulse generator.










4.
 
a musical beat or other regular rhythm.




5.
 
the central point of energy and organization in an area or activity




•
 
those close to the financial and economic pulse maintain that there have been fundamental changes.










6.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a measured amount of an isotopic label given to a culture of cells.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throb rhythmically; pulsate




•
 
a knot of muscles at the side of his jaw pulsed.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — modulate (a wave or beam) so that it becomes a series of pulses.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply a pulsed signal to (a device).




4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 short for pulse-label
 .








III.
 
phrases





take (or feel) the pulse of





a.
 
determine the heart rate of (someone) by feeling and timing the pulsation of an artery




•
 
a nurse came in and took his pulse.










b.
 
ascertain the general mood or opinion of




•
 
he hopped around the country to visit stores and take the pulse of consumers.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pulseless






adjective













2.
 
pulser

 
/ˈpəlsər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pulsus

 ‘beating,’ from 
pellere

 ‘to drive, beat.’





pulse2


 
/pəls/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
pulses

 )


1.
 
the edible seeds of various leguminous plants, for example chickpeas, lentils, and beans.




2.
 
the plant or plants producing pulses.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pols

 , from Latin 
puls

 ‘porridge of meal or pulse’; related to pollen
 .





pulse code modulation

 
PCM






noun






[Electronics]

 a pulse modulation technique in which the amplitude of an analog signal is converted to a binary value represented as a series of pulses.














pulse dialing






noun




method of telephone dialing in which each digit is transmitted as a corresponding number of electronic pulses.

Compare with tone dialing
 .













pulse jet

 
/ˈpəls ˌjet/






noun




a type of jet engine in which combustion is intermittent, with the ignition and expulsion of each charge of mixture causing the intake of a fresh charge.














pulse-label

 
/ˈpəlsˌlābəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 subject (cells in a culture) to a pulse of an isotopic label.













pulse modulation

 
/ˈˌpəls ˌmäjəˈlāSHən ˈˌpəls ˌmädyo͝oˈlāSHən/






noun






[Electronics]

 a type of modulation in which pulses are varied in some respect, such as width or amplitude, to represent the amplitude of a signal.













pulse oximeter






noun




an oximeter that measures the proportion of oxygenated hemoglobin in the blood in pulsating vessels, especially the capillaries of the finger or ear.













pultrude

 
/po͝olˈtro͞od, pəl-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
pultruded

 )


1.
 
make (a reinforced plastic article) by drawing resin-coated glass fibers through a heated die.








II.
 
derivatives





pultrusion

 
/-ˈtro͞oZHən /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from 
pul(ling)

 + extrude
 .





pulverize

 
/ˈpəlvəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce to fine particles




•
 
the brick of the villages was pulverized by the bombardment.










2.
 


‹informal›

 defeat utterly




•
 
he had a winning car and pulverized the opposition.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pulverizable






adjective













2.
 
pulverization

 
/ˌpəlv(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌpəlvəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
pulverizer

 
/ˈpəlvəˌrīzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
pulverizare

 , from 
pulvis

 , 
pulver-

 ‘dust.’





pulverulent

 
/ˌpəlˈver(y)ələnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 consisting of fine particles; powdery or crumbly.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
pulverulentus

 , from 
pulvis

 , 
pulver-

 ‘dust.’





pulvinus

 
/pəlˈvīnəs, -ˈvēnəs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an enlarged section at the base of a leaf stalk in some plants that is subject to changes of turgor, leading to movements of the leaf or leaflet.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘cushion.’






puma

 
/ˈp(y)o͞omə/





I.
 
noun




another term for cougar
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Spanish from Quechua.





pumice

 
/ˈpəməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very light and porous volcanic rock formed when a gas-rich froth of glassy lava solidifies rapidly.




2.
 
(also 
pumice stone

 )
 — a piece of porous volcanic rock or a similar substance used as an abrasive, especially for removing hard or callused skin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub with pumice to smooth or clean.








III.
 
derivatives





pumiceous

 
/pyo͞oˈmiSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pomis

 , from a Latin dialect variant of 
pumex

 , 
pumic-

 . Compare with pounce
 2
 .






pummel

 
/ˈpəməl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike repeatedly, typically with the fists




•
 
Bob did not fight back for the fifteen minutes that the half-dozen men pummeled him.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize adversely




•
 
he has been pummeled by the reviewers.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of pommel
 .





pump1


 
/pəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mechanical device using suction or pressure to raise or move liquids, compress gases, or force air into inflatable objects such as tires




•
 
a gas pump.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of moving something by or as if by a pump




•
 
the pump of blood to her heart.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Physiology]

 an active transport mechanism in living cells by which specific ions are moved through the cell membrane against a concentration gradient




•
 
the bacterium's sodium pump.










4.
 
a pump-action shotgun.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (liquid, gas, etc.) to move in a specified direction by or as if by means of a pump




•
 
the blood is pumped around the body




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
if we pump long enough, we should bring the level up.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in spurts as though driven by a pump




•
 
blood was pumping from a wound in his shoulder.










3.
 


‹informal›

 try to elicit information from (someone) by persistent questioning




•
 
she began to 
pump

 her friend 
for

 details.










4.
 
fill (something such as a tire or balloon) with liquid or gas using a pump




•
 
I fetched the bike and 
pumped up

 the back tire




•
 
my veins had been 
pumped full

 of glucose.










5.
 
shoot (bullets) into a target.




6.
 
move vigorously up and down


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we had to pump the handle like mad




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
that's superb running—look at his legs pumping.










7.
 
apply and release (a brake pedal or lever) several times in quick succession, typically to prevent skidding.




8.
 


[Baseball]

 move one's arm as if throwing a ball held in the hand, but without releasing the ball


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
behind the plate Howard double-pumped, then threw to second.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
pump someone's hand






shake a person's hand vigorously.









2.
 
pump iron








‹informal›

 exercise with weights.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
pump something in/into








‹informal›

 invest a large amount of money in (something)




•
 
he pumped all his savings into building the boat.















2.
 
pump something out






produce or emit (something) in large quantities or amounts




•
 
that little printing press pumped out our brochures for more than twenty years.















3.
 
pump something up





a.
 


‹informal›

 increase




•
 
she needs to read and pump up her political grip.










b.
 
turn up the volume of (music)




•
 
let's pump up those tunes, man.










c.
 
give inappropriate support and encouragement to




•
 
we let them pump up our egos.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in nautical use): related to Dutch 
pomp

 ‘ship's pump’ (earlier in the sense ‘wooden or metal conduit’), probably partly of imitative origin.





pump2


 
/pəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light shoe, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a woman's plain, lightweight shoe that has a low-cut upper, no fastening, and typically a medium heel.




3.
 
a man's slip-on patent leather shoe for formal wear.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





pump-action

 
/ˈˌpəmp ˈˌakSHən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a repeating firearm, typically a shotgun, in which a new round is brought from the magazine into the breech by a slide action in line with the barrel.




2.
 
denoting a spray dispenser for a liquid such as deodorant or cooking oil that is worked by finger action rather than by internal pressure (as in an aerosol).













pump-and-dump






adjective






‹informal›

 denoting the fraudulent practice of encouraging investors to buy shares in a company in order to inflate the price artificially, and then selling one's own shares while the price is high.













pumped

 
/pəmpt /

 
pumped up






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person) stimulated or filled with enthusiasm or excitement




•
 
I was so pumped that I overdid everything.



















pumper

 
/ˈpəmpər/






noun




a fire engine that carries a hose and pumps water.













pumpernickel

 
/ˈpəmpərˌnikəl/





I.
 
noun




dark, dense German bread made from coarsely ground whole-grain rye.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: transferred use of German 
Pumpernickel

 ‘lout, bumpkin,’ of unknown origin.





pump gun






noun




a pump-action rifle with a tubular magazine.













pump jockey






noun






‹informal›

 a service station attendant.













pumpkin

 
/ˈpəm(p)kən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large rounded orange-yellow fruit with a thick rind, edible flesh, and many seeds.




2.
 


‹informal›

 used as an affectionate term of address, especially to a child.




3.
 
the plant of the gourd family that produces the pumpkin, having tendrils and large lobed leaves and native to warm regions of America.

[Genus 
Cucurbita

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. pepo

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of earlier 
pumpion

 , from obsolete French 
pompon

 , via Latin from Greek 
pepōn

 ‘large melon’ (see pepo
 ).





pumpkinseed

 
/ˈpəm(p)kənˌsēd/






noun




a small, edible, brightly colored freshwater fish of the sunfish family, native to North America. It is popular in aquariums and has been introduced into many European waters.

[
Lepomis gibbosus

 , family 
Centrarchidae

 .]













pump-priming





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the introduction of fluid into a pump to prepare it for working.




2.
 
the stimulation of economic activity by investment


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pump-priming fund.














II.
 
derivatives





pump-primer






noun





















pump room






noun



1.
 
a room, building, or compartment in which pumps are housed or from which they are controlled.




2.
 
a room at a spa where medicinal water is dispensed.




3.
 
a common name for a drinking establishment.













pun

 
/pən/





I.
 
noun




a joke exploiting the different possible meanings of a word or the fact that there are words that sound alike but have different meanings




•
 
the pigs were a squeal (if you'll forgive the pun).














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a joke exploiting the different possible meanings of a word




•
 
his first puzzle punned on composers, with answers like “Handel with care” and “Haydn go seek”




•
 (as 
adj.

 
punning

 )
 
a punning riddle.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
punningly

 
/ˈpəniNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
punster

 
/ˈpənstər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of obsolete 
pundigrion

 , as a fanciful alteration of punctilio
 .





puna

 
/ˈpo͞onə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high treeless plateau in the Peruvian Andes.




2.
 
another term for altitude sickness
 .











– origin

 via American Spanish from Quechua.






punch1


 
/pən(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike with the fist




•
 
she 
punched

 him 
in

 the face and ran off.










2.
 
drive with a blow from the fist




•
 
he punched the ball into his own goal.










3.
 
press (a button or key on a machine).




4.
 
(
punch something in/into

 )
 — enter information by pressing a button or key.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 drive (cattle) by prodding them with a stick.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a blow with the fist.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the strength needed to deliver a blow with the fist




•
 
he has the punch to knock out anyone in his division.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 the power to impress or startle




•
 
photos give their arguments an extra visual punch.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat someone to the punch








‹informal›

 anticipate or forestall someone's actions.









2.
 
punch the (time) clock





a.
 
(of an employee) punch in or out.




b.
 
be employed in a conventional job with regular hours.









3.
 
punch someone's lights out






beat someone up; knock someone unconscious.

[
Lights

 in the sense ‘lungs’ (see lights
 ).]









4.
 
punch one's ticket






do or achieve something that enables one to progress to the next step




•
 
Krueger punched her ticket to the Championships by taking eighth at the NCAA South Regionals.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
punch in (or out)








(N. Amer.)

 register one's arrival at (or departure from) work, especially by means of a time clock




•
 
she couldn't punch in, because there were no time clocks.















2.
 
punch something up





a.
 
use a computer keyboard to call something to the screen




•
 
people will be able to punch up Andy Warhol and get text, photographs, and video on the entire Pop Art period.










b.
 


‹informal›

 enliven




•
 
he needed to punch up his meandering presentation.


















V.
 
derivatives





puncher

 
/ˈpən(t)SHər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘puncture, prod’): variant of pounce
 1
 .






punch2


 
/pən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device or machine for making holes in materials such as paper, leather, metal, and plaster.




2.
 
a tool or machine for impressing a design or stamping a die on a material.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pierce a hole in (metal, paper, leather, etc.) with or as though with a punch.




2.
 
pierce (a hole) with or as though with a punch.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of puncheon
 1
 , or from the verb punch
 1
 .





punch3


 
/pən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a drink made with fruit juices, soda, spices, and sometimes liquor, typically served in small cups from a large bowl.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: apparently from Sanskrit 
pañca

 ‘five, five kinds of’ (because the drink had five ingredients).






punch4


 
/pən(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




(
Punch

 )
 — a grotesque, hook-nosed, humpbacked buffoon, the chief male character of the Punch and Judy show. Punch is the English variant of a stock character derived ultimately from Italian 
commedia dell'arte

 .

Also called Punchinello
 .








II.
 
phrases





pleased as Punch






feeling great delight or pride.

[with allusion to the delight displayed by the character 
Punch

 of the Punch and Judy
 show.]















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a dialect term denoting a short, fat person): abbreviation of Punchinello
 .






Punch and Judy

 
/ˌpən(t)SH (ə)n ˈjo͞odē/






a puppet show presented on the miniature stage of a tall collapsible booth traditionally covered with striped canvas. The show was probably introduced to England from the Continent in the 17th century. Punch is on the manipulator's right hand, remaining on stage all the time, while the left hand provides a series of characters—baby, wife (Judy), priest, doctor, policeman, hangman— for him to nag, beat, and finally kill.









punchbag

 
/ˈpən(t)SHbaɡ/






noun




British term for punching bag
 .













punchball

 
/ˈpən(t)SHbôl/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a team ball game in which a rubber ball is punched or headed.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for punching bag
 .













punchboard

 
/ˈpən(t)SHˌbôrd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a board with holes containing slips of paper that are punched out as a form of gambling, with the object of locating a winning slip.













punch bowl






noun



1.
 
a bowl used for mixing and serving punch.




2.
 
(
punchbowl

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a deep round hollow in a hilly area.













punch card

 
punched card






noun




a card perforated according to a code, for controlling the operation of a machine, used in voting machines and formerly in programming and entering data into computers.














punch-drunk

 
/ˈpənCHˌdrəNGk/






adjective




stupefied by or as if by a series of heavy blows to the head.













punched tape

 
/pənCHt tāp/






noun




a paper tape perforated according to a code, formerly used for conveying instructions or data to a data processor.














puncheon1


 
/ˈpən(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short post, especially one used for supporting the roof in a coal mine.




2.
 


(US)

 a rough board or other length of wood, usually with one flattened side, used for flooring or building.




3.
 
another term for punch
 2
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
poinchon

 , probably based on Latin 
punct-

 ‘punctured,’ from the verb 
pungere

 . Compare with the noun pounce
 1
 .





puncheon2


 
/ˈpən(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a large cask for liquids or other commodities holding from 72 to 120 gallons.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
poinchon

 , of uncertain origin although forms in Old French and English correspond to those of puncheon
 1
 .






Punchinello

 
/ˌpən(t)SHəˈnelō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another name for punch
 4
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a short, stout, comical-looking person.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of Neapolitan dialect 
Polecenella

 , perhaps a diminutive of 
pollecena

 ‘young turkey cock with a hooked beak,’ from 
pulcino

 ‘chicken,’ from Latin 
pullus

 .






punching bag

 
/ˈpənCHiNG ˌbaɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a stuffed or inflated bag, typically cylindrical or pear-shaped, suspended so it can be punched for exercise or training, especially by boxers.













punch line






noun




the final phrase or sentence of a joke or story, providing the humor or some other crucial element.













punch press






noun




a press that is designed to drive a punch for shaping metal.













punchy

 
/ˈpən(t)SHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an immediate impact; forceful




•
 
his style is journalistic, with short punchy sentences.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for punch-drunk
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
punchily

 
/ˈpənCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
punchiness






noun





















puncta

 
/ˈpəNGktə/






plural form of punctum
 .









punctae

 
/ˈpəNGktē, -ˌtī/





I.
 
plural noun






[Biology]

 minute rounded dots or spots of color, or small elevations or depressions on a surface.











– origin

 modern Latin (plural).





punctate

 
/ˈpəNGktāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 studded with or denoting dots or tiny holes.








II.
 
derivatives





punctation

 
/ˌpəNG(k)ˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
punctum

 ‘point’ + -ate
 2
 .






punctilio

 
/ˌpəNG(k)ˈtilēō/





I.
 
noun




a fine or petty point of conduct or procedure.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
puntiglio(n-)

 and Spanish 
puntillo

 , diminutive of 
punto

 ‘a point.’





punctilious

 
/ˌpəNG(k)ˈtilēəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing great attention to detail or correct behavior




•
 
he was punctilious in providing every amenity for his guests.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
punctiliously

 
/ˌpəNG(k)ˈtilēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
punctiliousness

 
/ˌpəNG(k)ˈtilēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
pointilleux

 , from 
pointille

 , from Italian 
puntiglio

 (see punctilio
 ).






punctual

 
/ˈpəNG(k)(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening or doing something at the agreed or proper time; on time




•
 
he's the sort of man who's always punctual.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting or relating to an action that takes place at a particular point in time.

Contrasted with durative
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
punctualis

 , from Latin 
punctum

 ‘a point.’





punctuality

 
/pəNGkCHo͞oˈalədē/






noun




the fact or quality of being on time




•
 
he was a stickler for punctuality




•
 
improvements in the punctuality of trains.



















punctually

 
/ˈpəNG(k)(t)SH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




at the agreed or proper time; promptly




•
 
four out of five trains were arriving punctually.




















punctuate

 
/ˈpəNG(k)(t)SHəˌwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur at intervals throughout (a continuing event or a place)




•
 
the country's history has been 
punctuated by

 coups.










2.
 
(
punctuate something with

 )
 — interrupt or intersperse (an activity) with




•
 
she punctuates her conversation with snatches of song.










3.
 
insert punctuation marks in (text).











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘point out’): from medieval Latin 
punctuat-

 ‘brought to a point,’ from the verb 
punctuare

 , from 
punctum

 ‘a point.’





punctuated equilibrium






noun






[Biology]

 the hypothesis that evolutionary development is marked by isolated episodes of rapid speciation between long periods of little or no change.













punctuation

 
/ˌpəNG(k)(t)SHəˈwāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the marks, such as period, comma, and parentheses, used in writing to separate sentences and their elements and to clarify meaning.




2.
 


[Biology]

 rapid or sudden speciation, as posited by the theory of punctuated equilibrium.








II.
 
derivatives





punctuational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
punctuatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
punctuare

 (see punctuate
 ).





punctuationist

 
/ˌpəNG(k)(t)SHo͞oˈāSH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a person who believes in or advocates the hypothesis of punctuated equilibrium.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
punctuationalism

 
/-ˈāSHənlˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
punctuationalist

 
/-ˈāSHənl-ist /






adjective













3.
 
punctuationism

 
/-ˈāSHəˌnizəm /






noun






















punctum

 
/ˈpəNGktəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a small, distinct point.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Anatomy]

 the opening of a tear duct.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (figuratively, denoting a point): from Latin, literally ‘a point.’






puncture

 
/ˈpəNGk(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small hole in a tire resulting in an escape of air




•
 
she was on her way home when she had a puncture.










2.
 
a small hole in something such as the skin, caused by a sharp object




•
 
surgeons operate through small punctures in the skin




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a puncture wound.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a puncture in (something)




•
 
one of the knife blows had punctured a lung.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sustain a puncture




•
 
the tire had punctured and it would have to be replaced.










3.
 
cause a sudden collapse of (mood or feeling)




•
 
the earlier mood of optimism was punctured.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
punctura

 , from 
punct-

 ‘pricked,’ from the verb 
pungere

 . The verb dates from the late 17th cent.






pundit

 
/ˈpəndət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expert in a particular subject or field who is frequently called on to give opinions about it to the public




•
 
a globe-trotting financial pundit.










2.
 
variant spelling of pandit
 .








II.
 
derivatives





punditry

 
/ˈpəndətrē /






noun





pundit
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
paṇḍita

 ‘learned.’





punditocracy

 
/ˌpəndiˈtäkrəsē/






noun






‹informal›

 an elite or influential class of experts or political commentators.













pungent

 
/ˈpənjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a sharply strong taste or smell




•
 
the pungent smell of frying onions.










2.
 
(of comment, criticism, or humor) having a sharp and caustic quality.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pungency

 
/ˈpənjənsē /






noun













2.
 
pungently

 
/ˈpənj(ə)ntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘very painful or distressing’): from Latin 
pungent-

 ‘pricking,’ from the verb 
pungere

 .





Punic

 
/ˈpyo͞onik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Carthage.








II.
 
noun




the language of ancient Carthage, related to Phoenician.











– origin

 from Latin 
Punicus

 (earlier 
Poenicus

 ), from 
Poenus

 , from Greek 
Phoinix

 ‘Phoenician.’





Punic Wars

 
/ˈpyo͞onik wô(ə)rz/





I.
 
three wars between Rome and Carthage that led to the undisputed dominance of Rome in the western Mediterranean.





In the first Punic War (264–241 
BC

 ), Rome secured Sicily from Carthage and established itself as a naval power; in the second (218–201 
BC

 ), the defeat of Hannibal (largely through the generalship of Fabius Cunctator and Scipio Africanus) put an end to Carthage's position as a Mediterranean power; the third (149–146 
BC

 ) ended in the total destruction of the city of Carthage.





punim

 
/ˈpo͝onim/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (chiefly in Jewish use) a person's face




•
 
look at that punim, as my grandma would say!




•
 
how can you not love this punim?

















– origin

 from Yiddish 
ponem

 , 
punem

 , from Hebrew 
pānīm

 .






punish

 
/ˈpəniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inflict a penalty or sanction on (someone) as retribution for an offense, especially a transgression of a legal or moral code




•
 
I have done wrong and I'm being 
punished for

 it.










2.
 
inflict a penalty or sanction on someone for (such an offense)




•
 
fraudulent acts would be punished by up to two years in prison.










3.
 
treat (someone) in an unfairly harsh way




•
 
a rise in prescription charges would punish the poor.










4.
 
subject (someone or something) to severe and debilitating treatment.








II.
 
derivatives





punisher






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
puniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
punir

 ‘punish,’ from Latin 
punire

 , from 
poena

 ‘penalty.’





punishable

 
/ˈpənəSHəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of an act) subject to a judicial punishment




•
 
a criminal offense 
punishable by

 up to three years in jail




•
 
a punishable offense.



















punishing

 
/ˈpənəSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
physically and mentally demanding; arduous




•
 
a punishing eight-city book tour.










2.
 
severe and debilitating




•
 
the recession was having a punishing effect on our business.














II.
 
derivatives





punishingly






adverb





















punishment

 
/ˈpəniSHmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the infliction or imposition of a penalty as retribution for an offense




•
 
crime demands just punishment.










2.
 
the penalty inflicted




•
 
she assisted her husband to escape 
punishment for

 the crime




•
 
he approved of stiff punishments for criminals.










3.
 


‹informal›

 rough treatment or handling inflicted on or suffered by a person or thing




•
 
your machine can 
take

 a fair amount of 
punishment

 before falling to pieces.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
punissement

 , from the verb 
punir

 (see punish
 ).





punitive

 
/ˈpyo͞onədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
inflicting or intended as punishment




•
 
he called for punitive measures against the Eastern bloc.










2.
 
(of a tax or other charge) extremely high




•
 
a current punitive interest rate of 31.3%.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
punitively






adverb













2.
 
punitiveness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
punitif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
punitivus

 , from Latin 
punit-

 ‘punished,’ from the verb 
punire

 (see punish
 ).





punitive damages






plural noun






[Law]

 damages exceeding simple compensation and awarded to punish the defendant.













Punjab

 
/ˈpənjäb /

 
the Punjab





I.
 
a region of northwestern India and Pakistan, a wide, fertile plain traversed by the Indus River and the five tributaries that gave the region its name.




II.
 
a province of Pakistan; capital, Lahore.




III.
 
a state of India; capital, Chandigarh.







– origin

 from Hindi 
panj

 ‘five’ + 
āb

 ‘waters.’





Punjabi

 
/pənˈjäbē /

 
Panjabi





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Punjab.




2.
 
the Indic language of Punjab.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Punjab or its people or language.











– origin

 from Hindi 
pãjābī

 .





punji stick

 
/ˈpənjē ˌstik /

 
punji stake





I.
 
noun




a sharpened bamboo stake, typically one tipped with poison, set in a camouflaged hole in the ground as a means of defense, especially in Southeast Asia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
punji

 probably of Tibeto-Burman origin.






punk

 
/pəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a worthless person (often used as a general term of abuse).




2.
 
a criminal or hoodlum.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹derogatory›

 (in prison slang) a passive male homosexual.




4.
 
an inexperienced young person; a novice.




5.
 
(also 
punk rock

 )
 — a loud, fast-moving, and aggressive form of rock music, popular in the late 1970s and early 1980s.




6.
 
(also 
punk rocker

 )
 — an admirer or player of punk rock, typically characterized by colored spiked hair and clothing decorated with safety pins or zippers.




7.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 soft, crumbly wood that has been attacked by fungus, sometimes used as tinder.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in poor or bad condition




•
 
I felt too punk to eat.










2.
 
relating to punk rock and its associated subculture




•
 
a punk band




•
 
a punk haircut.














III.
 
derivatives





punkish






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): perhaps, in some senses, related to archaic 
punk

 ‘prostitute,’ also to spunk
 .





punkah

 
/ˈpəNGkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (in India) a large cloth fan on a frame suspended from the ceiling, moved backward and forward by pulling on a cord.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 
(Indian)

 an electric fan.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
pakṣaka

 , from 
pakṣa

 ‘wing.’





punker

 
/ˈpəNGkər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a punk rocker.













punkette

 
/ˌpəNGˈket/





I.
 
noun




a female punk rocker.











– origin

 1980s: from punk
 + the feminine suffix -ette
 .





punky

 
/ˈpəNGkē/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by or resembling punk rock music




•
 
a punky pop band




•
 
rock and blues with a punky edge.










2.
 
resembling an admirer or player of punk rock in appearance or attitude




•
 
punky chicks.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) worthless




•
 
Kelly's punky little brother.



















punnet

 
/ˈpənət/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a small light basket or other container for fruit or vegetables




•
 


a punnet of

 strawberries.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps a diminutive of dialect 
pun

 ‘a pound.’





punt1


 
/pənt/





I.
 
noun




a long, narrow, flat-bottomed boat, square at both ends and propelled with a long pole, used on inland waters chiefly for recreation.








II.
 
verb




travel or convey in a punt.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
ponto

 , denoting a flat-bottomed ferryboat; readopted in the early 16th cent. from Middle Low German 
punte

 or Middle Dutch 
ponte

 ‘ferryboat,’ of the same origin.





punt2


 
/pənt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 kick (the ball) after it is dropped from the hands and before it reaches the ground




•
 
he used to be able to punt a football farther than anyone.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an offensive team) turn possession over to the defensive team by punting the ball after failing to make a first down




•
 
the Raiders could get nowhere with their possession, and had to punt.










3.
 
(of a player) act as the punter.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — delay in answering or taking action; equivocate




•
 
he would continue to punt on questions of Medicare.














II.
 
noun




an act of punting a ball.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from dialect 
punt

 ‘push forcibly’ Compare with bunt
 3
 .





punt3


 
/pənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in some gambling card games) place a bet against the bank.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 bet or speculate on something




•
 
investors are 
punting on

 a takeover.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a bet




•
 
those 
taking a punt on

 the company's success.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
ponte

 ‘player against the bank,’ from Spanish 
punto

 ‘a point.’






punt4


 
/po͝ont/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of the Republic of Ireland (until replaced by the euro), equal to 100 Irish pence.











– origin

 Irish, literally ‘pound.’





Punta Arenas

 
/ˌpo͝ontə əˈrānəs/






a port in southern Chile, on the Strait of Magellan; pop. 120,000 (est. 2006).









punter

 
/ˈpən(t)ər/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 
[Rugby]

 a player who punts.




2.
 
a person who propels or travels in a punt.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who gambles, places a bet, or makes a risky investment.




4.
 
a customer or client, especially a member of an audience.




5.
 
a prostitute's client.




6.
 
the victim of a swindler or confidence trickster.














punty

 
/ˈpən(t)ē /

 
pontil





I.
 
noun




(in glassmaking) an iron rod used to hold or shape soft glass.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
pontil

 (see pontil
 ).





Punxsutawney

 
/ˌpəNGksəˈtônē/






a borough in west central Pennsylvania, the home of Punxsutawney Phil, a groundhog whose movements are closely observed by the media each February 2 in order to predict the length of winter.










puny

 
/ˈpyo͞onē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
small and weak




•
 
skeletal, white-faced, puny children.










2.
 
poor in quality, amount, or size




•
 
the army was reduced to a puny 100,000 men.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
punily

 
/ˈpyo͞onl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
puniness

 
/ˈpyo͞onēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting a younger or more junior person): phonetic spelling of puisne
 .






pup

 
/pəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young dog.




2.
 
a young wolf, seal, rat, or other mammal.




3.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a cheeky or arrogant boy or young man




•
 
you saucy 
young pup

 !














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of female dogs and certain other animals) give birth to young.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in pup






(of a female dog) pregnant.









2.
 
sell someone (or buy) a pup








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 swindle someone (or be swindled), especially by selling (or buying) something worthless.















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘arrogant young man’): back-formation from puppy
 , interpreted as a diminutive.






pupa

 
/ˈpyo͞opə/





I.
 
noun




an insect in its inactive immature form between larva and adult, e.g., a chrysalis.








II.
 
derivatives





pupal

 
/ˈpyo͞op(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
pupa

 ‘girl, doll.’





puparium

 
/ˌpyo͞oˈperēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 the hardened last larval skin that encloses the pupa in some insects, especially higher diptera.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 a pupa enclosed in a puparium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from pupa
 , on the pattern of words such as 
herbarium

 .





pupate

 
/ˈpyo͞oˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a larva) become a pupa.








II.
 
derivatives





pupation

 
/ˌpyo͞oˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun





















pupfish

 
/ˈpəpˌfiSH/






noun




a small fish found in fresh or brackish water in the deserts of the southwestern US and northern Mexico.

[Genus 
Cyprinodon

 , family 
Cyprinodontidae

 : several species, some of which are confined to single pools.]













pupil1


 
/ˈpyo͞opəl/





I.
 
noun




a student in school.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘orphan, ward’): from Old French 
pupille

 , from Latin 
pupillus

 (diminutive of 
pupus

 ‘boy’) and 
pupilla

 (diminutive of 
pupa

 ‘girl’).





pupil2


 
/ˈpyo͞opəl/





I.
 
noun




the dark circular opening in the center of the iris of the eye, varying in size to regulate the amount of light reaching the retina.








II.
 
derivatives





pupillary

 
/ˈpyo͞opəˌlerē /

 
pupilary






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
pupille

 or Latin 
pupilla

 , diminutive of 
pupa

 ‘doll’ (so named from the tiny reflected images visible in the eye).





pupilage

 
/ˈpyo͞opəlij /

 
pupillage






noun




the state of being a pupil or student.













pupiparous

 
/pyo͞oˈpipərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of certain flies, e.g., the tsetse) producing young that are already ready to pupate.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
pupipara

 (neuter plural of 
pupiparus

 ‘bringing forth young’) + -ous
 .






puppet

 
/ˈpəpət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a movable model of a person or animal that is used in entertainment and is typically moved either by strings controlled from above or by a hand inside it.




2.
 
a person, party, or state under the control of another person, group, or power




•
 
he was little more than a puppet of his aides.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a doll): later form of poppet
 , generally having a more unfavorable connotation.





puppeteer

 
/ˌpəpəˈtir/





I.
 
noun




a person who works puppets.








II.
 
derivatives





puppeteering






noun





















puppetmaster

 
/ˈpəpətˌmastər/






noun




a person, group, or country that covertly controls another




•
 
the puppetmaster behind the current administration.



















puppetry

 
/ˈpəpətrē/






noun



1.
 
the art of operating puppets, typically either by strings controlled from above or by hand




•
 
theater for children featuring dance, puppetry, and music




•
 
shadow puppetry.










2.
 
pretense; artifice




•
 
the leadership is phony with their religio-political puppetry.



















Puppis

 
/ˈpəpis /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Poop or Stern), lying partly in the Milky Way south of Canis Major and originally part of Argo.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Puppis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Zeta Puppis.













– origin

 Latin.






puppy

 
/ˈpəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young dog.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a conceited or arrogant young man




•
 
you ungrateful puppy.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person or thing of a specified kind




•
 
patient bargain hunters can often find these puppies gathering dust at garage sales.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
puppyhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
puppyish

 
/ˈpəpēiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a lapdog): perhaps from Old French 
poupee

 ‘doll, plaything’; compare with puppet
 , synonymous with dialect 
puppy

 (as in 
puppy-show

 ‘puppet show’).





puppy dog






noun




a child's word for a puppy.













puppy fat

 
//






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 fat on the body of a baby or child that disappears around adolescence.













puppy love

 
/ˈpəpē ˌləv/






noun




an intense but relatively shallow romantic attachment, typically associated with adolescents.













puppy mill

 


‹Brit.›

 puppy farm






noun






‹derogatory›

 an establishment that breeds puppies for sale, typically on an intensive basis and in conditions regarded as inhumane




•
 
they are urging a national boycott of pet stores that sell puppies bred in puppy mills.



















pup tent

 
/ˈpəp ˌtent/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small triangular tent, especially one with a pole at either end and room for one or two people.














pur-





I.
 
prefix




equivalent to pro-
 1
 (as in 
purloin

 , 
pursue

 ).











– origin

 from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
por-

 , 
pro-

 .





Purana

 
/po͝oˈränə/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
Puranas

 )


1.
 
any of a class of Sanskrit sacred writings containing Hindu legends and folklore of varying date and origin, the most ancient of which dates from the 4th century 
AD

 .








II.
 
derivatives





Puranic

 
/-ˈränik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
purāṇa

 ‘ancient (legend),’ from 
purā

 ‘formerly.’





purblind

 
/ˈpərblīnd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having impaired or defective vision.




2.
 
slow or unable to understand; dimwitted.








II.
 
derivatives





purblindness

 
/ˈpərˌblīnd /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as two words in the sense ‘completely blind’): from the adverb pure
 ‘utterly’ (later assimilated to pur-
 ) + blind
 .





Purcell, Henry

 
/pərˈsel, ˈpərsəl/






(1659–95), English composer. He composed the first English opera, 
Dido and Aeneas

 (1689), and the incidental music for many plays.









purchase

 
/ˈpərCHəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
acquire (something) by paying for it; buy




•
 
Mr. Gill spotted the manuscript at a local auction and purchased it for $1,500.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 obtain or achieve with effort or suffering




•
 
the victory was purchased by the death of Rhiwallon.










3.
 


[Nautical]

 haul in (a rope or cable) or haul up (an anchor) by means of a pulley, lever, etc.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of buying something




•
 
the large number of videos currently available for purchase




•
 
we carefully 
make

 our 
purchases

 after consulting each other.










2.
 
a thing that has been bought




•
 
she stowed her purchases in the car.










3.
 


[Law]

 the acquisition of property by means other than inheritance.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 the annual rent or return from land.




5.
 
a hold or position on something for applying power advantageously, or the advantage gained by such application




•
 
the horse's hooves fought for 
purchase on

 the slippery pavement




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
an attempt to gain a purchase on the soft earth.










6.
 
a block and tackle.








III.
 
derivatives





purchasable

 
/ˈpərCHəsəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pourchacier

 ‘seek to obtain or bring about,’ the earliest sense also in English, which soon gave rise to the senses ‘gain’ (hence, in nautical use, the notion of “gaining” one portion of rope after another) and ‘buy.’





purchaser

 
/ˈpərCHəsər/






noun




a person who buys something; a buyer




•
 
one of the club's prospective purchasers.



















purchasing power

 
//






noun



1.
 
the financial ability to buy products and services.




2.
 
the value of a sum of money




•
 
the purchasing power of a million dollars isn't what it used to be.



















purdah

 
/ˈpərdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice among women in certain Muslim and Hindu societies of living in a separate room or behind a curtain, or of dressing in all-enveloping clothes, in order to stay out of the sight of men or strangers




•
 
he required them to observe purdah




•
 
she was supposed to be 
in purdah

 upstairs.










2.
 
a curtain used for screening off women.




3.
 
a state of seclusion or secrecy




•
 
the supermarket's own self-imposed purdah on the GM issue




•
 
expect the lawyers to re-emerge from their temporary purdah when the legislation is published.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Urdu and Persian 
parda

 ‘veil, curtain.’






pure

 
/pyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not mixed or adulterated with any other substance or material




•
 
cars can run on pure alcohol




•
 
the jacket was pure wool.










2.
 
without any extraneous and unnecessary elements




•
 
the romantic notion of pure art devoid of social responsibility.










3.
 
free of any contamination




•
 
the pure, clear waters of Montana.










4.
 
wholesome and untainted by immorality, especially that of a sexual nature




•
 
our fondness for each other is pure and innocent.










5.
 
(of a sound) perfectly in tune and with a clear tone.




6.
 
(of an animal or plant) of unmixed origin or descent




•
 
the pure Charolais is white or light wheat in the coat.










7.
 
(of a subject of study) dealing with abstract concepts and not practical application




•
 
a theoretical discipline such as pure physics.







Compare with applied
 .




8.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) not joined with another to form a diphthong.




9.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — involving or containing nothing else but; sheer (used for emphasis)




•
 
a shout of pure anger




•
 
an outcome that may be a matter of pure chance.














II.
 
phrases





pure and simple






and nothing else (used for emphasis)




•
 
it was revenge, pure and simple.


















III.
 
derivatives





pureness

 
/ˈpyo͝ornəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
pur

 ‘pure,’ from Latin 
purus

 .





pure-blooded

 
pure-blood






adjective




(of a person or animal) of unmixed ancestry or descent




•
 
a herd of pure-blooded American bison.



















purebred

 
/ˈpyo͝orˌbred/





I.
 
adjective




(of an animal) bred from parents of the same breed or variety.








II.
 
noun




an animal bred from parents of the same breed or variety.













pure culture






noun






[Microbiology]

 a culture in which only one strain or clone is present.













puree

 
/pyo͝oˈrā pyo͝oˈrē /

 
purée





I.
 
noun




a smooth, creamy substance made of liquidized or crushed fruit or vegetables




•
 
stir in the tomato puree.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a puree of (fruit or vegetables).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
purée

 , literally ‘purified,’ feminine past participle of 
purer

 .





pure line

 
/pyo͝o(ə)r līn/






noun






[Biology]

 an inbred line of genetic descent.













purely

 
/ˈpyo͝orlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a pure manner




•
 
act nobly, speak purely, and think charitably.










2.
 
entirely; exclusively




•
 
the purpose of the meeting was purely to give information.



















pure play

 
pure player






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a company that focuses exclusively on a particular product or service in order to obtain a large market share.




2.
 
a company that operates only on the Internet.













pure science






noun




a science depending on deductions from demonstrated truths, such as mathematics or logic, or studied without regard to practical applications.













purfle

 
/ˈpərfəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental border, typically one inlaid on the back or belly of a violin.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an ornamental or embroidered edge of a garment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
purfling

 )


1.
 
decorate (something) with an ornamental border.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
porfil

 (noun), 
porfiler

 (verb), based on Latin 
pro

 ‘forward’ + 
filum

 ‘thread.’





purgation

 
/ˌpərˈɡāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the purification or cleansing of someone or something




•
 
the purgation by ritual violence of morbid social emotions.










2.
 
(in Roman Catholic doctrine) the spiritual cleansing of a soul in purgatory.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the action of clearing oneself of accusation or suspicion by an oath or ordeal.




4.
 
evacuation of the bowels brought about by laxatives.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
purgacion

 , from Latin 
purgatio(n-)

 , from 
purgare

 ‘purify’ (see purge
 ).





purgative

 
/ˈpərɡədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strongly laxative in effect.




2.
 
having the effect of ridding someone of unwanted feelings or memories




•
 
the purgative action of language.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a laxative.




2.
 
a thing that rids someone of unwanted feelings or memories




•
 
confrontation would be a purgative.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
purgatif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
purgativus

 , from 
purgat-

 ‘purified,’ from the verb 
purgare

 (see purge
 ).





purgatory

 
/ˈpərɡəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Roman Catholic doctrine) a place or state of suffering inhabited by the souls of sinners who are expiating their sins before going to heaven.




2.
 
mental anguish or suffering




•
 
this was purgatory, worse than anything she'd faced in her life.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 having the quality of cleansing or purifying




•
 
infernal punishments are purgatory and medicinal.














III.
 
derivatives





purgatorial

 
/ˌpərɡəˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
purgatorie

 or medieval Latin 
purgatorium

 , neuter (used as a noun) of late Latin 
purgatorius

 ‘purifying,’ from the verb 
purgare

 (see purge
 ).






purge

 
/pərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rid (someone) of an unwanted feeling, memory, or condition, typically giving a sense of cathartic release




•
 
Bob had helped 
purge

 Martha 
of

 the terrible guilt that had haunted her.










2.
 
free someone from (an unwanted feeling, memory, or condition).




3.
 
remove (a group of people considered undesirable) from an organization or place in an abrupt or violent manner




•
 
he purged all but 26 of the central committee members.










4.
 
remove a group of undesirable people from (an organization or place) in an abrupt or violent way




•
 
an opportunity to 
purge

 the party 
of

 unsatisfactory members.










5.
 


[Law]

 atone for or wipe out (contempt of court).




6.
 
physically remove (something) completely




•
 
a cold air blower 
purges

 residual solvents 
from

 the body.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
purging

 )
 — evacuate one's bowels, especially as a result of taking a laxative.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an abrupt or violent removal of a group of people from an organization or place




•
 
a purge of the ruling class is absolutely necessary




•
 
a victim of the cultural purges.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a laxative.








III.
 
derivatives





purger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the legal sense ‘clear oneself of a charge’): from Old French 
purgier

 , from Latin 
purgare

 ‘purify,’ from 
purus

 ‘pure.’






puri

 
/ˈpo͝orē /

 
poori





I.
 
noun




(in Indian cooking) a small, round, flat piece of bread made of unleavened wheat flour, deep-fried and served with meat or vegetables.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
pūrikā

 .





purification

 
/ˌpyo͞orəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the removal of contaminants from something




•
 
water purification




•
 
his blood is pumped out and, after purification, pumped back in.










2.
 
the process of extracting something from a substance




•
 
the purification of DNA from any sample type.










3.
 
the process of making something spiritually or ceremonially clean




•
 
purification of the mind through reflection and contemplation




•
 
the goal of the religious fast is purification of the soul




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
being conscious of evil, they engaged in purifications.



















purify

 
/ˈpyo͝orəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove contaminants from




•
 
the filtration plant is able to purify 70 tons of water a day




•
 
a group of 19th-century German painters who set out to purify art




•
 (as 
adj.

 
purified

 )
 
purified linseed oil.










2.
 
make ceremonially clean




•
 
a ritual bath to purify the soul.










3.
 
(
purify something from

 )
 — extract something from




•
 
genomic DNA was purified from whole blood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
purificatory

 
/pyo͞oˈrifəkəˌtôrē /






adjective













2.
 
purifier

 
/ˈpyo͞orəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
purifier

 , from Latin 
purificare

 , from 
purus

 ‘pure.’





Purim

 
/ˈpo͝orim, po͝oˈrēm/





I.
 
noun




a lesser Jewish festival held in spring (on the 14th or 15th day of Adar) to commemorate the defeat of Haman's plot to massacre the Jews as recorded in the book of Esther.











– origin

 Hebrew, plural of 
pūr

 , explained in the book of Esther (3:7, 9:24) as meaning ‘lot,’ with allusion to the casting of lots by Haman.






purine

 
/ˈpyo͝orēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline compound with basic properties, forming uric acid on oxidation.

[A bicyclic compound; chem. formula: C5
 H4
 N4
 .]




2.
 
(also 
purine base

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a substituted derivative of this, especially the bases adenine and guanine present in DNA and RNA.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Purin

 , from Latin 
purus

 ‘pure’ + 
uricum

 ‘uric acid’ + -ine
 4
 .





purism

 
/ˈpyo͝orˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
scrupulous or exaggerated observance of or insistence on traditional rules or structures, especially in language or style.




2.
 
(
Purism

 )
 — an early-20th-century artistic style and movement founded by Le Corbusier and the French painter 
Amédée Ozenfant

 (1886–1966) and emphasizing purity of geometric form. It arose out of a rejection of cubism and was characterized by a return to the representation of recognizable objects.













purist

 
/ˈpyo͝orəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who insists on absolute adherence to traditional rules or structures, especially in language or style.




2.
 
(
Purist

 )
 — an adherent of Purism.








II.
 
derivatives





puristic

 
/pyo͝oˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
puriste

 , from 
pur

 ‘pure.’





Puritan

 
/ˈpyo͝oəridən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of English Protestants of the late 16th and 17th centuries who regarded the Reformation of the Church of England under Elizabeth as incomplete and sought to simplify and regulate forms of worship.




2.
 
(
puritan

 )
 — a person with censorious moral beliefs, especially about pleasure and sex.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Puritans.




2.
 
(
puritan

 )
 — having or displaying censorious moral beliefs, especially about pleasure and sex.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
puritas

 ‘purity’ + -an
 .





puritanical

 
/ˌpyo͝orəˈtanək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹often derogatory›

 practicing or affecting strict religious or moral behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





puritanically

 
/ˌpyo͝orəˈtanək(ə)lē /






adverb





















puritanism

 
/ˈpyo͝oritnism/






noun



1.
 
(
Puritanism

 )
 — the beliefs or principles of a group of English Protestants of the late 16th and 17th centuries who regarded the Reformation of the Church under Elizabeth I as incomplete and sought to simplify and regulate forms of worship.




2.
 
censorious moral beliefs, especially about self-indulgence and sex




•
 
an era of sexual puritanism




•
 
the extreme puritanism of the hardliners grated on people.



















Puritan State






a nickname for the state of Massachusetts
 .









purity

 
/ˈpyo͝orədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
freedom from adulteration or contamination




•
 
the purity of our drinking water.










2.
 
freedom from immorality, especially of a sexual nature




•
 
white is meant to represent purity and innocence.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
purete

 , later assimilated to late Latin 
puritas

 , from Latin 
purus

 ‘pure.’





Purkinje cell

 
/pərˈkinjē ˌsel/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a nerve cell of a large, branched type found in the cortex of the cerebellum.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Jan E. 
Purkinje

 (1787–1869), Bohemian physiologist.






purl1


 
/pərl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to a knitting stitch made by putting the needle through the front of the stitch from right to left.

Compare with knit
 .








II.
 
noun




a purl stitch.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
knit with a purl stitch




•
 
knit one, purl one.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): of uncertain origin.





purl2


 
/pərl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a stream or river) flow with a swirling motion and babbling sound.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a purling motion or sound.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a small swirling stream): probably imitative; compare with Norwegian 
purla

 ‘bubble up.’





purlieu

 
/ˈpərl(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the area near or surrounding a place




•
 
the photogenic 
purlieus of

 the Princeton.










2.
 
a person's usual haunts.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a tract on the border of a forest, especially one earlier included in it and still partly subject to forest laws.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a tract on the border of a forest): probably an alteration (suggested by French 
lieu

 ‘place’) of Anglo-Norman French 
puralee

 ‘a going around to settle the boundaries.’





purlin

 
/ˈpərlən/





I.
 
noun




a horizontal beam along the length of a roof, resting on a main rafter and supporting the common rafters or boards.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps of French origin.





purloin

 
/pərˈloin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
steal (something)




•
 
he must have managed to purloin a copy of the key.














II.
 
derivatives





purloiner

 
/pərˈloinər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘put at a distance’): from Anglo-Norman French 
purloigner

 ‘put away,’ from 
pur-

 ‘forth’ + 
loign

 ‘far.’





puro

 
/ˈpo͝orō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a cigar.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘pure.’





puromycin

 
/ˌpyo͝orōˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic used to treat sleeping sickness and amoebic dysentery.

[This antibiotic is produced by the bacterium 
Streptomyces alboniger

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from purine
 + -mycin
 .





purple

 
/ˈpərpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a color intermediate between red and blue




•
 
the painting was mostly in shades of blue and purple.










2.
 
purple clothing or material.




3.
 
(also 
Tyrian purple

 )
 — a crimson dye obtained from some mollusks, formerly used for fabric worn by an emperor or senior magistrate in ancient Rome or Byzantium.




4.
 
(
the purple

 )
 — (in ancient Rome or Byzantium) clothing made from fabric dyed with Tyrian purple.




5.
 
(
the purple

 )
 — (in ancient Rome) a position of rank, authority, or privilege




•
 
he was too young to assume the purple.










6.
 
(
the purple

 )
 — the scarlet official dress of a cardinal.








II.
 
adjective




of a color intermediate between red and blue




•
 
a faded purple T-shirt.














III.
 
verb




become or make purple in color


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Ed's cheeks purpled




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the neon was purpling the horizon above the highway.














IV.
 
phrases





born in (or to) the purple






born into a reigning family or privileged class.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
purpleness






noun













2.
 
purplish

 
/ˈpərp(ə)liSH /






adjective













3.
 
purply

 
/ˈpərp(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English (describing the clothing of an emperor), alteration of 
purpre

 , from Latin 
purpura

 ‘purple,’ from Greek 
porphura

 , denoting mollusks that yielded a crimson dye, also cloth dyed with this.





purple drank






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an intoxicating beverage made by adding cough syrup containing codeine and promethazine to a carbonated soft drink, consumed as a recreational drug




•
 
he was in the hospital after overdosing on purple drank.



















purple gallinule






noun



1.
 
another term for gallinule
 .




2.
 
a marsh bird of the rail family, with a purplish-blue head and breast and a large red bill, found throughout the Old World.

[
Porphyrio porphyrio

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]













purple heart






noun



1.
 
(
Purple Heart

 )
 — (in the US) a military decoration for those wounded or killed in action, established in 1782 and re-established in 1932.




2.
 
a large tree of the rain forests of Central and South America, with dark purplish-brown timber that blackens on contact with water.

[Genus 
Peltogyne

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
P. paniculata

 .]




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a mauve-colored heart-shaped stimulant tablet, especially of amphetamine.














purple-leaf plum






noun



1.
 
a shrub or small tree with white flowers and small red and yellow edible fruit. Native to southwestern Asia, it is used as stock for commercial varieties of plum.

Also called flowering plum
 , myrobalan
 . [
Prunus cerasifera

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the purple-leaf plum tree.













purple martin

 
/ˈpərpəl ˈmärtn/






noun




a martin with purplish-blue plumage. It is the largest North American swallow, and the male is the only swallow with uniform dark plumage on its belly.

[
Progne subis

 , family 
Hirundinidae

 .]














purple passage






noun




an elaborate or excessively ornate passage in a literary composition.













purple patch






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a run of success or good luck.




2.
 
another term for purple passage
 .













purple prose

 
/ˈpərpəl prōz/






noun




prose that is too elaborate or ornate.













purple state





I.
 
noun




a US state where the Democratic and Republican parties have similar levels of support among voters




•
 
Iowa today is a purple state, pretty evenly divided between Republicans and Democrats.







Compare with blue state
 and red state
 .











– origin

 with allusion to the fact that the color purple is a blend of red and blue.





purport





I.
 
verb

 — 
/pərˈpôrt /
 [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
appear or claim to be or do something, especially falsely; profess




•
 
she is not the person she purports to be.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈpərˌpôrt /



1.
 
the meaning or substance of something, typically a document or speech




•
 
I do not understand the purport of your remarks.










2.
 
the purpose of a person or thing




•
 
the purport of existence.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘express, signify’): from Old French 
purporter

 , from medieval Latin 
proportare

 , from Latin 
pro-

 ‘forth’ + 
portare

 ‘carry, bear.’ The sense ‘appear to be’ dates from the late 18th cent.





purportedly

 
/pərˈpôrdədlē/






adverb




as appears or is stated to be true, though not necessarily so; allegedly




•
 
the photos purportedly show Nina with a lover




•
 
a purportedly independent arbitrator.



















purpose

 
/ˈpərpəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the reason for which something is done or created or for which something exists




•
 
the purpose of the meeting is to appoint a trustee




•
 
the building is no longer needed for its original purpose.










2.
 
a person's sense of resolve or determination




•
 
there was a new 
sense of purpose

 in her step as she set off.










3.
 
(usu. 
purposes

 )
 — a particular requirement or consideration, typically one that is temporary or restricted in scope or extent




•
 
pensions are considered as earned income for tax purposes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 have as one's intention or objective




•
 
God has allowed suffering, even purposed it.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on purpose






intentionally.









2.
 
to no purpose






with no result or effect; pointlessly.









3.
 
to the purpose






relevant or useful




•
 
you may have heard something from them that is to the purpose.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
porpos

 , from the verb 
porposer

 , variant of 
proposer

 (see propose
 ).





purpose-built

 
/ˈpərpəs ˌbilt/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 built for a particular purpose




•
 
purpose-built accommodations for the elderly.



















purposeful

 
/ˈpərpəsfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing determination or resolve




•
 
the purposeful stride of a great lawyer.










2.
 
having a useful purpose




•
 
purposeful activities.










3.
 
intentional




•
 
if his sudden death was not accidental, it must have been purposeful.














II.
 
derivatives





purposefulness

 
/ˈpərpəsfəlnəs /






noun





















purposefully

 
/ˈpərpəsfəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows determination or resolve




•
 
Rachael takes the lead, striding purposefully towards the door.










2.
 
with a useful purpose




•
 
how is it possible to share information effectively and purposefully with project partners?










3.
 
intentionally and deliberately




•
 
we purposefully avoided addressing the problem




•
 
purposefully vague answers.



















purposeless

 
/ˈpərpəsləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or made with no discernible point or purpose




•
 
purposeless vandalism.










2.
 
having no aim or plan




•
 
his purposeless life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
purposelessly

 
/ˈpərpəsləslē /






adverb













2.
 
purposelessness

 
/ˈpərpəsləsnəs /






noun





















purposely

 
/ˈpərpəslē/






adverb




on purpose; intentionally




•
 
she had purposely made it difficult.



















purposive

 
/ˈpərpəsiv/





I.
 
adjective




having, serving, or done with a purpose




•
 
teaching is a purposive activity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
purposively






adverb













2.
 
purposiveness






noun






















purpura

 
/ˈpərp(y)ərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a rash of purple spots on the skin caused by internal bleeding from small blood vessels.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 any of several diseases characterized by a purple rash




•
 
psychogenic purpura.














II.
 
derivatives





purpuric

 
/pərˈpyo͝orik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
porphura

 ‘purple.’





purpure

 
/ˈpərpyər/





I.
 
noun




purple, as a heraldic tincture.











– origin

 Old English (in the sense ‘purple garment’), from Latin 
purpura

 (see purpura
 ), reinforced by Old French 
purpre

 and influenced by words ending in 
-ure

 .





purpurin

 
/ˈpərpyərən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a red dye originally extracted from madder and also prepared artificially by the oxidation of alizarin.

[An anthraquinone derivative; chem. formula: C14
 H8
 O5
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
purpura

 ‘purple’ + -in
 1
 .





purr

 
/pər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cat) make a low continuous vibratory sound usually expressing contentment.




2.
 
(of a vehicle or engine) move smoothly while making a low vibratory sound




•
 
a sleek blue BMW purred past him.










3.
 
speak in a low soft voice, especially when expressing contentment or acting seductively


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Would you like coffee?” she purred




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she purred her lines seductively.














II.
 
noun




a low continuous vibratory sound, typically that made by a cat or vehicle.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





purse

 
/pərs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small bag used especially by a woman to carry everyday personal items.




2.
 
a small pouch of leather or plastic used for carrying money, typically by a woman.




3.
 
the money possessed or available to a person or country




•
 
institutions are funded from the same general purse.










4.
 
a sum of money given as a prize in a sporting contest, especially a boxing match.








II.
 
verb




(with reference to the lips) pucker or contract, typically to express disapproval or irritation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Marianne took a glance at her reflection and pursed her lips disgustedly




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
under stress his lips would purse slightly.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hold the purse strings






have control of expenditure.









2.
 
tighten (or loosen) the purse strings






restrict (or increase) the amount of money available to be spent.















– origin

 late Old English, alteration of late Latin 
bursa

 ‘purse,’ from Greek 
bursa

 ‘hide, leather.’ The current verb sense (from the notion of drawing purse strings) dates from the early 17th cent.





purse net






noun




another term for purse seine
 .













purser

 
/ˈpərsər/






noun




an officer on a ship who keeps the accounts, especially the head steward on a passenger vessel.














purse seine





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a seine that can be drawn into the shape of a bag using the line along the bottom of the net like the drawstring of a purse.








II.
 
derivatives





purse seiner






noun





















purse-snatcher






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thief who steals a handbag from the person carrying it.













purslane

 
/ˈpərslən ˈpərˌslān/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of small, typically fleshy-leaved plants that grow in damp habitats or waste places, in particular

[● 
Portulaca oleracea

 , a prostrate North American plant with tiny yellow flowers. ● 
Sesuvium maritimum

 (
sea-purslane

 ), an edible plant that grows in damp sand along coastal shores.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
porcelaine

 , probably from Latin 
porcil(l)aca

 , variant of 
portulaca

 , influenced by French 
porcelaine

 ‘porcelain.’





pursuance

 
/ˌpərˈso͞oəns/






noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the carrying out of a plan or action




•
 
you have a right to use public areas 
in

 the 
pursuance of

 your lawful hobby.










2.
 


‹formal›

 the action of trying to achieve something




•
 
they are considering a walkout in pursuance of a better deal.



















pursuant

 
/ˌpərˈso͞oənt/





I.
 
adverb

 — (
pursuant to

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 in accordance with (a law or a legal document or resolution)




•
 
conversations that they wiretap pursuant to court order.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 following; going in pursuit




•
 
the pursuant lady.














III.
 
derivatives





pursuantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English 
poursuiant

 (as a noun in the sense ‘prosecutor’): from Old French, ‘pursuing,’ from the verb 
poursuir

 ; later influenced in spelling by pursue
 .






pursue

 
/pərˈso͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
follow (someone or something) in order to catch or attack them




•
 
the officer pursued the van




•
 


‹figurative›

 a heavily indebted businessman was being pursued by creditors.










2.
 
seek to form a sexual relationship with (someone) in a persistent way




•
 
Sophie was being pursued by a number of men.










3.
 
seek to attain or accomplish (a goal), especially over a long period




•
 
should people pursue their own happiness at the expense of others?










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (of something unpleasant) persistently afflict (someone)




•
 
mercy lasts as long as sin pursues man.










5.
 
(of a person or way) continue or proceed along (a path or route)




•
 
the road pursued a straight course over the scrubland.










6.
 
engage in (an activity or course of action)




•
 
Andrew was determined to pursue a computer career




•
 
the council decided not to pursue an appeal.










7.
 
continue to investigate, explore, or discuss (a topic, idea, or argument)




•
 
we shall not pursue the matter any further.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pursuable






adjective













2.
 
pursuer

 
/pərˈs(y)o͞oər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘follow with enmity’): from Anglo-Norman French 
pursuer

 , from an alteration of Latin 
prosequi

 ‘prosecute.’





pursuit

 
/pərˈso͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of following or pursuing someone or something




•
 
the cat crouched in the grass 
in pursuit of

 a bird




•
 
those whose business is the pursuit of knowledge.










2.
 
a bicycle race in which competitors start from different parts of a track and attempt to overtake one another.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 the action of the eye in following a moving object.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ] (often 
pursuits

 )
 — an activity of a specified kind, especially a recreational or athletic one




•
 
a whole range of leisure pursuits.














II.
 
phrases





give pursuit






(of a person, animal, or vehicle) start to chase another.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
purseute

 ‘following after,’ from 
pursuer

 (see pursue
 ). Early senses included ‘persecution, annoyance’ and in legal contexts ‘petition, prosecution.’





pursuivant

 
/ˈpərsəvənt ˈpərswəvənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 an officer of the College of Arms.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a follower or attendant.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a junior heraldic officer): from Old French 
pursivant

 , present participle (used as a noun) of 
pursivre

 ‘follow after.’





pursy

 
/ˈpərsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of a horse) short of breath; asthmatic.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) fat.








II.
 
derivatives





pursiness

 
/ˈpərsēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: reduction of Anglo-Norman French 
porsif

 , alteration of Old French 
polsif

 , from 
polser

 ‘breathe with difficulty,’ from Latin 
pulsare

 ‘set in violent motion.’





purulent

 
/ˈpyo͝or(y)ələnt/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 consisting of, containing, or discharging pus.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
purulentus

 ‘festering,’ from 
pus

 , 
pur-

 (see pus
 ).





Purus River

 
/pəˌro͞os ˈrivər/






a river that flows northeast for 2,100 miles (3,400 km) from the Andes Mountains in eastern Peru into northwestern Brazil, where it joins the Amazon River.










purvey

 
/pərˈvā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide or supply (food, drink, or other goods) as one's business




•
 
shops purveying cooked food.










2.
 
spread or promote (an idea, view, etc.)




•
 
this magazine feels like a concerted effort to purvey gloom and doom.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
purveier

 , from Latin 
providere

 ‘foresee, attend to’ (see provide
 ). Early senses included ‘foresee,’ ‘attend to in advance,’ and ‘equip.’





purveyance

 
/pərˈvāəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of purveying something.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 the right of the sovereign to buy provisions and use horses and vehicles for a fixed price lower than the market value.











– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘foresight’ and ‘prearrangement’): from Old French 
porveance

 , from Latin 
providentia

 ‘foresight’ (see providence
 ).





purveyor

 
/pərˈvāər/






noun



1.
 
a person who sells or deals in particular goods




•
 
a purveyor of large luxury vehicles.










2.
 
a person or group that spreads or promotes an idea, view, etc.




•
 
a purveyor of traditional Christian values.



















purview

 
/ˈpərˌvyo͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the scope of the influence or concerns of something




•
 
such a case might be within the purview of the legislation.










2.
 
a range of experience or thought




•
 
social taboos meant that little information was likely to come within the purview of women generally.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
purveu

 ‘foreseen,’ past participle of 
purveier

 (see purvey
 ). Early use was as a legal term specifying the body of a statute following the words “be it enacted.”






pus

 
/pəs/





I.
 
noun




a thick yellowish or greenish opaque liquid produced in infected tissue, consisting of dead white blood cells and bacteria with tissue debris and serum.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.





Pusan

 
/po͞oˈsän/






an industrial city and seaport on the southeastern coast of South Korea; pop. 3,596,100 (est. 2008).









Pusey, Edward Bouverie

 
/ˈpyo͞ozē/






(1800–82), English theologian. In 1833, while professor of Hebrew at Oxford, he founded the Oxford Movement and became its leader after the withdrawal of John Henry Newman in 1841.









pus-filled






adjective




(of a wound or part of the body) filled with pus




•
 
pus-filled boils.



















push

 
/po͝oSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 , usu. with 
adverbial

 ]
 — exert force on (someone or something), typically with one's hand, in order to move them away from oneself or the origin of the force




•
 
she pushed her glass toward him




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
Lydia pushed the door shut




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
pushed at

 the skylight, but it wouldn't budge.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hold and exert force on (something) so as to cause it to move along in front of one




•
 
a woman was pushing a stroller.










3.
 
move one's body or a part of it into a specified position, especially forcefully or with effort




•
 
she pushed her hands into her pockets.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — press (a part of a machine or other device)




•
 
he pushed the button for the twentieth floor.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — cause to reach a particular level or state




•
 
they expect that the huge crop will push down prices




•
 
the political chaos could push the country into recession.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move forward by using force to pass people or cause them to move aside




•
 
she pushed her way through the crowded streets




•
 
he pushed past an old woman in his haste.










7.
 
(of an army) advance over territory




•
 
the guerrillas have pushed south to within 100 miles of the capital.










8.
 
exert oneself to attain something or surpass others




•
 
I was pushing hard until about 10 laps from the finish.










9.
 
(
push for

 )
 — demand persistently




•
 
the council continued to push for the better management of water resources.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — compel or urge (someone) to do something, especially to work hard




•
 
she believed he was pushing their daughter too hard.










11.
 
(
be pushed

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 have very little of something, especially time




•
 
I'm a bit 
pushed for

 time at the moment.










12.
 
(
be pushing

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be nearly (a particular age)




•
 
she must be pushing forty, but she's still a good looker.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 promote the use, sale, or acceptance of




•
 
the company is pushing a $500 asking price.










14.
 
put forward (an argument or demand) with undue force or in too extreme a form




•
 
he thought that the belief in individualism had been pushed too far.










15.
 
sell (a narcotic drug) illegally.




16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 prepare (a stack) to receive a piece of data on the top.




17.
 
transfer (data) to the top of a stack.




18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Photography]

 develop (film) so as to compensate for deliberate underexposure.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of exerting force on someone or something in order to move them away from oneself




•
 
he closed the door with a push.










2.
 
an act of pressing a part of a machine or device




•
 
the door locks at the push of a button.










3.
 
something that encourages or assists something else




•
 
the fall in prices was given a push by official policy.










4.
 
a vigorous effort to do or obtain something




•
 
many clubs are joining in the fund-raising push




•
 
he determined to make one last push for success.










5.
 
a military attack in force




•
 
the army was engaged in a push against guerrilla strongholds.










6.
 
forcefulness and enterprise




•
 
an investor with the necessary money and push.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or give someone) the push (or shove)





a.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be dismissed (or dismiss someone) from a job.




b.
 
be rejected in (or end) a relationship.









2.
 
push the boat out






see boat
 .









3.
 
push someone's buttons






see button
 .









4.
 
pushing up daisies






see daisy
 .









5.
 
push one's luck








‹informal›

 take a risk on the assumption that one will continue to be successful or in favor.









6.
 
when push comes to shove








‹informal›

 when one must commit oneself to an action or decision




•
 
when push came to shove, I always stood up for him.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
push ahead






proceed with or continue a course of action or policy




•
 
he promised to 
push ahead with

 economic reform.















2.
 
push along








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 go away; depart.









3.
 
push someone around








‹informal›

 treat someone roughly or inconsiderately.









4.
 
push off






use an oar, boathook, etc., to exert pressure so as to move a boat out from shore or away from another vessel.









5.
 
push on






continue on a journey




•
 
the light was already fading, but she pushed on.















6.
 
push something through






get a proposed measure completed or accepted quickly.















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
pousser

 , from Latin 
pulsare

 ‘to push, beat, pulse’ (see pulse
 1
 ). The early sense was ‘exert force on,’ giving rise later to ‘make a strenuous effort, endeavor.’





pushback

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌbak/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 a negative or unfavorable response




•
 
there's been some strong pushback from Republicans on this.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 (at an airport) the action or an instance of moving an airplane from a passenger terminal to a runway or taxiway.













pushbike

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌbīk/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a bicycle.













push broom






noun




a broom consisting of a handle attached at an angle to a wide brush that is worked by pushing.













push button






noun




a button that is pushed to operate an electrical device




•
 
some kind of push button on their TV sets




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a push-button telephone.



















pushcart

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌkärt/






noun




a small handcart or barrow.













pushchair

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌCHer/






noun






(Brit.)

 a stroller.













pusher

 
/ˈpo͝oSHər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who sells illegal drugs.




2.
 
a person or thing that pushes something.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a forceful or pushy person




•
 
she got things moving, she was a tremendous pusher.



















push fit






noun




a fit between two parts in which one is connected to the other by manually pushing or sliding them together.













pushful

 
/ˈpo͝oSHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




arrogantly self-assertive; pushy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pushfully






adverb













2.
 
pushfulness






noun





















Pushkin, Aleksandr

 
/ˈpo͝oSHkin, -kyin/






(1799–1837), Russian poet, novelist, and dramatist; full name 
Aleksandr Sergeevich Pushkin

 . His first success was the romantic narrative poem 
Ruslan and Ludmilla

 (1820). Other notable works: 
Eugene Onegin

 (1833) and 
Boris Godunov

 (1831).









pushover

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌōvər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is easy to overcome or influence




•
 
Colonel Moore was benevolent but no pushover.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is very easily done




•
 
this is going to be a pushover.



















pushpin

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌpin/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thumbtack with a spherical or cylindrical head of colored plastic, used to fasten papers to a bulletin board or to indicate positions on charts and maps.













push poll





I.
 
noun




an ostensible opinion poll in which the true objective is to sway voters using loaded or manipulative questions.








II.
 
derivatives





push-polling






noun





















push processing






noun






[Photography]

 the development of film so as to compensate for deliberate underexposure, thereby increasing the effective film speed.













push-pull

 
/ˌpo͝oSHˈpo͝ol/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
operated by pushing and pulling.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 having or involving two matched tubes or transistors that operate 180 degrees out of phase, conducting alternately for increased output.













pushrod

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌräd/






noun




a rod operated by cams that opens and closes the valves in an internal combustion engine.













push-start

 
/ˈpo͝oSHstärt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
start (a motor vehicle) by pushing it and putting it in gear in order to make the engine turn.








II.
 
noun




an act of push-starting a motor vehicle.














pushup

 
/ˈpo͝oSHˌəp/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an exercise in which a person lies facing the floor and, keeping their back straight, raises their body by pressing down on their hands.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
push-up

 )


1.
 
denoting a padded or underwired bra or similar garment that gives uplift to the breasts.













pushy

 
/ˈpo͝oSHē/





I.
 
adjective




excessively or unpleasantly self-assertive or ambitious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pushily

 
/ˈpo͝oSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
pushiness

 
/ˈpo͝oSHēnis /






noun





















pusillanimous

 
/ˌpyo͞osəˈlanəməs/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of courage or determination; timid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pusillanimity

 
/ˌpyo͞osələˈnimədē /






noun













2.
 
pusillanimously

 
/ˌpyo͞osəˈlanəməslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin 
pusillanimis

 (translating Greek 
olugopsukhos

 ), from 
pusillus

 ‘very small’ + 
animus

 ‘mind,’ + -ous
 .





puss1


 
/po͝os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a cat (especially as a form of address)




•
 
you naughty little puss!










2.
 


‹informal›

 a playful or coquettish girl or young woman




•
 
you old snuggle puss.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from Middle Low German 
pūs

 (also 
pūskatte

 ) or Dutch 
poes

 , of unknown origin.






puss2


 
/po͝os/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's face or mouth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Irish 
pus

 ‘lip, mouth.’





pussy

 
/ˈpo͝osē/






noun



1.
 
(also 
pussycat

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a cat.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.




3.
 


‹offensive›

 women in general, considered sexually.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a weak, cowardly, or effeminate man.













pussyfoot

 
/ˈpo͝osēˌfo͝ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in a cautious or noncommittal way




•
 
I realized I could no longer 
pussyfoot around

 .










2.
 
move stealthily or warily




•
 
they make a great show of pussyfooting through the greenery.














II.
 
derivatives





pussyfooter

 
/ˈpo͝osēˌfo͞odər /






noun





















pussy-whip

 
/ˈpo͝osē(h)wip/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
pussy-whipped

 )


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 henpeck (a man).














pussy willow

 
/ˈpo͝osē ˌwilō/





I.
 
noun




a willow with soft fluffy silvery or yellow catkins that appear before the leaves.

[Genus 
Salix

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : several species, in particular the common North American (
S. discolor

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally a child's word, because of the resemblance of the soft fluffy catkins to a cat's fur.





pustulate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈpəsCHəˌlāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form into pustules


(as 
adj.

 
pustulating

 )


•
 
pustulating epidermal ulcers.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈpəsCHəlit /



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 having or covered with pustules




•
 
the surface is coarsely pustulate.














III.
 
derivatives





pustulation

 
/ˌpəsCHəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from late Latin 
pustulatus

 , past participle of 
pustulare

 ‘to blister,’ from 
pustula

 ‘pustule.’





pustule

 
/ˈpəsCHo͝ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a small blister or pimple on the skin containing pus.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 a small raised spot or rounded swelling, especially one on a plant resulting from fungal infection.








II.
 
derivatives





pustular

 
/ˈpəsCHələr pəˈstyo͞olər /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pustula

 .






put

 
/po͝ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move to or place in a particular position




•
 
Harry put down his cup




•
 
I put my hand out toward her




•
 
watch where you're putting your feet!










2.
 
cause (someone or something) to go to a particular place and remain there for a time




•
 
India has put three experimental satellites into space.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship or the people on it) proceed in a particular direction




•
 
she stepped into the boat and 
put out to sea

 .










4.
 
write or print (something) in a particular place




•
 
they put my name on the cover page.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹archaic›

 (of a river) flow in a particular direction.




6.
 
bring into a particular state or condition




•
 
they tried to put me at ease




•
 
a large aid program was put into effect




•
 
he 
is putting himself

 at risk.










7.
 
(
put oneself in

 )
 — imagine oneself in (a particular situation)




•
 
it was no use trying to put herself in his place.










8.
 
express (a thought or comment) in a particular way, form, or language




•
 
to put it bluntly, he was not really divorced.










9.
 
(
put something on/onto

 )
 — cause (someone or something) to carry or be subject to something




•
 
commentators put some of the blame on Congress.










10.
 
assign a particular value, figure, or limit to




•
 
it is very difficult to put a figure on the size of the budget.










11.
 
(
put something at

 )
 — estimate something to be (a particular amount)




•
 
estimates put the war's cost at $1,000,000 a day.










12.
 
throw (a shot or weight) as an athletic sport




•
 
she set a women's record by putting the shot 56ʹ 7ʺ.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a throw of the shot or weight.




2.
 


[Stock Market]

 short for put option
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
put something behind one






get over a bad experience by distancing oneself from it




•
 
they have tried to put their grief behind them and rebuild their lives.















2.
 
put the clocks back (or forward)






adjust clocks or watches backward (or forward) to take account of official changes in time.









3.
 
put someone's eyes out






blind someone, typically in a violent way.









4.
 
put one's hands together






applaud; clap




•
 
I want you all to put your hands together for Barry.















5.
 
put one's hands up






raise one's hands in surrender.









6.
 
put it there






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to indicate that the speaker wishes to shake hands with someone in agreement or congratulation




•
 
put it there, Steven, we beat them.















7.
 
put it to






[with 
clause

 ]
 — make a statement or allegation to (someone) and challenge them to deny it




•
 
I put it to him that he was just a political groupie.















8.
 
put one over on








‹informal›

 deceive (someone) into accepting something false.









9.
 
put up or shut up








‹informal›

 justify oneself or remain silent




•
 
they called for the alderman to either put up or shut up.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
put about








[Nautical]

 (of a ship) turn on the opposite tack.









2.
 
put something about






(often 
be put about

 )
 — spread information or rumors.









3.
 
put something across (or over)






communicate something effectively.









4.
 
put something aside





a.
 
save money for future use.




b.
 
forget or disregard something, typically a feeling or a past difference.









5.
 
put someone away






(often 
be put away

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 confine someone in a prison or psychiatric hospital




•
 
he deserves to be put away forever.















6.
 
put something away





a.
 
save money for future use.




b.
 


‹informal›

 consume food or drink in large quantities.




c.
 


‹informal›

 (in sports) dispatch or deal with a goal or shot.









7.
 
put something back





a.
 
reschedule a planned event to a later time or date.




b.
 
delay something




•
 
greater public control may put back the modernization of the industry.















8.
 
put something by








(chiefly Brit.)

 save money for future use.









9.
 
put someone down





a.
 


‹informal›

 lower someone's self-esteem by criticizing them in front of others.




b.
 
lay a baby down to sleep.









10.
 
put something down





a.
 
record something in writing




•
 
he's putting a few thoughts down on paper.










b.
 
suppress a rebellion, riot, or other disturbance by force.




c.
 
(usu. 
be put down

 )
 — kill an animal because it is sick, injured, or old.




d.
 
pay a specified sum as a deposit




•
 
he put a thousand down and paid the rest over six months.










e.
 
preserve or store food or wine for future use.




f.
 
(also 
put down

 )
 — land an aircraft.









11.
 
put someone down as






consider or judge someone or something to be




•
 
I'd have put you down as a Vivaldi man.















12.
 
put something down to






attribute something to




•
 
if I forget anything, put it down to old age.















13.
 
put someone forward






recommend someone as a suitable candidate for a job or position




•
 
he put me forward as head of publicity.















14.
 
put something forward






submit a plan, proposal, or theory for consideration.









15.
 
put in






[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — interrupt a conversation or discussion




•
 
“But you're a sybarite, Roger,” put in Isobel.















16.
 
put in at/into






(of a ship) enter (a port or harbor).









17.
 
put someone in





a.
 
appoint someone to fulfill a particular role or job




•
 
he was put in to rescue the company by the stockbrokers.










b.
 
(in team sports) send a player out to participate into a game.









18.
 
put something in/into





a.
 
present or submit something formally




•
 
the airport had put in a claim for damages.










b.
 
(
put in for

 )
 — apply formally for




•
 
Adam put in for six months' leave.










c.
 
devote time or effort to something




•
 
employed mothers put in the longest hours of all women.










d.
 
invest money or resources in.









19.
 
put someone off





a.
 
cancel or postpone an appointment with someone




•
 
he'd put off Martin until nine o'clock.










b.
 
cause someone to lose interest or enthusiasm




•
 
she wanted to be a nurse, but the thought of night shifts put her off.










c.
 
cause someone to feel dislike or distrust




•
 
she had a coldness that just put me off.










d.
 
distract someone




•
 
you're just trying to put me off my game.















20.
 
put something off






postpone something




•
 
they can't put off a decision much longer.















21.
 
put someone on








‹informal›

 deceive or hoax someone.









22.
 
put something on





a.
 
place a garment, glasses, or jewelry on part of one's body




•
 
Julie had put on a cotton dress.










b.
 
attach or apply something




•
 
she put on fresh makeup.










c.
 
cause a device to operate




•
 
shall I put the light on?










d.
 
start cooking something




•
 
she was moaning that he hadn't put the dinner on.










e.
 
play recorded music or a video.




f.
 
organize or present a play, exhibition, or event.




g.
 
provide a public transportation service




•
 
so many people wanted to visit this spot that an extra flight had to be put on.










h.
 
add a specified amount to (the cost of something)




•
 
the news put 12 cents on the share price.










i.
 
increase in body weight; become heavier by a specified amount




•
 
she's given up her diet and put on 20 lbs.










j.
 
assume a particular expression, accent, etc.




•
 
he put on a lugubrious look.










k.
 
behave deceptively




•
 
she doesn't feel she has to 
put on an act

 .










l.
 
bet a specified amount of money on




•
 
he put $1,000 on the horse to win.















23.
 
put someone on to






draw someone's attention to (someone or something useful, notable, or interesting)




•
 
Pike put me on to the department's legal section.















24.
 
put out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 be willing to have sexual intercourse.









25.
 
put someone out





a.
 
cause someone trouble or inconvenience




•
 
would it put you out too much to let her visit you for a couple of hours?










b.
 
(often 
be put out

 )
 — upset or annoy someone




•
 
he was not put out by the rebuff.










c.
 
(in sports) defeat a player or team and so cause them to be out of a competition.




d.
 
make someone unconscious, typically by means of drugs or an anesthetic.









26.
 
put something out





a.
 
extinguish something that is burning




•
 
firefighters from Georgetown put out the blaze.










b.
 
turn off a light.




c.
 
lay something out ready for use




•
 
she put out glasses and paper napkins.










d.
 
issue or broadcast something




•
 
a limited-edition single was put out to promote the album.










e.
 
dislocate a joint




•
 
she fell off her horse and put her shoulder out.










f.
 
(of a company) allocate work to a contractor or freelancer to be done off the premises.




g.
 
(of an engine or motor) produce a particular amount of power




•
 
the new motor is expected to put out about 250 h.p.















27.
 
put something over





a.
 
another way of saying put something across
 .




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 postpone something




•
 
let's put the case over for a few weeks.















28.
 
put someone through





a.
 
connect someone by telephone to another person or place




•
 


put

 me 
through to

 the mayor, please.










b.
 
subject someone to an unpleasant or demanding experience




•
 
I hate Brian for what he put me through.










c.
 
pay for someone to attend school or college.









29.
 
put something through






initiate something and see it through to a successful conclusion




•
 
he put through a reform program to try to save the regime.















30.
 
put someone to






cause inconvenience or difficulty to someone




•
 
I don't want to put you to any trouble.















31.
 
put something to





a.
 
submit something to (someone) for consideration or attention




•
 
we are making a takeover bid and putting an offer to the shareholders.










b.
 
devote something to (a particular use or purpose)




•
 
they put the land to productive use.















32.
 
put something together





a.
 
make something by assembling different parts or people




•
 
he can take a clock apart and 
put

 it 
back together

 again




•
 
they decided to put a new band together.










b.
 
assemble things or people to make something




•
 
a carpenter puts together shaped pieces of wood to make a table.















33.
 
put someone under






another way of saying put someone out
 .









34.
 
put up





a.
 
offer or show (a particular degree of resistance, effort, or skill) in a fight or competitive situation




•
 
he put up a brave fight.










b.
 
stay temporarily in lodgings other than one's own home




•
 
we 
put up at

 a hotel in the city center.















35.
 
put someone up





a.
 
accommodate someone temporarily.




b.
 
propose someone for election or adoption




•
 
they should have 
put themselves up for

 election.















36.
 
put something up





a.
 
construct or erect something




•
 
I put up the tent and cooked a meal.










b.
 
raise one's hand to signal that one wishes to answer or ask a question.




c.
 
display a notice, sign, or poster.




d.
 
present a proposal, theory, or argument for discussion or consideration.




e.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 increase the cost of something




•
 
I'm afraid I've got to put your rent up.










f.
 
provide money as backing for an enterprise




•
 
the sponsors are putting up $5,000 for the event.










g.
 
(often 
be put up for

 )
 — offer something for sale or auction.




h.
 


‹archaic›

 return a sword to its sheath.









37.
 
put upon






(often as 
adj.

 
put-upon

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 take advantage of (someone) by exploiting their good nature




•
 
a put-upon drudge who slaved for her employer.















38.
 
put someone up to








‹informal›

 encourage someone to do (something wrong or unwise)




•
 
Who else would play a trick like that on me? I expect Rose put him up to it.















39.
 
put up with






tolerate; endure




•
 
I'm too tired to put up with any nonsense.





















– origin

 Old English (recorded only in the verbal noun 
putung

 ), of unknown origin; compare with dialect 
pote

 ‘to push, thrust’ (an early sense of the verb 
put

 ).





puta

 
/ˈpo͞otä/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (in Spanish-speaking regions) a prostitute or slut.











– origin

 Spanish.





putamen

 
/pyo͞oˈtāmən/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the outer part of the lentiform nucleus of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





putaminal

 
/-ˈtamənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘shell remaining after pruning.’





put-and-take

 
/ˌpo͝odənˈtāk/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a system whereby waters are stocked with fish for anglers to catch.













putative

 
/ˈpyo͞odədiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
generally considered or reputed to be




•
 
the putative father of a boy of two.














II.
 
derivatives





putatively

 
/ˈpyo͞odədivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
putatif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
putativus

 , from Latin 
putat-

 ‘thought,’ from the verb 
putare

 .





put-down

 
/ˈpo͝otdoun/






noun






‹informal›

 a remark intended to humiliate or criticize someone.













puter

 
/ˈpo͞odər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a computer.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation.





Putin, Vladimir

 
/ˈpo͞otin, ˈpo͞otn/






(1952–), Russian statesman; president of the Russian Federation 2000–8 and since 2012; prime minister 2008–2012. A former KGB officer, he was appointed head of the Security Council and then prime minister by Boris Yeltsin; he became acting president on Yeltsin's resignation December 31, 1999, and was elected president in 2000.









putlog

 
/ˈpo͝otläɡ /

 
putlock





I.
 
noun




a short horizontal pole projecting from a wall, on which the floorboards of scaffolding rest.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





put-off

 
/ˈpo͝odˌôf/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an evasive reply.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant or deterrent quality or feature.













put-on

 
/ˈpo͝od ˌän/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a deception; a hoax.













putonghua

 
/ˌpo͞oˌtôNGˈhwä/





I.
 
noun




the standard spoken form of modern Chinese, based on the dialect of Beijing.











– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘common spoken language.’






put option

 
/ˈpət ˌäpSHən/






noun






[Stock Market]

 an option to sell assets at an agreed price on or before a particular date.













putout

 
/ˈpo͝otout/






noun






[Baseball]

 an act of a fielder in retiring a batter or runner.













putrefaction

 
/ˌpyo͞otrəˈfakSHən/





I.
 
noun




the process of decay or rotting in a body or other organic matter.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
putrefactio(n-)

 , from 
putrefacere

 ‘make rotten’ (see putrefy
 ).





putrefactive

 
/ˌpyo͞otrəˈfaktiv/






adjective




relating to or causing decay




•
 
they were killed by the putrefactive bacteria.




















putrefy

 
/ˈpyo͞otrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a body or other organic matter) decay or rot and produce a fetid smell.











– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Latin 
putrefacere

 , from 
puter

 , 
putr-

 ‘rotten.’





putrescent

 
/ˌpyo͞oˈtres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




undergoing the process of decay; rotting




•
 
the odor of putrescent flesh.














II.
 
derivatives





putrescence

 
/pyo͞oˈtresns /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
putrescent-

 ‘beginning to go rotten,’ inceptive of 
putrere

 ‘to rot’ (see putrid
 ).





putrescible

 
/pyo͞oˈtresəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




liable to decay; subject to putrefaction




•
 
putrescible domestic waste.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
putrescibles

 )


1.
 
something that is liable to decay.













putrescine

 
/pyo͞oˈtresēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oily amine formed from arginine during putrefaction.

[Alternative name: 
1,4-diaminobutane

 ; chem. formula: C4
 H12
 N2
 .]














putrid

 
/ˈpyo͞otrəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of organic matter) decaying or rotting and emitting a fetid smell.




2.
 
of or characteristic of rotting matter




•
 
the putrid smells from the slaughterhouses.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very unpleasant; repulsive




•
 
the cocktail is a putrid pink color.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
putridity

 
/pyo͞oˈtridədē /






noun













2.
 
putridly






adverb













3.
 
putridness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
putridus

 , from 
putrere

 ‘to rot,’ from 
puter

 , 
putr-

 ‘rotten.’





putsch

 
/po͝oCH/





I.
 
noun




a violent attempt to overthrow a government.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Swiss German, literally ‘thrust, blow.’





putt

 
/pət/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try to hit a golf ball into a hole by striking it gently so that it rolls across the green




•
 
Nicklaus putted for eagle on 11 of the 16 par 5s




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
putt the balls into the hole.














II.
 
noun




a gentle stroke that hits a golf ball across the green towards the hole.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally Scots): differentiated from put
 .





puttanesca

 
/ˌpo͞otəˈneskə, ˌpo͞otnˈeskə/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
denoting a pasta sauce typically including tomatoes, garlic, olives, and anchovies




•
 
pasta puttanesca.

















– origin

 Italian, from 
puttana

 ‘prostitute’ (the sauce is said to have been devised by prostitutes as one that could be cooked quickly between clients' visits).





puttee

 
/ˌpəˈtē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long strip of cloth wound spirally around the leg from ankle to knee for protection and support.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a leather legging.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hindi 
paṭṭī

 ‘band, bandage.’





putter1


 
/ˈpədər/






noun



1.
 
a golf club designed for use in putting, typically with a flat-faced malletlike head.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a golfer considered in terms of putting ability




•
 
you'll need to be a good putter to break par.



















putter2


 
/ˈpədər/





I.
 
noun, verb




another term for putt-putt
 .











– origin

 1940s: imitative.






putter3


 
/ˈpədər /

 


‹Brit.›

 potter





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 occupy oneself in a desultory but pleasant manner, doing a number of small tasks or not concentrating on anything particular




•
 
early morning is the best time of the day to 
putter around

 in the garden.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 move or go in a casual, unhurried way




•
 
the duck putters on the surface of the pond.














II.
 
derivatives





putterer






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): alteration of potter
 1
 .





putting green

 
/ˈpədiNG ˌɡrēn/






noun




a smooth area of short grass surrounding a hole, either as part of a golf course or as a separate area for putting.













Puttnam, Sir David

 
/ˈpətnəm/






(1941–), English movie director; full name 
Sir David Terence Puttnam

 . Notable movies: 
Chariots of Fire

 (1981), 
The Killing Fields

 (1984), and 
The Mission

 (1986).









putto

 
/ˈpo͞odō/





I.
 
noun




a representation of a naked child, especially a cherub or a cupid in Renaissance art.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘boy,’ from Latin 
putus

 .






putt-putt

 
/ˈpətˌpət /

 
put-put





I.
 
noun




the rapid intermittent sound of a small gasoline engine




•
 
she heard the putt-putt of a boat coming toward them.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a rapid intermittent sound




•
 
the machine gun putt-putted behind me.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative.





putty

 
/ˈpədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, malleable, grayish-yellow paste, made from whiting and raw linseed oil, that hardens after a few hours and is used chiefly for sealing glass panes in wooden window frames.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of malleable substances similar to putty used inside and outside buildings, e.g., 
plumber's putty

 , or used for modeling or casting.




3.
 
a polishing powder, usually made from tin oxide, used in jewelry work.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal or cover (something) with putty.








III.
 
phrases





be (like) putty in someone's hands






be easily manipulated or dominated by someone.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
potée

 , literally ‘potful,’ from 
pot

 ‘pot.’





Putumayo River

 
/ˌpo͞odəˌmīō ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 1,000 miles (1,610 km) from the Andes Mountains in southwestern Colombia along the borders with Ecuador and Peru into northwestern Brazil, where it joins the Amazon River.









put-up

 
/ˈpo͝odˌəp/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
arranged beforehand in order to deceive someone




•
 
the whole thing could be a 
put-up job

 .



















putz

 
/ˌpəts ˌpo͝ots /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stupid or worthless person.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in inconsequential or unproductive activity




•
 
too much 
putzing around

 up there would ruin them.

















– origin

 1960s: Yiddish, literally ‘penis.’





Puzo, Mario

 
/ˈpo͞ozō/






(1920–99), US writer. He wrote the novel 
The Godfather

 in 1969 and the subsequent screenplay for it in 1972. His other works included 
Fools Die

 (1978) and 
The Sicilian

 (1984).









puzzle

 
/ˈpəzəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to feel confused because they cannot understand or make sense of something




•
 
one remark he made puzzled me.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — think hard about something difficult to understand or explain




•
 
she was still 
puzzling over

 this problem when she reached the office.










3.
 
(
puzzle something out

 )
 — solve or understand something by thinking hard.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a game, toy, or problem designed to test ingenuity or knowledge.




2.
 
short for jigsaw puzzle
 (see jigsaw
 ).




3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that is difficult to understand or explain; an enigma




•
 
the meaning of the poem has always been a puzzle.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.





puzzled

 
/ˈpəz(ə)ld/






adjective




unable to understand; perplexed




•
 
the questioners were met with puzzled looks




•
 
she looked puzzled and angry with him.



















puzzlement

 
/ˈpəzlmənt/






noun




a feeling of confusion through lack of understanding




•
 
news reports expressed puzzlement over the crime




•
 
I scratched my head 
in puzzlement






•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the mysteries and puzzlements of child-rearing.



















puzzler

 
/ˈpəz(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a difficult question or problem.




2.
 
a person who solves puzzles as a pastime.













puzzling

 
/ˈpəz(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing one to be puzzled; perplexing




•
 
that was the most puzzling aspect of the whole affair.




•
 
only one very puzzling question remains unanswered.














II.
 
derivatives





puzzlingly

 
/ˈpəz(ə)liNGlē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
puzzlingly, almost no mention of Hong Kong was made




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
prices for Goya paintings are still puzzlingly low



























PV






abbreviation




polyvinyl.













PVA






abbreviation




polyvinyl acetate.













PVC

 
/ˌpē ˌvē ˈsē/






abbreviation




polyvinyl chloride.













PVO






abbreviation




private voluntary organization.













PVR






noun




short for personal video recorder
 .













PVS






abbreviation






[Medicine]

 persistent vegetative state.













Pvt.

 
PVT






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the US Army) private.




2.
 
(in company names) private.













PW






abbreviation




policewoman.













p.w.






abbreviation




per week.













PWA






abbreviation




person with AIDS.













PWC






abbreviation




personal watercraft.














pwn

 
/pōn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (especially in video gaming) utterly defeat (an opponent or rival); completely get the better of




•
 
I can't wait to pwn some noobs in this game




•
 
are you really going to allow yourself to be pwned by that guy?




•
 
the Phillies have pwned us this year.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: supposedly resulting from a common mistyping of own
 as a result of the proximity of the letter 
P

 to the letter 
O

 on a keyboard.





pwnage

 
/ˈpōnij/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (especially in video gaming) the action or fact of utterly defeating an opponent or rival




•
 
there is the potential for some major pwnage in this game.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from pwn
 + -age
 .





PWR






abbreviation




pressurized-water reactor.













pwr.






abbreviation




power.













PX






abbreviation



1.
 
Pedro Ximenes.




2.
 
post exchange.













pxt.





I.
 
abbreviation




pinxit.











– origin

 Latin, abbreviation of 
pinxit

 , ‘he painted.’





pya

 
/pēˈä/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Burma (Myanmar), equal to one hundredth of a kyat.











– origin

 Burmese.





pycnocline

 
/ˈpiknəˌklīn/





I.
 
noun






[Geography]

 a layer in an ocean or other body of water in which water density increases rapidly with depth.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
puknos

 ‘thick’ + cline
 .






pye-dog

 
/ˈpīdäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a stray mongrel, especially in Asia.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Anglo-Indian 
pye

 , Hindi 
pāhī

 ‘outsider’ + dog
 .





pyelitis

 
/ˌpīəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the renal pelvis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
puelos

 ‘trough, basin’ + -itis
 .






pyelography

 
/ˌpīəˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an X-ray technique for producing an image of the renal pelvis and urinary tract by the introduction of a radiopaque fluid.

Also called urography
 .








II.
 
derivatives





pyelogram

 
/ˈpīəlōˌɡram, pīˈelə- /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
puelos

 ‘trough, basin’ + -graphy
 .





pyelonephritis

 
/ˌpīəˌlōnəˈfrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the substance of the kidney as a result of bacterial infection.








II.
 
derivatives





pyelonephritic

 
/-ˈfritik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
puelos

 ‘trough, basin’ + nephritis
 .





pyemia

 
/pīˈēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 pyaemia





I.
 
noun




blood poisoning (septicemia) caused by the spread in the bloodstream of pus-forming bacteria released from an abscess.








II.
 
derivatives





pyemic

 
/pīˈēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
puon

 ‘pus’ + 
haima

 ‘blood.’





pygidium

 
/pīˈjidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the terminal part or hind segment of the body in certain invertebrates.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
pugē

 ‘rump.’





Pygmalion

 
/piɡˈmālēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a king of Cyprus who fashioned an ivory statue of a beautiful woman and loved it so deeply that in answer to his prayer Aphrodite gave it life. The woman (at some point named Galatea) bore him a daughter, Paphos.










pygmy

 
/ˈpiɡmē /

 
pigmy





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Pygmy

 )
 — a member of certain peoples of very short stature in equatorial Africa and parts of Southeast Asia.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a very small person, animal, or thing.




3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — an insignificant person, especially one who is deficient in a particular respect




•
 
he regarded them as intellectual pigmies.











Pygmies (e.g., the Mbuti and Twa peoples) are typically dark-skinned, nomadic hunter-gatherers with an average male height not above 150 cm (4 ft. 11 in.). See also Negrillo
 , Negrito
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or thing) very small.




2.
 
(
pygmy

 )
 — used in names of animals and plants that are much smaller than more typical kinds, e.g., 
pygmy hippopotamus

 , 
pygmy water lily

 .








III.
 
derivatives





pygmean

 
/ˈpiɡmēən piɡˈmēən /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the plural, denoting a mythological race of small people): via Latin from Greek 
pugmaios

 ‘dwarf,’ from 
pugmē

 ‘the length measured from elbow to knuckles.’






pygmy chimpanzee






noun




another term for bonobo
 .













pygmy owl






noun




a very small owl found in America and northern Eurasia.

[Genus 
Glaucidium

 , family 
Strigidae

 : several species.]













pygmy possum






noun




a very small Australasian marsupial that feeds on insects and nectar, with handlike feet and a prehensile tail.

[Family 
Burramyidae

 : two genera and five species.]













pygmy shrew






noun




a shrew that is one of the smallest known mammals.

[Genus 
Sorex

 , family 
Soricidae

 : several species, in particular the Eurasian 
S. minutus

 and the American 
S. hoyi

 .]













pygostyle

 
/ˈpīɡəˌstīl/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 (in a bird) a triangular plate formed of the fused caudal vertebrae, typically supporting the tail feathers.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
pugē

 ‘rump’ + 
stulos

 ‘column.’





pyknic

 
/ˈpiknik/





I.
 
adjective






[Anthropology]

 of, relating to, or denoting a stocky physique with a rounded body and head, thickset trunk, and a tendency to be fat.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
puknos

 ‘thick’ + -ic
 . The word was first used by German psychiatrist Ernst Kretschmer (1888–1964) in his tripartite classification of human types (the other two being 
asthnic

 and 
athletic

 ).





Pyle, Ernie

 
/pīl/






(1900–45), US journalist; full name 
Ernest Taylor Pyle

 . A syndicated war correspondent, he reported on World War II from North Africa, Europe, and the South Pacific. He was killed by Japanese gunfire during the US invasion of Okinawa. He wrote 
Here Is Your War

 (1943) and 
Brave Men

 (1944).









pylon

 
/ˈpīˌlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an upright structure that is used for support or for navigational guidance, in particular




2.
 
(also 
electricity pylon

 )
 — a tower used for carrying power lines high above the ground.




3.
 
a pillarlike structure on the wing of an aircraft used for carrying an engine, weapon, fuel tank, or other load.




4.
 
a tower or post marking a path for light aircraft, cars, or other vehicles, especially in racing.




5.
 
a monumental gateway to an ancient Egyptian temple formed by two truncated pyramidal towers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pulōn

 , from 
pulē

 ‘gate.’





pyloric

 
/pīˈlôrik/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 relating to or affecting the region where the stomach opens into the duodenum (small intestine)




•
 
pyloric stenosis.



















pylorus

 
/pīˈlôrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the opening from the stomach into the duodenum (small intestine).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
pulouros

 ‘gatekeeper,’ from 
pulē

 ‘gate’ + 
ouros

 ‘warder.’





Pynchon, Thomas

 
/ˈpinCHən/






(1937–), US novelist; full name 
Thomas Ruggles Pynchon

 . An elusive author who shuns public attention, his works abandon the normal conventions of the novel. Notable works: 
V

 (1963), 
The Crying of Lot 49

 (1966), 
Gravity's Rainbow

 (1972), 
Vineland

 (1990), and 
Mason and Dixon

 (1997).









pyoderma

 
/ˌpīōˈdərmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a skin infection with formation of pus.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
puo-

 (from 
puon

 ‘pus’) + 
derma

 ‘skin.’





pyogenic

 
/ˌpīəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 involving or relating to the production of pus.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
puo-

 (from 
puon

 ‘pus’) + -genic
 .





Pyongyang

 
/pyôNGˈyaNG/






the capital of North Korea; pop. 3,255,400 (est. 2008). The oldest city on the Korean peninsula, it was first mentioned in records in 108 
BC

 . It developed as an industrial city during the years of Japanese occupation 1910–45.









pyorrhea

 
/ˌpīəˈrēə /

 
pyorrhea alveolaris
 , 

‹Brit.›

 pyorrhoea





I.
 
noun




another term for periodontitis
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
puo-

 (from 
puon

 ‘pus’) + 
rhoia

 ‘flux’ (from 
rhein

 ‘to flow’).






pyracantha

 
/ˌpīrəˈkanTHə/





I.
 
noun




a thorny evergreen Eurasian shrub with white flowers and bright red or yellow berries that is a popular ornamental.

Also called firethorn
 . [Genus 
Pyracantha

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, via Latin from Greek 
purakantha

 , the name of an unidentified plant, from 
pur

 ‘fire’ + 
akantha

 ‘thorn.’





pyralid

 
/ˈpīrəˌlid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 an insect of a family (
Pyralidae

 ) of small delicate moths with narrow forewings. The larvae of many species are pests of stored foodstuffs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Pyralidae

 (plural), based on Greek 
puralis

 , denoting a mythical fly said to live in fire.






pyramid

 
/ˈpirəˌmid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a monumental structure with a square or triangular base and sloping sides that meet in a point at the top, especially one built of stone as a royal tomb in ancient Egypt.

Pyramids were built as tombs for Egyptian pharaohs from the 3rd dynasty (
c.

 2649 
BC

 ) until 
c.

 1640 
BC

 . Monuments of similar shape are associated with the Maya and Aztec civilizations of 
c.

 1200 
BC

 –
AD

 750, and, like those in Egypt, were part of large ritual complexes.




2.
 
an object, shape, or arrangement in the form of a pyramid




•
 
a pyramid of logs.










3.
 


[Geometry]

 a polyhedron of which one face is a polygon of any number of sides, and the other faces are triangles with a common vertex




•
 
a three-sided pyramid.










4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a structure of more or less pyramidal form, especially in the brain or the renal medulla.




5.
 
an organization or system that is structured with fewer people or things at each level as one approaches the top




•
 
the lowest strata of the social pyramid.










6.
 
a system of financial growth achieved by a small initial investment, with subsequent investments being funded by using unrealized profits as collateral.




7.
 
short for pyramid scheme
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 heap or stack in the shape of a pyramid




•
 
debt was pyramided on top of unrealistic debt in an orgy of speculation.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 achieve a substantial return on (money or property) after making a small initial investment.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pyramidal

 
/pəˈramədl ˌpirəˈmidl /






adjective













2.
 
pyramidical

 
/ˌpirəˈmidikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the geometric sense): via Latin from Greek 
puramis

 , 
puramid-

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






pyramid scheme






noun




a form of investment (illegal in the US and elsewhere) in which each paying participant recruits two further participants, with returns being given to early participants using money contributed by later ones.














pyramid selling






noun




a system of selling goods or services in which each salesperson recruits further salespeople, resulting in a hierarchy in which each member receives compensation for the sales made by those below them.













Pyramus

 
/ˈpirəməs /

 

‹Roman Mythology›






I.
 
a Babylonian youth, lover of Thisbe.





Forbidden to marry by their parents, who were neighbors, the lovers conversed through a chink in a wall and agreed to meet at a tomb outside the city. There, Thisbe was frightened away by a lioness coming from its kill, and Pyramus, seeing her bloodstained cloak and supposing her dead, stabbed himself. Thisbe, finding his body when she returned, threw herself upon his sword.





pyrargyrite

 
/pīˈrärjəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark red mineral consisting of a sulfide of silver and antimony.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
puro-

 (from 
pur

 ‘fire’) + 
arguros

 ‘silver’ + -ite
 1
 .





pyre

 
/ˈpī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a heap of combustible material, especially one for burning a corpse as part of a funeral ceremony.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
pura

 , from 
pur

 ‘fire.’





pyrene

 
/ˈpīrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline aromatic hydrocarbon present in coal tar.

[A tetracyclic compound; chem. formula: C16
 H10
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pur

 ‘fire’ + -ene
 .





Pyrenean

 
/ˌpirəˈnēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Pyrenees mountain range, which extends along the border between France and Spain




•
 
a small, remote Pyrenean village.



















Pyrenees

 
/ˈpirəˌnēz/






a range of mountains that extends along the border between France and Spain from the Atlantic coast to the Mediterranean Sea. Its highest peak is Pico de Aneto in northern Spain, which rises to a height of 11,168 feet (3,404 m).









pyrethrin

 
/pīˈrēTHrən pīˈreTHrən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of insecticidal compounds present in pyrethrum flowers.











– origin

 1920s: from pyrethrum
 + -in
 1
 .





pyrethroid

 
/pīˈrēTHˌroid, pīˈreTH-/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a pyrethrin or related insecticidal compound.














pyrethrum

 
/pīˈrēTHrəm pīˈreTHrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic plant of the daisy family, typically having feathery foliage and brightly colored flowers.

[Genus 
Tanacetum

 (formerly 
Chrysanthemum

 or 
Pyrethrum

 ), family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular 
T. coccineum

 , grown as an ornamental, and 
T. cinerariifolium

 , grown as a source of the insecticide pyrethrum.]




2.
 
an insecticide made from the dried flowers of the pyrethrum plant.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting pellitory): from Latin, from Greek 
purethron

 ‘feverfew.’ The current senses (based on the former genus name) date from the late 19th cent.





pyretic

 
/pīˈredik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 fevered, feverish, or inducing fever.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a medical term, now only in 
antipyretic

 ): from modern Latin 
pyreticus

 , from Greek 
puretos

 ‘fever.’





Pyrex

 
/ˈpīˌreks/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a hard, heat-resistant type of glass, typically used for ovenware




•
 
a set of Pyrex dishes.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: an invented word.





pyrexia

 
/pīˈreksēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 raised body temperature; fever.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pyrexial






adjective













2.
 
pyrexic

 
/pīˈreksik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
purexis

 , from 
puressein

 ‘be feverish,’ from 
pur

 ‘fire.’






pyridine

 
/ˈpirəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless volatile liquid with an unpleasant odor, present in coal tar and used chiefly as a solvent.

[A heteroaromatic compound; chem. formula: C5
 H5
 N.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
pur

 ‘fire’ + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





pyridostigmine

 
/ˌpirədōˈstiɡmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound related to neostigmine, with similar but weaker and longer-acting effects.











– origin

 1950s: blend of pyridine
 and neostigmine
 .





pyridoxal

 
/ˌpiriˈdäksəl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an oxidized derivative of pyridoxine that acts as a coenzyme in transamination and other processes.











– origin

 1940s: from pyridoxine
 + -al
 .






pyridoxine

 
/ˌpirəˈdäksēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a colorless weakly basic solid present chiefly in cereals, liver oils, and yeast, and important in the metabolism of unsaturated fatty acids.

Also called vitamin B6 (see vitamin B
 ). [An alcohol derived from pyridine; chem. formula: C8
 H11
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 1930s: from 
pyrid(ine)

 + ox-
 ‘oxygen’ + -ine
 4
 .





pyriform

 
/ˈpirəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 pear-shaped




•
 
the pyriform fossa.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
pyriformis

 , from 
pyrum

 (misspelling of 
pirum

 ‘pear’) + -iform.





pyrimethamine

 
/ˌpirəˈmeTHəmēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound derived from pyrimidine, used to treat malaria.














pyrimidine

 
/pəˈrimədēn pīˈriməˌdēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline compound with basic properties.

[A heteroaromatic compound; chem. formula: C4
 H4
 N2
 .]




2.
 
(also 
pyrimidine base

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a substituted derivative of this, especially the bases thymine and cytosine present in DNA.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Pyrimidin

 , from pyridine
 , with the insertion of 
-im-

 from imide
 .






pyrite

 
/ˈpīˌrīt /

 
pyrites





I.
 
noun




a shiny yellow mineral consisting of iron disulfide and typically occurring as intersecting cubic crystals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pyritic

 
/pīˈridik pəˈridik /






adjective













2.
 
pyritization

 
/pəˌrītəˈzāSHən, pī- /






noun













3.
 
pyritize

 
/ˈpīrītˌīz /






verb













4.
 
pyritous

 
/pəˈrītəs, pī- /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a mineral used for kindling fire): via Latin from Greek 
puritēs

 ‘of fire,’ from 
pur

 ‘fire.’





pyro

 
/ˈpīrō/






noun






‹informal›

 a pyromaniac.













pyro.






abbreviation




pyrotechnics.














pyro-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
of or relating to fire




•
 
pyromania.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Mineralogy]

 denoting a compound or mineral that is formed or affected by heat or has a fiery color




•
 
pyrophosphate




•
 
pyrope.

















– origin

 from Greek 
pur

 ‘fire.’





pyroclastic

 
/ˌpīrōˈklastik /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to, consisting of, or denoting fragments of rock erupted by a volcano.








II.
 
derivatives





pyroclast

 
/ˈpīrōˌklast /






noun





















pyroclastic flow






noun






[Geology]

 a dense, destructive mass of very hot ash, lava fragments, and gases ejected explosively from a volcano and typically flowing downslope at great speed.













pyroelectric

 
/ˌpīrōəˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective




having the property of becoming electrically charged when heated




•
 
a pyroelectric detector.














II.
 
derivatives





pyroelectricity

 
/ˌpīrōəˌlekˈtrisədē /






noun





















pyrogallol

 
/ˌpīrōˈɡalˌôl, -ˌōl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a weakly acid crystalline compound chiefly used as a developer in photography.

[Alternative name: 
1,3,5-trihydroxybenzene

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H3
 (OH)3
 .]













pyrogen

 
/ˈpīrəjən/






noun






[Medicine]

 a substance, typically produced by a bacterium, that produces fever when introduced or released into the blood.













pyrogenic

 
/ˌpīrōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 inducing fever.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 caused or produced by combustion or the application of heat




•
 
pyrogenic factors affecting the fluctuation of the forest–savanna boundary.














II.
 
derivatives





pyrogenicity

 
/ˌpīrōjəˈnisitē /






noun






















pyrography

 
/pīˈräɡrəfē/






noun




the art or technique of decorating wood or leather by burning a design on the surface with a heated metallic point.













pyrolusite

 
/ˌpīrōˈlo͞osīt/





I.
 
noun




a black or dark gray mineral with a metallic luster, consisting of manganese dioxide.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from pyro-
 ‘fire, heat’ + Greek 
lousis

 ‘washing’ (because of the mineral's use in decolorizing glass).






pyrolysis

 
/pīˈräləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 decomposition brought about by high temperatures.








II.
 
derivatives





pyrolytic

 
/ˌpīrəˈlitik /






adjective





















pyrolyze

 
/ˈpīrəˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 pyrolyse





I.
 
verb






[Chemistry]

 make or become decomposed through heating to a high temperature.











– origin

 1920s: from pyrolysis
 , on the pattern of 
analyze

 .





pyromania

 
/ˌpīrōˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




an obsessive desire to set fire to things.








II.
 
derivatives





pyromanic

 
/-ˈmanik /






adjective





















pyromaniac

 
/ˌpīrōˈmānēˌak/





I.
 
noun




a person suffering from pyromania




•
 
a ten-year-old pyromaniac.














II.
 
derivatives





pyromaniacal

 
/-məˈnīəkəl /






adjective





















pyrometallurgy

 
/ˌpīrōˈmedlˌərjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science and technology concerned with the use of high temperatures to extract and purify metals.








II.
 
derivatives





pyrometallurgical

 
/-ˌmetlˈərjikəl /






adjective





















pyrometer

 
/pīˈrämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring high temperatures, especially in furnaces and kilns.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pyrometric

 
/ˌpīrōˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
pyrometrically

 
/ˌpīrōˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
pyrometry

 
/pīˈrämətrē /






noun





















pyromorphite

 
/ˌpīrəˈmôrˌfīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of a chloride and phosphate of lead, typically occurring as green, yellow, or brown crystals in the oxidized zones of lead deposits.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from pyro-
 ‘fire, heat’ + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form’ + -ite
 1
 .





pyrope

 
/ˈpīrōp /

 
pyrope garnet





I.
 
noun




a deep red variety of garnet.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Pyrop

 , via Latin from Greek 
purōpos

 ‘gold-bronze,’ literally ‘fiery-eyed,’ from 
pur

 ‘fire’ + 
ōps

 ‘eye.’





pyrophoric

 
/ˌpīrōˈfôrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
liable to ignite spontaneously on exposure to air.




2.
 
(of an alloy) emitting sparks when scratched or struck.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
pyrophorus

 , from Greek 
purophoros

 ‘fire-bearing,’ from 
pur

 ‘fire’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





pyrophosphoric acid

 
/ˌpīrōˌfäsˈfôrik, -ˈfäsfərik/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a glassy solid obtained by heating phosphoric acid.

[A tetrabasic acid; chem. formula: H4
 P2
 O7
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





pyrophosphate

 
/-ˈfäsˌfāt /






noun





















pyrosis

 
/pīˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for heartburn
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
purōsis

 , from 
puroun

 ‘set on fire,’ from 
pur

 ‘fire.’





pyrotechnic

 
/ˌpīrəˈteknik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to fireworks




•
 
the sun flickered in the car like a pyrotechnic display.










2.
 
brilliant or sensational




•
 
his writing contains more pyrotechnic energy, more color and action.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
pyrotechnical

 
/ˌpīrōˈteknək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
pyrotechnist

 
/ˌpīrōˈteknəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from pyro-
 ‘fire’ + Greek 
tekhnē

 ‘art’ + -ic
 .






pyrotechnics

 
/ˌpīrəˈtekniks/






plural noun



1.
 
a fireworks display.




2.
 
a brilliant performance or display, especially of a specified skill




•
 
he thrilled his audience with vocal pyrotechnics.










3.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the art of making or displaying fireworks.













pyrotechny

 
/ˈpīrōteknē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the use of fire in alchemy.




2.
 


‹historical›

 another term for pyrotechnics
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
pyrotechnie

 or modern Latin 
pyrotechnia

 , from Greek 
pur

 ‘fire’ + 
tekhnē

 ‘art.’






pyroxene

 
/pīˈräksēn pəˈräkˌsēn/





I.
 
noun




any of a large class of rock-forming silicate minerals, generally containing calcium, magnesium, and iron and typically occurring as prismatic crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from pyro-
 ‘fire’ + Greek 
xenos

 ‘stranger’ (because the mineral group was supposed alien to igneous rocks).





pyroxenite

 
/pīˈräksənīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark, greenish, granular intrusive igneous rock consisting chiefly of pyroxenes and olivine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from pyroxene
 + -ite
 1
 .





pyroxylin

 
/pīˈräksələn, pə-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a form of nitrocellulose that is less highly nitrated and is soluble in ether and alcohol.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
pyroxyline

 , from Greek 
pur

 ‘fire’ + 
xulon

 ‘wood.’





Pyrrha

 
/ˈpirə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the wife of Deucalion.









pyrrhic1


 
/ˈpirik /

 
Pyrrhic





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a victory) won at too great a cost to have been worthwhile for the victor.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name Pyrrhus
 + -ic
 .





pyrrhic2


 
/ˈpirik/





I.
 
noun




a metrical foot of two short or unaccented syllables.








II.
 
adjective




written in or based on pyrrhic measure.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
purrhikhios (pous

 ) ‘pyrrhic (foot),’ the meter of a song accompanying a war dance, named after 
Purrhikhos

 , inventor of the dance.





Pyrrho

 
/ˈpirō/






(
c.

 365–
c.

 270 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher; regarded as the founder of skepticism. He argued that happiness comes from suspending judgment because certainty of knowledge is impossible.









Pyrrhonism

 
/ˈpirəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the philosophy of Pyrrho.




2.
 
philosophic doubt; skepticism.








II.
 
derivatives





Pyrrhonist

 
/ˈpirənəst /






noun, adjective





















pyrrhotite

 
/ˈpirəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a reddish-bronze mineral consisting of iron sulfide, typically forming massive or granular deposits.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
purrhotēs

 ‘redness’ + -ite
 1
 .





pyrrhuloxia

 
/ˌpirəˈläksēə/






noun




a songbird of Mexico and the southwestern US, related to the common cardinal. The male is mostly gray, with red face and underparts and a stout yellow parrotlike bill.

[
Cardinalis sinuatus

 , family 
Emberizidae

 , subfamily 
Cardinalidae

 .]














Pyrrhus

 
/ˈpirəs/






(
c.

 318–272 
BC

 ), king of Epirus 
c.

 307–272. After invading Italy in 280, he defeated the Romans at Asculum in 279, but sustained heavy losses; the term 
pyrrhic victory

 alludes to this.









pyrrole

 
/ˈpirōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a weakly basic sweet-smelling liquid compound present in bone oil and coal tar.

[A heteroaromatic compound; chem. formula: C4
 H4
 NH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
purrhos

 ‘reddish’ + Latin 
oleum

 ‘oil.’





pyrrolidine

 
/pəˈrōləˌdēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a pungent liquid made by reduction of pyrrole.

[Chem. formula: C4
 H8
 NH.]













pyrrolidone

 
/pəˈrōləˌdōn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless weakly basic solid that is derived from pyrrolidine.

[Chem. formula: C4
 H7
 NO.]













pyruvic acid

 
/pīˌro͞ovik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a yellowish organic acid that occurs as an intermediate in many metabolic processes, especially glycolysis.

[A keto acid; chem. formula: CH3
 COCOOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





pyruvate

 
/pəˈro͞oˌvāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
acidum pyruvicum

 , from 
acidum

 ‘acid’ + 
pyruvicum

 based on pyro-
 (denoting an acid) + Latin 
uva

 ‘grape.’





Pythagoras

 
/pəˈTHaɡərəs/








c.

 580–500 
BC

 , Greek philosopher; known as 
Pythagoras of Samos

 . Pythagoras sought to interpret the entire physical world in terms of numbers and founded their systematic and mystical study. He is best known for the theorem of the right-angled triangle.









Pythagorean

 
/pəˌTHaɡəˈrēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the Greek philosopher Pythagoras or his ideas




•
 
the Pythagorean doctrine of the transmigration of souls.










2.
 
relating to Pythagoras' theorem that the square of the hypotenuse of a right triangle is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides




•
 
a repetitive Pythagorean angular geometry.














II.
 
noun




a person who supports the theories of the Greek philosopher Pythagoras




•
 
the early Pythagoreans represented numbers by means of dots arranged in certain patterns.



















Pythagorean theorem

 
/pəˌTHaɡəˈrēən, pī-/






a theorem attributed to Pythagoras that the square of the hypotenuse of a right triangle is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides.










Pythia

 
/ˈpiTHēə/





I.
 
the priestess of Apollo at Delphi in ancient Greece.

See Delphi
 .







– origin

 from 
Puthō

 , a former name of Delphi.





Pythian

 
/ˈpiTHēən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of Pythia, the priestess of Apollo at Delphi in ancient Greece




•
 
she begins to lose faith in the Pythian prophecy.



















Pythias

 
/ˈpiTHēəs/






see Damon
 .









python

 
/ˈpīˌTHän ˈpīTHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large heavy-bodied nonvenomous constrictor snake occurring throughout the Old World tropics.

[Family 
Pythonidae

 : genera 
Python

 (of Asia and Africa), and 
Morelia

 and 
Aspidites

 (of Australasia).]




2.
 
(
Python

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a high-level general-purpose programming language.








II.
 
derivatives





pythonic

 
/pīˈTHänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the Greek sense): via Latin from Greek 
Puthōn

 , the name of a huge serpent killed by Apollo. The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





Pythonesque

 
/ˌpīTHəˈnesk/






adjective




after the style of or resembling the absurdist or surrealist humor of 
Monty Python's Flying Circus

 , a British television comedy series (1969–74).













pythoness

 
/ˈpīTHənes/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a female soothsayer or conjuror of spirits.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
phitonise

 , from an alteration of late Latin 
pythonissa

 , based on Greek 
puthōn

 ‘soothsaying demon.’ Compare with Pythia
 .





pyuria

 
/pīˈyo͝orēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of pus in the urine, typically from bacterial infection.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
puon

 ‘pus’ + -uria
 .






pyx

 
/piks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 the container in which the consecrated bread of the Eucharist is kept.




2.
 
(in the UK) a box at the Royal Mint in which specimen gold and silver coins are deposited to be tested annually at the 
trial of the pyx

 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
pyxis

 , from Greek 
puxis

 ‘box.’





pyxidium

 
/pikˈsidēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a seed capsule that splits open so that the top comes off like the lid of a box.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
puxidion

 , diminutive of 
puxis

 ‘box.’





Pyxis

 
/ˈpiksis /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small and inconspicuous southern constellation (the Compass Box or Mariner's Compass), lying in the Milky Way between Vela and Puppis.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Pyxidis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Pyxidis.













– origin

 Latin.





q





I.
 
symbol






[Physics]

 electric charge.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: initial letter of 
quantity

 .





Q1


 
/kyo͞o /

 
q





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the seventeenth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after P in a set of items, categories, etc.








II.
 
phrases





mind one's Ps and Qs






see mind
 .

















Q2


 
/kyo͞o/






abbreviation



1.
 
quarter (used to refer to a specified quarter of the fiscal year)




•
 
we expect to have an exceptional Q4.










2.
 
queen (used especially in describing card games and recording moves in chess)




•
 
17.Qb4.










3.
 
question




•
 
Q: What's the problem? A: I don't feel well.










4.
 


[Theology]

 denoting the hypothetical source of the passages shared by the gospels of Matthew and Luke, but not found in Mark.

[probably from German 
Quelle

 ‘source.’]













QA






abbreviation




quality assurance.













qanat

 
/kəˈnät/





I.
 
noun




(in the Middle East) a gently sloping underground channel or tunnel constructed to lead water from the interior of a hill to a village below.











– origin

 Persian, from Arabic 
ḳanāt

 ‘reed, pipe, channel.’





q and a

 
/ˌkyo͞o ən ˈā/






abbreviation






‹informal›

 a question and answer period or exchange.














Qaraghandy

 
/ˈkärəˌɡändē/






an industrial city in eastern Kazakhstan, at the center of a major coal-mining region; pop. 446,100 (est. 2006).

Russian name Karaganda
 .









Qatar

 
/ˈkätär kəˈtär/







1.
 
a sheikhdom that occupies a peninsula on the western coast of the Persian Gulf; pop. 833,300 (est. 2009); capital, Doha; language, Arabic (official).





The country was a British protectorate from 1916 until 1971, when it became an independent state. Oil is the chief source of revenue.









Qatari

 
/kəˈtärē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Qatar or its people




•
 
the authority manages and establishes Qatari museums.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Qatar




•
 
education is highly valued by Qataris.



















Qattara Depression

 
/käˌtärə dəˈpreSH(ə)n/






an extensive, low-lying, and largely impassable area of desert in northeastern Africa, west of Cairo, that is 436 feet (133 m) below sea level.









qawwal

 
/kəˈwäl/






noun




a performer of qawwali.













qawwali

 
/kəˈwälē/





I.
 
noun




a style of Muslim devotional music now associated particularly with Sufis in Pakistan.











– origin

 from Arabic 
qawwāli

 , from 
qawwāl

 ‘loquacious,’ also ‘singer.’





QB






abbreviation



1.
 


[Football]

 quarterback.




2.
 


[Law]

 Queen's Bench.













QC






abbreviation



1.
 
quality control.




2.
 
Quebec (in official postal use).




3.
 


[Law]

 Queen's Counsel.













QCD






abbreviation




quantum chromodynamics.














Q-Celtic

 
/ˌkyo͞oˈkeltik/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Goidelic
 .











– origin

 
Q

 , from the retention of the Indo-European 
kw

 sound as 
q

 or 
c

 in this group of languages.





QE






abbreviation




quantitative easing.













QED

 
/ˌkyo͞o ˌē ˈdē/






abbreviation



1.
 
quantum electrodynamics.




2.
 
quod erat demonstrandum.













QEF





I.
 
abbreviation




which was to be done.











– origin

 Latin 
quod erat faciendum

 .





QF






abbreviation




quick-firing.













Q fever





I.
 
noun




an infectious fever caused by the bacterium 
Coxiella burnetii

 , which may be transmitted to humans from cattle, sheep, and other domesticated animals.











– origin

 1930s: from 
Q

 for 
query

 + fever
 .






qi

 
/CHē /

 
chi
 , ki





I.
 
noun




the circulating life force whose existence and properties are the basis of much Chinese philosophy and medicine.











– origin

 from Chinese (Mandarin dialect) 
qì

 , literally ‘air, breath.’





qiblah

 
/ˈkiblə /

 
kiblah





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the direction of the Kaaba (the sacred building at Mecca), to which Muslims turn at prayer.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Arabic 
ḳibla

 ‘that which is opposite.’





q.i.d.





I.
 
abbreviation




(in prescriptions) four times a day.











– origin

 Latin 
quater in die

 .





qigong

 
/ˌCHēˈɡäNG, -ˈɡôNG/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese system of physical exercises and breathing control related to tai chi.











– origin

 Chinese.





Qin

 
/CHin /

 
Ch'in






a dynasty that ruled China 221–206 
BC

 and was the first to establish rule over a united China. The construction of the Great Wall of China was begun during this period.









Qing

 
/CHiNG /

 
Ch'ing






a dynasty established by the Manchus that ruled China 1644–1911. Its overthrow in 1911 by Sun Yat-sen and his supporters ended imperial rule in China.









Qingdao

 
/ˈCHiNGˈdou/






a port in eastern China, in Shandong province on the Yellow Sea coast; pop. 2,654,300 (est. 2006).









Qinghai

 
/ˈCHiNGˈhī /

 
Tsinghai






a mountainous province in north central China; capital, Xining.










qinghaosu

 
/ˌCHiNGhouˈso͞o/





I.
 
noun




a terpene-based anti-malarial substance used in Chinese medicine.

[The drug is obtained from 
Artemisia annua

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 1970s: from Chinese 
qīnghāosù

 , from 
qīnghāo

 , denoting a medicinal plant of the genus 
Artemisia

 .





qintar

 
/kinˈtär/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Albania, equal to one hundredth of a lek.











– origin

 from Albanian 
qindar

 , from 
qind

 ‘hundred.’





Qiqihar

 
/ˈCHēˈCHēˈhär/






a port on the Nen River, in Heilongjiang province, in northeastern China; pop. 1,115,100 (est. 2006).









QKt






abbreviation






[Chess]

 queen's knight.













ql.






abbreviation




quintal.













Qld






abbreviation




Queensland.













qlty.






abbreviation




quality.













QM






abbreviation




quartermaster.













QMC






abbreviation




Quartermaster Corps.













QMG






abbreviation




quartermaster general.













qn.






abbreviation




question.













Qom

 
/ko͝om /

 
Qum
 , Kum






a city in central Iran; pop. 964,706 (2006). It is a holy city and center of learning among Shiite Muslims.










Qomolungma

 
/ˌCHōmōˈlo͝oNGmə /

 
Chomolungma






Tibetan name for Everest, Mount
 .









QP






abbreviation






[Chess]

 queen's pawn.













q.p.





I.
 
abbreviation




(in prescriptions) as much as you please.











– origin

 Latin 
quantum placet

 .





QPM






abbreviation




(in the UK) Queen's Police Medal.













qq.






abbreviation




questions.













qq.v.





I.
 
abbreviation




which (words, etc.) see.











– origin

 Latin 
quae vide

 .





qr.






abbreviation




quarter(s).













QR code





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a machine-readable code consisting of an array of black and white squares, typically used for storing URLs or other information for reading by the camera on a smartphone.




•
 
they were the first retailer here to offer QR codes in their advertising.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviated form of 
quick response code

 .





q.s.





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
(in prescriptions) enough; as much as is sufficient.




2.
 
quarter section.











– origin

 Latin 
quantum sufficit

 .





Q-ship

 
/ˈkyo͞oˌSHip/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a merchant ship with concealed weapons, used by the British in World War I and World War II in an attempt to destroy submarines.











– origin

 World War I: from 
Q

 as a nonexplicit symbol of the type of vessel + ship
 1
 .





QSO






abbreviation




quasistellar object, a quasar.













QT

 
q.t.





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on the QT

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 secretly; stealthily




•
 
she'd better get there on the QT.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of quiet
 .





qt.






abbreviation




quart(s).













qto.






abbreviation




quarto.













qty.






abbreviation




quantity.













qua

 
/kwä kwā/





I.
 
conjunction




in the capacity of; as being




•
 
he's hard to pin down if you get him on entertainment qua entertainment.

















– origin

 Latin, ablative feminine singular of 
qui

 ‘who.’






Quaalude

 
/ˈkwāˌlo͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 methaqualone.











– origin

 1960s: an invented name.





quack1


 
/kwak/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the characteristic harsh sound made by a duck.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a duck) make a characteristic harsh sound.




2.
 


‹informal›

 talk loudly and foolishly.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): imitative.





quack2


 
/kwak/





I.
 
noun




a person who dishonestly claims to have special knowledge and skill in some field, typically in medicine


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
quack cures.














II.
 
derivatives





quackish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation of earlier 
quacksalver

 , from Dutch, probably from obsolete 
quacken

 ‘prattle’ + 
salf

 , 
zalf

 (see salve
 1
 ).





quackery

 
/ˈkwak(ə)rē/






noun




dishonest practices and claims to have special knowledge and skill in some field, typically medicine




•
 
a website dedicated to exposing medical quackery




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the belief that these quackeries actually work.



















quack grass

 
/kwak ɡras/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for couch grass
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
quack

 , variant of 
quick

 , northern English form of quitch
 .





quad

 
/kwäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for:




2.
 
a quadrangle.




3.
 
a quadruplet (child).




4.
 
a quadriceps.




5.
 
a quad bike.




6.
 
quadraphonic sound.




7.
 
a quadriplegic.




8.
 
(in telephony) a group of four insulated conductors twisted together, usually forming two circuits.

[abbreviation of 
quadruplex

 , a telegraphic device invented by Thomas Edison, by means of which four messages could be sent simultaneously over one wire.]




9.
 
a radio antenna in the form of a square or rectangle broken in the middle of one side.

[abbreviation of quadrilateral
 .]




10.
 
a traditional roller skate.

[
quad

 , with reference to the four wheels.]




11.
 


[Printing]

 a small metal block in various sizes, lower than type height, used in letterpress printing for filling up short lines.

[abbreviation of the late 17th-cent. printing term 
quadrat

 .]








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
short for:




2.
 
quadruple.




3.
 
quadrophonic.













quad.






abbreviation



1.
 
quadrangle.




2.
 
quadrant.













quad bike

 
/kwäd bīk/






noun




a motorcycle with four large tires, typically used for racing.













quad chair

 
quad chairlift
 , quad






noun




a chairlift with seats for four people at a time.













Quad Cities

 
/ˌkwäd ˈsitēz/






an industrial complex of cities on the Mississippi River that includes Davenport and Bettendorf in southeastern Iowa, and Moline and Rock Island in northwestern Illinois. A second Quad Cities complex, in northern Alabama on the Tennessee River, consists of the cities of Florence, Sheffield, Tuscumbia, and Muscle Shoals.










quadcopter

 
/ˈkwädˌkäptər/






noun




an unmanned helicopter having four rotors




•
 
a group of students has designed a quadcopter which flies autonomously using only the computing power of a smartphone.



















quadragenarian

 
/ˌkwädrəjəˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who is from 40 to 49 years old.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
quadragenarius

 (based on Latin 
quadraginta

 ‘forty’) + -an
 .





Quadragesima

 
/ˌkwädrəˈjesəmə /

 
Quadragesima Sunday





I.
 
noun




the first Sunday in Lent.











– origin

 from ecclesiastical Latin, feminine of Latin 
quadragesimus

 ‘fortieth,’ from 
quadraginta

 ‘forty’ (Lent lasting forty days).





quadragesimal

 
/ˌkwädrəˈjesəməl/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a fast, especially one in Lent) lasting forty days.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 belonging or appropriate to the period of Lent.













quadrangle

 
/ˈkwäˌdraNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a four-sided plane figure, especially a square or rectangle.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 a square or rectangular space or courtyard enclosed by buildings.




3.
 


[Geometry]

 the area shown on a standard topographic map sheet of the US Geological Survey.








II.
 
derivatives





quadrangular

 
/kwäˈdraNGɡyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
quadrangulum

 ‘square,’ neuter of 
quadrangulus

 , from Latin ‘four’ + 
angulus

 ‘corner, angle.’





quadrant

 
/ˈkwädrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 each of four quarters of a circle.




2.
 


‹technical›

 each of four parts of a plane, sphere, space, or body divided by two lines or planes at right angles




•
 
the right upper quadrant of the kidney.










3.
 


‹technical›

 
‹historical›

 an instrument used for taking angular measurements of altitude in astronomy and navigation, typically consisting of a graduated quarter circle and a sighting mechanism.




4.
 


‹technical›

 a frame fixed to the head of a ship's rudder, to which the steering mechanism is attached.




5.
 


‹technical›

 a panel with slots through which a lever is moved to orient or otherwise control a mechanism.








II.
 
derivatives





quadrantal

 
/kwäˈdran(t)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the astronomical instrument): from Latin 
quadrans

 , 
quadrant-

 ‘quarter,’ from 
quattuor

 four.





Quadrantids

 
/ˌkwäˈdran(t)idz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an annual meteor shower with a radiant in the constellation Boötes, reaching a peak about January 3.







– origin

 from Latin 
Quadrans Muralis

 ‘the Mural Quadrant,’ the name of a former constellation.





quadraphonic

 
/ˌkwädrəˈfänik /

 
quadrophonic





I.
 
adjective




(of sound reproduction) transmitted through four channels.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quadraphonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
quadraphonics

 
/ˌkwädrəˈfäniks /






plural noun













3.
 
quadraphony

 
/kwäˈdräf(ə)nē /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from quadri-
 ‘four’ + a shortened form of stereophonic
 .





quadrat

 
/ˈkwädrat ˈkwädrət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Ecology]

 each of a number of a small areas of habitat, typically of one square meter, selected at random to act as samples for assessing the local distribution of plants or animals.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 a portable frame, typically with an internal grid, used to mark out a quadrat.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: variant of quadrate
 .






quadrate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈkwädrāt ˈkwädrət /



1.
 
(also 
quadrate bone

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 (in the skull of a bird or reptile) a squarish bone with which the jaw articulates, thought to be homologous with the incus of the middle ear in mammals.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 another term for quadratus
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈkwädrət /



1.
 
roughly square or rectangular.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈkwädrāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 make square.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 conform or cause to conform.











– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
quadrat-

 ‘made square,’ from the verb 
quadrare

 , from 
quattuor

 ‘four.’





quadratic

 
/kwäˈdradik/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 involving the second and no higher power of an unknown quantity or variable




•
 
a quadratic equation.














II.
 
noun




a quadratic equation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
quadratique

 or modern Latin 
quadraticus

 , from 
quadratus

 ‘made square,’ past participle of 
quadrare

 (see quadrate
 ).





quadrature

 
/ˈkwädrəCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of constructing a square with an area equal to that of a circle, or of another figure bounded by a curve.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the position of the moon or a planet when it is 90° from the sun as viewed from the earth.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a phase difference of 90° between two waves of the same frequency, as in the color difference signals of a television screen.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a mathematical term): from Latin 
quadratura

 ‘a square, squaring,’ from 
quadrare

 (see quadrate
 ).





quadrature amplitude modulation






noun






[Telecommunications]

 a modulation system used in microwave and satellite communication, involving phase and amplitude modulation of a carrier wave.














quadratus

 
/kwäˈdrādəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 any of several roughly square or rectangular muscles, e.g., in the abdomen, thigh, and eye socket.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘made square.’





quadrennial

 
/kwäˈdrenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every four years.




2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of four years.








II.
 
derivatives





quadrennially

 
/kwäˈdrenēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from quadrennium
 + -al
 .






quadrennium

 
/kwäˈdrenēəm/





I.
 
noun




a specified period of four years.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
quadriennium

 , from 
quadri-

 ‘four’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’






quadri-





I.
 
combining form




four; having four




•
 
quadriceps




•
 
quadriplegia.

















– origin

 from Latin 
quattuor

 ‘four.’





quadric

 
/ˈkwädrik /

 

‹Geometry›






I.
 
adjective




(of a surface or curve) described by an equation of the second degree.








II.
 
noun




a quadric surface or curve.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
quadra

 ‘square’ + -ic
 .





quadriceps

 
/ˈkwädrəˌseps/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the large muscle at the front of the thigh, which is divided into four distinct portions and acts to extend the leg.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘four-headed.’






quadrilateral

 
/ˌkwädrəˈladərəl ˌkwädrəˈlatrəl/





I.
 
noun




a four-sided figure.








II.
 
adjective




having four straight sides.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
quadrilaterus

 (from Latin 
quadri-

 ‘four’ + 
latus

 , 
later-

 ‘side’) + -al
 .






quadrille1


 
/kwäˈdril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a square dance performed typically by four couples and containing five figures, each of which is a complete dance in itself.




2.
 
a piece of music for a quadrille dance.




3.
 
each of four groups of riders taking part in a tournament or carousel, distinguished by a special costume or colors.




4.
 
a riding display.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
cuadrilla

 or Italian 
quadriglia

 ‘troop, company,’ from 
cuadra

 , 
quadra

 ‘square,’ based on Latin 
quadrare

 ‘make square.’





quadrille2


 
/kwäˈdril/





I.
 
noun




a trick-taking card game for four players using a deck of forty cards (i.e., one lacking eights, nines, and tens), fashionable in the 18th century.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, perhaps from Spanish 
cuartillo

 (from 
cuarto

 ‘fourth’). The change in the first syllable was due to association with quadrille
 1
 .





quadrille3


 
/kwäˈdril/





I.
 
noun




a ruled grid of small squares, especially on paper.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
quadrillé

 , from 
quadrille

 ‘small square,’ from Spanish 
cuadrillo

 ‘small block.’






quadrillion

 
/kwäˈdrilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
a thousand raised to the power of five (1015
 ).




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a septillion, that is, a thousand raised to the power of eight (1024
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





quadrillionth

 
/-ˈdrilyənT͟H /






ordinal number



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
million

 , by substitution of the prefix 
quadri-

 ‘four’ for the initial letters.





quadripartite

 
/ˌkwädrəˈpärtīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of four parts.




2.
 
shared by or involving four parties.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
quadripartitus

 , from 
quadri-

 ‘four’ + 
partitus

 ‘divided.’






quadriplegia

 
/ˌkwädrəˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 paralysis of all four limbs; tetraplegia.











– origin

 1920s: from quadri-
 ‘four’ + a shortened form of paraplegia
 .





quadriplegic

 
/ˌkwädrəˈplējik/





I.
 
adjective




affected by or relating to paralysis of all four limbs; tetraplegic




•
 
quadriplegic patients




•
 
quadriplegic cerebral palsy.














II.
 
noun




a person affected by paralysis of all four limbs




•
 
a car accident left him a quadriplegic.



















quadriplex

 
/ˈkwädrəpleks ˈkwɑdrəplɛks /

 
quadraplex





I.
 
noun




a building divided into four self-contained residences.











– origin

 1970s: from quadri-
 ‘four,’ on the pattern of 
duplex

 .





quadrivalent

 
/ˌkwädrəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 another term for tetravalent
 .














quadrivium

 
/kwäˈdrivēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a medieval university curriculum involving the “mathematical arts” of arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music.

Compare with trivium
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘the place where four roads meet’ (in late Latin ‘the four branches of mathematics’), from 
quadri-

 ‘four’ + 
via

 ‘road.’





quadrominium

 
/ˌkwädrəˈminēəm /

 
quadraminium





I.
 
noun




a condominium consisting of four apartments.











– origin

 1970s: blend of quadri-
 ‘four’ and condominium
 .





quadroon

 
/kwäˈdro͞on/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a person who is one-quarter black by descent.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (earlier as 
quarteron

 ): via French from Spanish 
cuarterón

 , from 
cuarto

 ‘quarter,’ from Latin 
quartus

 ; later assimilated to words beginning with quadri-
 .





quadrotor

 
/ˈkwädˌrōdər/






noun




another term for quadcopter
 :




•
 
researchers have developed a quadrotor you can steer with your brain




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
quadrotor drones.



















quadrumanous

 
/kwäˈdro͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 
‹dated›

 (of primates other than humans) having all four feet modified as hands (that is, having opposable digits).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
Quadrumana

 (former order name, neuter plural of 
quadrumanus

 , from 
quadru-

 ‘four’ + Latin 
manus

 ‘hand’) + -ous
 .





quadrumvirate

 
/kwäˈdrəmvərət/





I.
 
noun




a group of four powerful or notable people.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
quadru-

 ‘four’ + triumvirate
 .





quadruped

 
/ˈkwädrəˌped/





I.
 
noun




an animal that has four feet, especially an ungulate mammal.








II.
 
derivatives





quadrupedal

 
/ˈˌkwädrəˈpedl ˈˌkwädrəˈpēdl kwäˈdro͞opədl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
quadrupède

 or Latin 
quadrupes

 , 
quadruped-

 , from 
quadru-

 ‘four’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’






quadruple

 
/kwäˈdro͞opəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of four parts or elements




•
 
a quadruple murder.










2.
 
consisting of four times as much or as many as usual




•
 
a quadruple vodka.










3.
 
(of time in music) having four beats in a bar.








II.
 
verb




increase or be increased fourfold


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
oil prices quadrupled in the 1970s.














III.
 
noun




a quadruple thing, number, or amount.








IV.
 
derivatives





quadruply

 
/-p(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): via French from Latin 
quadruplus

 , from 
quadru-

 ‘four’ + 
-plus

 as in 
duplus

 (see duple
 ).





quadruplet

 
/kwäˈdro͞oplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
quadruplets

 )
 — each of four children born at one birth.




2.
 


[Music]

 a group of four notes to be performed in the time of three.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from quadruple
 , on the pattern of 
triplet

 .





quadruplicate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/kwäˈdro͞opləkət /



1.
 
consisting of four parts or elements.




2.
 
of which four copies are made.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/kwäˈdro͞opləˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
multiply (something) by four.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
quadruplicated

 )
 — make or provide in quadruplicate.








III.
 
phrases





in quadruplicate






in four identical copies.












IV.
 
derivatives





quadruplication

 
/kwəˌdro͞opləˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
quadruplicat-

 ‘quadrupled,’ from the verb 
quadruplicare

 , from 
quadruplex

 , 
quadruplic-

 ‘fourfold,’ from 
quadru-

 ‘four’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’





quadruplicity

 
/ˌkwädrəˈplisədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being fourfold or of forming a set of four.




2.
 


[Astrology]

 a group of four zodiacal signs of the same quality.













quadrupole

 
/ˈkwädrəˌpōl/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a distribution of electric charge or magnetization consisting of four equal monopoles, or two equal dipoles, arranged close together with alternating polarity and operating as a unit.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a device using a quadrupole directed at one point to focus beams of subatomic particles.













quad-speed

 
/ˈkwädˌspēd/






adjective




(of a CD-ROM drive, especially formerly) capable of revolving the CD-ROM at a speed of 920 rpm.













quaestor

 
/ˈkwestər/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) any of a number of officials who had charge of public revenue and expenditure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quaestorial

 
/kweˈstôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
quaestorship

 
/ˈkwestərSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Latin, from an old form of 
quaesit-

 ‘sought,’ from the verb 
quaerere

 .





quaff

 
/kwäf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink (something, especially an alcoholic drink) heartily.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an alcoholic drink.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quaffable






adjective













2.
 
quaffer






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably imitative of the sound of drinking.






quag

 
/kwaɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a marshy or boggy place.








II.
 
derivatives





quaggy

 
/ˈkwaɡē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: related to dialect 
quag

 ‘shake, quiver’; probably symbolic, the 
qu-

 suggesting movement (as in 
quake

 and 
quick

 ).






quagga

 
/ˈkwaɡə/





I.
 
noun




an extinct South African zebra that had a yellowish-brown coat with darker stripes, exterminated in 1883.

[
Equus quagga

 , family 
Equidae

 ; recent studies have shown that it was probably a variety of the common zebra.]











– origin

 Afrikaans, probably from Khoikhoi, imitative of its braying.





quagmire

 
/ˈkwaɡˌmī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft boggy area of land that gives way underfoot




•
 
torrential rain turned the building site into a quagmire.










2.
 
an awkward, complex, or hazardous situation




•
 
a legal quagmire.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from quag
 + mire
 .






quahog

 
/ˈkwôhôɡ /

 
quahaug





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large, rounded edible clam of the Atlantic coast of North America.

Also called hard clam
 , hard-shell clam
 . [
Venus mercenaria

 , family 
Veneridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Narragansett 
poquaûhock

 .





quaich

 
/kwāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 a shallow drinking cup, typically made of wood and having two handles.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 a trophy of a design similar to a quaich.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
cuach

 ‘cup.’





Quai d'Orsay

 
/ˌkā dôrˈsā/





I.
 
a riverside street on the left bank of the Seine River in Paris.




II.
 
the French ministry of foreign affairs, which has its headquarters on this street.









quail1


 
/kwāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, short-tailed Old World game bird resembling a small partridge, typically having brown camouflaged plumage.

[Family 
Phasianidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Coturnix

 , and several species, e.g., the widespread migratory 
common quail

 (
C. coturnix

 ).]




2.
 
a small or medium-sized New World game bird, the male of which has distinctive facial markings.

[Family 
Phasianidae

 (or 
Odontophoridae

 ): several genera and many species, including the bobwhite and the 
Gambel's quail

 (
Callipepla gambelii

 ) of the southwestern US.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quaille

 , from medieval Latin 
coacula

 (probably imitative of its call).





quail2


 
/kwāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or show fear or apprehension




•
 
she quailed at his heartless words.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘waste away, come to nothing’): of unknown origin.





quaint

 
/kwānt/





I.
 
adjective




attractively unusual or old-fashioned




•
 
quaint country cottages




•
 
a quaint old custom.














II.
 
derivatives





quaintness

 
/ˈkwāntnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cointe

 , from Latin 
cognitus

 ‘ascertained,’ past participle of 
cognoscere

 . The original sense was ‘wise, clever,’ also ‘ingenious, cunningly devised,’ hence ‘out of the ordinary’ and the current sense (late 18th cent).





quaintly

 
/ˈkwāntlē/






adverb




in an attractively unusual or old-fashioned manner




•
 
quaintly named cottages




•
 
the menu still refers, quaintly, to feathered and furred game.




















quake

 
/kwāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of the earth) shake or tremble




•
 
the rumbling vibrations set the whole valley quaking.










2.
 
(of a person) shake or shudder with fear




•
 
those words should have them 
quaking in their boots

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an earthquake.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an act of shaking or quaking.








III.
 
derivatives





quaky






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
cwacian

 .






Quaker

 
/ˈkwākər/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Religious Society of Friends, a Christian movement founded by George Fox 
c.

 1650 and devoted to peaceful principles. Central to the Quakers' belief is the doctrine of the “Inner Light,” or sense of Christ's direct working in the soul. This has led them to reject both formal ministry and all set forms of worship.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Quakerish

 
/ˈkwākəriSH /






adjective













2.
 
Quakerism

 
/ˈkwākəˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from quake
 + -er
 1
 , perhaps alluding to George Fox's direction to his followers to “tremble at the name of the Lord,” or from fits supposedly experienced by worshipers when moved by the Spirit. Compare with shaker
 (
sense

 2).





Quaker State






a nickname for the state of Pennsylvania
 .









quakie

 
/ˈkwākē/






noun






‹informal›

 quaking aspen (see aspen
 ).













quaking bog






noun




a bog formed over water or soft mud that shakes underfoot.













quaking grass






noun




a slender-stalked grass with oval or heart-shaped flower heads that tremble in the wind.

[Genus 
Briza

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, including 
B. media

 , which is sometimes cultivated as an ornamental.]













qual.






abbreviation




qualitative.













quale

 
/ˈkwälē/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a quality or property as perceived or experienced by a person.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
qualis

 ‘of what kind.’





qualia

 
/ˈkwälēə/






plural noun






[Philosophy]

 the internal and subjective component of sense perceptions, arising from stimulation of the senses by phenomena.













qualification

 
/ˌkwäləfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quality or accomplishment that makes someone suitable for a particular job or activity




•
 
only one qualification required—a fabulous sense of humor.










2.
 
the action or fact of becoming qualified as a practitioner of a particular profession or activity




•
 
an opportunity for student teachers to share experiences before qualification.










3.
 
a condition that must be fulfilled before a right can be acquired; an official requirement




•
 
the five-year residency qualification for presidential candidates.










4.
 
the action or fact of qualifying or being eligible for something




•
 
they need to beat Poland to ensure qualification for the World Cup finals.










5.
 
a statement or assertion that makes another less absolute




•
 
this important qualification needs to be remembered when interpreting the results




•
 
I could recommend them to everyone without qualification.










6.
 


[Grammar]

 the attribution of a quality to a word, especially a noun.








II.
 
derivatives





qualificatory

 
/ˈkwäləfəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
qualificatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
qualificare

 (see qualify
 ).





qualified

 
/ˈkwäləˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
officially recognized as being trained to perform a particular job; certified




•
 
newly qualified nurses.










2.
 
[with infinitive]
 — competent or knowledgeable to do something; capable




•
 
I was less well qualified than almost anyone present to recollect the olden days.










3.
 
not complete or absolute; limited




•
 
I could only judge this CD a qualified success.



















qualifier

 
/ˈkwäləˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person or team that qualifies for a competition or its final rounds




•
 
he is now 14 and trying to become the youngest qualifier for a PGA Tour event.










2.
 
a match or contest to decide which individuals or teams qualify for a competition or its final rounds.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 a word or phrase, especially an adjective, used to attribute a quality to another word, especially a noun.




4.
 
(in systemic grammar) a word or phrase added after a noun to qualify its meaning.














qualify

 
/ˈkwäləˌfī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be entitled to a particular benefit or privilege by fulfilling a necessary condition




•
 
they do not 
qualify for

 compensation payments.










2.
 
become eligible for a competition or its final rounds, by reaching a certain standard or defeating a competitor




•
 
he failed to qualify for the Olympic team




•
 (as 
adj.

 
qualifying

 )
 
a World Cup qualifying game.










3.
 
be or make properly entitled to be classed in a particular way




•
 
he 
qualifies as

 a genuine political refugee.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become officially recognized as a practitioner of a particular profession or activity by satisfying the relevant conditions or requirements, typically by undertaking a course of study and passing examinations




•
 
after the war he 
qualified as

 a lawyer




•
 
I've only just qualified.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — officially recognize or establish (someone) as a practitioner of a particular profession or activity




•
 
the courses qualify you as an instructor of the sport.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — make (someone) competent or knowledgeable enough to do something




•
 
I'm not qualified to write on the subject.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a statement or assertion) less absolute; add reservations to




•
 
she felt obliged to qualify her first short answer.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 make (something extreme or undesirable) less severe or extreme




•
 
his sincere piety and his large heart always qualify his errors.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 alter the strength or flavor of (something, especially a liquid)




•
 
he qualified his mug of water with a plentiful infusion of the liquor.










10.
 
(
qualify something as

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 attribute a specified quality to something; describe something as




•
 
the propositions have been qualified as heretical.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Grammar]

 (of a word or phrase) attribute a quality to (another word, especially a preceding noun).








II.
 
derivatives





qualifiable

 
/ˌkwäləˈfīəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘describe in a particular way’): from French 
qualifier

 , from medieval Latin 
qualificare

 , from Latin 
qualis

 ‘of what kind, of such a kind’ (see quality
 ).






qualitative

 
/ˈkwäləˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, measuring, or measured by the quality of something rather than its quantity




•
 
a qualitative change in the undergraduate curriculum.







Often contrasted with quantitative
 .




2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective) describing the quality of something in size, appearance, value, etc. Such adjectives can be submodified by words such as 
very

 and have comparative and superlative forms.

Contrasted with classifying
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
qualitativus

 , from Latin 
qualitas

 (see quality
 ).





qualitative analysis






noun






[Chemistry]

 identification of the constituents, e.g., elements or functional groups, present in a substance.













qualitatively

 
/ˈkwäləˌtādivlē/






adverb




with regard to the quality or qualities of something rather than its quantity




•
 
our results differ qualitatively from previous studies




•
 
security levels can be qualitatively assessed.




















quality

 
/ˈkwälədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the standard of something as measured against other things of a similar kind; the degree of excellence of something




•
 
an improvement in product quality




•
 
the hospital ranks in the top tier in quality of care.










2.
 
general excellence of standard or level




•
 
a masterpiece for connoisseurs of quality




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a wide choice of quality beers.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 high social standing




•
 
commanding the admiration of people of quality.










4.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 people of high social standing




•
 
he's dazed at being called on to speak before quality.










5.
 
a distinctive attribute or characteristic possessed by someone or something




•
 
he shows strong leadership qualities




•
 
the plant's aphrodisiac qualities.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 the distinguishing characteristic or characteristics of a speech sound.




7.
 


[Music]

 another term for timbre
 .




8.
 


[Astrology]

 any of three properties (cardinal, fixed, or mutable), representing types of movement, that a zodiacal sign can possess.











– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘character, disposition’ and ‘particular property or feature’): from Old French 
qualite

 , from Latin 
qualitas

 (translating Greek 
poiotēs

 ), from 
qualis

 ‘of what kind, of such a kind.’





quality assurance






noun




the maintenance of a desired level of quality in a service or product, especially by means of attention to every stage of the process of delivery or production.













quality circle






noun




a group of employees that meets regularly to consider ways of resolving problems and improving production in their organization.













quality control

 
/ˈkwälədē kənˈtrōl/





I.
 
noun




a system of maintaining standards in manufactured products by testing a sample of the output against the specification.








II.
 
derivatives





quality controller






noun





















quality factor






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a parameter of an oscillatory system or device, such as a laser, representing the degree to which it is undamped and hence expressing the relationship between stored energy and energy dissipation.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a figure expressing the ability of ionizing radiation to cause biological damage, relative to a standard dose of X-rays.













quality of life






noun




the standard of health, comfort, and happiness experienced by an individual or group




•
 
the things that are needed for a good quality of life




•
 
ideas to improve overall quality of life.



















quality time

 
/ˈkwälədē tīm/






noun




time spent in giving another person one's undivided attention in order to strengthen a relationship, especially with reference to working parents and their child or children.













qualm

 
/kwäm kwälm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an uneasy feeling of doubt, worry, or fear, especially about one's own conduct; a misgiving




•
 
military regimes generally 
have no qualms about

 controlling the press.










2.
 
a momentary faint or sick feeling.








II.
 
derivatives





qualmish

 
/ˈkwä(l)miSH /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘momentary sick feeling’): perhaps related to Old English 
cw(e)alm

 ‘pain,’ of Germanic origin.





quandary

 
/ˈkwänd(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of perplexity or uncertainty over what to do in a difficult situation




•
 
Kate is 
in a quandary

 .










2.
 
a difficult situation; a practical dilemma




•
 
a legal quandary.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps partly from Latin 
quando

 ‘when.’





quandong

 
/ˈkwänˌdäNG/





I.
 
noun




either of two Australian trees.

[● a small tree of the sandalwood family that has round red fruit with an edible pulp and kernel (
Eucarya acuminata

 , family 
Santalaceae

 ). ● a large tree of the subtropical rain forest that has blue berries (
Elaeocarpus grandis

 , family 
Elaeocarpaceae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Wiradhuri.





quango

 
/ˈkwaNGɡō/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a semipublic administrative body outside the civil service but receiving financial support from the government, which makes senior appointments to it.











– origin

 1970s (originally US): acronym from 
quasi

 (or 
quasi-autonomous

 ) 
nongovernment(al) organization

 .





quant1


 
/kwänt/





I.
 
noun






[Finance]

 
‹informal›

 short for quantitative analyst
 .




•
 
quants use computers to tell them what to buy and sell.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.





quant2


 
/kwänt/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a pole for propelling a barge or punt, especially one with a prong at the bottom to prevent it sinking into the mud.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Latin 
contus

 , from Greek 
kontos

 ‘boat pole.’





quant.






abbreviation




quantitative.













Quant, Mary

 
/kwänt/






(1934–), English fashion designer. She launched the miniskirt in 1966 and promoted bold colors and geometric designs. She was also one of the first to design for the ready-to-wear market.









quantal

 
/ˈkwän(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 composed of discrete units; varying in steps rather than continuously




•
 
a quantal release of neurotransmitter.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Physics]

 of or relating to a quantum or quanta, or to quantum theory.




3.
 


‹technical›

 
[chiefly Physiology]

 relating to or denoting an all-or-none response or state.








II.
 
derivatives





quantally

 
/ˈkwäntl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from quantum
 + -al
 .





quantic

 
/ˈkwän(t)ik/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a homogeneous function of two or more variables having rational and irrational coefficients.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
quantus

 ‘how great, how much’ + -ic
 .





quantifiable

 
/ˈkwän(t)əˌfīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be expressed or measured as a quantity




•
 
quantifiable data




•
 
the benefits are not easily quantifiable.














II.
 
derivatives





quantifiability

 
/ˌkwän(t)əˌfīəˈbilədē /






noun





















quantification

 
/ˌkwän(t)əfiˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the expression or measurement of the quantity of something




•
 
the quantification of damages is difficult




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
quantifications were performed to obtain mean values.



















quantifier

 
/ˈkwän(t)əˌfīər/






noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 an expression (e.g., 
all, some

 ) that indicates the scope of a term to which it is attached.




2.
 


[Logic]

 
[Grammar]

 a determiner or pronoun indicative of quantity (e.g., 
all

 , 
both

 ).













quantify

 
/ˈkwän(t)əˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express or measure the quantity of




•
 
it's very hard to quantify the cost.










2.
 


[Logic]

 define the application of (a term or proposition) by the use of 
all

 , 
some

 , etc., e.g., “for all 
x

 if 
x

 is A then 
x

 is B.”











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
quantificare

 , from Latin 
quantus

 ‘how much.’





quantile

 
/ˈkwäntīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 each of any set of values of a variate that divide a frequency distribution into equal groups, each containing the same fraction of the total population.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 any of the groups so produced, e.g., a quartile or percentile.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
quantus

 ‘how great, how much’ + -ile
 .





quantitate

 
/ˈkwän(t)əˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 determine the quantity or extent of (something in numerical terms); quantify.








II.
 
derivatives





quantitation

 
/ˌkwäntəˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from quantity
 + -ate
 3
 .






quantitative

 
/ˈkwän(t)əˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, measuring, or measured by the quantity of something rather than its quality




•
 
quantitative analysis.







Often contrasted with qualitative
 .




2.
 
denoting or relating to verse whose meter is based on the length of syllables, as in Latin, as opposed to the stress, as in English.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘having magnitude or spatial extent’): from medieval Latin 
quantitativus

 , from Latin 
quantitas

 (see quantity
 ).





quantitative analysis






noun



1.
 
analysis of a situation or event, especially a financial market, by means of complex mathematical and statistical modeling.




•
 
I did a lot of quantitative analysis early in my career, translating information into insight.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 measurement of the quantities of particular constituents present in a substance.














quantitative analyst






noun




a person who analyzes a situation or event, especially a financial market, by means of complex mathematical and statistical modeling




•
 
Wall Street firms are hiring large numbers of quantitative analysts.



















quantitative easing

 
/ˈkwäːntətātivˈēːziNG/






noun






[Finance]

 the introduction of new money into the money supply by a central bank.













quantitative linguistics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the comparative study of the frequency and distribution of words and syntactic structures in different texts.













quantitatively

 
/ˈkwän(t)əˌtādivlē/






adverb




with regard to the quantity of something rather than its quality




•
 
effects of variation in temperature were assessed quantitatively.



















quantitive

 
/ˈkwän(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective




another term for quantitative
 .








II.
 
derivatives





quantitively






adverb






















quantity

 
/ˈkwän(t)ədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amount or number of a material or immaterial thing not usually estimated by spatial measurement




•
 
the quantity and quality of the fruit can be controlled




•
 
note down the sizes, colors, and quantities that you require.










2.
 
a certain, usually specified, amount or number of something




•
 


a

 small 
quantity of

 food




•
 
if taken in large quantities, the drug can result in liver failure.










3.
 
(often 
quantities

 )
 — a considerable number or amount of something




•
 
she was able to drink quantities of beer without degenerating into giggles




•
 
many people like to buy in quantity.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 the perceived length of a vowel sound or syllable.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 a value or component that may be expressed in numbers.




6.
 
the figure or symbol representing this.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quantite

 , from Latin 
quantitas

 (translating Greek 
posotēs

 ), from 
quantus

 ‘how great, how much.’





quantity theory

 
the quantity theory of money






noun






[Economics]

 the hypothesis that changes in prices correspond to changes in the monetary supply.













quantize

 
/ˈkwänˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 apply quantum theory to, especially form into quanta, in particular restrict the number of possible values of (a quantity) or states of (a system) so that certain variables can assume only certain discrete magnitudes.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 approximate (a continuously varying signal) by one whose amplitude is restricted to a prescribed set of values.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quantization

 
/ˌkwäntəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
quantizer






noun





quantize
 (
sense

 2)






















quantum

 
/ˈkwän(t)əm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a discrete quantity of energy proportional in magnitude to the frequency of the radiation it represents.




2.
 
an analogous discrete amount of any other physical quantity, such as momentum or electric charge.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 the unit quantity of acetylcholine released at a neuromuscular junction by a single synaptic vesicle, contributing a discrete small voltage to the measured end-plate potential.




4.
 
a required or allowed amount, especially an amount of money legally payable in damages.




5.
 
a share or portion




•
 
each man has only a quantum of compassion.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘quantity’): from Latin, neuter of 
quantus

 (see quantity
 ). Sense 1 dates from the early 20th cent.






quantum bit






noun






[Computing]

 the basic unit of information in a quantum computer.













quantum chromodynamics

 
QCD






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 a quantum field theory in which the strong interaction is described in terms of an interaction between quarks mediated by gluons, both quarks and gluons being assigned a quantum number called “color.”













quantum computer





I.
 
noun




a computer that makes use of the quantum states of subatomic particles to store information.








II.
 
derivatives





quantum computing






noun





















quantum dot






noun






[Physics]

 a nanoscale particle of semiconducting material that can be embedded in cells or organisms for various experimental purposes, such as labeling proteins.













quantum electrodynamics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quantum field theory that deals with the electromagnetic field and its interaction with electrically charged particles.













quantum field theory






noun






[Physics]

 a field theory that incorporates quantum mechanics and the principles of the theory of relativity.













quantum gravity






noun






[Physics]

 a theory that attempts to explain gravitational physics in terms of quantum mechanics.













quantum jump






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 an abrupt transition of an electron, atom, or molecule from one quantum state to another, with the absorption or emission of a quantum.




2.
 
(also 
quantum leap

 )
 — a huge, often sudden, increase or change in something




•
 
the quantum jump in Jamie's grades this semester are extremely encouraging.



















quantum mechanics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 the branch of mechanics that deals with the mathematical description of the motion and interaction of subatomic particles, incorporating the concepts of quantization of energy, wave-particle duality, the uncertainty principle, and the correspondence principle.








II.
 
derivatives





quantum-mechanical






adjective





















quantum medicine






noun




a branch of complementary medicine that uses low-dosage electromagnetic radiation in the treatment, diagnosis, and prevention of disease.













quantum meruit

 
/ˌkwän(t)əm ˈmerəwᵻt/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 a reasonable sum of money to be paid for services rendered or work done when the amount due is not stipulated in a legally enforceable contract.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘as much as he has deserved.’





quantum number






noun






[Physics]

 a number that occurs in the theoretical expression for the value of some quantized property of a subatomic particle, atom, or molecule and can only have certain integral or half-integral values.














quantum state






noun






[Physics]

 a state of a quantized system that is described by a set of quantum numbers.













quantum theory






noun






[Physics]

 a theory of matter and energy based on the concept of quanta, especially quantum mechanics.













Quaoar

 
/ˈkwouˌär/





I.
 
an asteroid, roughly the size of Pluto, discovered in 2002. Its orbit is in the Kuiper belt.







– origin

 from the name of a Native American god associated with creation.





Quapaw

 
/ˈkwôpô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Arkansas River region, now living mainly in northeastern Oklahoma.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Quapaw.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Quapaw or their language.











– origin

 from Quapaw 
okáxpa

 , perhaps meaning ‘those downstream,’ originally the name of a village.





quar.






abbreviation



1.
 
quarter.




2.
 
quarterly.













quarantine

 
/ˈkwôrənˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a state, period, or place of isolation in which people or animals that have arrived from elsewhere or been exposed to infectious or contagious disease are placed




•
 
many animals die 
in quarantine

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impose isolation on (a person, animal, or place); put in quarantine.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
quarantina

 ‘forty days,’ from 
quaranta

 ‘forty.’






quarantine flag






noun




another term for yellow flag
 .














quark1


 
/kwärk/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 any of a number of subatomic particles carrying a fractional electric charge, postulated as building blocks of the hadrons. Quarks have not been directly observed, but theoretical predictions based on their existence have been confirmed experimentally.











– origin

 1960s: a word invented by Murray Gell-Mann (see Gell-Mann, Murray
 ). Originally 
quork

 , the term was changed by association with the line “Three quarks for Muster Mark” in Joyce's 
Finnegans Wake

 (1939).





quark2


 
/kwärk/





I.
 
noun




a type of low-fat curd cheese.











– origin

 1930s: from German 
Quark

 ‘curds.’





quark-gluon plasma






noun




a hypothetical, highly energized form of matter that contains unbound quarks and gluons, believed to have been present ten millionths of a second after the Big Bang.













quarrel1


 
/ˈkwôrəl ˈkwärəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an angry argument or disagreement, typically between people who are usually on good terms




•
 
he made the mistake of 
picking a quarrel

 with John.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — a reason for disagreement with a person, group, or principle




•
 
we 
have no quarrel with

 the people of the country, only with the dictator.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an angry argument or disagreement




•
 
stop 
quarreling with

 your sister.










2.
 
(
quarrel with

 )
 — take exception to or disagree with (something)




•
 
some people quarrel with this approach.














III.
 
derivatives





quarreler

 
/ˈkwôr(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘reason for disagreement with a person’): from Old French 
querele

 , from Latin 
querel(l)a

 ‘complaint,’ from 
queri

 ‘complain.’






quarrel2


 
/ˈkwôrəl ˈkwärəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a short, heavy, square-headed arrow or bolt used in a crossbow or arbalest.




2.
 
another term for quarry
 3
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on late Latin 
quadrus

 ‘square.’ Compare with quarry
 3
 .





quarrelsome

 
/ˈkwôrəlsəm ˈkwärəlsəm/





I.
 
adjective




given to or characterized by quarreling.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quarrelsomely

 
/ˈkwôr(ə)lsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
quarrelsomeness

 
/ˈkwôr(ə)lsəmnəs /






noun





















quarry1


 
/ˈkwôrē ˈkwärē/





I.
 
noun




a place, typically a large, deep pit, from which stone or other materials are or have been extracted.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extract (stone or other materials) from a quarry.




2.
 
cut into (rock or ground) to obtain stone or other materials.











– origin

 Middle English: from a variant of medieval Latin 
quareria

 , from Old French 
quarriere

 , based on Latin 
quadrum

 ‘a square.’ The verb dates from the late 18th cent.





quarry2


 
/ˈkwôrē ˈkwärē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal pursued by a hunter, hound, predatory mammal, or bird of prey.




2.
 
a thing or person that is chased or sought




•
 
the security police crossed the border in pursuit of their quarry.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cuiree

 , alteration, influenced by 
cuir

 ‘leather’ and 
curer

 ‘clean, disembowel,’ of 
couree

 , based on Latin 
cor

 ‘heart.’ Originally the term denoted the parts of a deer that were placed on the hide and given as a reward to the hounds.






quarry3


 
/ˈkwôrē ˈkwärē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
quarrel

 )
 — a diamond-shaped pane of glass as used in lattice windows.




2.
 
short for quarry tile
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): alteration of quarrel
 2
 , which in late Middle English denoted a lattice windowpane.





quarryman

 
/ˈkwôrēmən/






noun




a worker in a quarry.














quarry tile





I.
 
noun




an unglazed floor tile, typically of a reddish-brown color.








II.
 
derivatives





quarry-tiled






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from quarry
 3
 + tile
 .






quart

 
/kwôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of liquid capacity equal to a quarter of a gallon or two pints, equivalent in the US to approximately 0.94 liter and in Britain to approximately 1.13 liters.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a unit of dry capacity equivalent to approximately 1.10 liters.




3.
 
(also 
quarte

 ) /kärt /

 — 

[Fencing]

 the fourth of eight standard parrying positions.

[French.]




4.
 
(in piquet) a sequence of four cards of the same suit.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quarte

 , from Latin 
quarta (pars

 ) ‘fourth (part),’ from 
quartus

 ‘fourth,’ from 
quattuor

 ‘four.’






quartan

 
/ˈkwôrtn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting a mild form of malaria causing a fever that recurs every third day




•
 
quartan fever.







[Quartan malaria (or quartan ague) is caused by infection with 
Plasmodium malariae

 . Compare with tertian
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
(febris) quartana

 , based on 
quartus

 ‘fourth’ (because, by inclusive reckoning, the fever recurs every fourth day).





quarter

 
/ˈkwôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of four equal or corresponding parts into which something is or can be divided




•
 
she cut each apple into quarters




•
 
a page and a quarter




•
 
a quarter of a mile.










2.
 
a period of three months regarded as one fourth of a year, used especially in reference to financial transactions such as the payment of bills or a company's earnings




•
 
the payment for each quarter's electricity is made in the next quarter.










3.
 
a period of fifteen minutes or a point of time marking the transition from one fifteen-minute period to the next




•
 
the baby was born at a quarter past nine.










4.
 
a coin representing 25 cents, one fourth of a US or Canadian dollar.




5.
 
each of the four parts into which an animal's or bird's carcass may be divided, each including a leg or wing.




6.
 
(
quarters

 )
 — the haunches or hindquarters of a horse.




7.
 
one fourth of a lunar month.




8.
 
(in various sports) each of four equal periods into which a game is divided.




9.
 


(chiefly US)

 one of four terms into which a school or college year may be divided.




10.
 
one fourth of a measure of weight, in particular




11.
 
one fourth of a pound (avoirdupois, equal to 4 ounces).




12.
 
one fourth of a hundredweight (US 25 lb or Brit. 28 lb).




13.
 


(Brit.)

 a grain measure equivalent to 8 bushels.




14.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun

 ]
 — a part of a town or city having a specific character or use




•
 
it is a beautiful port city with a fascinating medieval quarter.










15.
 
the direction of one of the points of the compass, especially as a direction from which the wind blows.




16.
 
a particular but unspecified person, group of people, or area




•
 
we have just had help from an unexpected quarter.










17.
 
either side of a ship aft of the beam




•
 
he trained his glasses over the starboard quarter.










18.
 
(
quarters

 )
 — rooms or lodgings, especially those allocated to people in military or domestic service




•
 
the servants' quarters.










19.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — pity or mercy shown toward an enemy or opponent who is in one's power




•
 
the riot squad 
gave no quarter

 .










20.
 


[Heraldry]

 each of four or more roughly equal divisions of a shield separated by vertical and horizontal lines.




21.
 
a square charge which covers the top left (dexter chief) quarter of the field.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into four equal or corresponding parts




•
 
peel and quarter the bananas.










2.
 


‹historical›

 cut (the body of an executed person) into four parts




•
 
the plotters were hanged, drawn, and quartered.










3.
 
cut (a log) into quarters, and these into planks so as to show the grain well.




4.
 
(
be quartered

 )
 — be stationed or lodged in a specified place




•
 
many were quartered in tents.










5.
 
range over or traverse (an area) in every direction




•
 
we watched a pair of kingfishers quartering the river looking for minnows.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move at an angle; go in a diagonal or zigzag direction




•
 
his young dog quartered back and forth in quick turns.










7.
 


[Heraldry]

 display (different coats of arms) in quarters of a shield, especially to show arms inherited from heiresses who have married into the bearer's family




•
 
Edward III 
quartered

 the French royal arms 
with

 his own.










8.
 
divide (a shield) into four or more parts by vertical and horizontal lines.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quartier

 , from Latin 
quartarius

 ‘fourth part of a measure,’ from 
quartus

 ‘fourth,’ from 
quattuor

 ‘four.’





quarterage

 
/ˈkwôrdərij/






noun






‹archaic›

 a sum paid or received quarterly.













quarterback

 
/ˈkwôrdərˌbak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Football]

 a player positioned behind the center who directs a team's offensive play.




2.
 


[Football]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a person who directs or coordinates an operation or project.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Football]

 play as a quarterback for (a particular team).




2.
 


[Football]

 
(N. Amer.)

 direct or coordinate (an operation or project).













quarter binding

 
/ˈkwôrdər ˈbīndiNG/





I.
 
noun




a type of bookbinding in which the spine is covered in one material (usually leather) and the rest of the cover in another.








II.
 
derivatives





quarter-bound






adjective





















quarterdeck

 
/ˈkwôrdərˌdek/






noun



1.
 
the part of a ship's upper deck near the stern, traditionally reserved for officers.




2.
 
the officers of a ship or the navy.













quarterfinal

 
/ˌkwôrdərˈfīnl/






noun




a match or round of a tournament that precedes the semifinal.













Quarter Horse

 
quarter horse






noun




a horse of a small, stocky breed noted for agility and speed over short distances. It is reputed to be the fastest breed of horse over distances of a quarter of a mile.













quarter-hour

 
/ˌkwôrdərˈou(ə)r /

 
quarter of an hour






noun



1.
 
a period of 15 minutes.




2.
 
a point of time 15 minutes before or after any hour.













quartering

 
/ˈkwôrdəriNG/






noun



1.
 
(
quarterings

 )
 — 

[Heraldry]

 the coats of arms marshalled on a shield to denote the marriages into a family of the heiresses of others.




2.
 
the provision of accommodations or lodgings, especially for troops.




3.
 
the action of dividing something into four parts.













quarterly

 
/ˈkwôrdərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — done, produced, or occurring once every quarter of a year




•
 
a quarterly newsletter is distributed to members.










2.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a shield or charge) divided into four (or occasionally more) subdivisions by vertical and horizontal lines.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
once every quarter of a year




•
 
interest is paid quarterly.










2.
 


[Heraldry]

 in the four, or in two diagonally opposite, quarters of a shield.

[on the pattern of Old French 
quartile

 .]








III.
 
noun




a magazine or journal that is published four times a year.













quartermaster

 
/ˈkwôrdərˌmastər/






noun



1.
 
a military officer responsible for providing quarters, rations, clothing, and other supplies.




2.
 
a naval petty officer with particular responsibility for steering and signals.













quartermaster general






noun




the head of the army department in charge of the quartering and equipment of troops.













quartern

 
/ˈkwôrdərn/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a quarter of a pint.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘a quarter’): from Old French 
quart(e)ron

 , from 
quart(e

 ) (see quart
 ).





quarter note






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a musical note having the time value of a quarter of a whole note or half a half note, represented by a large solid dot with a plain stem.

Also called crotchet
 .













quarter pipe






noun




a ramp with a slightly convex surface, used by skateboarders, rollerbladers, or snowboarders to perform jumps and other maneuvers.













quarter-saw

 
/ˈkwôrdərsô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
quarter-sawn

 )


1.
 
saw (a log) radially into quarters and then into boards




•
 
we quarter-saw the logs at our own mill




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
quarter-sawn timber from the stand of white ash.










2.
 
produce (a board or a piece of furniture) by quarter-sawing.













quarter section






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a quarter of a square mile of land; 160 acres (approximately 64.7 hectares).













quarter sessions

 
/ˈkwôrdər ˌseSHənz/






plural noun






‹historical›

 (in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland) a court of limited criminal and civil jurisdiction and of appeal, usually held quarterly in counties or boroughs, and replaced in 1972 by crown courts.













quarterstaff

 
/ˈkwôrdərˌstaf/






noun






‹historical›

 a stout pole 6–8 feet (2–2.5 m) long, tipped with iron, formerly used as a weapon.













quarter-tone

 
/ˈkwôrdər ˌtōn/






noun






[Music]

 half a semitone.













quartet

 
/kwôrˈtet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of four people playing music or singing together.




2.
 
a composition for a quartet.




3.
 
a set of four people or things.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the general sense ‘set of four’): from French 
quartette

 , from Italian 
quartetto

 , from 
quarto

 ‘fourth,’ from Latin 
quartus

 .





quartic

 
/ˈkwôrdik /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective




involving the fourth and no higher power of an unknown quantity or variable.








II.
 
noun




a quartic equation, function, curve, or surface.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
quartus

 ‘fourth’ + -ic
 .





quartier

 
/ˈkärdēā/





I.
 
noun




a district of a French city.











– origin

 French.





quartile

 
/ˈkwôrˌtīl ˈkwôrdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 each of four equal groups into which a population can be divided according to the distribution of values of a particular variable.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 each of the three values of the random variable that divide a population into four groups.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
quartilis

 , from Latin 
quartus

 ‘fourth.’





quarto

 
/ˈkwôrdō /

 
4to





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a size of book page resulting from folding each printed sheet into four leaves (eight pages).




2.
 


[Printing]

 a book of quarto size.




3.
 


[Printing]

 a size of writing paper, 10 in. × 8 in. (254 × 203 mm).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
(in) quarto

 ‘(in) the fourth (of a sheet),’ ablative of 
quartus

 ‘fourth.’





quartz

 
/kwôrts/





I.
 
noun




a hard white or colorless mineral consisting of silicon dioxide, found widely in igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks. It is often colored by impurities (as in amethyst, citrine, and cairngorm).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from German 
Quarz

 , from Polish dialect 
kwardy

 , corresponding to standard Polish 
twardy

 ‘hard.’





quartz-halogen

 
/ˌkwôrtsˈhaləjən/






adjective




(of a high-intensity electric lamp) using a quartz bulb containing the vapor of a halogen, usually iodine.













quartzite

 
/ˈkwôrtsīt/






noun






[Geology]

 an extremely compact, hard, granular rock consisting essentially of quartz. It often occurs as silicified sandstone, as in sarsen stones.













quartz lamp






noun




an electric lamp in which the envelope is made of quartz, which allows ultraviolet light to pass through it. It may be a bulb containing a halogen or a tube containing mercury vapor.













quasar

 
/ˈkwāˌzär/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a massive and extremely remote celestial object, emitting exceptionally large amounts of energy, and typically having a starlike image in a telescope. It has been suggested that quasars contain massive black holes and may represent a stage in the evolution of some galaxies.











– origin

 1960s: contraction of 
quasistellar

 .






quash

 
/kwäSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reject or void, especially by legal procedure




•
 
his conviction was quashed on appeal.










2.
 
put an end to; suppress




•
 
a hospital executive quashed rumors that nursing staff will lose jobs.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quasser

 ‘annul,’ from late Latin 
cassare

 (medieval Latin also 
quassare

 ), from 
cassus

 ‘null, void.’ Compare with squash
 1
 .





quasi-

 
/ˈkwāˌzī ˈkwäzē/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
seemingly; apparently but not really




•
 
quasi-American




•
 
quasi-scientific.










2.
 
being partly or almost




•
 
quasicrystalline.

















– origin

 from Latin 
quasi

 ‘as if, almost.’





quasi contract

 
/ˈkwāˌzī, ˈkwäzē/





I.
 
noun




an obligation of one party to another imposed by law independently of an agreement between the parties.








II.
 
derivatives





quasi-contractual






adjective





















quasicrystal

 
/ˌkwāˌzīˈkristəl, ˌkwäzē-/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a locally regular aggregation of molecules resembling a crystal in certain properties (such as that of diffraction) but not having a consistent spatial periodicity.








II.
 
derivatives





quasicrystalline

 
/-ˈkristəlēn /






adjective





















Quasimodo

 
/ˌkwäzēˈmōdō/






the name of the hunchback in Victor Hugo's novel 
Notre-Dame de Paris

 (1831).









Quasimodo, Salvatore






(1901–68), Italian poet. His early work was influenced by French symbolism but his later work was more concerned with political and social issues. Notable works: 
Water and Land

 (1930) and 
And It's Suddenly Evening

 (1942). Nobel Prize for Literature (1959).









quasiparticle

 
/ˌkwāzīˈpärtəkəl, ˌkwäzē-/






noun






[Physics]

 a quantum of energy in a crystal lattice or other system of bodies that has momentum and position and can in some respects be regarded as a particle.













quassia

 
/ˈkwäSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a South American shrub or small tree related to ailanthus.

[Genera 
Quassia

 and 
Picrasma

 , family 
Simaroubaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Q. amara

 .]




2.
 
the wood, bark, or root of the quassia, yielding a bitter medicinal tonic, insecticide, and vermifuge.











– origin

 named after Graman 
Quassi

 , an 18th-cent. Surinamese slave who discovered its medicinal properties in 1730.





quatercentenary

 
/ˌkwädərsenˈtenərē ˌkwädərˈsen(t)nˌerē/





I.
 
noun




the four-hundredth anniversary of a significant event.








II.
 
adjective




relating to a four-hundredth anniversary.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
quater

 ‘four times’ + centenary
 .






quaternary

 
/ˈkwädərˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fourth in order or rank; belonging to the fourth order.




2.
 
(
Quaternary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the most recent period in the Cenozoic era, following the Tertiary period and comprising the Pleistocene and Holocene epochs (and thus including the present).




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting an ammonium compound containing a cation of the form NR4
 +
 , where R represents organic groups or atoms other than hydrogen.




4.
 
(of a carbon atom) bonded to four other carbon atoms.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the Quaternary

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 the Quaternary period or the system of deposits laid down during it.

The Quaternary began about 1,640,000 years ago. Humans and other mammals evolved into their present forms and were strongly affected by the ice ages of the Pleistocene.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a set of four): from Latin 
quaternarius

 , from 
quaterni

 ‘four at once,’ from 
quater

 ‘four times,’ from 
quattuor

 ‘four.’





quaternion

 
/kwəˈtərnēən kwäˈternēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a complex number of the form 
w

 + 
xi

 + 
yj

 + 
zk

 , where 
w

 , 
x

 , 
y

 , 
z

 are real numbers and 
i

 , 
j

 , 
k

 are imaginary units that satisfy certain conditions.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a set of four people or things.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
quaternio(n-)

 , from Latin 
quarterni

 (see quaternary
 ).





quatorze

 
/kəˈtôrz/





I.
 
noun




(in piquet) a set of four aces, kings, queens, jacks, or tens held in one hand.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘fourteen,’ from Latin 
quattuordecim

 .






quatrain

 
/ˈkwäˌtrān/





I.
 
noun




a stanza of four lines, especially one having alternate rhymes.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from 
quatre

 ‘four.’





quatrefoil

 
/ˈkadərfoil/





I.
 
noun




an ornamental design of four lobes or leaves as used in architectural tracery, resembling a flower or four-leaf clover.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
quatre

 ‘four’ + 
foil

 ‘leaf.’





quattrocento

 
/ˌkwätrōˈ(t)SHen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the quattrocento

 )


1.
 
the 15th century as a period of Italian art or architecture.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘400’ (shortened from 
milquattrocento

 ‘1400’), used with reference to the years 1400–99.





quaver

 
/ˈkwāvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person's voice) shake or tremble in speaking, typically through nervousness or emotion.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a shake or tremble in a person's voice.




2.
 


[Music]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for eighth note
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quaveringly

 
/ˈkwāv(ə)riNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
quavery

 
/ˈkwāv(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the general sense ‘tremble’): from dialect 
quave

 ‘quake, tremble,’ probably from an Old English word related to quake
 . The noun is first recorded (mid 16th cent.) as a musical term.






quay

 
/kē k(w)ā/





I.
 
noun




a concrete, stone, or metal platform lying alongside or projecting into water for loading and unloading ships.








II.
 
derivatives





quayage

 
/ˈkēij /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
key

 , from Old French 
kay

 , of Celtic origin. The change of spelling in the late 17th cent. was influenced by the modern French spelling 
quai

 .





Quayle, Dan

 
/kwāl/






(1947–), US politician; full name 
James Danforth Quayle

 . A Republican from Indiana, he served as a member of the US House of Representatives 1977–81 and of the US Senate 1981–89 before being elected vice president of the US 1989–93.









quayside

 
/ˈkēˌsīd/






noun




a quay and the area around it.













qubit

 
/ˈkyo͞obit/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 another term for quantum bit
 .











– origin

 1990s: from 
qu

 antum 
b

 it, with punning allusion to 
cubit

 .





Que.






abbreviation




Quebec.














quean

 
/kwēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 an impudent or ill-behaved girl or woman.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a prostitute.











– origin

 Old English 
cwene

 ‘woman,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kween

 ‘barren cow,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
gunē

 ‘woman.’





queasy

 
/ˈkwēzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
nauseated; feeling sick




•
 
in the morning he was still pale and queasy.










2.
 
inducing a feeling of nausea




•
 
the queasy swell of the boat.










3.
 
slightly nervous or worried about something.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
queasily

 
/-zəlē /






adverb













2.
 
queasiness

 
/ˈkwēzēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English 
queisy

 , 
coisy

 ‘causing nausea,’ of uncertain origin; perhaps related to Old French 
coisier

 ‘to hurt.’






Quebec

 
/kəˈbek kwəˈbek/





I.
 
a heavily forested province in eastern Canada; pop. 7,546,131 (2006). Settled by the French in 1608, it was ceded to the British in 1763 and became one of the original four provinces in the Dominion of Canada in 1867. The majority of its residents are French-speaking, and it is a focal point of the French-Canadian nationalist movement, which advocates independence for Quebec. French name 
Québec

 .




II.
 
(also 
Quebec City

 )
 — the capital city of Quebec, a port on the St. Lawrence River; pop. 491,142 (2006). Founded in 1608, it is Canada's oldest city. It was captured from the French by the British in 1759 after the battle of the Plains of Abraham and became capital of Lower Canada (later Quebec) in 1791.




III.
 
a code word representing the letter Q, used in radio communication.




IV.
 
derivatives





Quebecker

 
Quebecer






noun





















Quebecois

 
/kābeˈkwä /

 
Québécois





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Quebec, typically one who is French Canadian




•
 
a 57-year-old Quebecois with a bristling gray mustache and penetrating eyes




•
 
the company now employs some 30 Maine residents and 20 Quebecois.










2.
 
the form of French spoken in Quebec




•
 
I speak Parisian French, rather than Quebecois.














II.
 
adjective




relating to Quebec or the form of French spoken there




•
 
Quebecois folk songs




•
 
the Quebecois accent.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
québécois

 .





quebracho

 
/kāˈbräˌCHō, kə-/





I.
 
noun




a South American tree whose timber and bark are a rich source of tannin.

[Genera 
Aspidosperma

 (family 
Apocynaceae

 ) and 
Schinopsis

 (family 
Anacardiaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish, from 
quebrar

 ‘to break’ + 
hacha

 ‘ax.’





Quechua

 
/ˈkeCHwə /

 
Quecha
 , Quichua





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of Peru and parts of Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, and Ecuador.




2.
 
the language or group of languages of the Quechua.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Quechua people or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Quechuan

 
/-wən /

 
Quechan






adjective, noun



















– origin

 Spanish, abbreviation of Quechua 
qheswa simi

 ‘valley speech,’ the designation of a Quechua dialect.





queen

 
/kwēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the female ruler of an independent state, especially one who inherits the position by right of birth.




2.
 
(also 
Queen Consort

 )
 — a king's wife.




3.
 
a woman or thing regarded as excellent or outstanding of its kind




•
 
the queen of romance novelists




•
 
Venice: Queen of the Adriatic.










4.
 
a woman or girl chosen to hold the most important position in a festival or event




•
 
football stars and homecoming queens.










5.
 
(
the Queen

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 (in the UK) the national anthem when there is a female sovereign.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a man's wife or girlfriend.




7.
 
the most powerful chess piece that each player has, able to move any number of unobstructed squares in any direction along a rank, file, or diagonal on which it stands.




8.
 
a playing card bearing a representation of a queen, normally ranking next below a king and above a jack.




9.
 


[Entomology]

 a reproductive female in a colony of social ants, bees, wasps, etc.




10.
 
an adult female cat that has not been spayed.




11.
 


‹informal›

 a male homosexual, typically one regarded as ostentatiously effeminate.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
queen it over

 )
 — (of a woman) behave in an unpleasant and superior way toward.




2.
 


[Chess]

 convert (a pawn) into a queen when it reaches the opponent's back rank on the board.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
queendom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
queenlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













3.
 
queenship

 
/ˈkwēnˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cwēn

 , of Germanic origin; related to quean
 .





Queen, Ellery

 
/kwēn/






US writer of detective novels; pseudonym of 
Frederic Dannay

 (1905–82) and 
Manfred Lee

 (1905–71). The novels feature a detective also called Ellery Queen.









Queen Anne






adjective




denoting a style of English furniture or architecture characteristic of the early 18th century. The furniture is noted for its simple, proportioned style and for its cabriole legs and walnut veneer; the architecture is characterized by the use of red brick in simple, basically rectangular designs.














Queen Anne's lace

 
/ˌkwēn ˌanz ˈlās/






noun




the uncultivated form of the carrot, with broad round heads of tiny white flowers that resemble lace.

Also called wild carrot
 . [
Daucus carota

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]













queen bee

 
/ˌkwēn ˈbē/






noun



1.
 
the single reproductive female in a hive or colony of honeybees.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a woman who has a dominant or controlling position in a particular group or sphere.













queen cake

 
/kwēn kāk/






noun




a small, soft, typically heart-shaped currant cake.













Queen Charlotte Islands






a group of more than 150 islands off the western coast of Canada, in British Columbia.









Queen City






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the preeminent city of a region.













queenfish

 
/ˈkwēnˌfiSH/






noun




an edible marine fish, in particular

[● a popular sporting fish of the Indo-Pacific (
Chorinemus lysan

 , family 
Carangidae

 ). ● a drumfish of the Pacific coast of North America (
Seriphus politus

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 ).]













queenly

 
/ˈkwēnlē/





I.
 
adjective




fit for or appropriate to a queen.








II.
 
derivatives





queenliness

 
/ˈkwēnlēnəs /






noun





















Queen Maud Land

 
/ˌkwēn ˈmôd ˌland/





I.
 
a part of Antarctica that borders the Atlantic Ocean, claimed since 1939 by Norway.







– origin

 named after 
Queen Maud

 of Norway (1869–1938).





queen of puddings






noun




a pudding made with bread, jam, and meringue.













Queens

 
/kwēnz/






a borough of New York City, at the western end of Long Island; pop. 2,229,379 (2000).










Queen's Bench

 
Queen's Bench Division






noun




(in the UK) a division of the High Court of Justice.













Queensberry rules

 
/ˈkwēnzberē ˌro͞olz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the standard rules of boxing, originally drawn up in 1867 to govern the sport in Britain.




2.
 
standard rules of polite or acceptable behavior.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after John Sholto Douglas (1844–1900), 8th Marquess of 
Queensberry

 , who supervised the preparation of the rules.





queen scallop






noun




a small, edible European scallop.

[
Chlamys opercularis

 , family 
Pectinidae

 .]














Queen's Counsel

 
/ˌkwēnz ˈkounsel /

 
QC






noun






(Brit.)

 a senior barrister appointed on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor.














Queen's County






former name for Laois
 .










Queen's English

 
/ˈˌkwēnz ˈiNG(ɡ)liSH/






noun

 — (
the Queen's English

 )


1.
 
standard English language as written and spoken by educated people in Britain.













queenside

 
/ˈkwēnsīd/






noun






[Chess]

 the half of the board on which both queens stand at the start of a game (the left-hand side for White, right for Black).













Queensland

 
/ˈkwēnzlənd ˈkwēnzˌland/





I.
 
a state that comprises the northeastern part of Australia; pop. 4,293,915 (2008); capital, Brisbane. Originally established in 1824 as a penal colony, Queensland was constituted a separate colony in 1859, having previously formed part of New South Wales, and was federated with the other states of Australia in 1901.




II.
 
derivatives





Queenslander






noun





















Queensland nut






noun




another term for macadamia
 .













queen's pawn






noun






[Chess]

 the pawn occupying the square immediately in front of each player's queen at the start of a game.













queensware

 
/ˈkwēnzwer/





I.
 
noun




a type of fine, cream-colored Wedgwood pottery.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as 
Queen's ware

 ): named in honor of Queen Charlotte (wife of George III), who had been presented with a set in 1765.






queer

 
/kwir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strange; odd




•
 
she had a queer feeling that they were being watched.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 slightly ill.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often offensive›

 (of a person) homosexual.




4.
 
denoting or relating to a sexual or gender identity that does not correspond to established ideas of sexuality and gender, especially heterosexual norms




•
 
queer geek culture has featured gay themes since the 1980s




•
 
nightclubs have traditionally been a space where queer people, trans women in particular, can explore gender with relative safety.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a homosexual man.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 spoil or ruin (an agreement, event, or situation)




•
 
Reg didn't want someone meddling and queering the deal at the last minute.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
queerish

 
/ˈkwēriSH /






adjective













2.
 
queerly

 
/ˈkwērlē /






adverb













3.
 
queerness

 
/ˈkwērnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: considered to be from German 
quer

 ‘oblique, perverse,’ but the origin is doubtful. / 
usage:

 The word 
queer

 was first used to mean ‘homosexual’ in the late 19th century; when used by heterosexual people, it was originally an aggressively derogatory term. By the late 1980s, however, some gay people began to deliberately use the word 
queer

 in place of 
gay

 or 
homosexual

 , in an attempt, by using the word positively, to deprive it of its negative power. 
Queer

 also came to have broader connotations, relating not only to homosexuality but to any sexual orientation or gender identity not corresponding to heterosexual norms. The neutral use of 
queer

 is now well established and widely used, especially as an adjective or modifier, and exists alongside the derogatory usage.





queercore

 
/ˈkwirˌkôr/






noun




a cultural movement among young homosexuals that deliberately rebels against and dissociates itself from the established gay scene, having as its primary form of expression an aggressive type of punk-style music.













quelea

 
/ˈkwēlēə/





I.
 
noun




a brownish weaverbird found in Africa, the male of which has either a black face or a red head.

[Genus 
Quelea

 , family 
Ploceidae

 : three species, in particular the 
red-billed quelea

 (
Q. quelea

 ), which occurs in huge numbers and is an important pest of crops.]











– origin

 modern Latin, perhaps from medieval Latin 
qualea

 ‘quail.’






quell

 
/kwel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put an end to (a rebellion or other disorder), typically by the use of force




•
 
extra police were called to quell the disturbance.










2.
 
subdue or silence someone




•
 
Connor quelled him with a look.










3.
 
suppress (a feeling, especially an unpleasant one)




•
 
he spoke up again to quell any panic among the assembled youngsters.














II.
 
derivatives





queller






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
cwellan

 ‘kill,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
quälen

 ‘torture.’





quench

 
/kwen(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
satisfy (one's thirst) by drinking.




2.
 
satisfy (a desire)




•
 
he only pursued her to quench an aching need.










3.
 
extinguish (a fire)




•
 
firemen hauled on hoses in a desperate bid to quench the flames.










4.
 
stifle or suppress (a feeling)




•
 
fury rose in him, but he quenched it.










5.
 
rapidly cool (red-hot metal or other material), especially in cold water or oil.




6.
 


[Physics]

 
[Electronics]

 suppress or damp (an effect such as luminescence, or an oscillation or discharge).








II.
 
noun




an act of quenching something very hot.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quenchable

 
/ˈkwen(t)SHəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
quencher

 
/ˈkwen(t)SHər /






noun






[chiefly Physics]

 
[Metallurgy]















3.
 
quenchless






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
-cwencan

 (in 
acwencan

 ‘put out, extinguish’), of Germanic origin.





quenelle

 
/kəˈnel/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
quenelles

 )


1.
 
a small seasoned ball of pounded fish or meat.











– origin

 French, probably from Alsatian German 
knödel

 .






quercetin

 
/ˈkwərsədin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a yellow crystalline pigment present in plants, used as a food supplement to reduce allergic responses or boost immunity.

[A flavone derivative; chem. formula: C15
 H10
 O7
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from Latin 
quercetum

 ‘oak grove’ (from 
quercus

 ‘oak’) + -in
 1
 .





Quercia, Jacopo della






see della Quercia, Jacopo
 .









Querétaro

 
/keˈrātäˌrō/





I.
 
a state in central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital city of Querétaro; pop. 596,450 (2005). In 1847, it was the scene of the signing of the treaty that ended the US–Mexican war.









querist

 
/ˈkwirəst/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a person who asks questions; a questioner.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
quaerere

 ‘ask’ + -ist
 .





quern

 
/kwərn/





I.
 
noun




a simple hand mill for grinding grain, typically consisting of two circular stones, the upper of which is rotated or rubbed to and fro on the lower one.











– origin

 Old English 
cweorn(e)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
kvern

 and Dutch 
kweern

 .





querulous

 
/ˈkwer(y)ələs/





I.
 
adjective




complaining in a petulant or whining manner




•
 
she became querulous and demanding.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
querulously

 
/ˈkwerələslē /






adverb













2.
 
querulousness

 
/ˈkwerələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from late Latin 
querulosus

 , from Latin 
querulus

 , from 
queri

 ‘complain.’





query

 
/ˈkwirē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a question, especially one addressed to an official or organization




•
 
a spokeswoman said queries could not be answered until Monday.










2.
 
used in writing or speaking to question the accuracy of a following statement or to introduce a question.




3.
 


[chiefly Printing]

 a question mark.








II.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
ask a question about something, especially in order to express one's doubts about it or to check its validity or accuracy


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
many people queried whether any harm had been done




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he queried the medical database




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Why not?” he queried.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 put a question or questions to (someone)




•
 
when these officers were queried, they felt unhappy.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: anglicized form of the Latin imperative 
quaere!

 , used in the 16th cent. in English as a verb in the sense ‘inquire’ and as a noun meaning ‘query,’ from Latin 
quaerere

 ‘ask, seek.’





query language






noun






[Computing]

 a language for the specification of procedures for the retrieval (and sometimes also modification) of information from a database.













ques.






abbreviation




question.













quesadilla

 
/ˌkāsəˈdēyə/





I.
 
noun




a tortilla filled with cheese and heated.











– origin

 Spanish.





queso

 
/ˈkāsō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 short for chile con queso
 :




•
 
my queso was not as hot as I would have hoped




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
queso dip and chips.

















– origin

 Spanish, ‘cheese.’





queso blanco

 
/ˈkāsō ˈbläNGkō/





I.
 
noun




a fresh white cow's milk cheese used in Latin American cooking.











– origin

 Spanish, ‘white cheese.’





queso fresco

 
/ˌkāsō ˈfreskō/





I.
 
noun




a semisoft fresh Mexican cheese, white in color, typically served shredded over hot foods.











– origin

 Spanish, ‘fresh cheese.’





quest

 
/kwest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long or arduous search for something




•
 


the quest for

 a reliable vaccine has intensified.










2.
 
(in medieval romance) an expedition made by a knight to accomplish a prescribed task.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search for something




•
 
he was a real scientist, questing after truth.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 search for; seek out.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quester

 
questor






noun













2.
 
questingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
queste

 (noun), 
quester

 (verb), based on Latin 
quaerere

 ‘ask, seek.’ See also inquest
 .





question

 
/ˈkwesCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sentence worded or expressed so as to elicit information




•
 
we hope this leaflet has been helpful in answering your questions.










2.
 
a doubt about the truth or validity of something




•
 
there is no question that America faces the threat of Balkanization.










3.
 
the raising of a doubt about or objection to something




•
 
Edward was the only one she obeyed 
without question






•
 
her loyalty is really 
beyond question

 .










4.
 
a matter forming the basis of a problem requiring resolution




•
 
we have kept an eye on the question of political authority.










5.
 
a matter or concern depending on or involving a specified condition or thing




•
 
it was not simply 
a question of

 age and hierarchy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask questions of (someone), especially in an official context




•
 
four men were being questioned about the killings




•
 (as 
noun

 
questioning

 )
 
the young lieutenant escorted us to the barracks for questioning.










2.
 
feel or express doubt about; raise objections to




•
 
members had questioned the cost of the scheme.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (just or only) a question of time






be certain to happen sooner or later.









2.
 
bring something into question






raise an issue for further consideration or discussion




•
 
technology had brought into question the whole future of work.















3.
 
come into question






become an issue for further consideration or discussion




•
 
our Sunday trading laws have come into question.















4.
 
in question





a.
 
being considered or discussed




•
 
on the day in question, there were several serious emergencies.










b.
 
in doubt




•
 
all of the old certainties are in question.















5.
 
no question of






no possibility of.









6.
 
out of the question






too impracticable or unlikely to merit discussion.









7.
 
question of fact








[Law]

 an issue to be decided by a jury.









8.
 
question of law








[Law]

 an issue to be decided by a judge.









9.
 
put the question






(in a formal debate or meeting) require supporters and opponents of a proposal to record their votes.












IV.
 
derivatives





questioningly

 
/ˈkwesCH(ə)niNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
question

 (noun), 
questionner

 (verb), from Latin 
quaestio(n-)

 , from 
quaerere

 ‘ask, seek.’





questionable

 
/ˈkwesCHənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
doubtful as regards truth or quality


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it is 
questionable whether

 any of these exceptions is genuine.










2.
 
not clearly honest, honorable, or wise




•
 
a few men of allegedly questionable character.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
questionability

 
/ˌkwesCHənəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
questionableness

 
/ˈkwesCH(ə)nəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
questionably

 
/ˈkwesCH(ə)nəblē /






adverb





















questionary

 
/ˈkwesCHəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun




a questionnaire.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
questionnaire

 (see questionnaire
 ).





questioner

 
/ˈkwesCH(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
a person who asks questions, especially in an official context




•
 
they respond to their questioners simply and directly




•
 
she is an experienced prosecutor and a skilled questioner.










2.
 
a person who feels or expresses doubt about something




•
 
questioners of the decisions of the church.




















question mark

 
/ˈkwesCHən ˌmärk/






noun



1.
 
a punctuation mark (?) indicating a question.




2.
 
used to express doubt or uncertainty about something




•
 
there's a 
question mark over

 his future.




















questionnaire

 
/ˌkwesCHəˈner/





I.
 
noun




a set of printed or written questions with a choice of answers, devised for the purposes of a survey or statistical study.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
questionner

 ‘to question.’





Quetta

 
/ˈkwedə/






a city in western Pakistan, the capital of Baluchistan province; pop. 860,000 (est. 2009).









quetzal

 
/ketˈsäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bird of the trogon family, with iridescent green plumage and typically red underparts, found in the forests of tropical America.

[Genus 
Pharomachrus

 , family 
Trogonidae

 : five species, esp. the 
resplendent quetzal

 (
P. mocinno

 ), the male of which has very long tail coverts and was venerated by the Aztecs.]




2.
 
the basic monetary unit of Guatemala, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 1): from Spanish, from Aztec 
quetzalli

 ‘brightly colored tail feather.’






Quetzalcóatl

 
/ˌketsəlkōˈädl/





I.
 
the plumed serpent god of the Toltec and Aztec civilizations.





Traditionally the god of the morning and evening star, he later became known as the patron of priests, inventor of books and of the calendar, and as the symbol of death and resurrection. His worship involved human sacrifice. Legend said that he would return in another age, and when Montezuma, last king of the Aztecs, received news of the landing of Cortés and his men in 1519, he thought that Quetzalcóatl had returned.





quetzalcoatlus

 
/ˌketsəlkəˈwädələs/





I.
 
noun




a giant pterosaur of the late Cretaceous period. It was the largest ever flying animal, with a wingspan of up to 50 feet (15 m).

[Genus 
Quetzalcoatlus

 , family 
Azhdarchidae

 , order 
Pterosauria

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of the Aztec god Quetzalcóatl
 .






queue

 
/kyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a line or sequence of people or vehicles awaiting their turn to be attended to or to proceed.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a list of data items, commands, etc., stored so as to be retrievable in a definite order, usually the order of insertion.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a braid of hair worn at the back.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 take one's place in a queue




•
 
in the war they had 
queued for

 food.










2.
 
(
queue up

 )
 — be extremely keen to do or have something




•
 
companies are queuing up to move to the bay.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 arrange in a queue.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a heraldic term denoting the tail of an animal): from French, based on Latin 
cauda

 ‘tail.’ Compare with cue
 2
 . dates from the mid 19th cent.





Quezon City

 
/ˈkāzän, -sōn/





I.
 
a city on the island of Luzon in the northern Philippines; pop. 2,679,500 (est. 2007). Established in 1940, it was the capital of the Philippines 1948–76.







– origin

 named after Manuel Luis 
Quezon

 (1878–1944), the first president of the republic.





quibble

 
/ˈkwibəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight objection or criticism




•
 
the only quibble about this book is the price.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a play on words; a pun.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
argue or raise objections about a trivial matter




•
 
they are always quibbling about the amount they are prepared to pay.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quibbler

 
/ˈkwib(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
quibblingly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘play on words, pun’): diminutive of obsolete 
quib

 ‘a petty objection,’ probably from Latin 
quibus

 , dative and ablative plural of 
qui

 , 
quae

 , 
quod

 ‘who, what, which,’ frequently used in legal documents and so associated with subtle distinctions or verbal niceties.





quiche

 
/kēSH/





I.
 
noun




a baked flan or tart with a savory filling thickened with eggs.











– origin

 French, from Alsatian dialect 
Küchen

 ; related to German 
Kuchen

 ‘cake.’





Quiché

 
/kēˈCHā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting the western highlands of Guatemala.




2.
 
the Mayan language of the Quiché.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Quiché or their language.











– origin

 the name in Quiché.






quick

 
/kwik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
moving fast or doing something in a short time




•
 
some children are particularly quick learners




•
 
I was much quicker than he was and held him at bay for several laps




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he was always quick to point out her faults.










2.
 
lasting or taking a short time




•
 
she took a quick look through the drawers




•
 
we went to the pub for a quick drink.










3.
 
happening with little or no delay: prompt




•
 
children like to see quick results from their efforts.










4.
 
(of a person) prompt to understand, think, or learn; intelligent




•
 
it was quick of him to spot the mistake.










5.
 
(of a person's eye or ear) keenly perceptive; alert.




6.
 
(of a person's temper) easily roused.








II.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 at a fast rate; quickly




•
 
he'll find some place where he can make money quicker




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
Get out, quick!














III.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the quick

 )
 — the soft, tender flesh below the growing part of a fingernail or toenail.




2.
 
the central or most sensitive part of someone or something.




3.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the quick

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 those who are living




•
 
the quick and the dead.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
cut someone to the quick






cause someone deep distress by a hurtful remark or action.









2.
 
(as) quick as a flash






see flash
 .









3.
 
quick on the draw






see draw
 .









4.
 
quick with child








‹archaic›

 at a stage of pregnancy when movements of the fetus have been felt.















– origin

 Old English 
cwic

 , 
cwicu

 ‘alive, animated, alert,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
kwiek

 ‘sprightly’ and German 
keck

 ‘saucy,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
vivus

 ‘alive’ and Greek 
bios

 , 
zōē

 ‘life.’





quick-and-dirty






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 makeshift; done or produced hastily




•
 
a quick-and-dirty synopsis of their work.



















quicken

 
/ˈkwikən/






verb



1.
 
make or become faster or quicker


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she quickened her pace, desperate to escape




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I felt my pulse quicken.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — spring to life; become animated




•
 
her interest quickened




•
 (as 
adj.

 
quickening

 )
 
he looked with quickening curiosity through the smoke.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stimulate




•
 
the coroner's words suddenly quickened his own memories.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give or restore life to




•
 
on the third day after his death the human body of Jesus was quickened by the Spirit.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a woman) reach a stage in pregnancy when movements of the fetus can be felt.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a fetus) begin to show signs of life.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 make (a fire) burn brighter.













quick fix






noun






‹informal›

 an easy remedy or solution, especially a temporary one which fails to address underlying problems




•
 
investors will need to be patient and not expect any quick fixes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the quick fix approach can be disastrous.



















quick-freeze

 
/ˈkwikˌfrēz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
freeze (food) rapidly so as to preserve its nutritional value.













quickie

 
/ˈkwikē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing done or made quickly or hastily, in particular




2.
 
a rapidly consumed alcoholic drink.




3.
 
a brief act of sexual intercourse.








II.
 
adjective




done or made quickly




•
 
his wife cooperated with a quickie divorce.



















quickly

 
/ˈkwiklē/






adverb



1.
 
at a fast speed; rapidly




•
 
Reg's illness progressed frighteningly quickly.










2.
 
with little or no delay; promptly




•
 
we moved quickly to deal with our auditor's questions.



















quick march

 
/ˈˌkwik ˈˌmärCH/





I.
 
noun




a brisk military march.








II.
 
exclamation




a command to begin marching quickly.













quick-moving






adjective




rapid in movement or action




•
 
this camera should capture every detail of distant or quick-moving subjects




•
 
the stories are quick-moving and predictable.



















quickness

 
/ˈkwiknəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of moving fast or doing something in a short time




•
 
an athlete with outstanding quickness and agility.










2.
 
the quality of being prompt to understand, think, or learn




•
 
his quickness of mind gained him the respect of all parties.










3.
 
the quality of a person's temper being easily roused




•
 
his quickness of temper involved him in many controversies.



















quick-release

 
/ˌkwikrəˈlēs/






adjective




(of a device) designed for rapid release




•
 
a quick-release button.



















quicksand

 
/ˈkwikˌsand/






noun

 — (also 
quicksands

 )


1.
 
loose wet sand that yields easily to pressure and sucks in anything resting on or falling into it.




2.
 
a bad or dangerous situation from which it is hard to escape




•
 
John found himself sinking fast in financial quicksand.



















quickset

 
/ˈkwikset/






noun






(Brit.)

 hedging, especially of hawthorn, grown from slips or cuttings.














quicksilver

 
/ˈkwikˌsilvər/






noun



1.
 
the liquid metal mercury.




2.
 
used in similes and metaphors to describe something that moves or changes very quickly, or that is difficult to hold or contain




•
 
his mood changed like quicksilver.



















quickstep

 
/ˈkwikˌstep/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dance similar to a fast foxtrot.




2.
 
a piece of music written for a quickstep.




3.
 
a step used when marching in quick time.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the quickstep.













quick-tempered

 
//






adjective




easily made angry.













quick-thinking






adjective




having or showing an ability to think or react quickly and effectively




•
 
a major crash was avoided thanks to quick-thinking drivers.




















quickthorn

 
/ˈkwikTHôrn/






noun




another term for hawthorn
 .













quick time

 
/ˈkwik ˌtīm/






noun






[Military]

 marching that is conducted at about 120 paces per minute.













quick trick

 
/ˈkwik ˌtrik/






noun

 — (usu. 
quick tricks

 )


1.
 


[Bridge]

 a card such as an ace (or a king in a suit where the ace is also held) that can normally be relied on to win a trick.













quick-witted

 
/ˈˌkwik ˈˌwidid/





I.
 
adjective




showing or characterized by an ability to think or respond quickly or effectively.








II.
 
derivatives





quick-wittedness

 
/ˈˌkwik ˈˌwididnəs /






noun





















quid1


 
/kwid/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 one pound sterling




•
 
we paid him four hundred quid.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: of obscure origin.





quid2


 
/kwid/





I.
 
noun




a lump of tobacco for chewing.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: variant of cud
 .





quiddity

 
/ˈkwidədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 the inherent nature or essence of someone or something.




2.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 a distinctive feature; a peculiarity




•
 
his quirks and quiddities.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
quidditas

 , from Latin 
quid

 ‘what.’





quidnunc

 
/ˈkwidˌnəNGk/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an inquisitive and gossipy person.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
quid nunc?

 ‘what now?’





quid pro quo

 
/ˌkwid ˌprō ˈkwō/





I.
 
noun




a favor or advantage granted or expected in return for something




•
 
the pardon was a quid pro quo for their help in releasing hostages.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a medicine substituted for another): Latin, ‘something for something.’





quiescent

 
/kwēˈesnt kwīˈesnt/





I.
 
adjective




in a state or period of inactivity or dormancy




•
 
strikes were headed by groups of workers who had previously been quiescent




•
 
quiescent ulcerative colitis.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quiescence

 
/kwīˈesns kwēˈesns /






noun













2.
 
quiescently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
quiescent-

 ‘being still,’ from the verb 
quiescere

 , from 
quies

 ‘quiet.’






quiet

 
/ˈkwīət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making little or no noise




•
 
the car has a quiet, economical engine




•
 
I was as quiet as I could be, but he knew I was there.










2.
 
(of a place, period of time, or situation) without much activity, disturbance, or excitement




•
 
the street below was quiet, little traffic braving the snow.










3.
 
without being disturbed or interrupted




•
 
all he wanted was a quiet drink.










4.
 
carried out discreetly, secretly, or with moderation




•
 
we wanted a quiet wedding




•
 
I'll have a quiet word with him.










5.
 
(of a person) tranquil and reserved by nature; not brash or forceful




•
 
his quiet, middle-aged parents.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — expressed in a restrained or understated way




•
 
Molly spoke with quiet confidence.










7.
 
(of a color or garment) unobtrusive; not bright or showy.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
absence of noise or bustle; silence; calm




•
 
the ringing of the telephone shattered the early morning quiet.










2.
 
freedom from disturbance or interruption by others




•
 
he understood her wish for 
peace and quiet

 .










3.
 
a peaceful or settled state of affairs in social or political life




•
 
after several months of comparative quiet, the scandal reerupted in August.














III.
 
verb






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 make or become silent, calm, or still


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
there are ways of 
quieting

 kids 
down






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the journalists 
quieted down

 as Judy stepped onto the dais.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
do anything for a quiet life






see life
 .









2.
 
keep quiet (or keep someone quiet)






refrain or prevent someone from speaking or from disclosing something secret.









3.
 
keep something quiet (or keep quiet about something)






refrain from disclosing information about something; keep something secret.









4.
 
on the quiet








‹informal›

 without anyone knowing or noticing; secretly or unobtrusively.









5.
 
(as) quiet as the grave






see grave
 1
 .









6.
 
(as) quiet as a mouse






(of a person or animal) extremely quiet or docile.















– origin

 Middle English (originally as a noun denoting peace as opposed to war): via Old French, based on Latin 
quies

 , 
quiet-

 ‘repose, quiet.’





quieten

 
/ˈkwīətn/






verb






(chiefly Brit.)

 make or become quiet and calm


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her mother was trying to quieten her




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
things seemed to have 
quietened down

 .



















quietism

 
/ˈkwīəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Christian faith) devotional contemplation and abandonment of the will as a form of religious mysticism.




2.
 
calm acceptance of things as they are without attempts to resist or change them




•
 
political quietism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quietist

 
/ˈkwīədəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
quietistic

 
/ˌkwīəˈtistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting the religious mysticism based on the teachings of the Spanish priest Miguel de Molinos (
c.

 1640–97)): from Italian 
quietismo

 , based on Latin 
quies

 , 
quiet-

 ‘quiet.’





quietly

 
/ˈkwīətlē/






adverb




in a quiet manner




•
 
he worked quietly and diligently




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she was quietly confident that they'd win.



















quietness

 
/ˈkwīətnəs/






noun



1.
 
absence of noise or bustle; calm




•
 
he loved the quietness and stillness of early summer days




•
 
a voice disturbed the quietness of the night.










2.
 
the fact or state of abstaining from speech




•
 
Grandpa's sudden quietness was disconcerting.



















quiet period






noun






[Stock Market]

 a legally mandated period of time preceding and following a company’s initial public offering when the company is prohibited from promoting its stock by releasing information not otherwise filed with regulators




•
 
the analysts haven't yet released earnings estimates because of the quiet period after the company's IPO.



















quietude

 
/ˈkwīəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




a state of stillness, calmness, and quiet in a person or place.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
quiétude

 or medieval Latin 
quietudo

 , from Latin 
quietus

 ‘quiet.’






quietus

 
/ˌkwīˈēdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
death or something that causes death, regarded as a release from life.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 something that has a calming or soothing effect.











– origin

 late Middle English: abbreviation of medieval Latin 
quietus est

 ‘he is quit’ (see quit
 1
 ), originally used as a form of receipt or discharge on payment of a debt.





quiff

 
/kwif/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a piece of hair, especially on a man, brushed upward and backward from the forehead.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally denoting a lock of hair plastered down on the forehead, especially as worn by soldiers): of unknown origin.





quill

 
/kwil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
quill feather

 )
 — any of the main wing or tail feathers of a bird.




2.
 
the hollow shaft of a feather, especially the lower part or calamus that lacks barbs.




3.
 
(also 
quill pen

 )
 — a pen made from a main wing or tail feather of a large bird by pointing and slitting the end of the shaft.




4.
 
an object in the form of a thin tube, in particular




5.
 
the hollow sharp spines of a porcupine, hedgehog, or other spiny mammal.




6.
 
(
quills

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 panpipes.




7.
 
a weaver's spindle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (fabric) into small cylindrical folds.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘hollow stem’ and ‘shaft of a feather’): probably from Middle Low German 
quiele

 .





quilling

 
/ˈkwiliNG/






noun



1.
 
a piece of quilled lace or other fabric used as a trim.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a type of ornamental craftwork involving the shaping of paper, fabric, or glass into delicate pleats or folds.













quillwork

 
/ˈkwilwərk/






noun




a type of decoration for clothing and possessions characteristic of certain North American Indian peoples, using softened and dyed porcupine quills to make elaborate applied designs.













quillwort

 
/ˈkwilˌwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a plant related to the club mosses, having a dense rosette of long slender leaves, the bases of which contain the spore-producing organs, and occurring typically as a submerged aquatic.

[Genus 
Isoetes

 , family 
Isoetaceae

 , class 
Lycopsida

 .]













quilt

 
/kwilt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a warm bed covering made of padding enclosed between layers of fabric and kept in place by lines of stitching, typically applied in a decorative design.




2.
 
a knitted or fabric bedspread with decorative stitching.




3.
 
a layer of padding used for insulation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join together (layers of fabric or padding) with lines of stitching to form a bed covering or a warm garment, or for decorative effect.








III.
 
derivatives





quilter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cuilte

 , from Latin 
culcita

 ‘mattress, cushion.’





quilted

 
/ˈkwiltəd/






adjective




(of a garment, bed covering, or sleeping bag) made of two layers of cloth filled with padding held in place by lines of stitching




•
 
a blue quilted jacket.



















quilting

 
/ˈkwiltiNG/






noun



1.
 
the making of quilts, especially as a craft or leisure activity.




2.
 
work produced by quilting; quilted material.




3.
 
the pattern of stitching used for quilting.













quin

 
/kwin/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 short for quintuplet
 .













quinacridone

 
/kwəˈnakrəˌdōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of synthetic organic compounds whose molecules contain three benzene and two pyridine rings arranged alternately. They include a number of red to violet pigments.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
quin(oline)

 + 
acrid(ine)

 + -one
 .






quinacrine

 
/ˈkwinəˌkrin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound derived from acridine, used as an anthelmintic and antimalarial drug.




2.
 
(in full 
quinacrine mustard

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 
[Biochemistry]

 a nitrogen mustard derived from this, used as a fluorescent stain for chromosomes.











– origin

 1930s: blend of quinine
 and acridine
 .





quinary

 
/ˈkwīˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fifth in order or rank.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
‹historical›

 relating to or denoting a former system of classification in which the animal kingdom is divided into five subkingdoms, and each subkingdom into five classes.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
quinarius

 , from 
quini

 ‘five at once, a set of five,’ from 
quinque

 ‘five.’






quince

 
/kwins/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard, acid, pear-shaped fruit used in preserves or as flavoring.




2.
 
the shrub or small tree that bears the quince fruit, native to western Asia.

[
Cydonia oblonga

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




3.
 
(
Japanese quince

 )
 — another term for japonica
 .











– origin

 Middle English (originally a collective plural): from Old French 
cooin

 , from Latin 
malum) cotoneum

 , variant of (
(malum) cydonium

 ‘apple of 
Cydonia

 (= Chania, in Crete).’





quinceañera

 
/ˌkinsāənˈyerə/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin America and among Latinos) a celebration of a girl's fifteenth birthday and her transition from childhood to adulthood, typically involving a mass followed by a party




•
 
weddings, baptisms, quinceañeras, birthdays, Christmas, and other holidays are all celebrations that bring families together.

















– origin

 Spanish, feminine of 
quinceañero

 ‘fifteen-year-old.’





quincentenary

 
/ˌkwinsenˈtenərē kwinˈsen(t)əˌnerē/






noun, adjective




another term for quincentennial
 .














quincentennial

 
/ˌkwinsenˈtenēəl/





I.
 
noun




the five-hundredth anniversary of a significant event.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
quinque

 ‘five’ + centennial
 .





Quincey, Thomas De






see De Quincey, Thomas
 .









quincunx

 
/ˈkwinˌkəNGks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrangement of five objects with four at the corners of a square or rectangle and the fifth at its center, used for the five on dice or playing cards, and in planting trees.




2.
 


[Astrology]

 an aspect of 150°, equivalent to five zodiacal signs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quincuncial

 
/ˌkwinˈkənSHəl /






adjective













2.
 
quincuncially

 
/ˌkwinˈkənSHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘five twelfths,’ from 
quinque

 ‘five’ + 
uncia

 ‘twelfth.’





Quincy

 
/ˈkwinzē, -sē/





I.
 
a historic industrial city in eastern Massachusetts, on Boston Harbor, southeast of Boston, a shipbuilding center; pop. 92,339 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial and commercial city in west central Illinois, on the Mississippi River; pop. 39,983 (est. 2008).









Quine, Willard Van Orman

 
/kwīn/






(1908–2000), US philosopher and logician. A radical critic of modern empiricism, he took issue with the philosophy of language proposed by Rudolf Carnap, arguing that “no statement is immune from revision” and that even the principles of logic themselves can be questioned and replaced.










quinella

 
/kwiˈnelə /

 
quiniela





I.
 
noun




a bet in which the first two places in a race must be predicted, but not necessarily in the correct order.

Compare with exacta
 .











– origin

 1940s: from Latin American Spanish 
quiniela

 .





quinidine

 
/ˈkwinəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a compound obtained from cinchona bark and used to treat irregularities of heart rhythm. It is an isomer of quinine.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
quina

 ‘cinchona bark’ (from Quechua 
kina

 ‘bark’) + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .






quinine

 
/ˈkwīˌnīn/





I.
 
noun




a bitter crystalline compound present in cinchona bark, used as a tonic and formerly as an antimalarial drug.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C20
 H24
 N2
 O2
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
quina

 ‘cinchona bark’ (from Quechua 
kina

 ‘bark’) + -ine
 4
 .





Quinn, Anthony

 
/kwin/






(1915–2001), US actor; born in Mexico; full name 
Anthony Rudolph Oaxaca Quinn

 . His movies include 
Viva Zapata

 (1952), 
La Strada

 (1954), 
Lust for Life

 (1956), 
Wild Is the Wind

 (1957), 
Zorba the Greek

 (1964), and 
A Walk in the Clouds

 (1995).









quinoa

 
/ˈkēnwä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a goosefoot found in the Andes, where it was widely cultivated for its edible starchy seeds before the introduction of Old World grains.

[
Chenopodium quinoa

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]




2.
 
the grainlike seeds of the quinoa, used as food and in the production of alcoholic drinks.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Spanish spelling of Quechua 
kinua

 , 
kinoa

 .






quinoline

 
/ˈkwinəlin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a pungent oily liquid present in coal tar and bone oil.

[A heteroaromatic compound with fused benzene and pyridine rings; chem. formula: C9
 H7
 N.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
quina

 (see quinine
 ) + -ol
 + -ine
 4
 .





quinolone

 
/ˈkwinəˌlōn, ˈkwinlˌōn/






noun




any of a class of antibiotics used in treating a variety of mainly Gram-negative infections, and thought to be responsible for antibiotic resistance in some microbes.














quinone

 
/ˈkwinōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for 1,4-benzoquinone (see benzoquinone
 ).




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any compound with the same ring structure as 1,4-benzoquinone.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
quina

 (see quinine
 ) + -one
 .






Quinquagesima

 
/ˌkwiNGkwəˈjesəmə /

 
Quinquagesima Sunday





I.
 
noun




the Sunday before the beginning of Lent.











– origin

 medieval Latin, feminine of Latin 
quinquagesimus

 ‘fiftieth,’ on the pattern of 
Quadragesima

 (because it is fifty days before Easter).





quinque-





I.
 
combining form




five; having five




•
 
quinquevalent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
quinque

 ‘five.’





quinquennial

 
/kwiNGˈkwenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every five years.




2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of five years.








II.
 
derivatives





quinquennially






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘lasting five years’): from Latin 
quinquennis

 (from 
quinque

 ‘five’ + 
annus

 ‘year’) + -al
 .





quinquennium

 
/kwiNGˈkwenēəm/





I.
 
noun




a specified period of five years.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
quinque

 ‘five’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’





quinquevalent

 
/ˌkwiNGkwəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 another term for pentavalent
 .













quinsy

 
/ˈkwinzē/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the throat, especially an abscess in the region of the tonsils.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quinencie

 , from medieval Latin 
quinancia

 , from Greek 
kunankhē

 ‘canine quinsy,’ from 
kun-

 ‘dog’ + 
ankhein

 ‘throttle.’





quint

 
/kwint/






noun



1.
 
(in piquet) a sequence of five cards of the same suit. A run of ace, king, queen, jack, and ten is a 
quint major

 and one of jack, ten, nine, eight, and seven a 
quint minor

 .

[late 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
quintus

 ‘fifth,’ from 
quinque

 ‘five.’]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for quintuplet
 .













quinta

 
/ˈkwin(t)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Spain, Portugal, and Latin America) a large house in the country or on the outskirts of a town.




2.
 
a country estate, in particular a wine-growing estate in Portugal.











– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese, from 
quinta parte

 ‘fifth part’ (originally referring to the amount of a farm's produce paid in rent).





quintain

 
/ˈkwintn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a post set up as a mark in tilting with a lance, typically with a sandbag attached that would swing around and strike an unsuccessful tilter.




2.
 
(
the quintain

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the medieval military exercise of tilting at a quintain.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
quintaine

 , perhaps based on Latin 
quintana

 , a street in a Roman camp separating the fifth and sixth maniples, where military exercises were performed (from 
quintus

 ‘fifth’).






quintal

 
/ˈkwin(t)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of weight equal to a hundredweight (112 lb) or formerly, 100 lb.




2.
 
a unit of weight equal to 100 kg.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
quintale

 , from Arabic 
ḳinṭār

 , based on Latin 
centenarius

 ‘containing a hundred.’





Quintana Roo

 
/kēnˌtänä ˈro͞o/






a state in southeastern Mexico, on the Yucatán Peninsula.









quinte

 
/kwint/





I.
 
noun






[Fencing]

 the fifth of eight standard parrying positions.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, from Latin 
quintus

 ‘fifth,’ from 
quinque

 ‘five.’





Quintero, Jose

 
/kwinˈte(ə)rō, kēn-/






(1924–99), US theatrical director; born in Panama. He was noted for directing plays by Eugene O'Neill and for founding Circle in the Square, a theater in New York City's Greenwich Village. He directed many Broadway plays, including 
Long Day's Journey into Night

 (1956), 
Strange Interlude

 (1963). and 
A Moon for the Misbegotten

 (1973).









quintessence

 
/ˌkwinˈtesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the most perfect or typical example of a quality or class




•
 
he was 
the quintessence of

 political professionalism.










2.
 
the aspect of something regarded as the intrinsic and central constituent of its character




•
 
we were all brought up to believe that advertising is 
the quintessence of

 marketing.










3.
 
a refined essence or extract of a substance.




4.
 
(in classical and medieval philosophy) a fifth substance in addition to the four elements, thought to compose the heavenly bodies and to be latent in all things.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in philosophy): via French from medieval Latin 
quinta essentia

 ‘fifth essence.’





quintessential

 
/ˌkwin(t)əˈsen(t)SHəl/






adjective




representing the most perfect or typical example of a quality or class




•
 
he was the quintessential tough guy—strong, silent, and self-contained.



















quintessentially

 
/kwin(t)əˈsen(t)SHəlē/






adverb

 — [often as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
used to emphasize the most perfect or typical example of a quality or class




•
 
a quintessentially English pop song.



















quintet

 
/kwinˈtet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of five people playing music or singing together.




2.
 
a musical composition for a quintet.




3.
 
any group of five people or things




•
 
a novel about a quintet of interrelated lovers.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
quintette

 or Italian 
quintetto

 , from 
quinto

 ‘fifth,’ from Latin 
quintus

 .





quintile

 
/ˈkwintīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Statistics]

 any of five equal groups into which a population can be divided according to the distribution of values of a particular variable.




2.
 
each of the four values of the random variable that divide a population into five groups.




3.
 


[Astrology]

 an aspect of 72° (one fifth of a circle).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
quintilis (mensis

 ) ‘fifth month, July,’ from 
quintus

 ‘fifth.’





Quintilian

 
/kwinˈtilēən/






(
c.

 
AD

 35–
c.

 96), Roman rhetorician; Latin name 
Marcus Fabius Quintilianus

 . He is noted for his 
Education of an Orator

 , a comprehensive treatment of the art of rhetoric and the training of an orator.









quintillion

 
/kwinˈtilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
a thousand raised to the power of six (1018
 ).




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a million raised to the power of five (1030
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





quintillionth

 
/-yənTH /






ordinal number



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
million

 , by substitution of the prefix 
quinti-

 ‘five’ (from Latin 
quintus

 ‘fifth’) for the initial letters.






quintuple

 
/kwinˈt(y)o͞opəl kwinˈtəpəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of five parts or things.




2.
 
five times as much or as many.




3.
 
(of time in music) having five beats in a bar.








II.
 
verb




increase or cause to increase fivefold.








III.
 
noun




a fivefold number or amount; a set of five.








IV.
 
derivatives





quintuply

 
/-(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French from medieval Latin 
quintuplus

 , from Latin 
quintus

 ‘fifth’ + 
-plus

 as in 
duplus

 (see duple
 ).






quintuplet

 
/kwinˈtəplət kwinˈt(y)o͞oplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
quintuplets

 )
 — each of five children born to the same mother at one birth.




2.
 


[Music]

 a group of five notes to be performed in the time of three or four.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from quintuple
 , on the pattern of words such as 
triplet

 .





quintuplicate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/kwinˈt(y)o͞opləˌkət /



1.
 
fivefold.




2.
 
of which five copies are made.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/kwinˈt(y)o͞opləˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
multiply by five.








III.
 
phrases





in quintuplicate





a.
 
in five identical copies.




b.
 
in groups of five.















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from quintuple
 , on the pattern of words such as 
quadruplicate

 .





quip

 
/kwip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a witty remark.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a verbal equivocation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a witty remark


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Flattery will get you nowhere,” she quipped.














III.
 
derivatives





quipster

 
/ˈkwipstər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Latin 
quippe

 ‘indeed, forsooth.’





quipu

 
/ˈkēpo͞o, ˈkwipo͞o/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Inca device for recording information, consisting of variously colored threads knotted in different ways.











– origin

 from Quechua 
khipu

 ‘knot.’






quire

 
/kwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
four sheets of paper or parchment folded to form eight leaves, as in medieval manuscripts.




2.
 
any collection of leaves one within another in a manuscript or book.




3.
 
25 (formerly 24) sheets of paper; one twentieth of a ream.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quaier

 , from Latin 
quaterni

 ‘set of four.’





quirk

 
/kwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a peculiar behavioral habit




•
 
his distaste for travel is an endearing quirk.










2.
 
a strange chance occurrence




•
 
a strange quirk of fate had led her to working for Nathan.










3.
 
a sudden twist, turn, or curve




•
 
wry humor put a slight quirk in his mouth.










4.
 


[Architecture]

 an acute hollow between convex or other moldings.








II.
 
verb




(with reference to a person's mouth or eyebrow) move or twist suddenly, especially to express surprise or amusement.








III.
 
derivatives





quirkish






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin. The early sense of the noun was ‘subtle verbal twist, quibble,’ later ‘unexpected twist.’





quirky

 
/ˈkwərkē/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by peculiar or unexpected traits




•
 
her sense of humor was decidedly quirky.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quirkily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
quirkiness

 
/ˈkwərkēnəs /






noun





















quirt

 
/kwərt/





I.
 
noun




a short-handled riding whip with a braided leather lash.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit with a quirt.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): from Spanish 
cuerda

 ‘cord’ (from Latin 
chorda

 ‘cord’) or from Mexican Spanish 
cuarta

 ‘whip.’





quisling

 
/ˈkwizliNG/





I.
 
noun




a traitor who collaborates with an enemy force occupying their country.











– origin

 World War II: from the name of Major Vidkun 
Quisling

 (1887–1945), the Norwegian army officer and diplomat who ruled Norway on behalf of the German occupying forces 1940–45.






quit1


 
/kwit/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — leave (a place), usually permanently




•
 
he was ordered to quit the cabin immediately.










2.
 


‹informal›

 resign from (a job)




•
 
she quit her job in a pizza restaurant




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
quit as

 manager of struggling Third Division City.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 stop or discontinue (an action or activity)




•
 
quit moaning!




•
 
I want to quit smoking.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ] (
quit oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 behave in a specified way




•
 
quit yourselves like men, and fight.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
quit of

 )


1.
 
rid of




•
 
I want to be quit of him.














III.
 
phrases





quit hold of








‹archaic›

 let go of.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘set free’): from Old French 
quiter

 (verb), 
quite

 (adjective), from Latin 
quietus

 , past participle of 
quiescere

 ‘be still,’ from 
quies

 ‘quiet.’






quit2


 
/kwit/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
used in names of various small songbirds found in the Caribbean area, e.g., 
bananaquit

 , 
grassquit

 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably imitative.






quitch

 
/kwiCH /

 
quitch grass





I.
 
noun




another term for couch grass
 .











– origin

 Old English 
cwice

 , of uncertain origin; perhaps related to quick
 (with reference to its vigorous growth).





quitclaim

 
/ˈkwitklām/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹historical›

 
(US)

 a formal renunciation or relinquishing of a claim.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renounce or relinquish a claim




•
 
Aikins quitclaimed his interest in the three parcels of real estate.




















quite

 
/kwīt/





I.
 
adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to the utmost or most absolute extent or degree; absolutely; completely




•
 
it's quite out of the question




•
 
are you quite certain about this?




•
 
this is quite a different problem




•
 
I quite agree




•
 
quite frankly, I don't blame you.










2.
 


(US)

 very; really (used as an intensifier)




•
 
“You've no intention of coming back?” “I'm quite sorry, but no, I have not.”










3.
 
to a certain or fairly significant extent or degree; fairly




•
 
it's quite warm outside




•
 
I was quite embarrassed, actually




•
 
she did quite well at school




•
 
he's quite an attractive man.














II.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 expressing agreement with or understanding of a remark or statement




•
 
“I don't want to talk about that now.” “Quite.”














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not quite






not completely or entirely




•
 
my hair's not quite dry




•
 
she hasn't quite got the hang of it yet.















2.
 quite the ——) ">
quite a —— (also quite the ——)






used to indicate that the specified person or thing is perceived as particularly notable, remarkable, or impressive




•
 
quite a party, isn't it?




•
 
it's been quite a year




•
 
quite the little horsewoman, aren't you?















3.
 
quite a few






see few
 .









4.
 
quite a lot (or a bit)






a considerable number or amount of something




•
 
my job involves 
quite a lot of

 travel




•
 
he's quite a bit older than she is.















5.
 
quite some





a.
 
a considerable amount of




•
 
she hasn't been seen for quite some time.










b.
 
informal way of saying quite a ——
 .









6.
 
quite something






see something
 .









7.
 
quite the thing








‹dated›

 socially acceptable




•
 
she was quite the thing in heels and stockings and lipstick.





















– origin

 Middle English: from the obsolete adjective 
quite

 , variant of quit
 1
 .





Quito

 
/ˈkēdō/






the capital of Ecuador; pop. 1,579,200 (est. 2008). It is situated in the Andes just south of the equator, at an altitude of 9,350 feet (2,850 m).









quit-rent

 
/ˈkwitrent/






noun






‹historical›

 a rent, typically a small one, paid by a freeholder or copyholder in lieu of services that might be required of them.













quits

 
/kwits/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of two people) on even terms, especially because a debt or score has been settled




•
 
I think we're just about quits now, don't you?














II.
 
phrases





call it quits





a.
 
agree or acknowledge that terms are now equal, especially on the settlement of a debt




•
 
take this check and we'll call it quits.










b.
 
decide to abandon an activity or venture




•
 
surely, after covering eleven wars, he could be forgiven for calling it quits?





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘freed from a liability or debt’): perhaps a colloquial abbreviation of medieval Latin 
quittus

 , from Latin 
quietus

 , used as a receipt (see quietus
 ).





quittance

 
/ˈkwitns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a release or discharge from a debt or obligation.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a document certifying this; a receipt.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
quitance

 , from 
quiter

 ‘to release’ (see quit
 1
 ).





quitter

 
/ˈkwidər/






noun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who gives up easily or does not have the courage or determination to finish a task.













quiver1


 
/ˈkwivər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tremble or shake with a slight rapid motion




•
 
the tree's branches stopped quivering.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to make a slight rapid motion




•
 
the bird runs along in a zigzag path, quivering its wings.














II.
 
noun




a slight trembling movement or sound, especially one caused by a sudden strong emotion




•
 
Meredith felt a quiver of fear.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quiveringly

 
/ˈkwivəriNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
quivery






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
cwifer

 ‘nimble, quick’ The initial 
qu-

 is probably symbolic of quick movement (as in 
quaver

 and 
quick

 ).





quiver2


 
/ˈkwivər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an archer's portable case for holding arrows.




2.
 
a set of surfboards of different lengths and shapes for use with different types of waves.








II.
 
phrases





an arrow in the quiver






one of a number of resources or strategies that can be drawn on or followed.















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
quiveir

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
koker

 and German 
Köcher

 .





quiver tree






noun




a tropical aloe that forms a tree, the hollow branches of which were formerly used by the San (Bushmen) as quivers.

[
Aloe dichotoma

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Aloaceae

 ).]













qui vive

 
/ˌkē ˈvēv/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on the qui vive

 )


1.
 
on the alert or lookout




•
 
duty requires the earnest liberal to spend most of his time on the qui vive for fascism.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, literally ‘(long) live who?,’ i.e., ‘on whose side are you?,’ used as a sentry's challenge.





quixotic

 
/kwikˈsädik/





I.
 
adjective




exceedingly idealistic; unrealistic and impractical




•
 
a vast and perhaps quixotic project.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quixotically

 
/kwikˈsädək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
quixotism

 
/ˈkwiksəˌtizəm /






noun













3.
 
quixotry

 
/ˈkwiksətrē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Don Quixote
 + -ic
 .





quiz1


 
/kwiz/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a test of knowledge, especially a brief, informal test given to students.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask (someone) questions




•
 
four men have been quizzed about the murder.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 give (a student or class) an informal test or examination.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a verb; originally US): possibly from quiz
 2
 , influenced by inquisitive
 .






quiz2


 
/kwiz /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look curiously or intently at (someone) through or as if through an eyeglass




•
 
deep-set eyes quizzed her in the candlelight.










2.
 
make fun of




•
 
he says there's a great deal of poetry in brewing beer, but of course he's only quizzing us.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a practical joke or hoax; a piece of banter or ridicule




•
 
I am impatient to know if the whole be not one grand quiz.










2.
 
a person who ridicules another; a hoaxer or practical joker




•
 
braving the ridicule with which it pleased the quizzes to asperse the husband chosen for her.










3.
 
a person who is odd or eccentric in character or appearance




•
 
she means to marry that quiz for the sake of his thousands.














III.
 
derivatives





quizzer






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: sometimes said to have been invented by a Dublin theater proprietor who, having made a bet that a nonsense word could be made known within 48 hours throughout the city, and that the public would give it a meaning, had the word written up on walls all over the city. There is no evidence to support this theory.





quizmaster

 
/ˈkwizˌmastər/






noun




a person who asks the questions and enforces the rules in a television or radio quiz program.













quiz show

 
/kwiz SHō/






noun




a television or radio light entertainment program in which people compete in a quiz, typically for prizes.













quizzical

 
/ˈkwizək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's expression or behavior) indicating mild or amused puzzlement




•
 
she gave me a quizzical look.










2.
 


‹rare›

 causing mild amusement because of its oddness or strangeness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
quizzicality

 
/ˌkwiziˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
quizzically

 
/ˈkwizək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
quizzicalness






noun





















Qumran

 
/ko͝omˈran/






a region on the western shore of the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea scrolls were found 1947–56 in caves at nearby Khirbet Qumran, the site of an ancient Jewish settlement.









quod

 
/kwäd/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 prison




•
 
ten years 
in quod

 .

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





quod erat demonstrandum

 
/ˌkwäd ˌerət ˌdemənˈsträndəm /

 
QED





I.
 
noun




used to convey that a fact or situation demonstrates the truth of one's theory or claim, especially to mark the conclusion of a formal proof.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘which was to be demonstrated.’





quodlibet

 
/ˈkwädləˌbet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a topic for or exercise in philosophical or theological discussion.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a lighthearted medley of well-known tunes.








II.
 
derivatives





quodlibetarian

 
/ˌkwädləbiˈte(ə)rēən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
quod

 ‘what’ + 
libet

 ‘it pleases.’






quoin

 
/k(w)oin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an external angle of a wall or building.




2.
 
(also 
quoin stone

 )
 — any of the stones or bricks forming an external angle of a wall or building; a cornerstone.




3.
 


[Printing]

 a wedge or expanding mechanical device used for locking a letterpress form into a chase.




4.
 
a wedge for raising the level of a gun barrel or for keeping it from rolling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a wall) with quoins or corners.




2.
 


[Printing]

 lock up (a form) with a quoin.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of coin
 , used earlier in the sense ‘cornerstone’ and ‘wedge.’





quoining

 
/ˈk(w)oiniNG/






noun




the stone or brick used to form a quoin of a wall or building.













quoit

 
/k(w)oit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ring of iron, rope, or rubber thrown in a game to encircle or land as near as possible to an upright peg.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
quoits

 )
 — a game consisting of aiming and throwing quoits.




3.
 
the flat covering stone of a dolmen.




4.
 
(often in place names) the dolmen itself




•
 
Quoit Green in Derbyshire.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 throw or propel like a quoit.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably of French origin.





quokka

 
/ˈkwäkə/





I.
 
noun




a small, short-tailed wallaby with a short face, round ears on top of the head, and some tree-climbing ability, native to Western Australia.

[
Setonix brachyurus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Nyungar 
kwaka

 .






quoll

 
/kwäl/





I.
 
noun




a catlike, carnivorous marsupial with short legs and a white-spotted coat, native to the forests of Australia and New Guinea.

Also called dasyure
 . [Genus 
Dasyurus

 , family 
Dasyuridae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Guugu Yimidhirr (an Aboriginal language) 
dhigul

 .





quondam

 
/ˈkwändəm ˈkwänˌdam/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 that once was; former




•
 
quondam dissidents joined the establishment




•
 
its quondam popularity.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘formerly.’





Quonset

 
/ˈkwänsət /

 
Quonset hut





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a building made of corrugated metal and having a semicircular cross section.











– origin

 World War II: named after 
Quonset

 Point, Rhode Island, where such huts were first made.





quorum

 
/ˈkwôrəm/





I.
 
noun




the minimum number of members of an assembly or society that must be present at any of its meetings to make the proceedings of that meeting valid.











– origin

 late Middle English (referring to justices of the peace): used in commissions for committee members designated by the Latin 
quorum vos … unum

 (
duos

 , etc.) 
esse volumus

 ‘of whom we wish that you … be one (two, etc).’





quot.






abbreviation




quotation.














quota

 
/ˈkwōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a limited or fixed number or amount of people or things, in particular




2.
 
a limited quantity of a particular product that under official controls can be produced, exported, or imported




•
 
the country may be exceeding its OPEC quota of 1,100,000 barrels of oil per day.










3.
 
a fixed share of something that a person or group is entitled to receive or is bound to contribute




•
 
the Faeroe Islands' commercial salmon quota.










4.
 
a person's share of something that must be done




•
 
they were arrested to help fill the quota of arrests the security police had to make during the crackdown.










5.
 
a fixed minimum or maximum number of a particular group of people allowed to do something, as immigrants to enter a country, workers to undertake a job, or students to enroll for a course




•
 
they demanded a quota for women on the committee.










6.
 
(in a system of proportional representation) the minimum number of votes required to elect a candidate.




7.
 
a person's share of a particular thing, quality, or attribute




•
 
an Irishman with a double ration of blarney and a treble quota of charm.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
quota (pars

 ) ‘how great (a part),’ feminine of 
quotus

 , from 
quot

 ‘how many.’





quotable

 
/ˈkwōdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or remark) suitable for or worth quoting.








II.
 
derivatives





quotability

 
/ˌkwōtəˈbilətē /






noun





















quotation

 
/ˌkwōˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of words taken from a text or speech and repeated by someone other than the original author or speaker




•
 
a quotation from Mark Twain




•
 
biblical quotations.










2.
 
a short musical passage or visual image taken from one piece of music or work of art and used in another.




3.
 
the action of quoting from a text, speech, piece of music, or work of art




•
 
a great argument with much quotation of Darwin.










4.
 
a formal statement setting out the estimated cost for a particular job or service




•
 
you will be sent a written quotation for the cost of repairing your machine.










5.
 


[Stock Market]

 a price offered by a broker for the sale or purchase of a stock or other security.




6.
 


[Stock Market]

 a registration granted to a company enabling their shares to be officially listed and traded.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a marginal reference to a passage of text): from medieval Latin 
quotatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
quotare

 (see quote
 ).






quotation mark






noun




each of a set of punctuation marks, single (‘ ’) or double (“ ”), used either to mark the beginning and end of a title or quoted passage or to indicate that a word or phrase is regarded as slang or jargon or is being discussed rather than used within the sentence.














quote

 
/kwōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repeat or copy out (a group of words from a text or speech), typically with an indication that one is not the original author or speaker




•
 
he 
quoted

 a passage 
from

 the Psalms




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“The stream mysterious glides beneath,” Melinda quoted




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
when we told her this she said, and I quote, “Phooey!”










2.
 
repeat a passage from (a work or author) or statement by (someone)




•
 
the prime minister was 
quoted as saying

 that he would resist all attempts to “sabotage” his government




•
 
he quoted Shakespeare, Goethe, and other poets.










3.
 
mention or refer to (someone or something) to provide evidence or authority for a statement, argument, or opinion




•
 
they won't be here at all in three years time—
you can quote me on that

 .










4.
 
(
quote someone/something as

 )
 — put forward or describe someone or something as being




•
 
heavy teaching loads are often quoted as a bad influence on research.










5.
 
give someone (the estimated price of a job or service)


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
the agent quoted a fare of $180.










6.
 


[Stock Market]

 give (a company) a quotation or listing on a stock exchange




•
 
an organization that is 
quoted on

 the Stock Exchange.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quotation from a text or speech




•
 
a quote from Wordsworth.










2.
 
a quotation giving the estimated cost for a particular job or service




•
 
quotes from different insurance companies.










3.
 


[Stock Market]

 a price offered by a broker for the sale or purchase of a stock or other security.




4.
 


[Stock Market]

 a quotation or listing of a company on a stock exchange.




5.
 
(
quotes

 )
 — quotation marks




•
 
use double quotes around precise phrases you wish to search for.














III.
 
phrases





quote —— unquote (also quote, unquote)








‹informal›

 used parenthetically when speaking to suggest quotation marks, to indicate the beginning and end of a statement or passage that one is reciting or repeating




•
 
the brochure describes the view as, quote, unquote, unforgettably breathtaking.




•
 
the second sentence says, quote, There has never been a better time to invest in the commodities market, unquote.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
quotare

 , from 
quot

 ‘how many,’ or from medieval Latin 
quota

 (see quota
 ). The original sense was ‘mark a book with numbers, or with marginal references,’ later ‘give a reference by page or chapter,’ hence ‘cite a text or person’ (late 16th cent).






quoth

 
/kwōTH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
direct speech

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 said (used only in first and third person singular before the subject)




•
 
“Well, the tide is going out” quoth the sailor.

















– origin

 Middle English: past tense of obsolete 
quethe

 ‘say, declare,’ of Germanic origin.





quotidian

 
/kwōˈtidēən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or occurring every day; daily




•
 
the car sped noisily off through the quotidian traffic.










2.
 
ordinary or everyday, especially when mundane




•
 
his story is an achingly human one, mired in quotidian details.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting the malignant form of malaria.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
quotidianus

 , earlier 
cotidianus

 , from 
cotidie

 ‘daily.’





quotient

 
/ˈkwōSHənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a result obtained by dividing one quantity by another.




2.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a degree or amount of a specified quality or characteristic




•
 
the increase in Washington's cynicism quotient.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
quotiens

 ‘how many times’ (from 
quot

 ‘how many’), by confusion with participial forms ending in 
-ens

 , 
-ent-

 .





quo warranto

 
/ˌkwō wəˈränˌtō, -ˈran-/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 
(US)

 a writ or legal action requiring a person to show by what warrant an office or franchise is held, claimed, or exercised.











– origin

 Law Latin, literally ‘by what warrant.’





qursh

 
/kərSH/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Saudi Arabia, equal to one twentieth of a riyal.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ḳirsh

 , from Slavic 
grossus

 .





q.v.

 
/ˌkyo͞o ˈvē/





I.
 
abbreviation




used to direct a reader to another part of a book or article for further information.











– origin

 from Latin 
quod vide

 , literally ‘which see.’





QWERTY

 
/ˈkwərdē/






adjective




denoting the standard layout on English-language typewriters and keyboards, having 
q

 , 
w

 , 
e

 , 
r

 , 
t

 , and 
y

 as the first keys from the left on the top row of letters.













r





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
recto.




2.
 
(giving position or direction) right




•
 
l to r: Evan, Nick, and David.










3.
 


[Law]

 rule




•
 
under r 7.4 (6) the court may hear an application immediately.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 
radius




•
 
2πr.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 correlation coefficient




•
 
sigmoidoscopic and symptom scores also showed a significant correlation with each other (r = 0.91).



















R1


 
/är /

 
r





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the eighteenth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after Q in a set of items, categories, etc.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the R months






the months with R in their names (September to April), considered to be the season for eating oysters.









2.
 
the three Rs






reading, writing, and arithmetic, regarded as the fundamentals of learning.

















R2


 
/är/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
rand




•
 
a farm worth nearly R1,3-million.










2.
 
Réaumur




•
 
198.6 °R.










3.
 
Regina or Rex




•
 
Elizabeth R.










4.
 
(also 
®

 )
 — registered as a trademark.




5.
 
(in the US) Republican




•
 
congressman Henry Hyde (R-Illinois).










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 restricted, a rating in the Voluntary Movie Rating System that children under 17 require an accompanying parent or adult guardian for admission.




7.
 
(on a gearshift) reverse.




8.
 
(
R.

 )
 — River (chiefly on maps)




•
 
R. Cherwell.










9.
 
roentgen(s).




10.
 
rook (in recording moves in chess)




•
 
21.Rh4.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 an unspecified alkyl or other organic radical or group.

[abbreviation of radical
 .]




2.
 
electrical resistance.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the gas constant.














Ra1


 
/rä /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›


 
Re






the sun god, the supreme Egyptian deity, worshiped as the creator of all life and typically with a falcon's head bearing the solar disc. From earliest times he was associated with the pharaoh.









Ra2


 
/rä/






symbol




the chemical element radium.













RA






abbreviation



1.
 
regular army.




2.
 


(US)

 resident adviser.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 right ascension.













Ra.






abbreviation




range.













RAAF






abbreviation




Royal Australian Air Force.













Rabat

 
/rəˈbät/





I.
 
the capital of Morocco, an industrial port on the Atlantic coast; pop. 1,787,300 (est. 2009). It was founded as a military fort in the 12th century by the Almohads.







– origin

 from Arabic 
Ribat el-Fath

 ‘fort of victory.’





Rabaul

 
/räˈboul/






the chief town and port on the island of New Britain in Papua New Guinea; pop. 7,000 (est. 2009).










rabbet

 
/ˈrabət /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a step-shaped recess cut along the edge or in the face of a piece of wood, typically forming a match to the edge or tongue of another piece


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rabbet joint.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a rabbet in (a piece of wood).




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — join or fix (a piece of wood) to another with a rabbet.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rabbat

 ‘abatement, recess.’





rabbet plane

 
/ˈrabət ˌplān/






noun




a plane for making a rabbet in a piece of wood.













rabbi

 
/ˈraˌbī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Jewish scholar or teacher, especially one who studies or teaches Jewish law.




2.
 
a person appointed as a Jewish religious leader.








II.
 
derivatives





rabbinate

 
/ˈrabəˌnāt ˈrab(ə)nət /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English, via ecclesiastical Latin and Greek from Hebrew 
rabbī

 ‘my master,’ from 
raḇ

 ‘master.’





rabbinical

 
/rəˈbinəkəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to rabbis or to Jewish law or teachings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rabbinic

 
/rəˈbinik raˈbinik /






adjective













2.
 
rabbinically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















rabbit

 
/ˈrabət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a burrowing, gregarious, plant-eating mammal with long ears, long hind legs, and a short tail.

[Family 
Leporidae

 : several genera and species, in particular the 
European rabbit

 (
Oryctolagus cuniculus

 ), which is often kept as a pet or raised for food.]




2.
 
the flesh of the rabbit as food.




3.
 
the fur of the rabbit.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for hare
 .




5.
 


(US)

 a runner who acts as pacesetter in the first laps of a race.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
rabbiting

 )
 — hunt rabbits




•
 
locate the area where you can 
go rabbiting

 .










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 talk at length, especially about trivial matters




•
 
stop 
rabbiting on

 , will you, and go to bed!







[from 
rabbit and pork

 , rhyming slang for ‘talk.’]




3.
 


‹informal›

 move quickly; run away




•
 
he rabbited as soon as he saw us coming.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
breed like rabbits








‹informal›

 reproduce prolifically.









2.
 
pull a rabbit out of the (or a) hat






do something unexpected but ingeniously effective in response to a problem




•
 
everyone is waiting to see if the king can pull a rabbit out of the hat and announce a ceasefire.




•
 
the Finance Minister pulled a few rabbits out of the hat to balance the Budget last year.







[with reference to a magician's trick.]












IV.
 
derivatives





rabbity

 
/ˈrabədē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from Old French (compare with French dialect 
rabotte

 ‘young rabbit’), perhaps of Dutch origin (compare with Flemish 
robbe

 ).





rabbitbrush

 
/ˈrabitˌbrəSH /

 
rabbitbush






noun




a shrub of the daisy family that bears clusters of pungent small yellow flowers, native to North America, especially the western US.

[
Chrysothamnus nauseosus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]














rabbit fever






noun




informal term for tularemia
 .














rabbitfish

 
/ˈrabitˌfiSH/






noun




a blunt-nosed chimaera with rodentlike front teeth and a long thin tail, found in the northeastern Atlantic and around South Africa.

Also called ratfish
 , rat-tail
 . [
Chimaera monstrosa

 , family 
Chimaeridae

 .]













rabbit food






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 salad or raw vegetables, characterized as insubstantial or tasteless.













rabbit hole






noun



1.
 
a rabbit's burrow




•
 
a heather-covered hillside full of rabbit holes.










2.
 
used to refer to a bizarre, confusing, or nonsensical situation or environment, typically one from which it is difficult to extricate oneself




•
 
he'll continue fearmongering to promote his agenda no matter how far 
down the rabbit hole

 it takes him.







[with allusion to Lewis Carroll's 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

 (1865), which describes how Alice enters a land of magic and strange logic by falling down a rabbit hole.]













rabbit punch

 
/ˈrabət ˌpənCH/






noun




a sharp chop with the edge of the hand to the back of the neck.













rabbit's foot






noun




the foot of a rabbit carried as a good luck charm.













rabbit's-foot clover






noun




a slender clover with narrow leaflets that are soft and silky and light pink flower heads that are slightly cylindrical and very fuzzy.

[
Trifolium arvense

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













rabble

 
/ˈrabəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disorderly crowd; a mob




•
 
he was met by a rabble of noisy, angry youths.










2.
 
(
the rabble

 )
 — 

‹derogatory›

 ordinary people, especially when regarded as socially inferior or uncouth.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘string of meaningless words’ and ‘pack of animals’): perhaps related to dialect 
rabble

 ‘to gabble.’





rabble-rouser

 
/ˈrabəl ˌrouzər/





I.
 
noun




a person who speaks with the intention of inflaming the emotions of a crowd of people, typically for political reasons.








II.
 
derivatives





rabble-rousing

 
/ˈrabəl ˌrouziNG /






adjective, noun





















Rabelais, François

 
/ˈrabəˌlā, ˌrabəˈlā/






(
c.

 1494–1553), French satirist. His writings are noted for their earthy humor, their parody of medieval learning and literature, and their affirmation of humanist values.









Rabelaisian

 
/ˌrabəˈlāzēən ˌrabəˈlāZHən/





I.
 
adjective




displaying earthy humor; bawdy




•
 
the conversation was often highly Rabelaisian.

















– origin

 suggestive of the humor of François 
Rabelais

 .





rabid

 
/ˈrabəd ˈrābəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or proceeding from an extreme or fanatical support of or belief in something




•
 
a rabid feminist.










2.
 
(of an animal) affected with rabies.




3.
 
of or connected with rabies.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rabidity

 
/rəˈbidədē /






noun













2.
 
rabidly

 
/ˈrabədlē /






adverb













3.
 
rabidness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘furious, madly violent’): from Latin 
rabidus

 , from 
rabere

 ‘to rave.’






rabies

 
/ˈrābēz/





I.
 
noun




a contagious and fatal viral disease of dogs and other mammals that causes madness and convulsions, transmissible through the saliva to humans.

Also called hydrophobia
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
rabere

 ‘rave.’





Rabin, Yitzhak

 
/räˈbēn/






(1922–95), Israeli statesman and military leader; prime minister 1974–77 and 1992–95. In 1993, he negotiated a PLO–Israeli peace accord with Yasser Arafat. He was assassinated by a Jewish extremist. Nobel Peace Prize (1994), shared with Arafat and Shimon Peres.










raccoon

 
/raˈko͞on /

 
racoon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grayish-brown American mammal that has a foxlike face with a black mask and a ringed tail.

[Genus 
Procyon

 , family 
Procyonidae

 (the 
raccoon family

 ): two species, in particular the 
common raccoon

 (
P. lotor

 ), which often occurs in urban areas in North America. The raccoon family also includes the coati, kinkajou, cacomistle, and olingo.]




2.
 
the fur of the raccoon.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian 
aroughcun

 . The common raccoon's scientific name 
lotor

 is Latin for ‘one who washes,’ a name descriptive of the raccoon's habit of using its front feet to forage for food in water.





raccoon dog






noun




a small wild dog of raccoonlike appearance, with a black facial mask and long brindled fur, native to the forests of southern and eastern Asia.

[
Nyctereutes procyonoides

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













race1


 
/rās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a competition between runners, horses, vehicles, boats, etc., to see which is the fastest in covering a set course




•
 
I won the first 50-lap race.










2.
 
(
the races

 )
 — a series of races for horses or dogs, held at a fixed time on a set course.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a situation in which individuals or groups compete to be first to achieve a particular objective




•
 
the 
race for

 nuclear power.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the course of the sun or moon through the heavens.




5.
 
a strong or rapid current flowing through a narrow channel in the sea or a river




•
 
angling for tuna in turbulent tidal races.










6.
 
a groove, channel, or passage, in particular




7.
 
a water channel, especially one built to lead water to or from a point where its energy is utilized, as in a mill or mine.

See also millrace
 .




8.
 
a smooth, ring-shaped groove or guide in which a ball bearing or roller bearing runs.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — compete with another or others to see who is fastest at covering a set course or achieving an objective




•
 
the vet took blood samples from the horses before they raced




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
attorneys have to think twice before they 
race each other

 to the courthouse.










2.
 
compete regularly in races as a sport or leisure activity




•
 
the next year, he raced again for the team.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — prepare and enter (an animal or vehicle) in races as a sport or leisure activity




•
 
he raced his three horses simply for the fun of it.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or progress swiftly or at full speed




•
 
I raced into the house




•
 


‹figurative›

 she spoke automatically, while her mind raced ahead.










5.
 
(of a person's heart or pulse) beat faster than usual because of fear or excitement.




6.
 
operate or cause to operate at excessive speed


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she'd driven like a madwoman, racing the engine and swerving around corners.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a race against time






a situation in which something must be done before a particular point in time




•
 
it was a race against time to reach shore before the dinghy sank.















2.
 
a race to (or for) the bottom






a situation characterized by a progressive lowering or deterioration of standards, especially (in business contexts) as a result of the pressure of competition




•
 
unsustainable tendering practices had created a race to the bottom among contractors.





















– origin

 late Old English, from Old Norse 
rás

 ‘current.’ It was originally a northern English word with the sense ‘rapid forward movement,’ which gave rise to the senses ‘contest of speed’ (early 16th cent.) and ‘channel, path’ (i.e., the space traversed). The verb dates from the late 15th cent.





race2


 
/rās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the major divisions of humankind, having distinct physical characteristics




•
 
people of all races, colors, and creeds.










2.
 
a group of people sharing the same culture, history, language, etc.; an ethnic group




•
 
we Scots were a bloodthirsty race then.










3.
 
the fact or condition of belonging to a racial division or group; the qualities or characteristics associated with this




•
 
people of mixed race.










4.
 
a group or set of people or things with a common feature or features




•
 
some male firefighters still regarded women as 
a race apart

 .










5.
 


[Biology]

 a population within a species that is distinct in some way, especially a subspecies




•
 
people have killed so many tigers that two races are probably extinct.










6.
 
(in nontechnical use) each of the major divisions of living creatures




•
 
a member of the human race




•
 
the race of birds.










7.
 


‹literary›

 a group of people descended from a common ancestor




•
 
a prince of the race of Solomon.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 ancestry




•
 
two coursers of ethereal race.











Although ideas of race are centuries old, it was not until the 19th century that attempts to systematize racial divisions were made. Ideas of supposed racial superiority and social Darwinism reached their culmination in Nazi ideology of the 1930s and gave pseudoscientific justification to policies and attitudes of discrimination, exploitation, slavery, and extermination. Theories of race asserting a link between racial type and intelligence are now discredited. Scientifically it is accepted as obvious that there are subdivisions of the human species, but it is also clear that genetic variation between individuals of the same race can be as great as that between members of different races.







– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a group with common features): via French from Italian 
razza

 , of unknown ultimate origin. / 
usage:

 In recent years, the associations of 
race

 with the ideologies and theories that grew out of the work of 19th-century anthropologists and physiologists has led to the word 
race

 itself becoming problematic. Although still used in general contexts (race relations, racial equality), it is now often replaced by other words that are less emotionally charged, such as 
people(s)

 or 
community

 .





race car






noun




an automobile built or modified for racing.













racecourse

 
/ˈrāsˌkôrs/






noun




a racetrack.













race driver






noun




a person who drives race cars as a profession.













racehorse

 
/ˈrāsˌhôrs/






noun




a horse bred, trained, and kept for racing.













racemate

 
/ˈrāsmāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a racemic mixture.














raceme

 
/rāˈsēm rəˈsēm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flower cluster with the separate flowers attached by short equal stalks at equal distances along a central stem. The flowers at the base of the central stem develop first.

Compare with cyme
 and spike
 2
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
racemus

 ‘bunch of grapes.’





race memory






noun




a supposedly inherited subconscious memory of events in human history or prehistory.













racemic

 
/rāˈsēmik rəˈsēmik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 composed of dextrorotatory and levorotatory forms of a compound in equal proportion.








II.
 
derivatives





racemize

 
/rāˈsēˌmīz, rəˈsē-, ˈrasə- /






verb



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in 
racemic acid

 ): from French 
racémique

 ‘derived from grape juice’ (originally referring to tartaric acid in this) + -ic
 .





racemose

 
/ˈrasəmōs ˈrasəˌmōz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower cluster) taking the form of a raceme.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Anatomy]

 (especially of compound glands) having the form of a cluster.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
racemosus

 , from 
racemus

 (see raceme
 ).





race music






noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 music popular among or played by black people, especially jazz and blues.














racer

 
/ˈrāsər/






noun



1.
 
an animal or means of transportation bred or designed especially for racing




•
 
tall-masted ocean racers.










2.
 
a person who competes in races.




3.
 
a fast-moving, harmless, and typically slender-bodied snake.

[Several genera in the family 
Colubridae

 : genus 
Coluber

 , including the American 
C. constrictor

 and the European 
C. gemonensis

 (see also whip snake
 ), and the Asian genera 
Ptyas

 and 
Argyrogena

 (also called rat snake
 ).]




4.
 
a circular horizontal rail along which the carriage or traversing platform of a heavy gun moves.













racerback

 
/ˈrāsərˌbak/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting an article of clothing with a T-shaped back behind the shoulder blades to allow ease of movement in sports.













race-related






adjective




relating to race or ethnicity




•
 
explorations of race-related issues




•
 
a race-related road rage crime.



















race relations






plural noun




relations between members or communities of different races within one country.













race riot

 
/ˈrās ˌrīət/






noun




a public outbreak of violence between two racial groups in a community.













racerunner

 
/ˈrāsˌrənər/






noun




any of a number of fast-moving active lizards with longitudinal markings and a pointed snout, in particular

[● an American lizard (genus 
Cnemidophorus

 , family 
Teiidae

 ).]














racetrack

 
/ˈrāsˌtrak/






noun



1.
 
a ground or track for horse or dog racing.




2.
 
a track for auto racing.













race walking





I.
 
noun




the activity or competitive sport of walking at a very fast pace




•
 
the two main muscle groups used while race walking are the abdominal and glute muscles




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the 1,500-meter race-walking event.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
race-walk






verb













2.
 
race walker






noun





















raceway

 
/ˈrāsˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a track or channel along which something runs, in particular




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a water channel, especially an artificial one of running water in which fish are reared.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a groove or race in which bearings run.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pipe or tubing enclosing electric wires.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a track for trotting, pacing, or harness racing.




6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a track for auto racing.













rachis

 
/ˈrākis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a stem of a plant, especially a grass, bearing flower stalks at short intervals.




2.
 
the midrib of a compound leaf or frond.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 the vertebral column or the cord from which it develops.




4.
 


[Ornithology]

 the shaft of a feather, especially the part bearing the barbs.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
rhakhis

 ‘spine.’ The English plural 
-ides

 is by false analogy.






rachitis

 
/rəˈkīdəs/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned medical term for rickets
 .








II.
 
derivatives





rachitic

 
/rəˈkidik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
rhakhitis

 , from 
rhakhis

 ‘spine.’





Rachmaninov, Sergei

 
/räkˈmänənôf, rəKHˈmänyinəf/






(1873–1943), Russian composer and pianist, resident in the US from 1917; full name 
Sergei Vasilevich Rachmaninov

 . Part of the Russian romantic tradition, he is primarily known for his compositions for piano.









racial

 
/ˈrāSHəl/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to race




•
 
a racial minority.










2.
 
on the grounds of or connected with difference in race




•
 
racial hatred.



















racialism

 
/ˈrāSHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for racism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
racialist

 
/ˈrāSHələst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
racialize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb





















racially

 
/ˈrāSHəlē/






adverb




in a way that relates to race or racial difference




•
 
racially diverse rural counties




•
 
he was arrested after racially abusing a neighbor.



















racial profiling

 
//






noun






(US)

 the use of race or ethnicity as grounds for suspecting someone of having committed an offense.













Racine

 
/rəˈsēn, rā-/






an industrial city in southeastern Wisconsin, on Lake Michigan; pop. 82,196 (est. 2008).









Racine, Jean

 
/rəˈsēn, rä-/






(1639–99), French playwright. Central to most of his tragedies is a perception of the blind folly of human passion, continually enslaved and unsatisfied. Notable works: 
Andromaque

 (1667) and 
Phèdre

 (1677).









racing

 
/ˈrāsiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for horse racing
 .




2.
 
any sport that involves competing in races




•
 
bicycle racing




•
 
yacht racing.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
moving swiftly




•
 
he controlled his racing thoughts.










2.
 
(of a person) following horse racing




•
 
Kevin was not a racing man.



















racino

 
/rəˈsēnō/





I.
 
noun




a building complex or grounds having a racetrack and gambling facilities for playing slot machines, blackjack, roulette, etc.











– origin

 1990s: blend of racetrack
 and casino
 .






racism

 
/ˈrāˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against someone of a different race based on the belief that one's own race is superior




•
 
a program to combat racism.










2.
 
the belief that all members of each race possess characteristics or abilities specific to that race, especially so as to distinguish it as inferior or superior to another race or races.




•
 
theories of racism.



















racist

 
/ˈrāsəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who shows or feels discrimination or prejudice against people of other races, or who believes that a particular race is superior to another




•
 
the comments have led to her being called a racist.














II.
 
adjective




showing or feeling discrimination or prejudice against people of other races, or believing that a particular race is superior to another




•
 
we are investigating complaints about racist abuse at the club.




















rack1


 
/rak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a framework, typically with rails, bars, hooks, or pegs, for holding or storing things




•
 
a spice rack




•
 
a magazine rack.










2.
 
a stack of digital effects units for a guitar or other instrument.




3.
 
a vertically barred frame or wagon for holding animal fodder




•
 
a hay rack.










4.
 
a cogged or toothed bar or rail engaging with a wheel or pinion, or using pegs to adjust the position of something




•
 
a steering rack.










5.
 
(
the rack

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an instrument of torture consisting of a frame on which the victim was stretched by turning rollers to which the wrists and ankles were tied.




6.
 
a triangular structure for positioning the balls in pool.

Compare with frame
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun).




7.
 


(Brit.)

 a single game of snooker.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a woman's breasts




•
 
Arnie's woman is kinda bossy, but she's got a nice rack.










9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a set of antlers.




10.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a bed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(also 
wrack

 )
 — cause extreme physical or mental pain to; subject to extreme stress




•
 
he was racked with guilt.










2.
 


‹historical›

 torture (someone) on the rack.




3.
 
place in or on a rack




•
 
the shoes were racked neatly beneath the dresses.










4.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 raise (rent) above a fair or normal amount.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go to rack (or wrack) and ruin






gradually deteriorate in condition because of neglect: fall into disrepair.

[
rack

 from Old English 
wræc

 ‘vengeance’; related to wreak
 .]









2.
 
off the rack








(N. Amer.)

 (of clothes) ready-made rather than made to order.









3.
 
on the rack






suffering intense distress or strain.









4.
 
rack (or wrack) one's brains (or brain)






make a great effort to think of or remember something.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





rack something up






accumulate or achieve something, typically a score or amount




•
 
Japan is racking up record trade surpluses with the U.S.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
rec

 , Middle Low German 
rek

 ‘horizontal bar or shelf,’ probably from 
recken

 ‘to stretch, reach’ (possibly the source of 
sense

 1 
of the

 verb). / 
usage:

 The relationship between the forms 
rack

 and 
wrack

 is complicated. The most common noun sense of 
rack

 , ‘a framework for holding and storing things,’ is always spelled 
rack

 , never 
wrack

 . In the phrase 
rack something up

 , the word is also always spelled 
rack

 . Figurative senses of the verb, deriving from the type of torture in which someone is stretched on a 
rack

 , can, however, be spelled either 
rack

 or 
wrack

 : thus, 
racked

 with guilt or 
wracked

 with guilt; 
rack

 your brains or 
wrack

 your brains. In addition, the phrase 
rack and ruin

 can also be spelled 
wrack and ruin

 .





rack2


 
/rak/





I.
 
noun




a horse's gait in which both hoofs on either side in turn are lifted almost simultaneously, and all four hoofs are off the ground together at certain moments.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) move with a rack gait.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





rack3


 
/rak/





I.
 
noun




a large cut of meat, typically lamb, that includes the front ribs.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





rack4


 
/rak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw off (wine, beer, etc.) from the sediment in the barrel




•
 
the wine is 
racked off

 into large oak casks.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Provençal 
arracar

 , from 
raca

 ‘stems and husks of grapes, dregs.’






rack5


 
/rak /

 
wrack





I.
 
noun




a mass of high, thick, fast-moving clouds




•
 
there was a thin moon, a rack of cloud.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a cloud) be driven before the wind.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a rush or collision): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian and Swedish dialect 
rak

 ‘wreckage,’ from 
reka

 ‘to drive.’





rack-and-pinion

 
/ˈˌrak ən ˈpinyən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a mechanism, as for a car steering system, using a fixed cogged or toothed bar or rail engaging with a smaller cog.













racket1


 
/ˈrakət /

 
racquet





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of bat with a round or oval frame strung with catgut, nylon, etc., used especially in tennis, badminton, and squash.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a snowshoe resembling a racket.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
raquette

 (see rackets
 ).





racket2


 
/ˈrakət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a loud unpleasant noise; a din




•
 
the kids were 
making a racket

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the noise and liveliness of fashionable society.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an illegal or dishonest scheme for obtaining money




•
 
a protection racket.










4.
 
a person's line of business or way of life




•
 
I'm in the insurance racket.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a loud unpleasant noise




•
 
trains racketed by.










2.
 
(
racket around

 )
 — enjoy oneself socially; go in pursuit of pleasure or entertainment.








III.
 
derivatives





rackety






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps imitative of clattering.





racketeer

 
/ˌrakəˈtir/






noun




a person who engages in dishonest and fraudulent business dealings.













racketeering

 
/ˌrakəˈtiriNG/






noun




dishonest and fraudulent business dealings




•
 
racketeering ensnared the economy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a local racketeering boss.




















rackets

 
/ˈrakəts/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a ball game for two or four people played with rackets in a plain, four-walled court, distinguished from squash in particular by the use of a solid, harder ball.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the singular): from French 
raquette

 , via Italian from Arabic 
rāḥa

 , 
rāḥat-

 ‘palm of the hand.’





rack railway

 
/ˈrak ˌrālwā/






noun




another term for cog railway
 .













rack rate






noun




the official or advertised price of a hotel room, on which a discount is usually negotiable.













rack rent

 
/ˈrak rent/





I.
 
noun




an extortionate or very high rent, especially an annual rent equivalent to the full value of the property to which it relates.








II.
 
verb

 — (
rack-rent

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exact an excessive or extortionate rent from (a tenant) or for (a property).








III.
 
derivatives





rack-renter

 
/ˈrak ˌren(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as 
rack-rented

 ): from the verb rack
 1
 (in the sense ‘cause stress’) + the noun rent
 1
 .





raclette

 
/raˈklet, rä-/





I.
 
noun




a Swiss dish of melted cheese, typically eaten with potatoes.











– origin

 French, literally ‘small scraper,’ referring to the practice of holding the cheese over the heat and scraping it onto a plate as it melts.





racon

 
/ˈrākän/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a radar beacon that can be identified and located by its response to a specific radar signal.











– origin

 1940s: blend of radar
 and beacon
 .






raconteur

 
/ˌräˌkänˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a person who tells anecdotes in a skillful and amusing way.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, from 
raconter

 ‘relate, recount.’





raconteuse

 
/ˌräkänˈto͝oz/





I.
 
noun




a female raconteur.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, feminine of 
raconteur

 (see raconteur
 ).





racquetball

 
/ˈrakətˌbôl/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a game played with a small hard ball and a short-handled racket in a four-walled handball court.













racy

 
/ˈrāsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of speech, writing, or behavior) lively, entertaining, and typically mildly titillating sexually




•
 
the novel was considered rather racy at the time.










2.
 
(of a person or thing) showing vigor or spirit




•
 
a racy fiddle.










3.
 
(of a wine, flavor, etc.) having a characteristic quality in a high degree.




4.
 
(of a vehicle or animal) designed or bred to be suitable for racing




•
 
the yacht is fast and racy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
racily

 
/ˈrāsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
raciness

 
/ˈrāsēnəs /






noun





















rad1


 
/rad/






abbreviation




radian(s).













rad2


 
/rad/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a political radical.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.





rad3


 
/rad/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a unit of absorbed dose of ionizing radiation, corresponding to the absorption of 0.01 joule per kilogram of absorbing material.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: acronym from 
radiation absorbed dose

 .





rad4


 
/rad/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 excellent; impressive




•
 
his style is so rad




•
 
a really rad game.

















– origin

 1980s: probably an abbreviation of radical
 .





rad.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 radical.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 radix.














radar

 
/ˈrāˌdär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system for detecting the presence, direction, distance, and speed of aircraft, ships, and other objects, by sending out pulses of high-frequency electromagnetic waves that are reflected off the object back to the source.




2.
 
an apparatus used for radar.




3.
 
used to indicate that someone or something has or has not come to the attention of a person or group




•
 
the band has been kind of 
off the radar

 these past few years.

















– origin

 1940s: from 
ra(dio) d(etection) a(nd) r(anging)

 .





radar astronomy






noun




the branch of astronomy that uses radar to map the surfaces of planetary bodies in the solar system.













radar gun






noun



1.
 
a handheld radar device used by traffic police to estimate the speed of a passing vehicle.




2.
 
a device similar to a radar gun used to measure the speed of a pitched ball in baseball.













radar trap

 
/ˈrāˌdär ˌtrap/






noun




a speed trap in which police use radar.













Radcliff

 
/ˈradklif/






a city in central Kentucky, northwest of Elizabethtown; pop. 22,013 (est. 2008).









Radcliffe, Mrs. Ann

 
/ˈradklif/






(1764–1823), English novelist; a leading exponent of the Gothic novel. Notable works: 
The Mysteries of Udolpho

 (1794) and 
The Italian

 (1797).










raddle

 
/ˈradl/





I.
 
noun




another term for ruddle
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: related to red
 ; compare with ruddle
 .





raddled

 
/ˈradld/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their face) showing signs of age or fatigue




•
 
he's beginning to look quite raddled.

















– origin

 from raddle
 in the sense ‘rouge,’ by association with its exaggerated use in makeup.





Radha

 
/ˈrädə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
the favorite consort of the god Krishna, and an incarnation of Lakshmi.







– origin

 from Sanskrit, literally ‘prosperity.’





Radhakrishnan, Sir Sarvepalli

 
/ˌrädəˈkriSHnən/






(1888–1975), Indian philosopher and statesman; president 1962–67. He introduced classical Indian philosophy to the West through works such as 
Indian Philosophy

 (1923–27).










radial

 
/ˈrādēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or arranged like rays or the radii of a circle; diverging in lines from a common center.




2.
 
(or a road or route) running directly from a town or city center to an outlying district.




3.
 
denoting a tire in which the layers of fabric have their cords running at right angles to the circumference of the tire and the tread is strengthened by further layers around the circumference.

Compare with bias-ply
 .




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the radius.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a radial tire.




2.
 
a radial road.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a supporting ray in a fish's fin.




4.
 
short for radial engine
 .








III.
 
derivatives





radially

 
/ˈrādēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
radialis

 , from Latin 
radius

 (see radius
 ).






radial engine






noun




a type of internal combustion engine used chiefly in aircraft, having its cylinders fixed radially around a rotating crankshaft.













radial symmetry






noun






[chiefly Biology]

 symmetry around a central axis, as in a starfish or a tulip flower.













radial velocity






noun






[chiefly Astronomy]

 the velocity of a star or other body along the line of sight of an observer.














radian

 
/ˈrādēən/






noun






[Geometry]

 a unit of angle, equal to an angle at the center of a circle whose arc is equal in length to the radius.













radiance

 
/ˈrādēəns/






noun



1.
 
light or heat as emitted or reflected by something




•
 
the radiance of the sunset dwindled and died.










2.
 
great happiness, apparent in someone's expression or bearing




•
 
the radiance of the bride's smile.










3.
 
a glowing quality of the skin, especially as indicative of good health or youth.




4.
 


[Physics]

 the flux of radiation emitted per unit solid angle in a given direction by a unit area of a source.













radiant

 
/ˈrādēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sending out light; shining or glowing brightly




•
 
a bird with radiant green and red plumage.










2.
 
(of a person or their expression) clearly emanating great joy, love, or health




•
 
she gave him a radiant smile.










3.
 
(of an emotion or quality) emanating powerfully from someone or something; very intense or conspicuous




•
 
he praised her radiant self-confidence.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of heat) transmitted by radiation, rather than conduction or convection.




5.
 
(of an appliance) designed to emit radiant energy, especially for cooking or heating.








II.
 
noun




a point or object from which light or heat radiates, especially a heating element in an electric or gas heater.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiancy

 
/-ənsē /






noun













2.
 
radiantly

 
/ˈrādēəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
radiant-

 ‘emitting rays,’ from the verb 
radiare

 (see radiate
 ).






radiate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈrādēˌāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — emit (energy, especially light or heat) in the form of rays or waves




•
 
the hot stars radiate energy.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of light, heat, or other energy) be emitted in the form of rays or waves




•
 
the continual stream of energy that radiates from the sun.










3.
 
(of a person) clearly emanate (a strong feeling or quality) through their expression or bearing




•
 
she lifted her chin, radiating defiance.










4.
 
(
radiate from

 )
 — (of a feeling or quality) emanate clearly from




•
 
leadership and confidence radiate from her.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — diverge or spread from or as if from a central point




•
 
he ran down one of the passages that radiated from the room.










6.
 


[Biology]

 (of an animal or plant group) evolve into a variety of forms adapted to new situations or ways of life.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈrādēət ˈrādēˌāt /



1.
 


‹rare›

 having rays or parts proceeding from a center; arranged in or having a radial pattern




•
 
the radiate crown.














III.
 
derivatives





radiative

 
/-ˌātiv /






adjective





radiate
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
radiat-

 ‘emitted in rays,’ from the verb 
radiare

 , from 
radius

 ‘ray, spoke.’





radiation

 
/ˌrādēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the emission of energy as electromagnetic waves or as moving subatomic particles, especially high-energy particles that cause ionization.




2.
 
the energy transmitted by radiation, as heat, light, electricity, etc.




3.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 divergence out from a central point, in particular evolution from an ancestral animal or plant group into a variety of new forms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiational

 
/-ˈāSHənl /






adjective













2.
 
radiationally

 
/-ˈāSHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of sending out rays of light): from Latin 
radiatio(n-)

 , from 
radiare

 ‘emit rays’ (see radiate
 ).





radiation belt






noun






[Astronomy]

 a region surrounding a planet where charged particles accumulate under the influence of the planet's magnetic field.













radiation sickness

 
/ˌrādēˈāSHən ˌsiknis/






noun




illness caused by exposure of the body to ionizing radiation, characterized by nausea, hair loss, diarrhea, bleeding, and damage to the bone marrow and central nervous system.














radiation therapy

 
/ˌrādēˈāSHən ˈTHerəpē /

 
radiation treatment






noun




the treatment of disease, especially cancer, using X-rays or similar forms of radiation.













radiator

 
/ˈrādēˌādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that radiates or emits light, heat, or sound.




2.
 
a device for heating a room consisting of a metal tank connected by pipes through which hot water is pumped by a central heating system.




3.
 
a portable heater resembling a radiator.




4.
 
an engine-cooling device in a motor vehicle or aircraft consisting of a bank of thin tubes in which circulating fluid is cooled by the surrounding air.














radical

 
/ˈradək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of change or action) relating to or affecting the fundamental nature of something; far-reaching or thorough




•
 
a radical overhaul of the existing regulatory framework.










2.
 
forming an inherent or fundamental part of the nature of someone or something




•
 
the assumption of radical differences between the mental attributes of literate and nonliterate peoples.










3.
 
(of surgery or medical treatment) thorough and intended to be completely curative.




4.
 
characterized by departure from tradition; innovative or progressive




•
 
a radical approach to electoral reform.










5.
 
advocating or based on thorough or complete political or social change; representing or supporting an extreme or progressive section of a political party




•
 
a radical American activist.










6.
 
of or relating to the root of something, in particular




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 of the root of a number or quantity.




8.
 
denoting or relating to the roots of a word.




9.
 


[Music]

 belonging to the root of a chord.




10.
 


[Botany]

 of, or springing direct from, the root or stem base of a plant.




11.
 
[usu. as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 very good; excellent




•
 
Okay, then. Seven o'clock. Radical!














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who advocates thorough or complete political or social reform; a member of a political party or part of a party pursuing such aims.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a group of atoms behaving as a unit in a number of compounds.

See also free radical
 .




3.
 
the root or base form of a word.




4.
 
any of the basic set of 214 Chinese characters constituting semantically or functionally significant elements in the composition of other characters and used as a means of classifying characters in dictionaries.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity forming or expressed as the root of another.




6.
 
a radical sign.








III.
 
derivatives





radicalness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘forming the root’ and ‘inherent’): from late Latin 
radicalis

 , from Latin 
radix

 , 
radic-

 ‘root.’





radical chic





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fashionable affectation of radical left-wing views


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
he completely immersed himself in the subculture of radical chic liberals.










2.
 
the dress, lifestyle, or people associated with this.











– origin

 1970: coined by US writer Tom Wolfe.





radicalism

 
/ˈradəkəˌlizəm/






noun




the beliefs or actions of people who advocate thorough or complete political or social reform




•
 
his natural rebelliousness found an outlet in political radicalism.



















radicalization

 
/ˌradəkələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌradəkəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of causing someone to adopt radical positions on political or social issues




•
 
the radicalization of the intelligentsia led to the revolution.



















radicalize

 
/ˈradəkəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to adopt radical positions on political or social issues




•
 
I'm trying to mobilize and radicalize the liberals.



















radically

 
/ˈradək(ə)lē/






adverb




in a thorough or fundamental way; completely




•
 
you must radically change the way you do business




•
 
the two situations are radically different.




















radical sign






noun






[Mathematics]

 the sign √, which indicates the square root of the number following (or a higher root indicated by a preceding superscript numeral).













radicchio

 
/raˈdikēˌō/





I.
 
noun




chicory of a variety that has dark red leaves.











– origin

 Italian.





radices

 
/ˈradəsēz ˈrādəˌsēz/






plural form of radix
 .









radicle

 
/ˈradək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the part of a plant embryo that develops into the primary root.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Anatomy]

 a rootlike subdivision of a nerve or vein.








II.
 
derivatives





radicular

 
/rəˈdikyələr /






adjective




(
 — 

[Anatomy]





















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
radicula

 , diminutive of 
radix

 , 
radic-

 ‘root.’





radii

 
/ˈrādēˌī/






plural form of radius
 .










radio

 
/ˈrādēō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transmission and reception of electromagnetic waves of radio frequency, especially those carrying sound messages




•
 
cellular phones are linked by radio rather than wires.










2.
 
the activity or industry of broadcasting sound programs to the public




•
 
she has written much material for radio




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a radio station.










3.
 
radio programs




•
 
we used to listen to a lot of radio.










4.
 
an apparatus for receiving radio programs




•
 
she turned on the radio.










5.
 
an apparatus capable of both receiving and transmitting radio messages between individuals, ships, planes, etc.




•
 
a ship-to-shore radio.










6.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — a broadcasting station or channel




•
 
Monitor Radio.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
communicate or send a message by radio




•
 
the pilot radioed for help.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — communicate with (a person or place) by radio




•
 
we'll radio Athens right away.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of radiotelephony
 (see radiotelephone
 ).






radio-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting radio waves or broadcasting




•
 
radio-controlled




•
 
radiogram.










2.
 


[Physics]

 connected with rays, radiation, or radioactivity




•
 
radiogenic




•
 
radiograph.










3.
 
denoting artificially prepared radioisotopes of elements




•
 
radio-cobalt.










4.
 


[Anatomy]

 belonging to the radius in conjunction with some other part




•
 
radio-carpal.

















– origin

 from radio
 or radius
 .





radioactive

 
/ˌrādēōˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective




emitting or relating to the emission of ionizing radiation or particles




•
 
radioactive decay




•
 
the water was radioactive.














II.
 
derivatives





radioactively






adverb





















radioactivity

 
/ˌreədēōakˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the emission of ionizing radiation or particles caused by the spontaneous disintegration of atomic nuclei.




2.
 
radioactive substances, or the radiation emitted by these.













radio astronomy

 
/ˈrādēˌō əˈstränəmē/






noun




the branch of astronomy concerned with radio emissions from celestial objects.













radiobiology

 
/ˌrādēōbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of biology concerned with the effects of ionizing radiation on organisms and the application in biology of radiological techniques.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiobiological

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
radiobiologically

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
radiobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















radio button

 
/ˈrādēˌō ˈbətn/






noun






[Computing]

 (in a graphical display) an icon representing one of a set of options, only one of which can be selected at any time.













radio car

 
/ˈrādēˌō kär/






noun




a car, especially a police car, equipped with a two-way radio.













radiocarbon

 
/ˌrādēōˈkärbən/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a radioactive isotope of carbon.













radiocarbon dating

 
/ˈˌrādēōˈkärbən dādiNG/






noun




another term for carbon dating
 .













radiochemistry

 
/ˌrādēōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with radioactive substances.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiochemical

 
/ˌrādēōˈkemək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
radiochemist

 
/-ˈkemist /






noun





















radio-controlled

 
/ˈˌrādēō kənˈtrōld/






adjective




(especially of an electronic model toy) controllable from a distance by radio.













radio edit






noun




a modified or shortened version of a song that is suitable for broadcasting




•
 
the Amazon track listing just says 'radio edit,' so who knows what you'll get.



















radioelement

 
/ˌrādēōˈeləmənt/






noun




a radioactive element or isotope.













radio frequency

 
/ˈrādēˌō ˈfrēkwənsē/






noun




a frequency or band of frequencies in the range 104
 to 1011
 or 1012
 Hz, suitable for use in telecommunications.













radio galaxy

 
/ˈrādēˌō ˌɡaləksē/






noun




a galaxy emitting radiation in the radio-frequency range of the electromagnetic spectrum.













radiogenic

 
/ˌrādēōˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




produced by radioactivity




•
 
a radiogenic isotope.














II.
 
derivatives





radiogenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















radiogoniometer

 
/ˌrādēōˌɡōnēˈämədər/






noun




an instrument for finding direction using radio waves.













radiogram

 
/ˈrādēōˌɡram/






noun



1.
 
another term for radiograph
 .




2.
 
a message sent by radiotelegraphy.














radiograph

 
/ˈrādēōˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an image produced on a sensitive plate or film by X-rays, gamma rays, or similar radiation, and typically used in medical examination.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce an image of (something) on a sensitive plate or film by X-rays, gamma rays, or similar radiation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiographer

 
/ˌrādēˈäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
radiographic

 
/ˌrādēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
radiographically

 
/ˌrādēəˈɡrafək(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
radiography

 
/ˌrādēˈäɡrəfē /






noun





















radioimmunoassay

 
/ˌrādēōˌimyənōˈasā/






noun






[Medicine]

 a technique for determining antibody levels by introducing an antigen labeled with a radioisotope and measuring the subsequent radioactivity of the antibody component.













radioimmunology

 
/ˌrādēōˌimyəˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the use of radioactively labeled antigens and antibodies in medical and biological research.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radioimmunological

 
/-ˌimyənəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
radioimmunologically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















radioisotope

 
/ˌrādēōˈīsətōp/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a radioactive isotope.








II.
 
derivatives





radioisotopic

 
/-ˌīsəˈtäpik /






adjective





















radiolaria

 
/ˌrādēəˈlerēə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Zoology]

 radiolarians collectively.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin (former order name), from late Latin 
radiolus

 ‘faint ray,’ diminutive of 
radius

 ‘ray.’





radiolarian

 
/ˌrādēəˈlerēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a single-celled aquatic animal that has a spherical, amoebalike body with a spiny skeleton of silica. Their skeletons can accumulate as a slimy deposit on the seabed.

[Three classes of the phylum 
Actinopoda

 , kingdom 
Protista

 (formerly subclass or order 
Radiolaria

 ).]








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or formed from radiolarians.













radiological

 
/ˌrādēəˈläjək(ə)l /

 
radiologic





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the science of X-rays and other high-energy radiation




•
 
fears of radiological contamination




•
 
radiological technicians.














II.
 
derivatives





radiologically

 
/ˌrādēəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb





















radiologist

 
/ˌrādēˈäləjəst/






noun




a person who uses X-rays or other high-energy radiation, especially a doctor specializing in radiology




•
 
the radiologist said he could see no cause for concern.




















radiology

 
/ˌrādēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the science dealing with X-rays and other high-energy radiation, especially the use of such radiation for the diagnosis and treatment of disease.








II.
 
derivatives





radiologic

 
/ˌrādēəˈläjik /






adjective





















radiolucent

 
/ˌrādēōˈlo͞osnt/





I.
 
adjective




transparent to X-rays.








II.
 
derivatives





radiolucency






noun





















radiolysis

 
/rādēˈäləsis/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the molecular decomposition of a substance by ionizing radiation.













radioman

 
/ˈrādēōˌman/






noun




a radio operator or technician.













radiometer

 
/ˌrādēˈämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for detecting or measuring the intensity or force of radiation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiometric

 
/ˌrādēəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
radiometrically

 
/-dēəˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
radiometry

 
/ˌrādēˈämətrē /






noun





















radiometric dating






noun




a method of dating geological or archeological specimens by determining the relative proportions of particular radioactive isotopes present in a sample.













radionics

 
/ˌrādēˈäniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a system of alternative medicine based on the supposition that detectable electromagnetic radiation emitted by living matter can be interpreted diagnostically and transmitted to treat illness at a distance by complex electrical instruments.











– origin

 1940s: from radio-
 ‘radiation,’ on the pattern of 
electronics

 .





radionuclide

 
/ˌrādēōˈn(y)o͞oˌklīd/






noun




a radioactive nuclide.













radiopaque

 
/ˌrādēōˈpāk/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) opaque to X-rays or similar radiation.








II.
 
derivatives





radiopacity

 
/ˌrādēōˈpasədē /






noun





















radiopharmaceutical

 
/ˌrādēōˌfärməˈso͞odik(ə)l/






noun




a radioactive compound used for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.













radiophonic

 
/ˌrādēōˈfänik/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting sound, especially music, produced electronically.













radioscopy

 
/ˌrādēˈäskəpē/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the examination by X-rays or similar radiation of objects opaque to light.








II.
 
derivatives





radioscopic

 
/ˌrādēəˈskäpik /






adjective





















radio silence






noun



1.
 
an absence of or abstention from radio transmission




•
 
at midnight, the enemy went on total radio silence.










2.
 
a period during which one hears nothing from a normally communicative person or group




•
 
the long radio silence has been due to the intensity of parenting an infant.



















radiosonde

 
/ˈrādēōˌsänd/





I.
 
noun




an instrument carried by balloon or other means to various levels of the atmosphere and transmitting measurements by radio.











– origin

 1930s: from radio-
 (relating to broadcasting) + German 
Sonde

 ‘probe.’





radiotelegraphy

 
/ˌrādēōtəˈleɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




telegraphy using radio transmission.








II.
 
derivatives





radiotelegraph

 
/-ˈteləˌɡraf /






noun






















radiotelephone

 
/ˌrādēōˈteləfōn/





I.
 
noun




a telephone that uses radio transmission.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiotelephony

 
/ˌrādēōtəˈlefənē /






noun













2.
 
radiotelephonic

 
/-ˌteləˈfänik /






adjective






















radio telescope

 
/ˈˌrādēˌō ˈteləˌskōp/






noun






[Astronomy]

 an instrument used to detect radio emissions from the sky, whether from natural celestial objects or from artificial satellites.













radiotherapy

 
/ˌrādēōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




another term for radiation therapy
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
radiotherapeutic

 
/ˌrādēōˌTHerəˈpyo͞odik /






adjective













2.
 
radiotherapist

 
/ˌrādēōˈTHerəpəst /






noun






















radio wave

 
/ˈrādēˌō wāv/






noun




an electromagnetic wave of a frequency between about 104
 and 1011
 or 1012
 Hz, as used for long-distance communication.













radish

 
/ˈradiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swollen pungent-tasting edible root, especially a variety that is small, spherical, and red, and eaten raw with salad.




2.
 
the plant of the cabbage family that yields the radish.

[
Raphanus sativus

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
rædic

 , from Latin 
radix

 , 
radic-

 ‘root.’






radium

 
/ˈrādēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ra

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 88, a rare radioactive metal of the alkaline earth series. It was formerly used as a source of radiation for radiotherapy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
radius

 ‘ray’ + -ium
 .





radium emanation






noun




archaic term for radon
 .














radius

 
/ˈrādēəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a straight line from the center to the circumference of a circle or sphere.

See also illustration at geometric
 .




2.
 
a radial line from the focus to any point of a curve.




3.
 
the length of the radius of a circle or sphere.




4.
 
a specified distance from a center in all directions




•
 
there are plenty of local pubs within a two-mile radius.










5.
 


[Anatomy]

 the thicker and shorter of the two bones in the human forearm.

Compare with ulna
 .




6.
 


[Zoology]

 the corresponding bone in a vertebrate's foreleg or a bird's wing.




7.
 


[Zoology]

 (in an echinoderm or coelenterate) any of the primary axes of radial symmetry.




8.
 


[Entomology]

 any of the main veins in an insect's wing.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, literally ‘staff, spoke, ray.’





radius of curvature






noun






[Mathematics]

 the radius of a circle that touches a curve at a given point and has the same tangent and curvature at that point.













radius vector






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a line of variable length drawn from a fixed origin to a curve.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Astronomy]

 a line joining a satellite or other celestial object to its primary.














radix

 
/ˈrādiks ˈradiks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the base of a system of numeration.

See also base
 1
 (
sense

 8 
of the

 noun).




2.
 


‹formal›

 a source or origin of something




•
 
Judaism is the radix of Christianity.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, literally ‘root.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 18th cent.





RADM

 
RAdm






abbreviation




rear admiral.













Radner, Gilda

 
/ˈradnər/






(1946–89), US comedian and actress. She was an original cast member of television's 
Saturday Night Live

 , and appeared in movies including 
The Woman in Red

 (1984). The first Gilda's Club for support of cancer victims, founded by her husband Gene Wilder, opened in 1995.









Radom

 
/ˈrädôm/






an industrial city in central Poland; pop. 225,292 (2007).









radome

 
/ˈrādōm/





I.
 
noun




a dome or other structure protecting radar equipment and made from material transparent to radio waves, especially one on the outer surface of an aircraft.











– origin

 1940s: blend of radar
 and dome
 .






radon

 
/ˈrāˌdän/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Rn

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 86, a rare radioactive gas belonging to the noble gas series.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from radium
 , on the pattern of 
argon

 .





radula

 
/ˈrajələ/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in a mollusk) a rasplike structure of tiny teeth used for scraping food particles off a surface and drawing them into the mouth.








II.
 
derivatives





radular

 
/-lər /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘scraper,’ from 
radere

 ‘to scrape.’





radwaste

 
/ˈradwāst/






noun






‹informal›

 radioactive waste.













Raelian

 
/räˈēlēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of an atheistic cult based on the belief that humans originated from alien scientists who came to earth in UFOs.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Raelians or their beliefs.











– origin

 1990s: from 
Rael

 , assumed name of Claude Vorilhon, French singer and journalist, author of 
The Message Given to Me by Extraterrestrials

 (1974).





RAF

 
/ˌä ˌrā ˈef/






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Air Force.













Raffi

 
/ˈrafē/






(1948–), Canadian songwriter and children's entertainer, born in Egypt; full name 
Raffi Cavoukian

 . His many albums include 
Singable Songs for the Very Young

 (1976), 
Baby Beluga

 (1980), 
Everything Grows

 (1996), and 
Raffi's Box of Sunshine

 (2000).









raffia

 
/ˈrafēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a palm tree native to tropical Africa and Madagascar, with a short trunk and leaves that may grow up to 60 feet (18 m) long.

[
Raphia ruffia

 , family 
Palmae

 .]




2.
 
the fiber from the raffia leaves, used for making items such as hats, baskets, and mats.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Malagasy.





raffinate

 
/ˈrafəˌnāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a liquid from which impurities have been removed by solvent extraction.











– origin

 1920s: from French 
raffiner

 or German 
raffinieren

 ‘refine’ + -ate
 1
 .





raffinose

 
/ˈrafəˌnōs, -ˌnōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar present in sugar beet, cotton seed, and many grains. It is a trisaccharide containing glucose, galactose, and fructose units.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
raffiner

 ‘refine’ + -ose
 2
 .





raffish

 
/ˈrafiSH/





I.
 
adjective




unconventional and slightly disreputable, especially in an attractive manner




•
 
his raffish air.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
raffishly






adverb













2.
 
raffishness






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from riffraff
 + -ish
 1
 .





raffle1


 
/ˈrafəl/





I.
 
noun




a means of raising money by selling numbered tickets, one or some of which are subsequently drawn at random, the holder or holders of such tickets winning a prize.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be raffled

 )


1.
 
offer (something) as a prize in a raffle




•
 
a work that will be 
raffled off

 for a fine arts scholarship.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a kind of dice game): from Old French, of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.





raffle2


 
/ˈrafəl/





I.
 
noun




rubbish; refuse




•
 
the raffle of the yard below.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rabble, riffraff’): perhaps from Old French 
ne rifle ne rafle

 ‘nothing at all.’






Raffles, Sir Stamford

 
/ˈrafəlz/






(1781–1826), British colonial administrator; full name 
Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles

 . He persuaded the East India Company to purchase the undeveloped island of Singapore in 1819 and undertook much of the preliminary work for transforming it into an international port and center of commerce.









rafflesia

 
/rəˈflēZHə, ra-/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic plant that lacks chlorophyll and bears a single, very large flower that smells of carrion, native to Malaysia and Indonesia.

[Genus 
Rafflesia

 , family 
Rafflesiaceae

 : several species, including 
R. arnoldii

 , with flowers over 2 feet (60 cm) across.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Sir T. Stamford 
Raffles

 (see Raffles, Sir Stamford
 ).





Rafsanjani, Ali Akbar Hashemi

 
/ˌräfsänˈjänē/






(1934–), Iranian statesman and religious leader; president 1989–97. In 1978, he helped organize the mass demonstrations that led to the shah's overthrow. As leader of Iran he sought to improve the country's relations with the West.










raft1


 
/raft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat buoyant structure of timber or other materials fastened together, used as a boat or floating platform.




2.
 
a small, inflatable rubber or plastic boat, especially one for use in emergencies.




3.
 
a floating mass of fallen trees, vegetation, ice, or other material.




4.
 
a dense flock of swimming birds or mammals




•
 
great 
rafts of

 cormorants, often 5,000 strong.










5.
 
a layer of reinforced concrete forming the foundation of a building.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — travel on or as if on a raft




•
 
I have rafted along the Rio Grande.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transport on or as a raft




•
 
the stores were rafted ashore




•
 
I rafted 400 logs to my mill.










3.
 
(of an ice floe) be driven on top of or underneath another floe.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring or fasten together (a number of boats or other objects) side by side.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘beam, rafter’): from Old Norse 
raptr

 ‘rafter.’ The verb dates from the late 17th cent.





raft2


 
/raft/





I.
 
noun




a large amount of something




•
 


a raft of

 government initiatives.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of dialect 
raff

 ‘abundance’ (perhaps of Scandinavian origin), by association with raft
 1
 in the sense ‘floating mass.’





rafter1


 
/ˈraftər/





I.
 
noun




one of several internal beams extending from the eaves to the peak of a roof and constituting its framework.











– origin

 Old English 
ræfter

 , of Germanic origin; related to raft
 1
 .





rafter2


 
/ˈraftər/






noun




a person who travels on a raft.













raftered

 
/ˈraftərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a room or ceiling) having exposed rafters.




2.
 
built using rafters




•
 
raftered roofs.



















rafting

 
/ˈraftiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of traveling down a river on a raft.













raftsman

 
/ˈraftsmən/






noun




a man who works on a raft.














rag1


 
/raɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of old cloth, especially one torn from a larger piece, used typically for cleaning things




•
 
he wiped his hands on an oily rag




•
 
a piece of rag.










2.
 
(
rags

 )
 — old or tattered clothes.




3.
 
(
rags

 )
 — the remnants of something




•
 
she clung to 
the rags of

 her self-control.










4.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 the smallest scrap of cloth or clothing




•
 
not a rag of clothing has arrived to us this winter.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a newspaper, typically one regarded as being of low quality




•
 
the local rag.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on the rag








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 be menstruating.

[from 
rag

 in the sense ‘sanitary napkin.’]









2.
 
chew the rag






see chew
 .









3.
 
in rags





a.
 
(of clothes) tattered and torn.




b.
 
(of a person) wearing tattered old clothes.















– origin

 Middle English: probably a back-formation from ragged
 or raggy
 .





rag2


 
/raɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make fun of (someone) in a loud, boisterous manner.




2.
 
rebuke severely.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 a program of stunts, parades, and other entertainments organized by students to raise money for charity




•
 
rag week.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a boisterous prank or practical joke.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





rag on

 

‹informal›






a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 complain about or criticize continually.




b.
 
make fun of; tease constantly.















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





rag3


 
/raɡ/





I.
 
noun




a large, coarse roofing slate.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘a hard sedimentary rock that can be broken into slabs’): of unknown origin; later associated with rag
 1
 .






rag4


 
/raɡ/





I.
 
noun




a ragtime composition or tune.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from ragged
 ; compare with ragtime
 .





rag5


 
/raɡ/






noun




variant of raga
 .














raga

 
/ˈräɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Indian music) a pattern of notes having characteristic intervals, rhythms, and embellishments, used as a basis for improvisation.




2.
 
a piece using a particular raga.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Sanskrit, literally ‘color, musical tone.’






ragamuffin

 
/ˈraɡəˌməfən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, typically a child, in ragged, dirty clothes.




2.
 
(also 
raggamuffin

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 an exponent or follower of ragga, typically one dressing in ragged clothes.




3.
 
another term for ragga
 .











– origin

 Middle English: probably based on rag
 1
 , with a fanciful suffix.





rag-and-bone man

 
/ˌraɡ ən ˈbōn ˌman/






noun




an itinerant dealer in old clothes, furniture, and small, cheap secondhand items.













ragbag

 
/ˈraɡˌbaɡ/






noun



1.
 
a bag in which scraps of fabric and old clothes are kept for use.




2.
 
a miscellaneous collection of something




•
 
Lee threw 
a ragbag of

 pitches.



















rag doll

 
/ˈraɡ ˌdäl/






noun



1.
 
a soft doll made from pieces of cloth.




2.
 
(
ragdoll

 )
 — a cat of a breed noted for its docile temperament, having blue eyes and a medium- to long-haired silky coat and typically of a light color with dark points.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
I bought a ragdoll kitten just over a year ago from what I thought was a respectable breeder.




















rage

 
/rāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
violent, uncontrollable anger




•
 
her face was distorted with rage




•
 
she flew into a rage.










2.
 
the violent action of a natural agency




•
 
the rising rage of the sea.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a vehement desire or passion




•
 


a rage for

 absolute honesty informs much western art.










4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an instance of aggressive behavior or violent anger caused by a stressful or frustrating situation




•
 
desk rage




•
 
sports rage




•
 
PC rage.










5.
 
(
the rage

 )
 — a widespread temporary enthusiasm or fashion




•
 
video and computer games are 
all the rage

 .










6.
 


‹literary›

 intense feeling, especially prophetic, poetic, or martial enthusiasm or ardor.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express violent uncontrollable anger




•
 
he 
raged at

 the futility of it all




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“That's unfair!” Maggie raged.










2.
 
continue with great force or intensity




•
 
the argument raged for days.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of an illness) spread very rapidly or uncontrollably




•
 
the great cholera epidemic that raged across Europe in 1831.










4.
 
(of an emotion) have or reach a high degree of intensity




•
 
she couldn't hide the fear that raged within her.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘madness’): from Old French 
rage

 (noun), 
rager

 (verb), from a variant of Latin 
rabies

 (see rabies
 ).





rage-quit





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 angrily abandon an activity or pursuit that has become frustrating, especially the playing of a video game




•
 
I tried to play it two different times and wound up rage-quitting both times




•
 
we almost rage-quit while trying to get a couple of sandwiches and a pasta salad




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I just about rage-quit that Metro game.














II.
 
derivatives





rage quitter






noun





















rager

 
/ˈrājər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that rages




•
 
ragers defend against their shame by becoming angry




•
 
I had a rager of a headache all day.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a wild party, typically involving the consumption of alcohol




•
 
their house parties weren't typical high-school ragers.




















ragga

 
/ˌraɡə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a style of dance music similar to dancehall in which a DJ improvises lyrics over a sampled or electronic backing track.











– origin

 1990s: from ragamuffin
 , because of the style of clothing worn by its followers.






ragged

 
/ˈraɡəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of cloth or clothes) old and torn.




2.
 
(of a person) wearing old and torn clothes




•
 
a ragged child.










3.
 
having a rough, irregular, or uneven surface, edge, or outline




•
 
a ragged coastline.










4.
 
lacking finish, smoothness, or uniformity




•
 
the ragged discipline of the players.










5.
 
(of a sound) rough or uneven




•
 
his breathing became ragged.










6.
 
(of an animal) having a rough, shaggy coat




•
 
a pair of ragged ponies.










7.
 


[Printing]

 (especially of a right margin) uneven because the lines are unjustified.




8.
 
suffering from exhaustion or stress




•
 
he looked a little ragged, a little shadowy beneath the eyes.














II.
 
phrases





run someone ragged






exhaust someone by making them undertake a lot of physical activity.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
raggedly

 
/ˈraɡədlē /






adverb













2.
 
raggedness

 
/ˈraɡədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
rǫgvathr

 ‘tufted’ and Norwegian 
ragget

 ‘shaggy.’





raggedy

 
/ˈraɡədē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 scruffy; shabby.













raggedy-ass

 
/ˈraɡədēas /

 
raggedy-assed






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 shabby; miserably inadequate




•
 
she finally sold that raggedy-ass house.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) new and inexperienced.













raggle-taggle

 
/ˈraɡəl ˌtaɡəl/





I.
 
adjective




untidy and scruffy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently a fanciful variant of ragtag
 .






raggy

 
/ˈraɡē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 ragged




•
 
his raggy clothes.

















– origin

 late Old English, of Scandinavian origin.





raghead

 
/ˈraɡˌhed/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person who wears a turban.













ragi

 
/ˈraɡē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Indian)

 another term for finger millet (see millet
 ).











– origin

 from Sanskrit and Hindi 
rāgī

 , from Telugu.





raging

 
/ˈrājiNG/






adjective



1.
 
showing violent uncontrollable anger




•
 
a raging bull.










2.
 
continuing with great force or intensity




•
 
the stream could become a raging torrent in wet weather




•
 
her raging thirst.










3.
 


‹informal›

 tremendous




•
 
he had been a raging success in Spain.



















raglan

 
/ˈraɡlən/





I.
 
adjective




having or denoting sleeves that continue in one piece up to the neck of a garment, without a shoulder seam.








II.
 
noun




an overcoat with raglan sleeves.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Lord 
Raglan

 (1788–1855), a British commander in the Crimean War.





ragman

 
/ˈraɡman/






noun




a person who collects or deals in rags, old clothes, and other items.














Ragnarök

 
/ˈraɡnəˌräk, -rək /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›






I.
 
the final battle between the gods and the powers of evil, the Scandinavian equivalent of the 
Götterdämmerung

 .







– origin

 from Old Norse 
ragnarǫkr

 ‘twilight of the gods.’






ragout

 
/raˈɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a highly seasoned dish of meat cut into small pieces and stewed with vegetables.











– origin

 from French 
ragoût

 , from 
ragoûter

 ‘revive the taste of.’





rag paper

 
/ˈraɡ ˌpāpər/






noun




paper made from cotton, originally from cotton rags, but now from cotton linters.













ragpicker

 
/ˈraɡˌpikər/






noun




a person who collects and sells rags.













rag-roll

 
/ˈraɡrōl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create a striped or marbled effect on (a surface) by painting it with a rag crumpled up into a roll.













rag rug

 
/raɡ rəɡ/






noun




a rug made from small strips of fabric hooked into or pushed through a base material such as hessian.














ragtag

 
/ˈraɡˌtaɡ/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
untidy, disorganized, or incongruously varied in character




•
 
a ragtag group of idealists.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a group of people perceived as disreputable or undesirable.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: superseding earlier 
tag-rag

 and 
tag and rag

 (see rag
 1
 , tag
 1
 ).






ragtime

 
/ˈraɡˌtīm/





I.
 
noun




music characterized by a syncopated melodic line and regularly accented accompaniment, evolved by black American musicians in the 1890s and played especially on the piano.











– origin

 probably from rag
 4
 (from the syncopation) + time
 .





ragtop

 
/ˈraɡtäp/






noun




a car with a convertible roof.













rag trade

 
/ˈraɡ ˌtrād/






noun

 — (
the rag trade

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the clothing or fashion industry.













ragu

 
/raˈɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun




(in Italian cooking) a sauce typically made with ground meat, onions, tomato puree, and red wine, and served with pasta




•
 
arrange the tagliatelle in a bowl and spoon some ragu on top.

















– origin

 Italian 
ragù

 , from French 
ragoût

 (see ragout
 ); the Italian term originally denoted a meat stew.





raguly

 
/ˈraɡyəlē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 having an edge with oblique notches like a row of sawn-off branches.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from ragged
 , on the pattern of 
nebuly

 .






Ragusa

 
/rəˈɡo͞ozə, räˈɡo͞ozä/






Italian name (until 1918) of Dubrovnik
 .









ragweed

 
/ˈraɡˌwēd/






noun




a North American plant of the daisy family. Its tiny green flowers produce copious amounts of pollen, making it a major causative agent of hay fever in some areas.

[
Ambrosia artemisia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













ragwort

 
/ˈraɡˌwərt ˈraɡˌwôrt/






noun




a yellow-flowered plant of the daisy family that is a common weed of grazing land. It is toxic to livestock, especially when dried.

[Genus 
Senecio

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including the ragged-leaved 
tansy ragwort

 (
S. jacobaea

 ).]














rah

 
/rä/





I.
 
exclamation






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cheer of encouragement or approval.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: shortening of hurrah
 .





rah-rah

 
/räˈrä /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
adjective




marked by great or uncritical enthusiasm or excitement




•
 
many players were turned off by his rah-rah style.














II.
 
noun




great or uncritical enthusiasm and excitement.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: reduplication of rah
 .





Rahway

 
/ˈrôˌwā, ˈrä-/






an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, southwest of Elizabeth; pop. 28,624 (est. 2008).









rai

 
/rī/





I.
 
noun




a style of music fusing Arabic and Algerian folk elements with Western rock.











– origin

 1980s: perhaps from Arabic 
ha er-ray

 , literally ‘that's the thinking, here is the view,’ a phrase frequently found in the songs.





raid

 
/rād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden attack on an enemy by troops, aircraft, or other armed forces in warfare




•
 
a bombing raid.










2.
 
a surprise attack to commit a crime, especially to steal from business premises




•
 
an early morning 
raid on

 a bank.










3.
 
a surprise visit by police to arrest suspected people or seize illicit goods.




4.
 


[Stock Market]

 a hostile attempt to buy a major or controlling interest in the shares of a company.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conduct a raid on




•
 
officers raided thirty homes yesterday.










2.
 
quickly and illicitly take something from (a place)




•
 
she crept down the stairs to raid the pantry.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): Scots variant of road
 in the early senses ‘journey on horseback,’ ‘foray.’ The noun became rare from the end of the 16th cent. but was revived by Sir Walter Scott; the verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





RAID

 
/rād/






abbreviation




redundant array of independent (or inexpensive) disks, a system for providing greater capacity, faster access, and security against data corruption by spreading the data across several disk drives.













raider

 
/ˈrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who attacks an enemy in the enemy's territory; a marauder




•
 
Scandinavian raiders put down their roots in Cumbria.










2.
 
a person who attacks business premises in order to steal




•
 
masked raiders burst into the 100-seater restaurant.




















rail1


 
/rāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bar or series of bars, typically fixed on upright supports, serving as part of a fence or barrier or used to hang things on.




2.
 
(
the rails

 )
 — the inside boundary fence of a racecourse.




3.
 
the edge of a surfboard or sailboard.




4.
 
a steel bar or continuous line of bars laid on the ground as one of a pair forming a railroad track




•
 
trolley rails.










5.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — railroads as a means of transportation




•
 
rail fares




•
 
traveling by rail.










6.
 
a horizontal piece in the frame of a paneled door or sash window.

Compare with stile
 2
 .




7.
 


[Electronics]

 a conductor that is maintained at a fixed potential and to which other parts of a circuit are connected.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide or enclose (a space or place) with a rail or rails




•
 
the altar is 
railed off from

 the nave.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in windsurfing) sail the board on its edge, so that it is at a sharp angle to the surface of the water.








III.
 
phrases





go off the rails








‹informal›

 begin behaving in a strange, abnormal, or wildly uncontrolled way.












IV.
 
derivatives





railless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reille

 ‘iron rod,’ from Latin 
regula

 ‘straight stick, rule.’






rail2


 
/rāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
rail against/at/about

 )


1.
 
complain or protest strongly and persistently about




•
 
he railed at human fickleness.














II.
 
derivatives





railer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
railler

 , from Provençal 
ralhar

 ‘to jest,’ based on an alteration of Latin 
rugire

 ‘to bellow.’





rail3


 
/rāl/





I.
 
noun




a secretive bird with drab gray and brown plumage, typically having a long bill and found in dense waterside vegetation.

[Family 
Rallidae

 (the 
rail family

 ): several genera, esp. 
Rallus

 , and numerous species. The rail family also includes the crakes, gallinules, moorhens, and coots.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
raille

 , perhaps of imitative origin.





railbird

 
/ˈrālbərd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a spectator, especially one at a horse race who watches from the railings along the track.













rail car

 
/rāl kär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 any railroad car or wagon.













rail fence

 
/ˈrāl ˌfens/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a fence, typically a wooden one, made of posts and rails.













railhead

 
/ˈrālˌhed/






noun



1.
 
a point on a railroad from which roads and other transportation routes begin.




2.
 
the furthest point reached in constructing a railroad.













railing

 
/ˈrāliNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
railings

 )


1.
 
a fence or barrier made of rails.













raillery

 
/ˈrālərē/





I.
 
noun




good-humored teasing.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
raillerie

 , from 
railler

 ‘to rail’ (see rail
 2
 ).





railman

 
/ˈrālmən/






noun




chiefly British term for railroader
 .














railroad

 
/ˈrālˌrōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a track or set of tracks made of steel rails along which passenger and freight trains run


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a railroad line.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a set of tracks for other vehicles.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a system of railroad tracks with the trains, organization, and personnel required for its working


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the Union Pacific Railroad.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 press (someone) into doing something by rushing or coercing them




•
 
she hesitated, unwilling to be 
railroaded into

 a decision.










2.
 
cause (a measure) to be passed or approved quickly by applying pressure




•
 
the Bill had been 
railroaded through

 the House.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 send (someone) to prison without a fair trial or by means of false evidence.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
railroading

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 travel or work on the railroads.














railroader

 
/ˈrālrōdər/






noun




a person who works for a railroad.













railway

 
/ˈrālˌwā/






noun




chiefly British term for railroad
 .













railwayman

 
/ˈrālˌwāmən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for railroader
 .













raiment

 
/ˈrāmənt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 clothing




•
 
ladies clothed in raiment bedecked with jewels.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of obsolete 
arrayment

 ‘dress, outfit.’






rain

 
/rān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
moisture condensed from the atmosphere that falls visibly in separate drops




•
 
the rain had not stopped for days




•
 
it's pouring rain.










2.
 
(
rains

 )
 — falls of rain




•
 
the plants were washed away by some unusually heavy rains.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a large or overwhelming quantity of things that fall or descend




•
 
he fell under the 
rain of

 blows.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
it rains

 , 
it is raining

 , etc.)


1.
 
rain falls




•
 
it was beginning to rain.










2.
 


‹literary›

 (of the sky, the clouds, etc.) send down rain.




3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of objects) fall in large or overwhelming quantities




•
 
bombs rained down.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
it rains ——

 , 
it is raining ——

 , etc.)
 — used to convey that a specified thing is falling in large or overwhelming quantities




•
 
it was just raining glass.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send down in large or overwhelming quantities




•
 
she rained blows onto him.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be as right as rain






(of a person) be perfectly fit and well.









2.
 
when it rains it pours






see pour
 .









3.
 
rain cats and dogs






rain very hard.

[origin uncertain; first recorded in 1738, used by Jonathan Swift, but the phrase 
rain dogs and polecats

 was used a century earlier in Richard Brome's 
The City Witt

 .]









4.
 
rain on someone's parade








‹informal›

 prevent someone from enjoying an occasion or event; spoil someone's plans.









5.
 
(come) rain or shine






whether it rains or not




•
 
he runs six miles every morning, rain or shine.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





be rained out






(of an event) be terminated or canceled because of rain




•
 
the tournament was rained out.


















V.
 
derivatives





rainless

 
/ˈrānləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
regn

 (noun), 
regnian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
regen

 and German 
Regen

 .





rain boot






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a waterproof, typically calf-length rubber or plastic boot




•
 
many wore rain boots and jackets, angling their umbrellas to fight the wind and rain.



















rainbow

 
/ˈrānˌbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arch of colors formed in the sky in certain circumstances, caused by the refraction and dispersion of the sun's light by rain or other water droplets in the atmosphere.




2.
 
any display of the colors of the spectrum produced by dispersion of light.




3.
 
a wide range or variety of related and typically colorful things




•
 


a rainbow of

 medals decorated his chest.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — many-colored




•
 
a big rainbow packet of felt pens.










5.
 
short for rainbow trout
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the end of the rainbow






used to refer to something much sought after but impossible to attain.

[with allusion to the story of a pot of gold supposedly to be found by anyone reaching the end of a rainbow.]









2.
 
chase rainbows (or a rainbow)






pursue an illusory goal.















– origin

 Old English 
regnboga

 (see rain
 , bow
 1
 ).





Rainbow Bridge





I.
 
a bridge of natural rock, the world's largest natural bridge, situated in southern Utah, just north of the border with Arizona. Its span is 278 feet (86 m).




II.
 
(usu. 
rainbow bridge

 ) [as 
noun

 ]
 — used in reference to an idyllic place where a pet animal is imagined to go after death, where it will eventually be reunited with its owner




•
 
Smokey 
crossed the rainbow bridge

 last night.















rainbow coalition






noun




a political alliance of differing groups, typically one comprising minority peoples and other disadvantaged groups.













rainbow lorikeet

 
rainbow lory






noun




a small, vividly colored Australasian parrot, found in many different races on southwestern Pacific islands.

[
Trichoglossus haematodus

 , family 
Loridae

 (or 
Psittacidae

 ).]














rainbow trout

 
/ˈˌrānbō ˈtrout/






noun




a large trout native to the Pacific seaboard of North America. It has been widely introduced elsewhere, both as a farmed food fish and as a sporting fish. Most rainbow trout remain in streams, but some migrate to lakes and some to the sea (see steelhead
 ).

[
Salmo gairdneri

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]













rain check

 
/ /

 
raincheck





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ticket given for later use when a sports event or other outdoor event is interrupted or postponed by rain.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a coupon issued to a customer by a store, guaranteeing that a sale item that is out of stock may be purchased by that customer at a later date at the same reduced price.








II.
 
phrases





take a rain check








(N. Amer.)

 said when politely refusing an offer, with the implication that one may accept it at a later date




•
 
I can't make it tonight, but I'd like to take a rain check.























raincoat

 
/ˈrānˌkōt/






noun




a long coat made from waterproofed or water-resistant fabric.













rain dance






noun




a ritual done to summon rain, as practiced by some Pueblo Indian and other peoples.













rain date






noun



1.
 
an alternative date for an event in case of inclement weather.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 the day to which a rained-out game is postponed.













raindrop

 
/ˈrānˌdräp/





I.
 
noun




a single drop of rain.











– origin

 Old English 
regndropa

 (see rain
 , drop
 ).





Rainey, Ma

 
/ˈrānē/






(1886–1939), US blues singer; full name 
Gertrude Pridgett Rainey

 . She made over 100 recordings with Louis Armstrong and with her Georgia Jazz Band.









rainfall

 
/ˈrānˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
the fall of rain.




2.
 
the quantity of rain falling within a given area in a given time




•
 
low rainfall.



















rainfly

 
/ˈrānflī/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the flysheet of a tent.













rain forest

 
rainforest






noun




a luxuriant, dense forest rich in biodiversity, found typically in tropical areas with consistently heavy rainfall.













rain gauge

 
/ˈrān ˌɡāj/






noun




a device for collecting and measuring the amount of rain that falls.













Rainier, Mount

 
/rəˈni(ə)r, rā-/






a volcanic peak in southwestern Washington State. Rising to a height of 14,410 feet (4,395 m), it is the highest peak in the Cascade Range.









Rain-in-the-Face






(c.1835–1905), Sioux warrior. With Crazy Horse and other Sioux and Cheyenne warriors, he annihilated the forces under George Custer at the Little Bighorn in 1876.









rainmaker

 
/ˈrānˌmākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who attempts to cause rain to fall, either by rituals or by a scientific technique such as seeding clouds with crystals.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who generates income for a business or organization by brokering deals or attracting clients or funds.








II.
 
derivatives





rainmaking

 
/ˈrānˌmākiNG /






noun





















rainout

 
/ˈrānout/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cancellation or premature ending of an event because of rain.













rainproof

 
/ˈrānˌpro͞of/






adjective




(especially of a building or garment) impervious to rain




•
 
a rainproof coat.



















rain scald






noun




a skin disease of horses caused by infection with actinomycete bacteria, typically contracted in persistently rainy conditions.













rain shadow

 
/rān ˈSHadō/






noun




a region having little rainfall because it is sheltered from prevailing rain-bearing winds by a range of hills.













rainstick

 
/ˈrānstik /

 
rain stick






noun




a percussion instrument made from a dried cactus branch that is hollowed out, filled with small pebbles, and capped at both ends. When slightly tilted, it makes the sound of falling rain.













rainstorm

 
/ˈrānˌstôrm/






noun




a storm with heavy rain.













rainswept

 
/ˈrānswept/






adjective




exposed to or frequently experiencing rain and wind




•
 
a rainswept day in November.




















rain tree






noun




a large tropical American tree that is widely planted as a street tree. It has grooved bark that typically supports epiphytic plants, and “rain” (as it mimics the sound of rain) that is excreted by cicadas that live in the tree.

[
Albizia saman

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













rainwash

 
/ˈrānˌwôSH, -ˌwäSH/






noun




the washing away of soil or other loose material by rain.













rainwater

 
/ˈrānˌwôdər ˈrānˌwädər/






noun




water that has fallen as or been obtained from rain.













rainwear

 
/ˈrānˌwer/






noun




waterproof or water-resistant clothes suitable for wearing in the rain.













rainworm

 
/ˈrānwərm/






noun



1.
 
the earthworm, which often comes to the surface after rain.




2.
 
a soil-dwelling nematode worm, the juveniles of which parasitize grasshoppers.

[
Mermis nigrescens

 , class 
Aphasmida

 (or 
Adenophorea

 ).]













rainy

 
/ˈrānē/





I.
 
adjective




(of weather, a period of time, or an area) having a great deal of rainfall




•
 
a rainy afternoon.














II.
 
phrases





a rainy day






used in reference to a possible time in the future when something, especially money, will be needed




•
 
invest and save for a rainy day.


















III.
 
derivatives





raininess






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rēnig

 (see rain
 , -y
 1
 ).





Rainy River

 
/ˌrānē ˈrivər/






a short river that flows west along the Minnesota-Ontario border, past International Falls, into the Lake of the Woods. One of its sources is Rainy Lake, also on the border.









Raipur

 
/ˈrīpo͝or/






a city in central India, in Madhya Pradesh; pop. 759,600 (est. 2009).










raise

 
/rāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lift or move to a higher position or level




•
 
she raised both arms above her head




•
 
his flag was raised over the city.










2.
 
lift or move to a vertical position; set upright




•
 
Melody managed to raise him to his feet.










3.
 
construct or build (a structure)




•
 
a fence was being raised around the property.










4.
 
cause to rise or form




•
 
the galloping horse raised a cloud of dust.










5.
 
bring to the surface (something that has sunk).




6.
 
cause (bread) to rise, especially by the action of yeast.




7.
 
increase the amount, level, or strength of




•
 
the bank raised interest rates




•
 
the aim was to raise awareness of the plight of the homeless.










8.
 
promote (someone) to a higher rank




•
 
the king 
raised

 him 
to

 the title of Count Torre Bella.










9.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
raising

 )
 — 

[Linguistics]

 (in transformational grammar) move (an element) from a lower structure to a higher one.




10.
 
(
raise something to

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 multiply a quantity by itself to (a specified power)




•
 
3 raised to the 7th power is 2,187.










11.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — (in poker or brag) bet (a specified amount) more than (another player)




•
 
I'll raise you another hundred dollars.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 make a higher bid in the same suit as that bid by (one's partner).




13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — increase (a bid) by raising.




14.
 
cause to occur or be considered




•
 
the alarm was raised when he failed to return home




•
 
doubts have been raised about the future of the reprocessing plant.










15.
 
generate (an invoice or other document).




16.
 
collect, levy, or bring together (money or resources)




•
 
she was attempting to raise $20,000.










17.
 
bring up (a child)




•
 
he was born and raised in San Francisco.










18.
 
breed or grow (animals or plants)




•
 
they raised pigs and kept a pony.










19.
 
bring (someone) back from death




•
 
God 
raised

 Jesus 
from the dead

 .










20.
 
abandon or force an enemy to abandon (a siege, blockade, or embargo).




21.
 
drive (an animal) from its lair




•
 
the jack rabbit was only 250 yards from where he first raised it.










22.
 
cause (a ghost or spirit) to appear




•
 


‹figurative›

 the piece raises the ghosts of a number of twentieth-century art ideas.










23.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 establish contact with (someone), especially by telephone or radio




•
 
I raised him on the open line.










24.
 
(of someone at sea) come in sight of (land or another ship)




•
 
they raised the low coast by evening.










25.
 


[Immunology]

 stimulate production of (an antiserum, antibody, or other biologically active substance) against the appropriate target cell or substance.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an increase in salary




•
 
he wants a raise and some perks.










2.
 
(in poker or brag) an increase in a stake.




3.
 


[Bridge]

 a higher bid in the suit that one's partner has bid.




4.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

[Weightlifting]

 an act of lifting or raising a part of the body while holding a weight




•
 
bent-over raises.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
raise Cain






see Cain
 .









2.
 
raise the devil








‹informal›

 make a noisy disturbance.









3.
 
raise one's eyebrows






see eyebrow
 .









4.
 
raise one's glass






drink a toast




•
 
I 
raised my glass to

 Susan.















5.
 
raise one's hand






strike or seem to be about to strike someone




•
 
she 
raised her hand to

 me.















6.
 
raise one's hat






briefly remove one's hat as a gesture of courtesy or respect to someone.









7.
 
raise hell





a.
 


‹informal›

 make a noisy disturbance.




b.
 
complain vociferously




•
 
he raised hell with real estate developers and polluters.















8.
 
raise hob






see hob
 2
 .









9.
 
raise a laugh






make people laugh.









10.
 
raise the roof






make or cause someone else to make a great deal of noise, especially through cheering




•
 
when I finally scored, the fans raised the roof.















11.
 
raise one's voice





a.
 
speak more loudly.




b.
 
begin to speak or sing.












IV.
 
derivatives





raisable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
reisa

 ; related to the verb rear
 2
 .





raised

 
/rāzd/






adjective



1.
 
elevated to a higher position or level; lifted




•
 
they ate on a raised platform at one end of the hall.










2.
 
embossed; in relief




•
 
the building features raised lettering.










3.
 
(of bread or pastry) made with a raising agent such as yeast




•
 
raised doughnuts.










4.
 
more intense or strong than usual; higher




•
 
a neighbor heard raised voices from the women's apartment




•
 
as we age we are more likely to have raised blood pressure.



















raised beach

 
/rāzd bēCH/






noun






[Geology]

 a former beach now lying above water level owing to geological changes since its formation.













raiser

 
/rāzər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that increases the amount, level, or strength of something




•
 
the visit had been a morale raiser for his crew.










2.
 
a person who breeds or grows animals or plants




•
 
my parents are simple cattle raisers.










3.
 
something which lifts or moves an object to a higher position or level




•
 
an adjustable toilet seat raiser.










4.
 
(in poker or brag) a person who bets a specified amount more than another player




•
 
the original raiser hesitated and checked.










5.
 


[Bridge]

 a person who makes a higher bid in the same suit as that bid by their partner




•
 
raising from two to three is permissible without normal support provided the raiser has other strength.



















raisin

 
/ˈrāzən/





I.
 
noun




a partially dried grape.








II.
 
derivatives





raisiny






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, ‘grape,’ from an alteration of Latin 
racemus

 ‘grape bunch.’






raison d'état

 
/rāˌzän dāˈtä/





I.
 
noun




a purely political reason for action on the part of a ruler or government, especially where a departure from openness, justice, or honesty is involved.











– origin

 French, literally ‘reason of state.’





raison d'être

 
/ˌrāzôn ˈdetrə/





I.
 
noun




the most important reason or purpose for someone or something's existence




•
 
an institution whose raison d'être is public service broadcasting.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘reason for being.’





raita

 
/ˈrīdə/





I.
 
noun




an Indian side dish of yogurt containing chopped cucumber or other vegetables, and spices.











– origin

 from Hindi 
rāytā

 .





raj

 
/räj/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the raj

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 British sovereignty in India




•
 
the last days of the raj.










2.
 
(
raj

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 
(Indian)

 rule; government.











– origin

 from Hindi 
rāj

 ‘reign.’





rajah

 
/ˈräjə /

 
raja





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an Indian king or prince.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a title extended to petty dignitaries and nobles in India during the British Raj.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a title extended by the British to a Malay or Javanese ruler or chief.











– origin

 from Hindi 
rājā

 , Sanskrit 
rājan

 ‘king.’





rajas

 
/ˈrəjəs/






noun




(in Vedanta) the element or mode of prakriti associated with passion, energy, and movement.














rajasic

 
/rəˈjasik/






adjective




(in Ayurveda) denoting a class of foods that are bitter, sour, salty, pungent, hot, or dry, and are thought to promote sensuality, greed, jealousy, anger, delusion, and irreligious feelings.

Compare sattvic
 , tamasic
 .













Rajasthan

 
/ˌräjəˈstän/





I.
 
a state in western India, on the Pakistani border; capital, Jaipur. The western part of the state consists largely of the Thar Desert and is sparsely populated.




II.
 
derivatives





Rajasthani

 
/ˌräjəˈstänē /






noun, adjective





















raja yoga





I.
 
noun




a form of Hindu yoga intended to achieve control over the mind and emotions.











– origin

 from Sanskrit, from 
rājan

 ‘king’ + yoga
 .





Rajkot

 
/ˈräjkōt/






a city in Gujarat, in western India; pop. 1,395,000 (est. 2009).









Rajneesh, Bhagwan Shree

 
/räjˈnēSH/






(1931–90), Indian guru; born 
Chandra Mohan Jain

 ; known as 
the Bhagwan

 (Sanskrit, “lord”). He founded an ashram in Pune, India, and a commune in Oregon and preached his doctrine of communal therapy and salvation through free love. He was deported from the US in 1985 for immigration violations.









Rajput

 
/ˈräjˌpo͝ot, ˈräZH-/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Hindu military caste claiming Kshatriya descent.











– origin

 from Hindi 
rājpūt

 , from Sanskrit 
rājan

 ‘king’ + 
putra

 ‘son.’





Rajshahi

 
/räjˈSHäˌhē/






a port on the Ganges River in western Bangladesh; pop. 472,775 (2008).










Rajya Sabha

 
/ˌräjə səˈbä/





I.
 
the upper house of the Indian parliament.

Compare with Lok Sabha
 .







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
rājya

 ‘state’ + 
sabhā

 ‘council.’





rake1


 
/rāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement consisting of a pole with a crossbar toothed like a comb at the end, or with several tines held together by a crosspiece, used especially for drawing together cut grass or fallen leaves, or smoothing loose soil or gravel.




2.
 
an implement similar to a rake used for other purposes, e.g., by a croupier drawing in money at a gaming table.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
collect, gather, or move with a rake or similar implement




•
 
they started 
raking up

 hay.










2.
 
make (a stretch of ground) tidy or smooth with a rake




•
 
the infield dirt is meticulously raked.










3.
 
scratch or scrape (something, especially a person's flesh) with a long sweeping movement




•
 
her fingers raked Bill's face.










4.
 
draw or drag (something) with a long sweeping movement




•
 
she raked a comb through her hair.










5.
 
sweep (something) from end to end with gunfire, a look, or a beam of light




•
 
Greg let his high beams rake the shrubbery.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move across something with a long sweeping movement




•
 
his icy gaze raked mercilessly over Lissa's slender figure.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — search or rummage through something




•
 
Nina decided to rake through the drawers.














III.
 
phrases





(as) thin as a rake






(of a person) very thin.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
rake something in








‹informal›

 make a lot of money, typically very easily




•
 
he was now raking in $250 million a year.















2.
 
rake something up/over






revive the memory of an incident or period of time that is best forgotten




•
 
I have no desire to rake over the past.


















V.
 
derivatives





raker






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
raca

 , 
racu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
raak

 and German 
Rechen

 , from a base meaning ‘heap up’; the verb is partly from Old Norse 
raka

 ‘to scrape, shave.’






rake2


 
/rāk/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a fashionable or wealthy man of dissolute or promiscuous habits.




•
 
a merry Restoration rake.














II.
 
phrases





a rake's progress








‹dated›

 a progressive deterioration, especially through self-indulgence.




•
 
his downfall was a rake's progress of late nights and seedy bars.







[from the title of a series of engravings (1735) by Hogarth.]















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation of archaic 
rakehell

 in the same sense.






rake3


 
/rāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set (something, especially a stage or the floor of an auditorium) at a sloping angle.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship's mast or funnel) incline from the perpendicular toward the stern.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship's bow or stern) project at its upper part beyond the keel.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the angle at which a thing slopes.




2.
 
the angle of the edge or face of a cutting tool.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably related to German 
ragen

 ‘to project,’ of unknown ultimate origin; compare with Swedish 
raka

 .





rake-off

 
/ˈrā ˌkäf/






noun






‹informal›

 a commission or share of the profits from a deal, especially one that is disreputable.













raki

 
/ˈrəˈkē, ˈrakē, ˈräkē/





I.
 
noun




a strong alcoholic spirit made in eastern Europe or the Middle East.











– origin

 from Turkish 
rakı

 .





raking light






noun




(in art or photography) bright light, usually beamed obliquely, used to reveal such things as texture and detail.













rakish1


 
/ˈrākiSH/





I.
 
adjective




having or displaying a dashing, jaunty, or slightly disreputable quality or appearance




•
 
he had a rakish, debonair look.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rakishly

 
/ˈrākiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
rakishness






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from rake
 2
 + -ish
 1
 .





rakish2


 
/ˈrākiSH/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a boat or car) trim and fast-looking, with streamlined angles and curves.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the noun rake
 3
 + -ish
 1
 .





Rákosi, Mátyás

 
/ˈräkôSHē/






(1892–1971), Hungarian statesman; first secretary of the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party 1945–56 and prime minister 1952–53 and 1955–56. After the communists seized power in 1945, he did much to establish a firmly Stalinist regime but was ousted by the more liberal Imre Nagy in 1953.









raku

 
/ˈräˌko͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a kind of lead-glazed Japanese earthenware, typically irregular in shape and used especially for the tea ceremony.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘enjoyment.’





rale

 
/räl, ral/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
rales

 )


1.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal rattling sound heard when examining unhealthy lungs with a stethoscope.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
râle

 , from 
râler

 ‘to rattle.’





Raleigh

 
/ˈrôlē, ˈrä-/






the capital of North Carolina, in the east central part of the state; pop. 392,552 (est. 2008).









Raleigh, Sir Walter

 
Ralegh






(
c.

 1552–1618), English explorer, courtier, and writer. A favorite of Elizabeth I, he organized several voyages of exploration and colonization to the Americas and introduced potato and tobacco plants to England.









rall.






abbreviation






[Music]

 rallentando.













rallentando

 
/ˌrälənˈtändō ˌralənˈtandō/





I.
 
adverb, adjective, noun






[Music]

 another term for ritardando
 .











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘slowing down,’ from the verb 
rallentare

 .





rally1


 
/ˈralē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of troops) come together again in order to continue fighting after a defeat or dispersion




•
 
De Montfort's troops rallied and drove back the king's infantry.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring together (forces) again in order to continue fighting




•
 
the king escaped to Perth to rally his own forces.










3.
 
assemble in a mass meeting




•
 
up to 50,000 people rallied in the city center.










4.
 
bring or come together in order to support a person or cause or for concerted action


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a series of meetings to rally support for the union




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
conservatives in the GOP 
rallied behind

 Goldwater.










5.
 
recover or cause to recover in health, spirits, or poise


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she floundered for a moment, then rallied again




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they rallied her with a drink.










6.
 
(of share, currency, or commodity prices) increase after a fall




•
 
prices of metals such as aluminum and copper have rallied.










7.
 
drive in a rally.




8.
 
(in tennis and other racket sports) engage in a rally.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass meeting of people making a political protest or showing support for a cause




•
 
a rally attended by around 100,000 people.










2.
 
an open-air event for people who own a particular kind of vehicle




•
 
a traction engine rally.










3.
 
(also 
rallye

 )
 — a competition for motor vehicles in which they are driven a long distance over public roads or rough terrain, typically in stages and through checkpoints


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rally driver.










4.
 
a quick or marked recovery after a reverse or a period of weakness




•
 
the market staged a late rally.










5.
 
(in baseball and football) a renewed or sustained offensive, usually by the losing team, that ties or wins the game.




6.
 
(in tennis and other racket sports) an extended exchange of strokes between players.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rallier






noun













2.
 
rallyist






noun





rally
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bring together again’): from French 
rallier

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
allier

 ‘to ally.’





rally2


 
/ˈralē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 subject (someone) to good-humored ridicule; tease




•
 
he rallied her on the length of her pigtail.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
railler

 ‘to rib, tease’ (see rail
 2
 ).





rallying

 
/ˈralēiNG/






noun



1.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the action or process of coming together to support a person or cause or take concerted action




•
 
a rallying cry.










2.
 
the sport or action of participating in a motor rally




•
 
established names in international rallying.



















raloxifene

 
/rəˈläksəˌfēn/






noun




a drug that is prescribed mainly for the prevention and treatment of osteoporosis in post-menopausal women, and for the prevention of breast cancer.













ralph

 
/ralf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 vomit.











– origin

 1960s: origin uncertain; apparently a use of the male given name 
Ralph

 , but perhaps imitative.






ram

 
/ram/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an uncastrated male sheep.




2.
 
(
the Ram

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Aries.




3.
 
short for battering ram
 .




4.
 
the falling weight of a pile-driving machine.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a beak or other projecting part of the bow of a warship, for piercing the hulls of other ships.




6.
 
a hydraulic water-raising or lifting machine.




7.
 
the piston of a hydraulic press.




8.
 
the plunger of a force pump.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
roughly force (something) into place




•
 
he rammed his stick into the ground.










2.
 
(of a vehicle or vessel) be driven violently into (something, typically another vehicle or vessel) in an attempt to stop or damage it




•
 
their boat was rammed by a Japanese warship.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — crash violently against something




•
 
the stolen car rammed into the front of the house.










4.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
rammed

 )
 — beat (earth or the ground) with a heavy implement to make it hard and firm




•
 
a long curving wall made of rammed earth.










5.
 
(
ram through

 )
 — force (something) to be accepted




•
 
Sunday's referendum to ram through a new constitution.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
ram something down someone's throat






see throat
 .









2.
 
ram something home






see home
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





rammer

 
/ˈramər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ram(m)

 , related to Dutch 
ram

 .





RAM

 
/ram/






abbreviation



1.
 


[Computing]

 random-access memory.




2.
 
(in the UK) Royal Academy of Music.














Rama

 
/ˈrämə/






the hero of the Ramayana, husband of Sita. He is the Hindu model of the ideal man, the seventh incarnation of Vishnu, and is widely venerated, by some sects as the supreme god.









ramada

 
/rəˈmädə, -ˈmadə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an arbor or porch.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish.





Ramadan

 
/ˌräməˈdän ˈraməˌdan/





I.
 
noun




the ninth month of the Muslim year, during which strict fasting is observed from sunrise to sunset.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ramaḍān

 , from 
ramaḍa

 ‘be hot.’ The lunar reckoning of the Muslim calendar brings the fast eleven days earlier each year, eventually causing Ramadan to occur in any season; originally it was supposed to be in one of the hot months.





ram air






noun






‹technical›

 air that is forced to enter a moving aperture, such as the air intake of an aircraft.













Raman, Sir C. V.

 
/ˈrämən/






(1888–1970), Indian physicist; full name 
Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman

 . He discovered the Raman effect, one of the most important proofs of the quantum theory of light. Nobel Prize for Physics (1930).










Raman effect






noun






[Physics]

 a change of wavelength exhibited by some of the radiation scattered in a medium. The effect is specific to the molecules that cause it, and so can be used in spectroscopic analysis.

Compare with Rayleigh scattering
 .













Ramapithecus

 
/ˌraməˈpiTHikəs, ˌräm-/





I.
 
noun




an extinct anthropoid ape of the Miocene epoch, known from remains found in southwestern Asia and East Africa, and probably ancestral to the orangutan.

[Genus 
Ramapithecus

 , family 
Pongidae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Rama
 + Greek 
pithēkos

 ‘ape.’





Ramayana

 
/ˌrämīˈänə, rəˈmīənə/





I.
 
one of the two great Sanskrit epics of the Hindus, composed 
c.

 300 
BC

 . It describes how Rama, aided by his brother and the monkey king Hanuman, rescued his wife Sita from Ravana, the ten-headed demon king of Lanka.







– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘exploits of Rama.’





ramble

 
/ˈrambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk for pleasure, typically without a definite route.




2.
 
(of a plant) put out long shoots and grow over walls or other plants.




3.
 
talk or write at length in a confused or inconsequential way




•
 
he 
rambled on

 about his acting career.














II.
 
noun




a walk taken for pleasure, especially in the countryside.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): probably related to Middle Dutch 
rammelen

 , used of animals in the sense ‘wander around in heat,’ also to the noun ram
 .





rambler

 
/ˈramb(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person who walks for pleasure, especially in the countryside.




2.
 
a straggling or climbing rose.




3.
 
another term for ranch house
 (see ranch
 ).













rambling

 
/ˈramb(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of writing or speech) lengthy and confused or inconsequential.




2.
 
(of a plant) putting out long shoots and growing over walls or other plants; climbing




•
 
rambling roses.










3.
 
(of a building or path) spreading or winding irregularly in various directions




•
 
a big old rambling house.










4.
 
(of a person) traveling from place to place; wandering.








II.
 
derivatives





ramblingly

 
/ˈramb(ə)liNGlē /






adverb





















Rambo

 
/ˈrambō/





I.
 
noun




an exceptionally tough, aggressive man.











– origin

 the name of the hero of David Morrell's novel 
First Blood

 (1972), popularized in the movies 
First Blood

 (1982) and 
Rambo: First Blood Part II

 (1985).





Rambouillet

 
/ˌrambəˈlā, -bo͞oˈyā/





I.
 
noun




a sheep of a hardy breed developed from the Spanish merino but bred elsewhere for its meat and its heavy fleece of fine wool.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
Rambouillet

 , a town in northern France, the site of a sheep farm founded by Louis XVI.





rambunctious

 
/ramˈbəNG(k)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 uncontrollably exuberant; boisterous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rambunctiously






adverb













2.
 
rambunctiousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





rambutan

 
/ramˈbo͞otn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red, plum-sized tropical fruit with soft spines and a slightly acidic taste.




2.
 
the Malaysian tree that bears the rambutan fruit.

[
Nephelium lappaceum

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Malay 
rambūtan

 , from 
rambut

 ‘hair,’ with allusion to the fruit's spines.





ramekin

 
/ˈraməkən /

 
ramekin dish





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small dish for baking and serving an individual portion of food.




2.
 
a quantity of food served in a ramekin, in particular a small quantity of cheese baked with breadcrumbs, eggs, and seasoning.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
ramequin

 , of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with obsolete Flemish 
rameken

 ‘toasted bread.’





ramen

 
/ˈrämən/





I.
 
plural noun




(in oriental cuisine) quick-cooking noodles, typically served in a broth with meat and vegetables.











– origin

 Japanese, from Chinese 
lā

 ‘to pull’ + 
miàn

 ‘noodles.’





ramie

 
/ˈrämē ˈrāmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vegetable fiber noted for its length and toughness.




2.
 
cloth woven from ramie.




3.
 
the plant of the nettle family that yields ramie, native to tropical Asia and cultivated elsewhere.

[
Boehmeria nivea

 , family 
Urticaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Malay 
rami

 .





ramification

 
/ˌraməfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
ramifications

 )


1.
 
a consequence of an action or event, especially when complex or unwelcome




•
 
any change is bound to have legal ramifications.










2.
 
a subdivision of a complex structure or process perceived as comparable to a tree's branches




•
 
an extended family with its ramifications of neighboring in-laws.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 the action or state of ramifying or being ramified.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from 
ramifier

 ‘form branches’ (see ramify
 ).






ramify

 
/ˈraməˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 form branches or offshoots; spread or branch out




•
 
an elaborate system of canals was built, ramifying throughout Britain.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
ramified

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 cause to branch or spread out




•
 
a ramified genealogical network.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ramifier

 , from medieval Latin 
ramificare

 , from Latin 
ramus

 ‘branch.’






ramjet

 
/ˈramˌjet/






noun




a type of jet engine in which the air drawn in for combustion is compressed solely by the forward motion of the aircraft.













Ramón y Cajal, Santiago

 
/rəˈmōn ē kəˈhäl/






(1852–1934), Spanish physician and histologist. He was a founder of the science of neurology, identifying the neuron as the fundamental unit of the nervous system. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1906), shared with Camillo Golgi.










ramp

 
/ramp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slope or inclined plane for joining two different levels, as at the entrance or between floors of a building




•
 
a wheelchair ramp.










2.
 
a movable set of steps for entering or leaving an aircraft.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an inclined road leading onto or off a main road or highway




•
 
an exit ramp.










4.
 
an upward bend in a stair rail.




5.
 
an electrical waveform in which the voltage increases or decreases linearly with time.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide or build (something) with a ramp.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of an animal) rear up on its hind legs in a threatening posture.




3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — rush about violently or uncontrollably




•
 
an awful beast ramping about the woods and fields.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a plant) grow or climb luxuriantly




•
 
ivy ramped over the flower beds.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an electrical waveform) increase or decrease voltage linearly with time.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





ramp something up (or ramp up)






(especially in reference to the production of goods) increase or cause to increase in amount




•
 
they ramped up production to meet booming demand




•
 
the level of violence is ramping up.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘rear up,’ also used as a heraldic term): from Old French 
ramper

 ‘creep, crawl,’ of unknown origin. Sense 1 of the noun dates from the late 18th cent.





rampage

 
/ˈramˌpāj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a large group of people) rush around in a violent and uncontrollable manner




•
 
several thousand demonstrators rampaged through the city.














II.
 
noun




a period of violent and uncontrollable behavior, typically involving a large group of people




•
 
thugs 
went on a rampage

 and wrecked a classroom.














III.
 
derivatives





rampager

 
/ˈramˌpājər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps based on the verb ramp
 and the noun rage
 .





rampageous

 
/ˌramˈpājəs/






adjective






‹archaic›

 boisterously or violently uncontrollable.













rampant

 
/ˈrampənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of something unwelcome or unpleasant) flourishing or spreading unchecked




•
 
political violence was rampant




•
 
rampant inflation.










2.
 
(of a person or activity) violent or unrestrained in action or performance




•
 
rampant sex.










3.
 
(of a plant) lush in growth; luxuriant




•
 
a rich soil soon becomes home to rampant weeds.










4.
 
[usu. 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) represented standing on one hind foot with its forefeet in the air (typically in profile, facing the dexter (left) side, with right hind foot and tail raised, unless otherwise specified)




•
 
two gold lions rampant.










5.
 


[Architecture]

 (of an arch) springing from a level of support at one height and resting on the other support at a higher level.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rampancy

 
/ˈramp(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
rampantly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a heraldic term): from Old French, literally ‘crawling,’ present participle of 
ramper

 (see ramp
 ). From the original use describing a wild animal, arose the sense ‘fierce,’ whence the current notion of ‘unrestrained.’





rampart

 
/ˈramˌpärt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
ramparts

 )


1.
 
a defensive wall of a castle or walled city, having a broad top with a walkway and typically a stone parapet.




2.
 
a defensive or protective barrier




•
 
the open Pacific broke on the far-off ramparts of the reef.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 fortify or surround with or as if with a rampart.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
rempart

 , from 
remparer

 ‘fortify, take possession of again,’ based on Latin 
ante

 ‘before’ + 
parare

 ‘prepare.’





rampion

 
/ˈrampēən/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant of the bellflower family, some kinds of which have a root that can be eaten in salads.

[● a Mediterranean plant with a long narrow spike of bluish flowers and a thick taproot (
Campanula rapunculus

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 ). ● a grassland plant with dense, rounded flower heads of inward curving, typically blue, tubular flowers (genus 
Phyteuma

 , family 
Campanulaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from a variant of medieval Latin 
rapuncium

 ; compare with German 
Rapunzel

 ‘corn salad.’





ramrod

 
/ˈramˌräd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rod for ramming down the charge of a muzzleloading firearm.




2.
 
used in similes and metaphors to describe someone's erect or rigid posture




•
 
he held himself ramrod straight.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person, especially one in a position of leadership, who is strict and uncompromising.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
ramrod something through

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 force a proposed measure to be accepted or completed quickly




•
 
they ramrodded through legislation voiding the court injunctions.



















Ramsay, Sir William

 
/ˈramzē/






(1852–1916), Scottish chemist; discoverer of the noble gases. He discovered argon and helium and codiscovered neon, krypton, xenon, and radon. He also determined their atomic weights and places in the periodic table. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1904).









Ramses

 
/ˈramsēz /

 
Rameses





I.
 
the name of 11 Egyptian pharaohs, notably:




II.
 


Ramses II

 (died 
c.

 1225 
BC

 ), reigned 
c.

 1292–
c.

 1225 
BC

 ; known as 
Ramses the Great

 . The third pharaoh of the 19th dynasty, he built vast monuments and statues, including the two rock temples at Abu Simbel.




III.
 


Ramses III

 (died 
c.

 1167 
BC

 ), reigned 
c.

 1198–
c.

 1167 
BC

 . The second pharaoh of the 20th dynasty, he fought decisive battles against the Libyans and the Sea Peoples. After his death the power of Egypt declined.









ramshackle

 
/ˈramˌSHak(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a house or vehicle) in a state of severe disrepair




•
 
a ramshackle cottage.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally dialect in the sense ‘irregular, disorderly’): alteration of earlier 
ramshackled

 , altered form of obsolete 
ransackled

 ‘ransacked.’





ramshorn snail

 
/ˌramzˌhôrn ˈsnāl/






noun




a plant-eating European freshwater snail that has a flat spiral shell.

[Family 
Planorbidae

 : several genera.]














ramus

 
/ˈrāməs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 an arm or branch of a bone, in particular those of the ischium and pubes or of the jawbone.




2.
 
a major branch of a nerve.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a structure in an invertebrate that has the form of a projecting arm, typically one of two or more that are conjoined or adjacent.




4.
 
a barb of a feather.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘branch.’





ran

 
/ran/






past of run
 .










ranch

 
/ran(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large farm, especially in the western US and Canada, where cattle or other animals are bred and raised.




2.
 
(also 
ranch house

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a single-story, sometimes split-level, house, typically with a low-pitched roof.




3.
 
( in the UK)
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 short for ranch dressing
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
ranching

 )


1.
 
run a ranch




•
 
cattle ranching.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
ranched

 )
 — breed (animals) on a ranch.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use (land) as a ranch.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
rancho

 ‘group of persons eating together.’






ranch dressing






noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a type of thick white salad dressing made with sour cream or buttermilk.













rancher

 
/ˈran(t)SHər/






noun



1.
 
a person who owns or runs a ranch.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ranch house.













ranchera

 
/ranˈCHerə, rän-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of Mexican country music typically played with guitars and horns.




2.
 
a ranchera tune or song.











– origin

 from Spanish 
cancion ranchera

 , ‘farmers' song.’





rancheria

 
/ˌran(t)SHəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish America and the western US) a small Indian settlement.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
rancho

 (see ranch
 ).





ranchero

 
/ranˈCHerō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who farms or works on a ranch, especially in the southwestern US and Mexico.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
rancho

 (see ranch
 ).





Ranchi

 
/ˈran(t)SHē/






a city in northeastern India, the capital of Jharkhand state; pop. 1,047,500 (est. 2009).









Rancho Cordova

 
/ˈranˌCHō ˈkôrˌdəvə/






an industrial city in north central California, northeast of Sacramento; pop. 62,265 (est. 2008).









Rancho Cucamonga

 
/ˌranCHō ˌko͞okəˈməNGɡə, ˌranCHō ˌko͞okəˈmäNGɡə/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 171,176 (est. 2008).









rancid

 
/ˈransəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of foods containing fat or oil) smelling or tasting unpleasant as a result of being old and stale.








II.
 
derivatives





rancidity

 
/ranˈsidətē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
rancidus

 ‘stinking.’






rancor

 
/ˈraNGkər /

 


‹Brit.›

 rancour





I.
 
noun




bitterness or resentfulness, especially when long-standing




•
 
he spoke without rancor.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
rancor

 ‘rankness,’ (in the Vulgate ‘bitter grudge’), related to Latin 
rancidus

 ‘stinking.’





rancorous

 
/ˈraNGk(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by bitterness or resentment




•
 
sixteen miserable months of rancorous disputes




•
 
a rancorous debate.














II.
 
derivatives





rancorously

 
/ˈraNGk(ə)rəslē /






adverb






















rand1


 
/rand ränt/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of South Africa, equal to 100 cents.











– origin

 from 
the Rand

 , the name of a goldfield district near Johannesburg.






rand2


 
/rand/





I.
 
noun




a strip of leather placed under the back part of a shoe or boot to make it level before the lifts of the heel are attached.











– origin

 Old English (denoting a border): of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rand

 and German 
Rand

 ‘edge.’ The current sense dates from the late 16th cent.






Rand

 
/rand/





(
the Rand

 )


1.
 
another name for Witwatersrand
 .













Rand, Ayn

 
/rand/





I.
 
(1905–82), US writer and philosopher, born in Russia; born 
Alissa Rozenbaum

 . She developed a philosophy of “objectivism,” in 
For the New Intellectual

 (1961), arguing for “rational self-interest,” individualism, and laissez-faire capitalism. Notable novels: 
The Fountainhead

 (1943) and 
Atlas Shrugged

 (1957).




II.
 
derivatives





Randian






adjective, noun





















Randall, Tony

 
/ˈrandl/






1920–2004, US actor; born 
Leonard Rosenberg

 . He starred in numerous film and stage productions but is best known for his role as Felix Unger, playing opposite Jack Klugman (1922–2012), in the TV series 
The Odd Couple

 (1970–75). In 1991 he founded the National Actors Theatre to bring classic works to the New York stage.









R & B

 
R 'n' B






noun



1.
 
short for rhythm and blues
 .




2.
 
a kind of pop music of African-American origin with a soulful vocal style featuring improvisation.













R & D






abbreviation




research and development.













rando

 
/ˈrandō /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
noun




a person one does not know, especially one regarded as odd, suspicious, or engaging in socially inappropriate behavior




•
 
some rando asked to take her photo




•
 
getting yelled at by randos doesn't bother me.














II.
 
adjective




short for random
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective):




•
 
I don't want some rando dude on the street telling me he thinks I'm hot




•
 
on a rando Sunday I was looking for a place to chill with some friends.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: shortening of random
 .





Randolph

 
/ˌranˈdôlf/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, south of Boston; pop. 30,082 (est. 2008).









Randolph, A. Philip






(1889–1979), US labor and civil rights leader; full name 
Asa Philip Randolph

 . Believing that unions would benefit African Americans, he founded the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 1928 and served as its president until 1968. He was a major organizer of the 1941 and 1963 marches on Washington.










random

 
/ˈrandəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made, done, happening, or chosen without method or conscious decision




•
 
a random sample of 100 households.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 governed by or involving equal chances for each item.




3.
 
(of masonry) with stones of irregular size and shape.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 unfamiliar or unspecified




•
 
are you going to take some random guy on Twitter's word?




•
 
we stumbled on another live band playing at a random bar.










5.
 


‹informal›

 odd, unusual, or unexpected




•
 
the class was hard but he was so random that it was always fun.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an unknown, unspecified, or odd person




•
 
I just sat down by myself and talked to some randoms




•
 
some randoms in the crowd asked Ivan Ljubicic to take a photo for them




•
 
unlike other fan mail from randoms, this was special .














III.
 
phrases





at random






without method or conscious decision




•
 
he opened the book at random.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘impetuous headlong rush’): from Old French 
randon

 ‘great speed,’ from 
randir

 ‘gallop,’ from a Germanic root shared by rand
 2
 .






random access

 

‹Computing›







noun




the process of transferring information to or from memory in which every memory location can be accessed directly rather than being accessed in a fixed sequence


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
random-access programming.



















random error






noun






[Statistics]

 an error in measurement caused by factors that vary from one measurement to another.













randomize

 
/ˈrandəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
randomized

 )


1.
 


‹technical›

 make unpredictable, unsystematic, or random in order or arrangement; employ random selection or sampling in (an experiment or procedure).








II.
 
derivatives





randomization

 
/ˌrandəməˈzāSH(ə)n ˌrandəˌmīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















randomly

 
/ˈrandəmlē/






adverb



1.
 
without method or conscious decision; indiscriminately




•
 
troops fired randomly from tanks




•
 
I randomly split the ironing into two piles.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 in a way that involves equal chances for each item




•
 
each clinic surveyed 20 patients who were selected randomly




•
 
her entry was randomly drawn from around 10,000 others to win the first prize car.



















randomness

 
/ˈrandəmnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of lacking a pattern or principle of organization; unpredictability




•
 
we accept randomness in our own lives but we crave logic in art.










2.
 


‹informal›

 oddness or eccentricity




•
 
we tease her for her complete randomness.




















random variable






noun






[Statistics]

 a quantity having a numerical value for each member of a group, especially one whose values occur according to a frequency distribution.

Also called variate
 .













random walk






noun






[Physics]

 the movements of an object or changes in a variable that follow no discernible pattern or trend.














randonnée

 
/ˌrandəˈnā/





I.
 
noun




[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a form of skiing across mountainous terrain using equipment specially designed for walking uphill as well as skiing downhill




•
 
randonnée skiers.

















– origin

 French, ‘long walk or journey.’





R & R






abbreviation



1.
 


‹informal›

 rest and recreation.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 rescue and resuscitation.




3.
 
(also 
R 'n' R

 )
 — rock and roll.













Randstad

 
/ˈränstäd/






a conurbation in the northwestern Netherlands that stretches in a horseshoe shape from Dordrecht and Rotterdam around to Utrecht and Amersfoort via The Hague, Leiden, Haarlem, and Amsterdam. The majority of the people of the Netherlands live in this area.









randy

 
/ˈrandē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 sexually aroused or excited.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 (of a person) having a rude, aggressive manner.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
randily

 
/-dəlē /






adverb













2.
 
randiness

 
/ˈrandēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
rand

 ‘rant, rave,’ from obsolete Dutch 
randen

 ‘to rant.’





ranee






noun




archaic spelling of rani
 .













Raney nickel

 
/ˈrāni ˌnik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
‹trademark›

 a form of nickel catalyst with a high surface area, used in organic hydrogenation reactions.











– origin

 1930s: named after Murray 
Raney

 (1885–1966), US engineer.





rang

 
/raNG/






past of ring
 2
 .









ranga

 
/ˈraNGə/





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a red-haired person.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from orangutan
 (the animal being known for its reddish hair).






range

 
/rānj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the area of variation between upper and lower limits on a particular scale




•
 
the cost is thought to be 
in the range of

 $1-5 million a day




•
 
it's outside my price range.










2.
 
the scope of a person's knowledge or abilities




•
 
he gave some indication of his range.










3.
 
the compass of a person's voice or of a musical instrument




•
 
she was gifted with an incredible vocal range.










4.
 
the extent of time covered by something such as a forecast.




5.
 
the area or extent covered by or included in something




•
 
an introductory guide to the range of debate this issue has generated.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the set of values that a given function can take as its argument varies.




7.
 
a set of different things of the same general type




•
 
the area offers a wide range of activities for the tourist.










8.
 
the distance within which something can be reached or perceived




•
 
something lurked just beyond her range of vision.










9.
 
the distance that can be covered by a vehicle or aircraft without refueling




•
 
the vans have a range of 125 miles.










10.
 
the maximum distance at which a radio transmission can be effectively received




•
 
planets within radio range of Earth.










11.
 
the maximum distance to which a gun will shoot or over which a missile will travel




•
 
these rockets have a range of 30 to 40 miles




•
 
a duck came 
within range

 .










12.
 
the distance between a camera and the subject to be photographed.




13.
 


[Surveying]

 the horizontal direction and length of a survey line determined by at least two fixed points.




14.
 
a line or series of mountains or hills




•
 
the coastal ranges of the northwest.










15.
 


(US)

 a series of townships extending north and south parallel to the principal meridian of a survey.




16.
 


[Nautical]

 a line defined by landmarks or beacons, used to locate something offshore, especially a navigable channel or a hazard.




17.
 
a large area of open land for grazing or hunting.




18.
 
an area of land or sea used as a testing ground for military equipment.




19.
 
an open or enclosed area with targets for shooting practice.




20.
 
the area over which a thing, especially a plant or animal, is distributed.




21.
 
an electric or gas stove with several burners and one or more ovens.




22.
 


[Building]

 a course of masonry extending from end to end at one height.




23.
 
a row of buildings.




24.
 


‹archaic›

 the direction or position in which something lies




•
 
the range of the hills and valleys is nearly from north to south.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — vary or extend between specified limits




•
 
patients whose ages ranged from 13 to 25 years.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be ranged

 )
 — place or arrange in a row or rows or in a specified order or manner




•
 
a table with half a dozen chairs ranged around it.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — run or extend in a line in a particular direction




•
 
he regularly came to the benches that ranged along the path.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) travel or wander over a wide area




•
 
patrols ranged thousands of miles deep into enemy territory




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
nomadic tribesmen who ranged the windswept lands of the steppe.










5.
 
(of a person's eyes) pass from one person or thing to another




•
 
his eyes 
ranged over

 them.










6.
 
(of something written or spoken) cover or embrace a wide number of different topics




•
 
tutorials 
ranged over

 a variety of subjects.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain the range of a target by adjustment after firing past it or short of it, or by the use of radar or laser equipment




•
 
radar-type transmissions which appeared to be 
ranging on

 our convoys.










8.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of a projectile) cover a specified distance.




9.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of a gun) send a projectile over a specified distance.








III.
 
phrases





at a range of






with a specified distance between one person or thing and another




•
 
a bat can detect a moth at a range of less than 8 feet.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘line of people or animals’): from Old French 
range

 ‘row, rank,’ from 
rangier

 ‘put in order,’ from 
rang

 ‘rank.’ Early usage also included the notion of ‘movement over an area.’





range anxiety






noun






‹informal›

 worry on the part of a person driving an electric car that the battery will run out of power before the destination or a suitable charging point is reached




•
 
range anxiety is often cited as the most important reason why many are reluctant to buy electric cars.



















rangebound

 
/ˈrān(d)ZHˌbound/






adjective




(generally of market prices) not straying outside a particular range




•
 
the euro remained rangebound, faltering again in its attempt to regain recent highs.



















rangefinder

 
/ˈrānjˌfīndər/






noun




an instrument for estimating the distance of an object, especially for use with a camera or gun.













rangeland

 
/ˈrānjˌland/






noun

 — (also 
rangelands

 )


1.
 
open country used for grazing or hunting animals.













Rangeley Lakes

 
/ˌrānjlē ˈlāks/






a resort region in western Maine, near the New Hampshire border, noted for Rangeley, Mooselookmeguntic, and other lakes, as well as for the Mahoosuc Range, which is to the south.









ranger

 
/ˈrānjər/






noun



1.
 
a keeper of a park, forest, or area of countryside.




2.
 
a member of a body of armed men, in particular




3.
 
a mounted soldier.




4.
 


(US)

 a commando or highly trained infantryman.




5.
 
a person or thing that wanders or ranges over a particular area or domain




•
 
rangers of the mountains.



















Ranger

 
/ˈrānjər/






a series of nine American moon probes launched between 1961 and 1965, the last three of which took many photographs before crashing into the moon.










Rangoon

 
/ranˈɡo͞on/






the former capital of Burma (Myanmar), a port in the Irrawaddy delta; pop. 4,088,000 (est. 2007). For centuries a Buddhist religious center, it is the site of the Shwe Dagon Pagoda, built over 2,500 years ago. The modern city was established in the mid 19th century and was the capital from 1886 until it was replaced by Naypyidaw in 2005.

Burmese name Yangon
 .









rangy

 
/ˈrānjē/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) tall and slim with long, slender limbs.




2.
 
(of land) having a large, open range




•
 
the rangy, hard, scruffy frontier.




















rani

 
/räˈnē ˈränē /

 
ranee





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a Hindu queen, either by marriage to a raja or in her own right.











– origin

 from Hindi 
rānī

 , Sanskrit 
rājñī

 , feminine of 
rājan

 ‘king.’






ranitidine

 
/rəˈnidəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with antihistamine properties, used to treat ulcers and related conditions.











– origin

 1970s: blend of furan
 and nitro-
 , + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





Ranjit Singh

 
/ˌranjət ˈsiNG/






(1780–1839), Indian maharaja; founder of the Sikh state of Punjab; known as the 
Lion of the Punjab

 . He proclaimed himself maharaja of Punjab in 1801 and went on to make it the most powerful state in India.










rank1


 
/raNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a position in the hierarchy of the armed forces




•
 
an army officer of fairly high rank




•
 
he was promoted to the rank of Captain.










2.
 
a position within the hierarchy of an organization or society




•
 
only two cabinet members had held ministerial rank before.










3.
 
high social position




•
 
persons of rank and breeding.










4.
 


[Statistics]

 a number specifying position in a numerically ordered series.




5.
 
a single line of soldiers or police officers drawn up abreast.




6.
 
(
the ranks

 )
 — common soldiers as opposed to officers




•
 
he was fined and 
reduced to the ranks

 .










7.
 
(
ranks

 )
 — the people belonging to or constituting a group or class




•
 
the ranks of the unemployed.










8.
 
a regular row or line of things or people




•
 
conifer plantations growing in serried ranks.










9.
 


[Chess]

 each of the eight rows of eight squares running from side to side across a chessboard.

Compare with file
 2
 .




10.
 


[Mathematics]

 the value or the order of the largest nonzero determinant of a given matrix.




11.
 
an analogous quantity in other kinds of groups.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone or something) a rank or place within a grading system




•
 
rank them in order of preference




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she is ranked number four in the world.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have a specified rank or place within a grading system




•
 
he ranks with Newman as one of the outstanding English theologians.










3.
 


(US)

 take precedence over (someone) in respect to rank; outrank




•
 
the Secretary of State ranks all the other members of the cabinet.










4.
 
arrange in a rank or ranks




•
 
the tents were ranked in orderly rows.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break rank (or ranks)





a.
 
(of soldiers or police officers) fail to remain in line.




b.
 
fail to maintain solidarity




•
 
the government is prepared to 
break ranks with

 the Allied states.















2.
 
close ranks





a.
 
(of soldiers or police officers) come closer together in a line.




b.
 
unite in order to defend common interests




•
 
the family had always closed ranks in times of crisis.















3.
 
keep rank






(of soldiers or police officers) remain in line.









4.
 
pull rank






take unfair advantage of one's seniority or privileged position.









5.
 
rise through (or from) the ranks





a.
 
(of a private or a noncommissioned officer) receive a commission.




b.
 
advance in an organization by one's own efforts




•
 
he rose through the ranks to become managing director.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ranc

 , of Germanic origin; related to ring
 1
 .





rank2


 
/raNGk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of vegetation) growing too thickly and coarsely.




2.
 
(especially of air or water) having a foul or offensive smell.




3.
 


‹informal›

 very unpleasant




•
 
the tea at work is nice but the coffee's pretty rank.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (especially of something bad or deficient) complete and utter (used for emphasis)




•
 
rank stupidity




•
 
rank amateurs




•
 
a rank outsider.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rankly

 
/ˈraNGklē /






adverb













2.
 
rankness

 
/ˈraNGknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
ranc

 ‘proud, rebellious, sturdy,’ also ‘fully grown,’ of Germanic origin. An early sense ‘luxuriant’ gave rise to ‘too luxuriant,’ whence the negative connotation of modern usage.





Rank, J. Arthur

 
/raNGk/






1st Baron (1888–1972), English industrialist and movie executive; full name 
Joseph Arthur Rank

 . In 1941, he founded the Rank Organization, a movie production and distribution company that acquired control of the leading British studios and movie theater chains in the 1940s and 1950s.









rank and file

 
/ˈˌraNGk ən ˈfīl/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ] (
the rank and file

 )


1.
 
the ordinary members of an organization as opposed to its leaders




•
 
the rank and file of the Labor party are dissatisfied




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
rank-and-file members.

















– origin

 referring to the “ranks” and “files” into which privates and noncommissioned officers form on parade.





rank correlation






noun






[Statistics]

 an assessment of the degree of correlation between two ways of assigning ranks to the members of a set.













ranker

 
/ˈraNGkər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a soldier in the ranks; a private.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a commissioned officer who has been promoted from the ranks.













ranking

 
/ˈraNGkiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a position in a scale of achievement or status; a classification




•
 
his number-one world ranking.










2.
 
the action or process of giving a specified rank or place within a grading system




•
 
the ranking of students.














II.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a specified rank in a hierarchy




•
 
high-ranking army officers.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 having a high rank




•
 
two ranking PLO figures.



















rankle

 
/ˈraNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a wound or sore) continue to be painful; fester.




2.
 
(of a comment, event, or fact) cause annoyance or resentment that persists




•
 
the casual manner of his dismissal still rankles.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — annoy or irritate (someone)




•
 
Lisa was rankled by his assertion.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rancler

 , from 
rancle

 , 
draoncle

 ‘festering sore,’ from an alteration of medieval Latin 
dracunculus

 , diminutive of 
draco

 ‘serpent.’





ransack

 
/ˈranˌsak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go hurriedly through (a place) stealing things and causing damage




•
 
burglars ransacked her home.










2.
 
search through (a place or receptacle) to find something, especially in such a way as to cause disorder and damage




•
 
Hollywood 
ransacks

 the New York stage 
for

 actors.














II.
 
derivatives





ransacker

 
/ˈranˌsakər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
rannsaka

 , from 
rann

 ‘house’ + a second element related to 
sœkja

 ‘seek.’






ransom

 
/ˈransəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money or other payment demanded or paid for the release of a prisoner.




2.
 
the holding or freeing of a prisoner in return for payment of ransom




•
 
the capture and ransom of the king.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain the release of (a prisoner) by making a payment demanded




•
 
the lord was captured in war and had to be ransomed.










2.
 
hold (a prisoner) and demand payment for their release




•
 
mercenaries burned the village and ransomed the inhabitants.










3.
 
release (a prisoner) after receiving payment.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hold someone/something at (or for) ransom





a.
 
hold someone prisoner and demand payment for their release.




b.
 
demand concessions from a person or organization by threatening damaging action.









2.
 
a king's ransom






a huge amount of money; a fortune.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ransoun

 (noun), 
ransouner

 (verb), from Latin 
redemptio(n-)

 ‘ransoming, releasing’ (see redemption
 ). Early use also occurred in theological contexts expressing ‘deliverance’ and ‘atonement.’





Ransom, John Crowe

 
/ˈransəm/






(1888–1974), US poet and critic. With 
The New Criticism

 (1941) he started a school of criticism that rejected the Victorian emphasis on literature as a moral force and advocated a close analysis of textual structure in isolation from the social background of the text.









ransomware

 
/ˈransəmˌwer/






noun




a type of malicious software designed to block access to a computer system until a sum of money is paid




•
 
although ransomware is usually aimed at individuals, it's only a matter of time before business is targeted as well.



















rant

 
/rant/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or shout at length in a wild, impassioned way




•
 
she was still 
ranting on

 about the unfairness of it all.














II.
 
noun




a spell of ranting; a tirade




•
 
his rants against organized religion.














III.
 
phrases





rant and rave






shout and complain angrily and at length.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ranter

 
/ˈran(t)ər /






noun













2.
 
rantingly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘behave in a boisterous way’): from Dutch 
ranten

 ‘talk nonsense, rave.’





ranunculaceous

 
/rəˌnəNGkyəˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the buttercup family (
Ranunculaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ranunculaceae

 (plural), based on Latin 
ranunculus

 ‘little frog,’ + -ous
 .





ranunculus

 
/rəˈnəNGkyələs/





I.
 
noun




a temperate plant of a genus that includes the buttercups and water crowfoots, typically having yellow or white bowl-shaped flowers and lobed or toothed leaves.

[Genus 
Ranunculus

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : many species, including several garden ornamentals.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘little frog,’ diminutive of 
rana

 .






rap1


 
/rap/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike (a hard surface) with a series of rapid audible blows, especially in order to attract attention




•
 
he stood up and rapped the table




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
rapped

 angrily 
on

 the window.










2.
 
strike (something) against a hard surface with rapid audible blows




•
 
she rapped her stick on the floor.










3.
 
strike (someone or something) sharply with stick or similar implement




•
 
she rapped my fingers with a ruler.










4.
 


‹informal›

 rebuke or criticize sharply




•
 
executives rapped the U.S. for having too little competition in international phone service.










5.
 
say sharply or suddenly




•
 
the ambassador 
rapped out

 an order.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 talk or chat in an easy and familiar manner




•
 
we could be here all night rapping about the finer points of spiritualism.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform rap music.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quick, sharp knock or blow




•
 
there was a confident rap at the door.










2.
 
a type of popular music of US black origin in which words are recited rapidly and rhythmically over a prerecorded, typically electronic instrumental backing.




3.
 
a piece of music performed in rap style, or the words themselves.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a talk or discussion, especially a lengthy or impromptu one




•
 
dropping in after work for a rap over a beer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a rap session.










5.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a criminal charge, especially of a specified kind




•
 
he's just been acquitted on a murder rap.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing's reputation, typically a bad one




•
 
there's no reason why drag queens should get a bad rap.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat the rap








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 escape punishment for or be acquitted of a crime.









2.
 
a rap on the knuckles






a reprimand.









3.
 
rap someone on the knuckles






rebuke or criticize someone.









4.
 
take the rap








‹informal›

 be punished or blamed, especially for something that is not one's fault or for which others are equally responsible.















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the senses ‘severe blow with a weapon’ and ‘deliver a heavy blow’): probably imitative and of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish 
rappa

 ‘beat, drub,’ also with clap
 1
 and flap
 .





rap2


 
/rap/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 , with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
the smallest amount (used to add emphasis to a statement)




•
 
he doesn't care a rap whether it's true or not.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Irish 
ropaire

 ‘robber’; used as the name of a counterfeit coin in 18th-cent. Ireland.





rapacious

 
/rəˈpāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




aggressively greedy or grasping




•
 
rapacious landlords.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rapaciously

 
/rəˈpāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
rapaciousness

 
/rəˈpāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
rapax

 , 
rapac-

 (from 
rapere

 ‘to snatch’) + -ious
 .





rapacity

 
/rəˈpasədē/






noun




aggressive greed




•
 
the rapacity of landowners seeking greater profit from their property.



















rape1


 
/rāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the crime, typically committed by a man, of forcing another person to have sexual intercourse with the offender against their will




•
 
he denied two charges of attempted rape




•
 
he had committed at least two rapes.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the abduction of a woman, especially for the purpose of having sexual intercourse with her




•
 
the Rape of the Sabine Women.










3.
 
the wanton destruction or spoiling of a place or area




•
 
the rape of the Russian countryside.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a man) force (another person) to have sexual intercourse with the offender against their will




•
 
the woman was raped at knifepoint.










2.
 
spoil or destroy (a place)




•
 
the timber industry is raping the land.














III.
 
derivatives





raper






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting violent seizure of property, later carrying off a woman by force): from Anglo-Norman French 
rap

 (noun), 
raper

 (verb), from Latin 
rapere

 ‘seize.’






rape2


 
/rāp/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the cabbage family with bright yellow, heavily scented flowers, especially a variety (
oilseed rape

 ) grown for its oil-rich seed and as stockfeed.

Also called cole
 , colza
 . [Genus 
Brassica

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 , in particular 
B. napus

 subsp. 
oleifera

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting the turnip plant): from Latin 
rapum

 , 
rapa

 ‘turnip.’





rape3


 
/rāp/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
rapes

 )


1.
 
the stalks and skins of grapes left after winemaking, used in making vinegar.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
rape wine

 ): from French 
râpe

 , medieval Latin 
raspa

 ‘bunch of grapes.’





rape4


 
/rāp/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in the UK) any of the six ancient divisions of Sussex.











– origin

 Old English, variant of rope
 , with reference to the fencing-off of land.





rapeseed

 
/ˈrāpˌsēd/






noun




seeds of the rape plant, used chiefly for oil.

See rape
 2
 .













rapeseed oil

 
/rāp oil /

 
rape oil






noun




an oil obtained from rapeseed, used as a lubricant, in alternative fuels, and in foodstuffs.













Raphael1


 
/ˈrafēəl ˌräfīˈel/






(in the Bible) one of the seven archangels in the apocryphal Book of Enoch. He is said to have “healed” the earth when it was defiled by the sins of the fallen angels.









Raphael2


 
/ˈrafēəl ˌräfīˈel/






(1483–1520), Italian painter and architect; Italian name 
Raffaello Sanzio

 . Regarded as one of the greatest artists of the Renaissance, he is particularly noted for his madonnas, including his altarpiece the 
Sistine Madonna

 (
c.

 1513). As an architect, he was put in charge of the work on St. Peter's Basilica in Rome in 1514.









raphe

 
/ˈrāfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a groove, ridge, or seam in an organ or tissue, typically marking the line where two halves fused in the embryo, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 the connecting ridge between the two halves of the medulla oblongata or the tegmentum of the midbrain.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 
[Botany]

 a longitudinal ridge on the side of certain ovules or seeds.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 
[Botany]

 a longitudinal groove in the valve of many diatoms.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
rhaphē

 ‘seam.’





raphide

 
/ˈrāfīd/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a needle-shaped crystal of calcium oxalate occurring in clusters within the tissues of certain plants.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French from Greek 
rhaphis

 , 
rhaphid-

 ‘needle.’





rapid

 
/ˈrapəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening in a short time or at a fast pace




•
 
the country's rapid economic decline




•
 
he was disposing of wives in rapid succession.










2.
 
(of movement or activity) characterized by great speed




•
 
his breathing was rapid and jerky.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
rapids

 )


1.
 
a fast-flowing and turbulent part of the course of a river.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rapidly

 
/ˈrapədlē /






adverb













2.
 
rapidness

 
/ˈrapədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
rapidus

 , from 
rapere

 ‘take by force.’





Rapid City






a city in southwestern South Dakota, the commercial center for Black Hills and Mount Rushmore tourism; pop. 65,491 (est. 2008).









rapid eye movement

 
/ˈrapəd ī ˈmo͞ovmənt/






noun




a jerky motion of a person's eyes occurring in REM sleep.













rapid-fire

 
/ˈrapəd ˈˌfī(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of something said in dialogue or done in a sequence) unhesitating and rapid




•
 
a rapid-fire exchange of questions and answers.










2.
 
(of a gun) able to fire shots in rapid succession.













rapidity

 
/rəˈpidədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of moving or reacting with great speed




•
 
the fish sink into the sand with such rapidity that it must be seen to be believed.










2.
 
the fact of happening at a great rate; swiftness




•
 
technology spreads with extraordinary rapidity.



















rapid transit

 
/ˈˌrapəd ˈtranzət/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a form of high-speed urban passenger transportation such as a subway or elevated railroad system.













rapier

 
/ˈrāpēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin, light, sharp-pointed sword used for thrusting.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (especially of speech or intelligence) quick and incisive




•
 
rapier wit.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
rapière

 , from 
râpe

 ‘rasp, grater’ (because the perforated hilt resembles a rasp or grater).





rapierlike

 
/ˈrāpēərˌlīk/






adjective




(especially of speech or intelligence) very quick and incisive




•
 
rapierlike wit.




















rapine

 
/ˈrapən ˈrapīn/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the violent seizure of someone's property.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
rapina

 , from 
rapere

 ‘seize.’






rapini

 
/rəˈpēnē/





I.
 
noun




another term for broccoli rabe
 .











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
rapa

 ‘turnip.’





rapist

 
/ˈrāpəst/






noun




a person, typically a man, who commits rape.













Rappahannock River

 
/ˌrapəˌhanək ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 210 miles (340 km) across eastern Virginia into the Tidewater region.









rapparee

 
/ˌrapəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




a bandit or irregular soldier in Ireland in the 17th century.











– origin

 from Irish 
rapaire

 ‘short pike.’





rappee

 
/raˈpē/





I.
 
noun




a type of coarse snuff.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
(tabac) râpé

 ‘rasped (tobacco).’






rappel

 
/rəˈpel/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
descend a rock face or other near-vertical surface by using a doubled rope coiled around the body and fixed at a higher point




•
 
they had to rappel down a long steep ice face.














II.
 
noun




a descent made by rappelling




•
 
they were careful in setting up the rappel.

















– origin

 1930s: from French, literally ‘a recalling,’ from 
rappeler

 in the sense ‘bring back to oneself’ (with reference to the rope maneuver).





rappen

 
/ˈrapən/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit in the German-speaking cantons of Switzerland and in Liechtenstein, equal to one hundredth of the Swiss franc.











– origin

 from German 
Rappe

 ‘raven,’ with reference to the depiction of the head of a raven on a medieval coin.





rapper

 
/ˈrapər/






noun




a person who performs rap music.














rapport

 
/raˈpôr rəˈpôr/





I.
 
noun




a close and harmonious relationship in which the people or groups concerned understand each other's feelings or ideas and communicate well




•
 
she was able to establish a good rapport with the children




•
 
there was little rapport between them.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, from 
rapporter

 ‘bring back.’





rapporteur

 
/ˌraˌpôrˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a person appointed by an organization to report on the proceedings of its meetings




•
 
the UN rapporteur.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
rapporter

 ‘bring back.’





rapprochement

 
/ˌrapˌrōSHˈmän ˌrapˌrôSHˈmän/





I.
 
noun




(especially in international relations) an establishment or resumption of harmonious relations




•
 
there were signs of a growing rapprochement between the two countries.

















– origin

 French, from 
rapprocher

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
approcher

 ‘to approach.’





rapscallion

 
/rapˈskalyən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a mischievous person.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of earlier 
rascallion

 , perhaps from rascal
 .





rap sheet

 
/rap SHēt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a criminal record.














rapt

 
/rapt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
completely fascinated by what one is seeing or hearing




•
 
Andrew looked at her, rapt.










2.
 
indicating or characterized by a state of fascination




•
 
they listened with rapt attention.










3.
 
filled with an intense and pleasurable emotion; enraptured




•
 
she shut her eyes and seemed rapt with desire.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 having been carried away bodily or transported to heaven




•
 
he was rapt on high.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
raptly

 
/ˈrap(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
raptness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘transported by religious feeling’): from Latin 
raptus

 ‘seized,’ past participle of 
rapere

 .






raptor

 
/ˈraptər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bird of prey, e.g., an eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a dromaeosaurid dinosaur, especially velociraptor or utahraptor.

[from velociraptor
 , a shortened form used originally by paleontologists, popularized by the film 
Jurassic Park

 (1993).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘plunderer,’ from 
rapt-

 ‘seized,’ from the verb 
rapere

 .





raptorial

 
/rapˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 (of a bird or other animal) predatory.




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 (of a limb or other organ) adapted for seizing prey.








II.
 
derivatives





raptorially






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
raptor

 ‘plunderer’ + -ial
 .





rapture

 
/ˈrapCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of intense pleasure or joy




•
 
Leonora listened with rapture.










2.
 
(
raptures

 )
 — expressions of intense pleasure or enthusiasm about something




•
 
the tabloids 
went into raptures about

 her.










3.
 
(
the Rapture

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (according to some millenarian teaching) the transporting of believers to heaven at the Second Coming of Christ.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be raptured

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (according to some millenarian teaching) transport (a believer) from earth to heaven at the Second Coming of Christ.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘seizing and carrying off’): from obsolete French, or from medieval Latin 
raptura

 ‘seizing,’ partly influenced by rapt
 .





rapture of the deep






noun




informal term for nitrogen narcosis
 .













rapturous

 
/ˈrap(t)SHərəs/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by, feeling, or expressing great pleasure or enthusiasm




•
 
he was greeted with rapturous applause.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rapturously

 
/ˈrap(t)SH(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
rapturousness






noun





















rara avis

 
/ˌre(ə)rə ˈāvis, ˌrärə ˈäwis/





I.
 
noun




another term for rare bird
 .











– origin

 Latin.






rare1


 
/rer/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an event, situation, or condition) not occurring very often




•
 
a rare genetic disorder




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it's rare to meet someone who's content with their life.










2.
 
(of a thing) not found in large numbers and consequently of interest or value




•
 
the jellyfish tree, one of the rarest plants on earth.










3.
 
unusually good or remarkable




•
 
he plays with rare strength and sensitivity.














II.
 
derivatives





rareness

 
/ˈrernəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘widely spaced, infrequent’): from Latin 
rarus

 .





rare2


 
/rer/





I.
 
adjective




(of meat, especially beef) lightly cooked, so that the inside is still red.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: variant of obsolete 
rear

 ‘half-cooked’ (used to refer to soft-boiled eggs, from the mid 17th to mid 19th centuries).






rare bird





I.
 
noun




an exceptional person or thing; a rarity




•
 
Irish tenors such as he are rare birds.

















– origin

 translating Latin 
rara avis

 (Juvenal's 
Satires

 , vi.165).






rarebit

 
/ˈrerbit /

 
Welsh rarebit





I.
 
noun




a dish of melted and seasoned cheese on toast, sometimes with other ingredients.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of 
rabbit

 in 
Welsh rabbit

 .





rare breed






noun



1.
 
a breed of livestock or poultry that is not associated with large-scale commercial farming, typically one that has traditionally been reared in a particular region




•
 
he rears various rare breeds including Gloucester Old Spot pigs




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
rare breed cattle.










2.
 
a person or thing with characteristics that are uncommon among their kind; a rarity




•
 
she's one of the rare breed of Hollywood stars who tread the fine line between commercial glory and art house credibility.




















rare earth

 
rare earth element
 , rare earth metal






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of chemically similar metallic elements comprising the lanthanide series and (usually) scandium and yttrium. They are not especially rare, but they tend to occur together in nature and are difficult to separate from one another.













raree-show

 
/ˈrerēˌSHō/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a form of entertainment, especially one carried in a box, such as a peep show.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently representing 
rare show

 , as pronounced by Savoyard showmen in Britain.





rarefaction

 
/ˌrerəˈfakSH(ə)n /

 
rarifaction





I.
 
noun



1.
 
diminution in the density of something, especially air or a gas.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the lessening of density of tissue, especially of nervous tissue or bone.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
rarefactio(n-)

 , from the verb 
rarefacere

 ‘grow thin, become rare.’





rarefied

 
/ˈrerəˌfīd /

 
rarified






adjective



1.
 
(of air, especially that at high altitudes) of lower pressure than usual; thin.




2.
 
distant from the lives and concerns of ordinary people




•
 
debates about the nature of knowledge can seem very rarefied.



















rare gas






noun




another term for noble gas
 .













rarely

 
/ˈrerlē/






adverb



1.
 
not often; seldom




•
 
I rarely drive above 60 mph.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 unusually or remarkably well




•
 
you can write rarely now, after all your schooling.










3.
 
to an unusual degree; exceptionally


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the rarely fine Sheraton bookcase.



















raring

 
/ˈreriNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 very enthusiastic and eager to do something




•
 
she was raring to get back to her work




•
 
I'll be ready and 
raring to go

 .

















– origin

 1920s: present participle of 
rare

 , dialect variant of roar
 or rear
 2
 .





Raritan River

 
/ˌraritn ˈrivər/






a short river in central New Jersey that flows past New Brunswick and Perth Amboy into Raritan Bay, which is an arm of New York Bay and the Atlantic Ocean.









rarity

 
/ˈrerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being rare




•
 
the rarity of the condition.










2.
 
a thing that is rare, especially one having particular value as a result of this




•
 
to take the morning off was a rarity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
raritas

 , from 
rarus

 ‘far apart, infrequently found’ (see rare
 1
 ).





Rarotonga

 
/ˌrarəˈtäNGɡə/





I.
 
a mountainous island in the South Pacific Ocean, the chief island of the Cook Islands. Its chief town, Avarua, is the capital of the islands.




II.
 
derivatives





Rarotongan






noun, adjective





















Ras

 
/räs/





I.
 
noun




an Ethiopian king, prince, or feudal lord.











– origin

 from Amharic 
rās

 ‘head.’





rasa

 
/ˈräsə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 essence, flavor, or sentiment, in particular the characteristic quality of music, literature, and drama.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘juice.’





Ras al-Khaimah

 
/ˌräs alˈkīmə/





I.
 
one of the seven member states of the United Arab Emirates; pop. 171,900 (est. 2009). It joined the United Arab Emirates in 1972, after the British withdrew from the Persian Gulf.




II.
 
the capital of Ras al-Khaimah, a port on the Persian Gulf; pop. 107,900 (est. 2009).









rasam

 
/ˈrəsəm/





I.
 
noun




a thin, very spicy southern Indian soup served alone or combined with other foods, such as rice, as a side dish.











– origin

 Tamil.






rascal

 
/ˈrask(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a mischievous or cheeky person, especially a child or man (typically used in an affectionate way).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rascality

 
/rasˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
rascally

 
/ˈrask(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘a mob’ and ‘member of the rabble’): from Old French 
rascaille

 ‘rabble,’ of uncertain origin.





rascasse

 
/rasˈkas/





I.
 
noun




a small scorpionfish with brick-red skin and spiny fins, found chiefly in the Mediterranean and used as an ingredient of bouillabaisse.

[
Scorpaena scrofa

 , family 
Scorpaenidae

 .]











– origin

 1920s: from French.






rash1


 
/raSH/





I.
 
adjective




displaying or proceeding from a lack of careful consideration of the possible consequences of an action




•
 
it would be extremely rash to make such an assumption




•
 
a rash decision.














II.
 
derivatives





rashness

 
/ˈraSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in Scots and northern English in the sense ‘nimble, eager’); related to German 
rasch

 .





rash2


 
/raSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of reddening of a person's skin, sometimes with raised spots, appearing especially as a result of allergy or illness.




2.
 
a series of things of the same type, especially when unpleasant or undesirable, occurring or appearing one after the other within a short space of time




•
 
a rash of auto accidents.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably related to Old French 
rasche

 ‘eruptive sores, scurf’; compare with Italian 
raschia

 ‘itch.’





rasher

 
/ˈraSHər/





I.
 
noun




a thin slice of bacon.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





rash guard






noun




a close-fitting top for swimming or surfing, worn under a wetsuit, over swimwear, or with a pair of bikini bottoms or trunks




•
 
she throws on a rash guard but she never actually surfs.



















rashly

 
/ˈraSHlē/






adverb




without careful consideration of the possible consequences; impetuously




•
 
he rashly promised crime would fall sharply by September




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
rashly, Theresa accepts a second date with Tony.



















rasp

 
/rasp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a harsh, grating noise




•
 
the rasp of the engine.










2.
 
a coarse file or similar metal tool with a roughened surface for scraping, filing, or rubbing down objects of metal, wood, or other hard material.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a harsh, grating noise




•
 
my breath rasped in my throat.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say in a harsh, grating voice




•
 
“Stay where you are!” he rasped.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — scrape (something) with a rasp in order to make it smoother.




4.
 
(of a rough surface or object) scrape (something, especially someone's skin) in a painful or unpleasant way.




5.
 
(
rasp something away/off

 )
 — remove something by scraping it off.








III.
 
derivatives





rasper

 
/ˈraspər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
rasper

 , perhaps of Germanic origin.






raspberry

 
/ˈrazˌberē ˈrazˌb(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible soft fruit related to the blackberry, consisting of a cluster of reddish-pink drupelets.




2.
 
the plant that yields the raspberry, forming tall, stiff, prickly stems (canes).

[
Rubus idaeus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 ; cultivars include the loganberry.]




3.
 
a deep reddish-pink color like that of a ripe raspberry


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a raspberry tweed jacket.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a sound made with the tongue and lips in order to express derision or contempt




•
 
Clare 
blew a raspberry

 and stood up.







[from 
raspberry tart

 , rhyming slang for ‘fart.’]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from dialect 
rasp

 , abbreviation of obsolete 
raspis

 ‘raspberry’ (also used as a collective), of unknown origin, + berry
 .





rasping

 
/ˈraspiNG/





I.
 
adjective




harsh-sounding and unpleasant; grating




•
 
his cracked, rasping voice narrates the story.














II.
 
derivatives





raspingly






adverb





















Rasputin, Grigori

 
/rasˈpyo͞otn/






(1871–1916), Russian monk; full name 
Grigori Efimovich Rasputin

 . He exerted great influence over Tsar Nicholas II and his family during World War I; this influence, combined with his reputation for debauchery, steadily discredited the imperial family, and he was assassinated by a group loyal to the tsar.









raspy

 
/ˈraspē/






adjective




hoarse or harsh-sounding




•
 
his voice was raspy from days of non-stop campaigning




•
 
a persistent raspy cough.



















rassle

 
/ˈrasəl/





I.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 nonstandard spelling of wrestle
 , representing a variant pronunciation.








II.
 
derivatives





rassler

 
/ˈras(ə)lər /






noun





















Rasta

 
/ˈrastə/






noun, adjective






‹informal›

 short for Rastafarian
 .













Rastafari

 
/ˌrastəˈfe(ə)rē, -ˈfärē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the Rastafarian movement.











– origin

 from 
Ras Tafari

 , the name by which Haile Selassie was known (1916–30).






Rastafarian

 
/ˌrastəˈferēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a religious movement of Jamaican origin holding that blacks are the chosen people, that Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia was the Messiah, and that black people will eventually return to their Africa.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Rastafarian religious movement. Rastafarians have distinctive codes of behavior and dress, including the wearing of dreadlocks, the smoking of cannabis, the rejection of Western medicine, and adherence to a diet that excludes pork, shellfish, and milk.








III.
 
derivatives





Rastafarianism






noun





















Rastaman

 
/ˈrastəˌman/






noun






‹informal›

 a male Rastafarian.













raster

 
/ˈrastər/





I.
 
noun




a rectangular pattern of parallel scanning lines followed by the electron beam on a television screen or computer monitor.











– origin

 1930s: from German 
Raster

 , literally ‘screen,’ from Latin 
rastrum

 ‘rake,’ from 
ras-

 ‘scraped,’ from the verb 
radere

 .





raster image processor

 
RIP






noun






[Computing]

 a device that rasterizes an image.













rasterize

 
/ˈrastəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 convert (an image stored as an outline) into pixels that can be displayed on a screen or printed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rasterization

 
/ˌrastərəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
rasterizer






noun






















Rastyapino

 
/rästˈyäpiˌnō/






former name (1919–29) of Dzerzhinsk
 .









rat

 
/rat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rodent that resembles a large mouse, typically having a pointed snout and a long, sparsely haired tail. Some kinds have become cosmopolitan and are sometimes responsible for transmitting diseases.

[Family 
Muridae

 : many genera, including 
Rattus

 (the Old World rats), and several hundred species.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded as despicable, especially a man who has been deceitful or disloyal.




3.
 
an informer.




4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is associated with or frequents a specified place




•
 
you and the rest of the tavern rats will have to find a new hangout




•
 
LA mall rats.










5.
 


(US)

 a pad used to give shape or fullness to a woman's hair.








II.
 
exclamation

 — (
rats

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 used to express mild annoyance or irritation.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
ratting

 )
 — (of a person, dog, or cat) hunt or kill rats.




2.
 


‹informal›

 desert one's party, side, or cause.




3.
 


(US)

 give (hair) shape or fullness with a rat.








IV.
 
phrasal verbs





rat on (also rat out)





a.
 


‹informal›

 inform on (someone) to a person in a position of authority




•
 
I never thought Stash would rat on me




•
 
men will literally choose death over ratting out another prisoner.










b.
 
break (an agreement or promise)




•
 
he accused the government of ratting on an earlier pledge.





















– origin

 Old English 
ræt

 , probably of Romance origin; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
rat

 . The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





ratable

 
/ˈrādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be rated or estimated.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ratability

 
/ˌrādəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
ratably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















ratafia

 
/ˌradəˈfēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a liqueur flavored with almonds or the kernels of peaches, apricots, or cherries.




2.
 
(also 
ratafia biscuit

 )
 — an almond-flavored cookie like a small macaroon.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French; perhaps related to tafia
 .





ratamacue

 
/ˈradəməˌkyo͞o/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 one of the basic patterns (rudiments) of drumming, consisting of a two-beat figure, the first beat of which is played as a triplet and preceded by two grace notes.











– origin

 1940s: imitative.





Ratana, Tahupotiki Wiremu

 
/räˈtänə/






(1873–1939), Maori political and religious leader. He founded the Ratana Church 1920, a religious revival movement that aimed to unite all Maori people.









rataplan

 
/ˈrädəˌplan/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a drumming or beating sound.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, of imitative origin.






rat-a-tat

 
/ˌradəˈtat ˈradəˌtat /

 
rat-a-tat-tat
 , rat-tat
 , rat-tat-tat





I.
 
noun




a rapping sound (used especially in reference to a sequence of two or three knocks on a door or the sound of gunfire).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: imitative.





ratatouille

 
/ˌradəˈto͞oē/





I.
 
noun




a vegetable dish consisting of onions, zucchini, tomatoes, eggplant, and peppers, fried and stewed in oil and sometimes served cold.











– origin

 a French dialect word.





rat-bite fever






noun






[Medicine]

 a disease contracted from the bite of a rat that causes inflammation of the skin and fever or vomiting.

[This disease can be caused by either of two bacteria, 
Spirillum minus

 or 
Streptobacillus moniliformis

 .]













ratchet

 
/ˈraCHət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device consisting of a bar or wheel with a set of angled teeth in which a pawl, cog, or tooth engages, allowing motion in one direction only.




2.
 
a bar or wheel that forms part of a ratchet.




3.
 
a situation or process that is perceived to be deteriorating or changing steadily in a series of irreversible steps




•
 
a one-way ratchet of expanding entitlements.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
operate by means of a ratchet.




2.
 
(
ratchet something up/down

 )
 — cause something to rise (or fall) as a step in what is perceived as a steady and irreversible process




•
 
the Bank of Japan ratcheted up interest rates again.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
rochet

 , originally denoting a blunt lance head, later in the sense ‘bobbin, ratchet’; related to the base of archaic 
rock

 ‘quantity of wool on a distaff for spinning.’






rate1


 
/rāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a measure, quantity, or frequency, typically one measured against some other quantity or measure




•
 
the crime rate rose by 26 percent.










2.
 
the speed with which something moves, happens, or changes




•
 
your heart rate.










3.
 
a fixed price paid or charged for something, especially goods or services




•
 
the basic rate of pay




•
 
advertising rates.










4.
 
the amount of a charge or payment expressed as a percentage of some other amount, or as a basis of calculation




•
 
you'll find our current interest rate very competitive.










5.
 
(usu. 
rates

 )
 — (in the UK) a tax on land and buildings paid to the local authority by a business, and formerly also by occupants of private property.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assign a standard or value to (something) according to a particular scale




•
 
they were asked to rate their ability at different driving maneuvers




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the hotel, rated four star, had no hot water and no sink plugs.










2.
 
assign a standard, optimal, or limiting rating to (a piece of equipment)




•
 
its fuel economy is 
rated at

 25 miles a gallon in the city.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 assess the value of (a property) for the purpose of levying a local tax.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — consider to be of a certain quality, standard, or rank




•
 
he rates the company's stock a “buy.”




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the program has been rated a great success.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be regarded in a specified way




•
 
Jeff still rates as one of the nicest people I have ever met.










6.
 
be worthy of; merit




•
 
the ambassador rated a bulletproof car and a police escort.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at any rate





a.
 
whatever happens or may have happened




•
 
for the moment, at any rate, he was safe.










b.
 
used to indicate that one is correcting or clarifying a previous statement or emphasizing a following one




•
 
the story, or at any rate, a public version of it, was known and remembered.















2.
 
at this (or that) rate






used to introduce the prediction of a particular unwelcome eventuality should things continue as they are or if a certain assumption is true




•
 
at this rate, I won't have a job to go back to.





















– origin

 late Middle English (expressing a notion of ‘estimated value’): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
rata

 (from Latin 
pro rata parte

 (or 
portione

 ) ‘according to the proportional share’), from 
ratus

 ‘reckoned,’ past participle of 
reri

 .






rate2


 
/rāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 scold (someone) angrily




•
 
he rated the young man soundly for his want of respect.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





rate constant






noun






[Chemistry]

 a coefficient of proportionality relating the rate of a chemical reaction at a given temperature to the concentration of reactant (in a unimolecular reaction) or to the product of the concentrations of reactants.














ratel

 
/ˈrādl ˈrädl/





I.
 
noun




a badgerlike mammal with a white or gray back and black underparts, native to Africa and Asia.

Also called honey badger
 . [
Mellivora capensis

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, of unknown ultimate origin.





ratepayer

 
/ˈrātˌpāər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a customer of a public utility.




2.
 
(in the UK) a person required to pay local property taxes.














ratfish

 
/ˈratˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a blunt-nosed chimaera with rodentlike front teeth and a long thin tail, found chiefly in cooler waters.

See also rabbitfish
 . [Genera 
Chimaera

 and 
Hydrolagus

 , family 
Chimaeridae

 : several species, including 
H. colliei

 of the eastern North Pacific.]




2.
 
another term for rabbitfish
 .













Rathaus

 
/ˈräthous/





I.
 
noun




a town hall in a German-speaking country.











– origin

 German, from 
Rat

 ‘council’ + 
Haus

 ‘house.’






rathe

 
/rāT͟H, raTH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (of a person or their actions) prompt and eager.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (of flowers or fruit) blooming or ripening early in the year.











– origin

 Old English 
hræth

 , 
hræd

 , of Germanic origin; perhaps related to the base of rash
 1
 .






rather

 
/ˈraT͟Hər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
(
would rather

 )
 — used to indicate one's preference in a particular matter




•
 
would you like some wine, or would you rather stick to sherry?




•
 
she'd 
rather

 die 
than

 cause a scene




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I'd rather you not tell him




•
 
“You'd better ask her.” “I'd rather not.”










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a certain or significant extent or degree




•
 
she's been behaving rather strangely




•
 
he's rather an unpleasant man.










3.
 
used before verbs as a way of making the expression of a feeling or opinion less assertive




•
 
I rather think he wants me to marry him




•
 
we were rather hoping you might do that for us.










4.
 
used to precede an idea that is different or opposite to a previous statement


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
There is no shortage of basic skills in the workplace. Rather, the problem is poor management.










5.
 
more precisely (used to modify or clarify something previously stated)




•
 
I walked, 
or rather

 limped, the two miles home.










6.
 
instead of; as opposed to




•
 
she seemed indifferent 
rather than

 angry.














II.
 
exclamation






‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used to express emphatic affirmation, agreement, or acceptance




•
 
“You are glad to be home, aren't you?” “Rather!”














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
had rather






would rather




•
 
I had rather not see him.















2.
 
rather you (or him or her, etc.) than me






used to convey that one would be reluctant oneself to undertake a particular task or project undertaken by someone else




•
 
“I'm picking him up after lunch.” “Rather you than me.”





















– origin

 Old English 
hrathor

 ‘earlier, sooner,’ comparative of 
hræthe

 ‘without delay,’ from 
hræth

 ‘prompt’ (see rathe
 ).





Rather, Dan

 
/ˈraT͟Hər/






(1931–), US journalist; full name 
Daniel Irvin Rather, Jr.

 He was the anchor of the 
CBS Evening News

 1981–2005 and the host of 
48 Hours

 1988–2002. He wrote 
The Camera Never Blinks

 (1977) and 
Deadlines and Datelines

 (1999).









rathole

 
/ˈratˌhōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a cramped or squalid room or building.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to refer to the waste of money or resources




•
 
pouring our assets 
down the rathole

 of military expenditure.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 hide (money or goods), typically as part of a fraud or deception.













rathskeller

 
/ˈrätˌskelər ˈratˌskelər ˈräTHˌskelər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a beer hall or restaurant in a basement.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from obsolete German (now 
Ratskeller

 ), from 
Rathaus

 ‘town hall’ + 
Keller

 ‘cellar,’ denoting the place where beer and wine were sold.





ratification

 
/ˌradəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of signing or giving formal consent to a treaty, contract, or agreement, making it officially valid




•
 
ratification of the treaty raised problems in several member states.



















ratify

 
/ˈradəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sign or give formal consent to (a treaty, contract, or agreement), making it officially valid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ratifiable

 
/ˈratəˌfīəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
ratifier

 
/ˈradəˌfīr /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ratifier

 , from medieval Latin 
ratificare

 , from Latin 
ratus

 ‘fixed’ (see rate
 1
 ).





rating1


 
/ˈrādiNG/






noun



1.
 
a classification or ranking of someone or something based on a comparative assessment of their quality, standard, or performance




•
 
the hotel regained its five-star rating.










2.
 
(
ratings

 )
 — the estimated audience size of a particular television or radio program




•
 
the soap's ratings have recently picked up.










3.
 
the value of a property or condition that is claimed to be standard, optimal, or limiting for a substance, material, or item of equipment




•
 
fuel with a low octane rating.










4.
 
any of the classes into which racing yachts are assigned according to dimensions.













rating2


 
/ˈrādiNG/






noun






‹dated›

 an angry reprimand.














ratio

 
/ˈrāSHēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quantitative relation between two amounts showing the number of times one value contains or is contained within the other




•
 
the ratio of men's jobs to women's is 8 to 1.










2.
 
the relative value of silver and gold in a bimetallic system of currency.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘reckoning,’ from 
rat-

 ‘reckoned,’ from the verb 
reri

 .





ratiocinate

 
/ˌrādēˈōsənāt ˌraSHēˈōsəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 form judgments by a process of logic; reason.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ratiocination

 
/ˌraSHēˌōsnˈāSHən /






noun













2.
 
ratiocinative

 
/ˌraSHēˈōsnˌādiv /






adjective













3.
 
ratiocinator

 
/ˌraSHēˈōsnˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
ratiocinat-

 ‘deliberated, calculated,’ from the verb 
ratiocinari

 , from 
ratio

 (see ratio
 ).





ratio decidendi

 
/ˌrāSHēō ˌdesəˈdendī ˌrätēō ˌdesəˈdendē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the rule of law on which a judicial decision is based.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘reason for deciding.’





ration

 
/ˈraSH(ə)n ˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed amount of a commodity officially allowed to each person during a time of shortage, as in wartime




•
 
1918 saw the bread ration reduced on two occasions.










2.
 
(usu. 
rations

 )
 — an amount of food supplied on a regular basis, especially to members of the armed forces during a war.




3.
 
(
rations

 )
 — food; provisions




•
 
their emergency rations ran out.










4.
 
a fixed amount of a particular thing




•
 
their daily 
ration of

 fresh air.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be rationed

 )


1.
 
allow each person to have only a fixed amount of (a particular commodity)




•
 
shoes were rationed from 1943.










2.
 
(
ration someone to

 )
 — allow someone to have only (a fixed amount of a certain commodity)




•
 
they were requested to ration themselves to one glass of wine each.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
ratio(n-)

 ‘reckoning, ratio.’






rational

 
/ˈraSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on or in accordance with reason or logic




•
 
I'm sure there's a perfectly rational explanation.










2.
 
(of a person) able to think clearly, sensibly, and logically




•
 
Andrea's upset—she's not being very rational.










3.
 
endowed with the capacity to reason




•
 
man is a rational being.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number, quantity, or expression) expressible, or containing quantities that are expressible, as a ratio of whole numbers. When expressed as a decimal, a rational number has a finite or recurring expansion.








II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a rational number.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘having the ability to reason’): from Latin 
rationalis

 , from 
ratio(n-)

 ‘reckoning, reason’ (see ratio
 ).





rationale

 
/ˌraSHəˈnal/





I.
 
noun




a set of reasons or a logical basis for a course of action or a particular belief




•
 
he explained the rationale behind the change.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of Latin 
rationalis

 ‘endowed with reason’ (see rational
 ).






rational expectations hypothesis






noun






[Economics]

 the hypothesis that an economic agent will make full use of all available information when forming expectations, especially with regard to inflation, and not just past values of a particular variable.

Compare with adaptive expectations hypothesis
 .













rationalism

 
/ˈraSHənlˌizəm ˈraSHnəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
a belief or theory that opinions and actions should be based on reason and knowledge rather than on religious belief or emotional response




•
 
scientific rationalism.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that reason rather than experience is the foundation of certainty in knowledge.




3.
 


[Theology]

 the practice of treating reason as the ultimate authority in religion.













rationalist

 
/ˈraSH(ə)n(ə)ləst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who bases their opinions and actions on reason and knowledge rather than on religious belief or emotional response




•
 
the managers are rationalists who find it hard to understand why anyone should get worked up about the closure of their local hospital




•
 
a rationalist with a boyish enthusiasm for modern science.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes that reason rather than experience is the foundation of certainty in knowledge




•
 
like other rationalists, he valorizes the mind over the body.










3.
 


[Theology]

 a person who considers reason to be the ultimate authority in religion




•
 
the dispassionate sensibility of Protestant rationalists.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on reason and knowledge rather than on religious belief or emotional response




•
 
a rationalist approach to the supernatural.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to the theory that reason rather than experience is the foundation of certainty in knowledge




•
 
Harvard College had become a seat of rationalist philosophy.










3.
 


[Theology]

 relating to the practice of treating reason as the ultimate authority in religion




•
 
Toland's unrelentingly rationalist approach to theology went well beyond anything Locke advocated.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rationalistic

 
/ˌraSH(ə)n(ə)lˈistik /






adjective













2.
 
rationalistically

 
/ˌraSH(ə)n(ə)lˈistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















rationality

 
/ˌraSHəˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being based on or in accordance with reason or logic




•
 
like any phobia, rationality plays only a small role.










2.
 
the quality of being able to think sensibly or logically




•
 
Scott wanted to play the character with a bit more dignity and rationality.










3.
 
the quality of being endowed with the capacity to reason




•
 
we call rationality the distinction of man, when compared with other animals.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the property of a number, quantity, or expression of being expressible, or containing quantities which are expressible, as a ratio of whole numbers.













rationalization

 
/ˌraSH(ə)n(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌraSH(ə)n(ə)līˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of attempting to explain or justify behavior or an attitude with logical reasons, even if these are not appropriate




•
 
most people are prone to self-deceptive rationalization




•
 
they justify themselves with ingenious rationalizations.










2.
 
the action of reorganizing a process or system so as to make it more logical and consistent




•
 
the rationalization of accounting standards.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 the action of making a company, process, or industry more efficient, especially by dispensing with superfluous personnel or equipment




•
 
the London dockers struggle to preserve their jobs against ruthless rationalization.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of converting a function or expression to a rational form.













rationalize

 
/ˈraSHənlˌīz ˈraSHnəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to explain or justify (one's own or another's behavior or attitude) with logical, plausible reasons, even if these are not true or appropriate




•
 
she couldn't rationalize her urge to return to the cottage.










2.
 
reorganize (a process or system) so as to make it more logical and consistent




•
 
Parliament should seek to rationalize the country's court structure.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 make (a company, process, or industry) more efficient, especially by dispensing with superfluous personnel or equipment




•
 
his success was due primarily to his ability to rationalize production.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 convert (a function or expression) to a rational form.








II.
 
derivatives





rationalizer






noun





















rationally

 
/ˈra(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
by reasonable or logical means




•
 
the wealth generated by world markets has not been rationally or fairly distributed.










2.
 
in a sensible or logical manner




•
 
he was detached from the conflict and in a position to act rationally.



















Rat Islands






an island group in southwestern Alaska, part of the Aleutian Islands, that lie between the Near and Andreanof islands. Amchitka and Kiska islands are also included.










ratite

 
/ˈratīt /

 

‹Ornithology›






I.
 
adjective




(of a bird) having a flat breastbone without a keel, and so unable to fly.

Contrasted with carinate
 .








II.
 
noun




any of the mostly large, flightless birds with a ratite breastbone, i.e., the ostrich, rhea, emu, cassowary, and kiwi, together with the extinct moa and elephant bird.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
ratis

 ‘raft’ + -ite
 1
 .





rat kangaroo






noun




a small ratlike Australian marsupial with long hind limbs used for hopping.

[Family 
Potoroidae

 : several genera and species.]













ratlines

 
/ˈratlənz/





I.
 
plural noun




a series of small ropes fastened across a sailing ship's shrouds like the rungs of a ladder, used for climbing the rigging.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





ratoon

 
/rəˈto͞on/





I.
 
noun




a new shoot or sprout springing from the base of a crop plant, especially sugar cane, after cropping.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of sugar cane) produce ratoons.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut down (a plant) to cause it to produce ratoons.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from Spanish 
retoño

 ‘a sprout.’





ratoon crop






noun




a new crop (especially of rice, bananas, or sugar cane) that grows from the stubble of the crop already harvested.













Rat Pack






noun






‹informal›

 a group of five friends and co-performers prominent in the entertainment industries of Hollywood and Las Vegas in the 1950s and 1960s. The group (Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr., Joey Bishop, and Peter Lawford) made several movies together, including 
Ocean's Eleven

 (1960).













rat race

 
/ˈrat ˌrās/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a way of life in which people are caught up in a fiercely competitive struggle for wealth or power.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an exhausting, usually competitive routine.













ratsbane

 
/ˈratsˌbān/






noun






‹literary›

 rat poison.














rat snake






noun




a harmless constricting snake that feeds on rats and other small mammals.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Colubridae

 : genus 
Elaphe

 of America, in particular 
E. obsoleta

 , and genera 
Ptyas

 and 
Argyrogena

 of Asia (also called racer
 ), in particular 
P. mucosus

 .]














rat-tail

 
/ˈratˌtāl/






noun



1.
 
a fish with a long narrow tail, in particular




2.
 
another term for grenadier
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
another term for rabbitfish
 .













rat-tailed maggot






noun




the aquatic larva of the drone fly, with a taillike telescopic breathing tube that enables it to breathe air while submerged.













rattan

 
/rəˈtan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thin pliable stems of a palm, used to make furniture.




2.
 
a length of rattan used as a walking stick.




3.
 
the tropical Old World climbing palm that yields rattan, with long, spiny, jointed stems.

[Genus 
Calamus

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Malay 
rotan

 , probably from 
raut

 ‘pare, trim.’





rat-tat

 
/ˌrat ˈtat/






noun




variant of rat-a-tat
 .













ratter

 
/ˈradər/






noun




a dog or other animal that is used for hunting rats.













rat terrier






noun




a terrier of a small, short-haired breed originally used for hunting rats and other vermin.














rattle

 
/ˈradl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a rapid succession of short, sharp knocking sounds, typically as a result of shaking and striking repeatedly against a hard surface or object


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he rattled some change in his pocket




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
there was a sound of bottles rattling as he stacked the crates.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a vehicle or its driver or passengers) move or travel somewhere while making a rattle




•
 
trains rattled past at frequent intervals.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
rattle around in

 )
 — be in or occupy (an unnecessarily or undesirably spacious room or building).




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 cause (someone) to feel nervous, worried, or irritated




•
 
she turned quickly, rattled by his presence.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rapid succession of short, sharp, hard sounds




•
 
the rattle of teacups on the tray.










2.
 
a gurgling sound in the throat of a dying person.




3.
 
a thing used to make a rapid succession of short, sharp sounds, in particular




4.
 
a baby's toy consisting of a container filled with small pellets that makes a noise when shaken.




5.
 
the set of horny rings at the end of a rattlesnake's tail, shaken with a dry buzzing sound as a warning.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
rattle someone's cage








‹informal›

 make someone feel angry or annoyed.









2.
 
rattle sabers






threaten to take aggressive action.

See also saber-rattling
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
rattle something off






say, perform, or produce something quickly and effortlessly




•
 
he rattled off some instructions.















2.
 
rattle on/away






talk rapidly and at length, especially in an inane or boring way.












V.
 
derivatives





rattly

 
/ˈratl-ē, ˈratlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): related to Middle Dutch and Low German 
ratelen

 , of imitative origin.





rattler

 
/ˈratlər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a rattlesnake.













rattlesnake

 
/ˈradlˌsnāk/






noun




a heavy-bodied American pit viper with a series of horny rings on the tail that, when vibrated, produce a characteristic rattling sound as a warning.

[Genera 
Crotalus

 and 
Sistrurus

 , family 
Viperidae

 : several species.]













rattletrap

 
/ˈradlˌtrap/






noun






‹informal›

 an old or rickety vehicle.













rattling

 
/ˈradəliNG ˈratliNG/






adjective



1.
 
making a series of short, sharp knocking sounds




•
 
a rattling old bus.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 denoting something very good of its kind (used for emphasis)




•
 
a rattling good story.



















rattrap

 
/ˈratˌtrap/






noun



1.
 
a trap for catching rats.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a shabby, squalid, or ramshackle building or establishment.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an unpleasant or restricting situation that offers no prospect of improvement.













ratty

 
/ˈradē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling or characteristic of a rat




•
 
his ratty eyes glittered.










2.
 
(of a place) infested with rats.




3.
 


‹informal›

 shabby, untidy or in bad condition




•
 
a ratty old armchair.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) bad-tempered and irritable




•
 
I was ratty with the children.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rattily

 
/ˈratl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
rattiness






noun





















raucous

 
/ˈrôkəs/





I.
 
adjective




making or constituting a disturbingly harsh and loud noise




•
 
raucous youths.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
raucously

 
/ˈrôkəslē /






adverb













2.
 
raucousness

 
/ˈrôkəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
raucus

 ‘hoarse’ + -ous
 .





raunch

 
/rônCH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 energetic earthiness; vulgarity




•
 
the raunch of his first album.

















– origin

 1960s: back-formation from raunchy
 .






raunchy

 
/ˈrôn(t)SHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 earthy, vulgar, and often sexually explicit




•
 
a raunchy new novel.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 (especially of a person or place) slovenly; grubby




•
 
the restaurant's style is raunchy and the sanitation chancy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
raunchily

 
/ˈrôn(t)SHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
raunchiness

 
/ˈrôn(t)SHēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





Rauschenberg, Robert

 
/ˈrouSHənˌbərɡ/






(1925–2008), US artist. His series of “combine” paintings, such as 
Charlene

 (1954) and 
Rebus

 (1955), incorporate three-dimensional objects such as nails, rags, and bottles.










rauwolfia

 
/rouˈwo͝olfēə, rôˈwo͝ol- /

 
rauvolfia





I.
 
noun




a tropical shrub or small tree, some kinds of which are cultivated for the medicinal drugs that they yield.

[Genus 
Rauwolfia

 (or 
Rauvolfia

 ), family 
Apocynaceae

 : many species, in particular the Indian snakeroot (
R. serpentina

 ), from which the drug reserpine is obtained.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Leonhard 
Rauwolf

 (died 1596), German botanist.





rav

 
/räv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 a rabbi, especially one who holds a position of authority or who acts as a personal mentor.

[partly via Yiddish.]




2.
 
(
Rav

 )
 — 

[Judaism]

 (in orthodox Judaism) a title of respect and form of address preceding a personal name.











– origin

 from Hebrew and Aramaic 
raḇ

 ‘master.’





ravage

 
/ˈravij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause severe and extensive damage to




•
 
fears that a war could ravage their country.














II.
 
noun

 — (
ravages

 )


1.
 
the severely damaging or destructive effects of something




•
 
his face had withstood 
the ravages of time

 .










2.
 
acts of destruction




•
 
the ravages committed by man.














III.
 
derivatives





ravager






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
ravager

 , from earlier 
ravage

 , alteration of 
ravine

 ‘rush of water.’





ravaged

 
/ˈravijd/






adjective



1.
 
severely damaged; devastated




•
 
he hopes to visit his ravaged homeland.










2.
 
(of a person) disfigured by age or illness




•
 
the sad tales and ravaged faces of the cancer victims.



















rave1


 
/rāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk wildly or incoherently, as if one were delirious or insane




•
 
Nancy's having hysterics and raving about a black ghost.










2.
 
address someone in an angry, uncontrolled way


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Never mind how he feels!” Melissa raved.










3.
 
speak or write about someone or something with great enthusiasm or admiration




•
 
New York's theater critics raved about the acting.










4.
 


‹informal›

 attend or take part in a rave (party).








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an extremely enthusiastic recommendation or appraisal of someone or something




•
 
the film has won raves from American reviewers




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
their recent tour received 
rave reviews

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 a lively party or gathering involving dancing and drinking




•
 
their annual fancy-dress rave.










3.
 
a party or event attended by large numbers of young people, involving drug use and dancing to fast, electronic music.




4.
 
electronic dance music of the kind played at a rave.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘show signs of madness’): probably from Old Northern French 
raver

 ; related obscurely to Middle Low German 
reven

 ‘be senseless, rave.’





rave2


 
/rāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rail of a cart.




2.
 
(
raves

 )
 — a permanent or removable framework added to the sides of a cart to increase its capacity.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of the synonymous dialect word 
rathe

 , of unknown origin.





ravel

 
/ˈravəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
ravel something out

 )
 — untangle or unravel something




•
 
Davy had finished raveling out his herring net




•
 


‹figurative›

 sleep raveled out the tangles of his mind.










2.
 
confuse or complicate (a question or situation).








II.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a tangle, cluster, or knot




•
 
a lovely yellow ravel of sunflowers.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘entangle, confuse’): probably from Dutch 
ravelen

 ‘fray out, tangle.’





Ravel, Maurice

 
/rəˈvel/






(1875–1937), French composer; full name 
Maurice Joseph Ravel

 . His works, which are noted for their colorful orchestration, have a distinctive tone and make use of unresolved dissonances. Notable works: 
Daphnis and Chloë

 (1912) and 
Boléro

 (1928).









ravelin

 
/ˈravlən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an outwork of fortifications, with two faces forming a salient angle, constructed beyond the main ditch and in front of the curtain.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from obsolete Italian 
ravellino

 , of unknown origin.





raveling

 
/ˈrav(ə)liNG/






noun




a thread from a woven or knitted fabric that has frayed or started to unravel.













raven1


 
/ˈrāvən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large heavily built crow with mainly black plumage, feeding chiefly on carrion.

[Genus 
Corvus

 , family 
Corvidae

 : several species, in particular the widespread all-black 
common raven

 (
C. corax

 ).]




2.
 
(
the Raven

 )
 — the constellation Corvus.








II.
 
adjective




(especially of hair) of a glossy black color.











– origin

 Old English 
hræfn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
raaf

 and German 
Rabe

 .






raven2


 
/ˈravən/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a ferocious wild animal) hunt for prey.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 devour voraciously.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘take as spoil’): from Old French 
raviner

 , originally ‘to ravage,’ based on Latin 
rapina

 ‘pillage.’





ravening

 
/ˈrav(ə)niNG/






adjective




(of a ferocious wild animal) extremely hungry and hunting for prey




•
 
they turned on each other like ravening wolves.



















Ravenna

 
/rəˈvenə/






a city near the Adriatic coast in northeast central Italy; pop. 155,997 (2008). It is noted for its ancient mosaics dating from the early Christian period.









ravenous

 
/ˈrav(ə)nəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely hungry.




2.
 
(of hunger or need) very great; voracious




•
 
a ravenous appetite.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ravenously

 
/ˈrav(ə)nəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ravenousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ravineus

 , from 
raviner

 ‘to ravage’ (see raven
 2
 ).





raver

 
/ˈrāvər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who regularly goes to raves.




2.
 
a person who talks wildly or incoherently, as if delirious or insane.













rave-up

 
/ˈˌrāv ˈəp/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for rave
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













Ravi

 
/ˈrävē/






a river in southern Asia, one of the headwaters of the Indus River that rises in the Himalayas in Himachel Pradesh, in northwestern India, and flows for 450 miles (725 km) southwest into Pakistan, where it empties into the Chenab River just north of Multan. It is one of the five rivers that gave Punjab its name.









ravigote

 
/ˌräviˈɡôt /

 
ravigotte





I.
 
noun




a mixture of chopped chervil, chives, tarragon, and shallots, used to give piquancy to a sauce or as a base for an herb butter.











– origin

 French, from 
ravigoter

 ‘invigorate.’






ravin

 
/ˈravən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 violent seizure of prey or property; plunder.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ravine

 , from Latin 
rapina

 ‘pillage’ (see rapine
 ).





ravine

 
/rəˈvēn/





I.
 
noun




a deep, narrow gorge with steep sides.








II.
 
derivatives





ravined






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, ‘violent rush (of water)’ (see ravin
 ).





raving

 
/ˈrāviNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
ravings

 )


1.
 
wild, irrational, or incoherent talk




•
 
the ravings of a madwoman.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 used to emphasize the bad or extreme quality of someone or something




•
 
she'd never been a raving beauty




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
have you gone 
raving mad

 ?



















ravioli

 
/ˌravēˈōlē/





I.
 
noun




small pasta envelopes containing ground meat, cheese, or vegetables.











– origin

 Italian.





ravish

 
/ˈraviSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 seize and carry off (someone) by force.




2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a man) force (a woman or girl) to have sexual intercourse against her will; rape.




3.
 


‹literary›

 fill (someone) with intense delight; enrapture




•
 
ravished by a sunny afternoon, she had agreed without even thinking.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ravisher

 
/ˈraviSHər /






noun













2.
 
ravishment

 
/ˈraviSHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
raviss-

 , lengthened stem of 
ravir

 , from an alteration of Latin 
rapere

 ‘seize.’





ravishing

 
/ˈraviSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




delightful; entrancing




•
 
she looked ravishing.














II.
 
derivatives





ravishingly

 
/ˈraviSHiNGlē /






adverb





















raw

 
/rô/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) uncooked




•
 
raw eggs




•
 
salsify can be eaten raw in salads or cooked.










2.
 
(of a material or substance) in its natural state; not yet processed or purified




•
 
raw silk




•
 
raw sewage.










3.
 
(of information) not analyzed, evaluated, or processed for use




•
 
there were a number of errors in the raw data.










4.
 
(of the edge of a piece of cloth) not having a hem or selvage.




5.
 
(of a person) new to an activity or job and therefore lacking experience or skill




•
 
they were replaced by 
raw recruits

 .










6.
 
(of a part of the body) red and painful, especially as the result of skin abrasion




•
 
he scrubbed his hands until they were raw




•
 


‹figurative›

 Fran's nerves were raw.










7.
 
(of the weather) bleak, cold, and damp




•
 
a raw February night.










8.
 
(of an emotion or quality) strong and undisguised




•
 
he exuded an air of raw, vibrant masculinity.










9.
 
frank and realistic in the depiction of unpleasant facts or situations




•
 
a raw, uncompromising portrait.










10.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of language) coarse or crude, typically in relation to sexual matters.








II.
 
phrases





in the raw





a.
 
in its true state; not made to seem better or more palatable than it actually is




•
 
he didn't much care for nature in the raw.










b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) naked




•
 
I slept in the raw.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rawly






adverb













2.
 
rawness

 
/ˈrônəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hrēaw

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rauw

 and German 
roh

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
kreas

 ‘raw flesh.’





Rawalpindi

 
/ˌräwəlˈpindē/






a city in Punjab province, in northern Pakistan, in the foothills of the Himalayas; pop. 1,933,900 (est. 2009). A former military station, it was the interim capital of Pakistan 1959–67 during the construction of Islamabad.









raw bar






noun






(US)

 a bar or counter that sells raw oysters and other seafood.













rawboned

 
/ˈrôˌbōnd/






adjective




having a bony or gaunt physique.













rawhide

 
/ˈrôˌhīd/






noun



1.
 
stiff untanned leather.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a whip or rope made of rawhide.













Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan

 
/ˈrôliNGz/






(1896–1953), US writer. Her award-winning 
The Yearling

 (1938), for young adults, was made into a movie in 1946. Her other works include the memoir 
Cross Creek

 (1942) and the novel 
The Sojourner

 (1953).









Rawls, John

 
/rôlz/






(1921–2002), US philosopher. His books 
A Theory of Justice

 (1971) and 
Political Liberalism

 (1993) consider the basic institutions of a just society as those chosen by rational people under conditions that ensure impartiality.









raw material

 
/ˌrô məˈtirēəl/






noun




the basic material from which a product is made.













raw sugar






noun




the residue left after sugarcane has been processed to remove the molasses and refine the sugar crystals. The flavor is similar to that of brown sugar.














ray1


 
/rā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the lines in which light (and heat) may seem to stream from the sun or any luminous body, or pass through a small opening




•
 
a ray of sunlight came through the window.










2.
 
the straight line in which light or other electromagnetic radiation travels to a given point.




3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ] (
rays

 )
 — a specified form of nonluminous radiation




•
 
water reflects and intensifies UV rays.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 any of a set of straight lines passing through one point.




5.
 
(
rays

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 sunlight considered in the context of sunbathing




•
 
Sarah's 
catching some rays

 on a beach in Cruz Bay.










6.
 
an initial or slight indication of a positive or welcome quality in a time of difficulty or trouble




•
 
if only I could see some 
ray of

 hope.










7.
 
a thing that is arranged radially, in particular




8.
 


[Botany]

 (in a composite flower head of the daisy family) an array of ray florets arranged radially around the central disc, forming the white part of the flower head of a daisy.




9.
 
(also 
fin ray

 )
 — 

[Zoology]

 each of the long, slender bony protuberances supporting the fins of most bony fishes.




10.
 


[Zoology]

 each radial arm of a starfish.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spread from or as if from a central point




•
 
delicate lines rayed out at each corner of her eyes.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 radiate (light)




•
 
the sun rays forth its natural light into the air.














III.
 
phrases





ray of sunshine








‹informal›

 a person or thing that brings happiness into the lives of others.












IV.
 
derivatives





rayless






adjective






[chiefly Botany]





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rai

 , based on Latin 
radius

 ‘spoke, ray.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





ray2


 
/rā/





I.
 
noun




a broad, flat marine or freshwater fish with a cartilaginous skeleton, winglike pectoral fins, and a long slender tail. Many rays have venomous spines or electric organs.

[Order 
Batiformes

 : several families, including 
Rajidae

 (the skates).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
raie

 , from Latin 
raia

 .





Ray, John

 
/rā/






(1627–1705), English naturalist. He was the first to classify flowering plants into monocotyledons and dicotyledons, and he established the species as the basic taxonomic unit.









Ray, Satyajit

 
/rī, rā/






(1921–92), Indian movie director. He was the first to bring Indian movies to the attention of Western audiences.









ray blight






noun




a fungal disease of chrysanthemums that causes collapse and rotting of the leading shoot.

[The fungus is 
Didymella ligulicola

 , also called 
Ascochyta chrysanthemi

 .]













Rayburn, Sam

 
/ˈrāˌbərn/






(1882–1961), US politician; full name 
Samuel Taliaferro Rayburn

 . A Democrat, he was a member of the House of Representatives from Texas 1913–61 and Speaker of the House for most of his tenure from 1940.









rayed

 
/rād/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 having rays of a specified number or kind




•
 
white-rayed daisies.




















ray-finned fish






noun




a fish of a large group having thin fins strengthened by slender rays, including all bony fishes apart from the coelacanth and lungfishes.

Compare with lobe-finned fish
 , teleost
 . [Subclass (or class) 
Actinopterygii

 : numerous orders.]














ray floret






noun






[Botany]

 (in a composite flower head of the daisy family) any of a number of strap-shaped and typically sterile florets that form the ray. In plants such as dandelions, the flower head is composed entirely of ray florets.

Compare with disk floret
 .













ray gun






noun




(in science fiction) a gun causing injury or damage by the emission of rays.













Rayleigh, 3rd Baron

 
/ˈrālē/






(1842–1919), English physicist; born 
John William Strutt

 . He established the electrical units of resistance, current, and electromotive force. With William Ramsay he discovered argon and other inert gases. Nobel Prize for Physics (1904).









Rayleigh number






noun






[Physics]

 a dimensionless parameter that is a measure of the instability of a layer of fluid due to differences of temperature and density at the top and bottom.














Rayleigh scattering






noun






[Physics]

 the scattering of light by particles in a medium, without change in wavelength. It accounts, for example, for the blue color of the sky, since blue light is scattered slightly more efficiently than red.

Compare with Raman effect
 .













Rayleigh wave






noun






[Physics]

 an undulating wave that travels over the surface of a solid, especially of the ground in an earthquake, with a speed independent of wavelength, the motion of the particles being in ellipses.













Raynaud's disease

 
/rāˈnōz diˌzēz /

 
Raynaud's syndrome





I.
 
noun




a disease characterized by spasm of the arteries in the extremities, especially the fingers (
Raynaud's phenomenon

 ). It is typically brought on by constant cold or vibration, and leads to pallor, pain, numbness, and in severe cases, gangrene.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Maurice 
Raynaud

 (1834–81), French physician.





rayon

 
/ˈrāˌän/





I.
 
noun




a textile fiber or fabric made from regenerated cellulose (viscose).











– origin

 1920s: an arbitrary formation.






raze

 
/rāz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be razed

 )


1.
 
completely destroy (a building, town, or other site)




•
 
villages were 
razed to the ground

 .

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘scratch, incise’): from Old French 
raser

 ‘shave closely,’ from Latin 
ras-

 ‘scraped,’ from the verb 
radere

 .





razor

 
/ˈrāzər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument with a sharp blade or combination of blades, used to remove unwanted hair from the face or body.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut with a razor.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rasor

 , from 
raser

 ‘shave closely’ (see raze
 ).





razorback

 
/ˈrāzərˌbak/






noun



1.
 
(also 
razorback hog

 )
 — a pig of a half-wild breed common in the southern US, with the back formed into a high, narrow ridge.




2.
 
(also 
razorback ridge

 )
 — a steep-sided, narrow ridge of land.













razorbill

 
/ˈrāzərˌbil/






noun




a black-and-white auk (seabird) with a deep bill that is said to resemble a straight razor, found in the North Atlantic and Baltic Sea.

[
Alca torda

 , family 
Alcidae

 .]














razor blade

 
/ˈrāzər ˌblād/






noun




a blade used in a razor, typically a flat piece of metal with a sharp edge or edges used in a safety razor.














razor clam

 
/ˈrāzər klam/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a burrowing bivalve mollusk with a long, slender shell that resembles the handle of a straight razor.

Also called jackknife clam
 . [Family 
Solenidae

 : 
Ensis

 and other genera.]













razor edge

 
razor's edge





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp edge of a knife, ax, or similar implement.




2.
 
a state of sharp incisiveness




•
 
he had honed his mind to a razor edge.










3.
 
(
the razor edge

 )
 — the most advanced stage in the development of something; the cutting edge




•
 
in 1960 jet planes were 
the razor edge of

 chic.














II.
 
phrases





on the razor's edge






in a precarious or dangerous position




•
 
it is commonplace to believe that Finns live on the razor's edge, at the mercy of their powerful neighbor.


















III.
 
derivatives





razor-edged






adjective





















razorfish

 
/ˈrāzərˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a small fish of the Indo-Pacific, with a long, flattened snout and a laterally compressed body encased in thin, bony shields that meet to form a sharp ridge on the belly.

[Family 
Centriscidae

 : several genera and species, including 
Aeoliscus strigatus

 , which swims in a head-down vertical posture.]




2.
 
a small, brightly colored wrasse (fish) with a steeply sloping forehead, living chiefly in sandy coastal waters of the western Atlantic.

[Genus 
Hemipteronotus

 , family 
Labridae

 : several species.]













Razor scooter






noun






‹trademark›

 a type of lightweight aluminum collapsible scooter ridden by adults and children.













razor-sharp

 
/ˈˌrāzər ˈSHärp/






adjective




extremely sharp




•
 
razor-sharp teeth




•
 


‹figurative›

 his razor-sharp mind.



















razor shell

 
/ˈrāzər SHel/






noun




British term for razor clam
 .













razor-thin






adjective



1.
 
extremely thin




•
 
razor-thin slices of salmon.










2.
 
(especially of a margin of victory) very slim; barely achieved




•
 
a razor-thin margin of eight votes.



















razor wire

 
/ˈrāzər ˌwī(ə)r/






noun




a metal wire or ribbon with sharp edges or studded with small sharp blades, used as a barrier.













razz

 
/raz /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tease (someone) playfully.








II.
 
noun




another term for raspberry
 (
sense

 4).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from informal 
razzberry

 , alteration of raspberry
 .





razzia

 
/ˈrazēə/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hostile raid for purposes of conquest, plunder, and capture of slaves, especially one carried out by Moors in North Africa.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French from Algerian Arabic 
ġāziya

 ‘raid.’






razzle-dazzle

 
/ˌrazəl ˈdazəl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 noisy, showy, and exciting activity and display designed to attract and impress




•
 
myth, legend, and razzle-dazzle all rolled into one show




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
hyped-up, razzle-dazzle gimmicks of quick-sell advertising.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: reduplication of dazzle
 .





razzmatazz

 
/ˈrazməˌtaz/





I.
 
noun




another term for razzle-dazzle
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably an alteration of razzle-dazzle
 .





Rb






symbol




the chemical element rubidium.













RBC






abbreviation




red blood cell.













RBE

 
rbe






abbreviation




relative biological effectiveness.














RBI






abbreviation






[Baseball]

 run batted in (a run credited to the batter's hitting statistics for enabling a runner to score during his at bat).













RC






abbreviation



1.
 


[Aeronautics]

 radio compass.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 radio-controlled.




3.
 
Red Cross.




4.
 
reinforced concrete.




5.
 


[Electronics]

 resistance/capacitance (or resistor/capacitor).




6.
 
Roman Catholic.













RCA






abbreviation



1.
 
Radio Corporation of America.




2.
 
(in the UK) Royal College of Art.













RCAF






abbreviation




Royal Canadian Air Force.













RCCh






abbreviation




Roman Catholic Church.













RCMP






abbreviation




Royal Canadian Mounted Police.













rcpt.






abbreviation




receipt.













rct.

 
Rct.






abbreviation



1.
 
receipt.




2.
 
recruit.













Rd

 
//






abbreviation




Road (used in street names).













rd.






abbreviation




rod; rods.














RDA






abbreviation




recommended daily (or dietary) allowance, the quantity of a particular nutrient thatshould be consumed daily in order to maintain good health.













RDBMS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 relational database management system.













RDF1






I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a model for encoding semantic relationships between items of data so that these relationships can be interpreted computationally




•
 
RDF is the primary foundation for the Semantic Web.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
Resource Description Framework

 .





RDF2







abbreviation



1.
 
radio direction finder (or finding).




2.
 
rapid deployment force.













RDI






abbreviation




recommended (or reference) daily intake, another term for RDA
 .













RDS






abbreviation



1.
 
radio data system, in which a digital signal is transmitted with a normal radio signal to provide further data or control the receiver.




2.
 
respiratory distress syndrome.













RDX





I.
 
noun




a type of high explosive.











– origin

 1940s: from 
R(esearch) D(epartment) (E)x(plosive)

 .





re1


 
/rā rē/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in the matter of (used typically as the first word in the heading of an official document or to introduce a reference in an official letter)




•
 
re: invoice 87.










2.
 
about; concerning




•
 
I saw the deputy re the incident.

















– origin

 Latin, ablative of 
res

 ‘thing.’ / 
usage:

 It is often said that, strictly speaking, 
re

 should be used in headings and references, as in 
Re

 : Harrison versus Ortiz, but not as a normal word meaning ‘regarding,’ as in thanks for your letter 
re

 the job postings. However, the evidence suggests that 
re

 is now widely used in the second context in official and semiofficial contexts, and is now generally accepted. Be aware, however, that in certain formal contexts, if 
re

 is used in mid-sentence, some readers may regard it as business jargon or an inappropriate legalism. Often, concerning or about would be just as clear (and less likely to annoy).





re2


 
/rā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in solmization) the second note of a major scale.




2.
 


[Music]

 the note D in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 Middle English 
re

 , representing (as an arbitrary name for the note) the first syllable of 
resonare

 , taken from a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).





Re1


 
/rā/






variant spelling of Ra
 1
 .









Re2







symbol




the chemical element rhenium.













Re.

 
re.






abbreviation




rupee.













’re






abbreviation






‹informal›

 are (usually after the pronouns you, we, and they)




•
 
we're a bit worried.




















re-

 
/rēː/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
once more; afresh; anew




•
 
reaccustom




•
 
reactivate.










2.
 
with return to a previous state




•
 
restore




•
 
revert.










3.
 
(also 
red-

 )
 — in return; mutually




•
 
react




•
 
resemble.










4.
 
in opposition




•
 
repel




•
 
resistance.










5.
 
behind or after




•
 
relic




•
 
remain.










6.
 
in a withdrawn state




•
 
recluse




•
 
reticent.










7.
 
back and away; down




•
 
recede




•
 
relegation.










8.
 
with frequentative or intensive force




•
 
redouble




•
 
resound.










9.
 
with negative force




•
 
rebuff




•
 
recant.

















– origin

 from Latin 
re-

 , 
red-

 ‘again, back.’ / 
usage:

 In modern English, the tendency is for words formed with prefixes such as 
re-

 to be unhyphenated: 
reacquaint

 , 
reconsider

 , 
reshape

 . For the sake of clarity, however, hyphenation is sometimes favored when the root word begins with a vowel: 
re-elect

 , for instance, may be preferred as a less awkward spelling than 
reelect

 . A hyphen is often used when the word formed with the prefix would be identical in form with, but different in meaning and pronunciation from, an already existing word: 
re-cover

 (meaning ‘cover again,’ as in we decided to 
re-cover

 the dining-room chairs), as opposed to 
recover

 (meaning ‘get better in health’).





reabsorb

 
/ˌrēəbˈzôrb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
absorb (something) again




•
 
a failure of the gut to reabsorb the majority of the fluid.














II.
 
derivatives





reabsorption

 
/ˌrēəbˈzôr(p)SH(ə)n /






noun





















reaccept

 
/ˌrēakˈsept/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accept (someone or something) again.








II.
 
derivatives





reacceptance






noun





















reach

 
/rēCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stretch out an arm in a specified direction in order to touch or grasp something




•
 
he reached over and turned off his bedside light




•
 
she 
reached out

 to squeeze Hope's hand.










2.
 
(
reach for

 )
 — make a movement with one's hand or arm in an attempt to touch or grasp (something)




•
 
Carl reached for the phone.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
reach something out

 )
 — stretch out one's hand or arm




•
 
he reached out a hand and touched her forehead.










4.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — hand (something) to (someone)




•
 
reach me those glasses.










5.
 
be able to touch something with an outstretched arm or leg




•
 
I had to stand on tiptoe and even then I could hardly reach.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrive at; get as far as




•
 
“Goodbye,” she said as they reached the door




•
 
the show is due to reach our screens early next year.










7.
 
attain or extend to (a specified point, level, or condition)




•
 
unemployment reached a peak in 1933




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
in its native habitat it will 
reach to

 about 6 m in height.










8.
 
succeed in achieving




•
 
the intergovernmental conference reached agreement on the draft treaty.










9.
 
make contact or communicate with (someone) by telephone or other means




•
 
I've been trying to reach you all morning.










10.
 
(of a broadcast or other communication) be received by




•
 
television reached those parts of the electorate that other news sources could not.










11.
 
succeed in influencing or having an effect on




•
 
their fresh sound and message reach people who may never set foot in a church.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
reach out

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 seek to establish communication with someone, with the aim of offering or obtaining assistance or cooperation




•
 
his style was to reach out all the time, especially to members of his own party




•
 
anyone in need of assistance should 
reach out to

 the authorities as soon as possible.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 sail with the wind blowing from the side, or from slightly behind the side, of the ship.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of reaching out with one's arm




•
 
she made a reach for him.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the distance to which someone can stretch out their hand (used especially of a boxer)




•
 
a giant, over six feet seven with a reach of over 81 inches.










3.
 
the extent or range of application, effect, or influence




•
 
the diameter and the reach of the spark plug varies from engine to engine.










4.
 
(often 
reaches

 )
 — a continuous extent of land or water, especially a stretch of river between two bends, or the part of a canal between locks




•
 
the upper reaches of the Nile.










5.
 


[Sailing]

 a distance traversed in reaching.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
out of (or beyond) reach





a.
 
outside the distance to which someone can stretch out their hand.




b.
 
beyond the capacity of someone to attain or achieve something




•
 
she thought college was out of her reach.















2.
 
within (or in) reach





a.
 
inside the distance to which someone can stretch out their hand.




b.
 
inside a distance that can be traveled




•
 
Rocky Mountain National Park is 
within easy reach

 of the city of Denver.










c.
 
within the capacity of someone to attain or achieve something.















– origin

 Old English 
rǣcan

 ; related to Dutch 
reiken

 and German 
reichen

 .





reachable

 
/ˈrēCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be reached; accessible or achievable




•
 
all the wires were easily reachable




•
 
a lush tropical island only reachable by seaplane




•
 
make sure that you set goals that are reachable.










2.
 
able to be contacted




•
 
I'll be reachable by email.














II.
 
derivatives





reachability

 
/rēCHəˈbilədē /






noun





















reacher

 
/ˈrēCHər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that reaches, especially a device that enables a disabled or elderly person to pick up objects that are difficult to reach.




2.
 
a kind of jib on a sailing ship.













reacquaint

 
/ˌrēəˈkwānt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) acquainted or familiar with someone or something again




•
 
he wants to 
reacquaint himself with

 the public.














II.
 
derivatives





reacquaintance

 
/-ˈkwāntns /






noun





















reacquire

 
/ˌrēəˈkwī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
acquire (something) again




•
 
the ability of a corporation to reacquire its own shares.














II.
 
derivatives





reacquisition






noun





















react

 
/rēˈakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
respond or behave in a particular way in response to something




•
 
he 
reacted

 angrily 
to

 the news of his dismissal




•
 
the market reacted by falling a further 3.1%.










2.
 
(
react against

 )
 — respond with hostility, opposition, or a contrary course of action to




•
 
they reacted against the elite art music of their time.










3.
 
(of a person) suffer from adverse physiological effects after ingesting, breathing, or touching a substance




•
 
many babies react to soy-based formulas.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 interact and undergo a chemical or physical change




•
 
the sulfur in the coal 
reacts with

 the limestone during combustion.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 cause (a substance) to undergo a change by interacting with another substance.




6.
 


[Stock Market]

 (of stock prices) fall or rise in reaction to events, developments, etc.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from re-
 (expressing intensive force or reversal) + act
 , originally suggested by medieval Latin 
react-

 ‘done again,’ from the verb 
reagere

 .





reactance

 
/ˌrēˈaktəns/






noun






[Physics]

 the nonresistive component of impedance in an AC circuit, arising from the effect of inductance or capacitance or both and causing the current to be out of phase with the electromotive force causing it.













reactant

 
/ˌrēˈakt(ə)nt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance that takes part in and undergoes change during a reaction.














reaction

 
/rēˈakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action performed or a feeling experienced in response to a situation or event




•
 
Carrie's immediate reaction was one of relief.










2.
 
(
reactions

 )
 — a person's ability to respond physically and mentally to external stimuli




•
 
a skilled driver with quick reactions.










3.
 
an adverse physiological response to a substance that has been breathed in, ingested, or touched




•
 
such allergic reactions as hay fever and asthma.










4.
 
a chemical process in which two or more substances act mutually on each other and are changed into different substances, or one substance changes into two or more other substances.




5.
 


[Physics]

 an analogous transformation of atomic nuclei or other particles.




6.
 
a mode of thinking or behaving that is deliberately different from previous modes of thought and behavior




•
 
the work of these painters was a 
reaction against

 fauvism.










7.
 
opposition to political or social progress or reform




•
 
the institution is under threat from the forces of reaction.










8.
 


[Physics]

 repulsion or resistance exerted in opposition to the impact or pressure of another body; a force equal and opposite to the force giving rise to it.








II.
 
derivatives





reactionist

 
/rēˈakSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from react
 + -ion
 , originally suggested by medieval Latin 
reactio(n-)

 , from 
react-

 ‘done again’ (see react
 ).





reactionary

 
/rēˈakSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or a set of views) opposing political or social liberalization or reform.








II.
 
noun




a reactionary person.













reaction formation






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the tendency of a repressed wish or feeling to be expressed at a conscious level in a contrasting form.













reaction shot






noun




(in a film or video recording) a portrayal of a person's response to an event or to a statement made by another.













reactivate

 
/ˌrēˈaktəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (something) to a state of activity; bring back into action.








II.
 
derivatives





reactivation

 
/ˌrēˌaktəˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun





















reactive

 
/rēˈaktiv/






adjective



1.
 
showing a response to a stimulus




•
 
pupils are reactive to light.










2.
 
acting in response to a situation rather than creating or controlling it




•
 
a proactive rather than a reactive approach.










3.
 
having a tendency to react chemically




•
 
nitrogen dioxide is a highly reactive gas.










4.
 


[Physiology]

 showing an immune response to a specific antigen.




5.
 
(of a disease or illness) caused by a reaction to something




•
 
reactive arthritis




•
 
reactive depression.










6.
 


[Physics]

 of or relating to reactance




•
 
a reactive load.



















reactive inhibition






noun






[Psychology]

 the inhibiting effect of fatigue or boredom on the response to a stimulus and ability to learn.













reactivity

 
/ˌrēˌakˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or power of being reactive or the degree to which a thing is reactive.




2.
 
the extent to which a nuclear reactor deviates from a steady state.













reactor

 
/rēˈaktər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
nuclear reactor

 )
 — an apparatus or structure in which fissile material can be made to undergo a controlled, self-sustaining nuclear reaction with the consequent release of energy.




2.
 
a container or apparatus in which substances are made to react chemically, especially one in an industrial plant.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a person who shows an immune response to a specific antigen or an adverse reaction to a drug or other substance.




4.
 


[Physics]

 a coil or other component that provides reactance in a circuit.














read

 
/rēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look at and comprehend the meaning of (written or printed matter) by mentally interpreting the characters or symbols of which it is composed




•
 
it's the best novel I've ever read




•
 
I never learned to read music




•
 
Emily 
read over

 her notes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'll go to bed and read for a while.










2.
 
speak (the written or printed matter that one is reading) aloud, typically to another person




•
 
the charges against him were 
read out






•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
his mother read him a bedtime story




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'll read to you if you like.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have the ability to look at and comprehend the meaning of written or printed matter




•
 
only three of the girls could read and none could write.










4.
 
habitually read (a particular newspaper or journal).




5.
 
discover (information) by reading it in a written or printed source




•
 
he was arrested yesterday—I read it in the paper




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I read about the course in a magazine.










6.
 
discern (a fact, emotion, or quality) in someone's eyes or expression




•
 
she looked down, terrified that he would read fear on her face.










7.
 
understand or interpret the nature or significance of




•
 
he didn't dare look away, in case this was read as a sign of weakness.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a piece of writing) convey a specified impression to the reader




•
 
the brief note read like a cry for help.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — (of a passage, text, or sign) contain or consist of specified words; have a certain wording




•
 
the placard read “We want justice.”










10.
 
used to indicate that a particular word in a text or passage is incorrect and that another should be substituted for it




•
 
for madam read madman.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
read for

 )
 — (of an actor) audition for (a part in a play or film).




12.
 
(of a device) obtain data from (light or other input).




13.
 
inspect and record the figure indicated on (a measuring instrument)




•
 
I've come to read the gas meter.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — (of a measuring instrument) indicate a specified measurement or figure




•
 
the thermometer read 0° C.










15.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 study (an academic subject) at a university




•
 
I'm reading English at Cambridge




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he went to Manchester to 
read for

 a BA in Economics.










16.
 
(of a computer) copy, transfer, or interpret (data).




17.
 
enter or extract (data) in an electronic storage device




•
 
the most common way of reading a file into the system.










18.
 
hear and understand the words of (someone speaking on a radio transmitter)




•
 
“Do you read me? Over.”














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 a person's interpretation of something




•
 
their 
read on

 the national situation may be correct.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a book considered in terms of its readability




•
 
the book is a thoroughly entertaining read.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
read between the lines






look for or discover a meaning that is hidden or implied rather than explicitly stated.









2.
 
read someone like a book






understand someone's thoughts and motives clearly or easily.









3.
 
read someone's mind (or thoughts)






discern what someone is thinking.









4.
 
read my lips








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 listen carefully (used to emphasize the importance of the speaker's words or the earnestness of their intent).












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
read something into






attribute a meaning or significance to (something) that it may not in fact possess




•
 
was I reading too much into his behavior?















2.
 
read someone out of








(chiefly US)

 formally expel someone from (an organization or body).

[with reference to the reading of the formal sentence of expulsion.]









3.
 
read up on something






acquire information about a particular subject by studying it intensively or systematically




•
 
she spent the time reading up on antenatal care.





















– origin

 Old English 
rǣdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
raden

 and German 
raten

 ‘advise, guess.’ Early senses included ‘advise’ and ‘interpret (a riddle or dream)’ (see rede
 ).





readability

 
/ˌrēdəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being legible or decipherable




•
 
adding or removing space between lines can drastically improve readability.










2.
 
the quality of being easy or enjoyable to read




•
 
her prose combines lyricism with readability.



















readable

 
/ˈrēdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be read or deciphered; legible.




2.
 
easy or enjoyable to read




•
 
a marvelously readable book.










3.
 
(of data or a storage medium or device) capable of being processed or interpreted by a computer or other electronic device.








II.
 
derivatives





readably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















readapt

 
/ˌrēəˈdapt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become adjusted to changed conditions again




•
 
the limpets readapted to submerged life.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — change (something) as a result of new or different conditions




•
 
she'll be the one readapting her life.














II.
 
derivatives





readaptation






noun





















readdress

 
/ˌrēəˈdres/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the address written or printed on (a letter or parcel).




2.
 
look at or attend to (an issue or problem) once again.













reader

 
/ˈrēdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who reads or who is fond of reading




•
 
the books of Roald Dahl appeal to young readers




•
 
she's an avid reader.










2.
 
a person who reads a particular newspaper, magazine, or text




•
 
Times readers.










3.
 
short for lay reader
 .




4.
 
a person entitled to use a particular library.




5.
 
a person who reads and reports to a publisher or producer on the merits of manuscripts submitted for publication or production, or who provides critical comments on the text prior to publication.




6.
 
a proofreader.




7.
 
a person who inspects and records the figure indicated on a measuring instrument




•
 
a meter reader.










8.
 
a book containing extracts of a particular author's work or passages of text designed to give learners of a language practice in reading.




9.
 
(usu. 
Reader

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a university lecturer of the highest grade below professor.




10.
 
a machine for producing on a screen a magnified, readable image of any desired part of a microfiche or microfilm.




11.
 


[Computing]

 a device or piece of software used for reading or obtaining data stored on tape, cards, or other media.











– origin

 Old English 
rǣdere

 ‘interpreter of dreams, reader.’





readerly

 
/ˈrēdərlē/






adjective




of or relating to a reader




•
 
he tries one's readerly patience to breaking point.



















readership

 
/ˈrēdərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the readers of a newspaper, magazine, or book regarded collectively




•
 
it has a readership of 100 million.










2.
 
(usu. 
Readership

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the position of Reader at a university.













readily

 
/ˈredəlē/






adverb



1.
 
without hesitation or reluctance; willingly




•
 
he readily admits that the new car surpasses its predecessors.










2.
 
without delay or difficulty; easily


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
illegal fireworks are readily available.



















read-in

 
/ˈrēd ˌin/






noun






[Computing]

 the input or entry of data to a computer or storage device.













readiness

 
/ˈredēnəs/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 with 
infinitive

 ]
 — willingness to do something




•
 
Spain had indicated a readiness to accept his terms.










2.
 
the state of being fully prepared for something




•
 
your muscles tense 
in readiness for

 action.










3.
 
immediacy, quickness, or promptness




•
 
quickness of hearing and readiness of speech were essential.



















reading

 
/ˈrēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or skill of reading written or printed matter silently or aloud




•
 
suggestions for further reading




•
 
the reading of a will




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
reading skills




•
 
a cursory reading of the minutes.










2.
 
written or printed matter that can be read




•
 
his main reading was detective stories




•
 
his file certainly 
makes

 interesting 
reading

 .










3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — knowledge of literature




•
 
a man of wide reading.










4.
 
an occasion at which poetry or other pieces of literature are read aloud to an audience.




5.
 
a piece of literature or passage of scripture read aloud to a group of people




•
 
readings from the Bible.










6.
 
an interpretation




•
 
feminist readings of Goethe




•
 
his reading of the situation was justified.










7.
 
a figure or amount shown by a meter or other measuring instrument




•
 
radiation readings were taken every hour.










8.
 
a stage of debate in a parliament through which a bill must pass before it can become law




•
 
the bill returns to the House for its final reading next week.



















Reading

 
/ˈrediNG/





I.
 
a town in southern England, on the Kennet River near its junction with the Thames River; pop. 142,300 (est. 2009).




II.
 
an industrial and commercial city in southeastern Pennsylvania, on the Schuylkill River; pop. 80,506 (est. 2008).









readjust

 
/ˌrēəˈjəst/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set or adjust (something) again




•
 
I readjusted the rear-view mirror.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — adjust or adapt to a changed environment or situation


(as 
adj.

 
readjusted

 )


•
 
she wondered if she could ever become 
readjusted to

 this sort of life.



















readjustment

 
/ˌrēəˈjəs(t)mənt/






noun



1.
 
an alteration or correction made to achieve a desired fit, appearance, or result




•
 
intermittent warm-ups and microphone readjustments




•
 
the commercial property market has certainly experienced a significant readjustment.










2.
 
the process of adapting or becoming used to a changed situation




•
 
was there a period of readjustment you had to go through when you went back to work?



















readmit

 
/ˌrēədˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admit (someone) to a place or organization again




•
 
he was later readmitted to Carnegie Tech.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
readmittance

 
/ˌrēədˈmid(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
readmission

 
/ˌrēədˈmiSHn /






noun





















read-only

 
/ˌrēdˈōnlē/






adjective



1.
 


[Computing]

 (of memory, data, or a file) able to be accessed but not modified




•
 
all the existing files will be converted into read-only files.










2.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a recording device that can be played but on which no further recordings can be made




•
 
low-priced systems come with a standard read-only drive for both CDs and DVDs.



















read-only memory

 
/ˌrēdˌōnlē ˈmem(ə)rē /

 
ROM






noun






[Computing]

 memory read at high speed but not capable of being changed by program instructions.













readopt

 
/ˌrēəˈdäpt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adopt (a physical position) again.




2.
 
start to follow (a principle or course of action) again.








II.
 
derivatives





readoption






noun





















readout

 
/ˈrēdout/






noun



1.
 
a visual record or display of the output from a computer or scientific instrument.




2.
 
the process of transferring or displaying a readout.













read-through

 
/ˈrēdTHro͞o/






noun




an initial rehearsal of a play at which actors read their parts from scripts.













read-write

 
/rēdˈrīt/






adjective






[Computing]

 capable of reading existing data and accepting alterations or further input.














ready

 
/ˈredē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in a suitable state for an activity, action, or situation; fully prepared




•
 
are you ready, Carrie?




•
 
I began to 
get ready for

 bed




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she was about ready to leave.










2.
 
(of a thing) made suitable and available for immediate use




•
 
dinner's ready!




•
 
could you have the list ready by this afternoon?










3.
 
(
ready with

 )
 — keen or quick to give




•
 
I'm always ready with a wisecrack.










4.
 
(
ready for

 )
 — in need of or having a desire for




•
 
I expect you're ready for a drink




•
 
she always looks ready for a fight.










5.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — eager, inclined, or willing to do something




•
 
she is ready to die for her political convictions.










6.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — in such a condition as to be likely to do something




•
 
by the time he arrived he was ready to drop.










7.
 
easily available or obtained; within reach




•
 
there was a ready supply of drink




•
 
the murderer knew that the mallet would be 
ready to hand

 .










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — immediate, quick, or prompt




•
 
those who have ready access to the arts




•
 
a girl with a ready smile.














II.
 
noun

 — (
readies

 or 
the ready

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 available money; cash.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare (someone or something) for an activity or purpose




•
 
the spare transformer was readied for shipment




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she had readied herself to speak first.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the ready






prepared or available for immediate use




•
 
the men walk with their guns at the ready.















2.
 
make ready






prepare




•
 
they were told to 
make ready for

 the journey home.















3.
 
ready and waiting






used to emphasize that someone or something is fully prepared or immediately available




•
 
the apartment was all ready and waiting for them.















4.
 
ready, set, go






used to announce the beginning of a race.









5.
 
ready to roll








‹informal›

 (of a person, vehicle, or thing) fully prepared to start functioning or moving




•
 
the next morning, the plan was ready to roll.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
rǣde

 (from a Germanic base meaning ‘arrange, prepare’; related to Dutch 
gereed

 ) + -y
 1
 .





ready-made

 
/ˈˌredē ˈmād/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of products such as clothes and curtains) made to a standard size or specification rather than to order.




2.
 
available right away; not needing to be specially created or devised




•
 
we have no ready-made answers.










3.
 
(of food) ready to be served without further preparation




•
 
a ready-made Christmas cake.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
ready-mades

 )


1.
 
a ready-made article




•
 
on the top shelf of ready-mades is Stromboli.










2.
 
a mass-produced article selected by an artist and displayed as a work of art.













ready-mix

 
/ˈredēˌmiks/






noun




ready-mixed concrete.













ready-mixed






adjective




(especially of a mixture used in building or cooking) having some or all of the constituents already mixed together; commercially prepared.













ready money

 
ready cash






noun




money in the form of cash that is immediately available.













ready-to-wear






adjective




(of clothes) made for the general market and sold through stores rather than made to order for an individual customer; off the rack.













reaffirm

 
/ˌrēəˈfərm/






verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
state again as a fact; assert again strongly




•
 
the prime minister reaffirmed his commitment to the agreement




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he reaffirmed that it was essential to strengthen the rule of law.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — confirm the validity or correctness of (something previously established)




•
 
the election reaffirmed his position as leader.



















reaffirmation

 
/ˌrēˌafərˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a reassertion or confirmation of a fact or belief




•
 
a reaffirmation of the conventional values of marriage and family.










2.
 
the action of reasserting or confirming something




•
 
the reaffirmation of old alliances.



















Reagan, Ronald

 
/ˈrāɡən/





I.
 
(1911–2004), 40th president of the US 1981–89; full name 
Ronald Wilson Reagan

 . He was a movie actor before entering politics and then served as the governor of California 1967–74. A conservative Republican, his administration greatly increased defense spending, cut taxes and social services budgets, and saw a record rise in the national budget deficit. He signed an intermediate nuclear forces nonproliferation treaty in 1987. His reputation was tarnished by his involvement in the Iran-Contra affair.




II.
 
derivatives





Reaganism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















Reaganomics

 
/ˌrāɡəˈnämiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the economic policies of the former US president Ronald Reagan, associated especially with the reduction of taxes and the promotion of unrestricted free-market activity.




•
 
the claim that cutting taxes generates more revenue was a key element of Reaganomics.



















reagent

 
/rēˈājənt/






noun




a substance or mixture for use in chemical analysis or other reactions




•
 
this compound is a very sensitive reagent for copper.



















reagin

 
/rēˈājən, -ɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Immunology]

 the antibody that is involved in allergic reactions, causing the release of histamine when it combines with antigen in tissue, and capable of producing sensitivity to the antigen when introduced into the skin of a normal individual.




2.
 


[Immunology]

 the substance in the blood that is responsible for a positive response to the Wassermann test.








II.
 
derivatives





reaginic

 
/ˌrēəˈjinik, -ˈɡinik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from 
reagieren

 ‘react.’






real1


 
/ˈrē(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
actually existing as a thing or occurring in fact; not imagined or supposed




•
 
Julius Caesar was a real person




•
 
a story drawing on real events




•
 
her many illnesses, real and imaginary.










2.
 
used to emphasize the significance or seriousness of a situation or circumstance




•
 
there is a real danger of civil war




•
 
the competitive threat from overseas is very real.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to something as it is, not merely as it may be described or distinguished.




4.
 
(of a substance or thing) not imitation or artificial; genuine




•
 
the earring was presumably real gold.










5.
 
true or actual




•
 
his real name is James




•
 
this isn't my real reason for coming.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person or thing) rightly so called; proper




•
 
he's my idea of a real man




•
 
Jamie is my only real friend.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 complete; utter (used for emphasis)




•
 
the tour turned out to be a real disaster.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — adjusted for changes in the value of money; assessed by purchasing power




•
 
real incomes had fallen by 30 percent




•
 
an increase 
in real terms

 of 11.6 percent.










9.
 


[Law]

 of fixed property (i.e., land and buildings), as distinct from personal property




•
 
he lost nearly all of his real holdings.










10.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number or quantity) having no imaginary part.

See imaginary
 .




11.
 


[Optics]

 (of an image) of a kind in which the light that forms it actually passes through it; not virtual.








II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 really; very




•
 
my head hurts real bad.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for real





a.
 


‹informal›

 used to assert that something is genuine or is actually the case




•
 
I'm not playing games—this is for real!










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 used in questions to express surprise or to question the truth or seriousness of what one has seen or heard




•
 
are these guys for real?















2.
 
get real!








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to convey that an idea or statement is foolish or overly idealistic




•
 
You want teens to have committed sexual relationships? Get real!















3.
 
real live








‹humorous›

 used to emphasize the existence of something, especially if it is surprising or unusual




•
 
a real live detective had been at the factory.















4.
 
real money








‹informal›

 money in a large or significant amount.









5.
 
the real thing








‹informal›

 a thing that is absolutely genuine or authentic




•
 
you've never been in love before, so how can you be sure this is the real thing?


















IV.
 
derivatives





realness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term meaning ‘relating to things, esp. real property’): from Anglo-Norman French, from late Latin 
realis

 , from Latin 
res

 ‘thing.’






real2


 
/rāˈäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Brazil since 1994, equal to 100 centavos.




2.
 
(
pl.

 reals)
 — a former coin and monetary unit of various Spanish-speaking countries.











– origin

 Portuguese and Spanish, literally ‘royal’ (adjective used as a noun).





real estate

 
/ˈrē(ə)l əsˌtāt/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 property consisting of land or buildings




•
 
most of her real estate is in New Mexico




•
 
Bryce has been in real estate for 11 years.




















real estate agent





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who sells and rents out buildings and land for clients.








II.
 
derivatives





real estate agency






noun





















realgar

 
/rēˈalɡər rēˈalˌɡär/





I.
 
noun




a soft, reddish mineral consisting of arsenic sulfide, formerly used as a pigment and in fireworks.











– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Arabic 
rahj al-ġār

 ‘arsenic,’ literally ‘dust of the cave.’





realia

 
/rēˌālēə/





I.
 
noun




objects and material from everyday life, especially when used as teaching aids.











– origin

 1950s: from late Latin, neuter plural (used as a noun) of 
realis

 ‘relating to things’ (see real
 1
 ).





realign

 
/ˌrēəˈlīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change or restore to a different or former position or state




•
 
they worked to relieve his shoulder pain and realign the joint




•
 
the president realigned his government to reflect the balance of parties.










2.
 
(
realign oneself with

 )
 — change one's position or attitude with regard to (a person, organization, or cause)




•
 
he wished to realign himself with Bagehot's more pessimistic position.



















realignment

 
/ˌrēəˈlīnmənt/






noun




the action of changing or restoring something to a different or former position or state




•
 
the scheme will require the realignment of local roads




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
we are seeing a political realignment in the wake of the war.




















realism

 
/ˈrē(ə)ˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
the attitude or practice of accepting a situation as it is and being prepared to deal with it accordingly




•
 
the summit was marked by a new mood of realism.










2.
 
the view that the subject matter of politics is political power, not matters of principle




•
 
political realism is the oldest approach to global politics.











3.

a.
 
the quality or fact of representing a person, thing, or situation accurately or in a way that is true to life




•
 
the earthy realism of Raimu's characters.










b.
 
(in art and literature) the movement or style of representing familiar things as they actually are.

Often contrasted with idealism
 (
sense

 1).





While realism in art is often used in the same contexts as naturalism, implying a concern to depict or describe accurately and objectively, it also suggests a deliberate rejection of conventionally beautiful or appropriate subjects in favor of sincerity and a focus on simple and unidealized treatment of contemporary life. Specifically, the term is applied to a late 19th-century movement in French painting and literature represented by Gustave Courbet in the former and Balzac, Stendhal, and Flaubert in the latter.




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that universals or abstract concepts have an objective or absolute existence. The theory that universals have their own reality is sometimes called 
Platonic realism

 because it was first outlined by Plato's doctrine of “forms” or ideas.

Often contrasted with nominalism
 .




5.
 
the doctrine that matter as the object of perception has real existence and is neither reducible to universal mind or spirit nor dependent on a perceiving agent.

Often contrasted with idealism
 (
sense

 2).













realist

 
/ˈrēəlist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who accepts a situation as it is and is prepared to deal with it accordingly




•
 
I am a realist, with no time for your world of make believe.










2.
 
a person who believes that the subject matter of politics is political power, not matters of principle




•
 
the classical realist believes that the state is the most important actor in the international system.










3.
 
an artist or writer whose style is characterized by the representation of people or things as they actually are




•
 
Dickens and other nineteenth-century realists.










4.
 


[Philosophy]

 a person who believes in the theory of realism




•
 
modern philosophical realists.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
accepting a situation as it is and being prepared to deal with it accordingly




•
 
a realist view of the world, its problems, and its future.










2.
 
relating to or denoting the view that the subject matter of politics is political power, not matters of principle




•
 
a political realist standpoint.










3.
 
representing a person or thing in a way that is accurate and true to life




•
 
a realist drama.










4.
 
relating to an artistic or literary movement or style characterized by the representation of people or things as they actually are




•
 
realist painters and sculptors.










5.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to or denoting the theory of realism




•
 
a realist theory of perception.



















realistic

 
/ˌrēəˈlistik/






adjective



1.
 
having or showing a sensible and practical idea of what can be achieved or expected




•
 
jobs are scarce at the moment, so you've got to be realistic




•
 
a more realistic figure was 20 percent.










2.
 
representing familiar things in a way that is accurate or true to life




•
 
a realistic human drama.



















realistically

 
/ˌrēəˈlistik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that demonstrates a sensible and practical idea of what can be achieved or expected




•
 
how well can each candidate realistically expect to do?




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
realistically, at his age opportunities are few and far between.










2.
 
in a way that is accurate and true to life




•
 
this film realistically simulates the effects that a nuclear war could have




•
 
Cubist artists did not try to paint realistically.



















reality

 
/rēˈalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the world or the state of things as they actually exist, as opposed to an idealistic or notional idea of them




•
 
he refuses to face reality




•
 
Laura was losing touch with reality.










2.
 
a thing that is actually experienced or seen, especially when this is grim or problematic




•
 
the harsh 
realities of

 life in a farming community




•
 
the law ignores 
the reality of

 the situation.










3.
 
a thing that exists in fact, having previously only existed in one's mind




•
 
the paperless office may yet become a reality.










4.
 
the quality of being lifelike or resembling an original




•
 
the reality of Marryat's detail.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to reality TV




•
 
a reality show.










6.
 
the state or quality of having existence or substance




•
 
youth, when death has no reality.










7.
 


[Philosophy]

 existence that is absolute, self-sufficient, or objective, and not subject to human decisions or conventions.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in reality






in actual fact (used to contrast a false idea of what is true or possible with one that is more accurate)




•
 
she had believed she could control these feelings, but in reality that was not so easy.















2.
 
the reality is ——






used to assert that the truth of a matter is not what one would think or expect




•
 
the popular view of the Dobermann is of an aggressive guard dog—the reality is very different.





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via French from medieval Latin 
realitas

 , from late Latin 
realis

 ‘relating to things’ (see real
 1
 ).





reality check






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 an occasion on which one is reminded of the state of things in the real world.













reality principle






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the ego's control of the pleasure-seeking activity of the id in order to meet the demands of the external world.













reality show






noun




a television program in which ordinary people are continuously filmed, designed to be entertaining rather than informative




•
 
a reality show following young people who are trying to become professional athletes.



















reality testing






noun






[Psychology]

 the objective evaluation of an emotion or thought against real life, as a faculty present in normal individuals but defective in psychotics.













reality TV

 
/ /

 
reality television






noun




television programs in which real people are continuously filmed, designed to be entertaining rather than informative.













realizable

 
/ˌrēəˈlīzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be achieved or made to happen




•
 
such a dream, if it is realizable at all, is one for the far future.










2.
 
in or able to be converted into cash




•
 
10 percent of realizable assets.














II.
 
derivatives





realizability

 
/ˌrēəlīzəˈbilətē /






noun





















realization

 
/ˌrē(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of becoming fully aware of something as a fact




•
 
there was a growing realization of the need to create common economic structures




•
 
realization dawned suddenly.










2.
 
the fulfillment or achievement of something desired or anticipated




•
 
he did not live to see the realization of his dream.










3.
 
an actual, complete, or dramatic form given to a concept or work




•
 
a perfect realization of Bartók's Second Violin Concerto on disc.










4.
 


[Linguistics]

 the way in which a particular linguistic feature is used in speech or writing on a particular occasion.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 an instance or embodiment of an abstract group as the set of symmetry operations of some object or set.




6.
 


[Statistics]

 a particular series that might be generated by a specified random process.




7.
 
the action of converting an asset into cash.




8.
 
a sale of goods




•
 
auction realizations.



















realize

 
/ˈrē(ə)ˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become fully aware of (something) as a fact; understand clearly




•
 
he realized his mistake at once




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they realized that something was wrong




•
 
she had not realized how hungry she was.










2.
 
cause (something desired or anticipated) to happen




•
 
our loans are helping small business realize their dreams




•
 
his worst fears have been realized.










3.
 
fulfill




•
 
it is only now that she is beginning to realize her potential.










4.
 
(usu. 
be realized

 )
 — give actual or physical form to




•
 
the stage designs have been beautifully realized.










5.
 
use (a linguistic feature) in a particular spoken or written form.




6.
 


[Music]

 add to or complete (a piece of music left sparsely notated by the composer).




7.
 
make (money or a profit) from a transaction




•
 
she realized a profit of $100,000.










8.
 
(of goods) be sold for (a specified price); fetch




•
 
the drawings are expected to realize $500,000.










9.
 
convert (an asset) into cash




•
 
he realized all the assets in her trust fund.














II.
 
derivatives





realizer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from real
 1
 , on the pattern of French 
réaliser

 .





real life






noun




life as it is lived in reality, involving unwelcome as well as welcome experiences, as distinct from a fictional world


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
real-life situations.



















real line






noun






[Mathematics]

 a notional line in which every real number is conceived of as represented by a point.













reallocate

 
/rēˈaləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
allocate in a different way




•
 
a strong incentive to reallocate their resources overseas.














II.
 
derivatives





reallocation

 
/ˌrēˌaləˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















really

 
/ˈrē(ə)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in actual fact, as opposed to what is said or imagined to be true or possible




•
 
so what really happened?




•
 
they're not really my aunt and uncle




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
really, there are only three options.










2.
 
used to add strength, sincerity, or seriousness to a statement or opinion




•
 
I really want to go




•
 
I'm sorry, Ruth, I really am




•
 
you really ought to tell her.










3.
 
seriously (used in questions and exclamations with an implied negative answer)




•
 
do you really expect me to believe that?










4.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — very; thoroughly




•
 
I think she's really great




•
 
a really cold day




•
 
he writes really well.














II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express interest, surprise, or doubt




•
 
“I've been working hard.” “Really?”










2.
 
used to express mild protest




•
 
really, Marjorie, you do jump to conclusions!










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 used to express agreement




•
 
“It's a nightmare finding somewhere to live in this town.” “Yeah, really.”














III.
 
phrases





really and truly






used to emphasize the sincerity of a statement or opinion




•
 
I sometimes wonder whether you really and truly love me.























realm

 
/relm/





I.
 
noun

 — , or


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 
[Law]

 a kingdom




•
 
the peers of the realm




•
 
the defense of the realm.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 
[Law]

 a field or domain of activity or interest




•
 
the realm of applied chemistry.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 
[Law]

 
[Zoology]

 a primary biogeographical division of the earth's surface.











– origin

 Middle English 
rewme

 , from Old French 
reaume

 , from Latin 
regimen

 ‘government’ (see regimen
 ). The spelling with 
-l-

 (standard from 
c.

 1600) was influenced by Old French 
reiel

 ‘royal.’





realpolitik

 
/rāˈälpōliˌtēk/





I.
 
noun




a system of politics or principles based on practical rather than moral or ideological considerations.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Realpolitik

 ‘practical politics.’





real presence

 
/rē(ə)l ˈprezns/






noun






[Christian Theology]

 the actual presence of Christ's body and blood in the Eucharistic elements.














real property






noun






[Law]

 fixed property, principally land and buildings.

Used in contrast to personal property
 .













real tennis

 
/rē(ə)l ˈtenəs/






noun




British term for court tennis
 .













real time

 
/ˌrē(ə)l ˈtīm/






noun



1.
 
the actual time during which a process or event occurs




•
 
along with much of the country, he watched events unfolding 
in real time

 on TV.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 of or relating to a system in which input data is processed within milliseconds so that it is available virtually immediately as feedback, e.g., in a missile guidance or airline booking system




•
 
real-time signal processing.



















realtor

 
/ˈrē(ə)ltər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a person who acts as an agent for the sale and purchase of buildings and land; a real estate agent.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from realty
 + -or
 1
 .






realty

 
/ˈrē(ə)ltē/






noun






[Law]

 real, fixed property.

Used in contrast to personalty
 .













real world






noun




the existing state of things, as opposed to one that is imaginary, simulated, or theoretical




•
 
we live in the real world of limited financial resources




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the real-world problems that teenagers face.



















ream1


 
/rēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
500 (formerly 480) sheets of paper.




2.
 
a large quantity of something, typically paper or writing on paper




•
 


reams of

 paper have been used to debate these questions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
raime

 , based on Arabic 
rizma

 ‘bundle.’





ream2


 
/rēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
widen (a bore or hole) with a special tool.




2.
 
widen a bore or hole in (a gun or other metal object) with a special tool.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 clear out or remove (material) from something.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have anal intercourse with (someone).




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rebuke someone fiercely




•
 
the agent was 
reaming

 him 
out

 for walking away from the deal.














II.
 
phrases





ream someone's ass (or butt)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 criticize or rebuke someone.















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





reamer

 
/ˈrēmər/






noun



1.
 
a tool for widening or finishing drilled holes.




2.
 
an instrument for scraping the burrs off the inside of water pipes.




3.
 
a blade for scraping the carbon layer from the inside of the bowl of a smoking pipe.




4.
 
another term for juicer
 (
sense

 1).













reanimate

 
/rēˈanəˌmāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore to life or consciousness; revive.




2.
 
give fresh vigor or impetus to




•
 
his personal dislike of the man was reanimated.














II.
 
derivatives





reanimation

 
/ˌrēˌanəˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun






















reap

 
/rēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or gather (a crop or harvest)




•
 
large numbers of men were employed to reap the harvest




•
 


‹figurative›

 in terms of science, the Apollo program reaped a meager harvest.










2.
 
harvest the crop from (a piece of land).




3.
 
receive (a reward or benefit) as a consequence of one's own or other people's actions




•
 
the company is poised to reap the benefits of this investment.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
reap the harvest (or fruits) of






suffer the results or consequences of




•
 
critics believe we are now reaping the harvest of our permissive ways.















2.
 
you reap what you sow








‹proverb›

 you eventually have to face up to the consequences of your actions.















– origin

 Old English 
ripan

 , 
reopan

 , of unknown origin.





reaper

 
/ˈrēpər/






noun



1.
 
a person or machine that harvests a crop.




2.
 
(
the Reaper

 )
 — short for Grim Reaper
 .













reappear

 
/ˌrēəˈpir/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appear again




•
 
her symptoms reappeared.



















reappearance

 
/ˌrēəˈpirəns/






noun




the fact of someone or something arriving, becoming visible, or coming into existence again




•
 
we were taken aback at her sudden reappearance




•
 
reintroduction of the offending foods led to reappearance of symptoms




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
pervasive reappearances of the color red in the film.



















reapply

 
/ˌrēəˈplī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make another application or request




•
 
he was ordered to take a driving test before reapplying for a license.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply (an existing rule or principle) in a different context.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spread (a substance) on a surface again




•
 
reapply the sunscreen hourly.














II.
 
derivatives





reapplication

 
/ˌrēˌapləˈkāSHən /






noun





















reappoint

 
/ˌrēəˈpoint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appoint (someone) once again to a position they have previously held.








II.
 
derivatives





reappointment

 
/ˌrēəˈpoin(t)mənt /






noun





















reapportion

 
/ˌrēəˈpôrSH(ə)n/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign or distribute (something) again or in a different way.








II.
 
derivatives





reapportionment

 
/ˌrēəˈpôrSH(ə)nmənt /






noun





















reappraisal

 
/ˌrēəˈprāz(ə)l/






noun




an assessment of something or someone again or in a different way




•
 
he called for a fundamental reappraisal of British foreign policy




•
 
policies can be subject to internal reappraisal.



















reappraise

 
/ˌrēəˈprāz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appraise or assess (something) again or in a different way




•
 
it made me reappraise my attitudes.




















rear1


 
/rir/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the back part of something, especially a building or vehicle




•
 
the kitchen door at the rear of the house.










2.
 
the space or position at the back of something or someone




•
 
the field at the rear of the church.










3.
 
the hindmost part of an army, fleet, or line of people




•
 
two blue policemen at the rear fell out of the formation.










4.
 
(also 
rear end

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's buttocks.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
at the back




•
 
the car's rear window.














III.
 
phrases





bring up the rear





a.
 
be at the very end of a line of people.




b.
 
come last in a race or other contest.















– origin

 Middle English (first used as a military term): from Old French 
rere

 , based on Latin 
retro

 ‘back.’






rear2


 
/rir/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be reared

 )
 — bring up and care for (a child) until they are fully grown, especially in a particular manner or place




•
 
he was born and reared in New York City




•
 
a generation reared on video.










2.
 
(of an animal) care for (its young) until they are fully grown.




3.
 
breed and raise (animals)




•
 
the calves are reared for beef.










4.
 
grow or cultivate (plants)


[as 
adj.

 , in 
combination

 ] (
-reared

 )


•
 
laboratory-reared plantlets.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a horse or other animal) raise itself upright on its hind legs




•
 
the horse reared in terror




•
 
a rattlesnake 
reared up

 at his elbow.










6.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — (of a building, mountain, etc.) extend or appear to extend to a great height




•
 
houses reared up on either side.










7.
 
(
rear up

 )
 — (of a person) show anger or irritation; go on the attack




•
 
the press reared up in the wake of the bombings.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 set (something) upright.








II.
 
phrases





rear one's head





a.
 
raise one's head.




b.
 
(
rear its head

 )
 — (of an unpleasant matter) emerge; present itself




•
 
elitism is 
rearing its ugly head

 again.


















III.
 
derivatives





rearer

 
/ˈrirər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rǣran

 ‘set upright, construct, elevate,’ of Germanic origin; related to raise
 (which has supplanted 
rear

 in many applications), also to rise
 .






rear admiral

 
/ri(ə)r ˈadm(ə)rəl/






noun




an officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above commodore and below vice admiral.













rear commodore






noun




an officer in a yacht club ranking below vice commodore.













rear echelon






noun




the section of an army concerned with administrative and supply duties.













rearguard

 
/ˈrirˌɡärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the soldiers positioned at the rear of a body of troops, especially those protecting an army when it is in retreat.




2.
 
a defensive or conservative element in an organization or community.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the rear part of an army): from Old French 
rereguarde

 .





rearguard action

 
/ˈˌri(ə)rˈˌɡärd ˈˌakSHən/






noun




a defensive action carried out by a retreating army.













rearm

 
/rēˈärm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with a new supply of weapons




•
 
his plan to rearm Germany.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — acquire or build up a new supply of weapons.








II.
 
derivatives





rearmament

 
/rēˈärməmənt /






noun





















rearmost

 
/ˈrirˌmōst/






adjective




furthest back




•
 
the rearmost door.




















rear projection





I.
 
noun




the projection of a picture onto the back of a translucent screen for viewing or for use as a background in filming.








II.
 
derivatives





rear-projected






adjective





















rearrange

 
/ˌrēəˈrān(d)ZH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (something) into a more acceptable position or state




•
 
she rearranged her skirt as she sat back in her chair.










2.
 
change (the position, time, or order of something)




•
 
he had rearranged his schedule.



















rearrangement

 
/rēəˈrānjmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of changing the position, time, or order of something




•
 
rearrangement of the furniture.










2.
 
a thing that has been changed in position, time, or order




•
 
these were not spontaneous developments, but rearrangements planned from above.



















rearrest

 
/ˌrēəˈrest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrest (someone) again.








II.
 
noun




an act of rearresting someone.













rear sight






noun




the sight nearest to the stock on a firearm.













rearview mirror

 
/ˌrirvyo͞o ˈmirər/






noun




a small angled mirror fixed inside the windshield of a motor vehicle, enabling the driver to see the vehicle or road behind.













rearward

 
/ˈrirwərd/





I.
 
adjective




directed toward the back




•
 
a slight rearward movement.







[early 17th cent.: from rear
 1
 + -ward
 .]








II.
 
adverb




toward the back




•
 
the engine nozzles point rearward.














III.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
in/at/on the rearward

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the part or position at the back of something.

[Middle English (denoting the rear part of an army): from Anglo-Norman French 
rerewarde

 ‘rearguard.’]













rear-wheel drive

 
/ˈri(ə)r ˌ(h)wēl ˈˌdrīv/






noun




a transmission system that provides power to the rear wheels of a motor vehicle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rear-wheel drive coupé.



















reascend

 
/ˌrēəˈsend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ascend again or to a former position




•
 
the fallen angel reascends to the upper air.














II.
 
derivatives





reascension

 
/ˌrēəˈsenCHən /






noun






















reason

 
/ˈrēzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cause, explanation, or justification for an action or event




•
 
the minister resigned for personal reasons




•
 
it is hard to know for the simple reason that few records survive.










2.
 
good or obvious cause to do something




•
 
we have reason to celebrate.










3.
 


[Logic]

 a premise of an argument in support of a belief, especially a minor premise when given after the conclusion.




4.
 
the power of the mind to think, understand, and form judgments by a process of logic




•
 
there is a close connection between reason and emotion.










5.
 
what is right, practical, or possible; common sense




•
 
people are willing, 
within reason

 , to pay for schooling.










6.
 
(
one's reason

 )
 — one's sanity




•
 
she is in danger of 
losing her reason

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think, understand, and form judgments by a process of logic




•
 
humans do not reason entirely from facts.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
reason something out

 )
 — find an answer to a problem by considering various possible solutions.




3.
 
(
reason with

 )
 — persuade (someone) with rational argument




•
 
I tried to reason with her, but without success.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond (all) reason






to a foolishly excessive degree




•
 
he indulged Andrew beyond all reason.















2.
 
by reason of








‹formal›

 because of




•
 
persons who, by reason of age, are in need of care.















3.
 
for some reason






used to convey that one doesn't know the reason for a particular state of affairs, often with the implication that one finds it strange or surprising




•
 
for some reason he likes you.















4.
 
listen to reason






be persuaded to act sensibly




•
 
the child is usually too emotionally overwrought to listen to reason.















5.
 
theirs (or ours) not to reason why






used to suggest that it is not someone's (or someone else's) place to question a situation or system.

[with allusion to Tennyson's 
‘Charge of the Light Brigade’

 (1854).]









6.
 
reason of state






another term for raison d'état
 .









7.
 
(it) stands to reason






it is obvious or logical




•
 
it stands to reason that if you can eradicate the fear, the nervousness will subside.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reasoner

 
/ˈrēz(ə)nər /






noun













2.
 
reasonless

 
/ˈrēz(ə)nləs /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reisun

 (noun), 
raisoner

 (verb), from a variant of Latin 
ratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
reri

 ‘consider.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 The construction 
the reason why …

 has been objected to on the grounds that the subordinate clause should express a statement, using a 
that

 -clause, not imply a question with a 
why

 -clause: 
the reason (that)

 I decided not to phone, rather than 
the reason why

 I decided not to phone. The reason why has been called a redundancy to be avoided, but it is a mild one, and idiomatic. 
2

 An objection is also made to the construction 
the reason … is because

 , as in 
the reason

 I didn't phone 
is because

 my mother has been ill. The objection is made on the grounds that either “because” or “the reason” is redundant; it is better to use the word 
that

 instead (
the reason

 I didn't phone 
is that

 …) or rephrase altogether (I didn't phone 
because

 …).Nevertheless, both the above usages are well established and, although they may be inelegant, they are generally accepted in standard English.





reasonable

 
/ˈrēz(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having sound judgment; fair and sensible




•
 
no reasonable person could have objected.










2.
 
based on good sense




•
 
it seems a reasonable enough request




•
 
the guilt of a person on trial must be proved beyond reasonable doubt.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person or animal) able to think, understand, or form judgments by a logical process




•
 
man is by nature reasonable.










4.
 
as much as is appropriate or fair; moderate




•
 
a police officer may use reasonable force to gain entry.










5.
 
fairly good; average




•
 
the carpet is in reasonable condition.










6.
 
(of a price or product) not too expensive




•
 
a restaurant serving excellent food at reasonable prices




•
 
they are lovely shoes and very reasonable.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
raisonable

 , suggested by Latin 
rationabilis

 ‘rational,’ from 
ratio

 (see reason
 ).





reasonableness

 
/ˈrēz(ə)nəb(ə)lnəs/






noun



1.
 
sound judgment; fairness




•
 
days which demand wise restraint and calm reasonableness.










2.
 
the quality of being based on good sense




•
 
he critically evaluated the reasonableness of each assumption.










3.
 
the quality of being as much as is appropriate or fair; moderateness




•
 
disputes about the reasonableness of certain costs.



















reasonable woman standard






noun






[Law]

 a guideline for determining what constitutes sexual harassment, based on suppositions about what a reasonable woman would find objectionable.













reasonably

 
/ˈrēz(ə)nəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a fair and sensible way




•
 
he began to talk calmly and reasonably about his future.










2.
 
by fair or sensible standards of judgment; rightly or justifiably




•
 
police must reasonably believe that a threat to the security of the embassy is present




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
it was assumed, 
reasonably enough

 , that the murder had taken place by the pond.










3.
 
to a moderate or acceptable degree: fairly; quite


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
she played the piano reasonably well.










4.
 
inexpensively




•
 
ski wear which looks good and is reasonably priced.



















reasoned

 
/ˈrēzənd/






adjective




underpinned by logic or good sense




•
 
a reasoned judgment.



















reasoning

 
/ˈrēz(ə)niNG/






noun




the action of thinking about something in a logical, sensible way




•
 
he explained the 
reasoning behind

 his decision at a media conference.



















reassemble

 
/ˌrēəˈsemb(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a group) gather together again




•
 
after lunch the class reassembled.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (something) together again




•
 
the trucks had to be reassembled on arrival.














II.
 
derivatives





reassembly

 
/ˌrēəˈsemblē /






noun





















reassert

 
/ˌrēəˈsərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assert again




•
 
he moved quickly to reassert his control.














II.
 
derivatives





reassertion

 
/ˌrēəˈsərSH(ə)n /






noun





















reassess

 
/ˌrēəˈses/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider or assess again, especially while paying attention to new or different factors




•
 
we have decided to reassess our timetable.



















reassessment

 
/ˌrēəˈsesmənt/






noun




the consideration or assessment of something again, in the light of new or different factors




•
 
publications will be subject to annual reassessment




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
her conclusion helped lead to a fundamental reassessment of dyslexia.



















reassign

 
/ˌrēəˈsīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
appoint (someone) to a different job or task




•
 
he had been reassigned to another post.










2.
 
allocate or distribute (work or resources) differently




•
 
a network which continually reassigns costs.



















reassignment

 
/ˌrēəˈsīnmənt/






noun



1.
 
the allocation or distribution of work or resources in a different way




•
 
reassignment of staff duties




•
 
her home feels spacious because of the clever reassignment of storage.










2.
 
appointment to a different post or role




•
 
employees were offered reassignment or early retirement




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
an officer could request a reassignment.



















reassortment

 
/ˌrēəˈsôrtmənt/






noun






[Genetics]

 recombination of genomic material, especially as it occurs naturally in related viruses.




•
 
reassortment also might occur in a person simultaneously infected by both types of flu.



















reassume

 
/ˌrēəˈso͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take on or gain (something) again




•
 
he reassumed the title of Governor General.














II.
 
derivatives





reassumption

 
/ˌrēəˈsəm(p)SH(ə)n /






noun





















reassurance

 
/ˌrēəˈSHo͝orəns/






noun



1.
 
the action of removing someone's doubts or fears




•
 
children need reassurance and praise.










2.
 
a statement or comment that removes someone's doubts or fears




•
 
we have been given 
reassurances that

 the water is safe to drink.



















reassure

 
/ˌrēəˈSHo͝or/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say or do something to remove the doubts and fears of someone




•
 
he understood her feelings and tried to reassure her




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]
 
Joachim reassured him that he was needed




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reassuring

 )
 
Gina gave her a reassuring smile.



















reassuringly

 
/ˌrēəˈSHo͝oriNGlē/






adverb




in a way that removes someone's doubts and fears




•
 
smiling reassuringly, he took her hand




•
 
the city was reassuringly familiar




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
reassuringly, it was still exactly the same.



















reattach

 
/ˌrēəˈtaCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach (something that has fallen or been taken off) in its former position.








II.
 
derivatives





reattachment

 
/ˌrēəˈtaCHmənt /






noun





















reattain

 
/ˌrēəˈtān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attain (an objective or position) again.








II.
 
derivatives





reattainment






noun





















reattempt

 
/ˌrēəˈtem(p)t/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to achieve (something) again




•
 
I reattempted entry.














II.
 
noun




a second or subsequent attempt




•
 
a reattempt to start the engine.



















Réaumur scale

 
/ˌrā-ōˈmyo͝or, rāˈōˌmyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




an obsolete scale of temperature at which water freezes at 0° and boils at 80° under standard conditions.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after René A. F. de 
Réaumur

 (1683–1757), French naturalist.






reave

 
/rēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 carry out raids in order to plunder.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 rob (a person or place) of something by force




•
 
reft of a crown, he yet may share the feast.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 steal (something).








II.
 
derivatives





reaver






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rēafian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
roven

 , German 
rauben

 , also to rob
 .





reawaken

 
/ˌrēəˈwākən/






verb




(with reference to a feeling or state) emerge or cause to emerge again; awaken again


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the sense of community started to reawaken in the 1970s




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his departure reawakened deep divisions within the party.



















Reb1


 
/reb/





I.
 
noun




a traditional Jewish title or form of address, corresponding to Sir, for a man who is not a rabbi (used preceding the forename or surname).











– origin

 Yiddish.






Reb2


 
/reb /

 
Johnny Reb





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a Confederate soldier in the American Civil War.











– origin

 abbreviation of rebel
 .





rebab

 
/riˈbäb/





I.
 
noun




a bowed or plucked stringed instrument of Arab origin, used especially in North Africa, the Middle East, and South Asia.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Arabic 
rabāb

 .





rebadge

 
/rēˈbaj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relaunch (a product) under a new name or logo.













rebaked

 
/rēˈbākt/






adjective




another term for twice-baked
 .













rebalance

 
/rēˈbaləns/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
balance again or restore the correct balance to.













rebar

 
/ˈrēˌbär/






noun




a steel reinforcing rod in concrete




•
 
a piece of rebar.



















rebarbative

 
/rəˈbärbədiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 unattractive and objectionable




•
 
rebarbative modern buildings.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
rébarbatif

 , 
-ive

 , from Old French 
se rebarber

 ‘face each other “beard to beard” aggressively,’ from 
barbe

 ‘beard.’





rebase

 
/rēˈbās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish a new base level for (a tax level, price index, etc.).













rebate1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌbāt /



1.
 
a partial refund to someone who has paid too much money for tax, rent, or a utility.




2.
 
a deduction or discount on a sum of money due.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈbāt ˈrēˌbāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay back (such a sum of money).








III.
 
derivatives





rebatable

 
/ˈrēˌbātəbəl, riˈbāt- /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘diminish (a sum or amount)’): from Anglo-Norman French 
rebatre

 ‘beat back,’ also ‘deduct.’





rebate2


 
/ˈrabit ˈrēˌbāt/





I.
 
noun, verb




another term for rabbet
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of rabbet
 .






rebbe

 
/ˈrebə, -bē/





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 a rabbi, especially a religious leader of the Hasidic sect.











– origin

 Yiddish, from Hebrew 
rabbī

 ‘rabbi.’





rebbetzin

 
/rəˈbetsin, ˈrebət- /

 
rebbitzin





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 the wife of a rabbi.




2.
 


[Judaism]

 a female religious teacher.











– origin

 Yiddish, feminine of 
rebbe

 (see rebbe
 ).





rebec

 
/ˈrebək ˈrēˌbek /

 
rebeck





I.
 
noun




a medieval stringed instrument played with a bow, typically having three strings.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, based on Arabic 
rabāb

 .






rebel





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrebəl /



1.
 
a person who rises in opposition or armed resistance against an established government or ruler




•
 
Tory rebels




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
rebel forces.










2.
 
a person who resists authority, control, or convention.








II.
 
verb

 — (
rebel

 ) /reˈbəl /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rise in opposition or armed resistance to an established government or ruler




•
 
the Earl of Pembroke subsequently rebelled against Henry III.










2.
 
(of a person) resist authority, control, or convention




•
 
respect did not prevent children from rebelling against their parents.










3.
 
show or feel repugnance for or resistance to something




•
 
as I came over the hill my legs rebelled—I could walk no further.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rebelle

 (noun), 
rebeller

 (verb), from Latin 
rebellis

 (used originally with reference to a fresh declaration of war by the defeated), based on 
bellum

 ‘war.’





rebellion

 
/rəˈbelyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of violent or open resistance to an established government or ruler




•
 
the authorities put down a rebellion by landless colonials




•
 
Simon de Montfort rose in rebellion.










2.
 
the action or process of resisting authority, control, or convention




•
 
an act of teenage rebellion.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
rebellio(n-)

 , from 
rebellis

 (see rebel
 ).





rebellious

 
/rəˈbelyəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing a desire to resist authority, control, or convention




•
 
young people with a rebellious streak.










2.
 
(of a person, city, or state) engaged in opposition or armed resistance to an established government or ruler




•
 
the rebellious republics.










3.
 
(of a thing) not easily handled or kept in place




•
 
he smoothed back a rebellious lock of hair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rebelliously

 
/rəˈbelyəslē /






adverb













2.
 
rebelliousness

 
/rəˈbelyəsnəs /






noun





















rebel yell






noun




a shout or battle cry used by the Confederates during the American Civil War.













rebid





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈbid /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bid again




•
 
it will be in an ideal position when it comes to rebidding for its franchise.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌbid /



1.
 
a further bid.














rebind

 
/rēˈbīnd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a new binding to (a book).













rebirth

 
/rēˈbərTH/






noun



1.
 
the process of being reincarnated or born again




•
 
the endless cycle of birth, death, and rebirth.










2.
 
the action of reappearing or starting to flourish or increase after a decline; revival




•
 
the rebirth of a defeated nation.



















rebirthing

 
/rēˈbərTHiNG/





I.
 
noun




a form of psychotherapy involving controlled breathing intended to simulate the trauma of being born.








II.
 
derivatives





rebirther

 
/-THər /






noun





















reblochon

 
/ˌrebləˈSHôn/





I.
 
noun




a kind of soft French cheese, made originally and chiefly in Savoy.











– origin

 French.





rebook

 
/rēˈbo͝ok/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
book (accommodation or a ticket) again




•
 
passengers were allowed to rebook those flights on Northwest or Pinnacle




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a third of the tourists had rebooked for next year.



















reboot





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈbo͞ot /



1.
 
(with reference to a computer system) boot or be booted again.


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the new value will not be in force until you reboot the system.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the computer would not reboot.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — restart or revive (a process or sequence, especially a series of films or television programs); give fresh impetus to




•
 
I hope that the filmmakers make the most of the opportunity to reboot the franchise




•
 
Crane attempts to reboot his flagging career.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēbo͞ot /



1.
 
an act or instance of booting a computer system again.




2.
 
something, especially a series of films or television programs, that has been restarted or revived




•
 
British television had a big hit with the reboot of Doctor Who.



















rebore





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈbôr /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bore out (the cylinders of an internal combustion engine) again, typically in order to widen them.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēbôr /



1.
 
an act of reboring an engine's cylinders.




2.
 
an engine with rebored cylinders.













reborn

 
/rēˈbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
brought back to life or activity




•
 
the grand concourse stands reborn as a four-star restaurant.










2.
 
having experienced a complete spiritual change




•
 
a reborn Catholic.




















rebound1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈbound ˈrēˌbound /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bounce back through the air after hitting a hard surface or object




•
 
his shot hammered into the post and rebounded across the goal.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — recover in value, amount, or strength after a previous decrease or decline




•
 
NASDAQ rebounded to show a twenty-point gain.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
rebound on/upon

 )
 — (of an event or situation) have an unexpected adverse consequence for (someone, especially the person responsible for it)




•
 
Nicholas's tricks are rebounding on him.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Basketball]

 gain possession of a missed shot after it bounces off the backboard or basket rim.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌbound /



1.
 
(in sporting contexts) a ball or shot that bounces back after striking a hard surface




•
 
he blasted the rebound into the net.










2.
 


[Basketball]

 a recovery of possession of a missed shot.




3.
 
an instance of increasing in value, amount, or strength after a previous decline




•
 
they revealed a big rebound in profits for last year.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the recurrence of a medical condition, especially after withdrawal of medication




•
 
rebound hypertension.














III.
 
phrases





on the rebound






still affected by the emotional distress caused by the ending of a romantic or sexual relationship




•
 
I was on the rebound when I met Jack.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rebondir

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
bondir

 ‘bounce up.’





rebound2


 
/rēˈbound/






past and past participle of rebind
 .









rebounder

 
/ˈrēˌboundər, riˈboun-/






noun






[Basketball]

 a player who rebounds the ball or is especially proficient at doing so.













rebozo

 
/riˈbōzō, -sō/





I.
 
noun




a long scarf covering the head and shoulders, traditionally worn by Spanish-American women.











– origin

 Spanish.





rebrand

 
/rēˈbrand/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
rebranding

 )


1.
 
change the corporate image of (a company or organization).













rebreathe

 
/rēˈbrēT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breathe in (exhaled air).













rebreather

 
/rēˈbrēT͟Hər/






noun




an aqualung in which the diver's exhaled breath is partially purified of carbon dioxide, mixed with more oxygen, and then breathed again by the diver.













rebroadcast

 
/ˌrēˈbrôdkast/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
broadcast or relay (a program or signal) again.








II.
 
noun




a repeated or relayed broadcast.








III.
 
derivatives





rebroadcaster






noun





















rebuff

 
/rəˈbəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reject (someone or something) in an abrupt or ungracious manner




•
 
I asked her to be my wife, and was rebuffed in no uncertain terms.














II.
 
noun




an abrupt or ungracious refusal or rejection of an offer, request, or friendly gesture




•
 
any attempt to win her friendship was met with rebuffs.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
rebuffer

 (verb), 
rebuffe

 (noun), from Italian 
ri-

 (expressing opposition) + 
buffo

 ‘a gust, puff,’ of imitative origin.





rebuild

 
/rēˈbild/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
build (something) again after it has been damaged or destroyed




•
 
he rebuilt the cathedral church




•
 


‹figurative›

 we try to help them rebuild their lives.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌbild /



1.
 
an instance or rebuilding something, especially a vehicle or other machine.




2.
 
a thing that has been rebuilt, especially a part of a motor vehicle, e.g., a motor or an alternator.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rebuildable






adjective













2.
 
rebuilder






noun





















rebuke

 
/rəˈbyo͞ok/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express sharp disapproval or criticism of (someone) because of their behavior or actions




•
 
she had 
rebuked

 him 
for

 drinking too much




•
 
the judge publicly rebuked the jury.














II.
 
noun




an expression of sharp disapproval or criticism




•
 
he hadn't meant it as a rebuke, but Neil flinched.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rebuker






noun













2.
 
rebukingly

 
/rəˈbyo͞okiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘force back, repress’): from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
rebuker

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, down’ + 
bukier

 ‘to beat’ (originally ‘cut down wood,’ from Old French 
busche

 ‘log’).





rebury

 
/ˌrēˈberē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bury again.








II.
 
derivatives





reburial






noun





















rebus

 
/ˈrēbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a puzzle in which words are represented by combinations of pictures and individual letters; for instance, 
apex

 might be represented by a picture of an ape followed by a letter 
X

 .




2.
 


‹historical›

 an ornamental device associated with a person to whose name it punningly alludes.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
rébus

 , from Latin 
rebus

 , ablative plural of 
res

 ‘thing.’





rebut

 
/rəˈbət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
claim or prove that (evidence or an accusation) is false




•
 
he had to rebut charges of acting for the convenience of his political friends.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 drive back or repel (a person or attack).








II.
 
derivatives





rebuttable

 
/rəˈbədəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘rebuke’ and ‘repulse’): from Anglo-Norman French 
rebuter

 , from Old French 
re-

 (expressing opposition) + 
boter

 ‘to butt.’ Sense 1 (originally a legal use) dates from the early 19th cent.





rebuttal

 
/rəˈbədl/






noun



1.
 
a refutation or contradiction.




2.
 
another term for rebutter
 .














rebutter

 
/rəˈbədər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 a defendant's reply to the plaintiff's surrejoinder.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
rebuter

 (from Old French 
rebut

 ‘a reproach, rebuke’) + -al
 .





rec

 
/rek/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 recreation


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the rec center.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





rec.






abbreviation



1.
 
receipt.




2.
 
(in prescriptions) fresh.

[from Latin 
recens

 .]




3.
 
recipe.




4.
 
record.




5.
 
recorder.




6.
 
recording.













recalcitrant

 
/rəˈkalsətrənt/





I.
 
adjective




having an obstinately uncooperative attitude toward authority or discipline




•
 
a class of recalcitrant fifteen-year-olds.














II.
 
noun




a person with an obstinately uncooperative attitude.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recalcitrance

 
/rəˈkalsətrəns /






noun













2.
 
recalcitrantly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
recalcitrant-

 ‘kicking out with the heels,’ from the verb 
recalcitrare

 , based on 
calx

 , 
calc-

 ‘heel.’





recalculate

 
/rəˈkalkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
calculate again, typically using different data.








II.
 
derivatives





recalculation

 
/rəˌkalkyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun





















recalescence

 
/ˌrēkəˈlesəns/





I.
 
noun






[Metallurgy]

 a temporary rise in temperature during cooling of a metal, caused by a change in crystal structure.








II.
 
derivatives





recalescent






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + Latin 
calescere

 ‘grow hot’ + -ence
 .





recalibrate

 
/ˌrēˈkalibrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
calibrate (something) again or differently




•
 
the sensors had to be recalibrated.



















recall





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈkôl /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (a fact, event, or situation) back into one's mind, especially so as to recount it to others; remember




•
 
I can still vaguely recall being taken to the hospital




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“He was awfully fond of teasing people,” she recalled




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he recalled how he felt at the time.










2.
 
cause one to remember or think of




•
 
the film's analysis of contemporary concerns recalls 
The Big Chill

 .










3.
 
(
recall someone/something to

 )
 — bring the memory or thought of someone or something to (a person or their mind)




•
 
the smell of a black-currant bush has ever since recalled to me that evening.










4.
 
call up (stored computer data) for processing or display.




5.
 
officially order (someone) to return to a place




•
 
the Panamanian ambassador was recalled from Peru.










6.
 
select (a sports player) as a member of a team from which they have previously been dropped




•
 
the Fulham defender has been 
recalled to

 the Welsh squad for the World Cup.










7.
 
(of a manufacturer) request all the purchasers of (a certain product) to return it, as the result of the discovery of a fault.




8.
 
bring (someone) out of a state of inattention or reverie




•
 
her action 
recalled

 him 
to

 the present.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 revoke or annul (an action or decision).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌkôl rēˈkôl /



1.
 
an act or instance of officially recalling someone or something




•
 
a recall of Parliament.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the removal of an elected government official from office by a petition followed by voting.




3.
 
the action or faculty of remembering something learned or experienced




•
 
he has amazing recall




•
 
people's understanding and subsequent recall of stories or events.










4.
 
the proportion of the number of relevant documents retrieved from a database in response to an inquiry.








III.
 
phrases





beyond recall






in such a way that restoration is impossible




•
 
shopping developments have already blighted other parts of the city beyond recall.


















IV.
 
derivatives





recallable

 
/rəˈkôləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): from re-
 ‘again’ + call
 , suggested by Latin 
revocare

 or French 
rappeler

 ‘call back.’





recant

 
/rəˈkant/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say that one no longer holds an opinion or belief, especially one considered heretical




•
 
heretics were burned if they would not recant




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Galileo was forced to recant his assertion that the earth orbited the sun.














II.
 
derivatives





recanter

 
/rəˈkan(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
recantare

 ‘revoke,’ from 
re-

 (expressing reversal) + 
cantare

 ‘sing, chant.’





recantation

 
/ˌrēˌkanˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




a statement that one no longer holds a particular opinion or belief; a retraction




•
 
every writer interprets Galileo's recantation in a different way.



















recap

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈkap /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
state again as a summary; recapitulate




•
 
a way of recapping the story so far




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
to recap, it’s been a year full of ups and downs.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌkap /



1.
 
a summary of what has been said; a recapitulation




•
 
a quick recap of the idea and its main advantages.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





recapitalize

 
/rēˈkapədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a business) with more capital, especially by replacing debt with stock.








II.
 
derivatives





recapitalization

 
/rēˌkapədlˌīˈzāSHən /






noun





















recapitulate

 
/ˌrēkəˈpiCHəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
summarize and state again the main points of




•
 
he began to recapitulate his argument with care.










2.
 


[Biology]

 repeat (an evolutionary or other process) during development and growth.








II.
 
derivatives





recapitulatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
recapitulat-

 ‘gone through heading by heading,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
capitulum

 ‘chapter’ (diminutive of 
caput

 ‘head’).





recapitulation

 
/ˌrēkəˌpiCHəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
an act or instance of summarizing and restating the main points of something




•
 
his recapitulation of the argument.










2.
 


[Biology]

 the repetition of an evolutionary or other process during development or growth.




3.
 


[Music]

 a part of a movement (especially one in sonata form) in which themes from the exposition are restated.














recapitulation theory






noun




another term for biogenetic law
 .













recaption

 
/rēˈkapSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the action of taking back, without legal process, property of one's own that has been wrongfully taken or withheld.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Anglo-Latin 
recaptio(n-)

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + Latin 
captio(n-)

 ‘taking.’





recapture

 
/rēˈkapCHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
capture (a person or animal that has escaped)




•
 
armed police have recaptured a prisoner who's been on the run for five days.










2.
 
recover (something taken or lost)




•
 
Edward I recaptured the castle




•
 
Democrats might recapture both the House and the Senate.










3.
 
recreate or experience again (a past time, event, or feeling)




•
 
the programs give viewers a chance to recapture their own childhoods.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of recapturing.













recast

 
/rēˈkast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (a metal object) a different form by melting it down and reshaping it.




2.
 
present or organize in a different form or style




•
 
his doctoral thesis has been recast for the general reader.










3.
 
allocate the parts in (a play or film) to different actors




•
 
there were moves to recast the play.



















recd






abbreviation




received.














recede

 
/rəˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go or move back or further away from a previous position




•
 
the flood waters had receded




•
 
his footsteps receded down the corridor.










2.
 
(of a quality, feeling, or possibility) gradually diminish




•
 
the prospects of an early end to the war receded.










3.
 
(of a man's hair) cease to grow at the temples and above the forehead




•
 
his dark hair was was receding a little




•
 (as 
adj.

 
receding

 )
 
a receding hairline.










4.
 
(of a man) begin to go bald at the temples or above the forehead




•
 
Fred was receding a bit.










5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
receding

 )
 — (of a facial feature) slope backward




•
 
a slightly receding chin.










6.
 
(
recede from

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 withdraw from (an undertaking, promise, or agreement).











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘depart from (a usual state or standard)’): from Latin 
recedere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





receipt

 
/rəˈsēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of receiving something or the fact of its being received




•
 
I would be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt of this letter




•
 
this office is already 
in receipt of

 your midterm grades.










2.
 
a written or printed statement acknowledging that something has been paid for or that goods have been received.




3.
 
(
receipts

 )
 — an amount of money received during a particular period by an organization or business




•
 
box-office receipts.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a recipe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
receipted

 )


1.
 
mark (a bill) as paid




•
 
the receipted hotel bill.










2.
 
write a receipt for (goods or money)




•
 
all fish shall be receipted at time of purchase.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
receite

 , from medieval Latin 
recepta

 ‘received,’ feminine past participle of Latin 
recipere

 . The 
-p-

 was inserted in imitation of the Latin spelling.





receivable

 
/rəˈsēvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be received.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
receivables

 )


1.
 
amounts owed to a business, regarded as assets.














receive

 
/rəˈsēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be given, presented with, or paid (something)




•
 
most businesses will receive a tax cut




•
 
she received her prize from the manager.










2.
 
take delivery of (something sent or communicated)




•
 
he received fifty inquiries after advertising the job.










3.
 
buy or accept goods in the knowledge that they have been stolen




•
 
a man convicted of receiving stolen property.










4.
 
detect or pick up (broadcast signals)




•
 
Turkish television began to be received in Tashkent.










5.
 
form (an idea or impression) as a result of perception or experience




•
 
the impression she received was one of unhurried leisure.










6.
 
(in tennis and similar games) be the player to whom the server serves (the ball).




7.
 
(in Christian services) eat or drink (the Eucharistic bread or wine)




•
 
he received Communion and left.










8.
 
consent to formally hear (an oath or confession)




•
 
he failed to find a magistrate to receive his oath.










9.
 
serve as a receptacle for




•
 
the basin that receives your blood.










10.
 
suffer, experience, or be subject to (specified treatment)




•
 
the event received wide press coverage




•
 
he received an eight-year prison sentence




•
 
she received only cuts and bruises.










11.
 
(usu. 
be received

 )
 — respond to (something) in a specified way




•
 
her first poem was not well received.










12.
 
meet with (a specified response or reaction)




•
 
the rulings have received widespread acceptance.










13.
 
(as 
adj.

 
received

 )
 — widely accepted as authoritative or true




•
 
the myths and received wisdom about the country's past.










14.
 
meet and have to withstand




•
 
the landward slopes receive the full force of the wind.










15.
 
greet or welcome (a visitor) formally




•
 
representatives of the club will be received by the Mayor.










16.
 
be visited by




•
 
she was not allowed to receive visitors.










17.
 
admit as a member




•
 
hundreds of converts were 
received into

 the Church.










18.
 
provide space or accommodations for




•
 
three lines are reserved for special vehicles, and the remaining lines receive the general rolling stock.














II.
 
phrases





be at (or on) the receiving end





a.
 
be the person to whom a telephone call is made.




b.
 


‹informal›

 be subjected to something unpleasant




•
 
she found herself on the receiving end of a good deal of teasing.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
receivre

 , based on Latin 
recipere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





received pronunciation

 
received standard






noun




the standard form of British English pronunciation, based on educated speech in southern England.














receiver

 
/rəˈsēvər/






noun



1.
 
the part of a telephone apparatus contained in the earpiece, in which electrical signals are converted into sounds.




2.
 
a complete telephone handset




•
 
he picked up the receiver.










3.
 
a piece of radio or television apparatus that detects broadcast signals and converts them into visible or audible form




•
 
a satellite receiver.










4.
 
a person who gets or accepts something that has been sent or given to them




•
 
the receiver of a gift.










5.
 
(in tennis and similar games) the player to whom the ball is served to begin play.




6.
 


[Football]

 a player who catches a pass or a kick.




7.
 
a person who buys or accepts stolen goods in the knowledge that they have been stolen.




8.
 
a person or company appointed by a court to manage the financial affairs of a business or person that has gone bankrupt




•
 
the company is in the hands of the receivers.










9.
 


[Chemistry]

 a container for collecting the products of distillation, chromatography, or other process.




10.
 
the part of a firearm that houses the action and to which the barrel and other parts are attached.













receivership

 
/rəˈsēvərˌSHip/






noun




the state of being dealt with by an official receiver




•
 
the company went 
into receivership

 last week.



















receiving line

 
/rəˈsēviNG rēˈsēviNG līn/






noun




a collection of people who gather in a row to greet guests as they arrive at a formal social event.













recension

 
/rəˈsen(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a revised edition of a text; an act of making a revised edition of a text.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘survey, review’): from Latin 
recensio(n-)

 , from 
recensere

 ‘revise,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
censere

 ‘to review.’





recent

 
/ˈrēs(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having happened, begun, or been done not long ago or not long before; belonging to a past period of time comparatively close to the present




•
 
his recent visit to Britain




•
 
a recent edition of the newspaper.










2.
 
(
Recent

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 another term for Holocene
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (
the Recent

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 the Holocene epoch.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recency

 
/ˈrēs(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
recentness

 
/ˈrēs(ə)n(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fresh’): from Latin 
recens

 , 
recent-

 or French 
récent

 .





recently

 
/ˈrēs(ə)n(t)lē/






adverb




at a recent time; not long ago




•
 
I recently bought a CD player




•
 


until recently

 he was an architect.



















receptacle

 
/rəˈseptək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object or space used to contain something




•
 
trash receptacles.










2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 an organ or structure that receives a secretion, eggs, sperm, etc.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an electrical outlet into which the plug of an electrical device may be inserted.




4.
 


[Botany]

 an enlarged area at the apex of a stem that bears the organs of a flower or the florets of a flower head.




5.
 
a structure supporting the sexual organs in some algae, mosses, and liverworts.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
receptaculum

 , from 
receptare

 ‘receive back,’ frequentative of 
recipere

 (see receive
 ).





reception

 
/rəˈsepSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of receiving something sent, given, or inflicted




•
 
the reception of impulses from other neurons




•
 
the reception of the sacrament.










2.
 
the way in which a person or group of people reacts to someone or something




•
 
the proposal continued to get a lukewarm reception on Wall Street.










3.
 
the receiving of broadcast signals




•
 
a microchip that will allow parents to block reception of violent programs.










4.
 
the quality of this




•
 
I had to put up with poor radio reception.










5.
 
the action of admitting someone to a place, group, or institution or the process of being admitted




•
 
their reception into the Church.










6.
 
the formal or ceremonious welcoming of a guest




•
 
his reception by the Prime Minister.










7.
 


[Football]

 an act of catching the ball.




8.
 
a formal social occasion held to welcome someone or to celebrate a particular event




•
 
a wedding reception.










9.
 
the area in a hotel, office, or other establishment where guests and visitors are greeted and dealt with


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the reception desk.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
receptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
recipere

 (see receive
 ).





receptionist

 
/rəˈsepSH(ə)nəst/






noun




a person employed in an office or other establishment to answer the telephone, deal with clients, and greet visitors.













reception room






noun




a room in a hotel or other building used for functions such as parties and meetings.














receptive

 
/rəˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able or willing to receive something, especially signals or stimuli.




2.
 
willing to consider or accept new suggestions and ideas




•
 
a receptive audience




•
 
the institution was 
receptive to

 new ideas.










3.
 
(of a female animal) ready to mate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
receptively

 
/rəˈseptivlē /






adverb













2.
 
receptiveness

 
/rəˈseptivnəs /






noun













3.
 
receptivity

 
/ˌrēˌsepˈtivədē /






noun






















receptor

 
/rēˈseptər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 an organ or cell able to respond to light, heat, or other external stimulus and transmit a signal to a sensory nerve.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 a region of tissue, or a molecule in a cell membrane, that responds specifically to a particular neurotransmitter, hormone, antigen, or other substance.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Latin 
receptor

 , from 
recept-

 ‘taken back,’ from the verb 
recipere

 (see receive
 ).






recess

 
/ˈrēˌses rə-ˈses/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small space created by building part of a wall further back from the rest




•
 
a table set into a recess.










2.
 
a hollow space inside something




•
 
the concrete block has a recess in its base.










3.
 
(usu. 
recesses

 )
 — a remote, secluded, or secret place




•
 
the recesses of the silent pine forest




•
 


‹figurative›

 the dark recesses of his soul.










4.
 
a period of time when the proceedings of a parliament, committee, court of law, or other official body are temporarily suspended




•
 
talks resumed after a month's recess




•
 
the Senate was 
in recess

 .










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a break between school classes




•
 
the mid-morning recess.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
recessed

 )
 — attach (a fixture) by setting it back into the wall or surface to which it is fixed




•
 
recessed ceiling lights.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of formal proceedings) be temporarily suspended




•
 
the talks recessed at 2:15.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — suspend (such proceedings) temporarily.




4.
 
(of an official body) suspend its proceedings for a period of time.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘withdrawal, departure’): from Latin 
recessus

 , from 
recedere

 ‘go back’ (see recede
 ). The verb dates from the early 19th cent.






recession

 
/rəˈseSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of temporary economic decline during which trade and industrial activity are reduced, generally identified by a fall in GDP in two successive quarters.




2.
 


[chiefly Astronomy]

 the action of receding; motion away from an observer.








II.
 
derivatives





recessionary

 
/rəˈseSHəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
recessio(n-)

 , from 
recess-

 ‘gone back,’ from the verb 
recedere

 (see recede
 ).





recessional

 
/rəˈseSH(ə)n(ə)l rēˈseSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an economic recession




•
 
recessional times.










2.
 


[chiefly Astronomy]

 relating to or denoting motion away from the observer.




3.
 


[Geology]

 (of a moraine or other deposit) left during a pause in the retreat of a glacier or ice sheet.








II.
 
noun




a hymn sung while the clergy and choir process out of church at the end of a service.

Compare with processional
 .













recessionista

 
/rəseSHəˈnēstə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a woman who seeks to remain fashionable or stylish despite financial difficulties or a limited budget.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from recession
 + -ista
 .






recessive

 
/rəˈsesiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Genetics]

 relating to or denoting heritable characteristics controlled by genes that are expressed in offspring only when inherited from both parents, i.e., when not masked by a dominant characteristic inherited from one parent.

Often contrasted with dominant
 .




2.
 
undergoing an economic recession




•
 
the recessive housing market.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of the stress on a word or phrase) tending to fall on the first syllable.








II.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 a recessive trait or gene.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recessively






adverb













2.
 
recessiveness






noun













3.
 
recessivity

 
/ˌrēˌsesˈivətē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from recess
 , on the pattern of 
excessive

 .





Rechabite

 
/ˈrekəˌbīt/






noun




(in the Bible) a member of an Israelite family, descended from Rechab, who refused to drink wine or live in houses (Jer. 35).













recharge





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈCHärj /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore an electric charge to (a battery or a battery-operated device) by connecting it to a device that draws power from another source of electricity




•
 
he plugged his razor in to recharge it.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a battery or battery-operated device) be refilled with electrical power




•
 
the drill takes about three hours to recharge.










3.
 
refill (a container, lake, or aquifer) with water.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be refilled




•
 
the rate at which the aquifer recharges naturally.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) return to a normal state of mind or strength after a period of physical or mental exertion




•
 
she needs a bit of time to recharge after giving so much of herself this morning.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēCHärj /



1.
 
the replenishment of an aquifer by the absorption of water.








III.
 
phrases





recharge one's batteries






regain one's strength and energy by resting and relaxing for a time.












IV.
 
derivatives





recharger

 
/rēˈCHärjər /






noun





















rechargeable

 
/rēˈCHärjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a battery or a battery-operated device) able to have its electrical energy restored by connection to a power supply




•
 
a rechargeable flashlight.














II.
 
noun




a battery which is able to have its electrical energy restored by connection to a power supply




•
 
the camera can be powered by conventional AA rechargeables.



















réchauffé

 
/ˌrāˌSHōˈfā, -ˈSHōˌfā/





I.
 
noun




a dish of warmed-up food left over from a previous meal.











– origin

 French, literally ‘reheated,’ past participle of 
réchauffer

 .





recheck





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈCHek /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
check or verify again




•
 
recheck all the wiring.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/rēˈCHek /



1.
 
an act of checking or verifying something again




•
 
a recheck of the data.



















recherché

 
/rəˌSHerˈSHā/





I.
 
adjective




rare, exotic, or obscure




•
 
a few linguistic terms are perhaps a bit recherché for the average readership.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘carefully sought out,’ past participle of 
rechercher

 .





rechristen

 
/ˌrēˈkris(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
give a new name to




•
 
he rechristened Zaire the Democratic Republic of Congo.



















recidivism

 
/rəˈsidəˌvizəm/






noun




the tendency of a convicted criminal to reoffend




•
 
the prison has succeeded in reducing recidivism.



















recidivist

 
/rəˈsidəvəst/





I.
 
noun




a convicted criminal who reoffends, especially repeatedly.








II.
 
adjective




denoting a person who repeatedly reoffends




•
 
recidivist male prisoners




•
 
women are rarely recidivist.














III.
 
derivatives





recidivistic

 
/riˌsidəˈvistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
récidiviste

 , from 
récidiver

 ‘fall back,’ based on Latin 
recidivus

 ‘falling back,’ from the verb 
recidere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
cadere

 ‘to fall.’






Recife

 
/reˈsēfā/






a port on the Atlantic coast of northeastern Brazil, capital of the state of Pernambuco; pop. 1,533,580 (2007).

Former name Pernambuco
 .









recip.






abbreviation



1.
 
reciprocal.




2.
 
reciprocity.













recipe

 
/ˈresəˌpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of instructions for preparing a particular dish, including a list of the ingredients required




•
 
a traditional Indonesian recipe.










2.
 
something that is likely to lead to a particular outcome




•
 
sky-high interest rates are 
a recipe for

 disaster.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a medical prescription.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘receive!’ (first used as an instruction in medical prescriptions), imperative of 
recipere

 .





recipient

 
/rəˈsipēənt/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that receives or is awarded something




•
 
the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
receiving or capable or receiving something




•
 
a recipient country.














III.
 
derivatives





recipiency

 
/rəˈsipēənsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
recipient-

 ‘receiving,’ from the verb 
recipere

 .






reciprocal

 
/rəˈsiprək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
given, felt, or done in return




•
 
she was hoping for some reciprocal comment or gesture.










2.
 
(of an agreement or obligation) bearing on or binding each of two parties equally




•
 
the treaty is a bilateral commitment with reciprocal rights and duties.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a pronoun or verb) expressing mutual action or relationship.




4.
 
(of a course or bearing) differing from a given course or bearing by 180 degrees.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a quantity or function) related to another so that their product is one.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a mathematical expression or function so related to another that their product is one; the quantity obtained by dividing the number one by a given quantity.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a pronoun or verb expressing mutual action or relationship, e.g., 
each other

 , 
fight

 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reciprocality

 
/rəˌsiprəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
reciprocally

 
/rəˈsiprək(ə)lē rēˈsiprək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
reciprocus

 (based on 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
pro-

 ‘forward’) + -al
 .





reciprocal cross






noun






[Genetics]

 a pair of crosses between a male of one strain and a female of another, and vice versa.














reciprocate

 
/rəˈsiprəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — respond to (a gesture or action) by making a corresponding one




•
 
the favor was reciprocated




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
perhaps I was expected to reciprocate with some remark of my own.










2.
 
experience the same (love, liking, or affection) for someone as that person does for oneself




•
 
her passion for him was not reciprocated.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
reciprocating

 )
 — (of a part of a machine) move backward and forward in a straight line




•
 
a reciprocating blade.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reciprocation

 
/rəˌsiprəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
reciprocator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
reciprocat-

 ‘moved backwards and forwards’ from the verb 
reciprocare

 , from 
reciprocus

 (see reciprocal
 ).





reciprocating engine

 
/rəˈsiprəˌkādiNG ˈenjən rēˈsiprəˌkādiNG ˈenjən/






noun




an engine in which one or more pistons move up and down in cylinders; a piston engine.













reciprocity

 
/ˌresəˈpräsədē/





I.
 
noun




the practice of exchanging things with others for mutual benefit, especially privileges granted by one country or organization to another.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
réciprocité

 , from 
réciproque

 , from Latin 
reciprocus

 ‘moving backward and forward’ (see reciprocate
 ).





reciprocity failure






noun






[Photography]

 failure of an emulsion to follow the principle that the degree of darkening is constant for a given product of light intensity and exposure time, typically at very low or very high light intensities.













recirculate

 
/ˌrēˈsərkyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
circulate again.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fluid) circulate continuously




•
 
the air is supposed to recirculate within the turboshaft engine.














II.
 
derivatives





recirculation






noun





















recital

 
/rəˈsīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the performance of a program of music by a solo instrumentalist or singer or by a small group




•
 
a piano recital.










2.
 
an enumeration or listing of connected names, facts, or elements;




•
 
a recital of their misfortunes.










3.
 
(usu. 
recitals

 )
 — 

[Law]

 the part of a legal document that explains the purpose of the deed and gives factual information.








II.
 
derivatives





recitalist

 
/rəˈsīdlist /






noun





















recitation

 
/ˌresəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of repeating something aloud from memory




•
 
the recitation of traditional poems.










2.
 
the repetition of a list of facts.














recitative

 
/ˌresədəˈtēv/





I.
 
noun




musical declamation of the kind usual in the narrative and dialogue parts of opera and oratorio, sung in the rhythm of ordinary speech with many words on the same note




•
 
singing in recitative.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
recitativo

 , from Latin 
recitare

 ‘to read out’ (see recite
 ).





recitativo

 
/ˌresədəˈtēvō/





I.
 
noun




another term for recitative
 .











– origin

 Italian.






recite

 
/rəˈsīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repeat aloud or declaim (a poem or passage) from memory before an audience




•
 
we provided our own entertainment by singing and reciting poetry.










2.
 
state (names, facts, etc.) in order




•
 
she recited the dates and names of kings and queens.














II.
 
derivatives





reciter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a legal term in the sense ‘state (a fact) in a document’): from Old French 
reciter

 or Latin 
recitare

 ‘read out,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
citare

 ‘cite.’






reck

 
/rek/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 pay heed to something




•
 
ye 
reck

 not 
of

 lands or goods




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
little recking where she was wandering




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he recks not Syria, recks not Britain.










2.
 
(
it recks

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 it is of importance




•
 
what recks it?

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; compare with reckless
 . The word became common in rhetorical and poetic language in the 19th cent.






reckless

 
/ˈrekləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their actions) without thinking or caring about the consequences of an action




•
 
reckless driving.

















– origin

 Old English 
reccelēas

 , from the Germanic base (meaning ‘care’) of reck
 .





recklessly

 
/ˈrekləslē/






adverb




without regard to the danger or the consequences of one's actions; rashly




•
 
he was driving recklessly and lost control




•
 
he accused banks of recklessly gambling with deposits.



















recklessness

 
/ˈrekləsnəs/






noun




lack of regard for the danger or consequences of one's actions; rashness




•
 
to fire a loaded shotgun was an act of utmost recklessness




•
 
the recklessness of youth.



















reckon

 
/ˈrekən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — establish by counting or calculation; calculate




•
 
his debts were 
reckoned at

 $300,000




•
 
the Byzantine year was reckoned from September 1.










2.
 
(
reckon someone/something among

 )
 — include in (a class or group)




•
 
in high school and college he was always reckoned among the brainiest.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 conclude after calculation; be of the opinion




•
 
he reckons that the army should pull out entirely




•
 
I reckon I can manage that.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — consider or regard in a specified way




•
 
it was generally reckoned a failure.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
reckon on

 )
 — rely on or be sure of doing, having, or dealing with




•
 
they had reckoned on a day or two more of privacy.










6.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 expect to do a particular thing




•
 
I reckon to get away by two-thirty.














II.
 
phrases





a —— to be reckoned with (or to reckon with)






a thing or person of considerable importance or ability that is not to be ignored or underestimated




•
 
the trade unions were a political force to be reckoned with.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs





reckon with (or without)





a.
 
take (or fail to take) into account




•
 
it must reckon with two great challenges.










b.
 
(
reckon with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 settle accounts with.















– origin

 Old English 
(ge)recenian

 ‘recount, relate’; related to Dutch 
rekenen

 and German 
rechnen

 ‘to count (up).’ Early senses included ‘give an account of items received’ and ‘mention things in order,’ which gave rise to the notion of ‘calculation’ and hence of ‘coming to a conclusion.’





reckoner

 
/ˈrekənər/






noun




a table or device designed to assist with calculation.













reckoning

 
/ˈrek(ə)niNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of calculating or estimating something




•
 
last year was not, by any reckoning, a particularly good one




•
 
the system of time reckoning in Babylon.










2.
 
a person's view, opinion, or judgment




•
 
by ancient reckoning, bacteria are plants.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a bill or account, or its settlement.




4.
 
the avenging or punishing of past mistakes or misdeeds




•
 
the fear of being brought to reckoning




•
 
there will be a terrible reckoning.



















reclaim

 
/rəˈklām/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
retrieve or recover (something previously lost, given, or paid); obtain the return of




•
 
he returned three years later to reclaim his title as director of advertising




•
 
when Dennis emerged I reclaimed my room.










2.
 
redeem (someone) from a state of vice; reform




•
 
societies for reclaiming beggars and prostitutes.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 tame or civilize (an animal or person).




4.
 
bring (waste land or land formerly under water) under cultivation




•
 
little money is available to reclaim and cultivate the desert




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reclaimed

 )
 
reclaimed land.










5.
 
recover (material) for reuse; recycle




•
 
a sufficient weight of plastic could easily be reclaimed.














II.
 
noun




the action or process of reclaiming or being reclaimed




•
 
beyond reclaim.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reclaimable

 
/rəˈklāməbəl rēˈklāməbəl /






adjective













2.
 
reclaimer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (used in falconry in the sense ‘recall’): from Old French 
reclamer

 , from Latin 
reclamare

 ‘cry out against,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
clamare

 ‘to shout.’





reclamation

 
/ˌrekləˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of claiming something back or of reasserting a right




•
 
the reclamation of our shared history




•
 
these memories are a conscious act of reclamation




•
 
I understand her work as a reclamation of a lost Italian cultural legacy.










2.
 
the cultivation of waste land or land formerly under water




•
 
the aggressive reclamation of woodlands for agricultural production




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a land reclamation project.



















réclame

 
/rāˈkläm/






noun



1.
 
public acclaim; notoriety.




2.
 
a hunger for publicity or flair for getting attention.













reclassification

 
/rēˌklasəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




assignment to a different class or category




•
 
the report recommended the reclassification of cannabis




•
 
education institutions seeking reclassification as universities




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
job reclassifications for staff.



















reclassify

 
/rēˈklasəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign to a different class or category




•
 
Hurricane Helene was reclassified as a bad storm.



















recline

 
/rəˈklīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lean or lie back in a relaxed position with the back supported




•
 
she was reclining in a deck chair




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reclining

 )
 
a reclining figure.










2.
 
(of a seat) be able to have the back moved into a sloping position




•
 
all the seats recline.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move the back of (a seat) into a sloping position.








II.
 
derivatives





reclinable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cause to lean back’): from Old French 
recliner

 or Latin 
reclinare

 ‘bend back, recline,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
clinare

 ‘to bend.’





recliner

 
/rəˈklīnər/






noun




an upholstered armchair that can be tilted backward, especially one with a footrest that simultaneously extends from the front.













reclothe

 
/rēˈklōT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress again, especially in different clothes




•
 
she was ceremonially reclothed in a new robe.



















recluse

 
/ˈrekˌlo͞os rəˈklo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a person who lives a solitary life and tends to avoid other people.








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 favoring a solitary life.








III.
 
derivatives





reclusion

 
/riˈklo͞oZHən /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reclus

 , past participle of 
reclure

 , from Latin 
recludere

 ‘enclose,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’





reclusive

 
/rəˈklo͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




avoiding the company of other people; solitary




•
 
a reclusive life in rural Ireland.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reclusively






adverb













2.
 
reclusiveness






noun





















recode

 
/rēˈkōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (something, especially a computer program) into a different code.




2.
 
assign a different code to.













recognition

 
/ˌrekəɡˈniSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of recognizing or being recognized, in particular




2.
 
identification of a thing or person from previous encounters or knowledge




•
 
she saw him pass by without a sign of recognition.










3.
 
acknowledgment of something's existence, validity, or legality




•
 
the unions must receive proper recognition.










4.
 
appreciation or acclaim for an achievement, service, or ability




•
 
his work was slow to gain recognition




•
 
she received the award 
in recognition of

 her courageous human rights work.










5.
 
(also 
diplomatic recognition

 )
 — formal acknowledgment by a country that another political entity fulfills the conditions of statehood and is eligible to be dealt with as a member of the international community.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the acknowledgment of a service): from Latin 
recognitio(n-)

 , from the verb 
recognoscere

 ‘know again, recall to mind’ (see recognize
 ).





recognizable

 
/ˌrekəɡˈnīzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be recognized or identified from previous encounters or knowledge.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recognizability

 
/ˌrekəɡˌnīzəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
recognizably

 
/ˌrekəɡˈnīzəblē /






adverb





















recognizance

 
/rəˈkäɡnəzəns rəˈkänəzəns/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a bond by which a person undertakes before a court or magistrate to observe some condition, especially to appear when summoned




•
 
he was released 
on his own recognizance

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reconnissance

 , from 
reconnaistre

 ‘recognize.’





recognizant

 
/rəˈkäɡnəzənt rəˈkänəzənt/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
recognizant of

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 conscious or aware of (something, especially a favor).














recognize

 
/ˈrekəɡˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
identify (someone or something) from having encountered them before; know again




•
 
I recognized her when her wig fell off




•
 
Julia hardly recognized Jill when they met.










2.
 
identify from knowledge of appearance or character




•
 
Pat is very good at recognizing wildflowers.










3.
 
(of a computer or other machine) automatically identify and respond correctly to (a sound, printed character, etc.).




4.
 
acknowledge the existence, validity, or legality of




•
 
the defense is recognized in Mexican law




•
 
he was 
recognized as

 an international authority




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is important to recognize that a variety of indirect forms of discrimination operate.










5.
 
officially regard (a qualification) as valid or proper




•
 
these qualifications are recognized by the Department of Education




•
 (as 
adj.

 
recognized

 )
 
courses that lead to recognized qualifications.










6.
 
grant diplomatic recognition to (a country or government)




•
 
they were refusing to recognize the puppet regime.










7.
 
show official appreciation of; reward formally




•
 
his work was recognized by an honorary degree from Georgetown University.










8.
 
(of a person presiding at a meeting or debate) call on (someone) to speak.








II.
 
derivatives





recognizer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (earliest attested as a term in Scots law): from Old French 
reconniss-

 , stem of 
reconnaistre

 , from Latin 
recognoscere

 ‘know again, recall to mind,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
cognoscere

 ‘learn.’





recoil





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈkoil /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suddenly spring or flinch back in fear, horror, or disgust




•
 
he recoiled in horror.










2.
 
feel fear, horror, or disgust at the thought or prospect of something; shrink mentally




•
 
Renee felt herself recoil at the very thought.










3.
 
(of a gun) move abruptly backward as a reaction on firing a bullet, shell, or other missile.




4.
 
rebound or spring back through force of impact or elasticity




•
 
the muscle has the ability to recoil.










5.
 
(
recoil on/upon

 )
 — (of an action) have an adverse reactive effect on (the originator)




•
 
the soothsayers agreed that all the dangers would recoil on the heads of those who were in possession of the entrails.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌkoil rəˈkoil /



1.
 
the action of recoiling




•
 
his body jerked with the recoil of the rifle.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the act of retreating): from Old French 
reculer

 ‘move back,’ based on Latin 
culus

 ‘buttocks.’






recollect

 
/ˌrekəˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remember (something); call to mind




•
 
he could not quite recollect the reason




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
can you recollect how your brother reacted?

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘gather’): from Latin 
recollect-

 ‘gathered back,’ from the verb 
recolligere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
colligere

 ‘collect.’





re-collect

 
/ˌrēkəˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
collect or gather again




•
 
after re-collecting our apples for the second time, Bruno brought us a couple of nice sturdy sacks.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: later form of recollect
 , from re-
 ‘once more’ + the verb collect
 1
 .





recollection

 
/ˌrekəˈlekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or faculty of remembering something




•
 


to the best of my recollection

 no one ever had a bad word to say about him.










2.
 
a thing recollected; a memory




•
 
a biography based on his wife's recollections.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in Platonic thought) anamnesis.








II.
 
derivatives





recollective

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting gathering things together again): from French or medieval Latin 
recollectio(n-)

 , from the verb 
recolligere

 ‘gather again’ (see recollect
 ).





Recollet

 
/ˌrākôˈlā, ˌrekəˈlet /

 
Recollect





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a reformed branch of the Franciscan order, founded in France in the late 16th century.











– origin

 from French 
récollet

 , from medieval Latin 
recollectus

 ‘gathered together,’ expressing a notion of concentration, and absorption in thought.





recolonize

 
/rēˈkäləˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of a plant or animal species) colonize (a region or habitat) again.








II.
 
derivatives





recolonization

 
/ˌrēˌkälənəˈzāSHən /






noun





















recolor

 
/ˌrēˈkələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 recolour






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
color again or differently.













recombinant

 
/rēˈkämbənənt /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting an organism, cell, or genetic material formed by recombination.








II.
 
noun




a recombinant organism, cell, or piece of genetic material.













recombinant DNA






noun




DNA that has been formed artificially by combining constituents from different organisms.













recombinase

 
/rəˈkämbəˌnās rəˈkämbəˌnāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that promotes genetic recombination.













recombination

 
/rēˌkämbəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process of recombining things.




2.
 


[Genetics]

 the rearrangement of genetic material, especially by crossing over in chromosomes or by the artificial joining of segments of DNA from different organisms.













recombine

 
/ˌrēkəmˈbīn/






verb




combine or cause to combine again or differently


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
carbohydrates can recombine with oxygen




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
decompose the calculation into components and recombine them to find the solution.



















recommence

 
/ˌrēkəˈmens/





I.
 
verb




begin or cause to begin again


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the war recommenced




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it was agreed to recommence talks.














II.
 
derivatives





recommencement

 
/ˌrēkəˈmensmənt /






noun





















recommend

 
/ˌrekəˈmend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put forward (someone or something) with approval as being suitable for a particular purpose or role




•
 
George had recommended some local architects




•
 
a book I 
recommended to

 a friend of mine.










2.
 
advise or suggest (something) as a course of action




•
 
some doctors recommend putting a board under the mattress




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the report recommended that criminal charges be brought.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — advise (someone) to do something




•
 
you are strongly recommended to seek professional advice.










4.
 
make (someone or something) appealing or desirable




•
 
the house had much to recommend it.










5.
 
(
recommend someone/something to

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 commend or entrust someone or something to (someone)




•
 
I devoutly recommended my spirit to its maker.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recommendable

 
/ˌrekəˈmendəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
recommendatory

 
/ˌrekəˈmendəˌtôrē /






adjective













3.
 
recommender

 
/ˌrekəˈmendər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
recommendare

 , from Latin 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
commendare

 ‘commit to the care of.’





recommendation

 
/ˌrekəmənˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a suggestion or proposal as to the best course of action, especially one put forward by an authoritative body




•
 
the committee put forward forty recommendations for change.










2.
 
the action of recommending something or someone




•
 
he selected his staff by personal recommendation.



















recommit

 
/ˌrēkəˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
commit again.




2.
 
return (a motion, proposal, or legislative bill) to a committee for further consideration.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recommitment

 
/ˌrēkəˈmitmənt /






noun













2.
 
recommittal

 
/ˌrēkəˈmidl /






noun





















recompense

 
/ˈrekəmˌpens/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make amends to (someone) for loss or harm suffered; compensate




•
 
offenders should recompense their victims




•
 
he was recompensed for the wasted time.










2.
 
pay or reward (someone) for effort or work




•
 
he was handsomely recompensed.










3.
 
make amends to or reward someone for (loss, harm, or effort)




•
 
he thought his loyalty had been inadequately recompensed.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 punish or reward (someone) appropriately for an action




•
 
according to their doings will he recompense them.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
compensation or reward given for loss or harm suffered or effort made




•
 
substantial damages were paid 
in recompense

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 restitution made or punishment inflicted for a wrong or injury.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from the verb 
recompenser

 ‘do a favor to requite a loss,’ from late Latin 
recompensare

 , from Latin 
re-

 ‘again’ (also expressing intensive force) + 
compensare

 ‘weigh one thing against another.’





recompile

 
/ˌrēkəmˈpīl /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compile (a program) again or differently.








II.
 
noun




a recompilation of a computer program.








III.
 
derivatives





recompilation

 
/ˌrēkämpəˈlāSHən /






noun





















recompose

 
/ˌrēkəmˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compose again or differently




•
 
a marble panel recomposed from fragments.














II.
 
derivatives





recomposition

 
/ˌrēˌkämpəˈziSHən /






noun





















recon

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌkän riˈkäːn /



1.
 
short for reconnaissance
 .








II.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈkän /



1.
 
short for reconnoiter
 .













reconcilable

 
/ˌrekənˈsīləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being reconciled; compatible




•
 
the two propositions are hardly reconcilable




•
 
the theory was quite 
reconcilable with

 industrialization.














II.
 
derivatives





reconcilability

 
/ˌrek(ə)nˌsīləˈbilədē /






noun





















reconcile

 
/ˈrekənˌsīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore friendly relations between




•
 
she wanted to be 
reconciled with

 her father




•
 
the news reconciled us.










2.
 
cause to coexist in harmony; make or show to be compatible




•
 
a landscape in which inner and outer vision were reconciled




•
 
you may have to adjust your ideal to 
reconcile

 it 
with

 reality.










3.
 
make (one account) consistent with another, especially by allowing for transactions begun but not yet completed




•
 
it is not necessary to reconcile the cost accounts to the financial accounts.










4.
 
settle (a disagreement)




•
 
advice on how to reconcile the conflict.










5.
 
(
reconcile someone to

 )
 — make someone accept (a disagreeable or unwelcome thing)




•
 
he could not reconcile himself to the thought of his mother stocking shelves




•
 
he was reconciled to leaving.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reconcilement

 
/ˈrek(ə)nˌsīlmənt /






noun













2.
 
reconciler






noun













3.
 
reconciliatory

 
/ˌrekənˈsilēəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reconcilier

 or Latin 
reconciliare

 , from Latin 
re-

 ‘back’ (also expressing intensive force) + 
conciliare

 ‘bring together.’





reconciliation

 
/ˌrekənˌsilēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the restoration of friendly relations




•
 
his 
reconciliation with

 your uncle




•
 
the colonel was seeking 
a reconciliation with

 his wife.










2.
 
the action of making one view or belief compatible with another




•
 
he aims to bring about a 
reconciliation between

 art and technology.










3.
 
the action of making financial accounts consistent; harmonization




•
 
the reconciliation process should be consistent with the business strategy.



















recondite

 
/ˈrekənˌdīt rəˈkänˌdīt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a subject or knowledge) little known; abstruse




•
 
the book is full of recondite information.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
reconditus

 ‘hidden, put away,’ past participle of 
recondere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
condere

 ‘put together, secrete.’





recondition

 
/ˌrēkənˈdiSH(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
condition again.




2.
 
overhaul or renovate (a vehicle engine or piece of equipment)




•
 
a ship was being reconditioned




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reconditioned

 )
 
a reconditioned engine.



















reconfiguration

 
/ˌrēkənˌfiɡyəˈrāSHən/






noun




the arrangement of parts or elements in a different form, figure, or combination




•
 
software reconfiguration




•
 
a major reconfiguration of care at the three hospitals is currently underway.



















reconfigure

 
/ˌrēkənˈfiɡyər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
configure (something) differently




•
 
you don't have to reconfigure the modem each time you make a connection.














II.
 
derivatives





reconfigurable






adjective





















reconfirm

 
/ˌrēkənˈfərm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confirm again




•
 
I was able to reconfirm this fact firsthand during my visit.














II.
 
derivatives





reconfirmation

 
/ˌrēˌkänfərˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun






















reconnaissance

 
/rəˈkänəsəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
military observation of a region to locate an enemy or ascertain strategic features




•
 
an excellent aircraft for low-level reconnaissance




•
 
after a reconnaissance our forces took the island




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
reconnaissance missions.










2.
 
preliminary surveying or research




•
 
conducting client reconnaissance.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
reconnaître

 ‘recognize’ (see reconnoiter
 ).





reconnect

 
/ˌrēkəˈnekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
connect back together




•
 
surgeons had to reconnect tendons, nerves, and veins.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — re-establish a bond of communication or emotion




•
 
in order to keep your marriage healthy, it is important to reconnect as mature individuals.














II.
 
derivatives





reconnection

 
/ˌrēkəˈnekSH(ə)n /






noun






















reconnoiter

 
/ˌrēkəˈnoidər ˌrekəˈnoidər /

 


‹Brit.›

 reconnoitre





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a military observation of (a region)




•
 
they reconnoitered the beach some weeks before the landing




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the raiders were reconnoitering for further attacks.














II.
 
noun




an act of reconnoitering




•
 
a nocturnal reconnoiter of the camp.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete French 
reconnoître

 , from Latin 
recognoscere

 ‘know again’ (see recognize
 ).





reconquer

 
/ˌrēˈkäNGkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conquer again.








II.
 
derivatives





reconquest

 
/ˌrēˈkäNGˌkwest /






noun





















reconsecrate

 
/ˌrēˈkänsiˌkrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consecrate (someone or something) again.








II.
 
derivatives





reconsecration






noun





















reconsider

 
/ˌrēkənˈsidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider (something) again, especially for a possible change of decision regarding it




•
 
they called on the government to reconsider its policy




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I beg you to reconsider.














II.
 
derivatives





reconsideration

 
/ˌrēk(ə)nˌsidəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun





















reconsign

 
/ˌrēkənˈsīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consign again or differently.








II.
 
derivatives





reconsignment






noun





















reconsolidate

 
/ˌrēkənˈsäləˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consolidate (something) again or anew.








II.
 
derivatives





reconsolidation






noun





















reconstitute

 
/rēˈkänstəˌt(y)o͞ot/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
build up again from parts; reconstruct.




2.
 
change the form and organization of (an institution)




•
 
he reconstituted his cabinet.










3.
 
restore (something dried, especially food) to its original state by adding water to it


(as 
adj.

 
reconstituted

 )


•
 
reconstituted milk.



















reconstitution

 
/ˌrēˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of building something up again; reconstruction




•
 
the rapid reconstitution of the military fleet after an attack




•
 
a necessity for the reconstitution of law and order.










2.
 
the action of changing the form and organization of an institution




•
 
the reconstitution of the company brought further changes.










3.
 
the process of restoring something dried to its original state by adding water to it




•
 
water for reconstitution of dehydrated foods.



















reconstruct

 
/ˌrēkənˈstrəkt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
build or form (something) again after it has been damaged or destroyed




•
 
a small area of painted Roman plaster has been reconstructed.










2.
 
reorganize (something)




•
 
later emperors reconstructed the army.










3.
 
form an impression, model, or re-enactment of (a past event or thing) from the available evidence




•
 
from copies of correspondence it is possible to reconstruct the broad sequence of events.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reconstructable

 
reconstructible






adjective













2.
 
reconstructor

 
/-tər /






noun





















reconstruction

 
/ˌrēkənˈstrəkSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of reconstructing or being reconstructed




•
 
the economic reconstruction of Russia




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
reconstruction work.










2.
 
a thing that has been rebuilt after being damaged or destroyed




•
 
comparison between the original and the reconstruction.










3.
 
an impression, model, or re-enactment of a past event formed from the available evidence




•
 
a reconstruction of the accident would be staged to try to discover the cause of the tragedy.










4.
 
(
Reconstruction

 )
 — the period 1865–77 following the Civil War, during which the states of the Confederacy were controlled by the federal government and social legislation, including the granting of new rights to African-Americans, was introduced.













reconstructive

 
/ˌrēk(ə)nˈstrəktiv/






adjective




relating to the rebuilding of something after it has been damaged or destroyed




•
 
he suffered a broken nose and required reconstructive surgery.



















recontextualize

 
/ˌrēkənˈteks(t)SH(əw)əˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or consider in a new or different context.




•
 
Springsteen's ability to recontextualize songs about heartbreak and reconciliation.



















reconvene

 
/ˌrēkənˈvēn/






verb




convene or cause to convene again, especially after a pause in proceedings


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
as soon as the Senate reconvenes next month




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
it was agreed to reconvene the permanent commission.



















reconvert

 
/ˌrēkənˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert back to a former state




•
 
she reconverted the basement back into an apartment.














II.
 
derivatives





reconversion

 
/ˌrēk(ə)nˈvərZH(ə)n /






noun





















reconvict

 
/ˌrēkənˈvikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convict (someone) of a further criminal offense




•
 
many prisoners are reconvicted within two years of release.














II.
 
derivatives





reconviction






noun






















record





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrekərd /



1.
 
a thing constituting a piece of evidence about the past, especially an account of an act or occurrence kept in writing or some other permanent form




•
 
identification was made through dental records




•
 
a record of meter readings.










2.
 
(also 
court record

 )
 — 

[Law]

 an official report of the proceedings and judgment in a court.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a number of related items of information that are handled as a unit.




4.
 
the sum of the past achievements or actions of a person or organization; a person or thing's previous conduct or performance




•
 
the safety record at the airport




•
 
the team preserved its unbeaten home record.










5.
 
short for criminal record
 .




6.
 
(especially in sports) the best performance or most remarkable event of its kind that has been officially measured and noted




•
 
he held the world record for over a decade




•
 
he managed to beat the record




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
record profits.










7.
 
a thin plastic disk carrying recorded sound, especially music, in grooves on each surface, for reproduction by a record player.




8.
 
a piece or collection of music reproduced on a phonographic record or on another medium, such as compact disc




•
 
my favorite record




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a record company.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈkôrd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set down in writing or some other permanent form for later reference, especially officially




•
 
they were asked to keep a diary and record everything they ate or drank




•
 (as 
adj.

 
recorded

 )
 
levels of recorded crime.










2.
 
state or express publicly or officially; make an official record of




•
 
the coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death.










3.
 
(of an instrument or observer) show or register (a measurement or result)




•
 
the temperature was the lowest recorded since 1926.










4.
 
achieve (a certain score or result)




•
 
they recorded their first win of the season.










5.
 
convert (sound or a performance) into permanent form for later reproduction




•
 
they were recording a guitar recital.










6.
 
produce (a piece or collection of music or a program) by recording a live performance




•
 
they go into the studio next week to record their debut album.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for the record






so that the true facts are recorded or known




•
 
for the record, I have never been to the apartment.















2.
 
a matter of record






a thing that is established as a fact through being officially recorded.









3.
 
off the record






not made as an official or attributable statement.









4.
 
on record





a.
 
(also 
on the record

 )
 — used in reference to the making of an official or public statement




•
 
he seems shadowy because he rarely speaks on the record.










b.
 
officially measured and noted




•
 
it proved to be one of the warmest Decembers on record.















5.
 
set (or put) the record straight






give the true version of events that have been reported incorrectly; correct a misapprehension.












IV.
 
derivatives





recordable

 
/rēˈkôrdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
record

 ‘remembrance,’ from 
recorder

 ‘bring to remembrance,’ from Latin 
recordari

 ‘remember,’ based on 
cor

 , 
cord-

 ‘heart.’ The noun was earliest used in law to denote the fact of being written down as evidence. The verb originally meant ‘narrate orally or in writing,’ also ‘repeat so as to commit to memory.’





record-breaking





I.
 
adjective




surpassing a record or best-ever achievement




•
 
the fair attracted a record-breaking 10,678 visitors.














II.
 
derivatives





record-breaker

 
/ˈrekərdˌbrākər /






noun





















record club






noun




an organization that sells selected audio recordings to members or subscribers, often from a mail-order catalog or online.













recorded delivery






noun




British term for certified mail
 .














recorder

 
/rəˈkôrdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparatus for recording sound, pictures, or data, especially a tape recorder.




2.
 
a person who keeps records




•
 
a poet and recorder of rural and industrial life.










3.
 
a simple wind instrument with finger holes and no keys, held vertically and played by blowing air through a shaped mouthpiece against a sharp edge.




4.
 
(
Recorder

 )
 — (in England and Wales) a barrister appointed to serve as a part-time judge.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a judge in certain courts.








II.
 
derivatives





recordership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





recorder
 (
sense

 4)



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a kind of judge): from Anglo-Norman French 
recordour

 , from Old French 
recorder

 ‘bring to remembrance’; partly reinforced by the verb record
 (also used in the obsolete sense ‘practice a tune’: see 
sense

 3).





record holder

 
/ˈrekərd ˌhōldər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has achieved the best-ever performance, especially in a particular sport




•
 
the 100-meter backstroke world record holder.










2.
 
something that is unique in terms of its size or other measurable characteristic




•
 
at 646 lbs, this catfish is the current record holder.














II.
 
derivatives





record-holding






adjective





















recording

 
/rəˈkôrdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of recording sound or a performance for subsequent reproduction or broadcast


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a recording studio.










2.
 
a recorded broadcast or performance.




3.
 
a disc or tape on which sounds or visual images have been recorded.













recordist

 
/rəˈkôrdəst/






noun




a person who makes recordings, especially of sound




•
 
a sound recordist.




















record player






noun




an apparatus for reproducing sound from phonograph records, comprising a turntable that spins the record at a constant speed and a stylus that slides along in the groove and picks up the sound, together with an amplifier and a loudspeaker.













recordset

 
/ˈrekərdˌset/






noun






[Computing]

 a set of records in a database that share an identifiable or isolatable characteristic.













recount1


 
/riˈkount/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
tell someone about something; give an account of an event or experience


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I recounted the tale to Steve




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he recounts how they often talked of politics.














II.
 
noun




an act or instance of giving an account of an event or experience




•
 
one woman's recount of a prolonged battle with “huge centipedes.”

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
reconter

 ‘tell again,’ based on Old French 
counter

 (see count
 1
 ).





recount2






I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈkount ˈrēkount /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
count again.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēkount /



1.
 
an act of counting something again, especially votes in an election.













recoup

 
/rəˈko͞op/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regain (something lost or expended)




•
 
rains have helped recoup water levels




•
 
sleep was what she needed to recoup her strength.










2.
 
regain (money spent or lost), especially through subsequent profits




•
 
oil companies are keen to recoup their investment.










3.
 
reimburse or compensate (someone) for money spent or lost.




4.
 


[Law]

 deduct or keep back (part of a sum due).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recoupable






adjective













2.
 
recoupment

 
/rēˈko͞opmənt /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a legal term): from French 
recouper

 ‘retrench, cut back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
couper

 ‘to cut.’





recourse

 
/ˈrēˌkôrs rēˈkôrs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a source of help in a difficult situation




•
 
surgery may be the only recourse.










2.
 
(
recourse to

 )
 — the use of someone or something as a source of help in a difficult situation




•
 
a means of solving disputes 
without recourse to

 courts of law




•
 
all three countries 
had recourse to

 the IMF for standby loans.










3.
 
the legal right to demand compensation or payment




•
 
the bank 
has recourse against

 the exporter for losses incurred.














II.
 
phrases





without recourse








[Finance]

 a formula used to disclaim responsibility for future nonpayment, especially of a negotiable financial instrument.















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘running or flowing back’): from Old French 
recours

 , from Latin 
recursus

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
cursus

 ‘course, running.’





recover

 
/riˈkəvər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — return to a normal state of health, mind, or strength




•
 
Neil is still 
recovering from

 shock




•
 
the economy has begun to recover.










2.
 
(
be recovered

 )
 — (of a person) be well again




•
 
you'll be fully recovered before you know it.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — find or regain possession of (something stolen or lost)




•
 
police recovered a stolen video.










4.
 
regain control of (oneself or of a physical or mental state)




•
 
he recovered his balance and sped on




•
 
one hour later I had recovered consciousness.










5.
 
regain or secure (compensation) by means of a legal process or subsequent profits




•
 
many companies recovered their costs within six months.










6.
 
make up for (a loss in position or time)




•
 
the French recovered the lead.










7.
 
remove or extract (an energy source or industrial chemical) for use, reuse, or waste treatment.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the recover

 )


1.
 
a defined position of a firearm forming part of a military drill




•
 
bring the firelock 
to the recover

 .














III.
 
derivatives





recoverer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally with reference to health): from Anglo-Norman French 
recoverer

 , from Latin 
recuperare

 ‘get again.’





re-cover

 
/rēˈkəvər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a new cover or covering on




•
 
the cost of re-covering the armchair.



















recoverable

 
/rəˈkəv(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of something lost) able to be regained or retrieved.




2.
 
(of compensation or money spent or lost) able to be regained or secured by means of a legal process or subsequent profits.




3.
 
(of an energy source or a supply of it) able to be economically extracted from the ground or sea.








II.
 
derivatives





recoverability

 
/-ˌkəvərəˈbilətē /






noun





















recovery

 
/rəˈkəv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a return to a normal state of health, mind, or strength




•
 
signs of recovery in the housing market




•
 
he's back at home now and he looks all set to 
make a full recovery

 .










2.
 
the action or process of regaining possession or control of something stolen or lost




•
 
a team of salvage experts to ensure the recovery of family possessions




•
 
the recovery of his sight.










3.
 
the action of regaining or securing compensation or money lost or spent by means of a legal process or subsequent profits




•
 
debt recovery.










4.
 
an object or amount of money recovered




•
 
the recoveries included gold jewelry.










5.
 
the process of removing or extracting an energy source or industrial chemical for use, reuse, or waste treatment.




6.
 
(also 
recovery shot

 )
 — 

[Golf]

 a stroke bringing the ball from the rough or from a hazard back onto the fairway or the green.




7.
 


[Football]

 an act of taking possession of a fumbled ball.




8.
 
(in rowing, cycling, or swimming) the action of returning the paddle, leg, or arm to its initial position ready to make a new stroke.








II.
 
phrases





in recovery






in the process of recovering from mental illness, drug addiction, or past abuse




•
 
support groups for parents whose children are in recovery.





















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a means of restoration): from Anglo-Norman French 
recoverie

 , from 
recovrer

 ‘get back.’





recovery stock






noun






[Finance]

 a stock that has fallen in price but is thought to have the potential of climbing back to its original level.













recovery time






noun




the time required for a material or piece of equipment to resume its former or usual condition following an action, such as the passage of a current through electrical equipment.













recreant

 
/ˈrekrēənt /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
cowardly




•
 
what a recreant figure must he make.










2.
 
unfaithful to a belief; apostate.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a coward.




2.
 
a person who is unfaithful to a belief; an apostate.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recreancy

 
/-ənsē /






noun













2.
 
recreantly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘surrendering,’ present participle of 
recroire

 , from medieval Latin 
(se) recredere

 ‘surrender (oneself),’ from 
re-

 (expressing reversal) + 
credere

 ‘entrust.’





recreate

 
/ˌrēkrēˈāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create again




•
 
the door was now open to recreate a single German state.










2.
 
reproduce; re-enact




•
 
he recreated Mallory's 1942 climb for TV.



















recreation1


 
/ˌrekrēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




activity done for enjoyment when one is not working




•
 
areas used for recreation such as hiking or biking




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
athletic and recreation facilities.

















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘mental or spiritual consolation’): via Old French from Latin 
recreatio(n-)

 , from 
recreare

 ‘create again, renew.’





recreation2


 
/ˌrēkrēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of creating something again




•
 
the periodic destruction and recreation of the universe.










2.
 
a re-enactment or simulation of something.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + creation
 .






recreational

 
/ˌrekrēˈāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting activity done for enjoyment when one is not working




•
 
recreational facilities




•
 
recreational cycling in the countryside.










2.
 
relating to or denoting drugs taken on an occasional basis for enjoyment, especially when socializing




•
 
recreational drug use.














II.
 
derivatives





recreationally






adverb





















recreation room






noun



1.
 
a room in an institution or place of work in which people can relax and play games.




2.
 
chiefly dated term for rec room
 .













recreative

 
/ˌrekrēˈādiv/






adjective




another term for recreational
 .













recriminate

 
/rəˈkriməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make counteraccusations




•
 
his party would never recriminate, never return evil for evil.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
recriminat-

 ‘accused in return,’ from the verb 
recriminari

 , from 
re-

 (expressing opposition) + 
criminare

 ‘accuse’ (from 
crimen

 ‘crime’).





recrimination

 
/rəˌkriməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun

 — (usu. 
recriminations

 )


1.
 
an accusation in response to one from someone else




•
 
there are no tears, no recriminations




•
 
there was a period of bitter recrimination.



















recriminative

 
/rəˈkrimənədiv rəˈkriməˌnādiv/






adjective




archaic term for recriminatory
 .














recriminatory

 
/rəˈkrimənəˌtôrē/






adjective




involving or of the nature of mutual accusations or counteraccusations.














rec room

 
/ˈrek ro͞om /

 
recreation room






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a room in a house, especially in the basement, used for recreation and entertainment.













recross

 
/ˌrēˈkrôs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cross or pass over again.













recrudesce

 
/ˌrēkro͞oˈdes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 break out again; recur.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recrudescence

 
/ˌrēkro͞oˈdes(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
recrudescent

 
/ˌrēkro͞oˈdes(e)nt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from 
recrudescence

 ‘recurrence,’ from Latin 
recrudescere

 ‘become raw again,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
crudus

 ‘raw.’






recruit

 
/rəˈkro͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enlist (someone) in the armed forces




•
 
they recruit their toughest soldiers from the desert tribes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the regiment was still actively recruiting.










2.
 
form (an army or other force) by enlisting new people




•
 
a basis for recruiting an army.










3.
 
enroll (someone) as a member or worker in an organization or as a supporter of a cause




•
 
there are plans to recruit more staff later this year.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 persuade (someone) to do or assist in doing something




•
 
she recruited her children to help run the racket.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person newly enlisted in the armed forces and not yet fully trained




•
 
3,000 army recruits at Ft. Benjamin.










2.
 
a new member of an organization or a new supporter of a cause




•
 
after agreeing on a salary, the new recruit failed to turn up on Monday morning.














III.
 
derivatives





recruitable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the senses ‘fresh body of troops’ and ‘supplement the numbers in (a group)’): from obsolete French dialect 
recrute

 , based on Latin 
recrescere

 ‘grow again,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
crescere

 ‘grow.’





recruiter

 
/rəˈkro͞odər/






noun




a person whose job is to enlist or enroll people as employees, in the armed forces, or as members of an organization




•
 
a recruiter will schedule you for an interview




•
 
military recruiters.



















recruitment

 
/rəˈkro͞otmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of enlisting new people in the armed forces.




2.
 
the action of finding new people to join an organization or support a cause




•
 
the recruitment of nurses.










3.
 


[Ecology]

 the increase in a natural population as progeny grow and immigrants arrive.




4.
 


[Physiology]

 the incorporation into a tissue or region of cells from elsewhere in the body.













recrystallize

 
/ˌrēˈkristəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb




form or cause to form crystals again.








II.
 
derivatives





recrystallization






noun





















rec. sec.

 
Rec. Sec.






abbreviation




recording secretary.













rect.






abbreviation



1.
 
receipt.




2.
 
rectangle.




3.
 
rectangular.




4.
 
(in prescriptions) rectified.

[from Latin 
rectificatus

 .]




5.
 
rector.




6.
 
rectory.













recta

 
/ˈrektə/






plural form of rectum
 .










rectal

 
/ˈrekt(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or affecting the rectum




•
 
rectal cancer.














II.
 
derivatives





rectally






adverb





















rectangle

 
/ˈrekˌtaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a plane figure with four straight sides and four right angles, especially one with unequal adjacent sides, in contrast to a square.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
rectangulum

 , from late Latin 
rectiangulum

 , based on Latin 
rectus

 ‘straight’ + 
angulus

 ‘an angle.’





rectangular

 
/rekˈtaNGɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or shaped like a rectangle




•
 
a neat rectangular area.










2.
 
(of a solid) having a base, section, or side shaped like a rectangle




•
 
a rectangular prism.










3.
 
placed or having parts placed at right angles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rectangularity

 
/rekˌtaNGɡyəˈlaritē /






noun













2.
 
rectangularly






adverb





















rectangular coordinates






plural noun




a pair of coordinates measured along axes at right angles to one another.













rectangular hyperbola






noun




a hyperbola with rectangular asymptotes.













recti

 
/ˈrektī ˈrekˌtē/






plural form of rectus
 .









rectification

 
/ˌrektəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of putting something right; correction




•
 
rectification of common errors in letter writing




•
 
demands for rectification of terrible injustices




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
rectifications are sent to the client for feedback.










2.
 
the conversion of an alternating current to direct current




•
 
the inward rectification of single-channel currents.



















rectifier

 
/ˈrektəˌfīər/






noun




an electrical device that converts an alternating current into a direct one by allowing a current to flow through it in one direction only.













rectify

 
/ˈrektəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (something) right; correct




•
 
mistakes made now cannot be rectified later




•
 
efforts to rectify the situation.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
rectified

 )
 — purify or refine (a substance), especially by repeated distillation




•
 
add 10 cc of rectified alcohol.










3.
 
convert (alternating current) to direct current


(as 
adj.

 
rectified

 )


•
 
rectified AC power systems.










4.
 
find a straight line equal in length to (a curve).








II.
 
derivatives





rectifiable

 
/ˈrektəˌfīəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rectifier

 , from medieval Latin 
rectificare

 , from Latin 
rectus

 ‘right.’





rectilinear

 
/ˌrektəˈlinēər /

 
rectilineal





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
contained by, consisting of, or moving in a straight line or lines




•
 
a rectilinear waveform.










2.
 


[Photography]

 of or relating to a straight line or lines




•
 
rectilinear distortion.










3.
 


[Photography]

 (of a wide-angle lens) corrected as much as possible, so that straight lines in the subject appear straight in the image.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rectilinearity

 
/ˌrektəˌlinēˈerədē /






noun













2.
 
rectilinearly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
rectilineus

 (from Latin 
rectus

 ‘straight’ + 
linea

 ‘line’) + -ar
 1
 .






rectitude

 
/ˈrektəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 morally correct behavior or thinking; righteousness




•
 
Maddie is a model of rectitude.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting straightness): from Old French, from late Latin 
rectitudo

 , from Latin 
rectus

 ‘right, straight.’






recto

 
/ˈrektō/





I.
 
noun




a right-hand page of an open book, or the front of a loose document.

Contrasted with verso
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
recto (folio

 ) ‘on the right (leaf).’





rectocele

 
/ˈrektōˌsēl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a prolapse of the wall between the rectum and the vagina.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from rectum
 + -cele.






rector

 
/ˈrektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Episcopal Church) a member of the clergy who has charge of a parish.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a priest in charge of a church or of a religious institution.




3.
 
(in the Church of England) the incumbent of a parish where all tithes formerly passed to the incumbent.

Compare with vicar
 .




4.
 
the head of certain universities, colleges, and schools.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rectorate

 
/ˈrekt(ə)rət /






noun













2.
 
rectorial

 
/rekˈtôrēəl /






adjective













3.
 
rectorship

 
/ˈrektərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
rector

 ‘ruler,’ from 
rect-

 ‘ruled,’ from the verb 
regere

 .





rectory

 
/ˈrekt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rector's house.




2.
 
a Church of England benefice held by a rector.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
rectorie

 or medieval Latin 
rectoria

 , from Latin 
rector

 (see rector
 ).






rectrix

 
/ˈrektriks/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 any of the larger feathers in a bird's tail, used for steering in flight.

Compare with remex
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, feminine singular of 
rector

 ‘ruler, governor’ (see rector
 ).






rectum

 
/ˈrektəm/





I.
 
noun




the final section of the large intestine, terminating at the anus.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
rectum (intestinum

 ) ‘straight (intestine).’






rectus

 
/ˈrektəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of several straight structures, in particular




2.
 
(also 
rectus abdominis

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of long flat muscles at the front of the abdomen, joining the sternum to the pubis and acting to bend the whole body forward or sideways.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of a number of muscles controlling the movement of the eyeball.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘straight.’





recumbent

 
/rəˈkəmbənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person or human figure) lying down




•
 
recumbent statues.










2.
 
(of a bicycle) designed to be ridden lying almost flat on one's back or sitting up with the legs stretched out in front.




3.
 
(of a plant) growing close to the ground




•
 
recumbent shrubs.














II.
 
noun




a recumbent bicycle.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recumbency

 
/rəˈkəmb(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
recumbently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
recumbent-

 ‘reclining,’ from the verb 
recumbere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + a verb related to 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’






recuperate

 
/rəˈko͞opəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — recover from illness or exertion




•
 
she has been 
recuperating from

 a shoulder wound




•
 
Christmas is a time to recuperate.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — recover or regain (something lost or taken)




•
 
they will seek to recuperate the returns that go with investment.














II.
 
derivatives





recuperable

 
/-pərəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
recuperat-

 ‘regained,’ from the verb 
recuperare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





recuperation

 
/rəˌko͞opəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
recovery from illness or exertion




•
 
the human body has amazing powers of recuperation.










2.
 
the recovery or regaining of something




•
 
the recuperation of the avant-garde for art.










3.
 
the action of a recuperator in imparting heat to incoming air or gaseous fuel from hot waste gases.













recuperative

 
/rəˈko͞op(ə)rədiv rəˈko͞opəˌrādiv/






adjective



1.
 
having the effect of restoring health or strength.




2.
 
of or relating to the action of a recuperator or a similar heat exchanger.













recuperator

 
/rəˈko͞opəˌrādər/






noun




a form of heat exchanger in which hot waste gases from a furnace are conducted continuously along a system of flues where they impart heat to incoming air or gaseous fuel.














recur

 
/rəˈkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur again, periodically, or repeatedly




•
 
when the symptoms recurred, the doctor diagnosed something different




•
 (as 
adj.

 
recurring

 )
 
a recurring theme.










2.
 
(of a thought, image, or memory) come back to one's mind




•
 
Steve's words kept recurring to him.










3.
 
(
recur to

 )
 — go back to (something) in thought or speech




•
 
the book remained a favorite and she constantly recurred to it.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘return to’): from Latin 
recurrere

 , from 
re-

 ‘again, back’ + 
currere

 ‘run.’





recurrence

 
/rəˈkərəns/






noun




the fact of occurring again




•
 
a drug used to prevent the recurrence of breast cancer




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
fifty-two patients had recurrences of intestinal problems.



















recurrent

 
/rəˈkərənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring often or repeatedly




•
 
she had a recurrent dream about falling.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 (of a nerve or blood vessel) turning back so as to reverse direction.








II.
 
derivatives





recurrently






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
recurrent-

 ‘running back,’ from the verb 
recurrere

 (see recur
 ).





recurring decimal






noun




a repeating decimal.













recursion

 
/rəˈkərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 the repeated application of a recursive procedure or definition.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 a recursive definition.











– origin

 1930s: from late Latin 
recursio(n-)

 , from 
recurrere

 ‘run back’ (see recur
 ).





recursion formula






noun






[Mathematics]

 an equation relating the value of a function for a given value of its argument (or arguments) to its values for other values of the argument(s).













recursive

 
/rəˈkərsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by recurrence or repetition, in particular




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 relating to or involving the repeated application of a rule, definition, or procedure to successive results.




3.
 


[Computing]

 relating to or involving a program or routine of which a part requires the application of the whole, so that its explicit interpretation requires in general many successive executions.








II.
 
derivatives





recursively

 
/rəˈkərsivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the general sense): from late Latin 
recurs-

 ‘returned’ (from the verb 
recurrere

 ‘run back’) + -ive
 . Specific uses have arisen in the 20th cent.





recurve

 
/rəˈkərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 bend backward


(as 
adj.

 
recurved

 )


•
 
large recurved tusks.














II.
 
noun






[Archery]

 a bow that curves forward at the ends, which straighten out under tension when the bow is drawn.








III.
 
derivatives





recurvature

 
/-vəCHər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
recurvare

 ‘bend (something) back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
curvare

 ‘to bend.’





recusant

 
/rəˈkyo͞oz(ə)nt ˈrekyəz(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who refuses to submit to an authority or to comply with a regulation.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a Roman Catholic in England who refused to attend services of the Church of England.








II.
 
adjective




of or denoting a recusant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
recusance

 
/rəˈkyo͞ozns /






noun













2.
 
recusancy

 
/-zənsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
recusant-

 ‘refusing,’ from the verb 
recusare

 (see recuse
 ).






recuse

 
/riˈkyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 challenge (a judge, prosecutor, or juror) as unqualified to perform legal duties because of a possible conflict of interest or lack of impartiality




•
 
a motion to recuse the prosecutor.










2.
 
(
recuse oneself

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a judge) excuse oneself from a case because of a possible conflict of interest or lack of impartiality




•
 
the Justice Department demanded that he recuse himself from the case.














II.
 
derivatives





recusal

 
/-zəl /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘reject,’ specifically ‘object to (a judge) as prejudiced’): from Latin 
recusare

 ‘to refuse,’ from 
re-

 (expressing opposition) + 
causa

 ‘a cause.’ The sense ‘excuse (oneself from a case)’ dates from the early 19th cent.





recut

 
/rēˈkət/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove further or different material from (a film or screenplay)




•
 
director Tony Scott recut several key scenes.



















recyclable

 
/rēˈsīk(ə)ləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be recycled.








II.
 
noun




a substance or object that can be recycled.








III.
 
derivatives





recyclability

 
/-ˌsīk(ə)ləˈbilitē /






noun






















recycle

 
/rēˈsīk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (waste) into reusable material




•
 
car hulks were recycled into new steel




•
 (as 
adj.

 
recycled

 )
 
goods made of recycled materials




•
 (as 
noun

 
recycling

 )
 
a call for the recycling of all paper.










2.
 
return (material) to a previous stage in a cyclic process.




3.
 
use again




•
 
he reserves the right to recycle his own text.














II.
 
derivatives





recycler

 
/-k(ə)lər /






noun






















red

 
/red/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a color at the end of the spectrum next to orange and opposite violet, as of blood, fire, or rubies




•
 
her red lips




•
 
the sky was turning red outside.










2.
 
(of a person or their face or complexion) flushed or rosy, especially with embarrassment, anger, or a healthy glow




•
 
there were some red faces at headquarters.










3.
 
(of a person's eyes) bloodshot or having pink rims, especially with tiredness or crying




•
 
her eyes were red and swollen.










4.
 
(of hair or fur) of a reddish-brown or orange-brown color.




•
 
her long, red hair.




•
 
his hair was red.










5.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 (of a people) having or regarded as having reddish skin.




6.
 
of or denoting the suits hearts and diamonds in a deck of cards.




7.
 
(of wine) made from dark grapes and colored by their skins.




8.
 
denoting a red light or flag used as a signal to stop.




9.
 
used to denote something forbidden, dangerous, or urgent




•
 
the force went on 
red alert

 .










10.
 
(of a ski run) of the second highest level of difficulty, as indicated by colored markers.




11.
 


[Physics]

 denoting one of three colors of quark.




12.
 
(
Red

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 communist or socialist (used especially during the Cold War with reference to the former Soviet Union).




13.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 stained with blood, or involving bloodshed or violence




•
 
red battle stamps his foot and nations feel the shock.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
red color or pigment




•
 
colors range from yellow to deep red




•
 
their work is marked 
in red

 by the teacher




•
 
the reds and browns of wood.










2.
 
red clothes or material




•
 
she could not wear red.










3.
 
a red thing or person, in particular




4.
 
a red wine.




5.
 
a red ball in billiards.




6.
 
a red light.




7.
 
(also 
Red

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a communist or socialist.




8.
 
(
the red

 )
 — the situation of owing money to a bank or making a loss in a business operation




•
 
the company was $4 million 
in the red






•
 
they would have been struggling to keep their businesses 
out of the red






•
 
small declines in revenue can soon send an airline plunging 
into the red

 .







[from the conventional use of red ink to indicate debt items.]








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
better dead than red (or better red than dead)






a cold-war slogan claiming that the prospect of nuclear war is preferable to that of a communist society (or vice versa).









2.
 
(as) red as a beet






(of a person) red-faced, typically through embarrassment.









3.
 
red in tooth and claw






involving savage or merciless conflict or competition




•
 
nature, red in tooth and claw.







[from Tennyson's 
In Memoriam

 .]









4.
 
the red planet






a name for Mars.









5.
 
the red, white, and blue








(US)

 
‹informal›

 the US national flag




•
 
learning respect for the red, white, and blue.















6.
 
see red








‹informal›

 become very angry suddenly




•
 
the mere thought of Peter with Nicole made her see red.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reddy






adjective













2.
 
redly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
rēad

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rood

 and German 
rot

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
rufus

 , 
ruber

 , Greek 
eruthros

 , and Sanskrit 
rudhira-

 ‘red.’





red.






abbreviation




reduction.













red-






prefix




variant spelling of re-
 before a vowel (as in 
redeem

 , 
redolent

 ).













redact

 
/rəˈdakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
edit (text) for publication.




2.
 
censor or obscure (part of a text) for legal or security purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





redactor

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from redaction
 .






redaction

 
/rəˈdakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of editing text for publication.




2.
 
a version of a text, such as a new edition or an abridged version.




3.
 
the censoring or obscuring of part of a text for legal or security purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





redactional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
rédaction

 , from late Latin 
redactio(n-)

 , from 
redigere

 ‘bring back.’






red admiral

 
/ˌred ˈadm(ə)rəl/






noun




a migratory butterfly that has dark wings marked with red-orange bands and white spots.

[Genus 
Vanessa

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : several species, in particular the common and widespread 
V. atalanta

 .]













red algae






noun




a large group of algae that includes many seaweeds that are mainly red in color. Some kinds yield useful products (agar, alginates) or are used as food (laver, dulse, carrageen).

[Division 
Rhodophyta

 (or phylum 
Rhodophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]













redan

 
/rəˈdan/





I.
 
noun




an arrow-shaped embankment forming part of a fortification.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
redent

 ‘notching (of a saw),’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ (expressing repetition) + 
dent

 ‘tooth.’





Red Army

 
/red ˈärmē/





I.
 
the army of the former Soviet Union, formed after the revolution of 1917. The name was officially dropped in 1946.




II.
 
the army of China or some other communist countries.










Red Army Faction






an extreme left-wing terrorist organization operating in the former West Germany between 1970 and 1998.

Also called Baader–Meinhof Group
 .









red-backed vole






noun




a vole with a reddish-chestnut back, inhabiting the forest, scrub, and tundra regions of the northern hemisphere.

[Genus 
Clethrionomys

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species.]













red-bait

 
/ˈredbāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
red-baiting

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 harass or persecute (someone) on account of known or suspected communist sympathies.








II.
 
derivatives





red-baiter






noun





















red beds






plural noun






[Geology]

 sandstones or other sedimentary strata colored red by hematite coating the grains.













red blood cell

 
/red bləd sel/






noun




less technical term for erythrocyte
 .













red-blooded

 
/ˈred ˈblədəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a man) vigorous or virile, especially in having strong heterosexual appetites




•
 
he was attracted to her, as any red-blooded male would be.














II.
 
derivatives





red-bloodedness






noun





















redbone

 
/ˈredbōn/






noun




a dog with a red or red and tan coat of an American breed formerly used to hunt raccoons.













redbreast

 
/ˈredˌbrest/






noun






‹informal›

 a robin.













red-brick

 
/red brik/






adjective



1.
 
built with red bricks.




2.
 
(of a British university) founded in the late 19th or early 20th century and with buildings of brick, as distinct from the older universities built of stone.













Red Brigades






an extreme left-wing terrorist organization based in Italy that from the early 1970s was responsible for carrying out kidnappings, murders, and acts of sabotage.









red-brown






noun




a brown color tinged with red




•
 
loosely woven curtains of a homey red-brown




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a woman with a shock of red-brown hair stood next to me.



















redbud

 
/ˈredˌbəd/






noun




a North American tree of the pea family, with pink flowers that grow from the trunk, branches, and twigs.

[Genus 
Cercis

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
eastern redbud

 (
C. canadensis

 ).]













redcap

 
/ˈredˌkap/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a railroad porter.

[late 19th cent.: first used because John Williams, a porter in Grand Central Terminal, New York City, wore a cap with a red flannel strip in order to attract attention.]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a member of the military police.














red card

 
/ˈˌred ˈkärd/





I.
 
noun




(in soccer and some other games) a red card shown by the referee to a player who is being ejected from the game.

Compare with yellow card
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a referee) eject (a player) from the game by showing the red card




•
 
he did his pushing directly in front of the referee and was red-carded.



















red carpet

 
/ˈˌred ˈkärpət/






noun



1.
 
a long, narrow red carpet laid on the ground for a distinguished visitor to walk on when arriving.




2.
 
(
the red carpet

 )
 — privileged treatment of a distinguished visitor




•
 
they rolled out the red carpet for two special guests.




















red cedar






noun




either of two North American coniferous trees with reddish-brown bark.

[Two species in the family 
Cupressaceae

 : the 
western red cedar

 (
Thuja plicata

 ), which yields strong, lightweight timber, and the 
eastern red cedar

 (
Juniperus virginiana

 ), found chiefly in the eastern US.]













red cell






noun




less technical term for erythrocyte
 .













red cent

 
/ˈˌred ˈsent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a one-cent coin; a penny.




2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the smallest amount of money




•
 
some of the people don't deserve a single red cent.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: so named because it was formerly made of copper.





red channel






noun




in many countries, the passage that should be taken (at a customs area in an airport or port) by arriving passengers who have goods to declare




•
 
when we arrived in Bangkok, we were told to proceed to the red channel.




















Red Cloud






(1822–1909), leader of the Oglala Sioux Indians. In what became known as Red Cloud's War 1865–68, he opposed the US government's attempts to build forts along the Bozeman Trail in Wyoming and Montana. His forcing of the Fort Laramie Treaty (1868) guaranteed peace when the government accepted the territorial claims of the Sioux.









redcoat

 
/ˈredˌkōt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a British soldier.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: so named because of the color of the uniform.





red coral






noun




a branching pinkish-red horny coral that is used in jewelry.

Also called precious coral. [Genus 
Corallium

 , order 
Gorgonacea

 , class 
Anthozoa

 .]













Red Crescent

 
/ˈˌred ˈkresnt/






a national branch in Muslim countries of the International Movement of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent.









Red Cross

 
/ˈˌred ˈkrôs/






the International Movement of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, an international humanitarian organization that provides relief to victims of war or natural disaster. The Red Cross was set up in 1864 at the instigation of the Swiss philanthropist 
Henri Dunant

 (1828–1910) according to the Geneva Convention, and its headquarters are in Geneva.









red currant

 
/ˈˌred ˈkərənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 redcurrant






noun



1.
 
a small, sweet, edible red berry.




2.
 
the shrub that produces the red currant.

[Genus 
Ribes

 , family 
Grossulariaceae

 : several species, including the European 
R. rubrum

 and the North American 
garden red currant

 (
R. sativum

 ).]













redd1


 
/red/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
redd something up

 )


1.
 


‹dialect›

 put something in order; tidy




•
 
you take this baby while I redd the room up.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘clear (space)’): perhaps related to rid
 .





redd2






I.
 
noun




a hollow in a riverbed made by a trout or salmon to spawn in.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally Scots and northern English in the sense ‘spawn’): of unknown origin.





red deer

 
/ˈˌred ˈdi(ə)r/






noun




a deer with a rich red-brown summer coat that turns dull brownish-gray in winter, the male having large branched antlers. It is native to North America, Eurasia, and North Africa.

[
Cervus elaphus

 , family 
Cervidae

 . Compare with elk
 .]













Red Delicious






noun




a widely grown dessert apple of a soft-fleshed red-skinned variety.













redden

 
/ˈredn/






verb



1.
 
make or become red


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
bare arms reddened by sun and wind




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the sky is reddening.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) blush




•
 
Lynn reddened at the description of herself.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the eyes) become pink at the rims as a result of crying.













Redding

 
/ˈrediNG/






a commercial and resort city in northern California, at the northern end of the Sacramento Valley; pop. 90,201 (est. 2008).









Redding, Otis






(1941–67), US singer. He was one of the most influential soul singers of the late 1960s. It was not until the Monterey pop festival in 1967 that he gained widespread recognition. 
“Dock of the Bay,”

 released after his death in an airplane crash, became a number-one US hit in 1968.









reddish

 
/ˈrediSH/






adjective




having a red tinge; slightly red




•
 
the leaves turn reddish brown




•
 
reddish sandstone.



















Redditor

 
/ˈreditər /

 
redditor





I.
 
noun




a registered user of the website Reddit




•
 
in a popular Ask Reddit thread on Tuesday, Redditors shared their true feelings about their office lives.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from the proprietary name of the website 
Reddit

 , on the pattern of editor
 .





reddle

 
/ˈrədl/





I.
 
noun




another term for ruddle
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: variant of ruddle
 .





red dwarf

 
/ˈˌred ˈdwôrf/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a small, old, relatively cool star.














rede

 
/rēd /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




advice or counsel given by one person to another




•
 
what is your rede?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
advise (someone)


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
therefore, my son, I rede thee stay at home.










2.
 
interpret (a riddle or dream).











– origin

 Old English 
rǣd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
raad

 , German 
Rat

 . The verb is a variant of read
 , of the same origin.





redecorate

 
/rēˈdekəˌrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (a room or building) again, typically differently.













redecoration

 
/ˌrēˌdekəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of applying paint or wallpaper in a room or building again, typically in a different style from before




•
 
parts of the house could benefit from some redecoration




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
external repairs and redecorations to the property.



















rededicate

 
/ˌrēˈdediˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dedicate again




•
 
the cathedral was eventually rededicated in June 1997.














II.
 
derivatives





rededication






noun






















redeem

 
/rəˈdēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compensate for the faults or bad aspects of (something)




•
 
a disappointing debate redeemed only by an outstanding speech




•
 (as 
adj.

 
redeeming

 )
 
the splendid views are the one redeeming feature of the center.










2.
 
(
redeem oneself

 )
 — do something that compensates for poor past performance or behavior




•
 
they redeemed themselves in the playoffs by pushing the Detroit Red Wings to a seventh and deciding game.










3.
 
(of a person) atone or make amends for (error or evil)




•
 
the thief on the cross who by a single act redeemed a life of evil.










4.
 
save (someone) from sin, error, or evil




•
 
he was a sinner, redeemed by the grace of God.










5.
 
gain or regain possession of (something) in exchange for payment




•
 
his best suit had been redeemed from the pawnbrokers.










6.
 


[Finance]

 repay (a stock, bond, or other instrument) at the maturity date.




7.
 
exchange (a coupon, voucher, or trading stamp) for merchandise, a discount, or money.




8.
 
pay the necessary money to clear (a debt)




•
 
owners were unable to redeem their mortgages.










9.
 
fulfill or carry out (a pledge or promise)




•
 
the party prepared to redeem the pledges of the past three years.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 buy the freedom of.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘buy back’): from Old French 
redimer

 or Latin 
redimere

 , from 
re(d)-

 ‘back’ + 
emere

 ‘buy.’





redeemable

 
/rəˈdēməb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able to be recovered or saved from faults or bad aspects




•
 
socially redeemable ideas




•
 
the young women were misguided but ultimately redeemable.










2.
 
(of a coupon, voucher, etc.) able to be exchanged for goods, a discount, or money




•
 
the prize is not redeemable for cash




•
 
redeemable coupons.










3.
 


[Finance]

 (of a stock, bond, etc.) able to be repaid at the maturity date




•
 
redeemable preference shares.



















redeemer

 
/rəˈdēmər/






noun



1.
 
a person who redeems someone or something.




2.
 
(often 
the Redeemer

 )
 — Christ.













redeeming

 
/rəˈdēmiNG/






adjective



1.
 
compensating for someone's or something's faults; compensatory




•
 
tuneless dirges with few redeeming features.




•
 
a quite dreadful man, without a single redeeming quality.










2.
 
able to save people from sin, error, or evil




•
 
the transforming power of God's redeeming grace.



















redefine

 
/ˌrēdəˈfīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
define again or differently




•
 
her attempt to redefine postmodernism along more political and sociocultural lines.



















redefinition

 
/ˌrēˌdefəˈniSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of defining something again or differently




•
 
the redefinition of the role of financial advisers




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
redefinitions of nation, race, gender, and class.




















redemption

 
/rəˈdem(p)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of saving or being saved from sin, error, or evil




•
 
God's plans for the redemption of his world.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing that saves someone from error or evil




•
 
his marginalization from the Hollywood jungle proved to be his redemption.










3.
 
the action of regaining or gaining possession of something in exchange for payment, or clearing a debt.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of buying one's freedom.








II.
 
phrases





beyond (or past) redemption






(of a person or thing) too bad to be improved or saved.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
redemptio(n-)

 , from 
redimere

 ‘buy back’ (see redeem
 ).





redemption yield






noun






[Finance]

 the yield of a stock calculated as a percentage of the redemption price with an adjustment made for any capital gain or loss the price represents relative to the current price.













redemptive

 
/rəˈdem(p)tiv/






adjective




acting to save someone from error or evil




•
 
the healing power of redemptive love.



















red ensign






noun




a red flag with the Union Jack in the top corner next to the flagstaff, flown by British-registered ships.













redeploy

 
/ˌrēdəˈploi/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign (troops, employees, or resources) to a new place or task




•
 
units concentrated in Buenos Aires would be redeployed to the provinces.



















redeployment

 
/ˌrēdəˈploimənt/






noun




the assignment of troops, employees, or resources to a new place or task




•
 
the cuts have led to redeployment of staff




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
a call for troop redeployments.



















redesign

 
/ˌrēdəˈzīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
design (something) again in a different way




•
 
the front seats have been redesigned.














II.
 
noun




the action or process of redesigning something.













redesignate

 
/ˌrēˈdeziɡnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone or something) a different official name, description, or title




•
 
the territories have been 
redesignated as

 national parks.














II.
 
derivatives





redesignation






noun





















redetermine

 
/ˌrēdəˈtərmən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
determine (something) again or differently.








II.
 
derivatives





redetermination

 
/-ˌtərməˈnāSHən /






noun





















redevelop

 
/ˌrēdəˈveləp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
develop (something) again or differently.




2.
 
erect new buildings in (an urban area), typically after demolishing the existing buildings




•
 
the riverfront that the city planned to redevelop with family attractions.














II.
 
derivatives





redeveloper






noun





















redevelopment

 
/ˌrēdəˈveləpmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of developing something again or differently




•
 
the redevelopment of the university website




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the company will phase in redevelopments at the hospital.










2.
 
construction of new buildings in an urban area, typically after demolishing the existing buildings




•
 
the town is undergoing significant redevelopment.




















red-eye

 
/ˈred ˌī/






noun



1.
 
the undesirable effect in flash photography of people appearing to have red eyes, caused by a reflection from the retina when the flashgun is too near the camera lens.




2.
 
(also 
red-eye flight

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an overnight or late-night flight on a commercial airline




•
 
she caught the red-eye back to New York.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a freshwater fish with red eyes, in particular a rock bass.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 cheap whiskey.













red-eye gravy






noun






(US)

 gravy made by adding liquid to the fat from cooked ham.













red-faced

 
/ˈˌred ˈfāst/






adjective




(of a person) having a red face, especially as a result of exertion, embarrassment, or shame




•
 
Steve was left red-faced when a fan tried to rip his pants off.



















redfish

 
/ˈredˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a bright red edible marine fish, in particular

[● a North Atlantic rockfish (genus 
Sebastes

 , family 
Scorpaenidae

 , in particular the commercially important 
S. marinus

 ). ● the red drum of the western Atlantic, popular as a game fish (
Sciaenops ocellatus

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 ).]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a male salmon in the spawning season.













red flag

 
/ˈˌred ˈflaɡ/






noun



1.
 
a red flag as a warning of danger or a problem




•
 


‹figurative›

 they had overlooked the red flags that should have alerted them to the county's disastrous investment strategy




•
 


‹figurative›

 you have unusually large amounts of deductions or expenses that act as red flags.










2.
 
a red flag as the symbol of socialist revolution.













red flannel hash






noun






(US)

 a type of hash made with beets.













Redford, Robert

 
/ˈredfərd/






(1936–), US movie actor and director; full name 
Charles Robert Redford

 . As an actor, his movies include 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

 (1969), 
The Sting

 (1973), 
The Natural

 (1984), and 
Out of Africa

 (1985). His directing credits include 
Ordinary People

 (1980) and 
A River Runs through It

 (1992).









red fox

 
/ˈˌred ˈfäks/






noun




a common fox with a reddish coat, native to both Eurasia and North America and living from the Arctic tundra to the southern temperate regions.

[
Vulpes vulpes

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













red giant

 
/ˈˌred ˈjīənt/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a very large star of high luminosity and low surface temperature. Red giants are thought to be in a late stage of evolution when no hydrogen remains in the core to fuel nuclear fusion.













red gold






noun




an alloy of gold and copper.













Redgrave

 
/ˈredˌɡrāv/





I.
 
the name of a family of English actors, notably:




II.
 


Sir Michael (Scudamore)

 (1908–85), stage actor. He played numerous Shakespearean roles and also starred in movies, such as 
The Browning Version

 (1951) and 
The Importance of Being Earnest

 (1952).




III.
 


Vanessa

 (1937–), Sir Michael's eldest child. Her movies include 
Mary Queen of Scots

 (1972), 
Julia

 (1976), and 
Howard's End

 (1992). Other actors in the family include her siblings 
Corin

 (1939–2010) and 
Lynn

 (1943–2010), best known for her title role in 
Georgy Girl

 (1966), Corin's daughter 
Jemma

 (1965–), and Vanessa's daughters 
Joely Richardson

 (1958–) and 
Natasha Richardson

 (1963–2009).









red–green






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting color-blindness in which reds and greens are confused, either protanopia (daltonism) or deuteranopia.














red grouse

 
/ˈˌred ˈɡrous/






noun




a bird of a race of the willow ptarmigan having entirely reddish-brown plumage, native only to the British Isles.

[
Lagopus lagopus scoticus

 , family 
Phasianidae

 (or 
Tetraonidae

 ).]













Red Guard

 
/red ɡärd/






noun



1.
 
any of various radical or socialist groups, in particular a militant youth movement in China (1966–76) that carried out attacks on intellectuals and other disfavored groups as part of Mao Zedong's Cultural Revolution.




2.
 
a member of one of the Red Guard groups.













red gum






noun



1.
 
an Australian gum tree with smooth bark and hard dark red timber.

[Genera 
Eucalyptus

 and 
Angophora

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : many species, in particular the widespread 
river red gum

 (
E. camaldulensis

 ).]




2.
 
astringent reddish kino gum obtained from some red gum trees, used for medicinal purposes and for tanning.













red-haired

 
/ˌredˈherd/






adjective




having hair of a reddish-blond or orange-brown color




•
 
a red-haired girl from Tennessee.



















red-handed

 
/red handəd/






adjective




(of a person) having been discovered in or just after the act of doing something wrong or illegal




•
 
I 
caught

 him 
red-handed

 , stealing a wallet.



















red hat

 
/red hat/






noun




a cardinal's hat, especially as the symbol of a cardinal's office.













redhead

 
/ˈredˌhed/






noun



1.
 
a person with reddish hair.




2.
 
a North American diving duck with a reddish-brown head, related to and resembling the pochard.

[
Aythya americana

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













red-headed

 
/ˈˌred ˈhedəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) having reddish-brown hair




•
 
a red-headed man.










2.
 
used in names of birds, insects, and other animals with red heads, e.g., 
red-headed woodpecker

 .













red-headed stepchild






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person or thing that is neglected, unwanted, or mistreated




•
 
audio has always been something of a red-headed stepchild in the PC world.



















red heat

 
/ˈˌred ˈhēt/






noun




the temperature or state of something so hot that it emits red light.













red herring

 
/ˈˌred ˈheriNG/






noun



1.
 
a dried smoked herring, which is turned red by the smoke.




2.
 
something, especially a clue, that is or is intended to be misleading or distracting




•
 
the book is fast-paced, exciting, and full of red herrings.







[so named from the practice of using the scent of red herring in training hounds.]













Red Hook






an industrial port section of Brooklyn in New York City, on New York Bay, across from Governor's Island.









red-hot

 
/ˈred ˈˌhät/






adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) so hot as to glow red




•
 
red-hot coals.










2.
 
very hot, especially too hot to touch




•
 
the red-hot handle burned his hand




•
 


‹figurative›

 the red-hot attack letter they received last week.










3.
 
extremely exciting or popular




•
 
red-hot jazz.










4.
 
very passionate




•
 
a red-hot lover.



















red-hot poker

 
/red hät ˈpōkər/






noun




a South African plant with tall erect spikes of tubular flowers, the upper ones of which are typically red and the lower ones yellow.

[
Kniphofia uvaria

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : many cultivars.]













redial





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈdī(ə)l /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dial (a telephone number) again, especially automatically.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēdīl /



1.
 
the facility on a telephone by which the number just dialed may be automatically redialed by pressing a single button.













redid

 
/rēˈdid/






past of redo
 .









Red Indian

 
/ˈˌred ˈindēən/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 old-fashioned term for American Indian
 .











usage:

 See usage at redskin
 .





redingote

 
/ˈrediNGˌɡōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's long coat with a cutaway or contrasting front.




2.
 
a man's double-breasted topcoat with a full skirt.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from English 
riding coat

 .





red ink

 
/ˈred ˌiNGk/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used in reference to financial deficit or debt




•
 
he voted for many of the projects that have left the state awash in red ink.



















redintegrate

 
/rəˈdin(t)əˌɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 restore (something) to a state of wholeness, unity, or perfection.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
redintegration

 
/rəˌdin(t)əˈɡrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
redintegrative

 
/-ˌɡrātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
redintegrat-

 ‘made whole,’ from the verb 
redintegrare

 , from 
re(d)-

 ‘again’ + 
integrare

 ‘restore.’





redirect





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌrēdəˈrekt ˌrēˌdīˈrekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct (something) to a new or different place or purpose




•
 
get the post office to redirect your mail




•
 
resources were redirected to a major project.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēdəˌrekt /



1.
 


[Computing]

 an instance of redirecting something from one address to another, such as an email or a URL for a web page




•
 
when you're in Australia entering google.com into your browser will usually result in a redirect to google.com.au.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a configuration that brings about a redirect




•
 
to get messages sent to your GetMail account, you need to set up a redirect from your main email account.



















redirection

 
/ˌrēdəˈrekSH(ə)n ˌrēˌdīˈrekSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of assigning or directing something to a new or different place or purpose




•
 
the redirection of available resources to more productive uses




•
 
mail redirection




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the problem included link redirections to explicit websites.



















rediscount

 
/rēˈdisˌkount /

 

‹Finance›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a central bank) discount (a bill of exchange or similar instrument) that has already been discounted by a commercial bank.








II.
 
noun




the action of rediscounting something.













rediscover

 
/ˌrēdəˈskəvər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discover (something forgotten or ignored) again




•
 
he was trying to rediscover his Gaelic roots.



















rediscovery

 
/ˌrēdəˈskəv(ə)rē/






noun




the action or process of discovering again something that was forgotten or ignored




•
 
the rediscovery of her Italian roots




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
one of the greatest rediscoveries in the history of art.



















redissolve

 
/ˌrēdiˈzälv/





I.
 
verb




dissolve or cause to dissolve again.








II.
 
derivatives





redissolution






noun





















redistribute

 
/ˌrēdəˈstribyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
distribute (something) differently or again, typically to achieve greater social equality




•
 
their primary concern was to redistribute income from rich to poor.














II.
 
derivatives





redistributive

 
/ˌrēdəˈstriˌbyo͞odiv /






adjective





















redistribution

 
/ˌrēdistrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n/






noun




the distribution of something in a different way, typically to achieve greater social equality




•
 
social justice required redistribution of wealth




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a government land redistribution policy.



















redistributionist

 
/ˌrēˌdistrəˈbyo͞oSHənist/





I.
 
noun




a person who advocates the redistribution of wealth.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the belief that wealth should be redistributed




•
 
redistributionist measures.














III.
 
derivatives





redistributionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















redistrict

 
/rēˈdistrikt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 divide or organize (an area) into new political or school districts




•
 
he made no secret about his intent to redistrict the state to the advantage of his party




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he asked the state Supreme Court to determine whether the Legislature has constitutional authority to redistrict now




•
 (as 
noun

 
redistricting

 )
 
the state constitution permits redistricting only once every 10 years.



















redivide

 
/ˌrēdəˈvīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something) again or differently




•
 
they were looking to redivide Europe into rival spheres of influence.














II.
 
derivatives





redivision

 
/-ˈviZHən /






noun





















redivivus

 
/ˌredəˈvīvəs, -ˈvēvəs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 come back to life; reborn




•
 
one is tempted to think of Poussin as a sort of Titian redivivus.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
re(d)-

 ‘again’ + 
vivus

 ‘living.’





Red Jacket






(c.1758–1830), Native American Seneca leader; Indian name 
Sagoyewatha

 . A gifted orator, he advised his people at council fires and defended them at treaty sessions and before government agencies. He received a symbolic medal from President Washington in 1792.









red kangaroo






noun




a large kangaroo of Australian grasslands, the male of which has a russet-red coat and the female typically a blue-gray coat.

[
Macropus rufus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 .]













Redlands

 
/ˈredləndz/






a commercial and resort city in southern California, near the San Bernardino Mountains; pop. 69,689 (est. 2008).









red lead

 
/ˈˌred ˈled/






noun




a red form of lead oxide used as a pigment.













red-letter day

 
/ˈˌred ˈledər ˌdā/





I.
 
noun




a day that is pleasantly noteworthy or memorable.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the practice of highlighting a festival in red on a calendar.





red light

 
/red līt/






noun



1.
 
a red traffic light or similar signal that instructs moving vehicles to stop.




2.
 
a refusal, or an order to stop an action




•
 
some subsidies would get a red light and be prohibited.



















red-light district

 
/ˌred ˈlīt ˌdistrikt/





I.
 
noun




an area of a town or city containing many brothels, strip clubs, and other sex businesses.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the use of a red light as the sign of a brothel.





redline

 
/ˈredˌlīn /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive with (a car engine) at or above its rated maximum rpm




•
 
both his engines were redlined now.










2.
 
refuse (a loan or insurance) to someone because they live in an area deemed to be a poor financial risk.




3.
 
cancel (a project).








II.
 
noun




the maximum number of revolutions per minute for a car engine.











– origin

 from the use of 
red

 as a limit marker, 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb a limit marked out by ringing a section of a map.





red man

 
/red man/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 an American Indian.











usage:

 See usage at redskin
 .






red meat

 
/ˈˌred ˈmēt/






noun




meat that is red when raw, for example beef or lamb.

Often contrasted with white meat
 .













Redmond

 
/ˈredmənd/






a city in west central Washington, northeast of Seattle; pop. 49,548 (est. 2008).










red mullet

 
/ˈˌred ˈmələt/






noun




an elongated fish with long barbels on the chin, living in warmer seas and widely valued as a food fish.

[Family 
Mullidae

 : several genera and many species, in particular 
Muletus surmuletus

 of the Mediterranean and eastern Atlantic.]













redneck

 
/ˈredˌnek/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a working-class white person, especially a politically reactionary one from a rural area




•
 
rednecks in the high, cheap seats stomped their feet and hooted




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a place of redneck biases.














II.
 
derivatives





rednecked






adjective



















– origin

 from the back of the neck being sunburned from outdoor work.





redness

 
/ˈrednəs/






noun




the quality or state of being red or reddish




•
 
the glowing redness of the sun




•
 
treatment for facial redness.




















redo





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈdo͞o /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do (something) again or differently




•
 
a whole day's work has to be redone.










2.
 
redecorate (a room or building)




•
 
the house is being redone exactly to suit his taste.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēdo͞o /



1.
 
a redecoration of a room or building




•
 
a total redo of the second floor shopping concourse.



















red ocher






noun




a variety of ocher, especially used for coloring or dyeing.













redolent

 
/ˈredlənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
redolent of/with

 )
 — strongly reminiscent or suggestive of (something)




•
 
names redolent of history and tradition.










2.
 


‹literary›

 strongly smelling of something




•
 
the church was old, dark, and redolent of incense.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 fragrant or sweet-smelling




•
 
a rich, inky, redolent wine.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
redolence

 
/ˈred(ə)ləns /






noun













2.
 
redolently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fragrant’): from Old French, or from Latin 
redolent-

 ‘giving out a strong smell,’ from 
re(d)-

 ‘back, again’ + 
olere

 ‘to smell.’





Redon, Odilon

 
/rəˈdôN/






(1840–1916), French painter and graphic artist. He was a leading exponent of symbolism and forerunner of surrealism.









Redondo Beach

 
/riˌdändō ˈbēCH/






a city in southwestern California, on Santa Monica Bay, south of Los Angeles; pop. 66,882 (est. 2008).









redouble

 
/rēˈdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become much greater, more intense, or more numerous


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we will redouble our efforts to reform agricultural policy




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
pressure to solve the problem has redoubled.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 double a bid already doubled by an opponent.








II.
 
noun






[Bridge]

 a call that doubles a bid already doubled by an opponent.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
redoubler

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
doubler

 ‘to double.’ The noun dates from the early 20th cent.





redoubt

 
/rəˈdout/





I.
 
noun






[Military]

 a temporary or supplementary fortification, typically square or polygonal and without flanking defenses.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
redoute

 , from obsolete Italian 
ridotta

 and medieval Latin 
reductus

 ‘refuge,’ from Latin 
reducere

 ‘withdraw.’ The 
-b-

 was added by association with doubt
 .





redoubtable

 
/rəˈdoudəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹often humorous›

 (of a person) formidable, especially as an opponent




•
 
he was a redoubtable debater.














II.
 
derivatives





redoubtably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
redoutable

 , from 
redouter

 ‘to fear,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
douter

 ‘to doubt.’






redound

 
/rəˈdound/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
redound to

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 contribute greatly to (a person's credit or honor)




•
 
his latest diplomatic effort will redound to his credit.










2.
 
(
redound upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 come back upon; rebound on




•
 
may his sin redound upon his head!







[probably by association with rebound
 1
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘surge up, overflow’): from Old French 
redonder

 , from Latin 
redundare

 ‘surge,’ from 
re(d)-

 ‘again’ + 
unda

 ‘a wave.’





redout

 
/ˈredout/






noun




a reddening of the vision resulting from congestion of blood in the eyes when the body is accelerated downward, sometimes followed by loss of consciousness.













redox

 
/ˈrēdäks/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a process in which one substance or molecule is reduced and another oxidized; oxidation and reduction considered together as complimentary processes




•
 
redox reactions involve electron transfer.

















– origin

 1920s: blend of reduction
 and oxidation
 .






red panda






noun




a raccoonlike mammal with thick reddish-brown fur and a bushy tail, native to high bamboo forests from the Himalayas to southern China.

Also called lesser panda
 . [
Ailurus fulgens

 ; it is variously placed with the raccoons or bears, or in its own family (
Ailurudae

 ).]













red pepper

 
/ˈˌred ˈpepər/






noun



1.
 
the ripe red fruit of a sweet pepper.

Compare with green pepper
 .




2.
 
another term for cayenne
 .













red pine






noun




any of a number of coniferous trees that yield reddish timber, in particular

[● a North American pine (
Pinus resinosa

 , family 
Pinaceae

 ).]













redpoll

 
/ˈredpōl/






noun



1.
 
a mainly brown finch with a red forehead, related to the linnet and widespread in Eurasia and North America.

[
Acanthis flammea

 , family 
Fringillidae

 ; occurs in a number of races that were formerly regarded as separate species.]




2.
 
(
Red Poll

 )
 — an animal of a breed of red-haired polled cattle.













Red Power





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a movement in support of rights and political power for American Indians


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the Red Power movement.

















– origin

 1960s: suggested by Black Power
 .





Red Queen hypothesis

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
the hypothesis that organisms are constantly struggling to keep up with one another in an evolutionary race between predator and prey species.







– origin

 late 20th cent.: named from a passage in Lewis Carroll's 
Alice Through the Looking Glass

 , in which the Red Queen tells Alice that “it takes all the running you can do to stay in the same place.”





redraft





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈdraft /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draft (a document, text, or map) again in a different way


(as 
adj.

 
redrafted

 )


•
 
I enclose a redrafted version.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌdraft /



1.
 
a document, text, or map that has been redrafted.













redraw

 
/rəˈdrô/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw or draw up again or differently




•
 
a judge forced Los Angeles to redraw its districts




•
 
the diagram was redrawn.



















redress

 
/rəˈdres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remedy or set right (an undesirable or unfair situation)




•
 
the power to redress the grievances of our citizens.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 set upright again




•
 
some ambitious architect being called to redress a leaning wall.














II.
 
noun




remedy or compensation for a wrong or grievance




•
 
those seeking redress for an infringement of public law rights.














III.
 
phrases





redress the balance






take action to restore equality in a situation.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
redressable






adjective













2.
 
redressal

 
/-əl /






noun













3.
 
redresser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: the verb from Old French 
redresser

 ; the noun via Anglo-Norman French 
redresse

 .





re-dress

 
/rēˈdres, ˈrē-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress (someone or something) again




•
 
he re-dressed the wound.



















red ribbon






noun






(US)

 an award given for coming in second in a competition.













Red River





I.
 
a river in Southeast Asia that rises in southern China and flows 730 miles (1,175 km) southeast through northern Vietnam to the Gulf of Tonkin.

Chinese name Yuan Jiang
 ; Vietnamese name Song Hong
 .




II.
 
a river in the southern US, a tributary of the Mississippi River, that rises in northern Texas and flows 1,222 miles (1,966 km) southeast, forming part of the border between Texas and Oklahoma. It enters the Mississippi River in Louisiana. Also called 
Red River of the South

 .




III.
 
a river in the northern US and Canada that rises in North Dakota and flows 545 miles (877 km) north, forming for most of its length the border between North Dakota and Minnesota, before entering Canada and emptying into Lake Winnipeg. Also called 
Red River of the North

 .









Red River cart






noun






‹historical›

 a strong two-wheeled cart formerly used on the Canadian prairies.













red roan





I.
 
adjective




denoting an animal's coat consisting of bay or chestnut mixed with white or gray.








II.
 
noun




a red roan animal.














red salmon

 
/red ˈsamən/






noun



1.
 
another term for sockeye
 .




2.
 
the reddish-pink flesh of the sockeye salmon used as food.













red sandalwood






noun




either of two Southeast Asian trees of the pea family that yield red timber.

[Two species in the family 
Leguminosae

 : 
Pterocarpus santalinus

 , from which a red dye is obtained, and 
Adenanthera pavonina

 , whose seeds were formerly used as weights by goldsmiths.]













Red Sea

 
/ˈˌred ˈsē/






a long, narrow, landlocked sea that separates Africa from the Arabian peninsula. It is linked to the Indian Ocean in the south by the Gulf of Aden and to the Mediterranean Sea in the north by the Suez Canal.









red setter






noun




less formal term for Irish setter
 .













redshank

 
/ˈredˌSHaNGk/






noun




a large Eurasian sandpiper with long red legs and brown, gray, or blackish plumage.

[Genus 
Tringa

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : two species, in particular 
T. totanus

 .]














redshift

 
/ˈredˈSHift /

 
red shift





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the displacement of spectral lines toward longer wavelengths (the red end of the spectrum) in radiation from distant galaxies and celestial objects. This is interpreted as a Doppler shift that is proportional to the velocity of recession and thus to distance.

Compare with blueshift
 .








II.
 
derivatives





redshifted






adjective





















redshirt

 
/ˈredˌSHərt /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
noun




a college athlete who is withdrawn from college sporting events during one year in order to develop skills and extend the period of playing eligibility by a further year at this level of competition.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a coach) keep (an athlete) out of college competition for a year in order to develop the athlete's skills and extend their period of playing eligibility




•
 
he came to Ohio State as a defensive lineman and was redshirted in 2010.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an athlete) stay out of college competition for a year to develop one’s skills and extend one’s period of playing eligibility




•
 
he redshirted last season.

















– origin

 from the red shirts worn by such athletes in practices with regular team members.





red-shouldered hawk






noun




a common North American hawk having reddish-brown shoulders and dark wings with white spots.

[
Buteo lineatus

 .]













redskin

 
/ˈredˌskin/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 an American Indian.











usage:

 The use of the term 
redskin

 is first recorded in the 18th century, translating (via French) a term in the Illinois language meaning literally ‘person with red skin’. The term originally had a neutral meaning and was used by American Indians themselves, but it eventually acquired an unfavorable connotation. 
Redskin

 , like the related terms 
red man

 and 
Red Indian

 , is now dated or offensive. 
American Indian

 , 
Native American

 , and (in Canada) 
First Nations

 are now the standard umbrella terms for members of the indigenous peoples of North America. Of course, if it is possible or appropriate, one can also use specific tribal names.






red snapper

 
/red ˈsnapər/






noun




a reddish marine fish that is of commercial value as a food fish, in particular

[● a tropical fish of the snapper family (genus 
Lutjanus

 , family 
Lutjanidae

 ). ● a North Pacific rockfish (
Sebastes ruberrimus

 , family 
Scorpaenidae

 ).]














red-spotted purple






noun




a North American butterfly that is a form of the white admiral, formerly considered a separate species. Its dark blue wings with red-orange bars and spots mimic the unpalatable pipevine swallowtail.













Red Square

 
/ˈˌred ˈskwe(ə)r/






a large square in Moscow next to the Kremlin. In existence since the late 15th century, under communism the square was the scene of great parades celebrating May Day and the October Revolution.









red squirrel

 
/red ˈskwər(ə)l/






noun




a small tree squirrel with a reddish coat.

[● a North American squirrel with a pale belly and a black line along the sides during the summer (
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus

 , family 
Sciuridae

 ). ● a Eurasian squirrel with distinctive ear tufts during the winter months (
Sciurus vulgaris

 , family 
Sciuridae

 ).]













redstart

 
/ˈredˌstärt/






noun



1.
 
an American warbler, the male of which is black with either a red belly or orange markings.

[Genera 
Setophaga

 and 
Myioborus

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 : several species, in particular the 
American redstart

 (
S. ruticilla

 ).]




2.
 
a Eurasian and North African songbird related to the chats, having a reddish tail and underparts.

[
Phoenicurus

 and other genera, subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
P. phoenicurus

 .]














red state





I.
 
noun




a US state that predominantly votes for or supports the Republican Party.

Compare with blue state
 .











– origin

 from the typical color used to represent the Republican Party on maps during elections.





red tabby






noun




a cat with a reddish-orange coat striped or dappled in a deeper red.













red-tailed hawk






noun




the most common and most widespread hawk of North and Central America, with a reddish tail.

[
Buteo jamaicensis

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]













red tape

 
/ˈˌred ˈtāp/





I.
 
noun




excessive bureaucracy or adherence to rules and formalities, especially in public business




•
 
this law will just create more red tape.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: so named because of the red or pink tape used to bind and secure official documents.






red tea





I.
 
noun




see rooibos
 .











– origin

 translation of Afrikaans 
rooibos

 .





red tide






noun




a discoloration of seawater caused by a bloom of toxic red dinoflagellates.













red top





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a tabloid.











– origin

 1990s: from the red background on which the titles of certain British newspapers are printed.





Red Tory






noun




(in Canada) a member of a political group who, while maintaining some conservative principles, supports many liberal and socialist policies.














reduce

 
/rəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make smaller or less in amount, degree, or size




•
 
the need for businesses to reduce costs




•
 
the workforce has been reduced to some 6,100




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reduced

 )
 
a reduced risk of coronary disease.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become smaller or less in size, amount, or degree




•
 
the number of priority homeless cases has reduced slightly.










3.
 
boil (a sauce or other liquid) in cooking so that it becomes thicker and more concentrated.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person) lose weight, typically by dieting




•
 
by May she had reduced to 125 pounds.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 conquer (a place), in particular besiege and capture (a town or fortress).




6.
 


[Photography]

 make (a negative or print) less dense.




7.
 


[Phonetics]

 articulate (a speech sound) in a way requiring less muscular effort. In vowels, this gives rise to a more central articulatory position.




8.
 
(
reduce someone/something to

 )
 — bring someone or something to (a lower or weaker state, condition, or role)




•
 
she has been reduced to near poverty




•
 
the church was reduced to rubble.










9.
 
(
be reduced to doing something

 )
 — (of a person) be forced by difficult circumstances into doing something desperate




•
 
ordinary soldiers are reduced to begging.










10.
 
make someone helpless with (an expression of emotion, especially with hurt, shock, or amusement)




•
 
Olga was reduced to stunned silence.










11.
 
force into (obedience or submission)




•
 
he succeeds in reducing his grandees to due obedience.










12.
 
(
reduce something to

 )
 — change a substance to (a different or more basic form)




•
 
it is difficult to understand how lava could have been reduced to dust.










13.
 
present a problem or subject in (a simplified form)




•
 
he reduces unimaginable statistics to manageable proportions.










14.
 
convert a fraction to (the form with the lowest terms).




15.
 


[Chemistry]

 cause to combine chemically with hydrogen.




16.
 
undergo or cause to undergo a reaction in which electrons are gained by one atom from another.

The opposite of oxidize
 .




17.
 
restore (a dislocated part) to its proper position by manipulation or surgery.




18.
 
remedy (a dislocation) by manipulation or surgery.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
reduced circumstances






used euphemistically to refer to the state of being poor after being relatively wealthy




•
 
a divorcee living in reduced circumstances.















2.
 
reduce someone to the ranks






demote a noncommissioned officer to an ordinary soldier.












III.
 
derivatives





reducer

 
/rəˈd(y)o͞osər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
reducere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
ducere

 ‘bring, lead.’ The original sense was ‘bring back’ (hence ‘restore,’ now surviving in 
sense

 5); this led to ‘bring to a different state,’ then ‘bring to a simpler or lower state’ (
sense

 3); and finally ‘diminish in size or amount’ (
sense

 1, dating from the late 18th cent).





reducible

 
/rəˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a subject or problem) capable of being simplified in presentation or analysis




•
 
Shakespeare's major soliloquies are not 
reducible to

 categories.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a polynomial) able to be factorized into two or more polynomials of lower degree.




3.
 
(of a group) expressible as the direct product of two of its subgroups.








II.
 
derivatives





reducibility

 
/rəˌd(y)o͞osəˈbilədē /






noun





















reducing agent






noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance that tends to bring about reduction by being oxidized and losing electrons.













reductant

 
/rəˈdəktənt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a reducing agent.













reductase

 
/rəˈdəkˌtās rēˈdəkˌtās rəˈdəkˌtāz rēˈdəkˌtāz/






noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that promotes the chemical reduction of a specified substance.













reductio ad absurdum

 
/rəˌdəktēō ad abˈsɜrdəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a method of proving the falsity of a premise by showing that its logical consequence is absurd or contradictory.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘reduction to the absurd.’






reduction

 
/rəˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of making a specified thing smaller or less in amount, degree, or size




•
 
talks on arms reduction




•
 
there had been 
a reduction in

 the number of casualties.










2.
 
the amount by which something is made smaller, less, or lower in price




•
 
special reductions on knitwear.










3.
 
the simplification of a subject or problem to a particular form in presentation or analysis




•
 
the 
reduction

 of classical genetics 
to

 molecular biology.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of converting an amount from one denomination to a smaller one, or of bringing down a fraction to its lowest terms.




5.
 


[Biology]

 the halving of the number of chromosomes per cell that occurs at one of the two anaphases of meiosis.




6.
 
a thing that is made smaller or less in size or amount, in particular




7.
 
an arrangement of an orchestral score for piano or for a smaller group of performers.




8.
 
a thick and concentrated liquid or sauce made by boiling.




9.
 
a copy of a picture or photograph made on a smaller scale than the original.




10.
 
the action of remedying a dislocation or fracture by returning the affected part of the body to its normal position.




11.
 


[Chemistry]

 the process or result of reducing or being reduced.




12.
 


[Phonetics]

 substitution of a sound that requires less muscular effort to articulate




•
 
the process of vowel reduction.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of bringing back): from Old French, or from Latin 
reductio(n-)

 , from 
reducere

 ‘bring back, restore’ (see reduce
 ). The sense development was broadly similar to that of reduce
 ; sense 1 dates from the late 17th cent.





reduction gear






noun




a system of gearwheels in which the driven shaft rotates more slowly than the driving shaft.














reductionism

 
/rəˈdəkSHəˌnizəm/






noun






‹often derogatory›

 the practice of analyzing and describing a complex phenomenon in terms of phenomena that are held to represent a simpler or more fundamental level, especially when this is said to provide a sufficient explanation.













reductionist

 
/rəˈdəkSH(ə)nəst /

 

‹often derogatory›






I.
 
noun




a person who analyzes and describes a complex phenomenon in terms of its simple or fundamental constituents




•
 
a crude reductionist.














II.
 
adjective




analyzing and describing a complex phenomenon in terms of its simple or fundamental constituents




•
 
a reductionist approach that leads to stereotyping.














III.
 
derivatives





reductionistic

 
/rəˌdəkSHəˈnistik /






adjective





















reductive

 
/rəˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to present a subject or problem in a simplified form, especially one viewed as crude




•
 
such a conclusion by itself would be reductive.










2.
 
(with reference to art) minimal




•
 
he combines his reductive abstract shapes with a rippled surface.










3.
 
of or relating to chemical reduction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reductively

 
/rəˈdəktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
reductiveness






noun





















reductivism

 
/rəˈdəktəˌvizəm/






noun



1.
 
another term for minimalism
 .




2.
 
another term for reductionism
 .













redundancy

 
/rəˈdəndənsē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being not or no longer needed or useful




•
 
the redundancy of 19th-century heavy plant machinery.










2.
 
the use of words or data that could be omitted without loss of meaning or function; repetition or superfluity of information.




3.
 


[Engineering]

 the inclusion of extra components that are not strictly necessary to functioning, in case of failure in other components




•
 
a high degree of redundancy is built into the machinery installation.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the state of being no longer employed because there is no more work available




•
 
the factory's workers face redundancy.



















redundant

 
/rəˈdəndənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not or no longer needed or useful; superfluous




•
 
this redundant brewery has been converted into a library




•
 
many of the old skills had become redundant.










2.
 
(of words or data) able to be omitted without loss of meaning or function.




3.
 


[Engineering]

 (of a component) not strictly necessary to functioning but included in case of failure in another component.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person) no longer employed because there is no more work available




•
 
eight permanent staff 
were made redundant

 .














II.
 
derivatives





redundantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘abundant’): from Latin 
redundant-

 ‘surging up,’ from the verb 
redundare

 (see redound
 ).





reduplicate

 
/rēˈd(y)o͞opləˌkāt rəˈd(y)o͞opləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repeat or copy so as to form another of the same kind




•
 
the upper parts of the harmony may be reduplicated at the octave above.










2.
 
repeat (a syllable or other linguistic element) exactly or with a slight change, e.g., 
hurly-burly

 , 
see-saw

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reduplication

 
/ˈˌrēˌd(y)o͞opləˈkāSHən rəˌd(y)o͞opləˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
reduplicative

 
/rēˈd(y)o͞opləˌkādiv rəˈd(y)o͞opləˌkādiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
reduplicat-

 ‘doubled again,’ from the verb 
reduplicare

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
duplicare

 (see duplicate
 ).





redux

 
/rēˈdəks, ˈrēˈdəks/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
brought back; revived




•
 
the 1980s were far more than just the '50s redux.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
reducere

 ‘bring back.’





red velvet cake






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rich cocoa-flavored cake with a distinctive reddish color, typically prepared as a layer cake with buttercream or cream cheese icing.














red wiggler






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for red worm
 (
sense

 1).













redwing

 
/ˈredwiNG/






noun



1.
 
a small migratory thrush that breeds mainly in northern Europe, with red underwings showing in flight.

[
Turdus iliacus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of other red-winged birds, especially the American red-winged blackbird.

See blackbird
 (
sense

 2).













red wolf






noun




a fairly small wolf with a cinnamon or tawny-colored coat, native to the southeastern US but possibly extinct in the wild.

[
Canis rufus

 , family 
Canidae

 .]














redwood

 
/ˈredˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
either of two giant conifers with thick fibrous bark, native to California and Oregon. They are the tallest known trees and are among the largest living organisms.

[Two species in the family 
Taxodiaceae

 : the 
California redwood

 (
Sequoia sempervirens

 ), which can grow to a height of 325 feet (110 m), and the 
giant redwood

 (
Sequoiadendron giganteum

 ), which can reach a trunk diameter of 35 feet (11 m).]




2.
 
used in names of other, chiefly tropical, trees with reddish timber.













Redwood City

 
/ˌredwo͝od ˈsidē/






a port city in north central California, on the southwestern side of San Francisco Bay, now part of the Silicon Valley complex; pop. 74,060 (est. 2008).









red worm






noun



1.
 
a red earthworm used in composting kitchen waste and as fishing bait.

Also called red wiggler
 . [
Lumbricus rubellus

 , family 
Lumbricidae

 .]




2.
 
a parasitic nematode worm occurring in the intestines of horses.

[Genus 
Strongylus

 , class 
Phasmida

 .]













red zone






noun



1.
 
a red sector on a gauge or dial corresponding to conditions that exceed safety limits




•
 
ozone readings edged into the red zone.










2.
 
a region that is dangerous or forbidden, or in which a particular activity is prohibited




•
 
any officer who parks in the red zone outside the courthouse could receive a ticket.



















re-echo

 
/ˌrēˈekō/





I.
 
verb




echo again or repeatedly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Dawn's words re-echoed in her mind.














II.
 
noun




a re-echoed word or sound.













reed

 
/rēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall, slender-leaved plant of the grass family that grows in water or on marshy ground.

[Genera 
Phragmites

 and 
Arundo

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular the 
common reed

 (
P. australis

 ), which is used for thatching.]




2.
 
used in names of plants similar to reeds, growing in wet habitats, e.g., 
bur reed

 .




3.
 
the tall, thin, straight stalk of a reed, used especially as material for thatching.




4.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — reeds growing in a mass or used as material, especially for making thatch or household items




•
 
a reed curtain




•
 
clumps of reed and grass.










5.
 


‹literary›

 a rustic musical pipe made from a reed or from straw.




6.
 
a thing or person resembling or likened to a reed, in particular




7.
 
a weak or impressionable person




•
 
the jurors were mere 
reeds in the wind

 .










8.
 


‹literary›

 an arrow.




9.
 
a weaver's comblike implement for separating the threads of the warp and correctly positioning the weft.




10.
 
(
reeds

 )
 — semicylindrical adjacent moldings grouped like reeds laid together.




11.
 
a piece of thin cane or metal, sometimes doubled, that vibrates in a current of air to produce the sound of various musical instruments, as in the mouthpiece of a clarinet or oboe, at the base of some organ pipes, and as part of a set in the accordion and harmonica.




12.
 
a wind instrument played with a reed.




13.
 
an organ stop with reed pipes.




14.
 
an electrical contact used in a magnetically operated switch or relay.








II.
 
derivatives





reedlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hrēod

 ; related to Dutch 
riet

 and German 
Ried

 .





Reed, Stanley Forman

 
/rēd/






(1884–1980), US Supreme Court associate justice 1938–57. A supporter of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs, he held various federal positions before being named to the Court.









Reed, Walter






(1851–1902), US army surgeon. He proved that the yellow fever virus is transmitted by mosquitoes. Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, DC, is named for him.









Reed, Willis






(1942–), US basketball player. A center for the New York Knicks 1964–74, he was the NBA's most valuable player for the 1969–1970 season. He later coached various professional and college teams. Basketball Hall of Fame (1982).









reedbuck

 
/ˈrēdˌbək/






noun




an African antelope with a distinctive whistling call and high bouncing jumps.

[Genus 
Redunca

 , family 
Bovidae

 : three species.]













reeded

 
/ˈrēdid/






adjective



1.
 
shaped into or decorated with semicylindrical adjacent moldings.




2.
 
(of a wind instrument) having a reed or reeds


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a double-reeded oboe.



















reeding

 
/ˈrēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
a small semicylindrical molding or ornamentation.




2.
 
the making of reeded moldings.













re-edit

 
/rēˈedit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
edit (a text or film) again




•
 
the third scene is still too long—we'll have to re-edit it.














II.
 
derivatives





re-edition

 
/rēeˈdiSH(ə)n /






noun






















reed mace

 
/ˈrēd ˌmās/






noun




another term for cattail
 .














reed organ

 
/rēd ˈôrɡən/






noun




a keyboard instrument similar to a harmonium, in which air is drawn upward past metal reeds to produce tones.













reed pipe

 
/ˈrēd ˌpīp/






noun



1.
 
a simple wind instrument made from a reed or with the sound produced by a reed.




2.
 
an organ pipe with a reed.













reed stop

 
/rēd stäp/






noun




an organ stop controlling reed pipes.













re-educate

 
/rēˈejəˌkāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
educate or train (someone) in order to change their beliefs or behavior




•
 
criminals are to be re-educated.



















re-education

 
/rēˌejəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




education or training to change someone's beliefs or behavior




•
 
a program of rehabilitation and re-education for prisoners.



















reed warbler

 
/ˈrēd ˌwôrb(ə)lər/






noun




a Eurasian and African songbird with plain plumage, frequenting reed beds.

[Genus 
Acrocephalus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : several species, in particular the common 
A. scirpaceus

 .]













reedy

 
/ˈrēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a voice, sound, or instrument) high and thin in tone




•
 
Frank's reedy voice




•
 
the reedy oboe.










2.
 
(of water or land) full of or edged with reeds




•
 
they swam in the reedy lake.










3.
 
(of a person) tall and thin




•
 
a reedy twelve-year-old.














II.
 
derivatives





reediness






noun






















reef1


 
/rēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ridge of jagged rock, coral, or sand just above or below the surface of the sea.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 
(S. African)

 a metalliferous mineral deposit, especially one that is bedded and contains gold.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier as 
riff

 ): from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
rif

 , 
ref

 , from Old Norse 
rif

 , literally ‘rib,’ used in the same sense; compare with reef
 2
 .






reef2


 
/rēf /

 

‹Sailing›






I.
 
noun




each of the several strips across a sail that can be taken in or rolled up to reduce the area exposed to the wind.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take in one or more reefs of (a sail)




•
 
reefing the mainsail in strong winds.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
reef

 , 
rif

 , from Old Norse 
rif

 , literally ‘rib,’ used in the same sense; compare with reef
 1
 .





reef-builder

 
/ˈrēfbildə/





I.
 
noun




a marine organism, especially a coral, that builds reefs.








II.
 
derivatives





reef-building






noun





















reefer1


 
/ˈrēfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a marijuana cigarette.




2.
 


‹informal›

 marijuana.











– origin

 1930s: perhaps related to Mexican Spanish 
grifo

 ‘(smoker of) cannabis.’





reefer2


 
/ˈrēfər/






noun




short for reefer jacket
 .













reefer3


 
/ˈrēfər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a refrigerated truck, railroad car, or ship.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






reefer jacket






noun




a thick, close-fitting, double-breasted jacket.













reef flat






noun




the horizontal upper surface of a coral reef.













reef knot

 
/ˈrēf ˌnät/






noun




a square knot, originally used for reefing sails.













reefpoint

 
/ˈrēfˌpoint/






noun






[Sailing]

 each of several short pieces of rope attached to a sail to secure it when reefed.













reek

 
/rēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smell strongly and unpleasantly; stink




•
 
the yard 
reeked of

 wet straw and stale horse manure




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reeking

 )
 
the reeking lavatories.










2.
 
be suggestive of something unpleasant or undesirable




•
 
the speeches 
reeked of

 anti-Semitism.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 give off smoke, steam, or fumes




•
 
while temples crash, and towers in ashes reek.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a foul smell




•
 
the reek of cattle dung.










2.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 smoke.








III.
 
derivatives





reeky






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rēocan

 ‘give out smoke or vapor,’ 
rēc

 (noun) ‘smoke,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rieken

 ‘to smell,’ 
rook

 ‘smoke,’ German 
riechen

 ‘to smell,’ 
Rauch

 ‘smoke.’





reel

 
/rēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylinder on which film, wire, thread, or other flexible materials can be wound.




2.
 
a length of something wound onto a reel




•
 


a reel of

 copper wire.










3.
 
a part of a movie




•
 
in the final reel he is transformed from unhinged sociopath into local hero.










4.
 
a device for winding and unwinding a line as required, in particular a fishing reel.




5.
 
a lively Scottish or Irish folk dance.




6.
 
a piece of music for a reel, typically in simple or duple time.




7.
 
short for Virginia reel
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
reel something in

 )
 — wind a line onto a reel by turning the reel.




2.
 
bring something attached to a line, especially a fish, toward one by turning a reel and winding in the line




•
 
he struck, and reeled in a good perch.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lose one's balance and stagger or lurch violently




•
 
he punched Connolly in the ear, 
sending him reeling






•
 
she reeled back against the van.










4.
 
feel very giddy, disoriented, or bewildered, typically as a result of an unexpected setback




•
 
the unaccustomed intake of alcohol made my head reel




•
 


‹figurative›

 the nationalist government is already reeling from 225 percent monthly inflation.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — walk in a staggering or lurching manner, especially while drunk




•
 
the two reeled out of the bar arm in arm.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — dance a reel.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





reel something off






say or recite something rapidly and without apparent effort




•
 
she proceeded to reel off in rapid Italian the various dishes of the day.


















IV.
 
derivatives





reeler

 
/ˈrēlər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hrēol

 , denoting a rotatory device on which spun thread is wound; of unknown origin.





re-elect

 
/ˌrēəˈlekt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
elect (someone) to a further term of office




•
 
Wilson was re-elected in November 1994.



















re-election

 
/ˌrēəˈlekSH(ə)n/






noun




the election of someone to a further term of office




•
 
he announced that he would seek re-election for mayor




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the President's re-election campaign.



















Reelfoot Lake

 
/ˌrēlfo͝ot ˈlāk/






a lake in the northwestern corner of Tennessee, near the Mississippi River, formed during the 1811 earthquake that centered on nearby New Madrid in Missouri.









reel-to-reel






adjective




denoting a tape recorder in which the tape passes between two reels mounted separately rather than within a cassette, generally superseded by cassette players except for professional use.













re-emerge

 
/ˌrēəˈmərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emerge again; come into sight or prominence once more




•
 
nationalism has re-emerged in western Europe.














II.
 
derivatives





re-emergent

 
/ˌrēəˈmərj(ə)nt /






adjective





















re-emergence

 
/ˌrēəˈmərj(ə)ns/






noun




the process of coming into sight or prominence once more




•
 
the re-emergence of tuberculosis coincided with the spread of HIV.



















re-emphasize

 
/ˌrēˈem(p)fəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place emphasis on (something) again




•
 
recent empirical findings re-emphasize that broad-based economic growth.














II.
 
derivatives





re-emphasis

 
/ˌrēˈem(p)fəsis /






noun





















re-employ

 
/ˌrēemˈploi/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ again




•
 
the dismissed executives were soon re-employed




•
 
his extensive research is re-employed in his chapter on black theater.














II.
 
derivatives





re-employment

 
/ˌrēemˈploimənt /






noun





















re-enact

 
/ˌrēəˈnakt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act out (a past event)




•
 
bombers were gathered together to re-enact the historic first air attack.










2.
 
bring (a law) into effect again when the original statute has been repealed.













re-enactment

 
/ˌrēəˈnaktmənt/






noun



1.
 
the acting out of a past event




•
 
the re-enactment of a naval battle




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
a replica gun for use in historical re-enactments.










2.
 
the action of bringing a law into effect again




•
 
there was a wholesale repeal and re-enactment of the law.



















re-energize

 
/ˌrēˈenərjīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give fresh vitality, enthusiasm, or impetus to




•
 
new reconstruction projects will re-energize the flagging economy.



















re-engineer

 
/ˌrēenjəˈnir/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
redesign (a device or machine).




2.
 
(often as 
noun

 
re-engineering

 )
 — restructure (a company or part of its operations).













re-enlist

 
/ˌrēənˈlist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enlist again in the armed forces.








II.
 
derivatives





re-enlister






noun





















re-enter

 
/ˌrēˈen(t)ər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter (something) again




•
 
women who wish to re-enter the labor market.














II.
 
derivatives





re-entrance






noun






















re-entrant

 
/ˌrēˈentrənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an angle) pointing inward.

The opposite of salient
 .




2.
 
having an inward-pointing angle or angles.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a re-entrant angle.




2.
 
an indentation or depression in terrain.




3.
 
a person who has re-entered something, especially the labor force.













re-entry

 
/ˌrēˈentrē/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of re-entering something




•
 
programs designed to prepare you for re-entry to the profession




•
 
she feared she would not be granted re-entry into Britain.










2.
 
the return of a spacecraft or missile into the earth's atmosphere.




3.
 


[Law]

 the action of retaking or repossession.




4.
 
a visible duplication of part of the design for a postage stamp due to an inaccurate first impression.




5.
 
a stamp displaying a re-entry.













re-equip

 
/ˌrēəˈkwip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with new equipment




•
 
the mill was re-equipped with modern machinery.














II.
 
derivatives





re-equipment

 
/ˌrēəˈkwipmənt /






noun





















re-erect

 
/ˌrēəˈrekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
erect (something, especially a building) again.








II.
 
derivatives





re-erection






noun





















re-establish

 
/ˌrēiˈstabliSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
establish (something) again or anew




•
 
this project will re-establish contact with students.



















re-establishment

 
/ˌrēəˈstabliSHmənt/






noun




the action of establishing something again or anew




•
 
telephone conversations facilitated the re-establishment of family connections.



















re-evaluate

 
/ˌrēiˈvalyo͞oˌāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
evaluate again or differently




•
 
fifteen patients were re-evaluated after six months




•
 
I began to re-evaluate my life.



















re-evaluation

 
/ˌrēəˌvalyo͞oˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of assessing or evaluating something again or differently




•
 
our preflight procedures require re-evaluation




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
re-evaluations of the war.




















reeve1


 
/rēv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Canadian)

 the president of a village or town council.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a local official, in particular the chief magistrate of a town or district in Anglo-Saxon England.











– origin

 Old English 
rēfa

 .






reeve2


 
/rēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 thread (a rope or rod) through a ring or other aperture, especially in a block




•
 
one end of the new rope was 
reeved through

 the chain.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from Dutch 
reven

 ‘reef (a sail)’ (see reef
 2
 ).





reeve3


 
/rēv/





I.
 
noun




a female ruff.

See ruff
 1
 (
sense

 3).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: variant of dialect 
ree

 , of unknown origin.





Reeve, Christopher

 
/rēv/






(1952–2004), US actor. He starred in the 
Superman

 movie series 1978–87, as well as other movies such as 
Somewhere in Time

 (1980), 
Deathtrap

 (1982), and 
Rear Window

 (1998). A horseback riding accident in 1995 left him paralyzed from the neck down, after which he became a prominent advocate for public awareness of and research support for spinal cord injuries.









re-examination

 
/ˌrēəɡˌzaməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of examining something again or further




•
 
a country with a past that requires re-examination




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the department had undertaken a re-examination of its role.










2.
 


[Law]

 the process of questioning one's own witness again, after cross-examination by the opposing counsel




•
 
advocates questioned the manner in which the re-examination of witnesses has been conducted.



















re-examine

 
/ˌrēəɡˈzamən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine again or further




•
 
I will have the body re-examined.










2.
 


[Law]

 examine (a witness) again, after cross-examination by the opposing counsel.













re-export





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rē ˈekspôrt rēekˈspôrt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
export (imported goods), typically after they have undergone further processing or manufacture.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/rē ˈekspôrt /



1.
 
the action of re-exporting something.




2.
 
a thing that has or will be re-exported.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
re-exportation

 
/ˌrē-ˌekspôrˈtāSHən /






noun













2.
 
re-exporter






noun





















ref

 
/ref /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




(in sports) a referee.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as referee in (a game or match).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





ref.

 
/ref/






abbreviation



1.
 
reference.




2.
 
refer to.













reface

 
/rēˈfās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a new facing on (a building)




•
 
part of the tower was refaced with brick.



















refashion

 
/rēˈfaSHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fashion (something) again or differently.













refection

 
/rəˈfekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 refreshment by food or drink.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a meal, especially a light one.




3.
 


‹literary›

 
[Zoology]

 the eating of partly digested fecal pellets, as practiced by rabbits.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
refectio(n-)

 , from 
reficere

 ‘renew’ (see refectory
 ).






refectory

 
/rəˈfekt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




a room used for communal meals, especially in an educational or religious institution.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
refectorium

 , from Latin 
reficere

 ‘refresh, renew,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





refectory table






noun




a long, narrow table.














refer

 
/rəˈfər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
refer to

 )
 — mention or allude to




•
 
the reports of the commission are often referred to in the media




•
 
New York, 
referred to as

 the Big Apple.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
refer someone to

 )
 — direct the attention of someone to




•
 
I refer my colleague to the reply that I gave some moments ago.










3.
 
(
refer to

 )
 — (of a word or phrase) describe or denote; have as a referent




•
 
the term “rhetoric” almost invariably refers to persuasion.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
refer something to

 )
 — pass a matter to (another body, typically one with more authority or expertise) for a decision




•
 
disagreement arose and the issue was referred back to the Executive Committee.










5.
 
(
refer someone to

 )
 — send or direct someone to a medical specialist




•
 
she was 
referred to

 a clinical psychologist for counseling.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
refer to

 )
 — read or otherwise use (a source of information) in order to ascertain something; consult




•
 
I always refer to a dictionary when I come across a new word.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
refer something to

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 trace or attribute something to (someone or something) as a cause or source




•
 
the God to whom he habitually referred his highest inspirations.










8.
 
regard something as belonging to (a certain period, place, or class).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
referable

 
/ˈref(ə)rəbəl rəˈfərəbəl rēˈfərəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
referrer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
referer

 or Latin 
referre

 ‘carry back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
ferre

 ‘bring.’





referee

 
/ˌrefəˈrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official who watches a game or match closely to ensure that the rules are adhered to and (in some sports) to arbitrate on matters arising from the play.




2.
 
a person appointed to examine and assess for publication a scientific or other academic work.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a person willing to testify in writing about the character or ability of someone, especially an applicant for a job.








II.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — act as referee for




•
 
the man who refereed the World Cup final




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
refereeing for medical journals.




















referee's assistant






noun






[Soccer]

 each of two officials who assist the referee from the touchline, especially in deciding whether the ball is out of play.














reference

 
/ˈref(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of mentioning or alluding to something




•
 
he 
made reference to

 the enormous power of the mass media




•
 
references to Darwinism and evolution.










2.
 
a mention or citation of a source of information in a book or article.




3.
 
a book or passage cited with a reference.




4.
 
use of a source of information in order to ascertain something




•
 
popular works of reference




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a reference work.










5.
 
the sending of a matter for decision or consideration to some authority




•
 
he demanded the immediate reference of the whole dispute to the United Nations.










6.
 
a letter from a previous employer testifying to someone's ability or reliability, used when applying for a new job.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a book or article) with citations of authorities




•
 
each chapter is referenced, citing literature up to 1990.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for future reference






for use at a later date




•
 
she lodged this idea in the back of her mind for future reference.















2.
 
terms of reference






the scope and limitations of an activity or area of knowledge




•
 
the judge will present a plan outlining the inquiry's terms of reference.















3.
 
with (or in) reference to






in relation to; as regards




•
 
war can only be explained with reference to complex social factors.























reference book

 
/ˈref(ə)rəns ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book intended to be consulted for information on specific matters rather than read from beginning to end




•
 
a beat-up old grade-school dictionary was the only reference book we ever had in our house.



















reference electrode






noun






[Electronics]

 an electrode having an accurately maintained potential, used as a reference for measurement by other electrodes.













reference frame






noun




see frame of reference
 .













reference group






noun




a social group that a person takes as a standard in forming attitudes and behavior.













reference library

 
/ˈref(ə)rəns ˌlīˌbrərē/






noun




a library, typically one holding many reference books, in which the books are not for loan but may be read on site.













reference point

 
/ˈref(ə)rəns point/






noun




a basis or standard for evaluation, assessment, or comparison; a criterion.













referendum

 
/ˌrefəˈrendəm/





I.
 
noun




a general vote by the electorate on a single political question that has been referred to them for a direct decision.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, gerund (‘referring’), or neuter gerundive (‘something to be brought back or referred’) of 
referre

 (see refer
 ).





referent

 
/ˈref(ə)rənt/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the thing that a word or phrase denotes or stands for




•
 
“the Morning Star” and “the Evening Star” have the same referent (the planet Venus).

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
referent-

 ‘bringing back,’ from the verb 
referre

 (see refer
 ).





referential

 
/ˌrefəˈren(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or of the nature of references or allusions.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 of or relating to a referent, in particular having the external world rather than a text or language as a referent.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
referentiality

 
/ˌrefəˌrenCHēˈalətē /






noun













2.
 
referentially






adverb





















referral

 
/rəˈfərəl/






noun



1.
 
an act of referring someone or something for consultation, review, or further action.




2.
 
the directing of a patient to a medical specialist by a primary care physician.




3.
 
a person whose case has been referred to a specialist doctor or a professional body.













referred pain

 
/rəˌfərd ˈpān rēˌfərd ˈpān/






noun






[Medicine]

 pain felt in a part of the body other than its actual source.













refi

 
/rēˈfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refinance (a mortgage).








II.
 
adjective




relating to refinancing and the refinancing market




•
 
the refi boom is over.

















– origin

 shortening.





refill





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈfil /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (a container) again




•
 
she paused and refilled her glass with wine before going on.










2.
 
replenish the supply of (medicine called for in a prescription)




•
 
there's nothing he can do but refill his Valium prescription.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a container) become full again




•
 
the empty pool will rapidly refill from rain and snow.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌfil /



1.
 
an act of filling a container again




•
 
he proffered his glass for a refill.










2.
 
a replenished supply of medicine called for in a prescription




•
 
an oral contraceptive refill was dispensed.














III.
 
derivatives





refillable

 
/rēˈfiləb(ə)l /






adjective





















refinance

 
/rēˈfīˌnans ˌrēfəˈnans/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
finance (something) again, typically with a new loan at a lower rate of interest.













refine

 
/rəˈfīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove impurities or unwanted elements from (a substance), typically as part of an industrial process




•
 
sugar was refined by boiling it in huge iron vats.










2.
 
improve (something) by making small changes, in particular make (an idea, theory, or method) more subtle and accurate




•
 
ease of access to computers has refined analysis and presentation of data.














II.
 
derivatives





refiner

 
/rəˈfīnər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + the verb fine
 1
 , influenced by French 
raffiner

 .





refined

 
/rəˈfīnd/






adjective



1.
 
with impurities or unwanted elements having been removed by processing.




2.
 
elegant and cultured in appearance, manner, or taste




•
 
her voice was very low and refined.










3.
 
developed or improved so as to be precise or subtle




•
 
building up a more refined profile of the customer's needs.



















refinement

 
/rəˈfīnmənt/






noun



1.
 
the process of removing impurities or unwanted elements from a substance




•
 
the refinement of uranium.










2.
 
the improvement or clarification of something by the making of small changes




•
 
this gross figure needs considerable refinement




•
 
recent 
refinements to

 production techniques.










3.
 
cultured elegance in behavior or manner




•
 
her carefully cultivated veneer of refinement.










4.
 
sophisticated and superior good taste




•
 
the refinement of Hellenistic art.



















refinery

 
/rəˈfīn(ə)rē/






noun




an industrial installation where a substance is refined




•
 
an oil refinery.



















refinish

 
/rēˈfiniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a new finish to (a surface or object).








II.
 
noun




an act of refinishing a surface or object.














refit





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈfit /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
replace or repair machinery, equipment, and fittings in (a ship, building, etc.)




•
 
a lucrative contract to refit a submarine fleet.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌfit rēˈfit /



1.
 
a restoration or repair of machinery, equipment, or fittings.













refl.






abbreviation



1.
 
reflection.




2.
 
reflective.




3.
 
reflex.




4.
 
reflexive.













reflag

 
/rēˈflaɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the national registry of (a ship).













reflate

 
/rēˈflāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expand the level of output of (an economy) by government stimulus, using either fiscal or monetary policy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reflation

 
/rəˈflāSHən rēˈflāSHən /






noun













2.
 
reflationary

 
/rēˈflāSHəˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from re-
 ‘again,’ on the pattern of 
inflate

 , 
deflate

 .






reflect

 
/rəˈflekt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a surface or body) throw back (heat, light, or sound) without absorbing it




•
 
when the sun's rays hit the earth a lot of the heat is reflected back into space




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reflected

 )
 
his eyes gleamed in the reflected light.










2.
 
(of a mirror or shiny surface) show an image of




•
 
he could see himself reflected in Keith's mirrored glasses.










3.
 
embody or represent (something) in a faithful or appropriate way




•
 
stocks are priced at a level that reflects a company's prospects




•
 
schools should reflect cultural differences.










4.
 
(of an action or situation) bring (credit or discredit) to the relevant parties




•
 
the main contract is progressing well, which reflects great credit on those involved.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
reflect well/badly on

 )
 — bring about a good or bad impression of




•
 
the incident reflects badly on the operating practices of the airlines.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
reflect on/upon

 )
 — think deeply or carefully about




•
 
he reflected with sadness on the unhappiness of his marriage




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
Charles reflected that maybe there was hope for the family after all.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 make disparaging remarks about.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reflecter

 or Latin 
reflectere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’






reflectance

 
/rəˈflektəns/






noun






[Physics]

 the measure of the proportion of light or other radiation striking a surface that is reflected off it.













reflected glory






noun




fame or approval achieved through association with someone else rather than through one's own efforts.













reflecting telescope






noun




a telescope in which a mirror is used to collect and focus light.














reflection

 
/rəˈflekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the throwing back by a body or surface of light, heat, or sound without absorbing it




•
 
the reflection of light.










2.
 
an amount of light, heat, or sound that is reflected by a body or surface




•
 
the reflections from the streetlights gave us just enough light.










3.
 
an image seen in a mirror or shiny surface




•
 
Marianne surveyed her reflection in the mirror.










4.
 
a thing that is a consequence of or arises from something else




•
 
a healthy skin is a reflection of good health in general.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing bringing discredit to someone or something




•
 
it was a sad 
reflection on

 society that because of his affliction he was picked on.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the conceptual operation of inverting a system or event with respect to a plane, each element being transferred perpendicularly through the plane to a point the same distance the other side of it.




7.
 
serious thought or consideration




•
 
he doesn't get much time for reflection.










8.
 
an idea about something, especially one that is written down or expressed




•
 
reflections on human destiny and art.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reflexion

 or late Latin 
reflexio(n-)

 , from Latin 
reflex-

 ‘bent back,’ from the verb 
reflectere

 .





reflection coefficient






noun




another term for reflectance
 .













reflective

 
/rəˈflektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
providing a reflection; capable of reflecting light or other radiation




•
 
reflective glass




•
 
reflective clothing.










2.
 
produced by reflection




•
 
a colorful reflective glow.










3.
 
relating to or characterized by deep thought; thoughtful




•
 
a quiet, reflective, astute man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reflectively

 
/rəˈflektivlē /






adverb













2.
 
reflectiveness

 
/rəˈflektivnəs /






noun





















reflectivity

 
/rəˌflekˈtivədē rēˌflekˈtivədē/






noun






[Physics]

 the property of reflecting light or radiation, especially reflectance as measured independently of the thickness of a material.













reflectometer

 
/riˌflekˈtämətər, ˌrē-/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring quantities associated with reflection, in particular (also 
time domain reflectometer

 ) an instrument for locating discontinuities (e.g., faults in electric cables) by detecting and measuring reflected pulses of energy.








II.
 
derivatives





reflectometry

 
/-ˈtämətrē /






noun





















reflector

 
/rəˈflektər/






noun



1.
 
a piece of glass, metal, or other material for reflecting light in a required direction, e.g., a red one on the back of a motor vehicle or bicycle.




2.
 
an object or device that reflects radio waves, seismic vibrations, sound, or other waves.




3.
 
a reflecting telescope.













reflet

 
/rəˈflā/





I.
 
noun




luster or iridescence, especially on ceramics.











– origin

 French, literally ‘reflection.’





reflex

 
/ˈrēˌfleks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action that is performed as a response to a stimulus and without conscious thought




•
 
a newborn baby is equipped with basic reflexes.










2.
 
(
reflexes

 )
 — a person's ability to respond quickly




•
 
he was saved by his superb reflexes.










3.
 
(in reflexology) a response in a part of the body to stimulation of a corresponding point on the feet, hands, or head


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
reflex points.










4.
 
a thing that is determined by and reproduces the essential features or qualities of something else




•
 
politics was no more than a reflex of economics.










5.
 
a word formed by development from an earlier stage of a language.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a reflected source of light




•
 
the reflex from the window lit his face.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action) performed without conscious thought as an automatic response to a stimulus




•
 
sneezing is a reflex action.










2.
 
(of an angle) exceeding 180°.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of light) reflected.




4.
 
(also 
reflexed

 )
 — (especially of flower petals) bent or turned backward.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a thought) directed or turned back upon the mind itself; introspective.








III.
 
derivatives





reflexly

 
/ˈrēˌflekslē, riˈflekslē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun denoting reflection): from Latin 
reflexus

 ‘a bending back,’ from 
reflectere

 ‘bend back’ (see reflect
 ).





reflex arc






noun






[Physiology]

 the nerve pathway involved in a reflex action including at its simplest a sensory nerve and a motor nerve with a synapse between.













reflex camera

 
/ˈrēˌfleks ˌkam(ə)rə/






noun




a camera with a ground glass focusing screen on which the image is formed by a combination of lens and mirror, enabling the scene to be correctly composed and focused.













reflexible

 
/rəˈfleksəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly technical›

 capable of being reflected.








II.
 
derivatives





reflexibility

 
/ˌrēfleksəˈbilədē /






noun





















reflexion

 
/rəˈflekSHən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant spelling of reflection
 .













reflexive

 
/rəˈfleksiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a pronoun that refers back to the subject of the clause in which it is used, e.g., 
myself

 , 
themselves

 .




2.
 
(of a verb or clause) having a reflexive pronoun as its object, e.g., 
wash oneself

 .




3.
 
(of an action) performed as a reflex, without conscious thought




•
 
at concerts like this one, standing ovations have become reflexive.










4.
 


[Logic]

 (of a relation) always holding between a term and itself.




5.
 
(of a method or theory in the social sciences) taking account of itself or of the effect of the personality or presence of the researcher on what is being investigated.








II.
 
noun




a reflexive word or form, especially a pronoun.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reflexiveness






noun













2.
 
reflexivity

 
/ˌrēflekˈsivədē /






noun





















reflexively

 
/rəˈfleksivlē/






adverb




as a reflex, without conscious thought; automatically




•
 
they reflexively oppose policies that could harm their salaries




•
 
we nod reflexively before we're sure that we agree.



















reflexology

 
/ˌrēˌflekˈsäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of massage used to relieve tension and treat illness, based on the theory that there are reflex points on the feet, hands, and head linked to every part of the body.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 the scientific study of reflex action as it affects behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





reflexologist

 
/ˌrēflekˈsäləjəst /






noun





reflexology
 (
sense

 1)





















reflow





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌflō /



1.
 
(in word processing) the action of rearranging text on a page after having changed such features as type size, line length, and spacing.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a soldering technique in which surface-mount components are held in position on a circuit board using a paste containing solder that melts to form soldered joints when the circuit board is heated.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈrēˌflō, rēˈflō /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in word processing) rearrange (text) on a page, having changed such features as type size, line length, and spacing.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 attach (a surface-mount component) using the reflow technique.













refluent

 
/ˈreflo͞oənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 flowing back; ebbing




•
 
the refluent waters of the Mississippi.














II.
 
derivatives





refluence






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
refluent-

 ‘flowing back,’ from the verb 
refluere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





reflux

 
/ˈrēˌfləks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the process of boiling a liquid in such a way that any vapor is liquefied and returned to the stock.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹technical›

 the flowing back of a liquid, especially that of a fluid in the body.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 boil or cause to boil in circumstances such that the vapor returns to the stock of liquid after condensing.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹technical›

 (of a liquid, especially a bodily fluid) flow back.













refocus

 
/rēˈfōkəs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adjust the focus of (a lens or one's eyes).




2.
 
focus (attention or resources) on something new or different




•
 
refocus attention on yourself through repeating your main points.



















refollow

 
/rēˈfälō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
start following (a person, group, or organization) on a social media website or application for a second or further time




•
 
my Twitter page got hacked—can you refollow me?



















reforest

 
/rēˈfôrəst/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
replant with trees; cover again with forest




•
 
a project to reforest the country's coastal areas.



















reforestation

 
/rēˌfôrəˈstāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of replanting an area with trees




•
 
the need for post-fire reforestation




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a massive reforestation project to renew soil fertility.



















reforge

 
/rēˈfôrj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forge (something) again or differently




•
 
they wanted to reforge the identity of the nation.




















reform

 
/rəˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make changes in (something, typically a social, political, or economic institution or practice) in order to improve it




•
 
an opportunity to reform and restructure an antiquated schooling model.










2.
 
bring about a change in (someone) so that they no longer behave in an immoral, criminal, or self-destructive manner




•
 
the state has a duty to reform criminals




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reformed

 )
 
a reformed gambler.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) change oneself for the better




•
 
it was only when his drunken behavior led to blows that he started to reform.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 subject (hydrocarbons) to a catalytic process in which straight-chain molecules are converted to branched forms for use in gasoline.








II.
 
noun




the action or process of reforming an institution or practice




•
 
the reform of the divorce laws




•
 
economic reforms.














III.
 
adjective

 — (
Reform

 )


1.
 
of, denoting, or pertaining to Reform Judaism




•
 
a Reform rabbi.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reformable

 
/rəˈfôrməb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
reformative

 
/rəˈfôrmədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the senses ‘restore (peace)’ and ‘bring back to the original condition’): from Old French 
reformer

 or Latin 
reformare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
formare

 ‘to form, shape.’ The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.





re-form

 
/rēˈfôrm/






verb




form or cause to form again


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the clouds re-formed over the sun.



















reformat

 
/rēˈfôrˌmat/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Computing]

 give a new format to; revise or represent in another format.













reformation

 
/ˌrefərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of reforming an institution or practice




•
 
the reformation of the Senate.










2.
 
(
the Reformation

 )
 — a 16th-century movement for the reform of abuses in the Roman Catholic Church ending in the establishment of the Reformed and Protestant Churches.

The roots of the Reformation go back to the 14th-century attacks on the wealth and hierarchy of the Church made by groups such as the Lollards and the Hussites. But the Reformation is usually thought of as beginning in 1517 when Martin Luther issued ninety-five theses criticizing Church doctrine and practice. In Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Saxony, Hesse, and Brandenburg, supporters broke away and established Protestant churches, while in Switzerland a separate movement was led by Zwingli and later Calvin.








II.
 
derivatives





reformational

 
/ˌrefərˈmāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
reformatio(n-)

 , from 
reformare

 ‘shape again’ (see reform
 ).





re-formation

 
/ˌrēfôrˈmāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of forming again.













reformatory

 
/rəˈfôrməˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 an institution to which youthful offenders are sent as an alternative to prison; a reform school.








II.
 
adjective




tending or intended to produce reform.













Reformed Church






noun




a church that has accepted the principles of the Reformation, especially a Calvinist church (as distinct from Lutheran).













reformer

 
/rəˈfôrmər/






noun




a person who makes changes to something in order to improve it




•
 
a skilled reformer of government spending




•
 
a radical social reformer.



















reformist

 
/rəˈfôrməst/





I.
 
adjective




supporting or advancing gradual reform rather than abolition or revolution.








II.
 
noun




a person who advocates gradual reform rather than abolition or revolution.








III.
 
derivatives





reformism

 
/rəˈfôrˌmizəm /






noun





















Reform Judaism

 
/rəˈfô(ə)rm rēˈfô(ə)rm ˈjo͞odəˌizəm ˈjo͞odēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a form of Judaism, initiated in Germany by the philosopher 
Moses Mendelssohn

 (1729–86), that has reformed or abandoned aspects of Orthodox Jewish worship and ritual in an attempt to adapt to modern changes in social, political, and cultural life.








II.
 
derivatives





Reform Jew






noun





















reform school

 
/rəˈfôrm ˌsko͞ol rēˈfôrm ˌsko͞ol/






noun




an institution to which youthful offenders are sent as an alternative to prison.













reformulate

 
/ˌrēˈfôrmyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
formulate again or differently




•
 
the company also recently reformulated its Double Fudge Bar.














II.
 
derivatives





reformulation

 
/ˌrēˌfôrmyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun






















refoulement

 
/rəˈfo͞olmäN/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the forcible return of refugees or asylum seekers to a country where they are liable to be subjected to persecution




•
 
international and EU law prohibit refoulement.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in sense ‘an instance of water being forced back into the channel of a river’): French, from 
refouler

 ‘push or force back.’






refract

 
/rəˈfrakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be refracted

 )


1.
 
(of water, air, or glass) make (a ray of light) change direction when it enters at an angle




•
 
the rays of light are refracted by the material of the lens.










2.
 
measure the focusing characteristics of (an eye) or of the eyes of (someone).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
refract-

 ‘broken up,’ from the verb 
refringere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
frangere

 ‘to break.’





refracting telescope

 
/rəˈfraktiNG rēˈfraktiNG ˈteləˌskōp/






noun




a telescope that uses a converging lens to collect light.













refraction

 
/rəˈfrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the fact or phenomenon of light, radio waves, etc., being deflected in passing obliquely through the interface between one medium and another or through a medium of varying density.




2.
 


[Physics]

 change in direction of propagation of any wave as a result of its traveling at different speeds at different points along the wave front.




3.
 


[Physics]

 measurement of the focusing characteristics of an eye or eyes.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
refractio(n-)

 , from 
refringere

 ‘break up’ (see refract
 ).





refractive

 
/rəˈfraktiv/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving refraction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
refractively






adverb













2.
 
refractivity

 
/ˌrēfrakˈtivədē /






noun





















refractive index






noun




the ratio of the velocity of light in a vacuum to its velocity in a specified medium.













refractometer

 
/riˌfrakˈtämətər, rē-/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring a refractive index.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
refractometric

 
/riˌfraktəˈmetrik, ˌrē- /






adjective













2.
 
refractometry

 
/-trē /






noun





















refractor

 
/rəˈfraktər/






noun



1.
 
a lens or other object that causes refraction.




2.
 
a refracting telescope.













refractory

 
/rəˈfrakt(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 stubborn or unmanageable




•
 
his refractory pony.










2.
 


‹formal›

 resistant to a process or stimulus




•
 
some granules are 
refractory to

 secretory stimuli.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
[Medicine]

 (of a person, illness, or diseased tissue) not yielding to treatment




•
 
healing of previously refractory ulcers.










4.
 


‹formal›

 
[Medicine]

 
‹rare›

 (of a person or animal) resistant to infection.




5.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 (of a substance) resistant to heat; hard to melt or fuse.








II.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a substance that is resistant to heat.








III.
 
derivatives





refractoriness

 
/rəˈfrakˌtôrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
refractary

 , from Latin 
refractarius

 ‘stubborn’ (see also refract
 ).





refractory period






noun






[Physiology]

 a period immediately following stimulation during which a nerve or muscle is unresponsive to further stimulation.













refrain1


 
/rəˈfrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stop oneself from doing something




•
 
she 
refrained from

 comment.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘restrain (a thought or feeling)’): from Old French 
refrener

 , from Latin 
refrenare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
frenum

 ‘bridle.’






refrain2


 
/rəˈfrān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a repeated line or number of lines in a poem or song, typically at the end of each verse.




2.
 
the musical accompaniment for a refrain.




3.
 
a comment or complaint that is often repeated




•
 
“Poor Tom” had become the constant refrain of his friends.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
refraindre

 ‘break,’ based on Latin 
refringere

 ‘break up’ (because the refrain “broke” the sequence).





reframe

 
/rēˈfrām/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a picture or photograph) in a new frame.




2.
 
frame or express (words or a concept or plan) differently.













refrangible

 
/rəˈfranjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be refracted.








II.
 
derivatives





refrangibility

 
/rəˌfranjəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
refrangibilis

 , from 
refrangere

 ‘break up’ (see refract
 ).





refreeze

 
/ˌrēˈfrēz/






verb




make or become frozen again.














refresh

 
/rəˈfreSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give new strength or energy to; reinvigorate




•
 
the shower had refreshed her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
refreshed

 )
 
I awoke feeling calm and refreshed.










2.
 
stimulate or jog (someone's memory) by checking or going over previous information




•
 
he was able to refresh her memory on many points.










3.
 
revise or update (skills or knowledge)




•
 
short-term courses give nurses an opportunity to refresh their skills.










4.
 


[Computing]

 update the display on (a screen).




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 pour more (drink) for someone or refill (a container) with drink




•
 
the tea is cold and the pot needs refreshing.










6.
 
place or keep (food) in cold water so as to cool or maintain freshness.








II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 an act or function of updating the display on a screen.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
refreschier

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
fres(che

 ) ‘fresh.’





refresher

 
/rəˈfreSHər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that refreshes, in particular




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an activity that revises or updates one's skills or knowledge




•
 
candidates take some refresher training before coming back.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a drink.













refresher course






noun




a short course reviewing or updating previous studies or training connected with one's profession.













refreshing

 
/rəˈfreSHiNG/






adjective



1.
 
serving to refresh or reinvigorate someone




•
 
a refreshing drink




•
 
the morning air was so refreshing.










2.
 
welcome or stimulating because new or different




•
 
it 
makes a refreshing change

 to be able to write about something nice




•
 
her directness is refreshing.



















refreshingly

 
/rəˈfreSHiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a refreshing or reinvigorating way




•
 
a strong breeze blew refreshingly all day.










2.
 
in a way that is welcome or stimulating through being new or different




•
 
banners which deviated refreshingly from the stereotypical norm




•
 
he is refreshingly honest about his failures.



















refreshment

 
/rəˈfreSHmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
refreshments

 )
 — a light snack or drink, especially one provided in a public place or at a public event




•
 
light refreshments are available




•
 
an ample supply of liquid refreshment.










2.
 
the giving of fresh mental or physical strength or energy




•
 
hobbies and vacations are for refreshment and recreation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
refreschement

 , from the verb 
refreschier

 (see refresh
 ).





refresh rate






noun






[Computing]

 the frequency with which a monitor's display is updated.














refried beans

 
/ˌrēˌfrīd ˈbēnz/






plural noun




pinto beans boiled and fried in advance and reheated when required, used especially in Mexican cooking.













refrigerant

 
/rəˈfrijərənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance used for refrigeration.








II.
 
adjective




causing cooling or refrigeration.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a substance that cools or allays fever): from French 
réfrigérant

 or Latin 
refrigerant-

 ‘making cool,’ from the verb 
refrigerare

 (see refrigerate
 ).






refrigerate

 
/rəˈfrijəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (food or drink) to cold in order to chill or preserve it, typically by placing it in a refrigerator




•
 
refrigerate the dough for one hour.














II.
 
derivatives





refrigeratory

 
/rəˈfrij(ə)rəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
refrigerat-

 ‘made cool,’ from the verb 
refrigerare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
frigus

 , 
frigor-

 ‘cold.’





refrigerated

 
/rəˈfrijəˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) chilled, especially in a refrigerator




•
 
sandwiches must be kept refrigerated in stores




•
 
refrigerated meat.










2.
 
(of a vehicle or container) used to keep or transport food or drink in a chilled condition




•
 
refrigerated display units.



















refrigeration

 
/rəˌfrijəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of subjecting food or drink to cold in order to chill or preserve it




•
 
products quickly go bad due to lack of refrigeration




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
commercial refrigeration units.




















refrigerator

 
/rəˈfrijəˌrādər/






noun




an appliance or compartment that is artificially kept cool and used to store food and drink. Modern refrigerators generally make use of the cooling effect produced when a volatile liquid is forced to evaporate in a sealed system in which it can be condensed back to liquid outside the refrigerator.













refringent

 
/rəˈfrinjənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 refractive.








II.
 
derivatives





refringence






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
refringent-

 , literally ‘breaking again,’ from the verb 
refringere

 .





reft

 
/reft/






past and past participle of reave
 .









refuel

 
/rēˈfyo͞o(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply (a vehicle) with more fuel




•
 
the authorities agreed to refuel the plane.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) be supplied with more fuel.














refuge

 
/ˈrefˌyo͞oj ˈrefˌyo͞oZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a condition of being safe or sheltered from pursuit, danger, or trouble




•
 
he was forced to 
take refuge in

 the French embassy




•
 
I 
sought refuge in

 drink.










2.
 
something providing shelter




•
 
the family came to be seen as a 
refuge from

 a harsh world.










3.
 
an institution providing safe accommodations for women who have suffered violence from a spouse or partner.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
refugium

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
fugere

 ‘flee.’





refugee

 
/ˌrefyo͝oˈjē/





I.
 
noun




a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster




•
 
tens of thousands of refugees fled their homes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a refugee camp.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
réfugié

 ‘gone in search of refuge,’ past participle of 
(se) réfugier

 , from 
refuge

 (see refuge
 ).





refugium

 
/rəˈfyo͞ojēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an area in which a population of organisms can survive through a period of unfavorable conditions, especially glaciation.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin, literally ‘place of refuge.’





refulgent

 
/rəˈfəljənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 shining brightly




•
 
refulgent blue eyes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
refulgence

 
/rəˈfəlj(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
refulgently






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
refulgent-

 ‘shining out,’ from the verb 
refulgere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
fulgere

 ‘to shine.’





refund1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈfənd ˈrēˌfənd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay back (money), typically to a customer who is not satisfied with goods or services bought




•
 
if you're not delighted with your purchase, we guarantee to refund your money in full.










2.
 
pay back money to (someone)




•
 
I'll refund you for the apples and any other damage.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌfənd /



1.
 
a repayment of a sum of money, typically to a dissatisfied customer




•
 
you are entitled to reject it and insist on a refund




•
 
you'll get an immediate tax refund.














III.
 
derivatives





refundable

 
/rəˈfəndəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘pour back’ and ‘restore’): from Old French 
refonder

 or Latin 
refundere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour,’ later associated with the verb fund
 . The noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





refund2


 
/rēˈfənd/






verb




fund (a debt, etc.) again.













refurb

 
/riˈfərb /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of refurbishing something, especially a building




•
 
the theater closes next year for its $10 million refurb.










2.
 
something that has been refurbished.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refurbish (something).













refurbish

 
/rēˈfərbiSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renovate and redecorate (something, especially a building)




•
 
the premises have been completely refurbished in our corporate style.



















refurbishment

 
/rēˈfərbiSHmənt/






noun




the renovation and redecoration of something, especially a building




•
 
the theater reopened following major refurbishment




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the $7.5 million refurbishment program will take nine months.



















refurnish

 
/rēˈfərniSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
furnish (a room or building) again or differently.













refusal

 
/rəˈfyo͞ozəl/






noun

 — [usu. with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
an act or an instance of refusing; the state of being refused.




2.
 
see first refusal
 .














refuse1


 
/rəˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indicate or show that one is not willing to do something




•
 
I refused to answer




•
 
he was severely beaten when he refused.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — indicate that one is not willing to accept or grant (something offered or requested)




•
 
she refused a cigarette




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the old lady was refused admission to four hospitals.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a thing) fail to perform a required action




•
 
the car refused to start.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — decline to accept an offer of marriage from (someone)




•
 
he's so conceited he'd never believe anyone would refuse him.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a horse) stop short or run alongside (a fence or other obstacle) instead of jumping it.








II.
 
derivatives





refuser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
refuser

 , probably an alteration of Latin 
recusare

 ‘to refuse,’ influenced by 
refutare

 ‘refute.’





refuse2


 
/ˈrefˌyo͞os/





I.
 
noun




matter thrown away or rejected as worthless; trash




•
 
heaps of refuse




•
 
refuse collection.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
refusé

 ‘refused,’ past participle of 
refuser

 (see refuse
 1
 ).





refusenik

 
/rəˈfyo͞oznik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person in the former Soviet Union who was refused permission to emigrate, in particular, a Jew forbidden to emigrate to Israel.




2.
 
a person who refuses to follow orders or obey the law, especially as a protest.











– origin

 1970s: from refuse
 1
 + -nik
 .





refutation

 
/ˌrefyəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of proving a statement or theory to be wrong or false




•
 
scientific theory is always tentative, open to refutation




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
he fails to give a clear refutation of the argument.



















refute

 
/rəˈfyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prove (a statement or theory) to be wrong or false; disprove




•
 
these claims have not been convincingly refuted.










2.
 
prove that (someone) is wrong.




3.
 
deny or contradict (a statement or accusation)




•
 
a spokesman totally refuted the allegation of bias.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
refutable

 
/rəˈfyo͞odəbəl rēˈfyo͞odəbəl ˈrefyədəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
refutal

 
/rəˈfyo͞odl /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›















3.
 
refuter

 
/rəˈfyo͞odər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
refutare

 ‘repel, rebut.’ / 
usage:

 The core meaning of 
refute

 is ‘prove a statement or theory to be wrong,’ as in attempts to 
refute

 Einstein's theory. In the second half of the 20th century, a more general sense developed, meaning simply ‘deny,’ as in I absolutely 
refute

 the charges made against me. Traditionalists object to this newer use as an unacceptable degradation of the language, but it is widely encountered.





regain

 
/rəˈɡān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain possession or use of (something) again after losing it




•
 
she died without regaining consciousness




•
 
the tyrant was able to regain Sicily.










2.
 
reach (a place, position, or thing) again; get back to




•
 
they were unable to regain their boats.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
regagner

 (see re-
 , gain
 ).






regal

 
/ˈrēɡəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, resembling, or fit for a monarch, especially in being magnificent or dignified




•
 
regal authority




•
 
her regal bearing.














II.
 
derivatives





regally

 
/ˈrēɡəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
regalis

 , from 
rex

 , 
reg-

 ‘king.’





regale

 
/rəˈɡāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entertain or amuse (someone) with talk




•
 
he 
regaled

 her 
with

 a colorful account of that afternoon's meeting.










2.
 
lavishly supply (someone) with food or drink




•
 
he was regaled with excellent home cooking.














II.
 
derivatives





regalement






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
régaler

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + Old French 
gale

 ‘pleasure.’





regalia

 
/rəˈɡālyə/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the emblems or insignia of royalty, especially the crown, scepter, and other ornaments used at a coronation.




2.
 
the distinctive clothing worn and ornaments carried at formal occasions as an indication of status




•
 
the Bishop of Florence 
in full regalia

 .

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘royal powers’): from medieval Latin, literally ‘royal privileges,’ from Latin, neuter plural of 
regalis

 ‘regal.’ / 
usage:

 The word 
regalia

 comes from Latin and is, technically speaking, the plural of 
regalis

 . However, in the way the word is used in English today, it behaves as a collective noun, similar to words like 
staff

 or 
government

 . This means that it can be used with either a singular or plural verb (the 
regalia

 of Russian tsardom 
is

 now displayed in the Kremlin or the 
regalia

 of Russian tsardom 
are

 now displayed in the Kremlin). In fact, in English, 
regalia

 has no other singular form.





regalian

 
/riˈɡālyən/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 belonging or relating to a monarch; regal




•
 
regalian rights.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
régalien

 , from Latin 
regalis

 ‘regal.’





regality

 
/rēˈɡalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being a king or queen.




2.
 
the demeanor or dignity appropriate to a king or queen




•
 
Ellen awaited her guests, radiating regality.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a royal privilege.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
regalite

 or medieval Latin 
regalitas

 , from 
regalis

 ‘royal’ (see regal
 ).





regard

 
/rəˈɡärd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consider or think of (someone or something) in a specified way




•
 
she regarded Omaha as her base




•
 
he was highly regarded by senators of both parties.










2.
 
gaze at steadily in a specified fashion




•
 
Professor Ryker regarded him with a faint smile.










3.
 
(of a thing) have relation to or connection with; concern




•
 
if these things regarded only myself, I could stand it with composure.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 pay attention to; heed




•
 
he talked very wisely, but I regarded him not.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
attention to or concern for something




•
 
the court must have 
regard to

 the principle of welfare




•
 
she rescued him without 
regard for

 herself.










2.
 
high opinion; liking and respect; esteem




•
 
she had a particular 
regard for

 Eliot.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a gaze; a steady or significant look




•
 
he shifted uneasily before their clear regard.










4.
 
(
regards

 )
 — best wishes (used to express friendliness in greetings, especially at the end of letters)




•
 
Warm regards, Helen




•
 
give her my regards.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as regards






concerning; with respect to




•
 
as regards content, the program will cover important current issues.















2.
 
in this (or that) regard






in connection with the point previously mentioned




•
 
there was little incentive for them to be active in this regard.















3.
 
with (or in) regard to






as concerns; with respect to




•
 
he made inquiries with regard to Beth.


















IV.
 
derivatives





regardable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
regarder

 ‘to watch,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ (also expressing intensive force) + 
garder

 ‘to guard.’





regardant

 
/rəˈɡärd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 looking backward.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French, present participle of 
regarder

 ‘look (again).’





regardful

 
/rəˈɡärdfəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
regardful of

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 paying attention to; mindful of




•
 
Parker was not overly regardful of public opinion.














II.
 
derivatives





regardfully

 
/rəˈɡärdfəlē /






adverb





















regarding

 
/rəˈɡärdiNG/






preposition




with respect to; concerning




•
 
your recent letter regarding the above proposal.




















regardless

 
/rəˈɡärdləs/





I.
 
adverb




without paying attention to the present situation; despite the prevailing circumstances




•
 
they were determined to carry on regardless.














II.
 
phrases





regardless of






without regard or consideration for




•
 
the allowance is paid regardless of age or income.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
regardlessly






adverb













2.
 
regardlessness

 
/rəˈɡärdləsnəs /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at irregardless
 .





regather

 
/rēˈɡaT͟Hər/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — collect or gather (something) again




•
 
after 1910 the workers' movement regathered momentum.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — meet or come together again




•
 
they regathered at lunchtime to resume their drinking.



















regatta

 
/rəˈɡadə rəˈɡädə/





I.
 
noun




a sporting event consisting of a series of boat or yacht races.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian (Venetian dialect), literally ‘a fight, contest.’





regd






abbreviation




registered.













regelate

 
/ˈrējəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 (chiefly of pieces of ice thawed apart) freeze together again.








II.
 
derivatives





regelation

 
/ˌrējəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + Latin 
gelat-

 ‘frozen’ (from the verb 
gelare

 ).





Régence

 
/rāˈZHäNs/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a style of costume, furniture, and interior decoration characteristic of the era of the French Regency (1715–23).











– origin

 French, ‘Regency.’





regency

 
/ˈrējənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the office or period of government by a regent.




2.
 
a commission acting as regent.




3.
 
(
the Regency

 )
 — the particular period of a regency, especially (in Britain) from 1811 to 1820 and (in France) from 1715 to 1723.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting British architecture, clothing, and furniture of the Regency or, more widely, of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Regency style was contemporary with the Empire style and shares many of its features: elaborate and ornate, it is generally neoclassical, with a generous borrowing of Greek and Egyptian motifs.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
regentia

 , from Latin 
regent-

 ‘ruling’ (see regent
 ).






regenerate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈjenəˌrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a living organism) regrow (new tissue) to replace lost or injured tissue




•
 
a crab in the process of regenerating a claw.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an organ or tissue) regrow




•
 
once destroyed, brain cells do not regenerate.










3.
 
bring into renewed existence; generate again




•
 
the issue was regenerated last month.










4.
 
bring new and more vigorous life to (an area or institution), especially in economic terms; revive




•
 
regenerating the inner cities.










5.
 
(especially in Christian use) give a new and higher spiritual nature to.




6.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
regenerated

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 precipitate (a natural polymer such as cellulose) in a different form following chemical processing, especially in the form of fibers.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/rəˈjen(ə)rət /



1.
 
reformed or reborn, especially in a spiritual or moral sense.








III.
 
derivatives





regenerator

 
/rəˈjenəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
regeneratus

 ‘created again,’ past participle of 
regenerare

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
generare

 ‘create.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





regeneration

 
/rəˌjenəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of regenerating or being regenerated, in particular the formation of new animal or plant tissue.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 positive feedback.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the action or process of regenerating polymer fibers.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
regeneratio(n-)

 , from 
regenerare

 ‘create again’ (see regenerate
 ).





regenerative

 
/rəˈjen(ə)rədiv rəˈjenəˌrādiv/





I.
 
adjective




tending to or characterized by regeneration




•
 
natural regenerative processes.














II.
 
derivatives





regeneratively






adverb





















regenerative braking






noun




a method of braking in which energy is extracted from the parts braked, to be stored and reused.














regent

 
/ˈrējənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person appointed to administer a country because the monarch is a minor or is absent or incapacitated.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a member of the governing body of a university or other academic institution.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
acting as regent for a monarch




•
 
the queen regent of Portugal.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
regent-

 ‘ruling,’ from the verb 
regere

 .





regerminate

 
/rēˈjərməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
germinate again.








II.
 
derivatives





regermination






noun





















regex

 
/ˈreɡeks /

 
regexp /ˈreɡeksp/







noun






[Computing]

 a regular expression.














reggae

 
/ˈreˌɡā/





I.
 
noun




a style of popular music with a strongly accented subsidiary beat, originating in Jamaica. Reggae evolved in the late 1960s from ska and other local variations on calypso and rhythm and blues, and became widely known in the 1970s through the work of Bob Marley; its lyrics are much influenced by Rastafarian ideas.











– origin

 1960s: perhaps related to Jamaican English 
rege-rege

 ‘quarrel, dispute.’





reggaeton

 
/ˈreɡāˌtōn/





I.
 
noun




a form of dance music of Puerto Rican origin, characterized by a fusion of Latin rhythms, dancehall, and hip-hop or rap.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from reggae
 and Spanish 
-ton

 , on the pattern of 
marathon

 .





Reggio di Calabria

 
/ˌrej(ē)ō dē käˈläbrēä/






a port at the southern tip of the “toe” of Italy, on the Strait of Messina, capital of Calabria region; pop. 185,621 (2008).









regicide

 
/ˈrejəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of killing a king.




2.
 
a person who kills or takes part in killing a king.








II.
 
derivatives





regicidal

 
/ˌrejəˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
rex

 , 
reg-

 ‘king’ + -cide
 , probably suggested by French 
régicide

 .





Régie

 
/rāˈZHē/





I.
 
noun




(in some European countries) a government department that controls an industry or service, historically one with complete control of the importation, manufacture, and taxation of tobacco, salt, and other resources.











– origin

 French, feminine past participle of 
régir

 ‘to rule.’





regift

 
/rēˈɡift/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (a gift one has received) to someone else




•
 
do you think she'll regift that horrendous vase?




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the survey showed that 53% of consumers plan to regift this holiday.














II.
 
noun




an item that has been regifted




•
 
most of my regifts are more meaningful than the usual bouquet of flowers.














III.
 
derivatives





regifter






noun





















regild

 
/ˌrēˈɡild/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renew or replace the gold on (a gilded object).













regime

 
/rəˈZHēm rāˈZHēm /

 
régime





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a government, especially an authoritarian one.




2.
 
a system or planned way of doing things, especially one imposed from above




•
 
detention centers with a very tough physical regime.










3.
 
a coordinated program for the promotion or restoration of health; a regimen




•
 
a low-calorie, low-fat regime.










4.
 
the conditions under which a scientific or industrial process occurs.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘regimen’): French 
régime

 , from Latin 
regimen

 ‘rule’ (see regimen
 ). Sense 1 dates from the late 18th cent. (with original reference to the Ancien Régime).





regime change

 
/rāˈZHēːmCHānj/






noun




the replacement of one administration or government by another, especially by means of military force.














regimen

 
/ˈrejəmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a prescribed course of medical treatment, way of life, or diet for the promotion or restoration of health




•
 
a regimen of one or two injections per day




•
 
a treatment regimen.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a system of government.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of governing): from Latin, from 
regere

 ‘to rule.’





regiment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrejəmənt /



1.
 
a permanent unit of an army typically commanded by a colonel and divided into several companies, squadrons, or batteries and often into two battalions




•
 
two or three miles inland a highly experienced artillery regiment had established a defensive position.










2.
 
an operational unit of artillery.




3.
 
a large array or number of people or things




•
 
a neat 
regiment of

 jars and bottles.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 rule or government over a person, people, or country




•
 
the powers of ecclesiastical regiment which none but the Church should wield.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈrejəmənt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be regimented

 )


1.
 
organize according to a strict, sometimes oppressive system or pattern




•
 
every aspect of their life is strictly regimented.










2.
 


‹rare›

 form (troops) into a regiment or regiments.








III.
 
derivatives





regimentation

 
/ˌrejəmənˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rule or government over a person, people, or country’): via Old French from late Latin 
regimentum

 ‘rule,’ from 
regere

 ‘to rule.’





regimental

 
/ˌrejəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a regiment




•
 
a regimental band




•
 
regimental colors.














II.
 
derivatives





regimentally

 
/-ˈmentl-ē /






adverb





















regimentals

 
/ˌrejəˈmen(t)lz/






plural noun






(Brit.)

 military uniform, especially that of a particular regiment.













regimented

 
/ˈrejəˌmen(t)əd/






adjective




very strictly organized or controlled




•
 
the regimented life of a long-term prisoner.



















Regina1


 
/rəˈjīnə/






the capital of Saskatchewan, located in the center of the wheat-growing plains of south central Canada; pop. 179,246 (2006).









Regina2


 
/rəˈjēnə/





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) the reigning queen (used following a name or in the titles of lawsuits, e.g., 
Regina v. Jones

 , the Crown versus Jones).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘queen.’





Regiomontanus, Johannes

 
/ˌrāɡē-ōˌmônˈtänəs, ˌrējē-ōˌmänˈtānəs/






(1436–76), German astronomer and mathematician; born 
Johannes Müller

 . Considered the most important astronomer of the 15th century, he translated Ptolemy's 
Mathematical Syntaxis

 and wrote four monumental works on mathematics and astronomy.









region

 
/ˈrējən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area or division, especially part of a country or the world having definable characteristics but not always fixed boundaries




•
 
one of the region's major employers




•
 
the equatorial regions




•
 
a major wine-producing region.










2.
 
an administrative district of a city or country.




3.
 
a part of the body, especially around or near an organ




•
 
an unexpected clenching sensation in the region of her heart.










4.
 
an area of activity or thought




•
 
his work takes needlework into the region of folk art.














II.
 
phrases





in the region of






approximately




•
 
annual sales in the region of $30 million.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
regio(n-)

 ‘direction, district,’ from 
regere

 ‘to rule, direct.’





regional

 
/ˈrēj(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of a region




•
 
regional and local needs




•
 
regional variations.














II.
 
noun

 — (
regionals

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an athletic contest involving competitors from a particular region




•
 
the opening game of the Little League Senior Division Softball Eastern Regionals.



















regionalism

 
/ˈrējənlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the theory or practice of regional rather than central systems of administration or economic, cultural, or political affiliation




•
 
a strong expression of regionalism.










2.
 
a linguistic feature peculiar to a particular region and not part of the standard language of a country.








II.
 
derivatives





regionalist

 
/ˈrēj(ə)n(ə)ləst /






noun, adjective





















regionalize

 
/ˈrēj(ə)n(ə)līz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
regionalized

 )


1.
 
organize (a country, area, or enterprise) on a regional basis




•
 
a regionalized system.














II.
 
derivatives





regionalization

 
/ˌrējənləˈzāSHən ˌrējnələˈzāSHən ˌrējənlˌīˈzāSHən ˌrējnəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















regionally

 
/ˈrēj(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb




in a way that relates to a region or regions




•
 
regionally based services




•
 
party membership varies regionally




•
 
regionally distinct traditions.



















regional metamorphism






noun






[Geology]

 metamorphism affecting rocks over an extensive area as a result of the large-scale action of heat and pressure.

Compare with contact metamorphism
 .













regisseur

 
/ˌrāZHēˈsər/





I.
 
noun




a person who stages a theatrical production, especially a ballet.











– origin

 from French 
régisseur

 .






register

 
/ˈrejəstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official list or record, for example of births, marriages, and deaths, of shipping, or of historic places.




2.
 
a book or record of attendance, for example of students in a class or school or guests in a hotel.




3.
 
a particular part of the range of a voice or instrument




•
 
his voice moved up a register




•
 
she plays a basset horn and relishes the duskiness of its lower register.










4.
 
a sliding device controlling a set of organ pipes that share a tonal quality.




5.
 
a set of organ pipes so controlled.




6.
 


[Linguistics]

 a variety of a language or a level of usage, as determined by degree of formality and choice of vocabulary, pronunciation, and syntax, according to the communicative purpose, social context, and social status of the user.




7.
 


[Printing]

 
[Photography]

 the exact correspondence of the position of color components in a printed positive.




8.
 


[Printing]

 the exact correspondence of the position of printed matter on the two sides of a page.




9.
 
(in electronic devices) a location in a store of data, used for a specific purpose and with quick access time.




10.
 
an adjustable plate for widening or narrowing an opening and regulating a draft, especially in a fire grate.




11.
 
short for cash register
 .




12.
 


[Art]

 one of a number of bands or sections into which a design is divided.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter or record on an official list or directory




•
 
the vessel is registered as Liberian




•
 
her father was late in registering her birth




•
 (as 
adj.

 
registered

 )
 
a registered trademark.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — enter one's name and other details on an official list or directory


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
34,500 registered to vote.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — put one's name in a register as a guest in a hotel.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of a couple to be married) have a list of wedding gifts compiled and kept at a store for consultation by gift buyers.




5.
 
entrust (a letter or parcel) to a post office for transmission by registered mail


(as 
adj.

 
registered

 )


•
 
a registered letter.










6.
 
(of an instrument) detect and show (a reading) automatically




•
 
the electroscope was too insensitive to register the tiny changes.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — (of an event) give rise to a specified reading on an instrument




•
 
the blast registered 5.4 on the Richter scale.










8.
 
express or convey (an opinion or emotion)




•
 
I wish to register an objection




•
 
he did not register much surprise at this.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an emotion) show in a person's face or gestures




•
 
nothing registered on their faces.










10.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — properly notice or become aware of (something)




•
 
he had not even registered her presence.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — make an impression on a person's mind




•
 
the content of her statement did not register.










12.
 


[Printing]

 
[Photography]

 correspond or cause to correspond exactly in position


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they are adjusted until the impressions register.














III.
 
derivatives





registrable

 
/ˈrejəstrəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
regestre

 or medieval Latin 
regestrum

 , 
registrum

 , alteration of 
regestum

 , singular of late Latin 
regesta

 ‘things recorded,’ from 
regerere

 ‘enter, record.’





registered mail






noun




prepaid first class mail that is recorded by the post office before being sent and at each point along its route to safeguard against loss, theft, or damage.













registered nurse

 
/ˈˌrejəstərd ˈnərs /

 
RN






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a nurse who has graduated from a college's nursing program or from a school of nursing and has passed a national licensing exam.

Compare with practical nurse
 .













registrant

 
/ˈrejəstrənt/






noun




a person who registers.













registrar

 
/ˈrejəˌsträr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official responsible for keeping a register or official records




•
 
the registrar of births and deaths.










2.
 
an official in a college or university who is responsible for keeping student records.








II.
 
derivatives





registrarship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
registrarius

 , from 
registrum

 (see register
 ).





registration

 
/ˌrejəˈstrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of registering or of being registered




•
 
the registration of births, marriages, and deaths




•
 
the number of new private car registrations has increased.










2.
 
a certificate that attests to the registering of a person, automobile, etc.




3.
 


[Music]

 a combination of stops used when playing the organ.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
registratio(n-)

 , based on Latin 
regerere

 ‘enter, record’ (see register
 ).





registry

 
/ˈrejəstrē/






noun



1.
 
a place or office where registers or records are kept.




2.
 
an official list or register




•
 
a recognized purebred dog registry.










3.
 
registration.




4.
 
the nationality of a merchant ship




•
 
converted trawlers of local registry.



















Regius professor

 
/ˈrēj(ē)əs prəˌfesər/





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) the holder of a university chair founded by a sovereign (especially one at Oxford or Cambridge instituted by Henry VIII) or filled by Crown appointment.











– origin

 Latin 
regius

 ‘royal,’ from 
rex

 , 
reg-

 ‘king.’





reglaze

 
/rēˈɡlāz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
glaze (a window) again.













reglet

 
/ˈreɡlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a thin strip of wood or metal used to separate type.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a narrow strip used to separate moldings or panels from one another.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
réglet

 , diminutive of 
règle

 ‘rule.’





regnal

 
/ˈreɡnəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of a reign or monarch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Anglo-Latin 
regnalis

 , from Latin 
regnum

 ‘kingdom.’





regnal year






noun




a year reckoned from the date or anniversary of a sovereign's accession.













regnant

 
/ˈreɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[often 
postpositive

 ]
 — reigning; ruling




•
 
a queen regnant.










2.
 
currently having the greatest influence; dominant




•
 
the regnant belief.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
regnant-

 ‘reigning,’ from the verb 
regnare

 .





regolith

 
/ˈreɡəˌliTH/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the layer of unconsolidated rocky material covering bedrock.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhēgos

 ‘rug, blanket’ + -lith
 .





regorge

 
/rēˈɡôrj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 bring up again; disgorge.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 gush or flow back again.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
regorger

 , or from re-
 ‘again’ + the verb gorge
 .





regrade

 
/rēˈɡrād/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grade again or differently


(as 
noun

 
regrading

 )


•
 
a demand for a regrading of pay levels.



















regress





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈɡres /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — return to a former or less developed state




•
 
art has been regressing toward adolescence for more than a generation now.










2.
 
return mentally to a former stage of life or a supposed previous life, especially through hypnosis or mental illness


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she claims to be able to regress to the Roman era




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I regressed Sylvia to early childhood.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Statistics]

 calculate the coefficient or coefficients of regression of (a variable) against or on another variable.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Astronomy]

 move in a retrograde direction.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌɡres /



1.
 
the action of returning to a former or less developed state.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 a series of statements in which a logical procedure is continually reapplied to its own result without approaching a useful conclusion (e.g., defining something in terms of itself).











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
regressus

 , from 
regredi

 ‘go back, return,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
gradi

 ‘walk.’





regression

 
/rəˈɡreSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a return to a former or less developed state.




2.
 
a return to an earlier stage of life or a supposed previous life, especially through hypnosis or mental illness, or as a means of escaping present anxieties


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
regression therapy.










3.
 
a lessening of the severity of a disease or its symptoms




•
 
he seemed able to produce a regression in this disease.










4.
 


[Statistics]

 a measure of the relation between the mean value of one variable (e.g., output) and corresponding values of other variables (e.g., time and cost).













regressive

 
/rəˈɡresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
becoming less advanced; returning to a former or less developed state




•
 
the regressive, infantile wish for the perfect parent of early childhood.










2.
 
of, relating to, or marked by psychological regression.




3.
 
(of a tax) taking a proportionally greater amount from those on lower incomes.




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 proceeding from effect to cause or from particular to universal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
regressively

 
/rəˈɡresivlē /






adverb













2.
 
regressiveness

 
/rəˈɡresivnəs /






noun





















regret

 
/rəˈɡret/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel sad, repentant, or disappointed over (something that has happened or been done, especially a loss or missed opportunity)




•
 
she immediately regretted her words




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I regretted that he did not see you.










2.
 
used in polite formulas to express apology for or sadness over something unfortunate or unpleasant




•
 
any inconvenience to readers is regretted




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
we regret that no tickets may be exchanged.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 feel sorrow for the loss or absence of (something pleasant)




•
 
my home, when shall I cease to regret you!














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of sadness, repentance, or disappointment over something that has happened or been done




•
 
she expressed her regret at Virginia's death




•
 
he had to decline, 
to his regret

 .










2.
 
(often 
regrets

 )
 — an instance or cause of regret




•
 
she had few regrets in leaving the house.










3.
 
(often 
one's regrets

 )
 — used in polite formulas to express apology for or sadness at an occurrence or an inability to accept an invitation




•
 
please give your grandmother my regrets.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
regreter

 ‘bewail (the dead),’ perhaps from the Germanic base of greet
 2
 .





regretful

 
/rəˈɡretfəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing regret




•
 
he sounded regretful but pointed out that he had committed himself.














II.
 
derivatives





regretfulness

 
/rəˈɡretfəlnəs /






noun





















regretfully

 
/rəˈɡretf(ə)lē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a regretful manner.




2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — regrettably




•
 
regretfully, mounting costs and diminishing traffic forced the line to close.

















usage:

 The adjectives 
regretful

 and 
regrettable

 are distinct in meaning: 
regretful

 means ‘feeling or showing regret’ (she shook her head with a 
regretful

 smile), while 
regrettable

 means ‘giving rise to regret, undesirable’ (the loss of jobs is 
regrettable

 ).The adverbs 
regretfully

 and 
regrettably

 have not, however, preserved the same distinction. 
Regretfully

 is used as a normal manner adverb to mean ‘in a regretful manner’ (he sighed 
regretfully

 ), but it is also used as a sentence adverb meaning ‘it is regrettable that’ (
regretfully

 , the trustees must turn down your request). In this latter use it is synonymous with 
regrettably

 . Despite objections from traditionalists, this use is now well established and is included in most modern dictionaries without comment. See also usage at hopefully
 and sentence adverb
 .





regrettable

 
/rəˈɡredəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of conduct or an event) giving rise to regret; undesirable; unwelcome




•
 
the loss of this number of jobs is regrettable




•
 
irresponsible and regrettable actions.



















regrettably

 
/rəˈɡredəblē/





I.
 
adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
unfortunately (used to express apology for or sadness at something)




•
 
regrettably, last night's audience was a meager one.

















usage:

 See usage at regretfully
 .





regroup

 
/rēˈɡro͞op/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
reassemble or cause to reassemble into organized groups, typically after being attacked or defeated


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their heroic resistance gave American forces time to regroup




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he regrouped his fighters in the hills.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rearrange (something) into a new group or groups




•
 
she was regrouping the numeric data.














II.
 
derivatives





regroupment






noun





















regrow

 
/ˌrēˈɡrō/






verb




grow or cause to grow again.













regrowth

 
/ˌrēˈɡrōTH/






noun




renewed growth or expansion




•
 
pinch off dead blooms to encourage regrowth




•
 
hair regrowth




•
 
projects to stimulate the regrowth of the economy.



















regs

 
/reɡz/






abbreviation






‹informal›

 regulations.













Regt






abbreviation



1.
 
Regent.




2.
 
Regiment.













regulable

 
/ˈreɡyələbəl/






adjective




able to be regulated.














regular

 
/ˈreɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arranged in or constituting a constant or definite pattern, especially with the same space between individual instances




•
 
place the flags at regular intervals




•
 
a regular arrangement.










2.
 
happening in such a pattern with the same time between individual instances; recurring at short uniform intervals




•
 
a regular monthly check




•
 
her breathing became deeper, more regular.










3.
 
(of a structure or arrangement) arranged in or constituting a symmetrical or harmonious pattern




•
 
beautifully regular, heart-shaped leaves.










4.
 
(of a person) defecating or menstruating at predictable times.




5.
 
done or happening frequently




•
 
regular border clashes




•
 
parties were a fairly regular occurrence.










6.
 
(of a person) doing the same thing or going to the same place frequently or at uniform intervals




•
 
a regular visitor.










7.
 
conforming to or governed by an accepted standard of procedure or convention




•
 
policies carried on by his deputies through regular channels.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or belonging to the permanent professional armed forces of a country




•
 
a regular soldier.










9.
 
(of a person) properly trained or qualified and pursuing a full-time occupation




•
 
a strong distrust of regular doctors.










10.
 


[Christian Church]

 subject to or bound by religious rule; belonging to a religious or monastic order




•
 
the regular clergy.







Contrasted with secular
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).




11.
 


‹informal›

 rightly so called; complete; absolute (used for emphasis)




•
 
this place is a regular fisherman's paradise.










12.
 
used, done, or happening on a habitual basis; usual; customary




•
 
I couldn't get an appointment with my regular barber




•
 
our regular suppliers.










13.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of a normal or ordinary kind; not special




•
 
it's richer than regular pasta.










14.
 
(chiefly in commercial use) denoting merchandise, especially food or clothing, of average, medium, or standard size




•
 
a shake and regular fries.










15.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a person) not pretentious or arrogant; ordinary and friendly




•
 
advertising agencies who try to portray their candidates as 
regular guys

 .










16.
 
(in surfing and other board sports) with the left leg in front of the right on the board.




17.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word) following the normal pattern of inflection




•
 
a regular verb.










18.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a figure) having all sides and all angles equal




•
 
a regular polygon.










19.
 
(of a solid) bounded by a number of equal figures.




20.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower) having radial symmetry.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a regular customer or member, for example of a bar, store, or team




•
 
attracting a richer clientele as its regulars.










2.
 
a regular member of the armed forces.




3.
 
a member of a political party who is faithful to that party




•
 
he plans to sell tickets to the big-money party regulars.










4.
 


[Christian Church]

 one of the regular clergy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reguler

 , from Latin 
regularis

 , from 
regula

 ‘rule.’





regular guy






noun






‹informal›

 an ordinary, uncomplicated, sociable man.













regularity

 
/ˌreɡyəˈlerədē/






noun




the state or quality of being regular




•
 
he came to see her with increasing regularity.



















regularize

 
/ˈreɡyələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) regular.




2.
 
establish (a hitherto temporary or provisional arrangement) on an official or correct basis




•
 
immigrants applying to regularize their status as residents.














II.
 
derivatives





regularization

 
/ˌreɡyələrəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌreɡyələˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















regularly

 
/ˈreɡyələrlē/






adverb



1.
 
with a constant or definite pattern, especially with the same space between individual items




•
 
regularly spaced buildings




•
 
leaves arranged regularly along the stem.










2.
 
at uniform intervals of time




•
 
the reunion has taken place regularly every two years.










3.
 
frequently




•
 
make a point of regularly consulting the noticeboard




•
 
a regularly updated news page.










4.
 
on a habitual basis; usually




•
 
the person who regularly cuts your hair.










5.
 


[Grammar]

 in a way that follows the normal pattern of inflection




•
 
a regularly inflected plural noun.



















regulate

 
/ˈreɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
control or maintain the rate or speed of (a machine or process) so that it operates properly




•
 
a hormone that regulates metabolism and organ function.










2.
 
control or supervise (something, especially a company or business activity) by means of rules and regulations




•
 
the organization that regulates fishing in the region.










3.
 
set (a clock or other apparatus) according to an external standard.








II.
 
derivatives





regulative

 
/ˈreɡyəˌlādiv ˈreɡyələdiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘control by rules’): from late Latin 
regulat-

 ‘directed, regulated,’ from the verb 
regulare

 , from Latin 
regula

 ‘rule.’





regulation

 
/ˌreɡ(y)əˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a rule or directive made and maintained by an authority




•
 
planning regulations.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — in accordance with regulations; of the correct type




•
 
regulation army footwear.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 of a familiar or predictable type; formulaic; standardized




•
 
a regulation Western parody.










4.
 
the action or process of regulating or being regulated




•
 
the regulation of financial markets.



















regulator

 
/ˈreɡyəˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that regulates something, in particular




2.
 
a person or body that supervises a particular industry or business activity.




3.
 
a device for controlling the rate of working of machinery or for controlling fluid flow, in particular a handle controlling the supply of steam to the cylinders of a steam engine.




4.
 
a device for adjusting the balance of a clock or watch in order to regulate its speed.













regulatory

 
/ˈreɡyələˌtôrē/






adjective




serving or intended to regulate something




•
 
the existing legal and regulatory framework




•
 
regulatory enzymes.



















regulus

 
/ˈreɡyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 
‹archaic›

 a metallic form of a substance obtained by smelting or reduction.




2.
 
a petty king or ruler.








II.
 
derivatives





reguline

 
/ˈreɡyəˌlīn, -lin /






adjective





regulus
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
rex

 , 
reg-

 ‘king’; originally in the phrase 
regulus of antimony

 (denoting metallic antimony), apparently so named because of its readiness to combine with gold.





Regulus

 
/ˈreɡyələs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Leo. It is a triple system of which the primary is a hot dwarf star.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘little king.’





regurgitate

 
/rəˈɡərjəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (swallowed food) up again to the mouth




•
 
gulls regurgitate food for the chicks.










2.
 
repeat (information) without analyzing or comprehending it




•
 
facts that can then be regurgitated at examinations.














II.
 
derivatives





regurgitation

 
/rəˌɡərjəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
regurgitat-

 , from the verb 
regurgitare

 , from Latin 
re-

 ‘again, back’ + 
gurges

 , 
gurgit-

 ‘whirlpool.’





rehab

 
/ˈrēˌhab /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a course of treatment for drug or alcohol dependence, typically at a residential facility




•
 
the star has been 
in rehab

 for a week.




•
 
the success of rehab is entirely dependent on the patient's commitment to the process.










2.
 
a course of treatment designed to reverse the debilitating effects of an injury




•
 
their best hitter has been in rehab since August.










3.
 


(US)

 a thing, especially a building, that has been rehabilitated or restored.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 rehabilitate or restore




•
 
they don't rehab you at all in jail




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rehabbed

 )
 
newly rehabbed apartments for rent.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.





rehabilitate

 
/ˌrē(h)əˈbiləˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (someone) to health or normal life by training and therapy after imprisonment, addiction, or illness




•
 
helping to rehabilitate former criminals.










2.
 
restore (someone) to former privileges or reputation after a period of critical or official disfavor




•
 
with the fall of the government many former dissidents were rehabilitated.










3.
 
return (something, especially an environmental feature) to its former condition.








II.
 
derivatives





rehabilitative

 
/-ˌtātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier (late 15th cent.) as 
rehabilitation

 ) (in the sense ‘restore to former privileges’): from medieval Latin 
rehabilitat-

 , from the verb 
rehabilitare

 (see re-
 , habilitate
 ).





rehabilitation

 
/ˌrē(h)əˌbiləˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of restoring someone to health or normal life through training and therapy after imprisonment, addiction, or illness




•
 
she underwent rehabilitation and was walking within three weeks.










2.
 
the action of restoring someone to former privileges or reputation after a period of disfavor




•
 
a posthumous rehabilitation of the activist.










3.
 
the action of restoring something that has been damaged to its former condition




•
 
the rehabilitation of the mangrove forests.




















rehang





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈhaNG /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hang (something) again or differently.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēhaNG /



1.
 
an act of rehanging works of art in a gallery.













rehash





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈhaSH /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (old ideas or material) into a new form without significant change or improvement




•
 
he contented himself with occasional articles in journals, rehashing his own work.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 consider or discuss (something) at length after it has happened




•
 
is it really necessary to rehash that trauma all over again?














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌhaSH /



1.
 
a reuse of old ideas or material without significant change or improvement




•
 
the spring show was a rehash of the summer show from the previous year.



















rehear

 
/rēˈhir/






verb



1.
 
hear or listen to again.




2.
 


[Law]

 hear (a case or plaintiff) in a court again


(as 
noun

 
rehearing

 )


•
 
the parents produced fresh evidence and won a rehearing.



















rehearsal

 
/rəˈhərsəl/






noun



1.
 
a practice or trial performance of a play or other work for later public performance




•
 


rehearsals for

 the opera season.










2.
 
the action or process of rehearsing




•
 
I've had two weeks 
in rehearsal






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a rehearsal room.



















rehearsal dinner






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a dinner for the participants in a wedding ceremony and the families of the couple who are getting married, typically held after a rehearsal of the ceremony on the night before the wedding itself




•
 
the wedding guests who had arrived already were invited to attend the rehearsal dinner.



















rehearse

 
/rəˈhərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
practice (a play, piece of music, or other work) for later public performance




•
 
we were rehearsing a play




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was 
rehearsing for

 her world tour.










2.
 
supervise (a performer or group) that is practicing in this way




•
 
he listened to Charlie rehearsing the band.










3.
 
mentally prepare or recite (words one intends to say)




•
 
he had rehearsed a thousand fine phrases.










4.
 
state (a list of points, especially those that have been made many times before); enumerate




•
 
criticisms of factory farming have been rehearsed often enough.














II.
 
derivatives





rehearser

 
/rəˈhərsər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘repeat aloud’): from Old French 
rehercier

 , perhaps from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
hercer

 ‘to harrow,’ from 
herse

 ‘harrow’ (see hearse
 ).





reheat





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈhēt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heat (something, especially cooked food) again.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēhēt /



1.
 
the process of using the hot exhaust to burn extra fuel in a jet engine and produce extra power.




2.
 
an afterburner.








III.
 
derivatives





reheater






noun





















reheel

 
/rēˈhēl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit (a shoe) with a new heel.













rehire

 
/rēˈhī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hire (a former employee) again




•
 
the company dismissed its workers and rehired them on a lower rate.














II.
 
noun




a person rehired




•
 
he declined to give any specifics on the number of possible rehires.



















Rehnquist, William Hubbs

 
/ˈrenˌkwist/






(1924–2005), US chief justice 1986–2005. As President Nixon's assistant attorney general 1969–71, he held to a conservative stance that opposed civil rights legislation. He was appointed by Nixon as an associate justice to the US Supreme Court in 1972.









rehoboam

 
/ˌrē(h)əˈbōəm/





I.
 
noun




a wine bottle of about six times the standard size.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name Rehoboam
 .






Rehoboam

 
/ˌrē(h)əˈbōəm/






son of Solomon; king of ancient Israel 
c.

 930–
c.

 915 
BC

 . His reign witnessed the secession of the northern tribes and their establishment of a new kingdom under Jeroboam, leaving Rehoboam as the first king of Judah (1 Kings 11–14).









rehouse

 
/rēˈhouz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be rehoused

 )


1.
 
provide (someone) with new housing




•
 
tenants will be rehoused in hotels until their homes are habitable.



















rehung

 
/rēˈhəNG/






past and past participle of rehang
 .









rehydrate

 
/rēˈhīˌdrāt/





I.
 
verb




absorb or cause to absorb moisture after dehydration


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the slides were rehydrated in water.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rehydratable






adjective













2.
 
rehydration

 
/ˌrēhīˈdrāSHən /






noun





















Reich

 
/rīk/





I.
 
the former German state, most often used to refer to the 
Third Reich

 , the Nazi regime from 1933 to 1945. The 
First Reich

 was considered to be the Holy Roman Empire, 962–1806, and the 
Second Reich

 the German Empire, 1871–1918, but neither of these terms are part of normal historical terminology.







– origin

 German, literally ‘empire.’





Reich, Steve

 
/rīk/






(1936–), US composer; full name 
Stephen Michael Reich

 . A leading minimalist, he uses the repetition of short phrases within a simple harmonic field. Influences include Balinese and West African music.









Reichian

 
/ˈrīkēən, ˈrīKH-/






adjective




of or relating to the psychotherapeutic theories of Austrian psychoanalyst Wilhelm Reich (1897–1957), who theorized that sexual repression is the source of all human neuroses and irrational behavior




•
 
he also taught me a kind of Reichian emotional release work, banging pillows and screaming at the top of my lungs.



















Reichsmark

 
/ˈrīksˌmärk, ˈrīKHs-/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of the Third Reich, replaced in 1948 by the Deutschmark.











– origin

 German.





Reichstag

 
/ˈrīksˌtäɡ, ˈrīKHs-/





I.
 
the main legislature of the German state under the Second and Third Reichs.




II.
 
the building in which the Reichstag met.







– origin

 German, from 
Reichs

 ‘of the empire’ + 
Tag

 ‘diet’ (see diet
 2
 ).





Reid, Whitelaw

 
/rēd/






(1837–1912), US journalist and diplomat. He was the owner and editor-in-chief of the 
New York Tribune

 1872–1905 and the US minister to France 1889–92 and ambassador to England 1905–12.









reify

 
/ˈrēəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 make (something abstract) more concrete or real




•
 
these instincts are, in humans, reified as verbal constructs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reification

 
/ˌrēəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
reificatory

 
/rēˈifəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
res

 , 
re-

 ‘thing’ + -fy
 .






reign

 
/rān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold royal office; rule as king or queen




•
 
Queen Elizabeth 
reigns over

 the UK.










2.
 
be the best or most important in a particular area or domain




•
 
in America, baseball 
reigns supreme

 .










3.
 
(of a quality or condition) prevail; predominate




•
 
confusion reigned.










4.
 
(of a sports player or team) currently hold a particular title.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the period during which a sovereign rules




•
 
the original chapel was built in the reign of Charles I.










2.
 
the period during which someone or something is predominant or preeminent




•
 
these historic seconds inaugurated the reign of negative political advertising.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reignier

 ‘to reign,’ 
reigne

 ‘kingdom,’ from Latin 
regnum

 , related to 
rex

 , 
reg-

 ‘king.’ / 
usage:

 The correct idiomatic phrase is 
free rein

 , not 
free reign

 : see usage at rein
 .





reigning

 
/rāniNG/






adjective



1.
 
occupying the throne; ruling




•
 
the official residence of the reigning monarch.










2.
 
currently holding a particular title in sports




•
 
the reigning National League champions.



















reignite

 
/ˌrēiɡˈnīt/






verb




ignite or cause to ignite again


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
oven burners automatically reignite if blown out.




















reign of terror






noun




a period of remorseless repression or bloodshed, in particular , the period of the Terror during the French Revolution.













reiki

 
/ˌrākē/





I.
 
noun




a healing technique based on the principle that the therapist can channel energy into the patient by means of touch, to activate the natural healing processes of the patient's body and restore physical and emotional well-being.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘universal life energy.’





reimagine

 
/ˌrēiˈmajən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reinterpret (an event, work of art, etc.) imaginatively; rethink.













reimburse

 
/ˌrēimˈbərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repay (a person who has spent or lost money)




•
 
the investors should be reimbursed for their losses.










2.
 
repay (a sum of money that has been spent or lost)




•
 
they spend thousands of dollars that are not reimbursed by insurance.














II.
 
derivatives





reimbursable

 
/ˌrēimˈbərsəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from re-
 ‘back, again’ + obsolete 
imburse

 ‘put in a purse,’ from medieval Latin 
imbursare

 , from 
in-

 ‘into’ + late Latin 
bursa

 ‘purse.’





reimbursement

 
/ˌrēimˈbərsmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of repaying a person who has spent or lost money




•
 
reimbursement of everyday medical costs.










2.
 
a sum paid to cover money that has been spent or lost




•
 
the family received insurance reimbursements.



















reimport

 
/ˌrēimˈpôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
import (goods processed or made from exported materials).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of reimporting something.




2.
 
a reimported item.








III.
 
derivatives





reimportation

 
/ˌrēimpôrˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun





















reimpose

 
/ˌrēimˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impose (something, especially a law or regulation) again after a lapse.








II.
 
derivatives





reimposition

 
/ˌrēimpəˈziSH(ə)n /






noun





















Reims

 
/rēmz, raNs /

 
Rheims






a city in northern France, chief town of the Champagne-Ardennes region; pop. 188,078 (2006). It was the traditional coronation place for most French kings and is noted for its fine 13th-century Gothic cathedral.










rein

 
/rān/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
reins

 )


1.
 
a long, narrow strap attached at one end to a horse's bit, typically used in pairs to guide or check a horse while riding or driving.




2.
 
the power to direct and control




•
 
management is criticized for its unwillingness to let go of the reins of an organization and delegate routine tasks.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
check or guide (a horse) by pulling on its reins




•
 
he 
reined in

 his horse and waited for her.










2.
 
keep under control; restrain




•
 
with an effort, she 
reined back

 her impatience




•
 
critics noted the failure of the administration to 
rein in

 public spending.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
draw rein






stop one's horse.









2.
 
(a) free rein






freedom of action or expression




•
 
he was 
given free rein

 to work out his designs.















3.
 
keep a tight rein on






exercise strict control over; allow little freedom to




•
 
her only chance of survival was to keep a tight rein on her feelings and words.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rene

 , based on Latin 
retinere

 ‘retain.’ / 
usage:

 The idiomatic phrase 
a free rein

 , which derives from the literal meaning of using reins to control a horse, is sometimes misinterpreted and written as 
a free reign

 . More than a third of the citations for the phrase in the Oxford English Corpus use 
reign

 instead of 
rein

 .





reincarnate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌrēinˈkärˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(as believed in some religions and philosophies) cause (someone) to undergo rebirth in another body




•
 
a man may be reincarnated in animal form




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reincarnated

 )
 
a reincarnated soul.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) be reborn in another body




•
 
they were afraid she would reincarnate as a vampire.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/rēinˈkärnət /
 [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
reborn in another body




•
 
he claims that the girl is his dead daughter reincarnate.



















reincarnation

 
/ˌrēənkärˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the rebirth of a soul in a new body.




2.
 
a person or animal in whom a particular soul is believed to have been reborn




•
 
he is said to be 
a reincarnation of

 the Hindu god Vishnu.










3.
 
a new version of something from the past




•
 
the latest reincarnation of the hippie look.



















reincorporate

 
/ˌrēinˈkôrpərāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) a part of something else once more




•
 
a campaign to reincorporate the visual arts into religious devotion.














II.
 
derivatives





reincorporation

 
/ˌrē-inˌkôrpəˈrāSHən /






noun





















reindeer

 
/ˈrānˌdir/





I.
 
noun




a deer of the tundra and subarctic regions of Eurasia and North America, both sexes of which have large branching antlers. Most Eurasian reindeer are domesticated and used for drawing sleds and as a source of milk, flesh, and hide.

[Genus 
Rangifer

 , family 
Cervidae

 : several species, in particular 
R. tarandus

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
hreindýri

 , from 
hreinn

 ‘reindeer’ + 
dýr

 ‘deer.’





reindeer moss

 
/ˈrānˌdi(ə)r ˌmôs/






noun




a large branching bluish-gray lichen that grows in arctic and subarctic regions, sometimes providing the chief winter food of reindeer.

[
Cladonia rangiferina

 , order 
Cladoniales

 .]













Reiner, Carl

 
/ˈrīnər/






(1922–), US television writer and actor. He was a writer for 
Caesar's Hour

 (1954–57) and wrote for and acted on 
The Dick Van Dyke Show

 (1961–66). He also directed movies such as 
Oh God!

 (1977), 
The Jerk

 (1979), and 
That Old Feeling

 (1997). His son 
Rob Reiner

 (1947–) (full name 
Robert Norman Reiner

 ), noted for his role as the son-in-law on television's 
All in the Family

 1971–78, became a director, with such movies as 
The Princess Bride

 (1987), 
When Harry Met Sally

 (1989), 
The American President

 (1995), 
Ghosts of Mississippi

 (1996), and 
The Bucket List

 (2007).









reinfect

 
/ˌrēinˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be reinfected

 )


1.
 
cause to become infected again.








II.
 
derivatives





reinfection

 
/ˌrēinˈfekSH(ə)n /






noun





















reinforce

 
/ˌrēinˈfôrs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen or support, especially with additional personnel or material




•
 
paratroopers were sent to reinforce the troops already in the area.










2.
 
strengthen (an existing feeling, idea, or habit)




•
 
various actions of the leaders so reinforced fears and suspicions that war became unavoidable.














II.
 
derivatives





reinforcer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
renforcer

 , influenced by 
inforce

 , an obsolete spelling of enforce
 ; the sense of providing military support is probably from Italian 
rinforzare

 .






reinforced concrete

 
/ˈˌrēinˈfôrst ˌkänˈkrēt/






noun




concrete in which wire mesh or steel bars are embedded to increase its tensile strength.













reinforcement

 
/ˌrēinˈfôrsmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of reinforcing or strengthening.




2.
 
the process of encouraging or establishing a belief or pattern of behavior, especially by encouragement or reward.




3.
 
(
reinforcements

 )
 — extra personnel sent to increase the strength of an army or similar force




•
 
a small force would hold the position until reinforcements could be sent.










4.
 
the strengthening structure or material employed in reinforced concrete or plastic.













Reinhardt, Max

 
/ˈrīnˌhärt/






(1873–1943), Austrian director and impresario; born 
Max Goldmann

 . He produced large-scale versions of such works as Sophocles' 
Oedipus Rex

 (1910) and helped to establish the Salzburg Festival with Richard Strauss and Hugo von Hofmannsthal.









reinsert

 
/ˌrēinˈsərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (something) back into its previous position.








II.
 
derivatives





reinsertion

 
/ˌrēinˈsərSH(ə)n /






noun





















reinstall

 
/ˌrēinˈstôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 reinstal





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or fix (equipment or machinery) in position again.




2.
 
install (computer software) again




•
 
I reinstalled the program.














II.
 
noun




an act of reinstalling something, especially software




•
 
try performing a “clean” reinstall of your system software.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reinstallation

 
/ˌrēˌinstəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
reinstaller






noun






















reinstate

 
/ˌrēinˈstāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (someone or something) to their former position or condition




•
 
the union is fighting to reinstate the fired journalists.














II.
 
derivatives





reinstatement

 
/ˌrēinˈstātmənt /






noun





















reinstitute

 
/rēˈinstit(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
institute or introduce again




•
 
by reinstituting the draft they could alienate a new generation of American youth.














II.
 
derivatives





reinstitution






noun





















reinsure

 
/ˌrēinˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an insurer) transfer (all or part of a risk) to another insurer to provide protection against the risk of the first insurance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reinsurance

 
/ˈˌrēinSHo͝orəns /






noun













2.
 
reinsurer






noun





















reintegrate

 
/rēˈin(t)əˌɡrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (elements regarded as disparate) to unity.




2.
 
restore to a position as a part fitting easily into a larger whole




•
 
it can be difficult for an offender to be 
reintegrated into

 the community.



















reintegration

 
/ˌrēˌin(t)əˈɡrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of integrating someone back into society




•
 
soldiers are beginning the process of 
reintegration into

 civil society.










2.
 
the action or process of restoring elements regarded as disparate to unity




•
 
the reintegration of art into everyday life.



















reinter

 
/ˌrēinˈtər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bury (a corpse) again, often in a different place than that of the first burial.








II.
 
derivatives





reinterment

 
/ˌrēinˈtərmənt /






noun





















reintermediation

 
/ˌrēin(t)ərˌmēdēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transfer or bringing back of borrowing and investments from an outside credit business into the banking system.




2.
 
the insertion of middlemen into transactions between producers and consumers.











– origin

 1970s: from re-
 + intermediate
 + -ation
 .





reinterpret

 
/ˌrēinˈtərprət/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
interpret (something) in a new or different way.













reinterpretation

 
/ˌrēinˌtərprəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of interpreting something in a new or different light




•
 
his reinterpretation of modern rock classics.



















reintroduce

 
/ˌrēintrəˈd(y)o͞os/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (something, especially a law or system) into existence or effect again




•
 
thirty-six states have reintroduced the death penalty.










2.
 
put (a species of animal or plant) back into a region where it formerly lived




•
 
a plan to reintroduce wolves to Yellowstone National Park.



















reintroduction

 
/ˌrēintrəˈdəkSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of bringing something, especially a law or system, into existence or effect again




•
 
a possible reintroduction of fees for students across the county.










2.
 
the action of putting a species of animal or plant back into a former habitat




•
 
the reintroduction of diverse species of flora




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the first ferret reintroductions took place in Wyoming.



















reinvent

 
/ˌrēinˈvent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change (something) so much that it appears to be entirely new




•
 
he brought opera to the masses and reinvented the waltz.










2.
 
(
reinvent oneself

 )
 — take up a very different job or way of life




•
 
the actor wants to reinvent himself as an independent movie mogul.














II.
 
phrases





reinvent the wheel






waste a great deal of time or effort in creating something that already exists.

















reinvention

 
/rēinˈven(t)SHən/






noun




the action or process through which something is changed so much that it appears to be entirely new




•
 
the reinvention of classic punk rock




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
the perpetual reinventions of street culture.



















reinvest

 
/ˌrēinˈvest/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (the profit on a previous investment) back into the same place




•
 
the enterprise had been expanded by reinvesting profits.



















reinvestigate

 
/rēinˈvestiˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
investigate (a matter) again




•
 
detectives made the decision to reinvestigate the case.














II.
 
derivatives





reinvestigation






noun





















reinvestment

 
/ˌrēinˈvestmənt/






noun




the action of putting the profit made on a previous investment back into the same place




•
 
future reinvestment in new technologies.



















reinvigorate

 
/ˌrēinˈviɡərāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give new energy or strength to




•
 
we are fully committed to reinvigorating the economy of the area.














II.
 
derivatives





reinvigoration

 
/ˌrēinˌviɡəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun





















reissue

 
/ˌrēˈiSH(y)o͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a new supply or different form of (a product, especially a book or record) available for sale




•
 
the book was reissued with a new epilogue.














II.
 
noun




a new issue of a product.













REIT






abbreviation




real-estate investment trust.













reiterate

 
/rēˈidəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something again or a number of times, typically for emphasis or clarity


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she reiterated that the administration would remain steadfast in its support




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I just want to forget it all,” he reiterated




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he reiterated the points made in his earlier speech.














II.
 
derivatives





reiterative

 
/rēˈid(ə)rədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘do (an action) repeatedly’): from Latin 
reiterat-

 ‘gone over again,’ from the verb 
reiterare

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
iterare

 ‘do a second time.’





reiteration

 
/rēˌidəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of repeating something, typically for emphasis or clarity




•
 
the reiteration of his campaign promise to cut taxes




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
a simple reiteration of the plots of classic episodes.



















Reiter's syndrome

 
/ˈrīdərz ˌsinˌdrōm /

 
Reiter's disease





I.
 
noun




a medical condition typically affecting young men, characterized by arthritis, conjunctivitis, and urethritis, and caused by an unknown pathogen, possibly a chlamydia.











– origin

 1920s: named after Hans 
Reiter

 (1881–1969), German bacteriologist.





reive

 
/rēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
reiving

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 another term for reave
 .








II.
 
derivatives





reiver






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: variant of reave
 ; the usual spelling when referring to the historical practice of cattle raiding on the English-Scottish border.





reject





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈjekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dismiss as inadequate, inappropriate, or not to one's taste




•
 
union negotiators rejected a 1.5 percent pay increase.










2.
 
refuse to agree to (a request)




•
 
an application to hold a pop concert at the club was rejected.










3.
 
fail to show due affection or concern for (someone); rebuff




•
 
she didn't want him to feel he had been rejected after his sister was born.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 show an immune response to (a transplanted organ or tissue) so that it fails to survive.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌjekt /



1.
 
a person or thing dismissed as failing to meet standards or satisfy tastes




•
 
some of the team's rejects have gone on to prove themselves in championships.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rejectee

 
/riˌjekˈtē, ˌrē- /






noun













2.
 
rejective

 
/riˈjektiv /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›















3.
 
rejector

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
reject-

 ‘thrown back,’ from the verb 
reicere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





rejection

 
/rəˈjekSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the dismissing or refusing of a proposal, idea, etc.




•
 
the union decided last night to recommend rejection of the offer.










2.
 
the spurning of a person's affections




•
 
some people are reluctant to try it, because they fear rejection.



















rejectionist

 
/rəˈjekSHənəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who rejects a proposed policy, in particular a supporter of Palestinian independence who rejects the possibility of a negotiated peace with Israel.




•
 
the rejectionists want the agreement to fail at all costs.














II.
 
adjective




rejecting a proposed policy




•
 
rejectionist groups




•
 
a rejectionist agenda.



















rejection slip

 
/rəˈjekSHən rēˈjekSHən slip/






noun




a formal notice sent by an editor or publisher to an author with a rejected manuscript or typescript.













rejigger

 
/rēˈjiɡər /

 


‹Brit.›

 rejig






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
organize (something) differently; rearrange




•
 
he rejiggers his stump speech ever so slightly to fit the crowd, then sounds the same messages.



















rejoice

 
/rəˈjois/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or show great joy or delight




•
 
he rejoiced when he saw his friend alive




•
 
he 
rejoiced in

 her spontaneity and directness.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 cause joy to




•
 
I love to rejoice their poor Hearts at this season.














II.
 
derivatives





rejoicer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘cause joy to’): from Old French 
rejoiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
rejoir

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
joir

 ‘experience joy.’





rejoicing

 
/riˈjoisiNG/





I.
 
noun




great joy; jubilation




•
 
the ban was lifted in 1990 amid general rejoicing.














II.
 
derivatives





rejoicingly

 
/rəˈjoisiNGlē /






adverb





















rejoin1


 
/rēˈjoin/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join together again; reunite




•
 
the stone had been cracked and crudely rejoined.










2.
 
return to (a companion, organization, or route that one has left)




•
 
the soldiers were returning from leave to rejoin their unit.




















rejoin2


 
/rēˈjoin/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something in answer to a remark, typically rudely or in a discouraging manner


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
Harry said that he longed for a bath and soft towels, to which his father rejoined that he was a gross materialist.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘reply to a charge or pleading in a lawsuit’): from Old French 
rejoindre

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
joindre

 ‘to join.’






rejoinder

 
/rəˈjoindər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reply, especially a sharp or witty one




•
 
she would have made some cutting rejoinder but none came to mind.










2.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 a defendant's answer to the plaintiff's reply or replication.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
rejoindre

 (infinitive used as a noun) (see rejoin
 2
 ).





rejuvenate

 
/rəˈjo͞ovəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) look or feel younger, fresher, or more lively




•
 
a bid to rejuvenate the town center




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rejuvenating

 )
 
the rejuvenating effects of therapeutic clay.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
rejuvenated

 )
 — restore (a river or stream) to a condition characteristic of a younger landscape.








II.
 
derivatives





rejuvenator

 
/-ˌnātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + Latin 
juvenis

 ‘young’ + -ate
 3
 , suggested by French 
rajeunir

 .





rejuvenation

 
/rəˌjo͞ovəˈnāSH(ə)n rēˌjo͞ovəˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of making someone or something look or feel better, younger, or more vital




•
 
plans for the rejuvenation of the area




•
 
treatment for facial rejuvenation.










2.
 
the action of restoring a river or stream to a condition characteristic of a younger landscape




•
 
he and his wife were instrumental in the rejuvenation of the river.



















rejuvenescence

 
/rəˌjo͞ovəˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the renewal of youth or vitality.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the reactivation of vegetative cells, resulting in regrowth from old or injured parts.








II.
 
derivatives





rejuvenescent

 
/rəˌjo͞ovəˈnesnt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
rejuvenescere

 (from Latin 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
juvenis

 ‘young’) + -ence
 .





rekey

 
/rēˈkē/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Computing]

 enter (text or other data) again using a keyboard.













rekindle

 
/ˌrēˈkind(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relight (a fire).




2.
 
revive (something that has been lost)




•
 
he tried to rekindle their friendship




•
 
the photos rekindled memories.



















rel.






abbreviation



1.
 
relating.




2.
 
relative.




3.
 
relatively.




4.
 
released.




5.
 
religion.




6.
 
religious.














-rel





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns with diminutive or derogatory force such as 
cockerel

 , 
pickerel

 , 
scoundrel

 .











– origin

 from Old French 
-erel(le

 ).





relabel

 
/rēˈlābəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
label (something) again or differently.













relapse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈlaps /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of someone suffering from a disease) suffer deterioration after a period of improvement.




2.
 
(
relapse into

 )
 — return to (a less active or a worse state)




•
 
he relapsed into silence.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌlaps /



1.
 
a deterioration in someone's state of health after a temporary improvement




•
 
he suffered a relapse of schizophrenia after a car crash.














III.
 
derivatives





relapser






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
relaps-

 ‘slipped back,’ from the verb 
relabi

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
labi

 ‘to slip.’ Early senses referred to a return to heresy or wrongdoing.





relapsing fever

 
/rəˈlapsiNG rēˈlapsiNG ˈfēvər/






noun




an infectious bacterial disease marked by recurrent fever.

[The disease is caused by spirochetes of the genus 
Borrelia

 .]













relatable

 
/rəˈlādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be related to something else




•
 
the growth of the welfare state will be clearly relatable to the growth of democracy.










2.
 
enabling a person to feel that they can relate to someone or something




•
 
Mary-Kate's problems make her more relatable.














II.
 
derivatives





relatability






noun






















relate

 
/rəˈlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give an account of (a sequence of events); narrate




•
 
various versions of the chilling story have been related by the locals.










2.
 
(
be related

 )
 — be connected by blood or marriage




•
 
he was 
related to

 my mother




•
 
people who are related.










3.
 
be causally connected




•
 
high unemployment is 
related to

 high crime rates.










4.
 
(
relate something to

 )
 — discuss something in such a way as to indicate its connections with (something else)




•
 
the study examines social change within the city and relates it to wider developments in the country as a whole.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
relate to

 )
 — have reference to; concern




•
 
the new legislation related to corporate activities.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
relate to

 )
 — feel sympathy with; identify with




•
 
kids related to him because he was so anti-establishment.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
relat-

 ‘brought back,’ from the verb 
referre

 (see refer
 ).





related

 
/rəˈlādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
belonging to the same family, group, or type; connected




•
 
sleeping sickness and related diseases.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — associated with the specified item or process, especially causally




•
 
income-related benefits.














II.
 
derivatives





relatedness

 
/rəˈlādidnəs /






noun






















relater

 
/rəˈlādər /

 
relator






noun




a person who tells a story; a narrator.














relation

 
/rəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way in which two or more concepts, objects, or people are connected; a thing's effect on or relevance to another




•
 
questions about the 
relation between

 writing and reality




•
 
the size of the targets 
bore

 no 
relation to

 their importance.










2.
 
(
relations

 )
 — the way in which two or more people, countries, or organizations feel about and behave toward each other




•
 
the improvement in relations between the two countries




•
 
the meetings helped cement Anglo-American relations.










3.
 
(
relations

 )
 — 

‹chiefly formal›

 sexual intercourse




•
 
he wanted an excuse to abandon sexual relations with her.










4.
 
a person who is connected by blood or marriage; a kinsman or kinswoman




•
 
she was no relation at all, but he called her Aunt Nora.










5.
 
the action of telling a story.








II.
 
phrases





in relation to






in the context of; in connection with




•
 
there is an ambiguity in the provisions in relation to children's hearings.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
relatio(n-)

 , from 
referre

 ‘bring back’ (see relate
 ).





relational

 
/rəˈlāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




concerning the way in which two or more people or things are connected




•
 
power is a relational concept that can only be understood in terms of interactions between individuals and groups.














II.
 
derivatives





relationally






adverb





















relational database






noun






[Computing]

 a database structured to recognize relations among stored items of information.













relationship

 
/rəˈlāSH(ə)nˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the way in which two or more concepts, objects, or people are connected, or the state of being connected




•
 
the study will assess the 
relationship between

 unemployment and political attitudes.










2.
 
the state of being connected by blood or marriage




•
 
they can trace their relationship to a common ancestor.










3.
 
the way in which two or more people or organizations regard and behave toward each other




•
 
the landlord–tenant relationship




•
 
she was proud of her good relationship with the household staff.










4.
 
an emotional and sexual association between two people




•
 
she has a daughter from a previous relationship.



















relationship management






noun




the supervision and maintenance of relationships between a company and its external partners, especially its clients




•
 
Mr. Stankard will be in charge of facilities and relationship management in Asia.




















relative

 
/ˈrelədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
considered in relation or in proportion to something else




•
 
the relative effectiveness of the various mechanisms is not known.










2.
 
existing or possessing a specified characteristic only in comparison to something else; not absolute




•
 
she went down the steps into the relative darkness of the dining room




•
 
the companies are relative newcomers to computers.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a pronoun, determiner, or adverb that refers to an expressed or implied antecedent and attaches a subordinate clause to it, e.g., 
which

 , 
who

 .




4.
 
(of a clause) attached to an antecedent by a relative word.




5.
 


[Music]

 (of major and minor keys) having the same key signature.




6.
 
(of a service rank) corresponding in grade to another in a different service.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person connected by blood or marriage




•
 
much of my time is spent visiting relatives.










2.
 
a species related to another by common origin




•
 
the plant is a relative of ivy.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a relative pronoun, determiner, or adverb.




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 a term, thing, or concept that is dependent on something else.








III.
 
phrases





relative to





a.
 
in comparison with




•
 
the figures suggest that girls are underachieving relative to boys.










b.
 
in terms of a connection to




•
 
some stars appear to change their position relative to each other.










c.
 
in connection with; concerning




•
 
if you have any questions relative to payment, please contact us.


















IV.
 
derivatives





relatival

 
/ˌreləˈtīv(ə)l /






adjective





relative
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
relatif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
relativus

 ‘having reference or relation’ (see relate
 ).





relative atomic mass






noun






[Chemistry]

 Another term for atomic mass
 .













relative density






noun




another term for specific gravity
 .













relative humidity






noun




the amount of water vapor present in air expressed as a percentage of the amount needed for saturation at the same temperature.













relatively

 
/ˈrelədivlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
in relation, comparison, or proportion to something else




•
 
it is perfectly simple, 
relatively speaking

 , to store a full catalog entry on magnetic tape.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — viewed in comparison with something else rather than absolutely




•
 
relatively affluent people




•
 
the site was cheap and relatively clean.




















relativism

 
/ˈrelədəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun




the doctrine that knowledge, truth, and morality exist in relation to culture, society, or historical context, and are not absolute.








II.
 
derivatives





relativist

 
/ˈrelədəˌvəst /






noun





















relativistic

 
/ˌrelədəˈvistik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 accurately described only by the theory of relativity.




2.
 
of or relating to the doctrine of relativism.








II.
 
derivatives





relativistically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















relativity

 
/ˌreləˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the absence of standards of absolute and universal application




•
 
moral relativity.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the dependence of various physical phenomena on relative motion of the observer and the observed objects, especially regarding the nature and behavior of light, space, time, and gravity.

The concept of relativity was set out in Einstein's 
special theory of relativity

 , published in 1905. This states that all motion is relative and that the velocity of light in a vacuum has a constant value that nothing can exceed. Among its consequences are the following: the mass of a body increases and its length (in the direction of motion) shortens as its speed increases; the time interval between two events occurring in a moving body appears greater to a stationary observer; and mass and energy are equivalent and interconvertible. Einstein's 
general theory of relativity

 , published in 1915, extended the theory to accelerated motion and gravitation, which was treated as a curvature of the space-time continuum. It predicted that light rays would be deflected and shifted in wavelength when passing through a substantial gravitational field, effects that have been experimentally confirmed.













relativize

 
/ˈrelədəˌvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Linguistics]

 
[Philosophy]

 make or treat as relative to or dependent on something else.




2.
 


[chiefly Linguistics]

 
[Philosophy]

 
[Grammar]

 
[Linguistics]

 make into a relative clause.




3.
 


[chiefly Linguistics]

 
[Philosophy]

 
[Physics]

 treat (a phenomenon or concept) according to the principles of the theory of relativity.








II.
 
derivatives





relativization

 
/ˌrelətəvəˈzāSHən /






noun





















relator

 
/rəˈlādər/






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a person who brings a public lawsuit, typically in the name of the attorney general, regarding the abuse of an office or franchise.




2.
 
variant spelling of relater
 .













relaunch





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈlôn(t)SH /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reintroduce or restart (something, especially a product)




•
 
he relaunched the paper as a tabloid.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēlôn(t)SH /



1.
 
an instance of relaunching something.














relax

 
/rəˈlaks/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become less tense or anxious


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he relaxed and smiled confidently




•
 (as 
adj.

 
relaxing

 )
 
a relaxing vacation.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rest or engage in an enjoyable activity so as to become less tired or anxious




•
 
the team relaxes with a lot of skiing.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a limb or muscle) to become less rigid




•
 
relax the leg by bringing the knee toward the chest.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) less firm or tight




•
 
Cicely relaxed her hold.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — straighten or partially uncurl (hair) using a chemical product.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a rule or restriction) less strict while not abolishing it




•
 
they persuaded the local authorities concerned to relax their restrictions.














II.
 
derivatives





relaxer

 
/rəˈlaksər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
relaxare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
laxus

 ‘lax, loose.’





relaxant

 
/rəˈlaks(ə)nt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drug used to promote relaxation or reduce tension




•
 
a muscle relaxant.










2.
 
a thing having a relaxing effect




•
 
sex can be a great relaxant.














II.
 
adjective




causing relaxation.













relaxation

 
/rēˌlakˈseiSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the state of being free from tension and anxiety.




2.
 
recreation or rest, especially after a period of work




•
 
his favorite form of relaxation was reading detective novels.










3.
 
the loss of tension in a part of the body, especially in a muscle when it ceases to contract.




4.
 
the action of making a rule or restriction less strict




•
 
relaxation of censorship rules.










5.
 


[Physics]

 the restoration of equilibrium following disturbance.













relaxation oscillator






noun






[Electronics]

 an oscillator in which sharp, sometimes aperiodic oscillations result from the rapid discharge of a capacitor or inductance.













relaxed

 
/rəˈlakst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from tension and anxiety; at ease




•
 
we were having a great time and feeling very relaxed




•
 
the relaxed and comfortable atmosphere of the hotel.










2.
 
(of a muscle or other body part) not tense.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
relaxedly

 
/riˈlaksədlē /






adverb













2.
 
relaxedness

 
/riˈlaksədnəs /






noun





















relaxin

 
/rəˈlaksən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the placenta that causes the cervix to dilate and prepares the uterus for the action of oxytocin during labor.













relay1






I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌlā /



1.
 
a group of people or animals engaged in a task or activity for a fixed period of time and then replaced by a similar group




•
 
the wagons were pulled by relays of horses




•
 
gangs of workers were sent 
in relays

 .










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a race between teams usually of sprinters or swimmers, each team member in turn covering part of the total distance




•
 
a 550-meter relay race.










3.
 
an electrical device, typically incorporating an electromagnet, that is activated by a current or signal in one circuit to open or close another circuit.




4.
 
a device to receive, reinforce, and retransmit a broadcast or program.




5.
 
a message or program transmitted by a relay




•
 
a relay of a performance live from the concert hall.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈlā ˈrēˌlā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
receive and pass on (information or a message)




•
 
she intended to relay everything she had learned.










2.
 
broadcast (something) by passing signals received from elsewhere through a transmitting station




•
 
the speech was relayed live from the White House.

















– origin

 late Middle English (referring to the provision of fresh hounds on the track of a deer): from Old French 
relai

 (noun), 
relayer

 (verb), based on Latin 
laxare

 ‘slacken.’





relay2


 
/rēˈlā /

 
re-lay






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lay again or differently




•
 
they plan to relay about half a mile of the track.



















relearn

 
/rēˈlərn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
learn (something) again




•
 
I've been relearning my Latin and Greek.



















release

 
/rəˈlēs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
allow or enable to escape from confinement; set free




•
 
the government announced that the prisoners would be released.










2.
 
allow (something) to move, act, or flow freely




•
 
she released his arm and pushed him aside




•
 
growth hormone is released into the blood during the first part of sleep.










3.
 
remove restrictions or obligations from (someone or something) so that they become available for other activity




•
 
the strategy would release forces for service in other areas.










4.
 
remove (part of a machine or appliance) from a fixed position, allowing something else to move or function




•
 
he released the handbrake.










5.
 
allow (something) to return to its resting position by ceasing to put pressure on it




•
 
press and release the reset button quickly.










6.
 
allow (information) to be generally available




•
 
no details about the contents of the talks were released.










7.
 
make (a movie or recording) available for general viewing or purchase




•
 
nine singles and one album had been released.










8.
 


[Law]

 remit or discharge (a debt).




9.
 
surrender (a right).




10.
 
make over (property or money) to another person or entity.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of releasing or being released




•
 
a campaign by the prisoner's mother resulted in his release.










2.
 
a handle or catch that releases part of a mechanism.




3.
 
the action of making a movie, recording, or other product available for general viewing or purchase




•
 
the film was withheld for two years before its release.










4.
 
a movie or other product issued for viewing or purchase




•
 
his current album release has topped the charts for six months.










5.
 
a press release.




6.
 


[Law]

 the action of releasing property, money, or a right to another.




7.
 
a document effecting this.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
releasable






adjective













2.
 
releasee

 
/riˌlēˈsē /






noun




(
 — 

[Law]















3.
 
releaser

 
/rəˈlēsər /






noun













4.
 
releasor

 
/rəˈlēsər /






noun




(
 — 

[Law]





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reles

 (noun), 
relesser

 (verb), from Latin 
relaxare

 ‘stretch out again, slacken’ (see relax
 ).





releasing factor






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that, when secreted by the hypothalamus, promotes the release of a specified hormone from the anterior lobe of the pituitary gland.













relegate

 
/ˈreləˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
consign or dismiss to an inferior rank or position




•
 
they aim to prevent women from being 
relegated to

 a secondary role.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘send into exile’): from Latin 
relegat-

 ‘sent away, referred,’ from the verb 
relegare

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
legare

 ‘send.’





relegation

 
/ˌreləˈɡāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of assigning to an inferior rank or position




•
 
the relegation of women to the domestic sphere.



















relent

 
/rəˈlent/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
abandon or mitigate a harsh intention or cruel treatment




•
 
she was going to refuse his request, but relented.










2.
 
(especially of bad weather) become less severe or intense




•
 
by evening the rain relented.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘dissolve, melt’): based on Latin 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
lentare

 ‘to bend’ (from 
lentus

 ‘flexible’).





relentless

 
/rəˈlen(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
oppressively constant; incessant




•
 
the relentless heat of the desert.










2.
 
harsh or inflexible




•
 
a patient but relentless taskmaster.














II.
 
derivatives





relentlessness

 
/rəˈlen(t)ləsnəs /






noun





















relentlessly

 
/rəˈlentləslē/






adverb



1.
 
in an unceasingly intense way




•
 
Joseph worked relentlessly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the songs are relentlessly upbeat.










2.
 
in a harsh or inflexible way




•
 
he was being bullied relentlessly at school.



















relet





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈlet /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 rent (a property) for a further period or to a new tenant.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēlet /



1.
 
an act of renting a property again.













relevance

 
/ˈreləv(ə)ns /

 
relevancy






noun




the quality or state of being closely connected or appropriate




•
 
this film has contemporary relevance




•
 
the quantity, quality, and relevance of links count towards your rating




•
 
the Web does allow us to produce more articles 
of relevance to

 our readers.



















relevant

 
/ˈreləvənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
closely connected or appropriate to what is being done or considered




•
 
what small companies need is relevant advice




•
 
the candidate's experience is 
relevant to

 the job.










2.
 
appropriate to the current time, period, or circumstances; of contemporary interest




•
 
critics may find themselves unable to stay relevant in a changing world




•
 
her films are relevant for feminists today.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
relevancy

 
/-vənsē /






noun













2.
 
relevantly






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a Scots legal term meaning ‘legally pertinent’): from medieval Latin 
relevant-

 ‘raising up,’ from Latin 
relevare

 .





relevé

 
/ˌreləˈvā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a movement in which the dancer rises on the tips of the toes.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 each of a number of small plots of vegetation, analyzed as a sample of a wider area.











– origin

 French, literally ‘raised up.’





reliability

 
/rəˌlīəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being trustworthy or of performing consistently well




•
 
the car's background gives me every confidence in its reliability.










2.
 
the degree to which the result of a measurement, calculation, or specification can be depended on to be accurate




•
 
these data throw doubt on the reliability of national statistics.



















reliable

 
/rəˈlīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




consistently good in quality or performance; able to be trusted




•
 
a reliable source of information.














II.
 
noun




a person or thing with trustworthy qualities




•
 
the supporting cast includes old reliables like Mitchell.














III.
 
derivatives





reliableness

 
/rəˈlīəb(ə)lnəs /






noun





















reliably

 
/rəˈlīəblē/






adverb




in a consistently good or accurate way




•
 
few of these paintings can be reliably dated.



















reliance

 
/rəˈlīəns/






noun



1.
 
dependence on or trust in someone or something




•
 
the farmer's 
reliance on

 pesticides.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person or thing on which someone depends.













reliant

 
/rəˈlīənt/






adjective




dependent on someone or something




•
 
the company is heavily 
reliant on

 the baby market.




















relic

 
/ˈrelik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object surviving from an earlier time, especially one of historical or sentimental interest.




2.
 
a part of a deceased holy person's body or belongings kept as an object of reverence.




3.
 
an object, custom, or belief that has survived from an earlier time but is now outmoded




•
 
individualized computer programming and time-sharing would become expensive relics.










4.
 
(
relics

 )
 — all that is left of something




•
 
relics of a lost civilization.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
relique

 (originally plural), from Latin 
reliquiae

 (see reliquiae
 ).





relict

 
/ˈrelikt/






noun



1.
 
a thing that has survived from an earlier period or in a primitive form.




2.
 
an animal or plant that has survived while others of its group have become extinct, e.g., the coelacanth.




3.
 
a species or community that formerly had a wider distribution but now survives in only a few localities such as refugia.

[early 20th cent.: from Latin 
relictus

 ‘left behind,’ past participle of the verb 
relinquere

 .]




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a widow.

[late Middle English: from Old French 
relicte

 ‘(woman) left behind,’ from late Latin 
relicta

 , from the verb 
relinquere

 .]













relief

 
/rəˈlēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of reassurance and relaxation following release from anxiety or distress




•
 
much to her relief, she saw the door open.










2.
 
a cause of or occasion for relief




•
 
it was a relief to find somewhere to stay.










3.
 
the alleviation of pain, discomfort, or distress




•
 
tablets for the relief of pain.










4.
 
a temporary break in a generally tense or tedious situation




•
 
the comic characters aren't part of the plot but just light relief.










5.
 
assistance, especially in the form of food, clothing, or money, given to those in special need or difficulty




•
 
raising money for famine relief




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
relief workers.










6.
 
a remission of tax normally due




•
 
people who donate money to charity will receive tax relief.










7.
 


[chiefly Law]

 the redress of a hardship or grievance.




8.
 
the action of raising the siege of a besieged town




•
 
the relief of Mafeking.










9.
 
a person or group of people replacing others who have been on duty


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the relief nurse was late.










10.
 


[Baseball]

 the role of a relief pitcher.




11.
 
the state of being clearly visible or obvious due to being accentuated in some way




•
 
the setting sun threw the snow-covered peaks 
into relief

 .










12.
 
a method of molding, carving, or stamping in which the design stands out from the surface, to a greater (
high relief

 ) or lesser (
bas-relief

 ) extent.




13.
 
a piece of sculpture in relief.




14.
 
a representation of relief given by an arrangement of line or color or shading.




15.
 


[Geography]

 difference in height from the surrounding terrain; the amount of variation in elevation and slope in a particular area.

[via French from Italian 
rilievo

 , from 
rilevare

 ‘raise,’ from Latin 
relevare

 .]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in relief





a.
 


[Art]

 carved, molded, or stamped so as to stand out from the surface.




b.
 


[Baseball]

 acting as a replacement pitcher.









2.
 
on relief








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 receiving government assistance because of need.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
relever

 ‘raise up, relieve,’ from Latin 
relevare

 ‘raise again, alleviate.’





relief map






noun



1.
 
a map indicating hills and valleys by shading rather than by contour lines alone.




2.
 
a map model with elevations and depressions representing hills and valleys, typically on an exaggerated relative scale.













relief pitcher






noun






[Baseball]

 a pitcher who enters the game in place of the previous pitcher.













relief printing






noun




printing from raised images, as in letterpress and flexography.













relief road






noun






(Brit.)

 a road taking traffic around, rather than through, a congested urban area.













relieve

 
/rəˈlēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (pain, distress, or difficulty) to become less severe or serious




•
 
the drug was used to promote sleep and to relieve pain.










2.
 
cause (someone) to stop feeling distressed or anxious about something.




3.
 
make less tedious or monotonous by the introduction of variety or of something striking or pleasing




•
 
the bird's body is black, relieved only by white under the tail.










4.
 
release (someone) from duty by taking their place




•
 
another signalman relieved him at 5:30.










5.
 
bring military support for (a besieged place)




•
 
he dispatched an expedition to relieve the city.










6.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a relief pitcher) take the place of (another pitcher) during a game.




7.
 
(
relieve someone of

 )
 — take (a burden) from someone




•
 
he relieved her of her baggage.










8.
 
free someone from (a tiresome responsibility)




•
 
she relieved me of the household chores.










9.
 
used euphemistically to indicate that someone has been deprived of something




•
 
he was relieved of his world title.










10.
 
(
relieve oneself

 )
 — urinate or defecate (used euphemistically).




11.
 


‹archaic›

 make (something) stand out




•
 
the twilight relieving in purple masses the foliage of the island.














II.
 
derivatives





relievable

 
/rəˈlēvəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
relever

 , from Latin 
relevare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
levare

 ‘raise’ (from 
levis

 ‘light’).





relieved

 
/rəˈlēvd/





I.
 
adjective




no longer feeling distressed or anxious; reassured




•
 
relieved parents who had waited anxiously for news.














II.
 
derivatives





relievedly

 
/riˈlēvədlē /






adverb





















reliever

 
/rəˈlēvər/






noun



1.
 
something or someone that relieves pain, distress, or difficulty




•
 
a great game to play as a stress reliever.










2.
 
a short-acting bronchodilator drug administered by inhalation to relieve acute symptoms of asthma




•
 
relievers are taken immediately when you experience any asthma symptoms.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitcher who enters the game in place of the previous pitcher




•
 
the team needs a right-handed reliever.



















relieving officer






noun






‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an official appointed to administer relief to the poor.













relievo

 
/rēˈlēvō /

 
rilievo





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Art]

 another term for relief
 (
sense

 4).











– origin

 Italian 
rilievo

 .





relight

 
/rēˈlīt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
light (something) again




•
 
he reached for the matches to relight his pipe.



















religio-





I.
 
combining form




religious and …




•
 
religio-political




•
 
religio-national.

















– origin

 from religion
 or religious
 .






religion

 
/rəˈlijən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the belief in and worship of a superhuman controlling power, especially a personal God or gods




•
 
ideas about the relationship between science and religion.










2.
 
a particular system of faith and worship




•
 
the world's great religions.










3.
 
a pursuit or interest to which someone ascribes supreme importance




•
 
consumerism is the new religion.














II.
 
phrases





get religion








‹informal›

 be converted to religious belief and practices.












III.
 
derivatives





religionless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘life under monastic vows’): from Old French, or from Latin 
religio(n-)

 ‘obligation, bond, reverence,’ perhaps based on Latin 
religare

 ‘to bind.’





religionism

 
/rəˈlijəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




excessive religious zeal.








II.
 
derivatives





religionist

 
/rəˈlij(ə)nəst /






noun





















religiose

 
/riˈlijēˌōs/





I.
 
adjective




excessively religious.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
religiosus

 , from 
religio

 ‘reverence, obligation.’





religiosity

 
/rəˌlijēˈäsədē/






noun




strong religious feeling or belief




•
 
a resurgence of religiosity among younger voters.




















religious

 
/rəˈlijəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or believing in a religion




•
 
both men were deeply religious, intelligent, and moralistic




•
 
religious music.










2.
 
(of a belief or practice) forming part of someone's thought about or worship of a divine being




•
 
he has strong religious convictions.










3.
 
belonging or relating to a monastic order or other group of people who are united by their practice of religion




•
 
religious houses were built on ancient pagan sites.










4.
 
treated or regarded with a devotion and scrupulousness appropriate to worship




•
 
I have a religious aversion to reading manuals.














II.
 
noun




a person bound by monastic vows.








III.
 
derivatives





religiousness

 
/rəˈlijəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
religiosus

 , from 
religio

 ‘reverence, obligation’ (see religion
 ).





religiously

 
/rəˈlijəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to or conforms with a religion




•
 
the religiously based school.










2.
 
with consistent and conscientious regularity




•
 
he practices religiously for four hours every day.



















Religious Society of Friends






official name for the Quakers (see Quaker
 ).









reline

 
/rēˈlīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
replace the lining of




•
 
the heavily brocaded drapes that she had relined.










2.
 
attach a new backing canvas to (a painting).













relink

 
/rēˈliNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
connect or join again




•
 
I had to pay some guy forty dollars an hour to relink the broken cable




•
 
a new entrance route will 
relink

 the Central Garden 
with

 the National Mall.










2.
 


[Computing]

 create a hyperlink between (web pages or hypertext documents) again




•
 
this tutorial will show you how to relink media files




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I just wanted to 
relink to

 a really interesting article my brother sent me.



















relinquish

 
/rəˈliNGkwiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
voluntarily cease to keep or claim; give up




•
 
he relinquished his managerial role to become chief executive.














II.
 
derivatives





relinquishment

 
/rəˈliNGkwiSHmənt /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
relinquiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
relinquir

 , from Latin 
relinquere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
linquere

 ‘to leave.’





reliquary

 
/ˈreləˌkwerē/





I.
 
noun




a container for holy relics.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
reliquaire

 , from Old French 
relique

 (see relic
 ).






reliquiae

 
/rəˈlikwēˌī, -wēˌē/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
remains.




2.
 


[Geology]

 fossil remains of animals or plants.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Latin, feminine plural (used as a noun) of 
reliquus

 ‘remaining,’ based on 
linquere

 ‘to leave.’





relish

 
/ˈreliSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
great enjoyment




•
 
she swigged a mouthful of wine with relish.










2.
 
liking for or pleasurable anticipation of something




•
 
I was appointed to a position for which I had little relish.










3.
 
a condiment eaten with plain food to add flavor




•
 
use salsa as a relish with grilled meat or fish.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 an appetizing flavor.




5.
 
a distinctive taste or tinge




•
 
the relish of wine.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enjoy greatly




•
 
he was relishing his moment of glory.










2.
 
be pleased by or about




•
 
I don't relish the thought of waiting on an invalid for the next few months.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 make pleasant to the taste; add relish to




•
 
I have also a novel to relish my wine.














III.
 
derivatives





relishable

 
/ˈreləSHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of obsolete 
reles

 , from Old French, ‘remainder,’ from 
relaisser

 ‘to release.’ The early noun sense was ‘odor, taste,’ giving rise to ‘appetizing flavor, piquant taste’ (mid 17th cent.), and hence 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun (late 18th cent).





relive

 
/rēˈliv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live through (an experience or feeling, especially an unpleasant one) again in one's imagination or memory




•
 
he broke down sobbing as he relived the attack.



















relleno

 
/rəˈyānō/






noun




short for chile relleno
 .













reload

 
/rēˈlōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
load (something, especially a gun that has been fired) again




•
 
he reloaded the chamber of the shotgun with fresh cartridges




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Charlie reloaded and took aim.



















relocate

 
/rēˈlōˌkāt ˌrēlōˈkāt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move to a new place and establish one's home or business there




•
 
if you are relocating here from another state




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
distribution staff will be relocated to Holland.



















relocation

 
/ˌrēlōˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of moving to a new place and establishing one's home or business there




•
 
the planned relocation of national headquarters to Warwickshire.



















reluctance

 
/rəˈləktəns/






noun



1.
 
unwillingness or disinclination to do something




•
 
she sensed his reluctance to continue.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the property of a magnetic circuit of opposing the passage of magnetic flux lines, equal to the ratio of the magnetomotive force to the magnetic flux.













reluctant

 
/rəˈləktənt/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling and hesitant; disinclined


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she seemed reluctant to discuss the matter.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘writhing, offering opposition’): from Latin 
reluctant-

 ‘struggling against,’ from the verb 
reluctari

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
luctari

 ‘to struggle.’





reluctantly

 
/rəˈləkt(ə)ntlē/






adverb




in an unwilling and hesitant way




•
 
he reluctantly agrees to do his duty.



















relume

 
/rēˈlo͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 relight or rekindle (a light, flame, etc.)




•
 
Oceana stole from her place of concealment, and relumed the taper.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + illume
 , partly suggested by French 
rallumer

 .





rely

 
/rəˈlī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
rely on/upon

 )


1.
 
depend on with full trust or confidence




•
 
I know I can rely on your discretion.










2.
 
be dependent on




•
 
the charity has to rely entirely on public donations.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
relier

 ‘bind together,’ from Latin 
religare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
ligare

 ‘bind.’ The original sense was ‘gather together,’ later ‘turn to, associate with,’ whence ‘depend upon with confidence.’





rem

 
/rem/





I.
 
noun




a unit of effective absorbed dose of ionizing radiation in human tissue, equivalent to one roentgen of X-rays.











– origin

 1940s: acronym from 
roentgen equivalent man

 .





REM

 
/äːrēːˈem/






abbreviation




rapid eye movement.













remade

 
/rēˈmād/






past and past participle of remake
 .









remailer

 
/ˈrēˌmālər/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a service that anonymously forwards email so as to disguise the original sender.




2.
 
a forwarding service for mail that takes advantage of cheaper or more efficient postal services in other countries.














remain

 
/rəˈmān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
continue to exist, especially after other similar or related people or things have ceased to exist




•
 
a cloister is all that remains of the monastery.










2.
 
stay in the place that one has been occupying




•
 
her husband remained at the beach condo.










3.
 
[with 
complement

 ]
 — continue to possess a particular quality or fulfill a particular role




•
 
he had remained alert the whole time.










4.
 
be left over after others or other parts have been completed, used, or dealt with




•
 
several years remain in the transition period.














II.
 
phrases





remain to be seen






used to express the notion that something is not yet known or certain




•
 
she has broken her leg, but it remains to be seen how badly.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
remain-

 , stressed stem of 
remanoir

 , from Latin 
remanere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
manere

 ‘to stay.’





remainder

 
/rəˈmāndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part, number, or quantity that is left over




•
 
leave a few mushrooms for garnish and slice the remainder.










2.
 
a part that is still to come




•
 
the remainder of the year.










3.
 
the number that is left over in a division in which one quantity does not exactly divide another




•
 
23 divided by 3 is 7, remainder 2.










4.
 
a copy of a book left unsold when demand has fallen.




5.
 


[Law]

 an interest in an estate that becomes effective in possession only when a prior interest (devised at the same time) ends.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dispose of (a book left unsold) at a reduced price




•
 
titles are being remaindered increasingly quickly to save on overheads.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
remanere

 (see remain
 ).





remaining

 
/rəˈmāniNG/






adjective



1.
 
still existing, present, or in use; surviving




•
 
Lilly was my last remaining close relative




•
 
the 
few remaining

 employees are working part-time.










2.
 
not yet used, dealt with, or resolved; outstanding




•
 
they advertised for any remaining creditors to come forward.










3.
 
still to happen; future




•
 
it will likely take six wins in the eight remaining games.



















remains

 
/rəˈmānz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the parts left over after other parts have been removed, used, or destroyed




•
 
the remains of a sandwich lunch were on the table.










2.
 
historical or archaeological relics




•
 
Roman remains.










3.
 
a person's body after death.











– origin

 late Middle English (occasionally treated as singular): from Old French 
remain

 , from 
remaindre

 , from an informal form of Latin 
remanere

 (see remain
 ).






remake





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈmāk /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) again or differently




•
 
the bed would be more comfortable if it were remade.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌmāk /



1.
 
a movie or piece of music that has been filmed or recorded again and rereleased.













reman

 
/rēˈman/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
equip again or with new personnel.




2.
 


‹literary›

 make (someone) manly or courageous again.













remand

 
/rəˈmand /

 

‹Law›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (a defendant) on bail or in custody, especially when a trial is adjourned




•
 
I had a seventeen-year-old son remanded to a drug-addiction program.










2.
 
return (a case) to a lower court for reconsideration




•
 
the Supreme Court summarily vacated the opinion and remanded the matter back to the California Court of Appeal.














II.
 
noun




a committal to custody.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘send back again’): from late Latin 
remandare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
mandare

 ‘commit.’ The noun dates from the late 18th cent.





remanent

 
/ˈremənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 remaining; residual.




2.
 


‹technical›

 (of magnetism) remaining after the magnetizing field has been removed.








II.
 
derivatives





remanence






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
remanent-

 ‘remaining,’ from the verb 
remanere

 .





remap

 
/rēˈmap, ˈrē-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 assign (a function) to a different key.














remark

 
/rəˈmärk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something as a comment; mention


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Tom's looking peaked,” she remarked




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he remarked that he had some work to finish




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the judges 
remarked on

 the high standard of the entries.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — regard with attention; notice




•
 
he remarked the man's inflamed eyelids.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a written or spoken comment




•
 
I decided to ignore his rude remarks.










2.
 
notice or comment




•
 
the landscape was not worthy of remark.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from French 
remarquer

 ‘note again,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
marquer

 ‘to mark, note.’





re-mark

 
/rēˈmärk, ˈrē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (an examination paper or piece of academic work) again.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of marking an examination or piece of academic work again.













remarkable

 
/rəˈmärkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




worthy of attention; striking




•
 
a remarkable coincidence.














II.
 
derivatives





remarkableness

 
/rəˈmärkəbəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
remarquable

 , from 
remarquer

 ‘take note of’ (see remark
 ).





remarkably

 
/rəˈmärkəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is worthy of attention




•
 
you have performed remarkably.










2.
 
to a surprising degree




•
 
her condition improved remarkably




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he seems remarkably relaxed about the whole thing.










3.
 [
sentence adverb

 ]


a.
 
used to express surprise at an event or situation




•
 
remarkably, she hung on to her job.























Remarque, Erich Maria

 
/rəˈmärk/






(1898–1970), US novelist, born in Germany. His first novel, 
All Quiet on the Western Front

 (1929; movie, 1930), was an international success. The book and its sequel, 
The Road Back

 (1931), were banned by the Nazis in 1933. All of his 10 novels deal with the horror of war and its aftermath.









remarriage

 
/rēˈmerij/






noun




a second or subsequent marriage




•
 
her mother's remarriage caused tensions between them




•
 [
mass noun

 ]
 
a widow's prospects of remarriage.



















remarry

 
/rēˈmerē/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
marry again




•
 
he remarried shortly after his wife's death.



















remaster

 
/rēˈmastər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a new master of (a recording), typically in order to improve the sound quality




•
 
all the tracks have been remastered from the original tapes.



















rematch

 
/ˈrēˌmaCH/






noun




a second match or game between two teams or players.













Rembrandt

 
/ˈrembrant/






(1606–69), Dutch painter; full name 
Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn

 . He established his reputation as a portrait painter with the 
Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp

 (1632). In 
The Night Watch

 (1642), he used chiaroscuro to give his subjects a more spiritual and introspective quality. Rembrandt is identified with the series of more than sixty self-portraits painted from 1629 to 1669.









REME






abbreviation




(in the British army) Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.













remeasure

 
/ˌrēˈmeZHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
measure again.








II.
 
derivatives





remeasurement






noun





















remediable

 
/rəˈmēdēəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
capable of being cured; treatable




•
 
a remediable condition that may have serious consequences if not recognized.










2.
 
capable of being remedied; rectifiable




•
 
these grievances are remediable.



















remedial

 
/rəˈmēdēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving or intended as a remedy or cure




•
 
remedial surgery.










2.
 
provided or intended for students who are experiencing learning difficulties




•
 
remedial education.














II.
 
derivatives





remedially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
remedialis

 , from Latin 
remedium

 ‘cure, medicine’ (see remedy
 ).





remediation

 
/rəˌmēdēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of remedying something, in particular of reversing or stopping environmental damage.




2.
 
the giving of remedial teaching or therapy.








II.
 
derivatives





remediate

 
/riˈmēdēˌāt /






verb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
remediatio(n-)

 , from 
remediare

 ‘heal, cure’ (see remedy
 ).






remedy

 
/ˈremədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicine or treatment for a disease or injury




•
 
herbal remedies for aches and pains.










2.
 
a means of counteracting or eliminating something undesirable




•
 
shopping became a 
remedy for

 personal problems.










3.
 
a means of legal reparation




•
 
the doctrine took away their only 
remedy against

 merchants who refused to honor their contracts.










4.
 
the margin within which coins as minted may differ from the standard fineness and weight.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set right (an undesirable situation)




•
 
by the time a problem becomes patently obvious, it may be almost too late to remedy it.














III.
 
derivatives





remediless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
remedie

 , from Latin 
remedium

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ (also expressing intensive force) + 
mederi

 ‘heal.’






remember

 
/rəˈmembər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have in or be able to bring to one's mind an awareness of (someone or something that one has seen, known, or experienced in the past)




•
 
I remember the screech of the horn as the car came toward me




•
 
no one remembered his name.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — do something that one has undertaken to do or that is necessary or advisable




•
 
did you remember to mail the letters?










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — used to emphasize the importance of what is asserted




•
 
you must remember that this is a secret.










4.
 
bear (someone) in mind by making them a gift or making provision for them




•
 
he has remembered the boy in a codicil to his will.










5.
 
(
remember someone to

 )
 — convey greetings from one person to (another)




•
 
remember me to Charlie.










6.
 
pray for the success or well-being of




•
 
the congress should be remembered in our prayers.










7.
 
(
remember oneself

 )
 — recover one's manners after a lapse.








II.
 
derivatives





rememberer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
remembrer

 , from late Latin 
rememorari

 ‘call to mind,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + Latin 
memor

 ‘mindful.’





remembrance

 
/rəˈmembrəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of remembering something




•
 
a flash of understanding or remembrance passed between them.










2.
 
the action of remembering the dead, especially in a ceremony




•
 
I decided to sell poppies in remembrance of those who died.










3.
 
a memory or recollection




•
 
the remembrance of her visit came back with startling clarity.










4.
 
a thing kept or given as a reminder or in commemoration of someone.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
remembrer

 (see remember
 ).





Remembrance Day

 
/rəˈmembrəns ˌdā rēˈmembrəns ˌdā/






noun



1.
 
(in Canada) November 11, observed in memory of those who died in World Wars I and II; Veterans Day.




2.
 
another term for Remembrance Sunday
 .













remembrancer

 
/rəˈmembrənsər/






noun




a person with the job or responsibility of reminding others of something; a chronicler.














Remembrance Sunday






noun




(in the UK) the Sunday nearest to November 11, when those who were killed in World War I and World War II and later conflicts are commemorated.














remex

 
/ˈrēˌmeks/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a flight feather.

Compare with rectrix
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘rower,’ based on 
remus

 ‘oar.’





remilitarize

 
/rēˈmilədəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply (a place that has previously been demilitarized) with new military resources




•
 
the Rhineland was remilitarized in 1936.














II.
 
derivatives





remilitarization






noun





















remind

 
/rəˈmīnd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to remember someone or something




•
 
he would have forgotten the boy's birthday if you hadn't reminded him




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You had an accident,” he reminded her.










2.
 
(
remind someone of

 )
 — cause someone to think of (something) because of a resemblance or likeness




•
 
his impassive, fierce stare reminded her of an owl.










3.
 
bring something, especially a commitment or necessary course of action, to the attention of (someone)


[with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]


•
 
the bartender reminded them that singing was not permitted




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she reminded me to be respectful.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + the verb mind
 , probably suggested by obsolete 
rememorate

 , in the same sense.





reminder

 
/rəˈmīndər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that causes someone to remember something




•
 
the watchtower is a reminder of the days when an enemy might appear at any moment.










2.
 
a message or communication designed to ensure that someone remembers something.




3.
 
a letter sent to remind someone of an obligation, especially to pay a bill.













remindful

 
/rəˈmīndfəl/






adjective




acting as a reminder




•
 
his humor is 
remindful of

 that of Max.



















remineralize

 
/rēˈminərəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore the depleted mineral content of (a part of the body, especially the bones or teeth).








II.
 
derivatives





remineralization

 
/-ˌminərələˈzāSHən /






noun





















Remington

 
/ˈremiNGtən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a make of firearm.




2.
 
( in the UK)
 — 

‹trademark›

 a typewriter, especially a large manual one formerly used in offices.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Eliphalet 
Remington

 (1793–1861) and his son Philo (1816–89), gunsmiths of Ilion, New York, the original manufacturers.





Remington, Frederic

 
/ˈreminɡtən/






(1861–1909), US painter, sculptor, and writer. He painted scenes of the American West such as 
“Cavalry Charge on the Southern Plains”

 (1907). His notable sculptures include 
“Bronco Buster”

 (1895) and 
“Comin' Through the Rye”

 (1902). He also wrote 
The Way of an Indian

 (1906).









reminisce

 
/ˌreməˈnis/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
indulge in enjoyable recollection of past events




•
 
they reminisced about their summers abroad.














II.
 
derivatives





reminiscer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: back-formation from reminiscence
 .






reminiscence

 
/ˌreməˈnisəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a story told about a past event remembered by the narrator




•
 
his reminiscences of his early days in Washington.










2.
 
the enjoyable recollection of past events




•
 
his story made me smile in reminiscence.










3.
 
(
reminiscences

 )
 — a collection in literary form of incidents and experiences that someone remembers.




4.
 
a characteristic of one thing reminding or suggestive of another




•
 
his first works are too full of reminiscences of earlier poetry.














II.
 
derivatives





reminiscential

 
/ˌremənisˈenCHəl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the action of remembering): from late Latin 
reminiscentia

 , from Latin 
reminisci

 ‘remember.’





reminiscent

 
/ˌreməˈnis(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to remind one of something




•
 
the sights were 
reminiscent of

 my childhood.










2.
 
suggesting something by resemblance




•
 
her suit was vaguely 
reminiscent of

 military dress.










3.
 
(of a person or their manner) absorbed in or suggesting absorption in memories




•
 
her expression was wistful and reminiscent.














II.
 
derivatives





reminiscently

 
/ˌreməˈnis(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
reminiscent-

 ‘remembering,’ from the verb 
reminisci

 .






remiss

 
/rəˈmis/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
lacking care or attention to duty; negligent




•
 
it would be very remiss of me not to pass on that information




•
 
the government has been 
remiss in

 its duties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
remissly






adverb













2.
 
remissness

 
/rəˈmisnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
remissus

 ‘slackened,’ past participle of 
remittere

 . The early senses were ‘weakened in color or consistency’ and (in describing sound) ‘faint, soft.’





remissible

 
/rəˈmisəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of sins) able to be pardoned.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
rémissible

 or late Latin 
remissibilis

 , from 
remiss-

 ‘slackened,’ from the verb 
remittere

 (see remiss
 ).





remission

 
/rəˈmiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cancellation of a debt, charge, or penalty




•
 
the plan allows for the partial remission of tuition fees.










2.
 
a diminution of the seriousness or intensity of disease or pain; a temporary recovery




•
 
ten out of twenty patients remained 
in remission

 .










3.
 


‹formal›

 forgiveness of sins.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 the reduction of a prison sentence, especially as a reward for good behavior.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
remissio(n-)

 , from 
remittere

 ‘send back, restore’ (see remit
 ).






remit





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈmit /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cancel or refrain from exacting or inflicting (a debt or punishment)




•
 
the excess of the sentence over 12 months was remitted.










2.
 


[Theology]

 pardon (a sin).




3.
 
send (money) in payment or as a gift




•
 
the income they remitted to their families.










4.
 
refer (a matter for decision) to some authority




•
 
the request for an investigation was remitted to a special committee.










5.
 


[Law]

 send back (a case) to a lower court.




6.
 


[Law]

 send (someone) from one tribunal to another for a trial or hearing.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 consign again to a previous state




•
 
thus his indiscretion remitted him to the nature of an ordinary person.










8.
 


‹rare›

 postpone




•
 
the movers refused Mr. Tierney's request to remit the motion.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 diminish




•
 
phobias may remit spontaneously without any treatment.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/rəˈmit ˈrēˌmit /



1.
 
the task or area of activity officially assigned to an individual or organization




•
 
the committee was becoming caught up in issues that did not fall within its remit.










2.
 
an item referred to someone for consideration.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
remittable






adjective













2.
 
remittal

 
/rəˈmidl /






noun













3.
 
remitter

 
/rəˈmidər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
remittere

 ‘send back, restore,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’ The noun dates from the early 20th cent.





remittance

 
/rəˈmitns/






noun



1.
 
a sum of money sent, especially by mail, in payment for goods or services or as a gift.




2.
 
the action of sending money in payment.













remittance man






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 an emigrant supported or assisted by payments of money from home.













remittent

 
/rəˈmitnt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a fever) characterized by fluctuating body temperatures.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
remittent-

 ‘sending back,’ from the verb 
remittere

 (see remit
 ).





remix





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈmiks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mix (something) again.




2.
 
produce a different version of (a musical recording) by altering the balance of the separate tracks.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēmiks /



1.
 
a different version of a musical recording produced by remixing.








III.
 
derivatives





remixer






noun





















remnant

 
/ˈremnənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small remaining quantity of something.




2.
 
a piece of cloth or carpeting left when the greater part has been used or sold.




3.
 
a surviving trace




•
 
a 
remnant of

 the past.










4.
 


[Christian Theology]

 a small minority of people who will remain faithful to God and so be saved (in allusion to biblical prophecies concerning Israel).








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
remaining




•
 
remnant strands of hair.

















– origin

 Middle English: contraction of obsolete 
remenant

 , from Old French, from 
remenoir

 , 
remanoir

 ‘remain.’





remodel

 
/rēˈmädl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the structure or form of (something, especially a building, policy, or procedure)




•
 
the station was remodeled and enlarged in 1927.










2.
 
fashion or shape (a figure or object) again or differently




•
 
she remodeled the head with careful fingers.



















remodeler

 
/rēˈmäd(ə)lər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who carries out structural alterations to an existing building, such as adding a new room.














remold

 
/rēˈmōld /

 


‹Brit.›

 remould






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change or refashion the appearance, structure, or character of




•
 
did the welfare state remold capitalism to give it a more human face?



















remonetize

 
/rēˈmänəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 restore (a metal) to its former position as legal tender.








II.
 
derivatives





remonetization

 
/rēˌmänətəˈzāSHən /






noun






















remonstrance

 
/rəˈmänstrəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a forcefully reproachful protest




•
 
angry remonstrances in the Senate




•
 
he shut his ears to any remonstrance.










2.
 
(
the Remonstrance

 )
 — a document drawn up in 1610 by the Arminians of the Dutch Reformed Church, presenting the differences between their doctrines and those of the strict Calvinists.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘evidence’): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
remonstrantia

 , from 
remonstrare

 ‘demonstrate, show’ (see remonstrate
 ).





Remonstrant

 
/rəˈmänstrənt/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Arminian party in the Dutch Reformed Church.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
remonstrant-

 ‘demonstrating’ (see also remonstrance
 ).






remonstrate

 
/rəˈmänˌstrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a forcefully reproachful protest




•
 
he turned angrily to 
remonstrate with

 Tommy




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You don't mean that,” she remonstrated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
remonstration

 
/rəˌmänˈstrāSHən rēˌmänˈstrāSHən ˌremənˈstrāSHən /






noun













2.
 
remonstrative

 
/rəˈmänstrədiv rēˈmänˌstrādiv ˈremənˌstrādiv /






adjective













3.
 
remonstrator

 
/rəˈmänˌstrādər rēˈmänˌstrādər ˈremənˌstrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make plain’): from medieval Latin 
remonstrat-

 ‘demonstrated,’ from the verb 
remonstrare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
monstrare

 ‘to show.’





remontant

 
/rəˈmänt(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a plant) blooming or producing a crop more than once a season.








II.
 
noun




a remontant plant.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘coming up again,’ from the verb 
remonter

 .






remora

 
/ˈremərə, riˈmôrə/





I.
 
noun




a slender marine fish that attaches itself to large fish by means of a sucker on top of its head. It generally feeds on the host's external parasites.

Also called sharksucker
 , suckerfish
 . [Family 
Echeneidae

 : several genera and species, in particular the widespread 
Remora remora

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘hindrance,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
mora

 ‘delay’ (because of the former belief that the fish slowed down ships).





remorse

 
/rəˈmôrs/





I.
 
noun




deep regret or guilt for a wrong committed




•
 
they were filled with remorse and shame.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
remors

 , from medieval Latin 
remorsus

 , from Latin 
remordere

 ‘vex,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
mordere

 ‘to bite.’





remorseful

 
/rəˈmôrsfəl/





I.
 
adjective




filled with remorse; sorry




•
 
the defendant was 
remorseful for

 what he had done.














II.
 
derivatives





remorsefully

 
/rəˈmôrsfəlē /






adverb





















remorseless

 
/rəˈmôrsləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without regret or guilt




•
 
a remorseless killer.










2.
 
(of something unpleasant) never ending or improving; relentless




•
 
remorseless poverty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
remorselessly

 
/rəˈmôrsləslē rēˈmôrsləslē /






adverb













2.
 
remorselessness

 
/rəˈmôrsləsnəs /






noun





















remortgage

 
/rēˈmôrɡij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take out another or a different kind of mortgage on (a property).








II.
 
noun




a different or additional mortgage.














remote

 
/rəˈmōt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a place) situated far from the main centers of population; distant




•
 
a remote Oregon valley




•
 
I'd chosen a spot that looked as 
remote from

 any road as possible.










2.
 
(of an electronic device) operating or operated by means of radio or infrared signals.




3.
 
distant in time




•
 
a golden age in the remote past.










4.
 
distantly related




•
 
a remote cousin.










5.
 
having very little connection with or relationship to




•
 
the theory seems rather intellectual and 
remote from

 everyday experience.










6.
 
(of a person) aloof and unfriendly in manner




•
 
this morning Maria again seemed remote and patronizing.










7.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a device that can only be accessed by means of a network.

Compare with local
 .




8.
 
(of a chance or possibility) unlikely to occur




•
 
chances of a genuine and lasting peace become even more remote.














II.
 
noun




a remote control device.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘far apart’): from Latin 
remotus

 ‘removed,’ past participle of 
removere

 (see remove
 ).





remote control






noun



1.
 
control of a machine or apparatus from a distance by means of signals transmitted from a radio or electronic device.




2.
 
(also 
remote controller

 )
 — a device that controls a machine, especially a television or VCR, from a distance.













remote-controlled

 
/rəˌmōtk(ə)nˈtrōld/






adjective




(of a machine or apparatus) controlled from a distance by means of radio or infrared signals transmitted from a device




•
 
a remote-controlled robot




•
 
remote-controlled planes.



















remote locking






noun




a feature on a motor vehicle enabling doors to be locked and unlocked by remote control




•
 
remote locking comes standard.



















remotely

 
/rəˈmōtlē/






adverb



1.
 
from a distance; without physical contact




•
 
new electronic meters that can be read remotely




•
 
a new type of remotely controlled torpedo.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — in the slightest degree




•
 
he had never been remotely jealous.



















remoteness

 
/rəˈmōtnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being situated far from the main centers of population




•
 
the remoteness of the location hindered development.










2.
 
lack of connection with or relationship to something




•
 
the 
remoteness

 of politics 
from

 everyday life.










3.
 
the state of being unlikely to occur




•
 
the remoteness of a solution.










4.
 
the quality of being aloof and unfriendly




•
 
his diffidence could sometimes be misread as remoteness.



















remote sensing






noun




the scanning of the earth by satellite or high-flying aircraft in order to obtain information about it.













rémoulade

 
/ˌrāməˈläd /

 
remoulade





I.
 
noun




salad or seafood dressing made with hard-boiled egg yolks, oil, and vinegar, and flavored with mustard, capers, and herbs.











– origin

 French from Italian 
remolata

 .





remould





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈmōld /



1.
 
British spelling of remold
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 put a new tread on (a worn tire).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēmōld /



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a tire that has been given a new tread.













remount





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈmount /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mount (something) again, in particular




2.
 
get on (something) in order to ride it again




•
 
she went to remount her horse




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Sandy remounted and rode through the gates.










3.
 
attach to a new frame or setting




•
 
remount the best photos in glass-fronted mounts.










4.
 
produce (a play or exhibition) again.




5.
 
organize and embark on (a significant course of action) again




•
 
the raid was remounted in August.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌmount /



1.
 
a fresh horse for a rider.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a supply of fresh horses for a regiment.













removable

 
/rəˈmo͞ovəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be taken off or away from the position occupied




•
 
the covers are removable for cleaning




•
 
a removable battery.










2.
 
able to be abolished or dismissed




•
 
the Commission will consist of five easily removable government appointees.














II.
 
derivatives





removability

 
/rəˌmo͞ovəˈbilədē /






noun





















removal

 
/rəˈmo͞ovəl/






noun



1.
 
the action of taking away or abolishing something unwanted




•
 
the removal of the brain tumor




•
 
the removal of all legal barriers to the free movement of goods.










2.
 
the dismissal of someone from a job or office.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 the transfer of furniture and other contents when moving from one house to another




•
 
removal men.




















remove

 
/rəˈmo͞ov/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (something) away or off from the position occupied




•
 
Customs officials 
removed

 documents 
from

 the premises




•
 
she sat down to remove her make-up.










2.
 
take off (clothing)




•
 
he sat down and quickly removed his shoes and socks.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
remove to

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 change one's home or place of residence by moving to (another place)




•
 
he removed to Mexico and began afresh.










4.
 


(S. African)

 
‹historical›

 compel (someone) by law to move to another area




•
 
a man is removed to the tribal district of his forbears.










5.
 
eliminate or get rid of




•
 
the iron can be removed by filtration




•
 
they 
removed

 thousands of needy youngsters 
from

 the system.










6.
 
dismiss from a job or office




•
 
he was 
removed from

 his teaching position.










7.
 
(
be removed

 )
 — be distant from




•
 
it is an isolated place, 
far removed from

 the London art world.










8.
 
be very different from




•
 
an explanation that is 
far removed from

 the truth.










9.
 
(as 
adj.

 
removed

 )
 — separated by a particular number of steps of descent




•
 
his second cousin once removed.














II.
 
noun




a degree of remoteness or separation




•
 


at

 this 
remove

 , the whole incident seems insane.














III.
 
derivatives





remover

 
/rəˈmo͞ovər rēˈmo͞ovər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from the Old French stem 
remov-

 , from Latin 
removere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
movere

 ‘to move.’





REM sleep

 
/ˌärˌēˈem ˌslēp/






noun




a kind of sleep that occurs at intervals during the night and is characterized by rapid eye movements, more dreaming and bodily movement, and faster pulse and breathing.













remuage

 
/ˌremo͞oˈäZH/





I.
 
noun




the periodic turning or shaking of bottled wine, especially champagne, to move sediment toward the cork.











– origin

 French, literally ‘moving around.’





remuda

 
/rəˈmo͞odə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a herd of horses that have been saddle-broken, from which ranch hands choose their mounts for the day.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via American Spanish from Spanish, literally ‘exchange, replacement.’





remunerate

 
/rəˈmyo͞onəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay (someone) for services rendered or work done




•
 
they should be remunerated fairly for their work.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
remunerat-

 ‘rewarded, recompensed,’ from the verb 
remunerari

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
munus

 , 
muner-

 ‘gift.’





remuneration

 
/rəˌmyo͞onəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




money paid for work or a service.













remunerative

 
/rəˈmyo͞on(ə)rədiv rəˈmyo͞onəˌrādiv/






adjective



1.
 
financially rewarding; lucrative




•
 
highly remunerative activities.










2.
 
earning a salary; paid




•
 
since June 2003 he has not had any remunerative employment.



















Remus

 
/ˈrēməs /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







the twin brother of Romulus.









REN






abbreviation




ringer equivalent number, a measure of the load a device will place on a telephone line. The maximum REN allowed on a single line is usually limited by telephone companies.














Renaissance

 
/ˈrenəˌsäns/





I.
 
the revival of art and literature under the influence of classical models in the 14th–16th centuries.




II.
 
the culture and style of art and architecture developed during the Renaissance.




III.
 
(as 
noun

 
a renaissance

 )
 — a revival of or renewed interest in something




•
 
rail travel is enjoying a renaissance.













– origin

 from French 
renaissance

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
naissance

 ‘birth’ (from Latin 
nascentia

 , from 
nasci

 ‘be born’).





Renaissance man

 
/ˈˌrenəˈˌsäns man /

 
woman






noun




a person with many talents or areas of knowledge.














renal

 
/ˈrēnl/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 of or relating to the kidneys




•
 
renal failure.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
rénal

 , from late Latin 
renalis

 , from Latin 
renes

 ‘kidneys.’





renal calculus






noun




another term for kidney stone
 .













rename

 
/rēˈnām/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


1.
 
give a new name to (someone or something)




•
 
after independence Celebes was renamed Sulawesi.



















renascence

 
/rəˈnasns rēˈnasns/






noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the revival of something that has been dormant




•
 
the renascence of poetry as an oral art.










2.
 
(
Renascence

 )
 — 

‹formal›

 another term for Renaissance
 .













renascent

 
/riˈnasənt, -ˈnāsənt/





I.
 
adjective




becoming active or popular again




•
 
renascent fascism.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
renascent-

 ‘being born again,’ from the verb 
renasci

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
nasci

 ‘be born.’





renationalize

 
/ˌrēˈnaSHənəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (a privatized industry) back into state ownership or control.








II.
 
derivatives





renationalization






noun





















Renault, Louis

 
/rəˈnō/






(1877–1944), French engineer and automobile manufacturer. He and his brothers established the Renault company in 1898.









Renault, Mary






(1905–83), British novelist; resident in South Africa from 1948; pseudonym of 
Mary Challans

 . She wrote historical novels set in the ancient world, notably a trilogy dealing with Alexander the Great (1970–81).









rencontre

 
/räNˈkôNtr(ə), renˈkäntər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 variant spelling of rencounter
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French.






rencounter

 
/ˌrenˈkoun(t)ər /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chance meeting with someone.




2.
 
a battle, skirmish, or duel.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
meet by chance




•
 
I wonder who those fellows were we rencountered last night.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
rencontre

 (noun), 
rencontrer

 ‘meet face to face.’






rend

 
/rend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tear (something) into two or more pieces




•
 
snapping teeth that would rend human flesh to shreds




•
 


‹figurative›

 the speculation and confusion that was rending the civilized world.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 wrench (something) violently




•
 
he rent the branch out of the tree.










3.
 


‹literary›

 cause great emotional pain to (a person or their heart).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
rend the air








‹literary›

 sound piercingly




•
 
a shrill scream rent the air.















2.
 
rend one's garments






tear one's clothes as a sign of extreme grief or distress.















– origin

 Old English 
rendan

 ; related to Middle Low German 
rende

 .






render

 
/ˈrendər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide or give (a service, help, etc.)




•
 
money serves as a reward for 
services rendered






•
 
Mrs. Evans would 
render

 assistance 
to

 those she thought were in real need.










2.
 
submit or present for inspection or consideration




•
 
he would render income tax returns at the end of the year.










3.
 


‹literary›

 hand over




•
 
he will 
render up

 his immortal soul.










4.
 
deliver (a verdict or judgment)




•
 
the jury's finding amounted to the clearest verdict yet rendered upon the scandal.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — cause to be or become; make




•
 
the rains rendered his escape impossible.










6.
 
represent or depict artistically




•
 
the eyes and the cheeks are exceptionally well rendered.










7.
 
translate




•
 
the phrase was 
rendered into

 English.










8.
 


[Music]

 perform (a piece)




•
 
a soprano solo reverently rendered by Linda Howie.










9.
 


[Computing]

 process (an outline image) using color and shading in order to make it appear solid and three-dimensional.




10.
 
covertly send (a foreign criminal or terrorist suspect) for interrogation abroad; subject to extraordinary rendition.




11.
 
melt down (fat)




•
 
the fat was being cut up and rendered for lard.










12.
 
process (the carcass of an animal) in order to extract proteins, fats, and other usable parts


(as 
adj.

 
rendered

 )


•
 
the 
rendered down

 remains of sheep.










13.
 
cover (stone or brick) with a coat of plaster




•
 
external walls will be rendered and tiled.














II.
 
noun




a first coat of plaster applied to a brick or stone surface.








III.
 
derivatives





renderer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rendre

 , from an alteration of Latin 
reddere

 ‘give back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
dare

 ‘give.’ The earliest senses were ‘recite,’ ‘translate,’ and ‘give back’ (hence ‘represent’ and ‘perform’); ‘hand over’ (hence ‘give (help)’ and ‘submit for consideration’); ‘cause to be’; and ‘melt down.’





render farm






noun






[Computing]

 a group of networked computers devoted to rendering images, used typically in the production of computer-animated films.




•
 
power costs for a render farm can run to millions of dollars a year.



















rendering

 
/ˈrend(ə)riNG/






noun



1.
 
a performance of a piece of music or drama




•
 
her fine rendering of “Che farò senza Eurydice” was enough to win her strong commendation.










2.
 
a translation




•
 
a literal rendering of an idiom.










3.
 
a work of visual art, especially a detailed architectural drawing




•
 
a consummately lifelike three-dimensional rendering of a building interior.










4.
 


[Computing]

 the processing of an outline image using color and shading to make it appear solid and three-dimensional.




5.
 
the action of applying plaster to a wall.




6.
 
the plaster applied to a wall.




7.
 


‹formal›

 the action of giving, yielding, or surrendering something




•
 
the rendering of dues.



















rendezvous

 
/ˈrändəˌvo͞o ˈrändāˌvo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meeting at an agreed time and place, typically between two people.




2.
 
a place used for a rendezvous.




3.
 
a place, typically a bar or restaurant, that is used as a popular meeting place.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
meet at an agreed time and place




•
 
I 
rendezvoused with

 Bea as planned.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
rendez-vous!

 ‘present yourselves!,’ imperative of 
se rendre

 .





rendition

 
/renˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a performance or interpretation, especially of a dramatic role or piece of music




•
 
a wonderful rendition of “Nessun Dorma.”










2.
 
a visual representation or reproduction




•
 
a pen-and-ink rendition of Mars with his sword drawn.










3.
 
a translation or transliteration.




4.
 
(also 
extraordinary rendition

 )
 — the practice of sending a foreign criminal or terrorist suspect covertly to be interrogated in a country with less rigorous regulations for the humane treatment of prisoners.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French, from 
rendre

 ‘give back, render.’





Rendova

 
/renˈdōvə/






an island in the west central Solomon Islands, off the coast of New Georgia, the scene of fighting between US and Japanese forces in 1943.









rendzina

 
/renˈjēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a fertile lime-rich soil with dark humus above a pale soft calcareous layer, typical of grassland on chalk or limestone.











– origin

 1920s: via Russian from Polish 
rędzina

 .






renegade

 
/ˈrenəˌɡād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who deserts and betrays an organization, country, or set of principles.




2.
 
a person who behaves in a rebelliously unconventional manner.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who abandons religion; an apostate.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having treacherously changed allegiance




•
 
a renegade bodyguard.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 having abandoned one's religious beliefs




•
 
a renegade monk.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Spanish 
renegado

 , from medieval Latin 
renegatus

 ‘renounced,’ past participle (used as a noun) of 
renegare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + Latin 
negare

 ‘deny.’





renegado

 
/ˌrenəˈɡädō, -ˈɡādō/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for renegade
 .











– origin

 Spanish.





renege

 
/riˈneɡ riˈniɡ /

 
renegue





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go back on a promise, undertaking, or contract




•
 
the administration had 
reneged on

 its election promises.










2.
 
another term for revoke
 (
sense

 2).




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 renounce or abandon (someone or something).








II.
 
derivatives





reneger






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘desert (esp. a faith or a person)’): from medieval Latin 
renegare

 , from Latin 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
negare

 ‘deny.’





renegotiate

 
/ˌrēnəˈɡōSHēāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
negotiate (something) again in order to change the original agreed terms




•
 
the parties will renegotiate the price




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she asked to renegotiate after signing the contract.














II.
 
derivatives





renegotiable

 
/-ˈɡōSH(ē)əbəl /






adjective





















renegotiation

 
/rēnəˌɡōSHēˈāSH(ə)n rēnəˌɡōsēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




negotiation of something again in order to change the original agreed terms




•
 
they demanded renegotiation of the treaty




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
debt renegotiations.



















renew

 
/rəˈn(y)o͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
resume (an activity) after an interruption




•
 
the parents renewed their campaign to save the school.










2.
 
re-establish (a relationship)




•
 
he had renewed an acquaintance with McCarthy.










3.
 
repeat (an action or statement)




•
 
detectives renewed their appeal for those in the area at the time to contact them.










4.
 
give fresh life or strength to


(as 
adj.

 
renewed

 )


•
 
she would face the future with renewed determination.










5.
 
extend for a further period the validity of (a license, subscription, or contract)




•
 
her contract had not been renewed.










6.
 
replace (something that is broken or worn out)




•
 
check the joints—they may need renewing.














II.
 
derivatives





renewer

 
/rəˈn(y)o͞oər /






noun





















renewable

 
/rəˈn(y)o͞oəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a contract, agreement, etc.) capable of being renewed




•
 
the 30-day truce is renewable by mutual agreement.










2.
 
(of a natural resource or source of energy) not depleted when used




•
 
a shift away from fossil fuels to renewable energy.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
renewables

 )


1.
 
a source of energy that is not depleted by use, such as water, wind, or solar power.








III.
 
derivatives





renewability

 
/riˌn(y)o͞oəˈbilətē /






noun





















renewable energy






noun




energy from a source that is not depleted when used, such as wind or solar power




•
 
the environmental benefits of renewable energy.



















renewal

 
/rəˈn(y)o͞oəl/






noun



1.
 
the action of extending the period of validity of a license, subscription, or contract




•
 
the contracts came up for renewal




•
 
a renewal of his passport.










2.
 
an instance of resuming an activity or state after an interruption




•
 
a renewal of hostilities.










3.
 
the replacing or repair of something that is worn out, run-down, or broken




•
 
the need for urban renewal.










4.
 
(among charismatic Christians) the state or process of being made spiritually new in the Holy Spirit.













renga

 
/ˈreNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




Japanese linked poetry in the form of a tanka (or series of tanka), with the first three lines composed by one person and the second two by another. A typical renga sequence is comprised of 100 stanzas composed by about three poets in a single sitting.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
ren

 ‘linking’ + 
ga

 (from 
ka

 ‘poetry’).





reniform

 
/ˈrenəˌfôrm ˈrānəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Mineralogy]

 
[Botany]

 kidney-shaped.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
ren

 ‘kidney’ + -iform.





renin

 
/ˈrēnin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme secreted by and stored in the kidneys that promotes the production of the protein angiotensin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
ren

 ‘kidney’ + -in
 1
 .





renminbi

 
/ˌrenˌminˈbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the system of currency of the People's Republic of China, introduced in 1948.




2.
 
the yuan.











– origin

 from Chinese 
rénmínbì

 , from 
rénmín

 ‘people’ + 
bì

 ‘currency.’





Rennes

 
/ren(s)/






an industrial city in northwestern France, capital of Brittany region; pop. 214,813 (2006).










rennet

 
/ˈrenət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
curdled milk from the stomach of an unweaned calf, containing rennin and used in curdling milk for cheese.




2.
 
any preparation containing rennin, especially a pudding.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: probably related to run
 .





rennin

 
/ˈrenən/





I.
 
noun




an enzyme secreted into the stomach of unweaned mammals, and in some lower animals and plants, causing the curdling of milk.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from rennet
 + -in
 1
 .





Reno

 
/ˈrēnō/






a city in western Nevada, on the Truckee River; pop. 217,016 (est. 2008). It is noted as a gambling resort and for its liberal laws that enable quick marriages and divorces.









Reno, Janet






(1938–), US lawyer. Before she became the first woman to be appointed to the office of US attorney general 1993–2001, she was the chief prosecutor of Florida's Dade County 1978–93.









Renoir, Jean

 
/ˈrenˌwär, rənˈwär/






(1894–1979), French movie director; son of Pierre-Auguste Renoir. His works include 
La Grande illusion

 (1937) and 
La Règle du jeu

 (1939).









Renoir, Pierre-Auguste






(1841–1919), French painter. An early impressionist, he developed a style characterized by light, fresh colors and indistinct, subtle outlines. In his later work he concentrated on the human, especially female, form. Notable works: 
Le Moulin de la galette

 (1876) and 
The Judgment of Paris

 (
c.

 1914).









renominate

 
/ˌrēˈnäməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
nominate (someone) for a further term of office.








II.
 
derivatives





renomination






noun





















renormalization

 
/ˌrēˌnôrməliˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a method used in quantum mechanics in which unwanted infinities are removed from the solutions of equations by redefining parameters such as the mass and charge of subatomic particles.








II.
 
derivatives





renormalize

 
/rēˈnôməˌlīz /






verb






















renounce

 
/rəˈnouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
formally declare one's abandonment of (a claim, right, or possession)




•
 
Isabella offered to renounce her son's claim to the French crown.










2.
 
refuse to recognize or abide by any longer




•
 
these agreements were renounced after the fall of the czarist regime.










3.
 
declare that one will no longer engage in or support




•
 
they renounced the armed struggle.










4.
 
reject and stop using or consuming




•
 
he renounced drugs and alcohol completely.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 refuse or resign a right or position, especially one as an heir or trustee




•
 
there will be forms enabling the allottee to renounce.














II.
 
phrases





renounce the world






completely withdraw from society or material affairs in order to lead a life considered to be more spiritually fulfilling.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
renounceable






adjective













2.
 
renouncement

 
/rəˈnounsmənt /






noun













3.
 
renouncer

 
/rəˈnounsər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
renoncer

 , from Latin 
renuntiare

 ‘protest against,’ from 
re-

 (expressing reversal) + 
nuntiare

 ‘announce.’





renovate

 
/ˈrenəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (something old, especially a building) to a good state of repair




•
 
the old school has been tastefully renovated as a private house.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 refresh; reinvigorate




•
 
a little warm nourishment renovated him for a short time.














II.
 
derivatives





renovator

 
/ˈrenəˌvādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
renovat-

 ‘made new again,’ from the verb 
renovare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
novus

 ‘new.’





renovation

 
/ˌrenəˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of renovating a building




•
 
this property is in need of complete renovation




•
 
older churches underwent major renovations.



















renown

 
/rəˈnoun/





I.
 
noun




the condition of being known or talked about by many people; fame




•
 
authors of great renown.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
renoun

 , from Old French 
renomer

 ‘make famous,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
nomer

 ‘to name,’ from Latin 
nominare

 .





renowned

 
/rəˈnound/






adjective




known or talked about by many people; famous




•
 
a restaurant 
renowned for

 its Southwestern-style food.




















rent1


 
/rent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tenant's regular payment to a landlord for the use of property or land.




2.
 
a sum paid for the hire of equipment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay someone for the use of (something, typically property, land, or a car)




•
 
they rented a house together in Spain




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rented

 )
 
a rented apartment.










2.
 
(of an owner) let someone use (something) in return for payment




•
 
he purchased a large tract of land and 
rented out

 most of it to local farmers.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 be let or hired out at a specified rate




•
 
skis or snowboards 
rent for

 $60–80 for six days.














III.
 
phrases





for rent






available to be rented.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rente

 , from a root shared by render
 .





rent2


 
/rent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large tear in a piece of fabric.




2.
 
an opening or gap resembling a tear in a piece of fabric




•
 
they stared at the rents in the clouds.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete 
rent

 ‘pull to pieces, lacerate,’ variant of rend
 .





rent3


 
/rent/






past and past participle of rend
 .









rent-a-






combining form



1.
 
denoting availability for hire of a specified thing




•
 
rent-a-car




•
 
rent-a-tent.










2.
 


‹often humorous›

 existing in violation of the real thing; not genuine




•
 
rent-a-friend




•
 
rent-a-mob.



















rentable

 
/ˈren(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




available or suitable for renting




•
 
rentable office space.














II.
 
derivatives





rentability

 
/ˌrentəˈbilətē /






noun





















rental

 
/ˈren(t)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount paid or received as rent.




2.
 
the action of renting something




•
 
the office was 
on

 weekly 
rental

 .










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a rented house or car.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or available for rent




•
 
rental properties.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, or from Anglo-Latin 
rentale

 , from Old French 
rente

 (see rent
 1
 ).





rental library






noun






(US)

 a library that rents books and other material for a fee.













rent control






noun




government control and regulation of the amounts charged for rented housing.













renter

 
/ˈren(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a person who rents an apartment, a car, or other object.




2.
 


(US)

 a rented car or videocassette.













rent-free

 
/ˈˌrent ˈˌfrē/






adjective, adverb




with exemption from rent


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
rent-free periods




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
you could live in the cottage rent-free.



















rentier

 
/ˌränˈtyā/





I.
 
noun




a person living on income from property or investments.











– origin

 French, from 
rente

 ‘dividend.’





Renton

 
/ˈrentn/






a city in west central Washington, southeast of Seattle, on Lake Washington; pop. 62,266 (est. 2008).









rent party






noun






(US)

 a party held to raise money to pay rent by charging guests for attendance.













rents

 
/rents /

 
'rents





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 a person's parents




•
 
are your rents still in town?




•
 
the 'rents will be home soon.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





rent-seeking

 

‹Economics›






I.
 
noun




the fact or practice of manipulating public policy or economic conditions as a strategy for increasing profits




•
 
cronyism and rent-seeking have become an integral part of the way our biggest companies do business.














II.
 
adjective




engaging in or involving the manipulation of public policy or economic conditions as a strategy for increasing profits




•
 
rent-seeking lobbyists.



















renumber

 
/ˌrēˈnəmbər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the number or numbers assigned to (something).













renunciation

 
/rəˌnənsēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the formal rejection of something, typically a belief, claim, or course of action




•
 
entry into the priesthood requires renunciation of marriage




•
 
a renunciation of violence.










2.
 


[Law]

 a document expressing renunciation.








II.
 
derivatives





renunciant

 
/riˈnənsēənt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
renuntiatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
renuntiare

 ‘protest against’ (see renounce
 ).





renvers

 
/renˈvərs, räNˈver /

 
renverse





I.
 
noun




a movement performed in dressage, in which the horse moves parallel to the side of the arena, with its hindquarters carried closer to the wall than its shoulders and its body curved away from the center.











– origin

 French.





reoccupy

 
/ˌrēˈäkyəˌpī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occupy (a place or position) again




•
 
repairs will be required before tenants reoccupy the building.














II.
 
derivatives





reoccupation

 
/ˌrēˌäkyəˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun





















reoccur

 
/ˌrēəˈkər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur again or repeatedly




•
 
ulcers tend to reoccur after treatment has stopped.














II.
 
derivatives





reoccurrence

 
/ˌrēəˈkər(ə)ns /






noun





















reoffend

 
/ˌrēəˈfend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
commit a further offense




•
 
people who reoffend while on bail.














II.
 
derivatives





reoffender

 
/ˌrēəˈfendər /






noun





















reopen

 
/ˌrēˈōp(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
open again




•
 
after being renovated the house was reopened to the public




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the trial reopens on March 6th.



















reorder

 
/rēˈôrdər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
request (something) to be made, supplied, or served again




•
 
the most popular toys will be reordered immediately.










2.
 
arrange (something) again




•
 
he fixed his bed and reordered his books.














II.
 
noun




a renewed or repeated order for goods.













reorg

 
/ˈrēˌôrɡ, rēˈôrɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a reorganization.








II.
 
verb




reorganize


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it reorgs buildings




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company loves to reorg.



















reorganization

 
/ˌrēˌôrɡ(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌrēˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or process of changing the way in which something is organized




•
 
the fundamental reorganization of society along socialist lines




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
many firms are facing massive reorganizations.



















reorganize

 
/rēˈôrɡəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the way in which (something) is organized




•
 
we have to reorganize the entire workload




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the company reorganized into fewer key areas.














II.
 
derivatives





reorganizer






noun





















reorient

 
/ˌrēˈôrēənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the focus or direction of




•
 
the country began reorienting its economic and social policies in 1988.










2.
 
(
reorient oneself

 )
 — find one's position again in relation to one's surroundings




•
 
slowly they advanced, stopping every so often and then reorienting themselves.














II.
 
derivatives





reorientate

 
/ˌrēˈôrēənˌtāt /






verb





















reorientation

 
/ˌrēˌôrēənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of changing the focus or direction of something




•
 
the only solution is the reorientation of our defense policy




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
earth observations required a reorientation of Skylab from its sun-observing position.










2.
 
familiarization with something again




•
 
patients require frequent reorientation and constant reassurance.



















reovirus

 
/ˈrēəvīrəs/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of RNA viruses that are sometimes associated with respiratory and enteric infection.











– origin

 1950s: from the initial letters of 
respiratory

 , 
enteric

 , and 
orphan

 (referring to a virus not identified with a particular disease) + virus
 .





rep1


 
/rep /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a representative




•
 
a union rep.










2.
 
a sales representative.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a sales representative for a company or product




•
 
at eighteen she was working for her dad, repping on the road.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





rep2


 
/rep/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 repertory




•
 
once, when I was in rep, I learned the part of Iago in three days.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a repertory theater or company.











– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





rep3


 
/rep /

 
repp





I.
 
noun




a fabric with a ribbed surface, used in curtains and upholstery.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
reps

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





rep4


 
/rep/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for reputation
 :




•
 
I don't know why caffeine's suddenly got such a bad rep.




















rep5


 
/rep/





I.
 
noun




(in bodybuilding) a repetition of a set of exercises.

Compare with set
 2
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in knitting patterns) repeat (stitches or part of a design)




•
 
rep the last row.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





Rep.

 
//






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the US Congress) Representative.




2.
 
Republic.




3.
 


(US)

 a Republican.













repack

 
/ˌrēˈpak/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pack (a suitcase or bag) again.




2.
 
pack (objects) differently in a container.













repackage

 
/rēˈpakij/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
package again or differently




•
 
excess stock may be given to charities or repackaged.










2.
 
present in a new way




•
 
the commission has repackaged its ideas.



















repackaging

 
/rēˈpakijiNG/






noun



1.
 
the process of packaging goods again or differently




•
 
the repackaging of the juice brand was well received.










2.
 
the presentation of a person or thing in a new way




•
 
constant reworking and repackaging of ideas.



















repaginate

 
/ˌrēˈpajəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renumber the pages of (a book, magazine, or other document).








II.
 
derivatives





repagination






noun





















repaid

 
/rəˈpād/






past and past participle of repay
 .









repaint

 
/ˌrēˈpānt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with a new coat of paint.








II.
 
noun




[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of painting something again.














repair1


 
/rəˈper/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix or mend (a thing suffering from damage or a fault)




•
 
faulty electrical appliances should be repaired by an electrician.










2.
 
make good (such damage) by fixing or repairing it




•
 
an operation to repair damage to his neck.










3.
 
put right (a damaged relationship or unwelcome situation)




•
 
the new government moved quickly to repair relations with the USA.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of fixing or mending something




•
 
the truck was 
beyond repair






•
 
the abandoned house they bought needs repairs.










2.
 
a result of fixing or mending




•
 
a coat of French polish was brushed over the repair.










3.
 
the relative physical condition of an object




•
 
the existing hospital is in a bad 
state of repair

 .














III.
 
derivatives





repairer

 
/rəˈperər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reparer

 , from Latin 
reparare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
parare

 ‘make ready.’





repair2


 
/rəˈper/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
repair to

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 go to (a place), especially in company




•
 
we repaired to the tranquility of a nearby cafe.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 frequent or habitual visiting of a place




•
 
she exhorted repair to the church.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a place that is frequently visited or occupied




•
 
the repairs of wild beasts.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
repairer

 , from late Latin 
repatriare

 ‘return to one's country’ (see repatriate
 ).





repairable

 
/rəˈperəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of something damaged or faulty) able to be restored to a good condition




•
 
a damaged car chassis is usually not repairable.










2.
 
(of an unwelcome situation) able to be put right




•
 
the bad characters in the novels are mostly forgivable and the harm they do usually repairable.














II.
 
derivatives





repairability






noun





















repairman

 
/rəˈperˌman rəˈperˌmən/






noun




a person who repairs vehicles, machinery, or appliances.













repaper

 
/rēˈpāpər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply new wallpaper to (a wall or room).














reparable

 
/ˈrep(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an injury or loss) possible to rectify or repair.








II.
 
derivatives





reparability

 
/rep(ə)rəˈbilitē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
réparable

 , from Latin 
reparabilis

 , from 
reparare

 ‘make ready again’ (see repair
 1
 ).





reparation

 
/ˌrepəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the making of amends for a wrong one has done, by paying money to or otherwise helping those who have been wronged




•
 
the courts required a convicted offender to 
make

 financial 
reparation to

 his victim.










2.
 
(
reparations

 )
 — the compensation for war damage paid by a defeated state.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of repairing something




•
 
the old hall was pulled down to avoid the cost of reparation.














II.
 
derivatives





reparative

 
/rəˈperədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
reparatio(n-)

 , from 
reparare

 ‘make ready again’ (see repair
 1
 ).





reparative therapy






noun




psychotherapy aimed at changing a person's homosexuality and based on the view that homosexuality is a mental disorder.













repartee

 
/ˌrepərˈtē ˌrepˌärˈtē ˌrepˌärˈtā/





I.
 
noun




conversation or speech characterized by quick, witty comments or replies.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
repartie

 ‘replied promptly,’ feminine past participle of 
repartir

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
partir

 ‘divide, depart.’





repartition

 
/ˌrēpärˈtiSH(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something) up, or partition or divide (something) again.













repass

 
/ˌrēˈpas/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
pass again, especially on the way back.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass (legislation) in an amended form or under changed conditions




•
 
Congress repassed the statute with the added interstate commerce clause.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
repasser

 .





repast

 
/rəˈpast rēˈpast/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a meal




•
 
a sumptuous repast.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, based on late Latin 
repascere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
pascere

 ‘to feed.’






repatriate

 
/rēˈpātrēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone) back to their own country




•
 
the United Nations hopes to repatriate all the refugees.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — return to one's own country




•
 
the majority came to America as migrant workers who intended to repatriate to Hungary.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send or bring (something, especially money) back to one's own country




•
 
foreign firms would be permitted to repatriate all profits.














II.
 
noun




a person who has been repatriated.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier (late 16th cent.) as 
repatriation

 ): from late Latin 
repatriat-

 ‘returned to one's country,’ from the verb 
repatriare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + Latin 
patria

 ‘native land.’





repatriation

 
/rēˌpātrēˈāSH(ə)n rēˌpatrēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the return of someone to their own country




•
 
the voluntary repatriation of refugees




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
one of the largest repatriations the world has ever seen.










2.
 
the sending of money back to one's own country




•
 
the repatriation of profits by foreign investors.




















repay

 
/rəˈpā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay back (a loan, debt, or sum of money)




•
 
the loans were to be repaid over a 20-year period.










2.
 
pay back money borrowed from (someone)




•
 
most of his fortune had been spent repaying creditors.










3.
 
do or give something as recompense for (a favor or kindness received)




•
 
the manager has given me another chance and I'm desperate to repay that faith.














II.
 
derivatives





repayable

 
/rəˈpāəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
repaier

 .





repayment

 
/rēˈpāmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of paying back a loan.




2.
 
an amount of money paid back




•
 
minimum monthly repayments.



















repeal

 
/rəˈpēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revoke or annul (a law or congressional act)




•
 
the legislation was repealed five months later.














II.
 
noun




the action of revoking or annulling a law or congressional act




•
 
the House voted in favor of repeal.














III.
 
derivatives





repealable

 
/rəˈpēləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
repeler

 , from Old French 
re-

 (expressing reversal) + 
apeler

 ‘to call, appeal.’






repeat

 
/rəˈpēt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say again something one has already said


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Are you hurt?” he repeated




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Billy repeated his question




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the landlady repeated that she was being very lenient with him.










2.
 
say again (something said or written by someone else)




•
 
he repeated the words after me




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she repeated what I'd said.










3.
 
(
repeat oneself

 )
 — say or do the same thing again.




4.
 
used for emphasis




•
 
force was not—repeat, not—to be used.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — do (something) again, either once or a number of times




•
 
earlier experiments were to be repeated on a far larger scale.










6.
 
broadcast (a television or radio program) again.




7.
 
undertake (a course or period of instruction) again




•
 
Mark had to repeat first and second grades.










8.
 
(
repeat itself

 )
 — occur again in the same way or form




•
 
I don't intend to let history repeat itself.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 illegally vote more than once in an election.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 attain a particular success or achievement again, especially by winning a championship for the second consecutive time




•
 
the first team in nineteen years to repeat as NBA champions.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a watch or clock) strike (the last hour or quarter) over again when required.




12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be tasted intermittently for some time after being swallowed as a result of belching or indigestion




•
 
it sat rather uncomfortably on my stomach and 
repeated on

 me for hours.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an action, event, or other thing that occurs or is done again




•
 
the final will be a repeat of last year.










2.
 
a repeated broadcast of a television or radio program.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — occurring, done, or used more than once




•
 
a repeat prescription.










4.
 
a consignment of goods similar to one already received.




5.
 
a decorative pattern that is repeated uniformly over a surface.




6.
 


[Music]

 a passage intended to be repeated.




7.
 
a mark indicating this.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
repeter

 , from Latin 
repetere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
petere

 ‘seek.’





repeatable

 
/rəˈpēdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be done again




•
 
repeatable experiments under laboratory conditions




•
 
an easily repeatable routine.










2.
 
suitable to be said again




•
 
some of the words he's known to use are not repeatable on TV.














II.
 
derivatives





repeatability

 
/rəˌpēdəˈbilədē /






noun





















repeated

 
/rəˈpēdəd/






adjective




done or occurring again several times in the same way




•
 
there were repeated attempts to negotiate




•
 
despite repeated requests, neither company gave a satisfactory answer.



















repeatedly

 
/rəˈpēdədlē/






adverb




over and over again; constantly




•
 
they have been warned repeatedly with no effect.



















repeater

 
/rəˈpēdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that repeats something, in particular




2.
 
a firearm that fires several shots without reloading.




3.
 
a watch or clock that can be made to repeat its last strike.




4.
 
a device for the automatic retransmission or amplification of an electrically transmitted message.













repeating

 
/rəˈpēdiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a firearm) capable of firing several shots in succession without reloading.




2.
 
(of a pattern) recurring uniformly over a surface.













repeating decimal






noun




a decimal fraction in which a figure or group of figures is repeated indefinitely, as in 
0.666…

 or as in 
1.851851851…

 .













repêchage

 
/ˌrepəˈSHäZH/





I.
 
noun




(in rowing and other sports) a contest in which the best-placed of those who failed to win heats compete for a place in the final.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from 
repêcher

 ‘fish out, rescue.’






repel

 
/rəˈpel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive or force (an attack or attacker) back or away




•
 
government units sought to repel the rebels.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a magnetic pole or electric field) force (something similarly magnetized or charged) away from itself




•
 
electrically charged objects attract or repel one another




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
like poles repel and unlike poles attract.










3.
 
(of a substance) resist mixing with or be impervious to (another substance)




•
 
boots with good-quality leather uppers to repel moisture.










4.
 
be repulsive or distasteful to




•
 
she was repelled by the permanent smell of drink on his breath.










5.
 


‹formal›

 refuse to accept (something, especially an argument or theory)




•
 
the alleged right of lien led by the bankrupt's attorney was repelled.














II.
 
derivatives





repeller






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
repellere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
pellere

 ‘to drive.’





repellent

 
/rəˈpelənt /

 
repellant





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — able to repel a particular thing; impervious to a particular substance




•
 
water-repellent nylon.










2.
 
causing disgust or distaste




•
 
the idea was slightly 
repellent to

 her.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that deters insects or other pests from approaching or settling




•
 
a flea repellent.










2.
 
a substance used to treat something, especially fabric or stone, so as to make it impervious to water




•
 
treat brick with a silicone water repellent.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
repellence






noun













2.
 
repellency






noun













3.
 
repellently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
repellent-

 ‘driving back,’ from the verb 
repellere

 (see repel
 ).





repent

 
/rəˈpent/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express sincere regret or remorse about one's wrongdoing or sin




•
 
the priest urged his listeners to repent




•
 
he 
repented of

 his action.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — view or think of (an action or omission) with deep regret or remorse




•
 
Marian came to repent her hasty judgment.










3.
 
(
repent oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 feel regret or penitence about




•
 
I repent me of all I did.














II.
 
derivatives





repenter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
repentir

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
pentir

 (based on Latin 
paenitere

 ‘cause to repent’).





repentance

 
/rəˈpentəns/






noun




the action of repenting; sincere regret or remorse




•
 
each person who turns to God in genuine repentance and faith will be saved.



















repentant

 
/rəˈpent(ə)nt/






adjective




expressing or feeling sincere regret and remorse; remorseful




•
 
he is truly repentant for his incredible naivety and stupidity.



















repeople

 
/rēˈpēpəl, ˈrē-/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repopulate (a place).













repercussion

 
/ˌrēpərˈkəSHən ˌrepərˈkəSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
repercussions

 )
 — an unintended consequence occurring some time after an event or action, especially an unwelcome one




•
 
the move would have grave repercussions for the entire region.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the recoil of something after impact.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 an echo or reverberation.








II.
 
derivatives





repercussive

 
/ˌrēpərˈkəsiv ˌrepərˈkəsiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a medical term meaning ‘repressing of infection’): from Old French, or from Latin 
repercussio(n-)

 , from 
repercutere

 ‘cause to rebound, push back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
percutere

 ‘to strike.’ The early sense ‘driving back, rebounding’ (mid 16th cent.) gave rise later to ‘blow given in return,’ hence 
sense

 1 (early 20th cent).





reperfusion

 
/rēpərˈfyo͞oZHən/






noun






[Medicine]

 the action of restoring the flow of blood to an organ or tissue, typically after a heart attack or stroke.














repertoire

 
/ˈrepə(r)ˌtwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stock of plays, dances, or pieces that a company or a performer knows or is prepared to perform.




2.
 
the whole body of items that are regularly performed




•
 
the mainstream concert repertoire.










3.
 
a stock of skills or types of behavior that a person habitually uses




•
 
his repertoire of threats, stares, and denigratory gestures.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
répertoire

 , from late Latin 
repertorium

 (see repertory
 ).






repertory

 
/ˈrepə(r)ˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the performance of various plays, operas, or ballets by a company at regular short intervals


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a repertory actor.










2.
 
repertory theaters regarded collectively.




3.
 
a repertory company.




4.
 
another term for repertoire
 .




5.
 
a repository or collection, especially of information or retrievable examples.








II.
 
derivatives





repertorial

 
/ˌrepə(r)ˈtôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an index or catalog): from late Latin 
repertorium

 , from Latin 
repert-

 ‘found, discovered,’ from the verb 
reperire

 . Sense 1 (arising from the fact that a company has a “repertory” of pieces for performance) dates from the late 19th cent.





repertory company

 
/ˈrepə(r)ˌtôrē ˌkəmp(ə)nē/






noun




a theatrical company that performs works from its repertoire for regular, short periods of time, moving on from one work to another.













repetend

 
/ˈrepəˌtend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the repeating figure or figures of a recurring decimal fraction.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
‹formal›

 a recurring word or phrase; a refrain.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
repetendum

 ‘something to be repeated,’ neuter gerundive of 
repetere

 (see repeat
 ).





répétiteur

 
/rəˌpedēˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a tutor or coach of ballet dancers or musicians, especially opera singers.











– origin

 French.





repetition

 
/ˌrepəˈtiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of repeating something that has already been said or written




•
 
her comments are worthy of repetition




•
 
a repetition of his reply to the delegation.










2.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — the recurrence of an action or event




•
 
there was to be no repetition of the interwar years




•
 
I didn't want a repetition of the scene in my office that morning.










3.
 
a thing repeated




•
 
the geometric repetitions of Islamic art.










4.
 
a training exercise that is repeated, especially a series of repeated raisings and lowerings of the weight in weight training.




5.
 


[Music]

 the repeating of a passage or note.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a piece set by a teacher to be learned by heart and recited.








II.
 
derivatives





repetitional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
repeticion

 or Latin 
repetitio(n-)

 , from 
repetere

 (see repeat
 ).





repetitious

 
/ˌrepəˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




another term for repetitive
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
repetitiously






adverb













2.
 
repetitiousness






noun






















repetitive

 
/rəˈpedədiv/





I.
 
adjective




containing or characterized by repetition, especially when unnecessary or tiresome




•
 
a repetitive task.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
repetitively

 
/rəˈpedədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
repetitiveness

 
/rəˈpedədivnis rēˈpedədivnis /






noun





















repetitive motion disorder






noun




work-related physical symptoms caused by excessive and repeated use of the upper extremities, especially when typing on a computer keyboard. Also called 
repetitive injury

 .













repetitive strain injury

 
RSI






noun




a condition in which the prolonged performance of repetitive actions, typically with the hands, causes pain or impairment of function in the tendons and muscles involved.













rephrase

 
/rēˈfrāz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express (an idea or question) in an alternative way, especially with the purpose of changing the detail or perspective of the original idea or question




•
 
rephrase the statement so that it is clear.



















repine

 
/rəˈpīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 feel or express discontent; fret




•
 
you mustn't let yourself repine.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from re-
 ‘again’ + the verb pine
 2
 , on the pattern of 
repent

 .





replace

 
/rəˈplās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take the place of




•
 
Ian's smile was replaced by a frown.










2.
 
provide or find a substitute for (something that is broken, old, or inoperative)




•
 
the light bulb needs replacing.










3.
 
fill the role of (someone or something) with a substitute




•
 
the government dismissed 3,000 of its customs inspectors, replacing them with new recruits.










4.
 
put (something) back in a previous place or position




•
 
he drained his glass and replaced it on the bar.














II.
 
derivatives





replacer






noun





















replaceable

 
/rəˈplāsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be replaced




•
 
a knife with a replaceable blade.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting those hydrogen atoms in an acid that can be displaced by metal atoms when forming salts.








II.
 
derivatives





replaceability

 
/-ˌplāsəˈbilətē /






noun





















replacement

 
/rəˈplāsmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of replacing someone or something




•
 
the replacement of religion by poetry




•
 
a hip replacement.










2.
 
a person or thing that takes the place of another.













replacement therapy






noun






[Medicine]

 treatment aimed at making up a deficit of a substance normally present in the body.













replan

 
/ˌrēˈplan/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plan (something, especially the layout of buildings or cities) differently or again.













replant

 
/rēˈplant/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plant (a tree or plant that has been dug up) again, especially when transferring it to a larger pot or new site.




2.
 
provide (an area) with new plants or trees




•
 
38 percent of ancient woodland has been replanted with conifers.










3.
 
surgically reattach to the body (a part that has been removed or severed).













replantation

 
/ˌrēˌplanˈtāSHən/






noun




permanent reattachment to the body of a part that has been removed or severed




•
 
successful replantation of the tooth.



















replay





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈplā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play back (a recording on tape, video, or film)




•
 
he could stop the tape and replay it whenever he wished.










2.
 
repeat (something, especially an event or sequence of events)




•
 
she replayed in her mind every detail of the night before.










3.
 
play (a match) again to decide a winner after the original encounter ended in a draw or contentious result.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌplā /



1.
 
the playing again of a section of a recording, especially so as to be able to watch an incident more closely




•
 
clouds can be studied in speeded-up replay




•
 
the umpire studied TV replays.










2.
 
an occurrence that closely follows the pattern of a previous event




•
 
a replay of last summer's civil disturbance.










3.
 
a replayed match.













replenish

 
/rəˈpleniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (something) up again




•
 
he replenished Justin's glass with mineral water.










2.
 
restore (a stock or supply of something) to the former level or condition




•
 
all creatures need sleep to replenish their energies.














II.
 
derivatives





replenisher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘supply abundantly’): from Old French 
repleniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
replenir

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ (also expressing intensive force) + 
plenir

 ‘fill’ (from Latin 
plenus

 ‘full’).





replenishment

 
/rəˈpleniSHmənt/






noun




restoration of a stock or supply to a former level or condition




•
 
a target for replenishment of depleted fish stocks.



















replete

 
/rəˈplēt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
filled or well-supplied with something




•
 
sensational popular fiction, 
replete with

 adultery and sudden death.










2.
 
very full of or sated by food




•
 
I went out into the sun-drenched streets again, replete and relaxed.














II.
 
derivatives





repletion

 
/rəˈplēSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
replet(e

 ) or Latin 
repletus

 ‘filled up,’ past participle of 
replere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
plere

 ‘fill.’





replevin

 
/rəˈplevən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a procedure whereby seized goods may be provisionally restored to their owner pending the outcome of an action to determine the rights of the parties concerned.




2.
 


[Law]

 an action arising from a replevin.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
replevir

 ‘recover’ (see replevy
 ).






replevy

 
/rəˈplevē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 recover (seized goods) by replevin.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
replevir

 ‘recover’; apparently related to pledge
 .






replica

 
/ˈrepləkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exact copy or model of something, especially one on a smaller scale




•
 
a replica of the Empire State Building.










2.
 
a duplicate of an original artistic work.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a musical term in the sense ‘a repeat’): from Italian, from 
replicare

 ‘to reply.’





replicant

 
/ˈreplikənt/





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) a genetically engineered or artificial being created as an exact replica of a particular human being.











– origin

 from replica
 + -ant
 : first used in the movie 
Blade Runner

 (1982).





replicase

 
/ˈrepliˌkās, -ˌkāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the synthesis of a complementary RNA molecule using an RNA template.











– origin

 1960s: from the verb replicate
 + -ase
 .






replicate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈrepləˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an exact copy of; reproduce




•
 
it might be impractical to replicate eastern culture in the west.










2.
 
(
replicate itself

 )
 — (of genetic material or a living organism) reproduce or give rise to a copy of itself




•
 
interleukin-16 prevents the virus from replicating itself




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an enzyme that HIV needs in order to replicate.










3.
 
repeat (a scientific experiment or trial) to obtain a consistent result




•
 
these findings have been replicated by Atwood and Jackson.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈreplikət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of the nature of a copy




•
 
a replicate Earth.










2.
 
of the nature of a repetition of a scientific experiment or trial




•
 
the variation of replicate measurements.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈreplikət /



1.
 
a close or exact copy; a replica.




2.
 
a repetition of an experimental test or procedure.




3.
 


[Music]

 a tone one or more octaves above or below the given tone.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
replicability

 
/ˌreplikəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
replicable

 
/ˈreplikəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘repeat’): from Latin 
replicat-

 , from the verb 
replicare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back, again’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’ The current senses date from the late 19th cent.






replication

 
/ˌrepləˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of copying or reproducing something.




2.
 
a copy




•
 
a twentieth-century building would be cheaper than a replication of what was there before.










3.
 
the repetition of a scientific experiment or trial to obtain a consistent result.




4.
 
the process by which genetic material or a living organism gives rise to a copy of itself




•
 
HIV replication




•
 
a crucial step in cold virus replications.










5.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 a plaintiff's reply to the defendant's plea.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
replicacion

 , from Latin 
replicatio(n-)

 , from 
replicare

 ‘fold back, repeat,’ later ‘make a reply’ (see replicate
 ).





replicative

 
/ˈrepliˌkādiv/






adjective






[Biology]

 relating to or involving the replication of genetic material or living organisms.













replicator

 
/ˈrepləˌkādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that replicates or copies something.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a structural gene at which replication of a specific replicon is believed to be initiated.













replicon

 
/ˈrepləkän/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a nucleic acid molecule, or part of one, that replicates as a unit, beginning at a specific site within it.











– origin

 1960s: from replication
 + -on
 .





reply

 
/rəˈplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something in response to something someone has said


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he was gone before we could 
reply to

 his last remark




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she replied that she had been sound asleep




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I'm OK—just leave me alone,” he replied.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — write back to someone one has received a letter or email from




•
 
she replied with a long letter the next day.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — respond by a similar action or gesture




•
 
they 
replied to

 the shelling with a heavy mortar attack on the area.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a verbal or written answer




•
 
I received a reply from the firm's managing director




•
 
“No,” was the curt reply.










2.
 
the action of answering someone or something




•
 
I am writing 
in reply to

 your letter of June 1.










3.
 
a response in the form of a gesture, action, or expression




•
 
we scored the first goal and they hit a late reply.










4.
 


[Law]

 a plaintiff's response to the defendant's plea.








III.
 
derivatives





replier






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
replier

 , from Latin 
replicare

 ‘repeat,’ later ‘make a reply’ (see replicate
 ).





repo

 
/ˈrēpō /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for repurchase agreement
 .




2.
 
a car or other item that has been repossessed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repossess (a car or other item) when a buyer defaults on payments.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation. The verb dates from the 1970s.





repoint

 
/rēˈpoint/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill in or repair the joints of (brickwork).













repo man






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a repossessor.













repopulate

 
/rēˈpäpyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce a population into (a previously occupied area or country)




•
 
the area was repopulated largely by Russians.














II.
 
derivatives





repopulation

 
/ˌrēˌpäpyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun






















report

 
/rəˈpôrt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — give a spoken or written account of something that one has observed, heard, done, or investigated


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the representative reported a decline in milk and meat production




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
police reported that the flood waters were abating




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the teacher should 
report on

 the child's progress.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cover an event or subject as a journalist or a reporter




•
 
the press 
reported on

 Republican sex scandals




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the Egyptian news agency reported that a coup attempt had taken place




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the paper reported a secret program by the country to build nuclear warheads.










3.
 
(
be reported

 )
 — used to indicate that something has been stated, although one cannot confirm its accuracy


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
these hoaxers are reported to be hacking into airline frequencies to impersonate air traffic controllers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reported

 )
 
a reported $50,000 in debt.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a formal statement or complaint about (someone or something) to the necessary authority




•
 
undisclosed illegalities are 
reported to

 the company's directors




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
eight horses have been reported missing in the last month.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a legislative committee) formally announce that the committee has dealt with (a bill)




•
 
the chairman shall report the bill to the House.







See also report a bill out
 below.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — present oneself formally as having arrived at a particular place or as ready to do something




•
 
he was given three days to say goodbye to his family and 
report for

 active duty.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
report to

 )
 — be responsible to (a superior or supervisor)




•
 
the appointee will 
report to

 the chairman of the committee.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an account given of a particular matter, especially in the form of an official document, after thorough investigation or consideration by an appointed person or body




•
 
the chairman's annual report.










2.
 
a spoken or written description of an event or situation, especially one intended for publication or broadcast in the media




•
 
press reports suggested that the government was still using secret police to help maintain public order.










3.
 
a teacher's written assessment of a student's work, progress, and conduct, issued at the end of a term or academic year.




4.
 


[Law]

 a detailed formal account of a case heard in a court, giving the main points in the judgment, especially as prepared for publication.




5.
 
a piece of information that is unsupported by firm evidence and that the speaker feels may or may not be true




•
 
reports were circulating that the chairman was about to resign.










6.
 


‹dated›

 rumor




•
 


report has it

 that the beetles have now virtually disappeared.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 the way in which someone or something is regarded; reputation




•
 
whatsoever things are lovely and of 
good report

 .










8.
 
a sudden loud noise of or like an explosion or gunfire.




9.
 
an employee who is supervised by another employee




•
 
all of his reports are twenty-somethings with no concept of proper attire for work.














III.
 
phrases





on report






(especially of a prisoner or member of the armed forces) on a disciplinary charge.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
report back (or report something back)





a.
 
deliver a spoken or written account of something one has been asked to do or investigate




•
 
the deadpan voice of a police officer 
reporting back to

 his superior




•
 
every movement I made was reported back to him.










b.
 
return to work or duty after a period of absence.









2.
 
report a bill out








(US)

 (of a committee of Congress) return a bill to the legislative body for action.












V.
 
derivatives





reportable

 
/rəˈpôrdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reporter

 (verb), 
report

 (noun), from Latin 
reportare

 ‘bring back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
portare

 ‘carry.’ The sense ‘give an account’ gave rise to ‘submit a formal report,’ hence ‘inform an authority of one's presence’ (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb, mid 19th cent.) and ‘be accountable (to a superior)’ (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb, late 19th cent).





reportage

 
/rəˈpôrdij ˌrepôrˈtäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the reporting of news, for the press and the broadcast media




•
 
extensive reportage of elections.










2.
 
factual presentation in a book or other text, especially when this adopts a journalistic style.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, from Old French 
reporter

 ‘carry back’ (see report
 ).





report card

 
/rəˈpôrt rēˈpôrt kärd/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a teacher's written assessment of a student's work, progress, and conduct, sent home to a parent or guardian.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an evaluation of performance




•
 
Democrat legislators fared poorly in a recent report card.



















reportedly

 
/rəˈpôrdədlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
according to what some say (used to express the speaker's belief that the information given is not necessarily true)




•
 
he was in El Salvador, reportedly on his way to Texas.




















reported speech






noun




a speaker's words reported in subordinate clauses governed by a reporting verb, with the required changes of person and tense (e.g., 
he said that he would go

 , based on 
I will go

 ).














reporter

 
/rəˈpôrdər/






noun




a person who reports, especially one employed to report news or conduct interviews for newspapers or broadcasts.













reporting company






noun






(US)

 a company that issues publicly traded securities and is therefore subject to certain requirements about publicly reporting its earnings and other business information




•
 
reporting companies must carefully evaluate disclosure rules against company operations.



















reporting verb






noun




a verb belonging to a class of verbs conveying the action of speaking and used with both direct and reported speech. Reporting verbs may also be used with a direct object and with an infinitive construction.













reportorial

 
/ˌrepərˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 of or characteristic of newspaper reporters




•
 
reportorial ambition and curiosity.














II.
 
derivatives





reportorially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from reporter
 , on the pattern of 
editorial

 .





reposado

 
/ˌrepəˈsädō/





I.
 
noun




a type of tequila that has been aged in oak for a period of two to twelve months.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘rested.’





repose1


 
/rəˈpōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of rest, sleep, or tranquility




•
 


in repose

 her face looked relaxed.










2.
 
composure




•
 
he had lost none of his grace or his repose.










3.
 


[Art]

 harmonious arrangement of colors and forms, providing a restful visual effect.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be lying, situated, or kept in a particular place




•
 
the diamond now reposes in the Louvre.










2.
 
lie down in rest




•
 
how sweetly he would repose in the four-poster bed.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
repose something on/in

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 lay something to rest in or on (something)




•
 
I'll go to him, and repose our distresses on his friendly bosom.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 give rest to




•
 
he halted to repose his wayworn soldiers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reposeful

 
/rəˈpōzf(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
reposefully

 
/-fəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
repos

 (noun), 
reposer

 (verb), from late Latin 
repausare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
pausare

 ‘to pause.’






repose2


 
/rəˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
repose something in

 )


1.
 
place something, especially one's confidence or trust, in




•
 
we have never betrayed the trust that you have reposed in us.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘put back in the same position’): from re-
 ‘again’ + the verb pose
 1
 , suggested by Latin 
reponere

 ‘replace,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
ponere

 ‘to place.’





reposition

 
/ˌrēpəˈziSHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place in a different position; adjust or alter the position of




•
 
try repositioning the thermostat in another room.










2.
 
change the image of (a company, product, etc.) to target a new or wider market




•
 
our assignment was to reposition coffee from a “rite of passage” drink to a “contemporary experience.”



















repository

 
/rəˈpäzəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place, building, or receptacle where things are or may be stored




•
 
a deep repository for nuclear waste.










2.
 
a place in which something, especially a natural resource, has accumulated or where it is found in significant quantities




•
 
accessible repositories of water.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a central location in which data is stored and managed




•
 
the metadata will be aggregated in a repository.










4.
 
a person or thing regarded as a store of information or in which something abstract is held to exist or be found




•
 
his mind was a rich repository of the past.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
repositoire

 or Latin 
repositorium

 , from 
reposit-

 ‘placed back,’ from the verb 
reponere

 (see repose
 2
 ).





repossess

 
/ˌrēpəˈzes/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
retake possession of (something) when a buyer defaults on payments




•
 
565 homes were repossessed for nonpayment of mortgages.



















repossession

 
/ˌrēpəˈzeSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of retaking possession of something, in particular when a buyer defaults on payments




•
 
families had been threatened with repossession or eviction




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
a rise in home repossessions among young people.



















repossessor

 
/ˌrēpəˈzesər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person hired by a credit company to repossess an item when the buyer defaults on payments.













repost





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈpōst /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 send (a letter or parcel) by mail for a second or further time




•
 
the letter had been sent to California and then reposted from there.










2.
 
post (a message, link, image, etc.) to an online location, such as a blog or social media website, for a second or further time




•
 
he left a comment on the thread which I think deserves more attention so I'm reposting it this morning.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēpōst /



1.
 
a message, link, image, etc., that has been reposted




•
 
I know it's a repost but this article is a must-read.



















repot

 
/rēˈpät/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a plant) in another pot, especially a larger one.













repoussé

 
/rəˌpo͞oˈsā/





I.
 
adjective




(of metalwork) hammered into relief from the reverse side.








II.
 
noun




repoussé metalwork.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘pushed back,’ past participle of 
repousser

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
pousser

 ‘to push.’





repr.






abbreviation




reprint or reprinted.














reprehend

 
/ˌreprəˈhend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reprimand




•
 
a recklessness that cannot be too severely reprehended.














II.
 
derivatives





reprehension

 
/ˌreprəˈhenSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
reprehendere

 ‘seize, check, rebuke,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
prehendere

 ‘seize.’





reprehensible

 
/ˌreprəˈhensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




deserving censure or condemnation




•
 
his complacency and reprehensible laxity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reprehensibility

 
/-ˌhensəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
reprehensibly

 
/ˌreprəˈhensəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
reprehensibilis

 , from 
reprehens-

 ‘rebuked,’ from the verb 
reprehendere

 (see reprehend
 ).






represent

 
/ˌreprəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be entitled or appointed to act or speak for (someone), especially in an official capacity




•
 
for purposes of litigation, an infant can and must be represented by an adult.










2.
 
(of a competitor) participate in a sports event or other competition on behalf of (one's club, town, region, or country)




•
 
Owens represented the U.S.










3.
 
be an elected member of a legislature for (a particular constituency, party, or group)




•
 
she became the first woman to represent her district.










4.
 
(usu. 
be represented

 )
 — act as a substitute for (someone), especially on an official or ceremonial occasion




•
 
the president was represented by the secretary of state.










5.
 
constitute; amount to




•
 
this figure represents eleven percent of the company's total sales.










6.
 
be a specimen or example of; typify




•
 
twenty parents, picked to represent a cross section of rural life.










7.
 
(
be represented

 )
 — (of a group or type of person or thing) be present or found in something, especially to a particular degree




•
 
abstraction is well represented in this exhibition.










8.
 
depict (a particular subject) in a picture or other work of art




•
 
santos are small wooden figures representing saints.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
infinitive

 ]
 — describe or depict (someone or something) as being of a certain nature; portray in a particular way




•
 
the young were consistently represented as being in need of protection.










10.
 
(of a sign or symbol) have a particular signification; stand for




•
 
the numbers 1–10 represent the letters A–J.










11.
 
be a symbol or embodiment of (a particular quality or thing)




•
 
the three heads of Cerberus represent the past, present, and future.










12.
 
play the part of (someone) in a theatrical production.




13.
 


‹formal›

 state or point out (something) clearly




•
 
it was represented to him that she would be an unsuitable wife.










14.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — allege; claim




•
 
the vendors have represented that such information is accurate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
representability

 
/ˌrepriˌzentəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
representable

 
/ˌreprəˈzen(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
representer

 or Latin 
repraesentare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
praesentare

 ‘to present.’





re-present

 
/ˌrēprəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present (something) again, especially for further consideration or in an altered form




•
 
most of today's demonstrations will be re-presented on Friday.










2.
 
present (a check or bill) again for payment.








II.
 
derivatives





re-presentation

 
/ˌrēˌprezənˈtāSHən, -ˌprēˌzen- /






noun





















representation

 
/ˌreprəˌzenˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of speaking or acting on behalf of someone or the state of being so represented




•
 
asylum-seekers should be guaranteed good legal advice and representation.










2.
 
the description or portrayal of someone or something in a particular way or as being of a certain nature




•
 
the representation of women in newspapers.










3.
 
the depiction of someone or something in a picture or other work of art




•
 
Picasso is striving for some absolute representation of reality.










4.
 
a thing, especially a picture or model, that depicts a likeness or reproduction of someone or something




•
 
a striking representation of a vase of flowers.










5.
 
(in some theories of perception) a mental state or concept regarded as corresponding to a thing perceived.




6.
 
(
representations

 )
 — formal statements made to a higher authority, especially so as to communicate an opinion or register a protest




•
 
certain church groups are making strong representations to our government.










7.
 
a statement or allegation




•
 
any buyer was relying on a representation that the tapes were genuine.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘image, likeness’): from Old French 
representation

 or Latin 
repraesentatio(n-)

 , from 
repraesentare

 ‘bring before, exhibit’ (see represent
 ).





representational

 
/ˌreprəˌzenˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characterized by representation




•
 
representational democracy.










2.
 
relating to or denoting art that aims to depict the physical appearance of things.

Contrasted with abstract
 .













representationalism

 
/ˌreprəˌzenˈtāSHənlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice or advocacy of representational art.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 another term for representationism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





representationalist






adjective, noun






















representationism

 
/ˌrepriˌzenˈtāSHəˌnizəm, -zən-/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that thought is the manipulation of mental representations that (somehow) correspond to external states or objects.








II.
 
derivatives





representationist






noun





















representative

 
/ˌreprəˈzen(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
typical of a class, group, or body of opinion




•
 
these courses are representative of those taken by most Harvard undergraduates.










2.
 
containing typical examples of many or all types




•
 
a representative sample of young people in the South.










3.
 
(of a legislative or deliberative assembly) consisting of people chosen to act and speak on behalf of a wider group.




4.
 
(of a government or political system) based on elected representatives




•
 
free elections and representative democracy.










5.
 
serving as a portrayal or symbol of something




•
 
the show should be more 
representative of

 how women really are.










6.
 
(of art) representational




•
 
the bust involves a high degree of representative abstraction.










7.
 


[Philosophy]

 of or relating to mental representation.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person chosen or appointed to act or speak for another or others, in particular




2.
 
an agent of a firm who travels to potential clients to sell its products.




3.
 
an employee of a travel company who looks after the needs of its vacationing clients.




4.
 
a person chosen or elected to speak and act on behalf of others in a legislative assembly or deliberative body.




5.
 
a delegate who attends a conference, negotiations, legal hearing, etc., so as to represent the interests of another person or group.




6.
 
a person who takes the place of another on a ceremonial or official occasion.




7.
 
an example of a class or group




•
 
fossil representatives of lampreys and hagfishes.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
representatively

 
/ˌreprəˈzen(t)ədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
representativeness

 
/ˌreprəˈzen(t)ədivnəs /






noun






















repress

 
/rəˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subdue (someone or something) by force




•
 
the uprisings were repressed.










2.
 
restrain, prevent, or inhibit (the expression or development of something)




•
 
Isabel couldn't repress a sharp cry of fear.










3.
 
suppress (a thought, feeling, or desire) in oneself so that it becomes or remains unconscious




•
 
the thought that he had killed his brother was so terrible that he repressed it.










4.
 


[Biology]

 prevent the transcription of (a gene).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
represser






noun













2.
 
repressible

 
/rəˈpresəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘keep back (something objectionable)’): from Latin 
repress-

 ‘pressed back, checked,’ from the verb 
reprimere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
premere

 ‘to press.’





repressed

 
/rəˈprest/






adjective



1.
 
restrained, inhibited, or oppressed




•
 
repressed indigenous groups




•
 
repressed energy.










2.
 
(of a thought, feeling, or desire) kept suppressed and unconscious in one's mind




•
 
repressed memories.










3.
 
having or characterized by a large number of thoughts, feelings, or desires, especially sexual ones, that are suppressed in this way




•
 
a very repressed, almost Victorian, household.



















repression

 
/rəˈpreSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of subduing someone or something by force.




2.
 
the restraint, prevention, or inhibition of a feeling, quality, etc.




•
 
the repression of anger can be positively harmful.










3.
 
the action or process of suppressing a thought or desire in oneself so that it remains unconscious.













repressive

 
/rəˈpresiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a social or political system) inhibiting or restraining the freedom of a person or group of people




•
 
a repressive regime.










2.
 
inhibiting or preventing the awareness of certain thoughts or feelings




•
 
a repressive moral code.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
repressively






adverb













2.
 
repressiveness

 
/rəˈpresivnəs /






noun





















repressor

 
/rəˈpresər/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that acts on an operon to inhibit messenger RNA synthesis.













reprice

 
/ˌrēˈprīs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a different price on (a product or commodity).














reprieve

 
/rəˈprēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cancel or postpone the punishment of (someone, especially someone condemned to death)




•
 
under the new regime, prisoners under sentence of death were reprieved.










2.
 
abandon or postpone plans to close or put an end to (something)




•
 
the threatened pits could be reprieved.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cancellation or postponement of a punishment.




2.
 
a temporary escape from an undesirable fate or unpleasant situation




•
 
a mother who faced eviction has been given a reprieve.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as the past participle 
repryed

 ): from Anglo-Norman French 
repris

 , past participle of 
reprendre

 , from Latin 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
prehendere

 ‘seize.’ The insertion of 
-v-

 (16th cent.) remains unexplained. Sense development has undergone a reversal, from the early meaning ‘send back to prison,’ via ‘postpone (a legal process),’ to the current sense ‘rescue from impending punishment.’





reprimand

 
/ˈreprəˌmand/





I.
 
noun




a rebuke, especially an official one.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rebuke (someone), especially officially




•
 
officials were dismissed or reprimanded for poor work.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
réprimande

 , via Spanish from Latin 
reprimenda

 ‘things to be held in check,’ neuter plural gerundive of 
reprimere

 (see repress
 ).





reprint





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈprint /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print again or in a different form




•
 
the story has been reprinted at intervals ever since it first appeared.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌprint /



1.
 
an act of printing more copies of a work.




2.
 
a copy of a book or other material that has been reprinted.




3.
 
an offprint.








III.
 
derivatives





reprinter






noun





















reprisal

 
/rəˈprīzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of retaliation




•
 
three youths died in the reprisals that followed




•
 
the threat of reprisal.










2.
 


‹historical›

 the forcible seizure of a foreign subject or their goods as an act of retaliation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
reprisaille

 , from medieval Latin 
reprisalia

 (neuter plural), based on Latin 
repraehens-

 ‘seized,’ from the verb 
reprehendere

 (see reprehend
 ). The current sense dates from the early 18th cent.





reprise

 
/rəˈprēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a repeated passage in music.




2.
 
a repetition or further performance of something




•
 
a reprise of his earlier performance.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repeat (a piece of music or a performance).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘taken up again,’ feminine past participle of 
reprendre

 (see reprieve
 ).





repro

 
/ˈrēˌprō/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a reproduction or copy, particularly of a piece of furniture




•
 
a Georgian repro cabinet.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the action or process of copying a document or image




•
 
a repro house.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.





reproach

 
/rəˈprōCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
address (someone) in such a way as to express disapproval or disappointment




•
 
critics of the administration 
reproached

 the president 
for

 his failure to tackle the deficiency




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You know that isn't true,” he reproached her.










2.
 
(
reproach someone with

 )
 — accuse someone of




•
 
his wife reproached him with cowardice.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 censure or rebuke (an offense).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of disapproval or disappointment




•
 
he gave her a look of reproach




•
 
a farrago of warnings and pained reproaches.










2.
 
(
a reproach to

 )
 — a thing that makes the failings of someone or something else more apparent




•
 
his elegance is a living reproach to our slovenly habits.










3.
 
(
Reproaches

 )
 — (in the Roman Catholic Church) a set of antiphons and responses for Good Friday representing the reproaches of Jesus Christ to his people.








III.
 
phrases





above (or beyond) reproach






such that no criticism can be made; perfect.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reproachable

 
/rəˈprōCHəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
reproacher






noun













3.
 
reproachingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reprochier

 (verb), from a base meaning ‘bring back close,’ based on Latin 
prope

 ‘near.’





reproachful

 
/rəˈprōCHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




expressing disapproval or disappointment




•
 
she gave him a reproachful look.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reproachfully

 
/rəˈprōCHfəlē rēˈprōCHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
reproachfulness

 
/rəˈprōCHfəlnəs /






noun






















reprobate

 
/ˈreprəˌbāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unprincipled person (often used humorously or affectionately).




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 
‹archaic›

 (especially in Calvinism) a sinner who is not of the elect and is predestined to damnation.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
unprincipled (often used as a humorous or affectionate reproach)




•
 
a long-missed old reprobate drinking comrade.










2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 
‹archaic›

 (in Calvinism) predestined to damnation.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 express or feel disapproval of




•
 
his neighbors reprobated his method of proceeding.














IV.
 
derivatives





reprobation

 
/ˌreprəˈbāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Latin 
reprobat-

 ‘disapproved,’ from the verb 
reprobare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing reversal) + 
probare

 ‘approve.’





reprocess

 
/rēˈpräˌses rēˈprōˌses/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
process (something, especially spent nuclear fuel) again or differently, typically in order to reuse it




•
 
the costs of reprocessing radioactive waste.




















reproduce

 
/ˌrēprəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce again




•
 
a concert performance cannot reproduce all the subtleties of a recording.










2.
 
produce a copy or representation of




•
 
his works are reproduced on postcards and posters.










3.
 
create something very similar to (something else), especially in a different medium or context




•
 
the problems are difficult to reproduce in the laboratory.










4.
 
(of an organism) produce offspring by a sexual or asexual process




•
 
bacteria normally divide and 
reproduce themselves

 every twenty minutes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an individual organism needs to avoid being eaten until it has reproduced.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be copied with a specified degree of success




•
 
you'll be amazed to see how well halftones reproduce.














II.
 
derivatives





reproducer

 
/ˌrēprəˈd(y)o͞osər /






noun





















reproducible

 
/ˌrēprəˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be reproduced or copied




•
 
the logo should be easily reproducible




•
 
reproducible laboratory experiments.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reproducibility

 
/ˌrēprəˌd(y)o͞osəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
reproducibly

 
/ˌrēprəˈd(y)o͞osəblē /






adverb





















reproduction

 
/ˌrēprəˈdəkSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of making a copy of something




•
 
the cost of color reproduction in publication is high.










2.
 
the production of offspring by a sexual or asexual process.




3.
 
a copy of a work of art, especially a print or photograph of a painting.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — made to imitate the style of an earlier period or of a particular artist or craftsman




•
 
reproduction French classical beds.










5.
 
the quality of reproduced sound




•
 
the design was changed to allow louder reproduction.



















reproductive

 
/ˌrēprəˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or effecting reproduction




•
 
the female reproductive system.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reproductively

 
/-ˈdəktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
reproductiveness

 
/ˌrēprəˈdəktivnəs /






noun













3.
 
reproductivity

 
/rēprədəkˈtivətē /






noun





















reprogram

 
/ˌrēˈprōˌɡram/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
program (a computer or something likened to one) again or differently.








II.
 
derivatives





reprogrammable






adjective





















reprographics

 
/ˌreprəˈɡrafiks ˌrēprəˈɡrafiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
reprography.













reprography

 
/rəˈpräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the science and practice of copying and reproducing documents and graphic material.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reprographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
reprographic

 
/ˌreprəˈɡrafik ˌrēprəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from reproduce
 + -graphy
 .





reproof

 
/rəˈpro͞of/





I.
 
noun




an expression of blame or disapproval




•
 
she welcomed him with a mild reproof for leaving her alone




•
 
a look of reproof.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reprove

 , from 
reprover

 ‘reprove.’ Early senses included ‘ignominy, personal shame,’ and ‘scorn.’





reprove

 
/rəˈpro͞ov/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reprimand or censure (someone)




•
 
he was reproved for obscenity




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Don't be childish, Hilary,” he reproved mildly




•
 (as 
adj.

 
reproving

 )
 
a reproving glance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reprovable






adjective













2.
 
reprover






noun













3.
 
reprovingly

 
/rəˈpro͞oviNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the senses ‘reject’ and ‘censure’): from Old French 
reprover

 , from late Latin 
reprobare

 ‘disapprove’ (see reprobate
 ).






reptile

 
/ˈreptəl ˈrepˌtīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vertebrate animal of a class that includes snakes, lizards, crocodiles, turtles, and tortoises. They are distinguished by having a dry scaly skin and typically laying soft-shelled eggs on land.

[Class 
Reptilia

 : orders 
Chelonia

 (turtles and tortoises), 
Squamata

 (snakes and lizards), 
Rhynchocephalia

 (the tuatara), and 
Crocodylia

 (crocodilians). Modern reptiles are cold-blooded, though among extinct groups, including dinosaurs, pterosaurs, and ichthyosaurs, some may have been warm-blooded.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person regarded with loathing and contempt.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
belonging to a reptile or to the class of reptiles




•
 
reptile eggs.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin, neuter of 
reptilis

 , from Latin 
rept-

 ‘crawled,’ from the verb 
repere

 .





reptilian

 
/repˈtilyən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of reptiles




•
 
the reptilian ancestors of mammals.










2.
 
(of a person) deeply disliked and despised; repulsive




•
 
a reptilian villain with no redeeming features.














II.
 
noun




an animal belonging to the class 
Reptilia

 ; a reptile.













Repub.






abbreviation



1.
 
Republic.




2.
 
Republican.













republic

 
/rəˈpəblik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state in which supreme power is held by the people and their elected representatives, and which has an elected or nominated president rather than a monarch.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a group with a certain equality between its members.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
république

 , from Latin 
respublica

 , from 
res

 ‘entity, concern’ + 
publicus

 ‘of the people, public.’





republican

 
/rəˈpəbləkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a form of government, constitution, etc.) belonging to, or characteristic of a republic.




2.
 
advocating or supporting republican government




•
 
the republican movement.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person advocating or supporting republican government.




2.
 
(
Republican

 )
 — a member or supporter of the Republican Party.













republicanism

 
/rəˈpəbləkəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
support for a republican system of government




•
 
France's historic attachment to the principles of republicanism.










2.
 
(
Republicanism

 )
 — (in the US) the principles or policies of the Republican Party.




3.
 
support for a united Ireland.













Republican Party






one of the two main US political parties (the other being the Democratic Party), favoring a conservative stance, limited central government, and a strong national defense.









Republican River






a river that flows for 445 miles (715 km) from northeastern Colorado through southern Nebraska and into Kansas where it joins the Smoky Hill River to form the Kansas River.










Republic of Kalmykia-Khalmg Tangch






official name for Kalmykia
 .









Republicrat

 
/rəˈpəbləˌkrat/





I.
 
noun




a person whose political philosophy is a blend of policies and principles from both the Republican and Democratic parties.




•
 
Republicrats are blurring the differences between our two parties.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Republicrat senators.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of 
Republican

 and 
Democrat

 .





republish

 
/rēˈpəbliSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publish (a text) again, especially in a new edition.








II.
 
derivatives





republication

 
/rēˌpəbləˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















repudiate

 
/rəˈpyo͞odēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to accept or be associated with




•
 
she has repudiated policies associated with previous party leaders.










2.
 
deny the truth or validity of




•
 
the minister repudiated allegations of human rights abuses.










3.
 


[chiefly Law]

 refuse to fulfill or discharge (an agreement, obligation, or debt)




•
 
breach of a condition gives the other party the right to repudiate a contract.










4.
 
(especially in the past or in non-Christian religions) divorce (one's wife).








II.
 
derivatives





repudiator

 
/rəˈpyo͞odēˌādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally an adjective in the sense ‘divorced’): from Latin 
repudiatus

 ‘divorced, cast off,’ from 
repudium

 ‘divorce.’





repudiation

 
/rəˌpyo͞odēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
rejection of a proposal or idea




•
 
the repudiation of reformist policies




•
 
a repudiation of left-wing political ideas.










2.
 
refusal to fulfill or discharge an agreement, obligation, or debt.




•
 
the breach is not so serious as to amount to a repudiation of the whole contract.










3.
 
denial of the truth or validity of something.














repugnance

 
/rəˈpəɡnəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intense disgust




•
 
our growing repugnance at the bleeding carcasses.










2.
 
(also 
repugnancy

 )
 — inconsistency or incompatibility of ideas or statements.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘opposition’): from Old French 
repugnance

 or Latin 
repugnantia

 , from 
repugnare

 ‘oppose,’ from 
re-

 (expressing opposition) + 
pugnare

 ‘to fight.’





repugnant

 
/rəˈpəɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely distasteful; unacceptable




•
 
the thought of going back into the fog was 
repugnant to

 him.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
repugnant to

 )
 — in conflict with; incompatible with




•
 
a bylaw must not be repugnant to the general law of the country.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 given to stubborn resistance.








II.
 
derivatives





repugnantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘offering resistance’): from Old French 
repugnant

 or Latin 
repugnant-

 ‘opposing,’ from the verb 
repugnare

 (see repugnance
 ).





repulse

 
/rəˈpəls/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive back (an attack or attacking enemy) by force




•
 
rioters tried to storm ministry buildings but were repulsed by police.










2.
 
fail to welcome (friendly advances or the person making them); rebuff




•
 
she left, feeling hurt because she had been repulsed.










3.
 
refuse to accept (an offer)




•
 
his bid for the company was repulsed.










4.
 
(usu. 
be repulsed

 )
 — cause (someone) to feel intense distaste and aversion




•
 
audiences at early screenings of the film were repulsed by its brutality.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of driving back an attacking force or of being driven back




•
 
the repulse of the invaders.










2.
 
a discouraging response to friendly advances




•
 
his evasion of her plan had been another repulse.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
repuls-

 ‘driven back,’ from the verb 
repellere

 (see repel
 ).





repulsion

 
/rəˈpəlSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a feeling of intense distaste or disgust




•
 
people talk about the case with a mixture of fascination and repulsion.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a force under the influence of which objects tend to move away from each other, e.g., through having the same magnetic polarity or electric charge.













repulsive

 
/rəˈpəlsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arousing intense distaste or disgust




•
 
a repulsive smell.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 lacking friendliness or sympathy.




3.
 
of or relating to repulsion between physical objects.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
repulsively

 
/rəˈpəlsivlē /






adverb













2.
 
repulsiveness

 
/rəˈpəlsivnəs /






noun





















repurchase

 
/rēˈpərCHəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
buy (something) back.








II.
 
noun




the action of buying something back.








III.
 
derivatives





repurchaser






noun






















repurchase agreement

 
/rēˈpərCHəs əˌɡrēmənt/






noun






[Finance]

 a contract in which the vendor of a security agrees to repurchase it from the buyer at an agreed price.













repurpose

 
/rēˈpərpəs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adapt for use in a different purpose




•
 
they've taken a product that was originally designed for a CD-ROM and repurposed it for the Microsoft Network.



















reputability

 
/ˌrepyədəˈbilədē/






noun




the state of having a good reputation




•
 
check the sponsorship of a website to establish its reputability.



















reputable

 
/ˈrepyədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having a good reputation




•
 
a reputable company.














II.
 
derivatives





reputably

 
/ˈrepyədəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French, or from medieval Latin 
reputabilis

 , from Latin 
reputare

 ‘reflect upon’ (see repute
 ).






reputation

 
/ˌrepyəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the beliefs or opinions that are generally held about someone or something




•
 
his reputation was tarnished by allegations that he had taken bribes.










2.
 
a widespread belief that someone or something has a particular habit or characteristic




•
 
his knowledge of his subject earned him a reputation as an expert.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
reputatio(n-)

 , from 
reputare

 ‘think over’ (see repute
 ).






repute

 
/rəˈpyo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the opinion generally held of someone or something; the state of being generally regarded in a particular way




•
 
pollution could bring the authority's name into bad repute.










2.
 
the state of being highly thought of; fame




•
 
chefs of international repute.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be reputed

 )


1.
 
be generally said or believed to do something or to have particular characteristics




•
 
he was reputed to have a fabulous house.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
reputed

 )
 — be generally said or believed to exist or be of a particular type, despite not being so




•
 
this area gave the lie to the reputed flatness of the country.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
reputed

 )
 — be widely known and respected




•
 
intensive training with reputed coaches.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reputer

 or Latin 
reputare

 ‘think over,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
putare

 ‘think.’





reputedly

 
/rəˈpyo͞odədlē/






adverb




according to what people say or believe; supposedly




•
 
he reputedly gained a £1.2-million settlement at the end of their marriage.



















req.






abbreviation



1.
 
require.




2.
 
required.




3.
 
requisition.













reqd.






abbreviation




required.













request

 
/rəˈkwest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of asking politely or formally for something




•
 
a 
request for

 information




•
 
the club's excursion was postponed 
at the request of

 some of the members.










2.
 
a thing that is asked for




•
 
to have our ideas taken seriously is surely a reasonable request.










3.
 
an instruction to a computer to provide information or perform another function.




4.
 
a tune or song played on a radio program, in some instances accompanied by a personal message, in response to a letter or call asking for it.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 the state of being sought after




•
 
human intelligence, which is in constant request in a family.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
politely or formally ask for




•
 
he received the information he had requested




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the chairman requested that the reports be considered.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — politely ask (someone) to do something




•
 
the letter requested him to report to New York immediately.














III.
 
phrases





by (or on) request






in response to an expressed wish.












IV.
 
derivatives





requester

 
requestor






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
requeste

 (noun), based on Latin 
requirere

 (see require
 ).






requiem

 
/ˈrekwēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in the Roman Catholic Church) a Mass for the repose of the souls of the dead.




2.
 
a musical composition setting parts of a requiem Mass, or of a similar character.




3.
 
an act or token of remembrance




•
 
he designed the epic as a requiem for his wife.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin (first word of the Mass), accusative of 
requies

 ‘rest.’





requiem shark





I.
 
noun




a migratory, livebearing shark of warm seas, sometimes also found in brackish or fresh water.

[Family 
Carcharhinidae

 : many species, including the tiger shark, blue shark, and tope.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
requiem

 , variant of 
requin

 ‘shark,’ influenced by requiem
 .





requiescat

 
/ˌrekwēˈesˌkät, ˌrā-/





I.
 
noun




a wish or prayer for the repose of a dead person.











– origin

 Latin, from 
requiescat in pace

 (see RIP
 1
 ).





requinto

 
/ˌrāˈkēn(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking regions) a small guitar, typically tuned a fifth higher than a standard guitar.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘second fifth subtracted from a quantity.’






require

 
/rəˈkwī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
need for a particular purpose




•
 
three patients required operations




•
 
please indicate how many tickets you require.










2.
 
cause to be necessary




•
 
it would have required much research to produce a comprehensive list.










3.
 
specify as compulsory




•
 
the minimum car insurance required by law.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — (of someone in authority) instruct or expect (someone) to do something




•
 
you will be required to attend for cross-examination.










5.
 
(
require something of

 )
 — regard an action, ability, or quality as due from (someone) by virtue of their position




•
 
the care and diligence required of him as a trustee.














II.
 
derivatives





requirer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
requere

 , from Latin 
requirere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
quaerere

 ‘seek.’





required

 
/rəˈkwī(ə)rd/






adjective



1.
 
officially compulsory, or otherwise considered essential; indispensable




•
 
eight editions were published, each 
required reading

 for trainees.










2.
 
in keeping with one's wishes; desired




•
 
the corset, the garment that ensured the required female shape.



















requirement

 
/rəˈkwī(ə)rmənt/






noun



1.
 
a thing that is needed or wanted




•
 
choose the type of window that suits your requirements best.










2.
 
a thing that is compulsory; a necessary condition




•
 
applicants must satisfy the normal entry requirements.



















requisite

 
/ˈrekwəzət/





I.
 
adjective




made necessary by particular circumstances or regulations




•
 
the application will not be processed until the requisite fee is paid.














II.
 
noun




a thing that is necessary for the achievement of a specified end




•
 
she believed privacy to be a 
requisite for

 a peaceful life.














III.
 
derivatives





requisitely






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
requisitus

 ‘searched for, deemed necessary,’ past participle of 
requirere

 (see require
 ).





requisition

 
/ˌrekwəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official order laying claim to the use of property or materials




•
 
I had to make various requisitions for staff and accommodations.










2.
 
a formal written demand that some duty should be performed or something be put into operation.




3.
 
the appropriation of goods, especially for military or public use.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demand the use or supply of, especially by official order and for military or public use




•
 
the government had assumed powers to requisition cereal products at fixed prices.










2.
 
demand the performance or occurrence of




•
 
one of the investors has requisitioned a special meeting.














III.
 
derivatives





requisitioner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘request, demand’): from Old French, or from Latin 
requisitio(n-)

 , from 
requirere

 ‘search for’ (see require
 ). The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





requite

 
/rəˈkwīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 make appropriate return for (a favor, service, or wrongdoing)




•
 
they are quick to requite a kindness.










2.
 


‹formal›

 return a favor to (someone)




•
 
to win enough to requite my friends.










3.
 


‹formal›

 respond to (love or affection); return




•
 
she did not requite his love.














II.
 
derivatives





requital

 
/rəˈkwīdl /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from re-
 ‘back’ + obsolete 
quite

 , variant of the verb quit
 1
 .





reran

 
/rēˈran/






past of rerun
 .









rerate

 
/rēˈrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rate or assess (something, especially shares or a company) again




•
 
the company could be rerated as its share price had not rebounded.



















reread





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌrēˈrēd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
read (a text) again




•
 
I reread the poem.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrērēd /
 [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of reading something again.













rerecord

 
/ˌrērəˈkôrd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (sound, especially music) again




•
 
the sound will then be rerecorded in binaural stereo




•
 
rerecording a record without a license is illegal




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rerecorded

 )
 
the track is a rerecorded version of a song from their recent album.



















reredos

 
/ˈrerədäs ˈrirəˌdäs/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Church]

 an ornamental screen covering the wall at the back of an altar.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
areredos

 , from 
arere

 ‘behind’ + 
dos

 ‘back.’





rerelease

 
/ˌrēriˈlēs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release (a recording or movie) again




•
 
he is rereleasing his 1983 hit single.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of releasing a recording or movie again




•
 
the rerelease of Disney's 1937 classic.










2.
 
a recording or movie that is released for a second or subsequent time.













reroof

 
/rēˈro͞of rēˈro͝of/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a building) with a new or substantially repaired roof.













reroute

 
/rēˈro͞ot rēˈrout/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone or something) by or along a different route




•
 
the police had rerouted the march.




















rerun





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈrən /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show or perform (something, especially a television program) again.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌrən /



1.
 
a program, event, or competition that occurs or is run again




•
 


a rerun of

 the Mideast crisis




•
 
watching reruns on TV.



















RES






abbreviation




reticuloendothelial system.













res.






abbreviation



1.
 
research.




2.
 
reserve.




3.
 
residence or resident or residents.




4.
 
resigned.




5.
 
resolution.













resale

 
/ˈrēˌsāl/





I.
 
noun




the sale of a thing previously bought




•
 
he is renovating them for resale




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
resale value.














II.
 
derivatives





resalable

 
/rēˈsāləbəl /

 
resaleable






adjective





















rescale

 
/rēˈskāl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter the scale of (something), typically to make it smaller or simpler




•
 
a report to the State EducationDepartment urging that all the science exams be rescaled.



















reschedule

 
/ˌrēˈskejəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the time of (a planned event)




•
 
the concert has been rescheduled for September.










2.
 
arrange a new scheme of repayments of (a debt).














rescind

 
/rəˈsind/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revoke, cancel, or repeal (a law, order, or agreement)




•
 
the government eventually rescinded the directive.














II.
 
derivatives





rescindable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
rescindere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
scindere

 ‘to divide, split.’





rescission

 
/rəˈsiZHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the revocation, cancellation, or repeal of a law, order, or agreement.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
rescissio(n-)

 , from 
resciss-

 ‘split again,’ from the verb 
rescindere

 (see rescind
 ).





rescript1


 
/ˈrēˌskript/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official edict or announcement.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a Roman emperor's written reply to an appeal for guidance, especially on a legal point.




3.
 
the pope's decision on a question of Roman Catholic doctrine or papal law.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a papal decision): from Latin 
rescriptum

 , neuter past participle of 
rescribere

 ‘write back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





rescript2


 
/ˈrēˌskript/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revise or rewrite




•
 
the much-awaited film is being rescripted




•
 


‹figurative›

 I wish we could rescript the last two days.



















rescue

 
/ˈreskyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
save (someone) from a dangerous or distressing situation




•
 
firemen were called out to rescue a man trapped in the river.










2.
 


‹informal›

 keep from being lost or abandoned; retrieve




•
 
he got out of his chair to rescue his cup of coffee.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of saving or being saved from danger or distress




•
 
he 
came to our rescue

 with a loan of $100.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the emergency excavation of archaeological sites threatened by imminent building or road development.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to a domestic animal that has been removed from a situation of abuse or neglect by a welfare organization




•
 
adopting a rescue cat may be one of the most rewarding things you will ever do.




•
 
some people find their ideal pet in a rescue shelter.














III.
 
derivatives





rescuable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rescoure

 , from Latin 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
excutere

 ‘shake out, discard.’





rescuer

 
/ˈreskyo͞oər/






noun



1.
 
a person who saves someone from a dangerous or difficult situation




•
 
all reached safety and thanked their rescuers.










2.
 
a person who prevents something from failing




•
 
his career as a rescuer of troubled companies.



















reseal

 
/ˌrēˈsēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal (something) again.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something previously open) reform or accept a seal




•
 
the pores reseal within seconds as the inner liquid leaks out.














II.
 
derivatives





resealable

 
/ˌrēˈsēləbl /






adjective





















research

 
/ˈrēˌsərCH rəˈsərCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the systematic investigation into and study of materials and sources in order to establish facts and reach new conclusions




•
 
we are fighting meningitis by raising money for medical research.










2.
 
(
researches

 )
 — acts or periods of investigation and study




•
 
his pathological researches were included in official reports.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — engaged in or intended for use in investigation and discovery




•
 
a research student




•
 
a research paper.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
investigate systematically




•
 
she has spent the last five years researching her people's history




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the team has been 
researching into

 flora and fauna.










2.
 
discover facts by investigation for use in (a book, program, etc.)




•
 
I was in New York researching my novel




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
researched

 )
 
this is a well-researched and readable account.














III.
 
derivatives





researchable






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
recerche

 (noun), 
recercher

 (verb), from Old French 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
cerchier

 ‘to search.’ / 
usage:

 The traditional pronunciation of 
research

 in British English puts the stress on the second syllable, 
-search

 . In US English, the stress nearly always comes on the 
re-

 . The US pronunciation is becoming more common in British English and, while some traditionalists view it as incorrect, it is now generally accepted as a standard variant of British English.





research and development






noun




(in industry) work directed toward the innovation, introduction, and improvement of products and processes.













research-based






adjective




founded on an accumulation of facts that have been obtained by research




•
 
research-based findings.



















researcher

 
/rəˈsərCHər ˈrēˌsərCHər/






noun



1.
 
a person who carries out academic or scientific research




•
 
a medical researcher who pioneered the development of antibiotics.










2.
 
a person whose job involves discovering or verifying information for use in a book, program, etc.




•
 
radio and TV researchers.



















Research Triangle Park






a research complex in central North Carolina, between Durham, Raleigh, and Chapel Hill, that was created in the 1950s by Duke and North Carolina State universities and the University of North Carolina.









reseat

 
/rēˈsēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to sit down again after they have risen




•
 
he reseated himself in his armchair.










2.
 
cause to sit in a new position




•
 
we reseated the orchestra for each variation.










3.
 
realign or repair (a tap, valve, or other object) in order to fit it into its correct position.




4.
 
equip with new seats




•
 
the coaches were reseated last year to increase capacity.



















réseau

 
/rāˈzō, ri-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a network or grid.




2.
 
a plain net ground used in lacemaking.




3.
 
a reference marking pattern on a photograph, used in astronomy and surveying.




4.
 
a spy or intelligence network, especially in the French resistance movement during the German occupation in World War II.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a term in lacemaking): French, literally ‘net, web.’





resect

 
/rəˈsekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
resected

 )


1.
 


[Surgery]

 cut out (tissue or part of an organ)




•
 
a small piece of resected colon.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resectable






adjective













2.
 
resection

 
/rəˈsekSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
resectional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













4.
 
resectionist

 
/-SHənist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘remove, cut away’): from Latin 
resect-

 ‘cut off,’ from the verb 
resecare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





reseda

 
/rəˈsēdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the genus 
Reseda

 (family 
Resedaceae

 ), especially (in gardening) a mignonette.




2.
 
the pale green color of mignonette flowers.








II.
 
adjective




pale green.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, interpreted in the sense ‘assuage!,’ imperative of 
resedare

 , with reference to its supposed curative powers.





reseed

 
/rēˈsēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sow (an area of land) with seed, especially grass seed, again.













reselect

 
/ˌrēsəˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
select (someone or something) again or differently




•
 
a user should not need to reselect a printer every time this happens.














II.
 
derivatives





reselection

 
/ˌrēsəˈlekSH(ə)n /






noun






















resell

 
/rēˈsel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell (something one has bought) to someone else




•
 
products can be resold on the black market for huge profits.



















reseller

 
/rēˈselər/






noun




a person or company that sells something they have bought to someone else




•
 
products are sold both directly and through resellers.



















resemblance

 
/rəˈzembləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of resembling or being alike




•
 
they 
bear

 some 
resemblance to

 Italian figurines.










2.
 
a way in which two or more things are alike




•
 
the physical resemblances between humans and apes.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from the verb 
resembler

 (see resemble
 ).






resemble

 
/rəˈzembəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have qualities or features, especially those of appearance, in common with (someone or something); look or seem like




•
 
some people resemble their dogs




•
 
they seemed to 
resemble each other

 closely.














II.
 
derivatives





resembler

 
/-blər /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
resembler

 , based on Latin 
similare

 (from 
similis

 ‘like’).





resend

 
/ˌrēˈsend/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a message, letter, package, etc.) again




•
 
he forgot to put the time of the party on the invitations and had to resend them.




















resent

 
/rəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel bitterness or indignation at (a circumstance, action, or person)




•
 
she resented the fact that I had children.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
resentir

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
sentir

 ‘feel’ (from Latin 
sentire

 ). The early sense was ‘experience (an emotion or sensation),’ later ‘feel deeply,’ giving rise to ‘feel aggrieved by.’





resentful

 
/rəˈzentfəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing bitterness or indignation at having been treated unfairly




•
 
he was angry and 
resentful of

 their intrusion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resentfully

 
/rəˈzentfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
resentfulness






noun





















resentment

 
/rəˈzentmənt/





I.
 
noun




bitter indignation at having been treated unfairly




•
 
his 
resentment at

 being demoted




•
 
some people harbor resentments going back many years.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
risentimento

 or French 
ressentiment

 , from obsolete French 
resentir

 (see resent
 ).





reserpine

 
/rəˈsərpən rēˈsərpən rəˈsərˌpēn rēˈsərˌpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a compound of the alkaloid class obtained from Indian snakeroot and other plants and used in the treatment of hypertension.











– origin

 1950s: from the modern Latin species name 
R(auwolfia) serp(entina

 ), named after Leonhard 
Rauwolf

 (see rauwolfia
 ), + -ine
 4
 .






reservation

 
/ˌrezərˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of reserving something




•
 
the reservation of positions for non-Americans.










2.
 
an arrangement whereby something, especially a seat or room, is booked or reserved for a particular person




•
 
do you have a reservation?










3.
 
an area of land set aside for occupation by North American Indians or Australian Aborigines.




4.
 


[Law]

 a right or interest retained in an estate being conveyed.




5.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the practice of retaining a portion of the consecrated elements after mass for communion of the sick or as a focus for devotion.




6.
 
a qualification to an expression of agreement or approval; a doubt




•
 
some generals voiced reservations about making air strikes.










7.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) the action of a superior of reserving to himself the power of absolution.




8.
 
a right reserved to the pope of nomination to a vacant benefice.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the pope's right of nomination to a benefice): from Old French, or from late Latin 
reservatio(n-)

 , from 
reservare

 ‘keep back’ (see reserve
 ).






reserve

 
/rəˈzərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refrain from using or disposing of (something); retain for future use




•
 
roll out half the dough and reserve the other half.










2.
 
arrange for (a room, seat, ticket, etc.) to be kept for the use of a particular person and not given to anyone else




•
 
a place was reserved for her in the front row.










3.
 
retain or hold (an entitlement to something), especially by formal or legal stipulation


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the editor reserves the right to edit letters.










4.
 
refrain from delivering (a judgment or decision) immediately or without due consideration or evidence




•
 
I'll reserve my views on his ability until he's played again.










5.
 
(
reserve something for

 )
 — use or engage in something only in or at (a particular circumstance or time)




•
 
Japanese food has been presented as expensive and reserved for special occasions.










6.
 
(in church use) retain (a portion of the consecrated elements) after mass for communion of the sick or as a focus for devotion.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
reserves

 )
 — a supply of a commodity not needed for immediate use but available if required




•
 
Australia has major coal, gas, and uranium reserves.










2.
 
a force or body of troops kept back from action to reinforce or protect others, or additional to the regular forces and available in an emergency.




3.
 
a member of the military reserve.




4.
 
an extra player who is a possible substitute in a team.




5.
 
(
the reserves

 )
 — the second-string team.




6.
 
funds kept available by a bank, company, or government




•
 
the foreign exchange reserves.










7.
 
a part of a company's profits added to capital rather than paid as a dividend.




8.
 
a place set aside for special use, in particular




9.
 
an area designated as a habitat for an indigenous people.




10.
 
a protected area for wildlife.




11.
 
a lack of warmth or openness in manner or expression




•
 
she smiled and some of her natural reserve melted.










12.
 
qualification or doubt attached to some statement or claim




•
 
she trusted him 
without reserve

 .










13.
 
short for reserve price
 .




14.
 
(in the decoration of ceramics or textiles) an area that still has the original color of the material or the color of the background.








III.
 
phrases





in reserve






unused and available if required




•
 
the platoon that had been kept in reserve.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reservable






adjective













2.
 
reserver






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reserver

 , from Latin 
reservare

 ‘keep back,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
servare

 ‘to keep.’





re-serve

 
/rēˈsərv, ˈrē-/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in various sports) serve again.













reserve bank

 
/rəˈzərv rēˈzərv baNGk/






noun




a regional bank operating under and implementing the policies of the US Federal Reserve.













reserved

 
/rəˈzərvd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slow to reveal emotion or opinions




•
 
he is a reserved, almost taciturn man.










2.
 
kept specially for a particular purpose or person




•
 
a reserved seat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reservedly

 
/rəˈzərvədlē /






adverb













2.
 
reservedness

 
/riˈzərvədnəs /






noun





















reserved word






noun






[Computing]

 a word in a programming language that has a fixed meaning and cannot be redefined by the programmer.














reserve price

 
/rəˈzərv rēˈzərv prīs/






noun




the price stipulated as the lowest acceptable by the seller for an item sold at auction.













reservist

 
/rəˈzərvəst/






noun




a member of the military reserve forces.













reservoir

 
/ˈrezərˌvwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large natural or artificial lake used as a source of water supply.




2.
 
a supply or source of something




•
 
tapping into a universal reservoir of information.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place where fluid collects, especially in rock strata or in the body.




4.
 
a receptacle or part of a machine designed to hold fluid.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 a population, tissue, etc., that is chronically infested with the causative agent of a disease and can act as a source of further infection.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
réservoir

 , from 
réserver

 ‘to reserve, keep.’





reset

 
/rēˈset/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set again or differently




•
 
I must reset the alarm.










2.
 


[Electronics]

 cause (a binary device) to enter the state representing the numeral 0.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resettability

 
/ˌrēˌsetəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
resettable






adjective





















resettle

 
/rēˈsedl/






verb




settle or cause to settle in a different place


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they offered to resettle 300,000 refugees




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
144,000 East Germans had resettled in West Germany.



















resettlement

 
/rēˈsedlmənt/






noun




the settlement of people in a different place




•
 
Australia's post-war resettlement of European refugees




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
disputes over resettlements remain a controversial issue.



















res gestae

 
/ˈrās ˈɡesˌtī, ˈrēz ˈjestē/





I.
 
plural noun






[Law]

 the events, circumstances, remarks, etc., that relate to a particular case, especially as constituting admissible evidence in a court of law.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘things done.’





reshape

 
/rēˈSHāp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shape or form (something) differently or again




•
 
the decrees will thoroughly reshape Poland's economy.



















reshoot

 
/rēˈSHo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot (a scene of a film) again or differently




•
 
they had to reshoot the whole thing with another actor




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the insurance was enough to allow them to reshoot or finish with a double.














II.
 
noun




an act of reshooting a scene of a film




•
 
the reshoot is scheduled for Thursday.



















reshore

 
/rēˈSHôr/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a company) transfer (a business operation that was moved overseas) back to the country from which it was originally relocated




•
 
increasing numbers of US-based manufacturing businesses are planning to reshore production from China back to the US




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the decision to reshore hinges on a host of factors, including taxes, regulations, currencies, and government incentives.




















reshoring

 
/ˈrēˌSHôriNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of transferring a business operation that was moved overseas back to the country from which it was originally relocated




•
 
reshoring can help us rebalance our economy, create new jobs and cut our trade deficit.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of offshoring
 .





reshow

 
/rēˈSHō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show for a second or subsequent time




•
 
the program will be reshown on August 11.



















reshuffle





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈSHəfəl /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reorganize or change the positions of (government appointees, members of a team, etc.)




•
 
the president was forced to reshuffle his cabinet.










2.
 
put in a new order; rearrange




•
 
genetic constituents are constantly reshuffled into individual organisms.










3.
 
shuffle (playing cards) again




•
 
Youngman is requesting that Garcia reshuffle the cards




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
too many pairs are coming up—you better reshuffle.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēSHəfəl /



1.
 
an act of reorganizing or rearranging something




•
 
he was brought into the government in the last reshuffle.




















reside

 
/rəˈzīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have one's permanent home in a particular place




•
 
people who work in the city actually reside in neighboring towns.










2.
 
be situated




•
 
the paintings now reside on the walls of a restaurant.










3.
 
(of power or a right) belong by right to a person or body




•
 
legislative powers reside with the federal assembly.










4.
 
(of a quality) be present or inherent in something




•
 
the meaning of an utterance does not wholly reside in the semantic meaning.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be in residence as an official’): probably a back-formation from resident
 , influenced by French 
résider

 or Latin 
residere

 ‘remain,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





residence

 
/ˈrez(ə)dəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's home; the place where someone lives.




2.
 
the official house of a government minister or other public and official figure.




3.
 
the fact of living in a particular place




•
 
Rome was his main place of residence.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in residence





a.
 
living in or occupying a particular place




•
 
the guests in residence at the hotel.










b.
 
(
—— in residence

 )
 — a person with a particular occupation (especially an artist or writer) paid to work in a college or other institution.









2.
 
take up residence






start living in a particular place.















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the fact of living in a place): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
residentia

 , from Latin 
residere

 ‘remain’ (see reside
 ).





residence time






noun






‹technical›

 the average length of time during which a substance, a portion of material, or an object is in a given location or condition, such as adsorption or suspension.













residency

 
/ˈrez(ə)dənsē/






noun



1.
 
the fact of living in a place




•
 
a government ruling confirmed the returning refugees' right to residency.










2.
 
a residential post held by a writer, musician, or artist, typically for teaching purposes.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the official residence of the British governor general's representative or other government agent, especially at the court of an Indian state.




4.
 
a group or organization of intelligence agents in a foreign country.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a period of specialized medical training in a hospital; the position of a resident.














resident

 
/ˈrez(ə)dənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who lives somewhere permanently or on a long-term basis.




2.
 
a bird, butterfly, or other animal of a species that does not migrate.




3.
 


(US)

 a person who boards at a boarding school.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a British government agent in any semi-independent state, especially the governor general's agent at the court of an Indian state.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a medical graduate engaged in specialized practice under supervision in a hospital.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
living somewhere on a long-term basis




•
 
he has been 
resident in

 Brazil for a long time.










2.
 
having quarters on the premises of one's work




•
 
resident farm workers.










3.
 
attached to and working regularly for a particular institution




•
 
the film studio needed a resident historian.










4.
 
(of a bird, butterfly, or other animal) nonmigratory; remaining in an area throughout the year.




5.
 
(of a computer program, file, etc.) immediately available in computer memory, rather than having to be loaded from elsewhere.








III.
 
derivatives





residentship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun




(
 — 

‹historical›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
resident-

 ‘remaining,’ from the verb 
residere

 (see reside
 ).





resident adviser

 
resident assistant






noun






(US)

 (in a college or university) a student who is responsible for supervising and assisting other, typically younger, students who live in the same residence hall




•
 
the hall houses a bilingual resident adviser and up to fifty students.



















resident alien






noun






(US)

 a foreign national living on an official basis in a country of which they are not a citizen




•
 
appointees must be US citizens or resident aliens.



















resident commissioner






noun




a delegate elected to represent a dependency, such as Puerto Rico, in the US House of Representatives. They are able to speak in the House and serve on committees, but may not vote.













residential

 
/ˌrezəˈden(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
designed for people to live in




•
 
private residential and nursing homes.










2.
 
providing accommodations in addition to other services




•
 
a residential college.










3.
 
occupied by private houses




•
 
quieter traffic in residential areas.










4.
 
concerning or relating to residence




•
 
land has been diverted from residential use.














II.
 
derivatives





residentially






adverb





















residentiary

 
/ˌreziˈden(t)SHēˌerē ˌreziˈden(t)SH(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
required to live officially in a cathedral or collegiate church.




2.
 
relating to or involving residence in an establishment or place.








II.
 
noun




a residentiary canon.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun): from medieval Latin 
residentiarius

 , from Latin 
resident-

 ‘remaining’ (see resident
 ).





residua

 
/rəˈzijəwə/






plural form of residuum
 .









residual

 
/riˈzijo͞oəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
remaining after the greater part or quantity has gone




•
 
the withdrawal of residual occupying forces.










2.
 
(of a quantity) left after other things have been subtracted




•
 
residual income after tax and mortgage payments.










3.
 
(of a physical state or property) remaining after the removal of or present in the absence of a causative agent




•
 
residual stenosis.










4.
 
(of an experimental or arithmetical error) not accounted for or eliminated.




5.
 
(of a soil or other deposit) formed in situ by weathering.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity remaining after other things have been subtracted or allowed for.




2.
 
a difference between a value measured in a scientific experiment and the theoretical or true value.




3.
 
a royalty paid to a performer, writer, etc., for a repeat of a play, television show, etc.




4.
 


[Geology]

 a portion of rocky or high ground remaining after erosion.




5.
 
the resale value of a new car or other item at a specified time after purchase, expressed as a percentage of its purchase price.








III.
 
derivatives





residually






adverb





















residual stress






noun






[Physics]

 the stress present in an object in the absence of any external load or force.













residuary

 
/rəˈzijəˌwerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 residual.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Law]

 of or relating to the residue of an estate




•
 
a residuary legatee.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from residuum
 + -ary
 1
 .





residue

 
/ˈrezəˌd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small amount of something that remains after the main part has gone or been taken or used.




2.
 


[Law]

 the part of an estate that is left after the payment of charges, debts, and bequests.




3.
 
a substance that remains after a process such as combustion or evaporation.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
residu

 , from Latin 
residuum

 ‘something remaining’ (see residuum
 ).






residuum

 
/rəˈzijəwəm/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a substance or thing that remains or is left behind, in particular, a chemical residue.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
residuus

 ‘remaining,’ from the verb 
residere

 .






resign

 
/rəˈzīn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — voluntarily leave a job or other position




•
 
he 
resigned from

 the government in protest at the policy.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give up (an office, power, privilege, etc.)




•
 
four deputies resigned their seats.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chess]

 end a game by conceding defeat without being checkmated




•
 
he lost his queen and resigned in 45 moves.










4.
 
(
be resigned

 )
 — accept that something undesirable cannot be avoided




•
 
he seems 
resigned to

 a shortened career




•
 
she 
resigned herself to

 a lengthy session.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 surrender oneself to another's guidance




•
 
he vows to resign himself to her direction.














II.
 
derivatives





resigner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
resigner

 , from Latin 
resignare

 ‘unseal, cancel,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
signare

 ‘sign, seal.’





re-sign

 
/rēˈsīn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sign (a document) again.




2.
 
engage (a sports player) to play for a team for a further period.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sports player) commit oneself to play for a team for a further period.













resignation

 
/ˌrezəɡˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of retiring or giving up a position




•
 
he announced his resignation.










2.
 
a document conveying someone's intention of retiring




•
 
I'm thinking of handing in my resignation.










3.
 


[Chess]

 an act of ending a game by conceding defeat without being checkmated.




4.
 
the acceptance of something undesirable but inevitable




•
 
a shrug of resignation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
resignatio(n-)

 , from 
resignare

 ‘unseal, cancel’ (see resign
 ).





resigned

 
/riˈzīnd/





I.
 
adjective




having accepted something unpleasant that one cannot do anything about




•
 
my response is a resigned shrug of the shoulders.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resignedly

 
/rəˈzīnədlē /






adverb













2.
 
resignedness

 
/riˈzīnədnəs /






noun






















resile

 
/rəˈzīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 abandon a position or a course of action




•
 
can he 
resile from

 the agreement?

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
resilir

 or Latin 
resilire

 ‘to recoil,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
salire

 ‘to jump.’





resilience

 
/rəˈzilyəns /

 
resiliency






noun



1.
 
the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness




•
 
the often remarkable resilience of so many British institutions.










2.
 
the ability of a substance or object to spring back into shape; elasticity




•
 
nylon is excellent in wearability and resilience.



















resilient

 
/rəˈzilyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) able to withstand or recover quickly from difficult conditions




•
 
babies are generally far more resilient than new parents realize




•
 
the fish are 
resilient to

 most infections.










2.
 
(of a substance or object) able to recoil or spring back into shape after bending, stretching, or being compressed.




•
 
a shoe with resilient cushioning.














II.
 
derivatives





resiliently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
resilient-

 ‘leaping back,’ from the verb 
resilire

 (see resile
 ).





resilin

 
/ˈrezələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an elastic material formed of cross-linked protein chains, found in insect cuticles, especially in the hinges and ligaments of wings.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
resilire

 ‘leap back, recoil’ + -in
 1
 .






resin

 
/ˈrezən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sticky flammable organic substance, insoluble in water, exuded by some trees and other plants (notably fir and pine).

Compare with gum
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
(also 
synthetic resin

 )
 — a solid or liquid synthetic organic polymer used as the basis of plastics, adhesives, varnishes, or other products.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
resined

 )


1.
 
rub or treat with resin




•
 
resined canvas.














III.
 
derivatives





resinous

 
/ˈrez(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
resina

 ; related to Greek 
rhētinē

 ‘pine resin.’ Compare with rosin
 .





resinate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈrezəˌnāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impregnate or flavor with resin


(as 
adj.

 
resinated

 )


•
 
resinated white wine.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrezənət /



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt of an acid derived from resin.













res ipsa loquitur

 
/ˌrēz ˌipsə ˈläkwitər, ˌrās, ˈlōkwəˌto͝or/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the principle that the occurrence of an accident implies negligence.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘the matter speaks for itself.’






resist

 
/rəˈzist/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withstand the action or effect of




•
 
antibodies help us to resist infection.










2.
 
try to prevent by action or argument




•
 
we will continue to resist changes to the treaty.










3.
 
succeed in ignoring the attraction of (something wrong or unwise)




•
 
she resisted his advances




•
 
I couldn't resist buying the blouse.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — struggle against someone or something




•
 
without giving her time to resist, he dragged her off her feet.














II.
 
noun




a resistant substance applied as a coating to protect a surface during some process, for example to prevent dye or glaze adhering.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resister






noun













2.
 
resistible

 
/rəˈzistəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
resistibility

 
/rəˌzistəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
resister

 or Latin 
resistere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing opposition) + 
sistere

 ‘stop’ (reduplication of 
stare

 ‘to stand’). The current sense of the noun dates from the mid 19th cent.






resistance

 
/rəˈzistəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the refusal to accept or comply with something; the attempt to prevent something by action or argument




•
 
she 
put up

 no 
resistance to

 being led away.










2.
 
armed or violent opposition




•
 
government forces were unable to crush guerrilla-style resistance.










3.
 
(also 
resistance movement

 ) [in 
sing.

 ]
 — a secret organization resisting authority, especially in an occupied country.




4.
 
(
the Resistance

 )
 — the underground movement formed in France during World War II to fight the German occupying forces and the Vichy government.

Also called maquis
 .




5.
 
the impeding, slowing, or stopping effect exerted by one material thing on another




•
 
air resistance would need to be reduced by streamlining.










6.
 
the ability not to be affected by something, especially adversely




•
 
some of us have a lower resistance to cold than others.










7.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 lack of sensitivity to a drug, insecticide, etc., especially as a result of continued exposure or genetic change.




8.
 
the degree to which a substance or device opposes the passage of an electric current, causing energy dissipation. Ohm's law resistance (measured in ohms) is equal to the voltage divided by the current.




9.
 
a resistor or other circuit component that opposes the passage of an electric current.








II.
 
phrases





the path (or line) of least resistance






an option avoiding difficulty or unpleasantness; the easiest course of action.















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
résistance

 , from late Latin 
resistentia

 , from the verb 
resistere

 ‘hold back’ (see resist
 ).





resistance level






noun






[Stock Market]

 an upper price level for a security or commodity that is repeatedly reached but not exceeded due to resistance from the market




•
 
as the price went up to the previous resistance level, the experienced traders started selling to the inexperienced traders.



















resistant

 
/rəˈzistənt/






adjective



1.
 
offering resistance to something or someone




•
 
some of the old churches are 
resistant to

 change




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a water-resistant adhesive.










2.
 
denoting starch that is not easily broken down by enzymes within the body and is therefore minimally absorbed during digestion.




•
 
cooked rice, like bread, contains a useful amount of resistant starch, which acts like fiber in the digestive system.



















resistive

 
/rəˈzistiv/






adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 able to withstand the action or effect of something.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Physics]

 of or concerning electrical resistance.













resistivity

 
/riˌzisˈtivədē/






noun






[Physics]

 a measure of the resisting power of a specified material to the flow of an electric current.













resistless

 
/rəˈzistləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 powerful and irresistible




•
 
a resistless impulse.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 powerless to resist the effect of someone or something; unresisting.








II.
 
derivatives





resistlessly






adverb





















resistor

 
/rəˈzistər/






noun






[Physics]

 a device having a designed resistance to the passage of an electric current.













resize

 
/rēˈsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter the size of (something, especially a computer window or image).













res judicata

 
/ˌrēz ˌjo͞odiˈkätə, ˌrās/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a matter that has been adjudicated by a competent court and may not be pursued further by the same parties.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘judged matter.’





reskin

 
/rēˈskin/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
replace or repair the skin of (an aircraft or motor vehicle).













Resnais, Alain

 
/rəˈnā, rəˈne/






(1922–2014), French movie director. One of the foremost directors of the 
nouvelle vague

 , he used experimental techniques to explore memory and time. Notable movies: 
Hiroshima mon amour

 (1959) and 
L'Amour à mort

 (1984).









resold

 
/rēˈsōld/






past and past participle of resell
 .









resoluble1


 
/rəˈzälyəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 able to be resolved.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
résoluble

 or late Latin 
resolubilis

 , based on Latin 
solvere

 ‘release, loosen.’





resoluble2


 
/rəˈzälyəb(ə)l/






adjective




able to dissolve or be dissolved again




•
 
the resoluble nature of the paint.




















resolute

 
/ˈrezəˌl(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
adjective




admirably purposeful, determined, and unwavering




•
 
she was resolute and unswerving.














II.
 
derivatives





resoluteness

 
/ˈrezəˌl(y)o͞otnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘paid,’ describing a rent): from Latin 
resolutus

 ‘loosened, released, paid,’ past participle of 
resolvere

 (see resolve
 ).





resolutely

 
/ˈrezəˌl(y)o͞otlē/






adverb




in an admirably purposeful, determined, and unwavering manner




•
 
she resolutely refused to be bullied by those around her




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the staff remained resolutely loyal.



















resolution

 
/ˌrezəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a firm decision to do or not to do something




•
 
she kept her resolution not to see Anne any more




•
 
a New Year's resolution.










2.
 
a formal expression of opinion or intention agreed on by a legislative body, committee, or other formal meeting, typically after taking a vote




•
 
the conference passed two resolutions.










3.
 
the quality of being determined or resolute




•
 
he handled the last French actions of the war with resolution.










4.
 
the action of solving a problem, dispute, or contentious matter




•
 
the peaceful resolution of all disputes




•
 
a successful resolution to the problem.










5.
 


[Music]

 the passing of a discord into a concord during the course of changing harmony.




6.
 


[Medicine]

 the disappearance of inflammation, or of any other symptom or condition.




7.
 


[chiefly Chemistry]

 the process of reducing or separating something into its components.




8.
 


[Physics]

 the replacing of a single force or other vector quantity by two or more jointly equivalent to it.




9.
 
the conversion of something abstract into another form.




10.
 


[Prosody]

 the substitution of two short syllables for one long one.




11.
 
the smallest interval measurable by a scientific (especially optical) instrument; the resolving power.




12.
 
the degree of detail visible in a photographic or television image.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
resolutio(n-)

 , from 
resolvere

 ‘loosen, release’ (see resolve
 ).





resolutive

 
/rəˈzälyədiv ˈrezəˌlo͞odiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 having the power or ability to dissolve or dispel something.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
resolutivus

 , from 
resolut-

 ‘released,’ from the verb 
resolvere

 (see resolve
 ).






resolve

 
/rəˈzälv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — settle or find a solution to (a problem, dispute, or contentious matter)




•
 
the firm aims to resolve problems within 30 days.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Medicine]

 cause (a symptom or condition) to disperse, subside, or heal




•
 
endoscopic biliary drainage can rapidly resolve jaundice.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a symptom or condition) disperse, subside, or heal




•
 
symptoms resolved after a median of four weeks.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 (of a discord) lead into a concord during the course of harmonic change.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 cause (a discord) to pass into a concord.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — decide firmly on a course of action


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she resolved to call Dana as soon as she got home.










7.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — (of a legislative body, committee, or other formal meeting) make a decision by a formal vote




•
 
the committee resolved that teachers should make their recommendations without knowledge of test scores




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the conference resolved to support an alliance.










8.
 


[chiefly Chemistry]

 separate or cause to be separated into components.




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
resolve something into

 )
 — reduce a subject, statement, etc., by mental analysis into (separate elements or a more elementary form)




•
 
the ability to resolve facts into their legal categories.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something seen at a distance) turn into a different form when seen more clearly




•
 
the orange glow 
resolved itself

 into four lanterns.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of optical or photographic equipment) separate or distinguish between (closely adjacent objects)




•
 
Hubble was able to resolve six variable stars in M31.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — separately distinguish (peaks in a graph or spectrum).




13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 analyze (a force or velocity) into components acting in particular directions.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
firm determination to do something




•
 
she received information that strengthened her resolve




•
 
she intended to stick to her initial resolve.










2.
 


(US)

 a formal resolution by a legislative body or public meeting.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resolvability

 
/rəˌzälvəˈbilədē rēˌzälvəˈbilədē rəˌzôlvəˈbilədē rēˌzôlvəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
resolvable

 
/rəˈzälvəbəl rēˈzälvəbəl rəˈzôlvəbəl rēˈzôlvəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
resolver






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘dissolve, disintegrate’ and ‘solve (a problem)’): from Latin 
resolvere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
solvere

 ‘loosen.’





resolved

 
/rəˈzälvd rəˈzôlvd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
firmly determined to do something




•
 
Constance was resolved not to cry.














II.
 
derivatives





resolvedly

 
/rəˈzälvədlē rēˈzälvədlē rəˈzôlvədlē rēˈzôlvədlē /






adverb





















resolvent

 
/riˈzälvənt, -ˈzôl- /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting an equation, function, or expression that is introduced in order to reach or complete a solution.








II.
 
noun




an equation, function, or expression used as a resolvent.













resolving power






noun



1.
 
the ability of an optical instrument or type of film to separate or distinguish small or closely adjacent images.




2.
 
the ability of an electronic device to produce images that can be distinguished.














resonance

 
/ˈrezənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality in a sound of being deep, full, and reverberating




•
 
the resonance of his voice.










2.
 
the ability to evoke or suggest images, memories, and emotions




•
 
the concepts lose their emotional resonance.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the reinforcement or prolongation of sound by reflection from a surface or by the synchronous vibration of a neighboring object.




4.
 
the condition in which an electric circuit or device produces the largest possible response to an applied oscillating signal, especially when its inductive and its capacitative reactances are balanced.




5.
 


[Mechanics]

 the condition in which an object or system is subjected to an oscillating force having a frequency close to its own natural frequency.




6.
 


[Astronomy]

 the occurrence of a simple ratio between the periods of revolution of two bodies about a single primary.




7.
 


[Chemistry]

 the state attributed to certain molecules of having a structure that cannot adequately be represented by a single structural formula but is a composite of two or more structures of higher energy.




8.
 


[Physics]

 a short-lived subatomic particle that is an excited state of a more stable particle.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
resonantia

 ‘echo,’ from 
resonare

 ‘resound’ (see resonant
 ).






resonant

 
/ˈrezənənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of sound) deep, clear, and continuing to sound or ring




•
 
a full-throated and resonant guffaw.










2.
 
(
resonant with

 )
 — (of a place) filled or resounding with (a sound)




•
 
alpine valleys resonant with the sound of church bells.










3.
 
having the ability to evoke or suggest enduring images, memories, or emotions




•
 
the prints are 
resonant with

 traditions of Russian folk art and story.










4.
 
(of a room, a musical instrument, or a hollow body) tending to reinforce or prolong sounds, especially by synchronous vibration.




5.
 


‹technical›

 of, relating to, or bringing about resonance in a circuit, atom, or other object.




6.
 
(of a color) enhancing or enriching another color or colors by contrast.








II.
 
derivatives





resonantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
résonnant

 or Latin 
resonant-

 ‘resounding,’ from the verb 
resonare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
sonare

 ‘to sound.’





resonate

 
/ˈreznˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce or be filled with a deep, full, reverberating sound




•
 
the sound of the siren resonated across the harbor.










2.
 
evoke or suggest images, memories, and emotions




•
 
the words 
resonate with

 so many different meanings.










3.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of an idea or action) meet with someone's agreement




•
 
the judge's ruling resonated among many of the women.










4.
 


‹technical›

 produce electrical or mechanical resonance




•
 
the crystal resonates at 16 MHz.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
resonat-

 ‘resounded,’ from the verb 
resonare

 (see resound
 ).





resonator

 
/ˈreznˌādər/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus that increases the resonance of a sound, especially a hollow part of a musical instrument.




2.
 
a musical or scientific instrument responding to a single sound or note, used for detecting it when it occurs in combination with other sounds.




3.
 


[Physics]

 a device that displays electrical resonance, especially one used for the detection of radio waves.




4.
 


[Physics]

 a hollow enclosure with conducting walls capable of containing electromagnetic fields having particular frequencies of oscillation and exchanging electrical energy with them, used to detect or amplify microwaves.














resorb

 
/rēˈsôrb, -ˈzôrb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 absorb (something) again




•
 
the ability to resorb valuable solutes from the urine.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Physiology]

 remove (cells, or a tissue or structure) by gradual breakdown into its component materials and dispersal in the circulation




•
 
bone tissue will be resorbed.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
resorbere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
sorbere

 ‘absorb.’





resorcinol

 
/rəˈzôrsəˌnôl, -ˌnōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound originally obtained from galbanum resin, used in the production of dyes, resins, and cosmetics.

[Alternative name: 
1,3-dihydroxybenzene

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OH)2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the earlier term 
resorcin

 + -ol
 .





resorption

 
/rəˈsôrpSHən rəˈzôrpSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or action by which something is reabsorbed




•
 
the resorption of water.










2.
 


[Physiology]

 the absorption into the circulation of cells or tissue




•
 
bone resorption.














II.
 
derivatives





resorptive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from resorb
 , on the pattern of the pair 
absorb

 , 
absorption

 .





resort

 
/rəˈzôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place that is a popular destination for vacations or recreation, or which is frequented for a particular purpose




•
 
a seaside resort




•
 
a health resort.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the tendency of a place to be frequented by many people




•
 
places of public resort.










3.
 
the action of turning to and adopting a strategy or course of action, especially a disagreeable or undesirable one, so as to resolve a difficult situation




•
 
Germany and Italy tried to resolve their economic and social failures by 
resort to

 fascism.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a strategy or course of action that may be adopted in a difficult situation




•
 
her only resort is surgery.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
resort to

 )


1.
 
turn to and adopt (a strategy or course of action, especially a disagreeable or undesirable one) so as to resolve a difficult situation




•
 
the duke was prepared to resort to force if negotiation failed.










2.
 


‹formal›

 go often or in large numbers to




•
 
local authorities have a duty to provide adequate sites for gypsies “residing in or resorting to” their areas.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as a first (or last or final) resort






see last resort.









2.
 
in the last resort






see last resort.












IV.
 
derivatives





resorter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting something one can turn to for assistance): from Old French 
resortir

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
sortir

 ‘come or go out.’ The sense ‘place frequently visited’ dates from the mid 18th cent.





re-sort

 
/rēˈsôrt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sort (something) again or differently.














resound

 
/rəˈzound/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sound, voice, etc.) fill a place with sound; be loud enough to echo




•
 
another scream resounded through the school.










2.
 
(of a place) be filled or echo with a particular sound or sounds




•
 
the office 
resounds with

 the metronomic clicking of keyboards.










3.
 
(of fame, a person's reputation, etc.) be much talked of




•
 
whatever they do in the nineties will not resound in the way that their earlier achievements did.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 sing (the praises) of




•
 
Horace resounds the praises of Italy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from re-
 ‘again’ + the verb sound
 1
 , suggested by Old French 
resoner

 or Latin 
resonare

 ‘sound again.’





resounding

 
/rəˈzoundiNG/






adjective



1.
 
unmistakable; emphatic




•
 
the evening was a resounding success.










2.
 
(of a sound) loud enough to reverberate




•
 
a resounding smack across the face.



















resoundingly

 
/rəˈzoundiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an unmistakable or emphatic manner; totally




•
 
the people voted resoundingly for change




•
 
her first attempt at writing was resoundingly rejected.










2.
 
in a loud and reverberating manner




•
 
the bell over the door echoed resoundingly.



















resource

 
/ˈrēˌsôrs rəˈsôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
resources

 )
 — a stock or supply of money, materials, staff, and other assets that can be drawn on by a person or organization in order to function effectively




•
 
local authorities complained that they lacked resources.










2.
 
(
resources

 )
 — a country's collective means of supporting itself or becoming wealthier, as represented by its reserves of minerals, land, and other assets.




3.
 
(
resources

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 available assets.




4.
 
an action or strategy that may be adopted in adverse circumstances




•
 
sometimes anger is the only resource left in a situation like this.










5.
 
(
resources

 )
 — one's personal attributes and capabilities regarded as able to help or sustain one in adverse circumstances




•
 
we had been left very much to our own resources.










6.
 
the ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties




•
 
a man of resource.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 the possibility of aid or assistance




•
 
the flower of the French army was lost 
without resource

 .










8.
 


‹archaic›

 a leisure occupation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a person or organization) with materials, money, staff, and other assets necessary for effective operation




•
 
ensuring that primary health care workers are adequately resourced.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resourceless

 
/ˈrēˌsôrsləs rəˈsôrsləs rēˈsôrsləs /






adjective













2.
 
resourcelessness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
ressourse

 , feminine past participle (used as a noun) of Old French dialect 
resourdre

 ‘rise again, recover’ (based on Latin 
surgere

 ‘to rise’).





resourceful

 
/rəˈsôrsfəl/





I.
 
adjective




having the ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties.








II.
 
derivatives





resourcefully

 
/rəˈsôrsfəlē /






adverb





















resourcefulness

 
/rəˈsôrsfəlnəs/






noun




the ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties




•
 
his films show remarkable technical resourcefulness.



















resp.






abbreviation



1.
 
respective.




2.
 
respectively.




3.
 
respelled; respelling.




4.
 
respondent.













respawn





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈspôn /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a character in a video game) reappear after having been killed




•
 
if someone dies—and they probably will—they simply respawn




•
 
once an operative is downed, he'll respawn as a Hunter




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
If an enemy defender gets destroyed, he will be respawned after 20 seconds.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēspôn /



1.
 
an instance of a character in a video game reappearing after having been killed




•
 
the level of difficulty makes for frequent deaths and respawns.




















respect

 
/rəˈspekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of deep admiration for someone or something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or achievements




•
 
the director had a lot of 
respect for

 Douglas as an actor.










2.
 
the state of being admired or respected




•
 
his first chance in over fifteen years to regain respect in the business.










3.
 
due regard for the feelings, wishes, rights, or traditions of others




•
 


respect for

 human rights.










4.
 
(
respects

 )
 — a person's polite greetings




•
 
give my respects to your parents.










5.
 
a particular aspect, point, or detail




•
 
the government's record 
in this respect

 is a mixed one.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
admire (someone or something) deeply, as a result of their abilities, qualities, or achievements




•
 
she was respected by everyone she worked with




•
 (as 
adj.

 
respected

 )
 
a respected academic.










2.
 
have due regard for the feelings, wishes, rights, or traditions of




•
 
I respected his views.










3.
 
avoid harming or interfering with




•
 
it is incumbent upon all boaters to respect the environment.










4.
 
agree to recognize and abide by (a legal requirement)




•
 
he urged all foreign nationals to respect the laws of their country of residence.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
with respect to






as regards; with reference to




•
 
the two groups were similar with respect to age, sex, and diagnoses.















2.
 
in respect that






because.









3.
 
pay one's last respects






see pay
 1
 .









4.
 
pay one's respects






see pay
 1
 .









5.
 
with (or with all due) respect






used as a polite formula preceding, and intended to mitigate the effect of, an expression of disagreement or criticism




•
 
with all due respect, Father, I think you've got to be more broad-minded these days.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
respectus

 , from the verb 
respicere

 ‘look back at, regard,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
specere

 ‘look at.’





respectability

 
/rəˌspektəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being proper, correct, and socially acceptable




•
 
provincial notions of respectability.










2.
 
the state or quality of being accepted as valid or important within a particular field




•
 
scientific respectability.



















respectable

 
/rəˈspektəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
regarded by society to be good, proper, or correct




•
 
they thought the stage no life for a respectable lady.










2.
 
(of a person's appearance, clothes, or behavior) decent or presentable




•
 
a perfectly respectable pair of pajamas!










3.
 
of some merit or importance




•
 
a respectable botanical text.










4.
 
adequate or acceptable in number, size, or amount




•
 
America's GDP grew by a respectable 2.6 percent.














II.
 
derivatives





respectably

 
/rəˈspektəblē rēˈspektəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
an architecture of respectably high standards



























respecter

 
/rəˈspektər/





I.
 
noun




a person who has a high regard for someone or something




•
 
I'm always a respecter of the office of the presidency, but not necessarily of the president.














II.
 
phrases





be no respecter of ——






not be influenced by status, wealth, etc.




•
 
Jesus was no respecter of people.























respectful

 
/rəˈspek(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing deference and respect




•
 
they sit in respectful silence.














II.
 
derivatives





respectfulness

 
/rəˈspek(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















respectfully

 
/rəˈspek(t)fəlē/






adverb



1.
 
with deference and respect




•
 
the butler bowed respectfully to them both.










2.
 
used to express politeness to mitigate the effect of a refusal or disagreement




•
 
I must respectfully disagree with your claim




•
 
I respectfully declined their invitation.



















respecting

 
/rəˈspektiNG/






preposition






‹dated›

 
‹formal›

 with reference or regard to




•
 
he began to have serious worries respecting his car.



















respective

 
/rəˈspektiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
belonging or relating separately to each of two or more people or things




•
 
they chatted about their respective childhoods.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relative, comparative’): from medieval Latin 
respectivus

 , from 
respect-

 ‘regarded, considered,’ from the verb 
respicere

 (see respect
 ), reinforced by French 
respectif

 , 
-ive

 .





respectively

 
/rəˈspektivlē/






adverb




separately or individually and in the order already mentioned (used when enumerating two or more items or facts that refer back to a previous statement)




•
 
they received sentences of one year and eight months, respectively.



















respell

 
/rēˈspel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spell (a word) again or differently, especially phonetically in order to indicate its pronunciation.













respirable

 
/ˈrespərəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the air or a gas) able or fit to be breathed.




2.
 
(of particles in the air) able to be breathed in




•
 
woodworking can create quantities of fine respirable dust.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
respirable

 or late Latin 
respirabilis

 , from 
respirare

 ‘breathe out’ (see respire
 ).





respirate

 
/ˈrespəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 assist (a person or animal) to breathe by means of artificial respiration.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: back-formation from respiration
 .






respiration

 
/ˌrespəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of breathing




•
 
opiates affect respiration.










2.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 a single breath.




3.
 


[Biology]

 a process in living organisms involving the production of energy, typically with the intake of oxygen and the release of carbon dioxide from the oxidation of complex organic substances.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
respiratio(n-)

 , from 
respirare

 ‘breathe out’ (see respire
 ).





respirator

 
/ˈrespəˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus worn over the mouth and nose or the entire face to prevent the inhalation of dust, smoke, or other noxious substances.




2.
 
an apparatus used to induce artificial respiration.













respiratory

 
/ˈrespərəˌtôrē rəˈspīrəˌtôrē/






adjective




of, relating to, or affecting respiration or the organs of respiration




•
 
respiratory disease.




















respiratory distress syndrome






noun




another term for hyaline membrane disease
 .













respiratory pigment






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance (such as hemoglobin or hemocyanin) with a molecule consisting of protein with a pigmented prosthetic group, involved in the physiological transport of oxygen or electrons.













respiratory quotient






noun






[Physiology]

 the ratio of the volume of carbon dioxide evolved to that of oxygen consumed by an organism, tissue, or cell in a given time.













respiratory syncytial virus






noun






[Medicine]

 a paramyxovirus that causes disease of the respiratory tract. It is a major cause of bronchiolitis and pneumonia in young children and may be a contributing factor in sudden infant death syndrome.













respiratory tract






noun




the passage formed by the mouth, nose, throat, and lungs, through which air passes during breathing.













respiratory tree






noun






[Zoology]

 a branched respiratory organ in the body cavity of sea cucumbers.














respire

 
/rəˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breathe




•
 
he lay back, respiring deeply




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a country where fresh air seems impossible to respire.










2.
 
(of a plant) carry out respiration, especially at night when photosynthesis has ceased.




3.
 


‹literary›

 recover hope, courage, or strength after a time of difficulty




•
 
the archduke, newly respiring from so long a war.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
respirer

 or Latin 
respirare

 ‘breathe out,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





respirometer

 
/ˌrespəˈrämədər/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a device that measures the rate of consumption of oxygen by a living organism or organic system.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 an instrument for measuring the air capacity of the lungs.













respite

 
/ˈrespət rēˈspīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short period of rest or relief from something difficult or unpleasant




•
 
the refugee encampments will provide some 
respite from

 the suffering




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a brief 
respite from

 a dire food shortage.










2.
 
a short delay permitted before an unpleasant obligation is met or a punishment is carried out.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 postpone (a sentence, obligation, etc.)




•
 
the execution was only respited a few months.










2.
 


‹rare›

 
‹archaic›

 grant a delay or extension of time to; reprieve from death or execution




•
 
some poor criminal … from the gibbet or the wheel, respited for a day.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
respit

 , from Latin 
respectus

 ‘refuge, consideration.’





respite care






noun




temporary institutional care of a dependent elderly, ill, or handicapped person, providing relief for their usual caregivers.













resplendent

 
/rəˈsplendənt/





I.
 
adjective




attractive and impressive through being richly colorful or sumptuous




•
 
she was 
resplendent in

 a sea-green dress.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resplendence

 
/rəˈsplend(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
resplendency






noun













3.
 
resplendently

 
/rəˈsplend(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
resplendent-

 ‘shining out,’ from the verb 
resplendere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
splendere

 ‘to glitter.’






respond

 
/rəˈspänd/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
say something in reply


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she could not get Robert to 
respond to

 her words




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he responded that it would not be feasible




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“It's not part of my job,” Belinda responded.










2.
 
(of a congregation) say or sing the response in reply to a priest.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) act or behave in reaction to someone or something




•
 
she turned her head, 
responding to

 his grin with a smile.










4.
 
react quickly or positively to a stimulus or treatment




•
 
his back injury has failed to respond to treatment.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 make (a bid) in answer to one's partner's preceding bid.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a half-pillar or half-pier attached to a wall to support an arch, especially at the end of an arcade.




2.
 
(in church use) a responsory; a response to a versicle.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
respondence

 
/rəˈspänd(ə)ns /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
respondency

 
/-dənsē /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›















3.
 
responder






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the noun senses): from Old French, from 
respondre

 ‘to answer,’ from Latin 
respondere

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
spondere

 ‘to pledge.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





respondent

 
/rəˈspändənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a defendant in a lawsuit, especially one in an appeals or divorce case.




2.
 
a person who replies to something, especially one supplying information for a survey or questionnaire or responding to an advertisement.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
in the position of defendant in a lawsuit




•
 
the respondent defendant.










2.
 
replying to something, especially a survey or questionnaire




•
 
the respondent firms in the survey.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 involving or denoting a response, especially a conditioned reflex, to a specific stimulus.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin 
respondent-

 ‘answering, offering in return,’ from the verb 
respondere

 (see respond
 ).





response

 
/rəˈspäns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a verbal or written answer




•
 
without waiting for a response, she returned to her newspaper




•
 
we received 400 applications 
in response to

 one job ad.










2.
 
a written or verbal answer to a question in a test, questionnaire, survey, etc.




3.
 
a reaction to something




•
 
an extended, jazzy piano solo drew the biggest 
response from

 the crowd




•
 
an honors degree course in Japanese has been established 
in response to

 an increasing demand.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 
[Physiology]

 an excitation of a nerve impulse caused by a change or event; a physical reaction to a specific stimulus or situation.




5.
 
the way in which a mechanical or electrical device responds to a stimulus or range of stimuli.




6.
 
(usu. 
responses

 )
 — a part of a religious liturgy said or sung by a congregation in answer to a minister or cantor.




7.
 


[Bridge]

 a bid made in answer to one's partner's preceding bid.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
respons

 or Latin 
responsum

 ‘something offered in return,’ neuter past participle of 
respondere

 (see respond
 ).





response time






noun



1.
 
the length of time taken for a person or system to react to a given stimulus or event.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 the time taken for a circuit or measuring device, when subjected to a change in input signal, to change its state by a specified fraction of its total response to that change.













response variable






noun




another term for dependent variable
 .













responsibility

 
/rəˌspänsəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or fact of having a duty to deal with something or of having control over someone




•
 
women bear children and 
take responsibility for

 child care.










2.
 
the state or fact of being accountable or to blame for something




•
 
the group has claimed responsibility for a string of murders.










3.
 
the opportunity or ability to act independently and make decisions without authorization




•
 
we would expect individuals lower down the organization to take on more responsibility.










4.
 
(often 
responsibilities

 )
 — a thing that one is required to do as part of a job, role, or legal obligation




•
 
he will take over the responsibilities of overseas director.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
responsibility to/toward

 )
 — a moral obligation to behave correctly toward or in respect of




•
 
individuals have a responsibility to control personal behavior.



















responsible

 
/rəˈspänsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having an obligation to do something, or having control over or care for someone, as part of one's job or role




•
 
the department 
responsible for

 education.










2.
 
being the primary cause of something and so able to be blamed or credited for it




•
 
the gene was responsible for a rare type of eye cancer.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a job or position) involving important duties, independent decision-making, or control over others.




4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
responsible to

 )
 — having to report to (a superior or someone in authority) and be answerable to them for one's actions




•
 
the team manager is responsible to the league president.










5.
 
capable of being trusted




•
 
a responsible adult.










6.
 
morally accountable for one's behavior




•
 
the progressive emergence of the child as a responsible being.














II.
 
derivatives





responsibleness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘answering to, corresponding’): from obsolete French, from Latin 
respons-

 ‘answered, offered in return,’ from the verb 
respondere

 (see respond
 ).





responsibly

 
/rəˈspänsəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sensible or trustworthy manner




•
 
companies should act responsibly when it comes to virus alerts




•
 
remember to drink responsibly.










2.
 
in a way that relates to duty or responsibility




•
 
the mayors are more responsibly concerned with employment than other public officials.



















responsive

 
/rəˈspänsiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
reacting quickly and positively




•
 
a flexible service that is 
responsive to

 changing social and economic patterns.










2.
 
responding readily and with interest or enthusiasm




•
 
our most enthusiastic and responsive students.










3.
 
denoting or relating to a website whose page design changes automatically according to the size of the screen on which it is viewed




•
 
a responsive site that would work on PCs and tablets equally well




•
 
a mobile-friendly responsive layout.










4.
 
answering




•
 
I'm distracted by a nibble on my line: I jig it several times, but there is no responsive tug.










5.
 
(of a section of liturgy) using responses.








II.
 
derivatives





responsively

 
/rəˈspänsivlē /






adverb





















responsiveness

 
/rəˈspänsivnəs/






noun




the quality of reacting quickly and positively




•
 
a bank's 
responsiveness to

 customer problems engenders trust




•
 
the responsiveness of the vehicle.



















responsorial

 
/riˌspänˈsôrēəl/






adjective




(of a psalm or liturgical chant) recited in parts with a congregational response between each part.













responsory

 
/rəˈspänsərē/





I.
 
noun




(in the Christian Church) an anthem said or sung by a soloist and choir after a lesson.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
responsorium

 , from Latin 
respons-

 ‘answered,’ from the verb 
respondere

 (see respond
 ).





responsum

 
/rəˈspänsəm/





I.
 
noun




a written reply by a rabbi or Talmudic scholar to an inquiry on some matter of Jewish law.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘reply.’





res publica

 
/rās ˈpo͞obliˌkä, ˈpəblikə/





I.
 
noun




the state, republic, or commonwealth.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘public matter.’





ressentiment

 
/rəˌsäntəˈmän/





I.
 
noun




a psychological state arising from suppressed feelings of envy and hatred that cannot be acted upon, frequently resulting in some form of self-abasement.











– origin

 via German (used by Nietzsche in this sense) from French 
ressentiment

 ‘feeling.’






rest1


 
/rest/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease work or movement in order to relax, refresh oneself, or recover strength




•
 
he needed to rest after the feverish activity




•
 
I'm going to 
rest up

 before traveling to England.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow to be inactive in order to regain strength, health, or energy




•
 
her friend read to her while she rested her eyes.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — leave (a player) out of a team temporarily




•
 
both men were rested for the final game.










4.
 
(of a dead person or body) lie buried




•
 
the king's body rested in his tomb.










5.
 
(of a problem or subject) be left without further investigation, discussion, or treatment




•
 
the council has urged the planning committee not to allow the matter to rest.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — allow (land) to lie fallow




•
 
the field should be grazed or rested.










7.
 


[Law]

 
(N. Amer.)

 conclude the case for the prosecution or the defense in a law case




•
 
the prosecution rests.







See also rest one's case
 below.




8.
 
be placed or supported so as to stay in a specified position




•
 
her elbow was resting on the arm of the sofa.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place (something) so that it is supported in a specified position




•
 
he rested a hand on her shoulder.










10.
 
(
rest on/upon

 )
 — (of a look) alight or be steadily directed on




•
 
his eyes rested briefly on the boy.










11.
 
(
rest on/upon

 )
 — be based on or grounded in; depend on




•
 
the country's security rested on its alliances.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
rest something in/on

 )
 — place hope, trust, or confidence on or in




•
 
she rested her hopes in her attorney.










13.
 
belong or be located at a specified place or with a specified person




•
 
ultimate control rested with the founders.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance or period of relaxing or ceasing to engage in strenuous or stressful activity




•
 
you look as though you need a rest




•
 
a couple of days of complete rest.










2.
 
a motionless state




•
 
the car accelerates rapidly from rest.










3.
 


[Music]

 an interval of silence of a specified duration.




4.
 


[Music]

 the sign denoting a rest.




5.
 
a pause in speech or verse.




6.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — an object that is used to support something




•
 
a chin-rest




•
 
a shoulder-rest.










7.
 
a support or hook for a telephone receiver when not in use.




8.
 
a support for a cue in billiards or pool.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at rest





a.
 
not moving or exerting oneself.




b.
 
not agitated or troubled; tranquil




•
 
he felt at rest, the tension gone




•
 
if you think something's wrong, consult the doctor and 
put your mind at rest

 .










c.
 
dead and buried.









2.
 
come to rest






stop moving; settle




•
 
the elevator came to rest at the first floor.















3.
 
give it a rest








‹informal›

 used to ask someone to stop doing something or talking about something that the speaker finds irritating or tedious.









4.
 
no rest for the weary






see weary
 .









5.
 
rest one's case





a.
 
conclude one's presentation of evidence and arguments in a lawsuit.




b.
 


‹humorous›

 said to show that one believes one has presented sufficient evidence for one's views.









6.
 
rest on one's laurels






see laurel
 .









7.
 
rest (or God rest) his (or her) soul






used to express a wish that God should grant someone's soul peace.









8.
 
rest on one's oars






see oar
 .















– origin

 Old English 
ræst

 , 
rest

 (noun), 
ræstan

 , 
restan

 (verb), of Germanic origin, from a root meaning ‘league’ or ‘mile’ (referring to a distance after which one rests).





rest2


 
/rest/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the remaining part of something




•
 
what do you want to do for 
the rest of

 your life?




•
 
I'll tell you the rest tomorrow night.










2.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the remaining people or things; the others




•
 


the rest of

 us were experienced skiers.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remain or be left in a specified condition




•
 
you can rest assured she will do everything she can to help her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
and (all) the rest (of it)






and everything else that might be mentioned or that one could expect




•
 
social security and pension and the rest of it.















2.
 
the rest is history






see history
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reste

 (noun), 
rester

 (verb), from Latin 
restare

 ‘remain,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





restage

 
/ˌrēˈstāj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present (a performance or public event) again or differently.













rest area

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a roadside area with restrooms and other facilities for the use of motorists.













restart





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈstärt /



1.
 
start again


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the talks will restart in September




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he tried to restart his stalled car.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēstärt /



1.
 
a new start or beginning.













restate

 
/rēˈstāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
state (something) again or differently, especially in order to correct or to make more clear or convincing




•
 
he restated his opposition to abortion




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
restated earnings.



















restatement

 
/rēˈstātmənt/






noun



1.
 
an act of stating something again or differently, especially more clearly or convincingly




•
 
we need a bold restatement of the central message




•
 [
mass noun

 ]
 
the need for restatement and clarification of the principle.










2.
 


[Music]

 a repeated use of a theme or melody within a composition




•
 
a cadenza followed by a restatement of the main theme.




















restaurant

 
/ˈrest(ə)rənt ˈrest(ə)ˌränt/





I.
 
noun




a place where people pay to sit and eat meals that are cooked and served on the premises.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
restaurer

 ‘provide food for’ (literally ‘restore to a former state’).





restaurateur

 
/ˌrestərəˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a person who owns and manages a restaurant.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from the verb 
restaurer

 (see restaurant
 ). / 
usage:

 The word 
restaurateur

 is taken directly from the French form. Although common, 
restauranteur

 with an 
n

 is a misspelling.





rest cure

 
/rest ˈkyo͝o(ə)r/






noun




a period spent in inactivity or leisure with the intention of improving one's physical or mental health.













restenosis

 
/ˌrēstəˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the recurrence of abnormal narrowing of an artery or valve after corrective surgery.











– origin

 1950s: from re-
 ‘again’ + stenosis
 .





restful

 
/ˈres(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




having a quiet and soothing quality




•
 
the rooms were cool and restful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restfully

 
/ˈres(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
restfulness

 
/ˈres(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















rest home

 
/ˈres(t) ˌhōm/






noun




a residential institution where old or frail people are cared for.













resting potential






noun






[Physiology]

 the electrical potential of a neuron or other excitable cell relative to its surroundings when not stimulated or involved in passage of an impulse.













restitution

 
/ˌrestəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the restoration of something lost or stolen to its proper owner




•
 
seeking the restitution of land taken from blacks under apartheid.










2.
 
recompense for injury or loss




•
 
he was ordered to pay $6,000 in restitution.










3.
 
the restoration of something to its original state




•
 
restitution of the damaged mucosa.










4.
 


[Physics]

 the resumption of an object's original shape or position through elastic recoil.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restitutionary






adjective













2.
 
restitutive

 
/ˈrestəˌt(y)o͞otiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
restitutio(n-)

 , from 
restituere

 ‘restore,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
statuere

 ‘establish.’





restive

 
/ˈrestiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unable to keep still or silent and becoming increasingly difficult to control, especially because of impatience, dissatisfaction, or boredom.




2.
 
(of a horse) refusing to advance, stubbornly standing still or moving backward or sideways.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restively

 
/ˈrestivlē /






adverb













2.
 
restiveness

 
/ˈrestivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
restif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
restare

 ‘remain.’ The original sense, ‘inclined to remain still, inert,’ has undergone a reversal; the association with the refractory movements of a horse gave rise to the current sense ‘fidgety, restless.’





restless

 
/ˈres(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) unable to rest or relax as a result of anxiety or boredom




•
 
the audience grew restless and inattentive.










2.
 
offering no physical or emotional rest; involving constant activity or motion




•
 
a restless night.














II.
 
derivatives





restlessly

 
/ˈres(t)ləslē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
restlēas

 (see rest
 1
 , -less
 ).





restless legs syndrome

 
restless leg syndrome






noun




a disorder characterized by an unpleasant tickling or twitching sensation in the leg muscles when sitting or lying down, which is relieved only by moving the legs.













restlessness

 
/ˈres(t)ləsnəs/






noun




the inability to rest or relax as a result of anxiety or boredom




•
 
a feeling of restlessness was making it difficult to concentrate




•
 
her husband's nocturnal restlessness.



















rest mass






noun






[Physics]

 the mass of a body when at rest.













resto

 
/ˈrestō/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a restaurant.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.





restock

 
/rēˈstäk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
replenish (a store) with fresh stock or supplies




•
 
work began at once to restock the fishery.



















Reston

 
/ˈrestən/






a planned residential and commercial community in northern Virginia, northwest of Washington, DC, established in the 1960s; pop. 56,407 (2000).









restoration

 
/ˌrestəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of returning something to a former owner, place, or condition




•
 
the restoration of Andrew's sight.










2.
 
the process of repairing or renovating a building, work of art, vehicle, etc., so as to restore it to its original condition




•
 
the altar paintings seem in need of restoration.










3.
 
the reinstatement of a previous practice, right, custom, or situation




•
 
the restoration of capital punishment.










4.
 


[Dentistry]

 a structure provided to replace or repair dental tissue so as to restore its form and function, such as a filling, crown, or bridge.




5.
 
a model or drawing representing the supposed original form of an extinct animal, ruined building, etc.




6.
 
the return of a hereditary monarch to a throne, a head of state to government, or a regime to power.




7.
 
(
the Restoration

 )
 — the re-establishment of Charles II as King of England in 1660.




8.
 
(
Restoration

 ) [usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the period following this, especially with regard to its literature or architecture




•
 
Restoration drama.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the action of restoring to a former state): partly from Old French, partly an alteration of obsolete 
restauration

 (from late Latin 
restauratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
restaurare

 ), suggested by restore
 .





Restoration comedy






noun




a style of drama that flourished in London after the Restoration in 1660, typically having a complicated plot marked by wit, cynicism, and licentiousness.













restorationism

 
/ˌrestəˈrāSHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a charismatic Christian movement seeking to restore the beliefs and practices of the early Church.








II.
 
derivatives





restorationist






noun, adjective





















restorative

 
/rəˈstôrədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the ability to restore health, strength, or a feeling of well-being




•
 
the restorative power of long walks.










2.
 


[Surgery]

 
[Dentistry]

 relating to or concerned with the restoration of form or function to a damaged tooth or other part of the body.








II.
 
noun




something, especially a medicine or drink, that restores health, strength, or well-being.








III.
 
derivatives





restoratively






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from an Old French variant of 
restauratif

 , 
-ive

 , from 
restorer

 (see restore
 ).





restorative justice






noun




a system of criminal justice that focuses on the rehabilitation of offenders through reconciliation with victims and the community at large.














restore

 
/rəˈstôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring back (a previous right, practice, custom, or situation); reinstate




•
 
the government restored confidence in the housing market.










2.
 
return (someone or something) to a former condition, place, or position




•
 
the effort to 
restore

 him 
to

 office isn't working.










3.
 
repair or renovate (a building, work of art, vehicle, etc.) so as to return it to its original condition




•
 
the building has been lovingly restored.










4.
 
give (something previously stolen, taken away, or lost) back to the original owner or recipient




•
 
the government will 
restore

 land and property 
to

 those who lost it through confiscation.














II.
 
derivatives





restorable

 
/rəˈstôrəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
restorer

 , from Latin 
restaurare

 ‘rebuild, restore.’





restorer

 
/rəˈstôrər/






noun



1.
 
a person who repairs or renovates a building, work of art, etc., so as to return it to its original condition




•
 
an accomplished restorer of old furniture




•
 
the museum's art restorers.










2.
 
a person who brings back or re-establishes a previous right, practice, or situation




•
 
the military's attempts to present themselves as restorers of law and order.










3.
 
something that returns a person or thing to a former condition




•
 
a hair restorer




•
 
sleep is a great restorer of the exhausted nerves.




















restrain

 
/rəˈstrān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent (someone or something) from doing something; keep under control or within limits




•
 
he had to be 
restrained from

 walking out of the meeting




•
 (as 
adj.

 
restraining

 )
 
Cara put a restraining hand on his arm.










2.
 
prevent oneself from displaying or giving way to (a strong urge or emotion)




•
 
Amos had to restrain his impatience.










3.
 
deprive (someone) of freedom of movement or personal liberty




•
 
leg cuffs are used in the U.S. for restraining and transporting extremely violent and dangerous criminals.










4.
 
(of a seat belt) hold (a person or part of their body) down and back while in a vehicle seat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restrainable






adjective













2.
 
restrainer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
restreign-

 , stem of 
restreindre

 , from Latin 
restringere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
stringere

 ‘to tie, pull tight.’





restrained

 
/rəˈstrānd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by reserve or moderation; unemotional or dispassionate




•
 
he had restrained manners.










2.
 
(of color, clothes, decoration, etc.) understated and subtle; not excessively showy or ornate.




3.
 
kept under control; prevented from freedom of movement or action




•
 
a patch of land turned into a restrained wilderness.










4.
 
(of a person) held down and back in a vehicle seat by a seat belt.








II.
 
derivatives





restrainedly

 
/riˈstrānidlē /






adverb





















restraining order






noun




a temporary court order issued to prohibit an individual from carrying out a particular action, especially approaching or contacting a specified person.













restraint

 
/rəˈstrānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
restraints

 )
 — a measure or condition that keeps someone or something under control or within limits




•
 
decisions are made within the financial restraints of the budget.










2.
 
the action of keeping someone or something under control.




3.
 
deprivation or restriction of personal liberty or freedom of movement




•
 
he remained aggressive and required physical restraint.










4.
 
a device that limits or prevents freedom of movement




•
 
car safety restraints.










5.
 
unemotional, dispassionate, or moderate behavior; self-control




•
 
he urged the protesters to exercise restraint.










6.
 
understatement, especially of artistic expression




•
 
with strings and piano, all restraint vanished.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
restreinte

 , feminine past participle of 
restreindre

 ‘hold back’ (see restrain
 ).





restraint of trade






noun






[Law]

 action that interferes with free competition in a market.














restrict

 
/rəˈstrikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a limit on; keep under control




•
 
some roads may have to be closed at peak times to restrict the number of visitors.










2.
 
deprive (someone or something) of freedom of movement or action




•
 
cities can 
restrict

 groups of protesters 
from

 gathering on a residential street.










3.
 
(
restrict someone to

 )
 — limit someone to only doing or having (a particular thing) or staying in (a particular place)




•
 
I shall restrict myself to a single example.










4.
 
(
restrict something to

 )
 — limit something, especially an activity, to (a particular place, time, or category of people)




•
 
the zoological gardens were at first restricted to members and their guests.










5.
 
withhold (information) from general circulation or disclosure




•
 
at first the government tried to restrict news of our involvement in Vietnam.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
restrict-

 ‘confined, bound fast,’ from the verb 
restringere

 (see restrain
 ).





restricted

 
/rəˈstriktəd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
limited in extent, number, scope, or action




•
 
Western scientists had only restricted access to the site.










2.
 
(of a document or information) for limited circulation and not to be revealed to the public for reasons of national security.




3.
 


[Biology]

 (of a virus) unable to reproduce at its normal rate in certain hosts.




4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 (of DNA) subject to degradation by a restriction enzyme.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restrictedly






adverb













2.
 
restrictedness






noun





















restricted stock






noun




shares in a company issued to employees as part of their pay, but which cannot be fully transferred to them until certain conditions have been met




•
 
additional pay for senior executives will come in the form of restricted stock that they cannot cash until banks pay back the taxpayers with interest.



















restriction

 
/rəˈstrikSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
restrictions

 )


1.
 
a limiting condition or measure, especially a legal one




•
 
planning restrictions on commercial development.










2.
 
the limitation or control of someone or something, or the state of being limited or restricted




•
 
the restriction of local government power.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restrictionism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
restrictionist

 
/-nist /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
restrictio(n-)

 , from 
restringere

 ‘bind fast, confine’ (see restrict
 ).





restriction enzyme

 
restriction endonuclease






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme produced chiefly by certain bacteria, having the property of cleaving DNA molecules at or near a specific sequence of bases.













restriction fragment






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a fragment of a DNA molecule that has been cleaved by a restriction enzyme.













restriction fragment length polymorphism






noun






[Genetics]

 a variation in the length of restriction fragments produced by a given restriction enzyme in a sample of DNA. Such variation is used in forensic investigations and to map hereditary disease.













restrictive

 
/rəˈstriktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
imposing restrictions or limitations on someone's activities or freedom




•
 
a web of restrictive regulations.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a relative clause or descriptive phrase) serving to specify the particular instance or instances being mentioned.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
restrictively

 
/rəˈstriktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
restrictiveness






noun



















usage:

 What is the difference between the books that were on the table once belonged to my aunt and the books, which were on the table, once belonged to my aunt? In the first sentence, the speaker uses the relative clause to pick out specific books (i.e., the ones on the table) in contrast with all others. In the second sentence, the location of the books referred to is unaffected by the relative clause: the speaker merely offers the additional information that the books happened to be on the table. This distinction is between 
restrictive

 and 
nonrestrictive

 relative clauses. In speech, the difference is usually expressed by a difference in intonation. In writing, a 
restrictive

 relative clause is not set off by commas, and that is the preferred subject or object of the clause, although many writers use which and who or whom for such clauses. A 
nonrestrictive

 clause is set off within commas, and which, who, or whom, not that, is the relative pronoun to use as the subject or object of the verb of the clause. Without a comma, the clause in please ask any member of the staff who will be pleased to help is 
restrictive

 and therefore implies contrast with another set of staff who will not be pleased to help. It is almost certain that the appropriate intention of such a clause would be 
nonrestrictive

 —therefore, a comma is needed before 
who

 (. . . any member of the staff, who will be pleased . . .). For more details, see usage at that
 and which
 .





restrictive covenant

 
/rəˈstriktiv rēˈstriktiv ˈkəvənənt/






noun






[Law]

 a covenant imposing a restriction on the use of land so that the value and enjoyment of adjoining land will be preserved.













restring

 
/rēˈstriNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit new or different strings to (a musical instrument or sports racket).




2.
 
thread (objects such as beads) on a new string.













restroom

 
/ˈrestˌro͞om ˈrestˌro͝om /

 
rest room






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bathroom in a public building.













restructure

 
/rēˈstrək(t)SHər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
organize differently




•
 
a plan to strengthen and restructure the department




•
 (as 
noun

 
restructuring

 )
 
the restructuring of this wing of the Louvre.










2.
 


[Finance]

 convert (the debt of a business in difficulty) into another kind of debt, typically one that is repayable at a later time.













restructuring

 
/rēˈstrək(t)SHəriNG/






noun




a reorganization of a company with a view to achieving greater efficiency and profit, or to adapt to a changing market.













restudy

 
/ˌrēˈstədē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
study (something) again.








II.
 
noun




an instance of studying something again.













restyle





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈstīl /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rearrange or remake in a new shape or layout




•
 
Nick restyled Rebecca's hair.










2.
 
give a new designation to


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
the division has restyled the branch the Lovejoy Line.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēstīl /



1.
 
an instance of reshaping or rearranging something.




2.
 
a new shape or arrangement.













resubmit

 
/ˌrēsəbˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
submit (something, such as a plan, application, or resignation) again.








II.
 
derivatives





resubmission

 
/-ˈmiSHən /






noun





















resubscribe

 
/ˌrēsəbˈskrīb/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
renew a subscription to a publication or online service




•
 
I recently 
resubscribed to

 Netflix.




















result

 
/rəˈzəlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a consequence, effect, or outcome of something




•
 
the tower collapsed 
as a result of

 safety violations.










2.
 
an item of information obtained by experiment or some other scientific method; a quantity or formula obtained by calculation.




3.
 
(often 
results

 )
 — a final score, mark, or placing in a sporting event or examination.




4.
 
(often 
results

 )
 — a satisfactory or favorable outcome of an undertaking or contest




•
 
determination and persistence guarantee results.










5.
 
(usu. 
results

 )
 — the outcome of a business's trading over a given period, expressed as a statement of profit or loss




•
 
oil companies have reported markedly better results.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur or follow as the consequence of something




•
 
government unpopularity 
resulting from

 the state of the economy




•
 (as 
adj.

 
resulting

 )
 
talk of a general election and the resulting political uncertainty.










2.
 
(
result in

 )
 — have (a specified end or outcome)




•
 
talks in July had resulted in stalemate.














III.
 
phrases





without result






in vain




•
 
Danny had inquired about getting work, without result.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from medieval Latin 
resultare

 ‘to result,’ earlier in the sense ‘spring back,’ from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
saltare

 (frequentative of 
salire

 ‘to jump’). The noun dates from the early 17th cent.





resultant

 
/rəˈzəltnt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
occurring or produced as a result or consequence of something




•
 
restructuring and the resultant cost savings.














II.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a force, velocity, or other vector quantity that is equivalent to the combined effect of two or more component vectors acting at the same point.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the adjectival sense): from Latin 
resultant-

 ‘springing back,’ from the verb 
resultare

 (see result
 ). The noun sense dates from the early 19th cent.





resultative

 
/rəˈzəltədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




expressing, indicating, or relating to the outcome of an action.








II.
 
noun




a resultative verb, conjunction, or clause.













resume

 
/rəˈzo͞om/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
begin to do or pursue (something) again after a pause or interruption


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a day later normal service was resumed




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
hostilities had ceased and normal life had resumed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — begin speaking again after a pause or interruption




•
 
he sipped at the glass of water on the lectern and then resumed




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“As for Joe,” the major resumed, “I can't promise anything.”










3.
 
take, pick up, or put on again; return to the use of




•
 
the judge resumed his seat.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 variant spelling of résumé
 .








III.
 
derivatives





resumable

 
/rəˈzo͞oməb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
resumer

 or Latin 
resumere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
sumere

 ‘take.’






résumé

 
/ˈrezəˌmā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a brief account of a person’s education, qualifications, and previous experience, typically sent with a job application.




2.
 
a summary




•
 
I gave him a quick résumé of events.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘resumed,’ past participle (used as a noun) of 
résumer

 .





resumption

 
/rəˈzəm(p)SH(ə)n/






noun




the action of beginning something again after a pause or interruption




•
 
a resumption of meaningful negotiation.



















resupinate

 
/rēˈso͞opəˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf, flower, fruiting body, etc.) upside down.








II.
 
derivatives





resupination

 
/riˌso͞opəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
resupinatus

 ‘bent back,’ past participle of 
resupinare

 , based on 
supinus

 ‘lying on the back.’





resupply

 
/rēsəˈplī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide with a fresh supply




•
 
ships can be resupplied at a number of deepwater ports worldwide.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — acquire a fresh supply




•
 
phase two requires a period to regroup and resupply.














II.
 
noun




an act or instance of resupplying something or being resupplied.













resurface

 
/rēˈsərfəs/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put a new coating on or reform (a surface such as a road, a floor, or ice).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come back up to the surface




•
 
he resurfaced beside the boat.










3.
 
arise or become evident again




•
 
serious concerns about the welfare of animals eventually resurfaced.










4.
 
(of a person) come out of hiding or obscurity




•
 
he resurfaced under a false identity in Australia.



















resurgence

 
/rəˈsərjəns/






noun




an increase or revival after a period of little activity, popularity, or occurrence




•
 
a 
resurgence of

 interest in religion.




















resurgent

 
/rəˈsərjənt/





I.
 
adjective




increasing or reviving after a period of little activity, popularity, or occurrence




•
 
resurgent nationalism.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (earlier as a noun): from Latin 
resurgent-

 ‘rising again,’ from the verb 
resurgere

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
surgere

 ‘to rise.’





resurrect

 
/ˌrezəˈrekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (a dead person) to life




•
 
he was dead, but he was resurrected.










2.
 
revive the practice, use, or memory of (something); bring new vigor to




•
 
the deal collapsed and has yet to be resurrected.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: back-formation from resurrection
 .






resurrection

 
/ˌrezəˈrekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of resurrecting or being resurrected




•
 
the story of the resurrection of Osiris.










2.
 
(
the Resurrection

 )
 — (in Christian belief) Christ's rising from the dead.




3.
 
(
the Resurrection

 )
 — (in Christian belief) the rising of the dead at the Last Judgment.




4.
 
the revitalization or revival of something




•
 
the resurrection of the country under a charismatic leader




•
 
resurrections of long-forgotten scandals.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
resurrectio(n-)

 , from the verb 
resurgere

 ‘rise again’ (see resurgent
 ).





resurrection plant

 
/ˌrezəˈrekSHən ˌreZHəˈrekSHən plant/






noun




any of a number of plants that are able to survive drought, typically folding up when dry and unfolding when moistened, in particular

[● a fern of tropical and warm-temperate America (
Polypodium polypodioides

 , family 
Polypodiaceae

 ). ● a Californian club moss (
Selaginella lepidophylla

 , family 
Selaginellaceae

 ). ● the rose of Jericho.]













resurvey

 
/ˌrēsərˈvā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
survey (a district) again.




2.
 
redraw (a map) after surveying a district again.




3.
 
study or investigate again




•
 
the same people surveyed in 1992 will be resurveyed periodically.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/rēˈsərˌvā /



1.
 
an act of surveying a district or studying something again.













resuscitate

 
/rəˈsəsəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revive (someone) from unconsciousness or apparent death




•
 
an ambulance crew tried to resuscitate him.










2.
 
make (something such as an idea or enterprise) active or vigorous again




•
 
measures to resuscitate the ailing Japanese economy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
resuscitative

 
/rəˈsəsəˌtādiv /






adjective













2.
 
resuscitator

 
/rəˈsəsəˌtādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
resuscitat-

 ‘raised again,’ from the verb 
resuscitare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
suscitare

 ‘raise.’





resuscitation

 
/rəˌsəsəˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of reviving someone from unconsciousness or apparent death




•
 
paramedics were called and aggressive resuscitation was performed




•
 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.










2.
 
the action of making something active or vigorous again




•
 
resuscitation of bygone artistic styles.



















resveratrol

 
/ˌrezˈverəträl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polyphenol compound found in certain plants and in red wine that has antioxidant properties and has been investigated for possible anticarcinogenic effects.











– origin

 1930s: blend of resin
 and veratrum
 (the plant from which the compound was first obtained) + -ol
 .





ret

 
/ret/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
soak (flax or hemp) in water to soften it and separate the fibers.











– origin

 late Middle English: related to Dutch 
reten

 , also to rot
 .





ret.






abbreviation




retired.













retable

 
/rəˈtāb(ə)l rēˈtāb(ə)l /

 
retablo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frame or shelf enclosing decorated panels or revered objects above and behind an altar.




2.
 
a painting or other image above and behind an altar.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
rétable

 , from Spanish 
retablo

 , from medieval Latin 
retrotabulum

 ‘rear table,’ from Latin 
retro

 ‘backward’ + 
tabula

 ‘table.’





retag

 
/ˌrēˈtaɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign or apply a new tag to.













retail

 
/ˈrēˌtāl/





I.
 
noun




the sale of goods to the public in relatively small quantities for use or consumption rather than for resale


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the product's retail price.














II.
 
adverb




being sold by retail




•
 
it is not yet available retail.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/ /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 

/ˈrēˌtāl /

 — sell (goods) to the public by retail




•
 
the difficulties in retailing the new products.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
retail at/for

 )
 — (of goods) be sold by retail for (a specified price)




•
 
the product retails for around $20.










3.
 

/ˌrēˈtāl /

 — recount or relate details of (a story or event) to others




•
 
his inimitable way of retailing a diverting anecdote.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
retaille

 ‘a piece cut off,’ from 
retaillier

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
tailler

 ‘to cut.’





retail bank





I.
 
noun




a bank offering banking services to consumers and small businesses, as opposed to one dealing with large corporations and financial institutions




•
 
one of the strongest retail banks in Japan.














II.
 
derivatives





retail banking






noun





















retailer

 
/ˈrētālər/






noun



1.
 
a person or business that sells goods to the public in relatively small quantities for use or consumption rather than for resale




•
 
the big supermarkets have forced many independent retailers out of business




•
 
Europe's biggest fashion retailer.










2.
 
a person who relates the details of a story or incident to others




•
 
as a writer I see myself as a retailer of Big Ideas.



















retail park






noun




a shopping development situated outside a town or city, typically containing a number of large chain stores.













retail politics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 (in the US) a style of political campaigning in which the candidate attends local events in order to target voters on a small-scale or individual basis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: first referring to the practice of paying for votes.





retail therapy






noun






‹humorous›

 shopping in order to make oneself feel happier.














retain

 
/rəˈtān/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
continue to have (something); keep possession of




•
 
built in 1830, the house retains many of its original features.










2.
 
not abolish, discard, or alter




•
 
the rights of defendants must be retained.










3.
 
keep in one's memory




•
 
I retained a few French words and phrases.










4.
 
absorb and continue to hold (a substance)




•
 
limestone is known to retain water.










5.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
retaining

 )
 — keep (something) in place; hold fixed




•
 
remove the retaining bar.










6.
 
keep (someone) engaged in one's service




•
 
he has been retained as a freelance.










7.
 
secure the services of (a person, especially an attorney) with a preliminary payment




•
 
retain an attorney to handle the client's business.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retainability

 
/riˌtānəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
retainable






adjective













3.
 
retainment






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
retenir

 , from Latin 
retinere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
tenere

 ‘hold.’





retainer

 
/rəˈtānər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that holds something in place




•
 
a guitar string retainer.










2.
 
an appliance for keeping a loose tooth, an orthodontic prosthesis, or orthodontically aligned teeth in place.




3.
 
a fee paid in advance to someone, especially an attorney, in order to secure or keep their services when required.




4.
 
a servant or follower of a noble or wealthy person, especially one that has worked for a person or family for a long time.













retaining fee

 
/rəˈtāniNG rēˈtāniNG fē/






noun




another term for retainer
 (
sense

 2).













retaining wall

 
/rəˈtāniNG rēˈtāniNG wôl/






noun




a wall that holds back earth or water.














retake





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈtāk /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take again, in particular




2.
 
take (a test or examination) again after a failure or irregularity




•
 
Dan had to retake his driving test.










3.
 
regain possession or control of




•
 
in 799, the Moors retook Barcelona.










4.
 
reshoot (a movie sequence or photograph) or rerecord (a piece of music).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌtāk /



1.
 
a thing that is retaken, especially a test or examination.




2.
 
an instance of filming a scene, taking a photograph, or recording a piece of music again.













retaliate

 
/rəˈtalēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make an attack or assault in return for a similar attack




•
 
the blow stung and she retaliated immediately.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 repay (an injury or insult) in kind




•
 
they used their abilities to retaliate the injury.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retaliative

 
/riˈtalēˌātiv, -ēətiv /






adjective













2.
 
retaliator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
retaliat-

 ‘returned in kind,’ from the verb 
retaliare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
talis

 ‘such.’





retaliation

 
/rəˌtalēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of returning a military attack; counterattack




•
 
the bombings are believed to be 
in retaliation for

 the trial of 15 suspects.










2.
 
the action of harming someone because they have harmed oneself; revenge




•
 
protectionism invites retaliation.



















retaliatory

 
/rəˈtalēəˌtôrē/






adjective




(of an action) characterized by a desire for revenge




•
 
fears of a retaliatory attack by the victim's friends.




















retard





I.
 
verb

 — 
/riˈtärd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
delay or hold back in terms of progress, development, or accomplishment




•
 
his progress was retarded by his limp.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌtärd /



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a mentally handicapped person (often used as a general term of abuse).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retarder

 
/rəˈtärdər /






noun













2.
 
retardment






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
retarder

 , from Latin 
retardare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
tardus

 ‘slow.’





retardant

 
/rəˈtärd(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of a synthetic or treated fabric or substance) not readily susceptible to fire




•
 
fire-retardant polymers.














II.
 
noun




a fabric or substance that prevents or inhibits something, especially the outbreak of fire.








III.
 
derivatives





retardancy

 
/-ˈtärdnsē /






noun





















retardataire

 
/riˌtärdəˈter/





I.
 
adjective




(of a work of art or architecture) executed in an earlier or outdated style.











– origin

 French.





retardate

 
/rəˈtärˌdāt/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 a mentally handicapped person.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
retardat-

 ‘slowed down,’ from the verb 
retardare

 (see retard
 ).





retardation

 
/ˌrēˌtärˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of delaying or slowing the progress or development of something




•
 
the goals of treatment include retardation of disease progression.



















retarded

 
/rəˈtärdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹offensive›

 less advanced in mental, physical, or social development than is usual for one's age.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 very foolish or stupid




•
 
in retrospect, it was a totally retarded idea.

















usage:

 In the sense ‘less advanced in development than is usual for one's age,’ 
retarded

 dates from the late 19th century. It has acquired offensive connotations in recent decades, and terms such as 
developmentally disabled

 or 
having intellectual disabilities

 are now preferred in many contexts.





retch

 
/reCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the sound and movement of vomiting.




2.
 
vomit.








II.
 
noun




a movement or sound of vomiting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of dialect 
reach

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘spittle.’





retcon

 
/ˈretkän/





I.
 
noun




(in a film, television series, or other fictional work) a piece of new information that imposes a different interpretation on previously described events, typically used to facilitate a dramatic plot shift or account for an inconsistency




•
 
we're given a retcon for Wilf's absence from Donna's wedding in ‘The Runaway Bride’: he had Spanish Flu.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
revise (an aspect of a fictional work) retrospectively, typically by introducing a piece of new information that imposes a different interpretation on previously described events




•
 
I think fans get more upset when characters act blatantly out of established type, or when things get retconned.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
retroactive continuity

 .





retd

 
ret.






abbreviation




retired (used after the name of a retired armed forces officer or in recording that a sports player retired from a game).














rete

 
/ˈrēdē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an elaborate network of blood vessels or nerve cells.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘net.’





retell

 
/ˌrēˈtel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell (a story) again or differently




•
 
Walker retells the history of the world from the black perspective.



















retention

 
/rəˈten(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the continued possession, use, or control of something




•
 
the retention of direct control by central government.










2.
 
the fact of keeping something in one's memory




•
 
the children's retention of facts.










3.
 
the action of absorbing and continuing to hold a substance




•
 
the soil's retention of moisture.










4.
 
failure to eliminate a substance from the body




•
 
eating too much salt can lead to fluid retention.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the power to retain something): from Old French, from Latin 
retentio(n-)

 , from 
retinere

 ‘hold back’ (see retain
 ).





retentive

 
/rəˈten(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's memory) having the ability to remember facts and impressions easily.




2.
 
(of a substance) able to absorb and hold moisture.




3.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 serving to keep something in place.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retentively






adverb













2.
 
retentiveness

 
/rəˈten(t)ivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
retentif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
retentivus

 , from 
retent-

 ‘held back,’ from the verb 
retinere

 (see retain
 ).





retentivity

 
/ˌrēˌtenˈtivətē, ri-/






noun






[Physics]

 the ability of a substance to retain or resist magnetization, frequently measured as the strength of the magnetic field that remains in a sample after removal of an inducing field.













retest





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈtest /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
test (someone or something) again.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrētest /



1.
 
an act of retesting or a repeated test




•
 
he was freed on bond days after the retest and now is seeking a pardon.



















retexture

 
/rēˈteksCHər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (skin or hair) so as to restore a healthy or more youthful condition, especially by moisturizing.













rethink





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈTHiNGk /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think again about (something such as a policy or course of action), especially in order to make changes to it




•
 
the government was forced to rethink its plans




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I've had to rethink.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌTHiNGk /
 [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a reassessment of something, especially one that results in changes being made




•
 
a last-minute rethink of their tactics.



















retia

 
/ˈrēdēə ˈrādēə/






plural form of rete
 .









retiarius

 
/ˌrēSHēˈerēəs/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Roman gladiator armed with a net and a spear.











– origin

 Latin, from 
rete

 ‘net.’





reticent

 
/ˈredəsənt/





I.
 
adjective




not revealing one's thoughts or feelings readily




•
 
she was extremely reticent about her personal affairs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reticence

 
/ˈredəsəns /






noun













2.
 
reticently

 
/ˈredəs(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
reticent-

 ‘remaining silent,’ from the verb 
reticere

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
tacere

 ‘be silent.’






reticle

 
/ˈredək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a series of fine lines or fibers in the eyepiece of an optical device, such as a telescope or microscope, or on the screen of an oscilloscope, used as a measuring scale or an aid in locating objects.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
reticulum

 ‘net.’





reticula

 
/rəˈtikyələ/






plural form of reticulum
 .









reticular formation

 
/rəˌtikyələr fôrˈmāSH(ə)n /

 
reticular activating system






noun






[Anatomy]

 a diffuse network of nerve pathways in the brainstem connecting the spinal cord, cerebrum, and cerebellum, and mediating the overall level of consciousness.













reticulate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈtikyəˌlāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 divide or mark (something) in such a way as to resemble a net or network




•
 
the numerous canals and branches of the river reticulate the flat alluvial plain.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/rəˈtikyələt rəˈtikyəlāt /



1.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 reticulated.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
reticulatus

 ‘reticulated,’ from 
reticulum

 (see reticulum
 ).






reticulated

 
/rəˈtikyəˌlādəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
constructed, arranged, or marked like a net or network




•
 
a pinafore of a finely reticulated pattern.










2.
 
(of porcelain) having a pattern of interlacing lines, especially of pierced work, forming a net or web.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 relating to or denoting a style of decorated tracery characterized by circular shapes drawn at top and bottom into ogees, resulting in a netlike framework.













reticulated python






noun




a very large Asian python patterned with dark patches outlined in black. It is the longest snake at up to 36 feet (11 m).

[
Python reticulatus

 , family 
Pythonidae

 .]













reticulation

 
/rəˌtikyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a pattern or arrangement of interlacing lines resembling a net




•
 
the fish should have a blue back with white reticulation.










2.
 


[Photography]

 the formation of a network of wrinkles or cracks in a photographic emulsion.













reticule

 
/ˈredəˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a woman's small handbag, originally netted and typically having a drawstring and decorated with embroidery or beading.




2.
 
variant spelling of reticle
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
réticule

 , from Latin 
reticulum

 (see reticulum
 ).





reticulin

 
/rəˈtikyələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a structural protein resembling collagen, present in connective tissue as a network of fine fibers, especially around muscle and nerve fibers.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
reticular

 (see reticulum
 ) + -in
 1
 .





reticulocyte

 
/rəˈtikyələˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 an immature red blood cell without a nucleus, having a granular or reticulated appearance when suitably stained.











– origin

 1920s: from reticulated
 + -cyte
 .






reticuloendothelial

 
/rəˌtikyəlōˌendōˈTHēlēəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting a diverse system of fixed and circulating phagocytic cells (macrophages and monocytes) involved in the immune response. They are spread throughout the body and are especially common in the liver, spleen, and lymphatic system.

Also called lymphoreticular
 .











– origin

 1920s: from reticulum
 + 
endothelial

 (see endothelium
 ).





reticuloendotheliosis

 
/rəˌtikyəlōˌendōˌTHēlēˈōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 overgrowth of some part of the reticuloendothelial system, causing isolated swelling of the bone marrow and in severe cases the destruction of the bones of the skull.














reticulum

 
/rəˈtikyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine network or netlike structure.

See also endoplasmic reticulum
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the second stomach of a ruminant, having a honeycomblike structure, receiving food from the rumen and passing it to the omasum.








II.
 
derivatives





reticular

 
/rəˈtikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
rete

 ‘net.’





Reticulum

 
/rəˈtikyələm /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small southern constellation (the Net), between Dorado and Hydrus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Reticuli

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Reticuli.













– origin

 Latin, diminutive of 
rete

 ‘net.’





retie

 
/ˌrēˈtī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tie (something) again.













retiform

 
/ˈredəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 netlike.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
rete

 ‘net’ + -iform.






retina

 
/ˈretnə/





I.
 
noun




a layer at the back of the eyeball containing cells that are sensitive to light and that trigger nerve impulses that pass via the optic nerve to the brain, where a visual image is formed.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
rete

 ‘net.’





Retin-A

 
/ˈretn ˈā/






noun






‹trademark›

 a brand of tretinoin, used in the topical treatment of acne and to reduce wrinkles.













retinal

 
/ˈretn(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
relating to the retina




•
 
loss of vision due to retinal detachment.










2.
 
relating to a biometric method of identifying individuals from the unique patterns of blood vessels in the retina




•
 
a retinal scanner.



















retinal scanner






noun




a biometric device that scans a person's or animal's retina in infrared for identification purposes.













retinitis

 
/ˌretnˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the retina of the eye.













retinitis pigmentosa

 
/ˌpiɡmənˈtōsə, -zə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic hereditary eye disease characterized by black pigmentation and gradual degeneration of the retina.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
pigmentosa

 , feminine of Latin 
pigmentosus

 , from 
pigmentum

 ‘pigment.’





retinoblastoma

 
/ˌretnōˌblaˈstōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a rare malignant tumor of the retina, affecting young children.













retinoic acid

 
/ˌretnˌōik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun




a carboxylic acid, C19
 H27
 COOH, obtained from retinol by oxidation and used in ointments to treat acne.











– origin

 1970s: from 
retina

 .





retinoid

 
/ˈretnˌoid/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of compounds having effects in the body like those of vitamin A.














retinol

 
/ˈretnäl ˈretnôl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a yellow compound found in green and yellow vegetables, egg yolk, and fish-liver oil. It is essential for growth and vision in dim light.

Also called vitamin A
 . [A carotenoid alcohol; chem. formula: C20
 H29
 OH.]











– origin

 1960s: from retina
 + -ol
 .





retinopathy

 
/ˌretnˈäpəTHē/






noun






[Medicine]

 disease of the retina that results in impairment or loss of vision.













retinue

 
/ˈretnˌ(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a group of advisers, assistants, or others accompanying an important person.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
retenue

 , feminine past participle (used as a noun) of 
retenir

 ‘keep back, retain.’





retire

 
/rəˈtī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — leave one's job and cease to work, typically upon reaching the normal age for leaving employment




•
 
he 
retired from

 the navy in 1966.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — compel (an employee) to leave their job, especially before they have reached the normal age for leaving employment




•
 
the home office retired him.










3.
 
(of an athlete) cease to play competitively




•
 
he retired from football several years ago.










4.
 
(of an athlete) withdraw from a race or match, typically as a result of accident or injury




•
 
he was forced to retire to the bench




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
Stewart retired hurt.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 put out (a batter); cause (a side) to end a turn at bat




•
 
the pitcher retired twelve batters in a row.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Economics]

 withdraw (a bill or note) from circulation or currency.




7.
 


[Finance]

 pay off or cancel (a debt)




•
 
the debt is to be retired from state gaming-tax receipts.










8.
 
withdraw to or from a particular place




•
 
she retired into the bathroom with her toothbrush.










9.
 
(of a military force) retreat from an enemy or an attacking position




•
 
lack of numbers compelled the cavalry to retire.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — order (a military force) to retreat




•
 
the general retired all his troops.










11.
 
(of a jury) leave the courtroom to decide the verdict of a trial.




12.
 
go to bed




•
 
everyone retired early that night.














II.
 
derivatives





retirer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘withdraw (to a place of safety or seclusion)’): from French 
retirer

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
tirer

 ‘draw.’





retiré

 
/rəˌtēˈrā/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a movement in which one leg is bent and raised at right angles to the body until the toe is in line with the knee of the supporting leg.











– origin

 French, literally ‘drawn back.’





retired

 
/rəˈtī(ə)rd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having left one's job and ceased to work




•
 
a retired teacher.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a place) quiet and secluded; not seen or frequented by many people




•
 
this retired corner of the world.










3.
 
(of a person's way of life) quiet and involving little contact with other people.




4.
 
(of a person) reserved; uncommunicative.








II.
 
derivatives





retiredness

 
/rəˈtīrdnəs /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›























retiree

 
/rəˌtīəˈrē/






noun




a person who has retired from employment




•
 
retirees with large pensions.



















retirement

 
/rəˈtī(ə)rmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of leaving one's job and ceasing to work




•
 
a man nearing retirement




•
 
the library has seen a large number of retirements this year.










2.
 
the period of one's life after leaving one's job and ceasing to work




•
 
he spent much of his retirement traveling in Europe.










3.
 
the action or fact of ceasing to play a sport competitively.




4.
 
the withdrawal of a jury from the courtroom to decide their verdict.




5.
 
the period of time during which a jury decides their verdict




•
 
a three-hour retirement.










6.
 
seclusion




•
 
he lived in retirement in Miami.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 a secluded or private place




•
 
Vermont, where he has a sweet country retirement.



















retirement age






noun




the age at which most people normally retire from work, traditionally specified as age 65.













retirement home






noun



1.
 
a house or apartment in which a person lives in old age, especially one in a complex designed for the needs of old people.




2.
 
an institution for elderly people needing care.













retiring

 
/rəˈtī(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




shy and fond of being on one's own




•
 
a retiring, acquiescent woman.














II.
 
derivatives





retiringly






adverb





















retiring collection






noun




a collectiion of donations from people as they leave an event, typically for a charity or to cover the expenses of performers or speakers at the event itself.













retook

 
/rēˈto͝ok/






past of retake
 .









retool

 
/rēˈto͞ol/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
equip (a factory) with new or adapted tools.




2.
 
adapt or alter (someone or something) to make them more useful or suitable




•
 
he likes to retool the old stories to make them relevant for today's kids




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
perhaps one can even 
retool for

 the afterlife.



















retort1


 
/rəˈtôrt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something in answer to a remark or accusation, typically in a sharp, angry, or wittily incisive manner


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“No need to be rude,” retorted Isabel




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he retorted that this was nonsense




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I resisted the urge to retort.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 repay (an insult or injury)




•
 
it was now his time to retort the humiliation.










3.
 
turn (an insult or accusation) back on the person who has issued it




•
 
he was resolute to retort the charge of treason on his foes.










4.
 
use (an opponent's argument) against them




•
 
the answer they make to us may very easily be retorted.














II.
 
noun




a sharp, angry, or wittily incisive reply to a remark




•
 
she opened her mouth to make a suitably cutting retort.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘hurl back (an accusation or insult)’): from Latin 
retort-

 ‘twisted back, cast back,’ from the verb 
retorquere

 , from 
re-

 ‘in return’ + 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





retort2


 
/rəˈtôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a container or furnace for carrying out a chemical process on a large or industrial scale.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a glass container with a long neck, used in distilling liquids and other chemical operations.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heat in a retort in order to separate or purify




•
 
the raw shale is retorted at four crude oil works.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
retorte

 , from medieval Latin 
retorta

 , feminine past participle of 
retorquere

 ‘twist back’ (with reference to the long recurved neck of the laboratory container).





retouch

 
/rēˈtəCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
improve or repair (a painting, a photograph, makeup, etc.) by making slight additions or alterations.








II.
 
derivatives





retoucher






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from French 
retoucher

 .





retrace

 
/rēˈtrās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go back over (the same route that one has just taken)




•
 
he began to 
retrace his steps

 to the parking lot.










2.
 
discover and follow (a route or course taken by someone else)




•
 
I've tried to retrace some of her movements.










3.
 
trace (something) back to its source or beginning




•
 
I wanted to retrace a particular evolutionary pathway.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
retracer

 .






retract

 
/rəˈtrakt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
draw or be drawn back or back in


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she retracted her hand as if she'd been burned




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the tentacle retracted quickly.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — withdraw (a statement or accusation) as untrue or unjustified




•
 
he retracted his allegations.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — withdraw or go back on (an undertaking or promise)




•
 
the parish council was forced to retract a previous resolution.














II.
 
derivatives





retractive

 
/-tiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
retract-

 ‘drawn back,’ from the verb 
retrahere

 (from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
trahere

 ‘drag’); the senses ‘withdraw (a statement)’ and ‘go back on’ via Old French from 
retractare

 ‘reconsider’ (based on 
trahere

 ‘drag’).





retractable

 
/rəˈtraktəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
able to be drawn back or back in




•
 
a stadium with a retractable roof




•
 
the tigers have retractable claws.










2.
 
(of a statement or accusation) able to be withdrawn




•
 
the agreement was not retractable.



















retractile

 
/rəˈtraktəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 capable of being retracted




•
 
a long retractile proboscis.














II.
 
derivatives





retractility

 
/rəˌtrakˈtilədē rēˌtrakˈtilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from retract
 , on the pattern of 
contractile

 .





retraction

 
/rəˈtrakSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of drawing something back or back in




•
 
prey are grasped between the jaws upon tongue retraction.










2.
 
a withdrawal of a statement, accusation, or undertaking




•
 
he issued a retraction of his allegations.




















retractor

 
/rəˈtraktər/






noun



1.
 
a device for retracting something




•
 
seat belts with automatic retractors.










2.
 
(also 
retractor muscle

 )
 — 

[chiefly Zoology]

 a muscle serving to retract a part of the body.

Compare with protractor
 .













retrain

 
/rēˈtrān/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
teach (someone) new skills, especially so that they can do a different job.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — learn new skills, especially so as to be able to do a different job




•
 
a workforce which is willing to retrain.



















retranslate

 
/rēˈtranslāt rēˈtranzlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
translate (a translation) back into its original language.








II.
 
derivatives





retranslation

 
/ˈˌrēˌtranzˈlāSHən /






noun





















retransmit

 
/ˌrētranˈsmit ˌrētranzˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit (data, a radio signal, or a broadcast program) again or on to another receiver.








II.
 
derivatives





retransmission

 
/ˈˌrēˌtranˈsmiSHən /






noun





















retread





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈtred /



1.
 
(
past

 retrod; 
past participle

 retrodden) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — go back over (a path or one's steps)




•
 
they never retread the same ground.










2.
 
(
past

 and 
past participle

 retreaded) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — put a new tread on (a worn tire).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌtred /



1.
 
a tire that has been given a new tread.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person retrained for new work or recalled for service.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a superficially altered version of an original




•
 
a retread of the 30s romantic comedy.



















retreat

 
/rəˈtrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an army) withdraw from enemy forces as a result of their superior power or after a defeat




•
 
the French retreated in disarray.










2.
 
move back or withdraw




•
 
it becomes so hot that the lizards retreat into the shade




•
 
a series of trenches which filled with water when the ice retreated




•
 (as 
adj.

 
retreating

 )
 
the sound of retreating footsteps.










3.
 
withdraw to a quiet or secluded place




•
 
after the funeral he retreated to the shore.










4.
 
change one's decisions, plans, or attitude, as a result of criticism from others




•
 
his proposals were clearly unreasonable and he was soon forced to retreat.










5.
 
(of shares of stock) decline in value


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
shares retreated 32 points to 653 points.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chess]

 move (a piece) back from a forward or threatened position on the board.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of moving back or withdrawing




•
 
a speedy retreat




•
 
the army was 
in retreat

 .










2.
 
an act of changing one's decisions, plans, or attitude, especially as a result of criticism from others




•
 
the unions made a retreat from their earlier position.










3.
 
a decline in the value of shares of stock.




4.
 
a signal for a military force to withdraw




•
 
the bugle sounded a retreat.










5.
 
a military musical ceremony carried out at sunset, originating in the playing of drums and bugles to tell soldiers to return to camp for the night.




6.
 
a quiet or secluded place in which one can rest and relax




•
 
their mountain retreat in New Hampshire.










7.
 
a period of seclusion for the purposes of prayer and meditation




•
 
the bishop is away on his annual retreat




•
 
before his ordination he 
went on retreat

 .














III.
 
phrases





beat a retreat






see beat
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
retret

 (noun), 
retraiter

 (verb), from Latin 
retrahere

 ‘pull back’ (see retract
 ).





retrench

 
/rəˈtren(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a company, government, or individual) reduce costs or spending in response to economic difficulty




•
 
as a result of the recession the company retrenched




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
if people are forced to retrench their expenditure trade will suffer.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 reduce or diminish (something) in extent or quantity




•
 
right-wing parties which seek to retrench the welfare state.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the now formal usage): from obsolete French 
retrencher

 , variant of 
retrancher

 , from 
re-

 (expressing reversal) + 
trancher

 ‘to cut, slice.’





retrenchment

 
/rēˈtren(t)SHmənt/






noun



1.
 
the reduction of costs or spending in response to economic difficulty




•
 
this period of retrenchment will see companies shed staff




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
closures and retrenchments have become the order of the day.










2.
 


‹formal›

 reduction in the extent or quantity of something




•
 
the retrenchment of the welfare state.



















retrial

 
/rēˈtrīəl ˈrēˌtrīəl/






noun






[Law]

 a second or further trial.













retribution

 
/ˌretrəˈbyo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




punishment inflicted on someone as vengeance for a wrong or criminal act




•
 
employees asked not to be named, saying they feared retribution




•
 
Minos threatened war against Athens 
in retribution for

 his son's death




•
 
divine retribution.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retributive

 
/rəˈtribyədiv /






adjective













2.
 
retributory

 
/riˈtribyəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘recompense for merit or a service’): from late Latin 
retributio(n-)

 , from 
retribut-

 ‘assigned again,’ from the verb 
retribuere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
tribuere

 ‘assign.’





retributive justice






noun




a system of criminal justice based on the punishment of offenders rather than on rehabilitation.













retrieval

 
/rəˈtrēvəl/






noun



1.
 
the process of getting something back from somewhere




•
 
the investigation was completed after the retrieval of plane wreckage.










2.
 
the obtaining or consulting of material stored in a computer system.













retrieve

 
/rəˈtrēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
get or bring (something) back; regain possession of




•
 
I was sent to retrieve the balls from his garden




•
 
Steven stooped and retrieved his hat.










2.
 
(of a dog) find and bring back (game or an object).




3.
 
bring (something) back into one's mind




•
 
the police hope to encourage him to retrieve forgotten memories.










4.
 
find or extract (information stored in a computer).




5.
 
put right or improve (an unwelcome situation)




•
 
he made one last desperate attempt to retrieve the situation.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — reel or bring in a fishing line.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of retrieving something, especially game that has been shot.




2.
 
an act of reeling or drawing in a fishing line.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the possibility of recovery




•
 
he ruined himself 
beyond retrieve

 .














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retrievability

 
/riˌtrēvəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
retrievable

 
/rəˈtrēvəbəl rēˈtrēvəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘find lost game,’ said of a hunting dog): from Old French 
retroeve-

 , stressed stem of 
retrover

 ‘find again.’





retriever

 
/rəˈtrēvər/






noun



1.
 
a dog of a breed used for retrieving game.




2.
 
a person or thing that retrieves something.













retro1


 
/ˈretrō/





I.
 
adjective




imitative of a style, fashion, or design from the recent past




•
 
retro 60s fashions.














II.
 
noun




clothes or music whose style or design is imitative of those of the recent past




•
 
a look that mixes Italian casual wear and American retro.

















– origin

 1960s: from French 
rétro

 , abbreviation of 
rétrograde

 ‘retrograde.’





retro2


 
/ˈretrō/






noun




short for retrorocket
 .














retro-

 
/ˈretrō/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting action that is directed backward or is reciprocal




•
 
retrocede




•
 
retroject.










2.
 
denoting location behind




•
 
retrosternal




•
 
retrochoir.

















– origin

 from Latin 
retro

 ‘backward.’






retroactive

 
/ˌretrōˈaktiv/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of legislation) taking effect from a date in the past




•
 
a big retroactive tax increase.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
retroaction

 
/ˌretrōˈakSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
retroactivity

 
/ˌretrōˌakˈtivədē /






noun





















retroactive inhibition






noun






[Psychology]

 the tendency of later learning to hinder the memory of previously learned material.













retroactively

 
/ˌretrōˈaktivlē/






adverb




with effect from a date in the past




•
 
the new rates will apply retroactively from January 1.



















retrobulbar

 
/ˌretrōˈbəlbər, -ˌbär/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 situated or occurring behind the eyeball




•
 
a retrobulbar abscess.



















retrocede

 
/ˌretrəˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 cede (territory) back again




•
 
the islands were thrice captured by the English and thrice retroceded to France.














II.
 
derivatives





retrocession

 
/ˌretrəˈseSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
rétrocéder

 .





retrochoir

 
/ˈretrōˌkwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




the interior of a cathedral or large church behind the high altar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
retrochorus

 (see retro-
 , choir
 ).





retrod

 
/rēˈträd/






past of retread
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb).









retrodden

 
/rēˈträdn/






past participle of retread
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb).









retrodict

 
/ˌretrōˈdikt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
state a fact about the past based on inference or deduction, rather than evidence.








II.
 
derivatives





retrodiction






noun



















– origin

 1940s: on the pattern of 
predict

 .





retrofit

 
/ˌretrōˈfit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (a component or accessory) to something that did not have it when manufactured




•
 
drivers who retrofit catalysts to older cars.










2.
 
provide (something) with a component or accessory not fitted to it during manufacture




•
 
buses have been retrofitted with easy-access features.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of adding a component or accessory to something that did not have it when manufactured.




2.
 
a component or accessory added to something after manufacture.











– origin

 1950s: blend of retroactive
 and refit
 .






retroflex

 
/ˈretrəˌfleks /

 
retroflexed





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 turned backward




•
 
retroflex fibers.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 
[Phonetics]

 pronounced with the tip of the tongue curled up toward the hard palate




•
 
the retroflex /r/.














II.
 
derivatives





retroflexion

 
/ˌretrəˈflekSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
retroflex-

 ‘bent backward,’ from the verb 
retroflectere

 , from 
retro

 ‘backward’ + 
flectere

 ‘to bend.’





retrofuturism

 
/ˌretrōˈfyo͞oCHəˌrizm/





I.
 
noun




the use of a style or aesthetic considered futuristic in an earlier era.








II.
 
derivatives





retrofuturistic






adjective






















retrogradation

 
/ˌretrōɡrāˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 the apparent temporary reverse motion of a planet (from east to west), resulting from the relative orbital progress of the earth and the planet.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 the orbiting or rotation of a planet or planetary satellite in a reverse direction from that normal in the solar system.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
retrogradatio(n)-

 (see retro-
 , gradation
 ).






retrograde

 
/ˈretrəˌɡrād/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
directed or moving backward




•
 
a retrograde flow.










2.
 
reverting to an earlier and inferior condition




•
 
to go back on the progress that has been made would be a retrograde step.










3.
 
(of the order of something) reversed; inverse




•
 
the retrograde form of these inscriptions.










4.
 
(of amnesia) involving the period immediately preceding the causal event.




5.
 


[Geology]

 (of a metamorphic change) resulting from a decrease in temperature or pressure.




6.
 


[Astronomy]

 
[Astrology]

 (of the apparent motion of a planet) in a reverse direction from normal (from east to west), resulting from the relative orbital progress of the earth and the planet.

The opposite of prograde
 .




7.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of the orbit or rotation of a planet or planetary satellite) in a reverse direction from that normal in the solar system.








II.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a degenerate person.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 go back in position or time




•
 
our history must retrograde for the space of a few pages.










2.
 
revert to an earlier and usually inferior condition




•
 
people cannot habitually trample on law and justice without retrograding toward barbarism.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 show retrogradation




•
 
all the planets will at some time appear to retrograde.














IV.
 
derivatives





retrogradely






adverb




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in astronomy): from Latin 
retrogradus

 , from 
retro

 ‘backward’ + 
gradus

 ‘step’ (from 
gradi

 ‘to walk’).





retrogress

 
/ˌretrəˈɡres/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go back to an earlier state, typically a worse one




•
 
she retrogressed to the starting point of her rehabilitation.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from retro-
 ‘back,’ on the pattern of the verb 
progress

 .





retrogression

 
/ˌretrəˈɡreSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of returning to an earlier state, typically a worse one




•
 
a kind of extreme retrogression to 19th-century attitudes.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 another term for retrogradation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





retrogressive

 
/ˌretrəˈɡresiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from retro-
 ‘backward,’ on the pattern of 
progression

 .





retroject

 
/ˌretrəˈjekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 project backward




•
 
the rabbinic interpretation is retrojected into the biblical text.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from retro-
 ‘backward,’ on the pattern of the verb 
project

 .





retrolental fibroplasia

 
/retrəˌlen(t)l fībrəˈplāZHə/






noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal proliferation of fibrous tissue immediately behind the lens of the eye, leading to blindness. It affected many premature babies in the 1950s, owing to the excessive administration of oxygen.













retronym

 
/ˈretrōnim/





I.
 
noun




a new term created from an existing word in order to distinguish it from the meaning that has emerged through progress or technological development (e.g., 
cloth diaper

 is a retronym necessitated by the fact that 
diaper

 now more commonly refers to a disposable diaper).











– origin

 1980s: blend of retro-
 and -onym
 .





retroperitoneal

 
/ˌretrōˌperətnˈēəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 situated or occurring behind the peritoneum.













retroreflector

 
/ˌretrōrəˈflektər/





I.
 
noun




a device that reflects light back along the incident path, irrespective of the angle of incidence.








II.
 
derivatives





retroreflective

 
/-ˈflektiv /






adjective






















retrorocket

 
/ˈretrōˌräkit/






noun




a small auxiliary rocket on a spacecraft or missile, fired in the direction of travel to slow the craft down, for example, when landing on the surface of a planet.













retrorse

 
/rəˈtrôrs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 turned or pointing backward




•
 
retrorse spines.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
retrorsus

 , contraction of 
retroversus

 , from 
retro

 ‘backward’ + 
versus

 ‘turned’ (past participle of 
vertere

 ).






retrospect

 
/ˈretrəˌspekt/





I.
 
noun




a survey or review of a past course of events or period of time.








II.
 
phrases





in retrospect






when looking back on a past event or situation; with hindsight




•
 
perhaps, in retrospect, I shouldn't have gone.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from retro-
 ‘back,’ on the pattern of the noun 
prospect

 .





retrospection

 
/ˌretrəˈspekSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of looking back on or reviewing past events or situations, especially those in one's own life




•
 
he was disinclined to indulge in retrospection.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from retrospect
 (used as a verb).





retrospective

 
/ˌretrəˈspektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
looking back on or dealing with past events or situations




•
 
our survey was retrospective.










2.
 
(of an exhibition or compilation) showing the development of an artist's work over a period of time.




3.
 
(of a statute or legal decision) taking effect from a date in the past




•
 
retrospective pay awards.














II.
 
noun




an exhibition or compilation showing the development of the work of a particular artist over a period of time




•
 
a Georgia O'Keeffe retrospective.



















retrospectively

 
/ˌretrəˈspektivlē/






adverb



1.
 
with consideration of past events or situations




•
 
medical records were retrospectively reviewed on 120 patients.










2.
 
with effect from a date in the past




•
 
the rebates apply retrospectively from 1 April.



















retrosternal

 
/ˌretrōˈstərnl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 behind the breastbone.













retrotransposon

 
/ˌretrōtransˈpōˌzän, -tranz-/






noun






[Genetics]

 a transposon whose sequence shows homology with that of a retrovirus.













retroussé

 
/ˌretro͞oˈsā/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's nose) turned up at the tip, especially in an attractive way.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘tucked up,’ past participle of 
retrousser

 .





retroverted

 
/ˌretrəˈvərdəd/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 (of the uterus) tilted abnormally backward.








II.
 
derivatives





retroversion

 
/ˌretrəˈvərZH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
retrovertere

 ‘turn backward’ + -ed
 2
 .





Retrovir

 
/ˈretrōˌvir/





I.
 
noun




trademark for zidovudine
 .











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of retrovirus
 .






retrovirus

 
/ˈretrōˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 any of a group of RNA viruses that insert a DNA copy of their genome into the host cell in order to replicate, e.g., HIV.











– origin

 1970s: modern Latin, from the initial letters of 
reverse transcriptase

 + virus
 .





retry

 
/rēˈtrī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 try (a defendant or case) again.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 re-enter a command, especially differently because one has made an error the first time.




3.
 
(of a system) transmit data again because the first attempt was unsuccessful.








II.
 
noun




an instance of re-entering a command or retransmitting data.













retsina

 
/ˌretˈsēnə ˈretsənə/





I.
 
noun




a Greek white or rosé wine flavored with resin.











– origin

 modern Greek.





retune

 
/rēˈt(y)o͞on/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tune (something) again or differently, in particular




2.
 
put (a musical instrument) back in tune or alter its pitch.




3.
 
tune (a radio, television, or other piece of electronic equipment) to a different frequency.













return

 
/rəˈtərn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come or go back to a place or person




•
 
he 
returned to

 Canada in the fall.










2.
 
(
return to

 )
 — go back to (a particular state or activity)




•
 
Ollie had returned to full health.










3.
 
(
return to

 )
 — turn one's attention back to (something)




•
 
he returned to his newspaper.










4.
 
(especially of a feeling) come back or recur after a period of absence




•
 
her appetite had returned.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give, put, or send (something) back to a place or person




•
 
complete the application form and 
return

 it 
to

 this address.










6.
 
feel, say, or do (the same feeling, action, etc.) in response




•
 
she returned his kiss.










7.
 
(in tennis and other sports) hit or send (the ball) back to an opponent.




8.
 


[Football]

 run upfield with the ball after fielding (a kick), intercepting (a pass), or recovering (a fumble).




9.
 
(of a judge or jury) state or present (a verdict) in response to a formal request.




10.
 


[Bridge]

 lead (a card of a suit led earlier by one's partner).




11.
 


[Architecture]

 continue (a wall) in a changed direction, especially at right angles.




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — yield or make (a profit)




•
 
the company returned a profit of 4.3 million dollars.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an electorate) elect (a person or party) to office




•
 
the Democrat was returned in the third district.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of coming or going back to a place or activity




•
 
he celebrated his safe return from the war




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a return flight.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of going back to an earlier state or condition




•
 
the designer advocated a return to elegance.










3.
 
the action of giving, sending, or putting something back




•
 
we demand the return of our books and papers.










4.
 


[Football]

 a play in which the ball is caught after a kick or pass interception and is advanced by running; an advance of this kind.




5.
 
(in tennis and other sports) a stroke played in response to a serve or other stroke by one's opponent.




6.
 
a thing that has been given or sent back, especially an unwanted ticket for a sports event or play.




7.
 
(also 
return ticket

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a ticket that allows someone to travel to a place and back again; a round trip ticket.




8.
 
an electrical conductor bringing a current back to its source.




9.
 
(also 
return game

 )
 — a second contest between the same opponents.




10.
 
(often 
returns

 )
 — a profit from an investment




•
 
product areas are being developed to produce maximum returns.










11.
 
a good rate of return.




12.
 
an official report or statement submitted in response to a formal demand




•
 
census returns.










13.
 


[Law]

 an endorsement or report by a court officer or sheriff on a writ.




14.
 
election to office




•
 
we campaigned for the return of Young and Elkins.










15.
 
an official report of the results of an election




•
 
falsification of the election return.










16.
 
(also 
carriage return

 )
 — a key pressed to move the carriage of an electric typewriter back to a fixed position.




17.
 
(also 
return key

 )
 — a key pressed on a computer keyboard to simulate a carriage return in a word-processing program, or to indicate the end of a command or data string.




18.
 


[Architecture]

 a part receding from the line of the front, for example the side of a house or of a window opening.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in return






as a response, exchange, or reward for something




•
 
he leaves the house to his sister in return for her kindness.















2.
 
many happy returns (of the day)






used as a greeting to someone on their birthday.









3.
 
return thanks






express thanks, especially in a grace at a meal or in response to a toast or condolence.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
returnable

 
/rəˈtərnəbəl rēˈtərnəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
returner

 
/rəˈtərnər rēˈtərnər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: the verb from Old French 
returner

 , from Latin 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
tornare

 ‘to turn’; the noun via Anglo-Norman French.





returnee

 
/rəˌtərˈnē/






noun



1.
 
a person who returns, especially after a prolonged absence, in particular




2.
 
a member of the armed forces returning from overseas duty.




3.
 
a refugee returning from abroad.













returning officer






noun




(in the UK, Canada, New Zealand, and Australia) the official in each constituency or electorate who conducts an election and announces the result.













retweet

 
/riˈtwēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(on the social media website Twitter) repost or forward (a message posted by another user)




•
 
tweet the URL of your posting: people love to retweet job ads.














II.
 
noun




a reposted or forwarded message on Twitter.




•
 
traffic spiked quickly and contained a mix of retweets and original posts.



















retype

 
/ˌrēˈtīp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
type (text) again on a typewriter or computer, especially to correct errors.













Reuben

 
/ˈro͞obən/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, eldest son of Jacob and Leah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.









reunification

 
/ˌrēˌyo͞onifəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




restoration of political unity to a place or group, especially a divided territory




•
 
we will strive for the peaceful reunification of the motherland.



















reunify

 
/rēˈyo͞onəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore political unity to (a place or group, especially a divided territory)




•
 
Charlemagne’s attempts to reunify Western Europe.



















reunion

 
/rēˈyo͞onyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of two or more people coming together again after a period of separation




•
 
she had a tearful reunion with her parents.










2.
 
a social gathering attended by members of a certain group of people who have not seen each other for some time




•
 
a school reunion.










3.
 
the act or process of being brought together again as a unified whole




•
 
the reunion of East and West Germany.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
réunion

 or Anglo-Latin 
reunio(n-)

 , from Latin 
reunire

 ‘unite.’





Réunion

 
/rēˈyo͞onyən/






a volcanically active, subtropical island in the Indian Ocean, east of Madagascar, one of the Mascarene Islands; pop. 807,000 (est. 2007); capital, Saint-Denis. A French possession since 1638, the island became an administrative region of France in 1974.









reunite

 
/ˌrēyo͞oˈnīt/






verb




come together or cause to come together again after a period of separation or disunity


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the three friends reunited in 1959




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Stephanie was 
reunited with

 her parents.



















re-up

 
/ˈrēˌəp/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 re-enlist




•
 
he never regretted re-upping during the war.










2.
 


‹informal›

 renew an arrangement, such as an employment contract or membership agreement




•
 
I'm not likely to re-up with this phone company




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
CBS has re-upped Harmon for a ninth season.



















reupholster

 
/ˌrēəpˈhōlstər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
upholster with new materials, especially with a different fabric




•
 
the bed was reupholstered in chintz.














II.
 
derivatives





reupholstery

 
/-stərē /






noun





















reuptake

 
/ˌrēˈəptāk/






noun






[Physiology]

 the absorption by a presynaptic nerve ending of a neurotransmitter that it has secreted.













reusable

 
/rēˈyo͞ozəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




able to be used again or more than once




•
 
reusable shopping bags.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an item which can be used again or more than once




•
 
glass reusables cut solid waste by 88 percent.










2.
 
a washable diaper




•
 
some parents opt for reusables during the day and disposables at night.



















reuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈyo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use again or more than once




•
 
the tape could be magnetically erased and reused.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/rēˈyo͞os /



1.
 
the action of using something again




•
 
the ballast was cleaned and ready for reuse.



















Reuter, Paul Julius

 
/ˈroitər/






Baron von (1816–99), German pioneer of telegraphy and news reporting; born 
Israel Beer Josaphat

 . He founded the news agency Reuters.









Reuters

 
/ˈroidərz/






an international news agency founded in London in 1851 by Paul Julius Reuter. The agency pioneered the use of telegraphy, building up a service used today by newspapers and radio and television stations in most countries.









Reuther, Walter

 
/ˈro͞oTHər/






(1907–70), US labor leader; full name 
Walter Philip Reuther

 . He was president of the United Automobile Workers 1946–70 and of the Congress of Industrial Organizations from 1952 until 1955 when it merged with the American Federation of Labor.









rev

 
/rev /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
revs

 )


1.
 
a revolution of an engine per minute




•
 
an engine speed of 1,750 revs.










2.
 
an act of increasing the speed of revolution of a vehicle's engine by pressing the accelerator, especially while the clutch is disengaged.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase the running speed of (an engine) or the engine speed of (a vehicle) by pressing the accelerator, especially while the clutch is disengaged




•
 
he got into the car, 
revved up

 the engine and drove off




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
revved up

 enthusiastically.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an engine or vehicle) operate with increasing speed when the accelerator is pressed, especially while the clutch is disengaged




•
 
he could hear the sound of an engine revving nearby.










3.
 
make or become more active or energetic


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he's 
revving up for

 next week's World Cup game




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we need to 
rev up

 the economy.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of revolution
 .





Rev.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Bible]

 the book of Revelation.




2.
 
(as the title of a priest) Reverend.













revaccinate

 
/ˌrēˈvaksəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
vaccinate again for the same disease.








II.
 
derivatives





revaccination






noun





















revaluation

 
/ˌrēˌvalyo͞oˈāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of assessing the value of something again




•
 
the investment is subject to regular revaluation




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
500 staff have undergone job revaluations.










2.
 


[Economics]

 adjustment of the value of a currency in relation to other currencies




•
 
China announced the revaluation of the yuan.



















revalue

 
/rēˈvalyo͞o/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assess the value of (something) again.




2.
 


[Economics]

 adjust the value of (a currency) in relation to other currencies.













revamp





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈvamp /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give new and improved form, structure, or appearance to




•
 
an attempt to revamp the museum's image




•
 (as 
adj.

 
revamped

 )
 
a revamped magazine.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌvamp /
 [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of improving the form, structure, or appearance of something.




2.
 
a new and improved version




•
 
the show was a revamp of an old idea.




















revanche

 
/rəˈväNSH/





I.
 
noun




the policy of a nation to seek the return of lost territory.











– origin

 French, literally ‘revenge.’





revanchism

 
/rəˈvän(t)SHˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a policy of seeking to retaliate, especially to recover lost territory.








II.
 
derivatives





revanchist

 
/rəˈvän(t)SHəst /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1950s: from French 
revanche

 (see revanche
 ) + -ism
 . The form 
revanchist

 dates from the 1920s.





Revd






abbreviation




(as the title of a priest) Reverend.














reveal1


 
/rəˈvēl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (previously unknown or secret information) known to others




•
 
Brenda was forced to reveal Robbie's whereabouts




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he revealed that he and his children had received death threats.










2.
 
cause or allow (something) to be seen




•
 
the clouds were breaking up to reveal a clear blue sky.










3.
 
make (something) known to humans by divine or supernatural means




•
 
the truth revealed at the Incarnation.














II.
 
noun




(in a movie or television show) a final revelation of information that has previously been kept from the characters or viewers




•
 
the big reveal at the end of the movie answers all questions.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revealable

 
/rəˈvēləb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
revealer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reveler

 or Latin 
revelare

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ (expressing reversal) + 
velum

 ‘veil.’





reveal2


 
/rəˈvēl/





I.
 
noun




either side surface of an aperture in a wall for a door or window.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from obsolete 
revale

 ‘to lower,’ from Old French 
revaler

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
avaler

 ‘go down, sink.’





revealed religion






noun




religion based on divine revelation rather than reason.













revealing

 
/rəˈvēliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making interesting or significant information known, especially about a person's attitude or character




•
 
a revealing radio interview.










2.
 
(of an item of clothing) allowing more of the wearer's body to be seen than is usual




•
 
a very revealing dress.














II.
 
derivatives





revealingly

 
/rəˈvēliNGlē /






adverb





















revegetate

 
/rēˈvejəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 produce a new growth of vegetation on (disturbed or barren ground).




•
 
each spring we revegetate acre after acre with pine seedlings.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a quarter of the area had revegetated.














II.
 
derivatives





revegetation

 
/rēˌvejəˈtāSHən /






noun





















reveille

 
/ˈrevəlē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a signal sounded especially on a bugle or drum to wake personnel in the armed forces.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
réveillez!

 ‘wake up!,’ imperative plural of 
réveiller

 , based on Latin 
vigilare

 ‘keep watch.’





revel

 
/ˈrevəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enjoy oneself in a lively and noisy way, especially with drinking and dancing


(as 
noun

 
reveling

 )


•
 
a night of drunken reveling.










2.
 
(
revel in

 )
 — get great pleasure from (a situation or experience)




•
 
Bill said he was secretly reveling in his new-found fame.














II.
 
noun

 — (
revels

 )


1.
 
lively and noisy enjoyment, especially with drinking and dancing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reveler

 ‘rise up in rebellion,’ from Latin 
rebellare

 ‘to rebel.’





revelation

 
/ˌrevəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surprising and previously unknown fact, especially one that is made known in a dramatic way




•
 
revelations about his personal life.










2.
 
the making known of something that was previously secret or unknown




•
 
the revelation of an alleged plot to assassinate the king.










3.
 
used to emphasize the surprising or remarkable quality of someone or something




•
 
seeing them play at international level was a revelation.










4.
 
the divine or supernatural disclosure to humans of something relating to human existence or the world




•
 
an attempt to reconcile Darwinian theories with biblical revelation




•
 
a divine revelation.










5.
 
(
Revelation

 or 
Revelations

 ; in full 
the Revelation of St John the Divine

 )
 — the last book of the New Testament, recounting a divine revelation of the future to St. John.








II.
 
derivatives





revelational

 
/ˌrevəˈlāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the theological sense): from Old French, or from late Latin 
revelatio(n-)

 , from 
revelare

 ‘lay bare’ (see reveal
 1
 ). Sense 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





revelationist

 
/ˌrevəˈlāSHənəst/






noun




a believer in divine revelation.













revelatory

 
/ˈrevələˌtôrē/






adjective




revealing something hitherto unknown




•
 
an invigorating and revelatory performance.



















reveler

 
/ˈrevələr /

 
reveller






noun




a person who is enjoying themselves in a lively and noisy way




•
 
the city's traditional Labor Day bash usually attracts more than 100,000 revelers.




•
 
the entire street is filled with costumed revelers shaking their hips to the vibrant throb of Latin music.



















revelry

 
/ˈrevəlrē/






noun




lively and noisy festivities, especially when these involve drinking a large amount of alcohol




•
 
sounds of revelry issued into the night




•
 
New Year revelries.



















revenant

 
/ˈrevəˌnäN, -nənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who has returned, especially supposedly from the dead.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘coming back,’ present participle (used as a noun) of 
revenir

 .





revenge

 
/rəˈvenj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of inflicting hurt or harm on someone for an injury or wrong suffered at their hands




•
 
other spurned wives have 
taken

 public 
revenge on

 their husbands.










2.
 
the desire to inflict retribution




•
 
it was difficult not to be overwhelmed with feelings of hate and revenge.










3.
 
(in sports) the defeat of a person or team by whom one was beaten in a previous encounter




•
 
the Yankees wanted to get their revenge for losing to the Dodgers in the 1955 Series.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 inflict hurt or harm on someone for an injury or wrong done to (someone else)




•
 
it's a pity he chose that way to revenge his sister.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 inflict hurt or harm on someone for (an injury or wrong done to oneself or another)




•
 
her brother was slain, and she revenged his death.










3.
 
(
revenge oneself

 or 
be revenged

 )
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 inflict hurt or harm on someone for an injury or wrong done to oneself




•
 
I'll be 
revenged on

 the whole pack of you.














III.
 
phrases





revenge is a dish best served (or eaten) cold








‹proverb›

 vengeance is often more satisfying if it is not exacted immediately.












IV.
 
derivatives





revenger






noun




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
revencher

 , from late Latin 
revindicare

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
vindicare

 ‘claim, avenge.’





revengeful

 
/rəˈvenjfəl/





I.
 
adjective




eager for revenge.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revengefully

 
/rəˈvenjfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
revengefulness

 
/rəˈvenjfəlnəs /






noun





















revenge porn

 
revenge pornography






noun




revealing or sexually explicit images or videos of a person posted on the Internet, typically by a former sexual partner, without the consent of the subject and in order to cause them distress or embarrassment




•
 
she's been campaigning for a change in the law since she first became a victim of revenge porn




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he uploaded the photos to scores of revenge porn sites.



















revenge tragedy






noun




a style of drama, popular in England during the late 16th and 17th centuries, in which the basic plot was a quest for vengeance and which typically featured scenes of carnage and mutilation. Examples of the genre include Thomas Kyd's 
The Spanish Tragedy

 (1592) and John Webster's 
The Duchess of Malfi

 (1623).













revenue

 
/ˈrevəˌn(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
income, especially when of a company or organization and of a substantial nature.




2.
 
a state's annual income from which public expenses are met.




3.
 
(
revenues

 )
 — items or amounts constituting a state's income




•
 
the government's tax revenues.










4.
 
the government department collecting revenues.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
revenu(e

 ) ‘returned,’ past participle (used as a noun) of 
revenir

 , from Latin 
revenire

 ‘return,’ from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





revenue sharing






noun




the distribution of a portion of federal tax revenues to state and local governments.













revenue stamp






noun




a stamp showing that a government tax has been paid.













revenue tariff






noun




a tariff imposed principally to raise government revenue rather than to protect domestic industries.













reverb

 
/ˈrēˌvərb, riˈvərb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an effect whereby the sound produced by an amplifier or an amplified musical instrument is made to reverberate slightly.




2.
 
a device for producing reverb on an amplified musical instrument.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





reverberate

 
/rəˈvərbəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a loud noise) be repeated several times as an echo




•
 
her deep booming laugh reverberated around the room.










2.
 
(of a place) appear to vibrate or be disturbed because of a loud noise




•
 
the hall 
reverberated with

 gaiety and laughter.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 return or re-echo (a sound)




•
 
oft did the cliffs reverberate the sound.










4.
 
have continuing and serious effects




•
 
the statements by the professor reverberated through the capitol.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reverberant

 
/rəˈvərb(ə)rənt /






adjective













2.
 
reverberantly

 
/-rəntlē /






adverb













3.
 
reverberative

 
/-rətiv /






adjective













4.
 
reverberator

 
/rəˈvərbəˌrādər /






noun













5.
 
reverberatory

 
/rəˈvərb(ə)rəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘drive or beat back’): from Latin 
reverberat-

 ‘struck again,’ from the verb 
reverberare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
verberare

 ‘to lash’ (from 
verbera

 (plural) ‘scourge’).





reverberation

 
/rəˌvərbəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
prolongation of a sound; resonance




•
 
electronic effects have been added, such as echo and reverberation.










2.
 
(usu. 
reverberations

 )
 — a continuing effect; a repercussion




•
 
the attack has had reverberations around the world.



















reverberatory furnace






noun




a furnace in which the roof and walls are heated by flames and radiate heat onto material in the center of the furnace.














revere

 
/rəˈvir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel deep respect or admiration for (something)




•
 
Cézanne's still lifes were revered by his contemporaries.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
révérer

 or Latin 
revereri

 , from 
re-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
vereri

 ‘to fear.’





Revere

 
/rəˈvir/






a city in east central Massachusetts, on Massachusetts Bay, northeast of Boston; pop. 60,204 (est. 2008).









Revere, Paul






(1735–1818), American silversmith and patriot. In 1775 he rode from Boston to Lexington to warn fellow American revolutionaries of the approach of British troops. He is the subject of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's famous poem 
“Paul Revere's Ride”

 (1863).









reverence

 
/ˈrev(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
deep respect for someone or something




•
 
rituals showed honor and reverence for the dead.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a gesture indicative of respect; a bow or curtsy




•
 
the messenger 
made his reverence

 .










3.
 
(
His/Your Reverence

 )
 — a title given to a member of the clergy, or used in addressing them.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard or treat with deep respect




•
 
the many divine beings reverenced by Hindu tradition.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
reverentia

 , from 
revereri

 ‘stand in awe of’ (see revere
 ).





reverend

 
/ˈrev(ə)rənd/





I.
 
adjective

 — (usu. 
Reverend

 )


1.
 
used as a title or form of address to members of the clergy




•
 
the Reverend Jesse Jackson.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a member of the clergy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
reverendus

 ‘person to be revered,’ gerundive of 
revereri

 (see revere
 ). / 
usage:

 As a title, 
Reverend

 is used for members of the clergy; the traditionally correct form of address is the 
Reverend

 James Smith or the 
Reverend

 J. Smith, rather than 
Reverend

 Smith or simply 
Reverend

 . In American usage, however, the article the is commonly not used, even by the devout and reverent. Careful speakers and writers, however, may choose to include the 
the

 , in deference to the formerly common and primary use of 
reverend

 as an adjective ('worthy of being revered, respected').





Reverend Mother






noun




the title of the Mother Superior of a convent.














reverent

 
/ˈrev(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing deep and solemn respect




•
 
a reverent silence.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
reverent-

 ‘revering,’ from the verb 
revereri

 (see revere
 ).





reverential

 
/ˌrevəˈren(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of the nature of, due to, or characterized by reverence




•
 
their names are always mentioned in reverential tones.














II.
 
derivatives





reverentially






adverb





















reverently

 
/ˈrev(ə)rəntlē/






adverb




with deep and solemn respect




•
 
the people fell to their knees and bowed reverently




•
 
he speaks reverently about his fans.



















reverie

 
/ˈrev(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of being pleasantly lost in one's thoughts; a daydream




•
 
a knock on the door broke her reverie




•
 
I slipped into reverie.










2.
 


[Music]

 an instrumental piece suggesting a dreamy or musing state.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a fanciful or impractical idea or theory.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
resverie

 , from Old French 
reverie

 ‘rejoicing, revelry,’ from 
rever

 ‘be delirious,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





revers

 
/rəˈvir rēˈvir rəˈver rēˈver/





I.
 
noun




the turned-back edge of a garment revealing the undersurface, especially at the lapel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘reverse.’





reversal

 
/rəˈvərsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a change to an opposite direction, position, or course of action




•
 
a dramatic reversal in population decline in the Alps




•
 
the reversal of tidal currents.










2.
 


[Law]

 an annulment of a judgment, sentence, or decree made by a lower court or authority




•
 
the Court has upheld the appellate justices in their reversal of the trial court judgment.










3.
 
an adverse change of fortune




•
 
the league champions suffered a reversal at the finals last month.










4.
 


[Photography]

 direct production of a positive image from an exposed film or plate; direct reproduction of a positive or negative image.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a legal term): from the verb reverse
 + -al
 .






reverse

 
/rəˈvərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move backward




•
 
the truck reversed into the back of a bus.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a vehicle) to move backward




•
 
I got in the car, reversed it and drove it up the driveway.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — turn (something) the other way around or up or inside out


(as 
adj.

 
reversed

 )


•
 
a reversed S-shape.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) the opposite of what it was




•
 
the damage done to the ozone layer may be reversed.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exchange (the position or function) of two people or things




•
 
the experimenter and the subject reversed roles and the experiment was repeated.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Law]

 revoke or annul (a judgment, sentence, or decree made by a lower court or authority)




•
 
the court reversed his conviction.










7.
 
(of an engine) work in a contrary direction




•
 
the ship's engines reversed and cut out altogether.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Printing]

 make (type or a design) print as white in a block of solid color or a halftone




•
 
their press ads had a headline 
reversed out of

 the illustration.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
going in or turned toward the direction opposite to that previously stated




•
 
the trend appears to be going in the reverse direction.










2.
 
operating, behaving, or ordered in a way contrary or opposite to that which is usual or expected




•
 
here are the results in reverse order.










3.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a voltage applied to a semiconductor junction) in the direction that does not allow significant current to flow.




4.
 


[Geology]

 denoting a fault or faulting in which a relative downward movement occurred in the strata situated on the underside of the fault plane.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
a complete change of direction or action




•
 
the growth actuates a reverse of photosynthesis.










2.
 
reverse gear on a motor vehicle; the position of a gear lever or selector corresponding to this.

See also in reverse
 below.




3.
 
(
the reverse

 )
 — the opposite or contrary to that previously stated




•
 
he didn't feel homesick—quite the reverse.










4.
 
an adverse change of fortune; a setback or defeat




•
 
the team suffered its heaviest reverse of the season.










5.
 


[Football]

 a play in which the ballcarrier reverses the direction of attack by lateraling or handling the ball to a teammate moving in the opposite direction.




6.
 
the opposite side or face to the observer




•
 
the address is given on the reverse of this leaflet.










7.
 
a left-hand page of an open book, or the back of a loose document.




8.
 
the side of a coin or medal bearing the value or secondary design.




9.
 
the design or inscription on the reverse side of a coin or medal.

See also obverse
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or into) reverse





a.
 
(of a motor vehicle) in reverse gear so as to travel backward




•
 
he put the Cadillac into reverse.










b.
 
in the opposite direction or manner from usual




•
 
a similar ride next year will do the route in reverse.















2.
 
reverse the charges






make the recipient of a telephone call responsible for payment.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reversely






adverb













2.
 
reverser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
revers

 , 
reverse

 (nouns), 
reverser

 (verb), from Latin 
reversus

 ‘turned back,’ past participle of 
revertere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’






reverse discrimination






noun




(in the context of the allocation of resources or employment) the practice or policy of favoring individuals belonging to groups known to have been discriminated against previously.













reverse engineering

 
//





I.
 
noun




the reproduction of another manufacturer's product following detailed examination of its construction or composition.








II.
 
derivatives





reverse-engineer






verb





















reverse gear






noun




a gear used to make a vehicle or piece of machinery move or work backward.













reverse mortgage






noun






(chiefly US)

 a financial agreement in which a homeowner relinquishes equity in their home in exchange for regular payments, typically to supplement retirement income




•
 
unlike traditional mortgages, which decline as you pay down the loan, reverse mortgages rise over time as interest on the loan accrues.



















reverse osmosis






noun






[Chemistry]

 a process by which a solvent passes through a porous membrane in the direction opposite to that for natural osmosis when subjected to a hydrostatic pressure greater than the osmotic pressure.













reverse split

 
reverse stock split






noun




a reduction in the number of a company's traded shares that results in an increase in the par value or earnings per share.













reverse takeover






noun






[Finance]

 a takeover of a public company by a smaller company.













reverse transcriptase






noun




an enzyme that catalyzes the formation of DNA from an RNA template in reverse transcription.

See also transcriptase
 .













reverse transcription






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the reverse of normal transcription, occurring in some RNA viruses, in which a sequence of nucleotides is copied from an RNA template during the synthesis of a molecule of DNA.













reversible

 
/rəˈvərsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be reversed, in particular




2.
 
(of a garment, fabric, or bedclothes) faced on both sides so as to be worn or used with either outside.




3.
 
able to be turned the other way around




•
 
a reversible stroller seat.










4.
 
(of the effects of a process or condition) capable of being reversed so that the previous state or situation is restored




•
 
potentially reversible forms of renal failure.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a reaction) occurring together with its converse, and so yielding an equilibrium mixture of reactants and products.




6.
 


[Physics]

 (of a change or process) capable of complete and detailed reversal, especially denoting or undergoing an ideal change in which a system is in thermodynamic equilibrium at all times.




7.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a colloid) capable of being changed from a gel into a sol by a reversal of the treatment that turns the sol into a gel.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reversibility

 
/rəˌvərsəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
reversibly

 
/-blē /






adverb





















reversion

 
/rəˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a return to a previous state, practice, or belief




•
 
there was some reversion to polytheism




•
 


a reversion to

 the two-party system.










2.
 


[Biology]

 the action of reverting to a former or ancestral type.




3.
 


[Law]

 the right, especially of the original owner or their heirs, to possess or succeed to property on the death of the present possessor or at the end of a lease




•
 
the reversion of property.










4.
 
a property to which someone has the right of reversion.




5.
 
the right of succession to an office or post after the death or retirement of the holder




•
 
he was given a promise of 
the reversion of

 Boraston's job.














II.
 
derivatives





reversionary

 
/rəˈvərZHəˌnerē rēˈvərZHəˌnerē rəˈvərSHəˌnerē rēˈvərSHəˌnerē /






adjective





reversion
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of returning to or from a place): from Old French, or from Latin 
reversio(n-)

 , from 
revertere

 ‘turn back’ (see reverse
 ).





reversioner

 
/rəˈvərZHənər/






noun






[Law]

 a person who possesses the reversion to a property or privilege.













revert





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rəˈvərt /



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
revert to

 )
 — return to (a previous state, practice, topic, etc.)




•
 
he reverted to his native language




•
 
he ignored her words by reverting to the former subject.










2.
 
convert to (the Islamic faith).




•
 
I reverted to Islam five years ago.










3.
 


[Biology]

 return to (a former or ancestral type)




•
 
it is impossible that a fishlike mammal will actually revert to being a true fish.










4.
 


[Law]

 (of property) return or pass to (the original owner) by reversion.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Indian)

 reply or respond to someone




•
 
we texted both Farah and Shirish, but neither of them reverted




•
 
if interested, kindly revert with your updated resume.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 turn (one's eyes or steps) back




•
 
on reverting our eyes, every step presented some new and admirable scene.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌvərt /



1.
 
a person who has converted to the Islamic faith.








III.
 
derivatives





reverter

 
/rəˈvərdər /






noun




(
 — 

[Law]





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
revertir

 or Latin 
revertere

 ‘turn back.’ Early senses included ‘recover consciousness,’ ‘return to a position,’ and ‘return to a person (after estrangement).’





revertant

 
/rəˈvərt(ə)nt /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
adjective




(of a cell, organism, or strain) having reverted to the normal type from a mutant or abnormal form.








II.
 
noun




a revertant cell, organism, or strain.














revet

 
/rəˈvet/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
revetted

 )


1.
 
face (a rampart, wall, etc.) with masonry, especially in fortification




•
 
sandbagged and revetted trenches.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
revêtir

 , from late Latin 
revestire

 , from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
vestire

 ‘clothe’ (from 
vestis

 ‘clothing’).





revetment

 
/rəˈvetmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in fortification) a retaining wall or facing of masonry or other material, supporting or protecting a rampart, wall, etc.




2.
 
a barricade of earth or sandbags set up to provide protection from blast or to prevent planes from overrunning when landing.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
revêtement

 , from the verb 
revêtir

 (see revet
 ).





review

 
/rəˈvyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal assessment or examination of something with the possibility or intention of instituting change if necessary




•
 
a comprehensive review of defense policy




•
 
all areas of the company will come under review.










2.
 
a critical appraisal of a book, play, movie, exhibition, etc., published in a newspaper or magazine.




3.
 
[often in 
names

 ]
 — a periodical publication with critical articles on current events, the arts, etc.




4.
 


[Law]

 a reconsideration of a judgment, sentence, etc., by a higher court or authority




•
 
a review of her sentence




•
 
his case comes up for review in January.







Compare with judicial review
 .




5.
 
a report on or evaluation of a subject or past events




•
 
a review of recent developments in multicultural education




•
 
the CEO's end-of-year review.










6.
 
a ceremonial display and formal inspection of military or naval forces, typically by a sovereign, commander in chief, or high-ranking visitor.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine or assess (something) formally with the possibility or intention of instituting change if necessary




•
 
the company's safety procedures are being reviewed.










2.
 
write a critical appraisal of (a book, play, movie, etc.) for publication in a newspaper or magazine




•
 
I reviewed his first novel.










3.
 


[Law]

 submit (a sentence, case, etc.) for reconsideration by a higher court or authority




•
 
the attorney general asked the court to review the sentence.










4.
 
survey or evaluate (a subject or past events)




•
 
in the next chapter we review a number of recent empirical studies.










5.
 
(of a sovereign, commander in chief, or high-ranking visitor) make a ceremonial and formal inspection of (military or naval forces).




6.
 
view or inspect visually for a second time or again




•
 
all slides were then reviewed by one pathologist.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
reviewable

 
/rəˈvyo͞oəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
reviewal

 
/rəˈvyo͞oəl /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a formal inspection of military or naval forces): from obsolete French 
reveue

 , from 
revoir

 ‘see again.’





reviewer

 
/rəˈvyo͞oər/






noun



1.
 
a person who writes critical appraisals of books, plays, movies, etc., for publication.




2.
 
a person who formally assesses or examines something with a view to changing it if necessary




•
 
a rent reviewer.



















revile

 
/rəˈvīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
criticize in an abusive or angrily insulting manner




•
 
he was now reviled by the party that he had helped to lead.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revilement






noun













2.
 
reviler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reviler

 , based on 
vil

 ‘vile.’





revise

 
/rəˈvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reconsider and alter (something) in the light of further evidence




•
 
he had cause to revise his opinion a moment after expressing it.










2.
 
re-examine and make alterations to (written or printed matter)




•
 
the book was published in 1960 and revised in 1968




•
 (as 
adj.

 
revised

 )
 
a revised edition.










3.
 
alter so as to make more efficient or realistic


(as 
adj.

 
revised

 )


•
 
the revised finance and administrative groups.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 reread work done previously to improve one's knowledge of a subject, typically to prepare for an examination




•
 
students frantically revising for exams




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
revise your lecture notes on the topic.














II.
 
noun






[Printing]

 a proof including corrections made in an earlier proof.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revisable

 
/rəˈvīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
revisal

 
/rəˈvīz(ə)l /






noun













3.
 
reviser

 
/rəˈvīzər /






noun













4.
 
revisory

 
/-ˈvīzərē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘look again or repeatedly (at)’): from French 
réviser

 ‘look at,’ or Latin 
revisere

 ‘look at again,’ from 
re-

 ‘again’ + 
visere

 (intensive form of 
videre

 ‘to see’).





Revised Standard Version

 
/rəˈˌvīzd ˈstandərd ˌvərZHən rēˈˌvīzd ˌvərZHən /

 
RSV






noun




a modern English translation of the Bible, published 1946–57 and based on the American Standard Version of 1901.













Revised Version

 
/rəˈˌvīzd ˈvərZHən rēˈˌvīzd ˈvərZHən /

 
RV






noun




an English translation of the Bible published in 1881–95 and based on the Authorized Version.













revision

 
/rəˈviZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of revising




•
 
the plan needs drastic revision.










2.
 
a revised edition or form of something.








II.
 
derivatives





revisionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective





















revisionism

 
/rəˈviZHəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 a policy of revision or modification, especially of Marxism on evolutionary socialist (rather than revolutionary) or pluralist principles.




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 the theory or practice of revising one's attitude to a previously accepted situation or point of view.













revisionist

 
/rəˈviZH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supporter of a policy of revision or modification




•
 
the revisionists who sought to replace it were long denied.










2.
 
a person with a revised attitude to a previously accepted situation or point of view




•
 
revisionists have argued that the battle was crucial.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
advocating a policy of revision or modification




•
 
a radically revisionist republican strategy.










2.
 
promoting a revised attitude to a previously accepted situation or point of view




•
 
he is unimpressed by the arguments of revisionist historians




•
 
a revisionist view of the media's role in politics.



















revisit

 
/rēˈvizit/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come back to or visit again




•
 
she was anxious to revisit some of her old haunts in Paris.










2.
 
consider (a situation or problem) again or from a different perspective




•
 
the council will have to revisit the issue at a general meeting this summer.



















revitalization

 
/rēˌvīdləˈzāSH(ə)n rēˌvīdlīˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of imbuing something with new life and vitality




•
 
the city has seen revitalization of its economy.



















revitalize

 
/rēˈvīdlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imbue (something) with new life and vitality




•
 
a package of spending cuts to revitalize the economy.



















revival

 
/rəˈvīvəl/






noun



1.
 
an improvement in the condition or strength of something




•
 
a revival in the fortunes of the party




•
 
an economic revival.










2.
 
an instance of something becoming popular, active, or important again




•
 
cross-country skiing is enjoying a revival.










3.
 
a new production of an old play or similar work.




4.
 
a reawakening of religious fervor, especially by means of a series of evangelistic meetings




•
 
the revivals of the nineteenth century




•
 
a wave of religious revival.










5.
 
a restoration to bodily or mental vigor, to life or consciousness, or to sporting success




•
 
the thunder and lightning affected his revival in the third round.



















revivalism

 
/rəˈvīvəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
belief in or the promotion of a revival of religious fervor.




2.
 
a tendency or desire to revive a former custom or practice




•
 
French rococo revivalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revivalist

 
/rəˈvīv(ə)ləst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
revivalistic

 
/-ˌvīvəˈlistik /






adjective





















revive

 
/rəˈvīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore to life or consciousness




•
 
both men collapsed, but were revived.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — regain life, consciousness, or strength




•
 
she was beginning to revive from her faint.










3.
 
give new strength or energy to




•
 
the cool, refreshing water revived us all.










4.
 
restore interest in or the popularity of




•
 
many pagan traditions continue or are being revived.










5.
 
improve the position or condition of




•
 
the paper made panicky attempts to revive falling sales.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revivable

 
/rəˈvīvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
reviver

 
/rəˈvīvər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
revivre

 or late Latin 
revivere

 , from Latin 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
vivere

 ‘live.’





revivify

 
/rēˈvivəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give new life or vigor to




•
 
they revivified a wine industry that had all but vanished.














II.
 
derivatives





revivification

 
/ˌrēˌvivəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
revivifier

 or late Latin 
revivificare

 (see re-
 , vivify
 ).





revocable

 
/ˈrevəkəb(ə)l rəˈvōkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




capable of being revoked or canceled




•
 
a revocable settlement.














II.
 
derivatives





revocability

 
/ˌrevəkəˈbilətē, riˌvōkə- /






noun





















revocation

 
/ˌrevəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the official cancellation of a decree, decision, or promise




•
 
for those who break the law, revocation of their liquor license may result




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
16% of parole revocations were due to drug-related violations.



















revoke

 
/rəˈvōk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put an end to the validity or operation of (a decree, decision, or promise)




•
 
the men appealed and the sentence was revoked.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in bridge, whist, and other card games) fail to follow suit despite being able to do so.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revocatory

 
/ˈrevəkəˌtôrē rəˈvōkəˌtôrē rēˈvōkəˌtôrē /






adjective













2.
 
revoker






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
revoquer

 or Latin 
revocare

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





revolt

 
/rəˈvōlt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rise in rebellion




•
 
the insurgents revolted and had to be suppressed.










2.
 
refuse to acknowledge someone or something as having authority




•
 
voters may revolt when they realize the cost of the measures.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
revolted

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 having rebelled or revolted




•
 
the revolted Bretons.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to feel disgust




•
 
he was revolted by the stench that greeted him.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 feel strong disgust.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an attempt to put an end to the authority of a person or body by rebelling




•
 
a countrywide 
revolt against

 the central government




•
 
the peasants rose in revolt.










2.
 
a refusal to continue to obey or conform




•
 
a revolt over tax increases.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
révolte

 (noun), 
révolter

 (verb), from Italian 
rivoltare

 , based on Latin 
revolvere

 ‘roll back’ (see revolve
 ).





revolting

 
/riˈvōltiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing intense disgust; disgusting




•
 
there was a revolting smell that lingered in the air.














II.
 
derivatives





revoltingly

 
/rəˈvōltiNGlē /






adverb




(as 
submodifier

 )


•
 
when I was a kid I was revoltingly precocious



























revolute

 
/ˈrevəˌl(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (especially of the edge of a leaf) curved or curled back.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
revolutus

 ‘unrolled,’ past participle of 
revolvere

 (see revolve
 ).






revolution

 
/ˌrevəˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a forcible overthrow of a government or social order in favor of a new system.




2.
 
(
the Revolution

 )
 — the American Revolution.




3.
 
(often 
the Revolution

 )
 — (in Marxism) the class struggle that is expected to lead to political change and the triumph of communism.




4.
 
a dramatic and wide-reaching change in the way something works or is organized or in people's ideas about it




•
 
marketing underwent a revolution.










5.
 
an instance of revolving




•
 
one revolution a second.










6.
 
the movement of an object in a circular or elliptical course around another or about an axis or center




•
 
observing the revolution about the axis of rotation.










7.
 
a single orbit of one object around another or about an axis or center.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
revolutionism

 
/ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
revolutionist

 
/ˌrevəˈlo͞oSH(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
revolutio(n-)

 , from 
revolvere

 ‘roll back’ (see revolve
 ).





revolutionary

 
/ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
engaged in or promoting political revolution




•
 
the revolutionary army.










2.
 
(
Revolutionary

 )
 — of or relating to the American Revolution.




3.
 
involving or causing a complete or dramatic change




•
 
a revolutionary new drug.














II.
 
noun




a person who works for or engages in political revolution.













revolutionize

 
/ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHəˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change (something) radically or fundamentally




•
 
this fabulous new theory will revolutionize the whole of science.




















revolve

 
/rəˈvälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move in a circle on a central axis




•
 
overhead, the fan revolved slowly.










2.
 
(
revolve around/about

 )
 — move in a circular orbit around




•
 
the earth revolves around the sun.










3.
 
(
revolve around

 )
 — treat as the most important point or element




•
 
her life revolved around her husband.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — consider (something) repeatedly and from different angles




•
 
her mind revolved the possibilities.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘turn (the eyes) back,’ ‘restore,’ ‘consider’): from Latin 
revolvere

 , from 
re-

 ‘back’ (also expressing intensive force) + 
volvere

 ‘roll.’





revolver

 
/rəˈvälvər/






noun




a pistol with revolving chambers enabling several shots to be fired without reloading.













revolving credit

 
/rəˈvälviNG ˌkredət rəˈvôlviNG ˌkredət/






noun




credit that is automatically renewed as debts are paid off.













revolving door






noun



1.
 
an entrance to a large building in which four partitions turn about a central axis.




2.
 
used to refer to a situation in which the same events or problems recur in a continuous cycle




•
 
many patients are trapped in a revolving door of admission, discharge, and readmission.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a place or organization that people tend to enter and leave very quickly




•
 
the newsroom became a revolving-door workplace.










4.
 
used to refer to a situation in which someone moves from an influential government position to a position in a private company, or vice versa.













revolving fund

 
/rəˈvälviNG rēˈvälviNG rəˈvôlviNG rēˈvôlviNG fənd/






noun




a fund that is continually replenished as withdrawals are made.













revue

 
/rəˈvyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a light theatrical entertainment consisting of a series of short sketches, songs, and dances, typically dealing satirically with topical issues.











– origin

 French, literally ‘review.’





revulsion

 
/rəˈvəlSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sense of disgust and loathing




•
 
news of the attack will be met with sorrow and revulsion.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 the drawing of disease or blood congestion from one part of the body to another, e.g., by counterirritation.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, or from Latin 
revulsio(n-)

 , from 
revuls-

 ‘torn out,’ from the verb 
revellere

 (from 
re-

 ‘back’ + 
vellere

 ‘pull’). Sense 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





Rev. Ver.






abbreviation




Revised Version (of the Bible).













reward

 
/rəˈwôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing given in recognition of one's service, effort, or achievement




•
 
the holiday was a 
reward for

 40 years' service with the company




•
 
he's 
reaping the rewards

 of his hard work and perseverance




•
 


‹figurative›

 the emotional rewards of being a parent.










2.
 
a fair return for good or bad behavior




•
 
a slap on the face was his reward for his impudence.










3.
 
a sum offered for the detection of a criminal, the restoration of lost property, or the giving of information.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a gift of something to (someone) in recognition of their services, efforts, or achievements




•
 
the engineer who supervised the work was 
rewarded with

 a bonus.










2.
 
show one's appreciation of (an action or quality) by making a gift




•
 
an effective organization recognizes and rewards creativity and initiative.










3.
 
(
be rewarded

 )
 — receive what one deserves




•
 
their hard work was rewarded by the winning of a five-year contract.














III.
 
phrases





go to one's (final) reward






used euphemistically to indicate that someone has died.












IV.
 
derivatives





rewardless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, variant of Old French 
reguard

 ‘regard, heed,’ also an early sense of the English word.





rewarding

 
/rəˈwôrdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




providing satisfaction; gratifying




•
 
skiing can be hugely rewarding.














II.
 
derivatives





rewardingly






adverb





















rewash

 
/ˌrēˈwäSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash (something) again.













rewatch





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈwäCH, rēˈwôCH /



1.
 
watch (a film, television program, etc.) again




•
 
I'm rewatching the last two episodes tonight in preparation for tomorrow.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēwäCH, ˈrēwôCH /



1.
 
an act or instance of watching a film, television program, etc., again




•
 
it's one of my favorite shows and definitely worth a rewatch.



















reweigh

 
/ˌrēˈwā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
weigh (something) again.













rewild

 
/rēˈwīld/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (an area of land) to its natural uncultivated state (used especially with reference to the reintroduction of species of wild animal that have been driven out or exterminated)




•
 
talk of rewilding North America gives some people nightmares of wolves running through the streets of Chicago and of grizzlies in LA.




















rewind





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈwīnd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wind (a tape or film) back to the beginning.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a tape or film) wind back to the beginning.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌwīnd /



1.
 
a mechanism for rewinding a tape or film.








III.
 
derivatives





rewinder

 
/rēˈwīndər /






noun





















rewire

 
/ˌrēˈwī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (an appliance, building, or vehicle) with new electric wiring.








II.
 
noun




[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of rewiring something.








III.
 
derivatives





rewirable






adjective





















reword

 
/rēˈwərd/






verb




put (something) into different words




•
 
there is a sound reason for rewording that clause.



















rework

 
/rēˈwərk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make changes to something, especially in order to make it more up to date




•
 
he reworked the orchestral score for two pianos




•
 (as 
noun

 
reworking

 )
 
a reworking of the Sherwood Forest legend.



















rewound

 
/rēˈwound/






past and past participle of rewind
 .









rewrap

 
/ˌrēˈrap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrap (something) again or differently.













rewritable

 
/rēˈrīdəb(ə)l/






adjective






[Computing]

 (of a storage medium) supporting overwriting of previously recorded data.













rewrite





I.
 
verb

 — 
/rēˈrīt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something) again so as to alter or improve it




•
 
the songs may have to be rewritten




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he began rewriting, adding more and more layers.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrēˌrīt /



1.
 
an instance of writing something again so as to alter or improve it.




2.
 
a piece of text that has been altered or improved.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
rewrite history






select or interpret events from the past in a way that suits one's own particular purposes.









2.
 
rewrite the record books






(of an athlete) break a record or several records.

















Rex1


 
/reks/





I.
 
noun




the reigning king (used following a name or in the titles of lawsuits, e.g., 
Rex v. Jones

 : the Crown versus Jones).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘king.’





Rex2


 
/reks/





I.
 
noun




a cat, rabbit, or guinea pig of a breed with very fine short fur.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin, literally ‘king.’





Reyes, Point

 
/ˈrāz/






a promontory in northwestern California, north of Drakes Bay, in Marin County, noted for its winds, fog, and wildlife.









Reye's syndrome

 
/rīz, rāz/





I.
 
noun




a life-threatening metabolic disorder in young children, of uncertain cause but sometimes precipitated by aspirin and involving encephalitis and liver failure.











– origin

 1960s: named after Ralph D. K. 
Reye

 (1912–78), Australian pediatrician.





Reykjavik

 
/ˈrākyəˌvik/





I.
 
the capital of Iceland, a port on the western coast; pop. 119,357 (2009).







– origin

 from Icelandic 
rejkja

 ‘smoky,’ referring to the steam from its many hot springs.





Reynard

 
/rāˈnärd ˈreˌnərd ˈrānərd/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a name for a fox.











– origin

 from Old French 
renart

 ; the spelling was influenced by Middle Dutch 
Reynaerd

 .





Reynolds, Sir Joshua

 
/ˈrenəldz/






(1723–92), English painter. The first president of the Royal Academy (1768), he sought to raise portraiture to the status of historical painting by adapting poses and settings from classical statues and Renaissance paintings.









rez

 
/rez /

 
res





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a North American Indian reservation or reserve




•
 
he is a Navajo who grew up 
on the rez

 in Ganado.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of reservation
 .





rezone

 
/ˌrēˈzōn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 assign (land or property) to a different planning zone




•
 
they submitted a proposal to rezone part of the Brooklyn waterfront.




•
 (as 
noun

 
rezoning

 )
 
the possible rezoning of some 800 acres of land.



















Rf






symbol




the chemical element rutherfordium.













RF






abbreviation




radio frequency.













rf.






abbreviation






[Baseball]

 right fielder.













RFA






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Fleet Auxiliary.













RFC






abbreviation



1.
 
(in computing) request for comment, a document circulated on the Internet that forms the basis of a technical standard.




2.
 


‹historical›

 Royal Flying Corps.




3.
 
Rugby Football Club.













RFD

 
R.F.D.






abbreviation




rural free delivery.













RFID






abbreviation




radio frequency identification, denoting technologies that use radio waves to identify people or objects carrying encoded microchips.













RFP






abbreviation






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 request for proposal, a detailed specification of goods or services required by an organization, sent to potential contractors or suppliers.













Rg






symbol




the chemical element roentgenium.













RGS






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Geographical Society.













Rh





I.
 
abbreviation




Rhesus (factor).








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element rhodium.













r.h.






abbreviation




right hand.













RHA






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the UK) regional health authority.




2.
 
(in the UK) Royal Horse Artillery.













rhabdom

 
/ˈrabˌdäm, -dəm /

 
rhabdome





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a translucent cylinder forming part of the light-sensitive receptor in the eye of an arthropod.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Greek 
rhabdōma

 , from 
rhabdos

 ‘rod.’





rhabdomancy

 
/ˈrabdəˌmansē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 dowsing with a rod or stick.








II.
 
derivatives





rhabdomancer

 
/ˈrabdəˌmansər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
rhabdomanteia

 , from 
rhabdos

 ‘rod.’





rhabdomyolysis

 
/ˌrabdōˌmīˈäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the destruction of striated muscle cells; (especially in horses) azoturia.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
rhabdos

 ‘rod’ + myo-
 + -lysis
 .





rhabdomyosarcoma

 
/ˌrabdōˌmīōˌsärˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rare malignant tumor involving striated muscle tissue.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhabdos

 ‘rod’ + myo-
 + sarcoma
 .





Rhadamanthine

 
/ˌradəˈmanTHən, -ˌTHīn/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 showing stern and inflexible judgment.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Rhadamanthus
 + -ine
 1
 .






Rhadamanthus

 
/ˌradəˈmanTHəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Zeus and Europa, and brother of Minos, who, as a ruler and judge in the underworld, was renowned for his justice.









Rhaeto-Romanic

 
/ˌrēdōrōˈmanik /

 
Rhaeto-Romance





I.
 
adjective




relating to the Romance dialects spoken in parts of southeastern Switzerland, northeastern Italy, and Tyrol, especially Romansh and Ladin.








II.
 
noun




any of the Rhaeto-Romanic dialects.











– origin

 from Latin 
Rhaetus

 ‘of 
Rhaetia

 ’ (the name of a Roman province in the Alps) + Romanic
 .





rhamnose

 
/ˈramˌnōs, -ˌnōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the hexose class that occurs widely in plants, especially in berries of the common buckthorn.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
rhamnus

 (genus name) + -ose
 2
 .






rhapsode

 
/ˈrapˌsōd/





I.
 
noun




a person who recites epic poems, especially one of a group in ancient Greece whose profession it was to recite the Homeric poems from memory.











– origin

 from Greek 
rhapsōidos

 , from 
rhapsōidia

 (see rhapsody
 ).





rhapsodist

 
/ˈrapsədəst/






noun



1.
 
a person who rhapsodizes.




2.
 
another term for rhapsode
 .













rhapsodize

 
/ˈrapsəˌdīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or write about someone or something with great enthusiasm and delight




•
 
he began to rhapsodize about Gaby's beauty and charm.




















rhapsody

 
/ˈrapsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an effusively enthusiastic or ecstatic expression of feeling




•
 
rhapsodies of praise.










2.
 


[Music]

 a free instrumental composition in one extended movement, typically one that is emotional or exuberant in character.




3.
 
(in ancient Greece) an epic poem, or part of it, of a suitable length for recitation at one time.








II.
 
derivatives





rhapsodic

 
/rapˈsädik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
rhapsōidia

 , from 
rhaptein

 ‘to stitch’ + 
ōidē

 ‘song, ode.’





rhatany

 
/ˈrat(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an astringent extract of the root of a South American shrub, used in medicine.




2.
 
the partially parasitic South American shrub that yields this root, which is also used as a source of dye.

[Genus 
Krameria

 , family 
Krameriaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
rhatania

 , via Portuguese and Spanish from Quechua 
ratánya

 .





rhbdr.






abbreviation




rhombohedron.













rhea

 
/ˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




a large flightless bird of South American grasslands, resembling a small ostrich, with grayish-brown plumage.

[Family 
Rheidae

 : two species, 
Rhea americana

 and 
Pterocnemia pennata

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), from the name of the Titan Rhea
 .






Rhea

 
/rēə/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 one of the Titans, wife of Cronus and mother of Zeus, Demeter, Poseidon, Hera, and Hades. Frightened of betrayal by their children, Cronus ate them; Rhea rescued Zeus from this fate by hiding him and giving Cronus a stone wrapped in blankets instead.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a satellite of Saturn, the fourteenth closest to the planet, discovered by Cassini in 1672, and having a diameter of 951 miles (1,530 km).









rhebok

 
/ˈrēbäk/





I.
 
noun




a small South African antelope with a woolly brownish-gray coat, a long slender neck, and short straight horns.

[
Pelea capreolus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dutch 
reebok

 ‘roebuck.’





Rhee, Syngman

 
/rē/






(1875–1965), president of the Republic of Korea (South Korea) 1948–60. The principal leader in the movement for Korean independence, he was president of the exiled Korean provisional government 1919–41. After World War II, he became the first elected president of South Korea. Amid social and political unrest, he resigned one month into his fourth term and went into exile in Hawaii.










Rhein

 
/rīn/






German name for Rhine
 .










Rheinland

 
/ˈrīnlänt/






German name for Rhineland
 .










Rheinland-Pfalz

 
/ˌrīnläntˈpfälts/






German name for Rhineland-Palatinate
 .










rheme

 
/rēm/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the part of a clause that gives information about the theme.

Compare with focus
 and theme
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhēma

 ‘that which is said.’





Rhenish

 
/ˈreniSH/





I.
 
adjective




of the Rhine and the regions adjoining it.








II.
 
noun




wine from Rhine and the regions adjoining it.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
reneis

 , from a medieval Latin alteration of Latin 
Rhenanus

 , from 
Rhenus

 ‘Rhine.’





rhenium

 
/ˈrēnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Re

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 75, a rare silvery-white metal that occurs in trace amounts in ores of molybdenum and other metals.











– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from 
Rhenus

 , the Latin name of the river Rhine
 .





rheo.






abbreviation




rheostat.













rheology

 
/rēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of physics that deals with the deformation and flow of matter, especially the non-Newtonian flow of liquids and the plastic flow of solids.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rheological

 
/ˌrēəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
rheologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
rheos

 ‘stream’ + -logy
 .





rheometer

 
/rēˈämədər/






noun




an instrument for measuring the rheological properties of a substance.













rheostat

 
/ˈrēəˌstat/





I.
 
noun




an electrical instrument used to control a current by varying the resistance.








II.
 
derivatives





rheostatic

 
/ˌrēəˈstatik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
rheos

 ‘stream’ + -stat
 .





Rhesus factor

 
/ˈrēsəs ˌfaktər /

 
Rh factor





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an antigen occurring on the red blood cells of many humans (around 85 percent) and some other primates. It is particularly important as a cause of hemolytic disease of the newborn and of incompatibility in blood transfusions.











– origin

 1940s: 
Rhesus

 from rhesus monkey
 , in which the antigen was first observed.






rhesus monkey

 
rhesus macaque





I.
 
noun




a small brown macaque with red skin on the face and rump, native to southern Asia. It is often kept in captivity and is widely used in medical research.

[
Macaca mulatta

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin 
rhesus

 , arbitrary use of Latin 
Rhesus

 (from Greek 
Rhēsos

 , the name of a mythical king of Thrace).





Rhesus-negative

 
/ˌrēsəs ˈneɡədiv /

 
Rh-negative






adjective






[Medicine]

 lacking the Rhesus factor.













Rhesus-positive

 
/ˌrēsəs ˈpäzədiv /

 
Rh-positive






adjective






[Medicine]

 having the Rhesus factor.













rhet.






abbreviation



1.
 
rhetoric.




2.
 
rhetorical.













rhetor

 
/ˈredər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Greece and Rome) a teacher of rhetoric.




2.
 
an orator.











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
rhētōr

 .






rhetoric

 
/ˈredərik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing, especially the use of figures of speech and other compositional techniques.




2.
 
language designed to have a persuasive or impressive effect on its audience, but often regarded as lacking in sincerity or meaningful content




•
 
all we have from the opposition is empty rhetoric.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rethorique

 , via Latin from Greek 
rhētorikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of rhetoric,’ from 
rhētōr

 ‘rhetor.’





rhetorical

 
/rəˈtôrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or concerned with the art of rhetoric




•
 
repetition is a common rhetorical device.










2.
 
expressed in terms intended to persuade or impress




•
 
the rhetorical commitment of the government to give priority to primary education.










3.
 
(of a question) asked in order to produce an effect or to make a statement rather than to elicit information.











– origin

 late Middle English (first used in the sense ‘eloquently expressed’): via Latin from Greek 
rhētorikos

 (from 
rhētor

 ‘rhetor’) + -al
 .





rhetorically

 
/rəˈtôrək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in terms of rhetoric or speech intended to impress or persuade




•
 
in the modern world, everyone rhetorically embraces democracy




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
we will continue to fight an uphill battle, 
rhetorically speaking

 , against extremists.










2.
 
(with reference to a question) with the aim of producing an effect or making a statement rather than eliciting information




•
 
"Did you really think I would just go away?" he asked rhetorically.



















rhetorical question






noun




a question asked in order to create a dramatic effect or to make a point rather than to get an answer




•
 
the presentation was characterized by impossibly long sentences and a succession of rhetorical questions




•
 
Is nothing sacred? That's a rhetorical question, BTW.



















rhetorician

 
/ˌredəˈriSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expert in formal rhetoric.




2.
 
a speaker whose words are primarily intended to impress or persuade.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rethoricien

 , from 
rhetorique

 (see rhetoric
 ).






rheum

 
/ro͞om/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 a watery fluid that collects in or drips from the nose or eyes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
reume

 , via Latin from Greek 
rheuma

 ‘stream’ (from 
rhein

 ‘to flow’).





rheumatic

 
/ro͞oˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or caused by rheumatism




•
 
rheumatic pains.










2.
 
(of a person or part of the body) suffering from or affected by rheumatism.








II.
 
noun




a person suffering from rheumatism.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rheumatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
rheumaticky

 
/ro͞oˈmadəkē /






adjective




(
 — 

‹informal›





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally referring to infection characterized by rheum): from Old French 
reumatique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
rheumatikos

 , from 
rheuma

 ‘bodily humor, flow’ (see rheum
 ).





rheumatic fever

 
/ro͞oˈˌmadik ˈfēvər/






noun




a noncontagious acute fever marked by inflammation and pain in the joints. It chiefly affects young people and is caused by a streptococcal infection.













rheumatics

 
/ro͞oˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 rheumatism; rheumatic pains.













rheumatism

 
/ˈro͞oməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




any disease marked by inflammation and pain in the joints, muscles, or fibrous tissue, especially rheumatoid arthritis.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
rhumatisme

 , or via Latin from Greek 
rheumatismos

 , from 
rheumatizein

 ‘to snuffle,’ from 
rheuma

 ‘stream’: the disease was originally supposed to be caused by the internal flow of “watery” humors.





rheumatoid

 
/ˈro͞oməˌtoid/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to, affected by, or resembling rheumatism.














rheumatoid arthritis






noun




a chronic progressive disease causing inflammation in the joints and resulting in painful deformity and immobility, especially in the fingers, wrists, feet, and ankles.

Compare with osteoarthritis
 .













rheumatoid factor






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of autoantibodies that are present in the blood of many people with rheumatoid arthritis.













rheumatology

 
/ˌro͞oməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the study of rheumatism, arthritis, and other disorders of the joints, muscles, and ligaments.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rheumatological

 
/ˌro͞omətlˈäjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
rheumatologist

 
/ˌro͞oməˈtäləjəst /






noun





















rheumy

 
/ˈro͞omē/






adjective




(especially of the eyes) full of rheum; watery.













rhinal

 
/ˈrīnl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the nose or the olfactory part of the brain.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhis

 , 
rhin-

 ‘nose’ + -al
 .






Rhine

 
/rīn/






a river in western Europe that rises in the Swiss Alps and flows for 820 miles (1,320 km) to the North Sea, forming the German–Swiss border before flowing through Germany and the Netherlands. French name 
Rhin

 .

German name Rhein
 .










Rhineland

 
/ˈrīnland/






the region of western Germany through which the Rhine River flows, especially the part that is west of the river.

German name Rheinland
 .










Rhineland-Palatinate

 
/ˌrīnˌlandpəˈlat(ə)nət/






a state in western Germany; capital, Mainz.

German name Rheinland-Pfalz
 .









rhinestone

 
/ˈrīnˌstōn/





I.
 
noun




an imitation diamond used in costume jewelry and to decorate clothes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: translating French 
caillou du Rhin

 , literally ‘pebble of the Rhine.’





rhinitis

 
/rīˈnīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the mucous membrane of the nose, caused by a virus infection (e.g., the common cold) or by an allergic reaction (e.g., hay fever).













rhino

 
/ˈrīnō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a rhinoceros.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





rhino-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the nose




•
 
rhinoplasty.

















– origin

 from Greek 
rhis

 , 
rhin-

 ‘nose.’





rhinoceros

 
/rīˈnäs(ə)rəs/





I.
 
noun




a large, heavily built plant-eating mammal with one or two horns on the nose and thick folded skin, native to Africa and southern Asia. All kinds have become endangered through hunting.

[Family 
Rhinocerotidae

 : four genera and five species.]











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
rhinokerōs

 , from 
rhis

 , 
rhin-

 ‘nose’ + 
keras

 ‘horn.’





rhinoceros beetle

 
/rīˈnäs(ə)rəs ˈbēdl/






noun




a very large mainly tropical beetle, the male of which has a curved horn extending from the head and typically another from the thorax. In some parts of Asia, males are put to fight as a spectator sport.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Scarabaeidae

 , including 
Oryctes rhinoceros

 , which is a serious pest of coconut palms.]













rhinoceros bird






noun




another term for oxpecker
 .













rhinoceros horn






noun




a mass of keratinized fibers that comprises the horn of a rhinoceros, reputed in Eastern medicine to have medicinal or aphrodisiac powers.













rhinoceros hornbill






noun




a large Southeast Asian hornbill with black-and-white plumage and an upturned casque.

[
Buceros rhinoceros

 , family 
Bucerotidae

 .]













rhinology

 
/rīˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with conditions affecting the nose




•
 
subjects were recruited from the Rhinology and Allergy outpatient clinics




•
 
the society provides a platform for those with an interest in rhinology to help disseminate knowledge on the subject.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rhinological

 
/rīnəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
rhinologist

 
/rīnˈäləjəst /






noun





















rhinoplasty

 
/ˈrīnōˌplastē/





I.
 
noun




plastic surgery performed on the nose.








II.
 
derivatives





rhinoplastic

 
/ˌrīnōˈplastik /






adjective





















rhinovirus

 
/ˈrīnōvīrəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of picornaviruses, including those that cause some forms of the common cold.














rhizo-





I.
 
combining form






[Botany]

 relating to a root or roots




•
 
rhizomorph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
rhiza

 ‘root.’





rhizobium

 
/rīˈzōbēəm/





I.
 
noun




a nitrogen-fixing bacterium that is common in the soil, especially in the root nodules of leguminous plants.

[Genus 
Rhizobium

 ; Gram-negative rods.]











– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from rhizo-
 ‘root’ + Greek 
bios

 ‘life.’





rhizoctonia

 
/ˌrīˌzäkˈtōnēə/





I.
 
noun




a common soil fungus that sometimes causes plant diseases such as damping off, foot rot, and eyespot.

[Genus 
Rhizoctonia

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 , in particular 
R. solani

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin (genus name), from Greek 
rhiza

 ‘root’ + 
ktonos

 ‘murder.’





rhizoid

 
/ˈrīzoid/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a filamentous outgrowth or root hair on the underside of the thallus in some lower plants, especially mosses and liverworts, serving both to anchor the plant and (in terrestrial forms) to conduct water.








II.
 
derivatives





rhizoidal

 
/rīˈzoidl /






adjective






















rhizome

 
/ˈrīˌzōm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a continuously growing horizontal underground stem that puts out lateral shoots and adventitious roots at intervals.

Compare with bulb
 (
sense

 1), corm
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhizōma

 , from 
rhizousthai

 ‘take root,’ based on 
rhiza

 ‘root.’





rhizomorph

 
/ˈrīzəˌmôrf/






noun






[Botany]

 a rootlike aggregation of hyphae in certain fungi.













Rhizopoda

 
/rīˈzäpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a phylum of single-celled animals that includes the amoebas and their relatives, which have extensible pseudopodia.




II.
 
derivatives





rhizopod

 
/ˈrīzəˌpäd /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from rhizo-
 ‘root’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





rhizosphere

 
/ˈrīzəˌsfir/






noun






[Ecology]

 the region of soil in the vicinity of plant roots in which the chemistry and microbiology is influenced by their growth, respiration, and nutrient exchange.














rho

 
/rō/






noun



1.
 
the seventeenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ρ

 , 
ρ

 ), transliterated as ‘r’ or (when written with a rough breathing) ‘rh.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Rho

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the seventeenth star in a constellation




•
 
Rho Cassiopeiae.



















rhodamine

 
/ˈrōdəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a number of synthetic dyes derived from xanthene, used to color textiles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from rhodo-
 ‘rose-colored’ + amine
 .






Rhode Island

 
/ˌrōd ˈīlənd/






a state in the northeastern US, on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean, one of the six New England states; pop. 1,050,788 (est. 2008); capital, Providence; statehood, May 29, 1790 (13). Settled by England in the 17th century, it was one of the original thirteen states. It is the smallest and most densely populated US state.









Rhode Islander

 
/ˌrōd ˈīləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Rhode Island




•
 
Rhode Islanders bask in the summer heat.



















Rhode Island Red






noun




a bird of an American breed of reddish-black domestic chicken.














Rhodes

 
/rōdz/





I.
 
a Greek island in the southeastern Aegean Sea, off the Turkish coast. It is the largest of the Dodecanese Islands and the most easterly of the islands in the Aegean Sea; pop. 130,000 (est. 2004).

Greek name Ródhos
 .




II.
 
the capital of the island of Rhodes, a port on the northern tip; pop. 55,900 (est. 2009). It was founded 
c.

 408 
BC

 and was the site of the Colossus of Rhodes.










Rhodes, Cecil






(1853–1902), South African statesman, born in Britain; prime minister of Cape Colony 1890–96; full name 
Cecil John Rhodes

 . He expanded British territory in southern Africa, annexing Bechuanaland (now Botswana) in 1884 and developing Rhodesia from 1889. By 1890, he had acquired 90 percent of the world's production of diamonds.









Rhodesia

 
/rōˈdēZHə/






the former name of a large territory in central and southern Africa that was divided into Southern Rhodesia (now Zambia) in 1923 and into Northern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) in 1924.









Rhodesian

 
/rōˈdēZH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the former southern African territory of Rhodesia or its inhabitants




•
 
he was an observer at the Rhodesian elections.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the former southern African territory of Rhodesia




•
 
the team included two Australians, a Scotsman, and a Rhodesian.




















Rhodesian ridgeback

 
/rōˌdēZHən ˈrijˌbak/






noun




a dog of a breed having a short light brown coat and a ridge of hair along the middle of the back, growing in the opposite direction to the rest of the coat.













Rhodes Scholarship





I.
 
noun




any of several scholarships awarded annually for study at Oxford University by students from certain Commonwealth countries, South Africa, the US, and Germany.








II.
 
derivatives





Rhodes scholar






noun



















– origin

 named after Cecil 
Rhodes

 (see Rhodes, Cecil
 ), who founded the scholarships in 1902.





rhodium

 
/ˈrōdēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Rh

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 45, a hard silvery-white metal of the transition series, typically occurring in association with platinum.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
rhodon

 ‘rose’ (from the color of the solution of its salts).






rhodo-





I.
 
combining form






[chiefly Mineralogy]

 
[Chemistry]

 rose-colored




•
 
rhodochrosite.

















– origin

 from Greek 
rhodon

 ‘rose.’





rhodochrosite

 
/ˌrōdəˈkrōsīt rōˈdäkrəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of manganese carbonate, typically occurring as pink, brown, or gray rhombohedral crystals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhodokhrōs

 ‘rose-colored’ + -ite
 1
 .





rhododendron

 
/ˌrōdəˈdendrən/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree of the heath family, with large clusters of bell-shaped flowers and typically with large evergreen leaves, widely grown as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Rhododendron

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : many cultivars.]











– origin

 via Latin from Greek, from 
rhodon

 ‘rose’ + 
dendron

 ‘tree.’





rhodolite

 
/ˈrōdlˌīt/






noun




a pale violet or red variety of garnet, used as a gemstone.













rhodonite

 
/ˈrōdnˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a brownish or rose-pink mineral consisting of a silicate of manganese and other elements.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhodon

 ‘rose’ + -ite
 1
 .





Rhodope Mountains

 
/ˌrädəpē ˈmount(ə)nz/






a mountain system in the Balkans, in southeastern Europe, on the frontier between Bulgaria and Greece, rising to a height of over 6,600 feet (2,000 m) and including the Rila Mountains in the northwest.









Rhodophyta

 
/rōˈdäfədə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a division of lower plants that comprises the red algae.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from rhodo-
 ‘rose-colored’ + Greek 
phuta

 ‘plants.’





rhodophyte

 
/ˈrōdəˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a lower plant of the division 
Rhodophyta

 ; a red alga.














rhodopsin

 
/rōˈdäpsən/





I.
 
noun




a purplish-red light-sensitive pigment present in the retinas of humans and many other animal groups.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
rhodon

 ‘rose’ + 
opsis

 ‘sight’ + -in
 1
 .





rhodora

 
/rəˈdôrə/





I.
 
noun




a pink-flowered North American shrub of the heath family.

[
Rhododendron canadense

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin (former genus name), based on Greek 
rhodon

 ‘rose.’






rhomb

 
/räm(b)/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rhombohedral crystal.




2.
 
a rhombus.








II.
 
derivatives





rhombic

 
/ˈrämbik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
rhombus

 (see rhombus
 ).





rhomb.






abbreviation




rhombic.














rhombencephalon

 
/ˌrämˌbenˈsefəˌlän, -lən/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 another term for hindbrain
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from rhomb
 + encephalon
 .





rhombi

 
/ˈrämbī ˈrämˌbē/






plural form of rhombus
 .









rhombohedral

 
/ˌrämbōˈhēdrəl/






adjective




(chiefly of a crystal) shaped like a rhombohedron.













rhombohedron

 
/ˌrämbōˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solid figure whose faces are six equal rhombuses.




2.
 
a crystal or other solid object shaped like a rhombohedron.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from rhombus
 + -hedron
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polyhedron

 .






rhomboid

 
/ˈrämˌboid/





I.
 
adjective




having or resembling the shape of a rhombus.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quadrilateral of which only the opposite sides and angles are equal.




2.
 
(also 
rhomboid muscle

 )
 — another term for rhomboideus
 .








III.
 
derivatives





rhomboidal

 
/rämˈboidl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from French 
rhomboïde

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
rhomboeidēs

 , from 
rhombos

 (see rhombus
 ).






rhomboideus

 
/rämˈboidēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a muscle connecting the shoulder blade to the vertebrae.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
rhomboideus (musculus

 ) (see rhomboid
 ).





Rhombozoa

 
/ˌrämbəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a minor phylum of mesozoan worms that are parasites in the kidneys of cephalopod mollusks.




II.
 
derivatives





rhombozoan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
rhombos

 ‘rhombus’ + 
zōia

 ‘animals.’






rhombus

 
/ˈrämbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a parallelogram with opposite equal acute angles, opposite equal obtuse angles, and four equal sides.




2.
 
any parallelogram with equal sides, including a square.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
rhombos

 .





Rhône

 
/rōn/






a river in southwestern Europe that rises in the Swiss Alps and flows 505 miles (812 km) through Lake Geneva into France, then to Lyons, Avignon, and the Mediterranean Sea west of Marseilles, where it forms a wide delta.









rhotacization

 
/ˌrōdəsəˈzāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Linguistics]

 change of an original 
s

 or 
z

 to 
r

 , as in 
was

 and 
were

 .




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 
[Phonetics]

 pronunciation of a vowel to reflect a following 
r

 in the orthography, e.g., in 
farm

 , 
bird

 .








II.
 
derivatives





rhotacized

 
/ˈrōtəˌsīzd /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: from 
rhotacize

 (from Greek 
rhōtakizein

 ) + -ation
 .





rhotic

 
/ˈrōdik/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 of, relating to, or denoting a dialect or variety of English, e.g., Midwestern American English, in which 
r

 is pronounced before a consonant (as in 
hard

 ) and at the ends of words (as in 
far

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





rhoticity

 
/rōˈtisətē /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
rhot-

 , stem of 
rho

 (see rho
 ) + -ic
 .





rhp

 
r.h.p.






abbreviation




rated horsepower.













RHS






abbreviation



1.
 
Royal Historical Society.




2.
 
Royal Horticultural Society.




3.
 
Royal Humane Society.













rhubarb

 
/ˈro͞oˌbärb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thick leaf stalks of a cultivated plant of the dock family, which are reddish or green and eaten as a fruit after cooking.




2.
 
the large-leaved Eurasian plant that produces rhubarb.

[
Rheum rhaponticum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]




3.
 
used in names of other plants of the sane genus as rhubarb, several of which are used medicinally, e.g., 
Chinese rhubarb

 .




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 the noise made by a group of actors to give the impression of indistinct background conversation or to represent the noise of a crowd, especially by the random repetition of the word “rhubarb” with different intonations.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a heated dispute




•
 
rhubarbs often broke out among these less than professional players.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the rootstock of other plants of this genus used medicinally): from Old French 
reubarbe

 , from a shortening of medieval Latin 
rheubarbarum

 , alteration (by association with 
rheum

 ‘rhubarb’) of 
rhabarbarum

 ‘foreign rhubarb,’ from Greek 
rha

 (also meaning ‘rhubarb’) + 
barbaros

 ‘foreign.’





rhumb

 
/rəm(b)/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
rhumb line

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 an imaginary line on the earth's surface cutting all meridians at the same angle, used as the standard method of plotting a ship's course on a chart.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 any of the 32 points of the compass.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
rumb

 (earlier 
ryn (de vent

 ) ‘point of the compass’), probably from Dutch 
ruim

 ‘space, room.’ The spelling change was due to association with Latin 
rhombus

 (see rhombus
 ).






rhyme

 
/rīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
correspondence of sound between words or the endings of words, especially when these are used at the ends of lines of poetry.




2.
 
a short poem in which the sound of the word or syllable at the end of each line corresponds with that at the end of another.




3.
 
poetry or verse marked by rhyme




•
 
the clues were written 
in rhyme

 .










4.
 
a word that has the same sound as another.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a word, syllable, or line) have or end with a sound that corresponds to another




•
 
balloon 
rhymes with

 moon




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rhyming

 )
 
rhyming verses.










2.
 
(of a poem or song) be composed of lines that end in words or syllables with sounds that correspond with those at the ends of other lines




•
 
the poem would have been better if it had rhymed.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
rhyme something with

 )
 — put a word together with (another word that has a corresponding sound), as when writing poetry




•
 
I'm not sure about rhyming perestroika with balalaika.










4.
 


‹literary›

 compose verse or poetry




•
 
Musa rhymed and sang.














III.
 
phrases





rhyme or reason






[with 
negative

 ]
 — logical explanation or reason




•
 
without rhyme or reason his mood changed.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rhymer

 
/ˈrīmər /






noun













2.
 
rhymist

 
/-ist /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English 
rime

 , from Old French, from medieval Latin 
rithmus

 , via Latin from Greek 
rhuthmos

 (see rhythm
 ). The current spelling was introduced in the early 17th cent. under the influence of 
rhythm

 .





rhyme scheme

 
/rīm skēm/






noun




the ordered pattern of rhymes at the ends of the lines of a poem or verse.













rhymester

 
/ˈrīmstər/






noun




a person who composes rhymes, especially simple ones.













rhyming slang

 
/ˈrīmiNG ˌslaNG/






noun




a type of slang that replaces words with rhyming words or phrases, typically with the rhyming element omitted. For example 
butcher's

 , short for 
butcher's hook

 , means “look” in Cockney rhyming slang.













rhyolite

 
/ˈrīəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a pale fine-grained volcanic rock of granitic composition, typically porphyritic in texture.








II.
 
derivatives





rhyolitic

 
/ˌrīəˈlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Rhyolit

 , from Greek 
rhuax

 ‘lava stream’ + 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





Rhys, Jean

 
/rēs/






(1890–1979), British novelist and short-story writer, born in Dominica; pseudonym of 
Ella Gwendolen Rees Williams

 . Notable novels: 
Good Morning, Midnight

 (1939) and 
Wide Sargasso Sea

 (1966).










rhythm

 
/ˈriT͟Həm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong, regular, repeated pattern of movement or sound




•
 
Ruth listened to the rhythm of his breathing.










2.
 
the systematic arrangement of musical sounds, principally according to duration and periodic stress.




3.
 
a particular type of pattern formed by rhythm




•
 
guitar melodies with deep African rhythms.










4.
 
a person's natural feeling for rhythm




•
 
they've got no rhythm.










5.
 
the measured flow of words and phrases in verse or prose as determined by the relation of long and short or stressed and unstressed syllables.




6.
 
a regularly recurring sequence of events, actions, or processes




•
 
the twice daily rhythms of the tides.










7.
 


[Art]

 a harmonious sequence or correlation of colors or elements.








II.
 
derivatives





rhythmless






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also originally in the sense ‘rhyme’): from French 
rhythme

 , or via Latin from Greek 
rhuthmos

 (related to 
rhein

 ‘to flow’).






rhythm and blues

 
R & B






noun




a form of popular music of African-American origin that arose during the 1940s from blues, with the addition of driving rhythms taken from jazz. It was an immediate precursor of rock and roll.













rhythm guitar






noun




a guitar part consisting of the chord sequences of a pop or rock song.













rhythm guitarist






noun




a person who plays rhythm guitar in a rock or pop group




•
 
he's certainly one of the best rhythm guitarists in history.



















rhythmic

 
/ˈriT͟Hmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to rhythm




•
 
a rhythmic dance.










2.
 
occurring regularly




•
 
there are rhythmic changes in our bodies.














II.
 
derivatives





rhythmical






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
rhythmique

 or via Latin from Greek 
rhuthmikos

 , from 
rhuthmos

 (see rhythm
 ).





rhythmically

 
/ˈriT͟Hmik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to rhythm




•
 
rhythmically complex music




•
 
rhythmically precise passages of dialogue.










2.
 
in a rhythmic manner




•
 
the verses are rhythmically chanted




•
 
they all moved rhythmically to the music.



















rhythmic gymnastics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a form of gymnastics emphasizing dancelike rhythmic routines, typically accentuated by the use of ribbons or hoops.








II.
 
derivatives





rhythmic gymnast






noun





















rhythmicity

 
/ˌriT͟Hˈmisədē/






noun




rhythmical quality or character




•
 
the nursery rhymes' rhythmicity makes them particularly easy to learn.




















rhythm method

 
/ˈriT͟Həm ˈmeTHəd/






noun




a method of avoiding conception by which sexual intercourse is restricted to the times of a woman's menstrual cycle when ovulation is least likely to occur.













rhythm section

 
/ˈriT͟Həm ˈsekSHən/






noun




the part of a pop or jazz group supplying the rhythm, generally regarded as consisting of bass and drums and sometimes piano or guitar.













rhyton

 
/ˈrītän/





I.
 
noun




a type of drinking vessel used in ancient Greece, typically having the form of an animal's head or a horn, with the hole for drinking at the bottom.











– origin

 from Greek 
rhuton

 , neuter of 
rhutos

 ‘flowing’; related to 
rhein

 ‘to flow.’





RI






abbreviation



1.
 
Rex et Imperator (King and Emperor) or Regina et Imperatrix (Queen and Empress).

[Latin.]




2.
 
Rhode Island (in official postal use).




3.
 
Royal Institute or Institution.













ria

 
/ˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Geography]

 a long narrow inlet formed by the partial submergence of a river valley.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Spanish 
ría

 ‘estuary.’





RIA






abbreviation



1.
 
radioimmunoassay.




2.
 
Royal Irish Academy.













rial

 
/rēˈäl rēˈôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
riyal

 )
 — the basic monetary unit of Iran and Oman, equal to 100 dinars in Iran and 1000 baiza in Oman.




2.
 
variant spelling of riyal
 .











– origin

 via Persian from Arabic 
riyāl

 (see riyal
 ).





Rialto

 
/rēˈaltō, -ˈäl-/





I.
 
a city in southwestern California, west of San Bernardino; pop. 98,700 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an island in Venice, Italy, that contains the old mercantile quarter of medieval Venice. The Rialto Bridge, completed in 1591, crosses the Grand Canal between Rialto and the San Marco Islands.









rib

 
/rib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a series of slender curved bones articulated in pairs to the spine (twelve pairs in humans), protecting the thoracic cavity and its organs.




2.
 
a rib of an animal with meat adhering to it used as food; a joint or cut from the ribs of an animal.




3.
 
a long raised piece of stronger or thicker material across a surface or through a structure, and typically serving to support or strengthen it, in particular




4.
 


[Architecture]

 a curved member supporting a vault or defining its form.




5.
 
any of the curved transverse pieces of metal or timber in a ship, extending up from the keel and forming part of the framework of the hull.




6.
 
each of the curved pieces of wood forming the body of a lute or the sides of a violin.




7.
 
each of the hinged rods supporting the fabric of an umbrella.




8.
 


[Aeronautics]

 a structural member in an airfoil, extending back from the leading edge and serving to define the contour of the airfoil.




9.
 
a vein of a leaf (especially the midrib) or an insect's wing.




10.
 
a ridge of rock or land.




11.
 


[Knitting]

 a combination of alternate knit (plain) and purl stitches producing a ridged, slightly elastic fabric, used especially for the cuffs and bottom edges of sweaters.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be ribbed

 )
 — mark with or form into raised bands or ridges




•
 
the road ahead was ribbed with furrows of slush.










2.
 


‹informal›

 tease good-naturedly




•
 
the first time I appeared in the outfit I was ribbed mercilessly.














III.
 
derivatives





ribless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rib

 , 
ribb

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rib(be

 ) and German 
Rippe

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the mid 16th cent.; the sense ‘tease’ was originally a US slang usage meaning ‘to fool, dupe’ (1930s).





RIB





I.
 
noun




a small open boat with a fiberglass hull and inflatable rubber sides.











– origin

 acronym from 
rigid inflatable boat

 .





ribald

 
/ˈribəld ˈrīˌbôld/





I.
 
adjective




referring to sexual matters in an amusingly rude or irreverent way




•
 
a ribald comment.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a lowly retainer or a licentious or irreverent person): from Old French 
ribauld

 , from 
riber

 ‘indulge in licentious pleasures,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘prostitute.’





ribaldry

 
/ˈribəldrē ˈriˌbôldrē/






noun




ribald talk or behavior.














riband

 
/ˈribənd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a ribbon.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
riban

 , probably from a Germanic compound of the noun band
 1
 .





ribbed

 
/ribd/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a fabric or garment) having a pattern of raised bands




•
 
a ribbed cashmere sweater.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 (of a vault or other structure) strengthened with ribs.













Ribbentrop, Joachim von

 
/ˈribənˌtrōp/






(1893–1946), German Nazi politician. As foreign minister 1938–45, he signed the nonaggression pact with the former Soviet Union in 1939. He was convicted as a war criminal in the Nuremberg trials and hanged.









ribbie

 
/ˈribē/





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 a run batted in.

See RBI
 .











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: elaboration of RBI
 .





ribbing

 
/ˈribiNG/






noun



1.
 
a riblike structure or pattern, especially a band of knitting in rib.




2.
 


‹informal›

 good-natured teasing.













ribbit

 
/ˈribit/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the characteristic croaking sound of a frog




•
 
the power of the male's commanding “ribbit” came not from the throat but from vibrations in ear membranes.

















– origin

 imitative.





ribbon

 
/ˈribən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow strip of fabric, used especially for tying something or for decoration




•
 
the tiny pink ribbons in her hair




•
 
cut four lengths of ribbon.










2.
 
a strip of fabric of a special color or design awarded as a prize or worn to indicate the holding of an honor, especially a small multicolored piece of ribbon worn in place of the medal it represents




•
 
old horse show ribbons and rosettes.










3.
 
a long, narrow strip of something




•
 
slice the peppers into ribbons lengthwise.










4.
 
a narrow band of inked material wound on a spool and forming the inking agent in some typewriters and computer printers.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extend or move in a long narrow strip like a ribbon




•
 
miles of concrete ribboned behind the bus.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cut a (or the) ribbon






perform an opening ceremony, typically by formally cutting a ribbon across the entrance to somewhere.









2.
 
cut (or tear) something to ribbons





a.
 
cut (or tear) something so badly that only ragged strips remain.




b.
 
damage something severely




•
 
the country has seen its economy torn to ribbons by recession.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ribboned






adjective













2.
 
ribbonlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: variant of riband
 . The French spelling 
ruban

 was also frequent in the 16th–18th centuries.





ribbon cable






noun




a cable for transmitting electronic signals consisting of several insulated wires connected together to form a flat ribbon.













ribbon development






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the building of houses along a main road, especially one leading out of a town or city.














ribbonfish

 
/ˈribənˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of long slender fishes that typically have a dorsal fin running the length of the body, in particular

[● a fish of the dealfish family (
Trachipteridae

 ). ● a fish of the cutlassfish family (
Trichiuridae

 ). ● another term for oarfish
 .]














ribbon grass






noun




another term for tape grass
 .













ribbon worm

 
/ˈribən ˌwərm/






noun




a chiefly aquatic worm with an elongated, unsegmented, flattened body that is typically brightly colored and tangled in knots, and a long proboscis for catching food.

[Phylum 
Nemertea

 : two classes.]













ribby

 
/ˈribē/






adjective




having prominent ribs




•
 
ribby, bony-rumped, horned cattle.



















rib cage

 
/ˈrib ˌkāj/






noun




the bony frame formed by the ribs around the chest.













Ribera, José de

 
/rēˈbārä/






(
c.

 1591–1652), Spanish painter and etcher, resident in Italy from 1616; known as 
Lo Spagnoletto

 (“the little Spaniard”); full name 
José or Jusepe de Ribera

 . He is noted for his religious and genre paintings.









rib eye

 
rib-eye steak






noun




a cut of beef from the outer side of the ribs




•
 
a menu that runs to gargantuan rib eyes and ten-pound lobsters.



















ribitol

 
/ˈrībiˌtôl, -ˌtōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless crystalline compound that is formed by reduction of ribose and occurs in certain plants.

[An alcohol; chem. formula: HOCH2
 (CHOH)3
 CH2
 OH.]











– origin

 1940s: from ribose
 + -ite
 1
 + -ol
 .






riboflavin

 
/ˌrībəˈflāvin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a yellow vitamin of the B complex that is essential for metabolic energy production. It is present in many foods, especially milk, liver, eggs, and green vegetables, and is also synthesized by the intestinal flora.

Also called vitamin B2 (see vitamin B
 ).











– origin

 1930s: from ribose
 + Latin 
flavus

 ‘yellow’ + -in
 1
 .





ribonuclease

 
/ˌrībōˈnyo͞oklēās/






noun




another term for RNase
 .














ribonucleic acid

 
/ˌrībōnyo͞oˌklēik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




see RNA
 .











– origin

 1930s: 
ribonucleic

 from ribose
 + nucleic acid
 .






ribose

 
/ˈrībōz ˈrīˌbōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the pentose class that occurs widely in nature as a constituent of nucleosides and several vitamins and enzymes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: arbitrary alteration of arabinose
 , a related sugar.





ribosome

 
/ˈrībəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a minute particle consisting of RNA and associated proteins, found in large numbers in the cytoplasm of living cells. They bind messenger RNA and transfer RNA to synthesize polypeptides and proteins.








II.
 
derivatives





ribosomal

 
/ˌrībəˈsōməl /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from ribonucleic acid
 + -some
 3
 .





ribozyme

 
/ˈrībəˌzīm/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an RNA molecule capable of acting as an enzyme.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
ribonucleic

 (from ribonucleic acid
 ) and enzyme
 .





rib-tickler

 
/rib ˈtik(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an amusing joke or story.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rib-tickling






adjective













2.
 
rib-ticklingly






adverb





















ribulose

 
/ˈrībyəˌlōs, -ˌlōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the pentose class that is an important intermediate in carbohydrate metabolism and photosynthesis.











– origin

 1930s: from ribose
 + 
-ulose

 .





ribwort

 
/ˈribwərt ˈribˌwôrt /

 
ribwort plantain






noun




a Eurasian plantain with erect ribbed leaves and a rounded flower spike, well established as a weed in North America.

[
Plantago lanceolata

 , family 
Plantaginaceae

 .]













Ricardian1


 
/riˈkärdēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the time of any of three kings of England, Richard I, II, and III.




2.
 
of or holding the view that Richard III was a just king who was misrepresented by Shakespeare and other writers.








II.
 
noun




a contemporary or supporter of Richard III.








III.
 
derivatives





Ricardianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Ricardus

 ‘Richard’ + -ian
 .





Ricardian2







adjective




relating to or denoting the doctrines of the political economist David Ricardo (1772–1823).













Ricci tensor

 
/ˈrēCHē, ˈriCHē/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a set of components that describes part of the curvature of space-time. It is a symmetric second-order tensor.











– origin

 1920s: named after Curbastro G. 
Ricci

 (1853–1925), Italian mathematician.






rice

 
/rīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swamp grass that is widely cultivated as a source of food, especially in Asia.

[
Oryza sativa

 , family 
Gramineae

 . 
African rice

 belongs to the related species 
O. glaberrima

 , whereas the so-called 
wild rice

 is not a true rice at all.]




2.
 
the seeds of the rice plant used as food.





Rice provides the staple diet of half the world's population and is second only to wheat in terms of total output. Rice seedlings are usually planted in flooded fields or paddies, so that terraces are necessary on hillsides and a reliable source of water is essential.




II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 force (cooked potatoes or other vegetables) through a sieve or ricer.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ris

 , from Italian 
riso

 , from Greek 
oruza

 .





RICE






abbreviation




rest, ice, compression, and elevation (treatment method for bruises, strains, and sprains).













Rice, Anne

 
/rīs/






(1941–), US writer; born 
Howard Allen O'Brien

 ; pen names 
A. N. Roquelaure

 and 
Anne Rampling

 . She is best known for her series called the 
Vampire Chronicles

 , which includes 
Interview with the Vampire

 (1976), 
The Queen of the Damned

 (1988), and 
Merrick

 (2000).









Rice, Condoleezza






(1954–), US secretary of state 2005–09. Fluent in Russian, she became President George H. W. Bush's adviser on Soviet affairs in 1989, and that same year joined the National Security Council. Under President George W. Bush, she served as national security adviser 2001–05.









Rice, Jerry






(1962–), US football player. A wide receiver for the San Francisco 49ers 1985–2000, the Oakland Raiders 2001–04, and the Seattle Seahawks 2004, he set NFL records in pass receptions and touchdowns. Football Hall of Fame 2010.









Rice, Sir Tim

 
/rīs/






(1944–), English lyricist and entertainer; full name 
Timothy Miles Bindon Rice

 . With Andrew Lloyd Webber, he cowrote a number of musicals, including 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

 (1968), 
Jesus Christ Superstar

 (1971), and 
Evita

 (1978).









rice bowl

 
/rīs bōl/






noun



1.
 
a dish out of which rice is eaten.




2.
 
an area in which abundant quantities of rice are grown.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — one's livelihood (used especially in reference to Asia)




•
 
entrenched vested interests will fight to the death to protect their rice bowl.



















rice burner






noun






‹derogatory›

 a Japanese motorcycle.













rice paper

 
/rīs ˈpāpər/






noun




thin translucent edible paper made from the flattened and dried pith of a shrub, used in painting (especially oriental) and in baking biscuits and cakes.

[This paper is obtained from the Chinese plant 
Tetrapanax papyriferus

 (family 
Araliaceae

 ) or from the Indo-Pacific plant 
Scaevola sericea

 (family 
Goodeniaceae

 ).]













ricer

 
/ˈrīsər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a utensil with small holes through which boiled potatoes or other soft food can be pushed to form particles of a similar size to grains of rice.













rice rat






noun




a nocturnal rat that typically lives in marshy or damp areas, native to America, the Caribbean, and the Galapagos Islands.

[
Oryzomys

 and other genera, family 
Muridae

 : numerous species.]













ricercar

 
/ˌrēCHərˈkär /

 
ricercare





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an elaborate instrumental composition in fugal or canonic style, typically of the 16th to 18th centuries.











– origin

 from Italian 
ricercare

 ‘search out.’





rich

 
/riCH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a great deal of money or assets; wealthy




•
 
most of these artists are already quite rich




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the rich

 )
 
every day the gap between the rich and the poor widens.










2.
 
(of a country or region) having valuable natural resources or a successful economy.




3.
 
of expensive materials or workmanship; demonstrating wealth




•
 
rich mahogany furniture.










4.
 
generating wealth; valuable




•
 
not all football players enjoy rich rewards from the game.










5.
 
plentiful; abundant




•
 
the nation’s rich and diverse wildlife.










6.
 
having (a particular thing) in large amounts




•
 
many vegetables and fruits are 
rich in

 antioxidant vitamins




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a protein-rich diet.










7.
 
(of food) containing a large amount of fat, spices, sugar, etc.




•
 
dishes with wonderfully rich sauces.










8.
 
(of drink) full-bodied




•
 
a rich, hoppy beer.










9.
 
(of the mixture in an internal combustion engine) containing a high proportion of fuel.




10.
 
producing a large quantity of something




•
 
novels have always been a rich source of material for the film industry.










11.
 
(of soil or a piece of land) having the properties necessary to produce fertile growth.




12.
 
(of a mine or mineral deposit) yielding a large quantity or proportion of precious metal.




13.
 
(of a color, sound, smell, etc.) pleasantly deep or strong




•
 
his rich bass voice




•
 
basmati rice has a rich aroma.










14.
 
interesting because full of diversity or complexity




•
 
what a full, rich life you lead!










15.
 


‹informal›

 (of a remark) causing ironic amusement or indignation




•
 
these comments are 
a bit rich

 coming from a woman with no money worries.

















– origin

 Old English 
rīce

 ‘powerful, wealthy,’ of Germanic origin, related to Dutch 
rijk

 and German 
reich

 ; ultimately from Celtic; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
riche

 ‘rich, powerful.’





-rich






combining form




containing a large amount of something specified




•
 
lime-rich




•
 
protein-rich.



















Rich, Buddy

 
/riCH/






(1917–87), US jazz drummer and bandleader; born 
Bernard Rich

 . He played for bandleaders such as 
Artie Shaw

 and 
Tommy Dorsey

 and then formed his own band in 1946.










Richard

 
/ˈriCHərd/





I.
 
the name of three kings of England.




II.
 


Richard I

 (1157–99), son of Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine; reigned 1189–99; known as 
Richard Coeur de Lion

 or 
Richard the Lionheart

 . He led the Third Crusade, defeating Saladin at Arsuf (1191), but failed to capture Jerusalem. Returning home, he was held hostage by the Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI until being released in 1194 on payment of a huge ransom.




III.
 


Richard II

 (1367–1400), son of the Black Prince; reigned 1377–99. During his minority the government was dominated by his uncle John of Gaunt. Following his minority, he executed or banished most of his former opponents. His confiscation of his uncle John of Gaunt's estate on the latter's death provoked Henry Bolingbroke's return from exile to overthrow him.




IV.
 


Richard III

 (1452–85), brother of Edward IV; reigned 1483–85. He served as Protector to his nephew Edward V, who, after two months, was declared illegitimate and subsequently disappeared. Richard's brief rule ended at Bosworth Field, where he was defeated by Henry Tudor and killed.









Richard, Maurice

 
/rēˈSHärd/






(1921–2000), Canadian hockey player; nickname 
The Rocket

 ; full name 
Maurice Joseph Henri Richard

 . Playing for the Montreal Canadiens 1942–60, he was the first professional hockey player to score 50 goals in one season 1944–45, a record that stood until the early 1980s. Hockey Hall of Fame (1961).









Richards, I. A.

 
/ˈriCHərdz/






(1893–1979), English literary critic and poet; full name 
Ivor Armstrong Richards

 . He emphasized the importance of close textual study and praised irony, ambiguity, and allusiveness.









Richardson

 
/ˈriCHərdsən/






a city in northeastern Texas, northeast of Dallas; pop. 101,589 (est. 2008).









Richardson, Samuel






(1689–1761), English novelist. His first novel 
Pamela

 (1740–41), entirely in the form of letters and journals, popularized the epistolary novel. He experimented further with the genre in 
Clarissa Harlowe

 (1747–48), in which he explored moral issues in a detailed social context with psychological intensity.









Richardson, Sir Ralph






(1902–83), English actor; full name 
Sir Ralph David Richardson

 . He played many Shakespearean roles as well as leading parts in plays, including Harold Pinter's 
No Man's Land

 (1975), and movies, including 
Oh! What a Lovely War

 (1969).









Richard the Lionheart

 
/ˌriCHərd T͟Hə ˈlīənhärt/






, Richard I of England (see Richard
 ).









Richelieu, Duc de

 
/ˈriSHəlˌ(y)o͞o/






(1585–1642), French cardinal and statesman; born 
Armand Jean du Plessis

 ; known as 
Cardinal Richelieu

 . He was chief minister to Louis XIII 1624–42 and established the Académie française in 1635.









richen

 
/ˈriCHən/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make richer




•
 
a town richened by several auto assembly plants.



















riches

 
/ˈriCHiz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
material wealth




•
 
riches beyond their wildest dreams.










2.
 
valuable natural resources




•
 
the riches of the world's waters




•
 


‹figurative›

 the riches of the Serbian oral tradition.

















– origin

 Middle English: variant (later interpreted as a plural form) of archaic 
richesse

 , from Old French 
richeise

 (from 
riche

 ‘rich’).





Richfield

 
/ˈriCHˌfēld/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, south of Minneapolis; pop. 32,728 (est. 2008).









Richie, Lionel

 
/ˈriCHē/






(1949–), US songwriter, singer, and producer; full name 
Lionel Brockman Richie, Jr.

 . His hits include 
“We Are the World”

 (1985), which he cowrote with Michael Jackson; 
“Say You, Say Me”

 (1986); and 
“Dancing on the Ceiling”

 (1987). His works are collected in albums such as 
Time

 (1998) and 
Renaissance

 (2001).









Richland

 
/ˈriCHlənd/






a city in southeastern Washington, on the Columbia and Yakima rivers, near Kennewick and Pasco; pop. 46,155 (est. 2008).









Richler, Mordecai

 
/ˈriCHlər/






(1931–2001), Canadian writer. One of his best-known novels is 
The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz

 (1959). Other notable works: 
The Incomparable Atuk

 (1963), 
St. Urbain's Horseman

 (1971), and 
Simon Gursky Was Here

 (1989).









richly

 
/ˈriCHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an elaborate, generous, or plentiful way




•
 
she was richly dressed in the height of fashion




•
 
Levkas and its neighboring islands reward explorers richly.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — fully (used especially to indicate that someone or something merits a particular thing)




•
 
give your family a richly deserved vacation.



















Richmond

 
/ˈriCHmənd/





I.
 
an industrial port city in north central California, on the eastern side of San Francisco Bay, north of Berkeley; pop. 102,285 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in east central Indiana; pop. 36,733 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in east central Kentucky, southeast of Lexington; pop. 32,895 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
the capital of Virginia, a port on the James River; pop. 202,002 (est. 2008). During the Civil War, it was the Confederate capital from July 1861 until its capture in 1865.









richness

 
/ˈriCHnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of existing in or containing plentiful quantities of something desirable




•
 
tropical gardens with an enormous richness of flora and fauna




•
 
the richness and diversity of human culture.










2.
 
the quality of containing a large amount of fat, spices, sugar, etc.




•
 
the sorrel cuts through the richness of the sauce.










3.
 
the quality of being pleasingly deep or strong




•
 
her voice retains a wonderful richness of tone




•
 
all are amazed at the richness of the colors.



















Richter scale

 
/ˈriktər ˌskāl/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a numerical scale for expressing the magnitude of an earthquake on the basis of seismograph oscillations. The more destructive earthquakes typically have magnitudes between about 5.5 and 8.9; the scale is logarithmic and a difference of one represents an approximate thirtyfold difference in magnitude.











– origin

 1930s: named after Charles F. 
Richter

 (1900–85), American geologist.





Richthofen, Manfred

 
/ˈriKHtˌhōfən, ˈrikˌtōvən/






Freiherr von (1882–1918), German fighter pilot; known as 
the Red Baron

 . He flew a distinctive bright red aircraft and was eventually shot down, after destroying 80 enemy planes.









ricin

 
/ˈrīsən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a highly toxic protein obtained from the pressed seeds of the castor-oil plant.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Ricinus communis

 (denoting the castor-oil plant) + -in
 1
 .





rick1


 
/rik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stack of hay, corn, straw, or similar material, especially one built into a regular shape and thatched.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a pile of firewood somewhat smaller than a cord.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a set of shelving for storing barrels.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form into rick or ricks; stack




•
 
the nine cords of good spruce wood 
ricked up

 in the back yard.

















– origin

 Old English 
hrēac

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rook

 .





rick2


 
/rik/





I.
 
noun




a slight sprain or strain, especially in a person's neck or back.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strain (one's neck or back) slightly.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a verb): of dialect origin.






rickets

 
/ˈrikits/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 a disease of children caused by vitamin D deficiency, characterized by imperfect calcification, softening, and distortion of the bones typically resulting in bow legs.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an alteration of Greek 
rhakhitis

 (see rachitis
 ).





rickettsia

 
/rəˈketsēə/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of very small bacteria that includes the causative agents of typhus and various other febrile diseases in humans. Like viruses, many of them can only grow inside living cells, and they are frequently transmitted by mites, ticks, or lice.

[Genus 
Rickettsia

 , order 
Rickettsiales

 ; Gram-negative rods.]








II.
 
derivatives





rickettsial






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, named after Howard Taylor 
Ricketts

 (1871–1910), American pathologist.





rickety

 
/ˈrikidē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a structure or piece of equipment) poorly made and likely to collapse




•
 
we went carefully up the rickety stairs




•
 


‹figurative›

 a rickety banking system.










2.
 
(of a person) suffering from rickets.








II.
 
derivatives





ricketiness






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from rickets
 + -y
 1
 .





rickey

 
/ˈrikē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a drink consisting of liquor, typically gin, mixed with lime juice, carbonated water, and ice




•
 
gin rickey.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably from the surname 
Rickey

 .





Rickover, Hyman

 
/ˈrikˌōvər/






(1900–1986), US naval officer; born in Russian-controlled Poland; full name 
Hyman George Rickover

 . A rear admiral in 1953 and a vice admiral in 1958, he was the individual most responsible for creating the US nuclear-powered navy. The world's first nuclear-powered submarine, the USS 
Nautilus

 , was launched under his direction in 1954. Presidential Medal of Freedom (1980).









rickrack

 
/ˈrikrak/





I.
 
noun




braided trimming in a zigzag pattern, used especially as decoration on clothes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






ricksha

 
/ˈrikˌSHô /

 
rickshaw





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light two-wheeled hooded vehicle drawn by one or more people, used chiefly in Asian countries.




2.
 
a vehicle similar to a three-wheeled bicycle, having a seat for passengers behind the driver.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of jinrikisha
 .





RICO

 
/ˈrēkō/






abbreviation




(in the US) Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act.













ricochet

 
/ˈrikəˌSHā ˈrikəˌSHet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shot or hit that rebounds one or more times off a surface.




2.
 
the action or movement of a bullet, shell, or other projectile when rebounding off a surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bullet, shell, or other projectile) rebound one or more times off a surface




•
 
a bullet ricocheted off a nearby wall.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to rebound off a surface




•
 
they fired off a couple of rounds, ricocheting the bullets against a wall.










3.
 
move or appear to move with a series of rebounds




•
 
the sound ricocheted around the hall.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





ricotta

 
/rəˈkädə/





I.
 
noun




a soft white unsalted Italian cheese.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘recooked, cooked twice.’





RICS






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.













rictus

 
/ˈriktəs/





I.
 
noun




a fixed grimace or grin




•
 
Ned's smile had become a rictus of repulsion.














II.
 
derivatives





rictal

 
/ˈriktəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘open mouth,’ from 
rict-

 ‘gaped,’ from the verb 
ringi

 .






rid

 
/rid/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
rid someone/something of

 )


1.
 
make someone or something free of (a troublesome or unwanted person or thing)




•
 
we now have the greatest chance ever to rid the world of nuclear weapons.










2.
 
(
be rid of

 )
 — be freed or relieved from




•
 
she couldn't wait to be rid of us.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be well rid of






be in a better state for having removed or disposed of (a troublesome or unwanted person or thing).









2.
 
get rid of






take action so as to be free of (a troublesome or unwanted person or thing).















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
rythja

 . The original sense ‘to clear’ described clearing land of trees and undergrowth; this gave rise to ‘free from refuse or encumbrances,’ later becoming generalized.





riddance

 
/ˈridns/





I.
 
noun




the action of getting rid of a troublesome or unwanted person or thing.








II.
 
phrases





good riddance






said to express relief at being free of a troublesome or unwanted person or thing.

















ridden

 
/ˈridn/






past participle of ride
 .









riddle1


 
/ˈridl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a question or statement intentionally phrased so as to require ingenuity in ascertaining its answer or meaning, typically presented as a game.




2.
 
a person, event, or fact that is difficult to understand or explain




•
 
the riddle of her death.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 speak in or pose riddles




•
 
he who knows not how to riddle.










2.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 solve or explain (a riddle) to (someone)




•
 
riddle me this then.














III.
 
phrases





talk (or speak) in riddles






express oneself in an ambiguous or puzzling manner.












IV.
 
derivatives





riddler

 
/ˈrid(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rǣdels

 , 
rǣdelse

 ‘opinion, conjecture, riddle’; related to Dutch 
raadsel

 , German 
Rätsel

 , also to read
 .





riddle2


 
/ˈridl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be riddled

 )
 — make many holes in (someone or something), especially with gunshot




•
 
his car was riddled by sniper fire.










2.
 
fill or permeate (someone or something), especially with something unpleasant or undesirable




•
 
the existing law is 
riddled with

 loopholes.










3.
 
pass (a substance) through a large coarse sieve




•
 
for final potting, the soil mixture is not riddled.










4.
 
remove ashes or other unwanted material from (something, especially a fire or stove) with a sieve.








II.
 
noun




a large coarse sieve, especially one used for separating ashes from cinders or sand from gravel.











– origin

 late Old English 
hriddel

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
cribrum

 ‘sieve,’ 
cernere

 ‘separate,’ and Greek 
krinein

 ‘decide.’





riddling

 
/ˈridliNG, ˈridl-iNG/





I.
 
adjective




speaking or expressed in riddles; enigmatic




•
 
the riddling sphinx.














II.
 
derivatives





riddlingly






adverb






















ride

 
/rīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sit on and control the movement of (an animal, especially a horse), typically as a recreation or sport




•
 
Diana went to watch him ride his horse




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I haven't ridden much since the accident.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — travel on a horse or other animal




•
 
we 
rode on

 horseback




•
 
some of the officers were riding back.










3.
 
sit on and control (a bicycle or motorcycle) for recreation or as a means of transport




•
 
he rode a Harley Davidson across the U.S.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ride in/on

 )
 — travel in or on (a vehicle) as a passenger




•
 
I started riding on the buses.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 travel in (a vehicle) or on (a public transport system) as a passenger




•
 
she rides the bus across 42nd Street.










6.
 
go through or over (an area) on horseback, a bicycle, etc.




•
 
ride the full length of the Ridgeway.










7.
 
compete in (a race) on horseback or on a bicycle or motorcycle




•
 
I rode a good race.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle, animal, etc.) be of a particular character for riding on or in




•
 
the van rode as well as some cars of twice the price.










9.
 


‹informal›

 transport (someone) in a vehicle




•
 
the taxi driver who rode Kelly into the airport not long ago.










10.
 
be carried or supported by (something with a great deal of momentum)




•
 
a stream of young surfers fighting the elements to ride the waves




•
 


‹figurative›

 the fund rode the growth boom in the 1980s.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — project or overlap




•
 
when two lithospheric plates collide, one tends to 
ride over

 the other.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vessel) sail or float




•
 
a large cedar barque 
rode at anchor






•
 


‹figurative›

 the moon was riding high in the sky.










13.
 
(
be ridden

 )
 — be full of or dominated by




•
 
you must not think him ridden with angst




•
 (
-ridden

 )
 
the crime-ridden streets.










14.
 
yield to (a blow) so as to reduce its impact




•
 
Harrison drew back his jaw as if riding the blow.










15.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with.




16.
 


(N. Amer.)

 annoy, pester, or tease




•
 
if you don't give all the kids a chance to play, the parents ride you.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a journey made on horseback, on a bicycle or motorcycle, or in a vehicle




•
 
did you enjoy your ride?




•
 


‹figurative›

 investors have had a bumpy ride.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person giving someone a lift in their vehicle




•
 
their ride into town had dropped them off near the bridge.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a motor vehicle




•
 
that green Chevy over there, that's my ride.










4.
 
the quality of comfort or smoothness offered by a vehicle while it is being driven, as perceived by the driver or passenger




•
 
the ride is comfortable, though there is a slight roll when cornering.










5.
 
a path, typically one through woods, for riding horses.




6.
 


(Canadian)

 a demonstration of horse riding as an entertainment.




7.
 
a roller coaster, merry-go-round, or other amusement ridden at a fair or amusement park.




8.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




9.
 
(also 
ride cymbal

 )
 — a cymbal used for keeping up a continuous rhythm.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be riding for a fall






see fall
 .









2.
 
for the ride






for pleasure or interest, rather than any serious purpose




•
 
I don't need anything at the mall, but I'm happy to go along for the ride.















3.
 
let something ride






take no immediate action over something.









4.
 
ride herd on








(N. Amer.)

 keep watch over




•
 
a man to ride herd on this frenetically paced enterprise.















5.
 
ride high






be successful




•
 
the economy will be riding high on the top of the next boom.















6.
 
ride the pine (or bench)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of an athlete) sit on the sidelines rather than participate in a game or event.









7.
 rods) ">
ride the rails ( rods)

 

‹informal›







ride on a train, especially on a freight train, and without permission.









8.
 
ride roughshod over






carry out one's own plans or wishes with arrogant disregard for (others or their wishes)




•
 
he rode roughshod over everyone else's opinions.















9.
 
—— rides again






used to indicate that someone or something has reappeared unexpectedly and with new vigor.









10.
 
ride shotgun






see shotgun
 .









11.
 
ride to (the) hounds








(chiefly Brit.)

 go hunting (especially fox hunting) on horseback with a pack of dogs.









12.
 
a rough (or easy) ride






a difficult (or easy) time doing something




•
 
the president has been given a rough ride by this conservative Congress.




•
 
rebel shareholders are expected to 
give

 officials 
a rough ride

 .















13.
 
take someone for a ride








‹informal›

 deceive or cheat someone.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
ride someone down






trample or overtake someone while on horseback.









2.
 
ride on






depend on




•
 
there is a great deal of money riding on the results of these studies.















3.
 
ride something out






come safely through something, especially a storm or a period of danger or difficulty




•
 
the fleet had 
ridden out

 the 
storm

 .















4.
 
ride up






(of a garment) gradually work or move upward out of its proper position




•
 
her skirt had ridden up.


















V.
 
derivatives





rideable

 
ridable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rīdan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rijden

 and German 
reiten

 .





Ride, Sally

 
/rīd/






(1951–2012), US astronaut; full name 
Sally Kristen Ride

 . She was the first US woman to travel in space, on the shuttle 
Challenger

 in 1983. She later served on the presidential commission that investigated the 1986 
Challenger

 accident.









Rideau Canal

 
/riˌdō kəˈnal/






a waterway in eastern Ontario in Canada, created in the 1820s, that links Ottawa and the Ottawa River with Kingston and Lake Ontario.









ride-off

 
/ˈrī ˌdôf/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 (in a riding competition) a round held to resolve a tie or determine qualifiers for a later stage; a jump-off.













ride-on





I.
 
adjective




denoting a power-driven machine, especially a lawnmower, on which the operator rides.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a ride-on lawnmower.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a toy vehicle that a child can sit in and move.













rider

 
/ˈrīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is riding or who can ride something, especially a horse, bicycle, motorcycle, or snowboard.




2.
 
a condition or proviso added to something already said or decreed




•
 
one 
rider to

 the deal—if the hurricane heads north, we run for shelter.










3.
 
an addition or amendment to a document, especially a piece of legislation




•
 
the rules of Congress make it difficult to attach a rider to an appropriations bill




•
 
a rider to an eligible life insurance policy.










4.
 
a small weight positioned on the beam of a balance for fine adjustment.








II.
 
derivatives





riderless

 
/ˈrīdərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
rīdere

 ‘mounted warrior, knight’ (see ride
 , -er
 1
 ).





ridership

 
/ˈrīdərˌSHip/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the number of passengers using a particular form of public transportation.













ride-share

 

‹chiefly US›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
participate in an arrangement in which a passenger travels in a private vehicle driven by its owner, for free or for a fee, especially as arranged by means of a website or app




•
 
riders place a request to rideshare by setting a pick-up and drop-off location via the app




•
 
software enables workers to ride-share.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
another term for ride-sharing
 :




•
 
cab drivers want the City Council to regulate ride-share companies




•
 
peer-to-peer ride-share is booming.




















ride-sharing






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 an arrangement in which a passenger travels in a private vehicle driven by its owner, for free for a fee, especially as arranged by means of a website or app




•
 
a proposal that would require all ride-sharing companies to have commercial liability insurance




•
 
we don't need to own cars in the age of ride-sharing.



















ridge

 
/rij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long narrow hilltop, mountain range, or watershed




•
 
the northeast ridge of Everest.










2.
 
the line or edge formed where the two sloping sides of a roof meet at the top.




3.
 


[Meteorology]

 an elongated region of high atmospheric pressure.




4.
 
a narrow raised band running along or across a surface




•
 
buff your nails in order to smooth ridges.










5.
 
a raised strip of arable land, especially (in medieval open fields) one of a set separated by furrows.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
ridged

 )


1.
 
mark with or form into narrow raised bands




•
 
the ridged sand of the beach.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a surface) form into or rise up as a narrow raised band




•
 
the crust of the earth ridged.










3.
 
form (arable land) into raised strips separated by furrows




•
 
a field plowed in narrow stretches that are 
ridged up

 slightly.














III.
 
derivatives





ridgy

 
/ˈrijē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hrycg

 ‘spine, crest,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rug

 and German 
Rücken

 ‘back.’





Ridge, Tom

 
/rij/






(1945–), first US secretary of homeland security 2003–05; full name 
Thomas Joseph Ridge

 . The governor of Pennsylvania 1995–2001, he was chosen by President George W. Bush to head the new Office of Homeland Security, created shortly after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.









ridgeback

 
/ˈrijbak/






noun




short for Rhodesian ridgeback
 .













ridgepiece

 
/ˈrijpēs/






noun




another term for ridgepole
 .














ridgepole

 
/ˈrijpōl/






noun



1.
 
a horizontal beam along the ridge of a roof, into which the rafters are fastened.




2.
 
the horizontal pole of a long tent.













ridge runner






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a mountain farmer of the southern US states.













ridge tile

 
/ˈrij ˌtīl/






noun




a semicircular or curved tile used in making a roof ridge.













ridgeway

 
/ˈrijwā/






noun




a road or track along a ridge.













ridic

 
/rəˈdik/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 ridiculous




•
 
she looks ridic in this outfit




•
 
other people are charging ridic prices.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.






ridicule

 
/ˈridiˌkyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




the subjection of someone or something to contemptuous and dismissive language or behavior




•
 
he is held up as 
an object of ridicule

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (someone or something) to contemptuous and dismissive language or behavior




•
 
his theory was ridiculed and dismissed.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
ridiculum

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
ridiculus

 ‘laughable,’ from 
ridere

 ‘to laugh.’





ridiculous

 
/rəˈdikyələs/





I.
 
adjective




deserving or inviting derision or mockery; absurd




•
 
when you realize how ridiculous these scenarios are, you will have to laugh.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
ridiculosus

 , from 
ridiculus

 ‘laughable’ (see ridicule
 ).





ridiculously

 
/rəˈdikyələslē/






adverb



1.
 
so as to invite mockery or derision; absurdly


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
ridiculously, I felt like crying.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — so as to cause surprise or disbelief




•
 
it had been ridiculously easy to track him down.



















ridiculousness

 
/rəˈdikyələsnəs/






noun




the quality or state of deserving or inviting derision or mockery




•
 
I recognize the sheer ridiculousness of being afraid of something the size of my thumbnail.



















riding1


 
/ˈrīdiNG/






noun




the sport or activity of riding horses




•
 
I found him in the stables, getting ready to 
go riding

 .



















riding2


 
/ˈrīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the East/North/West Riding

 )
 — one of three former administrative divisions of Yorkshire.




2.
 
an electoral district of Canada.











– origin

 Old English 
trithing

 , from Old Norse 
thrithjungr

 ‘third part,’ from 
thrithi

 ‘third.’ The initial 
th-

 was lost due to assimilation with the preceding 
-t

 of 
East

 , 
West

 , or with the 
-th

 of 
North

 .






riding crop

 
/ˈrīdiNG kräp/






noun




a short flexible whip with a loop for the hand, used in riding horses.














riding habit

 
/ˈrīdiNG ˈhabət/






noun




a woman's riding dress, consisting of a skirt worn with a double-breasted jacket.













riding light






noun




a light shown by a ship at anchor.













riding school






noun




an establishment where horseback riding is taught.













ridley

 
/ˈridlē /

 
ridley turtle





I.
 
noun




a small turtle of tropical seas.

[Genus 
Lepidochelys

 , family 
Cheloniidae

 : 
Kemp's ridley

 (
L. kempi

 ) of the Atlantic, and the larger 
olive ridley

 (
L. olivacea

 ) of the Pacific.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Ridley, Nicholas

 
/ˈridlē/






(
c.

 1500–55), English Protestant bishop and martyr. He was appointed bishop of Rochester in 1547 and then of London in 1550. He opposed the Catholic policies of Mary I, the reason that he was burned at the stake in Oxford.









riebeckite

 
/ˈrēbekīt/





I.
 
noun




a dark blue or black mineral of the amphibole group, occurring chiefly in alkaline igneous rocks or as blue asbestos (crocidolite).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of Emil 
Riebeck

 (died 1885), German explorer, + -ite
 1
 .





Riefenstahl, Leni

 
/ˈrēfənˌSHtäl/






(1902–2003), German filmmaker. She is best known for 
Triumph of the Will

 (1935), an account of a Nazi rally at Nuremberg.









riel

 
/rēˈel/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Cambodia, equal to 100 sen.











– origin

 Khmer.





Riel, Louis

 
/rēˈel/






(1844–85), Canadian political leader. He led the rebellion of the Metis at Red River Settlement in 1869, later forming a provisional government and negotiating terms for the union of Manitoba with Canada. He was executed for treason after leading a further rebellion.









Riemann, Bernhard

 
/ˈrēmən/






(1826–66), German mathematician; full name 
Georg Friedrich Bernhard Riemann

 . He founded Riemannian geometry, which is of fundamental importance to both mathematics and physics.









Riemannian geometry

 
/rēˈmänēən, -ˈman-/






noun




a form of differential non-Euclidean geometry developed by Riemann, used to describe curved space. It provided Einstein with a mathematical basis for his general theory of relativity.













Riesling

 
/ˈrēzliNG ˈrēsˌliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown and developed especially in Germany and Austria.




2.
 
a dry white wine made from the Riesling grape.











– origin

 German.





rifampin

 
/riˈfampin /

 
rifampicin





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a reddish-brown antibiotic used chiefly to treat tuberculosis and leprosy.

[The antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Nocardia mediterranei

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from 
rifam(yci)n

 (an antibiotic first isolated from the bacterium 
Streptomyces mediterranei

 ) + the insertion of 
pi-

 from piperazine
 .





rife

 
/rīf/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of something undesirable or harmful) of common occurrence; widespread




•
 
male chauvinism was rife in medicine in those days.










2.
 
(
rife with

 )
 — full of




•
 
the streets were rife with rumor and fear.














II.
 
adverb




in an unchecked or widespread manner




•
 
speculation 
ran rife

 that he was an arms dealer.














III.
 
derivatives





rifeness






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
rȳfe

 , probably from Old Norse 
rīfr

 ‘acceptable.’





riff

 
/rif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short repeated phrase in popular music and jazz, typically used as an introduction or refrain in a song




•
 
a brilliant guitar riff.










2.
 
a monologue or spoken improvisation, especially a humorous one, on a particular subject




•
 
subsequent 
riffs on

 the same themes fail to amuse.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play musical riffs




•
 
the other horns would be riffing behind him.










2.
 
perform a monologue or spoken improvisation on a particular subject




•
 
he also 
riffs on

 racism and the economy.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps an abbreviation of refrain
 2
 .





riffle

 
/ˈrifəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn over something, especially the pages of a book, quickly and casually




•
 
he 
riffled through

 the pages




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she opened a book with her thumbnail and riffled the pages.










2.
 
(
riffle through

 )
 — search quickly through (something), especially so as to cause disorder




•
 
she riffled through her leather handbag.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — disturb the surface of; ruffle




•
 
there was a slight breeze that riffled her hair.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shuffle (playing cards) by flicking up and releasing the corners or sides of two piles of cards so that they intermingle and may be slid together to form a single pile.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a quick or casual leaf or search through something.




2.
 
the rustle of paper being leafed through.




3.
 
a shuffle performed by riffling playing cards.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a rocky or shallow part of a stream or river with rough water.




5.
 
a patch of waves or ripples.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): perhaps from a variant of the verb ruffle
 , influenced by ripple
 .





riffler

 
/ˈriflər/





I.
 
noun




a narrow elongated tool with a curved file surface at each end, used in filing concave surfaces.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
rifloir

 , from Old French 
rifler

 ‘to scrape.’






riffraff

 
/ˈrifraf/





I.
 
noun




disreputable or undesirable people




•
 
I don't think they talk to riffraff off the street.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as 
riff and raff

 ): from Old French 
rif et raf

 ‘one and all, every bit,’ of Germanic origin.





rifle1


 
/ˈrīfəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gun, especially one fired from shoulder level, having a long spirally grooved barrel intended to make a bullet spin and thereby have greater accuracy over a long distance.




2.
 
(
rifles

 )
 — troops armed with rifles.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
rifled

 )
 — make spiral grooves in (a gun or its barrel or bore) to make a bullet spin and thereby have greater accuracy over a long distance




•
 
a line of replacement rifled barrels.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit, throw, or kick (a ball or puck) hard and straight




•
 
he rifled a hard, rising shot from just inside the blue line.







[1940s: from 
rifle

 ‘gun,’ suggestive of explosive speed; compare with the verb 
shoot

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
rifler

 ‘graze, scratch,’ of Germanic origin. The earliest noun usage was in 
rifle gun

 , which had “rifles” or spiral grooves cut into the inside of the barrel.





rifle2


 
/ˈrīfəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search through something in a hurried way in order to find or steal something




•
 
she 
rifled through

 the cassette tapes




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they rifled the house for money.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — steal




•
 
the lieutenant's servant rifled the dead man's possessions.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rifler

 ‘graze, plunder,’ of Germanic origin.





rifle bird






noun




a bird of paradise, the male of which has mainly velvety-black plumage and a display call that sounds like a whistling bullet.

[Genus 
Ptiloris

 , family 
Paradisaeidae

 : three species.]













rifleman

 
/ˈrīfəlmən/






noun



1.
 
a soldier armed with a rifle, especially a private in a rifle regiment.




2.
 
a person skilled at using a rifle.




3.
 
a very small, short-tailed, greenish-yellow songbird that feeds on insects on tree bark, native to New Zealand.

[perhaps so named from a comparison between its plumage and an early military uniform.] [
Acanthisitta chloris

 , family 
Xenicidae

 .]













rifle microphone






noun




a type of gun microphone with several parallel tubes of different lengths in front of the diaphragm to enhance its directional focus.













rifle range

 
/ˈrīfəl ˌrānj/






noun



1.
 
a place for practicing shooting with rifles.




2.
 
an attraction at a fairground in which people fire rifles at targets in order to win prizes.













riflescope

 
/ˈrīf(ə)lˌskōp/






noun






‹informal›

 a telescopic sight on a rifle.













rifling

 
/ˈrīf(ə)liNG/






noun




the arrangement of spiral grooves on the inside of a rifle barrel.














Rif Mountains

 
/ˌrif ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
Er Rif






a mountain range in northern Morocco that runs parallel to the Mediterranean Sea for about 180 miles (290 km) east from Tangier. Rising to over 7,000 feet (2,250 m), it forms a western extension of the Atlas Mountains.









rift

 
/rift/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crack, split, or break in something




•
 
the wind had torn open a rift in the clouds.










2.
 


[Geology]

 a major fault separating blocks of the earth's surface; a rift valley.




3.
 
a serious break in friendly relations




•
 
their demise caused a 
rift between

 the city's town and gown.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Geology]

 form fissures, cracks, or breaks, especially through large-scale faulting; move apart




•
 
a fragment of continental crust that rifted away from eastern Australia




•
 (as 
noun

 
rifting

 )
 
active rifting in southwestern Mexico.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
rifted

 )
 — 

[chiefly Geology]

 tear or force (something) apart




•
 
the nascent rifted margins of the Red Sea.

















– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian and Danish 
rift

 ‘cleft, chink.’





rift valley

 
/ˈrif(t) ˌvalē/






noun




a large elongated depression with steep walls formed by the downward displacement of a block of the earth's surface between nearly parallel faults or fault systems.













rig1


 
/riɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a sailing ship or boat) ready for sailing by providing it with sails and rigging




•
 
the catamaran will be rigged as a ketch




•
 (
-rigged

 )
 
a gaff-rigged cutter.










2.
 
assemble and adjust (the equipment of a sailboat, aircraft, etc.) to make it ready for operation




•
 
most sails are kept ready rigged.










3.
 
set up (equipment or a device or structure), typically hastily or in makeshift fashion




•
 
he had 
rigged up

 a sort of tent




•
 
the crew began to rig the camera equipment on a platform.










4.
 
provide (someone) with clothes of a particular style or type




•
 
a cavalry regiment 
rigged out

 in green and gold.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the particular way in which a sailboat's masts, sails, and rigging are arranged




•
 
the yacht will emerge from the yard with her original rig.










2.
 
the sail, mast, and boom of a sailboard.




3.
 
an apparatus, device, or piece of equipment designed for a particular purpose




•
 
a lighting rig.










4.
 
an oil rig or drilling rig.




5.
 
(in CB and shortwave radio) a transmitter and receiver.




6.
 
a particular type of construction for fishing tackle that bears the bait and hook.




7.
 
a set of amplifiers and speakers used by a live band or a DJ in a club.




8.
 
a person's costume, outfit, or style of dress




•
 
the rig of the Army Air Corps.










9.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a tractor-trailer.




10.
 
another type of vehicle, such as a horse-drawn carriage.








III.
 
phrases





(in) full rig








‹informal›

 (wearing) fancy or ceremonial clothes.















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in nautical use): perhaps of Scandinavian origin: compare with Norwegian 
rigga

 ‘bind or wrap up.’ The noun dates from the early 19th cent.






rig2


 
/riɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
manage or conduct (something) fraudulently so as to produce a result or situation that is advantageous to a particular person




•
 
the results of the elections had been rigged




•
 (
-rigging

 )
 
charges of vote-rigging.










2.
 
cause an artificial rise or fall in prices in (a market, especially the stock market) with a view to personal profit




•
 
he accused games manufacturers of rigging the market.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a trick or way of swindling someone.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the noun sense): of unknown origin; the verb is related to the noun.





Riga

 
/ˈrēɡə/






a port on the Baltic Sea, the capital of Latvia; pop. 722,000 (est. 2007).









rigadoon

 
/ˌriɡəˈdo͞on /

 
rigaudon





I.
 
noun




a lively dance for couples, in duple or quadruple time, of Provençal origin.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
rigaudon

 , perhaps named after its inventor, said to be a dance teacher called 
Rigaud

 .





rigatoni

 
/ˌriɡəˈtōnē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of short hollow fluted tubes.











– origin

 Italian.





Rigel

 
/ˈrījəl, -ɡəl /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the seventh brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Orion. It is a blue supergiant nearly sixty thousand times as luminous as our sun.







– origin

 from Arabic 
rijl

 ‘foot (of Orion).’





rigger1


 
/ˈriɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person who rigs or attends to the rigging of a sailing ship, aircraft, or parachute.




2.
 
a person who erects and maintains scaffolding, lifting tackle, cranes, etc.




3.
 
a person who works on or helps construct an oil rig.




4.
 
(also 
rigger brush

 )
 — an artist's long-haired sable brush.




5.
 
an outrigger carrying a rowlock on a racing rowboat.













rigger2


 
/ˈriɡər/






noun




a person who fraudulently manipulates something so as to produce a result or situation to their advantage.













rigging

 
/ˈriɡiNG/






noun



1.
 
the system of ropes, cables, or chains employed to support a ship's masts (
standing rigging

 ) and to control or set the yards and sails (
running rigging

 ).




2.
 
the action of providing a sailing ship with rigging.




3.
 
the ropes and wires supporting the structure of an airship, biplane, hang glider, or parachute.




4.
 
the system of cables and fittings controlling the flight surfaces and engines of an aircraft.




5.
 
the action of assembling and adjusting rigging.














right

 
/rīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
morally good, justified, or acceptable




•
 
I hope we're doing the right thing




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
you were quite right to criticize him.










2.
 
true or correct as a fact




•
 
I'm not sure I know the right answer




•
 
her theories were proved right.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — correct in one's opinion or judgment




•
 
she was right about Tom having no money.










4.
 
according to what is correct for a particular situation or thing




•
 
is this the right way to the cottage?




•
 
you're not holding it the right way up.










5.
 
the best or most suitable of a number of possible choices for a particular purpose or occasion




•
 
he was clearly the right man for the job




•
 
I was waiting for the right moment to ask him.










6.
 
socially fashionable or important




•
 
he was seen at all the right places.










7.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in a satisfactory, sound, or normal state or condition




•
 
that sausage doesn't smell right




•
 
if only I could have helped 
put

 matters 
right

 .










8.
 
on, toward, or relating to the side of a human body or of a thing that is to the east when the person or thing is facing north




•
 
my right elbow




•
 
her right shoe




•
 
the right edge of the field.










9.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 complete; absolute (used for emphasis, typically in derogatory contexts)




•
 
I felt a right idiot.










10.
 
of or relating to a person or political party or grouping favoring conservative views




•
 
are you politically right, left, or center?














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
[with 
prepositional phrase

 ]
 — to the furthest or most complete extent or degree (used for emphasis)




•
 
the car spun right off the track




•
 
I'm right out of ideas.










2.
 
exactly; directly (used to emphasize the precise location or time of something)




•
 
Harriet was standing right behind her.










3.
 


‹informal›

 immediately; without delaying or hesitating




•
 
I'll be right back.










4.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹dialect›

 
‹archaic›

 very




•
 
it's right spooky in there!










5.
 
correctly




•
 
he had guessed right.










6.
 
in the required or necessary way; properly; satisfactorily




•
 
nothing's going right for me this season.










7.
 
on or to the right side




•
 
turn right at Main Street.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
that which is morally correct, just, or honorable




•
 
she doesn't understand the difference between right and wrong




•
 
the rights and wrongs of the matter.










2.
 
a moral or legal entitlement to have or obtain something or to act in a certain way


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she had every right to be angry




•
 
you're quite 
within your rights

 to ask for your money back




•
 
there is no 
right of

 appeal against the decision.










3.
 
(
rights

 )
 — the authority to perform, publish, film, or televise a particular work, event, etc.




•
 
they sold the paperback rights.










4.
 
(
the right

 )
 — the right-hand part, side, or direction




•
 
take the first turning on the right




•
 (
one's right

 )
 
she seated me on her right.










5.
 
(in football or a similar sport) the right-hand half of the field when facing the opponent's goal.




6.
 
(
right

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 short for right field
 :




•
 
a looping single to right.










7.
 
the right wing of an army.




8.
 
a right turn




•
 
he made a right in Dorchester Avenue.










9.
 
a road or entrance on the right




•
 
take the first right over the stream.










10.
 
(especially in the context of boxing) a person's right fist.




11.
 
a blow given with this




•
 
the young cop swung a terrific right.










12.
 
(often 
the Right

 ) [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a grouping or political party favoring conservative views and supporting capitalist economic principles.

[see right wing
 .]








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore to a normal or upright position




•
 
we righted the capsized dinghy.










2.
 
restore to a normal or correct condition or situation




•
 
righting the economy demanded major cuts in defense spending.










3.
 
redress or rectify (a wrong or mistaken action)




•
 
she was determined to right the wrongs done to her father.










4.
 
(usu. 
be righted

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 make reparation to (someone) for a wrong done to them




•
 
we'll see you righted.














V.
 
exclamation



1.
 


‹informal›

 used to indicate one's agreement with a suggestion or to acknowledge a statement or order




•
 
“Barry's here.” “Oh, right”




•
 


right you are

 , sir.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used at the end of a statement to invite agreement, approval, or confirmation




•
 
you went to see Angie on Monday, right?










3.
 


‹informal›

 used as a filler in speech or to introduce an utterance, exhortation, or suggestion




•
 
and I didn't think any more of it, right, but Mom said I should take him to a doctor




•
 
right, let's have a drink.














VI.
 
phrases




1.
 
bang (or dead) to rights








‹informal›

 (of a criminal) with positive proof of guilt




•
 
we've got you bang to rights handling stolen property.















2.
 
be in the right






be morally or legally justified in one's views, actions, or decisions.









3.
 
by rights






if things had happened or been done fairly or correctly




•
 
by rights, he should not be playing next week.















4.
 
do right by






treat (someone) fairly.









5.
 
in one's own right






as a result of one's own claims, qualifications, or efforts, rather than an association with someone else




•
 
he was already established as a poet in his own right.















6.
 
(not) in one's right mind






(not) sane.









7.
 
not right in the head








‹informal›

 (of a person) not completely sane.









8.
 
(as) of right (or by right)






as a result of having a moral or legal claim or entitlement




•
 
the state will be obliged to provide health care and education as of right.















9.
 
put (or set) someone right





a.
 
restore someone to health.




b.
 
make someone understand the true facts of a situation.









10.
 
put (or set) something to rights






restore something to its correct or normal state or condition.









11.
 
(as) right as rain








‹informal›

 (of a person) feeling completely well or healthy, typically after an illness or minor accident.









12.
 
right away






see straight away
 at straight
 .









13.
 
right enough








‹informal›

 certainly; undeniably




•
 
your record's bad right enough.















14.
 
right on








‹informal›

 used an expression of strong support, approval, or encouragement.

See also right-on
 .









15.
 
a right one








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a silly or foolish person.









16.
 
she's (or she'll be) right








(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 that will be all right; don't worry.












VII.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rightable






adjective













2.
 
righter






noun













3.
 
rightish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
riht

 (adjective and noun), 
rihtan

 (verb), 
rihte

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Latin 
rectus

 ‘ruled,’ from an Indo-European root denoting movement in a straight line.





right-about

 
/ˈrīdəˌbout /

 
right-about face






noun






[Military]

 a right turn continued through 180° so as to face in the opposite direction




•
 
he did a swift right-about and disappeared.



















right angle

 
/ˈˌrīd ˈˌaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




an angle of 90°, as in a corner of a square or at the intersection of two perpendicular straight lines.








II.
 
phrases





at right angles (or a right angle) to






forming an angle of 90° with (something)




•
 
hold the brush at right angles to the surface.























right-angled

 
/ˈˌrīt ˈˌaNGɡəld/






adjective




containing or being a right angle




•
 
a 
right-angled triangle

 .



















right arm






noun






‹dated›

 one's most reliable helper




•
 
my employer calls me his right arm and depends upon my knowledge and judgment.




















right ascension

 
RA






noun






[Astronomy]

 the distance of a point east of the First Point of Aries, measured along the celestial equator and expressed in hours, minutes, and seconds.

Compare with declination
 and celestial longitude
 .













right bank






noun




the bank of a river, on the right as one faces downstream.













Right Bank






a district in the city of Paris, located on the right bank of the Seine River, north of the river. The area contains the Champs-Élysées and the Louvre.









right brain





I.
 
noun




the right-hand side of the human brain, believed to be associated with creative thought and the emotions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
right-brain






adjective













2.
 
right-brained






adjective





















right-click

 
//






verb






[Computing]

 select an item in a graphical user interface by pressing the right-hand button of a mouse


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 


right-click on

 My Network Places and select Properties




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
right-click a graphic and choose “Resize.”



















righten

 
/ˈrītn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make (something) right, correct, or straight




•
 
thy stubborn mind will not be rightened.




















righteous

 
/ˈrīCHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or conduct) morally right or justifiable; virtuous




•
 
he is a good, righteous man, I am sure




•
 
feelings of 
righteous indignation

 about pay and conditions.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 very good; excellent




•
 
righteous bread pudding.














II.
 
derivatives





righteously

 
/ˈrīCHəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
rihtwīs

 , from 
riht

 ‘right’ + 
wīs

 ‘manner, state, condition’ The change in the ending in the 16th cent. was due to association with words such as 
bounteous

 .





righteousness

 
/ˈrīCHəsnəs/






noun




the quality of being morally right or justifiable




•
 
we had little doubt about the righteousness of our cause.




•
 
conviction of his own moral righteousness gave his oratory an irresistible power.




















right field

 
right





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 the part of the outfield to the right of center field from the perspective of home plate




•
 
a ball hit 
to right field

 .










2.
 


[Baseball]

 the position of the defensive player stationed in right field




•
 
he first gained attention while playing right field.














II.
 
derivatives





right fielder






noun





















right-footed

 
/ˌrītˈfo͝odəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) using the right foot more naturally than the left.




2.
 
(of a kick) done with the right foot.













rightful

 
/ˈrītfəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a legitimate right to property, position, or status




•
 
the rightful owner of the jewels.










2.
 
legitimately claimed; fitting




•
 
they are determined to take their 
rightful place

 in a new South Africa.














II.
 
derivatives





rightfulness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rihtful

 ‘upright, righteous’ (see right
 , -ful
 ). The notion of ‘legitimacy’ dates from Middle English.





rightfully

 
/ˈrītfəlē/






adverb




in accordance with a legitimate right or claim to property, position, or status




•
 
a land that rightfully belongs to the native people.



















right hand





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hand of a person's right side.




2.
 
the region or direction on the right side of a person or thing




•
 
a great wall loomed above the street on the right hand.










3.
 
the most important position next to someone




•
 
the place of honor at his host's right hand.










4.
 
an efficient or indispensable assistant




•
 
she could have helped him, been her father's right hand.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
on or toward the right side of a person or thing




•
 
the top right-hand corner.










2.
 
done with or using the right hand




•
 
wild right-hand punches.



















right-handed

 
/ˌrītˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) using the right hand more naturally than the left




•
 
the slant of the stab wounds suggested that the assailant was right-handed.










2.
 
(of a tool or item of equipment) made to be used with the right hand or by right-handed people




•
 
a right-handed guitar.










3.
 
made or done with the right hand, or in a manner natural to right-handed people




•
 
right-handed batting.










4.
 
going toward or turning to the right, in particular




5.
 
(of a screw) advanced by turning clockwise.




6.
 


[Biology]

 (of a spiral shell or helix) dextral.




7.
 
(of a racecourse) turning clockwise.








II.
 
adverb




with the right hand, or in a manner natural to right-handed people




•
 
Jackson bats right-handed.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
right-handedly






adverb













2.
 
right-handedness

 
/ˈˌrīt ˈˌhandədnəs /






noun





















right-hander

 
/ˌrītˈhandər/






noun



1.
 
a right-handed person, especially a right-handed baseball pitcher.




2.
 
a blow struck with the right hand.













right-hand man

 
/ˈrīt ˈˌhand ˈman/






noun




an indispensable helper or chief assistant.













Right Honourable






noun






(Brit.)

 a title given to certain high officials such as government ministers




•
 
the Right Honourable Tony Blair.



















rightism

 
/ˈrīdizəm/






noun




the political views or policies of the right




•
 
conservatism or rightism is an ideology that carries with it certain values.



















rightist

 
/ˈrīdist/





I.
 
noun




a person who supports the political views or policies of the right




•
 
a national hero of the rightists.














II.
 
adjective




supporting or relating to the political views or policies of the right




•
 
the last elections resulted in a rightist majority.



















rightly

 
/ˈrītlē/






adverb



1.
 
correctly




•
 
if I remember rightly, she never gives interviews.










2.
 
with good reason




•
 
the delicious cuisine for which her country was rightly famous.










3.
 
in accordance with justice or what is morally right




•
 
the key rightly belonged to Craig.



















right-minded

 
/ˈrīt ˈˌmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




having sound views and principles.








II.
 
derivatives





right-mindedness

 
/ˈˌrīt ˈˌmīndidnis /






noun





















rightmost

 
/ˈrītˌmōst/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated furthest to the right.













rightness

 
/ˈrītnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being morally good, justified, or acceptable




•
 
they argue for the moral rightness of overthrowing the leader by force.










2.
 
the quality or state of being true or correct as a fact




•
 
they are convinced of the rightness of their theories.










3.
 
the quality or state of being best or most appropriate for a particular situation




•
 
the rightness of that move for me.



















righto

 
/ˌrīˈdō /

 
righty-ho






exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 expressing agreement or assent




•
 
“Coming to pick up the kids?” “Righto.”



















right of abode






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a person's right to take up residence or remain resident in a country.













right of search






noun




the right of a ship of a belligerent state to stop and search a neutral merchant vessel for prohibited goods.













right of way

 
/ˈˌrīd ə(v) ˈwā/






noun



1.
 
the legal right, established by usage or grant, to pass along a specific route through grounds or property belonging to another.




2.
 
a path or thoroughfare subject to a right of way.




3.
 
the legal right of a pedestrian, vehicle, or ship to proceed with precedence over others in a particular situation or place




•
 
he waves on other drivers, even when it's not their right of way.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the right to build and operate a railroad line, road, or utility on land belonging to another.




5.
 
the land on which a railroad line, road, or utility is built.














right-on






adjective






‹often derogatory›

 in keeping with fashionable liberal or left-wing opinions and values




•
 
the right-on music press.



















Right Reverend






noun




a title given to a bishop.













right side





I.
 
noun




the side of something, especially a garment or fabric, intended to be uppermost or foremost; the better or usable side of something.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the right side of





a.
 
on the safe, appropriate, or desirable side of




•
 
her portrayal of his neurotic wife falls just on the right side of caricature.










b.
 
in a position to be viewed with favor by




•
 
he hasn't always remained on the right side of the law.










c.
 
somewhat less than (a specified age)




•
 
she's on the right side of forty.















2.
 
right side out






with the side intended to be seen or used uppermost




•
 
turn the skirt right side out.























rights issue

 
//






noun




an issue of shares offered at a special price by a company to its existing shareholders in proportion to their holding of old shares.













rightsize

 
/ˈrītˌsīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 convert (something) to an appropriate or optimum size




•
 
organizations are beginning to rightsize computer systems to suit themselves.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 reduce the size of (a company or organization) by eliminating staff positions, specifically when business conditions necessitate such a reduction.













rights of man






plural noun




rights held to be justifiably belonging to any person; human rights. The phrase is associated with the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, adopted by the French National Assembly in 1789 and used as a preface to the French Constitution of 1791.













right stuff






noun




(in full 
the right stuff

 )
 — the necessary qualities for a given task or job




•
 
he had the right stuff to enter this business.



















right-thinking

 
/rīt ˈTHiNGkiNG/






adjective




right-minded.













right-to-die

 
/ˌrīttəˈdī/






adjective




pertaining to, expressing, or advocating the right to refuse extraordinary measures intended to prolong someone's life when they are terminally ill or comatose.













right-to-know






adjective




of or pertaining to laws or policies that make certain government or company records available to any individual who can demonstrate a right or need to know their contents.













right-to-life

 
/ˌrītˌtəˈlīf/





I.
 
adjective




another term for pro-life
 .








II.
 
derivatives





right-to-lifer

 
/ˌrītˌtəˈlīfər /






noun





















right-to-work

 
/ˌrītˌtəˈwərk/






adjective






(chiefly US)

 relating to or promoting a worker's right not to be required to join a labor union




•
 
Kansas is a right-to-work state.



















right triangle






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a triangle with a right angle.













right turn






noun




a turn that brings a person's front to face the way their right side did before




•
 
take a right turn onto Sunset Lane.



















rightward

 
/ˈrītwərd/





I.
 
adverb




(of political views) toward the right




•
 
the party began to shift rightward.














II.
 
adjective




going toward or situated on the right




•
 
the rock face is climbed via a rightward curving crack.



















right whale

 
/ˈˌrīt ˈˌ(h)wāl/






noun




a baleen whale with a large head and a deeply curved jaw, of Arctic and temperate waters.

[Family 
Balaenidae

 : two genera and three species, in particular 
Balaena glacialis

 , which has distinctive patches of callosities on the snout. See also bowhead
 .]














right wing

 
/ˈˌrīt ˈˌwiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the right wing

 )


1.
 
the conservative or reactionary section of a political party or system.

[with reference to the National Assembly in France (1789–91), where the nobles sat to the president's right and the commons to the left.]




2.
 
the right side of a team on the field in soccer, rugby, and field hockey.




3.
 
the right side of an army.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
right-wing

 )


1.
 
conservative or reactionary




•
 
a right-wing Republican senator.



















right-winger

 
/ˌrītˈwiNGər/






noun



1.
 
a person who supports or belongs to the conservative or reactionary section of a political party or system




•
 
right-wingers gained power in the provincial elections.










2.
 
an attacking player on the right side of a team on the field in soccer, rugby, and field hockey




•
 
he switched from right-winger to center-forward.



















righty

 
/ˈrīdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a right-handed person.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a rightist.








II.
 
adverb




with the right hand or as customary for a right-handed person




•
 
he bats righty.



















rigid

 
/ˈrijid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to bend or be forced out of shape; not flexible




•
 
a seat of rigid orange plastic




•
 
rigid ships are the dirigibles in which the bag is built around a metallic framework.










2.
 
(of a person or part of the body) stiff and unmoving, especially as a result of shock or fear




•
 
his face grew 
rigid with

 fear.










3.
 
not able to be changed or adapted




•
 
teachers are being asked to unlearn rigid rules for labeling children.










4.
 
not adaptable in outlook, belief, or response




•
 
ski instructors have become less rigid about style.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rigidify

 
/rəˈjidəˌfī /






verb













2.
 
rigidness

 
/ˈrijidnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
rigidus

 , from 
rigere

 ‘be stiff.’





rigid designator






noun






[Philosophy]

 a term that identifies the same object or individual in every possible world.













rigidity

 
/rəˈjidədē/






noun



1.
 
inability to be to bent or be forced out of shape




•
 
the tough substance that gives plants their rigidity.










2.
 
inability to be changed or adapted




•
 
the rigidity of the school system.










3.
 
unwillingness to be adaptable in outlook, belief, or response




•
 
there was a regrettable rigidity in this decision.



















rigidly

 
/ˈrijidlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a strict or exacting way




•
 
the rigidly disciplined world of gymnastics.










2.
 
in a stiff or inflexible way




•
 
a rigidly fixed exchange rate.




















Rigil Kentaurus

 
/ˌrījəl kenˈtôrəs /

 

‹Astronomy›


 
Rigil Kent





I.
 
the star Alpha Centauri.







– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘the foot of the Centaur.’





rigmarole

 
/ˈriɡ(ə)məˌrōl/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a lengthy and complicated procedure




•
 
he went through the rigmarole of securing the front door.










2.
 
a long, rambling story or statement.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: apparently an alteration of 
ragman roll

 , originally denoting a legal document recording a list of offenses.





rigor1


 
/ˈriɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a sudden feeling of cold with shivering accompanied by a rise in temperature, often with copious sweating, especially at the onset or height of a fever.




2.
 
short for rigor mortis
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘stiffness,’ from 
rigere

 ‘be stiff.’






rigor2


 
/ˈriɡər/






noun



1.
 
(
rigour

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the quality of being extremely thorough, exhaustive, or accurate




•
 
his analysis is lacking in rigor.










2.
 
severity or strictness




•
 
the full rigor of the law.










3.
 
(
rigors

 )
 — demanding, difficult, or extreme conditions




•
 
the rigors of a harsh winter.



















rigorism

 
/ˈriɡəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme strictness in interpreting or enforcing a law, precept, or principle.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) formerly, the doctrine that in doubtful cases of conscience the strict course is always to be followed.








II.
 
derivatives





rigorist






noun, adjective






















rigor mortis

 
/ˌriɡər ˈmôrdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 stiffening of the joints and muscles of a body a few hours after death, usually lasting from one to four days.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘stiffness of death.’





rigorous

 
/ˈriɡ(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely thorough, exhaustive, or accurate




•
 
the rigorous testing of consumer products.










2.
 
(of a rule, system, etc.) strictly applied or adhered to




•
 
rigorous controls on mergers.










3.
 
(of a person) adhering strictly or inflexibly to a belief, opinion, or way of doing something




•
 
a rigorous teetotaler.










4.
 
harsh and demanding




•
 
my exercise regime is a little more rigorous than most




•
 
the rigorous climate in the regions of perpetual snow high in the Himalayas.














II.
 
derivatives





rigorousness

 
/ˈriɡ(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rigorous

 or late Latin 
rigorosus

 , from 
rigor

 ‘stiffness’ (see rigor
 2
 ).





rigorously

 
/ˈriɡ(ə)rəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in an extremely thorough and careful way




•
 
the court rigorously scrutinizes the settlement.










2.
 
in a way that is strictly applied or adhered to




•
 
a blackout was rigorously enforced after darkness




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
rigorously honest documentation of confidential experiences.










3.
 
in a harsh and demanding way




•
 
the government was punishing traffic law violators more rigorously.



















rig-out

 
/ˈri ˌɡout/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an outfit of clothes.













Rig Veda

 
/riɡ ˈvādə, ˈvēdə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
the oldest and principal of the Vedas, a collection of 1028 hymns composed in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 in early Sanskrit.

See Veda
 .







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ṛgveda

 , from 
ṛk

 ‘(sacred) stanza’ + 
veda

 ‘(sacred) knowledge.’





Riis, Jacob August

 
/rēs/






(1849–1914), US journalist and social reformer; born in Denmark. A police reporter for the 
New York Tribune

 1877–88 and the 
New York Evening Sun

 1888–99, he was a crusader for parks, playgrounds, and improved schools and housing in urban areas. He wrote 
How the Other Half Lives

 (1890).










Rijeka

 
/riˈyekə/






a port on the Adriatic coast of Croatia; pop. 138,600 (est. 2009).

Italian name Fiume
 .









rijsttafel

 
/ˈrīˌstäfəl/





I.
 
noun




a meal of Southeast Asian food consisting of a selection of spiced rice dishes.











– origin

 Dutch, from 
rijst

 ‘rice’ + 
tafel

 ‘table.’





rikishi

 
/ˈrikəˌSHē/





I.
 
noun




a sumo wrestler.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
riki

 ‘strength’ + 
shi

 ‘warrior.’





Riksmål

 
/ˈrikˌsmôl, ˈrēk-/





I.
 
noun




another term for Bokmål
 .











– origin

 Norwegian, from 
rike

 ‘state, nation’ + 
mål

 ‘language.’





rile

 
/rīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make (someone) annoyed or irritated




•
 
it was his air of knowing all the answers that riled her




•
 
he's getting you all 
riled up

 .










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 make (water) turbulent or muddy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of roil
 .





Riley

 
/ˈrīlē/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
the life of Riley

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a luxurious or carefree existence




•
 
all the older boys are driving big expensive cars and 
living the life of Riley

 .

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Riley, Bridget






(1931–), English painter; full name 
Bridget Louise Riley

 . A leading exponent of op art, she worked with flat patterns to create optical illusions of light and movement.









Riley, James Whitcomb






(1849–1916), US poet; pen name 
Benj. F. Johnson, of Boone

 . Known as the common people's poet, especially in Indiana, his most popular poems included 
“Little Orphant Annie”

 (1885), 
“The Raggedy Man”

 (1890), and 
“When the Frost Is on the Punkin”

 (1896).









Rilke, Rainer Maria

 
/ˈrilkə/






(1875–1926), Austrian poet, born in Bohemia; pseudonym of 
René Karl Wilhelm Josef Maria Rilke

 . His conception of art as a quasi-religious vocation culminated in his best-known works, the 
Duino Elegies

 and 
Sonnets to Orpheus

 (both 1923).










rill

 
/ril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small stream.




2.
 
a shallow channel cut in the ground by running water.




3.
 
variant spelling of rille
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water) flow in or as in a rill




•
 
the springwater rilled over our cold hands.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
rilled

 )
 — indented with small grooves




•
 
blocks of butter pounded into artful shapes with rilled paddles.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably of Low German origin.






rille

 
/ril ˈrilə /

 
rill





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a fissure or narrow channel on the moon's surface.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German (see rill
 ).





rillettes

 
/rēˈyet/





I.
 
plural noun




pâté made of minced pork or other light meat, seasoned and combined with fat.











– origin

 French, diminutive (plural) of Old French 
rille

 ‘strip of pork.’





rim1


 
/rim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper or outer edge of an object, typically something circular or approximately circular




•
 
a china egg cup with a gold rim.










2.
 
(also 
wheel rim

 )
 — the outer edge of a wheel, on which the tire is fitted.




3.
 
the metal hoop from which a basketball net is suspended.




4.
 
(often 
rims

 )
 — the part of a glasses frame surrounding the lenses.




5.
 
a limit or boundary of something




•
 
the outer rim of the solar system.










6.
 
an encircling stain or deposit




•
 
a thick rim of suds.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or act as an outer edge or rim for




•
 
a huge lake rimmed by glaciers




•
 (
-rimmed

 )
 
steel-rimmed glasses.










2.
 
mark with an encircling stain or deposit




•
 
his collar was rimmed with dirt.














III.
 
derivatives





rimless

 
/ˈrimləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rima

 ‘a border, coast’; compare with Old Norse 
rimi

 ‘ridge, strip of land’ (the only known cognate).





rim2


 
/rim/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 lick or suck the anus of (someone) as a means of sexual stimulation.













Rimbaud, Arthur

 
/ramˈbō, raNˈbō/






(1854–91), French poet; full name 
Jean Nicholas Arthur Rimbaud

 . Known for his symbolist prose poems and for his stormy relationship with Paul Verlaine, he stopped writing at about the age of 20 and spent the rest of his life traveling.









rime1


 
/rīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
frost formed on cold objects by the rapid freezing of water vapor in cloud or fog.




2.
 


‹literary›

 hoarfrost.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 cover (an object) with hoarfrost




•
 
he does not brush away the frost that rimes his beard.

















– origin

 Old English 
hrīm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rijm

 . The word became rare in Middle English but was revived in literary use at the end of the 18th cent.





rime2


 
/rīm/






noun, verb




archaic spelling of rhyme
 .













rimfire

 
/ˈrimˌfī(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting guns whose cartridges have the primer around the edge of the base.













Rimini

 
/ˈrimənē/






a port and resort on the Adriatic coast of northeastern Italy; pop. 140,137 (2008).









rimland

 
/ˈrimland/






noun

 — (also 
rimlands

 )


1.
 
a peripheral area of a country or region.













rim lock






noun




a lock that is fitted to the surface of a door with a matching box fitted into the doorjamb.













Rimmon

 
/ˈrimən/






(in the Bible) a deity worshiped in ancient Damascus.









rimrock

 
/ˈrimräk/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an outcrop of resistant rock forming a margin to a gravel deposit, especially one forming a cliff at the edge of a plateau.













rimshot

 
/ˈrimˌSHät /

 
rim shot






noun



1.
 
a drum stroke in which the stick strikes the rim and the head of the drum simultaneously.




2.
 
in basketball, a toss in which the ball hits the rim of the basket.













Rimsky-Korsakov, Nikolai

 
/ˌrimskē ˈkôrsəˌkôf/






(1844–1908), Russian composer; full name 
Nikolai Andreevich Rimsky-Korsakov

 . He established his reputation with his orchestral suite 
Scheherazade

 (1888) and his many operas drawing on Russian and Slavic folk tales.









rimy

 
/ˈrīmē/






adjective






‹literary›

 covered with frost.













rind

 
/rīnd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tough outer layer of something, in particular




2.
 
the tough outer skin of certain fruit, especially citrus fruit.




3.
 
the hard outer edge of cheese or bacon, usually removed before eating.




4.
 
the bark of a tree or plant.




5.
 
the hard outer layer of parts of a fungus.




6.
 
the skin or blubber of a whale.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strip the bark from (a tree).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rinded






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
yellow-rinded lemons



















2.
 
rindless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rind(e)

 ‘bark of a tree’; related to Dutch 
run

 and German 
Rinde

 , of unknown origin.





rinderpest

 
/ˈrindərˌpest/





I.
 
noun






[Veterinary Medicine]

 an infectious disease of ruminants, especially cattle, caused by a paramyxovirus. It is characterized by fever, dysentery, and inflammation of the mucous membranes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
Rinder

 ‘cattle’ + 
Pest

 ‘plague.’






ring1


 
/riNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small circular band, typically of precious metal and often set with one or more gemstones, worn on a finger as an ornament or a token of marriage, engagement, or authority.




2.
 
a circular band of any material




•
 
fried onion rings.










3.
 


[Astronomy]

 a thin band or disk of rock and ice particles around a planet.




4.
 
a circular marking or pattern




•
 
black rings around her eyes.










5.
 
short for tree ring
 .




6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Archaeology]

 a circular prehistoric earthwork, typically consisting of a bank and ditch




•
 
a ring ditch.










7.
 
an enclosed space, typically surrounded by seating for spectators, in which a sport, performance, or show takes place




•
 
a circus ring.










8.
 
a roped enclosure for boxing or wrestling.




9.
 
(
the ring

 )
 — the profession, sport, or institution of boxing.




10.
 
a group of people or things arranged in a circle




•
 
he pointed to the ring of trees.










11.
 
(
in a ring

 )
 — arranged or grouped in a circle




•
 
everyone sat in a ring, holding hands.










12.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a group of people drawn together due to a shared interest or goal, especially one involving illegal or unscrupulous activity




•
 
the police had been investigating the drug ring.










13.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for closed chain
 .




14.
 
a circular or spiral course




•
 
they were dancing energetically in a ring.










15.
 


[Mathematics]

 a set of elements with two binary operations, addition and multiplication, the second being distributive over the first and associative.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
surround (someone or something), especially for protection or containment




•
 
the courthouse was ringed with police.










2.
 
form a line around the edge of (something circular)




•
 
dark shadows ringed his eyes.










3.
 
draw a circle around (something), especially to focus attention on it




•
 
an area of Tribeca had been ringed in red.










4.
 
put a circular band through the nose of (a bull, pig, or other farm animal) to lead or otherwise control it.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
run rings around someone








‹informal›

 outclass or outwit someone very easily.









2.
 
throw one's hat in the ring






see hat
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





ringless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hring

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ring

 , German 
Ring

 , also to the noun rank
 1
 .






ring2


 
/riNG/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a clear resonant or vibrating sound




•
 
a shot 
rang out






•
 
a bell rang loudly




•
 (as 
noun

 
ringing

 )
 
the ringing of fire alarms.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a bell or alarm) to ring




•
 
he walked up to the door and rang the bell.










3.
 
(of a telephone) produce a series of resonant or vibrating sounds to signal an incoming call




•
 
the phone rang again as I replaced it.










4.
 
call for service or attention by sounding a bell




•
 
Ruth, will you 
ring for

 some tea?










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sound (the hour, a peal, etc.) on a bell or bells




•
 
a bell ringing the hour.










6.
 
(
ring with/to

 )
 — (of a place) resound or reverberate with (a sound or sounds)




•
 
the room rang with laughter.










7.
 
(of a person's ears) be filled with a continuous buzzing or humming sound, especially as the aftereffect of a blow or loud noise




•
 
he yelled so loudly that my eardrums rang.










8.
 
(
ring with

 )
 — be filled or permeated with (a particular quality)




•
 
a clever retort which rang with contempt.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 — convey a specified impression or quality




•
 
the author's honesty rings true.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 call by telephone




•
 
I rang her this morning




•
 
Harriet 
rang

 Dorothy 
up

 next day




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I tried to ring, but the lines to Moscow were engaged.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of causing a bell to sound, or the resonant sound caused by this




•
 
there was a ring at the door.










2.
 
each of a series of resonant or vibrating sounds signaling an incoming telephone call.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a telephone call




•
 
I'd better 
give her a ring

 tomorrow.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a loud clear sound or tone




•
 
the ring of sledgehammers on metal.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a particular quality conveyed by something heard or expressed




•
 
the song had a curious 
ring of

 nostalgia to it.










6.
 
a set of bells, especially church bells.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
ring a bell






see bell
 1
 .









2.
 
ring the changes






see change
 .









3.
 
ring down (or up) the curtain





a.
 
cause a theater curtain to be lowered (or raised).




b.
 
mark the end (or the beginning) of an enterprise or event




•
 
the sendoff 
rings down the curtain on

 a major chapter in television history.















4.
 
ring in one's ears (or head)






linger in the memory




•
 
he left Washington with the president's praises ringing in his ears.















5.
 
ring in (or out) the new (or old) year






commemorate the new year (or the end of the previous year) with boisterous celebration.









6.
 
ring off the hook








(N. Amer.)

 (of a telephone) be constantly ringing due to a large number of incoming calls.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
ring off








(Brit.)

 end a telephone call by replacing the receiver.









2.
 
ring round (or around)








(Brit.)

 telephone (several people), typically to find something out or arrange something.









3.
 
ring something up





a.
 
record an amount on a cash register.




b.
 
make, spend, or announce a particular amount in sales, profits, or losses.















– origin

 Old English 
hringan

 , of Germanic origin, perhaps imitative.





ring-around-the-rosy

 
/riNGəˌroundT͟Həˈrōzē/





I.
 
noun




a singing game played by children, in which the players hold hands and dance in a circle, falling down at the end of the song.











– origin

 said to refer to the inflamed (“rose-colored”) ring of buboes, symptomatic of the plague; the final part of the game is symbolic of death.





ringback

 
/ˈriNGbak/






noun




a sound made by a mobile phone that is heard by a person who is calling that phone while waiting for the call to be connected.













ringbark

 
/ˈriNGbärk/






verb




another term for girdle
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).













ring bearer






noun




the person, typically a young boy, who ceremoniously bears the rings at a wedding.













ring binder

 
/riNG ˈbīndər/






noun




a loose-leaf binder with ring-shaped clasps that can be opened to pass through holes in the paper.













ringbolt

 
/ˈriNGbōlt/






noun




a bolt made with a ring for passing a rope through.













ringbone

 
/ˈriNGˌbōn/






noun




osteoarthritis of the pastern joint of a horse, causing swelling and lameness.













ring-bound

 
/ˈriNGˌbound/






adjective




bound in a ring binder.














ring circuit






noun




an electric circuit serving a number of outlets, with one circuit breaker in the supply.














ringdove

 
/ˈriNGdəv/






noun




a dove or pigeon with a ringlike mark on the neck, in particular

[● a captive or feral African collared dove (
Streptopelia roseogrisea

 , family 
Columbidae

 ). ● (Brit. )the wood pigeon.]













ringed

 
/riNGd/






adjective



1.
 
marked with or encircled by a ring or rings




•
 
a long, ringed tail similar to a tabby cat.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a planet) having a thin band or disk of rock and ice particles formed in its orbit




•
 
the probe will study the ringed planet for four years.










3.
 
wearing a ring, as an ornament or a token of marriage, engagement, or authority




•
 
they wore suits with the sleeves pulled back to show ringed fingers.



















ringed plover

 
/ˌriNGd ˈpləvər ˌriNGd ˈplōvər/






noun




a small plover found chiefly in Eurasia, with white underparts and a black collar, breeding on sand or shingle beaches.

[Genus 
Charadrius

 , family 
Charadriidae

 : three species, in particular 
Charadrius hiaticula

 .]













ringed seal






noun




a seal of arctic and subarctic waters that has pale ring-shaped markings on the back and sides and a short muzzle.

[
Phoca hispida

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]













ringer1


 
/ˈriNGər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an athlete or horse fraudulently substituted for another in a competition or event.




2.
 
a person's or thing's double, especially an impostor




•
 
he's a 
ringer for

 the French actor Fernandel.










3.
 
a person who is highly proficient at a particular skill or sport and is brought in to supplement a team or group of people




•
 
league eligibility rules had grown flexible to accommodate new teams, and ringers began suiting up.










4.
 
a person or device that rings something.













ringer2


 
/ˈriNGər/






noun



1.
 
in certain games, a tossed object that encircles its intended target, in particular




2.
 
a tossed horseshoe that encircles the stake.




•
 
you never forget the sound of your first ringer.










3.
 
a tossed quoit that encircles the peg.




4.
 
a game of marbles in which the target marbles are placed in the center of a circular area.













Ringer's solution

 
/ˈriNGərz səˌlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a physiological saline solution that typically contains, in addition to sodium chloride, salts of potassium and calcium.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Sydney 
Ringer

 (1834–1910), English physician.





ringette

 
/riNGˈet/






noun






(Canadian)

 a game resembling ice hockey, played (especially by women and girls) with a straight stick and a rubber ring, and in which no intentional body contact is allowed.













ring finger

 
/ˈriNG ˌfiNGɡər/






noun




the finger next to the little finger, especially of the left hand, on which the wedding band is worn.













ring flash






noun






[Photography]

 a circular electronic flash tube that fits around a camera lens to give shadowless lighting of a subject near the lens, especially for macrophotography.













ringgit

 
/ˈriNGɡit/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Malaysia, equivalent to 100 hundred sen.











– origin

 Malay.





ringhals

 
/ˈriNGhals ˈriNGhälz /

 
rinkhals





I.
 
noun




a large nocturnal spitting cobra of southern Africa, with one or two white rings across the throat.

[
Hemachatus haemachatus

 , family 
Elapidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans 
rinkhals

 , from 
ring

 ‘ring’ + 
hals

 ‘neck.’





ringing

 
/ˈriNGiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or emitting a clear resonant sound




•
 
a ringing voice.










2.
 
(of a statement) forceful and unequivocal




•
 
the Russian leader received a ringing declaration of support.














II.
 
derivatives





ringingly






adverb





















ringleader

 
/ˈriNGˌlēdər/






noun




a person who initiates or leads an illicit or illegal activity.













ringlet

 
/ˈriNGlit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lock of hair hanging in a corkscrew-shaped curl.




2.
 
a brown butterfly that has wings bearing eyespots that are typically highlighted by a paler color.

[
Aphantopus

 , 
Erebia

 , and other genera in the subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ringleted






adjective













2.
 
ringlety






adjective





















ring main

 
/riNG mān/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 an electrical supply serving a series of consumers and returning to the original source, so that each consumer has an alternative path in the event of a failure.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for ring circuit
 .




3.
 


(Brit.)

 an arrangement of pipes forming a closed loop into which steam, water, or sewage may be fed and whose points of draw-off are supplied by flow from two directions.













ringmaster

 
/ˈriNGˌmastər/






noun




the person directing a circus performance.













ring modulator






noun




an electronic circuit, especially in a musical instrument, that incorporates a closed loop of four diodes and can be used for the balanced mixing and modulation of signals.













ring-neck

 
ringneck






noun




any of a number of ring-necked birds, in particular

[● a ring-necked pheasant. See pheasant
 ● (Austral. )a green parrot with a yellow collar (genus 
Barnardius

 , family 
Psittacidae

 : two species). ● a ring-necked duck (
Aythya collaris

 , family 
Anatidae

 ).]













ring-necked

 
/ˈriNGˌnekt/






adjective




used in names of birds and reptiles with a band or bands of color around the neck, e.g., 
ring-necked pheasant

 .













Ring of Fire






the zone of volcanic activity surrounding the Pacific Ocean.









ring ouzel

 
/ˈriNG ˌo͞ozəl /

 
ring ousel






noun




a European thrush that resembles a blackbird with a white crescent across the breast, inhabiting upland moors and mountainous country.

[
Turdus torquatus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]













ring pull

 
/ˈriNG po͝ol/






noun




a ring-shaped pull tab on a can or other container.













ring road

 
/ˈriNG ˌrōd/






noun




a bypass encircling a town.













ring-shaped






adjective




having the shape of a ring; circular




•
 
ring-shaped islands made of coral




•
 
a ring-shaped cake.



















ringside

 
/ˈriNGˌsīd/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the area immediately beside a boxing ring or circus ring




•
 
a ringside judge.










2.
 
an advantageous position from which to observe or monitor something




•
 
having 
a ringside seat

 at the healthcare committee hearings.














II.
 
derivatives





ringsider

 
/ˈriNGˌsīdər /






noun





















ringster

 
/ˈriNGstər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a member of a political or price-fixing ring.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a boxer.














ringtail

 
/ˈriNGˌtāl/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of mammals or birds having a tail marked with a ring or rings, in particular




2.
 
a ring-tailed cat or lemur.




3.
 
a female hen harrier or related harrier.




4.
 
a golden eagle up to its third year.




5.
 
(also 
ringtail

 or 
ring-tailed possum

 )
 — a nocturnal tree-dwelling Australian possum that habitually curls its prehensile tail into a ring or spiral.

[Genus 
Pseudocheirus

 and other genera, family 
Petauridae

 : several species, in particular the 
common ringtail

 (
P. peregrinus

 ), of southern Australia and Tasmania.]













ring-tailed

 
/ˈriNGˌtāld/






adjective




used in names of mammals and birds that have the tail banded in contrasting colors, e.g., 
ring-tailed lemur

 , or curled at the end, e.g., 
ring-tailed possum

 .














ring-tailed cat






noun




a North American cacomistle, a nocturnal raccoonlike mammal with a dark-ringed tail.

Also called ringtail
 . [
Bassariscus astutus

 , family 
Procyonidae

 .]













ring-tailed lemur






noun




a gregarious lemur with a gray coat, black rings around the eyes, and distinctive black-and-white banding on the tail.

[
Lemur catta

 , family 
Lemuridae

 .]













ringtone

 
/ˈriNGtōn/






noun




a sound made by a mobile phone when an incoming call is received.













ringtoss

 
/ˈriNGˌtôs, -ˌtäs/






noun




a game in which rings are tossed at an upright peg. Points are scored by encircling the peg or coming closer to it than other players.













ringwork

 
/ˈriNGˌwərk/






noun






[Archaeology]

 the circular entrenchment of a minor medieval castle.














ringworm

 
/ˈriNGˌwərm/






noun




a contagious itching skin disease occurring in small circular patches, caused by any of a number of fungi and affecting chiefly the scalp or the feet. The most common form is athlete's foot.

Also called tinea
 .













rink

 
/riNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an enclosed area of ice for skating, ice hockey, or curling, especially one artificially prepared.




2.
 
(also 
roller rink

 )
 — a smooth enclosed floor for roller skating.




3.
 
a building containing either of these.




4.
 
(also 
bowling rink

 )
 — the strip of a bowling green used for playing a match.




5.
 
a team in curling or lawn bowling.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots in the sense ‘jousting ground’): perhaps originally from Old French 
renc

 ‘rank.’





rink rat






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a young person who spends time around an ice-hockey rink in the hope of meeting players, watching practice, and spending time on the ice.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a synthetic broom used in the game of curling.













rinky-dink

 
/ˈriNGkē ˌdiNGk/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 old-fashioned, amateurish, or shoddy




•
 
the fifty-third issue of the quarterly looked just as rinky-dink as the first.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





RINO

 
/ˈrīnō/






abbreviation




Republican in name only, referring to a member of the Republican Party considered too liberal by more conservative members.













Rinpoche

 
/ˈrinˈpäCHˈā/





I.
 
noun




(in Tibetan Buddhism) an incarnate lama or highly respected religious teacher (often used as an honorific title).











– origin

 Tibetan, literally ‘precious jewel.’





rinse

 
/rins/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash (something) with clean water to remove soap, detergent, dirt, or impurities




•
 
always rinse your hair thoroughly




•
 
mussels should be well rinsed before use.










2.
 
wash (something) quickly, especially without soap




•
 
Rose 
rinsed out

 a tumbler




•
 
Karen 
rinsed

 her mouth 
out

 .










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (soap, detergent, dirt, or impurities) by washing with clean water




•
 
the conditioning mousse doesn't have to be 
rinsed out






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
rub salt onto rough areas of skin, then 
rinse off

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of rinsing something




•
 
I gave my hands a quick rinse.










2.
 
an antiseptic solution for cleansing the mouth.




3.
 
a preparation for conditioning or temporarily tinting the hair.








III.
 
phrases





rinse, repeat

 
lather, rinse, repeat
 , wash, rinse, repeat








‹informal›

 used to indicate the continual repetition of an action or sequence of events, typically in a way regarded as tiresomely predictable




•
 
If the sun doesn't come out soon, I'm going to kill myself. Rain, clouds, grey, cold. Rinse, repeat




•
 
Most scary movies have the build up, the scary moment, then they let you relax for a while. Lather, rinse, repeat.







[with reference to typical instructions on bottles of shampoo.]












IV.
 
derivatives





rinser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
rincer

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





Rio Branco

 
/ˈrē-ō ˈbräNGkō, ˈrē-o͝o ˈbräNGko͝o/






a city in western Brazil, capital of the state of Acre; pop. 290,639 (2007).









Rio de Janeiro

 
/ˌrēō ˌdā jəˈnerō ˌrēō ˌdē (d)ZHəˈnerō/





I.
 
a state in eastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast.




II.
 
(also 
Rio

 )
 — the capital of the state of Rio de Janeiro; pop. 6,093,472 (2007). The chief port of Brazil, it was the country's capital from 1763 until 1960, when it was replaced by Brasilia.










Río de la Plata

 
/ˌrēō ˌdā la ˈplädə/






Spanish name for the River Plate.

(see Plate River
 ).









Río de Oro

 
/ˌrēō dē ˈôrō/






an arid region on the Atlantic coast of northwestern Africa that forms the southern part of Western Sahara. It was united with Saguia el-Hamra in 1958 to form the province of Spanish Sahara (now Western Sahara).









Rio Grande

 
/ˌrēō ˈɡrand/






a river in North America that rises in the Rocky Mountains of southwestern Colorado and flows 1,880 miles (3,030 km) southeast to the Gulf of Mexico, forming the US–Mexico border from El Paso to the gulf.









Rioja

 
/rēˈōhä/






noun




a wine produced in La Rioja, Spain.













Rio Muni

 
/ˌrēō ˈmo͞onē/






the part of Equatorial Guinea that lies on the mainland of West Africa.









Rio Negro

 
/ˌrēō ˈnāɡrō/






a river in South America that rises as the Guainia in eastern Colombia and flows for about 1,400 miles (2,255 km) through northwestern Brazil before joining the Amazon River near Manaus.









Rio Rancho

 
/ˌrēō ˈran(t)SHō/






a city in north central New Mexico, northwest of Albuquerque; pop. 79,655 (est. 2008).










riot

 
/ˈrīət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd




•
 
riots broke out in the capital




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
riot police.










2.
 
an uproar




•
 
the film's sex scenes caused a riot in Cannes.










3.
 
an outburst of uncontrolled feelings




•
 


a riot of

 emotions raged through Frances.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 uncontrolled revelry; rowdy behavior.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an impressively large or varied display of something




•
 
the garden was 
a riot of

 color.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a highly amusing or entertaining person or thing




•
 
everyone thought she was a riot.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in a violent public disturbance




•
 
students rioted in Paris




•
 (as 
noun

 
rioting

 )
 
a night of rioting.










2.
 
behave in an unrestrained way




•
 
another set of emotions rioted through him.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 act in a dissipated way




•
 
an unrepentant prodigal son, rioting off to far countries.














III.
 
phrases





run riot





a.
 
behave in a violent and unrestrained way.




b.
 
(of a mental faculty or emotion) function or be expressed without restraint




•
 
her imagination ran riot.










c.
 
proliferate or spread uncontrollably




•
 
traditional prejudices were allowed to run riot.


















IV.
 
derivatives





rioter

 
/ˈrīədər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘dissolute living’): from Old French 
riote

 ‘debate,’ from 
rioter

 ‘to quarrel,’ of unknown ultimate origin.






Riot Act

 
/ˈrīət akt/





I.
 
a law passed by the British government in 1715 and repealed in 1967, designed to prevent civil disorder. The act made it a felony for an assembly of more than twelve people to refuse to disperse after being ordered to do so and having been read a specified section of the act by lawful authority.




II.
 
phrases





read someone the Riot Act (or riot act)






give someone a strong warning that they must improve their behavior.

















riot gear

 
/ˈrīət ɡi(ə)r/






noun




protective clothing and equipment worn by police or prison officers in situations of crowd violence.














riot girl

 
riot grrrl






noun




a member of a movement of young feminists associated with aggressive punk-style rock music.













riotous

 
/ˈrīədəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
marked by or involving public disorder




•
 
a riotous crowd.










2.
 
characterized by wild and uncontrolled behavior




•
 
a riotous party.










3.
 
having a vivid, varied appearance




•
 
a riotous display of bright red, green, and yellow vegetables.










4.
 
hilariously funny




•
 
a riotous account of the making of the movie.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
riotously

 
/ˈrīədəslē /






adverb













2.
 
riotousness

 
/ˈrīədəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘troublesome’): from Old French, from 
riote

 (see riot
 ).






rip1


 
/rip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tear or pull (something) quickly or forcibly away from something or someone




•
 
a fan tried to 
rip

 his pants 
off

 during a show




•
 


‹figurative›

 countries ripped apart by fighting.










2.
 
make a long tear or cut in




•
 
you've ripped my jacket




•
 (as 
adj.

 
ripped

 )
 
ripped jeans.










3.
 
make (a hole) by force




•
 
the truck was struck by lightning and had a hole ripped out of its roof.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come violently apart; tear




•
 
he heard something rip.










5.
 
cut (wood) in the direction of the grain.




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move forcefully and rapidly




•
 
fire 
ripped through

 her bungalow.










7.
 
use a program to copy (material from a CD or DVD) onto a computer's hard drive




•
 
every Beatles song ever made, ripped from my boxed set of CDs.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a long tear or cut.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of tearing something forcibly.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fraud or swindle; a rip-off.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
let rip





a.
 


‹informal›

 do something or proceed vigorously or without restraint




•
 
the brass sections let rip with sheer gusto.










b.
 
express oneself vehemently or angrily.









2.
 
let something rip





a.
 


‹informal›

 allow something, especially a vehicle, to go at full speed.




b.
 
allow something to happen forcefully or without interference




•
 
once she started a tirade, it was best to let it rip.










c.
 
utter or express something forcefully and noisily




•
 
when I passed the exam I let rip a “yippee.”


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
rip into








‹informal›

 make a vehement verbal attack on




•
 
he ripped into me just for going into the trailer.















2.
 
rip someone off








‹informal›

 cheat someone, especially financially.









3.
 
rip something off





a.
 


‹informal›

 steal




•
 
they have ripped off $6.7 billion.










b.
 
copy; plagiarize




•
 
the film is a shameless collection of ideas ripped off from other movies.















4.
 
rip something up






tear something violently into small pieces so as to destroy it.















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): of unknown origin; compare with the verb reap
 . The noun dates from the early 18th cent.





rip2


 
/rip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stretch of fast-flowing and rough water in the sea or in a river, caused by the meeting of currents.




2.
 
short for rip current
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps related to rip
 1
 .





rip3


 
/rip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a dissolute immoral person, especially a man




•
 
“Where is that old rip?” a deep voice shouted.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a mischievous person, especially a child.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a worthless horse.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps from 
rep

 , abbreviation of reprobate
 .






RIP1


 
/ˌär ˌī ˈpē/





I.
 
abbreviation




rest in peace (used on grave markers).











– origin

 from Latin 
requiescat

 (or, in the plural, 
requiescant

 ) 
in pace

 .





RIP2


 
/ˌär ˌī ˈpē/





I.
 
noun




a raster image processor.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rasterize (an image)




•
 
once you are happy with the image, you can 
rip

 it 
out

 .

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.





riparian

 
/rəˈperēən rīˈperēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 of, relating to, or situated on the banks of a river




•
 
all the riparian states must sign an agreement.










2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 
[Ecology]

 of or relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers and streams.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
riparius

 (from 
ripa

 ‘bank’) + -an
 .





ripcord

 
/ˈripkôrd/






noun




a cord that is pulled to open a parachute.














rip current






noun




a relatively strong, narrow current flowing outward from the beach through the surf zone and presenting a hazard to swimmers.













ripe

 
/rīp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of fruit or grain) developed to the point of readiness for harvesting and eating.




2.
 
(of a cheese or wine) fully matured




•
 
a ripe Brie




•
 


‹figurative›

 ripe wisdom.










3.
 
(of a smell or flavor) rich, intense, or pungent




•
 
rich, ripe flavors emanate from this wine.










4.
 
(of a female fish or insect) ready to lay eggs or spawn.




5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
ripe for

 )
 — arrived at the fitting stage or time for (a particular action or purpose)




•
 
land ripe for development.










6.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
ripe with

 )
 — full of




•
 
a population ripe with discontent.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person's age) advanced




•
 
she lived to a ripe old age.










8.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person's language) beyond the bounds of propriety; coarse.








II.
 
phrases





the time is ripe






a suitable time has arrived




•
 
the time was ripe to talk about peace.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ripely






adverb













2.
 
ripeness

 
/ˈrīpnis /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rīpe

 ; related to Dutch 
rijp

 and German 
reif

 .





ripen

 
/ˈrīpən/






verb




become or make ripe


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
honeydew melons ripen slowly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
for ease of harvesting, the fruit is ripened to order.



















ripieno

 
/ripˈyānō/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 the body of instruments accompanying the concertino in baroque concerto music




•
 
the concertino is accompanied by ripieno strings.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘supplementary’): from Italian, from 
ri-

 (expressing intensive force) + 
pieno

 ‘full.’





Ripken, Cal

 
/ˈripkin/






Jr. (1960–), US baseball player; full name 
Calvin Edward Ripken, Jr.

 ; nickname 
Iron Man

 . A shortstop and later a third baseman, he played for the Baltimore Orioles 1982–2001. He holds the major league record of 2,632 consecutive games played. Baseball Hall of Fame (2007).









rip-off

 
/ˈrip ˌôf/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a fraud or swindle, especially something that is grossly overpriced




•
 
designer label clothes are just expensive rip-offs.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an inferior imitation of something




•
 
rip-offs of all the latest styles.



















riposte

 
/rəˈpōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quick clever reply to an insult or criticism.




2.
 


[Fencing]

 a quick return thrust following a parry.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — make a quick clever reply to an insult or criticism




•
 
“I'd have made lamb chops had I known you're a vegetarian,” Kris riposted.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a quick return thrust in fencing.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
risposte

 (noun), 
risposter

 (verb), from Italian 
risposta

 ‘response.’





ripped

 
/ript/






adjective



1.
 
(of clothes or fabric) badly torn




•
 
a pair of faded, ripped jeans.










2.
 


‹informal›

 under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs




•
 
at the dress rehearsal, he was so ripped he couldn't stand upright.










3.
 


‹informal›

 having well-defined or well-developed muscles; muscular




•
 
through his slightly-too-tight shirt you could see he was ripped




•
 
they're going to the gym daily to get buff pecs, ripped abs, and tight buns.



















ripper

 
/ˈripər/






noun



1.
 
a tool that is used to tear or break something.




2.
 
a murderer who mutilates victims' bodies.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is particularly admirable or excellent.













ripping

 
/ˈripiNG/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 splendid; excellent




•
 
she's going to have a ripping time.














II.
 
derivatives





rippingly






adverb






















ripple

 
/ˈripəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small wave or series of waves on the surface of water, especially as caused by an object dropping into it or a slight breeze.




2.
 
a thing resembling a ripple or ripples in appearance or movement




•
 
the sand undulated and was ridged with ripples.










3.
 
a gentle rising and falling sound, especially of laughter or conversation, that spreads through a group of people




•
 
a ripple of laughter ran around the room.










4.
 
a particular feeling or effect that spreads through or to someone or something




•
 
his words set off a ripple of excitement within her.










5.
 


[Physics]

 a wave on a fluid surface, the restoring force for which is provided by surface tension rather than gravity, and that consequently has a wavelength shorter than that corresponding to the minimum speed of propagation.




6.
 


[Physics]

 small periodic, usually undesirable, variations in electrical voltage superposed on a direct voltage or on an alternating voltage of lower frequency.




7.
 
a type of ice cream with wavy lines of colored flavored syrup running through it




•
 
raspberry ripple.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water) form or flow with small waves on the surface




•
 
the Mediterranean rippled and sparkled




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rippling

 )
 
the rippling waters.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (the surface of water) to form small waves




•
 
a cool wind rippled the surface of the estuary.










3.
 
move in a way resembling small waves




•
 
fields of grain rippling in the wind.










4.
 
(of a sound or feeling) spread through a person, group, or place




•
 
applause 
rippled around

 the tables.










5.
 
(as 
adj.

 
rippled

 )
 — having the appearance of small waves




•
 
a broad noodle, rippled on both sides, wider than fettuccine.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ripplet

 
/ˈriplit /






noun













2.
 
ripply

 
/ˈrip(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.





ripple effect

 
/ˈripəl əˌfekt/






noun




the continuing and spreading results of an event or action




•
 
while their marriage made an impact on their friends, the ripple effect on family members was even more profound.



















ripple marks






plural noun




a system of subparallel wavy ridges and furrows left on sand or mud by the action of water or wind, and sometimes fossilized.













riprap

 
/ˈriprap /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




loose stone used to form a foundation for a breakwater or other structure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen with riprap.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): reduplication of rap
 1
 .





rip-roaring

 
/ripˈrôriNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
full of energy and vigor




•
 
a rip-roaring rodeo.














II.
 
derivatives





rip-roaringly






adverb





















ripsaw

 
/ˈripsô/






noun




a coarse saw for cutting wood along the grain.













ripsnorting

 
/ˈripsnôrdiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 showing great vigor or intensity




•
 
a ripsnorting editorial.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ripsnorter

 
/ˈripˈˌsnôrdər /






noun













2.
 
ripsnortingly






adverb





















ripstop

 
/ˈripstäp/






noun




nylon fabric that is woven so that a tear will not spread.













riptide

 
/ˈriptīd/






noun



1.
 
a strong current caused by tidal flow in confined areas such as inlets and presenting a hazard to swimmers and boaters.




2.
 
another term for rip current
 .













Rip Van Winkle

 
/rip van ˈwiNGk(ə)l/






the hero of a story in Washington Irving's 
Sketch Book

 (1819–20), who fell asleep in the Catskill Mountains and awoke after twenty years to find the world completely changed.









RISC

 
/risk/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 a computer based on a processor or processors designed to perform a limited set of operations extremely quickly.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
reduced instruction set computer

 (or 
computing

 ).






rise

 
/rīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move from a lower position to a higher one; come or go up




•
 
the tiny aircraft rose from the ground.










2.
 
(of the sun, moon, or another celestial body) appear above the horizon




•
 
the sun had just risen.










3.
 
(of a fish) come to the surface of water




•
 
a fish rose and was hooked and landed.










4.
 
(of a voice) become higher in pitch




•
 
my voice rose an octave or two as I screamed.










5.
 
reach a higher position in society or one's profession




•
 
the officer was a man of great courage who had 
risen from the ranks

 .










6.
 
(
rise above

 )
 — succeed in not being limited or constrained by (a restrictive environment or situation)




•
 
he struggled to rise above his humble background.










7.
 
(
rise above

 )
 — be superior to




•
 
I try to rise above prejudice.










8.
 
get up from lying, sitting, or kneeling




•
 
she pushed back her chair and rose.










9.
 
get out of bed, especially in the morning




•
 
I rose and got dressed.










10.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a meeting or a session of a court) adjourn




•
 
the judge's remark heralded the signal for the court to rise.










11.
 
be restored to life




•
 
your sister has 
risen from

 the dead




•
 
he would 
rise again from

 the dead on the third day.










12.
 
(of a wind) start to blow or to blow more strongly




•
 
the wind continued to rise.










13.
 
(of a river) have its source




•
 
the Euphrates rises in Turkey.










14.
 
cease to be submissive, obedient, or peaceful




•
 
the activists urged militant factions to 
rise up

 .










15.
 
(
rise to

 )
 — (of a person) react with annoyance or argument to (provocation)




•
 
he didn't rise to my teasing.










16.
 
(
rise to

 )
 — find the strength or ability to respond adequately to (a challenging situation)




•
 
many participants in the race had never sailed before, but they rose to the challenge.










17.
 
(of land or a feature following the contours of the land) incline upward; become higher




•
 
the moorlands rise and fall in gentle folds.










18.
 
(of a building, mountain, or other high object or structure) be much taller than the surrounding landscape




•
 
the cliff rose more than a hundred feet above us.










19.
 
(of someone's hair) stand on end




•
 
he felt the hairs rise on the back of his neck.










20.
 
(of a building) undergo construction from the foundations




•
 
rows of two-story houses are slowly rising.










21.
 
(of dough) swell by the action of yeast




•
 
leave the dough in a warm place to rise.










22.
 
(of a bump, blister, or weal) appear as a swelling on the skin




•
 
blisters rose on his burned hand.










23.
 
(of a person's stomach) become nauseated




•
 
Fabio's stomach 
rose at

 the foul bedding.










24.
 
increase in number, size, amount, or quality




•
 
land prices had risen.










25.
 
(of the sea, a river, or other body of water) increase in height to a particular level, typically through tidal action or flooding




•
 
the river level rose so high the work had to be abandoned




•
 


‹figurative›

 the 
rising tide of

 crime.










26.
 
(of an emotion) develop and become more intense




•
 
he felt a tide of resentment rising in him.










27.
 
(of a sound) become louder; be audible above other sounds




•
 
her voice rose above the clamor.










28.
 
(of a person's mood) become more cheerful




•
 
her spirits rose as they left the ugly city behind.










29.
 
(of the color in a person's face) become deeper, especially as a result of embarrassment




•
 
he was teasing her, and she could feel her color rising.










30.
 
(of a barometer or other measuring instrument) give a higher reading.




31.
 
(
rising

 )
 — approaching (a specified age)




•
 
she was thirty-nine rising forty




•
 
Polly shall have a young mare rising three years old.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an upward movement; an instance of becoming higher




•
 
the bird has a display flight of steep flapping rises.










2.
 
an act of a fish moving to the surface to take a fly or bait.




3.
 
an increase in sound or pitch




•
 
the rise and fall of his voice.










4.
 
an instance of social, commercial, or political advancement




•
 
few models have had such a meteoric rise.










5.
 
an upward slope or hill.




6.
 
the vertical height of a step, arch, or incline.




7.
 
another term for riser
 (
sense

 2).




8.
 
an increase in amount, extent, size, or number




•
 
local people are worried by the rise in crime.










9.
 


(Brit.)

 an increase in salary or wages.




10.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a source; an origin




•
 
it was here that the brook had its rise.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or take) a rise out of








‹informal›

 provoke an angry or irritated response from (someone), especially by teasing.









2.
 
on the rise





a.
 
becoming greater or more numerous; increasing




•
 
prices were on the rise.










b.
 
becoming more successful




•
 
young stars on the rise.















3.
 
rise and shine






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 get out of bed smartly; wake up.









4.
 
rise to the bait






see bait
 .









5.
 
rise with the sun (or lark)






get up early in the morning.









6.
 
someone's star is rising






someone is becoming more successful or popular.















– origin

 Old English 
rīsan

 ‘make an attack,’ ‘wake, get out of bed,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rijzen

 and German 
reisen

 .





riser

 
/ˈrīzər/






noun



1.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who habitually gets out of bed at a particular time of the morning




•
 
late risers always exasperate early risers.










2.
 
a vertical section between the treads of a staircase.




3.
 
a vertical pipe for the upward flow of liquid or gas.




4.
 
a low platform on a stage or in an auditorium, used to give greater prominence to a speaker or performer.




5.
 
a strip of webbing joining the harness and the rigging lines of a parachute or paraglider.













rise time






noun






[Electronics]

 the time required for a pulse to rise from 10 percent to 90 percent of its steady value.













rishi

 
/ˈriSHē/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu sage or saint.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ṛṣi

 .





risible

 
/ˈrizəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
such as to provoke laughter




•
 
a risible scene of lovemaking in a tent.










2.
 


‹rare›

 (of a person) having the faculty or power of laughing; inclined to laugh.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
risibility

 
/ˌrizəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
risibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘inclined to laughter’): from late Latin 
risibilis

 , from Latin 
ris-

 ‘laughed,’ from the verb 
ridere

 .





rising

 
/ˈrīziNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
going up, increasing, or sloping upward




•
 
the rising temperature




•
 
rising ground.










2.
 
advancing to maturity or high standing




•
 
the rising generation of American writers.










3.
 
approaching (a higher level, grade, age, etc.)




•
 
a rising senior at North Carolina State.










4.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a sign) ascendant.




5.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 (of a bird) depicted with the wings open but not fully displayed, as if preparing for flight.








II.
 
noun




an armed protest against authority; a revolt.













rising main






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a vertical pipe that rises from the ground to supply municipal water to a building.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the vertical pipe of a water pump.













rising trot






noun




a style of riding in which a rider rises from the saddle on every second stride of a horse's trotting pace.














risk

 
/risk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a situation involving exposure to danger




•
 
flouting the law was too much of a risk




•
 
all outdoor activities carry an element of risk.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the possibility that something unpleasant or unwelcome will happen




•
 


reduce the risk of

 heart disease




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a high consumption of caffeine was suggested as a 
risk factor

 for loss of bone mass.










3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person or thing regarded as likely to turn out well or badly, as specified, in a particular context or respect




•
 
Western banks regarded Romania as a good risk.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person or thing regarded as a threat or likely source of danger




•
 
she's a security risk




•
 
gloss paint can burn strongly and pose a fire risk.










5.
 
(usu. 
risks

 )
 — a possibility of harm or damage against which something is insured.




6.
 
the possibility of financial loss


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
project finance is essentially an exercise in risk management.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expose (someone or something valued) to danger, harm, or loss




•
 
he risked his life to save his dog.










2.
 
act or fail to act in such a way as to bring about the possibility of (an unpleasant or unwelcome event)




•
 
unless you're dealing with pure alcohol you're risking contamination from benzene.










3.
 
incur the chance of unfortunate consequences by engaging in (an action)




•
 
he was far too intelligent to risk attempting to deceive her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at risk






exposed to harm or danger




•
 
23 million people in Africa are 
at risk from

 starvation.















2.
 
at one's (own) risk






used to indicate that if harm befalls a person or their possessions through their actions, it is their own responsibility




•
 
they undertook the adventure at their own risk.















3.
 
at the risk of doing something






although there is the possibility of something unpleasant resulting




•
 
at the risk of boring people to tears, I repeat the most important rule in painting.















4.
 
at risk to oneself (or something)






with the possibility of endangering oneself or something




•
 
he visited prisons at considerable risk to his health.















5.
 
risk one's neck






put one's life in danger.









6.
 
run the risk (or run risks)






expose oneself to the possibility of something unpleasant occurring




•
 
she preferred not to 
run the risk of

 encountering his sister.





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
risque

 (noun), 
risquer

 (verb), from Italian 
risco

 ‘danger’ and 
rischiare

 ‘run into danger.’





risk assessment






noun




a systematic process of evaluating the potential risks that may be involved in a projected activity or undertaking.













risk-averse






adjective




disinclined or reluctant to take risks




•
 
risk-averse investors.



















risk capital

 
/risk ˈkapədl/






noun




another term for venture capital
 .













risk management






noun




(in business) the forecasting and evaluation of financial risks together with the identification of procedures to avoid or minimize their impact.













risk-neutral






adjective




indifferent to or balanced with respect to financial risk




•
 
the amount of volatility is undesirable for risk-neutral and risk-averse investors




•
 
risk-neutral positions are designed to make money whether the markets go up or down.



















risk-seeking






adjective




inclined or eager to take risks




•
 
entrepreneurs are generally risk-seeking




•
 
risk-seeking behavior.



















risk-taker

 
/ˈriskˌtākər/






noun




a person who takes risks




•
 
he was a risk taker who wanted to try new things.



















risk-taking

 
/ˈriskˌtākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of taking risks




•
 
decisions at this level involve some risk-taking.














II.
 
adjective




willing to take risky action in the hope of a desired result




•
 
a rare, risk-taking client.



















risky

 
/ˈriskē/





I.
 
adjective




full of the possibility of danger, failure, or loss




•
 
it was much too risky to try to disarm him.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
riskily

 
/ˈriskəlē /






adverb













2.
 
riskiness

 
/ˈriskēnəs /






noun





















Risorgimento

 
/rēˌzôrjəˈmenˌtō, -ˌsôr-/





I.
 
a movement for the unification and independence of Italy, which was achieved in 1870.





The restoration of repressive regimes after the Napoleonic Wars led to revolts in Naples and Piedmont (1821) and Bologna (1831).With French aid the Austrians were driven out of northern Italy by 1859, and the south was won over by Garibaldi. Voting resulted in the acceptance of Victor Emmanuel II as the first king of a united Italy in 1861. / 
– origin

 Italian, literally ‘resurrection.’





risotto

 
/rəˈzôdō rəˈsôdō/





I.
 
noun




an Italian dish of rice cooked in stock with other ingredients such as meat and vegetables.











– origin

 Italian, from 
riso

 ‘rice.’





risqué

 
/riˈskā/





I.
 
adjective




slightly indecent or liable to shock, especially by being sexually suggestive




•
 
his risqué humor.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, past participle of 
risquer

 ‘to risk.’





Riss

 
/ris/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 the penultimate Pleistocene glaciation in the Alps, possibly corresponding to the Saale of northern Europe.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down during the Riss glaciation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of a tributary of the Danube River in Germany.





rissole

 
/rəˈsōl ˈriˌsōl/





I.
 
noun




a compressed mixture of meat and spices, coated in breadcrumbs and fried.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Old French dialect 
ruissole

 , from a feminine form of late Latin 
russeolus

 ‘reddish,’ from Latin 
russus

 ‘red.’






Risso's dolphin

 
/ˌrisōz ˈdälfin/





I.
 
noun




a gray dolphin that has long black flippers and a rounded snout with no beak, living mainly in temperate seas.

Also called grampus
 . [
Grampus griseus

 , family 
Delphinidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Giovanni A. 
Risso

 (1777–1845), Italian naturalist.





ristorante

 
/ˌristôˈräntā/





I.
 
noun




an Italian restaurant.











– origin

 Italian.





ristretto

 
/riˈstredō/





I.
 
noun




a drink of very strong, concentrated espresso.











– origin

 from Italian 
(caffè) ristretto

 , literally ‘restricted (coffee),’ from 
restringere

 ‘restrict.’





rit.

 

‹Music›







abbreviation



1.
 
ritardando.




2.
 
ritenuto.













Ritalin

 
/ˈridələn/






noun




trademark for methylphenidate
 .














ritardando

 
/ˌrētärˈdändō /

 

‹Music›


 
ritard





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) with a gradual decrease of tempo.








II.
 
noun




a gradual decrease in tempo.











– origin

 Italian.






rite

 
/rīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious or other solemn ceremony or act




•
 
the rite of communion




•
 
fertility rites.










2.
 
a body of customary observances characteristic of a church or a part of it




•
 
the Byzantine rite.










3.
 
a social custom, practice, or conventional act




•
 
the family Christmas rite.














II.
 
phrases





rite of passage






a ceremony or event marking an important stage in someone's life, especially birth, puberty, marriage, and death




•
 
a novel that depicts the state of adolescence and the rites of passage that lead to adulthood.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
ritus

 ‘(religious) usage.’





ritenuto

 
/ˌrēdəˈno͞odō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) with an immediate reduction of tempo.








II.
 
noun




an immediate reduction of tempo.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘retained, restrained.’





ritornello

 
/ˌridərˈnelō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a short instrumental refrain or interlude in a vocal work.




2.
 


[Music]

 a recurring tutti section in a concerto.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
ritorno

 ‘return.’





Ritter, Tex

 
/ˈritər/






(1907–74), US country singer, songwriter, and actor; full name 
Woodward Maurice Ritter

 . He made many singing cowboy movies during the 1930s and 1940s and also wrote and performed songs such as 
“Jingle, Jangle, Jingle”

 and 
“Jealous Heart. ”

 He sang the title song for the movie 
High Noon

 (1952).









ritual

 
/ˈriCH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious or solemn ceremony consisting of a series of actions performed according to a prescribed order




•
 
the ancient rituals of Christian worship




•
 
the role of ritual in religion.










2.
 
the prescribed order of performing a ceremony, especially one characteristic of a particular religion or church.




3.
 
a series of actions or type of behavior regularly and invariably followed by someone




•
 
her visits to Joy became a ritual.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or done as a religious or solemn rite




•
 
ritual burial.










2.
 
(of an action) arising from convention or habit




•
 
the players gathered for the ritual pregame huddle.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
ritualis

 , from 
ritus

 (see rite
 ).





ritual abuse

 
satanic abuse






noun




the alleged sexual abuse or murder of people, especially children, supposedly committed as part of satanic rituals.













ritualism

 
/ˈriCH(o͞o)əˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the regular observance or practice of ritual, especially when excessive or without regard to its function.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ritualist

 
/ˈriCH(o͞o)əˌlist /






noun













2.
 
ritualistic

 
/ˈˌriCH(əw)əˈlistik /






adjective













3.
 
ritualistically

 
/ˌriCH(o͞o)əˈlistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















ritualization

 
/ˌriCH(əw)ələˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of ritualizing something, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the evolutionary process by which an action or behavior pattern in an animal loses its original function but is retained for its role in display or other social interaction.













ritualize

 
/ˈriCH(o͞o)əˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
ritualized

 )


1.
 
make (something) into a ritual by following a pattern of actions or behavior




•
 
hooliganism as a ritualized expression of aggression.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 cause (an action or behavior pattern) to undergo ritualization.













ritually

 
/ˈriCH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is done as a religious or solemn rite




•
 
the temple is ritually cleansed.










2.
 
in a way that arises from convention or habit




•
 
I ritually check the local news sites.



















ritz

 
/rits/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 ostentatious luxury and glamour




•
 
removed from all the ritz and glitz.










2.
 
(
the Ritz

 ) [usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used in reference to luxurious accommodation




•
 
it's not the Ritz, but it's convenient, clean, and good value for money.




•
 
sure as hell ain't the Ritz, but it's a place to call home.




•
 
here is the Ritz of all shelters.














II.
 
phrases





put on the ritz








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 make a show of luxury or extravagance.















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Ritz

 , a proprietary name associated with luxury hotels, from César 
Ritz

 (1850–1918), a Swiss hotel owner.






Ritz Brothers

 
/ˈrits ˌbrəT͟Hərz/






a US song-and-dance comedy trio. The act, developed in 1925, consisted of the Joachim brothers 
Alfred

 (1901–65), 
Jimmy

 (1904–85), and 
Harry

 (1907–86). They appeared in such movies as 
Sing, Baby, Sing

 (1936), 
On the Avenue

 (1937), and 
Kentucky Moonshine

 (1938). After 1965, Jimmy and Harry performed as a duo until 1978.










ritzy

 
/ˈritsē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 expensively stylish




•
 
the ritzy Plaza Hotel.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ritzily

 
/ˈritsilē /






adverb













2.
 
ritziness






noun





















riv.






abbreviation




river.













rival

 
/ˈrīvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing competing with another for the same objective or for superiority in the same field of activity




•
 
he has no serious rival for the job




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
gun battles between rival gangs.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — a person or thing that equals another in quality




•
 
she has no rivals as a female rock singer.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compete for superiority with; be or seem to be equal or comparable to




•
 
the efficiency of the Bavarians 
rivals that of

 the Viennese.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
rivalis

 , originally in the sense ‘person using the same stream as another,’ from 
rivus

 ‘stream.’





rivalrous

 
/ˈrīvəlrəs/






adjective




prone to or subject to rivalry




•
 
rivalrous presidential aspirants.



















rivalry

 
/ˈrīvəlrē/






noun




competition for the same objective or for superiority in the same field




•
 
commercial rivalry




•
 
intercity rivalries.



















rive

 
/rīv/





I.
 
verb

 — (usu. 
be riven

 )


1.
 
split or tear apart violently




•
 
the party was riven by disagreements over Europe




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was 
riven with

 guilt.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 split or crack (wood or stone)




•
 
the wood was 
riven with

 deep cracks.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of wood or stone) split or crack




•
 
I started to chop furiously, the dry wood riving and splintering under the ax.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
rífa

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






river

 
/ˈrivər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake, or another such stream.




2.
 
a large quantity of a flowing substance




•
 
great 
rivers of

 molten lava




•
 


‹figurative›

 the trickle of disclosures has grown into a river of revelations.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — used in names of animals and plants living in or associated with rivers, e.g., 
river dolphin

 , 
river birch

 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
sell someone down the river








‹informal›

 betray someone, especially so as to benefit oneself.

[earlier referring to the sale of a troublesome slave to the owner of a sugarcane plantation on the lower Mississippi, where conditions were harsher.]









2.
 
up the river








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 to or in prison.

[with allusion to Sing Sing prison, situated up the Hudson River from New York City.]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rivered






adjective













2.
 
riverless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, based on Latin 
riparius

 , from 
ripa

 ‘bank of a river.’





Rivera, Diego

 
/riˈve(ə)rə/






(1886–1957), Mexican painter. He inspired a revival of fresco painting in Latin America and the US. His largest mural is a history of Mexico for the National Palace in Mexico City (unfinished, 1929–57). He was married to Frida Kahlo.









riverbank

 
/ˈrivərˌbaNGk/






noun




the bank of a river.













riverbed

 
/ˈrivərˌbed/






noun



1.
 
the bed or channel in which a river flows.




2.
 
the bottom of a river.













river birch






noun




a North American birch with shaggy reddish-brown or orange bark.

[
Betula nigra

 .]














river blindness

 
/ˈrivər ˌblīn(d)nis/






noun




a tropical skin disease caused by a parasitic filarial worm, transmitted by the bite of blackflies (
Simulium damnosum

 ) that breed in fast-flowing rivers. The larvae of the parasite can migrate into the eye and cause blindness.

Also called onchocerciasis
 . [The worm is 
Onchocerca volvulus

 , class 
Phasmida

 .]













riverboat

 
/ˈrivərˌbōt/






noun




a boat with a shallow draft, designed for use on rivers.













river bottoms






plural noun




low-lying alluvial land along the banks of a river.













river dolphin






noun




a solitary dolphin with a long slender beak, a small dorsal fin, and very poor eyesight. It lives in rivers and coastal waters of South America, India, and China, using echolocation to find its prey.

[Family 
Platanistidae

 : four genera and species.]













riverfront

 
/ˈrivərˌfrənt/





I.
 
noun




the land or property along a river




•
 
a distinctive feature of Quebec's riverfront.














II.
 
adjective




located along a river




•
 
a lovely riverfront park.



















riverine

 
/ˈrivəˌrīn/






adjective






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 of, relating to, or situated on a river or riverbank; riparian




•
 
a riverine village.



















riverscape

 
/ˈrivərˌskāp/






noun



1.
 
a picturesque view or prospect of a river.




2.
 
a painting of a river or riverside scene.













riverside

 
/ˈrivərˌsīd/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the ground along a riverbank




•
 
dinner in one of the better riverside hotels.



















Riverside

 
/ˈrivərˌsīd/






a city in southern California, east of Los Angeles, located in the center of an orange-growing region; pop. 295,357 (est. 2008).









rivet

 
/ˈrivit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short metal pin or bolt for holding together two plates of metal, its headless end being beaten out or pressed down when in place.




2.
 
a device similar to a rivet for holding seams of clothing together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join or fasten (plates of metal or other material) with a rivet or rivets




•
 
the linings are bonded, not riveted, to the brake shoes for longer wear.










2.
 
hold (someone or something) fast so as to make them incapable of movement




•
 
the grip on her arm was firm enough to 
rivet her to the spot

 .










3.
 
attract and completely engross (someone)




•
 
he was riveted by the reports shown on television.










4.
 
direct (one's eyes or attention) intently




•
 
all eyes 
were riveted on

 him.














III.
 
derivatives





riveter

 
/ˈrividər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
river

 ‘fix, clinch,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





riveting

 
/ˈrividiNG/





I.
 
adjective




completely engrossing; compelling




•
 
the book is a riveting account of the legendary freedom fighter.














II.
 
derivatives





rivetingly






adverb





















riviera

 
/ˌrivēˈerə riˈvyərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a coastal region with a subtropical climate and vegetation.




2.
 
(
the Riviera

 )
 — a Mediterranean coastal region from Marseilles in France to La Spezia in Italy, noted for its beauty and climate, site of many resorts.

See also Côte d'Azur
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘seashore.’





Riviera Beach

 
/ˌrivēˌerə ˈbēCH/






a resort and industrial city in southeastern Florida, north of West Palm Beach; pop. 36,430 (est. 2008).









rivière

 
/ˌrivēˈer riˈvyer/





I.
 
noun




a necklace of gems that increase in size toward a large central stone, typically consisting of more than one string.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘river.’






Rivne

 
/ˈrivnə/






an industrial city in western Ukraine northeast of Lviv; pop. 249,000 (est. 2009).

Russian name Rovno
 .









rivulet

 
/ˈriv(y)ələt/





I.
 
noun




a very small stream




•
 
sweat ran in rivulets down his back.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
riveret

 (from French, literally ‘small river’), perhaps suggested by Italian 
rivoletto

 , diminutive of 
rivolo

 , based on Latin 
rivus

 ‘stream.’





rivulus

 
/ˈrivyələs/





I.
 
noun




a small tropical American fish of shallow fresh and brackish water. Often mistaken for a killifish or topminnow, the rivulus is distinguished by its tubular nostrils.

[Genus 
Rivulus

 , family 
Rivulidae

 : several species, many of which are spotted, in particular 
R. marmoratus

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘small stream.’





Riyadh

 
/rēˈyäd/






the capital of Saudi Arabia; pop. 4,465,000 (est. 2007). It is situated on a high plateau in the center of the country.










riyal

 
/rēˈôl rēˈäl/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Yemen, equal to 100 halala in Saudi Arabia, 100 dirhams in Qatar, and 100 fils in Yemen.











– origin

 via Persian from Arabic 
riyāl

 , from Spanish 
real

 ‘royal.’





RJ






abbreviation






[Military]

 road junction.













RKO





I.
 
a movie production and distribution company founded in 1928, which produced such classics such as 
King Kong

 (1933) and 
Citizen Kane

 (1941).







– origin

 abbreviation of 
Radio–Keith–Orpheum

 , from a merger of Radio Corporation of America (RCA) with the 
Keith

 and 
Orpheum

 theater chains.





RL






abbreviation



1.
 
rugby league.




2.
 
(in computer games, online contexts, etc.) real life; social interaction in the physical world




•
 
to my RL friends who read this: please don't take it personally.



















RLS






abbreviation




restless legs syndrome.













rly1







abbreviation






‹informal›

 really




•
 
I rly hope everyone is ok!




•
 
that's not rly the point




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the price is pretty reasonable and the food is rly good.



















rly2







abbreviation






(Brit.)

 railway.













rm






abbreviation




room.













RM






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the UK) Royal Mail.




2.
 
(in the UK) Royal Marines.













RMA






(in the UK) Royal Military Academy.









RMP






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Military Police.













r.m.s.






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 root mean square.













Rn






symbol




the chemical element radon.













RN

 
/ˌä ˈren/






abbreviation



1.
 
(chiefly in North America) Registered Nurse.




2.
 
(in the UK) Royal Navy
 .














RNA

 
/ˌä ˌren ˈā/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 ribonucleic acid, a nucleic acid present in all living cells. Its principal role is to act as a messenger carrying instructions from DNA for controlling the synthesis of proteins, although in some viruses RNA rather than DNA carries the genetic information.














RNase

 
/ärˈenˌās, -ˌāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that promotes the breakdown of RNA into oligonucleotides and smaller molecules.











– origin

 1950s: from RNA
 + -ase
 .





RNA virus






noun




a virus in which the genetic information is stored in the form of RNA (as opposed to DNA).













rnd.






abbreviation




round.













RNP






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 ribonucleoprotein.













RNZAF






abbreviation




Royal New Zealand Air Force.













RNZN






abbreviation




Royal New Zealand Navy.













ro.






abbreviation



1.
 
recto.




2.
 
roan.




3.
 
rood.













roach1


 
/rōCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a cockroach.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the butt of a marijuana cigarette.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: shortening of cockroach
 ; 
sense

 2 dates from the 1930s and may represent a different word.






roach2


 
/rōCH/





I.
 
noun




an edible Eurasian freshwater fish of the minnow family, popular with anglers. It can hybridize with related fishes, notably rudd and bream.

[
Rutilus rutilus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
roche

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





roach3


 
/rōCH/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 a curve, in or out, in the edge of a sail, especially in the leech of a fore-and-aft sail.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





roach clip






noun






‹informal›

 a clip for holding the butt of a marijuana cigarette.













roached

 
/rōCHt/






adjective



1.
 


(US)

 (especially of an animal's back) having an upward curve.




2.
 


(US)

 (of a person's hair) brushed upward or forward into a roll.




3.
 


(US)

 (of a horse's mane) clipped or trimmed short so that the hair stands on end.














road

 
/rōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wide way leading from one place to another, especially one with a specially prepared surface that vehicles can use.




2.
 
the part of a road intended for vehicles, especially in contrast to a shoulder or sidewalk.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 a regular trade route for a particular commodity




•
 
the Silk Road across Asia to the West.










4.
 


[Mining]

 an underground passage or gallery in a mine.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a railroad.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a railroad track, especially as clear (or otherwise) for a train to proceed




•
 
they waited for a clear road at Hellifield Junction.










7.
 
a series of events or a course of action that will lead to a particular outcome




•
 
he's well 
on the road to

 recovery.










8.
 
a particular course or direction taken or followed




•
 
the low road of apathy and alienation.










9.
 
(usu. 
roads

 )
 — (often in place names) another term for roadstead
 :




•
 
Boston Roads.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by road






in or on a road vehicle.









2.
 
down the road








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in the future.









3.
 
the end of the road






see end
 .









4.
 
hit the road






see hit
 .









5.
 
in the (or one's) road








‹informal›

 in someone's way.









6.
 
one for the road








‹informal›

 a final drink, especially an alcoholic one, before leaving for home.









7.
 
on the road





a.
 
on a long journey or series of journeys, especially as part of one's job as a sales representative or a performer.




b.
 
(of a person) without a permanent home and moving from place to place.




c.
 
(of a car) in use; able to be driven.




d.
 
(often 
on-the-road

 )
 — (of or with reference to the price of a motor vehicle) including the cost of license plates, tax, etc., so the vehicle is fully ready for use on public roads




•
 
we found on-the-road prices from 5,780 to 6,151 dollars.















8.
 
out of the (or one's) road








‹informal›

 out of someone's way.









9.
 
a road to nowhere






see nowhere
 .









10.
 
take to the road (or take the road)






set out on a journey or series of journeys.












III.
 
derivatives





roadless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rād

 ‘journey on horseback,’ ‘foray’; of Germanic origin; related to the verb ride
 .





road agent






noun






‹historical›

 a highwayman or bandit, especially along stagecoach routes in the western US.













roadbed

 
/ˈrōdbed/






noun



1.
 
the material laid down to form a road.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the part of a road on which vehicles travel.




3.
 
the foundation structure on which railroad tracks are laid.













road bike





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bicycle for use on paved roads as opposed to rough terrain or racing tracks, especially one designed for competitive cycling.




2.
 
a motorcycle that meets the legal requirements for use on ordinary roads.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
road biker






noun













2.
 
road biking






noun





















roadblock

 
/ˈrōdˌbläk/






noun



1.
 
a barrier or barricade on a road, especially one set up by the authorities to stop and examine traffic.




2.
 


(US)

 any hindrance




•
 
the biggest roadblock to solar power is its price tag.



















road hog






noun






‹informal›

 a motorist who drives recklessly or inconsiderately, making it difficult for others to proceed safely or at a normal speed.













roadholding

 
/ˈrōdˌhōldiNG/






noun




the ability of a vehicle to remain stable when moving, especially when cornering at high speeds.













roadhouse

 
/ˈrōdˌhous/






noun




a tavern, inn, or club on a country road.













roadie

 
/ˈrōdē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed by a touring band of musicians to set up and maintain equipment.




2.
 
a cyclist who rides a road bike or is fanatical about road biking




•
 
Peter's a roadie making his first foray into mountain biking.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work as a roadie for a band.













road kill






noun



1.
 
an animal (or animals, collectively) killed by a vehicle on a road.




2.
 


‹informal›

 someone or something no longer useful or desired




•
 
gee, thanks for making me feel like road kill.



















road manager

 
/rōd ˈmanijər ˈmanəjər/






noun




the organizer and supervisor of a musician's tour.













roadmap

 
/ˈrōdmap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
schedule as part of a lengthy or complex program




•
 
originally roadmapped for an early Q4 release, the next generation of the processor will ship in the last few days of the year.



















road map






noun



1.
 
a map, especially one designed for motorists, showing the roads of a city, state, or other area.




2.
 
a plan or strategy intended to achieve a particular goal




•
 
a road map for peace in the region.



















road movie

 
/rōd ˈmo͞ovē/






noun




a movie of a genre in which the main character is traveling, either in flight or on a journey of self-discovery.













road noise






noun




noise resulting from the movement of a vehicle's tires over the road surface.













road pricing






noun






(Brit.)

 the practice of charging motorists for the use of busy roads at certain times, especially to relieve congestion in urban areas.













road rage






noun




violent anger caused by the stress and frustration involved in driving a motor vehicle in difficult conditions.













roadroller

 
/ˈrōdˌrōlər/






noun




a motor vehicle with a heavy roller, used in roadmaking.













roadrunner

 
/ˈrōdˌrənər/





I.
 
noun




a slender fast-running bird of the cuckoo family, found chiefly in arid country from the southern US to Central America.

[Genus 
Geococcyx

 , family 
Cuculidae

 : two species, in particular the 
greater roadrunner

 (
G. californianus

 .]











– origin

 probably a calque from Spanish 
correcamino

 .





road show

 
roadshow






noun



1.
 
a touring show of performers, especially pop musicians.




2.
 
a touring political or promotional campaign.




3.
 
a radio or television program broadcast on location, especially each of a series done from different venues.













roadside

 
/ˈrōdˌsīd/






noun




the strip of land beside a road




•
 
trash left on the roadside




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
roadside cafes.



















road sign

 
/ˈrōd ˌsīn/






noun




a sign giving information or instructions to road users.














roadstead

 
/ˈrōdsted/





I.
 
noun




a sheltered stretch of water near the shore in which ships can ride at anchor.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from road
 + obsolete 
stead

 ‘a place.’





roadster

 
/ˈrōdstər/






noun



1.
 
an open-top automobile with two seats.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a horse for use on the road.













road test

 
/ˈrōd ˌtest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a test of the performance of a vehicle or engine on the road.




2.
 
a test of equipment carried out in working conditions




•
 
he hopes to present a road test of whiskeys and to debate the various aromas and tastes.










3.
 
a test of a person's competence in driving a motor vehicle that must be passed in order to get a driver's license.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
test (a vehicle or engine) on the road.




2.
 
try out (something) in working conditions for review or prior to purchase or release




•
 
we road-tested a new laptop computer.




















road to Damascus





I.
 
noun




used in reference to an important moment of insight, typically one that leads to a dramatic transformation of attitude or belief




•
 
this might be a wake-up call for the Prime Minister—his road to Damascus




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
her road to Damascus moment came when she was recovering from an operation in the mid-1980s.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: with reference to the account of St. Paul's conversion to Christianity while traveling to the city of Damascus (Acts 9).





Road Town






the capital of the British Virgin Islands, situated on the island of Tortola; pop. 9,300 (est. 2009).









road trip





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a journey made by car, bus, etc.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 in sports, a series of games played away from home.








II.
 
verb




(
road-trip

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 make a journey by car, bus, etc.




•
 
they road-tripped from New Jersey to Hollywood.














III.
 
derivatives





road-tripper






noun





















road warrior






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who travels, often as part of their job, and does work at the same time.













roadway

 
/ˈrōdˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a road.




2.
 
the part of a road intended for vehicles, in contrast to a sidewalk or median.




3.
 
the part of a bridge or railroad used by traffic.













roadwork

 
/ˈrōdwərk/






noun



1.
 
work done in building or repairing roads.




2.
 
athletic exercise or training involving running on roads.




3.
 
time spent traveling while working or on tour.













roadworthy

 
/ˈrōdˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a motor vehicle or bicycle) fit to be used on the road.








II.
 
derivatives





roadworthiness

 
/ˈrōdˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















roam

 
/rōm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move about or travel aimlessly or unsystematically, especially over a wide area




•
 
tigers once 
roamed over

 most of Asia




•
 (as 
adj.

 
roaming

 )
 
roaming elephants.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel unsystematically over, through, or around (a place)




•
 
gangs of youths roamed the streets unopposed.










3.
 
(of a person's eyes or hands) pass lightly over something without stopping




•
 
her eyes roamed over the chattering women




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he let his eyes roam her face.










4.
 
(of a person's mind or thoughts) drift along without dwelling on anything in particular




•
 
he let his mind roam as he walked.










5.
 
(often as 
noun

 
roaming

 )
 — use a mobile phone on another operator's network, typically while abroad




•
 
packages in which you pay a slightly higher fee when roaming on other networks.




•
 
Orange now allows Pay As You Go mobile phone customers to roam in the US.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an aimless walk.








III.
 
derivatives





roamer

 
/ˈrōmər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





roan1


 
/rōn/





I.
 
adjective




denoting an animal, especially a horse or cow, having a coat of a main color thickly interspersed with hairs of another color, typically bay, chestnut, or black mixed with white.








II.
 
noun




an animal with a roan coat




•
 
the roan on the right is a stallion.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, of unknown origin.





roan2


 
/rōn/





I.
 
noun




soft flexible leather made from sheepskin, used in bookbinding as an inexpensive substitute for morocco.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from 
Roan

 , the old name of the French town of Rouen
 .





roan antelope






noun




an African antelope with black-and-white facial markings, a mane of stiff hair, and large backwardly curving horns.

[
Hippotragus equinus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]













Roanoke

 
/ˈrōəˌnōk/






an industrial city in west central Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley; pop. 92,967 (est. 2008).









Roanoke Island






an island in eastern North Carolina, east of Croatan Sound, inside the Outer Banks, site of the first English settlement in America—the “Lost Colony”—that was established in 1585 and had mysteriously disappeared by 1591.









Roanoke River






a river that flows for 410 miles (660 km) from southwestern Virginia across North Carolina to Albemarle Sound.










roar

 
/rôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a full, deep, prolonged cry uttered by a lion or other large wild animal.




2.
 
a loud and deep sound uttered by a person or crowd, generally as an expression of pain, anger, or approval




•
 
he gave a roar of rage.










3.
 
a loud outburst of laughter.




4.
 
a loud, prolonged sound made by something inanimate, such as a natural force, an engine, or traffic




•
 
the roar of the sea.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a lion or other large wild animal) utter a full, deep, prolonged cry.




2.
 
(of something inanimate) make a loud, deep, prolonged sound




•
 
a huge fire roared in the grate.










3.
 
(of a person or crowd) utter a loud, deep, prolonged sound, typically because of anger, pain, or excitement




•
 
Manny roared with rage.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter or express in a loud tone




•
 
the crowd roared its approval




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Get out of my way!” he roared.










5.
 
laugh loudly




•
 
Shirley roared in amusement.










6.
 
(of a horse) make a loud noise in breathing as a symptom of disease of the larynx.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a vehicle) move at high speed making a loud prolonged sound




•
 
a car roared past.










8.
 
proceed, act, or happen fast and decisively or conspicuously




•
 
the Clippers came roaring back to outscore the Nets.














III.
 
derivatives





roarer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rārian

 (verb), imitative of a deep prolonged cry; related to German 
röhren

 . The noun dates from late Middle English.





roaring

 
/ˈrôriNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
making or uttering a loud, deep, or harsh prolonged sound




•
 
he was greeted everywhere with roaring crowds




•
 
a swollen, roaring river.










2.
 
(of a fire) burning fiercely and noisily.




3.
 
(of a period of time) characterized by optimism, buoyancy, or excitement




•
 
the roaring twenties.










4.
 
(of business) lively; brisk




•
 
cafes that do a roaring trade.










5.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 behaving or living in a noisy riotous manner.




6.
 


‹informal›

 obviously or unequivocally the thing mentioned (used for emphasis)




•
 
the final week of 
Hamlet

 was a 
roaring success






•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
two roaring drunk firemen.














II.
 
derivatives





roaringly






adverb





















roast

 
/rōst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook (food, especially meat) by prolonged exposure to heat in an oven or over a fire




•
 
she was going to roast a leg of lamb for Sunday dinner




•
 (as 
adj.

 
roasted

 )
 
roasted chestnuts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) be cooked by roasting




•
 
she checked the meat roasting in the oven.










3.
 
process (a foodstuff, metal ore, etc.) by subjecting it to intense heat




•
 
coffee beans are roasted and ground.










4.
 
make or become very warm, especially by exposure to the heat of the sun or a fire


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the fire was hot enough to roast anyone who stood close to it




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Jessica could feel her face begin to roast.










5.
 
criticize or reprimand severely




•
 
if you waste his time he'll roast you.










6.
 
offer a mocking tribute to (someone) at a roast.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of food) having been cooked in an oven or over an open fire




•
 
a plate of cold roast beef.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a cut of meat that has been roasted or that is intended for roasting




•
 
carving the Sunday roast.










2.
 
the process of roasting something, especially coffee, or the result of this.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a particular type of roasted coffee




•
 
continental roasts.










4.
 
an outdoor party at which meat, especially of a particular type, is roasted




•
 
Harold put on a terrific pig roast.










5.
 
a banquet to honor a person at which the honoree is subjected to good-natured ridicule.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rostir

 , of West Germanic origin.





roaster

 
/ˈrōstər/






noun



1.
 
a container, oven, furnace, or apparatus for roasting something.




2.
 
a foodstuff that is particularly suitable for roasting, especially a chicken.




3.
 
a person or company that processes coffee beans.













roastery

 
/ˈrōstərē/






noun




a place where coffee beans are roasted and processed




•
 
he built Hawaii's state-of-the-art roastery to showcase the best Kona coffee in the world.



















roasting

 
/ˈrōstiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of cooking something in an oven or over an open fire.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a severe criticism or reprimand




•
 
I was in for a roasting at the next meeting.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very hot and dry




•
 
a roasting day in Miami.




















rob

 
/räb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take property unlawfully from (a person or place) by force or threat of force




•
 
he tried, with three others, to rob a bank




•
 
she was 
robbed of

 her handbag




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was convicted of assault with intent to rob.










2.
 
(usu. 
be robbed

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 overcharge (someone) for something




•
 
Bob thinks my suit cost $100, and even then he thinks I was robbed.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 steal




•
 
he accused her of robbing the cream out of his chocolate eclair.










4.
 
deprive (someone or something) of something needed, deserved, or significant




•
 
poor health has 
robbed

 her 
of

 a normal social life.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
rob Peter to pay Paul






take something away from one person to pay another, leaving the former at a disadvantage; discharge one debt only to incur another.

[probably with reference to the apostles 
Peter

 and 
Paul

 ; the allusion is uncertain, the phrase often showing variations such as ‘unclothe Peter and clothe Paul,’ ‘borrow from Peter …,’ etc.]









2.
 
rob someone blind






see blind
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rober

 , of Germanic origin; related to the verb reave
 .





Robards, Jason

 
/ˈrōˌbärdz/






(1922–2000), US actor; full name 
Jason Nelson Robards, Jr.

 Notable movies: 
Long Day's Journey into Night

 (1962), 
A Thousand Clowns

 (1965), 
All The President's Men

 (1976), 
Julia

 (1977), 
Philadelphia

 (1993), and 
A Thousand Acres

 (1997).









Robbe-Grillet, Alain

 
/ˌrôb ɡrēˈyā/






(1922–2008), French novelist. His first novel 
The Erasers

 (1953) was an early example of the 
nouveau roman

 . He also wrote essays and screenplays.









robber

 
/ˈräbər/





I.
 
noun




a person who commits robbery.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
robere

 , from the verb 
rober

 (see rob
 ).





robber baron





I.
 
noun




a person who has become rich through ruthless and unscrupulous business practices (originally with reference to prominent US businessmen in the late 19th century)




•
 
both political parties served the interests of the corporate robber barons




•
 
robber barons paid their employees bare subsistence wages.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: originally denoting a feudal lord who engaged in plundering.






robber crab






noun




another term for coconut crab
 .













robber fly

 
/ˈräbər flī/






noun




a large powerful predatory fly that darts out and grabs insect prey on the wing.

[Family 
Asilidae

 : many genera.]













robbery

 
/ˈräb(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of robbing a person or place




•
 
he was involved in drugs, violence, extortion, and robbery




•
 
an armed robbery.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unashamed swindling or overcharging.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
roberie

 , from the verb 
rober

 (see rob
 ).





Robbins, Harold

 
/ˈräbənz/






(1916–97), US novelist. Notable works: 
The Dream Merchants

 (1949), 
The Carpetbaggers

 (1961), 
The Betsy

 (1971), and 
Tycoon

 (1997).









Robbins, Jerome






(1918–98), US ballet dancer and choreographer. He choreographed a number of successful musicals, including 
The King and I

 (1951), 
West Side Story

 (1957), and 
Fiddler on the Roof

 (1964).










robe

 
/rōb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, loose outer garment.




2.
 
(often 
robes

 )
 — a long, loose garment worn on formal or ceremonial occasions as an indication of the wearer's office or profession.




3.
 
a dressing gown or bathrobe.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a small blanket; lap robe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
robed

 )


1.
 
clothe in a long, loose outer garment




•
 
a circle of robed figures




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a white-robed Bedouin.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — put on robes, especially for a formal or ceremonial occasion




•
 
I went into the vestry and robed for the Mass.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from the Germanic base (in the sense ‘booty’) of rob
 (because clothing was an important component of booty).






Robert

 
/ˈräbərt/





I.
 
the name of three kings of Scotland.




II.
 


Robert I

 (1274–1329), reigned 1306–29; known as 
Robert the Bruce

 . He campaigned against Edward I, and defeated Edward II at Bannockburn in 1314. He re-established Scotland as a separate kingdom, negotiating the Treaty of Northampton in 1328.




III.
 


Robert II

 (1316–90), grandson of Robert the Bruce; reigned 1371–90. He was steward of Scotland from 1326 to 1371 and the first of the Stuart line.




IV.
 


Robert III

 (
c.

 1337–1406), son of Robert II; reigned 1390–1406; born 
John

 . An accident rendered him physically disabled, resulting in a power struggle among members of his family.









Roberts, John






(1955–), US Supreme Court chief justice since 2005; full name 
John Glover Roberts, Jr.

 He was appointed by President George W. Bush.









Roberts, Julia

 
/ˈräbərts/






(1967–), US actress. Notable movies: 
Mystic Pizza

 (1988), 
Steel Magnolias

 (1989), 
Pretty Woman

 (1990), 
Notting Hill

 (1999), 
Erin Brockovich

 (2000), and 
Charlie Wilson's War

 (2007).









Roberts, Owen Josephus






(1875–1955), US Supreme Court associate justice 1930–45. Appointed to the Court by President Hoover, he usually voted independently although he leaned toward conservatism in many of his decisions. He had earlier been a prosecutor (1924) during the Teapot Dome scandal.









Robertson, Oscar

 
/ˈräbərtsən/






(1938–), US basketball player; full name 
Oscar Palmer Robertson

 . A guard, he led the 1960 US Olympic team to a gold medal and then played professionally for the Cincinnati Royals 1960–70 and the Milwaukee Bucks 1970–74. Basketball Hall of Fame (1980).









Robertsonian

 
/ˌräbərtˈsōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Genetics]

 denoting a chromosome with a central centromere formed from two chromosomes having noncentral centromeres.




2.
 


[Genetics]

 (of a karyotypic change or translocation) brought about by this process.











– origin

 1950s: from the name of William R. B. 
Robertson

 (1881–1941), American biologist, + -ian
 .





Robeson, Paul

 
/ˈrōb(ə)sən/






(1898–1976), US singer and actor; full name 
Paul Bustill Robeson

 . The song 
“Ol' Man River”

 in the musical 
Showboat

 (1927) established his international reputation. As an actor, he was particularly identified with the title role of 
Othello

 . His black activism and communist sympathies led to ostracism in the 1950s.









Robespierre, Maximilien de

 
/ˈrōbzˌpi(ə)r, -ˌpye(ə)r/






(1758–94), French revolutionary; full name 
Maximilien François Marie Isidore de Robespierre

 . As leader of the radical Jacobins in the National Assembly, he backed the execution of Louis XVI, implemented a purge of the Girondists, and initiated the Terror. The following year, however, he fell from favor and was guillotined.









robin

 
/ˈräbən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large New World thrush that typically has a reddish breast.

[genus 
Turdus

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 , in particular the 
American robin

 (
T. migratorius

 ).]




2.
 
any of a number of other birds that resemble the American robin, especially in having a red breast, in particular




3.
 
a small Old World thrush related to the chats, typically having a brown back with red on the breast or other colorful markings.

[
Erithacus

 and other genera, subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : numerous species, in particular the 
European robin

 (
E. rubecula

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, nickname for the given name 
Robert

 .






Robin Goodfellow

 
/ˌräbən ˈɡo͝odfelō/






a mischievous sprite or goblin formerly believed to haunt the English countryside.

Also called puck
 2
 .









robing room

 
/rōbiNG ro͞om ro͝om/






noun




a room where holders of ceremonial office put on official robes.













Robin Hood

 
/ˈräbən ˌho͝od/





I.
 
a semilegendary English medieval outlaw, reputed to have robbed the rich and helped the poor. Although he is generally associated with Sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire, it seems likely that the real Robin Hood operated in Yorkshire in the early 13th century.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Robin Hood

 )
 — a person considered to be taking from the wealthy and giving to the poor.









robin redbreast






noun






‹informal›

 a robin.













robin's-egg

 
robin's-egg blue
 , robin-egg






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a greenish-blue color.













Robinson, Edward G.

 
/ˈräbənsən/






(1893–1972), US actor, born in Romania; born 
Emanuel Goldenberg

 . He appeared in a number of gangster movies in the 1930s, beginning with 
Little Caesar

 (1930). He later played the father in Arthur Miller's 
All My Sons

 (1948).









Robinson, Edwin Arlington

 
/ˈräbinsən/






(1869–1935), US poet. His verse was largely unnoticed until 1905 when President Theodore Roosevelt praised his dramatic, often ironic, works, such as 
“Richard Cory”

 (1897). His later works include 
“Miniver Cheevy”

 (1910) and 
“Tristram”

 (1927).









Robinson, Jackie






(1919–72), US baseball player; full name 
Jack Roosevelt Robinson

 . Joining the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947, he became the first modern-era black player in the major leagues (baseball was briefly desegregated in the 1880s). In 1949, he led the National League with a .342 batting average and was named the league's Most Valuable Player. He retired in 1957. Baseball Hall of Fame (1962).









Robinson, Mary






(1944–), Irish stateswoman; president 1990–1997; full name 
Mary Terese Winifred Robinson

 . She was Ireland's first woman president, noted for her platform of religious toleration and her liberal attitude, and served as the UN high commissioner for human rights 1997–2002.









Robinson, Smokey






(1940–), US soul singer and songwriter; born 
William Robinson

 . He is known for a series of successes, such as 
“Tracks of My Tears”

 (1965) and 
“Tears of a Clown”

 (1970), with his group the Miracles.









Robinson, Sugar Ray






(1920–89), US boxer; born 
Walker Smith

 . He was world welterweight champion from 1946 to 1951 and seven times the middleweight champion.









Robinson Crusoe

 
/ˌräbənsən ˈkro͞osō/






the title hero of Daniel Defoe's 1719 novel; he survives a shipwreck and lives on a desert island.









robocall

 
/ˈrōbōˌkôl/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an automated telephone call that delivers a recorded message, typically on behalf of a political party or telemarketing company.











– origin

 1990s: blend of robot
 and call
 .





roborant

 
/ˈräb(ə)rənt ˈrōb(ə)rənt /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a medicine) having a strengthening effect.








II.
 
noun




a roborant medicine.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
roborant-

 ‘strengthening,’ from the verb 
roborare

 , from 
robur

 , 
robor-

 ‘strength.’






robot

 
/ˈrōˌbät ˈrōbət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a machine capable of carrying out a complex series of actions automatically, especially one programmable by a computer.




2.
 
(especially in science fiction) a machine resembling a human being and able to replicate certain human movements and functions automatically.




3.
 
used to refer to a person who behaves in a mechanical or unemotional manner




•
 
public servants are not expected to be mindless robots.

















– origin

 from Czech, from 
robota

 ‘forced labor.’ The term was coined in K. Čapek's play 
R.U.R.

 ‘Rossum's Universal Robots’ (1920).





robotic

 
/rōˈbädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to robots




•
 
a robotic device for performing surgery.










2.
 
(of a person) mechanical, stiff, or unemotional.








II.
 
derivatives





robotically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















robotics

 
/rōˈbädiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of technology that deals with the design, construction, operation, and application of robots.








II.
 
derivatives





roboticist

 
/-ˈbätəsist /






noun





















robotize

 
/ˈrōbəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
robotized

 )


1.
 
convert (a production system, factory, etc.) to operation by robots.








II.
 
derivatives





robotization

 
/ˌrōbədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌrōbəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Rob Roy1


 
/ˌräb ˈroi/






(1671–1734), Scottish outlaw; born 
Robert Macgregor

 . His reputation as a Robin Hood was exaggerated in Sir Walter Scott's novel of the same name (1817).









Rob Roy2


 
/ˌräb ˈroi/






noun




a cocktail made of Scotch whisky and vermouth.













robust

 
/rōˈbəst ˈrōˌbəst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strong and healthy; vigorous




•
 
the Caplans are a robust, healthy lot.










2.
 
(of an object) sturdy in construction




•
 
a robust metal cabinet.










3.
 
(of a process, system, organization, etc.) able to withstand or overcome adverse conditions




•
 
California's robust property market.










4.
 
uncompromising and forceful




•
 
the country's decision to bow to UN pressure was preceded by a robust defense of its policies




•
 
he took quite a robust view of my case.










5.
 
(of wine or food) strong and rich in flavor or smell.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
robustus

 ‘firm and hard,’ from 
robus

 , earlier form of 
robur

 ‘oak, strength.’






robusta

 
/rōˈbəstə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
coffee or coffee beans from a widely grown kind of coffee plant. Beans of this variety are often used in the manufacture of instant coffee.




2.
 
the tropical West African bush of the bedstraw family that produces these beans.

[
Coffea canephora

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of Latin 
robustus

 ‘robust.’





robustly

 
/rōˈbəstlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a determined and forceful way




•
 
the company would robustly defend itself against accusations.










2.
 
in a sturdy and strong way




•
 
the panels are robustly made concrete slabs.



















robustness

 
/rōˈbəstnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being strong and in good condition




•
 
the overall robustness of national and international financial systems.










2.
 
the ability to withstand or overcome adverse conditions or rigorous testing




•
 
we can examine the robustness of our results.




















roc

 
/räk/





I.
 
noun




a gigantic mythological bird described in the Arabian Nights.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: ultimately from Persian 
ruḵ

 .





ROC






abbreviation






‹historical›

 (in the UK) Royal Observer Corps.














rocaille

 
/rōˈkī, rä-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an 18th-century artistic or architectural style of decoration characterized by elaborate ornamentation with pebbles and shells, typical of grottos and fountains.




2.
 
(
rocailles

 )
 — tiny beads.











– origin

 French, from 
roc

 ‘rock.’





rocambole

 
/ˈräkəmˌbōl/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant that is closely related to garlic and is sometimes used as a flavoring.

[
Allium scorodoprasum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from German 
Rockenbolle

 .





ROCE






abbreviation






[Finance]

 return on capital employed.













Roche, Kevin

 
/rōSH/






(1922–), US architect; born in Ireland; full name 
Eamonn Kevin Roche

 . From 1950 until 1961, he worked with architect Eero Saarinen. After forming his own architectural firm in 1961 with partner John Dinkeloo (1918–81), his projects included the design of the Oakland Museum in California 1961–68 and the United Nations Plaza in New York City 1969–75.










Roche limit

 
/rōSH, rôSH /

 
Roche's limit





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 the closest distance from the center of a planet that a satellite can approach without being pulled apart by the planet's gravitational field.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Edouard Albert 
Roche

 (1820–83), French mathematician.





Roche lobe





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 either of two lobes that form an hourglass-shaped volume of space around a binary star system.











– origin

 1960s: named after E. A. 
Roche

 (see Roche limit
 ).





roche moutonnée

 
/ˈrōSH ˌmo͞otnˈā, rôSH/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a small bare outcrop of rock shaped by glacial erosion, with one side smooth and gently sloping and the other steep, rough, and irregular.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘fleecy rock.’





Rochester

 
/ˈräCHəstər, ˈräˌCHes-/





I.
 
an industrial city in southeastern Minnesota, home to the Mayo Clinic that was established in 1889; pop. 100,413 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southeastern New Hampshire, northwest of Dover; pop. 30,654 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northwestern New York, on Lake Ontario; pop. 206,886 (est. 2008).









Rochester Hills

 
/ˌräCHestər ˈhilz/






a residential and industrial city in southeastern Michigan, northeast of Pontiac; pop. 69,014 (est. 2008).









rochet

 
/ˈräCHət/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Church]

 a vestment resembling a surplice, used chiefly by bishops and abbots.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, a diminutive from a Germanic base shared by German 
Rock

 ‘coat.’





rock1


 
/räk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the solid mineral material forming part of the surface of the earth and other similar planets, exposed on the surface or underlying the soil or oceans.




2.
 
a mass of rock projecting above the earth's surface or out of the sea




•
 
there are dangerous rocks around the island.










3.
 


[Geology]

 any natural material, hard or soft (e.g., clay), having a distinctive mineral composition.




4.
 
(
the Rock

 )
 — Gibraltar.




5.
 
(
the Rock

 )
 — informal name for Newfoundland
 1
 .




6.
 
a large piece of rock that has become detached from a cliff or mountain; a boulder




•
 
the stream flowed through a jumble of rocks.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stone of any size, especially one small enough to be picked up and used as a projectile.




8.
 


(Brit.)

 a kind of hard confectionery in the form of cylindrical peppermint-flavored sticks.




9.
 


‹informal›

 a precious stone, especially a diamond.




10.
 


‹informal›

 a small piece of crack cocaine.




11.
 
(
rocks

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 testicles.




12.
 
used in similes and metaphors to refer to someone or something that is extremely strong, reliable, or hard




•
 
imagining himself as the last rock of civilization being swept over by a wave of barbarism.










13.
 
(usu. 
rocks

 )
 — (especially with allusion to shipwrecks) a source of danger or destruction




•
 
the new system is 
heading for the rocks

 .










14.
 
(
rocks

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 money.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
between a rock and a hard place








‹informal›

 in a situation where one is faced with two equally difficult alternatives.









2.
 
get one's rocks off





a.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 have an orgasm.




b.
 
obtain pleasure or satisfaction.









3.
 
on the rocks

 

‹informal›






a.
 
(of a relationship or enterprise) experiencing difficulties and likely to fail.




b.
 
(of a drink) served undiluted and with ice cubes.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rockless






adjective













2.
 
rocklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rocque

 , from medieval Latin 
rocca

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






rock2


 
/räk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move gently to and fro or from side to side


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she rocked the baby in her arms




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the vase rocked back and forth on its base




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rocking

 )
 
the rocking movement of the boat.










2.
 
(with reference to a building or region) shake or cause to shake or vibrate, especially because of an impact, earthquake, or explosion


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
another blast rocked the ship and threw him from his chair




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the building began to rock on its foundations.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause great shock or distress to (someone or something), especially so as to weaken or destabilize them or it




•
 
diplomatic upheavals that rocked the British Empire.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 dance to or play rock music.




5.
 
(of a place) have an atmosphere of excitement or much social activity




•
 
the new town really rocks




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rocking

 )
 
a rocking resort.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 wear (a garment) or affect (an attitude or style), especially in a confident or flamboyant way




•
 
she was rocking a clingy little leopard-skin number.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
rock music


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rock star.










2.
 
rock and roll.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a gentle movement to and fro or from side to side




•
 
she placed the baby in the cradle and gave it a rock.














III.
 
phrases





rock the boat






see boat
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





rock out








‹informal›

 perform rock music loudly and vigorously.















– origin

 late Old English 
roccian

 , probably from a Germanic base meaning ‘remove, move’; related to Dutch 
rukken

 ‘jerk, tug’ and German 
rücken

 ‘move.’ The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





rockabilly

 
/ˈräkəˌbilē/





I.
 
noun




a type of popular music, originating in the southeastern US in the 1950s, combining elements of rock and roll and country music.











– origin

 1950s: blend of rock and roll
 and hillbilly
 .






rock and roll

 
/ˈˌräk ən ˈrōl /

 
rock 'n' roll





I.
 
noun




a type of popular dance music originating in the 1950s, characterized by a heavy beat and simple melodies. Rock and roll was an amalgam of black rhythm and blues and white country music, usually based on a twelve-bar structure and an instrumentation of guitar, bass, and drums.








II.
 
derivatives





rock and roller

 
/ˈˌräk ən ˈrōlər /






noun





















rock band

 
rock group






noun




a number of musicians who play rock music together




•
 
he plays electric guitar in a rock band.



















rock bass

 
/ˈräk ˌbas/






noun




a red-eyed North American freshwater fish of the sunfish family, found chiefly in rocky streams.

Also called red-eye
 . [
Ambloplites rupestris

 , family 
Centrarchidae

 .]













rock-bottom

 
/ˈˌräk ˈbädəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
at the lowest possible level




•
 
rock-bottom prices.










2.
 
fundamental




•
 
a pure, rock-bottom kind of realism.














II.
 
noun




the lowest possible level




•
 
morale is 
at rock bottom






•
 
their relationship 
hit rock bottom

 .



















rock-bound

 
/ˈräkˌbound/






adjective




(of a coast or shore) rocky and inaccessible.













rockburst

 
/ˈräkbərst/






noun






[Mining]

 a sudden, violent rupture or collapse of highly stressed rock in a mine.













rock cake






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a small currant cake with a hard rough surface.













rock candy

 
/räk ˈkandē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 sugar crystallized in large masses onto a string or stick, eaten as candy.













rock chick






noun






‹informal›

 a woman who performs, likes, or dresses in a style associated with rock music




•
 
she likes to dress like a rock chick.



















rock climbing

 
/räk klīmiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or pastime of climbing rock faces, especially with the aid of ropes and special equipment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rock climb






noun













2.
 
rock climber






noun





















rock cod






noun




any of a number of marine fishes that frequent rocky habitats, especially in Australian waters.

[Several species, chiefly in the families 
Scorpaenidae

 and 
Serranidae

 .]














Rock Cornish

 
Rock Cornish hen
 , Rock Cornish game hen






noun




a stocky chicken of a breed that is kept for its meat.














rock cress






noun




another term for arabis
 .













rock crystal

 
/ˈräk ˈˌkristl/






noun




transparent quartz, typically in the form of colorless hexagonal crystals.













rock cycle






noun






[Geology]

 an idealized cycle of processes undergone by rocks in the earth's crust, involving igneous intrusion, uplift, erosion, transportation, deposition as sedimentary rock, metamorphism, remelting, and further igneous intrusion.














rock dove

 
/räk dōv/






noun




a mainly gray Old World pigeon that frequents coastal and inland cliffs. It is the ancestor of domestic and feral pigeons.

[
Columba livia

 , family 
Columbidae

 .]













Rockefeller, John D.1


 
/ˈräkəˌfelər/






(1839–1937), US industrialist and philanthropist; full name 
John Davison Rockefeller

 . He founded the Standard Oil Company in 1870 and, by 1880, exercised a virtual monopoly over oil refining in the US. Both he and his son, 
John D. Rockefeller Jr.

 (1874–1960), established many philanthropic institutions, including the Rockefeller Foundation in 1913. Rockefeller Center in New York City was built in the 1930s.









Rockefeller, John D.2







IV (1937–), US politician; full name 
John Davison Rockefeller IV

 ; known as 
Jay

 . A Democrat, he was governor of West Virginia 1976–84 and a US senator from 1985. He is the great-grandson of John D. Rockefeller and the nephew of Nelson Rockefeller.









Rockefeller, Nelson Aldrich






(1908–79), US statesman. A moderate Republican, he served as governor of New York 1959–73 and vice president of the US 1974–77. He was the son of John D. Rockefeller, Jr.









Rockefeller Center

 
/ˈräkəfelər ˌsen(t)ər/






a business building complex in midtown Manhattan in New York City, home to Radio City Music Hall.









rocker

 
/ˈräkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who performs, dances to, or enjoys rock music, especially of a particular type




•
 
a punk rocker.










2.
 
a rock song.




3.
 
a thing that rocks, in particular




4.
 
a rocking chair.




5.
 
a rocking device forming part of a mechanism, especially one for controlling the positions of brushes in a generator.




6.
 
a curved bar or similar support on which something such as a chair or cradle can rock.




7.
 
the amount of curvature in the longitudinal contour of a boat or surfboard.




8.
 
any of the curved stripes below the chevron of a noncommissioned officer above the rank of sergeant.




9.
 
the curved strip above the chevron of a chief petty officer.








II.
 
phrases





off one's rocker








‹informal›

 insane.

















rocker arm

 
/ˈräkər ärm/






noun




a rocking lever in an engine, especially one in an internal combustion engine that serves to work a valve and is operated by a pushrod from the camshaft.













rocker panel

 
/ˈräkər ˈpanl/






noun




(in a motor vehicle) a panel forming part of the bodywork below the level of the passenger door.













rocker switch






noun




an electrical on/off switch incorporating a spring-loaded rocker.













rockery

 
/ˈräkərē/






noun




a heaped arrangement of rough stones with soil between them, planted with rock plants, especially alpines.













rocket1


 
/ˈräkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylindrical projectile that can be propelled to a great height or distance by the combustion of its contents, used typically as a firework or signal.




2.
 
(also 
rocket engine

 or 
rocket motor

 )
 — an engine that operates by the combustion of its contents, providing thrust as in a jet engine but without depending on the intake of air for combustion.




3.
 
an elongated rocket-propelled missile or spacecraft.




4.
 
used, especially in similes and comparisons, to refer to a person or thing that moves very fast or to an action that is done with great force




•
 
she shot out of her chair like a rocket.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an amount, price, etc.) increase very rapidly and suddenly




•
 
sales of milk in supermarkets are rocketing




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rocketing

 )
 
rocketing prices.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move or progress very rapidly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the cab rocketed down a ramp




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she showed the kind of form that rocketed her to the semifinals last year.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attack with rocket-propelled missiles




•
 
the city was rocketed and bombed from the air.














III.
 
derivatives





rocketlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
roquette

 , from Italian 
rocchetto

 , diminutive of 
rocca

 ‘distaff (for spinning),’ with reference to its cylindrical shape.






rocket2


 
/ˈräkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible Mediterranean plant of the cabbage family, sometimes eaten in salads.

See also arugula
 . [
Eruca vesicaria

 subsp. 
sativa

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other fast-growing plants, e.g., 
sweet rocket

 .











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
roquette

 , from Italian 
ruchetta

 , diminutive of 
ruca

 , from Latin 
eruca

 ‘downy-stemmed plant.’





rocketeer

 
/ˌräkəˈtir/






noun




a person who works with space rockets; a rocket enthusiast.













rocketry

 
/ˈräkətrē/






noun



1.
 
the branch of science that deals with rockets and rocket propulsion.




2.
 
the use of rockets.













rocket scientist






noun



1.
 
a specialist in rocketry.




2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an extremely intelligent person




•
 
he's a nice kid—maybe not a rocket scientist, but he should come out okay.



















rock face

 
/ˈräk ˌfās/






noun




a bare vertical surface of natural rock.













rockfall

 
/ˈräkˌfôl /

 
rock fall






noun



1.
 
a descent of loose rocks.




2.
 
a mass of fallen rock.













rockfish

 
/ˈräkˌfiSH/






noun




a marine fish of the scorpionfish family with a laterally compressed body. It is generally a bottom-dweller in rocky areas and is frequently of sporting or commercial value.

[Genus 
Sebastes

 , family 
Scorpaenidae

 : numerous species.]













rock flour






noun




finely powdered rock formed by glacial or other erosion.













Rockford

 
/ˈräkfərd/






an industrial city in north central Illinois, on the Rock River; pop. 157,272 (est. 2008).









rock garden

 
/ˈräk ˌɡärdn/






noun



1.
 
an artificial mound or bank built of earth and stones and planted with rock plants.




2.
 
a garden in which rockeries are the chief feature.













Rock Hill






an industrial city in northern South Carolina; pop. 67,339 (est. 2008).









rockhopper

 
/ˈräkhäpər /

 
rockhopper penguin






noun




a small penguin with a yellowish crest, breeding on subantarctic coastal cliffs that it ascends by hopping from rock to rock.

[
Eudyptes chrysocome

 , family 
Spheniscidae

 .]













rockhound

 
/ˈräkhound/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a geologist or amateur collector of mineral specimens.








II.
 
derivatives





rockhounding






noun





















rock hyrax






noun




an African hyrax that lives on rocky outcrops and cliffs and feeds mainly on grass.

Also called dassie
 . [Genus 
Procavia

 (and 
Heterohyrax

 ), family 
Procaviidae

 : several species.]













Rockies

 
/ˈräkēz/






another name for the Rocky Mountains
 .









rocking chair

 
/ˈräkiNG ˌCHe(ə)r/






noun




a chair mounted on rockers or springs, so as to rock back and forth.













rocking horse

 
/ˈräkiNG ˌhôrs/






noun




a model of a horse mounted on rockers or springs for a child to sit on and rock back and forth.













Rock Island






an industrial city in northwestern Illinois, on the Mississippi River, one of the Quad Cities; pop. 38,139 (est. 2008).









rock jock






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a mountaineer.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a disc jockey who plays rock music.













Rockland County

 
/ˌräklənd ˈkoun(t)ē/






a largely suburban county in southeastern New York, on the western side of the Hudson River and the New Jersey border; pop. 298,545 (est. 2008).









rockling

 
/ˈräkliNG/






noun




a slender marine fish of the cod family, typically occurring in shallow water or tidal pools.

[Genera 
Ciliata

 and 
Rhinomenus

 , family 
Gadidae

 : several species.]













rock lizard






noun




a small climbing lizard living in mountains and arid rocky habitats, in particular

[● a North American lizard (
Streptosaurus mearnsi

 , family 
Iguanidae

 ). ● a European and African lizard (genus 
Lacerta

 , family 
Lacertidae

 , including 
L. saxicola

 ).]













rock lobster

 
/räk ˈläbstər/






noun




another term for spiny lobster
 .














rock maple






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for sugar maple
 .













rock music






noun



1.
 
a form of popular music that evolved from rock and roll and pop music during the mid- and late 1960s. Harsher and often self-consciously more serious than its predecessors, it was initially characterized by musical experimentation and drug-related or anti-Establishment lyrics.




2.
 
another term for rock and roll
 .













Rockne, Knute

 
/ˈräknē/






(1888–1931), US college football coach; born in Norway; full name 
Knute Kenneth Rockne

 . He coached Notre Dame 1918–31 to six national titles and achieved a winning percentage of .881. He was killed in a plane crash in Kansas.









rock pigeon






noun




another term for rock dove
 .













rock plant

 
/ˈräk ˌplant/






noun




a plant that grows on or among rocks.













rock pool

 
/ˈräk ˌpo͞ol/






noun




a pool of water among rocks, typically along a shoreline.













rock python






noun




a large dark-skinned constricting snake with paler markings and a distinctive pale mark on the crown.

[Genera 
Python

 and 
Morelia

 , family 
Pythonidae

 : several species, including 
P. sebae

 of Africa, 
P. molurus

 of Asia, and 
M. amethistina

 of Australia.]













rock rabbit

 
/ˈräk ˌrabət/






noun



1.
 
another term for hyrax
 .




2.
 
another term for pika
 .













rock-ribbed

 
/ˈräkˌribd/






adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 having ridges or cliffs of rock




•
 
six thousand miles of rock-ribbed coasts.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 resolute or uncompromising, especially with respect to political allegiance




•
 
rock-ribbed Republicans.



















rockrose

 
/ˈräkrōz/






noun



1.
 
a herbaceous or shrubby plant with saucer-shaped, roselike flowers, native to temperate and warm regions.

See also labdanum
 . [Genera 
Cistus

 and 
Helianthemum

 , family 
Cistaceae

 .]




2.
 
another term for bitterroot
 .













rock salmon

 
/ˈräk ˌsamən/






noun




a tropical snapper that occurs both in the sea and in rivers, valuable for food and sport.

[
Lutjanus argentimaculatus

 , family 
Lutjanidae

 .]













rock salt

 
/ˈräk ˌsôlt/






noun




common salt occurring naturally as a mineral; halite.













rockslide

 
/ˈräkslīd/






noun



1.
 
an avalanche of rock.




2.
 
a mass of rock deposited by an avalanche.













rock snake






noun




the Asian rock python.













rock solid






adjective




unlikely to change, fail, or collapse




•
 
her love was rock solid.



















Rock Springs






a city in southwestern Wyoming, northeast of Green River; pop. 20,200 (est. 2008).









rock star






noun



1.
 
a famous and successful singer or performer of rock music




•
 
a teen-idol rock star.










2.
 
a person treated as a celebrity, especially in inspiring fanatical admiration




•
 
she was a total rock star with paparazzi chasing her




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the athletes get full rock star treatment.



















rocksteady

 
/räkˈstedē /

 
rock steady






noun




an early form of reggae music originating in Jamaica in the 1960s, characterized by a slow tempo.













rockumentary

 
/ˌräkyəˈment(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a documentary about rock music and musicians.











– origin

 1970s: from rock
 2
 + documentary
 .





Rockville

 
/ˈräkvil/






a city in central Maryland, northwest of Washington, DC, home to many government offices; pop. 60,734 (est. 2008).









rock wallaby






noun




an agile Australian wallaby that lives among cliffs and rocks, having feet with thick pads and fringes of stiff hair.

[Genus 
Petrogale

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : several species.]













Rockwell, Norman

 
/ˈräkˌwel, -wəl/






(1894–1978), US illustrator; full name 
Norman Percevel Rockwell

 . Known for his typically sentimental portraits of small-town life in the US, he was an illustrator for 
Life

 and the 
Saturday Evening Post

 , for which he created 317 covers between 1916 and 1963.









rock wool

 
/räk wo͝ol/






noun




inorganic material made into matted fiber used especially for insulation or soundproofing.













rocky

 
/ˈräkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting or full of rock or rocks




•
 
a rocky crag above the village




•
 
hillsides of dry, rocky soil.










2.
 
tending to rock or shake; unsteady.




3.
 
difficult and full of obstacles or problems




•
 
a long, rocky road to pop stardom




•
 
the marriage seemingly got off to a rocky start.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rockily

 
/ˈräkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
rockiness

 
/ˈräkēnəs /






noun





















Rocky Mount

 
/ˌräkē ˈmount/






an industrial city in east central North Carolina; pop. 57,010 (est. 2008).










Rocky Mountains

 
the Rockies






the chief mountain system in North America. It extends from the US–Mexico border to the Yukon Territory of northern Canada. It separates the Great Plains from the Pacific coast and forms the Continental Divide. Several peaks rise to more than 14,000 feet (4,300 m), the highest being Mount Elbert at 14,431 feet (4,399 m).










Rocky Mountain spotted fever

 
/ˈräkē ˈmount(ə)n spädəd ˈfēvər/






noun




a rickettsial disease transmitted by ticks.













rococo

 
/rəˈkōkō ˌrōkəˈkō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of furniture or architecture) of or characterized by an elaborately ornamental late baroque style of decoration prevalent in 18th-century Continental Europe, with asymmetrical patterns involving motifs and scrollwork.




2.
 
extravagantly or excessively ornate, especially (of music or literature) highly ornamented and florid.








II.
 
noun




the rococo style of art, decoration, or architecture.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, humorous alteration of rocaille
 .






rod

 
/räd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin straight bar, especially of wood or metal.




2.
 
a wand or staff as a symbol of office, authority, or power.




3.
 
a slender straight stick or shoot growing on or cut from a tree or bush.




4.
 
a stick used for caning or flogging.




5.
 
(
the rod

 )
 — the use of a stick as punishment




•
 
if you'd been my daughter, you'd have felt the rod.










6.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.




7.
 
a fishing rod.




8.
 


‹historical›

 a linear measure, especially for land, equal to 5½ yards (approximately 5.029 m).




9.
 
(also 
square rod

 )
 — a square measure, especially for land, equal to 160th of an acre or 30¼ square yards (approximately 25.29 sq m).




10.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a pistol or revolver.




11.
 


[Anatomy]

 a light-sensitive cell of one of the two types present in large numbers in the retina of the eye, responsible mainly for monochrome vision in poor light.

Compare with cone
 (
sense

 3).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
ride the rods






see ride
 .









2.
 
rule someone or something with a rod of iron






control or govern someone or something very strictly or harshly.









3.
 
spare the rod and spoil the child








‹proverb›

 if children are not physically punished when they do wrong, their personal development will suffer.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rodless






adjective













2.
 
rodlet

 
/-lət /






noun













3.
 
rodlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
rodd

 ‘slender shoot growing on or cut from a tree,’ also ‘straight stick or bundle of twigs used to inflict punishment’; probably related to Old Norse 
rudda

 ‘club.’





Roddenberry, Gene

 
/ˈrädnˌberē/






(1921–91), US television producer and scriptwriter; full name 
Eugene Wesley Roddenberry

 . He created and wrote many scripts for the television science fiction drama series 
Star Trek

 , first broadcast in 1966. He later worked on movies and launched a follow-up series, 
Star Trek: The Next Generation

 , in 1987.









rode1


 
/rōd/






past of ride
 .









rode2


 
/rōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a woodcock) fly on a regular circuit in the evening as a territorial display, making sharp calls and grunts.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘fly landward in the evening’): of unknown origin.





rode3


 
/rōd/





I.
 
noun






[Nautical]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a rope, especially one securing an anchor or trawl.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





rodent

 
/ˈrōdnt/





I.
 
noun




a gnawing mammal of an order that includes rats, mice, squirrels, hamsters, porcupines, and their relatives, distinguished by strong constantly growing incisors and no canine teeth. They constitute the largest order of mammals.

[Order 
Rodentia

 : three suborders. See Sciuromorpha
 , Myomorpha
 , and Hystricomorpha
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
rodent-

 ‘gnawing,’ from the verb 
rodere

 .





rodenticide

 
/rōˈden(t)əˌsīd/






noun




a poison used to kill rodents.














rodent ulcer

 
/ˈrōdnt ˈəlsər/






noun






[Medicine]

 a slow-growing malignant tumor of the face (basal cell carcinoma).













rodeo

 
/ˈrōdēˌō rōˈdāō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exhibition or contest in which cowboys show their skill at riding broncos, roping calves, wrestling steers, etc.




2.
 
an exhibition or contest demonstrating skills such as motorcycle riding or canoeing.




3.
 
a roundup of cattle on a ranch for branding, counting, etc.




4.
 
an enclosure for a roundup of cattle.




5.
 
(also 
rodeo flip

 )
 — (in snowboarding and surfing) an aerial maneuver combining a forward or backward flip with a rotation




•
 
her backside rodeo landed her on her back.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compete in a rodeo.








III.
 
phrases





not be someone's first rodeo (or not be someone's first time at the rodeo)








(N. Amer.)

 used to indicate that someone is not naive or inexperienced




•
 
I'm a professional. This ain't my first time at the rodeo.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, from 
rodear

 ‘go around,’ based on Latin 
rotare

 ‘rotate.’





Rodgers, Richard

 
/ˈräjərz/






(1902–79), US composer; full name 
Richard Charles Rodgers

 . He worked with librettist Lorenz Hart before collaborating with Oscar Hammerstein II on a succession of popular musicals that included 
Oklahoma!

 (1943), 
South Pacific

 (1949), 
The King and I

 (1951), and 
The Sound of Music

 (1959).









rodgersia

 
/räˈjərzēə/





I.
 
noun




an Asian plant that is sometimes cultivated for its attractive foliage.

[Genus 
Rodgersia

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after John 
Rodgers

 (1812–82), American admiral.






Ródhos

 
/ˈrôT͟Hôs/






modern Greek name for Rhodes
 .









Rodin, Auguste

 
/rōˈdaN/






(1840–1917), French sculptor. He was chiefly concerned with the human form, and his first major work, 
The Age of Bronze

 (1875–76), was considered so lifelike that Rodin was alleged to have taken a cast from a live model. Other notable works: 
The Thinker

 (1880) and 
The Kiss

 (1886).









rodomontade

 
/ˌrädəmənˈtād ˌrōdəmənˈtād ˌrädəmənˈtäd ˌrōdəmənˈtäd/





I.
 
noun




boastful or inflated talk or behavior.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 talk boastfully.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from obsolete Italian 
rodomontada

 , from Italian 
rodomonte

 , from the name of a boastful character in the medieval 
Orlando

 epics.





roe1


 
/rō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the mass of eggs contained in the ovaries of a female fish or shellfish, typically including the ovaries themselves, especially when ripe and used as food.




2.
 
(
soft roe

 )
 — the ripe testes of a male fish, especially when used as food.











– origin

 late Middle English: related to Middle Low German, Middle Dutch 
roge

 .





roe2


 
/rō /

 
roe deer





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian deer that lacks a visible tail and has a reddish summer coat that turns grayish in winter.

[Genus 
Capreolus

 , family 
Cervidae

 : two species, in particular the 
European roe deer

 (
C. capreolus

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
rā(ha)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ree

 and German 
Reh

 .





ROE






abbreviation




rules of engagement (in combat).













roebuck

 
/ˈrōˌbək/






noun




a male roe deer.













roentgen

 
/ˈrentɡən ˈrentjən ˈrəntɡən ˈrəntjən /

 
R





I.
 
noun




a unit of ionizing radiation, the amount producing one electrostatic unit of positive or negative ionic charge in one cubic centimeter of air under standard conditions.











– origin

 1920s: named after Wilhelm Conrad 
Röntgen

 (see Röntgen, Wilhelm Conrad
 ).





roentgenium

 
/rentˈɡenēəm, rənt-/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Rg

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 111, a radioactive element produced artificially.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: named after Wilhelm Conrad 
Röntgen

 (see Röntgen, Wilhelm Conrad
 ).





roentgenogram

 
/ˈrentɡənəɡram ˈrentjənəˌɡram ˈrəntɡənəɡram ˈrəntjənəˌɡram/






noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 an X-ray photograph.













roentgenography

 
/ˌrentɡəˈnäɡrəfē, ˌrənt-, -jə-/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 X-ray photography.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
roentgenographic

 
/-nəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
roentgenographically

 
/-nəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb





















roentgenology

 
/ˌrentɡəˈnäləjē, ˌrənt-, -jə-/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 another term for radiology
 .








II.
 
derivatives





roentgenologic

 
/-nəˈläjik /






adjective





















roentgen rays






plural noun






‹dated›

 X-rays.













rogan josh

 
/ˌrōɡən ˈjōSH ˌrōɡən ˈjäSH/





I.
 
noun




an Indian dish of curried meat, typically lamb, in a rich tomato-based sauce.











– origin

 from Urdu 
roġan još

 .





rogation

 
/rōˈɡāSHən/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
(in the Christian Church) a solemn supplication consisting of the litany of the saints chanted on the three days before Ascension Day




•
 
Rogation Week.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
rogatio(n-)

 , from 
rogare

 ‘ask.’





Rogation Days






(in the Western Christian Church) the three days before Ascension Day, traditionally marked by fasting and prayer, particularly for the blessing of the harvest (after the pattern of pre-Christian rituals).









Rogation Sunday






noun




the Sunday preceding the Rogation Days.













roger

 
/ˈräjər/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
your message has been received and understood (used in radio communication)




•
 
“Roger; we'll be with you in about ten minutes.”










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to express assent or understanding




•
 
“Go light the stove.” “Roger, Mister Bossman,” Frank replied.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with (a woman).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the given name 
Roger

 . The verb (dating from the early 18th cent.) is from an obsolete sense ‘penis’ of the noun.





Rogers

 
/ˈräjərz/






a resort city in northwestern Arkansas, north of Fayetteville; pop. 56,726 (est. 2008).









Rogers, Fred






(1928–2003), US television producer, actor, and writer; full name 
Fred McFeely Rogers

 . He created and starred in the television children's program 
Mister Rogers' Neighborhood

 1965–2001.









Rogers, Ginger

 
/ˈräjərz/






(1911–95), US actress and dancer; born 
Virginia Katherine McMath

 . She is known for her dancing partnership with Fred Astaire, during which she appeared in musicals including 
Top Hat

 (1935) and 
Shall We Dance?

 (1937). Other notable, nonmusical movies include 
Stage Door

 (1937) and 
Kitty Foyle

 (1940).









Rogers, Kenny






(1938–), US country singer and actor; full name 
Kenneth Ray Rogers

 . His hits include 
“Lucille”

 (1977), 
“The Gambler”

 (1978), and 
“We've Got Tonight”

 (1983). He also starred in movies such as 
The Gambler

 and its sequels (1980–94).









Rogers, Roy






(1912–98), US actor and singer; born 
Leonard Franklin Slye

 . One of the original Sons of the Pioneers country singers, he starred in many “singing cowboy” westerns, with his horse Trigger and dog Bullet and, from 1944, with 
Dale Evans

 (1912–2001), whom he married in 1947. His movies include 
Under Western Stars

 (1938), 
The Yellow Rose of Texas

 (1944), and 
Apache Rose

 (1947).









Rogers, Will






(1879–1935), US humorist and actor; full name 
William Penn Adair Rogers

 . A vaudeville headliner with his rope twirling and homespun humor from 1905, he wrote a syndicated column for 
The New York Times

 1922–35. He died in a plane crash with aviator Wiley Post in Alaska.









Roget, Peter Mark

 
/rōˈZHā, ˈrōˌZHā/






(1779–1869), English scholar. He worked as a physician but is remembered as the compiler of 
Roget's Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases

 (1852).









rogue

 
/rōɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dishonest or unprincipled man




•
 
you are a rogue and an embezzler.










2.
 
a person whose behavior one disapproves of but who is nonetheless likable or attractive (often used as a playful term of reproof)




•
 
Cenzo, you old rogue!










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an elephant or other large wild animal driven away or living apart from the herd and having savage or destructive tendencies




•
 
a rogue elephant.










4.
 
a person or thing that behaves in an aberrant, faulty, or unpredictable way




•
 
he hacked into data and ran rogue programs.










5.
 
an inferior or defective specimen among many satisfactory ones, especially a seedling or plant deviating from the standard variety.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove inferior or defective plants or seedlings from (a crop).











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an idle vagrant): probably from Latin 
rogare

 ‘beg, ask,’ and related to obsolete slang 
roger

 ‘vagrant beggar’ (many such cant terms were introduced toward the middle of the 16th cent).





Rogue River






a river that flows west for 200 miles (320 km) across southern Oregon to the Pacific Ocean.









roguery

 
/ˈrōɡərē/






noun




conduct characteristic of a rogue, especially acts of dishonesty or playful mischief




•
 
there has always been roguery associated with horse dealing.



















rogues' gallery






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a collection of photographs of known criminals, used by police to identify suspects.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a collection of people or creatures notable for a certain shared quality or characteristic, typically a disreputable one




•
 
a rogues' gallery of bureaucrats and cold-hearted advocates of “progress.”



















rogue state






noun




a nation or state regarded as breaking international law and posing a threat to the security of other nations.













rogue trader






noun




a securities trader who engages in speculative trading without authorization.













roguish

 
/ˈrōɡiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characteristic of a dishonest or unprincipled person




•
 
he led a roguish and uncertain existence.










2.
 
playfully mischievous, especially in a way that is sexually attractive




•
 
he gave her a roguish smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
roguishly

 
/ˈrōɡiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
roguishness

 
/ˈrōɡiSHnəs /






noun





















Rohingya

 
/rōˈhinjə /

 
Rohinga





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Muslim people inhabiting western Burma (Myanmar)




•
 
the UNHCR estimates 800,000 Rohingya live in Burma's mountainous Rakhine state.










2.
 
the Indic language of the Rohingya




•
 
he asked me if I spoke Rohingya.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting the Rohingya




•
 
Rohingya communities




•
 
Rohingya Muslims.

















– origin

 Rohingya: self-designation, from the name of a former kingdom of Burma.





Rohnert Park

 
/ˌrōnərt ˈpärk/






a city in northwestern California, north of San Francisco; pop. 40,496 (est. 2008).









Rohypnol

 
/rōˈhipˌnôl, -ˌnōl/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a potent sedative drug of the benzodiazepine class.











– origin

 1970s: invented name.





ROI






abbreviation






[Finance]

 return on investment.













'roid

 
/roid/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an anabolic steroid




•
 
those guys are all on 'roids.




















roil

 
/roil/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a liquid) turbid or muddy by disturbing the sediment




•
 
winds roil these waters.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) move in a turbulent, swirling manner




•
 
the sea roiled below her




•
 


‹figurative›

 a kind of fear roiled in her.










3.
 


(US)

 another term for rile
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from Old French 
ruiler

 ‘mix mortar,’ from late Latin 
regulare

 ‘regulate.’





roily

 
/ˈroilē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (chiefly of water) muddy; turbulent




•
 
those waters were roily, high, and muddy.



















roister

 
/ˈroistər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enjoy oneself or celebrate in a noisy or boisterous way




•
 
workers from the refinery roistered in the bars.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
roisterer

 
/ˈroist(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
roisterous

 
/ˈroist(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
roister

 ‘roisterer,’ from French 
rustre

 ‘ruffian,’ variant of 
ruste

 , from Latin 
rusticus

 ‘rustic.’






Roland

 
/ˈrōlənd/






the most famous of Charlemagne's paladins, hero of the 
Chanson de Roland

 (12th century). He is said to have become a friend of Oliver, another paladin, after engaging him in single combat in which neither won. Roland was killed at the Battle of Roncesvalles.









role

 
/rōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an actor's part in a play, movie, etc.




•
 
Dietrich's role as a wife in war-torn Paris.










2.
 
the function assumed or part played by a person or thing in a particular situation




•
 
she greeted us all in her various roles of mother, friend, and daughter




•
 
religion plays a vital role in society.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
roule

 ‘roll,’ referring originally to the roll of paper on which the actor's part was written.





role model

 
/rōl ˈmädl/






noun




a person looked to by others as an example to be imitated.













role play

 
/ˈrōl ˌplā/





I.
 
noun




another term for role playing
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act out or perform the part of a person or character, for example as a technique in training or psychotherapy




•
 
study participants role-played as applicants for community college.










2.
 


[Psychology]

 unconsciously act out or perform a particular role in accordance with the perceived expectations of society.




3.
 
participate in a role-playing game




•
 
one to six players can role-play as any of over 100 characters.














III.
 
derivatives





role player






noun






















role playing

 
/ˈrōl ˌplāiNG/






noun



1.
 
the acting out of the part of a particular person or character, for example as a technique in training or psychotherapy.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 the unconscious acting out of a particular role in accordance with the perceived expectations of society.




3.
 
participation in a role-playing game.













role-playing game






noun




a game in which players take on the roles of imaginary characters who engage in adventures, typically in a particular computerized fantasy setting overseen by a referee.













role reversal

 
/ˈrōl rəˌvərsəl ˈrōl rēˈˌvərsəl/






noun




a situation in which someone adopts a role the reverse of that which they normally assume in relation to someone else, who typically assumes their role in exchange




•
 
one marriage counselor makes use of role reversal, inviting husband and wife to pretend to be each other.



















Rolf

 
/rôlf/





I.
 
verb




treat (a person) using Rolfing, a proprietary term for a massage technique aimed at the release and realignment of the body




•
 
I had the negative emotions Rolfed out of me.














II.
 
derivatives





Rolfer

 
/ˈrôlfər /






noun





















Rolfe, John

 
/rälf/






(1585–1622), English colonist in Virginia. He perfected the process of curing tobacco. In 1614, he married Pocahontas, the daughter of Indian chief Powhatan.









Rolfing

 
/ˈrôlfiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a technique of deep tissue manipulation aimed at the release and realignment of the body, and the reduction of muscular and psychic tension.











– origin

 1970s: from the name of Ida P. 
Rolf

 (1897–1979), American physical therapist, + -ing
 1
 .






roll

 
/rōl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move in a particular direction by turning over and over on an axis


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the car rolled down into a ditch




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she rolled the ball across the floor.










2.
 
turn or cause to turn over to face a different direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she rolled onto her side




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they rolled him over onto his back.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — turn (one's eyes) upward, typically to show surprise or disapproval




•
 
Sarah rolled her eyes.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) lie down and turn over and over while remaining in the same place




•
 
the buffalo rolled in the dust.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a moving ship, aircraft, or vehicle) rock or oscillate around an axis parallel to the direction of motion




•
 
the ship pitched and rolled.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move along or from side to side unsteadily or uncontrollably




•
 
they were rolling about with laughter.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 overturn (a vehicle)




•
 
he rolled his Mercedes in a 100 mph crash.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (a die or dice).




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain (a particular score) by doing this




•
 
roll a 2, 3, or 12.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) move or run on wheels




•
 
the van was rolling along the highway.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move or push (a wheeled object)




•
 
Pat rolled the cart back and forth.










12.
 
(
roll something up/down

 )
 — make a car window or a window blind move up or down.




13.
 
(of time) elapse steadily




•
 
the years rolled by.










14.
 
(of a drop of liquid) flow




•
 
huge tears rolled down her cheeks.










15.
 
(
roll off

 )
 — (of a product) issue from (an assembly line or machine)




•
 
the first copies of the newspaper rolled off the presses.










16.
 
(of waves, smoke, cloud, or fog) move or flow forward with an undulating motion




•
 
the fog rolled across the fields.










17.
 
(of land) extend in gentle undulations.




18.
 
(of credits for a movie or television program) be displayed as if moving on a roller up the screen.




19.
 
(with reference to a machine, device, or system) operate or begin operating


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the cameras started to roll




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
roll the camera.










20.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 start moving; take action




•
 
the coast's clear—let's roll.










21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 behave in a particular way




•
 
that's just 
how I roll

 , guys—I'll smile until I physically can't.










22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — turn (something flexible) over and over on itself to form a cylinder, tube, or ball




•
 
she started to roll up her sleeping bag.










23.
 
make by forming material into a cylinder or ball


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
Harry rolled himself a joint.










24.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) curl up tightly




•
 
the shock made the armadillo roll into a ball.










25.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — flatten or spread (something) by using a roller or by passing it between rollers




•
 
roll out the dough on a floured surface




•
 
roll on a decorative paint finish.










26.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a loud, deep sound such as that of thunder or drums) reverberate




•
 
the first peals of thunder rolled across the sky.










27.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pronounce (a consonant, typically an 
r

 ) with a trill




•
 
when he wanted to emphasize a point he rolled his rrrs.










28.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter (a word or words) with a reverberating or vibratory effect




•
 
he rolled the word around his mouth.










29.
 
(of words) flow effortlessly or mellifluously




•
 
the names of his colleagues rolled off his lips.










30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 rob (someone, typically when they are intoxicated or asleep)




•
 
if you don't get drunk, you don't get rolled.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylinder formed by winding flexible material around a tube or by turning it over and over on itself without folding




•
 
a roll of carpet.










2.
 
a cylindrical mass of something or a number of items arranged in a cylindrical shape




•
 
a 
roll of

 mints.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an item of food that is made by wrapping a flat sheet of pastry, cake, meat, or fish around a sweet or savory filling




•
 
salmon and rice rolls.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 money, typically a quantity of banknotes rolled together.




5.
 
a roller for flattening something, especially one used to shape metal in a rolling mill.




6.
 
a movement in which someone or something turns or is turned over on itself




•
 
a roll of the dice




•
 
the ponies completed two rolls before getting back on their feet.










7.
 
a gymnastic exercise in which the body is rolled into a tucked position and turned in a forward or backward circle




•
 
I used my momentum and tucked into a roll.










8.
 
a swaying or oscillation of a ship, aircraft, or vehicle around an axis parallel to the direction of motion




•
 
the car corners capably with a minimum of roll.










9.
 
undulation of the landscape




•
 
hidden by the roll of the land was a refinery.










10.
 
a prolonged, deep, reverberating sound, typically made by thunder or a drum




•
 
thunder exploded, roll after roll.










11.
 


[Music]

 one of the basic patterns (rudiments) of drumming, consisting of a sustained, rapid alternation of single or double strokes of each stick.




12.
 
a very small loaf of bread, to be eaten by one person




•
 
soup with a roll.










13.
 
an official list or register of names.




14.
 
the total numbers on an official list of names




•
 
a review of secondary schools to assess the effects of falling rolls.










15.
 
a document, typically an official record, in scroll form.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a roll in the hay (or the sack)








‹informal›

 an act of sexual intercourse.









2.
 
be rolling (in money)








‹informal›

 be very rich.









3.
 
on a roll








‹informal›

 experiencing a prolonged spell of success or good luck




•
 
the organization is on a roll.















4.
 
rolled into one






(of characteristics drawn from different people or things) combined in one person or thing




•
 
banks are several businesses rolled into one.















5.
 
rolling in the aisles








‹informal›

 (of an audience) laughing uncontrollably.









6.
 
roll of honor






a list of people whose deeds or achievements are honored, or who have died in battle.









7.
 
roll of the dice






see dice
 .









8.
 
roll one's own








‹informal›

 make one's own cigarettes from loose tobacco.









9.
 
roll up one's sleeves






prepare to fight or work.









10.
 
roll with the punches





a.
 
(of a boxer) move one's body away from an opponent's blows so as to lessen the impact.




b.
 
adapt oneself to adverse circumstances.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
roll something back






reverse the progress or reduce the power or importance of something




•
 
her bid to roll back state power.















2.
 
roll in





a.
 


‹informal›

 be received in large amounts




•
 
the money was rolling in.










b.
 
arrive at a place in a casual way, typically in spite of being late




•
 
Steve rolled in about lunchtime.















3.
 
roll something out






officially launch or unveil a new product or service




•
 
the firm rolled out its newest generation of supercomputers.















4.
 
roll something over





a.
 


[Finance]

 contrive or extend a particular financial arrangement




•
 
this is not a good time for rolling over corporate debt.










b.
 
carry over prize money in a lottery from one draw to the next, especially because the jackpot has not been won.









5.
 
roll up








‹informal›

 arrive in a vehicle




•
 
we rolled up at the same time.















6.
 
roll something up








[Military]

 drive the flank of an enemy line back and around so that the line is shortened or surrounded.












V.
 
derivatives





rollable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rolle

 (noun), 
roller

 (verb), from Latin 
rotulus

 ‘a roll,’ variant of 
rotula

 ‘little wheel,’ diminutive of 
rota

 .





Rolland, Romain

 
/rôˈläN/






(1866–1944), French novelist, playwright, and essayist. His interest in genius led to a number of biographies, and ultimately to 
Jean-Christophe

 (1904–12), a cycle of 10 novels about a German composer. Nobel Prize for Literature (1915).









rollaway

 
/ˈrōləˌwā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bed fitted with wheels or casters, allowing it to be moved easily


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rollaway bed.



















rollback

 
/ˈrōlˌbak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a reduction or decrease




•
 
a 5 percent rollback of personal income taxes.










2.
 
a reversion to a previous state or situation




•
 
a rollback to conditions not seen since the open shop days of the 1930s.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the process of restoring a database or program to a previously defined state, typically to recover from an error.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 restore (a database) to a previously defined state.













roll bar

 
/rōl bär/






noun




a metal bar running up the sides and across the top of a vehicle, especially one used in motor sports, strengthening its frame and protecting the occupants should the vehicle overturn.













roll cage

 
/rōl kāj/






noun




a framework of reinforcements protecting a car's passenger cabin in the event that it should roll onto its roof.













roll call

 
/rōl kôl/






noun



1.
 
the process of calling out a list of names to establish who is present.




2.
 
a list or group of people or things that are notable in some specified way




•
 
the roll call of nations that lack full religious rights.



















roll cast






noun






[Fishing]

 a cast in which the angler does not throw the line backward.













rolled gold

 
/rōld ɡōld/






noun




gold in the form of a thin coating applied to a baser metal by rolling.













rolled oats

 
/rōld ōts/






plural noun




oats that have been husked and crushed.













roller

 
/ˈrōlər/






noun



1.
 
a cylinder that rotates around a central axis and is used in various machines and devices to move, flatten, or spread something.




2.
 
an absorbent revolving cylinder attached to a handle, used to apply paint.




3.
 
a small cylinder on which hair is rolled in order to produce curls.




4.
 
(also 
roller bandage

 )
 — a long surgical bandage rolled up for convenient application.




5.
 
a long swelling wave that appears to roll steadily toward the shore.




6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of, relating to, or involving roller skates




•
 
roller hockey.










7.
 
a brightly colored crow-sized bird with predominantly blue plumage, having a characteristic tumbling display flight.

[late 17th cent.: from German 
Roller

 , from 
rollen

 ‘to roll.’] [Genera 
Coracias

 and 
Eurystomus

 , family 
Coraciidae

 : several species, esp. the widespread 
European roller

 (
C. garrulus

 ).]




8.
 
a bird of a breed of tumbler pigeon.




9.
 
a bird of a breed of canary with a trilling song.




10.
 
a broad surcingle, typically padded at the withers.













rollerball

 
/ˈrōlərˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
( in the UK)
 — 

‹trademark›

 a ballpoint pen using thinner ink than other ballpoints.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an input device containing a ball that is moved with the fingers to control the cursor.













roller bearing






noun



1.
 
a bearing similar to a ball bearing but using small cylindrical rollers instead of balls.




2.
 
a roller used in a roller bearing.













Rollerblade

 
/ˈrōlərˌblād/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an in-line skate.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
skate using Rollerblades




•
 
the muscular actor loves to rollerblade




•
 (as 
noun

 
rollerblading

 )
 
rollerblading was made to order for runners whose knees are beginning to give out.














III.
 
derivatives





rollerblader

 
/ˈrōlərˌblādər /






noun






















roller coaster

 
/ˈˌrōlər ˈkōstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amusement park attraction that consists of a light railroad track with many tight turns and steep slopes, on which people ride in small fast open cars.




2.
 
a thing that contains or goes through wild and unpredictable changes




•
 
a terrific roller coaster of a book.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move, change, or occur in the dramatically changeable manner of a roller coaster




•
 
the twentieth century fades behind us and history roller-coasters on.



















roller derby






noun




a team skating competition on roller skates, held on a banked oval track.













roller skate

 
/ˈrōlər ˌskāt/





I.
 
noun




each of a pair of boots, or metal frames attached to shoes, with four or more small wheels, for gliding across a hard surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
roller-skate

 )


1.
 
glide across a hard surface wearing roller skates.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
roller skater

 
/ˈrōlər ˌskādər /






noun













2.
 
roller-skating

 
/ˈrōlər ˌskādiNG /

 
roller skating






noun





















roller towel

 
/ˈrōlər ˌtou(ə)l/






noun




a long towel with the ends joined and hung on a roller, or one fed through a device from one roller holding the clean part to another holding the used part.













roll film

 
/rōl film/






noun




photographic film with protective lightproof backing paper wound onto a spool.













rollick

 
/ˈrälik/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 act or behave in a jovial and exuberant fashion.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably dialect, perhaps a blend of romp
 and frolic
 .





rollicking1


 
/ˈrälikiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
exuberantly lively and amusing




•
 
good rollicking fun.



















rollicking2


 
/ˈrälikiNG /

 
rollocking






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a severe reprimand.













rolling

 
/ˈrōliNG/






adjective



1.
 
moving by turning over and over on an axis




•
 
a rolling ball.










2.
 
(of land) extending in gentle undulations




•
 
the rolling countryside.










3.
 
done or happening in a steady and continuous way




•
 
a rolling program of reforms




•
 
a rolling news service.



















rolling hitch






noun




a kind of hitch used to attach a rope to a spar or larger rope. It is a clove hitch with an extra turn in the standing part.













rolling mill

 
/ˈrōliNG ˌmil/






noun




a factory or machine for rolling steel or other metal into sheets.













rolling pin

 
/rōliNG pin/






noun




a cylinder rolled over pastry or dough to flatten or shape it.














rolling stock

 
/rōliNG stäk/






noun



1.
 
locomotives, carriages, wagons, or other vehicles used on a railroad.




2.
 


(US)

 the road vehicles of a trucking company.













rolling stone





I.
 
noun




a person who is unwilling to settle for long in one place.








II.
 
phrases





a rolling stone gathers no moss








‹proverb›

 a person who does not settle in one place will not accumulate wealth, status, responsibilities, or commitments.

















roll-in roll-out






noun






[Computing]

 a method or the process of switching data or code between main and auxiliary memories in order to process several tasks simultaneously.













rollmop

 
/ˈrōlˌmäp/





I.
 
noun




a rolled uncooked pickled herring fillet.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Rollmops

 .





roll-neck

 
/ˈrōl ˌnek/






noun



1.
 
a high loosely turned-over collar


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a black roll-neck sweater.










2.
 
a garment with a roll-neck collar.













roll-off

 
/ˈrōlôf/






noun




the smooth fall of response to zero at either end of the frequency range of a piece of audio equipment.













roll-on

 
/ˈrōl ˌän/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of deodorant or cosmetic) applied by means of a rotating ball in the neck of the container.








II.
 
noun




a roll-on deodorant or cosmetic.













roll-on roll-off

 
/ˈˌrōl ˈän ˈˌrōl ˈäf/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a passenger ferry or other method of transportation in which vehicles are driven directly on at the start of the voyage or journey and driven off at the end of it.













rollout

 
/ˈrōlout/






noun



1.
 
the unveiling of a new aircraft or spacecraft.




2.
 
the official launch or introduction of a new product or service.




3.
 


[Aeronautics]

 the stage of an aircraft's landing during which it travels along the runway while losing speed.




4.
 


[Football]

 a play in which the quarterback runs toward the sideline before attempting to pass or advance.













rollover

 
/ˈrōlˌōvər/






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 the extension or transfer of a debt or other financial arrangement.




2.
 
(in a lottery) the accumulative carryover of prize money to the following drawing.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the overturning of a vehicle.




4.
 
a facility on an electronic keyboard enabling one or several keystrokes to be registered correctly while another key is depressed.













Rolls, Charles Stewart

 
/rōlz/






(1877–1910), English automobile manufacturer and aviator. He and Henry Royce formed the company Rolls-Royce Ltd. in 1906. Rolls, the first Englishman to fly across the English Channel, was killed in an airplane crash.









Rolls-Royce

 
/ˌrōlzˈrois/






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a luxury car produced by the British Rolls-Royce company.




2.
 
(also 
Rolls Royce

 )
 — a product that is the most luxurious or highly specified of its kind




•
 
the one I have at the moment is 
the Rolls Royce of

 accordions.



















rolltop desk

 
/ˌrōltäp ˈdesk/






noun




a writing desk with a flexible cover sliding in curved grooves.













roll-up

 
/ˈrōl ˌəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a hand-rolled cigarette.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an article of food rolled up and sometimes stuffed with a filling




•
 
ham roll-ups.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting something that can be rolled up




•
 
roll-up panels.



















Rolodex

 
/ˈrōləˌdeks/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a desktop card index used to record names, addresses, and telephone numbers, in the form of a rotating spindle or a small tray to which removable cards are attached.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 a person's list of business contacts and friends.













roly-poly

 
/ˈrōlē ˈpōlē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having a round, plump appearance




•
 
a roly-poly young boy.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a sweet pastry dough covered with jam or fruit, formed into a roll, and boiled, steamed, or baked.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: fanciful formation from the verb roll
 .






Rom

 
/rōm/





I.
 
noun




a Gypsy, especially a man.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of Romany
 .





ROM

 
/räm/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 read-only memory.













rom.






abbreviation




roman (used as an instruction for a typesetter).













Rom.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Romans.














Roma

 
/ˈrōmə/






Italian name for Rome
 .









Romaic

 
/rōˈmāik /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the vernacular language of modern Greece.








II.
 
noun




the Romaic language.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
romaiikos

 ‘Roman,’ used specifically of the Eastern Roman Empire.






romaine

 
/rōˈmān/





I.
 
noun




a lettuce of a variety with crisp narrow leaves that form a tall head.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, feminine of 
romain

 ‘Roman.’





romaji

 
/ˈrōməjē/





I.
 
noun




a system of Romanized spelling used to transliterate Japanese.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Japanese, from 
rōma

 ‘Roman’ + 
ji

 ‘letter(s).’





Roman

 
/ˈrōmən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to ancient Rome or its empire or people




•
 
an old Roman settlement.










2.
 
of or relating to medieval or modern Rome




•
 
the Roman and Pisan lines of popes.










3.
 


‹dated›

 short for Roman Catholic
 :




•
 
the Roman Church's instructions to its clergy.










4.
 
denoting the alphabet (or any of the letters in it) used for writing Latin, English, and most European languages, developed in ancient Rome.




5.
 
(
roman

 )
 — (of type) of a plain upright kind used in ordinary print, especially as distinguished from italic.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a citizen or soldier of the ancient Roman Republic or Empire.




2.
 
a citizen of modern Rome.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a Roman Catholic.




4.
 
(
roman

 )
 — roman type.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
Romain

 , from Latin 
Romanus

 , from 
Roma

 ‘Rome.’





roman à clef

 
/rōˌmän ä ˈklā/





I.
 
noun




a novel in which real people or events appear with invented names.











– origin

 French, literally ‘novel with a key.’





Roman baths






plural noun




a building containing a complex of rooms designed for bathing, relaxing, and socializing, as used in ancient Rome.













Roman candle

 
/ˈrōmən ˈkandl/






noun




a firework giving off a series of flaming colored balls and sparks.














Roman Catholic

 
/ˈˌrōmən ˈkaTH(ə)lik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Roman Catholic Church




•
 
a Roman Catholic bishop.














II.
 
noun




a member of the Roman Catholic church.








III.
 
derivatives





Roman Catholicism

 
/ˈˌrōmən kəˈTHäləˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: translation of Latin (
Ecclesia) Romana Catholica (et Apostolica

 ) ‘Roman Catholic (and Apostolic Church).’ It was apparently first used as a conciliatory term in place of the earlier 
Roman

 , 
Romanist

 , or 
Romish

 , considered derogatory.






Roman Catholic Church






the part of the Christian Church that acknowledges the pope as its head, especially as it has developed since the Reformation.










romance

 
/rōˈmans ˈrōˌmans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of excitement and mystery associated with love




•
 
in search of romance.










2.
 
love, especially when sentimental or idealized




•
 
he asked her for a date and romance blossomed.










3.
 
an exciting, enjoyable love affair, especially one that is not serious or long-lasting




•
 
a summer romance.










4.
 
a book or movie dealing with love in a sentimental or idealized way




•
 
light historical romances.










5.
 
a genre of fiction dealing with love in an idealized way




•
 
wartime passion from the master of romance.










6.
 
a quality or feeling of mystery, excitement, and remoteness from everyday life




•
 
the beauty and romance of the night.










7.
 
wild exaggeration; picturesque falsehood




•
 
she slammed the claims as “pure romance, complete fiction.”










8.
 
a work of fiction dealing with events remote from real life.




9.
 
a medieval tale dealing with a hero of chivalry, of the kind common in the Romance languages




•
 
the Arthurian romances.










10.
 
the literary genre of romance.




11.
 


[Music]

 a short informal piece.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
court; woo




•
 
the wealthy estate owner romanced her.










2.
 


‹informal›

 seek the attention or patronage of (someone), especially by use of flattery




•
 
he is being romanced by the big boys in New York.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in a love affair




•
 
we start romancing.










4.
 
another term for romanticize
 :




•
 
to a certain degree I am romancing the past.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Romance
 , originally denoting a composition in the vernacular as opposed to works in Latin. Early use denoted vernacular verse on the theme of chivalry; the sense ‘genre centered on romantic love’ dates from the mid 17th cent.






Romance

 
/rōˈmans ˈrōˌmans/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the group of Indo-European languages descended from Latin, principally French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Catalan, Occitan, and Romanian




•
 
the Romance languages.














II.
 
noun




the Romance languages considered as a group.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting the vernacular language of France as opposed to Latin): from Old French 
romanz

 , based on Latin 
Romanicus

 ‘Roman.’





romancer

 
/rōˈmansər ˈrōˌmansər/






noun



1.
 
a person prone to wild exaggeration or falsehood.




2.
 
a writer of medieval romances.














Roman Empire





I.
 
the empire established by Augustus in 27 
BC

 and divided by Theodosius in 
AD

 395 into the Western or Latin and Eastern or Greek Empire.





Rome was sacked by the Visigoths under Alaric in 410, and the last emperor of the West, 
Romulus Augustulus

 , was deposed in 476. The Eastern Empire, whose capital was Constantinople, lasted until 1453 (see Byzantine Empire
 ).





Romanesque

 
/ˌrōməˈnesk/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a style of architecture that prevailed in Europe 
c.

 900–1200, although sometimes dated back to the end of the Roman Empire (5th century).








II.
 
noun




Romanesque architecture.









Romanesque architecture is characterized by round arches and massive vaulting, and by heavy piers, columns, and walls with small windows. Although disseminated throughout western Europe, the style reached its fullest development in central and northern France; the equivalent style in England is usually called Norman. / 
– origin

 French, from 
roman

 ‘romance.’





roman-fleuve

 
/rōˌmänˈfləv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a novel featuring the leisurely description of the lives of closely related people.




2.
 
a sequence of related, self-contained novels.











– origin

 French, literally ‘river novel.’





Roman holiday





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an occasion on which enjoyment or profit is derived from others' suffering or discomfort.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Byron's 
Childe Harold

 , originally with reference to a holiday given for a gladiatorial combat.





Romania

 
/rōˈmānēə ro͞oˈmānēə /

 
Rumania





I.
 
a country in southeastern Europe, on the Black Sea; pop. 22,215,400 (est. 2009); capital, Bucharest; language, Romanian (official).





In the Middle Ages, the area consisted of the principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia, which were swallowed up by the Ottoman Empire in the 15th–16th centuries. The two principalities gained independence in 1878. After World War II, during which it had supported Germany, Romania became a communist state under Soviet domination. After 1974, the country pursued an increasingly independent course under the virtual dictatorship of Nicolae Ceauşescu. His regime collapsed in violent popular unrest in 1989, and a new democratic constitution was introduced. Romania joined NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2007.





Romanian

 
/rōˈmānēən ro͞oˈmānēən /

 
Rumanian





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Romania or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Romania, or a person of Romanian descent.




2.
 
the language of Romania, a Romance language influenced by the neighboring Slavic languages, also spoken by the majority of the population of Moldova.














Romanic

 
/rōˈmanik/





I.
 
noun, adjective




less common term for Romance
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
Romanicus

 , from 
Romanus

 ‘Roman.’





Romanism

 
/ˈrōməˌnizəm/






noun






‹dated›

 Roman Catholicism.













Romanist

 
/ˈrōmənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expert in or student of Roman antiquities or law, or of the Romance languages.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a member or supporter of the Roman Catholic Church.








II.
 
adjective






‹chiefly derogatory›

 belonging or adhering to the Roman Catholic Church.













romanize

 
/ˈrōməˌnīz /

 
Romanize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 bring (something, especially a region or people) under Roman influence or authority




•
 
though not himself a Roman, he was fully Romanized, spoke Latin, and lived in a Roman-style villa.










2.
 
make Roman Catholic in character




•
 
he has Romanized the services of his church.










3.
 
put (text) into the Roman alphabet or into roman type




•
 
Atatürk's decision to romanize the written language.














II.
 
derivatives





romanization

 
/ˌrōmənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌrōməˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Roman law

 
/ˈrōmən lô/






noun




the law code of the ancient Romans, which forms the basis of civil law in many countries today.













Roman nose

 
/ˈrōmən nōz/






noun




a nose with a high bridge.













Roman numeral






noun




any of the letters representing numbers in the Roman numerical system: I = 1, V = 5, X = 10, L = 50, C = 100, D = 500, M = 1,000. In this system, a letter placed after another of greater value adds (thus XVI or xvi is 16), whereas a letter placed before another of greater value subtracts (thus XC or xc is 90).














Romano

 
/rōˈmänō/





I.
 
noun




a strong-tasting hard cheese, originally made in Italy.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘Roman.’





Romano-






combining form




Roman; Roman and …




•
 
Romano-Celtic.



















Romanov

 
/rōˈmänˌôf, ˈrōməˌnôf/






a dynasty that ruled in Russia from the accession of 
Michael Romanov

 (1596–1645) in 1613 until the overthrow of the last tsar, Nicholas II, in 1917.









Roman Republic






the ancient Roman state from the expulsion of the Etruscan monarchs in 509 
BC

 (see Tarquinius
 ) until the assumption of power by Augustus (Octavian) in 27 
BC

 .









Roman road






noun




a road built by the ancient Romans, typically paved and following a predominantly straight route.




•
 
the Roman road crosses the camp, changing direction slightly as it leaves the east gate.



















Romans

 
/ˈrōmənz/






a book of the New Testament, an epistle of St. Paul to the Christian Church at Rome.









Romansh

 
/rōˈmän(t)SH rōˈman(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




the Rhaeto-Romanic language that is spoken in the Swiss canton of Grisons and is an official language of Switzerland.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Romansh.











– origin

 from Romansh 
Roman(t)sch

 , from medieval Latin 
romanice

 ‘in the Romanic manner.’






romantic

 
/rōˈman(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conducive to or characterized by the expression of love




•
 
a romantic candlelit dinner.










2.
 
(of a person) readily demonstrating feelings of love




•
 
he's very handsome, and so romantic.










3.
 
relating to love or to sexual relationships




•
 
after their romantic relationship ended they became great friends




•
 
her romantic adventures




•
 
romantic fiction.










4.
 
of, characterized by, or suggestive of an idealized view of reality




•
 
a romantic attitude toward the past




•
 
some romantic dream of country peace.










5.
 
(usu. 
Romantic

 )
 — of, relating to, or denoting the artistic and literary movement of Romanticism




•
 
the Romantic tradition.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with romantic beliefs or attitudes




•
 
I am an incurable romantic.










2.
 
(usu. 
Romantic

 )
 — a writer or artist of the Romantic movement.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (referring to the characteristics of romance in a narrative): from archaic 
romaunt

 ‘tale of chivalry,’ from an Old French variant of 
romanz

 (see romance
 ).





romantically

 
/rōˈman(t)ək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to love or sexual relationships




•
 
he becomes romantically involved with the girl from the bank.










2.
 
in a way that is expressive of feelings of love




•
 
romantically worded compliments.



















romantic comedy






noun



1.
 
a movie or play that deals with love in a light, humorous way




•
 
the wit and charm of a classic romantic comedy.










2.
 
romantic comedies as a genre of film or theater




•
 
romantic comedy is about the kind of love that turns everything upside down.




















romanticism

 
/rōˈman(t)əˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
(often 
Romanticism

 )
 — a movement in the arts and literature that originated in the late 18th century, emphasizing inspiration, subjectivity, and the primacy of the individual.

Romanticism was a reaction against the order and restraint of classicism and neoclassicism, and a rejection of the rationalism that characterized the Enlightenment. In music, the period embraces much of the 19th century, with composers including Schubert, Schumann, Liszt, and Wagner. Poets exemplifying the movement include Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats; among romantic painters are such stylistically diverse artists as William Blake, J. M. W. Turner, Delacroix, and Goya.




2.
 
the state or quality of being romantic




•
 
a quality of romanticism about women that leads to the creation of a pipe-dream fantasy.



















romanticist

 
/rōˈmantəsəst/






noun



1.
 
a writer, artist, or musician of the Romantic movement.




2.
 
a person who subscribes to the artistic movement or ideas of Romanticism.














romanticize

 
/rōˈman(t)əˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deal with or describe in an idealized or unrealistic fashion; make (something) seem better or more appealing than it really is




•
 
the tendency to romanticize nonindustrial societies




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was romanticizing about the past.














II.
 
derivatives





romanticization

 
/rōˌmantəsəˈzāSHən, rə- /






noun






















Romany

 
/ˈrämənē ˈrōmənē /

 
Romani





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Indic language of the Gypsies, spoken in many dialects.




2.
 
a Gypsy.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Gypsies or their language.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Romany 
Romani

 , feminine and plural of the adjective 
Romano

 , from 
Rom

 ‘man, husband’ (see Rom
 ).





Romberg, Sigmund

 
/ˈrämˌbərɡ/






(1887–1951), US composer, born in Hungary. He wrote a succession of popular operettas, including 
The Student Prince

 (1924), 
The Desert Song

 (1926), and 
New Moon

 (1928).









romcom

 
/ˈrämkäm/






noun






‹informal›

 (in movies or television) a romantic comedy.














Rome

 
/rōm/





I.
 
the capital of Italy, situated in the west central part of the country, on the Tiber River, about 16 miles (25 km) inland; pop. 2,724,347 (2008). According to tradition, the ancient city was founded by Romulus (after whom it is named) in 753 
BC

 on the Palatine Hill; as it grew it spread to the other six hills of Rome (Aventine, Caelian, Capitoline, Esquiline, and Quirinal). Rome was made capital of a unified Italy in 1871.

Italian name Roma
 .




II.
 
used allusively to refer to the Roman Catholic Church.




III.
 
an industrial city in northwestern Georgia, on the Coosa River; pop. 36,041 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
an industrial city in central New York, on the Mohawk River; pop. 33,673 (est. 2008).




V.
 
phrases




1.
 
all roads lead to Rome








‹proverb›

 there are many different ways of reaching the same goal or conclusion.









2.
 
Rome was not built in a day








‹proverb›

 a complex task is bound to take a long time and should not be rushed.









3.
 
when in Rome (do as the Romans do)








‹proverb›

 when abroad or in an unfamiliar environment you should adopt the customs or behavior of those around you.

















Romeo

 
/ˈrōmēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 Romeos)
 — an attractive, passionate male seducer or lover.




2.
 
a code word representing the letter R, used in radio communication.











– origin

 from the name of the hero of Shakespeare's romantic tragedy 
Romeo and Juliet

 .





Romish

 
/ˈrōmiSH/






adjective






‹chiefly derogatory›

 Roman Catholic




•
 
Romish ideas.



















Rommel, Erwin

 
/ˈräməl/






(1891–1944), German field marshal; known as 
the Desert Fox

 . As commander of the Afrika Korps, he captured Tobruk in 1942, but he was defeated by Montgomery at El Alamein later that year. Implicated in the officers' conspiracy against Hitler in 1944, he committed suicide.









Romney, George1


 
/ˈrämnē/






(1734–1802), English portrait painter. From the early 1780s, he produced more than 50 portraits of Lady Hamilton in historical costumes.









Romney, George2







(1907–95), US businessman and politician, born in Mexico, the father of Mitt Romney; full name 
George Wilcken Romney

 . He was president of American Motors 1954–62, governor of Michigan 1963–69, and US secretary of Housing and Urban Development 1969–72.









Romney, Mitt






(1947–), US politician; full name 
Willard Mitt Romney

 . A Republican, he served as governor of Massachusetts 2003–07 and was his party's candidate for president in 2012.









Romney Marsh






noun




a sheep of a stocky breed with long wool, originally from England and now common in New Zealand.














romp

 
/rämp rômp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a child or animal) play roughly and energetically




•
 
the noisy pack of children romped around the garden.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 proceed without effort to achieve something




•
 
the Vikings romped to victory.










3.
 


‹informal›

 engage in sexual activity, especially illicitly




•
 
a colleague stumbled on the couple romping in an office.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spell of rough, energetic play




•
 
a romp in the snow.










2.
 
a lighthearted movie or other work




•
 
an enjoyably gross sci-fi romp.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an easy victory




•
 
the 45–28 romp over the Owls yesterday at Alumni Stadium.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a spell of sexual activity, especially an illicit one




•
 
three-in-a-bed sex romps.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps an alteration of ramp
 .





romper

 
/ˈrämpər, ˈrôm-/






noun



1.
 
(also 
romper suit

 or 
rompers

 )
 — a young child's one-piece outer garment.




2.
 
a garment for adults similar to a romper, typically worn as overalls or as sports clothing.




3.
 
a person who romps.













Romulus

 
/ˈrämyələs /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







one of the traditional founders of Rome, with his brother Remus. The twin sons of Mars by the Vestal Virgin Silvia, Romulus and Remus were abandoned at birth but were found and suckled by a she-wolf and brought up by a shepherd family. Remus is said to have been killed by Romulus during an argument about the new city.









Roncesvalles, Battle of

 
/ˌrônsəsˈvä(l)ˌyās/






a battle that took place in 778 at a mountain pass in the Pyrenees, near the village of Roncesvalles in northern Spain. The rearguard of Charlemagne's army was attacked by the Basques and massacred; one of the nobles, Roland, was killed, an event celebrated in the 
Chanson de Roland

 (in which the attackers are wrongly identified as the Moors). French name 
Roncevaux

 .









rondavel

 
/ˌränˈdävl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(S. African)

 a traditional circular African dwelling with a conical thatched roof.




2.
 


(S. African)

 a building based on the design of a rondavel, used as a guest room, storeroom, or vacation cottage.











– origin

 from Afrikaans 
rondawel

 .





rond de jambe

 
/ˌrän də ˈZHämb/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a circular movement of the leg that can be performed on the ground or during a jump.











– origin

 French.





ronde

 
/ränd/





I.
 
noun




a dance in which the dancers move in a circle.











– origin

 1930s: French, feminine of 
rond

 ‘round.’






rondeau

 
/ˈrändō/





I.
 
noun




a thirteen-line poem, divided into three stanzas of 5, 3, and 5 lines, with only two rhymes throughout and with the opening words of the first line used as a refrain at the end of the second and third stanzas.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: French, later form of 
rondel

 (see rondel
 ).






rondel

 
/ˈrändl ˌränˈdel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rondeau, especially one of three stanzas of thirteen or fourteen lines, with the first two lines of the opening quatrain recurring at the end of the second quatrain and the concluding sestet.




2.
 
a circular object




•
 
at the point where these paths join there is a rondel with a fountain.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
rond

 ‘round’; compare with roundel
 .





rondo

 
/ˈränˌdō/





I.
 
noun




a musical form with a recurring leading theme, often found in the final movement of a sonata or concerto.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, from French 
rondeau

 (see rondeau
 ).





Rongelap

 
/ˈräNGəˌlap/






an atoll in the western Pacific, in the northern Marshall Islands at the northwestern end of the Ratak group, east of Bikini. It was evacuated in the 1980s because of contamination from 1950s nuclear tests at Eniwetok.









ronin

 
/ˈrōnən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in feudal Japan) a wandering samurai who had no lord or master.











– origin

 Japanese.






Röntgen, Wilhelm Conrad

 
/ˈrentɡən, ˈrenCHən/






(1845–1923), German physicist; the discoverer of X-rays. Nobel Prize for Physics (1901).









roo

 
/ro͞o/





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a kangaroo.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: shortened form.





rood

 
/ro͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crucifix, especially one positioned above the rood screen of a church or on a beam over the entrance to the chancel.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a measure of land area equal to a quarter of an acre.











– origin

 Old English 
rōd

 ; related to Dutch 
roede

 and German 
Rute

 ‘rod.’






rood screen






noun




a screen, typically of richly carved wood or stone, separating the nave from the chancel of a church. Rood screens are found throughout western Europe and date chiefly from the 14th–16th centuries.














roof

 
/ro͞of ro͝of/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the structure forming the upper covering of a building or vehicle.




2.
 
the top inner surface of a covered area or space; the ceiling




•
 
the roof of the cave fell in.










3.
 
used to signify a house or other building, especially in the context of hospitality or shelter




•
 
helping those without 
a roof over their heads






•
 
they slept 
under the same roof

 .










4.
 
(
roof of the mouth

 )
 — the palate.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be roofed

 )


1.
 
cover with a roof




•
 
the yard had been roughly 
roofed over

 with corrugated iron.










2.
 
function as the roof of




•
 
fan vaults roof these magnificent buildings.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go through the roof

 

‹informal›






a.
 
(of prices or figures) reach extreme or unexpected heights.




b.
 
another way of saying hit the roof
 .









2.
 
hit the roof








‹informal›

 suddenly become very angry.









3.
 
raise the roof






see raise
 .









4.
 
the roof of the world






a nickname given to the Himalayas.












IV.
 
derivatives





roofless

 
/ˈro͞ofləs ˈro͝ofləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hrōf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
hróf

 ‘boat shed,’ Dutch 
roef

 ‘deckhouse.’ English alone has the general sense ‘covering of a house’; other Germanic languages use forms related to 
thatch

 .





roofer

 
/ˈro͞ofər ˈro͝ofər/






noun




a person who constructs or repairs roofs.













roof garden






noun




a garden on the flat roof of a building.













roofing

 
/ˈro͞ofiNG ˈro͝ofiNG/






noun



1.
 
material for constructing a building's roof




•
 
a house with corrugated tin roofing.










2.
 
the process of constructing a roof or roofs




•
 
jobs such as roofing.



















roof light

 
/ˈro͞of ˌlīt ˈro͝of ˌlīt/






noun



1.
 
a window panel built into a roof to admit light.




2.
 
a small interior light on the ceiling of a motor vehicle.




3.
 
a flashing warning light on the top of a police car or other emergency vehicle.













roofline

 
/ˈro͞ofˌlīn, ˈro͝of-/






noun




the design or proportions of the roof of a building or vehicle.














roof prism






noun



1.
 
a reflecting prism in which the reflecting surface is in two parts that are angled like the two sides of a pitched roof.

Compare with porro prism
 .




2.
 
(also 
roof-prism binoculars

 ) (
roof prisms

 )
 — a pair of binoculars using two roof prisms, resulting in an instrument with parallel sides and objective lenses that are the same distance apart as the eyepieces.













roof rack






noun




a framework for carrying luggage or equipment on the roof of a vehicle.














roof rat






noun




another term for black rat
 .













rooftop

 
/ˈro͞ofˌtäp ˈro͝ofˌtäp/





I.
 
noun




the outer surface of a building's roof.








II.
 
phrases





shout something from the rooftops






see shout
 .

















rooftree

 
/ˈro͞ofˌtrē, ˈro͝of-/






noun




the ridgepole of a roof.














rooibos

 
/ˈroibäs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(S. African)

 an evergreen South African shrub of the pea family.

[Genus 
Aspalathus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
(
rooibos tea

 )
 — 

(S. African)

 an infusion of the leaves of the rooibos plant, drunk as tea.

Also called red tea
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Afrikaans, literally ‘red bush.’






rook1


 
/ro͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a gregarious Eurasian crow with black plumage and a bare face, nesting in colonies in treetops.

[
Corvus frugilegus

 , family 
Corvidae

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 take money from (someone) by cheating, defrauding, or overcharging them.











– origin

 Old English 
hrōc

 , probably imitative and of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
roek

 .






rook2


 
/ro͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a chess piece, typically with its top in the shape of a battlement, that can move in any direction along a rank or file on which it stands. Each player starts the game with two rooks at opposite ends of the first rank.

See also castle
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rock

 , based on Arabic 
ruḵḵ

 (of which the sense remains uncertain).





rookery

 
/ˈro͝okərē/






noun



1.
 
a breeding colony of rooks, typically seen as a collection of nests high in a clump of trees.




2.
 
a breeding colony of seabirds (especially penguins), seals, or turtles.




3.
 
a dense collection of housing, especially in a slum area.













rookie

 
/ˈro͝okē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a new recruit, especially in the army or police


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a rookie cop.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a member of an athletic team in his or her first full season in that sport.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of recruit
 , influenced by rook
 1
 .





room

 
/ro͞om ro͝om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
space that can be occupied or where something can be done, especially viewed in terms of whether there is enough




•
 
there's only room for a single bed in there




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she was trapped without room to move.










2.
 
opportunity or scope for something to happen or be done, especially without causing trouble or damage




•
 
there is plenty of room for disagreement in this controversial area




•
 
there is 
room for improvement

 .










3.
 
a part or division of a building enclosed by walls, floor, and ceiling




•
 
he wandered from room to room.










4.
 
(
rooms

 )
 — a set of rooms, typically rented, in which a person, couple, or family live




•
 
my rooms at Mrs. Jenks's house.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the people present in a room




•
 
the whole room burst into an uproar of approval.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 share a room or house or apartment, especially a rented one at a college or similar institution




•
 
I was rooming with my cousin.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 provide with a shared room or lodging




•
 
they roomed us together.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get a room






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go somewhere private (used as a humorous or mildly disapproving comment on a public display of extremely affectionate or amorous behavior between a couple)




•
 
seriously you two, just get a room!















2.
 
make room






move aside or move something aside to allow someone to enter or pass or to clear space for something




•
 
the secretary entered with the coffee tray and made room for it on the desk.















3.
 
no (or not) room to swing a cat








‹humorous›

 used in reference to a very confined space.

[
cat

 in the sense ‘cat-o'-nine-tails.’]









4.
 
smoke-filled room






used to refer to political bargaining or decision-making that is conducted privately by a small group of influential people rather than more openly or democratically.












IV.
 
derivatives





roomed

 
/ro͞omd ro͝omd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a four-roomed house

























– origin

 Old English 
rūm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ruim

 , German 
Raum

 .





room and board






noun




lodging and food, typically forming part of someone's wages or included in some other agreement.













roomer

 
/ˈro͞omər ˈro͝omər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a renter of a room in another person's house.













roomette

 
/ro͞oˈmet ro͝oˈmet/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a private single compartment in a railroad sleeping car.













roomful

 
/ˈro͞omˌfo͝ol ˈro͝omˌfo͝ol/






noun




as much or as many as fit in a room




•
 
I introduced a whole roomful of people to this wine last night.



















roomie

 
/ˈro͞omē ˈro͝omē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a roommate.













rooming house

 
/ˈro͞omiNG ˌhous/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a private house in which rooms are rented for living or staying temporarily.













roommate

 
/ˈro͞omˌmāt ˈro͝omˌmāt/






noun



1.
 
a person occupying the same room as another.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person occupying the same apartment or house as another.













room service






noun




service provided in a hotel allowing guests to order food and drink to be brought to their rooms.













room temperature






noun




a comfortable ambient temperature, generally taken as about 70°F.













roomy

 
/ˈro͞omē ˈro͝omē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of accommodations) having plenty of room; spacious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
roomily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
roominess

 
/ˈro͞omēnis ˈro͝omēnis /






noun





















Rooney, Mickey

 
/ˈro͞onē/






(1920–2014), US actor; born 
Joseph Yule, Jr.

 He played the title role in 16 Andy Hardy movies over a period of 20 years. Other notable movies: 
Babes in Arms

 (1939), 
The Human Comedy

 (1943), 
National Velvet

 (1944), and 
The Black Stallion

 (1979).









Roosevelt, Eleanor

 
/ˈrōzəˌvelt, -vəlt/






(1884–1962), US first lady 1933–45, humanitarian, and diplomat; full name 
Anna Eleanor Roosevelt

 . The niece of Theodore Roosevelt, she married Franklin D. Roosevelt (a fifth cousin, once removed) in 1905. Involved in a wide range of liberal causes, she served as chair of the UN Commission on Human Rights, where she helped to draft the Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.










Roosevelt, Franklin Delano






(1882–1945), 32nd president of the US 1933–45; known as 
FDR

 . His New Deal programs of the 1930s helped to lift the US out of the Great Depression, and he played an important part in Allied policy during World War II. A Democrat and a victim of polio, he was the only president to be elected to a third (and then a fourth) term in office.










Roosevelt, Theodore






(1858–1919), 26th president of the US 1901–09; nicknamed 
Teddy Roosevelt

 . He was responsible for initiating many antitrust laws, and he successfully engineered the US bid to build the Panama Canal (1904–14). He also negotiated the end of the Russo-Japanese War in 1905. The teddy bear is named for him, with reference to his bear-hunting. Nobel Peace Prize (1906).









Roosevelt Island

 
/ˌrōzəvelt ˈīlənd/






a residential island in the East River in New York City, between Manhattan and Queens.









roost

 
/ro͞ost/





I.
 
noun




a place where birds regularly settle or congregate to rest at night, or where bats congregate to rest in the day.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird or bat) settle or congregate for rest or sleep




•
 
migrating martins and swallows were settling to roost.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come home to roost






(of an action, scheme, etc.) recoil unfavorably upon the originator




•
 
ensuring that the liability does not come home to roost.















2.
 
rule the roost






see rule
 .















– origin

 Old English 
hrōst

 , related to Dutch 
roest

 ; of unknown ultimate origin.





rooster

 
/ˈro͞ostər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a male domestic fowl; a cock.













rooster tail






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the spray of water thrown up behind a speedboat or surfboard.














root1


 
/ro͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a plant that attaches it to the ground or to a support, typically underground, conveying water and nourishment to the rest of the plant via numerous branches and fibers




•
 
cacti have deep and spreading roots




•
 
a tree root.










2.
 
the persistent underground part of a plant, especially when fleshy and enlarged and used as a vegetable, e.g., a turnip or carrot.




3.
 
any plant grown for its edible root.




4.
 
the embedded part of a bodily organ or structure such as a hair, tooth, or nail




•
 
her hair was fairer at the roots.










5.
 
the part of a thing attaching it to a greater or more fundamental whole; the end or base




•
 
a little lever near the root of the barrel.










6.
 
the basic cause, source, or origin of something




•
 
love of money is the root of all evil




•
 
jealousy was at the root of it




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the root cause of the problem.










7.
 
the essential substance or nature of something




•
 
matters at the heart and root of existence.










8.
 
(
roots

 )
 — family, ethnic, or cultural origins, especially as the reasons for one's long-standing emotional attachment to a place or community




•
 
it's always nice to return to my roots.










9.
 
(as 
adj.

 
roots

 )
 — denoting or relating to something, especially music, from a particular ethnic or cultural origin, especially a non-Western one




•
 
roots music.










10.
 
(in biblical use) a scion; a descendant




•
 
the root of David.










11.
 


[Linguistics]

 a morpheme, not necessarily surviving as a word in itself, from which words have been made by the addition of prefixes or suffixes or by other modification




•
 
many European words stem from this linguistic root




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the root form of the word.










12.
 


[Music]

 the fundamental note of a chord.




13.
 


[Mathematics]

 a number or quantity that when multiplied by itself, typically a specified number of times, gives a specified number or quantity




•
 
find the cube root of the result.










14.
 
short for square root
 .




15.
 
a value of an unknown quantity satisfying a given equation




•
 
the roots of the equation differ by an integer.










16.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 a user account with full and unrestricted access to a system




•
 
make sure that these files can only be accessed by the root user




•
 
I need to log in as root on my system to resolve an issue.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a plant or cutting) to grow roots




•
 
root your own cuttings from stock plants.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant or cutting) establish roots




•
 
large trees had rooted in the canal bank.










3.
 
(usu. 
be rooted

 )
 — establish deeply and firmly




•
 
vegetarianism is 
rooted in

 Indian culture.










4.
 
(
be rooted in

 )
 — have as an origin or cause




•
 
the Latin 
dubitare

 is rooted in an Indo-European word.










5.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
rooted

 )
 — cause (someone) to stand immobile through fear or amazement




•
 
she found herself 
rooted to the spot

 in disbelief.










6.
 


[Computing]

 gain access to the root account of (a smartphone or computer)




•
 
we explained how to manually root almost any Android device.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at root






basically; fundamentally




•
 
it is a moral question at root.















2.
 
put down roots





a.
 
(of a plant) begin to draw nourishment from the soil through its roots.




b.
 
(of a person) begin to have a settled life in a particular place.









3.
 
root and branch






used to express the thorough or radical nature of a process or operation




•
 
root and branch reform of personal taxation.















4.
 
strike at the root (or roots) of






affect in a vital area with potentially destructive results




•
 
the proposals struck at the roots of community life.















5.
 
take root





a.
 
(of a plant) begin to grow and draw nourishment from the soil through its roots.




b.
 
become fixed or established




•
 
the idea had taken root in my mind.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





root something out





a.
 
(also 
root something up

 )
 — dig or pull up a plant by the roots.




b.
 
find and get rid of someone or something regarded as pernicious or dangerous




•
 
a campaign to root out corruption.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rootedness

 
/ˈro͞odədnəs /






noun













2.
 
rootlet

 
/ˈro͞otlət /






noun













3.
 
rootlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













4.
 
rooty






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
rōt

 , from Old Norse 
rót

 ; related to Latin 
radix

 , also to wort
 .






root2


 
/ro͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal) turn up the ground with its snout in search of food




•
 
stray dogs rooting around for bones and scraps.










2.
 
search unsystematically through an untidy mass or area; rummage




•
 
she was rooting through a pile of papers.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
root something out

 )
 — find or extract something by rummaging




•
 
he managed to root out the cleaning kit.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of rooting




•
 
I have a root through the open drawers.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
root for








‹informal›

 support or hope for the success of (a person or group entering a contest or undertaking a challenge)




•
 
the whole of this club is rooting for him.















2.
 
root someone on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 cheer or spur someone on




•
 
his mother rooted him on enthusiastically from ringside.





















– origin

 Old English 
wrōtan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old English 
wrōt

 ‘snout,’ German 
Rüssel

 ‘snout,’ and perhaps ultimately to Latin 
rodere

 ‘gnaw.’





rootball

 
/ˈro͞otˌbôl, ˈro͝ot- /

 
root ball






noun




the mass formed by the roots of a plant and the soil surrounding them.













root beer






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an effervescent drink made from an extract of the roots and bark of certain plants.













root canal






noun



1.
 
the pulp-filled cavity in the root of a tooth.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a procedure to replace infected pulp in a root canal with an inert material.













root cellar






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a domestic cellar used for storing root vegetables.













root crop

 
/ro͞ot ro͝ot kräp/






noun




a crop that is a root vegetable or other root, e.g., sugar beet.













root directory






noun






[Computing]

 the directory at the highest level of a hierarchy.













rooter

 
/ˈro͞odər ˈro͝odər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a supporter or fan of a sports team or player.













root fly






noun




a dark slender fly whose larvae may cause serious damage to the roots of crops.

[Family 
Anthomyiidae

 : many genera and species, including the 
cabbage root fly

 .]













root hair

 
/ro͞ot ro͝ot he(ə)r/






noun






[Botany]

 each of a large number of elongated microscopic outgrowths from the outer layer of cells in a root, absorbing moisture and nutrients from the soil.













rootin'-tootin'

 
/ˌro͞otnˈto͞otn/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 brashly or boisterously enthusiastic




•
 
their rootin'-tootin' summer adventures.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: reduplication of 
rooting

 in the sense ‘inquisitive,’ an early dialect sense of the compound.





rootkit

 
/ˈro͞otˌkit/






noun






[Computing]

 a set of software tools that enable an unauthorized user to gain control of a computer system without being detected.













root-knot

 
/ˈro͝otˌnät/






noun




a disease of cultivated flowers and vegetables caused by eelworm infestation, resulting in galls on the roots.

[The eelworms belong to the genus 
Meloidogyne

 , class 
Nematoda

 .]













rootle

 
/ˈro͞odl ˈro͝odl/





I.
 
verb






(Brit.)

 informal term for root
 2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: frequentative of root
 2
 .





rootless

 
/ˈro͞otləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no settled home or social or family ties




•
 
a rootless nomad.










2.
 
(of a plant) not having roots




•
 
a rootless flowering plant.














II.
 
derivatives





rootlessness

 
/ˈro͞otləsnəs /






noun





















root mean square






noun






[Mathematics]

 the square root of the arithmetic mean of the squares of a set of values, used as a measure of the typical magnitude of a set of numbers, regardless of their sign.













root run






noun




the space over which the roots of a plant extend.













root sign

 
/ˈro͞ot ˌsīn ˈro͝ot ˌsīn/






noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for radical sign
 .













roots music






noun




music springing from and identified with a particular culture, typically that of the West Indies.













rootstock

 
/ˈro͞otˌstäk ˈro͝otˌstäk/






noun



1.
 
a rhizome.




2.
 
a plant onto which another variety is grafted.




3.
 
a primary form or source from which offshoots have arisen




•
 
the rootstock of all post-Triassic ammonites.



















rootsy

 
/ˈro͞otsē ˈro͝otsē/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of music) uncommercialized and full-blooded, especially showing traditional or ethnic origins.













root vegetable

 
/ro͞ot ro͝ot ˈvejtəbəl ˈvəjədəbəl/






noun




the fleshy enlarged root of a plant used as a vegetable, e.g., a carrot, rutabaga, or beet.













rootworm

 
/ˈro͞otˌwərm/






noun




an insect larva that feeds on the roots of plants.













ropa vieja

 
/ˌrōpə vēˈāhə/





I.
 
noun




a Cuban dish of shredded beef stewed in a tomato-based sauce




•
 
the ropa vieja was tender and delicious, as were the side dishes.

















– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘old clothes.’






rope

 
/rōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of strong cord made by twisting together strands of natural fibers such as hemp or artificial fibers such as polypropylene.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a lasso.




3.
 
(
the rope

 )
 — used in reference to execution by hanging




•
 
executions by the rope continued well into the twentieth century.










4.
 
(
the ropes

 )
 — the ropes enclosing a boxing or wrestling ring.




5.
 
a quantity of roughly spherical objects such as onions or pearls strung together




•
 
a 
rope of

 pearls.










6.
 
(
the ropes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the established procedures in an organization or area of activity




•
 
I want you to 
show her the ropes






•
 
new boys were expected to 
learn the ropes

 from the old hands.







[mid 19th cent.: with reference to ropes used in sailing.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch, fasten, or secure with rope




•
 
the calves must be roped and led out of the stockade




•
 
the climbers were all roped together.










2.
 
(
rope someone in/into

 )
 — persuade someone to take part in (an activity)




•
 
anyone who could play an instrument or sing in tune was roped in.










3.
 
(
rope something off

 )
 — enclose or separate an area with a rope or tape




•
 
police roped off the area of the find.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Climbing]

 (of a party of climbers) connect each other together with a rope




•
 
we stopped at the foot of the Cavales Ridge and 
roped up

 .










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
rope down/up

 )
 — 

[Climbing]

 climb down or up using a rope




•
 
the party had been roping down a hanging glacier.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the end of one's rope






see end
 .









2.
 
give a man enough rope and he will hang himself








‹proverb›

 given enough freedom of action a person will bring about their own downfall.









3.
 
on the rope








[Climbing]

 roped together




•
 
the technique of moving together on the rope.















4.
 
on the ropes





a.
 


[Boxing]

 forced against the ropes by the opponent's attack.




b.
 
in state of near collapse or defeat




•
 
behind the apparent success the company was on the ropes.


















IV.
 
derivatives





roper






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rāp

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
reep

 and German 
Reif

 .





rope-a-dope

 
/ˈrōpəˌdōp/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a boxing tactic of pretending to be trapped against the ropes, goading an opponent to throw tiring ineffective punches.











– origin

 1970s: coined by Muhammad Ali, referring to a tactic in a boxing match with George Foreman.





rope ladder

 
/ˈrōp ˌladər/






noun




two parallel ropes connected by short crosspieces, typically made of wood or metal, used as a ladder.













rope's end

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun




a short piece of rope used for flogging, especially on ships.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flog (someone) with a rope's end.













ropewalk

 
/ˈrōpwôk/






noun






‹historical›

 a long building or piece of ground where ropes are made.













ropewalker

 
/ˈrōpˌwôkər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a performer on a tightrope.








II.
 
derivatives





ropewalking

 
/ˈrōpˌwôkiNG /






noun





















ropeway

 
/ˈrōpˌwā/






noun




a transportation system for materials or people, used especially in mines or mountainous areas, in which cars are suspended from moving cables driven by a motor.













rope yarn






noun




loosely twisted fibers used for making the strands of rope.













roping

 
/ˈrōpiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of catching or securing something with ropes




•
 
calf roping.










2.
 
ropes collectively.













ropy

 
/ˈrōpē /

 
ropey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling a rope in being long, strong, and fibrous




•
 
the ropy roots of the old tree.










2.
 
(of a liquid) resembling a rope in forming viscous or gelatinous threads




•
 
his spit was thick and ropey as he spat.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 poor in quality or health; inferior




•
 
a portrait by a pretty ropy artist.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ropily

 
/ˈrōpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
ropiness






noun





















roque

 
/rōk/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a form of croquet played on a hard court surrounded by a bank.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of roquet
 .





Roquefort

 
/ˈrōkfərt/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a soft blue cheese made from ewes' milk. It is ripened in limestone caves and has a strong flavor.











– origin

 from the name of a village in southern France.






roquet

 
/rōˈkā /

 

‹Croquet›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (another ball) with one's own




•
 
once you roquet a ball, you can hit it where you please.














II.
 
noun




an act of roqueting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently an arbitrary alteration of the verb croquet
 , originally used in the same sense.





roquette

 
/rōˈket/





I.
 
noun




another term for rocket
 2
 .











– origin

 French.





ro-ro

 
/ˈrō ˌrō/





I.
 
abbreviation




roll-on roll-off.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.






rorqual

 
/ˈrôrkwəl/





I.
 
noun




a baleen whale of streamlined appearance with pleated skin on the underside.

[Family 
Balaenopteridae

 : two genera and six species, including the 
common rorqual

 (or fin whale).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French from Norwegian 
røyrkval

 , from Old Norse 
reythr

 , the specific name, + 
hvalr

 ‘whale.’






Rorschach test

 
/ˈrôrˌSHäk ˌtest/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 a type of projective test used in psychoanalysis, in which a standard set of symmetrical ink blots of different shapes and colors is presented one by one to the subject, who is asked to describe what they suggest or resemble.











– origin

 1920s: named after Hermann 
Rorschach

 (1884–1922), Swiss psychiatrist.





rort

 
/rôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a fraudulent or dishonest act or practice




•
 
a tax rort.










2.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a wild party.











– origin

 1930s: back-formation from rorty
 .






rorty

 
/ˈrôrdē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 boisterous and high-spirited.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





rosace

 
/rōˈzās, rōˈzäs/





I.
 
noun




an ornamentation resembling a rose, in particular a rose window.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
rosaceus

 ‘roselike’ (see rosaceous
 ).





rosacea

 
/rōˈzāSH(ē)ə /

 
acne rosacea





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which certain facial blood vessels enlarge, giving the cheeks and nose a flushed appearance.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, feminine of 
rosaceus

 in the sense ‘rose-colored.’






rosaceous

 
/rōˈzāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the rose family (
Rosaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
Rosaceae

 (based on Latin 
rosa

 ‘rose’) + -ous
 .





rosaniline

 
/rōˈzanələn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a reddish-brown synthetic compound that is a base used in making a number of red dyes, notably fuchsin.

[A triphenylmethane derivative; chem. formula: C20
 H19
 N3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from rose
 1
 + aniline
 .





rosarian

 
/ˌrōˈzerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who cultivates roses, especially as an occupation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
rosarium

 ‘rose garden, rosary’ + -an
 .





Rosario

 
/rōˈsärēō/






an inland port on the Paraná River in east central Argentina; pop. 923,800 (est. 2005).









rosarium

 
/ˌrōˈzerēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a rose garden.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin (see rosary
 ).






rosary

 
/ˈrōz(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a form of devotion in which five (or fifteen) decades of Hail Marys are repeated, each decade preceded by an Our Father and followed by a Glory Be




•
 
the congregation said the rosary.










2.
 
a string of beads for keeping count in a rosary or in the devotions of some other religions.




3.
 
a book containing a rosary.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rose garden’): from Latin 
rosarium

 ‘rose garden,’ based on 
rosa

 ‘rose.’






rosary pea






noun



1.
 
a tropical plant of the pea family that produces extremely poisonous, shiny, scarlet beans with a black eye.

[Genus 
Abrus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
A. precatorius

 .]




2.
 
the beans of the rosary pea plant.













roscoe

 
/ˈräskō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a gun, especially a pistol or revolver.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the surname 
Roscoe

 .





Roscommon

 
/räsˈkämən/





I.
 
a county in the north central part of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Connacht; pop. 58,768 (2006).




II.
 
the county town of Roscommon; pop. 5,017 (2006).










rose1


 
/rōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a prickly bush or shrub that typically bears red, pink, yellow, or white fragrant flowers, native to north temperate regions. Numerous hybrids and cultivars have been developed and are widely grown as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Rosa

 , family 
Rosaceae

 (the 
rose family

 ). This large family includes most temperate fruits (apple, plum, peach, cherry, blackberry, strawberry) as well as the hawthorns, rowans, potentillas, and avens.]




2.
 
the flower of a rose bush




•
 
he sent her a dozen red roses




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a rose garden.










3.
 
used in names of other plants whose flowers resemble roses, e.g., 
rose of Sharon

 .




4.
 
used in similes and comparisons in reference to the rose flower's beauty or its typical rich red color




•
 
she looked as beautiful as a rose.










5.
 
[often with 
negative

 ] (
roses

 )
 — used to express favorable circumstances or ease of success




•
 
all is not roses in the firm today.










6.
 
a thing representing or resembling the flower, in particular




7.
 
a stylized representation of the flower in heraldry or decoration, typically with five petals (especially as a national emblem of England)




•
 
the Tudor rose.










8.
 
short for compass rose
 .




9.
 
short for rose window
 .




10.
 
a perforated cap attached to a shower, the spout of a watering can, or the end of a hose to produce a spray.




11.
 
a warm pink or light crimson color




•
 
the rose and gold of dawn




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the 100% cotton line is available in 
rose pink

 and ocean blue




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
leaves with 
rose-red

 margins.










12.
 
(usu. 
roses

 )
 — used in reference to a rosy complexion, especially that of a young woman




•
 
the fresh air will soon put the roses back in her cheeks.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 make rosy




•
 
a warm flush now rosed her hitherto blue cheeks.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bed of roses






see bed
 .









2.
 
come up roses






(of a situation) develop in a very favorable way




•
 
new boyfriend, successful career—everything was coming up roses.















3.
 
under the rose








‹archaic›

 in confidence; under pledge of secrecy.

See also sub rosa
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





roselike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rōse

 , of Germanic origin, from Latin 
rosa

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
rose

 .





rose2


 
/rōz/






past of rise
 .









rosé

 
/rōˈzā/





I.
 
noun




any light pink wine, colored by only brief contact with red grape skins.











– origin

 French, literally ‘pink.’





Rose, Pete

 
/rōz/






(1941–), US baseball player and manager; full name 
Peter Edward Rose

 ; nickname 
Charlie Hustle

 . He played for the Cincinnati Reds 1963–78, the Philadelphia Phillies 1979–83, the Montreal Expos 1984, and the Reds again 1984–86. From 1984 until 1988, he also managed the Reds. He holds the major league record for hits with 4,256. In 1989, amid allegations of betting on baseball games, he was suspended permanently from baseball.









rose apple






noun



1.
 
a tropical evergreen tree cultivated for its foliage and fragrant fruit.

[Genus 
Syzygium

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species, in particular the Southeast Asian 
S. jambos

 .]




2.
 
the spherical white rose-scented fruit of the rose apple.













roseate

 
/ˈrōzēət ˈrōzēˌāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rose-colored




•
 
the early, roseate light.










2.
 
used in names of birds with partly pink plumage, e.g., 
roseate tern

 , 
roseate spoonbill

 .




3.
 
optimistic; promising good fortune




•
 
his letters home give a very good, although somewhat too roseate, idea of how he lived.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
roseus

 ‘rosy’ (from 
rosa

 ‘rose’) + -ate
 2
 .





Roseau

 
/rōˈzō/






the capital of Dominica in the Caribbean; pop. 14,000 (est. 2007).









rosebay

 
/ˈrōzˌbā/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a rhododendron.

[Genus 
Rhododendron

 , family 
Ericaceae

 : several species, including the 
great rhododendron

 (
R. maximum

 ) of eastern North America.]




2.
 
(also 
rosebay willow herb

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 the pink-flowered willow herb 
Epilobium angustifolium

 , a common fireweed.













rose-breasted grosbeak






noun




a North American grosbeak, the male of which is black and white with a pinkish-red breast patch.

[
Pheucticus ludovicianus

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Cardinalinae

 ).]













rosebud

 
/ˈrōzˌbəd/






noun




an unopened flower of a rose.













rose chafer

 
/rōz ˈCHāfər/






noun




a brilliant green or copper-colored day-flying chafer (beetle) that feeds on roses and other flowers. The larvae typically live in rotting timber.

[Genus 
Marodactylus

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 : three species.]














rose-colored

 
/ˈrōzˌkələrd/






adjective



1.
 
of a warm pink color




•
 
rose-colored silks.










2.
 
used in reference to a naively optimistic or unrealistic viewpoint




•
 
you are still 
seeing

 the profession 
through rose-colored glasses

 .



















rose diamond






noun




a hemispherical diamond with the curved part cut in triangular facets.













rosefish

 
/ˈrōzˌfiSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the redfish of the North Atlantic (
Sebastes marinus

 ).













rose geranium






noun




a pink-flowered pelargonium with fragrant leaves.

[
Pelargonium graveolens

 , family 
Geraniaceae

 .]













rosella

 
/rōˈzelə/





I.
 
noun




an Australian parakeet with vivid green, red, yellow, or blue plumage.

[Genus 
Platycercus

 , family 
Psittacidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of 
Rosehill

 , New South Wales, where the bird was first found.





rose madder






noun




a pale shade of pink.













rosemaling

 
/ˈrōzəˌmäliNG, ˈrōsə-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the art, originating in Norway, of painting wooden furniture and objects with flower motifs.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 painted flower motifs originating in Norway.








II.
 
derivatives





rosemaled

 
/-ˌmäld, -ˌmält /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from Norwegian, literally ‘rose painting.’






rose mallow






noun




a plant of the mallow family with typically large pink or white flowers, several species of which are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Hibiscus

 , family 
Malvaceae

 : many species, including the showy pink-flowered 
swamp rose mallow

 (
H. palustris

 ), found esp. in coastal marshes of the eastern US.]













rosemary

 
/ˈrōzˌmerē/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen aromatic shrub of the mint family, native to southern Europe. The narrow leaves are used as a culinary herb, in perfumery, and as an emblem of remembrance.

[
Rosmarinus officinalis

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English 
rosmarine

 , based on Latin 
ros marinus

 , from 
ros

 ‘dew’ + 
marinus

 ‘of the sea.’ The spelling change was due to association with rose
 1
 and Mary
 1
 .





Rosemead

 
/ˈrōzmēd/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 54,412 (est. 2008).









Rosenberg

 
/ˈrōzənˌbərɡ/






US husband and wife spy team. 
Julius

 (1918–53) and 
Ethel Greenglass

 (1915–53) were Communist Party members who were tried and convicted of espionage in 1951. They were executed in 1953.









rose of Jericho






noun




an annual desert plant whose dead branches fold inward around the mature seeds forming a ball that is blown about, native to North Africa and the Middle East.

[
Anastatica hierochuntica

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













rose of Sharon

 
/rōz əv ə ˈSHerən/






noun



1.
 
a shrub of the mallow family, with rose, lavender, or white flowers.

[
Hibiscus syriacus

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]




2.
 
a St. John's wort with dense foliage and large golden-yellow flowers, native to southeastern Europe and Asia Minor and widely cultivated for ground cover.

Also called Aaron's beard
 . [
Hypericum calycinum

 , family 
Guttiferae

 .]




3.
 
(in biblical use) a flowering plant of unknown identity.













roseola

 
/ˌrōzēˈōlə rōˈzēələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a rose-colored rash occurring in measles, typhoid fever, syphilis, and some other diseases.




2.
 
(in full 
roseola infantum

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 a disease of young children in which a fever is followed by a rash, caused by a herpes virus.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern variant of rubeola
 , from Latin 
roseus

 ‘rose-colored.’





rose quartz






noun




a translucent pink variety of quartz.













rose-tinted

 
/ˈrōzˌtin(t)əd/






adjective




another term for rose-colored
 .













Rosetta Stone

 
/rōˌzedə ˈstōn/





I.
 
an inscribed stone found near Rosetta on the western mouth of the Nile in 1799. Its text is written in three scripts: hieroglyphic, demotic, and Greek. The deciphering of the hieroglyphs by Jean-François Champollion in 1822 led to the interpretation of many other early records of Egyptian civilization.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Rosetta stone

 )
 — a key to some previously undecipherable mystery or unattainable understanding.









rosette

 
/rōˈzet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rose-shaped decoration, typically made of ribbon and awarded to winners of a competition.




2.
 
a design, arrangement, or growth resembling a rose, in particular




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a carved or molded ornament resembling or representing a rose.




4.
 


[Biology]

 a marking or group of markings resembling a rose.




5.
 
a roselike cluster of parts, especially a radiating arrangement of horizontally spreading leaves at the base of a low-growing plant.




6.
 
a rose diamond.








II.
 
derivatives





rosetted

 
/rōˈzetəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
rose

 (see rose
 1
 ).





Roseville

 
/ˈrōzˌvil/





I.
 
a city in northeastern California, northeast of Sacramento; pop. 112,660 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southeastern Michigan, northeast of Detroit; pop. 46,782 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in southeastern Minnesota, north of St. Paul; pop. 32,815 (est. 2008).









rose water






noun




water scented with rose petals, used as a perfume and for culinary purposes, and formerly in medicinal preparations.














rose window

 
/rōz ˈwindō/






noun




a circular window with mullions or tracery radiating in a form suggestive of a rose.













rosewood

 
/ˈrōzˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
fragrant close-grained tropical timber with a distinctive fragrance, used particularly for making furniture and musical instruments.




2.
 
the tree that produces rosewood.

[Genus 
Dalbergia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, including 
Indian rosewood

 (
D. sissoo

 ), which is often cultivated in warm areas as an ornamental.]




3.
 
used in names of other trees that yield timber similar to rosewood.














Rosh Hashanah

 
/ˌrōSH (h)əˈSHōnə ˌrōSH (h)əˈSHänə ˌräSH (h)əˈSHänə ˌrä (h)əˈSHänə /

 
Rosh Hashana





I.
 
noun




the Jewish New Year festival, held on the first (also sometimes the second) day of Tishri (in September). It is marked by the blowing of the shofar, and begins the ten days of penitence culminating in Yom Kippur.











– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘head (i.e., beginning) of the year.’





roshi

 
/ˈrōSHē/





I.
 
noun




the spiritual leader of a community of Zen Buddhist monks.











– origin

 Japanese.





Rosicrucian

 
/ˌrōzəˈkro͞oSHən ˌräzəˈkro͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a secretive 17th- and 18th-century society devoted to the study of metaphysical, mystical, and alchemical lore. An anonymous pamphlet of 1614 about a mythical 15th-century knight called Christian Rosenkreuz is said to have launched the movement.




2.
 
a member of any of a number of later organizations deriving from this.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Rosicrucians.








III.
 
derivatives





Rosicrucianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from modern Latin 
rosa crucis

 (or 
crux

 ), Latinization of German 
Rosenkreuz

 , + -ian
 .






rosin

 
/ˈräzən/





I.
 
noun




resin, especially the solid amber residue obtained after the distillation of crude turpentine oleoresin, or of naphtha extract from pine stumps. It is used in adhesives, varnishes, and inks and for treating the bows of stringed instruments.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub (something, especially the bow of a stringed instrument) with rosin.








III.
 
derivatives





rosiny






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
rosina

 , from Latin 
resina

 (see resin
 ).





rosolio

 
/rōˈzōlēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a sweet cordial made in Italy from alcohol, raisins, sugar, rose petals, cloves, and cinnamon.











– origin

 Italian, from modern Latin 
ros solis

 ‘dew of the sun.’





Ross, Betsy






(1752–1836), US patriot and seamstress; full name 
Elizabeth Griscom Ross

 . She is traditionally credited with having made the first flag of the US in June 1776.









Ross, Diana






(1944–), US pop and soul singer. Originally the lead singer of the Supremes, she went on to become a successful solo artist. She portrayed Billie Holiday in the movie 
Lady Sings the Blues

 (1972).










Ross, Sir James Clark






(1800–62), British explorer. He discovered the north magnetic pole in 1831 and, while heading an expedition to the Antarctic from 1839 to 1843, also discovered Ross Island, Ross Dependency, and the Ross Sea.









Ross, Sir John






(1777–1856), British explorer. He led an expedition to Baffin Bay in 1818 and another in search of the Northwest Passage between 1829 and 1833.









Ross, Sir Ronald






(1857–1932), British physician. He confirmed that the 
Anopheles

 mosquito transmitted malaria and then elucidated the stages in the malarial parasite's life cycle. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1902).









Ross Dependency





I.
 
the part of Antarctica that lies south of latitude 60° south between longitudes 150° and 160° west that is administered by New Zealand.







– origin

 named after J. C. 
Ross

 (see Ross, Sir James Clark
 ).





Rossellini, Roberto

 
/ˌrôsəˈlēnē, ˌräs-/






(1906–77), Italian movie director. He is known for his neorealist movies, particularly his quasi-documentary World War II trilogy: 
Rome, Open City

 (1945), 
Paisà

 (1946), and 
Germany, Year Zero

 (1948).









Rossetti, Christina

 
/rəˈzetē/






(1830–94), English poet; full name 
Christina Georgina Rossetti

 . She wrote much religious and love poetry and children's verse. She was the sister of Dante Gabriel Rossetti.









Rossetti, Dante Gabriel






(1828–82), English painter and poet; full name 
Gabriel Charles Dante Rossetti

 . A founder of the Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood 1848, he is best known for his idealized images of women, including 
Beata Beatrix

 (
c.

 1863) and 
The Blessed Damozel

 (1871–79). He was the brother of Christina Rossetti.









Rossini, Gioacchino Antonio

 
/rəˈsēnē/






(1792–1868), Italian composer, one of the creators of Italian bel canto. He wrote over 30 operas, including 
The Barber of Seville

 (1816) and 
William Tell

 (1829).









Ross Sea





I.
 
a large arm of the Pacific Ocean that forms a deep indentation in the coast of Antarctica.







– origin

 named after J. C. 
Ross

 (see Ross, Sir James Clark
 ).





Ross's goose






noun




a small Arctic goose that breeds in northern Canada.

[
Anser rossi

 .]













Ross's gull






noun




a pinkish-white Arctic gull.

[
Rhodostethia rosea

 .]














Rostand, Edmond

 
/ˈräsˌtand, rôˈstäN/






(1868–1918), French playwright and poet. He romanticized the life of the 17th-century soldier, duelist, and writer Cyrano de Bergerac in his poetic drama of that name (1897).










roster

 
/ˈrästər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a list or plan showing turns of duty or leave for individuals or groups in an organization




•
 
next week's duty roster.










2.
 
a list of members of a team or organization, in particular of athletes available for team selection.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be rostered

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 assign according to a duty roster




•
 
the locomotive is rostered for service on Sunday.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally denoting a list of duties and leave for military personnel): from Dutch 
rooster

 ‘list,’ earlier ‘gridiron,’ from 
roosten

 ‘to roast,’ with reference to its parallel lines.





rösti

 
/ˈrôstē, ˈro͝oSHtē/





I.
 
noun




a Swiss dish of grated potatoes formed into a small flat cake and fried




•
 
place four of the rösti in the pan.

















– origin

 1950s: from Swiss German.





rosticceria

 
/rəˌstēCHəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in Italy) a shop or informal restaurant specializing in roasted meat




•
 
tempting smells of roasting chicken, duck, and rabbit drift into the street from the rosticceria.

















– origin

 Italian, probably from 
rost-

 (from 
arrostire

 ‘to roast’) and 
-icceria

 (in pasticceria
 ) on the pattern of rotisserie
 .





Rostock

 
/ˈrästäk, ˈrôstôk/






an industrial port on the Baltic coast of Germany; pop. 199,900 (est. 2006).









Rostov

 
/ˈrästäv/






a port and industrial city in southwestern Russia, on the Don River near its point of entry into the Sea of Azov; pop. 1,048,700 (est. 2008). Full name 
Rostov-on-Don

 .









rostra

 
/ˈrästrə, ˈrô-/






plural form of rostrum
 .









rostral

 
/ˈrästrəl ˈrôstrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 situated or occurring near the front end of the body, especially in the region of the nose and mouth or (in an embryo) near the hypophyseal region




•
 
the rostral portion of the brain.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 of or on the rostrum




•
 
in these snakes the rostral shield is enlarged and flattened.










3.
 
(of a column, etc.) adorned with the rams of ancient warships or with representations of these.








II.
 
derivatives





rostrally






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from rostrum
 + -al
 .





Rostropovich, Mstislav

 
/ˌrästrəˈpōviCH/






(1927–2007), Russian cellist, pianist, and conductor; full name 
Mstislav Leopoldovich Rostropovich

 . He came to the US in 1975 and was music director and conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra in Washington, DC, 1977–94.










rostrum

 
/ˈrästrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a raised platform on which a person stands to make a public speech, receive an award or medal, play music, or conduct an orchestra.




2.
 
a platform for supporting a movie or television camera.




3.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 a beaklike projection, especially a stiff snout or anterior prolongation of the head in an insect, crustacean, or cetacean.








II.
 
derivatives





rostrate

 
/ˈräsˌtrāt /






adjective





rostrum
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘beak’ (from 
rodere

 ‘gnaw’). The word was originally used (at first in the plural 
rostra

 ) to denote part of the Forum in Rome, which was decorated with the beaks of captured galleys, and was used as a platform for public speakers.





Roswell

 
/ˈräzwel, -wəl/





I.
 
a city in northwestern Georgia, north of Atlanta; pop. 87,657 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a town in southeastern New Mexico, the scene of a mysterious crash in July 1947. Controversy has surrounded claims by some investigators that the crashed object was a UFO; pop. 46,198 (est. 2008).









rosy

 
/ˈrōzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person's skin) colored like a pink or red rose, typically as an indication of health, youth, or embarrassment




•
 
the memory had the power to make her cheeks turn rosy.










2.
 
promising or suggesting good fortune or happiness; hopeful




•
 
the strategy has produced results beyond the most rosy forecasts.










3.
 
easy and pleasant




•
 
life could never be rosy for them.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rosily

 
/ˈrōzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
rosiness

 
/ˈrōzēnəs /






noun





















rosy-cheeked






adjective




(of a person) having pink or red cheeks




•
 
rosy-cheeked babies.



















rosy cross






noun




an equal-armed cross with a rose at its center, the emblem of the Rosicrucians.













rosy finch






noun




a finch found in Asia and western North America, the male of which has pinkish underparts and rump.

[Genus 
Leucosticte

 , family 
Fringillictae

 : three species, in particular 
L. arctoa

 .]














rot

 
/rät/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(chiefly of animal or vegetable matter) decay or cause to decay by the action of bacteria and fungi; decompose


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the chalets were neglected and their woodwork was 
rotting away






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
caries sets in at a weak point and spreads to rot the whole tooth.










2.
 
gradually deteriorate through lack of attention or opportunity




•
 
he cannot understand the way the education system has been allowed to rot.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of decaying




•
 
the leaves were turning black with rot.










2.
 
rotten or decayed matter




•
 
she was busy cutting the rot from the potatoes.










3.
 
(
the rot

 )
 — a process of deterioration; a decline in standards




•
 
it was when they moved back to the family home that 
the rot set in

 .










4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of fungal or bacterial diseases that cause tissue deterioration, especially in plants.




5.
 


‹informal›

 nonsense; rubbish




•
 
don't talk rot.

















– origin

 Old English 
rotian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rotten

 ; the noun (Middle English) may have come via Scandinavian.





rot.






abbreviation



1.
 
rotating.




2.
 
rotation.













rota

 
/ˈrōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a list showing when each of a number of people has to do a particular job




•
 
a cleaning rota.







Compare with roster
 .




2.
 
(
the Rota

 )
 — the supreme ecclesiastical and secular court of the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘wheel.’





rotamer

 
/ˈrōdəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a number of isomers of a molecule that can be interconverted by rotation of part of the molecule around a particular bond.











– origin

 1960s: from 
rotational

 (see rotation
 ) + -mer
 .





Rotarian

 
/rōˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Rotary International, a worldwide charitable society of business and professional people




•
 
a pillar of the Rotarian community.














II.
 
noun




a member of Rotary International, a worldwide charitable society of business and professional people




•
 
he is well-respected by his fellow Rotarians.



















rotary

 
/ˈrōdərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of motion) revolving around a center or axis; rotational




•
 
a rotary motion.










2.
 
(of a thing) acting by means of rotation, especially (of a machine) operating through the rotation of some part




•
 
a rotary mower.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rotary machine, engine, or device.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a traffic circle.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
rotarius

 , from 
rota

 ‘wheel.’





Rotary

 
/ˈrōdərē /

 
Rotary International





I.
 


‹trademark›

 a worldwide charitable society of businessmen, businesswomen, and professional people, formed in 1905.







– origin

 so named because members hosted events in rotation.





Rotary Club






noun




a local branch of Rotary.













rotary engine






noun



1.
 
an engine that produces rotary motion or that has a rotating part or parts, in particular




2.
 
an aircraft engine with a fixed crankshaft around which cylinders and propeller rotate.




3.
 
a Wankel engine.













rotary press

 
/ˈrōdərē pres/






noun




a printing press that prints from a rotating cylindrical surface onto paper forced against it by another cylinder.













rotary wing






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an airfoil that rotates in an approximately horizontal plane, providing all or most of the lift in a helicopter or autogiro.














rotate

 
/ˈrōˌtāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move in a circle around an axis or center


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the wheel continued to rotate




•
 (as 
adj.

 
rotating

 )
 
a rotating drum




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the small directional side rockets rotated the craft.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pass to each member of a group in a regularly recurring order




•
 
the job of chairing the meeting rotates.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grow (different crops) in succession on a particular piece of land to avoid exhausting the soil and to control weeds, pests, and diseases




•
 
these crops were sometimes rotated with grass.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — change the position of (tires) on a motor vehicle to distribute wear evenly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rotatable

 
/ˈrōˌtātəbəl, rōˈtāt- /






adjective













2.
 
rotative

 
/ˈrōdədiv /






adjective













3.
 
rotatory

 
/ˈrōdəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
rotat-

 ‘turned in a circle,’ from the verb 
rotare

 , from 
rota

 ‘wheel.’






rotation

 
/rōˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of rotating around an axis or center




•
 
the moon moves in the same direction as the earth's rotation.










2.
 
(also 
crop rotation

 )
 — the action or system of rotating crops.




3.
 


[Forestry]

 the cycle of growth and felling or cutting of trees.




4.
 
the passing of a privilege or responsibility from one member of a group to another in a regularly recurring succession




•
 
it has become common for senior academics to act as heads of department 
in rotation

 .










5.
 


(US)

 a tour of duty, especially by a medical practitioner in training




•
 
she was completing a rotation in trauma surgery.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 the conceptual operation of turning a system around an axis.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 another term for curl
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
rotatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
rotare

 (see rotate
 ).





rotational

 
/rōˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using or relating to a circular movement about an axis or center




•
 
the increased rotational speed of today's disk drives.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 relating to the conceptual operation of turning a system about an axis.




3.
 
relating to or denoting a system in which privilege or responsibility is passed to each member of a group in a regularly recurring order




•
 
reward all selected students on a rotational basis.










4.
 
relating to or denoting a system of grazing in which animals are grazed successively on different areas of land




•
 
rotational grazing improves production.














II.
 
derivatives





rotationally

 
/rōˈtāSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb






















rotator

 
/ˈrōˌtādər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that rotates or that causes something to rotate.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction causes or assists in the rotation of a part of the body.













rotator cuff






noun






[Anatomy]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a capsule with fused tendons that supports the arm at the shoulder joint and is often subject to athletic injury.













rotavirus

 
/ˈrōdəˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of RNA viruses, some of which cause acute enteritis in humans.











– origin

 1970s: modern Latin, from Latin 
rota

 ‘wheel’ + virus
 .





ROTC

 
/ˈrätsē/






abbreviation




(in the US) Reserve Officers' Training Corps.













rote

 
/rōt/





I.
 
noun




mechanical or habitual repetition of something to be learned




•
 
a poem learned 
by rote

 in childhood.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘habit, custom’): of unknown origin.





rotenone

 
/ˈrōtnˌōn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic crystalline substance obtained from the roots of derris and related plants, widely used as an insecticide.

[A polycyclic ketone; chem. formula: C23
 H22
 O6
 .]











– origin

 1920s: from Japanese 
rotenon

 (from 
roten

 ‘derris’) + -one
 .





rotgut

 
/ˈrätˌɡət/






noun






‹informal›

 poor-quality and potentially toxic alcoholic liquor.













Roth, Philip

 
/rôTH, räTH/






(1933–), US novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Philip Milton Roth

 . He often wrote with irony and humor about the complexity and diversity of contemporary American Jewish life. Notable works: 
Portnoy's Complaint

 (1969), 
Zuckerman Bound

 (1985), and 
American Pastoral

 (1997).









Rotherham

 
/ˈräT͟Hərəm/






an industrial town in northern England; pop. 112,800 (est. 2009).









Roth IRA

 
/rôTH, räTH/





I.
 
noun




an individual retirement account allowing a person to set aside after-tax income up to a specified amount each year. Both earnings on the account and withdrawals after age 59½ are tax-free.











– origin

 created in 1997 and named for Senator William Victor Roth II (1921–2003) of Delaware, who proposed this in Congress.





Rothko, Mark

 
/ˈräTHkō/






(1903–70), US painter, born in Latvia; born 
Marcus Rothkovich

 . A leading figure in color-field painting, he painted hazy and seemingly floating rectangles of color. His series of nine paintings for the Seagram Building in New York City include 
Black on Maroon

 (1958).









Rothschild, Meyer Amschel

 
/ˈrôTH(s)ˌCHīld, ˈrôs-/






(1743–1812), German financier. He founded the Rothschild banking house in Frankfurt at the end of the 19th century and was financial adviser to the landgrave of Hesse. His five sons all entered banking.









roti

 
/ˈrōdē/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 bread, especially a flat round bread cooked on a griddle.











– origin

 from Hindi 
roṭī

 .





rotifer

 
/ˈrōdəfər/






noun






[Zoology]

 a minute multicellular aquatic animal of the phylum 
Rotifera

 .













Rotifera

 
/rōˈtifərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum of minute multicellular aquatic animals that have a characteristic wheellike ciliated organ used in swimming and feeding.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
rota

 ‘wheel’ + 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’





rotini

 
/rōˈtēnē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in short pieces with a helical shape.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘spirals.’






rotisserie

 
/rōˈtisərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cooking appliance with a rotating spit for roasting and barbecuing meat.




2.
 
a restaurant specializing in roasted or barbecued meat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
rôtisserie

 , from 
rôtir

 ‘to roast.’





rotisserie league






noun




an association of individuals who simulate selecting, managing, and playing baseball, using the names and statistics of actual professional players to determine results.













rotogravure

 
/ˌrōdəɡrəˈvyo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a printing system using a rotary press with intaglio cylinders, typically running at high speed and used for long print runs of magazines and stamps.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sheet or magazine printed by rotogravure, especially the color magazine of a Sunday newspaper.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Rotogravur

 , part of the name of a printing company.





rotor

 
/ˈrōdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rotary part of a machine or vehicle, in particular




2.
 
a hub with a number of radiating airfoils that is rotated in an approximately horizontal plane to provide the lift for a rotary-wing aircraft.




3.
 
the rotating assembly in a turbine, especially a wind turbine.




4.
 
the armature of an electric motor.




5.
 
the rotating part of the distributor of an internal combustion engine that successively makes and breaks electrical contacts so that each spark plug fires in turn.




6.
 
the rotating container in a centrifuge.




7.
 
the rotary winder of a clockwork watch.




8.
 


[Meteorology]

 a large eddy in which the air circulates around a horizontal axis, especially in the lee of a mountain.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from rotator
 .





rotorcraft

 
/ˈrōdərˌkraft/






noun




a rotary-wing aircraft, such as a helicopter or autogiro.













rotor wash






noun




air turbulence caused by a helicopter rotor.













rotoscope

 
/ˈrōdəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that projects and enlarges individual frames of filmed live action to permit them to be used to create cartoon animation and composite film sequences.




2.
 
a computer application that combines live action and other images in a film.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (an image from live action film) into another film sequence using a rotoscope.











– origin

 1950s: origin obscure; perhaps the same word as 19th-cent. 
rotascope

 , denoting a kind of gyroscope.





rototiller

 
/ˈrōdəˌtilər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a motor-driven machine with rotating blades for breaking up or tilling the soil.








II.
 
derivatives





rototill

 
/ˈrōdəˌtil /






verb





















rotten

 
/ˈrätn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suffering from decay




•
 
rotten eggs




•
 
the supporting beams were rotten.










2.
 
morally, socially, or politically corrupt




•
 
he believed that the whole art business was rotten.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very bad




•
 
she was a rotten cook.










4.
 


‹informal›

 extremely unpleasant




•
 
it's rotten for you having to cope on your own.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 unwell




•
 
she tried to tell me she felt rotten.














II.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 to an extreme degree; very much




•
 
your mother said that I 
spoiled

 you 
rotten

 .














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rottenly

 
/ˈrätnlē /






adverb













2.
 
rottenness

 
/ˈrätnˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
rotinn

 .





rotten borough

 
/ˈrätn ˈbərō ˈbərə/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a borough that was able to elect a representative to Parliament though having very few voters, the choice of representative typically being in the hands of one person or family.











– origin

 so named because the borough was found to have “decayed” to the point of no longer having a constituency.






rottenstone

 
/ˈrätnˌstōn/






noun




weathered siliceous limestone used as a powder or paste for polishing metals.













rotter

 
/ˈrädər/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a cruel, stingy, or unkind person.













Rotterdam

 
/ˈrädərˌdam/






a city in the Netherlands, at the mouth of the Meuse River, 15 miles (25 km) inland from the North Sea; pop. 582,951 (2008). It has extensive shipbuilding and petrochemical industries.









Rottweiler

 
/ˈrätˌwīlər/





I.
 
noun




a large powerful dog of a tall black-and-tan breed.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: German, from 
Rottweil

 , the name of a town in southwestern Germany.






rotund

 
/rōˈtənd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) plump.




2.
 
round or spherical




•
 
huge stoves held great rotund cauldrons.










3.
 
(of speech or literary style) indulging in grandiloquent expression.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rotundity

 
/rōˈtəndədē /






noun













2.
 
rotundly






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
rotundus

 , from 
rotare

 ‘rotate.’





rotunda

 
/rōˈtəndə/





I.
 
noun




a round building or room, especially one with a dome.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: alteration of Italian 
rotonda (camera

 ) ‘round (chamber),’ feminine of 
rotondo

 ‘round’ (see rotund
 ).





Rouault, Georges

 
/ro͞oˈō/






(1871–1958), French painter and engraver; full name 
Georges Henri Rouault

 . Associated with expressionism, he used vivid colors and simplified forms enclosed in thick black outlines.









roué

 
/ro͞oˈā/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a debauched man, especially an elderly one.




•
 
he had lived the life of a roué in the fleshpots of London and Paris.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘broken on a wheel,’ referring to the instrument of torture thought to be deserved by such a person.






Rouen

 
/ro͝oˈän, -ˈäN/






a port on the Seine River in northwestern France, capital of Haute-Normandie; pop. 110,276 (2006). Joan of Arc was tried and burned at the stake here in 1431.









Rouen duck






noun




a bird of a breed of large duck resembling the wild mallard in coloring.













rouge1


 
/ro͞oZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red powder or cream used as a cosmetic for coloring the cheeks or lips.




2.
 
another term for jeweler's rouge
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
rouged

 )


1.
 
color with rouge




•
 
her brightly rouged cheeks.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 apply rouge to one's cheeks.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the color red): from French, ‘red,’ from Latin 
rubeus

 . The cosmetic term dates from the mid 18th cent.





rouge2


 
/ro͞oZH/





I.
 
noun




(in Canadian football) a single point awarded when the receiving team fails to run a kick out of its own end zone.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Rouge, River

 
/ro͞oZH/






a short river with several branches in and around Detroit in Michigan.









rouge et noir

 
/ˌro͞oZH ā ˈnwär/





I.
 
noun




a gambling card game in which cards are turned up on a table marked with red and black diamonds.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘red and black.’





rouget

 
/ro͞oˈZHā, -ˈZHe/





I.
 
noun




French term for red mullet
 , used esp. in cooking.











– origin

 French.






rough

 
/rəf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an uneven or irregular surface; not smooth or level




•
 
take a square of sandpaper, rough side out.










2.
 
(of ground or terrain) having many bumps or other obstacles; difficult to cross




•
 
they had to carry the victim across the rough, stony ground.










3.
 
not soft to the touch




•
 
her skin felt dry and rough.










4.
 
(of a voice) coming out with difficulty so as to sound harsh and rasping




•
 
his voice was rough with barely suppressed fury.










5.
 
(of wine or another alcoholic drink) sharp or harsh in taste.




6.
 
denoting the face of a tennis or squash racket from which the loops formed in the stringing process project (used as a call when the racket is spun to decide the right to serve first or to choose ends).

The opposite of smooth
 .




7.
 
(of a person or their behavior) not gentle; violent or boisterous




•
 
strollers should be capable of withstanding rough treatment.










8.
 
(of an area or occasion) characterized by or notorious for the occurrence of violent behavior




•
 
the workmen hate going to the rough areas of town.










9.
 
(of the sea) having large and dangerous waves




•
 
the lifeboat crew braved rough seas to rescue a couple.










10.
 
(of weather) wild and stormy.




11.
 


‹informal›

 difficult and unpleasant; hard; severe




•
 
the teachers gave me 
a rough time

 because my image didn't fit




•
 
the first day of a job is 
rough on

 everyone.










12.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 unwell




•
 
the altitude had hit her and she was feeling rough.










13.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 depressed and anxious




•
 
when he's feeling rough, he comes and talks things over to calm him down.










14.
 
not finished tidily or decoratively; plain and basic




•
 
the customers sat at rough wooden tables.










15.
 
put together without the proper materials or skill; makeshift




•
 
he had one arm in a rough sling.










16.
 
(of hair or fur) not smooth; coarse




•
 
the creature's body was covered with rough hair.










17.
 
lacking sophistication or refinement




•
 
she took care of him in her rough, kindly way.










18.
 
not worked out or correct in every detail




•
 
he had a rough draft of his new novel.














II.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 in a manner that lacks gentleness; harshly or violently




•
 
treat ’em rough but treat ’em fair.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a disreputable and violent person.




2.
 
(on a golf course) longer grass around the fairway and the green




•
 
his second shot was 
in the rough

 on the left.










3.
 
a preliminary sketch for a design




•
 
I did a rough to work out the scale of the lettering.










4.
 
an uncut precious stone.








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work or shape (something) in a rough, preliminary fashion




•
 
flat surfaces of wood are 
roughed down

 .










2.
 
(
rough something out

 )
 — produce a preliminary and unfinished sketch or version of something




•
 
the engineer roughed out a diagram on his notepad.










3.
 
make uneven or ruffled




•
 


rough up

 the icing with a palette knife




•
 
the water was roughed by the wind.










4.
 
(
rough it

 )
 — live in discomfort with only basic necessities




•
 
she had had to rough it alone in a dive.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
bit of rough








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a male sexual partner whose toughness or lack of sophistication is a source of attraction.









2.
 
in the rough





a.
 
in a natural state; without decoration or other treatment




•
 
a diamond in the rough.










b.
 
in difficulties




•
 
even before the recession hit, the project was in the rough.















3.
 
rough and ready





a.
 
crude but effective




•
 
a rough-and-ready estimating method.










b.
 
(of a person or place) unsophisticated or unrefined.









4.
 
rough around the edges





a.
 
having a few imperfections




•
 
until we clean up and lay down the new carpet, it's going to look a little rough around the edges.










b.
 
not refined




•
 
Donnie is a bit rough around the edges, but she loves him.















5.
 
the rough edge (or side) of one's tongue






a scolding




•
 
you two stop quarreling or you'll get the rough edge of my tongue.















6.
 
rough edges






small imperfections in someone or something that is basically satisfactory.









7.
 
rough justice

 
/ˌrəf ˈjəstəs /






treatment that is not scrupulously fair or in accordance with the law.









8.
 
rough passage





a.
 
a journey over rough sea.




b.
 
a difficult process of achieving something or of becoming successful




•
 
the rough passage faced by the legislation.















9.
 
a rough ride






see ride
 .









10.
 
rough stuff






boisterous or violent behavior.









11.
 
sleep rough








(Brit.)

 sleep in uncomfortable conditions, typically outdoors.









12.
 
take the rough with the smooth






accept the difficult or unpleasant aspects of life as well as the good.












VI.
 
phrasal verbs





rough someone up








‹informal›

 beat someone up.












VII.
 
derivatives





roughish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rūh

 ; related to Dutch 
ruw

 and German 
rauh

 .





roughage

 
/ˈrəfij/






noun



1.
 
fibrous indigestible material in vegetable foodstuffs that aids the passage of food and waste products through the gut.




2.
 


[Farming]

 coarse, fibrous fodder.













rough and tumble

 
/rəf and ˈtəmbəl/





I.
 
noun




a situation without rules or organization; a free-for-all




•
 
the rough and tumble of political life




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the rough-and-tumble atmosphere of the dealing room.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: originally boxing slang.





roughcast

 
/ˈrəfˌkast/





I.
 
noun




plaster of lime, cement, and gravel, used on outside walls.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building or part of a building) coated with roughcast




•
 
a plain stone building, roughcast and whitewashed.










2.
 
(of a person) lacking refinement




•
 
she thought of the roughcast yeomen she would meet.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat (a wall) with roughcast




•
 
the walls were to have been roughcast at the entrance bay.



















rough-coated

 
/ˈrəfˌkōdəd/






adjective




(of a dog or other animal) having relatively coarse fur that does not lie flat.













rough cut





I.
 
noun




the first version of a movie after preliminary editing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something) rapidly and without particular attention to quality or accuracy




•
 
it would be best to rough-cut the boards to size with a portable saw.



















rough-dry

 
/ˈrəfˌdrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dry (something) roughly or imperfectly




•
 
she continued to rough-dry her hair.



















roughen

 
/ˈrəfən/






verb




make or become rough


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the wind was roughening the surface of the river




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his voice roughened.



















rough-hewn

 
/ˌrəfˈhyo͞on/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting wood or stone that has been cut with a tool such as an ax, so that its surface is not smooth




•
 
rough-hewn logs.










2.
 
not sophisticated, polished, or elegant




•
 
a rough-hewn cinematic style.










3.
 
denoting or possessing attractively strong or bony facial features




•
 
his angular, rough-hewn face.














II.
 
derivatives





rough-hew

 
/ˌrəfˈhyo͞o /






verb





















roughhouse

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈrəfˌhous ˈrəfˌhouz /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in a boisterous, violent manner




•
 
in front of the stage hundreds of teens and young adults roughhouse, flinging themselves into each other.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — handle (someone) roughly or violently




•
 
the police department grabbed Danny as a suspect and roughhoused him.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrəfˌhous /



1.
 
a violent disturbance or an instance of boisterous play.













roughing

 
/ˈrəfiNG/






noun



1.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 unnecessary or excessive use of force, for which a penalty may be assessed




•
 
both players draw five minutes for roughing.










2.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 
[Football]

 illegal bodily contact with the quarterback or kicker, for which a penalty is assessed.













roughly

 
/ˈrəflē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner lacking gentleness; harshly or violently




•
 
the man picked me up roughly.










2.
 
in a manner lacking refinement and precision




•
 
people were crouching over roughly built brick fireplaces.










3.
 
approximately




•
 
this is a walk of roughly 13 miles




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
the narrative is, 
roughly speaking

 , contemporary with the earliest of the gospels.



















roughneck

 
/ˈrəfˌnek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a rough and uncouth person.




2.
 
an oil rig worker.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
roughnecking

 )


1.
 
work on an oil rig




•
 
his savings from roughnecking are gone.



















roughness

 
/ˈrəfnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of having an uneven or irregular surface




•
 
the craggy roughness of every peak.










2.
 
the quality of lacking gentleness




•
 
a certain amount of playfighting and roughness is normal for dogs.










3.
 
the quality of not being refined or completed




•
 
the roughness of his drawing.










4.
 
the quality of sounding harsh and rasping




•
 
her voice has a throaty roughness to it.



















roughrider

 
/ˈrəfˌrīdər /

 
rough rider






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who breaks in or can ride unbroken horses.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who rides horses a lot.




3.
 
(
Rough Rider

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a member of the cavalry unit in which Theodore Roosevelt fought during the Spanish-American War.













roughshod

 
/ˈrəfˌSHäd/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a horse) having shoes with nailheads projecting to prevent slipping.








II.
 
phrases





ride roughshod over






see ride
 .

















rough timber






noun




partly dressed timber, having only the branches removed.













rough trade

 
/rəf trād/






noun






‹informal›

 rough or lower-class men sought, and sometimes paid, as casual sexual partners by more privileged or affluent men.













rough-winged swallow






noun




a brown-backed American swallow.

[
Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

 .]














roughy

 
/ˈrəfē/






noun



1.
 


(Austral.)

 a marine fish with a deep laterally compressed body and large rough-edged scales that become spiny on the belly.

[Family 
Trachichthyidae

 : several genera and species, including the small Australian 
Trachichthys australis

 , which occurs on rocky reefs, and the orange roughy
 .]




2.
 
another term for ruff
 2
 (
sense

 1).













rouille

 
/ˈro͞o-ē, ro͞oˈēy(ə)/





I.
 
noun




a Provençal sauce made from pounded red chilies, garlic, breadcrumbs, and other ingredients blended with stock, typically added to bouillabaisse.











– origin

 French, literally ‘rust,’ with reference to the color.





roulade

 
/ro͞oˈläd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish cooked or served in the form of a roll, typically made from a flat piece of meat, fish, or sponge cake, spread with a soft filling and rolled up into a spiral.




2.
 
a florid passage of runs in classical music for a virtuoso singer, especially one sung to one syllable.











– origin

 French, from 
rouler

 ‘to roll.’





rouleau

 
/ro͞oˈlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylindrical packet of coins.




2.
 
a coil or roll of ribbon, knitted wool, or other material, especially used as trimming.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, from obsolete French 
roule

 ‘a roll.’





roulette

 
/ro͞oˈlet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gambling game in which a ball is dropped onto a revolving wheel (
roulette wheel

 ) with numbered compartments, the players betting on the number at which the ball will come to rest.




2.
 
a tool or machine with a revolving toothed wheel, used in engraving or for making slit-shaped perforations between postage stamps.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make slit-shaped perforations in (paper, especially sheets of postage stamps)




•
 
the pages are rouletted next to the binding.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
rouelle

 ‘wheel,’ from late Latin 
rotella

 , diminutive of Latin 
rota

 ‘wheel.’






round

 
/round/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaped like or approximately like a circle or cylinder




•
 
she was seated at a small, round table.










2.
 
having a curved shape like part of the circumference of a circle




•
 
round arches.










3.
 
shaped like or approximately like a sphere




•
 
a round glass ball




•
 
the grapes are small and round.










4.
 
(of a person's body) plump.




5.
 
having a curved surface with no sharp or jagged projections




•
 
the boulders look round and smooth.










6.
 
(of a voice) rich and mellow; not harsh.




7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a number) altered for convenience of expression or calculation, for example to the nearest whole number or multiple of ten or five




•
 
the size of the fleet is given in round numbers.










8.
 
(of a number) convenient for calculation, typically through being a multiple of ten.




9.
 
used to show that a figure has been completely and exactly reached




•
 
a round dozen.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a sum of money) considerable




•
 
his business is worth a round sum to me.










11.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person or their manner of speaking) not omitting or disguising anything; frank and truthful




•
 
she berated him in good round terms.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular piece of a particular substance




•
 
cut the pastry into rounds.










2.
 
a thick disk of beef cut from the haunch as a joint.




3.
 
an act of visiting each of a number of people or places




•
 
she 
did the rounds of

 her family to say goodbye




•
 
he 
made the rounds of

 the city's churches.










4.
 
a tour of inspection, typically repeated regularly, in which the safety or well-being of those visited is checked




•
 
the doctor is just 
making his rounds

 in the wards.










5.
 
one of a sequence of sessions or groups of related actions or events, typically such that development or progress can be seen between one group and another




•
 
the two sides held three rounds of talks.










6.
 
a division of a contest such as a boxing or wrestling match.




7.
 
one of a succession of stages in a sporting contest or other competition, in each of which more candidates are eliminated




•
 
the playoffs in the second round.










8.
 
an act of playing all the holes in a golf course once




•
 
Eileen enjoys the occasional 
round of golf

 .










9.
 
a regularly recurring sequence of activities or functions




•
 
their lives were a 
daily round

 of housework and laundry.










10.
 


[Music]

 a song for three or more unaccompanied voices or parts, each singing the same theme but starting one after another, at the same pitch or in octaves; a simple canon.




11.
 
a set of drinks bought for all the members of a group, typically as part of a sequence in which each member in turn buys such a set




•
 
it's my round.










12.
 
a measured quantity or number of something, in particular




13.
 
the amount of ammunition needed to fire one shot.




14.
 


[Archery]

 a fixed number of arrows shot from a fixed distance.








III.
 
adverb






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant of around
 .








IV.
 
preposition






(chiefly Brit.)

 variant of around
 .








V.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass and go around (something) so as to move on in a changed direction




•
 
the ship rounded the cape and sailed north.










2.
 
alter (a number) to one less exact but more convenient for calculations




•
 
we'll 
round

 the weight 
up

 to the nearest pound




•
 
the committee 
rounded down

 the figure




•
 
let's just 
round

 it 
off

 to an even ten dollars.










3.
 
give a round shape to




•
 
a lathe that rounded chair legs.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become circular in shape




•
 
her eyes rounded in dismay.










5.
 


[Phonetics]

 pronounce (a vowel) with the lips narrowed and protruded.








VI.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the round





a.
 
(of sculpture) standing free with all sides shown, rather than carved in relief against a ground.




b.
 
treated fully and thoroughly; with all aspects shown or considered




•
 
to understand social phenomena one must see them in the round.










c.
 
(of a theatrical performance) with the audience placed on at least three sides of the stage.









2.
 
make (or go) the rounds






(of a story or joke) be passed on from person to person.









3.
 
round about





a.
 
on all sides or in all directions; surrounding someone or something




•
 
everything round about was covered with snow.










b.
 
at a point or time approximately equal to




•
 
they arrived round about nine.










c.
 
approximately




•
 
we raised round about half a million dollars




•
 
round about 10,000 homes were affected.


















VII.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
round something off





a.
 
make the edges or corners of something smooth




•
 
round off the spars with a soft plastic fitting.










b.
 
complete something in a satisfying or suitable way




•
 
I rounded off my visit to Ganu by purchasing a number of exquisite masks.















2.
 
round on






make a sudden verbal attack on or unexpected retort to




•
 
she rounded on me angrily.















3.
 
round something out






make something more complete




•
 
round out the meal with fruit and salad.















4.
 
round someone/something up





a.
 
drive or collect a number of people or animals together for a particular purpose




•
 
in the afternoon the cows are rounded up for milking.










b.
 
arrest a number of people.












VIII.
 
derivatives




1.
 
roundish

 
/ˈroundiSH /






adjective













2.
 
roundness

 
/ˈroun(d)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the Old French stem 
round-

 , from a variant of Latin 
rotundus

 ‘rotund.’ / 
usage:

 On the difference in use between 
round

 and 
around

 , see usage at around
 .





roundabout

 
/ˈroundəˌbout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
British term for traffic circle
 .




2.
 
British term for merry-go-round
 .




3.
 


‹historical›

 a close-fitting, waist-length jacket worn by men and boys.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
not following a short direct route; circuitous




•
 
we need to take a roundabout route to throw off any pursuit.










2.
 
not saying what is meant clearly and directly; circumlocutory




•
 
in a roundabout way, he was fishing for information.



















roundball

 
/ˈroundbôl/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 informal term for basketball
 .








II.
 
derivatives





roundballer






noun





















round bracket






noun






(Brit.)

 either of a pair of parentheses.













round dance

 
/round dans/






noun



1.
 
a folk dance in which the dancers form one large circle.




2.
 
a ballroom dance such as a waltz or polka in which couples move in circles around the ballroom.













rounded

 
/ˈroundəd/






adjective



1.
 
having a smooth, curved surface




•
 
rounded gray hills.










2.
 
having a spherical shape




•
 
its rounded, almost bulbous head.










3.
 
forming circular or elliptical shapes




•
 
his writing was firm and rounded.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) pronounced with the lips pursed.




5.
 
well developed in all aspects; complete and balanced




•
 
we should educate children to become rounded human beings.




















roundel

 
/ˈroundl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small disk, especially a decorative medallion.




2.
 
a picture or pattern contained in a circle.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a plain filled circle as a charge (often with a special name according to color).




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a circular identifying mark painted on military aircraft, as, for example, the red, white, and blue of the RAF.




5.
 
a short poem consisting of three stanzas of three lines each, rhyming alternately, with the opening words repeated as a refrain after the first and third stanzas. The form, a variant of the rondeau, was developed by Swinburne.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rondel

 , from 
ro(u)nd-

 (see round
 ).





roundelay

 
/ˈroundəˌlā ˈrändəˌlā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a short simple song with a refrain.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a circle dance.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rondelet

 , from 
rondel

 (see rondel
 ). The change in the ending was due to association with the final syllable of virelay
 .





rounder

 
/ˈroundər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who frequents bars and is often drunk.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 (in rounders) a complete run of a player through all the bases as a unit of scoring.













rounders

 
/ˈroundərz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a ball game similar to baseball, played chiefly in British schools.













round goby






noun




a Eurasian freshwater goby that threatens native species of fish in the Great Lakes and Mississippi basin.

[
Neogobius melanostomus

 , family 
Gobiidae

 .]













round hand






noun




a style of handwriting in which the letters have clear rounded shapes.













Roundhead

 
/ˈroundˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member or supporter of the Parliamentary party in the English Civil War.











– origin

 so named because of the short-cropped hairstyle of the Puritans, who formed an important element in the party.





roundheel

 
/ˈroundhēl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a promiscuous woman.








II.
 
derivatives





roundheeled






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: with reference to worn-down heels, allowing the wearer to lean backwards.





roundhouse

 
/ˈroundˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a locomotive maintenance shed built around a turntable.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a blow given with a wide sweep of the arm.




3.
 
a wide turn on a surfboard.




4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a cabin or cabins on the after part of the quarterdeck of a sailing ship.













roundhouse kick






noun




(chiefly in karate) a kick made with a wide sweep of the leg and rotation of the body.













roundly

 
/ˈroun(d)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a vehement or emphatic manner




•
 
the latest attacks have been roundly condemned by campaigners for peace.










2.
 
so thoroughly as to leave no doubt




•
 
the army was roundly beaten.










3.
 
too plainly for politeness; bluntly




•
 
she told him roundly to get to the point.










4.
 
so as to form a circular or roughly circular shape




•
 
he was a middle-aged, roundly built man.



















round-nose

 
/ˈroundˌnōz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a tool) having the end rounded, so as to produce a rounded cut or surface or to prevent accidents or damage.




2.
 
(of a bullet) having a rounded front end.








II.
 
noun




a bullet with a rounded front end.








III.
 
derivatives





round-nosed






adjective





















round robin

 
/ˈˌroun(d) ˈˌräbən/






noun



1.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a tournament in which each competitor plays in turn against every other




•
 
a round-robin competition.










2.
 
a series or sequence




•
 
an inconclusive round robin of talks in Cairo, Washington, and New York.










3.
 
a petition, especially one with signatures written in a circle to conceal the order of writing.













Round Rock






a city in central Texas, north of Austin; pop. 104,446 (est. 2008).









round shot






noun






‹historical›

 ammunition in the form of cast-iron or steel spherical balls for firing from cannon.













round-shouldered






adjective




having the shoulders bent forward so that the back is rounded




•
 
a round-shouldered slouch.



















roundsman

 
/ˈroun(d)zmən/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a police officer in charge of a patrol.




2.
 
a person on a regular route delivering and taking orders for milk, bread, etc.













Round Table






noun



1.
 
the table at which King Arthur and his knights sat so that none should have precedence. It was first mentioned in 1155.




2.
 
an international charitable association that holds discussions and undertakes community service.




3.
 
(
round table

 )
 — an assembly for discussion, especially at a conference


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
round-table talks.



















round-the-clock






adjective




lasting all day and all night




•
 
round-the-clock surveillance.



















round trip

 
/ˈˌroun(d) ˈtrip/






noun




a journey to one or more places and back again.













round turn






noun




a complete turn of a rope around another rope or other object.













roundup

 
/ˈroundˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a systematic gathering together of people or things




•
 
mass police roundups and detentions




•
 
the rites of the cattle drive, the roundup, and the branding.










2.
 
a summary of facts or events




•
 
a news roundup every fifteen minutes.



















round window






noun




informal term for fenestra rotunda (see fenestra
 ).













roundwood

 
/ˈroundwo͝od/






noun




timber that is left as small logs, not sawn into planks or chopped for fuel, typically taken from near the tops of trees and used for furniture.













roundworm

 
/ˈroun(d)wərm/






noun




a nematode, especially a parasitic one found in the intestines of mammals.

[Many species in the class 
Phasmida

 , including the large 
Ascaris lumbricoides

 in humans.]













roup1


 
/ro͞op /

 

‹chiefly Scottish N. English›






I.
 
noun




an auction.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell (something) by auction




•
 
his effects were rouped.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘roar, croak’): of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
raupa

 ‘boast, brag.’





roup2


 
/ro͞op/





I.
 
noun




an infectious disease of poultry affecting the respiratory tract.








II.
 
derivatives





roupy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






rouse

 
/rouz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring out of sleep; awaken




•
 
she was roused from a deep sleep by a hand on her shoulder.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cease to sleep or to be inactive; wake up




•
 
she roused and looked around.










3.
 
startle out of inactivity; cause to become active




•
 
once the enemy camp was roused, they would move on the castle




•
 
she'd just stay a few more minutes, then 
rouse herself

 and go back.










4.
 
startle (game) from a lair or cover.




5.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 haul (something) vigorously in the specified direction




•
 
rouse the cable out.










6.
 
cause to feel angry or excited




•
 
the crowds were 
roused to

 fever pitch by the drama of the race.










7.
 
cause or give rise to (an emotion or feeling)




•
 
his evasiveness roused my curiosity.










8.
 
stir (a liquid, especially beer while brewing)




•
 
rouse the beer as the hops are introduced.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rousable






adjective













2.
 
rouser

 
/ˈrouzər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as a hawking and hunting term): probably from Anglo-Norman French, of unknown ultimate origin.





rousing

 
/ˈrouziNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exciting; stirring




•
 
a rousing speech.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a fire) blazing strongly.








II.
 
derivatives





rousingly






adverb





















Rous sarcoma

 
/ˌrous särˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun




a form of tumor, caused by an RNA virus, that affects birds, particularly poultry.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Francis P. 
Rous

 (1879–1970), US physician.





Rousseau, Henri

 
/ro͞oˈsō/






(1844–1910), French painter; known as 
le Douanier

 (“customs officer”); full name 
Henri Julien Rousseau

 . After retiring as a customs official in 1893, he created bold, colorful paintings of fantastic dreams and exotic jungle landscapes.









Rousseau, Jean-Jacques






(1712–78), French philosopher and writer, born in Switzerland. He believed that civilization warps the fundamental goodness of human nature, but that the ill effects can be moderated by active participation in democratic consensual politics. Notable works: 
Émile

 (1762) and 
The Social Contract

 (1762).









Rousseau, Théodore






(1812–67), French painter; full name 
Pierre Étienne Théodore Rousseau

 . A leading landscapist of the Barbizon School, his works typically depict the scenery and changing light effects of the forest of Fontainebleau.










roust

 
/roust/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cause to get up or start moving; rouse




•
 
I rousted him out of his bed with a cup of coffee.










2.
 


‹informal›

 treat roughly; harass




•
 
the detectives who had rousted him the night of the murder.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an alteration of rouse
 .





roustabout

 
/ˈroustəˌbout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unskilled or casual laborer.




2.
 
a laborer on an oil rig.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dock laborer or deckhand.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a circus laborer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the verb roust
 .





rout1


 
/rout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a disorderly retreat of defeated troops




•
 
the retreat degenerated into a rout




•
 
the army was in a state of demoralization verging on rout.










2.
 
a decisive defeat




•
 
the party lost more than half their seats in the rout.










3.
 


[Law]

 
‹dated›

 an assembly of people who have made a move toward committing an illegal act that would constitute an offense of riot.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a disorderly or tumultuous crowd of people




•
 
a rout of strangers ought not to be admitted.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a large evening party or reception.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat and cause to retreat in disorder




•
 
in a matter of minutes the attackers were routed.














III.
 
phrases





put to rout






put to flight; defeat utterly




•
 
I once put a gang to rout.





















– origin

 Middle English: ultimately based on Latin 
ruptus

 ‘broken,’ from the verb 
rumpere

 ; sense 1 and the verb (late 16th cent.) are from obsolete French 
route

 , probably from Italian 
rotta

 ‘breakup of an army’; the other senses are via Anglo-Norman French 
rute

 .





rout2


 
/rout/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut a groove, or any pattern not extending to the edges, in (a wooden or metal surface)




•
 
you routed each plank all along its length.










2.
 
another term for root
 2
 .




3.
 
find (someone or something), or force them from a place




•
 
Simon routed him from the stable.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): alteration of the verb root
 2
 . 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 19th cent.






route

 
/ro͞ot rout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way or course taken in getting from a starting point to a destination




•
 
the most direct route is via Los Angeles.










2.
 
the line of a road, path, railroad, etc.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a circuit traveled in delivering, selling, or collecting goods.




4.
 
a method or process leading to a specified result




•
 
the many routes to a healthier diet will be described.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send or direct along a specified course




•
 
all lines of communication were routed through Atlanta.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rute

 ‘road,’ from Latin 
rupta (via

 ) ‘broken (way),’ feminine past participle of 
rumpere

 .





route man






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for roundsman
 (
sense

 2).













route march






noun




a march for troops over a designated route, typically via roads or tracks.













router1


 
/ˈroudər/






noun




a power tool with a shaped cutter, used in carpentry for making grooves for joints, decorative moldings, etc.













router2


 
/ˈro͞odər ˈroudər/






noun




a device that forwards data packets to the appropriate parts of a computer network.













routine

 
/ro͞oˈtēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sequence of actions regularly followed; a fixed program




•
 
I settled down into a routine of work and sleep




•
 
as a matter of routine a report will be sent to the director.










2.
 
a set sequence in a performance such as a dance or comedy act




•
 
he was trying to persuade her to have a tap routine in the play.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a sequence of instructions for performing a task that forms a program or a distinct part of one.








II.
 
adjective




performed as part of a regular procedure rather than for a special reason




•
 
the principal insisted that this was just a routine annual drill.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 organize according to a routine




•
 
all had been routined with smoothness.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting a regular course or procedure): from French, from 
route

 ‘road’ (see route
 ).





routinely

 
/ro͞oˈtēnlē/






adverb



1.
 
as part of a regular procedure rather than for a special reason




•
 
large-scale producers routinely vaccinate their birds against the disease.










2.
 
frequently and without proper consideration of the consequences




•
 
owners routinely flout local laws about restraining and picking up after their pets.



















routineness

 
/ro͞oˈtēnˌnəs/






noun




dull regularity of events or actions




•
 
the routineness of life.



















routing code

 
routing number






noun



1.
 
any of various numbers used to direct data, documents, or merchandise, including.




2.
 
the magnetically encoded numbers on a check.




3.
 
a numeric code that directs telephone calls or Internet traffic.













routinism

 
/ro͞oˈtēˌnizəm, ˈro͞otnˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the prevalence or domination of routine.








II.
 
derivatives





routinist






noun, adjective





















routinize

 
/ˈro͞otnˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be routinized

 )


1.
 
make (something) into a matter of routine; subject to a routine




•
 
communication was routinized to ensure consistency of information.














II.
 
derivatives





routinization

 
/-ˌtēnəˈzāSHən, ˌro͞otn-ə- /






noun





















roux

 
/ro͞o/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of fat (especially butter) and flour used in making sauces.











– origin

 from French 
(beurre) roux

 ‘browned (butter).’





ROV






abbreviation




remotely operated vehicle.













rove1


 
/rōv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel constantly without a fixed destination; wander




•
 
a quarter of a million refugees roved around the country.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wander over or through (a place) without a destination




•
 
children roving the streets.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
roving

 )
 — travel for one's work, having no fixed base




•
 
he trained as a roving reporter.










4.
 
(of eyes) look in changing directions in order to see something thoroughly




•
 
the policeman's eyes roved around the bar.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a journey, especially one with no specific destination; an act of wandering




•
 
a new exhibit will electrify campuses on its national rove.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally a term in archery in the sense ‘shoot at a casual mark of undetermined range’): perhaps from dialect 
rave

 ‘to stray,’ probably of Scandinavian origin.





rove2


 
/rōv/






past of reeve
 2
 .










rove3


 
/rōv/





I.
 
noun




a sliver of cotton, wool, or other fiber, drawn out and slightly twisted, especially preparatory to spinning.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (slivers of wool, cotton, or other fiber) into roves.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





rove4


 
/rōv/





I.
 
noun




a small metal plate or ring for a rivet to pass through and be clenched over, especially in boatbuilding.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
ró

 , with the addition of parasitic 
-v-

 .





rove beetle






noun




a long-bodied beetle with very short wing cases, typically found among decaying matter where it may scavenge or prey on other scavengers.

[Family 
Staphylinidae

 : numerous genera.]













rover1


 
/ˈrōvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who spends their time wandering




•
 
they became rovers who departed further and further from civilization.










2.
 
(in various sports) a player not restricted to a particular position on the field.




3.
 
a vehicle for driving over rough terrain, especially one driven by remote control over extraterrestrial terrain.




4.
 


[Croquet]

 a ball that has passed all the wickets but not pegged out.




5.
 
a player who has a rover ball.




6.
 


[Archery]

 a target for long-distance shooting.




7.
 
a target chosen at random and not at a determined range.













rover2


 
/ˈrōvər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a sea robber; a pirate.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
rōver

 , from 
rōven

 ‘rob’; related to reave
 .





rover3


 
/ˈrōvər/






noun




a person or machine that makes roves of fiber (see rove
 3
 ).













roving

 
/ˈrōviNG/






noun



1.
 
another term for rove
 3
 .




2.
 
roves collectively.













roving eye






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a tendency to flirt or be constantly looking to start a new sexual relationship




•
 
if his wife wasn't around, he had a roving eye.




















Rovno

 
/ˈrôvnə/






Russian name for Rivne
 .










row1


 
/rō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of people or things in a more or less straight line




•
 
her villa stood in a row of similar ones.










2.
 
a line of seats in a theater




•
 
they sat in the front row.










3.
 
a street with a continuous line of houses along one or both of its sides, especially when specifying houses of a particular type or function




•
 
fraternity row.










4.
 
a horizontal line of entries in a table.




5.
 
a complete line of stitches in knitting or crochet.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a hard (or tough) row to hoe






a difficult task.









2.
 
in a row





a.
 
forming a line




•
 
four chairs were set in a row.










b.
 


‹informal›

 in succession




•
 
we get six days off in a row.





















– origin

 Old English 
rāw

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rij

 and German 
Reihe

 .






row2


 
/rō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
propel (a boat) with oars




•
 
out in the bay a small figure was rowing a rubber dinghy.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — travel by propelling a boat with oars




•
 
we rowed down the river all day.










3.
 
convey (a passenger) in a boat by propelling it with oars




•
 
her father was rowing her across the lake.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in the sport of rowing, especially competitively




•
 
he rowed for Yale.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a period of rowing.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





row back






reverse an earlier decision or previously held opinion; backtrack




•
 
he 
rowed back on

 his comments the following day




•
 
if the government attempts to 
row back from

 its commitments, disaster will result.





















– origin

 Old English 
rōwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to rudder
 ; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
remus

 ‘oar,’ Greek 
eretmon

 ‘oar.’





row3


 
/rou /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a noisy acrimonious quarrel




•
 
they had a row and she stormed out of the house.










2.
 
a serious dispute




•
 
the director is at the center of a row over policy decisions.










3.
 
a loud noise or uproar




•
 
if he's at home he must have heard that row.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a quarrel




•
 
they rowed about who would receive the money from the sale.














III.
 
phrases





make (or kick up) a row

 

‹Brit. informal›






a.
 
make a noise or commotion.




b.
 
make a vigorous protest.















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






rowan

 
/ˈrouən ˈrōən /

 
rowan tree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mountain ash, in particular the European 
Sorbus aucuparia

 .




2.
 
(also 
rowan berry

 )
 — the scarlet berry of the rowan tree.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally Scots and northern English): of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian 
rogn

 .





Rowan, Carl

 
/ˈrōən/






(1925–2000), US journalist and specialist in race relations; full name 
Carl Thomas Rowan

 . He wrote a nationally syndicated column from 1965. The US ambassador to Finland 1963–64, he went on to direct the US Information Agency 1964–65.









rowback

 
/ˈrōbak/






noun




an instance of reversing an earlier decision or previously held opinion




•
 
the government was forced into yet more rowbacks on budget cuts.




















rowboat

 
/ˈrōˌbōt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small boat propelled by oars.













rowdy

 
/ˈroudē/





I.
 
adjective




noisy and disorderly




•
 
it was a rowdy but good-natured crowd.














II.
 
noun




a noisy and disorderly person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rowdily

 
/ˈroudl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
rowdiness

 
/ˈroudēnis /






noun













3.
 
rowdyism

 
/ˈroudēˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US in the sense ‘lawless backwoodsman’): of unknown origin.





Rowe, Nicholas

 
/rō/






(1674–1718), English playwright. Notable works: 
Tamerlane

 (1701) and 
The Fair Penitent

 (1703).









rowel

 
/ˈrou(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a spiked revolving disk at the end of a spur.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use a rowel to urge on (a horse)




•
 
he 
roweled

 his horse 
on

 as fast as he could.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
roel(e

 ), from late Latin 
rotella

 , diminutive of Latin 
rota

 ‘wheel.’





rowen

 
/ˈrouən ˈrōən/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a second growth of grass or hay in one season.











– origin

 Middle English: from an Old Northern French variant of Old French 
regain

 ‘an increase.’





rower

 
/ˈrō(ə)r/






noun




a person who rows a boat, especially as a member of a racing team




•
 
the event will encourage young rowers to test their muscles.



















row house

 
/ˈrō ˌhous/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 any of a row of houses joined by common sidewalls.













rowing

 
/ˈrōiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of propelling a boat by means of oars.

Racing takes place in narrow, light boats (
shells

 ), between single rowers (
scullers

 ) with two oars, or between crews of two, four, or eight people with one oar each; crews are often steered by a coxswain.













rowing boat

 
/ˈrōiNG ˌbōt/






noun




British term for rowboat
 .













rowing machine

 
/ˈrōiNG məˌSHēn/






noun




an exercise machine with a sliding seat, used to strengthen the muscles used in rowing.













Rowling, J. K.

 
/ˈrouliNG/






(1965–), British writer; full name 
Joanne Kathleen Rowling

 . Her series of children's books featuring the character Harry Potter began with 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

 (1998).









rowlock

 
/ˈrōˌläk/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an oarlock.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of oarlock
 , influenced by the verb row
 2
 .





row vector

 
/ˈrō ˌvektər/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a vector represented by a matrix consisting of a single row of elements.













roxarsone

 
/räkˈsärˌsōn/






noun




an arsenic-containing antibiotic drug that is widely used as a food additive in the poultry industry to promote growth and control intestinal parasites. It is considered a source of arsenic contamination in water near some large poultry producers.













Roxbury

 
/ˈräksˌberē, -bərē/






a district of Boston in Massachusetts, today the center of the city's black community.









Roy

 
/roi/






a city in northeastern Utah, a southwestern suburb of Ogden; pop. 35,672 (est. 2008).










royal

 
/ˈroi(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the status of a king or queen or a member of their family




•
 
contributors included members of the royal family.










2.
 
belonging to or carried out or exercised by a king or queen




•
 
the royal palace




•
 
the coalition obtained royal approval for the appointment.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — in the service or under the patronage of a king or queen




•
 
a royal maid.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of a quality or size suitable for a king or queen; splendid




•
 
a royal fortune.










5.
 


‹informal›

 unmitigated; extreme




•
 
he might turn out to be 
a royal pain

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a member of a royal family, especially in England.




2.
 
short for royal sail
 or royal mast
 .




3.
 
(in full 
metric royal

 )
 — a paper size, now standardized at 636 × 480 mm.




4.
 
(in full 
royal octavo

 )
 — a book size, now standardized at 234 × 156 mm.




5.
 
(in full 
royal quarto

 )
 — a book size, now standardized at 312 × 237 mm.








III.
 
phrases





royal road to






a way of attaining or reaching something without trouble




•
 
there is no royal road to teaching.





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
roial

 , from Latin 
regalis

 ‘regal.’





Royal Air Force

 
/ˈroi(ə)l e(ə)r fôrs /

 
RAF






the British air force, formed in 1918.









royal antelope






noun




a shy West African antelope with an arched back, short neck, and a red and brown coat with white underparts. It is the smallest known antelope.

[
Neotragus pygmaeus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]













royal blue

 
/ˌroi(ə)l ˈblo͞o/






noun




a deep, vivid blue.













Royal Canadian Mounted Police

 
RCMP






the national police force of Canada, founded in 1873. A member of the force is informally called a Mountie
 .









royal fern

 
/ˈroi(ə)l fərn/






noun




a large pale green fern that has very long spreading fronds with widely spaced oblong lobes, occurring worldwide in wet habitats.

[
Osmunda regalis

 , family 
Osmundaceae

 .]













royal flush

 
/ˈroi(ə)l fləSH/






noun






[Poker]

 a straight flush including ace, king, queen, jack, and ten all in the same suit, which is the hand of the highest possible value when wild cards are not in use.













Royal Gorge






a steep defile on the Arkansas River in south central Colorado, near Cañon City, a noted tourist attraction. Also called 
Grand Canyon of the Arkansas

 .









royal icing

 
/ˌroi(ə)l ˈīsiNG/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 hard white icing made from confectioners' sugar and egg whites, typically used to decorate fruitcakes.













royalist

 
/ˈroiələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who supports the principle of monarchy or a particular monarchy.




2.
 
a supporter of the king against Parliament in the English Civil War.




3.
 


(US)

 a supporter of the British during the American Revolution; a Tory.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving support to the monarchy




•
 
the paper claims to be royalist.










2.
 
(in the English Civil War) supporting the king against Parliament




•
 
the royalist army.














III.
 
derivatives





royalism

 
/ˈroiəlˌizəm /






noun





















royal jelly

 
/ˌroi(ə)l ˈjelē/






noun




a substance secreted by honeybee workers and fed by them to larvae that are being raised as potential queen bees.













royally

 
/ˈroiəlē/






adverb



1.
 
by a king or queen




•
 
a royally appointed vice president.










2.
 
in a way suitable for a king or queen




•
 
he was paid royally by his wealthy patrons.










3.
 


‹informal›

 to an extreme degree; utterly (used for emphasis)


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
their priorities are royally messed up.



















Royal Marines

 
/ˈroi(ə)l məˈrēnz/






a British armed service (part of the Royal Navy) founded in 1664, trained for service at sea, or on land under specific circumstances.










royal mast






noun




a section of a sailing ship's mast above the topgallant.














Royal Navy

 
/ˈroi(ə)l ˈnāvē /

 
RN






the British navy. It was the most powerful navy in the world from the 17th century until World War II.









Royal Oak






a city in southeastern Michigan, northwest of Detroit; pop. 57,110 (est. 2008).









royal palm






noun




a New World palm that is widely cultivated as a roadside tree.

[Genus 
Roystonea

 , family 
Palmae

 : several species, in particular the 
Florida royal palm

 (
R. elata

 ) and the 
Cuban royal palm

 (
R. regia

 ).]













royal purple






noun




a rich deep shade of purple.














royal sail






noun




a sail above a sailing ship's topgallant sail.













Royal Society

 
/ˈroi(ə)l səˈsīədē /

 
Royal Society of London






the oldest and most prestigious scientific society in Britain. It was formed by followers of Francis Bacon to promote scientific discussion, especially in the physical sciences, and received its charter from Charles II in 1662.









royal stag






noun






(Brit.)

 a red deer stag with a head of twelve or more points.













royal tennis






noun




chiefly Australian term for court tennis
 .













royalty

 
/ˈroiəltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
people of royal blood or status




•
 
diplomats, heads of state, and royalty shared tables at the banquet.










2.
 
a member of a royal family




•
 
she swept by as if she were royalty.










3.
 
the status or power of a king or queen




•
 
the brilliance of her clothes, her jewels, all revealed her royalty.










4.
 
the most successful, famous, or highly regarded members of a particular group




•
 
it's not often you meet real Hollywood royalty, let alone chat to Angelina Jolie and Dustin Hoffman in one day.










5.
 
a sum of money paid to a patentee for the use of a patent or to an author or composer for each copy of a book sold or for each public performance of a work.




6.
 
a royal right (now especially over minerals) granted by a sovereign to an individual or corporation.




7.
 
a payment made by a producer of minerals, oil, or natural gas to the owner of the site or of the mineral rights over it.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
roialte

 , from 
roial

 (see royal
 ). The sense ‘royal right (esp. over minerals)’ (late 15th cent.) developed into the sense ‘payment made by a mineral producer to the site owner’ (mid 19th cent.), which was then transferred to payments for the use of patents and published materials.





royal warrant

 
/ˈroi(ə)l ˈwôrənt/






noun



1.
 
a warrant issued by a sovereign, in particular




2.
 
(
Royal Warrant

 )
 — (in the UK) one authorizing a company to display the royal arms, indicating that goods or services of quality are supplied to the sovereign or to a specified member of the royal family.













royal “we”






noun




the use of “we” instead of “I” by an individual person, as traditionally used by a sovereign




•
 
Queen Victoria once remarked, with British understatement, “we are not amused.”



















Royce, Sir Henry

 
/rois/






(1863–1933), English engine designer; full name 
Sir Frederick Henry Royce

 . He founded Rolls-Royce Ltd. with Charles Stewart Rolls in 1906.









rozzer

 
/ˈräzər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a police officer.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





RP






abbreviation




received pronunciation.













RPG

 
/ˈˌär ˈˌpē ˈjē/






abbreviation



1.
 
report program generator, a high-level commercial computer programming language.




2.
 
rocket-propelled grenade.




3.
 
role-playing game.













rpm

 
/ˌärˌpēˈem/






abbreviation



1.
 
resale price maintenance.




2.
 
revolutions per minute.













rps

 
r.p.s.






abbreviation




revolutions per second.













rpt






abbreviation




repeat.













RPV






abbreviation




remotely piloted vehicle.













RQ






abbreviation




respiratory quotient.













RR






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 railroad.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 rural route.













RRB






abbreviation




Railroad Retirement Board.














-rrhea

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 -rrhoea





I.
 
combining form




discharge; flow




•
 
diarrhea.

















– origin

 from Greek 
rhoia

 ‘flow, flux.’





rRNA






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 ribosomal RNA.













RRP






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 recommended retail price.













RRR






abbreviation




(of mail) return receipt requested.













RRSP






abbreviation






(Canadian)

 Registered Retirement Savings Plan.













RS






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the US) received standard.




2.
 
(in the UK) Royal Scots.













Rs.






abbreviation




rupee(s).













RSA






abbreviation



1.
 
Republic of South Africa.




2.
 
Royal Scottish Academy; Royal Scottish Academician.













RSC






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Society of Chemistry.













RSE






abbreviation




Royal Society of Edinburgh.













RSFSR






abbreviation






‹historical›

 Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic.













RSI






abbreviation




repetitive strain injury.













RSJ






abbreviation




rolled steel joist, a type of I-beam.













RSNC






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Society for Nature Conservation.













RSPCA

 
/ˈˌär ˈˌes ˈˌpē ˈˌsē ˈā/






abbreviation




(in the UK) Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.













RSS






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Really Simple Syndication, a standardized system for the distribution of content from an online publisher to Internet users.













RSV






abbreviation




Revised Standard Version (of the Bible).













RSVP

 
/ˌä ˌres ˌvē ˈpē/





I.
 
abbreviation




répondez s'il vous plaît, or please reply (used at the end of invitations to request a response).











– origin

 French.





RT






abbreviation



1.
 
radiotelegraphy.




2.
 
radiotelephony.




3.
 
retweet.













rt.






abbreviation




right.













RTA






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 road traffic accident.













rte.






abbreviation




route.













RTF






abbreviation




rich text format, developed to allow the transfer of graphics and formatted text between different applications and operating systems.













RTFM






abbreviation






[Computing]

 
‹vulgar slang›

 read the fucking manual (used especially in email in reply to a question whose answer is obvious).













Rt Hon.






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Right Honourable.













Rt Revd

 
Rt Rev






abbreviation




Right Reverend.













RTW






abbreviation




ready-to-wear.













Ru






symbol




the chemical element ruthenium.














RU-486

 
RU 486






noun




trademark for mifepristone
 .














rub

 
/rəb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move one's hand or a cloth repeatedly back and forth on the surface of (something) with firm pressure




•
 
she rubbed her arm, where she had a large bruise




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
rubbed at

 the dirt on his jeans.










2.
 
move (one's hand, a cloth, or another object) back and forth over a surface




•
 
he rubbed a finger around the rim of his mug.










3.
 
(with reference to two things) to move or cause to move to and fro against each other with a certain amount of pressure and friction


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
many insects make noises by rubbing parts of their bodies together




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the ice breaks into small floes that rub against each other.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of shoes or other hard items in contact with the skin) cause pain through friction




•
 
badly fitting shoes can rub painfully.










5.
 
make dry, clean, or smooth with pressure from a hand, cloth, or other object




•
 
she found a towel and began rubbing her hair




•
 
she rubbed herself as dry as possible.










6.
 
spread (ointment, polish, or a substance of similar consistency) over a surface with repeated movements of one's hand or a cloth




•
 
she took out her sunblock and rubbed some on her nose.










7.
 
(
rub something in/into/through

 )
 — work an ingredient into (a mixture) by breaking and blending it with firm movements of one's fingers




•
 
sift the flour into a bowl and rub in the fat.










8.
 
reproduce the design of (a gravestone, memorial tablet, etc.) by laying paper on it and rubbing the paper with charcoal, colored chalk, etc.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Lawn Bowling]

 (of a bowl) be slowed or diverted by the unevenness of the ground.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of rubbing




•
 
she pulled out a towel and gave her head a quick rub.










2.
 
an ointment designed to be rubbed on the skin to ease pain




•
 
a muscle rub.










3.
 
(usu. 
the rub

 )
 — a difficulty, especially one of central importance in a situation




•
 
that was the rub—she had not cared enough.







[from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 (
III

 . i. 65).]




4.
 


[Lawn Bowling]

 an inequality of the ground impeding or diverting a bowl; the diversion or hindering of a bowl by this.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not have two —— to rub together








‹informal›

 have none or hardly any of the specified item, especially money




•
 
she doesn't have two nickels to rub together.















2.
 
rub elbows (or shoulders)






associate or come into contact (with another person)




•
 
he rubbed elbows with TV stars at the party.















3.
 
rub one's hands






rub one's hands together to show keen satisfaction.









4.
 
rub it in (or rub someone's nose in something)








‹informal›

 emphatically draw someone's attention to an embarrassing or painful fact




•
 
they don't just beat you, they rub it in.















5.
 
rub noses






rub one's nose against someone else's in greeting (especially as traditional among Maoris and some other peoples).









6.
 
rub of the green





a.
 


[Golf]

 any accidental or unpredictable influence on the course or position of the ball.




b.
 
good fortune, especially as determining events in an athletic contest.









7.
 rub someone up) the wrong way ">
rub someone ( rub someone up) the wrong way






irritate or repel someone as by stroking a cat against the lie of its fur.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
rub something down





a.
 
dry, smooth, or clean something by rubbing.




b.
 
rub the sweat from a horse or one's own body after exercise.









2.
 
rub off






be transferred by contact or association




•
 
when parents are having a hard time, their tension can easily 
rub off on

 the kids.















3.
 
rub someone out








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 kill someone.









4.
 
rub something out






erase pencil marks with an eraser.















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): perhaps from Low German 
rubben

 , of unknown ultimate origin. The noun dates from the late 16th cent.






Rub' al-Khali

 
/ˌro͝ob alˈkälē, älˈKHälē/






a vast desert in the Arabian peninsula that extends from central Saudi Arabia south to Yemen and east to the United Arab Emirates and Oman. It is also known as the Great Sandy Desert and the Empty Quarter.










rubato

 
/ro͞oˈbädō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
noun




the temporary disregarding of strict tempo to allow an expressive quickening or slackening, usually without altering the overall pace.








II.
 
adjective




performed rubato.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘robbed.’





rubber1


 
/ˈrəbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tough elastic polymeric substance made from the latex of a tropical plant or synthetically.




2.
 
(
rubbers

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 rubber boots; galoshes.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 an oblong piece of rubber or similar material embedded in the pitcher's mound, on which the pitcher must keep one foot while delivering the ball.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a condom.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 an eraser for pencil or ink marks.








II.
 
phrases





where (or when) the rubber meets (or hits) the road








(US)

 
‹informal›

 the point at which a theory or idea is put to a practical test




•
 
the differences between effective and ineffective teachers show up where the rubber meets the road, in the brains of the students.







[with reference to the informal use of 
rubber

 to refer to the tires of a vehicle.]















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the verb rub
 + -er
 1
 . The original sense was ‘an implement (such as a hard brush) used for rubbing and cleaning.’ Because an early use of the elastic substance (previously known as caoutchouc
 ) was to rub out pencil marks, 
rubber

 gained the sense ‘eraser’ in the late 18th cent. The sense was subsequently (mid 19th cent.) generalized to refer to the substance in any form or use, at first often differentiated as India rubber
 .





rubber2


 
/ˈrəbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a contest consisting of a series of successive matches (typically three or five) between the same sides or people in tennis, cricket, and other games.




2.
 
(also 
rubber match

 or 
rubber game

 )
 — a deciding game in a rubber of cricket, tennis, etc.




3.
 


[Bridge]

 a unit of play in which one side scores bonus points for winning the best of three games.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin; early use was as a term in lawn bowling.





rubber band

 
/ˈrəbər ˌband/






noun




a loop of stretchy rubber for holding things together.













rubber boa






noun




a short snake with a stout shiny brown body that looks and feels like rubber, found in western North America.

[
Charina bottae

 , family 
Boidae

 .]













rubber boot






noun






(US)

 a knee-length waterproof rubber or plastic boot




•
 
let's put on our rubber boots and jump in the puddles!



















rubber bullet

 
/ˈrəbər ˈbo͝olət/






noun




a large projectile made of rubber and shot from a firearm, used especially in riot control.













rubber cement

 
/ˈrəbər səˈment/






noun




a cement or adhesive containing rubber in a solvent.













rubber check





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a check that is returned unpaid.











– origin

 1920s (originally US): by association with bounce
 .





rubber chicken






noun






‹informal›

 food, typically chicken, consumed at social gatherings, especially at the events and dinners necessary for a public figure to attend.













rubber duck





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 
‹informal›

 an inflatable flat-bottomed rubber dinghy, typically motorized.








II.
 
derivatives





rubber ducker






noun





















rubberize

 
/ˈrəbəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
rubberized

 )


1.
 
treat or coat (something) with rubber.













rubberneck

 
/ˈrəbərˌnek /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn one's head to stare at something in a foolish manner




•
 
a passerby rubbernecking at the accident scene.














II.
 
noun




a person who rubbernecks.








III.
 
derivatives





rubbernecker

 
/ˈrəbərˌnekər /






noun





















rubberoid

 
/ˈrəbəˌroid/






adjective




made of or resembling rubber.













rubber plant

 
/ˈrəbər ˌplant/






noun



1.
 
an evergreen tree of the fig family that has large dark green shiny leaves and is widely cultivated as a houseplant. Native to Southeast Asia, it was formerly grown as a source of rubber.

[
Ficus elastica

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]




2.
 
another term for rubber tree
 .













rubber stamp

 
/ˈrəbər stamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a handheld device for inking and imprinting a message or design on a surface.




2.
 
a person or organization that gives automatic approval or authorization to the decisions of others, without proper consideration




•
 
I hope we never get to the day judges dictate to juries so they become rubber stamps.










3.
 
an indication of automatic approval.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
approve automatically without proper consideration




•
 
the college would not rubber-stamp its athletes for graduation.




















rubber tree

 
/ˈrəbər ˌtrē/






noun



1.
 
a tree that produces the latex from which rubber is manufactured, native to the Amazonian rain forest and widely cultivated elsewhere.

[
Hevea brasiliensis

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other trees similar to the rubber tree.













rubbery

 
/ˈrəb(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




having a tough elastic texture, like that of rubber




•
 
portions of rubbery, unseasoned canned spaghetti




•
 


‹figurative›

 his rubbery legs and arms splayed almost out of control.














II.
 
derivatives





rubberiness

 
/ˈrəb(ə)rēnəs /






noun





















rubbing

 
/ˈrəbiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of rubbing something




•
 
dab at the stain—vigorous rubbing could damage the carpet.










2.
 
an impression of a design on brass or stone, made by rubbing on paper laid over it with colored wax, pencil, chalk, etc.













rubbing alcohol






noun






(N. Amer.)

 denatured alcohol, typically perfumed, used as an antiseptic or in massage.













rubbing strake






noun




a protective strip running along a boat's side below the gunwale to prevent damage when coming alongside something.














rubbish

 
/ˈrəbiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 waste material; refuse or litter




•
 
an alleyway high with rubbish.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 material that is considered unimportant or valueless




•
 
she had to sift through the rubbish in every drawer.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 absurd, nonsensical, or worthless talk or ideas




•
 
I suppose you believe that rubbish about vampires.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize severely and reject as worthless




•
 
he has pointedly rubbished professional estimates of the development and running costs.














III.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very bad; worthless or useless




•
 
people might say I was a rubbish manager.














IV.
 
derivatives





rubbishy

 
/ˈrəbəSHē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
rubbous

 ; perhaps related to Old French 
robe

 ‘spoils’; compare with rubble
 . The change in the ending was due to association with -ish
 1
 . The verb (1950s) was originally Australian and New Zealand slang.






rubble

 
/ˈrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
waste or rough fragments of stone, brick, concrete, etc., especially as the debris from the demolition of buildings




•
 
two buildings collapsed, trapping scores of people in the rubble.










2.
 
pieces of rough or undressed stone used in building walls, especially as filling for cavities.








II.
 
derivatives





rubbly

 
/ˈrəb(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from an Anglo-Norman French alteration of Old French 
robe

 ‘spoils’; compare with rubbish
 .





rubbled

 
/ˈrəbəld/






adjective




covered in rubble or reduced to rubble.













rub board






noun



1.
 
a board fitted with teeth, used for making drawnwork from linen.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for washboard
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













rubby

 
/ˈrəbē/






noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 an alcoholic who habitually drinks rubbing alcohol.













rubdown

 
/ˈrəbˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
a massage.




2.
 
an act of drying, smoothing down, or cleaning something by rubbing




•
 
a shower and a brisk rubdown with a towel




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
rubdown decals.



















rube

 
/ro͞ob/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a country bumpkin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of the given name 
Reuben

 .





Rube Goldberg





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 ingeniously or unnecessarily complicated in design or construction




•
 
a Rube Goldberg machine.

















– origin

 1950s: from the name of US cartoonist Goldberg, Rube
 .






rubella

 
/ro͞oˈbelə/





I.
 
noun




a contagious viral disease, with symptoms like mild measles. It can cause fetal malformation if contracted in early pregnancy.

Also called German measles
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, neuter plural of Latin 
rubellus

 ‘reddish.’





rubellite

 
/ˈro͞obəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a red variety of tourmaline.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
rubellus

 ‘reddish’ + -ite
 1
 .





Rubens, Sir Peter Paul

 
/ˈro͞obənz/






(1577–1640), Flemish painter. He is best known for his portraits and for his paintings of mythological subjects featuring voluptuous female nudes, such as in 
Venus and Adonis

 (
c.

 1635).










rubeola

 
/ˌro͞obēˈōlə/





I.
 
noun




medical term for measles
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin, diminutive (on the pattern of 
variola

 ) of Latin 
rubeus

 ‘red.’





rubescent

 
/ˌro͞oˈbes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 reddening; blushing.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
rubescent-

 ‘reddening,’ from the verb 
rubescere

 , from 
ruber

 ‘red.’





rubicon





I.
 
noun




(in piquet) an act of winning a game against an opponent whose total score is less than 100, in which case the loser's score is added to rather than subtracted from the winner's.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
score a rubicon against (one's opponent).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Rubicon
 .






Rubicon

 
/ˈro͞obəˌkän/





I.
 
a stream in northeastern Italy that marked the ancient boundary between Italy and Cisalpine Gaul. Julius Caesar led his army across it into Italy in 49 
BC

 , breaking the law forbidding a general to lead an army out of his province, and so committing himself to war against the Senate and Pompey. The ensuing civil war resulted in victory for Caesar after three years.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — a point of no return




•
 
on the way to political union we are now 
crossing the Rubicon

 .















rubicund

 
/ˈro͞obəˌkənd/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of someone's face) having a ruddy complexion; high-colored.








II.
 
derivatives





rubicundity

 
/ˌro͞obəˈkəndədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘red’): from Latin 
rubicundus

 , from 
rubere

 ‘be red.’





rubidium

 
/ro͞oˈbidēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Rb

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 37, a rare soft silvery reactive metal of the alkali metal group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
rubidus

 ‘red’ (with reference to its spectral lines).





rubidium–strontium dating






noun






[Geology]

 a method of dating rocks from the relative proportions of rubidium-87 and its decay product, strontium-87.













rubiginous

 
/ro͞oˈbijənəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 rust-colored.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
rubigo

 , 
rubigin-

 ‘rust’ + -ous
 .





Rubik's Cube

 
/ˈro͞obiks ˌkyo͞ob/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a puzzle in the form of a plastic cube covered with multicolored squares, which the player attempts to twist and turn so that all the squares on each face are of the same color.











– origin

 1980s: named after Erno 
Rubik

 (born 1944), its Hungarian inventor.





Rubinstein, Artur

 
/ˈro͞obənˌstīn/






(1888–1982), US pianist, born in Poland. He toured extensively in Europe and the US. Among his many recordings are the complete works of Chopin.









Rubinstein, Helena






(1882–1965), US beautician and businesswoman. She opened her first beauty salon in Australia in 1902 and then opened salons in London 1908, Paris 1912, and New York City 1915. Her organization became an international cosmetics manufacturer and distributor.









rubisco

 
/rəˈbisˌkō/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme present in plant chloroplasts, involved in fixing atmospheric carbon dioxide during photosynthesis and in oxygenation of the resulting compound during photorespiration.











– origin

 1980s: from 
r(ib)u(lose)

 + bis-
 + 
c(arb)o(xyl)

 .





ruble

 
/ˈro͞obəl /

 
rouble





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Russia and some other former republics of the Soviet Union, equal to 100 kopeks.











– origin

 via French from Russian 
rubl’

 .






rubric

 
/ˈro͞obrik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heading on a document.




2.
 
a direction in a liturgical book as to how a church service should be conducted.




3.
 
a statement of purpose or function




•
 
art for a purpose, not for its own sake, was his rubric.










4.
 
a category




•
 
party policies on matters falling 
under the rubric of

 law and order.














II.
 
derivatives





rubrical

 
/ˈro͞obrək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
rubrish

 (originally referring to a heading, section of text, etc., written in red for distinctiveness), from Old French 
rubriche

 , from Latin 
rubrica (terra

 ) ‘red (earth or ocher as writing material),’ from the base of 
rubeus

 ‘red’; the later spelling is influenced by the Latin form.





rubricate

 
/ˈro͞obrəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb






‹chiefly historical›

 add elaborate, typically red, capital letters or other decorations to (a manuscript).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rubrication

 
/ˌro͞obrəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
rubricator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
rubricat-

 ‘marked in red,’ from the verb 
rubricare

 , from 
rubrica

 (see rubric
 ).





ruby

 
/ˈro͞obē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious stone consisting of corundum in color varieties varying from deep crimson or purple to pale rose.




2.
 
an intense purplish-red color.




3.
 


[Printing]

 an old type size equal to 5½ points (smaller than nonpareil and larger than pearl).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
rubi

 , from medieval Latin 
rubinus

 , from the base of Latin 
rubeus

 ‘red.’





Ruby, Jack

 
/ˈro͞obē/






(1911–67), US nightclub owner; born 
Jack Rubenstein

 . On November 24, 1963, he shot and killed Lee Harvey Oswald, the man accused of murdering President Kennedy. The act was captured on national television.









ruby glass






noun




glass colored red by the inclusion of specific impurities such as metal oxides or gold.













Ruby Mountains






a range in northeastern Nevada, noted for its alpine scenery.









ruby port






noun




a deep red port, especially one matured in wood for only a few years and then fined.













ruby wedding

 
/ˈro͞obē ˈwediNG /

 
ruby wedding anniversary






noun




the fortieth anniversary of a wedding.













ruche

 
/ro͞oSH/





I.
 
noun




a frill or pleat of fabric as decoration on a garment or home furnishing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruched

 
/ro͞oSHt /






adjective













2.
 
ruching






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin 
rusca

 ‘tree bark,’ of Celtic origin.





ruck1


 
/rək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tightly packed crowd of people




•
 
Harry squeezed through the ruck to order another beer.










2.
 
(
the ruck

 )
 — the mass of ordinary people or things




•
 
education was the key to success, a way out of the ruck.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘stack of fuel, heap’): apparently of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian 
ruke

 ‘heap of hay.’






ruck2


 
/rək/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compress or move (cloth or clothing) so that it forms a number of untidy folds or creases




•
 
the baby's nightgown was 
rucked up

 to his armpits.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of cloth or clothing) form rucks




•
 
Eleanor's dress rucked up at the front.














II.
 
noun




a crease or wrinkle.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): from Old Norse 
hrukka

 .





ruck3


 
/rək/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a rucksack




•
 
I barely had time to repack my ruck.



















ruckle

 
/ˈrəkəl/






verb, noun






(Brit.)

 another term for ruck
 2
 .













rucksack

 
/ˈrəkˌsak ˈro͝okˌsak/





I.
 
noun




a bag with shoulder straps that allow it to be carried on someone's back, typically made of a strong, waterproof material and widely used by hikers; a backpack.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
rucken

 (dialect variant of 
Rücken

 ‘back’) + 
Sack

 ‘bag, sack.’





ruckus

 
/ˈrəkəs/





I.
 
noun




a disturbance or commotion




•
 
a child is raising a ruckus in class




•
 
the current ruckus over same-sex benefits.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps related to ruction
 and rumpus
 .





rucola

 
/ˈro͞okələ/






noun




another term for arugula
 .














ruction

 
/ˈrəkSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a disturbance or quarrel.




2.
 
(
ructions

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 unpleasant reactions to or complaints about something




•
 
If Mrs. Salt catches her there'll be ructions.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





rudaceous

 
/ro͞oˈdāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of rock) composed of relatively large fragments (larger than sand grains).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
rudus

 ‘rubble’ + -aceous
 .





rudbeckia

 
/ˌro͞odˈbekēə/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant of the daisy family, with yellow or orange flowers and a dark conelike center.

[Genus 
Rudbeckia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Olaf 
Rudbeck

 (1660–1740), Swedish botanist.





rudd

 
/rəd/





I.
 
noun




a freshwater fish of the minnow family with a silvery body and red fins. Native to Eurasia, it has isolated populations in the northeastern US.

[
Scardinius erythrophthalmus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently related to archaic 
rud

 ‘red color.’





Rudd, Kevin

 
/rəd/






(1957–), Australian Labor statesman; prime minister 2007–10 and 2013; full name 
Kevin Michael Rudd

 .










rudder

 
/ˈrədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat piece, usu. of wood, metal, or plastic, hinged vertically near the stern of a boat or ship for steering.




2.
 
a vertical airfoil pivoted from the horizontal stabilizer of an aircraft, for controlling movement around the vertical axis.




3.
 
application of a rudder in steering a boat, ship, or aircraft




•
 
bring the aircraft to a stall and apply 
full rudder






•
 
a small amount of extra rudder.

















– origin

 Old English 
rōther

 ‘paddle, oar’; related to Dutch 
roer

 , German 
Ruder

 , also to the verb row
 2
 .





rudderless

 
/ˈrədərləs/






adjective



1.
 
lacking a rudder.




2.
 
lacking a clear sense of one's aims or principles




•
 
today's leadership is rudderless.




















ruddle

 
/ˈrədl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red pigment consisting of ocher.




2.
 
a small block of ruddle or a similar substance that is attached to the chest of a ram to mark the sheep that it tups.











– origin

 late Middle English: related to obsolete 
rud

 ‘red color’ and red
 .





ruddy

 
/ˈrədē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's face) having a healthy red color




•
 
a cheerful pipe-smoking man of ruddy complexion.










2.
 
having a reddish color




•
 
the ruddy evening light.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “bloody.”








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make ruddy in color




•
 
a red flash ruddied the belly of a cloud.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruddily

 
/ˈrədl-ē /






adverb




(
 — 

‹rare›















2.
 
ruddiness

 
/ˈrədēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
rudig

 , from the base of archaic 
rud

 ‘red color’; related to red
 .





ruddy duck






noun




a New World stiff-tailed duck with a broad bill, the male having mainly deep red-brown plumage and white cheeks.

[
Oxyura jamaicensis

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













ruddy turnstone






noun




a turnstone of a New World race that breeds on the Arctic coastal tundra.













rude

 
/ro͞od/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
offensively impolite or ill-mannered




•
 
she had 
been rude to

 her boss




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it's rude to ask a lady her age.










2.
 
referring to a taboo subject such as sex in a way considered improper and offensive




•
 
he made a rude gesture.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having a startling abruptness




•
 
the war came as a very 
rude awakening

 .










4.
 
roughly made or done; lacking subtlety or sophistication




•
 
a rude coffin.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 ignorant and uneducated




•
 
the new religion was first promulgated by rude men.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 vigorous or hearty




•
 
Isabel had always been in 
rude health

 .














II.
 
derivatives





rudery

 
/-ərē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2, also ‘uncultured’): from Old French, from Latin 
rudis

 ‘unwrought’ (referring to handicraft), figuratively ‘uncultivated’; related to 
rudus

 ‘broken stone.’





rude boy






noun




(in Jamaica) a lawless urban youth who likes ska or reggae music.













rudely

 
/ˈro͞odlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an offensive or bad-mannered way




•
 
he rudely snatched the water pitcher




•
 
she is seen gesturing rudely to the paparazzi.










2.
 
in a startling and abrupt way




•
 
a stream of light in my eyes rudely awakened me.



















rudeness

 
/ro͞odnəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of manners; discourtesy




•
 
what I will not tolerate is rudeness.




•
 
Alice becomes disgusted by the rudeness of her three companions.










2.
 


‹dated›

 roughness or simplicity.













ruderal

 
/ˈro͞odərəl /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
adjective




(of a plant) growing on waste ground or among refuse.








II.
 
noun




a plant growing on waste ground or among refuse.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
ruderalis

 , from Latin 
rudera

 , plural of 
rudus

 ‘rubble.’





rudiment

 
/ˈro͞odəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the rudiments of

 )
 — the first principles of a subject




•
 
she taught the girls the rudiments of reading and writing.










2.
 
an elementary or primitive form of something




•
 
the rudiments of a hot-water system.










3.
 


[Biology]

 an undeveloped or immature part or organ, especially a structure in an embryo or larva that will develop into an organ, limb, etc.




•
 
the fetal lung rudiment.










4.
 


[Music]

 a basic pattern used by drummers, such as the roll, the flam, and the paradiddle.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
rudimentum

 , from 
rudis

 ‘unwrought,’ on the pattern of 
elementum

 ‘element.’





rudimentary

 
/ˌro͞odəˈment(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or limited to basic principles




•
 
he received a rudimentary education.










2.
 
of or relating to an immature, undeveloped, or basic form




•
 
a rudimentary stage of evolution.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rudimentarily

 
/ˌro͞odəmənˈterəlē /






adverb













2.
 
rudimentariness

 
/ˌro͞odəˈmen(t)ərēnəs /






noun





















rudist

 
/ˈro͞odist /

 
rudistid





I.
 
noun




a cone-shaped extinct bivalve mollusk that formed colonies resembling reefs in the Cretaceous period.

[Superfamily 
Rudistacea

 , order 
Hippuritoida

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Rudista

 (former group name), from Latin 
rudis

 ‘rude’; for the variant spelling see -id
 3
 .





Rudolf, Lake

 
/ˈro͞odälf/






former name (until 1979) for Lake Turkana (see Turkana, Lake
 ).









Rudolph, Wilma

 
/ˈro͞odôlf, -dälf/






(1940–94), US track athlete; full name 
Wilma Glodean Rudolph

 . A runner, she was the first American woman to win three track and field gold medals in one Olympics, 1960.









Rudra

 
/ˈro͝odrə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
(in the Rig Veda) a Vedic minor god, associated with the storm, father of the Maruts.




II.
 
one of the names of Shiva
 .










Rudras

 
/ˈro͝odrəs/






another term for Maruts
 .










rue1


 
/ro͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bitterly regret (something one has done or allowed to happen)




•
 
Ferguson will 
rue the day

 he turned down that offer




•
 
she might live to rue this impetuous decision.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 repentance; regret




•
 
with rue my heart is laden.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 compassion; pity




•
 
tears of pitying rue.

















– origin

 Old English 
hrēow

 ‘repentance,’ 
hrēowan

 ‘affect with contrition,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rouw

 ‘mourning’ and German 
Reue

 ‘remorse.’





rue2


 
/ro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a perennial evergreen shrub with bitter strong-scented lobed leaves that are used in herbal medicine.

[
Ruta graveolens

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other plants that resemble rue, especially in leaf shape, e.g., 
goat's-rue

 , 
meadow rue

 , 
wall rue

 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via Latin 
ruta

 from Greek 
rhutē

 .





rueful

 
/ˈro͞ofəl/





I.
 
adjective




expressing sorrow or regret, especially when in a slightly humorous way




•
 
she gave a rueful grin.














II.
 
derivatives





ruefulness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘pitiable’): from the noun rue
 1
 + -ful
 .





ruefully

 
/ˈro͞ofəlē/






adverb




in a way that expresses sorrow or regret, especially in a wry or humorous manner




•
 
the actor ruefully remarked that you are only as good as your last film.



















rufescent

 
/ro͞oˈfes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




tinged with red or rufous.








II.
 
derivatives





rufescence






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
rufescent-

 ‘becoming reddish,’ from the verb 
rufescere

 , from 
rufus

 ‘reddish.’





ruff1


 
/rəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projecting starched frill worn around the neck, characteristic of Elizabethan and Jacobean costume.




2.
 
a projecting or conspicuously colored ring of feathers or hair around the neck of a bird or mammal.




3.
 
(
pl.

 same or ruffs)
 — a northern Eurasian wading bird, the male of which has a large variously colored ruff and ear tufts in the breeding season, used in display.

[
Philomachus pugnax

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 ; the female is called a 
reeve

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruffed

 
/rəft /






adjective













2.
 
rufflike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (first used denoting a frill around a sleeve): probably from a variant of rough
 .





ruff2


 
/rəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible marine fish of Australian inshore waters that is related to the Australian salmon.

Also called roughy
 in Australia. [
Arripis georgianus

 , family 
Arripidae

 .]




2.
 
variant spelling of ruffe
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from ruffe
 .





ruff3


 
/rəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) play a trump in a trick that was led in a different suit.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — play a trump on (a card in another suit).








II.
 
noun




an act of ruffing or opportunity to ruff.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally the name of a card game resembling whist): from Old French 
rouffle

 , a parallel formation to Italian 
ronfa

 (perhaps an alteration of 
trionfo

 ‘a trump’).






ruff4


 
/rəf/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 one of the basic patterns (rudiments) of drumming, consisting of a single note preceded by either two grace notes played with the other stick (
double-stroke ruff

 or 
drag

 ) or three grace notes played with alternating sticks (
four-stroke ruff

 ).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably imitative.






ruffe

 
/rəf /

 
ruff





I.
 
noun




a freshwater fish of the perch family, with a greenish-brown back and yellow sides and underparts. Native to Eurasia, it has been introduced into Lakes Michigan and Superior.

[
Gymnocephalus cernua

 , family 
Percidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from a variant of rough
 .





ruffed grouse






noun




a North American woodland grouse that has a black ruff on the sides of the neck.

[
Bonasa umbellus

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ).]













ruffed lemur






noun




a lemur with a prominent muzzle and dense fur that forms a ruff around the neck, living in the Madagascan rain forest.

[
Varecia variegata

 , family 
Lemuridae

 .]













ruffian

 
/ˈrəfēən/





I.
 
noun




a violent person, especially one involved in crime.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruffianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
ruffianly

 
/ˈrəfēənlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
ruffian

 , from Italian 
ruffiano

 , perhaps from dialect 
rofia

 ‘scab, scurf,’ of Germanic origin.






ruffle

 
/ˈrəfəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disorder or disarrange (someone's hair), typically by running one's hands through it




•
 
he ruffled her hair affectionately.










2.
 
(of a bird) erect (its feathers) in anger or display




•
 
on his departure to the high wires, the starling ruffled his feathers and flirted his wings.










3.
 
disturb the smoothness or tranquility of




•
 
the evening breeze ruffled the surface of the pond in the yard.










4.
 
disconcert or upset the composure of (someone)




•
 
Brian had been ruffled by her questions.










5.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
ruffled

 )
 — ornament with or gather into a frill




•
 
a blouse with a high ruffled neck.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental gathered or goffered frill of lace or other cloth on a garment, especially around the wrist or neck.




2.
 
a vibrating drumbeat.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
ruffle someone's feathers






cause someone to become annoyed or upset




•
 
tampering with the traditional approach would ruffle a few feathers.















2.
 
smooth someone's ruffled feathers






make someone less angry or irritated by using soothing words.















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): of unknown origin. Current noun senses date from the late 17th cent.





rufiyaa

 
/ˈro͞ofēˌyä/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of the Maldives, equal to 100 laris.











– origin

 Maldivian.





rufous

 
/ˈro͞ofəs/





I.
 
adjective




reddish brown in color.








II.
 
noun




a reddish-brown color.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
rufus

 ‘red, reddish’ + -ous
 .






rug

 
/rəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a floor covering of thick woven material or animal skin, typically not extending over the entire floor.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a thick woolen coverlet or wrap, used especially when traveling.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a toupee or wig.








II.
 
phrases





pull the rug (out) from under






abruptly withdraw support from (someone)




•
 
the rug was pulled right out from beneath our feet.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a type of coarse woolen cloth): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian dialect 
rugga

 ‘coverlet,’ Swedish 
rugg

 ‘ruffled hair’; related to rag
 1
 . The sense ‘small carpet’ dates from the early 19th cent.





rugalach

 
/ˈrəɡələKH /

 
rugelach





I.
 
noun




a bite-size cookie made with cream-cheese dough rolled around a filling of nuts, poppy seed paste, chocolate, or jam.











– origin

 Yiddish, literally ‘little twists.’





rugby

 
/ˈrəɡbē /

 
rugby football





I.
 
noun




a team game played with an oval ball that may be kicked, carried, and passed from hand to hand. Points are scored by grounding the ball behind the opponents' goal line (thereby scoring a try) or by kicking it between the two posts and over the crossbar of the opponents' goal.

See also rugby league
 and rugby union
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after 
Rugby

 School, where the game was first played.






rugby league






noun




a form of rugby played in teams of thirteen, originally by a group of northern English clubs that separated from rugby union in 1895. Besides having somewhat different rules, the game differed from rugby union in always allowing professionalism.













rugby shirt






noun




a top of a kind worn by rugby players, having a buttoned collar and typically long-sleeved with broad stripes.














rugby union






noun




a form of rugby played in teams of fifteen. Unlike rugby league, the game was originally strictly amateur, being opened to professionalism only in 1995.













rugged

 
/ˈrəɡəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of ground or terrain) having a broken, rocky, and uneven surface




•
 
a rugged coastline.










2.
 
(of a machine or other manufactured object) strongly made and capable of withstanding rough handling




•
 
the binoculars are compact, lightweight, and rugged.










3.
 
having or requiring toughness and determination




•
 
a week of rugged, demanding adventure at an outdoor training center.










4.
 
(of a man's face or looks) having attractively strong, rough-hewn features




•
 
he was known for his rugged good looks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruggedly

 
/ˈrəɡədlē /






adverb













2.
 
ruggedness

 
/ˈrəɡədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘shaggy,’ also (of a horse) ‘rough-coated’): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish 
rugga

 ‘roughen,’ also with rug
 .





ruggedized

 
/ˈrəɡəˌdīzd/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 designed or improved to be hard-wearing or shock-resistant




•
 
ruggedized computers suitable for use on the battlefield.














II.
 
derivatives





ruggedization

 
/ˌrəɡədəˈzāSHən /






noun





















rugger

 
/ˈrəɡər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 rugby.













rugola

 
/ˈro͞oɡələ/






noun




another term for arugula
 .













rugosa

 
/ro͞oˈɡōsə, -zə /

 
rugosa rose





I.
 
noun




a widely cultivated Southeast Asian rose with dark green wrinkled leaves and deep pink flowers.

[
Rosa rugosa

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: feminine of Latin 
rugosus

 (see rugose
 ), used as a specific epithet.






rugose

 
/ˈro͞oˌɡōs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 wrinkled; corrugated




•
 
rugose corals.














II.
 
derivatives





rugosity

 
/ro͞oˈɡäsətē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
rugosus

 , from 
ruga

 ‘wrinkle.’





rug rat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a child.













Ruhr

 
/ro͝or/






a region of coal mining and heavy industry in North Rhine–Westphalia, in western Germany. It is named after the Ruhr River, which flows through it and meets the Rhine River near Duisburg. The Ruhr was occupied by French troops 1923–24, after Germany defaulted on war reparation payments.










ruin

 
/ˈro͞oin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the physical destruction or disintegration of something or the state of disintegrating or being destroyed




•
 
a large white house 
falling into

 gentle 
ruin

 .










2.
 
the remains of a building, typically an old one, that has suffered much damage or disintegration




•
 


the ruins of

 the castle




•
 
the church is a ruin now.










3.
 
the disastrous disintegration of someone's life




•
 
the ruin and heartbreak wrought by alcohol, divorce, and violence.










4.
 
the cause of the disintegration of a person's life or loss of their assets




•
 
they don't know how to say no, and that's been their ruin.










5.
 
the complete loss of one's money and other assets




•
 
the financial cost could mean ruin.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reduce (a building or place) to a state of decay, collapse, or disintegration


(as 
adj.

 
ruined

 )


•
 
a ruined castle.










2.
 
cause great and usually irreparable damage or harm to; have a disastrous effect on




•
 
a noisy freeway has ruined village life.










3.
 
reduce to a state of poverty




•
 
they were ruined by the highest interest rates this century.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 fall headlong or with a crash




•
 
carriages go ruining over the brink from time to time.














III.
 
phrases





in ruins






in a state of complete disorder or disintegration




•
 
the economy was in ruins.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘collapse of a building’): from Old French 
ruine

 , from Latin 
ruina

 , from 
ruere

 ‘to fall.’





ruination

 
/ˌro͞oəˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of ruining someone or something or of being ruined




•
 
commercial malpractice causes the ruination of thousands of people.










2.
 
the state of being ruined




•
 
the headquarters fell into ruination.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete 
ruinate

 + -ion
 .





ruinous

 
/ˈro͞oənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
disastrous or destructive




•
 
a ruinous effect on the environment.










2.
 
costing far more than can be afforded




•
 
the cost of their ransom might be ruinous.










3.
 
in ruins; dilapidated




•
 
the castle is ruinous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruinously

 
/ˈro͞oənəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ruinousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘falling down’): from Latin 
ruinosus

 , from 
ruina

 (see ruin
 ).





Ruisdael, Jacob van

 
/ˈroisˌdäl /

 
Ruysdael






(
c.

 1628–82), Dutch landscape painter. Born in Haarlem, he painted the surrounding landscape until his move to Amsterdam in 1657.









Ruiz de Alarcón, Juan

 
/ro͞oˈēs dā ˌälärˈkōn/






(1580–1639), Spanish playwright, born in Mexico City; full name 
Juan Ruiz de Alarcón y Mendoza

 .









Rukeyser, Louis

 
/ˈro͝oˌkīzər/






(1933–2006), US economic forecaster and commentator. He hosted the television program 
Wall Street Week

 1970–2002, and published two economic newsletters from 1992 and 1994.









Rukeyser, Muriel

 
/ˈro͞oˌkīzər/






(1913–80), US poet and writer. Her political activism is reflected in such poems as 
“The Book of the Dead”

 (1938) and 
“The Gates”

 (1976).









rukh

 
/ro͞ok/





I.
 
noun




another term for roc
 .











– origin

 from Hindi 
rūkh

 .





Rukh

 
/ro͞ok ro͞oKH/





I.
 
the nationalist movement that established the independence of Ukraine in 1991.







– origin

 Ukrainian, ‘people's movement.’






rule

 
/ro͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one of a set of explicit or understood regulations or principles governing conduct within a particular activity or sphere




•
 
the rules of the game were understood.










2.
 
a principle that operates within a particular sphere of knowledge, describing or prescribing what is possible or allowable




•
 
the rules of grammar.










3.
 
a code of practice and discipline for a religious order or community




•
 
the Rule of St. Benedict.










4.
 
control of or dominion over an area or people




•
 
the revolution brought an end to British rule.










5.
 
(
the rule

 )
 — the normal or customary state of things




•
 
such accidents are the exception rather than the rule.










6.
 
a strip of wood or other rigid material used for measuring length or marking straight lines; a ruler.




7.
 
a thin printed line or dash, generally used to separate headings, columns, or sections of text.




8.
 
(
Rules

 )
 — 

(Austral.)

 short for Australian Rules
 (football).




9.
 


[Law]

 an order made by a judge or court with reference to a particular case only.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exercise ultimate power or authority over (an area and its people)




•
 
Latin America today is ruled by elected politicians




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the period in which Spain 
ruled over

 Portugal.










2.
 
(of a feeling) have a powerful and restricting influence on (a person's life)




•
 
her whole life seemed to be ruled by fear.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be a dominant or powerful factor or force


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the black market rules supreme.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — pronounce authoritatively and legally to be the case




•
 
a federal court ruled that he was unfairly dismissed from his job.










5.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a planet) have a particular influence over (a sign of the zodiac, house, aspect of life, etc.).




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make parallel lines across (paper)


(as 
adj.

 
ruled

 )


•
 
a sheet of ruled paper.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as a rule






usually, but not always.









2.
 
make it a rule to do something






have as a habit or general principle to do something




•
 
I make it a rule never to mix business with pleasure.















3.
 
rule of law






the restriction of the arbitrary exercise of power by subordinating it to well-defined and established laws.









4.
 
rule of thumb






a broadly accurate guide or principle, based on experience or practice rather than theory.









5.
 
rule the roost






be in complete control.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





rule something out (or in)






exclude (or include) something as a possibility




•
 
the doctor ruled out appendicitis.


















V.
 
derivatives





ruleless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
reule

 (noun), 
reuler

 (verb), from late Latin 
regulare

 , from Latin 
regula

 ‘straight stick.’





rulebook

 
/ˈro͞olbək/






noun




the regulations or standards of behavior that should be followed in a particular job, organization, or sphere




•
 
a lot of bands decided they were going to tear up the rock rulebook and start again.



















rule of engagement

 
ROE






noun

 — (usu. 
rules of engagement

 )


1.
 
a directive issued by a military authority specifying the circumstances and limitations under which forces will engage in combat with the enemy.













rule of the road

 
/ro͞ol əv ə T͟Hē T͟H(ə) T͟Hē rōd/






noun

 — (usu. 
rules of the road

 )


1.
 
a custom or law regulating the direction in which two vehicles (or riders or ships) should move to pass one another on meeting, or which should yield to the other, so as to avoid collision.













rule of three

 
/ro͞ol əv ə THrē/






noun






[Mathematics]

 
‹dated›

 a method of finding a number in the same ratio to a given number as exists between two other given numbers.













ruler

 
/ˈro͞olər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person exercising government or dominion.




2.
 


[Astrology]

 another term for ruling planet
 .




3.
 
a straight strip or cylinder of plastic, wood, metal, or other rigid material, typically marked at regular intervals, to draw straight lines or measure distances.








II.
 
derivatives





rulership

 
/ˈro͞olərˌSHip /






noun





















Rules Committee






noun



1.
 
a legislative committee responsible for expediting the passage of bills.




2.
 
(
rules committee

 )
 — the body of people charged with overseeing the rules of an athletic league




•
 
the NCAA football rules committee considers unsportsmanlike acts to be the game's no. 1 problem.



















ruling

 
/ˈro͞oliNG/





I.
 
noun




an authoritative decision or pronouncement, especially one made by a judge.








II.
 
adjective




currently exercising authority or influence




•
 
the ruling coalition.



















ruling elder






noun




a nominated or elected lay official of any of various Christian churches, especially of a Presbyterian church.













ruling passion






noun




an interest or concern that occupies a large part of someone's time and effort




•
 
football remained their ruling passion.




















ruling planet






noun






[Astrology]

 a planet that is held to have a particular influence over a specific sign of the zodiac, house, aspect of life, etc.














rum1


 
/rəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an alcoholic liquor distilled from sugar-cane residues or molasses.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 intoxicating liquor.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of obsolete 
rumbullion

 , in the same sense.






rum2


 
/rəm/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 odd; peculiar




•
 
it's a rum business, certainly




•
 
they were a rum bunch.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rumly






adverb













2.
 
rumness






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





rumba

 
/ˈrəmbə /

 
rhumba





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rhythmic dance with Spanish and African elements, originating in Cuba.




2.
 
a piece of music for the rumba.




3.
 
a ballroom dance imitative of the rumba.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the rumba.











– origin

 1920s: from Latin American Spanish.





rumble

 
/ˈrəmbəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a continuous deep, resonant sound




•
 
thunder rumbled, lightning flickered.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (especially of a large vehicle) move with a rumbling sound




•
 
heavy trucks rumbled through the streets.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter in a deep, resonant voice




•
 
the man's low voice rumbled an instruction.










4.
 
(of a person's stomach) make a deep, resonant sound due to hunger.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 take part in a street fight between gangs or large groups




•
 
the five of them rumbled with the men in the other car.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 discover (an illicit activity or its perpetrator)




•
 
it wouldn't need a genius to rumble my little game.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous deep, resonant sound like distant thunder




•
 
the steady rumble of traffic




•
 


‹figurative›

 there were rumbles of discontent from small retailers.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a street fight between gangs or large groups.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch 
rommelen

 , 
rummelen

 , of imitative origin. 
Sense

 3 
of the

 verb may be a different word.





rumbler

 
/ˈrəmb(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that rumbles.




2.
 
a machine for peeling potatoes.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a round bell containing a small hard object placed inside to rattle, formerly used especially on horses' harnesses.













rumble seat

 
/ˈrəmbəl ˌsēt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an uncovered folding seat in the rear of an automobile.













rumble strip

 
/ˈrəmbəl strip/






noun




a series of raised strips across a road or along its edge, changing the noise a vehicle's tires make on the surface and so warning drivers of speed restrictions or of the edge of the road.













rumbling

 
/ˈrəmb(ə)liNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous deep, resonant sound




•
 
the rumbling of wheels in the distance.










2.
 
(often 
rumblings

 )
 — an early indication or rumor of dissatisfaction or incipient change




•
 
there are growing rumblings of discontent.














II.
 
adjective




making or constituting a deep resonant sound




•
 
a rumbling ancient air conditioner




•
 
a rumbling noise.



















rumbustious

 
/ˌrəmˈbəsCHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 boisterous or unruly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rumbustiously






adverb













2.
 
rumbustiousness






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably an alteration of archaic 
robustious

 ‘boisterous, robust.’





rumdum

 
/ˈrəmˌdəm/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a drunkard, especially a derelict alcoholic.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from rum
 1
 + dumb
 .






rumen

 
/ˈro͞omən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the first stomach of a ruminant, which receives food or cud from the esophagus, partly digests it with the aid of bacteria, and passes it to the reticulum.








II.
 
derivatives





ruminal






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘throat.’






ruminant

 
/ˈro͞omənənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an even-toed ungulate mammal that chews the cud regurgitated from its rumen. The ruminants comprise the cattle, sheep, antelopes, deer, giraffes, and their relatives.

[Suborder 
Ruminantia

 , order 
Artiodactyla

 : six families.]




2.
 
a contemplative person; a person given to meditation.








II.
 
adjective




of or belonging to ruminants.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
ruminant-

 ‘chewing over again,’ from the verb 
ruminari

 , from 
rumen

 ‘throat’ (see rumen
 ).





ruminate

 
/ˈro͞oməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
think deeply about something




•
 
we sat 
ruminating on

 the nature of existence.










2.
 
(of a ruminant) chew the cud.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruminative

 
/ˈro͞oməˌnādiv ˈro͞omənəˌtiv /






adjective













2.
 
ruminatively

 
/ˈro͞oməˌnādivlē ˈro͞omənəˌtivlē /






adverb













3.
 
ruminator

 
/ˈro͞oməˌnādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
ruminat-

 ‘chewed over,’ from the verb 
ruminari

 .





rumination

 
/ˌro͞oməˈnāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a deep or considered thought about something




•
 
philosophical ruminations about life and humanity.










2.
 
the action or process of thinking deeply about something




•
 
this film stuck out, demanding attention and rumination.










3.
 
the action of chewing the cud




•
 
cows slow down their rumination.



















rummage

 
/ˈrəmij/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search unsystematically and untidily through a mass or receptacle




•
 
he rummaged in his pocket for a handkerchief




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he rummaged the drawer for his false teeth.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — find (something) by rummaging




•
 
Mick 
rummaged up

 his skateboard.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a customs officer) make a thorough search of (a vessel)




•
 
our brief was to rummage as many of the vessels as possible.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unsystematic and untidy search through a mass or receptacle.




2.
 
a thorough search of a vessel by a customs officer.








III.
 
derivatives





rummager






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
arrumage

 , from 
arrumer

 ‘stow (in a hold),’ from Middle Dutch 
ruim

 ‘room.’ In early use the word referred to the arranging of items such as casks in the hold of a ship, giving rise (early 17th cent.) to the verb sense ‘make a search of (a vessel).’





rummage sale






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sale of miscellaneous secondhand articles, typically held in order to raise money for a charity or a special event.













rummer

 
/ˈrəmər/





I.
 
noun




a large drinking glass.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of Low Dutch origin; related to Dutch 
roemer

 ; the original meaning is perhaps ‘Roman glass.’





rummy1


 
/ˈrəmē/





I.
 
noun




a card game, sometimes played with two decks, in which the players try to form sets and sequences of cards.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





rummy2


 
/ˈrəmē/






adjective




another term for rum
 2
 .













rumor

 
/ˈro͞omər /

 


‹Brit.›

 rumour





I.
 
noun




a currently circulating story or report of uncertain or doubtful truth




•
 
they were investigating rumors of a massacre




•
 


rumor has it that

 he will take a year off.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be rumored

 )


1.
 
be circulated as an unverified account


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 


it's rumored that

 he lives on a houseboat




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she is rumored to have gone into hiding.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
rumur

 , from Latin 
rumor

 ‘noise.’






rumor mill






noun




used to refer to the process by which rumors and gossip are originated and circulated among a group of people




•
 
the rumor mill says that he was reimbursed to the tune of $25 million.




•
 
this assurance has failed to stop the rumor mill as club officials continue to examine all their options surrounding the future of the club.



















rumormonger

 
/ˈro͞omərˌmäNGɡər/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who spreads rumors.








II.
 
derivatives





rumormongering






noun





















rump

 
/rəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hind part of the body of a mammal or the lower back of a bird.




2.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 a person's buttocks.




3.
 
a small or unimportant remnant of something originally larger




•
 
once the profitable enterprises have been sold the unprofitable rump will be left.














II.
 
derivatives





rumpless

 
/ˈrəmpləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish and Norwegian 
rumpe

 ‘backside.’





rumple

 
/ˈrəmpəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
rumpled

 )


1.
 
give a creased, ruffled, or disheveled appearance to




•
 
a rumpled bed.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an untidy state.








III.
 
derivatives





rumply

 
/ˈrəmp(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘wrinkle’): from Middle Dutch 
rompel

 .





rumpot

 
/ˈrəmpät/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an alcoholic.













Rump Parliament





I.
 
the part of the Long Parliament in Britain that continued to sit after the forced exclusion of Presbyterian members in 1648. It voted for the trial that resulted in the execution of Charles I.







– origin

 origin uncertain: said to derive from 
The Bloody Rump

 , the name of a paper written before the trial, the word being popularized after a speech by Major General Brown, given at a public assembly; also said to have been coined by Clem Walker in his 
History of Independency

 (1648), as a term for those strenuously opposing the king.





rumpsprung

 
/ˈrəmpˌsprəNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of furniture) baggy and worn in the seat




•
 
a rumpsprung armchair.



















rump steak






noun




a cut of beef from the animal's rump.














rumpus

 
/ˈrəmpəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a noisy disturbance; a commotion




•
 
he caused a rumpus with his flair for troublemaking.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably fanciful.





rumpus room






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a room, typically in the basement of a house, used for games and recreation.













Rumsfeld, Donald Henry

 
/ˈrəmzfeld/






(1932–), US secretary of defense. He served in the US House of Representatives 1963–69 as an Illinois Republican before joining the Nixon Administration as an economic adviser 1969–72. Under President Ford, he became the youngest US secretary of defense (1975–77), a post he held again (2001–06), under President George W. Bush.









rumspringa

 
/ˈro͝omspriNGə/





I.
 
noun




(in some Amish communities) a period of adolescence in which boys and girls are given greater personal freedom and allowed to form romantic relationships, usually ending with the choice of baptism into the church or leaving the community.











– origin

 from Pennsylvania German, literally ‘to run around.’






run

 
/rən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move at a speed faster than a walk, never having both or all the feet on the ground at the same time




•
 
the dog ran across the road




•
 
she ran the last few yards, breathing heavily




•
 
he hasn't paid for his drinks—run and catch him.










2.
 
run as a sport or for exercise




•
 
I run every morning.










3.
 
(of an athlete or a racehorse) compete in a race




•
 
she ran in the 200 meters




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Dave has run 42 marathons.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — enter (a racehorse) for a race.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batter or base runner) attempt to advance to the next base.




6.
 
(of hounds) chase or hunt their quarry.




7.
 
(of a boat) sail directly before the wind, especially in bad weather.




8.
 
(of a migratory fish) go upriver from the sea in order to spawn.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move about in a hurried and hectic way




•
 
I've spent the whole day running around after the kids.










10.
 
(
run to

 )
 — have rapid recourse to (someone) for support or help




•
 
don't come running to me for a handout.










11.
 
pass or cause to pass quickly or smoothly in a particular direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the rumor ran through the pack of photographers




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Helen ran her fingers through her hair.










12.
 
move or cause to move somewhere forcefully or with a particular result


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the tanker 
ran aground

 off the Aleutian Islands




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a woman ran a stroller into the back of my legs.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 fail to stop at (a red traffic light).




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 navigate (rapids or a waterfall) in a boat.




15.
 
extend or cause to extend in a particular direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
cobbled streets run down to a tiny harbor




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he ran a wire under the carpet.










16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
run in

 )
 — (of a quality, trait, or condition) be common or inherent in members of (a particular family), especially over several generations




•
 
weight problems run in my family.










17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pass into or reach a specified state or level




•
 
inflation is 
running at

 11 percent




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
the decision ran counter to previous government commitments.










18.
 
(with reference to a liquid) flow or cause to flow


[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


•
 
a small river runs into the sea at one side of the castle




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she ran cold water into the sink.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause water to flow over (something)




•
 
I ran my hands under the faucet.










20.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fill (a bath) with water


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
I'll run you a nice hot bath.










21.
 
(
run with

 )
 — be covered or streaming with (a particular liquid)




•
 
his face was running with sweat.










22.
 
emit or exude a liquid




•
 
she was weeping loudly, and her nose was running.










23.
 
(of a solid substance) melt and become fluid




•
 
it was so hot that the butter ran.










24.
 
(of the sea, the tide, or a river) rise higher or flow more quickly




•
 
there was still a heavy sea running.










25.
 
(of dye or color in fabric or paper) dissolve and spread when the fabric or paper becomes wet




•
 
the red dye ran when the socks were washed.










26.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a stocking or pair of tights) develop a ravel.




27.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bus, train, ferry, or other form of transportation) make a regular journey on a particular route




•
 
buses run into town every half hour.










28.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (a particular form of public transportation) in service




•
 
the group is drawing up plans to run trains on key routes.










29.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (someone) somewhere in a car




•
 
I'll run you home.










30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be in charge of; manage




•
 
Andrea runs her own catering business




•
 (
-run

 )
 
an attractive family-run hotel.










31.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a system, organization, or plan) operate or proceed in a particular way




•
 
everything's running according to plan.










32.
 
organize and make available for other people




•
 
we decided to run a series of seminars.










33.
 
carry out (a test or procedure)




•
 
he asked the army to run tests on the anti nerve-gas pills.










34.
 
own, maintain, and use (a vehicle).




35.
 
be in or cause to be in operation; function or cause to function


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the car 
runs on

 unleaded fuel




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a number of peripherals can be 
run off

 one SCSI port.










36.
 
move or cause to move between the spools of a recording machine


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I ran the tape back




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the tape has run out.










37.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — continue or be valid or operative for a particular period of time




•
 
the course 
ran for

 two days




•
 
this particular debate will 
run on and on

 .










38.
 
[with 
adverbial

 or 
complement

 ]
 — happen or arrive at the specified time




•
 
the program was running fifteen minutes late.










39.
 
(of a play or exhibition) be staged or presented




•
 
the play ran on Broadway last year.










40.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be a candidate in a political election




•
 
he announced that he intended to 
run for

 President.










41.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a political party) sponsor (a candidate) in an election




•
 
they ran their first candidate for the school board.










42.
 
publish or be published in a newspaper or magazine


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the tabloids ran the story




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
when the story ran, there was a big to-do.










43.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a story, argument, or piece of writing) have a specified wording or contents




•
 
“Tapestries slashed!” ran the dramatic headline.










44.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring (goods) into a country illegally and secretly; smuggle




•
 
they run drugs for the cocaine cartels.










45.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of an object or act) cost (someone) (a specified amount)




•
 
a new photocopier will run us about $1,300.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or spell of running




•
 
I usually go for a run in the morning




•
 
a cross-country run.










2.
 
a running pace




•
 
Bobby set off 
at a run

 .










3.
 
an opportunity or attempt to achieve something




•
 
their absence means the Russians will have 
a clear run at

 the title.










4.
 
a preliminary test of the efficiency of a procedure or system




•
 
if you are styling your hair yourself, have a practice run.










5.
 
an attempt to secure election to political office




•
 
his run for the Republican nomination.










6.
 
an annual mass migration of fish up a river to spawn, or their return migration afterward




•
 
the annual salmon runs.










7.
 
a journey accomplished or route taken by a vehicle, aircraft, or boat, especially on a regular basis




•
 
the New York-Washington run.










8.
 
a short excursion made in a car




•
 
we could take a run out to the country.










9.
 
the distance covered in a specified period, especially by a ship




•
 
a record run of 398 miles from noon to noon.










10.
 
a short flight made by an aircraft on a straight and even course at a constant speed before or while dropping bombs.




11.
 


[Baseball]

 a point scored when a base runner reaches home plate after touching the other bases.




12.
 


[Cricket]

 a point scored by hitting the ball so that both batsmen are able to run between the wickets, or awarded in some other circumstances.




13.
 
a continuous spell of a particular situation or condition




•
 
he's had a run of bad luck.










14.
 
a continuous series of performances




•
 
the play had a long run on Broadway.










15.
 
a quantity or amount of something produced at one time




•
 
a production run of only 150 cars.










16.
 
a continuous stretch or length of something




•
 
long runs of copper piping.










17.
 
a rapid series of musical notes forming a scale.




18.
 
a sequence of cards of the same suit.




19.
 
(
a run on

 )
 — a widespread and sudden or continuous demand for (a particular currency or commodity)




•
 
there's been a big run on nostalgia toys this year.










20.
 
a sudden demand for repayment from a bank made by a large number of lenders




•
 
growing nervousness among investors led to a run on some banks.










21.
 
(
the run of

 )
 — free and unrestricted use of or access to




•
 
her cats were given the run of the house.










22.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ] (
the run

 )
 — the average or usual type of person or thing




•
 
she stood out from 
the general run of

 varsity cheerleaders.










23.
 
an enclosed area in which domestic animals or birds can run freely in the open




•
 
a chicken run.










24.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a track made or regularly used by a particular animal




•
 
a badger run.










25.
 
a sloping snow-covered course or track used for skiing, bobsledding, or tobogganing




•
 
a ski run.










26.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 a large open stretch of land used for pasture or the raising of stock




•
 
one of the richest cattle runs of the district.










27.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a line of unraveled stitches in stockings or tights.




28.
 
a downward trickle of paint or a similar substance when applied too thickly.




29.
 
a small stream or brook.




30.
 
(
the runs

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 diarrhea.




31.
 


[Nautical]

 the after part of a ship's bottom where it rises and narrows toward the stern.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be run off one's feet






see foot
 .









2.
 
come running






be eager to do what someone wants




•
 
he had only to snap his fingers, and she would come running.















3.
 
give someone/something a (good) run for their money






provide someone or something with challenging competition or opposition.









4.
 
have a (good) run for one's money






derive reward or enjoyment in return for one's outlay or efforts.









5.
 
on the run





a.
 
trying to avoid being captured




•
 
a kidnapper on the run from the FBI.










b.
 
while running




•
 
he took a pass on the run.










c.
 
continuously active and busy




•
 
I'm on the run every minute of the day.















6.
 
run a blockade






see blockade
 .









7.
 
run afoul (or foul) of





a.
 


[Nautical]

 collide or become entangled with (an obstacle or another vessel)




•
 
another ship ran afoul of us.










b.
 
come into conflict with; go against




•
 
the act may run afoul of consumer protection legislation.















8.
 
run dry





a.
 
(of a well or river) cease to flow or have any water.




b.
 
(especially of a source of money or information) be completely used up




•
 
municipal relief funds had long since run dry.















9.
 
run an errand






carry out an errand, typically on someone else's behalf.









10.
 
(make a) run for it






attempt to escape someone or something by running away.









11.
 
run the gauntlet






see gauntlet
 2
 .









12.
 
run high






see high
 .









13.
 
run oneself into the ground






see ground
 1
 .









14.
 
run its course






see course
 .









15.
 
run low (or short)





a.
 
become depleted




•
 
supplies had run short.










b.
 
have too little of something




•
 
we're 
running short of

 time.















16.
 
run a mile






see mile
 .









17.
 
run off at the mouth








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 talk excessively or indiscreetly.









18.
 
run someone out of town








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 force someone to leave a place.









19.
 
run rings around






see ring
 1
 .









20.
 
run riot






see riot
 .









21.
 
run the risk (or run risks)






see risk
 .









22.
 
run the show








‹informal›

 dominate or be in charge of a project, undertaking, or domain.









23.
 
run a temperature (or fever)






be suffering from a fever or high temperature.









24.
 
run someone/something to earth (or ground)





a.
 


[Hunting]

 chase a quarry to its lair.




b.
 
find someone or something, typically after a long search.









25.
 
run to ruin








‹archaic›

 fall into disrepair; gradually deteriorate.









26.
 
run to seed






see seed
 .









27.
 
run wild






see wild
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
run across






meet or find by chance




•
 
I just thought you might have run across him before.















2.
 
run after





a.
 


‹informal›

 seek to acquire or attain; pursue persistently




•
 
businesses that have spent years running after the boomer market.










b.
 
seek the company of (someone) with the aim of developing a romantic or sexual relationship with them.









3.
 
run against





a.
 


‹archaic›

 collide with (someone).




b.
 
happen to meet




•
 
I ran against Flanagan the other day.















4.
 
run along






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go away (used typically to address a child)




•
 
run along now, there's a good girl.















5.
 
run around with






see run with
 (
sense

 2).









6.
 
run at






rush toward (someone) to attack or as if to attack them.









7.
 
run away





a.
 
leave or escape from a place, person, or situation of danger




•
 
children who 
run away from

 home normally go to big cities.










b.
 
(
run off

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 leave one's home or current partner in order to establish a relationship with someone else




•
 
he 
ran off with

 his wife's best friend




•
 
Fran, let's 
run away together

 .










c.
 
try to avoid acknowledging or facing up to an unpleasant or difficult situation




•
 
the commissioners are 
running away from

 their responsibilities.















8.
 
run away with





a.
 
(of one's imagination or emotions) work wildly, so as to overwhelm (one)




•
 
Susan's imagination was running away with her.










b.
 
(of a horse) bolt with (its rider).




c.
 
accept (an idea) without thinking it through properly




•
 
a lot of people ran away with the idea that they were Pacifists.










d.
 
excel in or win (a competition) easily




•
 
the Yankees ran away with the series.















9.
 
run something by (or past)






tell (someone) about something, especially in order to ascertain their opinion or reaction.









10.
 
run someone/something down





a.
 
(of a vehicle or its driver) hit a person or animal and knock them to the ground.




b.
 
(of a boat) collide with another vessel.




c.
 
criticize someone or something unfairly or unkindly.




d.
 
find someone or something after a search




•
 
she finally ran the professor down.










e.
 


[Baseball]

 (of two or more fielders) try to tag out a base runner who is trapped between two bases, in the process throwing the ball back and forth.









11.
 
run something down (or run down)





a.
 
reduce (or become reduced) in size, numbers, or resources




•
 
hardwood stocks in some countries are rapidly running down.










b.
 
lose (or cause to lose) power; stop (or cause to stop) functioning




•
 
the battery has run down.










c.
 
gradually deteriorate (or cause to deteriorate) in quality or condition




•
 
the property had been allowed to run down.















12.
 
run someone in








‹informal›

 arrest someone.









13.
 
run into





a.
 
collide with




•
 
he ran into a lamp post.










b.
 
meet by chance




•
 
I ran into Stasia and Katie on the way home.










c.
 
experience (a problem or difficult situation)




•
 
the bank ran into financial difficulties.










d.
 
reach (a level or amount)




•
 
debts running into millions of dollars.










e.
 
blend into or appear to coalesce with




•
 
her words ran into each other.















14.
 
run off






see run away
 above.









15.
 
run off with








‹informal›

 steal




•
 
the treasurer had run off with the pension funds.















16.
 
run something off





a.
 
reproduce copies of a piece of writing on a machine.




b.
 
write or recite something quickly and with little effort.




c.
 
drain liquid from a container




•
 
run off the water that has been standing in the pipes.















17.
 
run on





a.
 
continue without stopping; go on longer than is expected




•
 
the story ran on for months.










b.
 
talk incessantly.




c.
 
(also 
run upon

 )
 — (of a person's mind or a discussion) be preoccupied or concerned with (a particular subject)




•
 
my thoughts always ran too much on death.










d.
 


[Printing]

 continue on the same line as the preceding matter.









18.
 
run out





a.
 
(of a supply of something) be used up




•
 
our food is about to run out.










b.
 
use up one's supply of something




•
 
we've 
run out of

 gasoline.










c.
 
become no longer valid




•
 
her contract runs out at the end of the year.










d.
 
(of rope) be paid out




•
 
slowly, he let the cables run out.










e.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — extend; project




•
 
a row of buildings ran out to Cityline Avenue.















19.
 
run out on








‹informal›

 abandon (someone); cease to support or care for.









20.
 
run over





a.
 
(of a container or its contents) overflow




•
 
the bath's running over.










b.
 
exceed (an expected limit)




•
 
the filming ran over schedule and budget.















21.
 
run someone/something over






(of a vehicle or its driver) knock a person or animal down and pass over their body




•
 
I almost ran over that raccoon.















22.
 
run through





a.
 
be present in every part of; pervade




•
 
a sense of personal loss runs through many of his lyrics.










b.
 
use or spend recklessly or rapidly




•
 
her husband had long since run through her money.















23.
 
run someone/something through






stab a person or animal so as to kill them.









24.
 
run through (or over) something





a.
 
discuss, read, or repeat something quickly or briefly




•
 
I'll just run through the schedule for the weekend.










b.
 
rehearse a performance or series of actions




•
 
okay, let's run through Scene 3 again.















25.
 
run to





a.
 
extend to or reach (a specified amount or size)




•
 
the document ran to almost 100 pages.










b.
 
be enough to cover (a particular expense); have the financial resources for




•
 
my income doesn't run to luxuries like taxis.










c.
 
(of a person) show a tendency to or inclination toward




•
 
she was tall and running to fat.















26.
 
run something up





a.
 
allow a debt or bill to accumulate quickly




•
 
he ran up debts of $153,000.










b.
 
achieve a particular score in a game or match




•
 
North Carolina ran up a 62–44 lead.










c.
 
make something quickly or hurriedly, especially a piece of clothing




•
 
I'll run up a dress for you.










d.
 
raise a flag.









27.
 
run up against






experience or meet (a difficulty or problem)




•
 
the proposal has been dropped because it could run up against Federal regulations.















28.
 
run with





a.
 
proceed with; accept




•
 
we do lots of tests before we run with a product.










b.
 
(also 
run around with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 associate habitually with (someone)




•
 
Larry was a good kid until he began running around with the wrong crowd.


















V.
 
derivatives





runnable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rinnan

 , 
irnan

 (verb), of Germanic origin, probably reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
rinna

 , 
renna

 . The current form with 
-u-

 in the present tense is first recorded in the 16th cent. / 
usage:

 On the use of verbs used with 
and

 instead of a 
to

 infinitive, as in 
run and

 fetch the paper, see usage at and
 .





runabout

 
/ˈrənəˌbout/






noun




a small car, motorboat, or light aircraft, especially one used for short trips.













run-and-gun






adjective






(US)

 (in sports) denoting fast, free-flowing play without emphasis on set plays or defense.













runaround

 
/ˈrənəˌround /

 

‹informal›







noun




difficult or awkward treatment, especially in which someone is evasive or avoids a question




•
 
the times he 
got the runaround

 looking for work.



















runaway

 
/ˈrənəˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a person who has run away, especially from their family or an institution.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an animal or vehicle that is running out of control




•
 
a runaway train.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something happening or done quickly, easily, or uncontrollably




•
 
the runaway success of the book.



















runback

 
/ˈrənbak/






noun






[Football]

 an act of advancing a ball caught after a kickoff, punt, or interception by running while carrying it.













runcible spoon

 
/ˌrənsəbəl ˈspo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a fork curved like a spoon, with three broad prongs, one of which has a sharpened outer edge for cutting.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: used by Edward Lear, perhaps suggested by late 16th-cent. 
rouncival

 , denoting a large variety of pea.





rundown





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈrənˌdoun /
 [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an analysis or summary of something by a knowledgeable person




•
 
he gave his teammates 
a rundown on

 the opposition.










2.
 
a reduction in the productivity or activities of a company or institution




•
 
a rundown in the business would be a devastating blow to the local economy.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 an attempt by two or more fielders to tag out a base runner who is trapped between two bases




•
 
he was caught in a rundown and tagged out by the shortstop.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌrənˈdoun /



1.
 
(especially of a building or area) in a poor or neglected state after having been prosperous




•
 
a run-down, vandalized inner-city area.










2.
 
(of a company or industry) in a poor economic state.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — tired and somewhat unwell, especially through overwork




•
 
feeling tired and generally run-down.



















rune

 
/ro͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a letter of an ancient Germanic alphabet, related to the Roman alphabet.




2.
 
a mark or letter of mysterious or magic significance.




3.
 
(
runes

 )
 — small stones, pieces of bone, etc., bearing runes, and used as divinatory symbols




•
 
the casting of the runes.










4.
 
a spell or incantation.




5.
 
a section of the Kalevala or of an ancient Scandinavian poem.

[from Finnish 
runo

 , from Old Norse.]





Runes were used by Scandinavians and Anglo-Saxons from about the 3rd century. They were formed mainly by modifying Roman or Greek characters to suit carving, and were used both in writing and in divination.




II.
 
derivatives





runic

 
/ˈro͞onik /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rūn

 ‘a secret, mystery’; not recorded between Middle English and the late 17th cent. when it was reintroduced under the influence of Old Norse 
rúnir

 , 
rúnar

 ‘magic signs, hidden lore.’





rune stone






noun



1.
 
a large stone carved with runes by ancient Scandinavians or Anglo-Saxons.




2.
 
a small stone, piece of bone, etc., marked with a rune and used in divination.













rung1


 
/rəNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horizontal support on a ladder for a person's foot.




2.
 
a level in a hierarchical structure, especially a class or career structure




•
 
we must ensure that the unskilled do not get trapped on the bottom rung.










3.
 
a strengthening crosspiece in the structure of a chair.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
runged






adjective













2.
 
rungless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hrung

 (
sense

 2); related to Dutch 
rong

 and German 
Runge

 .





rung2


 
/rəNG/






past participle of ring
 2
 .









run-in

 
/ˈrən ˌin/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a disagreement or fight, especially with someone in an official position




•
 
a run-in with armed police in Rio




•
 


‹humorous›

 a run-in with a parking meter.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 the approach to an action or event




•
 
the final run-in to the World Cup.










3.
 
the home stretch of a racecourse.













runlet

 
/ˈrənlət/






noun




a small stream.













runnel

 
/ˈrənl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow channel in the ground for liquid to flow through.




2.
 
a brook or rill.




3.
 
a small stream of a particular liquid




•
 


a runnel of

 sweat.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a brook or rill): variant of dialect 
rindle

 , influenced by the verb run
 .





runner

 
/ˈrənər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who runs, especially in a specified way




•
 
Mary was a fast runner.










2.
 
a person who runs competitively as a sport or hobby




•
 
a marathon runner.










3.
 
a horse that runs in a particular race




•
 
there were only four runners.










4.
 
a messenger, collector, or agent for a bank, bookmaker, or other organization.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 a base runner.




6.
 
a messenger in the army.




7.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who smuggles specified goods into or out of a country or area




•
 
a drug-runner.










8.
 
a rod, groove, or blade on which something slides.




9.
 
each of the long pieces on the underside of a sled that forms the contact in sliding.




10.
 
(often 
runners

 )
 — a roller for moving a heavy article.




11.
 
a ring capable of slipping or sliding along a strap or rod or through which something may be passed or drawn.




12.
 


[Nautical]

 a rope run through a block.




13.
 
a shoot, typically leafless, that grows from the base of a plant along the surface of the ground and can take root at points along its length.




14.
 
a plant that spreads by means of runners.




15.
 
a twining plant.




16.
 
a long, narrow rug or strip of carpet, especially for a hall or stairway.




17.
 
(also 
runner stone

 )
 — a revolving millstone.




18.
 
a fast-swimming fish of the jack family, occurring in tropical seas.

[Several species in the family 
Carangidae

 , in particular the colorfully striped 
rainbow runner

 (
Elagatis bipinnulata

 ) of warm seas worldwide, and the 
blue runner

 (
Caranx crysos

 ) of the western Atlantic.]








II.
 
phrases





do a runner








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 leave hastily, especially to avoid paying for something or to escape from somewhere.

















runner-up

 
/ˈˌrənər ˈəp/






noun



1.
 
a competitor or team taking second place in a contest




•
 
he was runner-up in the 200 m individual medley.










2.
 
a competitor finishing behind the winner in the specified position




•
 
third runner-up in last year's election.



















running

 
/ˈrəniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or movement of a runner




•
 
he accounted for 31 touchdowns with his running and passing.










2.
 
the sport of racing on foot




•
 
marathon running.










3.
 
an act of running a race




•
 
the 122nd running of the Mid-Summer Derby.










4.
 
the action of managing or operating something




•
 
the day-to-day running of the office.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting something that runs, in particular




2.
 
(of water) flowing naturally or supplied to a building through pipes and taps




•
 
hot and cold running water.










3.
 
(of a sore or a part of the body) exuding liquid or pus




•
 
a running sore.










4.
 
continuous or recurring over a long period




•
 
a running joke.










5.
 
done while running




•
 
a running jump.










6.
 
(of a measurement) in a straight line




•
 
today, those same lots are worth $6,000 a running foot.










7.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — consecutive; in succession




•
 
he failed to produce an essay for the third week running.














III.
 
phrases





in (or out of) the running






in (or no longer in) contention for an award, victory, or a place on a team




•
 
he is in the running for an Oscar.























running back






noun






[Football]

 an offensive player, typically a halfback, who specializes in carrying the ball.













running battle

 
/ˈrəniNG ˈbadl/






noun



1.
 
a military engagement that does not occur at a fixed location.




2.
 
a confrontation that has gone on for a long time.













running belay






noun






[Climbing]

 a device attached to a rock face through which a climbing rope runs freely, acting as a pulley if the climber falls.













running board

 
/ˈrəniNG bô(ə)rd/






noun




a footboard extending along the side of a vehicle, typically found on trucks, SUVs, and some early models of automobiles.













running commentary

 
/ˈrəniNG ˈkämənˌterē/






noun




an oral description of events, given as they occur.













running dog






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a servile follower, especially of a political system




•
 
the running dogs of capitalism.







[translating Chinese 
zǒugǒu

 .]




2.
 
a dog bred to run, especially for racing or pulling a sled.













running fire

 
/ˈrəniNG ˈfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
successive gunshots from a line of troops.




2.
 
a rapid succession of something




•
 
a running fire of comment in their choicest vernacular.



















running fix






noun




a determination of one's position made by taking bearings at different times and allowing for the distance covered in the meantime.













running gear






noun



1.
 
the moving parts of a machine, especially the wheels, steering, and suspension of a vehicle.




2.
 
the moving rope and tackle used in handling a boat.













running head

 
/ˈrəniNG hed/






noun




a heading printed at the top of each page of a book or chapter.













running knot






noun




a knot that slips along the rope and changes the size of the loop it forms.













running lights






plural noun



1.
 
another term for navigation lights
 .




2.
 
small lights on a motor vehicle that remain illuminated while the vehicle is running.













running mate

 
/ˈrəniNG ˌmāt/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an election candidate for the lesser of two closely associated political offices




•
 
a rationale offered by a presidential candidate for choosing his vice presidential running mate.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a horse entered in a race in order to set the pace for another horse from the same stable, which is intended to win.













running pine






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a clubmoss that has a ground-hugging habit and propagates by means of runners.

[Genus 
Lycopodium

 , family 
Lycopodiaceae

 , in particular 
L. clavatum

 .]













running repairs






plural noun




minor or temporary repairs carried out on machinery while it is in use.













running stitch

 
/ˈrəniNG stiCH/






noun




a simple needlework stitch consisting of a line of small even stitches that run in and out through the cloth without overlapping.













running total

 
/ˈrəniNG ˈtōdl/






noun




a total that is continually adjusted to take account of items as they are added.













runny

 
/ˈrənē/






adjective



1.
 
somewhat liquid; not firm




•
 
the soufflé was hard on top and quite runny underneath.










2.
 
(of a person's nose) producing or discharging mucus; running.




3.
 
dripping




•
 
a runny spout.



















Runnymede

 
/ˈrənēˌmēd/






a meadow on the southern bank of the Thames River, near Windsor. It is noted for its association with the Magna Carta, which was signed by King John in 1215 here or nearby.









runoff

 
/ˈrənäf/






noun



1.
 
a further competition, election, race, etc., after a tie or inconclusive result.




2.
 
the draining away of water (or substances carried in it) from the surface of an area of land, a building or structure, etc.




3.
 
the water or other material that drains freely off the surface of something.













run-of-the-mill

 
/ˈˌrən ə(v) T͟Hə ˈmil/






adjective




lacking unusual or special aspects; ordinary




•
 
a run-of-the-mill job.



















run-on

 
/ˈrənˌän/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a line of verse in which a sentence is continued without a pause beyond the end of a line, couplet, or stanza.




2.
 
(of a sentence) containing two or more independent clauses that are not separated by a colon or semicolon




•
 
his sentences were often run-on or confused.



















runout

 
/ˈrənout/






noun



1.
 
a length of time or stretch of ground over which something gradually ceases or is brought to an end or a halt




•
 
I skied the trail's long runout to the bottom and found the familiar yellow bus waiting.










2.
 
a slight error in a rotating tool, machine component, etc., such as being off-center or not exactly round.













runt

 
/rənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal that is smaller than average, especially the smallest in a litter.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 an undersized or weak person.








II.
 
derivatives





runty






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘old or decayed tree stump’): of unknown origin.





run-through

 
/rən THro͞o/






noun



1.
 
a rehearsal




•
 
a run-through of the whole show.










2.
 
a brief outline or summary




•
 
the textbooks provide a run-through of research findings.



















runtime

 
/ˈrəntīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the time that a film or DVD lasts




•
 
a thriller that is so well paced it seems a lot shorter than its three-hour runtime.










2.
 


[Computing]

 the length of time a program takes to run.




3.
 
the time at or during which a program is run.




4.
 
a cut-down version of a program that can be run but not changed.




•
 
you can distribute the runtime to your colleagues.














II.
 
adjective




(of software) in a reduced version that can be run but not changed.













runtime license






noun




a relatively broad software license enabling the holder to operate software on a network and in some cases to distribute it with other products.













run-up

 
/ˈrə ˌnəp/






noun



1.
 
a marked rise in the value or level of something




•
 
a sharp run-up of land and stock prices.










2.
 
the period preceding a notable event




•
 
an acrimonious 
run-up to

 legislative elections.










3.
 
an act of running briefly to gain momentum before performing a jump in track and field or other sports




•
 
high jumper Steve Smith will use his shortened five-stride run-up.










4.
 
an act of running an engine or turbine to prepare it for use or to test it.




5.
 


[Golf]

 a low approach shot that bounces and runs forward.













runway

 
/ˈrənˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a leveled strip of smooth ground along which aircraft take off and land.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a raised aisle extending into the audience from a stage, especially as used for fashion shows.




3.
 
an animal run, especially one made by small mammals in grass, under snow, etc.




4.
 
an incline or chute down which something slides or runs.













Runyon, Damon

 
/ˈrənyən/






(1884–1946), US author and journalist; full name 
Alfred Damon Runyon

 . His short stories about New York City's underworld characters are written in a highly individual style with much use of colorful slang. His collection 
Guys and Dolls

 (1932) formed the basis for the musical of the same name (1950).









ruote

 
/ro͞oˈōdē/





I.
 
noun




pasta that resembles small wheels with five spokes radiating from a hub.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘wheels.’






rupee

 
/ro͞oˈpē ˈro͞oˌpē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Mauritius, and the Seychelles, equal to 100 paise in India, Pakistan, and Nepal, and 100 cents in Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and the Seychelles.











– origin

 via Hindi from Sanskrit 
rūpya

 ‘wrought silver.’





Rupert, Prince

 
/ˈro͞opərt/






(1619–82), English general; son of 
Frederick V

 (elector of the Palatinate) and nephew of Charles I. The Royalist leader of cavalry, he initially won a series of victories, but was defeated by Parliamentarian forces at Marston Moor in 1644 and Naseby in 1645.










Rupert's Land

 
Prince Rupert's Land






a historical region of northern and western Canada, roughly corresponding to what is now Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Yukon, Alberta, and the southern part of the Northwest Territories.









rupestrian

 
/ro͝oˈpestrēən/





I.
 
adjective




(of art) done on rock or cave walls.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
rupestris

 ‘found on rocks’ (from Latin 
rupes

 ‘rock’) + -an
 .





rupiah

 
/ro͞oˈpēə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Indonesia, equal to 100 sen.











– origin

 Indonesian, from Hindi 
rūpyah

 (see rupee
 ).





rupture

 
/ˈrəpCHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a pipe, a vessel, or a bodily part such as an organ or membrane) break or burst suddenly




•
 
if the main artery ruptures he could die.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to break or burst suddenly and completely




•
 
the impact ruptured both fuel tanks.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer a bursting of (a bodily part)




•
 
it was her first match since rupturing an Achilles tendon.










4.
 
(
be ruptured

 or 
rupture oneself

 )
 — suffer an abdominal hernia




•
 
one of the boys was ruptured and needed to be fitted with a truss.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — breach or disturb (a harmonious feeling or situation)




•
 
once trust has been ruptured it can be difficult to regain.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of breaking or bursting suddenly and completely




•
 
a small hairline crack could develop into a rupture




•
 
the patient died after rupture of an aneurysm.










2.
 
an abdominal hernia.




3.
 
a breach of a harmonious relationship




•
 
the rupture with his father would never be healed.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
rupture

 or Latin 
ruptura

 , from 
rumpere

 ‘to break.’ The verb dates from the mid 18th cent.






rural

 
/ˈro͝orəl/





I.
 
adjective




in, relating to, or characteristic of the countryside rather than the town




•
 
remote rural areas.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ruralism






noun













2.
 
ruralist






noun













3.
 
rurality

 
/ro͝oˈralitē /






noun













4.
 
ruralization

 
/ˌro͝orələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌro͝orəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













5.
 
ruralize

 
/ˈro͝orəˌlīz /






verb













6.
 
rurally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
ruralis

 , from 
rus

 , 
rur-

 ‘country.’





rural route

 
RR






noun




a mail delivery route in a rural area.













Rurik

 
/ˈro͝orik /

 
Ryurik





I.
 
noun




a member of a dynasty that ruled Muscovy and much of Russia from the 9th century until the death of Fyodor, son of Ivan the Terrible, in 1598. It was reputedly founded by a Varangian chief who settled in Novgorod in 862.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Ruriks.













Ruritania

 
/ˌro͝orəˈtānēə/





I.
 
an imaginary kingdom in central Europe used as a fictional background for the adventure novels of courtly intrigue and romance written by 
Anthony Hope

 (1863–1933).




II.
 
derivatives





Ruritanian

 
/-ˈtānēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from rural
 , on the pattern of 
Lusitania

 .






ruse

 
/ro͞oz ro͞os/





I.
 
noun




an action intended to deceive someone; a trick




•
 
Eleanor tried to think of a ruse to get Paul out of the house.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a hunting term): from Old French, from 
ruser

 ‘use trickery,’ earlier ‘drive back,’ perhaps based on Latin 
rursus

 ‘backward.’





Ruse

 
/ˈro͞osā /

 
Rousse






an industrial city and the principal port of Bulgaria, on the Danube River; pop. 156,959 (2008).









rush1


 
/rəSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with urgent haste




•
 
Jason rushed after her




•
 
I rushed outside and hailed a taxi.










2.
 
(of air or a liquid) flow strongly




•
 
the water rushed in through the great oaken gates.










3.
 
act with great haste




•
 
as soon as the campaign started, they 
rushed into

 action




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
shoppers rushed to buy computers.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (someone) to act hastily




•
 
I don't want to 
rush

 you 
into

 something.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (someone) somewhere with great haste




•
 
an ambulance was waiting to rush him to the hospital.










6.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — deliver (something) quickly to (someone)




•
 
we'll rush you a copy at once.










7.
 
(
rush something out

 )
 — produce and distribute something, or put something up for sale, very quickly




•
 
a rewritten textbook was rushed out last autumn.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deal with (something) hurriedly




•
 
panic measures were 
rushed through

 Congress.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dash toward (someone or something) in an attempt to attack or capture them or it




•
 
he rushed the stronghold.










10.
 


[Football]

 advance rapidly toward (an offensive player, especially the quarterback).




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gain a specified amount of yardage or score a touchdown or conversion by running from scrimmage with the ball




•
 
he rushed for 100 yards on 22 carries.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 entertain (a new student) in order to assess their suitability for membership in a college fraternity or sorority.




13.
 
(of a student) visit (a college fraternity or sorority) with a view toward joining it




•
 
he rushed three fraternities.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden quick movement toward something, typically by a number of people




•
 
there was a 
rush for

 the door.










2.
 
a flurry of hasty activity




•
 
the pre-Christmas rush




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a rush job.










3.
 
a sudden strong demand for a commodity




•
 
there's been a 
rush on

 
the Tribune

 because of the murder.










4.
 
a sudden flow or flood




•
 
she felt a rush of cold air.










5.
 
a sudden intense feeling




•
 
Mark felt a rush of anger.










6.
 
a sudden thrill or feeling of euphoria such as experienced after taking certain drugs




•
 
users experience a rush.










7.
 


[Football]

 a rapid advance by a defensive player or players, especially toward the quarterback.




8.
 
an act of running from scrimmage with the ball to gain yardage.




9.
 
the process whereby college fraternities or sororities entertain new students in order to assess suitability for membership




•
 
ranking pledges during rush




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
rush week.










10.
 
(
rushes

 )
 — the first prints made of a movie after a period of shooting.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rusher






noun













2.
 
rushingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
ruser

 ‘drive back,’ an early sense of the word in English (see ruse
 ).





rush2


 
/rəSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a marsh or waterside plant with slender stemlike pith-filled leaves, widely distributed in temperate areas. Some kinds are used for matting, chair seats, and baskets, and some were formerly used for strewing on floors.

[Genus 
Juncus

 , family 
Juncaceae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of plants of wet habitats that are similar to rushes, e.g., 
flowering rush

 .




3.
 
a stem of a rush plant.




4.
 
rushes used as a material.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing of no value (used for emphasis)




•
 
not one of them is 
worth a rush

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rushlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
rushy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
risc

 , 
rysc

 , of Germanic origin.





Rushdie, Salman

 
/ˈrəSHdē/






(1947–), British novelist, born in India; full name 
Sir Ahmed Salman Rushdie

 . His work, chiefly associated with magic realism, includes 
Midnight's Children

 (1981) and 
The Satanic Verses

 (1988). The latter, regarded by Muslims as blasphemous, caused Ayatollah Khomeini to issue a fatwa in 1989 that condemned Rushdie to death.









rushed

 
/rəSHt/






adjective



1.
 
done or completed too hurriedly; hasty




•
 
a rushed job.










2.
 
(of a person) short of time; hurrying




•
 
I 'm too rushed to do it.



















rush hour

 
/rəSH ou(ə)r/






noun




a time during each day when traffic is at its heaviest.













rushlight

 
/ˈrəSHˌlīt/






noun






‹historical›

 a candle made by dipping the pith of a rush in tallow.













Rushmore, Mount

 
/ˈrəSHˌmôr/






a mountain in the Black Hills of South Dakota, noted for its giant busts of four US presidents—George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln—carved 1927–41 under the direction of sculptor Gutzon Borglum (1867–1941).









rus in urbe

 
/ˌro͞os in ˈo͝orbe/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an illusion of countryside created by a building or garden within a city.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘country in the city.’





rusk

 
/rəsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, dry biscuit or piece of twice-baked bread, especially one prepared for use as baby food.




2.
 
twice-baked bread used as extra filling, for example in sausages, and formerly as rations at sea.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish or Portuguese 
rosca

 ‘twist, coil, roll of bread,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





Rusk, Dean

 
/rəsk/






(1909–94), US educator and statesman; full name 
David Dean Rusk

 . He served as secretary of state under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson 1961–69 and was a strong proponent of US involvement in Vietnam.









Ruskin, John

 
/ˈrəskin/






(1819–1900), English art and social critic. His prolific writings include attacks on Renaissance art in 
The Stones of Venice

 (1851–53), capitalism in 
“The Political Economy of Art”

 (1857), and utilitarianism in 
Unto This Last

 (1860).










Russell, Bertrand

 
/ˈrəsəl/






3rd Earl Russell (1872–1970), British philosopher, mathematician, and social reformer; full name 
Bertrand Arthur William Russell

 . In 
Principia Mathematica

 (1910–13) he and A. N. Whitehead attempted to express all of mathematics in formal logic terms. He expounded logical atomism in 
Our Knowledge of the External World

 (1914) and neutral monism in 
The Analysis of Mind

 (1921). Nobel Prize for Literature (1950).









Russell, Bill






(1934–), US basketball player and coach; full name 
William Felton Russell

 . A center, he played for the Boston Celtics 1956–69 and also coached them from 1966, becoming the first African-American head coach in the NBA. He coached the Seattle Supersonics 1973–77 and the Sacramento Kings 1987–88. Basketball Hall of Fame (1974).









Russell, John






1st Earl Russell (1792–1878), British statesman; prime minister 1846–52 and 1865–66.









Russell, Ken






(1927–2011), English movie director; born 
Henry Kenneth Alfred Russell

 . Characterized by extravagant and extreme imagery, his movies, such as 
Women in Love

 (1969), have often attracted controversy for their depiction of sex and violence.









Russell's paradox





I.
 
a logical paradox stated in terms of set theory, concerning the set of all sets that do not contain themselves as members, namely that the condition for it to contain itself is that it should not contain itself.







– origin

 1920s: named after Bertrand 
Russell

 (see Russell, Bertrand
 ).





Russell's viper





I.
 
noun




a large venomous Asian snake that has a yellow-brown body with black markings.

[
Daboia russelli

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Patrick 
Russell

 (1727–1805), Scottish physician and naturalist.





Russellville

 
/ˈrəsəlˌvil/






a city in central Arkansas, on the northern shore of the Arkansas River, northwest of Little Rock; pop. 27,602 (est. 2008).









russet

 
/ˈrəsət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
reddish brown in color




•
 
gardens of russet and gold chrysanthemums.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 rustic; homely.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a reddish-brown color




•
 
the woods in autumn are a riot of russet and gold.










2.
 
a dessert apple of a variety with a slightly rough greenish-brown skin.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a coarse homespun reddish-brown or gray cloth used for simple clothing.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become russet in color.




2.
 
(of smooth-skinned fruit) develop a rough reddish-brown or yellowish-brown skin, or patches of such


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a week of humid weather has russeted the pears




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
this variety of apple tends not to russet.














IV.
 
derivatives





russety






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
rousset

 , diminutive of 
rous

 ‘red,’ from Provençal 
ros

 , from Latin 
russus

 ‘red.’






Russia

 
/ˈrəSHə/





I.
 
a country in northern Asia and eastern Europe; pop. 140,041,200 (est. 2009); capital, Moscow; language, Russian (official).

Official name Russian Federation
 .





The modern state originated from the expansion of the principality of Muscovy into a great empire. Russia played an increasing role in Europe from the time of Peter the Great in the early 18th century. Following the overthrow of the tsar in the Russian Revolution of 1917, Russia became the largest of the constituent republics of the Soviet Union, with more than three quarters of the area and over half of the population. On the breakup of the Soviet Union and the collapse of communist control in 1991, Russia emerged as an independent state and a founding member of the Commonwealth of Independent States.





Russia leather






noun




a durable leather made from calfskin and impregnated with birchbark oil, used for bookbinding.














Russian

 
/ˈrəSHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Russia, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Russia.




2.
 
a person of Russian descent.




3.
 


‹historical›

 (in general use) a national of the former Soviet Union.




4.
 
the East Slavic language of Russia.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Russianist

 
/ˈrəSH(ə)nəst /






noun













2.
 
Russianization

 
/ˌrəSHənəˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
Russianize

 
/ˈrəSHəˌnīz /






verb













4.
 
Russianness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Russianus

 .





Russian ballet






noun




a style of ballet developed at the Russian Imperial Ballet Academy, popularized in the West by Sergei Diaghilev's Ballets Russes from 1909.













Russian Blue






noun




a cat of a breed with short grayish-blue fur, green eyes, and large pointed ears.













Russian boot






noun




a boot that loosely encloses the wearer's calf.














Russian doll






noun




another term for matryoshka
 .














Russian Federation

 
/ˈrəSHən ˈˌfedəˈrāSHən/






official name for Russia
 .









Russian olive






noun






(N. Amer.)

 see oleaster
 .













Russian Orthodox Church






the national church of Russia.

See Orthodox Church
 .









Russian Revolution

 
/ˈrəSHən ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHən/






the revolution in the Russian empire in 1917, in which the tsarist regime was overthrown and replaced by Bolshevik rule under Lenin.

There were two phases to the Revolution: the first, in March (Old Style, February, whence 
February Revolution

 ), was sparked off by food and fuel shortages during World War I and began with strikes and riots in Petrograd (St Petersburg). The tsar abdicated, and a provisional government was set up. The second phase, in November 1917 (Old Style, October, whence 
October Revolution

 ), was marked by the seizure of power by the Bolsheviks in a coup led by Lenin. After workers' councils or 
soviets

 took power in major cities, the new Soviet constitution was declared in 1918.









Russian roulette

 
/ˈˌrəSHən ro͞oˈlet/






noun



1.
 
the practice of loading a bullet into one chamber of a revolver, spinning the cylinder, and then pulling the trigger while pointing the gun at one's own head.




2.
 
an activity that is potentially very dangerous.













Russian salad

 
/ˌrəSHən ˈsaləd/






noun






(Brit.)

 a salad of mixed diced vegetables with mayonnaise.













Russian tea






noun




tea laced with rum and typically served with lemon.













Russian thistle






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a prickly tumbleweed that is an inland form of saltwort. Native to Eurasia, it was accidentally introduced into North America, where it has become a pest. Also called 
Russian tumbleweed

 .

[
Salsola kali

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]













Russify

 
/ˈrəsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make Russian in character.








II.
 
derivatives





Russification

 
/ˌrəsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Russki

 
/ˈrəskē ˈro͝oskē /

 
Russky





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a Russian.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian 
russkiĭ

 ‘Russian,’ or from Russian
 , on the pattern of Russian surnames ending in 
-skiĭ

 .





Russo-

 
/ˈrəsō/






combining form



1.
 
Russian; Russian and …




•
 
Russo-Japanese.










2.
 
relating to Russia.













Russo-Japanese War

 
/ˌrəsōˌjapənēz ˈwôr/






a war between the Russian empire and Japan in 1904–05, caused by territorial disputes in Manchuria and Korea. Russia suffered a series of humiliating defeats, and the peace settlement gave Japan the ascendancy in the disputed region.









Russophile

 
/ˈrəsəˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who is friendly toward Russia or fond of Russia and Russian things, especially someone who is sympathetic to the political system and customs of the former Soviet Union.








II.
 
derivatives





Russophilia

 
/ˌrəsəˈfilēə /






noun





















Russophobe

 
/ˈrəsəˌfōb/





I.
 
noun




a person who feels an intense dislike toward Russia and Russian things, especially the political system or customs of the former Soviet Union.








II.
 
derivatives





Russophobia

 
/ˌrəsəˈfōbēə /






noun





















russula

 
/ˈrəs(y)ələ/





I.
 
noun




a widespread woodland toadstool that typically has a brightly colored flattened cap and a white stem and gills.

[Genus 
Russula

 , family 
Russulaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 : numerous species. See also sickener
 (
sense

 2).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
russus

 ‘red’ (because many, such as the sickener, have a red cap).






rust

 
/rəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reddish- or yellowish-brown flaky coating of iron oxide that is formed on iron or steel by oxidation, especially in the presence of moisture.




2.
 
a state of deterioration or disrepair resulting from neglect or lack of use




•
 
they are here to scrape the rust off the derelict machinery of government.










3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a fungal disease of plants that results in reddish or brownish patches.

[The fungi belong to 
Puccinia

 and other genera, order 
Uredinales

 , class 
Teliomycetes

 .]




4.
 
a reddish-brown color


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
his rust-colored hair.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be affected with rust




•
 
the blades had 
rusted away






•
 (as 
adj.

 
rusting

 )
 
rusting machinery.










2.
 
deteriorate through neglect or lack of use.








III.
 
derivatives





rustless

 
/ˈrəs(t)ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
rūst

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
roest

 , German 
Rost

 , also to red
 .





Rust Belt






noun

 — (
the Rust Belt

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 parts of the northeastern and midwestern US that are characterized by declining industry, aging factories, and a falling population. Steel-producing cities in Pennsylvania and Ohio are at its center.




•
 
the smokestacks of the Rust Belt were no longer allowed to blast wastes into the air.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the state's Rust Belt economy.



















rust bucket






noun






‹informal›

 a car, ship, or other vehicle that is old and badly rusted.













rust-colored

 


‹Brit.›

 rust-coloured






adjective




of a reddish-brown color




•
 
clouds of rust-colored dust.




















rustic

 
/ˈrəstik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the countryside; rural.




2.
 
having a simplicity and charm that is considered typical of the countryside




•
 
bare plaster walls and a terra-cotta floor give a rustic feel.










3.
 


‹often derogatory›

 lacking the sophistication of the city; backward and provincial




•
 
you are a rustic halfwit.










4.
 
constructed or made in a plain and simple fashion, in particular




5.
 
made of untrimmed branches or rough timber




•
 
a rustic oak bench.










6.
 


[Architecture]

 with rough-hewn or roughened surface or with deeply sunk joints




•
 
a rustic bridge.










7.
 
denoting freely formed lettering, especially a relatively informal style of handwritten Roman capital letter.








II.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 an unsophisticated country person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rustically

 
/ˈrəstək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
rusticity

 
/rəˈstisədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘rural’): from Latin 
rusticus

 , from 
rus

 ‘the country.’





rusticate

 
/ˈrəstəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go to, live in, or spend time in the country.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fashion (masonry) in large blocks with sunk joints and a roughened surface


(as 
adj.

 
rusticated

 )


•
 
the stable block was built of rusticated stone.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 suspend (a student) from a university as a punishment (used chiefly at Oxford and Cambridge).








II.
 
derivatives





rustication

 
/ˌrəstəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘countrify’): from Latin 
rusticat-

 ‘(having) lived in the country,’ from the verb 
rusticari

 , from 
rusticus

 (see rustic
 ).





Rustin, Bayard

 
/ˈrəstin/






(1910–87), US civil rights leader and peace activist. As a special assistant to Martin Luther King, Jr., he helped to organize the 1963 March on Washington. He was the executive director of the A. Philip Randolph Institute 1964–87.









rustle

 
/ˈrəsəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a soft, muffled crackling sound like that caused by the movement of dry leaves or paper




•
 
she came closer, her skirt swaying and rustling.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move with a rustling sound




•
 
a nurse rustled in with a syringe.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (something), causing it to make a rustling sound




•
 
Dolly rustled the paper irritably.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — round up and steal (cattle, horses, or sheep).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move or act quickly or energetically; hustle




•
 
rustle around the kitchen, see what there is.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a soft, muffled crackling sound like that made by the movement of dry leaves or paper




•
 
there was a rustle in the undergrowth behind her.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





rustle something up








‹informal›

 produce something quickly when it is needed




•
 
see if you can rustle up a cup of coffee for Paula and me, please.


















IV.
 
derivatives





rustler

 
/ˈrəslər /






noun





rustle
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): imitative; compare with Flemish 
rijsselen

 and Dutch 
ritselen

 . The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





Ruston

 
/ˈrəstən/






a commercial city in northern Louisiana; pop. 21,123 (est. 2008).









rustproof

 
/ˈrəs(t)pro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




(of metal or a metal object) not susceptible to corrosion by rust.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make resistant to corrosion by rust.














rusty

 
/ˈrəstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a metal object) affected by rust




•
 
a rusty hinge.










2.
 
rust-colored




•
 
green grass turning a rusty brown.










3.
 
(of knowledge or a skill) impaired by lack of recent practice




•
 
my typing is a little rusty.










4.
 
stiff with age or disuse




•
 
it was my first race for three months and I felt a bit rusty.










5.
 
(of a voice) croaking




•
 
her voice sounded rusty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
rustily

 
/ˈrəstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
rustiness

 
/ˈrəstēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
rūstig

 (see rust
 , -y
 1
 ).





rusty dusty





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's buttocks




•
 
get up off your rusty dusty.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dusty, fusty’): reduplication of rusty
 . The current transferred use originated in African-American usage in the 1940s.





rut1


 
/rət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long deep track made by the repeated passage of the wheels of vehicles.




2.
 
a habit or pattern of behavior that has become dull and unproductive but is hard to change




•
 
the administration was stuck 
in a rut

 and was losing its direction.














II.
 
derivatives





rutty

 
/ˈrədē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Old French 
rute

 (see route
 ).





rut2


 
/rət/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the rut

 )


1.
 
an annual period of sexual activity in deer and some other mammals, during which the males fight each other for access to the females.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
rutting

 )


1.
 
engage in rutting




•
 
a rutting stag.














III.
 
derivatives





ruttish

 
/ˈrədiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
rugitus

 , from 
rugire

 ‘to roar.’






rutabaga

 
/ˈro͞odəˌbāɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large, round, yellow-fleshed root that is eaten as a vegetable.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the European plant of the cabbage family that produces this root.

[
Brassica napus

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : ‘napobrassica’ group.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Swedish dialect 
rotabagge

 .






ruth

 
/ro͞oTH/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a feeling of pity, distress, or grief.











– origin

 Middle English: from the verb rue
 1
 , probably influenced by Old Norse 
hrygth

 .





Ruth

 
/ro͞oTH/






a book of the Bible telling the story of Ruth, a Moabite woman, who married her deceased husband's kinsman Boaz and bore a son, Obed, who became grandfather to King David.









Ruth, Babe






(1895–1948), US baseball player; born 
George Herman Ruth

 ; also known as the 
Bambino

 . He played for the Boston Red Sox 1914–19, the New York Yankees 1919–34, and the Boston Braves 1935. Originally a pitcher, he later became noted for his hitting, setting a record of 714 home runs that remained unbroken until 1974 and a single-season record in 1927 of 60 home runs that was not broken until 1961. Baseball Hall of Fame (1936).









ruthenium

 
/ro͞oˈTHēnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ru

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 44, a hard silvery-white metal of the transition series.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from medieval Latin 
Ruthenia

 , so named because it was discovered in ores from the Urals.






ruther

 
/ˈrəT͟Hər/






adverb




nonstandard spelling of rather
 , used in representing dialectal speech:




•
 
I'd ruther walk.







Compare with druther
 .













Rutherford, Dame Margaret






(1892–1972), English actress. Chiefly remembered for her roles as a formidable but jovial eccentric, she won an Academy Award for 
The VIPs

 (1963).










Rutherford, Sir Ernest

 
/ˈrəT͟Hərfərd/






1st Baron Rutherford of Nelson (1871–1937), New Zealand physicist, regarded as the founder of nuclear physics. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1908).









rutherfordium

 
/ˌrəT͟Hərˈfôrdēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Rf

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 104, a very unstable element made by high-energy atomic collisions.











– origin

 1960s: modern Latin, named after E. 
Rutherford

 (see Rutherford, Sir Ernest
 ).





ruthless

 
/ˈro͞oTHləs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing no pity or compassion for others




•
 
a ruthless manipulator.

















– origin

 Middle English: from ruth
 + -less
 .





ruthlessly

 
/ˈro͞oTHləslē/






adverb




without pity or compassion for others




•
 
they fell prey to money lenders who ruthlessly exploited them.



















ruthlessness

 
/ˈro͞oTHləsnəs/






noun




the quality of lacking pity or compassion for others




•
 
the real-world ruthlessness of business.



















rutilant

 
/ˈro͞odələnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 glowing or glittering with red or golden light




•
 
rutilant gems.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
rutilant-

 ‘glowing red,’ from the verb 
rutilare

 , from 
rutilus

 ‘reddish.’





rutile

 
/ˈro͞otēl/





I.
 
noun




a black or reddish-brown mineral consisting of titanium dioxide, typically occurring as needlelike crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, or from German 
Rutil

 , from Latin 
rutilus

 ‘reddish.’





rutin

 
/ˈro͞otn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a flavonoid compound found in common rue, buckwheat, capers, and other plants, and sometimes taken as a dietary supplement.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
ruta

 ‘rue’ + -in
 1
 .





Rutland

 
/ˈrətlənd/






an industrial and commercial city in south central Vermont; pop. 16,742 (est. 2008).









Rutledge, John

 
/ˈrətlij/






(1739–1800), US Supreme Court associate justice 1789–91. He resigned as associate justice to serve as chief justice of South Carolina. In 1795, he was appointed US chief justice by President Washington and served for a short time but was ultimately rejected by the US Senate.









Rutledge, Wiley Blount






Jr. (1894–1949), US Supreme Court associate justice 1943–49. Appointed to the Court by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, he tended toward liberalism.









rutted

 
/ˈrədəd/






adjective




having long deep tracks made by the repeated passage of the wheels of vehicles




•
 
a gruelling drive on rutted dirt roads.



















Ruwenzori






variant form of Rwenzori
 .









RV

 
/ˌäːrˈvē/






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 recreational vehicle.




2.
 
a rendezvous point.




3.
 
Revised Version (of the Bible).













Rv.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Revelations.













R-value






noun




the capacity of an insulating material to resist heat flow. The higher the R-value, the greater the insulating power.













RVer

 
/ˌärˈvēər/






noun




a user of a recreational vehicle.













RW






abbreviation



1.
 
Right Worshipful.




2.
 
Right Worthy.













Rwanda

 
/ro͝oˈändə/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in central Africa, north of Burundi and south of Uganda; pop. 10,746,300 (est. 2009); capital, Kigali; official languages, Kinyarwanda (a Bantu language), English, and French. Official name 
Rwandese Republic

 .





The area of Rwanda was part of German East Africa from 1894, passing to Belgian control after World War I. Rwanda became independent as a republic in 1962, shortly after the violent overthrow of the Tutsi monarchy by the majority Hutu people. In 1994 more than 500,000 people, largely Tutsis, were slaughtered by predominantly Hutu supporters of the government, and more than a million fled as refugees into the Democratic Republic of Congo and neighboring countries. The Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front took power as the new government.




II.
 
derivatives





Rwandese

 
/-dēz, -dēs /






adjective, noun





















Rwandan

 
/ro͞oˈänd(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Rwanda or its people




•
 
a well-known Rwandan university lecturer.














II.
 
noun




a native or citizen of Rwanda




•
 
he is the only Rwandan left in the tournament.




















Rwenzori

 
/ˌro͞owənˈzôrē /

 
Ruwenzori






a mountain range in central Africa, on the Uganda–Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) border between lakes Edward and Albert. It rises to 16,765 feet (5,110 m) at Margherita Peak on Mount Stanley. The range is generally thought to be the “Mountains of the Moon” mentioned by Ptolemy and, as such, the supposed source of the Nile.









rwy.






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 railway.













Rx






abbreviation



1.
 
prescription.




2.
 
(in prescriptions) take.




3.
 
tens of rupees.













Ry






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Railway.














-ry






suffix




a shortened form of -ery
 (as in 
devilry

 , 
rivalry

 ).













Ryan, Nolan

 
/ˈrīən/






(1947–), US baseball player; full name 
Lynn Nolan Ryan, Jr.

 He pitched for the New York Mets 1966, 1968–71, the California Angels 1972–79, the Houston Astros 1980–88, and the Texas Rangers 1989–93. He holds the career records for no-hitters (7) and strikeouts (5,714). Baseball Hall of Fame (1999).









Ryazan

 
/ˌrēəˈzän, ryi-/






an industrial city in western Russia, southeast of Moscow; pop. 510,800 (est. 2008).










Rybinsk

 
/ˈrib(y)insk/






a city in northwestern Russia, a port on the Volga River; pop. 211,000 (est. 2008). It was formerly known as Shcherbakov 1946–57 and as Andropov 1984–89.









Rydberg atom

 
/ˈridˌbərɡ ˌadəm/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an atom in a highly excited state in which one electron has almost sufficient energy to escape. Atoms, usually hydrogen atoms, in this 
Rydberg state

 are used in atomic research.











– origin

 named after J. R. 
Rydberg

 (see Rydberg constant
 ).






Rydberg constant

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a constant, 1.097 x 107
 m−1
 , that appears in the formulae for the wave numbers of lines in atomic spectra and is a function of the rest mass and charge of the electron, the speed of light, and Planck's constant.







– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Johannes R. 
Rydberg

 (1854–1919), Swedish physicist.





Ryder, Albert Pinkham

 
/ˈrīdər/






(1847–1917), US artist. He is known for atmospheric seascapes, such as 
Toilers of the Sea

 (1884), and pastoral landscapes.









Ryder Cup

 
/ˌrīdər ˈkəp/





I.
 
a golf tournament held every two years and played between teams of male professionals from the US and Europe (originally Great Britain), first held in 1927.







– origin

 so named because the trophy was donated by Samuel 
Ryder

 (1859–1936), English seed merchant.





rye

 
/rī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wheatlike cereal plant that tolerates poor soils and low temperatures.

[
Secale cereale

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]




2.
 
grains of this, used mainly for making bread or whiskey and for fodder


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
rye flour.










3.
 
(also 
rye whiskey

 )
 — whiskey in which a significant amount of the grain used in distillation is fermented rye




•
 
half a bottle of rye.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for rye bread
 :




•
 
pastrami on rye.

















– origin

 Old English 
ryge

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
rogge

 and German 
Roggen

 .






rye bread






noun




bread made wholly or partly with rye flour, typically with caraway seeds added.













ryegrass

 
/ˈrīˌɡras/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian grass that is widely grown as forage.

[Genus 
Lolium

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
L. perenne

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
ray-grass

 , of unknown origin.





Ryle, Gilbert

 
/rīl/






(1900–76), English philosopher. He did much to make Oxford a leading center for philosophical research. In 
The Concept of Mind

 (1949), he attacked the mind-body dualism of Descartes.









Ryle, Sir Martin






(1918–84), English astronomer. His demonstration that remote objects appeared to be different from closer ones helped to establish the Big Bang theory of the universe. Nobel Prize for Physics (1974), shared with 
Antony Hewish

 (1924–).









ryokan

 
/rēˈōˌkän, -ˌkan/





I.
 
noun




a traditional Japanese inn.











– origin

 Japanese.





ryot

 
/ˈrīət/





I.
 
noun




an Indian peasant or tenant farmer.











– origin

 from Urdu 
raiyat

 , from Arabic 
ra῾īyya

 ‘flock, subjects,’ from 
ra῾ā

 ‘to pasture.’





ryu

 
/rēˈo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a school or style in Japanese arts, especially in the martial arts.











– origin

 Japanese.





Ryukyu Islands

 
/rēˈo͞okyo͞o ˌīləndz/






a chain of islands in the western Pacific Ocean, stretching about 600 miles (960 km) from the southern tip of the island of Kyushu in Japan to Taiwan. The largest island is Okinawa.









Ryun, Jim

 
/ˈrīən/






(1947–), US athlete and politician; full name 
James Ronald Ryun

 . In 1964, he became the first high-schooler to break the 4-minute mile, and in 1966 he set world records in the mile and half-mile runs. He won a silver medal in the 1500-meter run at the 1968 Olympic games. A Republican from Kansas, he served in the US House of Representatives 1997–2007.









s





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
second(s).




2.
 


[Law]

 section (of an act).




3.
 
shilling(s).




4.
 


[Grammar]

 singular.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 solid.




6.
 
(in genealogies) son(s).




7.
 
succeeded.




8.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting electrons and orbitals possessing zero angular momentum and total symmetry




•
 
s-electrons.







[
s

 from 
sharp

 , originally applied to lines in atomic spectra.]








II.
 
symbol




(in mathematical formulae) distance.













S1


 
/es /

 
s






noun



1.
 
the nineteenth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after R in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
a shape like that of a capital S


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an S-bend.



















S2


 
/es/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
siemens.




2.
 
small (as a clothes size).




3.
 
South or Southern




•
 
65° S.










4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 Svedberg unit(s).








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
the chemical element sulfur.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 entropy.




3.
 
(chiefly in Catholic use) Saint




•
 
S Ignatius Loyola.



















's

 

‹informal›







contraction



1.
 
is




•
 
it's raining.










2.
 
has




•
 
she's gone.










3.
 
us




•
 
let's go.










4.
 
does




•
 
what's he do?



















's-





I.
 
prefix






‹archaic›

 (used chiefly in oaths) God's




•
 
'sblood.

















– origin

 shortened form.






-s1






I.
 
suffix




denoting the plurals of nouns (as in 
apples

 , 
wagons

 , etc.).

Compare with -es
 1
 .











– origin

 Old English plural ending 
-as

 .






-s2






I.
 
suffix




forming the third person singular of the present of verbs (as in 
sews

 , 
vaunts

 , etc.).

Compare with -es
 2
 .











– origin

 Old English dialect.






-s3






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adverbs such as 
afterwards

 , 
besides

 .




2.
 
forming possessive pronouns such as 
hers

 , 
ours

 .











– origin

 Old English 
-es

 , masculine and neuter genitive singular ending.





-s4






I.
 
suffix




forming nicknames or hypocoristics




•
 
Pops.

















– origin

 suggested by -s
 1
 .






-'s1






I.
 
suffix




denoting possession in singular nouns, also in plural nouns not having a final 
-s






•
 
the car's engine




•
 
Mrs. Ross's son




•
 
the children's teacher.

















– origin

 Old English, masculine and neuter genitive singular ending.





-'s2






I.
 
suffix




denoting the plural of a letter or symbol




•
 
T's




•
 
9's.

















usage:

 In the formation of plurals of regular nouns, it is incorrect to use an apostrophe: six pens (not six pen's). There are a few special occasions, however, in which the apostrophe indicates plurals, as with letters and symbols where 
s

 added without punctuation would look odd (or be undecipherable): ABC's; the five W's; dot your i's and cross your t's; the code is two H's followed by four #'s.





SA






abbreviation



1.
 
Salvation Army.




2.
 
South Africa.




3.
 
South America.




4.
 


‹historical›

 Sturmabteilung.













s.a.






abbreviation



1.
 
semiannual.




2.
 
sex appeal.




3.
 
without year or date.

[from Latin 
sine anno

 .]




4.
 
subject to approval.














Saale1


 
/ˈzälə, ˈsä-/






a river in east central Germany. Rising in northern Bavaria near the border with the Czech Republic, it flows 265 miles (425 km) north to join the Elbe River near Magdeburg.









Saale2


 
/ˈzälə/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 the penultimate Pleistocene glaciation in northern Europe, corresponding to the Wolstonian of Britain (and possibly the Riss of the Alps).




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down at the time of the Saale glaciation.








II.
 
derivatives





Saalian

 
/-lēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1930s: from Saale
 1
 .





Saame

 
/ˈsämē/






plural noun




variant spelling of Sami
 .













Saami

 
/ˈsämē/






plural noun




variant spelling of Sami
 .














Saar

 
/sär/





I.
 
a river in western Europe. Rising in the Vosges Mountains in eastern France, it flows 150 miles (240 km) north to join the Mosel River in Germany, just east of the border with Luxembourg.

French name Sarre
 .




II.
 
the Saarland.









Saarbrücken

 
/särˈbro͝okən, zärˈbrYkən/






an industrial city in western Germany, the capital of Saarland, on the Saar River, close to the border with France; pop. 177,900 (est. 2006).









Saarinen

 
/ˈsärənən/





I.
 
the name of a family of US architects, born in Finland.




II.
 


Eliel

 (1873–1950); full name 
Gottlieb Eliel Saarinen

 . He designed the Cranbrook Academy of Art in Michigan and served as its president 1932–48.




III.
 


Eero

 (1910–61); the son of Eliel. He designed the Memorial Arch in St. Louis 1947–60 and the US Embassy in London 1955–60.









Saarland

 
/ˈsärland/






a state in western Germany, on the border with France; capital, Saarbrücken. Rich in coal and iron ore and historically dominated by France, the area was administered by the League of Nations from the end of World War I until 1935; it became the tenth German state in 1957.









Sab.






abbreviation




Sabbath.













Saba

 
/ˈsäbə/





I.
 
a self-governing territory of the Netherlands in the Caribbean, located northwest of St. Kitts; pop. 1,601 (2009).




II.
 
an ancient kingdom in southwestern Arabia, known for its trade in gold and spices; the biblical Sheba.









sabadilla

 
/ˌsabəˈdilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Mexican plant of the lily family, whose seeds contain veratrine.

[
Schoenocaulon officinale

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]




2.
 
a preparation of sabadilla seeds, used as an agricultural insecticide and in medicines.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish 
cebadilla

 , diminutive of 
cebada

 ‘barley.’





Sabaean

 
/səˈbēən/





I.
 
noun




a member of an ancient Semitic people who ruled Saba in southwestern Arabia until overrun by Persians and Arabs in the 6th century 
AD

 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Sabaeans.











– origin

 from Latin 
Sabaeus

 (from Greek 
Sabaios

 ) + -an
 .





Sabah

 
/ˈsäbä/






a state of Malaysia that comprises the northern part of Borneo and some offshore islands; capital, Kota Kinabalu.









sabal palm

 
/ˈsābəl ˌpä(l)m/






noun




see palmetto
 .













Sabaoth

 
/ˈsabāˌäTH/





I.
 
plural noun






‹archaic›

 the hosts of heaven (in the biblical title “Lord (God) of Sabaoth”).











– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
Sabaōth

 , from Hebrew 
ṣĕḇā'ōṯ

 , plural of 
ṣābā'

 ‘host (of heaven).’





sabayon

 
/ˌsäbīˈôn/






noun




French term for zabaglione
 .













sabbatarian

 
/ˌsabəˈterēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Christian who strictly observes Sunday as the sabbath.




2.
 
a Jew who strictly observes the sabbath.




3.
 
a Christian belonging to a denomination or sect that observes Saturday as the sabbath.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or upholding the observance of the sabbath.








III.
 
derivatives





sabbatarianism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
sabbatarius

 (from Latin 
sabbatum

 ‘sabbath’) + -an
 .





sabbath

 
/ˈsabəTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
the Sabbath

 )
 — a day of religious observance and abstinence from work, kept by Jews from Friday evening to Saturday evening, and by most Christians on Sunday.




2.
 
(also 
witches' sabbath

 )
 — a supposed annual midnight meeting of witches with the Devil.











– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
sabbatum

 , via Greek from Hebrew 
šabbāṯ

 , from 
šāḇaṯ

 ‘to rest.’





sabbatical

 
/səˈbadək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a period of paid leave granted to a college teacher for study or travel, traditionally every seventh year




•
 
she's away 
on sabbatical

 .














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a sabbatical.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 of or appropriate to the sabbath.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sabbatikos

 ‘of the sabbath’ + -al
 .





sabbatical year






noun



1.
 
a year's sabbatical leave.




2.
 
(in biblical times) a year observed every seventh year under the Mosaic law as a “sabbath” during which the land was allowed to rest.













Sabellian

 
/səˈbelēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the teachings of 
Sabellius

 (
fl. c.

 220 in North Africa), who developed a form of the modalist doctrine that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not truly distinct but merely aspects of one divine being.








II.
 
noun




a follower of the teachings of Sabellius.








III.
 
derivatives





Sabellianism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun





















saber

 
/ˈsābər /

 


‹Brit.›

 sabre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy cavalry sword with a curved blade and a single cutting edge.




2.
 
a light fencing sword with a tapering blade.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a cavalry soldier and horse.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cut down or wound with a saber.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, alteration of obsolete 
sable

 , from German 
Sabel

 (local variant of 
Säbel

 ), from Hungarian 
szablya

 .





sabermetrics

 
/ˌsābərˈmetriks/





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 the application of statistical analysis to baseball records, especially in order to evaluate and compare the performance of individual players.








II.
 
derivatives





sabermetrician

 
/ˌsābərmiˈtriSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1980s: from 
SABR

 , acronym from 
S

 ociety for 
A

 merican 
B

 aseball 
R

 esearch, + metrics
 .






saber-rattling

 
/ˈsābərˌradliNG/






noun




the display or threat of military force.













saber saw






noun




a portable electric jigsaw.













sabertooth

 
/ˈsābərˌto͞oTH/






noun



1.
 
(also 
saber-toothed cat

 or 
saber-toothed tiger

 )
 — a large extinct carnivorous mammal of the cat family, with large, curved upper canine teeth.

[Several genera in the family 
Felidae

 , in particular 
Smilodon

 of the American Pleistocene and 
Machairodus

 of the Old World Pliocene.]




2.
 
a large extinct marsupial mammal with teeth similar to those of a sabertooth, of the South American Pliocene.

[Genus 
Thylacosmilus

 , family 
Borhyaenidae

 .]













Sabian

 
/ˈsābēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a non-Muslim sect classed in the Koran with Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians as having a faith revealed by the true God. It is not known who the original Sabians were, but the name was adopted by some groups in order to escape religious persecution by Muslims.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Sabians.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic 
ṣābi'

 + -an
 .





sabicu

 
/ˈsabəˌko͞o/





I.
 
noun




a Caribbean tree of the pea family, with timber that resembles mahogany and is used chiefly in boatbuilding.

[
Lysiloma sabicu

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Cuban Spanish 
sabicú

 .





Sabin, Albert Bruce

 
/ˈsābin/






(1906–93), US physician; born in Russia. He developed the orally administered 
Sabin vaccine

 against poliomyelitis that was adopted by the World Health Organization in the late 1950s.










Sabine

 
/səˈbēn ˈsāˌbīn/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting an ancient Oscan-speaking people of the central Apennines in Italy, northeast of Rome, who feature in early Roman legends and were incorporated into the Roman state in 290 
BC

 .








II.
 
noun




a member of the Sabines.











– origin

 from Latin 
Sabinus

 .





Sabine River

 
/səˌbēn ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 360 miles (580 km) from eastern Texas to form the border with Louisiana and reaches the Gulf of Mexico at Sabine Pass.









sabkha

 
/ˈsabkə/





I.
 
noun






[Geography]

 an area of coastal flats subject to periodic flooding and evaporation, which result in the accumulation of aeolian clays, evaporites, and salts, typically found in North Africa and Arabia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Arabic 
sabḳa

 ‘salt flat.’






sable1


 
/ˈsābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a marten with a short tail and dark brown fur, native to Japan and Siberia and valued for its fur.

[
Martes zibellina

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]




2.
 
the fur of the sable.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, in the sense ‘sable fur,’ from medieval Latin 
sabelum

 , of Slavic origin.





sable2


 
/ˈsābəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 
[Heraldry]

 black.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 
[Heraldry]

 black.




2.
 
(
sables

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 mourning garments.




3.
 
(also 
sable antelope

 )
 — a large African antelope with long curved horns, the male of which has a black coat and the female a russet coat, both having a white belly.

[
Hippotragus niger

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French (as a heraldic term), generally taken to be identical with sable
 1
 , although sable fur is dark brown.





sablefish

 
/ˈsābəlˌfiSH/






noun




a large commercially important fish with a slate-blue to black back, occurring throughout the North Pacific.

[
Anoplopoma fimbria

 , family 
Anoplopomatidae

 .]














sabot

 
/ˌsaˈbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of simple shoe, shaped and hollowed out from a single block of wood, traditionally worn by French and Breton peasants.




2.
 
a device that ensures the correct positioning of a bullet or shell in the barrel of a gun, attached either to the projectile or inside the barrel and falling away as it leaves the muzzle.




3.
 
a box from which cards are dealt at casinos in gambling games such as baccarat and chemin de fer.

Also called shoe
 .








II.
 
derivatives





saboted






adjective





sabot
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, blend of 
savate

 ‘shoe’ and 
botte

 ‘boot.’






sabotage

 
/ˈsabəˌtäZH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately destroy, damage, or obstruct (something), especially for political or military advantage.








II.
 
noun




the action of sabotaging something.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
saboter

 ‘kick with sabots, willfully destroy’ (see sabot
 ).





saboteur

 
/ˌsabəˈtər/





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in sabotage.











– origin

 1920s: from French, from the verb 
saboter

 (see sabotage
 ).





sabra

 
/ˈsäbrə/





I.
 
noun




a Jew born in Israel (or before 1948 in Palestine).











– origin

 from modern Hebrew 
ṣabbār

 ‘opuntia fruit’ (opuntias being common in coastal regions of Israel).





sabretache

 
/ˈsābərˌtaSH/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a flat satchel on long straps worn by some cavalry and horse artillery officers from the left of the waist-belt.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from German 
Säbeltasche

 , from 
Säbel

 ‘saber’ + 
Tasche

 ‘pocket.’





sabrewing

 
/ˈsābərˌwiNG/






noun




a large tropical American hummingbird with a green back and long curved wings.

[Genus 
Campylopterus

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : several species.]













sac

 
/sak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hollow, flexible structure resembling a bag or pouch




•
 
a fountain pen with an ink sac.










2.
 
a cavity enclosed by a membrane within a living organism, containing air, liquid, or solid structures.




3.
 
the distended membrane surrounding a hernia, cyst, or tumor.








II.
 
derivatives





saclike

 
/-līk /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a term in biology): from French 
sac

 or Latin 
saccus

 ‘sack, bag.’





SAC

 
/sak/






abbreviation




Strategic Air Command.













Sacajawea

 
/ˌsakəjəˈwēə, -ˈwāə/





I.
 
(c.1786–1812), Shoshone Indian guide and interpreter; also 
Sacagawea

 . She joined the Lewis and Clark expedition in what is now North Dakota and guided their travels through the wilderness and across the Rockies 1804–06.







– origin

 from Hidatsa 
tsakaka-wia

 , literally ‘bird-woman.’





saccade

 
/səˈkäd, sa-/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
saccades

 )


1.
 


‹technical›

 a rapid movement of the eye between fixation points.








II.
 
derivatives





saccadic

 
/səˈkadik, sa- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘violent pull,’ from Old French 
saquer

 ‘to pull.’





saccate

 
/ˈsakāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 dilated to form a sac.













saccharide

 
/ˈsakəˌrīd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 another term for sugar
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
saccharum

 ‘sugar’ + -ide
 .






saccharin

 
/ˈsak(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun




a sweet-tasting synthetic compound used in food and drink as a substitute for sugar.

[Alternative name: 
o

 -sulfobenzoic imide; chem. formula: C7
 H5
 NO3
 S.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
saccharum

 ‘sugar’ + -in
 1
 .





saccharine

 
/ˈsak(ə)rən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
excessively sweet or sentimental.




2.
 


‹dated›

 relating to or containing sugar; sugary.








II.
 
noun




another term for saccharin
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
saccharum

 + -ine
 1
 .





saccharo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to sugar




•
 
saccharometer.

















– origin

 via Latin from Greek 
sakkharon

 ‘sugar.’





saccharometer

 
/ˌsakəˈrämədər/






noun




a hydrometer for measuring the sugar content of a solution.













saccharose

 
/ˈsakəˌrōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for sucrose
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
saccharum

 ‘sugar’ + -ose
 2
 .





Sacco, Nicola

 
/ˈsakō/






(1891–1927), US political radical; born in Italy. In 1921, along with Bartolomeo Vanzetti, he was accused and convicted of murder in a sensational trial. In 1927, both men were executed in the electric chair, in a still controversial outcome.










saccule

 
/ˈsakyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 a small sac, pouch, or cyst.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 another term for sacculus
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saccular

 
/ˈsakyələr /






adjective













2.
 
sacculated

 
/ˈsakyəˌlātid /






adjective













3.
 
sacculation

 
/ˌsakyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: anglicized form of Latin 
sacculus

 (see sacculus
 ).






sacculus

 
/ˈsakyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the smaller of the two fluid-filled sacs forming part of the labyrinth of the inner ear (the other being the utriculus). It contains a region of hair cells and otoliths that send signals to the brain concerning the orientation of the head.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 another term for saccule
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
saccus

 ‘sack.’





sacerdotal

 
/ˌsasərˈdōdl ˌsakərˈdōdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to priests or the priesthood; priestly.




2.
 


[Theology]

 relating to or denoting a doctrine that ascribes sacrificial functions and spiritual or supernatural powers to ordained priests.








II.
 
derivatives





sacerdotalism

 
/ˌsasərˈdōdlˌizəm ˌsakərˈdōdlˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
sacerdotalis

 , from 
sacerdos

 , 
sacerdot-

 ‘priest.’






sachem

 
/ˈsāCHəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(among some American Indian peoples) a chief or leader.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a boss or leader.











– origin

 from Narragansett, ‘chief.’ Compare with sagamore
 .





Sachertorte

 
/ˈsäkərˌtôrt/





I.
 
noun




a chocolate gateau with apricot jam filling and chocolate icing.











– origin

 German, from the name of Franz 
Sacher

 , the pastry chef who created it, + 
Torte

 ‘tart, pastry.’





sachet

 
/saˈSHā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small perfumed bag used to scent clothes.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 dried, scented material for use in scenting clothes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, ‘little bag,’ diminutive of 
sac

 , from Latin 
saccus

 ‘sack, bag.’






Sachsen

 
/ˈsaksən, ˈzäk-/






German name for Saxony
 .










Sachsen-Anhalt

 
/ˌsaksənˈänhält/






German name for Saxony-Anhalt
 .










sack1


 
/sak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large bag made of a strong material such as burlap, thick paper, or plastic, used for storing and carrying goods.




2.
 
the contents of a sack or the amount it can contain




•
 


a sack of

 flour.










3.
 
a loose, unfitted, or shapeless garment, in particular




4.
 


‹historical›

 a woman's loose gown.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a decorative piece of dress material fastened to the shoulders of a woman's gown in loose pleats and forming a long train, fashionable in the 18th century.




6.
 
(
the sack

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 bed, especially as regarded as a place for sex.




7.
 
(
the sack

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 dismissal from employment




•
 
he 
got the sack

 for swearing




•
 
they were 
given the sack

 .










8.
 


[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 a base.




9.
 


[Football]

 an act of tackling a quarterback behind the line of scrimmage before he can throw a pass.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 dismiss from employment




•
 
any official found to be involved would be sacked on the spot.










2.
 
(
sack out

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 go to sleep or bed.




3.
 


[Football]

 tackle (a quarterback) behind the line of scrimmage before he can throw a pass.




4.
 


‹rare›

 put into a sack or sacks.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hit the sack








‹informal›

 go to bed.









2.
 
a sack of potatoes








‹informal›

 used in similes to refer to clumsiness, inertness, or unceremonious treatment of the person or thing in question




•
 
he drags me in like a sack of potatoes.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sackable

 
/ˈsakəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
sacklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sacc

 , from Latin 
saccus

 ‘sack, sackcloth,’ from Greek 
sakkos

 , of Semitic origin. 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





sack2


 
/sak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly in historical contexts) plunder and destroy (a captured town, building, or other place).








II.
 
noun




the pillaging of a town or city.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
sac

 , in the phrase 
mettre à sac

 ‘put to sack,’ on the model of Italian 
fare il sacco

 , 
mettere a sacco

 , which perhaps originally referred to filling a sack with plunder.





sack3


 
/sak/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a dry white wine formerly imported into Britain from Spain and the Canary Islands.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from the phrase 
wyne seck

 , from French 
vin sec

 ‘dry wine.’





sackbut

 
/ˈsakˌbət/





I.
 
noun




an early form of trombone used in Renaissance music.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
saquebute

 , from obsolete 
saqueboute

 ‘hook for pulling a man off a horse,’ from 
saquer

 ‘to pull’ + 
bouter

 ‘to hit.’





sackcloth

 
/ˈsakˌklôTH/





I.
 
noun




a very coarse, rough fabric woven from flax or hemp.








II.
 
phrases





sackcloth and ashes






used with allusion to the wearing of sackcloth and having ashes sprinkled on the head as a sign of penitence or mourning (Matt 11:21).

















sack coat






noun






‹historical›

 a loose-fitting coat hanging straight down from the shoulders, particularly as worn by men (sometimes as part of military uniform) in the 19th and early 20th centuries.













sack dress

 
/sak dres/






noun




a woman's short, loose, unwaisted dress, originally fashionable in the 1950s.













sackful

 
/ˈsakˌfo͝ol/






noun




the quantity of something contained in a sack




•
 


a sackful of

 rice.



















sacking

 
/ˈsakiNG/






noun



1.
 
an act of sacking someone or something.




2.
 
coarse material for making sacks; sackcloth.













sack lunch






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a bag lunch.













sack race






noun




a race in which competitors, typically children, stand in sacks up to the waist or neck and jump forward.













sack suit






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a suit with a straight, loose-fitting jacket.













Sackville-West, Vita

 
/ˌsakvil ˈwest/






(1892–1962), English novelist and poet; full name 
Victoria Mary Sackville-West

 . Her works include the novel 
All Passion Spent

 (1931).









Saco

 
/ˈsôkō, ˈsä-/






a city in southern Maine, southwest of Portland; pop. 18,125 (est. 2008).









sacra

 
/ˈsakrə ˈsākrə/






plural form of sacrum
 .









sacral

 
/ˈsakrəl ˈsākrəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, for, or relating to sacred rites or symbols




•
 
sacral horns of a Minoan type.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the sacrum.








II.
 
derivatives





sacrality

 
/sāˈkralətē, sə- /






noun





sacral
 (
sense

 1)





















sacralize

 
/ˈsakrəˌlīz, ˈsā-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 imbue with or treat as having a sacred character or quality




•
 
rural images that sacralize country life.














II.
 
derivatives





sacralization

 
/ˌsakrəliˈzāSHən, ˌsā- /






noun





















sacrament

 
/ˈsakrəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious ceremony or act of the Christian Church that is regarded as an outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual divine grace, in particular




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic and many Orthodox Churches) the rites of baptism, confirmation, the Eucharist, penance, anointing of the sick, ordination, and matrimony.




3.
 
(among Protestants) baptism and the Eucharist.




4.
 
(also 
the Blessed Sacrament

 or 
the Holy Sacrament

 )
 — (in Roman Catholic use) the consecrated elements of the Eucharist, especially the Host




•
 
he heard Mass and received the sacrament.










5.
 
a thing of mysterious and sacred significance; a religious symbol.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sacrement

 , from Latin 
sacramentum

 ‘solemn oath’ (from 
sacrare

 ‘to hallow,’ from 
sacer

 ‘sacred’), used in Christian Latin as a translation of Greek 
mustērion

 ‘mystery.’





sacramental

 
/ˌsakrəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or constituting a sacrament or the sacraments.




2.
 
attaching great importance to sacraments.








II.
 
noun




an observance analogous to but not reckoned among the sacraments, such as the use of holy water or the sign of the cross.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sacramentalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
sacramentality

 
/ˌsakrəmənˈtalitē, -ˌmen- /






noun













3.
 
sacramentalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













4.
 
sacramentally






adverb





















Sacramento

 
/ˌsakrəˈmen(t)ō/





I.
 
a river in northern California that rises near the border with Oregon and flows about 380 miles (611 km) south to San Francisco Bay.




II.
 
the capital of California, situated on the Sacramento River, northeast of San Francisco; pop. 463,794 (est. 2008).










sacrament of reconciliation

 
sacrament of penance






noun




(chiefly in the Roman Catholic Church) the practice of private confession of sins to a priest and the receiving of absolution.













Sacramento Mountains






a range in southern New Mexico and western Texas comprising the Jicarilla, Sierra Blanca, and Guadalupe mountains.









sacrarium

 
/səˈkrerēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sanctuary of a church.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a piscina.




3.
 
(in the ancient Roman world) a shrine, in particular the room in a house containing the penates.











– origin

 Latin, from 
sacer

 , 
sacr-

 ‘holy.’





sacré bleu

 
/ˌsäkrā ˈblə/





I.
 
exclamation




a French expression of surprise, exasperation, or dismay.











– origin

 alteration of 
sacré Dieu

 ‘holy God.’






sacred

 
/ˈsākrəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
connected with God (or the gods) or dedicated to a religious purpose and so deserving veneration




•
 
sacred rites




•
 
the site at Eleusis is 
sacred to

 Demeter.










2.
 
religious rather than secular




•
 
sacred music.










3.
 
(of writing or text) embodying the laws or doctrines of a religion




•
 
a sacred Hindu text.










4.
 
regarded with great respect and reverence by a particular religion, group, or individual




•
 
an animal 
sacred to

 Mexican culture.










5.
 
sacrosanct




•
 
to a police officer nothing is sacred.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sacredly






adverb













2.
 
sacredness

 
/ˈsākrədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of archaic 
sacre

 ‘consecrate,’ from Old French 
sacrer

 , from Latin 
sacrare

 , from 
sacer

 , 
sacr-

 ‘holy.’






sacred baboon






noun




another term for hamadryas baboon
 .













sacred bamboo






noun




another term for nandina
 .














Sacred College






another term for College of Cardinals
 .









sacred cow

 
/ˈsākrid ˌkou/






noun




an idea, custom, or institution held, especially unreasonably, to be above criticism (with reference to the Hindus' respect for the cow as a sacred animal).













Sacred Heart

 
/ˈsākrid härt/






noun




the heart of Christ, especially as represented in an image and regarded as an object of devotion among Roman Catholics.













sacred ibis






noun




a mainly white ibis with a bare black head and neck and black plumes over the lower back, native to Africa and the Middle East, and venerated by the ancient Egyptians.

[
Threskiornis aethiopicus

 , family 
Threskiornithidae

 .]














sacrifice

 
/ˈsakrəˌfīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of slaughtering an animal or person or surrendering a possession as an offering to God or to a divine or supernatural figure




•
 
they offer sacrifices to the spirits




•
 
the ancient laws of animal sacrifice.










2.
 
an animal, person, or object offered in a sacrifice.




3.
 
an act of giving up something valued for the sake of something else regarded as more important or worthy




•
 
we must all be prepared to 
make sacrifices

 .










4.
 


[Christian Church]

 Christ's offering of himself in the Crucifixion.




5.
 


[Christian Church]

 the Eucharist regarded either (in Catholic terms) as a propitiatory offering of the body and blood of Christ or (in Protestant terms) as an act of thanksgiving.




6.
 


[Chess]

 a move intended to allow the opponent to win a pawn or piece, for strategic or tactical reasons.




7.
 
(also 
sacrifice bunt

 or 
sacrifice hit

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 a bunted ball that puts the batter out but allows a base runner or runners to advance.




8.
 
(also 
sacrifice bid

 )
 — 

[Bridge]

 a bid made in the belief that it will be less costly to be defeated in the contract than to allow the opponents to make a contract.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer or kill as a religious sacrifice




•
 
the goat was sacrificed at the shrine.










2.
 
give up (something important or valued) for the sake of other considerations




•
 
working hard doesn't mean sacrificing your social life.










3.
 


[Chess]

 deliberately allow one's opponent to win (a pawn or piece).




4.
 


[Baseball]

 advance (a base runner) by a sacrifice.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 make a sacrifice bid.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
sacrificium

 ; related to 
sacrificus

 ‘sacrificial,’ from 
sacer

 ‘holy.’





sacrificial

 
/ˌsakrəˈfiSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or constituting a sacrifice




•
 
an altar for sacrificial offerings.










2.
 


‹technical›

 designed to be used up or destroyed in fulfilling a purpose or function.








II.
 
derivatives





sacrificially

 
/ˌsakrəˈfiSHəlē /






adverb





















sacrilege

 
/ˈsakrəlij/





I.
 
noun




violation or misuse of what is regarded as sacred




•
 
putting ecclesiastical vestments to secular use was considered sacrilege.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
sacrilegium

 , from 
sacrilegus

 ‘stealer of sacred things,’ from 
sacer

 , 
sacr-

 ‘sacred’ + 
legere

 ‘take possession of.’





sacrilegious

 
/ˌsakrəˈlijəs/





I.
 
adjective




involving or committing sacrilege




•
 
a sacrilegious act.




•
 
it seems sacrilegious to say this, but it's really not that great a movie.














II.
 
derivatives





sacrilegiously

 
/ˌsakrəˈlijəslē /






adverb





















sacring

 
/ˈsākriNG/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 the consecration of a bishop, a sovereign, or the Eucharistic elements.











– origin

 Middle English: from the obsolete verb 
sacre

 ‘consecrate.’






sacring bell






noun




a bell rung in some Christian churches at certain points during the Mass or Eucharist, especially at the elevation of the consecrated elements.














sacristan

 
/ˈsakrəstən /

 
sacrist





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person in charge of a sacristy and its contents.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the sexton of a parish church.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
sacristanus

 , based on Latin 
sacer

 , 
sacr-

 ‘sacred.’





sacristy

 
/ˈsakrəstē/





I.
 
noun




a room in a church where a priest prepares for a service, and where vestments and other things used in worship are kept.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
sacristie

 , from medieval Latin 
sacristia

 , based on Latin 
sacer

 , 
sacr-

 ‘sacred.’





sacro-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the sacrum




•
 
sacroiliac.

















– origin

 from Latin 
(os) sacrum

 ‘sacrum.’





sacroiliac

 
/ˌsakrōˈilēˌak/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to the sacrum and the ilium.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 denoting the rigid joint at the back of the pelvis between the sacrum and the ilium.













sacrosanct

 
/ˈsakrōˌsaNG(k)t/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a principle, place, or routine) regarded as too important or valuable to be interfered with




•
 
the individual's right to work has been upheld as sacrosanct.














II.
 
derivatives





sacrosanctity

 
/ˌsakrōˈsaNG(k)tədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
sacrosanctus

 , from 
sacro

 ‘by a sacred rite’ (ablative of 
sacrum

 ) + 
sanctus

 ‘holy.’






sacrum

 
/ˈsakrəm ˈsākrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a triangular bone in the lower back formed from fused vertebrae and situated between the two hipbones of the pelvis.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
os sacrum

 , translation of Greek 
hieron osteon

 ‘sacred bone’ (from the belief that the soul resides in it).






sad

 
/sad/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing sorrow; unhappy




•
 
I was sad and subdued




•
 
they looked at her with sad, anxious faces.










2.
 
causing or characterized by sorrow or regret; unfortunate and regrettable




•
 
he told her the sad story of his life




•
 
a sad day for us all.










3.
 


‹informal›

 pathetically inadequate or unfashionable




•
 
the show is tongue-in-cheek—anyone who takes it seriously is a bit sad.










4.
 
(of dough) heavy through having failed to rise.








II.
 
phrases





sad to say






unfortunately, regrettably.












III.
 
derivatives





saddish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sæd

 ‘sated, weary,’ also ‘weighty, dense,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zat

 and German 
satt

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
satis

 ‘enough.’ The original meaning was replaced in Middle English by the senses ‘steadfast, firm’ and ‘serious, sober,’ and later ‘sorrowful.’





SAD






abbreviation




seasonal affective disorder.













Sadat, Anwar

 
/səˈdät/






(1918–81), Egyptian statesman; president 1970–81; full name 
Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat

 . He worked to achieve peace in the Middle East, visiting Israel in 1977 and attending talks with Menachim Begin at Camp David in 1978. He was assassinated by members of the Islamic Jihad. Nobel Peace Prize (1978), shared with Begin.









sadden

 
/ˈsadn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to feel sorrow; make unhappy




•
 
he was greatly saddened by the death of his only son




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
I was saddened to see their lack of commitment.



















saddle

 
/ˈsadl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a seat fastened on the back of a horse or other animal for riding, typically made of leather and raised at the front and rear.




2.
 
a seat on a bicycle or motorcycle.




3.
 
something resembling a saddle in appearance, function, or position, in particular




4.
 
a low part of a ridge between two higher points or peaks.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 a low region of a curve between two high points, especially (in three dimensions) one representing the highest point of a curve in one direction and the lowest point in another direction.




6.
 
the part of a draft horse's harness that supports the straps to which the shafts are attached.




7.
 
a shaped support on which a cable, wire, or pipe rests.




8.
 
a fireclay bar for supporting ceramic ware in a kiln.




9.
 
a large cut of meat consisting of the two loins.




10.
 
the lower part of the back in a mammal or fowl, especially when distinct in shape or marking.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a saddle on (a horse)




•
 
he was in the stable 
saddling up

 his horse.










2.
 
(usu. 
be saddled with

 )
 — burden (someone) with an onerous responsibility or task




•
 
he's saddled with debts of $12 million.










3.
 
(of a trainer) enter (a horse) for a race.








III.
 
phrases





in the saddle





a.
 
on horseback.




b.
 
in a position of control or responsibility.















– origin

 Old English 
sadol

 , 
sadul

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zadel

 and German 
Sattel

 , perhaps from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sella

 ‘seat’ and sit
 .





saddleback

 
/ˈsadlˌbak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a tower roof that has two opposite gables connected by a pitched section.




2.
 
a hill with a ridge along the top that dips in the middle.




3.
 
a pig of a black breed with a white stripe across the back.




4.
 
a New Zealand wattlebird with mainly black plumage, a reddish-brown back, and two small red wattles under the bill.

[
Philesturnus carunculatus

 , family 
Callaeidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





saddlebacked

 
/ˈsadlˌbakt /






adjective





















saddlebag

 
/ˈsadlˌbaɡ/






noun



1.
 
each of a pair of bags attached behind the saddle on a horse, bicycle, or motorcycle.




2.
 
(
saddlebags

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 excess fat around the hips and thighs.













saddle-bow

 
/ˈsadlˌbō/






noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 the pommel of a saddle, or a similar curved part behind the rider.













saddlebred

 
/ˈsadlˌbred/






noun




a horse bred to have the gait of an American saddle horse.













saddlecloth

 
/ˈsadlˌklôTH/






noun




a cloth laid on a horse's back under the saddle.













saddle horse

 
/ˈsadl hôrs/






noun



1.
 
a wooden frame or stand on which saddles are cleaned or stored.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a horse kept for riding only.













saddler

 
/ˈsadlər/






noun




someone who makes, repairs, or deals in saddlery.













saddlery

 
/ˈsadlərē ˈsadəlrē/






noun



1.
 
saddles, bridles, and other equipment for horses.




2.
 
the making or repairing of equipment for horses.




3.
 
a saddler's business or premises.













saddle shoe






noun




a white oxford shoe with a piece of leather in a contrasting color (typically black or brown) stitched across the instep.













saddle soap

 
/ˈsadl ˌsōp/






noun




soft soap containing neat's-foot oil, used for cleaning leather.













saddlesore

 
/ˈsadlˌsôr/





I.
 
noun




a bruise or sore on a horse's back, caused by pressure or chafing of an ill-fitting saddle.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person) chafed from riding on a saddle.













saddle stitch





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stitch of thread or a wire staple passed through the fold of a magazine or booklet.




2.
 
(in needlework) a decorative stitch made with long stitches on the upper side of the cloth alternated with short stitches on the underside.








II.
 
verb

 — (
saddle-stitch

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew with a saddle stitch.













saddle tank






noun




a small steam locomotive with a water tank that fits over the top and sides of the boiler like a saddle.













saddle tree






noun




a frame around which a saddle is built.













Sadducee

 
/ˈsajəˌsē ˈsadyəˌsē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Jewish sect or party of the time of Jesus Christ that denied the resurrection of the dead, the existence of spirits, and the obligation of oral tradition, emphasizing acceptance of the written Law alone.

Compare with Pharisee
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Sadducean

 
/ˈˌsajəˈˌsēən ˈˌsadyəˈˌsēən /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sadducēas

 (plural), via late Latin from Greek 
Saddoukaios

 , from Hebrew 
ṣĕḏōqī

 in the sense ‘descendant of Zadok’ (2 Sam. 8:17).






Sade, Comte de

 
/säd/






(1740–1814), French writer and soldier; born 
Donatien Alphonse François de Sade

 ; known as 
the Marquis de Sade

 . His career as a cavalry officer was interrupted by periods of imprisonment for cruelty and debauchery.









sadhu

 
/ˈsädo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a holy man, sage, or ascetic.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





Sadi

 
/ˈsädē /

 
Saadi






(
c.

 1213–
c.

 1291), Persian poet; born 
Sheikh Muslih Addin

 . His principal works were the collections known as the 
Bustan

 (1257) and the 
Gulistan

 (1258).









sadism

 
/ˈsāˌdizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tendency to derive pleasure, especially sexual gratification, from inflicting pain, suffering, or humiliation on others.




2.
 
(in general use) deliberate cruelty.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
sadisme

 , from the name of the Marquis de Sade, Comte de
 .





sadist

 
/ˈsādist/






noun




a person who derives pleasure, especially sexual gratification, from inflicting pain or humiliation on others




•
 
he was dubbed a dangerous sexual sadist by the judge at his trial.



















sadistic

 
/səˈdistik/





I.
 
adjective




deriving pleasure from inflicting pain, suffering, or humiliation on others




•
 
she took a sadistic pleasure in tormenting him.




•
 
a sadistic killer.














II.
 
derivatives





sadistically

 
/səˈdistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















sadly

 
/ˈsadlē/






adverb



1.
 
showing or feeling sadness




•
 
he smiled sadly.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — it is a sad or regrettable fact that; unfortunately




•
 
sadly, the forests of Sulawesi are now under threat.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a regrettable extent; regrettably




•
 
his advice is sadly disregarded nowadays.



















sadness

 
/ˈsadnəs/






noun




the condition or quality of being sad




•
 
a source of great sadness.




•
 
it is one of life's sadnesses.



















sadomasochism

 
/ˌsādōˈmasəˌkizəm/





I.
 
noun




psychological tendency or sexual practice characterized by both sadism and masochism.








II.
 
derivatives





sadomasochist

 
/ˌsādōˈmasəkəst /






noun





















sadomasochistic

 
/ˌsādōˌmasəˈkistik/






adjective




characterized by or deriving sexual gratification from both sadism and masochism




•
 
sadomasochistic fantasies and practices




•
 
a complex sadomasochistic relationship.



















sad sack

 
/ˈsad ˌsak/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an inept, blundering person.













safari

 
/səˈfärē/





I.
 
noun




an expedition to observe or hunt animals in their natural habitat, especially in East Africa




•
 
one week 
on safari

 .

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Kiswahili, from Arabic 
safara

 ‘to travel.’





safari jacket

 
/səˈfärē ˈjakət/






noun




a belted lightweight jacket, typically having short sleeves and four patch pockets.













safari park

 
/səˈfärē pärk/






noun




an area of parkland where wild animals are kept in the open and may be observed by visitors driving through.













safari suit

 
/səˈfärē so͞ot/






noun




a lightweight suit consisting of a safari jacket with matching trousers, shorts, or skirt.













Safavid

 
/säˈfäwēd/





I.
 
noun




a member of a dynasty that ruled Persia 1502–1736 and installed Shia rather than Sunni Islam as the state religion.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Safavid dynasty.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ṣafawī

 ‘descended from the ruler Sophy.’





safe

 
/sāf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — protected from or not exposed to danger or risk; not likely to be harmed or lost




•
 
eggs remain in the damp sand, 
safe from

 marine predators




•
 
she felt safer with them than alone.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 having reached a base without being put out




•
 
Davis was safe when the right fielder dropped a fly ball.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 allowing the batter to reach base and not involving an error




•
 
a safe hit.










4.
 
not likely to cause or lead to harm or injury; not involving danger or risk




•
 
we have to cross the river where it's safe for us to do so




•
 
a safe investment that produced regular income.










5.
 
(of a place) affording security or protection




•
 
put it in a safe place.










6.
 


‹often derogatory›

 cautious and unenterprising




•
 
MacGregor would be a compromise, the safe choice.










7.
 
based on good reasons or evidence and not likely to be proved wrong




•
 
the verdict is safe and satisfactory




•
 
his world, 
it's safe to say

 , will not fall apart.










8.
 
uninjured; with no harm done




•
 
they had returned 
safe and sound






•
 
hopes of her safe return later faded.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong fireproof cabinet with a complex lock, used for the storage of valuables.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a condom.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in safe hands






see hand
 .









2.
 
safe in the knowledge that






used to indicate that one can do something without risk or worry on account of a specified fact




•
 
they used to recruit hundreds a year, safe in the knowledge that many would leave.















3.
 
to be on the safe side






in order to have a margin of security against risks




•
 
to be on the safe side, she had recorded everything.


















IV.
 
derivatives





safeness

 
/ˈsāfnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective): from Old French 
sauf

 , from Latin 
salvus

 ‘uninjured.’ The noun is from the verb save
 1
 , later assimilated to the adjectival form.





safe area






noun




an area not liable to attack, especially one designated as such by the United Nations.













safe bet

 
/sāf bet/






noun



1.
 
a bet that is certain to succeed.




2.
 
a thing in which confidence can be placed regarding a future outcome




•
 


it is a safe bet that

 the current owners will not sell.




















safe conduct

 
/sāf kənˈdəkt/






noun



1.
 
immunity from arrest or harm when passing through an area.




2.
 
a document securing safe conduct.













safecracker

 
/ˈsāfˌkrakər/





I.
 
noun




a person who breaks open and robs safes.








II.
 
derivatives





safecracking






noun





















safe deposit

 
/sāf dəˈpäzət dēˈpäzət /

 
safety deposit






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a strongroom or safe in which valuables may be securely stored, typically in a bank or hotel




•
 
a safe-deposit box.




















safeguard

 
/ˈsāfˌɡärd/





I.
 
noun




a measure taken to protect someone or something or to prevent something undesirable




•
 
there were multiple safeguards to prevent the accidental release of a virus.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure




•
 
low interest rates are offering the opportunity to safeguard their financial futures.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting protection or a safe conduct): from Old French 
sauve garde

 , from 
sauve

 ‘safe’ + 
garde

 ‘guard.’ Compare with sagger
 .





safe haven






noun



1.
 
a place of refuge or security.




2.
 
temporary refuge given to a persecuted person or group




•
 
refugees poured in and found safe haven.



















safe house

 
/ˈsāf ˌhous/






noun




a house in a secret location, used by spies or criminals in hiding.













safekeeping

 
/ˌsāfˈkēpiNG/






noun




preservation in a safe place




•
 
she'd put her wedding ring in her purse 
for safekeeping

 .



















safelight

 
/ˈsāflīt/






noun




a light with a colored filter that can be used in a darkroom without affecting photosensitive film or paper.













safely

 
/ˈsāflē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that gives protection from danger or risk




•
 
there is a memento she keeps safely stored away




•
 
the tender plants are safely tucked up for the winter




•
 
she wants to invest safely but strategically.










2.
 
in a way that is not likely to cause or lead to harm or injury




•
 
all of us have a responsibility to drive safely




•
 
a time when children could play safely on the streets.










3.
 
with confidence through being based on good reasons or evidence




•
 
we can safely say that things are improving




•
 
you can safely assume I'm not going to resign




•
 
you can safely ignore that advice.










4.
 
without being injured or harmed




•
 
all crews have returned safely from their missions




•
 
we are relieved to have arrived safely.




















safe room






noun




a room in a house or other building that is invulnerable to attack or intrusion, and from which security operations can be directed.

Also called panic room
 .













safe seat

 
/sāf sēt/






noun




a legislative seat that is likely to be retained with a large majority in an election.













safe sex

 
/sāf seks/






noun




sexual activity in which people take precautions to protect themselves against sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS.













safety

 
/ˈsāftē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of being protected from or unlikely to cause danger, risk, or injury




•
 
they should leave for their own safety




•
 
the survivors were airlifted to safety.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something designed to prevent injury or damage




•
 
a safety barrier




•
 
a safety helmet.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for safety lock
 .




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a condom.




5.
 


[Football]

 a defensive back who normally is positioned well behind the line of scrimmage.




6.
 
a play in which the offense downs the ball (by action of the defense, or intentionally) in their own end zone, scoring two points for the defense.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
safety first






used to advise caution.









2.
 
there's safety in numbers








‹proverb›

 being in a group of people makes you feel more confident or secure about taking action.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sauvete

 , from medieval Latin 
salvitas

 , from Latin 
salvus

 ‘safe.’





safety belt

 
/ˈsāftē ˌbelt/






noun




another term for seat belt
 .













safety boat






noun




an accompanying boat providing support in case of emergency, especially in water sports or competitions.













safety cage






noun




a framework of reinforced struts protecting a car's passenger cabin against crash damage.













safety chain

 
/ˈsāftē CHān/






noun




a chain fitted for security purposes, especially on a door, watch, or piece of jewelry.













safety-critical

 
/ˈsāftēˌkridək(ə)l/






adjective




designed or needing to be fail-safe for safety purposes.













safety curtain

 
/ˈsāftē ˈkərtn/






noun




a fireproof curtain that can be lowered between the stage and the main part of a theater to prevent the spread of fire.













safety factor






noun



1.
 
a margin of security against risks.




2.
 


‹technical›

 the ratio of a material's strength to an expected strain.













safety film






noun




fire-resistant motion picture film.













safety fuse






noun



1.
 
a protective electric fuse.




2.
 
a fuse that burns at a constant slow rate, used for the controlled firing of a detonator.













safety glass

 
/ˈsāftē ɡlas/






noun



1.
 
glass that has been toughened or laminated so that it is less likely to splinter when broken.




2.
 
(
safety glasses

 )
 — toughened glasses or goggles for protecting the eyes when using power tools or industrial or laboratory equipment.













safety harness






noun




a system of belts or restraints to hold a person to prevent falling or injury.













safety lamp

 
/ˈsāftē ˌlamp/






noun




a miner's portable lamp with a flame that is protected, typically by wire gauze, to reduce the risk of explosion from ignited methane (firedamp). The first to be introduced, in the early 19th century, was the Davy lamp.














safety lock

 
safety catch






noun




a device that prevents a gun from being fired or a machine from being operated accidentally.













safety match

 
/ˈsāftē ˌmaCH/






noun




a match igniting only when struck on a specially prepared surface, especially the side of a matchbook or matchbox.













safety net

 
/ˈsāftē ˌnet/






noun



1.
 
a net placed to catch an acrobat or similar performer in case of a fall.




2.
 
a safeguard against possible hardship or adversity




•
 
a safety net for workers who lose their jobs.



















safety pin

 
/ˈsāftē ˌpin/





I.
 
noun




a pin with a point that is bent back to the head and is held in a guard when closed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
safety-pin

 )


1.
 
fasten with a safety pin.













safety razor

 
/ˈsāftē ˈrāzər/






noun




a razor with a guard to reduce the risk of cutting the skin.













safety valve

 
/ˈsāftē ˌvalv/






noun



1.
 
a valve opening automatically to relieve excessive pressure, especially in a boiler.




2.
 
a means of giving harmless vent to feelings of tension or stress.













safeword

 
/ˈsāfwərd /

 
safe word






noun




a word serving as a prearranged and unambiguous signal to end an activity, such as between a dominant and submissive sexual couple.













safflower

 
/ˈsafˌlou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an orange-flowered, thistlelike Eurasian plant with seeds that yield an edible oil and petals that were formerly used to produce a red or yellow dye.

[
Carthamus tinctorius

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
(
safflower oil

 )
 — the edible oil obtained from the seeds of the safflower.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Dutch 
saffloer

 or German 
Saflor

 , via Old French and Italian from Arabic 
aṣfar

 ‘yellow.’ The spelling has been influenced by saffron
 and flower
 .






saffron

 
/ˈsafrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an orange-yellow flavoring, food coloring, and dye made from the dried stigmas of a crocus


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
saffron buns.










2.
 
the orange-yellow color of this.




3.
 
(also 
saffron crocus

 )
 — an autumn-flowering crocus with reddish-purple flowers, native to warmer regions of Eurasia. Enormous numbers of flowers are required to produce a small quantity of the large red stigmas used for the spice.

[
Crocus sativus

 , family 
Iridaceae

 . See also meadow saffron
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





saffrony






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
safran

 , based on Arabic 
za῾farān

 .





Safire, William

 
/ˈsafˌī(ə)r/






(1929–2009), US journalist and writer. With the 
New York Times

 from 1973, he was a conservative political commentator and also wrote the paper's weekly “On Language” column.









safranine

 
/ˈsafrəˌnēn, -nin /

 
safranin





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a large group of synthetic azo dyes, mainly red, used as biological stains.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting the yellow coloring matter in saffron): from French.






sag

 
/saɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sink, subside, or bulge downward under weight or pressure or through lack of strength




•
 
he closed his eyes and 
sagged against

 the wall




•
 
the bed sagged in the middle




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sagging

 )
 
a sagging ceiling about to fall.










2.
 
hang down loosely or unevenly




•
 
stockings that sagged at the knees.










3.
 
(of a ship) bend longitudinally so that the middle is lower than the ends.

Compare with hog
 .




4.
 
decline to a lower level, usually temporarily




•
 
exports are forging ahead while home sales sag.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a downward curve or bulge in a structure caused by weakness or excessive weight or pressure




•
 
a sag in the middle necessitated a third set of wheels.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 the amount of this, measured as the perpendicular distance from the middle of the curve to the straight line between the two supporting points.




3.
 
a decline, especially a temporary one.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): apparently related to Middle Low German 
sacken

 , Dutch 
zakken

 ‘subside.’






saga

 
/ˈsäɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative in Old Norse or Old Icelandic




•
 
a figure straight out of a Viking saga.










2.
 
a long, involved story, account, or series of incidents




•
 
the saga of her engagement.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Old Norse, literally ‘narrative’; related to saw
 3
 .





sagacious

 
/səˈɡāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing keen mental discernment and good judgment; shrewd




•
 
they were sagacious enough to avoid any outright confrontation.














II.
 
derivatives





sagaciously

 
/səˈɡāSHəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
sagax

 , 
sagac-

 ‘wise’ + -ious
 .





sagacity

 
/səˈɡasədē/






noun




the quality of being sagacious




•
 
a man of great political sagacity.




















sagamore

 
/ˈsaɡəˌmôr/





I.
 
noun




(among some American Indian peoples) a chief; a sachem.











– origin

 from Eastern Abnaki 
sákəmá

 ‘strong man.’ Compare with sachem
 .





Sagan, Carl

 
/ˈsāɡən/






(1934–96), US astronomer; full name 
Carl Edward Sagan

 . He showed that amino acids can be synthesized in an artificial primordial soup irradiated by ultraviolet light, as a model for a possible mechanism of the origin of life on Earth. He wrote several popular science books and coproduced the television series 
Cosmos

 (1980).









Sagan, Françoise

 
/säˈɡäN/






(1935–2004), French novelist, playwright, and short-story writer; pseudonym of 
Françoise Quoirez

 . She established her reputation with her first novel, 
Bonjour Tristesse

 (1954). Her writing examined the transitory nature of love as experienced in brief liaisons.









saganaki

 
/ˌsäɡəˈnäkē, ˌsaɡ-/





I.
 
noun




a Greek dish consisting of breaded or floured cheese fried in butter, served as an appetizer.











– origin

 modern Greek, denoting a small two-handled frying pan, in which the dish is traditionally made.





sage1


 
/sāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic plant with grayish-green leaves that are used as a culinary herb, native to southern Europe and the Mediterranean.

[
Salvia officinalis

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of aromatic plants of the mint family that resemble sage, e.g., 
wood sage

 .




3.
 
(also 
white sage

 )
 — either of two bushy North American plants with silvery-gray leaves.

[● an aromatic plant that is burned by some American Indian people for its cleansing properties and as an incense (
Artemisia ludoviciana

 , family 
Compositae

 ). ● a plant of the goosefoot family (
Krascheninnikovia lanata

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 ).]




4.
 
short for sagebrush
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sauge

 , from Latin 
salvia

 ‘healing plant,’ from 
salvus

 ‘safe.’





sage2


 
/sāj/





I.
 
noun




a profoundly wise man, especially one who features in ancient history or legend.








II.
 
adjective




having, showing, or indicating profound wisdom




•
 
they nodded in agreement with these sage remarks.














III.
 
derivatives





sageness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective): from Old French, from Latin 
sapere

 ‘be wise.’






sagebrush

 
/ˈsājˌbrəSH/






noun



1.
 
a shrubby aromatic North American plant of the daisy family.

[Genus 
Artemisia

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular 
A. tridentata

 .]




2.
 
scrub that is dominated by sagebrush, occurring chiefly in semiarid regions of western North America.













Sagebrush State

 
/ˈsājˌbrəSH stāt/






a nickname for the state of Nevada
 .









sage green

 
/ˌsāj ˈɡrēn/






noun




a grayish-green color like that of sage leaves.













sage grouse

 
/ˈsāj ˌɡrous/






noun




a large grouse of western North America, with long pointed tail feathers, noted for the male's courtship display in which air sacs are inflated to make a popping sound.

[
Centrocercus urophasianus

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ).]













sagely

 
/ˈsājlē/






adverb




in a profoundly wise manner




•
 
James nodded sagely to reinforce his point




•
 
he sagely advises against the excesses of the previous century.




















sagger

 
/ˈsaɡər /

 
saggar





I.
 
noun




a protective fireclay box enclosing ceramic ware while it is being fired.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably a contraction of the noun safeguard
 .





saggy

 
/ˈsaɡē/






adjective



1.
 
tending to sink or bulge downward under weight or pressure




•
 
the saggy mattress groaned under my weight.










2.
 
hanging down loosely; drooping




•
 
a facelift can reduce saggy skin and wrinkles




•
 
saggy jeans.



















Sag Harbor

 
/ˌsaɡ ˈhärbər/






a resort village in eastern Long Island in New York, noted as a 19th-century whaling port; pop. 2,428 (est. 2008).









Saginaw

 
/ˈsaɡəˌnô/






an industrial and commercial city in east central Michigan, on the Saginaw River; pop. 55,620 (est. 2008).









Sagitta

 
/səˈjidə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small northern constellation (the Arrow), lying in the Milky Way north of Aquila.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Sagittae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Sagittae.













– origin

 Latin.





sagittal

 
/ˈsajədl /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting the suture on top of the skull that runs between the parietal bones in a front to back direction.




2.
 
of or in a plane parallel to the sagittal suture, especially that dividing the body into left and right halves.








II.
 
derivatives





sagittally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
sagittalis

 , from Latin 
sagitta

 ‘arrow.’





sagittal crest






noun






[Zoology]

 (in many mammals) a bony ridge on the top of the skull to which the jaw muscles are attached.













Sagittarian

 
/ˌsajəˈterēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Sagittarius




•
 
what are the characteristics that you think are really Sagittarian?




•
 
an honest, straightforward Sagittarian approach.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Sagittarius




•
 
I'm always looking for the bigger picture, being a Sagittarian.



















Sagittarius

 
/ˌsajəˈterēəs/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large constellation (the Archer), said to represent a centaur carrying a bow and arrow. The center of the Galaxy is situated within it.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Sagittarii

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Mu Sagittarii.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the ninth sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters about November 22.




IV.
 
(
pl.

 same) (
a Sagittarius

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in Sagittarius.







– origin

 Latin.





sagittate

 
/ˈsajəˌtāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 shaped like an arrowhead.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
sagitta

 ‘arrow’ + -ate
 2
 .





sago

 
/ˈsāɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
edible starch that is obtained from a palm and is a staple food in parts of the tropics. The pith inside the trunk is scraped out, washed, and dried to produce a flour or processed to produce the granular sago used in the West.




2.
 
(also 
sago pudding

 )
 — a sweet dish made from sago and milk.




3.
 
(
sago palm

 )
 — the palm from which most sago is obtained, growing in freshwater swamps in Southeast Asia.

[
Metroxylon sagu

 , family 
Palmae

 .]




4.
 
any of a number of other palms or cycads that yield a similar starch.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Malay 
sagu

 (originally via Portuguese).





Sagrada Familia

 
/säˌɡrädə fəˈmilyə/






an expiatory temple (not a cathedral) in Barcelona, Spain, begun in 1882 and still unfinished. Antonio Gaudí took over construction of the church in 1883 and in 1891 became its official architect. The spires of the church are more than 328 feet (100 m) tall, and the church has a seating capacity of 13,000. Full name 
Templo Expiatorio de la Sagrada Familia

 (‘Expiatory Temple of the Holy Family’).









saguaro

 
/səˈ(ɡ)wärō /

 
saguaro cactus





I.
 
noun




a giant cactus that can grow to 66 feet (20 m) in height and whose branches are shaped like candelabra, native to Mexico and the southwestern US. Its reddish-purple fruit can be used for food and drink.

[
Carnegiea gigantea

 , family 
Cactaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Mexican Spanish.





Saguia el-Hamra

 
/ˈsäɡēə elˈhamrə, ˈsäɡyä elˈämrä/





I.
 
an intermittent river in the north of Western Sahara. It flows into the Atlantic Ocean west of Laayoune.




II.
 
the region through which the Saguia el-Hamra flows. A territory of Spain from 1934, it united with Río de Oro in 1958 to become a part of Spanish Sahara.









Saha, Meghnad

 
/säˈhä/






(1894–1956), Indian theoretical physicist. Saha laid the foundations for modern astrophysics. He devised an equation that expressed the relationship between ionization and temperature.









Sahaptian

 
/säˈhaptēən/





I.
 
adjective




denoting, belonging to, or relating to a family of American Indian languages, including Nez Percé and Sahaptin, spoken in southern Washington, northern Oregon, and central Idaho.








II.
 
noun




the Sahaptian family of languages.













Sahaptin

 
/säˈhaptin/






noun



1.
 
any of several American Indian peoples of southern Washington and northern Oregon.




2.
 
the Sahaptian language spoken by the Sahaptin.













Sahara Desert

 
/səˌherə ˈdezərt, səˌhɑrə ˈdezərt /

 
the Sahara





I.
 
a vast desert in North Africa that extends from the Atlantic Ocean on the west to the Red Sea on the east and from the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlas Mountains in the north to the Sahel in the south. The largest desert in the world, it covers an area of about 3,500,000 square miles (9,065,000 sq km).







– origin

 
Sahara

 from Arabic 
ṣaḥrā῾

 ‘desert.’





Saharan

 
/səˈherən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Sahara Desert




•
 
a Saharan oasis.



















Sahel

 
/səˈhāl, -ˈhēl, -ˈhel/





I.
 
a vast semiarid region of North Africa, south of the Sahara, that forms a transitional zone between the desert and the region known as Sudan.




II.
 
derivatives





Sahelian

 
/-ēən /






adjective, noun






















sahib

 
/ˈsä(h)ib/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a polite title or form of address for a man




•
 
the Doctor Sahib.

















– origin

 Urdu, via Persian from Arabic 
ṣāḥib

 ‘friend, lord.’





Sahiwal

 
/ˈsähəˌväl/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a breed of cattle that originated in Pakistan but is now used in other tropical regions. Sahiwals have small horns and a hump on the back of the neck.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of a town in the central Punjab, Pakistan.





SAHM






abbreviation




stay-at-home mom (or mother).













sai

 
/sī/





I.
 
noun




a dagger with two sharp prongs curving outward from the hilt, originating in Okinawa and sometimes used in pairs in martial arts.











– origin

 Japanese.





said

 
/sed/





I.
 
past and past participle of say
 .




II.
 
adjective




used in legal language or humorously to refer to someone or something already mentioned or named




•
 
acting in pursuance of the said agreement.



















Said, Edward

 
/ˈsäid/






(1935–2003), US literary theorist, critic, journalist, and Palestinian activist, born in Jerusalem. He is best known for his critique of Western culture's false images of the Arab-Islamic world, which he discussed in 
Orientalism

 (1978).










Saida

 
/ˈsīdə/






Arabic name for Sidon
 .









saiga

 
/ˈsīɡə /

 
saiga antelope





I.
 
noun




an Asian antelope that has a distinctive convex snout with the nostrils opening downward, living in herds on the cold steppes.

[
Saiga tartarica

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Russian.





Saigon

 
/sīˈɡän/






official name (until 1975) of Ho Chi Minh City
 .










sail

 
/sāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of material extended on a mast to catch the wind and propel a boat, ship, or other vessel




•
 
all the sails were unfurled.










2.
 
the use of sailing ships as a means of transport




•
 
this led to bigger ships as steam replaced sail.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a voyage or excursion in a ship, especially a sailing ship or boat




•
 
they went for a sail.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a sailing ship




•
 
sail ahoy!










5.
 
something resembling a sail in shape or function, in particular




6.
 
a wind-catching apparatus, typically one consisting of canvas or a set of boards, attached to the arm of a windmill.




7.
 
the broad fin on the back of a sailfish or of some prehistoric reptiles.




8.
 
a structure by which an animal is propelled across the surface of water by the wind, e.g., the float of a Portuguese man-of-war.




9.
 
the conning tower of a submarine.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel in a boat with sails, especially as a sport or recreation




•
 
Ian took us out sailing on the lake.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — travel in a ship or boat using sails or engine power




•
 
the ferry caught fire sailing between Caen and Portsmouth.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — begin a voyage; leave a harbor




•
 
the catamaran sails at 3:30.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel by ship on or across (a sea) or on (a route)




•
 
plastic ships could be sailing the oceans soon.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — navigate or control (a boat or ship)




•
 
I stole a small fishing boat and sailed it to the Delta.










6.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move smoothly and rapidly or in a stately or confident manner




•
 
she sailed into the conference room at 2:30 sharp.










7.
 
(
sail through

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 succeed easily at (something, especially a test or examination)




•
 
Alex sailed through his exams.










8.
 
(
sail into

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 attack physically or verbally with force.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or under) full sail






with all the sails in position or fully spread




•
 
a galleon in full sail.















2.
 
take in sail






furl the sail or sails of a vessel.









3.
 
under sail






with the sails hoisted




•
 
at a speed of eight knots under sail.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sailable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
segel

 (noun), 
seglian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zeil

 and German 
Segel

 (nouns).





sailboard

 
/ˈsālbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a board with a mast attached to it by a swivel joint, and a sail, used in windsurfing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sailboarder

 
/ˈsālˌbôrdər /






noun













2.
 
sailboarding

 
/ˈsālˌbôrdiNG /






noun






















sailboat

 
/ˈsālˌbōt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a boat propelled by sails.













sailcloth

 
/ˈsālˌklôTH/






noun



1.
 
canvas or other material used for making sails.




2.
 
a canvaslike fabric used for making durable weatherproof clothes.













sailed

 
/sāld/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a boat or ship) having a sail or sails of a specified kind




•
 
a small-sailed fishing boat




•
 
a full-sailed schooner.



















sailer

 
/ˈsālər/






noun




a sailing ship or boat of specified power or manner of sailing




•
 
the great ships were abominable sailers: sluggish and difficult to maneuver




•
 
a four-masted motor sailer.




















sailfin molly

 
/ˌsālfin ˈmälē/





I.
 
noun




a small, brightly colored freshwater fish, the male of which has a long, high dorsal fin. Native to North and Central America, it is popular in aquariums.

[Genus 
Poecilia

 , family 
Poeciliidae

 : 
P. latipinna

 and 
P. velifera

 .]











– origin

 
sailfin

 with reference to the dorsal fin + molly
 .





sailfish

 
/ˈsālˌfiSH/






noun




a fish with a high, sail-like dorsal fin, in particular

[● an edible migratory billfish that is a prized game fish (genus 
Istiophorus

 , family 
Istiophoridae

 , in particular 
I. platypterus

 ). ● a small tropical freshwater fish of Sulawesi, popular in aquariums (
Telmatherina ladigesi

 , family 
Atherinidae

 ).]













sailing

 
/ˈsāliNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of sailing in a ship or boat


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sailing club.










2.
 
a voyage made by a ferry or cruise ship, especially according to a planned schedule




•
 
the company operates five sailings a day.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of beginning a voyage or of leaving a harbor.













sailing boat






noun




British term for sailboat
 .













sailing orders






plural noun




instructions to the captain of a vessel regarding such matters as time of departure and destination.













sailing ship

 
/ˈsāliNG ˌSHip/






noun




a ship driven by sails.













sailmaker

 
/ˈsālˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes, repairs, or alters sails as a profession.








II.
 
derivatives





sailmaking

 
/-ˌmākiNG /






noun





















sailor

 
/ˈsālər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose job it is to work as a member of the crew of a commercial or naval ship or boat, especially one who is below the rank of officer.




2.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who goes sailing as a sport or recreation




•
 
she was a keen sailor.










3.
 
(
a good/bad sailor

 )
 — a person who rarely (or often) becomes sick at sea in rough weather.








II.
 
derivatives





sailorly






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: variant of obsolete 
sailer

 .





sailor collar






noun




a collar cut deep and square at the back, tapering to a V-neck at the front.













sailor hat






noun



1.
 
another term for boater
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
a hat with a turned-up brim in imitation of a sailor's, worn by women and children.













sailor suit

 
/ˈsālər so͞ot/






noun




a suit of blue and white material resembling the dress uniform of an ordinary seaman, especially as fashionable dress for young boys during the 19th century.













sail plan






noun




a scale diagram of the masts, spars, rigging, and sails of a sailing vessel.













sailplane

 
/ˈsālˌplān/






noun




a glider designed for sustained flight.













sainfoin

 
/ˈsānˌfoin/





I.
 
noun




a pink-flowered plant of the pea family that is native to Asia and grown widely for fodder.

[
Onobrychis viciifolia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete French 
saintfoin

 , from modern Latin 
sanum foenum

 ‘wholesome hay’ (with reference to its medicinal properties).





saint

 
/sānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person acknowledged as holy or virtuous and typically regarded as being in heaven after death.




2.
 
(in the Catholic and Orthodox Churches) a person formally recognized or canonized by the Church after death, who may be the object of veneration and prayers for intercession.




3.
 
a person who is admired or venerated because of their virtue




•
 
he was considered a living saint by recipients of his generosity.










4.
 
(in or alluding to biblical use) a Christian believer.




5.
 
(
Saint

 )
 — a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; a Mormon.




6.
 
(
Saint

 ) (abbr.: 
St.

 or 
S.

 )
 — used in titles of religious saints




•
 
the epistles of Saint Paul




•
 
St. John's Church.










7.
 
used in place names or other dedications




•
 
St. Louis




•
 
St. Lawrence River.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
formally recognize as a saint; canonize.




2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
sainted

 )
 — worthy of being a saint; very virtuous




•
 
the story of his sainted sister Eileen.














III.
 
derivatives





saintlike

 
/ˈsāntˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English, from Old French 
seint

 , from Latin 
sanctus

 ‘holy,’ past participle of 
sancire

 ‘consecrate.’





St. Andrews






a town in eastern Scotland, on the North Sea; pop. 17,100 (est. 2009). It is noted for its university that was founded in 1410 and for its historic golf courses.










St. Andrew's Cross






noun






[Heraldry]

 an X-shaped cross, especially white on a blue background (as a national emblem of Scotland).

Also called saltire
 .













St. Anthony's Cross

 
St. Anthony Cross






noun




a T-shaped cross.













St. Anthony's Fire






noun



1.
 
another term for erysipelas
 .




2.
 
another term for ergotism
 .













Saint Augustine

 
/sānt ˈôɡəˌstēn, ôˈɡəstin, əˈɡəs-/






a historic port city in northeastern Florida, southeast of Jacksonville, near the Atlantic coast. Founded by the Spanish in 1565, it is often noted as the oldest city in America; pop. 12,404 (est. 2008).









St. Basil's Cathedral

 
/ˌsānt ˌbazəlz kəˈTHēdrəl/






a cathedral on the south side of Red Square in Moscow, commissioned by Ivan the Terrible to commemorate his capture of Kazan from the Tartars in 1552 and built between 1555 and 1560. The official name of the cathedral is the 
Cathedral of the Intercession of the Virgin

 , for Kazan was taken on October 1, the Orthodox feast of the Intercession of the Virgin. The more common name 
St. Basil's Cathedral

 is from 
St. Basil the Blessed

 , a ‘holy fool’ who was buried near the site of the cathedral.









St. Bernard

 
/ˌsānt bərˈnärd /

 
St. Bernard dog






noun




a large dog of a breed originally kept to rescue travelers by the monks of the Hospice on the Great St. Bernard Pass in the Swiss Alps.













St. Bernard Pass





I.
 
either of two passes across the Alps in southern Europe. The 
Great St. Bernard Pass

 , on the border between southwestern Switzerland and Italy, rises to 8,100 feet (2,469 m). The 
Little St. Bernard Pass

 , on the French–Italian border southeast of Mont Blanc, rises to 7,178 feet (2,188 m).







– origin

 named after the hospices founded on their summits in the 11th century by the French monk 
St. Bernard

 .





Saint Catherines

 
/ˌsānt ˈkaTH(ə)rənz/






an industrial and commercial city in southern Ontario in Canada, on Lake Ontario, northwest of Niagara Falls; pop. 131,989 (2006).









Saint Charles

 
/sānt CHärlz/






a historic commercial city in east central Missouri, on the Missouri River; pop. 64,386 (est. 2008).










St. Christopher and Nevis, Federation of






official name of St. Kitts and Nevis
 .









Saint Clair River

 
/ˌsānt ˌkler ˈrivər/






a short river that flows from Lake Huron to Lake Saint Clair, forming part of the boundary between Michigan and Ontario.









Saint Cloud

 
/ˌsānt ˈkloud/






an industrial and commercial city in east central Minnesota, on the Mississippi River, northwest of Minneapolis; pop. 66,948 (est. 2008).









St. Croix

 
/ˌsānt ˈkroi/






an island in the Caribbean Sea, the largest of the US Virgin Islands; chief town, Christiansted. Purchased by Denmark in 1753, it was sold to the US in 1917.









Saint Croix River





I.
 
a river that flows for 75 miles (120 km) from eastern Maine to form the border with New Brunswick in Canada before entering Passamaquoddy Bay. The first French settlement in North America was established in 1604 on Dochet Island, near its mouth.




II.
 
a river that flows for 164 miles (265 km) from northwestern Wisconsin to the Mississippi River and forms part of the border with Minnesota.









Saint-Denis

 
/sandəˈnē/





I.
 
a municipality in France, now a northern suburb of Paris.




II.
 
the capital of the French island of Réunion, a port on the northern coast; pop. 143,000 (est. 2007).









Saint Elias Mountains

 
/ˌsāntlˈīəs, iˈlīəs/






a section of the Coast Ranges in southeastern Alaska and neighboring Yukon Territory in Canada. Mount Logan, the highest point in Canada, is here, along with other high peaks and numerous glaciers.









St. Elmo's fire

 
/ˌsānt ˌelmōz ˈfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a phenomenon in which a luminous electrical discharge appears on a ship or aircraft during a storm.











– origin

 regarded as a sign of protection given by St. Elmo, the patron saint of sailors.





St.-Étienne

 
/ˌsäntāˈtyen/






an industrial city in southeastern central France, southwest of Lyons; pop. 180,773 (2006).









St. Eustatius

 
/ˌsānt yo͞oˈstāSH(ē)əs/






a small volcanic island in the Caribbean Sea, a self-governing territory of the Netherlands; pop. 2,768 (2009).









Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de

 
/ˌsaNt eɡˌzYpāˈrē/






(1900–44), French writer and aviator; full name 
Antoine Marie Roger de Saint-Exupéry

 . He is best known for the fable 
The Little Prince

 (1943).









Saint Francis River

 
/ˌsānt ˌfransis ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 425 miles (685 km) from southeastern Missouri into eastern Arkansas where it empties into the Mississippi River near Helena.









Saint-Gaudens, Augustus

 
/sānt ˈɡôdnz/






(1848–1907), US sculptor; born in Ireland. He is best remembered for his coin designs and for his sculptures, such as 
“General Sherman on Horseback”

 (1903) at the corner of New York City's Central Park.









Saint George

 
/ˌsānt ˈjôrj/






a historic resort city in southwestern Utah, near the Arizona border; pop. 72,718 (est. 2008).









St. George's






the capital of Grenada in the Caribbean Sea, a port in the southwestern part of the island; pop. 5,200 (est. 2009).









St. George's Channel






a channel between Wales and Ireland that links the Irish Sea with the Celtic Sea.









St. George's Cross






noun




a cross shaped like a plus sign, red on a white background (especially as a national emblem of England).













St. Helena

 
/ˌsānt həˈlēnə/





I.
 
a solitary island in the South Atlantic, a British overseas territory; pop. 7,600 (est. 2009); capital, Jamestown. The islands of Ascension, Tristan da Cunha, and Gough Island are dependencies of St. Helena. It is known as the place of Napoleon's exile 1815–21 and death.




II.
 
derivatives





St. Helenian

 
/-nēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 so named when it was discovered by the Portuguese on the feast day of 
St. Helena

 , May 21, 1502.





St. Helens

 
/ˌsānt ˈhelənz/






an industrial town in northwestern England, northeast of Liverpool; pop. 102,000 (est. 2009).









St. Helens, Mount






an active volcano in southwestern Washington, in the Cascade Range, that rises to 8,312 feet (2,560 m). A dramatic eruption in May 1980 reduced its height by more than a thousand feet and spread volcanic ash and debris over a vast area. In late 2004, a massive extrusion of lava had geologists monitoring the possibility of another explosive eruption.









sainthood

 
/ˈsāntˌho͝od/






noun




the status of a saint




•
 
Day is under consideration for sainthood by the Catholic Church




•
 
she deserves sainthood for taking in that many foster children




•
 
the process of regularly conferring sainthoods.



















St. John





I.
 
an island in the Caribbean Sea, one of the three principal islands of the US Virgin Islands.




II.
 
(usu. 
Saint John

 )
 — a city in New Brunswick, in eastern Canada, a port on the Bay of Fundy, at the mouth of the St. John River; pop. 68,043 (2006).









St. John's





I.
 
the capital of Antigua and Barbuda, situated on the northwestern coast of Antigua; pop. 26,000 (est. 2007).




II.
 
the capital of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, a port on the southeastern coast of the island; pop. 100,646 (2006).









St. John's wort

 
St. Johns wort





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant or shrub with distinctive yellow five-petaled flowers and paired oval leaves, used in medicinal preparations to treat various disorders, including depression.

[Genus 
Hypericum

 , family 
Guttiferae

 : many species, in particular 
H. perforatum

 .]











– origin

 so named because some species come into flower near the feast day of St. John the Baptist (June 24).





Saint Joseph

 
/sānt ˈjōsəf, -zəf/






a port city in northwestern Missouri, on the Missouri River; pop. 76,197 (est. 2008).









St. Kilda

 
/ˌsānt ˈkildə/






a small group of uninhabited islands in the Outer Hebrides.










St. Kitts and Nevis

 
/ˌsānt ˌkits ən ˈnēvis/





I.
 
a country that consists of two adjoining islands in the Leeward Islands in the Caribbean Sea; pop. 40,100 (est. 2009); capital, Basseterre (on St. Kitts); languages, English (official) and Creole.

Official name St. Christopher and Nevis, Federation of
 .





St. Kitts was visited in 1493 by Christopher Columbus. The islands were colonized by English settlers from 1623 and became the first successful English colony in the West Indies. A self-governing union between St. Kitts and Nevis (and briefly Anguilla) was created in 1967 and became a fully independent member of the Commonwealth of Nations in 1983. / 
– origin

 
St. Kitts

 , alteration (by settlers) of 
St. Christopher

 , a name given to the island by Columbus; 
Nevis

 from Spanish 
las nieves

 ‘the snows’ (because of the “snowy” clouds surrounding the peak).





Saint Laurent, Yves

 
/ˌsaN lôˈräN/






(1936–2008), French couturier; full name 
Yves Mathieu Saint Laurent

 . He opened his own fashion house in 1962 and later launched Rive Gauche boutiques to sell ready-to-wear clothing.









St. Laurent, Louis Stephen

 
/sānt ˈlôrənt/






(1882–1973), Canadian Liberal statesman; prime minister 1948–57.









Saint Lawrence Island

 
/ˌsānt ˌlôrəns ˈīlənd/






an island in western Alaska, in the Bering Sea. Most of its few inhabitants are Inuit.









St. Lawrence River






a river in North America that flows for about 750 miles (1,200 km) from Lake Ontario along the border between Canada and the US to the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the Atlantic coast.










St. Lawrence Seaway






a waterway in North America that flows for 2,342 miles (3,768 km) through the Great Lakes and along the course of the St. Lawrence River to the Atlantic Ocean. Consisting of channels connecting the lakes and a number of artificial sections that bypass the rapids in the river, it is open along its entire length to oceangoing vessels. It was inaugurated in 1959.









saintliness

 
/ˈsān(t)lēnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being saintly; holiness.




•
 
her selfless behavior borders on saintliness.



















Saint-Lô

 
/sa[N]ˈlō/






a town in northwestern France, in Normandy; pop. 20,537 (2007). Almost completely destroyed during the Allied invasion of World War II, it has since been rebuilt.









St. Louis

 
/ˈlo͞o-is, ˈlo͞o-ē/






a city and port in eastern Missouri, on the Mississippi River just south of its confluence with the Missouri River; pop. 354,361 (est. 2008). Founded as a French fur-trading post in the 1760s, it passed to the Spanish, the French again, and finally in 1803 to the US as part of the Louisiana Purchase.









St. Louis encephalitis

 
/ˌsānt ˌlo͞ois enˌsefəˈlīdəs/






noun




a form of viral encephalitis that can be fatal and is transmitted by mosquitoes.













Saint Louis Park

 
/ˌsānt ˌlo͞oəs ˈpärk/






a city in southeastern Minnesota, west of Minneapolis; pop. 45,465 (est. 2008).









St. Lucia

 
/ˌsānt ˈlo͞oSHə/






I.

1.
 
a country in the Caribbean Sea, one of the Windward Islands; pop. 160,300 (est. 2009); capital, Castries; languages, English (official) and French Creole.





First encountered by Europeans around 1500, St. Lucia was settled by both French and British in the 17th century. Possession of the island was long disputed until France ceded it to Britain in 1814. Since 1979, it has been an independent state within the Commonwealth of Nations.




II.
 
derivatives





St. Lucian






adjective, noun





















saintly

 
/ˈsān(t)lē/






adjective



1.
 
very holy or virtuous




•
 
a truly saintly woman.










2.
 
of or relating to a saint




•
 
a crypt for some saintly relic.



















St. Mark's Cathedral






the cathedral church of Venice since 1807. It was built in the 9th century to house relics of St. Mark, and rebuilt in the 11th century.










St. Martin

 
/sānt ˈmärtn, saN märˈtaN/






a small island in the Caribbean, one of the Leeward Islands; pop. 35,300 (est. 2006). The southern section of the island is a self-governing territory of the Netherlands; the larger northern part of the island is part of the French overseas department of Guadeloupe.

Dutch name Sint Maarten
 .









Saint-Mihiel

 
/ˌsanmēˈyel/






a commune in northeastern France; pop. 4,906 (2007). Fighting independently for the first time in World War I, US troops took the village from the Germans in September 1918.









St. Moritz

 
/sānt məˈrits, saN môˈrēts/






a resort and winter-sports center in southeastern Switzerland.









St. Paul

 
/ˌsānt ˈpôl/






the capital of Minnesota, on the Mississippi River adjacent to Minneapolis with which it forms the Twin Cities metropolitan area; pop. 279,590 (est. 2008). First settled in 1838, it prospered as a trading center and became the state capital in 1858.









saintpaulia

 
/ˌsāntˈpôlēə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Saintpaulia

 (family 
Gesneriaceae

 ), especially (in gardening) an African violet.











– origin

 named after Baron W. von 
Saint Paul

 (1860–1910), the German explorer who discovered it.





St. Paul's Cathedral






a cathedral on Ludgate Hill, London, designed by Sir Christopher Wren and built between 1675 and 1711.









St. Peters

 
/ˌsānt ˈpēdərz/






a city in eastern Missouri, northwest of St. Louis; pop. 55,500 (est. 2008).









St. Peter's Basilica






a Roman Catholic basilica in the Vatican City. Built in the 16th century on the site of a structure erected by Constantine on the supposed site of St. Peter's crucifixion, it is the largest Christian church.










St. Petersburg

 
/ˌsānt ˈpētərzˌbərɡ/





I.
 
a city and seaport in northwestern Russia, located on the delta of the Neva River, on the eastern shores of the Gulf of Finland; pop. 4,548,000 (est. 2008). Founded in 1703 by Peter the Great, St. Petersburg was the capital of Russia from 1712 until the Russian Revolution. During World War II, it was held under siege by the Germans and Finns 1941–44.

Former names Petrograd
 (1914–24) and Leningrad
 (1924–91).




II.
 
a resort city in western Florida, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 245,314 (est. 2008).









St. Pierre and Miquelon

 
/sānt ˈpi(ə)r and ˈmikəˌlän, saN ˈpyer ā mekˈlôN/






a group of eight small islands in the North Atlantic Ocean, off the southern coast of Newfoundland; pop. 7,100 (est. 2009). An overseas territory of France, the islands are the last remaining French possession in North America.









Saint-Saëns, Camille

 
/saN ˈsäNs/






(1835–1921), French composer, pianist, and organist; full name 
Charles-Camille Saint-Saëns

 . He is best known for 
Danse macabre

 (1874), the opera 
Samson and Delila

 (1877), and his third symphony and 
Carnaval des animaux

 (both 1886).









saint's day






noun




a day on which a saint is particularly commemorated in the Christian Church.













Saint-Simon, Comte de

 
/ˌsaN sēˈmôN/






(1760–1825), French social reformer and philosopher; born 
Claude-Henri de Rouvroy

 . He argued that society should be organized by leaders of industry and given spiritual direction by scientists.









Saint-Simon, Duc de






(1675–1755), French writer; born 
Louis de Rouvroy

 . He is best known for his 
Mémoires

 , a detailed record of court life between 1694 and 1723 during the reigns of Louis XIV and XV.









St. Thomas

 
/ˌsānt ˈtäməs/






an island in the Caribbean Sea, the second largest of the US Virgin Islands, east of Puerto Rico; pop. 53,700 (est. 2009); chief town, Charlotte Amalie. Settled by the Dutch in 1657, it passed to Denmark in 1666, which sold it to the US in 1917.









Saint-Tropez

 
/ˌsantrōˈpā/






a fishing port and resort on the Mediterranean coast of southern France, southwest of Cannes; pop. 5,690 (2006).









St. Valentine's Day Massacre






the shooting on February 14, 1929, of seven members of the rival “Bugsy” Moran's gang by some of Al Capone's men disguised as policemen.









St. Vincent and the Grenadines

 
/ˌsānt ˌvinsənt ən T͟Hə ˈɡrenəˌdēnz/





I.
 
an island state in the Windward Islands in the Caribbean Sea that consists of the mountainous island of St. Vincent and some of the Grenadine islands; pop. 104,600; capital, Kingstown; languages, English (official) and English-based Creole.





The French, Dutch, and British all made attempts at settlements in the 18th century, and the islands finally fell to British possession in 1783. The state obtained full independence with a limited form of membership of the Commonwealth of Nations in 1979.






St. Vitus's dance





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for Sydenham's chorea
 .











– origin

 so named because a visit to 
St. Vitus

 's shrine was believed to alleviate the disease.





Saipan

 
/sīˈpan/






the largest of the islands that make up the Northern Marianas in the western Pacific Ocean.









saith

 
/seTH ˈsāiTH/






archaic third person singular present of say
 .










saithe

 
/sāT͟H/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for pollock
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old Norse 
seithr

 .





Sakai

 
/ˈsäkī/






an industrial city in Japan, on Osaka Bay, south of Osaka; pop. 831,715 (2007).










sake1


 
/sāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
for the sake of something

 or 
for something's sake

 )
 — for the purpose of; in the interest of; in order to achieve or preserve




•
 
the couple moved to the coast for the sake of her health




•
 
for safety's sake, photographers are obliged to stand behind police lines




•
 
let us say, for the sake of argument, that the plotter and the assassin are one and the same person.










2.
 
(
for its own sake

 or 
something for something's sake

 or 
for the sake of it

 )
 — used to indicate something that is done as an end in itself rather than to achieve some other purpose




•
 
new ideas amount to change for change's sake.










3.
 
(
for the sake of someone

 or 
for someone's sake

 )
 — out of consideration for or in order to help someone




•
 
I felt I couldn't give up, for my own sake or the baby's




•
 
I have to make an effort for John's sake.










4.
 
(
for God's

 or 
goodness

 , etc., 
sake

 )
 — used to express impatience, annoyance, urgency, or desperation




•
 
“Oh, for God's sake!” snarled Dyson




•
 
where did you get it, for heaven's sake?














II.
 
phrases





for old times' sake






in memory of former times; in acknowledgment of a shared past




•
 
they sat in the back seats for old times' sake.





















– origin

 Old English 
sacu

 ‘contention, crime,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zaak

 and German 
Sache

 , from a base meaning ‘affair, legal action, thing.’ The phrase 
for the sake of

 may be from Old Norse.






sake2


 
/ˈsäkē /

 
saki
 , saké





I.
 
noun




a Japanese alcoholic drink made from fermented rice, traditionally drunk warm in small porcelain cups.











– origin

 Japanese.





saker

 
/ˈsākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large Eurasian falcon with a brown back and whitish head, used in falconry.

[
Falco cherrug

 , family 
Falconidae

 .]




2.
 
an early form of cannon.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sacre

 , from Arabic 
ṣaḳr

 ‘falcon.’






Sakha, Republic of

 
/ˈsäkə/






official name for Yakutia
 .









Sakhalin

 
/ˈsakəˌlēn/






a large Russian island in the Sea of Okhotsk, situated off the coast of eastern Russia and separated from it by the Tartar Strait; capital, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. From 1905 to 1946, it was divided into the northern part, held by Russia, and the southern part, occupied by Japan.









Sakharov, Andrei

 
/ˈsäKHəˌrôf, ˈsäk-, -ˌrôv/






(1921–89), Russian nuclear physicist and civil rights campaigner; full name 
Andrei Dmitrievich Sakharov

 . Although he helped to develop the Soviet hydrogen bomb, he campaigned against nuclear proliferation. He fought for reform and human rights in the former Soviet Union for which he was sentenced to internal exile 1980–86. Nobel Peace Prize (1975).









saki1


 
/ˈsäkē ˈsakē/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American monkey with coarse fur and a long bushy nonprehensile tail.

[Genera 
Pithecia

 and 
Chiropotes

 , family 
Cebidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Tupi 
saui

 .





saki2


 
/ˈsäkē/






noun




variant spelling of sake
 2
 .














Saki

 
/ˈsäkē/






(1870–1916), British short-story writer, born in Burma; pseudonym of 
Hector Hugh Munro

 . His stories encompass the satiric, comic, macabre, and supernatural, and frequently depict animals as agents seeking revenge on humankind.









sal

 
/sal/





I.
 
noun




a northern Indian tree that yields teaklike timber and dammar resin. It is the most commercially important source of timber in India.

[
Shorea robusta

 , family 
Dipterocarpaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
sāl

 .






salaam

 
/səˈläm/





I.
 
exclamation




a common greeting in many Arabic-speaking and Muslim countries.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a gesture of greeting or respect, with or without a spoken salutation, typically consisting of a low bow of the head and body with the hand or fingers touching the forehead.

Compare with shalom
 .




2.
 
(
salaams

 )
 — respectful compliments.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a salaam.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic (
al-)salām (῾alaikum

 ) ‘peace (be upon you).’





salable

 
/ˈsāləb(ə)l /

 
saleable





I.
 
adjective




fit or able to be sold.








II.
 
derivatives





salability

 
/ˌsāləˈbilədē /






noun





















salacious

 
/səˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of writing, pictures, or talk) treating sexual matters in an indecent way and typically conveying undue interest in or enjoyment of the subject




•
 
salacious stories.










2.
 
lustful; lecherous




•
 
his salacious grin faltered.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
salaciously

 
/səˈlāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
salaciousness

 
/səˈlāSHəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
salacity

 
/səˈlasədē /






noun




(
 — 

‹dated›





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
salax

 , 
salac-

 (from 
salire

 ‘to leap’) + -ious
 .






salad

 
/ˈsaləd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cold dish of various mixtures of raw or cooked vegetables, usually seasoned with oil, vinegar, or other dressing and sometimes accompanied by meat, fish, or other ingredients




•
 
a green salad




•
 
bowls of salad.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a mixture containing a specified ingredient served with a dressing




•
 
a red pepper filled with tuna salad




•
 
fruit salad.










3.
 
a vegetable suitable for eating raw.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
salade

 , from Provençal 
salada

 , based on Latin 
sal

 ‘salt.’





salad bar






noun




a counter or table in a restaurant or supermarket on which a variety of prepared salads and salad ingredients are displayed for self-service




•
 
a salad bar is a great option as long as you pick the right things.



















salad days

 
/ˈsaləd dāz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
one's salad days

 )


1.
 
the period when one is young and inexperienced.




2.
 
the peak or heyday of something.











– origin

 from Shakespeare's 
Antony and Cleopatra

 (
I

 . v. 72).





salade

 
/səˈläd/






noun




another term for sallet
 .













Saladin

 
/ˈsalədn, ˈsaləˌdin/






(1137–93), sultan of Egypt and Syria 1174–93; Arabic name 
Salah-ad-Din Yusuf ibn-Ayyub

 . He reconquered Jerusalem from the Christians in 1187, but he was defeated by Richard the Lionheart at Arsuf in 1191.









Salafi

 
/səˈläfē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a strictly orthodox Sunni Muslim sect advocating a return to the early Islam of the Koran and Sunna.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Salafism






noun













2.
 
Salafist






noun, adjective



















– origin

 Arabic, from 
salaf

 ‘predecessor,’ ‘forebear.’





salal

 
/səˈlal/





I.
 
noun




a North American plant of the heath family, with clusters of pink or white flowers and edible purple-black berries.

[
Gaultheria shallon

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Chinook Jargon 
sallal

 .





Salam, Abdus

 
/säˈläm/






(1926–1996), Pakistani theoretical physicist. He independently developed a unified theory to explain electromagnetic interactions and the weak nuclear force. Nobel Prize for Physics (1979), shared with Sheldon Glashow and Steven Weinberg.









Salamanca

 
/ˌsaləˈmaNGkə, ˌsäləˈmäNGkə/






a city in western Spain; pop. 155,740 (2008).










salamander

 
/ˈsaləˌmandər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a newtlike amphibian that typically has bright markings, and that once was thought to be able to endure fire.

[Order 
Urodela

 : four families, in particular 
Salamandridae

 , and numerous species, including the 
fire salamander

 .]




2.
 
a mythical lizardlike creature said to live in fire or to be able to withstand its effects.




3.
 
an elemental spirit living in fire.




4.
 
a metal plate heated and placed over food to brown it.




5.
 
a space-heater, usually fueled by propane.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a red-hot iron or poker.








II.
 
derivatives





salamandrine

 
/ˌsaləˈmandrən /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
salamandre

 , via Latin from Greek 
salamandra

 . Sense 1 dates from the early 17th cent.





salami

 
/səˈlämē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of highly seasoned sausage, originally from Italy, usually eaten cold in slices.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 
‹informal›

 a grand slam home run.

[a play on the word ‘slam.’]











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
salame

 , from a late Latin word meaning ‘to salt.’





Salamis

 
/ˈsaləməs/






an island in the Saronic Gulf in Greece, to the west of Athens.










sal ammoniac

 
/ˌsal əˈmōnēˌak/





I.
 
noun




old-fashioned term for ammonium chloride
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
sal ammoniacus

 ‘salt of Ammon’ (see ammoniacal
 ).





Salang Pass

 
/säˌläNG ˈpas/






a high-altitude route across the Hindu Kush in Afghanistan. A road and tunnel were built by the former Soviet Union during the 1960s to improve the supply route to Kabul.









salariat

 
/səˈlerēət/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the salariat

 )


1.
 
salaried white-collar workers.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
salaire

 ‘salary,’ on the pattern of 
prolétariat

 ‘proletariat.’





salaried

 
/ˈsal(ə)rēd/






adjective




receiving or recompensed by a salary rather than a wage




•
 
salaried employees




•
 
he was in salaried employment.




















salary

 
/ˈsal(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




a fixed regular payment, typically paid on a monthly or biweekly basis but often expressed as an annual sum, made by an employer to an employee, especially a professional or white-collar worker




•
 
he received a salary of $29,000




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a 15 percent salary increase.







Compare with wage
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 pay a salary to.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
salarie

 , from Latin 
salarium

 , originally denoting a Roman soldier's allowance to buy salt, from 
sal

 ‘salt.’





salaryman

 
/ˈsal(ə)rēmən/






noun




(especially in Japan) a white-collar worker.














salat

 
/səˈlät/





I.
 
noun




the ritual prayer of Muslims, performed five times daily in a set form.











– origin

 Arabic, plural of 
salāh

 ‘prayer, worship.’





Salazar, Antonio de Oliveira

 
/ˈsaləˌzär/






(1889–1970), Portuguese statesman; prime minister 1932–68. He maintained Portugal's neutrality throughout the Spanish Civil War and World War II.









salbutamol

 
/salˈbyo͞otəˌmôl, -ˌmäl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound related to aspirin, used as a bronchodilator in the treatment of asthma and other conditions involving constriction of the airways.











– origin

 1960s: from 
sal(icylic acid)

 + 
but(yl)

 + 
am(ine)

 + -ol
 .





salchow

 
/ˈsalkou /

 
Salchow





I.
 
noun






[Figure Skating]

 a jump in figure skating with a backward takeoff from the backward inside edge of one skate to the backward outside edge of the other, with one or more full turns in the air.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Ulrich 
Salchow

 (1877–1949), Swedish skater.





sale

 
/sāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the exchange of a commodity for money; the action of selling something




•
 
we withdrew it from sale




•
 
the sale has fallen through.










2.
 
(
sales

 )
 — a quantity or amount sold




•
 
price cuts failed to boost sales.










3.
 
(
sales

 )
 — the activity or business of selling products




•
 
director of sales and marketing.










4.
 
a period during which a retailer sells goods at reduced prices




•
 
a clearance sale.










5.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — a public or charitable event at which goods are sold.




6.
 
a public auction.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(up) for sale






offered for purchase; to be bought




•
 
cars for sale at reasonable prices.















2.
 
on sale





a.
 
offered for purchase




•
 
the November issue is on sale now.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 offered for purchase at a reduced price.















– origin

 late Old English 
sala

 , from Old Norse 
sala

 , of Germanic origin; related to sell
 .





Salem

 
/ˈsāləm/





I.
 
an industrial city in Tamil Nadu in southern India; pop. 872,400 (est. 2009).




II.
 
the state capital of Oregon, on the Willamette River, southwest of Portland; pop. 153,435 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city and port in northeastern Massachusetts, on the Atlantic coast, north of Boston; pop. 41,256 (est. 2008). First settled in 1626, it was the scene in 1692 of a notorious series of witchcraft trials.




IV.
 
a town in southeastern New Hampshire, southeast of Derry; pop. 29,414 (est. 2008).









salep

 
/ˈsaləp/





I.
 
noun




a starchy preparation of the dried tubers of various orchids, used as a thickener in cooking, and formerly in medicines and tonics.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Turkish 
sālep

 , from Arabic 
(ḵuṣa-'ṯ-) ṯa῾lab

 , the name of an orchid (literally ‘fox's testicles’).





saleratus

 
/ˌsaləˈrādəs/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 sodium bicarbonate (or sometimes potassium bicarbonate) as the main ingredient of baking powder.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
sal aeratus

 ‘aerated salt.’





Salerno

 
/səˈlərnō səˈlernō/






a port on the western coast of Italy, on the Gulf of Salerno, southeast of Naples; pop. 140,489 (2008).









sales assistant






noun




a person who serves customers in a store.













salesclerk

 
/ˈsālzklərk /

 
sales clerk






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an assistant who sells goods in a retail store.













salesgirl

 
/ˈsālzˌɡərl/






noun




a female salesclerk.













Salesian

 
/səˈlēZHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a Roman Catholic educational religious order founded near Turin in 1859 and named after St. Francis de Sales.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Salesian order.













saleslady

 
/ˈsālzˌlādē/






noun




a saleswoman, especially one working as a salesclerk.













salesman

 
/ˈsālzmən/






noun




a man whose job involves selling or promoting commercial products, either in a store or visiting locations to get orders




•
 
an insurance salesman.



















salesmanship

 
/ˈsālzmənˌSHip/






noun




the skills and methods used in selling or promoting commercial products




•
 
you have to admire the slick salesmanship behind the marketing




•
 
this aggressive salesmanship borders on harassment.



















salesperson

 
/ˈsālzˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




a salesman or saleswoman (used as a neutral alternative).













salesroom

 
/ˈsālzˌro͞om ˈsālzˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
a room in which items are sold at auction.




2.
 
a showroom displaying goods offered for sale.













sales tax

 
/ˈsālz ˌtaks/






noun




a tax on sales or on the receipts from sales.













saleswoman

 
/ˈsālzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman whose job involves selling or promoting commercial products.













Salford

 
/ˈsôlfərd, ˈsal-/






an industrial city in northwestern England, near Manchester; pop. 69,600 (est. 2009).










Salian

 
/ˈsālyən/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Salii, a 4th-century Frankish people living near the River IJssel, from whom the Merovingians were descended.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Salii.













Salic

 
/ˈsālik, ˈsal-/






adjective




another term for Salian
 .













salicin

 
/ˈsaləsən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter compound present in willow bark. It is a glucoside related to aspirin, and accounts for the ancient use of willow bark as a pain-relieving drug.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
salicine

 , from Latin 
salix

 , 
salic-

 ‘willow.’





salicional

 
/səˈliSHənl/





I.
 
noun




an organ stop with a soft reedy tone.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Salicional

 , from Latin 
salix

 , 
salic-

 ‘willow’ + the obscurely derived suffix 
-ional

 .





Salic law

 
/ˈsālik ˈsalik lô /

 

‹historical›







noun



1.
 
a law excluding females from dynastic succession, especially as the alleged fundamental law of the French monarchy.




2.
 
a Frankish law book extant in Merovingian and Carolingian times.













salicylic acid

 
/ˌsaləˌsilik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter compound present in certain plants. It is used as a fungicide and in the manufacture of aspirin and dyestuffs.

[Alternative name: 
o

 -hydroxybenzoic acid; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OH)(COOH).]








II.
 
derivatives





salicylate

 
/səˈlisəˌlāt səˈlisələt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
salicylic

 from French 
salicyle

 , the radical of the acid, + -ic
 .





salience

 
/ˈsālēəns /

 
saliency






noun




the quality of being particularly noticeable or important; prominence




•
 
the political salience of religion has a considerable impact.




















salient

 
/ˈsālyənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
most noticeable or important




•
 
it succinctly covered all the salient points of the case.










2.
 
prominent; conspicuous




•
 
it was always the salient object in my view.










3.
 
(of an angle) pointing outward.

The opposite of re-entrant
 .




4.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) standing on its hind legs with the forepaws raised, as if leaping.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of land or section of fortification that juts out to form an angle.




2.
 
an outward bulge in a line of military attack or defense.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saliency






noun













2.
 
saliently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a heraldic term): from Latin 
salient-

 ‘leaping,’ from the verb 
salire

 . The noun dates from the early 19th cent.






Salientia

 
/ˌsālēˈen(t)SHə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term for Anura
 .




II.
 
derivatives





salientian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
salire

 ‘to leap.’





saliferous

 
/səˈlif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of rock or strata) containing much salt.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
sal

 ‘salt’ + -iferous.





salina

 
/səˈlēnə səˈlīnə/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in the Caribbean or South America) a salt pan, salt lake, or salt marsh.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish, from medieval Latin, ‘salt pit,’ in Latin 
salinae

 (plural) ‘salt pans.’





Salina

 
/səˈlīnə/






an industrial and commercial city in central Kansas; pop. 46,483 (est. 2008).









Salinas

 
/səˈlēnəs/






a city in west central California, a commercial center in the agriculturally important Salinas Valley; pop. 143,640 (est. 2008).









saline

 
/ˈsāˌlēn ˈsāˌlīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or impregnated with salt




•
 
saline alluvial soils.










2.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 (of a solution) containing sodium chloride and/or a salt or salts of magnesium or another alkali metal.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a solution of salt in water.




2.
 
a saline solution used in medicine.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
salinization

 
/ˌsalənəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
salinize

 
/ˈsaləˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
sal

 ‘salt’ + -ine
 1
 .





Salinger, J. D.

 
/ˈsalənjər/






(1919–2010), US novelist and short-story writer; full name 
Jerome David Salinger

 . He is best known for his novel of adolescence 
The Catcher in the Rye

 (1951). Other notable works: 
Franny and Zooey

 (1961) and 
Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenter

 (1963).









salinity

 
/səˈlinədē/






noun




the concentration of dissolved salts in water etc., usually expressed in parts per thousand by weight




•
 
the salinity of the water is high




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
low salinities occur in the Baltic.



















salinometer

 
/ˌsaləˈnämədər/






noun




an instrument for measuring the salinity of water.














Salisbury

 
/ˈsôlzˌberē ˈsôlzb(ə)rē/





I.
 
a city in southern England; pop. 42,900 (est. 2009). It is noted for its 13th-century cathedral.




II.
 
former name (until 1982) of Harare
 .




III.
 
a city in southeastern Maryland; pop. 28,972 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
an industrial city in west central North Carolina; pop. 28,972 (est. 2008).









Salisbury, 3rd Marquess of

 
/ˈsôlzˌberē, ˈsalz-, -b(ə)rē/






(1830–1903), British statesman; prime minister 1885–86, 1886–92, and 1895–1902; born 
Robert Arthur Talbot Gascoigne-Cecil

 .









Salish

 
/ˈsāliSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of American Indian peoples inhabiting areas of the northwestern US and British Columbia.




2.
 


‹dated›

 another name for the Flathead
 people (see flathead
 ).




3.
 
the group of related languages spoken by the Salish.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Salish or their languages.








III.
 
derivatives





Salishan

 
/-ən /






adjective



















– origin

 the Flathead name.






saliva

 
/səˈlīvə/





I.
 
noun




watery liquid secreted into the mouth by glands, providing lubrication for chewing and swallowing, and aiding digestion.








II.
 
derivatives





salivary

 
/ˈsaləˌverē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.





salivate

 
/ˈsaləˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secrete saliva, especially in anticipation of food.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹technical›

 cause (a person or animal) to produce an unusually copious secretion of saliva.




3.
 
display great relish at the sight or prospect of something




•
 
I was fairly 
salivating at

 the prospect of a $10 million loan.














II.
 
derivatives





salivation

 
/ˌsaləˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
salivat-

 ‘(having) produced saliva,’ from the verb 
salivare

 , from 
saliva

 (see saliva
 ).





Salk, Jonas Edward

 
/sô(l)k/






(1914–95), US microbiologist. He developed the standard 
Salk vaccine

 against polio, using virus inactivated by formalin, in the early 1950s. He later became the director of the institute in San Diego that bears his name.










sallet

 
/ˈsalət/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light helmet with an outward curve extending over the back of the neck, worn as part of medieval armor.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
salade

 , based on Latin 
caelare

 ‘engrave’ (from 
caelum

 ‘chisel’).





Sallie Mae

 
/ˌsalē ˈmā /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
the Student Loan Marketing Association, an agency that makes educational loans more widely available to college students.







– origin

 1970s: elaboration of the acronym 
SLMA

 , suggested by the given names 
Sally

 and 
Mae

 , on the pattern of Fannie Mae
 .





sallow1


 
/ˈsalō/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's face or complexion) of an unhealthy yellow or pale brown color.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make sallow.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sallowish






adjective













2.
 
sallowness

 
/ˈsalōnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
salo

 ‘dusky,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
sǫlr

 ‘yellow,’ from a base meaning ‘dirty.’






sallow2


 
/ˈsalō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a willow tree, especially one of a low-growing or shrubby kind.

Also called pussy willow
 . [Genus 
Salix

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
great sallow

 (see goat willow
 ).]




2.
 
a moth with dull yellow, orange, and brown patterned wings. The larvae of some species feed on sallow catkins.

[Genus 
Xanthia

 , family 
Noctuidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
derivatives





sallowy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
salh

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
selja

 , and Latin 
salix

 ‘willow.’






sally1


 
/ˈsalē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden charge out of a besieged place against the enemy; a sortie.




2.
 
a brief journey or sudden start into activity.




3.
 
a witty or lively remark, especially one made as an attack or as a diversion in an argument; a retort.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a military sortie




•
 
they sallied out to harass the enemy.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 set out from a place to do something




•
 
I made myself presentable and 
sallied forth

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
saillie

 , feminine past participle (used as a noun) of 
saillir

 ‘come or jut out,’ from Old French 
salir

 ‘to leap,’ from Latin 
salire

 .





sally2


 
/ˈsalē/





I.
 
noun




the part of a bell rope that has colored wool woven into it to provide a grip for the bell-ringer's hands.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the first movement of a bell when set for ringing): perhaps from sally
 1
 in the sense ‘leaping motion.’





Sally Lightfoot

 
/ˌsalē ˈlītfo͝ot/






noun




a common active crab of rocky shores in the Caribbean, Central America, and the Galapagos Islands.

[
Grapsus grapsus

 , family 
Grapsidae

 .]













Sally Lunn

 
/ˌsalē ˈlən/





I.
 
noun




a sweet, light teacake, typically served hot.











– origin

 said to be from the name of a woman selling such cakes in Bath, England, 
c.

 1800.





sally port






noun




a small exit point in a fortification for the passage of troops when making a sally.














salmagundi

 
/ˌsalməˈɡəndē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish of chopped meat, anchovies, eggs, onions, and seasoning.




2.
 
a general mixture; a miscellaneous collection.











– origin

 from French 
salmigondis

 , of unknown origin.





salmanazar

 
/ˌsalməˈnazər, -ˈnäzər/





I.
 
noun




a wine bottle of approximately twelve times the standard size.











– origin

 1930s: named after 
Shalmaneser

 , a king of Assyria (2 Kings 17–18).





salmi

 
/ˈsalmē/





I.
 
noun




a ragout or casserole of game stewed in a rich sauce




•
 
a pheasant salmi.

















– origin

 French, abbreviation of 
salmigondis

 (see salmagundi
 ).





salmon

 
/ˈsamən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large edible fish that is a popular game fish, much prized for its pink flesh. Salmon mature in the sea but migrate to freshwater streams to spawn.

[Family 
Salmonidae

 (the 
salmon family

 ): the 
Atlantic salmon

 (
Salmo salar

 ), which sometimes returns to spawn two or three times, and five species of Pacific salmon (genus 
Oncorhynchus

 ), which always die after spawning. The salmon family also includes trout, char, whitefish, and their relatives.]




2.
 
the flesh of the salmon as food.




3.
 
any of a number of fishes that resemble the true salmons, in particular

[● a large green and silver fish of Australasian inshore waters, popular as a game fish (
Arripis trutta

 , family 
Arripidae

 ). ● a prized food fish of the drum family (
Sciaenidae

 ), in particular the 
Cape salmon

 of the Indian Ocean (
Atractoscion aequidens

 ) and sea trouts of the western Atlantic (genus 
Cynoscion

 ).]




4.
 
a pale pinkish orange color.








II.
 
derivatives





salmony






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
samoun

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
saumoun

 , from Latin 
salmo

 , 
salmon-

 . The spelling with 
-l-

 is influenced by Latin.





salmonberry

 
/ˈsamənˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a North American bramble that bears pink raspberrylike fruit.

[Genus 
Rubus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, in particular 
R. spectabilis

 .]




2.
 
the edible fruit of the salmonberry.













salmonella

 
/ˌsalməˈnelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bacterium that occurs mainly in the intestine, especially a serotype causing food poisoning.

[Genus 
Salmonella

 : numerous serotypes; Gram-negative rods.]




2.
 
food poisoning caused by infection with salmonella bacterium




•
 
an outbreak of salmonella.














II.
 
derivatives





salmonellosis

 
/ˌsalməˌneˈlōsəs /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin, named after Daniel E. 
Salmon

 (1850–1914), US veterinary surgeon.





salmonid

 
/ˈsalmənəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the salmon family (
Salmonidae

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Salmonidae

 (plural), based on Latin 
salmo

 , 
salmon-

 ‘salmon.’





salmon ladder

 
salmon leap






noun




a series of natural steps in a cascade or steeply sloping riverbed, or a similar arrangement incorporated into a dam, allowing salmon to pass upstream.













salmonoid

 
/ˈsa(l)məˌnoid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a fish of a group that includes the salmon family together with the pikes, smelts, and argentines.

[Superfamily 
Salmonoidea

 : several families.]








II.
 
adjective




relating to fish of the salmonoid group.













Salmon River






a river that flows for 425 miles (685 km) through central Idaho. With its branches, it is noted as a salmon breeding resource.









salmon run






noun




a migration of salmon up a river from the sea, in order to spawn.














salmon trout

 
/ˈsamən ˌtrout/






noun



1.
 
a large trout or troutlike fish, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a lake trout.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a sea trout.













Salome

 
/ˌsäləˈmā səˈlōmē/






(in the New Testament) the daughter of Herodias, who danced before her stepfather Herod Antipas. Given a choice of reward for her dancing, she asked for the head of St. John the Baptist and thus caused him to be beheaded.









salon

 
/səˈlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment where a hairdresser, beautician, or couturier conducts business.




2.
 
a reception room in a large house.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a regular social gathering of eminent people (especially writers and artists) at the house of a woman prominent in high society.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a meeting of intellectuals or other eminent people at the invitation of a celebrity or socialite.




5.
 
(
Salon

 )
 — an annual exhibition of the work of living artists held by the Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture in Paris, originally in the Salon d'Apollon in the Louvre in 1667.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French (see saloon
 ).





Salon des Refusés

 
/saˌlän dā rəfo͞oˈzā/





I.
 
an exhibition in Paris ordered by Napoleon III in 1863 to display pictures rejected by the Salon. The artists represented included Manet, Cézanne, Pissarro, and Whistler.







– origin

 French, literally ‘exhibition of the rejected (works).’






Salonica

 
/səˈlônikə, ˌsaləˈnēkə/






former name for Thessaloníki
 .









salon music






noun






‹often derogatory›

 light classical music originally considered suitable for playing in a salon.














saloon

 
/səˈlo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public room or building used for a specified purpose




•
 
a billiard saloon.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 
‹humorous›

 a place where alcoholic drinks may be bought and drunk.




3.
 
a large public room for use as a lounge on a ship.




4.
 
(also 
saloon car

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a luxurious railroad car used as a lounge or restaurant or as private accommodations




•
 
a dining saloon.










5.
 
(also 
saloon car

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 an automobile having a closed body and a closed trunk separated from the part in which the driver and passengers sit; a sedan.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘drawing room’): from French 
salon

 , from Italian 
salone

 ‘large hall,’ augmentative of 
sala

 ‘hall.’





saloon deck






noun




a deck on the same level as a ship's saloon, for the use of passengers.













saloonkeeper

 
/səˈlo͞onˌkēpər /

 
saloon keeper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who runs a bar; a bartender.













salopettes

 
/ˌsaləˈpets/





I.
 
plural noun




a one-piece garment similar to overalls, with a front flap and shoulder straps or a full sleeveless top, worn for skiing, sailing, etc.











– origin

 1970s: from French 
salopette

 in the same sense + 
-s

 by analogy with such words as 
trousers

 .





Salopian

 
/səˈlōpēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the English county of Salop, now known as Shropshire, or its inhabitants




•
 
the Salopian pub.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the English county of Salop, now known as Shropshire




•
 
the daughter of a Salopian.



















salotto

 
/səˈlädō/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Italy) a reception room.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
sala

 ‘hall.’





salp

 
/salp/





I.
 
noun




a free-swimming marine invertebrate related to the sea squirts with a transparent, barrel-shaped body.

[Several genera in the class 
Thaliacea

 , subphylum 
Urochordata

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
salpe

 , based on Greek 
salpē

 ‘fish.’





salpicon

 
/ˌsalpiˈkän/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of finely chopped ingredients bound in a thick sauce and used as a filling or stuffing.











– origin

 via French from Spanish, from 
salpicar

 ‘sprinkle (with salt).’





salpiglossis

 
/ˌsalpəˈɡlôsis, -ˈɡläsis/





I.
 
noun




a South American plant of the nightshade family, with brightly patterned funnel-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Salpiglossis

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, formed irregularly from Greek 
salpinx

 ‘trumpet’ + 
glōssa

 ‘tongue.’






salpingectomy

 
/ˌsalpənˈjektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of the fallopian tubes.













salpingitis

 
/ˌsalpənˈjīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the fallopian tubes.













salpingo-

 
salping-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the fallopian tubes




•
 
salpingostomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
salpinx

 , 
salping-

 ‘trumpet.’





salpingostomy

 
/ˌsalpənˈɡästəmē/






noun




surgical unblocking of a blocked fallopian tube.













salsa

 
/ˈsälsə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of Latin American dance music incorporating elements of jazz and rock.




2.
 
a dance performed to salsa music.




3.
 
(especially in Latin American cooking) a spicy tomato sauce.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘sauce,’ extended in American Spanish to denote the dance.





salsa verde

 
/ˌsälsə ˈverdā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Italian sauce made with olive oil, garlic, capers, anchovies, vinegar or lemon juice, and parsley.




2.
 
a Mexican sauce of finely chopped onion, garlic, cilantro, parsley, and hot peppers.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘green sauce.’





salsero

 
/salˈserō/





I.
 
noun




a salsa musician or dancer.











– origin

 Spanish.






salsify

 
/ˈsalsəfē ˈsalsəˌfī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible European plant of the daisy family, with a long root like that of a parsnip.

Also called oyster plant
 . [
Tragopogon porrifolius

 , family 
Compositae

 . See also scorzonera
 .]




2.
 
the root of the salsify plant used as a vegetable.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
salsifis

 , from obsolete Italian 
salsefica

 , of unknown ultimate origin.






salt

 
/sôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
common salt

 )
 — a white crystalline substance that gives seawater its characteristic taste and is used for seasoning or preserving food.

[Alternative name: 
sodium chloride

 ; chem. formula: NaCl. See sea salt
 .]




2.
 


‹literary›

 something that adds freshness or piquancy




•
 
he described danger as the salt of pleasure.










3.
 
a saltcellar.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 any chemical compound formed from the reaction of an acid with a base, with all or part of the hydrogen of the acid replaced by a metal or other cation.




5.
 
(usu. 
old salt

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an experienced sailor.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
impregnated with, treated with, or tasting of salt




•
 
salt water




•
 
salt beef.










2.
 
(of a plant) growing on the coast or in salt marshes.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
salted

 )
 — season or preserve with salt




•
 
cook the carrots in boiling salted water.










2.
 
make (something) piquant or more interesting




•
 
there was good talk to salt the occasion.










3.
 
sprinkle (a road or path) with salt in order to melt snow or ice.




4.
 


‹informal›

 fraudulently make (a mine) appear to be a paying one by placing rich ore in it.




5.
 
(as 
adj.

 
salted

 )
 — (of a horse) having developed a resistance to disease by surviving it.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
rub salt into the (or someone's) wound






make a painful experience even more painful for someone.









2.
 
the salt of the earth






a person or group of people of great kindness, reliability, or honesty.

[with biblical allusion to Matt 5:13.]









3.
 
sit below the salt






be of lower social standing or worth.

[from the former custom of placing a large saltcellar in the middle of a dining table with the host at one end.]









4.
 
take something with a grain (or pinch) of salt






regard something as exaggerated; believe only part of something




•
 
take a stock tip with a grain of salt.















5.
 
worth one's salt






good or competent at the job or profession specified




•
 
any astrologer worth her salt would have predicted this.


















V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
salt something away








‹informal›

 secretly store or put by something, especially money.









2.
 
salt something out





a.
 
cause soap to separate from lye by adding salt.




b.
 


[Chemistry]

 cause an organic compound to separate from an aqueous solution by adding an electrolyte.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saltish






adjective













2.
 
saltless






adjective













3.
 
saltness

 
/ˈsôltnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sealt

 (noun), 
sealtan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zout

 and German 
Salz

 (nouns), from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sal

 , Greek 
hals

 ‘salt.’





SALT

 
/sôlt/






abbreviation




Strategic Arms Limitation Talks.














salt-and-pepper

 
/ˈsôlt n ˈpepər/






adjective




flecked or speckled with intermingled dark and light shades




•
 
his salt-and-pepper hair.



















saltarello

 
/ˌsaltəˈrelō, ˌsôl-/





I.
 
noun




an energetic Italian or Spanish dance for one couple, characterized by leaps and skips.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian 
salterello

 , Spanish 
saltarelo

 , based on Latin 
saltare

 ‘to dance.’





saltation

 
/ˌsôlˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 abrupt evolutionary change; sudden large-scale mutation.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the movement of hard particles such as sand over an uneven surface in a turbulent flow of air or water.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of leaping or dancing.








II.
 
derivatives





saltatory

 
/ˈsaltəˌtôrē, ˈsôl- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 3): from Latin 
saltatio(n-)

 , from 
saltare

 ‘to dance,’ frequentative of 
salire

 ‘to leap.’





saltatorial

 
/ˌsaltəˈtôrēəl ˌsôltəˈtôrēəl/






adjective






[chiefly Entomology]

 (especially of grasshoppers or their limbs) adapted for leaping.













saltbox

 
/ˈsôltˌbäks/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a frame house having up to three stories at the front and one fewer at the back with a steeply pitched roof.













salt bridge






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a tube containing an electrolyte (typically in the form of a gel), providing electrical contact between two solutions.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a link between electrically charged acidic and basic groups, especially on different parts of a large molecule such as a protein.













saltbush

 
/ˈsôltˌbo͝oSH/






noun




a salt-tolerant orache plant sometimes used in the reclamation of saline soils or to provide grazing in areas of salty soil.

[Genus 
Atriplex

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 : several species, including the 
four-wing saltbush

 
A. canescens

 of the western US.]













salt cedar






noun




a tamarisk with reddish-brown branches and feathery gray foliage.

[
Tamarix gallica

 , family 
Tamaricaceae

 .]













saltcellar

 
/ˈsôltˌselər/





I.
 
noun




a dish or container for storing salt, now typically a closed container with perforations in the lid for sprinkling.











– origin

 late Middle English: from salt
 + obsolete 
saler

 , from Old French 
salier

 ‘salt-box,’ from Latin 
salarium

 (see salary
 ). The change in spelling of the second word was due to association with cellar
 .





salt chuck





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 the sea, or an inlet of the sea that flows into a lake or river.











– origin

 
chuck

 from Chinook Jargon.





salt dome






noun




a dome-shaped structure in sedimentary rocks, formed where a large mass of salt has been forced upward. Such structures often form traps for oil or natural gas.













salter

 
/ˈsôltər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a person dealing in or employed in the production of salt.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person whose work involved the preservation of meat or fish in salt.




3.
 


‹historical›

 another term for dry-salter
 .











– origin

 Old English 
sealtere

 (see salt
 , -er
 1
 ).





saltern

 
/ˈsôltərn/





I.
 
noun




a set of pools in which seawater is left to evaporate to make salt.











– origin

 Old English 
sealtærn

 ‘salt building’ (the original use denoting a saltworks).





salt finger





I.
 
noun






[Oceanography]

 one of several alternating columns of rising and descending water produced when a layer of water is overlain by a denser, saltier layer.








II.
 
derivatives





salt fingering






noun





















salt fish






noun




fish, especially cod, that has been preserved in salt.













salt flats






plural noun




areas of flat land covered with a layer of salt.













salt glaze





I.
 
noun






[Pottery]

 a hard glaze with a pitted surface, produced on stoneware by adding salt to the kiln during firing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
salt-glazed






adjective













2.
 
salt glazing






noun





















salt grass

 
saltgrass






noun




grass growing in salt marshes or in alkaline regions, especially 
Distichlis spicata

 (family 
Gramineae

 ).













salt horse






noun






‹nautical slang›

 
‹archaic›

 salted beef.













Saltillo

 
/ˌsälˈtēyō/






a city in northern Mexico, capital of the state of Coahuila, in the Sierra Madre, southwest of Monterrey; pop. 633,677 (2005).









saltimbocca

 
/ˌsältimˈbōkə/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of rolled pieces of veal or poultry cooked with herbs, bacon, and other flavorings.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘leap into the mouth.’





saltine

 
/sôlˈtēn/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thin, crisp, savory cracker sprinkled with salt.











– origin

 from salt
 + -ine
 4
 .





salting

 
/ˈsôltiNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
saltings

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 an area of coastal land that is regularly covered by the tide.














saltire

 
/ˈsalˌtī(ə)r ˈsôlˌtī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Heraldry]

 another term for St. Andrew's Cross
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 (of a design) incorporating a motif based on a saltire cross.








II.
 
derivatives





saltirewise

 
/-ˌwīz /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
saultoir

 ‘stirrup cord, stile, saltire,’ based on Latin 
saltare

 ‘to dance.’





salt lake

 
/sôlt lāk/






noun




a lake of salt water.













Salt Lake City






the capital of Utah, situated in the northern part of the state; pop. 181,698 (est. 2008). Founded in 1847 by Brigham Young, the city is the world headquarters of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons).









salt lick

 
/ˈsôlt ˌlik/






noun



1.
 
a place where animals go to lick salt from the ground.




2.
 
a block of salt provided for animals to lick.













salt marsh

 
/ˈsôlt ˌmärSH/






noun




an area of coastal grassland that is regularly flooded by seawater.













salt meadow






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a meadow that is subject to flooding by seawater; a salt marsh.













salt mine






noun



1.
 
a mine yielding rock salt.




2.
 
(usu. 
salt mines

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 used in reference to a person's job or place of work




•
 
we had a lot of fun, but tomorrow it's back to the salt mines.



















Salton Sea

 
/ˌsôltn ˈsē/






a salt lake in southeastern California, created in the dry 
Salton Sink

 by a 1905 diversion of the Colorado River.









salt pan

 
/ˈsôlt ˌpan/






noun




a shallow container or depression in the ground in which salt water evaporates to leave a deposit of salt.














saltpeter

 
/sôltˈpēdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 saltpetre





I.
 
noun




another term for potassium nitrate
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
salpetre

 , from medieval Latin 
salpetra

 , probably representing 
sal petrae

 ‘salt of rock’ (i.e., found as an encrustation). The change in the first element was due to association with salt
 .





salt shaker






noun




a perforated container for sprinkling salt.













salt spoon

 
/ˈsôlt ˌspo͞on/






noun




a tiny spoon with a roundish deep bowl, used for serving oneself with salt.













saltus

 
/ˈsaltəs, ˈsôl-/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a sudden transition; a breach of continuity.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘leap.’





saltwater

 
/ˈsôltˌwôdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or found in salt water; living in the sea




•
 
saltwater fish.



















saltwater crocodile






noun




a large and dangerous crocodile occurring in estuaries and coastal waters from southwestern India to northern Australia.

[
Crocodylus porosus

 , family 
Crocodylidae

 .]













saltwort

 
/ˈsôltwərt, -ˈwôrt/






noun




a plant of the goosefoot family that typically grows in salt marshes. It is rich in alkali and its ashes were formerly used in soap-making.

[Genus 
Salsola

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]













salty

 
/ˈsôltē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tasting of, containing, or preserved with salt.




2.
 
(of language or humor) down-to-earth; coarse.




3.
 


‹informal›

 tough; aggressive.








II.
 
derivatives





saltiness

 
/ˈsôltēnis /






noun





















salubrious

 
/səˈlo͞obrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
health-giving; healthy




•
 
salubrious weather.










2.
 
(of a place) pleasant; not run-down.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
salubriously






adverb













2.
 
salubriousness

 
/səˈlo͞obrēəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
salubrity

 
/səˈlo͞obrədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
salubris

 (from 
salus

 ‘health’) + -ous
 .





Saluki

 
/səˈlo͞okē /

 
saluki





I.
 
noun




a tall, swift, slender dog of a silky-coated breed with large drooping ears and fringed feet.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Arabic 
salūḳī

 .





salumeria

 
/səˌlo͞oməˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in Italy) a delicatessen




•
 
mortadella occupies pride of place in any salumeria.

















– origin

 Italian, from 
salume

 ‘salted meat.’





salumi

 
/säˈlo͞omē/





I.
 
plural noun




cured meats that are sliced and served as an appetizer in an Italian meal.











– origin

 Italian.






salut

 
/saˈlo͞o, säˈlY/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express friendly feelings toward one's companions before drinking.











– origin

 French.





salutary

 
/ˈsalyəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially with reference to something unwelcome or unpleasant) producing good effects; beneficial




•
 
a salutary reminder of where we came from.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 health-giving




•
 
the salutary Atlantic air.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘remedy’): from French 
salutaire

 or Latin 
salutaris

 , from 
salus

 , 
salut-

 ‘health.’





salutation

 
/ˌsalyəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gesture or utterance made as a greeting or acknowledgment of another's arrival or departure




•
 
we greeted them but no one returned our salutations




•
 
he raised his glass 
in salutation

 .










2.
 
a standard formula of words used in a letter to address the person being written to.








II.
 
derivatives





salutational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
salutatio(n-)

 , from 
salutare

 ‘pay one's respects to’ (see salute
 ).






salutatorian

 
/səˌlo͞odəˈtôrēən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the student who ranks second highest in a graduating class and delivers the salutatory.

Compare with valedictorian
 .













salutatory

 
/səˈlo͞odəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (especially of an address) relating to or of the nature of a salutation.








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an address of welcome, especially one given as an oration by the student ranking second highest in a graduating class at a high school or college.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
salutatorius

 , from 
salutare

 ‘pay one's respects to’ (see salute
 ).






salute

 
/səˈlo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gesture of respect, homage, or polite recognition or acknowledgment, especially one made to or by a person when arriving or departing




•
 
he raises his arms in a triumphant salute.










2.
 
a prescribed or specified movement, typically a raising of a hand to the head, made by a member of a military or similar force as a formal sign of respect or recognition.




3.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — the discharge of a gun or guns as a formal or ceremonial sign of respect or celebration




•
 
a twenty-one-gun salute.










4.
 


[Fencing]

 the formal performance of certain guards or other movements by fencers before engaging.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a formal salute to




•
 
don't you usually salute a superior officer?




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he clicked his heels and saluted.










2.
 
greet




•
 
he saluted her with a smile.










3.
 
show or express admiration and respect for




•
 
we salute a truly great photographer.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 hail (someone) as having a particular high office




•
 
they saluted him king when he entered into Jerusalem.














III.
 
phrases





take the salute






(of a senior officer in the armed forces or other person of importance) acknowledge formally a salute given by a body of troops marching past.












IV.
 
derivatives





saluter

 
/səˈlo͞odər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
salutare

 ‘greet, pay one's respects to,’ from 
salus

 , 
salut-

 ‘health, welfare, greeting’; the noun partly from Old French 
salut

 .






Salvador

 
/ˈsalvəˌdôr, ˌsalvəˈdôr/






a port on the Atlantic coast of eastern Brazil, capital of the state of Bahia; pop. 2,892,625 (2007).

Former name Bahia
 .









Salvadorean

 
/ˌsalvəˈdôrēən /

 
Salvadorian





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to El Salvador.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of El Salvador.














salvage

 
/ˈsalvij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rescue (a wrecked or disabled ship or its cargo) from loss at sea




•
 
an emerald and gold cross was salvaged from the wreck.










2.
 
retrieve or preserve (something) from potential loss or adverse circumstances




•
 
it was the only crumb of comfort he could 
salvage from

 the ordeal.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the rescue of a wrecked or disabled ship or its cargo from loss at sea


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a salvage operation was under way.










2.
 
the cargo saved from a wrecked or sunken ship




•
 
salvage taken from a ship that had sunk in the river.










3.
 
the rescue of property or material from potential loss or destruction.




4.
 


[Law]

 payment made or due to a person who has saved a ship or its cargo.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
salvageable






adjective













2.
 
salvager






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun denoting payment for saving a ship or its cargo): from French, from medieval Latin 
salvagium

 , from Latin 
salvare

 ‘to save.’ The verb dates from the late 19th cent.





salvage therapy






noun




a therapeutic regimen, normally based on drugs, that is resorted to when preferred therapies have failed.




•
 
forty-eight percent of seriously ill patients survived one month after completing salvage therapy with trimetrexate and leucovorin.



















salvage yard






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where disused vehicles or other machinery is broken up and the parts saved and processed for resale.













Salvarsan

 
/ˈsalvərˌsan/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹historical›

 another term for arsphenamine
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from Latin 
salvare

 ‘save’ + German 
Arsenik

 ‘arsenic’ + -an
 .





salvation

 
/salˈvāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Theology]

 deliverance from sin and its consequences, believed by Christians to be brought about by faith in Christ.




2.
 


[Theology]

 preservation or deliverance from harm, ruin, or loss




•
 
they try to sell it to us as economic salvation.










3.
 
(
one's salvation

 )
 — 

[Theology]

 a source or means of being saved from harm, ruin, or loss




•
 
his only salvation was to outfly the enemy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
salvacion

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
salvation-

 (from 
salvare

 ‘to save’), translating Greek 
sōtēria

 .





Salvation Army

 
/salˈˌvāSHən ˈärmē /

 
SA






a worldwide Christian evangelical organization on quasi-military lines. Established by William Booth, it is noted for its work with the poor and for its brass bands.









salvationist

 
/salˈvāSHənist/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Salvation Army.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to salvation.




2.
 
(
Salvationist

 )
 — of or relating to the Salvation Army.








III.
 
derivatives





salvationism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun






















salve1


 
/sav/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ointment used to promote healing of the skin or as protection.




2.
 
something that is soothing or consoling for wounded feelings or an uneasy conscience




•
 
the idea provided him with a 
salve for

 his guilt.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
soothe (wounded pride or one's conscience)




•
 
charity salves our conscience.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 apply salve to.











– origin

 Old English 
sealfe

 (noun), 
sealfian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zalf

 and German 
Salbe

 .





salve2


 
/salv/





I.
 
verb




archaic term for salvage
 .








II.
 
derivatives





salvable

 
/ˈsalvəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: back-formation from the noun salvage
 .





salver

 
/ˈsalvər/





I.
 
noun




a tray, typically one made of silver and used in formal circumstances.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
salve

 ‘tray for presenting food to the king,’ from Spanish 
salva

 ‘sampling of food,’ from 
salvar

 ‘make safe.’





Salve Regina

 
/ˌsalvā rəˈjēnə/





I.
 
noun




a Roman Catholic hymn or prayer said or sung after compline, and after the Divine Office from Trinity Sunday to Advent.











– origin

 the opening words in Latin, ‘hail (holy) queen.’





salvia

 
/ˈsalvēə/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed plant of the mint family, especially (in gardening) a bedding plant cultivated for its spikes of bright flowers.

[Genus 
Salvia

 , family 
Labiatae

 : many species, in particular the scarlet-flowered 
S. splendens

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
salvia

 ‘sage.’





salvific

 
/salˈvifik/





I.
 
adjective






[Theology]

 leading to salvation.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
salvificus

 ‘saving,’ from 
salvus

 ‘safe.’





salvo

 
/ˈsalˌvō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simultaneous discharge of artillery or other guns in a battle.




2.
 
a number of weapons released from one or more aircraft in quick succession.




3.
 
a sudden, vigorous, or aggressive act or series of acts




•
 
the pardons provoked 
a salvo of

 accusations.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier as 
salve

 ): from French 
salve

 , Italian 
salva

 ‘salutation.’





sal volatile

 
/ˌsal vəˈladəlē/





I.
 
noun




a scented solution of ammonium carbonate in alcohol, used as smelling salts.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘volatile salt.’





salvor

 
/ˈsalvər/






noun




a person engaged in salvage of a ship or items lost at sea.













salwar

 
/ˌsəlˈwär /

 
shalwar





I.
 
noun




a pair of light, loose, pleated trousers tapering to a tight fit around the ankles, worn by women from South Asia, typically with a kameez.











– origin

 from Persian and Urdu 
šalwār

 .





Salween

 
/ˈsalˌwēn/






a river in Southeast Asia that rises in Tibet and flows for 1,500 miles (2,400 km) southeast and south through Burma (Myanmar) to the Gulf of Martaban, an inlet of the Andaman Sea.









Salyut

 
/ˈsalyo͞ot/





I.
 
a series of seven Soviet manned orbiting space stations, launched between 1971 and 1982.







– origin

 Russian, used as a greeting; compare with French salut
 .





Salzburg

 
/ˈsôlzˌbərɡ ˈsälzˌbərɡ ˈsôltsˌbərɡ ˈsältsˌbərɡ/






a city in western Austria, near the border with Germany, the capital of a state of the same name; pop 146,972 (2006) . It is noted for its annual music festivals.









Salzgitter

 
/ˈzältsˌɡidər/






an industrial city in Germany, in Lower Saxony, southeast of Hanover; pop. 106,700 (est. 2006).









SAM

 
/sam/






abbreviation




surface-to-air missile.













Sam.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Samuel.













samadhi

 
/səˈmädē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 a state of intense concentration achieved through meditation. In Hindu yoga this is regarded as the final stage, at which union with the divine is reached (before or at death).




2.
 


[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 
(Indian)

 a funerary monument.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
samādhi

 ‘contemplation.’





saman

 
/səˈmän /

 
samaan
 , saman tree





I.
 
noun




West Indian term for rain tree
 .











– origin

 Latin American Spanish.





Samar

 
/ˈsämär/






an island in the Philippines, southeast of Luzon. It is the third largest island in the group.









samara

 
/ˈsamərə səˈmerə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a winged nut or achene containing one seed, as in ash and maple.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin, denoting an elm seed.






Samara

 
/səˈmärə/






a city and river port in southwestern central Russia, situated on the Volga River at its confluence with the Samara River; pop. 1,135,400 (est. 2008).

Former name (1935–91) Kuibyshev
 .









Samaria

 
/səˈmerēə/





I.
 
an ancient city in central Palestine, founded in the 9th century 
BC

 as the capital of the northern Hebrew kingdom of Israel. The ancient site is situated in the modern West Bank, northwest of Nablus.




II.
 
the region of ancient Palestine around Samaria, between Galilee in the north and Judaea in the south.









Samarinda

 
/ˌsaməˈrində/






a city in Indonesia, in eastern Borneo; pop. 505,700 (est. 2005).









Samaritan

 
/səˈmerətn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
Good Samaritan

 )
 — a charitable or helpful person (with reference to Luke 10:33).




2.
 
a member of a people inhabiting Samaria in biblical times, or of the modern community in the region of Nablus claiming descent from them, adhering to a form of Judaism accepting only its own ancient version of the Pentateuch as Scripture.




3.
 
the dialect of Aramaic formerly spoken in Samaria.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Samaria or the Samaritans.








III.
 
derivatives





Samaritanism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from late Latin 
Samaritanus

 , from Greek 
Samareitēs

 , from 
Samareia

 ‘Samaria.’ The New Testament parable of the Good Samaritan reflects a proverbial hostility between Jews and Samaritans.





samarium

 
/səˈmerēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Sm

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 62, a hard silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
samar(skite)

 , a mineral in which its spectrum was first observed (named after 
Samarsky

 , a 19th-cent. Russian official) + -ium
 .





Samarkand

 
/ˈsamərˌkand, səmərˈkänt /

 
Samarqand






a city in eastern Uzbekistan; pop. 312,900 (est. 2007). One of the oldest cities in Asia, it was founded in the 3rd or 4th millennium 
BC

 . It was a prosperous center on the Silk Road and, in the 14th century, became the capital of Tamerlane's Mongol empire.









Sama Veda

 
/ˈsämə ˈvādə, ˈvēdə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
one of the four Vedas, a collection of liturgical chants chanted aloud at the sacrifice. Its material is drawn largely from the Rig Veda.

See Veda
 .







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
sāmaveda

 , from 
sāman

 ‘chant’ and 
veda

 ‘(sacred) knowledge.’





samba

 
/ˈsambə ˈsämbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Brazilian dance of African origin.




2.
 
a piece of music for the samba.




3.
 
a lively modern ballroom dance imitating the samba.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the samba.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Portuguese, of African origin.





sambal

 
/ˈsämbäl/





I.
 
noun




(in Indian and Southeast Asian cooking) hot relish made with vegetables or fruit and spices.











– origin

 Malay.





sambar1


 
/ˈsämbər, ˈsambər/





I.
 
noun




a dark brown woodland deer with branched antlers, of southern Asia.

[
Cervus unicolor

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Hindi 
sābar

 , from Sanskrit 
śambara

 .





sambar2


 
/ˈsämbər, ˈsambər /

 
sambhar





I.
 
noun




a spicy southern Indian dish consisting of lentils and vegetables.











– origin

 from Tamil 
cāmpār

 , via Marathi from Sanskrit 
sambhāra

 ‘collection, materials.’





Sambo

 
/ˈsambō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹offensive›

 a black person.




2.
 
(
sambo

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a person of mixed race, especially of black and Indian or black and European blood.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
sense

 1 perhaps from Fula 
sambo

 ‘uncle’; 
sense

 2 from American Spanish 
zambo

 , denoting a kind of yellow monkey.





Sam Browne belt

 
/ˌsam ˈbroun ˌbelt/





I.
 
noun




a leather belt with a supporting strap that passes over the right shoulder, worn by army and police officers.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Sir 
Sam

 uel J. 
Browne

 (1824–1901), the British military commander who invented it.





sambuca

 
/samˈbo͞okə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian aniseed-flavored liqueur.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
sambucus

 ‘elder tree.’






same

 
/sām/





I.
 
adjective

 — (
the same

 )


1.
 
identical; not different




•
 
she was saying the same thing over and over




•
 
I have never made the same mistake since




•
 
I'm 
the same

 age 
as

 you are




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he put on the same costume that he had worn in Ottawa.










2.
 
not having changed; unchanged




•
 
he's worked at the same place for quite a few years.










3.
 
used to emphasize that one is referring to a particular, unique person or thing




•
 
people will always notice if you wear the same shirt two days running




•
 
they drank out of the same glass.










4.
 
(
this/that same

 )
 — referring to a person or thing just mentioned




•
 
that same year I went to Boston.










5.
 
of an identical type; exactly similar




•
 
they all wore the same clothes.














II.
 
pronoun



1.
 
(
the same

 )
 — the same thing as something previously mentioned




•
 
I'll resign and encourage everyone else to do the same.










2.
 
people or things that are identical or share the same characteristics




•
 
there are several brands and they're not all the same.










3.
 
(chiefly in formal or legal use) the person or thing just mentioned




•
 
sighted sub, sank same.














III.
 
adverb




similarly; in the same way




•
 
treating women 
the same as

 men




•
 
he gave me five dollars, 
same as

 usual.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
all (or just) the same





a.
 
in spite of this; nevertheless




•
 
she knew they had meant it kindly, but it had hurt all the same.










b.
 
in any case; anyway




•
 
I can manage alone, thanks all the same.















2.
 
at the same time






see time
 .









3.
 
be all the same to






be unimportant to (someone) what happens




•
 
it was all the same to me where it was being sold.















4.
 
by the same token






see token
 .









5.
 
one and the same






the same person or thing (used for emphasis)




•
 
the guy in the glasses and Superman were one and the same.















6.
 
same difference








‹informal›

 used to express the speaker's belief that two or more things are essentially the same, in spite of apparent differences.









7.
 
same here








‹informal›

 the same applies to me.









8.
 
(the) same to you!






may you do or have the same thing (a response to a greeting or insult).









9.
 
the very same






the same (used for emphasis, often to express surprise)




•
 
the very same thrillers that flop in theaters become video hits.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
sami

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
sama

 , Greek 
homos

 .





Same

 
/ˈsāmē/






plural noun




variant spelling of Sami
 .













sameness

 
/ˈsāmnəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of variety; uniformity or monotony




•
 
there is a sameness about all the political parties.




•
 
the saccharine sameness of each number.










2.
 
the quality of being the same; identity or similarity




•
 
sameness of meaning across different languages.



















same-sex

 
//






adjective




relating to or involving people of the same sex




•
 
same-sex friendships.



















same-sex marriage






noun




marriage between partners of the same sex (as recognized in some jurisdictions).













same-store sales

 
/ˌsāmstôr ˈsālz/






noun






[Finance]

 a figure used to determine what amount of sales growth is attributable to new store openings, based on sales made by stores that have been open more than one year.













Samhain

 
/ˈsouən/





I.
 
noun




the first day of November, celebrated by the ancient Celts as a festival marking the beginning of winter.











– origin

 Irish, from Old Irish 
samain

 .





Sam Hill

 
/ˌsam ˈhil/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used in exclamations as a euphemism for “hell”




•
 
what in Sam Hill is that smell?

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






Sami

 
/ˈsämē /

 
Saami
 , Same
 , Saame





I.
 
plural noun




the Lapps of northern Scandinavia.











– origin

 Lappish, of unknown origin. / 
usage:

 See usage at Lapp
 .





samisen

 
/ˈsaməˌsen /

 
shamisen





I.
 
noun




a traditional Japanese three-stringed lute with a square body, played with a large plectrum.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Japanese, from Chinese 
san-hsien

 , from 
san

 ‘three’ + 
hsien

 ‘string.’





samite

 
/ˈsamīt ˈsāˌmīt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a rich silk fabric interwoven with gold and silver threads, used for dressmaking and decoration in the Middle Ages.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
samit

 , via medieval Latin from medieval Greek 
hexamiton

 , from Greek 
hexa-

 ‘six’ + 
mitos

 ‘thread.’





samizdat

 
/ˈsämēzdat/





I.
 
noun




the clandestine copying and distribution of literature banned by the state, especially formerly in the communist countries of eastern Europe.











– origin

 1960s: Russian, literally ‘self-publishing house.’





sammich

 
/ˈsamiCH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a sandwich




•
 
jonesing for a pastrami sammich.

















– origin

 1940s: representing a pronunciation of sandwich
 .





Samnite

 
/ˈsamnīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of an Oscan-speaking people of southern Italy in ancient times, who spent long periods at war with republican Rome in the 4th to 1st centuries 
BC

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Samnites.











– origin

 from Latin 
Samnites

 (plural); related to 
Sabinus

 (see Sabine
 ).






Samoa

 
/səˈmōə/





I.
 
a group of islands in Polynesia, divided between American Samoa and the nation of Samoa.




II.
 
a country consisting of the western islands of Samoa; pop. 220,000 (est. 2009); capital, Apia; languages, Samoan and English (both official).





Visited by the Dutch in the early 18th century, the islands were divided administratively in 1899 into American Samoa in the east and German Samoa in the west. After World War I, the nine western islands were mandated to New Zealand and became an independent republic known as Western Samoa within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1962. The country became known as Samoa in 1997.





Samoan

 
/səˈmōən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Samoa, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Samoa.




2.
 
the Polynesian language of Samoa, spoken in Samoa, New Zealand, the US, and elsewhere.













Samos

 
/ˈsāmäs, ˈsam-, ˈsämôs/






a Greek island in the Aegean Sea, close to the coast of western Turkey.









samosa

 
/səˈmōsə/





I.
 
noun




a triangular savory pastry fried in ghee or oil, containing spiced vegetables or meat.











– origin

 Hindi, from Persian and Urdu.





samovar

 
/ˈsaməˌvär/





I.
 
noun




a highly decorated tea urn used in Russia.











– origin

 Russian, literally ‘self-boiler.’





Samoyed

 
/ˈsaməyed səˈmoiˌid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of mainly nomadic peoples of northern Siberia, who traditionally live as reindeer herders.




2.
 
any of several Samoyedic (Uralic) languages of the Samoyeds.




3.
 
another term for Samoyedic
 .




4.
 
a dog of a white Arctic breed.











– origin

 from Russian 
samoed

 ‘self-eater,’ a folk etymology from a Lapp (Sami) phrase meaning ‘land of the Sami.’






Samoyedic

 
/ˌsaməˈyedik/





I.
 
noun




a group of Uralic languages of northern Siberia, of which the most widely spoken is Nenets.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Samoyeds or their languages.













samp

 
/samp/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
(S. African)

 coarsely ground corn, or porridge made from this.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Narragansett 
nasamp

 .





sampan

 
/ˈsamˌpan/





I.
 
noun




a small boat of a kind used in East Asia, typically with an oar or oars at the stern.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Chinese 
san-ban

 , from 
san

 ‘three’ + 
ban

 ‘board.’






samphire

 
/ˈsamˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
rock samphire

 )
 — a European plant of the parsley family that grows on rocks and cliffs by the sea. Its aromatic, fleshy leaves were formerly much used in pickles.

[
Crithmum maritimum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
marsh samphire

 )
 — another term for glasswort
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (earlier as 
sampiere

 ): from French 
(herbe de) Saint Pierre

 ‘St. Peter(’s herb).’






sample

 
/ˈsampəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small part or quantity intended to show what the whole is like




•
 
investigations involved analyzing samples of handwriting.










2.
 
a specimen taken for scientific testing or analysis




•
 
a urine sample.










3.
 


[Statistics]

 a portion drawn from a population, the study of which is intended to lead to statistical estimates of the attributes of the whole population.




4.
 
a small amount of a food or other commodity, especially one given to a prospective customer.




5.
 
a sound created by sampling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a sample or samples of (something) for analysis




•
 
bone marrow cells were sampled




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
sampled

 )
 
a survey of two hundred randomly sampled households.










2.
 
try the qualities of (food or drink) by tasting it.




3.
 
get a representative experience of




•
 
sample the pleasures of Saint Maarten.










4.
 


[Electronics]

 ascertain the momentary value of (an analog signal) many times a second so as to convert the signal to digital form.




5.
 
record or extract a small piece of music or sound digitally for reuse as part of a composition or song.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
essample

 ‘example.’ Current senses of the verb date from the mid 18th cent.





sample point






noun






[Statistics]

 a single possible observed value of a variable.













sampler

 
/ˈsamp(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of embroidery worked in various stitches as a specimen of skill, typically containing the alphabet and some mottoes.




2.
 
a representative collection or example of something




•
 
a few superb samplers of West Indian dishes.










3.
 
a person or device that takes and analyzes samples.




4.
 
an electronic device for sampling music and sound.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting an example to be imitated): from Old French 
essamplaire

 ‘exemplar.’





sample space






noun






[Statistics]

 the range of values of a random variable.













sampling

 
/ˈsamp(ə)liNG/






noun



1.
 
the taking of a sample or samples




•
 
routine river sampling is carried out according to a schedule.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 a sample.




3.
 
the technique of digitally encoding music or sound and reusing it as part of a composition or recording.













sampling error






noun






[Statistics]

 error in a statistical analysis arising from the unrepresentativeness of the sample taken.













sampling frame






noun






[Statistics]

 a list of the items or people forming a population from which a sample is taken.













Sampras, Pete

 
/ˈsamprəs/






(1971–), US tennis player; full name 
Petros Sampras

 . During 1990–2002, he won the men's singles title at two Australian Open, five US Open, and a record seven Wimbledon tournaments.









samsara

 
/səmˈsärə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 the cycle of death and rebirth to which life in the material world is bound.








II.
 
derivatives





samsaric

 
/-ˈsärik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
saṃsāra

 .





samskara

 
/samˈskärə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 a purificatory ceremony or rite marking a major event in one's life.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
saṃskāra

 ‘a making perfect, preparation.’






Samson

 
/ˈsamsən/






an Israelite leader (probably 11th century 
BC

 ) famous for his strength (Judges 13–16). He fell in love with Delilah and confided to her that his strength lay in his uncut hair. She betrayed him to the Philistines, who cut off his hair and blinded him, but his hair grew again, and he pulled down the pillars of a house, destroying himself and a large gathering of Philistines.









Samson post





I.
 
noun




a strong pillar fixed to a ship's deck to act as a support for a tackle or other equipment.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a kind of mousetrap): probably with biblical allusion to Samson
 .





Samuel

 
/ˈsamyə(wə)l/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew prophet who rallied the Israelites after their defeat by the Philistines and became their ruler.




II.
 
either of two books of the Bible covering the history of ancient Israel from Samuel's birth to the end of the reign of David.









Samuelson, Paul Anthony

 
/ˈsamyo͞o(ə)lsən, -yəl-/






(1915–2009), US economist. A professor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology from 1947, he held many international advisory positions, including that of consultant to the Federal Reserve Board. He wrote the best-selling textbook 
Economics: An Introductory Analysis

 (1948). Nobel Prize in Economics (1970).









samurai

 
/ˈsaməˌrī/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a powerful military caste in feudal Japan, especially a member of the class of military retainers of the daimyos.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
samurai warriors.




•
 
a samurai sword.

















– origin

 Japanese.






San

 
/sän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the aboriginal peoples of southern Africa commonly called Bushmen.

See Bushman
 .




2.
 
the group of Khoisan languages spoken by the San.




3.
 
any of the San languages.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the San or their languages.











– origin

 from Nama 
sān

 ‘aboriginals, settlers.’





Sana'a

 
/säˈnä /

 
Sanaa






the capital of Yemen; pop. 1,707,500 (est. 2004).









San Andreas fault

 
/ˌsan anˌdrāəs ˈfôlt/






a fault line that extends for about 600 miles (965 km) through the length of coastal California. Seismic activity is common along its course, caused by friction between two crustal plates sliding past each other along the line of the fault.









San Angelo

 
/ˌsan ˈanjəlō/






a commercial and industrial city in west central Texas; pop. 91,880 (est. 2008).









San Antonio

 
/ˌsan anˈtōnēō/






an industrial city in south central Texas; pop. 1,351,305 (est. 2008). It is the site of the Alamo mission.









sanative

 
/ˈsanədiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 conducive to physical or spiritual health and well-being; healing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sanatif

 or late Latin 
sanativus

 , from Latin 
sanare

 ‘to cure.’





sanatorium

 
/ˌsanəˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for sanitarium
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, based on Latin 
sanare

 ‘heal.’





San Bernardino

 
/ˌsan ˌbərnə(r)ˈdēnō/






an industrial and commercial city in southern California, east of Los Angeles, south of the San Bernardino Mountains; pop. 198,580 (est. 2008).









San Bruno

 
/ˌsan ˈbro͞onō/






a city in north central California, on San Francisco Bay, south of San Francisco; pop. 40,315 (est. 2008).









Sancerre

 
/säNˈser/






noun




a light wine, typically white, produced in the part of France around Sancerre.













Sanchi

 
/ˈsän(t)SHē/






a village in Madhya Pradesh in India that is the location of several well-preserved ancient Buddhist stupas.









Sancho Panza

 
/ˌsän(t)SHō ˈpänzə/






the squire of Don Quixote. He is an uneducated peasant but has a store of proverbial wisdom and is thus a foil to his master.









San Clemente

 
/ˌsan kləˈmen(t)ē/






a city in southwestern California, on the Pacific Ocean, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 65,050 (2006).









sancoche

 
/sanˈkôSH /

 
sancocho





I.
 
noun




(in South America and the Caribbean) a thick soup consisting of meat and root vegetables.











– origin

 from Latin American Spanish 
sancocho

 ‘a stew.’





sanctify

 
/ˈsaNG(k)təˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set apart as or declare holy; consecrate




•
 
a small shrine was built to sanctify the site.










2.
 
make legitimate or binding by religious sanction




•
 
they see their love sanctified by the sacrament of marriage.










3.
 
free from sin; purify.




4.
 
cause to be or seem morally right or acceptable




•
 
ancient customs that are sanctified by tradition.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sanctification

 
/ˌsaNG(k)təfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
sanctifier

 
/ˈsaNG(k)təˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
saintifier

 (influenced later by 
sanctifier

 ), from ecclesiastical Latin 
sanctificare

 , from Latin 
sanctus

 ‘holy.’





sanctimonious

 
/ˌsaNG(k)təˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹derogatory›

 making a show of being morally superior to other people




•
 
what happened to all the sanctimonious talk about putting his family first?














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sanctimoniously

 
/ˌsaNG(k)təˈmōnēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
sanctimoniousness

 
/ˌsaNG(k)təˈmōnēəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
sanctimony

 
/ˈsaNG(k)təˌmōnē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘holy in character’): from Latin 
sanctimonia

 ‘sanctity’ (from 
sanctus

 ‘holy’) + -ous
 .





sanction

 
/ˈsaNG(k)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a threatened penalty for disobeying a law or rule




•
 
a range of sanctions aimed at deterring insider abuse.










2.
 
(
sanctions

 )
 — measures taken by a nation to coerce another to conform to an international agreement or norms of conduct, typically in the form of restrictions on trade or on participation in official sporting events.




3.
 


[Ethics]

 a consideration operating to enforce obedience to any rule of conduct.




4.
 
official permission or approval for an action




•
 
he appealed to the bishop for his sanction.










5.
 
official confirmation or ratification of a law.




6.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 a law or decree, especially an ecclesiastical decree.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give official permission or approval for (an action)




•
 
only two treatments have been sanctioned by the Food and Drug Administration.










2.
 
impose a sanction or penalty on.








III.
 
derivatives





sanctionable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting an ecclesiastical decree): from French, from Latin 
sanctio(n-)

 , from 
sancire

 ‘ratify.’ The verb dates from the late 18th cent. / 
usage:

 
Sanction

 is confusing because it has two meanings that are almost opposite. In most domestic contexts, 
sanction

 means ‘approval, permission’: voters gave the measure their sanction. In foreign affairs, 
sanction

 means ‘penalty, deterrent’: international sanctions against the republic go into effect in January.





sanctitude

 
/ˈsaNG(k)təˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the state or quality of being holy, sacred, or saintly.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sanctitudo

 , from 
sanctus

 ‘holy.’





sanctity

 
/ˈsaNG(k)tədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being holy, sacred, or saintly




•
 
the site of the tomb was a place of sanctity for the ancient Egyptians.










2.
 
ultimate importance and inviolability




•
 
the sanctity of human life.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘saintliness’): from Old French 
sainctite

 , reinforced by Latin 
sanctitas

 , from 
sanctus

 ‘holy.’





sanctuary

 
/ˈsaNGk(t)SHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place of refuge or safety




•
 
people automatically sought a sanctuary in time of trouble




•
 
his sons 
took sanctuary

 in the church.










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a nature reserve




•
 
a bird sanctuary.










3.
 
a holy place; a temple or church.




4.
 
the inmost recess or holiest part of a temple or church.




5.
 
the part of the chancel of a church containing the high altar.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3): from Old French 
sanctuaire

 , from Latin 
sanctuarium

 , from 
sanctus

 ‘holy.’ The early sense ‘a church or other sacred place where a fugitive was immune, by the law of the medieval church, from arrest’ gave rise to 
sense

 1 and 
sense

 2.





sanctuary lamp






noun




a candle or small light left lit in the sanctuary of a church, especially (in Catholic churches) a red lamp indicating the presence of the reserved Sacrament.














sanctum

 
/ˈsaNG(k)təm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sacred place, especially a shrine within a temple or church.




2.
 
a private place from which most people are excluded.

See inner sanctum
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
sanctus

 ‘holy,’ from 
sancire

 ‘consecrate.’





sanctum sanctorum

 
/ˌsaNG(k)təm ˌsaNG(k)ˈtôrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the holy of holies in the Jewish temple.




2.
 
a very private or secret place.











– origin

 late Middle English: Latin 
sanctum

 (see sanctum
 ) + 
sanctorum

 ‘of holy places,’ translating Hebrew 
qōḏeš haqqŏḏāšīm

 ‘holy of holies.’





Sanctus

 
/ˈsaNG(k)təs/





I.
 
noun






[Christian Church]

 a hymn beginning 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus

 (Holy, holy, holy) forming a set part of the Mass.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘holy.’





sanctus bell






noun




another term for sacring bell
 .














sand

 
/sand/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose granular substance, typically pale yellowish brown, resulting from the erosion of siliceous and other rocks and forming a major constituent of beaches, riverbeds, the seabed, and deserts.




2.
 
(
sands

 )
 — an expanse of sand, typically along a shore


[in 
place names

 ]


•
 
White Sands.










3.
 
a stratum of sandstone or compacted sand.




4.
 


‹technical›

 sediment whose particles are larger than silt (typically greater than 0.06 mm).




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 firmness of purpose




•
 
no one has the sand to stand against him.










6.
 
a light yellow-brown color like that of sand.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smooth or polish with sandpaper or a mechanical sander




•
 
sand the rusty areas until you expose bare metal




•
 (as 
noun

 
sanding

 )
 
some recommend a light sanding between the second and third coats.










2.
 
sprinkle or overlay with sand, to give better purchase on a surface.








III.
 
phrases





the sands of time






the allotted time.

[with reference to the sand of an hourglass.]












IV.
 
derivatives





sandlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zand

 and German 
Sand

 .





Sand, George

 
/sand, säN(d)/






(1804–76), French novelist; pseudonym of 
Amandine-Aurore Lucille Dupin, Baronne Dudevant

 . Her earlier novels, including 
Lélia

 (1833), portray women's struggles against conventional morals; she later wrote a number of pastoral novels, such as 
La Mare au diable

 (1846). Sand had a ten-year affair with Chopin.









sandal1


 
/ˈsandl/





I.
 
noun




a light shoe with either an openwork upper or straps attaching the sole to the foot.








II.
 
derivatives





sandaled

 
/ˈsandld /

 


‹Brit.›

 sandalled






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
sandalion

 , diminutive of 
sandalon

 ‘wooden shoe,’ probably of Asiatic origin; compare with Persian 
sandal

 .





sandal2


 
/ˈsandl/






noun




short for sandalwood
 .














sandalwood

 
/ˈsandlˌwo͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely cultivated Indian tree that yields fragrant timber and oil.

[
Santalum album

 , family 
Santalaceae

 .]




2.
 
a perfume or incense derived from sandalwood.




3.
 
used in names of other trees that yield timber similar to sandalwood, e.g., 
red sandalwood

 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: 
sandal

 from medieval Latin 
sandalum

 (based on Sanskrit 
candana

 ) + wood
 .






Sandalwood Island






another name for Sumba
 .









sandarac

 
/ˈsandəˌrak /

 
gum sandarac





I.
 
noun




a gum resin obtained from the alerce (cypress) of Spain and North Africa, used in making varnish.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting realgar): from Latin 
sandaraca

 , from Greek 
sandarakē

 , of Asiatic origin. The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





Sandawe

 
/sänˈdäwā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Sandawes)
 — a member of an indigenous people of Tanzania.




2.
 
the Khoisan language of the Sandawe.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sandawe or their language.













sandbag

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌbaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a bag filled with sand, typically used for defensive purposes or for protection from flooding.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
sandbagged

 )
 — barricade using sandbags




•
 
boarded-up shopfronts and sandbagged doorways.










2.
 
hit or fell with or as if with a blow from a sandbag.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 coerce; bully.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — deliberately underperform in a race or competition to gain an unfair advantage.








III.
 
derivatives





sandbagger






noun





















sandbank

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌbaNGk/






noun




a deposit of sand forming a shallow area in the sea or a river.













sandbar

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌbär/






noun




a long, narrow sandbank, especially at the mouth of a river.













sand bath

 
/sand baTH/






noun




a container of heated sand, used in a laboratory to supply uniform heating.













sandblast

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌblast/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
roughen or clean (a surface) with a jet of sand driven by compressed air or steam.








II.
 
noun




a jet of sand used in sandblasting.








III.
 
derivatives





sandblaster

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌblastər /






noun





















sandbox

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌbäks/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shallow box or hollow in the ground partly filled with sand for children to play in.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a perforated container for sprinkling sand onto wet ink in order to dry it.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a virtual space in which new or untested software can be run securely.




4.
 
(also 
sandbox tree

 )
 — a tropical American tree whose seed cases were formerly used to hold sand for blotting ink.

[
Hura crepitans

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]













Sandburg, Carl

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌbərɡ/






(1878–1967), US poet and biographer. His poetry is collected in 
Chicago Poems

 (1915), 
Smoke and Steel

 (1920), 
Complete Poems

 (1950), and 
Honey and Salt

 (1963). He is also noted for his biography of Abraham Lincoln, written in six volumes (
Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years

 , two volumes, and 
Abraham Lincoln: The War Years

 , four volumes) between 1926 and 1939.









sand castle

 
/sand ˈkasəl /

 
sandcastle






noun




a model of a castle built out of sand, typically by children.













sand cat






noun




a small wild cat with a plain yellow to grayish coat, a dark-ringed tail, and large eyes, of the deserts of North Africa and southwestern Asia.

[
Felis margarita

 , family 
Felidae

 .]













sand cherry






noun



1.
 
a dwarf North American wild cherry.

[Genus 
Prunus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. depressa

 and 
P. pumila

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the sand cherry tree.













sand crab






noun




a crab that lives on or burrows in sand, especially one related to fiddler and ghost crabs.

[Genus 
Uca

 , family 
Ocypodidae

 .]













sand crack

 
/sand krak/






noun




a vertical fissure in the wall of a horse's hoof, originating at the top of the hoof.














sand dab






noun



1.
 
a small flatfish that is found in the Pacific coastal waters of America.

[Genus 
Citharichthys

 , family 
Bothidae

 : several species.]




2.
 
the sand dab fish as food.




3.
 
another term for windowpane
 (
sense

 2).














sand dollar

 
/sand ˈdälər/






noun




a flattened sea urchin that lives partly buried in sand, feeding on detritus.

[Order 
Clypeasteroida

 , class 
Echinoidea

 : several genera and species, including the 
common sand dollar

 (
Echinarachnius parma

 ) found mostly along the coasts of North America and Japan.]














sand eel

 
/sand ēl/






noun




a small elongated marine fish that lives in shallow waters of the northern hemisphere, often found burrowing in the sand.

[Family 
Ammodytidae

 : several genera and species, including the European 
Ammodytes tobianus

 .]













sander

 
/ˈsandər/






noun




a power tool used for smoothing a surface with sandpaper or other abrasive material.













sanderling

 
/ˈsandərliNG/





I.
 
noun




a small migratory sandpiper of northern Eurasia and Canada, typically seen running after receding waves on the beach.

[
Calidris alba

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






sanders

 
/ˈsandərz /

 
sanderswood





I.
 
noun




the timber of the red sandalwood, from which a red dye is obtained.

[This timber is obtained from 
Pterocarpus santalinus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sandre

 , variant of 
sandle

 ‘sandalwood.’





Sanders, Barry

 
/ˈsandərz/






(1968–), US football player. A running back for the Detroit Lions 1989–98, he was named NFL rookie of the year 1989 and player of the year 1997.









Sanders, Deion






(1967–), US athlete who played both football and baseball professionally. During his football career (1989–2005), he played for the Atlanta Falcons, San Francisco 49ers, Dallas Cowboys, Washington Redskins, and Baltimore Ravens. From 1989 until 2001, he also played baseball with the New York Yankees, Atlanta Braves, Cincinnati Reds, and San Francisco Giants.









Sanders, Harland David






(1890–1980), US entrepreneur; full name 
Colonel Harland David Sanders

 . He founded Kentucky Fried Chicken (now called KFC), perfecting his secret chicken recipe in 1939 and selling the first franchise in 1952.









Sanders, Lawrence






(1920–98), US writer. He wrote mostly mysteries and thriller novels such as 
The Dream Lover

 (1978), 
The Seventh Commandment

 (1991), and 
Guilty Pleasures

 (1998).









sand filter






noun




a filter used in water purification and consisting of layers of sand arranged with coarseness of texture increasing downward.













sandfish

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a small marine fish with fringed lips that burrows in the sand, in particular

[● an elongated Australian fish (
Crapatulus arenarius

 , family 
Leptoscopidae

 ). ● a North Pacific fish (
Trichodon trichodon

 , family 
Trichodontidae

 ).]




2.
 
(
belted sandfish

 )
 — a small sea bass that lives only in shallow inshore waters around Florida.

[
Serranus subligarius

 , family 
Serranidae

 .]














sand flea

 
/ˈsan(d) ˌflē/






noun



1.
 
another term for beach flea
 .




2.
 
another term for chigoe
 .













sandfly

 
/ˈsan(d)flī/






noun



1.
 
a small, hairy, biting fly of tropical and subtropical regions that transmits a number of diseases, including leishmaniasis.

[Subfamily 
Phlebotominae

 , family 
Psychodidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Phlebotomus

 .]




2.
 


(Austral.)

 another term for black fly
 (
sense

 2).













sand fox






noun




a small fox with long ears and a thick coat, living in desert and steppe areas from Morocco to Afghanistan.

[
Vulpes rueppellii

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













sandglass

 
/ˈsan(d)ɡlas/






noun




an hourglass measuring a fixed amount of time (not necessarily one hour).













sandgrouse

 
/ˈsan(d)ɡrous/






noun




a seed-eating ground-dwelling bird with brownish plumage, allied to the pigeons and found in the deserts and arid regions of the Old World.

[Family 
Pteroclididae

 , genera 
Pterocles

 and 
Syrrhaptes

 : several species.]













sandhi

 
/ˈsandē, ˈsän-/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 the process whereby the form of a word changes as a result of its position in an utterance (e.g., the change from 
a

 to 
an

 before a vowel).











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
saṃdhi

 ‘putting together.’





sandhill crane

 
/ˈsandˌhil ˌkrān/






noun




a chiefly migratory North American crane with grayish plumage and a red crown.

[
Grus canadensis

 , family 
Gruidae

 .]













Sandhills

 
/ˈsandˌhilz/





I.
 
(also 
Sand Hills

 )
 — a line of low, sandy hills that lies across North and South Carolina and Georgia, at the boundary of the coastal plain and the Piedmont.




II.
 
a large plains area in west central Nebraska, noted as a ranching district.









sandhog

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌhôɡ, -ˌhäɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who does construction work underground or under water, such as laying foundations or building a tunnel.














sand hopper

 
/ˈsand ˌhäpər/






noun




another term for beach flea
 .













Sandia Mountains

 
/sanˌdēə ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in central New Mexico that rises to 10,678 feet (3,255 m) at Sandia Peak, near Albuquerque.









San Diego

 
/ˌsan dēˈāɡō/






an industrial city and naval port on the Pacific coast of southern California, just north of the US-Mexico border; pop. 1,279,329 (est. 2008). It was founded as a mission in 1769.









Sandinista

 
/ˌsandəˈnēstə/





I.
 
noun




a member of a left-wing Nicaraguan political organization, the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), which came to power in 1979 after overthrowing the dictator Anastasio Somoza. Opposed during most of their period of rule by the US-backed Contras, the Sandinistas were voted out of office in 1990.











– origin

 named after a similar organization founded by the nationalist leader Augusto César 
Sandino

 (1893–1934).





sandiver

 
/ˈsandəvər/





I.
 
noun




a scum that forms on molten glass.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from Old French 
suin de verre

 ‘exudation from glass,’ from 
suer

 ‘to sweat’ + 
verre

 ‘glass.’





S & L






abbreviation




savings and loan.













sand lance






noun




another term for sand eel
 .













sand lizard






noun




a small, ground-dwelling Old World lizard favoring heathland or sandy areas.

[
Lacerta agilis

 (of Eurasia), and genus 
Pedioplanis

 (of Africa), family 
Lacertidae

 .]













sandlot

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌlät/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a piece of unoccupied land used by children for games.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 denoting or relating to sports played by amateurs




•
 
sandlot baseball.



















S & M






abbreviation



1.
 
sadomasochism.




2.
 
(in the insurance industry) stock and machinery.













sandman

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌman/






noun

 — (
the sandman

 )


1.
 
a fictional man supposed to make children sleep by sprinkling sand in their eyes.













sand martin

 
/ˈsan(d) ˌmärtn/






noun




a gregarious swallowlike bird with dark brown and white plumage, excavating nest holes in sandy banks and cliffs near water.

[Genus 
Riparia

 , family 
Hirundinidae

 : three species, in particular the widespread 
R. riparia

 (
bank swallow

 ).]













S & P 500






abbreviation






[Finance]

 Standard & Poor's 500.














sand painting






noun



1.
 
an American Indian ceremonial art form, important among the Navajo and Pueblo peoples, using colored sands, used especially in connection with healing ceremonies.




2.
 
an example of sand painting.













sandpaper

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌpāpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
paper with sand or another abrasive stuck to it, used for smoothing or polishing woodwork or other surfaces.




2.
 
used to refer to something that feels rough or has a very rough surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smooth with sandpaper.








III.
 
derivatives





sandpapery






adjective





















sandpiper

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌpīpər/






noun




a wading bird with a long bill and typically long legs, nesting on the ground near water and frequenting coastal areas on migration.

[Family 
Scolopacidae

 (the 
sandpiper family

 ): several genera, esp. 
Calidris

 , 
Tringa

 , and 
Actitis

 , and numerous species, including the 
western sandpiper

 (
C. mauri

 ), which breeds on the seashores of Alaska and winters from the southern US to Peru, and the 
spotted sandpiper

 (
A. macularia

 ), which prefers lakes and streams and is the most widespread North American sandpiper. The sandpiper family also includes the godwits, curlews, redshanks, turnstones, phalaropes, woodcock, snipe, and ruff.]













sandpit

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌpit/






noun




a quarry from which sand is excavated.














sand point well






noun




a well consisting of a pipe with a solid steel point and lateral perforations near the end, which is driven into the earth until groundwater is reached, when a suction pump is applied to the upper end.













sand shark






noun



1.
 
a voracious, brown-spotted shark of tropical Atlantic waters.

[
Odontaspis taurus

 , family 
Odontaspididae

 .]




2.
 
any of a number of mainly harmless rays, dogfish, and sharks found in shallow coastal waters.













sandspit

 
/ˈsandˌspit/






noun




a narrow point of sandy land projecting into the sea




•
 
the dramatic beach on the far side of the sandspit.



















sandstone

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌstōn/






noun




sedimentary rock consisting of sand or quartz grains cemented together, typically red, yellow, or brown in color.













sandstorm

 
/ˈsan(d)ˌstôrm/






noun




a strong wind carrying clouds of sand with it, especially in a desert.













sand table






noun




a relief model in sand used to explain military tactics and plan campaigns.













sand tart






noun




another term for sandy
 2
 .













Sandusky

 
/sənˈdəskē, san-/






an industrial port city in northern Ohio, on Lake Erie at Sandusky Bay; pop. 25,688 (est. 2008).









sand wasp






noun




a digger wasp that excavates its burrow in sandy soil and then catches prey with which to furnish it. Sand wasps typically have an abdomen with a very long and slender “waist.”

[Subfamily 
Sphecinae

 , family 
Sphecidae

 : 
Ammophila

 and other genera.]













sand wedge






noun






[Golf]

 a heavy, lofted iron with a flange on the bottom, used for hitting the ball out of sand.














sandwich

 
/ˈsanˌ(d)wiCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an item of food consisting of two pieces of bread with meat, cheese, or other filling between them, eaten as a light meal




•
 
a ham sandwich.










2.
 
something that is constructed like or has the form of a sandwich.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be sandwiched between

 )


1.
 
insert or squeeze (someone or something) between two other people or things, typically in a restricted space or so as to be uncomfortable




•
 
the girl was sandwiched between two burly men in the back of the car.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after the 4th Earl of 
Sandwich

 (1718–92), an English nobleman said to have eaten food in this form so as not to leave the gaming table.





Sandwich

 
/ˈsan(d)wiCH/






a town in southeastern Massachusetts, on Cape Cod, a resort with a history of glassmaking; pop. 20,129 (est. 2008).









sandwich board

 
/ˈsanˌ(d)wiCH bô(ə)rd/






noun




a pair of advertisement boards connected by straps by which they are hung over a person's shoulders.













sandwich generation






noun




a generation of people, typically in their thirties or forties, responsible for bringing up their own children and for the care of their aging parents.














Sandwich Islands






former name for Hawaii
 .









sandwich tern





I.
 
noun




a large crested tern found in both Europe and North and South America.

[
Thalassius sandvicensis

 , family 
Sternidae

 (or 
Laridae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after 
Sandwich

 , a town in Kent, England.





sandwort

 
/ˈsan(d)wərt ˈsan(d)ˌwôrt/






noun




a widely distributed low-growing plant of the pink family, typically having small white flowers and growing in dry sandy ground.

[
Arenaria

 and other genera, family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]













sandy1


 
/ˈsandē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered in or consisting mostly of sand




•
 
pine woods and a fine sandy beach.










2.
 
(especially of hair) light yellowish brown.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sandiness

 
/ˈsandēnəs /






noun













2.
 
sandyish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sandig

 (see sand
 , -y
 1
 ).






sandy2


 
/ˈsandē /

 
pecan sandy






noun




a light, crumbly cookie, typically made with chopped pecans.













Sandy

 
/ˈsandē/






a city in north central Utah, south of Salt Lake City; pop. 96,660 (est. 2008).









sand yacht

 
/ˈsand ˌyät/






noun




a wind-driven three-wheeled vehicle with a sail, used for racing on beaches.













Sandy Hook






a peninsula in northeastern New Jersey that separates Raritan Bay from the Atlantic Ocean, south of New York City.









sane

 
/sān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) of sound mind; not mad or mentally ill




•
 
hard work kept me sane.










2.
 
(of an undertaking or manner) reasonable; sensible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sanely

 
/ˈsānlē /






adverb













2.
 
saneness

 
/ˈsānnis /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
sanus

 ‘healthy.’





San Fernando Valley

 
/ˌsan fərˌnandō ˈvalē/






an irrigated district northwest of downtown Los Angeles in California.









Sanfilippo's syndrome

 
/ˌsanfəˈlipōz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a defect in metabolism similar to Hurler's syndrome.











– origin

 1960s: named after Sylvester J. 
Sanfilippo

 , 20th-cent. US physician.





Sanford

 
/ˈsanfərd/





I.
 
a resort and commercial city in north central Florida; pop. 50,634 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a town in southern Maine, a southwestern suburb of Portland; pop. 21,156 (est. 2008).









Sanford, Edward Terry






(1865–1930), US Supreme Court associate justice 1923–30. Appointed to the Court by President Harding, he was considered a liberal although he sometimes held more conservative views regarding civil rights.









Sanforized

 
/ˈsanfəˌrīzd/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 (of cotton or other fabrics) preshrunk by a controlled compressive process; meeting certain standards of washing shrinkage.











– origin

 1930s: from the name of 
Sanford

 L. Cluett (1874–1968), the US inventor of the process.






San Francisco

 
/ˌsan frənˈsiskō/





I.
 
a city and seaport in western California, on the coast, on a peninsula between the Pacific Ocean and San Francisco Bay; pop. 808,976 (est. 2008). The city suffered severe damage from earthquakes in 1906 and in 1989.




II.
 
derivatives





San Franciscan

 
/-kən /






noun, adjective





















San Francisco Peaks






a mountain group in northern Arizona, north of Flagstaff. It includes Humphreys Peak, which at 12,633 feet (3,851 m) is the highest point in the state.









sang

 
/saNG/






past of sing
 .









San Gabriel

 
/ˌsan ˈɡābrēəl/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 40,445 (est. 2008).









San Gabriel Mountains






a range in southern California, north of (and partly in) the city of Los Angeles. Mount San Antonio, at 10,080 feet (3,105 m), is the high point. The Mount Wilson observatory is here.









sangam

 
/ˈsəNGɡəm/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a confluence of rivers, especially that of the Ganges and Jumna at Allahabad.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
saṃgama

 .






sangaree

 
/ˌsaNGɡəˈrē/





I.
 
noun




a cold drink of wine mixed with water and spices.











– origin

 from Spanish 
sangría

 (see sangria
 ).





sang-de-boeuf

 
/ˌsaNG də ˈbəf/





I.
 
noun




a deep red color, typically found on old Chinese porcelain.











– origin

 French, literally ‘ox blood.’





Sanger, Frederick

 
/ˈsaNGər/






(1918–2013), English biochemist. He determined the complete amino-acid sequence of insulin in 1955 and established the complete nucleotide sequence of a viral DNA in 1977. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1958 and 1980).









Sanger, Margaret






(1883–1966), US birth-control campaigner; full name 
Margaret Higgins Sanger

 . Her experiences as a nurse prompted her to distribute the pamphlet 
Family Limitation

 in 1914 and to found the first US birth-control clinic in 1916. She founded the American Birth Control League in 1921 and became the first president of the International Planned Parenthood Federation in 1953.









sangfroid

 
/säNGˈfrwä/





I.
 
noun




composure or coolness, sometimes excessive, as shown in danger or under trying circumstances.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
sang-froid

 , literally ‘cold blood.’





sangha

 
/ˈsäNG(ɡ)ə/





I.
 
noun




the Buddhist community of monks, nuns, novices, and laity.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
saṃgha

 ‘community.’





Sangiovese

 
/ˌsanjōˈvāzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape used in making Chianti and other Italian red wines.




2.
 
a red wine made from the Sangiovese grape.











– origin

 Italian.





sangrail

 
/saNGˈɡrāl /

 
sangreal





I.
 
noun




another term for grail
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
saint graal

 ‘Holy Grail.’





Sangre de Cristo Mountains

 
/ˌsaNGɡrē də ˌkristō ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in southern Colorado and northern New Mexico, an extension of the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains. The Pecos and Canadian rivers rise here.










sangria

 
/saNGˈɡrēə/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish drink of red wine mixed with lemonade, fruit, and spices.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘bleeding’; compare with sangaree
 .





sanguinary

 
/ˈsaNGɡwəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly archaic›

 involving or causing much bloodshed.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to blood’): from Latin 
sanguinarius

 , from 
sanguis

 , 
sanguin-

 ‘blood.’






sanguine

 
/ˈsaNGɡwən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
optimistic or positive, especially in an apparently bad or difficult situation




•
 
he is sanguine about prospects for the global economy.




•
 
the committee takes a more sanguine view.










2.
 
(in medieval science and medicine) of or having the constitution associated with the predominance of blood among the bodily humors, supposedly marked by a ruddy complexion and an optimistic disposition.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of the complexion) florid; ruddy.




4.
 


‹literary›

 
[Heraldry]

 blood-red.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 bloody or bloodthirsty.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a blood-red color.




2.
 
a deep red-brown crayon or pencil containing iron oxide.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a blood-red stain used in blazoning.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sanguinely

 
/ˈsaNGɡwənlē /






adverb













2.
 
sanguineness

 
/ˈsaNGɡwənnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sanguin(e

 ) ‘blood-red,’ from Latin 
sanguineus

 ‘of blood,’ from 
sanguis

 , 
sanguin-

 ‘blood.’





Sanhedrin

 
/sanˈhēdrin sänˈhēdrin sanˈhedrən sänˈhedrən/





I.
 
the highest court of justice and the supreme council in ancient Jerusalem.







– origin

 from late Hebrew 
sanhedrīn

 , from Greek 
sunedrion

 ‘council,’ from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
hedra

 ‘seat.’





Sanibel Island

 
/ˌsanəbəl ˈīlənd/






a resort island in southwestern Florida, southwest of Fort Myers, noted for its seashells.









sanicle

 
/ˈsanək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the parsley family that has burrlike fruit.

[Genus 
Sanicula

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : several species, in particular the Eurasian 
wood sanicle

 (
S. europaea

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
sanicula

 , perhaps from Latin 
sanus

 ‘healthy.’





sanidine

 
/ˈsanəˌdēn/





I.
 
noun




a glassy mineral of the alkali feldspar group, typically occurring as tabular crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
sanis

 , 
sanid-

 ‘board’ + -ine
 4
 .





sanit.






abbreviation



1.
 
sanitary.




2.
 
sanitation.













sanitarian

 
/ˌsanəˈterēən/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 an official responsible for public health or a person in favor of public health reform.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from sanitary
 + -ian
 .






sanitarium

 
/ˌsanəˈterēəm/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an establishment for the medical treatment of people who are convalescing or have a chronic illness.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: pseudo-Latin, from Latin 
sanitas

 ‘health.’






sanitary

 
/ˈsanəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the conditions that affect hygiene and health, especially the supply of sewage facilities and clean drinking water




•
 
a sanitary engineer.










2.
 
hygienic and clean




•
 
the most convenient and sanitary way to get rid of food waste from your kitchen.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sanitarily

 
/-ˌterəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sanitariness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
sanitaire

 , from Latin 
sanitas

 ‘health,’ from 
sanus

 ‘healthy.’






sanitary napkin

 
/ˈsanəˌterē ˈnapkən/






noun




an absorbent pad worn by women to absorb menstrual blood.













sanitation

 
/ˌsanəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




conditions relating to public health, especially the provision of clean drinking water and adequate sewage disposal.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from sanitary
 .





sanitize

 
/ˈsanəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make clean and hygienic




•
 
new chemicals for sanitizing a pool.










2.
 
(usu. 
be sanitized

 )
 — 

‹derogatory›

 alter (something regarded as less acceptable) so as to make it more palatable




•
 
lawyers sanitized documents that could have exposed the company to lawsuits.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sanitization

 
/ˌsanətəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
sanitizer






noun





















sanity

 
/ˈsanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to think and behave in a normal and rational manner; sound mental health




•
 
I began to doubt my own sanity.










2.
 
reasonable and rational behavior.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘health’): from Latin 
sanitas

 ‘health,’ from 
sanus

 ‘healthy.’ Current senses date from the early 17th cent.





San Jacinto River

 
/ˌsan jəˌsintō ˈrivər/






a river in southeastern Texas that flows into Galveston Bay east of Houston. The 1836 battle that won Texas independence from Mexico was fought on its bank.









San Joaquin River

 
/ˌsan wäˌkēn ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 350 miles (560 km) from south central California to join the Sacramento River and enter San Francisco Bay.









San Joaquin Valley fever






noun




informal term for coccidioidomycosis
 .













San Jose

 
/ˌsan (h)ōˈzā/






a city in western California, south of San Francisco Bay; pop. 948,279 (est. 2008). It lies in the Santa Clara valley, known as Silicon Valley, a center of the electronics industries.









San José

 
/ˌsan hōˈsā/






the capital and chief port of Costa Rica; pop. 350,535 (2007).









San Juan

 
/san ˈ(h)wän, sän ˈhwän/






the capital and chief port of Puerto Rico, on the northern coast of the island; pop. 426,600 (est. 2006).









San Juan Capistrano

 
/san ˌ(h)wän ˌkapəˈstränō/






a city in southwestern California, between Los Angeles and San Diego, the site of a 1776 mission to which migrating swallows return each March 19; pop. 34,793 (est. 2008).









San Juan Hill






a hill near Santiago de Cuba, in eastern Cuba, the scene of a July 1898 battle during the Spanish-American War.









San Juan Islands






an island group in northwestern Washington, north of Puget Sound and south of the Strait of Georgia. San Juan and Orcas are the largest islands in the group.









San Juan Mountains






a range of the Rocky Mountains in southwestern Colorado and northern New Mexico, the source of the Rio Grande.









sank

 
/saNGk/






past of sink
 1
 .









San Leandro

 
/ˌsan lēˈandrō/






a city in north central California, southeast of Oakland; pop. 77,880 (est. 2008).









San Luis Obispo

 
/san ˌlo͞oəs əˈbispō/






a city in west central California, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 43,636 (est. 2008).









San Luis Potosí

 
/sän lo͞oˈēs ˌpôtôˌsē/





I.
 
a state in central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital of San Luis Potosí; pop. 685,934 (2005).









San Marcos

 
/san ˈmärkəs/





I.
 
a city in southwestern California, north of San Diego; pop. 79,114 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in south central Texas, south of Austin; pop. 52,927 (est. 2008).









San Marino

 
/ˌsan məˈrēnō/





I.
 
a republic that forms a small enclave in Italy, near Rimini; pop. 30,200 (est. 2009); capital, the town of San Marino; language, Italian (official).





It is perhaps Europe's oldest state, claiming to have been independent almost continuously since its founding in the 4th century. / 
– origin

 said to be named after 
Marino

 , a Dalmatian stonecutter who fled there to escape the persecution of Christians under Diocletian.





San Martín, José de

 
/ˌsan märˈtēn/






(1778–1850), Argentine soldier and statesman. After assisting in the liberation of Argentina from Spanish rule 1812–13, he went on to aid in the liberation of Chile 1817–18 and of Peru 1820–24.









San Mateo

 
/ˌsan məˈtāō/






a commercial and industrial city in north central California, on San Francisco Bay, south of San Francisco; pop. 92,256 (est. 2008).









sannyasi

 
/sənˈyäsē /

 
sanyasi
 , sannyasin





I.
 
noun




a Hindu religious mendicant.











– origin

 based on Sanskrit 
saṃnyāsin

 ‘laying aside, ascetic,’ from 
saṃ

 ‘together’ + 
ni

 ‘down’ + 
as

 ‘throw.’





San Pablo

 
/san ˈpablō, ˈpäb-/






a city in north central California, on San Pablo Bay, north of Oakland; pop. 30,729 (est. 2008).









San Pedro Sula

 
/ˌsan ˌpedrō ˈso͞olə/






a city in northern Honduras, near the Caribbean coast; pop. 623,100 (est. 2008).









San Quentin

 
/ˌsan ˈkwent(ə)n/






a site in northwestern California, in Marin County, across the Golden Gate from San Francisco, home to a well-known state prison.









San Rafael

 
/ˌsan rəˈfel/






a city in northwestern California, on San Rafael Bay, north of San Francisco; pop. 55,602 (est. 2008).









sans

 
/sanz/





I.
 
preposition






‹literary›

 
‹humorous›

 without




•
 
flavorful vegetarian dishes sans meat, eggs, or milk.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sanz

 , from a variant of Latin 
sine

 ‘without,’ influenced by Latin 
absentia

 ‘in the absence of.’






sansa

 
/ˈsansə/





I.
 
noun




another term for thumb piano
 .











– origin

 based on Arabic 
ṣanj

 ‘cymbal.’





San Salvador

 
/ˌsan ˈsalvədôr/





I.
 
an island in the southeastern Bahamas, believed to be the site where Columbus first landed in the New World in 1492; pop. 1,700 (est. 2009).




II.
 
the capital of El Salvador; pop. 316,090 (2007).









sans-culotte

 
/ˌsanzk(y)o͝oˈlät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lower-class Parisian republican in the French Revolution.




2.
 
an extreme republican or revolutionary.








II.
 
derivatives





sans-culottism

 
/k(y)əˈlätizəm /






noun



















– origin

 French, literally ‘without breeches.’





San Sebastián

 
/ˌsan səˈbasCHən, ˌsän ˌsebastˈyän/






a port and resort in northern Spain, on the Bay of Biscay, close to the border with France; pop. 184,248 (2008).










sansei

 
/ˈsänsā/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person born in the US or Canada whose grandparents were immigrants from Japan.

Compare with nisei
 and issei
 .











– origin

 1940s: Japanese, from 
san

 ‘third’ + 
sei

 ‘generation.’






sansevieria

 
/ˌsansəˈvirēə /

 
sanseveria





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Sansevieria

 in the agave family, especially (in gardening) mother-in-law's tongue.











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Raimondo di Sangro (1710–71), Prince of 
Sanseviero

 (now Sansevero), Italy.





San Simeon

 
/san ˈsimēən/






a community in west central California, on the Pacific coast, site of the Hearst estate that is a popular tourist destination.










Sanskrit

 
/ˈsanˌskrit/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Indic language of India, in which the Hindu scriptures and classical Indian epic poems are written and from which many northern Indian languages are derived.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Sanskrit.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Sanskritic

 
/sanˈskritik /






adjective













2.
 
Sanskritist

 
/ˈsanˌskritist /






noun

















Sanskrit was spoken in India roughly 1200–400 
BC

 , and continues in use as a language of religion and scholarship. It is written from left to right in the Devanagari script. The suggestion by 
Sir William Jones

 (1746–94) of its common origin with Latin and Greek was a major advance in the development of historical linguistics. / 
– origin

 from Sanskrit 
saṃskṛta

 ‘composed, elaborated,’ from 
saṃ

 ‘together’ + 
kṛ

 ‘make’ + the past participle ending 
-ta

 .





sans serif

 
/ˌsan(z) ˈserəf /

 

‹Printing›






I.
 
noun




a style of type without serifs.








II.
 
adjective




without serifs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from French 
sans

 ‘without’ + serif
 .





sant

 
/sənt/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 
[Sikhism]

 a saint.











– origin

 from Hindi 
santaḥ

 ‘venerable men.’





Santa Ana

 
/ˌsäntə ˈänə, ˌsantə ˈanə/





I.
 
a city in El Salvador, close to the border with Guatemala; pop. 245,421 (2007).




II.
 

/ˌsän(t)ə ˈänə /

 — a volcano in El Salvador, southwest of the city of Santa Ana. It rises to a height of 7,730 feet (2,381 m).




III.
 

/ˌsan(t)ə ˈanə /

 — a city in southern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 339,130. The region gives its name to the hot dry winds that blow from the Santa Ana Mountains on the east across the coastal plain of southern California.









Santa Anna, Antonio López de

 
/ˌsantə ˈanə/






(1794–1876), Mexican general and political leader. He controlled Mexico as its president 1833–36, its dictator 1844–45, and again its president 1853–55. In most of the interim years, he was essentially still in control and engaged in several military actions against the US, including his victory at the Alamo 1836 and his defeats at San Jacinto 1836 and Buena Vista 1847.









Santa Barbara

 
/ˌsan(t)ə ˈbärb(ə)rə/






a resort city in California, on the Pacific coast, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 86,093 (est. 2008).










Santa Barbara Islands

 
/ˌsan(t)ə ˈbärb(ə)rə ˌīləndz/






an island group in southwestern California, off the Pacific coast. Santa Catalina is a tourist destination.

Also called Channel Islands
 .










Santa Catalina






one of the Santa Barbara Islands.









Santa Clara

 
/ˌsantə ˈklarə, ˈkle(ə)rə/






a city in north central California, a longtime fruit-producing center now at the heart of Silicon Valley; pop. 110,200 (est. 2008).









Santa Clarita

 
/ˌsan(t)ə kləˈrēdə/






a city in southwestern California, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 169,500 (est. 2008).










Santa Claus

 
/ˈsan(t)ə ˌklôz /

 
Santa





I.
 
an imaginary figure said to bring presents for children on Christmas. He is conventionally pictured as a jolly old man from the far north, with a long white beard and red garments trimmed with white fur.

See also Nicholas, St.








– origin

 late 18th cent.: originally a US usage, alteration of Dutch dialect 
Sante Klaas

 ‘St. Nicholas.’





Santa Cruz





I.
 

/ˌsantə ˈkro͞oz, ˌsäntä ˈkro͞os /

 — a city in central Bolivia; pop. 1,561,061 (2009).




II.
 

/ˌsantə ˈkro͞oz, ˌsäntä ˈkro͞oT͟H /

 — a port and the chief city of the island of Tenerife, in the Canary Islands; pop. 192,000. Full name 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife

 .




III.
 
a city in west central California, on Monterey Bay; pop. 56,124 (est. 2008).









Santa Cruz Islands






an island group in the southeastern Solomon Islands, in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, scene of an October 1942 World War II naval battle between US and Japanese forces.









Santa Fe

 
/ˌsan(t)ə ˈfā ˈsan(t)ə ˌfā /

 
Santa Fé





I.
 
a city in northern Argentina, on the Salado River near its confluence with the Paraná River; pop. 506,300 (est. 2009).




II.
 
the capital of New Mexico, in the north central part of the state; pop. 71,831 (est. 2008). It was founded as a mission by the Spanish in 1610. From 1821 until 1880, it served as the terminus of the Santa Fe Trail. Taken by US forces in 1846 during the Mexican War, it became the capital of New Mexico in 1912.










Santa Fé de Bogotá






official name for Bogotá
 .









Santa Fe Trail






a historic route, established in the 1820s, from St. Louis in Missouri to Santa Fe in New Mexico. Merchants and settlers used it until the Santa Fe Railroad was built in the 1870s.









Santa Lucia Range

 
/ˌsan(t)ə lo͝oˌsēə ˈrān(d)ZH/






a range in west central California, part of the Coast Ranges.









Santa Maria

 
/ˌsan(t)ə məˈrēə/






a commercial city in southwestern California; pop. 86,356 (est. 2008).









Santa Monica

 
/ˌsan(t)ə ˈmänikə/






a resort city on the coast of southwestern California, west of Los Angeles; pop. 87,664 (est. 2008).









Santander

 
/ˌsanˌtänˈder/






a port in northern Spain, on the Bay of Biscay, north of Madrid; pop. 182,302 (2008).









Santa Rosa

 
/ˌsan(t)ə ˈrōzə/






a commercial city in northwestern California, north of San Francisco; pop. 155,796 (est. 2008).









Santayana, George

 
/ˌsäntəˈyänä/






(1863–1952), Spanish philosopher and writer; born 
Jorge Augustin Nicolás Ruiz de Santayana

 . His works include 
The Realms of Being

 (1924) and 
The Last Puritan

 (1935).









Santee River

 
/sanˌtē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 140 miles (230 km) through eastern South Carolina to the Atlantic Ocean.









Santeria

 
/ˌsan(t)əˈrēə /

 
Santería





I.
 
noun




a pantheistic Afro-Cuban religious cult developed from the beliefs and customs of the Yoruba people and incorporating some elements of the Catholic religion.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘holiness.’





santero

 
/sänˈterō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Mexico and Spanish-speaking areas of the southwestern US) a person who makes religious images.




2.
 
a priest of the Santeria religious cult.











– origin

 Spanish.





Santiago

 
/ˌsan(t)ēˈäɡō/






the capital of Chile, west of the Andes, in the central part of the country; pop. 4,985,900 (est. 2008).









Santiago de Compostela

 
/ˌsan(t)ēˌäɡō də ˌkämpəˈstelə/






a city in northwestern Spain; pop. 94,339 (2008). The remains of St. James the Great are said to have been brought there after his death.









Santiago de Cuba

 
/də ˈkyo͞obə, de ˈko͞obä/






a port on the coast of southeastern Cuba, the second largest city on the island; pop. 426,679 (2008).









santim

 
/ˈsän(t)im/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Latvia, equal to one hundredth of a lat.











– origin

 from Latvian 
santims

 , from French 
centime

 + the Latvian masculine ending 
-s

 .





santo

 
/ˈsantō, ˈsän-/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexico and Spanish-speaking areas of the southwestern US) a religious symbol, especially a wooden representation of a saint.











– origin

 Spanish or Italian.






Santo Domingo

 
/ˌsantō dəˈmiNGɡō/






the capital of the Dominican Republic, a port on the southern coast; pop. 2,154,000 (est. 2007). From 1936 to 1961, it was called Ciudad Trujillo.









santolina

 
/ˌsan(t)əˈlēnə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Santolina

 in the daisy family, especially (in gardening) lavender cotton.











– origin

 modern Latin, perhaps an alteration of santonica
 .





santon

 
/säNˈtoN/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in Provence) a figurine adorning a representation of the manger in which Jesus was laid.











– origin

 French, from Spanish, from 
santo

 ‘saint.’






santonica

 
/sanˈtänəkə/





I.
 
noun




the dried flower heads of a wormwood plant, containing the drug santonin.

[The plant is 
Artemisia cina

 (family 
Compositae

 ) of Turkestan.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
Santonica (herba

 ) ‘(plant) of the Santoni,’ referring to a tribe of Aquitania (now Aquitaine
 ).





santonin

 
/ˈsantnən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic crystalline compound present in santonica and related plants, used as an anthelmintic.

[Chem. formula: C15
 H18
 O3
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from santonica
 + -in
 1
 .





santoor

 
/sənˈto͝or /

 
santour





I.
 
noun




an Indian musical instrument like a dulcimer, played by striking it with a pair of small, spoon-shaped wooden hammers.











– origin

 from Arabic 
sanṭīr

 , alteration of Greek 
psaltērion

 ‘psaltery.’





Santorini

 
/ˌsan(t)əˈrēnē/






another name for Thera
 .









Santos

 
/ˈsantōs, ˈsän-/






a port on the coast of Brazil, just southeast of São Paulo; pop. 418,288 (2007).









São Francisco

 
/ˌsou frənˈsisko͞o/






a river in eastern Brazil that rises in the state of Minas Gerais and flows north and then east for 1,990 miles (3,200 km) to meet the Atlantic Ocean north of Aracajú.









saola

 
/ˈSHoulä/





I.
 
noun




a small two-horned mammal discovered in Vietnam in 1992, with similarities to both antelopes and oxen.

[
Pseudoryx nghetinhensis

 .]











– origin

 1990s: a local name, literally ‘spindle horn.’





São Luís

 
/ˌsou lo͞oˈēs/






a port in northeastern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 957,515 (2007).









Saône

 
/sōn/






a river in eastern France that rises in the Vosges Mountains and flows 298 miles (480 km) southwest to join the Rhône River at Lyons.









São Paulo

 
/ˌsou ˈpoulō/





I.
 
a state in southern Brazil, on the Atlantic coast.




II.
 
the capital city of São Paulo, the largest city in Brazil and the second largest in South America; pop. 10,886,500 (est. 2007).









São Tomé and Príncipe

 
/ˌsou tōˈmā ən ˌprinsəpə/





I.
 
a country that consists of two main islands and several smaller ones in the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 212,700 (est. 2009); capital, São Tomé; languages, Portuguese (official) and Portuguese Creole.





The islands were settled by Portugal from 1493 and became an overseas province of that country. São Tomé and Príncipe became independent in 1975.






sap1


 
/sap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fluid, chiefly water with dissolved sugars and mineral salts, that circulates in the vascular system of a plant.




2.
 
vigor or energy




•
 
the hot, heady days of youth when the sap was rising.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gradually weaken or destroy (a person's strength or power)




•
 
our energy is being sapped by bureaucrats and politicians.










2.
 
(
sap someone of

 )
 — drain someone of (strength or power)




•
 
her illness had sapped her of energy and life.














III.
 
derivatives





sapless

 
/ˈsapləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sæp

 , probably of Germanic origin. The verb (dating from the mid 18th cent.) is often interpreted as a figurative use of the notion “drain the sap from,” but is derived originally from the verb sap
 2
 , in the sense ‘undermine.’






sap2


 
/sap/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a tunnel or trench to conceal an assailant's approach to a fortified place.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 dig a sap or saps.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 
‹archaic›

 make insecure by removing the foundations of




•
 
a crazy building, sapped and undermined by the rats.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
sapping

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 
[Geography]

 undercut by water or glacial action.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘dig a sap or covered trench’): from French 
saper

 , from Italian 
zappare

 , from 
zappa

 ‘spade, spadework,’ probably from Arabic 
sarab

 ‘underground passage,’ or 
sabora

 ‘probe a wound, explore.’





sap3


 
/sap/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a foolish and gullible person




•
 
He fell for it! What a sap!

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of dialect 
sapskull

 ‘person with a head like sapwood,’ from sap
 1
 (in the sense ‘sapwood’) + skull
 .





sap4


 
/sap /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a bludgeon or club.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit with a bludgeon or club.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as a noun): abbreviation of sapling
 (from which such a club was originally made).





s.ap.






abbreviation




apothecaries' scruple.













sapele

 
/səˈpēlē/





I.
 
noun




a large, tropical African hardwood tree with reddish-brown timber that resembles mahogany.

[Genus 
Entandrophragma

 , family 
Meliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of a port on the Benin River, Nigeria.





saphenous

 
/səˈfēnəs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting either of the two large superficial veins in the leg.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin 
saphena

 ‘vein’ + -ous
 .






sapid

 
/ˈsapəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a strong, pleasant taste.




2.
 
(of talk or writing) pleasant or interesting.








II.
 
derivatives





sapidity

 
/səˈpidədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
sapidus

 , from 
sapere

 ‘to taste.’





sapient

 
/ˈsāpēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 wise, or attempting to appear wise.




2.
 
(chiefly in science fiction) intelligent




•
 
sapient life forms.










3.
 
of or relating to the human species (
Homo sapiens

 )




•
 
our sapient ancestors of 40,000 years ago.














II.
 
noun




a human of the species 
Homo sapiens

 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sapience

 
/ˈsāpēəns /






noun













2.
 
sapiently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
sapient-

 ‘being wise,’ from the verb 
sapere

 .





sapiential

 
/ˌsāpēˈen(t)SH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of or relating to wisdom.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
sapientialis

 , from Latin 
sapientia

 ‘wisdom.’





Sapir, Edward

 
/səˈpi(ə)r/






(1884–1939), US linguistics scholar and anthropologist, born in Germany. One of the founders of American structural linguistics, he carried out important research on American Indian languages and linguistic theory.









Sapir–Whorf hypothesis

 
/səˌpirˈ(h)wôrf hīˌpäTHəsəs/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a hypothesis, first advanced by Edward Sapir in 1929 and subsequently developed by Benjamin Whorf, that the structure of a language determines a native speaker's perception and categorization of experience.














sapling

 
/ˈsapliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young tree, especially one with a slender trunk.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a young and slender or inexperienced person.











– origin

 Middle English: from the noun sap
 1
 + -ling
 .






sapodilla

 
/ˌsapəˈdilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, evergreen, tropical American tree that has edible fruit and hard, durable wood and yields chicle.

[
Manilkara zapota

 , family 
Sapotaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
sapodilla plum

 )
 — the sweet, brownish, bristly fruit of the sapodilla tree.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Spanish 
zapotillo

 , diminutive of 
zapote

 , from Nahuatl 
tzápotl

 .





saponaceous

 
/ˌsapəˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or containing soap; soapy.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
saponaceus

 (from Latin 
sapo

 , 
sapon-

 ‘soap’) + -ous
 .





saponify

 
/səˈpänəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 turn (fat or oil) into soap by reaction with an alkali


(as 
adj.

 
saponified

 )


•
 
saponified vegetable oils.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 convert (any ester) into an alcohol and a metal salt by alkaline hydrolysis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saponifiable

 
/səˈpänəˌfīəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
saponification

 
/səˌpänəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
saponifier

 , from Latin 
sapo

 , 
sapon-

 ‘soap.’





saponin

 
/ˈsapənən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a toxic compound that is present in soapwort and makes foam when shaken with water.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of the class of steroid and terpenoid glycosides typified by this, examples of which are used in detergents and foam fire extinguishers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
saponine

 , from Latin 
sapo

 , 
sapon-

 ‘soap.’





sapper

 
/ˈsapər/





I.
 
noun




a soldier responsible for tasks such as building and repairing roads and bridges, laying and clearing mines, etc.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from the verb sap
 2
 + -er
 1
 .





sapphic

 
/ˈsafik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 of or relating to lesbians or lesbianism




•
 
sapphic lovers.










2.
 
(
Sapphic

 )
 — of or relating to Sappho or her poetry.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
sapphics

 )


1.
 
verse in a meter associated with Sappho.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): from French 
saphique

 , via Latin from Greek 
Sapphikos

 , from 
Sapphō

 (see Sappho
 ).





sapphire

 
/ˈsaˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a transparent precious stone, typically blue, that is a variety of corundum (aluminum oxide).




2.
 
a bright blue color.




3.
 
a small hummingbird with shining blue or violet colors in its plumage and a short tail.

[
Hylocharis

 and other genera, family 
Trochilidae

 : several species.]








II.
 
derivatives





sapphirine

 
/ˈsafərən ˈsafəˌrēn ˈsafəˌrīn /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
safir

 , via Latin from Greek 
sappheiros

 , probably denoting lapis lazuli.





sapphism

 
/ˌsafizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 lesbianism.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Sappho
 + -ism
 .






Sappho

 
/ˈsafō/






(early 7th century 
BC

 ), Greek lyric poet who lived on Lesbos. Many of her poems express her affection and love for women and have given rise to her association with female homosexuality.









Sapporo

 
/səˈpôrō/






a city in northern Japan, capital of the island of Hokkaido; pop. 1,874,410 (2007).









sappy

 
/ˈsapē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 excessively sentimental; mawkish.




2.
 
(of a plant) containing a lot of sap.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sappily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
sappiness

 
/ˈsapēnəs /






noun






















sapro-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 relating to putrefaction or decay




•
 
saprogenic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sapros

 ‘putrid.’





saprogenic

 
/ˌsaprōˈjenik/






adjective






[Biology]

 causing or produced by putrefaction or decay.













saprolegnia

 
/ˌsaprōˈleɡnēə/





I.
 
noun




an aquatic fungus that can attack the bodies of fish and other aquatic animals.

[Genus 
Saprolegnia

 , subdivision 
Mastigomycotina

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from sapro-
 ‘of decay’ + Greek 
legnon

 ‘border.’





saprophagous

 
/səˈpräfəɡəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of an organism) feeding on or obtaining nourishment from decaying organic matter.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saprophage

 
/ˈsaprəˌfāj /






noun













2.
 
saprophagy

 
/-ˈpräfəjē /






noun





















saprophyte

 
/ˈsaprəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a plant, fungus, or microorganism that lives on dead or decaying organic matter.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saprophytic

 
/ˌsaprəˈfidik /






adjective













2.
 
saprophytically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















saprotroph

 
/ˈsaprəˌtrōf, -ˌträf/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an organism that feeds on or derives nourishment from decaying organic matter.








II.
 
derivatives





saprotrophic

 
/ˌsaprəˈtrōfik, -ˈträfik /






adjective



















– origin

 back-formation from 
saprotrophic

 .





sapsucker

 
/ˈsapˌsəkər/






noun




an American woodpecker that pecks rows of small holes in trees and visits them for sap and insects.

[
Sphyrapicus

 , family 
Picidae

 : four species.]













sapwood

 
/ˈsapˌwo͝od/






noun




the soft outer layers of recently formed wood between the heartwood and the bark, containing the functioning vascular tissue.













Saqqara

 
/səˈkärə /

 
Sakkara






a vast necropolis at the ancient Egyptian city of Memphis, with monuments dating from the 3rd millennium 
BC

 to the Greco-Roman age, notably a step pyramid that is the first known building made entirely of stone (
c.

 2650 
BC

 ).









SAR






abbreviation



1.
 
search and rescue, an emergency service involving the detection and rescue of those who have met with an accident or mishap in dangerous or isolated locations.




2.
 
Special Administrative Region (of the People's Republic of China).













saraband

 
/ˈserəˌband /

 
sarabande





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slow, stately Spanish dance in triple time.




2.
 
a piece of music written for a saraband.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
sarabande

 , from Spanish and Italian 
zarabanda

 .






Saracen

 
/ˈserəsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Arab or Muslim, especially at the time of the Crusades.




2.
 
a nomad of the Syrian and Arabian desert at the time of the Roman Empire.








II.
 
derivatives





Saracenic

 
/ˌserəˈsenik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English, from Old French 
sarrazin

 , via late Latin from late Greek 
Sarakēnos

 , perhaps from Arabic 
šarḳī

 ‘eastern.’





Saracen's head






noun




a conventionalized depiction of the head of a Saracen as a heraldic charge or inn sign.














Saragossa

 
/ˌserəˈɡäsə/





I.
 
a city in northern Spain, capital of Aragon, situated on the Ebro River; pop. 666,129 (2008).

Spanish name Zaragoza
 .







– origin

 alteration of 
Caesaraugusta

 , the name given to the ancient settlement on the site, taken by the Romans in the 1st cent. 
BC

 .





Sarah

 
/ˈserə/






(in the Bible) the wife of Abraham and mother of Isaac.









Sarajevo

 
/ˌsärəˈyāvō/






the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina; pop. 304,600 (est. 2008). It was the scene in June 1914 of the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand

 (1863–1914), the heir to the Austrian throne, by a Bosnian Serb named 
Gavrilo Princip

 —an event that triggered the outbreak of World War I. The city suffered severely from the ethnic conflicts that followed the breakup of Yugoslavia in 1991 and was besieged by Bosnian Serb forces in the surrounding mountains 1992–94.









Saran

 
/səˈran /

 
Saran Wrap





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 trademark for polyvinyl chloride
 , esp. as plastic wrap.











– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





Saranac Lakes

 
/ˌserənak ˈlāks/






a group of resort lakes in northeastern New York, in Adirondack Park, site of a pioneering tuberculosis sanatorium.









Sarandon, Susan

 
/səˈrandən/






(1946–), US actress; born 
Susan Abigail Tomalin

 . Notable movies: 
Bull Durham

 (1988), 
Thelma and Louise

 (1991), 
The Client

 (1994), 
Dead Man Walking

 (1995), and 
The Banger Sisters

 (2002).









sarangi

 
/ˈsärəNGɡē/





I.
 
noun




an Indian bowed musical instrument about two feet high, with three or four main strings and up to thirty-five sympathetic strings.











– origin

 from Hindi 
sāraṅgī

 .





Saransk

 
/səˈränsk/






a city in western Russia, capital of the autonomous republic of Mordvinia, south of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 295,300 (est. 2008).









Sarasota

 
/ˌserəˈsōdə/






a resort city in southwestern Florida, on Sarasota Bay off the Gulf of Mexico, long noted as a winter base for circuses; pop. 52,340 (est. 2008).









Saratoga

 
/ˌsarəˈtōɡə/






an agricultural city in west central California, southwest of San Jose; pop. 30,445 (est. 2008).









Saratoga, Battle of

 
/ˌsarəˈtōɡə/






either of two battles fought in 1777 (September 19 and October 7) during the American Revolution, near the modern city of Saratoga Springs, New York. The defeat of the British in both battles is conventionally regarded as the turning point in the war in favor of the American side.









Saratoga Springs






a city in eastern New York, north of Albany, a spa noted for horse racing and for two battles fought nearby during the American Revolution; pop. 28,844 (est. 2008).









Saratov

 
/səˈrädəf/






a city in southwestern central Russia, on the Volga River, north of Volgograd; pop. 836,100 (est. 2008).









Sarawak

 
/səˈräwək/






a state of Malaysia that occupies the northwestern part of Borneo; capital, Kuching.









Sarazen, Gene

 
/ˈsarəzən/






(1902–99), US golfer; born 
Eugene Saraceni

 . He was the first player to win all four Grand Slam titles: the US Open 1922, the Professional Golfers' Association championship 1922, the British Open 1932, and the Masters 1935.









SarbOx

 
/ˈsärbäks /

 
Sarbox





I.
 
noun




the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, a 2002 Federal law that set new accounting standards for publicly traded companies


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
SarbOx compliance.

















– origin

 after Paul 
Sarbanes

 and Michael 
Oxley

 , the legislators who sponsored the law.






sarcasm

 
/ˈsärˌkazəm/





I.
 
noun




the use of irony to mock or convey contempt




•
 
his voice, hardened by sarcasm, could not hide his resentment.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
sarcasme

 , or via late Latin from late Greek 
sarkasmos

 , from Greek 
sarkazein

 ‘tear flesh,’ in late Greek ‘gnash the teeth, speak bitterly’ (from 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’).





sarcastic

 
/särˈkastik/





I.
 
adjective




marked by or given to using irony in order to mock or convey contempt




•
 
sarcastic comments on their failures




•
 
she's witty and sarcastic.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
sarcastique

 , from 
sarcasme

 (see sarcasm
 ), on the pattern of pairs such as 
enthousiasme

 , 
enthousiastique

 .





sarcastically

 
/särˈkastik(ə)lē/






adverb




in an ironic way intended to mock or convey contempt




•
 
"Great. Just great," I sarcastically remarked




•
 
Lizzy laughed sarcastically at Charles's comment.



















Sarcee

 
/ˈsärsē /

 
Sarsi





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of Alberta, Canada.




2.
 
the Athabaskan language of the Sarcee.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sarcee or their language.











– origin

 from Blackfoot 
saahsiwa

 .





sarcoid

 
/ˈsärkoid /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to, denoting, or suffering from sarcoidosis.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a granuloma of the type present in sarcoidosis.




2.
 
the condition and symptoms of sarcoidosis




•
 
tissues affected by sarcoid.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘resembling flesh’): from Greek 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’ + -oid
 .





sarcoidosis

 
/ˌsärˌkoiˈdōsis/






noun




a chronic disease of unknown cause characterized by the enlargement of lymph nodes in many parts of the body and the widespread appearance of granulomas derived from the reticuloendothelial system.













sarcolemma

 
/ˌsärkəˈlemə/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the fine transparent tubular sheath that envelops the fibers of skeletal muscles.








II.
 
derivatives





sarcolemmal






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’ + 
lemma

 ‘husk.’






sarcoma

 
/särˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a malignant tumor of connective or other nonepithelial tissue.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sarcomatosis

 
/särˌkōməˈtōsəs /






noun













2.
 
sarcomatous

 
/särˈkōmədəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sarkōma

 , from 
sarkoun

 ‘become fleshy,’ from 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh.’





sarcomere

 
/ˈsärkəˌmir/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a structural unit of a myofibril in striated muscle, consisting of a dark band and the nearer half of each adjacent pale band.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’ + 
meros

 ‘part.’





sarcopenia

 
/ˌsärkəˈpēnēə/





I.
 
noun




loss of muscle tissue as a natural part of the aging process.











– origin

 1990s: from Greek, literally ‘lack of flesh’; coined by Irwin H. Rosenberg of the USDA.





sarcophagus

 
/särˈkäfəɡəs/





I.
 
noun




a stone coffin, typically adorned with a sculpture or inscription and associated with the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Rome, and Greece.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
sarkophagos

 ‘flesh-consuming,’ from 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’ + 
-phagos

 ‘-eating.’





sarcoplasm

 
/ˈsärkəˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the cytoplasm of striated muscle cells.








II.
 
derivatives





sarcoplasmic

 
/ˌsärkəˈplazmik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’ + plasma
 .






sarcoptic mange

 
/särˌkäptik ˈmānj/





I.
 
noun




a form of mange caused by the itch mite and tending to affect chiefly the abdomen and hindquarters.

Compare with demodectic mange
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
sarcoptic

 from the modern Latin genus name 
Sarcoptes

 (from Greek 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’) + -ic
 .





sarcosine

 
/ˈsärkəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline amino acid that occurs in the body as a product of the metabolism of creatine.

[Alternative name: 
N

 -methylglycine; chem. formula: CH3
 NHCH2
 COOH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sarx

 , 
sark-

 ‘flesh’ + -ine
 4
 .





sard

 
/särd/





I.
 
noun




a yellow or brownish-red variety of chalcedony.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
sarde

 or Latin 
sarda

 , from Greek 
sardios

 , probably from 
Sardō

 ‘Sardinia.’





Sardanapalus

 
/ˌsärdnˈäpələs/






the name given by ancient Greek historians to the last king of Assyria (died before 600 
BC

 ), portrayed as being notorious for his wealth and sensuality. It may not represent a specific historical person.









sardar

 
/sərˈdär /

 
sirdar





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Indian)

 a leader (often used as a proper name).




2.
 


(chiefly Indian)

 a Sikh (often used as a title or form of address).











– origin

 from Persian and Urdu 
sar-dār

 .






Sardegna

 
/särˈdenyə/






Italian name for Sardinia
 .










sardine1


 
/särˈdēn/





I.
 
noun




a young pilchard or other young or small herringlike fish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 pack closely together.








III.
 
phrases





packed like sardines






crowded very close together, as sardines are in cans.















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
sardina

 , from 
sarda

 , from Greek, probably from 
Sardō

 ‘Sardinia.’





sardine2


 
/särˈdēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for sardius
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
sardinos

 , variant of 
sardios

 (see sardius
 ).






Sardinia

 
/särˈdinēə/






a large Italian island in the Mediterranean Sea, west of Italy; pop. 1,671,001 (2008); capital, Cagliari. In 1720 it was joined with Savoy and Piedmont to form the kingdom of Sardinia; the kingdom formed the nucleus of the Risorgimento, becoming part of a unified Italy under Victor Emmanuel II of Sardinia in 1861.

Italian name Sardegna
 .









Sardinian

 
/särˈdinēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Sardinia, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Sardinia.




2.
 
the Romance language of Sardinia, which has several distinct dialects.













Sardis

 
/ˈsärdəs/






an ancient city in Asia Minor whose ruins lie near the western coast of modern Turkey, to the northeast of Izmir, the capital of Lydia.










sardius

 
/ˈsärdēəs/





I.
 
noun




a red precious stone mentioned in the Bible (e.g., Exod. 28:17) and in classical writings, probably ruby or carnelian.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
sardios

 .





sardonic

 
/särˈdänik/





I.
 
adjective




grimly mocking or cynical




•
 
Starkey attempted a sardonic smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sardonically

 
/särˈdänək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
sardonicism

 
/-ˈdänəˌsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
sardonique

 , earlier 
sardonien

 , via Latin from Greek 
sardonios

 ‘of Sardinia,’ alteration of 
sardanios

 , used by Homer to describe bitter or scornful laughter.





sardonyx

 
/särˈdäniks/





I.
 
noun




onyx in which white layers alternate with sard.











– origin

 Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
sardonux

 , probably from 
sardios

 ‘sardius’ + 
onux

 ‘onyx.’






sargasso

 
/särˈɡasō /

 
sargasso weed





I.
 
noun




another term for sargassum
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
sargaço

 , of unknown origin.





Sargasso Sea

 
/särˌɡasō ˈsē/






a region of the western Atlantic Ocean between the Azores and the Caribbean Sea, so called because of the prevalence in it of floating sargasso seaweed. It is the breeding place of eels from the rivers of Europe and eastern North America, and is known for its usually calm conditions.










sargassum

 
/särˈɡasəm /

 
sargassum weed





I.
 
noun




a brown seaweed with berrylike air bladders, typically forming large floating masses.

[Genus 
Sargassum

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Portuguese 
sargaço

 (see sargasso
 ).





sargassum fish






noun




a small toadfish that occurs worldwide, with a bizarre shape and intricate coloration to camouflage it among the floating sargassum weed that it frequents.

[
Histrio histrio

 , family 
Antennariidae

 .]













sarge

 
/särj/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 sergeant.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





Sargent, John Singer

 
/ˈsärjənt/






(1856–1925), US painter. He is best known for his portraiture in a style noted for its bold brushwork. He was much in demand in Parisian circles, but following a scandal over the supposed eroticism of 
Madame Gautreau

 (1884) he moved to London. In World War I, he worked as an official war artist.









Sargodha

 
/särˈɡōdə/






a city in north central Pakistan; pop. 586,900 (est. 2009).









Sargon

 
/ˈsärɡän/






(2334–2279 
BC

 ), the semilegendary founder of the ancient kingdom of Akkad.









Sargon II






(died 705 
BC

 ), king of Assyria 721–705 
BC

 . Probably a son of Tiglath-pileser III, he is noted for his conquest of cities in Syria and Palestine.









sari

 
/ˈsärē /

 
saree





I.
 
noun




a garment consisting of a length of cotton or silk elaborately draped around the body, traditionally worn by women from South Asia.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Hindi 
sāṛī

 .





sarin

 
/ˈsärin/





I.
 
noun




an organophosphorus nerve gas, developed in Germany during World War II.











– origin

 from German 
Sarin

 , of unknown origin.





sark

 
/särk/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a shirt or chemise.











– origin

 Old English 
serc

 , of Germanic origin.





Sarkozy, Nicolas

 
/särkōˈzē/






(1955–), French statesman, president 2007–2012.









sarky

 
/ˈsärkē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 sarcastic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sarkily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sarkiness

 
/ˈsärkēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Sarmatia

 
/särˈmāSH(ē)ə/






an ancient region, located north of the Black Sea, that extended from the Ural Mountains to the Don River.









Sarmatian

 
/särˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the ancient region of Sarmatia or its inhabitants




•
 
a band of Sarmatian knights.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the ancient region of Sarmatia




•
 
the Sarmatians fought as a heavy cavalry.



















Sarnoff, David

 
/ˈsärˌnôf, -ˌnäf/






(1891–1971), US broadcaster and businessman; born in Russia. A pioneer in the development of radio and television broadcasting in the US, he worked for the Radio Corporation of America (RCA) from 1919, founding the National Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) as part of it in 1926. He then served as president and chairman of RCA 1930–70.









sarod

 
/səˈrōd/





I.
 
noun




a lute used in classical northern Indian music, with four main strings.











– origin

 Urdu, from Persian 
surod

 ‘song, melody.’





sarong

 
/səˈrôNG/





I.
 
noun




a garment consisting of a long piece of cloth worn wrapped around the body and tucked at the waist or under the armpits, traditionally worn in Southeast Asia and now also by women in the West.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Malay, literally ‘sheath.’





Saronic Gulf

 
/səˌränik ˈɡəlf/






an inlet of the Aegean Sea on the coast of southeastern Greece. Athens and the port of Piraeus lie on its northern shores.









saros

 
/ˈseräs/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a period of about 18 years between repetitions of solar and lunar eclipses.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek, from Babylonian 
šār(u

 ) ‘3,600 (years),’ the sense apparently based on a misinterpretation of the number.





Saroyan, William

 
/səˈroi-ən/






(1908–81), US writer. His plays include 
The Time of Your Life

 (1939) and 
Razzle Dazzle

 (1942). He also wrote novels such as 
The Human Comedy

 (1943) and 
The Laughing Matter

 (1953). Some of his memoirs are recounted in 
Places Where I've Done Time

 (1972).









sarracenia

 
/ˌsarəˈsēnēə, ˌser-/





I.
 
noun




a North American pitcher plant of marshy places, some kinds of which are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Sarracenia

 , family 
Sarraceniaceae

 : several species, including the purple-flowered 
S. purpurea

 , which has become naturalized in Ireland.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Michel 
Sarrazin

 (died 1734), Canadian botanist.





Sarraute, Nathalie

 
/säˈrōt/






(1902–99), French writer; born in Russia; born 
Nathalie Ilyanova Tcherniak

 . Her novels included 
Portrait of a Man Unknown

 (1947) and 
Martereau

 (1953). Some of her essays are collected in 
The Age of Suspicion

 (1956).










Sarre

 
/sär/






French name for Saar
 .









sarrusophone

 
/səˈro͞ozəˌfōn, -ˈrəsə-/





I.
 
noun




a member of a family of wind instruments similar to saxophones but with a double reed like an oboe.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of W. 
Sarrus

 , the 19th-cent. French bandmaster who invented it, + -phone
 .





SARS

 
/särz/





I.
 
noun




a virulently infectious disease caused by a corona virus.











– origin

 2003: acronym from 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome

 .





sarsaparilla

 
/ˌsärs(ə)pəˈrilə ˌsaspəˈrilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preparation of the dried rhizomes of various plants, especially smilax, used to flavor some drinks and medicines and formerly as a tonic.




2.
 
a sweet drink flavored with sarsaparilla.




3.
 
the tropical American climbing plant from which sarsaparilla are generally obtained.

[Genus 
Smilax

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, in particular 
S. regelii

 , which is the chief source of commercial sarsaparilla.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
zarzaparilla

 , from 
zarza

 ‘bramble’ + a diminutive of 
parra

 ‘vine.’





sarsen

 
/ˈsärsən /

 
sarsen stone





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a silicified sandstone boulder of a kind that occurs on the chalk downs of southern England. Such stones were used in constructing Stonehenge and other prehistoric monuments.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably a variant of Saracen
 .





sarsenet

 
/ˈsärsnət /

 
sarcenet





I.
 
noun




a fine, soft silk fabric used as a lining material and in dressmaking.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
sarzinett

 , perhaps a diminutive of 
sarzin

 ‘Saracen,’ suggested by Old French 
drap sarrasinois

 ‘Saracen cloth.’






Sarto, Andrea del

 
/ˈsärtō/






(1486–1531), Italian painter; born 
Andrea d'Agnolo

 . He worked chiefly in Florence, where his works include fresco cycles in the church of Santa Annunziata and the series of grisailles in the cloister of the Scalzi (1511–26).









Sarton, May

 
/ˈsärtn/






(1912–95), US writer and poet; born in Belgium; born 
Eleanore Marie Sarton

 . Her many volumes of poetry include 
The Land of Silence

 (1953) and 
In Time Like Air

 (1958). She also wrote novels such as 
Faithful Are the Wounds

 (1955), 
Mrs. Stevens Hears the Mermaids Singing

 (1965), and 
As We Are Now

 (1973) and memoirs such as 
I Knew a Phoenix

 (1959), 
Plant Dreaming Deep

 (1968), and 
At Eighty-Two

 (1996).









sartorial

 
/särˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to tailoring, clothes, or style of dress




•
 
sartorial elegance.














II.
 
derivatives





sartorially






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
sartor

 ‘tailor’ (from 
sarcire

 ‘to patch’) + -ial
 .





sartorius

 
/särˈtôrēəs /

 
sartorius muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a long, narrow muscle running obliquely across the front of each thigh from the hipbone to the inside of the leg below the knee.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
sartor

 ‘tailor’ (because the muscle is used when adopting a cross-legged position, earlier associated with a tailor's sewing posture).





Sartre, Jean-Paul

 
/ˈsärt(rə)/






(1905–80), French philosopher, novelist, playwright, and critic. A leading existentialist, he dealt with the nature of human life and the structures of consciousness. He refused the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1964.









Sarum

 
/ˈserəm/






an old name for Salisbury, still used as the name of its diocese.









sarus crane

 
/ˈsärəs ˌkrān/





I.
 
noun




a large, red-headed crane found from India to the Philippines.

[
Grus antigone

 , family 
Gruidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
sarus

 from Sanskrit 
sārasa

 .





sarvodaya

 
/särˈvōdīə, -ˈvōdəyə/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 the economic and social development of the community as a whole, especially as advocated by Mahatma Gandhi.











– origin

 Sanskrit, from 
sarva

 ‘all’ + 
udaya

 ‘prosperity.’





SAS

 
/ˌes ˌā ˈes/






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Special Air Service.













Sasanian






adjective, noun




variant of Sassanian
 .













sasanqua

 
/səˈsäNGkwə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese camellia with fragrant white or pink flowers and seeds that yield tea oil.

[
Camellia sasanqua

 , family 
Theaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Japanese 
sasank(w)a

 .





SASE






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 self-addressed stamped envelope.













sash1


 
/saSH/





I.
 
noun




a long strip or loop of cloth worn over one shoulder or around the waist, especially as part of a uniform or official dress.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sashed

 
/saSHt /






adjective













2.
 
sashless






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier as 
shash

 , denoting fine fabric twisted around the head as a turban): from Arabic 
šāš

 ‘muslin, turban.’





sash2


 
/saSH/





I.
 
noun




a frame holding the glass in a window, typically one of two sliding frames.








II.
 
derivatives





sashed






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of chassis
 , interpreted as plural.





sashay

 
/saˈSHā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 walk in an ostentatious yet casual manner, typically with exaggerated movements of the hips and shoulders




•
 
Louise was sashaying along in a long black satin dress.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 perform the sashay.








II.
 
noun




(in American square dancing) a figure in which partners circle each other by taking sideways steps.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a verb): alteration of chassé
 .





sash cord

 
/ˈsaSH ˌkô(ə)rd/






noun




a strong cord attaching either of the sash weights of a sash window to a sash.













sashimi

 
/säˈSHēmē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of bite-sized pieces of raw fish eaten with soy sauce and wasabi paste




•
 
tuna sashimi.

















– origin

 Japanese.





sash weight

 
/ˈsaSH ˌwāt/






noun




a weight attached by a cord to each side of a window sash to balance it at any height.













Sask.






abbreviation




Saskatchewan.













Saskatchewan

 
/səˈskaCH(ə)wən saˈskaCH(ə)wən səˈskaCHəˌwän saˈskaCHəˌwän/





I.
 
a province in central Canada; pop. 968,157 (2006); capital, Regina.




II.
 
a river in Canada. Rising in two headstreams in the Rocky Mountains, it flows east for 370 miles (596 km) to Lake Winnipeg.









Saskatoon

 
/ˌsaskəˈto͞on/






a city in south central Saskatchewan in Canada, located in the Great Plains on the South Saskatchewan River; pop. 202,340 (2006).










Sasquatch

 
/ˈsaskwäCH, -kwaCH/





I.
 
noun




another term for Bigfoot
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Salish 
sésq῾əc

 .





sass

 
/sas /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




impudence; cheek




•
 
the kind of boy that wouldn't give you any sass.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be cheeky or rude to (someone)




•
 
we wouldn't have dreamed of sassing our parents.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of sauce
 .






sassaby

 
/ˈsasəbē /

 
tsessebi
 , tsessebe






noun




an antelope of a race found mainly in southern Africa.

[
Damaliscus lunatus lunatus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]













sassafras

 
/ˈsas(ə)ˌfras/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deciduous North American tree with aromatic leaves and bark. The leaves are infused to make tea or ground into filé.

[
Sassafras albidum

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]




2.
 
an extract of the leaves or bark of the sassafras, used medicinally or in perfumery.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Spanish 
sasafrás

 , based on Latin 
saxifraga

 ‘saxifrage.’






Sassanian

 
/səˈsānēən /

 
Sasanian
 , Sassanid





I.
 
adjective




relating to a dynasty that ruled Persia from the early 3rd century 
AD

 until the Arab Muslim conquest of 651.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Sassanian dynasty.











– origin

 from 
Sasan

 (the name of the grandfather or father of Ardashir, the first Sassanian) + -ian
 .





Sassenach

 
/ˈsasəˌnak /

 

‹Scottish Irish derogatory›






I.
 
noun




an English person.








II.
 
adjective




English.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a noun): from Scottish Gaelic 
Sasunnoch

 , Irish 
Sasanach

 , from Latin 
Saxones

 ‘Saxons.’





Sassoon, Siegfried

 
/səˈso͞on, sa-/






(1886–1967), English poet and novelist; full name 
Siegfried Lorraine Sassoon

 . His starkly realistic poems, written while serving in World War I, express his contempt for war leaders as well as his compassion for his comrades.









Sassoon, Vidal






(1928–2012), English hair stylist. After opening a London salon in 1953, he introduced several popular hairstyles that were named for him.









sassy

 
/ˈsasē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 lively, bold, and full of spirit; cheeky.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sassily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
sassiness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of saucy
 .





sastrugi

 
/səˈstro͞oɡē, saˈ-, ˈsastrə-/





I.
 
plural noun




parallel wavelike ridges caused by winds on the surface of hard snow, especially in polar regions.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian 
zastrugi

 ‘small ridges.’






sat

 
/sat/






past and past participle of sit
 .









SAT

 
/ˌesˌāˈtē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a test of a student's academic skills, used for admission to US colleges.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
Scholastic Assessment Test

 or 
Scholastic Aptitude Test

 .





Sat.






abbreviation




Saturday.














Satan

 
/ˈsātn/





I.
 
the Devil; Lucifer.







– origin

 Old English, via late Latin and Greek from Hebrew 
śāṭān

 , literally ‘adversary,’ from 
śāṭan

 ‘plot against.’





satang

 
/səˈtäNG/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Thailand, equal to one hundredth of a baht.











– origin

 Thai, from Pali 
sata

 ‘hundred.’





satanic

 
/səˈtanik sāˈtanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of Satan.




2.
 
connected with Satanism




•
 
a satanic cult.










3.
 
extremely evil or wicked.








II.
 
derivatives





satanically

 
/səˈtanək(ə)lē sāˈtanək(ə)lē /






adverb





















satanism

 
/ˈsātnˌizəm /

 
Satanism





I.
 
noun




the worship of Satan, typically involving a travesty of Christian symbols and practices, such as placing a cross upside down.








II.
 
derivatives





satanist

 
/ˈsātnəst /






noun, adjective





















satanize

 
/ˈsātnˌīz /

 
Satanize






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 portray as satanic or evil.













satay

 
/ˈsäˌtā /

 
saté





I.
 
noun




an Southeast Asian dish consisting of small pieces of meat grilled on a skewer and served with a spiced sauce that typically contains peanuts.











– origin

 from Malay 
satai

 , Indonesian 
sate

 .





SATB






abbreviation




soprano, alto, tenor, and bass (used to describe the constitution of a choir or to specify the singing voices required for a particular piece of music).













satchel

 
/ˈsaCHəl/





I.
 
noun




a bag carried on the shoulder by a long strap and typically closed by a flap.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sachel

 , from Latin 
saccellus

 ‘small bag.’





satchel charge






noun




an explosive on a board fitted with a rope or wire loop for carrying and attaching.













satcom

 
/ˈsatkäm /

 
SATCOM





I.
 
noun




satellite communications.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: blend.





satd.






abbreviation




saturated.














sate1


 
/sāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
satisfy (a desire or an appetite) to the full




•
 
sate your appetite at the resort's restaurant.










2.
 
supply (someone) with as much as or more of something than is desired or can be managed.








II.
 
derivatives





sateless






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably an alteration of dialect 
sade

 , from Old English 
sadian

 ‘become sated or weary’ (related to sad
 ). The change in the final consonant was due to association with satiate
 .





sate2


 
/sāt/






verb




archaic spelling of sat
 .













sateen

 
/saˈtēn səˈtēn/





I.
 
noun




a cotton fabric woven like satin with a glossy surface.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of satin
 , on the pattern of 
velveteen

 .






satellite

 
/ˈsadlˌīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
artificial satellite

 )
 — an artificial body placed in orbit around the earth or moon or another planet in order to collect information or for communication.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — transmitted by satellite; using or relating to satellite technology




•
 
satellite broadcasting.










3.
 
satellite television




•
 
a news service on satellite.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a celestial body orbiting the earth or another planet.




5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — something that is separated from or on the periphery of something else but is nevertheless dependent on or controlled by it




•
 
satellite offices in London and New York.










6.
 
a small country or state politically or economically dependent on another.




7.
 


[Biology]

 a portion of the DNA of a genome with repeating base sequences and of different density from the main sequence.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘follower, obsequious underling’): from French 
satellite

 or Latin 
satelles

 , 
satellit-

 ‘attendant.’






satellite dish

 
/ˈsadlˌīt ˌdiSH/






noun




a bowl-shaped antenna with which signals are transmitted to or received from a communications satellite.













satellite feed






noun




a live broadcast via satellite forming part of another program.













satellite television

 
/ˈsadlˌīt ˈteləˌviZHən/






noun




television broadcasting using a satellite to relay signals to appropriately equipped customers in a particular area.














satellitium

 
/ˌsatlˈitēəm, -ˈītēəm/






noun






[Astrology]

 a grouping of several planets in a sign.













sati

 
/səˈtē ˈsətē /

 
suttee





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the former Hindu practice of a widow throwing herself onto her husband's funeral pyre.




2.
 
a widow who committed sati.











– origin

 Hindi, from Sanskrit 
satī

 ‘faithful wife,’ from 
sat

 ‘good.’





Sati

 
/ˌsəˈtē, ˈsəˌtē /

 

‹Hinduism›







the wife of Shiva, reborn as Parvati. According to some accounts, she died by throwing herself into the sacred fire.










satiate

 
/ˈsāSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb




another term for sate
 1
 :




•
 
he folded up his newspaper, his curiosity satiated.














II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 satisfied to the full; satiated.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
satiable

 
/ˈsāSHəb(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
satiation

 
/ˌsāSHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
satiatus

 , past participle of 
satiare

 , from 
satis

 ‘enough.’





Satie, Erik

 
/säˈtē/






(1866–1925), French avant-garde composer; full name 
Erik Alfred Leslie Satie

 .









satiety

 
/səˈtīədē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly technical›

 the feeling or state of being sated.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
saciete

 , from Latin 
satietas

 , from 
satis

 ‘enough.’





satiety center






noun






[Physiology]

 an area of the brain situated in the hypothalamus and concerned with the regulation of food intake.














satin

 
/ˈsatn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smooth, glossy fabric, typically of silk, produced by a weave in which the threads of the warp are caught and looped by the weft only at certain intervals


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a blue satin dress.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or having a surface or finish resembling satin, produced on metal or other material




•
 
an aluminum alloy with a black satin finish.














II.
 
adjective




smooth like satin




•
 
a luxurious satin look.














III.
 
derivatives





satiny

 
/ˈsatnē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Arabic 
zaytūnī

 ‘of Tsinkiang,’ a town in China.





satinet

 
/ˌsatnˈet /

 
satinette






noun




a fabric with a similar finish to satin, made partly or wholly of cotton or synthetic fiber.













satin paper






noun




fine glossy paper, used for writing or printmaking.













satin spar






noun




a fibrous variety of gypsum with a pearly luster.













satin stitch






noun




a long straight embroidery stitch, closely placed parallel to similar stitches, giving the appearance of satin.













satin walnut






noun




see sweet gum
 .













satin weave






noun




a method of weaving fabric in which either the warp or the weft predominates on the surface.













satinwood

 
/ˈsatnˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
glossy yellowish timber from a tropical tree, valued for cabinetwork.




2.
 
the tropical hardwood tree that produces satinwood.

[Two species in the family 
Rutaceae

 : 
Ceylon satinwood

 (
Chloroxylon swietenia

 ), native to India and Sri Lanka, and 
West Indian satinwood

 (
Zanthoxylum flava

 ), native to the Caribbean, Bermuda, and southern Florida.]




3.
 
used in names of trees which yield high-quality timber resembling satinwood, e.g., 
Nigerian satinwood

 .














satire

 
/ˈsaˌtī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's stupidity or vices, particularly in the context of contemporary politics and other topical issues.




2.
 
a play, novel, film, or other work that uses satire




•
 
a stinging 
satire on

 American politics.










3.
 
a genre of literature characterized by the use of satire.




4.
 
(in Latin literature) a literary miscellany, especially a poem ridiculing prevalent vices or follies.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
satira

 , later form of 
satura

 ‘poetic medley.’





satirical

 
/səˈtirək(ə)l /

 
satiric





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or using satire




•
 
a New York-based satirical magazine.










2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) sarcastic, critical, and mocking another's weaknesses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
satiric

 
/səˈtirək /






adjective













2.
 
satirically

 
/səˈtirək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
satiricus

 (from 
satira

 ‘poetic medley’: see satire
 ) + -al
 .





satirist

 
/ˈsad(ə)rəst/






noun




a writer or user of satire




•
 
the political satirist had the audience in stitches




•
 
the first-century Roman satirist Juvenal.



















satirize

 
/ˈsadəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deride and criticize by means of satire




•
 
Aristophanes satirized the lack of respect for the laws.














II.
 
derivatives





satirization

 
/ˌsatərəˈzāSHən /






noun





















satisfaction

 
/ˌsadəsˈfakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fulfillment of one's wishes, expectations, or needs, or the pleasure derived from this




•
 
he smiled with satisfaction




•
 
managing directors seeking greater job satisfaction.










2.
 


[Law]

 the payment of a debt or fulfillment of an obligation or claim




•
 
in 
full and final satisfaction

 of the claim.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — what is felt to be owed or due to one, especially in reparation of an injustice or wrong




•
 
the work will come to a halt if the electricity and telephone people don't 
get satisfaction

 .










4.
 


[Christian Theology]

 Christ's atonement for sin.




5.
 


‹historical›

 the opportunity to defend one's honor in a duel




•
 
I 
demand

 the 
satisfaction

 of a gentleman.














II.
 
phrases





to one's satisfaction






so that one is satisfied




•
 
some amendments were made, not entirely to his satisfaction.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
satisfactio(n-)

 , from 
satisfacere

 ‘satisfy, content’ (see satisfy
 ). The earliest recorded use referred to the last part of religious penance after “contrition” and “confession”: this involved fulfillment of the observance required by the confessor, in contrast with the current meaning ‘fulfillment of one's own expectations.’





satisfactorily

 
/ˌsadisˈfakt(ə)rəlē/






adverb




in a way that fulfills expectations or needs; acceptably




•
 
the matter is considered to be satisfactorily resolved




•
 
the plan has not worked satisfactorily.



















satisfactory

 
/ˌsadəsˈfaktərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fulfilling expectations or needs; acceptable, though not outstanding or perfect




•
 
the brakes are satisfactory if not particularly powerful.










2.
 
(of a patient in a hospital) not deteriorating or likely to die.




3.
 


[Law]

 (of evidence or a verdict) sufficient for the needs of the case.








II.
 
derivatives





satisfactoriness

 
/ˌsadəˈsfakt(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘leading to the atonement of sin’): from Old French 
satisfactoire

 or medieval Latin 
satisfactorius

 , from Latin 
satisfacere

 ‘to content’ (see satisfy
 ). The current senses date from the mid 17th cent. / 
usage:

 The adjectives 
satisfactory

 and 
satisfying

 are closely related (both deriving from the Latin satis ‘enough’ + facere ‘to make’), but there is an important distinction. 
Satisfactory

 denotes the meeting or fulfillment of expectations, standards, or requirements: the car's 
satisfactory

 performance in its first three road tests. 
Satisfying

 denotes the same, but goes further to connote the pleasure or enjoyment derived from the satisfaction: it was a 
satisfying

 one-dish meal.





satisfice

 
/ˈsadəsˌfīs/






verb




accept an available option as satisfactory




•
 
it talks about telling you not to just satisfice but to always look for the best.



















satisfied

 
/ˈsadəsˌfīd/






adjective




contented; pleased




•
 
satisfied customers




•
 
she was very 
satisfied with

 the results.




















satisfy

 
/ˈsadəsˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
meet the expectations, needs, or desires of (someone)




•
 
I have never been 
satisfied with

 my job




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
wealth, the promise of the eighties, has failed to satisfy.










2.
 
fulfill (a desire or need)




•
 
social services is trying to satisfy the needs of so many different groups.










3.
 
provide (someone) with adequate information or proof so that they are convinced about something


[with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]


•
 
people need to be satisfied that the environmental assessments are accurate




•
 
the chief engineer 
satisfied himself

 that it was not a weapon.










4.
 
adequately meet or comply with (a condition, obligation, or demand)




•
 
the whole team is working to satisfy demand.










5.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a quantity) make (an equation) true.




6.
 
pay off (a debt or creditor)




•
 
there was insufficient collateral to satisfy the loan.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
satisfiability

 
/ˌsatisˌfīəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
satisfiable

 
/ˈsadəˌsfīəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
satisfier

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
satisfacere

 ‘to content,’ from 
satis

 ‘enough’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





satisfying

 
/ˈsadəsˌfīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




giving fulfillment or the pleasure associated with this




•
 
Fleischer's performance was consummately musical and deeply satisfying.

















usage:

 See usage at satisfactory
 .





satisfyingly

 
/ˈsadəˌsfīiNGlē/






adverb




in a way that gives fulfillment or the pleasure associated with this




•
 
she neatly and satisfyingly ties up the loose ends in the story




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the pancake was satisfyingly substantial.



















satnav

 
/ˈsatnav/





I.
 
noun




navigation dependent on information received from satellites.











– origin

 1970s: blend of satellite
 and navigation
 .





satori

 
/səˈtôrē/





I.
 
noun






[Buddhism]

 sudden enlightenment




•
 
the road that leads to satori.

















– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘awakening.’





satrap

 
/ˈsāˌtrap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a provincial governor in the ancient Persian empire.




2.
 
any subordinate or local ruler.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
satrape

 or Latin 
satrapa

 , based on Old Persian 
kšathra-pāvan

 ‘country-protector.’





satrapy

 
/ˈsātrəpē, ˈsa-/






noun




a province governed by a satrap.













satsang

 
/ˈsatsaNG/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a spiritual discourse or sacred gathering.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
satsaṅga

 ‘association with good men.’





satsuma

 
/satˈso͞omə ˈsatsəmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tangerine of a hardy loose-skinned variety, originally grown in Japan.




2.
 
(
Satsuma

 or 
Satsuma ware

 )
 — Japanese pottery from Satsuma, ranging from simple 17th-century earthenware to later work made for export to Europe, often elaborately painted, with a crackled cream-colored glaze.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the province Satsuma
 .






Satsuma

 
/satˈso͞omə, ˈsatsəˌmä/






a former province of southwestern Japan that was located on the southwestern peninsula of Kyushu island, also known as the Satsuma Peninsula.









sattva

 
/ˈsətvə/






adjective




(in Ayurveda) the element or mode of prakriti associated with purity, wholesomeness, and virtue.














sattvic

 
/ˈsətvik/






adjective




(in Ayurveda) denoting a class of foods that are fresh, juicy, light, nourishing, and tasty, and thus give necessary energy to the body and help achieve balance.

Compare rajasic
 , tamasic
 .













saturate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsaCHəˌrāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to become thoroughly soaked with liquid so that no more can be absorbed




•
 
the soil is saturated.










2.
 
cause (a substance) to combine with, dissolve, or hold the greatest possible quantity of another substance




•
 
the groundwater is 
saturated with

 calcium hydroxide.










3.
 
magnetize or charge (a substance or device) fully.




4.
 


[Electronics]

 put (a device) into a state in which no further increase in current is achievable.




5.
 
(usu. 
be saturated with

 )
 — fill (something or someone) with something until no more can be held or absorbed




•
 
they've become thoroughly saturated with powerful and seductive messages from the media.










6.
 
supply (a market) beyond the point at which the demand for a product is satisfied




•
 
Japan's electronics industry began to saturate the world markets.










7.
 
overwhelm (an enemy target area) by concentrated bombing.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsaCHərət /
 (usu. 
saturates

 )


1.
 
a saturated fat.








III.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈsaCHərət /



1.
 


‹literary›

 saturated with moisture.








IV.
 
derivatives





saturable

 
/ˈsaCH(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹technical›





















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘satisfied’): from Latin 
saturat-

 ‘filled, glutted,’ from the verb 
saturare

 , from 
satur

 ‘full.’ The early sense of the verb (mid 16th cent.) was ‘satisfy’; the noun dates from the 1950s.





saturated

 
/ˈsaCHəˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
holding as much water or moisture as can be absorbed; thoroughly soaked.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solution) containing the largest possible amount of a particular solute.




3.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — having or holding as much as can be absorbed of something




•
 
the glitzy, media-saturated plasticity of Los Angeles.










4.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an organic molecule) containing the greatest possible number of hydrogen atoms, and so having no carbon–carbon double or triple bonds.




5.
 
denoting fats containing a high proportion of fatty acid molecules without double bonds, considered to be less healthy in the diet than unsaturated fats.




6.
 
(of color) very bright, full, and free from an admixture of white




•
 
intense and saturated color.



















saturated fat






noun




a type of fat containing a high proportion of fatty acid molecules without double bonds, considered to be less healthy in the diet than unsaturated fat




•
 
skimmed milk has only a trace of saturated fat




•
 
foods high in saturated fats.



















saturation

 
/ˌsaCHəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the state or process that occurs when no more of something can be absorbed, combined with, or added.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the degree or extent to which something is dissolved or absorbed compared with the maximum possible, usually expressed as a percentage.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — to a very full extent, especially beyond the point regarded as necessary or desirable




•
 
saturation bombing.










4.
 
(also 
color saturation

 )
 — (especially in photography) the intensity of a color, expressed as the degree to which it differs from white.













saturation diving






noun




deep-sea diving in which the diver's bloodstream is saturated with helium or other suitable gas at the pressure of the surrounding water, so that the decompression time afterward is independent of the duration of the dive.













saturation point

 
/ˌsaCHəˈrāSHən ˌpoint/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the stage at which no more of a substance can be absorbed into a vapor or dissolved into a solution.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the stage beyond which no more of something can be absorbed or accepted.













Saturday

 
/ˈsadərˌdā ˈsadərdē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Sunday and following Friday, and (together with Sunday) forming part of the weekend




•
 
I am going to see 
Twelfth Night

 
on Saturday






•
 
the counter is closed on Saturdays and Sundays




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Saturday night.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Saturday




•
 
he made his first appearance Saturday.










2.
 
(
Saturdays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Saturdays; each Saturday




•
 
they sleep late Saturdays.

















– origin

 Old English 
Sætern(es)dæg

 , translation of Latin 
Saturni dies

 ‘day of Saturn’; compare with Dutch 
zaterdag

 . / The days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, which in turn were named after gods. In most cases the Germanic names substituted the name of a comparable Germanic god for the Roman god's name, but in the case of Saturday the Roman name was retained.





Saturday night special

 
/ˈsadərˌdā ˈsadərdē nīt ˈspeSHəl/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a cheap, low-caliber pistol or revolver, easily obtained and concealed.














Saturn

 
/ˈsadərn/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 an ancient god, regarded as a god of agriculture.

[from Latin 
Saturnus

 , perhaps from Etruscan.]




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the sixth planet from the sun in the solar system, circled by a system of broad, flat rings.

Saturn orbits between Jupiter and Uranus at an average distance of 887 million miles (1,427 million km) from the sun. It is a gas giant with an equatorial diameter of 74,600 miles (120,000 km), with a conspicuous ring system extending out to a distance twice as great.The planet has a dense, hydrogen-rich atmosphere similar to that of Jupiter but with less distinct banding. There are at least eighteen satellites, the largest of which is Titan, and including small shepherd satellites that orbit close to two of the rings.




III.
 
a series of US space rockets, of which the very large 
Saturn V

 was used as the launch vehicle for the Apollo missions of 1968–72.









Saturnalia

 
/satərˈnālyə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the ancient Roman festival of Saturn in December, which was a period of general merrymaking and was the predecessor of Christmas.




2.
 
(
saturnalia

 )
 — an occasion of wild revelry.








II.
 
derivatives





saturnalian

 
/ˌsadərˈnālēən /






adjective



















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘matters relating to Saturn,’ neuter plural of 
Saturnalis

 .





Saturnian

 
/səˈtərnēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the planet Saturn.




2.
 
another term for saturnine
 .













saturniid

 
/səˈtərniid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a silkworm moth of a family (
Saturniidae

 ) that includes the emperor moths and the giant Indian silk moths. They typically have prominent eyespots on the wings.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Saturniidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Saturnia

 .






saturnine

 
/ˈsadərˌnīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their manner) slow and gloomy




•
 
a saturnine temperament.










2.
 
(of a person or their features) dark in coloring and moody or mysterious




•
 
his saturnine face and dark, watchful eyes.










3.
 
(of a place or an occasion) gloomy.








II.
 
derivatives





saturninely






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in astrology): from Old French 
saturnin

 , from medieval Latin 
Saturninus

 ‘of Saturn’ (identified with lead by the alchemists and associated with slowness and gloom by astrologers).





saturnism

 
/ˈsadərˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for lead poisoning
 .








II.
 
derivatives





saturnic

 
/səˈtərnik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Saturn
 in the obsolete alchemical sense ‘lead’ + -ism
 .





satyagraha

 
/səˈtyäɡrəhə, ˈsətyəˌɡrəhə/





I.
 
noun




a policy of passive political resistance, especially that advocated by Mahatma Gandhi against British rule in India.











– origin

 Sanskrit, from 
satya

 ‘truth’ + 
āgraha

 ‘obstinacy.’






satyr

 
/ˈsadər ˈsādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 one of a class of lustful, drunken woodland gods. In Greek art they were represented as a man with a horse's ears and tail, but in Roman representations as a man with a goat's ears, tail, legs, and horns.




2.
 
a man who has strong sexual desires.




3.
 
a satyrid butterfly with chiefly dark brown wings.

[Tribes 
Satyrini

 (including the Eurasian genus 
Satyrus

 ) and 
Euptychiini

 (the American 
wood satyrs

 ), subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





satyric

 
/səˈtirik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
satyre

 , or via Latin from Greek 
saturos

 .






satyriasis

 
/ˌsadəˈrīəsəs ˌsādəˈrīəsəs/





I.
 
noun




uncontrollable or excessive sexual desire in a man.

Compare with nymphomania
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
saturiasis

 , from 
saturos

 (see satyr
 ).





satyrid

 
/ˈsatərid, ˈsā-/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a butterfly of a group that includes the browns, heaths, ringlets, and related species. They typically have brown wings with small eyespots and many live in woodland and breed on grasses.

Also called brown
 . [Subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 (formerly the family 
Satyridae

 ).]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Satyridae

 (plural), from Latin 
Satyrus

 (see satyr
 ), used as a genus name.






sauce

 
/sôs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
thick liquid served with food, usually savory dishes, to add moistness and flavor




•
 
tomato sauce




•
 
the cubes can be added to soups and sauces.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 stewed fruit, especially apples, eaten as dessert or used as a garnish.




3.
 
(
the sauce

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 alcoholic drink




•
 
she's been 
on the sauce

 for years.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 impertinence.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be sauced

 )
 — provide a sauce for (something); season with a sauce.




2.
 
make more interesting and exciting.




3.
 


‹informal›

 be rude or impudent to (someone).








III.
 
derivatives





sauceless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
salsus

 ‘salted,’ past participle of 
salere

 ‘to salt,’ from 
sal

 ‘salt.’ Compare with salad
 .





sauceboat

 
/ˈsôsbōt/






noun




a boat-shaped vessel used for serving gravy or sauce.













sauced

 
/sôst/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 drunk.













saucepan

 
/ˈsôsˌpan/





I.
 
noun




a deep cooking pan, typically round, made of metal, and with one long handle and a lid.








II.
 
derivatives





saucepanful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun





















saucer

 
/ˈsôsər/





I.
 
noun




a shallow dish, typically having a circular indentation in the center, on which a cup is placed.








II.
 
phrases





have eyes like saucers






have one's eyes opened wide in amazement.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saucerful

 
/ˈsôsərˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
saucerless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a condiment dish): from Old French 
saussier(e

 ) ‘sauceboat,’ probably suggested by late Latin 
salsarium

 .





saucier

 
/sôsˈyā, ˈsôsēər/





I.
 
noun




a chef who prepares sauces.











– origin

 French.





saucisson

 
/ˌsōsēˈsän/





I.
 
noun




a large, thick French sausage, typically firm in texture and flavored with herbs.











– origin

 French, literally ‘large sausage.’






saucy

 
/ˈsôsē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 impudent; flippant




•
 
a saucy remark.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 bold and lively; smart-looking




•
 
a hat with a saucy brim.










3.
 


‹informal›

 sexually suggestive, typically in a way intended to be lighthearted




•
 
saucy songs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
saucily

 
/ˈsôsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sauciness

 
/ˈsôsēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘savory, flavored with sauce’): from sauce
 + -y
 1
 .





saudade

 
/souˈdädə/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of longing, melancholy, or nostalgia that is supposedly characteristic of the Portuguese or Brazilian temperament.











– origin

 Portuguese.





Saudi

 
/ˈsoudē ˈsôdē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Saudi Arabia or its ruling dynasty.








II.
 
noun




a citizen of Saudi Arabia, or a member of its ruling dynasty.











– origin

 from the name of Abdul-Aziz ibn 
Saud

 (1880–1953), first king of Saudi Arabia.





Saudi Arabia

 
/ˌsoudē əˈrābēə ˌsôdē əˈrābēə/







1.
 
a country in southwestern Asia that occupies most of the Arabian peninsula; pop. 28,686,600 (est. 2009); capital, Riyadh; language, Arabic (official).





The birthplace of Islam in the 7th century, Saudi Arabia emerged from the Arab revolt against the Turks during World War I to become an independent kingdom in 1932. Since World War II, the economy has been revolutionized by the exploitation of the area's oil resources, and Saudi Arabia is the largest oil producer in the Middle East. It is ruled by the house of Saud along traditional Islamic lines.









Saudi Arabian

 
/ˌsoudē əˈrābēən ˌsôdē əˈrābēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Saudi Arabia or its people




•
 
traditional Saudi Arabian dress.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Saudi Arabia




•
 
the concept of origin is strong among many Saudi Arabians.



















sauerbraten

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌbrätn/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dish of German origin consisting of beef that is marinated in vinegar with peppercorns, onions, and other seasonings before cooking.











– origin

 from German, from 
sauer

 ‘sour’ + 
Braten

 ‘roast meat.’





sauerkraut

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌkrout/





I.
 
noun




chopped cabbage that has been pickled in brine.











– origin

 from German, from 
sauer

 ‘sour’ + 
Kraut

 ‘vegetable.’





sauger

 
/ˈsôɡər/





I.
 
noun




a slender North American pikeperch with silver eyes, which is active at twilight and at night.

[
Stizostedion canadense

 , family 
Percidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Saugus

 
/ˈsôɡəs/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, north of Boston, site of the first US ironworks (established in 1646); pop. 27,478 (est. 2008).









Sauk

 
/sôk /

 
Sac





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people inhabiting parts of the central US, formerly in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa, now in Oklahoma and Kansas.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Sauk.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sauk or their language.











– origin

 from Canadian French 
Saki

 , from Ojibwa 
osākī

 ‘(people of the) river mouth.’





Saul

 
/sôl/






(in the Bible) the first king of Israel (11th century 
BC

 ).









Sault Sainte Marie

 
/ˌso͞o ˌsānt məˈrē/






each of two North American river ports that face each other across the falls of the St. Mary's River, between lakes Superior and Huron. The northern port (pop. 74,948 (2006) lies in Ontario, Canada, while the southern port (pop. 14,087, est. 2008) is in the US state of Michigan. A system of canals serves to bypass the falls on either side of the river.









sauna

 
/ˈsônə ˈsounə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small room used as a hot-air or steam bath for cleaning and refreshing the body




•
 


‹figurative›

 the air-con was broken—the place was like a sauna.










2.
 
a session in a sauna.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Finnish.





saunders

 
/ˈsôndərz/






noun




var. of sanders
 .













saunter

 
/ˈsôn(t)ər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk in a slow, relaxed manner, without hurry or effort




•
 
Adam sauntered into the room.














II.
 
noun




a leisurely stroll




•
 
a quiet saunter down the road.














III.
 
derivatives





saunterer

 
/ˈsôn(t)ərər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘to muse, wonder’): of unknown origin. The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent.






-saur





I.
 
combining form




forming names of reptiles, especially extinct ones




•
 
ichthyosaur




•
 
stegosaur.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard’; compare with -saurus
 , a suffix of modern Latin genus names.






Sauria

 
/ˈsôrēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
former term for Lacertilia
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





saurian

 
/ˈsôrēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or like a lizard.








II.
 
noun




any large reptile, especially a dinosaur or other extinct form.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Sauria

 (see Sauria
 ) + -an
 .






saurischian

 
/sôˈriskēən /

 

‹Paleontology›






I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting dinosaurs of an order distinguished by having a pelvic structure resembling that of lizards.

Compare with ornithischian
 .








II.
 
noun




a saurischian dinosaur.

[Order 
Saurischia

 , superorder 
Dinosauria

 ; comprises the carnivorous theropods and the herbivorous sauropods.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the modern Latin plural 
Saurischia

 (from Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard’ + 
iskhion

 ‘hip joint’) + -an
 .






sauropod

 
/ˈsôrəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun




a very large quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur with a long neck and tail, small head, and massive limbs.

[Infraorder 
Sauropoda

 , suborder 
Sauropodomorpha

 , order 
Saurischia

 ; e.g., apatosaurus, brachiosaurus, and diplodocus.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Sauropoda

 (plural), from Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’






-saurus





I.
 
combining form




forming genus names of reptiles, especially extinct ones




•
 
stegosaurus.

















– origin

 modern Latin.






saury

 
/ˈsôrē/





I.
 
noun




a long slender-bodied edible marine fish with an elongated snout.

[Family 
Scomberesocidae

 : four genera and species, including 
Scomberesox saurus

 of the Atlantic (also called skipper
 2
 ), and 
Cololabis saira

 of the Pacific.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps via late Latin from Greek 
sauros

 ‘horse mackerel.’





sausage

 
/ˈsôsij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylindrical length of minced and seasoned pork, beef, or other meat encased in a skin, typically sold raw to be grilled, boiled, or fried before eating.




2.
 
minced and seasoned meat that has been encased in a skin and cooked or preserved, sold mainly to be eaten cold in slices




•
 
smoked German sausage.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — used in references to the characteristic cylindrical shape of sausages




•
 
mold into a sausage shape.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
saussiche

 , from medieval Latin 
salsicia

 , from Latin 
salsus

 ‘salted’ (see sauce
 ).





Sausalito

 
/ˌsôsəˈlēdō/






a city in northwestern California, across the Golden Gate from San Francisco, a noted artists' colony; pop. 7,158 (est. 2008).









Saussure, Ferdinand de

 
/sōˈso͝or, -ˈsYr/






(1857–1913), Swiss linguistics scholar. He was one of the founders of modern linguistics, and his work was fundamental to the development of structuralism.









sauté

 
/sōˈtā sôˈtā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — fried quickly in a little hot fat




•
 
sauté potatoes.










2.
 


[Ballet]

 a jump off both feet, landing in the same position.








II.
 
noun




a dish consisting of ingredients that have been sautéed.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fry quickly in a little hot fat




•
 
sauté the onions in the olive oil.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘jumped,’ past participle of 
sauter

 .





Sauternes

 
/sōˈtərn sôˈtərn/






noun




a sweet white wine from Sauternes in the Bordeaux region of France.













sauve qui peut

 
/ˌsōv kē ˈpər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a general stampede, panic, or disorder.











– origin

 French, literally ‘save who can.’





Sauvignon

 
/ˌsōvinˈyôN, -vēˈnyôN /

 
Sauvignon Blanc





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white wine grape.




2.
 
a white wine made from the Sauvignon grape.











– origin

 French.





savage

 
/ˈsavij/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal or force of nature) fierce, violent, and uncontrolled




•
 
tales of a savage beast




•
 
a week of savage storms.










2.
 
cruel and vicious; aggressively hostile




•
 
they launched a savage attack on the budget.










3.
 
(chiefly in historical or literary contexts) primitive; uncivilized.




4.
 
(of a place) wild-looking and inhospitable; uncultivated.




5.
 
(of something bad or negative) very great; severe




•
 
this would deal a savage blow to the government's fight.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly in historical or literary contexts) a member of a people regarded as primitive and uncivilized.




2.
 
a brutal or vicious person




•
 
the mother of one of the victims has described his assailants as savages.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a dog or wild animal) attack ferociously and maul




•
 
ewes savaged by marauding dogs.










2.
 
subject to a vicious verbal attack; criticize brutally




•
 
Fowler savaged her in his next review.














IV.
 
derivatives





savageness

 
/ˈsavijnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sauvage

 ‘wild,’ from Latin 
silvaticus

 ‘of the woods,’ from 
silva

 ‘a wood.’





savagely

 
/ˈsavijlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a fierce, violent, and uncontrolled manner




•
 
a schoolgirl has been savagely attacked by a dog.










2.
 
in an aggressively hostile manner




•
 
he savagely criticized the Prime Minister.










3.
 
to a very great and severe degree




•
 
corporations have savagely cut costs to boost profits




•
 
civil liberties would be savagely affected.



















savagery

 
/ˈsavijrē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being fierce or cruel




•
 
a crime of the utmost savagery.




•
 
she was treated with particular savagery by cartoonists.










2.
 
(chiefly in historical or literary contexts) the condition of being primitive or uncivilized




•
 
without adult society, the children descend into savagery.




•
 
the progress of civilization over savagery.



















Savai'i

 
/səˈvīē /

 
Savaii






a mountainous volcanic island in the southwestern Pacific, the largest of the Samoan islands.









savanna

 
/səˈvanə /

 
savannah





I.
 
noun




a grassy plain in tropical and subtropical regions, with few trees.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
sabana

 , from Taino 
zavana

 .





Savannah

 
/səˈvanə/






a port in Georgia, just south of the border with South Carolina, on the Savannah River close to its outlet on the Atlantic; pop. 132,410 (est. 2008).









Savannah River






a river that flows for 315 miles (506 km), mostly along the border of Georgia and South Carolina, to reach the Atlantic Ocean near Savannah.









savannah sparrow

 
/səˈvanə ˌsperō/






noun




a small sparrow common throughout most of North America.

[
Passerculus sandwichensis

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .]













savant

 
/saˈvän(t) säˈvän(t)/





I.
 
noun




a learned person, especially a distinguished scientist.

See also idiot savant
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: French, literally ‘knowing (person),’ present participle (used as a noun) of 
savoir

 .





savarin

 
/ˈsavərin/





I.
 
noun




a light ring-shaped cake made with yeast and soaked in liqueur-flavored syrup.











– origin

 named after Anthelme Brillat-
Savarin

 (1755–1826), French gastronome.





savate

 
/səˈvat/





I.
 
noun




a French method of fighting in which feet and fists are used.











– origin

 French, originally denoting an ill-fitting shoe.






save1


 
/sāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep safe or rescue (someone or something) from harm or danger




•
 
she 
saved

 a boy 
from

 drowning.










2.
 
prevent (someone) from dying




•
 
the doctors did everything they could to save him.










3.
 
(in Christian use) preserve (a person's soul) from damnation.




4.
 
keep (someone) in health (used in exclamations and formulaic expressions)




•
 
God save the Queen.










5.
 
keep and store up (something, especially money) for future use




•
 
she had never been able to save much from her salary




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you can 
save up for

 retirement in a number of ways.










6.
 


[Computing]

 keep (data) by moving a copy to a storage location, especially from memory




•
 


save

 it 
to

 a new file.










7.
 
preserve (something) by not expending or using it




•
 
save your strength till later.










8.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (
save it

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to tell someone to stop talking




•
 
save it, Joey—I'm in big trouble now.










9.
 
avoid the need to use up or spend (money, time, or other resources)




•
 


save

 $20 
on

 a new camcorder




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
an efficient dishwasher would save them one year and three months at the sink.










10.
 
avoid, lessen, or guard against




•
 
this approach saves wear and tear on the books




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the statement was made to save the government some embarrassment.










11.
 
prevent an opponent from scoring (a goal or point) in a game or from winning (the game)




•
 
the powerful German saved three match points.










12.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a relief pitcher in certain game situations) finish (a game) while preserving a winning position gained by another pitcher.




13.
 


[Soccer]

 
[Hockey]

 (of a goalkeeper) stop (a shot) from entering the goal.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 an instance of a relief pitcher saving a game.




2.
 


[chiefly Soccer]

 
[Hockey]

 an act of preventing an opponent's scoring




•
 
the keeper made a great save.










3.
 


[Bridge]

 another term for sacrifice
 .




4.
 


[Computing]

 an act of saving data to a storage location, usually the hard drive




•
 
the recovery feature enables you to retrieve most of the edits you made since the last save.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
save one's breath






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — not bother to say something because it is pointless.









2.
 
save the day






find or provide a solution to a difficulty or disaster.









3.
 
save (someone's) face






see face
 .









4.
 
save someone's life





a.
 
prevent someone's dying by taking specific action.




b.
 
(
cannot do something to save one's life

 )
 — be completely incompetent at doing something




•
 
Adrian couldn't draw to save his life.















5.
 
save someone's skin (or neck or hide)






rescue someone from danger or difficulty.









6.
 
save someone the trouble (or bother)






avoid involving someone in useless or pointless effort




•
 
write it down and 
save yourself the trouble of

 remembering.


















IV.
 
derivatives





savable

 
/ˈsāvəb(ə)l /

 
saveable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sauver

 , from late Latin 
salvare

 , from Latin 
salvus

 ‘safe.’ The noun dates from the late 19th cent.






save2


 
/sāv/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction






‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 except; other than




•
 
no one needed to know save herself




•
 
the kitchen was empty 
save for

 Boris.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sauf

 , 
sauve

 , from Latin 
salvo

 , 
salva

 (ablative singular of 
salvus

 ‘safe’), used in phrases such as 
salvo jure, salva innocentia

 ‘with no violation of right or innocence.’





saver

 
/ˈsāvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who regularly saves money through a bank or recognized scheme.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — an object, action, or process that prevents a particular kind of resource from being used up or expended




•
 
a great space-saver.



















savin

 
/ˈsavin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bushy Eurasian juniper that typically has horizontally spreading branches.

[
Juniperus sabina

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]




2.
 
an extract obtained from the savin, formerly used as an abortifacient.




3.
 
another term for eastern red cedar (see red cedar
 ).











– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
savine

 , from Latin 
sabina (herba

 ) ‘Sabine (herb).’





saving

 
/ˈsāviNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an economy of or reduction in money, time, or another resource




•
 
this resulted in a considerable 
saving in

 development costs.










2.
 
(usu. 
one's savings

 )
 — the money one has saved, especially through a bank or official scheme




•
 
the agents were cheating them out of their 
life savings

 .










3.
 


[Law]

 a reservation; an exception.








II.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
preventing waste of a particular resource




•
 
a fuel-saving vehicle.














III.
 
preposition



1.
 
with the exception of; except.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 with due respect to.











– origin

 Middle English: from save
 1
 ; the preposition probably from save
 2
 , on the pattern of 
touching

 . / 
usage:

 Use 
savings

 in the modifying position (savings bank, savings bond) and when referring to money saved in a bank: your 
savings

 are fully insured. When speaking of an act of saving, as when one obtains a discount on a purchase, the preferred form is 
saving

 : with this coupon you will receive a 
saving

 of $3 (not a 
savings

 of $3).





saving grace

 
/ˈsāviNG ɡrās/






noun



1.
 
the redeeming grace of God.




2.
 
a redeeming quality or characteristic.













savings account

 
/ˈsāviNGz əˌkount/






noun




a bank account that earns interest.














savings and loan

 
/ˈsāviNGz and (ə)n(d) lōn /

 
savings and loan association






noun




an institution that accepts savings at interest and lends money to savers chiefly for home mortgage loans and may offer checking accounts and other services.













savings bank

 
/ˈsāviNGz baNGk/






noun




a financial institution that receives savings accounts and pays interest to depositors.













savings bond

 
/ˈsāviNGz bänd/






noun




a bond issued by the government and sold to the general public.













savior

 
/ˈsāvyər /

 


‹Brit.›

 saviour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who saves someone or something (especially a country or cause) from danger, and who is regarded with the veneration of a religious figure.




2.
 
(
the/our Savior

 )
 — (in Christianity) God or Jesus Christ as the redeemer of sin and saver of souls.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sauveour

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
salvator

 (translating Greek 
sōtēr

 ), from late Latin 
salvare

 ‘to save.’





savior sibling

 
/ˈsāvyər ˌsibliNG/






noun




a child conceived through selective in vitro fertilization as a potential source of donor organs or cells for an existing brother or sister with a life-threatening medical condition.













savoir faire

 
/ˌsavwär ˈfer/





I.
 
noun




the ability to act or speak appropriately in social situations.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘know how to do.’





Savonarola, Girolamo

 
/ˌsavənəˈrōlə, səˌvänə-/






(1452–98), Italian preacher and religious reformer. A Dominican monk and strict ascetic, he was popular for his passionate preaching against immorality and corruption. Although he became virtual ruler of Florence (1494–95), he was excommunicated in 1497 and later executed as a heretic.









Savonnerie carpet

 
/saˌvänərē ˈkärpət/





I.
 
noun




a hand-knotted pile carpet, originally made in 17th-century Paris.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French 
savonnerie

 , literally ‘soap factory,’ referring to the original building on the site, converted to carpet manufacture.






savor

 
/ˈsāvər /

 


‹Brit.›

 savour





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — taste (good food or drink) and enjoy it completely




•
 
gourmets will want to savor our game specialties.










2.
 
enjoy or appreciate (something pleasant) completely, especially by dwelling on it




•
 
I wanted to savor every moment.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
savor of

 )
 — have a suggestion or trace of (something, especially something bad)




•
 
their genuflections savored of superstition and popery.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a characteristic taste, flavor, or smell, especially a pleasant one




•
 
the subtle savor of wood smoke.










2.
 
a suggestion or trace, especially of something bad.








III.
 
derivatives





savorless

 
/ˈsāvərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
sapor

 , from 
sapere

 ‘to taste.’





savory1


 
/ˈsāv(ə)rē /

 


‹Brit.›

 savoury





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) belonging to the category that is salty or spicy rather than sweet.




2.
 
having an appetizing taste or smell




•
 
she carried in a pie from the kitchen, steaming and savory.










3.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — morally wholesome or acceptable




•
 
everyone knew it was a front for less savory operations.














II.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a savory dish, especially a snack or an appetizer.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
savorily

 
/-rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
savoriness

 
/ˈsāv(ə)rēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pleasing to the sense of taste or smell’): from Old French 
savoure

 ‘tasty, fragrant,’ based on Latin 
sapor

 ‘taste.’





savory2


 
/ˈsāv(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




an aromatic plant of the mint family, used as a culinary herb.

[Genus 
Satureja

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species, in particular the annual 
summer savory

 (
S. hortensis

 ) and the coarser flavored perennial 
winter savory

 (
S. montana

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old English 
sætherie

 , or via Old French, from Latin 
satureia

 .





savoy

 
/səˈvoi /

 
savoy cabbage





I.
 
noun




a cabbage of a hardy variety with densely wrinkled leaves.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Savoy
 .






Savoy

 
/səˈvoi/






an area of southeastern France that borders on northwestern Italy, a former duchy ruled by the counts of Savoy from the 11th century.









Savoyard

 
/səˈvoiərd ˌsaˌvoiˈ(y)ärd/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the French region of Savoy or its inhabitants




•
 
censorship in the Savoyard kingdom.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the French region of Savoy




•
 
he is a Savoyard from the French Alps.



















Savu Sea

 
/ˌsävo͞o ˈsē/






a part of the Indian Ocean that is surrounded by the islands of Sumba, Flores, and Timor.









savvy

 
/ˈsavē /

 

‹informal›


 
savviness





I.
 
noun




shrewdness and practical knowledge; the ability to make good judgments




•
 
the financiers lacked the necessary political savvy.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
clause

 ]


1.
 
know or understand




•
 
Charley would savvy what to do about such a girl




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I've been told, but I want to make sure. Savvy?














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
shrewd and knowledgeable; having common sense and good judgment.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — well informed about or experienced in a particular domain




•
 
most of us are pretty web-savvy




•
 
these fashion-savvy consumers are not afraid of taking risks with little-known designers.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: originally black and pidgin English imitating Spanish 
sabe usted

 ‘you know.’






saw1


 
/sô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hand tool for cutting wood or other materials, typically with a long, thin serrated steel blade and operated using a backward and forward movement.




2.
 
a mechanical power-driven tool for cutting, typically with a toothed rotating disk or moving band.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something, especially wood or a tree) using a saw




•
 
the top of each post is 
sawed off

 at railing height




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
thieves escaped after 
sawing through

 iron bars on a basement window




•
 (
-sawn

 )
 
rough-sawn planks.










2.
 
make or form (something) using a saw




•
 
the seats are sawed from well-seasoned oak planks.










3.
 
cut (something) as if with a saw, especially roughly or so as to leave rough or unfinished edges




•
 
the woman who 
sawed off

 all my lovely hair.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make rapid sawlike motions in cutting something or in playing a stringed instrument




•
 
he was 
sawing away

 at the loaf of bread.














III.
 
derivatives





sawlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
saga

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zaag

 .





saw2


 
/sô/






past of see
 1
 .










saw3


 
/sô/





I.
 
noun




a proverb or maxim.











– origin

 Old English 
sagu

 ‘a saying, speech,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Sage

 , also to say
 and saga
 .





Sawatch Range

 
/səˌwäCH ˈrān(d)ZH/






a range of the Rocky Mountains in central Colorado. Mount Elbert, at 14,433 feet (4,399 m), is the highest peak in the state and in the entire Rocky Mountain system.










sawbill

 
/ˈsôbil/






noun




another term for merganser
 .













sawbones

 
/ˈsôˌbōnz/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a doctor, especially a surgeon.













sawbuck

 
/ˈsôbək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sawhorse.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a $10 bill.

[by association of the X-shaped ends of a sawhorse with the Roman numeral X (= 10).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Dutch 
zaagbok

 , from 
zaag

 ‘saw’ + 
bok

 ‘vaulting horse.’





sawdust

 
/ˈsôˌdəst/






noun




powdery particles of wood produced by sawing.













sawdust trail

 
Sawdust Trail






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the itinerary of a traveling gospel preacher




•
 
a retired clergyman who spent his working days as an evangelist on what was left of the old Sawdust Trail.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the process of an erring individual's rehabilitation through repentance




•
 
the president has been on the sawdust trail recently, apologizing hither and yon.



















sawed-off

 
/ˌsôdˈôf /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sawn-off





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a gun) having a specially shortened barrel to make handling easier and to give a wider field of fire.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of an item of clothing) having been cut short.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) short.








II.
 
noun




a sawed-off shotgun.













sawfish

 
/ˈsôˌfiSH/






noun




a large tropical mainly marine fish related to the rays, with an elongated flattened snout that bears large blunt teeth along each side.

[Family 
Pristidae

 : two genera, in particular 
Pristis

 , and several species, including the 
common sawfish

 (
P. pectinata

 ).]













sawfly

 
/ˈsôflī/






noun




an insect related to the wasps, with a sawlike egg-laying tube used to cut into plant tissue before depositing the eggs. The larvae resemble caterpillars and can be serious pests of crops and foliage.

[Suborder 
Symphyta

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : many families.]













sawgrass

 
/ˈsôɡras /

 
saw grass






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sedge with spiny-edged leaves.

[
Cladium

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 : two species, in particular the North American 
C. jamaicensis

 , which is a dominant plant in the Florida everglades.]













sawhorse

 
/ˈsôˌhôrs/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a frame or trestle that supports wood for sawing.













sawlog

 
/ˈsôˌlôɡ, -ˌläɡ /

 
saw log






noun




a felled tree trunk suitable for cutting up into timber.














sawm

 
/sōm/





I.
 
noun






[Islam]

 fasting from dawn until dusk during Ramadan, one of the Five Pillars of Islam.











– origin

 Arabic 
ṣawm

 , from 
ṣama

 ‘abstain from food, drink, and sexual intercourse.’





sawmill

 
/ˈsôˌmil/






noun




a factory in which logs are sawed into lumber by machine.













sawn

 
/sôn/






past participle of saw
 1
 .









saw palmetto






noun




a small palm with fan-shaped leaves that have sharply toothed stalks, native to the southeastern US.

[Several species in the family 
Palmae

 , in particular 
Serenoa repens

 .]













saw pit

 
/sô pit/






noun






‹historical›

 the pit in which the lower of two men working a pit saw stands.













saw set

 
/sô set/






noun




a tool for giving the teeth of a saw alternating sideways inclinations.













sawtooth

 
/ˈsôto͞oTH /

 
sawtoothed
 , saw-toothed






adjective



1.
 
shaped like the teeth of a saw with alternate steep and gentle slopes.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a waveform) showing a slow linear rise and rapid linear fall or vice versa.













Sawtooth Range

 
/ˌsôto͞oTH ˈrānj/






a range of the northern Rocky Mountains in south central Idaho, noted for its jagged peaks.









saw-whet owl






noun




a small North and Central American owl with a call that resembles the sound of a saw blade being sharpened.

[Genus 
Aegolius

 , family 
Strigidae

 : two species, in particular the North American 
A. acadicus

 .]













sawyer

 
/ˈsôyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who saws timber for a living.




2.
 


(US)

 an uprooted tree floating in a river but held fast at one end.

[with allusion to the trapped log's movement up and down.]




3.
 
a large longhorn beetle whose larvae bore tunnels in the wood of injured or recently felled trees, producing an audible chewing sound.

[Genus 
Monochamus

 , family 
Cerambycidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English (earlier as 
sawer

 ): from the noun saw
 1
 + -yer
 .





sax

 
/saks/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a saxophone.








II.
 
derivatives





saxist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





Sax.






abbreviation




Saxon or Saxony.














saxatile

 
/ˈsaksəˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective




living or growing on or among rocks.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
saxatile

 or Latin 
saxatilis

 , from 
saxum

 ‘rock.’





Saxe-Coburg-Gotha

 
/ˌsaksˌkōbərɡˈɡōTHə/






the name of the British royal house 1901–17. The name dates from the accession of Edward VII, whose father, Prince Albert, consort of Queen Victoria, was a prince of the German duchy of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha.










saxhorn

 
/ˈsaksˌhôrn/





I.
 
noun




a member of a family of brass instruments with valves and a funnel-shaped mouthpiece, used mainly in military and brass bands.











– origin

 from the name of Charles J. 
Sax

 (1791–1865) and his son Antoine-Joseph “Adolphe” 
Sax

 (1814–94), Belgian instrument-makers, + horn
 .





saxicoline

 
/sakˈsikəlīn sakˈsikələn /

 
saxicolous





I.
 
adjective




another term for saxatile
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
saxicolus

 (from 
saxum

 ‘rock’ + 
colere

 ‘inhabit’) + -ine
 1
 .





saxifrage

 
/ˈsaksəˌfrā(d)ZH/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing plant of poor soils, bearing small white, yellow, or red flowers and forming rosettes of succulent leaves or hummocks of mossy leaves. Many are grown as alpines in rock gardens.

[Genus 
Saxifraga

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
saxifrage

 or late Latin 
saxifraga (herba

 ), from Latin 
saxum

 ‘rock’ + 
frangere

 ‘break.’






Saxon

 
/ˈsaksən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Germanic people that inhabited parts of central and northern Germany from Roman times, many of whom conquered and settled in southern England in the 5th–6th centuries.




2.
 
a native of modern Saxony in Germany.




3.
 
the language of the Saxons, in particular




4.
 
(
Old Saxon

 )
 — the West Germanic language of the ancient Saxons.




5.
 
another term for Old English
 .




6.
 
the Low German dialect of modern Saxony.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Anglo-Saxons, their language (Old English), or their period of dominance in England (5th–11th centuries).




2.
 
relating to or denoting the style of early Romanesque architecture preceding the Norman in England.




3.
 
of or relating to Saxony or the continental Saxons or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Saxonize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
Saxones

 (plural), of West Germanic origin; related to Old English 
Seaxan

 , 
Seaxe

 (plural), perhaps from the base of 
sax

 ‘small ax,’ from Old English 
seax

 ‘knife,’ of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root meaning ‘cut.’





saxony

 
/ˈsaksənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine kind of wool.




2.
 
a fine-quality cloth made from saxony, chiefly used for making coats.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Saxony
 .






Saxony

 
/ˈsaksənē/





I.
 
a large region and former kingdom in Germany, including the modern states of Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, and Lower Saxony.

German name Sachsen
 .




II.
 
a state in eastern Germany, on the upper reaches of the Elbe River; capital, Dresden.







– origin

 from late Latin 
Saxonia

 , from Latin 
Saxo

 , 
Saxon-

 (see Saxon
 ).






Saxony-Anhalt

 
/ˌsaksənēˈänhält/






a state in Germany, on the plains of the Elbe and Saale rivers; capital, Magdeburg. It corresponds to the former duchy of Anhalt and the central part of the former kingdom of Saxony.

German name Sachsen-Anhalt
 .









saxophone

 
/ˈsaksəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a member of a family of metal wind instruments with a single-reed mouthpiece, used especially in jazz and dance music.








II.
 
derivatives





saxophonic

 
/ˌsaksəˈfänik /






adjective



















– origin

 from the name of Adolphe 
Sax

 (see saxhorn
 ) + -phone
 .





saxophonist

 
/ˈsaksəˌfōnəst/






noun




a person who plays the saxophone




•
 
a saxophonist who doubles as the lead vocalist.




















say

 
/sā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — utter words so as to convey information, an opinion, a feeling or intention, or an instruction


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“Thank you,” he said




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he said the fund stood at $100,000




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
our parents wouldn't believe a word we said




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he said to come early.










2.
 
(of a text or a symbolic representation) convey specified information or instructions


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the law says such behavior is an offense.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — enable a listener or reader to learn or understand something by conveying or revealing (information or ideas)




•
 
I don't want to say too much




•
 


‹figurative›

 the movie's title 
says it all

 .










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a clock or watch) indicate (a specified time)




•
 
the clock says ten past two.










5.
 
(
be said

 )
 — be asserted or reported (often used to avoid committing the speaker or writer to the truth of the assertion)


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
they were said to be training freedom fighters




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is said that she lived to be over a hundred.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
say something for

 )
 — present a consideration in favor of or excusing (someone or something)




•
 
all I can say for him is that he's a better writer than some.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter the whole of (a speech or other set of words, typically one learned in advance)




•
 
we say the Pledge of Allegiance each morning.










8.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — assume something in order to work out what its consequences would be; make a hypothesis




•
 
let's say we pay five thousand dollars in the first year.










9.
 
used parenthetically to indicate that something is being suggested as possible or likely but not certain




•
 
the form might include, say, a dozen questions.














II.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express surprise or to draw attention to a remark or question




•
 
say, did you notice any blood?














III.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an opportunity for stating one's opinion or feelings




•
 
the voters are entitled to 
have their say

 on the treaty.










2.
 
an opportunity to influence developments and policy




•
 
the assessor will 
have a say

 in how the money is spent




•
 
the households concerned would still 
have

 some 
say

 in what happened.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
go without saying






be obvious




•
 
it goes without saying that teachers must be selected with care.







[translating French 
(cela) va sans dire

 .]









2.
 
have something to say for oneself






contribute to a conversation or discussion, especially as an explanation for one's behavior or actions




•
 
haven't you anything to say for yourself?















3.
 
how say you?








[Law]

 how do you find? (addressed to the jury when requesting its verdict).









4.
 
I (or he, she, etc.) cannot (or could not) say






I (or he, she, etc.) do not know.









5.
 
I'll say








‹informal›

 used to express emphatic agreement




•
 
“That was a good landing.” “I'll say!”















6.
 
I must (or have to) say






I cannot refrain from saying (used to emphasize an opinion)




•
 
you have a nerve, I must say!















7.
 
I say!








(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 used to express surprise or to draw attention to a remark




•
 
I say, that's a bit much!















8.
 
I wouldn't say no








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one would like something.









9.
 
not to say






used to introduce a stronger alternative or addition to something already said




•
 
it is easy to become sensitive, not to say paranoid.















10.
 
say no more








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one understands what someone is trying to imply.









11.
 
says you!








‹informal›

 used in speech to express disagreement or disbelief




•
 
“He's guilty.” “Says you! I think he's innocent.”















12.
 
say when








‹informal›

 said when helping someone to food or drink to instruct them to indicate when they have enough.









13.
 
say the word






give permission or instructions to do something.









14.
 
that is to say






see that
 .









15.
 
there is no saying






it is impossible to know.









16.
 
they say






it is rumored.









17.
 
to say nothing of






another way of saying not to mention
 (see mention
 ).









18.
 
to say the least






see least
 .









19.
 
what do (or would) you say






used to make a suggestion or offer




•
 


what do you say to

 a glass of wine?















20.
 
when all is said and done






when everything is taken into account (used to indicate that one is making a generalized judgment about a situation).









21.
 
you can say that again!








‹informal›

 used in spoken English to express emphatic agreement.









22.
 
you don't say!








‹informal›

 used to express amazement or disbelief.









23.
 
you said it!








‹informal›

 used to express the feeling that someone's words are true or appropriate.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sayable






adjective













2.
 
sayer






noun




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
naysayers

























– origin

 Old English 
secgan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zeggen

 and German 
sagen

 .





Sayers, Dorothy L.

 
/ˈsā-ərz, se(ə)rz/






(1893–1957), English novelist, translator, essayist, and playwright; full name 
Dorothy Leigh Sayers

 . She is chiefly known for her detective novels that feature amateur detective Lord Peter Wimsey and include 
Murder Must Advertise

 (1933) and 
The Nine Tailors

 (1934). She translated the medieval French 
La Chanson de Roland

 and Dante's 
La Divina Commedia

 . Her plays include 
The Devil to Pay

 (1939).









Sayers, Gale






(1943–), US football player; full name 
Gale Eugene Sayers

 . Named rookie of the year in 1965, he went on to break touchdown records during his playing career 1965–71 with the Chicago Bears. Football Hall of Fame (1977).









saying

 
/ˈsāiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, pithy expression that generally contains advice or wisdom.




2.
 
(
sayings

 )
 — a collection of short, pithy expressions identified with a particular person, especially a political or religious leader.








II.
 
phrases





as (or so) the saying goes






used to introduce or append an expression, drawing attention to its status as a saying or as not part of one's normal language




•
 
I am, as the saying goes, burned out.























sayonara

 
/ˌsīəˈnärə/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 goodbye.











– origin

 Japanese.





Sayreville

 
/ˈservil/






an industrial and residential borough in eastern New Jersey; pop. 42,208 (est. 2008).









Say's law

 
/ˈsāz ˌlô /

 

‹Economics›






I.
 
a law stating that supply creates its own demand.







– origin

 1930s: named after Jean Baptiste 
Say

 (1767–1832), French economist.





say-so

 
/ˈsā ˌsō/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 the power or act of deciding or allowing something




•
 
no new employees come into the organization 
without his say-so

 .










2.
 
(usu. 
on someone's say-so

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's arbitrary or unauthorized assertion or instruction




•
 
I don't stop on the say-so of anybody's assistant.



















sayyid

 
/ˈsäyid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Muslim claiming descent from Muhammad, especially through Husayn, the prophet's younger grandson.




2.
 
a respectful Muslim form of address.











– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘lord, prince.’





saz

 
/säz, saz/





I.
 
noun




a long-necked stringed instrument of the lute family, originating in the Ottoman Empire.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Turkish, from Persian 
sāz

 ‘musical instrument.’





Sb





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element antimony.











– origin

 from Latin 
stibium

 .





SB






abbreviation



1.
 
Bachelor of Science.

[Latin 
Scientiae Baccalaureus

 .]




2.
 
simultaneous broadcast.




3.
 
South Britain (England and Wales).













sb.






abbreviation




substantive.













s.b.






abbreviation






[Baseball]

 stolen base; stolen bases.













SBA






abbreviation




Small Business Administration.













S-Bahn

 
/ˈesbän/





I.
 
noun




(in some German cities) a fast urban railroad line or system.











– origin

 German, abbreviation of 
(Stadt) Schnellbahn

 ‘(urban) fast railroad.’





SbE






abbreviation




south by east.













SBS






abbreviation



1.
 
sick building syndrome.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 Special Boat Service.













SBU






noun




a strategic business unit




•
 
pricing for products sold might be an area that differs by division or SBU.



















SbW






abbreviation




south by west.













Sc






symbol




the chemical element scandium.













SC






abbreviation



1.
 
South Carolina (in official postal use).




2.
 
(in the UK) special constable.













sc.





I.
 
abbreviation




that is to say (used to introduce a word to be supplied or an explanation of an ambiguity).











– origin

 from scilicet
 .





s.c.






abbreviation




small capitals (used as an instruction for a typesetter).













scab

 
/skab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dry, rough protective crust that forms over a cut or wound during healing.




2.
 
mange or a similar skin disease in animals.




3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of fungal diseases of plants in which rough patches develop, especially on apples and potatoes.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing regarded with dislike and disgust.




5.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person who refuses to strike or to join a labor union or who takes over the job responsibilities of a striking worker.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
scabbed

 )
 — become encrusted or covered with a scab or scabs




•
 
she rested her scabbed fingers on his arm.










2.
 
act or work as a scab.








III.
 
derivatives





scablike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old Norse 
skabb

 ; related to dialect 
shab

 (compare with shabby
 ). The sense ‘contemptible person’ (dating from the late 16th cent.) was probably influenced by Middle Dutch 
schabbe

 ‘slut.’





scabbard

 
/ˈskabərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sheath for the blade of a sword or dagger, typically made of leather or metal.




2.
 
a sheath for a gun or other weapon or tool.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
escalberc

 , from a Germanic compound of words meaning ‘cut’ (related to shear
 ) and ‘protect’ (related to the second element of hauberk
 ).





scabby

 
/ˈskabē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered in scabs.




2.
 


‹informal›

 loathsome; despicable.








II.
 
derivatives





scabbiness






noun






















scabies

 
/ˈskābēz/





I.
 
noun




a contagious skin disease marked by itching and small raised red spots, caused by the itch mite.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting various skin diseases): from Latin, from 
scabere

 ‘to scratch.’ The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





scabious

 
/ˈskābēəs/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the teasel family, with pink, white, or (most commonly) blue pincushion-shaped flowers.

[
Scabiosa

 , 
Knautia

 , and other genera, family 
Dipsacaceae

 : several species.]








II.
 
adjective




affected with mange; scabby.











– origin

 late Middle English: based on Latin 
scabiosus

 ‘rough, scabby’; the noun is from medieval Latin 
scabiosa (herba

 ) ‘rough, scabby (plant),’ formerly regarded as a cure for skin disease (see scabies
 ).





scablands

 
/ˈskablandz/






plural noun






[Geology]

 flat elevated land deeply scarred by channels of glacial or fluvioglacial origin and with poor soil and little vegetation, especially in the Columbia Plateau of Washington State.













scabrous

 
/ˈskabrəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
rough and covered with, or as if with, scabs.




2.
 
indecent; salacious




•
 
scabrous publications.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scabrously






adverb













2.
 
scabrousness

 
/ˈskabrəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (first used to describe an author's style as ‘harsh, unmusical, unpolished’): from French 
scabreux

 or late Latin 
scabrosus

 , from Latin 
scaber

 ‘rough.’






scad

 
/skad/





I.
 
noun




another term for jack
 1
 (
sense

 11) or horse mackerel
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





scads

 
/skadz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large number or quantity




•
 
they raised 
scads of

 children




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
he's installed a 
scad of

 microprocessors.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






scaffold

 
/ˈskafəld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a raised wooden platform used formerly for the public execution of criminals.




2.
 
a structure made using scaffolding.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach scaffolding to (a building)


(as 
adj.

 
scaffolded

 )


•
 
the soot-black scaffolded structures.














III.
 
derivatives





scaffolder

 
/ˈskafəldər ˈskaˌfōldər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a temporary platform from which to repair or erect a building): from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
(e)schaffaut

 , from the base of catafalque
 .





scaffolding

 
/ˈskafəldiNG/






noun



1.
 
a temporary structure on the outside of a building, made usually of wooden planks and metal poles, used by workers while building, repairing, or cleaning the building.




2.
 
the materials used in scaffolding.













scag

 
/skaɡ/






noun




variant spelling of skag
 1
 .













scagliola

 
/ˌskalˈyōlə/





I.
 
noun




imitation marble or other stone, made of plaster mixed with glue and dyes, which is then painted or polished.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian 
scagliuola

 , diminutive of 
scaglia

 ‘a scale.’





scalability

 
/ˌskāləˈbilədē /

 
scaleability






noun



1.
 
the capacity to be changed in size or scale




•
 
scalability of the service has not been an issue.










2.
 
the ability of a computing process to be used or produced in a range of capabilities




•
 
the key is the scalability of the software




•
 
devices designed to improve the reliability and scalability of a website.



















scalable

 
/ˈskāləbəl/






adjective



1.
 
able to be scaled or climbed.




2.
 
able to be changed in size or scale




•
 
scalable fonts.










3.
 
(of a computing process) able to be used or produced in a range of capabilities




•
 
it is scalable across a range of systems.










4.
 


‹technical›

 able to be measured or graded according to a scale.













scala media

 
/ˌskālə ˈmēdēə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the central duct of the cochlea in the inner ear, containing the sensory cells and separated from the scala tympani and scala vestibuli by membranes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘middle ladder.’






scalar

 
/ˈskālər /

 

‹Mathematics Physics›






I.
 
adjective




(of a quantity) having only magnitude, not direction.








II.
 
noun




a scalar quantity.

Compare with vector
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
scalaris

 , from 
scala

 ‘ladder’ (see scale
 3
 ).





scalar field






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function of a space whose value at each point is a scalar quantity.













scalariform

 
/skəˈlerəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (especially of the walls of water-conducting cells) having thickened bands arranged like the rungs of a ladder.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
scalaris

 ‘of a ladder’ + -iform.





scalar product






noun




another term for inner product
 .













scala tympani

 
/ˌskālə ˈtimpənē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the lower bony passage of the cochlea.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘ladder of the tympanum.’





scala vestibuli

 
/ˌskālə veˈstibyəlē/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the upper bony passage of the cochlea.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘ladder of the vestibule.’





scalawag

 
/ˈskaləˌwaɡ ˈskalēˌwaɡ /

 
scallywag





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who behaves badly but in an amusingly mischievous rather than harmful way; a rascal.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a white Southerner who collaborated with northern Republicans during Reconstruction, often for personal profit. The term was used derisively by white Southern Democrats who opposed Reconstruction legislation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





scald1


 
/skôld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
injure with very hot liquid or steam




•
 
the tea scalded his tongue.










2.
 
heat (milk or other liquid) to near boiling point.




3.
 
immerse (something) briefly in boiling water for various purposes, such as to facilitate the removal of skin from fruit or to preserve meat.




4.
 
cause to feel a searing sensation like that of boiling water on skin




•
 
hot tears scalding her eyes.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a burn or other injury caused by hot liquid or steam.




2.
 
any of a number of plant diseases that produce a similar effect to that of scalding, especially a disease of fruit marked by browning and caused by excessive sunlight, bad storage conditions, or atmospheric pollution.

See also sunscald
 .











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Anglo-Norman French 
escalder

 , from late Latin 
excaldare

 , from Latin 
ex-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
calidus

 ‘hot.’ The noun dates from the early 17th cent.





scald2


 
/skôld/






noun




variant spelling of skald
 .













scalding

 
/ˈskôldiNG/






adjective



1.
 
very hot; burning




•
 
she took a sip of scalding tea




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the water was scalding hot.










2.
 
intense and painful or distressing




•
 
a scalding tirade of abuse.




















scale1


 
/skāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the small, thin horny or bony plates protecting the skin of fish and reptiles, typically overlapping one another.




2.
 
something resembling a fish scale in appearance or function, in particular




3.
 
a thick dry flake of skin.




4.
 
a rudimentary leaf, feather, or bract.




5.
 
each of numerous microscopic tilelike structures covering the wings of butterflies and moths.




6.
 
a flaky deposit, in particular




7.
 
a white deposit formed in a kettle, boiler, etc., by the evaporation of water containing lime.




8.
 
tartar formed on teeth.




9.
 
a coating of oxide formed on heated metal.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove scale or scales from




•
 
he scales the fish and removes the innards.










2.
 
remove tartar from (teeth) by scraping them.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
scaling

 )
 — (especially of the skin) form scales




•
 
moisturizers can ease off drying and scaling.










4.
 
come off in scales or thin pieces; flake off




•
 
the paint was scaling from the brick walls.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scaleless

 
/ˈskāl(l)is /






adjective













2.
 
scaler

 
/ˈskālər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escale

 , from the Germanic base of scale
 2
 .






scale2


 
/skāl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
scales

 )


1.
 
an instrument for weighing. Scales were originally simple balances (
pairs of scales

 ) but are now usually devices with an internal weighing mechanism housed under a platform on which the thing to be weighed is placed, with a gauge or electronic display showing the weight.




2.
 
(also 
scalepan

 )
 — either of the dishes on a simple balance.




3.
 
(
the Scales

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Libra.








II.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — weigh a specified weight




•
 
some men scaled less than ninety pounds.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
tip the scales






see tip
 2
 .









2.
 
tip the scales at






see tip
 2
 .















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘drinking cup,’ surviving in South African English): from Old Norse 
skál

 ‘bowl,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schaal

 , German 
Schale

 ‘bowl,’ also to English dialect 
shale

 ‘dish’ Compare with skoal
 .






scale3


 
/skāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a graduated range of values forming a standard system for measuring or grading something




•
 
company employees have hit the top of their pay scales.










2.
 
the full range of different levels of people or things, from lowest to highest




•
 
two men at opposite ends of the 
social scale

 .










3.
 
a series of marks at regular intervals in a line used in measuring something




•
 
the mean delivery time is plotted against a scale on the right.










4.
 
a device having a series of marks at regular intervals in a line used in measuring something




•
 
she read the exact distance off a scale.










5.
 
a rule determining the distances between marks on a scale




•
 
the vertical axis is given on a logarithmic scale.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the relative size or extent of something




•
 
no one foresaw the scale of the disaster




•
 
everything in the house is 
on a grand scale

 .










7.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a ratio of size in a map, model, drawing, or plan




•
 
a one-fifth scale model of a seven-story building




•
 
an Ordnance Survey map 
on a scale of

 1:2500.










8.
 
(in full 
scale of notation

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a system of numerical notation in which the value of a digit depends upon its position in the number, successive positions representing successive powers of a fixed base




•
 
the conversion of the number to the binary scale.










9.
 


[Photography]

 the range of exposures over which a photographic material will give an acceptable variation in density.




10.
 


[Music]

 an arrangement of the notes in any system of music in ascending or descending order of pitch




•
 
the scale of C major.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
climb up or over (something high and steep)




•
 
thieves scaled an 8-foot fence.










2.
 
represent in proportional dimensions; reduce or increase in size according to a common scale


(as 
adj.

 
scaled

 )


•
 
scaled plans of the house.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a quantity or property) be variable according to a particular scale.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 estimate the amount of timber that will be produced from (a log or uncut tree).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
off the scale






of or to a degree or level that is far in excess of what is normal or notionally measurable




•
 
meteorologists warned that conditions would be brutal, with soaring temperatures and humidity off the scale




•
 
viewing figures are likely to go off the scale because of all the hype.















2.
 
play (or sing or practice) scales








[Music]

 perform the notes of a scale as an exercise for the fingers or voice.









3.
 
to scale






with a uniform reduction or enlargement




•
 
it is hard to build models to scale from a drawing.















4.
 
in scale






(of a drawing or model) in proportion to the surroundings.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
scale something back






reduce something in size, number, or extent, especially by a constant proportion across the board




•
 
in the short term, even scaling back defense costs money.















2.
 
scale something down (or scale down)






reduce something (or be reduced) in size, number or extent, especially by a constant proportion across the board




•
 
manufacturing capacity has been scaled down




•
 
his whole income scaled down by 20 percent.















3.
 
scale something up (or scale up)






increase something (or be increased) in size or number




•
 
one cannot suddenly scale up a laboratory procedure by a thousandfold.


















V.
 
derivatives





scaler

 
/ˈskālər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
scala

 ‘ladder’ (the verb via Old French 
escaler

 or medieval Latin 
scalare

 ‘climb’), from the base of Latin 
scandere

 ‘to climb.’





scale armor

 
/ˈskāl ˌärmər/






noun






‹historical›

 armor consisting of small overlapping plates of metal, leather, or horn.













scaled

 
/skāld/






adjective



1.
 
covered with or made up of scales or overlapping plates resembling scales




•
 
the specimen preserves scaled skin around the tail




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
small-scaled fish.










2.
 
(of an insect wing) covered with numerous microscopic tile-like structures




•
 
mosquitoes have a pair of scaled wings.



















scaled-down

 
/ˌskāldˈdoun/






adjective




reduced in size or extent




•
 
a scaled-down version of the plan




•
 
scaled-down furniture.



















scale insect

 
/skāl ˈinˌsekt/






noun




a small insect with a protective shieldlike scale. It spends most of its life attached by its mouth to a single plant, sometimes occurring in such large numbers that it becomes a serious pest.

[Superfamily 
Coccoidea

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : several families, in particular 
Coccidae

 .]













scale leaf






noun






[Botany]

 a small modified leaf, especially a colorless membranous one, such as on a rhizome or forming part of a bulb.














scalene

 
/ˈskālēn/





I.
 
adjective




(of a triangle) having sides unequal in length.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
scalene muscle

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 another term for scalenus
 .




2.
 
a scalene triangle.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
skalēnos

 ‘unequal’; related to 
skolios

 ‘bent.’






scalenus

 
/skāˈlēnəs/





I.
 
noun




any of several muscles extending from the neck to the first and second ribs.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from late Latin 
scalenus (musculus)

 ‘unequal (muscle)’ (see scalene
 ).





scalepan

 
/ˈskālpan/






noun




see scale
 2
 .













scaleworm

 
/ˈskālwərm /

 
scale worm






noun




a marine bristle worm with scales on the upper surface that have a protective function, and in some species are able to luminesce.

[Family 
Aphroditidae

 : 
Aphrodite

 and other genera. See also sea mouse
 .]













Scalia, Antonin

 
/skəˈlē(y)ə/






(1936–), US Supreme Court associate justice 1986– . A conservative and an advocate of judicial restraint, he served in several government posts, taught law at various universities, and served on the US Circuit Court of Appeals in Washington, DC, before being appointed to the Supreme Court by President Reagan.









scaling ladder

 
/ˈskāliNG ˌladər/






noun






‹historical›

 a ladder used for firefighting or for climbing walls in order to penetrate the defenses of a fortification.














scallion

 
/ˈskalyən/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a long-necked onion with a small bulb, in particular a shallot or green onion.

[A common scallion is 
Allium fistulosum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
scaloun

 , based on Latin 
Ascalonia (caepa)

 ‘(onion) of 
Ascalon

 ,’ a port in ancient Palestine.






scallop

 
/ˈskaləp ˈskäləp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible bivalve mollusk with a ribbed fan-shaped shell. Scallops swim by rapidly opening and closing the shell valves.

[Family 
Pectinidae

 : 
Chlamys

 , 
Pecten

 , and other genera.]




2.
 
short for scallop shell
 .




3.
 
a small pan or dish shaped like a scallop shell and used for baking or serving food.




4.
 
(usu. 
scallops

 )
 — each of a series of convex rounded projections forming an ornamental edging cut in material or worked in lace or knitting in imitation of the edge of a scallop shell.




5.
 
another term for escalope
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
scalloped

 )
 — ornament (an edge or material) with scallops




•
 
a scalloped V-shaped neckline.










2.
 
cut, shape, or arrange in the form of a scallop shell




•
 
he leaned against the scalloped seat of the limousine.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
scalloping

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 gather or dredge for scallops.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bake with milk or a sauce


(as 
adj.

 
scalloped

 )


•
 
scalloped potatoes.














III.
 
derivatives





scalloper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escalope

 , probably of Germanic origin. The verb dates from the mid 18th cent.






scallop shell

 
/ˈskäləp ˈskaləp SHel/






noun



1.
 
a single valve from the shell of a scallop.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a representation of a scallop shell worn by a pilgrim as a souvenir of the shrine of St. James at Santiago de Compostela in Spain.













scaloppine

 
/ˌskäləˈpēnē, ˌskal-/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Italian cooking) thin, boneless slices of meat, typically veal, sautéed or fried.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
scaloppina

 , diminutive of 
scaloppa

 ‘envelope.’





scalp

 
/skalp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the skin covering the head, excluding the face.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the scalp with the hair belonging to it cut or torn away from an enemy's head as a battle trophy, especially by an American Indian.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 take the scalp of (an enemy).




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 punish severely




•
 
if I ever heard anybody doing that, I'd scalp them.










3.
 


‹historical›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 sell (a ticket) for a popular event at a price higher than the official one




•
 
tickets were scalped for forty times their face value.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the skull or cranium): probably of Scandinavian origin.





scalpel

 
/ˈskalpəl/





I.
 
noun




a knife with a small, sharp, sometimes detachable blade, as used by a surgeon.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
scalpellum

 , diminutive of 
scalprum

 ‘chisel,’ from 
scalpere

 ‘to scratch.’





scalper

 
/ˈskalpər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who resells shares or tickets at a large or quick profit.













scalp lock

 
/skalp läk /

 
scalplock






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a long lock of hair left on a shaved head, especially as worn by a North American Indian as a challenge to enemies.













scaly

 
/ˈskālē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered in scales.




2.
 
(of skin) dry and flaking.








II.
 
derivatives





scaliness






noun






















scaly anteater

 
/ˈskālē ˈan(t)ˌēdər/






noun




another term for pangolin
 .













scam

 
/skam/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a dishonest scheme; a fraud




•
 
an insurance scam.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
swindle




•
 
a guy that scams the elderly out of their savings.














III.
 
derivatives





scammer

 
/ˈskamər /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





scammony

 
/ˈskamənē/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the morning glory family, the dried roots of which yield a strong purgative.

[Two species in the family 
Convolvulaceae

 : 
Convolvulus scammonia

 of Asia, and 
Ipomoea orizabensis

 of Mexico.]











– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
escamonie

 or Latin 
scammonia

 , from Greek 
skammōnia

 .





scamorza

 
/skəˈmôrtsə/





I.
 
noun




a mild white Italian cheese made originally from buffalo's milk, but now chiefly from cow's milk, typically produced in a pear shape.











– origin

 1930s: Italian, from 
scamozzare

 , ‘cut off.’






scamp1


 
/skamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person, especially a child, who is mischievous in a likable or amusing way.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a wicked or worthless person; a rogue.








II.
 
derivatives





scampish

 
/ˈskampiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a highwayman): from obsolete 
scamp

 ‘rob on the highway,’ probably from Middle Dutch 
schampen

 ‘slip away,’ from Old French 
eschamper

 ‘flee the battlefield,’ from 
champ

 ‘field.’






scamp2


 
/skamp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 do (something) in a perfunctory or inadequate way.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps the same word as scamp
 1
 , but associated in sense with the verb skimp
 .





scamper

 
/ˈskampər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a small animal or child) run with quick light steps, especially through fear or excitement




•
 
he scampered in like an overgrown puppy.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of scampering.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘run away’): probably from scamp
 2
 .





scampi

 
/ˈskampē/





I.
 
noun

 — [
plural noun

 ]


1.
 
large shrimp or prawns, especially when prepared or cooked.




2.
 
a dish of shrimp or prawns, typically sautéed in garlic and butter and often topped with bread crumbs.











– origin

 Italian.






scan

 
/skan/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look at all parts of (something) carefully in order to detect some feature




•
 
he raised his binoculars to scan the coast.










2.
 
look quickly but not very thoroughly through (a document or other text) in order to identify relevant information




•
 
we scan the papers for news from the trouble spots




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
scanned through

 the reference materials.










3.
 
cause (a surface, object, or part of the body) to be traversed by a detector or an electromagnetic beam




•
 
their brains are scanned so that researchers can monitor the progress of the disease.










4.
 
cause (a beam) to traverse across a surface or object




•
 
we scanned the beam over a sector of 120°.










5.
 
convert (a document or picture) into digital form for storage or processing on a computer




•
 
text and pictures can be 
scanned into

 the computer.










6.
 
resolve (a picture) into its elements of light and shade in a prearranged pattern for the purposes of television transmission.




7.
 
analyze the meter of (a line of verse) by reading with the emphasis on its rhythm or by examining the pattern of feet or syllables.




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of verse) conform to metrical principles.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of scanning someone or something




•
 
a quick scan of the sports page.










2.
 
a medical examination using a scanner




•
 
a brain scan.










3.
 
an image obtained by scanning or with a scanner




•
 
we can't predict anything until we have seen the scan.














III.
 
derivatives





scannable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in 
sense

 3 
of the

 verb): from Latin 
scandere

 ‘climb’ (in late Latin ‘scan (verses)’), by analogy with the raising and lowering of one's foot when marking rhythm. From ‘analyze (meter)’ arose the senses ‘estimate the correctness of’ and ‘examine minutely,’ which led to ‘look at searchingly’ (late 18th cent).






scandal

 
/ˈskandl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or event regarded as morally or legally wrong and causing general public outrage




•
 
a bribery scandal involving one of his key supporters.










2.
 
the outrage or anger caused by a scandalous action or event




•
 
divorce was cause for scandal on the island.










3.
 
rumor or malicious gossip about scandalous events or actions




•
 
I know that you would want no scandal attached to her name.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state of affairs regarded as wrong or reprehensible and causing general public outrage or anger




•
 
it's a scandal that many older patients are dismissed as untreatable.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘discredit to religion (by the reprehensible behavior of a religious person)’): from Old French 
scandale

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
scandalum

 ‘cause of offense,’ from Greek 
skandalon

 ‘snare, stumbling block.’





scandalize

 
/ˈskandlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shock or horrify (someone) by a real or imagined violation of propriety or morality




•
 
their lack of manners scandalized their hosts.










2.
 


[Sailing]

 reduce the area of (a fore-and-aft sail) by lowering the head or raising the boom.

[mid 19th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
scantelize

 , from 
scantle

 ‘make small.’]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scandalization

 
/ˌskandl-əˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
scandalizer






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘make a public scandal of’): from French 
scandaliser

 or ecclesiastical Latin 
scandalizare

 , from Greek 
skandalizein

 .





scandalmonger

 
/ˈskandlˌməNGɡər/





I.
 
noun




a person who stirs up public outrage toward someone or their actions by spreading rumors or malicious gossip.








II.
 
derivatives





scandalmongering

 
/ˈskandlməNGɡəriNG /






noun





















scandalous

 
/ˈskandləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing general public outrage by a perceived offense against morality or law




•
 
a series of scandalous liaisons




•
 
a scandalous allegation.










2.
 
(of a state of affairs) disgracefully bad, typically as a result of someone's negligence or irresponsibility




•
 
a scandalous waste of taxpayers' money.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scandalously

 
/ˈskand(ə)ləslē /






adverb













2.
 
scandalousness

 
/ˈskand(ə)ləsnəs /






noun





















scandal sheet

 
/ˈskandl ˌSHēt/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a newspaper or magazine giving prominence to scandalous stories or gossip.













scandent

 
/ˈskandənt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Paleontology]

 (especially of a graptolite) having a climbing habit.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
scandent-

 ‘climbing,’ from the verb 
scandere

 .





Scandentia

 
/ˌskanˈden(t)SH(ē)ə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small order of mammals that comprises the tree shrews.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
scandent-

 ‘climbing,’ from the verb 
scandere

 .





Scandi

 
/ˈskandē/






adjective






‹informal›

 short for Scandinavian
 :




•
 
a Scandi film




•
 
Scandi food.



















Scandinavia

 
/ˌskandəˈnāvēə/





I.
 
a large peninsula in northwestern Europe, occupied by Norway and Sweden. It is bounded by the Arctic Ocean on the north, the Atlantic Ocean on the west, and the Baltic Sea on the south and the east.




II.
 
a cultural region consisting of the countries of Norway, Sweden, and Denmark and sometimes also of Iceland, Finland, and the Faroe Islands.







– origin

 Latin.






Scandinavian

 
/ˌskandəˈnāvēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Scandinavia, its people, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Scandinavia, or a person of Scandinavian descent.




2.
 
the North Germanic languages (Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, Faroese) descended from Old Norse.













scandium

 
/ˈskandēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Sc

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 21, a soft silvery-white metal generally included among the rare earth elements.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Scandia

 , contraction of 
Scandinavia

 (where minerals are found containing this element).





scanner

 
/ˈskanər/






noun



1.
 
a device for examining, reading, or monitoring something, in particular




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a machine that examines the body through the use of radiation, ultrasound, or magnetic resonance imaging, as a diagnostic aid.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a device that scans documents and converts them into digital data.













scanning electron microscope

 
SEM






noun




an electron microscope in which the surface of a specimen is scanned by a beam of electrons that are reflected to form an image.













scanning tunneling microscope

 
STM






noun




a high-resolution microscope using neither light nor an electron beam, but with an ultrafine tip able to reveal atomic and molecular details of surfaces.













scansion

 
/ˈskanSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of scanning a line of verse to determine its rhythm.




2.
 
the rhythm of a line of verse.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
scansio(n-)

 , from 
scandere

 ‘to climb’; compare with scan
 .






scant

 
/skant/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
barely sufficient or adequate




•
 
companies with scant regard for the safety of future generations.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — barely amounting to a specified number or quantity




•
 
she weighed a scant two pounds.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 provide grudgingly or in insufficient amounts




•
 
he does not scant his attention to the later writings.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 deal with inadequately; neglect




•
 
the press regularly scants a host of issues relating to safety and health.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scantly

 
/ˈskan(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
scantness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
skamt

 , neuter of 
skammr

 ‘short.’





scantily

 
/ˈskan(t)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is small or insufficient in quantity or amount




•
 
a small, scantily furnished room




•
 
scantily populated areas.










2.
 
with revealing or skimpy clothing




•
 


scantily clad

 women




•
 
scantily dressed models.



















scantling

 
/ˈskan(t)liNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of lumber of small cross section.




2.
 
the size to which a piece of wood or stone is measured and cut.




3.
 
(often 
scantlings

 )
 — a set of standard dimensions for parts of a structure, especially in shipbuilding.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a specimen, sample, or small amount of something.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting prescribed size, or a set of standard dimensions): alteration of obsolete 
scantillon

 (from Old French 
escantillon

 ‘sample’), by association with the suffix -ling
 .





scanty

 
/ˈskan(t)ē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
small or insufficient in quantity or amount




•
 
scanty wages.










2.
 
(of clothing) revealing; skimpy




•
 
the women looked cold in their scanty gowns.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
scanties

 )


1.
 
brief underpants.








III.
 
derivatives





scantiness

 
/ˈskan(t)ēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from scant
 + -y
 1
 .





Scapa Flow

 
/skapə, ˈskä-/






a strait in the Orkney Islands, Scotland. It was the site of an important British naval base, especially during World War I. The German High Seas Fleet was interned there after its surrender and was scuttled in 1919 as an act of defiance against the terms of the Versailles peace settlement.









scape

 
/skāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a long, leafless flower stalk coming directly from a root.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 the basal segment of an insect's antenna, especially when it is enlarged and lengthened (as in a weevil).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
skapos

 ‘rod’; related to scepter
 .






-scape





I.
 
combining form




denoting a specified type of scene




•
 
moonscape.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
(land)scape

 .






scapegoat

 
/ˈskāpˌɡōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Bible) a goat sent into the wilderness after the Jewish chief priest had symbolically laid the sins of the people upon it (Lev. 16).




2.
 
a person who is blamed for the wrongdoings, mistakes, or faults of others, especially for reasons of expediency.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a scapegoat of.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scapegoater






noun













2.
 
scapegoating






noun













3.
 
scapegoatism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from archaic 
scape

 ‘escape’ + goat
 .





scapegrace

 
/ˈskāpɡrās/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a mischievous or wayward person, especially a young person or child; a rascal.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
scape

 (see scapegoat
 ) + grace
 , literally denoting a person who escapes the grace of God.





scaphoid

 
/ˈskafoid/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a large carpal bone articulating with the radius below the thumb.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘boat-shaped’): from modern Latin 
scaphoides

 , from Greek 
skaphoeidēs

 , from 
skaphos

 ‘boat.’





Scaphopoda

 
/skəˈfäpədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of mollusks that comprises the tooth shells.




II.
 
derivatives





scaphopod

 
/ˈskafəˌpäd /






noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
skaphē

 ‘boat’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’






scapula

 
/ˈskapyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 technical term for shoulder blade
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin, singular of Latin 
scapulae

 ‘shoulder blades.’






scapular

 
/ˈskapyələr/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the shoulder or shoulder blade.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a short monastic cloak covering the shoulders.




2.
 
a symbol of affiliation to an ecclesiastical order, consisting of two strips of cloth hanging down the breast and back and joined across the shoulders.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a bandage passing over and around the shoulders.




4.
 


[Ornithology]

 a scapular feather.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun): from late Latin 
scapulare

 , from 
scapula

 ‘shoulder.’ The adjective (late 17th cent.) and the later senses of the noun are from scapula
 + -ar
 1
 .





scapular feather






noun






[Ornithology]

 a feather covering the shoulder, growing above the region where the wing joins the body.













scapulary

 
/ˈskapyəˌlerē/





I.
 
noun




another term for scapular
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
eschapeloyre

 , based on late Latin 
scapulare

 (see scapular
 ).






scar

 
/skär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark left on the skin or within body tissue where a wound, burn, or sore has not healed completely and fibrous connective tissue has developed




•
 
a faint scar ran the length of his left cheek.










2.
 
a lasting effect of grief, fear, or other emotion left on a person's character by a traumatic experience




•
 
the attack has left mental scars on Terry and his family.










3.
 
a mark left on something following damage of some kind




•
 
Max could see scars of the blast.










4.
 
a mark left at the point of separation of a leaf, frond, or other part from a plant.




5.
 
a steep high cliff or rock outcrop, especially of limestone.

[Middle English: from Old Norse 
sker

 ‘low reef’; compare with skerry
 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a scar or scars




•
 
he is likely to be 
scarred for life

 after injuries to his face, arms, and legs




•
 (
-scarred

 )
 
battle-scarred troops.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form or be marked with a scar.








III.
 
derivatives





scarless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
escharre

 , via late Latin from Greek 
eskhara

 ‘scab.’






scarab

 
/ˈskerəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large dung beetle of the eastern Mediterranean area, regarded as sacred in ancient Egypt.

[
Scarabaeus sacer

 , family 
Scarabaeidae

 (the 
scarab family

 ). The scarab family also includes the smaller dung beetles and chafers, together with some very large tropical kinds such as Hercules, goliath, and rhinoceros beetles.]




2.
 
an ancient Egyptian gem cut in the form of a scarab beetle, sometimes depicted with the wings spread, and engraved with hieroglyphs on the flat underside.




3.
 
any scarabaeid beetle.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a beetle of any kind): from Latin 
scarabaeus

 , from Greek 
skarabeios

 .





scarabaeid

 
/ˌskerəˈbēid /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the 
Scarabaeidae

 family of beetles.








II.
 
noun




a beetle of the scarabaeid family, typically having strong spiky forelegs for burrowing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Scarabaeidae

 (plural), from Latin 
scarabaeus

 (see scarab
 ).






scarabaeoid

 
/ˌskerəˈbēoid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a beetle of a large group that includes the scarabaeids, dor beetles, and stag beetles. Scarabaeoids include the largest known beetles, and are distinguished by having platelike terminal segments to the antennae.

Formerly called lamellicorn
 . [Superfamily 
Scarabaeoidea

 (formerly 
Lamellicornia

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Scarabaeoidea

 (plural), from Latin 
scarabaeus

 (see scarab
 ).





scaramouch

 
/ˌskerəˈmo͞oCH/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a boastful but cowardly person.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
Scaramuccia

 , the name of a stock character in Italian farce, from 
scaramuccia

 ‘skirmish,’ ultimately from the same Germanic base as skirmish
 .





Scarborough

 
/ˈskärˌbərō/






a town in southern Maine, just south of Portland; pop. 19,054 (est. 2008).









scarce

 
/skers/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of food, money, or some other resource) insufficient for the demand




•
 
as raw materials became scarce, synthetics were developed.










2.
 
occurring in small numbers or quantities; rare




•
 
the freshwater shrimp becomes scarce in soft water.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 scarcely




•
 
a babe scarce two years old.














III.
 
phrases





make oneself scarce








‹informal›

 leave a place, especially so as to avoid a difficult situation.












IV.
 
derivatives





scarceness

 
/ˈskersnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘restricted in quantity or size,’ also ‘parsimonious’): from a shortening of Anglo-Norman 
escars

 , from a Romance word meaning ‘plucked out, selected.’





scarcely

 
/ˈskerslē/






adverb



1.
 
only just; almost not




•
 
her voice is so low I can scarcely hear what she is saying.










2.
 
only a very short time before




•
 
she had scarcely dismounted before the door swung open.










3.
 
used to suggest that something is unlikely to be or certainly not the case




•
 
they could scarcely all be wrong.



















scarcity

 
/ˈskersədē/






noun




the state of being scarce or in short supply; shortage




•
 
a time of scarcity




•
 
the growing scarcity of resources.




















scare

 
/sker/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause great fear or nervousness in; frighten




•
 
the rapid questions were designed to 
scare

 her 
into

 blurting out the truth.










2.
 
drive or keep (someone) away by frightening them




•
 
the threat of bad weather 
scared away

 the crowds.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become scared




•
 
I don't think I scare easily.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden attack of fright




•
 
gosh, that gave me a scare!










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a situation characterized by sudden alarm or anxiety about something




•
 
recent food scares have made the public rightly sensitive to new, apparently untested technologies




•
 
she has been given the all-clear after a breast cancer scare.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





scare something up








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 manage to find or obtain something




•
 
for a price, the box office can usually scare up a pair of tickets.


















IV.
 
derivatives





scarer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
skirra

 ‘frighten,’ from 
skjarr

 ‘timid.’





scarecrow

 
/ˈskerˌkrō/






noun



1.
 
an object, usually made to resemble a human figure, set up to scare birds away from a field where crops are growing.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is very badly dressed, odd-looking, or thin.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 an object of baseless fear.













scared

 
/skerd/






adjective




fearful; frightened




•
 
she's 
scared stiff of

 her dad




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I was scared I was going to kill myself




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he's scared to come to you and ask for help.



















scaredy-cat

 
/ˈskerdēˌkat/






noun






‹informal›

 a timid person.













scaremonger

 
/ˈskerˌməNGɡər ˈskerˌmäNGɡər/






noun




a person who spreads frightening or ominous reports or rumors.













scaremongering

 
/ˈskerˌməNGɡ(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the spreading of frightening or ominous reports or rumors




•
 
claims of scaremongering about the fate of jobs




•
 
he criticized scaremongering in the media.














II.
 
adjective




spreading frightening or ominous reports or rumors




•
 
scaremongering tactics designed to frighten voters




•
 
scaremongering headlines in the tabloid press.



















scare quotes






plural noun




quotation marks used around a word or phrase when they are not required, thereby eliciting attention or doubts




•
 
putting the term “global warming” in scare quotes serves to subtly cast doubt on the reality of such a phenomenon.



















scare story






noun




a sensational account or news report that arouses fear or alarm about a particular issue




•
 
an increasing number of hoaxes and scare stories about email viruses




•
 
scare stories in the press about teenage gangs.



















scare tactic

 
/ske(ə)r ˈtaktik/






noun




a strategy intended to manipulate public opinion about a particular issue by arousing fear or alarm




•
 
we need facts, not scare tactics and false information.



















scareware

 
/ˈskerˌwer/






noun






‹informal›

 malicious computer programs designed to trick a user into buying and downloading unnecessary and potentially dangerous software, such as fake antivirus protection.




•
 
another worrying finding of the report is the huge increase in scareware.




















scarf1


 
/skärf/





I.
 
noun




a length or square of fabric worn around the neck or head.








II.
 
derivatives





scarfed

 
/skärft /

 
scarved






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sash (around the waist or over the shoulder)’): probably based on Old Northern French 
escarpe

 , probably identical with Old French 
escharpe

 ‘pilgrim's bag.’





scarf2


 
/skärf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join the ends of (two pieces of timber or metal) by beveling or notching them so that they fit over or into each other.




2.
 
make an incision in the blubber of (a whale).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
scarf joint

 )
 — a joint connecting two pieces of timber or metal in which the ends are beveled or notched so that they fit over or into each other.




2.
 
an incision made in the blubber of a whale.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): probably via Old French from Old Norse. The verb dates from the early 17th cent.






scarf3


 
/skärf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 eat or drink (something) hungrily or enthusiastically




•
 
he 
scarfed down

 the waffles.

















– origin

 1960s: variant of scoff
 2
 .





scarfskin

 
/ˈskärfskin/






noun






‹archaic›

 the thin outer layer of the skin; the epidermis.













scarifier

 
/ˈskerəˌfī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a tool with spikes or prongs used for breaking up matted vegetation in the surface of a lawn.




2.
 
a machine with spikes used for breaking up the surface of a road.













scarify1


 
/ˈskerəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut and remove debris from (a lawn) with a scarifier.




2.
 
break up the surface of (soil or pavement).




3.
 
make shallow incisions in (the skin), especially as a medical procedure or traditional cosmetic practice




•
 
she scarified the snakebite with a paring knife.










4.
 
criticize severely and hurtfully.








II.
 
derivatives





scarification

 
/ˌskerəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
scarifier

 , via late Latin from Greek 
skariphasthai

 ‘scratch an outline,’ from 
skariphos

 ‘stylus.’





scarify2


 
/ˈskerəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
scarifying

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 frighten




•
 
a scarifying mix of extreme violence and absurdist humor.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: formed irregularly from scare
 , perhaps on the pattern of 
terrify

 .





scarlatina

 
/ˌskärləˈtēnə /

 
scarletina





I.
 
noun




another term for scarlet fever
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Italian 
scarlattina

 (feminine), based on 
scarlatto

 ‘scarlet.’





Scarlatti

 
/skärˈlädē/






three Italian composers: 
Alessandro

 (1660–1725) was an important and prolific composer of operas that carried Italian opera through the baroque period and into the classical. His eldest son, 
Pietro Filippo

 (1679–1750), was a composer, organist, and choirmaster. Another son, 
(Giuseppe) Domenico

 (1685–1757), wrote over 550 sonatas for the harpsichord.









scarlet

 
/ˈskärlət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a brilliant red color




•
 
a mass of scarlet berries.










2.
 


‹chiefly dated›

 (of an offense or sin) wicked; heinous.




3.
 
immoral, especially promiscuous or unchaste.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a brilliant red color




•
 
papers lettered 
in scarlet

 and black.










2.
 
scarlet clothes or material.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting any brightly colored cloth): shortening of Old French 
escarlate

 , from medieval Latin 
scarlata

 , via Arabic and medieval Greek from late Latin 
sigillatus

 ‘decorated with small images,’ from 
sigillum

 ‘small image.’






scarlet fever

 
/ˈˌskärlət ˈfēvər/






noun




an infectious bacterial disease affecting especially children, and causing fever and a scarlet rash. It is caused by streptococci.














scarlet pimpernel

 
/ˈskärlət ˈpimpərˌnel ˈpimpərnəl/






noun




a small plant with scarlet flowers that close in rainy or cloudy weather. Native to Europe, it is also widespread throughout much of North America.

[
Anagallis arvensis

 subsp. 
arvensis

 , family 
Primulaceae

 .]













scarlet runner

 
/ˈskärlət ˈrənər /

 
scarlet runner bean






noun




a twining bean plant with scarlet flowers and very long flat edible pods. Native to Central and South America, it is widely cultivated in North America.

[
Phaseolus coccineus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]













scarlet tanager






noun




a tanager of eastern North America, the breeding male of which is bright red with black wings and tail.

[
Piranga olivacea

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Thraupinae

 ).]














scarp

 
/skärp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very steep bank or slope; an escarpment.




2.
 
the inner wall of a ditch in a fortification.

Compare with counterscarp
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or erode (a slope or hillside) so that it becomes steep, perpendicular, or precipitous.




2.
 
provide (a ditch in a fortification) with a steep scarp and counterscarp.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (with reference to fortification): from Italian 
scarpa

 .





scarper

 
/ˈskärpər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 run away




•
 
they left the stuff where it was and scarpered.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from Italian 
scappare

 ‘to escape,’ influenced by rhyming slang 
Scapa Flow

 ‘go.’





Scarsdale

 
/ˈskärzdāl/






a residential town in southeastern New York, an affluent suburb of New York City; pop. 17,695 (est. 2008).









scarves

 
/skärvz/






plural form of scarf
 1
 .









scary

 
/ˈskerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 frightening; causing fear




•
 
a scary movie.










2.
 


‹informal›

 uncannily striking or surprising




•
 
it was scary the way they bonded with each other.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scarily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
scariness






noun





















scat1


 
/skat/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 go away; leave




•
 
Scat! Leave me alone.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of scatter
 , or perhaps from the sound of a hiss (used to drive an animal away) + 
-cat

 .






scat2


 
/skat /

 
scat singing





I.
 
noun




improvised jazz singing in which the voice is used in imitation of an instrument.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sing using the voice in imitation of an instrument.











– origin

 1920s: probably imitative.






scat3


 
/skat/





I.
 
noun




droppings, especially those of carnivorous mammals.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
skōr

 , 
skat-

 ‘dung’; compare with scatology
 .





scathe

 
/skāT͟H /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be scathed

 )


1.
 
harm; injure




•
 
he was barely scathed.










2.
 


‹literary›

 damage or destroy by fire or lightning.








II.
 
noun




harm; injury.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
skathi

 (noun), 
skatha

 (verb); related to Dutch and German 
schaden

 (verb).





scathing

 
/ˈskāT͟HiNG/





I.
 
adjective




witheringly scornful; severely critical




•
 
she launched 
a scathing attack on

 the governor.














II.
 
derivatives





scathingly

 
/ˈskāT͟HiNGlē /






adverb





















scatological

 
/ˌskad(ə)lˈäjək(ə)l/






adjective




relating to or characterized by an interest in excrement and excretion




•
 
scatological humor




•
 
juvenile scatological obsessions.




















scatology

 
/skəˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an interest in or preoccupation with excrement and excretion.




2.
 
obscene literature that is concerned with excrement and excretion.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
skōr

 , 
skat-

 ‘dung’ + -logy
 . Compare with scat
 3
 .






scatter

 
/ˈskadər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw in various random directions




•
 


scatter

 the coconut 
over

 the icing




•
 
his family is hoping to scatter his ashes at sea.










2.
 
[usu. with 
adverbial

 ] (
be scattered

 )
 — occur or be found at intervals rather than all together




•
 
there are many mills scattered throughout the marshlands




•
 (as 
adj.

 
scattered

 )
 
a scattered mountain community.










3.
 
(of a group of people or animals) separate and move off quickly in different directions




•
 
the roar made the dogs scatter.










4.
 
cause (a group of people or animals) to separate and move off quickly in different directions




•
 
he charged across the foyer, scattering people.










5.
 
(usu. 
be scattered with

 )
 — cover (a surface) with objects thrown or spread randomly over it




•
 
sandy beaches scattered with driftwood.










6.
 


[Physics]

 deflect or diffuse (electromagnetic radiation or particles).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, dispersed amount of something




•
 


a scatter of

 houses on the north shore.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 the degree to which repeated measurements or observations of a quantity differ.




3.
 


[Physics]

 the scattering of light, other electromagnetic radiation, or particles.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scatterable






adjective













2.
 
scatteration

 
/ˌskatəˈrāSHən /






noun













3.
 
scatterer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): probably a variant of shatter
 .





scatterbrain

 
/ˈskadərˌbrān/






noun




a person who tends to be disorganized and lacking in concentration.














scatterbrained

 
/ˈskadərˌbrānd/






adjective




(of a person) disorganized and lacking in concentration.














scatter diagram

 
/ˈskatərɡram/






noun






[Statistics]

 a graph in which the values of two variables are plotted along two axes, the pattern of the resulting points revealing any correlation present.













scattergram

 
/ˈskadərˌɡram /

 
scattergraph






noun




another term for scatter diagram
 .













scattergun

 
/ˈskadərˌɡən/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shotgun.








II.
 
adjective




another term for scattershot
 .













scattering

 
/ˈskad(ə)riNG/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of scattering something.




2.
 
a small, dispersed amount of something




•
 
the scattering of freckles across her cheeks and forehead.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the process in which electromagnetic radiation or particles are deflected or diffused.













scattering angle






noun






[Physics]

 the angle through which a scattered particle or beam is deflected.













scatterplot

 
/ˈskadərˌplät /

 
scatter plot






noun




another term for scatter diagram
 .













scatter rug

 
/ˈskadər rəɡ/






noun




another term for throw rug
 .














scattershot

 
/ˈskadərˌSHät/






adjective




denoting something that is broad but random and haphazard in its range




•
 
a scattershot collection of stories.



















scatty

 
/ˈskadē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 absentminded and disorganized.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scattily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
scattiness

 
/ˈskadēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of scatterbrained
 .





scaup

 
/skôp/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian, North American, and New Zealand diving duck, the male of which has a black head with a green or purple gloss.

[Genus 
Aythya

 , family 
Anatidae

 : three species, in particular the widespread 
scaup

 (
A. marila

 ), with a black breast and white sides.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Scots variant of Scots and northern English 
scalp

 ‘mussel bed,’ a feeding ground of the duck.





scavenge

 
/ˈskavənj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search for and collect (anything usable) from discarded waste




•
 
people sell junk 
scavenged from

 the garbage




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the city dump where the squatters scavenge to survive.










2.
 
(of an animal) search for (carrion) as food.




3.
 
search for discarded items or food in (a place)




•
 
the mink is still commonly seen scavenging the beaches of California.










4.
 
remove (combustion products) from the cylinder of an internal combustion engine on the return stroke of the piston.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 combine with and remove (molecules, groups, etc.) from a particular medium.




•
 
chlorine molecules can scavenge ozone at a very fast rate.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘clean out (dirt)’): back-formation from scavenger
 .






scavenger

 
/ˈskavənjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal that feeds on carrion, dead plant material, or refuse.




2.
 
a person who searches for and collects discarded items.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a person employed to clean the streets.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 a substance that reacts with and removes particular molecules, groups, etc.




•
 
4-aminosalicylic acid is not an effective free radical scavenger.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of earlier 
scavager

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
scawager

 , from Old Northern French 
escauwer

 ‘inspect,’ from Flemish 
scauwen

 ‘to show.’ The term originally denoted an officer who collected 
scavage

 , a toll on foreign merchants' goods offered for sale in a town, later a person who kept the streets clean.





scavenger cell






noun




another term for phagocyte
 .













scavenger hunt

 
/ˈskavənjər hənt/






noun




a game, typically played in an extensive outdoor area, in which participants have to collect a number of miscellaneous objects.













Sc.B.





I.
 
abbreviation




Bachelor of Science.











– origin

 from Latin 
Scientiae Baccalaureus

 .





SCC






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 storage connecting circuit.













ScD





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Science.











– origin

 from Latin 
scientiae doctor

 .





scena

 
/ˈSHānə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a scene in an opera.




2.
 
an elaborate dramatic solo, usually including recitative.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin, ‘scene.’






scenario

 
/səˈnerēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written outline of a movie, novel, or stage work giving details of the plot and individual scenes




•
 
imagine the scenarios for four short stories.










2.
 
a postulated sequence or development of events




•
 
a possible scenario is that he was attacked after opening the front door.










3.
 
a setting, in particular for a work of art or literature




•
 
the scenario is World War II.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
scena

 ‘scene.’ / 
usage:

 Strictly, a 
scenario

 is ‘an outline of a plot’ or ‘a postulated sequence of events’: the worst-case scenario. It is often used loosely to mean ‘situation,’ as in a nightmare scenario, but this should be avoided in careful writing.





scenarist

 
/səˈnerəst/






noun




a screenwriter.














scend

 
/send /

 

‹archaic›


 
send





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the push or surge created by a wave.




2.
 
a pitching or surging movement of a vessel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vessel) pitch or surge up in a heavy sea.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb): alteration of send
 1
 or descend
 . The noun dates from the early 18th cent.






scene

 
/sēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the place where an incident in real life or fiction occurs or occurred




•
 
the emergency team were among the first 
on the scene






•
 
relatives left flowers 
at the scene of

 the crash.










2.
 
a place, with the people, objects, and events in it, regarded as having a particular character or making a particular impression




•
 
a 
scene of

 carnage.










3.
 
a landscape




•
 
thick snow had turned the scene outside into a picture postcard.










4.
 
an incident of a specified nature




•
 
there had already been some scenes of violence.










5.
 
a place or representation of an incident




•
 
scenes of 1930s America.










6.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a specified area of activity or interest




•
 
the country music scene.










7.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a public display of emotion or anger




•
 
she was loath to 
make a scene

 in the office.










8.
 
a sequence of continuous action in a play, movie, opera, or book




•
 
a scene from Brando's first film.










9.
 
a subdivision of an act of a play in which the time is continuous and the setting fixed and which does not usually involve a change of characters




•
 
beginning at Act One, Scene One.










10.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the pieces of scenery used in a play or opera




•
 
scene changes.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
behind the scenes





a.
 
out of sight of the public at a theater or organization.




b.
 
secretly




•
 
diplomatic maneuvers going on behind the scenes.















2.
 
change of scene






another way of saying change of scenery
 (see scenery
 ).









3.
 
come (or appear or arrive) on the scene






arrive; appear.









4.
 
hit (or make) the scene






informal way of saying come on the scene
 above.









5.
 
not one's scene








‹informal›

 not something one enjoys or is interested in




•
 
sorry, that witchcraft stuff is not my scene.















6.
 
set the scene





a.
 
describe a place or situation in which something is about to happen.




b.
 
create the conditions for a future event




•
 
the congressman's speech 
set the scene for

 a bitter debate.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a subdivision of a play, or (a piece of) stage scenery): from Latin 
scena

 , from Greek 
skēnē

 ‘tent, stage.’





scene painter






noun




a person whose job is to paint the background used to represent natural features or other surroundings on a theater stage or film set




•
 
scene painters in Vienna were employed creating the set.




















scenery

 
/ˈsēn(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the natural features of a landscape considered in terms of their appearance, especially when picturesque




•
 
spectacular views of mountain scenery.










2.
 
the painted background used to represent natural features or other surroundings on a theater stage or movie set.








II.
 
phrases





change of scenery






a move to different surroundings




•
 
we spent the weekend in Seattle just for a change of scenery.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs





chew (up) the scenery








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 (of an actor) overact




•
 
he chews up the courtroom scenery as the unscrupulous attorney.





















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (earlier as 
scenary

 ): from Italian 
scenario

 (see scenario
 ). The change in the ending was due to association with -ery
 .





scene-stealer






noun



1.
 
an actor who outshines the rest of the cast, especially unexpectedly.




2.
 
a person or thing that takes more than their fair share of attention.













scenester

 
/ˈsēnstər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person associated with or immersed in a particular fashionable cultural scene.













scenic

 
/ˈsēnik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
providing or relating to views of impressive or beautiful natural scenery




•
 
the scenic route to Brussels




•
 
scenic beauty.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to theatrical scenery




•
 
a scenic artist from the Metropolitan Opera House.










3.
 
(of a picture) representing an incident




•
 
the trend to scenic figural work.














II.
 
derivatives





scenically

 
/ˈsēnik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘theatrical’): via Latin from Greek 
skēnikos

 ‘of the stage,’ from 
skēnē

 (see scene
 ).





scenic railway

 
/ˈsēnik ˈrālˌwā/






noun




an attraction at a fair or in a park consisting of a miniature railroad that runs past natural features and artificial scenery.













scenography

 
/sēˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the design and painting of theatrical scenery.




2.
 
(in painting and drawing) the representation of objects in perspective.








II.
 
derivatives





scenographic

 
/ˌsēnəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
scénographie

 , or via Latin from Greek 
skēnographia

 ‘scene-painting,’ from 
skēnē

 (see scene
 ).





scent

 
/sent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinctive smell, especially one that is pleasant




•
 
the scent of freshly cut hay.










2.
 
pleasant-smelling liquid worn on the skin; perfume




•
 
she sprayed scent over her body.










3.
 
a trail indicated by the characteristic smell of an animal and perceptible to hounds or other animals




•
 
the hound followed the scent.










4.
 
a trail of evidence or other signs assisting someone in a search or investigation




•
 
once their interest is aroused, they follow the scent with sleuthlike pertinacity.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 the faculty or sense of smell.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be scented with

 )
 — impart a pleasant scent to




•
 
a glass of tea scented with lemon balm.










2.
 
discern by the sense of smell




•
 
a shark can scent blood from well over half a mile away.










3.
 
sense the presence, existence, or imminence of




•
 
a commander who scented victory.










4.
 
sniff (the air) for a scent




•
 
the bull advanced, scenting the breeze at every step.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the scent






in possession of a useful clue in a search or investigation; following a trail that will likely lead to the discovery or acquisition of something.









2.
 
put (or throw) someone off the scent






mislead someone in the course of a search or investigation.












IV.
 
derivatives





scentless

 
/ˈsentləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the sense of smell): from Old French 
sentir

 ‘perceive, smell,’ from Latin 
sentire

 . The addition of 
-c-

 (in the 17th cent.) is unexplained.





scented

 
/ˈsen(t)əd/






adjective




having a pleasant scent




•
 
scented soap.



















scent gland






noun




an animal gland that secretes an odorous pheromone or defensive substance, especially one under the tail of a carnivorous mammal such as a civet or skunk.













scent mark





I.
 
noun




an odoriferous substance containing a pheromone that is deposited by a mammal from a scent gland or in the urine or feces, typically on prominent objects in an area.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a mammal) deposit a scent mark.














scepter

 
/ˈseptər /

 


‹Brit.›

 sceptre





I.
 
noun




an ornamented staff carried by rulers on ceremonial occasions as a symbol of sovereignty.








II.
 
derivatives





sceptered






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ceptre

 , via Latin from Greek 
skēptron

 , from 
skēptein

 (alteration of 
skēptesthai

 ) ‘lean on.’





sch.






abbreviation



1.
 
scholar.




2.
 
school.




3.
 
schooner.













schadenfreude

 
/ˈSHädənˌfroidə/





I.
 
noun




pleasure derived by someone from another person's misfortune.











– origin

 German 
Schadenfreude

 , from 
Schaden

 ‘harm’ + 
Freude

 ‘joy.’





Schaumburg

 
/ˈSHômˌbərɡ/






a residential and industrial village in northeastern Illinois, northwest of Chicago; pop. 71,716 (est. 2008).









Schawlow, Arthur Leonard

 
/ˈSHôˌlō/






(1921–99), US inventor. With Charles H. Townes, he invented the laser. He shared the 1981 Nobel Prize in Physics with 
Nicolaas Bloembergen

 (1920–) and 
Kai M. Siegbahn

 (1918–2007).










schedule

 
/ˈskejəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plan for carrying out a process or procedure, giving lists of intended events and times




•
 
we have drawn up an engineering schedule.










2.
 
(usu. 
one's schedule

 )
 — one's day-to-day plans or timetable




•
 
take a moment out of your busy schedule.










3.
 
a timetable




•
 
information on airline schedules.










4.
 


[chiefly Law]

 an appendix to a formal document or statute, especially as a list, table, or inventory.




5.
 
(with reference to an income tax system) any of the forms (named “A,” “B,” etc.) issued for completion and relating to the various classes into which taxable income is divided.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange or plan (an event) to take place at a particular time




•
 
the release of the single is 
scheduled for

 April.










2.
 
make arrangements for (someone or something) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he is scheduled to be released from prison this spring.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
ahead of (or behind) schedule






earlier (or later) than planned or expected.









2.
 
on (or according to) schedule






on time; as planned or expected.












IV.
 
derivatives





schedular

 
/-ər /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘scroll, explanatory note, appendix’): from Old French 
cedule

 , from late Latin 
schedula

 ‘slip of paper,’ diminutive of 
scheda

 , from Greek 
skhedē

 ‘papyrus leaf.’ The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





scheduled

 
/ˈskejo͞old ˈskejəld/






adjective



1.
 
included in or planned according to a schedule




•
 
the bus makes one scheduled thirty-minute stop.










2.
 
(especially of an airline or flight) relating to or forming part of a regular service rather than specially chartered.














scheduled caste





I.
 
noun




the official name given in India to the lowest caste, considered ‘untouchable’ in orthodox Hindu scriptures and practice, officially regarded as socially disadvantaged.











usage:

 See usage at untouchable
 .





scheduler

 
/ˈskejo͞olər ˈskejələr/






noun



1.
 
a person or machine that organizes or maintains schedules.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a program that arranges jobs or a computer's operations into an appropriate sequence.













scheelite

 
/ˈSHāˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a fluorescent mineral, white when pure, that consists of calcium tungstate and is an important ore of tungsten.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Carl W. 
Scheele

 (1742–86), Swedish chemist, + -ite
 1
 .





schefflera

 
/ˈSHeflərə, SHefˈli(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen tropical or subtropical shrub or small tree that is widely grown as a houseplant for its decorative foliage.

[Genus 
Schefflera

 , family 
Araliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after J. C. 
Scheffler

 , 18th-cent. German botanist.





Scheherazade

 
/SHəˈherəzäd/






the character who narrates the 
Arabian Nights

 . Her delightful storytelling wins the favor and mercy of her husband, a Persian king.










Scheldt

 
/SHelt, skelt /

 
Schelde






a river in northern Europe. Rising in northern France, it flows 270 miles (432 km) through Belgium and the Netherlands to the North Sea.

French name Escaut
 .










schema

 
/ˈskēmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a representation of a plan or theory in the form of an outline or model




•
 
a schema of scientific reasoning.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Logic]

 a syllogistic figure.




3.
 


‹technical›

 (in Kantian philosophy) a conception of what is common to all members of a class; a general or essential type or form.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a term in philosophy): from Greek 
skhēma

 ‘form, figure.’






schematic

 
/skēˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a diagram or other representation) symbolic and simplified.




2.
 
(of thought, ideas, etc.) simplistic or formulaic in character, usually to an extent inappropriate to the complexities of the subject matter




•
 
a highly schematic reading of the play.














II.
 
noun




(in technical contexts) a schematic diagram, in particular of an electric or electronic circuit.








III.
 
derivatives





schematically

 
/skēˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















schematism

 
/ˈskēməˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




the arrangement or presentation of something according to a scheme or schema.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
schematismus

 , from Greek 
skhēmatismos

 ‘assumption of a certain form,’ from 
skhēma

 , 
skhēmat-

 ‘form.’





schematize

 
/ˈskēməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange or represent in a schematic form.








II.
 
derivatives





schematization

 
/ˌskēmətiˈzāSHən /






noun






















scheme

 
/skēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large-scale systematic plan or arrangement for attaining some particular object or putting a particular idea into effect




•
 
a clever marketing scheme.










2.
 
a secret or underhanded plan; a plot




•
 
police uncovered a scheme to steal paintings worth more than $250,000.










3.
 
a particular ordered system or arrangement




•
 
a classical rhyme scheme.










4.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 a public housing complex




•
 
the whole scheme is plunged into darkness, bar the light in Victor's house.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make plans, especially in a devious way or with intent to do something illegal or wrong


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he schemed to bring about the collapse of the government.














III.
 
phrases





the scheme of things






a supposed or apparent overall system, within which everything has a place and in relation to which individual details are ultimately to be assessed




•
 
in the overall scheme of things, we didn't do badly.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a figure of speech): from Latin 
schema

 , from Greek (see schema
 ). An early sense was ‘diagram of the position of celestial objects,’ giving rise to ‘diagram, outline,’ whence the current senses. The unfavorable notion “plot”arose in the mid 18th cent.





schemer

 
/ˈskēmər/






noun




a person who is involved in making secret or underhanded plans.













schemie

 
/ˈskēmē /

 
schemey





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who lives in a public housing complex, typically seen as disadvantaged or disreputable




•
 
he is a young schemie from one of the housing estates.

















– origin

 1990s: from scheme
 and -y
 2
 .





scheming

 
/ˈskēmiNG/





I.
 
adjective




given to or involved in making secret and underhanded plans




•
 
they had mean, scheming little minds.














II.
 
noun




the activity or practice of making secret or underhanded plans.








III.
 
derivatives





schemingly






adverb





















Schenectady

 
/skəˈnektədē/






an industrial city in eastern New York, northwest of Albany; pop. 61,152 (est. 2008).









Schengen agreement

 
/ˈSHeNGən əˌɡrēmənt/






an intergovernmental agreement on the relaxation of border controls between participating European countries, first signed in Schengen, Luxembourg, in June 1985 by France, West Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. A revised version of the agreement was incorporated into the European Union in 1999 and widened to include non-EU members of a similar Nordic union.









scherzando

 
/skərtˈsändō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) in a playful manner.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘joking.’





scherzo

 
/ˈskertsō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a vigorous, light, or playful composition, typically comprising a movement in a symphony or sonata.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘jest.’





Schiaparelli, Elsa

 
/ˌskyäpəˈrelē, ˌSHäpə-/






(1896–1973), French fashion designer, born in Italy.









Schick test

 
/ˈSHik ˌtest/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a test for previously acquired immunity to diphtheria, using an intradermal injection of diphtheria toxin.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Bela 
Schick

 (1877–1967), Hungarian-born US pediatrician.





Schiller, Friedrich von

 
/ˈSHilər/






(1759–1805), German playwright, poet, historian, and critic; full name 
Johann Christoph Friedrich von Schiller

 . Initially influenced by the 
Sturm und Drang

 movement, he was later an important figure of the Enlightenment. His historical plays include the trilogy 
Wallenstein

 (1800), 
Mary Stuart

 (1800), and 
William Tell

 (1804).









schilling

 
/ˈSHiliNG/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Austria (until replaced by the euro), equal to 100 groschen.











– origin

 from German 
Schilling

 ; compare with shilling
 .





Schindler, Oskar

 
/ˈSHindlər/






(1908–74), German industrialist. He saved more than 1,200 Jews from concentration camps by employing them first in his enamelware factory in Cracow and then in an armaments factory in Czechoslovakia in 1944. This was dramatized in the movie 
Schindler's List

 (1993), based on 
Schindler's Ark

 (1982), a novel by Thomas Keneally.









schipperke

 
/ˈskipərkē/





I.
 
noun




a small black tailless dog of a breed with a ruff of fur around its neck.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Dutch dialect, literally ‘little boatman,’ with reference to its use as a watchdog on barges.






schism

 
/ˈs(k)izəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a split or division between strongly opposed sections or parties, caused by differences in opinion or belief.




2.
 
the formal separation of a church into two churches or the secession of a group owing to doctrinal and other differences.

See also Great Schism
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
scisme

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
skhisma

 ‘cleft,’ from 
skhizein

 ‘to split.’





schismatic

 
/s(k)izˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




of, characterized by, or favoring schism.








II.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 (especially in the Christian Church) a person who promotes schism; an adherent of a schismatic group.








III.
 
derivatives





schismatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
scismatique

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from ecclesiastical Greek 
skhismatikos

 , from 
skhisma

 (see schism
 ).





schist

 
/SHist/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a coarse-grained metamorphic rock that consists of layers of different minerals and can be split into thin irregular plates.








II.
 
derivatives





schistous

 
/-təs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
schiste

 , via Latin from Greek 
skhistos

 ‘split,’ from the base of 
skhizein

 ‘cleave.’





schistose

 
/ˈSHistōs ˈSHistōz/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of metamorphic rock) having a laminar structure like that of schist.








II.
 
derivatives





schistosity

 
/ˌSHisˈtäsədē /






noun






















schistosome

 
/ˈSHistəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 a parasitic flatworm that needs two hosts to complete its life cycle. The immature form infests freshwater snails, and the adult lives in the blood vessels of birds and mammals, causing bilharzia in humans.

Also called blood fluke
 . [Genus 
Schistosoma

 , subclass 
Digenea

 , class 
Trematoda

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Schistosoma

 , from Greek 
skhistos

 ‘divided’ + 
sōma

 ‘body.’






schistosomiasis

 
/ˌSHistōsəˈmīəsəs/






noun




another term for bilharzia
 (the disease).














schizandra

 
/skitˈsandrə/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese herb whose berries are credited with various stimulant or medicinal properties.

Also called magnolia vine
 . [
Schisandra chinensis

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, 
Schisandra

 , formed as 
schizo-

 + Greek 
andr-

 , 
anēr

 man, on account of the divided stamens.





schizanthus

 
/ˌskitˈsanTHəs ˌskiˈzanTHəs/





I.
 
noun




a South American plant of the nightshade family, with irregularly lobed showy flowers marked with one or more contrasting colors.

[Genus 
Schizanthus

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
skhizein

 ‘to split’ + 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





schizo

 
/ˈskitsō /

 

‹informal, offensive›






I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their behavior) schizophrenic.








II.
 
noun




a schizophrenic.











– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






schizo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
divided; split




•
 
schizocarp.










2.
 
relating to schizophrenia




•
 
schizotype.

















– origin

 from Greek 
skhizein

 ‘to split.’





schizo-affective

 
/ˌskitsōəˈfektiv /

 
schizoaffective






adjective




characterized by or exhibiting symptoms of both schizophrenia and a mood disorder such as bipolar disorder or depression




•
 
schizo-affective disorder




•
 
she was diagnosed as schizo-affective.



















schizocarp

 
/ˈskitsōˌkärp/






noun






[Botany]

 a dry fruit that splits into single-seeded parts when ripe.













schizogenous

 
/skiˈzäjənəs, skitˈsäj-/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of an intercellular space in a plant) formed by the splitting of the common wall of contiguous cells.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
schizogenic

 
/ˌskizəjenik, ˌskitsə- /






adjective













2.
 
schizogeny

 
/skiˈzäjənē, skitˈsäj- /






noun





















schizogony

 
/skiˈzäɡənē, skitˈsäɡ-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 asexual reproduction by multiple fission, found in some protozoa, especially parasitic sporozoans.








II.
 
derivatives





schizogonous

 
/-nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from schizo-
 ‘divided’ + Greek 
-gonia

 ‘production.’





schizoid

 
/ˈskitˌsoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Psychiatry]

 denoting or having a personality type characterized by emotional aloofness and solitary habits.




2.
 


[Psychiatry]

 
‹informal›

 having inconsistent or contradictory elements; crazy




•
 
it's a frenzied, schizoid place.














II.
 
noun




a schizoid person.













schizont

 
/ˈskizänt, ˈskitsänt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 (in certain sporozoan protozoans) a cell that divides by schizogony to form daughter cells.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from schizo-
 ‘divided’ + -ont
 .






schizophrenia

 
/ˌskitsəˈfrēnēə ˌskitsəˈfrenēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-term mental disorder of a type involving a breakdown in the relation between thought, emotion, and behavior, leading to faulty perception, inappropriate actions and feelings, withdrawal from reality and personal relationships into fantasy and delusion, and a sense of mental fragmentation.




2.
 
(in general use) a mentality or approach characterized by inconsistent or contradictory elements.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
skhizein

 ‘to split’ + 
phrēn

 ‘mind.’





schizophrenic

 
/ˌskitsəˈfrenik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having, relating to, or characteristic of schizophrenia




•
 
schizophrenic patients




•
 
schizophrenic symptoms.










2.
 
(in general use) characterized by inconsistent or contradictory elements




•
 
walking around the museum was a strangely schizophrenic experience.














II.
 
noun




a person with schizophrenia




•
 
she was diagnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic




•
 
he became known for his success in treating schizophrenics.



















schizotype

 
/ˈskitsəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun




a personality type in which mild symptoms of schizophrenia are present.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
schizotypal

 
/ˌskitsəˈtīpəl /






adjective













2.
 
schizotypy

 
/ˌskitˈsätəpē /






noun





















Schlegel, August Wilhelm von

 
/ˈSHlāɡəl/






(1767–1845), German romantic poet and critic, who was among the founders of art history and comparative philology. His brother, 
Friedrich von Schlegel

 (1772–1829), was a critic, philosopher, and poet who wrote on comparative literature and philology.










schlemiel

 
/SHləˈmēl /

 
shlemiel





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid, awkward, or unlucky person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
shlemiel

 .






schlep

 
/SHlep /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›


 
schlepp
 , shlep





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
haul or carry (something heavy or awkward)




•
 
she schlepped her groceries home.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) go or move reluctantly or with effort




•
 
I would have preferred not to schlep all the way over there to run an errand.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tedious or difficult journey.




2.
 
another term for schlepper
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent. (as a verb): from Yiddish 
shlepn

 ‘drag,’ from Middle High German 
sleppen

 .






schlepper

 
/ˈSHlepər /

 
shlepper





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an inept or stupid person.











– origin

 1930s: Yiddish, from 
shlepn

 (see schlep
 ).





Schlesinger, Arthur Meier1


 
/ˈSHlāziNGər, ˈSHlesinjər/






(1888–1965), US historian. He wrote 
The Colonial Merchants and the American Revolution, 1763–1776

 (1918), 
New Viewpoints in American History

 (1922), and 
The American Reformer

 (1950).









Schlesinger, Arthur Meier2







Jr. (1917–2007), US historian; the son of Arthur Meier Schlesinger. A professor at Harvard University 1946–61 and advisor to Presidents Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, he wrote 
The Age of Jackson

 (1945), 
The Age of Roosevelt

 in three volumes (1957–60), 
A Thousand Days: John F. Kennedy in the White House

 (1965), and 
The Imperial Presidency

 (1973).









Schleswig

 
/ˈSHleswiɡ, ˈSHlāsviKH, -vik/






a former Danish duchy, located on the southern part of the Jutland peninsula.









Schleswig-Holstein

 
/ˈhōlˌstīn, -ˌSHtīn/






a state in northwestern Germany that occupies the southern part of the Jutland peninsula; capital, Kiel. It consists of the former duchies of Schleswig and Holstein.









Schlick, Moritz

 
/SHlik/






(1882–1936), German philosopher and physicist; founder of the Vienna Circle.









Schliemann, Heinrich

 
/ˈSHlēˌmän/






(1822–90), German archaeologist. In 1871, he began excavating the mound of Hissarlik in Turkey, where he discovered the remains of nine superimposed cities, one of which he mistakenly identified as Homer's Troy. By 1876, he had undertaken excavations at Mycenae.









schlieren

 
/ˈSHlirən/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 discernible layers in a transparent material that differ from the surrounding material in density or composition.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Geology]

 irregular streaks or masses in igneous rock that differ from the surrounding rock in texture or composition.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Schlieren

 , plural of 
Schliere

 ‘streak.’





schlimazel

 
/SHləˈmäzəl /

 
schlemazel





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a consistently unlucky or accident-prone person.











– origin

 Yiddish, from Middle High German, 
slim

 , ‘crooked’ + Hebrew, 
mazzāl

 , ‘luck.’






schlock

 
/SHläk /

 
shlock





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 cheap or inferior goods or material; trash




•
 
they peddle their schlock to willing tourists




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
schlock journalism.














II.
 
derivatives





schlocky






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: apparently from Yiddish 
shlak

 ‘an apoplectic stroke,’ 
shlog

 ‘wretch, untidy person, apoplectic stroke.’





schlockmeister

 
/ˈSHläkˌmīstər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a purveyor of cheap or trashy goods.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from schlock
 + German 
Meister

 ‘master.’





schlong

 
/SHlôNG SHläNG/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a man's penis.











– origin

 1960s: from Yiddish 
shlang

 , from Middle High German 
slange

 ‘snake.’






schlub

 
/SHləb /

 
shlub





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a talentless, unattractive, or boorish person.











– origin

 1960s: Yiddish 
shlub

 , perhaps from Polish 
żłób

 .






schlump

 
/SHlo͝omp /

 
shlump





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a slow, slovenly, or inept person.











– origin

 1940s: apparently related to Yiddish 
shlumperdik

 ‘dowdy’ and German 
Schlumpe

 ‘slattern.’





schlumpy

 
/ˈSHlo͝ompē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 slovenly or scruffy




•
 
compared with the hip clientele, we felt a little schlumpy in our parkas




•
 
a schlumpy bathrobe.

















– origin

 1950s: from schlump
 + -y
 1
 .





Schmallenberg virus

 
/ˈSHmôlənbərɡ ˌvīrəs/





I.
 
noun




an RNA virus causing birth defects and stillbirths in cattle, sheep, etc., in western Europe, first identified in 2011 and thought to be transmitted by midges




•
 
the Schmallenberg virus was high on the agenda of a conference organized by the National Farmers Union today.

















– origin

 named after the German town of 
Schmallenberg

 , where the first cases were identified.





schmaltz

 
/SHmälts SHmôlts /

 
schmalz





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 excessive sentimentality, especially in music or movies.











– origin

 1930s: from Yiddish 
shmaltz

 , from German 
Schmalz

 ‘drippings, lard.’





schmaltzy

 
/ˈSHmôltsē ˈSHmältsē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 excessively sentimental




•
 
schmaltzy ballads.

















– origin

 1930s: from schmaltz + -y1
 .





schmatte

 
/ˈSHmädə /

 
shmatte





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a rag; a ragged or shabby garment.











– origin

 1970s: Yiddish 
shmatte

 , from Polish 
szmata

 ‘rag.’





schmear

 
/SHmir /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
schmeer
 , shmeer
 , shmear





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a corrupt or underhanded inducement; a bribe.




2.
 
a smear or spread




•
 
the bagel so perfect with a schmear of low-fat cream cheese.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flatter or ingratiate oneself with (someone)




•
 
he was constantly buying us drinks and schmearing us up.














III.
 
phrases





the whole schmear








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 everything possible or available; every aspect of the situation




•
 
I'm going for the whole schmear.





















– origin

 1960s: from Yiddish 
shmirn

 ‘flatter, grease.’





Schmidt–Cassegrain telescope

 
/ˌSHmitˈkasiˌɡrān ˌteləˌskōp/






noun




a type of catadioptric telescope, using the correcting plate of a Schmidt telescope together with the secondary mirror and rear focus of a Cassegrain telescope.













Schmidt telescope

 
Schmidt camera





I.
 
noun




a type of catadioptric telescope used solely for wide-angle astronomical photography, with a thin glass plate at the front to correct for spherical aberration. A curved photographic plate is placed at the prime focus inside the telescope.











– origin

 1930s: named after Bernhard V. 
Schmidt

 (1879–1935), the German inventor.





Schmitt trigger

 
/ˈSHmit ˌtriɡər/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a bistable circuit in which the output increases to a steady maximum when the input rises above a certain threshold, and decreases almost to zero when the input voltage falls below another threshold.











– origin

 1940s: named after Otto H. 
Schmitt

 (born 1913), American electronics engineer.





schmo

 
/SHmō /

 
shmo





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid person.




2.
 
(also 
Joe Schmo

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a hypothetical ordinary man.











– origin

 1940s: alteration of schmuck
 .





schmooze

 
/SHmo͞oz /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›


 
shmooze





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk intimately and cozily; gossip.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — talk in a cozy or intimate manner to (someone), typically in order to manipulate, flatter, or impress them.








II.
 
noun




a long and intimate conversation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
schmoozer

 
/ˈSHmo͞ozər /






noun













2.
 
schmoozy






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as a verb): from Yiddish 
shmuesn

 ‘converse, chat.’






schmuck

 
/SHmək /

 
shmuck





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a foolish or contemptible person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
shmok

 ‘penis.’





schmutz

 
/SHmo͝ots /

 
shmutz





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dirt or a similar unpleasant substance




•
 
these handy wipes are always close by for swiping schmutz off my shoes, or cleaning up coffee spills




•
 
double-check you don't have schmutz in your teeth!

















– origin

 Yiddish 
shmuts

 or German 
Schmutz

 .





schnapps

 
/SHnaps/





I.
 
noun




a strong alcoholic drink resembling gin and often flavored with fruit




•
 
peach schnapps.

















– origin

 from German 
Schnaps

 , literally ‘dram of liquor,’ from Low German and Dutch 
snaps

 ‘mouthful.’





schnauzer

 
/ˈSHnouzər/





I.
 
noun




a medium- or small-sized dog of a German breed with a close wiry coat and heavy whiskers around the muzzle.











– origin

 1920s: from German, from 
Schnauze

 ‘muzzle, snout.’





schnitzel

 
/ˈSHnitsəl/





I.
 
noun




a thin slice of veal or other light meat, coated in breadcrumbs and fried.











– origin

 from German 
Schnitzel

 , literally ‘slice.’





schnook

 
/SHno͝ok /

 
shnook





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person easily duped; a fool.











– origin

 1940s: perhaps from German 
Schnucke

 ‘small sheep’ or from Yiddish 
shnuk

 ‘snout.’





schnorrer

 
/ˈSHnôrər /

 
shnorrer





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a beggar or scrounger; a layabout.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
shnorrer

 , variant of German 
Schnurrer

 .





schnoz

 
/SHnäz /

 
schnozz
 , schnozzola





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's nose.











– origin

 1940s: from Yiddish 
shnoytz

 , from German 
Schnauze

 ‘snout.’





Schoenberg, Arnold

 
/ˈSHə(r)nˌbərɡ, ˈSHœnˌberk/






(1874–1951), US composer and music theorist, born in Austria. He introduced atonality into his second string quartet (1907–08), while 
Serenade

 (1923) is the first example of the technique of serialism.









scholar

 
/ˈskälər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a specialist in a particular branch of study, especially the humanities; a distinguished academic




•
 
a Hebrew scholar.










2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 a person who is highly educated or has an aptitude for study




•
 
Mr. Bell declares himself no scholar.










3.
 
a student holding a scholarship.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a student.











– origin

 Old English 
scol(i)ere

 ‘schoolchild, student,’ from late Latin 
scholaris

 , from Latin 
schola

 (see school
 1
 ).





scholarly

 
/ˈskälərlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving or relating to serious academic study




•
 
scholarly journals




•
 
a scholarly career.










2.
 
having or showing knowledge, learning, or devotion to academic pursuits




•
 
a scholarly account of the period




•
 
an earnest, scholarly man.














II.
 
derivatives





scholarliness

 
/ˈskälərlēnəs /






noun





















scholarship

 
/ˈskälərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
academic study or achievement; learning of a high level.




2.
 
a grant or payment made to support a student's education, awarded on the basis of academic or other achievement.













scholastic

 
/skəˈlastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerning schools and education




•
 
scholastic achievement.










2.
 


(US)

 of or relating to secondary schools.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Theology]

 of, relating to, or characteristic of medieval scholasticism.




4.
 
typical of scholasticism in being pedantic or overly subtle.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Theology]

 
‹historical›

 an adherent of scholasticism; a schoolman.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a member of a religious order, especially the Society of Jesus, who is between the novitiate and the priesthood.








III.
 
derivatives





scholastically

 
/skəˈlastək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): via Latin from Greek 
skholastikos

 ‘studious,’ from 
skholazein

 ‘be at leisure to study,’ from 
skholē

 (see school
 1
 ).





scholasticism

 
/skəˈlastəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
the system of theology and philosophy taught in medieval European universities, based on Aristotelian logic and the writings of the early Church Fathers and having a strong emphasis on tradition and dogma.




2.
 
narrow-minded insistence on traditional doctrine.













scholiast

 
/ˈskōlēˌast/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a commentator on ancient or classical literature.








II.
 
derivatives





scholiastic

 
/ˌskōlēˈastik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Greek 
skholiastēs

 , from 
skholiazein

 ‘write scholia’ (see scholium
 ).






scholium

 
/ˈskōlēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a marginal note or explanatory comment made by a scholiast.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
skholion

 , from 
skholē

 ‘learned discussion.’






school1


 
/sko͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an institution for educating children




•
 
Ryder's children did not go to school at all




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
school supplies.










2.
 
the buildings used by an institution for educating children




•
 
the cost of building a new school.










3.
 
[treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — the students and staff of a school




•
 
the principal was addressing the whole school.










4.
 
a day's work at school; lessons




•
 
school started at 7 a.m.










5.
 
any institution at which instruction is given in a particular discipline




•
 
a dancing school.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for university
 .




7.
 
a department or faculty of a college concerned with a particular subject of study




•
 
the School of Dental Medicine.










8.
 
a group of people, particularly writers, artists, or philosophers, sharing the same or similar ideas, methods, or style




•
 
the Frankfurt school of critical theory.










9.
 
a style, approach, or method of a specified character




•
 
filmmakers are tired of the skin-deep school of cinema.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 send to school; educate




•
 
he was schooled in Boston.










2.
 
train or discipline (someone) in a particular skill or activity




•
 
he 
schooled

 her 
in

 horsemanship




•
 
it's important to 
school yourself to

 be good at exams.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
leave school






discontinue one's education




•
 
he left school at 16.















2.
 
of (or from) the old school






see old school
 .









3.
 
the school of hard knocks






see knock
 .









4.
 
school of thought






a particular way of thinking, typically one disputed by the speaker




•
 
a school of thought that calls into question the constitutional foundations of this country.





















– origin

 Old English 
scōl

 , 
scolu

 , via Latin from Greek 
skholē

 ‘leisure, philosophy, place where lectures are given,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
escole

 .






school2


 
/sko͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a large group of fish or sea mammals.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of fish or sea mammals) form a large group.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
schōle

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Old English 
scolu

 ‘troop.’ Compare with shoal
 1
 .





school age

 
/sko͞ol āj/





I.
 
noun




the age range of children normally attending school.








II.
 
derivatives





school-age

 
school-aged






adjective






















school board

 
/ˈsko͞ol ˌbô(ə)rd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a local board or authority responsible for the provision and maintenance of schools.













schoolbook

 
/ˈsko͞olbo͝ok/






noun




a textbook used in a school.













schoolboy

 
/ˈsko͞olˌboi/






noun



1.
 
a boy attending school.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — characteristic of or associated with schoolboys, especially in being immature




•
 
schoolboy humor.



















school bus






noun




a bus that transports students from home to school, school to home, or to school-sponsored events.













schoolchild

 
/ˈsko͞olˌCHīld/






noun




a child attending school.













school colors






plural noun




a badge, cap, or other item in the distinctive colors of a particular school, typically awarded to a student who represents the school as a participant in a competitive sport.













school day






noun




a day on which classes are held in a primary or secondary school.













schooldays

 
/ˈsko͞olˌdāz/






plural noun




the period in someone's life when they attended school




•
 
a close friend from their schooldays.



















school district

 
/ˈsko͞ol ˌdistrikt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a geographical unit for the local administration of schools.













schooled

 
/sko͞old/






adjective

 — [often in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
educated or trained in a specified activity or in a particular way




•
 
a man well 
schooled in

 making money.



















schooler

 
/ˈsko͞olər/






noun

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a student attending a school of the specified kind or being educated in the specified way




•
 
a high-schooler.



















schoolfellow

 
/ˈsko͞olˌfelō/






noun




more formal term for schoolmate
 .













schoolgirl

 
/ˈsko͞olˌɡərl/






noun



1.
 
a girl attending school.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — characteristic of or associated with schoolgirls, especially in being elementary or immature




•
 
schoolgirl French.



















schoolgoing

 
/ˈsko͞olɡōiNG/





I.
 
adjective




attending school




•
 
parents of schoolgoing children




•
 
children of schoolgoing age.














II.
 
derivatives





schoolgoer






noun





















schoolhouse

 
/ˈsko͞olˌhous/






noun




a building used as a school, especially in a small community or village.













schooling

 
/ˈsko͞oliNG/






noun




education or training received, especially at school




•
 
his parents paid for his schooling.



















schoolman

 
/ˈsko͞olmən ˈsko͞olˌman/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a teacher in a university in medieval Europe.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a scholar or an educator.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a scholastic theologian.













schoolmarm

 
/ˈsko͞olˌmä(r)m/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a schoolmistress (typically used with reference to a woman regarded as prim, strict, and brisk in manner).








II.
 
derivatives





schoolmarmish

 
/ˈsko͞olˌmä(r)miSH /






adjective





















schoolmaster

 
/ˈsko͞olˌmastər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a male teacher in a school.








II.
 
derivatives





schoolmasterly

 
/ˈsko͞olˌmastərlē /






adjective






















schoolmate

 
/ˈsko͞olˌmāt/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who attends or attended the same school as oneself.













schoolmistress

 
/ˈsko͞olˌmistrəs/






noun






‹dated›

 a female teacher in a school.













school night






noun




a night before a morning on which one must get up for school or (in humorous use) work




•
 
I didn't mean to drink so much red wine on a school night.



















schoolroom

 
/ˈsko͞olˌro͞om ˈsko͞olˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
a room in which a class of students is taught.




2.
 
(
the schoolroom

 )
 — used to refer to school as an institution




•
 
I got most of my education outside of the schoolroom.



















schoolteacher

 
/ˈsko͞olˌtēCHər/





I.
 
noun




a person who teaches in a school.








II.
 
derivatives





schoolteaching

 
/ˈsko͞olˌtēCHiNG /






noun





















school voucher






noun




a government-funded voucher redeemable for tuition fees at a school other than the public school that a student could attend free.













schoolwork

 
/ˈsko͞olwərk/





I.
 
noun




work assigned students by their teachers in school




•
 
Brother could do any schoolwork put to him, but he'd answer any spoken question with “I don't know.”

















usage:

 Although the distinction can be made between 
schoolwork

 as work assigned to be completed in school and 
homework

 as work assigned to be completed at home, in practice people often use 
schoolwork

 to mean the same as 
homework

 : they had to do their schoolwork at the kitchen table.





schoolyard

 
/ˈsko͞olyärd/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the grounds of a school, especially as a place for children to play




•
 
that schoolyard full of kids




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the schoolyard bully.




















school year






noun




another term for academic year
 .













schooner

 
/ˈsko͞onər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sailing ship with two or more masts, typically with the foremast smaller than the mainmast, and having gaff-rigged lower masts.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a tall beer glass.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





Schopenhauer, Arthur

 
/ˈSHōpənˌhou-ər/






(1788–1860), German philosopher. According to his philosophy, as expressed in 
The World as Will and Idea

 (1818), the will is identified with ultimate reality and happiness is only achieved by abnegating the will (as desire).









schorl

 
/SHôrl/





I.
 
noun




a black iron-rich variety of tourmaline.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Schörl

 , of unknown origin.





schottische

 
/ˈSHädiSH/





I.
 
noun




a slow polka.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
der schottische Tanz

 ‘the Scottish dance.’





Schottky barrier

 
/ˈSHätkē ˌberēər/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 an electrostatic depletion layer formed at the junction of a metal and a semiconductor, which causes it to act as an electrical rectifier.











– origin

 1940s: named after Walter 
Schottky

 (1886–1976), German physicist.





Schröder, Gerhard

 
/ˈSHrōdər, ˈSHrā-/






(1944–), German statesman; chancellor of Germany 1998–2005.









Schrödinger, Erwin

 
/ˈSHrōdiNGɡər, ˈSHrā-/






(1887–1961), Austrian theoretical physicist, who founded the study of wave mechanics. His general works influenced scientists in many disciplines. Nobel Prize for Physics (1933), shared with Paul Dirac.









Schrödinger equation






noun






[Physics]

 a differential equation that forms the basis of the quantum-mechanical description of matter in terms of the wavelike properties of particles in a field. Its solution is related to the probability density of a particle in space and time.













Schrödinger's cat

 
/ˌSHrōdiNGərz ˈkat, ˌSHrā-/






noun






[Physics]

 a cat imagined as being enclosed in a box with a radioactive source and a poison that will be released when the source (unpredictably) emits radiation, the cat being considered (according to quantum mechanics) to be simultaneously both dead and alive until the box is opened and the cat observed.




•
 
the talk promises to demystify all the secrets of quantum physics, including Schrödinger's cat, Heisenberg's Uncertainty Principle, and parallel universes.







The concept was described by Erwin Schrödinger in 1935. He conceived of it as a thought experiment to illustrate (or ridicule) a theory, associated with Niels Bohr, according to which the quantum state of a particle could not be known until an observation was made; prior to that it had to be described physically in terms of all possible states.













Schubert, Franz

 
/ˈSHo͞obərt/





I.
 
(1797–1828), Austrian composer. His music is associated with the romantic movement for its lyricism and emotional intensity, but it belongs in formal terms to the classical age. He composed more than 500 lieder, including the song cycles 
Die Schöne Müllerin

 (1823) and 
Die Winterreise

 (1827).




II.
 
derivatives





Schubertian






adjective





















Schulz, Charles

 
/SHo͝olts/






(1922–2000), US cartoonist. He is remembered as the creator of the widely syndicated 
“Peanuts”

 comic strip that featured a range of characters including Charlie Brown and his dog Snoopy. First published in 1950, the comic strip has since appeared in many publications around the world.









Schumacher, E. F.

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmäKHər/






(1911–77), German economist and conservationist; full name 
Ernst Friedrich Schumacher

 . His 
Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered

 (1973) argues that mass production needs to be replaced by smaller, more energy-efficient enterprises.









Schumann, Robert

 
/ˈSHo͞omən, -ˌmän/






(1810–56), German composer; full name 
Robert Alexander Schumann

 . A leading romantic composer, he is particularly noted for his songs and piano music, as well as for four symphonies and much chamber music. His wife 
Clara Wieck

 (1819–96) was a noted pianist and composer.









schuss

 
/SHo͞os/





I.
 
noun




a straight downhill run on skis.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a straight downhill run on skis.











– origin

 1930s: from German 
Schuss

 , literally ‘shot.’





Schuylkill River

 
/ˈsko͞olˌkil, -kəl/






a river that flows for 130 miles (210 km) through eastern Pennsylvania to join the Delaware River at Philadelphia.









schwa

 
/SHwä/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 the unstressed central vowel (as in 
a

 mom
e

 nt 
a

 go), represented by the symbol (ə) in the International Phonetic Alphabet.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from Hebrew 
šěwā'

 .






Schwaben

 
/ˈSHväbən/






German name for Swabia
 .









schwag

 
/SHwaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 products given away free, typically for promotional purposes




•
 
I'll be showing you the best of the schwag I get my hands on each day.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 marijuana, typically of a low grade.




•
 
even potheads couldn't smoke that schwag.

















– origin

 1990s: alteration of swag
 , perhaps after words of Yiddish origin, such as schlub
 , schmuck
 , etc.





Schwann, Theodor

 
/SHwän, SHfän/






(1810–82), German physiologist; full name 
Theodor Ambrose Hubert Schwann

 . He showed that animals (as well as plants) are made up of individual cells and that the egg begins life as a single cell. He also discovered the cells that form the myelin sheaths of nerve fibers (Schwann cells).









Schwarzenegger, Arnold

 
/ˈSHwôrtsəˌneɡər, ˈswôrt-/






(1947–), US actor and politician, born in Austria. He is noted for his action roles in movies such as 
Conan The Barbarian

 (1982) and 
The Terminator

 (1984). He also starred in movies such as the comedy 
Kindergarten Cop

 (1990) and the spy thriller 
True Lies

 (1994). He was governor of California from 2003–2011.









Schwarzkopf, Dame Elisabeth

 
/ˈSHwôrtsˌkô(p)f, ˈswärtsˌkä(p)f/






(1915–2006), German opera singer; full name 
Olga Maria Elisabeth Friederike Schwarzkopf

 . She is particularly known for her recitals of German lieder and for her roles in works such as Richard Strauss's 
Der Rosenkavalier

 .










Schwarzkopf, H. Norman

 
/ˈSHwôrtsˌkôpf, ˈSHwärts-, -ˌkäpf/






Jr. (1934–2012), US army officer; nickname 
Stormin' Norman

 . He was deputy commander of US forces during the invasion of Grenada 1983. Promoted to full general in 1988 and appointed commander in chief of the US Central Command 1988–91, he led the Allied forces against Iraq in the Persian Gulf War 1991.









Schwarzschild black hole

 
/ˈSHwôrtsˌCHīld, ˈSHvärtsˌSHilt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a black hole of a kind supposed to result from the complete gravitational collapse of an electrically neutral and nonrotating body, having a physical singularity at the center to which infalling matter inevitably proceeds and at which the curvature of space-time is infinite. A 
Schwarzschild radius

 is the radius of the boundary of a hole of this type.











– origin

 named after Karl 
Schwarzschild

 (1873–1916), German astronomer.






Schwarzwald

 
/ˈSHvärtsˌvält/






German name for Black Forest
 .









Schweitzer, Albert

 
/ˈSHwītsər, ˈSHfī-/






(1875–1965), German theologian, musician, and medical missionary. He qualified as a doctor in 1913 and went as a missionary to Gabon, where he established a hospital. Nobel Peace Prize (1952).










Schweiz

 
/SHvīts/






German name for Switzerland
 .









Schwerin

 
/SHvāˈrēn/






a city in northeastern Germany, capital of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania, situated on the southwestern shores of Lake Schwerin; pop. 96,300 (est. 2006).









Schwyz

 
/SHvēts/






a canton in northeastern Switzerland, one of the three original cantons of the Swiss Confederation, to which it gave its name.









sciaenid

 
/sīˈēnid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the drum family (
Sciaenidae

 ), whose members are mainly marine and important for food or sport.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Sciaenidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Sciaena

 , from Greek 
skiaina

 , denoting a kind of fish.





sciamachy

 
/sīˈaməkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 sham fighting for exercise or practice.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 argument or conflict with an imaginary opponent.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
skiamakhia

 , from 
skia

 ‘shadow’ + 
-makhia

 ‘-fighting.’






sciatic

 
/sīˈadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the hip.




2.
 
of or affecting the sciatic nerve.




3.
 
suffering from or liable to sciatica.








II.
 
derivatives





sciatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a noun denoting sciatica): from French 
sciatique

 , via late Latin from Greek 
iskhiadikos

 ‘relating to the hips, subject to sciatica,’ from 
iskhion

 ‘hip joint.’





sciatica

 
/sīˈadəkə/





I.
 
noun




pain affecting the back, hip, and outer side of the leg, caused by compression of a spinal nerve root in the lower back, often owing to degeneration of an intervertebral disk.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
sciatica (passio

 ) ‘sciatic (affliction),’ feminine of 
sciaticus

 , from Greek 
iskhiadikos

 (see sciatic
 ).





sciatic nerve

 
/sīˈadik ˌnərv/






noun






[Anatomy]

 a major nerve extending from the lower end of the spinal cord down the back of the thigh, and dividing above the knee joint. It is the nerve with the largest diameter in the human body.













SCID






abbreviation




severe combined immune deficiency, a rare genetic disorder in which affected children have no resistance to disease and must be kept isolated from infection from birth.














science

 
/ˈsīəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the intellectual and practical activity encompassing the systematic study of the structure and behavior of the physical and natural world through observation and experiment




•
 
the world of science and technology.










2.
 
a particular area of this




•
 
veterinary science




•
 
the agricultural sciences.










3.
 
a systematically organized body of knowledge on a particular subject




•
 
the science of criminology.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 knowledge of any kind.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting knowledge): from Old French, from Latin 
scientia

 , from 
scire

 ‘know.’






science fiction

 
/ˈsīəns ˈˌfikSHən /

 
SF
 , Sci Fi






noun




fiction based on imagined future scientific or technological advances and major social or environmental changes, frequently portraying space or time travel and life on other planets.













science park

 
/ˈsīəns pärk/






noun




an area devoted to scientific research or the development of science-based or technological industries.













sciential

 
/sīˈen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 concerning or having knowledge.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
scientialis

 , from 
scientia

 ‘knowledge’ (see science
 ).





scientific

 
/ˌsīənˈtifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on or characterized by the methods and principles of science




•
 
the scientific study of earthquakes.










2.
 
relating to or used in science




•
 
scientific instruments.










3.
 


‹informal›

 systematic; methodical




•
 
how many people buy food in an organized, scientific way?

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
scientifique

 or late Latin 
scientificus

 ‘producing knowledge,’ from 
scientia

 (see science
 ). Early use described the liberal arts as opposed to the “mechanic” arts (i.e., arts requiring manual skill).





scientifically

 
/ˌsīənˈtifik(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
by means of scientific methods and principles




•
 
scientifically proven treatments




•
 
both theories can be explained scientifically.










2.
 
in a way that relates to or is used in science




•
 
scientifically minded people




•
 
a scientifically important site.










3.
 


‹informal›

 in a systematic or methodical manner




•
 
everything is planned out scientifically.



















scientific management






noun




management of a business, industry, or economy, according to principles of efficiency derived from experiments in methods of work and production, especially from time-and-motion studies.













scientific method






noun




a method of procedure that has characterized natural science since the 17th century, consisting in systematic observation, measurement, and experiment, and the formulation, testing, and modification of hypotheses.













scientific misconduct






noun




action that willfully compromises the integrity of scientific research, such as plagiarism or the falsification or fabrication of data.













scientism

 
/ˈsīənˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 thought or expression regarded as characteristic of scientists.




2.
 


‹rare›

 excessive belief in the power of scientific knowledge and techniques.








II.
 
derivatives





scientistic

 
/ˌsīənˈtistik /






adjective





















scientist

 
/ˈsīən(t)əst/






noun




a person who is studying or has expert knowledge of one or more of the natural or physical sciences.













Scientology

 
/ˌsīənˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




a religious system based on the seeking of self-knowledge and spiritual fulfillment through graded courses of study and training. It was founded by American science fiction writer 
L. Ron Hubbard

 (1911–86) in 1955.








II.
 
derivatives





Scientologist

 
/ˌsīənˈtäləjəst /






noun



















usage:

 
Scientology

 and 
Scientologist

 are proprietary names for goods and services relating to membership in the Church of Scientology. / 
– origin

 from Latin 
scientia

 ‘knowledge’ + -logy
 .





sci-fi

 
/ˈsīˌfī/






noun






‹informal›

 short for science fiction
 .














scilicet

 
/ˈsiləˌset/





I.
 
adverb




that is to say; namely (introducing a word to be supplied or an explanation of an ambiguity).











– origin

 Latin, from 
scire licet

 ‘one is permitted to know.’





scilla

 
/ˈsilə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the lily family that typically bears small blue star- or bell-shaped flowers and glossy straplike leaves, native to Eurasia and temperate Africa.

[Genus 
Scilla

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
scilla

 ‘sea onion,’ from Greek 
skilla

 .





Scilly Isles

 
/ˈsilē īlz /

 
Isles of Scilly
 , the Scillies





I.
 
a group of about 140 small islands (of which 5 are inhabited) off the southwestern tip of England; pop. 2,200 (est. 2006); capital, Hugh Town (on St. Mary's).




II.
 
derivatives





Scillonian

 
/səˈlōnēən /






adjective, noun





















scimitar

 
/ˈsimədər ˈsiməˌtär/





I.
 
noun




a short sword with a curved blade that broadens toward the point, used originally in Eastern countries.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
cimeterre

 or Italian 
scimitarra

 , of unknown origin.






scimitar oryx

 
scimitar-horned oryx






noun




an oryx with scimitar-shaped horns, now living only along the southern edge of the Sahara.

[
Oryx dammah

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]














scintigram

 
/ˈsin(t)əˌɡram/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an image of an internal part of the body produced by scintigraphy.











– origin

 1950s: from scintillation
 + -gram
 1
 .





scintigraphy

 
/sinˈtiɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a technique in which a scintillation counter or similar detector is used with a radioactive tracer to obtain an image of a bodily organ or a record of its functioning.








II.
 
derivatives





scintigraphic

 
/ˌsintiˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from scintillation
 + -graphy
 .





scintilla

 
/sinˈtilə/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a tiny trace or spark of a specified quality or feeling




•
 


a scintilla of

 doubt.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin.





scintillate

 
/ˈsin(t)lˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit flashes of light; sparkle.




2.
 


[Physics]

 fluoresce momentarily when struck by a photon or charged particle.








II.
 
derivatives





scintillant

 
/-ənt /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
scintillat-

 ‘sparkled,’ from the verb 
scintillare

 , from 
scintilla

 ‘spark.’





scintillating

 
/ˈsin(t)lˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sparkling or shining brightly




•
 
the scintillating sun.










2.
 
brilliantly and excitingly clever or skillful




•
 
the audience loved his scintillating wit




•
 
the team produced a scintillating second-half performance.














II.
 
derivatives





scintillatingly






adverb






















scintillation

 
/ˌsin(t)lˈāSHən/






noun



1.
 
a flash or sparkle of light.




2.
 
the process or state of emitting flashes of light.




3.
 


[Physics]

 a small flash of visible or ultraviolet light emitted by fluorescence in a phosphor when struck by a charged particle or high-energy photon.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the twinkling of the stars, caused by the earth's atmosphere diffracting starlight unevenly.














scintillation counter






noun






[Physics]

 a device for detecting and recording scintillations.

Also called scintillometer
 .













scintillator

 
/ˈsin(t)lˌādər/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a material that fluoresces when struck by a charged particle or high-energy photon.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a detector for charged particles and gamma rays in which scintillations produced in a phosphor are detected and amplified by a photomultiplier, giving an electrical output signal.














scintillometer

 
/ˌsin(t)lˈämidər/






noun




Another term for scintillation counter
 .













scintiscan

 
/ˈsin(t)əˌskan/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 another term for scintigram
 .











– origin

 1960s: from scintillation
 + scan
 .





sciolist

 
/ˈsīələst/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who pretends to be knowledgeable and well informed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sciolism

 
/ˈsīəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
sciolistic

 
/ˌsīəˈlistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
sciolus

 (diminutive of Latin 
scius

 ‘knowing,’ from 
scire

 ‘know’) + -ist
 .





scion

 
/ˈsīən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
cion

 )
 — a young shoot or twig of a plant, especially one cut for grafting or rooting.




2.
 
a descendant of a notable family




•
 
he was the scion of a wealthy family.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ciun

 ‘shoot, twig,’ of unknown origin.





Scipio Aemilianus

 
/ˌskipēō iˌmilēˈānəs/






(
c.

 185–129 
BC

 ), Roman general and politician; full name 
Publius Cornelius Scipio Aemilianus Africanus Minor

 ; adoptive grandson of Scipio Africanus. He achieved distinction in the siege of Carthage in 146 during the third Punic War and in his campaign in Spain in 133.









Scipio Africanus

 
/ˌskipēō ˌafriˈkānəs/






(236–
c.

 184 
BC

 ), Roman general and politician; full name 
Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus Major

 . He was successful in concluding the second Punic War, by the defeat of the Carthaginians in Spain in 206 and then by the defeat of Hannibal in Africa at Zama in 202.









scire facias

 
/ˌsīrē ˈfāSHēəs, ˈski(ə)re ˈfäkēˌäs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a writ requiring a person to show why a judgment regarding a record or patent should not be enforced or annulled.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘let (the person) know.’





scirrhus

 
/ˈs(k)irəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a carcinoma that is hard to the touch.








II.
 
derivatives





scirrhous

 
/ˈs(k)irəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, from Greek 
skirros

 , from 
skiros

 ‘hard.’





scissile

 
/ˈsisəl ˈsiˌsīl/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biochemistry]

 (of a chemical bond) readily undergoing scission.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
scissilis

 , from 
sciss-

 ‘cut, divided,’ from the verb 
scindere

 .





scission

 
/ˈsiZHən ˈsiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 the action or state of cutting or being cut, in particular




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[chiefly Biochemistry]

 breakage of a chemical bond, especially one in a long chain molecule so that two smaller chains result.




3.
 


‹technical›

 a division or split between people or parties; a schism.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
scissio(n-)

 , from 
scindere

 ‘cut, cleave.’





scissor

 
/ˈsizər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut (something) with scissors




•
 
pages scissored out of a magazine.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (one's legs) back and forth in a way resembling the action of scissors




•
 
he was still hanging on, scissoring his legs uselessly.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's legs) move in a way resembling the action of scissors.








II.
 
noun




see scissors
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from scissors
 .





scissorbill

 
/ˈsizərˌbil/






noun



1.
 
another term for skimmer
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an incompetent or objectionable person.













scissor hold

 
scissors hold






noun






[Wrestling]

 a hold in which the head or other part of the opponent's body is gripped between the legs, which are then locked by crossing them at the instep or ankles to apply pressure.













scissor jack

 
scissors jack






noun




a jack for heavy lifting, operated by a horizontal screw that raises or lowers a frame of hinged, rhombus-shaped linkages.













scissor kick

 
/ˈsizər kik /

 
scissors kick





I.
 
noun




(in various sports, particularly swimming and soccer) a kick in which the legs make a sharp snapping movement like the blades of a pair of scissors.








II.
 
derivatives





scissor-kick






verb






















scissors

 
/ˈsizərz /

 
a pair of scissors





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
an instrument used for cutting cloth, paper, and other thin material, consisting of two blades laid one on top of the other and fastened in the middle so as to allow them to be opened and closed by a thumb and finger inserted through rings on the end of their handles.




2.
 
(also 
scissor

 ) [often as 
modifier

 ]
 — an action in which two things cross each other or open and close like the blades of a pair of scissors




•
 
as the fish swims, the tail lobes open and close in a slight scissor action.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
cisoires

 , from late Latin 
cisoria

 , plural of 
cisorium

 ‘cutting instrument,’ from 
cis-

 , variant of 
caes-

 , stem of 
caedere

 ‘to cut.’ The spelling with 
sc-

 (16th cent.) was by association with the Latin stem 
sciss-

 ‘cut.’





scissors and paste






noun, verb




another term for cut and paste
 .













scissor-tailed flycatcher






noun




a tyrant flycatcher with a very long forked tail, found in the southern US and noted for its spectacular aerial display.

[
Tyrannus forficatus

 , family 
Tyrannidae

 .]














Sciuromorpha

 
/sīˌyo͝orəˈmôrfə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a major division of the rodents that comprises the squirrels, prairie dogs, and marmots.

[Suborder 
Sciuromorpha

 , order 
Rodentia

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
skiouros

 (from 
skia

 ‘shadow’ + 
oura

 ‘tail’) + 
morphē

 ‘form.’






sclera

 
/ˈsklirə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the white outer layer of the eyeball. At the front of the eye it is continuous with the cornea.








II.
 
derivatives





scleral

 
/ˈsklerəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard.’






Scleractinia

 
/ˌsklirakˈtinēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of coelenterates that comprises the stony corals.

Also called Madreporaria
 .




II.
 
derivatives





scleractinian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard’ + 
aktis

 , 
aktin-

 ‘ray.’





sclerenchyma

 
/skləˈreNGkəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 strengthening tissue in a plant, formed from cells with thickened, typically lignified, walls.








II.
 
derivatives





sclerenchymatous

 
/ˌsklireNGˈkimətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard’ + 
enkhuma

 ‘infusion,’ on the pattern of 
parenchyma

 .





sclerite

 
/ˈsklirīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a component section of an exoskeleton, especially each of the plates forming the skeleton of an arthropod.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard’ + -ite
 1
 .





scleritis

 
/skləˈrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the sclera.














sclero-





I.
 
combining form




hard; hardened; hardening




•
 
scleroderma




•
 
sclerotherapy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard.’





scleroderma

 
/ˌsklerəˈdərmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic hardening and contraction of the skin and connective tissue, either locally or throughout the body.













scleroid

 
/ˈskli(ə)rˌoid, ˈskler-/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having a hard or hardened texture.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard.’





sclerophyll

 
/ˈskli(ə)rəˌfil, ˈskler-/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a woody plant with evergreen leaves that are tough and thick in order to reduce water loss.








II.
 
derivatives





sclerophyllous

 
/ˌskli(ə)rəˈfiləs, skliˈräfələs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard’ + 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’






scleroprotein

 
/ˌsklerōˈprōtēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an insoluble structural protein such as keratin, collagen, or elastin.














sclerosed

 
/ˈsklerōst, ˈsklerōzd, skləˈrōst, skləˈrōzd/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (especially of blood vessels) affected by sclerosis.













sclerosing cholangitis

 
/skləˌrōsiNG ˌkōlanˈjīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a complication of ulcerative colitis in which the bile ducts become narrow and develop irregularities.











– origin

 1980s: 
sclerosing

 from the verb 
sclerose

 (back-formation from sclerosed
 ); 
cholangitis

 from Greek 
khole

 ‘bile’ + 
angeion

 ‘vessel’ + -itis
 .






sclerosis

 
/skləˈrōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 abnormal hardening of body tissue.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 see multiple sclerosis
 .




3.
 


[Medicine]

 excessive resistance to change




•
 
the challenge was to avoid institutional sclerosis.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a hard external tumor): via medieval Latin from Greek 
sklērōsis

 , from 
sklēroun

 ‘harden.’





sclerotherapy

 
/ˌsklirəˈTHerəpē/






noun






[Medicine]

 the treatment of varicose blood vessels by the injection of an irritant that causes inflammation, coagulation of blood, and narrowing of the blood vessel wall.













sclerotic

 
/skləˈrädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 of or having sclerosis.




2.
 
becoming rigid and unresponsive; losing the ability to adapt




•
 
sclerotic management.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the sclera.








II.
 
noun




another term for sclera
 .













sclerotin

 
/ˈskli(ə)rətn, ˈskler-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a structural protein that forms the cuticles of insects and is hardened and darkened by a natural tanning process in which protein chains are cross-linked by quinone groups.











– origin

 1940s: from sclero-
 ‘hardened,’ on the pattern of such words as 
keratin

 .





sclerotium

 
/ˌskləˈrōSH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the hard dark resting body of certain fungi, consisting of a mass of hyphal threads, capable of remaining dormant for long periods.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin (former genus name), from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard.’





sclerotized

 
/ˈskli(ə)rəˌtīzd, ˈskler- /

 
sclerotised





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of an insect's body, or part of one) hardened by conversion into sclerotin.








II.
 
derivatives





sclerotization

 
/ˌskli(ə)rətəˈzāSHən, ˌskler- /






noun






















sclerotome

 
/ˈskli(ə)rəˌtōm, ˈskler-/






noun






[Embryology]

 the part of each somite in a vertebrate embryo giving rise to bone or other skeletal tissue.

Compare with dermatome
 , myotome
 .













sclerous

 
/ˈsklerəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of tissue) hardened or bony.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sklēros

 ‘hard’ + -ous
 .





scoff1


 
/skôf skäf/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak to someone or about something in a scornfully derisive or mocking way




•
 
department officials 
scoffed at

 the allegations




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You, a scientist?” he scoffed.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an expression of scornful derision.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an object of ridicule




•
 
his army was the scoff of all Europe.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scoffer

 
/ˈskôfər /






noun













2.
 
scoffingly

 
/ˈskôfiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (first used as a noun in the sense ‘mockery, scorn’): perhaps of Scandinavian origin.






scoff2


 
/skôf skäf /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat (something) quickly and greedily




•
 
she 
scoffed down

 several chops




•
 
a lizard 
scoffing up

 insects.







Compare with scarf
 3
 .








II.
 
noun




food.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a verb): originally a variant of Scots and dialect 
scaff

 . The noun is from Afrikaans 
schoff

 , representing Dutch 
schoft

 ‘quarter of a day,’ (by extension) ‘meal.’





scofflaw

 
/ˈskôːflôː/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who flouts the law, especially by failing to comply with a law that is difficult to enforce effectively.













scold

 
/skōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remonstrate with or rebuke (someone) angrily




•
 
Mom took Anna away, scolding her for her bad behavior.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
(US)

 a woman who nags or grumbles constantly.








III.
 
derivatives





scolder






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): probably from Old Norse 
skáld

 ‘skald.’





scolding

 
/ˈskōldiNG/





I.
 
noun




an angry rebuke or reprimand




•
 
she'd get a scolding from Victoria.














II.
 
adjective




angrily rebuking or reprimanding




•
 
a scolding glare.



















scolex

 
/ˈskōˌleks/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the anterior end of a tapeworm, bearing suckers and hooks for attachment.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
skōlēx

 ‘worm.’





scoliosis

 
/ˌskōlēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal lateral curvature of the spine.

Compare with kyphosis
 and lordosis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





scoliotic

 
/ˌskōlēˈädik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, from 
skolios

 ‘bent.’





scollop

 
/ˈskäləp ˈskaləp/






noun, verb




archaic spelling of scallop
 .













scombroid

 
/ˈskämbroid /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a fish of the mackerel family, or one of a larger group that also includes the barracudas and billfishes.

[Family 
Scombridae

 or suborder 
Scombroidei

 .]








II.
 
adjective




relating to fish of the scombroid family or group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Scombroidea

 (superfamily name), from Greek 
skombros

 , denoting a tuna or mackerel.






sconce1


 
/skäns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a candle holder, or a holder of another light source, that is attached to a wall with an ornamental bracket.




2.
 
a flaming torch or candle secured in a holder that is attached to a wall.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a portable lantern with a screen to protect the flame): shortening of Old French 
esconse

 ‘lantern,’ or from medieval Latin 
sconsa

 , from Latin 
absconsa (laterna)

 ‘dark (lantern),’ literally ‘hidden (lantern)’ (i.e., a lantern with a device for concealing the light), from 
abscondere

 ‘to hide.’






sconce2


 
/skäns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a small fort or earthwork defending a ford, pass, or castle gate.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a shelter or screen serving as protection from fire or the weather.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Dutch 
schans

 ‘brushwood,’ from Middle High German 
schanze

 . The earliest recorded sense ‘screen, interior partition’ derives perhaps from sconce
 1
 ; the later senses date from the late 16th cent.





scone

 
/skōn skän/





I.
 
noun




a small unsweetened or lightly sweetened biscuitlike cake made from flour, fat, and milk and sometimes having added fruit.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots): perhaps from Middle Dutch 
schoon(broot

 ) ‘fine (bread).’






scooch

 
/sko͞oCH /

 
scootch





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 crouch or squat.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move in or pass through a restricted space




•
 
waiters kept trying to scooch by.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move (something) a short distance or into a restricted space




•
 
scooch your sleeping bags close together.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably alteration of scrooch
 ; in sense 
sense

 2 probably influenced by scoot
 .





scoop

 
/sko͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a utensil resembling a spoon, with a long handle and a deep bowl, used for removing powdered, granulated, or semisolid substances (such as ice cream) from a container.




2.
 
a short-handled deep shovel used for moving grain, coal, etc.




3.
 
a moving bowl-shaped part of a digging machine, dredger, or other mechanism into which material is gathered.




4.
 
a long-handled spoonlike surgical instrument.




5.
 
a quantity taken up by a scoop




•
 
an apple pie with 
scoops of

 ice cream on top.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a piece of news published by a newspaper or broadcast by a television or radio station in advance of its rivals.




7.
 
(
the scoop

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the latest information about something.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pick up and move (something) with a scoop




•
 
Philip began to scoop grain into his bag.










2.
 
create (a hollow or hole) with or as if with a scoop




•
 
a hole was 
scooped out

 in the floor of the dwelling.










3.
 
pick up (someone or something) in a swift, fluid movement




•
 
he laughed and 
scooped

 her 
up

 in his arms.










4.
 


‹informal›

 publish a news story before (a rival reporter, newspaper, or radio or television station).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scooper

 
/ˈsko͞opər /






noun













2.
 
scoopful

 
/ˈsko͞opˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a utensil for pouring liquids): from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
schōpe

 ‘waterwheel bucket’; from a West Germanic base meaning ‘draw water’; related to the verb shape
 .





scoop neck






noun




a deeply curved wide neckline on a garment.














scoot

 
/sko͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 go or leave somewhere quickly




•
 
I'd better scoot




•
 
they 
scooted off

 on their bikes.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





scootch

 
/sko͞oCH/






verb




var. of scooch
 .













scooter

 
/ˈsko͞odər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
motor scooter

 )
 — a light two-wheeled open motor vehicle on which the driver sits over an enclosed engine with legs together and feet resting on a floorboard.




2.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — any small, light, vehicle able to travel quickly across water, ice, or snow.




3.
 
a vehicle typically ridden as a recreation, consisting of a footboard mounted on two wheels and a long steering handle, propelled by resting one foot on the footboard and pushing the other against the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel or ride on a scooter.








III.
 
derivatives





scooterist

 
/-ist /






noun






















scopa

 
/ˈskōpə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a small brushlike tuft of hairs on some insects, especially that on which pollen collects on the leg of a bee.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
scopae

 (plural) ‘twigs, broom.’





scope

 
/skōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the extent of the area or subject matter that something deals with or to which it is relevant




•
 
we widened the scope of our investigation




•
 
such questions go well beyond the scope of this book.










2.
 
the opportunity or possibility to do or deal with something




•
 
the 
scope for

 major change is always limited by political realities.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a purpose, end, or intention




•
 
Plato maintains religion to be the chief aim and scope of human life.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a telescope, microscope, or other device having a name ending in 
-scope






•
 
infrared night scopes.










5.
 


[Nautical]

 the length of cable extended when a ship rides at anchor.




6.
 


[Linguistics]

 
[Logic]

 the range of the effect of an operator such as a quantifier or conjunction.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assess or investigate (something)




•
 
they'd 
scoped out

 their market.










2.
 
set the scope of (a projected undertaking)




•
 
it is important that a project is scoped correctly to ensure the budget can be accurately defined.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 look at carefully; scan




•
 
they watched him scoping the room, looking for Michael.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘target for shooting at’): from Italian 
scopo

 ‘aim,’ from Greek 
skopos

 ‘target,’ from 
skeptesthai

 ‘look out.’ 
Sense

 3 
of the

 noun is derived from -scope
 .






-scope





I.
 
combining form




denoting an instrument for observing, viewing, or examining




•
 
microscope




•
 
telescope.

















– origin

 from modern Latin 
-scopium

 , from Greek 
skopein

 ‘look at.’





-scopic






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-scope

 (such as 
telescopic

 corresponding to 
telescope

 ).














scopolamine

 
/skəˈpäləˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous plant alkaloid used as an antiemetic in motion sickness, as a preoperative medication for examination of the eye, and formerly as a sedative and hypnotic.

[Chem. formula: C17
 H21
 NO4
 . It is obtained chiefly from plants of the genus 
Scopolia

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Scopolia

 (genus name of the plants yielding it) + amine
 .





scops owl

 
/ˈskäps ˌoul/





I.
 
noun




a small owl with distinctive ear tufts, found in Europe, Africa, and Asia.

[Genus 
Otus

 , family 
Strigidae

 : many species, in particular the widespread 
Eurasian scops owl

 (
O. scops

 ).]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: 
scops

 from modern Latin 
Scops

 (former genus name), from Greek 
skōps

 .





scopula

 
/-lə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a small brushlike structure, especially on the legs of spiders.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin, diminutive of Latin 
scopa

 (see scopa
 ).






-scopy





I.
 
combining form




indicating viewing, observation, or examination, typically with an instrument having a name ending in 
-scope






•
 
endoscopy




•
 
microscopy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
skopia

 ‘observation,’ from 
skopein

 ‘examine, look at.’






scorbutic

 
/skôrˈbyo͞odik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or affected with scurvy.

See also antiscorbutic
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
scorbuticus

 , from medieval Latin 
scorbutus

 ‘scurvy,’ perhaps from Middle Low German 
schorbūk

 (from 
schoren

 ‘to break’ + 
būk

 ‘belly’).





scorch

 
/skôrCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — burn the surface of (something) with flame or heat




•
 
surrounding houses were scorched by heat from the blast.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become burned when exposed to heat or a flame




•
 
the meat had scorched.










3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
scorched

 )
 — (of the heat of the sun) cause (vegetation or a place) to become dried out and lifeless




•
 
a desolate, scorched landscape.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person or vehicle) move very fast




•
 
a sports car scorching along the expressway.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the burning or charring of the surface of something


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a scorch mark.










2.
 


[Botany]

 a form of plant necrosis, typically of fungal origin, marked by browning of leaf margins.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): perhaps related to Old Norse 
skorpna

 ‘be shriveled.’





scorched earth policy

 
/skôrCHt ərTH ˈpäləsē/






noun




a military strategy of burning or destroying buildings, crops, or other resources that might be of use to an invading enemy force.













scorcher

 
/ˈskôrCHər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a day or period of very hot weather




•
 
next week could be a real scorcher.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a remarkable or extreme example of something, in particular




3.
 


‹informal›

 a very powerfully struck ball




•
 
Winfield hit a scorcher over the left field fence.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a sensational or very good book, film, or song.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a heated or violent argument.













scorching

 
/ˈskôrCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very hot




•
 
the scorching July sun.










2.
 
(of criticism) harsh; severe.




3.
 


‹informal›

 very fast




•
 
she set a scorching pace.














II.
 
derivatives





scorchingly

 
/ˈskôrCHiNGlē /






adverb





















scordatura

 
/ˌskôrdəˈto͝orə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the technique of altering the normal tuning of a stringed instrument to produce particular effects.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Italian, from 
scordare

 ‘be out of tune.’





score

 
/skôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the number of points, goals, runs, etc., achieved in a game by a team or an individual




•
 
the final score was 25–16 in favor of Washington.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an act of gaining a point, goal, or run in a game.




3.
 
a rating or grade, such as a mark achieved in a test




•
 
an IQ score of 161.










4.
 
(
the score

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the state of affairs; the real facts about the present situation




•
 
“Hey, what's the score here, what's goin' on?”










5.
 


‹informal›

 an act of buying illegal drugs.




6.
 


‹informal›

 the proceeds of a crime.




7.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a group or set of twenty or about twenty




•
 
a score of men lost their lives in the battle




•
 
Doyle's success brought imitators 
by the score

 .










8.
 
(
scores of

 )
 — a large amount or number of something




•
 
he sent scores of enthusiastic letters to friends.










9.
 
a written representation of a musical composition showing all the vocal and instrumental parts arranged one below the other.




10.
 
the music composed for a movie or play.




11.
 
a notch or line cut or scratched into a surface.




12.
 


‹historical›

 a running account kept by marks against a customer's name, typically in a tavern.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gain (a point, goal, run, etc.) in a competitive game




•
 
Penn State scored two touchdowns in the fourth quarter




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Martinez scored on Anderson's sacrifice fly.










2.
 
decide on the score to be awarded to (a competitor)




•
 
the judge must score each dog against this standard.










3.
 
gain (a number of points) for a competitor; be worth




•
 
each correct answer scores ten points.










4.
 
decide on the scores to be awarded in (a game or competition).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — record the score during a game; act as scorer.




6.
 


[Baseball]

 cause (a teammate) to score




•
 
McNab singled, scoring Reynolds and Diaz.










7.
 


‹informal›

 secure (a success or an advantage)




•
 
the band scored a hit single.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be successful


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
his new movie scored big.










9.
 


‹informal›

 buy or acquire (something, typically illegal drugs)




•
 
Sally had scored some acid.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 succeed in attracting a sexual partner, typically for a casual encounter.




11.
 
orchestrate or arrange (a piece of music), typically for a specified instrument or instruments




•
 
the Quartet Suite was scored for flute, violin, viola da gamba, and continuo.










12.
 
compose the music for (a movie or play).




13.
 
cut or scratch a notch or line on (a surface)




•
 
score the card until you cut through.










14.
 


‹historical›

 record (a total owed) by making marks against a customer's name




•
 
a slate on which the old man 
scored up

 vast accounts.










15.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 examine (experimentally treated cells, bacterial colonies, etc.), making a record of the number showing a particular character.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep (the) score






register the score of a game as it proceeds.









2.
 
know the score








‹informal›

 be aware of the essential facts about a situation.









3.
 
on that (or this) score






so far as that (or this) is concerned




•
 
my priority was to blend new faces into the team, and we have succeeded on that score.















4.
 
score points






outdo another person, especially in an argument.









5.
 
settle a (or the) score





a.
 
take revenge on someone for a past act.




b.
 


‹dated›

 pay off a debt or other obligation.












IV.
 
derivatives





scorer

 
/ˈskôrər /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
scoru

 ‘set of twenty,’ from Old Norse 
skor

 ‘notch, tally, twenty,’ of Germanic origin; related to shear
 . The verb (late Middle English) is from Old Norse 
skora

 ‘make an incision.’





scoreboard

 
/ˈskôrˌbôrd/






noun




a large board on which the score in a game or match is displayed.













scorecard

 
/ˈskôrkärd /

 
scoresheet
 , scorebook






noun



1.
 
(in sports) a card, sheet, or book in which scores are entered.




2.
 
(in business) a statistical record used to measure achievement or progress toward a particular goal.




•
 
he's also insisting that all employees get regular scorecards on productivity and profitability measures.



















scorekeeper

 
/ˈskôrˌkēpər/






noun




a person who keeps the score of a game.













scoreless

 
/ˈskôrləs/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a game or match in which no goals, points, or runs are scored




•
 
the game remained scoreless after 90 minutes




•
 
a scoreless draw.










2.
 
(of a movie or play) having no music composed for it




•
 
the film is scoreless with only a few pop hits in a few scenes.



















scoria

 
/ˈskôrēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cindery, vesicular basaltic lava, typically having a frothy texture.




2.
 
slag separated from molten metal during smelting.








II.
 
derivatives





scoriaceous

 
/ˌskôrēˈāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting slag from molten metal): via Latin from Greek 
skōria

 ‘refuse,’ from 
skōr

 ‘dung.’ The geological term dates from the late 18th cent.





scoring position






noun






[Baseball]

 a runner's position on second or third base, from which scoring on a base hit is likely.














scorn

 
/skôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling or belief that someone or something is worthless or despicable; contempt




•
 
I do not wish to become the object of scorn




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a general 
scorn for

 human life.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a person viewed with scorn




•
 
a scandal and a scorn to all who look on thee.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a statement or gesture indicating scorn.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express contempt or derision for




•
 
I was routinely ridiculed and scorned by conservatives and liberals alike.










2.
 
reject (something) in a contemptuous way




•
 
opponents scorned his offer to negotiate.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — refuse to do something because one is too proud




•
 
at her lowest ebb, she would have scorned to stoop to such tactics.














III.
 
phrases





pour (or heap) scorn on






speak with contempt or mockery of.












IV.
 
derivatives





scorner

 
/ˈskôrnər /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escarn

 (noun), 
escharnir

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





scornful

 
/ˈskôrnfəl/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing contempt or derision




•
 
the justices have been 
scornful of

 the government's conduct




•
 
scornful laughter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scornfully

 
/ˈskôrnfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
scornfulness

 
/ˈskôrnfəlnəs /






noun





















scorper

 
/ˈskôrpər /

 
scauper






noun




a sharp chisel-like tool with a curved or squared cutting end, used to scoop out broad lines and areas when engraving wood or metal.













Scorpian

 
/ˈskôrpēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Scorpio




•
 
one problem is Scorpian jealousy.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Scorpio




•
 
Scorpians are the most intense, profound, powerful characters in the zodiac.



















Scorpio

 
/ˈskôrpēˌō /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
the eighth sign of the zodiac (the Scorpion), which the sun enters about October 23.




II.
 
(
pl.

 Scorpios) (
a Scorpio

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Scorpio.







– origin

 Latin.





scorpioid

 
/ˈskôrpēˌoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or resembling a scorpion.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (of a flower cluster) curled up at the end, and uncurling as the flowers develop.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek from 
skorpios

 ‘scorpion’ + -oid
 .





scorpion

 
/ˈskôrpēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a terrestrial arachnid with lobsterlike pincers and a poisonous sting at the end of its jointed tail, which it can hold curved over the back. Most kinds live in tropical and subtropical areas.

[Order 
Scorpiones

 .]




2.
 
used in names of other arachnids and insects resembling a scorpion, e.g., 
false scorpion

 , 
water scorpion

 .




3.
 
(
the Scorpion

 )
 — the zodiacal sign Scorpio or the constellation Scorpius.




4.
 
(
scorpions

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a whip with metal points.

[with allusion to 1 Kings 12:11.]











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
scorpio(n-)

 , based on Greek 
skorpios

 ‘scorpion.’





scorpionfish

 
/ˈskôrpēənˌfiSH/






noun




a chiefly bottom-dwelling marine fish that is typically red in color and has spines on the head that are sometimes venomous.

[Family 
Scorpaenidae

 : many genera and numerous species, including the redfishes and rockfishes.]













scorpionfly

 
/ˈskôrpēənˌflī /

 
scorpion fly






noun




a slender predatory insect with membranous wings, long legs, and a downward-pointing beak. The terminal swollen section of the male's abdomen is carried curved up like a scorpion's stinger.

[Order 
Mecoptera

 : several families, in particular 
Panorpidae

 .]













Scorpius

 
/ˈskôrpēəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large constellation (the Scorpion). It contains the red giant Antares.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Scorpii

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Theta Scorpii.













– origin

 Latin.





Scorsese, Martin

 
/skôrˈsāzē/






(1942–), US movie director. 
Mean Streets

 (1973) marked the beginning of his long collaboration with Robert De Niro, which continued in 
Taxi Driver

 (1976), 
Raging Bull

 (1980), 
Goodfellas

 (1990), 
Cape Fear

 (1991), and 
Casino

 (1995). Other movies include the controversial 
The Last Temptation of Christ

 (1988).










scorzonera

 
/ˌskôrzəˈnirə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the daisy family with tapering purple-brown edible roots.

Also called black salsify
 , black oyster plant
 . [
Scorzonera hispanica

 , family 
Compositae

 .]




2.
 
the root of the scorzonera used as a vegetable.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, from 
scorzone

 , from an alteration of medieval Latin 
curtio(n-)

 ‘venomous snake’ (against whose venom the plant may have been regarded as an antidote).





scot

 
/skät/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a payment corresponding to a modern tax, rate, or other assessed contribution.











– origin

 late Old English, from Old Norse 
skot

 ‘a shot,’ reinforced by Old French 
escot

 , of Germanic origin; related to shot
 1
 .





Scot

 
/skät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Scotland or a person of Scottish descent.




2.
 
a member of a Gaelic people that migrated from Ireland to Scotland around the late 5th century.











– origin

 Old English 
Scottas

 (plural), from late Latin 
Scottus

 , of unknown ultimate origin. / 
usage:

 On the different uses of 
Scot

 , 
Scots

 , 
Scottish

 , and 
Scotch

 , see usage at Scottish
 .





Scot.






abbreviation



1.
 
Scotland.




2.
 
Scottish.














scotch1


 
/skäCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — decisively put an end to




•
 
a spokesman has scotched the rumors.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 render (something regarded as dangerous) temporarily harmless




•
 
feudal power in France was scotched, though far from killed.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wedge (someone or something) somewhere




•
 
he soon scotched himself against a wall.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 prevent (a wheel or other rolling object) from moving or slipping by placing a wedge underneath.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a wedge placed under a wheel or other rolling object to prevent its moving or slipping.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a noun): of unknown origin; perhaps related to skate
 1
 . The sense ‘render temporarily harmless’ is based on an emendation of Shakespeare's 
Macbeth

 
III.

 ii. 13 as “We have scotch'd the snake, not kill'd it,” originally understood as a use of scotch
 2
 ; the sense ‘put an end to’ (early 19th cent.) results from the influence on this of the notion of wedging or blocking something so as to render it inoperative.






scotch2


 
/skäCH /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut or score the skin or surface of.








II.
 
noun




a cut or score in skin or another surface.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





Scotch

 
/skäCH/





I.
 
adjective




old-fashioned term for Scottish
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
short for Scotch whisky
 .




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Scotch

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 the people of Scotland.




3.
 


‹dated›

 the form of English spoken in Scotland.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Scotchman

 
/ˈskäCHmən /






noun




(
pl.

 Scotchmen)(
 — 

‹dated›















2.
 
Scotchwoman

 
/ˈskäCHˌwo͝omən /






noun




(
pl.

 Scotchwomen)(
 — 

‹dated›





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: contraction of Scottish
 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
Scotch

 to mean ‘of or relating to Scotland or its people’ is disliked by many Scottish people and is now uncommon in modern English. It survives in a number of fixed expressions, such as 
Scotch

 broth and 
Scotch

 whisky. For more details, see usage at Scottish
 .






Scotch bonnet

 
Scotch bonnet pepper






noun




another term for Habanero
 .













Scotch broth

 
/ˈˌskäCH ˈbrôTH/






noun




a traditional Scottish soup made from beef or mutton stock with pearl barley and vegetables.













Scotch egg

 
/ˌskäCH ˈeɡ/






noun




a hard-boiled egg enclosed in sausage meat, rolled in breadcrumbs, and fried.













Scotchgard

 
/ˈskäCHˌɡärd/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a fluorocarbon preparation for giving a waterproof grease- and stain-resistant finish to textiles, leather, and other materials.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with Scotchgard.













Scotch pine

 
/skäCH pīn/






noun




a long-lived, medium-sized Eurasian pine tree extensively planted for its timber and other products. It is well established in the northeastern US and the Great Lakes region.

[
Pinus sylvestris

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













Scotch tape

 
/ˈˌskäCH ˈtāp /

 

‹trademark chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




transparent adhesive tape.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stick with transparent adhesive tape.














Scotch whisky

 
/skäCH ˈ(h)wiskē/





I.
 
noun




whiskey distilled in Scotland, especially from malted barley.











usage:

 The spelling 
Scotch whiskey

 is considered improper. For an explanation of when to use the spelling 


whisky



 rather than 


whiskey



 , see usage at whiskey
 .





scoter

 
/ˈskōdər/





I.
 
noun




a northern diving duck that winters off the coast, the male of which has mainly black plumage.

[Genus 
Melanitta

 , family 
Anatidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





scot-free

 
/ˌskätˈfrē/





I.
 
adverb




without suffering any punishment or injury




•
 
the people who kidnapped you will 
get off scot-free

 .

















– origin

 from the early sense ‘not subject to the payment of scot.’





scotia

 
/ˈskōSHə/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in classical architecture) a concave molding, especially at the base of a column.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
skotia

 , from 
skotos

 ‘darkness,’ with reference to the shadow produced.





Scotland

 
/ˈskätlənd/





I.
 
a country in northern Great Britain and the United Kingdom; pop. 5,169,000 (est. 2008); capital, Edinburgh; languages, English (official) and the Scottish form of Gaelic.





Scotland was settled by Celtic peoples during the Bronze and early Iron ages. An independent country in the Middle Ages, it was amalgamated with England as a result of the union of the Crowns in 1603 and of the Parliaments in 1707. The distinctive Celtic society of the Highlands, based on clans, was destroyed in the aftermath of the Jacobite uprisings of 1715 and 1745–46. In 1997, the Scots voted to establish a devolved parliament with tax-raising powers, which was inaugurated in 1999.






Scotland Yard





I.
 
the headquarters of the London Metropolitan Police, situated from 1829 to 1890 in Great Scotland Yard off Whitehall, from 1890 until 1967 in New Scotland Yard on the Thames Embankment, and from 1967 in New Scotland Yard, Westminster.




II.
 
used to allude to the Criminal Investigation Department of the London Metropolitan Police force.









scotoma

 
/skəˈtōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a partial loss of vision or a blind spot in an otherwise normal visual field.








II.
 
derivatives





scotomatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting dizziness and dim vision): via late Latin from Greek 
skotōma

 , from 
skotoun

 ‘darken,’ from 
skotos

 ‘darkness.’






scotopic

 
/skəˈtäpik skəˈtōpik/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting vision in dim light, believed to involve chiefly the rods of the retina.

Often contrasted with photopic
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
skotos

 ‘darkness’ + -opia
 + -ic
 .






Scots

 
/skäts/





I.
 
adjective




another term for Scottish
 :




•
 
a Scots accent.







[northern variant, originally as 
Scottis

 .]








II.
 
noun




the form of English used in Scotland.











usage:

 On the use of 
Scots

 , 
Scot

 , 
Scottish

 , and 
Scotch

 , see usage at Scottish
 .





Scotsman

 
/ˈskätsmən/






noun




a male native or inhabitant of Scotland, or a man of Scottish descent.













Scotswoman

 
/ˈskätsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female native or inhabitant of Scotland, or a woman of Scottish descent.













Scott, Dred

 
/skät/






(
c.

 1795–1858), US slave. He brought suit for his freedom based on the fact that he had lived in free territories for five years, but the US Supreme Court ruled against him in 1857 in a case that became the focus of much heated political controversy. Scott was emancipated later that year and worked as a hotel porter in St. Louis.









Scott, George C.






(1927–99), US actor and director; full name 
George Campbell Scott

 . Notable movies: 
The Hustler

 (1961), 
Patton

 (1970), 
Taps

 (1981), and 
Malice

 (1993).









Scott, Sir Ridley






(1939–), English movie director. Notable works: 
Alien

 (1979), 
Blade Runner

 (1982), 
Thelma and Louise

 (1991), and 
American Gangster

 (2007). His brother 
Tony

 (1944–2012) was also a successful movie director, responsible for such works as 
Top Gun

 (1986) and 
True Romance

 (1993).









Scott, Sir Robert






(1868–1912), English explorer and naval officer; full name 
Sir Robert Falcon Scott

 . During 1910–12, he and four companions made a journey to the South Pole by sled, arriving there in January 1912 to discover that Roald Amundsen had beaten them by a month. Scott and his companions died on the journey back to base.









Scott, Sir Walter






(1771–1832), Scottish novelist and poet. He established the form of the historical novel in Britain and was influential in his treatment of rural themes and his use of regional speech. Notable novels: 
Waverley

 (1814), 
Ivanhoe

 (1819), and 
Kenilworth

 (1821).









Scott, Winfield






(1786–1866), US army officer; known as 
Old Fuss and Feathers

 . A hero of the War of 1812, he became supreme commander of the US Army 1841–61. During the Mexican War, he waged a victorious campaign from Veracruz to Mexico City in 1847. He ran for the office of US president as the Whig candidate in 1852 but was defeated by Democrat Franklin Pierce.









Scotticism

 
/ˈskädəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




a characteristically Scottish phrase, word, or idiom.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin 
Scot(t)icus

 + -ism
 .





Scottie

 
/ˈskädē /

 
Scottie dog






noun






‹informal›

 a Scottish terrier.














Scottish

 
/ˈskädiSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Scotland or its people




•
 
the Scottish Highlands




•
 
Scottish dancing.














II.
 
noun

 — (as 
plural noun

 
the Scottish

 )


1.
 
the people of Scotland.

See also Scots
 .








III.
 
derivatives





Scottishness






noun



















usage:

 The terms 
Scottish

 , 
Scot

 , 
Scots

 , and 
Scotch

 are all variants of the same word. They have had different histories, however, and in modern English they have developed different uses and connotations.The normal everyday word used to mean ‘of or relating to Scotland or its people’ is 
Scottish

 : 
Scottish

 people; 
Scottish

 hills; 
Scottish

 Gaelic; she's English, not 
Scottish

 . The normal, neutral word for ‘a person from Scotland’ is 
Scot

 , along with 
Scotsman

 , 
Scotswoman

 , and the plural form 
the Scots

 (or, less commonly, 
the Scottish

 ). 
Scots

 is also used, like 
Scottish

 , as an adjective meaning ‘of or relating to Scotland.’ However, it tends to be used in a narrower sense to refer specifically to the form of English used in Scotland: 
Scots

 accent; the 
Scots

 word for ‘night.’ The word 
Scotch

 , meaning either ‘of or relating to Scotland’ or ‘a person/the people from Scotland,’ was widely used in the past by Scottish writers such as Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott. In the 20th century, it became less common. It is disliked by many Scottish people (as being an ‘English’ invention) and is now regarded as old-fashioned in most contexts. It survives in certain fixed phrases, as, for example, 
Scotch

 broth and 
Scotch

 whisky.





Scottish play






noun

 — (
the Scottish play

 )


1.
 
a euphemistic name for William Shakespeare's play 
Macbeth

 (mentioning the play by its name while inside a theater is considered bad luck, according to theatrical superstition)




•
 
she's fulfilling a childhood ambition by playing Lady Macbeth in the latest big-screen adaptation of the Scottish play.



















Scottish rite






noun




a ceremonial rite in a Masonic order.













Scottish terrier

 
/ˈskädiSH ˈterēər/






noun




a small terrier of a rough-haired short-legged breed.













Scottsdale

 
/ˈskätsdāl/






a city in south central Arizona, east of Phoenix; pop. 235,371 (est. 2008).









SCOTUS

 
/ˈskōdəs/






abbreviation




Supreme Court of the United States.













scoundrel

 
/ˈskoundrəl/





I.
 
noun




a dishonest or unscrupulous person; a rogue.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scoundrelism

 
/ˈskoundrəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
scoundrelly

 
/ˈskoundrəlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






scour1


 
/skou(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean or brighten the surface of (something) by rubbing it hard, typically with an abrasive or detergent




•
 
he scoured the bathtub.










2.
 
remove (dirt or unwanted matter) by rubbing with an abrasive or detergent




•
 
use an electric toothbrush to 
scour off

 plaque




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I've spent all day mopping and scouring.










3.
 
(of water or a watercourse) make (a channel or pool) by flowing forcefully over something and removing soil or rock




•
 
a stream came crashing through a narrow cavern to 
scour out

 a round pool below.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 administer a strong purgative to.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of scouring or the state of being scoured, especially by swift-flowing water.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of rubbing something hard to clean or brighten it




•
 
give the floor a good scour.










3.
 
(also 
scours

 )
 — diarrhea in livestock, especially cattle and pigs.








III.
 
derivatives





scourer

 
/ˈskou(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
schūren

 , from Old French 
escurer

 , from late Latin 
excurare

 ‘clean (off),’ from 
ex-

 ‘away’ + 
curare

 ‘to clean.’






scour2


 
/skou(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (a place, text, etc.) to a thorough search in order to locate something




•
 
David 
scoured

 each newspaper 
for

 an article on the murder.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move rapidly in a particular direction, especially in search or pursuit of someone or something




•
 
he scoured up the ladder.

















– origin

 late Middle English: related to obsolete 
scour

 ‘moving hastily,’ of unknown origin.





scourge

 
/skərj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a whip used as an instrument of punishment.




2.
 
a person or thing that causes great trouble or suffering




•
 
the scourge of mass unemployment.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 whip (someone) as a punishment.




2.
 
cause great suffering to




•
 
political methods used to scourge and oppress workers.














III.
 
derivatives





scourger

 
/ˈskərjər /






noun




(
 — 

‹historical›





















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escorge

 (noun), 
escorgier

 (verb), from Latin 
ex-

 ‘thoroughly’ + 
corrigia

 ‘thong, whip.’





scouring rush






noun




a horsetail with a very rough, ridged stem, formerly used for scouring and polishing.

[Genus 
Equisetum

 , family 
Equisetaceae

 , in particular 
E. hyemale

 .]













scout1


 
/skout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soldier or other person sent out ahead of a main force so as to gather information about the enemy's position, strength, or movements.




2.
 
a ship or aircraft employed for reconnaissance, especially a small fast aircraft.




3.
 
short for talent scout
 .




4.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an instance of gathering information, especially by reconnoitering an area




•
 
I returned from a lengthy scout around the area.










5.
 
(also 
Scout

 )
 — a Boy Scout or Girl Scout.




6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a man or boy




•
 
I've got nothing against Harrison—he's a 
good scout

 .










7.
 
a domestic worker at a college at Oxford University.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a search for someone or something in various places




•
 
I was sent to 
scout around

 for a place to park the camper




•
 
we 
scouted for

 clues.










2.
 
(especially of a soldier) go ahead of a main force so as to gather information about an enemy's position, strength, or movements.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — explore or examine (a place or area of business) so as to gather information about it




•
 
American companies are keen to 
scout out

 business opportunities.










4.
 
look for suitably talented people for recruitment to one's own organization or sports team




•
 
Johnson has been scouting for the Pirates.














III.
 
phrases





Scout's honor





a.
 
the oath taken by a Boy Scout or Girl Scout.




b.
 


‹informal›

 used to indicate that one has the same honorable standards associated with Scouts and so will stand by a promise or tell the truth.












IV.
 
derivatives





scouter

 
/ˈskoudər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
escouter

 ‘listen,’ earlier 
ascolter

 , from Latin 
auscultare

 .






scout2


 
/skout/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 reject (a proposal or idea) with scorn.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
skúta

 , 
skúti

 ‘a taunt.’





Scout Association

 
/skout əˌsōsēˈāSHən əˌsōSHēˈāSHən/






(in the UK) a worldwide youth organization founded for boys in 1907 by Lord Baden-Powell with the aim of developing their character by training them in self-sufficiency and survival techniques in the outdoors.









scout car






noun






(chiefly US)

 a fast armored vehicle used for military reconnaissance and liaison.













scouting

 
/ˈskoudiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of gathering information about enemy forces or an area.




2.
 
the activity of a talent scout


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
What does the scouting report say about Stoddard's change-up pitch?










3.
 
(also 
Scouting

 )
 — the characteristic activity and occupation of a Boy Scout or Girl Scout; the Scout movement.













scoutmaster

 
/ˈskoutˌmastər/






noun




the adult in charge of a group of Boy Scouts.













scow

 
/skou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a wide-beamed sailing dinghy.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a flat-bottomed boat with sloping ends used as a lighter and in dredging and other harbor services.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
schouw

 ‘ferryboat.’





scowl

 
/skoul/





I.
 
noun




an angry or bad-tempered expression.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
frown in an angry or bad-tempered way




•
 
she 
scowled at

 him defiantly.














III.
 
derivatives





scowler






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish 
skule

 ‘scowl.’ The noun dates from the early 16th cent.





SCP






abbreviation




single-cell protein.













SCPO






abbreviation




Senior Chief Petty Officer.













scrabble

 
/ˈskrabəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scratch or grope around with one's fingers to find, collect, or hold onto something




•
 
she scrabbled at the grassy slope, desperate for a firm grip.










2.
 
(of an animal) scratch at something with its claws




•
 
a dog was scrabbling at the door.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — scramble or crawl quickly




•
 
lizards scrabbling across the walls.










4.
 
make great efforts to get somewhere or achieve something




•
 
I had to scrabble around to find this apartment.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of scratching or scrambling for something




•
 
he heard the scrabble of claws behind him.










2.
 
a struggle to get somewhere or achieve something




•
 
a scrabble among the salesmen to avoid going to the bottom of the heap.










3.
 
(
Scrabble

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a board game in which players use lettered tiles to create words in a crossword fashion.








III.
 
derivatives





scrabbler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make marks at random, scrawl’): from Middle Dutch 
schrabbelen

 , frequentative of 
schrabben

 ‘to scrape.’ The noun sense ‘struggle to achieve something’ is originally a North American usage dating from the late 18th cent.





scrag

 
/skraɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 handle roughly; beat up.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
(US)

 kill, especially by strangling or hanging.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unattractively thin person or animal.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 a person's neck.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun): perhaps an alteration of Scots and northern English 
crag

 ‘neck’ The verb (mid 18th cent.) developed the sense ‘handle roughly’ from the early use ‘hang, strangle.’





scraggly

 
/ˈskraɡ(ə)lē /

 
scraggy





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) thin and bony.




2.
 
ragged, thin, or untidy in form or appearance




•
 
a man with a scraggly beard.










3.
 
(of a plant, tree, or shrubbery) sparsely foliated or having thin, uneven growth




•
 
it was the scraggliest Christmas tree I had ever seen.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scraggily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
scraggliness

 
scragginess






noun





















scram

 
/skram /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — leave or go away from a place quickly




•
 
get out of here, you miserable wretches—scram!










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shut down (a nuclear reactor) in an emergency.








II.
 
noun




the emergency shutdown of a nuclear reactor




•
 
the power plant was cited for its high rate of scrams over the past year.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from the verb scramble
 .






scramble

 
/ˈskrambəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make one's way quickly or awkwardly up a steep slope or over rough ground by using one's hands as well as one's feet




•
 
we scrambled over the wet boulders.










2.
 
move hurriedly or clumsily from or into a particular place or position




•
 
she scrambled out of the car




•
 
I tried to scramble to my feet.










3.
 
(
scramble into

 )
 — put (clothes) on hurriedly




•
 
Robbie scrambled into jeans and a T-shirt.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 perform (an action) or achieve (a result) hurriedly, clumsily, or with difficulty.




5.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — struggle or compete with others for something in an eager or uncontrolled and undignified way




•
 
firms scrambled to win public-sector contracts.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — order (a fighter aircraft or its pilot) to take off immediately in an emergency or for action.




7.
 
(of a fighter aircraft or its pilot) take off immediately for action.




8.
 


[Football]

 (of a quarterback) run around with the ball behind the line of scrimmage while looking for an open receiver.




9.
 


[Football]

 run forward with the ball when unable to pass to an open receiver.




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) jumbled or muddled




•
 
maybe the alcohol has scrambled his brains.










11.
 
prepare (eggs) by beating them with a little liquid and then cooking and stirring them gently.




12.
 
make (a broadcast transmission, a telephone message, or electronic data) unintelligible unless received by an appropriate decoding device


(as 
adj.

 
scrambled

 )


•
 
scrambled television signals.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a difficult or hurried clamber up or over something




•
 
an undignified scramble over the wall.










2.
 
a walk up steep terrain involving the use of one's hands.




3.
 
an eager or uncontrolled and undignified struggle with others to obtain or achieve something




•
 
a 
scramble for

 high-priced concert seats.










4.
 
an emergency takeoff by fighter aircraft.




5.
 
a disordered mixture of things




•
 
the program produced a scramble of the letters of the alphabet.














III.
 
derivatives





scrambling

 
/ˈskramb(ə)liNG /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative; compare with the dialect words 
scamble

 ‘stumble’ and 
cramble

 ‘crawl.’





scrambled eggs

 
/ˌskrambəld ˈeɡz/






noun



1.
 
a dish of eggs prepared by beating them with a little liquid and then cooking and stirring gently.




2.
 


‹informal›

 gold braid on a field-grade military officer's cap.













scrambler

 
/ˈskramb(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that scrambles, especially a device for scrambling a broadcast transmission, a telephone message, or electronic data.




2.
 
a plant with long slender stems supported by other plants.













scramjet

 
/ˈskramjet/





I.
 
noun






[Aeronautics]

 a ramjet in which combustion takes place in a stream of gas moving at supersonic speed.











– origin

 1960s: from 
s(upersonic)

 + 
c(ombustion)

 + ramjet
 .





Scranton

 
/ˈskrantn/





I.
 
an industrial city in northeastern Pennsylvania; pop. 72,233 (est. 2008).







– origin

 named after the 
Scranton

 family, who established a steelworks on the site in 1840, around which the city developed.






scrap1


 
/skrap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece or amount of something, especially one that is left over after the greater part has been used




•
 
I scribbled her address on 
a scrap of

 paper




•
 


scraps of

 information.










2.
 
(
scraps

 )
 — bits of uneaten food left after a meal, especially when fed to animals




•
 
he filled Sammy's bowls with fresh water and scraps.










3.
 
used to emphasize the lack or smallness of something




•
 
there was not 
a scrap of

 aggression in him




•
 
every 
scrap of

 green land is up for grabs by development.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a small person or animal, especially one regarded with affection or sympathy




•
 
poor little scrap, she's too hot in that coat.










5.
 
a particularly small thing of its kind




•
 
she was wearing a short black skirt and a tiny scrap of a top.










6.
 
(also 
scrap metal

 )
 — discarded metal for reprocessing




•
 
the steamer was eventually sold for scrap.










7.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — any waste articles or discarded material, especially that which can be put to another purpose




•
 
we're burning scrap lumber.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discard or remove from service (a retired, old, or inoperative vehicle, vessel, or machine), especially so as to convert it to scrap metal




•
 
the decision was made to scrap the entire fleet.










2.
 
abolish or cancel (something, especially a plan, policy, or law) that is now regarded as unnecessary, unwanted, or unsuitable




•
 
the station scrapped plans to televise the contest live.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a plural noun denoting fragments of uneaten food): from Old Norse 
skrap

 ‘scraps’; related to 
skrapa

 ‘to scrape.’ The verb dates from the late 19th cent.






scrap2


 
/skrap /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a fight or quarrel, especially a minor or spontaneous one.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in a minor fight or quarrel.




2.
 
compete fiercely




•
 
the talk-show producers are scrapping for similar audiences.














III.
 
derivatives





scrapper

 
/ˈskrapər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘sinister plot, scheme’): perhaps from the noun scrape
 .





scrapbook

 
/ˈskrapˌbo͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a book of blank pages for sticking clippings, drawings, or pictures in.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usually as 
noun

 
scrapbooking

 )
 — create scrapbooks as a hobby.








III.
 
derivatives





scrapbooker






noun






















scrape

 
/skrāp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push or pull a hard or sharp implement across (a surface or object) so as to remove dirt or other matter




•
 
rinse off the carrots and scrape them




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
we scraped the dishes clean.










2.
 
use a sharp or hard implement to remove (dirt or unwanted matter) from something




•
 
she scraped the mud off her shoes.










3.
 
apply (a hard or sharp implement) to a surface so as to remove dirt or other matter




•
 
he scraped the razor across the stubble on his cheek.










4.
 
make (a hollow) by scraping away soil or rock




•
 
he found a ditch, scraped a hole, and put the bag in it.










5.
 
rub or cause to rub by accident against a rough or hard surface, causing damage or injury


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he smashed into the wall and felt his knee 
scrape against

 the plaster




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she reversed in a reckless sweep, scraping the left front fender.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw or move (something) along or over something else, making a harsh noise




•
 
she 
scraped back

 her chair and stood up.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with or make a harsh scraping sound




•
 
she lifted the gate to prevent its scraping along the ground.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹humorous›

 play a violin or similar stringed instrument tunelessly




•
 
Katie was scraping away at her cello.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw one's hair tightly back off the forehead




•
 
her hair 
was scraped back into

 a ponytail.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — just manage to achieve; accomplish with great effort or difficulty




•
 
for some years he 
scraped a living

 as a tutor.










11.
 
(
scrape something together/up

 )
 — collect or accumulate something with difficulty




•
 
they could hardly scrape up enough money for one ticket, let alone two.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — try to save as much money as possible; economize




•
 
they had scrimped and scraped and saved for years.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
scrape by/along

 )
 — manage to live with difficulty




•
 
she has to 
scrape by on

 Social Security.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — narrowly pass by or through something




•
 
there was only just room to 
scrape through

 between the tree and the edge of the stream.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — barely manage to succeed in a particular undertaking




•
 
Clinton 
scraped into

 office in 1992




•
 
he 
scraped through

 the entrance exam.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — copy (data) from a website using a computer program.




•
 
all search engines scrape content from sites without permission and display it on their own sites.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or sound of scraping




•
 
he heard the scrape of his mother's key in the lock.










2.
 
an injury or mark caused by scraping




•
 
there was a long, shallow scrape on his shin.










3.
 
a place where soil has been scraped away, especially a shallow hollow formed in the ground by a bird during a courtship display or for nesting.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 
‹informal›

 a procedure of dilatation of the cervix and curettage of the uterus, or the result of this.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 an obsequious bow in which one foot is drawn backward along the ground.




6.
 


‹informal›

 an embarrassing or difficult predicament caused by one's own unwise behavior




•
 
he'd been in worse scrapes than this before now.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
scrape acquaintance with








‹dated›

 contrive to get to know




•
 
aboard the ship, a nice girl scraped acquaintance with me.















2.
 
scrape the bottom of the barrel








‹informal›

 be reduced to using things or people of the poorest quality because there is nothing else available.















– origin

 Old English 
scrapian

 ‘scratch with the fingernails,’ of Germanic origin, reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
skrapa

 or Middle Dutch 
schrapen

 ‘to scratch.’





scraper

 
/ˈskrāpər/






noun




a tool or device used for scraping, especially for removing dirt, paint, ice, or other unwanted matter from a surface.













scrapheap

 
/ˈskrapˌhēp/






noun




a pile of discarded materials or articles




•
 
cars on a scrapheap




•
 


‹figurative›

 it should be consigned to the scrapheap of technological history.



















scrapie

 
/ˈskrāpē/





I.
 
noun




a disease of sheep involving the central nervous system, characterized by a lack of coordination causing affected animals to rub against trees and other objects for support, and thought to be caused by a viruslike agent such as a prion.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the verb scrape
 + -ie
 .





scraping

 
/ˈskrāpiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or sound of something scraping or being scraped




•
 
the scraping of the spoon in the bowl




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
there was a scraping of chairs.










2.
 
(usu. 
scrapings

 )
 — a small amount of something that has been obtained by scraping it from a surface




•
 
I got some scrapings from under the girl's fingernails.



















scrapple

 
/ˈskrapəl/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 scraps of pork or other meat stewed with cornmeal and shaped into loaves for slicing and frying, especially characteristic of eastern Pennsylvania.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: diminutive of the noun scrap
 1
 .





scrappy

 
/ˈskrapē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of disorganized, untidy, or incomplete parts




•
 
scrappy lecture notes piled up unread.







[mid 19th cent.: derivative of scrap
 1
 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 determined, argumentative, or pugnacious




•
 
he played the part of a scrappy detective.







[late 19th cent.: derivative of scrap
 2
 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scrappily

 
/ˈskrapəlē /






adverb













2.
 
scrappiness






noun





















scrapyard

 
/ˈskrapˌyärd/






noun




British term for junkyard
 .













scratch

 
/skraCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — score or mark the surface of (something) with a sharp or pointed object




•
 
the car's paintwork was battered and scratched




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he scratched at a stain on his jacket.










2.
 
make a long, narrow superficial wound in the skin of




•
 
her arms were scratched by the thorns




•
 
I scratched myself on the tree.










3.
 
rub (a part of one's body) with one's fingernails to relieve itching




•
 
Jessica lifted her sunglasses and scratched her nose.










4.
 
make (a mark or hole) by scoring a surface with a sharp or pointed object




•
 
I found two names scratched on one of the windowpanes.










5.
 
write (something) hurriedly or awkwardly




•
 
pass me my writing things—I'll scratch a few letters before I get up.










6.
 
remove (something) from something else by pulling a sharp implement over it




•
 
he scratched away the plaster.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a rasping or grating noise by scraping something over a hard surface




•
 
the dog scratched to be let in




•
 (as 
noun

 
scratching

 )
 
there was a sound of scratching behind the wall.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
scratching

 )
 — play a record using the scratch technique.

(
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird or mammal, especially a chicken) rake the ground with the beak or claws in search of food.




10.
 
accomplish (something) with great effort or difficulty




•
 
he 
scratches out a living

 growing strawberries.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cancel or strike out (writing) with a pen or pencil




•
 
the name of Dr. McNab was 
scratched out

 and that of Dr. Daniels substituted.










12.
 
withdraw (a competitor) from a competition




•
 
Oswald's Zephyr was the second horse to be 
scratched from

 a race today.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a competitor) withdraw from a competition




•
 
due to a knee injury she was forced to 
scratch from

 the race.










14.
 
cancel or abandon (an undertaking or project)




•
 
the original filming schedule has been scratched.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark or wound made by scratching




•
 
the scratches on her arm were throbbing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
scratch marks on the door.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a slight or insignificant wound or injury




•
 
it's nothing—just a scratch.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or spell of scratching oneself to relieve itching




•
 
he gave his scalp a good scratch.










4.
 
a rasping or grating noise produced by something rubbing against a hard surface




•
 
the scratch of a match lighting a cigarette.










5.
 
a rough hiss, caused by the friction of the stylus in the groove, heard when a record is played.




6.
 
a technique, used especially in rap music, of stopping a record by hand and moving it back and forth to give a rhythmic scratching effect.




7.
 
the starting point in a handicap for a competitor receiving no odds.

[originally denoting a boundary or starting line for sports competitors.]




8.
 


[Golf]

 a handicap of zero, indicating that a player is good enough to achieve par on a course.




9.
 


‹informal›

 money




•
 
he was working to get some scratch together.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
assembled or made from whatever is available, and so unlikely to be of the highest quality




•
 
at least two vessels set sail with scratch crews.










2.
 
(of a sports competitor or event) with no handicap given.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
from scratch






from the very beginning, especially without utilizing or relying on any previous work for assistance




•
 
he built his own computer company from scratch.















2.
 
scratch a —— and find a ——






used to suggest that an investigation of someone or something soon reveals their true nature




•
 
he had been taught to believe “scratch a pious man and find a hypocrite.”















3.
 
scratch one's head





a.
 


‹informal›

 think hard in order to find a solution to something.




b.
 
feel or express bewilderment.









4.
 
scratch the surface





a.
 
deal with a matter only in the most superficial way




•
 
research has only scratched the surface of the paranormal.










b.
 
initiate the briefest investigation to discover something concealed




•
 
they have a boring image, but scratch the surface and it's fascinating.















5.
 
up to scratch






up to the required standard; satisfactory




•
 
her German was not up to scratch.















6.
 
you scratch my back and I'll scratch yours








‹proverb›

 if you do me a favor, I'll return it.












V.
 
derivatives





scratcher






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably a blend of the synonymous dialect words 
scrat

 and 
cratch

 , both of uncertain origin; compare with Middle Low German 
kratsen

 and Old High German 
krazzōn

 .





scratchboard

 
/ˈskraCHbôrd/






noun




cardboard with a blackened surface that can be scratched or scraped off for making white line drawings.













scratch coat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rough coating of plaster scratched before it is quite dry to ensure the adherence of the next coat.













scratchiti

 
/skraˈCHēdē/





I.
 
noun




graffiti that is scratched or etched into a wall or other surface in a public place, rather than drawn or sprayed on




•
 
a Plexiglas window covered with scratchiti.

















– origin

 1990s: on the pattern of graffiti
 .





scratchpad

 
/ˈskraCHˌpad /

 
scratch pad






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a notepad.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Computing]

 a small, fast memory for the temporary storage of data.













scratch-resistant






adjective




(of a surface or hard material) not easily damaged by scratching.













scratch test






noun




a test for an allergic reaction in which a possible allergen is applied to a scratched area of skin.













scratchy

 
/ˈskraCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a fabric or garment) having a rough, uncomfortable texture and tending to cause itching or discomfort.




2.
 
(of a voice or sound) rough; grating




•
 
she dropped her voice to a scratchy whisper.










3.
 
(of a record) making a crackling or rough sound because of scratches on the surface.




4.
 
(of writing or a drawing) done with quick and jagged strokes




•
 
a scratchy ink sketch of a man on horseback.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scratchily

 
/ˈskraCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
scratchiness






noun





















scrawl

 
/skrôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something) in a hurried, careless way




•
 
Charlie scrawled his signature




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was scrawling on the back of a used envelope.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an example of hurried, careless writing




•
 
the page was covered in scrawls and doodles




•
 
reams of handwritten scrawl.










2.
 
a note or message written with hurried or careless writing




•
 
Duncan read the scrawl, then passed it to her.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scrawler

 
/skrôlər /






noun













2.
 
scrawly

 
/ˈskrôlē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently an alteration of the verb crawl
 , perhaps influenced by obsolete 
scrawl

 ‘sprawl.’





scrawny

 
/ˈskrônē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) unattractively thin and bony.




2.
 
(of vegetation) meager or stunted.








II.
 
derivatives





scrawniness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of dialect 
scranny

 ; compare with archaic 
scrannel

 ‘weak, feeble’ (referring to sound).





scream

 
/skrēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a long, loud, piercing cry or cries expressing excitement, great emotion, or pain




•
 
they could hear him screaming in pain




•
 (as 
adj.

 
screaming

 )
 
a houseful of barking dogs and screaming children.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — cry something in a high-pitched, frenzied way


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I ran to the house screaming for help




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Get out!” he screamed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he screamed abuse into the phone.










3.
 
urgently and vociferously call attention to one's views or feelings, especially ones of anger or distress


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
his supporters scream that he is being done an injustice




•
 


‹figurative›

 the creative side of me is screaming out for attention.










4.
 
make a loud, high-pitched sound




•
 
sirens were screaming from all over the city.










5.
 
move very rapidly with or as if with a loud, high-pitched sound




•
 
a shell screamed overhead.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, loud, piercing cry expressing extreme emotion or pain




•
 
they were awakened by screams for help.










2.
 
a high-pitched cry made by an animal




•
 
the screams of the seagulls.










3.
 
a loud, piercing sound




•
 
the scream of a falling bomb.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an irresistibly funny person, thing, or situation




•
 
the movie's a scream.

















– origin

 Middle English: origin uncertain; perhaps from Middle Dutch.





screamer

 
/ˈskrēmər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that makes a screaming sound.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing remarkable for speed or impact




•
 
he had a screamer of a lap going in his Penske-Chevy.










3.
 
an extremely fast ball or shot




•
 
Jones hit a screamer against the right-field wall.










4.
 


(chiefly US)

 a sensational or very large headline




•
 
his death caused a front-page screamer.










5.
 


‹dated›

 a thing that causes screams of laughter.




6.
 
a large gooselike South American waterbird with a short bill, a sharp bony spur on each wing, and a harsh honking call.

[Family 
Anhimidae

 : two genera and three species.]













screamingly

 
/ˈskrēmiNGlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to a very great extent; extremely




•
 
a screamingly dull daily routine.



















screaming meemies

 
/ˌskrēmiNG ˈmēmēz/






plural noun






‹humorous›

 an attack of panic or anxiety.













scree

 
/skrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mass of small loose stones that form or cover a slope on a mountain.




2.
 
a slope covered with small loose stones.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably a back-formation from the plural 
screes

 , from Old Norse 
skritha

 ‘landslide’; related to 
skrítha

 ‘glide.’






screech

 
/skrēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) give a loud, harsh, piercing cry




•
 
she hit her brother, causing him to screech with pain.










2.
 
make a loud, harsh, squealing sound


(as 
adj.

 
screeching

 )


•
 
she brought the car to a screeching halt.










3.
 
move rapidly with a loud, harsh, squealing sound




•
 
the van screeched around the corner at top speed.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud, harsh, piercing cry.




2.
 
a loud, harsh, squealing sound




•
 
a screech of brakes.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
screecher






noun













2.
 
screechy

 
/ˈskrēCHē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of archaic 
scritch

 , of imitative origin.





screech owl

 
/skrēCH oul/






noun




a small American owl with a screeching call and distinctive ear tufts.

[
Otus asio

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













screed

 
/skrēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long speech or piece of writing, typically one regarded as tedious.




2.
 
a leveled layer of material (e.g., cement) applied to a floor or other surface.




3.
 
a strip of plaster or other material placed on a surface as a guide to thickness.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
level (a floor or layer of concrete) with a straight edge using a back and forth motion while moving across the surface.











– origin

 Middle English: probably a variant of the noun shred
 . The early sense was ‘fragment cut from a main piece,’ then ‘torn strip, tatter,’ whence (via the notion of a long roll or list) 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun.






screen

 
/skrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed or movable upright partition used to divide a room, to give shelter from drafts, heat, or light, or to provide concealment or privacy.




2.
 
a thing providing concealment or protection




•
 
his jeep was discreetly parked behind a screen of trees




•
 


‹figurative›

 the article is using science as a screen for unexamined prejudice.










3.
 


[Military]

 a detachment of troops or ships detailed to cover the movements of the main body.




4.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Architecture]

 a partition of carved wood or stone separating the nave of a church from the chancel, choir, or sanctuary.

See also rood screen
 .




5.
 
a frame with fine wire netting used in a window or doorway to keep out mosquitoes and other flying insects


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a screen door.










6.
 
a part of an electrical or other instrument that protects it or prevents it from causing electromagnetic interference.




7.
 
(also 
screen grid

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a grid placed between the control grid and the anode of a valve to reduce the capacitance between these electrodes.




8.
 
a flat panel or area on an electronic device such as a television, computer, or smartphone, on which images and data are displayed




•
 
a television screen.










9.
 
a blank surface on which a movie or photographic image is projected




•
 
the world's largest movie screen.










10.
 
movies or television as a medium, genre, or industry




•
 
she's a star of the stage as well as 
the screen






•
 
he is interviewed 
on screen

 .










11.
 
the data or images displayed on a computer screen




•
 
pressing the F1 key at any time will display a help screen.










12.
 


[Photography]

 a flat piece of ground glass on which the image formed by a camera lens is focused.




13.
 


[Printing]

 a transparent, finely ruled plate or film used in halftone reproduction.




14.
 
a large sieve or riddle, especially one for sorting substances such as grain or coal into different sizes.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conceal, protect, or shelter (someone or something) with a screen or something forming a screen




•
 
her hair swung across to screen her face




•
 
a high hedge screened all of the front from passersby.










2.
 
(
screen something off

 )
 — separate something from something else with or as if with a screen




•
 
an area had been screened off as a waiting room.










3.
 
protect (someone) from something dangerous or unpleasant




•
 
in my country, a man of my rank would be screened completely from any risk of attack.










4.
 
prevent from causing or protect from electromagnetic interference




•
 
ensure that your microphone leads are properly screened from hum pickup.










5.
 
show (a movie or video) or broadcast (a television program)




•
 
the show is to be screened by HBO later this year.










6.
 
test (a person or substance) for the presence or absence of a disease or contaminant




•
 
outpatients were 
screened for

 cervical cancer.










7.
 
check on or investigate (someone), typically to ascertain whether they are suitable for or can be trusted in a particular situation or job




•
 
all prospective presidential candidates would have to be screened by the committee.










8.
 
evaluate or analyze (something) for its suitability for a particular purpose or application




•
 
only one percent of rain forest plants have been 
screened for

 medical use.










9.
 
(
screen someone/something out

 )
 — exclude someone or something after evaluation or investigation




•
 
anti-spam software can screen out large amounts of unwanted email.










10.
 
pass (a substance such as grain or coal) through a large sieve or screen, especially so as to sort it into different sizes.




11.
 


[Printing]

 project (a photograph or other image) through a transparent ruled plate so as to be able to reproduce it as a halftone.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
screenable






adjective













2.
 
screener






noun













3.
 
screenful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old Northern French 
escren

 , of Germanic origin.





screenager

 
/ˈskrēnˌājər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person in their teens or early twenties who has an aptitude for computers and spends much time on the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
screen

 and 
teenager

 .





screencap

 
/ˈskrēnˌkap/





I.
 
noun




a screenshot or screen grab




•
 
the website lets people submit screencaps of their autocorrect mishaps.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of screen
 and capture
 .





screen dump

 
/skrēn dəmp/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 the process or an instance of causing what is displayed on a screen to be printed out.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a resulting printout.













screen grab






noun






[Computing]

 a frame of television or video footage that is digitized and stored as a still image for subsequent display, editing, or printing




•
 
a screen grab from Wednesday's episode.



















screening

 
/ˈskrēniNG/






noun



1.
 
a showing of a movie, video, or television program.




2.
 
the evaluation or investigation of something as part of a methodical survey, to assess suitability for a particular role or purpose.




3.
 
the testing of a person or group of people for the presence of a disease or other condition




•
 
prenatal screening for Down syndrome.










4.
 
(
screenings

 )
 — refuse separated by sieving grain.













screen pass






noun






[Football]

 a forward pass to a player protected by a screen of blockers.













screenplay

 
/ˈskrēnˌplā/






noun




the script of a movie, including acting instructions and scene directions.













screen-print

 
/ˈskrēn ˌprint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
screen-printed

 )


1.
 
force ink or metal onto (a surface) through a prepared screen of fine material so as to create a picture or pattern.








II.
 
noun




a picture or design produced by screen-printing.













screen saver

 
/ˈskrēn ˌsāvər /

 
screensaver






noun




an animation or image that, after a set time, replaces an unchanging computer display.













screen scraping






noun




the action of using a computer program to copy data from a website.













screenshot

 
/ˈskrēnSHät/





I.
 
noun




an image of the data displayed on the screen of a computer or mobile device.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a screenshot of




•
 
the app notifies you if the recipient tries to screenshot the message.



















screen test

 
/ˈskrēn ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a filmed test to ascertain whether an actor is suitable for a movie role.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a screen test to (an actor).













screen time






noun



1.
 
the time allotted to or occupied by a particular subject, actor, etc., on film or television




•
 
these characters deserve more screen time.










2.
 
time spent using a device such as a computer, television, or games console.













screenwriter

 
/ˈskrēnˌrīdər/






noun




a person who writes a screenplay.













screenwriting

 
/ˈskrēnˌrīdiNG/






noun




the activity or process of writing screenplays.














screw

 
/skro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, slender, sharp-pointed metal pin with a raised helical thread running around it and a slotted head, used to join things together by being rotated so that it pierces wood or other material and is held tightly in place.




2.
 
a cylinder with a helical ridge or thread running around the outside (a 
male screw

 ) that can be turned to seal an opening, apply pressure, adjust position, etc., especially one fitting into a corresponding internally grooved or threaded piece (a 
female screw

 ).




3.
 
(
the screws

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an instrument of torture having the action of a screw.




4.
 
(also 
screw propeller

 )
 — a ship's or aircraft's propeller (considered as acting like a screw in moving through water or air).




5.
 
an act of turning a screw or other object having a thread.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Billiards]

 another term for draw
 .




7.
 


(Brit.)

 a small twisted-up piece of paper, used as a container for a substance such as salt or tobacco.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a prisoner's derogatory term for a prison guard or warden.




9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




10.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a sexual partner of a specified ability.




11.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an amount of salary or wages




•
 
he's offered me the job with a jolly good screw.










12.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a mean or miserly person.




13.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a worn-out horse.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or tighten with a screw or screws




•
 
screw the hinge to your new door.










2.
 
rotate (something) so as to fit it into or on to a surface or object by means of a spiral thread




•
 
Philip screwed the top on the flask.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object) be attached or removed by being rotated in this way




•
 
a connector that screws on to the gas cylinder.










4.
 
(
screw something around

 )
 — turn one's head or body around sharply




•
 
he screwed his head around to try and find the enemy.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be screwed

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 cheat or swindle (someone), especially by charging them too much for something




•
 
if you do what they tell you, you're screwed




•
 
we ended up getting more money than what they were trying to 
screw us for

 .










6.
 
(
screw something out of

 )
 — extort or force something, especially money, from (someone) by putting them under strong pressure




•
 
your grandmother screwed cash out of him for ten years.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 have sexual intercourse with.




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a couple) have sexual intercourse.




9.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express anger or contempt




•
 
Screw him!










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 another term for draw
 (
sense

 8 
of the

 verb).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have one's head screwed on (the right way)








‹informal›

 have common sense.









2.
 
have a screw loose








‹informal›

 be slightly eccentric or mentally disturbed.









3.
 
put the screws on








‹informal›

 exert strong psychological pressure on (someone) so as to intimidate them into doing something.









4.
 
a turn of the screw








‹informal›

 an additional degree of pressure or hardship added to a situation that is already extremely difficult to bear.









5.
 
turn (or tighten) the screw (or screws)








‹informal›

 exert strong pressure on someone.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
screw around





a.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 have many different sexual partners.




b.
 


‹informal›

 fool around.









2.
 
screw someone over








‹informal›

 treat someone unfairly; cheat or swindle someone.









3.
 
screw up








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 completely mismanage or mishandle a situation




•
 
I'm sorry, Susan, I screwed up.















4.
 
screw someone up








‹informal›

 cause someone to be emotionally or mentally disturbed




•
 
this job can really screw you up.















5.
 
screw something up





a.
 
tense the muscles of one's face or around one's eyes, typically so as to register an emotion or because of bright light.




b.
 


‹informal›

 cause something to fail or go wrong




•
 
why are you trying to screw up your life?










c.
 
summon up one's courage




•
 
now Stephen had to screw up his courage and confess.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
screwable






adjective













2.
 
screwer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
escroue

 ‘female screw, nut,’ from Latin 
scrofa

 , literally ‘sow,’ later ‘screw.’ The early sense of the verb was ‘contort (the features), twist around’ (late 16th cent).





screwball

 
/ˈskro͞oˌbôl /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitched ball that moves in a direction opposite to that of a curveball.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a crazy or eccentric person.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 crazy; absurd.




2.
 


‹informal›

 relating to or denoting a style of fast-moving comedy film involving eccentric characters or ridiculous situations.








III.
 
derivatives





screwballer






noun






















screw cap

 
/ˈskro͞o ˌkap/





I.
 
noun




a round cap or lid with female thread that can be screwed onto a bottle or jar.








II.
 
derivatives





screw-capped






adjective





















screwdriver

 
/ˈskro͞oˌdrīvər/






noun



1.
 
a tool with a flattened, cross-shaped, or star-shaped tip that fits into the head of a screw to turn it.




2.
 
a cocktail made from vodka and orange juice.













screwed

 
/skro͞od/






adjective



1.
 
(of a bolt or other device) having a helical ridge or thread running around the outside.




2.
 


‹informal›

 in a difficult or hopeless situation; ruined or broken.













screwed-up

 
/skro͞od əp/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) emotionally disturbed; neurotic




•
 
the screwed-up children of wealthy parents.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of an event or a situation) spoiled by being badly managed or carried out




•
 
that was the most screwed-up audition.



















screw eye






noun




a screw with a loop for passing a cord through, instead of a slotted head.














screw jack






noun




another term for jack screw
 .














screw pine






noun




another term for pandanus
 .













screw top

 
/skro͞o täp/





I.
 
noun




another term for screw cap
 .








II.
 
derivatives





screw-topped






adjective





















screwup

 
/ˈskro͞oˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a situation that has been completely mismanaged or mishandled




•
 
a massive bureaucratic screwup.



















screwworm

 
/ˈskro͞oˌwərm/






noun




a large American blowfly larva that enters the wounds of mammals, developing under the skin and often causing death. The adult fly is called the 
screwworm fly

 .

[
Cochliomyia hominivorax

 , family 
Calliphoridae

 .]













screwy

 
/ˈskro͞oē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 rather odd or eccentric




•
 
some of the most respected doctors had some of the screwiest ideas.














II.
 
derivatives





screwiness






noun





















Scriabin, Aleksandr

 
/skrēˈäbən /

 
Skryabin






(1872–1915), Russian composer and pianist; full name 
Aleksandr Nikolaevich Scriabin

 . Much of his later music reflects his interest in mysticism and theosophy, especially his third symphony. Notable works: 
The Divine Poem

 (1903) and 
Prometheus: The Poem of Fire

 (1909–10).









scribble1


 
/ˈskribəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or draw (something) carelessly or hurriedly




•
 
he took the clipboard and scribbled something illegible




•
 (as 
adj.

 
scribbled

 )
 
scribbled notes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
hastily he scribbled in the margin.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 write for a living or as a hobby




•
 
she spent her last years scribbling and painting.














II.
 
noun




a piece of writing or a picture produced carelessly or hurriedly




•
 
illegible scribbles




•
 
he would never be able to decipher your scribble.














III.
 
derivatives





scribbly

 
/ˈskrib(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
scribillare

 , diminutive of Latin 
scribere

 ‘write.’





scribble2


 
/ˈskribəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
scribbling

 )


1.
 
card (wool, cotton, etc.) coarsely.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Low German; compare with German 
schrubbeln

 (in the same sense), frequentative of Low German 
schrubben

 ‘to scrub.’





scribbler

 
/ˈskrib(ə)lər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who writes for a living or as a hobby.














scribe

 
/skrīb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a person who copies out documents, especially one employed to do this before printing was invented.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 a writer, especially a journalist.




3.
 
(also 
Scribe

 )
 — 

[Judaism]

 an ancient Jewish record-keeper or, later, a professional theologian and jurist.




4.
 
another term for scriber
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 write




•
 
he scribed a note that he passed to Dan.










2.
 
mark with a scriber.








III.
 
derivatives





scribal

 
/ˈskrīb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin 
scriba

 , from 
scribere

 ‘write.’ The verb was first used in the sense ‘write down’; in 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb it is perhaps partly a shortening of describe
 .






scriber

 
/ˈskrībər/






noun




a pointed instrument used for making marks on wood, bricks, etc., to guide a saw or in sign painting.













scrim

 
/skrim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
strong, coarse fabric, chiefly used for heavy-duty lining or upholstery.




2.
 


[Theater]

 a piece of gauze cloth that appears opaque until lit from behind, used as a screen or backdrop.




3.
 
a heatproof cloth put over film or television lamps to diffuse the light.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a thing that conceals or obscures something




•
 
a thin scrim of fog covered the island.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






scrimmage

 
/ˈskrimij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a confused struggle or fight.




2.
 


[Football]

 the beginning of each down of play, with the ball placed on the ground between the offensive and defensive lines with its longest axis at right angles to the goal line.




3.
 


[chiefly Football]

 a session in which teams practice by playing a simulated game.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Football]

 engage in a simulated game.








III.
 
derivatives





scrimmager






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of dialect 
scrimish

 , variant of the noun skirmish
 .






scrimp

 
/skrimp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be thrifty or parsimonious; economize




•
 
I have 
scrimped and saved

 to give you a good education.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘keep short of (food)’): from Scots 
scrimp

 ‘meager’; perhaps related to shrimp
 .





scrimshaw

 
/ˈskrimˌSHô/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adorn (whalebone, ivory, shells, or other materials) with carved or colored designs.








II.
 
noun




scrimshawed ivory or shells.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps influenced by the surname 
Scrimshaw

 .






scrip1


 
/skrip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a provisional certificate of money subscribed to a bank or company, entitling the holder to a formal certificate and dividends.




2.
 
scrip certificates collectively.




3.
 
(also 
scrip issue

 or 
dividend

 )
 — 

[Finance]

 an issue of additional shares to shareholders in proportion to the shares already held.




4.
 
(also 
land scrip

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a certificate entitling the holder to acquire possession of certain portions of public land.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 paper money in amounts of less than a dollar.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: abbreviation of 
subscription receipt

 .





scrip2


 
/skrip/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small bag or pouch, typically one carried by a pilgrim, shepherd, or beggar.











– origin

 Middle English: probably a shortening of Old French 
escrepe

 ‘purse.’





scrip3


 
/skrip/






noun




another term for script
 2
 .













scripophily

 
/skriˈpäfəlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the collection of old bond and share certificates as a pursuit or hobby.




2.
 
old bond and share certificates collectively.








II.
 
derivatives





scripophilist

 
/-list /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from scrip
 1
 + -phily
 .






script1


 
/skript/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
handwriting as distinct from print; written characters




•
 
her neat, tidy script.










2.
 
printed type imitating handwriting.




3.
 
writing using a particular alphabet




•
 
Russian script.










4.
 
the written text of a play, movie, or broadcast.




5.
 


[Computing]

 an automated series of instructions carried out in a specific order.




6.
 


[Psychology]

 the social role or behavior appropriate to particular situations that an individual absorbs through cultural influences and association with others.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write a script for (a play, movie, or broadcast).








III.
 
phrases





flip the script








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 reverse the usual or existing positions in a situation; do something unexpected or revolutionary




•
 
Campbell 
flips the script on

 the old beauty-and-the-beast formula




•
 
she decided to flip the script and ask her boyfriend of eight years to marry her.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘something written’): shortening of Old French 
escript

 , from Latin 
scriptum

 , neuter past participle (used as a noun) of 
scribere

 ‘write.’






script2


 
/skript/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a doctor's prescription, especially one for narcotic drugs.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





Script.






abbreviation



1.
 
Scriptural.




2.
 
Scripture.













script kiddie






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who uses existing computer scripts or code to hack into computers, lacking the expertise to write their own.














scriptorium

 
/ˌskripˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a room set apart for writing, especially one in a monastery where manuscripts were copied.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
script-

 ‘written,’ from the verb 
scribere

 .





scriptural

 
/ˈskrip(t)SHərəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, from, or relating to the Bible




•
 
scriptural quotations from Genesis.














II.
 
derivatives





scripturally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
scripturalis

 , from Latin 
scriptura

 ‘writings’ (see scripture
 ).






scripture

 
/ˈskripCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sacred writings of Christianity contained in the Bible




•
 
passages of scripture




•
 
the fundamental teachings of 
the Scriptures

 .










2.
 
the sacred writings of another religion.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
scriptura

 ‘writings,’ from 
script-

 ‘written,’ from the verb 
scribere

 .





scriptwriter

 
/ˈskriptˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun




a person who writes a script for a play, movie, or broadcast.








II.
 
derivatives





scriptwriting

 
/-ˌrītiNG /






noun





















scrivener

 
/ˈskriv(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a clerk, scribe, or notary.











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escrivein

 , from Latin 
scriba

 (see scribe
 ).





scrod

 
/skräd/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a young cod, haddock, or similar fish, especially one prepared for cooking.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





scrofula

 
/ˈskrôfyələ/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a disease with glandular swellings, probably a form of tuberculosis.

Also formerly called king's evil
 .








II.
 
derivatives





scrofulous

 
/ˈskrôfyələs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, diminutive of Latin 
scrofa

 ‘breeding sow’ (said to be subject to the disease).





scroll

 
/skrōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roll of parchment or paper for writing or painting on.




2.
 
an ancient book or document written on a scroll.




3.
 
an ornamental design or carving resembling a partly unrolled scroll of parchment, e.g., on the capital of a column, or at the end of a stringed instrument.




4.
 


[Art]

 
[Heraldry]

 a depiction of a narrow ribbon bearing a motto or inscription.




5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the facility that moves a display on a computer screen in order to view new material.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move displayed text or graphics in a particular direction on a computer screen in order to view different parts of them




•
 
she scrolled through her file.










2.
 
(of displayed text or graphics) move up, down, or across a computer screen.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move like paper rolling or unrolling




•
 
the wind 
scrolled back

 the uppermost layer of loose dust.














III.
 
derivatives





scrollable

 
/skrōləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of obsolete 
scrow

 ‘roll,’ shortening of escrow
 .





scroll bar

 
/ˈskrōl ˌbär /

 
scrollbar






noun




a long thin section at the edge of a computer display by which material can be scrolled using a mouse.













scrolled

 
/skrōld/






adjective




having an ornamental design or carving resembling a scroll of parchment.













scroller

 
/ˈskrōlər/






noun




a computer game in which the background scrolls past at a constant rate.













scrolling

 
/ˈskrōliNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of moving displayed text or graphics up, down, or across on a computer screen in order to view different parts of them.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an ornamental design or carving) made to resemble a partly unrolled scroll of parchment.













scroll saw

 
/ˈskrōl ˌsô/






noun




a narrow-bladed saw for cutting decorative spiral lines or patterns.













scrollwork

 
/ˈskrōlˌwərk/






noun




decoration consisting of spiral lines or patterns, especially as cut by a scroll saw.














scrooch

 
/skro͞oCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 crouch; bend




•
 
he scrooched forward on his chair.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): dialect variant of US 
scrouge

 ‘squeeze, crowd,’ perhaps reinforced by the verb crouch
 .





Scrooge, Ebenezer

 
/skro͞oj/





I.
 
a miserly curmudgeon in Charles Dickens's novel 
A Christmas Carol

 (1843).




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Scrooge

 )
 — a person who is miserly.









Scroogelike

 
/ˈskro͞ojˌlīk/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their behavior) miserly; ungenerous with money




•
 
after several years of Scroogelike behavior, shoppers spent a bundle at Christmas.

















– origin

 1970s: from the miserly character Ebenezer 
Scrooge

 in Charles Dickens's novel 
A Christmas Carol

 (1843).





scrotum

 
/ˈskrōdəm/





I.
 
noun




a pouch of skin containing the testicles.








II.
 
derivatives





scrotal

 
/ˈskrōdl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin.





scrounge

 
/skrounj /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seek to obtain (something, typically food or money) at the expense or through the generosity of others or by stealth




•
 
he had managed to scrounge a free meal




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we didn't 
scrounge off

 the social security.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of scrounging.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: variant of dialect 
scrunge

 ‘steal.’





scrounger

 
/ˈskrounjər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who borrows from or lives off others.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a cleverly resourceful person who finds and procures items for a specific purpose




•
 
no team at camp had a better scrounger than our Eddie.



















scrub1


 
/skrəb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rub (someone or something) hard so as to clean them, typically with a brush and water




•
 
he had to scrub the floor




•
 
she was 
scrubbing

 herself 
down

 at the sink




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
scrubbed

 furiously 
at

 the plates.










2.
 
(
scrub something away/off

 )
 — remove dirt by rubbing hard




•
 
it took ages to scrub off the muck.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
scrub up

 )
 — thoroughly clean one's hands and arms, especially before performing surgery




•
 
the doctor scrubbed up and put on a protective gown.










4.
 


‹informal›

 cancel or abandon (something)




•
 
they aren't going to want to scrub the mission.










5.
 
remove impurities from (gas or vapor).




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a rider) rub the arms and legs urgently on a horse's neck and flanks to urge it to move faster.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of scrubbing something or someone




•
 


give

 the floor 
a

 good 
scrub

 .










2.
 
a semiabrasive cosmetic lotion applied to the face or body in order to cleanse the skin.




3.
 
(
scrubs

 )
 — informal term for scrub suit
 .








III.
 
derivatives





scrubbable






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
schrobben

 , 
schrubben

 .






scrub2


 
/skrəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
vegetation consisting mainly of brushwood or stunted forest growth.




2.
 
land covered with scrub.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a shrubby or small form of a plant




•
 
scrub apple trees.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 denoting an animal of inferior breed or physique




•
 
a scrub bull.










5.
 


‹informal›

 an insignificant or contemptible person.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in sports) a player not among the best or most skilled.








II.
 
derivatives





scrubby

 
/ˈskrəbē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stunted tree’): variant of shrub
 1
 .





scrubber

 
/ˈskrəbər/






noun



1.
 
a brush or other object used to clean something.




2.
 
a person who cleans something.




3.
 
an apparatus using water or a solution for purifying gases or vapors.













scrub brush

 


‹Brit.›

 scrubbing brush






noun




a hard brush for scrubbing floors, pots and pans, etc.













scrub jay






noun




a jay with blue and gray plumage and no crest, found in Mexico, the western US, and central Florida.

[
Aphelocoma coerulescens

 , family 
Corvidae

 .]













scrubland

 
/ˈskrəbˌland/






noun

 — (also 
scrublands

 )


1.
 
land consisting of scrub vegetation.













scrub nurse






noun




a nurse who assists a surgeon by performing certain specialized duties during a surgical operation.













scrub oak






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shrubby dwarf oak that forms thickets.

[Genus 
Quercus

 , family 
Fagaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Q. ilicifolia

 of the northeastern Appalachian region.]














scrub suit






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a hygienic outfit worn by surgeons and other surgical staff while performing or assisting at an operation.














scrub typhus






noun




a rickettsial disease transmitted to humans by mites and found in parts of eastern Asia.

Also called tsutsugamushi disease
 .













scrubwoman

 
/ˈskrəbˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman employed to clean floors, walls, windows, etc.













scruff

 
/skrəf/





I.
 
noun




the back of a person's or animal's neck




•
 
he grabbed him 
by the scruff of his neck

 .

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of dialect 
scuff

 , of obscure origin.





scruffy

 
/ˈskrəfē/





I.
 
adjective




shabby and untidy or dirty




•
 
dressed in scruffy jeans and a baggy T-shirt.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scruffily

 
/ˈskrəfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
scruffiness

 
/ˈskrəfēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th century (in the sense ‘covered with scurf’): from 
scruff

 ‘scurf,’ variant of scurf
 , + -y
 1
 . The sense ‘shabby’ dates from the late 19th cent.






scrum

 
/skrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Rugby]

 an ordered formation of players, used to restart play, in which the forwards of a team form up with arms interlocked and heads down, and push forward against a similar group from the opposing side. The ball is thrown into the scrum and the players try to gain possession of it by kicking it backward toward their own side.




2.
 


[Rugby]

 
‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a disorderly crowd of people or things




•
 
there was quite a scrum of people at the bar.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Rugby]

 form or take part in a scrum.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of scrummage
 .






scrummage

 
/ˈskrəmij/





I.
 
noun, verb




another term for scrum
 .








II.
 
derivatives





scrummager






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of scrimmage
 .





scrumptious

 
/ˈskrəm(p)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of food) extremely appetizing or delicious.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) very attractive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scrumptiously






adverb













2.
 
scrumptiousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





scrunch

 
/skrən(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a loud crunching noise




•
 
crisp yellow leaves scrunched underfoot.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — crush or squeeze (something) into a compact mass




•
 
Gloria scrunched the handkerchief into a ball.










3.
 
become crushed or squeezed into a compact mass




•
 
their faces 
scrunch up

 with concentration.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — style (hair) by squeezing or crushing it in the hands to give a tousled look.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a loud crunching noise




•
 
Charlotte heard the scrunch of boots on gravel.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘eat or bite noisily’): probably imitative; compare with crunch
 .





scrunchie

 
/ˈskrən(t)SHē/






noun




a circular band of fabric-covered elastic used for fastening the hair.














scruple

 
/ˈskro͞opəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
scruples

 )
 — a feeling of doubt or hesitation with regard to the morality or propriety of a course of action




•
 
I 
had no scruples about

 eavesdropping




•
 
without scruple, these politicians use fear as a persuasion weapon.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a unit of weight equal to 20 grains, used by apothecaries.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a very small amount of something, especially a quality.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
hesitate or be reluctant to do something that one thinks may be wrong




•
 
she doesn't scruple to ask her parents for money.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
scrupule

 or Latin 
scrupulus

 , from 
scrupus

 , literally ‘rough pebble,’ (figuratively) ‘anxiety.’





scrupulous

 
/ˈskro͞opyələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or process) diligent, thorough, and extremely attentive to details




•
 
the research has been carried out with scrupulous attention to detail.










2.
 
very concerned to avoid doing wrong




•
 
she's too scrupulous to have an affair with a married man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scrupulosity

 
/ˌskro͞opyəˈläsədē /






noun













2.
 
scrupulousness

 
/ˈskro͞opyələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘troubled with doubts’): from French 
scrupuleux

 or Latin 
scrupulosus

 , from 
scrupulus

 (see scruple
 ).





scrupulously

 
/ˈskro͞opyələslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a very careful and thorough way




•
 
a scrupulously researched biography




•
 
scrupulously maintained images.










2.
 
with great effort to avoid doing wrong




•
 
the policies must be scrupulously observed




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she is scrupulously fair to all students.



















scrutinize

 
/ˈskro͞otnˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
examine or inspect closely and thoroughly




•
 
customers were warned to scrutinize the small print.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scrutinization

 
/ˌskro͞otn-iˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
scrutinizer

 
/ˈskro͞otnˌīzər /






noun






















scrutiny

 
/ˈskro͞otnē/





I.
 
noun




critical observation or examination




•
 
every aspect of local government was placed 
under scrutiny

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
scrutinium

 , from 
scrutari

 ‘to search’ (originally ‘sort trash,’ from 
scruta

 ‘trash’). Early use referred to the taking of individual votes in an election procedure.





scry

 
/skrī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
foretell the future using a crystal ball or other reflective object or surface.








II.
 
derivatives





scryer






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: shortening of descry
 .





SCSI

 
/ˈskəzē/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 small computer system interface, a bus standard for connecting computers and their peripherals.













scuba

 
/ˈsko͞obə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aqualung.




2.
 
scuba diving.











– origin

 1950s: acronym from 
self-contained underwater breathing apparatus

 .





scuba diving

 
/ˈsko͞obə dīviNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or pastime of swimming underwater using scuba gear.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scuba dive

 
scuba-dive






verb













2.
 
scuba diver






noun






















scud

 
/skəd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move fast in a straight line because or as if driven by the wind




•
 
we lie watching the clouds 
scudding across

 the sky




•
 
three small ships were 
scudding before

 a brisk breeze.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a formation of vapory clouds driven fast by the wind.




2.
 
a mass of windblown spray.




3.
 
a driving shower of rain or snow; a gust.




4.
 
the action of moving fast in a straight line when driven by the wind




•
 
the scud of the clouds before the wind.










5.
 
(
Scud

 ) (also 
Scud missile

 )
 — a type of long-range surface-to-surface guided missile able to be fired from a mobile launcher.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): perhaps an alteration of the noun scut
 1
 , thus reflecting the sense ‘race like a hare.’





scudo

 
/ˈsko͞odō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a coin, typically made of silver, formerly used in various Italian states.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
scutum

 ‘shield.’





scuff

 
/skəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scrape or brush the surface of (a shoe or other object) against something




•
 
I scuffed the heel of my shoe on a stone.










2.
 
mark (a surface) by scraping or brushing it, especially with one's shoes




•
 
the linoleum on the floor was scuffed.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object or surface) become marked by scraping or brushing




•
 
these shoes won't scuff.










4.
 
drag (one's feet or heels) when walking




•
 
he scuffed his feet boyishly.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk while dragging one's feet or heels




•
 
she scuffed along in her slippers.














II.
 
noun




a mark made by scraping or grazing a surface or object




•
 
dark colors don't show scuffs.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps of imitative origin.






scuffle

 
/ˈskəfəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, confused fight or struggle at close quarters




•
 
there were minor 
scuffles with

 police.










2.
 
an act or sound of moving in a hurried, confused, or shuffling manner




•
 
he heard the scuffle of feet.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in a short, confused fight or struggle at close quarters




•
 
the teacher noticed two students scuffling in the corridor.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move in a hurried, confused, or awkward way, making a rustling or shuffling sound




•
 
a drenched woman scuffled through the doorway.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal or person) move (something) in a scrambling or confused manner




•
 
the rabbit struggled free, scuffling his front paws.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish 
skuffa

 ‘to push’; related to shove
 and shuffle
 .





scull1


 
/skəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of small oars used by a single rower.




2.
 
an oar placed over the stern of a boat to propel it by a side-to-side motion, reversing the blade at each turn.




3.
 
a light, narrow boat propelled with a scull or a pair of sculls.




4.
 
(
sculls

 )
 — a race between boats in which each participant uses a pair of oars.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
propel a boat with sculls.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transport (someone) in a boat propelled with sculls.




3.
 
(of an aquatic animal) propel itself with fins or flippers.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





scull2


 
/skəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Canadian)

 a large group of fish that has migrated from the open sea to inshore waters.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 the annual migration of fish from the open sea to inshore waters.











– origin

 variant of school
 2
 .





sculler

 
/ˈskələr/






noun



1.
 
a person who sculls a boat.




2.
 
a boat propelled with a scull or pair of sculls.














scullery

 
/ˈskəl(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a small kitchen or room at the back of a house used for washing dishes and other dirty household work.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the department of a household concerned with kitchen utensils): from Old French 
escuelerie

 , from 
escuele

 ‘dish,’ from Latin 
scutella

 ‘salver,’ diminutive of 
scutra

 ‘wooden platter.’





scullery maid






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a female domestic servant responsible for washing dishes and doing other household work




•
 
we could do with a scullery maid to scour the dirtiest pots.



















scullion

 
/ˈskəlyən/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a servant assigned the most menial kitchen tasks.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin but perhaps influenced by scullery
 .





sculp.






abbreviation



1.
 
sculptor.




2.
 
sculptural.




3.
 
sculpture.













sculpin

 
/ˈskəlpən/





I.
 
noun




a chiefly marine fish of the northern hemisphere, with a broad flattened head and spiny scales and fins.

[
Cottidae

 and related families: many genera and numerous species, including the bullheads.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
scorpene

 , via Latin from Greek 
skorpaina

 , denoting a kind of fish.





sculpt

 
/skəlpt /

 
sculp





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create or represent (something) by carving, casting, or other shaping techniques




•
 
sculpting human figures from ivory




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was teaching him how to sculpt.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
sculpter

 , from 
sculpteur

 ‘sculptor’; later regarded as a back-formation from sculptor
 or sculpture
 .






sculptor

 
/ˈskəlptər/





I.
 
noun




an artist who makes sculptures.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
sculpt-

 ‘hollowed out,’ from the verb 
sculpere

 .





Sculptor

 
/ˈskəlptər /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a faint southern constellation (the Sculptor or Sculptor's Workshop), between Grus and Cetus.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Sculptoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Sculptoris.













– origin

 Latin.





sculptress

 
/ˈskəlptrəs/






noun




a female artist who makes sculptures.














sculptural

 
/ˈskəlpCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or resembling sculpture




•
 
sculptural decoration




•
 
sculptural works.














II.
 
derivatives





sculpturally

 
/ˈskəlpCH(ə)rəlē /






adverb






















sculpture

 
/ˈskəlpCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art of making two- or three-dimensional representative or abstract forms, especially by carving stone or wood or by casting metal or plaster.




2.
 
a work of art made by sculpture




•
 
a bronze sculpture




•
 
a collection of sculpture.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 raised or sunken patterns or texture on the surface of a shell, pollen grain, cuticle, or other biological specimen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or represent (a form) by carving, casting, or other shaping techniques




•
 
the choir stalls were each carefully sculptured.










2.
 
form, shape, or mark as if by sculpture, especially with strong, smooth curves


(as 
adj.

 
sculptured

 )


•
 
he had an aquiline nose and sculptured lips.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sculptura

 , from 
sculpere

 ‘carve.’





sculpturesque

 
/ˌskəlpCHəˈresk/





I.
 
adjective




old-fashioned term for sculptural
 .








II.
 
derivatives





sculpturesquely






adverb





















sculpturing

 
/ˈskəlp(t)SHəriNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of forming or shaping something by or as if by sculpture




•
 
the gadget is great for blow-drying, sculpturing, and molding.










2.
 
a shape produced by or as if by sculpture




•
 
the mountain's graceful sculpturing.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 sculpture




•
 
the external sculpturing consists of a series of corrugations.




















scum

 
/skəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a layer of dirt or froth on the surface of a liquid




•
 
green scum found on stagnant pools.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a worthless or contemptible person or group of people




•
 
you drug dealers are 
the scum of the earth

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) become covered with a layer of dirt or froth




•
 
the lagoon 
scummed over

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form a layer of dirt or froth on (a liquid)




•
 
litter scummed the surface of the harbor.














III.
 
derivatives





scummy

 
/ˈskəmē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
schūm

 , of Germanic origin.





scumbag

 
/ˈskəmˌbaɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 a contemptible or objectionable person.













scumble

 
/ˈskəmbəl /

 

‹Art›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
modify (a painting or color) by applying a very thin coat of opaque paint to give a softer or duller effect.




2.
 
modify (a drawing) with light shading in pencil or charcoal to give a softer effect.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin, opaque coat of paint or layer of shading applied to give a softer or duller effect.




2.
 
the effect produced by scumbling.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb): perhaps a frequentative of the verb scum
 .






scuncheon

 
/ˈskən(t)SHən/





I.
 
noun




the inside face of a doorjamb or window frame.











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escoinson

 , based on 
coin

 ‘corner.’





scungille

 
/sko͝onˈjēlē /

 
scungile





I.
 
noun




a mollusk (especially with reference to its meat eaten as a delicacy).











– origin

 from Italian dialect 
scunciglio

 , probably an alteration of Italian 
conchiglia

 ‘seashell.’





scunner

 
/ˈskənər /

 

‹chiefly Scottish›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong dislike




•
 
why have you a scunner against him?










2.
 
a source of irritation or strong dislike.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel disgust or strong dislike.











– origin

 late Middle English (first used in the sense ‘shrink back with fear’): of unknown origin.





scup

 
/skəp/





I.
 
noun




a common porgy with faint dark vertical bars, occurring off the coasts of the northwestern Atlantic.

[
Stenotomus chrysops

 , family 
Sparidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Narragansett 
mishcup

 .





scupper1


 
/ˈskəpər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
scuppers

 )


1.
 
a hole in a ship's side to carry water overboard from the deck.




2.
 
an outlet in the side of a building for draining water.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
escopir

 ‘to spit’; compare with German 
Speigatt

 , literally ‘spit hole.’





scupper2


 
/ˈskəpər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 sink (a ship or its crew) deliberately.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 prevent from working or succeeding; thwart




•
 
plans for a casino were scuppered by a public inquiry.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (as military slang in the sense ‘kill, esp. in an ambush’): of unknown origin. The sense ‘sink’ dates from the 1970s.





scuppernong

 
/ˈskəpərˌnäNG/






noun



1.
 
a variety of the muscadine grape native to the basin of the Scuppernong River in North Carolina.




2.
 
(often 
scuppernong wine

 )
 — wine made from the scuppernong grape.














scurf

 
/skərf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
flakes on the surface of the skin that form as fresh skin develops below, occurring especially as dandruff.




2.
 
a flaky deposit on any surface, especially one on a plant resulting from a fungal infection.








II.
 
derivatives





scurfy

 
/ˈskərfē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
sceorf

 , from the base of 
sceorfan

 ‘gnaw,’ 
sceorfian

 ‘cut to shreds.’





scurrility

 
/skəˈrilədē/






noun




the quality of being scurrilous




•
 
a mixture of humor and mild scurrility.



















scurrilous

 
/ˈskərələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making or spreading scandalous claims about someone with the intention of damaging their reputation




•
 
a scurrilous attack on his integrity.










2.
 
humorously insulting




•
 
a very funny collection of bawdy and scurrilous writings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
scurrilously

 
/ˈsk(ə)rələslē /






adverb













2.
 
scurrilousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
scurrile

 or Latin 
scurrilus

 (from 
scurra

 ‘buffoon’) + -ous
 .





scurry

 
/ˈskərē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or small animal) move hurriedly with short quick steps




•
 
pedestrians scurried for cover.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a situation of hurried and confused movement




•
 
I was in such a scurry.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
hurry-scurry

 , reduplication of hurry
 .





scurvy

 
/ˈskərvē/





I.
 
noun




a disease caused by a deficiency of vitamin C, characterized by swollen bleeding gums and the opening of previously healed wounds, which particularly affected poorly nourished sailors until the end of the 18th century.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 worthless or contemptible




•
 
that was a scurvy trick.














III.
 
derivatives





scurvily

 
/-vəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective meaning ‘scurfy’): from scurf
 + -y
 1
 . The noun use (mid 16th cent.) is by association with French 
scorbut

 (see scorbutic
 ).





scurvy grass






noun




a small cresslike European plant with fleshy tar-flavored leaves, growing near the sea. It is rich in vitamin C and was formerly eaten, especially by sailors, to prevent scurvy.

[Genus 
Cochlearia

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species, in particular 
C. officinalis

 .]














scut1


 
/skət/





I.
 
noun




the short tail of a hare, rabbit, or deer.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; compare with obsolete 
scut

 ‘short,’ also ‘shorten.’






scut2


 
/skət/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Irish)

 a person perceived as foolish, contemptible, or objectionable.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





scuta

 
/ˈsk(y)o͞odə/






plural form of scutum
 .









scutage

 
/ˈsk(y)o͞odəj/





I.
 
noun




(in a feudal society) money paid by a vassal to his lord in lieu of military service.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
scutagium

 , from Latin 
scutum

 ‘shield.’






Scutari

 
/ˈsko͞otərē, -tärē/






a former name for Üsküdar.









scutch

 
/skəCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress (fibrous material, especially retted flax) by beating it.








II.
 
derivatives





scutcher






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from obsolete French 
escoucher

 , from Latin 
excutere

 ‘shake out.’





scutcheon

 
/ˈskəCHən/






noun




archaic spelling of escutcheon
 .














scute

 
/sk(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a thickened horny or bony plate on a turtle's shell or on the back of a crocodile, stegosaurus, etc.











– origin

 from Latin 
scutum

 ; see scutum
 .





scutellum

 
/ˌsk(y)o͞oˈteləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a small shieldlike structure, in particular




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a modified cotyledon in the embryo of a grass seed.




3.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the third dorsal sclerite in each thoracic segment of an insect.








II.
 
derivatives





scutellar

 
/-ˈtelər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
scutum

 ‘shield.’





scutter

 
/ˈskədər /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a small animal) move hurriedly with short steps




•
 
a little dog scuttered up from the cabin.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or sound of scuttering.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps an alteration of the verb scuttle
 2
 .






scuttle1


 
/ˈskədl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal container with a sloping hinged lid and a handle, used to fetch and store coal for a domestic fire.




2.
 
the amount of coal held in a scuttle




•
 
carrying endless 
scuttles of

 coal up from the cellar.

















– origin

 late Old English 
scutel

 ‘dish, platter,’ from Old Norse 
skutill

 , from Latin 
scutella

 ‘dish.’






scuttle2


 
/ˈskədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run hurriedly or furtively with short quick steps




•
 
a mouse scuttled across the floor.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or sound of scuttling




•
 
I heard the scuttle of rats across the room.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: compare with dialect 
scuddle

 , frequentative of scud
 .





scuttle3


 
/ˈskədl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sink (one's own ship) deliberately by holing it or opening its seacocks to let water in.




2.
 
deliberately cause (a scheme) to fail




•
 
some of the stockholders are threatening to scuttle the deal.














II.
 
noun




an opening with a lid in a ship's deck or side.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a noun): perhaps from Old French 
escoutille

 , from the Spanish diminutive 
escotilla

 ‘hatchway.’ The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





scuttlebutt

 
/ˈskədlˌbət/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 rumor; gossip




•
 
the 
scuttlebutt has it

 that he was a spy




•
 
the court cautioned against relying on scuttlebutt.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a water butt on the deck of a ship, providing drinking water): from 
scuttled butt

 . Sailors would traditionally exchange gossip when they gathered at the scuttlebutt for a drink of water.






scutum

 
/ˈsk(y)o͞odəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for scute
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Entomology]

 the second dorsal sclerite in each thoracic segment of an insect.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘oblong shield.’





Scutum

 
/ˈsk(y)o͞odəm /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small constellation (the Shield) near the celestial equator, lying in the Milky Way between Aquila and Serpens.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Scuti

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Scuti.













– origin

 Latin.





scut work

 
scutwork





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 tedious, menial work.











– origin

 1970s: of unknown origin; compare with scut
 2
 .





scuzz

 
/skəz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 something regarded as disgusting, sordid, or disreputable.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a disreputable or unpleasant person.








II.
 
derivatives





scuzzy

 
/ˈskəzē /






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: probably an informal abbreviation of disgusting
 .





scuzzball

 
/ˈskəzbôl /

 
scuzzbag






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a despicable or disgusting person.













Scylla

 
/ˈsilə /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a female sea monster who devoured sailors when they tried to navigate the narrow channel between her cave and the whirlpool Charybdis. In later legend Scylla was a dangerous rock, located on the Italian side of the Strait of Messina.




II.
 
phrases





between Scylla and Charybdis







/kəˈribdis /

 — used to refer to a situation involving two dangers in which an attempt to avoid one increases the risk from the other.

















scyphistoma

 
/sīˈfistəmə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the fixed polyplike stage in the life cycle of a jellyfish, which reproduces asexually by budding (strobilation).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
scyphus

 ‘cup’ + Greek 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’





Scyphozoa

 
/ˌsīfəˈzōə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of marine coelenterates that comprises the jellyfishes.




II.
 
derivatives





scyphozoan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
skuphos

 ‘drinking cup’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





scythe

 
/sīT͟H/





I.
 
noun




a tool used for cutting crops such as grass or wheat, with a long curved blade at the end of a long pole attached to which are one or two short handles.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut with a scythe.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move through or penetrate something rapidly and forcefully




•
 
attacking players can scythe through defenses.

















– origin

 Old English 
sīthe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zeis

 and German 
Sense

 .





Scythia

 
/ˈsiTHēə/






an ancient region in southeastern Europe and Asia. The center of the Scythian empire, which existed between the 8th and 2nd centuries 
BC

 , was on the northern shores of the Black Sea and extended from southern Russia to the borders of Persia.









Scythian

 
/ˈsiTHēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the ancient region of Scythia or its inhabitants




•
 
the formation of the Scythian cultures.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the ancient region of Scythia




•
 
the Scythians retreated into the Crimea.



















SD






abbreviation




South Dakota (in official postal use).













sd.






abbreviation




sound.













s.d.






abbreviation



1.
 
sine die.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 standard deviation.













S.Dak.






abbreviation




South Dakota.













SD card





I.
 
noun




a type of memory card typically used in digital cameras and other portable devices




•
 
a 1 GB SD card would be a good investment with this camera.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviated form of 
secure digital card

 .





SDR






abbreviation




special drawing right (from the International Monetary Fund).













SDS






abbreviation




Students for a Democratic Society; a left-leaning organization of US college students that formed in 1960. It was active in the Civil Rights movement but is best remembered for its resistance to the Vietnam War
 .













Se






symbol




the chemical element selenium.













SE






abbreviation




southeast or southeastern.













se-





I.
 
prefix




(in words adopted from Latin) apart; without




•
 
secede




•
 
secure.

















– origin

 from Latin 
se-

 , from the earlier preposition and adverb 
se

 .






sea

 
/sē/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the sea

 )


1.
 
the expanse of salt water that covers most of the earth's surface and surrounds its landmasses




•
 
a ban on dumping radioactive wastes in the sea




•
 
rocky bays lapped by vivid blue sea




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a sea view.










2.
 
(often in place names) a roughly definable area of this




•
 
the Black Sea.










3.
 
(often in place names) a large lake




•
 
the Sea of Galilee.










4.
 
used to refer to waves as opposed to calm sea




•
 
there was still some sea running.










5.
 
(
seas

 )
 — large waves




•
 
the lifeboat met seas of thirty-five feet head-on.










6.
 
a vast expanse or quantity of something




•
 
she scanned the 
sea of

 faces for Stephen.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at sea





a.
 
sailing on the sea.




b.
 
(also 
all at sea

 )
 — confused or unable to decide what to do




•
 
he feels 
at sea with

 economics.















2.
 
by sea






by means of a ship or ships




•
 
other army units were sent by sea.















3.
 
go to sea





a.
 
set out on a voyage.




b.
 
become a sailor in a navy or a merchant navy.









4.
 
on the sea






situated on the coast.









5.
 
put (out) to sea






leave land on a voyage.















– origin

 Old English 
sǣ

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zee

 and German 
See

 .





sea anchor

 
/sē ˈaNGkər/






noun




an object dragged in the water from the bow of a boat in order to keep the bow pointing into the waves or to lessen leeway.














sea anemone

 
/sē əˈnemənē/






noun




a sedentary marine coelenterate with a columnar body that bears a ring of stinging tentacles around the mouth.

[Order 
Actiniaria

 , class 
Anthozoa

 .]













sea-angel

 
/ˈsēˌānjəl/






noun




an angel shark.













seabag

 
/ˈsēbaɡ/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sailor's traveling bag or trunk.














sea bass

 
/ˈsē ˌbas/






noun




any of a number of marine fishes that are related to or resemble the common perch, in particular

[● the European bass, 
Dicentrarchus labrax

 (see bass
 2
 (
sense

 2)). ● a mainly tropical fish of a large family (
Serranidae

 , the 
sea bass family

 ), especially one of the genus 
Centropristis

 , including the 
giant sea bass

 (
C. stiata

 ). The sea bass family also includes the groupers. ● a large game fish of the Pacific coast of North America (
Cynoscion nobilis

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 ).]













seabed

 
/ˈsēˌbed/






noun




the ground under the sea; the ocean floor.













Seabee

 
/ˈsēˌbē/





I.
 
noun




a member of one of the construction battalions of the Civil Engineer Corps of the US Navy.











– origin

 representing a pronunciation of the letters 
CB

 (from 
construction battalion

 .





seabird

 
/ˈsēˌbərd/






noun




a bird that frequents the sea or coast.













sea biscuit






noun



1.
 
another term for hardtack
 .




2.
 
another term for sand dollar
 .













seaboard

 
/ˈsēbôrd/






noun




a region bordering the sea; the coastline




•
 
the eastern seaboard of the U.S.



















sea boat






noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 
a boat or ship considered in terms of its ability to cope with conditions at sea




•
 
she was a surprisingly good sea boat.




















Seaborg, Glenn

 
/ˈsēˌbôrɡ/






(1912–99), US nuclear chemist; full name 
Glenn Theodore Seaborg

 . During 1940–58, he and his colleagues produced nine of the transuranic elements (plutonium to nobelium) in a cyclotron. He shared the 1951 Nobel Prize for Chemistry with Edwin McMillan (1907–91).









seaborgium

 
/ˌsēˈbôrɡēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Sg

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 106, a very unstable element made by high-energy atomic collisions.











– origin

 modern Latin, named after G. 
Seaborg

 (see Seaborg, Glenn
 ).





seaborne

 
/ˈsēˌbôrn/






adjective




transported or traveling by sea




•
 
seaborne trade.



















sea bream

 
/sē brēm/






noun




a deep-bodied marine fish that resembles the freshwater bream, in particular

[● Several genera and species in the family 
Sparidae

 (the 
sea bream family

 ), in particular the 
red sea bream

 (
Pagellus bogaraveo

 ), which is fished commercially, and the 
black sea bream

 (
Spondyliosoma cantharus

 ), a popular angling fish; the sea bream family also includes the porgies. ● a fish of Australasian coastal waters, with a purple back and silver underside (
Seriolella brama

 , family 
Centrolophidae

 ).]














sea breeze






noun




a breeze blowing toward the land from the sea, especially during the day owing to the relative warmth of the land.













sea buckthorn






noun




a bushy Eurasian shrub or small tree that typically grows on sandy coasts. It bears orange berries, and some plants are spiny.

[
Hippophae rhamnoides

 , 
Elaeagnaceae

 .]













sea butterfly






noun




another term for pteropod
 .













sea captain

 
/sē ˈkaptən/






noun




a person who commands a ship, especially a merchant ship.













SeaCat

 
/ˈsēkat/






noun






‹trademark›

 a large, high-speed catamaran used as a passenger and car ferry on short sea crossings.













sea change

 
/ˈsē ˌCHānj/





I.
 
noun




a profound or notable transformation.











– origin

 from Shakespeare's 
Tempest

 (
I

 . ii. 403).





sea chest






noun




a sailor's storage chest.













sea coal






noun






‹archaic›

 mineral coal, as distinct from other types of coal such as charcoal.













seacoast

 
/ˈsēˌkōst/






noun




the part of the land adjoining or near the sea




•
 
the seacoast of Florida.



















seacock

 
/ˈsēkäk/






noun




a valve in an opening through a ship's hull below or near the waterline (especially one connecting a ship's engine-cooling system to the sea).













sea cow

 
/sē kou/






noun




a sirenian, especially a manatee.













sea cucumber






noun




an echinoderm that has a thick, wormlike body with tentacles around the mouth. They typically have rows of tube feet along the body and breathe by means of a respiratory tree.

[Class 
Holothuroidea

 .]













sea dog

 
/sē dôɡ/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an old or experienced sailor.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a mythical beast like a dog with fins, webbed feet, and a scaly tail.













sea duck






noun




any of a number of ducks that frequent the sea, especially the eiders, scoters, and long-tailed duck.

[Tribes 
Somateriini

 (and 
Mergini

 ), family 
Anatidae

 : several genera.]













sea eagle

 
/sē ˈēɡəl/






noun




a large Eurasian fish-eating eagle that frequents coasts and wetlands.

[Genus 
Haliaetus

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
white-tailed sea eagle

 (
H. albicilla

 ), recently reintroduced to Scotland.]













sea egg






noun




a sea urchin.













sea elephant

 
/sē ˈeləfənt/






noun




another term for elephant seal
 .













sea fan






noun




a horny coral with a vertical treelike or fanlike skeleton, living chiefly in warmer seas.

[
Gorgonis

 and other genera, order 
Gorgonacea

 .]













seafaring

 
/ˈsēˌferiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) traveling by sea, especially regularly.








II.
 
noun




the practice of traveling by sea, especially regularly.








III.
 
derivatives





seafarer

 
/ˈsēˌferər /






noun





















seafloor spreading






noun






[Geology]

 the formation of new areas of oceanic crust, which occurs through the upwelling of magma at midocean ridges and its subsequent outward movement on either side.













seafood

 
/ˈsēˌfo͞od/






noun




shellfish and sea fish, served as food.














seafront

 
/ˈsēˌfrənt/






noun




another term for beachfront
 .













sea-girt

 
/ˈsēˌɡərt/






adjective






‹literary›

 surrounded by sea.













seagoing

 
/ˈsēˌɡōiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ship) suitable or designed for voyages on the sea.




2.
 
characterized by or relating to traveling by sea, especially habitually




•
 
a seagoing life.



















sea gooseberry






noun




a common comb jelly with a spherical body bearing two long retractile branching tentacles, typically occurring in swarms.

[
Pleurobrachia pileus

 , class 
Tentaculata

 .]













sea grape






noun



1.
 
a salt-resistant tree of the dock family, bearing grapelike bunches of edible purple fruit and found on the Atlantic coasts of tropical America.

[
Coccoloba uvifera

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the sea grape tree.













seagrass

 
/ˈsēɡras/






noun




a grasslike plant that lives in or close to the sea, especially eelgrass.

[Genera 
Cymodocea

 (family 
Cymodoceaceae

 ), 
Zostera

 (family 
Zosteraceae

 ), and others.]













sea-green

 
/ˈsē ˈˌɡrēn/






adjective




of a pale bluish green color.













seagull

 
/ˈsēˌɡəl/






noun




a popular name for a gull.













sea hare






noun




a large sea slug that has a minute internal shell and lateral extensions to the foot. Most species can swim, and many secrete distasteful chemicals to deter predators.

[
Aplysia

 and other genera, order 
Anaspidea

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]














sea holly






noun




a spiny-leaved plant of the parsley family, with metallic blue teasel-like flowers, growing in sandy places by the sea and native to Europe.

[
Eryngium maritimum

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 . See also eryngium
 .]













seahorse

 
/ˈsēhôrs /

 
sea horse






noun



1.
 
a small marine fish with segmented bony armor, an upright posture, a curled prehensile tail, a tubular snout, and a head and neck suggestive of a horse.

[Genus 
Hippocampus

 , family 
Syngnathidae

 : many species, including the European 
H. ramulosus

 and the American 
H. hudsonius

 .]




2.
 
a mythical creature with a horse's head and fish's tail.













Sea Island cotton






noun




a fine-quality long-staple cotton grown on islands off the southern US.













Sea Islands






a chain of islands off the Atlantic coast of northern Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. They include many resorts and nature preserves and are noted for their African-derived Gullah culture.









seakale

 
/ˈsēˌkāl/






noun




a maritime Eurasian plant of the cabbage family, sometimes cultivated for its edible young shoots.

[
Crambe maritima

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













seakeeping

 
/ˈsēˌkēpiNG/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the ability of a vessel to withstand rough conditions at sea.













sea-kindly

 
/ˈsēˌkīn(d)lē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a ship) easy to handle at sea.








II.
 
derivatives





sea-kindliness






noun






















sea krait






noun




a venomous sea snake with a compressed tail, occurring in tropical coastal waters of the eastern Indian Ocean and western Pacific, coming ashore to bask and breed.

[Genus 
Laticauda

 , family 
Elapidae

 : two species.]














seal1


 
/ˈsē(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device or substance that is used to join two things together so as to prevent them from coming apart or to prevent anything from passing between them




•
 
blue smoke from the exhaust suggests worn valve seals.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the state or fact of being joined or rendered impervious with a seal




•
 
many fittings have tapered threads for a better seal.










3.
 
the water standing in the trap of a drain to prevent sewer gas from backing up through the drain, considered in terms of its depth.




4.
 
a piece of wax, lead, or other material with an individual design stamped into it, attached to a document to show that it has come from the person who claims to have issued it.




5.
 
a design resembling a seal embossed in paper as a guarantee of authenticity.




6.
 
an engraved device used for stamping a design that authenticates a document.




7.
 
a decorative adhesive stamp.




8.
 
a thing regarded as a confirmation or guarantee of something




•
 
the International Monetary Fund is likely to give a seal of approval to the Mexican plan.










9.
 
(also 
the seal of confession

 or 
the seal of the confessional

 ) (
the seal

 )
 — the obligation on a priest not to divulge anything said during confession




•
 
I was told 
under the seal

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten or close securely




•
 
he folded it, sealed the envelope, and walked to the mailbox.










2.
 
(
seal something in

 )
 — prevent something from escaping by closing a container or opening.




3.
 
(
seal something off

 )
 — isolate an area by preventing or monitoring entrance to and exit from it




•
 
the police have sealed off the area in search of the attackers.










4.
 
apply a nonporous coating to (a surface) to make it impervious




•
 
seal the finish with a satin varnish.










5.
 
fry (food) briefly in hot fat to prevent it from losing too much of its moisture during subsequent cooking




•
 
heat the oil and seal the lamb on both sides.










6.
 
conclude, establish, or secure (something) definitively, excluding the possibility of reversal or loss




•
 
to seal the deal he offered Thornton a place on the board of the nascent company.










7.
 
fix a piece of wax or lead stamped with a design to (a document) to authenticate it.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
my (or his, etc.) lips are sealed






used to convey that one will not discuss or reveal something.









2.
 
put (or set) the seal on





a.
 
give the final authorization to




•
 
the UN envoy hopes to set the seal on a lasting peace.










b.
 
provide or constitute the final confirmatory or conclusive factor




•
 
the rain set the seal on his depression.















3.
 
seal someone's fate






see fate
 .









4.
 
set (or put) one's seal to (or on)






mark with one's distinctive character




•
 
it was the Stewart dynasty which most markedly set its seal on the place.















5.
 
under seal






under legal protection of secrecy




•
 
the judge ordered that the videotape be kept under seal.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sealable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
seel

 (noun), 
seeler

 (verb), from Latin 
sigillum

 ‘small picture,’ diminutive of 
signum

 ‘a sign.’






seal2


 
/ˈsē(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fish-eating aquatic mammal with a streamlined body and feet developed as flippers, returning to land to breed or rest.

[Families 
Phocidae

 (the 
true seals

 ) and 
Otariidae

 (the 
eared seals

 , including the fur seals and sea lions). The latter have external ear flaps and are able to sit upright, and the males are much larger than the females.]




2.
 
another term for sealskin
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
sealing

 )


1.
 
hunt for seals.











– origin

 Old English 
seolh

 , of Germanic origin.





SEAL

 
/sēl/





I.
 
noun




a member of an elite force within the US Navy specializing in guerrilla warfare and counterinsurgency.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
(se)a (a)ir (l)and

 (team).





sea lane

 
/sē lān/






noun




a route designated for use or regularly used by shipping.













sealant

 
/ˈsēlənt/






noun




material used for sealing something so as to make it airtight or watertight.














sea lavender

 
/sē ˈlavəndər/






noun




a chiefly maritime plant with small pink or lilac funnel-shaped flowers. Several kinds are cultivated and some are used as everlasting flowers.

[Genus 
Limonium

 (formerly 
Statice

 ), family 
Plumbaginaceae

 .]













sea lawyer






noun






‹informal›

 an eloquently and obstinately argumentative person.













Seal Beach






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Long Beach; pop. 24,127 (est. 2008).









sealcoating

 
/ˈsēlˌkōdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the application of a sealing coat to a paved surface in order to prolong its integrity.








II.
 
derivatives





sealcoat






verb





















sealed-beam

 
/ˈsē(ə)ldˌbēm/






adjective




denoting a vehicle headlight with a sealed unit consisting of the light source, reflector, and lens.













sealed book






noun




archaic term for closed book
 (see closed
 ).













sealed orders






plural noun






[Military]

 orders that are not to be opened before a specified time.













sea legs






plural noun

 — (
one's sea legs

 )


1.
 
a person's ability to keep their balance and not feel seasick when on board a moving ship.













sea lemon






noun




a yellowish sea slug.

[
Archidoris

 and other genera, order 
Nudibranchia

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]













sealer1


 
/ˈsēlər/






noun



1.
 
a device or substance used to seal something, especially with a hermetic or an impervious seal.




2.
 
(also 
sealer jar

 )
 — 

(Canadian)

 a jar with a hermetic seal designed to preserve food such as fruit, pickles, and jams.













sealer2


 
/ˈsēlər/






noun




a ship or person engaged in hunting seals.













sea lettuce






noun




an edible seaweed with green fronds that resemble lettuce leaves.

[
Ulva lactuca

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 .]













sea level

 
/ˈsē ˌlevəl/






noun




the level of the sea's surface, used in reckoning the height of geographical features such as hills and as a barometric standard




•
 
it is only 500 feet above sea level.







Compare with mean sea level
 .













sealift

 
/ˈsēlift/






noun




a large-scale transportation of troops, supplies, and equipment by sea.













sea lily






noun




a sedentary marine echinoderm that has a small body on a long jointed stalk, with featherlike arms to trap food.

[Class 
Crinoidea

 .]













sealing wax

 
/ˈsēliNG ˌwaks/






noun




a mixture of shellac and rosin with turpentine and pigment, softened by heating and used to make seals.













sea lion

 
/ˈsē ˌlīən/






noun



1.
 
an eared seal occurring mainly on Pacific coasts, the large male of which has a mane on the neck and shoulders.

[Five genera and species in the family 
Otariidae

 .]




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 a mythical beast formed of a lion's head and foreparts and a fish's tail.













sealpoint

 
/sē(ə)lpoint/






noun



1.
 
a dark brown marking on the fur of the head, tail, and paws of a Siamese cat.




2.
 
a cat with sealpoint markings.













seal ring

 
/sē(ə)l riNG/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a finger ring with a seal for impressing sealing wax.














sealskin

 
/ˈsē(ə)lˌskin/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the skin or prepared fur of a seal, especially when made into a garment.













sealstone

 
/ˈsē(ə)lˌstōn/






noun




a gemstone bearing an engraved device for use as a seal.













seal-top

 
/ˈsē(ə)ltäp/





I.
 
adjective




(of a spoon) having a flat design resembling an embossed seal at the end of its handle.








II.
 
noun




a spoon with a seal-top.













Sealyham

 
/ˈsēlēəm /

 
Sealyham terrier





I.
 
noun




a terrier of a wire-haired, short-legged breed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Sealyham

 , the name of a village in southwestern Wales, where the dog was first bred.






seam

 
/sēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line along which two pieces of fabric are sewn together in a garment or other article.




2.
 
a line where the edges of two pieces of wood, wallpaper, or another material touch each other.




3.
 
a long thin indentation or scar




•
 
a sun-scorched face fissured with delicate seams.










4.
 
an underground layer, as of ore or coal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join with a seam




•
 
it can be used for seaming garments.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
seamed

 )
 — make a long narrow indentation in




•
 
men in middle age have seamed faces.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bursting (or bulging) at the seams








‹informal›

 (of a place or building) full to overflowing.









2.
 
come (or fall) apart at the seams








‹informal›

 (of a person or system) be in a very poor condition and near to collapse




•
 
the attitude of the airport guard was symptomatic of a system falling apart at the seams.


















IV.
 
derivatives





seamer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sēam

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zoom

 and German 
Saum

 .





seaman

 
/ˈsēmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who works as a sailor, especially one below the rank of officer.




2.
 
a sailor of the lowest rank in the US Navy or Coast Guard, ranking below petty officer.




3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person regarded in terms of their ability to captain or crew a boat or ship




•
 
he's the best seaman on the coast.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seamanlike

 
/ˈsēmənˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
seamanly






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sǣman

 (see sea
 , man
 ).





seamanship

 
/ˈsēmənˌSHip/






noun




the skill, techniques, or practice of handling a ship or boat at sea.













seamark

 
/ˈsēˌmärk/






noun




a conspicuous object distinguishable at sea, serving to guide or warn sailors in navigation.














sea mile

 
/sē mīl/






noun




a unit of distance equal to a minute of arc of a great circle and varying (because the earth is not a perfect sphere) between approximately 2,014 yards (1,842 meters) at the equator and 2,035 yards (1,861 meters) at the pole.

Compare with nautical mile
 .













seamless

 
/ˈsēmləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a fabric or surface) smooth and without seams or obvious joins




•
 
seamless stockings.










2.
 
smooth and continuous, with no apparent gaps or spaces between one part and the next




•
 
the seamless integration of footage from different sources.














II.
 
derivatives





seamlessness






noun





















seamlessly

 
/ˈsēmləslē/






adverb




smoothly and continuously, with no apparent gaps or spaces between one part and the next




•
 
each song is seamlessly integrated into the film




•
 
the conversation flowed seamlessly.



















sea-moth

 
/ˈsēmôTH/






noun




a small fish with bony plates covering the body and large pectoral fins that spread out horizontally like wings. It lives in the warmer waters of the Indo-Pacific.

[Family 
Pegasidae

 : several genera and species, including the widely distributed 
Eurypegasus draconis

 .]













seamount

 
/ˈsēˌmount/






noun




a submarine mountain.














sea mouse






noun




a large marine bristle-worm with a stout, oval body that bears matted, furlike, iridescent chaetae.

[Genus 
Aphrodite

 , class 
Polychaeta

 .]














seamstress

 
/ˈsēmstris/





I.
 
noun




a woman who sews, especially one who earns her living by sewing.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from archaic 
seamster

 , 
sempster

 ‘tailor, seamstress’ + -ess
 1
 .





seamy

 
/ˈsēmē/





I.
 
adjective




sordid and disreputable




•
 
a seamy sex scandal.














II.
 
derivatives





seaminess






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from seam
 + -y
 1
 . The sense ‘disreputable’ (early 17th cent.) arose from the notion of ‘having the rough edges of seams visible.’





Seanad

 
/ˈSHônəd, ˈSHänəT͟H /

 
Seanad Éireann





I.
 
the upper house of Parliament in the Republic of Ireland, composed of sixty members, of whom eleven are nominated by the Taoiseach and forty-nine are elected by institutions.







– origin

 Irish, ‘senate (of Ireland).’





seance

 
/ˈsāˌäns/





I.
 
noun




a meeting at which people attempt to make contact with the dead, especially through the agency of a medium.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French 
séance

 , from Old French 
seoir

 , from Latin 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





sea nettle






noun




a large, stinging jellyfish.

[
Chrysaora

 and other genera, class 
Scyphozoa

 : numerous species, including the 
East Coast sea nettle

 (
C. quinquecirrha

 ), which is particularly common in Chesapeake Bay during midsummer.]














sea otter

 
/sē ˈädər/






noun




an entirely aquatic marine otter of North Pacific coasts, formerly hunted for its dense fur. It is noted for its habit of floating on its back with a stone balanced on the abdomen, in order to crack open bivalve mollusks.

[
Enhydra lutris

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]













sea pen






noun




a marine coelenterate related to the corals, forming a feather-shaped colony with a horny or calcareous skeleton.

[Order 
Pennatulacea

 , class 
Anthozoa

 .]














sea perch

 
/sē pərCH/






noun




any of a number of marine fishes that typically have a long-based dorsal fin and that are popular as sporting fish, in particular

[● a fish of the snapper family (
Lutjanidae

 : several genera). ● a surfperch.]














sea pink






noun




another term for thrift
 (
sense

 2).













seaplane

 
/ˈsēˌplān/






noun




an aircraft with floats instead of wheels, designed to land on and take off from water.













seaport

 
/ˈsēˌpôrt/






noun




a town or city with a harbor for seagoing ships.













sea potato






noun




a yellowish-brown European heart urchin.

[
Echinocardium cordatum

 , class 
Echinoidea

 .]













sea power






noun




a country's naval strength, especially as a weapon of war.













SEAQ

 
/ˈsēak/






abbreviation




(in the UK) Stock Exchange Automated Quotations (the computer system on which dealers trade shares and seek or provide price quotations on the London Stock Exchange).













seaquake

 
/ˈsēˌkwāk/






noun




a sudden disturbance of the sea caused by a submarine eruption or earthquake.














sear

 
/sir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burn or scorch the surface of (something) with a sudden, intense heat




•
 
the water got so hot that it seared our lips




•
 


‹figurative›

 a sharp pang of disappointment seared her.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of pain) be experienced as a sudden, burning sensation




•
 
a crushing pain seared through his chest.










3.
 
brown (food) quickly at a high temperature so that it will retain its juices in subsequent cooking


(as 
adj.

 
seared

 )


•
 
seared chicken livers.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 cause to wither.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 make (someone's conscience, heart, or feelings) insensitive.








II.
 
adjective




variant spelling of sere
 1
 .











– origin

 Old English 
sēar

 (adjective), 
sēarian

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





search

 
/sərCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try to find something by looking or otherwise seeking carefully and thoroughly




•
 
I searched among the rocks, but there was nothing




•
 
Daniel is then able to 
search out

 the most advantageous mortgage




•
 
Hugh will be 
searching for

 the truth.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — examine (a place, vehicle, or person) thoroughly in order to find something or someone




•
 
she searched the house from top to bottom




•
 
the guards searched him for weapons.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — look for information in (a database or the World Wide Web) using a search engine




•
 
search our online archive for stories dating back to February 1996




•
 
I must search the Internet for one of his pictures




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you can search for recipes by topic or by entering a keyword.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of searching for someone or something




•
 
the police carried out a thorough search of the premises




•
 
he plans to go to the Himalayas 
in search of

 a yeti.










2.
 
an act or instance of searching a database or the World Wide Web




•
 
time-consuming searches of the Internet.










3.
 


[Computing]

 the systematic retrieval of information, or the facility for this.




4.
 
(usu. 
searches

 )
 — 

[Law]

 an investigation of public records to find if a property is subject to any liabilities or encumbrances.








III.
 
phrases





search me!








‹informal›

 I do not know (used for emphasis).












IV.
 
derivatives





searcher

 
/ˈsərCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cerchier

 (verb), from late Latin 
circare

 ‘go around,’ from Latin 
circus

 ‘circle.’





searchable

 
/ˈsərCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a database, website, etc.) capable of being computationally searched




•
 
the archive is fully searchable.










2.
 
(of an item) able to be located by a computational search




•
 
numbers are not treated as searchable terms.














II.
 
derivatives





searchability






noun





















search coil






noun






[Physics]

 a flat coil of insulated wire connected to a galvanometer, used for finding the strength of a magnetic field from the current induced in the coil when it is quickly turned over or withdrawn.













search engine

 
/ˈsərCH ˌenjən/






noun






[Computing]

 a program that searches for and identifies items in a database that correspond to keywords or characters specified by the user, used especially for finding particular sites on the World Wide Web.













search engine optimization






noun




the process of maximizing the number of visitors to a particular website by ensuring that the site appears high on the list of results returned by a search engine.













searching

 
/ˈsərCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




thoroughly scrutinizing, especially in a disconcerting way




•
 
you have to ask yourselves some searching questions.














II.
 
derivatives





searchingly

 
/ˈsərCHiNGlē /






adverb





















searchlight

 
/ˈsərCHˌlīt/






noun




a powerful outdoor electric light with a concentrated beam that can be turned in the required direction.













search party

 
/ˈsərCH ˌpärdē/






noun




a group of people organized to look for someone or something that is lost.













search warrant

 
/ˈsərCH ˌwôrənt/






noun




a legal document authorizing a police officer or other official to enter and search premises.













searing

 
/ˈsiriNG/






adjective



1.
 
extremely hot or intense




•
 
the searing heat of the sun




•
 
a searing pain.










2.
 
severely critical




•
 
a searing indictment of the government's performance.



















sea robin






noun




a gurnard (fish), especially one of warm seas that has winglike pectoral fins that are brightly colored.

[Family 
Triglidae

 : several genera and many species.]













sea room






noun




clear space at sea for a ship to maneuver in.













Sears, Richard Warren

 
/si(ə)rz/






(1863–1914), US businessman. He founded his first mail-order business, selling watches, in Minneapolis in 1886, moved to Chicago, and sold the business. He then began a partnership with Alvah Curtis Roebuck (1864–1948), a watch repairman, that became Sears, Roebuck & Co. in 1893.









sea-run






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a migratory fish, especially a trout or salmon) having returned to the sea after spawning.














sea salt

 
/sē sôlt/






noun




salt produced by the evaporation of seawater.













seascape

 
/ˈsēˌskāp/






noun



1.
 
a view of an expanse of sea.




2.
 
a picture of a view of an expanse of sea.













Sea Scout

 
/sē skout/






noun




a participant in a program to train Explorer Scouts in seamanship.













sea serpent






noun




a legendary serpentlike sea monster.













seashell

 
/ˈsēˌSHel/






noun




the shell of a marine mollusk.













seashore

 
/ˈsēSHôr/






noun

 — (usu. 
the seashore

 )


1.
 
an area of sandy, stony, or rocky land bordering and level with the sea.




2.
 


[Law]

 the land between high- and low-water marks.













seasick

 
/ˈsēˌsik/





I.
 
adjective




suffering from sickness or nausea caused by the motion of a ship at sea.








II.
 
derivatives





seasickness

 
/ˈsēˌsiknəs /






noun





















seaside

 
/ˈsēˌsīd/






noun

 — (usu. 
the seaside

 )


1.
 
a place by the sea, especially a beach area or vacation resort.













seaside sparrow






noun




a small sparrow found on the Atlantic coast of North America.

[
Ammodramus maritimus

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .]














sea slater






noun




a common shore-dwelling crustacean that is related to the wood louse.

[
Ligia oceanica

 , order 
Isopoda

 .]














sea slug






noun




a shell-less marine mollusk that is typically brightly colored, with external gills and a number of appendages on the upper surface.

[Order 
Nudibranchia

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]














sea snail






noun



1.
 
a marine mollusk, especially one with a spiral shell.

[Subclass 
Prosobranchia

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]




2.
 
another term for snailfish
 .













sea snake






noun




a venomous marine snake with a flattened tail that lives in the warm coastal waters of the Indian and Pacific oceans and does not come onto land.

[Subfamily 
Hydrophiinae

 , family 
Elapidae

 : several genera and species, including the 
yellow-bellied sea snake

 (
Pelamis platurus

 ), the only species found in the open ocean.]













season

 
/ˈsēzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the four divisions of the year (spring, summer, autumn, and winter) marked by particular weather patterns and daylight hours, resulting from the earth's changing position with regard to the sun.




2.
 
a period of the year characterized by a particular climatic feature or marked by a particular activity, event, or festivity




•
 
the rainy season




•
 
the season for gathering pine needles.










3.
 
a fixed time in the year when a particular sport is played




•
 
basketball season is over.










4.
 
the time of year when a particular fruit, vegetable, or other food is plentiful and in good condition




•
 
the pies are made with fruit that is 
in season






•
 
lobster season.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 a proper or suitable time




•
 
to everything there is a season.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 an indefinite or unspecified period of time; a while




•
 
this most beautiful soul, who walked with me for a season in this world.










7.
 
a period when a female mammal is ready to mate




•
 
this system of communication works very well, especially when a female is 
in season

 .










8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a set or sequence of related television programs




•
 
the first two seasons of the show.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add salt, herbs, pepper, or other spices to (food)




•
 
season the soup to taste with salt and pepper.










2.
 
add a quality or feature to (something), especially so as to make it more lively or exciting




•
 
his conversation is seasoned liberally with exclamation points and punch lines.










3.
 
make (wood) suitable for use as timber by adjusting its moisture content to that of the environment in which it will be used.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for all seasons





a.
 
suitable in or appropriate for every kind of weather




•
 
a coat for all seasons.










b.
 
adaptable to any circumstance




•
 
a singer for all seasons.















2.
 
season's greetings






used as an expression of goodwill at Christmas or the New Year.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
seson

 , from Latin 
satio(n-)

 ‘sowing,’ later ‘time of sowing,’ from the root of 
serere

 ‘to sow.’





seasonable

 
/ˈsēz(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
usual for or appropriate to a particular season of the year




•
 
seasonable temperatures.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 coming at the right time or meeting the needs of the occasion; opportune.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seasonability

 
/ˌsēzənəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
seasonableness

 
/ˈsēz(ə)nəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













3.
 
seasonably

 
/ˈsēz(ə)nəblē /






adverb



















usage:

 Is it 
seasonable

 or 
seasonal

 ? 
Seasonable

 means ‘usual or suitable for the season’ or ‘opportune’: although seasonable, the weather was not warm enough for a picnic. 
Seasonal

 means ‘of, depending on, or varying with the season’: seasonal changes in labor requirements draw migrant workers to the area in spring and fall.





seasonal

 
/ˈsēz(ə)nəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a particular season of the year




•
 
a selection of seasonal fresh fruit.










2.
 
fluctuating or restricted according to the season or time of year




•
 
there are companies whose markets are seasonal




•
 
seasonal rainfall.














II.
 
derivatives





seasonality

 
/ˌsēzəˈnalitē /






noun



















usage:

 See usage at seasonable
 .





seasonal affective disorder






noun




depression associated with late autumn and winter and thought to be caused by a lack of light.













seasonally

 
/ˈsēz(ə)nəlē/






adverb



1.
 
at a particular season of the year




•
 
seasonally employed agricultural laborers




•
 
seasonally flooded grassland




•
 
some woodcreepers breed seasonally.










2.
 
according to the season or time of year




•
 
the menu changes seasonally




•
 
we grow all our own vegetables, so eat seasonally




•
 
the 
seasonally adjusted

 jobless rate fell.



















seasoned

 
/ˈsēz(ə)nd/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) having had salt, pepper, herbs, or spices added




•
 
seasoned flour.










2.
 
(of wood) made suitable for use as timber by adjusting its moisture content




•
 
it was made from seasoned, untreated oak.










3.
 
accustomed to particular conditions; experienced




•
 
she is a seasoned traveler.



















seasoning

 
/ˈsēzəniNG/






noun



1.
 
salt, herbs, or spices added to food to enhance the flavor.




2.
 
the process of adjusting the moisture content of wood to make it more suitable for use as timber.













season ticket

 
/ˈˌsēzən ˈˌtikit/






noun




a ticket for a period of travel or a series of events that costs less than purchasing several separate tickets.













sea spider






noun




a spiderlike marine arachnid that has a narrow segmented body with a minute abdomen and long legs.

[Class 
Pycnogonida

 .]













sea squirt






noun




a marine tunicate that has a baglike body with orifices through which water flows into and out of a central pharynx.

[Class 
Ascidiacea

 , subphylum 
Urochordata

 .]













sea star






noun




a starfish.













sea state






noun




the degree of turbulence at sea, generally measured on a scale of 0 to 9 according to average wave height.













seat

 
/sēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing made or used for sitting on, such as a chair or stool.




2.
 
the roughly horizontal part of a chair, on which one's weight rests directly.




3.
 
a sitting place for a passenger in a vehicle or for a member of an audience




•
 
we have a fairly small theater with about 1,300 seats.










4.
 
a place in an elected legislative or other body




•
 
he lost his seat in the 1998 election.










5.
 
a site or location of something specified




•
 
Washington, the seat of the federal government.










6.
 
short for country seat
 .




7.
 
short for county seat
 .




8.
 
a part of a machine that supports or guides another part.




9.
 
a person's buttocks.




10.
 
the part of a garment that covers the buttocks.




11.
 
a manner of sitting on a horse




•
 
he's got the worst seat on a horse of anyone I've ever seen.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange for (someone) to sit somewhere




•
 
he seated her next to her husband.










2.
 
(
seat oneself

 or 
be seated

 )
 — sit down




•
 
she invited them to be seated




•
 (as 
adj.

 
seated

 )
 
a dummy in a seated position.










3.
 
(of a place such as a theater or restaurant) have seats for (a specified number of people)




•
 
a large tent that seats 100 to 150 people.










4.
 
fit in position




•
 
upper boulders were simply seated in the interstices below.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by the seat of one's pants








‹informal›

 by instinct rather than logic or knowledge.









2.
 
take one's seat






sit down, typically in a seat assigned to one.












IV.
 
derivatives





seatless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old Norse 
sæti

 , from the Germanic base of sit
 . The verb dates from the late 16th cent.






seat belt

 
/ˈsēt ˌbelt /

 
seatbelt






noun




a belt or strap securing a person to prevent injury, especially in a vehicle or aircraft.













-seater

 
/ˈsēdər/






combining form




denoting a vehicle, sofa, or building with a specified number of seats




•
 
a six-seater.



















seating

 
/ˈsēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
the seats with which a building or room is provided




•
 
the restaurant has seating for 80.










2.
 
an act or time of providing seats, especially at a restaurant or performance venue




•
 
lunch seatings are from 11 am to 12:30 pm only.



















SEATO

 
/ˈsēdō/






abbreviation




South East Asia Treaty Organization.














sea trout

 
/sē trout/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a troutlike marine fish of the drum family occurring in the western Atlantic.

[Genus 
Cynoscion

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 : several species, including the weakfish.]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a European brown trout of a salmonlike migratory race.

Also called salmon trout
 . [
Salmo trutta trutta

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]













Seattle

 
/sēˈadl/






a port and industrial city in the state of Washington, on the eastern shores of Puget Sound; pop. 598,541 (est. 2008). First settled in 1852, it is now the largest city in the northwestern US.









Seattle, Chief

 
/sēˈatl /

 
Seatlh






(1786–1866), Native American leader of the Suquamish and Duwamish tribes. He signed the Treaty of Port Elliott in 1855, guaranteeing a reservation for his people in what became the state of Washington. The city of Seattle is named for him.










sea urchin

 
/ˈsē ˌərCHən/






noun




a marine echinoderm that has a spherical or flattened shell covered in mobile spines, with a mouth on the underside and calcareous jaws. Many species are harvested for food.

[Class 
Echinoidea

 : several families and genera, and numerous species, including the 
Atlantic purple sea urchin

 (
Arbacia punctulata

 , family 
Arbaciidae

 ) and the 
green sea urchin

 (
Strongylocentrotus drobachiensis

 , family 
Strongylocentrotidae

 ).]













Seaver, Tom

 
/ˈsēvər/






(1944–), US baseball player; full name 
George Thomas Seaver

 . A pitcher for the New York Mets 1966–77 and 1982–83, he won the Cy Young Award in 1969, 1973, and 1975. He also pitched for the Cincinnati Reds, the Chicago White Sox, and the Boston Red Sox. Baseball Hall of Fame (1992).









sea wall

 
/sē wôl/






noun




a wall or embankment erected to prevent the sea from encroaching on or eroding an area of land.













seaward

 
/ˈsēwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the sea




•
 
after about a mile they turned seaward.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
going or pointing toward the sea




•
 
there was a seaward movement of water on the bottom.










2.
 
nearer or nearest to the sea




•
 
the seaward end of the village.














III.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the side that faces or is nearer to the sea




•
 
breakwaters were extended further 
to seaward

 .




















sea wasp






noun




a box jellyfish that can inflict a dangerous sting.













seawater

 
/ˈsēˌwôdər/






noun




water in or taken from the sea.













seaway

 
/ˈsēˌwā/






noun



1.
 
an inland waterway capable of accommodating seagoing ships.




2.
 
(
the Seaway

 )
 — see St. Lawrence Seaway
 .




3.
 
a natural channel connecting two areas of sea.




4.
 
a route across the sea used by ships.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a stretch of water in which a sea is running




•
 
with the engine mounted amidship, the boat pitches less 
in a seaway

 .



















seaweed

 
/ˈsēˌwēd/






noun




large algae growing in the sea or on rocks below the high-water mark.














sea wolf






noun




another term for wolffish
 .













seaworthy

 
/ˈsēˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a vessel) in a good enough condition to sail on the sea.








II.
 
derivatives





seaworthiness

 
/ˈsēˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















sebaceous

 
/səˈbāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to oil or fat.




2.
 


‹technical›

 of or relating to a sebaceous gland or its secretion.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
sebaceus

 (from 
sebum

 ‘tallow’) + -ous
 .





sebaceous cyst






noun




a swelling in the skin arising in a sebaceous gland, typically filled with yellowish sebum.

Also called wen
 1
 .













sebaceous gland






noun




a small gland in the skin which secretes a lubricating oily matter (sebum) into the hair follicles to lubricate the skin and hair.













Sebastian, St.

 
/sānt səˈbasCHən/






(late 3rd century), Roman martyr. According to legend he was a soldier who was shot by archers on the orders of Diocletian. When he recovered, he confronted the emperor and was then clubbed to death. Feast day, January 20.










Sebastopol

 
/səˈbastəˌpōl səˈbastəˌpôl/






a fortress and naval base in Ukraine, near the southern tip of the Crimea; pop. 339,900 (est. 2009). It was the focal point of military operations during the Crimean War.

Ukrainian and Russian name Sevastopol
 .









SEbE






abbreviation




southeast by east.













seborrhea

 
/ˌsebəˈrēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 seborrhoea





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 excessive discharge of sebum from the sebaceous glands.








II.
 
derivatives





seborrheic

 
/ˌsebəˈrēik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sebum
 + -rrhea
 .





Sebring

 
/ˈsēbriNG/






a city in south central Florida, noted as a car racing center; pop. 10,714 (est. 2008).









SEbS






abbreviation




southeast by south.














sebum

 
/ˈsēbəm/





I.
 
noun




an oily secretion of the sebaceous glands.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
sebum

 ‘grease.’





sec1


 
/sek/






abbreviation




secant.













sec2


 
/sek/





I.
 
noun

 — (
a sec

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a second; a very short space of time




•
 
stay put, I'll be back in a sec.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





sec3


 
/sek/





I.
 
adjective




(of wine) dry.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
siccus

 .





SEC






abbreviation




Securities and Exchange Commission, a US governmental agency that monitors trading in securities and company takeovers.













sec.

 
//






abbreviation




second(s).













Sec.






abbreviation




secretary.













SECAM

 
/ˈsēkam/





I.
 
noun




the television broadcasting system used in France and eastern Europe.











– origin

 from French 
séquentiel couleur à mémoire

 (so named because the color information is transmitted in sequential blocks to a memory in the receiver).






secant

 
/ˈsēˌkant ˈsēˌkənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
sec

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 the ratio of the hypotenuse to the shorter side adjacent to an acute angle (in a right-angled triangle); the reciprocal of a cosine.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 a straight line that cuts a curve in two or more parts.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
sécante

 , based on Latin 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





secateurs

 
/ˌsekəˈtərz/





I.
 
plural noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a pair of pruning clippers for use with one hand.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: plural of French 
sécateur

 ‘cutter,’ formed irregularly from Latin 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





Secchi disc

 
/ˈsekē ˌdisk/





I.
 
noun




an opaque disk, typically white, used to gauge the transparency of water by measuring the depth (
Secchi depth

 ) at which the disk ceases to be visible from the surface.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Angelo 
Secchi

 (1818–78), Italian astronomer.





secco

 
/ˈsekō /

 
fresco secco





I.
 
noun




the technique of painting on dry plaster with pigments mixed in water.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘dry,’ from Latin 
siccus

 .






secede

 
/səˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw formally from membership in a federal union, an alliance, or a political or religious organization




•
 
the kingdom of Belgium 
seceded from

 the Netherlands in 1830.














II.
 
derivatives





seceder






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
secedere

 , from 
se-

 ‘apart’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’






Secernentea

 
/ˌsesərˈnen(t)ēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term for Phasmida
 (
sense

 2).







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
secernent-

 ‘separating,’ from the verb 
secernere

 .





secession

 
/səˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of withdrawing formally from membership of a federation or body, especially a political state




•
 
the republics want 
secession from

 the union.










2.
 
(
the Secession

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the withdrawal of eleven southern states from the Union in 1860, leading to the Civil War.




3.
 
(
the Secession

 )
 — variant of Sezession
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
secessional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
secessionism

 
/səˈseSHəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the withdrawal of plebeians from ancient Rome in order to compel the patricians to redress their grievances): from French 
sécession

 or Latin 
secessio(n-)

 , from 
secedere

 ‘go apart’ (see secede
 ).





secessionist

 
/səˈseSH(ə)nəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who favors formal withdrawal from membership of a federation or body, especially a political state




•
 
an ardent secessionist.














II.
 
adjective




favoring formal withdrawal from membership of a federation or body, especially a political state




•
 
the leader of a secessionist movement.



















Sechuana

 
/seCHˈwänə /

 

‹dated›







noun, adjective




variant spelling of Setswana
 .













Seckel

 
/ˈsekəl/





I.
 
noun




a pear of a small sweet juicy brownish-red variety, grown chiefly in the US.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the surname of an early grower.






seclude

 
/səˈklo͞od/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep (someone) away from other people




•
 
I secluded myself up here for a life of study and meditation.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘obstruct access to’): from Latin 
secludere

 , from 
se-

 ‘apart’ + 
claudere

 ‘to shut.’





secluded

 
/səˈklo͞odəd/






adjective




(of a place) not seen or visited by many people; sheltered and private




•
 
the gardens are quiet and secluded.



















seclusion

 
/səˈklo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being private and away from other people




•
 
they enjoyed ten days of peace and seclusion.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a sheltered or private place.








II.
 
derivatives





seclusive

 
/səˈklo͞osiv /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
seclusio(n-)

 , from 
secludere

 ‘shut off’ (see seclude
 ).





Seconal

 
/ˈsekəˌnôl, -ˌnal/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a barbiturate drug used as a sedative and hypnotic.











– origin

 1930s: blend of secondary
 and allyl
 .






second1


 
/ˈsekənd/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number two in a sequence; coming after the first in time or order; 2nd




•
 
he married for a second time




•
 
Herbie was the second of their six children.










2.
 
secondly (used to introduce a second point or reason)




•
 
second, they are lightly regulated; and third, they do business with nonresident clients.










3.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning two consecutive notes in a diatonic scale.




4.
 
the note which is higher by a second than the tonic of a diatonic scale or root of a chord.




5.
 
the second in a sequence of a vehicle's gears




•
 
he took the corner in second.










6.
 


[Baseball]

 second base.




7.
 
the second grade of a school.




8.
 
(
seconds

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a second course or second helping of food at a meal.




9.
 
denoting someone or something regarded as comparable to or reminiscent of a better-known predecessor




•
 
a fear that the conflict would turn into a second Vietnam.










10.
 
an act or instance of seconding.




11.
 
subordinate or inferior in position, rank, or importance




•
 
it was 
second only to

 Copenhagen among Baltic ports




•
 
he is a writer first and a scientist second.










12.
 
additional to that already existing, used, or possessed




•
 
a second home




•
 
French as a second language.










13.
 
the second finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
he finished second.










14.
 


(Brit.)

 a place in the second-highest grade in an examination, especially for a degree




•
 
she got a first in moral sciences and a second in history.










15.
 


[Music]

 performing a lower or subordinate of two or more parts for the same instrument or voice




•
 
the second violins.










16.
 
(
seconds

 )
 — goods of an inferior quality.




17.
 
coarse flour, or bread made from it.




18.
 
an assistant, in particular




19.
 
an attendant assisting a combatant in a duel or boxing match.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
formally support or endorse (a nomination or resolution or its proposer) as a necessary preliminary to adoption or further discussion




•
 
Bertonazzi seconded Birmingham's nomination.










2.
 
express agreement with




•
 
her view is seconded by most Indian leaders today.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 support; back up




•
 
so well was he seconded by the multitude of laborers at his command.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
every second






see every other
 at every
 .









2.
 
in the second place






as a second consideration or point.









3.
 
second to none






the best, worst, fastest, etc.












IV.
 
derivatives





seconder

 
/ˈsekəndər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
secundus

 ‘following, second,’ from the base of 
sequi

 ‘follow.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent.






second2


 
/ˈsekənd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
s

 ) (Symbol: 
ʺ

 )
 — a sixtieth of a minute of time, which as the SI unit of time is defined in terms of the natural periodicity of the radiation of a cesium-133 atom.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a very short time




•
 
his eyes met Charlotte's for a second.










3.
 
(also 
arc second

 or 
second of arc

 ) (Symbol: 
ʺ

 )
 — a sixtieth of a minute of angular distance.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
secunda (minuta

 ) ‘second (minute),’ feminine (used as a noun) of 
secundus

 , referring to the “second” operation of dividing an hour by sixty.





second3


 
/səˈkänd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 transfer (a military officer or other official or worker) temporarily to other employment or another position




•
 
I was 
seconded to

 a public relations unit.














II.
 
derivatives





secondee

 
/ˌsekənˈdē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
en second

 ‘in the second rank (of officers).’





second Adam





I.
 
noun

 — (
the second Adam

 )


1.
 
(in Christian thought) Jesus Christ.











– origin

 with biblical allusion to 1 Cor. 15: 45–47.





Second Advent






noun




another term for Second Coming
 .













secondarily

 
/ˌsek(ə)nˈderəlē/






adverb



1.
 
as a secondary or less important factor




•
 
through trade, and perhaps secondarily through publishing, he was very wealthy




•
 
the case for volunteering is only secondarily economic and political.










2.
 
as a secondary consequence; subsequently




•
 
the lesions often ulcerate and become secondarily infected.




















secondary

 
/ˈsekənˌderē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
coming after, less important than, or resulting from someone or something else that is primary




•
 
luck plays a role, but it's ultimately 
secondary to

 local knowledge.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to education for children from the age of eleven to sixteen or eighteen




•
 
a secondary school.










3.
 
having a reversible chemical reaction and therefore able to store energy.




4.
 
relating to or denoting the output side of a device using electromagnetic induction, especially in a transformer.




5.
 
(
Secondary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 former term for Mesozoic
 .




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) having its functional group located on a carbon atom that is bonded to two other carbon atoms.




7.
 
(chiefly of amines) derived from ammonia by replacement of two hydrogen atoms by organic groups.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
short for.




2.
 
a secondary color.




3.
 


[Ornithology]

 a secondary feather.




4.
 
a secondary coil or winding in an electrical transformer.




5.
 


[Football]

 the players in the defensive backfield; the area these players cover.




6.
 
(
the Secondary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 
‹dated›

 the Secondary or Mesozoic era.








III.
 
derivatives





secondariness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
secundarius

 ‘of the second quality or class,’ from 
secundus

 (see second
 1
 ).





secondary articulation






noun






[Phonetics]

 an additional feature in the pronunciation of a consonant (besides the actual place of articulation), such as palatalization or lip-rounding.













secondary boycott






noun




industrial action by a union against a company on the grounds that does business with another company engaged in a labor dispute.













secondary color

 
/ˈsekənˌderē ˈkələr/






noun




a color resulting from the mixing of two primary colors.













secondary evidence

 
/ˈsekənˌderē ˈevədəns ˈevəˌdens/






noun






[Law]

 something, in particular documentation, which confirms the existence of unavailable primary evidence.













secondary feather






noun




any of the flight feathers growing from the second joint of a bird's wing.













secondary industry






noun






[Economics]

 industry that converts the raw materials provided by primary industry into commodities and products for the consumer; manufacturing industry.













secondary picketing

 
/ˈsekənˌderē ˈpikidiNG/






noun






(Brit.)

 picketing by strikers of the premises of a firm that trades with their employer but is not otherwise involved in the dispute in question.













secondary planet






noun




a satellite of a planet.













secondary process






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 a thought process connecting the preconscious and conscious, governed by the reality principle and reflecting the decision-making and problem-solving activity of the ego.













secondary sector






noun






[Economics]

 the sector of the economy concerned with or relating to primary industry.













secondary sexual characteristic

 
/ˈsekənˌderē ˈsekSH(əw)əl ˈˌker(ə)ktəˈristik/






noun




any physical characteristic developing at puberty which distinguishes between the sexes but is not directly involved in reproduction.













secondary smoke






noun




British term for secondhand smoke
 .













secondary smoking






noun




another term for passive smoking
 .














secondary stress

 
/ˈsekənˌderē stres/






noun






[Phonetics]

 (in a system that postulates three levels of stress) the accent on a syllable of a word or breath group that is weaker than the primary stress but stronger than the lack of stress.













secondary structure






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the local three-dimensional structure of sheets, helices, or other forms adopted by a polynucleotide or polypeptide chain, due to electrostatic attraction between neighboring residues.













secondary thickening






noun






[Botany]

 (in the stem or root of a woody plant) the increase in girth resulting from the formation of new woody tissue by the cambium.













secondary treatment






noun




the further treatment of sewage effluent by biological methods following sedimentation.













second ballot

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd ˈbalət/






noun




a further ballot held to confirm the selection of a candidate where a previous ballot did not yield an absolute majority.













second best

 
/ˈˌsekən(d) ˈˌbest/





I.
 
adjective




next after the best




•
 
his second-best suit.














II.
 
noun




a less adequate or less desirable alternative




•
 
he would have to settle for second best.














III.
 
phrases





come off second best






be defeated in a competition.

















second cause






noun






[Logic]

 a cause that is itself caused.













second chamber






noun




the upper house of a parliament with two chambers.













second childhood






noun




a period in someone's adult life when they act as a child, either for fun or as a consequence of reduced mental capabilities.













second class





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a set of people or things grouped together as the second best.




2.
 
the second-best accommodations or seating in an aircraft, train, or ship.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 the second-highest division in the results of the examinations for a university degree




•
 
he obtained a second class in modern history.














II.
 
adjective, adverb

 — (
second-class

 )


1.
 
of the second-best quality or in the second division


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
we will not be relegated to any second-class status.










2.
 
of or relating to the second-best accommodations or seating in an aircraft, train, or ship


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
I want second-class tickets




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they don't fly second-class.










3.
 
of or relating to a class of mail having lower priority than first-class mail


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
second-class postage stamps.










4.
 
(in North America) denoting a class of mail that includes newspapers and periodicals.




5.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 of or relating to the second-highest division in a university examination




•
 
a respectable second-class degree.



















second-class citizen






noun




a person belonging to a social or political group whose rights and opportunities are inferior to those of the dominant group in a society




•
 
women had been denied the vote and been made into second-class citizens




•
 
the residents are being treated as second-class citizens.




















Second Coming






noun






[Christian Theology]

 the prophesied return of Christ to earth at the Last Judgment.













second-cut

 
/ˈsekəndˌkət/






adjective




another term for crosscut
 .














second-degree






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting burns that cause blistering but not permanent scars.




2.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting a category of a crime, especially murder, that is less serious than a first-degree crime.













seconde

 
/səˈkänd/





I.
 
noun






[Fencing]

 the second of eight standard parrying positions.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, feminine of 
second

 ‘second.’





Second Empire

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd ˈemˌpī(ə)r/





I.
 
the imperial government in France of Napoleon III, 1852–70.




II.
 
the period of the Second Empire.









second floor






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the floor directly above the ground floor.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the floor two levels above the ground floor.













second-generation

 
/ˈˌsekənd ˌjenəˈrāSHən/






adjective



1.
 
denoting the offspring of parents who have immigrated to a particular country




•
 
she was a second-generation American.










2.
 
of a more advanced stage of technology than previous models or systems.













second growth






noun



1.
 
woodland growth that replaces harvested or burned virgin forest


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a thicket of second-growth Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir.










2.
 
a wine considered to be the second-best in quality compared to the first growth (or premier cru
 )


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a second-growth wine was added as a bonus for the group.



















second-guess





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
anticipate or predict (someone's actions or thoughts) by guesswork




•
 
he had to second-guess what the environmental regulations would be in five years' time.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 judge or criticize (someone) with hindsight




•
 
the prime minister was willing to second-guess senior ministers in public.














II.
 
derivatives





second-guesser






noun





















secondhand

 
/ˌsekəndˈhand/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of goods) having had a previous owner; not new




•
 
a secondhand car.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a store or shop where previously owned goods can be bought




•
 
a secondhand bookstore.










3.
 
(of information or experience) accepted on another's authority and not from original investigation




•
 
secondhand knowledge of her country.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
on the basis that something has had a previous owner




•
 
tips on the pitfalls to avoid when buying secondhand.










2.
 
on the basis of what others have said; indirectly




•
 
I was discounting anything I heard secondhand.














III.
 
phrases





at second hand






by hearsay rather than direct observation or experience.

















second hand

 
/ˈsekən(d) hand/






noun




an extra hand in some watches and clocks that moves around to indicate the seconds.














secondhand smoke






noun






(N. Amer.)

 smoke inhaled involuntarily from tobacco being smoked by others.













secondhand speech






noun




conversation on a mobile phone that is overheard by people nearby




•
 
I was alternately amused and annoyed by the secondhand speech in the waiting room.



















second honeymoon






noun




a romantic vacation taken by a couple who have been married for some time.













second-in-command






noun




the officer next in authority to the commanding or chief officer.














second intention






noun






[Medicine]

 the healing of a wound in which the edges do not meet, and new epithelium must form across granulation tissue




•
 
healing 
by second intention

 .



















Second International






see international
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).









Second Isaiah






another name for Deutero-Isaiah
 .










second lieutenant






noun




a commissioned officer of the lowest rank in the US Army, Air Force, and Marine Corps ranking above chief warrant officer and below first lieutenant.













second line






noun



1.
 
anything used or held in reserve as support, replacement, or reinforcement, in particular




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a medical treatment or therapy used in support of another, or as a more drastic measure if the primary treatment is ineffective.




3.
 
a battle line behind the front line to support it and make good its losses.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — ranking second in strength, effectiveness, ability, or value




•
 
the clutch of second-line U.S. computer manufacturers.



















secondly

 
/ˈsekən(d)lē/






adverb




in the second place (used to introduce a second point or reason)




•
 
he was presented first of all as a hopelessly unqualified candidate and secondly as an extremist.




















second mate

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd māt/






noun




an assistant mate on a merchant ship.













second messenger






noun






[Physiology]

 a substance whose release within a cell is promoted by a hormone and that brings about a response by the cell.













second mortgage

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd ˈmôrɡij/






noun




a mortgage taken out on a property that is already mortgaged.













second name






noun




a surname.













second nature






noun




a characteristic or habit in someone that appears to be instinctive because that person has behaved in a particular way so often




•
 
deceit was becoming 
second nature to

 her.



















secondo

 
/səˈkändō, -ˈkôn-/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the second or lower part in a duet.











– origin

 Italian.





second officer

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd ˈôfəsər ˈäfəsər/






noun




another term for second mate
 .













second position






noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a posture in which the feet form a straight line, being turned out to either side with the heels separated by the distance of a small step.




2.
 
a position of the arms in which they are held out to each side of the body, curving forward and slightly upward.




3.
 


[Music]

 a position of the left hand on the fingerboard of a stringed instrument nearer to the bridge than the first position, enabling a higher-pitched set of notes to be played.













second-rate

 
/ˈˌsekən(d) ˈˌrāt/





I.
 
adjective




of mediocre or inferior quality




•
 
a second-rate theater.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
second-ratedness






noun













2.
 
second-rater

 
/ˈˌsekən(d) ˈˌrādər /






noun





















second reading






noun




a second presentation of a bill to a legislative assembly, in the US to debate committee reports and in the UK to approve the bill's general principles.













Second Republic






the republican regime in France from the deposition of King Louis Philippe (1848) to the beginning of the Second Empire (1852).









second screen





I.
 
noun




a mobile device used while watching television, especially to access supplementary content or applications




•
 
viewers use social media on second screens when watching TV




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an interactive second-screen experience.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use a mobile device while watching television, especially to access supplementary content or applications




•
 
many people are now second-screening to look at information about the show




•
 (as 
noun

 
second screening

 )
 
second screening can play an important part in live TV events.



















second sight





I.
 
noun




the supposed ability to perceive future or distant events; clairvoyance.








II.
 
derivatives





second-sighted






adjective





















second-story man






noun




a burglar who enters through an upper-story window.













second strike

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd strīk/






noun




a retaliatory attack conducted with weapons designed to withstand an initial nuclear attack (a “first strike”).













second string





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in sports) the players who are available to replace or relieve those who start a game


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the second-string quarterback.










2.
 
an alternative resource or course of action in case another one fails.








II.
 
derivatives





second-stringer






noun





















second thoughts

 
/səˈkänd ˈsekənd THôts /

 
second thought






plural noun




a change of opinion or resolve reached after considering something again




•
 


on second thought

 , perhaps he was right.




















second wind

 
/ˌsekənd ˈwind/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a person's ability to breathe freely during exercise, after having been out of breath.




2.
 
a new strength or energy to continue something that is an effort




•
 
she gained a second wind during the campaign and turned the opinion polls around.




















Second World






noun




the former communist block consisting of the Soviet Union and some countries in eastern Europe.













Second World War






another term for World War II
 .









secrecy

 
/ˈsēkrəsē/





I.
 
noun




the action of keeping something secret or the state of being kept secret




•
 
the bidding is conducted 
in secrecy

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from secret
 , probably on the pattern of 
privacy

 .






secret

 
/ˈsēkrit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not known or seen or not meant to be known or seen by others




•
 
how did you guess I had a secret plan?




•
 
the resupply effort was probably 
kept secret from

 Congress.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — not meant to be known as such by others




•
 
a secret drinker.










3.
 
fond of or good at keeping things about oneself unknown




•
 
he can be the most secret man.










4.
 
(of information or documents) given the security classification above confidential and below top secret.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
something that is kept or meant to be kept unknown or unseen by others




•
 
a state secret




•
 
at first I tried to 
keep it a secret from

 my wife.










2.
 
something that is not properly understood; a mystery




•
 
I'm not trying to explain the secrets of the universe in this book.










3.
 
a valid but not commonly known or recognized method of achieving or maintaining something




•
 
the secret of a happy marriage is compromise.










4.
 
formerly, the name of a prayer said by the priest in a low voice after the offertory in a Roman Catholic Mass.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be in on the secret






be among the few people who know something.









2.
 
in secret






without others knowing.









3.
 
make no secret of something






make something perfectly clear.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
secretus

 (adjective) ‘separate, set apart,’ from the verb 
secernere

 , from 
se-

 ‘apart’ + 
cernere

 ‘sift.’





secret agent

 
/ˌsēkrit ˈājənt/






noun




a spy acting for a country.













secretagogue

 
/siˈkrētəˌɡôɡ, -ˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a substance that promotes secretion.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from secrete
 1
 + Greek 
agōgos

 ‘leading.’





secretaire

 
/ˌsekrəˈter/





I.
 
noun




a small writing desk; an escritoire.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
secrétaire

 , literally ‘secretary.’





secretarial

 
/ˌsekrəˈterēəl/






adjective




relating to the work or position of a secretary




•
 
a secretarial job




•
 
secretarial staff




•
 
secretarial skills.



















secretariat

 
/ˌsekrəˈterēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a permanent administrative office or department, especially a governmental one.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the staff working in a secretariat.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
secrétariat

 , from medieval Latin 
secretariatus

 , from 
secretarius

 (see secretary
 ).






secretary

 
/ˈsekrəˌterē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed by an individual or in an office to assist with correspondence, keep records, make appointments, and carry out similar tasks.




2.
 
an official of a society or other organization who conducts its correspondence and keeps its records.




3.
 
an official in charge of a government department


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Secretary of the Treasury.










4.
 
a writing desk with shelves on top of it.








II.
 
derivatives





secretaryship

 
/ˈsekrəˌterēˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘person entrusted with a secret’): from late Latin 
secretarius

 ‘confidential officer,’ from Latin 
secretum

 ‘secret,’ neuter of 
secretus

 (see secret
 ).





secretary bird

 
/ˈsekrəˌterē bərd/






noun




a slender, long-legged African bird of prey that feeds on snakes, having a crest likened to a quill pen stuck behind the ear.

[
Sagittarius serpentarius

 , the only member of the family 
Sagittariidae

 .]













secretary general

 
/ˈsekrəˌterē ˈjen(ə)rəl/






noun




a title given to the principal administrator of some organizations, most notably the United Nations.













secretary of state






noun



1.
 
(in the US) the head of the State Department, responsible for foreign affairs.




2.
 
(in the UK) the head of a major government department.




3.
 
(in Canada) a government minister responsible for a specific area within a department.













secret ballot






noun




a ballot in which votes are cast in secret.














secrete1


 
/səˈkrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a cell, gland, or organ) produce and discharge (a substance)




•
 
insulin is secreted in response to rising levels of glucose in the blood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
secretor

 
/-tər /






noun













2.
 
secretory

 
/səˈkrēd(ə)rē ˈsēkrəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: back-formation from secretion
 .





secrete2


 
/səˈkrēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conceal; hide




•
 
the assets had been secreted in Swiss bank accounts.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of the obsolete verb 
secret

 ‘keep secret.’





secretin

 
/səˈkrēdən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone released into the bloodstream by the duodenum (especially in response to acidity) to stimulate secretion by the liver and pancreas.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from secretion
 + -in
 1
 .





Secret Intelligence Service

 
SIS






official name for MI6
 .










secretion

 
/səˈkriSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a process by which substances are produced and discharged from a cell, gland, or organ for a particular function in the organism or for excretion.




2.
 
a substance discharged by secretion.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
sécrétion

 or Latin 
secretio(n-)

 ‘separation,’ from 
secret-

 ‘moved apart,’ from the verb 
secernere

 .





secretive

 
/ˈsēkridiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or an organization) inclined to conceal feelings and intentions or not to disclose information




•
 
she was very secretive about her past.










2.
 
(of a state or activity) characterized by the concealment of intentions and information




•
 
secretive deals.










3.
 
(of a person's expression or manner) having an enigmatic or conspiratorial quality




•
 
a secretive smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
secretively

 
/ˈsēkridivlē /






adverb













2.
 
secretiveness

 
/ˈsēkridivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from 
secretiveness

 , suggested by French 
secrétivité

 , from 
secret

 ‘secret.’





secretly

 
/ˈsēkrətlē/






adverb




in a secret way; without others knowing




•
 
the two were secretly married in 1751




•
 
I was embarrassed, but secretly pleased too.



















secret police

 
/ˈsēkrit pəˈlēs/






noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a police force working in secret against a government's political opponents.













Secret Santa






noun



1.
 
an arrangement in which a group of friends or colleagues exchange Christmas presents anonymously, each member of the group being assigned another member for whom to provide a small gift, typically costing no more than a set amount




•
 
Lyndsey is organizing our office Secret Santa




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Secret Santa gifts.










2.
 
a person who gives a Christmas present to another anonymously as part of a gift exchange arrangement within a group




•
 
this sweet little book was a gift from my Secret Santa.



















secret sauce






noun




a special feature or technique kept secret by an organization and regarded as being the chief factor in its success.













secret service

 
/ˈsēkrit ˈsərvəs/






noun



1.
 
a government department concerned with espionage.




2.
 
(
Secret Service

 )
 — (in the US) a branch of the Department of Homeland Security responsible for providing protection to the president and investigating certain types of financial crime.














secret shopper






noun




a person employed by a manufacturer or retailer to pose as a shopper in order to evaluate the quality of customer service.

Also called mystery shopper
 .













secret society

 
/ˈsēkrit səˈsīədē/






noun




an organization whose members are sworn to secrecy about its activities.














sect

 
/sekt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people with somewhat different religious beliefs (typically regarded as heretical) from those of a larger group to which they belong.




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 a group that has separated from an established church; a nonconformist church.




3.
 
a philosophical or political group, especially one regarded as extreme or dangerous.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
secte

 or Latin 
secta

 , literally ‘following,’ hence ‘faction, party,’ from the stem of 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





sect.






abbreviation




section.













sectarian

 
/ˌsekˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or concerning a sect or sects




•
 
ethnic and sectarian differences.










2.
 
(of an action) carried out on the grounds of membership of a sect, denomination, or other group




•
 
a sectarian attack.










3.
 
rigidly following the doctrines of a sect or other group.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a sect.




2.
 
a person who rigidly follows the doctrines of a sect or other group.








III.
 
derivatives





sectarianize

 
/sekˈterēəˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from sectary
 + -an
 , reinforced by sect
 .





sectarianism

 
/sekˈterēəˌnizəm/






noun




excessive attachment to a particular sect or party, especially in religion




•
 
religious sectarianism




•
 
a plan of action to deal with racism and sectarianism.




















sectary

 
/ˈsektərē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a religious or political sect.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
sectarius

 ‘schismatic,’ from medieval Latin 
sectarius

 ‘adherent,’ from Latin 
secta

 (see sect
 ).





section

 
/ˈsekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the more or less distinct parts into which something is or may be divided or from which it is made up




•
 
arrange orange sections on a platter.










2.
 
a relatively distinct part of a book, newspaper, statute, or other document.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a measure of land, equal to one square mile.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a particular district of a town.




5.
 
a distinct group within a larger body of people or things




•
 
the children's section of the library.










6.
 
a group of players of a family of instruments within an orchestra




•
 
the brass section.










7.
 
a small class of students who are part of a larger course but are taught separately




•
 
graduate students lead discussion sections for professors' lecture courses.










8.
 
[in 
names

 ]
 — a specified military unit




•
 
a camouflage section was added to the army.










9.
 
a subdivision of an army platoon.




10.
 


[Biology]

 a secondary taxonomic category, especially a subgenus.




11.
 
the cutting of a solid by or along a plane.




12.
 
the shape resulting from cutting a solid along a plane.




13.
 
a representation of the internal structure of something as if it has been cut through vertically or horizontally.




14.
 


[Surgery]

 a separation by cutting.




15.
 


[Biology]

 a thin slice of plant or animal tissue prepared for microscopic examination.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into sections




•
 
she began to section the grapefruit.










2.
 
(
section something off

 )
 — separate an area from a larger one




•
 
parts of the curved balcony had been sectioned off with wrought-iron grilles.










3.
 


[Biology]

 cut (animal or plant tissue) into thin slices for microscopic examination.




4.
 


[Surgery]

 divide by cutting




•
 
it is common veterinary practice to section the nerves to the hoof of a limping horse.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 commit (someone) compulsorily to a psychiatric hospital in accordance with a section of a mental health act




•
 
should she be sectioned?














III.
 
derivatives





sectionable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from French 
section

 or Latin 
sectio(n-)

 , from 
secare

 ‘to cut.’ The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





sectional

 
/ˈsekSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a section or subdivision of a larger whole




•
 
a sectional championship.










2.
 
of or relating to a section or group within a community




•
 
the chairman of the commission looked on sectional interests as a danger to the common good.










3.
 
of or relating to a view of the structure of an object in section




•
 
sectional drawings.










4.
 
made or supplied in sections




•
 
sectional sills, made from more than one piece of timber.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sofa made in sections that can be used separately as chairs.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sectionalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













2.
 
sectionally






adverb





















sectionalism

 
/ˈsekSHənlˌizəm ˈsekSHnəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




restriction of interest to a narrow sphere; undue concern with local interests or petty distinctions at the expense of general well-being.








II.
 
derivatives





sectionalist






noun, adjective





















sectioned

 
/ˈsekSH(ə)nd/






adjective



1.
 
made or divided into a separate sections




•
 
the sleeping area of a sectioned tent




•
 
a 
sectioned off

 part of the garden.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 having been committed compulsorily to a psychiatric hospital in accordance with a section of a mental health act




•
 
a sectioned patient has to gain permission before leaving.



















section gang






noun




a crew of railroad workers responsible for maintaining a particular section of track.













section hand






noun




a member of a section gang.













section mark

 
/ˈsekSHən märk/






noun




the sign §, used as a reference mark or to indicate a section of a book.













sector

 
/ˈsektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area or portion that is distinct from others.




2.
 
a distinct part or branch of a nation's economy or society or of a sphere of activity such as education




•
 
the industrial and commercial sector




•
 
the business sector of the city.










3.
 


[Military]

 a subdivision of an area for military operations.




4.
 


[Computing]

 a subdivision of a track on a magnetic disk.




5.
 
the plane figure enclosed by two radii of a circle or ellipse and the arc between them.




6.
 
a mathematical instrument consisting of two arms hinged at one end and marked with sines, tangents, etc., for making diagrams.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in 
sense

 2 and 
sense

 3): from late Latin, a technical use of Latin 
sector

 ‘cutter,’ from 
sect-

 ‘cut off,’ from the verb 
secare

 .





sectoral

 
/ˈsekt(ə)rəl/






adjective




relating to a distinct part or area




•
 
the task of integrating different sectoral interests




•
 
regional and sectoral planning.



















sectorial

 
/sekˈtôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 
of or like a sector




•
 
sectorial boundaries.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 denoting a carnassial tooth, or a similar cutting tooth in mammals other than carnivores.













secular

 
/ˈsekyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting attitudes, activities, or other things that have no religious or spiritual basis




•
 
secular buildings




•
 
secular moral theory.







Contrasted with sacred
 .




2.
 


[Christian Church]

 (of clergy) not subject to or bound by religious rule; not belonging to or living in a monastic or other order.

Contrasted with regular
 .




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 of or denoting slow changes in the motion of the sun or planets.




4.
 


[Economics]

 (of a fluctuation or trend) occurring or persisting over an indefinitely long period




•
 
there is evidence that the slump is not cyclical but secular.










5.
 
occurring once every century or similarly long period (used especially in reference to celebratory games in ancient Rome).








II.
 
noun




a secular priest.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
secularity

 
/ˌsekyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
secularization

 
/ˌsekyələrəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsekyələˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
secularize

 
/ˈsekyələˌrīz /






verb













4.
 
secularly

 
/ˈsekyələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: 
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective and 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective from Old French 
seculer

 , from Latin 
saecularis

 , from 
saeculum

 ‘generation, age,’ used in Christian Latin to mean ‘the world’ (as opposed to the Church); 
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective, 
sense

 4 
of the

 adjective, and 
sense

 5 
of the

 adjective (early 19th cent.) from Latin 
saecularis

 ‘relating to an age or period.’





secular arm






noun

 — (
the secular arm

 )


1.
 
the legal authority of the civil power as invoked by the church to punish offenders.













secular humanism





I.
 
noun




humanism, with regard in particular to the belief that humanity is capable of morality and self-fulfillment without belief in God.








II.
 
derivatives





secular humanist






noun





















secularism

 
/ˈsekyələˌrizəm/






noun




the principle of separation of the state from religious institutions




•
 
he believes that secularism means no discrimination against anybody in the name of religion.



















secularist

 
/ˈsekyələrəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who advocates separation of the state from religious institutions




•
 
secularists fear the ruling party is trying to move in the direction of Islamic rule.














II.
 
adjective




advocating or relating to separation of the state from religious institutions




•
 
secularist ideology




•
 
secularist campaigners.



















secund

 
/ˈsēkənd səˈkənd/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 arranged on one side only (such as the flowers of lily of the valley).








II.
 
derivatives





secundly






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
secundus

 (see second
 1
 ).






secure

 
/səˈkyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fixed or fastened so as not to give way, become loose, or be lost




•
 
check to ensure that all nuts and bolts are secure.










2.
 
not subject to threat; certain to remain or continue safe and unharmed




•
 
they are working to ensure that their market share remains 
secure against

 competition.










3.
 
protected against attack or other criminal activity




•
 
the official said that no airport could be totally secure.










4.
 
(of a place of detention) having provisions against the escape of inmates




•
 
a secure unit for youthful offenders.










5.
 
feeling safe, stable, and free from fear or anxiety




•
 
everyone needs to have a home and to feel secure and wanted.










6.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
secure of

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 feeling no doubts about attaining; certain to achieve




•
 
she remained poised and complacent, secure of admiration.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix or attach (something) firmly so that it cannot be moved or lost




•
 
pins 
secure

 the handle 
to

 the main body.










2.
 
make (a door or container) hard to open; fasten or lock




•
 
doors are likely to be well secured at night.










3.
 
protect against threats; make safe




•
 
the government is concerned to 
secure

 the economy 
against

 too much foreign ownership.










4.
 
capture (a person or animal)




•
 
the suspect is secured and in the back of a patrol car.










5.
 
succeed in obtaining (something), especially with difficulty




•
 
the division secured a major contract.










6.
 
seek to guarantee repayment of (a loan) by having a right to take possession of an asset in the event of nonpayment




•
 
a loan 
secured on

 your home.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
securable

 
/səˈkyo͝orəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
securement






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘feeling no apprehension’): from Latin 
securus

 , from 
se-

 ‘without’ + 
cura

 ‘care.’





securely

 
/səˈkyo͝orlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a fixed or stable manner




•
 
keep the lid securely fastened




•
 
make sure keys are stored securely




•
 
prisoners held securely behind bars.










2.
 
without threat or danger




•
 
the data remains securely protected




•
 
he is securely employed.










3.
 
without risk of error; with certainty




•
 
only about 35 pictures can be securely attributed to him.



















secure server






noun




an Internet server that encrypts confidential information supplied by visitors to web pages, thus protecting the confidentiality.













Securitate

 
/siˌkyo͝oriˈtätā/





I.
 
the internal security force of Romania, set up in 1948 and officially disbanded during the revolution of December 1989.







– origin

 Romanian, ‘Security.’





securitize

 
/səˈkyo͝orəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
securitized

 )


1.
 
convert (an asset, especially a loan) into marketable securities, typically for the purpose of raising cash by selling them to other investors




•
 
the use of securitized debt as a major source of corporate finance.














II.
 
derivatives





securitization

 
/səˌkyo͞orədəˈzāSH(ə)n səˌkyo͞orəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















security

 
/səˈkyo͝orədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being free from danger or threat




•
 
the system is designed to provide maximum 
security against

 toxic spills




•
 
job security.










2.
 
the safety of a state or organization against criminal activity such as terrorism, theft, or espionage




•
 
a matter of national security.










3.
 
procedures followed or measures taken to ensure the safety of a state or organization




•
 
amid tight security the presidents met in the Colombian resort.










4.
 
the state of feeling safe, stable, and free from fear or anxiety




•
 
this man could give the emotional security she needed.










5.
 
a private police force that guards a building, campus, park, etc.




6.
 
a thing deposited or pledged as a guarantee of the fulfillment of an undertaking or the repayment of a loan, to be forfeited in case of default.




7.
 
(often 
securities

 )
 — a certificate attesting credit, the ownership of stocks or bonds, or the right to ownership connected with tradable derivatives.








II.
 
phrases





on security of something






using something as a guarantee.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
securite

 or Latin 
securitas

 , from 
securus

 ‘free from care’ (see secure
 ).





security blanket

 
/səˈkyo͝orədē ˈblaNGkət/






noun



1.
 
a familiar blanket or other piece of soft fabric held by a young child as a source of comfort.




2.
 
something that provides reassurance, support, or a sense of security




•
 
investors no longer see gold as a security blanket.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a set of security measures or sanctions, typically imposed in order to maintain complete secrecy about something.




•
 
the size of the Regular Army is under a security blanket.



















security check






noun



1.
 
a verification of the identity and trustworthiness of someone such as a government employee, in order to maintain security.




2.
 
a search of an area or of a person and their baggage for concealed weapons or bombs.













Security Council

 
/səˈkyo͝orədē ˌkounsəl/






a permanent body of the United Nations seeking to maintain peace and security. It consists of fifteen members, of which five (China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US) are permanent and have the power of veto. The other members are elected for two-year terms.









security guard

 
/səˈkyo͝orədē ɡärd/






noun




a person employed to protect something, especially a building, against intruders or damage.













security patch






noun




a software or operating-system patch that is intended to correct a vulnerability to hacking or viral infection




•
 
an email purporting to be a security patch from Microsoft support.



















security risk

 
/səˈkyo͝orədē risk/






noun




a person or situation that poses a possible threat to the security of something.













Security Service






official name for MI5
 .









secy.

 
sec'y






abbreviation




secretary.













sed.






abbreviation



1.
 
sediment.




2.
 
sedimentation.













Sedaka, Neil

 
/səˈdakə/






(1939–), US singer and songwriter. He became popular during the 1960s and 1970s with hits such as 
“Breaking Up Is Hard to Do”

 (1962) and 
“Laughter in the Rain”

 (1974).









Sedalia

 
/siˈdālyə/






an industrial and commercial city in west central Missouri; pop. 20,990 (est. 2008).









sedan

 
/səˈdan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
sedan chair

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 an enclosed chair for conveying one person, carried between horizontal poles by two or more porters.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an enclosed automobile for four or more people, having two or four doors.











– origin

 perhaps an alteration of an Italian dialect word, based on Latin 
sella

 ‘saddle,’ from 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





Sedan, Battle of






a battle fought in 1870 near the town of Sedan in northeastern France, in which the Prussian army defeated a smaller French army under Napoleon III, opening the way for a Prussian advance on Paris and marking the end of the French Second Empire.










sedate1


 
/səˈdāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
calm, dignified, and unhurried




•
 
in the old days, business was carried on at a rather more sedate pace.










2.
 
quiet and rather dull




•
 
sedate suburban domesticity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sedately

 
/səˈdātlē /






adverb













2.
 
sedateness

 
/səˈdātnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as a medical term meaning ‘not sore or painful,’ also ‘calm, tranquil’): from Latin 
sedatus

 , past participle of 
sedare

 ‘settle,’ from 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





sedate2


 
/səˈdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
calm (someone) or make them sleep by administering a sedative drug




•
 
she was heavily sedated.

















– origin

 1960s: back-formation from sedation
 .






sedation

 
/səˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the administering of a sedative drug to produce a state of calm or sleep




•
 
he was distraught with grief and 
under sedation

 .

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
sédation

 or Latin 
sedatio(n-)

 , from 
sedare

 ‘settle’ (see sedate
 1
 ).





sedative

 
/ˈsedədiv/





I.
 
adjective




promoting calm or inducing sleep




•
 
the seeds have a sedative effect.














II.
 
noun




a drug taken for its calming or sleep-inducing effect.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sedatif

 or medieval Latin 
sedativus

 , from Latin 
sedat-

 ‘settled,’ from the verb 
sedare

 (see sedate
 1
 ).





sedentary

 
/ˈsednˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) tending to spend much time seated; somewhat inactive.




2.
 
(of work or a way of life) characterized by much sitting and little physical exercise.




3.
 
(of a position) sitting; seated.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Anthropology]

 inhabiting the same locality throughout life; not migratory or nomadic.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) sessile.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sedentarily

 
/ˈsed(ə)nˌterəlē ˌsed(ə)nˈterəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sedentariness

 
/ˈsed(ə)nˌterēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘not migratory’): from French 
sédentaire

 or Latin 
sedentarius

 , from 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





Seder

 
/ˈsādər/





I.
 
noun




a Jewish ritual service and ceremonial dinner for the first night or first two nights of Passover.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
sēḏer

 ‘order, procedure.’





sedge

 
/sej/





I.
 
noun




a grasslike plant with triangular stems and inconspicuous flowers, growing typically in wet ground. Sedges are widely distributed throughout temperate and cold regions.

[Family 
Cyperaceae

 : 
Carex

 and other genera.]








II.
 
derivatives





sedgy

 
/ˈsejē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
secg

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





Sedgemoor, Battle of






a battle fought in 1685 on the plain of Sedgemoor in Somerset, England. The forces of the rebel Duke of Monmouth, who had landed in Dorset as champion of the Protestant cause and pretender to the throne, were decisively defeated by James II's troops.









sedge warbler

 
/sej ˈwôrb(ə)lər/






noun




a common migratory Eurasian songbird with streaky brown plumage, frequenting marshes and reed beds.

[
Acrocephalus schoenoboenus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 .]













Sedgwick, Adam

 
/ˈsejwik/






(1785–1873), English geologist. He specialized in the fossil record of rocks from North Wales, assigning the oldest of these to a period that he named the Cambrian.









sedilia

 
/səˈdilēə/





I.
 
plural noun




a group of stone seats for clergy in the south chancel wall of a church, usually three in number and often canopied and decorated.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘seat,’ from 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





sediment

 
/ˈsedəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
matter that settles to the bottom of a liquid; dregs.




2.
 


[Geology]

 particulate matter that is carried by water or wind and deposited on the surface of the land or the bottom of a body of water, and may in time become consolidated into rock.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
settle as sediment.




2.
 
(of a liquid) deposit a sediment.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deposit (something) as a sediment




•
 
the DNA was sedimented by centrifugation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sedimented

 )
 
sedimented waste.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
sédiment

 or Latin 
sedimentum

 ‘settling,’ from 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





sedimentary

 
/ˌsedəˈmen(t)ərē/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to sediment.




2.
 


[Geology]

 (of rock) that has formed from sediment deposited by water or air.













sedimentation

 
/ˌsedəmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of settling or being deposited as a sediment




•
 
sedimentation occurs when the droplets sink to the bottom




•
 
the natural sedimentation of the estuary.



















sedimentation coefficient

 
/ˌsedəmənˈtāSH(ə)n ˌkōəˌfiSH(ə)nt /

 
sedimentation constant






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a quantity related to the size of a microscopic particle, equal to the terminal outward velocity of the particle when centrifuged in a fluid medium divided by the centrifugal force acting on it, expressed in units of time.














sedition

 
/səˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




conduct or speech inciting people to rebel against the authority of a state or monarch.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘violent strife’): from Old French, or from Latin 
seditio(n-)

 , from 
sed-

 ‘apart’ + 
itio(n-)

 ‘going’ (from the verb 
ire

 ).





seditious

 
/səˈdiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




inciting or causing people to rebel against the authority of a state or monarch




•
 
the letter was declared seditious.














II.
 
derivatives





seditiously

 
/səˈdiSHəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
seditieux

 or Latin 
seditiosus

 , from 
seditio

 ‘mutinous separation’ (see sedition
 ).





seditious libel






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a published statement that is seditious.




2.
 


[Law]

 the action or crime of publishing a seditious statement.













Sedna

 
/ˈsednə/








[Astronomy]

 a reddish celestial body about half the size of earth's moon. It is the most distant known object in the solar system and orbits the sun every 10,500 years.









Sedona

 
/siˈdōnə/






a resort city in north central Arizona, a popular New Age center; pop. 11,599 (est. 2008).










seduce

 
/səˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entice (someone) into sexual activity




•
 
a lawyer had seduced a female client.










2.
 
attract (someone) to a belief or into a course of action that is inadvisable or foolhardy




•
 
they should not be 
seduced into

 thinking that their success ruled out the possibility of a relapse.










3.
 
attract powerfully




•
 
the melody seduces the ear with warm string tones.














II.
 
derivatives





seducible

 
/səˈd(y)o͞osəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally in the sense ‘persuade (someone) to abandon their duty’): from Latin 
seducere

 , from 
se-

 ‘away, apart’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





seducer

 
/səˈd(y)o͞osər/






noun



1.
 
a person who entices someone into sexual activity




•
 
a serial seducer of young women.










2.
 
a person who entices someone to do or believe something inadvisable or foolhardy




•
 
seducers of the unwary




•
 
a seducer of the people.




















seduction

 
/səˈdəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of seducing someone




•
 
if seduction doesn't work, she can play on his sympathy




•
 
she was planning a seduction.










2.
 
(often 
seductions

 )
 — a tempting or attractive thing




•
 
the seductions of the mainland.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
séduction

 or Latin 
seductio(n-)

 , from 
seducere

 ‘draw aside’ (see seduce
 ).





seductive

 
/səˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective




tempting and attractive; enticing




•
 
a seductive voice.














II.
 
derivatives





seductiveness

 
/səˈdəktivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from seduction
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
induction

 , 
inductive

 .





seductively

 
/səˈdəktivlē/






adverb




in a tempting and attractive manner; enticingly




•
 
she smiled seductively at the guy and tossed her dark hair




•
 
a turquoise pool glitters seductively.



















seductress

 
/səˈdəktrəs/





I.
 
noun




a woman who seduces someone, especially one who entices a man into sexual activity.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from obsolete 
seductor

 ‘male seducer,’ from 
seducere

 (see seduce
 ).





sedulous

 
/ˈsejələs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or action) showing dedication and diligence




•
 
he watched himself with the most sedulous care.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sedulity

 
/səˈjo͞olədē /






noun













2.
 
sedulously

 
/ˈsejələslē /






adverb













3.
 
sedulousness

 
/ˈsejələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
sedulus

 ‘zealous’ + -ous
 .





sedum

 
/ˈsēdəm/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed fleshy-leaved plant with small star-shaped yellow, pink, or white flowers, grown as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Sedum

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 : many species, including the stonecrops.]











– origin

 from modern Latin, denoting a houseleek.






see1


 
/sē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perceive with the eyes; discern visually




•
 
in the distance she could see the blue sea




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Andrew couldn't see out of his left eye




•
 


‹figurative›

 I can't 
see into

 the future.










2.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — be or become aware of something from observation or from a written or other visual source




•
 
I see from your appraisal report that you have asked for training.










3.
 
be a spectator of (a film, game, or other entertainment); watch




•
 
I went to see King Lear at the Old Vic.










4.
 
visit (a place) for the first time




•
 
see Alaska in style.










5.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — refer to (a specified source) for further information (used as a direction in a text)




•
 
elements are usually classified as metals or non-metals (see chapter 11).










6.
 
experience or witness (an event or situation)




•
 
I shall not live to see it




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
I can't bear to see you so unhappy.










7.
 
be the time or setting of (something)




•
 
the 1970s saw the beginning of a technological revolution.










8.
 
observe without being able to affect




•
 
they see their rights being taken away.










9.
 
(
see something in

 )
 — find good or attractive qualities in (someone)




•
 
I don't know what I see in you.










10.
 
discern or deduce mentally after reflection or from information; understand




•
 
I can't see any other way to treat it




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I saw that perhaps he was right




•
 
she could see what Rhoda meant.










11.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — ascertain after inquiring, considering, or discovering an outcome




•
 
I'll go along to the club and see if I can get a game.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial

 ]
 — regard in a specified way




•
 
he saw himself as a good teacher




•
 
you and I see things differently.










13.
 
foresee; view or predict as a possibility




•
 
I can't see him earning any more anywhere else.










14.
 
used to ascertain or express comprehension, agreement, or continued attention, or to emphasize that an earlier prediction was correct




•
 
it has to be the answer, don't you see?




•
 
see, I told you I'd come.










15.
 
meet (someone one knows) socially or by chance




•
 
I went to see Caroline




•
 
I saw Colin last night.










16.
 
meet regularly as a boyfriend or girlfriend




•
 
some guy she was seeing was messing her around.










17.
 
consult (a specialist or professional)




•
 
you may need to see a solicitor.










18.
 
give an interview or consultation to




•
 
the doctor will see you now.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — escort or conduct (someone) to a specified place




•
 
don't bother seeing me out.










20.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
see to

 )
 — attend to; provide for the wants of




•
 
I'll see to Dad's tea.










21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — ensure




•
 
Lucy 
saw to it that

 everyone got enough to eat




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 


see that

 no harm comes to him.










22.
 
(in poker or brag) equal the bet of (an opponent).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as far as I can see






to the best of my understanding or belief.









2.
 
as I see it






in my opinion.









3.
 
be seeing things






see thing
 .









4.
 
(I'll) be seeing you






another way of saying see you
 .









5.
 
have seen better days






have declined from former prosperity or good condition




•
 
this part of South London has seen better days.















6.
 
have seen it all before






be very worldly or very familiar with a particular situation.









7.
 
let me see






said as an appeal for time to think before speaking




•
 
Let me see, how old is he now?















8.
 
see a man about a dog








‹humorous›

 said euphemistically when leaving to go to the bathroom or keep an undisclosed appointment.









9.
 
see eye to eye






see eye
 .









10.
 
see here!






said to give emphasis to a statement or command or to express a protest




•
 
now see here, you're going to get it back for me!















11.
 
see one's way clear to do (or doing) something






find that it is possible or convenient to do something (often used in polite requests).









12.
 
see someone coming






recognize a person who can be fooled or deceived.









13.
 
see something coming






foresee or be prepared for an event, typically an unpleasant one.









14.
 
see someone damned first








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 said when refusing categorically and with hostility to do what a person wants.









15.
 
see someone right








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 make sure that a person is appropriately rewarded or looked after.









16.
 
see sense (or reason)






realize that one is wrong and start acting sensibly.









17.
 
see the back of








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be rid of (an unwanted person or thing)




•
 
we were always glad to see the back of her.















18.
 
see you






(
later

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 said when parting from someone.









19.
 
we'll see about that






said when angrily contradicting or challenging a claim or assertion




•
 
Oh, you think it's funny, do you? We'll see about that!


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
see about






attend to; deal with




•
 
he had gone to see about a job he had heard of.















2.
 
see after








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 take care of; look after.









3.
 
see something of





a.
 
spend a specified amount of time with (someone) socially




•
 
we saw a lot of the Bakers.










b.
 
spend some time in (a place)




•
 
I want to see something of those countries.















4.
 
see someone off





a.
 
accompany a person who is leaving to their point of departure




•
 
they came to the station to see him off.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 repel an invader or intruder




•
 
the dogs saw them off in no time.










c.
 


‹informal›

 deal with the threat posed by; get the better of




•
 
they saw off Cambridge in the FA Cup.















5.
 
see someone out








(Brit.)

 (of an article) last longer than the remainder of someone's life




•
 
no point in fixing the gate, it'll see me out.















6.
 
see something out

 

‹Brit.›







come to the end of a period of time or undertaking




•
 
I could well see out my career in Italy.















7.
 
see over

 

‹Brit.›







tour and examine (a building or site)




•
 
Bridget asked if he'd like to see over the house.















8.
 
see through






not be deceived by; detect the true nature of




•
 
he can see through her lies and deceptions.















9.
 
see someone through






support a person for the duration of a difficult time.









10.
 
see something through






persist with an undertaking until it is completed.












IV.
 
derivatives





seeable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
seon

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zien

 and German 
sehen

 , perhaps from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





see2


 
/sē/





I.
 
noun




the place in which a cathedral church stands, identified as the seat of authority of a bishop or archbishop.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
sed

 , from Latin 
sedes

 ‘seat,’ from 
sedere

 ‘sit.’






seed

 
/sēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flowering plant's unit of reproduction, capable of developing into another such plant.




2.
 
a quantity of these




•
 
grass seed




•
 
you can grow artichokes from seed.










3.
 
the cause or latent beginning of a feeling, process, or condition




•
 
the conversation sowed a tiny seed of doubt in his mind.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 (chiefly in biblical use) a person's offspring or descendants.




5.
 
a man's semen.




6.
 
(also 
seed crystal

 )
 — a small crystal introduced into a liquid to act as a nucleus for crystallization.




7.
 
a small container for radioactive material placed in body tissue during radiotherapy.




8.
 
any of a number of stronger competitors in a sports tournament who have been assigned a specified position in an ordered list with the aim of ensuring that they do not play each other in the early rounds




•
 
he knocked the top seed out of the championships.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sow (land) with seeds




•
 
the shoreline is seeded with a special grass.










2.
 
sow (a particular kind of seed) on or in the ground.




3.
 
cause (something) to begin to develop or grow




•
 
severance payouts that help seed their new businesses.










4.
 
place a crystal or crystalline substance in (something) in order to cause crystallization or condensation (especially in a cloud to produce rain).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant) produce or drop seeds




•
 
mulches encourage many plants to seed freely.










6.
 
(
seed itself

 )
 — (of a plant) reproduce itself by means of its own seeds




•
 
feverfew will seed itself readily.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the seeds from (vegetables or fruit)




•
 
stem and seed the chilies.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (a competitor) the status of seed in a tournament


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
Jeff Tarango, seeded five, was defeated by fellow American Todd Witsken.














III.
 
phrases





go (or run) to seed





a.
 
(of a plant) cease flowering as the seeds develop.




b.
 
deteriorate in condition, strength, or efficiency




•
 
Mark knows he has allowed himself to go to seed.





















– origin

 Old English 
sǣd

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zaad

 , German 
Saat

 , also to the verb sow
 1
 .





seedbed

 
/ˈsēdˌbed/






noun




a bed of fine soil in which seedlings are germinated.













seed cake

 
/ˈsēd ˌkāk/






noun




cake containing caraway seeds as flavoring.













seed capital






noun




see seed money
 .













seed coat






noun






[Botany]

 the protective outer coat of a seed.













seed corn

 
/sēd kôrn/






noun




good-quality corn kept for seed.













seedeater

 
/ˈsēdˌēdər/






noun




a finch or related songbird that feeds mainly on seeds, in particular

[● a small American bunting (genus 
Sporophila

 , subfamily 
Emberizinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 ). ● an African finch related to the canary (genus 
Serinus

 , family 
Fringillidae

 ).]













seeded

 
/ˈsēdəd/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a plant or fruit) having a seed or seeds of a specified kind or number




•
 
a single-seeded fruit.










2.
 
(of land or an area of ground) having been sown with seed




•
 
seeded lawns.










3.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a flower) having seeds of a specified tincture.




4.
 
(of a fruit or vegetable) having had the seeds removed




•
 
seeded, chopped tomatoes.










5.
 
given the status of seed in a sports tournament




•
 
Italy is one of the eight seeded teams.



















seeder

 
/ˈsēdər/






noun



1.
 
a machine for sowing seed mechanically.




2.
 
a plant that produces seeds in a particular way or under particular conditions


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a beautiful, hardy annual self-seeder.




















seed fern






noun




another term for pteridosperm
 .













seed head






noun




a flower head in seed.













seed leaf

 
/ˈsēd ˌlēf/






noun






[Botany]

 a cotyledon.













seedless

 
/ˈsēdləs/






adjective




denoting a fruit that has no seeds




•
 
seedless grapes.



















seedling

 
/ˈsēdliNG/






noun




a young plant, especially one raised from seed and not from a cutting.













seed-lip

 
/ˈsēdˌlip/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a basket for holding seed, used when sowing by hand.














seed money

 
/ˈsēd ˌmənē/






noun




money allocated to initiate a project.













seed pearl

 
/ˈsēd ˌpərl/






noun




a very small pearl.













seedpod

 
/ˈsēdpäd/






noun




see pod
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













seed potato

 
/ˈsēd pəˌtādō/






noun




a potato that is planted and used for the production of seeds.













seedsman

 
/ˈsēdzmən/






noun




a person who deals in seeds as a profession.














seed-snipe

 
/ˈsēdˌsnīp/






noun




a South American bird resembling a small partridge, with mainly brown plumage.

[Family 
Thinocoridae

 : two genera and four species.]













seed time






noun




the sowing season.













seedy

 
/ˈsēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sordid and disreputable




•
 
his seedy affair with a soft-porn starlet.










2.
 
shabby and squalid




•
 
an increasingly seedy and dilapidated property.










3.
 


‹dated›

 unwell




•
 
she felt weak and seedy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seedily

 
/ˈsēdilē /






adverb













2.
 
seediness

 
/ˈsēdēnəs /






noun





















Seeger, Pete

 
/ˈsēɡər/






(1919–2014), US folk musician and songwriter. A prominent figure in the revival of American folk music, he is also noted for his environmental activism, especially in projects to reclaim the Hudson River. Notable songs: 
“If I Had a Hammer”

 (
c.

 1949) and 
“Where Have All the Flowers Gone?”

 (1956).









seeing

 
/ˈsēiNG/





I.
 
conjunction




because; since




•
 


seeing as

 Stuart's an old friend, I thought I might help him out.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of seeing someone or something.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the quality of observed images as determined by atmospheric conditions.








III.
 
phrases





seeing is believing








‹proverb›

 you need to see something before you can accept that it really exists or occurs.

















Seeing Eye dog






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a guide dog trained to lead a blind person.














seek

 
/sēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to find (something)




•
 
they came here to seek shelter from biting winter winds.










2.
 
attempt or desire to obtain or achieve (something)




•
 
the new regime sought his extradition




•
 [no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 
her parents had never sought to interfere with her freedom.










3.
 
ask for (something) from someone




•
 
he 
sought

 help 
from

 the police.










4.
 
(
seek someone/something out

 )
 — search for and find someone or something




•
 
it's his job to seek out new customers.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 go to (a place)




•
 
I sought my bedroom each night to brood over it.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
seek one's fortune






travel somewhere in the hope of achieving wealth and success.









2.
 
to seek





a.
 


‹archaic›

 lacking; not yet found




•
 
the end she knew, the means were to seek.










b.
 
(
far to seek

 )
 — out of reach; a long way off.















– origin

 Old English 
sēcan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zieken

 and German 
suchen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sagire

 ‘perceive by scent.’





seeker

 
/ˈsēkər/






noun




a person who is attempting to find or obtain something




•
 
a tenacious seeker of the truth




•
 
a tireless seeker of justice




•
 
he's a shameless publicity seeker.



















seek time

 
/sēk tīm/






noun






[Computing]

 the time taken for a disk drive to locate the area on the disk where the data to be read is stored.













seel

 
/ˈsē(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 close (a person's eyes); prevent (someone) from seeing




•
 
the wise Gods seel our eyes in our own filth.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally a term in falconry meaning ‘stitch shut the eyelids of (a hawk)’): from French 
ciller

 , or medieval Latin 
ciliare

 , from Latin 
cilium

 ‘eyelid.’






seem

 
/sēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give the impression or sensation of being something or having a particular quality


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
Dawn seemed annoyed




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
there seems to be plenty to eat




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it seemed that he was determined to oppose her.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — used to make a statement or description of one's thoughts, feelings, or actions less assertive or forceful




•
 
I seem to remember giving you very precise instructions.










3.
 
(
cannot seem to do something

 )
 — be unable to do something, despite having tried




•
 
he couldn't seem to remember his lines.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ] (
it seems

 or 
it would seem

 )
 — used to suggest in a cautious, guarded, or polite way that something is true or a fact




•
 
it would seem that he has been fooling us all.

















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘suit, befit, be appropriate’): from Old Norse 
sœma

 ‘to honor,’ from 
sœmr

 ‘fitting.’





seeming

 
/ˈsēmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
appearing to be real or true, but not necessarily being so; apparent




•
 
Ellen's seeming indifference to the woman's fate.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — giving the impression of having a specified quality




•
 
an angry-seeming man.














II.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the outward appearance or aspect of someone or something, especially when considered as deceptive or as distinguished from reality




•
 
that dissidence between inward reality and outward seeming.



















seemingly

 
/ˈsēmiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
so as to give the impression of having a certain quality; apparently




•
 
a seemingly competent and well-organized person.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — according to the facts as one knows them; as far as one knows




•
 
it's touch and go, seemingly, and she's asking for you.



















seemly

 
/ˈsēmlē/





I.
 
adjective




conforming to accepted notions of propriety or good taste; decorous




•
 
I felt it was not seemly to observe too closely.














II.
 
derivatives





seemliness

 
/ˈsēmlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
sœmiligr

 , from 
sœmr

 ‘fitting’ (see seem
 ).





seen

 
/sēn/






past participle of see
 1
 .










See of Rome






noun




another term for Holy See
 .













seep

 
/sēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) flow or leak slowly through porous material or small holes




•
 
water began to seep through the soles of his boots.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where petroleum or water oozes slowly out of the ground.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps a dialect form of Old English 
sīpian

 ‘to soak.’





seepage

 
/ˈsēpij/






noun



1.
 
the slow escape of a liquid or gas through porous material or small holes.




2.
 
the quantity of liquid or gas that seeps out.













seer1


 
/sir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is supposed to be able, through supernatural insight, to see what the future holds.




2.
 
an expert who provides forecasts of the economic or political future




•
 
our seers have grown gloomier about prospects for growth.










3.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly archaic›

 a person who sees something specified




•
 
a seer of the future




•
 
ghost-seers.

















– origin

 Middle English: from see
 1
 + -er
 1
 .





seer2


 
/sir/





I.
 
noun




(in South Asia) a varying unit of weight (about one kilogram) or liquid measure (about one liter).











– origin

 from Hindi 
ser

 .





seersucker

 
/ˈsirˌsəkər/





I.
 
noun




a printed cotton or synthetic fabric that has a surface consisting of puckered and flat sections, typically in a striped pattern.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Persian 
šir o šakar

 , literally ‘milk and sugar,’ (by transference) ‘striped cotton garment.’





seesaw

 
/ˈsēˌsô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long plank balanced in the middle on a fixed support, on each end of which children sit and swing up and down by pushing the ground alternately with their feet.




2.
 
a situation characterized by rapid, repeated changes from one state or condition to another




•
 
the emotional seesaw of a first love affair




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
seesaw interest rates.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change rapidly and repeatedly from one position, situation, or condition to another and back again




•
 
the market seesawed as rumors spread of an imminent cabinet reshuffle.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to move back and forth or up and down rapidly and repeatedly




•
 
Sybil seesawed the car back and forth.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally used by sawyers as a rhythmical refrain): reduplication of the verb saw
 1
 (symbolic of the sawing motion).






seethe

 
/sēT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) bubble up as a result of being boiled




•
 
the brew foamed and seethed.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 cook (food) by boiling it in a liquid




•
 
others were cut into joints and seethed in cauldrons made of the animal's own skins.










3.
 
(of a person) be filled with intense but unexpressed anger




•
 
inwardly he was seething at the slight to his authority.










4.
 
(of a place) be crowded with people or things moving about in a rapid or hectic way




•
 
the entire cellar was 
seething with

 spiders




•
 
the village 
seethed with

 life.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a crowd of people) move in a rapid or hectic way




•
 
we cascaded down the stairs and seethed across the station




•
 (as 
adj.

 
seething

 )
 
the seething mass of commuters.

















– origin

 Old English 
sēothan

 ‘make or keep boiling,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zieden

 .





see-through

 
/ˈsē ˌTHro͞o/






adjective




(especially of clothing) translucent




•
 
this shirt's a bit see-through when it's wet.



















Sefer

 
/ˈsāfər, ˈsefer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 a book of Hebrew religious literature.




2.
 
(usu. 
Sefer Torah

 )
 — 

[Judaism]

 a scroll containing the Torah or Pentateuch.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
sēp̱er tōrāh

 ‘book of (the) Law.’





sega

 
/ˈsāɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of music traditional in Mauritius, Réunion, and the Seychelles, characterized by a strong, syncopated beat produced by percussion instruments




•
 
the language is Creole, the local music is sega, and the cuisine, too, is Creole-inspired.










2.
 
the rhythmic, swaying dance performed to sega music


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
you cannot return from the Seychelles without having acquired a new skill—sega dancing.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently from Swahili.





segment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈseɡmənt /



1.
 
each of the parts into which something is or may be divided.




2.
 
a portion of time allocated to a particular broadcast item on radio or television.




3.
 
a separate broadcast item, typically one of a number that make up a particular program.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 the smallest distinct part of a spoken utterance, in particular the vowels and consonants as opposed to stress and intonation.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 each of the series of similar anatomical units of which the body and appendages of some animals are composed, such as the visible rings of an earthworm's body.




6.
 


[Geometry]

 a part of a figure cut off by a line or plane intersecting it, in particular




7.
 
the part of a circle enclosed between an arc and a chord.




8.
 
the part of a line included between two points.




9.
 
the part of a sphere cut off by any plane not passing through the center.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈseɡmənt seɡˈment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something) into separate parts or sections




•
 
the unemployed are segmented into two groups.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — divide into separate parts or sections




•
 
the market is beginning to segment into a number of well-defined categories.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Embryology]

 (of a cell) undergo cleavage; divide into many cells.








III.
 
derivatives





segmentary

 
/-ˌterē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a term in geometry): from Latin 
segmentum

 , from 
secare

 ‘to cut.’ The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





segmental

 
/seɡˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
composed of separate parts or sections.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting or relating to the division of speech into segments.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 denoting or of the form of an arch the curved part of which forms a shallow arc of a circle, less than a semicircle.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
segmentalization

 
/-ˌmen(t)liˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
segmentalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













3.
 
segmentally






adverb





















segmentation

 
/ˌseɡmənˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
division into separate parts or sections




•
 
the segmentation of society means that often we don't have arguments across the political divide




•
 
segmentation of the road network.










2.
 


[Embryology]

 division of a cell; cleavage




•
 
segmentation of myocardial cells.




















segmentation cavity






noun




another term for blastocoel
 .













segmented

 
/ˈseɡˌmen(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
consisting of or divided into segments




•
 
segmented labor markets.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal's body or appendage) formed of a longitudinal series of similar parts.














sego

 
/ˈsēɡō /

 
sego lily





I.
 
noun




a plant of the lily family, with green and white bell-shaped flowers, native to the western US.

Closely related to the mariposa lily
 . [
Calochortus nuttalli

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent. Western Shoshone 
sikoo

 .





Segovia, Andrés

 
/siˈɡōvēə/






(1893–1987), Spanish guitarist and composer. Largely responsible for the revival of the classical guitar, he elevated its status to that of concert instrument and made a large number of transcriptions of classical music to increase the repertoire of the instrument.










segregate1


 
/ˈseɡrəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be segregated

 )


1.
 
set apart from the rest or from each other; isolate or divide




•
 
hazardous waste needs to be segregated from ordinary trash.










2.
 
separate or divide (people, activities, or institutions) along racial, sexual, or religious lines




•
 
blacks were segregated in churches, schools, and colleges




•
 (as 
adj.

 
segregated

 )
 
segregated education systems.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Genetics]

 (of pairs of alleles) be separated at meiosis and transmitted independently via separate gametes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
segregable

 
/ˈseɡrəɡəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
segregative

 
/-ˌɡātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
segregat-

 ‘separated from the flock,’ from the verb 
segregare

 , from 
se-

 ‘apart’ + 
grex

 , 
greg-

 ‘flock.’





segregate2


 
/ˈseɡrəɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Genetics]

 an allele that has undergone segregation.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a species within an aggregate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
segregatus

 ‘separate, isolated,’ past participle of 
segregare

 (see segregate
 1
 ).





segregation

 
/ˌseɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or state of setting someone or something apart from other people or things or being set apart




•
 
the segregation of pupils with learning difficulties.










2.
 
the enforced separation of different racial groups in a country, community, or establishment




•
 
an official policy of racial segregation.










3.
 


[Genetics]

 the separation of pairs of alleles at meiosis and their independent transmission via separate gametes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
segregational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
segregationist

 
/ˌseɡrəˈɡāSH(ə)nəst /






adjective, noun





















segue

 
/ˈseɡwā, ˈsā-/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in music and film) move without interruption from one song, melody, or scene to another




•
 
allowing one song to segue into the next.














II.
 
noun




an uninterrupted transition from one piece of music or film scene to another.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘follows.’





seguidilla

 
/ˌseɡēˈdēyə/





I.
 
noun




a Spanish dance in triple time.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Spanish, from 
seguida

 ‘sequence,’ from 
seguir

 ‘follow.’





Seguridad

 
/səˌɡ(y)o͝orəˈdäd/





I.
 
noun




the Spanish security service.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘Security.’





Segway

 
/ˈseɡwā/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a two-wheeled motorized personal vehicle consisting of a platform for the feet mounted above an axle and an upright post surmounted by handles.











– origin

 an invented word based on 
segue

 .





Sehnsucht

 
/ˈzānˌzo͝oKHt/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 yearning; wistful longing.











– origin

 German.





sei

 
/sā/






noun




another term for sei whale
 .













seicento

 
/sāˈCHenˌtō/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the style of Italian art and literature of the 17th century




•
 
Florentine seicento painting.














II.
 
derivatives





seicentist

 
/-tist /






noun



















– origin

 Italian, ‘600,’ shortened from 
mille seicento

 ‘1600,’ used with reference to the years 1600–99.





seiche

 
/sā(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a temporary disturbance or oscillation in the water level of a lake or partially enclosed body of water, especially one caused by changes in atmospheric pressure.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Swiss French, perhaps from German 
Seiche

 ‘sinking (of water).’





seidel

 
/ˈsīdl, ˈzīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a beer mug or glass.




2.
 


‹dated›

 the contents of a seidel




•
 
I drank 
a seidel of

 beer.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Seidel

 , originally denoting a measure between a third and a half of a liter.





Seidlitz powder

 
/ˈsedlits ˌpoudər/





I.
 
noun




a laxative preparation that contains tartaric acid, sodium potassium tartrate, and sodium bicarbonate, and that effervesces when mixed with water.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named with reference to the mineral water of 
Seidlitz

 , a village in Bohemia.





seif

 
/sāf, sēf /

 
seif dune





I.
 
noun




a sand dune in the form of a long narrow ridge.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Arabic 
sayf

 ‘sword’ (because of the shape).






seigneur

 
/sānˈyər /

 
seignior





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a feudal lord; the lord of a manor.








II.
 
derivatives





seigneurial

 
/senˈyo͝orēəl sānˈyərēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French, from Latin 
senior

 ‘older, elder.’





seigniorage

 
/ˈsānyərij /

 
seignorage





I.
 
noun



1.
 
profit made by a government by issuing currency, especially the difference between the face value of coins and their production costs.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the Crown's right to a percentage on bullion brought to a mint for coining.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a thing claimed by a sovereign or feudal superior as a prerogative.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
seignorage

 , from 
seigneur

 (see seigneur
 ).






seigniory

 
/ˈsānyərē /

 
seigneury





I.
 
noun




a feudal lordship; the position, authority, or domain of a feudal lord.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
seignorie

 , from 
seigneur

 (see seigneur
 ).





seine

 
/sān/





I.
 
noun




a fishing net that hangs vertically in the water with floats at the top and weights at the bottom edge, the ends being drawn together to encircle the fish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish (an area) with a seine




•
 
the fishermen then seine the weir.










2.
 
catch (fish) with a seine




•
 
they seine whitefish and salmon.














III.
 
derivatives





seiner






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
segne

 , via Latin from Greek 
sagēnē

 ; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
saine

 .





Seine

 
/sen sān/






a river in northern France. Rising north of Dijon, it flows northwest for 473 miles (761 km) through the cities of Troyes and Paris to the English Channel near Le Havre.









Seinfeld, Jerry

 
/ˈsīnˌfeld/






(1955–) US comedian and actor. He starred in the television sitcom 
Seinfeld

 (1989–98).









seisin

 
/ˈsēzən /

 
seizin





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 possession of land by freehold.




2.
 


[Law]

 
(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 possession, especially of land




•
 
Richard Fitzhugh did not take 
seisin of

 his lands until 1480.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
seisine

 , from 
saisir

 ‘seize.’





seismic

 
/ˈsīzmik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to earthquakes or other vibrations of the earth and its crust.




2.
 
relating to or denoting geological surveying methods involving vibrations produced artificially by explosions.




3.
 
of enormous proportions or effect




•
 
there are seismic pressures threatening American society.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seismical






adjective













2.
 
seismically

 
/ˈsīzmək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
seismos

 ‘earthquake’ (from 
seien

 ‘to shake’) + -ic
 .





seismicity

 
/sīzˈmisədē/






noun






[Geology]

 the occurrence or frequency of earthquakes in a region




•
 
the high seismicity of the area.



















seismic reflection






noun






[Geology]

 the reflection of elastic waves at boundaries between bodies of rock of different physical properties, especially as a technique for prospecting or research.













seismic refraction






noun






[Geology]

 the refraction of elastic waves on passing between bodies of rock having different seismic velocities.













seismic velocity






noun






[Geology]

 the velocity of propagation of elastic waves in a particular rock.













seismic wave






noun






[Geology]

 an elastic wave in the earth produced by an earthquake or other means.














seismo-





I.
 
combining form




of an earthquake; relating to earthquakes




•
 
seismograph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
seismos

 ‘earthquake.’





seismogram

 
/ˈsīzməˌɡram/






noun




a record produced by a seismograph.














seismograph

 
/ˈsīzməˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an instrument that measures and records details of earthquakes, such as force and duration.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seismographic

 
/ˌsīzməˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
seismographical

 
/ˌsīzməˈɡrafikəl /






adjective





















seismology

 
/sīzˈmäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with earthquakes and related phenomena.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seismological

 
/ˌsīzməˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
seismologically

 
/ˌsīzməˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
seismologist

 
/sīzˈmäləjəst /






noun





















seismometer

 
/sīzˈmämədər/






noun




another term for seismograph
 .













seismosaurus

 
/ˌsīzməˈsôrəs/





I.
 
noun




a huge late Jurassic dinosaur known from only a few bones, probably the longest ever animal with a length of up to 115–150 feet (35–45 m), and one of the heaviest at up to 110 tons.

[Genus 
Seismosaurus

 , infraorder 
Sauropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from seismo-
 ‘of an earthquake’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





seitan

 
/ˈsāˌtan/





I.
 
noun




a high-protein vegetarian food made from cooked wheat gluten.











– origin

 origin uncertain: perhaps from Japanese 
shokubutsusei tanpaku

 ‘vegetable protein.’






sei whale

 
/ˈsā ˌ(h)wāl/





I.
 
noun




a small rorqual with dark steely-gray skin and white grooves on the belly.

[
Balaenoptera borealis

 , family 
Balaenopteridae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Norwegian 
sejhval

 .





seiza

 
/ˈsāzə/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an upright kneeling position that is traditionally used in Japan in meditation and as part of the preparation in martial arts.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
sei

 ‘correct’ + 
za

 ‘sitting.’





seize

 
/sēz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take hold of suddenly and forcibly




•
 
she jumped up and seized his arm




•
 
she 
seized hold of

 the door handle.










2.
 
take forcible possession of




•
 
army rebels seized an air force base




•
 
the current president seized power in a coup.










3.
 
(of the police or another authority) take possession of (something) by warrant or legal right; confiscate; impound




•
 
police have seized 726 lb of cocaine.










4.
 
take (an opportunity or initiative) eagerly and decisively




•
 
he seized his chance to attack as Delaney hesitated.










5.
 
(of a feeling or pain) affect (someone) suddenly or acutely




•
 
he was seized by the most dreadful fear.










6.
 
strongly appeal to or attract (the imagination or attention)




•
 
the story of the king's escape seized the public imagination.










7.
 


‹formal›

 understand (something) quickly or clearly




•
 
he always strains to seize the most somber truths.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a machine with moving parts or a moving part in a machine) become stuck or jammed




•
 
the engine 
seized up

 after only three weeks.










9.
 
(also 
seise

 ) (
be seized of

 )
 — 

[English Law]

 be in legal possession of




•
 
the court is currently seized of custody applications.










10.
 


‹historical›

 have or receive freehold possession of (property)




•
 
any person who is seized of land has a protected interest in that land.










11.
 
be aware or informed of




•
 
the judge was fully seized of the point.










12.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 fasten or attach (someone or something) to something by binding with turns of rope.








II.
 
phrases





seize the day






make the most of the present moment.

[see carpe diem
 .]












III.
 
phrasal verbs





seize on/upon






take eager advantage of (something); exploit for one's own purposes




•
 
the government has eagerly seized on the evidence to deny any link between deprivation and crime.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seizable

 
/ˈsēzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
seizer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
seizir

 ‘give seisin,’ from medieval Latin 
sacire

 , in the phrase 
ad proprium sacire

 ‘claim as one's own,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘procedure.’





seizing

 
/ˈsēziNG/






noun






[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 a length of cord or rope used for fastening or tying.













seizure

 
/ˈsēZHər/






noun



1.
 
the action of capturing someone or something using force




•
 
the seizure of the Assembly building




•
 
another seizure of power by the military.










2.
 
the action of confiscating or impounding property by warrant of legal right.




3.
 
a sudden attack of illness, especially a stroke or an epileptic fit




•
 
the patient 
had a seizure

 .



















sejant

 
/ˈsējənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) sitting upright.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: alteration of an Old French variant of 
seant

 ‘sitting,’ from the verb 
seoir

 , from Latin 
sedere

 ‘sit.’





Sejm

 
/sām /

 
Seym





I.
 
noun




the lower house of parliament in Poland.











– origin

 Polish.






Sekhmet

 
/ˈsekmet /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a ferocious lioness-goddess, counterpart of the gentle cat-goddess Bastet and wife of Ptah at Memphis.









Sekt

 
/zekt/





I.
 
noun




a German sparkling white wine.











– origin

 German.





sel.






abbreviation



1.
 
select.




2.
 
selected.




3.
 
selection; selections.














selachian

 
/səˈlākēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




an elasmobranch fish of a group that comprises the sharks and dogfishes.

[The former group 
Selachii

 , subclass 
Elasmobranchii

 : now treated as one, two, or three superorders.]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the selachians.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Selachii

 (from Greek 
selakhos

 ‘shark’) + -an
 .






seladang

 
/səˈlädäNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for gaur
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malay.





selaginella

 
/səˌlajəˈnelə/





I.
 
noun




a creeping mosslike plant of a genus that includes the lesser club mosses.

[Genus 
Selaginella

 , family 
Selaginellaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
selago

 ‘club moss.’





selah

 
/ˈsēlə, ˈsel-/





I.
 
exclamation




(in the Bible) occurring frequently at the end of a verse in Psalms and Habakkuk, probably as a musical direction.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
selāh

 .






seldom

 
/ˈseldəm/





I.
 
adverb




not often; rarely




•
 
Islay is seldom visited by tourists




•
 
he was seldom absent




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
an old seldom-used church.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 not common; infrequent




•
 
a great but seldom pleasure.

















– origin

 Old English 
seldan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zelden

 and German 
selten

 , from a base meaning ‘strange, wonderful.’





seldomly

 
/ˈseldəmlē/





I.
 
adverb




not often; rarely




•
 
she has another sister, Sandra, but I seldomly see her




•
 
he's one of those artists that come along very seldomly.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (rare until the late 20th cent.): from seldom
 + -ly
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The adverb 
seldomly

 is first recorded in the 16th century, but between then and the 1970s it was used only rarely. It is regarded by many people as incorrect, because it duplicates the meaning of the simpler word 
seldom

 , which is itself an adverb.






select

 
/səˈlekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carefully choose as being the best or most suitable




•
 
students must select their own program




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he has been selected to take part




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you can 
select from

 a range of quality products.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
select for/against

 )
 — 

[Biology]

 (in terms of evolution) determine whether (a characteristic or organism) will survive




•
 
a phenotype can be selected against.










3.
 
use a mouse or keystrokes to mark (something) on a computer screen for a particular operation.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a group of people or things) carefully chosen from a larger number as being the best or most valuable




•
 
he joined his select team of young Intelligence operatives.










2.
 
(of a place or group of people) only used by or consisting of a wealthy or sophisticated elite; exclusive




•
 
the opera was seen by a small and highly select audience.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
selectable






adjective













2.
 
selectness

 
/səˈlek(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
select-

 ‘chosen,’ from the verb 
seligere

 , from 
se-

 ‘apart’ + 
legere

 ‘choose.’





select committee

 
/səˈlekt kəˈmidē/






noun




a small legislative committee appointed for a special purpose


[in 
titles

 ]


•
 
the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.



















selectee

 
/səˌlekˈtē/






noun



1.
 
a person who is selected.




2.
 


(US)

 a conscript.













selection

 
/səˈlekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of carefully choosing someone or something as being the best or most suitable




•
 
such men decided the selection of candidates




•
 
they objected to his selection.










2.
 
a number of carefully chosen things




•
 
the publication of a selection of his poems.










3.
 
a range of things from which a choice may be made




•
 
the restaurant offers a wide selection of hot and cold dishes.










4.
 
a horse or horses tipped as worth bets in a race or meeting.




5.
 
data highlighted on a computer screen for a particular operation.




•
 
your selection may not contain two different data types.










6.
 


[Biology]

 a process in which environmental or genetic influences determine which types of organism thrive better than others, regarded as a factor in evolution.

See also natural selection
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
selectio(n-)

 , from 
seligere

 ‘select by separating off’ (see select
 ).





selectional

 
/səˈlekSHənl/





I.
 
adjective






[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to the process by which only certain words or structures can occur naturally, normally, or correctly in the context of other words.








II.
 
derivatives





selectionally






adverb





















selection pressure






noun






[Biology]

 an agent of differential mortality or fertility that tends to make a population change genetically.













selection rule






noun






[Physics]

 a rule that describes whether particular quantum transitions in an atom or molecule are allowed or forbidden.













selective

 
/səˈlektiv/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving the selection of the most suitable or best qualified




•
 
the mini-cow is the result of generations of selective breeding.










2.
 
(of a person) tending to choose carefully




•
 
he is very 
selective in

 his reading.










3.
 
(of a process or agent) affecting some things and not others




•
 
modern pesticides are more selective in effect.










4.
 


[chiefly Electronics]

 operating at or responding to a particular frequency.













selective attention






noun






[Psychology]

 the capacity for or process of reacting to certain stimuli selectively when several occur simultaneously.













selectively

 
/səˈlektivlē/






adverb




in a way that involves the selection of only particular people or things




•
 
clothes are selectively chosen for quality




•
 
he accused state officials of selectively enforcing the law




•
 
the book needs to be read selectively.



















selectiveness

 
/səˈlektivnis/






noun




another term for selectivity
 .













selective service

 
/səˈlektiv ˈsərvəs/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 service in the armed forces under conscription.














selectivity

 
/səˌlekˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of carefully choosing someone or something as the best or most suitable




•
 
provision is organized on the principle of selectivity.










2.
 
the property of affecting some things and not others.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 the ability of a device to respond to a particular frequency without interference from others.













selectman

 
/səˈlek(t)mən səˈlek(t)ˌman/






noun




a member of the local government board of a New England town.













selector

 
/səˈlektər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that selects something, in particular




2.
 
a device for selecting a particular gear or other setting of a machine or device.













Selene

 
/səˈlēnē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the goddess of the moon who fell in love with Endymion.







– origin

 from Greek 
selēnē

 ‘moon.’





selenic acid

 
/səˈlenik, -ˈlē-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid analogous to sulfuric acid, made by oxidizing certain selenium compounds.

[Chem. formula: H2
 SeO4
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





selenate

 
/ˈseləˌnāt /






noun





















selenite

 
/ˈseləˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a form of gypsum occurring as transparent crystals, sometimes in thin plates.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
selēnitēs lithos

 ‘moonstone,’ from 
selēnē

 ‘moon’ + 
lithos

 ‘stone.’





selenium

 
/səˈlēnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Se

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 34, a gray crystalline nonmetal with semiconducting properties.








II.
 
derivatives





selenide

 
/ˈseləˌnīd, -nid /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
selēnē

 ‘moon.’





selenium cell






noun




a photoelectric device containing a piece of selenium.














seleno-





I.
 
combining form




of, relating to, or shaped like the moon




•
 
selenography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
selēnē

 ‘moon.’





selenodont

 
/səˈlēnəˌdänt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of molar teeth) having crescent-shaped ridges on the grinding surfaces, characteristic of ruminant mammals.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a ruminant mammal) having selenodont teeth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from seleno-
 ‘moon-shaped’ + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





selenography

 
/ˌseləˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific mapping of the moon; lunar geography.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
selenographer

 
/ˌseləˈnäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
selenographic

 
/ˌselənəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
selenographical

 
/ˌselənəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective





















selenology

 
/ˌseləˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of the moon.








II.
 
derivatives





selenologist

 
/ˌseləˈnäləjəst /






noun





















Seles, Monica

 
/ˈseləs/






(1973–), US tennis player, born in Yugoslavia. During 1990–96, she won the women's singles title at three French Open, two US Open, and four Australian Open tournaments.









Seleucid

 
/səˈl(y)o͞osəd/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a dynasty ruling over Syria and a great part of western Asia from 312 to 64 
BC

 . Its capital was at Antioch.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Seleucid dynasty.











– origin

 from 
Seleucus

 Nicator (the name of the founder, one of Alexander the Great's generals) + -id
 3
 .






self

 
/self/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's essential being that distinguishes them from others, especially considered as the object of introspection or reflexive action




•
 
our alienation from our true selves




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
guilt can be turned against the self




•
 
language is an aspect of a person's sense of self.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person's particular nature or personality; the qualities that make a person individual or unique




•
 
by the end of the round he was 
back to his old self






•
 
Paula seemed to be her usual cheerful self.










3.
 
one's own interests or pleasure




•
 
to love in an unpossessive way implies the total surrender of self.














II.
 
pronoun



1.
 
oneself, in particular




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ] (
one's self

 )
 — used ironically to refer in specified glowing terms to oneself or someone else




•
 
the only side worth supporting is your own sweet self.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a trimming or cover) of the same material and color as the rest of the item




•
 
a dress with self belt.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 self-pollinate; self-fertilize


(as 
noun

 
selfing

 )


•
 
the flowers never open and pollination is normally by selfing.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
selfed

 )
 — 

[chiefly Botany]

 
[Genetics]

 cause (an animal or plant) to breed with or fertilize one of the same hybrid origin or strain




•
 
progeny were derived from selfed crosses.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zelf

 and German 
selbe

 . Early use was emphatic, expressing the sense ‘(I) myself,’ ‘(he) himself,’ etc. The verb dates from the early 20th cent.





self-

 
/self/






combining form



1.
 
of or directed toward oneself or itself




•
 
self-hatred.










2.
 
by one's own efforts; by its own action




•
 
self-acting.










3.
 
on, in, for, or relating to oneself or itself




•
 
self-adhesive.



















self-abandonment

 
self-abandon





I.
 
noun




the action of completely surrendering oneself to a desire or impulse.








II.
 
derivatives





self-abandoned






adjective





















self-abasement

 
/ˈˌself əˈbāsmənt/






noun




the belittling or humiliation of oneself




•
 
he began to apologize with copious tears and self-abasement.



















self-abasing






adjective




belittling or degrading oneself




•
 
a timid, defensive, self-abasing response.



















self-abnegating






adjective




renouncing or rejecting one's own interests or needs




•
 
a loving and self-abnegating mother.



















self-abnegation






noun




the denial or abasement of oneself




•
 
she turned the letter into a groveling form of self-abnegation.



















self-absorbed

 
/ˌselfəbˈzôrbd/






adjective




preoccupied with one's own feelings , interests, or situation




•
 
they are too self-absorbed to listen carefully to others.



















self-absorption

 
/ˈˌself əbˈzôrpSHən/






noun



1.
 
preoccupation with one's own emotions, interests, or situation.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the absorption by a body of radiation which it has itself emitted.













self-abuse

 
/ˌselfəˈbyo͞os/






noun



1.
 
behavior that causes damage or harm to oneself.




2.
 
used euphemistically to refer to masturbation.













self-accusation

 
/ˈˌself ˌakyəˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of accusing oneself, stemming from feelings of guilt.








II.
 
derivatives





self-accusatory






adjective





















self-acknowledged






adjective




recognizing oneself as having certain characteristics




•
 
a self-acknowledged control freak




•
 
his self-acknowledged eccentricities.



















self-acting

 
/ˈˌself ˈaktiNG/






adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a machine or operation) acting without external influence or control; automatic.













self-activating






adjective




operating or occurring automatically




•
 
a self-activating spoiler which pops up at 60 mph




•
 
the process is self-activating.



















self-actualization






noun




the realization or fulfillment of one's talents and potentialities, especially considered as a drive or need present in everyone.













self-addressed

 
/ˈˌself əˈdrest/






adjective




(especially of an envelope) bearing one's own address




•
 
enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.



















self-adhesive






adjective




coated with a sticky substance; adhering without requiring moistening.













self-adjusting

 
/ˈˌself əˈjəstiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of machinery) adjusting itself to meet varying requirements.








II.
 
derivatives





self-adjustment

 
/ˈˌself əˈjəs(t)mənt /






noun





















self-admiration

 
/ˈˌself ˌadməˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the admiration of oneself; pride.








II.
 
derivatives





self-admiring






adjective





















self-adulation






noun




the quality of having an excessively high opinion of oneself or one's importance




•
 
a pathetic display of pompous self-adulation.



















self-advancement

 
/ˈˌself ədˈvansmənt/






noun




the advancement or promotion of oneself or one's interests




•
 
a positive step in women's self-advancement.



















self-advertisement

 
/ˈˌself ˈadvərˌtīzmənt/





I.
 
noun




the active publicization of oneself




•
 
he turned the group into a vehicle for self-advertisement.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-advertiser






noun













2.
 
self-advertising






adjective





















self-advocacy

 
/self ˈadvəkəsē/






noun




the action of representing oneself or one's views or interests.













self-affirmation

 
/ˈˌself ˌafərˈmāSHən/






noun




the recognition and assertion of the existence and value of one's individual self.













self-aggrandizement

 
/ˈˌself əˈɡranˌdīzmənt/





I.
 
noun




the action or process of promoting oneself as being powerful or important.








II.
 
derivatives





self-aggrandizing






adjective





















self-alienation






noun




the process of distancing oneself from one's own feelings or activities, such as may occur in mental illness or as a symptom of emotional distress.













self-aligning






adjective




(of a bearing or machine part) capable of aligning itself automatically.













self-analysis

 
/ˈˌself əˈnaləsəs/





I.
 
noun




the analysis of oneself, in particular one's motives and character.








II.
 
derivatives





self-analyzing






adjective





















self-annihilation






noun




the annihilation or obliteration of self, especially as a process of mystical contemplation.













self-appointed

 
/ˈˌself əˈpoin(t)id/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having assumed a position or role without the endorsement of others




•
 
self-appointed experts.



















self-approbation

 
/ˈˌself ˌaprəˈbāSHən/






noun




another term for self-approval
 .














self-approval





I.
 
noun




approval or appreciation of oneself.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-approving






adjective













2.
 
self-approvingly






adverb





















self-assembly

 
/ˈˌself əˈsemblē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the spontaneous formation of a ribosome, virus, or other body in a medium containing the appropriate components.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the construction of an object, especially a piece of furniture, from materials sold in kit form


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
self-assembly furniture.














II.
 
derivatives





self-assemble






verb





















self-assertion

 
/ˈˌself əˈsərSHən/





I.
 
noun




the confident and forceful expression or promotion of oneself, one's views, or one's desires.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-asserting






adjective




(
 — 

‹dated›















2.
 
self-assertive

 
/ˈˌself əˈsərdiv /






adjective













3.
 
self-assertiveness

 
/ˈˌself əˈsərdivnis /






noun






















self-assessment

 
/ˈˌself əˈsesmənt/






noun




assessment or evaluation of oneself or one's actions and attitudes, in particular, of one's performance at a job or learning task considered in relation to an objective standard.













self-assurance

 
/ˈˌself əˈSHo͝orəns/






noun




confidence in one's own abilities or character.













self-assured





I.
 
adjective




confident in one's own abilities or character




•
 
a self-assured 16-year-old.














II.
 
derivatives





self-assuredly






adverb





















self-aware

 
/ˌselfəˈwer/






adjective




having conscious knowledge of one's own character and feelings




•
 
we're self-aware enough to know we're making mistakes.



















self-awareness

 
/ˈˌself əˈwernəs/






noun




conscious knowledge of one's own character, feelings, motives, and desires




•
 
the process can be painful but it leads to greater self-awareness.



















self-betrayal






noun




the intentional or inadvertent revelation of the truth about one's actions or thoughts.













self-canceling






adjective



1.
 
having elements that contradict or negate one another




•
 
some of the speculation had been self-canceling, with newspapers predicting that the government would take quite opposite courses.










2.
 
(of a mechanical device) designed to stop working automatically when no longer required.













self-censorship

 
/ˈˌself ˈsensərˌSHip/






noun




the exercising of control over what one says and does, especially to avoid castigation




•
 
a climate of self-censorship, fear, and hypocrisy.



















self-centered

 
/ˈˌself ˈsen(t)ərd/





I.
 
adjective




preoccupied with oneself and one's affairs




•
 
he's far too self-centered to care what you do.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-centeredly






adverb













2.
 
self-centeredness

 
/ˌself ˈsen(t)ərdnəs /






noun





















self-checkout






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system whereby customers can scan goods themselves and pay without a cashier in a supermarket or other store




•
 
self-checkout machines




•
 
self-checkout requires each item to be individually scanned.



















self-cleaning

 
/ˈˌself ˈklēniNG/






adjective




(of an object or apparatus) able to clean itself




•
 
a self-cleaning oven.



















self-closing

 
/ˈˌself ˈklōziNG/






adjective




(especially of a door or valve) closing automatically.













self-colored

 
/ˈˌself ˈkələrd/






adjective



1.
 
of a single uniform color




•
 
a self-colored carpet.










2.
 
of the natural color of something.













self-command






noun




the ability to control one's emotions; self-control.













self-compatible






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or species) able to be fertilized by its own pollen.













self-conceit

 
/ˈˌself kənˈsēt/





I.
 
noun




undue pride in oneself.








II.
 
derivatives





self-conceited






adjective





















self-concept






noun






[Psychology]

 an idea of the self constructed from the beliefs one holds about oneself and the responses of others.













self-condemnation

 
/ˈˌself ˌkänˌdemˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the blaming of oneself




•
 
guilt and self-condemnation were riding her hard.










2.
 
the inadvertent revelation of one's wrongdoing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-condemned






adjective













2.
 
self-condemning






adjective





















self-confessed

 
/ˈˌself kənˈfest/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having openly admitted to being a person with certain characteristics




•
 
a self-confessed chocoholic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-confessedly

 
/-ˈfesidlē /






adverb













2.
 
self-confession






noun













3.
 
self-confessional






adjective





















self-confidence

 
/ˈˌself ˈkänfəd(ə)ns/






noun




a feeling of trust in one's abilities, qualities, and judgment.













self-confident





I.
 
adjective




trusting in one's abilities, qualities, and judgment.








II.
 
derivatives





self-confidently

 
/ˈˌself ˈkänfəd(ə)ntlē /






adverb





















self-congratulation

 
/ˈˌself kəNGˌɡraCHəˈlāSHən/






noun




undue complacency or pride regarding one's personal achievements or qualities; self-satisfaction




•
 
a hefty dose of self-congratulation about how noble we are.



















self-congratulatory

 
/ˌselfkəNGˈɡraCHələˌtôrē/






adjective




unduly complacent or proud regarding one's personal achievements or qualities; self-satisfied




•
 
his website is smug and self-congratulatory




•
 
John took exception to the self-congratulatory tone of the report.



















self-conscious

 
/ˈˌself ˈkänSHəs/






adjective



1.
 
feeling undue awareness of oneself, one's appearance, or one's actions




•
 
I feel a bit self-conscious parking my scruffy old car




•
 
a self-conscious laugh.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Psychology]

 having knowledge of one's own existence, especially the knowledge of oneself as a conscious being.




3.
 
(especially of an action or intention) deliberate and with full awareness, especially affectedly so




•
 
her self-conscious identification with the upper classes.



















self-consciously

 
/ˌselfˈkänSHəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner suggesting undue awareness of oneself, one's appearance, or one's actions




•
 
she smiled self-consciously, trying not to feel foolish




•
 
Janet self-consciously touched a hand to her cheek.










2.
 
deliberately and with full awareness




•
 
he self-consciously avoided taking responsibility




•
 
each variation self-consciously strove to create something new.



















self-consciousness

 
/ˌselfˈkänSHəsnəs/






noun



1.
 
undue awareness of oneself, one's appearance, or one's actions




•
 
people warm to her candor and lack of self-consciousness




•
 
the awkward self-consciousness of adolescence.










2.
 
the quality of being carried out deliberately and with full awareness, especially in an affected way




•
 
the self-consciousness of the opening scene devolves steadily into parody




•
 
the self-consciousness of the exercise.










3.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Psychology]

 knowledge of one's own existence, especially the knowledge of oneself as a conscious being




•
 
the political self-consciousness of the working class.



















self-consistent

 
/ˈˌself kənˈsistnt/





I.
 
adjective




not having parts or aspects that are in conflict or contradiction with each other; consistent




•
 
the theory is both rigorous and self-consistent.














II.
 
derivatives





self-consistency






noun





















self-contained

 
/ˈˌself kənˈtānd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a thing) complete, or having all that is needed, in itself.




2.
 
(of a person) quiet and independent; not depending on or influenced by others.








II.
 
derivatives





self-containment






noun





















self-contempt

 
/ˈˌself kənˈtem(p)t/





I.
 
noun




contempt or loathing for oneself or one's actions




•
 
they expressed self-contempt for having wasted so many hours in front of the idiot box.














II.
 
derivatives





self-contemptuous






adjective





















self-contradiction

 
/ˈˌself ˌkäntrəˈdikSHən/





I.
 
noun




inconsistency between aspects or parts of a whole




•
 
deconstruction is interested in exploring language and revealing self-contradiction and instability




•
 
a puzzling self-contradiction in masochism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-contradicting






adjective













2.
 
self-contradictory

 
/ˈˌself ˌkäntrəˈdikt(ə)rē /






adjective






















self-control

 
/ˈˌself kənˈtrōl/





I.
 
noun




the ability to control oneself, in particular one's emotions and desires or the expression of them in one's behavior, especially in difficult situations




•
 
Lucy silently struggled for self-control.














II.
 
derivatives





self-controlled

 
/ˈˌself kənˈtrōld /






adjective





















self-correcting

 
/ˈˌself kəˈrektiNG/





I.
 
adjective




correcting oneself or itself without external help




•
 
the scientific process is self-correcting




•
 
a self-correcting optical finder.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-correct






verb













2.
 
self-correction






noun





















self-created





I.
 
adjective




created by oneself or itself




•
 
his self-created role as the bad boy of the music scene.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-creating






adjective













2.
 
self-creation






noun





















self-critical

 
/ˈˌself ˈkridəkəl/






adjective




critical of oneself, one's abilities, or one's actions in a self-aware or unduly disapproving manner




•
 
she felt miserably self-critical for her reluctance to go.



















self-criticism

 
/ˌselfˈkridəˌsizəm/






noun




criticism of oneself or one's actions




•
 
their need to engage in introspection and self-criticism




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
they are required to write self-criticisms.



















self-deceit






noun




another term for self-deception
 .













self-deceiving





I.
 
adjective




allowing oneself to believe that a false or unvalidated feeling, idea, or situation is true




•
 
I prefer my cynicism to your self-deceiving optimism.














II.
 
derivatives





self-deceiver






noun






















self-deception

 
/ˈˌself dəˈsepSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action or practice of allowing oneself to believe that a false or unvalidated feeling, idea, or situation is true




•
 
Jane remarked on men's capacity for self-deception.














II.
 
derivatives





self-deceptive






adjective





















self-defeating

 
/ˈˌself dəˈfēdiNG/






adjective




(of an action or policy) unable, because of its inherent qualities, to achieve the end it is designed to bring about.













self-defense

 
/ˈˌself dəˈfens ˈˌself dēˈfens/





I.
 
noun




the defense of one's person or interests, especially through the use of physical force, which is permitted in certain cases as an answer to a charge of violent crime




•
 
he claimed self-defense in the attempted murder charge




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
self-defense classes.














II.
 
derivatives





self-defensive






adjective





















self-definition

 
/ˈˌself ˌdefəˈniSHən/






noun




definition of one's individuality and one's role in life; such definition of a group by its members




•
 
the struggle for national self-definition.



















self-delight






noun




delight in oneself or one's existence.













self-delusion

 
/ˈˌself dəˈlo͞oZHən/






noun




the action of deluding oneself; failure to recognize reality




•
 
he retreats into a world of fantasy and self-delusion.




















self-denial





I.
 
noun




the denial of one's own interests and needs; self-sacrifice.








II.
 
derivatives





self-denying

 
/ˈˌself dəˈnīiNG ˈˌself dēˈnīiNG /






adjective





















self-dependence





I.
 
noun




reliance on one's own strengths rather than on others; independence.








II.
 
derivatives





self-dependent






adjective





















self-deprecating

 
/ˈˌself ˈdeprəˌkādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




modest about or critical of oneself, especially humorously so




•
 
self-deprecating jokes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-deprecatingly






adverb













2.
 
self-deprecatory






adjective






















self-deprecation

 
/ˌselfˌdeprəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




modesty about or criticism of oneself




•
 
an artist with a penchant for wry self-deprecation.



















self-depreciation

 
/self dəˌprēSHēˈāSHən dēˌprēSHēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun




another term for self-deprecation
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-depreciating






adjective













2.
 
self-depreciatory






adjective





















self-deprivation






noun




voluntary denial or suppression of one's own interests or desires




•
 
a monastic life of severe self-deprivation.



















self-despair






noun




despair or dismay about oneself or one's actions.













self-destroying






adjective




destroying or capable of destroying oneself or itself; self-destructive.













self-destruct





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a thing) destroy itself by exploding or disintegrating automatically, having been preset to do so




•
 
the tape would automatically self-destruct after twenty minutes.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — denoting a device that enables or causes something to destroy itself




•
 
the self-destruct button.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-destructive

 
/ˈˌself dəˈstrəktiv ˈˌself dēˈstrəktiv /






adjective













2.
 
self-destructively






adverb





















self-destruction

 
/ˌselfdəˈstrəkSH(ə)n/






noun




behavior that causes serious harm to oneself




•
 
problem gamblers on a path to self-destruction




•
 
the disorienting psychology of addiction and self-destruction.



















self-determination






noun



1.
 
the process by which a country determines its own statehood and forms its own allegiances and government




•
 
the changes cannot be made until the country's right to self-determination is recognized.










2.
 
the process by which a person controls their own life.













self-determining

 
/ˌselfdəˈtərminiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a country) having the power or freedom to form its own government




•
 
the desire to live in a free, self-determining democracy.










2.
 
(of a person) having the power or freedom to control their own life




•
 
the individual feels competent and self-determining.



















self-development






noun




the process by which a person's character or abilities are gradually developed




•
 
graduates have stressed the value of their courses for self-development.



















self-devotion






noun




the devotion of oneself to a person or cause.













self-diagnose





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — diagnose oneself as having a particular medical condition




•
 
many patients self-diagnose and do not seek medical attention for their symptoms.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — diagnose (an illness or other problem) in oneself




•
 
patients will often self-diagnose varicose veins.














II.
 
derivatives





self-diagnosis






noun





















self-diffusion






noun






[Chemistry]

 the migration of constituent atoms or molecules within the bulk of a substance, especially in a crystalline solid.













self-directed





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an emotion, statement, or activity) directed at oneself




•
 
she grimaces with a bitter self-directed humor.










2.
 
(of an activity) under one's own control




•
 
self-directed learning.










3.
 
(of a person) showing initiative and the ability to organize oneself.








II.
 
derivatives





self-direction






noun





















self-discipline

 
/ˈˌself ˈdisiplin/





I.
 
noun




the ability to control one's feelings and overcome one's weaknesses; the ability to pursue what one thinks is right despite temptations to abandon it.








II.
 
derivatives





self-disciplined

 
/ˈˌself ˈdisiplind /






adjective





















self-discovery

 
/ˈˌself dəˈskəv(ə)rē/






noun




the process of acquiring insight into one's own character.













self-disgust

 
/ˈˌself disˈɡəst ˈˌself dəˈzɡəst/






noun




profound revulsion at one's own character or actions




•
 
his descent into drunkenness filled him with self-disgust.



















self-doubt

 
/ˈˌself ˈdout/






noun




lack of confidence in oneself and one's abilities




•
 
his later years were plagued by self-doubt.



















self-doubting






adjective




lacking confidence in oneself and one's abilities; unconfident




•
 
a fragile, confused, self-doubting paranoiac.



















self-dramatization






noun




dramatization of one's own situation or feelings for effect.













self-educated

 
/ˈˌself ˈejəˌkādid/





I.
 
adjective




educated largely through one's own efforts, rather than by formal instruction




•
 
he was a self-made and almost self-educated businessman.














II.
 
derivatives





self-education

 
/ˈˌself ˌejəˈkāSHən /






noun





















self-effacing

 
/ˈˌself əˈfāsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not claiming attention for oneself; retiring and modest




•
 
his demeanor was self-effacing, gracious, and polite.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-effacement

 
/ˈˌself əˈfāsmənt /






noun













2.
 
self-effacingly






adverb





















self-employed

 
/ˈˌself əmˈploid/






adjective



1.
 
working for oneself as a freelancer or the owner of a business rather than for an employer




•
 
a self-employed builder.










2.
 
relating to or designed for people working for themselves




•
 
the rules for self-employed pension plans have been altered.



















self-employment

 
/ˌselfəmˈploimənt/






noun




the state of working for oneself as a freelance or the owner of a business rather than for an employer




•
 
income from self-employment




•
 
years of self-employment as a math tutor.



















self-enclosed






adjective




(of a person, community, or system) not choosing to or able to communicate with others or with external systems




•
 
the family is a self-enclosed unit.




















self-esteem

 
/ˈˌself əˈstēm/






noun




confidence in one's own worth or abilities; self-respect




•
 
assertiveness training for those with low self-esteem.



















self-evaluation






noun




another term for self-assessment
 .













self-evident

 
/ˌself ˈevədənt/





I.
 
adjective




not needing to be demonstrated or explained; obvious




•
 
self-evident truths




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is self-evident that you cannot work 14 hours a day and have time left over for a child.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-evidence






noun













2.
 
self-evidently

 
/ˈˌself ˈevədəntlē /






adverb





















self-examination






noun



1.
 
the study of one's own behavior and motivations




•
 
a period of considerable self-doubt and self-examination.










2.
 
the action of examining one's own body for signs of illness.













self-excited






adjective






[Physics]

 relating to or denoting a dynamo-electric machine or analogous system that generates or excites its own magnetic field.













self-existent






adjective




existing independently of other beings or causes.













self-explanatory






adjective




easily understood; not needing explanation




•
 
the film's title is fairly self-explanatory.



















self-expression





I.
 
noun




the expression of one's feelings, thoughts, or ideas, especially in writing, art, music, or dance.








II.
 
derivatives





self-expressive






adjective





















self-faced






adjective




(of stone) having an undressed surface.













self-feeder





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a furnace or machine that renews its own fuel or material automatically.




2.
 
a device for supplying food to farm animals automatically.








II.
 
derivatives





self-feeding

 
/ˈˌself ˈfēdiNG /






adjective





















self-fertile





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant) capable of self-fertilization.








II.
 
derivatives





self-fertility






noun





















self-fertilization

 
/ˈˌself ˌfərdləˈzāSHən ˈˌself ˌfərdlˌīˈzāSHən ˈˌsel(f)ˌfərdləˈzāSHən ˈˌsel(f)ˌfərdlˌīˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the fertilization of plants and some invertebrate animals by their own pollen or sperm rather than that of another individual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-fertilized






adjective













2.
 
self-fertilizing

 
/ˈˌself ˈfərdlˌīziNG ˈˌsel(f)ˈfərdlˌīziNG /






adjective





















self-financing

 
/ˈˌself ˈfīˌnansiNG ˈˌself fiˈnansiNG ˈˌsel(f)ˈfīˌnansiNG ˈˌsel(f)fiˈnansiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of an organization or enterprise) having or generating enough income to finance itself.








II.
 
derivatives





self-financed

 
/ˈˌself ˈfīˌnanst ˈˌself fiˈnanst ˈˌsel(f)ˈfīˌnanst ˈˌsel(f)fiˈnanst /






adjective





















self-flagellation






noun



1.
 
the action of flogging oneself, especially as a form of religious discipline.




2.
 
excessive criticism of oneself.













self-flattery





I.
 
noun




the holding of an unjustifiably high opinion of oneself or one's actions.








II.
 
derivatives





self-flattering






adjective





















self-forgetful





I.
 
adjective




forgetful of oneself or one's needs.








II.
 
derivatives





self-forgetfulness






noun





















self-fulfilling






adjective




(of an opinion or prediction) bound to be proved correct or to come true as a result of behavior caused by its being expressed




•
 
expecting something to be bad can turn out to be a self-fulfilling prophecy.



















self-fulfillment

 
/ˈˌself fə(l)ˈfilmənt ˈˌself(f)ə(l)ˈfilmənt /

 


‹Brit.›

 self-fulfilment






noun




the fulfillment of one's hopes and ambitions




•
 
it is the striving for self-fulfillment which guides our lives.



















self-generating






adjective




generated by itself, rather than by some external force




•
 
the strident activity of the industrial scene seems to be self-generating.



















self-glorification

 
/ˈˌself ˌɡlôrəfəˈkāSHən/






noun




exaltation of oneself and one's abilities




•
 
they fought not merely for self-glorification but for the common good.



















self-government

 
/self ˈɡəvər(n)mənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
government of a country by its own people, especially after having been a colony.




2.
 
another term for self-control
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-governed






adjective













2.
 
self-governing

 
/ˌself ˈɡəvərniNG /






adjective





















self-gratification






noun




the indulgence or satisfaction of one's own desires




•
 
a culture of instant self-gratification.



















self-gravitation






noun






[Astronomy]

 the gravitational forces acting among the components of a massive body.













self-guided






adjective




(of a walk or visit to a tourist attraction) undertaken without the supervision of a tour guide.













self-hatred

 
/ˈˌself ˈhātrəd /

 
self-hate






noun




intense dislike of oneself.













self-heal

 
selfheal






noun




a purple-flowered plant of the mint family that was formerly widely used for healing wounds. Native to Eurasia, it is now widespread throughout North America.

[
Prunella vulgaris

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













self-help

 
/ˈˌself ˈˌhelp/






noun



1.
 
the use of one's own efforts and resources to achieve things without relying on others




•
 
what government does is not a substitute for what people can do with encouragement and self-help.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — designed to assist people in achieving things for themselves




•
 
a self-help group for drug abusers.



















selfhood

 
/ˈselfˌho͝od/






noun




the quality that constitutes one's individuality; the state of having an individual identity.













self-identification






noun




the attribution of certain characteristics or qualities to oneself




•
 
self-identification by the old person as sick or inadequate.



















self-identity






noun




the recognition of one's potential and qualities as an individual, especially in relation to social context




•
 
caring can become the defining characteristic of women's self-identity.




















selfie

 
/ˈselfē /

 
selfy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a photograph that one has taken of oneself, typically one taken with a smartphone or webcam and shared via social media




•
 
occasional selfies are acceptable, but posting a new picture of yourself everyday isn't necessary.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from self
 + -ie
 .





selfie stick





I.
 
noun




a device in the form of a rod on which a camera or smartphone may be mounted, enabling the person holding it to take a photograph of themselves from a wider angle than if holding the camera or smartphone in their hand




•
 
some concert venues have banned selfie sticks over fears they block the view of the stage.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from selfie
 .





self-image

 
/ˈˌself ˈimij/






noun




the idea one has of one's abilities, appearance, and personality




•
 
sickness is an affront to one's self-image and dignity.



















self-immolation

 
/ˈˌself ˌiməˈlāSHən/






noun




the offering of oneself as a sacrifice, especially by burning; such suicidal action in the name of a cause or strongly held belief.













self-importance

 
/ˈˌself əmˈpôrtns/





I.
 
noun




an exaggerated sense of one's own value or importance




•
 
he was a big, blustering, opinionated cop, full of self-importance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-important

 
/ˈˌself əmˈpôrtnt /






adjective













2.
 
self-importantly






adverb





















self-imposed

 
/ˈˌself əmˈpōzd/






adjective




(of a task or circumstance) imposed on oneself, not by an external force




•
 
he went into self-imposed exile.



















self-improvement

 
/ˈˌself əmˈpro͞ovmənt/






noun




the improvement of one's knowledge, status, or character by one's own efforts.













self-incompatible





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or species) unable to be fertilized by its own pollen.








II.
 
derivatives





self-incompatibility






noun





















self-induced

 
/ˈˌself ənˈd(y)o͞ost/






adjective



1.
 
brought about by oneself




•
 
self-induced vomiting.










2.
 
produced by electrical self-induction.













self-inductance






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a measure or coefficient of self-induction in a circuit, usually measured in henries.




2.
 


[Physics]

 the property of an electric circuit that permits self-induction.













self-induction

 
/ˈˌself ənˈdəkSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the induction of an electromotive force in a circuit when the current in that circuit is varied.

Compare with mutual induction
 .








II.
 
derivatives





self-inductive






adjective





















self-indulgence

 
/ˈˌself ənˈdəljəns/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being self-indulgent.




2.
 
something done in a self-indulgent way




•
 
Sunday's simpleminded pleasures and self-indulgences.



















self-indulgent

 
/ˈˌself ənˈdəljənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by doing or tending to do exactly what one wants, especially when this involves pleasure or idleness




•
 
a self-indulgent extra hour of sleep.










2.
 
(of a creative work) lacking economy and control.








II.
 
derivatives





self-indulgently






adverb





















self-inflicted

 
/ˈˌself ənˈfliktid/






adjective




(of a wound or other harm) inflicted on oneself.













self-insurance






noun




insurance of oneself or one's interests by maintaining a fund to cover possible losses rather than by purchasing an insurance policy.













self-interest






noun




one's personal interest or advantage, especially when pursued without regard for others.













self-interested






adjective




motivated by one's personal interest or advantage, especially without regard for others




•
 
many groups pursue self-interested aims.



















self-involved

 
/self inˈvälvd inˈvôlvd/





I.
 
adjective




wrapped up in oneself or one's own thoughts.








II.
 
derivatives





self-involvement






noun





















selfish

 
/ˈselfiSH/






adjective




(of a person, action, or motive) lacking consideration for others; concerned chiefly with one's own personal profit or pleasure




•
 
I joined them for selfish reasons.



















selfishly

 
/ˈselfiSHlē/






adverb




with a lack of consideration for other people due to concern with one's own personal profit or pleasure




•
 
they continue to act selfishly at the expense of others




•
 
political activity is by no means invariably selfishly motivated.



















selfishness

 
/ˈselfiSHnəs/






noun




the quality or condition of being selfish




•
 
an act of pure selfishness.



















selfism

 
/ˈselfizəm/





I.
 
noun




concentration on one's own interests; self-centeredness or self-absorption.








II.
 
derivatives





selfist






noun





















self-justification

 
/ˈˌself ˌjəstəfəˈkāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the justification or excusing of oneself or one's actions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-justificatory






adjective













2.
 
self-justifying

 
/ˈˌself ˈjəstəˌfīiNG /






adjective





















self-knowledge

 
/ˈˌself ˈnäləj/





I.
 
noun




understanding of oneself or one's own motives or character.








II.
 
derivatives





self-knowing






adjective





















selfless

 
/ˈselfləs/






adjective




concerned more with the needs and wishes of others than with one's own; unselfish




•
 
an act of selfless devotion.



















selflessly

 
/ˈselfləslē/






adverb




in a way that is concerned more with the needs and wishes of others than with one's own




•
 
a woman who worked selflessly to help her community




•
 
a leader selflessly devoted to democratic ideals.



















selflessness

 
/ˈselfləsnəs/






noun




concern more with the needs and wishes of others than with one's own




•
 
a noble act of selflessness




•
 
the selflessness and courage of officers killed in the line of duty.



















self-limiting






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting something that limits itself, in particular




2.
 
(also 
self-limited

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 (of a condition) ultimately resolving itself without treatment.




3.
 
(in psychology) preventing the development or expression of the self.













self-liquidating






adjective



1.
 
denoting an asset that earns back its original cost out of income over a fixed period.




2.
 
denoting a loan used to finance a project that will bring a sufficient return to pay back the loan and its interest and leave a profit.




3.
 
denoting a sales promotion offer that pays for itself by generating increased sales.













self-loading

 
/ˈˌself ˈlōdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a gun) loading automatically




•
 
a self-loading pistol.














II.
 
derivatives





self-loader

 
/ˈˌself ˈlōdər /






noun





















self-locking

 
/ˈˌself ˈläkiNG/






adjective




locking itself shut or in a fixed position




•
 
self-locking screws.



















self-love

 
/ˈˌself ˈləv/





I.
 
noun




regard for one's own well-being and happiness (chiefly considered as a desirable rather than narcissistic characteristic).








II.
 
derivatives





self-loving






adjective





















self-made

 
/ˈˌself ˈmād/






adjective



1.
 
having become successful or rich by one's own efforts




•
 
a self-made millionaire.










2.
 
made by oneself




•
 
his self-made fortune




•
 
a self-made kite.



















self-management

 
/ˈˌself ˈmanəjmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
management of or by oneself; the taking of responsibility for one's own behavior and well-being.




2.
 
the distribution of political control to individual regions of a state, especially as a form of socialism practiced by its own members.








II.
 
derivatives





self-managing






adjective





















self-mastery

 
/ˈˌself ˈmast(ə)rē/






noun




self-control.













selfmate

 
/ˈselfmāt/






noun






[Chess]

 a problem in which the solver's task is to force the opponent to deliver checkmate.













self-medicate





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
choose and take medicines oneself, rather than by prescription or on expert advice.




2.
 
take addictive or habituating drugs to relieve stress or other conditions.




•
 
whenever he hits a period of depression, he has a tendency to self-medicate with any pill or liquid that's in the house.














II.
 
derivatives





self-medication






noun





















self-mocking

 
/ˈˌself ˈmäkiNG/





I.
 
adjective




mocking oneself




•
 
a wry, self-mocking smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-mockery

 
/ˈˌself ˈmäkərē /






noun













2.
 
self-mockingly






adverb





















self-mortification






noun




the subjugation of appetites or desires by self-denial or self-discipline as an aspect of religious devotion




•
 
voluntary self-mortification such as fasting.



















self-motion





I.
 
noun




movement caused by oneself or itself, not by an external action or agent.








II.
 
derivatives





self-moving






adjective





















self-motivated

 
/ˈˌself ˈmōdəˌvādid/





I.
 
adjective




motivated to do or achieve something because of one's own enthusiasm or interest, without needing pressure from others




•
 
she's a very independent, self-motivated individual.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-motivating






adjective













2.
 
self-motivation

 
/ˈˌself ˌmōdəˈvāSHən /






noun





















self-murder





I.
 
noun




suicide.








II.
 
derivatives





self-murderer






noun





















self-mutilation

 
/ˈˌself ˌmyo͞odəˈlāSHən/






noun




the mutilation of oneself, especially as a symptom of mental or emotional disturbance.













self-neglect

 
/ˈˌself nəˈɡlekt/






noun




neglect of oneself, especially one's physical well-being.













selfness

 
/ˈselfnəs/






noun



1.
 
a person's essential individuality.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 selfishness; self-regard.













self-obsessed

 
/ˌselfəbˈsest/





I.
 
adjective




excessively preoccupied with one's own life and circumstances; thinking only about oneself




•
 
even self-obsessed pop stars don't want the rumor mill to overshadow their music.














II.
 
derivatives





self-obsession






noun





















self-opinionated

 
/ˈˌself əˈpinyəˌnādid/





I.
 
adjective




having an arrogantly high regard for oneself or one's own opinions




•
 
a pompous, self-opinionated bully.














II.
 
derivatives





self-opinion






noun





















self-parodic






adjective




another term for self-parodying
 .













self-parody

 
/ˈˌself ˈperədē/






noun




the intentional or inadvertent parodying or exaggeration of one's usual behavior or speech




•
 
they are soft-spoken and clean-cut to the point of self-parody.




















self-parodying






adjective




appearing to parody one's usual behavior or speech, especially inadvertently




•
 
pathetic, self-parodying former beauty queens propped up by surgery and cosmetics.



















self-perpetuating

 
/ˈˌself pərˈpeCHəˌwādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




perpetuating itself or oneself without external agency or intervention




•
 
the self-perpetuating power of the bureaucracy.














II.
 
derivatives





self-perpetuation






noun





















self-pity

 
/ˈˌself ˈpidē/






noun




excessive, self-absorbed unhappiness over one's own troubles.













self-pitying

 
/ˌself ˈpidēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by self-pity




•
 
he was in one of his self-pitying moods.














II.
 
derivatives





self-pityingly






adverb





















self-policing





I.
 
noun




the process of keeping order or maintaining control within a community without accountability or reference to an external authority.








II.
 
adjective




(of a community) independently responsible for keeping and maintaining order




•
 
as long as the Internet community was relatively small, it could be self-policing.



















self-pollination

 
/ˈˌself ˌpäləˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the pollination of a flower by pollen from the same flower or from another flower on the same plant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-pollinated






adjective













2.
 
self-pollinating






adjective













3.
 
self-pollinator






noun





















self-portrait





I.
 
noun




a portrait of an artist produced or created by that artist.








II.
 
derivatives





self-portraiture






noun





















self-possessed

 
/ˈˌself pəˈzest/






adjective




calm, confident, and in control of one's feelings; composed.













self-possession






noun




the state or feeling of being calm, confident, and in control of one's feelings; composure.













self-praise

 
/ˈˌself ˈprāz/






noun




praise of oneself; boasting.













self-preservation

 
/ˈˌself ˌprezərˈvāSHən/






noun




the protection of oneself from harm or death, especially regarded as a basic instinct in human beings and animals.













self-proclaimed

 
/ˈˌself prəˈklāmd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
described as or proclaimed to be such by oneself, without endorsement by others




•
 
exercise books written by self-proclaimed experts.



















self-promotion





I.
 
noun




the action of promoting or publicizing oneself or one's activities, especially in a forceful way




•
 
she's guilty of criminally bad taste and shameless self-promotion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-promoter






noun













2.
 
self-promoting

 
/ˌselfprəˈmōdiNG /






adjective





















self-propagating





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a plant) able to propagate itself.








II.
 
derivatives





self-propagation






noun





















self-propelled

 
/ˈˌself prəˈpeld/





I.
 
adjective




moving or able to move without external propulsion or agency




•
 
a self-propelled weapon.














II.
 
derivatives





self-propelling






adjective





















self-protection

 
/ˈˌself prəˈtekSHən/





I.
 
noun




protection of oneself or itself.








II.
 
derivatives





self-protective

 
/ˈˌself prəˈtektiv /






adjective





















self-proving






adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 (of a will) accompanied by a witnesses' affidavit for which no oral testimony is needed to be admitted to probate




•
 
we recommend that all wills be self-proving.










2.
 


[Law]

 of or relating to an affidavit that makes a will self-proving




•
 
attached to the will offered for probate was a self-proving affidavit and certificate executed by the testatrix, the two witnesses to the will, and a notary public.



















self-publicist

 
/ˌselfˈpəbləsəst/






noun




a person who publicly promotes themselves or their accomplishments




•
 
a charismatic figure—albeit something of a self-publicist.



















self-publish





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a writer) publish (a piece of one's work) independently and at one's own expense




•
 
eighteen months ago, he was an unknown writer who self-published his book with a minuscule print run of 20.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
self-published

 )
 — (of a writer) having published their work independently and at their own expense




•
 
a self-published author.














II.
 
derivatives





self-publisher






noun





















self-punishment






noun




the inflicting of punishment on oneself




•
 
she was unable to break her cycle of self-punishment.



















self-realization






noun




fulfillment of one's own potential.













self-referential

 
/self ˌrefəˈren(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making reference to itself or oneself.




2.
 
(of a literary or other creative work) making reference to itself, its author or creator, or their other work




•
 
self-referential elements in Donne's poems.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-reference






noun













2.
 
self-referentiality






noun













3.
 
self-referentially






adverb





















self-reflection





I.
 
noun




meditation or serious thought about one's character, actions, and motives.








II.
 
derivatives





self-reflective






adjective





















self-reflexive






adjective




containing a reflection or image of itself; self-referential




•
 
sociology's self-reflexive critique.



















self-regard

 
/ˈˌself rəˈɡärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
regard or consideration for oneself; self-respect.




2.
 
conceit; vanity.








II.
 
derivatives





self-regarding

 
/ˈˌself rəˈɡärdiNG /






adjective





















self-regulating

 
/ˈˌself ˈreɡyəˌlādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




regulating itself without intervention from external bodies




•
 
advertising is governed by a self-regulating system.














II.
 
derivatives





self-regulatory

 
/ˈˌself ˈreɡyələˌtôrē /






adjective





















self-regulation

 
/ˌselfˌreɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




the fact of something such as an organization regulating itself without intervention from external bodies




•
 
the pros and cons of industry self-regulation versus government legislation




•
 
self-regulation of the press.



















self-reliance






noun




reliance on one's own powers and resources rather than those of others.













self-reliant





I.
 
adjective




reliant on one's own powers and resources rather than those of others




•
 
a self-reliant little girl.














II.
 
derivatives





self-reliantly






adverb





















self-renewal

 
/ˈˌself rəˈnyo͞oəl ˈˌself rēˈnyo͞oəl/





I.
 
noun




the process of renewing oneself or itself.








II.
 
derivatives





self-renewing






adjective





















self-renunciation






noun




renunciation of one's own will; self-sacrifice; unselfishness.













self-report






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide details about (one's circumstances, typically one's medical or psychological condition)




•
 
35% of participants self-reported a history of asthma.



















self-reproach

 
/ˈˌself rəˈprōCH ˈˌself rēˈprōCH/





I.
 
noun




reproach or blame directed at oneself




•
 
the bitter tears of self-reproach.














II.
 
derivatives





self-reproachful






adjective





















self-respect






noun




pride and confidence in oneself; a feeling that one is behaving with honor and dignity.













self-respecting






adjective



1.
 
having self-respect




•
 
proud, self-respecting mountain villagers.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹often humorous›

 a person who merits a particular role or name




•
 
no self-respecting editor would run such an article.



















self-restraint





I.
 
noun




restraint imposed by oneself on one's own actions; self-control.








II.
 
derivatives





self-restrained






adjective





















self-revealing





I.
 
adjective




revealing one's character or motives, especially inadvertently




•
 
his most intimate and self-revealing book.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-revelation






noun













2.
 
self-revelatory






adjective





















self-righteous

 
/ˌself ˈrīCHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or characterized by a certainty, especially an unfounded one, that one is totally correct or morally superior




•
 
self-righteous indignation and complacency.














II.
 
derivatives





self-righteously

 
/ˌself ˈrīCHəslē /






adverb





















self-righteousness






noun




the quality or state of being self-righteous.













self-righting

 
/ˈˌself ˌrīdiNG/






adjective




(of a boat) designed to right itself when capsized.













self-rising flour

 
/self ˈrīziNG ˈflou(ə)r/






noun






(US)

 flour that has a leavening agent already added.













self-rule

 
/ˈˌself ˈro͞ol/






noun




another term for self-government
 (
sense

 1).













self-ruling

 
/ˌselfˈro͞oliNG/






adjective




(of a country or region) having the freedom to govern itself or control its own affairs




•
 
a self-ruling island.



















self-sacrifice

 
/self ˈsakrəˌfīs/





I.
 
noun




the giving up of one's own interests or wishes in order to help others or to advance a cause.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
self-sacrificial






adjective













2.
 
self-sacrificing

 
/ˈˌself ˈsakrəˌfīsiNG /






adjective





















selfsame

 
/ˈselfsām/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ] (usu. 
the selfsame

 )


1.
 
exactly the same




•
 
he was standing in the selfsame spot you're filling now.



















self-satisfaction






noun




excessive satisfaction with oneself or one's achievements; smug complacency




•
 
a look of self-satisfaction.



















self-satisfied

 
/self ˈsadəˌsfīd/






adjective




excessively and unwarrantedly satisfied with oneself or one's achievements; smugly complacent




•
 
a pompous, self-satisfied fool




•
 
a self-satisfied smirk




•
 
a self-satisfied air.



















self-sealing

 
/ˈˌself ˈsēliNG/






adjective



1.
 
sealing itself without the usual process or procedure, in particular




2.
 
(of a tire, fuel tank, etc.) able to seal small punctures automatically.




3.
 
(of an envelope) self-adhesive.













self-seed

 
/ˈˌself ˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) propagate itself by seed


(as 
adj.

 
self-seeding

 )


•
 
the early-blooming, self-seeding primula.














II.
 
derivatives





self-seeder






noun





















self-seeking

 
/ˈˌself ˈsēkiNG/





I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for self-serving
 .








II.
 
derivatives





self-seeker






noun





















self-select





I.
 
verb



1.
 
choose for oneself


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
participants were asked to self-select their titles, which were divided into executive and non-executive.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — determine one's own status with regard to membership in a group




•
 
the crowd self-selects because this isn't a club for the passing trade.














II.
 
adjective




allowing users to select




•
 
the chain decided to move condoms from the pharmacy counter to self-select stands.



















self-selection





I.
 
noun




the action of putting oneself forward for something.








II.
 
derivatives





self-selecting






adjective





















self-service

 
/ˈˌself ˈsərvəs/





I.
 
adjective




denoting a store, restaurant, or service station where customers select goods for themselves or service their car for themselves and pay a cashier




•
 
a self-service cafeteria.














II.
 
noun




the system whereby customers select goods for themselves or service their car for themselves and pay a cashier




•
 
providing quick self-service.




















self-serving

 
/ˈˌself ˈsərviNG/





I.
 
adjective




having concern for one's own welfare and interests before those of others




•
 
public accountability is replaced by self-serving propaganda.














II.
 
noun




concern for oneself before others.













self-similar





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 (of an object or set of objects) similar to itself at a different time, or to a copy of itself on a different scale.








II.
 
derivatives





self-similarity






noun





















self-slaughter






noun






‹literary›

 suicide.













self-soothe






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a young child, especially one left to fall asleep on their own) stop crying without being comforted by a parent or caregiver




•
 
my son only started self-soothing when he was eight months old.










2.
 
comfort oneself when unhappy or distressed




•
 
many of us self-soothe with junk food, a glass of wine, maybe some mindless TV.



















self-sow

 
/selfˈsō/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) propagate itself by seed


(as 
adj.

 
self-sown

 )


•
 
a batch of self-sown seedlings.



















self-starter

 
/ˈˌself ˈstärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is sufficiently motivated or ambitious to start a new career or business or to pursue further education without the help of others




•
 
he was the self-starter who worked his way up from messenger boy to account executive.










2.
 


‹dated›

 the starter of a motor-vehicle engine.








II.
 
derivatives





self-starting






adjective





















self-sterile





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 incapable of self-fertilization.








II.
 
derivatives





self-sterility






noun





















self-stick






adjective




coated with an adhesive on one side for ready application to a surface




•
 
peel off self-stick backing and attach to either side.



















self-stimulation






noun



1.
 
used euphemistically to refer to masturbation.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 a phenomenon that occurs in the hypothalamus and other areas of the brain, in which the propagation of electrical stimulation has positive reinforcing properties that act to maintain and perpetuate the impulses.













self-storage






noun




a system whereby individuals rent containers or units of space within a large warehouse to store possessions.













self-styled

 
/ˈˌself ˈstīld/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
using a description or title that one has given oneself




•
 
self-styled experts




•
 
the self-styled president of Bougainville.



















self-subsistent






adjective




subsistent without dependence on or support from external agencies




•
 
this colony was virtually self-subsistent, in management methods as in food.



















self-sufficiency






noun




the quality or condition of being self-sufficient




•
 
a means of developing economic self-sufficiency.



















self-sufficient

 
/ˈˌself səˈfiSHənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
needing no outside help in satisfying one's basic needs, especially with regard to the production of food




•
 
I don't think Botswana, due to the climate, could ever be self-sufficient in food.










2.
 
emotionally and intellectually independent




•
 
their son was a little bit of a loner and very self-sufficient.














II.
 
derivatives





self-sufficiently






adverb





















self-suggestion






noun




another term for autosuggestion
 .













self-supporting

 
/ˈˌself səˈpôrdiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the resources to be able to survive without outside assistance.




2.
 
staying up or upright without being supported by something else




•
 
arches were originally self-supporting structures.














II.
 
derivatives





self-support






noun





















self-surrender






noun




the surrender of oneself or one's will to an external influence, an emotion, or another person.













self-sustaining

 
/ˈˌself səsˈtāniNG/





I.
 
adjective




able to continue in a healthy state without outside assistance




•
 
his puny farms were years from being self-sustaining.














II.
 
derivatives





self-sustained






adjective





















self-system






noun






[Psychology]

 the complex of drives and responses relating to the self; the set of potentialities that develop in an individual's character in response to parental and other external influences.













self-tanner

 
self-tan





I.
 
noun




a lotion containing ingredients that react with the skin to produce an artificial suntan.




•
 
even if a self-tanner contains SPF, you still need additional protection.




•
 
what's the best way to apply self-tanner so that it looks natural?














II.
 
derivatives





self-tanning

 
/ˌselfˈtaniNG /






adjective





















self-tapping






adjective




(of a screw) able to cut thread in the material into which it is inserted.













self-taught

 
/ˈˌself ˈtôt/






adjective




having acquired knowledge or skill on one's own initiative rather than through formal instruction or training




•
 
a self-taught graphic artist.



















self-timer






noun




a mechanism in a camera that introduces a delay between the operation of the shutter release and the opening of the shutter, so that the photographer can be included in the photograph.













self-titled






noun




(of an album, CD, etc.) having a title that is the same as the performer's name.













self-torture

 
/ˈˌself ˈtôrCHər/






noun




the inflicting of pain, especially mental pain, on oneself.













self-tracking






noun




the practice of systematically recording information about one's diet, health, or activities, typically by means of a smartphone, so as to discover behavioral patterns that may then be adjusted to help improve one's physical or mental well-being




•
 
self-tracking may provide a glimpse of the future of healthcare.



















self-transcendence






noun




the overcoming of the limits of the individual self and its desires in spiritual contemplation and realization.













self-understanding

 
/ˈˌself ˌəndərˈstandiNG/






noun




awareness of and ability to understand one's own actions and reactions.













self-willed

 
/ˈˌself ˈwild/





I.
 
adjective




obstinately doing what one wants in spite of the wishes or orders of others




•
 
the child may be very obstinate and self-willed.














II.
 
derivatives





self-will

 
/ˈˌself ˈwil /






noun





















self-winding

 
/ˌselfˈwīndiNG/






adjective




(chiefly of a watch) wound by some automatic means, such as an electric motor or the movement of the wearer, rather than by hand.













self-worth

 
/ˈˌself ˈwərTH/






noun




another term for self-esteem
 .













Seljuk

 
/selˈjo͞ok, ˈselˌjo͞ok/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of the Turkish dynasties that ruled Asia Minor in the 11th to 13th centuries, successfully invading the Byzantine Empire and defending the Holy Land against the Crusaders.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Seljuks.








III.
 
derivatives





Seljukian

 
/-ˈjo͞okēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Turkish 
seljūq

 , the name of the reputed ancestor of the dynasty.






selkie

 
/ˈselkē /

 
selky
 , silkie





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 a mythical creature that resembles a seal in the water but assumes human form on land.











– origin

 from 
selch

 , variant of seal
 2
 , + -ie
 .





Selkirk, Alexander

 
/ˈselˌkərk/






(1676–1721), Scottish sailor; also called 
Alexander Selcraig

 . His experiences on one of the uninhabited Juan Fernandez Islands formed the basis of Daniel Defoe's novel 
Robinson Crusoe

 (1719).










sell

 
/sel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or hand over (something) in exchange for money




•
 
they had sold the car




•
 
the family business had been 
sold off






•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I was trying to sell him my butterfly collection.










2.
 
have a stock of (something) available for sale




•
 
the store sells hi-fis, TVs, videos, and other electrical goods.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing) be purchased




•
 
this magazine of yours won't sell.










4.
 
(of a publication or recording) attain sales of (a specified number of copies)




•
 
the album sold 6 million copies in the U.S.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sell for/at

 )
 — be available for sale at (a specified price)




•
 
these antiques sell for about $375.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sell out

 )
 — sell all of one's stock of something




•
 
they had nearly 
sold out of

 the initial run of 75,000 copies.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sell out

 )
 — be all sold




•
 
it was clear that the performances would not sell out.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sell through

 )
 — (of a product) be purchased by a customer from a retail outlet.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sell up

 )
 — sell all of one's property, possessions, or assets




•
 
Ernest sold up and retired.










10.
 
(
sell oneself

 )
 — have sex in exchange for money




•
 
if she was going to sell herself then it would be as well not to come too cheap.










11.
 


‹archaic›

 offer (something) dishonorably for money or other reward; make a matter of corrupt bargaining




•
 
do not your lawyers sell all their practice, as your priests their prayers?










12.
 
(
sell someone out

 )
 — betray someone for one's own financial or material benefit




•
 
the clansmen became tenants and the chiefs sold them out.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sell out

 )
 — abandon one's principles for reasons of expedience




•
 
the prime minister has come under fire for 
selling out to

 the U.S.










14.
 
persuade someone of the merits of




•
 
he sold the idea of making a film about Tchaikovsky




•
 
he could get work but he just won't sell himself.










15.
 
be the reason for (something) being bought




•
 
what sells CDs to most people is convenience.










16.
 
cause (someone) to become enthusiastic about


(as 
adj.

 
sold

 )


•
 
I'm just not 
sold on

 the idea.










17.
 


‹archaic›

 trick or deceive (someone)




•
 
what we want is to go out of here quiet, and talk this show up, and sell the rest of the town.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an act of selling or attempting to sell something




•
 
the excitement of scientific achievement is too subtle a sell to stir the public.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a disappointment, typically one arising from being deceived as to the merits of something




•
 
actually, Hawaii's a bit of a sell.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
sell someone a bill of goods






see bill of goods
 .









2.
 
sell someone down the river






see river
 .









3.
 
sell someone a (or the) dummy






see dummy
 .









4.
 
sell someone a pup






see pup
 .









5.
 
sell short






see short
 .









6.
 
sell someone/something short






fail to recognize or state the true value of




•
 
don't sell yourself short—you've got what it takes.















7.
 
sell one's soul (to the devil)






do or be willing to do anything, no matter how wrong it is, in order to achieve one's objective




•
 
universities are selling their souls for commercial success.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sellable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sellan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
selja

 ‘give up, sell.’ Early use included the sense ‘give, hand (something) over voluntarily in response to a request.’





sella

 
/ˈselə /

 
sella turcica





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a depression in the sphenoid bone, containing the pituitary gland.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘saddle,’ (in full) ‘Turkish saddle.’





sell-by date

 
/ˈsel ˌbī ˌdāt/






noun



1.
 
a date marked on a perishable product indicating the recommended time by which it should be sold




•
 
milk past its sell-by date.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a time after which something or someone is no longer considered desirable or effective




•
 
do broadcasters have a sell-by date?



















selldown

 
/ˈselˌdoun/






noun




widespread selling of futures, securities, or commodities, triggered by or resulting in falling prices




•
 
a selldown of banking stocks which, in turn, would further depress the market.



















seller

 
/ˈselər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who sells something




•
 
street sellers of newspapers, flowers, etc.










2.
 
(
the seller

 )
 — the party in a legal transaction who is selling




•
 
the seller may accept the buyer's offer.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a product that sells in some specified way




•
 
the game will undoubtedly be the biggest seller of the year.














II.
 
phrases





seller's (or sellers') market






an economic situation in which goods or shares are scarce and sellers can keep prices high.

















Sellers, Peter

 
/ˈselərz/






(1925–80), English comic actor. He established his reputation on 
The Goon Show

 , a radio series of the 1950s, but he is best known for the “Pink Panther” series of movies of the 1960s and 1970s, in which he played French detective Inspector Clouseau. Other notable movies: 
The Lady Killers

 (1955) and 
Dr. Strangelove

 (1964).









sell-in

 
/ˈselin/






noun




the sale of goods to retail traders prior to public retailing.













selling point

 
/seliNG point/






noun




a feature of a product for sale that makes it attractive to customers.













selling race






noun




a horse race after which the winning horse must be auctioned.













sell-off

 
/ˈsel ˌôf/






noun



1.
 
a sale of assets, typically at a low price, carried out in order to dispose of them rather than as normal trade.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sale of shares, bonds, or commodities, especially one that causes a fall in price.













sellout

 
/ˈselˌout/






noun



1.
 
the selling of an entire stock of something, especially tickets for an entertainment or sports event.




2.
 
an event for which all tickets are sold




•
 
the game is sure to be a sellout.










3.
 
a sale of a business or company.




4.
 
a betrayal of one's principles for reasons of expedience




•
 
one of the biggest political sellouts in decades.



















sell-through

 
/ˈsel ˌTHro͞o/






noun



1.
 
the ratio of the quantity of goods sold by a retail outlet to the quantity distributed to it wholesale




•
 
the sell-through was amazing, 60 percent.










2.
 
the retail sale of something, typically a prerecorded videocassette, as opposed to its rental


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the burgeoning sell-through market.



















Selma

 
/ˈselmə/






an industrial city in south central Alabama, on the Alabama River; pop. 18,847 (est. 2008).









seltzer

 
/ˈseltsər /

 
seltzer water





I.
 
noun



1.
 
soda water.




2.
 
medicinal mineral water from Niederselters in Germany.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of German 
Selterser

 , from 
(Nieder)selters

 (see above).





selva

 
/ˈselvə/





I.
 
noun




a tract of land covered by dense equatorial forest, especially in the Amazon basin.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish or Portuguese, from Latin 
silva

 ‘woods.’





selvage

 
/ˈselvij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edge produced on woven fabric during manufacture that prevents it from unraveling.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a zone of altered rock, especially volcanic glass, at the edge of a rock mass.











– origin

 late Middle English: from an alteration of self
 + edge
 , on the pattern of early modern Dutch 
selfegghe

 . The geological term dates from the 1930s.





selves

 
/selvz/






plural form of self
 .









Selye, Hans Hugo Bruno

 
/ˈselyā/






(1907–82), Canadian physician, born in Austria. He showed that environmental stress and anxiety could result in the release of hormones that, over a long period, could produce biochemical and physiological disorders.









Selznick, David O.

 
/ˈselznik/






(1902–65), US movie producer; full name 
David Oliver Selznick

 . He made 
King Kong

 (1933) for RKO and 
Anna Karenina

 (1935) for MGM before establishing his own production company in 1936, where he produced such screen classics as 
Gone with the Wind

 (1939) and 
Rebecca

 (1940).









SEM






abbreviation




scanning electron microscope.













sem.






abbreviation




semicolon.













Sem.






abbreviation



1.
 
seminary.




2.
 
(also 
Sem

 )
 — Semitic.













semacode

 
/ˈseməˌkōd/






noun




an optical pattern that encodes a URL for recognition by mobile phone cameras, enabling the user to access a web page by scanning the code with the telephone.













semantic

 
/səˈman(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to meaning in language or logic.








II.
 
derivatives





semantically

 
/səˈman(t)ək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
sémantique

 , from Greek 
sēmantikos

 ‘significant,’ from 
sēmainein

 ‘signify,’ from 
sēma

 ‘sign.’





semantic field






noun






[Linguistics]

 a lexical set of semantically related items, e.g., verbs of perception.













semanticity

 
/ˌsimanˈtisədē/






noun




the quality that a linguistic system has of being able to convey meanings, in particular by reference to the world of physical reality.













semantics

 
/səˈman(t)iks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics and logic concerned with meaning. There are a number of branches and subbranches of semantics, including 
formal semantics

 , which studies the logical aspects of meaning, such as sense, reference, implication, and logical form, 
lexical semantics

 , which studies word meanings and word relations, and 
conceptual semantics

 , which studies the cognitive structure of meaning.




2.
 
the meaning of a word, phrase, sentence, or text




•
 
such quibbling over semantics may seem petty stuff.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
semantician

 
/ˌsēmanˈtiSHən /






noun













2.
 
semanticist

 
/səˈman(t)əsəst /






noun





















Semantic Web






noun




a proposed development of the World Wide Web in which data in web pages is structured and tagged in such a way that it can be read directly by computers




•
 
the Semantic Web could usher in a golden age of information access.



















semaphore

 
/ˈseməˌfôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of sending messages by holding the arms or two flags or poles in certain positions according to an alphabetic code.




2.
 
a signal sent by semaphore.




3.
 
an apparatus for signaling, consisting of an upright with movable parts.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a message) by semaphore or by signals resembling semaphore




•
 
Josh stands facing the rear and semaphoring the driver's intentions.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
semaphoric

 
/ˌseməˈfôrik /






adjective













2.
 
semaphorically

 
/ˌseməˈfôrik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a signaling apparatus): from French 
sémaphore

 , formed irregularly from Greek 
sēma

 ‘sign’ + -phore
 .





Semarang

 
/səˈmäˌräNG/






a port in Indonesia, on the northern coast of Java; pop. 1,396,000 (est. 2007).










semasiology

 
/səˌmāsēˈäləjē səˌmāzēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of linguistics that deals with words and phrases and the concepts that they represent.

Compare with onomasiology
 .








II.
 
derivatives





semasiological

 
/-əˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Semasiologie

 , from Greek 
sēmasia

 ‘meaning,’ from 
sēmainein

 ‘signify.’





semblable

 
/ˈsembləbəl/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a counterpart or equal to someone




•
 
this person is our brother, our semblable, our very self.

















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective meaning ‘like, similar’): from Old French, from 
sembler

 ‘seem.’






semblance

 
/ˈsembləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outward appearance or apparent form of something, especially when the reality is different




•
 
she tried to force her thoughts back into 
some semblance of

 order.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 resemblance; similarity




•
 
it bears some 
semblance to

 the thing I have in mind.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
sembler

 ‘seem,’ from Latin 
similare

 , 
simulare

 ‘simulate.’





semé

 
/səˈmā /

 
semée





I.
 
adjective






[Heraldry]

 covered with small bearings of indefinite number (e.g., stars, fleurs-de-lis) arranged all over the field.











– origin

 late Middle English: French, literally ‘sown,’ past participle of 
semer

 .






Semei

 
/ˈsemā /

 
Semey






an industrial city and river port in eastern Kazakhstan, on the Irtysh River, close to the border with Russia; pop. 281,800 (est. 2006). Founded in the 18th century, it was known as Semipalatinsk until 1991.









Semele

 
/ˈseməlē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the mother, by Zeus, of Dionysus. The fire of Zeus's thunderbolts killed her but made her child immortal.









semen

 
/ˈsēmən/





I.
 
noun




the male reproductive fluid, containing spermatozoa in suspension.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘seed,’ from 
serere

 ‘to sow.’





semester

 
/səˈmestər/





I.
 
noun




a half-year term in a school or college, typically lasting fifteen to eighteen weeks.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Semester

 , from Latin 
semestris

 ‘six-monthly,’ from 
sex

 ‘six’ + 
mensis

 ‘month.’





semesterly

 
/səˈmestərlē/






adjective




happening or appearing once per academic semester




•
 
fines may be added onto semesterly expenses.



















semi

 
/ˈsemī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a tractor-trailer




•
 
she pulled into the path of a semi.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a semifinal




•
 
they defeated them in the semi.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 a semidetached house




•
 
a three-bedroom semi.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






semi-

 
/ˈsemē/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
half




•
 
semicircular.










2.
 
occurring or appearing twice in a specified period




•
 
semiannual.










3.
 
partly; in some degree or particular




•
 
semiconscious.










4.
 
almost




•
 
semidarkness.

















– origin

 from Latin; related to Greek 
hēmi-

 .





semiacoustic

 
/ˌsemēəˈko͞ostik, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a guitar) having both one or more pickups and a hollow body, typically with f-holes.








II.
 
noun




a semi-acoustic guitar.













semiannual

 
/ˌsemēˈany(o͞o)əl ˌseˌmīˈany(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring twice a year; half-yearly




•
 
their semiannual meetings.










2.
 
(of a plant) living for half a year only.








II.
 
noun




a semiannual plant.








III.
 
derivatives





semiannually






adverb





















semiaquatic

 
/ˌsemīəˈkwädik ˌsemēəˈkwädik ˌsemīəˈkwadik ˌsemēəˈkwadik/






adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) living partly on land and partly in water




•
 
semiaquatic crocodiles.










2.
 
(of a plant) growing in very wet or waterlogged ground.













semiautobiographical

 
/ˌsemiˌôtəˌbīəˈɡrafikl, ˌsemī-/






adjective




(of a written work) dealing partly with the writer's own life but also containing fictional elements.













semiautomatic

 
/ˌsemēˌôdəˈmadik ˌsemˌīˌôdəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
partially automatic




•
 
a semiautomatic climate-control system.










2.
 
(of a firearm) having a mechanism for self-loading but not for continuous firing




•
 
semiautomatic rifles.














II.
 
noun




a semiautomatic firearm.













semiautonomous

 
/ˌsemēôˈtänəməs ˌsemīôˈtänəməs/






adjective



1.
 
(of a country, state, or community) having a degree of, but not complete, self-government




•
 
Russia's semiautonomous republics.










2.
 
acting independently to some degree




•
 
semiautonomous working groups.



















semibasement

 
/ˈsemēˌbāsmənt ˈsemīˌbāsmənt/






noun




a story of a building partly below ground level.













semibold

 
/ˈsemēˌbōld/






adjective






[Printing]

 printed in a typeface with thick strokes but not as thick as bold.














semibreve

 
/ˈsemēˌbrēv/






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a whole note.













semicircle

 
/ˈsemēˌsərk(ə)l ˈsemˌīˌsərk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a half of a circle or of its circumference.




2.
 
a set of objects arranged in a semicircle




•
 
chairs were in a semicircle around the hearth.














II.
 
derivatives





semicircular

 
/ˌsemēˈsərkyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
semicirculus

 (see semi-
 , circle
 ).





semicircular canals






plural noun




three fluid-filled bony channels in the inner ear. They are situated at right angles to each other and provide information about orientation to the brain to help maintain balance.













semicivilized

 
/ˌsemēˈsivəˌlīzd, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective




partially civilized.













semiclassical

 
/ˌsemēˈklasikəl, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective



1.
 
(of music) having elements both of classical music and of other more popular genres.




2.
 


[Physics]

 (of a theory or method) intermediate between a classical or Newtonian description and one based on quantum mechanics or relativity.













semicolon

 
/ˈsemēˌkōlən ˈsemīˌkōlən/






noun




a punctuation mark (;) indicating a pause, typically between two main clauses, that is more pronounced than that indicated by a comma.













semiconducting

 
/ˈsemēkənˌdəktiNG, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective




(of a material or device) having the properties of a semiconductor.













semiconductor

 
/ˈsemēkənˌdəktər ˈsemˌīkənˌdəktər/






noun




a solid substance that has a conductivity between that of an insulator and that of most metals, either due to the addition of an impurity or because of temperature effects. Devices made of semiconductors, notably silicon, are essential components of most electronic circuits.













semiconscious

 
/ˌsemēˈkänSHəs ˌsemīˈkänSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) only partially conscious




•
 
he dragged out the semiconscious pilot.










2.
 
(of a feeling or memory) of which the person experiencing it is only vaguely or partially aware




•
 
semiconscious obsessions.














II.
 
derivatives





semiconsciousness






noun





















semiconservative

 
/ˌsemēkənˈsərvətiv, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or denoting replication of a nucleic acid in which one complete strand of each double helix is directly derived from the parent molecule.








II.
 
derivatives





semiconservatively






adverb





















semicrystalline

 
/ˌsemēˈkristələn, ˌsemˌī-, -ˌlīn/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a solid) possessing crystalline character to some degree.













semicylinder

 
/ˌsemēˈsiləndər, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
noun






[Geometry]

 half of a cylinder cut longitudinally.








II.
 
derivatives





semicylindrical

 
/ˌsemēˌsəˈlindrikəl, ˌsemˌī- /






adjective





















semidarkness

 
/ˌsemēˈdärknəs ˌsemīˈdärknəs/






noun




a light level in which it is possible to see, but not clearly.













semidemisemiquaver

 
/ˌsemēˌdemēˈsemēˌkwāvər/






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for hemidemisemiquaver
 .













semiderelict

 
/ˌsemēˈderəlikt, ˌsemī-/






adjective




in a partially derelict state




•
 
a semiderelict farmhouse.



















semidetached

 
/ˌsemēdəˈtaCHt ˌsemīdēˈtaCHt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a house) joined to another house on one side only by a common wall.








II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a semidetached house.













semidiameter

 
/ˌsemēdīˈamitər, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 
[Geometry]

 half of a diameter; radius.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin.





semidocumentary

 
/ˌsemēˌdäkyəˈment(ə)rē, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
adjective




(of a movie) having a factual background and a fictitious story.








II.
 
noun




a semidocumentary movie.













semidome

 
/ˈsemēˌdōm, ˌsemˌī-/






noun






[Architecture]

 a half-dome formed by vertical section.













semidouble

 
/ˌsemēˈdəbəl, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective




(of a flower) intermediate between single and double in having only the outer stamens converted to petals.













semielliptical

 
/ˌsemēiˈliptik(ə)l ˌsemˌīiˈliptik(ə)l/






adjective




having the shape of half of an ellipse bisected by one of its diameters, especially the major axis.













semievergreen

 
/ˌsemēˈevərɡrēn/






adjective




(of a tree or shrub) retaining foliage part way through a season in which the leaves would normally be lost.













semifinal

 
/ˌsemēˈfīnl ˌsemīˈfīnl/





I.
 
noun




a game or round immediately preceding the final, the winner of which goes on to the final.








II.
 
derivatives





semifinalist

 
/ˈˌseˌmīˈfīnləst ˈˌsemēˈfīnləst /






noun





















semifinished

 
/ˌsemēˈfiniSHt/






adjective




prepared for the final stage of manufacture




•
 
crude steel and semifinished metal products.



















semifitted

 
/ˌsemēˈfitid, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective




(of a garment) shaped to the body but not closely fitted




•
 
a single-breasted semifitted jacket.




















semifluid

 
/ˌsemēˈflo͞oid/





I.
 
adjective




having a thick consistency between solid and liquid.








II.
 
noun




a semifluid substance.













semiformal

 
/ˌsemēˈfôrməl, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
combining formal and informal elements




•
 
in the semiformal atmosphere irritations can be aired.










2.
 
used to describe clothing that is neither formal nor casual and that is typically worn for a dance, wedding, or other event




•
 
the casino has a semiformal dress code (men must wear a tie and jacket).














II.
 
noun




an event at which semiformal attire is expected




•
 
it had organized its own spring semiformal at a nearby hotel.



















semifreddo

 
/semēˈfredō/





I.
 
noun




a partially frozen Italian dessert.











– origin

 Italian, from 
semi-

 semi-
 + 
freddo

 ‘cold.’





semigloss

 
/ˈsemēˌɡläs, ˈsemˌī-, -ˌɡlôs/






noun




a paint that dries to a moderately glossy sheen.













semi-independent

 
/ˌsemēˌindəˈpendənt/






adjective




partially free from outside control; not wholly depending on another's authority




•
 
detachments are semi-independent units that are armed differently from their regiment.



















semi-invalid

 
/ˌsemēˈinvəlid, ˌsemˌī-/






noun




a partially disabled or somewhat infirm person.













semilethal

 
/ˌsemēˈlēTHəl, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective






[Genetics]

 relating to or denoting an allele or chromosomal abnormality that impairs the viability of most of the individuals homozygous for it.













semiliquid

 
/ˌsemēˈlikwid, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective, noun




another term for semifluid
 .













semiliterate

 
/ˌsemēˈlidərit ˌsemīˈlidərit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to read or write with ease or fluency; poorly educated




•
 
a high proportion of the population is still relatively poor and semiliterate.










2.
 
(of a text) poorly written




•
 
the semiliterate glossies.














II.
 
noun




a person who is poorly educated or unable to read or write with ease or fluency.








III.
 
derivatives





semiliteracy

 
/-əsē /






noun





















Sémillon

 
/ˌsemēlˈyän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white wine grape grown in France and elsewhere.




2.
 
a white wine made from the Sémillon grape.











– origin

 French dialect, based on Latin 
semen

 ‘seed.’





semilunar

 
/ˌsemīˈlo͞onər ˌsemēˈlo͞onər/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 shaped like a half-moon or crescent.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
semilunaris

 (see semi-
 , lunar
 ).





semilunar bone






noun




another term for lunate bone
 (see lunate
 ).













semilunar cartilage






noun




a crescent-shaped cartilage in the knee.













semilunar valve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of valves in the heart, at the bases of the aorta and the pulmonary artery, consisting of three cusps or flaps that prevent the flow of blood back into the heart.













semimajor axis

 
/ˈsemēˈmājər, ˈsemˌī-/






noun






[Geometry]

 either of the halves of the major axis of an ellipse.













semiminor axis

 
/ˈsemēˈmīnər, ˈsemˌī-/






noun






[Geometry]

 either of the halves of the minor axis of an ellipse.













semimonocoque

 
/ˌsemēˈmänəˌkōk, -ˌkäk, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective




relating to or denoting aircraft or vehicle structures combining a load-bearing shell with integral frames.













semimonthly

 
/ˌsemēˈmənTHlē/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 occurring or published twice a month




•
 
semimonthly paydays.



















seminal

 
/ˈsemənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a work, event, moment, or figure) strongly influencing later developments




•
 
his seminal work on chaos theory.










2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting semen.




3.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or derived from the seed of a plant.








II.
 
derivatives





seminally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
seminal

 or Latin 
seminalis

 , from 
semen

 ‘seed.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





seminal vesicle






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of glands that open into the vas deferens near its junction with the urethra and secrete many of the components of semen.














seminar

 
/ˈseməˌnär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a conference or other meeting for discussion or training.




2.
 
a class at a college or university in which a topic is discussed by a teacher and a small group of students.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Seminar

 , from Latin 
seminarium

 (see seminary
 ).






seminary

 
/ˈseməˌnerē/





I.
 
noun




a college that prepares students to be priests, ministers, or rabbis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seminarian

 
/ˌseməˈnerēən /






noun













2.
 
seminarist

 
/ˈseməˌnerəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a seed plot): from Latin 
seminarium

 ‘seed plot,’ neuter of 
seminarius

 ‘of seed,’ from 
semen

 ‘seed.’





seminiferous

 
/ˌseməˈnif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




producing or conveying semen.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
semen

 , 
semin-

 ‘seed’ + -ferous
 .






Seminole

 
/ˈseməˌnōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Creek confederacy and their descendants, noted for resistance in the 19th century to encroachment on their land in Georgia and Florida. Many were resettled in Oklahoma.




2.
 
either of the Muskogean languages, usually Creek, spoken by the Seminole.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Seminole or their language.











– origin

 from Creek 
simanōli, simalōni

 , from American Spanish 
cimarrón

 ‘wild,’(as a noun) ‘escaped slave’; compare with Maroon
 .





semiochemical

 
/ˌsemē-ōˈkemikəl, ˌsēmē-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a pheromone or other chemical that conveys a signal from one organism to another so as to modify the behavior of the recipient organism.













semiofficial

 
/ˌsemēəˈfiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective




having some, but not full, official authority or recognition




•
 
a semiofficial visit.














II.
 
derivatives





semiofficially






adverb





















semiology

 
/ˌsemēˈäləjē ˌsēmēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




another term for semiotics
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
semiological

 
/-əˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
semiologist

 
/ˌsēˌmīˈäləjəst ˌseˌmīˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
sēmeion

 ‘sign’ (from 
sēma

 ‘mark’) + -logy
 .





semiopaque

 
/ˌsemēōˈpāk/






adjective




not fully clear or transparent.













semi-opera

 
/ˌseˌmēˈäp(ə)rə, ˌsemˌī-/






noun




a drama or similar entertainment with a substantial proportion of vocal music in addition to instrumental movements.













semiosis

 
/ˌsēmēˈōsis, ˌsemē-, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the process of signification in language or literature.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
sēmeiosis

 ‘(inference from) a sign.’






semiotics

 
/ˌsemēˈädiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of signs and symbols and their use or interpretation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
semiotic

 
/ˌsemēˈädik /






adjective













2.
 
semiotically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
semiotician

 
/ˌsemēəˈtiSHən, ˌsēmēə- /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
sēmeiotikos

 ‘of signs,’ from 
sēmeioun

 ‘interpret as a sign.’





Semipalatinsk

 
/ˌsemipəˈlätinsk, syimipəˈlätyinsk/






former name (until 1991) for Semei
 .









semipalmated

 
/ˌsemēˈpalˌmātid, -ˈpä(l)-, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective




used in names of wading birds that have toes webbed for part of their length, e.g., 
semipalmated sandpiper

 .













semipermanent

 
/ˌsemēˈpərmənənt ˌsemīˈpərmənənt/





I.
 
adjective




less than permanent, but with some stability or endurance




•
 
the company employs him on a semipermanent basis.














II.
 
derivatives





semipermanently






adverb





















semipermeable

 
/ˌsemēˈpərmēəb(ə)l ˌsemīˈpərmēəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a material or membrane) allowing certain substances to pass through it but not others, especially allowing the passage of a solvent but not of certain solutes.













semiprecious

 
/ˌsemēˈpreSHəs ˌsemīˈpreSHəs/






adjective




denoting minerals that can be used as gems but are considered to be less valuable than precious stones.













semiprivate

 
/ˌsemēˈprīvit, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective



1.
 
combining public and private elements




•
 
the design gives every unit its own façade and a semiprivate balcony.










2.
 
(of a hospital room) accommodating two patients.













semipro






adjective, noun






‹informal›

 short for semiprofessional
 .














semiprofessional

 
/ˌsemēprəˈfeSHənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
receiving payment for an activity but not relying entirely on it for a living




•
 
a semiprofessional musician.










2.
 
involving or suitable for people engaged in an activity on a semiprofessional basis




•
 
training at the semiprofessional level.














II.
 
noun




a person who is engaged in an activity on a semiprofessional basis.














semiquaver

 
/ˌsemēˈkwāvər/






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a sixteenth note.













Semiramis

 
/səˈmirəməs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the daughter of an Assyrian goddess who married an Assyrian king. After his death she ruled for many years and became one of the founders of Babylon. She is thought to have been based on the historical queen Sammuramat (
c.

 800 
BC

 ).









semiretired

 
/ˌsemērəˈtī(ə)rd ˌsemīrəˈtīərd/





I.
 
adjective




having retired or withdrawn from employment or an occupation but continuing to work part-time or occasionally.








II.
 
derivatives





semiretirement






noun





















semirigid

 
/ˌsemēˈrijid/






adjective



1.
 
stiff and solid, but not inflexible




•
 
a semirigid polyethylene hose.










2.
 
(of an airship) having a stiffened keel attached to a flexible gas container.













semiskilled

 
/ˌsemēˈskild ˌsemīˈskild/






adjective




(of work or a worker) having or needing some, but not extensive, training




•
 
assembly lines of semiskilled workers.



















semisolid

 
/ˌsemēˈsälid/






adjective




highly viscous; slightly thicker than semifluid.













semisubmersible

 
/ˌsemēsəbˈmərsəbəl, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
adjective




denoting an oil or gas drilling platform or barge with submerged pontoons able to be flooded with water when the vessel is anchored on site in order to provide stability.








II.
 
noun




a semisubmersible oil rig.













semisweet

 
/ˌsemēˈswēt, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) slightly sweetened, but less so than normal




•
 
semisweet chocolates.










2.
 
(of wine) neither dry nor sweet; slightly sweeter than medium dry.













semisynthetic

 
/ˌsemēsinˈTHetik, ˌsemˌī-/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a substance) made by synthesis from a naturally occurring material.













Semite

 
/ˈsemīt/





I.
 
noun




a member of any of the peoples who speak or spoke a Semitic language, including in particular the Jews and Arabs.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Semita

 , via late Latin from Greek 
Sēm

 ‘Shem,’ son of Noah in the Bible, from whom these people were traditionally supposed to be descended.





Semitic

 
/səˈmidik/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting a family of languages that includes Hebrew, Arabic, and Aramaic and certain ancient languages such as Phoenician and Akkadian, constituting the main subgroup of the Afro-Asiatic family.




2.
 
relating to the peoples who speak the Semitic languages, especially Hebrew and Arabic.













semitone

 
/ˈsemēˌtōn ˈsemˌīˌtōn/






noun






[Music]

 the smallest interval used in classical Western music, equal to a twelfth of an octave or half a tone; a half step.













semitrailer

 
/ˈsemēˌtrālər ˈsemˌīˌtrālər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a trailer having wheels at the back but supported at the front by a towing vehicle.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tractor-trailer.













semitransparent

 
/ˌsemētransˈpe(ə)rənt, ˌsemˌī-, -ˈpar-/






adjective




partially or imperfectly transparent.













semitropics

 
/ˌsemēˈträpiks, ˌsemˌī-/





I.
 
plural noun




another term for subtropics
 .








II.
 
derivatives





semitropical

 
/ˈˌsemēˈträpəkəl ˈˌseˌmīˈträpəkəl /






adjective





















semivowel

 
/ˈsemēˌvou(ə)l ˈseˌmīˌvou(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a speech sound intermediate between a vowel and a consonant, e.g., 
w

 or 
y

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from semi-
 + vowel
 , on the pattern of Latin 
semivocalis

 .





semiweekly

 
/ˌsemēˈwēklē/






adjective




occurring twice a week.













Semmelweis, Ignaz Philipp

 
/ˈseməlˌvīs/






(1818–65), Hungarian obstetrician; Hungarian name 
Ignác Fülöp Semmelweis

 . He discovered the infectious character of puerperal fever and advocated rigorous cleanliness and the use of antiseptics by doctors examining patients.









semolina

 
/ˌseməˈlēnə/





I.
 
noun




the hard grains left after the milling of flour, used in puddings and in pasta.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
semolino

 , diminutive of 
semola

 ‘bran,’ from Latin 
simila

 ‘flour.’





semper fidelis

 
/ˌsempər fiˈdālis /

 
semper fi





I.
 
adjective




always faithful (the motto of the US Marine Corps).











– origin

 Latin.





sempervivum

 
/ˌsempərˈvīvəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the houseleek.

[Genus 
Sempervivum

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
semper

 ‘always’ + 
vivus

 ‘living.’





sempiternal

 
/ˌsempəˈtərnl/





I.
 
adjective




eternal and unchanging; everlasting




•
 
his writings have the sempiternal youth of poetry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sempiternally






adverb













2.
 
sempiternity

 
/-ˈtərnitē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sempiternel

 or late Latin 
sempiternalis

 , from Latin 
sempiternus

 , from 
semper

 ‘always’ + 
aeternus

 ‘eternal.’





semplice

 
/ˈsempləˌCHā/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (as a direction) in a simple style of performance.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘simple.’





sempre

 
/ˈsemˌprā/





I.
 
adverb






[Music]

 (in directions) throughout; always




•
 
sempre forte.

















– origin

 Italian.





sempstress

 
/ˈsem(p)strəs/






noun




another term for seamstress
 .













Semtex

 
/ˈsemˌteks/





I.
 
noun




a very pliable, odorless plastic explosive.











– origin

 1980s: probably a blend of 
Semtin

 (the name of a village in the Czech Republic near the place of production) and explosive
 .





sen

 
/sen/






noun



1.
 
a monetary unit of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, and Malaysia, equal to one hundredth of a dollar in Brunei, one hundredth of a riel in Cambodia, one hundredth of a rupiah in Indonesia, and one hundredth of a ringgit in Malaysia.

[representing cent
 .]




2.
 
a former monetary unit in Japan, equal to one hundredth of a yen.

[Japanese.]













Sen.






abbreviation



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 Senate.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 Senator.




3.
 
Senior.













Senanayake, Don Stephen

 
/ˌsāˌnänəˈyäkā/






(1884–1952), Sinhalese statesman; prime minister of Ceylon 1947–52. As prime minister he presided over Ceylon's achievement of full dominion status within the Commonwealth.









senarius

 
/səˈnerēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a Latin verse of six iambic feet.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin (see senary
 ).






senary

 
/ˈsenərē/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 relating to or based on the number six.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
senarius

 ‘containing six,’ based on 
sex

 ‘six.’






senate

 
/ˈsenət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of various legislative or governing bodies, in particular




2.
 
the smaller upper assembly in the US Congress, most US states, France, and other countries.




3.
 
the state council of the ancient Roman republic and empire, which shared legislative power with the popular assemblies, administration with the magistrates, and judicial power with the knights.




4.
 
the governing body of a university or college.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
senat

 , from Latin 
senatus

 , from 
senex

 ‘old man.’





senator

 
/ˈsenədər/





I.
 
noun




a member of a senate.








II.
 
derivatives





senatorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a member of the ancient Roman senate): from Old French 
senateur

 , from Latin 
senator

 (see senate
 ).





senatorial

 
/ˌsenəˈtôrēəl/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of a senator




•
 
a US senatorial candidate




•
 
a man of senatorial rank.



















senatorial courtesy

 
/ˌsenəˈtôrēəl ˈkərtəsē/






noun




a custom whereby presidential appointments are confirmed only if there is no objection to them by the senators from the appointee's state, especially from the senior senator of the president's party from that state.













senatorial district






noun




an electoral division of a state that is represented by a senator in the state's senate.














send1


 
/send/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to go or be taken to a particular destination; arrange for the delivery of, especially by mail




•
 
we sent a reminder letter but received no reply




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he sent her a nice little note.










2.
 
cause (a message or computer file) to be transmitted electronically




•
 
send your document as a PDF attachment




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I sent him an email last week.










3.
 
order or instruct to go to a particular destination or in a particular direction




•
 
Clemons sent me to Bangkok for R&R.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — send a message or letter




•
 
he sent to invite her to supper.










5.
 
cause to move sharply or quickly; propel




•
 
the volcano sent clouds of ash up four miles into the air.










6.
 
(
send someone to

 )
 — arrange for someone to go to (an institution) and stay there for a particular purpose




•
 
many parents prefer to send their children to single-sex schools.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 affect with powerful emotion; put into ecstasy




•
 
it's the spectacle and music that send us, not the words.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
send someone flying






cause someone to be knocked violently off balance or to the ground.









2.
 
send someone packing






see pack
 1
 .









3.
 
send someone to the showers






see shower
 .









4.
 
send word






send a message




•
 
he sent word that he was busy.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
send away for






order or request that (something) be sent to one




•
 
you can send away for the recipe.















2.
 
send someone down

 

‹Brit.›






a.
 
expel a student from a university.




b.
 


‹informal›

 sentence someone to imprisonment




•
 
you're going to get sent down for possessing drugs.















3.
 
send for





a.
 
order or instruct (someone) to come to one; summon




•
 
if you don't go I shall send for the police.










b.
 
order by mail




•
 
send for our mail order catalog.















4.
 
send something in






submit material to be considered for a competition or possible publication




•
 
don't forget to send in your entries for our summer competition.















5.
 
send off for






order or request that (something) be sent to one




•
 
I sent off for a handy pack of cards containing useful facts.















6.
 
send someone off





a.
 
instruct someone to go; arrange for someone's departure




•
 
she sent him off to a lecturing engagement.










b.
 
(of a referee, especially in soccer or rugby) order a player to leave the field and take no further part in the game




•
 
the player was sent off for rough play.















7.
 
send something off






dispatch something by mail




•
 
please take a moment or two to send off a check to a good cause.















8.
 
send something on






transmit mail or luggage to a further destination or in advance of one's own arrival




•
 
I've got your catalog—would you like me to send it on?















9.
 
send out for something






order delivery of something




•
 
we sent out for pizza.















10.
 
send something out





a.
 
produce or give out something; emit something




•
 
radar signals were sent out in powerful pulses.










b.
 
dispatch items to a number of people; distribute something widely




•
 
the company sent out written information about the stock.















11.
 
send someone up








(US)

 sentence someone to imprisonment




•
 
he was sent up for arson.















12.
 
send someone/something up








‹informal›

 give an exaggerated imitation of someone or something in order to ridicule them




•
 
the humorist who sent up sacred cows like school spirit.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sendable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sendan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zenden

 and German 
senden

 .





send2


 
/send/






noun, verb




variant spelling of scend
 .













Sendai

 
/ˈsendī/






a city in Japan, located near the northeastern coast of the island of Honshu; pop. 1,001,387 (2007).









Sendai virus

 
/ˈsendī ˌvīrəs/






noun






[Biology]

 a parainfluenza virus that causes disease of the upper respiratory tract in mice and is used in the laboratory to produce cell fusion.













Sendak, Maurice

 
/ˈsenˌdak/






(1928–2012), US writer and illustrator of children's books; full name 
Maurice Bernard Sendak

 . He is best known for his award-winning 
Where the Wild Things Are

 (1963). He also wrote and illustrated 
In the Night Kitchen

 (1970) and 
Outside Over There

 (1981).









sendal

 
/ˈsendl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a fine, rich silk material, chiefly used to make ceremonial robes and banners.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
cendal

 , ultimately from Greek 
sindōn

 .





sender

 
/ˈsendər/






noun




a person who sends or transmits a message, letter, email, etc.




•
 
evidence submitted late will be returned to the sender




•
 
senders of unwanted emails.




















Sendero Luminoso

 
/senˌderō ˌlo͞omiˈnōsō/






Spanish name for Shining Path
 .









sending

 
/ˈsendiNG/





I.
 
noun




an unpleasant or evil thing or creature supposedly sent by someone with paranormal or magical powers to warn, punish, or take revenge on a person.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Old Norse.





sending off






noun




(in soccer or rugby) an instance of a referee ordering a player to leave the field and take no further part in the game




•
 
a wonderfully exciting second half finishes with two goals and a sending off




•
 
the turning point was probably the sending off of their midfielder.



















send-off

 
/ˈsend ˌôf/






noun




a celebratory demonstration of goodwill at a person's departure




•
 
I got an affectionate send-off from my colleagues.



















sendup

 
/ˈsendˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 an act of imitating someone or something in order to ridicule them; a parody




•
 
a delicious sendup of a speech given by a trendy academic.



















sene

 
/ˈsānā/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Samoa, equal to one hundredth of a tala.











– origin

 Samoan.





Seneca

 
/ˈsenəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people that was one of the Five Nations.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Seneca.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Seneca or their language.











– origin

 via Dutch from Algonquian.





Seneca, Lucius Annaeus

 
/ˈsenəkə/






(
c.

 4 
BC

 –
AD

 65), Roman statesman, philosopher, and playwright; known as 
Seneca the Younger

 . Son of Seneca the Elder, he became tutor to Nero in 49 and was appointed consul in 57. His 
Epistulae Morales

 is a notable Stoic work.









Seneca, Marcus Annaeus






(
c.

 55 
BC

 –
c.

 
AD

 39), Roman rhetorician, born in Spain; known as 
Seneca the Elder

 ; full name 
Marcus or Lucius Annaeus Seneca

 . Father of Seneca the Younger, he is best known for his works on rhetoric, only parts of which survive.









Seneca Falls






a town in west central New York, west of Cayuga Lake, the site in 1848 of the first women's rights convention in the US; pop. 9,071 (est. 2008).









Seneca Lake






the largest of the Finger Lakes in west central New York, south of Geneva, north of Watkins Glen.









senecio

 
/sēˈnēsēō, -SHēō/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the ragworts and groundsels. Many kinds are cultivated as ornamentals and some are poisonous weeds of grassland.

[Genus 
Senecio

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘old man, groundsel,’ with reference to the hairy white fruits.





Senedd

 
/ˈseneT͟H, ˈsened/





I.
 
the National Assembly of Wales, based in Cardiff.







– origin

 Welsh, ‘Senate.’





Senegal

 
/ˈsenəˌɡôl/







1.
 
a country on the coast of West Africa; pop. 13,711,600 (est. 2009); capital, Dakar; languages, French (official), Wolof, and other West African languages.





Part of the Mali empire in the 14th and 15th centuries, the area was colonized by the French and became part of French West Africa in 1895. Briefly a partner in the Federation of Mali in 1959, Senegal withdrew and became a fully independent republic in 1960. Gambia forms an enclave within Senegal.









Senegalese

 
/ˌsenəɡəˈlēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Senegal or its people.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Senegal, or a person of Senegalese descent.













Senegal River






a river in western Africa that flows for 680 miles (1,088 km) from the Fouta Djallon of northern Guinea, through Mali and then along the Senegal-Mauritania border, to the Atlantic Ocean at St.-Louis in Senegal.









Senegambia

 
/ˌseniˈɡambēə, -ˈɡäm-/






a region in West Africa that consists of the Senegal and Gambia rivers and the area between them. It lies mostly in Senegal and western Mali.









senesce

 
/səˈnes/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a living organism) deteriorate with age.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
senescere

 , from 
senex

 ‘old.’





senescence

 
/səˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the condition or process of deterioration with age.




2.
 


[Biology]

 loss of a cell's power of division and growth.








II.
 
derivatives





senescent

 
/səˈnes(ə)nt /






adjective





















seneschal

 
/ˈsenəSH(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the steward or major-domo of a medieval great house.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a governor or other administrative or judicial officer.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
seniscalus

 , from a Germanic compound of words meaning ‘old’ and ‘servant.’





senex

 
/ˈseneks/





I.
 
noun




(in literature, especially comedy) an old man as a stock figure.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘old man.’






senhor

 
/sēnˈyôr, sin-/





I.
 
noun




(in Portuguese-speaking regions) a man (often used as a title or polite form of address)




•
 
Senhor Emilio Sofia Rosa.

















– origin

 Portuguese, from Latin 
senior

 (see senior
 ).






senhora

 
/sēnˈyôrə, sin-/





I.
 
noun




(in Portuguese-speaking regions) a woman, especially a married woman (often used as a title or polite form of address)




•
 
I look forward to hearing what Senhora Rocha decides.

















– origin

 Portuguese, feminine of senhor
 .





senhorita

 
/ˌsānyəˈrēdə ˌsenyəˈrēdə/





I.
 
noun




(in Portuguese-speaking regions) a young woman, especially an unmarried one (often used as a title or polite form of address).











– origin

 Portuguese, diminutive of senhora
 .





senile

 
/ˈsēˌnīl ˈsenīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having or showing the weaknesses or diseases of old age, especially a loss of mental faculties




•
 
she couldn't cope with her senile husband.










2.
 
(of a condition) characteristic of or caused by old age




•
 
senile decay.














II.
 
noun




a senile person




•
 
you never know where you stand with these so-called seniles.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
sénile

 or Latin 
senilis

 , from 
senex

 ‘old man.’





senile dementia






noun




severe mental deterioration in old age, characterized by loss of memory and control of bodily functions.













senile plaque






noun






[Medicine]

 a microscopic mass of fragmented and decaying nerve terminals around an amyloid core, numbers of which occur in the brains of people with Alzheimer's disease.













senility

 
/səˈnilədē/






noun




the condition of being senile




•
 
the onset of senility.




















senior

 
/ˈsēnyər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a more advanced age




•
 
he is 20 years 
senior to

 Leonard.










2.
 


(US)

 of or for students in the final year of college or high school.




3.
 
relating to or denoting competitors of above a certain age or of the highest status in a particular sport.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 of, for, or denoting schoolchildren above a certain age, typically eleven.




5.
 
(often 
Senior

 ) [
postpositive

 ]
 — (in names) denoting the elder of two who have the same name in a family, especially a father as distinct from his son




•
 
Henry James senior.










6.
 
holding a high and authoritative position




•
 
he is a senior Finance Ministry official.










7.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
senior to

 )
 — holding a higher position than




•
 
the people senior to me in my department.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is a specified number of years older than someone else




•
 
she was only two years his senior.










2.
 
an elderly person, especially one who is retired and living on a pension.




3.
 
a student in the final year of college or high school.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a student in a school for older children, especially those eleven and over.




5.
 
a competitor of above a certain age or of the highest status in a particular sport




•
 
at fourteen you move up to the seniors.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘older, older man,’ comparative of 
senex

 , 
sen-

 ‘old man, old.’





senior chief petty officer






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above chief petty officer and below master chief petty officer.













senior citizen






noun




an elderly person, especially one who is retired and living on a pension.













senior common room






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a room used for social purposes by fellows, lecturers, and other senior members of a college.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 the senior members of a college regarded collectively.













senior high school

 
/ˈsēnyər hī sko͞ol/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a secondary school typically comprising the three highest grades.













senioritis

 
/ˌsēnyəˈrīdəs/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a supposed affliction of students in their final year of high school or college, characterized by a decline in motivation or performance




•
 
I try not to let my grades suffer from my senioritis.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from senior
 + -itis
 .





seniority

 
/sēnˈyôrədi/






noun



1.
 
the fact or state of being older or higher in position or status than someone else




•
 
one by one, in order of seniority, employees' names were called.










2.
 
a privileged position earned by reason of longer service or higher rank




•
 
pay and benefits rise with seniority.



















senior master sergeant

 
/ˈsēnyər ˈmastər ˈsärjənt/






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Air Force ranking above master sergeant and below chief master sergeant.













senior moment






noun






‹informal›

 a temporary mental lapse (humorously attributed to the gradual loss of one's mental faculties as one grows older).













seniti

 
/ˈsenədē/






noun




a monetary unit of Tonga, equal to one hundredth of a pa'anga.













senna

 
/ˈsenə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cassia tree.




2.
 
a laxative prepared from the dried pods of the cassia tree.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
sena

 , from Arabic 
sanā

 .





Sennacherib

 
/səˈnakəˌrib/






(died 681 
BC

 ) king of Assyria 705–681; son of Sargon II. In 701, he put down a Jewish rebellion and laid siege to Jerusalem but spared it from destruction (according to 2 Kings 19:35). He also rebuilt the city of Nineveh and made it his capital.









sennet

 
/ˈsenət/





I.
 
noun




(in the stage directions of Elizabethan plays) a call on a trumpet or cornet to signal the ceremonial entrance or exit of an actor.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps a variant of signet
 .





Sennett, Mack

 
/ˈsenit/






(1880–1960), US movie director, producer, and actor; born in Canada; born 
Michael Sinnott

 . He produced more than 1,000 slapstick comedy shorts and created the Keystone Kops. A special Academy Award in 1938 honored his accomplishments in comedy technique.









sennight

 
/ˈsenīt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a week.











– origin

 Old English 
seofon nihta

 ‘seven nights.’





sennit

 
/ˈsenət /

 
sinnet





I.
 
noun



1.
 
plaited straw, hemp, or similar fibrous material used in making hats.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 braided cordage in flat, round, or square form, used for making mats, lashings, etc.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






Señor

 
/sānˈyôr sənˈyôr/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to a Spanish-speaking man, corresponding to 
Mr.

 or 
sir






•
 
he is certain his information is correct, Señor.

















– origin

 Spanish, from Latin 
senior

 (see senior
 ).






Señora

 
/sānˈyôrə sənˈyôrə/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to a Spanish-speaking woman, corresponding to 
Mrs.

 or 
madam






•
 
Señora Dolores.

















– origin

 Spanish, feminine of Señor
 .





Señorita

 
/ˌsānyəˈrēdə ˌsenyəˈrēdə/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to a Spanish-speaking unmarried woman, corresponding to 
Miss

 .











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of Señora
 .





Senr.






abbreviation




Senior.














sensate

 
/ˈsenˌsāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 perceiving or perceived by the senses




•
 
you are immersed in an illusory, yet sensate, world.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
sensatus

 ‘having senses,’ from 
sensus

 (see sense
 ).





sensation

 
/senˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a physical feeling or perception resulting from something that happens to or comes into contact with the body




•
 
a burning sensation in the middle of the chest.










2.
 
the capacity to have physical sensations




•
 
they had lost sensation in one or both forearms.










3.
 
an inexplicable awareness or impression


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
she had the eerie 
sensation that

 she was being watched.










4.
 
a widespread reaction of interest and excitement




•
 
his arrest for poisoning 
caused a sensation

 .










5.
 
a person, object, or event that arouses widespread interest and excitement




•
 
she was a sensation, the talk of the evening.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
sensatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
sensus

 (see sense
 ).





sensational

 
/senˈsāSH(ə)n(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
(of an event, a person, or a piece of information) causing great public interest and excitement




•
 
a sensational murder trial.










2.
 
(of an account or a publication) presenting information in a way that is intended to provoke public interest and excitement, at the expense of accuracy




•
 
cheap sensational periodicals.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very good indeed; very impressive or attractive




•
 
you look sensational




•
 
a sensational view.



















sensationalism

 
/senˈsāSHənlˌizəm/






noun



1.
 
(especially in journalism) the use of exciting or shocking stories or language at the expense of accuracy, in order to provoke public interest or excitement




•
 
media sensationalism.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 another term for phenomenalism
 .













sensationalist

 
/senˈsāSH(ə)n(ə)ləst/





I.
 
noun




a person who presents stories in a way that is intended to provoke public interest or excitement, at the expense of accuracy




•
 
sensationalists got their kicks out of misreporting the murder.














II.
 
adjective




presenting stories in a way that is intended to provoke public interest or excitement, at the expense of accuracy




•
 
sensationalist reporting of the latest alleged cancer cures




•
 
sensationalist media campaigns.














III.
 
derivatives





sensationalistic

 
/senˌsāSH(ə)n(ə)lˈistik /






adjective





















sensationalize

 
/senˈsāSHənlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a newspaper) present information about (something) in a way that provokes public interest and excitement, at the expense of accuracy




•
 
the papers want to sensationalize the tragedy that my family has suffered.



















sensationally

 
/senˈsāSH(ə)n(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes great public interest and excitement




•
 
the chief executive sensationally quit last week




•
 
he was sensationally beaten in straight sets.










2.
 
in a way that is intended to provoke public interest and excitement, at the expense of accuracy




•
 
violence is reported sensationally.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very well indeed; very impressively




•
 
Bob performed sensationally.




















sense

 
/sens/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a faculty by which the body perceives an external stimulus; one of the faculties of sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch




•
 
the bear has a keen sense of smell that enables it to hunt at dusk.










2.
 
a feeling that something is the case




•
 
she had the sense of being a political outsider.










3.
 
an awareness or feeling that one is in a specified state




•
 
you can improve your general health and sense of well-being.










4.
 
(
sense of

 )
 — a keen intuitive awareness of or sensitivity to the presence or importance of something




•
 
she had a fine sense of comic timing.










5.
 
a sane and realistic attitude to situations and problems




•
 
he earned respect by the good sense he showed at meetings.










6.
 
a reasonable or comprehensible rationale




•
 
I can't 
see the sense

 in leaving all the work to you.










7.
 
a way in which an expression or a situation can be interpreted; a meaning




•
 
it is not clear which sense of the word “characters” is intended in this passage.










8.
 


[chiefly Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 a property, e.g., direction of motion, distinguishing a pair of objects, quantities, effects, etc., that differ only in that each is the reverse of the other.




9.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Genetics]

 relating to or denoting a coding sequence of nucleotides, complementary to an antisense sequence.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perceive by a sense or senses




•
 
with the first frost, they could sense a change in the days.










2.
 
be aware of




•
 
she could sense her father's anger rising.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — be aware that something is the case without being able to define exactly how one knows




•
 
he could sense that he wasn't liked.










4.
 
(of a machine or similar device) detect




•
 
an optical fiber senses a current flowing in a conductor.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
bring someone to their (or come to one's) senses





a.
 
restore someone to (or regain) consciousness.




b.
 
cause someone to (or start to) think and behave reasonably after a period of folly or irrationality.









2.
 
in a (or one) sense






used to indicate a particular interpretation of a statement or situation




•
 
in a sense, behavior cannot develop independently of the environment.















3.
 
in one's senses






fully aware and in control of one's thoughts and words; sane




•
 
would any man in his senses invent so absurd a story?















4.
 
make sense






be intelligible, justifiable, or practicable.









5.
 
make sense of






find meaning or coherence in




•
 
she must try to make sense of what was going on.















6.
 
out of one's senses






in or into a state of insanity.









7.
 
take leave of one's senses






(in hyperbolic use) go insane.















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘meaning’): from Latin 
sensus

 ‘faculty of feeling, thought, meaning,’ from 
sentire

 ‘feel.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.






sense datum

 
/sens ˈdadəm ˈdādəm/






noun






[Philosophy]

 an immediate object of perception, which is not a material object; a sense impression.













sense-experience






noun




experience that is derived from the senses.













sensei

 
/ˈsenˌsā, senˈsā/





I.
 
noun




(in martial arts) a teacher


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Sensei Ritchie began work.

















– origin

 Japanese, from 
sen

 ‘previous’ + 
sei

 ‘birth.’





senseless

 
/ˈsensləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[often as 
complement

 ]
 — (of a person) unconscious




•
 
the attack left a policeman beaten senseless.










2.
 
incapable of sensation




•
 
she knocked the glass from the girl's senseless fingers.










3.
 
(especially of violent or wasteful action) without discernible meaning or purpose




•
 
in Vietnam, I saw the senseless waste of human beings.










4.
 
lacking common sense; wildly foolish




•
 
it was as senseless as crossing Death Valley on foot.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
senselessly

 
/ˈsensləslē /






adverb













2.
 
senselessness

 
/ˈsensləsnəs /






noun





















sense organ

 
/sens ˈôrɡən/






noun




an organ of the body that responds to external stimuli by conveying impulses to the sensory nervous system.














sensibility

 
/ˌsensəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to appreciate and respond to complex emotional or aesthetic influences; sensitivity




•
 
the study of literature leads to a growth of intelligence and sensibility.










2.
 
(
sensibilities

 )
 — a person's delicate sensitivity that makes them readily offended or shocked




•
 
the scale of the poverty revealed by the survey shocked people's sensibilities.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 
‹dated›

 sensitivity to sensory stimuli.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the power of sensation): from late Latin 
sensibilitas

 , from 
sensibilis

 ‘that can be perceived by the senses’ (see sensible
 ).






sensible

 
/ˈsensəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a statement or course of action) chosen in accordance with wisdom or prudence; likely to be of benefit




•
 
I cannot believe that it is sensible to spend so much




•
 
a sensible diet.










2.
 
(of a person) possessing or displaying prudence




•
 
he was a sensible and capable boy.










3.
 
(of an object) practical and functional rather than decorative




•
 
Mom always made me have sensible shoes.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 readily perceived; appreciable




•
 
it will effect a sensible reduction in these figures.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
sensible of/to

 )
 — able to notice or appreciate; not unaware of




•
 
we are sensible of the difficulties he faces.














II.
 
derivatives





sensibleness

 
/ˈsensəbəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘perceptible by the senses’): from Old French, or from Latin 
sensibilis

 , from 
sensus

 (see sense
 ).





sensibly

 
/ˈsensəblē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that shows wisdom or prudence




•
 
the committee sensibly decided not to go ahead with the meeting




•
 
the secret to her long life has been eating sensibly.










2.
 
in a practical and functional rather than decorative manner




•
 
a sensibly dressed, respectable-looking woman.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 in a way that is readily perceived; perceptibly




•
 
his strength is sensibly diminished




•
 
the tip becomes sensibly curved in one or two minutes.










4.
 
in a way that is able to notice or appreciate something; perceptively




•
 
he's sensibly aware of the need.



















sensillum

 
/senˈsiləm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in arthropods and some other invertebrates) a simple sensory receptor consisting of a modified cell or small group of cells of the cuticle or epidermis, typically hair- or rod-shaped.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
sensus

 ‘sense.’





sensitive

 
/ˈsensədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
quick to detect or respond to slight changes, signals, or influences




•
 
the new method of protein detection was more sensitive than earlier ones




•
 
spiders are 
sensitive to

 vibrations on their web.










2.
 
easily damaged, injured, or distressed by slight changes




•
 
the committee called for improved protection of wildlife in environmentally sensitive areas.










3.
 
(of photographic materials) prepared so as to respond rapidly to the action of light.




4.
 
(of a market) unstable and liable to quick changes of price because of outside influences.




5.
 
(of a person or a person's behavior) having or displaying a quick and delicate appreciation of others' feelings




•
 
I pay tribute to the Minister for his sensitive handling of the bill.










6.
 
easily offended or upset




•
 
I suppose I shouldn't be so sensitive.










7.
 
kept secret or with restrictions on disclosure to avoid endangering security




•
 
he was suspected of passing sensitive information to other countries.














II.
 
noun




a person who is believed to respond to occult influences.








III.
 
derivatives





sensitiveness

 
/ˈsensədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘sensory’): from Old French 
sensitif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
sensitivus

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
sentire

 ‘feel.’ The current senses date from the early 19th cent.





sensitively

 
/ˈsensədivlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is quick to detect or respond to slight changes, signals, or influences




•
 
plants respond sensitively to the environment.










2.
 
in a manner that shows quickness to take offense or become upset




•
 
there is no need to react sensitively over every statement.










3.
 
with a quick and delicate appreciation of others' feelings




•
 
the issue needs to be handled sensitively




•
 
responding sensitively to parental anxiety remains essential.










4.
 
with care, perceptiveness, and appreciation




•
 
the Edwardian property has been sensitively restored and redecorated




•
 
the scene is sensitively portrayed.










5.
 
in a way that ensures secrecy or restrictions on disclosure




•
 
any information we receive will be treated sensitively.



















sensitive period






noun






[Psychology]

 a time or stage in a person's development when they are more responsive to certain stimuli and quicker to learn particular skills.













sensitive plant

 
/ˈsensədiv plant/






noun



1.
 
a tropical American plant of the pea family, whose leaflets fold together and leaves bend down when touched. A common weed of sugar cane, it has become naturalized throughout the tropics.

[
Mimosa pudica

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a delicate or sensitive person.













sensitivity

 
/ˌsensəˈtivədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being sensitive




•
 
a lack of common decency and sensitivity




•
 
he has 
a sensitivity to

 cow's milk.










2.
 
(
sensitivities

 )
 — a person's feelings which might be easily offended or hurt; sensibilities




•
 
the rules that matter are practical ones that respect local sensitivities.



















sensitivity training






noun




training intended to sensitize people to their attitudes and behaviors that may unwittingly cause offense to others, especially members of various minorities.













sensitize

 
/ˈsensəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone or something) to respond to certain stimuli; make sensitive




•
 
the introductory section aims to 
sensitize

 students 
to

 the methodology of the course.










2.
 
make (photographic film) sensitive to light




•
 
the kit sensitizes any 35 mm film in hours.










3.
 
make (an organism) abnormally sensitive to a foreign substance




•
 
the workers had been immunologically sensitized to the enzyme.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sensitization

 
/ˌsensədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsensəˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
sensitizer

 
/ˈsensəˌtīzər /






noun





















sensitometer

 
/ˌsensəˈtämədər/






noun






[Photography]

 a device for measuring the sensitivity of photographic equipment to light.













sensor

 
/ˈsensər/





I.
 
noun




a device that detects or measures a physical property and records, indicates, or otherwise responds to it.











– origin

 1950s: from sensory
 , on the pattern of 
motor

 .





sensorimotor

 
/ˌsen(t)sərēˈmōdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of nerves or their actions) having or involving both sensory and motor functions or pathways.













sensorineural

 
/ˌsen(t)sərēˈn(y)o͝orəl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of hearing loss) caused by a lesion or disease of the inner ear or the auditory nerve.













sensorium

 
/senˈsôrēəm/





I.
 
noun




the sensory apparatus or faculties considered as a whole




•
 
virtual reality technology directed at recreating the human sensorium.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sensorial

 
/senˈsôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
sensorially

 
/-ˈsôrēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
sens-

 ‘perceived,’ from the verb 
sentire

 .






sensory

 
/ˈsensərē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to sensation or the physical senses; transmitted or perceived by the senses




•
 
sensory input.














II.
 
derivatives





sensorily

 
/-rəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
sens-

 ‘perceived’ (from the verb 
sentire

 ) or from the noun sense
 + -ory
 2
 .





sensory deprivation

 
/ˈsensərē ˌdeprəˈvāSHən/






noun




a process by which someone is deprived of normal external stimuli such as sight and sound for an extended period of time, especially as an experimental technique in psychology.














sensual

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of or arousing gratification of the senses and physical, especially sexual, pleasure




•
 
the production of the ballet is sensual and passionate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sensualism

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
sensualize

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(o͞o)əˌlīz /






verb













3.
 
sensually

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(o͞o)əlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘sensory’): from late Latin 
sensualis

 , from 
sensus

 (see sense
 ). / 
usage:

 The words 
sensual

 and 
sensuous

 are frequently used interchangeably to mean ‘gratifying the senses,’ especially in a sexual sense. Strictly speaking, this goes against a traditional distinction, by which 
sensuous

 is a more neutral term, meaning ‘relating to the senses rather than the intellect’ (swimming is a beautiful, 
sensuous

 experience), while 
sensual

 relates to gratification of the senses, especially sexually (a 
sensual

 massage). In fact, the word 
sensuous

 is thought to have been invented by John Milton (1641) in a deliberate attempt to avoid the sexual overtones of 
sensual

 . In practice, the connotations are such that it is difficult to use 
sensuous

 in Milton's sense. While traditionalists struggle to maintain a distinction, the evidence suggests that the neutral use of 
sensuous

 is rare in modern English. If a neutral use is intended, it is advisable to use alternative wording.





sensualist

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(o͞o)ələst/






noun




a person devoted to physical, especially sexual, pleasure




•
 
a dedicated sensualist.



















sensuality

 
/ˌsen(t)SHəˈwalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the enjoyment, expression, or pursuit of physical, especially sexual, pleasure




•
 
he ate the grapes with surprising sensuality.










2.
 
the condition of being pleasing or fulfilling to the senses




•
 
life can dazzle with its sensuality, its color.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the animal side of human nature): from Old French 
sensualite

 , from late Latin 
sensualitas

 , from 
sensualis

 (see sensual
 ).





sensu lato

 
/ˌsenso͞o ˈlädō/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 in the broad sense.











– origin

 Latin.





sensum

 
/ˈsensəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a sense datum.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, ‘something sensed,’ neuter past participle of Latin 
sentire

 ‘feel.’





sensuous

 
/ˈsen(t)SHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or affecting the senses rather than the intellect




•
 
the work showed a deliberate disregard of the more sensuous and immediately appealing aspects of painting.










2.
 
attractive or gratifying physically, especially sexually




•
 
her voice was rather deep but very sensuous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sensuously

 
/ˈsen(t)SHo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
sensuousness

 
/ˈsen(t)SHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sensus

 ‘sense’ + -ous
 . / 
usage:

 On the use of the words 
sensuous

 and 
sensual

 , see usage at sensual
 .





sensu stricto

 
/ˌsenso͞o ˈstriktō/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 strictly speaking; in the narrow sense




•
 
the process was one of substitution rather than change sensu stricto.

















– origin

 Latin, ‘in the restricted sense.’





sent1


 
/sent/






past and past participle of send
 1
 .









sent2


 
/sent/





I.
 
noun




(until the introduction of the euro in 2011) a monetary unit of Estonia, equal to one hundredth of a kroon.











– origin

 respelling of cent
 .






sente

 
/ˈsentē/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Lesotho, equal to one hundredth of a loti.











– origin

 Sesotho.






sentence

 
/ˈsen(t)əns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of words that is complete in itself, typically containing a subject and predicate, conveying a statement, question, exclamation, or command, and consisting of a main clause and sometimes one or more subordinate clauses.




2.
 


[Logic]

 a series of signs or symbols expressing a proposition in an artificial or logical language.




3.
 
the punishment assigned to a defendant found guilty by a court, or fixed by law for a particular offense




•
 
her husband is 
serving

 a three-year 
sentence

 for fraud




•
 
slander of an official carried an eight-year prison sentence.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
declare the punishment decided for (an offender)




•
 
ten army officers were 
sentenced to

 death.














III.
 
phrases





under sentence of






having been condemned to




•
 
he was under sentence of death.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘way of thinking, opinion,’ ‘court's declaration of punishment,’ and ‘gist (of a piece of writing)’): via Old French from Latin 
sententia

 ‘opinion,’ from 
sentire

 ‘feel, be of the opinion.’






sentence adverb





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 an adverb or adverbial phrase that expresses a writer's or speaker's attitude to the content of the sentence in which it occurs (such as 
frankly

 , 
obviously

 ), or places the sentence in a particular context (such as 
technically

 , 
politically

 ).











usage:

 The traditional definition of an adverb is that it is a word that modifies the meaning of a verb, an adjective, or another adverb, as in, for example, he shook his head 
sadly

 . However, another important function of some adverbs is to comment on a whole sentence. For example, in the sentence 
sadly

 , he is rather overbearing, 
sadly

 expresses the speaker's attitude to what is being stated. Traditionalists take the view that the use of sentence adverbs is inherently suspect and that they should always be paraphrased, using wording such as 
it is sad that

 he is rather overbearing. A particular objection is raised to the sentence adverbs 
hopefully

 and 
thankfully

 , since they cannot be paraphrased in the usual way (see usage at hopefully
 and thankfully
 ). However, there is overwhelming evidence that such usages are well established and widely accepted in everyday speech and writing.





sentential

 
/senˈten(t)SHəl/






adjective






[Grammar]

 
[Logic]

 of or relating to a sentence




•
 
sentential meaning.



















sententious

 
/senˈten(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective




given to moralizing in a pompous or affected manner




•
 
he tried to encourage his men with sententious rhetoric.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sententiously

 
/senˈten(t)SHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
sententiousness

 
/senˈten(t)SHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sententiosus

 , from 
sententia

 ‘opinion’ (see sentence
 ). The original sense was ‘full of meaning or wisdom,’ later becoming depreciatory.





sentient

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(ē)ənt/





I.
 
adjective




able to perceive or feel things




•
 
she had been instructed from birth in the equality of all sentient life forms.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sentience

 
/ˈsen(t)SH(ē)əns /






noun













2.
 
sentiently






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
sentient-

 ‘feeling,’ from the verb 
sentire

 .





sentiment

 
/ˈsen(t)əmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a view of or attitude toward a situation or event; an opinion




•
 
I agree with your sentiments regarding the road bridge.










2.
 
general feeling or opinion




•
 
the council sought steps to control the rise of racist sentiment.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the expression of a view or desire especially as formulated for a toast.




4.
 
a feeling or emotion




•
 
an intense sentiment of horror.










5.
 
exaggerated and self-indulgent feelings of tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia




•
 
many of the appeals rely on treacly sentiment.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘personal experience’ and ‘physical feeling, sensation’): from Old French 
sentement

 , from medieval Latin 
sentimentum

 , from Latin 
sentire

 ‘feel.’





sentimental

 
/ˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or prompted by feelings of tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia




•
 
she felt a sentimental attachment to the place creep over her.










2.
 
(of a work of literature, music, or art) dealing with feelings of tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia, typically in an exaggerated and self-indulgent way




•
 
a sentimental ballad.










3.
 
(of a person) excessively prone to feelings of tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia




•
 
I'm a sentimental old fool.














II.
 
derivatives





sentimentally

 
/ˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)lē /






adverb





















sentimentalism

 
/ˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)lˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the excessive expression of feelings of tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia in behavior, writing, or speech




•
 
the author blends realism with surrealism, journalism with sentimentalism.














II.
 
derivatives





sentimentalist

 
/ˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)ələst /






noun





















sentimentality

 
/ˌsen(t)əmənˈtalədē/






noun




excessive tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia




•
 
there are passages which verge on sentimentality




•
 
sentimentalities of this kind seem reserved, in her, for people she does not know.



















sentimentalize

 
/ˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat, regard, or portray (someone or something) with exaggerated and self-indulgent feelings of tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia


(as 
adj.

 
sentimentalized

 )


•
 
the impossibly sentimentalized and saintly ideal of the Virgin Mother.














II.
 
derivatives





sentimentalization

 
/-ˌmen(t)liˈzāSHən /






noun





















sentimental value






noun




the value of something to someone because of personal or emotional associations rather than material worth.













sentiment analysis






noun




the process of computationally identifying and categorizing opinions expressed in a piece of text, especially in order to determine whether the writer's attitude towards a particular topic, product, etc., is positive, negative, or neutral




•
 
companies have key lessons to learn about harnessing the power of social media and sentiment analysis.




















sentinel

 
/ˈsent(ə)nəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soldier or guard whose job is to stand and keep watch.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a thing that acts as an indicator of the presence of disease


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the first national HIV sentinel surveillance program in the developing world.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
station a soldier or guard by (a place) to keep watch




•
 
a wide course had been roped off and 
sentineled with

 police




•
 


‹figurative›

 trees sentineled the trenches.














III.
 
phrases





stand sentinel






(of a soldier) keep watch




•
 
soldiers stood sentinel with their muskets




•
 


‹figurative›

 a tall round tower standing sentinel over the river.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
sentinelle

 , from Italian 
sentinella

 , of unknown origin.





sentry

 
/ˈsentrē/





I.
 
noun




a soldier stationed to keep guard or to control access to a place.








II.
 
phrases





stand sentry






keep guard or control access to a place.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
centrinel

 , variant of sentinel
 .





sentry box

 
/ˈsentrē ˌbäks/






noun




a structure providing shelter for a standing sentry.













sentry-go

 
/ˈsentrēˌɡō/






noun






[Military]

 the duty of being a sentry.













Senufo

 
/səˈno͞ofō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a member of a people inhabiting parts of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), Mali, and Burkina Faso.




2.
 
the Gur language of the Senufo.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Senufo or their language.











– origin

 Akan.





Senussi

 
/səˈno͞osē/






noun




a member of a North African Muslim religious fraternity founded in 1837 by 
Sidi Muhammad ibn Ali es-Senussi

 (d.1859).













SEO






abbreviation






[Computing]

 search engine optimization.













Seoul

 
/sōl/






the capital of South Korea, located in the northwestern part of the country, on the Han River; pop. 10,456,000 (est. 2008). It was the capital of the Korean Yi dynasty from the late 14th century until 1910, when Korea was annexed by the Japanese. Extensively developed under Japanese rule, it became the capital of South Korea after the partition of 1945.









sep.






abbreviation



1.
 
sepal.




2.
 
separable.




3.
 
separate.




4.
 
separated.




5.
 
separation.













sepal

 
/ˈsēpəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 each of the parts of the calyx of a flower, enclosing the petals and typically green and leaflike.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
sépale

 , modern Latin 
sepalum

 , from Greek 
skepē

 ‘covering,’ influenced by French 
pétale

 ‘petal.’






separable

 
/ˈsep(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be separated or treated separately




•
 
body and soul are not separable.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a German prefix) separated from the base verb when inflected.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a German verb) consisting of a prefix and a base verb that are separated when inflected, e.g., 
einführen

 .




4.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an English phrasal verb) allowing the insertion of the direct object between the base verb and the particle, e.g., 
look it over

 as opposed to 
go over it

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
separability

 
/ˌsep(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
separableness

 
/ˈsep(ə)rəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
separably

 
/ˈsep(ə)rəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
separabilis

 , from 
separare

 ‘disjoin, divide’ (see separate
 ).






separate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈsep(ə)rət /



1.
 
forming or viewed as a unit apart or by itself




•
 
this raises two separate issues




•
 
he regards the study of literature as quite 
separate from

 life.










2.
 
not joined or touching physically




•
 
hostels with separate quarters for men and women.










3.
 
different; distinct




•
 
melt the white and dark chocolate in separate bowls.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsepəˌrāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move or be apart




•
 
police were trying to separate two rioting mobs




•
 
they were separated by the war.










2.
 
form a distinction or boundary between (people, places, or things)




•
 
only a footpath separated their garden from the shore




•
 
six years separated the two brothers.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become detached or disconnected




•
 
the second stage of the rocket failed to separate.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — leave another person's company




•
 
they separated at the corner, agreeing to meet within two hours.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stop living together as a couple




•
 
after her parents separated, she was brought up by her mother




•
 (as 
adj.

 
separated

 )
 
her parents are separated.










6.
 


(US)

 discharge or dismiss (someone) from service or employment




•
 
this year one million veterans will be separated from the service.










7.
 
divide or cause to divide into constituent or distinct elements


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the milk had 
separated into

 curds and whey




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
separate the eggs and beat the yolks.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — extract or remove for use or rejection




•
 
the skins are separated from the juice before fermentation




•
 


‹figurative›

 we need to separate fact from speculation.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — distinguish between; consider individually




•
 
we cannot separate his thinking from his activity.










10.
 
(of a factor or quality) distinguish (someone or something) from others




•
 
his position separates him from those who might share his interests.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
separate something off

 )
 — make something form, or view something as, a unit apart or by itself




•
 
the organ loft separating off the choir.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsep(ə)rət /
 (
separates

 )


1.
 
things forming units by themselves, in particular




2.
 
individual items of clothing, such as skirts, jackets, or pants, suitable for wearing in different combinations.




3.
 
the self-contained, freestanding components of a sound-reproduction system.




4.
 
portions into which a soil, sediment, etc., can be sorted according to particle size, mineral composition, or other criteria.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
go one's separate ways





a.
 
leave in a different direction from someone with whom one has just traveled or spent time.




b.
 
end a romantic, professional, or other relationship.









2.
 
separate but equal








(US)

 
‹historical›

 racially segregated but ostensibly ensuring equal opportunities to all races.









3.
 
separate the men from the boys






see man
 .









4.
 
separate the sheep from the goats






divide people or things into superior and inferior groups.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 25:33.]









5.
 
separate the wheat from the chaff






see chaff
 1
 .












V.
 
derivatives





separateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
separat-

 ‘disjoined, divided,’ from the verb 
separare

 , from 
se-

 ‘apart’ + 
parare

 ‘prepare.’





separately

 
/ˈsep(ə)rətlē/






adverb




as a separate entity or entities; not together




•
 
they arrived together but left separately




•
 
I shall consider that figure separately from the prime costs.



















separate school






noun






(Canadian)

 a school receiving students from a particular religious group.













separation

 
/ˌsepəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or state of moving or being moved apart




•
 
the damage that might arise from the separation of parents and children.










2.
 
the state in which a couple remain married but live apart




•
 
legal grounds for divorce or separation




•
 
she and her husband have agreed to a 
trial separation

 .







See also legal separation
 (
sense

 1).




3.
 
the division of something into constituent or distinct elements




•
 
prose structured into short sentences with meaningful 
separation into

 paragraphs.










4.
 
the process of distinguishing between two or more things




•
 
religion involved the separation of the sacred and the profane




•
 
the constitution imposed a clear 
separation between

 church and state.










5.
 
the process of sorting and then extracting or removing a specified substance for use or rejection.




6.
 
short for color separation
 .




7.
 
(also 
stereo separation

 )
 — distinction or difference between the signals carried by the two channels of a stereophonic system.




8.
 


[Physics]

 
[Aeronautics]

 the generation of a turbulent boundary layer between the surface of a body and a moving fluid, or between two fluids moving at different speeds.








II.
 
phrases





separation of powers






an act of vesting the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of government in separate bodies.















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
separatio(n-)

 , from 
separare

 ‘disjoin, divide’ (see separate
 ).





separation anxiety






noun






[Psychiatry]

 anxiety provoked in a young child by separation or the threat of separation from their mother.













separatism

 
/ˈsep(ə)rəˌtizəm/






noun




the advocacy or practice of separation of a certain group of people from a larger body on the basis of ethnicity, religion, or gender




•
 
French Canadian separatism.



















separatist

 
/ˈsep(ə)rədəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who supports the separation of a particular group of people from a larger body on the basis of ethnicity, religion, or gender




•
 
religious separatists.














II.
 
adjective




relating to separatists or separatism




•
 
a separatist rebellion.



















separative

 
/ˈsep(ə)rədiv/






adjective






‹technical›

 tending to cause division into constituent or individual elements.













separator

 
/ˈsepəˌrādər/






noun



1.
 
a machine or device that separates something into its constituent or distinct elements




•
 
a magnetic separator.










2.
 
something that keeps two or more things apart




•
 
most mail daemons use commas as separators between addresses.



















sepd.






abbreviation




separated.













Sepedi

 
/səˈpedē/






noun




a Bantu language of southern Africa, the main member of the North Sotho group and spoken by about 4 million people. It is one of the official languages of South Africa.

Also called Northern Sotho.













Sephadex

 
/ˈsefəˌdeks/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 
‹trademark›

 a preparation of dextran used as a gel in chromatography, electrophoresis, and other separation techniques.











– origin

 1950s: of unknown origin.






Sephardi

 
/səˈfärdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Jew of Spanish or Portuguese descent. They retain their own distinctive customs and rituals, preserving Babylonian Jewish traditions rather than the Palestinian ones of the Ashkenazim.

Compare with Ashkenazi
 .




2.
 
any Jew of the Middle East or North Africa.








II.
 
derivatives





Sephardic

 
/səˈfärdik /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Hebrew, from 
sĕp̄āraḏ

 , a country mentioned in Obad. 20 and taken to be Spain.





Sepharose

 
/ˈsefəˌrōs, -ˌrōz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 
‹trademark›

 a preparation of agarose used as a gel in chromatography, electrophoresis, and other separation techniques.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





sephira

 
/səˈfirə/





I.
 
noun




(in cabalism) each of the ten attributes or emanations surrounding the Infinite and by means of which it relates to the finite. They are represented as spheres on the Tree of Life.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
sĕp̱īrāh

 .





sepia

 
/ˈsēpēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a reddish-brown color associated particularly with monochrome photographs of the 19th and early 20th centuries.




2.
 
a brown pigment prepared from a black fluid secreted by cuttlefish, used in monochrome drawing and in watercolors.




3.
 
a drawing done with sepia.




4.
 
a blackish fluid secreted by a cuttlefish as a defensive screen.








II.
 
adjective




of a reddish-brown color




•
 
old sepia photographs.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a cuttlefish): via Latin from Greek 
sēpia

 ‘cuttlefish.’ The current senses date from the early 19th cent.






sepoy

 
/ˈsēˌpoi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an Indian soldier serving under British or other European orders.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in South Asia) a police constable.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
sipāhī

 ‘soldier,’ from 
sipāh

 ‘army.’






Sepoy Mutiny






another term for Indian Mutiny
 .









seppuku

 
/ˈsepo͞oˌko͞o, səˈpo͞oko͞o/





I.
 
noun




another term for hara-kiri
 .











– origin

 Japanese, from 
setsu

 ‘to cut’ + 
fuku

 ‘abdomen.’





seps

 
/seps/





I.
 
noun




an African lizard with a snakelike body and very short or nonexistent legs.

[Genera 
Tetradactylus

 , family 
Gerrhosauridae

 : several species, formerly regarded as skinks.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a venomous serpent described by classical authors): via Latin from Greek 
sēps

 , from the base of 
sēpein

 ‘make rotten.’





sepsis

 
/ˈsepsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the presence in tissues of harmful bacteria and their toxins, typically through infection of a wound.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sēpsis

 , from 
sēpein

 ‘make rotten.’





sept

 
/sept/





I.
 
noun




a clan, originally one in Ireland.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably an alteration of sect
 .





Sept.






abbreviation



1.
 
September.




2.
 
Septuagint.













sept-






combining form




variant spelling of septi-
 (as in 
septcentenary

 ).













septa

 
/ˈseptə/






plural form of septum
 .









septage

 
/ˈseptij/





I.
 
noun




excrement and other waste material contained in or removed from a septic tank.











– origin

 1970s: from septic
 , on the pattern of 
sewage

 .





septal

 
/ˈseptl/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or acting as a partition, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 relating to a septum or septa.













septarium

 
/ˌsepˈterēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a concretionary nodule, typically of ironstone, having radial cracks filled with calcite or another mineral.








II.
 
derivatives





septarian

 
/-ˈte(ə)rēən /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
septum

 ‘enclosure.’





septate

 
/ˈsepˌtāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 having or partitioned by a septum or septa.








II.
 
derivatives





septation

 
/sepˈtāSHən /






noun





















septcentenary

 
/ˌsep(t)senˈtenərē, -ˈsentnˌerē/





I.
 
noun




the seven-hundredth anniversary of a significant event.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a seven-hundredth anniversary.













September

 
/sepˈtembər/





I.
 
noun




the ninth month of the year, in the northern hemisphere usually considered the first month of autumn




•
 
sow the plants in early September




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a warm September evening.

















– origin

 late Old English, from Latin, from 
septem

 ‘seven’ (being originally the seventh month of the Roman year).






September 11

 
9/11






September 11, 2001. On this date, two hijacked commercial airliners were flown into the World Trade Center in New York City. A third hijacked airliner was crashed into the Pentagon, and a fourth went down in a field in Pennsylvania. The airliners were hijacked by Islamic fundamentalist terrorists believed to be involved with al-Qaeda.










septenarius

 
/ˌseptəˈnerēəs/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a Latin verse line of seven feet, especially a trochaic or iambic tetrameter catalectic, used only in comedy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
septeni

 ‘in sevens,’ from 
septem

 ‘seven.’





septenary

 
/ˈseptəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or divided into seven.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a group or set of seven, in particular




2.
 
a period of seven years.




3.
 


[Music]

 the seven notes of the diatonic scale.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
septenarius

 (see septenarius
 ).





septennial

 
/sepˈtenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every seven years.




2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of seven years.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
septennis

 (from Latin 
septem

 ‘seven’ + 
annus

 ‘year’) + -al
 .





septennium

 
/sepˈtenēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a specified period of seven years.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
septem

 ‘seven’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’





septet

 
/sepˈtet /

 
septette





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of seven people playing music or singing together.




2.
 
a composition for a septet.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Septett

 , from Latin 
septem

 ‘seven.’






septi-

 
sept-





I.
 
combining form




seven; having seven




•
 
septivalent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
septem

 ‘seven.’






septic

 
/ˈseptik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly of a wound or a part of the body) infected with bacteria.




2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a drainage system incorporating a septic tank.








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a drainage system incorporating a septic tank.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
septically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
septicity

 
/sepˈtisədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
sēptikos

 , ‘rotten.’





septicemia

 
/ˌseptəˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 septicaemia





I.
 
noun




blood poisoning, especially that caused by bacteria or their toxins.








II.
 
derivatives





septicemic

 
/ˌseptəˈsēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sēptikos

 + 
haima

 ‘blood.’





septic tank

 
/ˈseptik taNGk/






noun




a tank, typically underground, in which sewage is collected and allowed to decompose through bacterial activity before draining by means of a leaching field.













septillion

 
/sepˈtilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
a thousand raised to the eighth power (1024
 ).

Compare with quadrillion
 .




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a million raised to the seventh power (1042
 ).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
million

 , by substitution of the prefix 
septi-

 ‘seven’ (from Latin 
septimus

 ‘seventh’) for the initial letters.





septimal

 
/ˈseptəməl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the number seven.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
septimus

 ‘seventh’ (from 
septem

 ‘seven’) + -al
 .





septime

 
/ˈsepˌtēm/





I.
 
noun






[Fencing]

 the seventh of eight standard parrying positions.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
septimus

 ‘seventh.’





septivalent

 
/ˌseptəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 another term for heptavalent
 .













septoria

 
/sepˈtôrēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fungus of a genus that includes many kinds that cause diseases in plants.

[Genus 
Septoria

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]




2.
 
leaf spot disease caused by a septoria fungus.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
septum

 (see septum
 ).





septuagenarian

 
/sepCHo͞oəjəˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who is from 70 to 79 years old.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
septuagenarius

 (based on 
septuaginta

 ‘seventy’) + -an
 .





Septuagesima

 
/ˌsep(t)SHəwəˈjesəmə /

 
Septuagesima Sunday





I.
 
noun




the Sunday before Sexagesima.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘seventieth (day),’ probably named by analogy with Quinquagesima
 .





Septuagint

 
/ˈsepto͞oəˌjint/





I.
 
noun




a Greek version of the Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament), including the Apocrypha, made for Greek-speaking Jews in Egypt in the 3rd and 2nd centuries 
BC

 and adopted by the early Christian Churches.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting the translators themselves): from Latin 
septuaginta

 ‘seventy,’ because of the tradition that it was produced, under divine inspiration, by seventy-two translators working independently.






septum

 
/ˈseptəm/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 a partition separating two chambers, such as that between the nostrils or the chambers of the heart.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
septum

 , from 
sepire

 ‘enclose,’ from 
sepes

 ‘hedge.’






septuple

 
/ˈseptəpəl sepˈt(y)o͞opəl /

 

‹rare›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of seven parts or elements.




2.
 
consisting of seven times as much or as many as usual.




3.
 
(of time in music) having seven beats in a bar.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
multiply (something) by seven; increase sevenfold.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as a verb): from late Latin 
septuplus

 , from Latin 
septem

 ‘seven.’





septuplet

 
/sepˈtəplət sepˈt(y)o͞oplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
septuplets

 )
 — each of seven children born at one birth.




2.
 


[Music]

 a group of seven notes to be performed in the time of four or six.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
septuplus

 (see septuple
 ), on the pattern of words such as 
triplet

 .






sepulcher

 
/ˈsepəlkər /

 


‹Brit.›

 sepulchre





I.
 
noun




a small room or monument, cut in rock or built of stone, in which a dead person is laid or buried.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 lay or bury in or as if in a sepulcher




•
 
tomes are soon out of print and sepulchered in the dust of libraries.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 serve as a burial place for




•
 
when ocean shrouds and sepulchers our dead.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
sepulcrum

 ‘burial place,’ from 
sepelire

 ‘bury.’





sepulchral

 
/səˈpəlkrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a tomb or interment




•
 
sepulchral monuments.










2.
 
gloomy; dismal




•
 
a speech delivered in sepulchral tones.














II.
 
derivatives





sepulchrally






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
sépulchral

 or Latin 
sepulchralis

 , from 
sepulcrum

 (see sepulcher
 ).





sepulture

 
/ˈsepəlCHər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 burial; interment




•
 
the rites of sepulture.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
sepultura

 , from 
sepelire

 ‘bury.’





seq.

 
seqq.






adverb




short for et seq.














sequacious

 
/səˈkwāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 (of a person) lacking independence or originality of thought.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sequaciously

 
/səˈkwāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
sequacity

 
/-ˈkwasitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sequax

 , 
sequac-

 ‘following’ (from 
sequi

 ‘follow’) + -ious
 .






sequel

 
/ˈsēkwəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a published, broadcast, or recorded work that continues the story or develops the theme of an earlier one.




2.
 
something that takes place after or as a result of an earlier event




•
 
this encouragement to grow potatoes had a disastrous sequel some fifty years later.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘body of followers,’ ‘descendants’ and ‘consequence’): from Old French 
sequelle

 or Latin 
sequella

 , from 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





sequela

 
/sēˈkwelə/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
sequelae

 )


1.
 


[Medicine]

 a condition that is the consequence of a previous disease or injury




•
 
the long-term sequelae of infection.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, from 
sequi

 ‘follow.’






sequence

 
/ˈsēkwəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular order in which related events, movements, or things follow each other




•
 
the content of the program should follow a logical sequence.










2.
 


[Music]

 a repetition of a phrase or melody at a higher or lower pitch.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the order in which amino acid or nucleotide residues are arranged in a protein, DNA, etc.




4.
 
a set of related events, movements, or things that follow each other in a particular order




•
 
a grueling 
sequence of

 exercises




•
 
a sonnet sequence.










5.
 
a set of three or more playing cards of the same suit next to each other in value, for example 10, 9, 8.




6.
 


[Mathematics]

 an infinite ordered series of numerical quantities.




7.
 
a part of a film dealing with one particular event or topic




•
 
the famous underwater sequence.










8.
 
(in the Eucharist) a hymn said or sung after the Gradual or Alleluia that precedes the Gospel.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange in a particular order




•
 
trainee librarians decide how a set of misfiled cards could be sequenced.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 ascertain the sequence of amino acid or nucleotide residues in (a protein, DNA, etc.).




3.
 
play or record (music) with a sequencer.








III.
 
phrases





in sequence






in a given order.















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun): from late Latin 
sequentia

 , from Latin 
sequent-

 ‘following,’ from the verb 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





sequence dancing






noun




a type of ballroom dancing in which the couples all perform the same steps and movements simultaneously.













sequence of tenses






noun






[Grammar]

 the dependence of the tense of a subordinate verb on the tense of the verb in the main clause (e.g., 
I think that you

 are 
wrong

 ; 
I thought that you

 were 
wrong

 ).













sequencer

 
/ˈsēkwənsər/






noun



1.
 
a programmable electronic device for storing sequences of musical notes, chords, or rhythms and transmitting them when required to an electronic musical instrument.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an apparatus for determining the sequence of amino acids or other monomers in a biological polymer.













sequent

 
/ˈsēkwənt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 following in a sequence or as a logical conclusion.








II.
 
derivatives





sequently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French, or from Latin 
sequent-

 ‘following’ (see sequence
 ).





sequential

 
/səˈkwen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming or following in a logical order or sequence




•
 
a series of sequential steps.










2.
 


[chiefly Computing]

 performed or used in sequence




•
 
sequential processing of data files.














II.
 
derivatives





sequentiality

 
/siˌkwenCHēˈalitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a medical term in the sense ‘following as a secondary condition’): from sequence
 , on the pattern of 
consequential

 .






sequential access

 
/səˈkwen(t)SHəl sēˈkwen(t)SHəl ˈakˌses/






noun




access to a computer data file that requires the user to read through the file from the beginning in the order in which it is stored.

Compare with direct access
 .














sequential circuit






noun






[Electronics]

 a circuit whose output depends on the order or timing of the inputs.

Compare with combinational circuit
 .













sequentially

 
/səˈkwen(t)SHəlē/






adverb




by forming or following a logical order or sequence




•
 
the receipts were numbered sequentially as 46 and 47




•
 
the audio stream must be processed sequentially.




















sequester

 
/səˈkwestər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
isolate or hide away (someone or something)




•
 
Tiberius was sequestered on an island




•
 
the jurors had been sequestered since Monday




•
 
the artist 
sequestered himself

 in his studio for two years.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 form a chelate or other stable compound with (an ion, atom, or molecule) so that it is no longer available for reactions.




3.
 
take legal possession of (assets) until a debt has been paid or other claims have been met




•
 
the power of courts to sequester the assets of unions.










4.
 
take forcible possession of (something); confiscate




•
 
rebel property was sequestered and a military government installed.










5.
 
legally place (the property of a bankrupt) in the hands of a trustee for division among the creditors


(as 
adj.

 
sequestered

 )


•
 
a trustee in a sequestered estate.














II.
 
noun






(US)

 a general cut in government spending




•
 
if the budget deal hadn't gone through, there would have been a sequester of at least $100 billion.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sequestrable

 
/səˈkwestrəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
sequestrator

 
/ˈsēkwəˌstrādər ˈsekwəˌstrādər səˈkwesˌtrādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sequestrer

 or late Latin 
sequestrare

 ‘commit for safekeeping,’ from Latin 
sequester

 ‘trustee.’





sequestered

 
/səˈkwestərd/






adjective




(of a place) isolated and hidden away




•
 
a wild sequestered spot.



















sequestrate

 
/ˈsēkwəˌstrāt ˈsekwəˌstrāt səˈkwesˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb




another term for sequester
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘separate from general access’): from late Latin 
sequestrat-

 ‘given up for safekeeping,’ from the verb 
sequestrare

 (see sequester
 ).





sequestration

 
/ˌsikwəˈstrāSH(ə)n ˌsekwəˈstrāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of taking legal possession of assets until a debt has been paid or other claims have been met




•
 
if such court injunctions are ignored, sequestration of trade union assets will follow.










2.
 
the action of taking forcible possession of something; confiscation




•
 
they demanded the sequestration of the incriminating correspondence.










3.
 
an act of declaring someone bankrupt.




4.
 
the action of making a general cut in government spending




•
 
the measure brings the federal budget closer to sequestration.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 the action of sequestering a substance.













sequestrum

 
/səˈkwestrəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a piece of dead bone tissue occurring within a diseased or injured bone, typically in chronic osteomyelitis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sequestral

 
/-trəl /






adjective













2.
 
sequestrectomy

 
/ˌsēkweˈstrektəmē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, neuter of Latin 
sequester

 ‘standing apart.’





sequin

 
/ˈsēkwin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, shiny disk sewn as one of many onto clothing for decoration.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a Venetian gold coin.








II.
 
derivatives





sequined

 
/ˈsēkwind /

 
sequinned






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French, from Italian 
zecchino

 , from 
zecca

 ‘a mint,’ from Arabic 
sikka

 ‘a die for coining.’ 
Sense

 1 dates from the late 19th cent.





sequoia

 
/səˈk(w)oiə/





I.
 
noun




a redwood tree, especially the California redwood.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Sequoia

 (genus name), from 
Sequoya

 .





Sequoia National Park






a national park in the Sierra Nevada of California, east of Fresno. It was established in 1890 to protect groves of giant sequoia trees, of which the largest, the General Sherman Tree, is thought to be between 3,000 and 4,000 years old.









Sequoya

 
/səˈkwoiə /

 
Sequoyah
 , Sequoia






(
c.

 1770–1843), Cherokee Indian scholar; Cherokee name 
Sogwali

 ; also known as 
George Guess

 or 
Gist

 . He invented a writing system (the Cherokee syllabary) 1809–21 for the Cherokee language and with it taught thousands of Cherokee Indians to read and write. The giant sequoia trees of California are named for him.









ser.






abbreviation



1.
 
serial.




2.
 
series.




3.
 
sermon.













sera

 
/ˈsērə/






plural form of serum
 .









serac

 
/səˈrak/





I.
 
noun




a pinnacle or ridge of ice on the surface of a glacier.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Swiss French 
sérac

 , originally the name of a compact white cheese.





seraglio

 
/səˈrälyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the women's apartments (harem) in an Ottoman palace.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the women inhabiting a seraglio or harem.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a Turkish or Ottoman palace, especially the Sultan's court and government offices at Constantinople.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
serraglio

 , via Turkish from Persian 
sarāy

 ‘palace’; compare with serai
 .






serai

 
/səˈrī/






noun




another term for caravansary
 (
sense

 1).













Seraing

 
/səˈraN/






an industrial town in Belgium, on the Meuse River, southwest of Liège; pop. 61,657 (2008).









serape

 
/səˈräpē /

 
sarape





I.
 
noun




a shawl or blanket worn as a cloak in Latin America.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish.






seraph

 
/ˈserəf/





I.
 
noun




an angelic being, regarded in traditional Christian angelology as belonging to the highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy, associated with light, ardor, and purity.











– origin

 Old English, back-formation from 
seraphim

 (plural), via late Latin and Greek from Hebrew 
śĕrāp̱īm

 . Compare with cherub
 .





seraphic

 
/səˈrafik/





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of or resembling a seraph or seraphim




•
 
a seraphic smile.














II.
 
derivatives





seraphically

 
/səˈrafək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
seraphicus

 , from late Latin 
seraphim

 (see seraph
 ).





Seraphic Doctor






the nickname of St. Bonaventura.









Serapis

 
/səˈrāpis /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a god whose cult was developed by Ptolemy I at Memphis as a combination of Apis and Osiris, to unite Greeks and Egyptians in a common worship.









seraskier

 
/ˌserəˈskir/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the commander in chief and minister of war of the Ottoman Empire.











– origin

 Turkish, from Persian 
sar'askar

 ‘head (of the) army.’






Serb

 
/sərb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Serbia.




2.
 
a person of Serbian descent.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Serbia, the Serbs, or their language.











– origin

 Serbian 
Srb

 .





Serbia

 
/ˈsərbēə/





I.
 
a republic in the Balkans; pop. 7,379,300 (est. 2009); official language, Serbian; capital, Belgrade.





Serbia was conquered by the Turks in the 14th century and regained independence in 1878. Serbian rivalry with the Austro-Hungarian Empire contributed to the outbreak of World War I, after which Serbia was absorbed into the kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (named Yugoslavia from 1929 to 2003). In 1991–92 four out of the six Yugoslav republics seceded; Serbia became involved in armed conflict with neighboring Croatia and in the civil war in Bosnia. On the breakup of Yugoslavia it remained in federation with Montenegro until 2006.





Serbia and Montenegro






a former federation in southeastern Europe consisting of the republics of Serbia and Montenegro, established in 2003 from the former federal republic of Yugoslavia. In 2006 Serbia and Montenegro became separate republics.










Serbian

 
/ˈsərbēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Southern Slavic language of the Serbs, almost identical to Croatian but written in the Cyrillic alphabet.

See Serbo-Croat
 .




2.
 
another term for Serb
 .








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Serbia, the Serbs, or their language.













Serbo-






combining form



1.
 
Serbian; Serbian and …




•
 
Serbo-Croat.










2.
 
relating to Serbia.














Serbo-Croat

 
/ˌsərbōˈkrōˌät /

 
Serbo-Croatian





I.
 
noun




a term for the South Slavic language spoken in Serbia, Croatia, and elsewhere in the former Yugoslavia. Serbo-Croat comprises two closely similar forms: Serbian, written in the Cyrillic alphabet, and Croat, written in the Roman alphabet. Since the breakup of Yugoslavia the names of the individual languages have generally been preferred.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Serbo-Croat.













Sercial

 
/ˈsərsēəl, sərsˈyäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown chiefly in Madeira.




2.
 
a dry, light Madeira made from the Sercial grape.











– origin

 Portuguese.






sere1


 
/sir /

 
sear





I.
 
adjective




(especially of vegetation) dry or withered




•
 
small green vineyards encircled by vast sear fields.

















– origin

 Old English 
sēar

 : see sear
 .






sere2


 
/sir/





I.
 
noun






[Ecology]

 a natural succession of plant (or animal) communities, especially a full series from uncolonized habitat to the appropriate climax vegetation.

Compare with succession
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
serere

 ‘join in a series.’





Seremban

 
/səˈrembən/






a town in southwestern Malaysia; pop. 419,500 (est. 2009).










serenade

 
/ˌserəˈnād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of music sung or played in the open air, typically by a man at night under the window of his lover.




2.
 
another term for serenata
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entertain (someone) with a serenade




•
 
a strolling guitarist serenades the diners.














III.
 
derivatives





serenader

 
/ˌserəˈnādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
sérénade

 , from Italian 
serenata

 , from 
sereno

 ‘serene.’






serenata

 
/ˌserəˈnädə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a cantata with a pastoral subject.




2.
 


[Music]

 a simple form of suite for orchestra or wind band.











– origin

 Italian, ‘serenade’ (see serenade
 ).





serendipitous

 
/ˌserənˈdipədəs/





I.
 
adjective




occurring or discovered by chance in a happy or beneficial way




•
 
a serendipitous encounter.














II.
 
derivatives





serendipitously






adverb





















serendipity

 
/ˌserənˈdipədē/





I.
 
noun




the occurrence and development of events by chance in a happy or beneficial way




•
 
a fortunate stroke of serendipity




•
 
a series of small serendipities.

















– origin

 1754: coined by Horace Walpole, suggested by 
The Three Princes of Serendip

 , the title of a fairy tale in which the heroes “were always making discoveries, by accidents and sagacity, of things they were not in quest of.”






serene

 
/səˈrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
calm, peaceful, and untroubled; tranquil




•
 
her eyes were closed and she looked very serene




•
 
serene certainty.










2.
 
(
Serene

 )
 — (in a title) used as a term of respect for members of some European royal families




•
 
His Serene Highness.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the serene

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 an expanse of clear sky or calm sea




•
 
not a cloud obscured the deep serene.

















– origin

 late Middle English (describing the weather or sky as ‘clear, fine, and calm’): from Latin 
serenus

 .





serenely

 
/səˈrēnlē/






adverb




in a calm, peaceful, and untroubled manner




•
 
she smiled serenely




•
 
he is serenely confident in his own abilities.



















Serengeti

 
/ˌserənˈɡedē/






a vast plain in Tanzania, west of the Great Rift Valley. In 1951 the Serengeti National Park was created to protect the area's large numbers of wildebeest, zebra, and Thomson's gazelle.









Serenissima

 
/ˌserəˈnisəmə/





I.
 
noun

 — (
La Serenissima

 , 
the Serenissima

 )


1.
 
Venice




•
 
the ghost-fleets of the Serenissima's seafaring past.

















– origin

 Italian, feminine of 
serenissimo

 ‘most serene.’





serenity

 
/səˈrenədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being calm, peaceful, and untroubled




•
 
an oasis of serenity amidst the bustling city.










2.
 
(
His/Your

 , etc., 
Serenity

 )
 — a title given to a reigning prince or similar dignitary.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
serenite

 , from Latin 
serenitas

 , from 
serenus

 ‘clear, fair’ (see serene
 ).





serf

 
/sərf/





I.
 
noun




an agricultural laborer bound under the feudal system to work on his lord's estate.








II.
 
derivatives





serfage

 
/-fij /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘slave’): from Old French, from Latin 
servus

 ‘slave.’





serfdom

 
/ˈsərfdəm/






noun




the state of being a serf or feudal laborer




•
 
the liberation of the peasants from serfdom.



















serge

 
/sərj/





I.
 
noun




a durable twilled woolen or worsted fabric.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sarge

 , from a variant of Latin 
serica (lana

 ) ‘silken (wool),’ from 
sericus

 (see silk
 ).





sergeant

 
/ˈsärjənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a noncommissioned officer in the armed forces, in particular (in the US Army or Marine Corps) an NCO ranking above corporal and below staff sergeant, or (in the US Air Force) an NCO ranking above airman and below staff sergeant.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a police officer ranking below an inspector.




3.
 


(US)

 a police officer ranking below a lieutenant.








II.
 
derivatives





sergeancy

 
/ˈsärj(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sergent

 , from Latin 
servient-

 ‘serving,’ from the verb 
servire

 . Early use was as a general term meaning ‘attendant, servant’ and ‘common soldier’; the term was later applied to specific official roles.





sergeant-at-arms

 
/ˌsärjəntətˈärmz /

 


‹Brit.›

 serjeant-at-arms






noun



1.
 
an official of a legislative or other assembly whose duty includes maintaining order and security.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a knight or armed officer in the service of the monarch or a lord.













Sergeant Baker





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 a brightly colored edible marine fish with two elongated dorsal fin rays, occurring in warm Australian coastal waters.

[
Aulopus purpurissatus

 , family 
Aulopidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





sergeant first class






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Army of a rank above staff sergeant and below master sergeant.














sergeant fish

 
/ˈsärjənt fiSH/






noun




another term for cobia
 .














sergeant major

 
/ˈˌsärjənt ˈmājər/






noun



1.
 
a noncommissioned officer in the US Army or Marine Corps of the highest rank, above master sergeant and below warrant officer.




2.
 
a warrant officer in the British army.




3.
 
a fish with boldly striped sides that lives in warm seas, typically on coral reefs.

[
Abudefduf saxatilis

 , family 
Pomacentridae

 .]













serger

 
/ˈsərjər/






noun




a sewing machine used for overcasting to prevent material from fraying at the edge.













Sergius, St.

 
/ˈsərjēəs/






(1314–92), Russian monastic reformer and mystic; Russian name 
Svyatoi Sergi Radonezhsky

 . He re-established the monasticism that had been lost through the Tartar invasion and inspired the resistance that saved Russia from the Tartars in 1380. Feast day, September 25.









serial

 
/ˈsirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of, forming part of, or taking place in a series




•
 
a serial publication.










2.
 


[Music]

 using transformations of a fixed series of notes.




3.
 


[Computing]

 (of a device) involving the transfer of data as a single sequence of bits.

See also serial port
 .




4.
 


[Computing]

 (of a processor) running only a single task, as opposed to multitasking.




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of verbs) used in sequence to form a construction, as in 
they wanted, needed, longed for peace

 .




6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a criminal) repeatedly committing the same offense and typically following a characteristic, predictable behavior pattern




•
 
a suspected serial rapist.










7.
 
repeatedly following the same behavior pattern




•
 
he was a serial adulterer




•
 
serial monogamy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a story or play appearing in regular installments on television or radio or in a periodical




•
 
a new three-part drama serial.










2.
 
(usu. 
serials

 )
 — (in a library) a periodical.








III.
 
derivatives





seriality

 
/ˌsi(ə)rēˈalitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from series
 + -al
 , perhaps suggested by French 
sérial

 .





serial comma






noun




a comma used after the penultimate item in a list of three or more items, before ‘and’ or ‘or’ (e.g., 
an Italian painter, sculptor, and architect

 ).

Also called Harvard comma, Oxford comma.













serialism

 
/ˈsirēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a compositional technique in which a fixed series of notes, especially the twelve notes of the chromatic scale, are used to generate the harmonic and melodic basis of a piece and are subject to change only in specific ways. The first fully serial movements appeared in 1923 in works by Arnold Schoenberg.

See also twelve-tone
 .








II.
 
derivatives





serialist

 
/ˈsirēələst /






adjective, noun





















serialize

 
/ˈsirēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
publish or broadcast (a story or play) in regular installments




•
 
sections of the book were serialized in 
The New Yorker

 .










2.
 
arrange (something) in a series.




3.
 


[Music]

 compose according to the techniques of serialism.








II.
 
derivatives





serialization

 
/ˌsirēələˈzāSHən ˌsirēəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















serial killer






noun




a person who commits a series of murders, often with no apparent motive and typically following a characteristic, predictable behavior pattern




•
 
police have arrested a suspect they believe is a notorious serial killer who terrorized Wichita in the 1970s.



















serial killing






noun



1.
 
one of a series of murders, typically having similar characteristics, that are committed by the same person




•
 
a man has been arrested in connection with the Suffolk serial killings.










2.
 
the action of committing a series of murders, each typically having similar characteristics




•
 
his current case concerns the serial killing of young women who are first sedated, then murdered.



















serially

 
/ˈsirēəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a series or sequence




•
 
his stories were published serially in periodicals




•
 
serially numbered images.










2.
 
in a way that repeatedly follows a characteristic, predictable behavior pattern




•
 
a specialist who serially abused the trust of vulnerable patients




•
 
serially offending drug addicts.



















serial monogamy





I.
 
noun




the practice of engaging in a succession of monogamous sexual relationships.








II.
 
derivatives





serial monogamist






noun





















serial number

 
/ˈsirēəl ˈnəmbər/






noun




a number showing the position of an item in a series, especially one printed on paper currency or on a manufactured article for the purposes of identification.














serial port






noun






[Computing]

 a connector by which a device that sends data one bit at a time may be connected to a computer.

Compare with parallel port
 .













serial section





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 each of a series of thin sections through tissue cut in successive parallel planes, especially for mounting on microscope slides.








II.
 
derivatives





serial sectioning






noun





















seriate

 
/ˈsirēˌāt /

 

‹technical›






I.
 
adjective




arranged or occurring in one or more series.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (items) in a sequence according to prescribed criteria.








III.
 
derivatives





seriation

 
/ˌsi(ə)rēˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from 
seriation

 , from series
 .





seriatim

 
/ˌsirēˈādəm ˌsirēˈadəm/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 taking one subject after another in regular order; point by point




•
 
it is proposed to deal with these matters seriatim.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
series

 , on the pattern of Latin 
gradatim

 and 
literatim

 .





sericite

 
/ˈserəˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a fine-grained fibrous variety of muscovite formed by the alteration of feldspar, found chiefly in schist and in hydrothermally altered rock.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
sericum

 ‘silk’ + -ite
 1
 .





sericulture

 
/ˈserəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the production of silk and the rearing of silkworms for this purpose.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sericultural

 
/ˌserəˈkəlCH(ə)rəl /






adjective













2.
 
sericulturist

 
/ˌserəˈkəl(t)SH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of French 
sériciculture

 , from late Latin 
sericum

 ‘silk’ + French 
culture

 ‘cultivation.’





seriema

 
/ˌserēˈemə ˌserēˈāmə ˌseriˈēmə /

 
cariama





I.
 
noun




a large, ground-dwelling South American bird related to the bustards, with a long neck and legs and a crest above the bill.

[Family 
Cariamidae

 : two genera and species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Tupi 
siriema

 ‘crested.’






series

 
/ˈsirēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of things, events, or people of a similar kind or related nature coming one after another




•
 
the explosion was the latest in 
a series of

 accidents




•
 
he gave 
a series of

 lectures on modern art.










2.
 
a set of books, maps, periodicals, or other documents published in a common format or under a common title.




3.
 
a set of games played between two teams, or among any number of individual competitors




•
 
a playoff series against Portland.







See also World Series
 .




4.
 
a set of stamps, banknotes, or coins issued at a particular time or having a common design or theme.




5.
 
a line of products, especially vehicles or machines, sharing features of design or assembly and marketed with a separate number from other lines


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a series III SWB Land Rover.










6.
 
a set of related television or radio programs, especially of a specified kind




•
 
a new drama series.










7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting electrical circuits or components arranged so that the current passes through each successively.

The opposite of parallel
 .




8.
 


[Music]

 another term for tone row
 .




9.
 


[Geology]

 (in chronostratigraphy) a range of strata corresponding to an epoch in time, being a subdivision of a system and itself subdivided into stages




•
 
the Pliocene series.










10.
 


[Chemistry]

 a set of elements with common properties or of compounds related in composition or structure




•
 
the metals of the lanthanide series.







Compare with period
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun).




11.
 


[Mathematics]

 a set of quantities constituting a progression or having the several values determined by a common relation.




12.
 


[Phonetics]

 a group of speech sounds having at least one phonetic feature in common but distinguished in other respects.








II.
 
phrases





in series






(of a set of batteries or electrical components) arranged so that the current passes through each successively.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘row, chain,’ from 
serere

 ‘join, connect.’






serif

 
/ˈserəf/





I.
 
noun




a slight projection finishing off a stroke of a letter in certain typefaces.








II.
 
derivatives





seriffed






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Dutch 
schreef

 ‘dash, line,’ of Germanic origin.





serigraph

 
/ˈserəɡraf/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a printed design produced by means of a silkscreen.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
serigrapher

 
/səˈriɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
serigraphy

 
/səˈriɡrəfē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
sericum

 ‘silk’ + -graph
 .





serin

 
/ˈserən/





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian and North African finch related to the canary, with a short bill and typically streaky plumage.

[Genus 
Serinus

 , family 
Fringillidae

 : several species, in particular the 
European serin

 (
S. serinus

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a canary): from French, ‘canary,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





serine

 
/ˈserēn, ˈsi(ə)r-, -in/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophilic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 OHCHNH2
 COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
sericum

 ‘silk’ + -ine
 4
 .





seriocomic

 
/ˌsirēōˈkämik/





I.
 
adjective




combining the serious and the comic; serious in intention but jocular in manner or vice versa




•
 
a telling seriocomic critique.














II.
 
derivatives





seriocomically






adverb





















serious

 
/ˈsirēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) solemn or thoughtful in character or manner




•
 
her face grew serious.










2.
 
(of a subject, state, or activity) demanding careful consideration or application




•
 
marriage is a serious matter.










3.
 
(of thought or discussion) careful or profound




•
 
we give serious consideration to safety recommendations.










4.
 
(of music, literature, or other art forms) requiring deep reflection and inviting a considered response




•
 
he bridges the gap between serious and popular music.










5.
 
acting or speaking sincerely and in earnest, rather than in a joking or halfhearted manner




•
 
suddenly he wasn't teasing any more—he was deadly serious




•
 
actors who are 
serious about

 their work.










6.
 
significant or worrying because of possible danger or risk; not slight or negligible




•
 
she escaped serious injury




•
 
Haydn was Mozart's only serious rival.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 substantial in terms of size, number, or quality




•
 
he suddenly had serious money to spend




•
 
a serious chocolate cheesecake.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
serieux

 or late Latin 
seriosus

 , from Latin 
serius

 ‘earnest, serious.’






seriously

 
/ˈsirēəslē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a solemn or considered manner




•
 
the doctor looked seriously at him.










2.
 
with earnest intent; not lightly or superficially




•
 
I seriously considered canceling my subscription.










3.
 
really or sincerely (used especially to indicate a response of surprise or shock)




•
 
do you seriously believe that I would jeopardize my career by such acts?










4.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to add sincerity to a statement that is to follow, especially after a facetious exchange of remarks




•
 


seriously though

 , shortcuts rarely work.










5.
 


‹informal›

 used to indicate surprise at what someone has said and to check whether they really meant it




•
 
“I'm dying to know.” “Seriously?” “Of course.”










6.
 
to a degree that is significant or worrying because of possible danger or risk




•
 
the amount of fat you eat can seriously affect your health




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
three men are seriously ill in the hospital.










7.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 very




•
 
he was seriously rich




•
 
I drove to the station in a seriously bad mood.














II.
 
phrases





take someone/something seriously






regard someone or something as important and worthy of attention.

















serious-minded






adjective




sincere, solemn, or thoughtful in character or manner




•
 
my mother is serious-minded and often depressed




•
 
a weighty, worthy, serious-minded film.



















seriousness

 
/ˈsirēəsnəs/





I.
 
noun




the quality or state of being serious




•
 
we are aware of the seriousness of the situation




•
 
she replied with deadly seriousness.














II.
 
phrases





in all seriousness






very seriously; not as a joke




•
 
I ask this question in all seriousness.























serjeant-at-law

 
/ˌsärjəntətˈlô/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a barrister of the highest rank.













serjeanty

 
/ˈsärjən(t)ē/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a form of feudal tenure conditional on rendering some specified personal service to the monarch.













Serling, Rod

 
/ˈsərliNG/






(1924–75), US writer and television producer; full name 
Rodman Edward Serling

 . He created and hosted the television series 
The Twilight Zone

 (1959–64) and 
Night Gallery

 (1970–73). He also wrote many award-winning scripts for television plays such as 
Requiem for a Heavyweight

 (1957).









sermon

 
/ˈsərmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a talk on a religious or moral subject, especially one given during a church service and based on a passage from the Bible.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a long or tedious piece of admonition or reproof; a lecture.








II.
 
derivatives





sermonic

 
/sərˈmänik /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘speech, discourse’): from Old French, from Latin 
sermo(n-)

 ‘discourse, talk.’





sermonette

 
/ˌsərməˈnet/






noun




a short sermon.













sermonize

 
/ˈsərməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compose or deliver a sermon.




2.
 
deliver an opinionated and dogmatic talk to someone




•
 
they confidently sermonize on the fixed nature of identity




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I just don't like being sermonized.














II.
 
derivatives





sermonizer

 
/ˈsərməˌnīzər /






noun





















Sermon on the Mount






noun




the discourse of Jesus recorded in Matt. 5–7, including the Beatitudes and the Lord's Prayer.













sero-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to serum




•
 
serotype.










2.
 
involving a serous membrane




•
 
serositis.

















– origin

 representing serum
 .





seroconvert

 
/ˌsirōkənˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a person) undergo a change from a seronegative to a seropositive condition.








II.
 
derivatives





seroconversion

 
/-ˈvərZHən /






noun





















serodiagnosis

 
/ˌsirōˌdīəɡˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 diagnosis based on the study of blood sera.








II.
 
derivatives





serodiagnostic

 
/-ˈnästik /






adjective





















serology

 
/siˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study or diagnostic examination of blood serum, especially with regard to the response of the immune system to pathogens or introduced substances.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
serologic

 
/ˌsiräˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
serological






adjective













3.
 
serologically






adverb













4.
 
serologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















seronegative

 
/ˌsirōˈneɡədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 giving a negative result in a test of blood serum, e.g., for the presence of a virus.








II.
 
derivatives





seronegativity

 
/-ˌneɡəˈtivitē /






noun





















seropositive

 
/ˌsirōˈpäzədiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 giving a positive result in a test of blood serum, e.g., for the presence of a virus.








II.
 
derivatives





seropositivity

 
/ˌsirōˌpäzəˈtivədē /






noun





















seroprevalence

 
/ˌsirōˈprevələns/






noun






[Medicine]

 the level of a pathogen in a population, as measured in blood serum.













serosa

 
/səˈrōsə/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the tissue of a serous membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





serosal






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, feminine of medieval Latin 
serosus

 ‘serous.’





serositis

 
/ˌsirōˈsīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a serous membrane.













serotine

 
/ˈserət(i)n ˈserəˌtīn ˈserəˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a medium-sized insectivorous bat found in Eurasia and Africa.

[● a chiefly Eurasian bat (genus 
Eptesicus

 , family 
Vespertilionidae

 , in particular the widespread 
E. serotinus

 ). ● an African bat (genus 
Pipistrellus

 , family 
Vespertilionidae

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
sérotine

 , from Latin 
serotinus

 ‘of the evening, late,’ from 
serus

 ‘late.’





serotonergic

 
/ˌserədōˈnərjik/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 denoting a nerve ending that releases and is stimulated by serotonin.













serotonin

 
/ˌsirəˈtōnən ˌserəˈtōnən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound present in blood platelets and serum that constricts the blood vessels and acts as a neurotransmitter.

[Alternative name: 
5-hydroxytryptamine

 ; chem. formula: C10
 H12
 N2
 O.]











– origin

 1940s: from serum
 + tonic
 + -in
 1
 .





serotype

 
/ˈsirəˌtīp ˈserəˌtīp /

 

‹Microbiology›






I.
 
noun




a serologically distinguishable strain of a microorganism.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign (a microorganism) to a particular serotype.








III.
 
derivatives





serotypic

 
/ˌsi(ə)rəˈtipik, ˌserə- /






adjective





















serous

 
/ˈsirəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 of, resembling, or producing serum.








II.
 
derivatives





serosity

 
/səˈräsədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
séreux

 or medieval Latin 
serosus

 , from 
serum

 (see serum
 ).





serous membrane






noun




a mesothelial tissue that lines certain internal cavities of the body, forming a smooth, transparent, two-layered membrane lubricated by a fluid derived from serum. The peritoneum, pericardium, and pleura are serous membranes.













serow

 
/səˈrō, ˈserō/





I.
 
noun




a goat-antelope with short sharp horns, long coarse hair, and a beard, native to forested mountain slopes of Southeast Asia, Taiwan, and Japan.

[Genus 
Capricornis

 , family 
Bovidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from Lepcha 
sā-ro

 .





Serpens

 
/ˈsərpənz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a large constellation (the Serpent) on the celestial equator, said to represent the snake coiled around Ophiuchus. It is divided into two parts by Ophiuchus, 
Serpens Caput

 (the “head”) and 
Serpens Cauda

 (the “tail”).




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Serpentis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Serpentis.













– origin

 Latin.






serpent

 
/ˈsərpənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a large snake.




2.
 
(
the Serpent

 )
 — a biblical name for Satan (see Gen. 3, Rev. 20).




3.
 
a dragon or other mythical snakelike reptile.




4.
 
a sly or treacherous person, especially one who exploits a position of trust in order to betray it.




5.
 


‹historical›

 a bass wind instrument made of leather-covered wood in three U-shaped turns, with a cup-shaped mouthpiece and few keys. It was played in military and church bands from the 17th to 19th centuries.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
serpent-

 ‘creeping,’ from the verb 
serpere

 .






Serpentes

 
/sərˈpen(t)ēz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
another term for Ophidia
 .







– origin

 Latin, ‘reptiles.’






serpentine

 
/ˈsərpənˌtēn ˈsərpənˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a serpent or snake




•
 
serpentine coils.










2.
 
winding and twisting like a snake




•
 
serpentine country lanes.










3.
 
complex, cunning, or treacherous




•
 
his charm was too subtle and serpentine for me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark green mineral consisting of hydrated magnesium silicate, sometimes mottled or spotted like a snake's skin.




2.
 
a thing in the shape of a winding curve or line, in particular




3.
 
a riding exercise consisting of a series of half-circles made alternately to right and left.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a kind of cannon, used especially in the 15th and 16th centuries.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or lie in a winding path or line




•
 
fresh tire tracks serpentined back toward the hopper.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
serpentinus

 (see serpent
 ).





serpentinite

 
/ˌsərpənˈtēnīt, -ˈtī-/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a dark, typically greenish metamorphic rock, consisting largely of serpentine or related minerals, formed when mafic igneous rocks are altered by water.











– origin

 1930s: from serpentine
 + -ite
 1
 .





serpentinize

 
/ˌsərpənˈtēnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 convert into serpentine.








II.
 
derivatives





serpentinization

 
/-ˌtēniˈzāSHən /






noun





















serpiginous

 
/sərˈpijənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a skin lesion or ulcerated region) having a wavy margin.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
serpigo

 , 
serpigin-

 ‘ringworm’ (from Latin 
serpere

 ‘to creep’) + -ous
 .





SERPS

 
/sərps/






abbreviation




(in the UK) state earnings-related pension scheme.













serranid

 
/ˈserənəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the sea bass family (
Serranidae

 ), whose members are predatory marine fish with a spiny dorsal fin.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Serranidae

 , from the genus name 
Serranus

 , from Latin 
serra

 ‘saw.’





serrano

 
/səˈränō/





I.
 
noun




a small chili of a very hot variety that is used fresh or dried in Mexican cooking.











– origin

 from Spanish, literally ‘of the mountains, highlander.’





serrate

 
/ˈserāt ˈserət/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 serrated




•
 
serrate leaves.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
serratus

 , from Latin 
serra

 ‘saw.’





serrated

 
/səˈrādəd/






adjective




having or denoting a jagged edge; sawlike




•
 
a knife with a serrated edge.



















serration

 
/seˈrāSHən/






noun

 — (usu. 
serrations

 )


1.
 
a tooth or point of a serrated edge or surface




•
 
a heavy-duty knife with sawtooth serrations.



















serried

 
/ˈserēd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of rows of people or things) standing close together




•
 
serried ranks of soldiers




•
 
the serried rows of vines.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: past participle of 
serry

 ‘press close,’ probably from French 
serré

 ‘close together,’ based on Latin 
sera

 ‘lock.’





sertão

 
/seKHˈtou/





I.
 
noun




(in Brazil) an arid region of scrub.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: Portuguese.





Sertoli cell

 
/sərˈtōlē ˌsel/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a type of somatic cell around which spermatids develop in the tubules of the testis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Enrico 
Sertoli

 (1842–1910), Italian histologist.






serum

 
/ˈsirəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amber-colored, protein-rich liquid that separates out when blood coagulates.




2.
 
the blood serum of an animal, used especially to provide immunity to a pathogen or toxin by inoculation or as a diagnostic agent.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘whey.’





serum hepatitis






noun




a viral form of hepatitis transmitted through infected blood products, causing fever, debility, and jaundice.













serum sickness






noun




an allergic reaction to an injection of serum, typically mild and characterized by skin rashes, joint stiffness, and fever.













serv.






abbreviation




service.













serval

 
/ˈsərvəl sərˈval/





I.
 
noun




a slender African wildcat with long legs, large ears, and a black-spotted orange-brown coat.

[
Felis serval

 , family 
Felidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Portuguese 
cerval

 ‘deerlike,’ from 
cervo

 ‘deer,’ from Latin 
cervus

 .





servant

 
/ˈsərvənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who performs duties for others, especially a person employed in a house on domestic duties or as a personal attendant.




2.
 
a person employed in the service of a government.

See also civil servant
 , public servant
 .




3.
 
a devoted and helpful follower or supporter




•
 
a tireless servant of God.














II.
 
derivatives





servanthood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘(person) serving,’ present participle (used as a noun) of 
servir

 ‘to serve.’






serve

 
/sərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform duties or services for (another person or an organization)




•
 
Malcolm has served the church very faithfully.










2.
 
provide (an area or group of people) with a product or service




•
 
a telecommunications company that serves southern New England.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be employed as a member of the armed forces




•
 
a military engineer who served with the army.










4.
 
spend (a period) in office, in an apprenticeship, or in prison




•
 
he is serving a ten-year jail sentence.










5.
 
present (food or drink) to someone




•
 
they serve wine instead of beer




•
 
serve white wines chilled.










6.
 
present (someone) with food or drink




•
 
I'll 
serve

 you 
with

 coffee and cake




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
Peter served them generous portions of soup.










7.
 
(of food or drink) be enough for




•
 
the recipe serves four people.










8.
 
attend to (a customer in a store)




•
 
she turned to serve the impatient customer.










9.
 
supply (goods) to a customer.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Christian Church]

 act as a server at the celebration of the Eucharist.




11.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 play (a trick) on (someone)




•
 
I remember the trick you served me.










12.
 


[Law]

 deliver (a document such as a summons or writ) in a formal manner to the person to whom it is addressed




•
 
a warrant was 
served on

 Jack Sherman.










13.
 
deliver a document to (someone) in a formal manner




•
 
they were just about to 
serve

 him 
with

 a writ.










14.
 
be of use in achieving or satisfying




•
 
this book will serve a useful purpose




•
 
the union came into existence to serve the interests of musicians.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be of some specified use




•
 
the island's one pub 
serves as

 a cafe by day




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
sweat serves to cool down the body.










16.
 
function for or treat (someone) in a specified way




•
 
the strategy served him well.










17.
 
(of a male breeding-animal) copulate with (a female).




18.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in tennis and other racket sports) hit the ball or shuttlecock to begin play




•
 
he tossed the ball up to serve




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
serve the ball onto the front wall.










19.
 


[Nautical]

 bind (a rope) with thin cord to protect or strengthen it.




20.
 


[Military]

 operate (a gun)




•
 
before long Lodge was the only man in his section able to serve the guns.














II.
 
noun




(in tennis and other racket sports) an act or turn of hitting the ball or shuttlecock to start play




•
 
he was let down by an erratic serve.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
if my memory serves me






if I remember correctly.









2.
 
serve at table






act as a waiter.









3.
 
serve someone right






be someone's deserved punishment or misfortune




•
 
it would serve you right if Jeff walked out on you.















4.
 
serve one's time





a.
 
(also 
serve out one's time

 )
 — hold office for the normal period.




b.
 
(also 
serve time

 )
 — spend time in office, in an apprenticeship, or in prison.









5.
 
serve two masters






take orders from two superiors or follow two conflicting or opposing principles or policies at the same time.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 6:24.]












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





serve out








[Tennis]

 win the final game of a set or match while serving




•
 
Fitzgerald then 
served out for

 the set.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
servir

 , from Latin 
servire

 , from 
servus

 ‘slave.’





serve-and-volley

 
/ˌsərvənˈvälē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Tennis]

 denoting a style of play in which the server moves close to the net after serving, ready to play an attacking volley off the return.








II.
 
derivatives





serve-and-volleyer






noun





















server

 
/ˈsərvər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that provides a service or commodity, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a waiter or waitress.




3.
 


[Christian Church]

 a person assisting the celebrant at the celebration of the Eucharist.




4.
 
a sideboard or similar piece of furniture, on which food to be served is placed.




5.
 
a computer or computer program that manages access to a centralized resource or service in a network.













server farm






noun




another term for data center
 .













servery

 
/ˈsərvərē/






noun






(Brit.)

 a counter, service hatch, or room from which meals are served.














Servian1


 
/ˈsərvēən/






adjective




of or relating to 
Servius Tullius

 , the semilegendary sixth king of ancient Rome (
fl.

 6th century 
BC

 ).













Servian2







noun, adjective




archaic variant of Serbian
 .













Servian wall






a wall encircling the ancient city of Rome, said to have been built by Servius Tullius.

See Servian
 1
 .










service

 
/ˈsərvəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of helping or doing work for someone




•
 
millions are involved in voluntary service.










2.
 
an act of assistance




•
 
he has done us a great service




•
 
he volunteered his services as a driver.










3.
 
assistance or advice given to customers during and after the sale of goods




•
 
they aim to provide better quality of service.










4.
 
the action or process of serving food and drinks to customers




•
 
they complained of poor bar service.










5.
 
short for service charge
 :




•
 
service is included in the final bill.










6.
 
a period of employment with a company or organization




•
 
he retired after 40 years' service.










7.
 
employment as a servant




•
 
the pitifully low wages gained from domestic service.







See also in service
 below.




8.
 
the use that can be made of a machine




•
 
the computer should provide good service for years.










9.
 
a periodic routine inspection and maintenance of a vehicle or other machine




•
 
he took his car in for service




•
 
they phoned for service on their air conditioning.










10.
 
(
the services

 )
 — the armed forces




•
 
troops from all branches of the services




•
 (as 
modifier

 
service

 )
 
service personnel.










11.
 
(
services

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 an area with parking beside a major road supplying gasoline, refreshments, and other amenities to motorists.




12.
 
a system supplying a public need such as transport, communications, or utilities such as electricity and water




•
 
a regular bus service.










13.
 
a public department or organization run by the government




•
 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.










14.
 
a ceremony of religious worship according to a prescribed form; the prescribed form for such a ceremony




•
 
a funeral service.










15.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a set of matching dishes and utensils used for serving a particular meal




•
 
a dinner service.










16.
 
(in tennis and other racket sports) the action or right of serving to begin play.




17.
 
a serve.




18.
 


[Law]

 the formal delivery of a document such as a writ or summons.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform routine maintenance or repair work on (a vehicle or machine)




•
 
have your car serviced regularly.










2.
 
supply and maintain systems for public utilities and transportation and communications in (an area)




•
 
the town is small but well serviced.










3.
 
perform a service or services for (someone)




•
 
the state's biggest health maintenance organization servicing the poor.










4.
 
pay interest on (a debt)




•
 
taxpayers are paying $250 million just to service that debt.










5.
 
(of a male animal) mate with (a female animal).




6.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (a woman).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be at someone's service






be ready to assist someone whenever possible.









2.
 
be of service






be available to assist someone.









3.
 
in service





a.
 
in or available for use.




b.
 


‹dated›

 employed as a servant.









4.
 
out of service






not available for use.









5.
 
see service





a.
 
serve in the armed forces




•
 
he saw service in both world wars.










b.
 
be used




•
 
the building later saw service as a blacksmith's shop.





















– origin

 Old English (denoting religious devotion or a form of liturgy), from Old French 
servise

 or Latin 
servitium

 ‘slavery,’ from 
servus

 ‘slave.’ The early sense of the verb (mid 19th cent.) was ‘be of service to, provide with a service.’





serviceable

 
/ˈsərvəsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fulfilling its function adequately; usable




•
 
an aging but still serviceable water supply system.










2.
 
functional and durable rather than attractive.




3.
 
in working order




•
 
only twelve aircraft were fully serviceable this morning.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
serviceability

 
/ˌsərvəsəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
serviceably

 
/ˈsərvəsəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘willing to be of service’): from Old French 
servisable

 , from 
servise

 (see service
 ).





service area

 
/ˈsərvəs ˈerēə/






noun



1.
 
a roadside area where services are available to motorists.




2.
 
the area covered by the signal of a broadcasting station.













serviceberry

 
/ˈsərvəsˌberē/






noun



1.
 
the fruit of the service tree.




2.
 
another term for juneberry
 .













service book

 
/ˈsərvəs ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book of authorized forms of worship used in a church.













service bureau






noun






[Computing]

 an organization providing services such as scanning, prepress, and color printing.













service cap






noun




a round, flat-topped cap with a visor that is part of the US Army and US Air Force service uniform.













service ceiling

 
/ˈsərvəs ˈsēliNG/






noun




the maximum height at which an aircraft can sustain a specified rate of climb dependent on engine type.














service charge

 
/ˈsərvəs ˌCHärj /

 
service fee






noun




an extra charge assessed for a service.













service club






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an association of business or professional people with the aims of promoting community welfare and goodwill.













service contract

 
/ˈsərvəs kənˈtrakt ˈkäntrakt/






noun




a business agreement between a contractor and customer covering the maintenance and servicing of equipment over a specified period.













service dress






noun






(Brit.)

 military uniform worn on formal but not ceremonial occasions.













service economy






noun




an economy or the sector of an economy that is based on trade in services.













service game

 
/ˈsərvəs ɡām/






noun



1.
 
(in tennis and other racket sports) a game in which a particular player serves.




2.
 
a player's skill or style in serving.













service industry

 
/ˈsərvəs ˈindəstrē/






noun




a business that does work for a customer, and occasionally provides goods, but is not involved in manufacturing.













service line

 
/ˈsərvəs līn/






noun



1.
 
(in tennis, badminton, and other sports) a line on a court marking the limit of the area into which the ball must be served.




2.
 
(especially in handball and paddleball) a line on a court marking the boundary of the area in which the server must be standing when serving.













serviceman

 
/ˈsərvəsˌmən ˈsərvəsˌman/






noun



1.
 
a man serving in the armed forces.




2.
 
a person providing maintenance on machinery, especially domestic machinery.













service mark






noun




a legally registered name or designation used in the manner of a trademark to distinguish an organization's services from those of its competitors.













service member






noun






(US)

 a person serving in the armed forces




•
 
the organization helps service members transition back into civilian life.



















service module

 
/ˈsərvəs ˈmäjo͞ol/






noun




a detachable compartment of a spacecraft carrying fuel and supplies.













service pack






noun




a periodically released update to software from a manufacturer, consisting of requested enhancements and fixes for known bugs.














service provider






noun






[Computing]

 a company that provides its subscribers access to the Internet.













servicer

 
/ˈsərvisər/






noun



1.
 
a person or organization that services something




•
 
you will have to go to your car servicer for this.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an organization that collects debt payments on behalf of a lender.














service road

 
/ˈsərvəs rōd/






noun




another term for frontage road
 .














service star






noun






[Military]

 a star awarded to indicate service in a specific battle or campaign.













service station

 
/ˈsərvə(s) ˌstāSHən/






noun




a gas station, typically one having the facilities to provide automotive repairs and maintenance.













service stripe






noun






[Military]

 a stripe worn on the left sleeve of an enlisted person's tunic, indicating the number of years in service.













service tree





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian tree of the rose family, closely related to the rowan.

[Genus 
Sorbus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : the southern European 
true service tree

 (
S. domestica

 ), with compound leaves and green-brown fruits that are edible when overripe, and the 
wild service tree

 (
S. torminalis

 ), with lobed leaves and brown berries.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: 
service

 from an alteration of the plural of obsolete 
serve

 , from Old English 
syrfe

 , based on Latin 
sorbus

 .





servicewoman

 
/ˈsərvəsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman serving in the armed forces.













serviette

 
/ˌsərvēˈet/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
(Canadian)

 a table napkin.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, from 
servir

 ‘to serve.’





servile

 
/ˈsərvəl ˈsərˌvīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing an excessive willingness to serve or please others




•
 
bowing his head in a servile manner.










2.
 
of or characteristic of a slave or slaves.








II.
 
derivatives





servilely

 
/ˈsərvəlē ˈsərˌvīlˌlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘suitable for a slave or for the working class’): from Latin 
servilis

 , from 
servus

 ‘slave.’





servility

 
/sərˈvilədē/






noun




an excessive willingness to serve or please others




•
 
a classic example of media servility.



















serving

 
/ˈsərviNG/






noun




a quantity of food suitable for or served to one person




•
 
a large 
serving of

 spaghetti.



















serving man

 
/ˈsərviNGˌman/






noun






‹archaic›

 a male servant or attendant.













serving woman






noun






‹archaic›

 a female servant or attendant.













Servite

 
/ˈsərvīt/





I.
 
noun




a friar or nun of the Catholic religious order of the Servants of Blessed Mary, founded in 1233.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Servite religious order.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Servitae

 (plural), from Latin, from 
Servi Beatae Mariae

 , the formal title of the order (see above).





servitor

 
/ˈsərvədər ˈsərvəˌtôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who serves or attends on a social superior.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 an Oxford University undergraduate performing menial duties in exchange for assistance from college funds.








II.
 
derivatives





servitorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin, from 
servit-

 ‘served,’ from the verb 
servire

 (see serve
 ).





servitude

 
/ˈsərvəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being a slave or completely subject to someone more powerful.




2.
 


[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 the subjection of property to an easement.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
servitudo

 , from 
servus

 ‘slave.’






servlet

 
/ˈsərvlit/






noun






[Computing]

 a small, server-resident program that typically runs automatically in response to user input.













servo

 
/ˈsərvō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for servomechanism
 or servomotor
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or involving a servomechanism




•
 
hydraulic and electrical servo systems.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
servus

 ‘slave.’






servomechanism

 
/ˈsərvōˌmekənizəm/






noun




a powered mechanism producing motion or forces at a higher level of energy than the input level, e.g., in the brakes and steering of large motor vehicles, especially where feedback is employed to make the control automatic.














servomotor

 
/ˈsərvōˌmōdər/






noun




the motive element in a servomechanism.













SES






abbreviation




socioeconomic status.














sesame

 
/ˈsesəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall annual herbaceous plant of tropical and subtropical areas of the Old World, cultivated for its oil-rich seeds.

[
Sesamum indicum

 , family 
Pedaliaceae

 .]




2.
 
(
sesame seed

 )
 — the edible seeds of the sesame plant, which are used whole or have the oil extracted.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
sēsamon

 , 
sēsamē

 , probably of Semitic origin; compare with Arabic 
simsim

 .





sesamoid

 
/ˈsesəˌmoid /

 
sesamoid bone





I.
 
noun




a small independent bone or bony nodule developed in a tendon where it passes over an angular structure, typically in the hands and feet. The kneecap is a particularly large sesamoid bone.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from sesame
 (with reference to the similarity in shape of a sesame seed) + -oid
 .






Sesotho

 
/səˈsˌo͞oˌto͞o səˈsōdō səˈsoʊdoʊ/





I.
 
noun




the South Sotho language of the Basotho people, an official language in Lesotho and South Africa, with over 5 million speakers.

Also called Southern Sotho.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Sesotho.











– origin

 the name in Sesotho.






sesqui-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting one and a half




•
 
sesquicentenary.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) in which a particular element or group is present in a ratio of 3:2 compared with another




•
 
sesquioxide.

















– origin

 from Latin 
semi-

 (see semi-
 ) + 
-que

 ‘and.’





sesquialtera

 
/ˌseskwiˈaltərə/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 relating to or denoting a ratio of 3:2, as in an interval of a fifth.




2.
 


[Music]

 denoting an organ stop typically consisting of two ranks of narrow-scaled open flue pipes.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, feminine of 
sesquialter

 , from 
sesqui

 (see sesqui-
 ) + 
alter

 ‘second.’





sesquicentenary

 
/ˌseskwəsenˈtenərē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a sesquicentennial.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a sesquicentennial.













sesquicentennial

 
/ˌseskwəsenˈtenēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of a significant event.








II.
 
noun




a one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary.













sesquioxide

 
/ˌseskwēˈäksīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide in which oxygen is present in the ratio of three atoms to two of another element.













sesquipedalian

 
/ˌseskwəpəˈdālyən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 (of a word) polysyllabic; long




•
 
sesquipedalian surnames.










2.
 


‹formal›

 characterized by long words; long-winded




•
 
the sesquipedalian prose of scientific journals.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sesquipedalis

 ‘a foot and a half long,’ from 
sesqui-

 (see sesqui-
 ) + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





sesquiterpene

 
/ˌseskwəˈtərpēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a terpene with the formula C15
 H24
 , or a simple derivative of such a compound.














sessile

 
/ˈsesəl ˈseˌsīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of an organism, e.g., a barnacle) fixed in one place; immobile.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a plant or animal structure) attached directly by its base without a stalk or peduncle




•
 
sporangia may be stalked or sessile.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
sessilis

 , from 
sess-

 ‘seated,’ from the verb 
sedere

 .






sessile oak






noun




another term for durmast oak
 .













session

 
/ˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meeting of a deliberative or judicial body to conduct its business.




2.
 
a period during which meetings conducted by judicial bodies are regularly held




•
 
legislation to curb wildcat strikes will be introduced during the coming parliamentary session.










3.
 
the governing body of a Presbyterian Church.




4.
 
a period devoted to a particular activity




•
 
gym is followed by a training session.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a period of heavy or sustained drinking.




6.
 
a period of recording music in a studio, especially by a session musician




•
 
he did the sessions for a Great Country Hits album.










7.
 
the period during which a school has classes.








II.
 
phrases





in session






assembled for or proceeding with business.












III.
 
derivatives





sessional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
sessio(n-)

 , from 
sess-

 ‘seated’ (see sessile
 ).





session beer






noun




a beer that has a relatively low alcohol content and is therefore suitable for drinking over an extended period




•
 
a session beer with just 4% alcohol by volume.



















session clerk






noun




a chief lay official in the session of a Presbyterian Church.













session musician

 
/ˈseSHən myo͞oˈziSHən/






noun




a freelance musician hired to play on recording sessions.













Sessions, Roger

 
/ˈseSHənz/






(1896–1985), US composer; full name 
Roger Huntington Sessions

 . He composed eight symphonies, as well as operas such as 
Montezuma

 (1963), the cantata 
When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd

 (1970), and 
Concerto for Orchestra

 (1981).









sesterce

 
/ˈsestərs /

 
sestertius





I.
 
noun




an ancient Roman coin and monetary unit equal to one quarter of a denarius.











– origin

 from Latin 
sestertius (nummus)

 ‘(coin) that is two and a half (asses).’






sestet

 
/sesˈtet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Prosody]

 the last six lines of a sonnet.




2.
 


[Prosody]

 
[Music]

 
‹rare›

 a sextet.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian 
sestetto

 , from 
sesto

 , from Latin 
sextus

 ‘a sixth.’





sestina

 
/seˈstēnə/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a poem with six stanzas of six lines and a final triplet, all stanzas having the same six words at the line-ends in six different sequences that follow a fixed pattern, and with all six words appearing in the closing three-line envoi.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from 
sesto

 (see sestet
 ).






set1


 
/set/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put, lay, or stand (something) in a specified place or position




•
 
Dana set the mug of tea down




•
 
Catherine set a chair by the bed.










2.
 
(
be set

 )
 — be situated or fixed in a specified place or position




•
 
the village was set among olive groves on a hill.










3.
 
represent (a story, play, movie, or scene) as happening at a specified time or in a specified place




•
 
a spy novel set in Berlin.










4.
 
mount a precious stone in (something, typically a piece of jewelry)




•
 
a bracelet set with emeralds.










5.
 
mount (a precious stone) in something.




6.
 


[Printing]

 arrange (type) as required.




7.
 


[Printing]

 arrange the type for (a piece of text)




•
 
article headings will be set in Times fourteen point.










8.
 
prepare (a table) for a meal by placing cutlery, dishes, etc., on it in their proper places.




9.
 
(
set something to

 )
 — provide (music) so that a written work can be produced in a musical form




•
 
she set his poem to music.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a dancer) acknowledge another dancer, typically one's partner, using the steps prescribed




•
 
the gentleman 
sets to

 and turns with the lady on his left hand.










11.
 
cause (a hen) to sit on eggs.




12.
 
put (a seed or plant) in the ground to grow.




13.
 


[Sailing]

 put (a sail) up in position to catch the wind




•
 
a safe distance from shore all sails were set.







See also set sail
 below.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or bring into a specified state




•
 
plunging oil prices set in motion an economic collapse in Houston




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the hostages were set free.










15.
 
cause (someone or something) to start doing something




•
 
the incident set me thinking.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — instruct (someone) to do something




•
 
he'll set a man to watch you.










17.
 
give someone (a task)


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
the problem we have been set.










18.
 
devise (a test) and give it to someone to do.




19.
 
establish as (an example) for others to follow, copy, or try to achieve




•
 
the scheme sets a precedent for other companies.










20.
 
establish (a record)




•
 
his time in the 25-meter freestyle set a national record.










21.
 
decide on




•
 
they set a date for a full hearing at the end of February.










22.
 
fix (a price, value, or limit) on something




•
 
the unions had set a limit on the size of the temporary workforce.










23.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — adjust (a clock or watch), typically to show the right time.




24.
 
adjust (an alarm clock) to sound at the required time.




25.
 
adjust (a device or its controls) so that it performs a particular operation




•
 
you have to be careful not to set the volume too high.










26.
 


[Electronics]

 cause (a binary device) to enter the state representing the numeral 1.




27.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — harden into a solid or semisolid state




•
 
cook for a further thirty-five minutes until the filling has set.










28.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange (the hair) while damp so that it dries in the required style




•
 
she had set her hair on small rollers.










29.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put parts of (a broken or dislocated bone or limb) into the correct position for healing.




30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — deal with (a fracture or dislocation) by putting the parts into correct position for healing.




31.
 
(of a bone) be restored to its normal condition by knitting together again after being broken




•
 
dogs' bones soon set.










32.
 
(with reference to a person's face) assume or cause to assume a fixed or rigid expression




•
 
her features never set into a civil parade of attention




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Travis's face was set as he looked up.










33.
 
(of the eyes) become fixed in position or in the feeling they are expressing




•
 
his bright eyes set in an expression of mocking amusement.










34.
 
(of a hunting dog) adopt a rigid attitude indicating the presence of game.




35.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the sun, moon, or another celestial body) appear to move toward and below the earth's horizon as the earth rotates




•
 
the sun was setting and a warm, red glow filled the sky.










36.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a tide or current) take or have a specified direction or course




•
 
a fair tide can be carried well past Lands End before the stream sets to the north.










37.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 start (a fire).




38.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of blossom or a tree) develop into or produce (fruit).




39.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of fruit) develop from blossom.




40.
 
(of a plant) produce (seed)




•
 
the herb has flowered and started to set seed.










41.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 sit




•
 
a perfect lady—just set in her seat and stared.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
set one's heart (or hopes) on






have a strong desire for or to do




•
 
she 
had her heart set on

 going to college.















2.
 
set sail





a.
 
hoist the sails of a vessel.




b.
 
begin a voyage




•
 
tomorrow we set sail for France.















3.
 
set one's teeth





a.
 
clench one's teeth together.




b.
 
become resolute




•
 
they have set their teeth against a change which would undermine their prospects of forming a government.















4.
 
set up shop






see shop
 .









5.
 
set someone straight






inform someone of the truth of a situation.









6.
 
set the wheels in motion






do something to begin a process or put a plan into action.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
set about





a.
 
start doing something with vigor or determination




•
 
it would be far better to admit the problem openly and set about tackling it.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 attack (someone).









2.
 
set someone against






cause someone to be in opposition or conflict with




•
 
he hadn't meant any harm, but his few words had set her against him.















3.
 
set something against






offset something against




•
 
wives' allowances can henceforth be set against investment income.















4.
 
set someone apart






give someone an air of unusual superiority




•
 
his blunt views set him apart.















5.
 
set something apart






separate something and keep it for a special purpose




•
 
there were books and rooms set apart as libraries.















6.
 
set something aside





a.
 
save or keep something, typically money or time, for a particular purpose




•
 
the bank expected to set aside about $700 million for restructuring.










b.
 
remove land from agricultural production




•
 
with 15% of land set aside, cereal production will fall




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
using his set-aside acreage to work clover into his rotation.










c.
 
annul a legal decision or process.









7.
 
set someone/something back





a.
 
delay or impede the progress of someone or something




•
 
this incident undoubtedly set back research.










b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a purchase) cost someone a particular amount of money




•
 
that must have set you back a bit.















8.
 
set something by








‹archaic›

 
(US)

 
‹dated›

 save something for future use.









9.
 
set someone down






stop and allow someone to alight from a vehicle.









10.
 
set something down





a.
 
record something in writing.




b.
 
establish something authoritatively as a rule or principle to be followed




•
 
the Association set down codes of practice for all members to comply with.















11.
 
set forth






begin a journey or trip.









12.
 
set something forth






state or describe something in writing or speech




•
 
the principles and aims set forth in the Charter.















13.
 
set forward








‹archaic›

 start on a journey.









14.
 
set in






(of something unpleasant or unwelcome) begin and seem likely to continue




•
 
less hardy plants should be brought inside before cold weather sets in.















15.
 
set something in






insert something, especially a sleeve, into a garment.









16.
 
set off






begin a journey.









17.
 
set someone off






cause someone to start doing something, especially laughing or talking




•
 
anything will set him off laughing.















18.
 
set something off





a.
 
detonate a bomb.




b.
 
cause an alarm to go off.




c.
 
cause a series of things to occur




•
 
the fear is that this could set off a chain reaction in other financial markets.










d.
 
serve as decorative embellishment to




•
 
a pink carnation set off nicely by a red bow tie and cream shirt.















19.
 
set something off against






offset something against




•
 
any rental paid must of course be set off against any income tax payable.















20.
 
set on (or upon)






attack (someone) violently.









21.
 
set someone/something on (or upon)






cause or urge a person or animal to attack




•
 
I was asked to leave and threatened with having dogs set upon me.















22.
 
set out





a.
 
begin a journey.




b.
 
aim or intend to do something




•
 
she drew up a plan of what her organization should set out to achieve.















23.
 
set something out





a.
 
arrange or display something in a particular order or position.




b.
 
present information or ideas in a well-ordered way in writing or speech




•
 
this chapter sets out the debate surrounding pluralism.















24.
 
set to






begin doing something vigorously




•
 
she set to with bleach and scouring pads to render the vases spotless.















25.
 
set someone up





a.
 
establish someone in a particular capacity or role




•
 
his father set him up in business.










b.
 


‹informal›

 arrange a meeting between one person and another, with the aim of encouraging a romantic relationship between them




•
 
Todd tried to set her up with one of his friends.










c.
 
restore or enhance the health of someone




•
 
after my operation, the doctor recommended a cruise to set me up again.










d.
 


‹informal›

 make an innocent person appear guilty of something




•
 
suppose Zielinski had set him up for Ingram's murder?















26.
 
set something up





a.
 
place or erect something in position




•
 
police set up a roadblock on Tenth Street.










b.
 
establish a business, institution, or other organization.




c.
 
make the arrangements necessary for something




•
 
he asked if I would like him to set up a meeting with the president.










d.
 
begin making a loud sound.









27.
 
set oneself up as





a.
 
establish oneself in (a particular occupation)




•
 
he set himself up as an attorney in St. Louis.










b.
 
claim to be or act like a specified kind of person (used to indicate skepticism as to someone's right or ability to do so)




•
 
he set himself up as a crusader for higher press and broadcasting standards.





















– origin

 Old English 
settan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zetten

 , German 
setzen

 , also to sit
 . / 
usage:

 
Set

 , meaning ‘place or put,’ is mainly a transitive verb and takes a direct object: set the flowers on top of the piano. 
Sit

 , meaning ‘be seated,’ is mainly intransitive and does not take a direct object: sit in this chair while I check the light meter.






set2


 
/set/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group or collection of things that belong together, resemble one another, or are usually found together




•
 
a set of false teeth




•
 
a new cell with two sets of chromosomes




•
 
a spare set of clothes.










2.
 
a collection of implements, containers, or other objects customarily used together for a specific purpose




•
 
an electric fondue set.










3.
 
a group of people with common interests or occupations or of similar social status




•
 
it was a fashionable haunt of the literary set.










4.
 
(in tennis, darts, and other games) a group of games counting as a unit toward a match, only the player or side that wins a defined number or proportion of the games being awarded a point toward the final score




•
 
he took the first set 6-3.










5.
 
(in jazz or popular music) a sequence of songs or pieces performed together and constituting or forming part of a live show or recording




•
 
a short four-song set.










6.
 
a group of people making up the required number for a square dance or similar country dance.




7.
 
a fixed number of repetitions of a particular bodybuilding exercise.

Compare with rep
 5
 .




8.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 a collection of distinct entities regarded as a unit, being either individually specified or (more usually) satisfying specified conditions




•
 
the set of all positive integers.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the way in which something is set, disposed, or positioned




•
 
the shape and set of the eyes.










10.
 
the posture or attitude of a part of the body, typically in relation to the impression this gives of a person's feelings or intentions




•
 
the determined set of her upper torso.










11.
 
the flow of a current or tide in a particular direction




•
 
the rudder kept the dinghy straight against the set of the tide.










12.
 
an arrangement of the hair when damp so that it dries in the required style




•
 
a shampoo and set.










13.
 
(also 
dead set

 )
 — a setter's pointing in the presence of game.




14.
 
the alternating outward inclinations of the teeth of a saw.




15.
 
a warp or bend in wood, metal, or another material caused by continued strain or pressure.




16.
 
a radio or television receiver




•
 
a TV set.










17.
 
a collection of scenery, stage furniture, and other articles used for a particular scene in a play or film.




18.
 
the place or area in which filming is taking place or a play is performed




•
 
the magazine has interviews 
on set

 with top directors.










19.
 
a cutting, young plant, or bulb used in the propagation of new plants.




20.
 
a young fruit that has just formed.




21.
 
the last coat of plaster on a wall.




22.
 


[Printing]

 the amount of spacing in type controlling the distance between letters.




23.
 
the width of a piece of type.




24.
 
variant spelling of sett
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: partly from Old French 
sette

 , from Latin 
secta

 ‘sect,’ partly from set
 1
 .





set3


 
/set/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fixed or arranged in advance




•
 
there is no set procedure.










2.
 
(of a view or habit) unlikely to change




•
 
I've been on my own a long time and I'm rather 
set in my ways

 .










3.
 
(of a person's expression) held for an unnaturally long time without changing, typically as a reflection of determination.




4.
 
(of a meal or menu in a restaurant) offered at a fixed price with a limited choice of dishes.




5.
 
having a conventional or predetermined wording; formulaic




•
 
witnesses often delivered their testimony according to a set speech.







See also set phrase
 .




6.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — ready, prepared, or likely to do something




•
 
the first family was 
set for

 a quiet night of rest




•
 
both are 
all set

 to get married




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
water costs look set to increase.










7.
 
(
set against

 )
 — firmly opposed to




•
 
an approach set against tradition and authority.










8.
 
(
set on

 )
 — determined to do (something)




•
 
he's set on marrying that girl.

















– origin

 late Old English, past participle of set
 1
 .





seta

 
/ˈsēdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 a stiff hairlike or bristlelike structure, especially in an invertebrate.




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (in a moss or liverwort) the stalk supporting the capsule.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
setaceous

 
/səˈtāSHəs /






adjective













2.
 
setal






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘bristle.’





set-aside

 
/set əˈsīd/






noun



1.
 
the policy of taking land out of production to reduce crop surpluses.




2.
 
land taken out of production to reduce crop surpluses




•
 
he has fifty acres of set-aside.










3.
 


(US)

 a government contract awarded without competition to a minority-owned business.




4.
 


(US)

 a portion of funds or other resources reserved for a particular purpose




•
 
a set-aside for library services for Native Americans.



















setback

 
/ˈsetˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a reversal or check in progress




•
 
a serious setback for the peace process.










2.
 


[Architecture]

 a plain, flat offset in a wall.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the distance by which a building or part of a building is set back from the property line.













se-tenant

 
/sə ˈtenənt, sə təˈnäN/





I.
 
adjective






[Philately]

 (of stamps of different designs) joined together side by side when printed




•
 
a se-tenant block of four stamps.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘holding together.’





Seth

 
/seTH /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›


 
Set






an evil god who murdered his brother Osiris and wounded Osiris's son Horus. Seth is represented as having the head of an animal with a long pointed snout.









SETI

 
/ˈsetē/






abbreviation




Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence, the designation of a series of projects based mainly on attempts to detect artificial radio transmissions from outer space.













set-in

 
/ˈsedin/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a sleeve) made separately and inset into a garment.













set list






noun




a list of the songs that a band or singer intends to perform at a particular concert.













set menu






noun




a limited menu offered for a set number of courses, at a fixed price.













set-net

 
/ˈsetˌnet/





I.
 
noun




a fishing net fastened in fixed position.








II.
 
derivatives





set-netter






noun





















set-off

 
/ˈsedˌôf/






noun



1.
 
an item or amount that is or may be set off against another in the settlement of accounts.




2.
 


[Law]

 a counterbalancing debt pleaded by the defendant in an action to recover money due.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a counterbalancing or compensating circumstance or condition




•
 
as a set-off against such discussions there had come an improvement in their pecuniary position.










4.
 
a step or shoulder at which the thickness of part of a building or machine is reduced.




5.
 


[Printing]

 the unwanted transference of ink from one printed sheet or page to another before it has set.













seton

 
/ˈsētn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹historical›

 a skein of cotton or other absorbent material passed below the skin and left with the ends protruding, to promote drainage of fluid or to act as a counterirritant.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
seto(n-)

 , apparently from Latin 
seta

 ‘bristle.’





Seton, St. Elizabeth Ann

 
/ˈsētn/






(1774–1821), US religious leader, educator, and social reformer; full name 
St. Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton

 . The widowed mother of five children, she converted to Roman Catholicism in 1805. She became a nun in 1809 and by 1813 had founded the Sisters of Charity, a religious order. In 1975, she became the first native-born American to be canonized.









setose

 
/ˈsētōs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 bearing bristles or setae; bristly.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
seta

 ‘bristle’ + -ose
 1
 .






set phrase






noun




an unvarying phrase having a specific meaning, such as “raining cats and dogs,” or being the only context in which a word appears, e.g., “aback” in “take aback.”













set piece

 
/ˈset ˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a thing that has been carefully or elaborately planned or composed, in particular




2.
 
a self-contained passage or section of a novel, play, film, or piece of music arranged in an elaborate or conventional pattern for maximum effect




•
 
the film lurches from one comic set piece to another.










3.
 
a formal and carefully structured speech.




4.
 
a carefully organized and practiced move in a team game by which the ball is returned to play, as at a scrum in rugby or a free kick in soccer.




5.
 
an arrangement of fireworks forming a picture or design.













set play






noun






[Sports]

 a prearranged maneuver carried out from a restart or after a timeout by the team that has the advantage




•
 
the Germans scored the deciding goal on a set play,off a corner kick in the 15th minute.



















set point

 
/set point/






noun




(in tennis and other sports) a point that, if won by a contestant, will also win the set.













set screw






noun




a screw for adjusting or clamping parts of a machine.













set shot






noun






[Basketball]

 a shot made while standing still.













set square

 
/ˈset ˌskwe(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a right-angled triangular plate for drawing lines, especially at 90°, 45°, 60°, or 30°.




2.
 
a form of T-square with an additional arm turning on a pivot for drawing lines at fixed angles to the head.














Setswana

 
/setˈswänə/





I.
 
noun




the Bantu language of the Tswana people, related to the Sotho languages and spoken by over 4 million people in southern Africa. It is one of the official languages of South Africa.

Also called Tswana
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to Setswana.











– origin

 the name in Setswana.






sett

 
/set /

 
set





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the lair or burrow of a badger.




2.
 
the particular pattern of stripes in a tartan.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of set
 2
 , the spelling with 
-tt

 prevailing in technical senses.





settee

 
/seˈtē/





I.
 
noun




a long upholstered seat for more than one person, typically with a back and arms.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps a fanciful variant of settle
 2
 .





setter

 
/ˈsedər/






noun



1.
 
a dog of a large, long-haired breed trained to stand rigid when scenting game.

See English setter
 , Gordon setter
 , Irish setter
 .




2.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that sets something




•
 
trend-setters in Hollywood.



















set theory

 
/set ˈTHirē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of mathematics that deals with the formal properties of sets as units (without regard to the nature of their individual constituents) and the expression of other branches of mathematics in terms of sets.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
set-theoretic






adjective













2.
 
set-theoretical






adjective





















setting

 
/ˈsediNG/






noun



1.
 
the place or type of surroundings where something is positioned or where an event takes place




•
 
cozy waterfront cottage in a peaceful country setting.










2.
 
the place and time at which a play, novel, or film is represented as happening




•
 
short stories with a contemporary setting.










3.
 
a piece of metal in which a precious stone or gem is fixed to form a piece of jewelry.




4.
 
a piece of vocal or choral music composed for particular words




•
 
a setting of Yevtushenko's bleak poem.










5.
 
short for place setting
 .




6.
 
a speed, height, or temperature at which a machine or device can be adjusted to operate




•
 
if you find the room getting too hot, check the thermostat setting.



















setting lotion

 
/ˈsediNG ˈlōSHən/






noun




lotion applied to damp hair before it is set, enabling it to keep its shape longer.













settle1


 
/ˈsedl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — resolve or reach an agreement about (an argument or problem)




•
 
every effort was made to settle the dispute.










2.
 
end (a legal dispute) by mutual agreement




•
 
the matter was settled out of court




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he sued for libel and then settled out of court.










3.
 
determine; decide on




•
 
exactly what goes into the legislation has not been settled




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they had not yet 
settled on

 a date for the wedding.










4.
 
pay (a debt or account)




•
 
his bill was settled by charge card




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
settled up with

 your brother for my board and lodging.










5.
 
complete the administration and distribution of a decedent's estate.




6.
 
(
settle something on

 )
 — give money or property to (someone) through a deed of settlement or a will.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
settle for

 )
 — accept or agree to (something that one considers to be less than satisfactory)




•
 
it was too cold for champagne so they settled for a cup of tea.










8.
 


‹dated›

 silence (someone considered a nuisance) by some means




•
 
he told me to hold my tongue or he would find a way to settle me.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — adopt a more steady or secure style of life, especially in a permanent job and home




•
 
one day I will 
settle down

 and raise a family.










10.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — make one's permanent home somewhere




•
 
in 1863 the family settled in London.










11.
 
begin to feel comfortable or established in a new home, situation, or job




•
 
she 
settled in

 happily with a foster family




•
 
he had 
settled into

 his new job.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — establish a colony in




•
 
European immigrants settled much of Australia.










13.
 
(
settle down to

 )
 — turn one's attention to; apply oneself to




•
 
Catherine settled down to her studies.










14.
 
become or make calmer or quieter


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
after a few months the controversy settled down




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
try to settle your puppy down before going to bed.










15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sit or come to rest in a comfortable position




•
 
he settled into an armchair.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) comfortable in a particular place or position




•
 
she allowed him to settle her in the taxi.










17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move or adjust (something) so that it rests securely




•
 
she settled her bag on her shoulder.










18.
 
fall or come down onto a surface




•
 
dust from the mill had settled on the roof.










19.
 
(of suspended particles) sink slowly in a liquid to form sediment; (of a liquid) become clear or still through this process




•
 
sediment settles near the bottom of the tank




•
 
he pours a glass and leaves it on the bar to settle.










20.
 
(of an object or objects) gradually sink down under its or their own weight




•
 
they listened to the soft ticking and creaking as the house settled.










21.
 
(of a ship or boat) sink gradually.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
settle one's affairs






make any necessary arrangements, such as writing a will, before one's death.









2.
 
settle someone's hash






see hash
 1
 .












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
settleable






adjective













2.
 
settledness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
setlan

 ‘to seat, place,’ from settle
 2
 .






settle2


 
/ˈsedl/





I.
 
noun




a wooden bench with a high back and arms, typically incorporating a box under the seat.











– origin

 Old English 
setl

 ‘a place to sit,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Sessel

 and Latin 
sella

 ‘seat,’ also to sit
 .





settlement

 
/ˈsedlmənt/






noun



1.
 
an official agreement intended to resolve a dispute or conflict




•
 
unions succeeded in reaching a pay settlement




•
 
the settlement of the Sino-Japanese war.










2.
 
a formal arrangement made between the parties to a lawsuit in order to resolve it, especially out of court




•
 
the owner reached an out-of-court settlement with the plaintiffs.










3.
 
a place, typically one that has hitherto been uninhabited, where people establish a community




•
 
the little settlement of Buttermere.










4.
 
the process of settling in a new community




•
 
the early settlement of Queensland.










5.
 
the action of allowing or helping people to do this




•
 
he was involved in the sale and settlement of Crown land.










6.
 


[Law]

 an arrangement whereby property passes to a succession of people as dictated by the settlor.




7.
 
the amount or property given.




8.
 
the action or process of settling an account.




9.
 
subsidence of the ground or a structure built on it




•
 
a boundary wall, which has cracked due to settlement, is to be replaced.



















settlement house






noun




an institution in an inner-city area providing educational, recreational, and other social services to the community.













settler

 
/ˈsed(ə)lər ˈsetlər/






noun




a person who settles in an area, typically one with no or few previous inhabitants.













settling time






noun






‹technical›

 the time taken for a measuring or control instrument to get within a certain distance of a new equilibrium value without subsequently deviating from it by that amount.













settlor

 
/ˈsedlər/






noun






[Law]

 a person who makes a settlement, especially of a property.













set-to

 
/ˈset ˌto͞o/






noun






‹informal›

 a fight or argument




•
 
we had a little set-to about her piano practicing.



















set-top box

 
/set täp bäks/






noun




a box-shaped device that converts a digital television signal to analogue for viewing on a conventional set, or that enables cable or satellite television to be viewed.













setup

 
/ˈsedˌəp/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 the way in which something, especially an organization or equipment, is organized, planned, or arranged




•
 
would you feel comfortable in a team-teaching setup?










2.
 


‹informal›

 an organization or arrangement




•
 
in the present-day family setup, both the parents may be employed.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a set of equipment needed for a particular activity or purpose




•
 
I have a recording setup in my house.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (in a ball game) a pass or play intended to provide an opportunity for another player to score.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a scheme or trick intended to incriminate or deceive someone




•
 
“Listen. He didn't die. It was a setup.”










6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a contest with a prearranged outcome.













Seurat, Georges Pierre

 
/səˈrä/






(1859–91), French painter. The founder of neo-impressionism, he is chiefly associated with pointillism, which he developed during the 1880s. Among his major paintings using this technique is 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte

 (1884–86).









Seuss, Dr.

 
/so͞os/






see Geisel, Theodor
 .









Seussian

 
/ˈso͞osiən/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Dr. Seuss series of children's books, especially in being whimsical or fantastical




•
 
the place is clearly recognizable as the remnants of a Gothic cathedral, but with an unreal Seussian quality.



















sev

 
/sāv, sev/





I.
 
noun




an Indian snack consisting of long, thin strands of gram flour, deep-fried and spiced.











– origin

 Hindi.





Sevareid, Eric

 
/ˈsevəˌrīd/






(1912–92), US broadcast journalist; full name 
Eric Arnold Sevareid

 . Working as a correspondent for CBS News 1939–77, he covered stories that ranged from the European theater during World War II to presidential elections.










Sevastopol

 
/səˈvastəˌpōl, ˌsevəˈstōpəl/






Ukrainian and Russian name for Sebastopol
 .










seven

 
/ˈsevən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
vii

 , 
VII

 )
 — equivalent to the sum of three and four; one more than six, or three less than ten; 7




•
 
two sevens are fourteen




•
 
the remaining seven were sentenced to terms of imprisonment.










2.
 
a group or unit of seven people or things




•
 
animals were offered for sacrifice in sevens.










3.
 
seven years old




•
 
my mother died when I was seven.










4.
 
seven o'clock




•
 
the meeting doesn't finish until seven.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by seven.




6.
 
a playing card with seven pips.











– origin

 Old English 
seofon

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zeven

 and German 
sieben

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
septem

 and Greek 
hepta

 .






seven deadly sins






plural noun

 — (
the seven deadly sins

 )


1.
 
(in Christian tradition) the sins of pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and sloth.













sevenfold

 
/ˈsevənˌfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
seven times as great or as numerous




•
 
stock fund sales were up sevenfold from December.










2.
 
having seven parts or elements




•
 
the sevenfold purpose of religious education.














II.
 
adverb




by seven times; to seven times the number or amount




•
 
his rent had gone up sevenfold.



















Seven Sages






seven wise Greeks of the 6th century 
BC

 , to each of whom a moral saying is attributed. The seven, named in a traditional list found in Plato, are 
Bias

 , 
Chilon

 , 
Cleobulus

 , 
Periander

 , 
Pittacus

 , 
Solon

 , and 
Thales

 .









seven seas






plural noun

 — (
the seven seas

 )


1.
 
all the oceans of the world (conventionally listed as the Arctic, Antarctic, North Pacific, South Pacific, North Atlantic, South Atlantic, and Indian Oceans).














Seven Sisters

 
/ˈsevən ˈsistərz/





(
the Seven Sisters

 )


1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the star cluster of the Pleiades.




2.
 
a group of women's (or formerly women's) colleges in the eastern US having high academic and social prestige. It includes Barnard, Bryn Mawr, Mount Holyoke, Radcliffe, Smith, Vassar, and Wellesley.













Seven Sleepers






(in early Christian legend) seven noble Christian youths of Ephesus who fell asleep in a cave while fleeing from persecution by the Roman emperor Decius (c.250 
AD

 ) and awoke 187 years later.









seventeen

 
/ˌsevənˈtēn ˈsevənˌtēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xvii

 , 
XVII

 )
 — one more than sixteen, or seven more than ten; 17




•
 
seventeen years later




•
 
a list of names, seventeen in all.










2.
 
seventeen years old




•
 
he joined the Marines at seventeen.










3.
 
a set or team of seventeen individuals.











– origin

 Old English 
seofontīene

 , from the Germanic base of seven
 .





seventeenth

 
/ˌsevənˈtēnTH ˈsevənˌtēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number seventeen in a sequence; 17th




•
 
the seventeenth century




•
 
his seventeenth birthday.










2.
 
each of seventeen equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
the bank was sold for about a seventeenth of its value.



















seventeen-year locust






noun




the nymph of the northern species of the periodical cicada.

See periodical cicada
 .













seventh

 
/ˈsevənTH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number seven in a sequence; 7th




•
 
his seventh goal of the season




•
 
the seventh of June




•
 
he was the seventh of eight children.










2.
 
(
a seventh/one seventh

 )
 — each of seven equal parts into which something is or may be divided.




3.
 
the seventh finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
he finished seventh in the tournament.










4.
 
seventhly (used to introduce a seventh point or reason).




5.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning seven consecutive notes in a diatonic scale.




6.
 


[Music]

 the note which is higher by a seventh than the tonic of a diatonic scale or root of a chord.




7.
 


[Music]

 a chord in which the seventh note of the scale forms an important component.








II.
 
phrases





in seventh heaven






see heaven
 .












III.
 
derivatives





seventhly






adverb






















Seventh-day Adventist

 
/ˈˌsevənTH ˌdā ˈadven(t)əst/






noun




a member of a Protestant sect that preaches the imminent return of Christ to Earth (originally expecting the Second Coming in 1844) and observes Saturday as the sabbath.

See also Adventist
 .













seventy

 
/ˈsevən(t)ē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
lxx

 , 
LXX

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of seven and ten; ten less than eighty; 70




•
 
about seventy people attended




•
 
seventy were arrested.










2.
 
(
seventies

 )
 — the numbers from seventy to seventy-nine, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
Dad was now in his seventies.










3.
 
seventy years old




•
 
she was nearly seventy.










4.
 
seventy miles an hour




•
 
doing about seventy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
seventieth

 
/ˈsevən(t)ēəTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
seventyfold

 
/-ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
hundseofontig

 , from 
hund-

 (of uncertain origin) + 
seofon

 ‘seven.’





seventy-eight

 
/ˌsevən(t)ēˈāt /

 
78






noun




an old phonograph record designed to be played at 78 rpm.













seven-up

 
/ˈsevənəp/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a variety of the card game “all fours” in which the winner is the first to score seven points.













Seven Wonders of the World





I.
 
the seven most spectacular man-made structures of the ancient world.





Traditionally they comprise (1) the pyramids of Egypt, esp. those at Giza; (2) the Hanging Gardens of Babylon; (3) the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus; (4) the temple of Artemis at Ephesus in Asia Minor; (5) the Colossus of Rhodes; (6) the huge ivory and gold statue of Zeus at Olympia in Peloponnesus, made by Phidias 
c.

 430 
BC

 ; (7) the Pharos of Alexandria (or in some lists, the walls of Babylon).





seven-year itch

 
/ˈsevən yi(ə)r iCH/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a supposed tendency to infidelity after seven years of marriage.













Seven Years War





I.
 
a war (1756–63) that set Britain, Prussia, and Hanover against Austria, France, Russia, Saxony, Sweden, and Spain.





Its main issues were the struggle between Britain and France for supremacy overseas, and that between Prussia and Austria for the domination of Germany. The British made substantial gains over France abroad, capturing French Canada and undermining French influence in India. The war was ended by the Treaties of Paris and Hubertusburg in 1763, leaving Britain the supreme European naval and colonial power and Prussia in an appreciably stronger position than before in central Europe. See also French and Indian War
 .






sever

 
/ˈsevər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide by cutting or slicing, especially suddenly and forcibly




•
 
the head was 
severed from

 the body




•
 (as 
adj.

 
severed

 )
 
severed limbs.










2.
 
put an end to (a connection or relationship); break off




•
 
he severed his relations with Lawrence.














II.
 
derivatives





severable

 
/ˈsev(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
severer

 , from Latin 
separare

 ‘disjoin, divide.’






several

 
/ˈsev(ə)rəl/





I.
 
determiner, pronoun




more than two but not many


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
the author of several books




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
Van Gogh was just one of several artists who gathered at Auvers




•
 


several of

 his friends attended.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
separate or respective




•
 
the two levels of government sort out their several responsibilities.










2.
 


[Law]

 applied or regarded separately.

Often contrasted with joint
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from medieval Latin 
separalis

 , from Latin 
separ

 ‘separate, different.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at various
 .





severally

 
/ˈsev(ə)rəlē/






adverb




separately or individually; each in turn




•
 
the partners are 
jointly and severally

 liable.



















severalty

 
/ˈsev(ə)rəltē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the condition of being separate.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
severalte

 , from 
several

 (see several
 ).





severance

 
/ˈsev(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of ending a connection or relationship




•
 
the severance and disestablishment of the Irish Church




•
 
a complete 
severance of

 links with the Republic.










2.
 
the state of being separated or cut off




•
 
she works on the feeling of severance, of being deprived of her mother.










3.
 
dismissal or discharge from employment


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
employees were offered severance terms.










4.
 
short for severance pay
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, based on Latin 
separare

 (see sever
 ).






severance pay

 
/ˈsev(ə)rəns ˈsevərns pā/






noun




an amount paid to an employee upon dismissal or discharge from employment.













severe

 
/səˈvir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of something bad or undesirable) very great; intense




•
 
a severe shortage of technicians




•
 
a severe attack of asthma




•
 
damage is not too severe.










2.
 
demanding great ability, skill, or resilience




•
 
a severe test of stamina.










3.
 
strict or harsh




•
 
the charges would have warranted a severe sentence




•
 
he is unusually 
severe on

 what he regards as tendentious pseudo-learning.










4.
 
very plain in style or appearance




•
 
she wore another severe suit, gray this time.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from French 
sévère

 or Latin 
severus

 .





severely

 
/səˈvirlē/






adverb



1.
 
to an undesirably great or intense degree




•
 
our business has been severely affected by the slowdown




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
severely injured patients.










2.
 
strictly or harshly




•
 
the culprits will be severely punished.










3.
 
in a formal and unsmiling way




•
 
“I hope you're not trying to steal my girlfriend,” I said severely.










4.
 
in a very plain style




•
 
her hair was severely pulled back into a bun.



















severity

 
/səˈverədē/






noun




the fact or condition of being severe




•
 
sentences should reflect the severity of the crime




•
 
hay fever symptoms vary in severity.




•
 
she stared at me with mock severity.



















Severn

 
/ˈsevərn/






a river of southwestern Britain. Rising in central Wales, it flows northeast and then south in a broad curve for about 180 miles (290 km) to its mouth on the Bristol Channel.









Severnaya Zemlya

 
/ˈsevərnäˌyä ˌzemlēˈä, syivirnäˈyä zemˈlyä/






a group of uninhabited islands in the Arctic Ocean off the northern coast of Russia, to the north of the Taimyr Peninsula.









Severodvinsk

 
/ˌsevərədˈvinsk, syivyirədˈvyinsk/






a port in northwestern Russia, on the White Sea coast, west of Archangel; pop. 191,400 (est. 2008).









Severus, Septimius

 
/səˈvi(ə)rəs/






(146–211), Roman emperor 193–211; full name 
Lucius Septimius Severus Pertinax

 . In 208, he led an army to Britain to suppress a rebellion in the north and later died at York.









severy

 
/ˈsev(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a bay or compartment in a vaulted ceiling.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
civoire

 ‘ciborium’ (see ciborium
 ).





Sevier River

 
/səˌvir ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 325 miles (525 km) through central Utah, irrigating the eastern edge of the Great Basin.









Seville

 
/səˈvil/






a city in southern Spain, the capital of Andalusia, located on the Guadalquivir River; pop. 699,759 (2008). Spanish name 
Sevilla

 .










Seville orange

 
/ˌsevil ˈôrənj/






noun




a bitter-tasting orange used for marmalade.













Sevin

 
/ˈsevin/





I.
 
noun




trademark for carbaryl
 .











– origin

 1950s: of unknown origin.





Sèvres

 
/ˈsevrə/






noun




a type of fine porcelain characterized by elaborate decoration on backgrounds of intense color, made at Sèvres in the suburbs of Paris.













sevruga

 
/səˈvro͞oɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a migratory sturgeon found only in the basins of the Caspian and Black Seas, much fished for its caviar.

[
Acipenser stellatus

 , family 
Acipenseridae

 .]




2.
 
caviar obtained from the sevruga.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Russian 
sevryuga

 .






sew

 
/sō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join, fasten, or repair (something) by making stitches with a needle and thread or a sewing machine




•
 
she sewed the seams and hemmed the border




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I don't even sew very well.










2.
 
attach (something) to something else by sewing




•
 
she could sew the veil on properly in the morning.










3.
 
make (a garment) by sewing.








II.
 
phrasal verbs





sew something up





a.
 


‹informal›

 bring something to a favorable conclusion




•
 
he sank a 3-pointer to sew up a 120-118 victory.










b.
 
achieve exclusive control over something




•
 
the U.S. courier market has been more or less sewn up by two companies.





















– origin

 Old English 
siwan

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
suere

 and Greek 
suein

 .






sewage

 
/ˈso͞oij/





I.
 
noun




waste water and excrement conveyed in sewers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from sewer
 1
 , by substitution of the suffix -age
 .





sewage sludge






noun




semiliquid waste obtained from the processing of municipal sewage, often used as a fertilizer.













Seward, William Henry

 
/ˈso͞o(w)ərd/






(1801–72), US statesman and politician. An outspoken anti-slavery politician, he was governor of New York 1839–43, US senator 1849–61, and US secretary of state 1861–69. In 1867, he negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia, a purchase that was widely mocked as “Seward's Icebox” and “Seward's Folly.”









Seward Peninsula

 
/ˌso͞oərd pəˈninsələ/






a region in northwestern Alaska on the Bering Strait and the Chukchi Sea. Nome lies on its southern coast.










sewellel

 
/səˈweləl/





I.
 
noun




another term for mountain beaver
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Chinook Jargon 
šwalál

 ‘robe of mountain-beaver skin.’






sewer1


 
/ˈso͞oər/





I.
 
noun




an underground conduit for carrying off drainage water and waste matter.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a watercourse to drain marshy land): from Old Northern French 
seuwiere

 ‘channel to drain the overflow from a fishpond,’ based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
aqua

 ‘water.’





sewer2


 
/ˈsō(ə)r/






noun




a person who sews.













sewerage

 
/ˈso͞oərij/






noun



1.
 
the provision of drainage by sewers.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for sewage
 .













sewer rat

 
/ˈso͞oər ˌrat/






noun




another term for brown rat
 .













sewing

 
/ˈsōiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or activity of sewing.




2.
 
work that is to be or is being sewn




•
 
she put down her sewing.



















sewing machine

 
/ˈsōiNG məˌSHēn/






noun




a machine with a mechanically driven needle for sewing or stitching cloth.













sewn

 
/sōn/






past participle of sew
 .










sex

 
/seks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(chiefly with reference to people) sexual activity, including specifically sexual intercourse




•
 
he enjoyed talking about sex




•
 
she didn't want to 
have sex with

 him.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹euphemistic›

 a person's genitals.




3.
 
either of the two main categories (male and female) into which humans and many other living things are divided on the basis of their reproductive functions




•
 
adults of both sexes.










4.
 
the fact of belonging to one of the sexes




•
 
direct discrimination involves treating someone less favorably on the grounds of their sex.










5.
 
the group of all members of either sex




•
 
she was well known for her efforts to improve the social condition of her sex.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
determine the sex of




•
 
sexing chickens.










2.
 
(
sex something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 present something in a more interesting or lively way




•
 
the department set up a task force to help sex up the concept of conserving water.










3.
 
(
sex someone up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 arouse or attempt to arouse someone sexually.








III.
 
derivatives





sexer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the two categories, male and female): from Old French 
sexe

 or Latin 
sexus

 . / 
usage:

 On the difference in use between the words 
sex

 (in sense 2 above) and 
gender

 , see usage at gender
 .





sex-






combining form




variant spelling of sexi-
 , shortened before a vowel (as in 
sexennial

 ), or shortened before a consonant (as in 
sexfoil

 ).













sex act

 
/seks akt/






noun



1.
 
any sexual act.




2.
 
(
the sex act

 )
 — the act of sexual intercourse.













sexagenarian

 
/ˌseksəjəˈnerēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who is from 60 to 69 years old.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
sexagenarius

 (based on 
sexaginta

 ‘sixty’) + -an
 .





Sexagesima

 
/ˌseksəˈjesəmə /

 
Sexagesima Sunday





I.
 
noun




the Sunday before Quinquagesima.











– origin

 late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin, literally ‘sixtieth (day),’ probably named by analogy with Quinquagesima
 .





sexagesimal

 
/ˌseksəˈjesəməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or reckoning by sixtieths.




2.
 
of or relating to the number sixty.








II.
 
noun




a fraction based on sixtieths (i.e., with a denominator equal to a power of sixty), as in the divisions of the degree and hour.








III.
 
derivatives





sexagesimally






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
sexagesimus

 ‘sixtieth’ + -al
 .





sex appeal

 
/ˈseks əˌpēl/






noun




the quality of being attractive in a sexual way




•
 
she just oozes sex appeal.



















sex bomb






noun






‹informal›

 a woman who is very sexually attractive.













sexcapade

 
/ˈsekskəˌpād/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a sexual escapade; an illicit affair.











– origin

 1960s: blend of sex
 and escapade
 .





sexcentenary

 
/ˌseksenˈtenərē/





I.
 
noun




the six-hundredth anniversary of a significant event.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a six-hundredth anniversary.













sex change

 
/seks CHānj/






noun




a change in a person's physical sexual characteristics, typically by surgery and hormone treatment.













sex chromatin






noun






[Biology]

 material found only in the nuclei of female cells (especially as the Barr body) and believed to represent the inactivated X chromosome.














sex chromosome






noun




a chromosome involved with determining the sex of an organism, typically one of two kinds.

Also called heterochromosome
 . In humans and other mammals females have two similar sex chromosomes (XX) while males have dissimilar ones (XY). In birds and some other animals, females have dissimilar sex chromosomes (ZW) and males similar ones (WW). Some other organisms have a sex chromosome present only in one sex.













sex crime

 
/seks krīm/






noun






‹informal›

 a crime involving sexual assault or having a sexual motive.













sex discrimination

 
/seks dəˌskriməˈnāSHən /

 
sexual discrimination






noun




discrimination in employment and opportunity against a person (typically a woman) on grounds of sex.













sex drive

 
/seks drīv/






noun




the urge to seek satisfaction of sexual needs.













sexed

 
/sekst/






adjective



1.
 
[with 
submodifier

 ]
 — having specified sexual appetites




•
 
highly sexed heterosexual males.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having sexual characteristics




•
 
the effects of family and kinship relations on the construction of sexed individuals.



















sexennial

 
/sekˈsenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every six years.




2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of six years.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from sexennium
 + -al
 .






sexennium

 
/sekˈsenēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a specified period of six years.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin, from 
sex

 ‘six’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’





sexfoil

 
/ˈseksfoil/





I.
 
noun




(especially in architecture) an ornamental design having six leaves or petals radiating from a common center.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from sexi-
 ‘six,’ on the pattern of words such as 
trefoil

 .





sex hormone






noun




a hormone, such as estrogen or testosterone, affecting sexual development or reproduction.














sexi-

 
sex-





I.
 
combining form




six; having six




•
 
sexivalent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
sex

 ‘six.’





sex industry






noun

 — (
the sex industry

 )


1.
 
prostitution and pornography viewed as an industry.













sexiness

 
/ˈseksēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being sexually attractive or alluring




•
 
Sadie oozed sexiness




•
 
the outfit gave a hint of sexiness.










2.
 


‹informal›

 the quality of being exciting or appealing




•
 
the book lacks a certain sexiness.




















sexism

 
/ˈsekˌsizəm/






noun




prejudice, stereotyping, or discrimination, typically against women, on the basis of sex.














sexist

 
/ˈseksist/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characterized by prejudice, stereotyping, or discrimination, typically against women, on the basis of sex




•
 
his attitude to women is patronizing and sexist




•
 
a blatantly sexist remark.














II.
 
noun




a person with sexist views




•
 
I want to make it clear that I'm certainly not a sexist




•
 
old-boy networks of sexists who won't hire women.



















sexivalent

 
/ˌseksəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 another term for hexavalent
 .













sex kitten

 
/seks ˈkitn/






noun






‹informal›

 a young woman who asserts or exploits her sexual attractiveness.













sexless

 
/ˈseksləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking in sexual desire, interest, activity, or attractiveness




•
 
I've no patience with pious, sexless females.










2.
 
neither male nor female




•
 
the stylized and sexless falsetto.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sexlessly






adverb













2.
 
sexlessness






noun





















sex life

 
/seks līf/






noun




a person's sexual activity and relationships considered as a whole.













sex-linked

 
/ˈseksˌliNGkt/






adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 tending to be associated with one sex or the other.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 (of a gene or heritable characteristic) carried by a sex chromosome.













sex maniac

 
/seks ˈmānēˌak/






noun






‹informal›

 a person whose need for sexual gratification is excessive or obsessive.













sex object






noun




a person regarded by another only in terms of their sexual attractiveness or availability




•
 
we're now in a period when it is permissible for women to make men into sex objects.



















sex offender

 
/seks əˈfendər/






noun




a person who commits a crime involving a sexual act.













sexology

 
/sekˈsäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of human sexual life or relationships.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sexological

 
/ˌseksəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
sexologist

 
/sekˈsäləjəst /






noun





















sexpartite

 
/seksˈpärˌtīt/





I.
 
adjective




divided or involving division into six parts




•
 
the sexpartite vault is of 12th-century construction.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from sexi-
 ‘six’ + partite
 , on the pattern of words such as 
bipartite

 .





sexpert

 
/ˈsekspərt/






noun






‹informal›

 an expert in sexual matters.













sexploit

 
/ˈseksploit/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an instance of engaging in sexual activity of a casual or illicit nature




•
 
the sexploits and drinking habits of football players are regularly splashed across the tabloids.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of sex
 and exploit
 .





sexploitation

 
/ˌseksploiˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the commercial exploitation of sex, sexual attractiveness, or sexually explicit material.











– origin

 1940s: blend of sex
 and 
exploitation

 (see exploit
 ).





sexpot

 
/ˈseksˌpät/






noun






‹informal›

 a sexy person.













sex role






noun




the role or behavior learned by a person as appropriate to their sex, determined by the prevailing cultural norms.













sex-starved

 
/ˈseksˌstärvd/






adjective




lacking and strongly desiring sexual gratification.













sex symbol

 
/seks ˈsimbəl/






noun




a person widely noted for their sexual attractiveness.













sext1


 
/sekst/





I.
 
noun




a service forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said (or chanted) at the sixth hour of the day (i.e., noon).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sexta (hora

 ) ‘sixth (hour),’ from 
sextus

 ‘sixth.’





sext2


 
/sekst /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
sexting

 )


1.
 
send (someone) sexually explicit photographs or messages via mobile phone




•
 
older teens are more likely to engage in sexting than their younger counterparts




•
 
maybe my married friends do sext their partners




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the primary reason teenagers sext is to look cool and sexy to someone they find attractive.














II.
 
noun




a sexually explicit photograph or message sent via mobile phone




•
 
many kids who send sexts say they meant to play a joke, and often the kid in the photo was in on it.














III.
 
derivatives





sexter






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of sex
 and text
 .





Sextans

 
/ˈsekstənz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a faint constellation (the Sextant), lying on the celestial equator between Leo and Hydra.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Sextantis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Sextantis.













– origin

 Latin.





sextant

 
/ˈsekstənt/





I.
 
noun




an instrument with a graduated arc of 60° and a sighting mechanism, used for measuring the angular distances between objects and especially for taking altitudes in navigation.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the sixth part of a circle): from Latin 
sextans

 , 
sextant-

 ‘sixth part,’ from 
sextus

 ‘sixth.’





sextet

 
/sekˈstet /

 
sextette





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of six people playing music or singing together.




2.
 
a composition for a sextet.




3.
 
a set of six people or things




•
 
a sextet of new releases.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of sestet
 , suggested by Latin 
sex

 ‘six.’





sex therapy

 
/seks ˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




counseling or other therapy that addresses a person's psychological or physical sexual problems.








II.
 
derivatives





sex therapist






noun





















sextile

 
/ˈsekstīl/





I.
 
noun






[Astrology]

 an aspect of 60° (one sixth of a circle)




•
 
the Jupiter–Saturn cycle is now 
in sextile to

 its most difficult period.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sextilis

 , from 
sextus

 ‘sixth.’





sextillion

 
/sekˈstilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
a thousand raised to the seventh power (1021
 ).




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a million raised to the sixth power (1036
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





sextillionth

 
/sekˈstilyənTH /






ordinal number



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
million

 , by substitution of the prefix 
sexti-

 ‘six’ (from Latin 
sextus

 ‘sixth’) for the initial letters.






sextodecimo

 
/ˌsekstəˈdesəmō /

 
16mo





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a size of book page that results from folding each printed sheet into sixteen leaves (thirty-two pages).




2.
 
a sextodecimo book.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
sexto decimo

 , ablative of 
sextus decimus

 ‘sixteenth.’





sexton

 
/ˈsekstən/





I.
 
noun




a person who looks after a church and churchyard, sometimes acting as bell-ringer and formerly as a gravedigger.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
segrestein

 , from medieval Latin 
sacristanus

 (see sacristan
 ).





Sexton, Anne

 
/ˈsekstən/






(1928–74), US poet; born 
Anne Harvey

 . Plagued by mental illness, she wrote very emotional poems, many of which are collected in the volumes 
To Bedlam and Part Way Back

 (1960) and 
Live or Die

 (1966).










sexton beetle






noun




another term for burying beetle
 .













sex tourism

 
/seks ˈto͝oˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the organization of vacations with the purpose of taking advantage of the lack of restrictions imposed on prostitution and other sexual activities by some foreign countries.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sex tour






noun













2.
 
sex tourist






noun





















sex toy






noun




an object or device used for sexual stimulation or to enhance sexual pleasure.














sextuple

 
/sekˈstyo͞opəl ˌseksˈtəpəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of six parts or things.




2.
 
six times as much or as many.








II.
 
noun




a sixfold number or amount.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
multiply by six; increase sixfold.








IV.
 
derivatives





sextuply

 
/-plē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
sextuplus

 , formed irregularly from Latin 
sex

 ‘six,’ on the pattern of late Latin 
quintuplus

 ‘quintuple.’





sextuplet

 
/sekˈstəplət sekˈst(y)o͞oplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of six children born at one birth.




2.
 


[Music]

 a group of six notes to be performed in the time of four.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from sextuple
 , on the pattern of words such as 
triplet

 .





sex typing





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 
[Sociology]

 the stereotypical categorization of people, or their appearance or behavior, according to conventional perceptions of what is typical of each sex.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the process of determining the sex of a person or other organism, especially in difficult cases where special tests are necessary.








II.
 
derivatives





sex-typed






adjective






















sexual

 
/ˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the instincts, physiological processes, and activities connected with physical attraction or intimate physical contact between individuals




•
 
she had felt the thrill of a sexual attraction.










2.
 
of or relating to the two sexes or to gender




•
 
sensitivity about sexual stereotypes.










3.
 
of or characteristic of one sex or the other




•
 
the hormones which control the secondary sexual characteristics.










4.
 


[Biology]

 being of one sex or the other; capable of sexual reproduction.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
sexualis

 , from Latin 
sexus

 ‘sex.’





sexual dimorphism






noun






[Zoology]

 distinct difference in size or appearance between the sexes of an animal in addition to difference between the sexual organs themselves.













sexual equality






noun




the state in which access to rights or opportunities is unaffected by gender




•
 
she clearly did believe in clear and complete sexual equality in education.



















sexual harassment






noun




harassment (typically of a woman) in a workplace, or other professional or social situation, involving the making of unwanted sexual advances or obscene remarks.














sexual intercourse

 
/ˈsekSH(əw)əl ˈin(t)ərˌkôrs/






noun




sexual contact between individuals involving penetration, especially the insertion of a man's erect penis into a woman's vagina, typically culminating in orgasm and the ejaculation of semen.













sexuality

 
/ˌsekSHəˈwalədē/






noun



1.
 
capacity for sexual feelings




•
 
she began to understand the power of her sexuality.










2.
 
a person's sexual orientation or preference




•
 
people with proscribed sexualities.










3.
 
sexual activity.













sexualize

 
/ˈsekSH(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make sexual; attribute sex or a sex role to


(as 
adj.

 
sexualized

 )


•
 
sexualized images of women.














II.
 
derivatives





sexualization

 
/ˌsekSH(o͞o)əˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsekSH(o͞o)ələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















sexually

 
/ˈsekSH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that relates to the instincts, physiological processes, and activities connected with physical attraction or intimate physical contact between individuals




•
 
I was not sexually attracted to her




•
 
he claims he was sexually abused




•
 
sexually explicit material.










2.
 
in a way that relates to the two sexes or to gender




•
 
she was sexually discriminated against.










3.
 


[Biology]

 in a way that relates to sexual reproduction




•
 
bees can reproduce sexually or asexually




•
 
sexually mature animals.



















sexual orientation






noun




a person's sexual identity in relation to the gender to which they are attracted; the fact of being heterosexual, homosexual, or bisexual.













sexual politics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the principles determining the relationship of the sexes; relations between the sexes regarded in terms of power.













sexual relations






plural noun




sexual behavior between individuals, especially sexual intercourse.













sexual reproduction






noun






[Biology]

 the production of new living organisms by combining genetic information from two individuals of different types (sexes). In most higher organisms, one sex (male) produces a small motile gamete that travels to fuse with a larger stationary gamete produced by the other (female).













sexual revolution






noun




the liberalization of established social and moral attitudes toward sex, particularly that occurring in western countries during the 1960s, as the women's liberation movement and developments in contraception instigated greater experimentation with sex, especially outside of marriage.













sexual selection






noun






[Biology]

 natural selection arising through preference by one sex for certain characteristics in individuals of the other sex.













sex worker






noun




a person who engages in prostitution, appears in pornography, or takes part in similar activities for payment.




•
 
there were separate clinics for female and male sex workers.



















sexy

 
/ˈseksē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sexually attractive or exciting




•
 
sexy French underwear.










2.
 
sexually aroused




•
 
neither of them was feeling sexy.










3.
 


‹informal›

 exciting; appealing




•
 
I've climbed most of the really sexy west coast mountains.














II.
 
derivatives





sexily

 
/ˈseksəlē /






adverb





















Seychelles

 
/sāˈSHel(z) /

 
the Seychelles






I.

1.
 
a country that consists of a group of about 90 islands in the Indian Ocean, about 600 miles (1,000 km) northeast of Madagascar; pop. 87,500 (est. 2009); capital, Victoria; languages, French (official), English, and Creole.





The islands were uninhabited until the mid 18th century, when the French annexed them. The Seychelles were captured by Britain during the Napoleonic Wars and administered from Mauritius before becoming a separate colony in 1903 and an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1976.




II.
 
derivatives





Seychellois

 
/ˌsāSHelˈwä /






adjective, noun





















Seyfert galaxy

 
/ˌsēfərt ˈɡaləksē/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 a galaxy of a type characterized by a bright compact core that shows strong infrared emission.











– origin

 named after Carl K. 
Seyfert

 (1911–60), US astronomer.





Seymour, Jane

 
/ˈsēˌmôr/






(
c.

 1509–37), third wife of Henry VIII and mother of Edward VI. She married Henry in 1536 and finally provided the king with the male heir he wanted, although she died twelve days afterward.









sez

 
/sez/






verb




nonstandard spelling of “says,” used in representing uneducated speech




•
 
“Oh Lordy!” sez de man.




















Sezession

 
/ˌzetˌsesēˈōn /

 
Secession





I.
 
noun




a radical movement involving groups of avant-garde German and Austrian artists who, from 1892, organized exhibitions independently of the traditional academies. The 
Vienna Secession

 founded by Gustav Klimt in 1897 helped to launch the Jugendstil.











– origin

 German, literally ‘secession.’





sf






abbreviation






[Music]

 sforzando.













SF






abbreviation



1.
 
science fiction.




2.
 
Sinn Fein.




3.
 


[Military]

 Special Forces.













SFA






abbreviation



1.
 
Scottish Football Association.




2.
 
(in the UK) Securities and Futures Authority.













Sfax

 
/sfaks, sfäks /

 
Safaqis






a port on the eastern coast of Tunisia; pop. 265,100 (est. 2004).









SFC






abbreviation




Sergeant First Class.













sforzando

 
/sfôrtˈsändō /

 

‹Music›


 
sforzato





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) with sudden emphasis.








II.
 
noun




a sudden or marked emphasis.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘using force.’





SFSR






abbreviation




Soviet Federated Socialist Republic.













sfumato

 
/sfo͞oˈmädō/





I.
 
noun






[Art]

 the technique of allowing tones and colors to shade gradually into one another, producing softened outlines or hazy forms.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Italian, literally ‘shaded off,’ past participle of 
sfumare

 .





SFX





I.
 
abbreviation




special effects.











– origin

 
FX

 representing a pronunciation of 
effects

 .





sfz






abbreviation






[Music]

 sforzando.













Sg






symbol




the chemical element seaborgium.













SG






abbreviation



1.
 


[Law]

 solicitor general.




2.
 


[Physics]

 specific gravity.













sgd






abbreviation




signed.













SGM






abbreviation




sergeant major.













SGML






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Standard Generalized Markup Language, an international standard for defining methods of encoding electronic texts to describe layout, structure, syntax, etc., which can then be used for analysis or to display the text in any desired format.













sgraffito

 
/zɡräˈfētō, skrä-/





I.
 
noun




a form of decoration made by scratching through a surface to reveal a lower layer of a contrasting color, typically done in plaster or stucco on walls, or in slip on ceramics before firing.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, literally ‘scratched away,’ past participle of 
sgraffiare

 .






’s-Gravenhage

 
/ˈsKHrävənˌhäKHə/






Dutch name for Hague
 .









Sgt

 
SGT






abbreviation




sergeant.













Sgt. Maj.






abbreviation




Sergeant Major.













sh.






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 shilling(s).













Shaanxi

 
/ˈSHänˈSHē /

 
Shensi






a mountainous province in central China; capital, Xian. It is the site of the earliest known settlements of the ancient Chinese civilizations.










Shaba

 
/ˈSHäbə/






a copper-mining region of southeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire); capital, Lubumbashi.

Former name (until 1972) Katanga
 .









Shabaka

 
/ˈSHabəkə/






(died 698 
BC

 ), Egyptian pharaoh; founder of the 25th dynasty; reigned 712–698 
BC

 ; known as 
Sabacon

 . He promoted the cult of Amun and revived the custom of pyramid burial in his own death arrangements.









Shabbat

 
/SHəˈbät/





I.
 
noun




the Jewish Sabbath.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
šabbāṯ

 .





Shabbos

 
/ˈSHäbəs /

 
Shabbas
 , Shabbes





I.
 
noun




the Yiddish term for the Jewish Sabbath.











– origin

 Yiddish, from Hebrew 
šabbāṯ

 .






shabby

 
/ˈSHabē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in poor condition through long or hard use or lack of care




•
 
a conscript in a shabby uniform saluted the car.










2.
 
dressed in old or worn clothes.




3.
 
(of behavior) mean and shameful




•
 
shabby, disrespectful treatment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shabbily

 
/ˈSHabəlē /






adverb













2.
 
shabbiness

 
/ˈSHabēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from dialect 
shab

 ‘scab’ (from a Germanic base meaning ‘itch’) + -y
 1
 .





shabby chic






noun




a style of interior decoration that uses furnishings that are or appear to be pleasantly old and slightly worn




•
 
the mismatched furniture and wallpaper in varied patterns epitomizes shabby chic




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the shabby chic style looks best with a white or pastel background




•
 
a shabby chic kitchen.



















shabrack

 
/ˈSHabˌrak/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a cavalry saddlecloth used in European armies.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Schabracke

 , of eastern European origin; compare with Russian 
shabrak

 .





shabu-shabu

 
/ˌSHäbo͞oˈSHäbo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of pieces of thinly sliced beef or pork cooked quickly with vegetables in boiling water and then dipped in sauce.











– origin

 Japanese.





shack

 
/SHak/





I.
 
noun




a roughly built hut or cabin.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
shack up

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 move in or live with someone as a lover.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from Mexican 
jacal

 ; see jacal
 . The early sense of the verb was ‘live in a shack’ (originally a US usage).





shackle

 
/ˈSHak(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
shackles

 )
 — a pair of fetters connected together by a chain, used to fasten a prisoner's wrists or ankles together.




2.
 
used in reference to something that restrains or impedes




•
 
society is going to throw off 
the shackles of

 racism and colonialism.










3.
 
a metal link, typically U-shaped, closed by a bolt, used to secure a chain or rope to something.




4.
 
a pivoted link connecting a spring in a vehicle's suspension to the body of the vehicle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
chain with shackles.




2.
 
restrain; limit




•
 
they seek to shackle the oil and gas companies by imposing new controls.

















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)acul

 ‘fetter,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schakel

 ‘link, coupling.’





Shackleton, Sir Ernest Henry

 
/ˈSHakəltən/






(1874–1922), British explorer. During one of his Antarctic expeditions (1914–16), Shackleton's ship 
Endurance

 was crushed in the ice. He and his crew eventually reached Elephant Island, from where he and five others made an 800-mile (1,300-km) open-boat voyage to South Georgia to get help.









shacky

 
/ˈSHakē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a building) dilapidated or ramshackle.














shad

 
/SHad/





I.
 
noun




a herringlike fish that spends much of its life in the sea, typically entering rivers to spawn. It is an important food fish in many regions.

[Genera 
Alosa

 and 
Caspialosa

 , family 
Clupeidae

 : several species. See twaite shad
 .]











– origin

 Old English 
sceadd

 , of unknown origin.





shadblow

 
/ˈSHadˌblō/





I.
 
noun




another term for juneberry
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from shad
 + blow
 3
 (because its flowering is associated with the presence of spawning shad in the rivers).





shadbush

 
/ˈSHadˌbo͝oSH /

 
shadblow





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for juneberry
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: so named because it flowers at the same time as shad are found in the rivers.





Shaddai

 
/SHäˈdī/





I.
 
noun




one of the names given to God in the Hebrew Bible.











– origin

 Hebrew, translated as ‘Almighty’ in English versions of the Bible, but of uncertain meaning.






shaddock

 
/ˈSHadək/





I.
 
noun




another term for pomelo
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: named after Captain 
Shaddock

 , who introduced it to the West Indies in the 17th cent.





shaddup

 
/ˌSHətˈəp/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 be quiet!




•
 
“Shaddup! If he wants to confess, let him.”

















– origin

 1950s: representing a pronunciation of 
shut up

 .






shade

 
/SHād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
comparative darkness and coolness caused by shelter from direct sunlight




•
 
sitting in the shade




•
 
this area will be 
in shade

 for much of the day.










2.
 
the darker part of a picture.




3.
 
a position of relative inferiority or obscurity




•
 
her elegant pink and black ensemble would 
put

 most outfits 
in the shade

 .










4.
 
(usu. 
shades

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a shadow or area of darkness




•
 
the shades of evening drew on.










5.
 


‹historical›

 a portrait in silhouette.




6.
 
a color, especially with regard to how light or dark it is or as distinguished from one nearly like it




•
 
various shades of blue




•
 
Maria's eyes darkened 
in shade

 .










7.
 


[Art]

 a slight degree of difference between colors.




8.
 
a slightly differing variety of something




•
 
politicians of all shades of opinion.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a slight amount of something




•
 
there is 
a shade of

 wistfulness in his rejection.










10.
 
a lampshade.




11.
 
(often 
shades

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a screen or blind on a window.




12.
 
an eyeshade.




13.
 
(
shades

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 sunglasses.




14.
 


‹literary›

 a ghost.




15.
 
(
the Shades

 )
 — the underworld; Hades.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
screen from direct light




•
 
she shaded her eyes against the sun.










2.
 
cover, moderate, or exclude the light of




•
 
he shaded the flashlight with his hand.










3.
 
darken or color (an illustration or diagram) with parallel pencil lines or a block of color




•
 
she 
shaded in

 the outline of a chimney.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a color or something colored) gradually change into another color




•
 
the sky shaded from turquoise to night blue.










5.
 
make a slight reduction in the amount, rate, or price of




•
 
banks may shade the margin over base rate they charge customers.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a shade ——






a little ——




•
 
he was a shade hung over.















2.
 
shades of ——






used to suggest reminiscence of or comparison with someone or something specified




•
 
a long, drawn-out orchestral climax (shades of Wagner or Strauss).















3.
 
throw shade

 

‹US informal›







publicly criticize or express contempt for someone




•
 
if she was really so above it all, she wouldn't have to throw shade




•
 
they weren't the only people who 
threw shade at

 her performance.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shadeless

 
/ˈSHādlis /






adjective













2.
 
shader






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)adu

 , of Germanic origin. Compare with shadow
 .





shading

 
/ˈSHādiNG/






noun



1.
 
the darkening or coloring of an illustration or diagram with parallel lines or a block of color.




2.
 
a very slight variation, typically in color or meaning




•
 
the shadings of opinion even among those who are in broad agreement.










3.
 
a layer of paint or material used to provide shade, especially for plants




•
 
liquid greenhouse shading.



















shadkhan





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈSHätKHən, SHädˈKHän /



1.
 
a Jewish professional matchmaker or marriage broker.











– origin

 from Yiddish 
shadkhn

 , based on Hebrew 
šiddēḵ

 ‘negotiate.’





shadoof

 
/SHəˈdo͞of/





I.
 
noun




a pole with a bucket and counterweight used especially in Egypt for raising water.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Egyptian Arabic 
šādūf

 .






shadow

 
/ˈSHadō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark area or shape produced by a body coming between rays of light and a surface




•
 
trees cast long shadows.










2.
 
partial or complete darkness, especially as produced in this way




•
 
the north side of the cathedral was deep in shadow




•
 (
shadows

 )
 
a stranger slowly approached from the shadows.










3.
 
the shaded part of a picture.




4.
 
a dark patch or area on a surface




•
 
there are dark shadows beneath your eyes.










5.
 
a region of opacity on a radiograph




•
 
shadows on his lungs.










6.
 
short for eyeshadow
 .




7.
 
used in reference to proximity, ominous oppressiveness, or sadness and gloom




•
 
the shadow of war fell across Europe




•
 
only one shadow lay over Sally's life.










8.
 
used in reference to something insubstantial or fleeting




•
 
a freedom that was more shadow than substance.










9.
 
used in reference to a position of relative inferiority or obscurity




•
 
he 
lived in the shadow of

 his father.










10.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — the slightest trace of something




•
 
she knew 
without a shadow of a doubt

 that he was lying.










11.
 
a weak or inferior remnant or version of something




•
 
this fine-looking, commanding man had become 
a shadow of

 his former self.










12.
 
an expression of perplexity or sadness




•
 
a shadow crossed Maria's face.










13.
 
an inseparable attendant or companion




•
 
her faithful shadow, a Yorkshire terrier called Heathcliffe.










14.
 
a person secretly following and observing another.




15.
 
a person who accompanies someone in their daily activities at work in order to gain experience at or insight into a job.




16.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 the opposition counterpart of a government minister




•
 
the shadow Chancellor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
envelop in shadow; cast a shadow over




•
 
the market is shadowed by St. Margaret's church




•
 
a hood shadowed her face.










2.
 
follow and observe (someone) closely and typically secretly




•
 
he had been up all night shadowing a team of poachers.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 (of an opposition politician) be the counterpart of (a government minister or a ministry).




4.
 
accompany (someone) in their daily activities at work in order to gain experience at or insight into a job.








III.
 
phrases





be frightened of one's shadow






be very timid or nervous.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shadower






noun













2.
 
shadowless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scead(u)we

 (noun), oblique case of 
sceadu

 (see shade
 ), 
sceadwian

 ‘screen or shield from attack,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schaduw

 and German 
Schatten

 (nouns), from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
skotos

 ‘darkness.’





shadow banking






noun




lending and other financial activities conducted by unregulated institutions or under unregulated conditions




•
 
regulators will tell politicians how they plan to reform shadow banking




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the 
shadow banking system

 .



















shadowbox

 
/ˈSHadōˌbäks/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spar with an imaginary opponent as a form of training.








II.
 
noun

 — (
shadow box

 )


1.
 
a case with a protective transparent front, used for displaying jewelry, coins, or other small objects.













shadow economy






noun




illicit economic activity (such as black market transactions and undeclared work) existing alongside a country's official economy.













shadowgraph

 
/ˈSHadōˌɡraf/






noun



1.
 
an image formed by the shadow of an object on a surface.




2.
 
an image formed when light shone through a fluid is refracted differently by regions of different density.




3.
 
a radiograph.













shadowland

 
/ˈSHadōˌland/






noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a place in shadow.




2.
 
(usu. 
shadowlands

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 an indeterminate borderland between places or states, typically represented as an abode of ghosts and spirits




•
 
voices laughing in the shadowlands of my recall.



















shadow mask






noun




a perforated metal screen situated directly behind the phosphor screen in certain types of color television tubes, having a pattern of precisely located holes through which the electron beams pass so as to strike the correct dots on the phosphor screen.













shadow play

 
/ˈSHadō plā/






noun




a display in which the shadows of flat jointed puppets are cast on a screen that is viewed by the audience from the other side. Such shows originated in East Asia, and were popular in London and Paris in the 18th and 19th centuries; they survive in traditional form in Java and Bali.













shadow price






noun






[Economics]

 the estimated price of a good or service for which no market price exists.













shadow stitch






noun




a crisscross embroidery stitch used on sheer materials for filling in spaces, worked on the reverse side so as to show through in a shadowy way with an outline resembling a backstitch.













shadow work






noun




embroidery done in shadow stitch.













shadowy

 
/ˈSHadōē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of shadows




•
 
the shadowy back streets of Stringtown.










2.
 
of uncertain identity or nature




•
 
a shadowy figure appeared through the mist




•
 
the shadowy world of covert operations.










3.
 
insubstantial; unreal




•
 
they were attacked by a swarm of shadowy, ethereal forms.














II.
 
derivatives





shadowiness






noun





















shady

 
/ˈSHādē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated in or full of shade




•
 
shady woods.










2.
 
giving shade from sunlight




•
 
they sprawled under a shady carob tree.










3.
 


‹informal›

 of doubtful honesty or legality




•
 
he was involved in his grandmother's shady deals.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shadily

 
/ˈSHādilē /






adverb













2.
 
shadiness

 
/ˈSHādēnəs /






noun





















shaft

 
/SHaft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow part or section forming the handle of a tool or club, the body of a spear or arrow, or a similar implement




•
 
the shaft of a golf club




•
 
the shaft of a feather.










2.
 
an arrow or spear.




3.
 
a column, especially the main part between the base and capital.




4.
 
a long cylindrical rotating rod for the transmission of motive power in a machine.




5.
 
each of the pair of poles between which a horse is harnessed to a vehicle.




6.
 
a ray of light or bolt of lightning




•
 


a shaft of

 sunlight.










7.
 
a sudden flash of a quality or feeling




•
 


a shaft of

 inspiration.










8.
 
a remark intended to be witty, wounding, or provoking




•
 
he directs his shafts against her.










9.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a penis.




10.
 
(
the shaft

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 harsh or unfair treatment




•
 
the executives continue to raise their pay while the workers 
get the shaft

 .










11.
 
a long, narrow, typically vertical hole that gives access to a mine, accommodates an elevator in a building, or provides ventilation.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of light) shine in beams




•
 
brilliant sunshine shafted through the skylight.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (a woman).




3.
 


‹informal›

 treat (someone) harshly or unfairly




•
 
I suppose she'll get a lawyer and I'll be shafted.














III.
 
derivatives





shafted






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a long-shafted harpoon

























– origin

 Old English 
scæft

 , 
sceaft

 ‘handle, pole,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schaft

 , German 
Schaft

 , and perhaps also to scepter
 . Early senses of the verb (late Middle English) were ‘fit with a handle’ and ‘send out shafts of light.’





shaft drive





I.
 
noun




a mechanism in which power is transmitted from an engine by means of a driveshaft, especially to the wheels of a vehicle or a boat's propeller.








II.
 
derivatives





shaft-driven






adjective





















Shaftesbury, 7th Earl of

 
/ˈSHaf(t)sˌberē, -b(ə)rē/






(1801–85), English philanthropist and social reformer; born 
Anthony Ashley Cooper

 . He inspired much of the legislation designed to improve conditions for the large working class created as a result of the Industrial Revolution.









shaft horsepower






noun




the power delivered to a propeller or turbine shaft.













shafting

 
/ˈSHaftiNG/






noun




a system of connected shafts for transmitting motive power in a machine.














shag1


 
/SHaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a carpet or rug with a long, rough pile




•
 
wall-to-wall shag carpet.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a pile) long and rough




•
 
a shag pile.










3.
 
cloth with a velvet nap on one side.




4.
 
a thick, tangled hairstyle or mass of hair




•
 
her hair was cut short in a boyish shag




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a shag cut.










5.
 
(also 
shag tobacco

 )
 — a coarse kind of cut tobacco.











– origin

 late Old English 
sceacga

 ‘rough matted hair,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
skegg

 ‘beard’ and shaw
 .





shag2


 
/SHaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a western European and Mediterranean cormorant with greenish-black plumage and a long curly crest in the breeding season.

[
Phalacrocorax aristotelis

 , family 
Phalacrocoracidae

 .]




2.
 


(chiefly NZ)

 any cormorant.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps a use of shag
 1
 , with reference to the bird's “shaggy” crest.





shag3


 
/SHaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a dance originating in the US in the 1930s and 1940s, characterized by vigorous hopping from one foot to the other.











– origin

 of obscure derivation; perhaps from obsolete 
shag

 ‘waggle.’





shag4


 
/SHaɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Baseball]

 chase or catch (fly balls) for practice.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





shag5


 
/SHaɡ /

 

‹Brit. vulgar slang›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have sexual intercourse with (someone).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sexual intercourse.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a sexual partner of a specified ability.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shaggable






adjective













2.
 
shagger






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





shagged

 
/SHaɡd/






adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 exhausted




•
 
they were too shagged to do any cleaning.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 damaged, ruined, or useless




•
 
I thought my hearing was shagged because I play the drums.



















shaggy

 
/ˈSHaɡē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of hair or fur) long, thick, and unkempt




•
 
the mountain goat has a long, shaggy coat.










2.
 
having long, thick, unkempt hair or fur




•
 
a huge shaggy English sheepdog.










3.
 
of or having a covering resembling rough, thick hair.








II.
 
phrases





shaggy-dog story

 
/ˌSHaɡēˈdôɡ ˈstôrē /






a long, rambling story or joke, typically one that is amusing only because it is absurdly inconsequential or pointless.

[originally an anecdote of this type, about a shaggy-haired dog (1945).]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shaggily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
shagginess

 
/ˈSHaɡēnəs /






noun






















shaggy mane






noun




a common mushroom that has a tall, narrow white cap covered with shaggy scales, occurring worldwide and edible when young.

[
Coprinus comatus

 , family 
Coprinaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













shagreen

 
/SHəˈɡrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sharkskin used as a decorative material or, for its natural rough surface of pointed scales, as an abrasive.




2.
 
a kind of untanned leather with a rough granulated surface.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: variant of chagrin
 in the literal sense ‘rough skin.’





shah

 
/SHä/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a title of the former monarch of Iran.








II.
 
derivatives





shahdom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Persian 
šāh

 , from Old Persian 
ḵšāyaṯiya

 ‘king.’





Shah, Reza

 
/SHä/






see Pahlavi
 1
 .










shahada

 
/SHäˈhädə /

 
shahadah





I.
 
noun




the Muslim profession of faith (“there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah”).











– origin

 from Arabic 
šahāda

 ‘testimony, evidence.’





shahid

 
/SHäˈhēd /

 
shaheed





I.
 
noun




a Muslim martyr.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Arabic 
šahīd

 ‘witness, martyr.’





Shahn, Ben

 
/SHän/






(1898–1989), US artist and photographer; born in Lithuania; full name 
Benjamin Shahn

 . His paintings such as 
“The Passion of Sacco and Vanzetti”

 (1931–32) are devoted to political and social themes. He was also a photographer for the US Farm Security Administration during the 1930s.









shahtoosh

 
/SHäˈto͞oSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
high-quality wool from the neck hair of the Himalayan ibex.




2.
 
fabric woven from this.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Punjabi from Persian 
šāh

 ‘king’ + Kashmiri 
tośa

 ‘fine shawl material.’





Shaitan

 
/SHīˈtän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Muslim countries) the Devil, Satan, or an evil spirit.




2.
 
(
shaitan

 )
 — an evilly disposed, vicious, or cunning person or animal.











– origin

 from Arabic 
šayṭān

 .






Shaiva

 
/ˈSHīvə /

 
Saiva





I.
 
noun




a member of one of the main branches of modern Hinduism, devoted to the worship of the god Shiva as the supreme being.

Compare with Vaishnava
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Shaivite

 
/-vīt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śaiva

 ‘sacred to Shiva.’





Shaka

 
/ˈSHäkə /

 
Chaka






(
c.

 1787–1828), Zulu chief 1816–28. He reorganized his forces and waged war against the Nguni clans, subjugating them and forming a Zulu empire in southeastern Africa.










shake

 
/SHāk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a structure or area of land) tremble or vibrate




•
 
buildings shook in Sacramento and tremors were felt in Reno.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to tremble or vibrate




•
 
a severe earthquake shook the area.










3.
 
(of a person, a part of the body, or the voice) tremble uncontrollably from a strong emotion such as fear or anger




•
 
Luke was 
shaking with

 rage




•
 
her voice 
shook with

 passion.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (an object) up and down or from side to side with rapid, forceful, jerky movements




•
 
she stood in the hall and shook her umbrella.










5.
 
remove (an object or substance) from something by movements of this kind




•
 
they shook the sand out of their shoes.










6.
 


‹informal›

 get rid of or put an end to (something unwanted)




•
 
he was unable to 
shake off

 the memories of the trenches.










7.
 
grasp (someone) and move them roughly to and fro, either in anger or to rouse them from sleep


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
he gently shook the driver awake and they set off.










8.
 
brandish in anger or as a warning; make a threatening gesture with




•
 
men shook their fists and shouted.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — upset the composure of; shock or astonish




•
 
rumors of a further loss shook the market




•
 
the fall 
shook

 him 
up

 quite badly




•
 (as 
adj.

 
shaken

 )
 
she was visibly shaken and upset when she returned.










10.
 
cause a change of mood or attitude by shocking or disturbing (someone)




•
 
he had to shake himself out of his lethargy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of shaking




•
 
with a shake of its magnificent antlers the stag charged down the slope




•
 
camera shake causes the image to become blurred.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an earth tremor.




3.
 
an amount of something that is sprinkled by shaking a container




•
 
add a few 
shakes of

 sea salt and black pepper.










4.
 
short for milk shake
 .




5.
 
(
the shakes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a fit of trembling or shivering




•
 
I wouldn't go in there, it gives me the shakes.










6.
 


[Music]

 a trill.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or give someone) a fair shake








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 get (or give someone) just treatment or a fair chance




•
 
I do not believe he gave the industry a fair shake.















2.
 
in two shakes (of a lamb's tail)








‹informal›

 very quickly




•
 
I'll be back to you in two shakes.















3.
 
more —— than one can shake a stick at








‹informal›

 used to emphasize the largeness of an amount




•
 
a team with more experience than you can shake a stick at.















4.
 
no great shakes








‹informal›

 not very good or significant




•
 
it is no great shakes as a piece of cinema.















5.
 
shake the dust off one's feet






leave indignantly or disdainfully.









6.
 
shake hands (with someone) (or shake someone by the hand or shake someone's hand)






clasp someone's right hand in one's own at meeting or parting, in reconciliation or congratulation, or as a sign of agreement.









7.
 
shake one's head






turn one's head from side to side in order to indicate refusal, denial, disapproval, or incredulity




•
 
she shook her head in disbelief.















8.
 
shake (or quake) in one's shoes (or boots)






tremble with apprehension.









9.
 
shake a leg








‹informal›

 make a start; rouse oneself




•
 
come on, shake a leg.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
shake down






become established in a new place or situation; settle down




•
 
it was disruptive to the industry as it was shaking down after deregulation.















2.
 
shake someone down








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 extort money from someone.









3.
 
shake something down






cause something to fall or settle by shaking.









4.
 
shake someone off





a.
 
get away from someone by shaking their grip loose.




b.
 
manage to evade or outmaneuver someone who is following or pestering one




•
 
he thought he had shaken off his pursuer.










c.
 
(in sports, especially a race) outdistance another competitor




•
 
in the final lap she looked as though she had shaken off the Dutch girl.















5.
 
shake something off






successfully deal with or recover from an illness or injury




•
 
she has shaken off a virus.















6.
 
shake on








‹informal›

 confirm (an agreement) by shaking hands




•
 
they shook on the deal.















7.
 
shake out






eventually prove to happen




•
 
we'll see what shakes out.















8.
 
shake something out





a.
 
empty something out by shaking a container




•
 
he shook out a handful of painkillers.










b.
 
spread or open something such as a cloth or garment by shaking it




•
 
she shook out the newspaper.










c.
 
restore something crumpled to its natural shape by shaking




•
 
she undid her helmet and shook out her frizzled hair.










d.
 


[Sailing]

 unwind or untie a reef to increase the area of a sail.









9.
 
shake someone up






rouse someone from lethargy, apathy, or complacency




•
 
he had to do something to shake the team up—we lacked spark.















10.
 
shake something up





a.
 
mix ingredients by shaking




•
 
use soap flakes shaken up in the water to make bubbles.










b.
 
make radical changes to the organization or structure of an institution or system




•
 
he presented plans to shake up the legal profession.





















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)acan

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





shakedown

 
/ˈSHākˌdoun/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a radical change or restructuring, particularly in a hierarchical organization or group




•
 
the shakedown of the Bank of England in the fall of 1992.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a thorough search of a person or place




•
 
harassment and shakedowns by persons in police uniforms.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a swindle; a piece of extortion




•
 
he wants to eliminate bribery, shakedowns, and bid-rigging in New York City's construction industry.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a test of a new product or model, especially a vehicle or ship




•
 
the high-orbit shakedown of the lunar module had its merits




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the software is expected to enter its final shakedown phase by the middle of September.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a makeshift bed.













shaken

 
/ˈSHākən/






past participle of shake
 .









shaken baby syndrome






noun




injury to a baby caused by being shaken violently and repeatedly. Shaking can cause swelling of the brain, internal bleeding, detached retinas leading to blindness, mental retardation, and death.













shakeout

 
/ˈSHākˌout/






noun






‹informal›

 an upheaval or reorganization of a business, market, or organization due to competition and typically involving streamlining and layoffs.













shaker

 
/ˈSHākər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a container used for mixing ingredients by shaking




•
 
a cocktail shaker.










2.
 
a container with a pierced top from which a powdered substance such as flour or salt is poured by shaking.




3.
 
(
Shaker

 )
 — a member of an American religious sect, the United Society of Believers in Christ's Second Coming, established in England 
c.

 1750 and living simply in celibate mixed communities.

[so named from the wild, ecstatic movements engaged in during worship.]




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a style of elegantly functional furniture traditionally produced by Shaker communities.








II.
 
derivatives





Shakerism

 
/ˈSHāk(ə)ˌrizəm /






noun





shaker
 (
sense

 2)





















Shakeress

 
/ˈSHāk(ə)rəs/






noun




a female Shaker.













Shaker Heights

 
/ˌSHākər ˈhīts/






a city in northeastern Ohio, an affluent suburb east of Cleveland; pop. 26,460 (est. 2008).









Shakespeare, William

 
/ˈSHākˌspi(ə)r/






(1564–1616), English playwright. His plays are written mostly in blank verse and include comedies, historical plays, the Greek and Roman plays, enigmatic comedies, the great tragedies, and the group of tragicomedies with which he ended his career. He also wrote more than 150 sonnets, which were published in 1609, as well as narrative poems.









Shakespearean

 
/SHākˈspirēən /

 
Shakespearian





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of William Shakespeare or his works




•
 
the early Shakespearean plays




•
 
an eminent Shakespearean actor




•
 
there is an almost Shakespearean quality to the narrative.














II.
 
noun




an expert on or student of Shakespeare's writings




•
 
several Shakespeareans have reviewed the film.



















Shakespearean sonnet






noun




another term for Elizabethan sonnet
 .













shake-up

 
/ˈSHāk ˌəp /

 
shakeup






noun






‹informal›

 a radical reorganization.













Shakhty

 
/ˈSHäKHtē/






a coal-mining city in southwestern Russia, in the Donets Basin, northeast of Rostov; pop. 244,400 (est. 2008).









shako

 
/ˈSHakō ˈSHākō/





I.
 
noun




a cylindrical or conical military hat with a brim and a plume or pom-pom.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via French from Hungarian 
csákó (süveg

 ) ‘peaked (cap),’ from 
csák

 ‘peak,’ from German 
Zacken

 ‘spike.’





Shakti

 
/ˈSHəktē/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 the female principle of divine energy, especially when personified as the supreme deity.

See also Devi
 and Parvati
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śakti

 ‘power, divine energy.’





shakudo

 
/SHäˈko͞odō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese alloy of copper and gold, typically having a blue patina.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Japanese, from 
shaku

 ‘red’ + 
dō

 ‘copper.’





shakuhachi

 
/ˌSHäko͞oˈhäCHē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese bamboo flute, held vertically when played.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese, from 
shaku

 , a measure of length (approx. 0.33 meter) + 
hachi

 ‘eight (tenths).’





shaky

 
/ˈSHākē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaking or trembling




•
 
she managed a shaky laugh.










2.
 
unstable because of poor construction or heavy use




•
 
a cracked, dangerously shaky table.










3.
 
not safe or reliable; liable to fail or falter




•
 
thoroughly shaky evidence




•
 
Burns overcame a shaky start to beat the Red Sox.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shakily

 
/ˈSHākilē /






adverb













2.
 
shakiness

 
/ˈSHākēnəs /






noun





















shale

 
/SHāl/





I.
 
noun




soft, finely stratified sedimentary rock that formed from consolidated mud or clay and can be split easily into fragile slabs.








II.
 
derivatives





shaly

 
/ˈSHālē /

 
shaley






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: probably from German 
Schale

 ; related to English dialect 
shale

 ‘dish’ (see scale
 2
 ).





shale gas






noun




natural gas occurring within or extracted from shale




•
 
the rise of shale gas is shaping up to be the biggest shift in energy in generations




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the environmental impacts of shale gas extraction.



















shale oil

 
/ˈSHāl ˌoil/






noun




oil obtained from bituminous shale.














shall

 
/SHal SHəl/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
(in the first person) expressing the future tense




•
 
this time next week I shall be in Scotland.










2.
 
expressing a strong assertion or intention




•
 
they shall succeed




•
 
you shall not frighten me out of this.










3.
 
expressing an instruction or command




•
 
you shall not steal.










4.
 
used in questions indicating offers or suggestions




•
 
shall I send you the book?




•
 
shall we go?

















– origin

 Old English 
sceal

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zal

 and German 
soll

 , from a base meaning ‘owe.’ / 
usage:

 There is considerable confusion about when to use 
shall

 and 
will

 . The traditional rule in standard English is that 
shall

 is used with first person pronouns (
I

 and 
we

 ) to form the future tense, while 
will

 is used with second and third persons (
you

 , 
he

 , 
she

 , 
it

 , 
they

 ): 
I shall

 be late; 
she will

 not be there. To express a strong determination to do something, these positions are reversed, with 
will

 being used with the first person and 
shall

 with the second and third persons: 
I will

 not tolerate this; 
you shall

 go to school. In practice, however, 
shall

 and 
will

 are today used more or less interchangeably in statements (although not in questions). Given that the forms are frequently contracted (
we'll

 , 
she'll

 , etc.), there is often no need to make a choice between 
shall

 and 
will

 , another factor no doubt instrumental in weakening the distinction. In modern English, the interchangeable use of 
shall

 and 
will

 is an acceptable part of standard US and British English.





shallop

 
/ˈSHaləp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a light sailboat used mainly for coastal fishing or as a tender.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a large heavy boat with one or more masts and carrying fore-and-aft or lug sails and sometimes equipped with guns.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
chaloupe

 , from Dutch 
sloep

 ‘sloop.’





shallot

 
/SHəˈlät ˈSHalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small bulb that resembles an onion and is used for pickling or as a substitute for onion.




2.
 
the plant that produces shallots, each mature bulb producing a cluster of smaller bulbs.

[
Allium ascalonicum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Alliaceae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: shortening of 
eschalot

 , from French 
eschalotte

 , alteration of Old French 
eschaloigne

 (in Anglo-Norman French 
scaloun

 : see scallion
 ).






shallow

 
/ˈSHalō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of little depth




•
 
serve the noodles in a shallow bowl




•
 
being fairly shallow, the water was warm.










2.
 
situated at no great depth




•
 
the shallow bed of the North Sea.










3.
 
varying only slightly from a specified or understood line or direction, especially the horizontal




•
 
a shallow roof.










4.
 
not exhibiting, requiring, or capable of serious thought




•
 
a shallow analysis of contemporary society.










5.
 
(of breathing) taking in little air.








II.
 
noun

 — (
shallows

 )


1.
 
an area of the sea, a lake, or a river where the water is not very deep.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the sea, a lake, or a river) become less deep over time or in a particular place




•
 
the boat ground to a halt where the water shallowed.














IV.
 
derivatives





shallowly

 
/ˈSHalōlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: obscurely related to shoal
 2
 .





shallowness

 
/ˈSHalōnəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of physical depth




•
 
because of the shallowness of the water there are big temperature fluctuations.










2.
 
lack of strength or intensity




•
 
increased shallowness of breath.










3.
 
lack of depth of character, insight, or serious thought




•
 
the shallowness of the characters left the movie flat




•
 
Kate would scoff at her mother's apparent shallowness




•
 
the shallowness of their arguments.



















Shalmaneser III

 
/SHalməˌnēzər T͟HəˈTHərd/





I.
 
(died 824 
BC

 ), king of Assyria 859–824. Most of his reign was devoted to the expansion of his kingdom and the conquest of neighboring lands. According to Assyrian records, he defeated an alliance of Syrian kings and the king of Israel in a battle at Qarqar on the Orontes in 853 
BC

 .







– origin

 from 
Salmanasar

 , the Latin form of the name in the Vulgate (2 Kings 17–19).






shalom

 
/SHäˈlōm SHəˈlōm/





I.
 
exclamation




used as salutation by Jews at meeting or parting, meaning “peace.”

Compare with salaam
 .











– origin

 from Hebrew 
šālōm

 .





shalt

 
/SHalt SHəlt/






archaic second person singular of shall
 .










sham

 
/SHam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is not what it is purported to be




•
 
the proposed legislation is a farce and a sham.










2.
 
pretense




•
 
it all turned out to be sham and hypocrisy.










3.
 
a person who pretends to be someone or something they are not




•
 
he was a sham, totally unqualified for his job as a senior doctor.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for pillow sham
 .








II.
 
adjective




bogus; false




•
 
a clergyman who arranged a sham marriage.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
falsely present something as the truth




•
 
was he ill or was he shamming?










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pretend to be or to be experiencing




•
 
she shams indifference.














IV.
 
derivatives





shammer

 
/ˈSHamər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps a northern English dialect variant of the noun shame
 .





shamal

 
/SHəˈmäl/





I.
 
noun




a hot, dry northwesterly wind blowing across the Persian Gulf in summer, typically causing sandstorms.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Arabic 
šamāl

 ‘north (wind).’





shaman

 
/ˈSHämən ˈSHāmən/





I.
 
noun




a person regarded as having access to, and influence in, the world of good and evil spirits, especially among some peoples of northern Asia and North America. Typically such people enter a trance state during a ritual, and practice divination and healing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shamanism

 
/ˈSHäməˌnizəm ˈSHāməˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
shamanist

 
/ˈSHämənəst ˈSHāmənəst /






noun, adjective













3.
 
shamanistic

 
/ˌSHäməˈnistik ˌSHāməˈnistik /






adjective













4.
 
shamanize

 
/-ˌnīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from German 
Schamane

 and Russian 
shaman

 , from Tungus 
šaman

 .





shamanic

 
/SHəˈmänik/






adjective




relating to the beliefs and practices associated with a shaman




•
 
shamanic rituals




•
 
shamanic healers.



















shamateur

 
/ˈSHamədər ˈSHaməCHər/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 a sports player who makes money from sports though classified as amateur.








II.
 
derivatives





shamateurism

 
/-ˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of sham
 and amateur
 .





shamba

 
/ˈSHambə/





I.
 
noun




(in East Africa) a cultivated plot of ground; a farm or plantation.











– origin

 Kiswahili.





shamble

 
/ˈSHambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) move with a slow, shuffling, awkward gait




•
 
he shambled off down the corridor.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slow, shuffling, awkward gait.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from dialect 
shamble

 ‘ungainly,’ perhaps from the phrase 
shamble legs

 , with reference to the legs of trestle tables (such as would be used in a meat market: see shambles
 ).






shambles

 
/ˈSHambəlz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a state of total disorder




•
 
my career was 
in a shambles

 .










2.
 
a butcher's slaughterhouse (archaic except in place names).




3.
 
a scene of carnage




•
 
the room was a shambles—their throats had been cut and they lay in a waste of blood.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘meat market’): plural of earlier 
shamble

 ‘stool, stall,’ from Latin 
scamellum

 , diminutive of 
scamnum

 ‘bench.’





shambling

 
/ˈSHamb(ə)liNG/






adjective




moving with a slow, shuffling, awkward gait




•
 
a big, shambling, shy man.



















shambly

 
/ˈSHamblē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a building) ramshackle; rickety.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) awkward; ungainly.













shambolic

 
/ˌSHamˈbälik/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 chaotic, disorganized, or mismanaged




•
 
the department's shambolic accounting.

















– origin

 1970s: from shambles
 , probably on the pattern of 
symbolic

 .






shame

 
/SHām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a painful feeling of humiliation or distress caused by the consciousness of wrong or foolish behavior




•
 
she was hot with shame




•
 
he felt a pang of shame at telling Alice a lie.










2.
 
a loss of respect or esteem; dishonor




•
 
the incident had brought shame on his family.










3.
 
used to reprove someone for something of which they should be ashamed




•
 


shame on you

 for dredging up such terrible memories




•
 


for shame

 , brother!










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a regrettable or unfortunate situation or action




•
 
it is a shame that they are not better known.










5.
 
a person, action, or situation that brings a loss of respect or honor




•
 
ignorance of Latin would be a disgrace and 
a shame to

 any public man.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person, action, or situation) make (someone) feel ashamed




•
 
I tried to 
shame

 him 
into

 giving some away.










2.
 
bring shame to




•
 
the entire debacle has shamed our community.










3.
 
cause (someone) to feel ashamed or inadequate by outdoing or surpassing them




•
 
she shames me with her eighty-year-old energy.














III.
 
phrases





put someone to shame






disgrace or embarrass someone by outdoing or surpassing them




•
 
she puts me to shame, she's so capable.





















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)amu

 (noun), 
sc(e)amian

 ‘feel shame,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schamen

 (verb) and German 
Scham

 (noun), 
schämen

 (verb).





shame culture






noun






[Anthropology]

 a culture in which conformity of behavior is maintained through the individual's fear of being shamed.













shamefaced

 
/ˈSHāmfāst/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or expressing shame or embarrassment




•
 
all the boys looked shamefaced.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shamefacedly

 
/ˈSHāmˌfāsədlē ˈSHāmˌfāstlē /






adverb













2.
 
shamefacedness

 
/ˈSHāmˌfāsədnəs ˈSHāmˌfāstnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘modest, shy’): alteration of archaic 
shamefast

 , by association with face
 .





shameful

 
/ˈSHāmfəl/





I.
 
adjective




worthy of or causing shame or disgrace




•
 
a shameful accusation.














II.
 
derivatives





shamefulness

 
/ˈSHāmfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)amful

 ‘modest, shamefaced’ (see shame
 , -ful
 ).





shamefully

 
/ˈSHāmfəlē/






adverb




in a manner worthy of or causing shame or disgrace




•
 
the government has acted shamefully




•
 
the gardens were shamefully neglected.



















shameless

 
/ˈSHāmləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their conduct) characterized by or showing a lack of shame




•
 
his shameless hypocrisy.














II.
 
derivatives





shamelessness

 
/ˈSHāmləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)amlēas

 (see shame
 , -less
 ).





shamelessly

 
/ˈSHāmləslē/






adverb




in a blatant or brazen manner; without shame




•
 
they shamelessly plug their upcoming film




•
 
she flirts shamelessly with the crowd.



















Shamir, Yitzhak

 
/SHəˈmi(ə)r/






(1915–2012), Israeli statesman, born in Poland; prime minister 1983–84 and 1986–92; Polish name 
Yitzhak Jazernicki

 . Under his leadership, Israel did not retaliate when attacked by Iraqi missiles during the Gulf War and possibly averted an escalation of the conflict.









shammes

 
/ˈSHäməs/






noun



1.
 
a sexton in a synagogue.




2.
 
the candle that is used to light the others in a menorah for Hanukkah.













shammy

 
/ˈSHamē /

 
shammy leather





I.
 
noun




informal term for chamois
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: a phonetic spelling.





shampoo

 
/SHamˈpo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a liquid preparation containing detergent or soap for washing the hair




•
 
he smelt clean, of soap and shampoo




•
 
an anti-dandruff shampoo.










2.
 
a substance similar to shampoo for cleaning a carpet, soft furnishings, or a car.




3.
 
an act of washing or cleaning something, especially the hair, with shampoo




•
 
a shampoo and set.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash or clean (something, especially the hair) with shampoo




•
 
Dolly was sitting in the bath shampooing her hair.










2.
 
(
shampoo something in/out

 )
 — wash something in or out of the hair using shampoo




•
 
apply oil to wet hair, otherwise it will be difficult to shampoo it out.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘massage (as part of a Turkish bath process)’): from Hindi 
cāṃpo!

 ‘press!,’ imperative of 
cāṃpnā

 .





shamrock

 
/ˈSHamˌräk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low-growing, cloverlike plant with three-lobed leaves, used as the national emblem of Ireland.

[The shamrock of legend has been identified with a number of different plants in the family 
Leguminosae

 , in particular the lesser yellow trefoil (
Trifolium minus

 ).]




2.
 
a spray or leaf of shamrock.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Irish 
seamróg

 ‘trefoil’ (diminutive of 
seamar

 ‘clover’).





shamus

 
/ˈSHāməs/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a private detective.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





Shan

 
/SHan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in northern Burma (Myanmar) and adjacent parts of southern China.




2.
 
the Tai language of the Shan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shan or their language.











– origin

 Burmese.





Shandong

 
/ˈSHänˈdôNG /

 
Shantung






a coastal province in eastern China; capital, Jinan. It occupies the Shandong Peninsula that separates southern Bo Hai from the Yellow Sea.









shandy

 
/ˈSHandē/





I.
 
noun




beer mixed with a nonalcoholic drink (typically lemonade).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of 
shandygaff

 , in the same sense, of unknown origin.





Shang

 
/SHaNG/






a dynasty that ruled China during part of the 2nd millennium 
BC

 , probably the 16th–11th centuries. The period encompassed the invention of Chinese ideographic script and the discovery and development of bronze casting.










Shangaan

 
/ˈSHaNGˌgän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the Tsonga people of southern Africa.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Shangaan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shangaan or their language.











– origin

 probably named after the founding chief 
Soshangane

 .





shanghai

 
/ˈSHaNGhī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 force (someone) to join a ship lacking a full crew by drugging them or using other underhanded means.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 coerce or trick (someone) into a place or position or into doing something




•
 
Brady shanghaied her into his Jaguar and roared off.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Shanghai
 .






Shanghai

 
/SHaNGˈhī/






a city on the eastern coast of China, a port on the estuary of the Yangtze River; pop. 11,283,700 (est. 2006). Until World War II, Shanghai contained areas of British, French, and American settlement. It was the site in 1921 of the founding of the Chinese Communist Party.









Shango

 
/ˈSHäNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a religious cult originating in western Nigeria and now practiced chiefly in parts of the Caribbean.




2.
 
(also 
Shangor

 )
 — an African god of thunder significant to the Shango cult.




3.
 
a dance associated with the Shango cult.











– origin

 1950s: from Yoruba.





Shangri-La

 
/ˌSHaNGɡrēˈlä/





I.
 
a Tibetan utopia in 
James Hilton's

 novel 
Lost Horizon

 (1933).




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Shangri-La

 )
 — a place regarded as an earthly paradise, especially when involving a retreat from the pressures of modern civilization.







– origin

 from 
Shangri

 (an invented name) + Tibetan 
la

 ‘mountain pass.’






shank

 
/SHaNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
shanks

 )
 — a person's leg, especially the part from the knee to the ankle




•
 
the old man's thin, bony shanks showed through his trousers.










2.
 
the lower part of an animal's foreleg.




3.
 
the lower part of an animal's foreleg as a cut of meat.




4.
 
the shaft or stem of a tool or implement, in particular




5.
 
a long narrow part of a tool connecting the handle to the operational end.




6.
 
the cylindrical part of a bit by which it is held in a drill.




7.
 
the long stem of a key, spoon, anchor, etc.




8.
 
the straight part of a nail or fishhook.




9.
 
a part or appendage by which something is attached to something else, especially a wire loop attached to the back of a button.




10.
 
the band of a ring rather than the setting or gemstone.




11.
 
the narrow middle of the sole of a shoe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Golf]

 strike (the ball) with the heel of the club




•
 
I shanked a shot and hit a person on a shoulder.














III.
 
derivatives





shanked






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a long-shanked hook

























– origin

 Old English 
sceanca

 ; related to Dutch 
schenk

 ‘leg bone’ and German 
Schenkel

 ‘thigh.’ The use of the verb as a golfing term dates from the 1920s.





Shankar, Ravi

 
/ˈSHaNGˌkär/






(1920–2012), Indian sitar player and composer. From the mid 1950s, he toured Europe and the US giving sitar recitals and doing much to stimulate Western interest in Indian music.









shanking

 
/ˈSHaNGkiNG/






noun



1.
 


[Golf]

 the action of striking the ball with the heel of the club.




2.
 
any of a number of plant diseases resulting in the darkening and shriveling of a plant or fruit from the base of a stem or stalk.













shanks' mare

 
shanks' pony





I.
 
noun




used to refer to one's own legs and the action of walking as a means of conveyance.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: first recorded as 
shanks-nag

 in R. Fergusson's 
Poems

 (1785).





Shannon

 
/ˈSHanən/





I.
 
the longest river in Ireland. It rises in County Leitrim near Lough Allen and flows 240 miles (390 km) south and then west to its estuary on the Atlantic Ocean.




II.
 
an international airport in the Republic of Ireland, situated on the Shannon River west of Limerick.










Shannon, Claude Elwood






(1916–2001), US engineer. The pioneer of mathematical communication theory, he also investigated digital circuits and was the first to use the term 
bit

 to denote a unit of information.









Shannon's theorem

 
Shannon's information theorem





I.
 
a theorem defining the maximum capacity of a communication channel to carry information with no more than an arbitrary error rate, given the bandwidth and signal-to-noise ratio.







– origin

 mid 20th cent.: named after C. E. 
Shannon

 (see Shannon, Claude Elwood
 ).





shanny

 
/ˈSHanē/





I.
 
noun




a small, greenish-brown European blenny (fish) of the shoreline and intertidal waters.

[
Blennius pholis

 , family 
Blennidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with earlier 
shan

 , in the same sense.





shan't

 
/SHant/






contraction






(chiefly Brit.)

 shall not




•
 
we shan't be gone long.



















shanti

 
/ˈSHän(t)ē/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 peace


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
“Shanti! Shanti! you must not let anger possess you like that.”

















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śānti

 ‘peace, tranquility.’






Shantou

 
/ˈSHänˈtō/






a port in the province of Guangdong in southeastern China, situated on the South China Sea at the mouth of the Han River; pop. 4,840,500 (est. 2006). It was one of the ports opened up to foreign trade in 1869.

Former name Swatow
 .









shantung

 
/SHanˈtəNG/





I.
 
noun




a dress fabric spun from tussore silk with random irregularities in the surface texture.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Shantung
 (see Shandong
 ), where it was originally made.





shanty1


 
/ˈSHan(t)ē/





I.
 
noun




a small, crudely built shack.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally a North American usage): perhaps from Canadian French 
chantier

 ‘lumberjack's cabin, logging camp.’





shanty2


 
/ˈSHan(t)ē/






noun




variant spelling of chantey
 .













shantyman

 
/ˈSHan(t)ēˌman/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a lumberjack.













shantytown

 
/ˈSHan(t)ēˌtoun/






noun




a deprived area on the outskirts of a town consisting of large numbers of crude dwellings.













Shanxi

 
/ˌSHänˈSHē /

 
Shansi






a province in north central China, south of Inner Mongolia; capital, Taiyuan.










shape

 
/SHāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the external form or appearance characteristic of someone or something; the outline of an area or figure




•
 
she liked the shape of his nose




•
 
houseplants come in all shapes and sizes




•
 
chest freezers are square or rectangular in shape.










2.
 
a person or thing that is difficult to see and identify clearly




•
 
he saw a shape through the mist.










3.
 
a specific form or guise assumed by someone or something




•
 
a fiend in human shape.










4.
 
a piece of material, paper, etc., made or cut in a particular form




•
 
stick paper shapes on for the puppet's eyes and nose.










5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — the particular condition or state of someone or something




•
 
he was in no shape to drive




•
 
the building was in poor shape.










6.
 
the distinctive nature or qualities of something




•
 
the future shape and direction of the country.










7.
 
definite or orderly arrangement




•
 
check that your structure will 
give shape to

 your essay.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a particular shape or form to




•
 
most caves are shaped by the flow of water through limestone




•
 
shape the dough into two-inch balls.










2.
 
make (something) fit the form of something else


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
suits have been shaped to fit so snugly that no curve is undefined.










3.
 
determine the nature of; have a great influence on




•
 
his childhood was shaped by a loving relationship with his elder brother.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — develop in a particular way; progress




•
 
the yacht was shaping well in trials.










5.
 
form or produce (a sound or words).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get into shape (or get someone into shape)






become (or make someone) physically fitter by exercise




•
 
if you're thinking of getting into shape, take it easy and build up slowly.















2.
 
in any (way) shape or form






in any manner or under any circumstances (used for emphasis)




•
 
96 percent of the electorate voted against Europeanization in any shape or form.















3.
 
in (good) shape






in good physical condition.









4.
 
in the shape of






represented or embodied by




•
 
retribution arrived in the shape of my irate father.















5.
 
whip (or knock or lick) someone/something into shape






act forcefully to bring someone or something into a fitter, more efficient, or better organized state




•
 
a man who whips a chamber orchestra into shape.















6.
 
out of shape





a.
 
(of an object) not having its usual or original shape, especially after being bent or knocked




•
 
check that the pipe end and compression nut are not bent out of shape.










b.
 
(of a person) in poor physical condition; unfit.









7.
 
the shape of things to come






the way the future is likely to develop.

[the title of a novel by H. G. Wells (1933).]









8.
 
shape up or ship out








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as an ultimatum to someone to improve their performance or behavior or face being made to leave.









9.
 
take shape






assume a distinct form; develop into something definite or tangible




•
 
the past few months have seen the state's health insurance legislation begin to take shape.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





shape up





a.
 
develop or happen in a particular way




•
 
it was shaping up to be another bleak year.










b.
 


‹informal›

 improve performance or behavior




•
 
we have never been afraid to tell our children to shape up.










c.
 
become physically fit




•
 
I need to shape up.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shapable

 
shapeable






adjective













2.
 
shaper

 
/ˈSHāpər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
gesceap

 ‘external form,’ also ‘creation,’ 
sceppan

 ‘create,’ of Germanic origin.





SHAPE

 
/SHāp/






abbreviation




Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe.













shaped

 
/SHāpt/






adjective




having a defined external form or outline




•
 
an enclosed back garden with a shaped lawn




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
her oval-shaped face.



















shaped charge






noun




an explosive charge with a cavity that focuses the blast into a small area.













shapeless

 
/ˈSHāpləs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a garment) lacking a distinctive or attractive shape




•
 
women in shapeless cotton dresses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shapelessly

 
/ˈSHāpləslē /






adverb













2.
 
shapelessness

 
/ˈSHāpləsnəs /






noun





















shapely

 
/ˈSHāplē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a woman or part of her body) having an attractive or well-proportioned shape




•
 
however much she ate made no difference to her shapely figure.














II.
 
derivatives





shapeliness

 
/ˈSHāplēnəs /






noun





















shape memory






noun






[Metallurgy]

 a property exhibited by certain alloys of recovering their initial shape when they are heated after having been plastically deformed.













shapeshifter

 
/ˈSHāpˌSHiftər/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in fiction) a person or being with the ability to change their physical form at will.








II.
 
derivatives





shapeshifting

 
/-ˌSHiftiNG /






noun, adjective





















shapewear

 
/ˈSHāpˌwer/






noun




women's tight-fitting underwear intended to control and shape the figure.













Shapiro, Karl

 
/SHəˈpi(ə)rō/






(1913–2000), US poet; full name 
Karl Jay Shapiro

 . His poems, including 
“Elegy for a Dead Soldier,”

 were collected in volumes such as 
V-Letter and Other Poems

 (1944) and 
Adult Book Store

 (1976).









shapka

 
/ˈSHäpkə/





I.
 
noun




a brimless Russian hat of fur or sheepskin.











– origin

 1940s: Russian, literally ‘hat.’





Shapley, Harlow

 
/ˈSHaplē/






(1885–1972), US astronomer. He carried out an extensive survey of galaxies and used his studies on the distribution of globular star clusters to locate the likely center of the galaxy and to infer its structure and dimensions. He found that the solar system is located on the galaxy's edge and not at its center.









sharara

 
/SHəˈrärə/





I.
 
noun




a pair of loose, pleated trousers worn by women from South Asia, typically with a kameez and dupatta.











– origin

 from Urdu.





shard

 
/SHärd/





I.
 
noun




a piece of broken ceramic, metal, glass, or rock, typically having sharp edges




•
 
shards of glass flew in all directions.

















– origin

 Old English 
sceard

 ‘gap, notch, potsherd,’ of Germanic origin: related to Dutch 
schaarde

 ‘notch,’ also to shear
 .





share1


 
/SHer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part or portion of a larger amount that is divided among a number of people, or to which a number of people contribute




•
 
under the proposals, investors would pay a greater share of the annual fees required




•
 
we gave them all the chance to have a share in the profits.










2.
 
part proprietorship of property held by joint owners




•
 
Jake had a share in a large seagoing vessel.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the allotted or due amount of something that a person expects to have or to do, or that is expected to be accepted or done by them




•
 
she's done more than her 
fair share of

 globe-trotting.










4.
 
one of the equal parts into which a company's capital is divided, entitling the holder to a proportion of the profits




•
 
they bought 33 shares of American Standard.










5.
 
an instance of posting or reposting something on a social media website or application




•
 
there have been 25,000 shares on Twitter and 117 likes on Facebook as of 7:30 p.m.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a portion of (something) with another or others




•
 
he 
shared

 the pie 
with

 her




•
 
all members of the band equally share the band's profits.










2.
 
give a portion of (something) to another or others




•
 
money raised will be shared between the two charities.










3.
 
use, occupy, or enjoy (something) jointly with another or others




•
 
they once shared a house in the Hamptons




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
there weren't enough plates, so we had to share




•
 (as 
adj.

 
shared

 )
 
a shared bottle of wine.










4.
 
possess (a view or quality) in common with others




•
 
other countries don't share our reluctance to eat goat meat.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
share in

 )
 — (of a number of people or organizations) have a part in (something, especially an activity)




•
 
the companies would share in the development of three oil platforms.










6.
 
tell someone about (something), especially something personal




•
 
she had never 
shared

 the secret 
with

 anyone before.










7.
 
post or repost (something) on a social media website or application




•
 
the app lets you share your photos on Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
share and share alike






having or receiving an equal share




•
 
their representatives shared the inheritance share and share alike.















2.
 
share a moment






see moment
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





sharer

 
/ˈSHerər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
scearu

 ‘division, part into which something may be divided,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schare

 and German 
Schar

 ‘troop, multitude,’ also to shear
 . The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





share2


 
/SHer/






noun




short for plowshare
 .













shareability

 
/ˌSHerəˈbilədē /

 
sharability






noun




the quality of being shareable or the likelihood of being shared, especially on a social media website or application




•
 
the brevity of the video clips is a key to their shareability




•
 
in most cases, images work a lot better than text in terms of sharability.



















shareable

 
/ˈSHerəbəl /

 
sharable






adjective



1.
 
suitable or intended for sharing with another or others




•
 
there's a massive menu full of shareable snacks.










2.
 
suitable for posting or reposting on a social media website or application




•
 
every single piece of content is designed to be shareable




•
 
an app that allows users to make short and shareable videos.



















sharecropper

 
/ˈSHerˌkräpər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tenant farmer who gives a part of each crop as rent.








II.
 
derivatives





sharecrop

 
/ˈSHerˌkräp /






verb





















shareholder

 
/ˈSHerˌhōldər/






noun




an owner of shares in a company.













shareholding

 
/ˈSHerˌhōldiNG/






noun




an allocation of shares held in a company




•
 
this year he sold a 15 percent shareholding in the company.



















share option






noun




British term for stock option
 .













share plate

 
sharing plate






noun






(chiefly Austral.)

 (in a restaurant) a serving or selection of food to be shared between two or more diners




•
 
a restaurant popular for its share plates.



















shareware

 
/ˈSHerˌwer/






noun






[Computing]

 software that is available free of charge and often distributed informally for evaluation, after which a fee may be requested for continued use.













sharia

 
/SHəˈrēə /

 
shariah
 , shariat





I.
 
noun




Islamic canonical law based on the teachings of the Koran and the traditions of the Prophet (Hadith and Sunna), prescribing both religious and secular duties and sometimes retributive penalties for lawbreaking. It has generally been supplemented by legislation adapted to the conditions of the day, though the manner in which it should be applied in modern states is a subject of dispute between Islamic fundamentalists and modernists.











– origin

 from Arabic 
šarīʿa

 ; the variant 
shariat

 from Urdu and Persian.





sharif

 
/SHəˈrēf /

 
shereef
 , sherif





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a descendant of Muhammad through his daughter Fatima, entitled to wear a green turban or veil.




2.
 
a Muslim ruler, magistrate, or religious leader.








II.
 
derivatives





sharifian






adjective



















– origin

 from Arabic 
šarīf

 ‘noble,’ from 
šarafa

 ‘be exalted.’





sharing economy






noun




an economic system in which assets or services are shared between private individuals, either for free or for a fee, typically by means of the Internet




•
 
thanks to the sharing economy you can easily rent out your car, your apartment, your bike, even your Wi-Fi network when you don't need it.




















Sharjah

 
/ˈSHär(d)ZHə/





I.
 
one of the seven member states of the United Arab Emirates; pop. 934,400 (est. 2009).

Arabic name Ash Shariqah
 .




II.
 
the capital city of Sharjah, situated on the Persian Gulf; pop. 845,600 (est. 2009).










shark1


 
/SHärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long-bodied chiefly marine fish with a cartilaginous skeleton, a prominent dorsal fin, and toothlike scales. Most sharks are predatory, although the largest kinds feed on plankton.

[Several orders (or superorders) of the subclass 
Elasmobranchii

 : many families.]




2.
 
a small Southeast Asian freshwater fish with a sharklike tail, popular in aquariums.

[Two species in the family 
Cyprinidae

 : the small 
red-tailed black shark

 (
Labeo bicolor

 ), and the larger 
black shark

 (
Morulius chrysophekadion

 ).]




3.
 
a light grayish-brown European moth, the male of which has pale silvery hind wings.

[Genus 
Cucullia

 , family 
Noctuidae

 : several species, including 
C. umbratica

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






shark2


 
/SHärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who unscrupulously exploits or swindles others




•
 
Coleby was a shark, not the sort of man to pay more when he could pay less




•
 
property sharks want to develop 200 acres around the site.







See also loan shark
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 an expert in a specified field




•
 
a pool shark.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from German 
Schurke

 ‘worthless rogue,’ influenced by shark
 1
 .





sharkskin

 
/ˈSHärkˌskin/






noun



1.
 
the rough scaly skin of a shark, sometimes used as shagreen.




2.
 
a stiff, slightly lustrous synthetic fabric.














sharksucker

 
/ˈSHärksəkər/






noun




a remora, especially 
Echeneis naucrates

 , the most abundant remora of warm waters.














Sharon

 
/ˈSHerən/






a fertile coastal plain in Israel that lies between the Mediterranean Sea and the hills of Samaria.









Sharon, Ariel

 
/SHəˈrōn/






(1928–2014), Israeli general and Likud statesman, prime minister 2001–06.









sharon fruit

 
/ˈSHerən ˌfro͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a persimmon, especially one of an early fruiting orange variety grown in Israel.











– origin

 from Sharon
 .





sharp

 
/SHärp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an object) having an edge or point that is able to cut or pierce something




•
 
cut the cake with a very sharp knife




•
 
keep tools sharp.










2.
 
producing a sudden, piercing physical sensation or effect




•
 
I suddenly felt a sharp pain in my back.










3.
 
(of a food, taste, or smell) acidic and intense




•
 
sharp goats' milk cheese.










4.
 
(of a sound) sudden and penetrating




•
 
there was a sharp crack of thunder.










5.
 
(of words or a speaker) intended or intending to criticize or hurt




•
 
she feared his sharp tongue.










6.
 
(of an emotion or experience) felt acutely or intensely; painful




•
 
her sharp disappointment was tinged with embarrassment.










7.
 
tapering to a point or edge




•
 
a sharp pencil




•
 
her face was thin and her nose sharp.










8.
 
distinct in outline or detail; clearly defined




•
 
the job was a sharp contrast from her past life




•
 
the scene was as sharp and clear in his mind as a film.










9.
 


‹informal›

 (of clothes or their wearer) neat and stylish




•
 
they were greeted by a young man in a sharp suit.










10.
 
(of an action or change) sudden and marked




•
 
there was a sharp increase in interest rates




•
 
he heard her sharp intake of breath.










11.
 
(of a bend, angle, or turn) making a sudden change of direction




•
 
a sharp turn in the river.










12.
 
having or showing speed of perception, comprehension, or response




•
 
her sharp eyes missed nothing




•
 
his old mind was not so sharp as it once was




•
 
he had a sharp sense of humor.










13.
 
quick to take advantage, especially in an unscrupulous or dishonest way




•
 
Paul's a sharp operator.










14.
 
(of musical sound) above true or normal pitch.




15.
 
[
postpositive

 , in 
combination

 ]
 — (of a note) a semitone higher than a specified note




•
 
the song sits on E and F-sharp




•
 
the quartet in C-sharp minor.










16.
 
(of a key) having a sharp or sharps in the key signature




•
 
recorder players are most comfortable in sharp keys.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
precisely (used after an expression of time)




•
 
the meeting starts at 7:30 sharp.










2.
 
in a sudden or abrupt way




•
 
the creek bent sharp left




•
 
he was brought up sharp by Helen's voice.










3.
 
above the true or normal pitch of musical sound




•
 
he heard him playing a little sharp on the high notes.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical note raised a semitone above natural pitch.




2.
 
the sign ♯, indicating a sharp.




3.
 
a long, sharply pointed needle used for general sewing.




4.
 
(usu. 
sharps

 )
 — a thing with a sharp edge or point, such as a hypodermic needle, a blade, or a fragment of glass




•
 
the safe disposal of sharps and clinical waste.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a swindler or cheat.

See also card sharp
 .








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
sharped

 )
 — 

[Music]

 
(US)

 raise the pitch of (a note).




2.
 


‹archaic›

 cheat or swindle (someone), especially at cards




•
 
the fellow is drunk, let's sharp him.







[late 17th cent.: from sharper
 ; compare with shark
 2
 .]








V.
 
phrases




1.
 
sharp as a tack








(N. Amer.)

 extremely clever or astute.









2.
 
not the sharpest knife in the drawer

 
not the sharpest tool in the shed








‹informal›

 lacking intelligence; stupid




•
 
she's not the sharpest knife in the drawer, but she isn't dishonest.





















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)arp

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
scherp

 and German 
scharf

 .





Shar-Pei

 
/SHärˈpā /

 
shar-pei





I.
 
noun




a compact, squarely built dog of a breed of Chinese origin, with a characteristic wrinkly skin and short bristly coat of a beige, cream, black, or red color.











– origin

 1970s: from Chinese 
shā pí

 , literally ‘sand skin.’





sharpen

 
/ˈSHärpən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become sharp


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she sharpened her pencil




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her tone sharpened to exasperation.










2.
 
improve or cause to improve


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they must 
sharpen up

 or risk losing half their business




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
students will 
sharpen up

 their reading skills.














II.
 
derivatives





sharpener

 
/ˈSHärp(ə)nər /






noun






















sharper

 
/ˈSHärpər/






noun






‹informal›

 a swindler, especially at cards.













Sharpe ratio

 
/ˈSHärp ˌrāSHēō/






noun






[Finance]

 a measure that indicates the average return minus the risk-free return divided by the standard deviation of return on an investment.













Sharpeville massacre

 
/ˈSHärpvəl, -ˌvil/






the killing of sixty-seven anti-apartheid demonstrators by security forces at Sharpeville, a black township south of Johannesburg, on March 21, 1960. Following the massacre, the South African government banned the African National Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress.









sharp-eyed






adjective




quick to notice things; observant




•
 
sharp-eyed readers may have already spotted this.



















sharp-featured

 
/ˌSHärpˈfēCHərd/






adjective




(of a person) having well-defined facial features.













sharpie

 
/ˈSHärpē/






noun



1.
 
a sharp-prowed, flat-bottomed New England sailboat, with one or two masts each rigged with a triangular sail.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dishonest and cunning person, especially a cheat.













sharply

 
/ˈSHärplē/






adverb



1.
 
with a sharp or steeply tapering edge or point




•
 
a sharply pointed tail




•
 
sharply toothed jaws




•
 
sharply angular buildings.










2.
 
with a sudden, piercing physical sensation or effect; intensely




•
 
my mouth stings sharply




•
 
champagne can be sharply acidic.










3.
 
in a critical or hurtful manner; strongly or harshly




•
 
the plans have been sharply criticized




•
 
he made enemies by his sharply worded attacks on opponents.










4.
 
in a way that is distinct in outline or detail; clearly




•
 
the waitress had a sharply defined jaw




•
 
sharply delineated images.










5.
 
with a sudden and marked change; dramatically




•
 
housing values have risen sharply




•
 
a sharply deteriorating economy.










6.
 
with a sudden change of direction




•
 
his car swerved sharply to the left




•
 
each roof has ends that curve sharply upward.










7.
 
with speed of perception, comprehension, or response




•
 
a sharply observed account




•
 
he had to react sharply to repel a shot at his near post.



















sharpness

 
/ˈSHärpnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being sharp




•
 
the sweet flavor contrasts with the sharpness of the lemon




•
 
his health and mental sharpness declined.



















sharp practice

 
/SHärp ˈpraktəs/






noun






‹dated›

 dishonest or barely honest dealings.













sharp-set

 
/ˌSHärpˈset/






adjective






‹dated›

 very hungry.













sharpshooter

 
/ˈSHärpˌSHo͞odər/





I.
 
noun




a person who is very skilled in shooting.








II.
 
derivatives





sharpshooting

 
/-ˌSHo͞otiNG /






noun, adjective





















sharp-tasting






adjective




having an acidic taste; tart




•
 
a sharp-tasting aromatic root.



















sharp-tongued

 
/ˌSHärpˈtəNGd/






adjective




(of a person) given to using cutting, harsh, or critical language.













sharp-witted

 
/ˌSHärpˈwidəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) quick to notice and understand things.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sharp-wittedly

 
/ˌSHärpˈwidədlē /






adverb













2.
 
sharp-wittedness

 
/ˌSHärpˈwidədnəs /






noun





















shashlik

 
/ˈSHäSHˌlik, SHäSHˈlik/





I.
 
noun




(in Asia and eastern Europe) a mutton kebab.











– origin

 from Russian 
shashlyk

 , based on Turkish 
şiş

 ‘spit, skewer’; compare with shish kebab
 .





Shasta, Mount

 
/ˈSHastə/






a peak in northern California, the highest point (14,162 feet; 4,317 m) in the Cascade Range within the state. Shasta Lake lies on its south.









Shasta daisy

 
/ˈSHästə ˌdāzē/





I.
 
noun




a tall, widely cultivated plant of the daisy family that bears large white daisylike flowers.

[
Chrysanthemum superbum

 or its hybrids, family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Mount 
Shasta

 in California.





shastra

 
/ˈSHästrə /

 
sastra





I.
 
noun




(in Hinduism and some forms of Buddhism) a work of scripture.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śāstra

 .





shat

 
/SHat/






past and past participle of shit
 .









Shatt al-Arab

 
/ˌSHat al ˈarəb, SHät äl ˈärəb/





I.
 
a river in southwestern Asia that is formed by the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and flows 120 miles (195 km) through southeastern Iraq to the Persian Gulf. Its lower course forms the border between Iraq and Iran.







– origin

 from Arabic, literally ‘Arab shore.’






shatter

 
/ˈSHadər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
break or cause to break suddenly and violently into pieces


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
bullets riddled the bar top, glasses shattered, bottles exploded




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the window was shattered by a stone.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — damage or destroy (something abstract)




•
 
the crisis will shatter their confidence.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — upset (someone) greatly




•
 
everyone was shattered by the news.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shatterer






noun













2.
 
shatterproof

 
/ˈSHadərˌpro͞of /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘scatter, disperse’): perhaps imitative; compare with scatter
 .





shatter cone






noun






[Geology]

 a fluted conical structure produced in rock by intense mechanical shock, such as that associated with meteoritic impact.













shattered

 
/ˈSHadərd/






adjective



1.
 
broken into many pieces




•
 
a snaky line of shattered glass.










2.
 
(of something abstract) damaged or destroyed




•
 
a pale illusion of their shattered dreams.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 exhausted




•
 
I usually feel too shattered to do more than crawl into bed.



















shattering

 
/ˈSHadəriNG/





I.
 
adjective




very shocking or upsetting




•
 
he found it a shattering experience.














II.
 
derivatives





shatteringly






adverb





















shauri

 
/ˈSHourē/





I.
 
noun




(in East Africa) a debate, argument, or problematic issue.











– origin

 Kiswahili.





shave

 
/SHāv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cut the hair off one's face with a razor




•
 
he washed, shaved, and had breakfast.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut the hair off (a part of the body) with a razor




•
 
she shaved her legs.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut the hair off the face or another part of the body of (someone) with a razor




•
 
his wife washed and shaved him.










4.
 
cut (hair) off with a razor




•
 
professional male swimmers 
shave off

 their body hair.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut (a thin slice or slices) from the surface of something




•
 
scrape a large, sharp knife across the surface, 
shaving off

 rolls of very fine chocolate.










6.
 
reduce by a small amount




•
 
they shaved profit margins.










7.
 
remove (a small amount) from something




•
 
she 
shaved

 0.5 seconds 
off

 the record.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass or send something close to (something else), missing it narrowly




•
 
Scott shaved the post in the 29th minute.














II.
 
noun




an act of shaving hair from the face or a part of the body




•
 
he always needed a shave.

















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)afan

 ‘scrape away the surface of (something) by paring,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schaven

 and German 
schaben

 .





shaved ice






noun






(US)

 a dessert consisting of very thin shavings of ice, or crushed ice, flavored with syrup or other sweet ingredients




•
 
a cone of shaved ice




•
 
my husband and I shared a shaved ice.



















shave ice






noun






(US)

 (in Hawaii) a dessert consisting of very thin shavings of ice flavored with syrup or other sweet ingredients




•
 
this place has the best shave ice on the island




•
 
a shave ice with melon, cherry, and passion fruit syrup.



















shaveling

 
/ˈSHāvliNG/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹derogatory›

 a man of the church with a tonsured head.













shaven

 
/ˈSHāvən/






adjective




shaved




•
 
a boy with a shaven head.



















shaven-headed






noun






(Brit.)

 having the hair of one's scalp completely shaved off




•
 
shaven-headed monks.



















shaver

 
/ˈSHāvər/






noun



1.
 
an electric razor.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a young lad




•
 
little shavers and their older brothers.



















shavetail

 
/ˈSHāvˌtāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹military slang›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a newly commissioned officer, especially a second lieutenant.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹military slang›

 
‹often derogatory›

 
‹informal›

 an inexperienced person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the shavetail Assistant District Attorney.

















– origin

 figuratively, from the early sense ‘untrained pack animal’ (identified by a shaved tail).





Shavian

 
/ˈSHāvēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or in the manner of G. B. Shaw, his writings, or ideas.








II.
 
noun




an admirer of Shaw or his work.











– origin

 from 
Shavius

 (Latinized form of 
Shaw

 ) + -an
 .





shaving

 
/ˈSHāviNG/






noun



1.
 
a thin strip cut off a surface




•
 
she brushed wood shavings from her knees.










2.
 
the action of shaving.














Shavuoth

 
/ˌSHävo͞oˈōt, SHəˈvo͞oəs /

 
Shavuot





I.
 
noun




a major Jewish festival held on the 6th (and usually the 7th) of Sivan, fifty days after the second day of Passover. It was originally a harvest festival, but now also commemorates the giving of the Law (the Torah).

Also called Pentecost
 , Feast of Weeks
 .











– origin

 from Hebrew 
šāḇūʿōṯ

 ‘weeks,’ with reference to the weeks between Passover and Pentecost.






shaw

 
/SHô/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a small group of trees; a thicket.











– origin

 Old English 
sceaga

 , of Germanic origin; related to shag
 1
 .





Shaw, George Bernard

 
/SHô/






(1856–1950), Irish playwright and writer. His best-known plays combine comedy with a questioning of conventional morality and thought; they include 
Candida

 (1897), 
Man and Superman

 (1903), 
Major Barbara

 (1905), 
Pygmalion

 (1913), and 
St. Joan

 (1923). Nobel Prize for Literature (1925).









Shaw, Irwin






(1913–84), US writer. He wrote the novels 
The Young Lions

 (1948), 
Rich Man, Poor Man

 (1970), and 
Acceptable Losses

 (1982).









shawarma

 
/SHəˈwärmə/






noun




roasted meat, especially when cooked on a revolving spit and shaved for serving in sandwiches.













shawl

 
/SHôl/





I.
 
noun




a piece of fabric worn by women over the shoulders or head or wrapped around a baby.








II.
 
derivatives





shawled






adjective



















– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
šāl

 , probably from 
Shāliāt

 , the name of a town in India.





shawl collar

 
/SHôl ˈkälər/






noun




a rounded turned-down collar, without lapel notches, that extends down the front of a garment.













shawm

 
/SHôm/





I.
 
noun




a medieval and Renaissance wind instrument, forerunner of the oboe, with a double reed enclosed in a wooden mouthpiece, and having a penetrating tone.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
chalemel

 , via Latin from Greek 
kalamos

 ‘reed.’





Shawnee1


 
/SHôˈnē/





I.
 
a city in northeastern Kansas, southwest of Kansas City; pop. 60,954 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in central Oklahoma; pop. 30,562 (est. 2008).









Shawnee2


 
/SHôˈnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living formerly in the eastern US and now chiefly in Oklahoma.




2.
 
the Algonquian language of the Shawnee.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shawnee or their language.











– origin

 Delaware 
s̆ā́wanōw

 (singular), from the Shawnee self-designation 
s̆ā́wanōki

 (plural), literally ‘southern people.’





shay

 
/SHā/





I.
 
noun




informal term for chaise
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: back-formation from chaise
 , interpreted as plural.





shazam

 
/SHəˈzam/





I.
 
exclamation




used to introduce an extraordinary deed, story, or transformation




•
 
She prayed for his arrival and shazam! There he was.

















– origin

 1940s: an invented word, used by conjurors.





Shcherbakov

 
/ˈSHerbəˌkôf, -ˌkäf, ˌSHCHi(ə)rbəˈkôf/






former name (1946–57) of Rybinsk
 .









shchi

 
/ˈSHCHē/





I.
 
noun




a type of Russian cabbage soup.











– origin

 Russian.






she

 
/SHē/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
used to refer to a woman, girl, or female animal previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
my sister told me that she was not happy.










2.
 
used to refer to a ship, vehicle, country, or other inanimate thing regarded as female




•
 
I was aboard the St. Roch shortly before she sailed for the Northwest Passage.










3.
 
used to refer to a person or animal of unspecified sex




•
 
only include your child if you know she won't distract you.










4.
 
any female person




•
 
she who rocks the cradle rules the world.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a female; a woman




•
 
is that a he or a she?










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — female




•
 
a she-bear




•
 
a she-wolf.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably a phonetic development of the Old English feminine personal pronoun 
hēo

 , 
hīe

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 For a discussion of whether to say I am older than 
she

 or I am older than 
her

 , see usage at personal pronoun
 and than
 . 
2

 The use of the pronoun 
he

 to refer to a person of unspecified sex, once quite acceptable, has become problematic in recent years and is now usually regarded as old-fashioned or sexist. One of the responses to this has been to use 
she

 in the way that 
he

 has been used, as in only include your 
child

 if you know 
she

 won't distract you. In some types of writing, such as books on child care or child psychology, use of 
she

 has become quite common. In most contexts, however, it is likely to be distracting in the same way that 
he

 now is, and alternatives such as 
he or she

 or 
they

 are preferable. In some contexts where alternation would not distract, writers seeking ‘balanced representation’ vary the gender of the personal pronoun by using 
she

 or 
her

 in one paragraph, and 
he

 or 
him

 in the next, and so on. This method should be used with restraint, however, as it may confuse or annoy the reader. See also usage at he
 and they
 .





s/he

 
/ˈSHē ər ˈhē, ˈSHēˈhē/






pronoun




a written representation of “he or she” used as a neutral alternative to indicate someone of either sex.













shea

 
/SHē SHā /

 
shea tree





I.
 
noun




a small tropical African tree that bears oily nuts from which shea butter is obtained.

[
Vitellaria paradoxa

 (or 
Butyrospermum parkii

 ), family 
Sapotaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Mande 
sye

 .





shea butter

 
/ˈSHē bədər/






noun




a fatty substance obtained from the nuts of the shea tree, used chiefly in cosmetic skin preparations.













sheading

 
/ˈSHēdiNG/





I.
 
noun




each of the six administrative divisions of the Isle of Man.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of 
shedding

 (see shed
 2
 ).






sheaf

 
/SHēf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bundle of grain stalks laid lengthwise and tied together after reaping.




2.
 
a bundle of objects of one kind, especially papers




•
 
he waved 
a sheaf of

 papers in the air.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bundle into sheaves.











– origin

 Old English 
scēaf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schoof

 ‘sheaf’ and German 
Schaub

 ‘wisp of straw,’ also to the verb shove
 .






shear

 
/SHir/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(
past participle

 shorn or sheared) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut the wool off (a sheep or other animal).




2.
 
cut off (something such as hair, wool, or grass), with scissors or shears




•
 
I'll 
shear off

 all that fleece.










3.
 
(
be shorn of

 )
 — have something cut off




•
 
they were shorn of their hair




•
 


‹figurative›

 the richest man in the U.S. was shorn of nearly $2 billion.










4.
 
(
past participle

 sheared)
 — break off or cause to break off, owing to a structural strain


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the derailleur sheared and jammed in the rear wheel




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the left wing had been almost completely 
sheared off

 .














II.
 
noun




a strain in the structure of a substance produced by pressure, when its layers are laterally shifted in relation to each other.

See also wind shear
 .








III.
 
derivatives





shearer

 
/ˈSHirər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sceran

 (originally in the sense ‘cut through with a weapon’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
scheren

 , from a base meaning ‘divide, shear, shave.’ / 
usage:

 The two verbs 
shear

 and 
sheer

 are sometimes confused: see usage at sheer
 2
 .





Shearer, Moira

 
/ˈSHi(ə)rər/






(1926–2006), Scottish ballet dancer and actress; full name 
Moira Shearer King

 . A ballerina with Sadler's Wells from 1942, she is noted for her portrayal of a dedicated ballerina in the movie 
The Red Shoes

 (1948).









Shearer, Norma






(1902–83), US actress; born in Canada; full name 
Edith Norma Shearer

 . She made a successful transition from silent to talking movies, appearing in such movies as 
A Lady of Chance

 (1928), 
The Divorcee

 (1930), and 
Her Cardboard Lover

 (1942).









shearling

 
/ˈSHirliNG/






noun



1.
 
a sheep that has been shorn once


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a group of shearling rams.










2.
 
wool or fleece from a shearling sheep.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a coat made from or lined with shearling wool.













shears

 
/SHirz /

 
a pair of shears





I.
 
plural noun




a cutting instrument in which two blades move past each other, like scissors but typically larger




•
 
garden shears.

















– origin

 Old English 
scēara

 (plural) ‘scissors, cutting instrument,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schaar

 and German 
Schere

 , also to shear
 .





shearwater

 
/ˈSHirˌwôdər ˈSHirˌwädər/






noun



1.
 
a long-winged seabird related to the petrels, often flying low over the surface of the water far from land.

[Family 
Procellariidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Puffinus

 , and many species.]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 North American term for skimmer
 (
sense

 2).













sheatfish

 
/ˈSHētˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a very large freshwater catfish that occurs from central Europe to central Asia.

[
Silurus glanis

 , family 
Siluridae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from an alteration of sheath
 + fish
 1
 .






sheath

 
/SHēTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a close-fitting cover for something, especially something that is elongated in shape, in particular




2.
 
a cover for the blade of a knife or sword.




3.
 
a structure in living tissue that closely envelops another




•
 
the fatty sheath around nerve fibers.










4.
 
(also 
sheath dress

 )
 — a woman's close-fitting dress




•
 
a tight sheath of black and gold lurex.










5.
 
a protective covering around an electric cable.




6.
 
a condom.








II.
 
derivatives





sheathless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scǣth

 , 
scēath

 ‘scabbard,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schede

 , German 
Scheide

 , also to the verb shed
 2
 .





sheathbill

 
/ˈSHēTHˌbil/






noun




a mainly white pigeonlike bird with a horny sheath around the base of the bill, breeding on the coasts of sub-Antarctic islands and feeding by scavenging.

[Family 
Chionididae

 and genus 
Chionis

 : two species.]













sheathe

 
/SHēT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a weapon such as a knife or sword) into a sheath.




2.
 
(often 
be sheathed in

 )
 — encase (something) in a close-fitting or protective covering




•
 
her legs were sheathed in black stockings.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from sheath
 .





sheathing

 
/ˈSHēT͟HiNG/






noun




protective casing or covering.













sheath knife

 
/SHēTH nīf/






noun




a short knife similar to a dagger, carried in a sheath.














sheave

 
/SHēv/





I.
 
noun




a wheel with a groove for a rope to run on, as in a pulley block.











– origin

 Middle English: from a Germanic base meaning ‘wheel, pulley.’





sheaves

 
/SHēvz/






plural form of sheaf
 .









Sheba

 
/ˈSHēbə/





I.
 
the biblical name of Saba in southwestern Arabia. The queen of Sheba visited King Solomon in Jerusalem (1 Kings 10).







– origin

 from Hebrew 
šĕḇā'

 .





shebang

 
/SHəˈbaNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a matter, operation, or set of circumstances




•
 
the Mafia boss who's running 
the whole shebang

 .










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 a rough hut or shelter.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





shebeen

 
/SHəˈbēn/





I.
 
noun




(especially in Ireland, Scotland, and South Africa) an unlicensed establishment or private house selling alcoholic liquor and typically regarded as slightly disreputable.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Anglo-Irish 
síbín

 , from 
séibe

 ‘mugful.’





Sheboygan

 
/SHiˈboiɡən/






an industrial city in eastern Wisconsin, a port on Lake Michigan; pop. 47,895 (est. 2008).









shed1


 
/SHed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple roofed structure, typically made of wood or metal, used as a storage space, a shelter for animals, or a workshop.




2.
 
a larger structure, typically with one or more sides open, for storing or maintaining vehicles or other machinery




•
 
a shed is required for the three shunt engines.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be shedded

 )


1.
 
park (a vehicle) in a depot.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: apparently a variant of the noun shade
 .






shed2


 
/SHed/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a tree or other plant) allow (leaves or fruit) to fall to the ground




•
 
both varieties shed leaves in winter.










2.
 
(of a reptile, insect, etc.) allow (its skin or shell) to come off, to be replaced by another one that has grown underneath.




3.
 
(of a mammal) lose (hair) as a result of molting, disease, or age.




4.
 
take off (clothes).




5.
 
discard (something undesirable, superfluous, or outdated)




•
 
what they lacked was a willingness to shed the arrogance of the past.










6.
 
have the property of preventing (something) from being absorbed




•
 
this leather has a superior ability to shed water, sweat, and salt.










7.
 
eliminate part of (an electrical power load) by disconnecting circuits.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
shed (someone's) blood






be injured or killed (or kill or injure someone).









2.
 
shed light on






see light
 1
 .









3.
 
shed tears






weep; cry.















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)ādan

 ‘separate out (one selected group), divide,’ also ‘scatter,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
scheiden

 . Compare with sheath
 .





she'd

 
/SHēd/






contraction




she had; she would.













shedder

 
/ˈSHedər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that sheds something.




2.
 
a female salmon after spawning.













she-devil

 
/ˈSHē ˌdevəl/






noun




a malicious or spiteful woman.













shedload

 
/ˈSHedˌlōd/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a large amount or number




•
 
had she decided to join a rival, she would doubtless be earning a shedload of money.

















– origin

 1990s: from 
shed

 + 
load

 ; perhaps euphemistic after 
shitload

 .





Sheela-na-gig

 
/ˈSHēlənəˌɡiɡ/





I.
 
noun




a medieval stone figure of a naked female with the legs wide apart and the hands emphasizing the genitals, found in Britain and Ireland.











– origin

 from Irish 
Sile na gcíoch

 ‘Julia of the breasts.’





sheen

 
/SHēn/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a soft luster on a surface




•
 
black crushed velvet with a slight sheen




•
 


‹figurative›

 he seemed to shine with that unmistakable showbiz sheen.














II.
 
verb






‹literary›

 shine or cause to shine softly


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
men entered with rain sheening their steel helms




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her black hair sheened in the sun.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from obsolete 
sheen

 ‘beautiful, resplendent’; apparently related to the verb shine
 .





sheeny1


 
/ˈSHēnē/






adjective




having a sheen; lustrous or shining




•
 
a woman with sheeny hair.



















sheeny2


 
/ˈSHēnē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a contemptuous term for a Jewish person.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: origin unknown.






sheep

 
/SHēp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domesticated ruminant animal with a thick woolly coat and (typically only in the male) curving horns. It is kept in flocks for its wool or meat, and is proverbial for its tendency to follow others in the flock.

[
Ovis aries

 , family 
Bovidae

 , descended from the wild mouflon.]




2.
 
a wild mammal related to this, such as the argali, bighorn, and urial.




3.
 
a person who is too easily influenced or led




•
 
the party members had become sheep, and she refused to be taken in.










4.
 
a person regarded as a protected follower of God.

[with biblical allusion to Luke 15:6.]




5.
 


‹informal›

 a member of a minister's congregation.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
count sheep






count imaginary sheep jumping over a fence one by one in an attempt to put oneself to sleep.









2.
 
make sheep's eyes at






look at (someone) in a foolishly amorous way.












III.
 
derivatives





sheeplike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scēp

 , 
scǣp

 , 
scēap

 ; related to Dutch 
schaap

 and German 
Schaf

 .






sheep dip

 
/SHēp dip/






noun



1.
 
a liquid preparation for cleansing sheep of parasites or preserving their wool.




2.
 
a place where sheep are dipped in a liquid preparation.













sheepdog

 
/ˈSHēpˌdôɡ/






noun



1.
 
a dog trained to guard and herd sheep.




2.
 
a dog of a breed suitable for this.













sheepdog trials

 
/ˈSHēpˌdôɡ ˈtrī(ə)lz/






plural noun




a public competitive display of the skills of sheepdogs.













sheepfold

 
/ˈSHēpˌfōld/






noun




a sheep pen.













sheepish

 
/ˈSHēpiSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or expression) showing embarrassment from shame or a lack of self-confidence




•
 
a sheepish grin.














II.
 
derivatives





sheepishness

 
/ˈSHēpiSHnəs /






noun





















sheepishly

 
/ˈSHēpiSHlē/






adverb




in an embarrassed manner due to shame or a lack of self-confidence




•
 
I smiled sheepishly, my face instantly flushing




•
 
I had to sheepishly admit my error.



















sheep laurel






noun




a North American kalmia that is sometimes cultivated as an ornamental.

[
Kalmia angustifolia

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]













sheeple

 
/SHēpəl/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 people compared to sheep in being docile, foolish, or easily led




•
 
by the time the sheeple wake up and try to change things, it will be too late.

















– origin

 1940s: blend of sheep
 and people
 .





sheepman

 
/ˈSHēpmən/






noun




a sheep rancher.













sheep run

 
sheep station






noun




(especially in Australia) an extensive tract of land on which sheep are pastured.













sheep scab






noun




an intensely itching skin disease of sheep caused by a parasitic mite.

[The mite is 
Psoroptes communis

 , family 
Psoroptidae

 .]













sheepshank

 
/ˈSHēpˌSHaNGk/






noun




a kind of knot used to shorten a rope temporarily.













sheepshead

 
/ˈSHēpsˌhed/






noun




any of a number of boldly marked edible game fishes that live in warm American waters.

[● a black and silver striped porgy of Atlantic coastal and brackish waters (
Archosargus probatocephalus

 , family 
Sparidae

 ). ● a black and red wrasse of Californian coastal waters (
Semicossyphus pulcher

 , family 
Labridae

 ).]













sheepskin

 
/ˈSHēpˌskin/






noun



1.
 
a sheep's skin with the wool on, especially when made into a garment or rug


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sheepskin coat.










2.
 
leather from a sheep's skin used in bookbinding.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a diploma.













sheep sorrel






noun




a sorrel that is common on acid soils in north temperate regions.

[
Rumex acetosella

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 .]













sheep tick






noun




a large tick that infests many mammals, including humans, and frequently transmits diseases.

[
Ixodes ricinus

 , family 
Ixodidae

 .]













sheep walk






noun






(Brit.)

 a tract of land on which sheep are pastured.













sheer1


 
/SHir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — nothing other than; unmitigated (used for emphasis)




•
 
she giggled with sheer delight




•
 
marriage is sheer hard work.










2.
 
(especially of a cliff or wall) perpendicular or nearly so




•
 
the sheer ice walls.










3.
 
(of a fabric) very thin; diaphanous




•
 
sheer white silk chiffon.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
perpendicularly




•
 
the ridge fell sheer, in steep crags.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 completely; right




•
 
she went sheer forward when the door was open.














III.
 
noun




a very fine or diaphanous fabric or article.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sheerly






adverb













2.
 
sheerness

 
/ˈSHirnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘exempt, cleared’): probably an alteration of dialect 
shire

 ‘pure, clear,’ from the Germanic base of the verb shine
 . In the mid 16th cent. the word was used to describe clear, pure water, and also 
sense

 3 
of the

 adjective.





sheer2


 
/SHir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(typically of a boat or ship) swerve or change course quickly




•
 
the boat sheered off to beach further up the coast.










2.
 
avoid or move away from an unpleasant topic




•
 
her mind 
sheered away

 from images she didn't want to dwell on.














II.
 
noun




a sudden deviation from a course, especially by a boat.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from Middle Low German 
scheren

 ‘to shear.’ / 
usage:

 The two verbs 
sheer

 and 
shear

 have a similar origin but do not have identical meanings. 
Sheer

 , the less common verb, means ‘swerve or change course quickly’: the boat 
sheers off

 the bank. 
Shear

 , on the other hand, usually means ‘cut the wool off (a sheep)’ and can also mean ‘break off (usually as a result of structural strain)’: the pins broke and the wing part 
sheared off

 .





sheer3


 
/SHir/





I.
 
noun




the upward slope of a ship's lines toward the bow and stern.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from the noun shear
 .





sheerlegs

 
/ˈSHirˌleɡz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a hoisting apparatus made from poles joined at or near the top and separated at the bottom, used for masting ships, installing engines, and lifting other heavy objects.













sheesh

 
/SHēSH/






exclamation




used to express disbelief or exasperation




•
 
sheesh! what fun is it to mock people when they don't even get it?




















sheet1


 
/SHēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large rectangular piece of cotton or other fabric, used on a bed to cover the mattress and as a layer beneath blankets when these are used.




2.
 
used in comparisons to describe the pallor of a person who is ill or has had a shock




•
 
Are you OK? You're 
as white as a sheet

 .










3.
 
a broad flat piece of material such as metal or glass




•
 
the small pipe has been formed from a flat sheet of bronze.










4.
 
a rectangular piece of paper, especially one of a standard size produced commercially and used for writing and printing on




•
 


a sheet of

 unmarked paper.










5.
 
a quantity of text or other information contained on a sheet of paper




•
 
he produced yet another 
sheet of

 figures.










6.
 
a flat piece of paper as opposed to a reel of continuous paper, the bound pages of a book, or a folded map.




7.
 
all the postage stamps printed on one piece of paper




•
 
a sheet of stamps.










8.
 
a map, especially one part of a series covering a larger area.




9.
 
an extensive unbroken surface area of something




•
 


a sheet of

 ice.










10.
 
a broad moving mass of flames or water




•
 
the rain was still falling in sheets.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover with or wrap in a sheet or sheets




•
 
we sheeted a narrow bed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of rain) fall in large quantities




•
 
rain sheeted down.

















– origin

 Old English 
scēte

 , 
scīete

 , of Germanic origin; related to the verb shoot
 in its primary sense ‘to project.’






sheet2


 
/SHēt /

 

‹Nautical›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rope attached to the lower corner of a sail for securing or extending the sail or for altering its direction.




2.
 
(
sheets

 )
 — the space at the bow or stern of an open boat.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
sheet something in/out

 )


1.
 
make a sail more or less taut.




2.
 
(
sheet something home

 )
 — extend a sail by tightening the sheets so that the sail is set as flat as possible.








III.
 
phrases





two (or three) sheets to the wind








‹informal›

 drunk.















– origin

 Old English 
scēata

 ‘lower corner of a sail,’ of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
skauti

 ‘kerchief’ (see also sheet
 1
 ).





sheet anchor

 
/SHēt ˈaNGkər/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that is very dependable and relied upon in the last resort.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting an additional anchor for use in emergencies): perhaps related to obsolete 
shot

 , denoting two cables spliced together, later influenced by sheet
 2
 .





sheet bend






noun




a knot used for temporarily fastening one rope through the loop of another.













sheeted

 
/ˈSHēdəd/






adjective



1.
 
covered with or enveloped in a sheet of cloth




•
 
the sheeted body.










2.
 


[Geology]

 (of rock) fissured or divided into layers, especially by faulting.













sheeting

 
/ˈSHēdiNG/






noun




material formed into or used as a sheet




•
 
a window covered with plastic sheeting.



















sheetlet

 
/ˈSHētlit/






noun




a small unseparated sheet of postage stamps.













sheet lightning

 
/SHēt ˈlītniNG/






noun




lightning with its brightness diffused by reflection within clouds.













sheet metal

 
/SHēt ˈmedl/






noun




metal formed into thin sheets, typically by rolling or hammering.













sheet music

 
/SHēt ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun



1.
 
printed music, as opposed to performed or recorded music.




2.
 
music published in single or interleaved sheets, not bound.













sheet pile





I.
 
noun




a pile that is pressed or molded from sheet metal or vinyl so as to interlock with other such piles to form a retaining wall or other piling installation.








II.
 
derivatives





sheet-piling






noun





















Sheetrock

 
/ˈSHētˌräk/






noun






‹trademark›

 
(chiefly US)

 a plasterboard made of gypsum layered between sheets of heavy paper.













Sheffield

 
/ˈSHefēld/






an industrial city in northern England; pop. 417,700 (est. 2009). It is noted for the manufacture of cutlery and silverware and for the production of steel.









Sheffield plate






noun




copper plated with silver by rolling and edging with silver film and ribbon, especially as produced in Sheffield, England, between 1760 and 1840.













sheikh

 
/SHēk SHāk /

 
sheik
 , shaikh
 , shaykh





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Arab leader, in particular the chief or head of an Arab tribe, family, or village.




2.
 
a leader in a Muslim community or organization.








II.
 
derivatives





sheikhdom

 
/ˈSHēkdəm ˈSHākdəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: based on Arabic 
šayḵ

 ‘old man, sheikh,’ from 
šāḵa

 ‘be or grow old.’





sheitel

 
/ˈSHātl, ˈSHītl/





I.
 
noun




(among Orthodox Ashkenazic Jews) a wig worn by a married woman.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
sheytl

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘crown of the head.’





shekel

 
/ˈSHek(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of modern Israel, equal to 100 agorot.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a silver coin and unit of weight used in ancient Israel and the Middle East.




3.
 
(
shekels

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 money; wealth.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
šeqel

 , from 
šāqal

 ‘weigh.’





Shekinah

 
/SHəKHēˈnä, -ˈKHēnə, SHiˈkēnə, -ˈkī- /

 
Shekhinah





I.
 
noun




(in Jewish and Christian theology) the glory of the divine presence, conventionally represented as light or interpreted symbolically (in Kabbalism as a divine feminine aspect).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Hebrew, from 
šākan

 ‘dwell, rest.’





shelduck

 
/ˈSHelˌdək /

 
sheldrake





I.
 
noun




a large gooselike Old World duck with brightly colored plumage, typically showing black and white wings in flight.

[Genus 
Tadorna

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several species, in particular 
T. tadorna

 of Eurasian coasts, with white, greenish-black, and chestnut plumage.]











– origin

 Middle English (as 
sheldrake

 ): probably from dialect 
sheld

 ‘pied’ (related to Middle Dutch 
schillede

 ‘variegated’) + duck
 1
 . The form 
shelduck

 dates from the early 18th century.






shelf

 
/SHelf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat length of wood or rigid material, attached to a wall or forming part of a piece of furniture, that provides a surface for the storage or display of objects.




2.
 
a ledge of rock or protruding strip of land.




3.
 
a submarine bank, or a part of the continental shelf.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
off the shelf






not designed or made to order but taken from existing stock or supplies




•
 
off-the-shelf software packages.















2.
 
on the shelf






(of people or things) no longer useful or desirable




•
 
an injury that has kept him on the shelf.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shelfful

 
/ˈSHelffo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
shelflike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
schelf

 ; related to Old English 
scylfe

 ‘partition,’ 
scylf

 ‘crag.’





shelf life

 
/SHelf līf/






noun




the length of time for which an item remains usable, fit for consumption, or saleable.













shelf mark

 
/SHelf märk/






noun




a notation on a book showing its place in a library.













shelf space






noun




the amount of available space on a shelf.













shelf-stable






adjective




able to survive long periods on store or home shelves without spoiling




•
 
a growing number of dairy-based beverages are shelf-stable and can be stored in the pantry rather than the refrigerator.




















shell

 
/SHel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hard protective outer case of a mollusk or crustacean




•
 
cowrie shells




•
 
the technique of carving shell.










2.
 
the thin outer covering of an animal's egg, which is hard and fragile in that of a bird but leathery in that of a reptile.




3.
 
the outer case of a nut kernel or seed.




4.
 
the carapace of a tortoise, turtle, or terrapin.




5.
 
the wing cases of a beetle.




6.
 
the integument of an insect pupa or chrysalis.




7.
 
(
one's shell

 )
 — used with reference to a state of shyness or introversion




•
 
she'll soon 
come out of her shell

 with the right encouragement.










8.
 
something resembling or likened to a shell because of its shape or its function as an outer case




•
 
pasta shells




•
 
baked pastry shells filled with cheese.










9.
 
the walls of an unfinished or gutted building or other structure




•
 
the hotel was a shell, the roof having collapsed completely.










10.
 
an outer form without substance




•
 
he was a shell of the man he had been previously.










11.
 
a light racing boat used in the sport of crew.




12.
 
the metal framework of a vehicle body.




13.
 
an inner or roughly made coffin.




14.
 
the hand guard of a sword.




15.
 


[Physics]

 each of a set of orbitals around the nucleus of an atom, occupied or able to be occupied by electrons of similar energies.




16.
 
an explosive artillery projectile or bomb




•
 
the sound of the shell passing over, followed by the explosion




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
shell holes.










17.
 
a hollow metal or paper case used as a container for fireworks, explosives, or cartridges.




18.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cartridge.




19.
 


[Computing]

 short for shell program
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bombard with shells




•
 
the guns started shelling their positions.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the shell or pod from (a nut or seed)




•
 
they were shelling peas




•
 (as 
adj.

 
shelled

 )
 
shelled Brazil nuts.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gather seashells




•
 
there was nothing to do except swim or go shelling on the beaches.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





shell something out (or shell out)








‹informal›

 pay a specified amount of money, especially an amount that is resented as being excessive




•
 
it doesn't make sense to shell out $8.50 for an elevator ride.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shell-less






adjective













2.
 
shell-like

 
/ˈSHelˌlīk /






adjective













3.
 
shelly

 
/ˈSHelē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scell

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schel

 ‘scale, shell,’ also to scale
 1
 . The verb dates from the mid 16th cent. in 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb.





she'll

 
/SHēl SHil/






contraction




she shall; she will.













shellac

 
/SHəˈlak/





I.
 
noun




lac resin melted into thin flakes, used for making varnish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
shellacked

 )
 — varnish (something) with shellac.




2.
 
(usu. 
be shellacked

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat or beat (someone) decisively




•
 
they were shellacked in the 1982 election.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from shell
 + lac
 1
 , translating French 
laque en écailles

 ‘lac in thin plates.’





shellback

 
/ˈSHelˌbak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an old or experienced sailor, especially one who has crossed the equator.













shell bit






noun




a gouge-shaped boring bit.













shell company

 
/ˈSHel ˌkəmp(ə)nē/






noun




an inactive company used as a vehicle for various financial maneuvers or kept dormant for future use in some other capacity.













shelled

 
/SHeld/






adjective



1.
 
having a protective outer case or covering




•
 
crabs and other shelled creatures




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
hard-shelled pistachios.










2.
 
having the outer case or covering removed




•
 
shelled peas




•
 
shelled prawns.



















Shelley, Mary

 
/ˈSHelē/






(1797–1851), English writer; daughter of William Godwin and Mary Wollstonecraft; full name 
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley

 . She eloped with Percy Bysshe Shelley in 1814 and married him in 1816. She is chiefly remembered as the author of the Gothic novel 
Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus

 (1818).









Shelley, Percy Bysshe






(1792–1822), English poet. A leading figure of the romantic movement with radical political views, his works include 
Queen Mab

 (1813), 
Prometheus Unbound

 (1820), and 
Adonais

 (1821), an elegy on the death of Keats. He was the husband of Mary Shelley.









shellfire

 
/ˈSHelˌfī(ə)r/






noun




bombardment by artillery shells.













shellfish

 
/ˈSHelˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
an aquatic shelled mollusk (e.g., an oyster or cockle) or a crustacean (e.g., a crab or shrimp), especially one that is edible.




2.
 
edible mollusks or crustaceans as food.














shell game

 
/ˈSHel ˌɡām/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a game involving sleight of hand, in which three inverted cups or nutshells are moved about, and contestants must spot which is the one with a pea or other object underneath.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a deceptive and evasive action or ploy, especially a political one




•
 
officials 
played a shell game

 by loading prisoners onto buses during population counts at the jail.



















shell jacket






noun




an army officer's tight-fitting undress jacket reaching to the waist.













shell lime






noun




fine-quality lime produced by roasting seashells.













shell pink

 
/SHel piNGk/






noun




a delicate pale pink.














shell program






noun






[Computing]

 a program that provides an interface between the user and the operating system.














shell shock

 
/SHel SHäk/





I.
 
noun




psychological disturbance caused by prolonged exposure to active warfare, especially being under bombardment.

Also called combat fatigue
 .











– origin

 World War I: with reference to exposure to shellfire.





shell-shocked

 
/ˈSHelSHäkt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suffering from shell shock.




2.
 
shocked or confused because of a sudden alarming experience




•
 
he told shell-shocked investors that the company needed still more money to survive the year.

















– origin

 World War I: with reference to exposure to shellfire.





shellwork

 
/ˈSHelˌwərk/






noun




ornamentation consisting of shells cemented onto a surface.













Shelta

 
/ˈSHeltə/





I.
 
noun




an ancient secret language used by Irish and Welsh gypsies, based largely on altered Irish or Gaelic words.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





shelter

 
/ˈSHeltər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place giving temporary protection from bad weather or danger.




2.
 
a place providing food and accommodations for the homeless.




3.
 
an animal sanctuary.




4.
 
a shielded or safe condition; protection




•
 
he hung back in the shelter of a rock




•
 
you're welcome to 
take shelter

 from the storm.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect or shield from something harmful, especially bad weather




•
 
the hut 
sheltered

 him 
from

 the cold wind.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — find refuge or take cover from bad weather or danger




•
 
people were sheltering under store canopies and trees.










3.
 
prevent (someone) from having to do or face something difficult or unpleasant.




4.
 
protect (income) from taxation




•
 
only your rental income can be sheltered.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shelterer

 
/ˈSHelt(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
shelterless

 
/ˈSHeltərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps an alteration of 
sheld

 , an old spelling of shield
 , + -ure
 .





shelter belt






noun




a line of trees or shrubs planted to protect an area, especially a farm field, from strong winds and the erosion they cause.













sheltered

 
/ˈSHeltərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) protected from bad weather




•
 
the plants need a shady, sheltered spot in the garden.










2.
 
protected from difficulties or unpleasant realities




•
 
she led a 
sheltered life

 until her mother and father went through a bitter divorce




•
 
a sheltered childhood.



















sheltered workshop






noun




a supervised workplace for physically disabled or mentally handicapped adults.













shelterwood

 
/ˈSHeltərˌwo͝od/






noun




mature trees left standing to provide shelter in which saplings can grow.













sheltie

 
/ˈSHeltē /

 
shelty





I.
 
noun




a Shetland pony or sheepdog.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably representing an Orkney pronunciation of Old Norse 
Hjalti

 ‘Shetlander.’





Shelton

 
/ˈSHelt(ə)n/






an industrial city in southwestern Connecticut; pop. 39,991 (est. 2008).









shelve1


 
/SHelv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or arrange (items, especially books) on a shelf.




2.
 
decide not to proceed with (a project or plan), either temporarily or permanently




•
 
plans to reopen the school have been shelved.










3.
 
fit with shelves




•
 
one whole long wall was shelved.














II.
 
derivatives





shelver






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘project like a shelf’ (Shakespearean usage)): from 
shelves

 , plural of shelf
 .





shelve2


 
/SHelv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of ground) slope downward in a specified manner or direction




•
 
the ground shelved gently down to the water.

















– origin

 late Middle English: origin uncertain; perhaps from shelf
 .





shelves

 
/SHelvz/






plural form of shelf
 .









shelving

 
/ˈSHelviNG/






noun



1.
 
shelves collectively




•
 
a lack of shelving and cupboards.










2.
 
the action of shelving something.













Shem

 
/SHem/






(in the Bible) a son of Noah (Gen. 10:21), traditional ancestor of the Semites.









Shema

 
/SHəˈmä/





I.
 
a Hebrew text consisting of three passages from the Pentateuch and beginning “Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one.” It forms an important part of Jewish evening and morning prayer and is used as a Jewish confession of faith.







– origin

 Hebrew, literally ‘hear,’ the first word of Deut. 6:4.





she-male

 
shemale






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a transvestite.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a passive male homosexual.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a hermaphrodite.













shemozzle

 
/SHəˈmäzəl /

 
schemozzle





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a state of chaos and confusion; a muddle.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Yiddish, suggested by late Hebrew 
šel-lō'-mazzāl

 ‘of no luck.’





shen

 
/SHen/





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese thought) the spiritual element of a person's psyche.











– origin

 from Chinese 
shén

 .





Shenandoah

 
/ˌSHenənˈdōə/






a river in Virginia. Rising in two headstreams, one on each side of the Blue Ridge Mountains, it flows about 150 miles (240 km) north to join the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry.









Shenandoah National Park






a national park in the Blue Ridge Mountains of northern Virginia, southeast of the Shenandoah River. It was established in 1935.









shenanigans

 
/SHəˈnanəɡənz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 secret or dishonest activity or maneuvering




•
 
widespread financial shenanigans had ruined the fortunes of many.










2.
 


‹informal›

 silly or high-spirited behavior; mischief.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






Shenyang

 
/ˈSHenˈyaNG, ˈSHənˈyäNG/






a city in northeastern China; pop. 4,101,200 (est. 2006). It is the capital of the province of Liaoning.

Former name Mukden
 .









Shenzhen

 
/ˈSHenˈZHen, -ˈzen, ˈSHənˈjən/






an industrial city in southern China, north of Hong Kong; pop. 1,819,300 (est. 2006).









Sheol

 
/ˈSHēˌôl, SHēˈōl/





I.
 
the Hebrew underworld, abode of the dead.







– origin

 Hebrew.





shepherd

 
/ˈSHepərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who tends and rears sheep.




2.
 
a member of the clergy who provides spiritual care and guidance for a congregation.




3.
 
short for German shepherd
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
shepherding

 )
 — tend (sheep) as a shepherd.




2.
 
give guidance to (someone), especially on spiritual matters




•
 
she had to submit the control of her career and money to a group who shepherded her.










3.
 
guide or direct in a particular direction




•
 
we were shepherded around with great ceremony.

















– origin

 Old English 
scēaphierde

 , from 
scēap

 ‘sheep’ + 
hierde

 ‘herder;’ see sheep
 and herd
 .





shepherd dog

 
/ˈSHepərd dôɡ/






noun




a sheepdog.













shepherdess

 
/ˈSHepərdəs/






noun



1.
 
a female shepherd.




2.
 
an idealized or romanticized rustic maiden in pastoral literature.













shepherd satellite

 
shepherd moon






noun






[Astronomy]

 a small moon orbiting close to a planetary ring, especially of Saturn, and whose gravitational field confines the ring within a narrow band.













shepherd's crook






noun




a staff with a hook at one end used by shepherds.














shepherd's needle






noun




a white-flowered Eurasian plant of the parsley family, with long, needle-shaped fruit.

[
Scandix pecten-veneris

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]













shepherd's pie

 
/SHepədzˈpī/






noun




a dish of ground meat under a layer of mashed potato.













shepherd's plaid

 
shepherd's check






noun



1.
 
a small black-and-white check pattern.




2.
 
woolen cloth with a small black-and-white check pattern.













shepherd's purse






noun




a widely distributed white-flowered weed of the cabbage family, with triangular or heart-shaped seedpods.

[
Capsella bursa-pastoris

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













sherardize

 
/ˈSHerərˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat (iron or steel) with zinc by heating it in contact with zinc dust.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of 
Sherard

 Cowper-Coles (1867–1936), English inventor, + -ize
 .





Sheraton

 
/ˈSHerətn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of furniture) designed, made by, or in the simple, delicate, and graceful style of the English furniture maker Thomas Sheraton (1751–1806).














sherbet

 
/ˈSHərbət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a frozen dessert made with fruit juice added to milk or cream, egg white, or gelatin.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a frozen fruit juice and sugar mixture served as a dessert or between courses of a meal to cleanse the palate.




3.
 
(especially in Arab countries) a cooling drink of sweet diluted fruit juices.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a flavored sweet effervescent powder eaten alone or made into a drink.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Turkish 
şerbet

 , Persian 
šerbet

 , from Arabic 
šarba

 ‘drink,’ from 
šariba

 ‘to drink.’ Compare with syrup
 . / 
usage:

 The tendency to insert an 
r

 into the second syllable of 
sherbet

 is common; the misspelling 
sherbert

 accounts for around a quarter of the citations for the word in the Oxford English Corpus.





sherd

 
/SHərd/






noun




another term for potsherd
 .













Sheridan

 
/ˈSHerəd(ə)n/






a city in north central Wyoming; pop. 17,197 (est. 2008).









Sheridan, Philip Henry

 
/ˈSHeridn/






(1831–88) US army officer. A severe and effective Union cavalry commander in the Civil War, he was noted for his decisive victories and plundering raids. In April 1865, he cut off the Confederate retreat at Appomattox, forcing the surrender of General Lee. In 1884, he became commander in chief of the US army.









Sheridan, Richard Brinsley






(1751–1816), Irish playwright and politician. His plays are comedies of manners and include 
The Rivals

 (1775) and 
The School for Scandal

 (1777). In 1780, he entered Parliament, became a celebrated orator, and held senior government posts.










sheriff

 
/ˈSHerəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 (in the US) an elected officer in a county who is responsible for keeping the peace.




2.
 
(also 
high sheriff

 )
 — (in England and Wales) the chief executive officer of the Crown in a county, having various administrative and judicial functions.




3.
 
an honorary officer elected annually in some English towns.




4.
 
(in Scotland) a judge.








II.
 
derivatives





sheriffdom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
scīrgerēfa

 (see shire
 , reeve
 1
 ).





sheriff clerk

 
/ˈSHerəf klərk/






noun




(in Scotland) the clerk of a sheriff's court.













Sherlock

 
/ˈSHərˌläk/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who investigates mysteries or shows great perceptiveness




•
 
it doesn't take a Sherlock to figure out that she's lying to me.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Sherlock

 Holmes (see Holmes, Sherlock
 ).





Sherman

 
/ˈSHərmən/






a commercial and industrial city in northeastern Texas; pop. 38,077 (est. 2008).









Sherman, Roger






(1721–93), American politician. A Connecticut legislator and jurist, he was an avid proponent of American independence. He held the distinction of having signed all of the following: the Articles of Association 1774, the Declaration of Independence 1776, the Articles of Confederation 1777, and the Constitution 1787. He served as a US senator 1791–93.

See also Ellsworth, Oliver
 .









Sherman, William Tecumseh






(1820–91), US general. In 1864, during the Civil War, he was appointed commander of Union forces in the West. He set out with 60,000 men on a “March to the Sea” through Georgia, during which he crushed Confederate forces and broke civilian morale by his policy of deliberate destruction of the territory through which he passed. He served as commander of the army 1869–84.









Sherman tank






noun




an American type of medium tank, used in large numbers during World War II.













Sherpa

 
/ˈSHərpə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Himalayan people living on the borders of Nepal and Tibet, renowned for their skill in mountaineering.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a civil servant or diplomat who undertakes preparatory political work prior to a summit conference.











– origin

 from Tibetan 
sharpa

 ‘inhabitant of an eastern country.’





Sherrington, Sir Charles Scott

 
/ˈSHəriNGtən/






(1857–1952), English physiologist. He contributed greatly to the understanding of the nervous system and introduced the concept of reflex actions and the reflex arc. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1932).









sherry

 
/ˈSHerē/





I.
 
noun




a fortified wine originally and mainly from southern Spain, often drunk as an aperitif.








II.
 
derivatives





sherried






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of archaic 
sherris

 , interpreted as plural, from Spanish 
(vino de) Xeres

 ‘Xeres (wine)’ (Xeres being the former name of Jerez
 ).





sherwani

 
/SHərˈwänē/





I.
 
noun




a knee-length coat buttoning to the neck, worn by men from South Asia.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
širwānī

 ‘from Shirvan’ (referring to a town in northeastern Persia).





she's

 
/SHēz SHiz/






contraction




she is; she has.













Shetlander

 
/ˈSHetləndər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the Shetland Islands




•
 
the young Shetlander got drunk with a friend.



















Shetland Islands

 
/ˈSHetlənd ˌīləndz /

 
Shetland
 , the Shetlands






a group of about 100 islands off the north coast of Scotland, northeast of the Orkneys, that constitute the administrative region of Shetland; pop. 21,800 (est. 2009); chief town, Lerwick. Together with the Orkney Islands, the Shetland Islands became a part of Scotland in 1472.









Shetland pony






noun




a pony of a small, hardy, rough-coated breed.













Shetland sheep






noun




a sheep of a hardy, short-tailed breed native to Shetland and bred especially for its fine wool.













Shetland sheepdog






noun




a small dog of a collielike breed.













Shetland wool

 
/ˈSHetlənd wo͝ol/






noun




a type of fine loosely twisted wool from Shetland sheep.













Shevardnadze, Eduard

 
/ˌSHevərdˈnädzə/






(1928–2014), Soviet statesman, and head of state of Georgia 1995–2003; full name 
Eduard Amvrosievich Shevardnadze

 . He was minister of foreign affairs 1985–90 under President Gorbachev before becoming head of state of his native Georgia.









Shevat

 
/SHəˈvät /

 
Shebat





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the fifth month of the civil and eleventh of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of January and February.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
šĕḇaṭ

 .





shew

 
/SHō/






verb




old-fashioned variant spelling of show
 .













shewbread

 
showbread





I.
 
noun




twelve loaves placed every Sabbath in the Jewish Temple and eaten by the priests at the end of the week.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: suggested by German 
Schaubrot

 , representing Hebrew 
leḥem pānīm

 , literally ‘bread of the face (of God).’





shf

 
SHF






abbreviation




superhigh frequency.













shh

 
/SH /

 
sh





I.
 
exclamation




used to call for silence




•
 
“Shh! Keep your voice down!”

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of hush
 .






Shia

 
/ˈSHēˌä /

 
Shi'a
 , Shiah





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one of the two main branches of Islam, followed especially in Iran, that rejects the first three Sunni caliphs and regards Ali, the fourth caliph, as Muhammad's first true successor.

Compare with Sunni
 .




2.
 
a Muslim who adheres to the Shia branch of Islam.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic 
šīʿa

 ‘party (of Ali).’






shiatsu

 
/SHēˈätˌso͞o/





I.
 
noun




a form of therapy of Japanese origin based on the same principles as acupuncture, in which pressure is applied to certain points on the body using the hands.











– origin

 1960s: Japanese, literally ‘finger pressure.’





shibboleth

 
/ˈSHibələTH/





I.
 
noun




a custom, principle, or belief distinguishing a particular class or group of people, especially a long-standing one regarded as outmoded or no longer important




•
 
the party began to break with the shibboleths of the left.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Hebrew 
šibbōleṯ

 ‘ear of corn,’ used as a test of nationality by its difficult pronunciation (Judg. 12:6).





shicker

 
/ˈSHikər /

 

‹US Austral./NZ informal›


 
shikker





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
drunk




•
 
they got shickered, talked cars and deals.














II.
 
noun




a drunk.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
shiker

 , from Hebrew 
šikkōr

 , from 
šākar

 ‘be drunk.’





shidduch

 
/ˈSHidəKH, SHiˈdo͞oKH/





I.
 
noun




a Jewish arranged marriage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Yiddish, from Hebrew 
šiddūḵ

 ‘negotiation (of a marriage).’





shied

 
/SHīd/






past and past participle of shy
 2
 .










shield

 
/SHēld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad piece of metal or another suitable material, held by straps or a handle attached on one side, used as a protection against blows or missiles.




2.
 
something shaped like a shield, in particular




3.
 
a police officer's badge.




4.
 


[Heraldry]

 a stylized representation of a shield used for displaying a coat of arms.




5.
 


[Geology]

 a large rigid area of the earth's crust, typically of Precambrian rock, that has been unaffected by later orogenic episodes, e.g., the Canadian Shield.




6.
 
a person or thing providing protection




•
 
a protective coating of grease provides a shield against abrasive dirt.










7.
 
a protective plate or screen on machinery or equipment.




8.
 
a device or material that prevents or reduces the emission of light or other radiation.




9.
 
short for dress shield
 .




10.
 
a hard flat or convex part of an animal, especially a shell.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
protect (someone or something) from a danger, risk, or unpleasant experience




•
 
he pulled the cap lower to shield his eyes from the glare




•
 
these people have been completely shielded from economic forces.










2.
 
prevent from being seen




•
 
the rocks she sat behind shielded her from the lodge.










3.
 
enclose or screen (a piece of machinery) to protect the user.




4.
 
prevent or reduce the escape of sound, light, or other radiation from (something)




•
 
uranium shutters shield the cobalt radioactive source.














III.
 
derivatives





shieldless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scild

 (noun), 
scildan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schild

 and German 
Schild

 , from a base meaning ‘divide, separate.’





shield bug






noun




another term for stink bug
 .













shield fern






noun




any of a number of ferns that have circular shieldlike scales protecting the spore cases.

[● a European fern of damp woodland (genus 
Polystichum

 , family 
Dryopteridaceae

 ). ● an evergreen fern (genus 
Thelypteris

 , family 
Thelypteridaceae

 ). ● (Austral. )a fern of forested country (family 
Aspidiaceae

 ).]













shield law






noun



1.
 
a law that protects witnesses from revealing certain information, especially in court.




2.
 
a law that protects journalists from having to reveal confidential sources.




3.
 
a law that protects rape victims from having to reveal details of their sexual history.













shieldtail snake

 
/ˈSHēl(d)tāl ˌsnāk /

 
shield-tailed snake






noun




a burrowing snake that has a flat disk formed from an enlarged scale on the upper surface of the tail, native to the rain forests of southern India and Sri Lanka.

[
Rhinophis

 , 
Uropeltis

 , and other genera, family 
Uropeltidae

 : numerous species.]













shield volcano






noun






[Geology]

 a broad, domed volcano with gently sloping sides, characteristic of the eruption of fluid, basaltic lava.













shieling

 
/ˈSHēliNG /

 
shealing





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Scottish)

 a roughly constructed hut used while pasturing animals.




2.
 


(Scottish)

 an area of pasture.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Scots 
shiel

 ‘hut’ (of unknown origin) + -ing
 1
 .





shift

 
/SHift/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move from one place to another, especially over a small distance


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I shift the weight back to the other leg




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the roof cracked and shifted.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change the position of one's body, especially because one is nervous or uncomfortable




•
 
he shifted a little in his chair.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — change the emphasis, direction, or focus of




•
 
she's shifting the blame onto me.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change in emphasis, direction, or focus




•
 
the wind had shifted to the east




•
 
the balance of power shifted abruptly.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 move (data) one or more places to the right or left in a register




•
 
the partial remainder is shifted left.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — press the shift key on a typewriter or computer keyboard.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 sell (something)




•
 
a lot of high-priced product you simply don't know how to shift.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 change gear in a vehicle




•
 
she shifted down to fourth.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 be evasive or indirect




•
 
they know not how to shift and rob as the old ones do.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight change in position, direction, or tendency




•
 
a shift of wind took us by surprise




•
 
a 
shift in

 public opinion.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the displacement of spectral lines.

See also redshift
 .




3.
 
(also 
shift key

 )
 — a key on a typewriter or computer keyboard used to switch between two sets of characters or functions, principally between lower- and upper-case letters.




4.
 
short for sound shift
 .




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the gearshift or gear-changing mechanism in a motor vehicle.




6.
 


[Building]

 the positioning of successive rows of bricks so that their ends do not coincide.




7.
 


[Computing]

 a movement of the digits of a word in a register one or more places to left or right, equivalent to multiplying or dividing the corresponding number by a power of whatever number is the base.




8.
 


[Football]

 a change of position by two or more players before the ball is put into play.




9.
 
one of two or more recurring periods in which different groups of workers do the same jobs in relay




•
 
the night shift.










10.
 
the group of people who work during a particular shift.




11.
 
(also 
shift dress

 )
 — a woman's straight, unwaisted dress.




12.
 


‹historical›

 a long, loose-fitting undergarment.




13.
 


‹archaic›

 an ingenious or devious device or stratagem




•
 
the thousand shifts and devices of which Hannibal was a master.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make shift






do what one wants to do in spite of not having ideal conditions.









2.
 
shift for oneself






manage as best one can without help.









3.
 
shift one's ground






say or write something that contradicts something one has previously written or said.












IV.
 
derivatives





shiftable

 
/ˈSHiftəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sciftan

 ‘arrange, divide, apportion,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
schichten

 ‘to layer, stratify.’ A common Middle English sense ‘change, replace’ gave rise to the noun 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun (via the notion of changing one's clothes) and 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun (via the concept of relays of workers).





shifter

 
/ˈSHiftər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
a person or thing that shifts something




•
 
each morning the rock-shifters travel by donkey cart to start work.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a gearbox of a motor vehicle or a set of gear levers on a bicycle




•
 
a new, improved five-speed shifter.



















shifting

 
/ˈSHiftiNG/





I.
 
adjective




changing, especially unpredictably




•
 
diverse districts with shifting demographics.














II.
 
phrases





shifting sands






used in reference to something that is constantly changing, especially unpredictably




•
 
whether something is accepted depends upon 
the shifting sands of

 taste.























shifting cultivation

 
/SHiftiNG ˌkəltəˈvāSHən /

 
shifting agriculture






noun




a form of agriculture, used especially in tropical Africa, in which an area of ground is cleared of vegetation and cultivated for a few years and then abandoned for a new area until its fertility has been naturally restored.













shiftless

 
/ˈSHif(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or action) characterized by laziness, indolence, and a lack of ambition




•
 
a shiftless lot of good-for-nothings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shiftlessly

 
/ˈSHif(t)ləslē /






adverb













2.
 
shiftlessness

 
/ˈSHif(t)ləsnəs /






noun





















shift lever






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for gearshift
 .













shift register

 
/SHift ˈrejəstər/






noun






[Computing]

 a register that is designed to allow the bits of its contents to be moved to left or right.













shift work

 
/ˈSHif(t) ˌwərk/






noun




work comprising recurring periods in which different groups of workers do the same jobs in rotation.













shifty

 
/ˈSHiftē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person or their manner) appearing deceitful or evasive




•
 
a shifty, fast-talking lawyer.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shiftily

 
/ˈSHiftəlē /






adverb













2.
 
shiftiness

 
/ˈSHiftēnəs /






noun





















Shiga toxin

 
/ˈSHēɡə ˌtäksən/





I.
 
noun




a toxin produced by the bacterium 
Shigella dysenteriae

 , or a similar one produced by 
E. coli

 , causing dysentery in humans.




•
 
during infection there are changes of cytokine levels that can be ascribed to an effect of Shiga toxin on different cell types.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of 
Shigella dysenteriae

 (see also shigella
 ).






shigella

 
/SHəˈɡelə/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that is an intestinal pathogen of humans and other primates, some kinds of which cause dysentery.

[Genus 
Shigella

 ; Gram-negative rods.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from the name of Kiyoshi 
Shiga

 (1870–1957), Japanese bacteriologist, + the diminutive suffix 
-ella

 .





Shih Tzu

 
/ˈSHi tso͞o/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a breed with long, silky, erect hair and short legs.











– origin

 1920s: from Chinese 
shīzi

 ‘lion.’






shiitake

 
/SHiˈtäːkē /

 
shiitake mushroom





I.
 
noun




an edible mushroom that grows on fallen timber, cultivated in Japan and China.

[
Lentinus edodes

 , family 
Pleurotaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Japanese, from 
shii

 , denoting a kind of oak, + 
take

 ‘mushroom.’





Shiite

 
/ˈSHēˌīt /

 
Shi'ite





I.
 
noun




an adherent of the Shia branch of Islam.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Shia.








III.
 
derivatives





Shiism

 
/ˈSHēˌizəm /

 
Shi'ism






noun





















Shijiazhuang

 
/ˈSHœˈjyäˈjwäNG/






a city in northeast central China, capital of Hebei province; pop. 2,241,500 (est. 2006).









shikar

 
/SHəˈkär/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 hunting as a sport.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
šikār

 .





shikara

 
/SHiˈkärə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 (in Kashmir) a houseboat.




2.
 


(Indian)

 variant spelling of shikari
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 via Kashmiri from Persian 
šikārī

 ‘of hunting.’





shikari

 
/SHəˈkärē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a hunter.




2.
 


(Indian)

 a guide on hunting expeditions.




3.
 
(also 
shikara

 )
 — 

(Indian)

 (in Kashmir) a light, flat-bottomed boat.











– origin

 via Urdu from Persian 
šikārī

 ‘of hunting.’





Shikoku

 
/SHəˈkōˌko͞o/






the smallest of the four main islands of Japan, an administrative region; pop. 4,142,000 (est. 2005); capital, Matsuyama. The Inland Sea separates it from Kyushu on the west and Honshu on the north.









shikra

 
/ˈSHikrə/





I.
 
noun




a small, stocky sparrow hawk found in Africa and central and southern Asia.

[Genus 
Accipiter

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : two species, in particular the widespread 
A. badius

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Persian and Urdu 
šikara

 .





shiksa

 
/ˈSHiksə/





I.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 (used especially by Jews) a gentile girl or woman.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
shikse

 , from Hebrew 
šiqṣāh

 (from 
šeqeṣ

 ‘detested thing’ + the feminine suffix 
-āh

 ).





shill

 
/SHil /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an accomplice of a hawker, gambler, or swindler who acts as an enthusiastic customer to entice or encourage others.




2.
 
a person who pretends to give an impartial endorsement of something in which they themselves have an interest.




•
 
a megamillionaire who makes more money as a shill for corporate products than he does for playing basketball.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act or work as a shill.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from earlier 
shillaber

 , of unknown origin.





shillelagh

 
/SHəˈlālē/





I.
 
noun




a thick stick of blackthorn or oak used in Ireland, typically as a weapon.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of the town 
Shillelagh

 , in County Wicklow, Ireland.






shilling

 
/ˈSHiliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a former British coin and monetary unit equal to one twentieth of a pound or twelve pence.




2.
 
the basic monetary unit in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda, equal to 100 cents.











– origin

 Old English 
scilling

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schelling

 and German 
Schilling

 .





Shillong

 
/SHəˈlôNG/






a city in northeastern India, capital of the state of Meghalaya; pop. 141,700 (est. 2009).









Shilluk

 
/SHəˈlo͝ok/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Sudanese people living mainly on the west bank of the Nile.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Shilluk.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shilluk or their language.











– origin

 the name in Shilluk.





shilly-shally

 
/ˈSHilēˌSHalē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to act resolutely or decisively




•
 
the government shilly-shallied about the matter.














II.
 
noun




indecisive behavior.








III.
 
derivatives





shilly-shallyer

 
/ˌSHalēər /

 
-shallier






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: originally as 
shill I, shall I

 , reduplication of 
shall I?







Shiloh

 
/ˈSHīlō/






a historic site in southwestern Tennessee, near Pittsburg Landing on the Tennessee River, site of a major Civil War battle in April 1862.









shim

 
/SHim/





I.
 
noun




a washer or thin strip of material used to align parts, make them fit, or reduce wear.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wedge (something) or fill up (a space) with a shim.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






Shimla

 
/ˈSHimlə /

 
Simla






a city in northeastern India, capital of the state of Himachal Pradesh; pop. 208,600 (est. 2009).









shimmer

 
/ˈSHimər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine with a soft tremulous light




•
 
the sea shimmered in the sunlight.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a soft, slightly wavering light




•
 
a pale shimmer of moonlight.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shimmeringly






adverb













2.
 
shimmery

 
/ˈSHim(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
scymrian

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
schimmern

 , also to shine
 . The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





shimmy

 
/ˈSHimē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of ragtime dance in which the whole body shakes or sways.




2.
 
a shake or sway of the body.




3.
 
shaking, especially abnormal vibration of the wheels of a motor vehicle




•
 
steering stabilizers reduce shimmy even from oversized tires.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 informal term for chemise
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the shimmy.




2.
 
shake or sway the body.




3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move effortlessly; glide with a swaying motion




•
 
her hair swung in waves as she shimmied down the catwalk




•
 
he shimmied right to the top of one of the chimneys.










4.
 
shake or vibrate abnormally




•
 
he braked hard and felt the car shimmy dangerously.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






shin

 
/SHin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the front of the leg below the knee.




2.
 
a cut of beef from the lower part of a cow's leg.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
shin up/down

 )


1.
 
climb quickly up or down by gripping with one's arms and legs




•
 
he shinned up a tree.

















– origin

 Old English 
scinu

 , probably from a Germanic base meaning ‘narrow or thin piece’; related to German 
Schiene

 ‘thin plate’ and Dutch 
scheen

 . The verb was originally in nautical use (early 19th cent).





Shin Bet

 
/ˌSHin ˈbet /

 
Shin Beth





I.
 
the principal security service of Israel, concerned primarily with counter-espionage.







– origin

 modern Hebrew, the initial letters of the first two words of 
šērūṯ biṭṭāhōn kĕlālī

 ‘(general) security service.’





shinbone

 
/ˈSHinbōn/






noun




the tibia.













shindig

 
/ˈSHinˌdiɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a large, lively party, especially one celebrating something.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably from the nouns shin
 and dig
 , influenced later by shindy
 .






shindy

 
/ˈSHindē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a noisy disturbance or quarrel




•
 
there were plenty of gulls 
kicking up a shindy

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 a large, lively party.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of shinty
 .






shine

 
/SHīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the sun or another source of light) give out a bright light




•
 
the sun shone through the window.










2.
 
glow or be bright with reflected light




•
 
I could see his eyes shining in the light of the fire.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct (a flashlight or other light) somewhere in order to see something in the dark




•
 
an usher shines his flashlight into the boys' faces.










4.
 
(of a person's eyes) be bright with the expression of a particular emotion




•
 
his eyes 
shone with

 excitement.










5.
 
be very talented or perform very well




•
 
she 
shines at

 comedy.










6.
 
(
past

 shined) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (an object made of leather, metal, or wood) bright by rubbing it; polish




•
 
his shoes were shined to perfection.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a quality of brightness, especially from reflected light




•
 
use shoe polish to try and get a shine




•
 
my hair has lost its shine.










2.
 
an act of rubbing something to give it a shiny surface




•
 
Tom's shoes got a quick shine from a boy with a buffing cloth.










3.
 


‹offensive›

 a contemptuous term for a black or dark-skinned person.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
take the shine off






spoil the brilliance or excitement of




•
 
the absence of new jobs has taken some of the shine off his stellar popularity ratings.















2.
 
take a shine to








‹informal›

 develop a liking for.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





shine through






(of a good quality or skill) be clearly evident




•
 
at Regis his talent shone through.





















– origin

 Old English 
scīnan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schijnen

 and German 
scheinen

 .





shiner

 
/ˈSHīnər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that shines or reflects light




•
 
moonlight blanked the weakest shiners, but the more powerful stars were gleaming.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or thing that polishes something




•
 
shoeshiners.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a black eye.




4.
 
a small silvery North American freshwater fish of the minnow family that typically has colorful markings.

[
Notropis

 and other genera, family 
Cyprinidae

 : several species.]













shingle1


 
/ˈSHiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a mass of small rounded pebbles, especially on a seashore.








II.
 
derivatives





shingly

 
/ˈSHiNGɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





shingle2


 
/ˈSHiNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rectangular tile of asphalt composite, wood, metal, or slate used on walls or roofs.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a woman's short haircut in which the hair tapers from the back of the head to the nape of the neck.

[so named because of the layering.]




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small signboard, especially one found outside a doctor's or lawyer's office.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
roof or clad with shingles


(as 
adj.

 
shingled

 )


•
 
a tower surmounted by a shingled spire.










2.
 


‹dated›

 cut (a woman's hair) in a shingle.








III.
 
phrases





hang out one's shingle








(N. Amer.)

 begin to practice a profession.















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): apparently from Latin 
scindula

 , earlier 
scandula

 ‘a split piece of wood.’





shingleback

 
/ˈSHiNGɡəlˌbak /

 
shingleback lizard






noun




a slow-moving, heavily built lizard with scales resembling those of pine cones, occurring in arid regions of Australia.

[
Trachydosaurus rugosus

 , family 
Scincidae

 .]














shingles

 
/ˈSHiNGɡəlz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 an acute, painful inflammation of the nerve ganglia, with a skin eruption often forming a girdle around the middle of the body. It is caused by the same virus as chickenpox.

Also called herpes zoster
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: representing medieval Latin 
cingulus

 , variant of Latin 
cingulum

 ‘girdle,’ from 
cingere

 ‘gird.’






shin guard

 
/SHin ɡärd/






noun




a pad worn to protect the shins when playing soccer, hockey, and other sports.













shining

 
/ˈSHīniNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving out or reflecting bright light




•
 
a shining expanse of water.










2.
 
brilliant or excellent at something




•
 
he has set a 
shining example

 with his model behavior.














II.
 
derivatives





shiningly

 
/-niNGlē /






adverb






















Shining Path





I.
 
a Peruvian Maoist revolutionary movement and terrorist organization, founded in 1970 and led by 
Abimael Guzmán

 (1934–) until his capture and imprisonment in 1992.







– origin

 translating Spanish Sendero Luminoso
 .





Shinkansen

 
/ˈSHinkänˌsen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Japan) a railroad system carrying high-speed passenger trains.




2.
 
(also 
shinkansen

 )
 — a train operating on the Shinkansen railway system.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
shin

 ‘new’ + 
kansen

 ‘main line.’





shinny1


 
/ˈSHinē/





I.
 
verb






(N. Amer.)

 another term for shin
 :




•
 
he loved to shinny up that tree.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the noun shin
 + -y
 2
 .





shinny2


 
/ˈSHinē /

 
shinny hockey





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an informal form of ice hockey played especially by children, on the street or on ice




•
 
we used to play shinny on the canal with tin cans.

















– origin

 variant of shinty
 .





Shinola

 
/SHīˈnōlə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a brand of boot polish.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “shit”




•
 
there'll be the same old Shinola on television.














II.
 
phrases





not know shit from Shinola








‹vulgar slang›

 used to indicate that someone is ignorant or innocent.















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from shine
 + 
-ola

 .





shin pad

 
/SHin pad/






noun




another term for shin guard
 .













shinplaster

 
/ˈSHinˌplastər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 
(US)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a piece of paper currency or a promissory note regarded as having little or no value.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 
(Canadian)

 a twenty-five cent bill.











– origin

 so named because of the resemblance to a square piece of paper soaked in vinegar and used to bandage the shin.





shin splints






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
acute pain in the shin and lower leg caused by prolonged running, typically on hard surfaces.













Shinto

 
/ˈSHinˌtō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese religion dating from the early 8th century and incorporating the worship of ancestors and nature spirits and a belief in sacred power (
kami

 ) in both animate and inanimate things. It was the state religion of Japan until 1945.

See also Amaterasu
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Shintoism

 
/ˈSHintōˌ(w)izəm /






noun













2.
 
Shintoist

 
/ˈSHintō(w)əst /






noun



















– origin

 Japanese, from Chinese 
shéndào

 ‘way of the gods.’






shinty

 
/ˈSHin(t)ē/





I.
 
noun




a Scottish game resembling field hockey, played by two teams of twelve with curved sticks and a leather-covered cork ball.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (earlier as 
shinny

 ): apparently from the cry 
shin ye, shin you, shin t' ye

 , used in the game, of unknown origin.





shiny

 
/ˈSHīnē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a smooth surface) reflecting light, typically because very clean or polished




•
 
shiny hair




•
 
shiny black shoes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shinily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
shininess

 
/ˈSHīnēnəs /






noun






















ship1


 
/SHip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vessel larger than a boat for transporting people or goods by sea.




2.
 
a sailing vessel with a bowsprit and three or more square-rigged masts.




3.
 


‹informal›

 any boat, especially a racing boat.




4.
 
a spaceship.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transport (goods or people) on a ship




•
 
the wounded soldiers were shipped home.










2.
 
send by some other means of transport or by mail




•
 
the freight would be shipped by rail




•
 
spare parts were quickly 
shipped out

 .




•
 
his papers have already been shipped to the University of Kansas.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a product) be made available for purchase




•
 
the cellular phone is expected to ship at about $500 sometime this summer.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
ship out

 )
 — (of a naval force) go to sea from a home port




•
 
Bob got sick a week before we shipped out.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 embark on a ship




•
 
people wishing to get from London to New York ship at Liverpool.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sailor) serve on a ship




•
 
Jack, you shipped with the Admiral once, didn't you?










7.
 
(of a boat) take in (water) over the side.




8.
 
take (oars) from the oarlocks and lay them inside a boat.




9.
 
fix (something such as a rudder or mast) in its place on a ship.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a sinking ship






used in various phrases to describe an organization or endeavor that is failing, usually in the context of criticizing someone for leaving it




•
 
they have fled like rats from a sinking ship.















2.
 
take ship






set off on a voyage by ship; embark




•
 
finally, he took ship for Boston.















3.
 
that (or the) ship has sailed








‹informal›

 used in reference to an opportunity that has passed or a situation that can no longer be changed




•
 
we're good friends but I don't think we'll ever be anything more to each other—that ship has sailed.















4.
 
when one's ship comes in






when one's fortune is made.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
ship out











2.
 
ship something out






send (goods) to a distributor or customer, especially by ship.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shipless






adjective













2.
 
shippable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scip

 (noun), late Old English 
scipian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schip

 and German 
Schiff

 .





ship2


 
/SHip /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a romantic pairing between two characters in a fictional series, often one that is supported or portrayed by fans rather than depicted in the series itself




•
 
the thing that I loved about the Mulder/Scully ship was that we knew so much about their characters.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support or have a particular interest in a romantic pairing between two characters in a fictional series, often when this relationship is one portrayed by fans rather than depicted in the series itself




•
 
I'm still 
shipping for

 Edward/Hermione




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
if you ship Paul and Sarah, then you'd better avert your eyes for this next part.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of relationship.






-ship





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a quality or condition




•
 
companionship




•
 
friendship.










3.
 
denoting status, office, or honor




•
 
ambassadorship




•
 
citizenship.










4.
 
denoting a tenure of office




•
 
chairmanship.










5.
 
denoting a skill in a certain capacity




•
 
entrepreneurship.










6.
 
denoting the collective individuals of a group




•
 
membership.

















– origin

 Old English 
-scipe

 , 
scype

 , of Germanic origin.





shipboard

 
/ˈSHipbôrd/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
used or occurring on board a ship




•
 
playing in a shipboard jazz orchestra.














II.
 
phrases





on shipboard






on board a ship.

















shipbreaker

 
/ˈSHipˌbrākər/






noun




a contractor who breaks up old ships for scrap.













shipbroker

 
/ˈSHipˌbrōkər/






noun




a broker who specializes in arranging charters, cargo space, and passenger bookings on ships.













shipbuilder

 
/ˈSHipˌbildər/






noun




a person or company whose job or business is the design and construction of ships.













shipbuilding

 
/ˈSHipˌbildiNG/






noun




the design and construction of ships




•
 
naval shipbuilding was developing at a rapid pace




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the declining shipbuilding industry.



















ship canal

 
/ˈSHip kəˌnal/






noun




a canal wide and deep enough for ships to transit it.













ship-fever

 
/ˈSHipˌfēvər/






noun




typhus.













ship fitter






noun




a person employed to manufacture or assemble the structural parts of a ship.













shiplap

 
/ˈSHipˌlap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit (boards) together by halving so that each overlaps the one below


(as 
adj.

 
shiplapped

 )


•
 
shiplapped pine used as facing for the first floor.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
boards which have been shiplapped, typically used for cladding.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a joint between boards made by halving




•
 
a shiplap joint.



















Shipley, Jenny

 
/ˈSHiplē/






(1952–), New Zealand stateswoman; prime minister 1997–1999; full name 
Jennifer Mary Shipley

 .









shipload

 
/ˈSHipˌlōd/






noun




as much cargo or as many people as a ship can carry.













shipmaster

 
/ˈSHipˌmastər/






noun




a ship's captain.













shipmate

 
/ˈSHipˌmāt/






noun




a fellow member of a ship's crew.













shipment

 
/ˈSHipmənt/






noun



1.
 
the action of shipping goods




•
 
logs waiting for shipment




•
 
shipments begin this month.










2.
 
a quantity of goods shipped; a consignment




•
 
coal and oil shipments.



















ship of the desert






noun






‹literary›

 a camel.













ship of the line






noun






‹historical›

 a sailing warship of the largest size, used in the line of battle.













shipowner

 
/ˈSHipˌōnər/






noun




a person or company owning a ship or a share in a ship.













shipper1


 
/ˈSHipər/





I.
 
noun




a person or company that sends or transports goods by sea, land, or air.











– origin

 late Old English 
scipere

 ‘sailor’ Current senses date from the mid 18th cent.





shipper2


 
/ˈSHipər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who supports or has a particular interest in a romantic pairing between two characters in a fictional series, often when such a relationship is not depicted in the series itself




•
 
I'm not a Snape/Hermione shipper




•
 
the relationship is bound to ruffle some shippers' feathers.

















– origin

 1990s: short for 
relationshipper

 , in same sense; originally with reference to writers of fan fiction concerning such relationships.





shipping

 
/ˈSHipiNG/






noun



1.
 
ships considered collectively, especially those in a particular area or belonging to a particular country




•
 
the volume of shipping using these ports.










2.
 
the transport of goods by sea or some other means.




3.
 
a charge imposed by a retail company to send merchandise to a customer




•
 
statues were available at $20 plus $4 for 
shipping and handling

 .



















shipping agent






noun




a licensed agent in a port who transacts or supervises a ship's business, such as customs and immigration procedures, insurance, or documentation, on behalf of the owner.













shipping forecast






noun






(Brit.)

 a radio broadcast describing the state of the weather around the coast, with an assessment of likely developments and risks for vessels at sea.













ship-rigged

 
/ˈSHipˌriɡd/






adjective




(of a sailing ship) square-rigged.













Shiprock

 
/ˈSHipˌräk/






an eroded volcanic feature that stands above the desert in northwestern New Mexico near the Four Corners. Sacred to the Navajo, it served as a landmark for travelers.









ship's biscuit






noun




British term for hardtack
 .













ship's boat






noun




a small boat carried on board a ship.













ship's company






noun




the crew of a ship.













shipshape

 
/ˈSHipˌSHāp/






adjective




in good order; trim and neat




•
 
he checked that everything was shipshape.



















ship's husband





I.
 
noun




an agent who is responsible for providing maintenance and supplies for a ship in port.








II.
 
derivatives





ship's husbandry






noun





















ship's papers






plural noun




documents establishing the details of a ship, including ownership, nationality, and the nature of the cargo.













ship-to-shore

 
/ˈˌSHip tə ˈSHô(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective




from a ship to land




•
 
ship-to-shore phone calls.














II.
 
noun




a radiotelephone connecting a ship to land, or connecting a train or other vehicle to a control center.













shipway

 
/ˈSHipˌwā/






noun




a slope on which a ship is built and down which it slides to be launched.














shipworm

 
/ˈSHipˌwərm/






noun




another term for teredo
 .













shipwreck

 
/ˈSHipˌrek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the destruction of a ship at sea by sinking or breaking up, e.g., in a storm or after running aground.




2.
 
a ship so destroyed




•
 
the detritus of a forgotten shipwreck in an Arctic sea.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be shipwrecked

 )


1.
 
(of a person or ship) suffer a shipwreck




•
 
he was shipwrecked off the coast of Sardinia and nearly drowned




•
 


‹figurative›

 her right to a fair trial might be shipwrecked by prosecutorial misconduct.



















shipwright

 
/ˈSHipˌrīt/






noun




a shipbuilder.













shipyard

 
/ˈSHipˌyärd/






noun




a place where ships are built and repaired.













Shiras, George

 
/ˈSHīrəs/






Jr. (1832–1924), US Supreme Court associate justice 1892–1903. He was appointed to the Court by President Benjamin Harrison.










Shiraz1


 
/SHiˈräz/






a city in southwest central Iran; pop. 1,227,331 (2006).










Shiraz2


 
/SH(i)əˈräz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of black wine grape.




2.
 
a red wine made from the Shiraz grape.











– origin

 from Shiraz
 1
 , apparently an alteration of French 
syrah

 , influenced by the belief that the vine was brought from Iran by the Crusades.






shire

 
/ˈSHī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a county, especially in England.




2.
 
(
the Shires

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 used in reference to parts of England regarded as strongholds of traditional rural culture, especially the rural Midlands.











– origin

 Old English 
scīr

 ‘care, official charge, county,’ of Germanic origin.





-shire






combining form




forming the names of counties




•
 
Oxfordshire




•
 
Yorkshire.



















shire county






noun




(in the UK) a nonmetropolitan county (in existence since 1974).













shire horse

 
/ˈSHī(ə)r hôrs/






noun




a heavy powerful horse of a draft breed, originally from the English Midlands.













shirk

 
/SHərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
avoid or neglect (a duty or responsibility)




•
 
their sole motive is to shirk responsibility and rip off the company.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] [usu. with 
negative

 ] (
shirk from

 )
 — be unwilling to do (something difficult)




•
 
we will not shirk from closing a school if the evidence should justify it.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who shirks.








III.
 
derivatives





shirker

 
/ˈSHərkər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘practice fraud or trickery’): from obsolete 
shirk

 ‘sponger,’ perhaps from German 
Schurke

 ‘scoundrel.’





shirr

 
/SHər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather (an area of fabric or part of a garment) by means of drawn or elasticized threads in parallel rows


(as 
adj.

 
shirred

 )


•
 
a swimsuit with a shirred front




•
 (as 
noun

 
shirring

 )
 
shirring is flattering to all figure types.










2.
 


(US)

 bake (an egg without its shell).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






shirt

 
/SHərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a garment for the upper body made of cotton or a similar fabric, with a collar, sleeves, and buttons down the front.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a shirtlike garment made of stretchable material, typically having a short row of buttons at the neck, worn as casual wear or for sports




•
 
a rugby shirt.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep your shirt on








‹informal›

 don't lose your temper; stay calm.









2.
 
lose one's shirt








‹informal›

 lose all one's possessions.









3.
 
the shirt off one's back








‹informal›

 one's last remaining possessions




•
 
we share things—we'd give our shirt off our back to another.


















III.
 
derivatives





shirted






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the black-shirted balladeer

























– origin

 Old English 
scyrte

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
skyrta

 (compare with skirt
 ), Dutch 
schort

 , German 
Schürze

 ‘apron,’ also to short
 ; probably from a base meaning ‘short garment.’





shirtdress

 
/ˈSHərtˌdres/






noun




a dress with a collar and buttons in the style of a shirt, typically cut without a seam at the waist.













shirtfront

 
/ˈSHərtˌfrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the front part of a shirt.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 (in Australian Rules) an act of charging into an opponent's chest, typically so as to knock them to the ground




•
 
the skipper was booked for a late shirtfront.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 (in Australian Rules) charge into the chest of (an opponent), typically so as to knock them to the ground




•
 
he shirtfronted a Collingwood player in front of the Ryder Stand at Victoria Park.










2.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 forcefully collide with




•
 
the move follows complaints about out-of-control skaters, including one incident last week when a shopper was shirtfronted.










3.
 


(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 vigorously confront or challenge




•
 
he shirtfronted Skelton when he arrived in Alice Springs ahead of the election, demanding that he declare his relationship with Rogers.



















shirting

 
/ˈSHərdiNG/






noun




a material for making shirts, especially a fine cotton in plain colors or incorporating a traditional woven stripe.













shirtless

 
/ˈSHərtləs/






adjective




(especially of a man) wearing no clothes above the waist




•
 
shirtless young men posing.



















shirtsleeve

 
/ˈSHərtˌslēv/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
shirtsleeves

 )


1.
 
the sleeve of a shirt




•
 
he rolled up his shirtsleeves.














II.
 
adjective




(of weather) warm enough to wear a shirt with no jacket




•
 
the shirtsleeve November days before the hard cold set in.














III.
 
phrases





in (one's) shirtsleeves






wearing a shirt with nothing over it.












IV.
 
derivatives





shirtsleeved






adjective





















shirttail

 
/ˈSHər(t)tāl/





I.
 
noun




the lower, typically curved, part of a shirt that comes below the waist.








II.
 
adjective




(of relatives) distantly related




•
 
if you checked back far enough, they were shirttail cousins of Curly's parents.



















shirtwaist

 
/ˈSHərtˌwāst/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a woman's blouse that resembles a shirt.




2.
 
(also 
shirtwaist dress

 or 
shirtwaister

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a woman's dress with a seam at the waist, its bodice incorporating a collar and buttons in the style of a shirt.













shirty

 
/ˈSHərdē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 irritable; querulous




•
 
don't get annoyed or shirty on the phone.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shirtily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
shirtiness






noun






















shish kebab

 
/ˈSHiSH kəˌbäb/





I.
 
noun




a dish of pieces of marinated meat and vegetables cooked and served on skewers.











– origin

 from Turkish 
şiş kebap

 , from 
şiş

 ‘skewer’ + 
kebāp

 ‘roast meat.’





shiso

 
/ˈSHēsō/





I.
 
noun




an Asian plant of the mint family used as a culinary herb.











– origin

 Japanese.






shit

 
/SHit /

 

‹vulgar slang›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
feces.




2.
 
an act of defecating.




3.
 
a contemptible or worthless person.




4.
 
something worthless; garbage; nonsense




•
 
this book is shit.










5.
 
unpleasant experiences or treatment




•
 
I went through a lot of shit last year.










6.
 
things or stuff, especially personal belongings




•
 
he left his shit at my apartment.










7.
 
events or circumstances




•
 
some crazy shit happened last night.










8.
 
any psychoactive drug, especially marijuana.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — expel feces from the body.




2.
 
(
shit oneself

 )
 — soil one's clothes as a result of expelling feces accidentally.




3.
 
(
shit oneself

 )
 — be very frightened.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tease or try to deceive (someone)




•
 
I shit you not.














III.
 
exclamation




an exclamation of disgust, anger, or annoyance.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be the shit








(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 be outstandingly good or impressive.









2.
 
beat the shit out of








‹vulgar slang›

 see beat
 .









3.
 
be shitting bricks








‹vulgar slang›

 be extremely nervous or frightened.









4.
 
eat shit








‹vulgar slang›

 an exclamation expressing anger or contempt for, or rejection of, someone.









5.
 
get one's shit together








‹vulgar slang›

 organize oneself so as to be able to deal with or achieve something.









6.
 
in deep shit (or in the shit)








‹vulgar slang›

 in trouble; in a difficult situation.









7.
 
lose one's shit








(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 lose one's composure.









8.
 
no shit








‹vulgar slang›

 used to seek confirmation of the truth of a statement or to confirm the truth of a statement.









9.
 
not give a shit








‹vulgar slang›

 not care at all.









10.
 
not know shit








‹vulgar slang›

 not know anything.









11.
 
not worth a shit








‹vulgar slang›

 worthless.









12.
 
shit for brains








‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stupid person.









13.
 
shit on someone








‹vulgar slang›

 show contempt or disregard for someone.









14.
 
be up shit (or shit's) creek (without a paddle)








‹vulgar slang›

 be in an awkward predicament.









15.
 
when the shit hits the fan








‹vulgar slang›

 when the disastrous consequences of something become public.















– origin

 Old English 
scitte

 ‘diarrhea,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schijten

 , German 
scheissen

 (verb). The term was originally neutral and used without vulgar connotation.





shitbag

 
/ˈSHitˌbaɡ/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a contemptible or worthless person.













shitcan

 
/ˈSHitˌkan/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 throw (something) away




•
 
rip up those pictures and shitcan the negatives.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 discard or reject (someone or something)




•
 
it's hard to shitcan someone who keeps winning writing awards.




















shite

 
/SHīt/






noun, exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 another term for shit
 .













shit-eating

 
/ˈSHidēdiNG/






adjective






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly US)

 smug; self-satisfied.













shitepoke

 
/ˈSHītˌpōk/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 any of a number of birds of the heron family.

[Several species in the family 
Ardeidae

 , in particular the green-backed 
Butorides virescens

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from shite
 (because of the bird's habit of defecating when disturbed) + the noun poke
 1
 .





shitface

 
/ˈSHitˌfās/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 an obnoxious person.













shit-faced

 
/SHit fāst /

 
shitfaced






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 drunk or under the influence of drugs.













shithead

 
/ˈSHitˌhed/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a contemptible person.













shithole

 
/ˈSHitˌhōl/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 an extremely dirty, shabby, or otherwise unpleasant place.














shithouse

 
/ˈSHitˌhous/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a lavatory, especially an outdoor one; an outhouse.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 an extremely unpleasant place.








II.
 
phrases





be built like a brick shithouse

 

‹vulgar slang›






a.
 
(of a person) having a very solid physique.




b.
 


(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 (of a woman) having a very attractive figure.

















shitkicker

 
/ˈSHitˌkikər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 an unsophisticated or oafish person, especially one from a rural area.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a person who listens to or performs country music.




3.
 
(
shitkickers

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 substantially made boots with thick soles and typically with reinforced toes.








II.
 
derivatives





shit-kicking

 
/-ˌkikiNG /






adjective





















shitless

 
/ˈSHitlis/






adjective

 — (in phrase 
be scared (or bored) shitless

 )


1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 be extremely frightened (or bored).













shit list

 
shitlist






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a list of those whom one dislikes or plans to harm.













shitload

 
/ˈSHitlōd/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a large amount or number




•
 
I have a shitload of work to do this week.

















– origin

 1960s: from 
shit

 + 
load

 .





shit-scared

 
/ˈSHit ˈˌske(ə)rd/






adjective






‹vulgar slang›

 terrified.













shitshow

 
/ˈSHitˌSHō/






noun






(US)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a situation or event marked by chaos or controversy.













shit stirrer





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a person who takes pleasure in causing trouble or discord.








II.
 
derivatives





shit stirring






noun





















shitstorm

 
/ˈSHitˌstôrm/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a situation marked by violent controversy.













shitty

 
/ˈSHidē/






adjective



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of a person or action) contemptible; worthless.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of an experience or situation) unpleasant; awful.




3.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 covered with excrement.













shitwork

 
/ˈSHitˌwərk/






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 work considered to be menial or routine.













shiur

 
/SHēˈo͝or/






noun






[Judaism]

 a Talmudic study session, usually led by a rabbi.













shiv

 
/SHiv/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a knife or razor used as a weapon.











– origin

 probably from Romany 
chiv

 ‘blade.’





shiva

 
/ˈSHēvə /

 
shivah





I.
 
noun






[Judaism]

 a period of seven days' formal mourning for the dead, beginning immediately after the funeral




•
 
she went to her sister's funeral and 
sat shiva

 .

















– origin

 from Hebrew 
šiḇʿāh

 ‘seven.’






Shiva

 
/ˈSHēvə /

 
Siva





I.
 
(in Indian religion) a god associated with the powers of reproduction and dissolution.





Shiva is regarded by some as the supreme being and by others as forming a triad with Brahma and Vishnu. He is worshiped in many aspects: as destroyer, ascetic, lord of the cosmic dance, and lord of beasts, and through the symbolic lingam. His wife is Parvati. / 
– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Śiva

 , literally ‘the auspicious one.’





Shivaji

 
/ˈSHivəjē /

 
Sivaji






(1627–80), Indian raja of the Marathas 1674–80. He raised a successful Hindu revolt against Muslim rule in 1659 and expanded Maratha territory.










shive

 
/SHīv/





I.
 
noun




a broad plug hammered into a hole in the top of a cask when the cask has been filled.











– origin

 Middle English: related to sheave
 . The original sense was ‘slice (of bread),’ later ‘piece of split wood’; the current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





shiver1


 
/ˈSHivər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) shake slightly and uncontrollably as a result of being cold, frightened, or excited




•
 
they shivered in the damp foggy cold.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a momentary trembling movement




•
 
she gave a little shiver as the wind flicked at her bare arms




•
 
the way he looked at her sent 
shivers down her spine

 .










2.
 
(
the shivers

 )
 — a spell or an attack of trembling, typically as a result of fear or horror




•
 
a look that gave him the shivers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shiverer






noun













2.
 
shiveringly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English 
chivere

 , perhaps an alteration of dialect 
chavele

 ‘to chatter,’ from Old English 
ceafl

 ‘jaw.’





shiver2


 
/ˈSHivər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
shivers

 )


1.
 
each of the small fragments into which something such as glass is shattered when broken; a splinter.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 break into splinters or fragments




•
 
the world seemed to shiver into a million splinters of prismatic color.














III.
 
phrases





shiver my (or me) timbers






a mock oath attributed to sailors.















– origin

 Middle English: from a Germanic base meaning ‘to split’; related to German 
Schiefer

 ‘slate.’





shivery

 
/ˈSHiv(ə)rē/






adjective




shaking or trembling as a result of cold, illness, fear, or excitement




•
 
he felt cold and shivery.



















Shiv Sena

 
/SHiv ˈsānə/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu nationalist organization centered in Maharashtra.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śiva

 ‘auspicious’ + 
sena

 ‘army.’





Shizuoka

 
/ˌSHēzo͞oˈōkä/






a port on the southern coast of the island of Honshu in Japan; pop. 711,882 (2007).









shizzle

 
/ˈSHizəl/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “shit” in various senses and phrases




•
 
this shizzle is givin' me a straight-up headache




•
 
who gives a shizzle what they spend?














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be the shizzle








(US)

 
‹informal›

 be outstandingly good or impressive




•
 
this place is the shizzle.















2.
 
for (or fo') shizzle








(US)

 
‹informal›

 for sure; definitely




•
 
gonna be a great game fo' shizzle!





















– origin

 1990s: alteration of shit
 or sure
 .





shlemiel

 
/SHləˈmēl/






noun




variant spelling of schlemiel
 .













shm






abbreviation




simple harmonic motion.














sho

 
/SHō/





I.
 
adverb




nonstandard spelling of sure
 , representing its pronunciation in the southern US:




•
 
I sho is glad to see ya.














II.
 
phrases





sho nuff






nonstandard spelling of sho
 (see sure
 ):




•
 
you sho nuff got some foxes in this here town!























Shoah

 
/ˈSHōə, SHōˈä/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Shoah

 )


1.
 
another term for the Holocaust
 (see holocaust
 (
sense

 1)).











– origin

 modern Hebrew, literally ‘catastrophe.’






shoal1


 
/SHōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large number of fish swimming together




•
 
a shoal of bream.







Compare with school
 2
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a large number of people




•
 
a rock star's entrance, first proceeding with his shoal of attendants.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of fish) form shoals.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Middle Dutch 
schōle

 ‘troop.’ Compare with school
 2
 .






shoal2


 
/SHōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of shallow water, especially as a navigational hazard.




2.
 
a submerged sandbank visible at low water.




3.
 
(usu. 
shoals

 )
 — a hidden danger or difficulty




•
 
he alone could safely guide them through Hollywood's treacherous shoals.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water) become shallower.








III.
 
adjective






‹dialect›

 
(N. Amer.)

 (of water) shallow.








IV.
 
derivatives





shoaly






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sceald

 (adjective), of Germanic origin; related to shallow
 .





shoat

 
/SHōt /

 
shote





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a young pig, especially one that is newly weaned.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin; compare with West Flemish 
schote

 .





shochet

 
/ˈSHōKHāt, -KHit, ˈSHoi-, SHōˈKHet/





I.
 
noun




a person officially certified as competent to kill cattle and poultry in the manner prescribed by Jewish law.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
šōḥēṭ

 ‘slaughtering.’





shochu

 
/ˈSHōCHo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a rough Japanese liquor distilled from any of various ingredients, including sake dregs.











– origin

 from Japanese 
shōchū

 .






shock1


 
/SHäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden upsetting or surprising event or experience




•
 
it was a shock to face such hostile attitudes when I arrived.










2.
 
a feeling of disturbed surprise resulting from an upsetting event




•
 
her death gave us all a terrible shock




•
 
her eyes opened wide 
in shock

 .










3.
 
an acute medical condition associated with a fall in blood pressure, caused by such events as loss of blood, severe burns, bacterial infection, allergic reaction, or sudden emotional stress, and marked by cold, pallid skin, irregular breathing, rapid pulse, and dilated pupils




•
 
he died of shock due to massive abdominal hemorrhage.










4.
 
a disturbance causing instability in an economy




•
 
trading imbalances caused by the two oil shocks.










5.
 
short for electric shock
 .




6.
 
a violent shaking movement caused by an impact, explosion, or tremor




•
 
earthquake shocks




•
 
rackets today don't bend or absorb shock the way wooden rackets do.










7.
 
short for shock absorber
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to feel surprised and upset




•
 
she was shocked at the state of his injuries.










2.
 
offend the moral feelings of; outrage




•
 
the revelations shocked the nation.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — experience feelings of outrage




•
 
he shocked so easily.










4.
 
(usu. 
be shocked

 )
 — affect with physiological shock, or with an electric shock.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 collide violently




•
 
carriage after carriage shocked fiercely against the engine.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shockability

 
/-əˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
shockable

 
/ˈSHäkəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
choc

 (noun), 
choquer

 (verb), of unknown origin. The original senses were ‘throw (troops) into confusion by charging at them’ and ‘an encounter between charging forces,’ giving rise to the notion of ‘sudden violent blow or impact.’





shock2


 
/SHäk/





I.
 
noun




a group of twelve sheaves of grain placed upright and supporting each other to allow the grain to dry and ripen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (sheaves of grain) in a shock.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
schok

 , of unknown origin.





shock3


 
/SHäk/





I.
 
noun




an unkempt or thick mass of hair




•
 
a slender man with an untamable shock of black hair.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: origin uncertain; compare with obsolete 
shough

 , denoting a breed of lapdog. The word originally denoted a dog with long shaggy hair, and was then used as an adjective meaning ‘unkempt, shaggy.’ The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.






shock absorber

 
/ˈSHäk əbˌzôrbər/






noun




a device for absorbing jolts and vibrations, especially on a motor vehicle.













shock cord






noun




heavy elasticized cord; bungee cord.













shocker

 
/ˈSHäkər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 something that shocks, especially through being unacceptable or sensational




•
 
the play's penultimate sequence is a shocker.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who behaves badly or acts in a sensational manner




•
 
I was a shocker when I was younger.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 a shock absorber.













shockheaded

 
/ˈSHäkˌhedid/






adjective




having thick, shaggy, and unkempt hair.













shocking

 
/ˈSHäkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing indignation or disgust; offensive




•
 
shocking behavior.










2.
 
causing a feeling of surprise and dismay




•
 
she brought shocking news.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very bad




•
 
I've got a shocking cold.














II.
 
derivatives





shockingness






noun





















shockingly

 
/ˈSHäkiNGlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that causes indignation, horror, or disgust




•
 
the debts were shockingly revealed to total $23 million




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a shockingly brutal act of violence.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 extremely




•
 
he is still as shockingly handsome as ever.



















shocking pink

 
/ˈSHäkiNG piNGk/






noun




a vibrant shade of pink.













shock jock






noun




a disc jockey on a talk-radio show who expresses opinions in a deliberately offensive or provocative way.













Shockley, William

 
/ˈSHäklē/






(1910–89), US physicist, born in Britain; full name 
William Bradford Shockley

 . Shockley and his researchers at Bell Laboratories developed the transistor in 1948. He later became a controversial figure because of his views on race and intelligence. Nobel Prize for Physics (1956), shared with John Bardeen and Walter Brattain.









shockproof

 
/ˈSHäkˌpro͞of/






adjective



1.
 
designed to resist damage when dropped or knocked




•
 
a shockproof watch.










2.
 
not easily shocked




•
 
the teacher puts them at ease by her shockproof attitude toward ignorance.



















shock stall






noun




a marked increase in drag and a loss of lift and control on an aircraft approaching the speed of sound.













shock tactic






noun




a strategy that uses violent or extreme action or imagery to shock someone into doing something




•
 
they are prepared to use shock tactics to get their message across.



















shock therapy

 
/SHäk ˈTHerəpē /

 
shock treatment






noun



1.
 
treatment of chronic mental conditions by electroconvulsive therapy or by inducing physiological shock.




2.
 
sudden and drastic measures taken to solve an intractable problem.














shock troops

 
/ˈSHäk ˌtro͞ops/






plural noun




a group of soldiers trained specially for carrying out a sudden assault.













shockumentary

 
/ˌSHäkyəˈmen(t)ərē/





I.
 
noun




a documentary film or program that deals with subjects such as death or violence in a graphic and often sensationalized way.











– origin

 1970s: blend of shock
 1
 and documentary
 .





shock wave

 
/ˈSHäk ˌwāv/






noun



1.
 
a sharp change of pressure in a narrow region traveling through a medium, especially air, caused by explosion or by a body moving faster than sound.




2.
 
(usu. 
shock waves

 )
 — a widespread feeling of shock caused by an unexpected event




•
 
the oil embargo 
sent shock waves through

 the American economy.



















shock worker






noun




(in the former Soviet Union) a worker whose group exceeded production quotas and was assigned to a particularly urgent or arduous task.














shod

 
/SHäd/






past and past participle of shoe
 .









shoddy

 
/ˈSHädē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
badly made or done




•
 
we're not paying good money for shoddy goods.










2.
 
lacking moral principle; sordid




•
 
a shoddy misuse of the honor system.














II.
 
noun




an inferior quality yarn or fabric made from the shredded fiber of waste woolen cloth or clippings.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shoddily

 
/ˈSHädəlē /






adverb













2.
 
shoddiness

 
/ˈSHädēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






shoe

 
/SHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covering for the foot, typically made of leather, with a sturdy sole and not reaching above the ankle.




2.
 
a horseshoe.




3.
 
something resembling a shoe in shape or use, in particular




4.
 
a drag for a wheel.




5.
 
short for brake shoe
 .




6.
 
a socket, especially on a camera, for fitting a flash unit or other accessory.




7.
 
a metal rim or ferrule, especially on the runner of a sled.




8.
 
a box from which cards are dealt in casinos at baccarat or some other card games.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit (a horse) with a shoe or shoes.




2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ] (
be shod

 )
 — (of a person) be wearing shoes of a specified kind




•
 
his large feet were shod in sneakers.










3.
 
protect (the end of an object such as a pole) with a metal shoe




•
 
the four wooden balks were each shod with heavy iron heads.










4.
 
fit a tire to (a wheel).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or put oneself) in another person's shoes






be (or put oneself) in another person's situation or predicament




•
 
if I'd been in your shoes I'd have walked out on him.















2.
 
dead men's shoes






property or a position coveted by a prospective successor but available only on a person's death.









3.
 
if the shoe fits, wear it








(N. Amer.)

 used as a way of suggesting that someone should accept a generalized remark or criticism as applying to themselves.









4.
 boot) is on the other foot ">
the shoe ( boot) is on the other foot






the situation, in particular the holding of advantage, has reversed.









5.
 
shoe leather








‹informal›

 used in reference to the wear on shoes through walking




•
 
you can save on shoe leather by giving us your instructions over the telephone.















6.
 
wait for the other shoe to drop








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be prepared for a further or consequential event or complication to occur.












IV.
 
derivatives





shoeless

 
/ˈSHo͞oləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scōh

 (noun), 
scōg(e)an

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schoen

 and German 
Schuh

 .





shoebill

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌbil/






noun




an African stork with gray plumage and a very large bill shaped like a wooden shoe.

[
Balaeniceps rex

 , the only member of the family 
Balaenicipitidae

 .]













shoeblack

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌblak/






noun






‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who shines the shoes of passersby for payment.













shoebox

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a box in which a pair of shoes is delivered or sold.




2.
 
used in references to small or uniform rooms or spaces




•
 
a shoebox of a room.



















shoegazing

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌɡāziNG /

 
shoegaze





I.
 
noun




a style of rock music characterized by a sound in which the distinctions between separate instruments and vocals are blurred




•
 
we're influenced by an array of different genres ranging from shoegazing to 90s acid house




•
 
a rich sound that encompasses elements of shoegaze, psychedelia, and krautrock




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a post-punk shoegaze band.














II.
 
derivatives





shoegazer

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌɡāzər /






noun



















– origin

 1990s: from the supposed tendency of the performers to look down (especially in order to operate guitar effects pedals) rather than at the audience.





shoehorn

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌhôrn/





I.
 
noun




a curved instrument used to ease one's heel into a shoe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force into an inadequate space




•
 
people were shoehorned into cramped corners.



















shoelace

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌlās/






noun




a cord or leather strip passed through eyelets or hooks on opposite sides of a shoe and pulled tight and fastened.













shoemaker

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes shoes and other footwear as a profession.








II.
 
derivatives





shoemaking

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmākiNG /






noun





















Shoemaker, Willie

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmākər/






(1931–2003), US jockey; full name 
William Lee Shoemaker

 . He held the record in horse racing for all-time career wins (8,833) from 1970 until 1999. He won the Kentucky Derby four times (1955, 1959, 1965, 1986), the Belmont Stakes five times (1957, 1959, 1962, 1967, 1975), and the Preakness twice (1963, 1967).









Shoemaker–Levy 9

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmākər ˈlēvē ˈnīn/





I.
 
a comet discovered in March 1993, when it had just broken up as a result of passing very close to Jupiter. In July 1994 more than twenty separate fragments impacted successively on Jupiter, causing large explosions in its atmosphere.







– origin

 named after Carolyn (1929–) and Eugene 
Shoemaker

 (1928–97), US astronomers, and David 
Levy

 (1948–), Canadian astronomer, discoverers of the comet.





shoepac

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌpak /

 
shoepack





I.
 
noun




a commercially manufactured oiled leather boot, typically having a rubber sole.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Delaware (Unami) 
sippack

 ‘shoes,’ from 
čípahkpo

 ‘moccasins,’ later assimilated to shoe
 .





shoeshine

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌSHīn/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an act of polishing someone's shoes, especially for payment


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a shoeshine boy.














II.
 
derivatives





shoeshiner






noun





















shoestring

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌstriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a small or inadequate budget




•
 
they proved capable of producing high-quality material 
on a shoestring






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a shoestring budget.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shoelace.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a save or tackle in sports) near or around the ankles or feet, or just above the ground.













shoestring potatoes






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 potatoes cut into long thin strips and deep-fried.













shoe tree

 
/SHo͞o trē/






noun




a shaped block inserted into a shoe when it is not being worn, to keep the shoe in shape.













shofar

 
/ˈSHōfər, SHōˈfär/





I.
 
noun




a ram's-horn trumpet used by ancient Jews in religious ceremonies and as a battle signal, now sounded at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
šōp̱ār

 , (plural) 
šōp̱ārōṯ

 .





shogun

 
/ˈSHōɡən/





I.
 
noun




a hereditary commander-in-chief in feudal Japan. Because of the military power concentrated in his hands and the consequent weakness of the nominal head of state (the mikado or emperor), the shogun was generally the real ruler of the country until feudalism was abolished in 1867.








II.
 
derivatives





shogunate

 
/ˈSHōɡ(ə)nət ˈSHōɡəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 Japanese, from Chinese 
jiāng jūn

 ‘general.’





shoji

 
/ˈSHōjē /

 
shoji screen





I.
 
noun




(in Japan) a sliding outer or inner door made of a latticed screen covered with white paper.











– origin

 from Japanese 
shōji

 .






shojo

 
/ˈSHōˌjō/





I.
 
noun




a genre of Japanese comics and animated films aimed primarily at a young female audience, typically characterized by a focus on personal and romantic relationships


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the world of 
shojo manga

 is the natural habitat for love stories of all possibilities and combinations.

















– origin

 1980s: from Japanese 
shōjo

 ‘young woman, girl.’ Compare with shonen
 .






Sholom Aleichem

 
/ˈSHōləm əˈlākəm/






(1859–1916), US Yiddish writer; born in Ukraine; born 
Solomon J. Rabinowitz

 . He wrote about common Russian Jews who lived in small towns. His stories, especially 
Tevye's Daughters

 (1894) formed the basis for the musical 
Fiddler on the Roof

 (1964).









Shona

 
/ˈSHōnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples inhabiting parts of southern Africa.

See also Mashona
 .




2.
 
any of the Bantu languages spoken by the Shona.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shona or their languages.











– origin

 a local name.





shone

 
/SHōn/






past and past participle of shine
 .










shonen

 
/ˈSHōnən/





I.
 
noun




a genre of Japanese comics and animated films aimed primarily at a young male audience, typically characterized by action-filled plots


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
manga artists use the eyes to indicate emotions and sensitivity, not a high priority in early 
shonen manga

 .

















– origin

 1980s: from Japanese 
shōnen

 ‘boy.’ Compare with shojo
 .





shoo

 
/SHo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




a word said to frighten or drive away a person or animal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a person or animal) go away by waving one's arms at them, saying “shoo,” or otherwise acting in a discouraging manner




•
 
I went to comfort her but she shooed me away.

















– origin

 a natural exclamation: first recorded in late Middle English. The verb use dates from the early 17th cent.





shoo-fly pie

 
shoofly pie





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rich pie made with molasses and topped with crumbs.











– origin

 from the US interjection 
shoo-fly

 (referring to the need to wave flies away from the sweet treacle).





shoo-in

 
/ˈSHo͞o ˌin/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that is certain to succeed, especially someone who is certain to win a competition




•
 
he was 
a shoo-in for

 re-election.

















– origin

 1930s: from the earlier use of the term denoting the winner of a rigged horse race.





shook1


 
/SHo͝ok/





I.
 
verb




past of shake
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
shook up

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 emotionally or physically disturbed; upset




•
 
she looks pretty shook up from the letter.



















shook2


 
/SHo͝ok/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a set of components ready for assembly into a box or cask.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






shoot

 
/SHo͞ot/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — kill or wound (a person or animal) with a bullet or arrow




•
 
he was shot in the leg during an armed robbery




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
troops 
shot dead

 29 people.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fire a bullet from a gun or discharge an arrow from a bow




•
 
he shot at me twice




•
 
the troops were ordered to 
shoot to kill






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they shot a volley of arrows into the village.










3.
 
cause (a gun) to fire.




4.
 
damage or remove (something) with a bullet or missile




•
 
Guy, shoot their hats off.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — hunt game with a gun




•
 
we go to Scotland to shoot every autumn.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
shoot over

 )
 — shoot game over (an estate or other area of countryside).




7.
 
shoot game in or on (an estate, cover, etc.).




8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move suddenly and rapidly in a particular direction




•
 
the car shot forward




•
 
Ward's hand shot out, grabbing his arm.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move suddenly and rapidly in a particular direction




•
 
he would have fallen if Marc hadn't shot out a hand to stop him




•
 
Beauchamp shot United into the lead.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct (a glance, question, or remark) at someone


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
Luke shot her a quick glance




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I can't believe what I'm hearing,” she 
shot back

 .










11.
 
used to invite a comment or question




•
 
“May I just ask you one more question?” “Shoot.”










12.
 
(of a pain) move with a sharp stabbing sensation




•
 
Claudia felt a shaft of pain shoot through her chest




•
 


‹figurative›

 a pang of regret shot through her.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a boat) sweep swiftly down or under (rapids, a waterfall, or a bridge).




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a motor vehicle) pass (a traffic light at red).




15.
 
extend sharply in a particular direction




•
 
a road that seemed to just shoot upward at a terrifying angle.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a door bolt) to fasten or unfasten a door.




17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in soccer, hockey, basketball, etc.) kick, hit, or throw the ball or puck in an attempt to score a goal




•
 
Williams twice shot wide




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
after school, we'd go straight out in the alley to shoot baskets.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 make (a specified score) for a round of golf




•
 
in the second round he shot a 65.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 play a game of (pool or dice).




20.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — film or photograph (a scene, film, etc.)




•
 
she has just been commissioned to shoot a video




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
point the camera and just shoot—nothing could be easier.










21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant or seed) send out buds or shoots; germinate.




22.
 
(of a bud or shoot) appear; sprout.




23.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 inject oneself or another person with (a narcotic drug)




•
 
he shot dope into his arm.










24.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — plane (the edge of a board) accurately.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a young branch or sucker springing from the main stock of a tree or other plant




•
 
he nipped off the new shoots that grew where the leaves joined the stems.










2.
 
an occasion when a group of people hunt and shoot game for sport




•
 
a grouse shoot.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 land used for shooting game.




4.
 
a shooting match or contest




•
 
activities include a weekly rifle shoot.










5.
 
an occasion when a professional photographer takes photographs or when a film or video is being made




•
 
a photo shoot




•
 
a fashion shoot.










6.
 
variant spelling of chute
 1
 .




7.
 
a rapid in a stream




•
 
follow the portages that skirt all nine shoots of whitewater.














III.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for ‘shit’




•
 
shoot, it was a great day to be alive.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
have shot one's bolt






see bolt
 1
 .









2.
 
shoot the breeze (or the bull)








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 have a casual conversation.









3.
 
shoot one's cuffs






pull one's shirt cuffs out to project beyond the cuffs of one's jacket or coat.









4.
 
shoot from the hip








‹informal›

 react suddenly or without careful consideration of one's words or actions.









5.
 
shoot oneself in the foot








‹informal›

 inadvertently make a situation worse for oneself.









6.
 
shoot it out








‹informal›

 engage in a decisive confrontation, typically a gun battle.









7.
 
shoot a line








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 describe something in an exaggerated, untruthful, or boastful way




•
 
he never shot a line about his escapades.















8.
 
shoot one's mouth off








‹informal›

 talk boastfully or indiscreetly.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
shoot someone/something down





a.
 
bring down an aircraft or missile by shooting at it




•
 
their helicopter was shot down by an air-to-air missile.










b.
 
kill or wound someone by shooting them, especially in a ruthless way




•
 
troops shot down 28 demonstrators.










c.
 
crush someone or their opinions by forceful criticism or argument




•
 
she tried to argue and got 
shot down in flames

 for her trouble.















2.
 
shoot through








(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 leave, typically to escape from or avoid someone or something




•
 
me wife's shot through and I can't pay the rent.







[1940s: from 
shoot through like a Bondi tram

 (Bondi being the name of a Sydney suburb).]









3.
 
shoot up





a.
 
(especially of a child) grow taller rapidly




•
 
when she hit thirteen she shot up to a startling 5 foot 9.










b.
 
(of a price or amount) rise suddenly.




c.
 
see shoot someone/something up
 below.









4.
 
shoot someone/something up





a.
 
cause great damage to something by shooting; kill or wound someone by shooting




•
 
the police shot up our building.










b.
 
(also 
shoot up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 inject a narcotic drug; inject someone with a narcotic drug




•
 
she went home and shot up alone in her room




•
 
I was shooting up cocaine.




•
 
shoot people up with the new chemical and see what happens.


















VI.
 
derivatives





shootable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scēotan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
scieten

 and German 
schiessen

 , also to sheet
 1
 , shot
 1
 , and shut
 .





shoot-down






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an act or instance of bringing down an aircraft by shooting at it.













shoot-'em-up

 
/ˈSHo͞odəməp/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a fast-moving story or movie, of which gunfire is a dominant feature.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a simple computer game in which the sole objective is to kill as many enemies as possible to achieve a high score.













shooter

 
/ˈSHo͞odər/






noun



1.
 
a person who uses a gun either regularly or on a particular occasion.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a gun.




3.
 
a type of computer game in which the main objective is to shoot at enemies or other targets




•
 
a futuristic sci-fi shooter.










4.
 
a member of a team in games such as basketball whose role is to attempt to score goals.




5.
 
a person who throws a die or dice.




6.
 
a marble used to shoot at other marbles.




7.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small alcoholic drink, especially of distilled liquor




•
 
geez, he could use a shooter of whiskey.



















shootie

 
/ˈSHo͞odē/





I.
 
noun




a woman's ankle-high bootlike shoe.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of shoe
 and bootie
 .





shooting

 
/ˈSHo͞odiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or practice of shooting




•
 
the unprovoked shooting of civilians by soldiers




•
 
20,000 fatal shootings a year.










2.
 
the sport or pastime of shooting with a gun.




3.
 
the right of shooting game over an area of land.




4.
 
an estate or other area rented to shoot over.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
moving or growing quickly




•
 
shooting beams of light played over the sea.










2.
 
(of a pain) sudden and piercing.








III.
 
phrases





the whole shooting match








‹informal›

 everything




•
 
the whole shooting match is being computerized.























shooting board






noun




a board with a step-shaped profile used to guide the motion of a plane relative to a workpiece to ensure accurate planing.













shooting brake

 
/ˈSHo͞odiNG ˌbrāk/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a station wagon.













shooting coat






noun



1.
 
a padded waterproof coat with large pockets, worn when shooting game.




2.
 
archaic term for morning coat
 .













shooting gallery

 
/ˈSHo͞odiNG ˌɡal(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
a room or fairground booth used for recreational shooting at targets with guns or air guns.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a place used for taking drugs, especially injecting heroin.













shooting iron

 
/ˈSHo͞odiNG ˌī(ə)rn ˈSHo͞otn ˌī(ə)rn/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a firearm.













shooting range

 
/ˈSHo͞odiNG ˌrānj/






noun




an area provided with targets for the controlled practice of shooting.













shooting script






noun




a final movie or television script with scenes arranged in the order in which they will be filmed.













shooting star1


 
/ˈˌSHo͞odiNG ˈˌstär/






noun




a small, rapidly moving meteor burning up on entering the earth's atmosphere.













shooting star2


 
/ˈˌSHo͞odiNG ˈˌstär/






noun




a North American plant of the primrose family, with white, pink, or purple hanging flowers with backward curving petals. The flowers are carried above the leaves on slender stems and turn to face up following fertilization.

[Genus 
Dodecatheon

 , family 
Primulaceae

 : several species, esp. 
D. meadia

 .]













shooting stick

 
/ˈSHo͞odiNG ˌstik/






noun




a walking stick with a handle that unfolds to form a seat and a sharpened end that can be stuck firmly in the ground.













shooting war






noun




a war in which there is armed conflict, as opposed to mere threats, propaganda, or sanctions.













shootist

 
/ˈSHo͞odəst/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who shoots, especially one skilled in shooting, as a marksman.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
shoot

 + 
-ist

 .





shoot-out

 
/ˈSHo͞o ˌdout/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a decisive gun battle.




2.
 
(also 
penalty shoot-out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
[Soccer]

 a tiebreaker decided by each side taking a specified number of penalty kicks.













shoot-the-chute

 
shoot-the-chutes





I.
 
noun




another term for chute-the-chute
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (
shoot the chute

 or 
shoot the chutes

 )


1.
 
another term for chute the chute
 (see chute-the-chute
 ).














shop

 
/SHäp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building or part of a building where goods or services are sold; a store




•
 
a card shop




•
 
a barber shop.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an act of going shopping




•
 
she slogged her way around the supermarket doing the weekly shop.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place where things are manufactured or repaired; a workshop




•
 
an auto repair shop.










4.
 
a room or department in a factory where a particular stage of production is carried out




•
 
the machine shop.










5.
 
short for shop class
 :




•
 
I got an A in shop last year.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — visit one or more stores or websites to buy goods




•
 
she 
shopped for

 groceries twice a week




•
 
sometimes it's more convenient to shop online




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
take a trip to downtown San Diego to shop the upscale stores of Horton Plaza.










2.
 
(
shop around

 )
 — look for the best available price or rate for something




•
 
they shopped around for cheaper food.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 inform on (someone)




•
 
a concerned member of the public had shopped him—wrongly—for accepting monetary reward.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 alter (a photographic image) digitally using Photoshop image-editing software




•
 
saying this picture was shopped was the way her lawyers attempted damage control.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
close (or shut) up shop





a.
 
cease business or operation, either temporarily or permanently




•
 
the cafes must shut up shop by July 22.










b.
 


‹informal›

 stop some activity




•
 
rather than close up shop, the team has returned to fighting trim.















2.
 
set up shop






establish oneself in a business




•
 
he set up shop as a hairdresser in Soho.















3.
 
talk shop






discuss matters concerning one's work, especially at a social occasion when this is inappropriate.















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
eschoppe

 ‘lean-to booth,’ of West Germanic origin; related to German 
Schopf

 ‘porch’ and English dialect 
shippon

 ‘cattle shed.’ The verb is first recorded (mid 16th cent.) in the sense ‘imprison’ (from an obsolete slang use of the noun for ‘prison’), hence 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb.





shopaholic

 
/ˌSHäpəˈhôlik ˌSHäpəˈhälik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a compulsive shopper.











– origin

 1980s: blend of shop
 and alcoholic
 .






shop class






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a class in which practical skills such as carpentry or engineering are taught




•
 
back in high school I made a wooden dummy in shop class.



















shop floor

 
/ˈSHäp ˌflô(ə)r/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the part of a workshop or factory where production as distinct from administrative work is carried out




•
 
working conditions on the shop floor.



















shopfront

 
/ˈSHäpˌfrənt/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for storefront
 (
sense

 1).













shopgirl

 
/ˈSHäpɡərl /

 
shop girl






noun






‹dated›

 a female salesclerk.













shophouse

 
/ˈSHäpˌhous/






noun




(in Southeast Asia) a store opening onto the sidewalk and also used as the owner's residence.













shopkeeper

 
/ˈSHäpˌkēpər/





I.
 
noun




the owner and manager of a shop.








II.
 
derivatives





shopkeeping

 
/ˈSHäpˌkēpiNG /






noun





















shoplifting

 
/ˈSHäpˌliftiNG/





I.
 
noun




the criminal action of stealing goods from a shop while pretending to be a customer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shoplift

 
/ˈSHäpˌlift /






verb













2.
 
shoplifter

 
/ˈSHäpˌliftər /






noun





















shopman

 
/ˈSHäpmən/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a male salesclerk or shopkeeper.













shop owner






noun




the owner and manager of a shop




•
 
the friendly small shop owner who knows everybody.



















shoppe

 
/SHäp ˈSHäpē/






noun




a deliberately archaic spelling of shop
 , used in the hopes of imbuing a store with old-fashioned charm or quaintness:




•
 
the mishmash of the usual Tourist Gift Shoppe.



















shopper

 
/ˈSHäpər/






noun




a person who is shopping.













shopping

 
/ˈSHäpiNG/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the action or activity of purchasing goods from stores




•
 
shopping is so exhausting—all those decisions!




•
 
a busy shopping area.










2.
 
goods bought from stores, especially food and household goods




•
 
I unloaded all the shopping.



















shopping basket






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a basket used for carrying purchases home or before paying for them in a store




•
 
I had an hour to kill so I picked up a shopping basket and started browsing.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 see basket
 (
sense

 1).














shopping cart

 
/ˈSHäpiNG kärt/






noun



1.
 
a bag or basket on wheels for carrying shopping purchases, in particular one on wheels provided for the use of supermarket customers.




2.
 
see cart
 
(

 noun).













shopping center

 
/ˈSHäpiNG ˌsen(t)ər/






noun




an area or complex of stores with adjacent parking.













shopping list

 
/ˈSHäpiNG list/






noun



1.
 
a list of purchases to be made.




2.
 
a list of items to be considered or acted on




•
 
a lengthy shopping list of detailed proposals.



















shopping trolley

 
/ˈSHäpiNG ˈträlē/






noun




British term for shopping cart
 .













shop-soiled

 
/ˈSHäp ˌsoild/






adjective




British term for shopworn
 .














shop steward

 
/ˈSHäp ˌst(y)o͞oərd/






noun




a person elected by workers, for example in a factory, to represent them in dealings with management.













shoptalk

 
/ˈSHäpˌtôk /

 
shop talk






noun




conversation about one's occupation or business at an informal or social occasion.













shopwalker

 
/ˈSHäpˌwôkər/






noun




British term for floorwalker
 .













shop window

 
/ˈˌSHäp ˈˌwindō /

 
shopwindow






noun




a window of a store, in which goods are displayed.














shopworn

 
/ˈSHäpˌwôrn/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of an article) made dirty or imperfect by being displayed or handled in a store




•
 
he brought out some shopworn lettuce




•
 


‹figurative›

 he appraised his brown but slightly shopworn body in the mirror.



















shore1


 
/SHôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the land along the edge of a sea, lake, or other large body of water




•
 
I took the tiller and made for the shore.










2.
 


[Law]

 the land between ordinary high- and low-water marks.




3.
 
(usu. 
shores

 )
 — a country or other geographic area bounded by a coast




•
 
the shores of the New World.














II.
 
phrases





on shore






ashore; on land




•
 
are any of the crew left on shore?


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shoreless

 
/ˈSHôrləs /






adjective













2.
 
shoreward

 
/ˈSHôrwərd /






adjective, adverb













3.
 
shorewards

 
/ˈSHôrwərdz /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
schōre

 ; perhaps related to the verb shear
 .





shore2


 
/SHôr/





I.
 
noun




a prop or beam set obliquely against something weak or unstable as a support.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
shore something up

 )


1.
 
support or hold up something with props or beams




•
 
rescue workers had to shore up the building, which was in danger of collapse.










2.
 
support or assist something that would otherwise fail or decline




•
 
Congress approved a $700 billion plan to shore up the financial industry.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
schore

 ‘prop,’ of unknown origin.





shore3


 
/SHôr/






archaic past of shear
 .









Shore, Dinah

 
/SHôr/






(1916–93), US singer; born 
Frances Rose Shore

 . She was most noted for her years on television, appearing on 
The Dinah Shore Chevy Show

 (1956–63), 
Dinah's Place

 (1970–74), 
Dinah!

 (1974–80), and 
A Conversation with Dinah

 (1989–91).









shore-based

 
/ˈSHôrˌbāst/






adjective




operating from or based on a shore




•
 
shore-based guns.




















shorebird

 
/ˈSHôrbərd/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a wader of the order 
Charadriiformes

 , such as a sandpiper.




2.
 
any bird that frequents the shore.













shore crab






noun




a crab that inhabits the seashore and shallow waters.

[Several species, in particular the dark green 
common shore crab

 (
Carcinus maenas

 , family 
Carcinidae

 ) of Europe.]













shorelark

 
/ˈSHôrˌlärk/






noun




British term for horned lark
 .













shore leave

 
/ˈSHô(ə)r ˌlēv/






noun




leisure time spent ashore by a sailor




•
 
the hall was full of sailors 
on shore leave

 .



















shoreline

 
/ˈSHôrlīn/






noun




the line along which a large body of water meets the land




•
 
he walked along the shoreline.



















Shoreline

 
/ˈSHôrlīn/






a city in northwestern Washington, north of Seattle; pop. 52,005 (est. 2008).









shoreside

 
/ˈSHôrˌsīd/






noun




the edge of a shore


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a shoreside restaurant.




















shoring

 
/ˈSHôriNG/






noun




shores or props used to support or hold up something weak or unstable.













shorn

 
/SHôrn/






past participle of shear
 .










short

 
/SHôrt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
measuring a small distance from end to end




•
 
short, dark hair




•
 
a short flight of steps




•
 
the bed was too short for him.










2.
 
(of a journey) covering a small distance




•
 
the hotel is a short walk from the sea.










3.
 
(of a garment or sleeves on a garment) only covering the top part of a person's arms or legs




•
 
a short skirt.










4.
 
(of a person) small in height




•
 
he is short and tubby.










5.
 
(of a ball in cricket, a shot in tennis, etc.) traveling only a small distance before bouncing




•
 
he uses his opportunities to attack every short ball.










6.
 
short for shortstop
 .




7.
 
lasting or taking a small amount of time




•
 
visiting London for a short break




•
 
a short conversation.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — seeming to last less time than is the case; passing quickly




•
 
in 10 short years all this changed.










9.
 
(of a person's memory) retaining things for only a small amount of time




•
 
he has a short memory for past misdeeds.










10.
 


[Stock Market]

 (of stocks or other securities or commodities) sold in advance of being acquired, with reliance on the price falling so that a profit can be made.




11.
 


[Stock Market]

 (of a broker, position in the market, etc.) buying or based on stocks or other securities or commodities sold short.




12.
 
denoting or having a relatively early date for the maturing of a bill of exchange.




13.
 
relatively small in extent




•
 
a short speech




•
 
he wrote a short book.










14.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
short of/on

 )
 — not having enough of (something); lacking or deficient in




•
 
they were short of provisions




•
 
I know you're short on cash.










15.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in insufficient supply




•
 
food is short.










16.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) terse; uncivil




•
 
he was often sharp and rather 
short with

 her.










17.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) categorized as short with regard to quality and length (e.g., in standard British English the vowel in 
good

 is short as distinct from the long vowel in 
food

 ).




18.
 


[Prosody]

 (of a vowel or syllable) having the lesser of the two recognized durations.




19.
 
(of odds or a chance) reflecting or representing a high level of probability




•
 
they have been backed at short odds to win thousands.










20.
 
(of pastry) containing a high proportion of fat to flour and therefore crumbly.




21.
 
(of clay) having poor plasticity.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
(chiefly in sports) at, to, or over a relatively small distance




•
 
you go deep and you go short.










2.
 
not as far as the point aimed at; not far enough




•
 
all too often you pitch the ball short.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a drink of spirits served in a small measure.




2.
 
a short film as opposed to a feature film.




3.
 
a short sound such as a short signal in Morse code or a short vowel or syllable




•
 
her call was two longs and a short.










4.
 
a short circuit.




5.
 


[Stock Market]

 a person who sells short.




6.
 
(
shorts

 )
 — 

[Stock Market]

 short-dated stocks.




7.
 
(
shorts

 )
 — a mixture of bran and coarse flour.








IV.
 
verb



1.
 
short-circuit or cause to short-circuit


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the electrical circuit had 
shorted out






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
if the contact terminals are shorted, the battery quickly overheats.







[early 20th cent.: abbreviation.]




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Stock Market]

 sell (stocks or other securities or commodities) in advance of acquiring them, with the aim of making a profit when the price falls.








V.
 
phrases




1.
 taken) short ">
be caught ( taken) short





a.
 
be put at a disadvantage




•
 
the troubled company has been caught short by price competition in a recession-stricken market.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 urgently need to urinate or defecate.









2.
 
two bricks short of a load






(, 
an oar short of a pair

 , etc.)
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) stupid; crazy




•
 
she's two bricks short of a load.















3.
 
bring (or pull) someone up short






make someone check or pause abruptly




•
 
he was entering the office when he was brought up short by the sight of John.















4.
 
come short





a.
 
fail to reach a goal or standard




•
 
we're so close to getting the job done, but we keep 
coming up

 short.










b.
 


(S. African)

 get into trouble




•
 
if you try to trick him you'll come short.















5.
 
for short






as an abbreviation or nickname




•
 
the File Transfer Protocol, or ftp for short.















6.
 short and curlies) ">
get (or have) someone by the short hairs ( short and curlies)








‹informal›

 have complete control of a person.

[from military slang, referring to pubic hair.]









7.
 
go short






not have enough of something, especially food




•
 
you won't go short when I die.















8.
 
in short






to sum up; briefly




•
 
different plants, different animals, different weather—in short, a whole different ecosystem.















9.
 
in short order








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 immediately; rapidly




•
 
after the killing the camp had been shut down in short order.















10.
 
in the short run






in the near future.









11.
 
in the short term






in the near future.









12.
 
little (or nothing) short of






almost (or equal to); little (or nothing) less than




•
 
he regarded the cost of living as little short of scandalous.















13.
 
make short work of






accomplish, consume, or destroy quickly




•
 
we made short work of our huge portions.















14.
 
sell short








[Stock Market]

 sell stock or other securities or commodities that one does not own at the time, in the hope of buying at a lower price before the delivery time.









15.
 
short and sweet






brief and pleasant




•
 
his comments were short and sweet.















16.
 
the short end of the stick








(N. Amer.)

 an outcome in which one has less advantage than others.









17.
 
short for






an abbreviation or nickname for




•
 
I'm Robbie—short for Roberta.















18.
 
short of





a.
 
less than




•
 
he died at sixty-one, four years short of his pensionable age.










b.
 
not reaching as far as




•
 
a rocket failure left a satellite tumbling in an orbit far short of its proper position.










c.
 
without going so far as (some extreme action)




•
 
short of putting out an all-persons alert, there's little else we can do.















19.
 
short of breath






panting; short-winded.









20.
 
short, sharp shock






see shock
 1
 .









21.
 
stop short

 
stop someone short






stop (or cause to stop) suddenly or abruptly.




•
 
she began to speak, but stopped short at the look on the other woman's face.




•
 
I was about to reply with a sarcastic remark when a thought stopped me short.















22.
 
stop short of






not go as far as (some extreme action)




•
 
the measures stopped short of establishing direct trade links.


















VI.
 
derivatives





shortish

 
/ˈSHôrdiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sceort

 , of Germanic origin; related to shirt
 and skirt
 .





short-acting

 
/ˈSHôrdaktiNG/






adjective




(chiefly of a drug) having effects that only last for a short time.













shortage

 
/ˈSHôrdij/






noun




a state or situation in which something needed cannot be obtained in sufficient amounts




•
 
a 
shortage of

 hard cash




•
 
food shortages.



















short-arm

 
/ˈSHôrdˌärm/






adjective




denoting a blow or throw executed with the arm not fully extended or with motion from the elbow only.














shortbread

 
/ˈSHôrtˌbred/





I.
 
noun




a crisp, rich, crumbly type of cookie made with butter, flour, and sugar.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
short

 from short
 in the sense ‘easily crumbled.’





shortcake

 
/ˈSHôrtˌkāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cake made of biscuit dough and typically served with fruit and whipped cream as a dessert.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dessert made from shortcake topped with fruit, typically strawberries, and whipped cream.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: see shortbread
 .





shortchange

 
/ˌSHôrtˈCHān(d)ZH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cheat (someone) by giving insufficient money as change




•
 
I'm sure I was shortchanged at the bar.










2.
 
treat unfairly by withholding something of value




•
 
residents perennially complain about their own children's needs being shortchanged.



















short circuit

 
/SHôrt ˈsərkət/





I.
 
noun




in a device, an electrical circuit of lower resistance than that of a normal circuit, typically resulting from the unintended contact of components and consequent accidental diversion of the current.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to an electrical device) malfunction or fail, or cause to do this, as a result of a short circuit across it


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the birds caused the electricity supply to short-circuit




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
water had leaked into the washing machine's motor, short-circuiting it.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shorten (a process or activity) by using a more direct (but often improper) method




•
 
the normal processes of a democracy should not be short-circuited.



















shortcoming

 
/ˈSHôrtˌkəmiNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
shortcomings

 )


1.
 
a fault or failure to meet a certain standard, typically in a person's character, a plan, or a system




•
 
he is so forthright about his shortcomings, it's hard to chastise him.



















short commons






plural noun




see commons
 .













short covering

 
/ˈˌSHôrt ˈkəv(ə)riNG/






noun




the buying in of stocks or other securities or commodities that have been sold short, typically to avoid loss when prices move upward.













shortcut

 
/ˈSHôrtˌkət/






noun



1.
 
a shorter alternative route.




2.
 
an accelerated way of doing or achieving something




•
 
the promise of 
a shortcut to

 optimum health and fitness is a tantalizing one.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a record of the address of a file, website, or other data made to enable quick access.













short-dated

 
/ˌSHôrtˈdādəd/






adjective




(of a stock or bond) due for early payment or redemption.













short-day

 
/ˈSHôrtdā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) needing a daily period of darkness of more than a certain length to initiate flowering, which therefore happens naturally as the days shorten in the autumn.














short division

 
/SHôrt dəˈviZHən/






noun




arithmetical division in which the quotient is written directly without a succession of intermediate calculations.













short-eared owl






noun




a migratory day-flying owl that frequents open country, found in northern Eurasia and North and South America.

[
Asio flammeus

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













shorten

 
/ˈSHôrtn/






verb



1.
 
make or become shorter


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he shortened his stride




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
around mid-September, days shorten and temperatures dip.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 reduce the amount of (sail) exposed to the wind.




3.
 
(with reference to gambling odds) make or become shorter; decrease


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the odds had shortened to 14-1.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Prosody]

 
[Phonetics]

 make (a vowel or syllable) short.













shortening

 
/ˈSHôrtniNG/






noun




butter or other fat used for making pastry or bread.













shortfall

 
/ˈSHôrtˌfôl/






noun




a deficit of something required or expected




•
 
they are facing an expected $10 billion 
shortfall in

 revenue.



















short-fused






adjective






‹informal›

 likely to lose one's temper.













short game






noun




the part of golf concerned with approach shots and putting




•
 
two tips to improve your short game.



















shorthair

 
/ˈSHôrtˌher/






noun




a cat of a short-haired breed.













short-haired

 
/ˌSHôrtˈherd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having short hair




•
 
a short-haired girl wearing glasses.










2.
 
(of a breed of dog or cat) having short hair or fur




•
 
short-haired, smooth-coated dogs.



















shorthand

 
/ˈSHôrtˌhand/






noun



1.
 
a method of rapid writing by means of abbreviations and symbols, used especially for taking dictation. The major systems of shorthand are those devised in 1837 by Sir Isaac Pitman and in 1888 by 
John R. Gregg

 (1867–1948).




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a short and simple way of expressing or referring to something




•
 
poetry for him is simply a 
shorthand for

 literature that has aesthetic value.



















short-handed

 
/SHôrt handəd/






adjective



1.
 
not having enough or the usual number of staff or crew




•
 
the kitchen was a bit short-handed




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
because two cashiers were out with the flu, we worked short-handed.










2.
 


[Ice Hockey]

 (of a goal) scored by a team playing with fewer players on the ice than their opponent.




3.
 
(of a situation) occurring while or because a team has fewer than six players on the ice.














short haul






noun




a relatively short distance in terms of travel or the transport of goods




•
 
it is only a short haul over the mountains to Los Angeles




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
short-haul routes.



















short hop





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 a batted or thrown ball that hits the ground and is caught low just as it makes a bounce




•
 
he got that one 
on the short hop

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
short-hop

 )


1.
 
(of a fielder) catch a ball just as it bounces from the ground




•
 
Boggs short-hopped it and threw to first.



















shorthorn

 
/ˈSHôrtˌhôrn/






noun




an animal of a breed of cattle with short horns.













short list

 
/ˈSHôrt ˌlist /

 
shortlist





I.
 
noun




a list of selected candidates from which a final choice is made




•
 
a short list of four companies.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (someone or something) on a short list




•
 
the novel was 
short-listed for

 the Booker Prize.



















short-lived

 
/ˌSHôrtˈlivd/






adjective




lasting only a short time




•
 
a short-lived romance




•
 
these benefits are likely to be short-lived.



















shortly

 
/ˈSHôrtlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a short time; soon




•
 
the new database will shortly be available for consultation




•
 
the flight was hijacked 
shortly after

 takeoff.










2.
 
in a few words; briefly




•
 
they received a letter shortly outlining the proposals.










3.
 
abruptly, sharply, or curtly




•
 
“Do you like football?” “I do not,” she said shortly.

















– origin

 Old English 
scortlīce

 (see short
 , -ly
 2
 ).





shortness

 
/ˈSHôrtnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being relatively small in height or length




•
 
because of my shortness I had to crane my head to see




•
 
women judged on the shortness of their skirts




•
 
the unnatural shortness of the bed.










2.
 
the quality of lasting a small amount of time




•
 
the shortness of the lease




•
 
shortness of memory.










3.
 
the quality of being relatively small in extent




•
 
I apologize for the shortness of this letter




•
 
his speech was excellent because of its shortness.










4.
 
(
shortness of

 )
 — the state of not having enough of something; lack




•
 
the school had to close due to shortness of staff




•
 
because of the shortness of time, question 4 remained unanswered




•
 
she suffers from 
shortness of breath

 .










5.
 
the quality of being abrupt or rude in speech




•
 
my 
shortness with

 people contributed to my demise.



















short order





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an order or dish of food that can be quickly prepared and served




•
 
a short order of souvlaki




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
I'm a short-order cook.














II.
 
phrases





in short order






see short
 .

















short-range

 
/ˈSHôrt ˈˌrānj/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a vehicle or missile) only able to be used or be effective over short distances




•
 
short-range nuclear weapons.










2.
 
of or over a short period of future time




•
 
short-range forecasting.



















short ribs






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a narrow cut of beef containing the ends of the ribs near the breastbone.













short-run

 
/ˈSHôrtˌrən/






adjective



1.
 
taken or considered over a short time period; short-term




•
 
the short-run impact appears to be positive.










2.
 


[Printing]

 produced in or relating to a print run of relatively few copies.














shorts

 
/SHôrts/






plural noun



1.
 
short pants that reach only to the thighs or knees




•
 
cycling shorts.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 men's underpants.













short score






noun






[Music]

 a score in which the parts are condensed onto a small number of staves.













short-sheet






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fold and arrange the sheet on (a bed) in such a way that anyone getting into the bed will be unable to stretch their legs out beyond the middle of the bed, as a practical joke.














short shrift






noun



1.
 
rapid and unsympathetic dismissal; curt treatment




•
 
the judge 
gave short shrift to

 an argument based on the right to free speech.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 little time between condemnation and execution or punishment.













shortsighted

 
/ˌSHôrtˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
British term for nearsighted
 .




2.
 
lacking imagination or foresight




•
 
expedient, shortsighted solutions to problems.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shortsightedly

 
/ˌSHôrtˈsīdidlē /






adverb













2.
 
shortsightedness

 
/ˌSHôrtˈsīdidnəs /






noun





















shortsightedness

 
/ˌSHôrtˈsīdidnəs/






noun



1.
 
British term for nearsightedness
 :




•
 
laser eye surgery to correct shortsightedness.










2.
 
lack of imagination or foresight




•
 
the policy is flawed by its extreme shortsightedness.



















short-sleeved

 
/ˌSHôrtˈslēvd/






adjective




having sleeves that do not reach below the elbow




•
 
a short-sleeved silk top.



















short-staffed

 
//






adjective




having too few or fewer than the usual number of staff




•
 
we're rather short-staffed what with Christmas and everything.



















short-stay

 
/SHôrt stā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a place in which someone or something stays or remains for only a short period




•
 
short-stay accommodations.










2.
 
denoting a person staying somewhere for only a short period of time




•
 
short-stay patients.




















shortstop

 
/ˈSHôrtˌstäp/






noun






[Baseball]

 a fielder positioned in the infield between second and third base, or the position itself.













short story

 
/SHôrt ˈstôrē/






noun




a story with a fully developed theme but significantly shorter and less elaborate than a novel.













short subject






noun






(chiefly US)

 a short movie, typically one shown before the screening of a feature film.













short suit






noun




(in bridge or whist) a holding of only one or two cards of one suit in a hand.













short-tailed weasel






noun




another term for stoat
 .













short temper






noun




a tendency to lose one's temper quickly.













short-tempered






adjective




quick to lose one's temper.













short tennis






noun




tennis played on a small court with a small racket and a soft ball, used especially as an introduction to the game for children.













short-term

 
/ˈSHôrt ˈˌtərm/






adjective




occurring in or relating to a relatively short period of time




•
 
it might be a wise short-term investment.



















short-termism

 
/ˌSHôrtˈtərmizəm/






noun




concentration on short-term projects or objectives for immediate profit at the expense of long-term security.













short-timer

 
/ˌSHôrtˈtīmər/






noun






(US)

 
‹military slang›

 a person nearing the end of their period of military service.













short title






noun




an abbreviated form of a title of a book or document.













short-track






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting or relating to a race, especially in speed skating or motorsports, which is held on a short track




•
 
possibly the greatest short-track speed skater in this country's history




•
 
it was the best short-track car I've had.



















short waist






noun



1.
 
a short upper body, with a high waist.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a woman's dress with a high waist.













shortwave

 
/ˈSHôrtwāv/






noun



1.
 
a radio wave of a wavelength between about 10 and 100 m (and a frequency of about 3 to 30 MHz)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a shortwave transmitter.










2.
 
broadcasting using radio waves of between 10 and 100 m wavelength


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
shortwave radio.



















short weight






noun




weight that is less than that declared




•
 
unscrupulous retailers give short weight by including an excessive amount of packaging.



















short-winded

 
/ˌSHôrtˈwindəd/






adjective




(of a person) out of breath or quickly becoming so.













shorty

 
/ˈSHôrdē /

 
shortie






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is shorter than average (often used as a nickname).




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a short garment, especially a short dress or nightgown




•
 
she pulled on a shorty nightshirt.



















Shoshone

 
/SHōˈSHōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living chiefly in Wyoming, Idaho, and Nevada.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Shoshone.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shoshone or their language.











– origin

 of unknown origin.





Shostakovich, Dmitri

 
/ˌSHästəˈkōviCH, ˌSHôstəˈkôviCH/






(1906–75), Russian composer; full name 
Dmitri Dmitrievich Shostakovich

 . Although he experimented with atonality and 12-note techniques, his music always returned to a basic tonality.










shot1


 
/SHät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the firing of a gun or cannon




•
 
he brought down a caribou with a single shot to the neck




•
 


‹figurative›

 the opening shots have been fired in a legal battle over repairs.










2.
 
an attempt to hit a target by shooting




•
 
he asked me if I would like to 
have a shot

 at a pheasant.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the range of a gun or cannon




•
 
six more desperadoes came galloping up and halted just out of rifle shot.










4.
 
a critical or aggressive remark




•
 
Paul tried one last shot—“You realize what you want will cost more money?”










5.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person with a specified level of ability in shooting




•
 
he was an excellent shot at short and long distances.










6.
 
a hit, stroke, or kick of the ball in sports such as basketball, tennis, or golf




•
 
his partner pulled off a winning backhand shot.










7.
 
an attempt to drive a ball into a goal; an attempt to score




•
 
he 
took a shot

 that the goalie stopped.










8.
 


‹informal›

 an attempt to do something




•
 
several of the competitors will 
have a shot

 at the title.










9.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — a ball of stone or metal used as a missile fired from a large gun or cannon.




10.
 
(also 
lead shot

 )
 — tiny lead pellets used in quantity in a single charge or cartridge in a shotgun.




11.
 
a heavy ball thrown by a shot-putter.




12.
 
a photograph




•
 
she 
took a shot

 of me holding a lamp near my face.










13.
 
a film sequence photographed continuously by one camera




•
 
the movie's opening shot is of a character walking across a featureless landscape.










14.
 
the range of a camera's view




•
 
a prop man was standing just 
out of shot

 .










15.
 
a small drink, especially of distilled liquor




•
 
he took a shot of whiskey.










16.
 
a single serving of espresso




•
 
steamed milk with a shot of espresso.










17.
 
an injection of a drug or vaccine




•
 
Jerry gave the monkey a shot of a sedative.










18.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — the launch of a space rocket




•
 
a moon shot.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
give it one's best shot








‹informal›

 do the best that one can.









2.
 
like a shot








‹informal›

 without hesitation; willingly




•
 
“Would you go back?” “Like a shot.”















3.
 
a shot across the bows






see bow
 3
 .









4.
 
a shot in the arm








‹informal›

 an encouraging stimulus




•
 
the movie was a real shot in the arm for our crew.















5.
 
a shot in the dark






see dark
 .















– origin

 Old English 
sc(e)ot

 , 
gesc(e)ot

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Geschoss

 , from the base of the verb shoot
 .






shot2


 
/SHät/





I.
 
verb




past and past participle of shoot
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of colored cloth) woven with a warp and weft of different colors, giving a contrasting iridescent effect when looked at from different angles




•
 
a dress of shot silk.










2.
 
interspersed with a different color




•
 
dark hair 
shot with

 silver.










3.
 


‹informal›

 ruined or worn out




•
 
a completely shot engine will put you out of the race




•
 
my nerves are shot.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 drunk.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (or be) shot of








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 get (or be) rid of.









2.
 
shot through with






suffused with (a particular feature or quality)




•
 
the mist was shot through with orange spokes of light.















3.
 
shot to pieces (or to hell)








‹informal›

 ruined.

















shot-blast

 
/ˈSHätˌblast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean or strip (a metal or other surface) by directing a high-speed stream of steel particles at it.













shotcrete

 
/ˈSHätkrēt/





I.
 
noun




another term for gunite
 .











– origin

 1950s: from shot
 2
 + concrete
 .





shot glass






noun




a small glass used for serving liquor.














shotgun

 
/ˈSHätˌɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smoothbore gun for firing small shot at short range.




2.
 
(also 
shotgun formation

 )
 — 

[Football]

 an offensive formation in which the quarterback receives the snap while standing several yards behind the line of scrimmage.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the front passenger seat in a vehicle




•
 
Katherine sits in shotgun and gives Maria directions




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
all the back benches in the shuttle were full when I arrived, so I took the shotgun seat.










4.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used to claim the right to sit in the front passenger seat of a vehicle on a particular journey




•
 
‘Shotgun!’ she yelled and tossed the keys to Veronica.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 aimed at a wide range of things; having no specific target




•
 
many companies use the shotgun approach, aiming advertising at the widest possible audience.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting a long, narrow single-story house whose rooms are arranged one behind another




•
 
his family lived in a shotgun shack in South Memphis.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot at or kill with a shotgun




•
 
he had been shotgunned by drug dealers.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 consume (a canned drink) in one go by puncturing the can, putting one’s mouth over the resulting hole, and then opening the can by means of the ring pull to produce a rapid flow




•
 
shotgunning beers.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
call shotgun








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 claim the right to sit in the front passenger seat of a vehicle on a particular journey




•
 
my girlfriend called shotgun, so I sat in the back seat.















2.
 
ride shotgun

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






a.
 
travel as a guard in the seat next to the driver of a vehicle




•
 
police armed with automatic rifles ride shotgun on the trucks.










b.
 
ride in the front passenger seat of a vehicle




•
 
Jacob got in the back seat next to Katie and Jessica rode shotgun.























shotgun marriage

 
/ˈˌSHätˌɡən ˈmerij /

 
shotgun wedding






noun






‹informal›

 an enforced or hurried wedding, especially because the bride is pregnant.













shotgun microphone






noun




another term for gun microphone
 .













shot hole

 
/SHät hōl/






noun



1.
 
a hole made by the passage of a shot.




2.
 
a hole bored in rock for the insertion of a blasting charge.




3.
 
a small round hole made in a leaf by a fungus or bacterium, especially in a fruit tree following an attack of leaf spot.




4.
 
a small hole made in wood by a boring beetle.













shotmaking

 
/ˈSHätˌmākiNG/





I.
 
noun




the playing of aggressive or decisive strokes in tennis, golf, and other games.








II.
 
derivatives





shotmaker

 
/-ˌmākər /






noun





















Shotokan

 
/SHōˈtōkən/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a style of karate that is popular in many countries.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
shō

 ‘right, true’ + 
to

 ‘way’ + 
kan

 ‘mansion.’






shot-peen

 
/ˈSHätˌpēn/






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shape (sheet metal) by bombarding it with a stream of metal shot.













shot put

 
/ˈSHät ˌpo͝ot/





I.
 
noun




an athletic contest in which a very heavy round ball is thrown as far as possible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shot-putter

 
/ˈSHät ˌpo͝odər /






noun













2.
 
shot-putting






noun





















shotted

 
/ˈSHädəd/






adjective




filled or weighted with shot.













shotten herring

 
/ˈSHätn ˌheriNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herring that has spawned.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a weakened or dispirited person.











– origin

 Middle English: 
shotten

 , archaic past participle of shoot
 , in the specialized sense ‘discharge (spawn).’





shot tower






noun






‹historical›

 a tower in which shot was made from molten lead poured through sieves at the top and falling into water at the bottom.













should

 
/SHo͝od SHəd/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
used to indicate obligation, duty, or correctness, typically when criticizing someone's actions




•
 
he should have been careful




•
 
I think we should trust our people more




•
 
you shouldn't have gone.










2.
 
indicating a desirable or expected state




•
 
by now students should be able to read with a large degree of independence.










3.
 
used to give or ask advice or suggestions




•
 
you should go back to bed




•
 
what should I wear?










4.
 
(
I should

 )
 — used to give advice




•
 
I should hold out if I were you.










5.
 
used to indicate what is probable




•
 
$348 million should be enough to buy him out




•
 
the bus should arrive in a few minutes.










6.
 


‹formal›

 expressing the conditional mood.




7.
 
(in the first person) indicating the consequence of an imagined event




•
 
if I were to obey my first impulse, I should spend my days writing letters.










8.
 
referring to a possible event or situation




•
 
if you should change your mind, I'll be at the hotel




•
 
should anyone arrive late, admission is likely to be refused.










9.
 
used in a clause with “that” after a main clause describing feelings




•
 
it is astonishing that we should find violence here.










10.
 
used in a clause with “that” expressing purpose




•
 
in order that training should be effective it must be planned systematically.










11.
 
(in the first person) expressing a polite request or acceptance




•
 
we should be grateful for your advice.










12.
 
(in the first person) expressing a conjecture or hope




•
 
he'll have a sore head, I should imagine




•
 
“It won't happen again.” “I should hope not.”










13.
 
used to emphasize to a listener how striking an event is or was




•
 
you should have seen Marge's face.










14.
 
(
who/what should —— but

 )
 — emphasizing how surprising an event was




•
 
I was in this store when who should I see across the street but Toby.

















– origin

 Old English 
sceolde

 : past of shall
 . / 
usage:

 As with 
shall

 and 
will

 , there is confusion about when to use 
should

 and 
would

 . The traditional rule is that 
should

 is used with first person pronouns (
I

 and 
we

 ), as in I said 
I should

 be late, and 
would

 is used with second and third persons (
you

 , 
he

 , 
she

 , 
it

 , 
they

 ), as in you didn't say you 
would

 be late. In practice, however, 
would

 is normally used instead of 
should

 in reported speech and conditional clauses: I said 
I would

 be late; if we had known, 
we would

 have invited her. In spoken and informal contexts, the issue rarely arises, since the distinction is obscured by the use of the contracted forms 
I'd

 , 
we'd

 , etc. In modern English, uses of 
should

 are dominated by the senses relating to obligation (for which 
would

 cannot be substituted), as in you 
should

 go out more often, and for related emphatic uses, as in you 
should

 have seen her face!





shoulder

 
/ˈSHōldər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper joint of the human arm and the part of the body between this and the neck.




2.
 
(in quadrupeds) the joint of the upper forelimb and the adjacent part of the back.




3.
 
the part of a bird or insect at which the wing is attached.




4.
 
a large cut of meat from the upper foreleg and shoulder blade of an animal




•
 
a shoulder of lamb.










5.
 
a part of a garment covering the shoulder




•
 
a jacket with padded shoulders.










6.
 
(
shoulders

 )
 — the upper part of the back and arms




•
 
a tall youth with broad shoulders.










7.
 
(
shoulders

 )
 — the human shoulders regarded as bearing responsibility or hardship or providing strength




•
 
all accounts place the blame squarely on his shoulders.










8.
 
a part of something resembling a shoulder in shape, position, or function




•
 
the shoulder of a pulley.










9.
 
a point at which a steep slope descends from a plateau or highland area




•
 
the shoulder of the hill sloped down.










10.
 
a paved strip alongside a road for stopping on in an emergency.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (something heavy) over one's shoulder or shoulders to carry




•
 
we shouldered our crippling backpacks and set off slowly up the hill.










2.
 
take on (a burden or responsibility)




•
 
she shouldered the blame for the incident.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push (someone or something) out of one's way with one's shoulder




•
 
she shouldered him brusquely aside.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move by shouldering someone or something out of one's way




•
 
he shouldered past a woman with a baby




•
 
he 
shouldered his way

 through the seething mass of children.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be looking over one's shoulder






be anxious or insecure about a possible danger




•
 
takeovers are the thing that keeps suppliers looking over their shoulders.















2.
 
put one's shoulder to the wheel






set to work vigorously.









3.
 
shoulder arms






hold a rifle against the side of the body, barrel upward.









4.
 
a shoulder to cry on






someone who listens sympathetically to one's problems.









5.
 
shoulder to shoulder





a.
 
side by side




•
 
everyone is bunched together shoulder to shoulder.










b.
 
acting together toward a common aim; with united effort




•
 
we fought shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the country.





















– origin

 Old English 
sculdor

 ; related to Dutch 
schouder

 and German 
Schulter

 .





shoulder bag

 
/ˈSHōldər ˌbaɡ/






noun




a bag with a long strap that is hung over the shoulder.













shoulder belt

 
/ˈSHōldər belt/






noun



1.
 
a seat belt that passes over the shoulder and across the chest.




2.
 
a bandolier or other strap passing over one shoulder and under the opposite arm.














shoulder blade

 
/ˈSHōldər ˌblād/






noun




either of the large, flat, triangular bones that lie against the ribs in the upper back and provide attachments for the bone and muscles of the upper arm.

Also called scapula
 .













shouldered

 
/ˈSHōldərd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or garment) having shoulders of a specified kind




•
 
you're extremely narrow-shouldered




•
 
for a slim look, try skinny-shouldered jackets.



















shoulder harness






noun



1.
 
a strap worn around or across the shoulder, specifically.




2.
 
the part of a seat belt that lies diagonally across the chest.




3.
 
(also 
shoulder holster

 )
 — a strap worn around the shoulder and under one arm with a holster for carrying a firearm.













shoulder-high

 
/ˈˌSHōldər ˈhī/






adjective, adverb




up to or at the height of the shoulders


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a glade of shoulder-high grass




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he was lifted shoulder-high.



















shoulder holster

 
/ˈSHōldər ˌhōlstər/






noun




a gun holster worn under the armpit.













shoulder-in

 
/ˈSHōldərin/






noun




(in dressage) a movement in which the horse moves parallel to the side of the arena, with its hindquarters carried closer to the wall than its shoulders and its body curved toward the center.













shoulder joint

 
/ˈSHōldər joint/






noun




the joint connecting an upper limb or forelimb to the body. It is a ball-and-socket joint in which the head of the humerus fits into the socket of the scapula.













shoulder knot

 
/ˈSHōldər nät/






noun




a knot of ribbon, metal, or lace worn as part of ceremonial dress.













shoulder-length






adjective




(of hair) reaching down to the shoulders.













shoulder pad

 
/ˈSHōldər ˌpad/






noun



1.
 
a spongy, shaped pad sewn into the shoulder of a garment to provide bulk and shape.




2.
 
a hard protective pad for the shoulders used in certain sports, such as ice hockey and football.













shoulder season

 
shoulder period






noun




a travel period between peak and off-peak seasons.













shoulder stand






noun




a gymnastic movement in which, starting from a supine position, the torso and legs are raised vertically over the head and supported on the shoulders and arms.













shoulder strap

 
/ˈSHōldər ˌstrap/






noun



1.
 
a narrow strip of material going over the shoulder from the front to the back of a garment.




2.
 
a long strap attached to a bag for carrying it over the shoulder.




3.
 
a strip of cloth from shoulder to collar on a military uniform bearing a symbol of rank.













shoulder surfing





I.
 
noun




the practice of spying on the user of an ATM, computer, or other electronic device in order to obtain their personal access information.








II.
 
derivatives





shoulder surfer






noun





















shouldn't

 
/ˈSHo͝odnt/






contraction




should not.














shout

 
/SHout/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) utter a loud call or cry, typically as an expression of a strong emotion




•
 
she shouted for joy.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something very loudly; call out


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he leaned out of his window and shouted abuse at them




•
 
I 
shouted out

 a warning




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Come back!” she shouted.










3.
 
(
shout at

 )
 — speak loudly and angrily to; insult or scold loudly




•
 
he apologized because he had shouted at her in front of them all.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shout someone down

 )
 — prevent someone from speaking or being heard by shouting




•
 
he was shouted down as he tried to explain the decision.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — indicate or express (a particular quality or characteristic) unequivocally or powerfully




•
 
from crocodile handbag to gold-trimmed shoes, she shouted money.










6.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — 

(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 treat (someone) to (something, especially a drink)




•
 
I'll shout you a beer.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — buy a round of drinks




•
 
anyone shooting a hole in one must shout for all players present on the course.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud cry expressing a strong emotion or calling attention




•
 
his words were interrupted by warning shouts.










2.
 
(
one's shout

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 one's turn to buy a round of drinks




•
 
“Do you want another drink? My shout.”














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone a shout





a.
 


‹informal›

 call for someone's attention.




b.
 
call on or get in touch with someone.









2.
 
in with a shout








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 having a good chance




•
 
they were definitely in with a shout of bringing off a victory.















3.
 
shout something from the rooftops






talk about something openly and jubilantly, especially something that is personal or has previously been kept secret.









4.
 
shout the odds








(chiefly Brit.)

 talk in a loud and opinionated way.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shouter






noun













2.
 
shouty






adjective




(
 — 

‹informal›





















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to shoot
 ; compare with Old Norse 
skúta

 ‘a taunt,’ also with the verb scout
 2
 .





shouting match

 
/SHoudiNG maCH/






noun




a loud quarrel.













shout-out






noun






‹informal›

 a message of congratulation, support, or appreciation




•
 
a special shout-out to Marlon Brando, Al Pacino, James Gandolfini, and Robert DeNiro for being such kick-ass cinematic mobsters.




















shove

 
/SHəv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
push (someone or something) roughly




•
 
police started 
pushing and shoving

 people down the street




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
kids pushed, kicked, and shoved.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make one's way by pushing someone or something




•
 
Woody shoved past him.










3.
 
put (something) somewhere carelessly or roughly




•
 
she shoved the books into her briefcase.










4.
 
(
shove it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express angry dismissal of something




•
 
I should have told the boss to shove it.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a strong push




•
 
she gave him a hefty shove and he nearly fell.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





shove off





a.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go away




•
 
shove off—you're bothering the customers.










b.
 
push away from the shore or another vessel in a boat.















– origin

 Old English 
scūfan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schuiven

 and German 
schieben

 , also to shuffle
 .





shove-halfpenny

 
/ˌSHəvˈhāp(ə)nē/






noun




a game in which coins are struck so that they slide across a marked board on a table.














shovel

 
/ˈSHəvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool with a broad flat blade and typically upturned sides, used for moving coal, earth, snow or other material.




2.
 
a machine or part of a machine having a shape or function similar to that of a shovel.




3.
 
an amount of something carried or moved with shovel




•
 
a few 
shovels of

 earth.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (coal, earth, snow, or similar material) with a shovel




•
 
she shoveled coal on the fire.










2.
 
remove snow from (an area) with a shovel




•
 
I'll clean the basement and shovel the walk.










3.
 


‹informal›

 put or push (something, typically food) somewhere quickly and in large quantities




•
 
Dave was shoveling pasta into his mouth.














III.
 
derivatives





shovelful

 
/ˈSHəvəlˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
scofl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schoffel

 , German 
Schaufel

 , also to the verb shove
 .






shovelboard

 
/ˈSHəvəlˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun




British term for shuffleboard
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
shoveboard

 , from shove
 + board
 .





shoveler

 
/ˈSHəv(ə)lər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 shoveller






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that shovels something.




2.
 
a dabbling duck with a long broad bill.

[late Middle English (denoting a spoonbill): alteration of earlier 
shovelard

 , from shovel
 , perhaps influenced by 
mallard

 .] [Genus 
Anas

 , family 
Anatidae

 : four species, in particular 
A. clypeata

 of Eurasia and North America.]













shovel hat






noun




a black felt hat with a low round crown and a broad brim turned up at the sides, formerly worn especially by clergymen.













shovel-ready






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a building project) at the stage where workers can be employed and construction can begin




•
 
one of the goals of this bill is to get funding into infrastructure projects that are shovel-ready.



















shovelware

 
/ˈSHəvəlwer/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 software or online content that has been added to a CD or placed on the Internet without having been altered so as to suit the new medium.











– origin

 1980s: from the notion of ‘shoveling’ the information onto a CD or the Internet indiscriminately.






show

 
/SHō/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
be or allow or cause to be visible


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
wrinkles were starting to show on her face




•
 [no 
obj.

 , with 
complement

 ]
 
the muscles of her jaws showed white through the skin




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a white blouse will show the blood.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — offer, exhibit, or produce (something) for scrutiny or inspection




•
 
an alarm salesperson should show an ID card




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he wants to show you all his woodwork stuff.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put on display in an exhibition or competition




•
 
he ceased early in his career to show his work




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
other artists who showed there included Robert Motherwell.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — present (a movie or television program) on a screen for public viewing.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a movie) be presented on a screen for public viewing




•
 
a movie showing at the Venice Film Festival.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — indicate (a particular time, measurement, etc.)




•
 
a travel clock showing the time in different cities.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — represent or depict in art




•
 
a postcard showing the Wicklow Mountains.










8.
 
(
show oneself

 )
 — allow oneself to be seen; appear in public




•
 
he was amazed that she would have the gall to show herself.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 arrive or turn up for an appointment or at a gathering




•
 
her date failed to show.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 finish third or in the first three in a race.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a woman) be visibly pregnant




•
 
Shirley was four months pregnant and just starting to show.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — display or allow to be perceived (a quality, emotion, or characteristic)




•
 
it was Frank's turn to show his frustration




•
 
his sangfroid showed signs of cracking.










13.
 
accord or treat someone with (a specified quality)




•
 
he urged his soldiers to fight them and show no mercy




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
he has learned to show women some respect.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an emotion) be noticeable




•
 
he tried not to let his relief show.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — demonstrate or prove




•
 
experts say this shows the benefit of regular inspections




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the figures show that the underlying rate of inflation continues to fall.










16.
 
(
show oneself

 )
 — prove or demonstrate oneself to be


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she showed herself to be a harsh critic




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
he showed himself to be an old-fashioned Baptist separatist.










17.
 
cause to understand or be capable of doing something by explanation or demonstration




•
 
he showed the boy how to operate the machine.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — conduct or lead




•
 
show them in, please.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spectacle or display of something, typically an impressive one




•
 
spectacular shows of bluebells.










2.
 
a public entertainment, in particular




3.
 
a play or other stage performance, especially a musical.




4.
 
a program on television or radio.




5.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — an event or competition involving the public display or exhibition of animals, plants, or products




•
 
the annual agricultural show.










6.
 


‹informal›

 an undertaking, project, or organization




•
 
I man a desk in a little office. I don't run the show.










7.
 


(US)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 an opportunity for doing something; a chance




•
 
I didn't have a show.










8.
 
an outward appearance or display of a quality or feeling




•
 
Joanie was frightened of any 
show of

 affection.










9.
 
an outward display intended to give a particular, false impression




•
 
Drew 
made a show of

 looking around for firewood




•
 
they are all show and no go.










10.
 


[Medicine]

 a discharge of blood and mucus from the vagina at the onset of labor or menstruation.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for show






for the sake of appearance rather than for use.









2.
 
get (or keep) the show on the road








‹informal›

 begin (or succeed in continuing with) an undertaking or enterprise




•
 
“Let's get this show on the road—we're late already.”















3.
 
good (or bad or poor) show!








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express approval (or disapproval or dissatisfaction).









4.
 
have something (or nothing) to show for






have a (or no) visible result of (one's work or experience)




•
 
a year later, he had nothing to show for his efforts.















5.
 
on show






being exhibited.









6.
 
show one's cards






another way of saying show one's hand
 below.









7.
 
show cause








[Law]

 produce satisfactory grounds for application of (or exemption from) a procedure or penalty.









8.
 
show someone the door






dismiss or eject someone from a place.









9.
 
show one's face






appear in public




•
 
she had been up in court and was so ashamed she could hardly show her face.















10.
 
show the flag






see flag
 1
 .









11.
 
show one's hand





a.
 
(in a card game) reveal one's cards.




b.
 
disclose one's plans




•
 
he needed hard evidence, and to get it he would have to show his hand.















12.
 
show of force






a demonstration of the forces at one's command and of one's readiness to use them.









13.
 
show of hands






the raising of hands among a group of people to indicate a vote for or against something, with numbers typically being estimated rather than counted.









14.
 
show the way





a.
 
indicate the direction to be followed to a particular place.




b.
 
indicate what can or should be done by doing it first




•
 
Morgan showed the way by becoming Deputy Governor of Jamaica.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
show something forth








‹archaic›

 exhibit




•
 
the heavens show forth the glory of God.















2.
 
show off








‹informal›

 make a deliberate or pretentious display of one's abilities or accomplishments.









3.
 
show someone/something off






display or cause others to take notice of someone or something that is a source of pride




•
 
his jeans were tight-fitting, showing off his compact figure.















4.
 
show out








[Bridge]

 reveal that one has no cards of a particular suit.









5.
 
show someone around






act as a guide for someone to points of interest in a place or building.









6.
 
show through






(of one's real feelings) be revealed inadvertently.









7.
 
show up





a.
 
be conspicuous or clearly visible.




b.
 


‹informal›

 arrive or turn up for an appointment or gathering.









8.
 
show someone/something up





a.
 
make someone or something conspicuous or clearly visible




•
 
a rising moon showed up the wild seascape.










b.
 
expose someone or something as being bad or faulty in some way




•
 
it's a pity they haven't 
showed up

 the authorities 
for

 what they are.










c.
 
(
show someone up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 embarrass or humiliate someone




•
 
she says I showed her up in front of her friends.





















– origin

 Old English 
scēawian

 ‘look at, inspect,’ from a West Germanic base meaning ‘look’; related to Dutch 
schouwen

 and German 
schauen

 .





Showa

 
/ˈSHōwä/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the period when Japan was ruled by the emperor Hirohito.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
shō

 ‘bright, clear’ + 
wa

 ‘harmony.’





show-and-tell

 
/ˈˌSHō ən ˈtel/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a teaching method, used especially in teaching young children, in which students are encouraged to bring items they have selected to class and describe them to their classmates.













show band






noun



1.
 
a band that plays cover versions of popular songs.




2.
 
a band, especially a jazz band, that performs with theatrical extravagance.













show bill






noun



1.
 
an advertising poster, especially for a theater performance.




2.
 
a listing of events at a horse show




•
 
Horse & Pony Association show bill.



















show biz

 
/ˈSHōbiz/





I.
 
noun




informal term for show business
 .








II.
 
derivatives





showbizzy

 
/ˈSHōˌbizē /






adjective





















showboat

 
/ˈSHōˌbōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a river steamboat on which theatrical performances are given.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a show-off; an exhibitionist.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 show off


(as 
adj.

 
showboating

 )


•
 
a lot of showboating politicians.














III.
 
derivatives





showboater






noun






















show business

 
/ˈSHō ˌbiznis/






noun




the theater, movies, television, and pop music as a profession or industry.













showcard

 
/ˈSHōˌkärd/






noun




a large card bearing a conspicuous design, used especially in advertising, market research, and teaching.













showcase

 
/ˈSHōˌkās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a glass case used for displaying articles in a store or museum.




2.
 
a place or occasion for presenting something favorably to general attention




•
 
the gallery will provide 
a showcase for

 Atlanta's young photographers.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exhibit; display




•
 
the albums showcase his production skills.



















showdown

 
/ˈSHōˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
a final test or confrontation intended to settle a dispute.




2.
 
(in poker) the requirement at the end of a round that the players who remain in must show their cards to determine which is the strongest hand.














shower

 
/ˈSHou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief and usually light fall of rain, hail, sleet, or snow.




2.
 
a mass of small things falling or moving at the same time




•
 


a shower of

 dust sprinkled his face.










3.
 
a large number of things happening or given to someone at the same time




•
 
he was pleased by the shower of awards.










4.
 
a group of particles produced by a cosmic-ray particle in the earth's atmosphere.




5.
 
an enclosure in which a person stands under a spray of water to wash.




6.
 
the apparatus in a shower that produces the spray of water.




7.
 
(also 
shower bath

 )
 — an act of washing oneself in a shower.




8.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a party at which presents are given to someone, typically a woman who is about to get married or have a baby




•
 
she loved going to baby showers.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a mass of small things) fall or be thrown in a shower




•
 
bits of broken glass showered over me.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a mass of small things) to fall in a shower




•
 
his hooves showered sparks across the concrete floor.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shower someone with

 )
 — throw (a number of small things) all at once toward someone




•
 
hooligans showered him with rotten eggs.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shower someone with

 )
 — give someone a great number of (things)




•
 
he showered her with kisses.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shower something on/upon

 )
 — give a great number of things to (someone)




•
 
senior officers showered praise on their young cadet.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — wash oneself in a shower.








III.
 
phrases





send someone to the showers








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 send off or eject someone from a match, race, or contest.















– origin

 Old English 
scūr

 ‘light fall of rain, hail, etc.,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schoer

 and German 
Schauer

 .





shower gel






noun




a thick liquid product used for washing oneself in the shower




•
 
a bottle of shower gel.




•
 
our rose shower gel leaves your skin smelling fresh﻿.



















showerproof

 
/ˈSHou(ə)rˌpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




(of a garment) resistant to light rain.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make showerproof.













showery

 
/ˈSHou(ə)rē/






adjective




(of weather or a period of time) characterized by frequent showers of rain.













showgirl

 
/ˈSHōˌɡərl/






noun




an actress who sings and dances in musicals, variety acts, and similar shows.













show house

 
/ˈSHō ˌhous /

 
show home






noun




British term for model home
 .













showing

 
/ˈSHōiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of showing something or the fact of being shown




•
 
German shepherd, championship quality, excellent results in showing.










2.
 
a presentation of a movie or television program




•
 
another showing of the three-part series.










3.
 
a performance of a specified quality




•
 
a strong second-place showing in a recent Florida straw poll.

















– origin

 Old English 
scēawung

 .





show jumping





I.
 
noun




the competitive sport of riding horses over a course of fences and other obstacles in an arena, with penalty points for errors.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
show jump






noun













2.
 
show jumper






noun





















showman

 
/ˈSHōmən/






noun



1.
 
a person who produces or presents shows as a profession, especially the proprietor, manager, or MC of a circus, fair, or other variety show.




2.
 
a person skilled in dramatic or entertaining presentation, performance, or publicity.













showmanship

 
/ˈSHōmənˌSHip/






noun




skill at entertaining, theatrical presentation, or performance




•
 
Bud had a flair for showmanship and understood what the public wanted to see.



















Show Me State






a nickname for the state of Missouri
 .









shown

 
/SHōn/






past participle of show
 .









show-off

 
/ˈSHō ˌôf/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who acts pretentiously or who publicly parades themselves, their possessions, or their accomplishments.













showpiece

 
/ˈSHōˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
something that attracts attention or admiration as an outstanding example of its type




•
 
the factory has expanded and become a showpiece of American industry.










2.
 
something that offers a particular opportunity for a display of skill




•
 
the serenade was a showpiece for the wind section.










3.
 
an item of work presented for exhibition or display.













showplace

 
/ˈSHōˌplās/






noun




a place of beauty or interest attracting many visitors.













showreel

 
/ˈSHōˌrēl/






noun




a short videotape containing examples of an actor's or director's work for showing to potential employers.













showroom

 
/ˈSHōˌro͞om ˈSHōˌro͝om/






noun




a room used to display goods for sale, such as appliances, cars, or furniture.













showrooming

 
/ˈSHōˌro͞omiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the practice of visiting a store or stores in order to examine a product before buying it online at a lower price




•
 
as a result of showrooming, a physical store may lose sales.














II.
 
derivatives





showroomer






noun





















showrunner

 
/ˈSHōˌrənər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the person who has overall creative authority and management responsibility for a television program




•
 
the vision of the show as a whole does not come from the freelance or even the staff writer, but from the showrunner.



















showstopper

 
/ˈSHōˌstäpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a performance or item receiving prolonged applause from the audience




•
 
he wants every scene to be a showstopper.










2.
 


‹informal›

 something that is striking or has great popular appeal




•
 
a showstopper of a smile.










3.
 


‹informal›

 an obstacle to further progress




•
 
the subsidy limits proved to be a showstopper for other senior Democrats who refused to pass the bill with such restrictions.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
[Computing]

 a bug that needs to be fixed before a piece of software can be used or released




•
 
there were several last minute showstoppers that derailed the Beta 2 rollout.














II.
 
derivatives





showstopping

 
/ˈSHōˌstäpiNG /






adjective





















show trial

 
/SHō ˈtrī(ə)l/






noun




a judicial trial held in public with the intention of influencing or satisfying public opinion, rather than of ensuring justice.













show tune






noun




a song from a musical that has become popular in its own right.













show window

 
/SHō ˈwindō/






noun




a store window looking onto a street, used for exhibiting goods.













showy

 
/ˈSHōē/





I.
 
adjective




having a striking appearance or style, typically by being excessively bright, colorful, or ostentatious




•
 
showy flowers




•
 
she wore a great deal of showy costume jewelry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
showily

 
/ˈSHōəlē /






adverb













2.
 
showiness

 
/ˈSHōēnəs /






noun





















shoyu

 
/ˈSHōyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a type of Japanese soy sauce.











– origin

 from Japanese 
shōyu

 .





s.h.p.






abbreviation




shaft horsepower.













shpt.






abbreviation




shipment.













shr.






abbreviation




share; shares.













shrank

 
/SHraNGk/






past of shrink
 .









shrapnel

 
/ˈSHrapnəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fragments of a bomb, shell, or other object thrown out by an explosion.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a shell containing bullets or pieces of metal timed to burst short of impact.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after General Henry 
Shrapnel

 (1761–1842), the British soldier who invented the shell; the sense ‘fragments of a bomb or shell’ originated during World War I.






shred

 
/SHred/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
shreds

 )


1.
 
a strip of some material, such as paper, cloth, or food, that has been torn, cut, or scraped from something larger




•
 
her beautiful dress was 
torn to shreds

 .










2.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — a very small amount




•
 
there was not 
a shred of

 evidence that linked him to the fire.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tear or cut into shreds


(as 
adj.

 
shredded

 )


•
 
shredded cabbage.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
shredding

 )
 — play a very fast, intricate style of rock lead guitar




•
 
we want to hear everything from country and western to blisteringly fast guitar shredding.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in shreds






very badly damaged; destroyed or ruined




•
 
my reputation will be in shreds.















2.
 
tear someone/something to shreds








‹informal›

 criticize someone or something forcefully or aggressively




•
 
a defense counsel would tear his evidence to shreds.





















– origin

 late Old English 
scrēad

 ‘piece cut off,’ 
scrēadian

 ‘trim, prune’; related to shroud
 .





shredded

 
/ˈSHredəd/






adjective



1.
 
torn or cut into shreds




•
 
shredded paper




•
 [with 
submodifier

 ]
 
finely shredded cabbage.










2.
 


‹informal›

 having well-defined or well-developed muscles; muscular




•
 
a step-by-step plan that will help you achieve shredded abs in as little as 76 workouts




•
 
Prince looked awesome—he was totally shredded.



















shredded wheat






noun




a breakfast cereal made of cooked wheat in long brittle shreds that are pressed into compact pieces.













shredder

 
/ˈSHredər/






noun



1.
 
a machine or other device for shredding something, especially documents.




2.
 
a musician who plays a very fast, intricate style of rock lead guitar




•
 
the guitarists are skilled, but not the fastest shredders around.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a snowboarder.

[from the notion that snowboarders tear up snow, making it bad for skiing.]













Shreveport

 
/ˈSHrēvˌpôrt/






an industrial city in northwestern Louisiana, on the Red River, near the border with Texas; pop. 199,729 (est. 2008).










shrew

 
/SHro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small mouselike insectivorous mammal with a long pointed snout and tiny eyes.

[Family 
Soricidae

 : many genera, in particular 
Sorex

 and 
Crocidura

 , and numerous species.]




2.
 
a bad-tempered or aggressively assertive woman.











– origin

 Old English 
scrēawa

 , 
scrǣwa

 , of Germanic origin; related words in Germanic languages have senses such as ‘dwarf,’ ‘devil,’ or ‘fox.’





shrewd

 
/SHro͞od/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing sharp powers of judgment; astute




•
 
she was shrewd enough to guess the motive behind his gesture




•
 
a shrewd career move.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of weather) piercingly cold




•
 
a shrewd east wind.










3.
 
(of a blow) severe




•
 
a bayonet's shrewd thrust.










4.
 
mischievous; malicious.








II.
 
derivatives





shrewdness

 
/ˈSHro͞odnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘evil in nature or character’): from shrew
 in the sense ‘evil person or thing,’ or as the past participle of obsolete 
shrew

 ‘to curse.’ The word developed the sense ‘cunning,’ and gradually gained a favorable connotation during the 17th cent.





shrewdly

 
/ˈSHro͞odlē/






adverb




in a way that shows sharp powers of judgment; astutely




•
 
a very shrewdly observed satire




•
 
slick passing and shrewdly timed runs.



















shrewish

 
/ˈSHro͞oiSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a woman) bad-tempered or aggressively assertive




•
 
his shrewish wife.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shrewishly

 
/ˈSHro͞oiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
shrewishness






noun





















shrew-mole

 
/ˈSHro͞omōl/






noun




a small shrewlike mole with a long tail, native to Asia and North America.

[
Neurotrichus

 and other genera, family 
Talpidae

 : five species, including 
N. gibbsii

 of the western US.]














shriek

 
/SHrēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter a high-pitched piercing sound or words, especially as an expression of terror, pain, or excitement




•
 
the audience 
shrieked with laughter






•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“There it is!” she shrieked




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was shrieking abuse at a taxi driver.










2.
 
(of something inanimate) make a high-pitched screeching sound




•
 
the wheels shrieked as the car sped away.










3.
 
be very obvious or strikingly discordant




•
 
the patterned carpets shrieked at Betsy from the shabby store.














II.
 
noun




a high-pitched piercing cry or sound; a scream




•
 
shrieks of laughter.














III.
 
derivatives





shrieker






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (as a verb): imitative; compare with dialect 
screak

 , Old Norse 
skrækja

 , also with screech
 .





shrieking

 
/ˈSHrēkiNG/





I.
 
adjective




making a high-pitched piercing cry or sound




•
 
shrieking winds




•
 
a shrieking ambulance




•
 
shrieking hyenas.














II.
 
noun




high-pitched piercing cries or sounds




•
 
there is shrieking and yelling from both men and women.














III.
 
derivatives





shriekingly

 
/ˈSHrēkiNGlē /






adverb





















shrieval

 
/ˈSHrēvəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly historical›

 of or relating to a sheriff.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from 
shrieve

 , obsolete variant of sheriff
 .





shrievalty

 
/ˈSHrēvəltē/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the office, jurisdiction, or tenure of a sheriff.













shrift

 
/SHrift/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 confession, especially to a priest




•
 
go to shrift.







See also short shrift
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 absolution by a priest.











– origin

 Old English 
scrift

 ‘penance imposed after confession,’ from shrive
 .





shrike

 
/SHrīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a songbird with a strong sharply hooked bill, often impaling its prey of small birds, lizards, and insects on thorns.

Also called butcherbird
 . [Family 
Laniidae

 : several genera and numerous species, esp. in Africa, e.g., the 
northern shrike

 (
Lanius excubitor

 ), of both Eurasia and North America.]




2.
 
used in names of birds similar to the shrike, e.g., 
peppershrike

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps related to Old English 
scrīc

 ‘thrush’ and Middle Low German 
schrīk

 ‘corncrake,’ of imitative origin.





shrill

 
/SHril/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a voice or sound) high-pitched and piercing




•
 
a shrill laugh.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 (especially of a complaint or demand) loud and forceful




•
 
a concession to their shrill demands.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a shrill noise




•
 
a piercing whistle shrilled through the night air.










2.
 
speak or cry with a shrill voice


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“For God's sake!” shrilled Jan.














III.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a shrill sound or cry




•
 
the rising shrill of women's voices.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shrillness

 
/ˈSHrilnəs /






noun













2.
 
shrilly

 
/ˈSHrillē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to Low German 
schrell

 ‘sharp in tone or taste.’






shrimp

 
/SHrimp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small free-swimming crustacean with an elongated body, typically marine and frequently harvested for food.

[
Pandalus

 , 
Penaeus

 , 
Crangon

 , and other genera, order 
Decapoda

 : numerous species, including the commercially important 
pink shrimp

 (
Penaeus duorarum

 ).]




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a small, physically weak person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
go shrimping

 )


1.
 
fish for shrimp




•
 
some families still go shrimping off the coast at Lytham




•
 
at Trebetherick you paddle on Daymer Bay or shrimp off Gully.














III.
 
derivatives





shrimpy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably related to Middle Low German 
schrempen

 ‘to wrinkle,’ Middle High German 
schrimpfen

 ‘to contract,’ also to scrimp
 .





shrimp cocktail






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a dish of cooked peeled shrimp served cold with cocktail sauce, typically as an appetizer




•
 
it is elegant to serve this shrimp cocktail in a chilled martini glass.



















shrimper

 
/ˈSHrimpər/






noun



1.
 
a boat designed or used for catching shrimp.




2.
 
a person who fishes for shrimp.













shrimping

 
/ˈSHrimpiNG/






noun




the activity or occupation of fishing for shrimp




•
 
there was shrimping at low tide




•
 
shrimping also has been good in shallower water for those using bait




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the coast is known for its rich shrimping grounds.



















shrimp plant






noun




an evergreen Mexican shrub with clusters of small flowers in pinkish-brown or pale yellow bracts that are said to resemble shrimp, widely grown as a houseplant.

[
Justicia brandegeana

 , family 
Acanthaceae

 .]













shrine

 
/SHrīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place regarded as holy because of its associations with a divinity or a sacred person or relic, typically marked by a building or other construction.




2.
 
a place associated with or containing memorabilia of a particular revered person or thing




•
 
her grave has become a shrine for fans from all over the world.










3.
 
a casket containing sacred relics; a reliquary.




4.
 
a niche or enclosure containing a religious statue or other object.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 enshrine.











– origin

 Old English 
scrīn

 ‘cabinet, chest, reliquary,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schrijn

 and German 
Schrein

 , from Latin 
scrinium

 ‘chest for books.’





Shriner

 
/ˈSHrīnər/






noun




a member of the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, a charitable society founded in the US in 1872.














shrink

 
/SHriNGk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
become or make smaller in size or amount; contract or cause to contract


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the workforce has shrunk to less than a thousand




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the summer sun had shrunk and dried the wood




•
 (as 
adj

 
shrinking

 )
 
the shrinking market has provoked a massive price war.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of clothes or material) become smaller as a result of being immersed in water.




3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
shrunken

 )
 — (especially of a person's face or other part of the body) withered, wrinkled, or shriveled through old age or illness




•
 
a tiny shrunken face and enormous eyes.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
shrink into oneself

 )
 — become withdrawn.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shrink something on

 )
 — slip a metal tire or other fitting onto (something) while it is expanded with heat and allow it to tighten in place




•
 
the metal is unsuitable for shrinking onto wooden staves.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move back or away, especially because of fear or disgust




•
 
she shrank away from him, covering her face




•
 
he shrank back against the wall.










7.
 
[often with 
negative

 ] (
shrink from

 )
 — be averse to or unwilling to do (something difficult or unappealing)




•
 
I don't shrink from my responsibilities.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a clinical psychologist, psychiatrist, or psychotherapist




•
 
you should see a shrink.







[from 
headshrinker

 .]








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shrinkable






adjective













2.
 
shrinker






noun













3.
 
shrinkingly

 
/ˈSHriNGkiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
scrincan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Swedish 
skrynka

 ‘to wrinkle.’





shrinkage

 
/ˈSHriNGkij/






noun



1.
 
the process, fact, or amount of shrinking




•
 
give long curtains good hems to allow for shrinkage.










2.
 
an allowance made for reduction in the earnings of a business due to wastage or theft.













shrink-fit





I.
 
adjective




designed to fit perfectly after anticipated shrinkage




•
 
a shrink-fit chuck.














II.
 
noun




a system that uses shrink-fit parts or fittings.













shrinking violet

 
/ˈSHriNGkiNG ˈvī(ə)lət/






noun






‹informal›

 an exaggeratedly shy person




•
 
Dorothy is no shrinking violet when it comes to expressing her views.



















shrink-resistant

 
/ˈSHriNGkrəˌzistənt/






adjective




(of textiles or garments) resistant to shrinkage.













shrink-wrap

 
/ˈSHriNGkˌrap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
package (an article) by enclosing it in clinging transparent plastic film that shrinks tightly onto it


(as 
adj.

 
shrink-wrapped

 )


•
 
shrink-wrapped blocks of cheese.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
shrink-wrapped

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 (of a product) sold commercially as a ready-made software package.








II.
 
noun




clinging transparent plastic film used to enclose an article as packaging.














shrive

 
/SHrīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a priest) hear the confession of, assign penance to, and absolve (someone).




2.
 
(
shrive oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 present oneself to a priest for confession, penance, and absolution.











– origin

 Old English 
scrīfan

 ‘impose as a penance,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
schrijven

 and German 
schreiben

 ‘write,’ from Latin 
scribere

 ‘write.’





shrivel

 
/ˈSHrivəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
wrinkle and contract or cause to wrinkle and contract, especially due to loss of moisture


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the flowers simply 
shriveled up






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a heat wave so intense that it shriveled the grapes in every vineyard.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lose momentum, will, or desire; become insignificant or ineffectual




•
 
his spirit shriveled and his talent atrophied.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to feel worthless or insignificant




•
 
she shriveled him with one glance.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish dialect 
skryvla

 ‘to wrinkle.’





shriveled

 
/ˈSHriv(ə)ld /

 


‹Brit.›

 shrivelled






adjective




wrinkled and contracted, especially due to loss of moisture or old age




•
 
her long, shriveled hand.



















shroom

 
/SHro͞om/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a mushroom, especially one with hallucinogenic properties.








II.
 
derivatives





shroomer






noun



















– origin

 1970s: shortening of mushroom
 .






shroud

 
/SHroud/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of cloth or an enveloping garment in which a dead person is wrapped for burial




•
 
he was buried in a linen shroud.










2.
 


‹technical›

 a protective casing or cover.




3.
 
a thing that envelops or obscures something




•
 


a shroud of

 mist




•
 
they operate behind a shroud of secrecy.










4.
 
(
shrouds

 )
 — a set of ropes forming part of the standing rigging of a sailing vessel and supporting the mast from the sides.




5.
 
(also 
shroud line

 )
 — each of the lines joining the canopy of a parachute to the harness.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrap or dress (a body) in a shroud for burial.




2.
 
cover or envelop so as to conceal from view




•
 
mountains shrouded by cloud




•
 
the mystery that shrouds the origins of the universe.

















– origin

 late Old English 
scrūd

 ‘garment, clothing,’ of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘cut’; related to shred
 . An early sense of the verb (Middle English) was ‘cover so as to protect.’





shroud-laid

 
/ˈSHroudˌlād/






adjective




(of rope) made of four strands laid right-handed, typically around a core, used especially on yachts.













shrove

 
/SHrōv/






past of shrive
 .









Shrovetide

 
/ˈSHrōvˌtīd/





I.
 
noun




Shrove Tuesday and the two days preceding it, when it was formerly customary to attend confession.











– origin

 late Middle English: of obscure origin; the first element related to shrive
 .





Shrove Tuesday

 
/ˌSHrōv ˈt(y)o͞ozdē/






noun




the day before Ash Wednesday. Though named for its former religious significance, it is chiefly marked by feasting and celebration, which traditionally preceded the observance of the Lenten fast.

Compare with Mardi Gras
 .














shrub1


 
/SHrəb/





I.
 
noun




a woody plant that is smaller than a tree and has several main stems arising at or near the ground.








II.
 
derivatives





shrubby

 
/ˈSHrəbē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
scrubb

 , 
scrybb

 ‘shrubbery’; compare with West Flemish 
schrobbe

 ‘vetch,’ Norwegian 
skrubba

 ‘dwarf cornel,’ also with scrub
 2
 .






shrub2


 
/SHrəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink made of sweetened fruit juice and liquor, typically rum or brandy.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a slightly acid cordial made from fruit juice and water.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Arabic 
šurb

 , 
šarāb

 , from 
šariba

 ‘to drink’; compare with sherbet
 and syrup
 .





shrubbery

 
/ˈSHrəb(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
shrubs collectively.




2.
 
an area planted with shrubs.













shrug

 
/SHrəɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (one's shoulders) slightly and momentarily to express doubt, ignorance, or indifference




•
 
Jimmy looked inquiringly at Pete, who shrugged his shoulders




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he just shrugged and didn't look interested.










2.
 
(
shrug something off

 )
 — dismiss something as unimportant




•
 
the managing director shrugged off the criticism.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of shrugging one's shoulders




•
 
she gave him a dismissive shrug.










2.
 
a woman's close-fitting cardigan or jacket, cut short at the front and back so that only the arms and shoulders are covered.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fidget’): of unknown origin.





shrunk

 
/SHrəNGk /

 
shrunken






past participle of shrink
 .









shtetl

 
/ˈSHtetl, ˈSHtātl/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small Jewish town or village in eastern Europe.











– origin

 1940s: Yiddish, ‘little town.’





shtick

 
/SHtik /

 
schtick





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a gimmick, comic routine, style of performance, etc., associated with a particular person




•
 
there are many great comics who have based their stand-up shtick on observational comedy




•
 
her shtick was to haul out her pet ferret.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's special talent, interest, or area of activity




•
 
movies about ordinary women who do extraordinary things—that's my shtick.

















– origin

 1960s: Yiddish, from German 
Stück

 ‘piece.’





shtup

 
/SHto͝op /

 

‹vulgar slang›


 
schtup





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have sexual intercourse with (someone).








II.
 
noun




an act of sexual intercourse.











– origin

 1960s: Yiddish.





shubunkin

 
/SHo͞oˈbəNGkin, ˈSHo͞obənˌkin/





I.
 
noun




a goldfish of an ornamental variety, having black spots, red patches, and long fins and tail.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Japanese.






shuck

 
/SHək /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outer covering such as a husk or pod, especially the husk of an ear of corn.




2.
 
the shell of an oyster or clam.




3.
 
the integument of certain insect pupae or larvae.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing regarded as worthless or contemptible




•
 
William didn't dig the idea at all and said it was a shuck.














II.
 
exclamation

 — (
shucks

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 used to express surprise, regret, irritation, or, in response to praise, self-deprecation




•
 
“Thank you for getting it.” “Oh, shucks, it was nothing.”







See also aw-shucks
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the shucks from corn or shellfish




•
 
shuck and drain the oysters.










2.
 


‹informal›

 take off (a garment)




•
 
she shucked off her nightdress and started dressing.










3.
 


‹informal›

 abandon; get rid of




•
 
the regime's ability to 
shuck off

 its totalitarian characteristics.










4.
 


‹informal›

 cause (someone) to believe something that is not true; fool or tease.








IV.
 
derivatives





shucker






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






shudder

 
/ˈSHədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) tremble convulsively, typically as a result of fear or revulsion




•
 
I shuddered with horror.










2.
 
(especially of a vehicle, machine, or building) shake or vibrate deeply




•
 
the train shuddered and edged forward.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
shuddering

 )
 — (of a person's breathing) be unsteady, especially as a result of emotional disturbance




•
 
he drew a deep, shuddering breath.














II.
 
noun




an act of shuddering




•
 
the elevator rose with a shudder




•
 


‹figurative›

 the peso's devaluation 
sent shudders through

 the market.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone the shudders








‹informal›

 cause someone to feel repugnance or fear




•
 
it gives me the shudders to hear you use words like that.















2.
 
I shudder to think






used to convey that something is too unpleasant to contemplate




•
 
I shudder to think what might have happened if he hadn't woken you up.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
shudderingly

 
/ˈSHəd(ə)riNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
shuddery






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Middle Dutch 
schūderen

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘shake.’





Shudra

 
Sudra





I.
 
noun




a member of the worker caste, lowest of the four Hindu castes.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śūdra

 .






shuffle

 
/ˈSHəfəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk by dragging one's feet along or without lifting them fully from the ground




•
 
I stepped into my skis and shuffled to the edge of the steep slope




•
 (as 
adj.

 
shuffling

 )
 
she heard Grandma's shuffling steps.










2.
 
shift one's position while sitting or move one's feet while standing, typically because of boredom, nervousness, or embarrassment




•
 
Christine shuffled uneasily in her chair




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Ben shuffled his feet in the awkward silence.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shuffle something into

 )
 — put part of one's body into (an item of clothing), typically in a clumsy way




•
 
shuffling her feet into a pair of shoes, she tiptoed out of the room.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rearrange (a deck of cards) by sliding the cards over each other quickly.




5.
 
move (people or things) around so as to occupy different positions or to be in a different order




•
 
she shuffled her papers into a neat pile.










6.
 
play or arrange (tracks on a music player) in a random order.




•
 
the control lets you shuffle or skip songs by flicking the phone with your wrist.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
shuffle through

 )
 — sort or look through (a number of things) hurriedly




•
 
he shuffled through the papers on his desk.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
shuffle something off

 )
 — get out of or avoid a responsibility or obligation




•
 
some hospitals can shuffle off their responsibilities by claiming to have no suitable facilities.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 behave in a shifty or evasive manner




•
 
Mr. Mills did not frankly own it, but seemed to shuffle about it.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
shuffle out of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 get out of (a difficult situation) in an underhanded or evasive manner




•
 
he shuffles out of the consequences by vague charges of undue influence.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a shuffling movement, walk, or sound




•
 
there was a shuffle of approaching feet.










2.
 
a quick dragging or scraping movement of the feet in dancing.




3.
 
a dance performed with shuffling steps.




4.
 
a piece of music for or in the style of a shuffle.




5.
 
a rhythmic motif based on a shuffle dance step and typical of early jazz, consisting of alternating quarter notes and eighth notes in a triplet pattern.




6.
 
an act of shuffling a deck of cards.




7.
 
a change of order or relative positions; a reshuffle




•
 
the president will have to consider a cabinet shuffle in the spring.










8.
 
a facility on a music player for playing tracks in an arbitrary order




•
 
I had my iPod 
on shuffle

 and ‘Eleanor Rigby’ just happened to begin playing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a shuffle facility.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 a piece of equivocation or subterfuge.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or get) lost in the shuffle








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be overlooked or missed in a confused or crowded situation.









2.
 
shuffle off this mortal coil






see coil
 2
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





shuffler

 
/ˈSHəf(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Low German 
schuffeln

 ‘walk clumsily,’ also ‘deal dishonestly, shuffle (cards),’ of Germanic origin; related to shove
 and scuffle
 .






shuffleboard

 
/ˈSHəfəlˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a game played by pushing disks with a long-handled cue over a marked surface.











– origin

 see shovelboard
 .





shufti

 
/ˈSHo͝oftē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a look or reconnoiter, especially a quick one




•
 
I'll take a shufti round the wood while I'm about it.

















– origin

 1940s (originally military slang): from Arabic 
šāfa

 ‘try to see.’





shul

 
/SHo͞ol, SHo͝ol/





I.
 
noun




a synagogue




•
 
on High Holidays he attended shul.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: Yiddish, from German 
Schule

 ‘school.’





Shula, Don

 
/ˈSHo͞olə/






(1930–), US football coach and player; full name 
Donald Francis Shula

 . After seven seasons of playing professional football, he coached the Baltimore Colts 1963–69 and then the Miami Dolphins 1970–95. Upon his retirement in 1995, he had achieved a record 347 regular season and playoff games won. Football Hall of Fame (1997).









shumai

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmī/





I.
 
plural noun




small steamed dumplings, typically stuffed with seafood and vegetables.











– origin

 Japanese, ultimately from Chinese.





Shumen

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌmen/






an industrial city in northeastern Bulgaria; pop. 86,978 (2008).










shun

 
/SHən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
persistently avoid, ignore, or reject (someone or something) through antipathy or caution




•
 
he shunned fashionable society.

















– origin

 Old English 
scunian

 ‘abhor, shrink back with fear, seek safety from an enemy,’ of unknown origin.





shunt

 
/SHənt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push or pull (a train or part of a train) from the main line to a siding or from one track to another




•
 
their train had been shunted into a siding.










2.
 
(usu. 
be shunted

 )
 — push or shove (someone or something)




•
 
chairs were being shunted back and forth.










3.
 
direct or divert (someone or something) to a less important place or position




•
 
amateurs were gradually being shunted to filing jobs.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (an electrical current) with a conductor joining two points of a circuit, through which more or less of the current may be diverted.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of pushing or shoving something.




2.
 
an electrical conductor joining two points of a circuit, through which more or less of a current may be diverted.




3.
 


[Surgery]

 an alternative path for the passage of the blood or other body fluid


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
shunt surgery.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘move suddenly aside’): perhaps from shun
 .





shunter

 
/ˈSHən(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
a small locomotive used for shunting.




2.
 
a railroad worker engaged in shunting.














shunyata

 
/ˈSHo͞onyəˌtä /

 
sunyata





I.
 
noun






[Buddhism]

 the doctrine that phenomena are devoid of an immutable or determinate intrinsic nature.

Compare with tathata
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śūnyatā

 ‘emptiness.’





shura

 
/ˈSHo͝orə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Islam]

 the principle of consultation, in particular as applied to government.




2.
 


[Islam]

 a consultative council.











– origin

 from Arabic 
šūrā

 ‘consultation.’





shuriken

 
/ˈSHo͝oriˌken/





I.
 
noun




a weapon in the form of a star with projecting blades or points, used as a missile in some martial arts.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘dagger in the hand.’





shush

 
/SHo͝oSH SHəSH/





I.
 
exclamation




be quiet




•
 
“Shush! Do you want to wake everyone?”














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an utterance of “shush”




•
 
the thumps were followed by shushes from the aunts.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a soft swishing or rustling sound.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tell or signal (someone) to be silent




•
 
she shushed him with a wave.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become or remain silent




•
 
Beth told her to shush.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 move with or make a soft swishing or rustling sound




•
 
I stood to watch a big liner shushing slowly past




•
 (as 
noun

 
shushing

 )
 
she could hear the gentle shushing of the waves.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





Shuswap

 
/ˈSHo͞oˌswäp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southern British Columbia.




2.
 
the Salishan language of the Shuswap.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Shuswap or their language.











– origin

 from the Shuswap self-designation 
sexwépemc

 .






shut

 
/SHət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (something) into position so that it blocks an opening




•
 
shut the window, please




•
 
she shut her lips tight




•
 (as 
adj.

 
shut

 )
 
she slammed the door shut.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something that can block an opening) move or be moved into position




•
 
the door shut behind him.










3.
 
block an opening into (something) by moving something into position




•
 
he shut the box and locked it.










4.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (
shut it

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 stop talking; be quiet.




5.
 
keep (someone or something) in a place by closing something such as a door




•
 
it was his own dog that he had accidentally shut outside.










6.
 
fold or bring together the sides of (something) so as to close it




•
 
he shut his book.










7.
 
prevent access to or along




•
 
they ought to shut the path up to that terrible cliff.










8.
 
make or become unavailable for business or service, either permanently or until due to be open again; close




•
 
we shut the shop for lunch




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the accident and emergency departments will shut.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be (or get) shut of








‹informal›

 be (or get) rid of




•
 
I'd be glad to be shut of him.















2.
 
shut the door on (or to)






see door
 .









3.
 
shut one's eyes to






see eye
 .









4.
 
shut one's mind to






see mind
 .









5.
 
shut the stable door after the horse has bolted






try to avoid or prevent something bad or unwelcome when it is already too late to do so.









6.
 
shut up shop






see shop
 .









7.
 
shut your face (or mouth or trap)!








‹informal›

 used as a rude or angry way of telling someone to be quiet.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
shut down (or shut something down)






cease (or cause something to cease) business or operation




•
 
the plant's operators decided to shut down the reactor.















2.
 
shut someone/something in





a.
 
keep someone or something inside a place by closing something such as a door




•
 
her parents shut her in an upstairs room.










b.
 
enclose or surround a place




•
 
the village is shut in by the mountains on either side.










c.
 
trap something by shutting a door or drawer on it




•
 
you shut your finger in the door.















3.
 
shut off (or shut something off)





a.
 
(used especially in relation to water, electricity, or gas) stop (or cause something to stop) flowing




•
 
he was about to shut off the power.










b.
 
stop (or cause something to stop) working




•
 
the engines shut off automatically.










c.
 
(
shut something off

 )
 — block the entrances and exits of something




•
 
the six compartments were being shut off from each other.















4.
 
shut oneself off






isolate oneself from other people.









5.
 
shut someone/something out





a.
 
keep someone or something out of a place or situation




•
 
the door swung closed behind them, shutting out some of the noise.










b.
 
prevent an opponent from scoring in a game.




c.
 
screen someone or something from view




•
 
clouds shut out the stars.










d.
 
prevent something from occurring




•
 
there was a high-mindedness that shut out any consideration of alternatives.










e.
 
block something such as a painful memory from the mind




•
 
anything he didn't like he shut out.















6.
 
shut up (or shut someone up)






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 stop (or cause someone to stop) talking




•
 
just shut up and listen




•
 
I lifted a finger slightly to shut him up.















7.
 
shut something up






close all doors and windows of a building or room, typically because it will be unoccupied for some time.















– origin

 Old English 
scyttan

 ‘put (a bolt) in position to hold fast’; related to Dutch 
schutten

 ‘shut up, obstruct,’ also to shoot
 .





shutdown

 
/ˈSHətˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
a closure of a factory or system, typically a temporary closure due to a malfunction or for maintenance.




2.
 
a turning off of a computer or computer system.













Shute, Nevil

 
/SHo͞ot/






(1899–1960), English novelist; pseudonym of 
Nevil Shute Norway

 . After World War II he settled in Australia, which provides the setting for his later novels. Notable works: 
A Town Like Alice

 (1950) and 
On the Beach

 (1957).









shut-eye

 
/ˈSHəd ˌī/






noun






‹informal›

 sleep




•
 
we'd better get some shut-eye.



















shut-in

 
/ˈSHəd ˌin/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person confined indoors, especially as a result of physical or mental disability.




2.
 
a state or period in which an oil or gas well has available but unused capacity.













shutoff

 
/ˈSHətäf/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a device used for stopping a supply or operation




•
 
a shutoff valve.










2.
 
the cessation of flow, supply, or activity.













shutout

 
/ˈSHətˌout/






noun




a competition or game in which the losing side fails to score.













shutout bid






noun






[Bridge]

 a high bid intended to end the auction; a preemptive bid.













shutter

 
/ˈSHədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of hinged panels, often louvered, fixed inside or outside a window that can be closed for security or privacy or to keep out light.




2.
 


[Photography]

 a device that opens and closes to expose the film in a camera.




3.
 


[Music]

 the blind enclosing the swell box in an organ, used for controlling the volume of sound.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close the shutters of (a window or building)




•
 
the windows were shuttered against the afternoon heat




•
 (as 
adj.

 
shuttered

 )
 
barred and shuttered stores.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 close (a business)




•
 
the city was gripped by economic forces that were squeezing its tax base and shuttering its factories.














III.
 
derivatives





shutterless






adjective





















shutterbug

 
/ˈSHədərˌbəɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an enthusiastic amateur photographer.













shuttering

 
/ˈSHədəriNG/






noun



1.
 
wood in planks or strips used as a temporary structure for fencing to contain setting concrete, to support the sides of trenches, etc.




2.
 
a temporary structure made from planks.














shutter priority






noun






[Photography]

 a system used in some automatic cameras in which the shutter speed is selected by the user and the appropriate aperture is then set by the camera.

Compare with aperture priority
 .













shutter release






noun




the button on a camera that is pressed to make the shutter open.













shutter speed

 
/ˈSHədər spēd/






noun






[Photography]

 the time for which a shutter is open at a given setting.













shuttle

 
/ˈSHədl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of transportation that travels regularly between two places




•
 
the nine o'clock shuttle from Boston




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a shuttle bus service from the city center.










2.
 
short for space shuttle
 .




3.
 
a wooden device with two pointed ends holding a bobbin, used for carrying the weft thread between the warp threads in weaving.




4.
 
a bobbin carrying the lower thread in a sewing machine.




5.
 
short for shuttlecock
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel regularly between two or more places




•
 
he shuttled between Manhattan and Silicon Valley.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — transport in a shuttle




•
 
the river taxi shuttled employees between the newspaper's offices and the capital.

















– origin

 Old English 
scytel

 ‘dart, missile,’ of Germanic origin; compare with Old Norse 
skutill

 ‘harpoon’; related to shoot
 . Sense 1 and the verb are from the movement of the bobbin from one side of the loom to the other and back.






shuttlecock

 
/ˈSHədlˌkäk/






noun




a cork to which feathers are attached to form a cone shape, or a similar object of plastic, struck with rackets in the games of badminton and battledore.













shuttlecraft

 
/ˈSHədlˌkraft/






noun




(in science fiction) a space shuttle, typically one used for traveling between a larger spaceship and a planet or between planets in a solar system.













shuttle diplomacy

 
/ˈSHədl dəˈplōməsē/






noun




negotiations conducted by a mediator who travels between two or more parties that are reluctant to hold direct discussions.













shvitz

 
/SHvits /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
schvitz





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sauna or steam bath




•
 
our great-grandfather and his brothers went to the shvitz together.










2.
 
a session in a sauna or steam bath




•
 
when it's time for thinking I like to have a shvitz.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sweat




•
 
it was one of those godawful days with a billion percent humidity and everybody was schvitzing.

















– origin

 1930s: from Yiddish 
shvits

 ‘sauna, steam bath,’ probably from German 
Schwitze

 .






shy1


 
/SHī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
being reserved or having or showing nervousness or timidity in the company of other people




•
 
I was pretty shy at school




•
 
a shy smile.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
shy about

 )
 — slow or reluctant to do (something)




•
 
she has never been shy about discussing her efforts to raise aesthetic standards.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a dislike of or aversion to a specified thing




•
 
not publicity-shy, he offers the camera a friendly look.










4.
 
(of a wild mammal or bird) reluctant to remain in sight of humans.




5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
shy of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 less than; short of




•
 
he won the championship with a score three points shy of a world record.










6.
 
before




•
 
he left school just shy of his fourteenth birthday.










7.
 
(of a plant) not bearing flowers or fruit well or prolifically.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a horse) start suddenly aside in fright at an object, noise, or movement.




2.
 
(
shy from

 )
 — avoid doing or becoming involved in (something) due to nervousness or a lack of confidence




•
 
don't 
shy away from

 saying what you think.














III.
 
noun




a sudden startled movement, especially of a frightened horse.








IV.
 
derivatives





shyer

 
/ˈSHī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
scēoh

 ‘(of a horse) easily frightened,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
scheuen

 ‘shun,’ 
scheuchen

 ‘scare’; compare with eschew
 . The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.






shy2


 
/SHī /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fling or throw (something) at a target




•
 
he tore the glasses off and shied them at her.














II.
 
noun




an act of flinging or throwing something at a target.








III.
 
phrases





have a shy at





a.
 
try to hit something, especially with a ball or stone.




b.
 


‹archaic›

 attempt to do or obtain something.




c.
 


‹archaic›

 jeer at




•
 
you are always having a shy at Lady Ann and her relations.





















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





Shylock

 
/ˈSHīˌläk/





I.
 
a Jewish moneylender in Shakespeare's 
Merchant of Venice

 , who lends money to Antonio but demands in return a pound of Antonio's own flesh should the debt not be repaid on time.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Shylock

 )
 — 

‹offensive›

 a moneylender who charges extremely high rates of interest.









shyly

 
/ˈSHīlē/






adverb




in a nervous or timid manner




•
 
she smiles shyly, blushing a little.



















shyness

 
/ˈSHīnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being shy




•
 
gradually he overcame his natural shyness.



















shyster

 
/ˈSHīstər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person, especially a lawyer, who uses unscrupulous, fraudulent, or deceptive methods in business.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps related to German 
Scheisser

 ‘worthless person.’






si

 
/sē/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 another term for ti
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the initial letters of 
Sancte Iohannes

 , the closing words of a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).





Si






symbol




the chemical element silicon.













SI

 
/ˌes ˈī/






abbreviation



1.
 
the international system of units of measurement.

[from French 
Système International

 .]




2.
 


[Law]

 statutory instrument.













Siachen Glacier

 
/ˌsyäCHən ˈɡlāSHər/






a glacier in the Karakoram mountains in northwestern India, at an altitude of about 17,800 feet (5,500 m). Extending over 44 miles (70 km), it is one of the world's longest glaciers.










sial

 
/ˈsīal/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the material of the upper or continental part of the earth's crust, characterized as being of relatively low density and rich in silica and alumina.

Contrasted with sima
 .











– origin

 1920s: from the initial letters of silica
 and alumina
 .





sialagogue

 
/sīˈaləˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a drug that promotes the secretion of saliva.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Greek 
sialon

 ‘saliva’ + 
agōgos

 ‘leading.’





sialic acid

 
/sīˌalik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance present in saliva that consists of acyl derivatives of neuraminic acid.











– origin

 1950s: 
sialic

 from Greek 
sialon

 ‘saliva’ + -ic
 .





sialidase

 
/sīˈālidās/





I.
 
noun




another term for neuraminidase
 .











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
sialon

 ‘saliva’ + -ide
 + -ase
 .





Sialkot

 
/sēˈälkōt/






an industrial city in the province of Punjab, in Pakistan; pop. 502,700 (est. 2009).










Siam

 
/sīˈam/






former name (until 1939) of Thailand
 .









Siam, Gulf of






former name of the Gulf of Thailand (see Thailand, Gulf of
 ).









siamang

 
/ˈsēəˌmäNG/





I.
 
noun




a large black gibbon native to Sumatra and the Malay peninsula.

[
Hylobates syndactylus

 , family 
Hylobatidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Malay.





Siamese

 
/ˌsīəˈmēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a native of Siam (now Thailand).




2.
 
old-fashioned term for Thai
 (the language).




3.
 
(also 
Siamese cat

 )
 — a cat of a lightly built short-haired breed characterized by slanting blue eyes and typically pale fur with darker points.








II.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 of or concerning Siam, its people, or language.













Siamese twins

 
/sīəˌmēz ˈtwinz/





I.
 
plural noun




dated term for conjoined twins
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: with reference to the 
Siamese

 men Chang and Eng (1811–74), who, despite being joined at the waist, led an active life.






sib

 
/sib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 a brother or sister; a sibling.




2.
 


[Anthropology]

 a group of people recognized by an individual as his or her kindred.











– origin

 Old English, ‘related by birth or descent,’ of unknown origin. Sense 1 dates from the early 20th cent.





SIB






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 Securities and Investment Board, a regulatory body that oversees London's financial markets.













Sibelius, Jean

 
/siˈbālēəs/






(1865–1957), Finnish composer; born 
Johan Julius Christian Sibelius

 . His affinity for his country's landscape and legends, especially the epic 
Kalevala

 , is expressed in a series of symphonic poems including 
The Swan of Tuonela

 (1893), 
Finlandia

 (1899), and 
Tapiola

 (1925).









Šibenik

 
/SHēˈbenik/






an industrial city and port in Croatia, on the Adriatic coast; pop. 37,200 (est. 2009).









Siberia

 
/sīˈbirēə/






a vast region of Russia that extends from the Ural Mountains to the Pacific Ocean and from the Arctic coast to the northern borders of Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and China. Noted for the severity of its winters, it was traditionally used as a place of exile; it is now a major source of minerals and hydroelectric power.









Siberian

 
/sīˈbirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Siberia or its people




•
 
the Siberian plains near the Arctic Circle.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Siberia




•
 
a Soviet-era war memorial to Siberians.










2.
 
a Siberian husky dog




•
 
Siberians, though they shed a lot, generally have sleek coats.



















Siberian tiger






noun




a tiger of a large and threatened race with a long thick coat, found in southeastern Siberia and northeastern China.














sibilant

 
/ˈsibələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) sounded with a hissing effect, for example 
s

 , 
sh

 .




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 making or characterized by a hissing sound




•
 
his sibilant whisper.














II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a sibilant speech sound.








III.
 
derivatives





sibilance

 
/ˈsibələns /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sibilant-

 ‘hissing,’ from the verb 
sibilare

 .





sibilate

 
/ˈsibəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter with a hissing sound.








II.
 
derivatives





sibilation

 
/ˌsibəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sibilat-

 ‘hissed, whistled,’ from the verb 
sibilare

 .





Sibiu

 
/sēˈbyo͞o/






an industrial city in central Romania; pop. 154,452 (2006).









siblicide

 
/ˈsibləˌsīd/






noun






[Zoology]

 the killing of a sibling or siblings, as a behavior pattern typical in various animal groups.













sibling

 
/ˈsibliNG/





I.
 
noun




each of two or more children or offspring having one or both parents in common; a brother or sister.











– origin

 Old English in the sense ‘relative’ (see sib
 , -ling
 ). The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





sibship

 
/ˈsibSHip/






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 a group of offspring having the same two parents.




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Anthropology]

 the state of belonging to a sib or the same sib.













sibyl

 
/ˈsib(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman in ancient times supposed to utter the oracles and prophecies of a god.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a woman able to foretell the future.








II.
 
derivatives





sibylline

 
/ˈsibəˌlīn ˈsibəˌlēn /






adjective



















– origin

 from Old French 
Sibile

 or medieval Latin 
Sibilla

 , via Latin from Greek 
Sibulla

 .





sic1


 
/sik/





I.
 
adverb




used in brackets after a copied or quoted word that appears odd or erroneous to show that the word is quoted exactly as it stands in the original, as in 
a story must hold a child's interest and “enrich his [

 sic
] life.”













– origin

 Latin, literally ‘so, thus.’






sic2


 
/sik /

 
sick





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
sic something on

 )


1.
 
set a dog or other animal on (someone)




•
 
the plan was to surprise the heck out of the grizzly by sicking the dog on him.










2.
 
(
sic someone on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 set someone to pursue, keep watch on, or accompany (another).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: dialect variant of seek
 .





Sic.






abbreviation



1.
 
Sicilian.




2.
 
Sicily.













siccative

 
/ˈsikədiv/





I.
 
noun




a drying agent used as a component of paint.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
siccativus

 , from 
siccare

 ‘to dry.’






Sichuan

 
/ˈsiˈCHwän /

 
Szechuan
 , Szechwan






a province in west central China; capital, Chengdu.










Sicilia

 
/siˈsilyə, sēˈCHēlyä/






Italian name for Sicily
 .









Sicilian

 
/səˈsilēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the Italian island of Sicily or its people




•
 
a book about Sicilian politics and history.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Sicily, or a person of Sicilian descent




•
 
Sicilians have a variety of traditions.



















siciliano

 
/səˌsilēˈänō /

 
siciliana





I.
 
noun




a dance, song, or instrumental piece in 6/8 or 12/8 time and evoking a pastoral mood.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘Sicilian.’





Sicilian Vespers

 
/səˈsilēən ˈvespərz, səˈsilyən ˈvespərz/






a massacre of French inhabitants of Sicily that began near Palermo at the time of vespers on Easter Monday in 1282. The ensuing war resulted in the replacement of the unpopular French Angevin dynasty by the Spanish House of Aragon.










Sicily

 
/ˈsisəlē/






a large Italian island in the Mediterranean Sea, off the southwestern tip of Italy; capital, Palermo. It is separated from the Italian mainland by the Strait of Messina. Its highest point is Mount Etna.

Italian name Sicilia
 .










sick1


 
/sik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
affected by physical or mental illness




•
 
nursing very sick children




•
 
we were 
sick with

 bronchitis




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the sick

 )
 
visiting the sick and the elderly.










2.
 
of or relating to those who are ill




•
 
the company organized a sick fund for its workers.










3.
 
(of an organization, system, or society) suffering from serious problems, especially of a financial nature




•
 
their economy remains sick.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 pining or longing for someone or something




•
 
he was 
sick for

 a sight of her.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — feeling nauseous and wanting to vomit




•
 
he was starting to feel sick




•
 
Mark felt sick with fear.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an emotion) so intense as to cause one to feel unwell or nauseous




•
 
he had a sick fear of returning.










7.
 


‹informal›

 disappointed, mortified, or miserable




•
 
he looked pretty sick at that, but he eventually agreed.










8.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
sick of

 )
 — intensely annoyed with or bored by (someone or something) as a result of having had too much of them




•
 
I'm absolutely sick of your moods.










9.
 


‹informal›

 (especially of humor) having something unpleasant such as death, illness, or misfortune as its subject and dealing with it in an offensive way




•
 
this was someone's idea of a sick joke.










10.
 
(of a person) having abnormal or unnatural tendencies; perverted




•
 
he is a deeply sick man from whom society needs to be protected.










11.
 


‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
it was a sick party and there were tons of cool people there.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 vomit.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
sick something up

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 bring something up by vomiting.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be sick





a.
 
be ill.




b.
 
vomit.









2.
 
fall (or take) sick






become ill.









3.
 
get sick





a.
 
become ill.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 vomit.









4.
 
make someone sick





a.
 
cause someone to vomit or feel nauseous or unwell




•
 
sherry makes me sick and so do cigars.










b.
 
cause someone to feel intense annoyance or disgust




•
 
you're so damned self-righteous you make me sick!















5.
 
—— oneself sick






do something to such an extent that one feels nauseous or unwell (often used for emphasis)




•
 
she was 
worrying herself sick about

 Mike.















6.
 
sick and tired of








‹informal›

 annoyed about or bored with (someone or something) and unwilling to put up with them any longer




•
 
I am sick and tired of all the criticism.















7.
 
(as) sick as a dog








‹informal›

 extremely ill.









8.
 
(as) sick as a parrot








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely disappointed.









9.
 
the sick man of ——






a country that is politically or economically unsound, especially in comparison with its neighbors in the region specified




•
 
the country had been the sick man of Europe for too long.







[from a use of 
sick man

 , frequently applied in the late 19th cent. to the Sultan of Turkey, later extended to Turkey and other countries.]









10.
 
sick to death of








‹informal›

 annoyed about or bored with (someone or something) and unwilling to put up with them any longer




•
 
I am sick to death of being told that this is our fault.















11.
 
sick to one's stomach





a.
 
nauseous.




b.
 
disgusted.












V.
 
derivatives





sickish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sēoc

 ‘affected by illness,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ziek

 and German 
siech

 .





sick2


 
/sik/






verb




variant of sic
 2
 .













sickbay

 
/ˈsikˌbā /

 
sick bay






noun




a room or building set aside for the treatment or accommodation of the sick, especially within a military base or on board a ship.













sickbed

 
/ˈsikˌbed/






noun




an invalid's bed (often used to refer to the state or condition of being an invalid)




•
 
he had climbed from his sickbed to help the club.



















sick building syndrome

 
/sik ˈbildiNG ˈsinˌdrōm/






noun




a condition affecting office workers, typically marked by headaches and respiratory problems, attributed to unhealthy or stressful factors in the working environment such as poor ventilation.













sick call

 
/ˈsik ˌkôl/






noun



1.
 
a visit to a sick person, typically one made by a doctor or priest.




2.
 


[Military]

 a summons for those reporting sick to attend for treatment.













sick day






noun




a day taken off from work because of illness.













sicken

 
/ˈsikən/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) feel disgusted or appalled




•
 
she was sickened by the bomb attack.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 feel disgust or horror




•
 
he 
sickened at

 the thought.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become ill




•
 
Dawson sickened unexpectedly and died in 1916.



















sickener

 
/ˈsik(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 something that causes disgust or severe disappointment.




2.
 
(
the sickener

 )
 — a poisonous toadstool with a red cap and a white or cream-colored stem and gills, found commonly in both Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Russula

 , family 
Russulaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 , in particular 
R. emetica

 .]













sickening

 
/ˈsik(ə)niNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or liable to cause a feeling of nausea or disgust




•
 
a sickening stench of blood




•
 
she hit the ground with a sickening thud.










2.
 


‹informal›

 causing irritation or annoyance.








II.
 
derivatives





sickeningly

 
/ˈsik(ə)niNGlē /






adverb





















sick headache






noun




a headache accompanied by nausea, particularly a migraine.













sickie

 
/ˈsikē/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for sicko
 .













sickle

 
/ˈsik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a short-handled farming tool with a semicircular blade, used for cutting grain, lopping, or trimming.











– origin

 Old English 
sicol

 , 
sicel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
sikkel

 and German 
Sichel

 , based on Latin 
secula

 , from 
secare

 ‘to cut.’





sick leave

 
/ˈsik ˌlēv/






noun




leave of absence granted because of illness.













sicklebill

 
/ˈsikəlˌbil/






noun




any of a number of birds with a long narrow down-curved bill.

[● a tropical American hummingbird (genus 
Eutoxeres

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : two species). ● a New Guinea bird of paradise (two genera in the family 
Paradisaeidae

 ).]













sickle cell anemia

 
/ˌsikəl sel əˈnēmēə /

 
sickle cell disease






noun




a severe hereditary form of anemia in which a mutated form of hemoglobin distorts the red blood cells into a crescent shape at low oxygen levels. It is most common among those of African descent.













sickle cell trait






noun




a relatively mild condition caused by the presence of a single gene for sickle cell anemia, producing a smaller amount of abnormal hemoglobin and conferring some resistance to malaria.













sickle feather






noun




each of the long middle feathers of a rooster's tail.













sick list

 
/sik list/






noun




a list, especially in the military, of people who are ill and unable to work.













sickly

 
/ˈsiklē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
often ill; in poor health




•
 
she was a thin, sickly child.










2.
 
(of a person's complexion or expression) indicative of poor health




•
 
his usual sickly pallor.










3.
 


‹literary›

 (of a place, climate, or time) causing or characterized by unhealthiness




•
 
a deep sickly vaporous swamp.










4.
 
(of a flavor, smell, color, or light) so unpleasant as to induce discomfort or nausea




•
 
the walls were painted a sickly green




•
 
she liked her coffee sweet and sickly.










5.
 
excessively sentimental or mawkish




•
 
a sickly fable of delicate young lovers.














II.
 
derivatives





sickliness

 
/ˈsiklēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably suggested by Old Norse 
sjúkligr

 .





sickly-sweet

 
/ˈsiklēswēt/






adjective



1.
 
excessively or unpleasantly sweet




•
 
sickly-sweet marshmallow.










2.
 
excessively sentimental or mawkish




•
 
a sickly-sweet teen road-trip movie.



















sick-making

 
/ˈsik ˌmākiNG/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 nauseatingly unpleasant or shocking




•
 
a sick-making stench.










2.
 


‹informal›

 overly sentimental, coy, or trite.













sickness

 
/ˈsiknəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being ill




•
 
she was absent through sickness.










2.
 
[often with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a particular type of illness or disease




•
 
botulism causes fodder sickness of horses




•
 
a woman suffering an incurable sickness.










3.
 
the feeling or fact of being affected with nausea or vomiting




•
 
she felt a wave of sickness wash over her




•
 
travel sickness.

















– origin

 Old English 
sēocnesse

 (see sick
 1
 , -ness
 ).






sicko

 
/ˈsikō/






noun






‹informal›

 a mentally ill or perverted person, especially one who is sadistic.













sickout

 
/ˈsik ˌout/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an organized period of unwarranted sick leave taken as a form of group protest, usually as a measure to avoid a formal strike.













sickroom

 
/ˈsikˌro͞om ˈsikˌro͝om/






noun




a room in a school or place of work occupied by or set apart for people who are unwell.













sick ticket






noun






‹humorous›

 a person with an affinity for sick humor




•
 
you'd have to be a sick ticket to eat candy called “gummy rats.”



















sidalcea

 
/sīˈdalSHēə/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous North American plant of the mallow family, several kinds of which are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Sidalcea

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from 
Sida

 + 
Alcea

 , names of related genera.





siddha

 
/ˈsidə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 one who has achieved spiritual realization and supernatural power.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





Siddhartha Gautama

 
/siˈdärtə ˈɡôtəmə, siˈdärTHə-/






see Buddha
 .









siddhi

 
/ˈsidē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 complete understanding and enlightenment possessed by a siddha.




2.
 
(
pl.

 siddhis)
 — 

[Hinduism]

 
[Buddhism]

 a paranormal power possessed by a siddha.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





Siddons, Mrs. Sarah

 
/ˈsidnz/






(1755–1831), English actress; born 
Sarah Kemble

 . She was noted particularly for her role as Lady Macbeth.










side

 
/sīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a position to the left or right of an object, place, or central point




•
 
a town on the other side of the river




•
 
on either side of the entrance was a garden




•
 
Rachel tilted her head to one side.










2.
 
either of the two halves of an object, surface, or place regarded as divided by an imaginary central line




•
 
she lay on her side of the bed




•
 
the left side of the brain.










3.
 
the right or the left part of a person's or animal's body, especially of the human torso




•
 
he has been paralyzed on his right side since birth.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a place or position closely adjacent to someone




•
 
his wife stood 
at his side

 .










5.
 
either of the lateral halves of the body of a butchered animal, or an animal prepared for eating




•
 
a side of beef.










6.
 
an upright or sloping surface of a structure or object that is not the top or bottom and generally not the front or back




•
 
a car crashed into the side of the house




•
 
line the sides of the cake pan




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a side entrance.










7.
 
each of the flat surfaces of a solid object.




8.
 
either of the two surfaces of something flat and thin, such as paper or cloth.




9.
 
the amount of writing needed to fill one side of a sheet of paper




•
 
she told us not to write more than three sides.










10.
 
either of the two faces of a record or of the two separate tracks on a length of recording tape.




11.
 
a part or region near the edge and away from the middle of something




•
 
a minivan was parked at the side of the road




•
 
cabins on the south side of the clearing.










12.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — subsidiary to or less important than something




•
 
a side dish of fresh vegetables.










13.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dish served as subsidiary to the main one




•
 
sides of German potato salad and red cabbage.










14.
 
each of the lines forming the boundary of a plane rectilinear figure




•
 
the farm buildings formed three sides of a square.










15.
 
a person or group opposing another or others in a dispute, contest, or debate




•
 
the two sides agreed to resume border trade




•
 
whose side are you on?










16.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a sports team.




17.
 
the position, interests, or attitude of one person or group, especially when regarded as being in opposition to another or others




•
 
Mrs. Burt hasn't kept her side of the bargain




•
 
the conservationists are on the city's side of the case.










18.
 
a particular aspect of something, especially a situation or a person's character




•
 
her ability to put up with his disagreeable side.










19.
 
a person's kinship or line of descent as traced through either their father or mother




•
 
Richard was of French descent on his mother's side.










20.
 
(also 
sidespin

 )
 — horizontal spinning motion given to a ball.




21.
 


[Billiards]

 another term for English
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
side with/against

 )
 — support or oppose in a conflict, dispute, or debate




•
 
he felt that Max had betrayed him by siding with Beatrice.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide with a side or sides; form the side of




•
 
the hills that side a long valley.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by (or at) someone's side






close to someone, especially so as to give them comfort or moral support




•
 
a stepson who stayed by your side when your own son deserted you.















2.
 
by the side of






close to




•
 
a house by the side of the road.















3.
 
from side to side





a.
 
alternately left and right from a central point




•
 
I shook my head frantically from side to side.










b.
 
across the entire width; right across




•
 
the fleet stretched four miles from side to side.















4.
 
have something on one's side (or something is on one's side)






something is operating to one's advantage




•
 
now that he had time on his side, Tom relaxed a little.















5.
 
on (or to) one side





a.
 
out of one's way; aside.




b.
 
to be dealt with or considered later, especially because tending to distract one from something more important




•
 
before the kickoff a player has to set his disappointments and frustrations to one side.















6.
 
on the —— side






tending toward being ——; rather —— (used to qualify an adjective)




•
 
these shoes are a bit on the tight side.















7.
 
on the side





a.
 
in addition to one's regular job or as a subsidiary source of income




•
 
no one lived in the property, but the caretaker made a little on the side by renting rooms out.










b.
 
secretly, especially with regard to a relationship in addition to one's legal or regular partner




•
 
Brian had a mistress on the side.










c.
 


(N. Amer.)

 served separately from the main dish




•
 
a club sandwich with french fries on the side.















8.
 
side by side





a.
 
(of two or more people or things) close together and facing the same way




•
 
on we jogged, side by side, for a mile.










b.
 
together




•
 
we have been using both systems, side by side, for two years.










c.
 
(of people or groups) supporting each other; in cooperation




•
 
the two institutions worked side by side in complete harmony.















9.
 
side of the fence






see fence
 .









10.
 
take sides






support one person or cause against another or others in a dispute, conflict, or contest




•
 
I do not want to take sides in this matter.















11.
 
take (or draw) someone to one side






speak to someone in private, especially so as to advise or warn them about something.









12.
 
this side of





a.
 
before (a particular time, date, or event)




•
 
this side of midnight.










b.
 
yet to reach (a particular age)




•
 
I'm this side of forty-five.










c.
 


‹informal›

 used in superlative expressions to denote that something is comparable with a paragon or model of its kind




•
 
the finest coffee this side of Brazil.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sideless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sīde

 ‘left or right part of the body,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zijde

 and German 
Seite

 , probably from a base meaning ‘extending lengthwise.’





sidearm1


 
/ˈsīdärm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a throw, pitch, or cast) performed or delivered with a sweeping motion of the arm at or below shoulder level.




2.
 
(of a person, typically a baseball pitcher) using a sweeping motion of the arm at or below shoulder level.








II.
 
adverb




in a sidearm manner




•
 
I could throw sidearm.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Baseball]

 throw or pitch a ball to (someone) with a sidearm motion.




2.
 


[chiefly Baseball]

 throw or pitch (a ball or other object) with a sidearm motion.








IV.
 
derivatives





sidearmer






noun





















sidearm2


 
/ˈsīdärm /

 
side arm






noun




a weapon worn at a person's side, such as a pistol or other small firearm (or, formerly, a sword or bayonet).













sideband

 
/ˈsīdˌband/






noun






[Telecommunications]

 one of two frequency bands on either side of the carrier wave, containing the modulated signal.













sidebar

 
/ˈsīdˌbär/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a short article in a newspaper or magazine, typically boxed, placed alongside a main article, and containing additional or explanatory material.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Computing]

 (in a graphical user interface) a narrow vertical area that is located alongside the main display area, typically containing related information or navigation options




•
 
Windows Explorer's sidebar is a great place to house shortcuts to your favorite folders and other tools.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a secondary, additional, or incidental thing; a side issue.




4.
 
(also 
sidebar conference

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (in a court of law) a discussion between the lawyers and the judge held out of earshot of the jury.













side bet






noun




a bet over and above the main bet, especially on a subsidiary issue.













sideboard

 
/ˈsīdbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a flat-topped piece of furniture with cupboards and drawers, placed along a wall and used for storing dishes, glasses, and table linen.




2.
 
(usu. 
sideboards

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 sideburns.




3.
 
a board forming the side, or a part of the side, of a structure, especially a removable board at the side of a truck or trailer.













side boob






noun






‹informal›

 the side part of a woman’s breast, as exposed by a revealing item of clothing




•
 
the figure-hugging creation showed off plenty of side boob.



















sideburn

 
/ˈsīdˌbərn/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
sideburns

 )


1.
 
a strip of hair grown by a man down each side of the face in front of his ears.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally 
burnside

 , from the name of General 
Burnside

 (1824–81), who affected this style.





sidecar

 
/ˈsīdˌkär/






noun



1.
 
a small, low vehicle attached to the side of a motorcycle for carrying passengers.




2.
 
a cocktail of brandy and lemon juice with orange liqueur.













side chain






noun






[Chemistry]

 a group of atoms attached to the main part of a molecule and having a ring or chain structure.













side chair






noun




an upright wooden chair without arms.













side chapel






noun




a subsidiary chapel opening off the side aisle in a large church.













sidecut

 
/ˈsīdkət/






noun




a curve in the side of a ski or snowboard that allows it to turn more smoothly.













sided

 
/ˈsīdid/





I.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having sides of a specified number or type




•
 
narrow, steep-sided canyons.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sidedly






adverb




[in 
combination

 ]
 —












2.
 
sidedness






noun





















side dish

 
/sīd diSH/






noun




a dish served as subsidiary to the main one




•
 
both were served with an excellent side dish of fresh vegetables.



















side door






noun




a door in or at the side of a building.













side drum

 
/ˈsīd ˌdrəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for snare drum
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: so named because it was originally played, suspended from the drummer's side.





side effect

 
/ˈsīd əˌfekt/






noun




a secondary, typically undesirable effect of a drug or medical treatment




•
 
many anticancer drugs now in use have toxic side effects.



















side-eye






noun

 — (usu. 
the side-eye

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a sidelong glance expressing disapproval or contempt




•
 
after we complained of being ignored she kept 
giving me the side-eye






•
 
she casts a side-eye and nods dubiously.



















side glance






noun




a sideways or brief glance.













sidegrade

 
/ˈsīdɡrād/





I.
 
noun




a marketing incentive aimed at persuading a consumer to switch to a competitor's product




•
 
a competitive sidegrade to Canvas or CorelDraw.














II.
 
verb




switch to a competitive product




•
 
I'd prefer to sidegrade to Windows Media Player 10 at some point.



















sidehill

 
/ˈsīdhil/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a hillside.













side issue

 
/ˈsīd ˌiSH(y)o͞o/






noun




a point or topic connected to or raised by some other issue, but not as important, especially one that distracts attention from the more important issue.













sidekick

 
/ˈsīdˌkik/






noun






‹informal›

 a person's assistant or close associate, especially one who has less authority than that person.













sidelight

 
/ˈsīdˌlīt/






noun



1.
 
a light placed at the side of something.




2.
 
(
sidelights

 )
 — a ship's port (red) and starboard (green) navigation lights.




3.
 
natural light coming from the side.




4.
 
a narrow window or pane of glass set alongside a door or larger window.




5.
 
a piece of incidental information that helps to clarify or enliven a subject.













sideline

 
/ˈsīdˌlīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an activity done in addition to one's main job, especially to earn extra income


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sideline career as a stand-up comic.










2.
 
an auxiliary line of goods or business




•
 
electronic handbooks are a lucrative sideline for the firm.










3.
 
(usu. 
sidelines

 )
 — either of the two lines bounding the longer sides of a football field, basketball court, tennis court, or similar playing area.




4.
 
the area immediately outside either sideline as a place for nonplayers, substitutes, or spectators




•
 
his son watched from the sidelines.







See also on the sidelines
 below.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a player) to be unable to play on a team or in a game




•
 
he has been sidelined for the last six weeks with a fractured wrist.










2.
 
remove from the center of activity or attention; place in a less influential position




•
 
a respected lawyer will be sidelined by alcohol abuse.














III.
 
phrases





on (or from) the sidelines






in (or from) a position where one is observing a situation but is unable or unwilling to be directly involved in it.


















sidelong

 
/ˈsīdˌlôNG/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




directed to or from one side; sideways


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
Steve gave her a sidelong glance




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
he looked sidelong at her with a quick smile.

















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of earlier 
sideling

 , from side
 + the adverbial suffix 
-ling

 .





sideman

 
/ˈsīdman/






noun




a supporting musician in a jazz band or rock group.













sidemeat

 
/ˈsīdmēt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 salt pork or bacon, typically cut from the side of the pig.













side-necked turtle






noun




a freshwater turtle with a relatively long head and neck that is retracted sideways into the shell for defense.

[Suborder 
Pleurodira

 : families 
Chelidae

 (South America and Australasia) and 
Pelomedusidae

 (South America and southern Africa), and several genera.]













side note






noun




a marginal note in a text.













side-on

 
/ˈsīd ˌän/





I.
 
adverb




with the side of someone or something toward something else




•
 
the ship was wallowing side-on to the swell.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
directed from or toward a side




•
 
a shot of the crowd from the side-on camera.










2.
 
(of a collision) involving the side of a vehicle.













side plate

 
/sīd plāt/






noun




a plate smaller than a dinner plate, used for bread or other accompaniments to a meal.













sidereal

 
/ˌsīˈdirēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or with respect to the distant stars (i.e., the constellations or fixed stars, not the sun or planets).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sidereus

 (from 
sidus

 , 
sider-

 ‘star’) + -al
 .





sidereal clock






noun






[Astronomy]

 a clock measuring sidereal time in terms of 24 equal divisions of a sidereal day.













sidereal day






noun






[Astronomy]

 the time between two consecutive transits of the First Point of Aries. It represents the time taken by the earth to rotate on its axis relative to the stars, and is almost four minutes shorter than the solar day because of the earth's orbital motion.













sidereal month






noun






[Astronomy]

 the time it takes the moon to orbit once around the earth with respect to the stars (approximately 27¼ days).













sidereal period






noun






[Astronomy]

 the period of revolution of one body around another with respect to the distant stars.













sidereal time






noun






[Astronomy]

 time reckoned from the motion of the earth (or a planet) relative to the distant stars (rather than with respect to the sun).














sidereal year






noun






[Astronomy]

 the orbital period of the earth around the sun, taking the stars as a reference frame, being 20 minutes longer than the tropical year because of precession.













siderite

 
/ˈsidəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brown mineral consisting of ferrous carbonate, occurring as the main component of some kinds of ironstone or as rhombohedral crystals in mineral veins.




2.
 
a meteorite consisting mainly of nickel and iron.








II.
 
derivatives





sideritic

 
/ˌsidəˈridik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting lodestone): from Greek 
sidēros

 ‘iron’ + -ite
 1
 .





sidero-1






I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the stars




•
 
siderostat.

















– origin

 from Latin 
sidus

 , 
sider-

 ‘star.’





sidero-2






I.
 
combining form




of or relating to iron




•
 
siderophore.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sidēros

 ‘iron.’





side road

 
/ˈsīd ˌrōd/






noun




a minor or subsidiary road, especially one joining or diverging from a main road.













siderophore

 
/ˈsidərəˌfôr/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a molecule that binds and transports iron in microorganisms.













siderostat

 
/ˈsidərəˌstat/






noun






[Astronomy]

 an instrument used for keeping the image of a celestial object in a fixed position.













sidesaddle

 
/ˈsīdˌsadl/





I.
 
noun




a saddle in which the rider has both feet on the same side of the horse. It is typically used by a woman rider wearing a skirt.








II.
 
adverb




sitting in the sidesaddle position on a horse.













side shoot

 
/ˈsīd ˌSHo͞ot/






noun




a shoot growing from the side of a plant's stem.













sideshow

 
/ˈsīdˌSHō/






noun



1.
 
a small show or stall at an exhibition, fair, or circus.




2.
 
a minor or diverting incident or issue, especially one that distracts attention from something more important.













sideslip

 
/ˈsīdslip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sideways skid or slip.




2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 a sideways movement of an aircraft, especially downward toward the inside of a turn.




3.
 
(in skiing and surfing) an act of traveling down a slope or wave in a direction not in line with one's skis or board.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
skid or slip sideways




•
 
the weight counteracts the tire's tendency to sideslip.










2.
 


[Aeronautics]

 move in a sideslip.




3.
 
(in skiing and surfing) travel sideways or in any direction not in line with one's skis or board.













side split






noun






(Canadian)

 a split-level house with fewer stories on one side than the other.













sidesplitting

 
/ˈsīdˌsplidiNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 extremely amusing; causing violent laughter




•
 
sidesplitting anecdotes.



















sidestep

 
/ˈsīdˌstep/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
avoid (someone or something) by stepping sideways




•
 
as she walked she sidestepped the many cracks in the pavement.










2.
 
avoid dealing with or discussing (something problematic or disagreeable)




•
 
he neatly sidestepped the questions about riots.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Skiing]

 climb or descend by lifting alternate skis while facing sideways on the slope.








II.
 
noun




a step taken sideways, typically to avoid someone or something.








III.
 
derivatives





sidestepper






noun





















sidestream smoke

 
/ˈsīdˌstrēm ˌsmōk/






noun




smoke that passes from a cigarette into the surrounding air, rather than into the smoker's lungs.













side street

 
/ˈsīd ˌstrēt/






noun




a minor or subsidiary street.













sidestroke

 
/ˈsīdˌstrōk/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a swimming stroke similar to the breaststroke in which the swimmer lies on their side.













side suit






noun






[Bridge]

 a suit other than the trump suit.













sideswipe

 
/ˈsīdˌswīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a glancing blow from or on the side of something, especially a motor vehicle.




2.
 
a passing critical remark about someone or something.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 strike (someone or something) with or as if with a glancing blow




•
 
Curtis jerked the wheel hard over and sideswiped the other car.



















side table

 
/ˈsīd ˌtābəl/






noun




a table placed at the side of a room or apart from the main table.













side tone






noun




feedback in a telephone receiver, in particular the reproduction of the user's own voice.













sidetrack

 
/ˈsīdtrak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be/get sidetracked

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to be distracted from an immediate or important issue




•
 
he does not let himself get sidetracked by fads and trends.










2.
 
divert (a project or debate) away from a central issue or previously determined plan




•
 
the effort at reform has been sidetracked for years.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 direct (a train) onto a branch line or siding.




4.
 
divert (a well or borehole) to reach a productive deposit or to avoid an obstruction.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a minor path or track.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a railroad branch line or siding.




3.
 
a well or borehole that runs partly to one side of the original line of drilling.













side trip






noun




a minor excursion during a voyage or trip.













side view

 
/ˈsīd ˌvyo͞o/






noun




a view from the side.













sidewalk

 
/ˈsīdˌwôk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a paved path for pedestrians at the side of a road.













sidewall

 
/ˈsīdwôl/






noun



1.
 
(often 
side wall

 )
 — a wall forming the side of a structure or room.




2.
 
the side of a tire, typically marked or colored distinctively.













sideward

 
/sīdwərd/





I.
 
adjective




another term for sideways
 .








II.
 
adverb




another term for sideways
 .














sideways

 
/ˈsīdˌwāz/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
to, toward, or from the side


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
she tilted her body sideways




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
he hurried toward his office without a sideways glance.










2.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — with one side facing forward




•
 
the truck slid sideways across the road.










3.
 
so as to occupy a job or position at the same level as one previously held rather than be promoted or demoted


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
after the reshuffle there were sideways moves for managers.










4.
 
by an indirect way


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he came into politics sideways, as campaign manager for the president.










5.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — from an unconventional or unorthodox viewpoint




•
 
take 
a sideways look at

 daily life.














II.
 
phrases





knock someone sideways






see knock
 .

















side-wheeler

 
/ˈsīdˌ(h)wēlər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a steamboat with paddle wheels on either side.








II.
 
derivatives





side-wheel

 
/ˈsīdˌ(h)wēl /






adjective





















side whiskers

 
/sīd ˈ(h)wiskərz/






plural noun




whiskers or sideburns on a man's cheeks.













sidewind

 
/ˈsīdwīnd/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
sidewinding

 )


1.
 
(of a sidewinder or other snake) move sideways in a series of S-shaped curves.













side wind

 
/ˈsīd ˌwind/






noun




a wind blowing predominantly from one side.













sidewinder1


 
/ˈsīdˌwīndər/






noun




a pale-colored, nocturnal, burrowing rattlesnake that moves sideways over sand by throwing its body into S-shaped curves. It is found in the deserts of North America.

[
Crotalus cerastes

 , family 
Viperidae

 .]













sidewinder2


 
/ˈsīdˌwīndər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a heavy blow with the fist delivered from or on the side.













sidewise

 
/ˈsīdwīz/






adverb, adjective






(US)

 another term for sideways
 .













Sidhe

 
/SHē/





I.
 
plural noun




the fairy people of Irish folklore, said to live beneath the hills and often identified as the remnant of the ancient Tuatha Dé Danann.











– origin

 from Irish 
aos sidhe

 ‘people of the fairy mound.’





Sidi bel Abbès

 
/ˌsēdē bel əˈbes/






a town in northern Algeria, south of Oran; pop. 197,600 (est. 2009).









siding

 
/ˈsīdiNG/






noun



1.
 
a short track at the side of and opening onto a railroad line, used chiefly for shunting or stabling trains.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a loop line.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cladding material for the outside of a building.













sidle

 
/ˈsīdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk in a furtive, unobtrusive, or timid manner, especially sideways or obliquely




•
 
I 
sidled up to

 her.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or instance of sidling.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: back-formation from 
sideling

 (see sidelong
 ).






Sidon

 
/ˈsīdn/






a city in Lebanon, on the Mediterranean coast, south of Beirut; pop. 58,400 (est. 2009). Founded in the 3rd millennium 
BC

 , it was a Phoenician seaport and city state.

Arabic name Saida
 .









Sidra, Gulf of

 
/ˈsidrə /

 
Gulf of Sirte






a broad inlet of the Mediterranean Sea on the coast of Libya, between the towns of Benghazi and Misratah.









SIDS

 
/sidz/






abbreviation




sudden infant death syndrome.













Siebengebirge

 
/ˈzēbənɡəˌbirɡə/






a range of hills in western Germany, on the right bank of the Rhine River, southeast of Bonn.










siege

 
/sēj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military operation in which enemy forces surround a town or building, cutting off essential supplies, with the aim of compelling the surrender of those inside




•
 
Verdun had withstood a siege of ten weeks




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
siege warfare.










2.
 
an operation in which a police or other force surround a building and cut off supplies, with the aim of forcing an armed person to surrender.




3.
 
a prolonged period of misfortune




•
 
I've been having a siege of headaches.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
lay siege to






conduct a siege of (a place)




•
 
government forces laid siege to the building




•
 


‹figurative›

 the press laid siege to her apartment.















2.
 
under siege






(of a place) undergoing a siege




•
 
the fort had been under siege by guerrillas since June




•
 


‹figurative›

 we are 
under siege from

 budget cuts.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sege

 , from 
asegier

 ‘besiege.’





siege economy






noun




an economy in which import controls are imposed and the export of capital is curtailed.













siege gun






noun




a heavy gun used in attacking a place under siege.













siege mentality






noun




a defensive or paranoid attitude based on the belief that others are hostile toward one.













Siegfried

 
/ˈsēɡfrēd/






the hero of the first part of the Nibelungenlied. A prince of the Netherlands, Siegfried obtains a hoard of treasure by killing the dragon Fafner. He marries Kriemhild, and helps Gunther to win Brunhild before being killed by Hagen.










Siegfried Line

 
/ˈsēɡfrēd ˌlīn/





I.
 
the line of defense constructed by the Germans along the western frontier of Germany before World War II.




II.
 
another term for Hindenburg Line
 .









Sieg Heil

 
/ˌsēɡ ˈhīl/





I.
 
exclamation




a victory salute used originally by Nazis at political rallies.








II.
 
derivatives





Sieg-Heiling






adjective



















– origin

 German, literally ‘hail victory!’





siemens

 
/ˈsēmənz /

 
S





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of conductance, equal to one reciprocal ohm.











– origin

 1930s: named after K. W. von Siemens
 .






Siemens

 
/ˈzēmənz, ˈsē-/






a German family of scientific entrepreneurs and engineers. 
Ernst Werner von Siemens

 (1816–92) was an electrical engineer who developed the process of electroplating, devised an electric generator that used an electromagnet, and pioneered electrical traction. His brother 
Karl Wilhelm

 (1823–83) (also known as 
Sir Charles William Siemens

 ) moved to England, where he developed the open-hearth steel furnace and designed the cable-laying steamship 
Faraday

 . Their brother 
Friedrich

 (1826–1904) applied the principles of the open-hearth furnace to glassmaking.









Siena

 
/sēˈenə/






a city in west central Italy, in Tuscany; pop. 54,159 (2008). In the 13th and 14th centuries, it was the center of a flourishing school of art.









Sienese

 
/ˌsēəˈnēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Italian city of Siena or its inhabitants




•
 
Sienese dancers.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Italian city of Siena




•
 
plenty of cash changes hands as the Sienese furtively bet on their horse to win.



















sienna

 
/sēˈenə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of ferruginous earth used as a pigment in painting, normally yellowish-brown in color (
raw sienna

 ) or deep reddish-brown when roasted (
burnt sienna

 ).




2.
 
the color of sienna pigment.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
(terra di) Sienna

 ‘(earth of) Siena.’





Sierpinski triangle

 
/SHirˌpinskē ˈtrīaNGɡəl /

 
Sierpinski gasket





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a fractal based on a triangle with four equal triangles inscribed in it. The central triangle is removed and each of the other three treated as the original was, and so on, creating an infinite regression in a finite space.











– origin

 1970s: named after Waclaw 
Sierpiński

 (1882–1969), Polish mathematician.





sierra

 
/sēˈerə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long jagged mountain chain.




2.
 
a code word representing the letter S, used in radio communication.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: Spanish, from Latin 
serra

 ‘saw.’





Sierra Leone

 
/sēˌerə lēˈōn/







1.
 
a country on the coast of West Africa; pop. 5,132,100 (est. 2009); capital, Freetown; languages, English (official), English Creole, Temne, and other West African languages.





An area of British influence from the late 18th century, the district around Freetown on the coast became a colony in 1807, serving as a center for operations against slave traders. The large inland territory was not declared a protectorate until 1896. Sierra Leone achieved independence within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1961 but was suspended from the organization in 1997 following military coups in 1992 and 1997. National elections were held in 2002, and UN peacekeepers withdrew in 2004, but the situation remained unstable.









Sierra Leonean

 
/sēˌerə lēˈōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Sierra Leone or its people




•
 
a documentary by a Sierra Leonean journalist.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Sierra Leone




•
 
many Sierra Leoneans celebrated in the street after the announcement.



















Sierra Madre

 
/sēˌerə ˈmädrā/






a mountain system in Mexico that extends from the border with the US on the north to the southern border with Guatemala.









Sierra Nevada





I.
 
a mountain range in southern Spain, in Andalusia, southeast of Granada.




II.
 
a mountain range in eastern California. Rising sharply from the Great Basin on the east, it descends more gently to California's Central Valley on the west.









Sierra Vista

 
/sēˌerə ˈvistə/






a city in the southeastern corner of Arizona, just north of the Mexican border; pop. 43,320 (est. 2008).









siesta

 
/sēˈestə/





I.
 
noun




an afternoon rest or nap, especially one taken during the hottest hours of the day in a hot climate.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Spanish, from Latin 
sexta (hora

 ) ‘sixth hour.’






sieve

 
/siv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a utensil consisting of a wire or plastic mesh held in a frame, used for straining solids from liquids, for separating coarser from finer particles, or for reducing soft solids to a pulp.




2.
 
used figuratively with reference to the fact that a sieve does not hold all its contents




•
 
she's forgotten all the details already—she's got 
a mind like a sieve

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a food substance or other material) through a sieve.




2.
 
(usu. 
sieve something out

 )
 — remove (unwanted items)




•
 
filters sieve large particles out of the water to prevent them from harming the pumps.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sieve through

 )
 — examine in detail




•
 
lawyers had sieved through her contract.














III.
 
derivatives





sievelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sife

 (noun); related to Dutch 
zeef

 and German 
Sieb

 .





sieve cell






noun






[Botany]

 a sieve element of a primitive type present in ferns and gymnosperms, with narrow pores and no sieve plate.













sieve element






noun






[Botany]

 an elongated cell in the phloem of a vascular plant, in which the primary wall is perforated by pores through which water is conducted.













sieve plate






noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 an area of relatively large pores present in the common end walls of sieve tube elements.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a perforated plate in the integument of an invertebrate, especially the madreporite of an echinoderm.













sievert

 
/ˈsēvərt /

 
Sv





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of dose equivalent (the biological effect of ionizing radiation), equal to an effective dose of a joule of energy per kilogram of recipient mass.











– origin

 1940s: named after Rolf M. 
Sievert

 (1896–1966), Swedish radiologist.





sieve tube






noun






[Botany]

 a series of sieve tube elements placed end to end to form a continuous tube.













sieve tube element

 
sieve tube member






noun






[Botany]

 a sieve element of a type present in angiosperms, a series of which are joined end to end to form sieve tubes, with sieve plates between the elements.













sifaka

 
/SHəˈfakə, -ˈfäkə, sə-/





I.
 
noun




a large gregarious lemur that leaps from tree to tree in an upright position.

[Genus 
Propithecus

 , family 
Indriidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Malagasy.





SIFI

 
/ˈsifē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a financial institution regarded as so important to the economy that its failure could lead to a widespread economic crisis.




•
 
G20 finance ministers endorsed a comprehensive framework to reduce the risks posed by SIFIs.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: acronym from 
systemically important financial institution

 .





sift

 
/sift/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (a fine, loose, or powdery substance) through a sieve so as to remove lumps or large particles




•
 
sift the flour into a large bowl.










2.
 
cause to flow or pass as through a sieve




•
 
Melanie sifted the warm sand through her fingers.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of snow, ash, etc.) descend or float down lightly or sparsely as if sprinkled from a sieve




•
 
ash began to sift down around them.










4.
 
examine (something) thoroughly so as to isolate that which is most important or useful




•
 
until we sift the evidence ourselves, we can't comment objectively




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the fourth stage involves 
sifting through

 the data and evaluating it.










5.
 
(
sift something out

 )
 — separate something, especially something to be discarded, from something else




•
 
he asked for streamlined procedures to sift out frivolous applications.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of sifting something, especially so as to isolate that which is most important or useful




•
 
a careful archaeological sift must be made through the debris.










2.
 
an amount of sifted material




•
 
the floor was dusted with 
a

 fine 
sift of

 flour.














III.
 
derivatives





sifter

 
/ˈsiftər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
siftan

 ; related to Dutch 
ziften

 , also to sieve
 .





sifted

 
/siftəd/






adjective




(of material) having been passed through a sieve




•
 
gently fold in the sifted flour.



















sifting

 
/ˈsiftiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of sifting something




•
 
the laborious sifting of evidence took its toll.










2.
 
an amount of sifted material




•
 
a fine sifting of plaster dust powdered the floor.



















sig

 
/siɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 a short personalized message at the end of an email.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of signature
 .





SIG

 
/siɡ/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 special interest group.













Sig.






abbreviation




Signor.













Sigatoka

 
/ˌsiɡəˈtōkə/





I.
 
noun




a fungal disease of banana plants characterized by elongated spots on the leaves, which then rot completely.

[The fungus is 
Mycosphaerella musicola

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]











– origin

 1920s: named after a district in Fiji.





sigh

 
/sī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit a long, deep, audible breath expressing sadness, relief, tiredness, or a similar feeling




•
 
Harry sank into a chair and sighed with relief




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I'm in a bit of a mess,” Elaine sighed.










2.
 
(of the wind or something through which the wind blows) make a sound resembling this




•
 
a breeze made the treetops sigh.










3.
 
(
sigh for

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 feel a deep yearning for (someone or something lost, unattainable, or distant)




•
 
he sighed for days gone by.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, deep, audible exhalation expressing sadness, relief, tiredness, or a similar feeling




•
 
she let out a long sigh of despair




•
 


‹figurative›

 when the aircraft touched down I breathed 
a sigh of relief

 .










2.
 
a gentle sound resembling this, especially one made by the wind.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): probably a back-formation from 
sighte

 , past tense of 
siche

 , 
sike

 , from Old English 
sīcan

 .






sight

 
/sīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty or power of seeing




•
 
Joseph lost his sight as a baby




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a sight test.










2.
 
the action or fact of seeing someone or something




•
 
I've always been scared of the sight of blood.










3.
 
the area or distance within which someone can see or something can be seen




•
 
he now refused to let Rose out of his sight.










4.
 


‹dated›

 a person's view or consideration




•
 
we are all equal 
in the sight of God

 .










5.
 
a thing that one sees or that can be seen




•
 
John was a familiar sight in the bar for many years




•
 
he was getting used to seeing unpleasant sights.










6.
 
(
sights

 )
 — places of interest to tourists and visitors in a city, town, or other place




•
 
she offered to show me the sights.










7.
 
(
a sight

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing having a ridiculous, repulsive, or disheveled appearance




•
 
“I must look a frightful sight,” she said.










8.
 
(usu. 
sights

 )
 — a device on a gun or optical instrument used for assisting a person's precise aim or observation.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — manage to see or observe (someone or something); catch an initial glimpse of




•
 
tell me when you sight London Bridge




•
 (as 
noun

 
sighting

 )
 
the unseasonal sighting of a cuckoo.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take aim by looking through the sights of a gun




•
 
she sighted down the barrel.










3.
 
take a detailed visual measurement of something with or as with a sight.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — adjust the sight of (a firearm or optical instrument).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at first sight





a.
 
on first seeing or meeting someone




•
 
it was 
love at first sight

 .










b.
 
after an initial impression (which is then found to be different from what is actually the case)




•
 
the debate is more complex than it seems at first sight.















2.
 
catch (or get a) sight of






glimpse for a moment; suddenly notice




•
 
when she caught sight of him she smiled.















3.
 
in sight





a.
 
visible




•
 
no other vehicle was in sight.










b.
 
near at hand; close to being achieved or realized




•
 
the minister insisted that agreement was in sight.















4.
 
in (or within) sight of





a.
 
so as to see or be seen from




•
 
I climbed the hill and came in sight of the house.










b.
 
within reach of; close to attaining




•
 
he was safe for the moment and in sight of victory.















5.
 
in (or within) one's sights





a.
 
visible, especially through the sights of one's gun.




b.
 
within the scope of one's ambitions or expectations




•
 
he had the prize firmly in his sights.















6.
 
lose sight of





a.
 
be no longer able to see.




b.
 
fail to consider, be aware of, or remember




•
 
we should not lose sight of the fact that the issues involved are moral ones.















7.
 
not a pretty sight








‹informal›

 not a pleasant spectacle or situation.









8.
 
on (or at) sight






as soon as someone or something has been seen




•
 
in Africa, paramilitary game wardens shoot poachers on sight.















9.
 
out of sight





a.
 
not visible




•
 
she saw them off, waving until the car was out of sight.










b.
 
(also 
outasight

 ) [often as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 extremely good; excellent


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
these stereophones are an out-of-sight choice.















10.
 
out of sight, out of mind








‹proverb›

 you soon forget people or things that are no longer visible or present.









11.
 
(get) out of my sight!






go away at once!









12.
 
raise (or lower) one's sights






become more (or less) ambitious; increase (or lower) one's expectations.









13.
 
set one's sights on






have as an ambition; hope strongly to achieve or reach




•
 
Katherine set her sights on college.















14.
 
a sight ——








‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 used to indicate that something is so described to a considerable extent




•
 
the old lady is a sight cleverer than Sarah




•
 
he's a sight too full of himself.















15.
 
a sight for sore eyes








‹informal›

 a person or thing that one is extremely pleased or relieved to see.









16.
 
a sight to behold






a person or thing that is particularly impressive or worth seeing.












IV.
 
derivatives





sighter






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
(ge)sihth

 ‘something seen’; related to Dutch 
zicht

 and German 
Gesicht

 ‘sight, face, appearance.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).





sight deposit






noun






[Finance]

 a bank deposit that can be withdrawn immediately without notice or penalty.













sighted

 
/ˈsīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having the ability to see; not blind




•
 
a sighted guide is needed




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the sighted

 )
 
for the sighted, it is hard to imagine a world without vision.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a specified kind of sight




•
 
the keen-sighted watcher may catch a glimpse.



















sight gag






noun






‹informal›

 a visual joke.













sight glass






noun




a transparent tube or window through which the level of liquid in a reservoir or supply line can be checked visually.













sighthound

 
/ˈsīthound/






noun




a hound originally bred to hunt independently from humans, such as a greyhound or a whippet.













sighting shot






noun




an experimental shot to guide shooters in adjusting their sights.













sightless

 
/ˈsītlis/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to see; blind




•
 
blank, sightless eyes.










2.
 


‹literary›

 invisible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sightlessly

 
/ˈsītləslē /






adverb













2.
 
sightlessness

 
/ˈsītləsnəs /






noun





















sight line

 
sightline






noun




a hypothetical line from someone's eye to what is seen (used especially with reference to good or bad visibility)




•
 
the theater has great acoustics and splendid sight lines




•
 
the authorities require good sight lines at road junctions.



















sightly

 
/ˈsītlē/





I.
 
adjective




pleasing to the eye




•
 
metal guards can also be used but are less sightly.














II.
 
derivatives





sightliness

 
/ˈsītlēnəs /






noun





















sight-read

 
/ˈsīt ˌrēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
read and perform (music) at sight, without preparation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sight-reader






noun













2.
 
sight-reading

 
/ˈsīt ˌrēdiNG /






noun





















sight rhyme






noun




another term for eye rhyme
 .














sightseeing

 
/ˈsītˌsēiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity of visiting places of interest in a particular location




•
 
our two-week trip combines spectacular sightseeing and superb hospitality.














II.
 
derivatives





sightsee






verb





















sightseer

 
/ˈsītˌsir/






noun




a person who goes sightseeing




•
 
hordes of sightseers.



















sight-sing

 
/ˈsītˌsiNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sing (music) at sight, without preparation.













sight unseen

 
/sīt ˌənˈsēn/






adverb



1.
 
without the opportunity to look at the object in question beforehand




•
 
they bought their computers sight unseen through the mail.










2.
 
without being seen




•
 
what other treasures remain sight unseen?



















sightworthy

 
/ˈsītˌwərT͟Hē/






adjective






‹rare›

 worth seeing or visiting.













sigil

 
/ˈsijəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inscribed or painted symbol considered to have magical power.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a seal




•
 
the supply wains bore the High King's sigil.










3.
 


‹literary›

 a sign or symbol.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
sigillum

 ‘sign.’





SIGINT

 
/ˈsiɡint/






abbreviation




signals intelligence.













siglum

 
/ˈsiɡləm/





I.
 
noun




a letter (especially an initial) or other symbol used to denote a word in a book, especially to refer to a particular text.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin 
sigla

 (plural), perhaps from 
singula

 , neuter plural of 
singulus

 ‘single.’






sigma

 
/ˈsiɡmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the eighteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Σ

 , 
σ

 ), transliterated as ‘s.’

[The form ς is used instead of σ at the end of a word. The uncial form, called 
lunate sigma

 and resembling the letter 
C

 , is also sometimes used.]




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Sigma

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the eighteenth star in a constellation




•
 
Sigma Octantis.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 relating to or denoting an electron or orbital with zero angular momentum around an internuclear axis.








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
Σ

 )
 — mathematical sum.




2.
 
(
σ

 )
 — standard deviation.













sigmate

 
/ˈsiɡmāt/






adjective




having the shape of a Σ or a letter S.













sigmoid

 
/ˈsiɡmoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
curved like the uncial sigma (C); crescent-shaped.




2.
 
S-shaped.








II.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 short for sigmoid colon
 .








III.
 
derivatives





sigmoidal

 
/siɡˈmoidəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
sigmoeidēs

 , from 
sigma

 (see sigma
 ).






sigmoid colon






noun






[Anatomy]

 the S-shaped last part of the large intestine, leading into the rectum.













sigmoidoscopy

 
/ˌsiɡmoiˈdäskəpē/





I.
 
noun




examination of the sigmoid colon by means of a flexible tube inserted through the anus.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sigmoidoscope

 
/siɡˈmoidəˌskōp /






noun













2.
 
sigmoidoscopic

 
/siɡˌmoidəˈskäpik /






adjective






















sign

 
/sīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object, quality, or event whose presence or occurrence indicates the probable presence or occurrence of something else




•
 
flowers are often given as a sign of affection




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the stores are full, which is a sign that the recession is past its worst.










2.
 
something regarded as an indication or evidence of what is happening or going to happen




•
 


the signs are

 that counterfeiting is growing at an alarming rate.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — used to indicate that someone or something is not present where they should be or are expected to be




•
 
there was still no sign of her.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 an indication of a disease detectable by a medical practitioner even if not apparent to the patient.

Compare with symptom
 .




5.
 
a miracle regarded as evidence of supernatural power (chiefly in biblical and literary use).




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any trace of a wild animal, especially its tracks or droppings




•
 
wolverine sign.










7.
 
a gesture or action used to convey information or instructions




•
 
she gave him the thumbs-up sign.










8.
 
a notice that is publicly displayed giving information or instructions in a written or symbolic form




•
 
I didn't see the stop sign.










9.
 
an action or reaction that conveys something about someone's state or experiences




•
 
she gave no sign of having seen him.










10.
 
a gesture used in a system of sign language.




11.
 
short for sign language
 .




12.
 
a symbol or word used to represent an operation, instruction, concept, or object in algebra, music, or other subjects.




13.
 
a word or gesture given according to prior arrangement as a means of identification; a password.




14.
 
(also 
zodiacal sign

 )
 — 

[Astrology]

 each of the twelve equal sections into which the zodiac is divided, named from the constellations formerly situated in each, and associated with successive periods of the year according to the position of the sun on the ecliptic




•
 
a person born 
under the sign of

 Virgo.










15.
 


[Mathematics]

 the positiveness or negativeness of a quantity.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — write one's name on (a letter, card, or similar item) to identify oneself as the writer or sender




•
 
the card was signed by the whole class.










2.
 
indicate agreement with or authorization of the contents of (a document or other written or printed material) by attaching a signature




•
 
the two countries signed a nonaggression treaty.










3.
 
write (one's name) for purposes of identification or authorization




•
 
she signed her name in the book




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she 
signed herself

 Ingrid




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he signed on the dotted line.










4.
 
engage (someone, typically a sports player or a musician) to work for one by signing a contract with them




•
 
the company signed 30 bands.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — sign a contract committing oneself to work for a particular person or organization




•
 
Sherman has 
signed for

 another two seasons.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use gestures to convey information or instructions


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she signed to her husband to leave the room.










7.
 
communicate in sign language




•
 
she was learning to sign.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express or perform (something) in sign language


(as 
adj.

 
signed

 )


•
 
the theater routinely puts on signed performances.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 mark or consecrate with the sign of the cross.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
sign of the cross






a Christian sign made in blessing or prayer by tracing a cross from the forehead to the chest and to each shoulder, or in the air.









2.
 
sign of the times






something judged to exemplify or indicate the nature or quality of a particular period, typically something unwelcome or unpleasant




•
 
the theft was a sign of the times.















3.
 
signed, sealed, and delivered (or signed and sealed)






formally and officially agreed and in effect.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sign something away/over






officially relinquish rights or property by signing a deed




•
 
I have no intention of signing away my inheritance.















2.
 
sign for






sign a receipt to confirm that one has received (something delivered or handed over).









3.
 
sign in






sign a register on arrival, typically in a hotel.









4.
 
sign someone in






record someone's arrival in a register.









5.
 
sign off





a.
 
conclude a letter, broadcast, or other message




•
 
he signed off with a few words of advice.










b.
 
sign to record that one is leaving work for the day.




c.
 


[Bridge]

 indicate by a conventional bid that one is seeking to end the bidding.









6.
 
sign someone off






record that someone is entitled to miss work, typically because of illness.









7.
 
sign off on








(US)

 
‹informal›

 assent or give one's approval to




•
 
it was hard to get celebrities to sign off on those issues.















8.
 
sign on








(chiefly Brit.)

 commit oneself to employment, membership in a society, or some other undertaking




•
 
I'll 
sign on with

 an advertising agency.















9.
 
sign someone on






take someone into one's employment.









10.
 
sign out






sign a register to record one's departure, typically from a hotel.









11.
 
sign someone out






authorize someone's release or record their departure by signing a register.









12.
 
sign something out






sign to indicate that one has borrowed or hired something




•
 
I signed out the keys.















13.
 
sign up





a.
 
commit oneself to a period of employment or education or to some other undertaking




•
 
he 
signed up for

 a ten-week course.










b.
 
enlist in the armed forces.




c.
 
(also 
sign something up

 )
 — conclude a business deal




•
 
the company has already signed up a few orders.















14.
 
sign someone up






formally engage someone in employment.












V.
 
derivatives





signer

 
/ˈsīnər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
signe

 (noun), 
signer

 (verb), from Latin 
signum

 ‘mark, token.’





Signac, Paul

 
/sēˈnyäk/






(1863–1935), French neo-impressionist painter. A pointillist painter, his technique was characterized by the use of small dashes and patches of pure color rather than dots.









signage

 
/ˈsīnij/






noun




signs collectively, especially commercial or public display signs.













signal1


 
/ˈsiɡnəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a gesture, action, or sound that is used to convey information or instructions, typically by prearrangement between the parties concerned




•
 
the firing of the gun was the 
signal for

 a chain of beacons to be lit




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the policeman raised his hand as a signal to stop.










2.
 
an indication of a state of affairs




•
 
the markets are waiting for a clear signal about the direction of policy.










3.
 
an event or statement that provides the impulse or occasion for something specified to happen




•
 
the champion's announcement that he was retiring was the 
signal for

 scores of journalists to gather at his last match.










4.
 
an apparatus on a railroad, typically a colored light or a semaphore, giving indications to train engineers of whether or not the line is clear.




5.
 


[Bridge]

 a prearranged convention of bidding or play intended to convey information to one's partner.




6.
 
an electrical impulse or radio wave transmitted or received




•
 
equipment for receiving TV signals.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit information or instructions by means of a gesture, action, or sound




•
 
hold your fire until I signal.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — instruct (someone) to do something by means of gestures or signs rather than explicit orders




•
 
she signaled Charlotte to be silent.










3.
 
(of a cyclist, motorist, or vehicle) indicate an intention to turn in a specified direction using an extended arm or flashing indicator


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
Stone signaled right




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the truck signaled to turn left.










4.
 
indicate the existence or occurrence of (something) by actions or sounds


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they could signal displeasure by refusing to cooperate




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she gave a glance that signaled that her father was being secretive.














III.
 
derivatives





signaler

 
/ˈsiɡnələr /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
signale

 , neuter of late Latin 
signalis

 , from Latin 
signum

 ‘mark, token’ (see sign
 ). The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





signal2


 
/ˈsiɡnəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
striking in extent, seriousness, or importance; outstanding




•
 
he attacked the administration for its signal failure of leadership.














II.
 
derivatives





signally

 
/ˈsiɡnəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
signalé

 , from the Italian past participle 
segnalato

 ‘distinguished, made illustrious,’ from 
segnale

 ‘a signal.’





signal box

 
/ˈsiɡnəl ˌbäks /

 
signal tower






noun






(Brit.)

 a building beside a railroad track from which signals, switches, and other equipment are controlled.













signal-caller

 
/ˈsiɡnəlˌkôlər/






noun






[Football]

 a player who signals the next play or formation to team members.













signalize

 
/ˈsiɡnəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark or indicate (something), especially in a striking or conspicuous manner




•
 
people seek to change their name to signalize a change in status that has taken place.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 make (something) noteworthy or remarkable




•
 
a little flower with not much to signalize it.










3.
 


(US)

 
(Austral.)

 provide (an intersection) with traffic signals.














signalman

 
/ˈsiɡnəlmən/






noun



1.
 
a person responsible for sending and receiving naval or military signals.




2.
 
another term for switchman
 .













signals intelligence






noun




the branch of military intelligence concerned with the monitoring, interception, and interpretation of radio signals, radar signals, and telemetry.













signal-to-noise ratio






noun



1.
 
the ratio of the strength of an electrical or other signal carrying information to that of interference, generally expressed in decibels.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a measure of how much useful information there is in a system, such as the Internet, as a proportion of the entire contents.













signatory

 
/ˈsiɡnəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun




a party that has signed an agreement, especially a country that has signed a treaty




•
 
Bulgaria is a 
signatory to

 a variety of international human rights conventions




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the signatory states.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
signatorius

 ‘of sealing,’ from 
signat-

 ‘marked (with a cross),’ from the verb 
signare

 .






signature

 
/ˈsiɡnəCHər ˈsiɡnəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's name written in a distinctive way as a form of identification in authorizing a check or document or concluding a letter.




2.
 
the action of signing a document




•
 
the license was sent to the customer for signature.










3.
 
a distinctive pattern, product, or characteristic by which someone or something can be identified




•
 
the chef produced the pâté that was his signature




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his signature dish.










4.
 


[Music]

 short for key signature
 or time signature
 .




5.
 


[Printing]

 a letter or figure printed at the foot of one or more pages of each sheet of a book as a guide in binding.




6.
 
a printed sheet after being folded to form a group of pages.




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the part of a medical prescription that gives instructions about the use of the medicine or drug prescribed.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. from medieval Latin 
signatura

 ‘signature of a sovereign on an official document,’ from Latin 
signare

 ‘to sign, mark.’





signature tune






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a distinctive piece of music associated with a particular program or performer on television or radio; a theme song.













signboard

 
/ˈsīnbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a board displaying the name or logo of a business or product.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a board displaying a sign to direct traffic or travelers.













signee

 
/sīˈnē/






noun




a person who has signed a contract or other official document.














signet

 
/ˈsiɡnit/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small seal, especially one set in a ring, used instead of or with a signature to give authentication to an official document.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
signetum

 , diminutive of 
signum

 ‘token, seal.’





signet ring






noun




a ring with letters, usually one's initials, or a design carved into it.













signifiant

 
/sēˌnyifēˈänt/






noun




another term for signifier
 .













significance

 
/siɡˈnifikəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being worthy of attention; importance




•
 
adolescent education was felt to be a social issue of some significance.










2.
 
the meaning to be found in words or events




•
 
the significance of what was happening was clearer to me than to her.










3.
 
(also 
statistical significance

 )
 — the extent to which a result deviates from that expected to arise simply from random variation or errors in sampling.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting unstated meaning): from Old French, or from Latin 
significantia

 , from 
significare

 ‘indicate, portend.’





significant

 
/siɡˈnifikənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sufficiently great or important to be worthy of attention; noteworthy




•
 
a significant increase in sales.










2.
 
having a particular meaning; indicative of something




•
 
in times of stress her dreams seemed to her especially significant.










3.
 
suggesting a meaning or message that is not explicitly stated




•
 
she gave him a significant look.










4.
 


[Statistics]

 of, relating to, or having significance.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
significant-

 ‘indicating,’ from the verb 
significare

 (see signify
 ).





significant figure

 
significant digit






noun






[Mathematics]

 each of the digits of a number that are used to express it to the required degree of accuracy, starting from the first nonzero digit




•
 
this text will round numbers to three significant figures.



















significantly

 
/səɡˈnifəkən(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sufficiently great or important way as to be worthy of attention




•
 
energy bills have increased significantly this year




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
their situation is significantly different from ours.










2.
 
in a way that has a particular meaning


[as 
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
significantly, he has refused to give a straight answer to this question.










3.
 
in a manner that suggests a meaning or message that is not explicitly stated




•
 
he paused significantly.



















significant other






noun




a person with whom someone has an established romantic or sexual relationship.













signification

 
/ˌsiɡnəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the representation or conveying of meaning.




2.
 
an exact meaning or sense.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
significatio(n-)

 , from 
significare

 ‘indicate’ (see signify
 ).





significative

 
/siɡˈnifikādiv/






adjective






‹rare›

 being a symbol or sign of something; having a meaning.













significator

 
/siɡˈnifikādər/






noun



1.
 


[Astrology]

 (in a horary chart) the planet that signifies the inquirer, or the subject of the question.




2.
 


[Astrology]

 a card chosen to represent the inquirer in a tarot reading.














signified

 
/ˈsiɡnəˌfīd/






noun






[Linguistics]

 the meaning or idea expressed by a sign, as distinct from the physical form in which it is expressed.

Compare with signifier
 .














signifier

 
/ˈsiɡnəˌfī(ə)r/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a sign's physical form (such as a sound, printed word, or image) as distinct from its meaning.

Compare with signified
 .














signify

 
/ˈsiɡnəˌfī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be an indication of




•
 
this decision signified a fundamental change in their priorities.










2.
 
be a symbol of; have as meaning




•
 
the church used this image to signify the Holy Trinity.










3.
 
(of a person) indicate or declare (a feeling or intention)




•
 
signify your agreement by signing the letter below.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 with 
negative

 ]
 — be of importance




•
 
the locked door doesn't necessarily signify.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 (among black Americans) exchange boasts or insults as a game or ritual.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
signifier

 , from Latin 
significare

 ‘indicate, portend,’ from 
signum

 ‘token.’





signing

 
/ˈsīniNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of writing one's signature on an official document




•
 
he plans to oversee the signing of modest agreements on energy, education, and the environment.










2.
 
the action of recruiting someone, especially to a professional sports team or record company




•
 
the signing of overseas players




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a signing bonus.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a person who has recently been recruited, especially to join a professional sports team or record company




•
 
Manchester United's latest signing.










4.
 
an event in a bookstore or other place at which an author signs a number of books to gain publicity and sales.




5.
 
sign language.




6.
 
the provision of signs in a street or other place.














sign language

 
/ˈsīn ˌlaNGɡwij/






noun




a system of communication using visual gestures and signs, as used by deaf people.













sign-off

 
/ˈsīnˌôf/






noun



1.
 
the conclusion of a letter, broadcast, or other message




•
 
that was their daily sign-off on the TV show.










2.
 


[Bridge]

 a bid indicating that the bidder wishes to end bidding.














Signor

 
/sēnˈyôr /

 
Signore





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to an Italian-speaking man, corresponding to 
Mr.

 or 
sir






•
 
Signor Ugolotti




•
 
I am a man of honor, Signor.

















– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
senior

 (see senior
 ).






Signora

 
/sēnˈyôrə/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to an Italian-speaking married woman, corresponding to 
Mrs.

 or 
madam






•
 
good night, Signora.

















– origin

 Italian, feminine of 
signor

 (see Signor
 ).





Signorina

 
/ˌsēnyəˈrēnə/





I.
 
noun




a title or form of address used of or to an Italian-speaking unmarried woman, corresponding to 
Miss






•
 
Signorina Rosalba.

















– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
signora

 (see Signora
 ).





signory

 
/ˈsēnyərē/






noun




another term for seigniory
 .














signpost

 
/ˈsīnˌpōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sign giving information such as the direction and distance to a nearby town, typically found at a crossroads.




2.
 
something that acts as guidance or a clue to an unclear or complicated issue




•
 
there are few unambiguous signposts for doctors facing ethical issues.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (an area) with a signpost or signposts




•
 
most of the walks were well signposted.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 indicate (a place or feature) with a signpost




•
 
Battle is clearly signposted off all the main roads.



















sign-up

 
/ˈsīnˌəp/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the action of enrolling for something or of enrolling or employing someone




•
 
a sign-up fee of $29.95.



















Sigurd

 
/ˈsiɡərd/






(in Norse legend) the Norse equivalent of Siegfried, husband of Gudrun.









Sihanouk, Norodom

 
/ˈsēəˌno͝ok/






(1922–2012), Cambodian king 1941–55 and 1993–2004; prime minister 1955–60; head of state 1960–70 and 1975–76.









sika

 
/ˈsēkə /

 
sika deer





I.
 
noun




a forest-dwelling deer with a grayish winter coat that turns yellowish-brown with white spots in summer. It is native to Japan and Southeast Asia and naturalized elsewhere.

[
Cervus nippon

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Japanese 
shika

 .





Sikh

 
/sēk/





I.
 
noun




an adherent of Sikhism.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Sikhs or Sikhism.











– origin

 from Punjabi, ‘disciple,’ from Sanskrit 
śiṣya

 .





Sikhism

 
/ˈsēkizəm/






noun




a monotheistic religion founded in Punjab in the 15th century by Guru Nanak.

Sikh teaching centers on spiritual liberation and social justice and harmony, though the community took on a militant aspect during early conflicts. The last guru, Gobind Singh (1666–1708), passed his authority to the scripture, the Adi Granth, and to the Khalsa, the body of initiated Sikhs.














Siking

 
/ˈSHēˈjiNG/






former name of Xian
 .









Sikkim

 
/ˈsikim/





I.
 
a state in northeastern India, in the eastern Himalayas, between Bhutan and Nepal, on the border with Tibet; capital, Gangtok. After British rule, it became an Indian protectorate and then, in 1975, a state of India.




II.
 
derivatives





Sikkimese

 
/ˌsikiˈmēz, -ˈmēs /






adjective, noun





















Sikorsky, Igor

 
/siˈkôrskē/






(1889–1972), US aircraft designer, born in Russia; full name 
Igor Ivanovich Sikorsky

 . He built the Grand, the first large four-engined aircraft, in 1913. He went on to establish the Sikorsky company in the US and, in 1939, developed the first mass-produced helicopter.









SIL





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's sister-in-law




•
 
I think you should tell your SIL that you found her comments upsetting.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's son-in-law




•
 
my SIL lives in the UK with our DD and their son.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.






silage

 
/ˈsīlij/





I.
 
noun




grass or other green fodder compacted and stored in airtight conditions, typically in a silo, without first being dried, and used as animal feed in the winter.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
silaging

 )


1.
 
make silage.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — preserve (grass and other green fodder) as silage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of ensilage
 , influenced by silo
 .





silane

 
/ˈsilān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a colorless gaseous compound of silicon and hydrogen that has strong reducing properties and is spontaneously flammable in air.

[Chem. formula: SiH4
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of the large class of hydrides of silicon analogous to the alkanes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from silicon
 + -ane
 2
 .





silastic

 
/siˈlastik/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 silicone rubber.











– origin

 1940s: blend of silicon
 and elastic
 .





Silat

 
/siˈlat/





I.
 
noun




the Malay art of self-defense, practiced as a martial art or accompanied by drums as a ceremonial display or dance.











– origin

 Malay.





sild

 
/sild/





I.
 
noun




a small immature herring, especially one caught in northern European seas.











– origin

 1920s: from Danish and Norwegian.






sildenafil citrate

 
/silˌdenəˌfil ˈsitrāt silˌdenəˌfil ˈsītrāt/






noun




a crystalline compound that works by inhibiting the breakdown of enzymes that leads to loss of erection.

Also called Viagra
 . [Chem. formula: C22
 H30
 N6
 O4
 S.]













silence

 
/ˈsīləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
complete absence of sound




•
 
sirens pierce the silence of the night




•
 
an eerie silence descended over the house.










2.
 
the fact or state of abstaining from speech




•
 
Karen had withdrawn into sullen silence




•
 
she was 
reduced to silence

 for a moment.










3.
 
the avoidance of mentioning or discussing something




•
 
politicians keep their silence on the big questions.










4.
 
the state of standing still and not speaking as a sign of respect for someone deceased or in an opportunity for prayer




•
 
a 
moment of silence

 presided over by a local minister.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become silent; prohibit or prevent from speaking




•
 
the team's performance silenced their critics




•
 
freedom of the press cannot be silenced by tanks.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
silenced

 )
 — fit (a gun or other loud mechanism) with a silencer




•
 
a silenced .22 rifle.














III.
 
phrases





in silence






without speech or other sound




•
 
we finished our meal in silence.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
silentium

 , from 
silere

 ‘be silent.’





silencer

 
/ˈsīlənsər/






noun



1.
 
a device for reducing the noise emitted by a gun or other loud mechanism.




2.
 
British term for muffler
 (
sense

 2).













silent

 
/ˈsīlənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not making or accompanied by any sound




•
 
the woods were still and silent.










2.
 
(of a person) not speaking




•
 
she fell silent for a moment.










3.
 
not expressed aloud




•
 
a silent prayer.










4.
 
(of a letter) written but not pronounced, e.g., 
b

 in 
doubt

 .




5.
 
(of a movie) without an accompanying soundtrack.




6.
 
saying or recording nothing on a particular subject




•
 
the poems are silent on the question of marriage.










7.
 
(of a person) not prone to speak much; taciturn




•
 
I'm the strong, silent type.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) silent as the grave






see grave
 1
 .









2.
 
the silent majority






the majority of people, regarded as holding moderate opinions but rarely expressing them.









3.
 
the silent treatment






a stubborn refusal to talk to someone, especially after a recent argument or disagreement.















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘not speaking’): from Latin 
silent-

 ‘being silent,’ from the verb 
silere

 .





silent butler






noun




a container with a handle and a hinged cover, used for collecting table crumbs or emptying ashtrays.













silent commerce






noun




technology based on wireless communications and sensing devices that permits various business and marketing activities to proceed without direct human intervention, on the basis of communications between tagged products and controlling software.













silently

 
/ˈsīləntlē/






adverb




without making any sound




•
 
she sobbed silently in the corner




•
 
he silently cursed himself for his actions.




















silent partner

 
/ˈsīlənt ˈpärtnər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a partner not sharing in the actual work of a firm.













Silenus

 
/sīˈlēnəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
an aged woodland deity, one of the sileni, who was entrusted with the education of Dionysus. He is depicted either as dignified and musical, or as an old drunkard.




II.
 
(
pl.

 sileni ) (as 
noun

 
a silenus

 )
 — a woodland spirit, usually depicted in art as old and having ears like those of a horse.









Silesia

 
/sīˈlēZHə sīˈlēSHə/






a region of central Europe that is centered on the upper Oder valley, now largely in southwestern Poland. It was partitioned at various times among the states of Prussia, Austria–Hungary, Poland, and Czechoslovakia.









Silesian

 
/sīˈlēZH(ə)n sīˈlēSH(ə)n səˈlēZH(ə)n səˈlēSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the central European region of Silesia or its inhabitants




•
 
he spent some time at a Silesian principality.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the central European region of Silesia




•
 
he was a Silesian by birth.



















silex

 
/ˈsīleks/





I.
 
noun




silica, especially quartz or flint.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, ‘flint.’





silhouette

 
/ˌsilo͞oˈet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the dark shape and outline of someone or something visible against a lighter background, especially in dim light.




2.
 
a representation of someone or something showing the shape and outline only, typically colored in solid black.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be silhouetted

 )


1.
 
cast or show (someone or something) as a dark shape and outline against a lighter background




•
 
the castle was 
silhouetted against

 the sky.














III.
 
phrases





in silhouette






seen or placed as a silhouette.















– origin

 late 18th cent.: named (although the reason remains uncertain) after Étienne de 
Silhouette

 (1709–67), French author and politician.






silica

 
/ˈsilikə/





I.
 
noun




a hard, unreactive, colorless compound that occurs as the mineral quartz and as a principal constituent of sandstone and other rocks.

[Alternative name: 
silicon dioxide

 ; chem. formula: SiO2
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





siliceous

 
/səˈliSHəs /

 
silicious






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
silex

 , 
silic-

 ‘flint,’ on the pattern of words such as 
alumina

 .





silica gel

 
/ˈsilikə jel/






noun




hydrated silica in a hard granular hygroscopic form used as a desiccant.














silicate

 
/ˈsiləˌkāt ˈsilikit/






noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both silicon and oxygen, especially one of the anion SiO4
 2−
 .




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of the many minerals consisting primarily of SiO4
 2−
 combined with metal ions, forming a major component of the rocks of the earth's crust.













silicic

 
/səˈlisik/






adjective






[Geology]

 (of rocks) rich in silica.













silicic acid






noun






[Chemistry]

 a weakly acidic colloidal hydrated form of silica made by acidifying solutions of alkali metal silicates.













siliciclastic

 
/siˌlisəˈklastik/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting clastic rocks consisting largely of silica or silicates.













silicide

 
/ˈsiləˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of silicon with another element or group.













silicify

 
/səˈlisəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be silicified

 )


1.
 
convert into or impregnate with silica.








II.
 
derivatives





silicification

 
/ˌsiləsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















silicoflagellate

 
/ˌsiləkōˈflajəlāt/






noun






[Zoology]

 a marine flagellate of the order 
Silicoflagellida

 , distinguished by a siliceous skeleton and radiating spines.














silicon

 
/ˈsilikən ˈsiləˌkän/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Si

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 14, a nonmetal with semiconducting properties, used in making electronic circuits. Pure silicon exists in a shiny dark gray crystalline form and as an amorphous powder.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of earlier 
silicium

 , from Latin 
silex

 , 
silic-

 ‘flint,’ on the pattern of 
carbon

 and 
boron

 .





silicon carbide






noun




a hard refractory crystalline compound of silicon and carbon; carborundum.

[Chem. formula: SiC.]













silicon chip






noun




a tiny wafer of silicon used to make an integrated circuit; a microchip.













silicone

 
/ˈsiləˌkōn/





I.
 
noun




any of a class of synthetic materials that are polymers with a chemical structure based on chains of alternate silicon and oxygen atoms, with organic groups attached to the silicon atoms. Such compounds are typically resistant to chemical attack and insensitive to temperature changes and are used to make rubber, plastics, polishes, and lubricants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be siliconed

 )


1.
 
join or otherwise treat (something) with a silicone.













siliconize

 
/ˈsilikəˌnīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
siliconized

 )


1.
 
coat or otherwise treat (something) with silicone.













Silicon Valley






a name given to an area between San Jose and Palo Alto in Santa Clara County, California, noted for its computing and electronics industries.









silicosis

 
/ˌsiləˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 lung fibrosis caused by the inhalation of dust containing silica.








II.
 
derivatives





silicotic

 
/ˌsiləˈkätik /






adjective





















siliqua

 
/ˈsiləkwə /

 
silique





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the long, narrow seedpod of many plants of the cabbage family, splitting open when mature.








II.
 
derivatives





siliquose

 
/ˈsiləˌkwōs /






adjective



















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘pod.’






silk

 
/silk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine, strong, soft, lustrous fiber produced by silkworms in making cocoons and collected to make thread and fabric.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — thread or fabric made from the fiber produced by the silkworm




•
 
a silk shirt.










3.
 
(
silks

 )
 — garments made from silk, especially as worn by a jockey in the colors of a particular horse owner.




4.
 


[Riding]

 a cover worn over a riding hat made from a silklike fabric.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a Queen's (or King's) Counsel.

[so named because of the right accorded to wear a gown made of this cloth.]




6.
 
any silklike threads that grow in plants, such as at the end of an ear of corn or in a milkweed pod.








II.
 
derivatives





silklike

 
/ˈsilkˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sioloc

 , 
seolec

 , from late Latin 
sericum

 , neuter of Latin 
sericus

 , based on Greek 
Sēres

 , the name given to the inhabitants of the Far Eastern countries from which silk first came overland to Europe.





silk cotton






noun




another term for kapok
 .













silk-cotton tree






noun




a tree that produces silk cotton (kapok).

[Two species in the family 
Bombacaceae

 : the 
Indian silk-cotton tree

 (
Bombax ceiba

 ) and the ceiba.]













silken

 
/ˈsilkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of silk




•
 
a silken ribbon.










2.
 
soft or lustrous like silk




•
 
silken hair.

















– origin

 Old English 
seolcen

 (see silk
 , -en
 2
 ).





silk gland






noun




a gland in a silkworm, spider, or other arthropod that secretes the substance that hardens as threads of silk or web.













silk hat

 
/silk hat/






noun




a man's tall, cylindrical hat covered with black silk plush.













silkie

 
/ˈsilkē/






noun



1.
 
a small chicken of a breed characterized by long soft plumage.




2.
 
variant spelling of selkie
 .













silk moth

 
//






noun




see silkworm moth
 .













silk oak

 
silky oak






noun




a tall Australian tree that yields silky-textured timber similar to oak.

[Several species in the family 
Proteaceae

 , in particular 
Cardwellia sublimis

 and the frequently cultivated 
Grevillea robusta

 .]













Silk Road

 
Silk Route






an ancient caravan route that linked Xian in central China with the eastern Mediterranean. It was established during the period of Roman rule in Europe and took its name from the silk that was brought to the west from China.









silkscreen

 
/ˈsilkskrēn /

 
silk screen





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a screen of fine mesh used in screen-printing.




2.
 
a print made by screen-printing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
print, decorate, or reproduce using a silkscreen.













silk-stocking

 
/silkˈstäkiNG/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 wealthy; aristocratic




•
 
a silk-stocking crowd.




















silk tree






noun




an ornamental tree of the pea family with fernlike leaves and showy pink plumelike flowers that open in midsummer. It is naturalized in most of the eastern US.

[
Albizia julibrissin

 , family 
Fabaceae

 .]













silkworm

 
/ˈsilkˌwərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the commercially bred caterpillar of the domesticated silkworm moth (
Bombyx mori

 ), which spins a silk cocoon that is processed to yield silk fiber.




2.
 
a commercial silk-yielding caterpillar of a saturniid moth.

See tussore
 , tussore moth
 .











– origin

 Old English 
seolcwyrm

 (see silk
 , worm
 ).






silkworm moth






noun




a large moth with a caterpillar that spins a protective silken cocoon.

[● a domesticated Asian moth whose larva is the chief commercial silkworm (
Bombyx mori

 , family 
Bombycidae

 ). ● a saturniid moth.]













silky

 
/ˈsilkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or resembling silk, especially in being soft, fine, and lustrous




•
 
the fur felt silky and soft.










2.
 
(of a person or their speech or manner) suave and smooth, especially in a way intended to be persuasive




•
 
a silky, seductive voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
silkily

 
/ˈsilkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
silkiness

 
/ˈsilkēnəs /






noun






















sill

 
/sil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shelf or slab of stone, wood, or metal at the foot of a window or doorway.




2.
 
a strong horizontal member at the base of any structure, e.g., in the frame of a motor or rail vehicle.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a tabular sheet of igneous rock intruded between and parallel with the existing strata.

Compare with dike
 1
 .




4.
 
an underwater ridge or rock ledge extending across the bed of a body of water.











– origin

 Old English 
syll

 , 
sylle

 ‘horizontal beam forming a foundation,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Schwelle

 ‘threshold.’





sillage

 
/sēˈäZH/





I.
 
noun




the degree to which a perfume's fragrance lingers in the air when worn




•
 
neither scent has a very strong sillage




•
 
a summer fragrance with good sillage.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘wake, trail.’






sillimanite

 
/ˈsiləməˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




an aluminosilicate mineral typically occurring as fibrous masses, commonly in schist or gneiss.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Benjamin 
Silliman

 (1779–1864), US chemist + -ite
 1
 .





silliness

 
/ˈsilēnis/






noun




lack of common sense or judgment; foolishness




•
 
she had to laugh at her own silliness




•
 
children will love the sheer silliness of the enterprise




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
he spouted the same sillinesses I hear all too often.



















Sillitoe, Alan

 
/ˈsiləˌtō/






(1928–2010), English writer. He is noted for his novels about working-class provincial life. Notable works: 
Saturday Night and Sunday Morning

 (1958) and 
The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner

 (1959).









Sills, Beverly

 
/silz/






(1929–2007), US opera singer; born 
Belle Miriam Silverman

 . Her association with the New York City Opera included a career as a soprano 1955–80 and the positions of general director 1979–88 and president 1989–90. In 1993, she became the first woman chairperson of the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.









silly

 
/ˈsilē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a lack of common sense or judgment; absurd and foolish




•
 
another of his silly jokes




•
 
“Don't be silly!” she said.










2.
 
ridiculously trivial or frivolous




•
 
he would brood about silly things.










3.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — used to convey that an activity or process has been engaged in to such a degree that someone is no longer capable of thinking or acting sensibly




•
 
he often drank himself silly




•
 
his mother worried herself silly over him.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of a woman, child, or animal) helpless; defenseless.








II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a foolish person (often used as a form of address)




•
 
Come on, silly.














III.
 
phrases





the silly season






high summer, regarded as the season when newspapers often publish trivial material because of a lack of important news.












IV.
 
derivatives





sillily

 
/ˈsiləlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘deserving of pity or sympathy’): alteration of dialect 
seely

 ‘happy,’ later ‘innocent, feeble,’ from a West Germanic base meaning ‘luck, happiness.’ The sense ‘foolish’ developed via the stages ‘feeble’ and ‘unsophisticated, ignorant.’





silly billy

 
/ˈsilē ˈbilē/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a stupid or foolish person.













Silly Putty

 
/ˈsilē ˈpədē/






noun






‹trademark›

 a moldable silicone-based substance, sold chiefly as a toy, with remarkable properties of stretching and bouncing.














silo

 
/ˈsīlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tower or pit on a farm used to store grain.




2.
 
a pit or other airtight structure in which green crops are compressed and stored as silage.




3.
 
an underground chamber in which a guided missile is kept ready for firing.




4.
 
a system, process, department, etc. that operates in isolation from others




•
 
it's vital that team members step out of their silos and start working together.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
we have made significant strides in breaking down that silo mentality.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
isolate (one system, process, department, etc.) from others




•
 
most companies have expensive IT systems they have developed over the years, but they are siloed




•
 
why are so many companies still siloing their SEO and social media marketing?




•
 (as 
adj.

 
siloed

 )
 
managers have been told to break down the walls between siloed applications.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, via Latin from Greek 
siros

 ‘cornpit.’





Siloam

 
/sīˈlōəm, si-/






(in the New Testament) a spring and pool of water near Jerusalem, where a man born blind was told by Jesus to wash, thereby gaining sight.









siloxane

 
/səˈläksān/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound having a molecular structure based on a chain of alternate silicon and oxygen atoms, especially (as in silicone) with organic groups attached to the silicon atoms.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of silicon
 and oxygen
 + -ane
 2
 .





silt

 
/silt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine sand, clay, or other material carried by running water and deposited as a sediment, especially in a channel or harbor.




2.
 
a bed or layer of silt.




3.
 


‹technical›

 sediment whose particles are between clay and sand in size (typically 0.002–0.06 mm).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become filled or blocked with silt




•
 
the river's mouth had 
silted up






•
 (as 
noun

 
silting

 )
 
the silting of the river estuary.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fill or block with silt.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
siltation

 
/silˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
silty

 
/ˈsiltē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably originally denoting a salty deposit and of Scandinavian origin, related to Danish and Norwegian 
sylt

 ‘salt marsh,’ also to salt
 .





siltstone

 
/ˈsiltstōn/






noun






[Geology]

 fine-grained sedimentary rock consisting of consolidated silt.













Silurian

 
/səˈlo͝orēən sīˈlo͝orēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the third period of the Paleozoic era, between the Ordovician and Devonian periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Silurian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Silurian period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Silurian lasted from about 439 million to 409 million years ago. The first true fish and land plants appeared during the period, and the end of the period is marked by the climax of the Caledonian orogeny.







– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
Silures

 (denoting a people of ancient southeastern Wales) + -ian
 .





Silvanus

 
/silˈvānəs /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







an Italian woodland deity identified with Pan.










silver

 
/ˈsilvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Ag

 )
 — a precious shiny grayish-white metal, the chemical element of atomic number 47.

A transition metal, silver is found in nature as the native metal as well as in combined form in ore minerals. It is valued for use in jewelry and other ornaments and formerly in coins, and the decomposition of silver salts by the action of light (depositing metallic silver) is the basis of photography.




2.
 
a shiny gray-white color or appearance like that of silver




•
 
the dark hair was now highlighted with silver.










3.
 
silver dishes, containers, or cutlery




•
 
thieves stole $5,000 worth of silver




•
 
the family silver.










4.
 
household cutlery of any material




•
 
it is important to wash table silver in hot soapy water immediately after each meal.










5.
 
coins made from silver or from a metal that resembles silver.




6.
 


(chiefly Scottish)

 money.




7.
 
short for silver medal
 .








II.
 
adjective




[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting a twenty-fifth anniversary.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
silvered

 )


1.
 
coat or plate with silver




•
 
large silvered candlesticks.










2.
 
provide (mirror glass) with a backing of a silver-colored material in order to make it reflective.




3.
 


‹literary›

 (especially of the moon) give a silvery appearance to




•
 
the brilliant moon silvered the turf.










4.
 
turn (a person's hair) gray or white.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's hair) turn gray or white.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be born with a silver spoon in one's mouth






be born into a wealthy family of high social standing.









2.
 
every cloud has a silver lining








‹proverb›

 every difficult or sad situation has a comforting or more hopeful aspect even though this may not be immediately apparent.









3.
 
the silver screen






the movie industry; movies collectively




•
 
stars of the silver screen.





















– origin

 Old English 
seolfor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zilver

 and German 
Silber

 .





silver age






noun




a period regarded as notable but inferior to a golden age




•
 
the age may in hindsight be seen as not entirely contemptible, perhaps even as a silver age.



















silverback

 
/ˈsilvərˌbak/






noun




a mature male mountain gorilla, distinguished by an area of white or silvery hair across the back and acting as the dominant member of its social group.













silverberry

 
/ˈsilvərˌberē/






noun




a North American shrub related to the oleaster, with red-brown stems and silvery leaves, flowers, and berries.

[
Elaeagnus commutata

 , family 
Elaeagnaceae

 .]













silver birch

 
/ˈˌsilvər ˈbərCH/






noun



1.
 
a European birch with silver-gray bark, common on poorer soils to the northern limit of tree growth.

[
Betula pendula

 , family 
Betulaceae

 .]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for paper birch
 .













silver bullet






noun



1.
 
a bullet made of silver, used in fiction as a supposedly magical method of killing werewolves.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a simple and seemingly magical solution to a complicated problem




•
 
the Internet, like TQM and Re-engineering, proved to be no silver bullet.




•
 
an interesting characteristic of silver bullet productivity solutions is their tendency to be recycled every 10 to 20 years.



















silver chloride






noun




a white insoluble powder that darkens on exposure to light, owing to the production of metallic silver. It is used in making photographic emulsions and papers.













silvereye

 
/ˈsilvərˌī/






noun




an Australasian songbird of the white-eye family, with mainly greenish plumage and a white ring around the eye.

[Genus 
Zosterops

 , family 
Zosteropidae

 : two or three species.]













silver fir

 
/ˈsilvər fər/






noun




a fir tree with foliage that appears silvery or bluish because of whitish lines on the undersides of the needles.

[Genus 
Abies

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : several species, in particular the European 
A. alba

 and the North American 
A. amabilis

 , a coastal tree found from southern Alaska to northern California.]













silverfish

 
/ˈsilvərˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a chiefly nocturnal silvery bristletail that frequents houses and other buildings, feeding on starchy materials.

[
Lepisma saccharina

 , family 
Lepismatidae

 .]




2.
 
a silver-colored fish, especially a variety of goldfish.













silver fox

 
/ˈsilvər fäks/






noun



1.
 
a red fox of a North American variety that has black fur with white tips.




2.
 
the fur of the silver fox.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a handsome gray-haired man.













silver gilt

 
/ˈsilvər ɡilt/






noun



1.
 
gilded silver.




2.
 
an imitation gilding of yellow lacquer over silver leaf.













silver-haired

 
/ˌsilvərˈherd /

 
silvery-haired






adjective




having gray-white hair




•
 
a well-dressed, silver-haired gentleman.



















silvering

 
/ˈsilvəriNG/






noun




silver-colored material used to coat glass in order to make it reflective.













silver iodide






noun




a yellow insoluble powder that darkens on exposure to light. It is used in photography and artificial rainmaking.

[Chem. formula: AgI.]













silver jubilee






noun




the twenty-fifth anniversary of a significant event.













silver leaf






noun



1.
 
a fungal disease of ornamental and fruit trees, especially plum trees, resulting in silvery discoloration of the leaves.

[The fungus is 
Chondrostereum purpureum

 , family 
Stereaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]




2.
 
silver that has been beaten into a very thin sheet, suitable for applying to surfaces as a decoration.













silver maple






noun




a maple of eastern North America with leaves that are silvery underneath.

[
Acer saccharinum

 , family 
Aceraceae

 .]














silver medal

 
/ˈsilvər ˈmedl/






noun




a medal made of or colored silver, customarily awarded for second place in a race or other competition.













silvern

 
/ˈsilvərn/





I.
 
adjective




archaic term for silver
 .











– origin

 Old English 
seolfren

 , 
silfren

 (see silver
 , -n
 1
 ).





silver nitrate






noun




a colorless solid, soluble in water, formerly used in photography.

[Chem. formula: AgNO3
 .]













silver paper

 
/ˈsilvər ˈpāpər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 foil made of aluminum or other silver-colored metal.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 fine white tissue paper.













silver plate

 
/ˈsilvər plāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin layer of silver electroplated or otherwise applied as a coating to another metal.




2.
 
objects coated with silver.




3.
 
plates, dishes, etc., made of silver.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something) with a thin layer of silver.













silverpoint

 
/ˈsilvərˌpoint/






noun




the art of drawing with a silver-pointed instrument on paper prepared with a coating of powdered bone or zinc white, creating a fine durable line composed of metal fragments.














silver salmon






noun




another term for coho
 .













silver service






noun




a style of serving food at formal meals in which the server uses a silver spoon and fork in one hand to serve the food item by item onto the diner's plate.













silverside

 
/ˈsilvərˌsīd/






noun



1.
 
(also 
silversides

 )
 — a small, slender, chiefly marine fish with a bright silver line along its sides.

[Family 
Atherinidae

 : several genera and species.]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the upper side of a round of beef from the outside of the leg.













silversmith

 
/ˈsilvərˌsmiTH/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes silver articles.








II.
 
derivatives





silversmithing






noun





















silver solder






noun




a brazing alloy consisting largely of copper and silver.













Silver Spring






a residential and commercial suburb in central Maryland, just north of Washington, DC; pop. 76,540 (2000).










silver standard






noun






‹historical›

 a system by which the value of a currency is defined in terms of silver, for which the currency may be exchanged.

Compare with gold standard
 .













Silver Star






noun




a decoration bestowed by the US Army upon a soldier for gallantry in action.













Silver State






a nickname for the state of Nevada
 .









Silverstein, Shel

 
/ˈsilvərˌstīn, -ˌstēn/






(1932–99), US poet, writer, and cartoonist; full name 
Sheldon Alan Silverstein

 ; also known as 
Uncle Shelby

 . He is best known for his children's stories and poetry such as in 
The Giving Tree

 (1964), 
Where the Sidewalk Ends

 (1974), 
A Light in the Attic

 (1981), and 
Falling Up

 (1996).









silver surfer

 
//






noun






‹informal›

 an elderly person who is a regular or enthusiastic Internet user.













silversword

 
/ˈsilvərˌsôrd/






noun




a Hawaiian plant of the daisy family that has long narrow leaves with silvery hairs and clusters of purplish flowers.

[Genus 
Argyroxiphium

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













silver thaw






noun




a glassy coating of ice formed on the ground or an exposed surface by freezing rain or the refreezing of thawed ice.













silver tongue





I.
 
noun




a tendency to be eloquent and persuasive in speaking.








II.
 
derivatives





silver-tongued






adjective





















silverware

 
/ˈsilvərˌwer/






noun



1.
 
dishes, containers, or cutlery made of or coated with silver.




2.
 
eating and serving utensils made of any material.













silver wedding

 
/ˈsilvər ˈwediNG /

 
silver wedding anniversary






noun




the twenty-fifth anniversary of a wedding.













silverweed

 
/ˈsilvərˌwēd/






noun




a yellow-flowered herbaceous potentilla with silvery compound leaves, a common grassland weed of north temperate regions.

[
Potentilla anserina

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













silvery

 
/ˈsilv(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like silver in color or appearance; shiny and gray-white




•
 
shoals of silvery fish.










2.
 
(of a person's hair) gray-white and lustrous.




3.
 
(of a sound) gentle, clear, and melodious




•
 
a little silvery laugh.














II.
 
derivatives





silveriness






noun





















silviculture

 
/ˈsilvəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the growing and cultivation of trees.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
silvicultural

 
/ˌsilvəˈkəlCH(ə)rəl /






adjective













2.
 
silviculturist

 
/ˈsilvəˌkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
sylviculture

 , from Latin 
silva

 ‘wood’ + French 
culture

 ‘cultivation.’





s'il vous plaît

 
/ˌsēl vo͞o ˈplā/





I.
 
adverb




French for please
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘if it pleases you.’





sim

 
/sim/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a video game that simulates an activity such as flying an aircraft or playing a sport.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: abbreviation of 
simulation

 (see simulate
 ).





SIM

 
/sim /

 
SIM card





I.
 
noun




a smart card inside a mobile phone, carrying an identification number unique to the owner, storing personal data, and preventing operation if removed.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
subscriber identification module

 .






sima

 
/ˈsīmə/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the material of the lower part of the earth's crust, underlying both the ocean and the continents, characterized as relatively dense and rich in silica and magnesia.

Contrasted with sial
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of silica
 + magnesium
 .





simazine

 
/ˈsīməˌzēn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic compound derived from triazine and used as a herbicide, especially to kill broadleaved weeds and grasses before they emerge.











– origin

 1950s: blend of symmetrical
 and triazine
 .






Simbirsk

 
/s(y)imˈb(y)irsk/






a city in western Russia, a port on the Volga River, southeast of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 607,000 (est. 2008). Between 1924 and 1992 it was called Ulyanovsk, in honor of Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov Lenin, who was born here in 1870.









simcha

 
/ˈsimCHə/





I.
 
noun




a Jewish private party or celebration.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
śimḥāh

 ‘rejoicing.’





Simenon, Georges

 
/ˌsēməˈnôN/






(1903–89), French novelist, born in Belgium; full name 
Georges Joseph Christian Simenon

 . He is best known for his series of detective novels that feature Commissaire Maigret.









Simeon

 
/ˈsimēən/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, second son of Jacob and Leah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.










Simferopol

 
/ˌsimfəˈrôpəl/






a city in the Crimea, Ukraine; pop. 337,100 (est. 2009). It was settled by the Tartars in the 16th century, when it was known as Ak-Mechet, and was seized in 1736 by the Russians.










simian

 
/ˈsimēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, resembling, or affecting apes or monkeys




•
 
simian immunodeficiency virus.







Compare with prosimian
 .








II.
 
noun




an ape or monkey.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
simia

 ‘ape,’ perhaps via Latin from Greek 
simos

 ‘flat-nosed.’






similar

 
/ˈsim(ə)lər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling without being identical




•
 
a soft cheese 
similar to

 Brie




•
 
northern India and similar areas.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 (of geometric figures) having the same shape, with the same angles and proportions, though not necessarily of the same size.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 a person or thing similar to another.




2.
 
(usu. 
similars

 )
 — a substance that produces effects resembling the symptoms of particular diseases (the basis of homeopathic treatment)




•
 
the principle of treatment by similars.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also as a term in anatomy meaning ‘homogeneous’): from French 
similaire

 or medieval Latin 
similaris

 , from Latin 
similis

 ‘like.’





similarity

 
/ˌsiməˈlerədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being similar




•
 
the similarity of symptoms makes them hard to diagnose.










2.
 
(usu. 
similarities

 )
 — a similar feature or aspect




•
 
the 
similarities between

 people of different nationalities.



















similarly

 
/ˈsim(ə)lərlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in a similar way




•
 
a similarly priced property.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to indicate a similarity between two facts or events




•
 
The diaries of politicians tend to be self-justifying. Similarly, autobiographies may be idealized.



















simile

 
/ˈsiməlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, used to make a description more emphatic or vivid (e.g., 
as brave as a lion

 , 
crazy like a fox

 ).




2.
 
the use of simile.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, neuter of 
similis

 ‘like.’





similitude

 
/siˈmiləˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being similar to something.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a comparison between two things.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a person or thing resembling someone or something else.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
similitudo

 , from 
similis

 ‘like.’





Simi Valley

 
/ˈsēmē, siˌmē/






a city in southwestern California, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 120,543 (est. 2008).









Simla

 
/ˈsimlə/






variant spelling of Shimla
 .









SIMM

 
/sim/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 single in-line memory module, containing RAM chips.













Simmental

 
/ˈzimənˌtäl/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a red and white breed of cattle farmed for both meat and milk.











– origin

 1950s: named after a valley in central Switzerland.





simmer

 
/ˈsimər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water or food) stay just below the boiling point while being heated




•
 
the goulash was simmering slowly on the stove




•
 


‹figurative›

 the disagreement simmered for years and eventually boiled over.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — keep (food) just below boiling when cooking or heating it




•
 
simmer the sauce gently until thickened.










3.
 
be in a state of suppressed anger or excitement




•
 
she was simmering with resentment.










4.
 
(
simmer down

 )
 — become calmer and quieter.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state or temperature just below the boiling point




•
 
bring the water to a simmer.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: alteration of dialect 
simper

 (in the same sense), perhaps imitative.





simnel cake

 
/ˈsimnəl ˌkāk/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a rich fruitcake, typically with a marzipan covering and decoration, eaten especially at Easter or during Lent.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: 
simnel

 from Old French 
simenel

 , based on Latin 
simila

 or Greek 
semidalis

 ‘fine flour.’





simoleon

 
/səˈmōlēən/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a dollar.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps on the pattern of 
napoleon

 .





Simon, Carly

 
/ˈsīmən/






(1945–), US singer and songwriter. Her hits include 
“Anticipation”

 (1971), 
“You're So Vain”

 (1972), 
“ Nobody Does It Better”

 (1977), and 
“Let the River Run”

 (1988).









Simon, Neil






(1927–), US playwright; full name 
Marvin Neil Simon

 . Most of his plays are wry comedies that portray aspects of middle-class life. They include 
Barefoot in the Park

 (1963), 
The Odd Couple

 (1965), and 
Lost in Yonkers

 (1991). Many of his plays were made into movies.









Simon, Paul






(1942–), US singer and songwriter. He became known with 
Art Garfunkel

 (1941–) for the albums 
Sounds of Silence

 (1966) and 
Bridge Over Troubled Water

 (1970) and the music for the movie 
The Graduate

 (1968). The pair split up in 1970 and Simon pursued a successful solo career, recording albums such as 
Graceland

 (1986).









Simon, St.






an apostle; known as 
Simon the Zealot

 . According to one tradition, he preached and was martyred in Persia along with St. Jude. Feast day (with St. Jude), October 28.









Simonides

 
/sīˈmänəˌdēz/






(
c.

 556–468 
BC

 ), Greek lyric poet. Much of his poetry celebrates the heroes of the Persian Wars.









simonize

 
/ˈsīməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 polish (a motor vehicle).











– origin

 1930s: from the proprietary name 
Simoniz

 + -ize
 .





simon-pure

 
/ˌsīmənˈpyo͝or/





I.
 
adjective




completely genuine, authentic, or honest.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
(the real) Simon Pure

 , a character in Centlivre's 
Bold Stroke for a Wife

 (1717), who for part of the play is impersonated by another character.





Simon Says

 
/ˈsīmən sez/






noun




a children's game in which players must obey the leader's instructions if (and only if) they are prefaced with the words “Simon says.”













simony

 
/ˈsīmənē ˈsimənē/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the buying or selling of ecclesiastical privileges, for example pardons or benefices.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
simoniac

 
/ˌsīməˈnīək /






adjective, noun













2.
 
simoniacal

 
/ˌsīməˈnīəkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
simonie

 , from late Latin 
simonia

 , from 
Simon

 Magus (Acts 8:18).





simoom

 
/səˈmo͞om /

 
simoon





I.
 
noun




a hot, dry, dust-laden wind blowing in the desert, especially in Arabia.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Arabic 
samūm

 , from 
samma

 ‘to poison.’





simp

 
/simp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a silly or foolish person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of simpleton
 .





simpatico

 
/simˈpadəˌkō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) likable and easy to get along with.




2.
 
having or characterized by shared attributes or interests; compatible




•
 
a simpatico relationship.

















– origin

 Italian and Spanish, ‘sympathetic.’





simper

 
/ˈsimpər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smile or gesture in an affectedly coquettish, coy, or ingratiating manner




•
 
she simpered, looking pleased with herself.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an affectedly coquettish, coy, or ingratiating smile or gesture




•
 
an exaggerated simper.














III.
 
derivatives





simperingly

 
/ˈsimp(ə)riNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with German 
zimpfer

 ‘elegant, delicate.’






simple

 
/ˈsimpəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easily understood or done; presenting no difficulty




•
 
a simple solution




•
 
camcorders are now so simple to operate.










2.
 
plain, basic, or uncomplicated in form, nature, or design; without much decoration or ornamentation




•
 
a simple white blouse




•
 
the house is furnished in a simple country style.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — used to emphasize the fundamental and straightforward nature of something




•
 
the simple truth.










4.
 
composed of a single element; not compound.




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a group that has no proper normal subgroup.




6.
 


[Botany]

 (of a leaf or stem) not divided or branched.




7.
 
(of a lens, microscope, etc.) consisting of a single lens or component.




8.
 
(in English grammar) denoting a tense formed without an auxiliary, e.g., 
sang

 as opposed to 
was singing

 .




9.
 
(of interest) payable on the sum loaned only.

Compare with compound
 1
 .




10.
 
of or characteristic of low rank or status; humble and unpretentious




•
 
a simple Buddhist monk.










11.
 
of low or abnormally low intelligence.








II.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a medicinal herb, or a medicine made from one




•
 
the gatherers of simples.














III.
 
exclamation




used to convey that something is very straightforward




•
 
I don't overanalyze. I listen, I like, I buy. Simple!














IV.
 
derivatives





simpleness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
simplus

 . The noun sense (mid 16th cent.) originally referred to a medicine made from one constituent, especially from one plant.






simple eye






noun




a small eye of an insect or other arthropod that has only one lens, typically present in one or more pairs.














simple fracture

 
/ˈsimpəl ˈfrak(t)SHər/






noun




a fracture of the bone only, without damage to the surrounding tissues or breaking of the skin.

Compare with compound fracture
 .














simple harmonic motion






noun






[Physics]

 oscillatory motion under a retarding force proportional to the amount of displacement from an equilibrium position.













simple-hearted






adjective




(of a person) honest, open, and straightforward




•
 
a simple-hearted, unassuming, courteous old gentleman.



















simple interval






noun






[Music]

 an interval of one octave or less.













simple machine






noun






[Mechanics]

 any of the basic mechanical devices for applying a force, such as an inclined plane, wedge, or lever.













simple majority






noun




a majority in which the highest number of votes cast for any one candidate, issue, or item exceeds the second-highest number, while not constituting an absolute majority.













simpleminded

 
/ˌsimpəlˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing very little intelligence or judgment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
simplemindedly






adverb













2.
 
simplemindedness






noun





















simples

 
/ˈsimpəlz/





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to convey that something is very straightforward




•
 
So if you don't like the store, don't shop there! Simples!

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: popularized by its use as a catchphrase in advertisements in the UK.





simple sentence






noun




a sentence consisting of only one clause, with a single subject and predicate.













Simple Simon





I.
 
noun




a foolish or gullible person.











– origin

 probably from the name of a character who is featured in various nursery rhymes.






simple time

 
/ˈsimpəl tīm/






noun




musical rhythm or meter in which each beat in a measure can be subdivided simply into halves or quarters.

Compare with compound time
 .














simpleton

 
/ˈsimpəlt(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a foolish or gullible person.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from simple
 , on the pattern of surnames derived from place names ending in 
-ton

 .






simplex

 
/ˈsimpleks/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 composed of or characterized by a single part or structure.




2.
 


‹technical›

 (of a communications system, computer circuit, etc.) only allowing transmission of signals in one direction at a time.








II.
 
noun




a simple or uncompounded word.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘single,’ variant of 
simplus

 ‘simple.’





simplex method






noun






[Mathematics]

 a standard method of maximizing a linear function of several variables under several constraints on other linear functions.













simplicity

 
/simˈplisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or condition of being easy to understand or do




•
 
for the sake of simplicity, this chapter will concentrate on one theory.










2.
 
the quality or condition of being plain or natural




•
 
the grandeur and simplicity of Roman architecture.










3.
 
a thing that is plain, natural, or easy to understand




•
 
the simplicities of pastoral living.














II.
 
phrases





be simplicity itself






be extremely easy.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
simplicite

 or Latin 
simplicitas

 , from 
simplex

 (see simplex
 ).





simplification

 
/ˌsimpləfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the process of making something simpler or easier to do or understand




•
 
he is proposing simplification of the planning system




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
this is a gross simplification of a complex process.



















simplify

 
/ˈsimpləˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) simpler or easier to do or understand




•
 
an overhaul of court procedure to simplify litigation.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
simplifier

 , from medieval Latin 
simplificare

 , from Latin 
simplus

 (see simple
 ).





simplism

 
/ˈsimplizəm/






noun






‹rare›

 the oversimplification of an issue.













simplistic

 
/simˈplistik/





I.
 
adjective




treating complex issues and problems as if they were much simpler than they really are




•
 
simplistic solutions.














II.
 
derivatives





simplistically

 
/simˈplistək(ə)lē /






adverb





















simply

 
/ˈsimplē/






adverb



1.
 
in a straightforward or plain manner




•
 
speaking simply and from the heart.










2.
 
merely; just




•
 
simply complete the application form.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — absolutely; completely (used for emphasis)




•
 
it makes Terry simply furious.










4.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to introduce a short summary of a situation




•
 
quite simply, some things have to be taught.



















Simpson, O. J.






(1947–), US football player and actor; full name 
Orenthal James Simpson

 . Following a successful career as a running back for the Buffalo Bills 1969–77 and the San Francisco 49ers 1978–79, he became a television sports commentator. He was arrested in 1994, accused of murdering his ex-wife 
Nicole Brown Simpson

 (1959–94) and 
Ronald Goldman

 (1968–94). He was acquitted after a lengthy, high-profile trial, but in a 1997 civil court, he was found liable for both wrongful deaths. In 2008 he was sentenced to at least 9 years in prison on separate charges of assault and kidnapping.









Simpson, Sir James Young

 
/ˈsim(p)sən/






(1811–71), Scottish surgeon and obstetrician. He discovered the usefulness of chloroform as an anesthetic.









Simpson, Wallis






(1896–1986), wife of Edward, Duke of Windsor (Edward VIII); born 
Wallis Warfield

 . Her relationship with the king caused a scandal in view of her status as an American divorcee and forced his abdication in 1936.









Simpson's rule

 
/ˈsimpsənz ˌro͞ol /

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
an arithmetical rule for estimating the area under a curve where the values of an odd number of ordinates, including those at each end, are known.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Thomas 
Simpson

 (1710–61), English mathematician.





simul

 
/ˈsiməl/





I.
 
noun






[Chess]

 a display in which a player plays a number of games simultaneously against different opponents.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of simultaneous
 .





simulacrum

 
/ˌsimyəˈlākrəm ˌsimyəˈlakrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an image or representation of someone or something




•
 
a small-scale simulacrum of a skyscraper.










2.
 
an unsatisfactory imitation or substitute




•
 
a bland simulacrum of American soul music.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
simulare

 (see simulate
 ).





simulant

 
/ˈsimyələnt/





I.
 
noun




a thing that simulates or resembles something else




•
 
jade simulants.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
simulant-

 ‘copying, representing,’ from the verb 
simulare

 .






simulate

 
/ˈsimyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate the appearance or character of




•
 
red ocher intended to simulate blood.










2.
 
pretend to have or feel (an emotion)




•
 
it was impossible to force a smile, to simulate pleasure.










3.
 
produce a computer model of




•
 
future population changes were simulated by computer.














II.
 
derivatives





simulative

 
/-ˌlātiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
simulation

 ): from Latin 
simulat-

 ‘copied, represented,’ from the verb 
simulare

 , from 
similis

 ‘like.’





simulated

 
/ˈsimyəˌlādəd/






adjective



1.
 
manufactured in imitation of some other material




•
 
a simulated leather handbag.










2.
 
(of an emotion) pretended or feigned




•
 
she howled in simulated anguish.










3.
 
imitating the conditions of something, especially as a training exercise




•
 
a simulated terrorist attack.



















simulation

 
/ˌsimyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
imitation of a situation or process




•
 
simulation of blood flowing through arteries and veins




•
 
photographs showing simulation of sex acts.










2.
 
the action of pretending; deception




•
 
clever simulation that's good enough to trick you.










3.
 
the production of a computer model of something, especially for the purpose of study




•
 
the method was tested by computer simulation




•
 [
count noun

 ]
 
a visual simulation of a collision




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
simulation models will allow researchers to test different strategies.



















simulator

 
/ˈsimyəˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a machine with a similar set of controls designed to provide a realistic imitation of the operation of a vehicle, aircraft, or other complex system, used for training purposes.




2.
 
(also 
simulator program

 )
 — a program enabling a computer to execute programs written for a different operating system.













simulcast

 
/ˈsīməlˌkast/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simultaneous transmission of the same program on radio and television, or on two or more channels.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a live transmission of a public celebration or sports event




•
 
simulcasts of live races.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
broadcast (a simulcast transmission)




•
 
the show will be simulcast live to 201 countries.

















– origin

 1940s: blend of simultaneous
 and broadcast
 .






simultaneous

 
/ˌsīməlˈtānēəs/





I.
 
adjective




occurring, operating, or done at the same time




•
 
a simultaneous withdrawal of all troops




•
 
simultaneous translation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
simultaneity

 
/ˌsīməltəˈnēədē ˌsīməltəˈnādē /






noun













2.
 
simultaneousness

 
/ˌsīməlˈtānēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: based on Latin 
simul

 ‘at the same time,’ probably influenced by late Latin 
momentaneus

 .





simultaneous equations






plural noun




equations involving two or more unknowns that are to have the same values in each equation.













simultaneously

 
/ˌsīməlˈtānēəslē/






adverb




at the same time




•
 
the telethon was broadcast simultaneously on 31 US networks.




•
 
it works simultaneously as character study, teen drama and sci-fi thriller.



















simurg

 
/sēˈmərɡ/





I.
 
noun




(in Persian mythology) a large mythical bird of great age, believed to have the power of reasoning and speech.











– origin

 from Persian 
sīmurġ

 , from Pahlavi 
sēn

 ‘eagle’ + 
murġ

 ‘bird.’






sin1


 
/sin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an immoral act considered to be a transgression against divine law




•
 
a sin in the eyes of God




•
 
the human capacity for sin.










2.
 
an act regarded as a serious or regrettable fault, offense, or omission




•
 
he committed the unforgivable sin of refusing to give interviews




•
 


‹humorous›

 with air like this, it's a sin not to go out.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
commit a sin




•
 
I sinned and brought shame down on us.










2.
 
(
sin against

 )
 — offend against (God, a person, or a principle)




•
 
I had sinned against my master.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
(as) —— as sin








‹informal›

 having a particular undesirable quality to a high degree




•
 
as ugly as sin.















2.
 
live in sin








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 live together as though married.









3.
 
sin of commission






a sinful action.









4.
 
sin of omission






a sinful failure to perform an action.















– origin

 Old English 
synn

 (noun), 
syngian

 (verb); probably related to Latin 
sons

 , 
sont-

 ‘guilty.’





sin2


 
/sīn/






abbreviation




sine.













Sinai

 
/ˈsīnī/






an arid mountainous peninsula in northeastern Egypt that extends into the Red Sea between the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of Aqaba. It was occupied by Israel between 1967 and 1982. In the south is Mount Sinai, where, according to the Bible, Moses received the Ten Commandments (Exod. 19–34).









Sinaitic

 
/ˌsinēˈidik/






adjective




of or relating to Mount Sinai or the Sinai peninsula.













Sinaloa

 
/ˌsēnəˈlōə/






a state on the Pacific coast of Mexico; capital, Culiacán Rosales.









Sinanthropus

 
/sinˈanTHrəpəs/





I.
 
noun




a former genus name applied to some fossilized hominids found in China in 1926.

See Peking man
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from Sino-
 ‘Chinese’ (because remains were found near Beijing) + Greek 
anthrōpos

 ‘man.’





Sinatra, Frank

 
/səˈnätrə/






(1915–98), US singer and actor; full name 
Francis Albert Sinatra

 . He became a star in the 1940s with a large teenage following. His many hits included 
“Night and Day,”

 
“My Way,”

 and 
“New York, New York.”

 Notable movies: 
From Here to Eternity

 (1953), 
Ocean's Eleven

 (1960), and 
The Detective

 (1968).









Sinbad the Sailor

 
/ˌsinbad T͟Hə ˈsālər /

 
Sindbad






the hero of one of the tales in the 
Arabian Nights

 , who relates the fantastic adventures he meets with in his voyages.









since

 
/sins/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction, adverb



1.
 
in the intervening period between (the time mentioned) and the time under consideration, typically the present


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
she has suffered from depression since she was sixteen




•
 
the worst property slump since the war




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
I've felt better since I've been here




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she ran away on Friday and we haven't seen her since.










2.
 
[
conjunction

 ]
 — for the reason that: because




•
 
delegates were delighted, since better protection of rhino reserves will help protect other rare species.










3.
 
[
adv.

 ]
 — ago




•
 
the settlement had vanished 
long since

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: contraction of obsolete 
sithence

 , or from dialect 
sin

 (both from dialect 
sithen

 ‘thereupon, afterward, ever since’). / 
usage:

 When using 
since

 as a causal conjunction to mean ‘because’ or ‘given that,’ be aware that in some contexts or constructions the word may be construed as referring to time. For example, in the sentence, Since Mrs. Jefferson moved to Baltimore in the 1990s, she was not aware of the underlying complexities, it is not clear, especially at the beginning, whether 
since

 means ‘because’ or ‘from the time when.’ It is often better to simply say ‘because,’ if that is the intended meaning.





sincere

 
/sinˈsir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
free from pretense or deceit; proceeding from genuine feelings




•
 
they offer their sincere thanks to Paul.










2.
 
(of a person) saying what they genuinely feel or believe; not dishonest or hypocritical.








II.
 
derivatives





sincereness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘not falsified, unadulterated’): from Latin 
sincerus

 ‘clean, pure.’





sincerely

 
/sinˈsirlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a sincere or genuine way




•
 
I sincerely hope that we shall have a change of government




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
sincerely held differences of belief.










2.
 
(also 
sincerely yours

 or 
yours sincerely

 )
 — a formula used to end a letter, typically a formal one in which the recipient is addressed by name.













sincerity

 
/sinˈserədē/






noun




the quality of being free from pretense, deceit, or hypocrisy




•
 
the sincerity of his beliefs is unquestionable.



















sinciput

 
/ˈsinsəpət/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the front of the skull from the forehead to the crown.








II.
 
derivatives





sincipital

 
/sinˈsipitl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
semi-

 ‘half’ + 
caput

 ‘head.’





Sinclair, Upton

 
/sinˈkle(ə)r/






(1878–1968), US novelist and social reformer; full name 
Upton Beall Sinclair

 . He agitated for social justice in 79 books, including 
The Jungle

 (1906) and the 11-volume “Lanny Budd” series (1940–53).









Sind

 
/sind/






a province of southeastern Pakistan, traversed by the lower reaches of the Indus River; capital, Karachi.









Sindebele

 
/ˌsɪndəˈbēlē/






noun




another term for Ndebele
 (the language).














Sindhi

 
/ˈsindē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Sind.




2.
 
the Indic language of Sind, used also in western India.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the province of Sind or its people, or the Sindhi language.











– origin

 from Persian and Urdu 
sindī

 , from Sanskrit 
sindhu

 ‘river’ (specifically the Indus).See Hindi
 , Indus
 1
 .





sine

 
/sīn/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 the trigonometric function that is equal to the ratio of the side opposite a given angle (in a right triangle) to the hypotenuse.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
sinus

 ‘curve,’ used in medieval Latin as a translation of Arabic 
jayb

 ‘pocket, sine.’





sinecure

 
/ˈsīnəkyo͝or ˈsinəˌkyo͝or/





I.
 
noun




a position requiring little or no work but giving the holder status or financial benefit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinecurism

 
/ˈsīnəkyo͝orizəm, si- /






noun













2.
 
sinecurist

 
/ˈsinəˌkyo͝orəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sine cura

 ‘without care.’





sine curve

 
/ˈsīn ˌkərv /

 
sine wave






noun




a curve representing periodic oscillations of constant amplitude as given by a sine function.

Also called sinusoid
 .













sine die

 
/ˌsinə ˈdēə ˌsēnā ˈdēā/





I.
 
adverb




(with reference to business or proceedings that have been adjourned) with no appointed date for resumption




•
 
the case was adjourned sine die.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘without a day.’





sine qua non

 
/ˌsinā ˌkwä ˈnōn ˌsinē ˌkwä ˈnän/





I.
 
noun




an essential condition; a thing that is absolutely necessary




•
 
grammar and usage are the sine qua non of language teaching and learning.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘(cause) without which not.’





sinew

 
/ˈsinyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of tough fibrous tissue uniting muscle to bone or bone to bone; a tendon or ligament.




2.
 
(usu. 
sinews

 )
 — the parts of a structure, system, or thing that give it strength or bind it together




•
 
the sinews of government.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
sinewed

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 strengthen with or as if with sinews




•
 
the sinewed shape of his back.














III.
 
derivatives





sinewless

 
/ˈsinyo͞oləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sin(e)we

 ‘tendon,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zeen

 and German 
Sehne

 .





sinewy

 
/ˈsinyo͞owē/






adjective



1.
 
consisting of or resembling sinews.




2.
 
(of a person or animal) lean and muscular




•
 
a short, sinewy, sunburnt man




•
 


‹figurative›

 the language is spare and sinewy.




















sinfonia

 
/ˌsinfəˈnēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a symphony.




2.
 


[Music]

 (in the 17th and 18th centuries) an orchestral piece used as an introduction, interlude, or postlude to an opera, oratorio, cantata, or suite.











– origin

 Italian.






sinfonia concertante

 
/ˌsinfəˌnēə ˌkôn(t)SHərˈtänˌtā/





I.
 
noun




a piece of music for orchestra with more than one soloist, typically from the 18th century.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘harmonizing symphony.’





sinfonietta

 
/ˌsinfənˈyedə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a short or simple symphony.




2.
 


[Music]

 a small symphony orchestra.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
sinfonia

 (see sinfonia
 ).





sinful

 
/ˈsinfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wicked and immoral; committing or characterized by the committing of sins




•
 
sinful men




•
 
a sinful way of life.










2.
 
highly reprehensible




•
 
a sinful waste.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinfully

 
/ˈsinfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sinfulness

 
/ˈsinfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
synfull

 (see sin
 1
 , -ful
 ).






sing

 
/siNG/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make musical sounds with the voice, especially words with a set tune




•
 
Bella sang to the baby.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (a song, words, or tune) with the voice




•
 
someone started singing “God Bless America”




•
 (as 
noun

 
singing

 )
 
the singing of hymns in Latin.










3.
 
(
sing along

 )
 — sing in accompaniment to a song or piece of music.




4.
 
(
sing something out

 )
 — call something out loudly; shout




•
 
he sang out a greeting.










5.
 
(of a bird) make characteristic melodious whistling and twittering sounds




•
 
the birds were singing in the chestnut trees.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a high-pitched whistling or buzzing sound




•
 
the kettle was beginning to sing.










7.
 
(of a person's ear) be affected with a continuous buzzing sound, especially as the aftereffect of a blow or loud noise




•
 
a stinging slap that made my ear sing.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 act as an informer to the police




•
 
as soon as he got put under pressure, he 
sang like a canary

 .










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — recount or celebrate in a work of literature, especially poetry




•
 
poetry should sing the strangeness and variety of the human race




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
these poets 
sing of

 the North American experience.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 compose poetry.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 an act or spell of singing.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a meeting for amateur singing.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
sing a different tune






change one's opinion about or attitude toward someone or something.









2.
 
sing for one's supper






see supper
 .









3.
 
sing the praises of






see praise
 .









4.
 
sing someone to sleep






cause someone to fall asleep by singing gently to them.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
singable

 
/ˈsiNGəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
singingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
singan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zingen

 and German 
singen

 .





sing.






abbreviation




singular.













sing-along

 
singalong






noun



1.
 
an informal occasion when people sing together in a group.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a light popular song or tune to which one can easily sing along in accompaniment




•
 
an album featuring simple, sing-along tunes.



















Singapore

 
/ˈsiNGəˌpôr/







1.
 
a country in Southeast Asia that consists of the island of Singapore (linked by a causeway to the southern tip of the Malay Peninsula) and about 54 smaller islands; pop. 4,657,500 (est. 2009); capital, Singapore City; official languages, Malay, Chinese, Tamil, and English.





Established as a trading post under the East India Company in 1819, Singapore came under British colonial rule in 1867. Singapore rapidly grew to become the most important commercial center and naval base in Southeast Asia. After World War II, it became first a British Crown Colony in 1946 and then a self-governing state within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1959. Federated with Malaysia in 1963, it declared full independence two years later. In terms of tonnage handled, Singapore's port is the world's busiest.









Singaporean

 
/ˌsiNG(ɡ)əˈpôrēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Singapore or its people




•
 
from this school, students can enroll in a Singaporean college, university, or polytechnic.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Singapore




•
 
it is common for Singaporeans to compare Australian home prices with prices here.




















Singapore sling






noun




a cocktail made from gin and cherry brandy.













singe

 
/sinj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burn (something) superficially or lightly




•
 
the fire had singed his eyebrows




•
 (as 
adj.

 
singed

 )
 
a smell of singed feathers.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be burned superficially




•
 
the heat was so intense I could feel the hairs on my hands singe.










3.
 
burn the bristles or down off (the carcass of a pig or fowl) to prepare it for cooking.








II.
 
noun




a superficial burn.











– origin

 Old English 
sencgan

 ; related to Dutch 
zengen

 .





singer

 
/ˈsiNGər/






noun




a person who sings, especially professionally




•
 
a pop singer.



















Singer, Isaac Bashevis

 
/ˈsiNGər/






(1904–91), US novelist and short-story writer, born in Poland. His work blends realistic detail and elements of fantasy, mysticism, and magic to portray the lives of Polish Jews during many periods. Notable works: 
The Magician of Lublin

 (1955), 
The Slave

 (1962), and 
Collected Stories

 (1982). Nobel Prize for Literature (1978).









Singer, Isaac Merrit






(1811–75), US inventor. He designed and built the first commercially successful sewing machine in 1852. Singer's company became the world's largest sewing machine manufacturer.









singer-songwriter

 
/ˌsiNGərˈsôNGˌrīdər/






noun




a person who sings and writes popular songs, especially professionally.













Singh

 
/siNG/





I.
 
noun




a title or surname adopted by certain warrior castes of northern India, especially by male members of the Sikh Khalsa.











– origin

 from Punjabi 
siṅgh

 ‘lion,’ from Sanskrit 
siṃha

 ‘lion.’






single

 
/ˈsiNGɡəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — only one; not one of several




•
 
a single red rose




•
 
the kingdom was ruled over by a single family.










2.
 
regarded separately or as distinct from each other or others in a group




•
 
she wrote down every single word




•
 
it's our single most popular beach.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — even one (used for emphasis)




•
 
they didn't receive a single reply.










4.
 
designed or suitable for one person




•
 
a single bed.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 not accompanied or supported by others; alone.




6.
 
unmarried or not involved in a stable sexual relationship




•
 
a single mother.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — consisting of one part




•
 
the studio was a single large room.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a ticket) not valid for the return trip; one-way.




9.
 
(of a flower) having only one whorl of petals.




10.
 
denoting an alcoholic drink that consists of one measure of liquor




•
 
a single whiskey.










11.
 


‹archaic›

 free from duplicity or deceit; ingenuous




•
 
a pure and single heart.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual person or thing rather than part of a pair or a group.




2.
 
a short record or CD featuring one main one song or track.




3.
 
(
singles

 )
 — people who are unmarried or not involved in a stable sexual relationship


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a singles bar.










4.
 


(Brit.)

 a one-way ticket.




5.
 
a bedroom, especially in a hotel, that is suitable for one person.




6.
 
a single measure of liquor.




7.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a one-dollar bill.




8.
 


[Baseball]

 a hit that allows the batter to reach first base safely.




9.
 
(
singles

 )
 — (especially in tennis and badminton) a game or competition for individual players, not pairs or teams.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
single someone/something out

 )
 — choose someone or something from a group for special treatment




•
 
one newspaper was 
singled out for

 criticism.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 hit a single




•
 
Aaron singled to center.










3.
 
(
single in

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a run) to be scored by hitting a single




•
 
they each singled in a run.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — advance (a runner) by hitting a single.








IV.
 
derivatives





singleness

 
/ˈsiNGɡ(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
singulus

 , related to 
simplus

 ‘simple.’





single-acting

 
/ˌsiNGɡəlˈaktiNG/






adjective




(of an engine) having pressure applied only to one side of the piston.













single-action

 
/ˌsiNGɡəlˈakSH(ə)n/






adjective




(of a gun) needing to be cocked by hand before it can be fired.














single-blind

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlˌblīnd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a test or experiment in which information that may bias the results is concealed from either tester or subject.

Compare with double-blind
 .













single bond






noun




a chemical bond in which one pair of electrons is shared between two atoms.













single-breasted

 
/ˌsiNGɡəlˈbrestəd/






adjective




(of a jacket or coat) showing only one row of buttons at the front when fastened.













single combat






noun




fighting between two people




•
 
these two have been engaging 
in single combat

 for years.



















single-copy

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlˌkäpē/






adjective






[Genetics]

 (of a gene or genetic sequence) present in a genome in only one copy.













single currency






noun



1.
 
a currency used by all the members of an economic federation.




2.
 
(also 
single European currency

 )
 — the currency (the euro) that replaced the national currencies of twelve member states of the European Union in 2002.













single-cut

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlkət/






adjective




(of a file) having grooves cut in one direction only, not crossing each other.













single-elimination






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 denoting or relating to a type of tournament in which teams or players are eliminated from the competition after a single defeat




•
 
the new single-elimination format leaves no room for an off night




•
 
an eight-team single-elimination event




•
 
the top two advance to the single-elimination semifinals.



















single-ended

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlendəd/






adjective




(of an electronic device) designed for use with unbalanced signals and therefore having one input and one output terminal grounded.













single-entry

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlˌentrē/






adjective




denoting a system of bookkeeping in which each transaction is entered in one account only.














single file

 
/ˈsiNGɡəl fīl/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a line of people or things arranged one behind another




•
 
we trooped along 
in single file






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a single-file column.














II.
 
adverb




one behind another




•
 
we walked single file.



















single-foot

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlfo͝ot/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a horse) walk by moving both legs on each side in alternation, each foot falling separately.













single-handed

 
/ˌsiNGɡəlˈhandəd /

 
singlehanded





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
done without help from anyone else


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
sailing single-handed around the world




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a single-handed crusade.










2.
 
done or designed to be used with one hand


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the tool is easy to use single-handed




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a single-handed ax.














II.
 
derivatives





single-handedness

 
singlehandedness






noun





















single-handedly

 
/ˌsiNGɡəlˈhandədlē/






adverb




without help from anyone else




•
 
Michael single-handedly transformed the team




•
 
the first woman to sail single-handedly around the world.



















single-hander






noun



1.
 
a boat or other craft that can be sailed single-handed.




2.
 
a person who sails a boat or yacht single-handed.













single-lens reflex

 
/ˈˌsiNGɡəl ˌlenz ˈrēˌfleks ˈˌsiNGɡə(l)ˌlenz ˈrēˌfleks/






adjective




denoting a reflex camera in which the lens that forms the image on the film also provides the image in the viewfinder.













single malt

 
single-malt whiskey






noun




whiskey unblended with any other malt.














single market

 
/ˈsiNGɡəl ˈmärkət/






noun




an association of countries trading with each other without restrictions or tariffs. The European single market came into effect on January 1, 1993.













single-minded

 
/ˈˌsiNGɡəl ˈˌmīndid /

 
singleminded





I.
 
adjective




having or concentrating on only one aim or purpose




•
 
the single-minded pursuit of profit.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
single-mindedly

 
/ˈˌsiNGɡəl ˈˌmīndidlē /

 
singlemindedly






adverb













2.
 
single-mindedness

 
/ˈˌsiNGɡəl ˈˌmīndidnis /

 
singlemindedness






noun





















single nucleotide polymorphism






noun




a variation in a single base pair in a DNA sequence.













single parent

 
/ˈsiNGɡəl ˈperənt/






noun




a person bringing up a child or children without a partner.













single-player






adjective




denoting or relating to a video game designed to be played by one person at a time




•
 
a terrific single-player first-person shooter game.



















singles bar

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlz bär/






noun




a bar for single people seeking company.













single-seater

 
/ˌsiNGɡəlˈsēdər/






noun




a vehicle or aircraft for one person.













single-source

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlsôrs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a franchise to a single supplier for (a particular product).













singlestick

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlˌstik/






noun



1.
 


[Fencing]

 a wooden stick of about a sword's length.




2.
 


[Fencing]

 fencing with a singlestick.













singlet

 
/ˈsiNGɡlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a sleeveless garment worn under or instead of a shirt.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a single unresolvable line in a spectrum, not part of a multiplet.




3.
 
a state or energy level with zero spin, giving a single value for a particular quantum number.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 an atomic or molecular state in which all electron spins are paired.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally denoting a man's short jacket): from single
 (because the garment was unlined) + -et
 1
 , on the pattern of 
doublet

 .





singleton

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlt(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a single person or thing of the kind under consideration




•
 
splitting the clumps of plants into singletons.










2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a child or animal born singly, rather than one of a multiple birth




•
 
singleton boys.










3.
 
(in card games, especially bridge) a card that is the only one of its suit in a hand.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 a set that contains exactly one element.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from single
 , on the pattern of 
simpleton

 .






singletree

 
/ˈsiNGɡəlˌtrē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a crossbar pivoted in the middle, to which the traces are attached in a horse-drawn wagon or plow.













single-use






adjective




designed to be used once and then disposed of or destroyed




•
 
billions of single-use cups are thrown into landfill sites every year.



















singly

 
/ˈsiNGɡlē/






adverb




one at a time; separately or individually




•
 
he talked to the players singly and in groups.



















Sing Sing

 
/ˈsiNG ˌsiNG/






a New York state prison, built in 1825–28 in the town of Ossining (formerly Sing Sing) on the Hudson River, and once notorious for its severe discipline.









singsong

 
/ˈsiNGˌsôNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's voice) having a repeated rising and falling rhythm




•
 
the singsong voices of children reciting tables.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an informal gathering for singing.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a singsong way of speaking.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or recite something in a singsong manner.













singsong girl

 
/ˈsiNGˌsôNG ˌɡərl/






noun




(in China) a female entertainer.













singspiel

 
/ˈsiNGˌspēl, ˈziNGˌSHpēl/





I.
 
noun




a form of German light opera, typically with spoken dialogue, popular especially in the late 18th century.











– origin

 from German 
singen

 ‘sing’ + 
Spiel

 ‘play.’






singular

 
/ˈsiNGɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exceptionally good or great; remarkable




•
 
the singular beauty of the desert.










2.
 
strange or eccentric in some respect




•
 
no explanation accompanied this rather singular statement.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a square matrix) having a zero determinant.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a point that is a singularity.




5.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word or form) denoting or referring to just one person or thing.




6.
 
single; unique




•
 
she always thought of herself as singular, as his only daughter.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the singular

 )


1.
 


[Grammar]

 the singular form of a word




•
 
the first person singular.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘solitary, single,’ also ‘beyond the average’): from Old French 
singuler

 , from Latin 
singularis

 , from 
singulus

 (see single
 ).





singularity

 
/ˌsiNGɡyəˈlerədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state, fact, quality, or condition of being singular




•
 
he believed in the singularity of all cultures.










2.
 
a peculiarity or odd trait.




3.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 a point at which a function takes an infinite value, especially in space-time when matter is infinitely dense, as at the center of a black hole.




4.
 
(usu. 
the singularity

 )
 — a hypothetical moment in time when artificial intelligence and other technologies have become so advanced that humanity undergoes a dramatic and irreversible change




•
 
maybe the singularity just happened, and we didn't notice.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
singularite

 , from late Latin 
singularitas

 , from 
singularis

 ‘unique’ (see singular
 ).





singularize

 
/ˈsiNGɡyələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 make distinct or conspicuous.




2.
 


‹rare›

 give a singular form to (a word).








II.
 
derivatives





singularization

 
/ˌsiNGɡyələrəˈzāSHən, ˌsiNGɡyələˌrīˈzāSHən, ˌsiNGɡyəˌle(ə)rəˈzāSHən /






noun





















singularly

 
/ˈsiNGɡyələrlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a remarkable or noticeable way




•
 
you have singularly failed to live up to your promises




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a singularly unattractive color.










2.
 
in a strange or eccentric way




•
 
Charlotte thought her very singularly dressed.



















sinh

 
/sīn, ˌsīnˈāCH, sinCH/





I.
 
abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 hyperbolic sine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
sin(e)

 + 
h(yperbolic)

 .





Sinhalese

 
/ˌsinhəˈlēz /

 
Singhalese
 , Sinhala





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people originally from northern India, now forming the majority of the population of Sri Lanka.




2.
 
the Indic language of the Sinhalese.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sinhalese or their language.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Siṅhala

 ‘Sri Lanka’ + -ese
 .





Sinicize

 
/ˈsīniˌsīz, ˈsin-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
Sinicized

 )


1.
 
make Chinese in character or form




•
 
a more Sinicized conception of rulership.














II.
 
derivatives





Sinicization






noun






















sinister

 
/ˈsinistər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving the impression that something harmful or evil is happening or will happen




•
 
there was something sinister about that murmuring voice.










2.
 
evil or criminal




•
 
there might be a more sinister motive behind the government's actions.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
[Heraldry]

 of, on, or toward the left-hand side (in a coat of arms, from the bearer's point of view, i.e., the right as it is depicted).

The opposite of dexter
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinisterly

 
/ˈsinistərlē /






adverb













2.
 
sinisterness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘malicious, underhanded’): from Old French 
sinistre

 or Latin 
sinister

 ‘left.’






sinistral

 
/ˈsinəstrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or on the left side or the left hand (the opposite of dextral
 ), in particular




2.
 
left-handed.




3.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a strike-slip fault in which the motion of the block on the opposite side of the fault from an observer is toward the left.




4.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a spiral mollusk shell) with whorls rising to the left and coiling in a clockwise direction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinistrality

 
/ˌsinəˈstralitē /






noun













2.
 
sinistrally






adverb





















sinistrorse

 
/ˈsinəˌstrôrs/





I.
 
adjective




rising toward the left, especially of the spiral stem of a plant.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
sinistrorsus

 , from 
sinister

 ‘left’ + 
vertere

 ‘turn.’





Sinitic

 
/səˈnidik/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the division of the Sino-Tibetan language family that includes the many forms of spoken Chinese.














sink1


 
/siNGk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go down below the surface of something, especially of a liquid; become submerged




•
 
he saw the coffin sink below the surface of the waves.










2.
 
(of a ship) go to the bottom of the sea or some other body of water because of damage or a collision




•
 
the trawler sank with the loss of all six crew members.










3.
 
disappear and not be seen or heard of again




•
 
the film 
sank

 virtually 
without trace

 .










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a ship) to go to the bottom of the sea or other body of water




•
 
a freak wave sank their boat near the shore.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to fail




•
 
she apparently wishes to sink the company.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — conceal, keep in the background, or ignore




•
 
they agreed to sink their differences.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — descend; drop




•
 
Sam felt the ground sinking beneath his feet




•
 
you can relax on the veranda as the sun sinks.










8.
 
(of a person) lower oneself or drop gently




•
 
she sank back onto her pillow.










9.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — gradually penetrate the surface of something




•
 
her feet sank into the thick pile of the carpet.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
sink something into

 )
 — cause something sharp to penetrate (a surface)




•
 
the dog sank its teeth into her arm.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gradually decrease or decline in value, amount, quality, or intensity




•
 
their output sank to a third of the prewar figure




•
 
the reputation of the mayor sank to a very low level.










12.
 
lapse or fall into a particular state or condition, typically one that is unwelcome or unpleasant




•
 
he 
sank into

 a coma after suffering a brain hemorrhage.










13.
 
approach death




•
 
the doctor concluded that Sanders was sinking fast.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — insert beneath a surface by digging or hollowing out




•
 
rails attached with screws sunk below the surface of the wood.










15.
 
excavate (a well) or bore (a shaft) more or less vertically downward




•
 
they planned to sink a gold mine in Oklahoma.










16.
 
hit (a ball) into a hole in golf or billiards.




17.
 
insert into something




•
 
Kelly stood watching, her hands sunk deep into her pockets.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a (or that) sinking feeling






an unpleasant feeling caused by the realization that something unpleasant or undesirable has happened or is about to happen.









2.
 
sink or swim






fail or succeed entirely by one's own efforts.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sink in






(of words or facts) be fully understood or realized




•
 
Peter read the letter twice before its meaning sank in.















2.
 
sink something into






put money or energy into (something); invest something in




•
 
many investors sank their life savings into the company.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinkable






adjective













2.
 
sinkage

 
/ˈsiNGkij /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sincan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zinken

 and German 
sinken

 . / 
usage:

 Historically, the past tense of 
sink

 has been both 
sank

 and 
sunk

 (the boat 
sank

 ; the boat 
sunk

 ), and the past participle has been both 
sunk

 and 
sunken

 (the boat had already 
sunk

 ; the boat had already 
sunken

 ). In modern English, the past is generally 
sank

 and the past participle is 
sunk

 , with the form 
sunken

 now surviving only as an adjective, as in a 
sunken

 garden or 
sunken

 cheeks.






sink2


 
/siNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed basin with a water supply and a drain.




2.
 
a pool or marsh in which a river's water disappears by evaporation or percolation.




3.
 


‹technical›

 a body or process that acts to absorb or remove energy or a particular component from a system




•
 
a heat sink




•
 
the oceans can act as a 
sink for

 CO2
 .







The opposite of source
 .




4.
 
short for sinkhole
 .




5.
 
a place of vice or corruption




•
 
moralizers complain that the Net is simply a festering sink of iniquity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from sink
 1
 .





sinker

 
/ˈsiNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a weight used to sink a fishing line or sounding line.




2.
 
(also 
sinker ball

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 a pitch that drops markedly as it nears home plate.




3.
 
a type of windsurfing board of insufficient buoyancy to support a person unless moving fast.




4.
 


(US)

 a doughnut.














sinkhole

 
/ˈsiNGkˌhōl/






noun




a cavity in the ground, especially in limestone bedrock, caused by water erosion and providing a route for surface water to disappear underground.













sinking fund

 
/ˈsiNGkiNG ˌfənd/






noun




a fund formed by periodically setting aside money for the gradual repayment of a debt or replacement of a wasting asset.













sinless

 
/ˈsinləs/





I.
 
adjective




free from sin




•
 
the sinless life of Christ.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinlessly

 
/ˈsinləslē /






adverb













2.
 
sinlessness

 
/ˈsinləsnəs /






noun





















sinner

 
/ˈsinər/






noun




a person who transgresses against divine law by committing an immoral act or acts.













Sinn Fein

 
/SHin ˈfān/






I.

1.
 
a political movement and party seeking a united republican Ireland.





Founded in 1905, Sinn Fein became increasingly committed to Republicanism after the failure of the Home Rule movement. Having won a majority of Irish seats in the 1918 general election, its members refused to go to Westminster and set up their own parliament in Ireland in 1919. After a split in the 1920s, when many of its members joined Fianna Fáil, the party began to function as the political wing of the IRA. It now sends representatives to the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Irish Dáil; Sinn Fein MPs elected to the British House of Commons do not take up their seats.




II.
 
derivatives





Sinn Feiner






noun



















– origin

 from Irish 
sinn féin

 ‘we ourselves.’






Sino-

 
/ˈsīnō/






combining form



1.
 
Chinese; Chinese and …




•
 
Sino-American.










2.
 
relating to China.













sinoatrial node

 
/ˌsīnōˌātrēəl ˈnōd/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small body of specialized muscle tissue in the wall of the right atrium of the heart that acts as a pacemaker by producing a contractile signal at regular intervals.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from sinus
 + 
atrial

 (see atrium
 ).





sin offering






noun




(in traditional or ancient Judaism) an offering made as an atonement for sin.













Sino-Japanese Wars





I.
 
two wars (1894–95, 1937–45) fought between China and Japan.





The first war, caused by rivalry over Korea, was ended by a treaty in Japan's favor and led to the eventual overthrow of the Manchus in 1912. In the second war, Japanese expansionism led to trouble in Manchuria in 1931 and to the establishment of a Japanese puppet state (Manchukuo) a year later.





Sinology

 
/sīˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of Chinese language, history, customs, and politics.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Sinological

 
/ˌsīnlˈäjikəl, ˌsin- /






adjective













2.
 
Sinologist

 
/sīˈnäləjəst /






noun





















Sino-Tibetan

 
/ˌsīnōtəˈbetn/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a large language family of eastern Asia whose branches include Sinitic (Chinese), Tibeto-Burman (Burmese and Tibetan), and, in some classifications, Tai (Thai and Lao). They are tonal languages, but the exact relationships among them are unclear.








II.
 
noun




the Sino-Tibetan language family.













sinsemilla

 
/ˌsinsəˈmēyə/





I.
 
noun




marijuana of a variety that has a particularly high concentration of psychoactive agents.











– origin

 1970s: from American Spanish, literally ‘without seed.’





sin tax

 
/sin taks/






noun






‹informal›

 a tax on items considered undesirable or harmful, such as alcohol or tobacco.














sinter

 
/ˈsin(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a hard siliceous or calcareous deposit precipitated from mineral springs.




2.
 
solid material that has been sintered, especially a mixture of iron ore and other materials prepared for smelting.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a powdered material) coalesce into a solid or porous mass by heating it (and usually also compressing it) without liquefaction.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): from German 
Sinter

 ; compare with cinder
 .






Sint Maarten

 
/sint ˈmärdin/






Dutch name for St. Martin
 .









sinuate

 
/ˈsinyəwāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having a wavy or sinuous margin; with alternate rounded notches and lobes.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
sinuatus

 , past participle of 
sinuare

 ‘to bend.’





Sinuiju

 
/ˈSHinˈwēˈjo͞o/






a city and port in North Korea, on the Yalu River near its mouth on the Yellow Sea; pop. 383,200 (est. 2003).









sinuosity

 
/ˌsinyəˈwäsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to curve or bend easily and flexibly.




2.
 
a bend, especially in a stream or road.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
sinuosité

 or medieval Latin 
sinuositas

 , from 
sinuosus

 (see sinuous
 ).






sinuous

 
/ˈsinyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many curves and turns




•
 
the river follows a sinuous trail through the forest.










2.
 
lithe and supple




•
 
the sinuous grace of a cat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinuously

 
/ˈsinyo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
sinuousness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
sinueux

 or Latin 
sinuosus

 , from 
sinus

 ‘a bend.’






sinus

 
/ˈsīnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(often 
sinuses

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a cavity within a bone or other tissue, especially one in the bones of the face or skull connecting with the nasal cavities.




2.
 
an irregular venous or lymphatic cavity, reservoir, or dilated vessel.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 an infected tract leading from a deep-seated infection and discharging pus to the surface.




4.
 


[Botany]

 a rounded notch between two lobes on the margin of a leaf or petal.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting the sinoatrial node of the heart or its function as a pacemaker




•
 
sinus rhythm




•
 
sinus tachycardia.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the medical sense): from Latin, literally ‘a recess, bend, bay.’





sinusitis

 
/ˌsīnəˈsīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a nasal sinus.














sinusoid

 
/ˈsīnəˌsoid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curve having the form of a sine wave.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small irregularly shaped blood vessel found in certain organs, especially the liver.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sinusoidal

 
/ˌsīnəˈsoidl /






adjective













2.
 
sinusoidally

 
/ˌsīnəˈsoidəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
sinusoïde

 , from Latin 
sinus

 (see sinus
 ).





sinus venosus

 
/ˌsīnəs veˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the first chamber of the heart in fish, amphibians, and reptiles, emptying into the right atrium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘venous cavity.’





-sion





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
mansion

 , 
persuasion

 .











– origin

 from Latin participial stems ending in 
-s

 + -ion
 .





Siouan

 
/ˈso͞oən/





I.
 
noun




a family of North American Indian languages spoken by the Sioux and related peoples, including Crow, Dakota, Hidatsa, Lakota, Mandan, Omaha, and Yankton.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Siouan language family.














Sioux

 
/so͞o/





I.
 
noun




another term for the Dakota people or their language. See Dakota
 2
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sioux or their language.











– origin

 North American French, from 
Nadouessioux

 , from Ojibwa (Ottawa dialect) 
nātowēssiwak

 , by substitution of the French plural ending 
-x

 for the Ojibwa plural 
-ak

 .





Sioux City






a commercial and industrial city in northwestern Iowa, on the Missouri and Big Sioux rivers; pop. 82,807 (est. 2008).









Sioux Falls






the largest city in South Dakota, a commercial and industrial center in the southeastern part of the state, on the Big Sioux River; pop. 154,997 (est. 2008).









Sioux State






a nickname for the state of North Dakota
 .









sip

 
/sip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink (something) by taking small mouthfuls




•
 
I sat sipping coffee




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she sipped at her tea.














II.
 
noun




a small mouthful of liquid




•
 
she 
took a sip of

 the red wine.














III.
 
derivatives





sipper






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps a modification of sup
 1
 , as symbolic of a less vigorous action.





SIPC






abbreviation



1.
 
Securities Investor Protection Corporation.




2.
 
Simply Interactive Personal Computer.













sipe

 
/sīp/





I.
 
noun




a groove or channel in the tread of a tire to improve its grip.











– origin

 1950s: from dialect 
sipe

 ‘oozing, trickling,’ of unknown origin.





siphon

 
/ˈsīfən /

 
syphon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tube used to convey liquid upwards from a reservoir and then down to a lower level of its own accord. Once the liquid has been forced into the tube, typically by suction or immersion, flow continues unaided.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a tubular organ in an aquatic animal, especially a mollusk, through which water is drawn in or expelled.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw off or convey (liquid) by means of a siphon.




2.
 
draw off or transfer over a period of time, especially illegally or unfairly




•
 
he's been 
siphoning

 money 
off

 the firm.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
siphonage

 
/-nij /






noun













2.
 
siphonal

 
/-nəl /






adjective




(
 — 

[Zoology]















3.
 
siphonic

 
/sīˈfänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or via Latin from Greek 
siphōn

 ‘pipe.’ The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.





Siphonaptera

 
/ˌsīfəˈnaptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the fleas.




II.
 
derivatives





siphonapteran

 
/-rən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
siphōn

 ‘tube’ + 
apteros

 ‘wingless.’





Siphonophora

 
/ˌsīfəˈnäfərə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of colonial marine coelenterates that includes the Portuguese man-of-war, having a float or swimming bell for drifting or swimming on the open sea.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
siphōn

 ‘tube’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear.’





siphonophore

 
/ˈsīfənəˌfôr, sīˈfänə-/






noun






[Zoology]

 a colonial marine coelenterate of the order 
Siphonophora

 , such as a Portuguese man-of-war.













siphonostele

 
/ˈsīfənəˌstēl, sīˈfänəˌstēl/






noun






[Botany]

 a stele consisting of a core of pith surrounded by concentric layers of xylem and phloem.













siphuncle

 
/ˈsīˌfəNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in shelled cephalopods such as nautiloids and ammonoids) a calcareous tube containing living tissue running through all the shell chambers, serving to pump fluid out of vacant chambers in order to adjust buoyancy.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
siphunculus

 ‘small tube.’





Siphunculata

 
/sīˌfəNGkyəˈlädə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
another term for Anoplura
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
siphunculus

 ‘little pipe.’





sippet

 
/ˈsipit/





I.
 
noun




a small piece of bread or toast, used to dip into soup or sauce or as a garnish.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: apparently a diminutive of sop
 .





sippy cup






noun






(US)

 a small cup with a lid and a spout, for an infant or young child to drink from.













Sipuncula

 
/sīˈpəNGkyələ /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum that comprises the peanut worms.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sipunculan

 
/-lən /






noun, adjective













2.
 
sipunculid

 
/sīˈpəNGkyəlid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from 
Sipunculus

 (genus name), based on a variant of Latin 
siphunculus

 ‘small tube.’






sir

 
/sər /

 
Sir





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used as a polite or respectful way of addressing a man, especially one in a position of authority




•
 
excuse me, sir.










2.
 
used to address a man at the beginning of a formal or business letter




•
 
Dear Sir.










3.
 
(in Britain) used as a title before the given name of a knight or baronet.




4.
 
another expression for siree
 .











– origin

 Middle English: reduced form of sire
 .





Sir.






abbreviation




(in biblical references) Sirach (Apocrypha).














Siracusa

 
/ˌsēräˈko͞ozə/






Italian name for Syracuse
 (
sense

 1).









Sirdaryo

 
/sirˈdäryə, ˌsirdärˈyä/






a river in central Asia. Rising in two headstreams in the Tien Shan mountains in eastern Uzbekistan, it flows for about 1,380 miles (2,220 km) west and northwest through southern Kazakhstan to the Aral Sea.










sire

 
/ˈsī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the male parent of an animal, especially a stallion or bull kept for breeding.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a respectful form of address for someone of high social status, especially a king.




3.
 
a father or other male forebear.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be the male parent of (an animal).




2.
 


‹literary›

 (of a person) be the father of.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French, from an alteration of Latin 
senior

 (see senior
 ). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the early 16th cent.






siree

 
/səˌrē /

 
sirree





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis, especially after 
yes

 and 
no






•
 
he's not the type to treat young employees like mud, no siree.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from sir
 + the emphatic suffix 
-ee

 .






siren

 
/ˈsīrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device that makes a loud prolonged sound as a signal or warning




•
 
ambulance sirens.










2.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 each of a number of women or winged creatures whose singing lured unwary sailors onto rocks.




3.
 
a woman who is considered to be alluring or fascinating but also dangerous in some way.




4.
 
an eel-like American amphibian with tiny forelimbs, no hind limbs, small eyes, and external gills, typically living in muddy pools.

[Family 
Sirenidae

 : genera 
Siren

 and 
Pseudobranchus

 , and three species, including the 
greater siren

 (
S. lacertina

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting an imaginary type of snake): from Old French 
sirene

 , from late Latin 
Sirena

 , feminine of Latin 
Siren

 , from Greek 
Seirēn

 .





Sirenia

 
/sīˈrēnēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of large aquatic plant-eating mammals that includes the manatees and dugong. They live chiefly in tropical coastal waters and are distinguished by paddlelike forelimbs and a tail flipper replacing hind limbs.

[Order 
Sirenia

 : two families and four living species.]







– origin

 modern Latin (see siren
 ).





sirenian

 
/sīˈrēnēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a large aquatic plant-eating mammal of the order 
Sirenia

 , such as a manatee or dugong.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting sirenians.













Sirius

 
/ˈsirēəs /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the brightest star in the sky, south of the celestial equator in the constellation Canis Major. It is a binary star with a dim companion, which is a white dwarf.

Also called Dog Star
 .







– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
seirios astēr

 ‘scorching star,’ because it rose with the sun in the heat of summer. See dog days
 .





Sirleaf, Ellen Johnson

 
/ˈsərlēf/






(1938–), president of Liberia since 2006. She was the first woman to be elected head of state in an African nation. Nobel Peace Prize (2011), shared with activists 
Leymah Gbowee

 (1972–) of Liberia and 
Tawakel Karman

 (1979–) of Yemen.









sirloin

 
/ˈsərloin/





I.
 
noun




the choicer part of a loin of beef


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
fresh sirloin steaks.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French (see sur-
 1
 , loin
 ).





sirocco

 
/səˈräkō /

 
scirocco





I.
 
noun




a hot wind, often dusty or rainy, blowing from North Africa across the Mediterranean to southern Europe.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
scirocco

 , from Arabic 
šarḳ

 ‘east wind.’





sirrah

 
/ˈsirə/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 used as a term of address for a man or boy, especially one younger or of lower status than the speaker.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from sire
 , when still two syllables in Middle English, with the second syllable assimilated to ah
 .






sis

 
/sis/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's sister (often used as a form of address)




•
 
where are you going, sis?

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation.





SIS






abbreviation




(in the UK) Secret Intelligence Service.

See MI6
 .













sisal

 
/ˈsīsəl ˈsīzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Mexican agave with large fleshy leaves, cultivated for fiber production.

[
Agave sisalana

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fiber made from the sisal plant, used especially for ropes or matting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Sisal

 , the name of a port in Yucatán, Mexico.





siskin

 
/ˈsiskin/





I.
 
noun




a small songbird related to the goldfinch.

[Genus 
Carduelis

 (and 
Serinus

 ), family 
Fringillidae

 : several species, including the 
pine siskin

 (
C. pinus

 ) of North America, with dark-streaked plumage, notched tail, and touches of yellow on wings and tail.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
siseken

 , a diminutive related to German 
Zeisig

 , of Slavic origin.





Siskiyou Mountains

 
/ˌsiskēyo͞o ˈmount(ə)nz/






a forested range of the Klamath Mountains, in northwestern California and southwestern Oregon.









Sisley, Alfred

 
/sēˈslā, ˈsizlē/






(1839–99), French painter, of English descent. He is chiefly remembered for his impressionist paintings of the countryside around Paris in the 1870s.










sissy

 
/ˈsisē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a person regarded as effeminate or cowardly.








II.
 
adjective




feeble and cowardly.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sissified

 
/ˈsisəˌfīd /






adjective













2.
 
sissiness






noun













3.
 
sissyish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the sense ‘sister’): from sis
 + -y
 2
 .





sister

 
/ˈsistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman or girl in relation to other daughters and sons of her parents.




2.
 
a sister-in-law.




3.
 
a close female friend or associate, especially a female fellow member of a labor union or other organization.




4.
 
(often 
Sister

 )
 — a member of a religious order or congregation of women.




5.
 
a fellow woman seen in relation to feminist issues.




6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a black woman (chiefly used as a term of address by other black people).




7.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a thing, especially an organization, that bears a relationship to another of common origin or allegiance or mutual association




•
 
Eastern's sister airline, Continental




•
 
a sister ship.










8.
 
(often 
Sister

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a senior female nurse, typically in charge of a ward.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zuster

 and German 
Schwester

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
soror

 .





sister city






noun




a city that is linked to another, usually for the purposes of cultural exchange.













sisterhood

 
/ˈsistərˌho͝od/






noun



1.
 
the relationship between sisters.




2.
 
the feeling of kinship with and closeness to a group of women or all women.




3.
 
(often 
Sisterhood

 )
 — an association, society, or community of women linked by a common interest, religion, or trade.













sister-in-law

 
/ˈsistər ən ˌlô/






noun



1.
 
the sister of one's wife or husband.




2.
 
the wife of one's brother or brother-in-law.













sisterly

 
/ˈsistərlē/





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of or appropriate for a sister or sisters




•
 
sisterly affection




•
 
Lizzy and Jane shared a close sisterly bond




•
 
she gives Kristina sisterly advice.














II.
 
derivatives





sisterliness

 
/ˈsistərlēnəs /






noun





















Sister of Mercy






noun




a member of a Roman Catholic congregation of women founded for educational or charitable purposes, especially that founded in Dublin in 1827.













sister wife






noun




(in a polygamous society) any of the women married to the same man




•
 
her mother and her sister wives live in different homes.



















Sistine

 
/ˈsistēn/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to any of the popes called Sixtus, especially Sixtus IV.











– origin

 from Italian 
Sistino

 , from 
Sisto

 ‘Sixtus.’





Sistine Chapel

 
/ˈsiˌstēn ˈCHapəl/






a chapel in the Vatican, built in the late 15th century by Pope Sixtus IV, containing a painted ceiling and fresco of the Last Judgment by Michelangelo and also frescoes by Botticelli.









sistrum

 
/ˈsistrəm/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument of ancient Egypt consisting of a metal frame with transverse metal rods that rattled when the instrument was shaken.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
seistron

 , from 
seiein

 ‘to shake.’





Sisyphean

 
/ˌsisəˈfēən/





I.
 
adjective




(of a task) such that it can never be completed.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
Sisypheius

 (based on Greek 
Sisuphos

 : see Sisyphus
 ) + -an
 .






Sisyphus

 
/ˈsisəfəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Aeolus, punished in Hades for his misdeeds in life by being condemned to the eternal task of rolling a large stone to the top of a hill, from which it always rolled down again.










sit

 
/sit/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — adopt or be in a position in which one's weight is supported by one's buttocks rather than one's feet and one's back is upright




•
 
you'd better 
sit down






•
 
I sat next to him at dinner.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to sit




•
 


sit yourself down

 and I'll bring you some coffee.










3.
 
(of an animal) rest with the hind legs bent and the body close to the ground




•
 
it is important for a dog to sit when instructed.










4.
 
(of a bird) rest on a branch; perch.




5.
 
(of a bird) remain on its nest to incubate its egg


(as 
adj.

 
sitting

 )


•
 
a sitting hen.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ride or keep one's seat on (a horse).




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 not use (a player) in a game




•
 
the manager must decide who to sit in the World Series.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a table, room, or building) be large enough for (a specified number of seated people)




•
 
the cathedral sat about 3,000 people.










9.
 
(
sit for

 )
 — pose, typically in a seated position, for (an artist or photographer)




•
 
Walter Deverell asked her to sit for him.










10.
 
be or remain in a particular position or state




•
 
the fridge was sitting in a pool of water.










11.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — (of an item of clothing) fit a person well or badly as specified




•
 
the blue uniform sat well on his big frame.










12.
 
(
sit with

 )
 — be harmonious with




•
 
his shyness doesn't sit easily with Hollywood tradition.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a legislature, committee, court of law, etc.) be engaged in its business




•
 
Congress continued sitting until March 16.










14.
 
serve as a member of a council, jury, or other official body




•
 
they were determined that women jurists should 
sit on

 the tribunal.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 take (an examination)




•
 
pupils are required to sit nine subjects at GCSE




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was about to 
sit for

 his Cambridge entrance exam.










16.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — stay in someone's house while they are away and look after their house or pet




•
 
Kelly had been cat-sitting for me.










17.
 
babysit.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a period of sitting




•
 
a sit in the shade.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the way in which an item of clothing fits someone




•
 
the sit of her gown.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
sit at someone's feet






be someone's student or follower.









2.
 
sit in judgment






see judgment
 .









3.
 
sit on the fence






see fence
 .









4.
 
sit on one's ass








‹vulgar slang›

 do nothing; fail to take action.









5.
 
sit on one's hands






take no action.









6.
 
sit (heavy) on the stomach






(of food) take a long time to be digested.









7.
 
sit tight





a.
 


‹informal›

 remain firmly in one's place.




b.
 
refrain from taking action or changing one's mind




•
 
we're advising our clients to sit tight and neither to buy nor sell.















8.
 
sit up (and take notice)








‹informal›

 suddenly start paying attention or have one's interest aroused.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sit back





a.
 
relax




•
 
sit back and enjoy the music.










b.
 
take no action; choose not to become involved




•
 
I can't just sit back and let Betsy do all the work.















2.
 
sit by






take no action in order to prevent something undesirable from occurring




•
 
I'm not going to sit by and let an innocent man go to jail.















3.
 
sit down








‹archaic›

 encamp outside a city in order to besiege it




•
 
with a large force he 
sat down before

 Ravenna.















4.
 
sit in





a.
 
(of a group of people) occupy a place as a form of protest.




b.
 
attend a meeting or discussion without taking an active part in it




•
 
I 
sat in on

 a training session for therapists.















5.
 
sit in for






temporarily carry out the duties of (another person).









6.
 
sit on

 

‹informal›






a.
 
fail to deal with




•
 
she sat on the article until a deadline galvanized her into putting words to paper.










b.
 
subdue (someone), typically by saying something intended to discomfit or embarrass them.




c.
 
suppress (something)




•
 
tell them to sit on this story until we hear from Quinlan.















7.
 
sit something out





a.
 
not take part in a particular event or activity




•
 
he had to sit out the first playoff game.










b.
 
wait without moving or taking action until a particular unwelcome situation or process is over




•
 
most of the workers seem to be sitting the crisis out, waiting to see what will happen.















8.
 
sit through






stay until the end of (a tedious or lengthy meeting or performance).









9.
 
sit up (or sit someone up)





a.
 
move (or cause someone to move) from a lying or slouching to a sitting position




•
 
Amy sat up and rubbed her eyes




•
 
I'll sit you up on the pillows.










b.
 
refrain from going to bed until a later time than usual




•
 
we sat up late to watch a horror film.





















– origin

 Old English 
sittan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zitten

 , German 
sitzen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sedere

 and Greek 
hezesthai

 . / 
usage:

 For guidance on the differences between 
sit

 and 
set

 , see usage at set
 1
 .





Sita

 
/ˈsēdə/





I.
 
(in the Ramayana) the wife of Rama. She is the Hindu model of the ideal woman, an incarnation of Lakshmi.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Sītā

 , literally ‘furrow.’





sitar

 
/siˈtär/





I.
 
noun




a large, long-necked Indian lute with movable frets, played with a wire pick.








II.
 
derivatives





sitarist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 via Urdu from Persian 
sitār

 , from 
sih

 ‘three’ + 
tār

 ‘string.’





sitatunga

 
/ˌsidəˈto͝oNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a brown or grayish antelope with splayed hoofs and, in the male, spiral horns, inhabiting swampy areas in central and East Africa.

[
Tragelaphus spekii

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Kiswahili.





sitcom

 
/ˈsitˌkäm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a situation comedy.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





sit-down

 
/ˈsit ˌdoun/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a meal) eaten sitting at a table.




2.
 
(of a protest) in which demonstrators occupy their workplace or sit down on the ground in a public place, refusing to leave until their demands are met.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of sitting down; a short rest.




2.
 
a sit-down protest.













site

 
/sīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of ground on which a town, building, or monument is constructed




•
 
the proposed site of a hydroelectric dam.










2.
 
a place where a particular event or activity is occurring or has occurred




•
 
the site of the Battle of Antietam




•
 
materials for repairs are always 
on site

 .










3.
 
short for building site
 .




4.
 
a website




•
 
the site has no ads and is not being promoted with banners




•
 
some servers use cookies to track users from site to site.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be sited

 )


1.
 
fix or build (something) in a particular place




•
 
the rectory is sited behind the church




•
 (as 
noun

 
siting

 )
 
decisions concerning the siting of nuclear power plants.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Anglo-Norman French, or from Latin 
situs

 ‘local position.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





sit-in

 
/ˈsid ˌin/






noun




a form of protest in which demonstrators occupy a place, refusing to leave until their demands are met.













Sitka

 
/ˈsitkə/






a city in the panhandle of southwestern Alaska, on Baranof Island; pop. 8,889 (est. 2008).









Sitka spruce

 
/ˈsitkə spro͞os/





I.
 
noun




a fast-growing spruce tree of the northern Pacific coast of North America, widely cultivated in Britain for its strong lightweight timber.

[
Picea sitchensis

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Sitka

 , a town in Alaska.





sitrep

 
/ˈsitrep/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a report on the current military situation in a particular area.











– origin

 1940s: from 
sit(uation) rep(ort)

 .





Sittang

 
/ˌsiˈtaNG/






a river in southern Burma (Myanmar). Rising in the Pegu mountains, it flows about 350 miles (560 km) south into the Bay of Bengal at the Gulf of Martaban.









sitter

 
/ˈsidər/






noun



1.
 
a person who sits, especially for a portrait.




2.
 
a hen sitting on eggs.




3.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who looks after children, pets, or a house while the parents or owners are away




•
 
a house-sitter.










4.
 
a person who provides care and companionship for people who are ill.













sitting

 
/ˈsidiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous period of being seated, especially when engaged in a particular activity




•
 
the whole roast was eaten at one sitting.










2.
 
a period of time spent as a model for an artist or photographer.




3.
 
a scheduled period of time when a group of people are served a meal, especially in a restaurant




•
 
there will be two sittings for Christmas lunch.










4.
 
a period of time during which a committee or legislature is engaged in its normal business.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 a period of time when a court of law holds sessions.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
in a seated position.




2.
 
(of an animal or bird) not running or flying.




3.
 
(of an elected representative) current; present




•
 
the resignation of the sitting congressman.










4.
 
(of a hen or other bird) settled on eggs for the purpose of incubating them.













Sitting Bull






(
c.

 1831–90), Sioux chief; Sioux name 
Tatanka Iyotake

 . He led the Sioux in the fight to retain their lands; this resulted in the massacre of Lt. Col. Custer and his men at Little Bighorn. He was killed by reservation police during the Ghost Dance turmoil.









sitting duck

 
/ˌsidiNG ˈdək /

 
sitting target






noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing with no protection against an attack or other source of danger.













sitting room






noun




a room in a house or hotel in which people can sit down and relax.













sitting trot






noun




a style of riding in which a rider remains seated while a horse is trotting, rather than rising from the saddle on alternate strides.














situate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsiCHəˌwāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be situated

 )


1.
 
fix or build (something) in a certain place or position




•
 
the pilot light is usually situated at the front of the boiler




•
 (as 
adj.

 with 
submodifier

 
situated

 )
 
a conveniently situated hotel.










2.
 
put in context; describe the circumstances surrounding (something)




•
 
it is necessary to situate these ideas in the wider context of the economy.










3.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ] (
be situated

 )
 — be in a specified financial or marital position




•
 
Amy is now comfortably situated.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈsiCHo͝oət /



1.
 


[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 situated.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
situat-

 ‘placed,’ from the verb 
situare

 , from Latin 
situs

 ‘site.’





situation

 
/ˌsiCHəˈwāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of circumstances in which one finds oneself; a state of affairs




•
 
the situation between her and Jake had come to a head




•
 
the political situation in Russia.










2.
 
the location and surroundings of a place




•
 
the situation of the town is pleasant.










3.
 


‹formal›

 a position of employment; a job.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from French, or from medieval Latin 
situatio(n-)

 , from 
situare

 ‘to place’ (see situate
 ). Sense 1 dates from the early 18th cent.





situational

 
/ˌsiCHəˈwāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or dependent on a set of circumstances or state of affairs




•
 
team members need situational awareness to anticipate needs




•
 
their illnesses were largely situational.










2.
 
relating to the location and surroundings of a place




•
 
the situational aspect of homes.














II.
 
derivatives





situationally

 
/siCHo͞oˈāSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb





















situation comedy

 
/ˌsiCHəˈwāSHən ˈkämədē/






noun




a television or radio series in which the same set of characters are involved in various amusing situations.













situation ethics

 
situational ethics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine of flexibility in the application of moral laws according to circumstances.













situationism

 
/ˌsiCHo͞oˈāSHəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the theory that human behavior is determined by surrounding circumstances rather than by personal qualities.








II.
 
derivatives





situationist






noun, adjective





















sit-up

 
/ˈsid ˌəp/






noun




a physical exercise designed to strengthen the abdominal muscles, in which a person sits up from a supine position without using the arms for leverage.













sit-upon

 
/ˈsidəˌpän/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 a person's buttocks.













situs

 
/ˈsītəs, ˈsē-/






noun






[Law]

 
(chiefly US)

 the place to which, for purposes of legal jurisdiction or taxation, a property belongs.













situs inversus

 
/ˈsītəs inˈvərsəs, ˈsē-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an uncommon condition in which the heart and other organs of the body are transposed through the sagittal plane to lie on the opposite (left or right) side from the usual.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
situs inversus viscerum

 ‘inverted placing of the internal organs.’





Sitwell, Dame Edith

 
/ˈsitwəl, -ˌwel/






(1887–1964), English poet and critic; full name 
Edith Louisa Sitwell

 . Her early verse, with that of her brothers 
Osbert

 (1892–1969) and 
Sacheverell

 (1897–1988), marked a revolt against the prevailing Georgian style of the day.









sitz bath

 
/ˈsits ˌbaTH/





I.
 
noun




a bath in which only the buttocks and hips are immersed in water.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: partial translation of German 
Sitzbad

 , from 
sitzen

 ‘sit’ + 
Bad

 ‘bath.’





sitzfleisch

 
/ˈsitsˌflīSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person's buttocks.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 power to endure or to persevere in an activity; staying power.











– origin

 from German, from 
sitzen

 ‘sit’ + 
Fleisch

 ‘flesh.’





sitzkrieg

 
/ˈsitsˌkrēɡ/





I.
 
noun




a war, or a phase of a war, in which there is little or no active warfare.











– origin

 1940s: suggested by blitzkrieg
 , from German 
sitzen

 ‘sit.’





sitzmark

 
/ˈsitsˌmärk/





I.
 
noun




an impression made in the snow by a skier falling backward.











– origin

 1930s: from German 
sitzen

 ‘sit’ + the noun mark
 1
 .





Sivan

 
/ˈsēvən/





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the ninth month of the civil and third of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of May and June.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
sīwān

 .





Siwalik Hills

 
/siˌwälik ˈhilz/






a range of foothills in the southern Himalayas that extend from northeastern India across Nepal to Sikkim.









Siwash

 
/ˈsīwäSH, -wôSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 an American Indian of the northern Pacific coast.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 another term for Chinook Jargon
 .








II.
 
adjective






‹derogatory›

 of or relating to American Indians of the northern Pacific coast.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 camp without a tent.











– origin

 Chinook Jargon, from Canadian French 
sauvage

 ‘wild.’






six

 
/siks/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
vi

 , 
VI

 )
 — equivalent to the product of two and three; one more than five, or four less than ten; 6




•
 
she's lived here six months




•
 
six of the people arrested have been charged




•
 
a six-week tour.










2.
 
a group or unit of six people or things.




3.
 
six years old




•
 
a child of six.










4.
 
six o'clock




•
 
it's half past six.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by six.




6.
 
a playing card or domino with six pips.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at sixes and sevens






in a state of total confusion or disarray.









2.
 
knock (or hit) someone for six








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 utterly surprise or overcome someone.

[alluding to the highest-scoring hit in cricket.]









3.
 
six feet under








‹informal›

 dead and buried.









4.
 
six of one and half a dozen of the other






( 
six and two threes

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 used to convey that there is little real difference between two alternatives.















– origin

 Old English 
siex

 , 
six

 , 
syx

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zes

 and German 
sechs

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sex

 and Greek 
hex

 .





Six, Les






see Les Six
 .










Six Day War

 
/siks dā wô(ə)r/






a war, June 5–10, 1967, in which Israel occupied Sinai, the Old City of Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights and defeated an Egyptian, Jordanian, and Syrian alliance.

Arab name June War
 .









sixer

 
/ˈsiksər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(US)

 a six-pack.













sixfold

 
/ˈsiksfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
six times as great or as numerous




•
 
a sixfold increase in their overheads.










2.
 
having six parts or elements




•
 
a sixfold plan of action.














II.
 
adverb




by six times; to six times the number or amount




•
 
coal prices have risen sixfold.



















six-gun

 
/siks ɡən/






noun




another term for six-shooter
 .














Six Nations






plural noun

 — (
the Six Nations

 )


1.
 
the Five Nations of the original Iroquois confederacy after the Tuscarora joined them in 1722.














six-pack

 
/ˈsiks ˌpak/






noun



1.
 
a pack of six cans of beer or soft drinks typically held together with a plastic fastener.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a set of well-developed abdominal muscles


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
six-pack abs.



















sixpence

 
/ˈsiksˌpəns ˈsiksˌpens/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a coin worth six old pence, withdrawn in 1980.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 the sum of six pence, especially before decimalization (1971).













sixpenny

 
/ˈsiksˌpenē ˈsiksp(ə)nē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 costing or worth six pence, especially before decimalization (1971).














six-shooter






noun




a revolver with six chambers.













Six Sigma





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the US)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a set of management techniques intended to improve business processes by greatly reducing the probability that an error or defect will occur




•
 
the company has long used Six Sigma to analyze its manufacturing processes




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Six Sigma standards.

















– origin

 1980s: from the statistical term for six standard deviations (see sigma
 ), a key measure for this method of quality control.





sixte

 
/sikst/





I.
 
noun






[Fencing]

 the sixth of eight standard parrying positions.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from Latin 
sextus

 ‘sixth.’





sixteen

 
/sikˈstēn ˈsikˌstēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xvi

 , 
XVI

 )
 — equivalent to the product of four and four; one more than fifteen, or six more than ten; 16




•
 
sixteen miles east of Detroit




•
 
sixteen of our eighteen patients.










2.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by sixteen.




3.
 
sixteen years old




•
 
a daughter of sixteen.

















– origin

 Old English 
siextīene

 (see six
 , -teen
 ).





sixteenmo

 
/ˌsiksˈtēnmō/






noun




another term for sextodecimo
 .













sixteenth

 
/ˌsikˈstēnTH ˈsikˌstēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number sixteen in a sequence; 16th




•
 
the late sixteenth century.










2.
 
each of sixteen equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
three sixteenths of an inch.



















sixteenth note

 
/ˌsikˈstēnTH nōt/






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a note having the time value of a sixteenth of a whole note or half an eighth note, represented by a large dot with a two-hooked stem.

Also called semiquaver
 .













sixth

 
/siksTH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number six in a sequence; 6th




•
 
her sixth novel




•
 
the sixth of the month




•
 
to the original five categories we add a sixth.










2.
 
(
a sixth/one sixth

 )
 — each of six equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
a sixth of the total population.










3.
 
the sixth finisher or position in a race or other competition




•
 
he could only finish sixth.










4.
 
sixthly (used to introduce a sixth point or reason)




•
 
sixth, given all the facts there is no logical reason why we can't make a decision.










5.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning six consecutive notes in a diatonic major or minor scale, e.g., C to A (
major sixth

 ) or A to F (
minor sixth

 ).




6.
 


[Music]

 the note which is higher by a sixth than the tonic of a scale or root of a chord.








II.
 
derivatives





sixthly

 
/ˈsiksTHlē /






adverb





















sixth sense

 
/siksTH sens/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a supposed intuitive faculty giving awareness not explicable in terms of normal perception




•
 
some sixth sense told him he was not alone.



















sixty

 
/ˈsikstē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
lx

 , 
LX

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of six and ten; ten more than fifty; 60




•
 
a crew of sixty




•
 
sixty bedrooms




•
 
sixty percent of the children.










2.
 
(
sixties

 )
 — the numbers from sixty to sixty-nine, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
Morris was in his early sixties




•
 
the flower children of the sixties.










3.
 
sixty miles an hour




•
 
they were doing sixty.










4.
 
sixty years old




•
 
he retired at sixty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sixtieth

 
/ˈsikstēiTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
sixtyfold

 
/-ˈfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
siextig

 (see six
 , -ty
 2
 ).





sixty-fourmo

 
/ˌsikstēˈfôrmō/






noun



1.
 
a size of book in which each leaf is one sixty-fourth the size of a printing sheet.




2.
 
a book of sixty-fourmo size.













sixty-fourth note

 
/ˈsikstē fôrTH nōt/






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a note with the time value of half a thirty-second note, represented by a large dot with a four-flagged stem.













sixty-four thousand dollar question





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 something that is not known and on which a great deal depends.











– origin

 1950s: from a question posed for the top prize in a television quiz show of the same name.






sixty-nine

 
/ˌsikstēˈnīn/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 sexual activity between two people involving mutual oral stimulation of their genitals.











– origin

 from the position of the couple.





sizable

 
/ˈsīzəb(ə)l /

 
sizeable





I.
 
adjective




fairly large




•
 
a sizable proportion of the population




•
 
a sizable apartment.














II.
 
derivatives





sizably

 
/ˈsīzəblē /






adverb





















sizar

 
/ˈsīzər/





I.
 
noun




an undergraduate at Cambridge University or at Trinity College, Dublin, receiving financial help from the college and formerly having certain menial duties.








II.
 
derivatives





sizarship

 
/ˈsīzərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
size

 ‘ration of bread, beer, etc’ + -ar
 3
 .






size1


 
/sīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the relative extent of something; a thing's overall dimensions or magnitude; how big something is




•
 
the schools varied 
in size






•
 
a forest 
the size of

 Connecticut




•
 
houses of all sizes.










2.
 
extensive dimensions or magnitude




•
 
she seemed slightly awed by the size of the building.










3.
 
each of the classes, typically numbered, into which garments or other articles are divided according to how large they are




•
 
I can never find anything in my size.










4.
 
a person or garment corresponding to a particular numbered size




•
 
she's a size 10.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alter or sort in terms of size or according to size




•
 
some drills are sized in millimeters.










2.
 
(
size something up

 )
 — estimate or measure something's dimensions




•
 
she was trying to size up a room with a tape measure.










3.
 
(
size someone/something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 form an estimate or rough judgment of someone or something




•
 
the two men sized each other up.














III.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a specified size; sized




•
 
marble-size chunks of hail.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
of a size






(of two or more people or things) having the same dimensions.









2.
 
of some size






fairly large.









3.
 
that's about the size of it








‹informal›

 said to confirm someone's assessment of a situation, especially of one regarded as bad.









4.
 
to size






to the dimensions wanted




•
 
the PVC sheet is easily 
cut to size

 .


















V.
 
derivatives





sizer

 
/ˈsīzər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘assize, ordinance fixing a rate of payment’): from Old French 
sise

 , from 
assise

 ‘ordinance,’ or a shortening of assize
 .






size2


 
/sīz/





I.
 
noun




a gelatinous solution used in gilding paper, stiffening textiles, and preparing plastered walls for decoration.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with size to glaze or stiffen.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps the same word as size
 1
 .





sized

 
/sīzd/






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 or with 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
having a specified size




•
 
a grapefruit-sized lump




•
 
comfortably sized rooms.



















sizeism

 
/ˈsīzˌizəm /

 
sizism





I.
 
noun




prejudice or discrimination on the grounds of a person's size




•
 
requiring large passengers to buy two seats is pure sizeism.














II.
 
derivatives





sizeist

 
sizist






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from 
size

 + 
-ism

 ‘basis for prejudice.’





size zero






noun




a very small size of women's clothing.














sizzle

 
/ˈsizəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of food) make a hissing sound when frying or cooking




•
 
the bacon began to sizzle in the pan.










2.
 


‹informal›

 be very hot




•
 
we sizzled in blazing sunshine this week.










3.
 


‹informal›

 be very exciting or passionate, especially sexually




•
 
they simply sizzle as their affair develops.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a hissing sound, as of food frying or cooking




•
 
the sizzle of hot dogs.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a state or quality of great excitement or passion




•
 
a dance routine with lots of sizzle.














III.
 
derivatives





sizzler

 
/ˈsiz(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





sizzling

 
/ˈsizliNG/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 very hot




•
 
the sizzling summer temperatures.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very exciting or passionate, especially sexually




•
 
that was the start of a sizzling affair.



















sizzurp

 
/siˈzərp/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an intoxicating beverage made by adding cough syrup containing codeine and promethazine to a carbonated soft drink, consumed as a recreational drug




•
 
his ‘fondness’ for sizzurp was really an addiction to codeine.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: probably an alteration of syrup
 .





SJ






abbreviation




Society of Jesus.














Sjælland

 
/ˈSHelän/






Danish name for Zealand
 .









sjambok

 
/SHamˈbäk ˈSHamˌbäk ˈSHambək/





I.
 
noun




(in South Africa) a long, stiff whip, originally made of rhinoceros hide.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flog with a sjambok.











– origin

 from South African Dutch 
tjambok

 , via Malay from Urdu 
chābuk

 .





SJC






abbreviation




(in the US) Supreme Judicial Court.













SJD





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Juridical Science.











– origin

 Latin 
Scientiae Juridicae Doctor

 .





Sjögren's syndrome

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡrənz ˌsindrōm /

 
Sjögren's disease





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic autoimmune condition characterized by degeneration of the salivary and lachrymal glands, causing dryness of the mouth and eyes.











– origin

 1930s: named after Henrik S. C. 
Sjögren

 (1899–1986), Swedish physician.





SJW






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 short for social justice warrior
 :




•
 
there will be an uproar from SJWs.



















SK






abbreviation




Saskatchewan (in official postal use).













sk.






abbreviation




sack.














ska

 
/skä/





I.
 
noun




a style of fast popular music having a strong offbeat and originating in Jamaica in the 1960s, a forerunner of reggae.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.






skag1


 
/skaɡ /

 
scag





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 heroin.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an unattractive woman.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (in sense ‘cigarette’): of unknown origin.





skag2


 
/skaɡ/






noun




variant spelling of skeg
 .













Skagerrak

 
/ˈskaɡəˌrak, ˈskäɡəˌräk/





(
the Skagerrak

 )


1.
 
a strait that separates southern Norway from the northwest coast of Denmark.













Skagway

 
/ˈskaɡwā/






a city in southwestern Alaska, in the panhandle; pop. 862 (est. 2000). A cruise ship port, it was a gateway to the 1897–98 Klondike gold rush.










skald

 
/skôld, skäld /

 
scald





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in ancient Scandinavia) a composer and reciter of poems honoring heroes and their deeds.








II.
 
derivatives





skaldic

 
/-ik /






adjective



















– origin

 from Old Norse 
skáld

 , of unknown origin.





Skanda

 
/ˈskandə /

 

‹Hinduism›







the Hindu war god, first son of Shiva and Parvati and brother of Ganesha. He is depicted as a boy or youth, sometimes with six heads and often with his mount, a peacock.









skank

 
/skaNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a sleazy or unpleasant person.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a promiscuous woman




•
 
the office skank.










3.
 
a steady-paced dance performed to reggae music, characterized by rhythmically bending forward, raising the knees, and extending the hands palms-downward.




4.
 
reggae music suitable for dancing the skank to.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — swindle or deceive




•
 
they made a tidy sum skanking the tourists.










2.
 
obtain by deception or theft




•
 
I skanked the poster off some wall.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
skanking

 )
 — play reggae music or dance the skank.











– origin

 1970s: of unknown origin.





skanky

 
/ˌskaNGkē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (especially of a person) dirty and unpleasant




•
 
the skanky folk who populate L.A.'s film scene.



















skarn

 
/skärn/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 lime-bearing siliceous rock produced by the metamorphic alteration of limestone or dolomite.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Swedish, literally ‘dung, filth.’





skat

 
/skat/





I.
 
noun




a three-handed trick-taking card game with bidding, played with 32 cards.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from Italian 
scarto

 ‘a discard,’ from 
scartare

 ‘discard.’






skate1


 
/skāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ice skate or roller skate.




2.
 
a device, typically with wheels on the underside, used to move a heavy or unwieldy object.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move on ice skates or roller skates in a gliding fashion




•
 
the boys were skating on the ice.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (a specified figure) on skates




•
 
figure eights skated entirely on one foot.










3.
 
ride on a skateboard.




4.
 
(
skate over/around

 )
 — pass over or refer only fleetingly to (a subject or problem)




•
 
she seemed to skate over the next part of her story.










5.
 
(
skate through

 )
 — make quick and easy progress through




•
 
he admits he had expected to skate through the system.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally as the plural 
scates

 ): from Dutch 
schaats

 (singular but interpreted as plural), from Old French 
eschasse

 ‘stilt.’





skate2


 
/skāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a typically large marine fish of the ray family with a cartilaginous skeleton and a flattened diamond-shaped body.

[Family 
Rajidae

 : numerous species, in particular the commercially valuable 
Raja batis

 .]




2.
 
the flesh of a skate or thornback used as food.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
skata

 .






skateboard

 
/ˈskātbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a short narrow board with two small wheels fixed to the bottom of either end, on which (as a recreation or sport) a person can ride in a standing or crouching position, propelling themselves by occasionally pushing one foot against the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride on a skateboard




•
 
he was skateboarding along the side of the road with another teenage boy.



















skateboarder

 
/ˈskātˌbôrdər/






noun




a person who rides on a skateboard




•
 
young skateboarders demonstrated a series of daring tricks.




















skateboarding

 
/ˈskātˌbôrdiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of riding on a skateboard




•
 
one of the things I love about skateboarding is the freedom to ride whenever I want




•
 
her guests shared her passion for board sports like surfing, skateboarding, and snowboarding




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a new skateboarding park.



















skatepark

 
/ˈskātˌpärk/






noun




an area designated and equipped for skateboarding.













skater

 
/ˈskādər/






noun




a person who skates, especially on ice




•
 
he was working as a professional skater at ice shows.



















skater dress





I.
 
noun




a short dress with a fitted waist and a skirt that flares into an A-line shape




•
 
Lizzie looked stylish in a cream skater dress.

















– origin

 1990s: from the resemblance to a characteristic style of dress worn by female figure skaters.






skate skiing





I.
 
noun




a style of cross-country skiing in which the skis are pointed outward and the skier alternately pushes off one and glides on the other in a motion similar to ice skating




•
 
in many areas skate skiing has overtaken classic skiing in popularity, but the learning curve is steep.







Compare with classic skiing
 .








II.
 
derivatives





skate skier






noun





















skating

 
/ˈskādiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or activity of gliding on ice skates or roller skates as a sport or pastime




•
 
hockey is a great live sport because of the speed and grace of skating.










2.
 
another term for skateboarding
 :




•
 
we did some skating in the city and also headed to the skateparks.










3.
 
another term for skate skiing
 :




•
 
it's a little easier to learn skating once classic skiing techniques are firmly in hand.



















skating rink

 
/skādiNG riNGk/






noun




an expanse of ice artificially made for skating, or a floor used for roller skating.













skean dhu

 
/ˌskē(ə)n ˈT͟Ho͞o, ˈdo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a dagger worn in the stocking as part of Highland dress.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
sgian

 ‘knife’ + Scottish Gaelic 
dubh

 ‘black.’





sked

 
/sked /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›







noun, verb




short for schedule
 .














skedaddle

 
/skəˈdadl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 depart quickly or hurriedly; run away




•
 
when he saw us, he skedaddled.














II.
 
noun




a hurried departure or flight.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





skeet

 
/skēt /

 
skeet shooting





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shooting sport in which a clay target is thrown from a trap to simulate the flight of a bird.








II.
 
derivatives





skeet shooter






noun



















– origin

 1920s: apparently a pseudoarchaic alteration of the verb shoot
 .





skeeter

 
/ˈskēdər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 a mosquito.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: shortened form, representing a casual pronunciation.





skeevy

 
/ˈskēvē/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 unpleasant, squalid, or distasteful




•
 
a skeevy Vegas motel.

















– origin

 1970s: from Italian 
schifo

 ‘repugnance, disgust.’






skeg

 
/skeɡ /

 
skag





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tapering or projecting stern section of a vessel's keel, which protects the propeller and supports the rudder.




2.
 
a fin underneath the rear of a surfboard.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Old Norse 
skegg

 ‘beard,’ perhaps from Dutch 
scheg

 .





skein

 
/skān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of thread or yarn, loosely coiled and knotted.




2.
 
a tangled or complicated arrangement, state, or situation




•
 


the skeins of

 her long hair




•
 


‹figurative›

 
a skein of

 lies.










3.
 
a flock of wild geese or swans in flight, typically in a V-shaped formation.











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
escaigne

 , of unknown origin.





skeletal

 
/ˈskelədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or functioning as a skeleton




•
 
the skeletal remains of aquatic organisms.










2.
 
very thin; emaciated




•
 
a small, skeletal boy clothed in rags.










3.
 
existing only in outline or as a framework of something




•
 
a skeletal plot for a novel




•
 
the skeletal leaves of long-faded roses.














II.
 
derivatives





skeletally






adverb





















skeletal muscle






noun



1.
 
a muscle that is connected to the skeleton to form part of the mechanical system that moves the limbs and other parts of the body.




2.
 
another term for striated muscle
 .













skeleton

 
/ˈskelətn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an internal or external framework of bone, cartilage, or other rigid material supporting or containing the body of an animal or plant.




2.
 
used in exaggerated reference to a very thin or emaciated person or animal




•
 
she was no more than a skeleton at the end.










3.
 
the remaining part of something after its life or usefulness is gone




•
 
the chapel was stripped to a skeleton of its former self.










4.
 
the supporting framework, basic structure, or essential part of something




•
 
the concrete skeleton of an unfinished building




•
 
the skeleton of a report.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the essential or minimum number of people, things, or parts necessary for something




•
 
there was only a skeleton staff on duty.










6.
 
(also 
skeleton sled

 )
 — a small sled for one person, ridden head first while lying in a prone position




•
 
the skeleton's runners make a terrifying rumbling sound as they slide down the ice




•
 
she can hit 70+ mph on her skeleton sled.










7.
 
a sport in which a competitor races down a frozen track on a skeleton sled




•
 
the former heptathlete took up skeleton in 2010




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the Canadian men's skeleton team.














II.
 
phrases





skeleton in the closet






a discreditable or embarrassing fact that someone wishes to keep secret.












III.
 
derivatives





skeletonize

 
/ˈskelətnˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, neuter of 
skeletos

 ‘dried up,’ from 
skellein

 ‘dry up.’





Skeleton Coast






an arid coastal area in Namibia. Comprised of the northern part of the Namib desert, it extends from Walvis Bay in the south to the border with Angola.









skeleton key

 
/ˈskelətn kē/






noun




a key designed to fit many locks by having the interior of the bit hollowed.













skell

 
/skel/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (in New York) a tramp or homeless person.











– origin

 1950s: perhaps a shortening of 
skeleton

 .





Skelton, Red

 
/ˈskeltn/






(1913–97), US comedian; born 
Richard Bernard Skelton

 . A stage, circus, and movie performer, he starred in the television series 
The Red Skelton Show

 (1951–71) and brought to life characters such as Clem Kadiddlehopper, Freddie the Freeloader, and Mean Widdle Kid.









skep

 
/skep/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a straw or wicker beehive.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a wooden or wicker basket.











– origin

 late Old English 
sceppe

 ‘basket,’ from Old Norse 
skeppa

 ‘basket, bushel.’





skeptic

 
/ˈskeptik /

 


‹Brit.›

 sceptic





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person inclined to question or doubt all accepted opinions.




2.
 
a person who doubts the truth of Christianity and other religions; an atheist or agnostic.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 an ancient or modern philosopher who denies the possibility of knowledge, or even rational belief, in some sphere.

The leading ancient skeptic was Pyrrho, whose followers at the Academy vigorously opposed Stoicism. Modern skeptics have held diverse views: the most extreme have doubted whether any knowledge at all of the external world is possible (see solipsism
 ), while others have questioned the existence of objects beyond our experience of them.








II.
 
adjective




another term for skeptical
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from French 
sceptique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
skeptikos

 , from 
skepsis

 ‘inquiry, doubt.’






skeptical

 
/ˈskeptək(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 sceptical





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not easily convinced; having doubts or reservations




•
 
the public were deeply skeptical about some of the proposals.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 relating to the theory that certain knowledge is impossible.








II.
 
derivatives





skeptically

 
/ˈskeptək(ə)lē /

 


‹Brit.›

 sceptically






adverb





















skepticism

 
/ˈskeptəˌsizəm /

 


‹Brit.›

 scepticism






noun



1.
 
a skeptical attitude; doubt as to the truth of something




•
 
these claims were treated with skepticism.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the theory that certain knowledge is impossible.














skerry

 
/ˈskerē/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 a reef or rocky island.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: Orkney dialect, from Old Norse 
sker

 . Compare with scar
 .





sketch

 
/skeCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough or unfinished drawing or painting, often made to assist in making a more finished picture




•
 
a charcoal sketch.










2.
 
a brief written or spoken account or description of someone or something, giving only basic details




•
 
a biographical sketch of Ernest Hemingway.










3.
 
a rough or unfinished version of any creative work.




4.
 
a short humorous play or performance, consisting typically of one scene in a comedy program.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a comical or amusing person or thing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a rough drawing of




•
 
as they talked, Modigliani began to sketch her




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Jeanne sketched and painted whenever she had the time.










2.
 
give a brief account or general outline of




•
 
they 
sketched out

 the prosecution case.










3.
 
perform (a gesture) with one's hands or body




•
 
he sketched a graceful bow in her direction.














III.
 
derivatives





sketcher

 
/ˈskeCHər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
schets

 or German 
Skizze

 , from Italian 
schizzo

 , from 
schizzare

 ‘make a sketch,’ based on Greek 
skhedios

 ‘done extempore.’





sketchbook

 
/ˈskeCHˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a pad or book of drawing paper for sketching on.




2.
 
a book of drawings or literary sketches.













sketchy

 
/ˈskeCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not thorough or detailed




•
 
the information they had was sketchy.










2.
 
(of a picture) resembling a sketch; consisting of outline without much detail.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dishonest or disreputable




•
 
once the story does come out, the fact that you tried to hide it will seem sketchy




•
 
a sketchy neighborhood.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sketchily

 
/ˈskeCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sketchiness

 
/ˈskeCHēnəs /






noun





















skeuomorph

 
/ˈskyo͞oōˌmôrf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object or feature that imitates the design of a similar artifact made from another material




•
 
the pottery box with a square lid is a skeuomorph of a twilled basketry container.










2.
 


[Computing]

 an element of a graphical user interface that mimics a physical object




•
 
note-taking apps offer skeuomorphs of yellow legal pads, squared paper, ring binders, etc.




•
 
when you first load up the app, you'll be presented with a skeuomorph of a photo album.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skeuomorphic

 
/ˌskyo͞oəˈmôrfik /






adjective













2.
 
skeuomorphism

 
/ˌskyo͞oəˈmôrˌfizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
skeuos

 ‘container, implement’ + 
morphē

 ‘form.’






skew

 
/skyo͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
neither parallel nor at right angles to a specified or implied line; askew; crooked




•
 
his hat looked slightly skew




•
 
a skew angle.










2.
 


[Statistics]

 (of a statistical distribution) not symmetrical.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a pair of lines) neither parallel nor intersecting.




4.
 
(of a curve) not lying in a plane.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an oblique angle; a slant.




2.
 
a bias toward one particular group or subject




•
 
the paper had a working-class skew.










3.
 


[Statistics]

 the state of not being symmetrical.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
suddenly change direction or position




•
 
the car had skewed across the track.










2.
 
twist or turn or cause to do this




•
 
he skewed around in his saddle




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his leg was skewed in and pushed against the other one.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make biased or distorted in a way that is regarded as inaccurate, unfair, or misleading




•
 
the curriculum is skewed toward the practical subjects.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Statistics]

 cause (a distribution) to be asymmetrical.








IV.
 
derivatives





skewness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘move obliquely’): shortening of Old Northern French 
eskiuwer

 , variant of Old French 
eschiver

 ‘eschew.’ The adjective and noun (early 17th cent.) are from the verb.





skew arch

 
/skyo͞o ärCH /

 
skew bridge






noun




an arch (or bridge) with the line of the arch not at right angles to the abutment.













skewback

 
/ˈskyo͞oˌbak/






noun




the sloping face of the abutment on which an extremity of an arch rests.













skewbald

 
/ˈskyo͞obôld/





I.
 
adjective




(of an animal) with irregular patches of white and another color (properly not black).

Compare with piebald
 .








II.
 
noun




a skewbald animal, especially a horse.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from obsolete 
skewed

 ‘skewbald’ (of uncertain origin), on the pattern of 
piebald

 .





skewer

 
/ˈskyo͞oər/





I.
 
noun




a long piece of wood or metal used for holding pieces of food, typically meat, together during cooking.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten together or pierce with a pin or skewer


(as 
adj.

 
skewered

 )


•
 
skewered meat and fish.










2.
 


‹informal›

 criticize (someone) sharply.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





skew-symmetric

 
/ˌskyo͞osəˈmetrik/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 (of a matrix) having all the elements of the principal diagonal equal to zero, and each of the remaining elements equal to the negative of the element in the corresponding position on the other side of the diagonal.














ski

 
/skē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of long narrow pieces of hard flexible material, typically pointed and turned up at the front, fastened under the feet for gliding over snow.




2.
 
a device similar to a ski attached beneath a vehicle or aircraft.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of, relating to, or used for skiing




•
 
a ski instructor




•
 
ski boots.










4.
 
another term for waterski
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel over snow on skis; take part in the sport or recreation of skiing




•
 
they skied down the mountain.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ski on (a particular ski run or type of snow)




•
 
spring snow is not always easy to ski.














III.
 
derivatives





skiable






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Norwegian, from Old Norse 
skíth

 ‘stick of wood, snowshoe.’





skiagraphy

 
/skīˈäɡrəfē /

 
sciagraphy





I.
 
noun




the use of shading and the projection of shadows to show perspective in architectural or technical drawing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skiagram

 
/ˈskīəˌɡram /






noun













2.
 
skiagraph

 
/ˈskīəˌɡraf /






noun, verb













3.
 
skiagraphic

 
/ˌskīəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
sciagraphie

 , via Latin from Greek 
skiagraphia

 , from 
skia

 ‘shadow.’





Skiathos

 
/ˈskīəˌTHäs, ˈskēəˌTHôs/






a Greek island in the Aegean Sea, part of the Northern Sporades group. Greek name 
Skíathos

 .









ski-bob

 
/ˈskēbäb/





I.
 
noun




a device resembling a bicycle with skis instead of wheels, used for sliding down snow-covered slopes.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride a ski-bob.








III.
 
derivatives





ski-bobber






noun





















ski cross





I.
 
noun




a downhill skiing contest for four to six competitors on a winding, undulating course that includes jumps




•
 
the Winter Olympics introduced the nation to the thrills of ski cross.

















– origin

 1990s: from ski
 + 
-cross

 (as in motocross
 ).





skid

 
/skid/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle) slide, typically sideways or obliquely, on slippery ground or as a result of stopping or turning too quickly




•
 
the taxicab skidded to a halt.










2.
 
slip; slide




•
 
Barbara's foot skidded, and she fell to the floor.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to skid




•
 
he skidded his car.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 move a heavy object on skids




•
 
they skidded the logs down the hill to the waterfront.










5.
 
decline; deteriorate




•
 
its shares have skidded 29% since March.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten a skid to (a wheel) as a brake.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of skidding or sliding




•
 
the Volvo went into a skid.










2.
 
a runner attached to the underside of an aircraft for use when landing on snow or grass.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 each of a set of wooden rollers used for moving a log or other heavy object.




4.
 
a braking device consisting of a wooden or metal shoe preventing a wheel from revolving.




5.
 
a beam or plank used to support a ship under construction or repair.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hit the skids








‹informal›

 begin a rapid decline or deterioration.









2.
 
on the skids








‹informal›

 (of a person or their career) in a bad state; failing.









3.
 
put the skids under








‹informal›

 hasten the decline or failure of.















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun in the sense ‘supporting beam’): perhaps related to Old Norse 
skíth

 (see ski
 ).





skiddoo

 
/skəˈdo͞o /

 
skidoo





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 leave somewhere quickly.








II.
 
phrases





twenty-three skiddoo






a hasty departure.

[the origin of 
twenty-three

 is unknown.]















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps from skedaddle
 . The term is said to have been used originally in reference to male onlookers chased by police from the Flatiron Building, 23rd Street, New York, where the skirts of female passersby were raised by winds intensified by the building's design.





skid mark






noun



1.
 
a long black mark left on a road surface by the tires of a skidding vehicle.




2.
 
a fecal stain on the inside of a person's underpants.













Skidoo

 
/skəˈdo͞o /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›


 
Ski-Doo





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a snowmobile.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ride on a Skidoo.




•
 
the winter months pass rapidly as one is engrossed with cross-country skiing, ice-fishing, or Skidooing.



















skidpad

 
/ˈskidpad/






noun




a road surface used for testing the ability of automobiles to withstand lateral acceleration.














skid road

 
/skid rōd/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a road along which logs are hauled.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 a part of a town frequented by loggers.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for skid row
 .














skid row

 
/ˌskid ˈrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a run-down part of a town frequented by vagrants, alcoholics, and drug addicts.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a desperately unfortunate or difficult situation




•
 
I don't want to end up 
on skid row

 .

















– origin

 1930s: alteration of skid road
 .





skier

 
/ˈskēər/






noun




a person who skis.













skiff

 
/skif/





I.
 
noun




a shallow, flat-bottomed open boat with sharp bow and square stern.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
esquif

 , from Italian 
schifo

 , of Germanic origin; related to ship
 1
 .





skiffle

 
/ˈskifəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 (in the US) a style of 1920s and 1930s jazz deriving from blues, ragtime, and folk music, using both improvised and conventional instruments.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a kind of folk music with a blues or jazz flavor that was popular in the 1950s, played by a small group and often incorporating improvised instruments such as washboards.











– origin

 1920s: perhaps imitative.





ski-flying

 
/ˈskēflīiNG/






noun




a form of ski jumping incorporating aerodynamic principles to lengthen the jump.













skiing

 
/ˈskēiNG/






noun




the action of traveling over snow on skis, especially as a sport or recreation. Competitive skiing falls into two categories: 
Nordic

 (cross-country racing, jumping, and biathlon) and 
Alpine

 (downhill or straight racing, and slalom racing around a series of markers).













skijoring

 
/ˌskēˈjôriNG, ˈskēˌjôriNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of being pulled over snow or ice on skis by a horse or dog or a motor vehicle, as a sport or recreation activity.








II.
 
derivatives





skijorer

 
/-rər /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Norwegian 
skikjøring

 , from 
ski

 ‘ski’ + 
kjøre

 ‘drive.’





ski jump

 
/ˈskē ˌjəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a steep slope leveling off before a drop to a lower slope, used in Nordic skiing to perform jumps.




2.
 
a leap made from a ski jump.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ski jumper

 
/ˈskē ˌjəmpər /






noun













2.
 
ski jumping

 
/ˈskē ˌjəmpiNG /






noun





















ski lift

 
/ˈskē ˌlift/






noun




a system used to transport skiers up a slope to the top of a run, typically consisting of moving seats attached to an overhead cable.













skill

 
/skil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to do something well; expertise




•
 
difficult work, taking great skill.










2.
 
a particular ability




•
 
the basic skills of cooking.














II.
 
derivatives





skill-less






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Old English 
scele

 ‘knowledge,’ from Old Norse 
skil

 ‘discernment, knowledge.’





skilled

 
/skild/






adjective



1.
 
having or showing the knowledge, ability, or training to perform a certain activity or task well




•
 
a lab technician 
skilled in

 electronics




•
 
skilled draftsmen.










2.
 
based on knowledge or experience; showing expertise




•
 
skilled legal advice.










3.
 
(of work) requiring special abilities or training




•
 
a highly skilled job.



















skillet

 
/ˈskilit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a frying pan.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small metal cooking pot with a long handle, typically having legs.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
escuelete

 , diminutive of 
escuele

 ‘platter,’ from late Latin 
scutella

 .





skillful

 
/ˈskilfəl /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 skilful





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 having or showing skill




•
 
a skillful infielder




•
 
his skillful use of propaganda.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skillfully

 
/ˈskilfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
skillfulness

 
/ˈskilfəlnəs /






noun





















skillfully

 
/ˈskilfəlē /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 skilfully






adverb




with skill or dexterity; cleverly




•
 
a skillfully crafted thriller




•
 
skillfully carved marble handicrafts




•
 
they skillfully evaded the question.



















skill mix

 
skills mix






noun




the range of types and levels of ability of a workforce or individual




•
 
organizations need to update the skill mix in both their marketing and IT operations




•
 
the required skills mix for prospective surgeons.



















skill set






noun




a person's range of skills or abilities.













skim

 
/skim/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove (a substance) from the surface of a liquid




•
 
as the scum rises, 
skim

 it 
off

 .










2.
 
remove a substance from the surface of (a liquid)




•
 
bring to the boil, then skim it to remove any foam.










3.
 


‹informal›

 steal or embezzle (money), especially in small amounts over a period of time




•
 
she was skimming money from the household kitty.










4.
 
(often as 
noun

 
skimming

 )
 — fraudulently copy (credit or debit card details) with a card swipe or other device.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — go or move quickly and lightly over or on a surface or through the air




•
 
he let his fingers skim across her shoulders.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass over (a surface), nearly or lightly touching it in the process




•
 
we stood on the bridge, watching swallows skimming the water.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (a flat stone) low over an expanse of water so that it bounces on the surface several times.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — read (something) quickly or cursorily so as to note only the important points




•
 
he sat down and skimmed the report




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she 
skimmed through

 the newspaper.










9.
 
(
skim over

 )
 — deal with or treat (a subject) briefly or superficially.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin layer of a substance on the surface of a liquid




•
 


a skim of

 ice.










2.
 
an act of reading something quickly or superficially




•
 
a quick skim through the pamphlet.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘remove scum from (a liquid)’): back-formation from skimmer
 , or from Old French 
escumer

 , from 
escume

 ‘scum, foam.’





ski mask

 
/skē mask/






noun




a protective covering for the head and face, with holes for the eyes, nose, and mouth.













skimboard

 
/ˈskimbôrd/






noun




a type of surfboard, typically round or short, used for riding shallow water.














skimmer

 
/ˈskimər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that skims, in particular




2.
 
a utensil or device for removing a substance from the surface of a liquid.




3.
 
a device or craft designed to collect oil spilled on water.




4.
 
a hydroplane, hydrofoil, hovercraft, or other vessel that has little or no displacement when traveling.




5.
 
a long-winged seabird related to the terns, feeding by flying low over the water surface with its knifelike extended lower mandible immersed.

[Genus 
Rynchops

 , family 
Rynchopidae

 (or 
Laridae

 ): three species, one each in Africa, Asia, and America.]




6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a flat, broad-brimmed straw hat.




7.
 


‹informal›

 a close-fitting dress.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a broad-bodied dragonfly commonly found at ponds and swamps. It can rest for long periods on a perch, from which it darts out to grab prey.

[
Libellulidae

 and related families: several genera and numerous species, including the 
twelve-spotted skimmer

 (
Libellula pulchella

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
escumoir

 , from 
escumer

 ‘skim,’ from 
escume

 ‘scum.’





skim milk

 
skimmed milk






noun




milk from which the cream has been removed.













skimmington

 
/ˈskimiNGtən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a procession made through a village intended to bring ridicule on and make an example of a nagging wife or an unfaithful husband.








II.
 
phrases





ride skimmington








‹historical›

 hold a skimmington procession.















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from 
skimming ladle

 , used as a thrashing instrument during the procession.





skimo

 
/ˈskēmō/






noun






‹informal›

 short for ski mountaineering
 :




•
 
skimo is big in Europe where there are hundreds of races a year




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
he got involved in skimo racing in France.



















skimobile

 
/ˈskēməˌbēl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a snowmobile.














ski mountaineering






noun




the sport or pastime of skiing across mountainous terrain using equipment specially designed for walking uphill as well as skiing downhill




•
 
exploration and adventure are really what I love about ski mountaineering




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
they spend their winters competing in ski mountaineering races.




















skimp

 
/skimp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expend or use less time, money, or material on something than is necessary in an attempt to economize




•
 
don't 
skimp on

 insurance when you travel overseas.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with scamp
 2
 and scrimp
 .





skimpy

 
/ˈskimpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of clothes) short and revealing




•
 
a skimpy dress.










2.
 
providing or consisting of less than is needed; meager




•
 
my knowledge of music is extremely skimpy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skimpily

 
/ˈskimpilē /






adverb













2.
 
skimpiness

 
/ˈskimpēnəs /






noun






















skin

 
/skin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thin layer of tissue forming the natural outer covering of the body of a person or animal




•
 
I use body lotion to keep my skin soft




•
 
a flap of skin.










2.
 
the skin of a dead animal with or without the fur, used as material for clothing or other items




•
 
is this real crocodile skin?










3.
 
a container made from the skin of an animal such as a goat, used for holding liquids.




4.
 
an outer layer or covering, in particular




5.
 
the peel or outer layer of certain fruits or vegetables.




6.
 
the thin outer covering of a sausage.




7.
 
a thin layer forming on the surface of certain hot liquids, such as milk, as they cool.




8.
 
the outermost layer of a structure such as a building or aircraft.




9.
 


[Computing]

 a customized graphic user interface for an application or operating system




•
 
music, reviews, and attitude all wrapped up in the skin of a catalog.










10.
 
(usu. 
skins

 )
 — a strip of sealskin or other material attached to the underside of a ski to prevent a skier from slipping backward while climbing.




11.
 


‹informal›

 a skinhead.




12.
 
(usu. 
skins

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (especially in jazz) a drum or drum head.




13.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 relating to or denoting pornographic literature or films




•
 
the skin trade.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the skin from (an animal or a fruit or vegetable).




2.
 
(in hyperbolic use) punish severely




•
 
Dad would 
skin me alive

 if I forgot it.










3.
 
scratch or scrape the skin off (a part of one's body)




•
 
he scrambled down from the tree with such haste that he skinned his knees.










4.
 


‹informal›

 take money from or swindle (someone).




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 cover with skin




•
 
the wound was skinned, but the strength of his leg was not restored.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a wound) form new skin




•
 
the hole in his skull 
skinned over

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be skin and bones






(of a person or animal) be very thin.









2.
 
by the skin of one's teeth






by a very narrow margin; barely




•
 
I only got away by the skin of my teeth.







[from a misquotation of Job 19:20: “I am escaped with the skin of my teeth” (i.e., and nothing else). Current use reflects a different sense.]









3.
 
get under someone's skin

 

‹informal›






a.
 
annoy or irritate someone intensely




•
 
it was the sheer effrontery of them that got under my skin.










b.
 
fill someone's mind in a compelling and persistent way.




c.
 
reach or display a deep understanding of someone




•
 
movies that get under the skin of our national character.















4.
 
give someone (some) skin








(US)

 
‹informal›

 shake or slap hands together as a gesture or friendship or solidarity.









5.
 
have a thick (or thin) skin






be insensitive (or oversensitive) to criticism or insults.









6.
 
have skin in the game

 

‹informal›







have a personal investment in an organization or undertaking, and therefore a vested interest in its success.









7.
 
it's no skin off my nose (or off my back)








‹informal›

 (usually spoken with emphasis on “my”) used to indicate that one is not offended or adversely affected by something




•
 
it's no skin off my nose if you don't want dessert.















8.
 
keep (or sleep in) a whole skin








‹archaic›

 escape being wounded or injured.









9.
 
make someone's skin (or flesh) crawl (or creep)






cause someone to feel fear, horror, or disgust




•
 
a person dying in a fire—doesn't it make your skin crawl?















10.
 
save someone's skin






see save
 1
 .









11.
 
there's more than one way to skin a cat








‹proverb›

 there's more than one way of achieving one's aim.









12.
 
under the skin






in reality, as opposed to superficial appearances




•
 
he still believes that all women are goddesses under the skin.


















IV.
 
derivatives





skinless

 
/ˈskinləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
scinn

 , from Old Norse 
skinn

 ; related to Dutch 
schinden

 ‘flay, peel’ and German 
schinden

 .





skin beetle






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a beetle that feeds on carrion, hide, or similar material, and is sometimes a serious pest of stored goods.

[Several species in the families 
Dermestidae

 and 
Trogidae

 .]













skin-deep

 
/ˈˌskin ˈˌdēp/






adjective




not deep or lasting; superficial




•
 
their left-wing attitudes were only skin-deep.



















skin diving

 
/ˈskin ˌdīviNG/





I.
 
noun




the action or sport of swimming under water without a diving suit, typically in deep water using an aqualung and flippers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skin-dive

 
/ˈskin ˌdīv /






verb













2.
 
skin diver

 
/ˈskin ˌdīvər /






noun





















skin effect

 
/skin əˈfekt ēˈfekt/






noun






[Physics]

 the tendency of a high-frequency alternating current to flow through only the outer layer of a conductor.













skin flick

 
skinflick






noun






‹informal›

 a pornographic film.













skinflint

 
/ˈskinˌflint/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who spends as little money as possible; a miser.













skin fold






noun




a fold of skin and underlying fat formed by pinching, the thickness of which is a measure of nutritional status.













skinful

 
/ˈskinfo͝ol/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 enough alcoholic drink to make one drunk




•
 
he had a skinful on New Year's Eve.



















skin game

 
/skin ɡām/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a rigged gambling game; a swindle.













skin graft

 
/ˈskin ˌɡraft/






noun



1.
 
a surgical operation in which a piece of healthy skin is transplanted to a new site on the body.




2.
 
a piece of skin transplanted to a new site on the body.













skinhead

 
/ˈskinˌhed/






noun




a young man of a subculture characterized by close-cropped hair and heavy boots, often perceived as aggressive.













skink

 
/skiNGk/





I.
 
noun




a smooth-bodied lizard with short or absent limbs, typically burrowing in sandy ground, and occurring throughout tropical and temperate regions.

[Family 
Scincidae

 : numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
scinc

 or Latin 
scincus

 , from Greek 
skinkos

 .





skinned

 
/skind/





I.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having a skin of a specified type




•
 
smooth-skinned stingrays.














II.
 
phrases





be thin-skinned (or thick-skinned)






be sensitive (or insensitive) to criticism or insults.

















skinner

 
/ˈskinər/






noun



1.
 
a person who skins animals or prepares skins.




2.
 
a person who deals in animal skins; a furrier.














Skinner, B. F.

 
/ˈskinər/






(1904–90), US behaviorist psychologist; full name 
Burrhus Frederic Skinner

 . He promoted the view that the proper aim of psychology should be to predict behavior and hence be able to control it. He applied the results of his studies to the development of programmed learning and to educational practice.









Skinner box

 
/ˈskinər ˌbäks/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 an apparatus for studying instrumental conditioning in animals (typically rats or pigeons) in which the animal is isolated and provided with a lever or switch that it learns to use to obtain a reward, such as a food pellet, or to avoid a punishment, such as an electric shock.











– origin

 1940s: named after B. F. 
Skinner

 (see Skinner, B. F.
 ).





skinny

 
/ˈskinē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or part of their body) very thin




•
 
his skinny arms.










2.
 
(of an article of clothing) tight-fitting




•
 
a skinny black dress.










3.
 
(of a pair of pants, especially jeans) tight-fitting and with very narrow legs.




•
 
in the winter I live in skinny jeans and boots.




•
 
I love jeans—either bootcut or skinny.




•
 
a pair of skinny cords.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of coffee) made with skimmed or semi-skimmed milk




•
 
one skinny latte to go, please.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a skinny person.




2.
 
(
skinnies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a pair of skinny pants, especially jeans.




•
 
if you're tired of squeezing into your skinnies, bell-bottoms and flares are back in fashion.










3.
 
(
the skinny

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(US)

 confidential information on a particular person or topic




•
 
the inside skinny is that he didn't know the deal was in the works.














III.
 
derivatives





skinniness

 
/ˈskinēnəs /






noun





















skinny-dip

 
/ˈskinēˌdip/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 swim naked.








II.
 
noun




a naked swim.













skinny jeans






plural noun




tight-fitting jeans with very narrow legs




•
 
she teamed her skinny jeans with a plain black T-shirt.



















skin-pop

 
/ˈskinpäp /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inject (a drug, typically a narcotic) subcutaneously.








II.
 
noun




a subcutaneous injection of a drug, typically a narcotic.








III.
 
derivatives





skin-popper






noun





















skins game






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a game of competitive golf in which players make wagers on each hole, the pot carrying over to the next hole whenever two players tie.













skint

 
/skint/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) having little or no money available




•
 
I'm a bit skint just now.

















– origin

 1920s: variant of colloquial 
skinned

 , in the same sense, past participle of skin
 .





skin test

 
/skin test/





I.
 
noun




a test for an immune reaction performed by applying a substance topically or injecting it into the skin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
skin-testing

 )


1.
 
perform a skin test on (someone).













skintight

 
/ˈskintīt/






adjective




(of a garment) very close-fitting.














skip1


 
/skip/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move along lightly, stepping from one foot to the other with a hop or bounce




•
 
she began to skip down the path.










2.
 
jump over a rope that is held at both ends by oneself or two other people and turned repeatedly over the head and under the feet, as a game or for exercise.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 jump over (a rope) as a game or for exercise




•
 
the girls had been skipping rope.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jump lightly over




•
 
the children used to skip the puddles.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — omit (part of a book that one is reading, or a stage in a sequence that one is following)




•
 
the video manual allows the viewer to skip sections he's not interested in




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she disliked him so much that she 
skipped over

 any articles that mentioned him.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fail to attend or deal with as appropriate; miss




•
 
I wanted to skip my English lesson to visit my mother




•
 
try not to skip breakfast.










7.
 
move quickly and in an unmethodical way from one point or subject to another




•
 
Marian skipped halfheartedly through the book.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 depart quickly and secretly from




•
 
she skipped her home amid rumors of a romance.










9.
 


‹informal›

 run away; disappear




•
 
I'm not giving them a chance to 
skip off

 again.










10.
 
(
skip it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 abandon an undertaking, conversation, or activity




•
 
after several wrong turns in our journey, we almost decided to skip it.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (a stone) so that it ricochets off the surface of water.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, bouncing step; a skipping movement




•
 
he moved with a strange, dancing skip.










2.
 


[Computing]

 an act of passing over part of a sequence of data or instructions.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who defaults or absconds.











– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin.





skip2


 
/skip/






noun






(Brit.)

 a dumpster.













skip3


 
/skip/





I.
 
noun




the captain or director of a team in lawn bowling or curling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as skip of (a side).











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally Scots): abbreviation of skipper
 1
 .





ski pants

 
/skē pan(t)s/






plural noun



1.
 
trousers worn for skiing.




2.
 
women's trousers imitating a style of these, made of stretchy fabric with tapering legs and an elastic stirrup under each foot.














skipjack

 
/ˈskipˌjak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
skipjack tuna

 )
 — a small tuna with dark horizontal stripes, widely distributed throughout tropical and temperate seas.

Also called bonito
 or ocean bonito
 . [
Katsuwonus pelamis

 , family 
Scombridae

 .]




2.
 
another term for click beetle
 .




3.
 
a sloop-rigged sailboat with vertical sides and a flat V-shaped bottom, used chiefly on the east coast of the US.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from the verb skip
 1
 + jack
 1
 . 
Sense

 1 is from the fish's habit of jumping out of the water; 
sense

 2 and 
sense

 3 arose in the 19th cent.





ski-plane

 
/ˈskēplān/






noun




an airplane fitted with skis for landing on snow or ice.














ski pole

 
/skē pōl/






noun




either of two lightweight poles held by a skier to assist in balance or propulsion.













skippable

 
/ˈskipəbəl/






adjective



1.
 
(of a part or feature of something) able to be omitted or passed over so as to get to the next part or feature




•
 
if TV ads were skippable, people would skip them.










2.
 
(of an activity, event, etc.) not worth doing or attending




•
 
breakfast might seem skippable if you're in a hurry, but don't cut it out




•
 
why did elite men's players treat the Olympics as a skippable event?




















skipper1


 
/ˈskipər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
the captain of a ship or boat.




2.
 
the captain of a team in a game or sport.




3.
 
the captain of an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as captain of.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
schipper

 , from 
schip

 ‘ship.’






skipper2


 
/ˈskipər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that skips.




2.
 
used in names of small insects and crustaceans that skip or hop.




3.
 
a small brownish mothlike butterfly with rapid darting flight.

[Family 
Hesperiidae

 : numerous genera.]




4.
 
the Atlantic saury (see saury
 ).













skippet

 
/ˈskipit/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a small round wooden box used to preserve documents and seals.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





skirl

 
/skərl/





I.
 
noun




a shrill, wailing sound, especially that of bagpipes.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of bagpipes) make a shrill, wailing sound.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): probably of Scandinavian origin; ultimately imitative.






skirmish

 
/ˈskərmiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an episode of irregular or unpremeditated fighting, especially between small or outlying parts of armies or fleets.




2.
 
a short argument




•
 
there was a skirmish over the budget.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
skirmishing

 )


1.
 
engage in a skirmish




•
 
reports of skirmishing along the border.














III.
 
derivatives





skirmisher

 
/ˈskərmiSHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
eskirmiss-

 , lengthened stem of 
eskirmir

 , from a Germanic verb meaning ‘defend;’ related to scrimmage
 .





skirr

 
/skər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 move rapidly, especially with a whirring sound




•
 
five dark birds rose skirring away.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps related to scour
 1
 or scour
 2
 .






skirt

 
/skərt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's outer garment fastened around the waist and hanging down around the legs.




2.
 
the part of a coat or dress that hangs below the waist.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a woman or women regarded as objects of sexual desire




•
 
so, Al, off to chase some skirt?










4.
 
the curtain that hangs around the base of a hovercraft to contain the air cushion.




5.
 
a surface that conceals or protects the wheels or underside of a vehicle or aircraft.




6.
 
a small flap on a saddle, covering the bar from which the stirrup leather hangs.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 an edge, border, or extreme part.

Compare with outskirts
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go around or past the edge of




•
 
he did not go through the city but skirted it.










2.
 
be situated along or around the edge of




•
 
the fields that skirted the highway were full of cattle.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
skirt along/around

 )
 — go along or around (something) rather than directly through or across it




•
 
the river valley skirts along the northern slopes of the hills.










4.
 
attempt to ignore; avoid dealing with




•
 
there was a subject she was always skirting




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the treaty 
skirted around

 the question of political cooperation.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
skyrta

 ‘shirt’; compare with synonymous Old English 
scyrte

 , also with short
 . The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





skirt-chaser

 
/ˈskərtˌCHāsər/






noun






‹informal›

 a man who pursues women amorously and is casual in his affections; a womanizer.













skirted

 
/ˈskərdəd/






adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having or wearing a skirt of a specified kind




•
 
a long-skirted dress




•
 
a plaid-skirted schoolgirl




•
 
skirted coats.



















skirting

 
/ˈskərdiNG /

 
skirting board






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a baseboard.













skirt steak






noun




a beefsteak cut from the diaphragm muscle.













ski run

 
/ˈskē ˌrən/






noun




a track on a slope for skiing.













skit

 
/skit/





I.
 
noun




a short comedy sketch or piece of humorous writing, especially a parody




•
 
a 
skit on

 daytime magazine programs.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘satirical comment or attack’): related to the rare verb 
skit

 ‘move lightly and rapidly,’ perhaps from Old Norse (compare with 
skjóta

 ‘shoot’).





ski touring

 
/skē ˈto͝oriNG/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 skiing across open country, walking uphill on skis as well as skiing downhill.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ski tour






noun













2.
 
ski tourer






noun





















ski tow

 
/skē tō/






noun



1.
 
a type of ski lift, with a moving rope or with bars suspended from a moving overhead cable.




2.
 
a tow rope for waterskiers.













skitter

 
/ˈskidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move lightly and quickly or hurriedly




•
 
the girls skittered up the stairs




•
 


‹figurative›

 her mind skittered back to that day at the office.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw (bait) jerkily across the surface of the water as a technique in fishing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently a frequentative of 
skite

 ‘move rapidly,’ perhaps of Norse origin.





skittery

 
/ˈskidərē/






adjective




restless; skittish




•
 
a skittery horse.



















skittish

 
/ˈskidiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal, especially of a horse) excitable or easily scared




•
 
a skittish chestnut mare




•
 


‹figurative›

 skittish investors withdrew their money from equity markets.










2.
 
(of a person) playfully frivolous or unpredictable




•
 
my skittish and immature mother.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skittishly

 
/ˈskidiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
skittishness

 
/ˈskidiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from the rare verb 
skit

 ‘move lightly and rapidly.’





skittle

 
/ˈskidl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
skittles

 )
 — a game played, chiefly in Britain, with wooden pins, typically nine in number, set up at the end of an alley to be bowled down with a wooden ball or disk.




2.
 
a pin used in the game of skittles.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin. The word 
skyttel

 exists in Danish and Swedish in the sense ‘shuttle, child's marble,’ but there is no evidence to connect this with the game of skittles.





skive1


 
/skīv /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
avoid work or a duty by staying away or leaving early; shirk




•
 
I 
skived off

 school




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she used to skive lessons.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an instance of avoiding work or a duty.




2.
 
an easy option.








III.
 
derivatives





skiver

 
/ˈskīvər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US college slang): probably from French 
esquiver

 ‘escape.’





skive2


 
/skīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 pare (the edge of a piece of leather or other material) so as to reduce its thickness.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Old Norse 
skífa

 ; related to shive
 .





skivvy

 
/ˈskivē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
skivvies

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 underwear, especially a set consisting of undershirt and underpants, or just the underpants.

[originally a US Navy term.]




2.
 
(also 
skivvy shirt

 )
 — 

(US)

 
(Austral.)

 a lightweight high-necked, long-sleeved garment.




3.
 
an undershirt or T-shirt.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a low-ranking female domestic servant.




5.
 
a person doing work that is poorly paid and considered menial.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 do menial household tasks; work as a skivvy.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





skiwear

 
/ˈskēwer/






noun




clothing designed or suitable for skiing.














skoal

 
/ˈskō(ə)l /

 
skol





I.
 
exclamation




used to express friendly feelings toward one's companions before drinking.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (a Scots use): from Danish and Norwegian 
skaal

 , Swedish 
skål

 , from Old Norse 
skál

 ‘bowl’; perhaps introduced through the visit of James VI to Denmark in 1589. Compare with scale
 2
 .





Skokie

 
/ˈskōkē/






a residential and industrial village in northeastern Illinois, northwest of Chicago; pop. 66,620 (est. 2008).









skookum

 
/ˈsko͝okəm /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person or animal) strong, brave, or impressive.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a street party or trade fair.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Chinook Jargon.





skookum house






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a jail.













skoosh

 
/sko͝oSH /

 
scoosh





I.
 
verb






(Scottish)

 squirt or splash (liquid).








II.
 
noun




a splash or squirt of liquid.











– origin

 imitative.





Skopje

 
/ˈskôpye/






the capital of the republic of Macedonia, located in the northern part of the country, on the Vardar River; pop. 522,200 (est. 2006).









skort

 
/skôrt/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pair of shorts with a flap across the front (and sometimes also the back) to give the appearance of a skirt.











– origin

 1950s: blend of skirt
 and 
short

 (see shorts
 ).





skosh

 
/skōSH/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a small amount; a little.








II.
 
phrases





a skosh








(US)

 
‹informal›

 somewhat; slightly




•
 
it's a skosh more formal than one might like.





















– origin

 1950s: from Japanese 
sukoshi

 .





Skr.






abbreviation




Sanskrit.













Skt.






abbreviation




Sanskrit.













SKU

 
/skyo͞o/






abbreviation




stock-keeping unit.













skua

 
/ˈskyo͞oə/





I.
 
noun




a large brownish predatory seabird related to the gulls, pursuing other birds to make them disgorge fish they have caught.

[Family 
Stercorariidae

 : genera 
Catharacta

 (four larger species) and 
Stercorarius

 (three smaller species). See also jaeger
 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Faroese 
skúvur

 , from Old Norse 
skufr

 (apparently imitative).





skulduggery

 
/ˌskəlˈdəɡ(ə)rē /

 
skullduggery





I.
 
noun




underhanded or unscrupulous behavior; trickery




•
 
a firm that investigates commercial skulduggery.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of Scots 
sculduddery

 , of unknown origin.





skulk

 
/skəlk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep out of sight, typically with a sinister or cowardly motive




•
 
don't skulk outside the door like a spy!










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move stealthily or furtively




•
 
he spent most of his time skulking about the corridors.










3.
 
shirk duty.








II.
 
noun




a group of foxes.








III.
 
derivatives





skulker






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian 
skulka

 ‘lurk,’ and Danish 
skulke

 , Swedish 
skolka

 ‘shirk.’






skull

 
/skəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a framework of bone or cartilage enclosing the brain of a vertebrate; the skeleton of a person's or animal's head.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person's head or brain




•
 
a skull crammed with too many thoughts.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone) on the head.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
out of one's skull

 

‹informal›






a.
 
out of one's mind; crazy.




b.
 
very drunk.









2.
 
skull and crossbones






a representation of a skull with two thigh bones crossed below it as an emblem of piracy or death.












IV.
 
derivatives





skulled

 
/skəld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
long-skulled

























– origin

 Middle English 
scolle

 ; of unknown origin; compare with Old Norse 
skoltr

 .





skullcap

 
/ˈskəlˌkap/






noun



1.
 
a small close-fitting cap without a brim.




2.
 
the top part of the skull.




3.
 
a widely distributed plant of the mint family, whose tubular flowers have a helmet-shaped cup at the base.

[Genus 
Scutellaria

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













skull session

 
/skəl ˈseSHən/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a discussion or conference, especially to discuss policies, tactics, and maneuvers.














skunk

 
/skəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cat-sized American mammal of the weasel family, with distinctive black-and-white-striped fur. When threatened it squirts a fine spray of foul-smelling irritant liquid from its anal glands toward its attacker.

[
Mephitis

 and other genera, family 
Mustelidae

 : several species, in particular the 
striped skunk

 (
M. mephitis

 ).]




2.
 
the fur of the skunk.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a contemptible person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat (someone) overwhelmingly in a game or contest, especially by preventing them from scoring at all.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 fail to pay (a bill or creditor).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Massachusett 
squunck

 ; cognate forms occur in many other American Indian languages.





skunk cabbage






noun




a North American plant of the arum family, the flower of which has a distinctive unpleasant smell.

[Two species in the family 
Araceae

 : the western 
yellow skunk cabbage

 (
Lysichitum americanum

 ), with a stalked yellow flower, and the eastern 
Symplocarpus foetidus

 , with a greenish purple flower.]













skunkworks

 
/ˈskəNGkˌwərks /

 
skunk works





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹trademark›

 an experimental laboratory or department of a company or institution, typically smaller than and independent of its main research division.











– origin

 1970s (originally used in reference to the research laboratories of the aerospace company Lockheed Martin): allegedly from an association with the 
Skonk Works

 , an illegal still in the 'Li'l Abner' comic strip.





skunky

 
/ˈskənkē/






adjective



1.
 
like a skunk.




2.
 
disagreeably tainted




•
 
skunky beer.



















skutterudite

 
/ˈskədəˌrədīt/





I.
 
noun




a metallic-gray mineral, typically forming cubic or octahedral crystals, consisting chiefly of an arsenide of cobalt and nickel.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Skutterud

 (now Skotterud), a village in southeastern Norway, + -ite
 1
 .






sky

 
/skī/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the sky

 )


1.
 
the region of the atmosphere and outer space seen from the earth




•
 
hundreds of stars shining in the sky




•
 
Jillson had never seen so much sky.










2.
 


‹literary›

 heaven; heavenly power




•
 
the just vengeance of incensed skies.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hit (a ball) high into the air




•
 
he skied his tee shot.










2.
 


‹informal›

 hang (a picture) very high on a wall, especially in an exhibition.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
out of a clear blue sky






see blue
 .









2.
 
the sky's the limit








‹informal›

 there is practically no limit (to something such as a price that can be charged or the opportunities afforded to someone).









3.
 
to the skies






very highly; enthusiastically




•
 
he wrote to his sister praising Lizzie to the skies.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skyey

 
/ˈskīē /






adjective













2.
 
skyless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the plural denoting clouds): from Old Norse 
ský

 ‘cloud.’ The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





sky blue

 
/skī blo͞o/






noun




a bright clear blue.













skybox

 
/ˈskībäks/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a luxurious enclosed seating area located high in a sports arena.













skybridge

 
/ˈskībrij/






noun




another term for skywalk
 .













sky burial






noun




a Tibetan funeral ritual involving the exposure of a dismembered corpse to sacred vultures.













skycap

 
/ˈskīˌkap/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a porter at an airport.













sky-clad

 
/ˈskīˌklad/





I.
 
adjective




naked (used especially in connection with modern pagan ritual).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably a translation of Sanskrit 
Digāmbara

 , denoting a Jain sect.





skydiving

 
/ˈskīˌdīviNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport of jumping from an aircraft and performing acrobatic maneuvers in the air during free fall before landing by parachute.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
skydive

 
/ˈskīˌdīv /






verb













2.
 
skydiver

 
/ˈskīˌdīvər /






noun





















Skye

 
/skī/






a mountainous island in the Inner Hebrides, linked to the west coast of Scotland by a bridge; chief town, Portree.









Skye terrier






noun




a small long-haired terrier of a slate-colored or beige-colored Scottish breed.













skyflower

 
/ˈskīˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a shrub of the verbena family, with clusters of lilac flowers and yellow berries, native to Central and South America.

[
Duranta erecta

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 .]













skyglow

 
/ˈskīˌɡlō/






noun




brightness of the night sky in a built-up area as a result of light pollution.













sky-high

 
/ˈˌskī ˈhī/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
as if reaching the sky; very high


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
they saved a president from being blown sky-high.










2.
 
at or to a very high level; very great


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
sky-high premiums.



















skyhook

 
/ˈskīˌho͝ok/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 an imaginary or fanciful device by which something could be suspended in the air.




2.
 
a proposed cable or other structure reaching from the earth's surface to a satellite, which could be used for transporting spacecraft or other items into space.




3.
 


[Climbing]

 a small flattened hook, with an eye for attaching a rope, fixed temporarily into a rock face.




4.
 


[Basketball]

 a very high-arcing hook shot.




5.
 
a helicopter equipped with a steel line and hook for hoisting and transporting heavy objects.













skyjack

 
/ˈskīˌjak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hijack (an aircraft).








II.
 
noun




an act of skyjacking.








III.
 
derivatives





skyjacker

 
/ˈskīˌjakər /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: blend of sky
 and hijack
 .





Skylab

 
/ˈskīˌlab/






a US orbiting space laboratory. Its three manned missions, all launched in 1973, were used for experiments in zero gravity and for astrophysical studies. Abandoned in 1974, it re-entered the earth's atmosphere in 1979, scattering debris in Australia and the Indian Ocean.










skylark

 
/ˈskīˌlärk/





I.
 
noun




a common Eurasian and North African lark of farmland and open country, noted for its prolonged song during hovering flight.

[Genus 
Alauda

 , family 
Alaudidae

 : two species, in particular the widespread 
A. arvensis

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass time by playing tricks or practical jokes; indulge in horseplay




•
 
he was skylarking with a friend when he fell into a pile of boxes.







[late 17th cent. (originally in nautical use): by association with the verb lark
 2
 .]













skylight

 
/ˈskīˌlīt/






noun




a window installed in a roof or ceiling.













skylighted

 
/ˈskīˌlīdəd /

 
skylit






adjective




fitted with or lit by a skylight or skylights




•
 
skylighted rooms




•
 
hunters who sit at the crest of a hill allow the turkey to see them skylighted against the horizon.



















skyline

 
/ˈskīˌlīn/






noun




an outline of land and buildings defined against the sky




•
 
the skyline of the city.



















Skype

 
/skīp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a spoken conversation with (someone) over the Internet using the software application Skype, typically also viewing by webcam




•
 
my parents want to know when is a good time to Skype me.




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the point was to chat and Skype with co-workers and friends.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
Skype

 , the proprietary name of a software application and VoIP service.





sky pilot

 
/skī ˈpīlət/






noun






‹informal›

 a member of the clergy, especially a military chaplain.













skyr

 
/ˈskir/





I.
 
noun




an Icelandic dish consisting of curdled milk.











– origin

 Icelandic.





skyrocket

 
/ˈskīˌräkət/





I.
 
noun




a rocket designed to explode high in the air as a signal or firework.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a price, rate, or amount) increase very steeply or rapidly




•
 
the cost of housing has skyrocketed.




















skysail

 
/ˈskīˌsāl/






noun




a light sail above the royal.













skyscraper

 
/ˈskīˌskrāpər/






noun



1.
 
a very tall building of many stories.




2.
 
another term for skysail
 .













skyscraper heels






plural noun






‹informal›

 women's shoes with very high heels




•
 
tottering around in skyscraper heels all afternoon had clearly taken a toll on her toes.



















skyscraping

 
/ˈskīˌskrāpiNG/






adjective




extremely high or tall




•
 
skyscraping hotels.



















skysurfing

 
/ˈskīˌsərfiNG/






noun




the sport of jumping from an aircraft and surfing through the air on a board before landing by parachute.














skywalk

 
/ˈskīˌwôk/






noun




an enclosed overhead walkway between buildings.













skyward

 
/ˈskīwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the sky




•
 
flames were now shooting skyward.














II.
 
adjective




moving or directed toward the sky




•
 
the city was heavily guarded by skyward laser batteries.



















skywatch

 
/ˈskīˌwäCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 observe or monitor the sky, especially for heavenly bodies or aircraft.








II.
 
derivatives





skywatcher






noun





















sky wave






noun




a radio wave reflected from the ionosphere.













skyway

 
/ˈskīˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a recognized route followed by aircraft.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for skywalk
 .




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an elevated highway.













skywriting

 
/ˈskīˌrīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




words in the form of smoke trails made by an airplane, especially for advertising.








II.
 
derivatives





skywriter

 
/-tər /






noun





















SL






abbreviation




source language.













s.l.






abbreviation



1.
 
salvage loss.




2.
 
(also 
sl.

 )
 — (in a bibliography) without place (of publication noted).

[from Latin 
sine loco

 .]













slab

 
/slab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, thick, flat piece of stone, concrete, or wood, typically rectangular




•
 
paving slabs




•
 
she settled on 
a slab of

 rock.










2.
 
a large, thick slice or piece of cake, bread, chocolate, etc.




•
 


a slab of

 bread and cheese.










3.
 


[Climbing]

 a large, smooth, steep body of rock.




4.
 
an outer piece of timber sawn from a log.




5.
 
a table used for laying a body on in a morgue.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
slabbing

 )


1.
 
remove slabs from (a log or tree) to prepare it for sawing into planks.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slabbed






adjective













2.
 
slabby






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





slab avalanche






noun




an avalanche formed by a sheet of snow breaking loose.













slabber

 
/ˈslabər /

 

‹chiefly Scottish Irish›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dribble at the mouth; slaver




•
 
he was slabbering like a child.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dribble on’): related to dialect 
slab

 ‘muddy place, puddle.’





slack1


 
/slak/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not taut or held tightly in position; loose




•
 
a slack rope




•
 
her mouth went slack.










2.
 
(of business) characterized by a lack of work or activity; quiet




•
 
business was rather slack.










3.
 
slow or sluggish




•
 
they were working at a slack pace.










4.
 
having or showing laziness or negligence




•
 
slack accounting procedures.










5.
 
(of a tide) neither ebbing nor flowing




•
 
soon the water will become slack, and the tide will turn.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a rope or line that is not held taut; the loose or unused part




•
 
I picked up the rod and wound in the slack.










2.
 
(
slacks

 )
 — casual trousers.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a spell of inactivity or laziness




•
 
he slept deeply, refreshed by a little slack in the daily routine.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
loosen (something, especially a rope).




2.
 
reduce the intensity or speed of (something); slacken




•
 
the horse slacked his pace.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
slack off

 )
 — decrease in quantity or intensity




•
 
the flow of blood slacked off.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 work slowly or lazily




•
 
she reprimanded her girls if they were slacking.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
slack up

 )
 — slow down




•
 
the animal doesn't slack up until he reaches the trees.










6.
 
slake (lime).








IV.
 
adverb




loosely




•
 
their heads were hanging slack in attitudes of despair.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
cut someone some slack








‹informal›

 allow someone some leeway in their conduct.









2.
 
take (or pick) up the slack





a.
 
use up a surplus or improve the use of resources to avoid an undesirable lull in business




•
 
as domestic demand starts to flag, foreign demand will help pick up the slack.










b.
 
pull on the loose end or part of a rope in order to make it taut.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slackly

 
/ˈslaklē /






adverb













2.
 
slackness

 
/ˈslaknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
slæc

 ‘inclined to be lazy, unhurried,’ of Germanic origin; related to Latin 
laxus

 ‘loose.’





slack2


 
/slak/





I.
 
noun




coal dust or small pieces of coal.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Low German or Dutch.





slacken

 
/ˈslakən/






verb




make or become slack


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he slackened his grip




•
 
the joints can be tightened and 
slackened off

 again




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the pace never slackens.




















slacker

 
/ˈslakər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who avoids work or effort.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a person who evades military service.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a young person (especially in the 1990s) of a subculture characterized by apathy and aimlessness.













slacklining

 
/ˈslaklīniNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity or sport of balancing on a rope or strip of webbing that is fixed high above the ground but not stretched so as to be taut




•
 
slacklining in Cheddar Gorge has been banned until new rules covering insurance come into effect.














II.
 
derivatives





slackliner






noun





















slacktivism

 
/ˈslaktəˌvizəm /

 
slactivism





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 actions performed via the Internet in support of a political or social cause but regarded as requiring little time or involvement, e.g., signing an online petition or joining a campaign group on a social media website




•
 
such email alerts make slacktivism easy.














II.
 
derivatives





slacktivist






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of slacker
 and activism
 .





slack water

 
/slak ˈwôdər ˈwädər/






noun




the state of the tide when it is turning, especially at low tide.













slag

 
/slaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
stony waste matter separated from metals during the smelting or refining of ore.




2.
 
similar material produced by a volcano; scoria.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a promiscuous woman.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
slagging

 )


1.
 
produce deposits of slag.








III.
 
derivatives





slaggy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle Low German 
slagge

 , perhaps from 
slagen

 ‘strike,’ with reference to fragments formed by hammering.





slag heap

 
/slaɡ hēp/






noun




a hill or area of refuse from a mine or industrial site.













slain

 
/slān/






past participle of slay
 1
 .









slake

 
/slāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quench or satisfy (one's thirst)




•
 
slake your thirst with some lemonade.










2.
 
satisfy (desires)




•
 
restaurants worked to slake the Italian obsession with food.










3.
 
combine (quicklime) with water to produce calcium hydroxide.











– origin

 Old English 
slacian

 ‘become less eager,’ also ‘slacken,’ from the adjective 
slæc

 ‘slack’; compare with Dutch 
slaken

 ‘diminish, relax.’





slalom

 
/ˈsläləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ski race down a winding course marked by flags or poles.




2.
 
a sporting event on water with a winding course marked by obstacles, typically a canoe or sailing race.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or race in a winding path, avoiding obstacles




•
 
she drove with reckless speed, slaloming in and out of the stalled cars.














III.
 
derivatives





slalomer






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Norwegian 
slalåm

 , literally ‘sloping track.’





slam

 
/slam/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shut (a door, window, or lid) forcefully and loudly




•
 
he slams the door behind him as he leaves.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be closed forcefully and loudly




•
 
she heard a car door slam.










3.
 
push or put somewhere with great force




•
 
Charlie slammed down the phone.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
slam into

 )
 — crash into; collide heavily with




•
 
the car mounted the sidewalk, slamming into a lamppost.










5.
 


‹informal›

 hit (something) with great force in a particular direction




•
 
he slammed a shot into the net.










6.
 
put (something) into action suddenly or forcefully




•
 
I slammed on the brakes.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move violently or loudly




•
 
he slammed out of the room.










8.
 
(usu. 
be slammed

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 criticize severely




•
 
his efforts to slam the president destroyed his own campaign.










9.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 score points against or gain a victory over (someone) easily




•
 
the Blue Devils slammed Kansas to win the title.










10.
 
(often as 
noun

 
slamming

 )
 — (of a telephone company) take over the account of (a telephone customer) without their permission.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a loud bang caused by the forceful shutting of something such as a door




•
 
the back door closed with a slam.










2.
 
(usu. 
the slam

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 prison.

[abbr. of slammer
 .]




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 a poetry contest in which competitors recite their entries and are judged by members of the audience, the winner being elected after several elimination rounds.

[of unknown origin.]




4.
 


[Bridge]

 a grand slam (all thirteen tricks) or small slam (twelve tricks), for which bonus points are scored if bid and made.

[early 17th cent. (as the name of a card game): origin unknown.]




5.
 
(especially in tennis) any of the individual championships that together comprise a Grand Slam




•
 
a stellar 12 months saw her win two slams and two Olympic gold medals, and retain the number one ranking.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Old Norse 
slam(b)ra

 .





slam-bang

 
/ˈslamˌbaNG /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exciting and energetic




•
 
a slam-bang action cartoon.










2.
 
with no niceties, subtleties, or restraints; direct and forceful




•
 
the slam-bang world of daily journalism.














II.
 
adverb




suddenly and forcefully or violently




•
 
I walked slam-bang into this character.



















slam-dancing

 
/ˈslamˌdansiNG/





I.
 
noun




a form of dancing to rock music in which the dancers deliberately collide with one another.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slam-dance






verb













2.
 
slam dancer






noun





















slam dunk

 
/ˈslam ˌdənk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Basketball]

 a shot in which a player thrusts the ball forcefully down through the basket.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Basketball]

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 something reliable or unfailing; a foregone conclusion or certainty




•
 
a movie predicted to be the season's one slam-dunk hit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
thrust (the ball) forcefully down through the basket.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat or dismiss decisively




•
 
they continue to slam-dunk every proposal we make.




















slammer

 
/ˈslamər/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the slammer

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 prison.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who deliberately collides with others when slam-dancing.













s.l.a.n.






abbreviation




without place, year, or name of publication.

[from Latin 
sine loco, anno, vel nomine

 .]














slander

 
/ˈslandər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 the action or crime of making a false spoken statement damaging to a person's reputation




•
 
he is suing the TV network for slander.







Compare with libel
 .




2.
 


[Law]

 a false and malicious spoken statement




•
 
I've had just about all I can stomach of your slanders.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make false and damaging statements about (someone)




•
 
they were accused of slandering the head of state.














III.
 
derivatives





slanderer

 
/ˈsland(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
esclandre

 , alteration of 
escandle

 , from late Latin 
scandalum

 (see scandal
 ).





slanderous

 
/ˈslandərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a spoken statement) false and malicious




•
 
slanderous allegations.














II.
 
derivatives





slanderously

 
/ˈsland(ə)rəslē /






adverb





















slang

 
/slaNG/





I.
 
noun




a type of language that consists of words and phrases that are regarded as very informal, are more common in speech than writing, and are typically restricted to a particular context or group of people




•
 
grass is slang for marijuana




•
 
army slang.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 attack (someone) using abusive language




•
 
he watched ideological groups slanging one another.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





slangy

 
/ˈslaNGē/





I.
 
adjective




using or denoting slang




•
 
the style is so slangy as to be incomprehensible




•
 
a slangy, stand-up comedian.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slangily

 
/ˈslaNGəlē /






adverb













2.
 
slanginess

 
/ˈslaNGēnəs /






noun





















slant

 
/slant/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
slope or lean in a particular direction; diverge or cause to diverge from the vertical or horizontal


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a plowed field slanted up to the skyline




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
slant your skis as you turn to send up a curtain of water.










2.
 
(especially of light or shadow) fall in an oblique direction




•
 
the early sun slanted across the mountains.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
slanted

 )
 — present or view (information) from a particular angle, especially in a biased or unfair way




•
 
slanted news coverage.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sloping position




•
 
the hedge grew 
at a slant






•
 
cut flower stems 
on the slant

 .










2.
 
a particular point of view from which something is seen or presented




•
 
a new 
slant on

 science.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
sloping




•
 
slant pockets.

















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of dialect 
slent

 , of Scandinavian origin, probably influenced by aslant
 .





slanting

 
/ˈslan(t)iNG/






adjective




positioned or directed in a sloping or oblique direction




•
 
the slanting beams of the roof




•
 
the slanting rays of the evening sun.



















slantwise

 
/ˈslantˌwīz/






adjective, adverb




at an angle or in a sloping direction


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a slantwise glance




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the bird veers and drops slantwise toward the tree.



















slap

 
/slap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone or something) with the palm of one's hand or a flat object




•
 
my sister slapped my face.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — hit against or into something with the sound of a slap




•
 
water 
slapped against

 the boat.










3.
 
(
slap someone down

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 reprimand someone forcefully.




4.
 
put or apply (something) somewhere quickly, carelessly, or forcefully




•
 
slap on a bit of makeup.










5.
 
(
slap something on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 impose a fine or other penalty on




•
 
the government had slapped an embargo on imports.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a blow with the palm of the hand or a flat object




•
 
he gave her a slap across her cheek.










2.
 
a sound made or as if made by a slap




•
 
she heard the slap of water against the harbor wall.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 suddenly and directly, especially with great force




•
 
storming out of her room, she ran slap into Luke.










2.
 


‹informal›

 exactly; right




•
 
we passed slap through the middle of an enemy armored unit.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
slap in the face






an unexpected rejection or affront.









2.
 
slap someone around






beat or hit someone repeatedly




•
 
The teachers knew to watch out to make sure none of the other kids got slapped around




•
 
The people responsible need to be slapped around a little and forced to correct things.















3.
 
slap on the back






congratulations or commendations




•
 
they deserve a hearty slap on the back for their efforts.















4.
 
slap someone on the back






congratulate someone.









5.
 
slap on the wrist






a mild reprimand or punishment.















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): probably imitative. The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.





slap and tickle






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 physical amorous play.













slap bass

 
/ˈslap ˌbās/





I.
 
noun




a style of playing double bass or bass guitar by pulling and releasing the strings sharply against the fingerboard, used for effect in jazz or popular music.








II.
 
derivatives





slap bassist

 
/-ist /






noun





















slapdash

 
/ˈslapˌdaSH/





I.
 
adjective




done too hurriedly and carelessly




•
 
he gave a slapdash performance.














II.
 
adverb






‹dated›

 hurriedly and carelessly.













slaphappy

 
/ˈslapˌhapē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 casual or flippant in a cheerful and often irresponsible way




•
 
he possessed slaphappy courage.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of an action or operation) unmethodical; poorly thought out




•
 
slaphappy surveying methods.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 dazed or stupefied by or as if by a series of blows to the head; punch-drunk




•
 
I was slaphappy from all the bouncing




•
 
she's a bit slaphappy after such a narrow escape.



















slapjack

 
/ˈslapˌjak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pancake.













slap shot






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 a hard shot made by raising the stick about waist-high before striking the puck with a sharp slapping motion.













slapstick

 
/ˈslapˌstik/






noun



1.
 
comedy based on deliberately clumsy actions and humorously embarrassing events


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
slapstick humor.










2.
 
a device consisting of two flexible pieces of wood joined together at one end, used by clowns and in pantomime to produce a loud slapping noise.













slap-up

 
/ˈslap ˌəp/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a meal or celebration) large and sumptuous




•
 
a slap-up dinner.



















slash1


 
/slaSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something) with a violent sweeping movement, typically using a knife or sword




•
 
a tire was slashed on my car




•
 
they cut and 
slashed their way

 to the river




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the man 
slashed at

 him with a sword.










2.
 


‹informal›

 reduce (a price, quantity, etc.) greatly




•
 
the workforce has been slashed by 2,000.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 lash, whip, or thrash severely.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 crack (a whip).




5.
 


‹archaic›

 criticize (someone or something) severely.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cut made with a wide, sweeping stroke




•
 
the man took a mighty slash at his head with a large sword.










2.
 
a wound or gash made by a cut with a wide, sweeping stroke




•
 
he staggered over with a crimson slash across his temple.










3.
 
a bright patch or flash of color or light




•
 
yellow and gold foliage, with the odd 
slash of

 red.










4.
 
an oblique stroke (/) in print or writing, used between alternatives (e.g., 
and/or

 ), in fractions (e.g., 
3/4

 ), in ratios (e.g., 
miles/day

 ), or between separate elements of a text.




5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a genre of fiction, published chiefly in fanzines or online, in which characters who appear together in movies, television, or other popular media are portrayed as having a sexual (especially homosexual) relationship.

[1980s: from the use of an oblique stroke to link adjoining names or initials (as in 
Kirk/Spock

 and 
K/S

 .]




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 debris resulting from the felling or destruction of trees.








III.
 
conjunction






‹informal›

 used to link alternatives or words describing or denoting a dual (or multiple) function or nature




•
 
a fashionable movie theater-slash-bar-slash-restaurant




•
 
a model slash actress




•
 
the most insane-slash-brilliant maneuver in the show's history.







[from 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun, as a verbal representation of the symbol.]











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps imitative, or from Old French 
esclachier

 ‘break in pieces.’ The noun dates from the late 16th cent.





slash2


 
/slaSH/





I.
 
noun




a tract of swampy ground, especially in a coastal region.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of uncertain origin.





slash-and-burn

 
/ˈˌslaSH ˌən ˈbərn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a method of agriculture in which existing vegetation is cut down and burned off before new seeds are sown, typically used as a method for clearing forest land for farming.




2.
 
aggressive and merciless




•
 
her slash-and-burn campaigning style.



















slasher

 
/ˈslaSHər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that slashes.




2.
 
(also 
slasher film

 or 
slasher movie

 , etc.)
 — 

‹informal›

 a horror movie, especially one in which victims (typically women or teenagers) are slashed with knives and razors.













slashing

 
/ˈslaSHiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 vigorously incisive or effective




•
 
a slashing magazine attack on her.



















slash pine






noun




a fast-growing, long-needled pine found in low-lying coastal areas (slashes) of the southeastern US, commonly harvested for timber.

[
Pinus elliottii

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













slash pocket

 
/slaSH ˈpäkət/






noun




a pocket set in a garment with a slit for the opening.














slat

 
/slat/





I.
 
noun




a thin, narrow piece of wood, plastic, or metal, especially one of a series that overlap or fit into each other, as in a fence or a Venetian blind.








II.
 
derivatives





slatted

 
/sladəd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘roofing slate’): shortening of Old French 
esclat

 ‘splinter,’ from 
esclater

 ‘to split;’ related to éclat
 , slate
 . The current sense dates from the mid 18th cent.






slate

 
/slāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine-grained gray, green, or bluish metamorphic rock easily split into smooth, flat pieces.




2.
 
a flat piece of slate used as roofing material.




3.
 
a flat piece of slate used for writing on, typically framed in wood, formerly used in schools.




4.
 
a board showing the identifying details of a take of a motion picture, which is held in front of the camera at its beginning and end.




5.
 
a small portable computer that accepts input directly onto its screen rather than via a keyboard or mouse; a tablet computer.




•
 
after getting our hands on one this afternoon, we found that it’s a solid, well-performing slate that’s easy on the eyes.










6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a bluish-gray color




•
 
suits of 
slate gray

 .










7.
 
a list of candidates for election to a post or office, typically a group sharing a set of political views




•
 
another slate of candidates will be picked for the state convention.










8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a range of something offered




•
 
the company has revealed details of a $60 million slate of film productions.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (something, especially a roof) with slates.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 criticize severely




•
 
his work was slated by the critics.










3.
 
(usu. 
be slated

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 schedule; plan




•
 
renovations are slated for late June




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
construction is slated to begin late next year.










4.
 
nominate (someone) as a candidate for an office or post




•
 
I understand that I am being slated for promotion.










5.
 
identify (a movie take) using a slate.








III.
 
phrases





wipe the slate clean






see wipe
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





slaty

 
/ˈslādē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
sclate

 , 
sklate

 , shortening of Old French 
esclate

 , feminine, synonymous with 
esclat

 ‘piece broken off’ (see slat
 ). 
Sense

 3 
of the

 verb of the verb arose from the practice of noting a name on a writing slate.





slater

 
/ˈslādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who slates roofs for a living.




2.
 
a wood louse or similar isopod.

[Several species in the order 
Isopoda

 . See also sea slater
 .]













Slater, Samuel

 
/ˈslātər/






(1768–1835), US inventor and industrialist; born in England. After building a technologically advanced spinning mill from memory in Rhode Island in 1793, he set up his own mills in New England.









slather

 
/ˈslaT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 spread or smear (a substance) thickly or liberally




•
 


slather on

 some tanning lotion




•
 
biscuits 
slathered with

 butter.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
slathers

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a large amount of something




•
 
slathers of cream.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





slattern

 
/ˈsladərn/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a dirty, untidy woman.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: related to 
slattering

 ‘slovenly,’ from dialect 
slatter

 ‘to spill, slop,’ frequentative of 
slat

 ‘strike,’ of unknown origin.





slatternly

 
/ˈsladərnlē/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 (of a woman or her appearance) dirty and untidy.








II.
 
derivatives





slatternliness

 
/ˈsladərnlēnəs /






noun





















slaughter

 
/ˈslôdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of animals for food.




2.
 
the killing of a large number of people or animals in a cruel or violent way; massacre




•
 
the slaughter of 20 peaceful demonstrators.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a thorough defeat




•
 
an absolute slaughter by the Red Sox.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill (animals) for food.




2.
 
kill (people or animals) in a cruel or violent way, typically in large numbers




•
 
innocent civilians are being slaughtered.










3.
 


‹informal›

 defeat (an opponent) thoroughly




•
 
our team was slaughtered in the finals.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slaughterer

 
/ˈslôd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
slaughterous

 
/ˈslôd(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old Norse 
slátr

 ‘butcher's meat’; related to slay
 1
 . The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





slaughterhouse

 
/ˈslôdərˌhous/






noun




a place where animals are slaughtered for food.














Slav

 
/släv/





I.
 
noun




a member of a group of peoples in central and eastern Europe speaking Slavic languages.








II.
 
adjective




another term for Slavic
 .








III.
 
derivatives





Slavist

 
/ˈslävəst /






noun



















– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Sclavus

 , late Greek 
Sklabos

 , later also from medieval Latin 
Slavus

 .






slave

 
/slāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person who is the legal property of another and is forced to obey them.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person who works very hard without proper remuneration or appreciation




•
 
by the time I was ten, I had become her slave, doing all the housework.










3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person who is excessively dependent upon or controlled by something




•
 
the poorest people of the world are 
slaves to

 the banks




•
 
she was no 
slave to

 fashion.










4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a device, or part of one, directly controlled by another


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a slave cassette deck.







Compare with master
 1
 .




5.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an ant captured in its pupal state by an ant of another species, for which it becomes a worker.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work excessively hard




•
 
after 
slaving away

 for fourteen years, all he gets is two thousand.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject (a device) to control by another




•
 
should the need arise, the two channels can be slaved together.

















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
esclave

 , equivalent of medieval Latin 
sclava

 (feminine) ‘Slavic (captive)’: some South Slavic peoples had been reduced to a servile state by conquest in the 9th cent.





Slave Coast

 
/slāv kōst/






a part of the west coast of Africa, between the Volta River and Mount Cameroon, from which slaves were exported in the 16th–19th centuries.









slave-drive

 
/ˈslāvˌdrīv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
slave-driving

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 make (someone) work very hard




•
 
slave-driving managers




•
 
they slave-drive their staff.



















slave driver

 
/slāv ˈdrīvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who oversees and urges on slaves at work.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who works others very hard.













slaveholder

 
/ˈslāvˌhōldər/





I.
 
noun




an owner of slaves.








II.
 
derivatives





slaveholding






noun





















slave labor

 
/slāv ˈlābər/






noun




labor that is coerced and inadequately rewarded, or the people who perform such labor




•
 
most of production is carried out by slave labor




•
 
they treat us like slave labor.



















slave-making ant

 
slave-maker ant






noun




an ant that raids the nests of other ant species and steals the pupae, which later become workers in the new colony.

[Several species in the family 
Formicidae

 , in particular the European 
Formica sanguinea

 . See also amazon ant
 .]













slaver1


 
/ˈslāvər/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person dealing in or owning slaves.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a ship used for transporting slaves.













slaver2


 
/ˈslavər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
saliva running from the mouth.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 excessive or obsequious flattery.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
let saliva run from the mouth




•
 
the Labrador was slavering at the mouth.










2.
 
show excessive desire




•
 
suburbanites 
slavering over

 drop-dead models.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Low German; compare with slobber
 .





slavery

 
/ˈslāv(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being a slave




•
 
thousands had been sold into slavery.










2.
 
the practice or system of owning slaves.




3.
 
a condition compared to that of a slave in respect of exhausting labor or restricted freedom




•
 
female domestic slavery.










4.
 
excessive dependence on or devotion to something




•
 


slavery to

 tradition.



















slave ship

 
/slāv SHip/






noun






‹historical›

 a ship transporting slaves, especially one carrying slaves from Africa.













Slave State

 
/ˈslāv ˌstāt /

 
slave state






noun






‹historical›

 any of the southern states of the US in which slavery was legal before the Civil War.













slave trade

 
/ˈslāv ˌtrād/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the procuring, transporting, and selling of human beings as slaves, in particular the former trade in African blacks as slaves by European countries and North America.








II.
 
derivatives





slave trader

 
/ˈslāv ˌtrādər /






noun





















slavey

 
/ˈslāvē/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a maidservant, especially a hard-worked one.














Slavic

 
/ˈslävik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the branch of the Indo-European language family that includes Russian, Ukrainian, and Belorussian (
East Slavic

 ), Polish, Czech, Slovak, and Sorbian (
West Slavic

 ), and Bulgarian, Serbian, Croatian, Macedonian, and Slovene (
South Slavic

 ).




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the peoples of central and eastern Europe who speak any of these languages.








II.
 
noun




the Slavic languages collectively.

See also Slavonic
 .













slavish

 
/ˈslāviSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of a slave, typically by behaving in a servile or submissive way




•
 
he noted the slavish, feudal respect they had for her.










2.
 
showing no attempt at originality, constructive interpretation, or development




•
 
a slavish adherence to protocol.














II.
 
derivatives





slavishness

 
/ˈslāviSHnəs /






noun





















slavishly

 
/ˈslāviSHlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a servile or submissive manner




•
 
he slavishly followed the party line




•
 
rules that must be slavishly obeyed whatever the circumstances.










2.
 
in a way that shows no attempt at originality




•
 
they adhere slavishly to a script written for them




•
 
they slavishly copy one another.




















Slavonic

 
/sləˈvänik/





I.
 
adjective, noun




another term for Slavic
 . See also Church Slavic
 .











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
S(c)lavonicus

 , from 
S(c)lavonia

 ‘country of the Slavs,’ from 
Sclavus

 (see Slav
 ).





Slavophile

 
/ˈslavəˌfīl/






noun




a person who greatly admires the Slavic peoples or their languages.














slaw

 
/slô/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 coleslaw.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dutch 
sla

 , shortened from 
salade

 ‘salad.’






slay1


 
/slā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 kill (a person or animal) in a violent way




•
 
St. George slew the dragon.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 murder (someone) (used chiefly in journalism)




•
 
a man was slain with a shotgun.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 
‹informal›

 greatly impress or amuse (someone)




•
 
you slay me, you really do.

















– origin

 Old English 
slēan

 ‘strike, kill,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
slaan

 and German 
schlagen

 .





slay2


 
/slā/






noun




variant spelling of sley
 .













slayer

 
/ˈslāər/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 someone who kills a person or animal in a violent way




•
 
David, the slayer of Goliath




•
 
a dragon slayer.



















slaying

 
/ˈslāiNG/






noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the killing of a person or animal




•
 
the slaying of a dragon.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the murder of someone (used chiefly in journalism)




•
 
a gangland slaying.



















SLBM






abbreviation




submarine-launched ballistic missile.













SLCM






abbreviation




sea-launched cruise missile.













sld.






abbreviation



1.
 
sailed.




2.
 
sealed.













SLE






abbreviation




systemic lupus erythematosus.













sleaze

 
/slēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
immoral, sordid, and corrupt behavior or material, especially in business or politics




•
 
political campaigns that are long on sleaze and short on substance.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sordid, corrupt, or immoral person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 behave in an immoral, corrupt, or sordid way




•
 
you're the last person who has to sleaze around bars.

















– origin

 1960s: back-formation from sleazy
 .





sleazeball

 
/ˈslēzbôl /

 
sleazebag






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a disreputable, disgusting, or despicable person (also used as a general term of abuse).













sleazebucket

 
/ˈslēzˌbəkət/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a disreputable, disgusting, or despicable person




•
 
you just want to get me into bed, you sleazebucket.



















sleazoid

 
/ˈslēzoid /

 

‹informal chiefly US›


 
sleazo





I.
 
adjective




sleazy, sordid, or despicable




•
 
a sleazoid lawyer.














II.
 
noun




a sleazy, sordid, or despicable person.














sleazy

 
/ˈslēzē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or situation) sordid, corrupt, or immoral.




2.
 
(of a place) squalid and seedy




•
 
a sleazy all-night cafe.










3.
 


‹dated›

 (of textiles and clothing) flimsy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sleazily

 
/ˈslēzəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sleaziness

 
/ˈslēzēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






sled

 
/sled /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vehicle, typically on runners, for conveying goods or passengers over snow or ice, either pushed or pulled, or drawn by horses, dogs, or a motor vehicle.




2.
 
a small lightweight vehicle, either on runners or having a smooth bottom surface, used for sliding downhill over snow or ice.




3.
 
another term for snowmobile
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
go sledding

 )


1.
 
travel or slide downhill over snow on a sled




•
 
I know my kids would love to have one last snowstorm to build a snowman and go sledding




•
 
the two sledded down a snow-covered hill.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
sledde

 ; related to the verb slide
 .






sledding

 
/ˈslediNG/






noun




the activity of traveling or sliding downhill over snow on a sled




•
 
sledding is not allowed on ski trails.



















sled dog






noun




a dog trained to pull a sled, especially as one of a team.














sledge1


 
/slej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vehicle on runners for conveying loads or passengers especially over snow or ice, often pulled by draft animals.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a small lightweight vehicle, either on runners or having a smooth bottom surface, used for sliding downhill over snow or ice; a sled.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry (a load or passengers) on a sledge




•
 
the task of sledging lifeboats across tundra.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 travel or slide downhill over snow on a sled




•
 
they sledged down the slopes in the frozen snow




•
 
children built snowmen and 
went sledging

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from Middle Dutch 
sleedse

 ; related to sled
 . The verb dates from the early 18th cent.





sledge2


 
/slej/





I.
 
noun




a sledgehammer.











– origin

 Old English 
slecg

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘to strike,’ related to slay
 1
 .





sledgehammer

 
/ˈslejˌhamər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, heavy hammer used for such jobs as breaking rocks and driving in fence posts.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — powerful; forceful




•
 
sledgehammer blows.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — ruthless, insensitive, or using unnecessary force




•
 
under his sledgehammer direction, anything of subtlety is swamped.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit with a sledgehammer.













sledging

 
/ˈslejiNG/






noun




British term for sledding
 .














sleek

 
/slēk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of hair, fur, or skin) smooth and glossy




•
 
he was tall, with sleek, dark hair.










2.
 
(of a person or animal) having smooth, glossy skin, hair, or fur, often taken as a sign of physical fitness




•
 
a sleek black cat.










3.
 
(of a person) having a wealthy and well-groomed appearance




•
 
his sleek and elegant sisters.










4.
 
(of an object) having an elegant, streamlined shape or design




•
 
his sleek black car slid through the traffic.










5.
 
ingratiating; unctuous




•
 
she gave Guy a sleek smile to underline her words.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (the hair) smooth and glossy, typically by applying pressure or moisture to it




•
 
her black hair was sleeked down.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sleekly

 
/ˈslēklē /






adverb













2.
 
sleekness

 
/ˈslēknəs /






noun













3.
 
sleeky






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: a later variant of slick
 (adjective and verb).






sleep

 
/slēp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a condition of body and mind such as that which typically recurs for several hours every night, in which the nervous system is relatively inactive, the eyes closed, the postural muscles relaxed, and consciousness practically suspended




•
 
I was on the verge of sleep




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a good night's sleep.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a state compared to or resembling sleep, such as death or complete silence or stillness




•
 
a photograph of the poet in his last sleep.










3.
 
a gummy or gritty secretion found in the corners of the eyes after sleep




•
 
she sat up, rubbing the sleep from her eyes.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rest by sleeping; be asleep




•
 
she slept for half an hour




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sleeping

 )
 
he looked at the sleeping child.










2.
 
be inactive or dormant




•
 
Copenhagen likes to be known as the city that never sleeps.










3.
 


‹literary›

 be at peace in death; lie buried




•
 
he sleeps beneath the silver birches.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide (a specified number of people) with beds, rooms, or places to stay the night




•
 
studios sleeping two people cost $70 a night.










5.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — have sexual intercourse or be involved in a sexual relationship




•
 
I won't 
sleep with

 a man who doesn't respect me.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
one could do something in one's sleep








‹informal›

 one regards something as so easy that it will require no effort or conscious thought to accomplish




•
 
she knew the music perfectly, could sing it in her sleep.















2.
 
get to sleep






manage to fall asleep.









3.
 
go to sleep





a.
 
fall asleep.




b.
 
(of a limb) become numb as a result of prolonged pressure.









4.
 
let sleeping dogs lie








‹proverb›

 avoid interfering in a situation that is currently causing no problems but might do so as a result of such interference.









5.
 
lose sleep






see lose
 .









6.
 
put someone to sleep





a.
 
make someone unconscious by the use of drugs, alcohol, or an anesthetic.




b.
 
(also 
send someone to sleep

 )
 — bore someone greatly.









7.
 
put something to sleep





a.
 
kill an animal, especially an old, sick, or badly injured one, painlessly (used euphemistically).




b.
 


[Computing]

 put a computer on standby while it is not being used, especially in order to reduce power consumption.









8.
 
sleep easy






see easy
 .









9.
 
sleep like a log (or top)






sleep very soundly.









10.
 
sleep on it








‹informal›

 delay making a decision on something until the following day so as to have more time to consider it.









11.
 
the sleep of the just






a deep, untroubled sleep.









12.
 
sleep rough






see rough
 .









13.
 
sleep tight






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — sleep well (said to someone when parting from them at night).









14.
 
sleep with one eye open






sleep very lightly, aware of what is happening around one.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sleep around








‹informal›

 have many casual sexual partners.









2.
 
sleep in





a.
 
remain asleep or in bed later than usual in the morning.




b.
 
sleep by night at one's place of work.









3.
 
sleep something off/away






dispel the effects of or recover from something by going to sleep




•
 
she thought it wise to let him sleep off his hangover.















4.
 
sleep out






sleep outdoors.









5.
 
sleep over








(N. Amer.)

 spend the night at a place other than one's own home




•
 
Katie was asked to sleep over with Jenny.





















– origin

 Old English 
slēp

 , 
slǣp

 (noun), 
slēpan

 , 
slǣpan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
slapen

 and German 
schlafen

 .





sleep-away camp






noun






(US)

 a summer camp at which children stay overnight




•
 
she's spending her first summer at sleep-away camp.



















sleep deprivation






noun




the situation or condition of suffering from a lack of sleep




•
 
the biggest challenge she faced as a new mother was something most parents can relate to—sleep deprivation.



















sleep-deprived






adjective




suffering from a lack of sleep




•
 
late nights and early start times are leading to classrooms full of sleep-deprived students




•
 
if a dog is sleep deprived he may become aggressive.



















sleeper

 
/ˈslēpər/






noun



1.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person or animal who is asleep or who sleeps in a specified way




•
 
he was a light sleeper, for long periods an insomniac.










2.
 
a thing used for or connected with sleeping, in particular




3.
 
a train carrying sleeping cars.




4.
 
a sleeping car, or a berth in one.




5.
 
(often 
sleepers

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 one-piece coverall pajamas for a baby or small child.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sofa or chair that converts into a bed.




7.
 
a movie, book, play, etc., that achieves sudden unexpected success after initially attracting little attention, typically one that proves popular without much promotion or expenditure.




8.
 
an antique whose true value goes unrecognized for some time.




9.
 
(also 
sleeper agent

 )
 — a secret agent who remains inactive for a long period while establishing a secure position.




10.
 


(Brit.)

 a railroad tie.




11.
 
a stocky fish with mottled coloration that occurs widely in warm seas and fresh water.

[
Dormitator

 and other genera, family 
Gobiidae

 (or 
Eleotridae

 ): many species.]













sleeper cell






noun




a secretive group of spies or terrorist agents that remain inactive within a target population until ordered to act.













sleep hygiene






noun




habits and practices that are conducive to sleeping well on a regular basis




•
 
sleep hygiene is the key to sweet dreams.



















sleep-in

 
/ˈslēpˌin/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a domestic employee) resident in an employer's house




•
 
a sleep-in babysitter.














II.
 
noun




a form of protest in which the participants sleep overnight in premises that they have occupied




•
 
a student sleep-in began last night.



















sleep-inducing






adjective




tending to induce sleep; soporific




•
 
skip the booze and opt for beverages and foods that have sleep-inducing effects.



















sleepiness

 
/ˈslēpēnəs/






noun




the state of being sleepy




•
 
long road trips cause fatigue and sleepiness.



















sleeping bag

 
/ˈslēpiNG ˌbaɡ/






noun




a warm lined padded bag to sleep in, especially when camping.













Sleeping Beauty





I.
 
a fairy-tale heroine who slept for a hundred years until woken by the kiss of a prince.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 )
 — applied humorously to a sleeping person




•
 
looks like you've got to wake up now, sleeping beauty.















sleeping car

 
/ˈslēpiNG ˌkär/






noun




a railroad car provided with beds or berths.













sleeping partner

 
/slēpiNG ˈpärtnər/






noun




British term for silent partner
 .













sleeping pill

 
/ˈslēpiNG ˌpil/






noun




a tablet of a drug that helps to induce sleep.














sleeping sickness

 
/slēpiNG ˈsiknis/






noun



1.
 
a tropical disease caused by a parasitic protozoan (trypanosome) that is transmitted by the bite of the tsetse fly. It causes fever, chills, pain in the limbs, and anemia, and eventually affects the nervous system causing extreme lethargy and death.

See also trypanosomiasis
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for encephalitis lethargica
 .













sleep-learning

 
/ˈslēpˌlərniNG/






noun




learning by hearing while asleep, typically by playing a tape recording of what is to be learned.













sleepless

 
/ˈslēpləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or experiencing lack of sleep




•
 
another sleepless night




•
 
Lisa lay sleepless.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 continually active or moving




•
 
the sleepless river.














II.
 
derivatives





sleeplessly

 
/ˈslēpləslē /






adverb





















sleeplessness

 
/ˈslēpləsnəs/






noun




inability to sleep; insomnia




•
 
he began to suffer from bouts of sleeplessness.



















sleep mode






noun






[Electronics]

 a power-saving mode of operation in which devices or parts of devices are switched off until needed.













sleep-out

 
/ˈslēpˌout/






noun




an occasion of sleeping outdoors.













sleepover

 
/ˈslēpˌōvər/






noun




an occasion of spending the night away from home, or of having a guest or guests spend the night in one's home, especially as a party for children.













sleep training






noun




the process of training young children to fall asleep on their own, typically by means of techniques in which the child is left to cry without being comforted, either for gradually increasing periods of time or until they fall asleep




•
 
sleep training can be a source of contention among parents and parenting experts alike.



















sleepwalk

 
/ˈslēpˌwôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk around and sometimes perform other actions while asleep.








II.
 
noun




an instance of walking around while asleep.








III.
 
derivatives





sleepwalker

 
/ˈslēpˌwôkər /






noun





















sleepwear

 
/ˈslēpwer/






noun




pajamas or other clothing suitable for wearing in bed.













sleepy

 
/ˈslēpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
needing or ready for sleep




•
 
the wine had made her sleepy.










2.
 
showing the effects of sleep




•
 
she rubbed her sleepy eyes.










3.
 
inducing sleep; soporific




•
 
the sleepy heat of the afternoon.










4.
 
(of a place) without much activity




•
 
he turned off the road into a sleepy little town.










5.
 
(of a business, organization, or industry) lacking the ability or will to respond to change; not dynamic




•
 
it was once a sleepy subsidiary of Foster & Sykes.














II.
 
derivatives





sleepily

 
/ˈslēpilē /






adverb





















sleepyhead

 
/ˈslēpēˌhed/






noun




a sleepy or inattentive person (usually as a form of address)




•
 
come on, sleepyhead, time to get up.



















Sleepy Hollow






a town in southeastern New York, east of the Hudson River and north of Tarrytown. It is associated with the writings of Washington Irving.









sleet

 
/slēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of precipitation consisting of ice pellets, often mixed with rain or snow.




2.
 


(US)

 a thin coating of ice formed by sleet or rain freezing on contact with a cold surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
it sleets

 , 
it is sleeting

 , etc.)


1.
 
sleet falls




•
 
it was sleeting so hard we could barely see.














III.
 
derivatives





sleety

 
/ˈslēdē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; probably related to Middle Low German 
slōten

 (plural) ‘hail’ and German 
Schlosse

 ‘hailstone.’





sleeve

 
/slēv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a garment that wholly or partly covers a person's arm




•
 
a shirt with the sleeves rolled up.










2.
 
a protective paper or cardboard cover for a record, CD, or DVD.




3.
 
a protective or connecting tube fitting over or enclosing a rod, spindle, or smaller tube.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
up one's sleeve






(of a strategy, idea, or resource) kept secret and in reserve for use when needed




•
 
he was new to the game but had a few tricks up his sleeve.















2.
 
wear one's heart on one's sleeve






see heart
 .












III.
 
derivatives





sleeved

 
/slēvd /






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a cap-sleeved shirt

























– origin

 Old English 
slēfe

 , 
slīef(e)

 , 
slȳf

 ; related to Middle Dutch 
sloove

 ‘covering.’





sleeve board

 
/ˈslēv ˌbô(ə)rd /

 
sleeveboard






noun




a small ironing board over which a sleeve is pulled for pressing.













sleeveless

 
/ˈslēvləs/






adjective




(of a garment) having no sleeves




•
 
a black sleeveless dress.



















sleeve valve

 
/slēv valv/






noun




a valve in the form of a cylinder that slides to cover and uncover an inlet or outlet.













sleigh

 
/slā/





I.
 
noun




a sled drawn by horses or reindeer, especially one used for passengers.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
sleighing

 )


1.
 
ride on a sleigh.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally a North American usage): from Dutch 
slee

 ; related to sled
 .





sleigh bed






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bed resembling a sleigh, with an outward curving headboard and footboard.













sleigh bell

 
/slā bel/






noun




a tinkling bell attached to the harness of a sleigh horse.














sleight

 
/slīt/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the use of dexterity or cunning, especially so as to deceive




•
 
except by 
sleight of

 logic, the two positions cannot be harmonized.














II.
 
phrases





sleight of hand

 
/ˌslīd əv ˈhand /





a.
 
manual dexterity, typically in performing tricks




•
 
a nifty bit of sleight of hand got the ashtray into the correct position.










b.
 
skillful deception




•
 
this is financial sleight of hand of the worst sort.





















– origin

 Middle English 
sleghth

 ‘cunning, skill,’ from Old Norse 
slœgth

 , from 
slœgr

 ‘sly.’





slender

 
/ˈslendər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or part of the body) gracefully thin




•
 
her slender neck.










2.
 
(especially of a rod or stem) of small girth or breadth




•
 
slender iron railings.










3.
 
(of something abstract) barely sufficient in amount or basis




•
 
a slender majority of four.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slenderly

 
/ˈslendərlē /






adverb













2.
 
slenderness

 
/ˈslendərnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





slenderize

 
/ˈslendəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
slenderizing

 )


1.
 
make (a person or a part of their body) appear more slender




•
 
my mother has always held that dark colors are slenderizing.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) lose weight; become slim.




3.
 
reduce the size of (something)




•
 
a campaign promise that he would slenderize the executive branch.



















slept

 
/slept/






past and past participle of sleep
 .










sleuth

 
/slo͞oTH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a detective.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
sleuthing

 )


1.
 
carry out a search or investigation in the manner of a detective




•
 
scientists began their genetic sleuthing for honey mushrooms four years ago.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 investigate (someone or something).











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘track,’ in sleuth-hound
 ): from Old Norse 
slóth

 ; compare with slot
 2
 . Current senses date from the late 19th cent.






sleuth-hound

 
/ˈslo͞oTHhound/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a bloodhound.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹informal›

 an eager investigator; a detective.













S level

 
/es ˈlevəl/





I.
 
noun




(in the UK except Scotland) an examination, or a pass of one, typically taken together with an A level in the same subject, but having a more advanced syllabus.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
Special level

 or (formerly) 
Scholarship level

 .





slew1


 
/slo͞o /

 
slue





I.
 
verb



1.
 
turn or slide violently or uncontrollably in a particular direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the Chevy slewed from side to side in the snow




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he managed to slew the aircraft around before it settled on the runway.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an electronic device) undergo slewing.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a violent or uncontrollable sliding movement




•
 
I was assaulted by the thump and slew of the van.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally in nautical use): of unknown origin.





slew2


 
/slo͞o/






past of slay
 1
 .









slew3


 
/slo͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a large number or quantity of something




•
 
he asked me 
a slew of

 questions.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Irish 
sluagh

 .





slewing

 
/ˈslo͞oiNG/






noun






[Electronics]

 the response of an electronic device to a sudden large increase in input, especially one that causes the device to respond at its maximum rate.













slew rate






noun






[Electronics]

 the maximum rate at which an amplifier can respond to an abrupt change of input level.














sley

 
/slā /

 
slay





I.
 
noun




a tool used in weaving to force the weft into place.











– origin

 Old English 
slege

 ; related to slay
 1
 .






slice

 
/slīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin, broad piece of food, such as bread, meat, or cake, cut from a larger portion




•
 
four 
slices of

 bread




•
 
potato slices.










2.
 
a single serving of pizza, typically one eighth of a pie




•
 
every payday we'd meet at Vinnie's for a beer and a couple of slices.










3.
 
a portion or share of something




•
 
local authorities control a huge slice of public spending.










4.
 


[Golf]

 a stroke that makes the ball curve away to the right (for a left-handed player, the left), typically inadvertently. Compare with hook
 .




5.
 
(in other sports) a shot or stroke made with glancing contact to impart spin.




6.
 
a utensil with a broad, flat blade for lifting foods such as cake and fish.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something, especially food) into slices




•
 
slice the onion into rings




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sliced

 )
 
a sliced loaf.










2.
 
(
slice something off/from

 )
 — cut something or a piece of something off or from (something larger), typically with one clean cut




•
 
he sliced a corner from a fried egg




•
 


‹figurative›

 he sliced 70 seconds off the record.










3.
 
cut with or as if with a sharp implement




•
 
the bomber's wings were slicing the air with some efficiency




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the blade sliced into his palm.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move easily and quickly




•
 
Senna then sliced past Berger to take third place.










5.
 


[Golf]

 strike (the ball) or play (a stroke) so that the ball curves away to the right (for a left-handed player, the left), typically inadvertently.




6.
 
(in other sports) propel (the ball) with a glancing contact to impart spin




•
 
Evans went and sliced a corner into his own net.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
slice and dice






divide a quantity of information up into smaller parts, especially in order to analyze it more closely or in different ways




•
 
each network has analysis teams that slice and dice the exit poll information to find a conclusion.















2.
 
slice of life






a realistic representation of everyday experience in a movie, play, or book.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sliceable






adjective













2.
 
slicer

 
/ˈslīsər /






noun




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a cheese-slicer

























– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘fragment, splinter’): shortening of Old French 
esclice

 ‘splinter,’ from the verb 
esclicier

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
schleissen

 ‘to slice,’ also to slit
 .






slick

 
/slik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or thing) done or operating in an impressively smooth, efficient, and apparently effortless way




•
 
a slick piece of software.










2.
 
smooth and superficially impressive but insincere or shallow




•
 
the brands are backed by slick advertising




•
 
he's a slick con man.










3.
 
(of skin or hair) smooth and glossy




•
 
a dandy-looking dude with a slick black ponytail.










4.
 
(of a surface) smooth, wet, and slippery




•
 
she tumbled back against the slick, damp wall.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an oil slick.




2.
 
a small smear or patch of a glossy or wet substance, especially a cosmetic




•
 
a slick of lip balm.










3.
 
(usu. 
slicks

 )
 — a race car or bicycle tire without a tread, for use in dry weather conditions.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a glossy magazine.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (one's hair) flat, smooth, and glossy by applying water, oil, or cream to it




•
 
his damp hair was slicked back




•
 (
slicked

 )
 
his slicked-down hair.










2.
 
cover with a film of liquid; make wet or slippery




•
 
she woke to find her body slicked with sweat




•
 (
-slicked

 )
 
a rain-slicked road.










3.
 
(
slick someone/something up

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 make someone or something smart, tidy, or stylish.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slickly

 
/ˈsliklē /






adverb













2.
 
slickness

 
/ˈsliknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘glossy’ and ‘make smooth or glossy’): probably from Old English and related to Old Norse 
slíkr

 ‘smooth’; compare with sleek
 .





slickenside

 
/ˈslikənˌsīd/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
slickensides

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 a polished and striated rock surface that results from friction along a fault or bedding plane.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from a dialect variant of the adjective slick
 + side
 .





slicker

 
/ˈslikər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a crook or swindler.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for city slicker
 .




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a raincoat made of smooth material.














slide

 
/slīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move along a smooth surface while maintaining continuous contact with it




•
 
she slid down the bank into the water




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sliding

 )
 
the tank should have a sliding glass cover.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (something) along a surface while maintaining continuous contact with it




•
 
she slid the keys over the table.










3.
 
move smoothly, quickly, or unobtrusively


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I quickly slid into a seat at the back of the hall




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she slid the bottle into her pocket.










4.
 
change gradually to a worse condition or lower level




•
 
the country faces the prospect of sliding from recession into slump.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure with a smooth sloping surface for children to slide down.




2.
 
a smooth stretch or slope of ice or packed snow for sledding on.




3.
 
an act of moving along a smooth surface while maintaining continuous contact with it




•
 
use an ice ax to halt a slide on ice and snow.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 a sliding approach to a base along the ground.




5.
 
a decline in value or quality




•
 
the current slide in house prices.










6.
 
a part of a machine or musical instrument that slides.




7.
 
the place on a machine or instrument where a sliding part operates.




8.
 
slide guitar




•
 
I'd been playing slide for years.










9.
 
(also 
microscope slide

 )
 — a rectangular piece of glass on which an object is mounted or placed for examination under a microscope.




10.
 
a mounted transparency, typically one placed in a projector for viewing on a screen


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a slide show.










11.
 
a sandal or light shoe without a back.








III.
 
phrases





let something slide






negligently allow something to deteriorate




•
 
Papa had let the business slide after Mama's death.


















IV.
 
derivatives





slidable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
slīdan

 (verb); related to sled
 and sledge
 1
 . The noun, first in the sense ‘act of sliding,’ is recorded from the late 16th cent.





slide fastener

 
/slīd ˈfas(ə)nər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a zipper.













slide guitar






noun




a style of guitar playing in which a glissando effect is produced by moving a bottleneck or similar device over the strings, used especially in blues.













Slidell

 
/slīˈdel/






a city in southeastern Louisiana, northeast of New Orleans; pop. 27,183 (est. 2008).









slide projector






noun




a piece of equipment used for displaying photographic slides on a screen.













slider

 
/ˈslīdər/






noun



1.
 
a knob or lever that is moved horizontally or vertically to control a variable, such as the volume of a radio.




2.
 
(usu. 
sliders

 )
 — a sliding door, especially one with a glass panel.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitch that moves laterally as it nears home plate.




4.
 
a small hamburger or other hot sandwich made with a soft bun.




5.
 
a North American freshwater turtle with a red or yellow patch on the side of the head.

[Genus 
Trachemys

 (or 
Pseudemys

 ), family 
Emydidae

 : several species, in particular the 
red-eared slider

 (
T. scripta

 ).]













slide rule

 
/ˈslīd ˌro͞ol/






noun




a ruler with a sliding central strip, marked with logarithmic scales and used for making rapid calculations, especially multiplication and division.













slide show






noun




a presentation supplemented by or based on a series of projected images or photographic slides.













slide valve

 
/slīd valv/






noun




a piece that opens and closes an aperture by sliding across it.













sliding door






noun




a door drawn across an aperture on a groove or suspended from a track, rather than turning on hinges.













sliding scale

 
/ˌslīdiNG ˈskāl/






noun




a scale of fees, taxes, wages, etc., that varies in accordance with variation of some standard.













sliding seat

 
/ˈslīdiNG sēt/






noun




a seat able to slide back and forth on runners, especially one in a racing rowboat used to adjust the length of a stroke.













slight

 
/slīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
small in degree; inconsiderable




•
 
a slight increase




•
 
a slight ankle injury




•
 
the chance of success is very slight.










2.
 
(especially of a creative work) not profound or substantial; somewhat trivial or superficial




•
 
a slight plot.










3.
 
(of a person or their build) not sturdy and strongly built




•
 
she was slight and delicate-looking.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insult (someone) by treating or speaking of them without proper respect or attention




•
 
he was careful not to slight a guest.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 raze or destroy (a fortification).








III.
 
noun




an insult caused by a failure to show someone proper respect or attention




•
 
an unintended slight can create grudges




•
 
he was seething at the 
slight to

 his authority.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
not in the slightest






not at all




•
 
he didn't mind in the slightest.















2.
 
the slightest ——






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — any —— whatsoever




•
 
I don't have the slightest idea.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slightish






adjective













2.
 
slightness

 
/ˈslītnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English; the adjective from Old Norse 
sléttr

 ‘smooth’ (an early sense in English), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
slechts

 ‘merely’ and German 
schlicht

 ‘simple,’ 
schlecht

 ‘bad’; the verb (originally in the sense ‘make smooth or level’), from Old Norse 
slétta

 . The sense ‘treat with disrespect’ dates from the late 16th cent.





slighting

 
/ˈslīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of respect; insulting or disparaging




•
 
slighting references to Irish Catholics.














II.
 
derivatives





slightingly

 
/ˈslīdiNGlē /






adverb





















slightly

 
/ˈslītlē/






adverb



1.
 
to a small degree; not considerably




•
 
he lowered his voice slightly




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
they are all slightly different.










2.
 
(with reference to a person's build) in a slender way




•
 
a slightly built girl.



















Sligo

 
/ˈslīɡō/





I.
 
a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the western part of the province of Connacht.




II.
 
the county town of Sligo, a seaport on Sligo Bay, an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 17,892 (2006).









slim

 
/slim/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their build) gracefully thin; slenderly built (used approvingly)




•
 
her slim figure




•
 
the girls were tall and slim.










2.
 
(of a thing) small in width and typically long and narrow in shape




•
 
a slim gold band encircled her wrist.










3.
 
(of a garment) cut on slender lines; designed to make the wearer appear slim




•
 
a pair of slim, immaculately cut slacks.










4.
 
(of a business or other organization) reduced to a smaller size in the hope that it will become more efficient.




5.
 
(of something abstract, especially a chance or margin) very small




•
 
there was just a slim chance of success




•
 
the evidence is slim.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make oneself thinner by dieting and sometimes exercising




•
 
I need to 
slim down

 a bit




•
 (as 
noun

 
slimming

 )
 
an aid to slimming.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a person or a bodily part) thinner




•
 
how can I 
slim down

 my hips?










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reduce (a business or other organization) to a smaller size in the hope of making it more efficient




•
 
restructuring and 
slimming down

 the organization.














III.
 
noun




African term for AIDS
 .








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slimly






adverb













2.
 
slimness

 
/ˈslimnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Low German or Dutch (from a base meaning ‘slanting, cross, bad’), of Germanic origin. The pejorative sense found in Dutch and German existed originally in the English noun 
slim

 ‘lazy or worthless person.’





slime

 
/slīm/





I.
 
noun




a moist, soft, and slippery substance, typically regarded as repulsive




•
 
the cold stone was wet with slime.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with slime




•
 
what grass remained was slimed over with pale brown mud.

















– origin

 Old English 
slīm

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
slijm

 and German 
Schleim

 ‘mucus, slime,’ Latin 
limus

 ‘mud,’ and Greek 
limnē

 ‘marsh.’





slimeball

 
/ˈslīmbôl/






noun






‹informal›

 a repulsive or despicable person.













slime mold






noun




a simple organism that consists of an acellular mass of creeping jellylike protoplasm containing nuclei, or a mass of amoeboid cells. When it reaches a certain size it forms a large number of spore cases.

[Division 
Myxomycota

 , kingdom 
Fungi

 , in particular the class 
Myxomycetes

 ; also treated as protozoan (phylum 
Gymnomyxa

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]













slim jim






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a very slim person or thing, in particular




2.
 
(
slim jims

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a pair of long narrow trousers.




3.
 
(also 
Slim Jim

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹trademark›

 a long thin variety of smoked sausage.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹trademark›

 a long flexible metal strip with a hooked end, used by car thieves and others for entering a locked vehicle.













slimline

 
/ˈslimˌlīn/






adjective




(of a person or article) slender in design or build




•
 
a slimline phone.



















slimmer

 
/ˈslimər/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person who is dieting to lose weight




•
 
they advise slimmers to get the right fat intake.



















slim volume






noun




a book, typically of verse, by a little-known author.













slimy

 
/ˈslīmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered by or having the feel or consistency of slime




•
 
the thick, slimy mud




•
 
the walls were slimy with lichens.










2.
 


‹informal›

 disgustingly immoral, dishonest, or obsequious




•
 
he was a slimy people-pleaser.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slimily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
sliminess

 
/ˈslīmēnəs /






noun






















sling1


 
/sliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flexible strap or belt used in the form of a loop to support or raise a weight




•
 
the horse had to be supported by a sling fixed to the roof.










2.
 
a bandage or soft strap looped around the neck to support an injured arm




•
 
she had her arm in a sling.










3.
 
a pouch or frame for carrying a baby, supported by a strap around the neck or shoulders.




4.
 
a short length of rope used to provide additional support for the body in rappelling or climbing.




5.
 
a simple weapon in the form of a strap or loop, used to hurl stones or other small missiles.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — suspend or arrange (something), especially with a strap or straps, so that it hangs loosely in a particular position




•
 
a hammock was slung between two trees.










2.
 
carry (something, especially a garment) loosely and casually




•
 
he had his jacket 
slung over

 one shoulder.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 throw; fling (often used to express the speaker's casual attitude)




•
 
sling a few things into your knapsack.










4.
 
hurl (a stone or other missile) from a sling or similar weapon.




5.
 
hoist or transfer (something) with a sling




•
 
horse after horse was slung up from the barges.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
put someone's (or have one's) ass in a sling








(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 cause someone to be (or be) in trouble.









2.
 
sling hash








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 serve food in a cafe or diner.









3.
 
slings and arrows






used with reference to adverse factors or circumstances




•
 
the slings and arrows of outrageous critics.







[with reference to Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 
III

 . i. 58.]












IV.
 
derivatives





slinger

 
/ˈsliNGər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Low German, of symbolic origin; compare with German 
Schlinge

 ‘noose, snare.’ 
Sense

 2 
of the

 verb of the verb is from Old Norse 
slyngva

 .





sling2


 
/sliNG/





I.
 
noun




a sweetened drink of liquor, especially gin, and water.

See also Singapore sling
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





slingback

 
/ˈsliNGbak/






noun




a shoe held in place by a strap around the back of the ankle


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pair of red slingback pumps.




















slingshot

 
/ˈsliNGˌSHät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a forked stick, to which an elastic strap (or a pair of elastic bands connected by a small sling) is fastened to the two prongs, typically used for shooting small stones.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — the effect of the gravitational pull of a celestial body in accelerating and changing the course of another body or a spacecraft.








II.
 
verb




forcefully accelerate or cause to accelerate through use of gravity


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the car would hit the first dip, then slingshot off the second rise




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Jupiter's gravity slingshots the fragments toward Earth.




















slink

 
/sliNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move smoothly and quietly with gliding steps, in a stealthy or sensuous manner




•
 
the fox came slinking through the woods.










2.
 
come or go unobtrusively or furtively




•
 
all his so-called friends have 
slunk off

 .














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slinking movement or walk




•
 
she moved with a sensuous slink.

















– origin

 Old English 
slincan

 ‘crawl, creep’; compare with Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
slinken

 ‘subside, sink.’





slinky

 
/ˈsliNGkē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 graceful and sinuous in movement, line, or figure




•
 
a slinky black evening dress.














II.
 
noun

 — (
Slinky

 )


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a toy consisting of a flexible helical spring that can be made to somersault down steps.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slinkily

 
/ˈsliNGkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
slinkiness

 
/ˈsliNGkēnəs /






noun






















slip1


 
/slip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or animal) slide unintentionally for a short distance, typically losing one's balance or footing




•
 
I slipped on the ice




•
 
he kept slipping in the mud.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a thing) accidentally slide or move out of position or from someone's grasp




•
 
the envelope slipped through Luke's fingers




•
 
a wisp of hair had slipped down over her face.










3.
 
fail to grip or make proper contact with a surface




•
 
the front wheels began to slip




•
 (as 
adj.

 
slipping

 )
 
a badly slipping clutch.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — go or move quietly or quickly, without attracting notice




•
 
we slipped out by a back door.










5.
 
pass or change to a lower, worse, or different condition, typically in a gradual or imperceptible way




•
 
many people feel standards have slipped




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
profits slipped 31 percent.










6.
 
(
be slipping

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be behaving in a way that is not up to one's usual level of performance




•
 
you're slipping, Joe—you need a vacation.










7.
 
(
slip away/by

 )
 — (of time) elapse




•
 
the night was slipping away.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (something) in a particular place or position quietly, quickly, or stealthily




•
 
she slipped the map into her pocket




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I slipped him a ten-spot to keep quiet.










9.
 
(
slip into/out of

 )
 — put on or take off (a garment) quickly and easily.




10.
 
(
slip something in

 )
 — insert a remark smoothly or adroitly into a conversation.




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — escape or get loose from (a means of restraint)




•
 
the giant balloon slipped its moorings.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
slip out

 )
 — (of a remark) be uttered inadvertently.




13.
 
(of a thought or fact) fail to be remembered by (one's mind or memory); elude (one's notice)




•
 
a beautiful woman's address was never likely to slip his mind.










14.
 
release (an animal, typically a hunting dog) from restraint.




15.
 


[Knitting]

 move (a stitch) to the other needle without knitting it.




16.
 
release (the clutch of a motor vehicle) slightly or for a moment.




17.
 
(of an animal) produce (dead young) prematurely; abort.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sliding unintentionally for a short distance




•
 
a single slip could send them plummeting down the mountainside.










2.
 
a fall to a lower level or standard




•
 
a continued slip in house prices.










3.
 
relative movement of an object or surface and a solid surface in contact with it.




4.
 
a reduction in the movement of a pulley or other mechanism due to slipping of the belt, rope, etc.




5.
 
a sideways movement of an aircraft in flight, typically downward toward the center of curvature of a turn.




6.
 


[Geology]

 the extent of relative horizontal displacement of corresponding points on either side of a fault plane.




7.
 
a minor or careless mistake




•
 
the judge made a slip in his summing up.










8.
 
a woman's loose-fitting, dress- or skirt-length undergarment, suspended by shoulder straps (
full slip

 ) or by an elasticized waistband (
half slip

 )




•
 
a silk slip.










9.
 
a slope built leading into water, used for launching and landing boats and ships or for building and repairing them.




10.
 
a space in which to dock a boat or ship, especially between two wharves or piers.




11.
 
(also 
slip leash

 )
 — a leash that enables a dog to be released quickly.




12.
 


[Knitting]

 short for slip stitch
 :




•
 
one color at a time should be knitted in striped slip.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone the slip








‹informal›

 evade or escape from someone.









2.
 
let something slip





a.
 
reveal something inadvertently in the course of a conversation


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
Alex had let slip he was married.










b.
 


‹archaic›

 release a hound from the leash so as to begin the chase




•
 
let slip the dogs of war.















3.
 
let something slip through one's fingers (or grasp)






lose hold or possession of something.









4.
 
slip of the pen (or the tongue)






a minor mistake in writing (or speech).









5.
 
there's many a slip 'twixt cup and lip








‹proverb›

 many things can go wrong between the start of a project and its completion; nothing is certain until it has happened.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
slip away





a.
 
depart without saying goodbye; leave quietly or surreptitiously.




b.
 
slowly disappear; recede or dwindle




•
 
his ability to concentrate is slipping away.










c.
 
die peacefully (used euphemistically)




•
 
he lay there and quietly slipped away.















2.
 
slip something over on








‹informal›

 take advantage of (someone) by trickery.









3.
 
slip up








‹informal›

 make a careless error




•
 
they often slipped up when it came to spelling.





















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘move quickly and softly’): probably from Middle Low German 
slippen

 (verb); compare with slippery
 .





slip2


 
/slip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of paper, typically a form for writing on or one giving printed information




•
 
his monthly salary slip




•
 
complete the tear-off slip below.










2.
 
a long, narrow strip of a thin material such as wood.




3.
 
a cutting taken from a plant for grafting or planting; a scion.








II.
 
phrases





a slip of a ——






used to denote a small, slim person




•
 
you are little more than a slip of a girl.





















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
slippe

 ‘cut, strip.’






slip3


 
/slip/





I.
 
noun




a creamy mixture of clay, water, and typically a pigment, used especially for decorating earthenware.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of obscure origin; compare with Norwegian 
slip(a

 ) ‘slime.’





slipcase

 
/ˈslipkās/






noun




a close-fitting case open at one side or end for an object such as a book.













slip casting





I.
 
noun




the manufacture of ceramics by allowing slip to solidify in a mold.








II.
 
derivatives





slip-cast






adjective





















slipcover

 
/ˈslipˌkəvər/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a removable fitted cloth cover for a chair or sofa.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a jacket or slipcase for a book.













slipform

 
/ˈslipfôrm/






noun




a mold in which a concrete structure of uniform cross section is cast by filling the mold with liquid concrete and then continuously moving and refilling it at a sufficiently slow rate for the emerging part to have partially set.













slip-joint pliers






plural noun




pliers with a slot in one jaw through which the other jaw slides, permitting an adjustable span.













slip knot

 
/slip nät/






noun



1.
 
a knot that can be undone by a pull.




2.
 
a running knot.













slip-on

 
/ˈslip ˌän/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of shoes or clothes) having no (or few) fasteners and therefore able to be put on and taken off quickly.








II.
 
noun




a shoe or garment that can be easily slipped on and off.













slipover

 
/ˈslipˌōvər/





I.
 
noun




a pullover, typically one without sleeves.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a garment) designed to be put on over the head




•
 
a slipover sweater.



















slippage

 
/ˈslipij/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of something slipping or subsiding; the amount or extent of this




•
 
$16 million has been spent on cracks and slippage.










2.
 
failure to meet a standard or deadline: the extent of this




•
 
slippage on any job will entail slippage on the overall project.



















slipped

 
/slipt/






adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of a flower or leaf) depicted with a stalk.













slipped disc

 
/ˌslipt ˈdisk /

 
slipped disk






noun




a vertebral disc that is displaced or partly protruding, pressing on nearby nerves and causing back pain or sciatica.

See disk
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













slipper

 
/ˈslipər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a comfortable slip-on shoe that is worn indoors.




2.
 
a light slip-on shoe, especially one used for dancing.








II.
 
derivatives





slippered

 
/ˈslipərd /






adjective





















slipperette

 
/ˌslipəˈret/






noun






‹trademark›

 a disposable slipper or similar foot covering, especially of a kind distributed to airline passengers.













slipperiness

 
/ˈslip(ə)rēnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being slippery




•
 
a play about the slipperiness of language.



















slipper sock






noun




a thick sock, typically with a leather or vinyl sole, for use as a slipper.














slippery

 
/ˈslip(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a surface or object) difficult to hold firmly or stand on because it is smooth, wet, or slimy




•
 
slippery ice




•
 
her hand was slippery with sweat.










2.
 
(of a person) evasive and unpredictable; not to be relied on




•
 
Martin's a slippery customer.










3.
 
(of a word or concept) elusive in meaning because changing according to one's point of view




•
 
the word “intended” is a decidedly slippery one.














II.
 
phrases





slippery slope






an idea or course of action which will lead to something unacceptable, wrong, or disastrous




•
 
he is on the slippery slope toward a life of crime.


















III.
 
derivatives





slipperily

 
/ˈslipərəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from dialect 
slipper

 ‘slippery.’





slippery elm






noun




a North American elm with coarsely textured leaves and rough outer bark. The mucilaginous inner bark of this tree has long been used medicinally.

[
Ulmus rubra

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 .]













slippy

 
/ˈslipē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 slippery




•
 
the path was slippy with mud




•
 
slippy tires.














II.
 
derivatives





slippiness






noun





















slip ring






noun




a ring in a dynamo or electric motor that is attached to and rotates with the shaft, passing an electric current to a circuit via a fixed brush pressing against it.













slipsheet

 
/ˈslipˌSHēt/






noun






[Printing]

 a sheet of paper placed between newly printed sheets to prevent offset or smudging.













slipshod

 
/ˈslipˌSHäd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(typically of a person or method of work) characterized by a lack of care, thought, or organization




•
 
he'd caused many problems with his slipshod management.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of shoes) worn down at the heel.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘wearing slippers or loose shoes’): from the verb slip
 1
 + shod
 .






slip stitch

 
/slip stiCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in sewing) a loose stitch joining layers of fabric and not visible externally.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Knitting]

 a type of stitch in which the stitches are moved from one needle to the other without being knitted




•
 
a slip-stitch pattern.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew or knit using slip stitches.













slipstone

 
/ˈslipstōn /

 
slip stone






noun




a small rounded or tapered whetstone used to sharpen woodworking tools.













slipstream

 
/ˈslipˌstrēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a current of air or water driven back by a revolving propeller or jet engine.




2.
 
the partial vacuum created in the wake of a moving vehicle, often used by other vehicles in a race to assist in passing.




3.
 
an assisting force regarded as drawing something along behind something else




•
 
when the U.S. economy booms, the rest of the world is pulled along in the slipstream.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially in auto racing) another term for draft
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 verb).




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel in the slipstream of (someone), especially in order to overtake them.













slip-up

 
/ˈslip ˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a mistake or blunder.













slipware

 
/ˈslipwer/






noun




pottery decorated with slip (see slip
 3
 ).













slipway

 
/ˈslipˌwā/






noun




another term for slip
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).














slit

 
/slit/





I.
 
noun




a long, narrow cut or opening




•
 
make a slit in the stem under a bud




•
 
arrow slits.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a long, narrow cut in (something)




•
 
give me the truth or I will slit your throat




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
he slit open the envelope.










2.
 
cut (something) into strips




•
 
a wide recording head magnetizes the tape before it is slit to domestic size.










3.
 
(
past

 slitted)
 — form (one's eyes) into slits; squint.








III.
 
derivatives





slitter






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
slite

 (noun); related to Old English 
slītan

 ‘split, rend’ (of Germanic origin).





slither

 
/ˈsliT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move smoothly over a surface with a twisting or oscillating motion




•
 
I spied a baby adder slithering away.










2.
 
slide or slip unsteadily on a loose or slippery surface




•
 
we slithered down a snowy mountain track.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slithering movement




•
 
a snakelike slither across the grass.














III.
 
derivatives





slithery

 
/ˈsliT͟H(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of the dialect verb 
slidder

 , frequentative from the base of slide
 .





slit lamp






noun






[Medicine]

 a lamp that emits a narrow but intense beam of light, used for examining the interior of the eye.













slit trench

 
/slit trenCH/






noun




a narrow trench for a soldier or a small group of soldiers and their equipment.













Sliven

 
/ˈslivən/






a commercial city in east central Bulgaria, in the foothills of the Balkan Mountains; pop. 94,456 (2008).









sliver

 
/ˈslivər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, thin, narrow piece of something cut or split off a larger piece




•
 


a sliver of

 cheese




•
 


‹figurative›

 there was a sliver of light under his door.










2.
 
a strip of loose untwisted textile fibers produced by carding.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
slivered

 )


1.
 
cut or break (something) into small, thin, narrow pieces




•
 
slivered almonds.










2.
 
convert (textile fibers) into slivers.











– origin

 late Middle English: from dialect 
slive

 ‘cleave.’






slivovitz

 
/ˈslivəˌvits/





I.
 
noun




a type of plum brandy made chiefly in eastern Europe.











– origin

 Croatian 
šljivovica

 , from 
šljiva

 ‘plum;’ compare with sloe
 .





Sloan, John French

 
/slōn/






(1871–1951), US artist. A member of the Ashcan School, he painted scenes of New York City such as in 
“Backyards, Greenwich Village”

 (1914).









slob

 
/släb/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a lazy and slovenly person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slobbish

 
/ˈsläbiSH /






adjective













2.
 
slobby

 
/ˈsläbē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Irish 
slab

 ‘mud,’ from Anglo-Irish 
slab

 ‘ooze, sludge,’ probably of Scandinavian origin.






slobber

 
/ˈsläbər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have saliva dripping copiously from the mouth




•
 
Fido tended to slobber




•
 (as 
adj.

 
slobbering

 )
 
big slobbering kisses.










2.
 
(
slobber over

 )
 — be excessively sentimental; show excessive enthusiasm for




•
 
news executives slobbered over him for autographs




•
 
they took turns slobbering all over the new baby.














II.
 
noun




saliva dripping copiously from the mouth.








III.
 
derivatives





slobbery

 
/ˈsläb(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch 
slobberen

 ‘walk through mud,’ also ‘feed noisily,’ of imitative origin.






sloe

 
/slō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for blackthorn
 .




2.
 
the small bluish-black fruit of the blackthorn, with a sharp sour taste.











– origin

 Old English 
slā(h)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
slee

 and German 
Schlehe

 , from an Indo-European root probably shared by Latin 
livere

 ‘be blue’ and Croatian 
šljiva

 ‘plum;’ compare with slivovitz
 .





sloe-eyed

 
/ˈslō ˌīd/






adjective




having attractive dark, typically almond-shaped eyes.













sloe gin

 
/ˈˌslō ˈjin/






noun




a liqueur made by steeping sloes in gin.














slog

 
/släɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — work hard over a period of time




•
 
they were slogging away to meet a deadline.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — walk or move with difficulty or effort




•
 
he slogged home through the gray slush.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — hit forcefully and typically wildly, especially in boxing




•
 
the fighters were slogging away.










4.
 
(
slog it out

 )
 — fight or compete at length or fiercely.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a spell of difficult, tiring work or traveling




•
 
it would be 
a hard slog

 back to the camp.














III.
 
derivatives





slogger

 
/ˈsläɡər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with slug
 2
 .





slogan

 
/ˈslōɡən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short and striking or memorable phrase used in advertising.




2.
 
a motto associated with a political party or movement or other group.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a Scottish Highland war cry.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
sluagh-ghairm

 , from 
sluagh

 ‘army’ + 
gairm

 ‘shout.’





sloganeer

 
/ˌslōɡəˈnir/





I.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
noun

 
sloganeering

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ or invent slogans, typically in a political context.








II.
 
noun




a person who does this




•
 
as the sloganeers put it: “peace through strength.”



















sloka

 
/ˈslōkə/





I.
 
noun




a couplet of Sanskrit verse, especially one in which each line contains sixteen syllables.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
ṡloka

 ‘noise, praise.’





slo-mo

 
/ˈslōmō /

 
slomo






noun






‹informal›

 short for slow motion
 .













sloop

 
/slo͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a one-masted sailboat with a fore-and-aft mainsail and a jib.




2.
 
(also 
sloop of war

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a small square-rigged sailing warship with two or three masts.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a small antisubmarine warship used for convoy escort in World War II.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
sloep(e

 ), of unknown origin.





sloop-rigged

 
/ˈslo͞opˌriɡd/






adjective




rigged as a sloop.













slop1


 
/släp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) spill or flow over the edge of a container, typically as a result of careless handling




•
 
water slopped over the edge of the sink.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a liquid) to spill over the edge of a container




•
 
in spite of his care he slopped some water.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply or put (something) somewhere in a casual or careless manner




•
 
they spent their weekend slopping on paint.










4.
 
(
slop through

 )
 — wade through (a wet or muddy area)




•
 
they were slopping through paddy fields.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — feed slops to (an animal, especially a pig).




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 speak or write in a sentimentally effusive manner; gush




•
 
she 
slopped over

 her dog.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
slops

 )
 — waste water from a kitchen, bathroom, or chamber pot that has to be emptied by hand




•
 
sink slops.










2.
 
(usu. 
slops

 )
 — semiliquid kitchen refuse, often used as animal food.




3.
 
unappetizing weak, semiliquid food




•
 
they fed us some slop in a bowl.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 sentimental language or material




•
 
country music is not all commercial slop.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘to spill, splash’): probably related to slip
 3
 . Early use of the noun denoted watery mud, the first of the current senses (‘unappetizing food’) dating from the mid 17th cent.





slop2


 
/släp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a workman's loose outer garment.




2.
 
(
slops

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 wide, baggy pants common in the 16th and early 17th centuries, especially as worn by sailors.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 clothes and bedding supplied to sailors by the navy.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 1): from the second element of Old English 
oferslop

 ‘surplice,’ literally ‘(something) slipped over.’






slope

 
/slōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a surface of which one end or side is at a higher level than another; a rising or falling surface




•
 
he slithered helplessly down the slope.










2.
 
a difference in level or sideways position between the two ends or sides of a thing




•
 
the roof should have a slope sufficient for proper drainage




•
 
the backward slope of the chair.










3.
 
(often 
slopes

 )
 — a part of the side of a hill or mountain, especially as a place for skiing




•
 
a ten-minute cable-car ride delivers you to the slopes.










4.
 
the gradient of a graph at any point.




5.
 


[Electronics]

 the transconductance of a valve, numerically equal to the gradient of one of the characteristic curves of the valve.




6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person from Asia, especially Vietnam or elsewhere in Southeast Asia.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a surface or line) be inclined from a horizontal or vertical line; slant up or down




•
 
the garden 
sloped down

 to a stream




•
 
the ceiling sloped.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place or arrange in a sloping position




•
 
Poole sloped his shoulders




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sloped

 )
 
a sloped leather writing surface.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): from the obsolete adverb 
slope

 , a shortening of aslope
 .





slopestyle

 
/ˈslōpˌstīl/






noun




a type of freestyle snowboarding or skiing contest which involves performing a variety of acrobatic maneuvers while negotiating a sloping course featuring rails for sliding and ramps for jumping




•
 
she's also planning to compete in slopestyle, a new event at the Winter Olympics




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the US Grand Prix slopestyle finals.



















sloping

 
/ˈslōpiNG/






adjective




inclined from a horizontal or vertical line




•
 
a sloping floor.



















sloppiness

 
/ˈsläpēnəs/






noun



1.
 
lack of care and organization; excessive casualness




•
 
the task is to expose intellectual sloppiness and fraud




•
 
don't let deadlines be an excuse for sloppiness.










2.
 
the quality of clothing being casual and loose-fitting




•
 
Joseph joined them, apologizing for the sloppiness of his attire.










3.
 
the state of containing too much liquid; wateriness




•
 
the sloppiness of a lobster roll.










4.
 


‹informal›

 weak or foolish sentimentality




•
 
scenes without over-dramatization or sentimental sloppiness.



















sloppy

 
/ˈsläpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
careless and unsystematic; excessively casual




•
 
your speech has always been sloppy.










2.
 
(of a garment) casual and loose-fitting




•
 
she wore a sloppy sweater and jeans.










3.
 
(of semifluid matter) containing too much liquid; watery




•
 
do not make the concrete too sloppy.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of literature or behavior) weakly or foolishly sentimental




•
 
lovers of sloppy romance.














II.
 
derivatives





sloppily

 
/ˈsläpəlē /






adverb





















sloppy joe

 
/släːpēˈjō/






noun






‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a sandwich with a filling of ground beef that has been seasoned with a sauce of tomatoes and spices.














slosh

 
/släSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of liquid in a container) move irregularly with a splashing sound




•
 
water in the boat sloshed around under our feet




•
 


‹figurative›

 there is so much money now 
sloshing around

 in professional tennis.










2.
 
(of a person) move through liquid with a splashing sound




•
 
they sloshed up the tracks in the dank woods.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pour (liquid) clumsily




•
 
she sloshed coffee into a cracked cup.














II.
 
noun




an act or sound of splashing




•
 
the distant slosh of the washing machine in the basement.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of the noun slush
 .





sloshed

 
/släSHt/






adjective






‹informal›

 drunk




•
 
I drank a lot of wine and got sloshed.



















sloshy

 
/ˈsläSHē/






adjective



1.
 
wet and sticky; slushy




•
 
the hoofprints are sloshy depressions.










2.
 


‹informal›

 excessively sentimental; sloppy




•
 
the program is a sloshy and patronizing affair.



















slot1


 
/slät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow aperture or slit in a machine for something to be inserted




•
 
he slid a coin into the slot of the jukebox.










2.
 
a groove or channel into which something fits or in which something works, such as one in the head of a screw.




3.
 
an allotted place in an arrangement or plan such as a broadcasting schedule




•
 
a late-night television slot




•
 
landing slots at O'Hare.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (something) into a long, narrow aperture




•
 
he slotted a cassette into the tape machine




•
 
the plates come in sections that can be 
slotted together

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be placed or able to be placed into a slot




•
 
the processors will slot into a personal computer.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘slight depression running down the middle of the chest,’ surviving as a Scots term): from Old French 
esclot

 , of obscure origin.






slot2


 
/slät/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
slots

 )


1.
 
the track of a deer, visible as slotted footprints in soft ground.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
esclot

 ‘hoofprint of a horse,’ probably from Old Norse 
slóth

 ‘trail’; compare with sleuth
 .





Slot

 
/slät/






(
the Slot

 )
 — name given in World War II by US forces to New Georgia Sound, in the central Solomon Islands. Japanese forces trying to defend Guadalcanal were seen as coming consistently down this passage from the northwest.









slotback

 
/ˈslätˌbak/






noun






[Football]

 an offensive back who is positioned between the tackle and the split end.













slot car

 
/ˈslät ˌkär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an electrically driven miniature race car that travels in a slot in a track.













sloth

 
/slôTH slōTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
reluctance to work or make an effort; laziness




•
 
he should overcome his natural sloth and complacency.










2.
 
a slow-moving tropical American mammal that hangs upside down from the branches of trees using its long limbs and hooked claws.

[Families 
Bradypodidae

 (three species of 
three-toed sloth

 in genus 
Bradypus

 ) and 
Megalonychidae

 (two species of 
two-toed sloth

 in genus 
Choloepus

 ), order 
Xenarthra

 (or 
Edentata

 ).]











– origin

 Old English: from slow
 + -th
 2
 .





sloth bear

 
/slôTH slōTH be(ə)r/






noun




a shaggy-coated nocturnal Indian bear that uses its long curved claws for hanging upside down like a sloth and for opening termite mounds to feed on the insects.

[
Melursus ursinus

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]













slothful

 
/ˈslôTHfəl ˈslōTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




lazy




•
 
fatigue made him slothful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slothfully

 
/ˈsläTHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
slothfulness

 
/ˈsläTHfəlnəs /






noun






















slot machine

 
/ˈslät məˌSHēn/






noun



1.
 
a machine worked by the insertion of a coin, in particular




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gaming machine that generates random combinations of symbols on a dial, certain combinations winning varying amounts of money for the player.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a vending machine selling small items.













slotted

 
/ˈslädəd/






adjective



1.
 
having one or more long, narrow apertures or slits




•
 
a horizontally slotted window




•
 
a structure that has slotted sides to release smoke and heat.










2.
 
having a groove or channel into which something fits




•
 
a slotted screwdriver.



















slotted spoon

 
/ˈslädəd spo͞on/






noun




a large spoon with slots or holes for draining liquid from food.













slouch

 
/slouCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stand, move, or sit in a lazy, drooping way




•
 
he slouched against the wall




•
 (
be slouched

 )
 
he was slouched in his chair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 bend one side of the brim of (a hat) downward.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a lazy, drooping posture or movement




•
 
his stance was a round-shouldered slouch.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an incompetent person




•
 
my brother was no slouch at making a buck.










3.
 
a downward bend of a hat brim.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘lazy, slovenly person’): of unknown origin. 
Slouching

 was used to mean ‘hanging down, drooping’ (specifically describing a hat with a brim hanging over the face), and ‘having an awkward posture’ from the 17th cent.





slouch hat

 
/ˈslouCH ˌhat/






noun




a hat with a wide flexible brim.













slouchy

 
/ˈslouCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an item of clothing) soft and relatively unstructured; not tight-fitting or rigid in shape




•
 
slouchy black suede boots




•
 
slouchy cashmere socks.










2.
 
characterized by a lazy, drooping posture




•
 
I followed three slouchy teenagers through the door.














II.
 
derivatives





slouchiness






noun





















slough1


 
/slou slo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swamp.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a side channel or inlet, or a natural channel that is only sporadically filled with water.




3.
 
a situation characterized by lack of progress or activity




•
 
the economic slough of the interwar years.














II.
 
derivatives





sloughy

 
/ˈsləfē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
slōh

 , 
slō(g)

 , of unknown origin.





slough2


 
/sləf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
slough something off

 )
 — shed or remove (a layer of dead skin)




•
 
a snake sloughs off its old skin




•
 
exfoliate once a week to slough off any dry skin.










2.
 
get rid of (something undesirable or no longer required)




•
 
he is concerned to slough off the country's bad environmental image.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
slough off

 )
 — (of dead skin) drop off; be shed.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
slough away/down

 )
 — (of soil or rock) collapse or slide into a hole or depression.








II.
 
noun




the dropping off of dead tissue from living flesh




•
 
the drugs can cause blistering and slough.














III.
 
derivatives





sloughy

 
/ˈsləfē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a skin, especially the outer skin shed by a snake): perhaps related to Low German 
slu(we

 ) ‘husk, peel.’ The verb dates from the early 18th cent.






Slough of Despond

 
slough of despond





I.
 
noun




a state of hopeless depression




•
 
while everyone is having a blast I am sinking into the Slough of Despond.

















– origin

 the name of a deep boggy place in John Bunyan's 
The Pilgrim's Progress

 between the City of Destruction and the gate at the beginning of Christian's journey.






Slovak

 
/ˈslōväk ˈslōvak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Slovakia, or a person of Slovak descent.




2.
 
the West Slavic language of Slovakia, closely related to Czech.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Slovaks or their language.











– origin

 the name in Slovak, from a Slavic root shared with Slovene
 and perhaps related to 
slovo

 ‘word.’





Slovakia

 
/slōˈväkēə/







1.
 
a country in central Europe; pop. 5,463,000 (est. 2009); capital, Bratislava; languages, Slovak (official) and Hungarian.





Slovakia was dominated by Hungary until it declared independence in 1918 and united with the Czech-speaking areas of Bohemia and Moravia to form Czechoslovakia. The eastern of the two constituent republics of Czechoslovakia, Slovakia became independent on the partition of that country on January 1, 1993. It joined NATO and the EU in 2004.









Slovakian

 
/slōˈväkēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to Slovakia or its people or language




•
 
a display of traditional Slovakian folk dancing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Slovakia




•
 
the Slovakians put on a great match.










2.
 
the West Slavonic language spoken by Slovakians




•
 
the natural rhythms of Slovakian.



















sloven

 
/ˈsləvən/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a person who is habitually messy or careless.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘person with base manners’): perhaps from Flemish 
sloef

 ‘dirty’ or Dutch 
slof

 ‘careless, negligent.’






Slovene

 
/ˈslōvēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Slovenia, or a person of Slovene descent.




2.
 
the South Slavic language of the Slovenes.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Slovenia, its people, or their language.











– origin

 from Slovene 
Slovenec

 , from a Slavic root shared with Slovak
 and perhaps related to 
slovo

 ‘word.’





Slovenia

 
/slōˈvēnēə/





I.
 
a country in southeastern Europe; pop. 2,005,700 (est. 2009); capital, Ljubljana; official language, Slovene.





Slovenia formed part of the Austrian empire and in 1919 was ceded to the kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (named Yugoslavia from 1929) of which it remained a constituent republic until it declared its independence in 1991. It joined NATO and the EU in 2004.





Slovenian

 
/slōˈvēnēən/






noun, adjective




another term for Slovene
 .













slovenly

 
/ˈsləvənlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person or their appearance) messy and dirty




•
 
he was upbraided for his slovenly appearance.










2.
 
(especially of a person or action) careless; excessively casual




•
 
slovenly speech.














II.
 
derivatives





slovenliness

 
/ˈsləvənlēnis ˈslävənlēnis /






noun






















slow

 
/slō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
moving or operating, or designed to do so, only at a low speed; not quick or fast




•
 
a time when diesel cars were slow and noisy




•
 
a slow dot-matrix printer.










2.
 
taking a long time to perform a specified action




•
 
she was a slow reader




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
large organizations can be slow to change.










3.
 
lasting or taking a long time




•
 
a slow process




•
 
the journey home was slow.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — not allowing or intended for fast travel




•
 
the slow lane.










5.
 
(of a playing field) likely to make the ball bounce or run slowly or to prevent competitors from traveling fast.




6.
 
[
predic.

 or as 
complement

 ]
 — (of a clock or watch) showing a time earlier than the correct time




•
 
the clock was five minutes slow.










7.
 
not prompt to understand, think, or learn




•
 
he's so slow, so unimaginative.










8.
 
uneventful and rather dull




•
 
a slow and mostly aimless narrative.










9.
 
(of business) with little activity; slack




•
 
sales were slow.










10.
 


[Photography]

 (of a film) needing long exposure.




11.
 
(of a lens) having a small aperture.




12.
 
(of a fire or oven) burning or giving off heat gently




•
 
bake the dish in a preheated slow oven.














II.
 
adverb




at a slow pace; slowly




•
 
the train went slower and slower




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a slow-moving river.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reduce one's speed or the speed of a vehicle or process




•
 
the train slowed to a halt




•
 
investment has 
slowed down






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he slowed the car.










2.
 
(
slow down/up

 )
 — live or work less actively or intensely




•
 
I wasn't feeling well and had to slow down.














IV.
 
phrases





slow but sure






not quick but achieving the required result eventually




•
 
a slow but sure increase in the price of gold.


















V.
 
derivatives





slowish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
slāw

 ‘slow-witted, sluggish,’ of Germanic origin. / 
usage:

 The word 
slow

 is normally used as an adjective (a 
slow

 learner; the journey was 
slow

 ). It is also used as an adverb in certain specific contexts, including compounds such as 
slow-acting

 and 
slow-moving

 and in the expression 
go slow

 . Other adverbial use is informal and usually regarded as nonstandard, as in he drives too 
slow

 and go as 
slow

 as you can. In such contexts, standard English uses 
slowly

 instead. The use of 
slow

 and 
slowly

 in this respect contrasts with the use of 
fast

 , which is completely standard in use as both an adjective and an adverb; there is no word '
fastly

 '.





slowcoach

 
/ˈslōˌkōCH/






noun






‹informal›

 British term for slowpoke
 .













slow cooker

 
/slō ˈko͝okər/






noun




a large electric pot used for cooking food, especially stews, very slowly.













slowdown

 
/ˈslōˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
an act of slowing down




•
 
a traffic slowdown in the passing lane.










2.
 
a decline in economic activity.













slow drag





I.
 
noun




a slow blues rhythm or piece of music.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance to a slow drag.













slow food





I.
 
noun




food that is produced or prepared in accordance with local culinary traditions, typically using high-quality locally sourced ingredients.











– origin

 1970s: contrasted with fast food
 .





slow jam






noun






‹informal›

 (chiefly in R & B pop music) a slow, romantic song




•
 
if slow jams are your thing, then this CD really does the trick.



















slowly

 
/ˈslōlē/





I.
 
adverb




at a slow speed; not quickly




•
 
they moved forward slowly.














II.
 
phrases





slowly but surely






achieving the desired results gradually and reliably rather than quickly and spectacularly




•
 
the new church began, slowly but surely, to grow.





















usage:

 See usage at slow
 .





slow march

 
/slō märCH/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a military marching pace approximately half the speed of the quick march.













slow match

 
/slō maCH/






noun






‹historical›

 a slow-burning wick or cord for lighting explosives.














slow motion

 
/ˈˌslō ˈmōSHən/






noun




the action of showing film or playing back video more slowly than it was made or recorded, so that the action appears slower than in real life




•
 
the scene was shown 
in slow motion






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a slow-motion sequence.



















slow-moving

 
/ˌslōˈmo͞oviNG/






adjective




slow in movement or action




•
 
the slow-moving hands of a clock




•
 
the early part of the movie is slow-moving, with very little action.



















slowness

 
/ˈslōnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of moving or operating at a low speed




•
 
Elizabeth made her way upstairs with painful slowness




•
 
the slowness of the car.










2.
 
the quality of taking a long time




•
 
the minutes passed with agonizing slowness




•
 
people complained about the slowness of the service.










3.
 
lack of understanding or intellect; dullness




•
 
he was mocked for his slowness in class.




















slow neutron






noun




a neutron with low kinetic energy, especially after moderation.














slowpoke

 
/ˈslōˌpōk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who acts or moves slowly




•
 
we were yelling for the slowpokes to catch up.



















slow-scan

 
/ˈslōˌskan/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Telecommunications]

 scanning at a much slower rate than usual, so that the resulting signal has a much smaller bandwidth




•
 
a slow-scan transmission.




















slow track






noun




a route or method that results in slow progress




•
 
a slow track to economic and monetary union.







Compare with fast track
 .













slow-twitch

 
/ˈslōˌtwiCH/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Physiology]

 (of a muscle fiber) contracting slowly, providing endurance rather than strength.













slow virus






noun




a virus or viruslike organism that multiplies slowly in the host organism and has a long incubation period.













slow-witted

 
/ˌslōˈwidəd/






adjective




slow to understand, think, or learn; stupid




•
 
the slow-witted interviewer failed to pounce on his remarks.




















slow-worm

 
/slō wərm/





I.
 
noun




a small snakelike Eurasian legless lizard that is typically brownish or copper-colored and that gives birth to live young.

Also called blindworm
 . [
Anguis fragilis

 , family 
Anguidae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
slāwyrm

 , from 
slā-

 (of uncertain origin) + 
wyrm

 ‘snake.’





SLR






abbreviation



1.
 
self-loading rifle.




2.
 
single-lens reflex.













slub1


 
/sləb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lump or thick place in yarn or thread.




2.
 
fabric woven from yarn or thread containing lumps or thick spots.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of fabric) having an irregular appearance caused by uneven thickness of the warp.








III.
 
derivatives





slubbed






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





slub2


 
/sləb/





I.
 
noun




wool that has been slightly twisted in preparation for spinning.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
twist (wool) in preparation for spinning.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





sludge

 
/sləj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
thick, soft, wet mud or a similar viscous mixture of liquid and solid components, especially the product of an industrial or refining process.




2.
 
dirty oil, especially in the sump of an internal combustion engine.




3.
 
sea ice newly formed in small pieces.








II.
 
derivatives





sludgy

 
/ˈsləjē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of uncertain origin; compare with slush
 .






slug1


 
/sləɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tough-skinned terrestrial mollusk that typically lacks a shell and secretes a film of mucus for protection. It can be a serious plant pest.

See also sea slug
 . [Order 
Stylommatophora

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]




2.
 
a slow, lazy person; a sluggard.




3.
 
an amount of an alcoholic drink, typically liquor, that is gulped or poured




•
 
he took 
a slug of

 whiskey.







[mid 18th cent.: figuratively from 
sense

 4 
of the

 noun.]




4.
 
an elongated, typically rounded piece or metal




•
 
the reactor uses embedded 
slugs of

 uranium.










5.
 
a counterfeit coin; a token.




6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bullet, especially one of lead.




7.
 
a missile for an air gun.




8.
 
a line of type in Linotype printing.




9.
 


[Printing]

 a metal bar used in spacing.




10.
 


[Computing]

 a part of a URL which identifies a particular page on a website in a form readable by users




•
 
writers can edit the slug that will become an article or page URL.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink (something, typically alcohol) in a large draft; swig




•
 
she picked up her drink and slugged it straight back.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Norwegian dialect 
slugg

 ‘large heavy body.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 18th cent.






slug2


 
/sləɡ /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone) with a hard blow




•
 
he was the one who'd get slugged.










2.
 
(
slug it out

 )
 — settle a dispute or contest by fighting or competing fiercely




•
 
they went outside to slug it out.














II.
 
noun




a hard blow.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with the verb slog
 .





slugabed

 
/ˈsləɡəˌbed/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹archaic›

 a lazy person who stays in bed late.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the rare verb 
slug

 ‘be lazy or slow’ + abed
 .





slugfest

 
/ˈsləɡˌfest/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a tough and challenging contest, especially in sports such as boxing and baseball.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from slug
 2
 + -fest
 .






sluggard

 
/ˈsləɡərd/





I.
 
noun




a lazy, sluggish person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sluggardliness






noun













2.
 
sluggardly

 
/ˈsləɡərdlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from the rare verb 
slug

 ‘be lazy or slow’ + -ard
 .





slugger

 
/ˈsləɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person who throws hard punches




•
 
with one smashing left hook, the slugger punched his way to a world light-heavyweight title.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 a player who consistently hits for power




•
 
his best pitch is his curve, which many sluggers swing at too early.



















sluggish

 
/ˈsləɡiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
slow-moving or inactive




•
 
a sluggish stream.










2.
 
lacking energy or alertness




•
 
Alex woke late feeling tired and sluggish.










3.
 
slow to respond or make progress




•
 
the car had been sluggish all morning.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sluggishly

 
/ˈsləɡiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
sluggishness

 
/ˈsləɡiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from the noun slug
 1
 or the verb 
slug

 (see sluggard
 ) + -ish
 1
 .





sluice

 
/slo͞os/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
sluice gate

 )
 — a sliding gate or other device for controlling the flow of water, especially one in a lock gate.




2.
 
(also 
sluiceway

 )
 — an artificial water channel for carrying off overflow or surplus water.




3.
 
(in gold mining) a channel or trough constructed with grooves into which a current of water is directed in order to separate gold from the sand or gravel containing it.




4.
 
an act of rinsing or showering with water




•
 
a sluice with cold water.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash or rinse freely with a stream or shower of water




•
 
she sluiced her face in cold water




•
 
crews 
sluiced down

 the decks of their ship.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of water) pour, flow, or shower freely




•
 
the waves sluiced over them.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
escluse

 ‘sluice gate,’ based on Latin 
excludere

 ‘exclude.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





slum

 
/sləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a squalid and overcrowded urban street or district inhabited by very poor people.




2.
 
a house or building unfit for human habitation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 spend time at a lower social level than one's own through curiosity or for charitable purposes




•
 
rich tourists slumming among the quaintly dangerous natives.










2.
 
(
slum it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 put up with conditions that are less comfortable or of a lower quality than one is used to




•
 
businessmen are having to slum it in aircraft economy class seats.














III.
 
derivatives





slummer

 
/sləmər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally slang, in the sense ‘room’): of unknown origin.





slumber

 
/ˈsləmbər /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sleep




•
 
Sleeping Beauty slumbered in her forest castle




•
 


‹figurative›

 the village street slumbered under the afternoon sun.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
slumbers

 )


1.
 
a sleep




•
 
scaring folk from their slumbers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
slumberer






noun













2.
 
slumbrous

 
/ˈsləmb(ə)rəs /

 
slumberous






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: alteration of Scots and northern English 
sloom

 , in the same sense. The 
-b-

 was added for ease of pronunciation.





slumberland

 
/ˈsləmbərˌland/






noun






‹literary›

 
‹humorous›

 the state of being asleep.













slumber party

 
/ˈsləmbər ˈpärdē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a party, typically for preteen or teenage girls, in which all the guests spend the night at the house where the party is held.













slumgullion

 
/ˌsləmˈɡəlyən/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 cheap or insubstantial stew.













slumlord

 
/ˈsləmˌlôrd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a landlord of slum property, especially one who profiteers.













slummy

 
/ˈsləmē/





I.
 
adjective




full of slums, or resembling a slum




•
 
a slummy neighborhood.














II.
 
derivatives





slumminess






noun





















slump

 
/sləmp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — sit, lean, or fall heavily and limply, especially with a bent back




•
 
she slumped against the cushions




•
 (
be slumped

 )
 
Denis was slumped in his seat.










2.
 
undergo a sudden severe or prolonged fall in price, value, or amount




•
 
land prices slumped.










3.
 
fail or decline substantially




•
 
the Giants 
slumped to

 an 8–8 record.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden severe or prolonged fall in the price, value, or amount of something




•
 
a slump in annual profits.










2.
 
a prolonged period of abnormally low economic activity, typically bringing widespread unemployment.




3.
 
a period of substantial failure or decline




•
 
the organization's recent slump.














III.
 
derivatives





slumpy






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘fall into a bog’): probably imitative and related to Norwegian 
slumpe

 ‘to fall.’





slung

 
/sləNG/






past and past participle of sling
 1
 .









slung shot






noun




a hard object, such as a metal ball, attached by a strap or thong to the wrist and used as a weapon.













slunk

 
/sləNGk/






past and past participle of slink
 .









slur

 
/slər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak (words or speech) indistinctly so that the sounds run into one another




•
 
he was slurring his words like a drunk.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of words or speech) be spoken so the sounds run into one another




•
 
his speech was beginning to slur.










3.
 
pass over (a fact or aspect) so as to conceal or minimize it




•
 
essential attributes are being 
slurred over

 or ignored.










4.
 


[Music]

 perform (a group of two or more notes) legato


(as 
adj.

 
slurred

 )


•
 
a group of slurred notes.










5.
 
mark (notes) with a slur.




6.
 


(chiefly US)

 make damaging or insulting insinuations or allegations about




•
 
try and slur the integrity of the police to secure an acquittal.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an insinuation or allegation about someone that is likely to insult them or damage their reputation




•
 
the comments were a 
slur on

 the staff




•
 
a racial slur.










2.
 
an act of speaking indistinctly so that sounds or words run into one another or a tendency to speak in such a way




•
 
there was a mean slur in his voice.










3.
 


[Music]

 a curved line used to show that a group of two or more notes is to be sung to one syllable or played or sung legato.











– origin

 Middle English: originally as noun in sense ‘thin, fluid mud,’ later as verb meaning ‘smear, smirch’ and ‘disparage (a person),’ later ‘gloss over (a fault).’





slurb

 
/slərb/





I.
 
noun




an area of unplanned, poorly constructed suburban development.




•
 
many visitors leave with the image of the region being a land of sprawling slurbs jammed with millions of people.

















– origin

 1960s: blend of 
sl-

 (from 
sloppy

 , 
sleazy

 , etc., or 
slum

 ) and suburb
 .





slurp

 
/slərp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat or drink (something) with a loud sloppy sucking noise




•
 
she slurped her coffee




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he slurped noisily from a wine cup.














II.
 
noun




a loud sucking sound made while eating or drinking




•
 
she drank it down with a loud slurp.














III.
 
derivatives





slurpy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
slurpen

 .





slurry

 
/ˈslərē/





I.
 
noun




a semiliquid mixture, typically of fine particles of manure, cement, or coal suspended in water.











– origin

 late Middle English: related to dialect 
slur

 ‘thin mud,’ of unknown origin.






slush

 
/sləSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
partially melted snow or ice




•
 
the snow was turning into brown slush in the gutters.










2.
 
watery mud.




3.
 


‹informal›

 excessive sentiment




•
 
the slush of Hollywood's romantic fifties films.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a squelching or splashing sound




•
 
there was water slushing around in the galley.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably imitative; compare with slosh
 .





slush fund

 
/ˈsləSH ˌfənd/





I.
 
noun




a reserve of money used for illicit purposes, especially political bribery.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally nautical slang denoting money collected to buy luxuries, from the sale of 
slush

 , the refuse grease from the meat cooked aboard ship.





slush pile






noun






‹informal›

 a stack of unsolicited manuscripts that have been sent to a publishing company for consideration.













slushy

 
/ˈsləSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling, consisting of, or covered with slush




•
 
slushy snow.










2.
 


‹informal›

 excessively sentimental




•
 
slushy novels.














II.
 
derivatives





slushiness






noun





















slut

 
/slət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a woman who has many casual sexual partners.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 
‹dated›

 a woman with low standards of cleanliness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sluttish

 
/ˈslədiSH /






adjective













2.
 
sluttishness

 
/ˈslədiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





slut-shame






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stigmatize (a woman) for engaging in behavior judged to be promiscuous or sexually provocative




•
 
she was slut-shamed for wearing a bikini




•
 
you can't talk about sex without getting gossiped about or slut-shamed.



















slut shaming






noun




the action or fact of stigmatizing a woman for engaging in behavior judged to be promiscuous or sexually provocative




•
 
some of the criticism smacks of slut shaming




•
 
while it certainly touches on gender double standards and slut shaming, it's not what the film is about per se.



















SLV






abbreviation




standard launch vehicle.













sly

 
/slī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a cunning and deceitful nature




•
 
she had a sly personality.










2.
 
(of a remark, glance, or facial expression) showing in an insinuating way that one has some secret knowledge that may be harmful or embarrassing




•
 
he gave a sly grin.










3.
 
(of an action) surreptitious




•
 
a sly sip of water.














II.
 
phrases





on the sly






in a secretive fashion




•
 
she was drinking on the sly.


















III.
 
derivatives





slyness

 
/ˈslīnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘dexterous’): from Old Norse 
slœgr

 ‘cunning,’ originally ‘able to strike,’ from the verb 
slá

 ; compare with sleight
 .





slyboots

 
/ˈslīˌbo͞ots/






noun






‹informal›

 a sly person.













slyly

 
/ˈslīlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a cunning and deceitful or manipulative manner




•
 
he slyly manipulates votes.










2.
 
in a way that suggests some secret knowledge that may be harmful or embarrassing; knowingly




•
 
the president smiled slyly, unable to mask a look of triumph.



















slype

 
/slīp/





I.
 
noun




a covered way or passage between a cathedral transept and the chapter house or deanery.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps a variant of dialect 
slipe

 ‘long narrow piece of ground.’





Sm






symbol




the chemical element samarium.













SM






abbreviation



1.
 
service mark.




2.
 
(also 
S & M

 )
 — sadomasochism.




3.
 
sergeant major.




4.
 
short meter.













sm.






abbreviation




small.













S-M

 
s-m
 , S/M
 , s/m






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
S&M

 )
 — sadomasochism.




2.
 
sadomasochistic.













SMA






abbreviation




Surplus Marketing Administration.














smack1


 
/smak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp slap or blow, typically one given with the palm of the hand




•
 
she gave Mark a smack across the face.










2.
 
a loud, sharp sound made by a slap or similar action




•
 
she closed the ledger with a smack.










3.
 
a loud kiss




•
 
I was saluted with two hearty smacks on my cheeks.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone or something), typically with the palm of the hand and as a punishment




•
 
Jessica smacked his face quite hard.










2.
 
smash, drive, or put forcefully into or onto something




•
 
he smacked a fist into the palm of a black-gloved hand.










3.
 
part (one's lips) noisily in eager anticipation or enjoyment of food, drink, or other pleasures.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 crack (a whip).








III.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 in a sudden and violent way




•
 
I ran smack into the back of a parked truck.










2.
 


‹informal›

 exactly; precisely




•
 
our mother's house was smack in the middle of the city.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘part (one's lips) noisily’): from Middle Dutch 
smacken

 , of imitative origin; compare with German 
schmatzen

 ‘eat or kiss noisily.’





smack2


 
/smak/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
smack of

 )


1.
 
have a flavor of; taste of




•
 
the tea smacked of peppermint.










2.
 
suggest the presence or effects of (something wrong or unpleasant)




•
 
the whole thing smacks of a cover-up.














II.
 
noun

 — (
a smack of

 )


1.
 
a flavor or taste of




•
 
anything with even a modest smack of hops dries the palate.










2.
 
a trace or suggestion of




•
 
I hear the smack of collusion between them.

















– origin

 Old English 
smæc

 ‘flavor, smell,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
smaak

 and German 
Geschmack

 .





smack3


 
/smak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fishing boat, often one equipped with a well for keeping the caught fish alive.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a single-masted sailboat used for fishing or coastal commerce.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Dutch 
smak

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





smack4


 
/smak/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 heroin.











– origin

 1940s: probably an alteration of Yiddish 
schmeck

 ‘a sniff.’






smack5


 
/smak/






noun

 — (in phrase 
talk smack

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 speak insultingly of someone, especially to intentionally rankle them.













smack dab






adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exactly; precisely




•
 
here I am in Bolivia, smack dab in the heart of South America.



















smackdown

 
/ˈsmakˌdoun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a bitter contest or confrontation




•
 
the age-old man versus Nature smackdown.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a decisive or humiliating defeat or setback.











– origin

 1990s: from smack
 1
 .





smacker

 
/ˈsmakər /

 
smackeroo






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a dollar




•
 
it set me back fifteen smackers.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a loud kiss.













smack talk

 
smack talking





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 insulting speech, especially when intended to irritate or annoy someone




•
 
a game like this promotes smack talk.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
smack-talk

 )


1.
 
use insulting speech, especially to irritate or annoy someone




•
 
I'm here to smack-talk with two old college pals




•
 (as 
adj.

 
smack-talking

 )
 
just another story on smack-talking celebs.














III.
 
derivatives





smack talker

 
smack-talker






noun






















small

 
/smôl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a size that is less than normal or usual




•
 
the room was small and quiet




•
 
the small hill that sheltered the house.










2.
 
not great in amount, number, strength, or power




•
 
a small amount of money.










3.
 
not fully grown or developed; young




•
 
as a small boy, he spent his days either reading or watching TV.










4.
 
used as the first letter of a word that has both a general and a specific use to show that in this case the general use is intended




•
 
I meant “catholic” with a small c.










5.
 
insignificant; unimportant




•
 
these are small points.










6.
 
(of a voice) lacking strength and confidence




•
 
“I'm scared,” she said in a small voice.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — little; hardly any




•
 
the captain had been paying small attention.










8.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a business or its owner) operating on a modest scale




•
 
a small farmer.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 low or inferior in rank or position; socially undistinguished




•
 
at dinner, some of the smaller neighbors were invited.














II.
 
noun

 — (
smalls

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 small items of clothing, especially underwear.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
into small pieces




•
 
the okra cut up small.










2.
 
in a small size




•
 
you shouldn't write so small.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
feel (or look) small






feel (or look) contemptibly weak or insignificant.









2.
 
it's a small world






used to express surprise at meeting an acquaintance or discovering a personal connection in a distant place or an unexpected context.









3.
 
no small ——






a good deal of ——




•
 
a matter of no small consequence.















4.
 
the small of the back






the part of a person's back where the spine curves in at the level of the waist.









5.
 
small potatoes








‹informal›

 something insignificant or unimportant




•
 
her business was small potatoes.















6.
 
small wonder






not very surprising




•
 
it's small wonder that her emotions had seesawed.





















– origin

 Old English 
smæl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
smal

 and German 
schmal

 .





small arms

 
/ˈˌsmôl ˈärmz/






plural noun




portable firearms, especially rifles, pistols, and light machine guns.













small beer






noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a thing that is considered unimportant




•
 
even with $10,000 to invest, you are still small beer for most stockbrokers.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 weak beer.













small-boned






adjective




(of a person or animal) of smaller than average build




•
 
a delicate, small-boned young woman.



















small-bore

 
/ˈˌsmôl ˈˌbô(ə)r/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a firearm with a narrow bore, in international and Olympic shooting generally .22 inch caliber.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 trivial; unimportant




•
 
small-bore economic issues.



















small-cap

 
/ˈsmôlˌkap/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Finance]

 denoting or relating to the stock of a company with a small capitalization.













small capital






noun




a capital letter that is of the same height as a lowercase x in the same typeface, as 
THIS

 .













small change

 
/ˈˌsmôl ˈCHānj/






noun



1.
 
coins of low value.




2.
 
a thing that is considered trivial




•
 
his wrongdoings were small change compared to a lot of happenings in the city.



















small claims court

 
/smôl klāmz kôrt/






noun




a local court in which claims for small sums of money can be heard and decided quickly and cheaply, without legal representation.













small craft






noun




a small boat or fishing vessel.













small forward






noun






[Basketball]

 a forward who is typically smaller than a power forward, and is often more agile and a better shot.













small fry

 
/ˈsmôl ˌfrī/






plural noun



1.
 
young fish, animals, or children.




2.
 
insignificant people or things




•
 
high-ranking officials escaped prosecution while numerous small fry were imprisoned.



















smallholding

 
/ˈsmôlhōldiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an agricultural holding smaller than a farm.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the practice of farming a smallholding




•
 
cooperation with neighbors is the key to successful smallholding.














II.
 
derivatives





smallholder

 
/ˈsmôlhōldər /






noun





















small hours

 
/smôl ou(ə)rz/






plural noun

 — (
the small hours

 )


1.
 
another way of saying the wee hours
 (see wee
 ).














small intestine

 
/smôl inˈtestən/






noun




the part of the intestine that runs between the stomach and the large intestine; the duodenum, jejunum, and ileum collectively.













smallish

 
/ˈsmôliSH/






adjective




fairly small




•
 
a smallish town




•
 
a smallish crowd.



















small letter






noun




a lowercase letter, as distinct from a capital letter.













small-minded

 
/ˈsmôl ˌmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing rigid opinions or a narrow outlook; petty.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
small-mindedly






adverb













2.
 
small-mindedness

 
/ˌsmôl ˈmīndidnis /






noun





















smallmouth

 
/ˈsmôlˌmouTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the smallmouth bass.

See black bass
 .













smallness

 
/ˈsmôlnəs/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being of a size that is less than normal or usual




•
 
her delicate smallness was conducive to her career as a dancer




•
 
the relative smallness of the screen results in a sharp picture.










2.
 
the quality of being small in amount or number




•
 
he expressed astonishment at the smallness of the salaries




•
 
the relative smallness of the population.










3.
 
the quality of being insignificant or weak




•
 
we feel our smallness and vulnerability in this vastness.




















smallpox

 
/ˈsmôlˌpäks/






noun




an acute contagious viral disease, with fever and pustules usually leaving permanent scars. It was effectively eradicated through vaccination by 1979.

Also called variola
 .













small print

 
/ˌsmôl ˈprint/






noun




another term for fine print
 .













small-scale

 
/ˈsmôl ˈˌskāl/






adjective




of limited size or extent




•
 
a small-scale research project




•
 
small-scale manufacturing.



















small screen

 
/smôl skrēn/






noun

 — (
the small screen

 )


1.
 
television as a medium




•
 
transplanting the timeless values of good literature to the small screen.



















small slam






noun






[Bridge]

 the bidding and winning of twelve of the thirteen tricks.













small-sword

 
/ˈsmôlˌsôrd/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a light, tapering thrusting sword used for fencing or dueling.













small talk

 
/ˈsmôl ˌtôk/






noun




polite conversation about unimportant or uncontroversial matters, especially as engaged in on social occasions




•
 
propriety required that he face these people and 
make small talk

 .



















small-time

 
/ˈsmôl ˈˌtīm/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 unimportant; minor




•
 
a small-time gangster.














II.
 
derivatives





small-timer

 
/ˌsmôl ˈtīmər /






noun





















small-town

 
/ˈˌsmôl ˈtoun/






adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of a small town, especially as considered to be unsophisticated or petty




•
 
small-town gossip.



















smalt

 
/smôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 glass colored blue with cobalt oxide.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a pigment made by pulverizing smalt glass.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
smalto

 , of Germanic origin; related to smelt
 1
 .





smaltite

 
/ˈsmôltīt/





I.
 
noun




a metallic-gray mineral consisting chiefly of cobalt arsenide, typically occurring as cubic or octahedral crystals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
smaltine

 (a rare word with the same sense) + -ite
 1
 .





smarm

 
/smärm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 behave in an ingratiating way in order to gain favor




•
 
I 
smarmed my way

 into the air force.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — smooth down (one's hair), especially with water, oil, or gel




•
 
he had 
smarmed

 his hair 
down

 .














II.
 
noun




ingratiating behavior




•
 
it takes a combination of smarm and confidence to persuade them.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally dialect in the sense ‘smear, bedaub’): of unknown origin.





smarmy

 
/ˈsmärmē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 ingratiating and wheedling in a way that is perceived as insincere or excessive




•
 
a smarmy, unctuous reply.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smarmily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
smarminess






noun






















smart

 
/smärt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 having or showing a quick-witted intelligence




•
 
if he was that smart he would never have been tricked.










2.
 
(of a device) programmed so as to be capable of some independent action




•
 
hi-tech smart weapons.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 showing impertinence by making clever or sarcastic remarks




•
 
don't get smart or I'll whack you one.










4.
 
(of a person) clean, neat, and well-dressed




•
 
you look very smart.










5.
 
(of clothes) attractively neat and stylish




•
 
a smart blue skirt.










6.
 
(of a thing) bright and fresh in appearance




•
 
a smart green van.










7.
 
(of a person or place) fashionable and upscale




•
 
a smart restaurant.










8.
 
quick; brisk




•
 
I gave him a smart salute.










9.
 
painfully severe




•
 
a dog that snaps is given a smart blow.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a wound or part of the body) cause a sharp, stinging pain




•
 
the wound was smarting




•
 (as 
adj.

 
smarting

 )
 
Susan rubbed her smarting eyes.










2.
 
(of a person) feel upset and annoyed




•
 
chiefs of staff are still smarting from the government's cuts.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
(
smarts

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intelligence; acumen




•
 
I don't think I have the smarts for it.










2.
 
sharp stinging pain




•
 
the smart of the recent blood-raw cuts.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 mental pain or suffering




•
 
sorrow is the effect of smart, and smart the effect of faith.














IV.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in a quick or brisk manner




•
 
it is better for tenants to be compelled to pay up smart.














V.
 
phrases





(as) smart as a whip








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 very quick-witted and intelligent




•
 
despite some of the things he says, he's smart as a whip.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smartingly






adverb













2.
 
smartness

 
/ˈsmärtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
smeortan

 (verb); related to German 
schmerzen

 ; the adjective is related to the verb, the original sense (late Old English) being ‘causing sharp pain’; from this arose ‘keen, brisk,’ whence the current senses of ‘mentally sharp’ and ‘neat in a brisk, sharp style.’






smart aleck

 
/ˈsmärd ˌalək /

 

‹informal›


 
smart alec





I.
 
noun




a person who is irritating because they behave as if they know everything.








II.
 
adjective




irritating as a result of behaving as if one knows everything




•
 
a smart-aleck answer.














III.
 
derivatives





smart-alecky






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from smart
 + 
Aleck

 , diminutive of the given name 
Alexander

 .





smart-ass

 
/ˈsmärdas/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is irritating because they behave as if they know everything.













smart bomb






noun




a radio-controlled or laser-guided bomb, often with a built-in computer.













smart card

 
/ˈsmärt ˌkärd/






noun




a plastic card with a built-in microprocessor, used typically for electronic processes such as financial transactions and personal identification.













smart casual






adjective




(of clothes) neat, conventional, yet relatively informal in style, especially as worn to conform to a particular dress code




•
 
think of a smart casual outfit as one that you'd wear for a movie or dinner date




•
 
the staples of the basic smart-casual wardrobe.



















smart dust






noun




a collection of microelectromechanical systems forming a simple computer in a container light enough to remain suspended in air, used mainly for information gathering in environments that are hostile to life.













smarten

 
/ˈsmärtn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) smarter in appearance




•
 
he spent part of the proceeds on 
smartening up

 his office.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
smarten up

 )
 — acquire more common sense; behave more wisely




•
 
if you don't smarten up soon, you'll find yourself out on the street.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
smarten up

 )
 — make one's appearance smarter




•
 
I'd like to smarten up and shave.



















smart grid






noun




an electricity supply network that uses digital communications technology to detect and react to local changes in usage




•
 
smart grids are a key component in the EU energy strategy.



















smart growth






noun




planned economic and community development that attempts to curb urban sprawl and worsening environmental conditions.













smart home






noun




a home equipped with lighting, heating, and electronic devices that can be controlled remotely by phone or computer.




•
 
you can contact your smart home on the Internet to make sure the dinner is cooked, the central heating is on, the curtains are drawn, and a gas fire is roaring in the grate when you get home.



















smartly

 
/ˈsmärtlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a manner showing quick-witted intelligence or skill




•
 
a smartly conceived menu




•
 
the action sequences are smartly executed.










2.
 
in an attractively neat and stylish manner




•
 
he was dressed smartly in his suit




•
 
the men were smartly groomed.










3.
 
in a fashionable and upmarket style




•
 
the restaurant is smartly decorated




•
 
the smartly furnished house.










4.
 
in a quick or brisk manner




•
 
we marched smartly to the main assembly hall.



















smart mob






noun




a group of people who assemble, move, or act collectively by using mobile phones or other wireless devices to communicate.




•
 
smart mobs, moving from party to party with each new reported celebrity sighting.



















smart money

 
/smärt ˈmənē/






noun



1.
 
money bet or invested by people with expert knowledge




•
 
the smart money in entertainment is invested in copyright.










2.
 
knowledgeable people collectively




•
 
the smart money in music programming is abandoning pop.



















smart mouth

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




an ability or tendency to make impertinent retorts; impudence




•
 
why do you hide behind that smart mouth all the time?














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make impudent remarks to someone.








III.
 
derivatives





smart-mouthed






adjective






















smartphone

 
/ˈsmärtˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a mobile phone that performs many of the functions of a computer, typically having a touchscreen interface, Internet access, and an operating system capable of running downloaded applications.











– origin

 1980s (first referring to a telephone enhanced with computer technology): from smart
 and phone
 1
 .





smart quotes






plural noun






[Computing]

 quotation marks that, although all keyed the same, are automatically interpreted and set as opening or closing marks rather than vertical lines.













smart set






noun

 — (
the smart set

 )


1.
 
fashionable people considered as a group.













smart tag






noun




an electronic tag with an embedded RFID device, attached to an object for the purposes of tracking or storing data relating to its use.













smartwatch

 
/ˈsmärtwäCH, ˈsmärtwôCH/






noun




a mobile device with a touchscreen display, designed to be worn on the wrist




•
 
the main benefit of a smartwatch is that it keeps you constantly updated without having to whip out your smartphone.



















smartweed

 
/ˈsmärtˌwēd/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a plant of the dock family, typically having slender leaves and a short spike of tiny compact flowers.

[Genus 
Polygonum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 : several species.]













smarty

 
/ˈsmärdē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a know-it-all or a smart aleck.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a smartly dressed person; a member of the smart set.













smarty-pants

 
/ˈsmärdē ˌpants/






noun




another term for smarty
 (
sense

 1).














smash

 
/smaSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — violently break (something) into pieces




•
 
the thief smashed a window to get into the car




•
 
gone are the days when he 
smashed up

 hotels.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be violently broken into pieces; shatter




•
 
the glass ball smashed instantly on the pavement.










3.
 
violently knock down or crush inward




•
 
soldiers 
smashed down

 doors.










4.
 
crash and severely damage (a vehicle)




•
 
my Volvo's been 
smashed up

 .










5.
 
hit or attack (someone) very violently




•
 
Donald smashed him over the head.










6.
 
easily or comprehensively beat (a record)




•
 
he smashed the course record.










7.
 
completely defeat, destroy, or foil (something regarded as hostile or dangerous)




•
 
a deliberate attempt to smash the union movement.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move so as to hit or collide with something with great force and impact




•
 
their plane smashed into a mountainside.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in sports) strike (the ball) or score (a goal, run, etc.) with great force




•
 
he smashed that one into the bleachers for another two-run homer.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in tennis, badminton, and similar sports) strike (the ball or shuttlecock) downward with a hard overhand stroke.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or sound of something smashing




•
 
he heard the smash of glass.










2.
 
a violent collision or impact between vehicles




•
 
a car smash.










3.
 
a violent blow




•
 
a forearm smash.










4.
 
a stroke in tennis, badminton, and similar sports in which the ball is hit downward with a hard overhand volley.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a bankruptcy or financial failure.




6.
 
(also 
smash hit

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very successful song, film, show, or performer




•
 
a box-office smash.










7.
 
a mixture of liquors (typically brandy) with flavored water and ice.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a noun): probably imitative, representing a blend of words such as 
smack

 , 
smite

 with 
bash

 , 
mash

 , etc.





smashed

 
/smaSHt/






adjective



1.
 
violently or badly broken or shattered




•
 
a smashed collarbone.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 very drunk




•
 
when they go back to the barracks, the single men get smashed.



















smasher

 
/ˈsmaSHər/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a very attractive or impressive person or thing




•
 
his wife is a smasher.










2.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 — a person or device that breaks something up




•
 
riot police had clashed with window smashers.



















smashing

 
/ˈsmaSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 excellent; wonderful




•
 
you look smashing!














II.
 
derivatives





smashingly






adverb





















smash-mouth






adjective, adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
[Sport]

 (of a style of play) aggressive and confrontational




•
 
we're coming into this game ready to play smash-mouth because we know that's the type of game it's going to be.



















smash-up

 
/ˈsmaSH ˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 a violent collision, especially of cars.













smattering

 
/ˈsmadəriNG /

 
smatter





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight superficial knowledge of a language or subject




•
 
Edward had only 
a smattering of

 Spanish.










2.
 
a small amount of something




•
 


a smattering of

 snow.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from 
smatter

 ‘talk ignorantly, prate’ (surviving in Scots), of unknown origin.





smaze

 
/smāz/






noun




a mixture of smoke and haze.













SME






abbreviation




small to medium-sized enterprise, a company with no more than 500 employees.














smear

 
/smir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat or mark (something) messily or carelessly with a greasy or sticky substance




•
 
his face was 
smeared with

 dirt.










2.
 
spread (a greasy, oily, or sticky substance) over something




•
 
Barbara smeared peanut butter on a slice of bread.










3.
 
messily blur the outline of (something such as writing or paint); smudge




•
 
her lipstick was smeared.










4.
 
damage the reputation of (someone) by false accusations; slander




•
 
someone was trying to smear her by faking letters.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark or streak of a greasy or sticky substance




•
 
there was an oil smear on his jacket.










2.
 
a sample of material spread thinly on a microscope slide for examination, typically for medical diagnosis




•
 
the smears were stained for cryptosporidium.










3.
 
a false accusation intended to damage someone's reputation




•
 
the media were indulging in unwarranted smears.










4.
 


[Climbing]

 an insecure foothold.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smeary

 
/ˈsmirē /






adjective













2.
 
smearer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
smierwan

 (verb), 
smeoru

 ‘ointment, grease,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
schmieren

 (verb), 
Schmer

 (noun).





smear campaign

 
/smi(ə)r kamˈpān/






noun




a plan to discredit a public figure by making false or dubious accusations.














smectic

 
/ˈsmektik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or involving a state of a liquid crystal in which the molecules are oriented in parallel and arranged in well-defined planes.

Compare with nematic
 .








II.
 
noun




a smectic substance.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
smēktikos

 ‘cleansing’ (because of the soaplike consistency).





smectite

 
/ˈsmektīt/





I.
 
noun




a type of clay mineral (e.g., montmorillonite) that undergoes reversible expansion on absorbing water.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
smēktis

 ‘fuller's earth’ + -ite
 1
 .





smegma

 
/ˈsmeɡmə/





I.
 
noun




a sebaceous secretion in the folds of the skin, especially under a man's foreskin.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
smēgma

 ‘soap,’ from 
smēkhein

 ‘cleanse.’






smell

 
/smel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty or power of perceiving odors or scents by means of the organs in the nose




•
 
a highly developed sense of smell




•
 
dogs locate the bait by smell.










2.
 
a quality in something that is perceived by the faculty of smell; an odor or scent




•
 
lingering kitchen smells




•
 
a smell of coffee.










3.
 
an unpleasant odor




•
 
twenty-seven cats lived there—you can imagine the smell!










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of inhaling in order to ascertain an odor or scent




•
 
have a smell of this.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perceive or detect the odor or scent of (something)




•
 
I think I can smell something burning.










2.
 
sniff at (something) in order to perceive or detect its odor or scent




•
 
the dogs smell each other.










3.
 
(
smell something out

 )
 — detect or discover something by the faculty of smell




•
 
his nose can smell out an animal from ten miles away.










4.
 
detect or suspect (something) by means of instinct or intuition




•
 
he can smell trouble long before it gets serious




•
 
he can 
smell out

 weakness in others.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — emit an odor or scent of a specified kind




•
 
it 
smelled like

 cough medicine




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
the food smelled and tasted good




•
 (
-smelling

 )
 
pungent-smelling food.










6.
 
have a strong or unpleasant odor




•
 
if I don't get a bath soon I'll start to smell




•
 


it smells

 in here.










7.
 
appear in a certain way; be suggestive of something




•
 
it 
smells like

 a hoax to me.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
smell blood






discern weakness or vulnerability in an opponent.









2.
 
smell a rat








‹informal›

 suspect trickery or deception.









3.
 
smell the roses








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 enjoy or appreciate what is often ignored.









4.
 
smell something up






permeate an area with a bad smell




•
 
he smelled up the whole house.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smellable






adjective













2.
 
smeller






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





smelling salts

 
/ˈsmeliNG ˌsôlts/






plural noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a pungent substance sniffed as a restorative in cases of faintness or headache, typically consisting of ammonium carbonate mixed with perfume.













smelly

 
/ˈsmelē/





I.
 
adjective




having a strong or unpleasant smell




•
 
smelly feet.














II.
 
derivatives





smelliness

 
/ˈsmelēnəs /






noun






















smelt1


 
/smelt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
smelting

 )


1.
 
extract (metal) from its ore by a process involving heating and melting




•
 
tin smelting.










2.
 
extract a metal from (ore) by smelting.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
smelten

 ; related to the verb melt
 .





smelt2


 
/smelt/






past and past participle of smell
 .










smelt3


 
/smelt/





I.
 
noun




a small silvery fish that lives in both marine and fresh water and is sometimes fished commercially, in particular

[● a fish of the northern hemisphere (family 
Osmeridae

 : 
Osmerus

 and other genera). ● a fish of Australasian waters (family 
Retropinnidae

 : several genera).]











– origin

 Old English; obscurely related to various European names of fish; compare with smolt
 .





smelter

 
/ˈsmeltər/






noun



1.
 
an installation or factory for smelting a metal from its ore.




2.
 
a person engaged in the business of smelting.













Smersh

 
/smərSH/





I.
 
the popular name for the Russian counterespionage organization responsible for maintaining security within the Soviet armed and intelligence services.







– origin

 abbreviation of Russian 
Smertʹ shpionam

 , literally ‘death to spies.’





smetana

 
/ˈsmet(ə)nə/





I.
 
noun




sour cream.











– origin

 Russian, from 
smetatʹ

 ‘sweep off.’





Smetana, Bedřich

 
/ˈsmetn-ə/






(1824–84), Czech composer. He was dedicated to the cause of Czech nationalism, as is apparent in his operas such as 
The Bartered Bride

 (1866), and in his cycle of symphonic poems 
Ma Vlast (“My Country”

 1874–79).









smew

 
/smyo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a small migratory merganser of northern Eurasia, the male of which has white plumage with a crest and fine black markings.

[
Mergus albellus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: obscurely related to Dutch 
smient

 ‘wigeon’ and German 
Schmeiente

 ‘small wild duck.’





SMH





I.
 
abbreviation






‹informal›

 shaking (or shake) my head (used in electronic communication to express disapproval, exasperation, frustration, etc.)




•
 
They'll do anything for ratings. SMH




•
 
SMH at your silly remarks




•
 
I can both understand the outrage and SMH at it.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: sometimes also interpreted as short for 
so much hate

 .





smidge

 
/smij/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for smidgen
 :




•
 
a smidge over five foot two.




















smidgen

 
/ˈsmijin /

 
smidgeon
 , smidgin





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a small amount of something




•
 
add 
a smidgen of

 cayenne.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Scots 
smitch

 in the same sense.





smilax

 
/ˈsmīlaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely distributed climbing shrub with hooks and tendrils. Several South American species yield sarsaparilla from their roots, and some are cultivated as ornamentals.

[Genus 
Smilax

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]




2.
 
a climbing asparagus, the decorative foliage of which is used by florists.

[
Asparagus asparagoides

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek.






smile

 
/smīl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form one's features into a pleased, kind, or amused expression, typically with the corners of the mouth turned up and the front teeth exposed




•
 
she was smiling




•
 
he 
smiled at

 Shelley




•
 (as 
adj.

 
smiling

 )
 
smiling faces.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (a feeling) by smiling




•
 
he smiled his admiration of the great stone circle.










3.
 
(
smile at/on/upon

 )
 — regard favorably or indulgently




•
 
at first fortune smiled on him.










4.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
smiling

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 (especially of a landscape) have a bright or pleasing aspect




•
 
smiling groves and terraces.














II.
 
noun




a pleased, kind, or amused facial expression, typically with the corners of the mouth turned up and the front teeth exposed




•
 
he flashed his most winning smile




•
 
she greeted us all with a smile.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be all smiles








‹informal›

 (of a person) look very cheerful and pleased, especially in contrast to a previous mood.









2.
 
come up smiling








‹informal›

 recover from adversity and cheerfully face what is to come.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smiler

 
/ˈsmīlər /






noun













2.
 
smilingly

 
/ˈsmīliNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps of Scandinavian origin; related to smirk
 .





smiley

 
/ˈsmīlē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 smiling; cheerful




•
 
he drew a smiley face.














II.
 
noun




(in electronic communications) a symbol that represents a smiling face, typically formed by the characters :-) and used to indicate that the writer is pleased or joking.













Smiley, Jane

 
/ˈsmīlē/






(1949–), US writer; full name 
Jane Graves Smiley

 . She wrote 
A Thousand Acres

 (Pulitzer Prize, 1991), as well as 
Moo

 (1995), 
The All-True Travels and Adventures of Lidie Newton

 (1998), and 
Horse Heaven

 (2000).










smirch

 
/smərCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) dirty; soil




•
 
the window was smirched by heat and smoke.










2.
 
discredit (a person or their reputation); taint




•
 
I am not accustomed to having my honor smirched.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a dirty mark or stain.




2.
 
a blot on someone's character; a flaw.











– origin

 late 15th cent.






smirk

 
/smərk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smile in an irritatingly smug, conceited, or silly way




•
 
he smirked in triumph.














II.
 
noun




a smug, conceited, or silly smile




•
 
Gloria pursed her mouth in a self-satisfied smirk.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smirker






noun













2.
 
smirkily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













3.
 
smirkingly






adverb













4.
 
smirky






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sme(a)rcian

 , from a base shared by smile
 . The early sense was ‘to smile’; it later gained a notion of smugness or silliness.





smit

 
/smit /

 

‹archaic›







past participle of smite
 .










smite

 
/smīt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 strike with a firm blow




•
 
he smites the water with his sword.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 defeat or conquer (a people or land)




•
 
he may smite our enemies.










3.
 
(usu. 
be smitten

 )
 — (especially of disease) attack or affect severely




•
 
various people had been 
smitten with

 untimely summer flu.










4.
 
(
be smitten

 )
 — be strongly attracted to someone or something




•
 
she was so 
smitten with

 the boy.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a heavy blow or stroke with a weapon or the hand.








III.
 
derivatives





smiter






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
smītan

 ‘to smear, blemish,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
smijten

 and German 
schmeissen

 ‘to fling.’






smith

 
/smiTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a worker in metal.




2.
 
short for blacksmith
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (metal) by heating, hammering, and forging it




•
 
tin-bronze was cast into ingots before being smithed into bracelets.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
smid

 and German 
Schmied

 .





-smith






combining form




denoting a person skilled in creating something with a specified material




•
 
goldsmith




•
 
wordsmith.



















Smith, Adam

 
/smiTH/






(1723–90), Scottish economist and philosopher. Often regarded as the founder of modern economics, he advocated minimal state interference in economic matters and discredited mercantilism. His works include 
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations

 (1776).









Smith, Alfred Emanuel






(1873–1944), US politician. He served as governor of New York 1919–20 and 1923–28 and was a Democratic presidential candidate in 1928, losing to Republican Herbert Hoover.









Smith, Bessie






(1894–1937), US blues singer. She became a leading artist in the 1920s and made over 150 recordings, including some with Benny Goodman and Louis Armstrong. She was involved in a car accident and died after being refused admission to a “whites only” hospital.









Smith, Dame Maggie






(1934–), British stage and movie actress; full name 
Margaret Natalie Smith

 . Notable movies: 
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

 (1969), 
California Suite

 (1978), 
A Room with a View

 (1985), 
Gosford Park

 (2001), and the Harry Potter films.









Smith, David






(1906–65), US sculptor; full name 
David Roland Smith

 . His early works were marked by recurring motifs of human violence and greed. These later gave way to a calmer, more monumental style, as in the 
Cubi

 series.









Smith, Dean






(1931–), US college basketball coach; full name 
Dean Edwards Smith

 . He coached the University of North Carolina team from 1961 until 1997, establishing a career record of 879 wins and 254 losses. He also coached the 1976 US Olympic basketball team to a gold medal.









Smith, Ian






(1919–2007), Rhodesian statesman; prime minister 1964–79; full name 
Ian Douglas Smith

 . In 1965 he issued a unilateral declaration of independence (UDI) from Britain because he would not agree to black majority rule. He eventually resigned in 1979.









Smith, John






(c.1580–1631), American colonist; born in England. One of the leading promoters of English colonization in America, he helped to found the colony of Jamestown in 1607 and served as its president 1608–09. When captured by Indians from Powhatan's tribe, he was rescued by Pocahontas, Powhatan's daughter.









Smith, Joseph






(1805–44), US religious leader and founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (the Mormons). In 1827, according to his own account, he was led by divine revelation to find the sacred texts written by the prophet 
Mormon

 , which he published as 
The Book of Mormon

 in 1830. He founded the Mormon Church in the same year and later established a large community in Illinois, where he was arrested and murdered by a mob.









Smith, Kate






(1909–86), US singer; full name 
Kathryn Elizabeth Smith

 . She began 
The Kate Smith Show

 on radio in 1931 with her theme song 
“When the Moon Comes Over the Mountain.”

 In 1938, she introduced Irving Berlin's 
“God Bless America,”

 which also became her trademark song.









Smith, Margaret Chase






(1897–1995), US politician. A Republican from Maine, she was a member of the US House of Representatives 1940–1949 and a US senator 1949–73, making her the first woman to serve in both houses of Congress.









Smith & Wesson

 
/ˌsmiTH ənd ˈwesən/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of firearm, in particular a type of revolver.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Horace 
Smith

 (1808–93) and Daniel B. 
Wesson

 (1825–1906), founders of a US firm of gunsmiths.





smithereens

 
/ˌsmiT͟Həˈrēnz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 small pieces




•
 
a grenade blew him 
to smithereens

 .

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably from Irish 
smidirín

 .





smithery

 
/ˈsmiTHərē/






noun




the work of or goods made by a smith.













Smithfield

 
/ˈsmiTHfēld/






a town in southern Virginia, in the Tidewater, known for its production of ham; pop. 7,034 (est. 2008).









Smithfield ham






noun




a dry-cured ham produced near Smithfield, Virginia, from hogs that have fed on hickory nuts, acorns, and peanuts.














Smithsonian Institution

 
/ˌsmiTHˌsōnēən ˌinstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/






a foundation for scientific research, established in 1836 and based in Washington, DC. It operates more than a dozen museums and institutes in Washington and other cities. It originated with a bequest in the will of English chemist and mineralogist James Smithson (1765–1829).









smithsonite

 
/ˈsmiTHsəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellow, gray, or green mineral consisting of zinc carbonate typically occurring as crusts or rounded masses.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name 
Smithson

 (see Smithsonian Institution
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





Smithtown

 
/ˈsmiTHtoun/






a residential town on the northern shore of Long Island in New York; pop. 121,162 (est. 2008).









smithy

 
/ˈsmiTHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blacksmith's workshop; a forge.




2.
 
a blacksmith.











– origin

 Middle English, from Old Norse 
smithja

 .





smitten

 
/ˈsmitn/






past participle of smite
 .









SMN






abbreviation




seaman.













smock

 
/smäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose dress or blouse, with the upper part closely gathered in smocking.




2.
 
a loose garment worn over one's clothes to protect them




•
 
an artist's smock.










3.
 
(also 
smock-frock

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a smocked linen overgarment worn by an agricultural worker.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
smocked

 )


1.
 
decorate (something) with smocking




•
 
smocked dresses.

















– origin

 Old English 
smoc

 ‘woman's loose-fitting undergarment’; probably related to Old English 
smūgan

 ‘to creep’ and Old Norse 
smjúga

 ‘put on a garment, creep into.’ The use of the verb as a needlework term dates from the late 19th cent.





smocking

 
/ˈsmäkiNG/






noun




decoration on a garment created by gathering a section of the material into tight pleats and holding them together with parallel stitches in an ornamental pattern.














smog

 
/smäɡ smôɡ/





I.
 
noun




fog or haze combined with smoke and other atmospheric pollutants.








II.
 
derivatives





smoggy






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of smoke
 and fog
 1
 .






smoke

 
/smōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a visible suspension of carbon or other particles in air, typically one emitted from a burning substance




•
 
bonfire smoke.










2.
 
an act of smoking tobacco




•
 
I'm dying for a smoke.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a cigarette or cigar.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — emit smoke or visible vapor




•
 
heat the oil until it just smokes




•
 (as 
adj.

 
smoking

 )
 
they huddled around his smoking fire in the winter damp.










2.
 
inhale and exhale the smoke of tobacco or a drug




•
 
Janine was sitting at the kitchen table smoking




•
 (as 
noun

 
smoking

 )
 
the effect of smoking on health




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he smoked forty cigarettes a day.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
smoked

 )
 — cure or preserve (meat or fish) by exposure to smoke




•
 
smoked salmon.










4.
 
treat (glass) so as to darken it




•
 
the smoked glass of his lenses.










5.
 
fumigate, cleanse, or purify by exposure to smoke.




6.
 
subdue (insects, especially bees) by exposing them to smoke.




7.
 
(
smoke someone/something out

 )
 — drive someone or something out of a place by using smoke




•
 
we will fire the roof and smoke him out.










8.
 
(
smoke someone out

 )
 — force someone to make something known




•
 
as the press smokes him out on other human rights issues, he will be revealed as a social conservative.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 kill (someone) by shooting.




10.
 
defeat overwhelmingly in a fight or contest.




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 make fun of (someone)




•
 
we baited her and smoked her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
blow smoke






try to mislead or threaten someone by giving false or exaggerated information




•
 
the coach has been blowing smoke for the past three years about our program.















2.
 
go up in smoke





a.
 


‹informal›

 be destroyed by fire.




b.
 
(of a plan) come to nothing




•
 
more than one dream is about to go up in smoke.















3.
 
where there's smoke there's fire








‹proverb›

 there's always some reason for a rumor.









4.
 
smoke and mirrors








(N. Amer.)

 the obscuring or embellishing of the truth of a situation with misleading or irrelevant information




•
 
the budget process is an exercise in smoke and mirrors.







[with reference to illusion created by magic tricks.]









5.
 
smoke like a chimney






smoke tobacco incessantly.












IV.
 
derivatives





smokable

 
smokeable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
smoca

 (noun), 
smocian

 (verb), from the Germanic base of 
smēocan

 ‘emit smoke’; related to Dutch 
smook

 and German 
Schmauch

 .





smoke bomb

 
/ˈsmōk ˌbäm/






noun




a bomb that emits dense smoke as it explodes, used to produce a smoke screen.













smokebox

 
/ˈsmōkbäks/






noun



1.
 
a device for catching or producing and containing smoke, in particular




2.
 
an oven for smoking food.




3.
 
the chamber in a steam engine or boiler between the flues and the funnel or chimney stack.




4.
 
another term for smoker
 (
sense

 4).













smokebush

 
/ˈsmōkˌbo͝oSH /

 
smoke bush






noun




another term for smoke tree
 .













smoke detector

 
/smōk dəˈtektər dēˈtektər /

 
smoke alarm






noun




a fire-protection device that automatically detects and gives a warning of the presence of smoke.













smoke-dry

 
/ˈsmōkˌdrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cure (meat or fish) by exposing it to smoke.













smokeeasy

 
/ˈsmōkˌēzē/





I.
 
noun




a private club, bar, or other place where smokers gather to avoid anti-smoking laws




•
 
after work we sometimes light up at a smokeeasy in the neighborhood.

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: on the pattern of 
speakeasy

 .





smoke-filled

 
/ˈsmōkfild/






adjective




containing a lot of smoke, especially from cigarettes




•
 
discussions in smoke-filled rooms




•
 
a smoke-filled sky.



















smoke-free

 
/ˈˌsmōk ˈfrē/






adjective



1.
 
without smoke




•
 
a smoke-free environment.










2.
 
where smoking is not permitted




•
 
a smoke-free train.



















smokehouse

 
/ˈsmōkˌhous/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a shed or room for curing food by exposure to smoke.













smokejumper

 
/ˈsmōkˌjəmpər /

 
smoke jumper






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a firefighter who parachutes in to the site of a forest fire.













smokeless

 
/ˈsmōkləs/






adjective




producing or emitting little or no smoke




•
 
smokeless fuel.



















smokeless tobacco






noun




tobacco that is chewed or snuffed rather than smoked by the user.













smoker

 
/ˈsmōkər/






noun



1.
 
a person who smokes tobacco regularly.




2.
 
(also 
smoking car

 )
 — a train compartment in which smoking is allowed.




3.
 
a person or device that smokes fish or meat.




4.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an informal social gathering for men.




5.
 
a device that emits smoke for subduing bees in a hive.













smoke ring

 
/ˈsmōk ˌriNG/






noun




a ring-shaped puff of smoke exhaled by a smoker.













smoker's cough






noun




a persistent cough caused by smoking.













smoke screen

 
/smōk skrēn /

 
smokescreen






noun



1.
 
a cloud of smoke created to conceal military operations.




2.
 
a ruse designed to disguise someone's real intentions or activities




•
 
he tried to create a smokescreen by quibbling about the statistics.



















smoke shop






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a store selling tobacco products and smoking equipment.













smoke signal

 
/smōk ˈsiɡnəl/






noun



1.
 
a column of smoke used as a way of conveying a message to a distant person.




2.
 
an indication of someone's intentions or views




•
 
the Iowa caucuses might have given a small smoke signal of the Democrats' likely choice.



















smokestack

 
/ˈsmōkˌstak/






noun



1.
 
a chimney or funnel for discharging smoke from a locomotive, ship, factory, etc. and helping to induce a draft.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — pertaining to heavy industry




•
 
America's smokestack cities and blue-collar suburbs.




















smoke tree






noun




a shrub or small tree of the cashew family that bears long feathery plumes of flowers, giving it a smoky appearance.

[Genus 
Cotinus

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 : two species, the European 
C. coggygria

 , grown in North America as an ornamental, and the rare American 
C. obovatus

 .]













smokie

 
/ˈsmōkē/






noun






(Scottish)

 a smoked haddock.













smoking gun

 
/smōkiNG ɡən/






noun




a piece of incontrovertible incriminating evidence.













smoking jacket

 
/ˈsmōkiNG ˌjakət/






noun




a man's comfortable jacket, typically made of velvet, formerly worn while smoking after dinner.













smoking room

 
/smōkiNG ro͞om ro͝om/






noun




a room set aside for smoking in a hotel or other public building.













smoko

 
/ˈsmōkō /

 
smoke-ho






noun






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 a rest from work for a smoke; a tea break.













smoky

 
/ˈsmōkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
filled with or smelling of smoke




•
 
a smoky office.










2.
 
producing or obscured by a great deal of smoke




•
 
smoky factory chimneys.










3.
 
having the taste or aroma of smoked food




•
 
smoky bacon.










4.
 
like smoke in color or appearance




•
 
smoky eyes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smokily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
smokiness

 
/ˈsmōkēnəs /






noun





















Smoky Hill River






a river that flows for 540 miles (870 km) from Colorado across Kansas.










smoky quartz






noun




a semiprecious variety of quartz ranging in color from light grayish-brown to nearly black.













smolder

 
/ˈsmōldər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
burn slowly with smoke but no flame




•
 
the bonfire still smoldered, the smoke drifting over the paddock.










2.
 
show or feel barely suppressed anger, hatred, or another powerful emotion




•
 
Anna 
smoldered with

 indignation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
smoldering

 )
 
he met her smoldering eyes.










3.
 
exist in a suppressed or concealed state




•
 
the controversy smoldered on for several years




•
 (as 
adj.

 
smoldering

 )
 
smoldering rage.














II.
 
noun




smoke coming from a fire that is burning slowly without a flame




•
 
the last acrid smolder of his cigarette.














III.
 
derivatives





smolderingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: related to Dutch 
smeulen

 .





Smolensk

 
/smōˈlensk, sməˈlyensk/






a city in western Russia, on the Dnieper River, close to the border with Belarus; pop. 316,500 (est. 2008).










smolt

 
/smōlt/





I.
 
noun




a young salmon (or trout) after the parr stage, when it becomes silvery and migrates to the sea for the first time.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots and northern English): of unknown origin; compare with smelt
 3
 .





smooch

 
/smo͞oCH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kiss and cuddle amorously




•
 
the young lovers smooched in their car.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 dance slowly in a close embrace.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a kiss or a spell of amorous kissing and cuddling




•
 
a slurpy smooch on the ear.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a period of slow dancing in a close embrace




•
 
they suggest a dance but it turns into a smooch.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smoocher






noun













2.
 
smoochy

 
/ˈsmo͞oCHē /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from dialect 
smouch

 , of imitative origin.





smoosh

 
/smo͞oSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 squash, crush, or flatten




•
 
use a sharp knife so as not to smoosh the broccoli.

















– origin

 mid 20th cent.: origin unknown.





Smoot, George

 
/smo͞ot/






(1945–), US astrophysicist; full name 
George Fitzgerald Smoot III

 . His work with John C. Mather on the COBE project advanced the study of the Big Bang theory. Nobel Prize for Physics (2006), shared with Mather.










smooth

 
/smo͞oT͟H/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an even and regular surface or consistency; free from perceptible projections, lumps, or indentations




•
 
smooth flat rocks




•
 
a smooth skin tans more easily.










2.
 
(of a liquid) with an even consistency; without lumps




•
 
cook gently until the sauce is smooth.










3.
 
(of the sea or another body of water) without heavy waves; calm




•
 
the smooth summer sea.










4.
 
(of movement) without jerks




•
 
the trucks gave a smooth ride




•
 
graphics are excellent, with fast, smooth scrolling.










5.
 
(of an action, event, or process) without problems or difficulties




•
 
the group's expansion into the U.S. market was not quite so smooth.










6.
 
denoting the face of a tennis or squash racket without the projecting loops from the stringing process (used as a call when the racket is spun to decide the right to serve first or to choose ends); the opposite of rough
 .




7.
 
(of food or drink) without harshness or bitterness




•
 
a lovely, smooth, very fruity wine.










8.
 
(of a person or their manner, actions, or words) suavely charming in a way considered to be unctuous




•
 
his voice was infuriatingly smooth.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something) a flat, regular surface or appearance by running one's hand over it




•
 
she 
smoothed out

 the newspaper.










2.
 
rub off the rough edges of (something)




•
 
you can use sandpaper to smooth the joint.










3.
 
deal successfully with (a problem, difficulty, or perceived fault)




•
 
these doctrinal disputes were 
smoothed over

 .










4.
 
free (a course of action) from difficulties or problems




•
 
a conference would be held to smooth the way for the establishment of the provisional government.










5.
 
modify (a graph, curve, etc.) so as to lessen irregularities




•
 
values are collected over a long period of time so that fluctuations are 
smoothed out

 .














III.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in a way that is without difficulties




•
 
the course of true love never did run smooth.














IV.
 
phrases





smooth someone's ruffled feathers






see ruffle
 .












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smoothable






adjective













2.
 
smoothish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
smōth

 , probably of Germanic origin, though no cognates are known. The verb dates from Middle English.





smoothbore

 
/ˈsmo͞oT͟Hbôr/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a gun with an unrifled barrel




•
 
smoothbore muskets.



















smoother

 
/ˈsmo͞oT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 
a device or substance used to give something a flat, regular surface or appearance




•
 
a pair of English oak 19th-century bed linen smoothers




•
 
wrinkle smoothers.










2.
 
a person who deals successfully with a problem or difficulty




•
 
he acts as a smoother of relations.



















smooth-faced

 
/ˌsmo͞oT͟Hˈfāst/






adjective



1.
 
concealing one's true feelings by a show of friendliness.




2.
 
clean-shaven.













smooth hound






noun




a small European shark that typically lives close to the bottom in shallow waters.

[Genus 
Mustelus

 , family 
Triakidae

 : two species.]













smoothie

 
/ˈsmo͞oT͟Hē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a man with a smooth, suave manner




•
 
a smoothie with an eye for a pretty girl.










2.
 
a thick, smooth drink of fresh fruit pureed with milk, yogurt, or ice cream.













smoothly

 
/ˈsmo͞oT͟Hlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a smooth way




•
 
the bust is smoothly carved in white marble




•
 
traffic was soon flowing smoothly again.










2.
 
without problems or difficulties




•
 
everything seemed to be 
going smoothly

 .



















smooth muscle






noun






[Physiology]

 muscle tissue in which the contractile fibrils are not highly ordered, occurring in the gut and other internal organs and not under voluntary control.

Often contrasted with striated muscle
 .













smoothness

 
/ˈsmo͞oT͟Hnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being smooth




•
 
the smoothness of her skin




•
 
the evacuation went off with remarkable smoothness.



















smooth newt






noun




a small yellowish-brown smooth-skinned newt that is widely distributed throughout Europe and western Asia.

[
Triturus vulgaris

 , family 
Salamandridae

 .]













smooth-running

 
/ˌsmo͞oT͟HˈrəniNG/






adjective




operating efficiently and without difficulties




•
 
adequate preparation will decrease stress levels and make for a smooth-running show




•
 
don't expect your home life to be smooth-running one hundred percent of the time.



















smooth snake






noun




a harmless Eurasian snake that is gray to reddish in color, typically living in heathy country where it feeds on lizards.

[
Coronella austriaca

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]













smooth talk





I.
 
noun




charming or flattering language, especially when used to persuade someone to do something.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use flattering language to (someone), especially to persuade them to do something




•
 
don't try to smooth-talk me.














III.
 
derivatives





smooth talker






noun





















smooth-talking

 
//






adjective




using charming or flattering language, especially to persuade someone to do something




•
 
a smooth-talking salesman.



















smooth tongue





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the ability or tendency to use insincere flattery or persuasion




•
 
your smooth tongue could even turn your mistakes to your advantage.














II.
 
derivatives





smooth-tongued

 
/ˈsmo͞oT͟H ˌtəNGd /






adjective





















s'more

 
/smôr /

 
smore





I.
 
noun




a sweet snack consisting of a chocolate bar and toasted marshmallows sandwiched between graham crackers.











– origin

 1930s: contraction of 
some more

 .





smorgasbord

 
/ˈsmôrɡəsˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a buffet offering a variety of hot and cold meats, salads, hors d'oeuvres, etc.




2.
 
a wide range of something; a variety




•
 
the album is a smorgasbord of different musical styles.

















– origin

 Swedish, from 
smörgås

 ‘(slice of) bread and butter’ (from 
smör

 ‘butter’ + 
gås

 ‘goose, lump of butter’) + 
bord

 ‘table.’





smorzando

 
/smôrtˈsändō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) dying away.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘extinguishing.’





smote

 
/smōt/






past of smite
 .









smother

 
/ˈsməT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kill (someone) by covering their nose and mouth so that they suffocate.




2.
 
extinguish (a fire) by covering it.




3.
 
(
smother someone/something in/with

 )
 — cover someone or something entirely with




•
 
rich orange sorbets smothered in fluffy whipped cream




•
 


‹figurative›

 he smothered her with kisses.










4.
 
make (someone) feel trapped and oppressed by acting in an overly protective manner toward them




•
 
it's time for you to leave the house—she'll smother you if you remain.










5.
 
suppress (a feeling or an action)




•
 
she smothered a sigh.










6.
 
(in sports) stop the motion of (the ball or a shot) by falling on it and covering it




•
 
the goalkeeper was able to smother the ball.










7.
 
cook in a covered container, typically with a sauce and vegetables on top


(as 
adj.

 
smothered

 )


•
 
smothered fried chicken.














II.
 
noun




a mass of something that stifles or obscures




•
 
all this vanished in a smother of foam.














III.
 
derivatives





smothery

 
/ˈsməT͟Hərē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘stifling smoke’): from the base of Old English 
smorian

 ‘suffocate.’





smothered mate






noun






[Chess]

 checkmate in which the king has no vacant square to move to and is checkmated by a knight.













SMPTE






abbreviation




Society of Television and Motion Picture Engineers (used to denote a time coding system for synchronizing video and audiotapes).













smriti

 
/ˈsmridē/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu religious text containing traditional teachings on religion, such as the Mahabharata.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
smṛti

 ‘remembrance.’





SMS

 
/esemˈes/





I.
 
abbreviation




short message (or messaging) service, a system that enables mobile phone users to send and receive text messages.








II.
 
noun




a text message that is sent or received using SMS.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send someone a text message using SMS




•
 
I'm SMSing more than speaking on my phone these days




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
SMS me or send me an email.



















SMSA






abbreviation




Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area.













SMSgt

 
SMSGT






abbreviation




senior master sergeant.













SMTP






abbreviation






[Computing]

 simple mail transfer protocol, a data transmission format used to send and receive email.














smudge1


 
/sməj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blurred or smeared mark on the surface of something




•
 
a smudge of blood on the floor.










2.
 
an indistinct or blurred view or image




•
 
the low smudge of hills on the horizon.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to become messily smeared by rubbing it




•
 
she dabbed her eyes, careful not to smudge her makeup.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become smeared when rubbed




•
 
mascaras that smudge or flake around the eyes.










3.
 
make blurred or indistinct




•
 
the photograph had been smudged by the photocopier and was by no means as clear as the original.














III.
 
derivatives





smudgeless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘soil, stain’): of unknown origin. The noun dates from the late 18th cent.






smudge2


 
/sməj/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a smoky outdoor fire that is lit to keep off insects or protect plants against frost.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘suffocating smoke’): of unknown origin; related to obsolete 
smudge

 ‘cure herring by smoking,’ of obscure origin.





smudge pot






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a container for a smudge (see smudge
 2
 ).













smudgy

 
/ˈsməjē/





I.
 
adjective




smeared or blurred from being smudged




•
 
a smudgy photograph.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smudgily

 
/-jəlē /






adverb













2.
 
smudginess






noun





















smug

 
/sməɡ/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing an excessive pride in oneself or one's achievements




•
 
he was feeling smug after his win.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘neat, spruce’): from Low German 
smuk

 ‘pretty.’





smuggle

 
/ˈsməɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (goods) illegally into or out of a country




•
 
he's been smuggling cigarettes from Gibraltar into Spain




•
 (as 
noun

 
smuggling

 )
 
cocaine smuggling has increased alarmingly.










2.
 
convey (someone or something) somewhere secretly and illicitly




•
 
he smuggled out a message.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Low German 
smuggelen

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





smuggler

 
/ˈsməɡ(ə)lər/






noun




a person who smuggles goods




•
 
drug smugglers.



















smugly

 
/ˈsməɡlē/






adverb




in a way that shows excessive satisfaction or pride in oneself




•
 
I smiled smugly to myself




•
 
someone smugly points out an error.



















smugness

 
/ˈsməɡnəs/






noun




excessive pride in oneself or one's achievements




•
 
the smugness of a man basking too long in critical ardor




•
 
there is no room for smugness or complacency.



















smush

 
/sməSH, smo͝oSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 crush; smash




•
 
they smushed marshmallows in their mouths.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of mush
 1
 .





smut

 
/smət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flake of soot or other dirt




•
 
all those black smuts from the engine.










2.
 
a fungal disease of grains in which parts of the ear change to black powder.

[The fungi belong to 
Ustilago

 and other genera, order 
Ustilaginales

 , class 
Teliomycetes

 .]




3.
 
obscene or lascivious talk, writing, or pictures




•
 
porn, in this view, is far from being harmless smut.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
smutted

 )


1.
 
mark with flakes or soot or other dirt




•
 
the smutted sky.










2.
 
infect (a plant) with smut




•
 
smutted wheat.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘defile, corrupt, make obscene’): related to German 
schmutzen

 ; compare with smudge
 1
 . The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.





Smuts, Jan

 
/sməts, smYts/






(1870–1950), South African statesman and soldier; prime minister 1919–24 and 1939–48; full name 
Jan Christiaan Smuts

 . He led Boer forces during the Second Boer War and later commanded Allied troops against German East Africa in 1916. He helped to found the League of Nations.









smutty

 
/ˈsmədē/





I.
 
adjective




(of talk, writing, or pictures) obscene or lascivious




•
 
smutty jokes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
smuttily

 
/-təlē /






adverb













2.
 
smuttiness

 
/ˈsmədēnəs /






noun





















SMV






abbreviation




slow-moving vehicle.














Smyrna

 
/ˈsmərnə/





I.
 
an ancient city on the western coast of Asia Minor, on the site of modern Izmir in Turkey.




II.
 
a city in northwestern Georgia, northwest of Atlanta; pop. 49,854 (est. 2008).









Sn





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element tin.











– origin

 from late Latin 
stannum

 ‘tin.’





s.n.






abbreviation




without name.

[from Latin 
sine nomine

 .]














snack

 
/snak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small amount of food eaten between meals.




2.
 
a light meal that is eaten in a hurry or in a casual manner.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eat a snack




•
 
she likes to 
snack on

 yogurt.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘snap, bite’): from Middle Dutch 
snac(k

 ), from 
snacken

 ‘to bite,’ variant of 
snappen

 . Senses relating to food date from the late 17th cent.





snackable

 
/ˈsnakəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) suitable to be eaten as a snack




•
 
always have a few snackable veggies on hand




•
 
the mini corn muffins are irresistibly snackable.










2.
 
(of online content) designed to be read, viewed, or otherwise engaged with briefly and easily




•
 
more people are turning to their mobile devices for snackable, entertaining content




•
 
snackable video clips.














II.
 
noun

 — (
snackables

 ) ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 items of food suitable or intended for eating as snacks




•
 
the bar menu offers tartines of various sorts as well as bruschetta, fries, and other such snackables.














III.
 
derivatives





snackability

 
/ˌsnakəˈbilədē /






noun





















snack bar

 
/ˈsnak ˌbär/






noun




a place where snacks are sold.













snackette

 
/ˌsnaˈket/






noun






(W. Indian)

 a small store selling snacks, cigarettes, and minor groceries.













snacky

 
/ˈsnakē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 denoting or relating to food suitable for eating between meals or as a light, casual meal




•
 
after weeks of snacky tapas I'd decided that a proper sit-down meal was in order.










2.
 


‹informal›

 slightly hungry




•
 
I still felt snacky so I had some crackers and hummus.



















snaffle

 
/ˈsnafəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(on a bridle) a simple bit, typically a jointed one, used with a single set of reins.




2.
 
(also 
snaffle bridle

 )
 — a bridle with a snaffle bit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 take (something) for oneself, typically quickly or without permission




•
 
shall we snaffle some of Bernard's sherry?

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a bridle bit): probably from Low German or Dutch; compare with Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
snavel

 ‘beak, mouth’ The verb (mid 19th cent.) is perhaps a different word.





snafu

 
/snaˈfo͞o /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




a confused or chaotic state; a mess




•
 
an enormous amount of my time was devoted to untangling snafus.














II.
 
adjective




in utter confusion or chaos




•
 
our refrigeration plant is snafu.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw (a situation) into chaos




•
 
you ignored his orders and snafued everything.

















– origin

 1940s: acronym from 
situation normal: all fouled

 (or 
fucked

 ) 
up

 .






snag

 
/snaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unexpected or hidden obstacle or drawback




•
 
the picture's US release 
hit a snag

 .










2.
 
a sharp, angular, or jagged projection




•
 
keep an emery board handy in case of nail snags.










3.
 
a rent or tear in fabric caused by a sharp or jagged projection.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dead tree.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch or tear (something) on a projection




•
 
thorns snagged his sweater.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become caught on a projection




•
 
radio aerials 
snagged on

 bushes and branches.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 catch or obtain (someone or something)




•
 
it's the first time they've snagged the star for a photo.














III.
 
derivatives





snaggy






adjective





snag
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): probably of Scandinavian origin. The early sense ‘stump sticking out from a tree trunk’ gave rise to a US sense ‘submerged piece of timber obstructing navigation,’ of which sense 1 is originally a figurative use. Current verb senses arose in the 19th cent.





snaggle

 
/ˈsnaɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a tangled or knotted mass




•
 


‹figurative›

 a snaggle of import restrictions.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become knotted or tangled




•
 
the column of smoke snaggled for a moment.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the noun snag
 + -le
 2
 .





snaggletooth

 
/ˈsnaɡəlˌto͞oTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 snaggleteeth )
 — an irregular or projecting tooth.




2.
 
(
pl.

 snaggletooths)
 — a small deep-sea fish with large fangs at the front of the jaws and a number of light organs on the body.

[Family 
Astronesthidae

 : several genera and species.]








II.
 
derivatives





snaggletoothed






adjective





















snail

 
/snāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mollusk with a single spiral shell into which the whole body can be withdrawn.

[Most orders in the class 
Gastropoda

 .]




2.
 
(in metaphorical use) any person or thing that moves exceedingly slowly




•
 
a tedious and complicated process enough to exasperate a snail.














II.
 
derivatives





snaillike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
snæg(e)l

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Schnecke

 .





snail darter






noun




a small percoid freshwater fish of a type found in US rivers, now nearly extinct.














snailfish

 
/ˈsnālˌfiSH/






noun




a small fish of cool or cold seas, with loose jellylike skin and typically a ventral sucker.

Also called sea snail
 . [
Liparis

 and other genera, family 
Cyclopteridae

 : several species, including 
L. liparis

 of the North Atlantic.]













snail mail

 
/ˈsnāl ˌmāl/






noun






‹informal›

 the ordinary postal system as opposed to email.













snail's pace





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an extremely slow speed




•
 
he drove 
at a snail's pace

 .














II.
 
derivatives





snail-paced






adjective





















snake

 
/snāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long limbless reptile that has no eyelids, a short tail, and jaws that are capable of considerable extension. Some snakes have a venomous bite.

[Suborder 
Ophidia

 (or 
Serpentes

 ), order 
Squamata

 : many families.]




2.
 
(in general use) a limbless lizard or amphibian.




3.
 
(also 
snake in the grass

 )
 — a treacherous or deceitful person




•
 
that man is a cold-blooded snake.










4.
 
(in full 
plumber's snake

 )
 — a long flexible wire for clearing obstacles in piping.




5.
 
(
the snake

 )
 — a former system of interconnected exchange rates for the currencies of EC countries.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or extend with the twisting motion of a snake




•
 
a rope snaked down.














III.
 
derivatives





snakelike

 
/ˈsnākˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
snaca

 , of Germanic origin.





snakebark maple

 
/ˈsnākbärk ˌmāp(ə)l/






noun




a maple tree with longitudinal pale stripes on the bark.

[Genus 
Acer

 , family 
Aceraceae

 : several species, in particular 
A. davidii

 of eastern Asia and the striped maple of North America.]














snakebird

 
/ˈsnākbərd/






noun




another term for anhinga
 .













snakebite

 
/ˈsnākˌbīt/






noun



1.
 
the bite of a snake, especially a venomous one.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a drink consisting of draft cider and lager in equal proportions.













snakebitten

 
/ˈsnākˌbitn/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 doomed to misfortune; unlucky




•
 
the snakebitten space shuttle chalked up a fourth launch delay.



















Snakeboard

 
/ˈsnākˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of skateboard consisting of two footplates joined by a bar, allowing for greater speed and maneuverability than with a standard skateboard.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snakeboarder






noun













2.
 
snakeboarding






noun



















– origin

 1990s: blend of 
snake

 and 
skateboard

 .





snake charmer

 
/ˈsnāk ˌCHärmər/






noun




an entertainer who appears to make snakes move by playing music.













snake dance





I.
 
noun




a dance in which the performers handle live snakes, imitate the motions of snakes, or form a line that moves in a zigzag fashion, in particular a ritual dance of the Hopi Indians involving the handling of live rattlesnakes.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a snake dance.













snake eyes






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a throw of two ones with a pair of dice.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 the worst possible result; a complete lack of success




•
 
his elegant, amusing book sadly 
came up snake eyes

 .



















snake fence

 
/snāk fens /

 
snake-rail fence






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a fence made of roughly split rails or poles joined in a zigzag pattern with their ends crossing.














snakefish

 
/ˈsnākˌfiSH/






noun




see cutlassfish
 , lizardfish
 .













snake fly






noun




a slender woodland insect with transparent wings and a long “neck” that allows the head to be raised above the body.

[Family 
Raphidiidae

 , order 
Neuroptera

 : 
Raphidia

 and other genera.]













snakehead

 
/snākˌhed/






noun




a freshwater fish with a broad, heavily scaled head and a long cylindrical body, native to tropical Africa and Asia.

[Family 
Channidae

 : several genera and species.]














snake mackerel






noun




another term for escolar
 .













snake oil

 
/ˈsnāk ˌoil/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a substance with no real medicinal value sold as a remedy for all diseases.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a product, policy, etc. of little real worth or value that is promoted as the solution to a problem




•
 
the new tax plan was denounced as snake oil.



















snake pit

 
/snāk pit/






noun



1.
 
a pit containing poisonous snakes.




2.
 
a scene of vicious behavior or ruthless competition




•
 
the literary snake pits of New York.










3.
 
a place of overcrowded squalor, especially a poorly run mental hospital




•
 
the clinic opened in 1949, when most drug and alcohol sanitariums were still snake pits.







[1946: from the title of a novel by Mary Jane Ward.]













Snake River






a river in northwestern US. Rising in Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming, it flows for 1,038 miles (1,670 km) through Idaho into the state of Washington, where it joins the Columbia River.










snakeroot

 
/ˈsnākˌro͞ot/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of North American plants reputed to contain an antidote to snake poison, in particular

[● a birthwort with long heart-shaped leaves and curved tubular flowers (
Aristolochia serpentaria

 , family 
Aristolochiaceae

 ). ● a poisonous plant that causes milk sickness in livestock (
Eupatorium rugosum

 , family 
Compositae

 ).]




2.
 
any of a number of plants thought to resemble a snake in shape, in particular 
Indian snakeroot

 (see rauwolfia
 ).













snakeskin

 
/ˈsnākˌskin/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the skin of a snake, especially as used to make shoes or clothing




•
 
snakeskin boots.



















snakeweed

 
/ˈsnākwēd/






noun



1.
 
another term for snakeroot
 .




2.
 
old-fashioned term for bistort
 .













snakewood

 
/ˈsnākwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
a tree or shrub that has wood from which a snakebite antidote or other medicinal extract is obtained.

[Several species, in particular the tree 
Strychnos minor

 (family 
Loganiaceae

 ), of the Indian subcontinent.]




2.
 
a tropical American tree that has timber with a snakeskin pattern, used for decorative work.

[
Brosimum rubescens

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]













snaky

 
/ˈsnākē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like a snake in appearance; long and sinuous




•
 
a long snaky whip.










2.
 
of the supposed nature of a snake in showing coldness, venom, or cunning




•
 
a snaky friend.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snakily

 
/ˈsnākəlē /






adverb













2.
 
snakiness






noun





















snap

 
/snap/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
break or cause to break suddenly and completely, typically with a sharp cracking sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
guitar strings kept snapping




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
dead twigs can be 
snapped off

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — emit a sudden, sharp cracking sound




•
 
banners snapping in the breeze.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) make a sudden audible bite




•
 
a dog was 
snapping at

 his heels.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
adverbial

 ]
 — cause to move or alter in a specified way with a brisk movement and typically a sharp sound




•
 
Rosa snapped her bag shut.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 —



•
 
his mouth snapped into a tight, straight line.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — suddenly lose one's self-control




•
 
she claims she snapped after years of violence.










7.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something quickly and irritably to someone


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
McIllvanney 
snapped at

 her




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I really don't much care,” she snapped.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take a snapshot of




•
 
he planned to spend the time snapping rare wildlife




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
photographers were 
snapping away at

 her.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 put (the ball) into play by a quick backward movement from the ground.




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten with snaps




•
 
he pulled a white rubber swim hat over his head and snapped it under his chin.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden, sharp cracking sound or movement




•
 
she closed her purse with a snap.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a hurried, irritable tone or manner




•
 
“I'm still waiting,” he said with a snap.










3.
 
vigor or liveliness of style or action; zest




•
 
the snap of the dialogue.










4.
 
(usu. 
snaps

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a small fastener on clothing, engaged by pressing its two halves together.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an easy task




•
 
a control panel that makes operation a snap.










6.
 


[Football]

 a quick backward movement of the ball from the ground that begins a play.




7.
 
a snapshot.




8.
 


(Brit.)

 a card game in which cards from two piles are turned over simultaneously and players call “snap” as quickly as possible when two similar cards are exposed.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done or taken on the spur of the moment, unexpectedly, or without notice




•
 
a snap judgment




•
 
he could call a snap election.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in a snap








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in a moment; almost immediately




•
 
gourmet-quality meals are ready in a snap.















2.
 
oh snap








‹informal›

 an exclamation of agreement or acknowledgment, often used in response to an insult




•
 
Since you’re an agent, maybe you should worry about your own clients! Oh snap, I forgot you don't have any.















3.
 
snap one's fingers






make a sharp clicking sound by bending the last joint of the middle finger against the thumb and suddenly releasing it, typically in order to attract attention in a peremptory way or to accompany the beat of music.









4.
 
snap someone's head off






see head
 .












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
snap back






recover quickly and easily from an illness or period of difficulty




•
 
our bodies can snap back pretty well from short-term bouts of stress.















2.
 
snap out of






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 get out of (a bad or unhappy mood) by a sudden effort




•
 
come on, Fran—snap out of it!















3.
 
snap something up






quickly and eagerly buy or secure something that is in short supply or being sold cheaply




•
 
all the tickets have been snapped up.


















VI.
 
derivatives





snappingly






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the senses ‘make a sudden audible bite’ and ‘quick sharp biting sound’): probably from Middle Dutch or Middle Low German 
snappen

 ‘seize’; partly imitative.





SNAP

 
/snap/






abbreviation






(US)

 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (a federal program providing people on low income with financial assistance to purchase food).













snap-action

 
/ˈsnapˌakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a switch or relay that makes and breaks contact rapidly, whatever the speed of the activating mechanism.




2.
 
denoting a gun whose hinged barrel is secured by a spring catch.








II.
 
noun

 — (
snap action

 )


1.
 
the operation of a snap-action switch, relay, or gun.













snap bean





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bean of a variety grown for its edible pods.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: so named because the pods are broken into pieces to be eaten.





snap-brim

 
/ˈsnapˌbrim/






adjective




(of a hat) with a brim that can be turned up and down at opposite sides.













snapdragon

 
/ˈsnapˌdraɡən/






noun




a plant of the figwort family, bearing spikes of brightly colored two-lobed flowers that gape like a mouth when a bee lands on the curved lip.

[Genus 
Antirrhinum

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular the widely cultivated 
A. majus

 .]













snap hook

 
/snap ho͝ok/






noun




a hook with a spring allowing the entrance but preventing the escape of a cord, key ring, etc.













snap lock






noun




a feature of a device or component that allows it to be fastened automatically when pushed into position


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the top is secured by snap-lock buckles.



















snap-on

 
/ˈsnapˌän /

 
snap-in






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a cover or attachment that is attached or secured with a snap.













snap pea






noun




another term for sugar snap
 .













snapper

 
/ˈsnapər/






noun



1.
 
a marine fish that is typically reddish and is valued as food.

[● a fish of a widespread tropical family (
Lutjanidae

 , the 
snapper family

 ) that snaps its toothed jaws. See also red snapper
 .]




2.
 
another term for snapping turtle
 .




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a photographer.




4.
 
a paper cracker, or the part of a cracker that makes a bang.














snapping turtle

 
/snapiNG ˈtərdl/






noun




a large American freshwater turtle with a long neck and strong hooked jaws.

[Family 
Chelydridae

 : two North American species, the 
common snapping turtle

 (
Chelydra serpentina

 ) and the larger 
alligator snapping turtle

 (
Macroclemys temminckii

 ).]













snappish

 
/ˈsnapiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a dog) irritable and inclined to bite.




2.
 
irritable and curt




•
 
she was often snappish with the children.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snappishly






adverb













2.
 
snappishness

 
/ˈsnapiSHnəs /






noun





















snappy

 
/ˈsnapē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 irritable and inclined to speak sharply; snappish




•
 
anything unusual made her snappy and nervous.










2.
 


‹informal›

 cleverly concise; neat




•
 
snappy catchphrases.










3.
 


‹informal›

 neat and elegant




•
 
a snappy dresser.














II.
 
phrases





make it snappy








‹informal›

 be quick about it




•
 
into bed and make it snappy!


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snappily

 
/ˈsnapəlē /






adverb













2.
 
snappiness






noun





















snap roll






noun




a maneuver in which an aircraft makes a single quick revolution about its longitudinal axis while flying horizontally.













snapshot

 
/ˈsnapˌSHät/






noun



1.
 
an informal photograph taken quickly, typically with a small handheld camera.




2.
 
a brief look or summary




•
 
this excellent book can only be a snapshot of a complex industry.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a record of the contents of a storage location or data file at a given time.




4.
 
(
snap shot

 )
 — a shot taken quickly by a hunter.














snare

 
/sner/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trap for catching birds or animals, typically one having a noose of wire or cord.




2.
 
a thing likely to lure or tempt someone into harm or error




•
 
the wickedness and snares of the Devil.










3.
 
a length of wire, gut, or hide stretched across a drumhead to produce a rattling sound.




4.
 
short for snare drum
 .




5.
 


[Surgery]

 a wire loop for severing polyps or other growths.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch (a bird or mammal) in a snare.




2.
 
catch or trap (someone)




•
 
I snared a passing waiter.














III.
 
derivatives





snarer

 
/ˈsnerər /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
sneare

 , from Old Norse 
snara

 .






snare drum

 
/sne(ə)r drəm/





I.
 
noun




a small drum in the form of a short cylinder with a membrane at each end, the upper one being struck with hard sticks and the lower one fitted with snares. It originated in military use.











– origin

 probably from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
snare

 ‘harp string.’





snarf

 
/snärf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 eat or drink quickly or greedily




•
 
they 
snarfed up

 frozen yogurt.

















– origin

 1950s: perhaps imitative.





snark1


 
/snärk/





I.
 
noun




an imaginary animal (used to refer to someone or something that is difficult to track down).











– origin

 1876: nonsense word coined by Lewis Carroll in 
The Hunting of the Snark

 .





snark2


 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make snide and sharply critical comments




•
 
they even snark about her family background.














II.
 
noun




snide and sharply critical comments




•
 
a worthwhile blog cannot live on snark alone.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally in the dialect senses ‘snore, snort,’ ‘find fault.’





snarky

 
/ˌsnärkē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person, words, or a mood) sharply critical; cutting; snide




•
 
the kid who makes snarky remarks in class.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cranky; irritable




•
 
Bobby's always a bit snarky before his nap.



















snarl1


 
/snärl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal such as a dog) make an aggressive growl with bared teeth


(as 
adj.

 
snarling

 )


•
 
snarling Dobermans.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — (of a person) say something in an angry, bad-tempered voice




•
 
I used to 
snarl at

 anyone I disliked




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Shut your mouth!” he snarled




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he snarled a few choice remarks at them.














II.
 
noun




an act or sound of snarling




•
 
the cat drew its mouth back in a snarl.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snarler






noun













2.
 
snarlingly






adverb













3.
 
snarly

 
/ˈsnärlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: extension of obsolete 
snar

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
schnarren

 ‘rattle, snarl,’ probably imitative.





snarl2


 
/snärl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entangle or impede (something)




•
 
the bus got 
snarled up

 in the downtown traffic.










2.
 
decorate (metalwork) with raised shapes by hammering the underside.








II.
 
noun




a knot or tangle




•
 
snarls of wild raspberry plants




•
 
our hair hung in damp snarls.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘snare, noose’ and ‘catch in a snare’): from snare
 .





snarl-up

 
/ˈsnärl ˌəp/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a traffic jam.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a muddle or mistake




•
 
there's a snarl-up in editing.




















snatch

 
/snaCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quickly seize (something) in a rude or eager way




•
 
she snatched a cookie from the plate




•
 


‹figurative›

 a victory snatched from the jaws of defeat.










2.
 


‹informal›

 steal (something) or kidnap (someone), typically by seizing or grabbing suddenly




•
 
a mission to snatch Winston Churchill.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
snatch at

 )
 — hastily or ineffectually attempt to seize (something)




•
 
she snatched at the handle.










4.
 
quickly secure or obtain (something) when a chance presents itself




•
 
we snatched a few hours' sleep.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
snatch at

 )
 — eagerly take or accept (an offer or opportunity)




•
 
I snatched at the chance.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of snatching or quickly seizing something




•
 
a quick snatch of breath.










2.
 
a short spell of doing something




•
 
brief snatches of sleep.










3.
 
a fragment of song or talk




•
 
picking up snatches of conversation.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a kidnapping or theft.




5.
 


[Weightlifting]

 the rapid raising of a weight from the floor to above the head in one movement.




6.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snatcher

 
/ˈsnaCHər /






noun













2.
 
snatchy

 
/ˈsnaCHē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English 
sna(c)che

 (verb) ‘suddenly snap at,’ (noun) ‘a snare’; perhaps related to snack
 .





snazzy

 
/ˈsnazē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 stylish and attractive




•
 
snazzy little silk dresses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snazzily

 
/ˈsnazəlē /






adverb













2.
 
snazziness






noun



















– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





SNCC






abbreviation




Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, a US civil-rights student organization active in the 1960s.













Snead, Sam

 
/snēd/






(1912–2002), US golfer; full name 
Samuel Jackson Snead

 ; nickname 
Slammin' Sammy

 . He won a record 82 tournaments of the PGA Tour, including the Masters (1949, 1952, 1954), the PGA (1942, 1949, 1951), and the British Open (1946).










sneak

 
/snēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or go in a furtive or stealthy manner




•
 
I sneaked out by the back exit.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey (someone or something) in a furtive or stealthy way




•
 
someone sneaked a camera inside.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — do or obtain (something) in a stealthy or furtive way




•
 
she sneaked a glance at her watch.










4.
 
(
sneak up on

 )
 — creep up on (someone) without being detected




•
 
he sneaks up on us slyly.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a furtive and contemptible person




•
 
he was branded a prying sneak for eavesdropping on intimate conversation.










2.
 
(usu. 
sneaks

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 short for sneaker
 .








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
acting or done surreptitiously, unofficially, or without warning




•
 
a sneak thief




•
 
a sneak preview.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably dialect; perhaps related to obsolete 
snike

 ‘to creep.’ / 
usage:

 The traditional standard past form of 
sneak

 is 
sneaked

 (she 
sneaked

 around the corner). An alternative past form, 
snuck

 (she 
snuck

 past me), arose in the US in the 19th century. Until very recently, 
snuck

 was confined to US dialect use and was regarded as nonstandard. However, in the last few decades, its use has spread in the US, where it is now regarded as a standard alternative to 
sneaked

 in all but the most formal contexts. In the Oxford English Corpus, there are now more US citations for 
snuck

 than there are for 
sneaked

 , and there is evidence of 
snuck

 gaining ground in British English as well.





sneakbox

 
/ˈsnēkbäks/






noun






(US)

 a small, flat boat masked with brush or weeds, used in wildfowl hunting.














sneaker

 
/ˈsnēkər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a soft shoe with a rubber sole worn for sports or casual occasions.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: (in sense ‘person or animal that sneaks’): the current sense dates from the late 19th cent.





sneaker wave






noun




an unanticipated coastal wave that is much greater in force and height than the waves preceding it.













sneaking

 
/ˈsnēkiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a feeling) persistent in one's mind but reluctantly held or not fully recognized; nagging




•
 
I've a sneaking suspicion they'll do well.










2.
 


‹informal›

 furtive and contemptible




•
 
an unpleasant, sneaking habit.














II.
 
derivatives





sneakingly






adverb





















sneaky

 
/ˈsnēkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
furtive; sly




•
 
sneaky, underhanded tactics.










2.
 
(of a feeling) secret; reluctant




•
 
I developed a sneaky fondness for the old lady.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sneakily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sneakiness






noun





















sneck

 
/snek /

 

‹Scottish N. English›






I.
 
noun




a latch on a door or window.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close or fasten (a door or window) with a latch.











– origin

 Middle English: obscurely related to snatch
 .





sneer

 
/snir/





I.
 
noun




a contemptuous or mocking smile, remark, or tone




•
 
he acknowledged their presence with a condescending sneer.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smile or speak in a contemptuous or mocking manner




•
 
she had 
sneered at

 their bad taste




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I see you're conservative in your ways,” David sneered.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sneerer

 
/ˈsnirər /






noun













2.
 
sneeringly

 
/ˈsniriNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably of imitative origin.





sneeze

 
/snēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a sudden involuntary expulsion of air from the nose and mouth due to irritation of one's nostrils




•
 
the smoke made her sneeze.














II.
 
noun




an act or the sound of expelling air from the nose in a sneeze




•
 
he stopped a sudden sneeze.














III.
 
phrases





not to be sneezed at








‹informal›

 not to be rejected without careful consideration; worth having or taking into account




•
 
a saving of $550 was not to be sneezed at.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sneezer






noun













2.
 
sneezy

 
/ˈsnēzē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: apparently an alteration of Middle English 
fnese

 due to misreading or misprinting (after initial 
fn-

 had become unfamiliar), later adopted because it sounded appropriate.





sneezeweed

 
/ˈsnēzˌwēd/






noun




a yellow-flowered North American plant of the daisy family, with turned-back rays and a globular disk. Some kinds are toxic to grazing animals and some are used medicinally, especially by American Indians, in the treatment of colds.

[Genus 
Helenium

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, including 
H. autumnale

 .]













sneezewort

 
/ˈsnēzwərt, -wôrt /

 
sneezewort yarrow






noun




a Eurasian yarrow, naturalized in North America, whose dried leaves induce sneezing.

[
Achillea ptarmica

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













snell

 
/snel /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a short line of gut or horsehair by which a fishhook is attached to a longer line.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tie or fasten (a hook) to a line


(as 
adj.

 
snelled

 )


•
 
a snelled or long-shanked hook.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






Snellen test

 
/ˈsnelən ˌtest/





I.
 
noun




a test of visual acuity using rows of letters printed in successively decreasing sizes (the 
Snellen scale

 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Hermann 
Snellen

 (1834–1908), Dutch ophthalmologist.





Snell's law

 
/ˈsnelz ˌlô /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a law stating that the ratio of the sines of the angles of incidence and refraction of a wave are constant when it passes between two given media.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Willebrord Van Roijen 
Snell

 (1591–1626), Dutch mathematician.





SNG






abbreviation




synthetic natural gas.













snick

 
/snik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut a small notch or incision in (something)




•
 
the stem can be carefully snicked to allow the bud to swell.










2.
 
cause (something) to make a sharp clicking sound


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
he placed the pen in the briefcase and snicked it shut.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a sharp clicking sound




•
 
the bolt snicked into place.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small notch or cut




•
 
he had several shaving snicks.










2.
 
a sharp click




•
 
he heard the snick of the latch.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from obsolete 
snick or snee

 ‘fight with knives.’






snicker

 
/ˈsnikər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a smothered or half-suppressed laugh; snigger.




2.
 
(of a horse) whinny.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a smothered laugh; a snigger.




2.
 
a whinny.








III.
 
derivatives





snickeringly






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: imitative.





snide

 
/snīd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
derogatory or mocking in an indirect way




•
 
snide remarks about my mother.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person) devious and underhanded




•
 
a snide divorce lawyer.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 counterfeit; inferior




•
 
snide Rolex watches.














II.
 
noun




an unpleasant or underhanded person or remark.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snidely






adverb













2.
 
snideness






noun













3.
 
snidey






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally slang in 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): of unknown origin.





sniff

 
/snif/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw in air audibly through the nose to detect a smell, to stop it from running, or to express contempt




•
 
his dog 
sniffed at

 my trousers




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“You're behaving in an unladylike fashion,” sniffed Mother.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw in (a scent, substance, or air) through the nose.




3.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ] (
sniff at

 )
 — show contempt or dislike for




•
 
the price is not to be sniffed at.










4.
 
(
sniff around

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 investigate covertly, especially to find out confidential or incriminating information about someone.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
sniff something out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 discover something by investigation




•
 
he made millions upon millions sniffing out tax loopholes for companies.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or sound of drawing air through the nose




•
 
he gave a sniff of disapproval.










2.
 
an amount of air or other substance taken up through the nose




•
 
his drug use was confined to a 
sniff of

 amyl nitrite.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a trace, hint, or small amount




•
 
they're off at the first 
sniff of

 trouble.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a small chance




•
 
the Olympic hosts will at least get a sniff at a medal.

















– origin

 Middle English: imitative.





sniffer

 
/ˈsnifər/






noun



1.
 
a person who sniffs, especially one who sniffs a drug or toxic substance


[with 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a glue sniffer.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a device for detecting an invisible and dangerous substance, such as gas or radiation




•
 
electronic sniffers are used to detect the presence of a nuclear mass.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person's nose.




4.
 
(also 
sniffer program

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a computer program that detects and records a variety of restricted information, especially the secret passwords needed to gain access to files or networks.













sniffer dog

 
/ˈsnifər ˌdôɡ/






noun






‹informal›

 a dog trained to find drugs or explosives by smell.













sniffle

 
/ˈsnifəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sniff slightly or repeatedly, typically because of a cold or fit of crying.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sniffing because of a cold or crying




•
 
he was restraining his sniffles rather well.










2.
 
a head cold causing a running nose and sniffing




•
 
she had a slight cough and a sniffle




•
 
they may get damp and catch 
the sniffles

 .














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sniffler

 
/ˈsnif(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
sniffly

 
/ˈsnif(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: imitative; compare with snivel
 .





sniffy

 
/ˈsnifē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 scornful; contemptuous




•
 
some people are sniffy about tea bags.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sniffily

 
/-fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sniffiness






noun





















snifter

 
/ˈsniftər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a footed glass that is wide at the bottom and tapers to the top, used for brandy and other drinks.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a small quantity of an alcoholic drink




•
 
care to join me for a snifter?

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative; compare with dialect 
snift

 ‘to snort.’





snigger

 
/ˈsniɡər/





I.
 
noun




a smothered or half-suppressed laugh.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a smothered or half-suppressed laugh




•
 
the boys at school were sure to snigger at him behind his back




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Doesn't he look like a fool?” they sniggered.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sniggerer






noun













2.
 
sniggeringly






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: later variant of snicker
 .





sniggery

 
/ˈsniɡərē/






adjective






‹informal›

 characterized by or liable to cause sniggering




•
 
sniggery jokes.



















sniggle

 
/ˈsniɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish for eels by pushing a baited hook into holes in which they are hiding.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: frequentative, based on earlier 
snig

 ‘small eel,’ of unknown origin.





snip

 
/snip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut (something) with scissors or shears, typically with small quick strokes




•
 
she snipped layers into the hair around her face




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she inspected the embroidery, 
snipping at

 loose threads.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of cutting something with small quick strokes




•
 
he took a snip at a dandelion on the grass.










2.
 
a small piece of something that has been cut off




•
 
the collage consists of snips of wallpaper.










3.
 
(
the snip

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a vasectomy




•
 
about 6,000 men get the snip every year, and numbers are increasing.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a small or insignificant person




•
 
imagine that little snip telling me I was wrong!










5.
 
(
snips

 )
 — hand shears, especially for cutting metal




•
 
use tin snips.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a surprisingly cheap item; a bargain




•
 
the wine is a snip at £2.65.










7.
 


‹dated›

 a thing that is easily achieved.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘a shred’): from Low German 
snip

 ‘small piece,’ of imitative origin.





snipe

 
/snīp/





I.
 
noun




a wading bird of marshes and wet meadows, with brown camouflaged plumage, a long straight bill, and typically a drumming display flight.

See also painted snipe
 , seed-snipe
 . [
Gallinago

 and other genera, family 
Scolopacidae

 : several species, e.g., the 
common snipe

 (
G. gallinago

 ).]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shoot at someone from a hiding place, especially accurately and at long range




•
 
the soldiers in the trench 
sniped at

 us.










2.
 
make a sly or petty verbal attack




•
 
the state governor constantly 
sniped at

 the president




•
 (as 
noun

 
sniping

 )
 
there has been some sniping about inept leadership.










3.
 
(often as 
noun

 
sniping

 )
 — (in an online auction) place a bid judged to be high enough to win an item just before the bidding is scheduled to close




•
 
sellers love sniping because it drives up prices




•
 
I regularly snipe 10 to 5 seconds before the end of eBay auctions.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — outbid (another bidder in an online auction) just before the bidding is scheduled to close




•
 
what is the point of sitting around for a seven-day auction when half the time you get sniped at the last second.














III.
 
derivatives





sniper

 
/ˈsnīpər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Icelandic 
mýrisnípa

 ; obscurely related to Dutch 
snip

 and German 
Schnepfe

 .





snipe eel






noun




a slender marine eel with a long, thin, beaklike snout, typically occurring in deep water.

[Family 
Nemichthyidae

 : several genera and species.]













snipe fly






noun




a slender, long-legged predatory fly.

[Family 
Rhagionidae

 : many genera and species.]













snipe hunt






noun



1.
 
an act of hunting wild snipe




•
 
a dog is helpful on a snipe hunt, especially for retrieving.










2.
 


(US)

 a practical joke in which an unwitting victim is sent in pursuit of something that doesn't exist




•
 
one or two gullible youths are selected to participate in the notorious snipe hunt.










3.
 
a foolish or hopeless search for or pursuit of something unattainable; a wild goose chase




•
 
case after case, I end up wading my way through some time-consuming snipe hunt.



















snippet

 
/ˈsnipit/





I.
 
noun




a small piece or brief extract




•
 
snippets of information about the war.














II.
 
derivatives





snippety

 
/ˈsnipədē /






adjective





















snippy

 
/ˈsnipē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 curt or sharp, especially in a condescending way




•
 
a snippy note from our landlord.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snippily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
snippiness






noun





















snit

 
/snit/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a fit of irritation; a sulk




•
 
the ambassador and delegation had withdrawn 
in a snit

 .

















– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





snitch

 
/sniCH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — steal.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — inform on someone




•
 
she wouldn't tell who 
snitched on

 me.














II.
 
noun




an informer.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.






snivel

 
/ˈsnivəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cry and sniffle




•
 
Kate started to snivel, looking sad and stunned.










2.
 
complain in a whining or tearful way




•
 
he shouldn't snivel about his punishment




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sniveling

 )
 
you sniveling little brat!














II.
 
noun




a slight sniff indicating suppressed emotion or crying




•
 
Lucy's torrent of howls weakened to a snivel.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sniveler

 
/ˈsniv(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
snivelingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Old English (recorded only in the verbal noun 
snyflung

 ‘mucus’), from 
snofl

 , in the same sense; compare with snuffle
 .





snivel gear






noun




the items carried by a soldier for personal comfort in inclement weather.













snob

 
/snäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with an exaggerated respect for high social position or wealth who seeks to associate with social superiors and dislikes people or activities regarded as lower-class.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a person who believes that their tastes in a particular area are superior to those of other people




•
 
a musical snob.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snobbism

 
/-ˌbizəm /






noun













2.
 
snobby

 
/ˈsnäbē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally dialect in the sense ‘cobbler’): of unknown origin; early senses conveyed a notion of ‘lower status or rank,’ later denoting a person seeking to imitate those of superior social standing or wealth. Folk etymology connects the word with Latin 
sine nobilitate

 ‘without nobility’ but the earliest recorded sense has no connection with this.





snobbery

 
/ˈsnäbərē/






noun




the character or quality of being a snob




•
 
the worst aspects of English class snobbery.



















snobbish

 
/ˈsnäbiSH/





I.
 
adjective




of, characteristic of, or like a snob




•
 
the writer takes a rather snobbish tone.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snobbishly

 
/ˈsnäbiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
snobbishness

 
/ˈsnäbiSHnis /






noun





















SNOBOL

 
/ˈsnōbôl/





I.
 
noun




a high-level computer programming language used especially in manipulating textual data.











– origin

 1960s: formed from letters taken from 
string-oriented symbolic language

 , on the pattern of 
COBOL

 .





snob value






noun




value attached to something for its power to indicate supposed social superiority; cachet




•
 
the coffin was more expensive and carried snob value.



















snog

 
/snäɡ /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
kiss and caress amorously.








II.
 
noun




an act or spell of amorous kissing and caressing.








III.
 
derivatives





snogger






noun



















– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





snood

 
/sno͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an ornamental hairnet or fabric bag worn over the hair at the back of a woman's head.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a ribbon or band worn by unmarried women in Scotland to confine their hair.




3.
 
a wide ring of knitted material worn as a hood or scarf.




4.
 
a short line attaching a hook to a main line in sea fishing.











– origin

 Old English 
snōd

 , of unknown origin.





snook1


 
/sno͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a large edible game fish of the Caribbean that is sometimes found in brackish water.

[
Centropomus undecimalis

 , family 
Centropomidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
snoek

 ‘pike.’






snook2


 
/sno͝ok/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
cock a snook

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 place one's hand so that the thumb touches one's nose and the fingers are spread out, in order to express contempt




•
 
you wouldn't be so quick to cock a snook if she were actually looking at you.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 openly show contempt or a lack of respect for someone or something; thumb one's nose




•
 
he spent a lifetime cocking a snook at the art world.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





snooker

 
/ˈsno͝okər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a game played with cues on a billiard table in which the players use a cue ball (white) to pocket the other balls (fifteen red and six colored) in a set order.




2.
 
a position in a game of snooker or pool in which a player cannot make a direct shot at any permitted ball; a shot placing an opponent in such a position




•
 
he needed a snooker to have a chance of winning the frame.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (oneself or one's opponent) to a snooker.




2.
 


(US)

 trick, entice, or trap




•
 
they were 
snookered into

 buying books at prices that were too high.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 leave (someone) in a difficult position; thwart




•
 
I managed to lose my car keys—that was me snookered.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





snoop

 
/sno͞op /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
investigate or look around furtively in an attempt to find out something, especially information about someone's private affairs




•
 
your sister might find the ring if she goes 
snooping around






•
 (as 
adj.

 
snooping

 )
 
snooping neighbors.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a furtive investigation




•
 
I could go back to her cottage and have another snoop.










2.
 
a person who furtively tries to find out information about someone's private affairs.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snooper

 
/ˈsno͞opər /






noun













2.
 
snoopy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Dutch 
snœpen

 ‘eat on the sly.’





snooperscope

 
/ˈsno͞opərˌskōp/






noun




a device that converts infrared radiation into a visible image, used for seeing in the dark.














snoot

 
/sno͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's nose.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who shows contempt for those considered to be of a lower social class




•
 
the snoots complain that the paper has lowered its standards.










3.
 
a tubular or conical attachment used to produce a narrow beam from a spotlight.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of snout
 .





snootful

 
/ˈsno͞otfo͝ol/






noun



1.
 
enough alcoholic drink to make one drunk




•
 
they're tongue-tied until they've 
had a snootful

 .










2.
 
as much as one can take of something




•
 
he decided he'd had a snootful of playing the role.



















snooty

 
/ˈsno͞odē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 showing disapproval or contempt toward others, especially those considered to belong to a lower social class




•
 
snooty neighbors.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snootily

 
/ˈsno͞odəlē /






adverb













2.
 
snootiness

 
/ˈsno͞odēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from snoot
 + -y
 1
 ; compare with snotty
 .





snooze

 
/sno͞oz /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, light sleep, especially during the day




•
 
he settled in the grass for a snooze.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a boring event or person




•
 
months go by and the job's a snooze.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a short, light sleep




•
 
the children play beach games while the adults snooze in the sun.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snoozer

 
/ˈsno͞ozər /






noun













2.
 
snoozy

 
/ˈsno͞ozē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





snooze button

 
/sno͞oz ˈbətn/






noun




a control on a clock that sets an alarm to repeat after a short interval, allowing time for a little more sleep.














snore

 
/snôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a snorting or grunting sound in a person's breathing while asleep




•
 
she lay on the mattress listening to Sally's snores.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is extremely boring




•
 
she sings a version of “Passionate Kisses” that's a certified snore.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breathe with a snorting or grunting sound while asleep




•
 
he was snoring loudly




•
 (as 
noun

 
snoring

 )
 
you keep me awake all night with your snoring.














III.
 
derivatives





snorer

 
/ˈsnôrər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘a snort, snorting’): probably imitative; compare with snort
 .





snorkel

 
/ˈsnôrk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short curved tube for a swimmer to breathe through while keeping the face under water.




2.
 
a tube used by a submarine just below the surface as a fresh-air intake.




3.
 
(
Snorkel

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a type of hydraulically elevated platform for firefighting.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
snorkeling

 )


1.
 
swim using a snorkel




•
 
the sea is incredibly clear, which is ideal for snorkeling




•
 
snorkel around the unspoiled coral reefs.














III.
 
derivatives





snorkeler






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from German 
Schnorchel

 .





Snorri Sturluson

 
/ˌsnôrē ˈstərləsən/






(1178–1241), Icelandic historian and poet. A leading figure of medieval Icelandic literature, he wrote the 
Younger Edda

 or 
Prose Edda

 and the 
Heimskringla

 , a history of the kings of Norway from mythical times to 1177.










snort

 
/snôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an explosive sound made by the sudden forcing of breath through one's nose, used to express indignation, derision, or incredulity




•
 
he gave a snort of disgust.










2.
 
a snorting sound made by an animal, typically when excited or frightened.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a quantity of an illegal drug, especially cocaine, inhaled in powdered form through the nose




•
 
they were high on a few snorts.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a measure of an alcoholic drink




•
 
a bottle of rum was opened and they took a good long snort.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a sudden sound through one's nose, especially to express indignation or derision




•
 
she snorted with laughter




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“How perfectly ridiculous!” he snorted.










2.
 
(of an animal) make a sudden explosive sound through the nose, especially when excited or frightened.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 inhale (the powdered form of an illegal drug, especially cocaine) through the nose.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb, also in the sense ‘snore’): probably imitative; compare with snore
 . The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





snorter

 
/ˈsnôrdər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that snorts, especially someone who inhales cocaine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a thing that is an extreme or remarkable example of its kind, especially for its strength or severity




•
 
the opening batsman fended off a snorter.




















snot

 
/snät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 nasal mucus.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an arrogant or conceited person.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a contemptible or worthless person.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German; related to snout
 .






snot-nosed

 
/ˈsnätˌnōzd/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 childish and inexperienced (used as a general term of abuse)




•
 
a boy at thirteen is a 
snot-nosed kid

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) considering oneself superior; conceited




•
 
a snot-nosed snob.



















snot rag






noun






‹informal›

 a handkerchief.













snotter

 
/ˈsnädər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Nautical]

 a fitting that holds the heel of a sprit close to the mast.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 a length of rope with an eye spliced in each end.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






snotty

 
/ˈsnädē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 full of or covered with nasal mucus




•
 
a snotty nose.










2.
 


‹informal›

 having or showing a superior or conceited attitude




•
 
a snotty letter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snottily

 
/-tl-ē /






adverb













2.
 
snottiness






noun





















snotty-nosed

 
/ˈsnädēˌnōzd/






adjective






‹informal›

 another term for snot-nosed
 .














snout

 
/snout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the projecting nose and mouth of an animal, especially a mammal.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person's nose.




3.
 
the projecting front or end of something such as a pistol.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a cigarette.




5.
 
tobacco.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a police informer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snouted






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
long-snouted baboons



















2.
 
snouty






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
snūt

 ; related to snot
 .






snout beetle

 
/snout ˈbēdl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for weevil
 .














snow

 
/snō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
atmospheric water vapor frozen into ice crystals and falling in light white flakes or lying on the ground as a white layer




•
 
we were trudging through deep snow




•
 
the first snow of the season.










2.
 
something that resembles snow in color or texture, in particular




3.
 
a mass of flickering white spots on a television or radar screen, caused by interference or a poor signal.




4.
 


‹informal›

 cocaine.




5.
 
a dessert or other dish resembling snow




•
 
vanilla snow.










6.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a frozen gas resembling snow




•
 
carbon dioxide snow.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
it snows

 , 
it is snowing

 , etc.)
 — snow falls




•
 
it's not snowing so heavily now.










2.
 
(
be snowed in

 )
 — be confined or blocked by a large quantity of snow




•
 
I was snowed in for a week.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 mislead or charm (someone) with elaborate and insincere words




•
 
they would snow the public into believing that all was well.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





be snowed under






be overwhelmed with a large quantity of something, especially work




•
 
he's been snowed under with urgent cases.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snowless






adjective













2.
 
snowlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
snāw

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
sneeuw

 and German 
Schnee

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
nix

 , 
niv-

 and Greek 
nipha

 .





Snow, C. P.

 
/snō/






1st Baron Snow of Leicester (1905–80), English novelist and scientist; full name 
Charles Percy Snow

 . He is best known for his sequence of 11 novels, starting with 
Strangers and Brothers

 (1940), that deals with moral dilemmas in the academic world and for his lecture 
Two Cultures

 (1959).









snowball

 
/ˈsnōˌbôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ball of packed snow, especially one made for throwing at other people for fun.




2.
 
a thing that grows rapidly in intensity or importance




•
 
a public-debt snowball




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the closures are expected to have a snowball effect, impacting jobs and tax revenues.










3.
 
a dessert resembling a ball of snow, especially one containing or covered in ice cream.




4.
 
a cocktail containing gin, anisette, and cream.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw snowballs at




•
 
I made sure the other kids stopped snowballing Celia.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — increase rapidly in size, intensity, or importance




•
 
the campaign was snowballing.














III.
 
phrases





a snowball's chance (in hell)








‹informal›

 no chance at all




•
 
the plan has a snowball's chance in hell of being accepted.
























snowball bush

 
snowball tree






noun




a guelder rose, especially one of a sterile variety that produces large globular white flower heads.













snowbell

 
/ˈsnōbel/






noun




an Asian tree related to the storax, bearing clusters of fragrant white hanging flowers at midsummer, widely cultivated as an ornamental.

[
Styrax japonica

 , family 
Styracaceae

 .]













snowberry

 
/ˈsnōˌberē/






noun




a North American shrub of the honeysuckle family, bearing white berries and often cultivated as an ornamental or for hedging.

[
Symphoricarpos albus

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]














snowbird

 
/ˈsnōˌbərd/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a northerner who moves to a warmer southern state in the winter.




2.
 
a widespread and variable junco with gray or brown upper parts and a white belly.

[
Junco hyemalis

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ). Alternative names: 
northern junco

 , 
dark-eyed junco

 , 
slate-colored junco

 .]




3.
 
the snow bunting.













snow-blind

 
/snō blīnd/





I.
 
adjective




temporarily blinded by the glare of light reflected by a large expanse of snow.








II.
 
derivatives





snow blindness

 
/ˈsnō ˌblīn(d)nis /






noun





















snowblink

 
/ˈsnōˌbliNGk/






noun




a white reflection in the sky of snow or ice on the ground.














snowblower

 
/ˈsnōˌblōər/






noun




a machine that clears fallen snow by blowing it to the side.














snowboard

 
/ˈsnōbôrd/





I.
 
noun




a board resembling a short, broad ski, used for sliding downhill on snow.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
slide downhill on a snowboard




•
 
beginners can learn to ski or snowboard.














III.
 
derivatives





snowboarder

 
/ˈsnōˌbôrdər /






noun






















snowboard cross





I.
 
noun




a snowboarding contest for four to six competitors on a winding, undulating course that includes jumps




•
 
she raced to a silver medal on Sunday in the women's snowboard cross.







Also called boardercross
 .











– origin

 1990s: from snowboard
 + 
-cross

 (as in motocross
 ).





snowboarding

 
/ˈsnōˌbôrdiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of sliding downhill on a snowboard




•
 
Whistler is the perfect place to try your hand at snowboarding.



















snow boot

 
/ˈsnō ˌbo͞ot/






noun




a warm waterproof boot worn in the snow.













snowbound

 
/ˈsnōˌbound/






adjective



1.
 
prevented from traveling or going out by snow or snowy weather




•
 
he was snowbound in the nearby mountains.










2.
 
covered in snow or inaccessible because of it




•
 
a snowbound Alpine village.



















snow bunting

 
/snō ˈbən(t)iNG/






noun




a northern bunting that breeds mainly in the Arctic, the male having white plumage with a black back in the breeding season.

[
Plectrophenax nivalis

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ).]













snowcap

 
/ˈsnōˌkap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covering of snow on the top of a mountain.




2.
 
a small Central American hummingbird with mainly purple plumage and a white crown.

[
Microchera albocoronata

 , family 
Trochilidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





snow-capped

 
/ˈsnōˌkapt /






adjective





snowcap
 (
sense

 1)





















snowcat

 
/ˈsnōkat/





I.
 
noun




another term for snowmobile
 .











– origin

 1940s: from snow
 + caterpillar
 .






snow chains

 
/snō CHānz/






plural noun




a pair or set of meshes of metal chain, fitted around a vehicle's tires to give extra traction in snow.













snow cone

 
sno-cone






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(W. Indian)

 a paper cup filled with fruit-flavored crushed ice.













snow crab






noun




an edible spider crab found off the eastern seaboard of Canada.

[
Chionoecetes opilio

 , section 
Oxyrhyncha

 .]













snow day






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a day on which a school or other institution is closed due to heavy snowfall or other extreme winter weather.













snowdrift

 
/ˈsnōˌdrift/






noun




a bank of deep snow heaped up by the wind.













snowdrop

 
/ˈsnōˌdräp/






noun




a widely cultivated bulbous European plant that bears drooping white flowers during the late winter.

[
Galanthus nivalis

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]













snowfall

 
/ˈsnōˌfôl/






noun



1.
 
a fall of snow




•
 
heavy snowfalls made travel absolutely impossible.










2.
 
the quantity of snow falling within a given area in a given time




•
 
winters with above-average snowfall.



















snow fence






noun




a fence erected to prevent hazardous snowdrifts, typically by the side of a road.













snowfield

 
/ˈsnōˌfēld/






noun




a permanent wide expanse of snow in mountainous or polar regions.













snowflake

 
/ˈsnōˌflāk/






noun



1.
 
a flake of snow, especially a feathery ice crystal, typically displaying delicate sixfold symmetry.




2.
 
a white-flowered Eurasian plant related to and resembling the snowdrop, typically blooming in the summer or autumn.

[Genus 
Leucojum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]













snow flea






noun




either of two small insects that appear on or near snow in northern regions or on mountains.

[● a springtail that often swarms on snow, making it appear black (family 
Isotomidae

 , including the Alpine 
Isotoma saltans

 and the North American 
Hypogastrura nivicola

 ). ● a small flightless scorpionfly that feeds on mosses (family 
Boreidae

 , including the Eurasian 
Boreus hyemalis

 ).]














snow globe






noun




a toy or ornament consisting of a model of a scene in a liquid containing white particles that, when shaken, mimic a snowstorm.













snow goose

 
/ˈsnō ˌɡo͞os/






noun




a gregarious goose that breeds in Arctic Canada and Greenland, typically having white plumage with black wing tips.

[
Anser caerulescens

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













snow gun






noun




a machine that makes artificial snow and blows it onto ski slopes.













snow job

 
/ˈsnō ˌjäb/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a deception or concealment of one's real motive in an attempt to flatter or persuade




•
 
we need to 
do a snow job on

 him.



















snowkiting

 
/ˈsnōˌkīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or pastime of riding on skis or a snowboard while holding on to a specially designed kite, using the wind for propulsion




•
 
if you’re a fan of flying through the air, then snowkiting is the sport for you.














II.
 
derivatives





snowkiter

 
/ˌsnōˈkīdər /






noun






















snow leopard

 
/snō ˈlepərd/






noun




a rare large cat that has pale gray fur patterned with dark blotches and rings, living in the Altai mountains, Hindu Kush, and Himalayas.

Also called ounce
 2
 . [
Panthera uncia

 , family 
Felidae

 .]













snow line

 
/snō līn/






noun

 — (usu. 
the snow line

 )


1.
 
the altitude above which some snow remains on the ground in a particular place throughout the year.




2.
 
the altitude above which there is snow on the ground in a particular place at a given time.













snow machine






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for snowmobile
 .













snowmaking

 
/ˈsnōˌmākiNG/






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the production of artificial snow, especially for ski slopes




•
 
snowmaking machines.



















snowman

 
/ˈsnōˌman/






noun




a representation of a human figure created with compressed snow.













snowmelt

 
/ˈsnōmelt/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the melting of fallen snow




•
 
heavy rains combine with rapid snowmelt.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 water that results from this




•
 
the day was springlike and the snowmelt shone in blue and gold.




















snowmobile

 
/ˈsnōməˌbēl/





I.
 
noun




a motor vehicle, especially one with runners in the front and caterpillar tracks in the rear, for traveling over snow.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel by snowmobile


(as 
noun

 
snowmobiling

 )


•
 
the county offers snowmobiling, ice fishing, kayaking, and rafting.














III.
 
derivatives





snowmobiler






noun





















snowpack

 
/ˈsnōpak/






noun




a mass of snow on the ground that is compressed and hardened by its own weight.













snow pants






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 insulated waterproof trousers worn for outdoor activities in the winter




•
 
people were bundled up in scarves, hats, snow pants, and gloves.



















snow pea

 
/snō pē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pea of a variety with an edible pod, eaten when the pod is young and flat.

Compare with sugar snap
 .













snowplow

 
/ˈsnōˌplou /

 


‹Brit.›

 snowplough





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement or vehicle for clearing roads of snow by pushing it aside.




2.
 


[Skiing]

 an act of turning the points of one's skis inward in order to slow down or turn.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ski with the tips of one's skis pointing inward in order to slow down or turn.













snowscape

 
/ˈsnōˌskāp/






noun



1.
 
a landscape covered in snow.




2.
 
a picture of a landscape covered in snow.













snowshoe

 
/ˈsnōˌSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a flat device resembling a racket that is attached to the sole of a boot and used for walking on snow.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel wearing snowshoes




•
 
we snowshoed down into the next valley.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snowshoer

 
/-ər /






noun













2.
 
snowshoeing

 
/-iNG /






noun





















snowshoe hare

 
snowshoe rabbit






noun




a North American hare with large hairy hind feet, fairly small ears, and a white winter coat.

[
Lepus americanus

 , family 
Leporidae

 .]













snowslide






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an avalanche.













snowstorm

 
/ˈsnōˌstôrm/






noun



1.
 
a heavy fall of snow, especially with a high wind.




2.
 
a shower or large quantity of something




•
 
it swam away in a flurry of wings and flippers, raising a snowstorm of foam.










3.
 

snow globe
 .













snowsuit

 
/ˈsnōso͞ot/






noun




a child's one- or two-piece coverall with a warm lining for protection against cold and often with a water-repellent outer material.













snowsure

 
/ˈsnōˌSHo͝or/






adjective




(of a ski resort or slope) likely to have enough snow to ski on during the season




•
 
one of the most snowsure resorts in the Alps.



















snow thrower






noun




another term for snowblower
 .













snow tire






noun




a tire with a tread that gives extra traction on snow or ice.













snow-white






adjective




of a pure white color




•
 
perfect spotless utensils on a snow-white tablecloth.



















snowy

 
/ˈsnōē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with snow




•
 
snowy mountains.










2.
 
(of weather or a period of time) characterized by snowfall




•
 
a snowy January day.










3.
 
of or like snow, especially in being pure white




•
 
snowy hair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snowily

 
/ˈsnōəlē /






adverb













2.
 
snowiness

 
/ˈsnōēnəs /






noun





















snowy egret






noun




a North American egret with all-white plumage, black legs, and yellow feet.

[
Egretta thula

 , family 
Ardeidae

 .]













snowy owl

 
/ˈsnōē oul/






noun




a large northern owl that breeds mainly in the Arctic tundra, the male being entirely white and the female having darker markings.

[
Nyctea scandiaca

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













snowy plover






noun




a small white-breasted plover related to the ringed plover, found on most continents.

[
Charadrius alexandrinus

 , family 
Charadriidae

 .]













SNP

 
/snip/






abbreviation




single nucleotide polymorphism.













Snr.






abbreviation






(chiefly Brit.)

 Senior




•
 
John Hammond Snr.



















snub

 
/snəb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rebuff, ignore, or spurn disdainfully




•
 
he snubbed faculty members and students alike




•
 
he snubbed her request to wind up the debate.










2.
 
check the movement of (a horse or boat), especially by a rope wound around a post




•
 
a horse snubbed to a tree.














II.
 
noun




an act of showing disdain or a lack of cordiality by rebuffing or ignoring someone or something




•
 
he couldn't help thinking that the whole thing was meant to be taken as a snub.














III.
 
adjective




(of a person's or animal's nose) short and turned up at the end


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
snub-nosed.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb, originally in the sense ‘rebuke with sharp words’): from Old Norse 
snubba

 ‘chide, check the growth of.’ The adjective dates from the early 18th cent.





snubber

 
/ˈsnəbər/






noun



1.
 
a simple kind of shock absorber.




2.
 
an electric circuit intended to suppress voltage spikes.













snuck

 
/snək /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›







past and past participle of sneak
 .









snuff1


 
/snəf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
extinguish (a candle)




•
 
a breeze 
snuffed out

 the candle.










2.
 


‹dated›

 trim the charred wick from (a candle).




3.
 


‹informal›

 kill or put an end to in an abrupt or sudden manner




•
 
his life was 
snuffed out

 by a sniper's bullet.










4.
 
(
snuff it

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 die.








II.
 
noun




the charred part of a candle wick.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.






snuff2


 
/snəf/





I.
 
noun




powdered tobacco that is sniffed up the nostril rather than smoked




•
 
a pinch of snuff.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inhale or sniff at (something)




•
 
they stood 
snuffing up

 the keen cold air.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 sniff up powdered tobacco.








III.
 
phrases





up to snuff

 

‹informal›






a.
 
meeting the required standard




•
 
they need a million dollars to get their facilities up to snuff.










b.
 
in good health




•
 
he hadn't felt up to snuff all summer.










c.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 not easily deceived; knowing




•
 
an up-to-snuff old vagabond.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Middle Dutch 
snuffen

 ‘to snuffle.’ The noun dates from the late 17th cent. and is probably an abbreviation of Dutch 
snuftabak

 .





snuffbox

 
/ˈsnəfˌbäks/






noun




a small ornamental box for holding snuff.













snuffer

 
/ˈsnəfər /

 
candlesnuffer






noun



1.
 
a small hollow metal cone on the end of a handle, used to extinguish a candle by smothering the flame.




2.
 
(usu. 
snuffers

 or 
candlesnuffers

 )
 — an implement resembling scissors with an inverted metal cup attached to one blade, used to extinguish a candle or trim its wick.













snuff film

 
snuff movie






noun






‹informal›

 a pornographic movie of an actual murder.














snuffle

 
/ˈsnəfəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
breathe noisily through the nose due to a cold or crying




•
 
Alice was weeping quietly, snuffling a little.










2.
 
(especially of an animal) make repeated sniffing sounds as though smelling at something




•
 
the collie snuffled around his boots




•
 (as 
noun

 
snuffling

 )
 
she heard a strange, persistent snuffling.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sniff or sniffing sound




•
 
a silence broken only by the faint snuffles of the dogs.










2.
 
(usu. 
the snuffles

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a cold or other infection that causes sniffing




•
 
he went down with the snuffles.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snuffler






noun













2.
 
snuffly






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Low German and Dutch 
snuffelen

 ; compare with snuff
 2
 and snivel
 .





snuffy1


 
/ˈsnəfē/






adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 supercilious or contemptuous




•
 
some snuffy old stockbroker.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 easily offended; annoyed.













snuffy2







adjective






‹archaic›

 resembling powdered tobacco in color or substance.














snug

 
/snəɡ/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
comfortable, warm, and cozy; well protected from the weather or cold




•
 
she was safe and snug in Ruth's arms




•
 
a snug cottage.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of an income or employment) allowing one to live in comfort and comparative ease.




3.
 
(especially of clothing) very tight or close-fitting




•
 
a well-shaped hood for a snug fit.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a small, comfortable public room in a pub or inn.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 place (something) safely or cozily




•
 
she tucks him in, snugging the blanket up to his chin.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 settle comfortably and cozily




•
 
the passengers snugged down among the cargo.














IV.
 
phrases





snug as a bug (in a rug)








‹humorous›

 in an extremely comfortable position or situation.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
snugly

 
/ˈsnəɡlē /






adverb













2.
 
snugness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in nautical use in the sense ‘shipshape, compact, prepared for bad weather’): probably of Low German or Dutch origin.





snuggery

 
/ˈsnəɡərē/






noun



1.
 
a cozy or comfortable place, especially someone's private room or den.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 another term for snug
 .













snuggle

 
/ˈsnəɡəl/





I.
 
verb




settle or move into a warm, comfortable position


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I 
snuggled down

 in my sleeping bag




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she snuggled her head into his shoulder.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: frequentative of the verb snug
 .





snuggly

 
/ˈsnəɡ(ə)lē/





I.
 
adjective




comfortable, warm, and cozy




•
 
she had to stay in her snuggly bed until the last second.

















usage:

 
Snuggly

 and 
snugly

 are quite different in meaning, though frequently confused. 
Snuggly

 is an adjective meaning ‘comfortable, warm, and cozy,’ as in a snuggly pair of slippers. 
Snugly

 is an adverb meaning ‘in a very tight or close-fitting way,’ as in the ring fit snugly on her finger.






so1


 
/sō/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to such a great extent




•
 
the words tumbled out 
so

 fast 
that

 I could barely hear them




•
 
don't look so worried




•
 
I'm not 
so

 foolish 
as to

 say that.










2.
 
extremely; very much (used for emphasis)




•
 
she looked so pretty




•
 
I do love it so.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize a clause or negative statement




•
 
that's so not fair




•
 
you are so going to regret this.










4.
 


‹informal›

 used with a gesture to indicate size




•
 
the bird was about so long.










5.
 
[as 
submodifier

 with 
negative

 ]
 — to the same extent (used in comparisons)




•
 
he isn't 
so

 bad 
as

 you'd think




•
 
without his parents’ support, he would not have done so well.










6.
 
referring back to something previously mentioned.




7.
 
that is the case




•
 
“Is it going to rain?” “I think so.”




•
 
if she notices, she never says so.










8.
 
the truth




•
 
I hear that you're a writer—is that so?










9.
 
similarly; and also




•
 
times have changed and so have I.










10.
 
expressing agreement




•
 
“It's cold in here.” “So it is.”










11.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphatically contradict a negative statement




•
 
it is so!










12.
 
in the way described or demonstrated; thus




•
 
hold your arms so




•
 


so it was that

 he was still a bachelor.














II.
 
conjunction



1.
 
and for this reason; therefore




•
 
it was still painful, so I went to see a specialist




•
 
you know I'm telling the truth, so don't interrupt.










2.
 
(
so that

 )
 — with the result that




•
 
it was overgrown with brambles, so that I had difficulty making any progress.










3.
 
(
so that

 )
 — with the aim that; in order that




•
 
they whisper to each other so that no one else can hear.










4.
 
and then; as the next step




•
 
and so to the finals.










5.
 
introducing a question




•
 
so, what did you do today?










6.
 
introducing a question following on from what was said previously




•
 
so what did he do about it?










7.
 
(also 
so what?

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 why should that be considered significant?




•
 
“Marv is wearing a suit.” “So?”




•
 


so what if

 he failed?










8.
 
introducing a statement that is followed by a defensive comment




•
 
so I like anchovies—what's wrong with that?










9.
 
introducing a concluding statement




•
 
so that's that.










10.
 
in the same way; correspondingly




•
 


just as

 bad money drives out good, 
so

 does bad art drive out the good.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
and so on (or forth)






and similar things; et cetera




•
 
these snacks include cheeses, cold meats, and so on.















2.
 
just so much








‹chiefly derogatory›

 emphasizing a large amount of something




•
 
it's just so much ideological cant.















3.
 
not so much —— as ——






not —— but rather ——




•
 
the novel was not so much unfinished as unfinishable.















4.
 
only so much






a limited amount




•
 
there is only so much you can do to protect yourself.















5.
 
or so






see or
 1
 .









6.
 
so as to do something






in order to do something




•
 
she had put her hair up so as to look older.















7.
 
so be it






an expression of acceptance or resignation.









8.
 
so far






see far
 .









9.
 
so far, so good






see far
 .









10.
 
so long!








‹informal›

 goodbye until we meet again.









11.
 
so long as






see long
 1
 .









12.
 
so many (or much)






indicating a particular but unspecified quantity




•
 
so many hours at such-and-such a speed.















13.
 
so much as






[with 
negative

 ]
 — even




•
 
he sat down without so much as a word to anyone.















14.
 
so much for





a.
 
indicating that one has finished talking about something




•
 
So much for the melodic line. We now turn our attention to the accompaniment.










b.
 
suggesting that something has not been successful or useful




•
 
so much for that idea!















15.
 
so much so that






to such an extent that




•
 
I was fascinated by the company, so much so that I wrote a book about it.















16.
 
so to speak (or say)






used to highlight the fact that one is describing something in an unusual or metaphorical way




•
 
delving into the body's secrets, I looked death in the face, so to speak.





















– origin

 Old English 
swā

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zo

 and German 
so

 .





so2


 
/sō/






noun




alternate spelling of sol
 1
 .













So.






abbreviation




South.













s.o.






abbreviation



1.
 
seller's option.




2.
 
shipping order.













-so






combining form




equivalent to -soever
 .














soak

 
/sōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or allow (something) to become thoroughly wet by immersing it in liquid




•
 
soak the beans overnight in water.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be immersed in water or another liquid




•
 
she spent some time soaking in a hot bath.










3.
 
(of a liquid) cause (something or someone) to become extremely wet




•
 
the rain poured down, soaking their hair.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) penetrate or permeate completely




•
 
cold water was soaking into my shoes.










5.
 
(
soak something off/out

 )
 — remove something by immersing it in water for a period of time




•
 
don't disturb the wound—soak the dressing off if necessary.










6.
 


‹informal›

 impose heavy charges or taxation on




•
 
few of us common people care how much tax Congress soaks on racing motorboats.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 drink heavily




•
 
you keep soaking in taverns.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of immersing someone or something in liquid for a period of time




•
 
I'm looking forward to a long soak in the tub.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a heavy drinker




•
 
his daughter stayed up to put the 
old soak

 to bed.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
soak oneself in






immerse oneself in (a particular experience, activity, or interest)




•
 
he soaked himself in the music of Mozart.















2.
 
soak something up





a.
 
absorb a liquid




•
 
use clean tissues to soak up any droplets of water.










b.
 
expose oneself to or experience (something beneficial or enjoyable)




•
 
lie back and soak up the Mediterranean sun




•
 
he spends his time painting and soaking up the culture.










c.
 


‹informal›

 cost or use up money




•
 
the project had soaked up over $1 billion.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soakage

 
/ˈsōkij /






noun













2.
 
soaker

 
/ˈsōkər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
socian

 ‘become saturated with a liquid by immersion’; related to 
sūcan

 ‘to suck.’





soaked

 
/sōkt/






adjective




extremely wet; saturated




•
 
my shirt is soaked through




•
 
she was soaked to the skin




•
 


‹figurative›

 a sun-soaked beach.



















soaking

 
/ˈsōkiNG/





I.
 
adjective




extremely wet; wet through




•
 
his jacket was soaking.














II.
 
noun




an act of wetting something thoroughly




•
 
in spring, give the soil a good soaking.



















so-and-so

 
/ˈsō ən ˌsō/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing whose name the speaker does not need to specify or does not know or remember.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is disliked or is considered to have a particular characteristic, typically an unfavorable one




•
 
nosy old so-and-so!



















soap

 
/sōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance used with water for washing and cleaning, made of a compound of natural oils or fats with sodium hydroxide or another strong alkali, and typically having perfume and coloring added




•
 
a bar of soap.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a soap opera




•
 
the soaps are at the top of the ratings.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wash with soap




•
 
she soaped her face.














III.
 
phrases





no soap








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to convey that there is no chance of something happening or occurring




•
 
They needed a writer with some enthusiasm. No soap.


















IV.
 
derivatives





soapless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sāpe

 ; related to Dutch 
zeep

 and German 
Seife

 . The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.






soapberry

 
/ˈsōpˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a tree or shrub with berries that produce a soapy froth when crushed, in particular

[● a plant with saponin-rich berries that are used as a soap substitute (genus 
Sapindus

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 ). ● another term for buffalo berry
 .]




2.
 
the berry of any of the soapberry plants.













soapbox

 
/ˈsōpˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a box or crate used as a makeshift stand by a public speaker


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a soapbox orator.










2.
 
a thing that provides an opportunity for someone to air their views publicly




•
 
fanzines are soapboxes for critical sports fans.



















soapbox derby

 
Soap Box Derby






noun




a race for children driving motorless, improvised vehicles made from crates and crudely resembling race cars.













soap bubble






noun




an iridescent bubble consisting of air in a thin film of soapy water.













soap dish






noun




a shallow receptacle for a bar of soap




•
 
a white ceramic soap dish.



















soapfish

 
/ˈsōpˌfiSH/






noun




a stout-bodied fish of tropical seas that produces large amounts of toxic mucus from the skin, giving it a soapy feel when handled.

[Family 
Grammistidae

 , several genera and species.]













soap flakes

 
/ˈsōp flāks/






plural noun






‹dated›

 soap in the form of thin flakes, typically used for washing clothes.













soap opera

 
/ˈsōp ˌäp(ə)rə/





I.
 
noun




a television or radio drama series dealing typically with daily events in the lives of the same group of characters.











– origin

 1930s: so named because such serials were originally sponsored by soap manufacturers.





soap plant






noun




a plant of the lily family with white flowers, found in dry habitats of California. The fiber-covered bulbs were used as soap by American Indians.

[Genus 
Chlorogalum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : two species, the wavy-leaved 
C. pomeridianum

 and the narrow-leaved 
C. angustifolium

 .]













soap powder

 
/ˈsōp ˈpoudər/






noun




detergent in the form of a powder, typically used for washing clothes.













soapstone

 
/ˈsōpˌstōn/






noun




a soft rock consisting largely of talc.

Compare with steatite
 .














soapsuds

 
/ˈsōpˌsədz/






plural noun




froth made from soap and water.














soapwort

 
/ˈsōpwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a plant of the pink family, with fragrant pink or white flowers and leaves that were formerly used to make soap.

[
Saponaria officinalis

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]













soapy

 
/ˈsōpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or covered with soap




•
 
hot soapy water.










2.
 
of or like soap




•
 
his hands smelled soapy.










3.
 
(of a person or behavior) unpleasantly flattering and ingratiating




•
 
a soapy, fawning look.










4.
 


‹informal›

 characteristic of a soap opera




•
 
soapy little turns of plot.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soapily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
soapiness

 
/ˈsōpēnəs /






noun





















soar

 
/sôr/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fly or rise high in the air




•
 
the bird spread its wings and soared into the air




•
 


‹figurative›

 when she heard his voice, her spirits soared.










2.
 
maintain height in the air without flapping wings or using engine power




•
 
the gulls soared on the summery winds.










3.
 
increase rapidly above the usual level




•
 
the cost of living continued to soar




•
 (as 
adj.

 
soaring

 )
 
the soaring crime rate.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soarer






noun













2.
 
soaringly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
essorer

 , based on Latin 
ex-

 ‘out of’ + 
aura

 ‘breeze.’





soaraway

 
/ˈsôrəˌwā/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 making or characterized by rapid or impressive progress




•
 
a soaraway success.



















Soave

 
/ˈswävā/






noun




a dry white wine produced in the region of northern Italy around Soave.













sob

 
/säb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cry noisily, making loud, convulsive gasps




•
 
he broke down and sobbed like a child




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he sobbed himself to sleep.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — say while crying noisily


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“I thought they'd killed you,” he sobbed weakly.














II.
 
noun




an act or sound of sobbing




•
 
with a sob of despair she threw herself onto the bed.














III.
 
derivatives





sobbingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps of Dutch or Low German origin; compare with Dutch dialect 
sabben

 ‘to suck.’





SOB

 
/esōˈbēː /

 
s.o.b.






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for son of a bitch
 .














soba

 
/ˈsōbə/





I.
 
noun




Japanese noodles made from buckwheat flour.











– origin

 Japanese.






sober

 
/ˈsōbər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not affected by alcohol; not drunk.




2.
 
serious, sensible, and solemn




•
 
a sober view of life




•
 
his expression became sober.










3.
 
free from alcoholism; not habitually drinking alcohol




•
 
I've been clean and sober for five years.










4.
 
muted in color




•
 
a sober gray suit.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become sober after drinking alcohol


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
that coffee 
sobered

 him 
up






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I ought to 
sober up

 a bit.










2.
 
make or become more serious, sensible, and solemn


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his expression sobered her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sobering

 )
 
a sobering thought.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soberingly






adverb













2.
 
soberly

 
/ˈsōbərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sobre

 , from Latin 
sobrius

 .





soberness

 
/ˈsōbərnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of not being under the influence of alcohol or drugs; sobriety




•
 
he leaves the festivities proclaiming his soberness.










2.
 
the quality of being staid or solemn




•
 
there isn't a lot of energy here due to the soberness of the music.



















sobersides

 
/ˈsōbərˌsīdz/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sedate and serious person.








II.
 
derivatives





sobersided

 
/ˌsōbərˈsīdid /






adjective





















Sobieski, John

 
/sôbˈyāskē/






see John III
 .









sobriety

 
/səˈbrīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being sober




•
 
the price of beer compelled me to maintain a certain level of sobriety.










2.
 
the quality of being staid or solemn.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sobriete

 or Latin 
sobrietas

 , from 
sobrius

 (see sober
 ).





sobriquet

 
/ˈsōbrəˌkā ˈsōbrəˌket /

 
soubriquet





I.
 
noun




a person's nickname.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, originally in the sense ‘tap under the chin,’ of unknown origin.





sob sister

 
/säb ˈsistər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a female journalist who writes articles with sentimental appeal or answers readers' problems.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an overly sentimental woman.













sob story

 
/ˈsäb ˌstôrē/






noun






‹informal›

 a story or explanation intended to make someone feel sympathy for the person relating it.













soc

 
/sōSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (especially among academics) sociology


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
she's a soc major.



















Soc.






abbreviation



1.
 
Socialist.




2.
 
Society.













soca

 
/ˈsōkə/





I.
 
noun




calypso music with elements of soul, originally from Trinidad.











– origin

 1970s: blend of soul
 and calypso
 .





socage

 
/ˈsäkij /

 
soccage





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a feudal tenure of land involving payment of rent or other nonmilitary service to a superior.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from 
soc

 , variant of soke
 .





SoCal

 
/ˈsōˌkal/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 southern California




•
 
SoCal is the nation's biggest auto market




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
typical SoCal punk bands.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally as 
So. Cal.

 ): abbreviation of 
southern California

 .





so-called

 
/ˈsō ˈˌkôld/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used to show that something or someone is commonly designated by the name or term specified




•
 
next on the list are so-called “soft” chemicals like phosphorous acid.










2.
 
used to express one's view that a name or term is inappropriate




•
 
she could trust him more than any of her so-called friends.




















soccer

 
/ˈsäkər/





I.
 
noun




a game played by two teams of eleven players with a round ball that may not be touched with the hands or arms during play except by the goalkeepers. The object of the game is to score goals by kicking or heading the ball into the opponents' goal.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from a shortening of Association football
 + an extended use of -er
 1
 .





soccer mom

 
//






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a middle-class suburban mother who spends a great deal of time taking her children to play soccer or engage in other activities.













Sochi

 
/ˈsōCHē/






a port and resort in southwestern Russia, located in the western foothills of the Caucasus, on the Black Sea coast, close to the border with Georgia; pop. 334,300 (est. 2008).









sociability

 
/ˌsōSHəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of being sociable




•
 
the enforced sociability of the midday meal




•
 
for all his sociability, he never really connects with people.



















sociable

 
/ˈsōSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
willing to talk and engage in activities with other people; friendly




•
 
being a sociable person, Eva loved entertaining.










2.
 
(of a place, occasion, or activity) marked by friendliness




•
 
a very sociable little village.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an open carriage with facing side seats.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 an informal social gathering




•
 
a church sociable.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociableness

 
/ˈsōSHəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













2.
 
sociably

 
/ˈsōSHəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
sociabilis

 , from 
sociare

 ‘unite,’ from 
socius

 ‘companion.’






social

 
/ˈsōSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to society or its organization




•
 
alcoholism is recognized as a major social problem




•
 
a traditional Japanese social structure.










2.
 
of or relating to rank and status in society




•
 
a recent analysis of social class in Britain




•
 
her mother is a lady of the highest social standing.










3.
 
needing companionship and therefore best suited to living in communities




•
 
we are social beings as well as individuals.










4.
 
relating to or designed for activities in which people meet each other for pleasure




•
 
Guy led a full social life.










5.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a bird) gregarious; breeding or nesting in colonies.




6.
 
(of an insect) living together in organized communities, typically with different castes, as ants, bees, wasps, and termites do.




7.
 
(of a mammal) living together in groups, typically in a hierarchical system with complex communication.








II.
 
noun




an informal social gathering, especially one organized by the members of a particular club or group




•
 
a church social.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociality

 
/ˌsōSHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
socially

 
/ˈsōSHəlē /






adverb






•
 
families who are socially disadvantaged

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
socialis

 ‘allied,’ from 
socius

 ‘friend.’





social assistance






noun




Canadian term for social security
 .













social benefit






noun




a benefit payable under a social security system.













social capital






noun




the networks of relationships among people who live and work in a particular society, enabling that society to function effectively.













social class






noun




a division of a society based on social and economic status




•
 
people from different social classes and walks of life




•
 
her social class excluded her from training at an art school




•
 
Austen was a keen observer of social class.



















social cleansing






noun




the large-scale removal from an area of members of a social category regarded as undesirable




•
 
the demolition of large swathes of council housing smacks of social cleansing.




















social climber

 
/ˌsōSHəl ˈklīmər/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who is eager to gain a higher social status.

Also called climber
 .








II.
 
derivatives





social climbing






noun





















social conscience

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˈkänSHəns/






noun




a sense of responsibility or concern for the problems and injustices of society.













social contract

 
social compact






noun




an implicit agreement among the members of a society to cooperate for social benefits, for example by sacrificing some individual freedom for state protection. Theories of a social contract became popular in the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries among theorists such as Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, as a means of explaining the origin of government and the obligations of subjects.













social credit






noun




the economic theory that consumer purchasing power should be increased either by subsidizing producers so that they can lower prices or by distributing the profits of industry to consumers.













social Darwinism






noun




the theory that individuals, groups, and peoples are subject to the same Darwinian laws of natural selection as plants and animals. Now largely discredited, social Darwinism was advocated by Herbert Spencer and others in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and was used to justify political conservatism, imperialism, and racism and to discourage intervention and reform.













social democracy





I.
 
noun




a socialist system of government achieved by democratic means.








II.
 
derivatives





social democrat






noun





















social disease

 
/ˈsōSHəl dəˈzēz/






noun






‹informal›

 a venereal disease.













social distance






noun




the perceived or desired degree of remoteness between a member of one social group and the members of another, as evidenced in the level of intimacy tolerated between them.













social drinker





I.
 
noun




a person who drinks alcohol chiefly on social occasions and only in moderate quantities.








II.
 
derivatives





social drinking






noun





















social engineering

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the application of sociological principles to specific social problems.








II.
 
derivatives





social engineer






noun





















social entrepreneur





I.
 
noun




a person who establishes an enterprise with the aim of solving social problems or effecting social change.




•
 
small-scale projects run by local or regional social entrepreneurs.














II.
 
derivatives





social entrepreneurship






noun





















social fact






noun




a thing originating in the institutions or culture of a society that affects the behavior or attitudes of an individual member of that society.













social gaming





I.
 
noun




the activity or practice of playing an online game on a social media platform.




•
 
social gaming, with its emphasis on friends and community, is seeing tremendous growth.














II.
 
derivatives





social gamer






noun





















social geography






noun




the study of people and their environment with particular emphasis on social factors.













social gospel





I.
 
noun




Christian faith practiced as a call not just to personal conversion but to social reform.








II.
 
derivatives





social gospeler






noun





















social graph






noun




a representation of the interconnection of relationships in an online social network.













social insurance

 
/ˈsōSHəl inˈSHo͝orəns/






noun




a system of compulsory contribution to provide government assistance in sickness, unemployment, etc.













socialism

 
/ˈsōSHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a political and economic theory of social organization that advocates that the means of production, distribution, and exchange should be owned or regulated by the community as a whole.




2.
 
policy or practice based on the political and economic theory of socialism.




3.
 
(in Marxist theory) a transitional social state between the overthrow of capitalism and the realization of communism.





The term “socialism” has been used to describe positions as far apart as anarchism, Soviet state communism, and social democracy; however, it necessarily implies an opposition to the untrammeled workings of the economic market.The socialist parties that have arisen in most European countries from the late 19th century have generally tended toward social democracy.







– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
socialisme

 , from 
social

 (see social
 ).





socialist

 
/ˈsōSHələst/





I.
 
noun




a person who advocates or practices socialism.








II.
 
adjective




adhering to or based on the principles of socialism




•
 
the history of socialist movement.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
socialistic

 
/ˌsōSHəˈlistik /






adjective













2.
 
socialistically

 
/ˌsōSHəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















socialist realism






noun




the theory of art, literature, and music officially sanctioned by the state in some communist countries (especially in the Soviet Union under Stalin), by which artistic work was supposed to reflect and promote the ideals of a socialist society.













socialite

 
/ˈsōSHəˌlīt/






noun




a person who is well known in fashionable society and is fond of social activities and entertainment.













socialize

 
/ˈsōSHəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — mix socially with others




•
 
he didn't mind 
socializing with

 his staff.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) behave in a way that is acceptable to their society




•
 
newcomers are 
socialized into

 orthodox ways




•
 (as 
adj.

 
socializing

 )
 
a socializing effect.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — organize according to the principles of socialism


(as 
adj.

 
socialized

 )


•
 
socialized economies.














II.
 
derivatives





socialization

 
/ˌsōSHələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsōSHəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





socialize
 (
sense

 2 and 
sense

 3)





















socialized medicine






noun






(US)

 the provision of medical and hospital care for all by means of public funds.













socializer

 
/ˈsōSHəlˌīzər/






noun




a person who enjoys mixing socially with others.













social justice






noun




justice in terms of the distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a society




•
 
individuality gives way to the struggle for social justice.




















social justice warrior






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who expresses or promotes socially progressive views




•
 
these social justice warriors want to apply their politically correct standards and rules to others' speech.



















social ladder

 
social scale






noun

 — (usu. 
the social ladder

 )


1.
 
the hierarchical structure of society or of a society




•
 
it would be a step up the social ladder for him when the marriage came off.



















social market economy

 
social market






noun




an economic system based on a free market operated in conjunction with state provision for those unable to sell their labor, such as people who are elderly or unemployed.













social media






noun




websites and applications that enable users to create and share content or to participate in social networking.













social network






noun



1.
 
a network of social interactions and personal relationships.




2.
 
a dedicated website or other application that enables users to communicate with each other by posting information, comments, messages, images, etc.













social networking






noun




the use of dedicated websites and applications to interact with other users, or to find people with similar interests to oneself.













social process






noun




the pattern of growth and change in a society over the years.













social promotion






noun




the practice promoting a child to the next grade level regardless of skill mastery in the belief that it will promote self-esteem.













social psychology





I.
 
noun




the branch of psychology that deals with social interactions, including their origins and their effects on the individual.








II.
 
derivatives





social psychologist






noun





















social realism

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˈrē(ə)ˌlizəm/






noun




the realistic depiction in art of contemporary life, as a means of social or political comment.













social science

 
/ˌsōSHəl ˈsīəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scientific study of human society and social relationships.




2.
 
a subject within the field of social science, such as economics or politics.








II.
 
derivatives





social scientist






noun





















social secretary

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˈsekrəˌterē/






noun




a person who arranges the social activities of a person or organization.














social security

 
/ˌsōSHəl səˈkyo͝orədē/






noun



1.
 
any government system that provides monetary assistance to people with an inadequate or no income.




2.
 
(
Social Security

 )
 — (in the US) a federal insurance program that provides benefits to retired people and those who are unemployed or disabled.













Social Security number

 
SSN






noun




(in the US) a number in the format 000-00-0000, unique for each individual, used to track Social Security benefits and for other identification purposes.













social service

 
/ˌsō.SH.əl ˈsərvəs/






noun

 — (
social services

 )


1.
 
government services provided for the benefit of the community, such as education, medical care, and housing.




2.
 
activity aiming to promote the welfare of others.













social sharing






noun




the practice of sharing content from a website on a social media site or application




•
 
mobile technology and social sharing have reshaped the media industry in recent years




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
don't forget to add social sharing buttons to your blog.



















social software






noun




computer software that enables users to interact and share data.













social status






noun




a person's standing or importance in relation to other people within a society




•
 
top-performing school systems are likely to have teachers with high social status.



















social studies

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˌstədēz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
various aspects or branches of the study of human society, considered as an educational discipline.













social unit






noun




an individual, or a group or community, considered as a discrete constituent of a society or larger group.













social work

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˌwərk/





I.
 
noun




work carried out by trained personnel with the aim of alleviating the conditions of those in need of help or welfare.








II.
 
derivatives





social worker

 
/ˈsōSHəl ˌwərkər /






noun





















societal

 
/səˈsīədl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to society or social relations




•
 
societal change.














II.
 
derivatives





societally






adverb





















society

 
/səˈsīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the aggregate of people living together in a more or less ordered community




•
 
drugs, crime, and other dangers to society.










2.
 
the community of people living in a particular country or region and having shared customs, laws, and organizations




•
 
the high incidence of violence in American society




•
 
modern industrial societies.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a specified section of a community




•
 
no one in polite society uttered the word.










4.
 
(also 
high society

 )
 — the aggregate of people who are fashionable, wealthy, and influential, regarded as forming a distinct group in a community


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a society wedding.










5.
 
a plant or animal community.




6.
 
an organization or club formed for a particular purpose or activity


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.










7.
 
the situation of being in the company of other people




•
 
she shunned the society of others.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘companionship, friendly association with others’): from French 
société

 , from Latin 
societas

 , from 
socius

 ‘companion.’





Society Islands





I.
 
a group of islands in the South Pacific Ocean that form part of French Polynesia.







– origin

 named in honor of the Royal Society by Captain Cook, who visited the islands in 1769.





Society of Jesus

 
/səˈˌsīədē əv ˈjēzəs/






official name of the Jesuits (see Jesuit
 ).










socio-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to society; society and …




•
 
socioeconomic.










2.
 
relating to sociology; sociology and …




•
 
sociolinguistics.

















– origin

 from Latin 
socius

 ‘companion.’





sociobiology

 
/ˌsōsēōˌbīˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of the biological (especially ecological and evolutionary) aspects of social behavior in animals and humans.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociobiological

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
sociobiologically

 
/-ˌbīəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
sociobiologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















sociocultural

 
/ˌsōsēōˈkəlCHərəl/





I.
 
adjective




combining social and cultural factors.








II.
 
derivatives





socioculturally






adverb





















socioecology

 
/ˌsōsēōˌēˈkäləjē, -eˈkä-/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with the interactions among the members of a species, and between them and the environment.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
socioecological

 
/-kəˈlSHjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
socioecologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















socioeconomic

 
/ˌsōsēōˌēkəˈnämik ˌsōsēōˌekəˈnämik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or concerned with the interaction of social and economic factors.








II.
 
derivatives





socioeconomically






adverb





















sociogenomics

 
/ˌsōsēōjēˈnämiks, -ji-, -ˈnōmiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
singular

 ]


1.
 
a scientific discipline that attempts to find the genetic basis of social behavior and its evolution.













sociolect

 
/ˈsōsēōˌlekt/





I.
 
noun




the dialect of a particular social class.











– origin

 1970s: from socio-
 + 
-lect

 as in dialect
 .





sociolinguistics

 
/ˌsōsēōliNGˈɡwistiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of language in relation to social factors, including differences of regional, class, and occupational dialect, gender differences, and bilingualism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociolinguist

 
/-ˈliNGɡwist /






noun













2.
 
sociolinguistic

 
/ˌsōsēōliNGˈɡwistik /






adjective













3.
 
sociolinguistically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















sociology

 
/ˌsōsēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the development, structure, and functioning of human society.




2.
 
the study of social problems.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociological

 
/ˈˌsōsēōˈläjəkəl ˈˌsōSH(ē)ōˈläjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
sociologically

 
/ˈˌsōsēōˈläjək(ə)lē ˈˌsōSH(ē)ōˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
sociologist

 
/ˌsōsēˈäləjəst ˌsōSH(ē)ˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
sociologie

 (see socio-
 , -logy
 ).





sociometry

 
/ˌsōsēˈämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the quantitative study and measurement of relationships within a group of people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociometric

 
/ˌsōsēōˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
sociometrically

 
/ˌsōsēōˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
sociometrist

 
/-trist /






noun





















sociopath

 
/ˈsōsēōˌpaTH/





I.
 
noun




a person with a personality disorder manifesting itself in extreme antisocial attitudes and behavior and a lack of conscience.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sociopathic

 
/ˌsōsēōˈpaTHik /






adjective













2.
 
sociopathy

 
/ˌsōsēˈäpəTHē /






noun





















sociopolitical

 
/ˌsōsēōpəˈlid(ə)k(ə)l/






adjective




combining social and political factors.














sock

 
/säk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a garment for the foot and lower part of the leg, typically knitted from wool, cotton, or nylon.




2.
 
a removable inner sole placed inside a shoe or boot for added warmth or to improve the fit.




3.
 
a white marking on the lower part of a horse's leg, not extending as far as the knee or hock.

Compare with stocking
 .




4.
 


‹informal›

 a hard blow




•
 
a sock on the jaw.










5.
 


(US)

 force or emphasis




•
 
we have enough speed and sock in our lineup to score runs.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 hit forcefully




•
 
Jess socked his father across the face.










2.
 
(often 
be socked with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 affect disadvantageously




•
 
consumers have been socked with huge price increases.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
knock (or blow) someone's socks off








‹informal›

 amaze or impress someone.









2.
 
knock the socks off








‹informal›

 surpass or beat




•
 
it will knock the socks off the opposition.















3.
 
—— one's socks off








‹informal›

 do something with great energy and enthusiasm




•
 
she acted her socks off.















4.
 
put a sock in it






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 stop talking.









5.
 
sock and buskin








‹archaic›

 the theatrical profession; drama.









6.
 
sock it to someone








‹informal›

 attack or make a forceful impression on someone.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sock something away








(N. Amer.)

 put money aside as savings




•
 
you'll need to sock away about $900 a month.















2.
 
sock something in (or sock in)








(N. Amer.)

 (of weather) envelop




•
 
the beach was 
socked in with

 fog.





















– origin

 Old English 
socc

 ‘light shoe,’ of Germanic origin, from Latin 
soccus

 ‘comic actor's shoe, light low-heeled slipper,’ from Greek 
sukkhos

 .





sockdolager

 
/säkˈdôlijər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a forceful blow.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an exceptional person or thing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably a fanciful formation from sock
 .





socket

 
/ˈsäkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a natural or artificial hollow into which something fits or in which something revolves




•
 
the eye socket.










2.
 
the part of the head of a golf club into which the shaft is fitted.




3.
 
an electrical device receiving a plug or light bulb to make a connection.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place in or fit with a socket.




2.
 


[Golf]

 old-fashioned term for shank
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘head of a spear, resembling a plowshare’): from an Anglo-Norman French diminutive of Old French 
soc

 ‘plowshare,’ probably of Celtic origin.





socket set






noun




a number of detachable sockets of different sizes for use with a socket wrench.













socket wrench






noun




a ratchet tool with a series of detachable sockets for tightening and loosening nuts of different sizes.














sockeye

 
/ˈsäkī /

 
sockeye salmon





I.
 
noun




a commercially valuable salmon of the North Pacific and rivers draining into it.

Also called red salmon
 . [
Oncorhynchus nerka

 , family 
Salmonidae

 . See also kokanee
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: by folk etymology from Salish 
sukai

 , literally ‘fish of fishes.’





sock hop






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a dance for young teenagers at which they may dance in stocking feet.













socking

 
/ˈsäkiNG/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis




•
 
a brooch with a 
socking great

 diamond in the middle.



















socko

 
/ˈsäkō/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 stunningly effective or successful




•
 
a sellout, socko performance.

















– origin

 1920s: from sock
 in the sense ‘forceful blow’ + -o
 .





sock puppet





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple hand puppet made from a sock.




2.
 
a person whose actions are controlled by another




•
 
to this mix of industry sock puppets add a gullible media.










3.
 
a false online identity, typically created by a person or group in order to promote their own opinions or views.








II.
 
derivatives





sock puppetry






noun





















socle

 
/ˈsäkəl/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a plain low block or plinth serving as a support for a column, urn, statue, etc., or as the foundation of a wall.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Italian 
zoccolo

 , literally ‘wooden shoe,’ from Latin 
socculus

 , from 
soccus

 (see sock
 ).





Socrates

 
/ˈsäkrəˌtēz/






(469–399 
BC

 ), ancient Athenian philosopher. As represented in the writings of his disciple Plato, he engaged in dialogue with others in an attempt to reach understanding and ethical concepts by exposing and dispelling error (the 
Socratic method

 ). Charged with introducing strange gods and corrupting the young, he committed suicide as required.









Socratic

 
/səˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Socrates or his philosophy.








II.
 
noun




a follower of Socrates.








III.
 
derivatives





Socratically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















Socratic irony






noun




a pose of ignorance assumed in order to entice others into making statements that can then be challenged.













sod1


 
/säd/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the sod

 )


1.
 
the surface of the ground, with the grass growing on it.




2.
 
a piece of this, usually sold in rolls and used to start a new lawn, athletic field, etc.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with sod or pieces of turf




•
 
the stadium has been sodded.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the old sod






one's native country.









2.
 
under the sod






dead and buried in a grave.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
sode

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





sod2


 
/säd /

 

‹vulgar slang chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unpleasant or obnoxious person.




2.
 
a person of a specified kind.




3.
 
something that is difficult or causes problems.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
used to express one's anger or annoyance at someone or something.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] [in 
imperative

 ] (
sod off

 )
 — go away.




3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
sodding

 )
 — used as a general term of contempt.








III.
 
phrases





sod all








‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 absolutely nothing.















– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of sodomite
 .






soda

 
/ˈsōdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
soda water

 or 
club soda

 )
 — carbonated water (originally made with sodium bicarbonate) drunk alone or with liquor or wine




•
 
a whiskey and soda.










2.
 
(also 
soda pop

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a carbonated soft drink




•
 
a can of soda.










3.
 
sodium carbonate, especially as a natural mineral or as an industrial chemical.




4.
 
sodium in chemical combination




•
 
nitrate 
of soda

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin, from Arabic 
suwwad

 ‘saltwort.’





soda ash

 
/ˈsōdə ˌaSH/






noun




commercially manufactured anhydrous sodium carbonate.













soda bread

 
/ˈsōdə bred/






noun




bread leavened with baking soda.













soda cracker

 
/ˈsōdə ˌkrakər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thin, crisp cracker leavened with baking soda.













soda fountain

 
/ˈsōdə ˌfount(ə)n/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a device that dispenses soda water or soft drinks.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shop or counter selling drinks from a soda fountain.













soda jerk

 
soda jerker






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person who serves and sells soft drinks and ice cream at a soda fountain.













soda lake






noun




a salt lake with a high content of sodium salts.













soda lime






noun




a mixture of calcium oxide and sodium hydroxide.













sodalite

 
/ˈsōdlˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a blue mineral consisting mainly of an aluminosilicate and chloride of sodium, occurring chiefly in alkaline igneous rocks.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from soda
 + -lite
 .





sodality

 
/sōˈdalədē/





I.
 
noun




a confraternity or association, especially a Roman Catholic religious guild or brotherhood.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
sodalité

 or Latin 
sodalitas

 , from 
sodalis

 ‘comrade.’





soda pop






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 see soda
 (
sense

 1).













sodbuster

 
/ˈsädˌbəstər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a farmer or farm worker who plows the land.













sodden

 
/ˈsädn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
saturated with liquid, especially water; soaked through




•
 
his clothes were sodden.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having drunk an excessive amount of a particular alcoholic drink




•
 
a whiskey-sodden criminal.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 saturate (something) with water.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soddenly






adverb













2.
 
soddenness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘boiled, cooked by boiling’): archaic past participle of seethe
 .





Soddy, Frederick

 
/ˈsädē/






(1877–1956), English physicist. He assisted William Ramsay in the discovery of helium, formulated a theory of isotopes, and coined the word 
isotope

 in 1913 after working on radioactive decay. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1921).









sodger

 
/ˈsōjər/






noun




nonstandard spelling of soldier
 , used to represent regional pronunciation.













sodic

 
/ˈsōdik/






adjective



1.
 
of or containing sodium.




2.
 


[Mineralogy]

 (of mineral, rock, or soil) containing a higher proportion of sodium than usual.













sodium

 
/ˈsōdēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Na

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 11, a soft silver-white reactive metal of the alkali metal group.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from soda
 + -ium
 .





sodium bicarbonate






noun




a soluble white powder used in fire extinguishers and effervescent drinks and as a leavening agent in baking.

Also called baking soda
 . [Chem. formula: NaHCO3
 .]













sodium carbonate

 
/sōdēəmˈkäːrbənət/






noun




a white alkaline compound with many commercial applications including the manufacture of soap and glass.

Also called washing soda
 . [Chem. formula: Na2
 CO3
 .]













sodium chloride

 
/ˈˌsōdēəm ˈklôˌrīd/






noun




a colorless crystalline compound occurring naturally in seawater and halite; common salt.

[Chem. formula: NaCl.]













sodium cyanide






noun




a white odorless crystalline soluble compound that has, when damp, an odor of hydrogen cyanide. It is used for extracting gold and silver from their ores and for case-hardening steel.

[Chem. formula: NaCN.]














sodium hydroxide

 
/ˈˌsōdēəm hīˈdräkˌsīd/






noun




a strongly alkaline white deliquescent compound used in many industrial processes, e.g., the manufacture of soap and paper.

[Chem. formula: NaOH.]














sodium nitrate

 
/ˈˌsōdēəm ˈnīˌtrāt/






noun




a white powdery compound used mainly in the manufacture of fertilizers.

[Chem. formula: NaNO3
 .]













sodium thiosulphate

 
/ˌsōdēəm ˌTHīōˈsəlfāt/






noun




a white soluble compound used in photography as a fixer to dissolve unchanged silver halides.

Also called hypo
 1
 . [Chem. formula: Na2
 S2
 O3
 .]













sodium-vapor lamp

 
sodium lamp






noun




a lamp in which an electrical discharge in sodium vapor gives a yellow light, typically used in street lighting.














Sodom

 
/ˈsädəm/





I.
 
a town in ancient Palestine, probably south of the Dead Sea. According to Genesis, it was destroyed by fire from heaven, together with Gomorrah, for the wickedness of its inhabitants.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Sodom

 )
 — a wicked or depraved place.










sodomite

 
/ˈsädəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in sodomy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sodomitic

 
/ˌsädəˈmitik /






adjective













2.
 
sodomitical

 
/ˌsädəˈmidik(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘sodomy’): via Old French from late Latin 
Sodomita

 , from Greek 
Sodomitēs

 ‘inhabitant of Sodom.’





sodomy

 
/ˈsädəmē/





I.
 
noun




sexual intercourse involving anal or oral copulation.








II.
 
derivatives





sodomize

 
/ˈsädəˌmīz /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
sodomia

 , from late Latin 
peccatum Sodomiticum

 ‘sin of Sodom’ (after Gen. 19:5, which implies that the men of Sodom practiced homosexual rape) (see Sodom
 ).





Sod's Law

 
/ˈsädz ˌlô/






another name for Murphy's Law
 .









SOE






abbreviation




Special Operations Executive.













soever

 
/ˌsōˈevər/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 of any kind; to any extent




•
 
how great soever the assurance is.




















-soever





I.
 
combining form




of any kind; to any extent




•
 
whatsoever




•
 
whosoever.

















– origin

 Middle English: originally as the phrase 
so ever

 .





sofa

 
/ˈsōfə/





I.
 
noun




a long upholstered seat with a back and arms, for two or more people.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, based on Arabic 
ṣuffa

 .





sofa bed

 
/ˈsōfə ˌbed/






noun




a sofa that can be converted into a bed, typically for occasional use.













SOFAR

 
/ˈsōfär /

 
sofar





I.
 
noun




a system in which the sound waves from an underwater explosion are detected and located by three or more listening stations, useful in determining the position at sea of survivors of a disaster.











– origin

 1940s: from 
So(und) f(ixing) a(nd) r(anging)

 .





soffit

 
/ˈsäfət/





I.
 
noun




the underside of an architectural structure such as an arch, a balcony, or overhanging eaves.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
soffite

 or Italian 
soffitto

 , based on Latin 
suffixus

 ‘fastened below.’





Sofia

 
/ˈsōfēə/






the capital of Bulgaria, in the western part of the country; pop. 1,162,898 (2008).









sofrito

 
/sōˈfrēdō/





I.
 
noun




a Caribbean and Latin American sauce of tomatoes, onions, peppers, garlic, and herbs.











– origin

 American Spanish, from past participle of Spanish 
sofreír

 ‘to fry.’





S. of S.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Song of Songs (or Song of Solomon).













S. of Sol.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Song of Solomon.













soft

 
/sôft/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
easy to mold, cut, compress, or fold; not hard or firm to the touch




•
 
soft margarine




•
 
the ground was soft beneath their feet.










2.
 
having a smooth surface or texture that is pleasant to touch; not rough or coarse




•
 
soft crushed velvet




•
 
her hair felt very soft.










3.
 
rounded; not angular




•
 
the soft edges of their adobe home.










4.
 
having a pleasing quality involving a subtle effect or contrast rather than sharp definition




•
 
the soft glow of the lamps




•
 
the moon's pale light cast soft shadows.










5.
 
(of a voice or sound) quiet and gentle




•
 
they spoke in soft whispers.










6.
 
(of rain, wind, or other natural force) not strong or violent




•
 
a soft breeze rustled the trees.










7.
 
(of a consonant) pronounced as a fricative (as 
c

 in 
ice

 ).




8.
 
(of a market, currency, or commodity) falling or likely to fall in value.




9.
 
sympathetic, lenient, or compassionate, especially to a degree perceived as excessive; not strict or sufficiently strict




•
 
the administration is not becoming 
soft on

 crime




•
 
Julia's soft heart was touched by his grief.










10.
 
(of words or language) not harsh or angry; conciliatory; soothing




•
 
he was no good with soft words, gentle phrases.










11.
 
not strong or robust




•
 
soft, out-of-shape executives in a computer company.










12.
 


‹informal›

 (of a job or way of life) requiring little effort.




13.
 
(of news or other journalism) regarded more as entertainment than as basic news




•
 
fashion is regarded as soft news.










14.
 
willing to compromise in political matters; moderate




•
 
candidates ranging from far right to soft left.










15.
 


‹informal›

 foolish; silly




•
 
he must be going soft in the head.










16.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
soft on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 infatuated with




•
 
was Brendan soft on her?










17.
 
(of a drink) not alcoholic




•
 
all they had was ginger ale and a few other soft drinks.










18.
 
(of a drug) not likely to cause addiction.




19.
 
(of water) free from mineral salts that make lathering difficult.




20.
 
(of radiation) having little penetrating power.




21.
 
(of a detergent) biodegradable.




22.
 
(also 
soft-core

 )
 — (of pornography) suggestive or erotic but not explicit.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
softly




•
 
I can just speak soft and she'll hear me.










2.
 
in a weak or foolish way




•
 
don't talk soft.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have a soft spot for






be fond of or affectionate toward.









2.
 
soft option






an easier alternative




•
 
probation should in no sense be seen as a soft option by the judiciary.















3.
 
soft touch






(also 
easy touch

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who readily gives or does something if asked.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
softish

 
/ˈsôftiSH /






adjective













2.
 
softness

 
/ˈsôf(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sōfte

 ‘agreeable, calm, gentle’; related to Dutch 
zacht

 and German 
sanft

 .





softa

 
/ˈsôftə/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim student of sacred law and theology.











– origin

 Turkish, from Persian 
sūḵta

 ‘burned, on fire.’





softball

 
/ˈsôf(t)ˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a modified form of baseball played on a smaller field with a larger ball, seven rather than nine innings, and underarm pitching. The game evolved during the late 19th century from a form of indoor baseball.




2.
 
the ball used in the game of softball.













soft-boiled






adjective




(of an egg) boiled for a short time, leaving the yolk soft or liquid.














soft chancre

 
/ˈsôft ˌSHaNGkər/






noun




another term for chancroid
 .














soft clam






noun




another term for soft-shell clam
 .













soft coal






noun




bituminous coal.













soft copy

 
/sôft ˈkäpē/






noun






[Computing]

 a legible version of a piece of data that is not printed on a physical medium, especially as stored or displayed on a computer.













softcover

 
/ˈsôf(t)ˌkəvər/






adjective, noun




another term for paperback
 .














soft crab






noun




another term for soft-shell crab
 .













soft drink

 
/sôft driNGk/






noun




a nonalcoholic drink, especially one that is carbonated.













soften

 
/ˈsôfən/






verb



1.
 
make or become less hard


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
plant extracts to soften and moisturize the skin




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
let the vegetables soften over a low heat.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a market, currency, or commodity) fall in value




•
 
the share price has softened recently.




•
 
rents have softened in out-of-town locations.




•
 
sales could soften if the economy turns down.










3.
 
make or become less severe


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
some Democrats tried to 
soften the blow

 by substituting a smaller cut in the property tax rate




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her expression softened at the sight of Diane's white face.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — undermine the resistance of (someone)




•
 
the blockade appears a better weapon with which to 
soften

 them 
up

 for eventual surrender.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove mineral salts from (water).













softener

 
/ˈsôf(ə)nər/






noun




a substance or device that softens something, especially a fabric softener.













softening of the brain






noun






‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 mental deterioration, especially senile dementia, supposedly resulting from degeneration of the brain tissue.













soft focus

 
/sôft ˈfōkəs/





I.
 
noun




deliberate slight blurring or lack of definition in a photograph or movie.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
soft-focus

 )


1.
 
characterized by or producing a lack of definition.




2.
 
denoting a point of view or style of presentation that obscures or avoids sharp definition in order to be more widely acceptable




•
 
soft-focus, nonpolitical essays about American life.



















soft fruit

 
/sôft fro͞ot/






noun






(Brit.)

 a small stoneless fruit, such as a strawberry or a black currant.













soft goods

 
/sôft ɡo͝odz/






plural noun




textiles.













soft-headed

 
/ˌsôftˈhedəd /

 
softheaded





I.
 
adjective




lacking wisdom or intelligence.








II.
 
derivatives





soft-headedness

 
/ˌsôftˈhedədnəs /






noun





















softhearted

 
/ˌsôftˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




kind and compassionate.








II.
 
derivatives





softheartedness






noun





















soft-hued






adjective




of a light, subtle color or shade




•
 
a wide array of colors, both soft-hued and bold.



















soft hyphen






noun




a hyphen inserted into a word not otherwise hyphenated, to be displayed or typeset only if it falls at the end of a line of text.













softie

 
/ˈsôftē /

 
softy






noun






‹informal›

 a softhearted, weak, or sentimental person.













soft iron






noun




iron that has a low carbon content and is easily magnetized and demagnetized, used to make the cores of solenoids and other electrical equipment.













soft key






noun




a button on a mobile phone, computer keyboard, or other electronic device whose function can be changed programmatically




•
 
the middle soft key is for additional options and settings for that app.



















soft landing

 
/ˌsôft ˈlandiNG/





I.
 
noun




a controlled landing of a spacecraft during which no serious damage is incurred.








II.
 
derivatives





soft-land






verb






















soft launch





I.
 
noun




the release of a new product or service to a restricted audience or market in advance of a full launch




•
 
the device has been in development for three years and is finally ready for a soft launch.







Compare with hard launch
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release (a new product or service) to a restricted audience or market in advance of a full launch




•
 
the site was soft-launched on Sunday, November 16th.



















soft line






noun




a flexible and moderate attitude or policy




•
 
the chancellor is taking a soft line on inflation.



















soft loan






noun




a loan, typically one to a developing country, made on terms very favorable to the borrower.













softly

 
/ˈsôf(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a quiet voice or manner




•
 
“Can't you sleep?” she asked softly




•
 
the door opened softly.










2.
 
with a gentle or slow movement




•
 
he touched her cheek softly.










3.
 
in a pleasantly subdued manner




•
 
the room was softly lit by a lamp.



















soft money






noun




a contribution to a political party that is not accounted as going to a particular candidate, thus avoiding various legal limitations.













soft-nosed

 
/ˈsôftˌnōzd/






adjective




(of a bullet) expanding on impact.













soft palate

 
/ˌsôf(t) ˈpalət/






noun




the fleshy, flexible part toward the back of the roof of the mouth.














soft-paste

 
/ˈsôftˌpāst/






adjective




denoting artificial porcelain, typically made with white clay and ground glass and fired at a comparatively low temperature.













soft pedal

 
/sôft ˈpedl/





I.
 
noun




a pedal on a piano that can be pressed to make the tone softer.

See also una corda
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 play with the soft pedal down.




2.
 


[Music]

 refrain from emphasizing the more unpleasant aspects of; play down




•
 
the administration's decision to soft-pedal the missile program.



















softphone

 
/ˈsäftˌfōn/






noun




a piece of software that allows the user to make telephone calls over the Internet via a computer.














soft power






noun




a persuasive approach to international relations, typically involving the use of economic or cultural influence.

Compare with hard power
 .













soft rock






noun




rock music with a less persistent beat and more emphasis on lyrics and melody than hard rock has.













soft rot






noun



1.
 
any of a number of bacterial and fungal diseases of fruit and vegetables in which the tissue becomes soft and slimy.




2.
 
any of a number of fungal conditions affecting timber, which becomes soft and friable.













soft sell

 
/sôft sel/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a method of salesmanship or advertising that uses subtle persuasion.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell (something) by using suble persuasion.














soft-shell clam

 
softshell clam






noun




a marine bivalve mollusk with a thin shell and a long siphon, valued as food on the east coast of North America.

Also called soft clam
 , steamer
 . [Genus 
Mya

 , family 
Myidae

 , esp. 
M. arenaria

 .]














soft-shell crab

 
softshell crab






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a crab, especially a blue crab, that has recently molted and has a new shell that is still soft and edible.

Also called soft crab
 .













soft-shelled turtle

 
soft-shell turtle






noun




a freshwater turtle with a flattened leathery shell, native to Asia, Africa, and North America.

[Family 
Trionychidae

 : several genera and many species, including the 
spiny soft-shelled turtle

 
Apalone

 (or 
(Trionyx) spinifera

 ) of North America.]













soft-shoe





I.
 
noun




a kind of tap dance performed in soft-soled shoes




•
 
he could dance a jig or a soft-shoe




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a soft-shoe shuffle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a soft-shoe dance.




2.
 
move quietly and carefully so as not to draw attention to oneself




•
 
I soft-shoed after him




•
 


‹figurative›

 he soft-shoed into a safer topic of conversation.



















soft shoulder

 
/sôft ˈSHōldər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an unpaved strip of land at the side of a road.













soft skills






plural noun




personal attributes that enable someone to interact effectively and harmoniously with other people.













soft soap

 
/sôft ˈsōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a semifluid soap, especially one made with potassium rather than sodium salts.




2.
 


‹informal›

 persuasive flattery.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 use flattery in order to persuade or cajole (someone) to do something.













soft-spoken






adjective




speaking or said with a gentle, quiet voice.













soft target

 
/sôft ˈtärɡət/






noun




a person or thing that is relatively unprotected or vulnerable, especially to military or terrorist attack.













soft-top






noun



1.
 
another term for convertible
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
(
soft top

 )
 — the roof of a convertible.














software

 
/ˈsôf(t)wer/






noun




the programs and other operating information used by a computer.

Compare with hardware
 .













soft wheat






noun




wheat of a variety having a soft grain rich in starch.













softwood

 
/ˈsôf(t)wo͝od/






noun



1.
 
the wood from a conifer (such as pine, fir, or spruce) as distinguished from that of broadleaved trees.




2.
 
a tree producing softwood.




3.
 
(in gardening) young pliable growth on shrubs and other plants from which cuttings can be taken.













SOG






abbreviation




Special Operations Group.













soggy

 
/ˈsäɡē/





I.
 
adjective




wet and soft




•
 
the sandbags were soggy and split open




•
 


‹figurative›

 the chorus sings powerfully but the interpretation is ultimately soggy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soggily

 
/ˈsäɡəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sogginess

 
/ˈsäɡēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘boggy’): from dialect 
sog

 ‘a swamp’ + -y
 1
 .





Sogne Fiord

 
/ˌsôNGnə ˈfyôrd/






a fiord on the western coast of Norway. The longest and deepest fiord in the country, it extends inland for about 125 miles (200 km), with a maximum depth of 4,291 feet (1,308 m). Norwegian name 
Sognafjorden

 .









sogo shosha

 
/ˈsōɡō ˈSHōSHə/





I.
 
noun




a very large Japanese company that trades internationally in a wide range of goods and services.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
sōgō

 ‘comprehensive’ + 
shōsha

 ‘mercantile society.’






Soho

 
/ˈsōhō/





I.
 
an area of central London traditionally associated with nightlife and the sex industry.

Compare with SoHo
 .







– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from the old word 
soho

 , used as a hunting cry; the area was a royal park in Tudor times.






SoHo

 
/ˈsōhō/





I.
 
an area of Manhattan, New York City.

Compare with Soho
 .







– origin

 abbreviation from 
SOuth of HOuston Street

 .





SOHO

 
/ˈsōhō/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a market for relatively inexpensive consumer electronics used by individuals and small companies.











– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
small office home office

 .





soi-disant

 
/ˌswädēˈzäN ˌswädēˈzän(t)/





I.
 
adjective




self-styled; so-called




•
 
a soi-disant novelist.

















– origin

 French, from 
soi

 ‘oneself’ + 
disant

 ‘saying.’





soigné

 
/swänˈyā/





I.
 
adjective




dressed very elegantly; well groomed




•
 
she was dark, petite, and soignée.

















– origin

 past participle of French 
soigner

 ‘take care of,’ from 
soin

 ‘care.’





soil1


 
/soil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper layer of earth in which plants grow, a black or dark brown material typically consisting of a mixture of organic remains, clay, and rock particles




•
 
blueberries need very acid soil




•
 


‹figurative›

 the Garden State has provided fertile soil for the specialty beer market.










2.
 
the territory of a particular nation




•
 
the stationing of U.S. troops on Japanese soil.














II.
 
derivatives





soilless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, perhaps representing Latin 
solium

 ‘seat,’ by association with 
solum

 ‘ground.’






soil2


 
/soil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make dirty




•
 
he might soil his expensive suit




•
 (as 
adj.

 
soiled

 )
 
a soiled T-shirt.










2.
 
(especially of a child, patient, or pet) make (something) dirty by defecating in or on it.




3.
 
bring discredit to; tarnish




•
 
what good is there in soiling your daughter's reputation?














II.
 
noun



1.
 
waste matter, especially sewage containing excrement.

See also night soil
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a stain or discoloring mark.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
soiller

 , based on Latin 
sucula

 , diminutive of 
sus

 ‘pig.’ The earliest use of the noun (late Middle English) was ‘muddy wallow for wild boar’; current noun senses date from the early 16th cent.





soil3


 
/soil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 feed (cattle) on fresh-cut green fodder (originally for the purpose of purging them).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from soil
 2
 .





soil-like






adjective




resembling or suggestive of earth or soil




•
 
worms excrete a soil-like rich, dark humus.



















soil mechanics






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science concerned with the properties and behavior of soil as they affect its use in civil engineering.













soil pipe

 
/soil pīp/






noun




a sewage or waste water pipe.














soil science






noun




the branch of science concerned with the formation, nature, ecology, and classification of soils.













soil stack






noun




the pipe that takes all the waste water from the upstairs plumbing system of a building.













soirée

 
/swäˈrā/





I.
 
noun




an evening party or gathering, typically in a private house, for conversation or music.











– origin

 French, from 
soir

 ‘evening.’





soixante-neuf

 
/ˌswäsän(t)ˈnəf, ˌswäzän(t)ˈnəf/





I.
 
noun




another term for sixty-nine
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘sixty-nine,’ from the position of the couple.





sojourn

 
/ˈsōjərn /

 

‹formal›






I.
 
noun




a temporary stay




•
 
her sojourn in Rome.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stay somewhere temporarily




•
 
she had sojourned once in Egypt.














III.
 
derivatives





sojourner

 
/ˈsōˌjərnər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sojourner

 , based on Latin 
sub-

 ‘under’ + late Latin 
diurnum

 ‘day.’





soju

 
/ˈsōˌjo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a Korean alcoholic drink typically made from rice or sweet potatoes




•
 
he poured himself a glass of soju.

















– origin

 Korean, literally ‘burning liquor.’






Soka Gakkai

 
/ˌsōkə ˈɡäkī/





I.
 
a political and lay religious organization founded in Japan in 1930, based on the teachings of the Nichiren Buddhist sect.







– origin

 Japanese, from 
sō

 ‘create’ + 
ka

 ‘value’ + 
gakkai

 ‘(learned) society.’





sokaiya

 
/ˌsōˈkīyə/





I.
 
noun




a holder of shares in a Japanese company who tries to extort money from it by threatening to cause trouble for executives at a general meeting of the shareholders.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
sōkai

 ‘general meeting’ + 
-ya

 ‘dealer.’






soke

 
/sōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a right of local jurisdiction.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a district under a particular jurisdiction; a minor administrative district.











– origin

 late Old English, back-formation from obsolete 
soken

 ‘habitual visiting of a place.’





Sokol

 
/ˈsäkäl/





I.
 
noun




a Slavic gymnastic society aiming to promote a communal spirit and physical fitness, originating in Prague in 1862.











– origin

 Czech, literally ‘falcon’ (the emblem of the society).






sol1


 
/sōl /

 
so





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 (in solmization) the fifth note of a major scale.




2.
 


[Music]

 the note G in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 Middle English 
sol

 : representing (as an arbitrary name for the note) the first syllable of 
solve

 , taken from a Latin hymn (see solmization
 ).






sol2


 
/säl sôl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a fluid suspension of a colloidal solid in a liquid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of solution
 .






sol3


 
/sōl sôl /

 
nuevo sol





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Peru, equal to 100 centavos. It replaced the inti in 1991.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘sun.’






Sol

 
/säl, sōl /

 

‹Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the sun, especially when personified as a god.







– origin

 Latin.





SOL






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 shit out of luck.













sol.






abbreviation



1.
 
soluble.




2.
 
solution.














-sol





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting different kinds and states of soil




•
 
histosol




•
 
vertisol.

















– origin

 from Latin 
solum

 ‘soil.’





sola1


 
/ˈsōlə/





I.
 
noun




an Indian swamp plant of the pea family, with stems that yield the pith that is used to make sola topis.

[
Aeschynomene indica

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Bengali 
solā

 , Hindi 
śolā

 .





sola2







noun




feminine form of solus
 .













solace

 
/ˈsäləs/





I.
 
noun




comfort or consolation in a time of distress or sadness




•
 
she sought solace in her religion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give solace to.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
solas

 (noun), 
solacier

 (verb), based on Latin 
solari

 ‘to console.’






solan

 
/ˈsōlən /

 
solan goose





I.
 
noun




the northern gannet.

See gannet
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old Norse 
súla

 ‘gannet’ + 
and-

 ‘duck.’





solanaceous

 
/ˌsäləˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the nightshade family (
Solanaceae

 ).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Solanaceae

 (plural), based on Latin 
solanum

 ‘nightshade,’ + -ous
 .





solander

 
/səˈlandər /

 
solander box





I.
 
noun




a protective box made in the form of a book, for holding such items as botanical specimens, maps, and color plates.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after Daniel C. 
Solander

 (1736–82), Swedish botanist.





solanine

 
/ˈsōlənēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous compound that is present in green potatoes and in related plants. It is a steroid glycoside of the saponin group.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from the genus name 
Solanum

 + -ine
 4
 .





solanum

 
/sōˈlānəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the potato and woody nightshade.

[Genus 
Solanum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 Latin.





Solapur

 
/ˈSHōləˌpo͝or /

 
Sholapur






a city in western India, on the Deccan plateau in the state of Maharashtra; pop. 1,128,900 (est. 2009).










solar1


 
/ˈsōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or determined by the sun




•
 
solar radiation.










2.
 
relating to or denoting energy derived from the sun's rays




•
 
solar heating.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
solaris

 , from 
sol

 ‘sun.’





solar2


 
/ˈsōlər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an upper chamber in a medieval house.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
soler

 , from Latin 
solarium

 ‘gallery, terrace.’





solar battery

 
/ˈsōlər ˈbadərē /

 
solar cell






noun




a device converting solar radiation into electricity.













solar constant






noun






[Physics]

 the rate at which energy reaches the earth's surface from the sun, usually taken to be 1,388 watts per square meter.













solar day






noun




the time between successive meridian transits of the sun at a particular place.













solar eclipse

 
/ˈsōlər əˈklips ēˈklips/






noun




an eclipse in which the sun is obscured by the moon.













solar energy

 
/ˈsōlər ˈenərjē/






noun



1.
 
radiant energy emitted by the sun.




2.
 
another term for solar power
 .













solar farm






noun




an installation or area of land in which a large number of solar panels are set up in order to generate electricity.














solar flare

 
/ˈsōlər fle(ə)r/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a brief eruption of intense high-energy radiation from the sun's surface, associated with sunspots and causing electromagnetic disturbances on the earth, as with radio frequency communications and power line transmissions.













solarium

 
/səˈlerēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room fitted with extensive areas of glass to admit sunlight.




2.
 
a room equipped with sunlamps or tanning beds that can be used to acquire an artificial suntan.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘sundial, place for sunning oneself,’ from 
sol

 ‘sun.’





solarize

 
/ˈsōləˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Photography]

 change the relative darkness of (a part of an image) by overexposure to light.








II.
 
derivatives





solarization

 
/ˌsōlərəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsōləˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















solar mass






noun






[Astronomy]

 the mass of the sun used as a unit of mass, equal to 1.989 × 1030
 kg.













solar maximum

 


‹informal›

 solar max






noun






[Astronomy]

 the period in the sunspot cycle when solar activity is highest and sunspots are most abundant




•
 
his latest batch of images capture flares and spots on the sun as it goes through its solar maximum.



















solar minimum






noun






[Astronomy]

 the period in the sunspot cycle when solar activity is lowest and sunspots are least abundant




•
 
in 2009 the sun was at its solar minimum, the quiet phase in its 11-year cycle of activity.



















solar myth






noun




a myth ascribing the sun's course or attributes to a particular god or hero.













solar neutrino unit

 
/ˌsōlər n(y)o͞oˈtrēnō ˌyo͞onət /

 
SNU






noun






[Astronomy]

 a unit used in expressing the detected flux of neutrinos from the sun, equal to 10−36
 neutrino captures per target atom per second.













solar panel

 
/ˈsōlər ˈpanl/






noun




a panel designed to absorb the sun's rays as a source of energy for generating electricity or heating.













solar plexus

 
/ˌsōlər ˈpleksəs/






noun




a complex of ganglia and radiating nerves of the sympathetic system at the pit of the stomach.













solar pond






noun




a pool of very salty water in which convection is inhibited, allowing accumulation of energy from solar radiation in the lower layers.














solar power

 
/ˈsōlər ˈpou(ə)r/






noun




power obtained by harnessing the energy of the sun's rays.













solar-powered

 
/ˌsōlərˈpouərd/






adjective




using power derived directly from the sun's rays




•
 
solar-powered lighting




•
 
solar-powered water pumps.



















solar system






noun






[Astronomy]

 the collection of eight planets and their moons in orbit around the sun, together with smaller bodies in the form of asteroids, meteoroids, and comets.













solar wind

 
/ˈsōlər wind/






noun




the continuous flow of charged particles from the sun that permeates the solar system.













SOLAS

 
/ˈsōləs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the provisions made during a series of international conventions governing maritime safety.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
safety of life at sea

 .





solatium

 
/səˈlāSHēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a thing given to someone as a compensation or consolation




•
 
a suitable solatium in the form of an apology was offered to him.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘solace.’





sola topi

 
/ˈsōlə ˈtōpē/






noun




an Indian sun hat made from the pith of the stems of sola plants.













sold

 
/sōld/






past and past participle of sell
 .









solder

 
/ˈsädər/





I.
 
noun




a low-melting alloy, especially one based on lead and tin or (for higher temperatures) on brass or silver, used for joining less fusible metals.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join with solder.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solderable






adjective













2.
 
solderer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soudure

 , from the verb 
souder

 , from Latin 
solidare

 ‘fasten together,’ from 
solidus

 ‘solid.’





soldering iron

 
/ˈsäd(ə)riNG ˌī(ə)rn/






noun




a tool used for melting solder and applying it to metals that are to be joined.













soldi

 
/ˈsäldē/






plural form of soldo
 .










soldier

 
/ˈsōljər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who serves in an army.




2.
 
(also 
common soldier

 or 
private soldier

 )
 — a private in an army.




3.
 


[Entomology]

 a wingless caste of ant or termite with a large specially modified head and jaws, involved chiefly in defense.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a strip of bread or toast, used for dipping into a soft-boiled egg.




5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an upright brick, timber, or other building element.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
serve as a soldier


(as 
noun

 
soldiering

 )


•
 
soldiering was what the colonel understood.










2.
 
(
soldier on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 carry on doggedly; persevere




•
 
Gary wasn't enjoying this, but he soldiered on.










3.
 


‹informal›

 work more slowly than one's capacity; loaf or malinger




•
 
is it the reason you've been soldiering on the job?














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soldierly

 
/ˈsōljərlē /






adjective













2.
 
soldiership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soldier

 , from 
soulde

 ‘(soldier's) pay,’ from Latin 
solidus

 (see solidus
 ). The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





soldier beetle






noun




an elongated flying beetle with soft downy wing cases, typically found on flowers where it hunts other insects.

[Family 
Cantharidae

 : several genera.]













soldierfish

 
/ˈsōljərˌfiSH/






noun




a squirrelfish that is typically bright red in color.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Holocentridae

 .]













soldier fly






noun




a bright metallic fly with a flattened body, frequently basking in the sun with its wings folded flat over the body.

[Family 
Stratiomyidae

 : many genera.]













soldier of fortune






noun




a person who works as a soldier for any country or group that will pay them; a mercenary.













soldiery

 
/ˈsōlj(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
soldiers collectively




•
 
the town was filled with disbanded soldiery.










2.
 
military training or knowledge




•
 
the arts of soldiery.




















soldo

 
/ˈsäldō/





I.
 
noun




a former Italian coin and monetary unit worth the twentieth part of a lira.











– origin

 Italian, from Latin 
solidus

 (see solidus
 ).






sole1


 
/sōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the undersurface of a person's foot




•
 
the soles of their feet were nearly black with dirt.










2.
 
the section forming the underside of a piece of footwear (typically excluding the heel when this forms a distinct part).




3.
 
the part of the undersurface of a person's foot between the toes and the instep.




4.
 
the undersurface of a tool or implement such as a plane or the head of a golf club.




5.
 
the floor of a ship's cabin or cockpit.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be soled

 )


1.
 
put a new sole onto (a shoe).








III.
 
derivatives





soled

 
/sōld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
rubber-soled shoes

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
solea

 ‘sandal, sill,’ from 
solum

 ‘bottom, pavement, sole’; compare with Dutch 
zool

 and German 
Sohle

 .





sole2


 
/sōl/





I.
 
noun




a marine flatfish of almost worldwide distribution, important as a food fish.

[Several species in the families 
Soleidae

 , 
Pleuronectidae

 , and 
Bothidae

 . See Dover sole
 , lemon sole
 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Provençal 
sola

 , from Latin 
solea

 (see sole
 1
 ), named from its shape.





sole3


 
/sōl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
one and only




•
 
my sole aim was to contribute to the national team.










2.
 
belonging or restricted to one person or group of people




•
 
loans can be in sole or joint names




•
 
the health club is for the sole use of our guests.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of a woman) unmarried.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 alone; unaccompanied.











– origin

 late Middle English (also in the senses ‘secluded’ and ‘unrivaled’): from Old French 
soule

 , from Latin 
sola

 , feminine of 
solus

 ‘alone.’





solecism

 
/ˈsäləˌsizəm ˈsōləˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a grammatical mistake in speech or writing.




2.
 
a breach of good manners; a piece of incorrect behavior.








II.
 
derivatives





solecistic

 
/ˌsäləˈsistik, ˌsō- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
solécisme

 , or via Latin from Greek 
soloikismos

 , from 
soloikos

 ‘speaking incorrectly.’





Soledad

 
/ˈsäliˌdad/






a city in the Salinas Valley of west central California, home to a well-known state prison; pop. 28,124 (est. 2008).









solely

 
/ˈsō(l)lē/






adverb




not involving anyone or anything else; only




•
 
he is solely responsible for any debts the company may incur




•
 
people are appointed solely on the basis of merit.




















solemn

 
/ˈsäləm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
formal and dignified




•
 
a solemn procession.










2.
 
not cheerful or smiling; serious




•
 
Tim looked very solemn.










3.
 
characterized by deep sincerity




•
 
he swore a solemn oath to keep faith.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solemnly

 
/ˈsäləmlē /






adverb













2.
 
solemnness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘associated with religious rites’): from Old French 
solemne

 , from Latin 
sollemnis

 ‘customary, celebrated at a fixed date,’ from 
sollus

 ‘entire.’





solemnity

 
/səˈlemnədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being serious and dignified




•
 
his ashes were laid to rest with great solemnity.










2.
 
(usu. 
solemnities

 )
 — a formal, dignified rite or ceremony




•
 
the ritual of the church was observed in all its solemnities.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘observance of formality and ceremony,’ frequently in the phrases 
in solemnity

 , 
with solemnity

 ): from Old French 
solemnite

 , from Latin 
sollemnitas

 , from 
sollemnis

 (see solemn
 ).





solemnize

 
/ˈsäləmˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
duly perform (a ceremony, especially that of marriage).




2.
 
mark with a formal ceremony.








II.
 
derivatives





solemnization

 
/ˌsäləmnəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsäləmˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
solemniser

 , from medieval Latin 
solemnizare

 , from Latin 
sollemnis

 (see solemn
 ).





Solemn League and Covenant






an agreement made in 1643 between the English Parliament and the Scottish Covenanters during the English Civil War, by which the Scots would provide military aid in return for the establishment of a Presbyterian system in England, Scotland, and Ireland. Although the Scottish support proved crucial in the Parliamentary victory, the principal Presbyterian leaders were expelled from Parliament in 1647 and the covenant was never honored.









Solemn Mass






noun




another term for High Mass
 .













solenodon

 
/səˈlēnəˌdän, -ˈlenə-/





I.
 
noun




a forest-dwelling mammal with a long flexible snout and a stiff muscular tail, occurring only in Cuba and Hispaniola.

[Family 
Solenodontidae

 and genus 
Solenodon

 : two species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
sōlēn

 ‘channel, pipe’ + 
odō

 (variant of 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ) ‘tooth.’





solenoid

 
/ˈsōləˌnoid ˈsäləˌnoid/





I.
 
noun




a cylindrical coil of wire acting as a magnet when carrying electric current.








II.
 
derivatives





solenoidal

 
/ˈsälənoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
solénoïde

 , from Greek 
sōlēn

 ‘channel, pipe.’





Solent

 
/ˈsōlənt/





(
the Solent

 )


1.
 
a channel between the northwestern coast of the Isle of Wight and the mainland of southern England.













soleplate

 
/ˈsōlˌplāt/






noun



1.
 
a metal plate forming the base of an electric iron, machine saw, or other machine.




2.
 
a horizontal timber at the base of a wall frame.













sole proprietor






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who is the exclusive owner of a business, entitled to keep all profits after tax has been paid but liable for all losses




•
 
he is the founder and sole proprietor of a retail store in Philadelphia.



















solera

 
/səˈlerə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Spanish method of producing wine, especially sherry and Madeira, whereby small amounts of younger wines stored in an upper tier of casks are systematically blended with the more mature wine in the casks below.




2.
 
(also 
solera wine

 )
 — a blend of sherry or Malaga wine produced by the solera system.




3.
 
a wine cask, typically one with a capacity of four hogsheads, on the bottom tier of the solera system and containing the oldest wine.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘crossbeam, stone base.’





sole trader






noun






(Brit.)

 a person who is the exclusive owner of a business, entitled to keep all profits after tax has been paid but liable for all losses; a sole proprietor




•
 
I choose to run my firm as a sole trader.




















Soleure

 
/sôˈlər/






French name for Solothurn
 .









soleus

 
/ˈsōlēəs /

 
soleus muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a broad muscle in the lower calf, below the gastrocnemius, that flexes the foot to point the toes downward.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
solea

 ‘sole.’





sol-fa

 
/ˌsōlˈfä/





I.
 
noun




short for tonic sol-fa
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sing using the sol-fa syllables.













solfatara

 
/ˌsälfəˈterə ˌsōlfəˈterə/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a volcanic crater emitting only sulfurous and other gases.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of a volcano near Naples, from Italian 
solfo

 ‘sulfur.’





solfège

 
/sälˈfeZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 solmization.




2.
 


[Music]

 an exercise in singing using solmization syllables.




3.
 


[Music]

 the study of singing and musicianship using solmization syllables.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from Italian 
solfeggio

 .





solfeggio

 
/sälˈfejēˌō/





I.
 
noun




another term for solfège
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian.





soli

 
/ˈsōlē/






plural form of solo
 .










solicit

 
/səˈlisit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask for or try to obtain (something) from someone




•
 
he called a meeting to solicit their views.










2.
 
ask (someone) for something




•
 
historians and critics are solicited for opinions by the auction houses.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — accost someone and offer one's or someone else's services as a prostitute


(as 
noun

 
soliciting

 )


•
 
although prostitution was not itself an offense, soliciting was.














II.
 
derivatives





solicitation

 
/səˌlisəˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
solliciter

 , from Latin 
sollicitare

 ‘agitate,’ from 
sollicitus

 ‘anxious,’ from 
sollus

 ‘entire’ + 
citus

 (past participle of 
ciere

 ‘set in motion’).






solicitor

 
/səˈlisədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who tries to obtain business orders, advertising, etc.; a canvasser.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the chief law officer of a city, town, or government department.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a member of the legal profession qualified to deal with conveyancing, the drawing up of wills, and other legal matters.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an agent or deputy): from Old French 
solliciteur

 , from 
solliciter

 (see solicit
 ).





solicitor general






noun



1.
 
the law officer directly below the attorney general in the US Department of Justice, responsible for arguing cases before the US Supreme Court.




2.
 
a position similar to solicitor general in some US states.














solicitous

 
/səˈlisədəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or showing interest or concern




•
 
she was always solicitous about the welfare of her students




•
 
a solicitous inquiry.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 eager or anxious to do something




•
 
he was solicitous to cultivate her mamma's good opinion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solicitously

 
/səˈlisədəslē /






adverb













2.
 
solicitousness

 
/səˈlisədəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
sollicitus

 (see solicit
 ) + -ous
 .





solicitude

 
/səˈlisəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




care or concern for someone or something




•
 
I was touched by his solicitude.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sollicitude

 , from Latin 
sollicitudo

 , from 
sollicitus

 (see solicitous
 ).





solid

 
/ˈsäləd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
firm and stable in shape; not liquid or fluid




•
 
the stream was frozen solid




•
 
solid fuels.










2.
 
strongly built or made of strong materials; not flimsy or slender




•
 
a solid door with good, secure locks.










3.
 
having three dimensions




•
 
a solid figure with six plane faces.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — concerned with objects having three dimensions




•
 
solid geometry.










5.
 
not hollow or containing spaces or gaps




•
 
a sculpture made out of solid rock




•
 
a solid mass of flowers




•
 
the stores were packed solid.










6.
 
consisting of the same substance throughout




•
 
solid silver cutlery.










7.
 
(of typesetting) without extra space between the lines of characters.




8.
 
(of a line or surface) without spaces; unbroken




•
 
the solid outline encloses the area within which we measured.










9.
 
(of time) uninterrupted; continuous




•
 
a solid day of meetings




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
it poured for two hours solid.










10.
 
dependable; reliable




•
 
the defense is solid




•
 
there is solid evidence of lower inflation.










11.
 
sound but without any special qualities or flair




•
 
the rest of the acting is solid.










12.
 
unanimous or undivided




•
 
they received solid support from their teammates.










13.
 
financially sound




•
 
the company is very solid and will come through the current recession.










14.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
solid with

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 on good terms with




•
 
he thought he could put himself 
in solid with

 you by criticizing her.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance or object that is solid rather than liquid or fluid.




2.
 
(
solids

 )
 — food that is not liquid




•
 
she drinks only milk and rarely eats solids.










3.
 


[Geometry]

 a body or geometric figure having three dimensions.








III.
 
phrases





do someone a solid








(US)

 
‹informal›

 do something for someone as an act of kindness; do someone a favor




•
 
they're a business, not a family friend or a buddy who will do you a solid for being a good customer.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solidly

 
/ˈsälədlē /






adverb













2.
 
solidness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
solidus

 ; related to 
salvus

 ‘safe’ and 
sollus

 ‘entire.’





solidago

 
/ˌsäləˈdāɡō/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the genus 
Solidago

 in the daisy family, especially (in gardening) goldenrod.











– origin

 modern Latin, from a medieval Latin alteration of late Latin 
consolida

 ‘comfrey.’





solid angle

 
/ˈsäləd ˈaNGɡəl/






noun




a three-dimensional analog of an angle, such as that subtended by a cone or formed by planes meeting at a point. It is measured in steradians.













solidarity

 
/ˌsäləˈderədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
unity or agreement of feeling or action, especially among individuals with a common interest; mutual support within a group




•
 
factory workers voiced solidarity with the striking students.










2.
 
(
Solidarity

 )
 — an independent trade union movement in Poland that developed into a mass campaign for political change and inspired popular opposition to communist regimes across eastern Europe during the 1980s.

[translating Polish 
Solidarność

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
solidarité

 , from 
solidaire

 ‘solidary.’





solidary

 
/ˈsäləˌderē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a group or community) characterized by solidarity or coincidence of interests.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
solidaire

 , from 
solide

 ‘solid.’





solid-body

 
/ˈsälədˌbädē/






adjective




denoting or relating to an electric guitar without a sound box, the strings being mounted on a solid shaped block forming the guitar body.













solid-drawn

 
/ˈsälədˌdrôn/






adjective




(of a tube) pressed or drawn out from a solid bar of metal.













solidi

 
/ˈsäləˌdī/






plural form of solidus
 .









solidify

 
/səˈlidəˌfī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become hard or solid


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the magma slowly solidifies and forms crystals.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make stronger; reinforce




•
 
social and political pressures helped to solidify national identities.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solidification

 
/səˌlidəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
solidifier

 
/-ər /






noun





















solidity

 
/səˈlidədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being firm or strong in structure




•
 
the sheer strength and solidity of Romanesque architecture.










2.
 
the quality of being substantial or reliable in character




•
 
he exuded an aura of reassuring solidity.



















solid solution






noun






[Chemistry]

 a solid mixture containing a minor component uniformly distributed within the crystal lattice of the major component.













solid South






noun

 — (
the solid South

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the politically united southern states of the US, traditionally regarded as giving unanimous electoral support to the Democratic Party.













solid state





I.
 
noun




the state of matter in which materials are not fluid but retain their boundaries without support, the atoms or molecules occupying fixed positions with respect to one another and unable to move freely.








II.
 
adjective




(of a device) making use of the electronic properties of solid semiconductors (as opposed to electron tubes).














solidus

 
/ˈsälədəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for slash
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




2.
 
(also 
solidus curve

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a curve in a graph of the temperature and composition of a mixture, below which the substance is entirely solid.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a gold coin of the later Roman Empire.

[from Latin 
solidus (nummus

 ).]











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘solid.’





solifluction

 
/ˌsäləˈfləkSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the gradual movement of wet soil or other material down a slope, especially where frozen subsoil acts as a barrier to the percolation of water.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
solum

 ‘soil’ + 
fluctio(n-)

 ‘flowing,’ from the verb 
fluere

 .





soliloquy

 
/səˈliləkwē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of speaking one's thoughts aloud when by oneself or regardless of any hearers, especially by a character in a play.




2.
 
a part of a play involving a soliloquy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soliloquist

 
/səˈliləkwəst /






noun













2.
 
soliloquize

 
/səˈliləˌkwīz /






verb



















– origin

 Middle English: from late Latin 
soliloquium

 , from Latin 
solus

 ‘alone’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak.’






solipsism

 
/ˈsäləpˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




the view or theory that the self is all that can be known to exist.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solipsist

 
/ˈsōləpsəst ˈsäləpsəst səˈlipsist /






noun













2.
 
solipsistic

 
/ˌsäləpˈsistik /






adjective













3.
 
solipsistically

 
/ˌsälipˈsistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
solus

 ‘alone’ + 
ipse

 ‘self’ + -ism
 .





solitaire

 
/ˈsäləˌter/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any of various card games played by one person, the object of which is to use up all one's cards by forming particular arrangements and sequences.




2.
 
a diamond or other gem set in a piece of jewelry by itself.




3.
 
a ring set with a solitaire diamond or other gem.




4.
 
either of two large extinct flightless birds related to the dodo, found on two of the Mascarene Islands until they were exterminated in the 18th century.

[Family 
Raphidae

 : the 
Rodriguez solitaire

 (
Pezophaps solitaria

 ), and the poorly known 
Réunion solitaire

 (
Ornithaptera solitaria

 ).]




5.
 
a large American thrush with mainly gray plumage and a short bill.

[Genus 
Myadestes

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
solitarius

 (see solitary
 ).






solitary

 
/ˈsäləˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or existing alone




•
 
I live a pretty solitary life




•
 
tigers are essentially solitary.










2.
 
(of a place) secluded or isolated




•
 
solitary farmsteads.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 often with 
negative

 ]
 — single; only




•
 
we have not a solitary shred of evidence to go on.










4.
 
(of a bird, mammal, or insect) living alone or in pairs, especially in contrast to related social forms




•
 
a solitary wasp.










5.
 
(of a flower or other part) borne singly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a recluse or hermit.




2.
 


‹informal›

 short for solitary confinement
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solitarily

 
/ˈsäləˌterəlē ˌsäləˈterəlē /






adverb













2.
 
solitariness

 
/ˈsäləˌterēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
solitarius

 , from 
solus

 ‘alone.’






solitary confinement

 
/ˈsäləˌterē kənˈfīnmənt/






noun




the isolation of a prisoner in a separate cell as a punishment.













solitary wave






noun




another term for soliton
 .














soliton

 
/ˈsälətän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a quantum or quasiparticle propagated as a traveling nondissipative wave that is neither preceded nor followed by another such disturbance.











– origin

 1960s: from solitary
 + -on
 .





solitude

 
/ˈsäləˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or situation of being alone




•
 
she savored her few hours of freedom and solitude.










2.
 
a lonely or uninhabited place.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
solitudo

 , from 
solus

 ‘alone.’





solitudinarian

 
/ˌsälət(y)o͞odəˈnerēən/






noun






‹rare›

 a person who lives a solitary life; a recluse.














solmization

 
/ˌsälməˈzāSHən ˌsälmīˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a system of associating each note of a scale with a particular syllable, especially to teach singing.

The most common European system, still in use, originally named the notes 
ut, re, mi, fa, sol, la

 in groups of six (hexachords) beginning on G, C, or F, using syllables from a Latin hymn for St. John the Baptist's Day in which each phrase begins on the next note in the scale: “
Ut

 queant laxis 
re

 sonare fibris 
Mi

 ra gestorum 
fa

 muli tuorum, 
Sol

 ve polluti 
la

 bili reatum, Sancte Iohannes.” A seventh note 
si

 was added later (from the initials of Sancte Iohannes). Modern systems typically use the sequence as arbitrarily adapted in the 19th century: 
do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti

 , with do being C in the fixed-do system and the keynote in the movable-do or tonic sol-fa system.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
solmisation

 , based on 
sol

 ‘sol’ + 
mi

 .





soln.






abbreviation




solution.













Solnhofen

 
/ˈzōlnˌhōfən/






a village in Bavaria, Germany, near which there are extensive, thinly stratified beds of lithographic limestone dating from the Upper Jurassic period. These beds are noted as the chief source of archaeopteryx fossils.










solo

 
/ˈsōlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing done by one person unaccompanied, in particular




2.
 
(
pl.

 solos or soli )
 — a piece of vocal or instrumental music or a dance, or a part or passage in one, for one performer.




3.
 
an unaccompanied flight by a pilot in an aircraft.




4.
 
a card game in which one player plays against the others in an attempt to win a specified number of tricks.








II.
 
adjective, adverb




for or done by one person alone; unaccompanied


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a solo album




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she'd spent most of her life flying solo.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform something unaccompanied, in particular




2.
 
perform an unaccompanied piece of music or a part or passage in one.




3.
 
fly an aircraft unaccompanied.




4.
 
undertake solo climbing.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a musical term): from Italian, from Latin 
solus

 ‘alone.’





solo climbing





I.
 
noun




the sport of climbing unaided by ropes and other equipment, and without the assistance of other people.








II.
 
derivatives





solo climber






noun





















soloist

 
/ˈsōlōəst/






noun




a singer or other musician who performs a solo.













Solomon

 
/ˈsäləmən/





I.
 
son of David; king of Israel 
c.

 970–
c.

 930 
BC

 . In the Bible he is traditionally associated with the Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, and Proverbs, while his wisdom is illustrated by the Judgment of Solomon.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 , usu. 
a Solomon

 )
 — a very wise person.




III.
 
derivatives





Solomonic

 
/ˌsäləˈmänik /






adjective





















Solomon Islands

 
the Solomons






I.

1.
 
a country that consists of a group of islands in the southwestern Pacific, to the east of New Guinea; pop. 595,600 (est. 2009); capital, Honiara; languages, English (official), Pidgin, and local Austronesian languages.





The islands were divided between Britain and Germany in the late 19th century; the southern islands became a British protectorate in 1893 while the north remained German until mandated to Australia in 1920. With the exception of the northern part of the chain (now part of Papua New Guinea), the Solomons became self-governing in 1976 and fully independent within the Commonwealth of Nations two years later.




II.
 
derivatives





Solomon Islander






noun





















Solomon's seal






noun



1.
 
a figure similar to the Star of David.




2.
 
a widely distributed plant of the lily family, having arching stems that bear a double row of broad leaves with drooping flowers in their axils.

[Genus 
Polygonatum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : many species, including 
P. biflorum

 , which has greenish-yellow paired flowers and is common in the woods of the eastern US.]













Solon

 
/ˈsōlän ˈsōlən/






(
c.

 630–
c.

 560 
BC

 ), Athenian statesman and lawgiver. One of the Seven Sages, he revised the code of laws established by Draco. His division of the citizens into four classes based on wealth rather than birth was the basis for Athenian democracy.









solopreneur

 
/ˌsōlōprəˈnər/





I.
 
noun




a person who sets up and runs a business on their own




•
 
being a solopreneur has forced me to learn how to handle all aspects of business.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of solo
 and entrepreneur
 .






Solothurn

 
/ˈzôləˌtərn/





I.
 
a canton in northwestern Switzerland, in the Jura mountains.

French name Soleure
 .




II.
 
the capital of Solothurn, a town on the Aare River; pop. 15,364 (2007).









solstice

 
/ˈsōlstəs ˈsälstəs/





I.
 
noun




either of the two times in the year, the 
summer solstice

 and the 
winter solstice

 , when the sun reaches its highest or lowest point in the sky at noon, marked by the longest and shortest days.








II.
 
derivatives





solstitial

 
/sälˈstiSHəl sōlˈstiSHəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
solstitium

 , from 
sol

 ‘sun’ + 
stit-

 ‘stopped, stationary’ (from the verb 
sistere

 ).





Solti, Sir Georg

 
/ˈSHōltē/






(1912–97), British conductor, born in Hungary. He was conductor of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 1969–91 and the London Philharmonic Orchestra 1979–83.









solubilize

 
/ˈsälyəbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 make (a substance) soluble or more soluble.








II.
 
derivatives





solubilization

 
/ˌsälyəbəliˈzāSHən /






noun






















soluble

 
/ˈsälyəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) able to be dissolved, especially in water




•
 
the poison is 
soluble in

 alcohol.










2.
 
(of a problem) able to be solved.








II.
 
derivatives





solubility

 
/ˌsälyəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from late Latin 
solubilis

 , from 
solvere

 (see solve
 ).





soluble glass






noun




another term for water glass
 (
sense

 1).













solunar

 
/sōˈlo͞onər/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the combined influence or conjunction of the sun and moon.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: blend of Sol
 and lunar
 .






solus

 
/ˈsōləs/





I.
 
adjective




alone or unaccompanied (used especially as a stage direction).











– origin

 Latin.





solute

 
/ˈsälyo͞ot/





I.
 
noun




the minor component in a solution, dissolved in the solvent.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
solutum

 , neuter of 
solutus

 ‘loosened,’ past participle of the verb 
solvere

 .






solution

 
/səˈlo͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a means of solving a problem or dealing with a difficult situation




•
 
there are no easy solutions to financial and marital problems.










2.
 
the correct answer to a puzzle




•
 
the solution to this month's crossword.










3.
 
(
solutions

 )
 — products or services designed to meet a particular need




•
 
we are an Internet marketing firm specializing in e-commerce solutions.










4.
 
a liquid mixture in which the minor component (the solute) is uniformly distributed within the major component (the solvent).




5.
 
the process or state of being dissolved in a solvent.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of separating or breaking down; dissolution




•
 
the solution of British supremacy in South Africa.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
solutio(n-)

 , from 
solvere

 ‘loosen’ (see solve
 ).





solution set






noun






[Mathematics]

 the set of all the solutions of an equation or condition.













Solutrean

 
/səˈlo͞otrēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Archaeology]

 of, relating to, or denoting an Upper Paleolithic culture of central and southwestern France and parts of Iberia. It is dated to about 21,000–18,000 years ago, following the Aurignacian and preceding the Magdalenian.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Solutrean

 )
 — 

[Archaeology]

 the Solutrean culture or period.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Solutré

 , the site of a cave in eastern France, where objects from this culture were found, + -an
 .





solvate

 
/ˈsälvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of a solvent) enter into reversible chemical combination with (a dissolved molecule, ion, etc.).








II.
 
noun




a more or less loosely bonded complex formed between a solvent and a dissolved species.








III.
 
derivatives





solvation

 
/sälˈvāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from solve
 + -ate
 1
 .





Solvay process

 
/ˈsälvā ˌpräses/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an industrial process for obtaining sodium carbonate from limestone, ammonia, and brine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Ernest 
Solvay

 (1838–1922), Belgian chemist.






solve

 
/sälv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find an answer to, explanation for, or means of effectively dealing with (a problem or mystery)




•
 
the policy could solve the town's housing crisis




•
 
a murder investigation that has never been solved.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
solvable

 
/ˈsälvəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
solver

 
/ˈsälvər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘loosen, dissolve, untie’): from Latin 
solvere

 ‘loosen, unfasten.’





solvent

 
/ˈsälvənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having assets in excess of liabilities; able to pay one's debts




•
 
interest rate rises have very severe effects on normally solvent companies.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — able to dissolve other substances




•
 
osmotic, chemical, or solvent action.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the liquid in which a solute is dissolved to form a solution.




2.
 
a liquid, typically one other than water, used for dissolving other substances.




3.
 
something that acts to weaken or dispel a particular attitude or situation




•
 
an unrivaled 
solvent of

 social prejudices.














III.
 
derivatives





solvency

 
/ˈsälvənsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
solvent-

 ‘loosening, unfastening, paying,’ from the verb 
solvere

 .





solvent abuse

 
/ˈsälvənt əˈbyo͞oz/






noun




the use of certain volatile organic solvents as intoxicants by inhalation, e.g., glue sniffing.













Solway Firth

 
/ˌsôlwā ˈfərTH/






an inlet of the Irish Sea that separates northwestern England from Dumfries and Galloway in Scotland.









Solzhenitsyn, Alexander

 
/ˌsōlZHəˈnētsən, ˌsôl-/






(1918–2008), Russian novelist; Russian name 
Aleksandr Isaevich Solzhenitsyn

 . After spending eight years in a labor camp, he began writing. He was exiled in 1974 and eventually returned in 1994. Notable works: 
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich

 (1962), 
Cancer Ward

 (1968), and 
The Gulag Archipelago

 (1973). Nobel Prize for Literature (1970).









som

 
/sōm/






noun




the basic monetary unit of Kyrgyzstan, equal to 100 tiyin.













soma1


 
/ˈsōmə/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 the parts of an organism other than the reproductive cells.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the body as distinct from the soul, mind, or psyche.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
sōma

 ‘body.’






soma2


 
/ˈsōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 an intoxicating drink prepared from a plant and used in Vedic ritual, believed to be the drink of the gods.




2.
 
(also 
soma plant

 )
 — 

[Hinduism]

 the plant from which the soma drink is prepared.

See hom
 .




3.
 


[Hinduism]

 (in Aldous Huxley's novel 
Brave New World

 ) a narcotic drug which produces euphoria and hallucination, distributed by the state in order to promote content and social harmony.











– origin

 Sanskrit 
sōma

 .





Somali

 
/səˈmälē sōˈmälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a mainly Muslim people of Somalia.




2.
 
the Cushitic language that is the official language of Somalia, also spoken in Djibouti and parts of Kenya and Ethiopia.




3.
 
a native or inhabitant of Somalia.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Somalia, the Somalis, or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Somalian

 
/səˈmälēən sōˈmälēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 the name in Somali.





Somalia

 
/səˈmälēə/





I.
 
a country in northeastern Africa, on the peninsula known as the Horn of Africa; pop. 9,832,000 (est. 2009); capital, Mogadishu; languages, Somali and Arabic (both official).





The area of the Horn of Africa was divided between British and Italian spheres of influence in the late 19th century, and the modern republic of Somalia became independent in 1960 following the unification of the former British Somaliland and Italian Somalia. Civil war broke out in Somalia in 1988 and led to the overthrow of the government in 1991; in that year northern Somalia declared independence as the Somaliland Republic, and central government in the country remains weak.






Somali Peninsula






another name for Horn of Africa
 .









soman

 
/ˈsōmən /

 
Soman





I.
 
noun




a lethal organophosphorus nerve gas, developed in Germany during World War II.











– origin

 1950s: from German, of unknown origin.





somatic

 
/səˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the body, especially as distinct from the mind.




2.
 


[Biology]

 of or relating to the soma.








II.
 
derivatives





somatically






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
sōmatikos

 , from 
sōma

 ‘body.’





somatic cell






noun






[Biology]

 any cell of a living organism other than the reproductive cells.













somatization

 
/səˌmatəˈzāSHən, ˈsōmə-/






noun






[Psychiatry]

 the production of recurrent and multiple medical symptoms with no discernible organic cause.














somato-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to the human or animal body




•
 
somatotype.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sōma

 , 
sōmat-

 ‘body.’





somatomedin

 
/səˌmatəˈmēdn, ˌsōmə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone that acts as an intermediate in the stimulation of tissue growth by growth hormone.











– origin

 1970s: from somato-
 ‘of the body’ + (
inter)med(iary

 ) + -in
 1
 .






somatopleure

 
/səˈmatəˌplo͝o(ə)r, ˈsōmətə-/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 a layer of tissue in a vertebrate embryo comprising the ectoderm and the outer layer of mesoderm, and giving rise to the amnion, the chorion, and part of the body wall.

Often contrasted with splanchnopleure
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from somato-
 ‘of the body’ + Greek 
pleura

 ‘side.’






somatosensory

 
/səˌmatəˈsensərē, ˌsōmətə-/






adjective






[Physiology]

 relating to or denoting a sensation (such as pressure, pain, or warmth) that can occur anywhere in the body, in contrast to one localized at a sense organ (such as sight, balance, or taste).

Also called somesthetic
 .













somatostatin

 
/ˌsōˌmatəˈstātn səˌmatəˈstātn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted in the pancreas and pituitary gland that inhibits gastric secretion and somatotropin release.













somatotropin

 
/səˌmadəˈtrōpən /

 
somatotrophin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a growth hormone secreted by the anterior pituitary gland.













somatotype

 
/səˈmatəˌtīp, ˌsōmə-/





I.
 
noun




a category to which people are assigned according to the extent to which their bodily physique conforms to a basic type (usually endomorphic, mesomorphic, or ectomorphic).








II.
 
derivatives





somatotyping






noun



















– origin

 1940s: coined by W. H. Sheldon in 
Varieties of Human Physique

 .






somber

 
/ˈsämbər /

 


‹Brit.›

 sombre





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dark or dull in color or tone; gloomy




•
 
the night skies were somber and starless.










2.
 
oppressively solemn or sober in mood; grave




•
 
he looked at her with a somber expression.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
somberly

 
/ˈsämbərlē /






adverb













2.
 
somberness

 
/ˈsämbərnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, based on Latin 
sub

 ‘under’ + 
umbra

 ‘shade.’





sombrero

 
/ˌsämˈbrerō/





I.
 
noun




a broad-brimmed felt or straw hat, typically worn in Mexico and the southwestern US.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
sombra

 ‘shade’ (see somber
 ).






some

 
/səm/





I.
 
determiner



1.
 
an unspecified amount or number of




•
 
I made some money running errands




•
 
he played some records for me.










2.
 
used to refer to someone or something that is unknown or unspecified




•
 
she married some newspaper magnate twice her age




•
 
there must be some mistake




•
 
he's in 
some kind of

 trouble.










3.
 
(used with a number) approximately




•
 
some thirty different languages are spoken.










4.
 
a considerable amount or number of




•
 
he went to some trouble




•
 
I've known you for some years now.










5.
 
at least a small amount or number of




•
 
he liked some music but generally wasn't musical.










6.
 
expressing admiration of something notable




•
 
that was some goal.










7.
 
used ironically to express disapproval or disbelief




•
 
Mr. Power gave his stock reply. Some help.














II.
 
pronoun



1.
 
an unspecified number or amount of people or things




•
 
here are 
some of

 our suggestions




•
 
if you want whiskey I'll give you some.










2.
 
at least a small amount or number of people or things




•
 
surely some have noticed.














III.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 to some extent; somewhat




•
 
when you get to the majors, the rules change some.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
and then some








‹informal›

 and plenty more than that




•
 
we got our money's worth and then some.















2.
 
some few






see few
 .









3.
 
some little






a considerable amount of




•
 
we are going to be working together for some little time yet.





















– origin

 Old English 
sum

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
hamōs

 ‘somehow’ and Sanskrit 
sama

 ‘any, every.’






-some1






I.
 
suffix

 — [
forming adjectives meaning

 :]


1.
 
productive of




•
 
loathsome.










2.
 
characterized by being




•
 
wholesome.










3.
 
apt to




•
 
tiresome.

















– origin

 Old English 
-sum

 .





-some2






I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) denoting a group of a specified number




•
 
foursome.

















– origin

 Old English 
sum

 ‘some.’






-some3






I.
 
combining form




denoting a portion of a body, especially a particle of a cell




•
 
chromosome.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sōma

 ‘body.’





somebody

 
/ˈsəmbədē/






pronoun



1.
 
some person; someone.




2.
 
a person of importance or authority




•
 
I'd like to be somebody




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
nobodies who want to become somebodies.



















someday

 
/ˈsəmˌdā/






adverb




at some time in the future




•
 
I know someday my whole family will be together and happy.



















somehow

 
/ˈsəmˌhou/






adverb



1.
 
in some way; by some means




•
 
somehow I managed to get the job done.










2.
 
for a reason that is not known or specified




•
 
he looked different somehow.



















someone

 
/ˈsəmˌwən/






pronoun



1.
 
an unknown or unspecified person; some person




•
 
there's someone at the door




•
 
someone from the audience shouted out.










2.
 
a person of importance or authority




•
 
a small-time lawyer keen to be someone.



















someplace

 
/ˈsəmˌplās/






adverb, pronoun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for somewhere
 .














somersault

 
/ˈsəmərˌsôlt/





I.
 
noun




an acrobatic movement in which a person turns head over heels in the air or on the ground and lands or finishes on their feet




•
 
a backward somersault




•
 


‹figurative›

 Paula's stomach 
turned

 a 
somersault

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a somersault, or make a similar movement accidentally




•
 
his car somersaulted into a ditch.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun): from Old French 
sombresault

 , from Provençal 
sobresaut

 , from 
sobre

 ‘above’ + 
saut

 ‘leap.’





Somerville

 
/ˈsəmərˌvil/






an industrial and residential city in eastern Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 75,662 (est. 2008).










somesthetic

 
/ˌsōmesˈTHedik /

 


‹Brit.›

 somaesthetic





I.
 
adjective




another term for somatosensory
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
sōma

 ‘body’ + aesthetic
 .






something

 
/ˈsəmˌTHiNG/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
a thing that is unspecified or unknown




•
 
we stopped for something to eat




•
 
I knew something terrible had happened




•
 
something about her frightened me.










2.
 
used in various expressions indicating that a description or amount being stated is not exact




•
 
a wry look, 
something between

 amusement and regret




•
 
grassland totaling 
something over

 three hundred acres




•
 
there were 
something like

 fifty applications.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 used for emphasis with a following adjective functioning as an adverb




•
 
my back hurts something terrible.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 to some extent; somewhat




•
 
the people were something scared.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
or something








‹informal›

 added as a reference to an unspecified alternative similar to the thing mentioned




•
 
you look like you just climbed a mountain or something.















2.
 
really (or quite) something








‹informal›

 something considered impressive or notable




•
 
Want to see the library? It's really something.















3.
 
something else








‹informal›

 an exceptional person or thing




•
 
the reaction from the crowd was something else.















4.
 
something of






to some degree




•
 
Richard was something of an expert at the game.















5.
 
something or other






see other
 .









6.
 
there is something in/to ——






—— is worth considering; there is some truth in ——




•
 
perhaps there is something to his theory




•
 
I think there's something in this alien business.















7.
 
thirty-something (forty-something, etc.)








‹informal›

 an unspecified age between thirty and forty (forty and fifty, etc.)




•
 
I'm guessing she's forty-something




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
she writes a column geared to twenty- and thirty-somethings.





















– origin

 Old English 
sum thing

 (see some
 , thing
 ).





sometime

 
/ˈsəmˌtīm/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at some unspecified or unknown time




•
 
you must come and have supper sometime




•
 
sometime after six everybody left.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 at one time; formerly




•
 
the Emperor Constantine used this speech sometime unto his bishops.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
former




•
 
the sometime editor of the paper.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 occasional




•
 
a sometime contributor.



















sometimes

 
/ˈsəmˌtīmz/






adverb




occasionally, rather than all of the time




•
 
sometimes I want to do things on my own.



















someway

 
/ˈsəmˌwā/






adverb

 — (often 
someways

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in some way or manner; by some means




•
 
we've got to make money someway.



















somewhat

 
/ˈsəmˌ(h)wät ˈsəmˌ(h)wət/





I.
 
adverb




to a moderate extent or by a moderate amount




•
 
matters have improved somewhat since then




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a somewhat thicker book.














II.
 
phrases





somewhat of






something of




•
 
it was 
somewhat of a

 disappointment.























somewhen

 
/ˈsəmˌ(h)wen/






adverb






‹informal›

 at some time




•
 
somewhen between 1918 and 1930.




















somewhere

 
/ˈsəmˌ(h)wer/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or to some place




•
 
I've seen you somewhere before




•
 
can we go somewhere warm?










2.
 
used to indicate an approximate amount




•
 
it cost 
somewhere around

 two thousand dollars.














II.
 
pronoun




some unspecified place




•
 
in search of somewhere to live.














III.
 
phrases





get somewhere








‹informal›

 make progress; achieve success.


















somite

 
/ˈsōmīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 each of a number of body segments containing the same internal structures, clearly visible in invertebrates such as earthworms but also present in the embryonic stages of vertebrates.

Also called metamere
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sōma

 ‘body’ + -ite
 1
 .





Somme

 
/sôm/






a river in northern France. Rising east of Saint-Quentin, it flows 153 miles (245 km) through Amiens to the English Channel northeast of the port of Dieppe. The area around it was the scene of heavy fighting in World War I.









Somme, Battle of the






a major battle of World War I between the British and the Germans, on the Western Front in northern France July–November 1916. More than a million men on both sides were killed or wounded.









sommelier

 
/ˌsəməlˈyā/





I.
 
noun




a wine steward.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘butler.’





somnambulism

 
/sämˈnambyəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




sleepwalking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
somnambulant

 
/sämˈnambyələnt /






adjective













2.
 
somnambulantly

 
/-ləntlē /






adverb













3.
 
somnambulist

 
/sämˈnambyələst /






noun













4.
 
somnambulistic

 
/sämˌnambyəˈlistik /






adjective













5.
 
somnambulistically

 
/-ˌnambyəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
somnambulisme

 , from Latin 
somnus

 ‘sleep’ + 
ambulare

 ‘to walk.’





somniferous

 
/sämˈnifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




tending to induce sleep; soporific.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
somnifer

 (from 
somnium

 ‘dream’) + -ous
 .





somnolent

 
/ˈsämnələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sleepy; drowsy.




2.
 
causing or suggestive of drowsiness




•
 
a somnolent summer day.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 abnormally drowsy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
somnolence

 
/ˈsämnələns /






noun













2.
 
somnolency






noun













3.
 
somnolently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘causing sleepiness’): from Old French 
sompnolent

 or Latin 
somnolentus

 , from 
somnus

 ‘sleep.’





Somoza

 
/səˈmōsə, -zə/





I.
 
the name of a family of Nicaraguan statesmen.




II.
 


Anastasio

 (1896–1956), president 1937–47 and 1951–56; full name 
Anastasio Somoza García

 . He took presidential office following a military coup in 1936 and ruled Nicaragua as a virtual dictator.




III.
 


Luis

 (1922–67), president 1957–63; son of Anastasio; full name 
Luis Somoza Debayle

 .




IV.
 


Anastasio

 (1925–80), president 1967–79; younger brother of Luis; full name 
Anastasio Somoza Debayle

 . His dictatorial regime was overthrown by the Sandinistas, and he was assassinated while in exile in Paraguay.










son

 
/sən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a boy or man in relation to either or both of his parents.




2.
 
a male offspring of an animal.




3.
 
a male descendant




•
 
the sons of Adam.










4.
 
(
the Son

 )
 — (in Christian belief) the second person of the Trinity; Christ.




5.
 
a man considered in relation to his native country or area




•
 
one of Nevada's most famous sons.










6.
 
a man regarded as the product of a particular person, influence, or environment




•
 
sons of the French Revolution.










7.
 
(also 
my son

 )
 — used by an elder person as a form of address for a boy or young man




•
 
“You're on private land, son.”














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
son of a bitch






(
pl.

 sons of bitches)
 — 

‹informal›

 used as a general term of contempt or abuse.









2.
 
son of a gun






(
pl.

 sons of guns)
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a jocular or affectionate way of addressing or referring to someone




•
 
he's a pretentious son of a gun, but he's got a heart of gold.







[with reference to the guns carried aboard ships: the epithet is said to have been applied originally to babies born at sea to women allowed to accompany their husbands.]












III.
 
derivatives





sonship

 
/ˈsənˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sunu

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zoon

 and German 
Sohn

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
huios

 .





sonar

 
/ˈsōˌnär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system for the detection of objects under water and for measuring the water's depth by emitting sound pulses and detecting or measuring their return after being reflected.




2.
 
an apparatus used in a sonar system.




3.
 
the method of echolocation used in air or water by animals such as bats or whales.











– origin

 1940s: from 
so(und) na(vigation and) r(anging)

 , on the pattern of 
radar

 .






sonata

 
/səˈnädə/





I.
 
noun




a composition for an instrumental soloist, often with a piano accompaniment, typically in several movements with one or more in sonata form.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Italian, literally ‘sounded’ (originally as distinct from ‘sung’), feminine past participle of 
sonare

 .





sonata form

 
/səˈnädə fô(ə)rm /

 
sonata-allegro form






noun






[Music]

 a type of composition in three sections (exposition, development, and recapitulation) in which two themes or subjects are explored according to set key relationships. It forms the basis for much classical music, including the sonata, symphony, and concerto.













sonatina

 
/ˌsänəˈtēnə/





I.
 
noun




a simple or short sonata.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, diminutive of sonata
 .





sonde

 
/sänd/





I.
 
noun




an instrument probe that automatically transmits information about its surroundings underground, under water, in the atmosphere, etc.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘sounding (line).’





Sondheim, Stephen

 
/ˈsändˌhīm/






(1930–), US composer and lyricist; full name 
Stephen Joshua Sondheim

 . He became known for his lyrics for 
West Side Story

 (1957) and has since written a number of musicals, including 
A Little Night Music

 (1973), 
Sweeney Todd

 (1979), and 
Sunday in the Park with George

 (1984).









sone

 
/sōn/





I.
 
noun




a unit of subjective loudness, equal to 40 phons.











– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
sonus

 ‘a sound.’





son et lumière

 
/ˌsônālo͞omˈyer/





I.
 
noun




an entertainment held by night at a historic monument or building, telling its history by the use of lighting effects and recorded sound.











– origin

 French, literally ‘sound and light.’






song

 
/sôNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short poem or other set of words set to music or meant to be sung.




2.
 
singing or vocal music




•
 
the young airmen 
broke into song

 .










3.
 
a musical composition suggestive of a song.




4.
 
the musical phrases uttered by some birds, whales, and insects, typically forming a recognizable and repeated sequence and used chiefly for territorial defense or for attracting mates.




5.
 
a poem, especially one in rhymed stanzas




•
 
The Song of Hiawatha.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 poetry.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
for a song








‹informal›

 very cheaply




•
 
the place was going for a song.















2.
 
on song








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 performing well




•
 
when he is on song, no one can stop him.















3.
 
a song and dance





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a long explanation that is pointless or deliberately evasive




•
 
Don't give me a song and dance, Sandy. Yes or no?










b.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a fuss or commotion




•
 
she would be sure to 
make a song and dance about

 her aching feet.





















– origin

 Old English 
sang

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zang

 and German 
Sang

 , also to sing
 .






songbird

 
/ˈsôNGˌbərd/






noun



1.
 
a bird with a musical song.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 a perching bird of an advanced group distinguished by having the muscles of the syrinx attached to the bronchial semirings; an oscine passerine.

[Suborder 
Oscines

 , order 
Passeriformes

 ; in Europe ‘songbird’ is effectively synonymous with ‘passerine’ or ‘perching bird.’.]




3.
 


‹informal›

 a female singer




•
 
the title track is the kind of tune any Nashville songbird could do.



















songbook

 
/ˈsôNGˌbo͝ok/






noun




a book containing a collection of songs with music.













songcraft

 
/ˈsäNGˌkraft/






noun




the art or skill of writing or composing songs.













song cycle

 
/sôNG ˈsīkəl/






noun




a set of related songs, often on a romantic theme, intended to form a single musical entity.













song form






noun




a form used in the composition of a song, in particular a simple melody and accompaniment or a three-part work in which the third part is a repetition of the first.













Songhai

 
/säNGˈɡī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living mainly in Niger and Mali.




2.
 
the Nilo-Saharan language of the Songhai.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Songhai or their language.











– origin

 the name in Songhai.






Song Hong






Vietnamese name for Red River
 (
sense

 1).









Songkran

 
/ˈsäNGˌkrän/





I.
 
noun




a festival celebrating the traditional Thai New Year, held in April and marked by the throwing and sprinkling of water.











– origin

 Thai.





Songnam

 
/ˈsəNGˈnäm/






a city in northwestern South Korea, southeast of Seoul; pop. 958,300 (est. 2008).










Song of Songs

 
/so͝oNG əv ə sôNGz /

 
Song of Solomon






a book of the Bible containing an anthology of Hebrew love poems traditionally ascribed to Solomon but in fact dating from a much later period. Jewish and Christian writers have interpreted the book allegorically as representing God's relationship with his people, or with the soul.









songsmith

 
/ˈsôNGˌsmiTH/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who writes popular songs.













song sparrow






noun




a sparrowlike North American bird related to the buntings, noted for its constant and characteristic song.

[
Melospiza melodia

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ).]













songster

 
/ˈsôNGstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who sings, especially fluently and skillfully.




2.
 
a person who writes songs or verse.




3.
 
a songbird.











– origin

 Old English 
sangestre

 (see song
 , -ster
 ).





songstress

 
/ˈsôNGstrəs/






noun




a female songster.














song thrush

 
/sôNG THrəSH/






noun




a common European and central Asian thrush with a buff spotted breast, having a loud song in which each phrase is repeated two or three times.

[
Turdus philomelos

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]













songwriter

 
/ˈsôNGˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun




a person who writes popular songs or the music for them.








II.
 
derivatives





songwriting

 
/ˈsôNGˌrīdiNG /






noun






















sonic

 
/ˈsänik/





I.
 
adjective




denoting, relating to, or of the nature of sound or sound waves.




•
 
the whales emit sonic pulse systems.














II.
 
derivatives





sonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
sonus

 ‘sound’ + -ic
 .





sonicate

 
/ˈsänikāt /

 

‹Biochemistry›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be sonicated

 )


1.
 
subject (a biological sample) to ultrasonic vibration so as to fragment the cells, macromolecules, and membranes.








II.
 
noun




a biological sample that has been sonicated.











– origin

 1950s: from sonic
 + -ate
 2
 .





sonic barrier

 
/ˈsänik ˈberēər/






noun




another term for sound barrier
 .













sonic boom

 
/ˈsänik bo͞om/






noun




a loud explosive noise caused by the shock wave from an aircraft traveling faster than the speed of sound.













sonics

 
/ˈsäniks/






plural noun




musical sounds artificially produced or reproduced.













Soninke

 
/säˈnēNGkā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in Mali and Senegal.




2.
 
the Mande language of the Soninke.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Soninke or their language.











– origin

 the name in Soninke.





son-in-law

 
/ˈsən ən ˌlô/






noun




the husband of one's daughter.













sonnet

 
/ˈsänət/





I.
 
noun




a poem of fourteen lines using any of a number of formal rhyme schemes, in English typically having ten syllables per line.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 compose sonnets.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 celebrate in a sonnet.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Italian 
sonetto

 , diminutive of 
suono

 ‘a sound.’





sonneteer

 
/ˌsänəˈtir/






noun




a writer of sonnets.













sonny

 
/ˈsənē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 used by an older person as a familiar form of address to a young boy.




2.
 
( also 
Sonny Jim

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 used as a humorous or patronizing way of addressing a man




•
 
look, sonny, that's all I can tell you.



















sono-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to sound




•
 
sonometer.

















– origin

 from Latin 
sonus

 ‘sound.’





sonobuoy

 
/ˈsänəˌbo͞oē, -ˌboi/






noun




a buoy equipped to detect underwater sounds and transmit them by radio.













sonogram

 
/ˈsōnəˌɡram ˈsänəˌɡram/






noun



1.
 
a graph representing a sound, showing the distribution of energy at different frequencies.




2.
 
a visual image produced from an ultrasound examination.













sonography

 
/səˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the analysis of sound using an instrument that produces a graphical representation of its component frequencies.




2.
 
another term for ultrasonography
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sonograph

 
/ˈsänəˌɡraf /






noun













2.
 
sonographic

 
/ˌsänəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















sonoluminescence

 
/ˌsänōˌlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 luminescence excited in a substance by the passage of sound waves through it.








II.
 
derivatives





sonoluminescent






adjective





















Sonoma County

 
/səˌnōmə ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in northwestern California, known for its wineries; pop. 466,741 (est. 2008).










Sonora

 
/səˈnôrə/






a state of northwestern Mexico, on the Gulf of California; capital, Hermosillo.









Sonora Desert






an arid region in North America, in southeastern California and southwestern Arizona in the US and much of Baja California and the western part of Sonora in Mexico.









Sonoran

 
/səˈnôrən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, denoting, or characteristic of a biogeographical region including desert areas of the southwestern US and central Mexico.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Sonora
 + -an
 .





sonorant

 
/ˈsänərənt/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a sound produced with the vocal cords so positioned that spontaneous voicing is possible; a vowel, a glide, or a liquid or nasal consonant.











– origin

 1930s: from sonorous
 + -ant
 .





sonority

 
/səˈnôrədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or fact of being sonorous.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 the relative loudness of a speech sound.














sonorous

 
/ˈsänərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's voice or other sound) imposingly deep and full.




2.
 
capable of producing a deep or ringing sound




•
 
the alloy is sonorous and useful in making bells.










3.
 
(of a speech or style) using imposing language




•
 
they had expected the lawyers to deliver sonorous lamentations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sonorously

 
/ˈsän(ə)rəslē səˈnôrəslē /






adverb













2.
 
sonorousness

 
/ˈsän(ə)rəsnəs səˈnôrəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
sonorus

 (from 
sonor

 ‘sound’) + -ous
 .





sonsy

 
/ˈsän(t)sē /

 
sonsie





I.
 
adjective






(Scottish)

 
‹literary›

 having an attractive and healthy appearance.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘lucky’): from Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
sonas

 ‘good fortune’ (from 
sona

 ‘fortunate’) + -y
 1
 .





Sontag, Susan

 
/ˈsänˌtaɡ/






(1933–2004), US writer and critic. She established her reputation as a radical intellectual with 
Against Interpretation

 (essays, 1966). Other notable works: 
On Photography

 (1976) and 
Illness as Metaphor

 (1979).









sook1


 
/so͞ok, sək/





I.
 
noun




a female crab.











– origin

 1950s: of unknown origin.





sook2






I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Austral./NZ)

 
(Canadian)

 a person lacking spirit or self-confidence; a coward.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Austral./NZ)

 
(Canadian)

 a hand-reared calf.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: dialect variant of the noun suck
 .






soon

 
/so͞on/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or after a short time




•
 
everyone will soon know the truth




•
 
he'll be home soon




•
 
they arrived soon after 7:30.










2.
 
early




•
 
it's a pity you have to leave so soon




•
 
I wish you'd told me sooner




•
 
it was too soon to know.










3.
 
used to indicate one's preference in a particular matter




•
 


I'd just as soon

 Tim did it




•
 
I would sooner resign than transfer to Toronto.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
no sooner —— than






used to convey that the second event mentioned happens immediately after the first




•
 
she had no sooner spoken than the telephone rang.















2.
 
sooner or later






at some future time; eventually




•
 
you'll have to tell him sooner or later.


















III.
 
derivatives





soonish

 
/ˈso͞oniSH /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
sōna

 ‘immediately.’ / 
usage:

 In standard English, the phrase 
no sooner

 is followed by 
than

 , as in we had 
no sooner

 arrived 
than

 we had to leave. This is because 
sooner

 is a comparative, and comparatives are followed by 
than

 (earlier 
than

 ; better 
than

 , etc.). It is incorrect to follow 
no sooner

 with 
when

 rather than 
than

 , as in we had 
no sooner

 arrived 
when

 we had to leave.





Sooner State

 
/ˈso͞onər ˌstāt/





I.
 
a nickname for the state of Oklahoma
 .







– origin

 
Sooner

 in the sense “one who acts prematurely,” i.e., a person who tried to get into the frontier territory of Oklahoma before the US government opened it to settlers in 1889.





soon-to-be






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
planned or destined to have a specified position or quality in the near future




•
 
her soon-to-be husband




•
 
a soon-to-be wealthy man.



















soot

 
/so͝ot/





I.
 
noun




a black powdery or flaky substance consisting largely of amorphous carbon, produced by the incomplete burning of organic matter.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or clog (something) with soot.








III.
 
phrases





(as) black as soot






intensely black.















– origin

 Old English 
sōt

 , of Germanic origin; related to German dialect 
Sott

 , from an Indo-European root shared by the verb sit
 .






sooth

 
/so͞oTH/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 truth.








II.
 
phrases





in sooth








‹archaic›

 in truth; really.















– origin

 Old English 
sōth

 (originally as an adjective in the sense ‘genuine, true’), of Germanic origin.





soothe

 
/so͞oT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gently calm (a person or their feelings)




•
 
a shot of brandy might soothe his nerves.










2.
 
reduce pain or discomfort in (a part of the body)




•
 
to soothe the skin try chamomile or thyme.










3.
 
relieve or ease (pain)




•
 
it contains a mild anesthetic to soothe the pain.














II.
 
derivatives





soother

 
/ˈso͞oT͟Hər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sōthian

 ‘verify, show to be true,’ from 
sōth

 ‘true’ (see sooth
 ). In the 16th cent. the verb passed through the senses ‘corroborate (a statement),’ ‘humor (a person) by expressing assent’ and ‘flatter by one's assent,’ whence ‘mollify, appease’ (late 17th cent).





soothing

 
/ˈso͞oT͟HiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a gently calming effect




•
 
she put on some soothing music.










2.
 
reducing pain or discomfort




•
 
almond oil is renowned for its soothing properties.














II.
 
derivatives





soothingly

 
/ˈso͞oT͟HiNGlē /






adverb





















soothsayer

 
/ˈso͞oTHˌsāər/





I.
 
noun




a person supposed to be able to foresee the future.








II.
 
derivatives





soothsaying

 
/ˈso͞oTHˌsāiNG /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘person who speaks the truth’): see sooth
 .





sooty

 
/ˈso͝odē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with or colored like soot




•
 
the front of the fireplace was blackened and sooty




•
 
his olive skin and sooty eyes.










2.
 
used in names of birds and other animals that are mainly blackish or brownish black, e.g., 
sooty tern

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sootily

 
/ˈso͝otəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sootiness






noun





















sooty mold






noun




a black velvety mold that grows on the surfaces of leaves and stems affected by honeydew.

[Family 
Capnodiaceae

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]













sooty tern






noun




a large oceanic tern that is blackish above and white below, and breeds throughout the tropical oceans.

[
Sterna fuscata

 .]














sop

 
/säp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing given or done as a concession of no great value to appease someone whose main concerns or demands are not being met




•
 
my agent telephones as a sop but never finds me work.










2.
 
a piece of bread dipped in gravy, soup, or sauce.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
sop something up

 )
 — soak up liquid using an absorbent substance




•
 
he used some bread to sop up the sauce.










2.
 
wet thoroughly; soak.











– origin

 Old English 
soppian

 ‘dip (bread) in liquid,’ 
sopp

 (noun), probably from the base of Old English 
sūpan

 ‘sup.’ Sense 1 (mid 17th cent.) alludes to the sop used by Aeneas on his visit to Hades to appease Cerberus.





SOP






abbreviation




Standard Operating Procedure.













sop.






abbreviation




soprano.













sopaipilla

 
/ˌsōpīˈpēyə /

 
sopapilla





I.
 
noun




(especially in New Mexico) a deep-fried pastry, typically square, eaten with honey or sugar or as a bread.











– origin

 American Spanish.





soph

 
/säf/






noun






‹informal›

 sophomore




•
 
the sophs get their assignments tomorrow.



















soph.






abbreviation




sophomore.














sophism

 
/ˈsäfˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a fallacious argument, especially one used deliberately to deceive.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sophime

 , via Latin from Greek 
sophisma

 ‘clever device,’ from 
sophizesthai

 ‘become wise’ (see sophist
 ).






sophist

 
/ˈsäfəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a paid teacher of philosophy and rhetoric in ancient Greece, associated in popular thought with moral skepticism and specious reasoning.




2.
 
a person who reasons with clever but fallacious arguments.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sophistic

 
/səˈfistik /






adjective













2.
 
sophistical

 
/səˈfistikəl /






adjective













3.
 
sophistically

 
/səˈfistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
sophistēs

 , from 
sophizesthai

 ‘devise, become wise,’ from 
sophos

 ‘wise.’





sophisticate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/səˈfistəˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) more sophisticated




•
 
readers who have been sophisticated by modern literary practice




•
 
functions that other software applications have sophisticated.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 talk or reason in an impressively complex and educated manner.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 mislead or corrupt (a person, an argument, the mind, etc.) by sophistry




•
 
books of casuistry, which sophisticate the understanding and defile the heart.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/səˈfistəˌkāt səˈfistəkət /



1.
 


‹archaic›

 sophisticated.








III.
 
noun

 — 
/səˈfistəˌkāt səˈfistəkət /



1.
 
a person with much worldly experience and knowledge of fashion and culture




•
 
he is still the butt of jokes made by New York sophisticates.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘adulterated,’ and as a verb in the sense ‘mix with a foreign substance’): from medieval Latin 
sophisticatus

 ‘tampered with,’ past participle of the verb 
sophisticare

 , from 
sophisticus

 ‘sophistic.’ The shift of sense probably occurred first in the adjective 
unsophisticated

 , from ‘uncorrupted’ via ‘innocent’ to ‘inexperienced, uncultured.’ The noun dates from the early 20th cent.





sophisticated

 
/səˈfistəˌkādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a machine, system, or technique) developed to a high degree of complexity




•
 
highly sophisticated computer systems.










2.
 
(of a person or their thoughts, reactions, and understanding) aware of and able to interpret complex issues; subtle




•
 
discussion and reflection are necessary for a sophisticated response to a text.










3.
 
having, revealing, or proceeding from a great deal of worldly experience and knowledge of fashion and culture




•
 
a chic, sophisticated woman




•
 
a young man with sophisticated tastes.










4.
 
appealing to people with worldly knowledge or experience




•
 
a sophisticated restaurant.














II.
 
derivatives





sophisticatedly






adverb





















sophistication

 
/səˌfistəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the quality of being sophisticated




•
 
her air of sophistication and confidence




•
 
the technological sophistication of their products.



















sophistry

 
/ˈsäfəstrē/






noun



1.
 
the use of fallacious arguments, especially with the intention of deceiving.




2.
 
a fallacious argument.













Sophocles

 
/ˈsäfəˌklēz/






(
c.

 496–406 
BC

 ), Greek playwright. His seven surviving plays are notable for their complexity of plot and depth of characterization and for their examination of the relationship between mortals and the divine order. Notable plays: 
Antigone

 and 
Oedipus Rex

 (also called 
Oedipus Tyrannus

 ).









sophomore

 
/ˈsäf(ə)ˌmôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a second-year college or high school student




•
 
her 16-year-old twin sons are sophomores




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Frances taught sophomore English.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(US)

 denoting the second album, film, etc., released or created by a particular artist




•
 
the duo's sophomore album.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from earlier 
sophumer

 , from 
sophum

 , 
sophom

 (obsolete variants of sophism
 ) + -er
 1
 .





sophomoric

 
/ˌsäf(ə)ˈmôrik/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of a sophomore




•
 
my sophomoric years.










2.
 
pretentious or juvenile




•
 
sophomoric double entendres.



















Sophy

 
/ˈsōfē, ˈsä-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a former title for the ruler of Persia associated especially with the Safavid dynasty.











– origin

 from Arabic 
Ṣafī-al-dīn

 ‘pure of religion.’





soporific

 
/ˌsäpəˈrifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to induce drowsiness or sleep




•
 
the motion of the train had a somewhat soporific effect.










2.
 
sleepy or drowsy




•
 
some medicine made her soporific.










3.
 
tediously boring or monotonous




•
 
a libel trial is in large parts intensely soporific.














II.
 
noun




a drug or other agent that induces sleep.








III.
 
derivatives





soporifically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
sopor

 ‘sleep’ + -ific.





sopping

 
/ˈsäpiNG/





I.
 
adjective




saturated with liquid; wet through




•
 
get those sopping clothes off




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the handkerchief was sopping wet.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: present participle of sop
 .





soppy

 
/ˈsäpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 self-indulgently sentimental




•
 
I look at babies with a soppy smile on my face




•
 
an enjoyably soppy story.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 lacking spirit and common sense; feeble




•
 
my little sisters were too soppy for our adventurous games.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soppily

 
/ˈsäpəlē /






adverb













2.
 
soppiness

 
/ˈsäpēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘soaked with water’): from sop
 + -y
 1
 .





sopranino

 
/ˌsäprəˈnēnō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 an instrument, especially a recorder or saxophone, higher than soprano.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Italian, diminutive of soprano
 .






soprano

 
/səˈpranō səˈpränō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the highest of the four standard singing voices




•
 
a piece composed for soprano, flute, and continuo




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a good soprano voice.










2.
 
a female or boy singer with a soprano voice.




3.
 
a part written for a soprano voice.




4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an instrument of a high or the highest pitch in its family




•
 
a soprano saxophone.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: Italian, from 
sopra

 ‘above,’ from Latin 
supra

 .





soprano clef

 
/səˈpranō ˌklef/






noun






[Music]

 an obsolete clef placing middle C on the lowest line of the staff.














soprano recorder






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 the most common size of recorder, with a range of two octaves from the C above middle C upward.













sora

 
/ˈsôrə /

 
sora crake
 , rail





I.
 
noun




a common small brown and gray American rail, frequenting marshes.

[
Porzana carolina

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably from an American Indian language.






sorb

 
/sôrb/





I.
 
noun




the fruit of the true service tree.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
sorbe

 or Latin 
sorbus

 ‘service tree,’ 
sorbum

 ‘serviceberry.’






Sorb

 
/sôrb/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Slavic people living in parts of southeastern Brandenburg and eastern Saxony.

Also called Wend
 .











– origin

 from German 
Sorbe

 .





sorbent

 
/ˈsôrbənt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance that has the property of collecting molecules of another substance by sorption.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
sorb

 ‘take up by sorption,’ on the pattern of 
absorbent

 .





sorbet

 
/sôrˈbā ˈsôrbət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dessert consisting of frozen fruit juice or flavored water and sugar.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an Arabian sherbet.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
sorbetto

 , from Turkish 
şerbet

 , based on Arabic 
šariba

 ‘to drink’; compare with sherbet
 .






Sorbian

 
/ˈsôrbēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Sorbs or their language.








II.
 
noun




the West Slavic language of the Sorbs, which has been revived from near extinction and has around 70,000 speakers.

Also called Wendish
 or Lusatian
 .













sorbitan

 
/ˈsôrbəˌtan/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a group of compounds that are cyclic ethers derived from sorbitol or its derivatives.











– origin

 1930s: blend of sorbitol
 and anhydride
 .






sorbitol

 
/ˈsôrbəˌtôl ˈsôrbəˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sweet-tasting crystalline compound found in some fruit.

[A hexahydric alcohol; chem. formula: CH2
 OH(CHOH)4
 CH2
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sorb
 + -ite
 1
 + -ol
 .





Sorbonne

 
/sôrˈbôn/





I.
 
the seat of the faculties of science and literature of the University of Paris.







– origin

 originally a theological college founded by Robert de 
Sorbon

 , chaplain to Louis IX, 
c.

 1257.





sorcerer

 
/ˈsôrs(ə)rər/





I.
 
noun




a person who claims or is believed to have magic powers; a wizard.











– origin

 late Middle English: from 
sorser

 (from Old French 
sorcier

 , based on Latin 
sors

 , 
sort-

 ‘lot’) + -er
 1
 .





sorcerer's apprentice





I.
 
noun




a person who instigates a process or project which they are then unable to control.











– origin

 translating French 
l'apprenti sorcier

 , a symphonic poem (1897) by Paul Dukas, suggested by German 
der Zauberlehrling

 (1797), a poem by Goethe.





sorceress

 
/ˈsôrs(ə)rəs/






noun




a female sorcerer; a witch.













sorcery

 
/ˈsôrs(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




the use of magic, especially black magic.








II.
 
derivatives





sorcerous

 
/-rəs /






adjective






















sordid

 
/ˈsôrdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
involving ignoble actions and motives; arousing moral distaste and contempt




•
 
the story paints a sordid picture of bribes and scams.










2.
 
dirty or squalid




•
 
the overcrowded housing conditions were sordid and degrading.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sordidly

 
/ˈsôrdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
sordidness

 
/ˈsôrdədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a medical term in the sense ‘purulent’): from French 
sordide

 or Latin 
sordidus

 , from 
sordere

 ‘be dirty.’ The current senses date from the early 17th cent.





sordino

 
/sôrˈdēnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a mute.




2.
 
(
sordini

 )
 — 

[Music]

 (on a piano) the dampers.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, from 
sordo

 ‘mute,’ from Latin 
surdus

 .





sordor

 
/ˈsôrdər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 physical or moral sordidness.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from sordid
 , on the pattern of the pair 
squalid

 , 
squalor

 .






sore

 
/sôr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a part of one's body) painful or aching




•
 
my feet were sore and my head ached.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — suffering pain from a part of one's body




•
 
he was sore from the long ride.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 upset and angry




•
 
I didn't even know they were 
sore at

 us.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — severe; urgent




•
 
we're in sore need of him.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a raw or painful place on the body




•
 
we had sores on our hands.










2.
 
a cause or source of distress or annoyance




•
 
there's no point raking over the past and opening old sores.














III.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 extremely; severely




•
 
they were sore afraid.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
sore point






a subject or issue about which someone feels distressed or annoyed




•
 
the glamorous image of their paramilitary rivals was always a sore point with the police.















2.
 
stand (or stick) out like a sore thumb






be obviously different from the surrounding people or things.












V.
 
derivatives





soreness

 
/ˈsôrnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sār

 (noun and adjective), 
sāre

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zeer

 ‘sore’ and German 
sehr

 ‘very.’ The original sense was ‘causing intense pain, grievous,’ whence the adverbial use.





sorehead

 
/ˈsôrˌhed/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is in a bad temper or easily irritated.













sorely

 
/ˈsôrlē/





I.
 
adverb




to a very high degree or level of intensity (especially of an unwelcome or unpleasant state or emotion)




•
 
she would sorely miss his company




•
 
help was sorely needed.

















– origin

 Old English 
sārlīce

 (see sore
 , -ly
 2
 ).





sore throat






noun




a condition marked by pain in the throat, typically caused by inflammation due to a cold or other virus




•
 
she whispers through her role as if she's got a sore throat.



















sorghum

 
/ˈsôrɡəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely cultivated cereal native to warm regions of the Old World. It is a major source of grain and of feed for livestock.

[Genus 
Sorghum

 , family 
Gramineae

 : many species, in particular 
S. bicolor

 and its cultivars.]




2.
 
a syrupy sweetener made from a type of sorghum.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Italian 
sorgo

 , perhaps based on a variant of Latin 
syricum

 ‘Syrian.’





sori

 
/ˈsôrī/






plural form of sorus
 .









sororal

 
/səˈrôrəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or like a sister or sisters.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
soror

 ‘sister’ + -al
 .





sorority

 
/səˈrôrədē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a society for female students in a university or college, typically for social purposes.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
sororitas

 , or from Latin 
soror

 ‘sister’ (on the pattern of 
fraternity

 ).





sorosis

 
/səˈrōsis/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fleshy multiple fruit, e.g., a pineapple or mulberry, derived from the ovaries of several flowers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sōros

 ‘heap.’





sorption

 
/ˈsôrpSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 absorption and adsorption considered as a single process.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from absorption
 and adsorption
 (see adsorb
 ).





sorrel1


 
/ˈsôrəl/





I.
 
noun




a European plant of the dock family, with arrow-shaped leaves that are used in salads and cooking for their acidic flavor.

See also wood sorrel
 . [Genus 
Rumex

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 : several species, including the 
English sorrel

 (
R. acetosa

 ) and the more slender-leaved 
French sorrel

 (
R. scutatus

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sorele

 , of Germanic origin; related to sour
 .





sorrel2


 
/ˈsôrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horse with a light reddish-brown coat.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a light reddish-brown color




•
 
a sorrel mare with four white socks.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sorel

 , from 
sor

 ‘yellowish,’ from a Germanic adjective meaning ‘dry.’






sorrel tree






noun




another term for sourwood
 .














sorrow

 
/ˈsärō ˈsôrō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of deep distress caused by loss, disappointment, or other misfortune suffered by oneself or others




•
 
he understood the sorrow and discontent underlying his brother's sigh.










2.
 
an event or circumstance that causes sorrow




•
 
it was a great sorrow to her when they separated.










3.
 
the outward expression of grief; lamentation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or display deep distress


(as 
adj.

 
sorrowing

 )


•
 
the sorrowing widower found it hard to relate to his sons.

















– origin

 Old English 
sorh

 , 
sorg

 (noun), 
sorgian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zorg

 and German 
Sorge

 .





sorrowful

 
/ˈsôrəfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing grief




•
 
she looked at him with sorrowful eyes.










2.
 
causing grief




•
 
the sorrowful news of his father's death.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sorrowfully

 
/ˈsôrəfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sorrowfulness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sorhful

 (see sorrow
 , -ful
 ).





sorry

 
/ˈsärē ˈsôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — feeling distress, especially through sympathy with someone else's misfortune




•
 
I was sorry to hear about what happened to your family.










2.
 
(
sorry for

 )
 — filled with compassion for




•
 
he couldn't help feeling sorry for her when he heard how she'd been treated.










3.
 
feeling regret or penitence




•
 
he said he was sorry he had upset me




•
 
I'm sorry if I was a bit brusque.










4.
 
used as an expression of apology




•
 
sorry—I was trying not to make a noise.










5.
 
used as a polite request that someone should repeat something that one has failed to hear or understand




•
 
Sorry? In case I what?










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — in a poor or pitiful state or condition




•
 
he looks a sorry sight with his broken jaw.










7.
 
unpleasant and regrettable, especially on account of incompetence or misbehavior




•
 
we feel so ashamed that we keep quiet about the whole sorry business.














II.
 
phrases





sorry for oneself






sad and self-pitying.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sorrily

 
/ˈsärəlē, sô- /






adverb













2.
 
sorriness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sārig

 ‘pained, distressed,’ from the base of the noun sore
 . The shortening of the root vowel has given the word an apparent connection with the unrelated sorrow
 .





sort

 
/sôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a category of things or people having some common feature; a type




•
 
if only we knew the sort of people she was mixing with




•
 
a radical change poses 
all sorts of

 questions.










2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person of a specified character or nature




•
 
Frank was a genuinely friendly sort.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a manner or way




•
 
in law also the judge is 
in a sort

 superior to his king.










4.
 


[Computing]

 the arrangement of data in a prescribed sequence.




5.
 


[Printing]

 a letter or piece in a font of type.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange systematically in groups; separate according to type, class, etc.




•
 
she 
sorted out

 the clothes, some to be kept, some to be thrown away.










2.
 
(
sort through

 )
 — look at (a group of things) one after another in order to classify them or make a selection




•
 
she sat down and sorted through her mail.










3.
 
resolve (a problem or difficulty)




•
 
the teacher helps the children to 
sort out

 their problems.










4.
 
resolve the problems or difficulties of (oneself)




•
 
I need time to 
sort

 myself 
out

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
after a sort








‹dated›

 after a fashion.









2.
 
in some sort






to a certain extent




•
 
I am in some sort indebted to you.















3.
 
nothing of the sort






used as an emphatic way of denying permission or refuting an earlier statement or assumption




•
 
“I'll pay.” “You'll do nothing of the sort.”















4.
 
of a sort

 
of sorts








‹informal›

 of an atypical and typically inferior type




•
 
the training camp actually became a tourist attraction of sorts.















5.
 
out of sorts





a.
 
slightly unwell




•
 
feeling nauseous and generally out of sorts.










b.
 
in low spirits; irritable




•
 
the trying events of the day had put him out of sorts.















6.
 
sort of








‹informal›

 to some extent; in some way or other (used to convey inexactness or vagueness)




•
 
“Do you see what I mean?” “Sort of,” answered Jean cautiously.















7.
 
the —— sort






the kind of person likely to do or be involved with the thing specified




•
 
she'd never imagined Steve to be the marrying sort.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sort someone out








‹informal›

 deal with someone who is causing trouble, typically by restraining, reprimanding, or punishing them




•
 
if he can't pay you, I'll sort him out.















2.
 
sort something out





a.
 
separate something from a mixed group




•
 
she started 
sorting out

 the lettuce 
from

 the spinach.










b.
 
arrange or organize something




•
 
they are anxious to sort out traveling arrangements.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sortable

 
/ˈsôrdəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
sorter

 
/ˈsôrdər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sorte

 , from an alteration of Latin 
sors

 , 
sort-

 ‘lot, condition.’ / 
usage:

 The construction 
these sort of

 , as in I don't want to answer 
these sort of

 questions, is technically ungrammatical because 
these

 is plural and needs to agree with a plural noun (
sorts

 ). The construction is undoubtedly common, however, and has been used for hundreds of years. There are some grammarians who analyze the construction differently, seeing the words "these sort of” as a single invariable unit. For more details, see usage at kind
 1
 .





sorta

 
/ˈsôrdə /

 

‹informal›







contraction




sort of




•
 
I did sorta like the movie.



















sortal

 
/ˈsôrdl /

 

‹Linguistics Philosophy›






I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a term representing a semantic feature that applies to an entity, classifying it as being of a particular kind.








II.
 
noun




a count noun, for example 
novel

 as opposed to 
fiction

 .













sortation

 
/sôrˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun




(especially in data processing) the process of sorting or its result.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
sort

 (verb) + 
-ation

 .





sorted

 
/ˈsôrdəd/






adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 organized; arranged; fixed up




•
 
“And your social commitments?” “They're well sorted.”










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a person) confident, organized, and emotionally well balanced




•
 
a pretty sorted kind of fellow.



















sortes

 
/ˈsôrˌtēz, -ˌtāz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
divination, or the seeking of guidance, by chance selection of a passage in the Bible or another text regarded as authoritative.











– origin

 Latin, ‘chance selections (of the Bible).’





sortie

 
/ˌsôrˈtē ˈsôrdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an attack made by troops coming out from a position of defense.




2.
 
an operational flight by a single military aircraft.




3.
 
a short trip or journey




•
 
an early-morning sortie into the garden of our hotel.










4.
 
an attempt to participate in a new activity or sphere




•
 
this latest book is the author's first 
sortie into

 non-fiction.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come out from a defensive position to make an attack.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, feminine past participle of 
sortir

 ‘go out.’





sortilege

 
/ˈsôrdlij/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 the practice of foretelling the future from a card or other item drawn at random from a collection.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
sortilegium

 ‘sorcery,’ from Latin 
sortilegus

 ‘sorcerer,’ from 
sors

 , 
sort-

 ‘lot, chance’ + 
legere

 ‘choose.’





sortition

 
/sôrˈtiSHən/





I.
 
noun




the action of selecting or determining something by the casting or drawing of lots.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
sortitio(n-)

 , from 
sortire

 ‘divide or obtain by lot.’






sorus

 
/ˈsôrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a cluster of spore-producing receptacles on the underside of a fern frond.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a gamete-producing or fruiting body in certain algae and fungi.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sōros

 ‘heap.’





SOS

 
/ˌesōˈes/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an international code signal of extreme distress, used especially by ships at sea.




2.
 
an urgent appeal for help.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a message broadcast to an untraceable person in an emergency




•
 
here is an SOS message for Mr. Arthur Brown about his brother, who is dangerously ill.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: letters chosen as being easily transmitted and recognized in Morse code; by folk etymology an abbreviation of 
save our souls

 .





Sosa, Sammy

 
/ˈsōsə/






(1968–), Dominican baseball player; full name 
Samuel Peralta Sosa

 . Most of his 1989–2007 career was as an outfielder for the Chicago Cubs. He is best known for his home-run totals, hitting at least 50 each year for 4 consecutive years 1998–2001.









Sosnowiec

 
/sôsˈnôvyets/






an industrial mining town in southwestern Poland, west of Cracow; pop. 223,284 (2007).









so-so

 
/ˈsō ˈˌsō/






adjective




neither very good nor very bad




•
 
a happy ending to a so-so season




•
 
“How are you?” “So-so.”



















sostenuto

 
/ˌsästəˈno͞odō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adjective




(of a passage of music) to be played in a sustained or prolonged manner.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a passage to be played in a sustained and prolonged manner.




2.
 
the performance of a passage in a sustained or prolonged manner.











– origin

 Italian, ‘sustained.’






sot

 
/sät/





I.
 
noun




a habitual drunkard.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 drink habitually.








III.
 
derivatives





sottish

 
/ˈsädiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
sott

 ‘foolish person,’ from medieval Latin 
sottus

 , reinforced by Old French 
sot

 ‘foolish.’ The current sense of the noun dates from the late 16th cent.





soteriology

 
/sōˌtirēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun






[Theology]

 the doctrine of salvation.








II.
 
derivatives





soteriological

 
/-ēəˈläjikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sōtēria

 ‘salvation’ + -logy
 .





Sothic

 
/ˈsōTHik, ˈsä-/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Sirius (the Dog Star), especially with reference to the ancient Egyptian year fixed by its heliacal rising.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
Sōthis

 (from an Egyptian name of the Dog Star) + -ic
 .






Sotho

 
/ˈso͞oˌto͞o ˈsōdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of peoples living chiefly in Botswana, Lesotho, and northern South Africa.




2.
 
the group of Bantu languages spoken by the Sotho peoples, of which the most important are Sepedi (also called 
Northern Sotho

 ) and Sesotho (also called 
Southern Sotho

 ). The term 
Western Sotho

 is sometimes used of the related language Setswana. Sepedi and Sesotho are official languages of South Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sotho or their languages.











– origin

 the stem of Basotho
 and Sesotho
 .





sotol

 
/ˈsōtōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American desert plant of the agave family, with spiny-edged leaves and small white flowers.

[Genus 
Dasylirion

 , family 
Agavaceae

 : several species, including 
smooth-leaf sotol

 (
D. leiophyllum

 ).]




2.
 
an alcoholic drink made from the sap of the sotol.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: via American Spanish from Nahuatl 
tzotolli

 .





Sotomayor, Sonia Maria

 
/sōtəˈmīyôr/






(1954–), US Supreme Court associate justice since 2009. The Court's first Hispanic justice, she was appointed by President Obama.










sotto voce

 
/ˌsädō ˈvōCHē/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




(of singing or a spoken remark) in a quiet voice, as if not to be overheard


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
“It won't be cheap,” he added sotto voce




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a sotto voce remark.

















– origin

 from Italian 
sotto

 ‘under’ + 
voce

 ‘voice.’





SOTU






abbreviation




short for State of the Union
 :




•
 
Clinton's final SOTU address.



















sou

 
/so͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a former French coin of low value.




2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 a very small amount of money




•
 
he didn't have a sou.

















– origin

 French, originally as 
sous

 (plural), from Old French 
sout

 , from Latin 
solidus

 (see solidus
 ).





sou'

 
/sou/






abbreviation




(especially in compounds) south




•
 
the sou'west wind was quite a gale at times.



















soubise

 
/so͞oˈbēz/





I.
 
noun




a thick white sauce made with onion puree and often served with fish or eggs.











– origin

 named after Charles de Rohan 
Soubise

 (1715–87), French general and courtier.





soubresaut

 
/ˌso͞obrəˈsō/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a straight-legged jump from both feet with the toes pointed and feet together, one behind the other.











– origin

 French.





soubrette

 
/so͞oˈbret/





I.
 
noun




a minor female role in a comedy, typically that of a pert maidservant.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Provençal 
soubreto

 , feminine of 
soubret

 ‘coy,’ from 
sobrar

 , from Latin 
superare

 ‘be above.’






souchong

 
/ˌso͞oˈCHôNG ˌso͞oˈSHôNG/





I.
 
noun




a fine black variety of China tea.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Chinese 
siú

 ‘small’ + 
chúng

 ‘sort.’





soucouyant

 
/ˌso͞oko͞oˈyän(t)/





I.
 
noun




(in eastern Caribbean folklore) a malignant witch believed to shed her skin by night and suck the blood of her victims.











– origin

 West Indian Creole.






souffle

 
/ˈso͞ofəl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a low murmuring or blowing sound heard through a stethoscope.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from 
souffler

 ‘to blow,’ from Latin 
sufflare

 .





soufflé

 
/so͞oˈflā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, spongy baked dish made typically by adding flavored egg yolks to stiffly beaten egg whites.




2.
 
any of various light dishes made with beaten egg whites.











– origin

 French, literally ‘blown,’ past participle of 
souffler

 (see souffle
 ).





Soufrière

 
/ˌso͞ofrēˈyer/





I.
 
a dormant volcano on the French island of Guadeloupe in the Caribbean Sea. Rising to 4,813 feet (1,468 m), it is the highest peak in the Lesser Antilles.




II.
 
an active volcanic peak on the island of St. Vincent in the Caribbean. It rises to a height of 4,006 feet (1,234 m).







– origin

 French, from 
soufre

 ‘sulfur.’





sough

 
/səf sou/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the wind in trees, the sea, etc.) make a moaning, whistling, or rushing sound.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a moaning, whistling, or rushing sound as made by the wind in the trees or the sea.











– origin

 Old English 
swōgan

 , of Germanic origin.





sought

 
/sôt/






past and past participle of seek
 .









sought after






adjective




in demand; generally desired




•
 
this print will be much sought after by collectors




•
 
the most expensive and sought-after perfume.



















souk

 
/so͞ok /

 
suk
 , sukh
 , suq





I.
 
noun




an Arab market or marketplace; a bazaar.











– origin

 from Arabic 
sūḳ

 .





soukous

 
/ˈso͞okəs/





I.
 
noun




a style of African popular music characterized by syncopated rhythms and intricate contrasting guitar melodies, originating in the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).











– origin

 perhaps from French 
secouer

 ‘to shake.’






soul

 
/sōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the spiritual or immaterial part of a human being or animal, regarded as immortal.




2.
 
a person's moral or emotional nature or sense of identity




•
 
in the depths of her soul, she knew he would betray her.










3.
 
emotional or intellectual energy or intensity, especially as revealed in a work of art or an artistic performance




•
 
their interpretation lacked soul.










4.
 
the essence or embodiment of a specified quality




•
 
he was 
the soul of

 discretion




•
 
brevity is the soul of wit.










5.
 
an individual person




•
 
I'll never tell a soul.










6.
 
a person regarded with affection or pity




•
 
she's a nice old soul.










7.
 
African-American culture or ethnic pride.




8.
 
short for soul music
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
bare one's soul






see bare
 .









2.
 
the life and soul of the party






see life
 .









3.
 
lost soul





a.
 
a soul that is damned.




b.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 a person who seems unable to cope with everyday life.









4.
 
sell one's soul (to the devil)






see sell
 .









5.
 
upon my soul








‹dated›

 an exclamation of surprise.












III.
 
derivatives





souled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
she was a great-souled character

























– origin

 Old English 
sāwol

 , 
sāw(e)l

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ziel

 and German 
Seele

 .





soul brother

 
/ˈsōl ˌbrəT͟Hər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a term of address or reference between African-American men.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a man whose thoughts, feelings, and attitudes closely match those of another; a kindred spirit.













soul case






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(W. Indian)

 
‹informal›

 the body.













soul food

 
/ˈsōl ˌfo͞od/






noun




traditional southern African-American food.













soulful

 
/ˈsōlfəl/





I.
 
adjective




expressing or appearing to express deep and often sorrowful feeling




•
 
she gave him a soulful glance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soulfully

 
/ˈsōlfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
soulfulness

 
/ˈsōlfəlnəs /






noun





















soul kiss






noun




another term for French kiss
 .













soulless

 
/ˈsōlˌləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building, room, or other place) lacking character and individuality




•
 
she found the apartment beautiful but soulless.










2.
 
(of an activity) tedious and uninspiring




•
 
soulless, nonproductive work.










3.
 
lacking or suggesting the lack of human feelings and qualities




•
 
two soulless black eyes were watching her.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soullessly






adverb













2.
 
soullessness






noun





















soul mate

 
/ˈsōl ˌmāt /

 
soulmate






noun




a person ideally suited to another as a close friend or romantic partner.














soul music






noun




a kind of music incorporating elements of rhythm and blues and gospel music, popularized by African-Americans. Characterized by an emphasis on vocals and an impassioned improvisatory delivery, it is associated with performers such as Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, James Brown, and Otis Redding.













soul patch






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small tuft of facial hair directly below a man's lower lip




•
 
the 23-year-old has an earring in his left lobe, a soul patch, and a cool demeanor.



















soul-searching

 
/ˈsōl ˌsərCHiNG/





I.
 
noun




deep and anxious consideration of one's emotions and motives or of the correctness of a course of action.








II.
 
adjective




involving or expressing deep consideration




•
 
long, soul-searching conversations about religion.



















soul sister

 
/ˈsōl ˌsistər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 used as a term of address or reference between African-American women.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a woman whose thoughts, feelings, and attitudes closely match those of another; a kindred spirit.













soulster

 
/ˈsōlstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a singer of soul music.













soul-stirring






adjective




arousing intense emotion




•
 
soul-stirring gospel performances.




















sound1


 
/sound/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
vibrations that travel through the air or another medium and can be heard when they reach a person's or animal's ear




•
 
light travels faster than sound.










2.
 
a thing that can be heard




•
 
she heard the sound of voices in the hall




•
 
don't make a sound.










3.
 
the area or distance within which something can be heard




•
 
we were always 
within sound of

 the train whistles.










4.
 
(also 
musical sound

 )
 — sound produced by continuous and regular vibrations, as opposed to noise.




5.
 
short for speech sound
 .




6.
 
music, speech, and sound effects when recorded, used to accompany a film or video production, or broadcast


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sound studio.










7.
 
broadcasting by radio as distinct from television.




8.
 
the distinctive quality of the music of a particular composer or performer or of the sound produced by a particular musical instrument




•
 
the sound of the Beatles.










9.
 
(
sounds

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 music, especially popular music




•
 
sounds of the sixties.










10.
 
the ideas or impressions conveyed by words




•
 
you've had a hard day, 
by the sound of it

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
emit or cause to emit sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a loud buzzer sounded




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she sounded the horn.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give an audible signal to indicate (something)




•
 
a different bell begins to sound midnight.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express or convey (a warning)




•
 
pharmaceutical companies are 
sounding the alarm

 about counterfeit drugs.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — test (the lungs or another body cavity) by noting the sound they produce




•
 
the doctor sounded her chest.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — convey a specified impression when heard


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
he sounded worried.










6.
 
(of something or someone that has been described to one) convey a specified impression




•
 


it sounds as though

 you really do believe that




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
the house sounds lovely.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





sound off






express one's opinions in a loud or forceful manner.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soundless

 
/ˈsoun(d)ləs /






adjective













2.
 
soundlessly

 
/ˈsoun(d)ləslē /






adverb













3.
 
soundlessness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
soun

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
soun

 (noun), 
suner

 (verb), from Latin 
sonus

 . The form with 
-d

 was established in the 16th cent.





sound2


 
/sound/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in good condition; not damaged, injured, or diseased




•
 
they returned 
safe and sound






•
 
he was not of sound mind.










2.
 
based on reason, sense, or judgment




•
 
sound advice for healthy living




•
 
the scientific content is sound.










3.
 
competent, reliable, or holding acceptable views




•
 
he's a bit stuffy, but he's very sound on his law.










4.
 
financially secure




•
 
she could get her business on a sound footing for the first time.










5.
 
(of sleep) deep and undisturbed.




6.
 
(of a person) tending to sleep deeply




•
 
I am a sound sleeper.










7.
 
severe




•
 
such people should be given a sound thrashing.














II.
 
adverb




soundly




•
 
he was sound asleep.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soundly

 
/ˈsoun(d)lē /






adverb













2.
 
soundness

 
/ˈsoun(d)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old English 
gesund

 ; related to Dutch 
gezond

 and German 
gesund

 .





sound3


 
/sound/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ascertain (the depth of water), typically by means of a line or pole or using sound echoes.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 examine (a person's bladder or other internal cavity) with a long surgical probe.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — question (someone), typically in a cautious or discreet way, as to their opinions or feelings on a subject




•
 
we'll 
sound out

 our representatives first.










4.
 
inquire into (someone's opinions of feelings) in a cautious way




•
 
officials arrived to 
sound out

 public opinion at meetings in factories.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a whale) dive down steeply to a great depth.








II.
 
noun




a long surgical probe, typically with a curved, blunt end.








III.
 
derivatives





sounder

 
/ˈsoundər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sonder

 , based on Latin 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
unda

 ‘wave.’





sound4


 
/sound/





I.
 
noun




a narrow stretch of water forming an inlet or connecting two wider areas of water such as two seas or a sea and a lake.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
sund

 ‘swimming, strait’; related to swim
 .






Sound

 
/sound/





(
the Sound

 )


1.
 
another name for Øresund
 .













soundalike

 
/ˈsoundəˌlīk/






noun




a person or thing that closely resembles another in sound, especially someone whose voice or style of speaking or singing is very similar to that of a famous person.













soundbar

 
/ˈsoundbär/






noun




a bar-shaped device containing multiple speakers, used with a television set, computer, or MP3 player




•
 
an easy way to boost the sound of any TV is by using a soundbar.




















sound barrier

 
/ˈsoun(d) ˌberēər/






noun

 — (
the sound barrier

 )


1.
 
the increased drag, reduced controllability, and other effects that occur when an aircraft approaches the speed of sound, formerly regarded as an obstacle to supersonic flight.














sound bite

 
/sound bīt/






noun




a short extract from a recorded interview, chosen for its pungency or appropriateness.














soundboard

 
/ˈsoun(d)bôrd /

 
sounding board






noun




a thin sheet of wood over which the strings of a piano or similar instrument are positioned to increase the sound produced.













sound box

 
soundbox






noun




the hollow chamber that forms the body of a stringed musical instrument and provides resonance.













sound card

 
/ˈsound ˌkärd/






noun




a device that can be slotted into a computer to allow the use of audio components for multimedia applications.













sound check

 
soundcheck






noun




a test of sound equipment before a musical performance or recording to check that the desired sound is being produced.













sound conditioner






noun




a device designed to mask or block out undesirable sounds by generating white noise or some other continuous, unobtrusive sound.













sound effect

 
/ˈsound əˌfekt/






noun




a sound other than speech or music made artificially for use in a play, movie, or other broadcast production




•
 
the play used sound effects of galley oars and blood-curdling yells.



















sound engineer






noun




a technician dealing with acoustics for a broadcast or musical performance.













Soundex

 
/ˈsoundeks/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a phonetic coding system intended to suppress spelling variations, used especially to encode surnames for the linkage of medical and other records.











– origin

 1950s: from sound
 1
 + the arbitrary ending 
-ex

 .





sound hole






noun




an aperture in the belly of a stringed instrument.













sounding1


 
/ˈsoundiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of measuring the depth of the sea or other body of water.




2.
 
a measurement taken by sounding.




3.
 
the determination of any physical property at a depth in the sea or at a height in the atmosphere.




4.
 
(
soundings

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 the area of sea close to the shore that is shallow enough for the bottom to be reached by means of a sounding line.




5.
 
(
soundings

 )
 — information or evidence ascertained as a preliminary step before deciding on a course of action




•
 
he's been 
taking soundings

 about the possibility of moving his offices.



















sounding2


 
/ˈsoundiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 giving forth sound, especially loud or resonant sound




•
 
he went in with a sounding plunge.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 having an imposing sound but little substance




•
 
the orator has been apt to deal in sounding commonplaces.



















sounding board

 
/ˈsoundiNG ˌbô(ə)rd/






noun



1.
 
a board or screen placed over or behind a pulpit or stage to reflect a speaker's voice forward.




2.
 
another term for soundboard
 .




3.
 
a person or group whose reactions to suggested ideas are used as a test of their validity or likely success before they are made public




•
 
I considered him mainly as a sounding board for my impressions.










4.
 
a channel through which ideas are disseminated.













sounding line

 
/ˈsoundiNG ˌlīn/






noun




a weighted line with distances marked off at regular intervals, used to measure the depth of water under a boat.













sounding rod






noun




a rod used to measure the depth of water under a boat or in a ship's hold or other container.













sound post

 
/ˈsoun(d) ˌpōst/






noun




a small wooden rod wedged between the front and back surfaces of a violin or similar instrument and modifying its vibrations.













sound pressure






noun






[Physics]

 the difference between the instantaneous pressure at a point in the presence of a sound wave and the static pressure of the medium.













soundproof

 
/ˈsoun(d)ˌpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




preventing, or constructed of material that prevents, the passage of sound




•
 
there was a soundproof, state-of-the-art recording studio.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a room or building) resistant to the passage of sound.








III.
 
derivatives





soundproofing

 
/ˈsoun(d)ˌpro͞ofiNG /






noun





















soundscape

 
/ˈsoun(d)skāp/






noun



1.
 
a piece of music considered in terms of its component sounds




•
 
his lush keyboard soundscapes.










2.
 
the sounds heard in a particular location, considered as a whole




•
 
institutions concerned with the world soundscape as an ecologically balanced entity.




















sound shift

 
/sound SHift/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a systematic change in the pronunciation of a set of speech sounds as a language evolves.













sound spectrograph






noun




an instrument for analyzing sound into its frequency components.













soundstage

 
/ˈsoun(d)stāj /

 
sound stage






noun




an area of a movie studio with acoustic properties suitable for the recording of sound, typically used to record dialogue.













sound symbolism






noun




the partial representation of the sense of a word by its sound, as in 
bang

 , 
fizz

 , and 
slide

 .

See also onomatopoeia
 .













sound system






noun




a set of equipment for the reproduction and amplification of sound.













soundtrack

 
/ˈsoun(d)ˌtrak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a recording of the musical accompaniment to a movie




•
 
she has requested a collaboration for the soundtrack to her forthcoming movie.










2.
 
a strip on the edge of a film on which the sound component is recorded.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a movie) with a soundtrack




•
 
it is soundtracked by the great Ennio Morricone.



















sound wave

 
/ˈsoun(d) ˌwāv/






noun






[Physics]

 a wave of compression and rarefaction, by which sound is propagated in an elastic medium such as air.













soup

 
/so͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a liquid dish, typically made by boiling meat, fish, or vegetables, etc., in stock or water




•
 
a bowl of tomato soup.










2.
 
a substance or mixture perceived to resemble soup in appearance or consistency




•
 
the waves and the water beyond have become a thick brown soup.










3.
 


‹informal›

 the chemicals in which film is developed.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 nitroglycerine or gelignite, especially as used for safecracking.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
soup something up

 ) (often as 
adj.

 
souped-up

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 increase the power and efficiency of an engine or other machine




•
 
a souped-up Ford with big rear wheels.







[1930s, perhaps influenced by super-
 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 make something more elaborate or impressive




•
 
we had to soup up the show for the new venue.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
from soup to nuts








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 from beginning to end; completely




•
 
I know all about that game from soup to nuts.







[from the courses of a dinner.]









2.
 
in the soup








‹informal›

 in trouble.












IV.
 
derivatives





souplike






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soupe

 ‘sop, broth (poured on slices of bread),’ from late Latin 
suppa

 , of Germanic origin.





soup and fish





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 men's evening dress.











– origin

 so named from the traditional first two courses of a formal dinner.





soupçon

 
/so͞opˈsoN/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a very small quantity of something




•
 
a soupçon of mustard.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from Old French 
souspeçon

 , from medieval Latin 
suspectio

 (see suspicion
 ).





soup kitchen

 
/ˈso͞op ˌkiCHin/






noun




a place where free food is served to those who are homeless or destitute.













soup plate

 
/so͞op plāt/






noun




a deep, wide-rimmed plate in which soup is served.













soupspoon

 
/ˈso͞opspo͞on /

 
soup spoon






noun




a large spoon with a round bowl, used for eating soup.













soupy

 
/ˈso͞opē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the appearance or consistency of soup




•
 
a soupy stew.










2.
 
(of the air or climate) humid.




3.
 


‹informal›

 mawkishly sentimental




•
 
soupy nostalgia.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
soupily

 
/ˈso͞opəlē /






adverb













2.
 
soupiness






noun






















sour

 
/ˈsou(ə)r/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having an acid taste like lemon or vinegar




•
 
she sampled the wine and found it was sour.










2.
 
(of food, especially milk) spoiled because of fermentation.




3.
 
having a rancid smell




•
 
her breath was always sour.










4.
 
feeling or expressing resentment, disappointment, or anger




•
 
she was quite a different woman from the sour, bored creature I had known.










5.
 
(of soil) deficient in lime and usually dank.




6.
 
(of petroleum or natural gas) containing a relatively high sulfur content.








II.
 
noun

 — [with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a drink made by mixing an alcoholic beverage with lemon juice or lime juice




•
 
a rum sour.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become sour


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
water soured with tamarind




•
 (as 
adj.

 
soured

 )
 
soured cream




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a bowl of milk was souring in the sun.










2.
 
make or become unpleasant, acrimonious, or difficult


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a dispute soured relations between the two countries for over a year




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
many friendships have soured over borrowed money.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
go (or turn) sour






become less pleasant or attractive; turn out badly




•
 
the case concerns a property deal that turned sour.















2.
 
sour grapes







/ˌsour ˈɡrāps /

 — used to refer to an attitude in which someone adopts a negative attitude to something because they cannot have it themselves




•
 
government officials dismissed many of the complaints as sour grapes.







[with allusion to Aesop's fable 
The Fox and the Grapes

 .]












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sourish

 
/ˈsouriSH /






adjective













2.
 
sourly

 
/ˈsourlē /






adverb













3.
 
sourness

 
/ˈsournəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sūr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zuur

 and German 
sauer

 .





sour ball






noun




a hard candy, especially a jawbreaker, with a sour flavor.














source

 
/sôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a place, person, or thing from which something comes or can be obtained




•
 
mackerel is a good source of fish oil.










2.
 
a spring or fountainhead from which a river or stream issues




•
 
the source of the Nile.










3.
 
a person who provides information




•
 
military sources announced a reduction in strategic nuclear weapons.










4.
 
a book or document used to provide evidence in research.




5.
 


‹technical›

 a body or process by which energy or a particular component enters a system.

The opposite of sink
 2
 .




6.
 


[Electronics]

 a part of a field-effect transistor from which carriers flow into the inter-electrode channel.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain from a particular source




•
 
each type of coffee is sourced from one country.










2.
 
find out where (something) can be obtained




•
 
she was called upon to source a supply of carpet.














III.
 
phrases





at source





a.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 at the point of origin or issue




•
 
reduction of pollution at source.










b.
 
used to show that an amount is deducted from earnings or other payments before they are made




•
 
your pension contribution will be deducted at source.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sourceless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sours(e

 ), past participle of 
sourdre

 ‘to rise,’ from Latin 
surgere

 .





sourcebook

 
/ˈsôrsˌbo͝ok/






noun




a collection of writings and articles on a particular subject, especially one used as a basic introduction to that subject.













source code

 
/ˈsôrs ˌkōd/






noun






[Computing]

 a text listing of commands to be compiled or assembled into an executable computer program.













source criticism






noun




the analysis and study of the sources used by biblical authors.













source program

 
/sôrs ˈprōˌɡram/






noun






[Computing]

 a program written in a language other than machine code, typically a high-level language.













source rock






noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a rock from which later sediments are derived or in which a particular mineral originates.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a sediment containing sufficient organic matter to be a future source of hydrocarbons.













sour cherry





I.
 
noun




a jawbreaker candy with a sour flavor.








II.
 
noun




another term for morello
 .













sour cream

 
/ˈsou(ə)r krēm/






noun




cream that has been deliberately fermented by the addition of certain bacteria.













sourdough

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌdō/






noun



1.
 
leaven for making bread, consisting of fermenting dough, typically that left over from a previous batch.




2.
 
bread made using sourdough leaven.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹historical›

 an experienced prospector in the western US or Canada; an old-timer.













Sourdough State






a nickname for the state of Alaska
 .










sourgum

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌɡəm /

 
sour gum






noun




a tupelo of eastern North America, with dark bark that has a deeply checkered pattern. Its bitter blue fruits are eaten by black bears and numerous species of birds.

Also called black gum
 , black tupelo
 , pepperidge
 . [
Nyssa sylvatica

 , family 
Nyssaceae

 .]













sour mash






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a mash used in distilling certain malt whiskeys.




2.
 


(US)

 whiskey distilled from this.













sour mix

 
sweet and sour mix






noun






(US)

 a sweetened liquid flavored with lemon or lime, used in cocktails




•
 
a potent cocktail made with vodka, tequila, rum, gin, triple sec, sour mix, and a splash of Coke.



















sourpuss

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌpo͝os/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a bad-tempered or habitually sullen person.











– origin

 1930s (originally US): from sour
 + puss
 2
 .





soursop

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌsäp/






noun



1.
 
a large acidic fruit with white fibrous flesh.




2.
 
the evergreen tropical American tree that bears the soursop.

[
Annona muricata

 , family 
Annonaceae

 .]














sourwood

 
/ˈsou(ə)rˌwo͝od/






noun




a North American tree of the heath family with sour-tasting leaves. Most common in the southeastern US, it has drooping clusters of white bell-like flowers in early summer and bright red foliage in autumn.

Also called sorrel tree
 . [
Oxydendrum arboreum

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]













sous-





I.
 
prefix




(in words adopted from French) subordinate




•
 
sous-chef.

















– origin

 from French 
sous

 ‘under.’






Sousa, John Philip

 
/ˈso͞ozə/






(1854–1932), US composer and conductor; known as the 
March King

 . His works include more than a hundred marches, for example 
The Stars and Stripes Forever

 , 
King Cotton

 , and 
Hands Across the Sea

 . The sousaphone, invented in 1898, was named in his honor.









sousaphone

 
/ˈso͞ozəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a form of tuba with a wide bell pointing forward above the player's head and circular coils resting on the player's left shoulder and right hip, used in marching bands.








II.
 
derivatives





sousaphonist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: named after J. P. 
Sousa

 (see Sousa, John Philip
 ), on the pattern of 
saxophone

 .






souse

 
/sous/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
soak in or drench with liquid




•
 
souse the quilts in warm suds until thoroughly clean.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
liquid, typically salted, used for pickling.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(W. Indian)

 pickled food, especially a pig's head.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a drunkard.




4.
 


‹dated›

 a drinking bout.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting pickled meat): from Old French 
sous

 ‘pickle,’ of Germanic origin; related to salt
 .





soused






adjective



1.
 
(of food, especially fish) preserved in a pickling solution or a marinade




•
 
soused herring.










2.
 


‹informal›

 drunk




•
 
I was soused to the eyeballs.



















souslik

 
/ˈso͞oslik /

 
suslik





I.
 
noun




a short-tailed ground squirrel native to Eurasia and the Arctic.

[Genus 
Spermophilus

 , family 
Sciuridae

 : several species, in particular the 
European souslik

 (
S. citellus

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Russian.






Sousse

 
/so͞os /

 
Susah
 , Susa






a port and resort on the east coast of Tunisia; pop. 173,000 (est. 2004).









sous vide

 
/ˌso͞o ˈvēd/





I.
 
noun




a method of treating food by partial cooking followed by vacuum-sealing and chilling.








II.
 
adjective, adverb




(of food or cooking) involving sous vide preparation


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a convection oven can be used in sous vide operations




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
cooking cuisine sous vide.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘under vacuum.’





soutache

 
/so͞oˈtäSH/





I.
 
noun




a narrow, flat, ornamental braid used to trim garments.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Hungarian 
sujtás

 .





soutane

 
/so͞oˈtän/





I.
 
noun




a type of cassock worn by Roman Catholic priests.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
sottana

 , from 
sotto

 ‘under,’ from Latin 
subtus

 .





souteneur

 
/ˌso͞odəˈnər/





I.
 
noun




a pimp.











– origin

 French, literally ‘protector.’





souter

 
/ˈso͞odər /

 
soutar





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a shoemaker.











– origin

 Old English 
sūtere

 , from Latin 
sutor

 , from 
suere

 ‘sew.’





Souter, David

 
/ˈso͞otər/






(1939–), US Supreme Court associate justice 1990–2009; full name 
David Hackett Souter

 . Considered a moderate conservative, he worked for the justice system in New Hampshire 1971–90 before being appointed to the Supreme Court by President George H. W. Bush.










south

 
/souTH/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the south

 )


1.
 
the direction toward the point of the horizon 90° clockwise from east, or the point on the horizon itself




•
 
the breeze came from the south




•
 
they trade with the countries 
to the south

 .










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to this.




3.
 
the southern part of the world or of a specified country, region, or town




•
 
he was staying in the south of France.










4.
 
(usu. 
the South

 )
 — the southern states of the US.




5.
 
[as 
name

 ] (
South

 )
 — 

[Bridge]

 the player sitting opposite and partnering North.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the south




•
 
the south coast.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the south.




3.
 
of or denoting the southern part of a specified area, city, or country or its inhabitants




•
 
Telegraph Hill in South Boston.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
to or toward the south




•
 
they journeyed south along the valley




•
 
it is handily located ten miles 
south of

 Baltimore.










2.
 
(
south of

 )
 — below (a particular amount, cost, etc.)




•
 
media spending last year was south of $1 million.














IV.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move toward the south




•
 
the wind southed a point or two.










2.
 
(of a celestial body) cross the meridian.








V.
 
phrases




1.
 
down south








‹informal›

 to or in the south of a country.









2.
 
go south








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 fall in value, deteriorate, or fail.









3.
 
south by east (or west)






between south and south-southeast (or south-southwest).















– origin

 Old English 
sūth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Low German 
sud

 .





South

 
/souTH/





I.
 (
the South

 )


1.
 
in the US, a term with several definitions, most commonly the 11 states of the 1861–65 Confederacy: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia.








II.
 
derivatives





Southern

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərn /






adjective





















South Africa






I.

1.
 
a country that occupies the most southern part of Africa; pop. 49,052,500 (est. 2009); administrative capital, Pretoria; legislative capital, Cape Town; judicial capital, Bloemfontein; eleven official languages: English, Afrikaans, Zulu, Xhosa, Ndebele, Sepedi or Northern Sotho, Sesotho or Southern Sotho, Swazi, Tswana, Tsonga, and Venda.





Settled by the Dutch in the 17th century, the area of the cape came under British administration in 1806. There followed inland expansion and British dominance of local populations, culminating in victory in the Zulu and Boer Wars at the end of the 19th century. The colonies of Natal, the Cape, Transvaal, and Orange Free State joined to form the self-governing Union of South Africa in 1910. In 1961 South Africa became a republic and left the Commonwealth of Nations. From 1948, it pursued a policy of white minority rule (apartheid), which led to international diplomatic isolation. A gradual dismantling of apartheid began in 1990 following the release of the African National Congress leader Nelson Mandela. Majority rule was achieved after the country's first democratic elections in April 1994, won by the ANC. South Africa rejoined the Commonwealth in 1994.




II.
 
derivatives





South African

 
/ˌsouTH ˈafrəkən /






adjective, noun





















South African Dutch






noun




the Afrikaans language from the 17th to the 19th centuries, during its development from Dutch.













South America

 
/ˌsouTH əˈmerəkə/






a continent that comprises the southern half of the American landmass, connected to North America by the Isthmus of Panama. It includes the Falkland Islands, the Galapagos Islands, and Tierra del Fuego.

See also America
 .









South American

 
/ˌsouTH əˈmerək(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of South America or its inhabitants




•
 
maps of the South American coast.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the region of South America




•
 
a South American who plays barefoot.



















Southampton

 
/ˌsouTHˈ(h)am(p)t(ə)n/





I.
 
an industrial city and seaport on the southern coast of England; pop. 234,800 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a resort and residential town in southeastern New York, at the eastern end of Long Island; pop. 61,290 (est. 2008).









South Asia





I.
 
the southern part of Asia, in particular India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.




II.
 
derivatives





South Asian






adjective, noun





















South Atlantic Ocean






see Atlantic Ocean
 .









South Australia






a state in south central Australia; capital, Adelaide.









Southaven

 
/ˈsouˌTHāvən/






a city in northeastern Mississippi, just south of the Tennessee border and of Memphis in Tennessee; pop. 44,076 (est. 2008).









South Bend






an industrial city in northern Indiana; pop. 103,807 (est. 2008). The University of Notre Dame is nearby to the north.









South Boston






a residential district of eastern Boston in Massachusetts, noted for its Irish working-class community.









southbound

 
/ˈsouTHˌbound/






adjective




traveling or leading toward the south




•
 
southbound traffic




•
 
the southbound two-lane road.




















South Carolina

 
/ˌsouTH ˌkerəˈlīnə/





I.
 
a state in the southeastern US, on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 4,479,800 (est. 2008); capital, Columbia; statehood, May 23, 1788 (8). The region was permanently settled by the English from 1663. Separated from North Carolina in 1729, it became one of the original thirteen states. In 1860, it was the first state to secede from the Union, precipitating the Civil War.




II.
 
derivatives





South Carolinian






noun, adjective






















South Dakota





I.
 
a state in the northern central US; pop. 804,194 (est. 2008); capital, Pierre; statehood, Nov. 2, 1889 (40). Acquired partly by the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, it became a part of the former Dakota Territory in 1861. The scene of a gold rush in 1874, it separated from North Dakota in 1889.




II.
 
derivatives





South Dakotan






noun, adjective





















Southdown

 
/ˈsouTHdoun/






noun




a sheep of a breed raised especially for mutton, originally on the South Downs of southern England.














southeast

 
/ˌsouTHˈēst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the southeast

 )
 — the direction toward the point of the horizon midway between south and east, or the point on the horizon itself




•
 
a ship was coming in from the southeast.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to this.




3.
 
(also 
the Southeast

 )
 — the southeastern part of a country, region, or town




•
 
most “Mexican” foods in the southeast are actually Texan.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the southeast




•
 
a table stood in the southeast corner.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the southeast.




3.
 
of or denoting the southeastern part of a specified country, region, or town or its inhabitants




•
 
Southeast Asia.














III.
 
adverb




to or toward the southeast




•
 
turn southeast to return to your starting point.














IV.
 
derivatives





southeastern

 
/ˌsouTHˈēstərn /






adjective





















Southeast Asia






the part of southeastern Asia that includes the countries of Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Burma (Myanmar), Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.









South East Asia Treaty Organization

 
SEATO






a defense alliance that existed between 1954 and 1977 for countries of Southeast Asia and part of the southwestern Pacific, to further a US policy of containing communism. Its members were Australia, Britain, France, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, and the US.










southeaster

 
/ˌsouTHˈēstər/






noun




a wind blowing from the southeast.













southeasterly

 
/ˌsouTHˈēstərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




another term for southeast
 :


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
southeasterly winds




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the route turns southeasterly.














II.
 
noun




another term for southeaster
 .













southeastward

 
/ˌsouTHˈēstwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the southeast




•
 
he walked southeastward from the river.














II.
 
adjective




situated in, directed toward, or facing the southeast.













Southend-on-Sea

 
/ˌsouTHendänˈsē/






a resort town on the Thames estuary, east of London; pop. 156,400 (2009).









South Equatorial Current






an ocean current that flows west across the Pacific Ocean just south of the equator.









southerly

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
in a southward position or direction


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the most southerly of the Greek islands




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they made off southerly.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the south


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a southerly gale




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the wind had backed southerly.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
southerlies

 )


1.
 
a wind blowing from the south.













southern

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — situated in the south or directed toward or facing the south




•
 
the southern hemisphere.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the south.




3.
 
living in or originating from the south




•
 
the southern rural poor.










4.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of the south or its inhabitants




•
 
a faintly southern accent.














II.
 
derivatives





southernmost

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərnˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sūtherne

 (see south
 , -ern
 ).





Southern Alps

 
/ˌsəT͟Hərn ˈalps/






a mountain range on South Island, New Zealand. Running roughly parallel to the west coast, it extends for almost the entire length of the island. Mount Cook, its highest peak, rises to 12,349 feet (3,764 m).









Southern Baptist






noun




a member of a large convention of Baptist churches established in the US in 1845, typically having a fundamentalist and evangelistic approach to Christianity.














Southern blot





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a procedure for identifying specific sequences of DNA, in which fragments separated on a gel are transferred directly to a second medium on which detection by hybridization may be carried out.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: named after Edwin M. 
Southern

 (born 1938), British biochemist.





Southern Cone






noun




the region of South America comprising the countries of Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina, and Chile.














Southern Cross

 
/ˌsəT͟Hərn ˈkrôs /

 

‹Astronomy›







the smallest constellation (the Crux or Cross), but the most familiar one to observers in the southern hemisphere. It contains the bright star Acrux, the “Jewel Box” star cluster, and most of the Coalsack nebula.









southerner

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərnər /

 
Southerner






noun




a native or inhabitant of the south, especially of the southern US.













southern-fried

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərnˌfrīd/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of food, especially chicken) coated in flour, egg, and breadcrumbs and then deep-fried.













southern hemisphere






the half of the earth that is south of the equator.









Southern Lights






another name for the aurora australis.

See aurora
 .










Southern Ocean






the sea surrounding Antarctica. It consists of parts of the southern Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans.

Also called Antarctic Ocean
 .









Southern Pines






a resort town in south central North Carolina, noted for its golf courses; pop. 12,675 (est. 2008).









Southern Rhodesia






see Zimbabwe
 .









Southern Tier






a region in New York State comprising the counties situated along the northern border of Pennsylvania; the northern portion of the Twin Tiers.










southernwood

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərnˌwo͝od/






noun




a bushy artemisia native to southern Europe.

Also called lad's love
 , old man
 . [
Artemisia abrotanum

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













Southey, Robert

 
/ˈsouT͟Hē, ˈsəT͟Hē/






(1774–1843), English poet. Associated with the Lake Poets, he was best known for his shorter poems, such as the 
“Battle of Blenheim”

 (1798). He was made England's poet laureate in 1813.









south-facing

 
/ˈsouTHˌfāsiNG/






adjective




facing the south




•
 
a large south-facing garden.



















Southfield

 
/ˈsouTHˌfēld/






a residential and industrial city in southeastern Michigan, northwest of Detroit; pop. 75,392 (est. 2008).









South Gate






an industrial city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 96,640 (est. 2008).









South Georgia

 
/ˌsouTH ˈjôrjə/






a British overseas territory in the South Atlantic Ocean, a barren island situated 700 miles (1,120 km) east of the Falkland Islands. It was first explored in 1775 by Captain James Cook, who named the island after George III.









South Hadley

 
/ˌsouTH ˈhadlē/






a town in western Massachusetts, on the Connecticut River, north of Springfield, home to Mount Holyoke College; pop. 17,241 (est. 2008).









southing

 
/ˈsouT͟HiNG/






noun



1.
 
distance traveled or measured southward, especially at sea.




2.
 
a figure or line representing southward distance on a map.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 the transit of a celestial object, especially the sun, across the meridian due south of the observer.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the angular distance of a star or other object south of the celestial equator.













South Island






the larger and more southern of the two main islands of New Zealand, separated from North Island by Cook Strait.









South Jordan






a city in northern Utah, a southern suburb of Salt Lake City; pop. 51,131 (est. 2008).









South Kingstown

 
/ˈkiNGstən, ˈkiNGzˌtoun/






a town in southern Rhode Island; pop. 29,082 (est. 2008).










South Korea






I.

1.
 
a country in East Asia, occupying the southern part of the peninsula of Korea; pop. 48,509,000 (est. 2009); official language, Korean; capital, Seoul.

Official name Korea, Republic of
 .





South Korea was formed in 1948 when Korea was partitioned along the 38th parallel; the Korean War (1950–53) was followed by decades of hostility between North and South Korea, but a summit meeting of the two leaders was held in 2000. An emerging industrial power, South Korea has had one of the world's fastest-growing economies since the 1960s.




II.
 
derivatives





South Korean






adjective, noun





















South Orkney Islands






a group of uninhabited islands in the South Atlantic Ocean, northeast of the Antarctic Peninsula. Discovered in 1821, they are administered as part of the British Antarctic Territory.









South Ossetia

 
/souTH ôˈsēSHə ôˈsedēə/






an autonomous region of Georgia, situated in the Caucasus on the border with Russia; capital, Tskhinvali.

See also Ossetia
 .









South Pass






a valley in the Wind River Mountains of southwestern Wyoming that was a major route for settlers moving west through the Rocky Mountains during the 19th century.









southpaw

 
/ˈsouTHˌpô/





I.
 
noun




a left-handed person, especially a boxer who leads with the right hand or a baseball pitcher.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting the left hand or a punch with the left hand): the usage in baseball is perhaps from the orientation of early baseball fields to the same points of the compass, such that the pitcher's left arm was on the “south” side of his body.





South Platte River






a river that flows for 425 miles (685 km) from the Rocky Mountains in Colorado through Denver and across Colorado to Nebraska, where it joins the North Platte River to form the Platte River.









South Portland






a city in southern Maine, a southwestern suburb of Portland; pop. 23,803 (est. 2008).









South Sandwich Islands






a group of uninhabited volcanic islands in the South Atlantic Ocean, 300 miles (480 km) southeast of South Georgia. They are administered from the Falkland Islands.









South Sea

 
/souTH sē /

 

‹archaic›


 
South Seas






the southern Pacific Ocean.









South Sea Bubble






a speculative boom in the shares of the South Sea Company in 1720 that ended with the failure of the company and a general financial collapse.









South Shetland Islands






a group of uninhabited islands in the South Atlantic Ocean, north of the Antarctic Peninsula. Discovered in 1819, they are administered as part of the British Antarctic Territory.









south-southeast

 
/ˌsouTHˌsouTHˈēst/






noun




the compass point or direction midway between south and southeast.













south-southwest

 
/ˌsouTHˌsouTHˈwest/






noun




the compass point or direction midway between south and southwest.













South Sudan





I.
 
a landlocked country in NE Africa, independent since 2011; capital, Juba.

Since Sudan's independence in 1956, there had been conflict between the Islamic government in the north and separatist forces in the south. A peace agreement in 2005 provided for a referendum on secession, which was held in 2011 and resulted in South Sudan declaring itself independent. The country was admitted to the United Nations later that year.




II.
 
derivatives





South Sudanese






adjective, noun





















southward

 
/ˈsouTHwərd/





I.
 
adjective




in a southerly direction




•
 
employment and people began a southward drift.














II.
 
adverb




toward the south




•
 
he took a train that carried him southward.














III.
 
noun

 — (
the southward

 )


1.
 
the direction or region to the south




•
 
cool air from the ocean to the southward.














IV.
 
derivatives





southwardly






adverb






















southwest

 
/ˌsouTHˈwest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the southwest

 )
 — the direction toward the point of the horizon midway between south and west, or the point of the horizon itself




•
 
clouds uncoiled from the southwest.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to this.




3.
 
the southwestern part of a country, region, or town




•
 
the beach is in the southwest of the island.










4.
 
(usu. 
the Southwest

 )
 — the southwestern part of the US




•
 
the desert turtle population in the Southwest.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lying toward, near, or facing the southwest




•
 
the southwest tower collapsed in a storm.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the southwest.




3.
 
of or denoting the southwestern part of a specified country, region, or town or its inhabitants




•
 
fishing in southwest Alaska's Bristol Bay area.














III.
 
adverb




to or toward the southwest




•
 
they drove directly southwest.














IV.
 
derivatives





southwestern

 
/ˌsouTHˈwestərn /






adjective





















South West Africa

 
/souTH west ˈafrəkə/






former name of Namibia
 .









South West Africa People's Organization

 
SWAPO






a nationalist organization formed in Namibia in 1964–66 to oppose the illegitimate South African rule over the region. It waged a guerrilla campaign, operating largely from Angola; it eventually gained UN recognition, and won elections in 1989.










southwester

 
/ˌsouTHˈwestər/






noun




a wind blowing from the southwest.













southwesterly

 
/ˌsouTHˈwestərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




another term for southwest
 .








II.
 
noun




another term for southwester
 .













southwestward

 
/ˌsouTHˈwestwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward the southwest




•
 
the governor sent two companies of foot soldiers southwestward.














II.
 
adjective




situated in, directed toward, or facing the southwest




•
 
the southwestward extension of the valley.



















Soutine, Chaim

 
/so͞oˈtēn/






(1893–1943), French painter, born in Lithuania. A major exponent of expressionism, his early pictures were of grotesque figures, while his later pictures tended to be still lifes.









souvenir

 
/ˌso͞ovəˈnir/





I.
 
noun




a thing that is kept as a reminder of a person, place, or event.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 take as a memento




•
 
many parts of the aircraft have been souvenired.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
souvenir

 ‘remember,’ from Latin 
subvenire

 ‘occur to the mind.’





souvlaki

 
/so͞ovˈläkē/





I.
 
noun




a Greek dish of pieces of meat grilled on a skewer




•
 
a generous plate of souvlaki




•
 
souvlakia in pita.

















– origin

 modern Greek.





sou'wester

 
/ˌsouˈwestər/






noun




a waterproof hat with a broad flap covering the neck.














sovereign

 
/ˈsäv(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supreme ruler, especially a monarch.




2.
 
a former British gold coin worth one pound sterling, now only minted for commemorative purposes.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
possessing supreme or ultimate power




•
 
in modern democracies the people's will is in theory sovereign.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a nation or its affairs) acting or done independently and without outside interference




•
 
a sovereign, democratic republic




•
 
accusations of interference in sovereign affairs.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 possessing royal power and status




•
 
our most sovereign lord the King.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 very good or effective




•
 
a 
sovereign remedy

 for all ills.














III.
 
derivatives





sovereignly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soverain

 , based on Latin 
super

 ‘above.’ The change in the ending was due to association with reign
 .





sovereign debt






noun




the amount of money that a country's government has borrowed, typically issued as bonds denominated in a reserve currency.




•
 
the anxieties about sovereign debt have been most acute in Europe.



















sovereigntist

 
/ˈsäv(ə)rənˌtist/






noun






(Canadian)

 a person who supports Quebec's right to self-government or full independence.













sovereignty

 
/ˈsäv(ə)rən(t)ē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
supreme power or authority




•
 
how can we hope to wrest sovereignty away from the oligarchy and back to the people?










2.
 
the authority of a state to govern itself or another state




•
 
national sovereignty.










3.
 
a self-governing state.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sovereinete

 , from 
soverain

 (see sovereign
 ).





sovereign wealth fund

 
SWF






noun




a government-owned investment fund.













soviet

 
/ˈsōvēət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elected local, district, or national council in the former Soviet Union.




2.
 
a revolutionary council of workers or peasants in Russia before 1917.




3.
 
(
Soviet

 )
 — a citizen of the former Soviet Union.








II.
 
adjective




of or concerning the former Soviet Union.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Sovietization

 
/ˌsōvēitiˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
Sovietize

 
/ˈsōvēəˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Russian 
sovet

 ‘council.’





Sovietologist

 
/ˌsōvēiˈtäləjist/





I.
 
noun




a person who studies the former Soviet Union.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Sovietological

 
/-təˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
Sovietology

 
/-jē /






noun






















Soviet Union

 
/ˌsōvēət ˈyo͞onyən ˌsōvēet ˈyo͞onyən/






a former federation of communist republics that occupied the northern half of Asia and part of eastern Europe; capital, Moscow. Created from the Russian empire in the aftermath of the 1917 Russian Revolution, the Soviet Union was the largest country in the world. After World War II, it emerged as a superpower that rivaled the US and led to the Cold War. After decades of repression and economic failure, the Soviet Union was formally dissolved in 1991. Some of its constituents joined a looser confederation, the Commonwealth of Independent States.

Full name Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
 .









sovkhoz

 
/sävˈkôz/





I.
 
noun




a state-owned farm in the former Soviet Union.











– origin

 Russian, from 
sov(etskoe) khoz(yaĭstvo

 ) ‘Soviet farm.’






sow1


 
/sō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plant (seed) by scattering it on or in the earth




•
 
sow a thin layer of seeds on top.










2.
 
plant the seeds of (a plant or crop)




•
 
the corn had just been sown.










3.
 
plant (a piece of land) with seed




•
 
the field used to be sown with oats.










4.
 
(
be sown with

 )
 — be thickly covered with




•
 
we walked through a valley sown with boulders.










5.
 
cause to appear or spread




•
 
the new policy has sown confusion and doubt.














II.
 
phrases





sow the seeds (or seed) of






do something that will eventually bring about (a particular result, especially a disastrous one)




•
 
the seeds of dissension had been sown.


















III.
 
derivatives





sower

 
/ˈsōr /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sāwan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zaaien

 and German 
säen

 .






sow2


 
/sou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an adult female pig, especially one that has farrowed.




2.
 
the female of certain other mammals, e.g., the guinea pig.




3.
 
a large block of metal (larger than a “pig”) made by smelting.











– origin

 Old English 
sugu

 ; related to Dutch 
zeug

 , German 
Sau

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sus

 and Greek 
hus

 ‘pig.’





sowback

 
/ˈsoubak/






noun




a low ridge of sand.













sowbug

 
/ˈsoubəɡ /

 
sow bug






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for wood louse
 .













Soweto

 
/səˈwetō, -ˈwātō/





I.
 
a large urban area, consisting of several townships, in South Africa, southwest of Johannesburg. In 1976, demonstrations against the compulsory use of Afrikaans in schools resulted in violent police activity and the deaths of hundreds of people.




II.
 
derivatives





Sowetan

 
/-ˈwetn, -ˈwātn /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from 
So(uth) We(stern) To(wnships)

 .





sown

 
/sōn/






past participle of sow
 1
 .










sow thistle

 
/ˈsou ˌTHisəl/






noun




a Eurasian plant with yellow flowers, thistlelike leaves, and milky sap.

Also called milk thistle
 . [Genus 
Sonchus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













sox

 
/säks/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 nonstandard plural spelling of sock
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













Soxhlet

 
/ˈsäkslət/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a form of condensing apparatus used for the continuous solvent extraction of a solid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Franz 
Soxhlet

 (1848–1926), Belgian chemist.






soy

 
/soi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
protein derived from soybeans, used as a replacement for animal protein in foods and fodder




•
 
I'm trying to add more soy into my diet




•
 
soy is a key ingredient in livestock feed.










2.
 
the soybean plant




•
 
soy is the nation's leading source of food-grade oil




•
 
the most common GMOs are soy, corn, canola and cotton.

















– origin

 from Japanese 
shō-yu

 , from Chinese 
shi-yu

 , from 
shi

 ‘salted beans’ + 
yu

 ‘oil.’





soya

 
/ˈsoiə/





I.
 
noun




British term for soy
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Dutch 
soja

 , from Malay 
soi

 (see soy
 ).





soybean

 
/ˈsoiˌbēn/






noun



1.
 
a widely cultivated plant of the pea family which produces edible seeds.

[
Glycine max

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]




2.
 
the seed of the soybean plant, used in a variety of foods and fodder, especially as a replacement for animal protein.













Soyinka, Wole

 
/soiˈiNGkə/






(1934–), Nigerian playwright, novelist, and critic; full name 
Akinwande Oluwole Soyinka

 . His writing often uses satire to explore the contrast between traditional and modern society in Africa. Notable works: 
The Lion and the Jewel

 (1959) and 
The Interpreters

 (1965). Nobel Prize for Literature (1986).









soymeal

 
/ˈsoimēl/






noun




a high-protein foodstuff made by cracking, heating, flaking, cooking, and grinding soybeans. It is used in livestock feeds and as a raw ingredient in some processed foods. Also called 
soybean meal

 .













soy milk

 
soybean milk






noun




the liquid obtained by suspending soybean flour in water, used as a fat-free substitute for milk, particularly by vegans and by those unable to tolerate milk products.













soy sauce

 
/soiˈsôːs /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 soya sauce






noun




a sauce made with fermented soybeans, used in Chinese and Japanese cooking.













Soyuz

 
/ˈsäyo͞oz/





I.
 
a series of manned Soviet orbiting spacecraft, used to investigate the operation of orbiting space stations.







– origin

 from Russian 
Soyúz

 , literally ‘union.’





sozzled

 
/ˈsäzəld/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 very drunk




•
 
Uncle Brian's sozzled!

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: past participle of dialect 
sozzle

 ‘mix sloppily,’ probably of imitative origin.





SP






abbreviation



1.
 
starting price.




2.
 
service pack (usually followed by a number)




•
 
Windows 2000 SP3 and SP4.



















sp.






abbreviation




species (usually singular).













Sp.






abbreviation



1.
 
Spain.




2.
 
Spaniard.




3.
 
(also 
Sp

 )
 — Spanish.













s.p.






abbreviation




without issue; childless.

[from Latin 
sine prole

 .]













spa

 
/spä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mineral spring considered to have health-giving properties.




2.
 
a place or resort with a mineral spring.




3.
 
a commercial establishment offering health and beauty treatment through such means as steam baths, exercise equipment, and massage.




4.
 
a bath or small pool containing hot aerated water.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spa
 .






Spa

 
/spä/






a small town in eastern Belgium, southeast of Liège; pop. 10,549 (2008). It has been celebrated since medieval times for the curative properties of its mineral springs.









Spaatz, Carl

 
/späts/






(1891–1974), US Air Force officer; born 
Carl Andrew Spatz

 . He directed the US bombing force against Germany in 1944 and against Japan in 1945, including the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In 1947–48, he served as the first chief of staff of the newly separate US Air Force.










space

 
/spās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous area or expanse that is free, available, or unoccupied




•
 
a table took up much of the space




•
 
we shall all be living together in a small space




•
 
the space between a wall and a utility pipe




•
 
he backed out of the parking space.










2.
 
an area of land that is not occupied by buildings




•
 
she had a love of open spaces.










3.
 
a blank between printed, typed, or written words, characters, numbers, etc.




4.
 


[Music]

 each of the four gaps between the five lines of a staff.




5.
 
an interval of time (often used to suggest that the time is short, considering what has happened or been achieved in it)




•
 
both their cars were stolen 
in the space of

 three days.










6.
 
pages in a newspaper, or time between television or radio programs, available for advertising.




7.
 
(also 
commercial space

 )
 — an area rented or sold as business premises.




8.
 
the amount of paper used or needed to write about a subject




•
 
there is no space to give further details.










9.
 
the freedom and scope to live, think, and develop in a way that suits one




•
 
a teenager needing her own space.










10.
 


[Telecommunications]

 one of two possible states of a signal in certain systems.

The opposite of mark
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




11.
 
the dimensions of height, depth, and width within which all things exist and move




•
 
the work gives the sense of a journey in space and time.










12.
 
(also 
outer space

 )
 — the physical universe beyond the earth's atmosphere.




13.
 
the near vacuum extending between the planets and stars, containing small amounts of gas and dust.




14.
 


[Mathematics]

 a mathematical concept generally regarded as a set of points having some specified structure.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be spaced

 )
 — position (two or more items) at a distance from one another




•
 
the houses are 
spaced out

 .










2.
 
(in printing or writing) put blanks between (words, letters, or lines)


(as 
noun

 
spacing

 )


•
 
the default setting is single line spacing.










3.
 
(usu. 
be spaced out

 or 
space out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be or become distracted, euphoric, or disoriented, especially from taking drugs; cease to be aware of one's surroundings




•
 
I was so tired that I began to feel totally spaced out




•
 
I kind of space out for a few minutes.














III.
 
phrases





watch this space








‹informal›

 further developments are expected and more information will be given later.












IV.
 
derivatives





spacer

 
/ˈspāsər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espace

 , from Latin 
spatium

 . Current verb senses date from the late 17th cent.





space age

 
/ˈspās ˌāj/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the space age

 or 
the Space Age

 )


1.
 
the era starting when the exploration of space became possible




•
 
as the Space Age evolved, massive amounts of data gushed in.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
space-age

 )


1.
 
very modern; technologically advanced




•
 
a space-age control room.



















space bar

 
/ˈspās ˌbär/






noun




a long key on a typewriter or computer keyboard for making a space between words.













space blanket

 
/spās ˈblaNGkət/






noun




a light metal-coated sheet designed to retain heat.













space cadet

 
/spās kəˈdet/






noun



1.
 
a trainee astronaut.




2.
 
an enthusiast for space travel, typically a young person.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a person perceived as out of touch with reality, as though high on drugs.














space capsule

 
/ˈspās ˌkapsəl ˈspās ˌkaps(y)o͝ol/






noun




a small spacecraft or the part of a larger one that contains the instruments or crew.













space charge






noun






[Physics]

 a collection of particles with a net electric charge occupying a region, either in free space or in a device.













spacecraft

 
/ˈspāsˌkraft/






noun




a vehicle used for traveling in space.













space density






noun






[Astronomy]

 the frequency of occurrence of stars, particles, or other heavenly bodies, per specified volume of space.













spacefaring

 
/ˈspāsˌferiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action or activity of traveling in space




•
 
the complications in spacefaring




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
spacefaring nations are racing to develop new technologies.














II.
 
derivatives





spacefarer

 
/-rer /






noun





















space flight

 
/spās flīt/






noun



1.
 
a journey through space




•
 
the 30th anniversary of the first space flight.










2.
 
space travel




•
 
the stresses involved in space flight.



















space frame






noun




a three-dimensional structural framework that is designed to behave as an integral unit and to withstand loads applied at any point.













space heater

 
/ˈspās ˌhēdər/





I.
 
noun




a self-contained appliance, usually electric, for heating an enclosed room.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
space-heated






adjective













2.
 
space heating






noun





















space junk






noun




disused satellites and other man-made debris in orbit around the earth




•
 
windows on the space shuttle are replaced regularly because of chipping caused by collisions with small pieces of space junk.



















space lattice

 
/ˈspās ˌlatis/






noun






[Crystallography]

 a regular, indefinitely repeated array of points in three dimensions in which the points lie at the intersections of three sets of parallel equidistant planes.













spaceman

 
/ˈspāsˌman ˈspāsˌmən/






noun




an astronaut.













space opera

 
/spās ˈäp(ə)rə/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a novel, movie, or television program set in outer space, typically of a simplistic and melodramatic nature.













spaceplane

 
/ˈspāsplān/






noun




an aircraft that takes off and lands conventionally but is capable of entry into orbit or travel through space.













spaceport

 
/ˈspāspôrt/






noun




a base from which spacecraft are launched.













space race

 
/spās rās/






noun

 — (
the space race

 )


1.
 
the competition between nations regarding achievements in the field of space exploration.













space rocket






noun




a rocket designed to travel through space or to launch a spacecraft.













space-saving

 
/ˈspāsˌsāviNG/






adjective




occupying little space; enabling the available space to be used economically




•
 
a space-saving flat LCD screen.



















spaceship

 
/ˈspā(s)ˌSHip/






noun




a spacecraft, especially one controlled by a crew.













Spaceship Earth





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the world considered as possessing finite resources common to all humankind.











– origin

 1966: first appeared in the title of a work by B. Ward.





space shot






noun




the launch of a spacecraft and its subsequent progress in space.














space shuttle

 
/ˈspā(s) ˌSHədl/






noun




a rocket-launched spacecraft, able to land like an unpowered aircraft, used to make repeated journeys between the earth and earth orbit.













space station

 
/ˈspā(s) ˌstāSHən/






noun




a large artificial satellite used as a long-term base for manned operations in space.













spacesuit

 
/ˈspā(s)so͞ot/






noun




a garment designed to allow an astronaut to survive in space.













space telescope






noun




an astronomical telescope that operates in space by remote control, to avoid interference by the earth's atmosphere.













space-time

 
/ˈspās ˈˌtīm/






noun






[Physics]

 the concepts of time and three-dimensional space regarded as fused in a four-dimensional continuum.













space tourism





I.
 
noun




the practice of traveling into space for recreational purposes




•
 
space tourism could be a $10 billion-per-year industry within two decades.














II.
 
derivatives





space tourist






noun





















space travel

 
/spās ˈtravəl/





I.
 
noun




travel through outer space.








II.
 
derivatives





space traveler






noun





















space vehicle






noun




a spacecraft.













spacewalk

 
/ˈspāsˌwôk/





I.
 
noun




a period of physical activity engaged in by an astronaut in space outside a spacecraft.








II.
 
derivatives





spacewalker






noun





















space warp






noun




an imaginary or hypothetical distortion of space-time that enables space travelers to travel faster than light or otherwise make journeys contrary to the commonly accepted laws of physics.













space weather






noun




natural processes in space that can affect the near-earth environment, satellites, and space travel, such as magnetospheric disturbances solar coronal events.













spacewoman

 
/ˈspāsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female astronaut.













spacey

 
/ˈspāsē /

 
spacy






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 out of touch with reality, as though high on drugs




•
 
I remember babbling, high and spacey.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of popular, especially electronic music) drifting and ethereal.













spacious

 
/ˈspāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a room or building) having ample space.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spaciously

 
/ˈspāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
spaciousness

 
/ˈspāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
spacios

 or Latin 
spatiosus

 , from 
spatium

 (see space
 ).





spackle

 
/ˈspakəl/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a compound used to fill cracks in plaster and produce a smooth surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
repair (a surface) or fill (a hole or crack) with spackle.











– origin

 1920s: perhaps a blend of sparkle
 and German 
Spachtel

 ‘putty knife, mastic.’






spade1


 
/spād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tool with a sharp-edged, typically rectangular, metal blade and a long handle, used for digging or cutting earth, sand, turf, etc.




2.
 
a tool with a shape similar to a spade for another purpose, especially one for removing the blubber from a whale.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dig in (ground) with a spade




•
 
while spading the soil, I think of the flowers.










2.
 
move (soil) with a spade




•
 
earth is spaded into the grave.














III.
 
phrases





call a spade a spade






speak plainly without avoiding unpleasant or embarrassing issues.












IV.
 
derivatives





spadeful

 
/ˈspādˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spadu

 , 
spada

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
spade

 , German 
Spaten

 , also to Greek 
spathē

 ‘blade, paddle.’






spade2


 
/spād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
spades

 )
 — one of the four suits in a conventional deck of playing cards, denoted by a black inverted heart-shaped figure with a short stalk.




2.
 
a playing card of the suit of spades.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a black person.








II.
 
phrases





in spades








‹informal›

 to a very high degree




•
 
he got his revenge now in spades.





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
spade

 , plural of 
spada

 ‘sword,’ via Latin from Greek 
spathē

 ; compare with spade
 1
 .





spadefish

 
/ˈspādˌfiSH/






noun




a marine fish with an almost disk-shaped body. It lives in tropical inshore waters, where it often forms schools.

[
Chaetodipterus

 and other genera, family 
Ephippidae

 : several species, including the western Atlantic 
C. faber

 .]













spade foot






noun




a square enlargement at the end of a chair leg.













spadefoot toad

 
/ˌspādfo͝ot ˈtōd/






noun




a plump, short-legged burrowing toad with a prominent sharp-edged tubercle on the hind feet, native to North America and Europe.

[Family 
Pelobatidae

 : several genera, including 
Scaphiophus

 (of America) and 
Pelobates

 (of Europe), and several species, in particular 
P. fuscus

 .]













spadework

 
/ˈspādˌwərk/






noun




routine or difficult preparatory work.













spadille

 
/spəˈdil/





I.
 
noun




(in the card games ombre and quadrille) the ace of spades.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
espadilla

 , diminutive of 
espada

 ‘sword’ (see spade
 2
 ).





spadix

 
/ˈspādiks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a spike of minute flowers closely arranged around a fleshy axis and typically enclosed in a spathe, characteristic of the arums.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (in certain invertebrates) a part or organ that is more or less conical in shape, e.g., a group of connected tentacles in a nautiloid.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek, literally ‘palm branch.’





spaetzle

 
/ˈSHpetslə, -səl, -slē /

 
spätzle





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
small dumplings of a type made in southern Germany and Alsace, consisting of seasoned dough poached in boiling water.











– origin

 from German dialect 
Spätzle

 , literally ‘little sparrows.’





spag bol

 
/ˌspaɡ ˈbäl/






abbreviation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 spaghetti bolognese.














spaghetti

 
/spəˈɡedē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pasta made in long, slender, solid strings.




2.
 
an Italian dish consisting largely of this, typically with a sauce.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a type of narrow tubing that encases and insulates wire.




4.
 
a tangle of stringlike objects, resembling a plate of cooked spaghetti




•
 
a clumsy spaghetti of coils and wires.

















– origin

 Italian, plural of the diminutive of 
spago

 ‘string.’





spaghetti bolognese

 
/spəˌɡetē bäləˈnāz /

 


‹Brit.›

 spaghetti bolognaise





I.
 
noun




spaghetti served with a sauce of ground beef, tomato, onion, and herbs.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘spaghetti of Bologna.’





spaghettini

 
/ˌspaɡəˈtēnē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of strings of thin spaghetti.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
spaghetti

 ‘little strings’ (see spaghetti
 ).






spaghetti squash






noun




an edible squash of a variety with slightly stringy flesh which when cooked has a texture and appearance like that of spaghetti.

Also called vegetable spaghetti
 .













spaghetti strap






noun




a thin shoulder strap on an item of women's clothing.













spaghetti western

 
/spəˈɡedē ˈwestərn/






noun






‹informal›

 a movie about the American Old West made cheaply in Europe, typically by an Italian producer and director.













spahi

 
/ˈspähē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the Turkish irregular cavalry.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the Algerian cavalry in French service.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Turkish 
sipahi

 , from Persian 
sipāhī

 (see sepoy
 ).





Spahn, Warren

 
/spän/






(1921–2003), US baseball player; full name 
Warren Edward Spahn

 . He played almost entirely for the Boston (later Milwaukee) Braves 1942–65 and held the record for the most games won (363) by a left-handed pitcher. Baseball Hall of Fame (1973).










Spain

 
/spān/





I.
 
a country in southwestern Europe that occupies the greater part of the Iberian peninsula; pop. 40,525,000 (est. 2009); capital, Madrid; languages, Spanish (official) and Catalan.

Spanish name España
 .





Spain was dominated by the Moors between 711 and 718 until the rise of independent Christian kingdoms, notably Aragon and Castile, in the medieval period; the last Moorish stronghold, Granada, was won back in the late 15th century. Under the Habsburg kings of the 16th century, Spain became the dominant European power, building up a huge empire in America and elsewhere; most of this was lost in the early 19th century. The Spanish Civil War (1936–39) was followed by the establishment of a Fascist dictatorship under General Franco; after his death in 1975 a constitutional monarchy was re-established. Spain became a member of the EC (now the EU) in 1986.





spake

 
/spāk /

 

‹archaic literary›







past of speak
 .









spall

 
/spôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break (ore, rock, stone, or concrete) into smaller pieces, especially in preparation for sorting.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of ore, rock, or stone) break off in fragments




•
 
cracks below the surface cause slabs of material to 
spall off

 .














II.
 
noun




a splinter or chip, especially of rock.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): of unknown origin. The verb dates from the mid 18th cent.





spallation

 
/spôˈlāSHən/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the breakup of a bombarded nucleus into several parts.




2.
 


[Geology]

 separation of fragments from the surface of a rock, especially by interaction with a compression wave.













spalpeen

 
/spalˈpēn/





I.
 
noun






(Irish)

 a rascal.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (denoting a migratory farm worker): from Irish 
spailpín

 , of unknown origin.





spalted

 
/ˈspôltid/





I.
 
adjective




(of wood) containing blackish irregular lines as a result of fungal decay, and sometimes used to produce a decorative surface.











– origin

 1970s: from dialect 
spalt

 ‘to split, splinter’ + -ed
 1
 .





spam

 
/spam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
irrelevant or inappropriate messages sent on the Internet to a large number of recipients.




2.
 
unwanted or intrusive advertising on the Internet


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an autogenerated spam website.










3.
 
(
Spam

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a canned meat product made mainly from ham.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send the same message indiscriminately to (large numbers of recipients) on the Internet.








III.
 
derivatives





spammer

 
/ˈspamər /






noun



















– origin

 1930s: apparently from 
sp(iced h)am

 .





spammy

 
/ˈspamē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 denoting, relating to, or constituting Internet spam




•
 
in the past, the tactics that worked for Internet marketers were ‘in-your-face’ advertisements and spammy emails.














II.
 
derivatives





spamminess






noun






















span1


 
/span/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the full extent of something from end to end; the amount of space that something covers




•
 
a warehouse with a clear span of 28 feet.










2.
 
the length of time for which something lasts




•
 
a short concentration span.










3.
 
the wingspan of an aircraft or a bird.




4.
 
an arch or part of a bridge between piers or supports.




5.
 
the maximum distance between the tips of the thumb and little finger, taken as the basis of a measurement equal to 9 inches.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a short distance or time.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bridge, arch, etc.) extend from side to side of




•
 
the stream was spanned by a narrow bridge.










2.
 
extend across (a period of time or a range of subjects)




•
 
their interests span almost all the conventional disciplines.










3.
 
cover or enclose with the length of one's hand




•
 
her waist was slender enough for him to span with his hands.

















– origin

 Old English, ‘distance between the tips of the thumb and little finger,’ of Germanic origin; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
espan

 .





span2


 
/span/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Nautical]

 a rope with its ends fastened at different points to a spar or other object in order to provide a purchase.




2.
 
a team of people or animals, in particular




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a matched pair of horses, mules, or oxen.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb meaning ‘harness or yoke (an animal)’): from Dutch or Low German 
spannen

 . The noun (originally in nautical use) dates from the mid 18th cent.





span3


 
/span/






adjective




see spick and span
 .













span4


 
/span /

 

‹chiefly archaic›







past of spin
 .









Span.






abbreviation



1.
 
Spaniard.




2.
 
Spanish.













spanakopita

 
/ˌspanəˈkäpidə/





I.
 
noun




(in Greek cooking) a phyllo pastry stuffed with spinach and feta cheese.











– origin

 modern Greek, literally ‘spinach pie.’





spandex

 
/ˈspandeks/





I.
 
noun




a type of stretchy polyurethane fabric.











– origin

 1950s: an arbitrary formation from expand
 .





spandrel

 
/ˈspandrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 the almost triangular space between one side of the outer curve of an arch, a wall, and the ceiling or framework.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 the space between the shoulders of adjoining arches and the ceiling or molding above.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Anglo-Norman French 
spaund(e)re

 , or from 
espaundre

 ‘expand.’





spandrel wall






noun




a wall built on the curve of an arch, filling in the spandrel.













spang

 
/spaNG/





I.
 
adverb






(US)

 
‹informal›

 directly; completely




•
 
looking the general right spang in the eye.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





spangle

 
/ˈspaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small thin piece of glittering material, typically used in quantity to ornament a dress; a sequin.




2.
 
a small sparkling object; a spot of bright color or light.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
spangled

 )


1.
 
cover with spangles or other small sparkling objects




•
 
a spangled Christmas doll.














III.
 
derivatives





spangly

 
/ˈspaNG(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: diminutive from obsolete 
spang

 ‘glittering ornament,’ from Middle Dutch 
spange

 ‘buckle.’





spangle gall






noun




a reddish disk-shaped gall that forms on the undersides of oak leaves in response to the developing larva of a gall wasp. It results from eggs laid in the summer and alternates with the currant gall.













Spanglish

 
/ˌspaNGɡliSH/






noun






‹informal›

 a hybrid language combining words and idioms from both Spanish and English, especially Spanish speech that uses many English words and expressions.













Spaniard

 
/ˈspanyərd/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Spain, or a person of Spanish descent.











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
Espaignart

 , from 
Espaigne

 ‘Spain.’





spaniel

 
/ˈspanyəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog of a breed with a long silky coat and drooping ears.




2.
 
used in similes and metaphors as a symbol of devotion or obsequiousness




•
 
I followed my uncles around as faithfully as any spaniel.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
espaigneul

 ‘Spanish (dog),’ from Latin 
Hispaniolus

 ‘Spanish.’





Spanish

 
/ˈspaniSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Spain, its people, or its language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Spanish

 )
 — the people of Spain.




2.
 
the Romance language of most of Spain and of much of Central and South America and several other countries.








III.
 
derivatives





Spanishness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Spain
 + -ish
 1
 , with later shortening of the first vowel.





Spanish America

 
/ˈspaniSH əˈmerəkə/






the parts of America once colonized by Spaniards and in which Spanish is still generally spoken. This includes most of Central and South America (except Brazil) and part of the Caribbean.









Spanish-American War






a war between Spain and the US in the Caribbean and the Philippines in 1898. American public opinion having been aroused by Spanish atrocities in Cuba and the destruction of the warship 
Maine

 in Santiago harbor, the US declared war and successfully invaded Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, all of which Spain gave up by the Treaty of Paris (1898).









Spanish bayonet

 
Spanish dagger






noun




a yucca native to the southern US and the American tropics.

[Genus 
Yucca

 , family 
Agavaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Y. aloifolia

 .]














Spanish broom






noun




a Mediterranean broom with fragrant yellow flowers and almost leafless stems that were formerly used in basketry.

[
Spartium junceum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]














Spanish Civil War

 
/ˈspaniSH ˈsivil wô(ə)r/





I.
 
the conflict (1936–39) between Nationalist forces (including monarchists and members of the Falange Party) and Republicans (including socialists, communists, and Catalan and Basque separatists) in Spain.





It began with a military uprising against the leftist, Republican Popular Front government in July 1936. In bitter fighting the Nationalists, led by General Franco, gradually gained control of the countryside but failed to capture the capital, Madrid. After periods of prolonged stalemate, Franco finally succeeded in capturing Barcelona and Madrid in early 1939. He established a Fascist dictatorship that lasted until his death in 1975.





Spanish-Colonial

 
/ˌspaniSHkəˈlōnēəl/






adjective




denoting a style of architecture characteristic of Spanish America.













Spanish flu

 
Spanish influenza






noun




influenza caused by an influenza virus of type A, in particular that of the pandemic that began in 1918.














Spanish fly

 
/ˈspaniSH flī/






noun



1.
 
a bright green European blister beetle.

[
Lytta vesicatoria

 , family 
Meloidae

 .]




2.
 
a toxic preparation of the dried bodies of Spanish fly beetles, formerly used in medicine as a counterirritant and sometimes taken as an aphrodisiac.

Also called cantharides
 .













Spanish guitar

 
/ˈspaniSH ɡəˈtär/






noun




the standard six-stringed acoustic guitar, used especially for classical and folk music.














Spanish Inquisition

 
/ˌspaniSH ˌiNGkwəˈziSH(ə)n/






an ecclesiastical court established in Roman Catholic Spain in 1478 and directed originally against converts from Judaism and Islam but later also against Protestants. It operated with great severity until suppressed in the early 19th century.









Spanish mackerel






noun




a large edible game fish related to the mackerel.

[Genus 
Scomberomorus

 , family 
Scombridae

 : several species, in particular 
S. maculatus

 of the tropical Atlantic, and 
S. commerson

 of the Indo-Pacific.]













Spanish Main

 
/ˌspaniSH ˈmān/






the former name for the north coast of South America between the Orinoco River and Panama and adjoining parts of the Caribbean Sea when they were under Spanish control.









Spanish Mission






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting a style of architecture characteristic of the Catholic missions in Spanish America.













Spanish moss

 
/ˈspaniSH môs/






noun




a tropical American plant that grows as silvery-green festoons on trees, obtaining water and nutrients directly through its surface.

[
Tillandsia usneoides

 , family 
Bromeliaceae

 . See also air plant
 .]













Spanish needles






noun




an American beggar ticks with rayless flowers that develop into a cluster of barbed achenes.

[
Bidens bipinnata

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













Spanish omelet






noun




an omelet containing chopped vegetables, often served open rather than folded.













Spanish onion

 
/ˈspaniSH ˈənyən/






noun




a large cultivated onion with a mild flavor.













Spanish rice

 
/ˈspaniSH rīs/






noun




a dish of rice with onions, peppers, tomatoes, and other vegetables, often colored and flavored with saffron.













Spanish Sahara






former name (1958–75) of Western Sahara
 .









Spanish Succession, War of the






a European war (1701–14), provoked by the death of the Spanish king Charles II without issue. The Grand Alliance of Britain, the Netherlands, and the Holy Roman Emperor threw back a French invasion of the Low Countries and prevented Spain and France from being united under one crown.









Spanish Town






a town in Jamaica, west of Kingston, the second largest town in Jamaica, a former capital; pop. 148,800 (est. 2006).









Spanish windlass






noun




a device for tightening a rope or cable by twisting it using a stick as a lever.













spank

 
/spaNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
slap with one's open hand or a flat object, especially on the buttocks as a punishment




•
 
she was spanked for spilling ink on the carpet.














II.
 
noun




a slap with one's open hand, especially on the buttocks.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: perhaps imitative.






spanker

 
/ˈspaNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a fore-and-aft sail set on the after side of a ship's mast, especially the mizzenmast.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a very fine person or thing.













spanking

 
/ˈspaNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a horse or its gait) lively; brisk




•
 
a spanking trot.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very good




•
 
we had a spanking time.










3.
 
fine and impressive




•
 
a spanking white Rolls Royce




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a 
spanking new

 conference center.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of slapping, especially on the buttocks as a punishment for children




•
 
you deserve a good spanking.



















spanner

 
/ˈspanər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a wrench.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
spannen

 ‘draw tight’ + -er
 1
 .





span of control






noun




the area of activity or number of functions, people, or things for which an individual or organization is responsible.













spansule

 
/ˈspanso͞ol/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a capsule that when swallowed releases one or more medicinal drugs over a set period.











– origin

 1950s: blend of the noun span
 1
 and capsule
 .






spanworm

 
/ˈspanwərm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for inchworm
 .













spar1


 
/spär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick, strong pole such as is used for a mast or yard on a ship.




2.
 
the main longitudinal beam of an airplane wing.











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
esparre

 , or from Old Norse 
sperra

 ; related to Dutch 
spar

 and German 
Sparren

 .





spar2


 
/spär/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make the motions of boxing without landing heavy blows, as a form of training




•
 
one contestant broke his nose while sparring.










2.
 
engage in argument, typically of a kind that is prolonged or repeated but not violent




•
 
mother and daughter spar regularly over drink, drugs, and career.










3.
 
(of a gamecock) fight with the feet or spurs.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period or bout of sparring.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a close friend.











– origin

 Old English 
sperran

 , 
spyrran

 ‘strike out,’ of unknown origin; compare with Old Norse 
sperrask

 ‘kick out.’






spar3


 
/spär/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
combination

 or with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a crystalline, easily cleavable, light-colored mineral.








II.
 
derivatives





sparry






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Middle Low German; related to Old English 
spærstān

 ‘gypsum.’





sparable

 
/ˈsperəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a headless nail used for the soles and heels of shoes.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: contraction of 
sparrow-bill

 , in the same sense.





spar buoy






noun




a buoy made of a spar with one end moored so that the other stands up.













spar deck






noun




an upper deck of a ship or other vessel.














spare

 
/sper/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
additional to what is required for ordinary use




•
 
few people had spare cash for inessentials.










2.
 
not currently in use or occupied




•
 
the spare bedroom.










3.
 
with no excess fat; thin




•
 
a spare, bearded figure.










4.
 
elegantly simple




•
 
her clothes are smart and spare in style.










5.
 
meager; nearly inadequate




•
 
the furnishings were spare and unadorned.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an item kept in case another item of the same type is lost, broken, or worn out.




2.
 
a spare tire




•
 
make sure there are no problems with any of the tires, including the spare.










3.
 
(in tenpin bowling) an act of knocking down all the pins with two consecutive rolls of the ball.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — give (something of which one has enough) to (someone); afford to give to




•
 
she asked if I could spare her a dollar or two.










2.
 
make free or available




•
 
I'm sure you can spare me a moment.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 be frugal




•
 
but some will spend, and some will spare.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — refrain from killing, injuring, or distressing




•
 
there was no way the men would spare her.










5.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — refrain from inflicting (something) on (someone)




•
 
the country had until now been spared the violence occurring elsewhere.










6.
 
[with 
negative

 ] (
spare oneself

 )
 — try to ensure or satisfy one's own comfort or needs




•
 
in her concern to help others, she has never spared herself.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
go spare

 

‹Brit. informal›






a.
 
become extremely angry or distraught




•
 
he'd go spare if he lost the money.










b.
 
be unwanted or not needed and therefore available for use




•
 
I didn't have much money going spare.















2.
 
spare no effort






do everything one possibly can in order to achieve something




•
 
we will spare no effort to secure the release of the captives.















3.
 
spare no expense (or no expense spared)






pay any amount in order to achieve something.









4.
 
spare the rod and spoil the child






see rod
 .









5.
 
spare a thought for








(chiefly Brit.)

 remember




•
 
spare a thought for our volunteer group at Christmas.















6.
 
to spare






left over




•
 
that turkey will feed ten people with some to spare.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sparely

 
/ˈsperlē /






adverb













2.
 
spareness






noun













3.
 
sparer






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Old English 
spær

 ‘not plentiful, meager,’ 
sparian

 ‘refrain from injuring,’ ‘refrain from using,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
sparen

 ‘to spare.’





spare part

 
/ˈˌspe(ə)r ˈpärt/






noun




a duplicate part to replace a lost or damaged part of a machine.













spareribs

 
/ˈsperribz /

 
spare ribs





I.
 
plural noun




closely trimmed ribs of pork or sometimes beef.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Middle Low German 
ribbesper

 (by transposition of the syllables), and associated with the adjective spare
 .





spare time

 
/spe(ə)r tīm/






noun




time that is not taken up by one's usual activities; leisure time.













spare tire






noun



1.
 
an extra tire carried in a motor vehicle for emergencies.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a roll of fat around a person's waist.













sparge

 
/spärj /

 

‹chiefly technical›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
moisten by sprinkling, especially with water in brewing.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of sprinkling or splashing.




2.
 
a spray of hot water, especially water sprinkled over malt when brewing.








III.
 
derivatives





sparger






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘sprinkle (water) around’): apparently from Latin 
spargere

 ‘to sprinkle.’ The current senses date from the early 19th cent.





sparid

 
/ˈsperəd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of the sea bream family (
Sparidae

 ), whose members are marine and have deep bodies with long spiny dorsal fins.











– origin

 1960s: from modern Latin 
Sparidae

 (plural), via Latin from Greek 
sparos

 ‘sea bream.’





sparing

 
/ˈsperiNG/





I.
 
adjective




moderate; economical




•
 
physicians advised sparing use of the ointment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sparingly

 
/ˈspe(ə)riNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
sparingness

 
/ˈsperiNGnəs /






noun






















spark1


 
/spärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small fiery particle thrown off from a fire, alight in ashes, or produced by striking together two hard surfaces such as stone or metal.




2.
 
a light produced by a sudden disruptive electrical discharge through the air.




3.
 
an electrical discharge serving to ignite the explosive mixture in an internal combustion engine.




4.
 
a small bright object or point




•
 
there was a spark of light.










5.
 
a trace of a specified quality or intense feeling




•
 
a tiny spark of anger flared within her.










6.
 
a sense of liveliness and excitement




•
 
there was a spark between them at their first meeting.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — emit sparks of fire or electricity




•
 
the ignition sparks as soon as the gas is turned on.










2.
 
produce sparks at the point where an electric circuit is interrupted.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ignite




•
 
the explosion sparked a fire.










4.
 
provide the stimulus for (a dramatic event or process)




•
 
the severity of the plan 
sparked off

 street protests.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
spark out








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 completely unconscious




•
 
I think he would knock Bowe spark out.















2.
 
sparks fly






an encounter becomes heated or lively




•
 
sparks always fly when you two get together.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sparker






noun













2.
 
sparkless






adjective













3.
 
sparky

 
/ˈspärkē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
spærca

 , 
spearca

 , of unknown origin.





spark2


 
/spärk /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




a lively young fellow.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in courtship.








III.
 
derivatives





sparkish






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably a figurative use of spark
 1
 .





Spark, Dame Muriel

 
/spärk/






(1918–2006), Scottish novelist. Notable works: 
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

 (1961), 
The Mandelbaum Gate

 (1965), and 
Symposium

 (1990).









spark chamber






noun






[Physics]

 an apparatus designed to show ionizing particles.













spark gap

 
/spärk ɡap/






noun




a space between electrical terminals across which a transient discharge passes.













sparking plug

 
/ˈspärkiNG ˌpləɡ/






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for spark plug
 .














sparkle

 
/ˈspärk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shine brightly with flashes of light




•
 
her earrings sparkled as she turned her head.










2.
 
be vivacious and witty




•
 
after a glass of wine, she began to sparkle.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a glittering flash of light




•
 
there was a sparkle in his eyes.










2.
 
vivacity and wit




•
 
she's got a kind of sparkle.














III.
 
derivatives





sparkly

 
/ˈspärk(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: frequentative (verb) or diminutive (noun) of spark
 1
 .





sparkler

 
/ˈspärk(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that sparkles, in particular




2.
 
a handheld firework that emits sparks.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a gemstone, especially a diamond.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a sparkling wine.




5.
 
a nozzle attached to the spout on a beer pump to give the beer a frothy head.













sparkline

 
/ˈspärkˌlīn/






noun






[Computing]

 a small graphic designed to give a quick representation of numerical or statistical information within a piece of text, taking the form of a graph without axes.













sparkling

 
/ˈspärkəliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shining brightly with flashes of light




•
 
her sparkling blue eyes.










2.
 
lively and witty




•
 
sparkling dialogue.










3.
 
(of a drink) effervescent




•
 
sparkling wine.







Compare with still
 1
 .








II.
 
derivatives





sparklingly






adverb






















spark plug

 
/ˈspärk ˌpləɡ/






noun




a device for firing the explosive mixture in an internal combustion engine.













Sparks

 
/spärks/






a city in western Nevada, just east of Reno; pop. 88,602 (est. 2008).









sparling

 
/ˈspärliNG/





I.
 
noun




an edible European smelt (fish) that migrates into fresh water to spawn.

[
Osmerus eperlanus

 , family 
Osmeridae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
esperlinge

 , of Germanic origin.





sparring partner

 
/späriNG ˈpärtnər/






noun



1.
 
a boxer employed to engage in sparring with another as training.




2.
 
a person with whom one continually argues or contends.













sparrow

 
/ˈsperō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small finchlike Old World bird related to the weaverbirds, typically with brown and gray plumage.

[Family 
Passeridae

 (or 
Ploceidae

 ): four genera, in particular 
Passer

 , and many species, e.g., the cosmopolitan 
house sparrow

 (
P. domesticus

 ).]




2.
 
any of a number of birds that resemble true sparrows in size or color.

[● an American bunting (many genera in the subfamily 
Emberizinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 ). ● a waxbill, in particular the Java sparrow.]











– origin

 Old English 
spearwa

 , of Germanic origin.





sparrowgrass

 
/ˈsperōˌɡras/





I.
 
noun




dialect term for asparagus
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: corruption (by folk etymology) of obsolete 
sparagus

 ‘asparagus.’





sparrow hawk

 
/ˈsperō ˌhôk/






noun



1.
 
a small Old World woodland hawk that preys on small birds.

[Genus 
Accipiter

 , family 
Accipitridae

 : many species, in particular the widespread 
northern sparrow hawk

 (
A. nisus

 ).]




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the American kestrel (see kestrel
 ).













sparse

 
/spärs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
thinly dispersed or scattered




•
 
areas of sparse population.










2.
 
austere; meager




•
 
an elegantly sparse chamber.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sparsely

 
/spärslē /






adverb













2.
 
sparseness

 
/spärsnəs /






noun













3.
 
sparsity

 
/ˈspärsitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (used to describe writing in the sense ‘widely spaced’): from Latin 
sparsus

 , past participle of 
spargere

 ‘scatter.’





Sparta

 
/ˈspärdə/






a city in the southern Peloponnese in Greece, capital of the department of Laconia; pop. 14,400 (est. 2009). It was a powerful city state in the 5th century 
BC

 and defeated its rival Athens in the Peloponnesian War to become the leading city of Greece.









Spartacist

 
/ˈspärdəsəst/






noun




a member of the Spartacus League.













Spartacus

 
/ˈspärdəkəs/






(died 
c.

 71 
BC

 ), Thracian slave and gladiator. He led a revolt against Rome in 73, but eventually was defeated by Crassus in 71 and crucified.









Spartacus League





I.
 
a German revolutionary socialist group founded in 1916 by Rosa Luxemburg and 
Karl Liebknecht

 (1871–1919). At the end of 1918 the group became the German Communist Party, which in 1919 organized an uprising in Berlin that was brutally crushed.







– origin

 
Spartacus

 was adopted as a pseudonym by Karl Liebknecht.





spartan

 
/ˈspärtn/





I.
 
adjective




showing the indifference to comfort or luxury traditionally associated with ancient Sparta




•
 
spartan but adequate rooms.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spartan
 , because the inhabitants of Sparta were traditionally held to be indifferent to comfort or luxury.






Spartan

 
/ˈspärtn/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Sparta in ancient Greece.








II.
 
noun




a citizen of Sparta.













Spartanburg

 
/ˈspärtnˌbərɡ/






an industrial and commercial city in northwestern South Carolina; pop. 39,584 (est. 2008).









spartina

 
/ˈspärt(ə)nə /

 
spartina grass





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the cordgrasses.

[Genus 
Spartina

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
spartinē

 ‘rope.’





spar tree






noun






[Forestry]

 a tree or other tall structure to which cables are attached for hauling logs.














spasm

 
/ˈspazəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden involuntary muscular contraction or convulsive movement.




2.
 
a sudden and brief spell of an activity or sensation




•
 
a spasm of coughing woke him.










3.
 
prolonged involuntary muscle contraction




•
 
the airways in the lungs go 
into spasm

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience sudden involuntary muscular contractions; twitch convulsively




•
 
my body spasmed violently.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
spasme

 , or via Latin from Greek 
spasmos

 , 
spasma

 , from 
span

 ‘pull.’





spasmodic

 
/spazˈmädik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occurring or done in brief, irregular bursts




•
 
spasmodic fighting continued.










2.
 
caused by, subject to, or in the nature of a spasm or spasms




•
 
a spasmodic cough.














II.
 
derivatives





spasmodically

 
/spazˈmädək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
spasmodicus

 , from Greek 
spasmōdēs

 , from 
spasma

 (see spasm
 ).





spasmolytic

 
/ˌspazməˈlidik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(of a drug or treatment) able to relieve spasm of smooth muscle.








II.
 
noun




a drug that relieves spasm of smooth muscle.













spasmophilia

 
/ˌspazməˈfilēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 undue tendency of the muscles to contract, caused by ionic imbalance in the blood, or associated with anxiety disorders.








II.
 
derivatives





spasmophile

 
/ˈspazməˌfīl /






noun





















Spassky, Boris

 
/ˈspaskē, ˈspäs-/






(1937–), Russian chess player; world champion 1969–72; full name 
Boris Vasilevich Spassky

 . He was defeated by Bobby Fischer in 1972 and moved to Paris in 1975. In 1992, he had a rematch with Fischer, played in Montenegro and Serbia; Fischer won again.










spastic

 
/ˈspastik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or affected by muscle spasm.




2.
 
relating to or denoting a form of muscular weakness (
spastic paralysis

 ) typical of cerebral palsy, caused by damage to the brain or spinal cord and involving reflex resistance to passive movement of the limbs and difficulty in initiating and controlling muscular movement.




3.
 
(of a person) affected with cerebral palsy.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 incompetent or uncoordinated.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person with cerebral palsy.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an incompetent or uncoordinated person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spastically






adverb













2.
 
spasticity

 
/spaˈstisədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
spastikos

 ‘pulling,’ from 
span

 ‘pull.’ / 
usage:

 
Spastic

 has been used in medical senses since the 18th century and is still a neutral term for conditions like 
spastic colon

 or 
spastic paraplegia

 . In the 1970s and 1980s, 
spastic

 , usually used as a noun, became a term of abuse and was directed toward anyone regarded as incompetent or physically uncoordinated. Nowadays, this latter use of 
spastic

 , whether as a noun or as an adjective, is likely to cause offense, and it is preferable to use phrasing such as person with cerebral palsy instead of the noun 
spastic

 .





spat1


 
/spat/






past and past participle of spit
 1
 .









spat2


 
/spat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
spats

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a short cloth gaiter covering the instep and ankle.




2.
 
a cover for the upper part of an aircraft wheel.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation of spatterdash
 .





spat3


 
/spat /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a petty quarrel.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quarrel pettily.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — slap lightly




•
 
I spatted your hands when you were naughty.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally a US colloquial usage): probably imitative.





spat4


 
/spat/





I.
 
noun




the spawn or larvae of shellfish, especially oysters.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, of unknown ultimate origin.






spatchcock

 
/ˈspaCHˌkäk/





I.
 
noun




a chicken or game bird split open and grilled.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
split open (a poultry or game bird) to prepare it for grilling.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 add (a phrase, sentence, clause, etc.) in a context where it is inappropriate




•
 
a new clause has been spatchcocked into the bill.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally an Irish usage): perhaps related to the noun dispatch
 + cock
 1
 , but compare with spitchcock
 .





spate

 
/spāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a large number of similar things or events appearing or occurring in quick succession




•
 
a spate of attacks on travelers.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a sudden flood in a river, especially one caused by heavy rains or melting snow.








II.
 
phrases





in (full) spate





a.
 
(of a river) overflowing due to a sudden flood.




b.
 
(of a person or action) at the height of activity




•
 
work was in full spate.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots and northern English in the sense ‘flood, inundation’): of unknown origin.






spathe

 
/spāT͟H/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a large sheathing bract enclosing the flower cluster of certain plants, especially the spadix of arums and palms.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
spathē

 ‘broad blade.’





spatial

 
/ˈspāSHəl /

 
spacial





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to space




•
 
the spatial distribution of population




•
 
a mouse's spatial memory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spatiality

 
/ˌspāSHēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
spatialization

 
/ˌspāSHələˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
spatialize

 
/ˈspāSHəˌlīz /






verb













4.
 
spatially

 
/ˈspāSHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
spatium

 ‘space’ + -al
 .





spatiotemporal

 
/ˌspāSHēōˈtempərəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 
[Philosophy]

 belonging to both space and time or to space-time.








II.
 
derivatives





spatiotemporally






adverb





















Spätlese

 
/ˈSHpātˌlāzə/





I.
 
noun




a white wine of German origin or style made from grapes harvested late in the season.











– origin

 from German, from 
spät

 ‘late’ + 
Lese

 ‘picking, vintage.’





spatter

 
/ˈspadər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with drops or spots of something




•
 
passing vehicles 
spattered

 his shoes and pants 
with

 mud.










2.
 
scatter or splash (liquid, mud, etc.) over a surface




•
 
he spatters grease all over the stove.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fall so as to be scattered over an area




•
 
she watched the raindrops spatter down.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spray or splash of something.




2.
 
a sprinkling




•
 
there was a spatter of freckles over her nose.










3.
 
a short outburst of sound




•
 
the sharp spatter of shots.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘splutter while speaking’): frequentative, from a base shared by Dutch and Low German 
spatten

 ‘burst, spout.’






spatterdash

 
/ˈspadərˌdaSH/






noun

 — (usu. 
spatterdashes

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 a long gaiter or legging worn to keep stockings or pants clean, especially when riding.













spatterdock

 
/ˈspadərˌdäk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a yellow-flowered water lily.

[Genus 
Nuphar

 , family 
Nymphaeaceae

 : several species, in particular 
N. advena

 .]













spatterware

 
/ˈspadərˌwer/






noun




pottery decorated by sponging with color; sponged ware.














spatula

 
/ˈspaCHələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement with a broad, flat, blunt blade, used for mixing and spreading things, especially in cooking and painting.




2.
 
British term for tongue depressor
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin, variant of 
spathula

 , diminutive of 
spatha

 (see spathe
 ).





spatulate

 
/ˈspaCHələt/






adjective



1.
 
having a broad, rounded end




•
 
his thick, spatulate fingers.










2.
 
(also 
spathulate

 )
 — 

[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 broad at the apex and tapered to the base




•
 
large spatulate leaves.



















spavin

 
/ˈspavən/





I.
 
noun




a disorder of a horse's hock.

See bone spavin
 .








II.
 
derivatives





spavined






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espavin

 , variant of 
esparvain

 , of Germanic origin.





spawn

 
/spôn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a fish, frog, mollusk, crustacean, etc.) release or deposit eggs




•
 
the fish spawn among fine-leaved plants




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a large brood is spawned.










2.
 
(
be spawned

 )
 — (of a fish, frog, etc.) be laid as eggs.




3.
 
(of a character or object in a video game) appear at a certain point in the game




•
 
then they enter the undead land where defenders will spawn to fight against them




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
players can spawn a ghost ship to confuse foes.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹often derogatory›

 (of a person) produce (offspring)




•
 
why had she married a man who could spawn a boy like that?










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce or generate, especially in large numbers




•
 
the decade spawned a bewildering variety of books on the forces.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 generate (a dependent or subordinate computer process).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the eggs of fish, frogs, etc.




•
 
the fish covers its spawn with gravel.










2.
 
the process of producing spawn.




3.
 
the product or offspring of a person or place (used to express distaste or disgust)




•
 
the spawn of chaos: demons and sorcerers.










4.
 
the mycelium of a fungus, especially a cultivated mushroom.








III.
 
derivatives





spawner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Anglo-Norman French 
espaundre

 ‘to shed roe,’ variant of Old French 
espandre

 ‘pour out,’ from Latin 
expandere

 ‘expand.’






spay

 
/spā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be spayed

 )


1.
 
sterilize (a female animal) by removing the ovaries




•
 
the animals must be spayed or neutered before they are given up for adoption.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espeer

 ‘cut with a sword,’ from 
espee

 ‘sword,’ from Latin 
spatha

 (see spathe
 ).





spaz

 
/spaz /

 

‹informal›


 
spazz





I.
 
noun






‹offensive›

 short for spastic
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
spaz out

 )


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 lose physical or emotional control




•
 
he offered a post-game assessment: “I spazzed out real bad.”

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of spastic
 .





SPCA






abbreviation




Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.













SPCC






abbreviation




Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.













SPCK






abbreviation




Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.














speak

 
/spēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
say something in order to convey information, an opinion, or a feeling




•
 
in his agitation he was unable to speak




•
 
she refused to speak about the incident.










2.
 
have a conversation




•
 
I wish to 
speak

 privately 
with

 you




•
 
I'll 
speak to

 him if he calls.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter (a word, message, speech, etc.)




•
 
patients copy words spoken by the therapist.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — communicate in or be able to communicate in (a specified language)




•
 
my mother spoke Russian.










5.
 
make a speech before an audience, or make a contribution to a debate




•
 
twenty thousand people attended to hear him speak.










6.
 
(
speak for

 )
 — express the views or position of (another person or group)




•
 
he claimed to speak for the majority of local people.










7.
 
convey one's views or position indirectly




•
 


speaking through

 his attorney, he refused to join the debate.










8.
 
(
speak of

 )
 — mention or discuss in speech or writing




•
 
the books speak of betrayal.










9.
 
(of behavior, a quality, an event, etc.) serve as evidence for something




•
 
her harping on him 
spoke

 strongly 
of

 a crush




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his frame spoke tiredness.










10.
 
(of an object that typically makes a sound when it functions) make a characteristic sound




•
 
the gun spoke again.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
adverbial

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 show or manifest (someone or something) to be in a particular state or to possess a certain quality




•
 
she had seen nothing that spoke him of immoral habits.










12.
 
(of an organ pipe or other musical instrument) make a sound




•
 
insufficient air circulates for the pipes to speak.










13.
 
(of a dog) bark.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 hail and hold communication with (a ship) at sea.




15.
 
(
speak to

 )
 — talk to in order to reprove or advise




•
 
she tried to speak to Seth about his drinking.










16.
 
talk to in order to give or extract information




•
 
he had spoken to the police.










17.
 
discuss or comment on formally




•
 
the Church wants to speak to real issues.










18.
 
appeal or relate to




•
 
the story spoke to him directly.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
not to speak of






used in introducing a further factor to be considered




•
 
the rent had to be paid, not to speak of school tuition.















2.
 
nothing (or no —— or none) to speak of






used to indicate that there is some but very little of something




•
 
I've no capital—well, none to speak of.















3.
 
so to speak






see so
 1
 .









4.
 
something speaks for itself






something's implications are so clear that it needs no supporting evidence or comments




•
 
the figures speak for themselves.















5.
 
speak for oneself





a.
 
give one's own opinions.




b.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — used to tell someone that what they have said may apply to them but does not apply to others




•
 
“This is such a boring place.” “Speak for yourself—I like it.”















6.
 
speak in tongues






see tongue
 .









7.
 
speaking of






used to introduce a statement or question about a topic recently alluded to




•
 
speaking of cost, can I afford to buy it?















8.
 
speak one's mind






express one's feelings or opinions frankly.









9.
 
speak volumes





a.
 
(of a gesture, circumstance, or object) convey a great deal




•
 
a look that spoke volumes.










b.
 
be good evidence for




•
 
his record 
speaks volumes for

 his determination.















10.
 
speak well (or ill) of






praise (or criticize).












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
speak out (or up)






express one's feelings or opinions frankly and publicly




•
 
the administration will be forthright in speaking out against human rights abuses.















2.
 
speak up






speak more loudly




•
 
We can't hear you. Speak up!















3.
 
speak up for






speak in defense or support of




•
 
there was no independent body to speak up for press freedoms.


















IV.
 
derivatives





speakable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sprecan

 , later 
specan

 ; related to Dutch 
spreken

 and German 
sprechen

 .






-speak

 
/spēk/





I.
 
combining form




forming nouns denoting a manner of speaking, characteristic of a specified field or group




•
 
technospeak.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
(New)speak

 .





speakeasy

 
/ˈspēkˌēzē/






noun






‹informal›

 (during Prohibition) an illicit liquor store or nightclub.













speaker

 
/ˈspēkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who speaks.




2.
 
a person who delivers a speech or lecture.




3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 or in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who speaks a specified language




•
 
he is a fluent English and French speaker.










4.
 
(
Speaker

 )
 — the presiding officer in a legislative assembly, especially the House of Representatives.




5.
 
short for loudspeaker
 :




•
 
a cassette player with two speakers.














II.
 
derivatives





speakership

 
/ˈspēkərˌSHip /






noun





speaker
 (
sense

 2)





















speakerphone

 
/ˈspēkərˌfōn/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a telephone with a loudspeaker and microphone, allowing it to be used without picking up the handset.













speaking

 
/ˈspēkiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of conveying information or expressing one's thoughts and feelings in spoken language.




2.
 
the activity of delivering speeches or lectures




•
 
public speaking.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used for or engaged in speech




•
 
you have a clear speaking voice.










2.
 
conveying meaning as though in words




•
 
she gave him a speaking look.










3.
 
(of a portrait) so like the subject as to seem to be alive and capable of speech




•
 
a speaking likeness.










4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — able to communicate in a specified language




•
 
an English-speaking guide.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on speaking terms





a.
 
slightly acquainted.




b.
 
sufficiently friendly to talk to each other




•
 
she parted from her mother barely on speaking terms.















2.
 
—— speaking






used to indicate the degree of accuracy intended in a statement or the point of view from which it is made




•
 
broadly speaking, there are three major models for local-central relations.















3.
 
speaking in tongues






another term for glossolalia
 .

















speaking trumpet






noun






‹historical›

 an instrument for making the voice carry, especially at sea.













speaking tube

 
/spēkiNG t(y)o͞ob/






noun




a pipe for conveying a person's voice from one room or building to another.














spear

 
/spir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weapon with a long shaft and a pointed tip, typically of metal, used for thrusting or throwing.




2.
 
an instrument with a long shaft and barbed tip used for catching fish.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a spearman.




4.
 
a plant shoot, especially a pointed stem of asparagus or broccoli.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pierce or strike with a spear or other pointed object




•
 
she speared her last French fry with her fork.










2.
 
quickly extend the arm to catch (a fast-moving ball or other object)




•
 
he hit a line drive that Bogar speared backhanded.

















– origin

 Old English 
spere

 , of Germanic origin; compare with Dutch 
speer

 and German 
Speer

 .





spear carrier

 
/spi(ə)r ˈkerēər/






noun



1.
 
an actor with a walk-on part.




2.
 
an unimportant participant in something.













spearfish

 
/ˈspirˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a billfish that resembles the marlin.

[Genus 
Tetrapturus

 , family 
Istiophoridae

 : several species.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish using a spear




•
 
resort owners do not allow tourists to spearfish




•
 (as 
noun

 
spearfishing

 )
 
spearfishing is strictly illegal in the marine parks.



















spear grass

 
speargrass






noun




any of a number of grasses with hard pointed seed heads, some of which are sharp enough to harm livestock.

[
Heteropogon

 , 
Stipa

 , and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 .]













speargun

 
/ˈspirˌɡən/






noun




a gun used to propel a spear in underwater fishing.













spearhead

 
/ˈspirˌhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point of a spear.




2.
 
an individual or group chosen to lead an attack or movement




•
 
she became the 
spearhead of

 a health education program.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lead (an attack or movement)




•
 
he's spearheading a campaign to reduce the number of accidents at work.



















spearman

 
/ˈspirmən/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a man, especially a soldier, who uses a spear.













spearmint

 
/ˈspirˌmint/






noun




the common garden mint, used as a culinary herb and to flavor candy, chewing gum, etc.

[
Mentha spicata

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]













spear phishing





I.
 
noun




the fraudulent practice of sending emails ostensibly from a known or trusted sender in order to induce targeted individuals to reveal confidential information




•
 
spear phishing represents a serious threat for every industry




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a spear-phishing attack.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from spear
 and phishing
 (in which particular individuals are not targeted).






spear side

 
/spi(ə)r sīd/






noun




the male side or members of a family.

The opposite of distaff side
 .













spearwort

 
/ˈspi(ə)rwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a plant of the buttercup family that grows in marshes and ditches, with thick hollow stems and long narrow spear-shaped leaves.

[Genus 
Ranunculus

 , family 
Rununculaceae

 : the 
lesser spearwort

 (
R. flammula

 ) and the less common 
greater spearwort

 (
R. lingua

 ).]













spec1


 
/spek/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on spec

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 in the hope of success but without any specific commission or instructions




•
 
he built the factory on spec and hoped someone would buy it.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: abbreviation of speculation
 .






spec2


 
/spek/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a detailed working description




•
 
I'll have to look at the specs on the equipment




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
our spec chart indicates a transmission speed of 9 seconds.

















– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of specification
 .






special

 
/ˈspeSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
better, greater, or otherwise different from what is usual




•
 
they always made a special effort at Christmas.










2.
 
exceptionally good or precious




•
 
she's a very special person.










3.
 
belonging specifically to a particular person or place




•
 
we want to preserve our town's special character.










4.
 
designed or organized for a particular person, purpose, or occasion




•
 
we will return by special coaches.










5.
 
(of a subject) studied in particular depth.




6.
 
used to denote education for children with particular needs, especially those with learning difficulties.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a group consisting of matrices of unit determinant.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing, such as an event, product, or broadcast, that is designed or organized for a particular occasion or purpose




•
 
television's election night specials.










2.
 
a dish not on the regular menu at a restaurant but served on a particular day.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a product or service offered at a temporarily reduced price.








III.
 
phrases





on special






available for sale at a reduced price




•
 
they have hamburger buns on special today.


















IV.
 
derivatives





specialness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
especial

 ‘especial’ or Latin 
specialis

 , from 
species

 ‘appearance’ (see species
 ).





Special Branch

 
/ˈspeSHəl branCH/






(in the UK) the police department dealing with political security.









special case






noun



1.
 
a situation or person that has unusual qualities or needs.




2.
 


[Law]

 a written statement of fact presented by litigants to a court.













special correspondent






noun




a journalist writing for a newspaper on special events or a special area of interest.













special delivery






noun



1.
 
a former express mail service of the US Postal Service that involved expedited delivery of mail, often by special courier.




2.
 
any mail service that involves special handling or expedited delivery.




3.
 
a letter or parcel sent by a special-delivery service.













special drawing rights

 
/ˈspeSHəl ˈdroiNG rīts /

 
SDR






plural noun




a form of international money, created by the International Monetary Fund, and defined as a weighted average of various convertible currencies.













special edition






noun




an edition of a newspaper, magazine, television program, etc., that differs from the usual format, especially in concentrating on one particularly important story.













special effect

 
/ēˈfek(t)/






noun




an illusion created for movies and television by props, camerawork, computer graphics, etc.




•
 
a nonstop action rollercoaster filled with amazing stunts and spectacular special effects.



















Special Forces






noun




an elite force within the US Army specializing in guerrilla warfare and counterinsurgency.













special intention






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a special aim or purpose for which a Mass is celebrated or prayers are said.













special interest

 
special interest group






noun




a group of people or an organization seeking or receiving special advantages, typically through political lobbying.













specialist

 
/ˈspeSH(ə)ləst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who concentrates primarily on a particular subject or activity; a person highly skilled in a specific and restricted field.




2.
 
a physician highly trained in a particular branch of medicine.




3.
 
(in the US Army) an enlisted person of one of four grades (
specialist 4

 , equivalent to the rank of corporal, being the most junior, 
specialist 7

 , equivalent to sergeant first class, being the most senior) who has technical or administrative duties but does not exercise command.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
possessing or involving detailed knowledge or study of a restricted topic




•
 
the project may involve people with specialist knowledge.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — concentrating on a restricted field, market, or area of activity




•
 
a specialist electrical shop.














III.
 
derivatives





specialism

 
/ˈspeSHəˌlizəm /






noun





















speciality

 
/ˌspeSHēˈalədē/





I.
 
noun




British term for specialty
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the quality of being special or distinctive): from Old French 
especialite

 or late Latin 
specialitas

 , from Latin 
specialis

 (see special
 ).





specialize

 
/ˈspeSHəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
concentrate on and become expert in a particular subject or skill




•
 
he could 
specialize in

 tropical medicine.










2.
 
confine oneself to providing a particular product or service




•
 
the company 
specialized in

 commercial brochures.










3.
 
make a habit of engaging in a particular activity




•
 
a group of writers has 
specialized in

 attacking the society they live in.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Biology]

 adapt or set apart (an organ or part) to serve a special function or to suit a particular way of life




•
 
zooids specialized for different functions.














II.
 
derivatives





specialization

 
/ˈˌspeSHələˈzāSHən ˈˌspeSHəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
spécialiser

 , from 
spécial

 ‘special.’





specialized

 
/ˈspeSHəˌlīzd/






adjective



1.
 
requiring or involving detailed and specific knowledge or training




•
 
skilled treatment for these patients is very specialized.










2.
 
concentrating on a small area of a subject




•
 
periodicals have become more and more specialized.










3.
 
designed for a particular purpose




•
 
specialized software.



















specially

 
/ˈspeSHəlē/





I.
 
adverb




for a special purpose




•
 
they have been fabricated specially for this boat




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a specially commissioned report.

















usage:

 On the differences between 
specially

 and 
especially

 , see usage at especially
 .





special needs

 
/ˈspeSHəl nēdz/






plural noun




(in the context of children at school) particular educational requirements resulting from learning difficulties, physical disability, or emotional and behavioral difficulties.













Special Olympics






noun




an international competition, modeled on the Olympic Games, in which mentally and physically handicapped athletes compete.













Special Operations Executive

 
SOE






a secret British military service during World War II, set up in 1940 to carry out clandestine operations and coordinate with resistance movements in Europe and later East Asia.









special pleading






noun



1.
 
argument in which the speaker deliberately ignores aspects that are unfavorable to their point of view.




2.
 
appeals to give a particular interest group special treatment




•
 
we heard his special pleading for his constituency.



















special sort






noun






[Printing]

 a character, such as an accented letter or a symbol, that is not normally included in any font.













special team






noun






[Football]

 a squad that is used for kickoffs, punts, or other special plays.














specialty

 
/ˈspeSHəltē /

 


‹Brit.›

 speciality





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pursuit, area of study, or skill to which someone has devoted much time and effort and in which they are expert




•
 
his specialty was watercolors.










2.
 
a particular branch of medicine or surgery.




3.
 
a product, especially a type of food, that a person or region is famous for making well




•
 
the local specialties are all seafood.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — meeting particular tastes or needs




•
 
specialty potatoes for salads.










5.
 


[Law]

 a contract under seal.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting special affection or attachment): shortening of Old French 
especialte

 , from 
especial

 (see special
 ).





special verdict






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 a verdict that requires an answer to a specific detailed question.




2.
 


[Law]

 a verdict that an accused is not guilty by reason of insanity.













speciation

 
/ˌspēSHēˈāSHən ˌspēsēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the formation of new and distinct species in the course of evolution.








II.
 
derivatives





speciate

 
/ˈspēSHēˌāt, spēsē- /






verb





















specie

 
/ˈspēSHē ˈspēsē/





I.
 
noun




money in the form of coins rather than notes.








II.
 
phrases





in specie





a.
 
in coin.




b.
 


[Law]

 in the real, precise, or actual form specified




•
 
the plaintiff could not be sure of recovering his goods in specie.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, ablative of 
species

 ‘form, kind,’ in the phrase 
in specie

 ‘in the actual form.’






species

 
/ˈspēsēz ˈspēSHēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
sp.

 , 
spp.

 )
 — 

[Biology]

 a group of living organisms consisting of similar individuals capable of exchanging genes or interbreeding. The species is the principal natural taxonomic unit, ranking below a genus and denoted by a Latin binomial, e.g., 
Homo sapiens

 .




2.
 


[Logic]

 a group subordinate to a genus and containing individuals agreeing in some common attributes and called by a common name.




3.
 
a kind or sort




•
 
a species of invective at once tough and suave.










4.
 
used humorously to refer to people who share a characteristic or occupation




•
 
a political species that is becoming more common, the environmental statesman.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 a particular kind of atom, molecule, ion, or particle




•
 
a new molecular species.










6.
 


[Christian Church]

 the visible form of each of the elements of consecrated bread and wine in the Eucharist.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘appearance, form, beauty,’ from 
specere

 ‘to look.’





species barrier






noun




the natural mechanisms that prevent a virus or disease from spreading from one species to another.













speciesism

 
/ˈspēSHēˌzizəm, spēsē-/





I.
 
noun




the assumption of human superiority leading to the exploitation of animals.








II.
 
derivatives





speciesist






adjective, noun





















species rose






noun




a rose belonging to a distinct species and not to one of the many varieties produced by hybridization.













specif.






abbreviation




specific; specifically.














specific

 
/spəˈsifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
clearly defined or identified




•
 
increasing the electricity supply only until it met specific development needs.










2.
 
precise and clear in making statements or issuing instructions




•
 
when ordering goods be specific.










3.
 
belonging or relating uniquely to a particular subject




•
 
information needs are often very 
specific to

 companies and individuals.










4.
 


[Biology]

 of, relating to, or connected with species or a species.




5.
 
(of a duty or a tax) levied at a fixed rate per physical unit of the thing taxed, regardless of its price.




6.
 


[Physics]

 of or denoting a number equal to the ratio of the value of some property of a given substance to the value of the same property of some other substance used as a reference, such as water, or of a vacuum, under equivalent conditions.




7.
 
of or denoting a physical quantity expressed in terms of a unit mass, volume, or other measure, in order to give a value independent of the properties or scale of the particular system studied.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a medicine or remedy effective in treating a particular disease or part of the body.




2.
 
(usu. 
specifics

 )
 — a precise detail




•
 
he worked through the specifics of the contract.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
specifically

 
/spəˈsifək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
specificity

 
/ˌspesəˈfisədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘having a special determining quality’): from late Latin 
specificus

 , from Latin 
species

 (see species
 ).





specific activity






noun






[Physics]

 the activity of a given radioisotope per unit mass.














specification

 
/ˌspesəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of describing or identifying something precisely or of stating a precise requirement




•
 
give a full specification of the job advertised




•
 
there was no clear specification of objectives.










2.
 
(usu. 
specifications

 )
 — a detailed description of the design and materials used to make something.




3.
 
a standard of workmanship, materials, etc., required to be met in a piece of work




•
 
everything was built to a higher specification.










4.
 
a description of an invention accompanying an application for a patent.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
specificatio(n-)

 , from late Latin 
specificare

 (see specify
 ).





specific charge






noun






[Physics]

 the ratio of the charge of an ion or subatomic particle to its mass.













specific disease






noun




a disease caused by a particular and characteristic organism.














specific epithet

 
/spəˌsifik ˈepəTHet/






noun






[chiefly Botany]

 
[Microbiology]

 the second element in the Latin binomial name of a species, which follows the generic name and distinguishes the species from others in the same genus.

Compare with specific name
 , trivial name
 .














specific gravity

 
/spəˈsifik ˈɡravədē/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the ratio of the density of a substance to the density of a standard, usually water for a liquid or solid, and air for a gas.













specific heat






noun






[Physics]

 the heat required to raise the temperature of the unit mass of a given substance by a given amount (usually one degree).














specific name






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 
[Microbiology]

 the Latin binomial name of a species, consisting of the generic name followed by the specific epithet.




2.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 
[Microbiology]

 
[chiefly Zoology]

 another term for specific epithet
 .













specific performance

 
/spəˈsifik pərˈfôrməns/






noun






[Law]

 the performance of a contractual duty, as ordered in cases where damages would not be adequate remedy.














specify

 
/ˈspesəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
identify clearly and definitely




•
 
the coup leader promised an election but did not specify a date.










2.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — state a fact or requirement clearly and precisely




•
 
the agency failed to 
specify that

 the workers were not their employees.










3.
 
include in an architect's or engineer's specifications




•
 
naval architects specified circular portholes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
specifiable

 
/ˌspesəˈfīəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
specifier






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
specifier

 or late Latin 
specificare

 (see specific
 ).





specimen

 
/ˈspesəmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual animal, plant, piece of a mineral, etc., used as an example of its species or type for scientific study or display.




2.
 
an example of something such as a product or piece of work, regarded as typical of its class or group.




3.
 
a sample for medical testing, especially of urine.




4.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer humorously to a person or animal




•
 
in her he found himself confronted by a sorrier specimen than himself.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘pattern, model’): from Latin, from 
specere

 ‘to look.’





specimen plant






noun




an unusual or impressive plant grown as a focus of interest in a garden.













specious

 
/ˈspēSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
superficially plausible, but actually wrong




•
 
a specious argument.










2.
 
misleading in appearance, especially misleadingly attractive




•
 
the music trade gives Golden Oldies a specious appearance of novelty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
speciously

 
/ˈspēSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
speciousness

 
/ˈspēSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘beautiful’): from Latin 
speciosus

 ‘fair,’ from 
species

 (see species
 ).





speck

 
/spek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tiny spot




•
 
the figure in the distance had become a mere speck.










2.
 
a small particle of a substance




•
 


specks of

 dust.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be specked

 )


1.
 
mark with small spots




•
 
their skin was specked with goose pimples.














III.
 
derivatives





speckless

 
/ˈspekləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
specca

 ; compare with the noun speckle
 .






speckle

 
/ˈspek(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
speckles

 )


1.
 
a small spot or patch of color.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a large number of small spots or patches of color




•
 
stars speckled the sky.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Middle Dutch 
spekkel

 ; the verb (late 16th cent.) from the noun or a back-formation from 
speckled

 .





speckled

 
/ˈspekəld/






adjective




covered or marked with a large number of small spots or patches of color




•
 
a large speckled brown egg




•
 
its body is gray 
speckled with

 dark spots.



















speckled trout






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the brook trout.

See char
 4
 .













speckled wood






noun




a brown Eurasian butterfly with cream or orange markings, favoring light woodland habitats.

[
Pararge aegeria

 , subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]













speckly

 
/ˈspeklē/






adjective




covered or marked with small spots or patches of color




•
 
the eggs are large and brown and speckly.



















specs

 
/speks/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a pair of spectacles.




2.
 


‹informal›

 plural form of spec
 2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.





spect

 
/spekt/






verb




nonstandard form of expect
 :




•
 
I spect they've been to a party.




















spectacle

 
/ˈspektək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a visually striking performance or display




•
 
the acrobatic feats make a good spectacle




•
 
the show is pure spectacle.










2.
 
an event or scene regarded in terms of its visual impact




•
 
the spectacle of a city's mass grief.














II.
 
phrases





make a spectacle of oneself






draw attention to oneself by behaving in a ridiculous way in public.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
spectaculum

 ‘public show,’ from 
spectare

 , frequentative of 
specere

 ‘to look.’





spectacled

 
/ˈspektəkəld/






adjective



1.
 
wearing spectacles.




2.
 
used in names of animals with markings that resemble spectacles.













spectacled bear






noun




a South American bear with a black or dark brown coat and white markings around the eyes.

[
Tremarctos ornatus

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]













spectacled caiman

 
/ˌspektəkəld ˈkāmən/






noun




a small South American caiman with a bony ridge between the eyes that gives the appearance of spectacles.

[
Caiman sclerops

 , family 
Alligatoridae

 .]














spectacled cobra






noun




an Asian cobra with a marking on the hood that resembles spectacles.

Also called Indian cobra
 , Asian cobra
 . [
Naja naja

 , family 
Elapidae

 .]













spectacles

 
/ˈspektəkəlz/






plural noun




another term for glasses
 .













spectacular

 
/spekˈtakyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
beautiful in a dramatic and eye-catching way




•
 
spectacular mountain scenery.










2.
 
strikingly large or obvious




•
 
the party suffered a spectacular loss in the election.














II.
 
noun




an event such as a pageant or musical, produced on a large scale and with striking effects.








III.
 
derivatives





spectacularly

 
/spekˈtakyələrlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from spectacle
 , on the pattern of words such as 
oracular

 .





spectate

 
/spekˈtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a spectator, especially at a sporting event




•
 
an entire defense starts to spectate like fans in the stands.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: back-formation from spectator
 .






spectator

 
/ˈspekˌtādər/





I.
 
noun




a person who watches at a show, game, or other event.








II.
 
derivatives





spectatorial

 
/ˌspektəˈtôrēəl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
spectateur

 or Latin 
spectator

 , from 
spectare

 ‘gaze at, observe’ (see spectacle
 ).





spectator sport

 
/ˈspekˌtādər spôrt/






noun




a sport that many people find entertaining to watch.














specter

 
/ˈspektər /

 


‹Brit.›

 spectre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ghost.




2.
 
something widely feared as a possible unpleasant or dangerous occurrence




•
 


the specter of

 nuclear holocaust.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
spectre

 or Latin 
spectrum

 (see spectrum
 ).





spectinomycin

 
/ˌspektənəˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bacterial antibiotic used as an alternative to penicillin.

[The drug is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces spectabilis

 .]











– origin

 1960s: from the specific epithet 
spectabilis

 (see above), literally ‘visible, remarkable’ + -mycin
 .





Spector, Phil

 
/ˈspektər/






(1940–), US record producer and songwriter; full name 
Harvey Phillip Spector

 . He pioneered a “wall of sound” style, using echo and tape loops, and had a succession of hit recordings in the 1960s with groups such as the Ronettes and the Crystals. In 2009, he was convicted of murdering actress 
Lana Clarkson

 (1962–2003).









spectra

 
/ˈspektrə/






plural form of spectrum
 .









spectral1


 
/ˈspektrəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or like a ghost.








II.
 
derivatives





spectrally






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from specter
 + -al
 .





spectral2


 
/ˈspektrəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning spectra or the spectrum.








II.
 
derivatives





spectrally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from spectrum
 + -al
 .





spectral index






noun




an exponential factor relating the flux density of a radio source to its frequency.













spectral tarsier

 
/ˌspektrəl ˈtärsēər/






noun




a tarsier that has a tail with a long bushy tuft and a scaly base, native to Sulawesi.

[
Tarsius spectrum

 , family 
Tarsiidae

 .]













spectral type

 
spectral class






noun






[Astronomy]

 the group in which a star is classified according to its spectrum, especially using the Harvard classification.













spectro-






combining form




representing spectrum
 .













spectrogram

 
/ˈspektrəˌɡram/






noun




a photographic or other visual or electronic representation of a spectrum.













spectrograph

 
/ˈspektrəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for photographing or otherwise recording spectra.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spectrographic

 
/ˌspektrəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
spectrographically

 
/ˌspektrəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
spectrography

 
/spekˈträɡrəfē /






noun





















spectroheliograph

 
/ˌspektrōˈhēlēəɡraf/






noun




an instrument for taking photographs of the sun in light of one wavelength only.













spectrohelioscope

 
/ˌspektrōˈhēlēəskōp/






noun




a device similar to a spectroheliograph that produces a directly observable monochromatic image of the sun.













spectrometer

 
/spekˈträmədər/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus used for recording and measuring spectra, especially as a method of analysis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spectrometric

 
/ˌspektrəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
spectrometry

 
/ˈspekˈträmətrē /






noun





















spectrophotometer

 
/ˌspektrōfəˈtämədər/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for measuring the intensity of light in a part of the spectrum, especially as transmitted or emitted by particular substances.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spectrophotometric

 
/ˌspektrəˌfōtəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
spectrophotometrically

 
/ˌspektrəˌfōtəˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
spectrophotometry

 
/-mətrē /






noun





















spectroscope

 
/ˈspektrəˌskōp/






noun




an apparatus for producing and recording spectra for examination.













spectroscopy

 
/spekˈträskəpē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the investigation and measurement of spectra produced when matter interacts with or emits electromagnetic radiation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spectroscopic

 
/ˌspektrəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
spectroscopically

 
/ˌspektrəˈskäpik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
spectroscopist

 
/-pist /






noun






















spectrum

 
/ˈspektrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a band of colors, as seen in a rainbow, produced by separation of the components of light by their different degrees of refraction according to wavelength.




2.
 
(
the spectrum

 )
 — the entire range of wavelengths of electromagnetic radiation.




3.
 
an image or distribution of components of any electromagnetic radiation arranged in a progressive series according to wavelength.




4.
 
an image or distribution of components of sound, particles, etc., arranged according to such characteristics as frequency, charge, and energy.




5.
 
used to classify something, or suggest that it can be classified, in terms of its position on a scale between two extreme or opposite points




•
 
the left or the right of the political spectrum.










6.
 
a wide range




•
 
self-help books are covering a broader and broader spectrum.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘specter’): from Latin, literally ‘image, apparition,’ from 
specere

 ‘to look.’





spectrum analyzer






noun




a device for analyzing a system of oscillations, especially sound, into its separate components.













specula

 
/ˈspəkyələ/






plural form of speculum
 .









specular

 
/ˈspekyələr/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or having the properties of a mirror.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in 
specular stone

 , a substance formerly used as glass): from Latin 
specularis

 , from 
speculum

 (see speculum
 ).





specular iron ore






noun




hematite with a metallic luster.













speculate

 
/ˈspekyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a theory or conjecture about a subject without firm evidence




•
 
my colleagues speculate about my private life




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
observers 
speculated that

 the authorities wished to improve their image.










2.
 
invest in stocks, property, or other ventures in the hope of gain but with the risk of loss




•
 
he didn't look as though he had the money to 
speculate in

 stocks.














II.
 
derivatives





speculator

 
/ˈspekyəˌlādər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
speculat-

 ‘observed from a vantage point,’ from the verb 
speculari

 , from 
specula

 ‘watchtower,’ from 
specere

 ‘to look.’






speculation

 
/ˌspekyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the forming of a theory or conjecture without firm evidence




•
 
there has been widespread speculation that he plans to quit




•
 
this is pure speculation on my part




•
 
these are only speculations.










2.
 
investment in stocks, property, or other ventures in the hope of gain but with the risk of loss




•
 
the company's move into property speculation.




•
 
he was a millionaire from speculations on the stock market.



















speculative

 
/ˈspekyəˌlādiv ˈspekyələdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
engaged in, expressing, or based on conjecture rather than knowledge




•
 
discussion of the question is largely speculative.










2.
 
(of an investment) involving a high risk of loss.




3.
 
(of a business venture) undertaken on the chance of success, without a preexisting contract.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
speculatively

 
/ˈspekyəˌlādivlē ˈspekyələdivlē /






adverb













2.
 
speculativeness

 
/ˈspekyəˌlādivnis ˈspekyələdivnis /






noun





















speculative builder






noun




a person who has houses constructed without securing buyers in advance.














speculum

 
/ˈspəkyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a metal or plastic instrument that is used to dilate an orifice or canal in the body to allow inspection.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 a bright patch of plumage on the wings of certain birds, especially a strip of metallic sheen on the secondary flight feathers of many ducks.




3.
 
a mirror or reflector of glass or metal, especially (formerly) a metallic mirror in a reflecting telescope.




4.
 
short for speculum metal
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘mirror,’ from 
specere

 ‘to look.’






speculum metal






noun




an alloy of copper and tin used to make mirrors, especially formerly for telescopes.













sped

 
/sped/






past and past participle of speed
 .










speech

 
/spēCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the expression of or the ability to express thoughts and feelings by articulate sounds




•
 
he was born deaf and without the power of speech.










2.
 
a person's style of speaking




•
 
she wouldn't accept his correction of her speech.










3.
 
the language of a nation, region, or group




•
 
the distinctive rhythms of their speech.










4.
 
a formal address or discourse delivered to an audience




•
 
the headmistress made a speech about how much they would miss her.










5.
 
a sequence of lines written for one character in a play.











– origin

 Old English 
sprǣc

 , 
sprēc

 , later 
spēc

 : related to Dutch 
spraak

 , German 
Sprache

 , also to speak
 .





speech act

 
/spēCH akt/






noun






[Linguistics]

 
[Philosophy]

 an utterance considered as an action, particularly with regard to its intention, purpose, or effect.













speech center

 
speech area






noun




a region of the brain involved in the comprehension or production of speech.













speech community






noun




a group of people sharing a common language or dialect.













speechify

 
/ˈspēCHəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliver a speech, especially in a tedious or pompous way




•
 
writers should write, not speechify




•
 (as 
noun

 
speechifying

 )
 
the after-dinner speechifying begins.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
speechification

 
/ˌspēCHəfiˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
speechifier

 
/ˈspēCHəˌfī(ə)r /






noun





















speech-impaired

 
/ˌspēCHimˈperd/






adjective




having a condition that makes it difficult to produce speech sounds correctly




•
 
the student was severely speech-impaired.



















speechless

 
/ˈspēCHləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to speak, especially as the temporary result of shock or some strong emotion




•
 
he was 
speechless with

 rage.










2.
 
unable to be expressed in words




•
 
surges of speechless passion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
speechlessly

 
/ˈspēCHləslē /






adverb













2.
 
speechlessness

 
/ˈspēCHləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spǣclēas

 (see speech
 , -less
 ).





speech-making





I.
 
noun




the art or practice of delivering a formal address in public.








II.
 
derivatives





speech-maker






noun





















speech pathology

 
/ˌspēCH pəˈTHäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study and treatment of speech and language problems.








II.
 
derivatives





speech pathologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















speechreading

 
/ˈspēCHˌrēdiNG/






noun




lip-reading.













speech recognition

 
//






noun






[Computing]

 the ability of a computer to identify and respond to the sounds produced in human speech


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
speech recognition technologies.




















speech sound

 
/spēCH sound/






noun




a phonetically distinct unit of speech.













speech synthesizer

 
/ˌspēCH ˈsinTHəˌsīzər/





I.
 
noun




a machine that generates spoken language on the basis of written input.








II.
 
derivatives





speech synthesis

 
/ˌspēCH ˈsinTHəsis /






noun





















speech therapy

 
/ˈspēCH ˌTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




training to help people with speech and language problems to speak more clearly.








II.
 
derivatives





speech therapist

 
/ˈspēCH ˌTHerəpəst /






noun





















speechwriter

 
/ˈspēCHˌrīdər/






noun




a person employed to write speeches for others to deliver.














speed

 
/spēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rate at which someone or something is able to move or operate




•
 
we turned onto the runway and began to 
gather speed






•
 
an engine running at full speed




•
 
the car has a top speed of 147 mph.










2.
 
rapidity of movement or action




•
 
the accident was due to excessive speed.










3.
 
the rate at which something happens or is done




•
 
they were bemused by the speed of events




•
 
the course is delivered on CDROM so students can progress at their own speed.










4.
 
each of the possible gear ratios of a bicycle or motor vehicle.




5.
 
the light-gathering power or f-number of a camera lens.




6.
 
the duration of a photographic exposure.




7.
 
the sensitivity of photographic film to light.




8.
 


‹informal›

 an amphetamine drug, especially methamphetamine.




9.
 


‹informal›

 something that matches one's tastes or inclinations




•
 
oak tables and chairs are more his speed.










10.
 


‹archaic›

 success; prosperity




•
 
wish me good speed.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move quickly




•
 
I got into the car and home we sped.










2.
 
(of a motorist) travel at a speed that is greater than the legal limit




•
 
the car that crashed was speeding.










3.
 
(
speed up

 )
 — move or work more quickly




•
 
you force yourself to speed up because you don't want to keep others waiting.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move, act, or happen more quickly




•
 
recent initiatives have sought to 
speed up

 decision-making.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 make prosperous or successful




•
 
may God speed you.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 take or be under the influence of an amphetamine drug




•
 
more kids than ever are speeding, tripping, and getting stoned.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at speed






quickly




•
 
a car flashed past them at speed.















2.
 
pick up speed






(of a vehicle) go faster; accelerate.









3.
 
up to speed





a.
 
operating at full speed.




b.
 
(of a person or company) performing at an anticipated rate or level.




c.
 
(of a person) fully informed or up to date




•
 
that reminds me to bring you up to speed on the soap opera.


















IV.
 
derivatives





speeder

 
/ˈspēdər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spēd

 (noun), 
spēdan

 (verb), from the Germanic base of Old English 
spōwan

 ‘prosper, succeed,’ a sense reflected in early usage.





speed bag






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small punching bag used by boxers for practicing quick punches.













speedball

 
/ˈspēdbôl/






noun






‹informal›

 a mixture of cocaine and heroin.













speedboat

 
/ˈspēdˌbōt/





I.
 
noun




a motorboat designed for high speed.








II.
 
derivatives





speedboating






noun





















speed breaker






noun






(Indian)

 a speed bump




•
 
speed breakers and bicycle paths can help reduce the accident rate.



















speed bump

 


‹Brit.›

 speed hump






noun




a ridge set in a road surface, typically at intervals, to control the speed of vehicles.













speed dating

 
/ /

 


‹trademark›

 SpeedDating






noun




an organized social activity in which people seeking romantic relationships have a series of short conversations with potential partners in order to determine whether there is mutual interest.













speed dial

 
/ˈspēd ˌdī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a function on some telephones that allows numbers to be entered into a memory and dialed using fewer buttons.








II.
 
verb

 — (
speed-dial

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dial (a telephone number) by using the speed dial function.













speedily

 
/ˈspēdəlē/






adverb




quickly or promptly




•
 
your claim will be dealt with as speedily as possible.



















speed limit

 
/ˈspēd ˌlimit/






noun




the maximum speed at which a vehicle may legally travel on a particular stretch of road.













speed merchant

 
/ˈspēd ˌmərCHənt/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a motorist who enjoys driving fast.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Baseball]

 a player noted for speed, such as a very fast base runner or a fastball pitcher.













speedo

 
/ˈspēdō/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 short for speedometer
 .




2.
 
(
Speedos

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 men's brief, tight swimming trunks.














speedometer

 
/spəˈdämidər/






noun




an instrument on a vehicle's dashboard indicating its speed.













speed-read

 
/ˈspēdrēd/





I.
 
verb




read rapidly by assimilating several phrases or sentences at once.








II.
 
derivatives





speed-reader






noun





















speed skating

 
//





I.
 
noun




a form of ice skating in which competitors race against each other, typically around an oval track.








II.
 
derivatives





speed skater






noun





















speedster

 
/ˈspēdstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person or thing that operates well at high speed, for example a fast car.













speed trap

 
/ˈspēd ˌtrap/






noun




an area of road in which hidden police detect vehicles exceeding a speed limit, typically by radar.













speed-up

 
/ˈspēd ˌəp/






noun




an increase in speed, especially in a person's or machine's rate of working.













speedway

 
/ˈspēdˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a stadium or track used for automobile or motorcycle racing.




2.
 
a highway for fast motor traffic.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a form of motorcycle racing on an oval dirt track, typically in a stadium.













speedwell

 
/ˈspēdˌwel/






noun




a small creeping herbaceous plant of north temperate regions, with small blue or pink flowers.

[Genus 
Veronica

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, including the 
germander speedwell

 .]













speedwriting

 
/ˈspēdˌrīdiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a form of shorthand using the letters of the alphabet.








II.
 
derivatives





speedwriter

 
/-tər /






noun





















speedy

 
/ˈspēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done or occurring quickly




•
 
a speedy recovery.










2.
 
moving quickly




•
 
a speedy center fielder.














II.
 
derivatives





speediness

 
/ˈspēdēnəs /






noun





















speedy trial






noun






[chiefly Law]

 a criminal trial held after minimal delay, as considered to be a citizen's constitutional right.













Speer, Albert

 
/spi(ə)r/






(1905–81), German architect and Nazi government official; designer of the Nuremberg stadium for the 1934 Nazi Party congress. He was also minister for armaments and munitions. Following the Nuremberg trials, he served 20 years in Spandau prison.









speiss

 
/spīs/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of impure arsenides and antimonides of nickel, cobalt, iron, and other metals, produced in the smelting of cobalt and other ores.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Speise

 ‘food, amalgam.’





Speke, John Hanning

 
/spēk/






(1827–64), English explorer. With Sir Richard Burton, he was the first European to visit Lake Tanganyika (1858). He also explored Lake Victoria, naming it in honor of the queen.









speleology

 
/ˌspēlēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study or exploration of caves.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
speleological

 
/ˌspēlēəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
speleologist

 
/ˌspēlēˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
spéléologie

 , via Latin from Greek 
spēlaion

 ‘cave.’





speleothem

 
/ˈspēlēəˌTHem/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a structure formed in a cave by the deposition of minerals from water, e.g., a stalactite or stalagmite.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
spēlaion

 ‘cave’ + 
thema

 ‘deposit.’






spell1


 
/spel/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or name the letters that form (a word) in correct sequence




•
 
Dolly spelled her name




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
journals have a house style about how to spell.










2.
 
(of letters) make up or form (a word)




•
 
the letters spell the word “how.”










3.
 
be recognizable as a sign or characteristic of




•
 
she had the chic, efficient look that spells Milan.










4.
 
lead to




•
 
the plans would spell disaster for the economy.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





spell something out





a.
 
speak the letters that form a word in sequence.




b.
 
explain something in detail




•
 
I'll spell out the problem again.


















III.
 
derivatives





spellable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espeller

 , from the Germanic base of spell
 2
 .






spell2


 
/spel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of words used as a magical charm or incantation.




2.
 
a state of enchantment caused by a magic spell




•
 
the magician may 
cast a spell on

 himself.










3.
 
an ability to control or influence people as though one had magical power over them




•
 
she is afraid that you are waking from her spell.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
under a spell






not fully in control of one's thoughts and actions, as though in a state of enchantment.









2.
 
under someone's spell






so devoted to someone that they seem to have magic power over one.















– origin

 Old English 
spel(l)

 ‘narration,’ of Germanic origin.





spell3


 
/spel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short period




•
 
I want to get away from racing for a spell.










2.
 
a period spent in an activity




•
 
a spell of greenhouse work.










3.
 
a period of a specified kind of weather




•
 
an early cold spell in autumn.










4.
 
a period of suffering from a specified kind of illness




•
 
she plunges off a yacht and suffers a spell of amnesia.










5.
 


(Austral.)

 a period of rest from work.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 allow (someone) to rest briefly by taking their place in some activity




•
 
I got sleepy and needed her to spell me for a while at the wheel.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 take a brief rest




•
 
I'll spell for a bit.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of dialect 
spele

 ‘take the place of,’ of unknown origin. The early sense of the noun was ‘shift of relief workers.’





spellbind

 
/ˈspelbīnd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold the complete attention of (someone) as though by magic; fascinate


(as 
adj.

 
spellbound

 )


•
 
the killer whale gave the spellbound audience a good soaking.














II.
 
derivatives





spellbinder

 
/ˈspelˌbīndər /






noun





















spellbinding

 
/ˈspelˌbīndiNG/





I.
 
adjective




holding one's attention completely as though by magic; fascinating




•
 
she told the spellbinding story of her life.














II.
 
derivatives





spellbindingly






adverb





















spellcheck

 
/ˈspelˌCHek/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
check the spelling in (a text) using a spellchecker.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a check of the spelling in a file of text using a spellchecker.




2.
 
a spellchecker.














spellchecker

 
/ˈspelˌCHekər/






noun




a computer program that checks the spelling of words in files of text, typically by comparison with a stored list of words.













speller

 
/ˈspelər/






noun

 — [with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 
a person who spells with a specified ability




•
 
a very weak speller.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a book for teaching spelling.




3.
 
another term for spellchecker
 .













spelling

 
/ˈspeliNG/






noun



1.
 
the process or activity of writing or naming the letters of a word.




2.
 
the way a word is spelled




•
 
the spelling of his name was influenced by French.










3.
 
a person's ability to spell words




•
 
her spelling was deplorable.



















spelling bee

 
/ˈspeliNG ˌbē/






noun




a spelling competition.













spelling checker






noun




another term for spellchecker
 .













spelt1


 
/spelt/








(chiefly Brit.)

 past and past participle of spell
 1
 .










spelt2


 
/spelt/





I.
 
noun




an old kind of wheat with bearded ears and spikelets that each contain two narrow grains, not widely grown but favored as a health food.

Compare with einkorn
 , emmer
 . [
Triticum spelta

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 late Old English, from Old Saxon 
spelta

 . The word was rare until the 16th cent., when it was readopted from Middle Dutch.





spelter

 
/ˈspeltər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
commercial crude smelted zinc.




2.
 
a solder or other alloy in which zinc is the main constituent.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: compare with Old French 
espeautre

 , Middle Dutch 
speauter

 ; related to pewter
 .






spelunking

 
/spəˈləNGkiNG/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the exploration of caves, especially as a hobby.








II.
 
derivatives





spelunker

 
/spəˈləNGkər /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from obsolete 
spelunk

 ‘cave’ (from Latin 
spelunca

 ) + -ing
 1
 .





spence

 
/spens/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a larder.











– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
despense

 , from Latin 
dispensa

 , feminine past participle of 
dispendere

 (see dispense
 ).





spencer1


 
/ˈspensər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, close-fitting jacket, worn by women and children in the early 19th century.




2.
 
a thin woolen vest, worn by women for extra warmth in winter.











– origin

 probably named after the second Earl 
Spencer

 (1758–1834), English politician.





spencer2


 
/ˈspensər/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 a boomless gaff sail on a square-rigged ship's foremast or mainmast (replaced in the mid 19th cent. by staysails).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Spencer, Herbert

 
/ˈspensər/






(1820–1903), English philosopher and sociologist. He sought to apply the theory of natural selection to human societies, developing social Darwinism and coining the phrase “survival of the fittest” in 1864.









Spencerian

 
/ˌspenˈsirēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a style of sloping handwriting widely taught in American schools from around 1850.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the US calligrapher Platt Rogers 
Spencer

 (1800–64) who developed it.






spend

 
/spend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay out (money) in buying or hiring goods or services




•
 
the firm has 
spent

 $100,000 
on

 hardware and software.










2.
 
pay out (money) for a particular person's benefit or for the improvement of something




•
 
the college 
spent

 $140 
on

 each of its students.










3.
 
used to show the activity in which someone is engaged or the place where they are living over a period of time




•
 
she spent a lot of time traveling.










4.
 
use or give out the whole of; exhaust




•
 
she couldn't buy any more because she had already spent her money




•
 
the initial surge of interest had 
spent itself

 .














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an amount of money paid for a particular purpose or over a particular period of time




•
 
the average spend at the cafe is about $10 a head.














III.
 
phrases





spend a penny








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 urinate (used euphemistically).

[with reference to the coin-operated locks of public toilets.]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spendable

 
/ˈspendəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
spender

 
/ˈspendər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spendan

 , from Latin 
expendere

 ‘pay out’; partly also a shortening of obsolete 
dispend

 , from Latin 
dispendere

 ‘pay out.’





Spender, Sir Stephen

 
/ˈspendər/






(1909–95), English poet and critic. In his critical work 
The Destructive Element

 (1935) he defended the importance of political subject matter in literature.









spending money

 
/spendiNG ˈmənē/






noun




money available to be spent on pleasures and entertainment.













spendthrift

 
/ˈspen(d)ˌTHrift/






noun




a person who spends money in an extravagant, irresponsible way.













spendy

 
/ˈspendē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 costing a great deal; expensive.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 spending a great deal of money; extravagant




•
 
that's not a real spendy crowd—they eat fast food.



















Spengler, Oswald

 
/ˈspeNGɡlər, ˈSHpeNG-/






(1880–1936), German philosopher. In his book 
The Decline of the West

 (1918–22) he argued that civilizations undergo a seasonal cycle of a thousand years and are subject to growth and decay analogous to biological species.









Spenser, Edmund

 
/ˈspensər/





I.
 
(
c.

 1552–99), English poet. He is best known for his allegorical romance 
The Faerie Queene

 (1590; 1596) that celebrated Queen Elizabeth I and was written in the Spenserian stanza.




II.
 
derivatives





Spenserian

 
/spenˈsi(ə)rēən /






adjective





















Spenserian stanza






noun




the stanza used by Spenser in 
The Faerie Queene

 , consisting of eight iambic pentameters and an alexandrine, with the rhyming scheme 
ababbcbcc

 .













spent

 
/spent/





I.
 
past and past participle of spend
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having been used and unable to be used again




•
 
a spent matchstick.










2.
 
having no power or energy left




•
 
the movement has become a spent force.




















sperm

 
/spərm/






noun



1.
 
short for spermatozoon
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 semen.

[late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
sperma

 ‘seed,’ from 
speirein

 ‘to sow.’]




3.
 
short for sperm whale
 .




4.
 
short for spermaceti
 or sperm oil
 .














spermaceti

 
/ˌspərməˈsedē/





I.
 
noun




a white waxy substance produced by the sperm whale, formerly used in candles and ointments. It is present in a rounded organ in the head, where it focuses acoustic signals and aids in the control of buoyancy.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin, from late Latin 
sperma

 ‘sperm’ + 
ceti

 ‘of a whale’ (genitive of 
cetus

 , from Greek 
kētos

 ‘whale’), from the belief that it was whale spawn.





spermatheca

 
/ˌspərməˈTHēkə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in a female or hermaphrodite invertebrate) a receptacle in which sperm is stored after mating.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin 
sperma

 ‘sperm’ + theca
 .





spermatic

 
/spərˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to sperm or semen.








II.
 
derivatives





spermatically






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
spermatikos

 , from 
sperma

 (see sperm
 ).





spermatic cord






noun




a bundle of nerves, ducts, and blood vessels connecting the testicles to the abdominal cavity.













spermatid

 
/ˈspərməˌtid/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 an immature male sex cell formed from a spermatocyte that can develop into a spermatozoon without further division.








II.
 
derivatives





spermatidal

 
/ˌspərməˈtīdl /






adjective






















spermato-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 relating to sperm or seeds




•
 
spermatophore




•
 
spermatozoid.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sperma

 , 
spermat-

 ‘sperm.’





spermatocyte

 
/spərˈmadəˌsīt/






noun






[Biology]

 a cell produced at the second stage in the formation of spermatozoa, formed from a spermatogonium and dividing by meiosis into spermatids.













spermatogenesis

 
/ˌspərmədəˈjenəsəs/






noun






[Biology]

 the production or development of mature spermatozoa.













spermatogonium

 
/spərˌmatəˈɡōnēəm, ˌspərmə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a cell produced at an early stage in the formation of spermatozoa, formed in the wall of a seminiferous tubule and giving rise by mitosis to spermatocytes.








II.
 
derivatives





spermatogonial

 
/-nēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sperm
 + modern Latin 
gonium

 (from Greek 
gonos

 ‘offspring, seed’).





spermatophore

 
/spərˈmadəˌfôr/






noun






[Zoology]

 a protein capsule containing a mass of spermatozoa, transferred during mating in various insects, arthropods, cephalopod mollusks, etc.














spermatophyte

 
/spərˈmadəˌfīt/






noun






[Botany]

 a plant of a large division that comprises those that bear seeds, including the gymnosperms and angiosperms.

[Division 
Spermatophyta

 .]














spermatozoid

 
/ˌspərmətəˈzoid, spərˌma-/






noun






[Botany]

 a motile male gamete produced by a lower plant or a gymnosperm.

Also called antherozoid
 .














spermatozoon

 
/ˌspərmədəˈzōən spərˌmadəˈzōən/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the mature motile male sex cell of an animal, by which the ovum is fertilized, typically having a compact head and one or more long flagella for swimming.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spermatozoal

 
/-zōəl /






adjective













2.
 
spermatozoan

 
/-ˈzōən /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sperma

 , 
spermat-

 ‘seed’ + 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





sperm bank

 
/spərm baNGk/






noun




a place where semen is kept in cold storage for use in artificial insemination.













sperm count

 
/spərm kount/






noun




a measure of the number of spermatozoa per ejaculation or per measured amount of semen, used as an indication of a man's fertility.













spermicide

 
/ˈspərməˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




a substance that kills spermatozoa, used as a contraceptive.








II.
 
derivatives





spermicidal

 
/ˌspərməˈsīdl /






adjective





















spermidine

 
/ˈspərməˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a colorless compound with a similar distribution and effect to spermine.

[A polyamine; chem. formula: H2
 N(CH2
 )3
 NH(CH2
 )4
 NH2
 .]











– origin

 1920s: from sperm
 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





spermine

 
/ˈspərmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a deliquescent compound that acts to stabilize various components of living cells and is widely distributed in living and decaying tissues.

[A polyamine; chem. formula: (H2
 N(CH2
 )3
 NH(CH2
 )2
 )2
 .]











– origin

 so called because first found in sperm.





spermo-






combining form




equivalent to spermato-
 .














sperm oil

 
/ˈspərm ˌoil/






noun




an oil found with spermaceti in the head of the sperm whale, used formerly as a lubricant.














sperm whale

 
/ˈspərm ˌwāl/





I.
 
noun




a toothed whale with a massive head, typically feeding at great depths on squid, formerly valued for the spermaceti and sperm oil in its head and the ambergris in its intestines.

[Family 
Physeteridae

 : two genera and three species, in particular the very large 
Physeter macrocephalus

 (also called cachalot
 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
sperm

 , abbreviation of spermaceti
 .





spesh

 
/speSH /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
adjective




special




•
 
I had a badge with my name on it, which was pretty spesh




•
 
anyone spesh in your life at the moment?




•
 
it was a present from a spesh friend.














II.
 
adverb




especially




•
 
this is my fave place, spesh when the sun shines.



















spessartine

 
/ˈspesərˌtēn/





I.
 
noun




a form of garnet containing manganese and aluminum, occurring as orange-red to dark brown crystals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from 
Spessart

 , the name of a district in northwestern Bavaria, Germany, + -ine
 4
 .





spew

 
/spyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expel large quantities of (something) rapidly and forcibly




•
 
buses were 
spewing out

 black clouds of exhaust.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be poured or forced out in large quantities




•
 
oil spewed out of the damaged tanker.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 vomit.








II.
 
derivatives





spewer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spīwan

 , 
spēowan

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
speien

 .





Spey

 
/spā/






a river in east central Scotland. Rising in the Grampian Mountains east of the Great Glen, it flows 108 mi. (171 km.) northeast to the North Sea.









SPF






abbreviation




sun protection factor (indicating the effectiveness of protective skin preparations).














sphagnum

 
/ˈsfaɡnəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the peat mosses.

[Genus 
Sphagnum

 , family 
Sphagnaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sphagnos

 , denoting a kind of moss.






sphalerite

 
/ˈsfaləˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a shiny mineral, yellow to dark brown or black in color, consisting of zinc sulfide.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sphaleros

 ‘deceptive’ + -ite
 1
 . Compare with blende
 .






sphene

 
/sfēn/





I.
 
noun




a greenish-yellow or brown mineral consisting of a silicate of calcium and titanium, occurring in granitic and metamorphic rocks in wedge-shaped crystals.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
sphène

 , from Greek 
sphēn

 ‘wedge.’






sphenoid

 
/ˈsfēnoid /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
noun




a compound bone that forms the base of the cranium, behind the eye and below the front part of the brain. It has two pairs of broad lateral “wings” and a number of other projections, and contains two air-filled sinuses.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the sphenoid bone.








III.
 
derivatives





sphenoidal

 
/sfēˈnoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
sphenoides

 , from Greek 
sphēnoeidēs

 , from 
sphēn

 ‘wedge.’





Sphenopsida

 
/sfiˈnäpsidə /

 

‹Botany›






I.
 
a class of pteridophyte plants that comprises the horsetails and their extinct relatives.




II.
 
derivatives





sphenopsid

 
/-sid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
sphēn

 ‘wedge’ + 
opsis

 ‘appearance.’






sphere

 
/sfir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round solid figure, or its surface, with every point on its surface equidistant from its center.




2.
 
an object having a round solid shape; a ball or globe.




3.
 
a globe representing the earth.




4.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a celestial body.




5.
 


‹literary›

 the sky perceived as a vault upon or in which celestial bodies are represented as lying.




6.
 
each of a series of revolving concentrically arranged spherical shells in which celestial bodies were formerly thought to be set in a fixed relationship.




7.
 
an area of activity, interest, or expertise; a section of society or an aspect of life distinguished and unified by a particular characteristic




•
 
political reforms to match those in the economic sphere




•
 
his new wife's skill in the domestic sphere.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 enclose in or as if in a sphere.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 form into a rounded or perfect whole.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
music (or harmony) of the spheres








‹chiefly literary›

 the natural harmonic tones supposedly produced by the movement of the celestial spheres or the bodies fixed in them.









2.
 
sphere of influence (or interest)





a.
 
a country or area in which another country has power to affect developments although it has no formal authority.




b.
 
a field or area in which an individual or organization has power to affect events and developments.












IV.
 
derivatives





spheral

 
/-əl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
espere

 , from late Latin 
sphera

 , earlier 
sphaera

 , from Greek 
sphaira

 ‘ball.’






-sphere





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting a structure or region of spherical form, especially a region around the earth




•
 
ionosphere.










2.
 
denoting an area of activity, section of society, etc., distinguished by a particular characteristic




•
 
blogosphere.

















– origin

 from sphere
 , on the pattern of 
(atmo)sphere

 .





spheric

 
/ˈsfirik, ˈsferɪk/





I.
 
adjective




spherical.








II.
 
derivatives





sphericity

 
/sfəˈrisədē /






noun





















spherical

 
/ˈsfirik(ə)l ˈsferik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaped like a sphere.




2.
 
of or relating to the properties of spheres.




3.
 
formed inside or on the surface of a sphere.








II.
 
derivatives





spherically






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sphairikos

 , from 
sphaira

 (see sphere
 ).





spherical aberration

 
/ˌsfirəkəl ˌabəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




a loss of definition in the image arising from the surface geometry of a spherical mirror or lens.













spherical angle

 
/ˈsfi(ə)rəkəl ˈsferəkəl ˈaNGɡəl/






noun




an angle formed by the intersection of two great circles of a sphere.













spherical coordinates

 
spherical polar coordinates






plural noun




three coordinates that define the location of a point in three-dimensional space. They are the length of its radius vector 
r

 , the angle 
θ

 between the vertical plane containing this vector and the 
x

 -axis, and the angle 
φ

 between this vector and the horizontal 
x–y

 plane.

[Usually written (
r, θ, φ

 ).]













spherical triangle

 
/ˈsfi(ə)rəkəl ˈsferəkəl ˈtrīˌaNGɡəl/






noun




a triangle formed by three arcs of great circles on a sphere.













spherical trigonometry






noun




the branch of trigonometry concerned with the measurement of the angles and sides of spherical triangles.













spheroid

 
/ˈsfirˌoid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spherelike but not perfectly spherical body.




2.
 
a solid generated by a half-revolution of an ellipse about its major axis (
prolate spheroid

 ) or minor axis (
oblate spheroid

 ).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spheroidal

 
/sfiˈroidl /






adjective













2.
 
spheroidicity

 
/ˌsfiroiˈdisədē /






noun





















spheroplast

 
/ˈsfi(ə)rəˌplast, ˈsfer-/






noun






[Biology]

 a bacterium or plant cell bound by its plasma membrane, the cell wall being deficient or lacking and the whole having a spherical form.














spherule

 
/ˈsfiro͞ol ˈsfeˌro͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a small sphere.








II.
 
derivatives





spherular

 
/-yo͝olər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
sphaerula

 , diminutive of Latin 
sphaera

 (see sphere
 ).





spherulite

 
/ˈsfi(ə)r(y)əˌlīt, ˈsfer-/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Geology]

 a small spheroidal mass of crystals (especially of a mineral) grouped radially around a point.








II.
 
derivatives





spherulitic

 
/ˌsfi(ə)r(y)əˈlitik, ˌsfer- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from spherule
 + -ite
 1
 .





sphincter

 
/ˈsfiNGktər/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a ring of muscle surrounding and serving to guard or close an opening or tube, such as the anus or the openings of the stomach.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sphincteral

 
/-əl /






adjective













2.
 
sphincteric

 
/ˌsfiNGkˈterik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
sphinktēr

 , from 
sphingein

 ‘bind tight.’





sphingid

 
/ˈsfinjid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a moth of the hawk moth family (
Sphingidae

 ).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Sphingidae

 (plural), from Greek 
Sphinx

 (see sphinx
 ).





sphingo-





I.
 
combining form




used in the names of various related compounds isolated from the brain and nervous tissue




•
 
sphingomyelin.

















– origin

 from Greek 
Sphinx

 , 
Sphing-

 ‘Sphinx,’ originally in 
sphingosine

 , with reference to the enigmatic nature of the compound.





sphingolipid

 
/ˌsfiNGɡōˈlipid/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of compounds that are fatty acid derivatives of sphingosine and occur chiefly in the cell membranes of the brain and nervous tissue.













sphingomyelin

 
/ˌsfiNGɡōˈmīələn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a substance that occurs widely in brain and nervous tissue, consisting of complex phosphoryl derivatives of sphingosine and choline.













sphingosine

 
/ˈsfiNGɡōsēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a basic compound that is a constituent of a number of substances important in the metabolism of nerve cells, especially sphingomyelins.

[A crystalline alcohol; chem. formula: C18
 H37
 NO2
 .]














sphinx

 
/sfiNGks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Sphinx

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 a winged monster of Thebes, having a woman's head and a lion's body. It propounded a riddle about the three ages of man, killing those who failed to solve it, until Oedipus was successful, whereupon the Sphinx committed suicide.




2.
 
(
the Sphinx

 )
 — an ancient Egyptian stone figure having a lion's body and a human or animal head, especially the huge statue near the Pyramids at Giza.




3.
 
(usu. 
sphinx

 )
 — an enigmatic or inscrutable person.




4.
 
(also 
sphinx moth

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 another term for hawk moth
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
Sphinx

 , apparently from 
sphingein

 ‘draw tight.’





sphinxlike

 
/ˈsfiNGksˌlīk/






adjective




difficult to interpret or understand; inscrutable




•
 
Hughes will forever remain a sphinxlike enigma




•
 
a sphinxlike smile.



















sp ht






abbreviation




specific heat.













sphygmo-





I.
 
combining form






[Physiology]

 of or relating to the pulse or pulsation




•
 
sphygmograph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sphugmos

 ‘pulse.’





sphygmograph

 
/ˈsfiɡməˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument that produces a line recording the strength and rate of a person's pulse.













sphygmomanometer

 
/ˌsfiɡmōməˈnämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring blood pressure, typically consisting of an inflatable rubber cuff that is applied to the arm and connected to a column of mercury next to a graduated scale, enabling the determination of systolic and diastolic blood pressure by increasing and gradually releasing the pressure in the cuff.








II.
 
derivatives





sphygmomanometry

 
/-mətrē /






noun





















Sphynx

 
/sfinNGsk/






noun




a cat of a hairless breed, originally from North America.













spic

 
/spik/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a contemptuous term for a Spanish-speaking person from Central or South America or the Caribbean.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of US slang 
spiggoty

 , in the same sense, of uncertain origin: perhaps an alteration of 
speak the

 in ‘no speak the English.’






spica

 
/ˈspīkə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bandage folded into a spiral arrangement resembling an ear of wheat or barley.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘spike, ear of corn’; related to 
spina

 ‘spine.’ The current sense is influenced by Greek 
stakhus

 ‘ear of wheat.’





Spica

 
/ˈspīkə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the brightest star in the constellation Virgo.







– origin

 Latin, literally ‘ear of wheat (in the hand of the goddess).’





spiccato

 
/spəˈkädō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
noun




a style of staccato playing on stringed instruments involving bouncing the bow on the strings.








II.
 
adjective, adverb




to be performed with spiccato.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘detailed, distinct.’





spice

 
/spīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aromatic or pungent vegetable substance used to flavor food, e.g., cloves, pepper, or mace




•
 
enjoy the taste and aroma of freshly ground spices.










2.
 
an element providing interest and excitement




•
 
healthy rivalry adds spice to the game.










3.
 
a russet color.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
spiced

 )


1.
 
flavor with spice




•
 
turbot with a spiced sauce.










2.
 
add an interesting or piquant quality to; make more exciting




•
 
she was probably adding details to 
spice up

 the story.

















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espice

 , from Latin 
species

 ‘sort, kind,’ in late Latin ‘wares.’





spicebush

 
/ˈspīsˌbo͝oSH/






noun




a North American shrub with aromatic leaves, bark, and fruit. The leaves were formerly used for a tea and the fruit as an allspice substitute.

[
Lindera benzoin

 , family 
Lauraceae

 .]













Spice Islands

 
/ˈspīs ˈˌīlən(d)z/






former name of Molucca Islands
 .










spick and span

 
/ˌspik ən ˈspan /

 
spic and span





I.
 
adjective




spotlessly clean and well looked after




•
 
I have to get my apartment spick and span.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘brand new’): from 
spick and span new

 , emphatic extension of dialect 
span new

 , from Old Norse 
spán-nýr

 , from 
spánn

 ‘chip’ + 
nýr

 ‘new’; 
spick

 influenced by Dutch 
spiksplinternieuw

 , literally ‘splinter new.’





spicule

 
/ˈspikyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a minute sharp-pointed object or structure that is typically present in large numbers, such as a fine particle of ice.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 each of the small needlelike or sharp-pointed structures of calcite or silica that make up the skeleton of a sponge.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 a short-lived, relatively small radial jet of gas in the chromosphere or lower corona of the sun.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spicular

 
/ˈspikyələr /






adjective













2.
 
spiculate

 
/ˈspikyələt /






adjective













3.
 
spiculation






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
spicula

 , 
spiculum

 , diminutives of 
spica

 ‘ear of grain.’





spicy

 
/ˈspīsē/






adjective




flavored with or fragrant with spice




•
 
pasta in a spicy tomato sauce.



















spider

 
/ˈspīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an eight-legged predatory arachnid with an unsegmented body consisting of a fused head and thorax and a rounded abdomen. Spiders have fangs that inject poison into their prey, and most kinds spin webs in which to capture insects.

[Order 
Araneae

 , class 
Arachnida

 .]




2.
 
used in names of arachnids similar or related to the spider, e.g., 
sea spider

 , 
sun spider

 .




3.
 
an object resembling a spider, especially one having numerous or prominent legs or radiating spokes.




4.
 
a cast-iron frying pan, originally made with legs for cooking on coals in a hearth.




5.
 
a long-legged rest for a billiard cue that can be placed over a ball without touching it.




6.
 


[Computing]

 another term for crawler
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a scuttling manner suggestive of a spider




•
 
a treecreeper spidered head first down the tree trunk.










2.
 
form a pattern suggestive of a spider or its web.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 another term for crawl
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 verb):




•
 
when the search engines spider your site they'll find all of the pages.














III.
 
derivatives





spiderish






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
spīthra

 , from 
spinnan

 (see spin
 ).





spider crab

 
/ˈspīdər krab/






noun




a crab with long thin legs and a compact pear-shaped body, which is camouflaged in some kinds by attached sponges and seaweed.

[
Majidae

 and other families, order 
Decapoda

 : 
Macropodia

 and other genera.]













spider flower






noun




a plant with clusters of flowers that have long protruding stamens or styles, giving the flower head a spiderlike appearance.

[● a South American plant (genus 
Cleome

 , family 
Capparidaceae

 , in particular 
C. hassleriana

 ). ● an Australian grevillea.]













spider hole






noun



1.
 
a trench or indentation used by a spider for rest or ambush.




2.
 
a small, rough excavation for concealing a person, as from an enemy.













spider lily






noun




a lily that typically has long slender petals or elongated petallike parts around the flower.

[
Hymenocallis

 and other genera, family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Amaryllidaceae

 ).]













spiderling

 
/ˈspīdərliNG/






noun




a young spider.













spiderman

 
/ˈspīdərˌman/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who works at great heights in building work.













spider mite






noun




an active plant-eating mite that resembles a minute spider and is frequently a serious garden and greenhouse pest.

[Family 
Tetranychidae

 : many species, in particular the 
red spider mite

 (
Tetranychus urticae

 ).]













spider monkey

 
/ˈspīdər ˈməNGkē/






noun




a South American monkey with very long limbs and a long prehensile tail.

[Genus 
Ateles

 , family 
Cebidae

 : four species.]













spider nevus

 
/ˈspīdər ˌnēvəs/






noun




a cluster of minute red blood vessels visible under the skin, occurring typically during pregnancy or as a symptom of certain diseases (e.g., cirrhosis or acne rosacea).













spider plant

 
/ˈspīdər plant/






noun




a plant of the lily family that has long narrow leaves with a central yellow or white stripe, native to southern Africa and popular as a houseplant.

[
Chlorophytum comosum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













spider veins






plural noun




dilated capillaries on the skin, resembling spider legs, and common among children and pregnant women.













spiderweb

 
/ˈspīdərweb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a web made by a spider.




2.
 
a thing resembling a spiderweb




•
 
the spiderweb of overhead transmission lines.










3.
 
a type of turquoise crisscrossed with fine dark lines.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with a pattern resembling a spiderweb




•
 
a glass block spiderwebbed with cracks.




















spiderwort

 
/ˈspīdərˌwərt ˈspīdərˌwôrt/






noun




an American plant whose flowers bear long hairy stamens.

[Genus 
Tradescantia

 , family 
Commelinaceae

 : several species, including the blue-flowered North American 
T. virginiana

 , from which many cultivars have been derived.]













spidery

 
/ˈspīdərē/






adjective




resembling a spider, especially having long, thin, angular lines like a spider's legs




•
 
the letters were written in a spidery hand.



















spiedie

 
/ˈspēdē/





I.
 
noun




an Italian-American dish consisting of marinated pieces of meat cooked on a skewer, and often served in a roll.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from Italian 
spiedi

 , plural of 
spiedo

 ‘spit, skewer,’ probably from Middle French 
espiet

 ‘spear,’ of Germanic origin.





spiegeleisen

 
/ˈspēɡəˌlīz(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of iron and manganese, used in steelmaking.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from 
Spiegel

 ‘mirror’ + 
Eisen

 ‘iron.’






spiel

 
/spēl SHpēl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a long or fast speech or story, typically one intended as a means of persuasion or as an excuse but regarded with skepticism or contempt by those who hear it




•
 
he delivers a breathless and effortless spiel in promotion of his new novel.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reel off; recite




•
 
he solemnly spieled all he knew.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — speak glibly or at length.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Spiel

 ‘a game.’





Spielberg, Steven

 
/ˈspēlˌbərɡ/






(1946–), US movie director and producer. His science-fiction and adventure movies such as 
Jaws

 (1975), 
ET

 (1982), 
Jurassic Park

 (1993), and 
Saving Private Ryan

 (1998) broke box-office records, while 
Schindler's List

 (1993) won seven Academy Awards.









spieler

 
/ˈspē(ə)lər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a glib or voluble speaker.




2.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 a gambler or swindler.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a gambling club.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Spieler

 ‘player’ (see spiel
 ).





spiff

 
/spif/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
spiff someone/something up

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make someone or something attractive, tidy, or stylish




•
 
he arrived all spiffed up in a dinner jacket.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: perhaps from dialect 
spiff

 ‘well-dressed.’





spiffing

 
/ˈspifiNG/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent; splendid




•
 
how spiffing you look!

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





spifflicate

 
/ˈspif(ə)ləˌkāt /

 
spiflicate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 treat roughly or severely; destroy




•
 
the mosquito was spifflicated.














II.
 
derivatives





spifflication

 
/ˌspifliˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: a fanciful formation.






spiffy

 
/ˈspifē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 smart in appearance




•
 
a spiffy new outfit.














II.
 
derivatives





spiffily

 
/ˈspifəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





spigot

 
/ˈspiɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small peg or plug, especially for insertion into the vent of a cask.




2.
 


(US)

 a faucet.




3.
 
a device for controlling the flow of liquid in a faucet.




4.
 
the plain end of a section of a pipe fitting into the socket of the next one.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps an alteration of Provençal 
espigou(n

 ), from Latin 
spiculum

 , diminutive of 
spicum

 , variant of 
spica

 (see spica
 ).






spike1


 
/spīk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin, pointed piece of metal, wood, or another rigid material.




2.
 
a large stout nail, especially one used to fasten a rail to a railroad tie.




3.
 
each of several metal points set into the sole of an athletic shoe to prevent slipping.




4.
 
(
spikes

 )
 — a pair of athletic shoes with metal points set into the sole.




5.
 
short for spike heel
 .




6.
 


‹informal›

 a hypodermic needle.




7.
 
a sharp increase in the magnitude or concentration of something




•
 
the oil price spike.










8.
 


[Electronics]

 a pulse of very short duration in which a rapid increase in voltage is followed by a rapid decrease.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impale on or pierce with a sharp point




•
 
she spiked another oyster.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 injure (a player) with the spikes on one's shoes.




3.
 
(of a newspaper editor) reject (a story) by or as if by filing it on a spike




•
 
the editors deemed the article in bad taste and spiked it.










4.
 
stop the progress of (a plan or undertaking); put an end to




•
 
he doubted they would spike the entire effort over this one negotiation.










5.
 


‹historical›

 render (a gun) useless by plugging up the vent with a spike.




6.
 
form into or cover with sharp points




•
 
his hair was matted and spiked with blood.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take on a sharp, pointed shape




•
 
lightning spiked across the sky.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — increase and then decrease sharply; reach a peak




•
 
oil prices would spike and fall again.










9.
 


‹informal›

 add alcohol or a drug to contaminate (drink or food) surreptitiously




•
 
she bought me an orange juice and spiked it with vodka.










10.
 
add sharp or pungent flavoring to (food or drink)




•
 
spike the liquid with lime or lemon juice.










11.
 
enrich (a nuclear reactor or its fuel) with a particular isotope.




12.
 
(in volleyball) hit (the ball) forcefully from a position near the net so that it moves downward into the opposite court.




13.
 


[Football]

 fling (the ball) forcefully to the ground, typically in celebration of a touchdown.











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
spiker

 , related to spoke
 1
 . The verb dates from the early 17th cent.






spike2


 
/spīk/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flower cluster formed of many flower heads attached directly to a long stem.

Compare with cyme
 , raceme
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an ear of corn): from Latin 
spica

 (see spica
 ).






spike heel

 
/spīk hēl/






noun




a high tapering heel on a woman's shoe.













spikelet

 
/ˈspīklit/






noun






[Botany]

 the basic unit of a grass flower, consisting of two glumes or outer bracts at the base and one or more florets above.













spikenard

 
/ˈspīknärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a costly perfumed ointment much valued in ancient times.




2.
 
the Himalayan plant of the valerian family that produces the rhizome from which this ointment was prepared.

[
Nardostachys grandiflora

 , family 
Valerianaceae

 .]




3.
 
a plant resembling spikenard in fragrance.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
spica nardi

 (see spike
 2
 , nard
 ), translating Greek 
nardostakhus

 .





spiky

 
/ˈspīkē /

 
spikey





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many spikes or sharp projecting points




•
 
a spiky cactus.










2.
 
resembling a spike or spikes




•
 
his hair was dark and spiky




•
 
wear pencil skirts with spikey heels.










3.
 


‹informal›

 easily offended or annoyed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spikily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
spikiness






noun






















spile

 
/spīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small wooden peg or spigot for stopping a cask.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small wooden or metal spout for tapping the sap from a sugar maple.




3.
 
a large, heavy timber driven into the ground to support a superstructure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 
‹dialect›

 broach (a cask) with a peg in order to draw off liquid.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German, ‘wooden peg’; 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun apparently an alteration of pile
 2
 .





spilite

 
/ˈspīlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an altered form of basalt, rich in albite and commonly amygdaloidal in texture, typical of basaltic lava solidified under water.








II.
 
derivatives





spilitic

 
/spīˈlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
spillite

 , from Greek 
spilos

 ‘spot, stain.’






spill1


 
/spil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or allow (liquid) to flow over the edge of its container, especially unintentionally




•
 
you'll spill that coffee if you're not careful




•
 


‹figurative›

 azaleas spilled cascades of flowers over the pathways.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) flow over the edge of its container




•
 
some of the wine spilled onto the floor




•
 


‹figurative›

 light spilled into the room from the landing.










3.
 
(with reference to the contents of something) empty out or be emptied out onto a surface


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
passengers' baggage had 
spilled out

 of the hold




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
injured cells tend to swell up and burst, spilling their contents.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a number of people) move out of somewhere quickly




•
 
students began to spill out of the building.










5.
 


‹informal›

 reveal (confidential information) to someone




•
 
he was reluctant to spill her address.










6.
 
cause (someone) to fall off a horse or bicycle




•
 
the horse was wrenched off course, spilling his rider.










7.
 


[Sailing]

 let (wind) out of a sail, typically by slackening the sheets.




8.
 


(Brit.)

 (in the context of ball games) drop (the ball).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of liquid that has spilled or been spilled




•
 
a 25-ton oil spill




•
 
wipe up spills immediately




•
 


‹figurative›

 their shifting spill of lantern-light.










2.
 
an instance of a liquid spilling or being spilled




•
 
he was absolved from any blame for the oil spill.










3.
 
a fall from a horse or bicycle




•
 
Granddad took a spill while riding the bay mare.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
spill the beans








‹informal›

 reveal secret information unintentionally or indiscreetly.









2.
 
spill (someone's) blood






kill or wound people.









3.
 
spill one's guts








‹informal›

 reveal copious information to someone in an uninhibited way.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





spill over






(of a bad situation or strong emotion) reach a point at which it can no longer be controlled or contained




•
 
years of frustration 
spilled over into

 violence.


















V.
 
derivatives





spiller

 
/ˈspilər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spillan

 ‘kill, destroy, waste, shed (blood)’; of unknown origin.






spill2


 
/spil/





I.
 
noun




a thin strip of wood or paper used for lighting a fire, candle, pipe, etc.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘sharp fragment of wood’): obscurely related to spile
 . The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





spillage

 
/ˈspilij/






noun




the action of causing or allowing a liquid to spill, or liquid spilled in this way




•
 
accidents involving chemical spillage




•
 
oil spillages at sea.



















Spillane, Mickey

 
/spəˈlān/






(1918–2006), US writer; pseudonym of 
Frank Morrison Spillane

 . His popular detective novels, many of which feature private detective Mike Hammer, include 
My Gun Is Quick

 (1950) and 
The Big Kill

 (1951).









spillikin

 
/ˈspiləkin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
spillikins

 )
 — another term for jackstraws
 .




2.
 
a splinter or fragment.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from spill
 2
 + -kin
 .





spillover

 
/ˈspilˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
an instance of overflowing or spreading into another area




•
 
there has been a spillover into public schools of the ethos of private schools.










2.
 
a thing that spreads or has spread into another area




•
 
the village was a spillover from a neighboring, larger village.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an unexpected consequence, repercussion, or byproduct




•
 
the spillover effect of the quarrel.



















spillway

 
/ˈspilˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a passage for surplus water from a dam.




2.
 
a natural drainage channel cut by water from melting glaciers or ice fields.













spilt

 
/spilt/






past and past participle of spill
 1
 .









spilth

 
/spilTH/






noun






‹archaic›

 the action of spilling; material that is spilled.














spin

 
/spin/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
turn or cause to turn or whirl around quickly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the girl 
spun around

 in alarm




•
 
the rear wheels spun violently




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he fiddled with the radio, spinning the dial.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's head) give a sensation of dizziness




•
 
the figures were enough to make her head spin.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Cricket]

 impart a revolving motion to (a ball) when bowling.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ball) move through the air with a revolving motion.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give (a news story or other information) a particular interpretation, especially a favorable one.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shape (sheet metal) by pressure applied during rotation on a lathe


(as 
adj.

 
spun

 )


•
 
spun metal components.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw out (wool, cotton, or other material) and convert it into threads, either by hand or with machinery




•
 
they 
spin

 wool 
into

 the yarn for weaving




•
 (as 
adj.

 
spun

 )
 
spun glass.










8.
 
make (threads) by drawing out and twisting fibers




•
 
this method is used to spin filaments from syrups.










9.
 
(of a spider or a silkworm or other insect) produce (gossamer or silk) or construct (a web or cocoon) by extruding a fine viscous thread from a special gland.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — fish with a spinner




•
 
they were spinning for salmon in the lake.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rapid turning or whirling motion




•
 
he concluded the dance with a double spin.










2.
 
revolving motion imparted to a ball in a game such as baseball, cricket, tennis, or billiards




•
 
this racket enables the player to impart more spin to the ball.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a particular bias, interpretation, or point of view, intended to create a favorable (or sometimes, unfavorable) impression when presented to the public




•
 
he tried to put a positive spin on the president's campaign.










4.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an uncontrolled fast revolving descent of an aircraft, resulting from a stall




•
 
he tried to stop the plane from 
going into a spin

 .










5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹trademark›

 short for spinning
 2
 :




•
 
an hour-long spin class




•
 
spin can be tough but it's the best cardio/muscle workout.










6.
 


[Physics]

 the intrinsic angular momentum of a subatomic particle.




7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a brief trip in a vehicle for pleasure




•
 
a spin around town.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
spin one's wheels








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 waste one's time or efforts.









2.
 
spin a yarn






tell a long, far-fetched story.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
spin something off






(of a parent company) turn a subsidiary into a new and separate company.









2.
 
spin out








(N. Amer.)

 (of a driver or car) lose control, especially in a skid.









3.
 
spin something out





a.
 
make something last as long as possible




•
 
they seem keen to spin out the debate through their speeches and interventions.










b.
 
spend or occupy time aimlessly or without profit




•
 
Shane and Mary played games to spin out the afternoon.





















– origin

 Old English 
spinnan

 ‘draw out and twist (fiber)’; related to German 
spinnen

 . The noun dates from the mid 19th cent.





spina bifida

 
/ˌspīnə ˈbifədə/





I.
 
noun




a congenital defect of the spine in which part of the spinal cord and its meninges are exposed through a gap in the backbone. It often causes paralysis of the lower limbs, and sometimes mental handicap.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin (see spine
 , bifid
 ).





spinach

 
/ˈspiniCH/





I.
 
noun




a widely cultivated edible Asian plant of the goosefoot family, with large, dark green leaves that are eaten raw or cooked as a vegetable.

[
Spinacia oleracea

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





spinachy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old French 
espinache

 , via Arabic from Persian 
aspānāḵ

 .





spinal

 
/ˈspīnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the spine




•
 
spinal injuries.










2.
 
relating to or forming the central axis or backbone of something




•
 
the building of a new spinal road.














II.
 
derivatives





spinally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
spinalis

 , from Latin 
spina

 (see spine
 ).





spinal canal

 
/ˈspīnl kəˈnal/






noun




a cavity that runs successively through each of the vertebrae and contains the spinal cord.














spinal column

 
/ˈspīnl ˈkäləm/






noun




the spine; the backbone.













spinal cord

 
/ˌspīnl ˈkôrd/






noun




the cylindrical bundle of nerve fibers and associated tissue that is enclosed in the spine and connects nearly all parts of the body to the brain, with which it forms the central nervous system.













spinal tap

 
/ˈspīnl tap/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for lumbar puncture
 .













spindle

 
/ˈspindl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender rounded rod with tapered ends used in hand spinning to twist and wind thread from a mass of wool or flax held on a distaff.




2.
 
a pin or rod used on a spinning wheel to twist and wind the thread.




3.
 
a pin bearing the bobbin of a spinning machine.




4.
 
a measure of length for yarn, equal to 15,120 yards (13,826 m) for cotton or 14,400 yards (13,167 m) for linen.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a pointed metal rod on a base, used to impale paper items for temporary filing.




6.
 
a turned piece of wood used as a banister or chair leg.




7.
 
a rod or pin serving as an axis that revolves or on which something revolves.




8.
 
the vertical rod at the center of a record turntable that keeps the record in place during play.




9.
 


[Biology]

 a slender mass of microtubules formed when a cell divides. At metaphase, the chromosomes become attached to it by their centromeres before being pulled toward its ends.




10.
 
(also 
spindle tree

 )
 — a shrub or small tree with slender toothed leaves and pink capsules containing bright orange seeds. The hard timber was formerly used for making spindles.

[Genus 
Euonymus

 , family 
Celastraceae

 : several species, in particular the Eurasian 
E. europaeus

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impale (a piece of paper) on a metal spindle for temporary filing purposes




•
 
do not fold, spindle, or mutilate.

















– origin

 Old English 
spinel

 , from the base of the verb spin
 .





spindle cell






noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a narrow, elongated cell indicating the presence of a type of sarcoma.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 a narrow, elongated cell present in the blood of most nonmammalian vertebrates, functioning as a platelet.













spindle legs

 
spindleshanks





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
long thin legs.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — a person with long thin legs.








II.
 
derivatives





spindle-legged






adjective





















spindle-shaped

 
/ˈspindlˌSHāpt/






adjective




having a circular cross section and tapering toward each end.













spindly

 
/ˈspin(d)lē/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or limb) long or tall and thin




•
 
spindly arms and legs.










2.
 
(of a thing) thin and weak or insubstantial in construction




•
 
spindly chairs.




















spin doctor

 
/ˈspin ˌdäktər/






noun






‹informal›

 a spokesperson employed to give a favorable interpretation of events to the media, especially on behalf of a political party.













spin-down

 
/ˈspinˌdoun/






noun




a decrease in the speed of rotation of a spinning object, in particular a heavenly body or a computer disk.













spindrift

 
/ˈspindrift/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
spray blown from the crests of waves by the wind.




2.
 
driving snow or sand.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally Scots): variant of 
spoondrift

 , from archaic 
spoon

 ‘run before wind or sea’ + the noun drift
 .





spin dryer

 
/spin ˈdrī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a machine for drying wet clothes by spinning them in a revolving perforated drum.








II.
 
derivatives





spin-dry

 
/ˈspin ˈˌdrī /






verb






















spine

 
/spīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of vertebrae extending from the skull to the small of the back, enclosing the spinal cord and providing support for the thorax and abdomen; the backbone.




2.
 
a thing's central feature or main source of strength




•
 
players who will form the spine of our team.










3.
 
resolution or strength of character.




4.
 
the part of a book's jacket or cover that encloses the inner edges of the pages, facing outward when the book is on a shelf and typically bearing the title and the author's name.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 any hard pointed defensive projection or structure, such as a prickle of a hedgehog, a spikelike projection on a sea urchin, a sharp ray in a fish's fin, or a spike on the stem of a plant.




6.
 


[Geology]

 a tall mass of viscous lava extruded from a volcano.








II.
 
derivatives





spined






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
broken-spined paperbacks

























– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espine

 , or from Latin 
spina

 ‘thorn, prickle, backbone.’






spine-chiller

 
/ˈspīn ˌCHilər/






noun




a story or movie that inspires terror and excitement.













spine-chilling

 
/ˈspīn ˌCHiliNG/






adjective




inspiring terror or terrified excitement




•
 
a spine-chilling silence.



















spinel

 
/spəˈnel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard glassy mineral occurring as octahedral crystals of variable color and consisting chiefly of magnesium and aluminum oxides.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 any of a class of oxides including this, containing aluminum and another metal and having the general formula MAl2
 O4
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
spinelle

 , from Italian 
spinella

 , diminutive of 
spina

 ‘thorn.’





spineless

 
/ˈspīnləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no spine or backbone; invertebrate.




2.
 
lacking resolution; weak and purposeless




•
 
a spineless coward.










3.
 
(of an animal or plant) lacking spines




•
 
spineless forms of prickly pear have been selected.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spinelessly

 
/ˈspīnləslē /






adverb













2.
 
spinelessness

 
/ˈspīnləsnəs /






noun





















spinel ruby






noun




a deep red variety of spinel, often of gem quality.













spinet

 
/ˈspinit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small harpsichord with the strings set obliquely to the keyboard, popular in the 18th century.




2.
 


(US)

 a type of small upright piano.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: shortening of obsolete French 
espinette

 , from Italian 
spinetta

 ‘virginal, spinet,’ diminutive of 
spina

 ‘thorn’ (see spine
 ), the strings being plucked by quills.





spine-tingling

 
/ˈspīn ˌtiNGɡ(ə)liNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 thrilling or pleasurably frightening




•
 
a spine-tingling adventure.



















Spingarn, Joel Elias

 
/ˈspinˌɡärn/






(1875–1939), US writer, critic, and social reformer. A founder of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909, he established the Spingarn Medal, given annually to an African American for exceptional achievement, in 1913. He was also a founder of Harcourt, Brace & Co. in 1919 and worked as its literary adviser until 1924.









spinmeister

 
/ˈspinˌmīstər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 another term for spin doctor
 .











– origin

 1990s: from 
spin

 + 
-meister

 .






spinnaker

 
/ˈspinəkər/





I.
 
noun




a large three-cornered sail, typically bulging when full, set forward of the mainsail of a yacht when running before the wind.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently a fanciful formation from 
Sphinx

 , the name of the yacht first using it, perhaps influenced by spanker
 .





spinner

 
/ˈspinər/






noun



1.
 
a person occupied in making thread by spinning.




2.
 
a person or thing that spins.




3.
 
(also 
spinnerbait

 )
 — 

[Fishing]

 a lure designed to revolve when pulled through the water.




4.
 
a type of fishing fly, used chiefly for trout.




5.
 
a metal fairing that is attached to and revolves with the propeller boss of an aircraft in order to streamline it.













spinner dolphin






noun




a dolphin of warm seas that has a long slender beak and is noted for rotating several times while leaping into the air.

[Genus 
Stenella

 , family 
Delphinidae

 : two species, in particular 
S. longirostris

 .]













spinneret

 
/ˈspinəret/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 any of a number of different organs through which the silk, gossamer, or thread of spiders, silkworms, and certain other insects is produced.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (in the production of man-made fibers) a cap or plate with a number of small holes through which a fiber-forming solution is forced.













spinney

 
/ˈspinē/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a small area of trees and bushes.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: shortening of Old French 
espinei

 , from an alteration of Latin 
spinetum

 ‘thicket,’ from 
spina

 ‘thorn.’





spinning1


 
/ˈspiniNG/






noun




the action or process of converting fibers into thread or yarn.














spinning2


 
/ˈspiniNG/






noun






‹trademark›

 an intense form of aerobic exercise performed on stationary exercise bikes and led by an instructor who sets the constantly varying pace.














spinning jenny






noun






‹historical›

 a machine for spinning with more than one spindle at a time, patented by James Hargreaves in 1770.













spinning wheel

 
/ˈspiniNG ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




an apparatus for spinning yarn or thread, with a spindle driven by a wheel attached to a crank or treadle.













spinny

 
/ˈspinē/






adjective






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 insane; crazy.














spin-off

 
spinoff






noun



1.
 
a byproduct or incidental result of a larger project




•
 
the commercial spin-off from defense research.










2.
 
a product marketed by its association with a popular television program, movie, personality, etc.


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
spin-off merchandising.










3.
 
a subsidiary of a parent company that has been sold off, creating a new company.













Spinone

 
/spiˈnōnē/





I.
 
noun




a wire-haired gun dog of an Italian breed, typically white with brown markings, drooping ears, and a docked tail.











– origin

 1940s: Italian.





spinose

 
/ˈspīnōs /

 
spinous






adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having spines; spiny




•
 
spinose forms will need care in collecting.



















spin-out

 
/ˈspinˌout/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for spin-off
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a skidding spin by a vehicle out of control.














Spinoza, Baruch de

 
/spiˈnōzə/





I.
 
(1632–77), Dutch philosopher; full name 
Baruch or Benedict de Spinoza

 . Spinoza espoused a pantheistic system, seeing “God or nature” as a single infinite substance, with mind and matter being two incommensurable ways of conceiving the one reality.




II.
 
derivatives





Spinozistic

 
/ˌspinəˈzistik /






adjective





















Spinozism

 
/spəˈnōˌzizəm/






noun




the theories and views proposed by the Dutch philosopher Baruch de Spinoza




•
 
the doctrine of this philosopher differed little from Spinozism.



















Spinozist

 
/spəˈnōzəst/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Dutch philosopher Baruch de Spinoza or his ideas




•
 
the Spinozist critique of religion and materialism.














II.
 
noun




a person who supports the theories of the Dutch philosopher Baruch de Spinoza




•
 
he was a Spinozist through and through.



















spin room






noun






(US)

 a designated area where journalists conduct interviews with politicians or their representatives after a debate or other political event




•
 
he rushed over to the spin room where he tried to make light of what he had done.



















spin-stabilized

 
/ˌspinˈstābəˌlīzd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a satellite or spacecraft) stabilized in a desired orientation by being made to rotate about an axis.








II.
 
derivatives





spin-stabilization






noun





















spinster

 
/ˈspinstər/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 an unmarried woman, typically an older woman beyond the usual age for marriage.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spinsterhood

 
/ˈspinstərˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
spinsterish

 
/ˈspinst(ə)riSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘woman who spins’): from the verb spin
 + -ster
 ; in early use the term was appended to names of women to denote their occupation. The current sense dates from the early 18th cent. / 
usage:

 The development of the word 
spinster

 is a good example of the way in which a word acquires strong connotations to the extent that it can no longer be used in a neutral sense. From the 17th century, the word was appended to names as the official legal description of an unmarried woman: Elizabeth Harris of Boston, 
Spinster

 . This type of use survives today only in some legal and religious contexts. In modern everyday English, however, 
spinster

 cannot be used to mean simply ‘unmarried woman’; as such, it is a derogatory term, referring or alluding to a stereotype of an older woman who is unmarried, childless, prissy, and repressed.





spinthariscope

 
/spinˈTHerəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an instrument that shows the incidence of alpha particles by flashes on a fluorescent screen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
spintharis

 ‘spark’ + -scope
 .





spin-the-bottle






noun




a party game in which players take turns spinning a bottle lying flat, and then kiss the person to whom the bottle neck points on stopping.













spinto

 
/ˈspin(t)ō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lyric soprano or tenor voice of powerful dramatic quality.




2.
 
a singer with a spinto voice.











– origin

 1950s: Italian, literally ‘pushed,’ past participle of 
spingere

 ‘push.’





spintronics

 
/ˌspinˈträniks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a field of electronics in which electron spin is manipulated to yield a desired outcome.








II.
 
derivatives





spintronic






adjective






•
 
a spintronic transistor that could play a major role in the quest for quantum computing



























spinulose

 
/ˈspīnyəˌlōs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having small spines.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
spinulosus

 , from 
spinula

 , diminutive of 
spina

 ‘thorn, spine.’





spiny

 
/ˈspīnē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of or covered with prickles




•
 
a spiny cactus.










2.
 


‹informal›

 difficult to understand or handle




•
 
a spiny problem.














II.
 
derivatives





spininess

 
/ˈspīnēnəs /






noun






















spiny anteater

 
/ˈspīnē ˈan(t)ˌēdər/






noun




another term for echidna
 .













spiny dogfish






noun




a large white-spotted gray dogfish with venomous spines in front of the dorsal fins. It occurs in the North Atlantic and the Mediterranean, often in large shoals.

[
Squalus acanthias

 , family 
Squalidae

 .]














spiny lobster

 
/ˈspīnē ˈläbstər/






noun




a large edible crustacean with a spiny shell and long heavy antennae, but lacking the large claws of true lobsters.

[Family 
Palinuridae

 : several genera and species, in particular 
Palinuris vulgaris

 of European waters, and the 
California spiny lobster

 (
Panulirus interruptus

 ).]













spiny mouse






noun




a mouse that has spines mixed with the hair on its back, native to Africa and southwestern Asia.

[Genus 
Acomys

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species.]













spiracle

 
/ˈspirəkəl ˈspīrəkəl/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an external respiratory opening, especially each of a number of pores on the body of an insect, or each of a pair of vestigial gill slits behind the eye of a cartilaginous fish.








II.
 
derivatives





spiracular

 
/spəˈrakyələr spīˈrakyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
spiraculum

 , from 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





spiral

 
/ˈspīrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
winding in a continuous and gradually widening (or tightening) curve, either around a central point on a flat plane or about an axis so as to form a cone




•
 
a spiral pattern.










2.
 
winding in a continuous curve of constant diameter about a central axis, as though along a cylinder; helical.




3.
 
(of a staircase) constantly turning in one direction as it rises, around a solid or open center.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a fracture) curving around a long bone lengthwise.




5.
 
short for spiral-bound
 :




•
 
a spiral notebook.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spiral curve, shape, or pattern




•
 
he spotted a spiral of smoke.










2.
 
a spiral spring.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 short for spiral galaxy
 .




4.
 
a progressive rise or fall of prices, wages, etc., each responding to an upward or downward stimulus provided by a previous one




•
 
an inflationary spiral.










5.
 
a process of deterioration through the continuous increase or decrease of a specified feature




•
 
a downward spiral of sex and drink.










6.
 


[Football]

 a pass or kick that moves smoothly through the air while spinning on its long axis.








III.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a spiral course




•
 
a wisp of smoke spiraled up from the trees.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to have a spiral shape or follow a spiral course




•
 
spiral the bandage around the injured limb.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — show a continuous and dramatic increase




•
 
inflation continued to spiral




•
 (as 
adj.

 
spiraling

 )
 
he needed to relax after the spiraling tensions of the day.










4.
 
(
spiral down/downward

 )
 — decrease or deteriorate continuously




•
 
he expects the figures to spiral down further.














IV.
 
derivatives





spirally

 
/ˈspīrəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): from medieval Latin 
spiralis

 , from Latin 
spira

 ‘coil’ (see spire
 2
 ).






spiral-bound

 
/ˈspīrəl bound/






adjective




(of a book or notepad) bound with a wire or plastic spiral threaded through a row of holes along one edge.














spiral galaxy

 
/ˈspīrəl ˈɡaləksē/






noun




a galaxy in which the stars and gas clouds are concentrated mainly in one or more spiral arms.













spirant

 
/ˈspīrənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a consonant) uttered with a continuous expulsion of breath.








II.
 
noun




a spirant consonant; a fricative.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spirantization

 
/ˌspīrəntəˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
spirantize

 
/-ˌtīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
spirant-

 ‘breathing,’ from the verb 
spirare

 .





spire1


 
/ˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tapering conical or pyramidal structure on the top of a building, typically a church tower.




2.
 
the continuation of a tree trunk above the point where branching begins, especially in a tree of a tapering form.




3.
 
a long tapering object




•
 
spires of delphiniums.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spired






adjective













2.
 
spiry

 
/ˈspī(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
spīr

 ‘tall slender stem of a plant’; related to German 
Spier

 ‘tip of a blade of grass.’






spire2


 
/ˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the upper tapering part of the spiral shell of a gastropod mollusk, comprising all but the whorl containing the body.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the general sense ‘a spiral’): from French, or via Latin from Greek 
speira

 ‘a coil.’





spirea

 
/spīˈrēə /

 
spiraea





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a shrub of the rose family, with clusters of small white or pink flowers. Found throughout the northern hemisphere, it is widely cultivated as a garden ornamental.

[Genus 
Spiraea

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
speiraia

 , from 
speira

 ‘a coil.’





spireme

 
/ˈspīrēm /

 
spirem





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 
‹dated›

 the tangled strands of chromosomal material seen in the early stages of cell division, formerly believed to be a single continuous strand (or two in a diploid cell, etc.).











– origin

 from German 
spirem

 , from Greek ‘coil,’ ‘convolution.’





spire shell






noun




a marine or freshwater mollusk with a long conical spiral shell.

[
Hydrobiidae

 and related families, class 
Gastropoda

 .]













spirillum

 
/spīˈriləm/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium with a rigid spiral structure, found in stagnant water and sometimes causing disease.

[Genus 
Spirillum

 ; Gram-negative.]











– origin

 modern Latin, irregular diminutive of Latin 
spira

 ‘a coil.’






spirit

 
/ˈspirit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the nonphysical part of a person that is the seat of emotions and character; the soul




•
 
we seek a harmony between body and spirit.










2.
 
the nonphysical part of a person regarded as a person's true self and as capable of surviving physical death or separation




•
 
a year after he left, his spirit is still present.










3.
 
the nonphysical part of a person manifested as an apparition after their death; a ghost.




4.
 
a supernatural being




•
 
shrines to nature spirits.










5.
 
(
the Spirit

 )
 — short for Holy Spirit
 .




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a highly refined substance or fluid thought to govern vital phenomena.




7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — those qualities regarded as forming the definitive or typical elements in the character of a person, nation, or group or in the thought and attitudes of a particular period




•
 
the university is a symbol of the nation's egalitarian spirit.










8.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person identified with their most prominent mental or moral characteristics or with their role in a group or movement




•
 
he was a leading spirit in the conference.










9.
 
a specified emotion or mood, especially one prevailing at a particular time




•
 
I hope the team will build on this 
spirit of

 confidence.










10.
 
(
spirits

 )
 — a person's mood




•
 
the warm weather lifted everyone's spirits after the winter.










11.
 
the quality of courage, energy, and determination or assertiveness




•
 
his visitors admired his spirit and good temper.










12.
 
the attitude or intentions with which someone undertakes or regards something




•
 
he confessed in a spirit of self-respect, not defiance.










13.
 
the real meaning or the intention behind something as opposed to its strict verbal interpretation




•
 
the rule had been broken in spirit if not in letter.










14.
 
(usu. 
spirits

 )
 — strong distilled liquor such as brandy, whiskey, gin, or rum.




15.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a volatile liquid, especially a fuel, prepared by distillation




•
 
aviation spirit.










16.
 


‹archaic›

 a solution of volatile components extracted from something, typically by distillation or by solution in alcohol




•
 


spirits of

 turpentine.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convey rapidly and secretly




•
 
stolen cows were 
spirited away

 some distance to prevent detection.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
enter into the spirit






join wholeheartedly in an event, especially one of celebration and festivity




•
 
he 
entered into the spirit of

 the occasion by dressing as a Pierrot.















2.
 
in (or in the) spirit






in thought or intention though not physically




•
 
he couldn't be here in person, but he is with us in spirit.















3.
 
out of spirits






sad; discouraged




•
 
I was too tired and out of spirits to eat or drink much.















4.
 
the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak








‹proverb›

 someone has good intentions but fails to live up to them.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 26:41.]









5.
 
when the spirit moves someone






when someone feels inclined to do something




•
 
he can be quite candid when the spirit moves him.







[a phrase originally in Quaker use, with reference to the Holy Spirit.]









6.
 
the spirit world






(in animistic and occult belief) the nonphysical realm in which disembodied spirits have their existence.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





spirit someone up








‹archaic›

 stimulate, animate, or cheer up someone.















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
spiritus

 ‘breath, spirit,’ from 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





spirited

 
/ˈspiridəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of energy, enthusiasm, and determination




•
 
a spirited campaigner for women's rights.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a specified character, outlook on life, or mood




•
 
he was a warmhearted, generous-spirited man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spiritedly

 
/ˈspirididlē /






adverb













2.
 
spiritedness

 
/ˈspirididnəs /






noun





















spirit gum

 
/ˈspirit ɡəm/






noun




a quick-drying solution of gum, chiefly used by actors to attach false hair to their faces.













spiritism

 
/ˈspirəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for spiritualism
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spiritist

 
/ˈspirədəst /






adjective, noun













2.
 
spiritistic

 
/ˌspirəˈtistik /






adjective





















spirit lamp






noun




a lamp burning volatile spirits, especially methylated spirits, instead of oil.













spiritless

 
/ˈspiritləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking courage, vigor, or vivacity




•
 
Ruth and I played a spiritless game of Scrabble.










2.
 
depressed, downcast, or melancholy




•
 
over the course of just one summer, our irrepressible Michael had become dark and spiritless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spiritlessly

 
/ˈspiritləslē /






adverb













2.
 
spiritlessness

 
/ˈspiritləsnəs /






noun






















spirit level






noun




another term for level
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













spirit of wine

 
spirits of wine






noun






‹archaic›

 purified alcohol.













spiritous

 
/ˈspiridəs/






adjective




another term for spirituous
 .













spirits of salt






noun




archaic term for hydrochloric acid
 .













spiritual

 
/ˈspiriCH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or affecting the human spirit or soul as opposed to material or physical things




•
 
I'm responsible for his spiritual welfare




•
 
the spiritual values of life.










2.
 
(of a person) not concerned with material values or pursuits.




3.
 
of or relating to religion or religious belief




•
 
the tribe's spiritual leader.














II.
 
noun




a religious song of a kind associated with black Christians of the southern US, and thought to derive from the combination of European hymns and African musical elements by black slaves.








III.
 
phrases





one's spiritual home






a place in which one feels a profound sense of belonging




•
 
I had always thought of Italy as my spiritual home.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spirituality

 
/ˌspiriCHəˈwalədē /






noun













2.
 
spiritually

 
/ˈspiriCH(əw)əlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
spirituel

 , from Latin 
spiritualis

 , from 
spiritus

 (see spirit
 ).





spiritualism

 
/ˈspiriCH(o͞o)əˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of belief or religious practice based on supposed communication with the spirits of the dead, especially through mediums.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that the spirit exists as distinct from matter, or that spirit is the only reality.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spiritualist

 
/ˈspiriCH(əw)ələst /






noun













2.
 
spiritualistic

 
/ˌspiriCH(o͞o)əˈlistik /






adjective





















spiritualize

 
/ˈspiriCH(əw)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
elevate to a spiritual level.








II.
 
derivatives





spiritualization

 
/ˌspiriCH(o͞o)ələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌspiriCH(o͞o)əˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















spirituous

 
/ˈspiriCHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 containing much alcohol; distilled




•
 
spirituous beverages.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘spirited, lively’): from Latin 
spiritus

 ‘spirit’ + -ous
 , or from French 
spiritueux

 .





spiritus

 
/ˈspiridəs/






noun




Latin term for breath
 , often used figuratively to mean spirit.













spiritus rector

 
/ˌspirito͞os ˈrektər/





I.
 
noun




a ruling or directing spirit.











– origin

 Latin.






spiro-1






I.
 
combining form



1.
 
spiral; in a spiral




•
 
spirochete.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting a molecule with two rings with one atom common to both




•
 
spironolactone.

















– origin

 from Latin 
spira

 , Greek 
speira

 ‘a coil.’





spiro-2






I.
 
combining form




relating to breathing




•
 
spirometer.

















– origin

 formed irregularly from Latin 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





spirochete

 
/ˈspīrəˌkēt /

 


‹Brit.›

 spirochaete





I.
 
noun




a flexible spirally twisted bacterium, especially one that causes syphilis.

[
Treponema

 and other genera, order 
Spirochaetales

 ; Gram-negative.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from spiro-
 1
 ‘in a spiral’ + Greek 
khaitē

 ‘long hair.’





spirograph

 
/ˈspīrəˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for recording breathing movements.








II.
 
derivatives





spirographic

 
/ˌspīrəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















spirogyra

 
/ˌspīrəˈjīrə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a filamentous freshwater green alga containing spiral bands of chloroplasts.

[Genus 
Spirogyra

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from spiro-
 1
 ‘spiral’ + Greek 
guros

 , 
gura

 ‘round.’





spirometer

 
/spīˈrämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the air capacity of the lungs.








II.
 
derivatives





spirometry

 
/spīˈrämətrē /






noun





















spironolactone

 
/ˌspīrənōˈlaktōn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a steroid derivative that is an aldosterone antagonist, which promotes sodium excretion and is used in the treatment of certain types of edema and hypertension.

[Chem. formula: C24
 H32
 O4
 S.]











– origin

 1960s: from spiro-
 1
 (
sense

 2) + lactone
 , with the insertion of -one
 .





spirt

 
/spərt/






verb, noun




old-fashioned spelling of spurt
 .













spirulina

 
/ˌspīrəˈlīnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
filamentous cyanobacteria that form tangled masses in warm alkaline lakes in Africa and Central and South America.

[Genus 
Spirulina

 , division 
Cyanobacteria

 .]




2.
 
(usu. 
Spirulina

 )
 — spirulina dried and prepared as a food or food additive, which is a rich source of many vitamins and minerals.











– origin

 modern Latin, from 
spirula

 ‘small spiral (shell).’






spit1


 
/spit/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eject saliva forcibly from one's mouth, sometimes as a gesture of contempt or anger




•
 
Todd spit in Hugh's face.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — forcibly eject (food or liquid) from one's mouth




•
 
he 
spits out

 his piece of coconut




•
 


‹figurative›

 ATMs that spit out $20 bills.










3.
 
(
spit up

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (especially of a baby) vomit or regurgitate food.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter in a hostile or aggressive way




•
 
she spat abuse at the jury




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Go to hell!” she spat.










5.
 
be extremely angry or frustrated




•
 
he was spitting with sudden fury.










6.
 
(of a fire or something being cooked) emit small bursts of sparks or hot fat with a series of short, explosive noises.




7.
 
(of a cat) make a hissing noise as a sign of anger or hostility.




8.
 
(
it spits

 , 
it is spitting

 , etc.)
 — 

(Brit.)

 light rain falls




•
 
it began to spit.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
saliva, typically that which has been ejected from a person's mouth.




2.
 
short for cuckoo spit
 .




3.
 
an act of spitting.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
spit in the eye (or face) of






show contempt or scorn for.









2.
 
spit it out








‹informal›

 used to urge someone to say or confess something quickly




•
 
spit it out, man, I haven't got all day.





















– origin

 Old English 
spittan

 , of imitative origin.






spit2


 
/spit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thin metal rod pushed through meat in order to hold and turn it while it is roasted over an open fire




•
 
chicken cooked on a spit.










2.
 
a narrow point of land projecting into the sea




•
 
a narrow spit of land shelters the bay.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a spit through (meat) in order to roast it over an open fire




•
 
I spitted the squirrel meat and turned it over the flames.

















– origin

 Old English 
spitu

 ; related to Dutch 
spit

 and German 
Spiess

 .





spit3


 
/spit/





I.
 
noun




a layer of earth whose depth is equal to the length of the blade of a spade




•
 
break up the top spit with a fork.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German; probably related to spit
 2
 .





spit and polish






noun




thorough or exaggerated cleaning and polishing, especially by a soldier




•
 
they gave the dining room some extra spit and polish.



















spitball

 
/ˈspitbôl /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of paper that has been chewed and shaped into a ball for use as a missile.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 an illegal pitch made with a ball moistened with saliva or another substance to make it move erratically.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 throw out (a suggestion) for discussion




•
 
I'm just spitballing a few ideas.














III.
 
derivatives





spitballer






noun






















spitchcock

 
/ˈspiCHˌkäk/





I.
 
noun




an eel that has been split and grilled or fried.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
split and grill or fry (an eel or other fish).











– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with spatchcock
 .






spit curl






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small curl of hair trained to lie flat on the forehead, at the nape of the neck, or in front of the ear.













spite

 
/spīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a desire to hurt, annoy, or offend someone




•
 
he'd think I was saying it out of spite.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an instance of a desire to hurt; a grudge




•
 
it seemed as if the wind 
had a spite at

 her.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately hurt, annoy, or offend (someone)




•
 
he put the house up for sale to spite his family.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in spite of






without being affected by the particular factor mentioned




•
 
he was suddenly cold in spite of the sun.















2.
 
in spite of oneself






although one did not want or expect to do so




•
 
Oliver smiled in spite of himself.





















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
despit

 ‘contempt,’ 
despiter

 ‘show contempt for.’





spiteful

 
/ˈspītfəl/





I.
 
adjective




showing or caused by malice




•
 
the teachers made spiteful little jokes about me.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spitefully

 
/ˈspītf(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
spitefulness

 
/ˈspītfəlnəs /






noun





















spitfire

 
/ˈspitˌfī(ə)r/






noun




a person with a fierce temper.













Spithead

 
/spitˈhed/






a channel between the northeastern coast of the Isle of Wight and the mainland of southern England. It offers sheltered access to Southampton Water and deep anchorage.









spit-roast

 
/ˈspitrōst/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
spit-roasted

 )


1.
 
cook (a piece of meat) on a spit




•
 
spit-roasted lamb.



















Spitsbergen

 
/ˈspitsˌbərɡ(ə)n/






a Norwegian island in the Svalbard archipelago, in the Arctic Ocean north of Norway; principal settlement, Longyearbyen.









spit take






noun






‹informal›

 (especially as a comic technique) an act of suddenly spitting out liquid one is drinking in response to something funny or surprising




•
 
the goofy script and flat characters would never fly without all the spit takes




•
 
If I'd been drinking something when she said that, I'd have done a spit take.



















spitter

 
/ˈspidər/






noun



1.
 
a person who spits.




2.
 
another term for spitball
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













spitting cobra






noun




an African cobra that defends itself by spitting venom from the fangs, typically at the aggressor's eyes.

[Genera 
Naja

 and 
Hemachatus

 , family 
Elapidae

 : three species, in particular the 
black-necked spitting cobra

 (
N. nigricollis

 ).]













spitting distance






noun



1.
 
a very short distance




•
 
the hotel is within spitting distance of the beach.










2.
 
(of an outcome) expected to happen with near certainty




•
 
whoever takes Pennsylvania in the primary will be in spitting distance of winning.



















spitting image





I.
 
noun

 — (
the spitting image of

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the exact double of (another person or thing)




•
 
she's the spitting image of her mother.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally as 
the spit of

 or 
the spit and image of

 ; perhaps from the idea of a person apparently being formed from the spit of another, so great is the similarity between them.





spittle

 
/ˈspidl/





I.
 
noun




saliva, especially as ejected from the mouth.








II.
 
derivatives





spittly






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: alteration of dialect 
spattle

 , by association with spit
 1
 .






spittlebug

 
/ˈspidlˌbəɡ/






noun




another term for froghopper
 .













spittoon

 
/spiˈto͞on/






noun




a metal or earthenware pot typically having a funnel-shaped top, used for spitting into.













spitz

 
/spits/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a small breed with a pointed muzzle, especially a Pomeranian.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Spitz(hund

 ), from 
spitz

 ‘pointed’ + 
Hund

 ‘dog.’





Spitz, Mark

 
/spits/






(1950–), US swimmer; full name 
Mark Andrew Spitz

 . He won 7 gold medals in the 1972 Olympic Games at Munich and set 27 world records for freestyle and butterfly between 1967 and 1972.









spiv

 
/spiv/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a man, typically characterized by flashy dress, who makes a living by disreputable dealings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spivvish

 
/ˈspiviSH /






adjective













2.
 
spivvy

 
/ˈspivē /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: perhaps related to spiffy
 .





splake

 
/splāk/





I.
 
noun




a hybrid trout of North American lakes.

[Produced by crossing the speckled trout (
Salvelinus fontinalis

 ) with the lake trout (
S. namaycush

 ).]











– origin

 1950s: blend of 
speckled

 and lake
 1
 .





splanchnic

 
/ˈsplaNGknik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the viscera or internal organs, especially those of the abdomen.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
splanchnicus

 , from Greek 
splankhnikos

 , from 
splankhna

 ‘entrails.’






splanchnopleure

 
/ˈsplaNGknəˌplo͝or/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 a layer of tissue in a vertebrate embryo comprising the endoderm and the inner layer of mesoderm, and giving rise to the gut, lungs, and yolk sac.

Often contrasted with somatopleure
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
splankhna

 ‘entrails’ + 
pleura

 ‘side.’






splash

 
/splaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sound made by something striking or falling into liquid




•
 
we hit the water with a mighty splash.










2.
 
a spell of moving about in water energetically




•
 
the girls joined them for a final splash in the pool.










3.
 
a small quantity of liquid that has fallen or been dashed against a surface




•
 


a splash of

 gravy.










4.
 
a small quantity of liquid added to a drink




•
 


a splash of

 lemonade.










5.
 
a bright patch of color




•
 
add a red scarf to give 
a splash of

 color.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a prominent or sensational news feature or story




•
 
a front-page splash.










7.
 


‹informal›

 a striking, ostentatious, or exciting effect or event




•
 
there's going to be a big splash when Mike returns to the ring.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (liquid) to strike or fall on something in irregular drops




•
 
she splashed cold water onto her face.










2.
 
make wet by doing this




•
 
they splashed each other with water.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) fall or be scattered in irregular drops




•
 
a tear fell and splashed onto the pillow.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — strike or move around in a body of water, causing it to fly about noisily




•
 
some stones splashed into the water




•
 
wheels splashed through a puddle.










5.
 
(
be splashed with

 )
 — be decorated with scattered patches of




•
 
a field splashed with purple clover.










6.
 
print (a story or photograph, especially a sensational one) in a prominent place in a newspaper or magazine




•
 
the story was 
splashed across

 the front pages.














III.
 
phrases





make a splash








‹informal›

 attract a great deal of attention.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
splash down






(of a spacecraft) land on water.









2.
 
splash out (or splash money out)








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 spend money freely




•
 
she 
splashed out on

 a Mercedes.





















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a verb): alteration of plash
 1
 .





splashboard

 
/ˈsplaSHbôrd/






noun




a screen designed to protect the passengers of a vehicle or boat from splashes.













splashdown

 
/ˈsplaSHˌdoun/






noun




the alighting of a returning spacecraft on the sea, with the assistance of parachutes.













splashy

 
/ˈsplaSHē/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by water flying about noisily in irregular drops




•
 
a splashy waterfall.










2.
 
characterized by irregular patches of bright color




•
 
splashy floral silks.










3.
 


‹informal›

 attracting a great deal of attention; elaborately or ostentatiously impressive




•
 
I don't care for splashy Hollywood parties.



















splat1


 
/splat/





I.
 
noun




a piece of thin wood in the center of a chair back.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from obsolete 
splat

 ‘split up’; related to split
 .





splat2


 
/splat /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a sound of something soft and wet or heavy striking a surface




•
 
the goblin makes a huge splat as he hits the ground.














II.
 
adverb




with a splat




•
 
he lands splat on his right elbow.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crush or squash (something) with a splat




•
 
he was splatting a bug.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — land or be squashed with a splat.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of splatter
 .






splatter

 
/ˈspladər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
splash with a sticky or viscous liquid




•
 
a passing cart rolled by, splattering him with mud.










2.
 
splash (a liquid) over a surface or object.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of such a liquid) splash




•
 
heavy droplets of rain splatter onto the windshield.










4.
 


‹informal›

 prominently or sensationally publish (a story) in a newspaper




•
 
the story is 
splattered over

 pages two and three.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a spot or trail of a sticky or viscous liquid splashed over a surface or object




•
 
each puddle we crossed threw 
a splatter of

 mud on the windshield.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting or referring to films featuring many violent and gruesome deaths




•
 
a splatter movie.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative.





splatterpunk

 
/ˈspladərˌpəNGk/






noun






‹informal›

 a literary genre characterized by the explicit description of horrific, violent, and often pornographic scenes.













splay

 
/splā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
thrust or spread (things, especially limbs or fingers) out and apart




•
 
her hands were splayed across his broad shoulders




•
 
he stood with his legs and arms 
splayed out

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of limbs or fingers) be thrust or spread out and apart




•
 
his legs 
splayed out

 in front of him.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing) diverge in shape or position; become wider or more separated




•
 
the river 
splayed out

 , deepening to become an estuary.










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
splayed

 )
 — construct (a window, doorway, or aperture) so that it diverges or is wider at one side of the wall than the other




•
 
the walls are pierced by splayed window openings.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a widening or outward tapering of something, in particular




2.
 
a tapered widening of a road at an intersection to increase visibility.




3.
 
a splayed window aperture or other opening.




4.
 
a surface making an oblique angle with another, such as the splayed side of a window or embrasure.




5.
 
the degree of bevel or slant of a surface.








III.
 
adjective

 — [usu. in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
turned outward or widened




•
 
the girls were sitting splay-legged.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘unfold to view, display’): shortening of the verb display
 .





splay-foot

 
/ˈsplā ˌfo͝ot/





I.
 
noun




a broad flat foot turned outward.








II.
 
derivatives





splay-footed

 
/ˈsplā ˈˌfo͝odəd /






adjective






















spleen

 
/splēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 an abdominal organ involved in the production and removal of blood cells in most vertebrates and forming part of the immune system.




2.
 
bad temper; spite




•
 
he could 
vent his spleen

 on the institutions that had duped him.







[from the earlier belief that the spleen was the seat of such emotions.]








II.
 
derivatives





spleenful

 
/ˈsplēnf(ə)l /






adjective





spleen
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
esplen

 , via Latin from Greek 
splēn

 .





spleenwort

 
/ˈsplēnˌwərt ˈsplēnˌˌwôrt/






noun




a small fern that grows in rosettes on rocks and walls, typically with rounded or triangular lobes on a slender stem and formerly used as a remedy for disorders of the spleen.

[Genus 
Asplenium

 , family 
Aspleniaceae

 .]














splen-





I.
 
combining form






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the spleen




•
 
splenectomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
splēn

 ‘spleen.’





Splenda

 
/ˈsplendə/






noun






‹trademark›

 an artificial sweetener used as a calorie-free sugar substitute.













splendent

 
/ˈsplendənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 shining brightly.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 illustrious; great.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
splendent-

 ‘shining,’ from the verb 
splendere

 .





splendid

 
/ˈsplendəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
magnificent; very impressive




•
 
a splendid view of Windsor Castle




•
 
his robes were splendid.










2.
 


‹informal›

 excellent; very good




•
 
a splendid fellow




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
“Is your family well? Splendid!”














II.
 
phrases





splendid isolation






used to emphasize the isolation of a person or thing




•
 
the stone stands 
in splendid isolation

 near the moorland road.







[late 19th cent.: first applied to the period from 1890 to 1907 when Britain pursued a policy of diplomatic and commercial noninvolvement.]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
splendidly

 
/ˈsplendədlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a splendidly ornate style



















2.
 
splendidness

 
/ˈsplendədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
splendide

 or Latin 
splendidus

 , from 
splendere

 ‘shine, be bright.’





splendiferous

 
/ˌsplenˈdif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 splendid




•
 
a splendiferous Sunday dinner.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
splendiferously






adverb













2.
 
splendiferousness






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from splendor
 .






splendor

 
/ˈsplendər /

 


‹Brit.›

 splendour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
magnificent and splendid appearance; grandeur




•
 
the splendor of the Florida Keys.










2.
 
(
splendors

 )
 — magnificent features or qualities




•
 
the splendors of the imperial court.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
splendur

 or Latin 
splendor

 , from 
splendere

 ‘shine, be bright.’





splenectomy

 
/spləˈnektəmē/






noun




a surgical operation involving removal of the spleen.













splenetic

 
/spləˈnedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bad-tempered; spiteful




•
 
a splenetic outburst.










2.
 
archaic term for splenic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





splenetically






adverb





splenetic
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting a person with a diseased spleen): from late Latin 
spleneticus

 , from Greek 
splēn

 (see spleen
 ).






splenic

 
/ˈsplēnik ˈsplenik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the spleen




•
 
the splenic artery.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
splénique

 , or via Latin from Greek 
splēnikos

 , from 
splēn

 (see spleen
 ).





splenitis

 
/splēˈnīdis/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the spleen.













splenium

 
/ˈsplēnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the thick posterior part of the corpus callosum of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





splenial

 
/ˈsplēnēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin.





splenius

 
/ˈsplēnēəs /

 
splenius muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 any of two pairs of muscles attached to the vertebrae in the neck and upper back that draw back the head.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
splēnion

 ‘bandage.’





splenomegaly

 
/ˌsplēnəˈmeɡəlē ˌsplenəˈmeɡəlē/





I.
 
noun




abnormal enlargement of the spleen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from splen-
 ‘spleen’ + Greek 
megas

 , 
megal-

 ‘great.’





splice

 
/splīs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join or connect (a rope or ropes) by interweaving the strands




•
 
we learned how to weave and splice ropes




•
 
a cord was 
spliced on






•
 


‹figurative›

 the work splices detail and generalization.










2.
 
join (pieces of timber, film, or tape) at the ends




•
 
commercials can be 
spliced in

 later




•
 
I was 
splicing together

 a video from the footage on opium-growing.










3.
 


[Genetics]

 join or insert (a gene or gene fragment).








II.
 
noun




a union of two ropes, pieces of timber, or similar materials spliced together at the ends.








III.
 
derivatives





splicer

 
/ˈsplīsər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from Middle Dutch 
splissen

 , of unknown origin.





spliff

 
/splif/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a marijuana cigarette.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





spline

 
/splīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rectangular key fitting into grooves in the hub and shaft of a wheel, especially one formed integrally with the shaft that allows movement of the wheel on the shaft.




2.
 
a corresponding groove in a hub along which the key may slide.




3.
 
a slat.




4.
 
a flexible wood or rubber strip used especially in drawing large curves.




5.
 
(also 
spline curve

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 a continuous curve constructed so as to pass through a given set of points and have a certain number of continuous derivatives.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure (a part) by means of a spline.




2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
splined

 )
 — fit with a spline




•
 
splined freewheels.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally East Anglian dialect): perhaps related to splinter
 .






splint

 
/splint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of rigid material used for supporting and immobilizing a broken bone when it has been set




•
 
she had to wear splints on her legs.










2.
 
a long, thin strip of wood used to light a fire.




3.
 
a rigid or flexible strip, especially of wood, used in basketwork.




4.
 
a bony enlargement on the inside of a horse's leg, on the splint bone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure (a broken limb) with a splint or splints




•
 
his leg was splinted.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
splinte

 ‘metal plate or pin’; related to splinter
 .





splint bone






noun




either of two small bones in the foreleg of a horse or other large quadruped, lying behind and close to the cannon bone.














splinter

 
/ˈsplin(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a small, thin, sharp piece of wood, glass, or similar material broken off from a larger piece




•
 
a splinter of ice.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
break or cause to break into small sharp fragments


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the soap box splintered




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he crashed into a fence, splintering the wooden barricade.










2.
 
(of a group or organization) separate into smaller units, typically as a result of disagreement




•
 
the party had begun to splinter into factions.














III.
 
derivatives





splintery

 
/ˈsplin(t)ərē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
splinter

 , 
splenter

 ; related to splint
 .





splinter group

 
/ˈsplin(t)ər ɡro͞op /

 
splinter party






noun




a small organization, typically a political party, that has broken away from a larger one.













splinter-proof

 
/ˈsplin(t)ərˌpro͞of/






adjective



1.
 
capable of withstanding splinters from bursting shells or bombs




•
 
splinter-proof shutters.










2.
 
not producing splinters when broken




•
 
splinter-proof glass.




















split

 
/split/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
break or cause to break forcibly into parts, especially into halves or along the grain


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the ice cracked and heaved and split




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
split and toast the muffins.










2.
 
remove or be removed by breaking, separating, or dividing


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the point was pressed against the edge of the flint to 
split off

 flakes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
an incentive for regions to 
split away

 from countries.










3.
 
divide or cause to divide into parts or elements


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the river had 
split into

 a number of channels




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 


splitting

 water 
into

 oxygen and hydrogen.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — divide and share (something, especially resources or responsibilities)




•
 
they met up and split the booty.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause the fission of (an atom).




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — issue new shares of (stock) to existing stockholders in proportion to their current holdings.




7.
 
(with reference to a group of people) divide into two or more groups


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
let's 
split up

 and find the other two




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
once again the family was 
split up

 .










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — end a marriage or an emotional or working relationship




•
 
I 
split up

 with my boyfriend a year ago.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an issue) cause (a group) to be divided because of opposing views




•
 
the party was deeply 
split over

 its future direction.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of one's head) suffer great pain from a headache




•
 
my head is splitting




•
 (as 
adj.

 
splitting

 )
 
a splitting headache.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 leave a place, especially suddenly




•
 
“Let's split,” Harvey said.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 betray the secrets of or inform on someone




•
 
I told him I wouldn't 
split on

 him.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tear, crack, or fissure in something, especially down the middle or along the grain




•
 
light squeezed through a small split in the curtain.










2.
 
an instance or act of splitting or being split; a division




•
 
the split between the rich and the poor.










3.
 
a separation into parties or within a party; a schism




•
 
the accusations caused a split in the party.










4.
 
an ending of a marriage or an emotional or working relationship




•
 
a much-publicized split with his wife.










5.
 
short for stock split
 .




6.
 
(
a split

 or 
the splits

 )
 — (in gymnastics and dance) an act of leaping in the air or sitting down with the legs straight and at right angles to the upright body, one in front and the other behind, or one at each side




•
 
I could never 
do a split

 before.










7.
 
a thing that is divided or split, in particular




8.
 
a bun, roll, or cake that is split or cut in half.




9.
 
a split osier used in basketwork.




10.
 
each strip of steel or cane that makes up the reed in a loom.




11.
 
half a bottle or glass of champagne or other liquor.




12.
 
a single thickness of split hide.




13.
 
(in bowling) a formation of standing pins after the first ball in which there is a gap between two pins or groups of pins, making a spare unlikely.




14.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a drawn game or series.




15.
 


(US)

 a split-level house.




16.
 
the time it takes to complete a recognized part of a race, or the point in the race where such a time is measured.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
split the difference






take the average of two proposed amounts.









2.
 
split hairs






see hair
 .









3.
 
split one's sides (also split a gut)








‹informal›

 be convulsed with laughter




•
 
the dynamic comedy duo will have you splitting your sides with laughter.















4.
 
split the ticket (or one's vote)








(US)

 vote for candidates of more than one party.









5.
 
split the vote






(of a candidate or minority party) attract votes from another candidate or party with the result that both are defeated by a third.















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the sense ‘break up (a ship),’ describing the force of a storm or rock): from Middle Dutch 
splitten

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





Split

 
/split/






a seaport on the coast of southern Croatia; pop. 177,500 (est. 2009). It contains the ruins of the palace of the emperor Diocletian, built in about 
AD

 300.









splitboard

 
/ˈsplitˌbôrd/






noun




a snowboard that can be divided into two parts to be used like skis for climbing with skins




•
 
splitboards are clever, but they're usually heavy.



















split-brain

 
/ˌsplitˈbrān/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychiatry]

 (of a person or animal) having the corpus callosum severed or absent, so as to eliminate the main connection between the two hemispheres of the brain.













split decision

 
/split dəˈsiZHən dēˈsēZHən/






noun




a decision based on a majority verdict rather than on a unanimous one, especially on a court panel or among referees judging the winner of a boxing match.













split end






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
split ends

 )
 — a tip of a person's hair that has split from dryness or ill-treatment.




2.
 


[Football]

 an offensive end positioned on the line of scrimmage but several yards away from the other linemen.













split-half

 
/ˈsplitˌhaf/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Statistics]

 relating to or denoting a technique of splitting a body of supposedly homogeneous data into two halves and calculating the results separately for each to assess their reliability.













split image






noun




an image in a rangefinder or camera focusing system that has been bisected by optical means, the halves being aligned only when the system is in focus.













split infinitive

 
/split inˈfinədiv/





I.
 
noun




a construction consisting of an infinitive with an adverb or other word inserted between 
to

 and the verb, e.g., 
she seems to really like it

 .











usage:

 Is it wrong to use a 
split infinitive

 , separating the infinitive marker 
to

 from the verb? If so, then these statements are grammatically incorrect: you have 
to

 really 
watch

 him; 
to

 boldly 
go

 where no one has gone before. Writers who long ago insisted that English could be modeled on Latin created the “rule” that the English infinitive must not be split: to clearly state violates this rule; one must say to state clearly. But the Latin infinitive is one word (e.g., amare, 'to love') and cannot be split, so the rule is not firmly grounded, and treating two English words as one can lead to awkward, stilted sentences. In particular, the placing of an adverb in English is extremely important in giving the appropriate emphasis. Consider, for example, the “corrected” forms of the previous examples: you really have 
to watch

 him; 
to go

 boldly where no one has gone before. The original, intended emphasis of each statement has been changed, and for no other reason than to satisfy an essentially unreasonable rule. Some traditionalists may continue to hold up the split infinitive as an error, but in standard English, the principle of allowing split infinitives is broadly accepted as both normal and useful.





split-level

 
/ˈsplit ˌlevəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building) having a room or rooms higher than others by less than a whole story




•
 
a large split-level house.










2.
 
(of a room) having its floor on two levels.








II.
 
noun




a split-level building.













split pea






noun




a pea dried and split in half for cooking.













split personality

 
/split ˌpərsnˈalədē/






noun



1.
 
less common term for multiple personality
 .




2.
 
archaic term for schizophrenia
 .













split-phase

 
/ˈsplitˌfāz/






adjective




denoting or relating to an induction motor or other device utilizing two or more voltages at different phases produced from a single-phase supply.













split-rail

 
/ˈsplitˌrāl/






adjective




denoting a fence or enclosure made from pieces of wood split lengthwise from a log.













split run






noun




a print run of a newspaper during which some articles or advertisements are changed so as to produce different editions.













split screen

 
/split skrēn/






noun




a movie, television, or computer screen on which two or more separate images are displayed.













split second





I.
 
noun




a very brief moment of time




•
 
for a split second, I hesitated.














II.
 
adjective




very rapid or accurate




•
 
split-second timing is crucial.



















split shift

 
/split SHift/






noun




a working shift comprising two or more separate periods of duty in a day.













split shot






noun



1.
 
(also 
split-shot

 )
 — small pellets used to weight a fishing line.




2.
 


[Croquet]

 a stroke driving two touching balls in different directions.













splitsville

 
/ˈsplitsvil/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the termination of a relationship, especially a romantic or sexual one




•
 
it's splitsville for Steve and Nikki.

















– origin

 1980s: from split
 + 
-s-

 + -ville
 .






splitter

 
/ˈsplidər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing occupied in or designed for splitting something




•
 
a log splitter.










2.
 
a person, especially a taxonomist, who attaches more importance to differences than to similarities in classification.

Contrasted with lumper
 .













splittism

 
/ˈsplidˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




(among communists, or in communist countries) the pursuance of factional interests in opposition to official Communist Party policy.








II.
 
derivatives





splittist






noun





















split-up






noun




an ending of a relationship or partnership; a separation




•
 
the band came to an inevitable split-up.



















splodge

 
/spläj/





I.
 
noun, verb






(Brit.)

 another term for splotch
 .








II.
 
derivatives





splodgy






adjective





















splosh

 
/spläSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a soft splashing sound as one moves




•
 
he sploshed across the road.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft splashing sound




•
 
a quiet splosh.










2.
 
a splash of liquid




•
 


sploshes of

 wine.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.






splotch

 
/spläCH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a daub, blot, or smear of something, typically a liquid




•
 


a splotch of

 red in a larger area of yellow.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be splotched

 )


1.
 
make a daub, blot, or smear on




•
 
a rag splotched with grease.














III.
 
derivatives





splotchy






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps a blend of spot
 and obsolete 
plotch

 ‘blotch.’





splurge

 
/splərj /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of spending money freely or extravagantly




•
 
the annual pre-Christmas splurge.










2.
 
a large or excessive amount of something




•
 
there has recently been a splurge of teach-yourself books.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend (money) freely or extravagantly




•
 
I'd 
splurged

 about $2,500 
on

 clothes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we 
splurged on

 T-bone steaks.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US): probably imitative.





splurt

 
/splərt /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden gush, especially of saliva.




2.
 
a sudden brief outburst of something




•
 
I let out 
a splurt of

 laughter.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
push out with force; spit out




•
 
the rear wheels splurted gravel.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative.





splutter

 
/ˈsplədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a series of short explosive spitting or choking sounds




•
 
she coughed and spluttered, tears coursing down her face.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say something rapidly, indistinctly, and with a spitting sound, as a result of anger, embarrassment, or another strong emotion


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he began to splutter excuses




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“How dare you?” she spluttered.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spit (something) out from one's mouth noisily and in small splashes




•
 
spluttering brackish water, he struggled to regain his feet.














II.
 
noun




a short explosive spitting or choking noise.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
splutterer

 
/ˈspləd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
splutteringly






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: imitative; compare with sputter
 .





Spock, Benjamin McLane

 
/späk/






(1903–98), US pediatrician and writer; known as 
Dr. Spock

 . His influential manual 
The Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care

 , first published in 1946, challenged traditional ideas in child-rearing in favor of a psychological approach.









Spode

 
/ˈspōd/






noun






‹trademark›

 fine pottery or porcelain made at the factories of the English potter Josiah Spode (1755–1827) or his successors, characteristically consisting of ornately decorated and gilded services and large vases.













spodosol

 
/ˈspädəˌsäl, -ˌsôl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a soil of an order rich in aluminum oxide and organic matter, typically characterized by low fertility, and including most podzols.











– origin

 1960s: from Greek 
spodos

 ‘ashes, embers’ + -sol
 + Latin 
solum

 ‘soil.’





spodumene

 
/ˈspäjo͞oˌmēn/





I.
 
noun




a translucent, typically grayish-white aluminosilicate mineral that is an important source of lithium.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
spodumène

 , from Greek 
spodoumenos

 ‘burning to ashes,’ present participle of 
spodousthai

 , from 
spodos

 ‘ashes.’






spoil

 
/spoil/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
diminish or destroy the value or quality of




•
 
I wouldn't want to spoil your fun




•
 
a series of political blunders spoiled their chances of being re-elected.










2.
 
prevent someone from enjoying (an occasion or event)




•
 
she was afraid of spoiling Christmas for the rest of the family.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) become unfit for eating




•
 
I've got some ham that'll spoil if we don't eat it tonight.










4.
 
harm the character of (a child) by being too lenient or indulgent




•
 
the last thing I want to do is spoil Thomas




•
 (as 
adj.

 
spoiled

 )
 
a spoiled child.










5.
 
treat with great or excessive kindness, consideration, or generosity




•
 
breakfast in bed—you're spoiling me!










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
be spoiling for

 )
 — be extremely or aggressively eager for




•
 
Cooper was spoiling for a fight.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 rob (a person or a place) of goods or possessions by force or violence.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
spoils

 )
 — goods stolen or taken forcibly from a person or place




•
 
the looters carried their spoils away.










2.
 
waste material brought up during the course of an excavation or a dredging or mining operation.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘to plunder’): shortening of Old French 
espoille

 (noun), 
espoillier

 (verb), from Latin 
spoliare

 , from 
spolium

 ‘plunder, skin stripped from an animal,’ or a shortening of despoil
 .





spoilage

 
/ˈspoilij/






noun



1.
 
the action of spoiling, especially the deterioration of food and perishable goods.




2.
 
waste produced by material being spoiled, especially paper that is spoiled in printing.













spoiler

 
/ˈspoilər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that spoils something.




2.
 
(especially in a political context) a person who obstructs or prevents an opponent's success while having no chance of winning a contest themselves.




3.
 
a description of an important plot development in a television show, movie, or book which if previously known may reduce surprise or suspense for a first-time viewer or reader.




4.
 
a news story published to divert attention from and reduce the impact of a similar item published elsewhere.




5.
 
a flap on the wing of an aircraft or glider that can be projected in order to create drag and so reduce speed.




6.
 
a device on the front or rear of a motor vehicle intended to prevent it from being lifted off the road when traveling at very high speeds.




7.
 
an electronic device for preventing unauthorized copying of sound recordings by means of a disruptive signal inaudible on the original.













spoiler alert






noun




(in a discussion or review of a film, book, television drama, etc.) a warning that an important detail of the plot development is about to be revealed




•
 
the third season ended (spoiler alert if you don't want to know) with the intervention of a ‘lady in red’



















spoilery

 
/ˈspoilərē/






adjective






‹informal›

 providing information about the plot of a television show, movie, or book which if previously known may reduce surprise or suspense for a first-time viewer or reader




•
 
spoilery interviews with the main cast




•
 
this is where things get a little bit spoilery, so if you haven't read the book, you might want to stop reading here.



















spoilsman

 
/ˈspoilzmən/






noun






(US)

 a person who seeks to profit by the spoils system; a person who supports this system.













spoilsport

 
/ˈspoilˌspôrt/






noun




a person who behaves in a way that spoils others' pleasure, especially by not joining in an activity.













spoils system






noun






(chiefly US)

 the practice of a successful political party giving public office to its supporters.













spoilt

 
/spoilt /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›







past and past participle of spoil
 .









Spokane

 
/spōˈkan/






a city in eastern Washington, at the falls of the Spokane River, near the border with Idaho; pop. 202,319 (est. 2008).










spoke1


 
/spōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of the bars or wire rods connecting the center of a wheel to its outer edge.




2.
 
each of a set of radial handles projecting from a ship's wheel.




3.
 
each of the metal rods in an umbrella to which the material is attached.








II.
 
derivatives





spoked






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a wire-spoked wheel

























– origin

 Old English 
spāca

 ; related to Dutch 
speek

 , German 
Speiche

 , from the base of spike
 1
 .






spoke2


 
/spōk/






past of speak
 .









spoken

 
/ˈspōkən/





I.
 
past participle of speak
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
speaking in a specified way




•
 
a blunt-spoken man.














III.
 
phrases





be spoken for





a.
 
be already claimed, owned, or reserved.




b.
 
(of a person) already have a romantic commitment




•
 
he knows Claudine is spoken for.























spokeshave

 
/ˈspōkˌSHāv/





I.
 
noun




a small plane with a handle on each side of its blade, used for shaping curved surfaces (originally wheel spokes).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shape with a spokeshave.













spokesman

 
/ˈspōksmən/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes statements on behalf of a group or individual




•
 
a spokesman for Greenpeace.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: formed irregularly from spoke
 2
 , on the pattern of words such as 
craftsman

 .





spokesmodel

 
/ˈspōksˌmädl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an attractive and stylishly dressed person, especially a young woman, who advertises or promotes something.













spokesperson

 
/ˈspōksˌpərs(ə)n/






noun




a spokesman or spokeswoman (used as a neutral alternative).













spokeswoman

 
/ˈspōksˌwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun




a woman who makes statements on behalf of a group or individual




•
 
a spokeswoman for the agency said it would not be investigating the case.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from spoke
 2
 + woman
 , after 
spokesman

 .





spoliation

 
/ˌspōlēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of ruining or destroying something




•
 
the spoliation of the countryside.










2.
 
the action of taking goods or property from somewhere by illegal or unethical means




•
 
the spoliation of the Church.














II.
 
derivatives





spoliator

 
/ˈspōlēˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting pillaging): from Latin 
spoliatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
spoliare

 ‘strip, deprive’ (see spoil
 ).





spondaic

 
/spänˈdāik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Prosody]

 of or concerning spondees.




2.
 


[Prosody]

 (of a hexameter) having a spondee as its fifth foot.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via French or late Latin from Greek 
spondeiakos

 , from 
spondeios

 (see spondee
 ).






spondee

 
/ˈspändē/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a foot consisting of two long (or stressed) syllables.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or via Latin from Greek 
spondeios (pous

 ) ‘(foot) of a libation,’ from 
spondē

 ‘libation’ (being characteristic of music accompanying libations).





spondylitis

 
/ˌspändəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the joints of the backbone.

See also ankylosing spondylitis
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
spondylus

 ‘vertebra’ (from Greek 
spondulos

 ) + -itis
 .





spondylosis

 
/ˌspändəˈlōsis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a painful condition of the spine resulting from the degeneration of the intervertebral disks.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
spondulos

 ‘vertebra’ + -osis
 .






sponge

 
/spənj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a primitive sedentary aquatic invertebrate with a soft porous body that is typically supported by a framework of fibers or calcareous or glassy spicules. Sponges draw in a current of water to extract nutrients and oxygen.

[Phylum 
Porifera

 : several classes.]




2.
 
a piece of a soft, light, porous substance originally consisting of the fibrous skeleton of an invertebrate but now usually made of synthetic material. Sponges absorb liquid and are used for washing and cleaning.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of wiping or cleaning with a sponge




•
 
they gave him a quick 
sponge down

 .










4.
 
sponge used as padding or insulating material




•
 
the headguard is padded with sponge.










5.
 
a piece of sponge impregnated with spermicide and inserted into a woman's vagina as a form of barrier contraceptive.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a heavy drinker.




7.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — metal in a porous form, typically prepared by reduction without fusion or by electrolysis




•
 
platinum sponge.










8.
 
(also 
sponge pudding

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a steamed or baked pudding of fat, flour, and eggs.




9.
 
short for sponge cake
 .




10.
 


‹informal›

 a person who lives at someone else's expense.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wipe, rub, or clean with a wet sponge or cloth




•
 
she 
sponged

 him 
down

 in an attempt to cool his fever.










2.
 
remove or wipe away (liquid or a mark) with a wet sponge or cloth




•
 
I'll go and 
sponge

 this orange juice 
off

 my dress.










3.
 
give a decorative mottled or textured effect to (a painted wall or surface) by applying a different shade of paint with a sponge.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 obtain or accept money or food from other people without doing or intending to do anything in return




•
 
they found they could earn a perfectly good living by 
sponging off

 others.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — obtain (something) without doing anything in return for it




•
 
he edged closer, clearly intending to sponge money from her.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spongeable






adjective













2.
 
spongelike

 
/ˈspənjˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun), via Latin from Greek 
spongia

 , later form of 
spongos

 , reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
esponge

 .





sponge bath






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an all-over washing, as given to a person confined to bed, done with a wet sponge or washcloth rather than in a tub or shower.














sponge cake

 
/ˈspənj ˌkāk/






noun




a soft, light cake, especially one made from a batter containing eggs which have been beaten into a foamy consistency.













sponge cloth

 
/spənj klôTH/






noun




soft, lightly woven cloth with a slightly wrinkled surface.













sponge pudding

 
/spənj ˈpo͝odiNG/






noun




see sponge
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).













sponger

 
/ˈspənjər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who lives at others' expense.




2.
 
a person who applies paint to pottery using a sponge.













sponge rubber

 
/spənj ˈrəbər/






noun




rubber latex processed into a spongelike substance.














sponge tree






noun




another term for huisache
 .













spongiform

 
/ˈspənjəˌfôrm/






adjective






[chiefly Veterinary Medicine]

 having, relating to, or denoting a porous structure or consistency resembling that of a sponge.













spongin

 
/ˈspənjin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the horny or fibrous substance found in the skeleton of many sponges.













spongy

 
/ˈspənjē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like a sponge, especially in being porous, compressible, elastic, or absorbent




•
 
a soft, spongy blanket of moss.










2.
 
(of metal) having an open, porous structure




•
 
spongy platinum.










3.
 
(chiefly of a motor vehicle's braking system) lacking firmness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spongily

 
/ˈspənjəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sponginess

 
/ˈsp(ə)njēnəs /






noun





















sponson

 
/ˈspänsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a projection on the side of a boat, ship, or seaplane.




2.
 
a gun platform standing out from a warship's side.




3.
 
a short subsidiary wing that serves to stabilize a seaplane.




4.
 
a buoyancy chamber fitted to a boat's hull, especially on a canoe.




5.
 
a triangular platform supporting the wheel on a paddle steamer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





sponsor

 
/ˈspänsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or organization that provides funds for a project or activity carried out by another, in particular




2.
 
an individual or organization that pays some or all of the costs involved in staging a sporting or artistic event in return for advertising.




3.
 
a person who pledges to donate a certain amount of money to another person after they have participated in a fund-raising event organized on behalf of a charity.




4.
 


(chiefly US)

 a business or organization that pays for or contributes to the costs of a radio or television program in return for advertising.




5.
 
a person who introduces and supports a proposal for legislation




•
 
a leading sponsor of the bill.










6.
 
a person taking official responsibility for the actions of another




•
 
they act as informants, sponsors, and contacts for new immigrants.










7.
 
a godparent at a child's baptism.




8.
 
(especially in the Roman Catholic Church) a person presenting a candidate for confirmation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide funds for (a project or activity or the person carrying it out)




•
 
Joe is being sponsored by his church.










2.
 
pay some or all of the costs involved in staging (a sporting or artistic event) in return for advertising.




3.
 
pledge to donate a certain sum of money to (someone) after they have participated in a fund-raising event organized on behalf of a charity.




4.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
sponsored

 )
 — pledge to donate money because someone is taking part in (such an event)




•
 
they raised $70 by a sponsored walk.










5.
 
introduce and support (a proposal) in a legislative assembly




•
 
Senator Hardin sponsored the bill.










6.
 
propose and organize (negotiations or talks) between other people or groups




•
 
the U.S. sponsored negotiations between the two sides.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a noun): from Latin, from 
spondere

 ‘promise solemnly.’ The verb dates from the late 19th cent.





sponsored content






noun




material in an online publication which resembles the publication's editorial content but is paid for by an advertiser and intended to promote the advertiser's product




•
 
publications are still grappling with how to mark what is sponsored content and what is not.



















sponsorship

 
/ˈspän(t)sərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the position of being a sponsor




•
 
the company's sponsorship of the tournament.










2.
 
financial support received from a sponsor




•
 
he has attracted more than $50,000 in sponsorship.



















spontaneity

 
/ˌspän(t)əˈnēədē ˌspän(t)əˈnāədē/






noun




the condition of being spontaneous; spontaneous behavior or action




•
 
she occasionally tore up her usual schedule in favor of spontaneity.



















spontaneous

 
/spänˈtānēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
performed or occurring as a result of a sudden inner impulse or inclination and without premeditation or external stimulus




•
 
the audience broke into spontaneous applause




•
 
a spontaneous display of affection.










2.
 
(of a person) having an open, natural, and uninhibited manner.




3.
 
(of a process or event) occurring without apparent external cause




•
 
spontaneous miscarriages.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a plant) growing naturally and without being tended or cultivated.




5.
 


[Biology]

 (of movement or activity in an organism) instinctive or involuntary




•
 
the spontaneous mechanical activity of circular smooth muscle.














II.
 
derivatives





spontaneously

 
/spänˈtānēəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
spontaneus

 (from 
(sua) sponte

 ‘of (one's) own accord’) + -ous
 .





spontaneous combustion

 
/spänˈtānēəs kəmˈbəsCHən/






noun




the ignition of organic matter (e.g., hay or coal) without apparent cause, typically through heat generated internally by rapid oxidation.














spontaneous generation

 
/spänˈtānēəs ˌjenəˈrāSHən/






noun






‹historical›

 the supposed production of living organisms from nonliving matter, as inferred from the apparent appearance of life in some supposedly sterile environments.













spoof

 
/spo͞of /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a humorous imitation of something, typically a film or a particular genre of film, in which its characteristic features are exaggerated for comic effect




•
 
a Robin Hood spoof.










2.
 
a trick played on someone as a joke.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
imitate (something) while exaggerating its characteristic features for comic effect




•
 
it is a movie that spoofs other movies.










2.
 
hoax or trick (someone)




•
 
they proceeded to spoof Western intelligence with false information.










3.
 
interfere with (radio or radar signals) so as to make them useless.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spoofer






noun













2.
 
spoofery

 
/ˈspo͞ofərē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined by Arthur Roberts (1852–1933), English comedian.





spook

 
/spo͞ok /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ghost.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a spy




•
 
a CIA spook.










3.
 


‹offensive›

 
‹dated›

 
(chiefly US)

 a contemptuous term for a black person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
frighten; unnerve




•
 
they spooked a couple of grizzly bears.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of an animal) take fright suddenly




•
 
he'll spook if we make any noise.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dutch, of unknown origin.





spooky

 
/ˈspo͞okē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 sinister or ghostly in a way that causes fear and unease




•
 
I bet this place is really spooky late at night.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person or animal) easily frightened; nervous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spookily

 
/ˈspo͞okəlē /






adverb













2.
 
spookiness

 
/ˈspo͞okēnəs /






noun





















spool

 
/spo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cylindrical device on which film, magnetic tape, thread, or other flexible materials can be wound; a reel




•
 
spools of electrical cable.










2.
 
a cylindrical device attached to a fishing rod and used for winding and unwinding the line as required.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting furniture of a style popular in England in the 17th century and North America in the 19th century, typically ornamented with a series of small knobs resembling spools




•
 
a narrow spool bed.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wind (magnetic tape or thread) onto a spool




•
 
he was trying to spool his tapes back into the cassettes with a pencil eraser.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be wound on or off a spool




•
 
the plastic reel allows the line to run free as it spools out.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 send (data that is intended for printing or processing on a peripheral device) to an intermediate store




•
 
users can set which folder they wish to spool files to.







[acronym from 
simultaneous peripheral operation online

 .]




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an engine) increase its speed of rotation, typically to that required for operation




•
 
a jet engine can take up to six seconds to 
spool up

 .

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a cylinder onto which spun thread is wound): shortening of Old French 
espole

 or from Middle Low German 
spōle

 , of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
spoel

 and German 
Spule

 . The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





spoon

 
/spo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an implement consisting of a small, shallow oval or round bowl on a long handle, used for eating, stirring, and serving food.




2.
 
the contents of a spoon




•
 
three 
spoons of

 sugar.










3.
 
(
spoons

 )
 — a pair of spoons held in the hand and beaten together rhythmically as a percussion instrument.




4.
 
a thing resembling a spoon in shape, in particular




5.
 
(also 
spoon bait

 )
 — a fishing lure designed to wobble when pulled through the water.




6.
 
an oar with a broad curved blade.




7.
 


[Golf]

 
‹dated›

 a club with a slightly concave wooden head.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey (food) somewhere by using a spoon




•
 
Rosie spooned sugar into her mug.










2.
 
hit (a ball) up into the air with a soft or weak stroke




•
 
he spooned his shot high over the bar.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 (of two people) behave in an amorous way; kiss and cuddle




•
 
I saw them spooning on the beach.










4.
 
(of two people) lie close together sideways and front to back with bent knees, so as to fit together like spoons.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spooner






noun





spoon
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb)













2.
 
spoonful

 
/ˈspo͞onˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spōn

 ‘chip of wood,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Span

 ‘shaving.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun is of Scandinavian origin. The verb dates from the early 18th cent.





spoonbill

 
/ˈspo͞onˌbil/






noun




a tall mainly white or pinkish wading bird related to ibises, having a long bill with a very broad flat tip.

[Genera 
Platalea

 and 
Ajaia

 , family 
Threskiornithidae

 : several species.]













spoon bread






noun






(US)

 soft cornbread served with a spoon.













spoonerism

 
/ˈspo͞onəˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




a verbal error in which a speaker accidentally transposes the initial sounds or letters of two or more words, often to humorous effect, as in the sentence 
you have hissed the mystery lectures

 , accidentally spoken instead of the intended sentence 
you have missed the history lectures

 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after the Rev. W. A. 
Spooner

 (1844–1930), an English scholar who reputedly made such errors in speaking.





spoon-feed

 
/spo͞on fēd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feed (someone) by using a spoon.




2.
 
provide (someone) with so much help or information that they do not need to think for themselves.













Spoon River






a river that flows for 160 miles (260 km) through central Illinois, associated with the verse of Edgar Lee Masters.









spoonworm

 
/ˈspo͞onwərm/






noun




an unsegmented wormlike marine invertebrate that lives in burrows, crevices, or discarded shells. Spoonworms typically have a sausage-shaped body with a long proboscis that can be extended over the seabed.

[Phylum 
Echiura

 .]













spoony

 
/ˈspo͞onē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 sentimentally or foolishly amorous




•
 
I was spoony over Miss Talmadge to the point of idolatry.










2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 foolish; silly.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a simple, silly, or foolish person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spoonily

 
/ˈspo͞onəlē /






adverb













2.
 
spooniness






noun





















spoor

 
/spo͝or spôr/





I.
 
noun




the track or scent of an animal




•
 
they searched around the hut for a spoor




•
 
the trail is marked by wolf spoor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
follow the track or scent of (an animal or person)




•
 
taking the spear, he set off to spoor the man.














III.
 
derivatives





spoorer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Middle Dutch 
spor

 , of Germanic origin.





Sporades

 
/ˈspôrəˌdēz/






two groups of Greek islands in the Aegean Sea. The 
Northern Sporades

 , which lie close to the eastern coast of mainland Greece, include the islands of Euboea, Skiros, Skiathos, and Skopelos. The 
Southern Sporades

 , situated off the western coast of Turkey, include Rhodes and the other islands of the Dodecanese.









sporadic

 
/spəˈradik/





I.
 
adjective




occurring at irregular intervals or only in a few places; scattered or isolated




•
 
sporadic fighting broke out.














II.
 
derivatives





sporadically

 
/spəˈradək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
sporadikos

 , from 
sporas

 , 
sporad-

 ‘scattered’; related to 
speirein

 ‘to sow.’





sporangiophore

 
/spəˈranjēəˌfôr/






noun






[Botany]

 (in a fungus) a specialized hypha bearing sporangia.













sporangium

 
/spəˈranjēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in ferns and lower plants) a receptacle in which asexual spores are formed.








II.
 
derivatives





sporangial

 
/-jēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
spora

 ‘spore’ + 
angeion

 ‘vessel.’






spore

 
/spôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a minute, typically one-celled, reproductive unit capable of giving rise to a new individual without sexual fusion, characteristic of lower plants, fungi, and protozoans.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Botany]

 (in a plant exhibiting alternation of generations) a haploid reproductive cell that gives rise to a gametophyte.




3.
 


[Biology]

 
[Microbiology]

 (in bacteria) a rounded resistant form adopted by a bacterial cell in adverse conditions.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
spora

 , from Greek 
spora

 ‘sowing, seed,’ from 
speirein

 ‘to sow.’





spork

 
/spôrk/





I.
 
noun




a spoon-shaped eating utensil with short tines at the tip.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of 
spoon

 and 
fork

 .






sporo-





I.
 
combining form






[Biology]

 of or relating to spores




•
 
sporogenesis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
spora

 ‘spore.’





sporocyst

 
/ˈspôrəˌsist/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a parasitic fluke in the initial stage of infection in a snail host, developed from a miracidium.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (in parasitic sporozoans) an encysted zygote in an invertebrate host.













sporogenesis

 
/ˌspôrəˈjenəsəs/






noun






[chiefly Botany]

 the process of spore formation.













sporogenous

 
/spəˈräjənəs/






adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 (of an organism or tissue) producing spores.













sporogony

 
/spəˈräɡənē/






noun






[Zoology]

 the asexual process of spore formation in parasitic sporozoans.













sporophore

 
/ˈspôrəˌfôr/






noun






[Botany]

 the spore-bearing structure of a fungus.













sporophyte

 
/ˈspôrəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in the life cycle of plants with alternating generations) the asexual and usually diploid phase, producing spores from which the gametophyte arises. It is the dominant form in vascular plants, e.g., the frond of a fern.








II.
 
derivatives





sporophytic

 
/ˌspôrəˈfitik /






adjective





















sporotrichosis

 
/ˌspôrətriˈkōsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic fungal infection producing nodules and ulcers in the lymph nodes and skin.

[The disease is caused by the fungus 
Sporothrix schenckii

 .]














Sporozoa

 
/ˌspôrəˈzōə/





I.
 
plural noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 a phylum of mainly parasitic spore-forming protozoans that have a complex life cycle with sexual and asexual generations. They include the organisms that cause malaria, babesiosis, coccidiosis, and toxoplasmosis.

Also called Apicomplexa
 .











– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from spore
 + Greek 
zōia

 ‘animals.’





sporozoan

 
/ˌspôrəˈzōən /

 

‹Zoology Medicine›






I.
 
noun




a protozoan of the phylum 
Sporozoa

 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting sporozoans.













sporozoite

 
/ˌspôrəˈzōīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 a motile sporelike stage in the life cycle of some parasitic sporozoans (e.g., the malaria organism) that is typically the infective agent introduced into a host.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sporo-
 ‘relating to spores’ + Greek 
zoion

 ‘animal’ + -ite
 1
 .





sporran

 
/ˈspärən/





I.
 
noun




a small pouch worn around the waist so as to hang in front of the kilt as part of men's Scottish Highland dress.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
sporan

 .






sport

 
/spôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an activity involving physical exertion and skill in which an individual or team competes against another or others for entertainment




•
 
team sports such as baseball and soccer




•
 (as 
modifier

 
sports

 )
 
a sports center.










2.
 


‹dated›

 entertainment; fun




•
 
it was considered great sport to trip him up.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a source of amusement or entertainment




•
 
I do not wish to show myself the sport of a man like Williams.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a person who behaves in a good or specified way in response to teasing, defeat, or a similarly trying situation




•
 
go on, be a sport!




•
 
Angela's a bad sport.










5.
 


[Biology]

 an animal or plant showing abnormal or striking variation from the parent type, especially in form or color, as a result of spontaneous mutation.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wear or display (a distinctive or noticeable item)




•
 
he was sporting a huge handlebar mustache.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — amuse oneself or play in a lively, energetic way




•
 
the children sported in the water.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in sport






for fun




•
 
I have assumed the name was given more or less in sport.















2.
 
make sport of








‹dated›

 make fun of.









3.
 
the sport of kings






horse racing.












IV.
 
derivatives





sporter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘pastime, entertainment’): shortening of disport
 .





sport coat

 
/spôrt kōt /

 
sports coat
 , sport jacket
 , sports jacket






noun




a man's jacket resembling a suit jacket, for informal wear.













sportif

 
/spôrˈtēf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) active or interested in athletic sports




•
 
he was sportif and ready for action.










2.
 
(of an action or event) intended in fun or as a joke.




3.
 
(of a garment or style of dress) suitable for sport or informal wear; casual.








II.
 
noun




a person who is active or interested in sport.











– origin

 French.





sporting

 
/spôrdiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — connected with or interested in sports




•
 
a major sporting event.










2.
 
fair and generous in one's behavior or treatment of others, especially in a game or contest




•
 
it was not very sporting of Smith to hit Gonzales with that pitch.














II.
 
derivatives





sportingly

 
/ˈspôrdiNGlē /






adverb





sporting
 (
sense

 2)





















sporting chance






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a reasonable chance of winning or succeeding




•
 
I'll give you a sporting chance.



















sportive1


 
/ˈspôrdiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
playful; lighthearted.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 amorous or lustful.




3.
 
relating to, interested in, or good at sport




•
 
Britain's architectural and sportive heritage




•
 
I was always a very sportive person—I played almost every sport.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sportively

 
/ˈspôrdivlē /






adverb













2.
 
sportiveness

 
/ˈspôrdivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from sport
 + -ive
 .






sportive2


 
/ˈspôrdiv/





I.
 
noun




a long-distance road cycling event in which a large number of cyclists ride a marked route




•
 
you may have put in hours of training before your first sportive, but all your good work can be undone if you neglect to prepare your bike.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: shortened from cyclosportive
 .





sports bar






noun




a bar where televised sporting events are shown continuously.













sportsbook

 
/ˈspôrtsˌbo͝ok/






noun






(US)

 an establishment that takes bets on sporting events and pays out winnings




•
 
the sportsbook offers a comprehensive selection of wagers




•
 
they are charged with setting up an illegal sportsbook and taking World Cup bets.



















sports car

 
/ˈspôrts ˌkär/






noun




a low-built car designed for performance at high speeds.













sportscast

 
/ˈspôrtsˌkast/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a broadcast of sports news or a sports event.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sportscaster

 
/ˈspôrtsˌkastər /






noun













2.
 
sportscasting






noun





















sports drink






noun




a soft drink designed or marketed for consumption in conjunction with sporting activity or strenuous exercise, and which typically contains electrolytes such as sodium, potassium, and chloride, and a high percentage of sugar to restore energy.













sportsfinder

 
/ˈspôrtsˌfīndər/






noun






[Photography]

 a direct-vision viewfinder typically consisting of a simple frame that allows action outside the field of view of the camera to be seen.













sport shirt

 
sports shirt






noun




a casual top for sports or informal wear




•
 
I usually wear khakis and a sport shirt.



















sportsman

 
/ˈspôrtsmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who takes part in a sport, especially as a professional.




2.
 
a person who behaves sportingly.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a man who hunts or shoots wild animals as a pastime.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sportsmanlike

 
/ˈspôrtsmənˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
sportsmanship

 
/ˈspôrtsmənˌSHip /






noun





















sportsperson

 
/ˈspôrtsˌpərsən/






noun




a sportsman or sportswoman (used as a neutral alternative).













sportster

 
/ˈspôrtstər/






noun






‹informal›

 a sports car.













sportswear

 
/ˈspôrtsˌwer/






noun




clothes worn for casual outdoor use or for such sports activities as jogging, cycling, tennis, sailing, etc.













sportswoman

 
/ˈspôrtsˌwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun




a woman who takes part in sports, especially professionally.








II.
 
derivatives





sportswomanship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun





















sportswriter

 
/ˈspôrtsˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun




a journalist who writes about sports.








II.
 
derivatives





sportswriting

 
/-tiNG /






noun





















sport utility vehicle

 
SUV






noun




a high-performance four-wheel-drive vehicle.













sporty

 
/ˈspôrdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 flashy or showy in dress or behavior.




2.
 


‹informal›

 (of clothing) casual yet attractively stylish




•
 
a sporty outfit.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a car) compact and with fast acceleration




•
 
a sporty red coupe.










4.
 


‹informal›

 fond of or good at sports.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sportily

 
/ˈspôrtəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sportiness

 
/ˈspôrdēnis /






noun





















sporulate

 
/ˈspôryəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 produce or form a spore or spores.








II.
 
derivatives





sporulation

 
/ˌspôryəˈlāSHən /






noun





















sporule

 
/ˈspôryo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a small spore.








II.
 
derivatives





sporular

 
/-yələr /






adjective





















s'pose

 
/spōz/






verb




nonstandard spelling of suppose
 , representing informal speech.














spot

 
/spät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small round or roundish mark, differing in color or texture from the surface around it




•
 
ladybugs have black spots on their red wing covers.










2.
 
a small mark or stain




•
 
a spot of mildew on the wall.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a pimple.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a moral blemish or stain.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pip on a domino, playing card, or die.




6.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a banknote of a specified value




•
 
a ten-spot.










7.
 
a particular place or point




•
 
a nice secluded spot




•
 
an ideal picnic spot.










8.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a small feature or part of something with a particular quality




•
 
his bald spot




•
 
there was one bright spot in a night of dismal failure.










9.
 
a position within a listing; a ranking




•
 
the runner-up spot.










10.
 


[Sports]

 an advantage allowed to a player as a handicap.




11.
 
a place for an individual item within a show




•
 
she couldn't do her usual singing spot in the club.










12.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a small amount of something




•
 


a spot of

 rain.










13.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a system of trading in which commodities or currencies are delivered and paid for immediately after a sale




•
 
trading in the spot markets




•
 
the current spot price.










14.
 
short for spotlight
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — see, notice, or recognize (someone or something) that is difficult to detect or that one is searching for




•
 
Andrew spotted the ad in the paper




•
 
the men were spotted by police.










2.
 
(usu. 
be spotted

 )
 — recognize that (someone) has a particular talent, especially for sports or show business




•
 
we were spotted by a talent scout.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 locate an enemy's position, typically from the air




•
 
they were 
spotting for

 enemy aircraft.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be spotted

 )
 — mark with spots




•
 
the velvet was spotted with stains.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become marked with spots




•
 
a damp atmosphere causes the flowers to spot.










6.
 
cover (a surface or area) thinly




•
 
thorn trees spotted the land.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 stain or sully the moral character or qualities of.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place (a billiard ball or football) on its designated starting point.




9.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 give or lend (money) to (someone)




•
 
I'll spot you $300.










10.
 
allow (an advantage) to (someone) in a game or sport




•
 
the higher-rated team spots the lower-rated team the difference in their handicaps.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — observe or assist (a gymnast) during a performance in order to minimize the chance of injury to the gymnast.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hit the spot








‹informal›

 be exactly what is required




•
 
the cup of coffee hit the spot.















2.
 
in a spot








‹informal›

 in a difficult situation.









3.
 
on the spot





a.
 
without any delay; immediately




•
 
he offered me the job on the spot.










b.
 
at the scene of an action or event




•
 
journalists on the spot reported no progress.















4.
 
put someone on the spot








‹informal›

 force someone into a situation in which they must make a difficult decision or answer a difficult question.















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Middle Dutch 
spotte

 . The sense ‘notice, recognize’ arose from the early 19th-cent. slang use ‘note as a suspect or criminal.’





spot-buy






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Stock Market]

 pay for (a currency or commodity) immediately after a sale is made.













spot check

 
/ˈspät ˌCHek/





I.
 
noun




a test made without warning on a randomly selected subject.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (someone or something) to a random test.













spot-free






adjective




without blemishes or marks




•
 
a shiny and spot-free finish.



















spotless

 
/ˈspätləs/





I.
 
adjective




absolutely clean or pure; immaculate




•
 
a spotless white apron.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spotlessly

 
/ˈspätləslē /






adverb













2.
 
spotlessness

 
/ˈspätləsnəs /






noun






















spotlight

 
/ˈspätˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lamp projecting a narrow, intense beam of light directly onto a place or person, especially a performer on stage.




2.
 
a beam of light from a spotlight




•
 
the knife flashed in the spotlight.










3.
 
(
the spotlight

 )
 — intense scrutiny or public attention




•
 
she was constantly 
in the

 media 
spotlight

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
illuminate with a spotlight




•
 
the dancers are spotlighted from time to time throughout the evening.










2.
 
direct attention to (a particular problem or situation)




•
 
the protest spotlighted the overcrowding in federal prisons.



















spot meter






noun






[Photography]

 a photometer that measures the intensity of light received within a cone of small angle, usually 2° or less.













spot news






noun




news reported of events as they occur.













Spotsylvania County

 
/ˌspätsəlˌvānēə ˈkoun(t)ē/






a rural county in northeastern Virginia, site of Civil War battles including those at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania Court House; pop. 120,031 (est. 2008).









spotted

 
/ˈspädəd/





I.
 
adjective




marked or decorated with spots.








II.
 
derivatives





spottedness






noun






















spotted cavy






noun




another term for paca
 .













spotted deer






noun




another term for axis deer
 .













spotted dick

 
/spädəd dik/






noun






(Brit.)

 a suet pudding containing currants.














spotted fever

 
/spädəd ˈfēvər/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of diseases characterized by fever and skin spots.




2.
 
cerebrospinal meningitis.




3.
 
typhus.




4.
 
see Rocky Mountain spotted fever
 .














spotted hyena

 
/ˌspätid hīˈēnə/






noun




a southern African hyena that has a grayish-yellow to reddish coat with irregular dark spots, and a loud laughing call.

Also called laughing hyena
 . [
Crocuta crocuta

 , family 
Hyaenidae

 .]













spotted knapweed






noun




a biennial herb of European origin with pink flowers on prickly stems. It is established across most of North America and is regarded as a noxious weed nearly everywhere.

[
Centaurea biebersteinii

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













spotted turtle






noun




a North American freshwater turtle with few or numerous yellow spots on the carapace. Once abundant, especially along the east coast of the US, the spotted turtle is protected in many areas.

[
Clemmys guttata

 , family 
Emydidae

 .]













spotter

 
/ˈspädər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person employed by a company or business to keep watch on employees or customers.




2.
 
an aviator or aircraft employed in locating or observing enemy positions


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
spotter planes.










3.
 
a person who observes or assists a gymnast or weightlifter during a performance or practice in order to minimize the chance of injury to the gymnast or weightlifter.













spotty

 
/ˈspädē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
marked with spots




•
 
a spotty purple flower.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 of uneven quality; patchy




•
 
his spotty record on the environment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spottily

 
/ˈspätəlē /






adverb













2.
 
spottiness

 
/ˈspädēnəs /






noun





















spot-weld

 
/ˈspätˌweld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join by welding at a number of separate points




•
 
the wire was spot-welded in place.














II.
 
noun

 — (
spot weld

 )


1.
 
each of the welds so made.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spot welder






noun













2.
 
spot welding






noun





















spousal

 
/ˈspouz(ə)l/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Law]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of or relating to marriage or to a husband or wife




•
 
the spousal benefits of married couples.



















spouse

 
/spous spouz/





I.
 
noun




a husband or wife, considered in relation to their partner.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
spous(e

 ), variant of 
espous(e

 ), from Latin 
sponsus

 (masculine), 
sponsa

 (feminine), past participles of 
spondere

 ‘betroth.’





spout

 
/spout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tube or lip projecting from a container, through which liquid can be poured




•
 
a teapot with a chipped spout.










2.
 
a pipe or trough through which water may be carried away or from which it can flow out.




3.
 
a sloping trough for conveying something to a lower level; a chute.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a lift in a pawnshop used to convey pawned items up for storage.




5.
 
a stream of liquid issuing from somewhere with great force




•
 
the tall spouts of geysers.










6.
 
the plume of water vapor ejected from the blowhole of a whale




•
 
the spout of an occasional whale.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send out (liquid) forcibly in a stream




•
 
volcanoes spouted ash and lava.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) flow out forcibly in a stream




•
 
blood was spouting from the cuts on my hand.










3.
 
(of a whale or dolphin) eject (water vapor and air) through its blowhole.




4.
 
express (one's views or ideas) in a lengthy, declamatory, and unreflecting way




•
 
he was spouting platitudes about animal rights




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they like to 
spout off

 at each other.














III.
 
phrases





up the spout

 

‹Brit. informal›






a.
 
no longer working, or unlikely to be useful or successful.




b.
 
(of a woman) pregnant.




c.
 
pawned




•
 
by Friday, half his belongings were up the spout.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spouted






adjective













2.
 
spouter

 
/ˈspoudər /






noun













3.
 
spoutless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Middle Dutch 
spouten

 , from an imitative base shared by Old Norse 
spýta

 ‘to spit.’





spp.






abbreviation




species (plural).













SPQR





I.
 
abbreviation






‹historical›

 the Senate and people of Rome.











– origin

 from Latin 
Senatus Populusque Romanus

 .





spr.






abbreviation




spring.













Sprachgefühl

 
/ˈSHpräkɡəˌf(y)o͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
intuitive feeling for the natural idiom of a language.




2.
 
the essential character of a language.











– origin

 German, from 
Sprache

 ‘speech, a language’ + 
Gefühl

 ‘feeling.’





spraddle

 
/ˈspradl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
spraddled

 )


1.
 


(chiefly W. Indian)

 
(N. Amer.)

 spread (one's legs) far apart




•
 
the cat's spraddled hind legs.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘sprawl’): probably from 
sprad

 , dialect past participle of spread
 .





sprag

 
/spraɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a simple brake on a vehicle, especially a stout stick or bar inserted between the spokes of a wheel to check its motion.




2.
 
a one-way clutch that keeps a vehicle from rolling backwards.




3.
 


[Mining]

 a prop used to support a roof, wall, or seam.











– origin

 mid 19th cent: of unknown origin.





sprain

 
/sprān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrench or twist the ligaments of (an ankle, wrist, or other joint) violently so as to cause pain and swelling but not dislocation




•
 
he left in a wheelchair after spraining an ankle.














II.
 
noun




the result of a wrench or twist of the ligaments of a joint.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





sprang

 
/spraNG/






past of spring
 .









sprat

 
/sprat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small marine fish of the herring family, widely caught for food and fish products.

[
Sprattus

 and other genera, family 
Clupeidae

 : several species, in particular 
S. sprattus

 of European inshore waters.]




2.
 
any of a number of small fishes that resemble the true sprats, e.g., the sand eel.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: variant of Old English 
sprot

 , of unknown origin.






Spratly Islands

 
/ˌspratlē ˈīləndz/






a group of small islands and coral reefs in the South China Sea, between Vietnam and Borneo. Dispersed over a distance of about 600 miles (965 km), the islands are variously claimed by China, Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, and Malaysia.

Also called Nansha Islands
 .









sprawl

 
/sprôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sit, lie, or fall with one's arms and legs spread out in an ungainly or awkward way




•
 
the door shot open, sending him sprawling across the pavement




•
 
she lay sprawled on the bed.










2.
 
spread out over a large area in an untidy or irregular way




•
 
the town sprawled along several miles of cliff top




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sprawling

 )
 
the sprawling suburbs.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an ungainly or carelessly relaxed position in which one's arms and legs are spread out




•
 
she fell into a sort of luxurious sprawl.










2.
 
a group or mass of something that has spread out in an untidy or irregular way




•
 
a sprawl of buildings.










3.
 
the expansion of an urban or industrial area into the adjoining countryside in a way perceived to be disorganized and unattractive




•
 
the growth of urban sprawl.














III.
 
derivatives





sprawlingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
spreawlian

 ‘move the limbs convulsively’; related to Danish 
sprælle

 ‘kick or splash around.’ The noun dates from the early 18th cent.





spray1


 
/sprā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
liquid that is blown or driven through the air in the form of tiny drops




•
 
a torrent of white foam and spray




•
 
a fine spray of mud.










2.
 
a liquid preparation that can be forced out of a can or other container in tiny drops




•
 
a can of insect spray.










3.
 
a can or container holding a spray.




4.
 
an act of applying a spray




•
 
refresh your flowers with a quick spray.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply (liquid) to someone or something in the form of a shower of tiny drops




•
 
the product can be sprayed onto wet or dry hair.










2.
 
sprinkle or cover (someone or something) with a shower of tiny drops of liquid




•
 
she sprayed herself with perfume.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) be driven through the air or forced out of something in tiny drops




•
 
water sprayed into the air.










4.
 
treat (a plant) with insecticide or herbicide in a spray




•
 
avoid spraying your plants with pesticides.










5.
 
scatter (something) somewhere with great force




•
 
the truck shuddered to a halt, spraying gravel from under its wheels.










6.
 
fire a rapid succession of bullets at




•
 
enemy gunners sprayed the decks of the warships.










7.
 
(of a male cat) direct a stream of urine over (an object or area) to mark a territory.




8.
 
(in a sporting context) kick, hit, or throw (the ball) in an unpredictable or inaccurate direction




•
 
he began his round by spraying his fairway shots.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sprayable






adjective













2.
 
sprayer

 
/ˈsprāər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier as 
spry

 ): related to Middle Dutch 
spra(e)yen

 ‘sprinkle.’





spray2


 
/sprā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stem or small branch of a tree or plant, bearing flowers and foliage




•
 


a spray of

 honeysuckle.










2.
 
a bunch of cut flowers arranged in an attractive way.




3.
 
a brooch in the form of a bouquet of flowers.











– origin

 Middle English: representing late Old English 
(e)sprei

 , recorded in personal and place names, of unknown origin.






spraydeck

 
/ˈsprādek/






noun




a flexible cover that is fitted to the opening in the top of a kayak to form a waterproof seal around the kayaker's body.













spray-dry

 
/ˈsprāˌdrī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dry (a foodstuff or a ceramic material) by spraying particles of it into a current of hot air, the water in the particles being rapidly evaporated.








II.
 
derivatives





spray dryer






noun





















spray gun

 
/ˈsprā ˌɡən/






noun




a device resembling a gun that is used to spray a liquid such as paint or pesticide under pressure.













spray paint

 
/ˈsprā ˌpānt/





I.
 
noun




paint that is contained in an aerosol can for the purpose of spraying onto a surface




•
 
a can of luminous yellow spray paint.














II.
 
verb

 — (
spray-paint

 ) [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
paint (an image or message) onto a surface with a spray.




2.
 
paint (a surface) with a spray




•
 
they were spray-painting the chairs.



















sprayskirt

 
/ˈsprāskərt/






noun




another term for spraydeck
 .













spray tan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a beauty treatment in which the body is sprayed with a product containing chemicals that react with the skin to produce an artificial suntan




•
 
I get a spray tan about once a week at a local salon.










2.
 
an artificial suntan




•
 
her sequins and spray tan have been replaced by a hooded jumper and leggings.














II.
 
derivatives





spray-tanned






adjective






















spread

 
/spred/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — open out (something) so as to extend its surface area, width, or length




•
 
I spread a towel on the sand and sat down




•
 
she helped Chris to 
spread out

 the map.










2.
 
stretch out (arms, legs, hands, fingers, or wings) so that they are far apart




•
 
the swan spread its wings.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial

 ]
 — extend over a large or increasing area




•
 
she stood at the window looking at the town spread out below.










4.
 
(
spread out

 )
 — (of a group of people) move apart so as to cover a wider area




•
 
the Marines spread out across the docks.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial

 ]
 — distribute or disperse (something) over a certain area




•
 
volcanic eruptions spread dust high into the stratosphere.










6.
 
gradually reach or cause to reach a larger and larger area or more and more people


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the violence spread from the city to the suburbs




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she's always spreading rumors about other people.










7.
 
(of people, animals, or plants) become distributed over a large or larger area




•
 
the owls have spread as far north as Yellowknife.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial

 ]
 — distribute (something) in a specified way




•
 
you can 
spread

 the payments 
over

 as long a period as you like.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
adverbial

 ]
 — apply (a substance) to an object or surface in an even layer




•
 
he sighed, spreading jam on a croissant.










10.
 
cover (a surface) with a substance in an even layer




•
 
spread each slice thinly with mayonnaise.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial

 ]
 — be able to be applied in an even layer




•
 
the whipped butter spreads easily.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 lay (a table) for a meal.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or process of spreading over an area




•
 
the spread of AIDS




•
 
the spread of the urban population into rural areas.










2.
 
the extent, width, or area covered by something




•
 
the male's antlers can attain a spread of six feet.










3.
 
the wingspan of a bird.




4.
 
an expanse or amount of something




•
 
the green spread of the park.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a large farm or ranch.




6.
 
the range or variety of something




•
 
a wide spread of ages.










7.
 
the difference between two rates or prices




•
 
the very narrow spread between borrowing and deposit rates.










8.
 
short for point spread
 .




9.
 
a soft paste that can be applied in a layer to bread or other food.




10.
 
an article or advertisement covering several columns or pages of a newspaper or magazine, especially one on two facing pages




•
 
a double-page spread.










11.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a bedspread.




12.
 


‹informal›

 a large and impressively elaborate meal.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
spread like wildfire






see wildfire
 .









2.
 
spread oneself too thin






be involved in so many different activities or projects that one's time and energy are not used to good effect.









3.
 
spread one's wings






see wing
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





spreadable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
-sprǣdan

 (used in combinations); related to Dutch 
spreiden

 and German 
spreiten

 .





spread-eagle





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be spread-eagled

 )


1.
 
stretch (someone) out with their arms and legs extended




•
 
he lay spread-eagled in the road.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Skating]

 perform a spread eagle.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an emblematic representation of an eagle with its legs and wings extended.




2.
 


[Figure Skating]

 a straight glide made with the feet in a line, with the heels touching, and the arms stretched out to either side.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 stretched out with one's arms and legs extended




•
 
prisoners are chained to their beds, spread-eagle, for days at a time.










2.
 


(US)

 loudly or aggressively patriotic about the US




•
 
spread-eagle oratory.



















spreader

 
/ˈspredər/






noun



1.
 
a device used for spreading or scattering a substance over a wide area.




2.
 
a person who spreads or disseminates something




•
 
children are major spreaders of influenza in schools.










3.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — a device that spreads apart one thing from another




•
 
rubber toe-spreaders used for pedicures.










4.
 
a bar attached to the mast of a yacht in order to spread the angle of the upper shrouds.













spreadsheet

 
/ˈspredˌSHēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an electronic document in which data is arranged in the rows and columns of a grid and can be manipulated and used in calculations




•
 
we have a color-coded Excel spreadsheet of all of our trip expenses




•
 
William spent most of the day updating the Risk Assessment spreadsheet.










2.
 
a computer program used to create and manipulate spreadsheets.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
spreadsheeting

 )


1.
 
use or create a spreadsheet.














Sprechgesang

 
/ˈSHprekɡəˌzäNG /

 
sprechgesang





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a style of dramatic vocalization intermediate between speech and song.











– origin

 German, literally ‘speech song.’





Sprechstimme

 
/ˈSHprekˌSHtimə /

 
sprechstimme





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 another term for Sprechgesang
 .




2.
 


[Music]

 the kind of voice used in Sprechgesang.











– origin

 German, literally ‘speech voice.’





spree

 
/sprē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a spell or sustained period of unrestrained activity of a particular kind




•
 
he went on a six-month crime spree




•
 
a shopping spree.










2.
 
a spell of unrestrained drinking.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 take part in a spree.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





spreite

 
/sprīt, ˈSHprītə/





I.
 
noun






[Paleontology]

 a banded pattern of uncertain origin found in the infill of the burrows of certain fossil invertebrates.











– origin

 1960s: from German 
Spreite

 ‘layer, lamina.’





sprezzatura

 
/ˌspretsəˈt(y)o͝orə/





I.
 
noun




studied carelessness, especially as a characteristic quality or style of art or literature.











– origin

 Italian.





sprig1


 
/spriɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small stem bearing leaves or flowers, taken from a bush or plant




•
 
a sprig of holly.










2.
 
a descendant or younger member of a family or social class




•
 
a sprig of the French nobility.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a young man.




4.
 
a small molded decoration applied to a piece of pottery before firing.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (pottery) with small, separately molded designs.








III.
 
derivatives





spriggy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from or related to Low German 
sprick

 .





sprig2


 
/spriɡ/





I.
 
noun




another term for glazier's point
 .











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





sprigged

 
/spriɡd/






adjective




(chiefly of fabric or paper) decorated with a design of sprigs of leaves or flowers.













sprightly

 
/ˈsprītlē /

 
spritely





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an old person) lively; full of energy




•
 
she was quite sprightly for her age.














II.
 
derivatives





sprightliness

 
/ˈsprītlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
spright

 (rare variant of sprite
 ) + -ly
 1
 .






spring

 
/spriNG/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or jump suddenly or rapidly upward or forward




•
 
I sprang out of bed




•
 


‹figurative›

 they sprang to her defense.










2.
 
move rapidly or suddenly from a constrained position by or as if by the action of a spring




•
 
the drawer sprang open.










3.
 
operate suddenly by means of a mechanism


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the engine sprang into life.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a game bird) to rise from cover.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 bring about the escape or release of (a prisoner)




•
 
the president sought to spring the hostages.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
spring from

 )
 — originate or arise from




•
 
madness and creativity could spring from the same source.










7.
 
appear suddenly or unexpectedly from




•
 
tears sprang from his eyes.










8.
 
(
spring up

 )
 — suddenly develop or appear




•
 
a terrible storm sprang up.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
spring something on

 )
 — present or propose something suddenly or unexpectedly to (someone)




•
 
we decided to spring a surprise on them.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
sprung

 )
 — cushion or fit (a vehicle or item of furniture) with springs




•
 
a fully sprung mattress.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of wood) become warped or split.




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a boat) suffer splitting of (a mast or other part).




13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
spring for

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 pay for, especially as a treat for someone else




•
 
he's never offered to spring for dinner.










14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 spend (money)




•
 
he might spring a few pennies more.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the season after winter and before summer, in which vegetation begins to appear, in the northern hemisphere from March to May and in the southern hemisphere from September to November




•
 
in spring the garden is a feast of blossom




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
spring rain




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was in the spring of his years.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the period from the vernal equinox to the summer solstice.




3.
 
short for spring tide
 .




4.
 
a resilient device, typically a helical metal coil, that can be pressed or pulled but returns to its former shape when released, used chiefly to exert constant tension or absorb movement.




5.
 
the ability to spring back strongly; elasticity




•
 
the mattress has lost its spring.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sudden jump upward or forward




•
 
with a sudden spring, he leapt onto the table.










7.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an escape or release from prison.




8.
 
a place where water or oil wells up from an underground source, or the basin or flow formed in such a way


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
spring water.










9.
 
the origin or a source of something




•
 
the place was a spring of musical talent.










10.
 
an upward curvature of a ship's deck planking from the horizontal.




11.
 
a split in a wooden plank or spar under strain.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
spring a leak






(of a boat or container) develop a leak.

[originally a phrase in nautical use, referring to timbers springing out of position.]









2.
 
spring a trap





a.
 
cause a trap for catching animals to close suddenly.




b.
 
trick someone into doing something




•
 
she decided to spring the trap after noticing that her husband was behaving erratically.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
springless






adjective













2.
 
springlike

 
/ˈspriNGˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
spring

 (noun), 
springan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
springen

 . Early use in the senses ‘head of a well’ and ‘rush out in a stream’ gave rise to the figurative use ‘originate.’





spring beauty






noun




a spring-flowering succulent plant of the purslane family.

[Genus 
Claytonia

 , family 
Portulacaceae

 : several species, in particular the white- or pink-flowered 
C. virginica

 , found in moist woods in North America.]













springboard

 
/ˈspriNGbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a strong, flexible board from which someone can jump in order to gain added impetus when performing a dive or a gymnastic movement.




2.
 
a thing that lends impetus or assistance to a particular action, enterprise, or development




•
 
an economic plan that may be the springboard for recovery.



















springbok

 
/ˈspriNGˌbäk/





I.
 
noun




a gazelle with a characteristic habit of leaping (pronking) when disturbed, forming large herds on arid plains in southern Africa.

[
Antidorcas marsupialis

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Afrikaans, from Dutch 
springen

 ‘to spring’ + 
bok

 ‘antelope.’





spring break






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a week's vacation for students in the spring, typically at Easter.













spring chicken

 
/ˌspriNG ˈCHikən/






noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a young person




•
 
you're no spring chicken yourself anymore.










2.
 
a young chicken for eating (originally available only in spring).













spring cleaning

 
/spriNG ˈklēniNG/





I.
 
noun




a thorough cleaning of a house or room, typically undertaken in spring.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean (a home or room) thoroughly




•
 
it was Veronica who spring-cleaned the apartment.



















Springdale

 
/ˈspriNGˌdāl/






a commercial and agricultural city in northwestern Arkansas; pop. 68,180 (est. 2008).









springe

 
/sprinj/





I.
 
noun




a noose or snare for catching small game.











– origin

 Middle English: from the base of spring
 .






spring equinox






noun




another term for vernal equinox
 .













springer

 
/ˈspriNGər/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
springer spaniel

 )
 — a small spaniel of a breed originally used to spring game. There are two main breeds, the 
English springer spaniel

 , typically black and white or brown and white, and the less common red and white 
Welsh springer spaniel

 .




2.
 


[Architecture]

 the lowest stone in an arch, where the curve begins.




3.
 
a cow or heifer near to calving.













springerle

 
/SHpriNGərlə/





I.
 
noun




a German anise-flavored Christmas cookie with an embossed design on top made with a special rolling pin.











– origin

 German dialect 
Springerle

 , literally ‘little jumping horses.’






Spring Festival






noun




another name for Chinese New Year
 .













spring fever

 
/spriNG ˈfēvər/






noun




a feeling of restlessness and excitement felt at the beginning of spring.













Springfield

 
/ˈspriNGfēld/





I.
 
the state capital of Illinois; pop. 117,352 (est. 2008). It was the home and burial place of Abraham Lincoln.




II.
 
a city in southwestern Massachusetts, on the Connecticut River; pop. 150,640 (est. 2008). It was first settled in 1636.




III.
 
a city in southwestern Missouri, on the northern edge of the Ozark Mountains; pop. 156,206 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
a city in west central Ohio, west of Columbus and northeast of Dayton; pop. 62,269 (est. 2008).




V.
 
a city in western Oregon, on the Willamette River, an eastern suburb of Eugene; pop. 57,224 (est. 2008).









Springfield, Dusty






(1939–99), British pop-rock singer; born 
Mary O'Brien

 . Her hits include 
“You Don't Have to Say You Love Me”

 (1966) and 
“What Have I Done to Deserve This”

 (1987). Among her albums are 
Dusty in Memphis

 (1969), 
Reputation

 (1990), and 
A Very Fine Love

 (1995).









springform pan

 
/ˈspriNGfôrm ˌpan/






noun




a round cake pan with a removable bottom that is held in place by a sprung collar forming the sides.













springhare

 
/ˈspriNGˌher /

 
springhaas






noun




a large nocturnal burrowing rodent resembling a miniature kangaroo, with a rabbitlike head, a long bushy tail, and long hind limbs, native to southern Africa.

[
Pedetes capensis

 , the only member of the family 
Pedetidae

 .]













spring line






noun




a hawser laid out diagonally aft from a ship's bow or forward from a ship's stern and secured to a fixed point in order to prevent movement or assist maneuvering.













spring-loaded

 
/ˈˌspriNG ˈˌlōdəd/






adjective




containing a compressed or stretched spring pressing one part against another




•
 
a spring-loaded clothespin.



















spring lock

 
/spriNG läk/






noun




a type of lock with a spring-loaded bolt that requires a key to open it, as distinct from a deadbolt.













spring onion

 
//






noun




British term for green onion
 .













spring roll

 
/spriNG rōl/






noun




an Asian snack consisting of rice paper filled with minced vegetables and usually meat, rolled into a cylinder and fried.













Springsteen, Bruce

 
/ˈspriNGˌstēn/






(1949–), US rock singer, songwriter, and guitarist; noted for his songs about working-class life in the US; full name 
Bruce Frederick Joseph Springsteen

 . Notable albums: 
Born to Run

 (1975) and 
Born in the U.S.A.

 (1984).









springtail

 
/ˈspriNGtāl/






noun




a minute primitive wingless insect that has a springlike organ under the abdomen that enables it to leap when disturbed. Springtails are abundant in the soil and leaf litter.

[Order 
Collembola

 : many families.]













springtide

 
/ˈspriNGˌtīd/






noun






‹literary›

 term for springtime
 .














spring tide

 
/ˈspriNG ˌtīd/






noun




a tide just after a new or full moon, when there is the greatest difference between high and low water.














springtime

 
/ˈspriNGˌtīm/






noun



1.
 
the season of spring.




2.
 


‹literary›

 the early part or first stage of something




•
 
the springtime of their marriage.



















spring training






noun






[Baseball]

 the preseason period, especially in February and March, when baseball players prepare for the upcoming season.













spring water






noun




water from a spring, as opposed to river water or rainwater.













springy

 
/ˈspriNGē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
springing back quickly when squeezed or stretched; elastic




•
 
the springy turf.










2.
 
(of movements) light and confident




•
 
he left the room with a springy step.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
springily

 
/ˈspriNGəlē /






adverb













2.
 
springiness

 
/ˈspriNGēnəs /






noun





















sprinkle

 
/ˈspriNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — scatter or pour small drops or particles of a substance over (an object or surface)




•
 
I sprinkled the floor with water.










2.
 
scatter or pour (small drops or particles of a substance) over an object or surface




•
 
sprinkle sesame seeds over the top.










3.
 
distribute or disperse something randomly or irregularly throughout (something)




•
 
he sprinkled his conversation with quotations.










4.
 
place or attach (a number of things) at irregularly spaced intervals




•
 
a dress with little daisies sprinkled all over it.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
it sprinkles

 , 
it is sprinkling

 , etc.)
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 rain very lightly




•
 
it began to sprinkle.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small quantity or amount of something scattered over an object or surface




•
 


a

 generous 
sprinkle of

 pepper




•
 


‹figurative›

 fiction with 
a sprinkle of

 fact.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a light rain.




3.
 
(
sprinkles

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 tiny sugar shapes, typically rods and balls, used for decorating cakes, ice cream, and other desserts.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Middle Dutch 
sprenkelen

 .





sprinkler

 
/ˈspriNGk(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a device that sprays water.




2.
 
a device used for watering lawns.




3.
 
an automatic fire extinguisher installed in the ceilings of a building.













sprinkling

 
/ˈspriNGk(ə)liNG/






noun




a small thinly distributed amount of something




•
 


a sprinkling of

 gray in his hair.



















sprint

 
/sprint/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
run at full speed over a short distance




•
 
I saw Charlie sprinting through the traffic toward me.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or short spell of running at full speed.




2.
 
a short, fast race in which the competitors run a distance of 400 meters or less




•
 
the 100 meters sprint.










3.
 
a short, fast race or exercise in cycling, swimming, horse racing, etc.








III.
 
derivatives





sprinter

 
/ˈsprin(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a dialect term meaning ‘a bound or spring’): related to Swedish 
spritta

 .





sprinting

 
/ˈsprin(t)iNG/






noun




the competitive athletic sport of running distances of 400 meters or less.













sprit

 
/sprit/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 a small spar reaching diagonally from low on a mast to the upper outer corner of a sail.











– origin

 Old English 
sprēot

 ‘(punting) pole’; related to sprout
 .






sprite

 
/sprīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elf or fairy.




2.
 
a computer graphic that may be moved on-screen and otherwise manipulated as a single entity.




3.
 
a faint flash, typically red, sometimes emitted in the upper atmosphere over a thunderstorm owing to the collision of high-energy electrons with air molecules.











– origin

 Middle English: alteration of 
sprit

 , a contraction of spirit
 .





spritsail

 
/ˈspritsəl ˈspritˌsāl/






noun



1.
 
a sail extended by a sprit.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a sail extended by a yard set under a ship's bowsprit.













spritz

 
/sprits/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
squirt or spray something at or onto (something) in quick, short bursts




•
 
she spritzed her neck with cologne.










2.
 
spray (a liquid) in a quick, short bursts




•
 
she spritzed some perfume behind her ears.














II.
 
noun




an act or an instance of squirting or spraying in quick short bursts.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
spritzen

 ‘to squirt.’





spritzer

 
/ˈspritsər/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of wine and soda water.











– origin

 1960s: from German 
Spritzer

 ‘a splash.’





sprocket

 
/ˈspräkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of several projections on the rim of a wheel that engage with the links of a chain or with holes in film, tape, or paper.




2.
 
(also 
sprocket wheel

 )
 — a wheel with sprockets.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a triangular piece of timber used in a roof): of unknown origin.






sprout

 
/sprout/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) put forth shoots




•
 
the weeds begin to sprout.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — grow (plant shoots or hair)




•
 
many black cats sprout a few white hairs.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant, flower, or hair) start to grow; spring up




•
 
crocuses sprouted up from the grass.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — appear or develop suddenly and in large numbers




•
 
plush new hotels are 
sprouting up

 everywhere.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a shoot of a plant.




2.
 
(
sprouts

 )
 — young shoots eaten as a vegetable, especially the shoots of alfalfa, mung beans, or soybeans.




3.
 
short for Brussels sprout
 .











– origin

 Middle English: related to Dutch 
spruiten

 and German 
spriessen

 .





Spruance, Raymond Ames

 
/ˈspro͞oəns/






(1886–1969), US admiral. After commanding at Midway (1942) and in other areas of the Pacific during World War II, he was made commander in chief of the US Pacific fleet 1945–46. He later served as the US ambassador to the Philippines 1952–55.










spruce1


 
/spro͞os/





I.
 
noun




a widespread coniferous tree that has a distinctive conical shape and hanging cones, widely grown for timber, pulp, and Christmas trees.

[Genus 
Picea

 , family 
Pinaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting Prussia or something originating in Prussia): alteration of obsolete 
Pruce

 ‘Prussia.’ The application to the tree dates from the early 17th cent.





spruce2


 
/spro͞os/





I.
 
adjective




neat in dress and appearance




•
 
he looked as spruce as if he were getting married.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
spruce someone/something up

 )


1.
 
make a person or place smarter or tidier




•
 
the fund will be used to spruce up historic buildings.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sprucely

 
/ˈspro͞oslē /






adverb













2.
 
spruceness

 
/ˈspro͞osnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from spruce
 1
 in the obsolete sense ‘Prussian,’ in the phrase 
spruce (leather) jerkin

 .





spruce beer

 
/spro͞os bi(ə)r/






noun




a fermented drink using spruce twigs and needles as flavoring.














spruce budworm






noun




the brown caterpillar of a small North American moth that is a serious pest of spruce and other conifers.

[
Choristoneura fumiferana

 , family 
Tortricidae

 .]













sprue1


 
/spro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a channel through which metal or plastic is poured into a mold.




2.
 
a piece of metal or plastic that has solidified in a sprue, especially one joining a number of small molded plastic items.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





sprue2


 
/spro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
disease of the small intestine causing malabsorption of food, in particular




2.
 
(also 
tropical sprue

 )
 — a disease characterized by ulceration of the mouth and chronic enteritis, suffered by visitors to tropical regions from temperate countries.




3.
 
(also 
nontropical sprue

 )
 — another term for celiac disease
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Dutch 
spruw

 ‘thrush’; perhaps related to Flemish 
spruwen

 ‘sprinkle.’





sprung

 
/sprəNG/






past and past participle of spring
 .









sprung rhythm

 
/sprəNG ˈriT͟Həm/





I.
 
noun




a poetic meter approximating speech, each foot having one stressed syllable followed by a varying number of unstressed ones.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: coined by G. M. Hopkins, who used the meter.





spry

 
/sprī/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an old person) active; lively




•
 
he continued to look spry and active well into his eighties.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spryly

 
/ˈsprīlē /






adverb













2.
 
spryness

 
/ˈsprīnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





s.p.s.






abbreviation




without surviving issue.

[from Latin 
sine prole superstite

 .]













spt.






abbreviation




seaport.













spud

 
/spəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a potato.




2.
 
a small, narrow spade for cutting the roots of plants, especially weeds.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a short length of pipe that is used to connect two components or that takes the form of a projection from a fitting to which a pipe may be screwed




•
 
a spud washer.










4.
 
a chisel-like tool, as for removing bark or digging into ice.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dig up or cut (plants, especially weeds) with a spud.




2.
 
make the initial drilling for (an oil well).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a short knife): of unknown origin. The sense ‘potato’ (dating from the mid 19th cent.) was originally slang and dialect.





spud wrench






noun




a long bar with a socket on the end for tightening bolts.













spumante

 
/spəˈmäntē, spyə-/





I.
 
noun




an Italian sparkling white wine.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘sparkling.’





spume

 
/spyo͞om /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun




froth or foam, especially that found on waves.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form or produce a mass of froth or foam




•
 
water was spuming under the mill.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spumous

 
/-məs /






adjective













2.
 
spumy






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
(e)spume

 or Latin 
spuma

 .





spumoni

 
/spo͝oˈmōnē /

 
spumone





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a kind of ice cream with different colors and flavors in layers, and often made with bits of fruit and nuts.











– origin

 from Italian 
spumone

 , from 
spuma

 ‘foam.’





spun

 
/spən/






past and past participle of spin
 .










spunk

 
/spəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 courage and determination.




2.
 
tinder; touchwood.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 semen.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘a spark, vestige’): of unknown origin; perhaps a blend of spark
 1
 and obsolete 
funk

 ‘spark.’





spunky

 
/ˈspəNGkē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 courageous and determined




•
 
a spunky performance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spunkily

 
/ˈspəNGkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
spunkiness






noun





















spun silk

 
/spən silk/






noun



1.
 
yarn made of short-fibered and waste silk.




2.
 
fabric made from spun silk.













spun sugar






noun




hardened sugar syrup drawn out into long filaments and used to make cotton candy or as a decoration for sweet dishes.













spun yarn

 
/spən yärn/






noun






[Nautical]

 cord made by twisting together from two to four untwisted yarns of tarred hemp.














spur

 
/spər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device with a small spike or a spiked wheel that is worn on a rider's heel and used for urging a horse forward.




2.
 
a hard spike on the back of the leg of a cock or male game bird, used in fighting.




3.
 
a steel point fastened to the leg of a gamecock.




4.
 
a thing that prompts or encourages someone; an incentive




•
 
profit was both the spur and the reward of enterprise.










5.
 
a thing that projects or branches off from a main body, in particular




6.
 
a projection from a mountain or mountain range.




7.
 
a short branch road or rail line.




8.
 


[Botany]

 a slender tubular projection from the base of a flower, e.g., a honeysuckle or orchid, typically containing nectar.




9.
 
a short fruit-bearing side shoot.




10.
 


[Medicine]

 a short pointed growth or process on a part of the body.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
urge (a horse) forward by digging one's spurs into its sides




•
 
she spurred her horse toward the hedge.










2.
 
give an incentive or encouragement to (someone)




•
 
her sons' passion for computer games 
spurred

 her 
on

 to set up a software store.










3.
 
cause or promote the development of; stimulate




•
 
governments cut interest rates to spur demand.














III.
 
phrases





on the spur of the moment






on impulse; without planning in advance




•
 
I don't generally do things on the spur of the moment




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a spur-of-the-moment decision.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spurless






adjective













2.
 
spurred

 
/spərd /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
spora

 , 
spura

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
spoor

 and German 
Sporn

 , also to spurn
 .





spurge

 
/spərj/





I.
 
noun




a herbaceous plant or shrub with milky latex and very small typically greenish flowers. Many kinds are cultivated as ornamentals and some are of commercial importance.

[Genus 
Euphorbia

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espurge

 , from 
espurgier

 , from Latin 
expurgare

 ‘cleanse’ (because of the purgative properties of the milky latex).






spur gear

 
/spər ɡi(ə)r/






noun




a gearwheel with teeth projecting parallel to the wheel's axis.













spurge laurel

 
/spərj ˈlôrəl/






noun




a low-growing evergreen Eurasian shrub with leathery leaves, small green flowers, and black poisonous berries.

[
Daphne laureola

 , family 
Thymelaeaceae

 .]













spurious

 
/ˈsp(y)o͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not being what it purports to be; false or fake




•
 
separating authentic and spurious claims.










2.
 
(of a line of reasoning) apparently but not actually valid




•
 
this spurious reasoning results in nonsense.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of offspring) illegitimate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
spuriously

 
/ˈsp(y)o͝orēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
spuriousness

 
/ˈsp(y)o͝orēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘born out of wedlock’): from Latin 
spurius

 ‘false’ + -ous
 .






spurn

 
/spərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reject with disdain or contempt




•
 
he spoke gruffly, as if afraid that his invitation would be spurned.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 strike, tread, or push away with the foot




•
 
with one touch of my feet, I spurn the solid Earth.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an act of spurning.








III.
 
derivatives





spurner

 
/ˈspərnər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
spurnan

 , 
spornan

 ; related to Latin 
spernere

 ‘to scorn’; compare with spur
 .





spurrey

 
/ˈspərē /

 
spurry





I.
 
noun




a small widely distributed plant of the pink family, with pink or white flowers.

[Genera 
Spergula

 and 
Spergularia

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 : several species, in particular 
corn spurrey

 (
Spergula arvensis

 ), a spindly weed of cornfields, and 
sand spurrey

 (
Spergularia rubra

 ), of sandy and gravelly soils.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Dutch 
spurrie

 ; probably related to medieval Latin 
spergula

 .





spurrier

 
/ˈspərēər/






noun






‹rare›

 a person who makes spurs.














spurt

 
/spərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gush out in a sudden and forceful stream




•
 
he cut his finger, and blood spurted over the sliced potatoes.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to gush out suddenly




•
 
the kettle boiled and spurted scalding water everywhere.










3.
 
move with a sudden burst of speed




•
 
the other car had spurted to the top of the ramp




•
 


‹figurative›

 automobile sales spurted 2.1 percent in May.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden gushing stream




•
 
a sudden spurt of blood gushed into her eyes.










2.
 
a sudden marked burst or increase of activity or speed




•
 
late in the race he 
put on a spurt

 and reached second place




•
 
a growth spurt.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





spur wheel

 
/spər (h)wēl/






noun




another term for spur gear
 .













Sputnik

 
/ˈspətnik, ˈspo͝ot-/





I.
 
noun




each of a series of Soviet artificial satellites, the first of which (launched on October 4, 1957) was the first satellite to be placed in orbit.











– origin

 Russian, literally ‘fellow-traveler.’






sputter

 
/ˈspədər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a series of soft explosive sounds, typically when being heated or as a symptom of a fault




•
 
the engine sputtered and stopped.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — speak in a series of incoherent bursts as a result of indignation or some other strong emotion


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“But … but …” she sputtered.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — emit with a spitting sound




•
 
the goose is in the oven, sputtering fat.










4.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — proceed or develop in a spasmodic and feeble way




•
 
strikes in the public services sputtered on.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 deposit (metal) on a surface by using fast ions to eject particles of it from a target.




6.
 
cover (a surface) with metal by sputter method.








II.
 
noun




a series of soft explosive sounds, typically produced by an engine or by something heating or burning




•
 
the sputter of the motor died away.














III.
 
derivatives





sputterer






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): from Dutch 
sputteren

 , of imitative origin.





sputum

 
/ˈspyo͞odəm/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of saliva and mucus coughed up from the respiratory tract, typically as a result of infection or other disease and often examined microscopically to aid medical diagnosis.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, neuter past participle of 
spuere

 ‘to spit.’






spy

 
/spī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who secretly collects and reports information on the activities, movements, and plans of an enemy or competitor.




2.
 
a person who keeps watch on others secretly


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a spy camera.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work for a government or other organization by secretly collecting information about enemies or competitors




•
 
he agreed to spy for the West.










2.
 
(
spy on

 )
 — observe (someone) furtively




•
 
the couple were spied on by reporters.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — discern or make out, especially by careful observation




•
 
he could spy a figure in the distance.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
spy something out

 )
 — collect information about something to use in deciding how to act




•
 
he would go and spy out the land.














III.
 
derivatives





spying

 
/ˈspīiNG /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
espie

 ‘espying,’ 
espier

 ‘espy,’ of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
specere

 ‘behold, look.’





spyglass

 
/ˈspīˌɡlas/






noun




a small handheld telescope.













spymaster

 
/ˈspīˌmastər/






noun




the head of an organization of spies.













spy plane






noun




a military aircraft engaged in secret surveillance activity.













spyware

 
/ˈspīwer/






noun




software that enables a user to obtain covert information about another's computer activities by transmitting data covertly from their hard drive.













sq.

 
//






abbreviation




square




•
 
51,100 sq. km.



















SQL

 
/ˈˌes ˈˌkyo͞o ˈel/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Structured Query Language, an international standard for database manipulation.













squab

 
/skwäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a young unfledged pigeon.




2.
 
the flesh of young pigeon as food




•
 
roast squab.










3.
 
a thick stuffed cushion, especially one covering the seat of a chair or sofa.








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a person) short and fat.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘inexperienced person’): of unknown origin; compare with obsolete 
quab

 ‘shapeless thing’ and Swedish dialect 
skvabba

 ‘fat woman.’





squabble

 
/ˈskwäbəl/





I.
 
noun




a noisy quarrel about something petty or trivial




•
 
family squabbles.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
quarrel noisily over a trivial matter




•
 
the boys were squabbling over a ball.














III.
 
derivatives





squabbler

 
/ˈskwäb(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably imitative; compare with Swedish dialect 
skvabbel

 ‘a dispute.’





squad

 
/skwäd/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a small group of people having a particular task




•
 
an assassination squad.










2.
 
a small number of soldiers assembled for drill or assigned to some special task, especially an infantry unit forming part of a platoon.




3.
 
a group of sports players or competitors from which a team is chosen




•
 
eleven first-string players on the Nebraska squad.










4.
 
a division of a police force dealing with a particular crime or type of crime




•
 
the narcotics crime squad.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: shortening of French 
escouade

 , variant of 
escadre

 , from Italian 
squadra

 ‘square.’





squad car

 
/ˈskwäd ˌkär/






noun




a police patrol car.













squadron

 
/ˈskwädrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an operational unit in an air force consisting of two or more flights of aircraft and the personnel required to fly them.




2.
 
a principal division of an armored or cavalry regiment, consisting of two or more troops.




3.
 
a group of warships detached on a particular duty or under the command of a flag officer.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a large group of people or things




•
 
he immediately commissioned a squadron of architects.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting a group of soldiers in square formation): from Italian 
squadrone

 , from 
squadra

 ‘square.’






squalamine

 
/ˈskwāləˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound of the steroid type that is found in sharks and that has antibiotic properties.











– origin

 1990s: from Latin 
squalus

 (denoting a kind of marine fish and used as a rare term in English for ‘shark’) + amine
 .





squalene

 
/ˈskwālēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an oily liquid hydrocarbon that occurs in shark liver oil and human sebum, and is a metabolic precursor of sterols.

[A triterpenoid; chem. formula: C30
 H50
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
squalus

 (see squalamine
 ) + -ene
 .





squalid

 
/ˈskwäləd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a place) extremely dirty and unpleasant, especially as a result of poverty or neglect




•
 
the squalid, overcrowded prison.










2.
 
showing or involving a contemptible lack of moral standards




•
 
a squalid attempt to save themselves from electoral embarrassment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squalidly






adverb













2.
 
squalidness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
squalidus

 , from 
squalere

 ‘be rough or dirty.’





squall

 
/skwôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden violent gust of wind or a localized storm, especially one bringing rain, snow, or sleet




•
 
low clouds and squalls of driving rain.










2.
 
a loud cry




•
 
he emitted a short mournful squall.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a baby or small child) cry noisily and continuously




•
 
Sarah was squalling in her crib.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably an alteration of squeal
 , influenced by bawl
 .





squall line

 
/skwôl līn/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a narrow band of high winds and storms associated with a cold front.













squally

 
/ˈskwôlē/






adjective




(of weather) characterized by squalls




•
 
squally showers.



















squalor

 
/ˈskwälər/





I.
 
noun




a state of being extremely dirty and unpleasant, especially as a result of poverty or neglect




•
 
they lived in squalor and disease.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
squalere

 ‘be dirty.’





Squamata

 
/skwāˈmädə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a large order of reptiles that comprises the snakes, lizards, and worm lizards.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
squama

 ‘scale.’





squamate

 
/ˈskwāˌmāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a reptile of the large order 
Squamata

 ; a snake, lizard, or worm lizard.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting squamates.













Squamish

 
/ˈskwämiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southwestern British Columbia.




2.
 
the Salishan language of the Squamish.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Squamish or their language.











– origin

 alteration of the Squamish name.





squamosal

 
/skwāˈmōsəl/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the squamous portion of the temporal bone, especially when this forms a separate bone that, in mammals, articulates with the lower jaw.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
squamosus

 (from 
squama

 ‘scale’) + -al
 .





squamous

 
/ˈskwāməs /

 
squamose





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with or characterized by scales




•
 
a squamous black hide.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to, consisting of, or denoting a layer of epithelium that consists of very thin flattened cells




•
 
squamous cell carcinoma.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Anatomy]

 denoting the flat portion of the temporal bone that forms part of the side of the skull.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
squamosus

 , from 
squama

 ‘scale.’





squander

 
/ˈskwändər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
waste (something, especially money or time) in a reckless and foolish manner




•
 
entrepreneurs squander their profits on expensive cars.










2.
 
allow (an opportunity) to pass or be lost




•
 
the team squandered several good scoring chances.














II.
 
derivatives





squanderer

 
/ˈskwänd(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





Squanto

 
/ˈskwän(t)ō/






(c.1585–1622), Pawtuxet Indian, later of the Wampanoag tribe in what is now Massachusetts. Captured by an English sea captain in 1615 and taken to Spain to be sold into slavery, he escaped and eventually returned to North America. He befriended the Pilgrims in Plymouth Colony in 1621 and acted as their interpreter and adviser on planting and fishing.









square

 
/skwer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plane figure with four equal straight sides and four right angles.




2.
 
a thing having the shape of four equal straight sides and four right angles




•
 
she tore a bit of cloth into a four-inch square.










3.
 
a thing having the shape or approximate shape of a cube




•
 
a small square of chocolate.










4.
 
an open (typically four-sided) area surrounded by buildings in a town, village, or city




•
 
a market square




•
 [in 
place names

 ]
 
Herald Square.










5.
 
an open area at the meeting of streets.




6.
 
a small square area on the board used in a game.




7.
 


(US)

 a block of buildings bounded by four streets.




8.
 


‹historical›

 a body of infantry drawn up in rectangular form.




9.
 
a unit of 100 square ft. used as a measure of flooring, roofing, etc.




10.
 
the product of a number multiplied by itself




•
 
a circle's area is proportional to the square of its radius.










11.
 
an L-shaped or T-shaped instrument used for obtaining or testing right angles




•
 
a carpenter's square.










12.
 


[Astrology]

 an aspect of 90° (one quarter of a circle)




•
 
Venus 
in square to

 Jupiter.










13.
 


‹informal›

 a person considered to be old-fashioned or boringly conventional in attitude or behavior.




14.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a square meal




•
 
three squares a day.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the shape or approximate shape of a square




•
 
a square table.










2.
 
having the shape or approximate shape of a cube




•
 
a square box.










3.
 
having or in the form of two right angles




•
 
a suitable length of wood with square ends.










4.
 
having an outline resembling two corners of a square




•
 
his square jaw.










5.
 
broad and solid in shape




•
 
he was short and square.










6.
 
denoting a unit of measurement equal to the area of a square whose side is of the unit specified




•
 
30,000 square feet of new gallery space.










7.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — denoting the length of each side of a square shape or object




•
 
the office was fifteen feet square.










8.
 
at right angles; perpendicular




•
 
these lines must be 
square to

 the top and bottom marked edges.










9.
 


[Astrology]

 having or denoting an aspect of 90°




•
 
Jupiter is square to the Sun.










10.
 
level or parallel




•
 
place one piece of wood on top of the other, ensuring that they are exactly square.










11.
 
properly arranged; in good order




•
 
we should get everything square before we leave.










12.
 
compatible or in agreement




•
 
he wanted to make sure we were 
square with

 the court's decision and not subject to a lawsuit.










13.
 
fair and honest




•
 
she'd been as square with him as anybody could be.










14.
 
(of two people) owing nothing to each other




•
 
an acknowledgment that we are square.










15.
 
with both players or sides having equal scores in a game




•
 
the goal brought the match 
all square

 once again.










16.
 


‹informal›

 old-fashioned or boringly conventional




•
 
Elvis was anything but square.










17.
 
(of rhythm) simple and straightforward.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
directly; straight




•
 
it hit me square in the forehead.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fairly; honestly




•
 
I'd acted square and on the level with him.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make square or rectangular; give a square or rectangular cross section to




•
 
you can 
square off

 the other edge.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
squared

 )
 — mark out in squares.




3.
 
multiply (a number) by itself




•
 
5 squared equals 25.










4.
 
[usu. as 
postpositive adj.

 ] (
squared

 )
 — convert (a linear unit of measurement) to a unit of area equal to a square whose side is of the unit specified




•
 
there were only three people per kilometer squared.










5.
 
make compatible; reconcile




•
 
I'm able to 
square

 my profession 
with

 my religious beliefs.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be compatible




•
 
do those announcements really 
square with

 the facts?










7.
 
balance (an account)




•
 
they're anxious to square their books before the audit.










8.
 
make the score of (a match or game) even


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
his goal squared the match 1-1.










9.
 


‹informal›

 secure the help, acquiescence, or silence of (someone), especially by offering an inducement




•
 
trying to square the press.










10.
 
bring (one's shoulders) into a position in which they appear square and broad, typically to prepare oneself for a difficult task or event




•
 
chin up, shoulders squared, she stepped into the room.










11.
 
(
square oneself

 )
 — adopt a posture of defense.




12.
 


[Sailing]

 set (a yard or other part of a ship) approximately at right angles to the keel or other point of reference.




13.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a planet) have a square aspect with (another planet or position)




•
 
Saturn squares the Sun on the 17th.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
back to (or at) square one








‹informal›

 back to where one started, with no progress having been made.









2.
 
on the square





a.
 


‹informal›

 honest; straightforward.




b.
 


‹informal›

 honestly; fairly.




c.
 
at right angles.









3.
 
out of square






not at right angles.









4.
 
square accounts with






see account
 .









5.
 
square the circle





a.
 
construct a square equal in area to a given circle (a problem incapable of a purely geometric solution).




b.
 
do something that is considered to be impossible.









6.
 
a square peg in a round hole






see peg
 .












VI.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
square something away








(N. Amer.)

 arrange or deal with something in a satisfactory way




•
 
don't you worry, we'll get things squared away.















2.
 
square off






assume the attitude of a person about to fight




•
 
the two men squared off




•
 


‹figurative›

 a debate gives the candidates an opportunity to square off.















3.
 
square up





a.
 
settle or pay an account




•
 
would you square up the bill?










b.
 
settle a dispute or misunderstanding




•
 
I want to square up whatever's wrong between us.


















VII.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squareness

 
/ˈskwernəs /






noun













2.
 
squarer

 
/ˈskwerər /






noun













3.
 
squarish






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
esquare

 (noun), 
esquarre

 (past participle, used as an adjective), 
esquarrer

 (verb), based on Latin 
quadra

 ‘square.’





square bracket

 
/skwe(ə)r ˈbrakət/






noun




another term for bracket
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).













square dance

 
/skwe(ə)r dans/





I.
 
noun




a country dance that starts with four couples facing one another in a square, with the steps and movements shouted out by a caller.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
square dancing

 )


1.
 
participate in a square dance.








III.
 
derivatives





square dancer






noun





















square deal






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a fair bargain or treatment




•
 
the workers feel they are not getting a square deal.



















squarehead

 
/ˈskwerˌhed/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stupid or inept person.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person of German, Dutch, or Scandinavian, especially Swedish, origin.













square knot

 
/skwe(ə)r nät/






noun






(US)

 a type of double knot that is made symmetrically to hold securely and to be easy to untie.













square law






noun






[Physics]

 a law relating two variables, one of which varies (directly or inversely) as the square of the other.

See also inverse square law
 .













squarely

 
/ˈskwerlē/






adverb



1.
 
directly, without deviating to one side




•
 
Ashley looked at him squarely.










2.
 
in a direct and uncompromising manner; without equivocation




•
 
they placed the blame squarely on the president.



















square meal

 
/skwe(ə)r mēl/





I.
 
noun




a substantial, satisfying, and balanced meal




•
 
three square meals a day.

















– origin

 said to derive from nautical use, with reference to the square platters on which meals were served on board ship.





square measure

 
/skwe(ə)r ˈmeZHər/






noun




a unit of measurement relating to area.













square-rigged

 
/ˈskwerˌriɡd/






adjective




(of a sailing ship) having the principal sails at right angles to the length of the ship, supported by horizontal yards attached to the mast or masts.













square-rigger

 
/ˈskwerˌriɡər/






noun




a square-rigged sailing ship.














square root

 
/ˌskwe(ə)r ˈro͞ot/






noun




a number that produces a specified quantity when multiplied by itself




•
 
7 is a square root of 49.



















square sail

 
/skwe(ə)r sāl/






noun




a four-cornered sail supported by a yard attached to a mast.













square-shouldered

 
/ˌskwerˈSHōldərd/






adjective




(of a person) having broad shoulders that do not slope.













squaretail

 
/ˈskwertāl/






noun




a fish of warm seas that has a slender cylindrical body and long tail, the base of which is square in cross section.

[Family 
Tetragonuridae

 and genus 
Tetragonurus

 : several species.]













square-toed

 
/ˌskwerˈtōd/






adjective



1.
 
(of shoes or boots) having broad, square toes.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 old-fashioned or formal.













square wave






noun






[Electronics]

 a periodic wave that varies abruptly in amplitude between two fixed values, spending equal times at each.













squark

 
/skwärk/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the supersymmetric counterpart of a quark, with spin 0 instead of ½.











– origin

 1980s: from 
s(uper)

 + quark
 1
 .






squash1


 
/skwäSH skwôSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
crush or squeeze (something) with force so that it becomes flat, soft, or out of shape




•
 
wash and squash the cans for the recycling bin




•
 (as 
adj.

 
squashed

 )
 
a squashed banana.










2.
 
squeeze or force (someone or something) into a small or restricted space




•
 
she squashed some of her clothes inside the bag.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make one's way into a small or restricted space




•
 
I squashed into the middle of the crowd.










4.
 
suppress, stifle, or subdue (a feeling, conjecture, or action)




•
 
the mournful sound did nothing to squash her high spirits.










5.
 
firmly reject (an idea or suggestion)




•
 
the proposal was immediately squashed by the Historical Society.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state of being squeezed or forced into a small or restricted space




•
 
it was a tight squash but he didn't seem to mind.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a sweet concentrated liquid made from or flavored with fruit juice, which is diluted to make a drink




•
 
orange squash.










3.
 
(also 
squash racquets

 )
 — a game in which two players use rackets to hit a small, soft rubber ball against the walls of a closed court.




4.
 


[Biology]

 a preparation of softened tissue that has been made thin for microscopic examination by gently compressing or tapping it.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): alteration of quash
 .





squash2


 
/skwäSH skwôSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible gourd, the flesh of which may be cooked and eaten as a vegetable.




2.
 
the trailing plant of the gourd family that produces this fruit.

[Genus 
Cucurbita

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 : many species and varieties, including the 
winter squashes

 and 
summer squashes

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: abbreviation of Narragansett 
asquutasquash

 .





squashberry

 
/ˈskwäSHˌberē, ˈskwôSH-/






noun




a North American viburnum which bears edible berries.

[
Viburnum edule

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













squash blossom






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting a type of silver jewelry made by Navajos characterized by designs resembling the flower of the squash plant.













squash bug






noun




a dark-colored bug with forewings marked by many veins.

[Family 
Coreidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : many species, in particular the North American 
Anasa tristis

 , a serious pest of squashes and similar fruit.]













squashy

 
/ˈskwäSHē ˈskwôSHē/





I.
 
adjective




easily crushed or squeezed into a different shape; having a soft consistency




•
 
a big, squashy leather chair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squashily

 
/ˈskwäSHəlē, ˈskwôSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
squashiness

 
/ˈskwäSHēnis ˈskwôSHēnis /






noun






















squat

 
/skwät/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — crouch or sit with one's knees bent and one's heels close to or touching one's buttocks or the back of one's thighs




•
 
I 
squatted down

 in front of him.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Weightlifting]

 crouch down in a squat and rise again while holding (a specified weight) at one's shoulders




•
 
he can squat 850 pounds.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — unlawfully occupy an uninhabited building or settle on a piece of land




•
 
eight families are squatting in the house.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — occupy (an uninhabited building) unlawfully.








II.
 
adjective




short and thickset; disproportionately broad or wide




•
 
he was muscular and squat




•
 
a squat gray house.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a position in which one's knees are bent and one's heels are close to or touching one's buttocks or the back of one's thighs.




2.
 


[Weightlifting]

 an exercise in which a person squats down and rises again while holding a barbell at shoulder level.




3.
 
(in gymnastics) an exercise involving a squatting movement or action.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for diddly-squat
 :




•
 
I didn't know squat about writing plays.










5.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a building occupied by people living in it without the legal right to do so.




6.
 
an unlawful occupation of an uninhabited building.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squatly






adverb













2.
 
squatness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘thrust down with force’): from Old French 
esquatir

 ‘flatten,’ based on Latin 
coactus

 , past participle of 
cogere

 ‘compel’ (see cogent
 ). The current sense of the adjective dates from the mid 17th cent.





squatter

 
/ˈskwädər/






noun



1.
 
a person who unlawfully occupies an uninhabited building or unused land.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹historical›

 a settler with no legal title to the land occupied, typically one on land not yet allocated by a government.













squat thrust






noun




an exercise in which the legs are thrust backward to their full extent from a squatting position with the hands on the floor.













squaw

 
/skwô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹offensive›

 an American Indian woman or wife.




2.
 


‹offensive›

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹offensive›

 a woman or wife.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Narragansett 
squaws

 ‘woman,’ with related forms in many Algonquian dialects. / 
usage:

 Until relatively recently, the word 
squaw

 , derived from an Algonquian language, was used neutrally in anthropological and other contexts to mean ‘an American Indian woman or wife.’ With changes in the political climate in the second half of the 20th century, however, the derogatory attitudes of the past toward American Indian women have meant that the word cannot now be used in any sense without being offensive.





squawfish

 
/ˈskwôˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a large predatory freshwater fish of the minnow family, with a slender body and large mouth, found in western North America.

[Genus 
Ptychocheilus

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 : several species, in particular the 
northern squawfish

 (
P. oregonensis

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: the word derives from the former importance to American Indians of such fish, as food.





squawk

 
/skwôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) make a loud, harsh noise




•
 
the geese flew upriver, squawking.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — (of a person) say something in a loud, discordant tone




•
 
“What are you doing?” she squawked.










3.
 
complain or protest about something.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud, harsh or discordant noise made by a bird or a person.




2.
 
a complaint or protest




•
 
her plan provoked a loud squawk from her friends.














III.
 
derivatives





squawker

 
/ˈskwôkər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative.





squawk box

 
/ˈskwôk ˌbäks/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a loudspeaker, in particular one that is part of an intercom system.













squaw man

 
/skwô man/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹offensive›

 a white or black man married to an American Indian woman.













squawroot

 
/ˈskwôro͞ot/






noun




either of two North American plants.

[● a yellow-brown parasitic plant related to the broomrape (
Conopholis americana

 , family 
Orobanchaceae

 ). ● the blue cohosh. See cohosh
 .]













Squaw Valley

 
/ˌskwô ˈvalē/






a resort in northeastern California, on Lake Tahoe, site of the 1960 Winter Olympic games.









squeak

 
/skwēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, high-pitched sound or cry




•
 
the door opened with a slight squeak.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — a single remark, statement, or communication




•
 
I didn't hear a squeak from him for months.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a high-pitched sound or cry




•
 
he oiled the hinges to stop them from squeaking.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something in a nervous or excited high-pitched tone




•
 
“You're scaring me,” she squeaked.










3.
 


‹informal›

 inform on someone.




4.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 succeed in achieving something by a very narrow margin




•
 
the bill squeaked through with just six votes to spare.










5.
 
(
squeak by

 )
 — make or have just enough money for basic necessities




•
 
she was squeaking by on her minimum-wage job.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): imitative; compare with Swedish 
skväka

 ‘croak,’ also with squeal
 and shriek
 . The noun dates from the early 17th cent.





squeaker

 
/ˈskwēkər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that squeaks.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a competition or election won or likely to be won by a narrow margin.













squeaky

 
/ˈskwēkē/





I.
 
adjective




having or making a high-pitched sound or cry




•
 
a high, squeaky voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squeakily

 
/ˈskwēkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
squeakiness






noun





















squeaky clean

 
/ˈskwēkē klēn/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 completely clean




•
 
squeaky clean restrooms.










2.
 


‹informal›

 beyond reproach; without vice




•
 
politicians who are less than squeaky clean.




















squeal

 
/skwēl/





I.
 
noun




a long, high-pitched cry or noise




•
 
we heard a splash and a squeal.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a long, high-pitched cry or noise




•
 
the girls squealed with delight.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something in a high-pitched, excited tone




•
 
“Don't you dare!” she squealed.










3.
 


‹informal›

 complain or protest about something




•
 
the bookies only squealed because we beat them.










4.
 


‹informal›

 inform on someone to the police or a person in authority




•
 
she feared they would victimize her for 
squealing on

 their pals.














III.
 
derivatives





squealer

 
/ˈskwēlər /






noun





squeal
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): imitative. The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





squeamish

 
/ˈskwēmiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) easily made to feel sick, faint, or disgusted, especially by unpleasant images, such as the sight of blood




•
 
he was a bit squeamish at the sight of the giant needles.










2.
 
(of a person) having strong moral views; scrupulous




•
 
she was not squeamish about using her social influence in support of her son.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squeamishly






adverb













2.
 
squeamishness

 
/ˈskwēmiSHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of dialect 
squeamous

 , from Anglo-Norman French 
escoymos

 , of unknown origin.





squee

 
/skwē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




used to express great delight or excitement




•
 
Got a photo with him and he signed my book. Squee!














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
squeal in delight or excitement




•
 
I squeed like a 14-year-old fangirl when I found out.














III.
 
noun




a cry of delight or excitement




•
 
if they hadn't been in a meeting she would have let out a squee of delight.

















– origin

 1990s: probably representing a pronunciation of a shortening of squeal
 .





squeegee

 
/ˈskwēˌjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a scraping implement with a rubber-edged blade set on a handle, typically used for cleaning windows.




2.
 
a small roller or implement similar to a squeegee used especially in photography for squeezing water out of prints.




3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who cleans the windshield of a car stopped in traffic and then demands payment from the driver




•
 
squeegee guys at every corner




•
 
the squeegees wait at busy intersections.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean or scrape (something) with a squeegee




•
 
squeegee the shower doors while the surfaces are still wet.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from archaic 
squeege

 ‘to press,’ strengthened form of squeeze
 .






squeeze

 
/skwēz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — firmly press (something soft or yielding), typically with one's fingers




•
 
Kate squeezed his hand affectionately




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he squeezed with all his strength.










2.
 
extract (liquid or a soft substance) from something by compressing or twisting it firmly




•
 


squeeze out

 as much juice as you can




•
 (as 
adj.

 with 
submodifier

 
squeezed

 )
 
freshly squeezed orange juice.










3.
 
obtain (something) from someone with difficulty




•
 
a governor who wants to 
squeeze

 as much money 
out of

 taxpayers as he can.










4.
 


‹informal›

 pressure (someone) in order to obtain something from them




•
 
she used the opportunity to squeeze him for information.










5.
 
(especially in a financial or commercial context) have a damaging or restricting effect on




•
 
the economy is being squeezed by foreign debt repayments.










6.
 
(
squeeze off

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 shoot a round or shot from a gun




•
 
squeeze off a few well-aimed shots.










7.
 
(
squeeze off

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 take a photograph




•
 
he squeezed off a half-dozen Polaroids.










8.
 


[Bridge]

 force (an opponent) to discard a guarding or potentially winning card.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — manage to get into or through a narrow or restricted space




•
 
Sarah squeezed in beside her




•
 
he found a hole in the hedge and 
squeezed his way

 through.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — manage to force into or through a narrow or restricted space




•
 
she squeezed herself into her tightest pair of jeans.










11.
 
(
squeeze up

 )
 — move closer to someone or something so that one is pressed tightly against them or it




•
 
he guided her toward a seat, motioning for everyone to squeeze up and make room.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
squeeze someone/something in

 )
 — manage to find time for someone or something




•
 
the doctor can squeeze you in at noon.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
squeeze someone/something out

 )
 — force someone or something out of a domain or activity




•
 
workers have been squeezed out of their jobs.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of pressing something with one's fingers




•
 
a gentle squeeze of the trigger.










2.
 
a hug.




3.
 
a state of forcing oneself or being forced into a small or restricted space




•
 
it was 
a tight squeeze

 in the tiny hall.










4.
 


‹dated›

 a crowded social gathering.




5.
 
a small amount of liquid extracted from something by pressing it firmly with one's fingers




•
 
a 
squeeze of

 lemon juice.










6.
 
a strong financial demand or pressure, typically a restriction on borrowing, spending, or investment in a financial crisis




•
 
industry faced higher costs and a 
squeeze on

 profits.










7.
 
a molding or cast of an object, or an impression or copy of a design, obtained by pressing a pliable substance around or over it.




8.
 


‹informal›

 money illegally extorted or exacted from someone




•
 
he was out to extract some squeeze from her.










9.
 


[Bridge]

 a tactic that forces an opponent to discard an important card.




10.
 
(also 
squeeze play

 or 
suicide squeeze

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 an act of bunting a ball in order to enable a runner on third base to start for home as soon as the ball is pitched.




11.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's girlfriend or boyfriend




•
 
the poor guy just lost his 
main squeeze

 .














III.
 
phrases





put the squeeze on








‹informal›

 coerce or pressure (someone).












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squeezable






adjective













2.
 
squeezer

 
/ˈskwēzər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from earlier 
squise

 , from obsolete 
queise

 , of unknown origin.





squeeze bottle

 
/skwēz ˈbädl/






noun




a container made of flexible plastic that is squeezed to extract the contents.













squeezebox

 
/ˈskwēzbäks /

 
squeeze box






noun






‹informal›

 an accordion or concertina.













squelch

 
/skwelCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a soft sucking sound such as that made by walking heavily through mud




•
 
bedraggled guests squelched across the lawn to seek shelter.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 forcefully silence or suppress




•
 
property developers tried to squelch public protest.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft sucking sound made when pressure is applied to liquid or mud




•
 
the squelch of their feet.










2.
 
(also 
squelch circuit

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 a circuit that suppresses the output of a radio receiver if the signal strength falls below a certain level.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squelcher






noun













2.
 
squelchy

 
/ˈskwelCHē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally denoting a heavy crushing fall onto something soft): imitative.





squib

 
/skwib/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small firework that burns with a hissing sound before exploding.




2.
 
a short piece of satirical writing.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a short news item or filler in a newspaper.




4.
 
a small, slight, or weak person, especially a child.




5.
 


[Football]

 a short kick on a kickoff.




6.
 
(also 
squibber

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 a blooper or infield grounder that becomes a base hit.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Football]

 kick (the ball) a comparatively short distance on a kickoff; execute (a kick) in this way.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 hit (the ball) with little force, usually with the end of the bat, the typical result being a blooper or infield grounder.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 utter, write, or publish a satirical or sarcastic attack.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lampoon




•
 
the mendicant parson, whom I am so fond of squibbing.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun): of unknown origin; perhaps imitative of a small explosion. The verb was first recorded in 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun (late 16th cent).





squick

 
/skwik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 cause immediate and thorough revulsion




•
 
was anyone else squicked by the potential adoptive parents?














II.
 
noun




a person or thing that causes immediate and thorough revulsion.













squid

 
/skwid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elongated, fast-swimming cephalopod mollusk with ten arms (technically, eight arms and two long tentacles), typically able to change color.

[Order 
Teuthoidea

 and 
Vampyromorpha

 , class 
Cephalopoda

 , in particular the common genus 
Loligo

 . See also giant squid
 .]




2.
 
squid used as food.




3.
 
an artificial bait for fish imitating a squid in form.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish using squid as bait.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





SQUID

 
/skwid/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a device used in particular in sensitive magnetometers, which consists of a superconducting ring containing one or more Josephson junctions. A change by one flux quantum in the ring's magnetic flux linkage produces a sharp change in its impedance.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
superconducting quantum interference device

 .





squiffed

 
/skwift/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 slightly drunk.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: variant of squiffy
 .






squiffy

 
/ˈskwifē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 slightly drunk




•
 
he's squiffy from the rum.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






squiggle

 
/ˈskwiɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a short line that curls and loops in an irregular way




•
 
some prescriptions are a series of meaningless squiggles.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 wriggle; squirm




•
 
a worm that squiggled in his palm.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 squeeze (something) from a tube so as to make irregular, curly lines on a surface.








III.
 
derivatives





squiggly

 
/ˈskwiɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps a blend of squirm
 and wiggle
 or wriggle
 .






squill

 
/skwil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
sea squill

 )
 — a coastal Mediterranean plant of the lily family, with broad leaves, white flowers, and a very large bulb.

[
Drimia maritima

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]




2.
 
(also 
squills

 )
 — an extract of the bulb of the squill, which is poisonous and has medicinal and other uses.




3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a small plant of the lily family that resembles a hyacinth and has slender straplike leaves and small clusters of violet-blue or blue-striped flowers.

[Several species in the family 
Liliaceae

 , including the 
spring squill

 (
Scilla verna

 ), and the 
striped squill

 (
Puschkinia scilloides

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
skilla

 .





squinch1


 
/skwin(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a straight or arched structure across an interior angle of a square tower to carry a superstructure such as a dome.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
scunch

 , abbreviation of scuncheon
 .





squinch2


 
/skwin(t)SH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 tense up the muscles of (one's eyes or face)




•
 
Gina 
squinched

 her face 
up

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person's eyes) narrow so as to be almost closed, typically in reaction to strong light




•
 
he flicked on the light, which made my eyes 
squinch up

 .










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 crouch down in order to make oneself seem smaller or to occupy less space




•
 
I squinched down under the sheet.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps a blend of the verbs squeeze
 and pinch
 .





squint

 
/skwint/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — look at someone or something with one or both eyes partly closed in an attempt to see more clearly or as a reaction to strong light




•
 
the bright sun made them squint.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — partly close (one's eyes) in an attempt to see more clearly or as a reaction to strong light.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have eyes that look in different directions




•
 
Melanie did not squint.










4.
 
(of a person's eye) have a deviation in the direction of its gaze




•
 
her left eye squinted slightly.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a permanent deviation in the direction of the gaze of one eye




•
 
I had a bad squint.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a quick or casual look




•
 
let me have a squint.










3.
 
an oblique opening through a wall in a church permitting a view of the altar from an aisle or side chapel.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squinter

 
/ˈskwin(t)ər /






noun













2.
 
squinty






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
squinty-eyed

























– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘squinting,’ as in squint-eyed
 ): shortening of asquint
 .






squint-eyed

 
/ˈskwin(t)ˌīd/






adjective



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 (of a person) having a squint.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 
‹archaic›

 spiteful.














squire

 
/ˈskwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man of high social standing who owns and lives on an estate in a rural area, especially the chief landowner in such an area




•
 
the squire of Radbourne Hall




•
 [as 
title

 ]
 
Squire Hughes.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used by a man as a friendly or humorous form of address to another man.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹archaic›

 a title given to a magistrate, lawyer, or judge in some rural districts.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a young nobleman acting as an attendant to a knight before becoming a knight himself.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a man) accompany or escort (a woman)




•
 
she was squired around Rome by a reporter.










2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a man) have a romantic relationship with (a woman).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squiredom

 
/-dəm /






noun













2.
 
squireship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): shortening of Old French 
esquier

 ‘esquire.’





squirearch

 
/ˈskwī(ə)ˌrärk/





I.
 
noun




a member of the squirearchy.








II.
 
derivatives





squirearchical

 
/ˌskwīˈrärkikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from squirearchy
 , on the pattern of words such as 
monarch

 .






squirearchy

 
/ˈskwī(ə)ˌrärkē/





I.
 
noun




landowners collectively, especially when considered as a class having political or social influence.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from squire
 , on the pattern of words such as 
hierarchy

 .





squirl

 
/skwərl/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an ornamental flourish or curve, especially in handwriting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps a blend of squiggle
 and twirl
 or whirl
 .






squirm

 
/skwərm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wriggle or twist the body from side to side, especially as a result of nervousness or discomfort




•
 
all my efforts to squirm out of his grasp were useless.










2.
 
show or feel embarrassment or shame.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a wriggling movement.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
squirmer






noun













2.
 
squirmy






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: symbolic of writhing movement; probably associated with worm
 .





squirrel

 
/ˈskwər(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an agile tree-dwelling rodent with a bushy tail, typically feeding on nuts and seeds.

[Family 
Sciuridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Sciurus

 , and numerous species.]




2.
 
a related rodent of the squirrel family.

See ground squirrel
 , flying squirrel
 .




3.
 
the fur of the squirrel.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
squirrel something away

 )
 — hide money or something of value in a safe place




•
 
the money was squirreled away in foreign bank accounts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in an inquisitive and restless manner




•
 
they were squirreling around in the woods in search of something.

















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
esquireul

 , from a diminutive of Latin 
sciurus

 , from Greek 
skiouros

 , from 
skia

 ‘shade’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’ Current verb senses date from the early 20th cent.





squirrel cage






noun



1.
 
a rotating cylindrical cage in which a small captive animal can exercise as on a treadmill.




2.
 
a monotonous or repetitive activity or way of life




•
 
running madly about in a squirrel cage of activity.










3.
 
a form of rotor used in small electric motors, resembling a cylindrical cage.













squirrelfish

 
/ˈskwərlˌfiSH/






noun




a chiefly nocturnal large-eyed marine fish that is typically brightly colored and lives around rocks or coral reefs in warm seas.

[Family 
Holocentridae

 : several genera and species.]













squirrelly

 
/ˈskwər(ə)lē/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or resembling a squirrel




•
 
the chipmunks were little squirrelly things.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 restless, nervous, or unpredictable.




3.
 
eccentric or insane.













squirrel monkey

 
/ˈskwər(ə)l ˈməNGkē/






noun




a small South American monkey with a nonprehensile tail, typically moving through trees by leaping.

[Genus 
Saimiri

 , family 
Cebidae

 : five species, in particular 
S. sciureus

 .]













squirreltail

 
/ˈskwərltāl /

 
squirreltail grass






noun




a kind of barley with bushy spikelets, sometimes cultivated as an ornamental grass.

[
Hordeum jubatum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













squirt

 
/skwərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a liquid) to be ejected from a small opening in something in a thin, fast stream or jet




•
 
she squirted soda into a glass.










2.
 
cause (a container of liquid) to eject its contents in a thin, fast stream




•
 
some youngsters squirted a water pistol in her face.










3.
 
wet (someone or something) with a jet or stream of liquid in this way




•
 
she squirted me with the juice from her lemon wedge.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) be ejected from something in this way.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object) move suddenly and unpredictably




•
 
he got his glove on the ball but it squirted away.










6.
 
transmit (information) in highly compressed or speeded-up form.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin stream or small quantity of liquid ejected from something




•
 


a

 quick 
squirt of

 perfume.










2.
 
a small device from which a liquid may be ejected in a thin, fast stream.




3.
 
a compressed radio signal transmitted at high speed.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a person perceived to be insignificant, impudent, or presumptuous




•
 
what did he see in this patronizing little squirt?














III.
 
derivatives





squirter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (first recorded as a verb): imitative.





squirt boat






noun




a small, highly maneuverable kayak.













squirt gun

 
/ˈskwərt ˌɡən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a water pistol.













squish

 
/skwiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a soft squelching sound when walked on or in




•
 
the mud squished under my shoes.










2.
 
yield or cause to yield easily to pressure; squash


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
strawberries so ripe that they squished if picked too firmly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Naomi was furiously squishing her ice cream in her bowl.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a soft squelching sound.








III.
 
derivatives





squishy

 
/ˈskwiSHē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: imitative.





sr






abbreviation




steradian(s).













Sr

 
//






symbol




the chemical element strontium.













Sr.






abbreviation



1.
 
senior (in names)




•
 
E. T. Krebs, Sr.










2.
 
Señor.




3.
 
Signor.




4.
 
Sister (in a religious order)


[as a 
title

 ]


•
 
Sr. Agatha.



















Sra.






abbreviation



1.
 
Senhora.




2.
 
Señora.













SRAM

 
/ˈesˌram/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a type of memory chip that is faster and requires less power than dynamic memory.











– origin

 acronym from 
static random-access memory

 .






Sranan

 
/ˈsränən/





I.
 
noun




another term for Taki-Taki
 .











– origin

 from Taki-Taki 
Sranan tongo

 , literally ‘Surinam tongue.’





Sri

 
/srē /

 
Shri





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a title of respect used before the name of a man, a god, or a sacred book




•
 
Sri Chaudhuri.

















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Śrī

 ‘beauty, fortune,’ used as an honorific title.






Sri Lanka

 
/ˌsrē ˈlaNGkə/







1.
 
an island country off the southeastern coast of India; pop. 21,324,800 (est. 2009); capital, Colombo; languages, Sinhalese (official) and Tamil.

Former name (until 1972) Ceylon
 .





The island was ruled by a strong native dynasty from the 12th century but was successively dominated by the Portuguese, Dutch, and British from the 16th century; it was finally annexed by the British in 1815. A Commonwealth of Nations state from 1948, the country became an independent republic in 1972. Civil war between the government and Tamil separatists began in the 1980s and ended with a government victory in 2009.









Sri Lankan

 
/ˌsrē ˈlaNGk(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Sri Lanka or its people




•
 
a Sri Lankan architectural tradition.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Sri Lanka




•
 
the Sri Lankan broke the world record.



















Srinagar

 
/srēˈnəɡər, SHrē-/






a city in northwestern India, on the Jhelum River, in the foothills of the Himalayas; pop. 1,060,900 (est. 2009).









sriracha

 
/səˈräCHä, ˈsēräCHä/





I.
 
noun




a spicy sauce made with red chili and garlic, served especially with Vietnamese and Thai cuisine




•
 
I like pho with a generous dose of sriracha.

















– origin

 Thai, from the name of the city in which the sauce originated.





SRN






abbreviation




State Registered Nurse.













sRNA






abbreviation




soluble RNA.













SRO






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the UK) self-regulatory organization, a body that regulates the activities of investment businesses.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 single room occupancy.




3.
 
standing room only.













srsly





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 short for seriously
 :




•
 
do you srsly think you will gain anything?




•
 [as 
sentence adverb

 ]
 
srsly though, I see where you're coming from




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
it is a srsly cool bike.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: first recorded in a manual on shorthand.





Srta.






abbreviation



1.
 
Senhorita.




2.
 
Señorita.













SS1


 
/ˌes ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 
Saints




•
 
the Church of SS Peter and Paul.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 shortstop.




3.
 
social security.




4.
 
(in prescriptions) in the strict sense.

[from Latin 
sensu stricto

 .]




5.
 
steamship




•
 
the SS Canberra.










6.
 
Sunday School.













SS2


 
/ˌes ˈes/





I.
 
the Nazi special police force. Founded in 1925 by Hitler as a personal bodyguard, the SS provided security forces (including the Gestapo) and administered the concentration camps.







– origin

 abbreviation of German 
Schutzstaffel

 ‘defense squadron.’





ss.






abbreviation



1.
 


[Law]

 to wit; that is to say; namely (used on legal documents).

[from Latin 
scilicet

 .]




2.
 
sections.




3.
 


[Baseball]

 shortstop.













s/s






abbreviation




same size.













SSA






abbreviation



1.
 
Social Security Act.




2.
 
Social Security Administration.













SSB






abbreviation




single sideband transmission, a type of amplitude modulation in which the carrier wave and one sideband are suppressed in order to occupy less bandwidth.













SSC






abbreviation



1.
 
(in Scotland) Solicitor in the Supreme Court.




2.
 


[Physics]

 superconducting super collider.













SSD





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a storage device containing nonvolatile flash memory, used in place of a hard disk because of its much greater speed




•
 
a decent SSD offers arguably the biggest jump in performance for your general PC experience.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
solid state drive

 or 
solid state disk

 .





SSE






abbreviation




south-south-east.













S.Sgt.

 
SSGT






abbreviation




staff sergeant.













SSI






abbreviation



1.
 


[Electronics]

 small-scale integration, the process of concentrating semiconductor devices in a single integrated circuit.




2.
 
Supplemental Security Income.













SSL






abbreviation




Secure Sockets Layer, a computing protocol that ensures the security of data sent via the Internet by using encryption.













SSN






abbreviation




Social Security Number.













ssp.






abbreviation




subspecies (usually singular).













sspp.






abbreviation




subspecies (plural).













SSR






abbreviation






‹historical›

 Soviet Socialist Republic.













SSRC






abbreviation




(in the UK) Social Science Research Council.













SSRI






abbreviation




selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor, the designation for a class of antidepressants that work by increasing levels of serotonin in the brain.













SSS






abbreviation




Selective Service System.













SSSI






abbreviation




(in the UK) Site of Special Scientific Interest.













SST






abbreviation




supersonic transport.













SSW






abbreviation




south-southwest.













st

 
//






abbreviation




stone (in weight).













ST






abbreviation




stokes.













St.

 
/sān(t) s(ə)n(t)/






abbreviation



1.
 
Saint




•
 
St. George.










2.
 
Street.




3.
 


[Physics]

 stokes.













Sta.






abbreviation




station (in particular, a railroad station).














stab

 
/stab/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) thrust a knife or other pointed weapon into (someone) so as to wound or kill




•
 
he stabbed him in the stomach




•
 (as 
noun

 
stabbing

 )
 
the fatal stabbings of four rival gang members.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a thrusting gesture or movement at something with a pointed object




•
 
she stabbed at the earth with the fork




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she stabbed the air with her forefinger.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
stab into/through

 )
 — (of a sharp or pointed object) violently pierce




•
 
a sharp end of wicker stabbed into his sole.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
stab at

 )
 — (of a pain or painful thing) cause a sudden sharp sensation


(as 
adj.

 
stabbing

 )


•
 
I felt a stabbing pain in my chest.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thrust with a knife or other pointed weapon


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
multiple stab wounds.










2.
 
a wound made by the thrust of a knife or other pointed weapon




•
 
she had a deep stab in the back.










3.
 
a thrusting movement with a finger or other pointed object




•
 
impatient stabs of his finger.










4.
 
a sudden sharp feeling or pain




•
 
she felt a stab of jealousy.










5.
 
(in popular music) a staccato interjected phrase, typically by horns or a keyboard




•
 
the fuzz guitar riff is replaced by some slinky brass stabs.










6.
 
(
stab at

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an attempt to do (something)




•
 
Meredith made a feeble stab at joining in.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a stab in the back






a treacherous act or statement.









2.
 
stab someone in the back






betray someone.









3.
 
a stab in the dark






see dark
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





stabber

 
/ˈstabər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





Stabat Mater

 
/ˈstäbät ˈmätər, ˈstābat ˈmātər/





I.
 
noun




a medieval Latin hymn on the suffering of the Virgin Mary at the Crucifixion.











– origin

 from the opening words 
Stabat mater dolorosa

 ‘Stood the mother, full of grief.’





stabby

 
/ˈstabē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a pain) sudden and sharp




•
 
when I got out of bed I felt a stabby pain in my left foot.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of popular music) characterized by staccato interjected phrases




•
 
a stabby guitar riff.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) very angry; furious




•
 
It's not even 8 a.m. and I'm feeling stabby.

















– origin

 1980s: from stab
 + -y
 1
 .





stabilator

 
/ˈstābəˌlādər/






noun




a combined stabilizer and elevator at the tail of an aircraft.













stabile

 
/ˈstābēl/





I.
 
noun






[Art]

 a freestanding abstract sculpture or structure, typically of wire or sheet metal, in the style of a mobile but rigid and stationary.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
stabilis

 ‘stable,’ influenced by mobile
 .





stability

 
/stəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun




the state of being stable




•
 
there are fears for the political stability of the area.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
stablete

 , from Latin 
stabilitas

 , from 
stabilis

 ‘stable.’






stability ball






noun




another term for exercise ball
 .













stabilize

 
/ˈstābəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become unlikely to give way or overturn


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the craft was stabilized by throwing out the remaining ballast.










2.
 
make or become unlikely to change, fail, or decline


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
an emergency program designed to stabilize the economy




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his condition appears to have stabilized.














II.
 
derivatives





stabilization

 
/ˌstābələˈzāSHən ˌstābəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















stabilizer

 
/ˈstābəˌlīzər/






noun



1.
 
a thing used to keep something steady or stable, in particular




2.
 
another term for horizontal stabilizer
 .




3.
 
a gyroscopically controlled system used to reduce the rolling of a ship.




4.
 
a substance that prevents the breakdown of emulsions, especially in foods and paints.




5.
 
a financial mechanism that prevents unsettling fluctuation in an economic system.














stable1


 
/ˈstābəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not likely to change or fail; firmly established




•
 
a stable relationship




•
 
prices have remained relatively stable.










2.
 
(of a patient or a medical condition) not deteriorating in health after an injury or operation




•
 
he is now in a stable condition in the hospital.










3.
 
(of a person) sane and sensible; not easily upset or disturbed




•
 
the officer concerned is mentally and emotionally stable.










4.
 
(of an object or structure) not likely to give way or overturn; firmly fixed




•
 
specially designed dinghies that are very stable.










5.
 
not liable to undergo chemical decomposition, radioactive decay, or other physical change.








II.
 
derivatives





stably

 
/-b(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
stabilis

 , from the base of 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





stable2


 
/ˈstābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building set apart and adapted for keeping horses.




2.
 
an establishment where racehorses are kept and trained.




3.
 
the racehorses of a particular training establishment.




4.
 
an organization or establishment training or producing a particular type of person or product




•
 
the player comes from the same stable as Agassi.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put or keep (a horse) in a stable.




2.
 
put or base (a train) in a depot.








III.
 
derivatives





stableful

 
/ˈstābəlˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estable

 ‘stable, pigpen,’ from Latin 
stabulum

 , from the base of 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





stable boy

 
/ˈstābəl ˌboi/






noun




a boy or man employed in a stable.













stable equilibrium






noun




a state in which a body tends to return to its original position after being disturbed.













stable fly

 
/ˈstābəl flī/






noun




a bloodsucking fly related to the housefly, biting large mammals including humans.

[
Stomoxis calcitrans

 , family 
Muscidae

 .]













stable girl

 
/ˈstābəl ˌɡərl/






noun




a girl or woman employed in a stable.













stableman

 
/ˈstāb(ə)lˌman/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a person employed in a stable.













stablemate

 
/ˈstābəlˌmāt/






noun



1.
 
a horse, especially a racehorse, from the same establishment as another.




2.
 
a person or product from the same organization or background as another




•
 
it is a marketing challenge for Fiat and its stablemate, Alfa Romeo.



















stabling

 
/ˈstāb(ə)liNG/






noun




accommodations for horses.













stablish

 
/ˈstabliSH/






verb




archaic form of establish
 .














staccato

 
/stəˈkädō /

 

‹chiefly Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




with each sound or note sharply detached or separated from the others


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a staccato rhythm.







Compare with legato
 , marcato
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece or passage marked to be performed staccato.




2.
 
a noise or speech resembling a series of short, detached musical notes




•
 
her heels made a rapid staccato on the polished boards.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘detached.’






stack

 
/stak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pile of objects, typically one that is neatly arranged




•
 
a 
stack of

 boxes.










2.
 
(
a stack of/stacks of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large quantity of something




•
 
there's stacks of work for me now.










3.
 
a rectangular or cylindrical pile of hay or straw or of grain in sheaf.




4.
 
a vertical arrangement of stereo or guitar amplification equipment.




5.
 
a number of aircraft flying in circles at different altitudes around the same point while waiting for permission to land at an airport.




6.
 
a pyramidal group of rifles.




7.
 
(
the stacks

 )
 — units of shelving in part of a library, used to store books compactly.




8.
 


[Computing]

 a set of storage locations that store data in such a way that the most recently stored item is the first to be retrieved.




9.
 
a chimney, especially one on a factory, or a vertical exhaust pipe on a vehicle.




10.
 
(also 
sea stack

 )
 — a column of rock standing in the sea, remaining after erosion of cliffs.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (a number of things) in a pile, typically a neat one




•
 
the books had been 
stacked up

 in three piles




•
 
she stood up, beginning to stack the plates.










2.
 
fill or cover (a place or surface) with piles of things, typically neat ones




•
 
he spent most of the time stacking shelves.










3.
 
cause (an aircraft) to fly in circles while waiting for permission to land at an airport




•
 
I hope we aren't stacked for hours over Kennedy.










4.
 
shuffle or arrange (a deck of cards) dishonestly so as to gain an unfair advantage.




5.
 
(
be stacked against/in favor of

 )
 — used to refer to a situation that is such that an unfavorable or a favorable outcome is overwhelmingly likely




•
 
the odds were stacked against Fiji in the World Cup




•
 
they found the courts stacked in favor of timber interests.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in snowboarding) fall over.








III.
 
phrases





stack arms






place a number of rifles with their butts on the ground and the muzzles together.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





stack up





a.
 
(or 
stack something up

 )
 — form or cause to form a large quantity; build up




•
 
cars stack up behind every bus, while passengers stand in line to pay fares.










b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 measure up; compare




•
 
our rural schools stack up well against their urban counterparts.










c.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — make sense; correspond to reality




•
 
to blame the debacle on the antics of a rogue trader is not credible—it doesn't stack up.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stackable






adjective













2.
 
stacker

 
/ˈstakər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
stakkr

 ‘haystack,’ of Germanic origin.





stacked

 
/stakt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a number of things) put or arranged in a stack or stacks




•
 
the stacked chairs.










2.
 
(of a place or surface) filled or covered with goods




•
 
the stacked shelves.










3.
 
(of a machine) having sections that are arranged vertically




•
 
full-sized washer-dryers are replacing stacked units.










4.
 
(of a heel) made from thin layers of wood, plastic, or another material glued one on top of the other.




5.
 
(of a deck of cards) shuffled or arranged dishonestly so as to gain an unfair advantage.




6.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman) having large breasts.




7.
 


[Computing]

 (of a task) placed in a queue for subsequent processing.




8.
 
(of a stream of data) stored in such a way that the most recently stored item is the first to be retrieved.













staddle

 
/ˈstadl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a platform or framework supporting a stack or rick.




2.
 
(also 
staddle stone

 )
 — a stone, especially one resembling a mushroom in shape, supporting a framework or rick.











– origin

 Old English 
stathol

 ‘base, support,’ of Germanic origin; related to the verb stand
 .





stadia rod

 
/ˈstādēə ˌräd/






noun




another term for leveling rod
 .














stadium

 
/ˈstādēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sports arena with tiers of seats for spectators.




2.
 
(in ancient Rome or Greece) a track for a foot race or chariot race.




3.
 
(
pl.

 stadia)
 — an ancient Roman or Greek measure of length, about 185 meters.

[originally denoting the length of a stadium.]











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
stadion

 . Sense 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





stadtholder

 
/ˈstadhōldər /

 
stadholder





I.
 
noun




(from the 15th century to the late 18th century) the chief magistrate of the United Provinces of the Netherlands.








II.
 
derivatives





stadtholdership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Dutch 
stadhouder

 ‘deputy,’ from 
stad

 ‘place’ + 
houder

 ‘holder,’ translating medieval Latin 
locum tenens

 .





Staël, Mme de

 
/stäl/






see de Staël, Madame
 .










staff1


 
/staf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — all the people employed by a particular organization




•
 
a staff of 600




•
 
hospital staff were not to blame.










2.
 
the teachers in a school or college


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a staff meeting.










3.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — a group of officers assisting an officer in command of an army formation or administration headquarters.




4.
 
(usu. 
Staff

 )
 — short for staff sergeant
 .




5.
 
a long stick used as a support when walking or climbing or as a weapon.




6.
 
a rod or scepter held as a sign of office or authority.




7.
 
short for flagstaff
 .




8.
 


[Surveying]

 a rod for measuring distances or heights.




9.
 
(also 
stave

 ) (
pl.

 staves )
 — 

[Music]

 a set of five parallel lines and the spaces between them, on which notes are written to indicate their pitch.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be staffed

 )


1.
 
provide (an organization, business, etc.) with staff




•
 
legal advice centers are staffed by volunteer lawyers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
staffed

 )
 
all units are fully staffed.














III.
 
phrases





the staff of life






a staple food, especially bread.















– origin

 Old English 
stæf

 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
staf

 and German 
Stab

 .





staff2


 
/staf/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of plaster of Paris, cement, or a similar material, used for temporary building work.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Staffa

 
/ˈstafə/






a small uninhabited island in the Inner Hebrides, west of Mull.









staffage

 
/ˈstafij/





I.
 
noun




accessory items in a painting, especially figures or animals in a landscape picture.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
staffieren

 ‘decorate,’ perhaps from Old French 
estoffer

 , from 
estoffe

 ‘stuff.’





staffer

 
/ˈstafər/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a member of the staff of an organization, especially of a newspaper.













Staffie

 
/ˈstafē/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a Staffordshire bull terrier




•
 
they had two basset hounds and a Staffie




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a litter of seven Staffie pups.



















staff notation






noun






[Music]

 notation by means of a stave, especially as distinct from the tonic sol-fa.













staff officer






noun






[Military]

 an officer serving on the staff of a military headquarters or government department.













Staffordshire bull terrier

 
/ˌstafərdSHir ˌbo͝ol ˈterēər/






noun




a dog of a small stocky breed of short-haired terrier, with a short, broad head and wide-set forelegs.














staff sergeant

 
/staf ˈsärjənt/






noun



1.
 
a noncommissioned officer in the armed forces, in particular




2.
 
a noncommissioned officer in the US Army ranking above sergeant and below sergeant first class.




3.
 
a noncommissioned officer in the US Air Force ranking above sergeant and below technical sergeant.




4.
 
a noncommissioned officer in the US Marine Corps ranking above sergeant and below gunnery sergeant.













stag

 
/staɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male deer.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a social gathering attended by men only




•
 
a stag event.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who attends a social gathering unaccompanied by a partner.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Stock Market]

 a person who applies for shares in a new issue with a view to selling at once for a profit.








II.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 without a partner at a social gathering




•
 
a lot of boys 
went stag

 .

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): related to Old Norse 
steggr

 ‘male bird,’ Icelandic 
steggi

 ‘tomcat.’





stag beetle

 
/staɡ ˈbēdl/






noun




a large dark beetle, the male of which has large branched jaws that resemble a stag's antlers.

[Family 
Lucanidae

 : several species, including the European 
Lucanus cervus

 .]














stage

 
/stāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a point, period, or step in a process or development




•
 
there is no need at this stage to give explicit details




•
 
I was in the early stages of pregnancy.










2.
 
a section of a journey or race




•
 
the final stage of the journey is made by taxi.










3.
 
each of two or more sections of a rocket or spacecraft that have their own engines and are jettisoned in turn when their propellant is exhausted.




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Electronics]

 a specified part of a circuit, typically one consisting of a single amplifying transistor or valve with the associated equipment.




5.
 
a raised floor or platform, typically in a theater, on which actors, entertainers, or speakers perform




•
 
there are only two characters 
on stage

 .










6.
 
(
the stage

 )
 — the acting or theatrical profession




•
 
I've always wanted to 
go on the stage

 .










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a scene of action or forum of debate, especially in a particular political context




•
 
Argentina is playing a leading role on the international stage.










8.
 
a floor or level of a building or structure




•
 
the upper stage was added in the 17th century.










9.
 
(on a microscope) a raised and usually movable plate on which a slide or object is placed for examination.




10.
 


[Geology]

 (in chronostratigraphy) a range of strata corresponding to an age in time, forming a subdivision of a series.




11.
 
(in paleoclimatology) a period of time marked by a characteristic climate




•
 
the Boreal stage.










12.
 
archaic term for stagecoach
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present a performance of (a play or other show)




•
 
the show is being staged at the Goodspeed Opera House.










2.
 
(of a person or group) organize and participate in (a public event)




•
 
UDF supporters staged a demonstration in Sofia.










3.
 
cause (something dramatic or unexpected) to happen




•
 
the president's attempt to stage a comeback




•
 
the dollar staged a partial recovery.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 diagnose or classify (a disease or patient) as having reached a particular stage in the expected progression of the disease.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hold the stage






dominate a scene of action or forum of debate.









2.
 
set the stage for






prepare the conditions for (the occurrence or beginning of something)




•
 
these churchmen helped to set the stage for popular reform.















3.
 
stage left (or right)






on the left (or right) side of a stage from the point of view of a performer facing the audience.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stageability

 
/ˌstājəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
stageable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a floor of a building, a platform, or a stopping place): shortening of Old French 
estage

 ‘dwelling,’ based on Latin 
stare

 ‘to stand.’ Current senses of the verb date from the early 17th cent.






stagecoach

 
/ˈstājˌkōCH/






noun




a large, closed horse-drawn vehicle formerly used to carry passengers and often mail along a regular route between two places.













stagecraft

 
/ˈstājˌkraft/






noun




skill or experience in writing or staging plays.













stage direction






noun




an instruction in the text of a play, especially one indicating the movement, position, or tone of an actor, or the sound effects and lighting.













stage-diving





I.
 
noun




the practice (typically among audience members) of jumping from the stage at a rock concert or other event to be caught and carried aloft by the crowd below.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stage-dive






verb




[no 
obj.

 ]
 —












2.
 
stage-diver






noun





















stage door

 
/stāj dô(ə)r/






noun




an actors' and workers' entrance from the street to the area of a theater behind the stage.













stage effect






noun




an effect produced by the lighting, sound, or scenery in a play, movie, etc.




•
 
there are some great stage effects.



















stage fright

 
/ˈstāj ˌfrīt/






noun




nervousness before or during an appearance before an audience.













stagehand

 
/ˈstājˌhand/






noun




a person who moves scenery or props before or during the performance of a play.













stage-manage

 
/ˈstāj ˌmanij/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be responsible for the lighting and other technical arrangements for (a stage play).




2.
 
arrange and control (something) carefully in order to create a certain effect




•
 
he stage-managed his image with astounding success.














II.
 
derivatives





stage management

 
/ˈstāj ˌmanijmənt /






noun





















stage manager

 
/ˈstāj ˌmanəjər/






noun




the person responsible for the lighting and other technical arrangements for a stage play.













stage name

 
/ˈstāj ˌnām/






noun




a name assumed for professional purposes by an actor or other performer.













stage play

 
stage production






noun




a play performed on stage rather than broadcast or made into a movie.













stage presence






noun




the ability to command the attention of a theater audience by the impressiveness of one's manner or appearance.













stager

 
/ˈstājər/






noun






‹archaic›

 an actor.













stage-struck

 
/stāj strək/






adjective




having a passionate desire to become an actor.













stage whisper

 
/ˈstāj ˌ(h)wispər/






noun



1.
 
a loud whisper uttered by an actor on stage, intended to be heard by the audience but supposedly unheard by other characters in the play.




2.
 
any loud whisper intended to be overheard.













stagflation

 
/ˌstaɡˈflāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 persistent high inflation combined with high unemployment and stagnant demand in a country's economy.











– origin

 1960s: blend of 
stagnation

 (see stagnate
 ) and inflation
 .





stagger

 
/ˈstaɡər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk or move unsteadily, as if about to fall




•
 
he staggered to his feet, swaying a little.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — continue in existence or operation uncertainly or precariously




•
 
the council staggered from one crisis to the next.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 waver in purpose; hesitate.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a blow) cause (someone) to walk or move unsteadily, as if about to fall




•
 
the collision staggered her and she fell.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — astonish or deeply shock




•
 
I was staggered to find it was six o'clock




•
 (as 
adj.

 
staggering

 )
 
the staggering bills for maintenance and repair.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange (events, payments, hours, etc.) so that they do not occur at the same time; spread over a period of time




•
 
meetings are staggered throughout the day.










7.
 
arrange (objects or parts of an object) in a zigzag order or so that they are not in line




•
 
stagger the screws at each joint.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an unsteady walk or movement




•
 
she walked with a stagger.










2.
 
an arrangement of things in a zigzag order or so that they are not in line.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
staggerer






noun













2.
 
staggeringly

 
/ˈstaɡ(ə)riNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a staggeringly unjust society

























– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): alteration of dialect 
stacker

 , from Old Norse 
stakra

 , frequentative of 
staka

 ‘push, stagger.’ The noun dates from the late 16th cent.





staggers

 
/ˈstaɡərz/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
any of several parasitic or acute deficiency diseases of farm animals characterized by staggering or loss of balance.




2.
 
the inability to stand or walk steadily, especially as a result of giddiness.













staghorn coral

 
/ˈstaɡˌhôrn ˌkôrəl/






noun




a large stony coral with antlerlike branches.

[Genus 
Acropora

 , order 
Scleractinia

 , in particular 
A. cervicornis

 .]













staghorn fern






noun




a fern with fronds that resemble antlers, occurring in tropical rain forests where it typically grows as an epiphyte.

[Genus 
Platycerium

 , family 
Polypodiaceae

 .]













staghound

 
/ˈstaɡhound/






noun




a large dog of a breed used for hunting deer by sight or scent.













staging

 
/ˈstājiNG/






noun



1.
 
an instance or method of presenting a play or other dramatic performance




•
 
one of the better stagings of this Shakesperean classic




•
 
the quality of staging and design.










2.
 
an instance of organizing a public event or protest




•
 
the fourteenth staging of the championships.










3.
 
a stage or set of stages or temporary platforms arranged as a support for performers or between different levels of scaffolding.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 diagnosis or classification of the particular stage reached by a progressive disease.




5.
 
the arrangement of stages in a rocket or spacecraft.




6.
 
the separation and jettisoning of a stage from the remainder of a rocket when its propellant is spent.













staging area

 
/ˈstājiNG ˈerēə /

 
staging point
 , staging post






noun




a stopping place or assembly point en route to a destination




•
 
a vast staging area for guerrilla attacks




•
 
the geese's major staging area on the St. Lawrence River.



















stagnant

 
/ˈstaɡnənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a body of water or the atmosphere of a confined space) having no current or flow and often having an unpleasant smell as a consequence




•
 
a stagnant ditch.










2.
 
showing no activity; dull and sluggish




•
 
a stagnant economy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stagnancy

 
/ˈstaɡnənsē /






noun













2.
 
stagnantly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
stagnant-

 ‘forming a pool of standing water,’ from the verb 
stagnare

 , from 
stagnum

 ‘pool.’






stagnate

 
/ˈstaɡˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water or air) cease to flow or move; become stagnant.




2.
 
cease developing; become inactive or dull




•
 
teaching can easily stagnate into a set of routines




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stagnating

 )
 
stagnating consumer confidence.














II.
 
derivatives





stagnation

 
/staɡˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
stagnat-

 ‘settled as a still pool,’ from the verb 
stagnare

 , from 
stagnum

 ‘pool.’





stag party






noun



1.
 
a celebration held for a man shortly before his wedding, attended by his male friends only.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any party attended by men only.













stagy

 
/ˈstājē /

 
stagey





I.
 
adjective




excessively theatrical; exaggerated




•
 
a stagy melodramatic voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stagily

 
/ˈstājəlē /






adverb













2.
 
staginess






noun





















staid

 
/stād/





I.
 
adjective




sedate, respectable, and unadventurous




•
 
staid law firms.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
staidly

 
/ˈstādlē /






adverb













2.
 
staidness

 
/ˈstādnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: archaic past participle of stay
 1
 .





stain

 
/stān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (something) with colored patches or dirty marks that are not easily removed




•
 
her clothing was stained with blood




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stained

 )
 
a stained placemat




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
red ink can stain.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be marked or be liable to be marked with a stain.




3.
 
damage or bring disgrace to (the reputation or image of someone or something)




•
 
the awful events would unfairly stain the city's reputation.










4.
 
color (a material or object) by applying a penetrative dye or chemical




•
 
wood can always be stained to a darker shade.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a colored patch or dirty mark that is difficult to remove




•
 
there were mud stains on my shoes.










2.
 
a thing that damages or brings disgrace to someone or something's reputation




•
 
he regarded his time in jail as a 
stain on

 his character.










3.
 
a penetrative dye or chemical used in coloring a material or object.




4.
 


[Biology]

 a special dye used to color organic tissue so as to make the structure visible for microscopic examination.




5.
 


[Heraldry]

 any of the minor colors used in blazoning and liveries, especially tenné and sanguine.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stainable






adjective













2.
 
stainer

 
/ˈstānər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): shortening of archaic 
distain

 , from Old French 
desteindre

 ‘tinge with a color different from the natural one.’ The noun was first recorded (mid 16th cent.) in the sense ‘defilement, disgrace.’





stained glass

 
/stānd ɡlas/






noun




colored glass used to form decorative or pictorial designs, notably for church windows, both by painting and especially by setting contrasting pieces in a lead framework like a mosaic.













stainless

 
/ˈstānləs/






adjective



1.
 
unmarked by or resistant to stains or discoloration.




2.
 
(of a person or their reputation) free from wrongdoing or disgrace




•
 
her supposedly stainless past.



















stainless steel

 
/stānləsˈstēːl/






noun




a form of steel containing chromium, resistant to tarnishing and rust.













stair

 
/ster/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
stairs

 )


1.
 
a set of steps leading from one floor of a building to another, typically inside the building




•
 
he came up the stairs.










2.
 
single step in a set of stairs




•
 
the bottom stair.

















– origin

 Old English 
stǣger

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
steiger

 ‘scaffolding,’ from a base meaning ‘climb.’





staircase

 
/ˈsterkās/






noun




a set of stairs and its surrounding walls or structure.













stairclimber

 
/ˈsterˌklīmər/






noun




an exercise machine on which the user simulates the action of climbing a staircase.













stairhead

 
/ˈsterˌhed/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a landing at the top of a set of stairs.













stairlift

 
/ˈsterˌlift/






noun




a lift in the form of a chair that can be raised or lowered at the edge of a domestic staircase, used for carrying a person who is unable to go up or down the stairs.













stairway

 
/ˈsterˌwā/






noun




a set of steps or stairs and its surrounding walls or structure.













stairwell

 
/ˈsterˌwel/






noun




a shaft in a building in which a staircase is built.














stake1


 
/stāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong wooden or metal post with a point at one end, driven into the ground to support a tree, form part of a fence, act as a boundary mark, etc.




2.
 
a long vertical rod used in basket-making.




3.
 
a metalworker's small anvil, typically with a projection for fitting into a socket on a bench.




4.
 
(
the stake

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a wooden post to which a person was tied before being burned alive as a punishment.




5.
 
a territorial division of the Mormon Church under the jurisdiction of a president.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support (a tree or plant) with a stake or stakes.




2.
 
(
stake something out

 )
 — mark an area with stakes so as to claim ownership of it




•
 
the boundary between the two ranches was properly staked out




•
 


‹figurative›

 the local dog staked out his territory.










3.
 
be assertive in defining and defending a position or policy




•
 
Elena was staking out a role for herself as a formidable political force.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
pull up stakes








(N. Amer.)

 move or go to live elsewhere.









2.
 
stake a claim






assert one's right to something.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





stake someone/something out








‹informal›

 continuously watch a place or person in secret




•
 
they'd staked out Culley's house for half a day.





















– origin

 Old English 
staca

 ; related to Dutch 
staak

 , also to stick
 2
 .





stake2


 
/stāk/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
stakes

 )


1.
 
a sum of money or something else of value gambled on the outcome of a risky game or venture




•
 
playing dice for high stakes




•
 


‹figurative›

 the mayor 
raised the stakes

 in the battle for power




•
 


the stakes are high

 with a six-figure bonanza in television rights in the balance.










2.
 
a share or interest in a business, situation, or system




•
 
GM acquired a 50 percent stake in Saab.










3.
 
(
stakes

 )
 — prize money, especially in horse racing.




4.
 
[in 
names

 ] (
stakes

 )
 — a horse race in which all the owners of the racehorses running contribute to the prize money




•
 
the horse is to run in the Lexington Stakes.










5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ] (
stakes

 )
 — a situation involving competition in a specified area




•
 
we will keep you one step ahead in the fashion stakes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gamble (money or something else of value) on the outcome of a game or race




•
 
one gambler staked everything he'd got and lost




•
 


‹figurative›

 it was risky to 
stake

 his reputation 
on

 one big success.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 give financial or other support to




•
 
he 
staked

 him 
to

 an education at the École des Beaux-Arts.














III.
 
phrases





at stake





a.
 
to be won or lost; at risk




•
 
people's lives could be at stake.










b.
 
at issue or in question




•
 
the logical response is to give up, but there's more at stake than logic.





















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps a specialized usage of stake
 1
 , from the notion of an object being placed as a wager on a post or stake.





stake body






noun






(US)

 a body for a truck having a flat open platform with removable posts along the sides.













stakeholder

 
/ˈstākˌhōldər/






noun



1.
 
(in gambling) an independent party with whom each of those who make a wager deposits the money or counters wagered.




2.
 
a person with an interest or concern in something, especially a business.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a type of organization or system in which all the members or participants are seen as having an interest in its success




•
 
a stakeholder economy.



















stakeout

 
/ˈstākout/






noun






‹informal›

 a period of secret surveillance of a building or an area by police in order to observe someone's activities.













Stakhanovite

 
/stəˈkänəˌvīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a worker in the former Soviet Union who was exceptionally hardworking and productive.




2.
 
an exceptionally hardworking or zealous person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Stakhanovism

 
/stəˈkänəˌvizəm /






noun













2.
 
Stakhanovist

 
/-vist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from the name of Aleksei Grigorevich 
Stakhanov

 (1906–77), Russian coal miner.






stalactite

 
/stəˈlakˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a tapering structure hanging like an icicle from the roof of a cave, formed of calcium salts deposited by dripping water.

Compare with stalagmite
 .








II.
 
derivatives





stalactitic

 
/ˌstaləkˈtidik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
stalactites

 , from Greek 
stalaktos

 ‘dripping,’ based on 
stalassein

 ‘to drip.’






Stalag

 
/ˈstäläɡ/





I.
 
noun




(in World War II) a German prison camp, especially for noncommissioned officers and privates.











– origin

 German, contraction of 
Stammlager

 , from 
Stamm

 ‘base, main stock’ + 
Lager

 ‘camp.’






stalagmite

 
/stəˈlaɡˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a mound or tapering column rising from the floor of a cave, formed of calcium salts deposited by dripping water and often uniting with a stalactite.








II.
 
derivatives





stalagmitic

 
/ˌstaləɡˈmitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
stalagmites

 , from Greek 
stalagma

 ‘a drop,’ based on 
stalassein

 (see stalactite
 ).






stale1


 
/stāl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) no longer fresh and pleasant to eat; hard, musty, or dry




•
 
stale bread.










2.
 
no longer new and interesting or exciting




•
 
their marriage had gone stale.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) no longer able to perform well or creatively because of having done something for too long




•
 
a top executive tends to get stale.










4.
 
(of a check or legal claim) invalid because out of date.








II.
 
verb




make or become stale.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stalely

 
/ˈstā(l)lē /






adverb













2.
 
staleness

 
/ˈstālnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (describing beer in the sense ‘clear from long standing, strong’): probably from Anglo-Norman French and Old French, from 
estaler

 ‘to halt’; compare with the verb stall
 .





stale2


 
/stāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an animal, especially a horse) urinate.











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from Old French 
estaler

 ‘come to a stop, halt’ (compare with stale
 1
 ).





stalemate

 
/ˈstālˌmāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chess]

 a position counting as a draw, in which a player is not in check but cannot move except into check.




2.
 


[Chess]

 a situation in which further action or progress by opposing or competing parties seems impossible




•
 
the war had again reached stalemate.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring to or cause to reach stalemate


(as 
adj.

 
stalemated

 )


•
 
the currently stalemated peace talks.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from obsolete 
stale

 (from Anglo-Norman French 
estale

 ‘position,’ from 
estaler

 ‘be placed’) + mate
 2
 .





Stalin, Joseph

 
/ˈstälin/






(1879–1953), Soviet statesman; general secretary of the Communist Party of the former Soviet Union 1922–53; born 
Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili

 . In 1928, he launched a succession of five-year plans for rapid industrialization and the enforced collectivization of agriculture. His large-scale purges of the intelligentsia in the 1930s were equally ruthless.










Stalinabad

 
/ˌstälənəˈbäd/






former name (1929–61) for Dushanbe
 .










Stalingrad

 
/ˈstälənˌɡrad, -ˌɡräd/






former name (1925–61) of Volgograd
 .









Stalinism

 
/ˈstäləˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ideology and policies adopted by Stalin, based on centralization, totalitarianism, and the pursuit of communism.




2.
 
any rigid centralized authoritarian form of communism.








II.
 
derivatives





Stalinist

 
/ˈstälənəst /






noun, adjective





















Stalin Peak






former name (1933-1962) of Ismail Samani Peak
 .









stalk1


 
/stôk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the main stem of a herbaceous plant




•
 
he chewed a stalk of grass.










2.
 
the slender attachment or support of a leaf, flower, or fruit




•
 
the acorns grow on stalks.










3.
 
a stalklike support for a sessile animal, or for an organ in an animal.




4.
 
a slender support or stem of something




•
 
drinking glasses with long stalks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stalked






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
rough-stalked meadow grass



















2.
 
stalkless






adjective













3.
 
stalklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













4.
 
stalky

 
/ˈstôkē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably a diminutive of dialect 
stale

 ‘rung of a ladder, long handle.’





stalk2


 
/stôk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pursue or approach stealthily




•
 
a cat stalking a bird.










2.
 
harass or persecute (someone) with unwanted and obsessive attention




•
 
for five years she was stalked by a man who would taunt and threaten her.










3.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 move silently or threateningly through (a place)




•
 
the tiger stalks the jungle




•
 


‹figurative›

 fear stalked the camp.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stride somewhere in a proud, stiff, or angry manner




•
 
without another word she turned and stalked out.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a stealthy pursuit of someone or something.




2.
 
a stiff, striding gait.











– origin

 late Old English 
-stealcian

 (in 
bistealcian

 ‘walk cautiously or stealthily’), of Germanic origin; related to steal
 .





stalker

 
/ˈstôkər/






noun



1.
 
a person who harasses or persecutes someone with unwanted and obsessive attention




•
 
Tracy claimed she was the victim of a stalker




•
 
an anonymous stalker sent her hate mail.










2.
 
a person who hunts game stealthily




•
 
a keen fisherman and deer stalker




•
 
a stalker of moose.



















stalkerazzi

 
/ˌstôkəˈrätsē/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 photojournalists who follow celebrities closely and persistently with the intention of obtaining sensational pictures.











– origin

 from 
stalker

 + 
-azzi

 , on the pattern of 
paparazzi

 .





stalkerish

 
/ˈstôkəriSH/






adjective






‹informal›

 characterized by or displaying an obsessive and inappropriate or unwelcome interest in someone




•
 
we all know that there are some stalkerish fans out there




•
 
at the risk of sounding slightly stalkerish, have you ever wondered what certain celebrities look like while they're sleeping?



















stalkery

 
/ˈstôkərē/






adjective






‹informal›

 characterized by or displaying an obsessive and inappropriate or unwelcome interest in someone




•
 
her last boyfriend had become rather needy, and went a tad stalkery when she broke up with him.



















stalk-eyed

 
/ˈstôkˌīd/






adjective




(of a crustacean) having eyes mounted on stalks.













stalking horse

 
/ˈstôkiNG ˌhôrs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a screen traditionally made in the shape of a horse behind which a hunter can stay concealed when stalking prey.




2.
 
a false pretext concealing someone's real intentions.




3.
 
a political candidate who runs only in order to provoke the election and thus allow a stronger candidate to come forward.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from the former practice of using a horse trained to allow a fowler to hide behind it, or under its coverings, until within easy range of prey.






stall

 
/stôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stand, booth, or compartment for the sale of goods in a market or large covered area




•
 
fruit and vegetable stalls.










2.
 
an individual compartment for an animal in a stable or barn, enclosed on three sides.




3.
 
a stable.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a marked-out parking space for a vehicle.




5.
 
a compartment for one person in a shower room, restroom, or similar facility.




6.
 
a fixed seat in the choir or chancel of a church, more or less enclosed at the back and sides and often canopied, typically reserved for a particular member of the clergy.




7.
 
(
stalls

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 the seats on the ground floor in a theater.




8.
 
an instance of an engine, vehicle, aircraft, or boat stalling




•
 
speed must be maintained to avoid a stall and loss of control.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a motor vehicle or its engine) stop running, typically because of an overload on the engine




•
 
her car stalled at the crossroads.










2.
 
(of an aircraft or its pilot) reach a condition where the speed is too low to allow effective operation of the controls.




3.
 


[Sailing]

 have insufficient wind power in the sails to give controlled motion.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an engine, vehicle, aircraft, or boat) to stall.




5.
 
stop or cause to stop making progress


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his career had stalled, hers taken off




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the government has stalled the much-needed project.










6.
 
speak or act in a deliberately vague way in order to gain more time to deal with a question or issue; prevaricate




•
 
she was 
stalling for time

 .










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — delay or divert (someone) by stalling




•
 
stall him until I've had time to take a look.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put or keep (an animal) in a stall, especially in order to fatten it.











– origin

 Old English 
steall

 ‘stable or cattle shed,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stal

 , also to stand
 . Early senses of the verb included ‘reside, dwell’ and ‘bring to a halt.’





stallion

 
/ˈstalyən/





I.
 
noun




an uncastrated adult male horse.











– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
estalon

 , from a derivative of a Germanic base shared by stall
 .





Stallone, Sylvester

 
/stəˈlōn/






(1946–), US actor, writer, and director; full name 
Sylvester Enzio Stallone

 ; nickname 
Sly

 . He is best known for writing and starring in five 
Rocky

 movies (1976, 1979 1982, 1985, 1990) and three 
Rambo

 movies (1982, 1985, 1988). He also directed 
Rocky II

 , 
Rocky III

 , and 
Rocky IV

 .









stalwart

 
/ˈstôlwərt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
loyal, reliable, and hardworking




•
 
he remained a stalwart supporter of the cause.










2.
 


‹dated›

 strongly built and sturdy




•
 
he was of stalwart build.














II.
 
noun




a loyal, reliable, and hardworking supporter or participant in an organization or team




•
 
the stalwarts of the Ladies' Auxiliary.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stalwartly






adverb













2.
 
stalwartness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: Scots variant of obsolete 
stalworth

 , from Old English 
stǣl

 ‘place’ + 
weorth

 ‘worth.’





Stamboul

 
/stamˈbo͞ol, stäm-/






archaic name for Istanbul
 .










stamen

 
/ˈstāmin/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the male fertilizing organ of a flower, typically consisting of a pollen-containing anther and a filament.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘warp in an upright loom, thread.’





Stamford

 
/ˈstamfərd/






a commercial city in southwestern Connecticut, on Long Island Sound; pop. 119,303 (est. 2008).









stamina

 
/ˈstamənə/





I.
 
noun




the ability to sustain prolonged physical or mental effort




•
 
their secret is stamina rather than speed.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘rudiments, essential elements of something’): from Latin, plural of stamen
 in the sense ‘threads spun by the Fates.’






staminate

 
/ˈstaməˌnāt/






adjective






[Botany]

 (of a plant or flower) having stamens but no pistils.

Compare with pistillate
 .













staminode

 
/ˈstaməˌnōd/






noun






[Botany]

 a sterile or abortive stamen, frequently resembling a stamen without its anther.














stammer

 
/ˈstamər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak with sudden involuntary pauses and a tendency to repeat the initial letters of words.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter (words) with a stammer




•
 
I 
stammered out

 my history




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I … I can't,” Isabel stammered.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a tendency to stammer




•
 
as a young man, he had a dreadful stammer.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stammerer

 
/ˈstam(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
stammeringly






adverb



















– origin

 late Old English 
stamerian

 ; related to stumble
 . The noun dates from the late 18th cent.






stamp

 
/stamp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring down (one's foot) heavily on the ground or on something on the ground




•
 
he stamped his foot in frustration




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he threw his cigarette down and stamped on it




•
 


‹figurative›

 Robertson stamped on all these suggestions.










2.
 
crush, flatten, or remove with a heavy blow from one's feet




•
 
she stamped the snow from her boots.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk with heavy, forceful steps




•
 
John stamped off, muttering.










4.
 
impress a pattern or mark, especially an official one, on (a surface, object, or document) using an engraved or inked block or die or other instrument




•
 
the woman stamped my passport.










5.
 
impress (a pattern or mark) on something by engraving or inking




•
 
a key with a number 
stamped on

 the shaft




•
 


‹figurative›

 it's one of those records that has ‘classic’ stamped all over it.










6.
 
make (something) by cutting it out with a die or mold




•
 
the knives are 
stamped out from

 a flat strip of steel.










7.
 
reveal or mark out as having a particular character, quality, or ability




•
 
his style 
stamps

 him 
as

 a player to watch.










8.
 
affix a postage stamp or stamps onto (a letter or package)




•
 
Annie stamped the envelope for her.










9.
 
crush or pulverize (ore).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument for stamping a pattern or mark, in particular an engraved or inked block or die.




2.
 
a mark or pattern made by a stamping instrument, especially one indicating official validation or certification




•
 
passports with visa stamps




•
 


‹figurative›

 the emperor gave them his 
stamp of approval

 .










3.
 
a characteristic or distinctive impression or quality




•
 
the whole project has the stamp of authority.










4.
 
a particular class or type or person or thing




•
 
empiricism of this stamp has been esp. influential in British philosophy.










5.
 
a small adhesive piece of paper stuck to something to show that an amount of money has been paid, in particular a postage stamp




•
 
a first-class stamp.










6.
 
an act or sound of stamping with the foot




•
 
the stamp of boots on the bare floor.










7.
 
a block for crushing ore in a stamp mill.








III.
 
phrases





stamp one's authority (or personality or style etc.) on






have a strong or permanent influence on




•
 
he must be able to stamp his authority on the team.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





stamp something out





a.
 
extinguish a fire by stamping on it




•
 
he stamped out the flames before they could grow.










b.
 
suppress or put an end to something by taking decisive action




•
 
urgent action is required to stamp out corruption.


















V.
 
derivatives





stamper

 
/ˈstampər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘crush to a powder’): of Germanic origin; related to German 
stampfen

 ‘stamp with the foot’; reinforced by Old French 
estamper

 ‘to stamp.’ Compare with stomp
 .





Stamp Act






noun




an act of the British Parliament in 1756 that exacted revenue from the American colonies by imposing a stamp duty on newspapers and legal and commercial documents. Colonial opposition led to the act's repeal in 1766 and helped encourage the revolutionary movement against the British Crown.













stampede

 
/stamˈpēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden panicked rush of a number of horses, cattle, or other animals.




2.
 
a sudden rapid movement or reaction of a mass of people in response to a particular circumstance or stimulus




•
 
a stampede of bargain hunters.










3.
 
[often in 
titles

 ]
 — a rodeo




•
 
the Calgary Stampede.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of horses, cattle, or other animals) rush wildly in a sudden mass panic




•
 
the nearby sheep stampeded as if they sensed impending danger.










2.
 
(of people) move rapidly in a mass




•
 
the children stampeded through the kitchen, playing tag or hide-and-seek.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (people or animals) to rush wildly in a mass panic




•
 
the raiders stampeded 200 mules




•
 


‹figurative›

 don't let them 
stampede

 us 
into

 anything.














III.
 
derivatives





stampeder






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: Mexican Spanish use of Spanish 
estampida

 ‘crash, uproar,’ of Germanic origin; related to the verb stamp
 .





stamping ground

 
/ˈstampiNG ˌɡround/






noun




another term for stomping ground
 .













stamp mill






noun




a mill for crushing ore.













stance

 
/stans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way in which someone stands, especially when deliberately adopted (as in baseball, golf, and other sports); a person's posture




•
 
she altered her stance, resting all her weight on one leg.










2.
 
the attitude of a person or organization toward something; a standpoint




•
 
the party is changing its 
stance on

 the draft.










3.
 


[Climbing]

 a ledge or foothold on which a belay can be secured.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a standing place): from French, from Italian 
stanza

 .






stanch1


 
/stôn(t)SH stän(t)SH /

 
staunch





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 stop or restrict (a flow of blood) from a wound




•
 
colleagues may have saved her life by stanching the flow




•
 


‹figurative›

 the company did nothing to stanch the tide of rumors.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 stop the flow of blood from (a wound).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
estanchier

 , from the base of staunch
 1
 .





stanch2


 
/stôn(t)SH stän(t)SH/






adjective




variant spelling of staunch
 1
 (
sense

 2).














stanchion

 
/ˈstan(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an upright bar, post, or frame forming a support or barrier.




2.
 
(in full 
cattle stanchion

 )
 — a frame that holds the head of a cow in place, especially to facilitate milking.








II.
 
derivatives





stanchioned






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
stanchon

 , from Old French 
estanchon

 , from 
estance

 ‘a support,’ probably based on Latin 
stant-

 ‘standing,’ from the verb 
stare

 .






stand

 
/stand/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have or maintain an upright position, supported by one's feet




•
 
Lionel stood in the doorway




•
 
she stood still, heart hammering.










2.
 
rise to one's feet




•
 
the two men 
stood up

 and shook hands.










3.
 
move to and remain in a specified position




•
 
she stood aside to let them enter.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — place or set in an upright or specified position




•
 
don't stand the plant in direct sunlight.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an object, building, or settlement) be situated in a particular place or position




•
 
the town stood on a hill




•
 
the hotel stands in three acres of gardens.










6.
 
(of a building or other vertical structure) remain upright and entire rather than fall into ruin or be destroyed




•
 
after the heavy storms, only one house was left standing.










7.
 
remain valid or unaltered




•
 
my decision stands




•
 
his strikeout record stood for 38 years.










8.
 
(especially of a vehicle) remain stationary




•
 
the train now standing on track 3.










9.
 
(of a liquid) collect and remain motionless




•
 
avoid planting in soil where water stands in winter.










10.
 
(of food, a mixture, or liquid) rest without disturbance, typically so as to infuse or marinate




•
 
pour boiling water over the fruit and leave it to stand for 5 minutes.










11.
 
(of a ship) remain on a specified course




•
 
the ship was standing north.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be in a specified state or condition




•
 
since mother's death, the house had stood empty




•
 
sorry, darling—I stand corrected.










13.
 
adopt a particular attitude toward a matter or issue




•
 
students should consider where they stand on this issue.










14.
 
be of a specified height




•
 
Sampson was a small man, standing 5 ft. 4 in. tall.










15.
 
(
stand at

 )
 — be at (a particular level or value)




•
 
the budget stood at $14 million per annum.










16.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — be in a situation where one is likely to do something




•
 
investors stood to lose heavily.










17.
 
act in a specified capacity




•
 
he stood watch all night.










18.
 
(also 
stand at stud

 )
 — (of a stallion) be available for breeding.




19.
 
[with 
obj.

 and often 
modal

 ]
 — withstand (an experience or test) without being damaged




•
 
small boats that could stand the punishment of heavy seas.










20.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be able to endure or tolerate




•
 
I can't stand the way Mom talks to him.










21.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 be a candidate in an election




•
 
he 
stood for

 Parliament in 1968.










22.
 
[usu. with 
two objs.

 ]
 — provide (food or drink) for someone at one's own expense




•
 
somebody in the bar would stand him a beer.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an attitude toward a particular issue; a position taken in an argument




•
 
the party's tough stand on welfare




•
 
his traditionalist stand.










2.
 
a determined effort to resist or fight for something




•
 
this was not the moment to 
make a stand for

 independence




•
 
we have to 
take a stand against

 racism.










3.
 
an act of holding one's ground against or halting to resist an opposing force




•
 
Custer's legendary last stand.










4.
 
a place where, or an object on which, someone or something stands, sits, or rests, in particular




5.
 
a large raised tiered structure for spectators, typically at a sports arena




•
 
her parents watched from the stands.










6.
 
a rack, base, or piece of furniture for holding, supporting, or displaying something




•
 
a microphone stand.










7.
 
a small stall or booth in a street, market, or public building from which goods are sold




•
 
a hot-dog stand.










8.
 
a raised platform for a band, orchestra, or speaker.




9.
 
(also 
witness stand

 ) (
the stand

 )
 — a witness box




•
 
Sergeant Harris took the stand.










10.
 
the place where someone typically stands or sits




•
 
she took her stand in front of the desks.










11.
 
a place where vehicles, typically taxicabs, wait for passengers.




12.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a cessation from motion or progress




•
 
the train drew to a stand by the signal box.










13.
 
each halt made on a touring theatrical production to give one or more performances.




14.
 
a group of growing plants of a specified kind, especially trees




•
 
a stand of poplars.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as it stands





a.
 
in its present condition




•
 
there are no merits in the proposal as it stands.










b.
 
(also 
as things stand

 )
 — in the present circumstances




•
 
the country would struggle, as it stands, to host the next Winter Olympic Games.















2.
 
it stands to reason






see reason
 .









3.
 
stand a chance






see chance
 .









4.
 
stand one's ground






maintain one's position, typically in the face of opposition




•
 
she stood her ground, refusing to let him intimidate her.















5.
 
stand someone in good stead






see stead
 .









6.
 
stand on one's own (two) feet






be or become self-reliant or independent.









7.
 
stand out a mile






see mile
 .









8.
 
stand out like a sore thumb






see sore
 .









9.
 
stand pat






see pat
 2
 .









10.
 
stand trial






be tried in a court of law.









11.
 
stand up and be counted






state publicly one's support for someone or something.









12.
 
will the real —— please stand up








‹informal›

 used rhetorically to indicate that the specified person should clarify their position or reveal their true character




•
 
he was so different from the unhappy man of a week ago—would the real Jack Lawrence please stand up?


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
stand alone






be unequaled




•
 
when it came to fun, Julia stood alone.















2.
 
stand aside





a.
 
take no action to prevent, or not involve oneself in, something that is happening




•
 
the army had stood aside as the monarchy fell.










b.
 
withdraw or resign from a position or office




•
 
the acting prime minister refused to stand aside to permit Sir Julius to resume his post.















3.
 
stand back






withdraw from a situation emotionally in order to view it more objectively.









4.
 
stand by





a.
 
be present while something bad is happening but fail to take any action to stop it




•
 
he was beaten to the ground as onlookers stood by.










b.
 
support or remain loyal to (someone), typically in a time of need




•
 
she had stood by him during his years in prison.










c.
 
adhere to or abide by (something promised, stated, or decided)




•
 
the government must stand by its pledges.










d.
 
be ready to deal or assist with something




•
 
two battalions were on their way, and a third was standing by.















5.
 
stand down





a.
 
withdraw or resign from a position or office




•
 
he stood down as leader of the party.










b.
 
(
stand down

 or 
stand someone down

 )
 — relax or cause to relax after a state of readiness




•
 
if something doesn't happen soon, I guess they'll stand us down.










c.
 
(of a witness) leave the witness stand after giving evidence.









6.
 
stand for





a.
 
be an abbreviation of or symbol for




•
 
NASA stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration.










b.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 refuse to endure or tolerate




•
 
I won't stand for any nonsense.










c.
 
support (a cause or principle)




•
 
we stand for animal welfare.















7.
 
stand in





a.
 
deputize




•
 
Brown 
stood in for

 the injured Simpson.










b.
 


[Nautical]

 sail closer to the shore.









8.
 
stand off





a.
 
move or keep away




•
 
the women stood off at a slight distance.










b.
 


[Nautical]

 sail further away from the shore.









9.
 
stand someone off






keep someone away: repel someone.









10.
 
stand on





a.
 
be scrupulous in the observance of




•
 
call me Alex—let's not stand on formality.










b.
 


[Nautical]

 continue on the same course.









11.
 
stand out





a.
 
project from a surface




•
 
the veins in his neck stood out.










b.
 
be easily noticeable




•
 
he was one of those men who stood out in a crowd.










c.
 
be clearly better or more significant than someone or something




•
 
four issues stand out as being of crucial importance.










d.
 
persist in opposition or support of something




•
 
she 
stood out against

 public opinion




•
 
the company 
stood out for

 the product it wanted.















12.
 
stand over





a.
 
stand close to (someone) so as to watch, supervise, or intimidate them.




b.
 
(
stand over

 or 
stand something over

 )
 — be postponed or postpone to be dealt with at a later date




•
 
a number of points were stood over to a further meeting.















13.
 
stand to






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

[Military]

 stand ready for an attack, especially one before dawn or after dark.









14.
 
stand up






(of an argument, claim, evidence, etc.) remain valid after close scrutiny or analysis




•
 
but will your story stand up in court?















15.
 
stand someone up








‹informal›

 fail to keep an appointment with a boyfriend or girlfriend.









16.
 
stand up for





a.
 
speak or act in support of




•
 
she learned to 
stand up for herself

 .










b.
 
act as best man for in a wedding.









17.
 
stand up to





a.
 
make a spirited defense against




•
 
giving workers the confidence to stand up to their employers.










b.
 
be resistant to the harmful effects of (prolonged wear or use).












V.
 
derivatives





stander






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
standan

 (verb), 
stand

 (noun), of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
stare

 and Greek 
histanai

 , also by the noun stead
 .





stand-alone

 
/ˈstand əˌlōn /

 
standalone






adjective




(of computer hardware or software) able to operate independently of other hardware or software.













standard

 
/ˈstandərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a level of quality or attainment




•
 
their restaurant offers a high standard of service




•
 
the governor's ambition to raise standards in schools.










2.
 
a required or agreed level of quality or attainment




•
 
half of the beaches fail to comply with EPA standards




•
 
their tap water was not 
up to standard

 .










3.
 
an idea or thing used as a measure, norm, or model in comparative evaluations




•
 
the wages are low by today's standards




•
 
the system had become an industry standard.










4.
 
(
standards

 )
 — principles of conduct informed by notions of honor and decency




•
 
a decline in moral standards.










5.
 
a form of language that is widely accepted as the correct form.




6.
 
the prescribed weight of fine metal in gold or silver coins




•
 
the sterling standard for silver.










7.
 
a system by which the value of a currency is defined in terms of gold or silver or both.




8.
 
an object that is supported in an upright position, in particular




9.
 
a military or ceremonial flag carried on a pole or hoisted on a rope.




10.
 
a tree or shrub that grows on an erect stem of full height.




11.
 
a shrub grafted on an erect stem and trained in tree form.




12.
 


[Botany]

 the large frequently erect uppermost petal of a papilionaceous flower.

Also called vexillum
 .




13.
 


[Botany]

 one of the inner petals of an iris flower, frequently erect.




14.
 
an upright water or gas pipe.




15.
 
a tune or song of established popularity.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
used or accepted as normal or average




•
 
the standard rate of income tax




•
 
it is standard practice in museums to register objects as they are acquired.










2.
 
(of a size, measure, design, etc.) such as is regularly used or produced; not special or exceptional




•
 
all these doors come in a range of standard sizes.










3.
 
(of a work, repertoire, or writer) viewed as authoritative or of permanent value and so widely read or performed




•
 
his essays on the interpretation of reality became a standard text.










4.
 
denoting or relating to the spoken or written form of a language widely accepted as usual and correct




•
 
speakers of standard English.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a tree or shrub) growing on an erect stem of full height.




6.
 
(of a shrub) grafted on an erect stem and trained in tree form




•
 
standard roses.














III.
 
phrases





raise one's (or the) standard






take up arms; oppose




•
 
he is the only one who has dared raise his standard against her.


















IV.
 
derivatives





standardly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a flag raised on a pole as a rallying point, the authorized exemplar of a unit of measurement, or an upright timber): shortening of Old French 
estendart

 , from 
estendre

 ‘extend’; 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun, influenced by the verb stand
 .





Standard & Poor's 500

 
/ˌstandərd ən po͝orz fīvˈhəndrəd /

 
S & P 500






noun






[Finance]

 a group of 500 companies whose average daily share prices are used to calculate an index of the day's security prices.













standard-bearer

 
/ˈstandərd ˌberər/






noun



1.
 
a soldier who is responsible for carrying the distinctive flag of a unit, regiment, or army.




2.
 
a leading figure in a cause or movement




•
 
the announcement made her a standard-bearer for gay rights.



















Standardbred

 
/ˈstandərdˌbred /

 
standardbred






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a horse of a breed able to attain a specified speed, developed especially for trotting.













standard deviation

 
/ˈstandərd ˌdēvēˈāSHən/






noun






[Statistics]

 a quantity calculated to indicate the extent of deviation for a group as a whole.













standard English






noun




the form of the English language widely accepted as the usual correct form




•
 
children often use native forms at home and speak standard English at school.



















standard error






noun






[Statistics]

 a measure of the statistical accuracy of an estimate, equal to the standard deviation of the theoretical distribution of a large population of such estimates.













standard gauge

 
/ˈstandərd ɡāj/






noun




a railroad gauge of 56.5 inches (1.435 m), standard in the US, Britain, and many other parts of the world.













standard issue





I.
 
noun




the equipment that is generally supplied to individuals in a particular group, especially by the military to members of the armed forces




•
 
the standard issue of the United States Army at the outbreak of the Civil War was the model 1855 Springfield rifle musket




•
 
police made video cameras part of standard issue for all uniformed officers on the island.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
provided as part of the basic equipment supplied to individuals in a group, especially by the military to members of the armed forces




•
 
standard-issue khaki uniforms




•
 
the standard-issue service rifle of the US military.










2.
 
ordinary or usual; unexceptional




•
 
the egg rolls were pretty standard-issue




•
 
a standard-issue thrilller.



















standardize

 
/ˈstandərˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to conform to a standard




•
 
the editors failed to standardize the spelling of geographic names.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
standardize on

 )
 — adopt (something) as one's standard




•
 
we could standardize on U.S. equipment.










3.
 
determine the properties of by comparison with a standard.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
standardizable






adjective













2.
 
standardization

 
/ˌstandərdəˈzāSHən ˌstandərˌdīˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
standardizer






noun





















standard model






noun

 — (
the standard model

 )


1.
 


[Physics]

 a mathematical description of the elementary particles of matter and the electromagnetic, weak, and strong forces by which they interact.













standard of living






noun




the degree of wealth and material comfort available to a person or community.














standard poodle






noun




a poodle of a medium-sized breed




•
 
the two-year-old standard poodle was judged best-in-show.



















standard time

 
/ˌstandərd ˈtīm/






noun




a uniform time for places in approximately the same longitude, established in a country or region by law or custom.













standby

 
/ˈstan(d)ˌbī/






noun



1.
 
readiness for duty or immediate deployment




•
 
buses were placed 
on standby

 for the trip to Washington.










2.
 
the state of waiting to secure an unreserved place for a journey or performance, allocated on the basis of earliest availability




•
 
passengers were obliged to go 
on standby

 .










3.
 
a person waiting to secure a place on standby.




4.
 
a person or thing ready to be deployed immediately, especially if needed as backup in an emergency




•
 
a generator was kept as a standby in case of power failure




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a standby rescue vessel.










5.
 
an operational mode of an electrical appliance in which the power is switched on but the appliance is not actually functioning.













stand-down






noun






[chiefly Military]

 a period of relaxation after a state of alert.













standee

 
/stanˈdē/






noun




a person who stands, especially in a passenger vehicle when all the seats are occupied or at a performance or sporting event.













standfirst

 
/ˈstan(d)ˌfərst/






noun






(Brit.)

 a brief introductory summary of an article in a newspaper or on a website, typically appearing immediately after the headline and typographically distinct from the rest of the article




•
 
the headline and standfirst of this article were changed in accordance with editorial guidelines.



















stand-in

 
/ˈstand ˌin/






noun




a person who stands in for another, especially in a performance; a substitute




•
 
his stand-in does all the dancing sequences.



















standing

 
/ˈstandiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
position, status, or reputation




•
 
their standing in the community




•
 
a man of high social standing.










2.
 
(
standings

 )
 — the table of scores indicating the relative positions of competitors in a sports contest




•
 
she heads the world championship standings.










3.
 
used to specify the length of time that something has lasted or that someone has fulfilled a particular role




•
 
an interdepartmental squabble 
of long standing

 .














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a jump or a start in a running race) performed from rest or an upright position, without a run-up or the use of starting blocks.




2.
 
remaining in force or use; permanent




•
 
he has a standing invitation to visit them




•
 
a standing army.










3.
 
(of water) stagnant or still.




4.
 
(of grain) not yet reaped and so still erect.




5.
 


[Printing]

 (of metal type) kept set up after use.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
all standing








[Sailing]

 (chiefly with reference to a boat's stopping) without time to lower the sails.









2.
 
in good standing






in favor or on good terms with someone




•
 
the companies wanted to stay 
in good standing with

 the government.















3.
 
leave someone/something standing








‹informal›

 be much better or make much faster progress than someone or something else.

















standing committee






noun




a permanent committee that meets regularly.













standing count

 
standing eight count






noun






[Boxing]

 a count of eight taken on a boxer who has not been knocked down but who appears temporarily unfit to continue fighting.













standing crop






noun



1.
 
a growing crop, especially of a grain.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 the total biomass of an ecosystem or any of its components at a given time.













standing desk






noun




a desk designed to be used by a person standing upright




•
 
since the beginning of December I've been working at a standing desk.



















standing joke






noun




something that regularly causes amusement or provokes ridicule.













standing order

 
/ˌstandiNG ˈôrdər/






noun



1.
 
an order or ruling governing the procedures of a society, council, or other deliberative body.




2.
 
a military order or ruling that is retained irrespective of changing conditions.













standing ovation

 
/ˈstandiNG ōˈvāSHən/






noun




a period of prolonged applause during which those in the crowd or audience rise to their feet.













standing part






noun



1.
 
the end of a rope in a ship's rigging that is made fast, as distinct from the end to be hauled on.




2.
 
(in knot-tying) the main part of the rope as opposed to the free end.













Standing Rock






a Sioux Indian reservation that straddles the North Dakota–South Dakota border, west of the Missouri River.









standing room






noun




space available for people to stand rather than sit in a vehicle, building, or stadium.













standing stone

 
/ˈstandiNG stōn/






noun




another term for menhir
 .














standing wave

 
/ˈstandiNG wāv/






noun






[Physics]

 a vibration of a system in which some particular points remain fixed while others between them vibrate with the maximum amplitude.

Compare with traveling wave
 .













standish

 
/ˈstandiSH/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a stand for holding pens, ink, and other writing equipment.











– origin

 Middle English: commonly held to be from the verb stand
 + dish
 , but evidence of such a use of 
dish

 is lacking.





Standish, Myles

 
/ˈstandiSH/






(
c.

 1584–1656), American colonist; born in England. He accompanied the Pilgrims to America in 1620 and became the military leader of Plymouth Colony. He is romanticized as the lovelorn suitor in Longfellow's fictional poem 
The Courtship of Miles Standish

 (1858).









standoff

 
/ˈstandˌôf/






noun




a stalemate or deadlock between two equally matched opponents in a dispute or conflict




•
 
the 16-day-old standoff was no closer to being resolved.



















standoffish

 
/ˌstandˈôfiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 distant and cold in manner; unfriendly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
standoffishly

 
/ˈˌstandˈôfiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
standoffishness

 
/ˌstandˈôfiSHnəs /






noun





















standout

 
/ˈstandˌout /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a person or thing of exceptional ability or high quality




•
 
standouts include the homemade ravioli and the pizzas.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
exceptionally good




•
 
he became a standout quarterback in the NFL.



















standpipe

 
/ˈstan(d)ˌpīp/






noun




a vertical pipe extending from a water supply, especially one connecting a temporary tap to the main.













standpoint

 
/ˈstan(d)ˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
an attitude to or outlook on issues, typically arising from one's circumstances or beliefs




•
 
she writes on religion 
from the standpoint of

 a believer.










2.
 
the position from which someone is able to view a scene or an object.













standstill

 
/ˈstan(d)ˌstil/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a situation or condition in which there is no movement or activity at all




•
 
the traffic 
came to a standstill

 .



















standstill agreement

 
/ˈstan(d)ˌstil əˈɡrēmənt/






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 an agreement between two countries in which a debt owed by one to the other is held in abeyance for a specified period.




2.
 


[Finance]

 an agreement between a company and a bidder for the company in which the bidder agrees to buy no more shares for a specified period.













stand-to






noun



1.
 


[Military]

 the state of readiness for action or attack.




2.
 


[Military]

 the formal start to a day of military operations.













stand-up

 
/ˈstand ˌəp /

 
standup





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
involving, done by, or engaged in by people standing up




•
 
a stand-up party.










2.
 
such that people have to stand rather than sit




•
 
a stand-up bar.










3.
 
(of a comedian) performing by standing in front of an audience and telling jokes.




4.
 
(of comedy) performed standing in front of an audience




•
 
his stand-up routine depends on improvised observations.










5.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 courageous and loyal in a combative way




•
 
he was a stand-up kind of guy.










6.
 
designed to stay upright or erect.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a comedian who performs by standing in front of an audience and telling jokes.




2.
 
comedy performed by standing in front of an audience




•
 
he began doing stand-up when he was fifteen.










3.
 
a brief monologue by a television news reporter.













Stanford, A. Leland

 
/ˈstanfərd/






(1824–93), US railroad official and politician; full name 
Amasa Leland Stanford

 . He was governor of California 1861–63; a member of the US Senate 1885–93; promoter, financier, and director of two railroads, the Central Pacific and the Southern Pacific; and founder of Stanford University in 1885.









Stanford-Binet test

 
/ˌstanfərdbəˈnā ˌtest/






noun




an intelligence test based on the Binet-Simon scale, commonly administered to children.













stanhope

 
/ˈstanˌhōp, ˈstanəp/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light open horse-drawn carriage for one person, with two or four wheels.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Fitzroy 
Stanhope

 (1787–1864), an English clergyman for whom the first one was made.





Stanislaus, St.

 
/ˈstanəˌslôs, -ˌsläs/






(1030–79), patron saint of Poland; Polish name 
Stanisław

 ; known as 
St. Stanislaus of Cracow

 . As bishop of Cracow 1072–79, he excommunicated 
King Boleslaus II

 . According to tradition, Stanislaus was murdered by Boleslaus while attending Mass. Feast day, April 11 (formerly May 7).









Stanislavsky, Konstantin

 
/ˌstanəˈsläfskē/






(1863–1938), Russian theater director and actor; born 
Konstantin Sergeevich Alekseev

 ; full name 
Konstantin Sergeevich Stanislavsky

 . He trained actors to take a psychological approach and to use latent powers of self-expression when taking on roles; his theory and technique were later developed into method acting.









stank

 
/staNGk/






past of stink
 .









Stanley

 
/ˈstanlē /

 
Port Stanley






the chief port and town in the Falkland Islands, on the island of East Falkland; pop. 2,115 (2006).










Stanley, Mount





I.
 
a mountain in the Rwenzori range in central Africa, on the border between the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) and Uganda. Margherita Peak, which rises to 16,765 feet (5,110 m), is the third-highest mountain in Africa.

African name Ngaliema, Mount
 .







– origin

 named after Sir Henry M. 
Stanley

 , the first European to reach it (1889).





Stanley, Sir Henry Morton






(1841–1904), Welsh explorer; born 
John Rowlands

 . In 1871, he found David Livingstone (1813–73) at Lake Tanganyika in Africa. After Livingstone's death, Stanley continued his explorations in Africa, charting Lake Victoria (1874), tracing the course of the Congo (1874–77), and mapping Lake Albert (1889). In 1889, he was the first European to visit Lake Edward.










Stanley crane






noun




another term for blue crane
 .













Stanley Cup





I.
 
a trophy awarded annually to the ice hockey team that wins the championship in the National Hockey League.







– origin

 named after Lord 
Stanley

 of Preston (1841–1908), the governor general of Canada who donated the trophy in 1893.






Stanleyville

 
/ˈstanlēˌvil/






former name (1882–1966) for Kisangani
 .









stannary

 
/ˈstanərē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the stannaries

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a tin-mining district in Cornwall or Devon, England.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
stannaria

 (plural), from late Latin 
stannum

 ‘tin.’






stannic

 
/ˈstanik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of tin with a valence of four; of tin(IV).

Compare with stannous
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin 
stannum

 ‘tin’ + -ic
 .






stannous

 
/ˈstanəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of tin with a valence of two; of tin(II).

Compare with stannic
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
stannum

 ‘tin’ + -ous
 .





Stanton, Edwin McMasters

 
/ˈstantən/






(1814–69), US lawyer and public official. As secretary of war 1862–68 and briefly during 1868, he served under President Lincoln and later played a pivotal role in the impeachment proceedings against President Andrew Johnson. In 1869, President Grant appointed him to the US Supreme Court but died before taking office.









Stanton, Elizabeth Cady






(1815–1902), US social reformer. With Lucretia Mott, she organized the first US women's rights convention, in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. From 1852, she led the women's rights movement with Susan B. Anthony. She was president of the National Woman Suffrage Association 1869–90 and an editor of the radical feminist magazine 
Revolution

 1868–70.









stanza

 
/ˈstanzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of lines forming the basic recurring metrical unit in a poem; a verse.




2.
 
a group of four lines in some Greek and Latin meters.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stanzaed

 
stanza'd






adjective













2.
 
stanzaic

 
/stanˈzā-ik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘standing place,’ also ‘stanza.’





stapedial

 
/stəˈpēdēəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the stapes.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
stapedius

 (denoting the muscle attached to the neck of the stapes) + -al
 .






stapelia

 
/stəˈpēlyə/





I.
 
noun




a succulent African plant with large star-shaped fleshy flowers that have bold markings and a fetid carrionlike smell that attracts pollinating flies.

Also called carrion flower
 . [Genus 
Stapelia

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Jan Bode von 
Stapel

 (died 1636), Dutch botanist.






stapes

 
/ˈstāpēz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a small stirrup-shaped bone in the middle ear, transmitting vibrations from the incus to the inner ear.

Also called stirrup
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from medieval Latin 
stapes

 ‘stirrup.’





staph

 
/staf/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
[Medicine]

 short for staphylococcus
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Entomology]

 short for staphylinid
 .














staphylinid

 
/ˌstafəˈlinid/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a beetle of a family (
Staphylinidae

 ) that comprises the rove beetles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Staphylinidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Staphylinus

 , from Greek 
staphulinos

 , denoting a kind of insect.






staphylococcus

 
/ˌstafiləˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium of a genus that includes many pathogenic kinds that cause pus formation, especially in the skin and mucous membranes.

[Genus 
Staphylococcus

 ; Gram-positive cocci in clusters.]








II.
 
derivatives





staphylococcal

 
/-ˈkäkəl /






adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
staphulē

 ‘bunch of grapes’ + 
kokkos

 ‘berry.’






staple1


 
/ˈstāpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of bent metal or wire pushed through something or clipped over it as a fastening, in particular




2.
 
a piece of thin wire with a long center portion and two short end pieces that are driven by a stapler through sheets of paper to fasten them together.




3.
 
a small U-shaped metal bar with pointed ends for driving into wood to hold attachments such as electric wires, battens, or sheets of cloth in place.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach or secure with a staple or staples




•
 
Mark stapled a batch of papers together.

















– origin

 Old English 
stapol

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stapel

 ‘pillar’ (a sense reflected in English in early use).





staple2


 
/ˈstāpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a main or important element of something, especially of a diet




•
 
bread, milk, and other staples




•
 
Greek legend was the staple of classical tragedy.










2.
 
a main item of trade or production




•
 
rubber became the staple of the Malayan economy.










3.
 
the fiber of cotton or wool considered with regard to its length and degree of fineness


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
jackets made from 
long-staple

 Egyptian cotton.










4.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹historical›

 a center of trade, especially in a specified commodity




•
 
proposals were made for a wool staple at Pisa.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
main or important, especially in terms of consumption




•
 
the staple foods of the poor




•
 


‹figurative›

 violence is the staple diet of the video generation.










2.
 
most important in terms of trade or production




•
 
rice was the staple crop grown in most villages.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sort or classify (wool, etc.) according to fiber.








IV.
 
derivatives





stapled






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a long-stapled type of fiber

























– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
estaple

 ‘market,’ from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
stapel

 ‘pillar, emporium’; related to staple
 1
 .





staple gun

 
/ˈstāpəl ˌɡən/






noun




a handheld mechanical tool for driving staples into a hard surface.













stapler

 
/ˈstāp(ə)lər/






noun




a device for fastening together sheets of paper with a staple or staples.














star

 
/stär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed luminous point in the night sky that is a large, remote incandescent body like the sun.

True stars were formerly known as the 
fixed stars

 , to distinguish them from the planets or 
wandering stars

 . They are gaseous spheres consisting primarily of hydrogen and helium, there being an equilibrium between the compressional force of gravity and the outward pressure of radiation resulting from internal thermonuclear fusion reactions. Some six thousand stars are visible to the naked eye, but there are actually more than a hundred billion in our own Galaxy, while billions of other galaxies are known.




2.
 
a conventional or stylized representation of a star, typically one having five or more points




•
 
the walls were painted with silver moons and stars.










3.
 
a star symbol used to indicate a category of excellence




•
 
the hotel has three stars.










4.
 
an asterisk.




5.
 
a white patch on the forehead of a horse or other animal.




6.
 
(also 
star network

 ) [usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a data or communication network in which all nodes are independently connected to one central unit




•
 
computers in a star layout.










7.
 
a famous or exceptionally talented performer in the world of entertainment or sports




•
 
a pop star




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
singers of 
star quality

 .










8.
 
an outstandingly good or successful person or thing in a group




•
 
a 
rising star

 in the party




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Ellen was a star student.










9.
 


[Astrology]

 a planet, constellation, or configuration regarded as influencing someone's fortunes or personality




•
 
his golf destiny was written in the stars.










10.
 
(
stars

 )
 — a horoscope published in a newspaper or magazine




•
 
what do my stars say?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a movie, play, or other show) have (someone) as a principal performer




•
 
a film starring Liza Minnelli.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a performer) have a principal role in a movie, play, or other show




•
 
McQueen had 
starred in

 such epics as 
The Magnificent Seven






•
 (as 
adj.

 
starring

 )
 
his first starring role.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) perform brilliantly or prominently in a particular endeavor or event




•
 
Vitt starred at third base for the Detroit Tigers.










4.
 
decorate or cover with star-shaped marks or objects




•
 
thick grass 
starred with

 flowers.










5.
 
mark (something) for special notice or recommendation with an asterisk or other star-shaped symbol




•
 
the activities listed below are starred according to their fitness ratings




•
 (
-starred

 )
 
Michelin-starred restaurants.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
my stars!








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an expression of astonishment.









2.
 
reach for the stars






have high or ambitious aims.









3.
 
see stars






see flashes of light, especially as a result of being hit on the head.









4.
 
someone's star is rising






see rise
 .









5.
 
stars in one's eyes






used to describe someone who is idealistically hopeful or enthusiastic about their future




•
 
a singer selected from hundreds of applicants with stars in their eyes.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
starless

 
/ˈstärləs /






adjective













2.
 
starlike

 
/ˈstärˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
steorra

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ster

 , German 
Stern

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
stella

 and Greek 
astēr

 .






star anise

 
/stär ˈanəs/






noun



1.
 
a small star-shaped fruit with one seed in each arm. It has an aniseed flavor and is used unripe as a spice in Asian cooking.




2.
 
the small Chinese evergreen tree from which star anise is obtained.

Also called Chinese anise
 . [
Illicium verum

 , family 
Illiciaceae

 .]













star apple






noun




an edible purple fruit with a star-shaped cross section.

[This is produced by the evergreen tropical American tree 
Chrysophyllum cainito

 (family 
Sapotaceae

 ).]













Stara Zagora

 
/ˌstärə zəˈɡôrə/






a city in east central Bulgaria; pop. 140,710 (2008).










starboard

 
/ˈstärbərd/





I.
 
noun




the side of a ship or aircraft that is on the right when one is facing forward.

The opposite of port
 3
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn (a ship or its helm) to starboard.











– origin

 Old English 
stēorbord

 ‘rudder side’ (see steer
 1
 , board
 ), because early Teutonic sailing vessels were steered with a paddle over the right side.





starburst

 
/ˈstärˌbərst/






noun



1.
 
a pattern of lines or rays radiating from a central object or source of light


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a starburst pattern.










2.
 
an explosion producing a starburst effect.




3.
 
a camera lens attachment that produces a pattern of rays around the image of a source of light.




4.
 
a period of intense activity in a galaxy involving the formation of stars.













starch

 
/stärCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an odorless tasteless white substance occurring widely in plant tissue and obtained chiefly from cereals and potatoes. It is a polysaccharide that functions as a carbohydrate store and is an important constituent of the human diet.




2.
 
food containing starch.




3.
 
powder or spray made from starch and used before ironing to stiffen fabric or clothing.




4.
 
stiffness of manner or character




•
 
the starch in her voice.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stiffen (fabric or clothing) with starch


(as 
adj.

 
starched

 )


•
 
his immaculately starched shirt.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a boxer) defeat (an opponent) by a knockout




•
 
Domenge starched Geddami in the first.














III.
 
phrases





take the starch out of someone








(US)

 deflate or humiliate someone.












IV.
 
derivatives





starcher

 
/ˈstärCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (recorded only in the past participle 
sterced

 ‘stiffened’), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
sterken

 , German 
stärken

 ‘strengthen,’ also to stark
 .





Star Chamber

 
/stär ˈCHāmbər/






an English court of civil and criminal jurisdiction that developed in the late 15th century, trying especially those cases affecting the interests of the Crown. It was noted for its arbitrary and oppressive judgments and was abolished in 1641.









starchitect

 
/ˈstärkiˌtekt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a famous or high-profile architect.








II.
 
derivatives





starchitecture






noun



















– origin

 1940s (denoting a movie star who designed a house): blend of star
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun) and architect
 .





starchy

 
/ˈstärCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food or diet) containing a relatively high amount of starch.




2.
 
(of clothing) stiff with starch.




3.
 


‹informal›

 very stiff, formal, or prim in manner or character




•
 
the manager is usually a bit starchy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
starchily

 
/ˈstärCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
starchiness

 
/ˈstärCHēnəs /






noun





















star cloud






noun




a region where stars appear to be especially numerous and close together.













star-crossed






adjective






‹literary›

 (of a person or a plan) thwarted by bad luck.













stardom

 
/ˈstärdəm/






noun




the state or status of being a famous or exceptionally talented performer in the world of entertainment or sports.













stardust

 
/ˈstärˌdəst/






noun




(especially in the context of success in the world of entertainment or sports) a magical or charismatic quality or feeling




•
 
a gang of Hollywood stars anointing us with sparkling stardust.




















stare

 
/ster/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
look fixedly or vacantly at someone or something with one's eyes wide open




•
 
he stared at her in amazement




•
 
Robin sat staring into space, her mind numb.










2.
 
(of a person's eyes) be wide open, with a fixed or vacant expression




•
 
her gray eyes stared back at him.










3.
 
(of a thing) be unpleasantly prominent or striking




•
 
the obituaries stared out at us.














II.
 
noun




a long fixed or vacant look




•
 
she gave him a cold stare.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be staring something in the face






be on the verge of something inevitable or inescapable




•
 
our team was staring defeat in the face.















2.
 
stare someone in the eye (or face)






look fixedly or boldly at someone.









3.
 
stare someone in the face






be glaringly apparent or obvious




•
 
the answer had been staring him in the face.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





stare someone down






look fixedly at someone until they feel forced to lower their eyes or turn away.












V.
 
derivatives





starer

 
/ˈsterər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
starian

 , of Germanic origin, from a base meaning ‘be rigid.’





stare decisis

 
/ˌsterē dəˈsīsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the legal principle of determining points in litigation according to precedent.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘stand by things decided.’





starfish

 
/ˈstärˌfiSH/






noun




a marine echinoderm with five or more radiating arms. The undersides of the arms bear tube feet for locomotion and, in predatory species, for opening the shells of mollusks.

[Class 
Asteroidea

 .]













starflower

 
/ˈstärˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a plant with starlike flowers, in particular

[● a small North American woodland plant (
Trientalis borealis

 , family 
Primulaceae

 ). ● a star-of-Bethlehem.]














star fruit

 
starfruit






noun




another term for carambola
 .













stargazer

 
/ˈstärˌɡāzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an astronomer or astrologer.




2.
 
a daydreamer.




3.
 
a fish of warm seas that normally lies buried in the sand with only its eyes, which are on top of the head, protruding.

[● a widely distributed fish that has electric organs (family 
Uranoscopidae

 : several genera). ● a western Atlantic fish (family 
Dactyloscopidae

 : several genera).]








II.
 
derivatives





stargaze

 
/ˈstärˌɡāz /






verb





















Stargell, Willie

 
/ˈstärjəl/






(1940–2001), US baseball player; full name 
Wilver Dornell Stargell

 . With the Pittsburgh Pirates 1962–82, he was noted for his hitting ability. Baseball Hall of Fame (1988).










stark

 
/stärk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
severe or bare in appearance or outline




•
 
the ridge formed a stark silhouette against the sky.










2.
 
unpleasantly or sharply clear; impossible to avoid




•
 
his position on civil rights is 
in stark contrast to

 that of his liberal opponent




•
 


the stark reality

 of life for deprived minorities.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — complete; sheer




•
 
he came running back in stark terror.










4.
 


‹rare›

 completely naked.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 stiff, rigid, or incapable of movement




•
 
a human body lying stiff and stark by the stream.










6.
 
physically strong or powerful




•
 
the dragoons were stark fellows.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
stark naked






completely naked.









2.
 
stark raving mad








‹informal›

 completely crazy.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
starkly

 
/ˈstärklē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the reality is starkly different



















2.
 
starkness

 
/ˈstärknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stearc

 ‘unyielding, severe,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
sterk

 and German 
stark

 ‘strong.’





Stark effect

 
/ˈstärk əˌfekt/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the splitting of a spectrum line into several components by the application of an electric field.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Johannes 
Stark

 (1874–1957), German physicist.





starkers

 
/ˈstärkərz/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 completely naked




•
 
they ran starkers across the stage!










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 mad; crazy




•
 
his lifestyle would 
drive me starkers

 .



















Starkville

 
/ˈstärkˌvil, -vəl/






a city in east central Mississippi; pop. 24,187 (est. 2008).









starlet

 
/ˈstärlət/






noun






‹informal›

 a young actress with aspirations to become a star




•
 
a Hollywood starlet.



















starlight

 
/ˈstärˌlīt/






noun




the light that comes from the stars.













starling1


 
/ˈstärliNG/





I.
 
noun




a gregarious Old World songbird with a straight bill, typically with dark lustrous or iridescent plumage but sometimes brightly colored.

[Family 
Sturnidae

 (the 
starling family

 ): many genera and numerous species, in particular the speckled 
common starling

 (
Sturnus vulgaris

 ), widely introduced elsewhere. The starling family also includes the mynahs, grackles, and (usually) the oxpeckers.]











– origin

 Old English 
stærlinc

 , from 
stær

 ‘starling’ (of Germanic origin) + -ling
 .





starling2


 
/ˈstärliNG/





I.
 
noun




a wooden pile erected with others around or just upstream of a bridge or pier to protect it from the current or floating objects.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps a corruption of dialect 
staddling

 ‘staddle.’





Starling, Ernest Henry

 
/ˈstärliNG/






(1866–1927), English physiologist and founder of the science of endocrinology. He demonstrated the existence of peristalsis and coined the term 
hormone

 for the substance secreted by the pancreas that stimulates the secretion of digestive juices.









starlit

 
/ˈstärˌlit/






adjective




lit or made brighter by stars




•
 
a clear starlit night.



















star-nosed mole






noun




a mole with a number of fleshy radiating tentacles around its nostrils, native to northeastern North America.

[
Condylura cristata

 , family 
Talpidae

 .]













Star of Bethlehem






noun




a resplendent star that is said to have guided the Magi to the birthplace of the infant Jesus.













star-of-Bethlehem

 
/ˌstärəvˈbeTHləˌhem/






noun




a plant of the lily family with star-shaped flowers that typically have green stripes on the outer surface, native to the temperate regions of the Old World.

[Genera 
Ornithogalum

 and 
Gagea

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, including the white-flowered 
O. umbellatum

 and the yellow-flowered 
G. luteum

 .]














Star of David






noun




a six-pointed figure consisting of two interlaced equilateral triangles, used as a Jewish and Israeli symbol.

Also called Magen David
 .













Starr, Bart

 
/stär/






(1934–), US football player; full name 
Bryan Bartlett Starr

 . A quarterback with the Green Bay Packers 1956–71, he led them to five NFL championships and to Super Bowl wins in 1967 and 1968. Football Hall of Fame (1977).









Starr, Ringo






(1940–), English rock and pop drummer; born 
Richard Starkey

 . He was the drummer for the Beatles, and occasionally a singer. After the band split up in 1970, he pursued a solo career as a musician, singer, and actor.









star route





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a postal delivery route served by a private contractor.











– origin

 from the use of a star or asterisk to mark the routes in postal records.





star ruby






noun




a cabochon ruby reflecting an opalescent starlike image owing to its regular internal structure.













starry

 
/ˈstärē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of or lit by stars




•
 
a starry sky.










2.
 
resembling a star in brightness or shape




•
 
tiny white starry flowers.














II.
 
derivatives





starriness






noun





















starry-eyed

 
/ˈstärē ˈˌīd/






adjective




naively enthusiastic or idealistic; failing to recognize the practical realities of a situation.













Stars and Bars

 
/ˈˌstärz ən ˈbärz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 the flag of the Confederate States of America. It had a horizontal white stripe between two red stripes, and in the upper left corner was a blue field with a circle of seven white stars, one for each of the original seven seceded states.













Stars and Stripes

 
/ˈˌstärz ən ˈstrīps/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the national flag of the US. It has 13 horizontal stripes, alternating red and white, which represent the original Thirteen Colonies. In the upper left corner is a field of blue with 50 white stars, which represent the 50 states.













star sapphire






noun




a cabochon sapphire that reflects a starlike image resulting from its regular internal structure.













star shell

 
/stär SHel/






noun




an explosive projectile designed to burst in the air and light up an enemy's position.













starship

 
/ˈstärˌSHip/






noun




(in science fiction) a large manned spaceship used for interstellar travel.













star-spangled

 
/ˈstärˌspaNGɡəld/






adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 covered, glittering, or decorated with stars




•
 
the star-spangled horizon.










2.
 


‹literary›

 glitteringly successful




•
 
a star-spangled career.










3.
 


‹literary›

 used humorously with reference to the US national flag and a perceived American identity




•
 
star-spangled decency.



















Star-Spangled Banner

 
/stär ˈspaNGɡəld ˈbanər/






the US national anthem, officially adopted in 1931. The words were written in 1814 by 
Francis Scott Key

 as a poem originally titled “Defence of Fort M'Henry” and were later put to a tune adapted from a popular English drinking song, “To Anacreon in Heaven.”









star stream






noun






[Astronomy]

 a systematic drift of stars in the same general direction within a galaxy.













star-struck

 
/ˈstär ˌstrək/






adjective




fascinated or greatly impressed by famous people, especially those connected with the entertainment industry




•
 
I was a star-struck teenager.



















star-studded

 
/ˈstär ˌstədəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of the night sky) filled with stars.




2.
 


‹informal›

 featuring a number of famous people, especially actors or sports players




•
 
a star-studded cast.



















star system

 
/stär ˈsistim ˈsistəm/






noun



1.
 
a large number of stars with a perceptible structure; a galaxy.




2.
 
the practice of promoting or otherwise favoring individuals who have become famous and popular, in particular in the motion-picture industry.














start

 
/stärt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come into being; begin or be reckoned from a particular point in time or space




•
 
the season starts in September




•
 
we ate before the show started




•
 
below Roaring Springs the real desert starts.










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 or 
present participle

 ]
 — embark on a continuing action or a new venture




•
 
I started to chat to him




•
 
we plan to start building in the fall.










3.
 
use a particular point, action, or circumstance as an opening for a course of action




•
 
the teacher can 
start by

 capitalizing on children's curiosity




•
 
I shall 
start with

 the case you mention first.










4.
 
begin to move or travel




•
 
we started out into the snow




•
 
he started for the door.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — begin to attend (an educational establishment) or engage in (an occupation, especially a profession)




•
 
she will start school today




•
 
he started work at a travel agency.










6.
 
begin one's working life




•
 
he started as a typesetter




•
 
she 
started off

 as a general practitioner.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — begin to live through (a period distinguished by a specified characteristic)




•
 
they started their married life.










8.
 
cost at least a specified amount




•
 
fees 
start at

 around $300.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an event or process) to happen




•
 
two men started the blaze that caused the explosion




•
 
those women started all the trouble.










10.
 
bring (a project or an institution) into being; cause to take effect or begin to work or operate




•
 
I'm starting a campaign to get the law changed.










11.
 
cause (a machine) to begin to work




•
 
we had trouble starting the car




•
 
he 
starts up

 his van.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a machine or device) begin operating or being used




•
 
the noise of a tractor 
starting up






•
 
there was a moment of silence before the organ started.










13.
 
cause or enable (someone or something) to begin doing or pursuing something




•
 
his father 
started

 him 
off

 in business




•
 
what he said started me thinking.










14.
 
give a signal to (competitors) to start in a race.




15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give a small jump or make a sudden jerking movement from surprise or alarm




•
 
“Oh my!” she said, starting.










16.
 


‹literary›

 move or appear suddenly




•
 
she had seen Meg start suddenly from a thicket.










17.
 
(of eyes) bulge so as to appear to burst out of their sockets




•
 
his eyes 
started out of

 his head like a hare's.










18.
 
be displaced or displace by pressure or shrinkage




•
 
the mortar in the joints had started.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rouse (game) from its lair.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the point in time or space at which something has its origin; the beginning of something




•
 
he takes over as chief executive at the start of next year




•
 
the event was a shambles from start to finish




•
 
his bicycle was found close to the start of a forest trail.










2.
 
the point or moment at which a race begins.




3.
 
an act of beginning to do or deal with something




•
 
I can 
make a start on

 cleaning up




•
 
an early start enabled us to avoid the traffic.










4.
 
used to indicate that a useful initial contribution has been made but that more remains to be done




•
 
if he would tell her who had put him up to it, it would be a start.










5.
 
a person's position or circumstances at the beginning of their life, especially a position of advantage




•
 
she's anxious to give her baby the best 
start in life

 .










6.
 
an advantage consisting in having set out in a race or on journey earlier than one's rivals or opponents




•
 
he would have a ninety-minute 
start on

 them.










7.
 
a sudden movement of surprise or alarm




•
 
she awoke 
with a start






•
 
the woman 
gave

 a nervous 
start

 .














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't start (or don't you start)








‹informal›

 used to tell someone not to grumble or criticize




•
 
don't start—I do my fair share.















2.
 
for a start








‹informal›

 used to introduce or emphasize the first or most important of a number of considerations




•
 
this side is at an advantage—for a start, there are more of them.















3.
 
get started






begin a task, endeavor, or process




•
 
for an art gallery owner, Naples was a good place to get started.















4.
 
get the start of








‹dated›

 gain an advantage over.









5.
 
start a family






conceive one's first child.









6.
 
start something








‹informal›

 cause trouble.









7.
 
to start with





a.
 
at the beginning of a series of events or period of time




•
 
she wasn't very keen on the idea to start with.










b.
 
as the first thing to be taken into account




•
 
to start with, I was feeling down.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
start again








(chiefly Brit.)

 another way of saying start over
 .









2.
 
start in





a.
 


‹informal›

 begin doing something, especially talking




•
 
people groan when she starts in about her acting ambitions.










b.
 
(
start in on

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 begin to do or deal with




•
 
you vacuum the stairs and I'll start in on the laundry.










c.
 
(
start in on

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 attack verbally; begin to criticize




•
 
before you start in on me, let me explain.















3.
 
start off (or start someone/something off)





a.
 
begin (or cause someone or something to begin) working, operating, or dealing with something




•
 
treatment should start off with attention to diet




•
 
what started you off on this search?










b.
 
(
start off

 )
 — begin a meal




•
 
she 
started off with

 soup.















4.
 
start on





a.
 
begin to work on or deal with




•
 
I'm starting on a new book.










b.
 


‹informal›

 begin to talk to someone, especially in a critical or hostile way




•
 
she started on about my not having nice furniture.















5.
 
start out (or up)






embark on a venture or undertaking, especially a commercial one




•
 
the company will start out with a hundred employees.















6.
 
start over






make a new beginning




•
 
could you face going back to school and starting over?





















– origin

 Old English 
styrtan

 ‘to caper, leap,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
storten

 ‘push’ and German 
stürzen

 ‘fall headlong, fling.’ From the sense ‘sudden movement’ arose the sense ‘initiation of movement, setting out on a journey’ and hence ‘beginning (of a process, etc).’





START

 
/stärt/






abbreviation




Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, an agreement between the US and the Soviet Union to limit and reduce strategic nuclear weapons, first signed in 1991.













starter

 
/ˈstärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person or thing that starts in a specified way




•
 
he was a 
late starter

 in photography




•
 
I'm just a 
slow starter

 .










2.
 
a person who gives the signal for the start of a race.




3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a horse, competitor, or player taking part in a race or game at the start




•
 
the trainer has confirmed Cool Ground as a definite starter.










4.
 


[Baseball]

 the pitcher who starts the game.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitcher who normally starts games, and seldom is used as a relief pitcher.




6.
 
a topic, question, or other item with which to start a group discussion or course of study




•
 
material to act as a 
starter for

 discussion.










7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something regarded as suitable for a person who is new to a particular activity, product, etc.




•
 
consumers upgrading from a regular mobile phone to a starter smartphone.










8.
 
an automatic device for starting a machine, especially the engine of a vehicle.




9.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the first course of a meal; an appetizer.




10.
 
(also 
starter culture

 )
 — a bacterial culture used to initiate souring in making yogurt, cheese, or butter.




11.
 
a preparation of chemicals to initiate the breakdown of vegetable matter in making compost.








II.
 
phrases





for starters








‹informal›

 first of all; to start with.

















starter home

 
/ˈstärdər hōm/






noun




a relatively small, economical house or condominium that meets the requirements of young people buying their first home.













starter kit

 
starter set
 , starter pack






noun




a set of articles or equipment providing the essential items and instructions for taking up a particular activity or process for the first time.













starter marriage






noun






‹informal›

 a short-lived first marriage between young adults, viewed as a form of preparation for a subsequent, more lasting one with different partners.













starting block

 
/ˈstärdiNG ˌbläk/






noun

 — (usu. 
starting blocks

 )


1.
 
a shaped rigid block for bracing the feet of a runner at the start of a race.













starting gate

 
/ˈstärdiNG ˌɡāt/






noun

 — (usu. 
the starting gate

 )


1.
 
a restraining structure incorporating a barrier that is raised at the start of a race, typically in horse racing and skiing, to ensure a simultaneous start.













starting pistol

 
/stärdiNG ˈpistl/






noun




a pistol used to give the signal for the start of a race.













startle

 
/ˈstärdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a person or animal) to feel sudden shock or alarm




•
 
a sudden sound in the doorway startled her




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he was startled to see a column of smoke.














II.
 
derivatives





startler






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
steartlian

 ‘kick, struggle,’ from the base of start
 . The early sense gave rise to ‘move quickly, caper’ (typically said of cattle), whence ‘(cause to) react with fear’ (late 16th cent).





startling

 
/ˈstärdliNG/





I.
 
adjective




very surprising, astonishing, or remarkable




•
 
he bore a startling likeness to their father




•
 
she had startling blue eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





startlingly

 
/ˈstärdliNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a startlingly good memory



























start-up

 
/ˈstär ˌdəp /

 
startup






noun



1.
 
the action or process of setting something in motion




•
 
the start-up of marketing in Europe




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
start-up costs.










2.
 
a newly established business




•
 
problems facing start-ups and small firms in rural areas.



















star turn

 
/ˈstär ˌtərn/






noun




the person or act that gives the most heralded or impressive performance in a program.













starvation

 
/ˌstärˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun




suffering or death caused by hunger




•
 
thousands died of starvation.



















starve

 
/stärv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) suffer severely or die from hunger




•
 
she left her animals to starve




•
 
seven million 
starved to death






•
 (as 
adj.

 
starving

 )
 
the world's starving children.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a person or animal) to suffer severely or die from hunger




•
 
for a while she had considered starving herself.










3.
 
(
be starving

 or 
starved

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 feel very hungry




•
 
I don't know about you, but I'm starving.










4.
 
(
starve someone out

 or 
into

 )
 — force someone out of a place or into a specified state by stopping supplies of food




•
 
the Royalists were starved out after eleven days




•
 
German U-boats hoping to starve Britain into submission.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be starved of

 or 
for

 )
 — deprive of something necessary




•
 
the arts are being starved of funds.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 be freezing cold




•
 
pull down that window for we are perfectly starving here.














II.
 
phrases





starve the beast

 

‹US›







limit or reduce government expenditures by cutting taxes




•
 
conservatives like to say their strategy of tax cuts all the time is designed to starve the beast.





















– origin

 Old English 
steorfan

 ‘to die,’ of Germanic origin, probably from a base meaning ‘be rigid’ (compare with stare
 ); related to Dutch 
sterven

 and German 
sterben

 .





starveling

 
/ˈstärvliNG /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




an undernourished or emaciated person or animal.








II.
 
adjective




(of a person or animal) lacking enough food; emaciated




•
 
a starveling child.



















starwort

 
/ˈstärwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




any of a number of plants with starlike flowers or leaves.

[
Stellaria

 (family 
Caryophyllaceae

 ), 
Callitriche

 (family 
Callitrichaceae

 ), and other genera: several species, including the 
lesser stitchwort

 (
S. graminea

 ).]













stash1


 
/staSH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
store (something) safely and secretly in a specified place




•
 
their wealth had been 
stashed away

 in Swiss banks.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a secret store of something




•
 
the man grudgingly handed over 
a stash of

 notes.










2.
 
a quantity of an illegal drug, especially one kept for personal use




•
 
one prisoner tried to swallow his stash.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a hiding place or hideout.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





stash2


 
/staSH/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a mustache.











– origin

 1940s: shortened form.





Stasi

 
/ˈstäzē/





I.
 
the internal security force of the former German Democratic Republic, abolished in 1989.







– origin

 German, from 
Sta(ats)si(cherheitsdienst

 ) ‘state security service.’





stasis

 
/ˈstāsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 a period or state of inactivity or equilibrium.




2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 
[Medicine]

 a stoppage of flow of a body fluid.




3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 civil strife.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek, literally ‘standing, stoppage,’ from 
sta-

 , base of 
histanai

 ‘to stand.’






-stasis





I.
 
combining form






[Physiology]

 slowing down; stopping




•
 
hemostasis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
stasis

 ‘standing, stoppage.’





stat1


 
/stat /

 

‹informal›







abbreviation



1.
 
photostat.




2.
 
statistic.




3.
 
statistics


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a stat sheet.










4.
 
thermostat.













stat2






I.
 
adverb




(in a medical direction or prescription) immediately.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation of Latin 
statim

 .





stat.






abbreviation



1.
 
(in prescriptions) immediately.

[from Latin 
statim

 .]




2.
 
statuary.




3.
 
statue.




4.
 
statute.














-stat





I.
 
combining form




denoting instruments, substances, etc., maintaining a controlled state




•
 
thermostat




•
 
hemostat.

















– origin

 partly from 
(helio)stat

 , partly a back-formation from static
 .





statant

 
/ˈstātnt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) standing with all four paws on the ground.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
stat-

 ‘fixed, stationary’ (from the verb 
stare

 ‘to stand’) + -ant
 .






state

 
/stāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the particular condition that someone or something is in at a specific time




•
 
the state of the company's finances




•
 
we're worried about her 
state of mind

 .










2.
 
a physical condition as regards internal or molecular form or structure




•
 
water in a liquid state.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
a state

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an agitated or anxious condition




•
 
don't 
get into a state

 .










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a dirty or untidy condition




•
 
look at the state of you—what a mess!










5.
 


[Physics]

 short for quantum state
 .




6.
 
a nation or territory considered as an organized political community under one government




•
 
Germany, Italy, and other European states.










7.
 
an organized political community or area forming part of a federal republic




•
 
the German state of Bavaria.










8.
 
(
the States

 )
 — informal term for United States
 .




9.
 
the civil government of a country




•
 
services provided by the state




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
state-run agency




•
 
King Fahd appointed a council to advise him on 
affairs of state

 .










10.
 
(
the States

 )
 — the legislative body in Jersey, Guernsey, and Alderney.




11.
 
pomp and ceremony associated with monarchy or high levels of government




•
 
he was buried 
in state

 .










12.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — an impression taken from an etched or engraved plate at a particular stage.




13.
 
a particular printed version of the first edition of a book, distinguished from others by prepublication changes.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, provided by, or concerned with the civil government of a country




•
 
the future of state education




•
 
a state secret.










2.
 
used or done on ceremonial occasions; involving the ceremony associated with a head of state




•
 
a state visit to Hungary by Queen Elizabeth.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — express something definitely or clearly in speech or writing


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
the report stated that more than 51 percent of voters failed to participate




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Money hasn't changed me,” she stated firmly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
people will be invited to state their views.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Law]

 specify the facts of (a case) for consideration




•
 
judges must give both sides an equal opportunity to state their case.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 present or introduce (a theme or melody) in a composition.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
state of affairs (or things)






a situation or set of circumstances




•
 
the survey revealed a sorry state of affairs in schools.















2.
 
state of the art





a.
 
the most recent stage in the development of a product, incorporating the newest ideas and the most up-to-date features.




b.
 
(as 
adj.

 
state-of-the-art

 )
 — incorporating the newest ideas and the most up-to-date features




•
 
a new state-of-the-art hospital.















3.
 
state of emergency






a situation of national danger or disaster in which a government suspends normal constitutional procedures in order to regain control




•
 
the government has declared a state of emergency.















4.
 
state of grace






a condition of being free from sin.









5.
 
state of life






(in religious contexts) a person's occupation, calling, or status.









6.
 
state of war






a situation when war has been declared or is in progress.












V.
 
derivatives





statable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): partly a shortening of estate
 , partly from Latin 
status

 ‘manner of standing, condition’ (see status
 ). The current verb senses date from the mid 17th cent.





state capitalism

 
/stāt ˈkapədlˌizəm/






noun




a political system in which the state has control of production and the use of capital.













State College






a borough in central Pennsylvania, in the Nittany Valley, home to Pennsylvania State University; pop. 39,419 (est. 2008).









statecraft

 
/ˈstātˌkraft/






noun




the skillful management of state affairs; statesmanship




•
 
issues of statecraft require great deliberation.



















stated

 
/ˈstādəd/






adjective




clearly expressed or identified; specified




•
 
the stated aim of the program




•
 
do not exceed the stated dose.



















State Department






the department in the US government dealing with foreign affairs.









statehood

 
/ˈstātˌho͝od/






noun



1.
 
the status of being a recognized independent nation




•
 
the transition from late colonialism to political statehood.










2.
 
the status of being a state of the US




•
 
a proposed referendum on statehood for Puerto Rico.



















state house

 
/ˈstāt ˌhous /

 
statehouse






noun




the building where a state legislature meets.













stateless

 
/ˈstātləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not recognized as a citizen of any country.








II.
 
derivatives





statelessness

 
/ˈstātlisnis /






noun





















statelet

 
/ˈstātlit/






noun




a small state, especially one that is closely affiliated with or has emerged from the breakup of a larger state.













stately

 
/ˈstātlē/





I.
 
adjective




having a dignified, unhurried, and grand manner; majestic in manner and appearance




•
 
a stately procession




•
 
his tall and stately wife.














II.
 
derivatives





stateliness

 
/ˈstātlēnəs /






noun





















stately home

 
/ˌstātlē ˈhōm/






noun






(Brit.)

 a large and fine house that is occupied or was formerly occupied by an aristocratic family.













state machine






noun






[Electronics]

 a device that can be in one of a set number of stable conditions depending on its previous condition and on the present values of its inputs.













statement

 
/ˈstātmənt/






noun



1.
 
a definite or clear expression of something in speech or writing




•
 
do you agree with this statement?




•
 
this is correct as a 
statement of fact

 .










2.
 
an official account of facts, views, or plans, especially one for release to the media




•
 
the officials issued a joint statement calling for negotiations.










3.
 
a formal account of events given by a witness, defendant, or other party to the police or in a court of law




•
 
she 
made a statement

 to the police.










4.
 
an expression of an attitude or belief that is made by means of actions or appearance




•
 
the hope is that they will fill the stands and terraces to 
make a statement

 about the importance of this club




•
 
a tattoo can be more than just a 
fashion statement

 –it has potential medical value.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something, such as a visually striking piece of jewelry, clothing, or interior decoration, that is intended to convey a particular attitude or image




•
 
pure white walls and floors allow her statement furniture to take center stage




•
 
she accessorized with a dazzling orange scarf and a statement necklace.










6.
 
a document setting out items of debit and credit between a bank or other organization and a customer.




7.
 
the expression of an idea or opinion through something other than words




•
 
their humorous kitschiness makes a statement of serious wealth.










8.
 


[Music]

 the occurrence of a musical idea or motive within a composition




•
 
a carefully structured musical and dramatic progression from the first statement of this theme.



















statement of affairs






noun






[Finance]

 a legal document listing the assets and liabilities of a company or individual, typically produced when declaring bankruptcy




•
 
he provided a statement of affairs showing that he had a negative net worth of $170,000.



















Staten Island

 
/ˌstatn ˈīlənd/





I.
 
an island borough of New York City, in the southwestern part of the city; pop. 443,728 (2000).







– origin

 named after the 
Staten

 or States General of the Netherlands.






State of the Union






noun




a yearly address delivered each January by the president of the US to Congress, giving the administration's view of the state of the nation and plans for legislation




•
 
she will be attending the State of the Union as the guest of the first lady




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the 
State of the Union address

 .



















state-owned

 
/ˌstātˈōnd/






adjective




belonging to, funded by, and controlled by the government




•
 
state-owned energy companies.



















stater

 
/ˈstādər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an ancient Greek gold or silver coin.











– origin

 via late Latin from Greek 
statēr

 , from a base meaning ‘weigh.’





stateroom

 
/ˈstātˌro͞om ˈstātˌro͝om/






noun



1.
 
a private compartment on a ship.




2.
 
a captain's or superior officer's room on a ship.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a private compartment on a train.




4.
 
a large room in a palace or public building, for use on formal occasions.













state's attorney






noun






(US)

 a lawyer representing a state in court.













state school






noun



1.
 
another term for state university
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a school that is funded and controlled by the government and for which no fees are charged.













state secret






noun



1.
 
a sensitive issue or piece of information that is kept secret by the government, usually to protect the public.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 a piece of information, usually of a trivial or personal nature, that is closely guarded and desired to be kept private




•
 
she thought her affair with the boss was a state secret, but we all giggled about it behind her back.



















state's evidence

 
/ˌstāts ˈevədəns/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 evidence for the prosecution given by a participant in or accomplice to the crime being tried.








II.
 
phrases





turn state's evidence








[Law]

 give evidence for the prosecution




•
 
persuading one-time gang members to turn state's evidence.























States-General

 
/ˌstātsˈjen(ə)rəl/






noun



1.
 
the bicameral legislative body in the Netherlands.




2.
 
(also 
Estates General

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the legislative body in France until 1789, representing the three estates of the realm (i.e., the clergy, the nobility, and the commons).













stateside

 
/ˈstātˌsīd/






adjective, adverb






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of, in, or toward the US (used in reference to the US from elsewhere or from the geographically separate states of Alaska and Hawaii)


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
stateside police departments




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they were headed stateside.




















statesman

 
/ˈstātsmən/





I.
 
noun




a skilled, experienced, and respected political leader or figure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
statesmanlike

 
/ˈstātsmənˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
statesmanship

 
/ˈstātsmənˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
state's man

 , translating French 
homme d'état

 .





state socialism

 
/stāt ˈsōSHəˌlizəm/






noun




a political system in which the state has control of industries and services.













statesperson

 
/ˈstātsˌpərsən/






noun




a statesman or stateswoman (used as a neutral alternative).













states' rights






plural noun




the rights and powers held by individual US states rather than by the federal government.













States' Rights Democratic Party






a political party formed in 1948 advocating states' rights and opposing the presidential candidacy of Harry S Truman.









stateswoman

 
/ˈstātsˌwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun




a skilled, experienced, and respected female political leader or figure.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from 
state's woman

 , after statesman
 .






state university

 
/stāt ˌyo͞onəˈvərsədē/






noun




a university managed by the public authorities of a particular US state.













state vector






noun






[Physics]

 a vector in a space whose dimensions correspond to all the independent wave functions of a system, the instantaneous value of the vector conveying all possible information about the state of the system at that instant.













state visit






noun




a ceremonial visit to a foreign country by a head of state.













statewide

 
/ˈstātwīd/






adjective, adverb




extending throughout a particular US state


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a statewide health system




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
two stations will broadcast the final statewide.




















static

 
/ˈstadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking in movement, action, or change, especially in a way viewed as undesirable or uninteresting




•
 
demand has grown in what was a fairly static market




•
 
the whole ballet appeared too static.










2.
 


[Computing]

 (of a process or variable) not able to be changed during a set period, for example, while a program is running.




3.
 


[Physics]

 concerned with bodies at rest or forces in equilibrium.

Often contrasted with dynamic
 .




4.
 
(of an electric charge) having gathered on or in an object that cannot conduct a current.




5.
 
acting as weight but not moving.




6.
 
of statics.




7.
 


[Computing]

 (of a memory or store) not needing to be periodically refreshed by an applied voltage.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
crackling or hissing noises on a telephone, radio, or other telecommunications system.




2.
 
short for static electricity
 .




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 angry or critical talk or behavior




•
 
the reception was going sour, breaking up into static.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
statically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
staticky

 
/-ikē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the science of weight and its effects): via modern Latin from Greek 
statikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘science of weighing’; the adjective from modern Latin 
staticus

 , from Greek 
statikos

 ‘causing to stand,’ from the verb 
histanai

 . Sense 1 of the adjective dates from the mid 19th cent.





-static






combining form




in adjectives corresponding to nouns ending in 
-stasis

 (such as 
hemostatic

 corresponding to 
hemostasis

 ).













static cling






noun




the adhering of a garment to the wearer's body or to another garment, caused by a buildup of static electricity.













statice

 
/ˈstadəsē/





I.
 
noun




another term for sea lavender
 , esp. when cultivated as a garden plant.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
statice

 (former genus name), based on Greek, feminine of 
statikos

 ‘causing to stand still’ (with reference to medicinal use of the plant to stanch blood).






static electricity






noun




a stationary electric charge, typically produced by friction, that causes sparks or crackling or the attraction of dust or hair.













static line






noun




a length of cord used instead of a ripcord for opening a parachute, attached at one end to the aircraft and temporarily snapped to the parachute at the other.













static pressure






noun






[Physics]

 the pressure of a fluid on a body when the body is at rest relative to the fluid.














statics

 
/ˈstadiks/






plural noun



1.
 
[usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the branch of mechanics concerned with bodies at rest and forces in equilibrium.

Compare with dynamics
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
another term for static
 .













statin

 
/ˈstatn/






noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of drugs that act to reduce levels of fats, including triglycerides and cholesterol, in the blood.














station

 
/ˈstāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a regular stopping place on a public transportation route, especially one on a railroad line with a platform and often one or more buildings.




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a place or building where a specified activity or service is based




•
 
a research station in the rain forest




•
 
coastal radar stations.










3.
 
a small military base, especially of a specified kind




•
 
a naval station.










4.
 
a police station.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a subsidiary post office.




6.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 a large sheep or cattle farm.




7.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a company involved in broadcasting of a specified kind




•
 
a radio station.










8.
 
the place where someone or something stands or is placed on military or other duty




•
 
the lookout resumed his station in the bow.










9.
 


‹dated›

 one's social rank or position




•
 
Karen was getting ideas 
above her station

 .










10.
 


[Botany]

 a site at which a particular species, especially an interesting or rare one, grows or is found.




11.
 
short for Stations of the Cross
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put in or assign to a specified place for a particular purpose, especially a military one




•
 
troops 
were stationed in

 the town




•
 
a young girl had 
stationed herself by

 the door.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): via Old French from Latin 
statio(n-)

 , from 
stare

 ‘to stand.’ Early use referred generally to ‘position,’ especially ‘position in life, status,’ and specifically, in ecclesiastical use, to ‘a holy place of pilgrimage (visited as one of a succession).’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent.






stationary

 
/ˈstāSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not moving or not intended to be moved




•
 
a car collided with a stationary vehicle.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a planet) having no apparent motion in longitude.




3.
 
not changing in quantity or condition




•
 
a stationary population.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
stationarius

 (originally in the sense ‘belonging to a military station’), from 
station-

 ‘standing’ (see station
 ). / 
usage:

 The words 
stationary

 and 
stationery

 are often confused. 
Stationary

 is an adjective that means ‘not moving or not intended to be moved,’ as in his car collided with a stationary vehicle, whereas 
stationery

 is a noun that means ‘writing and other office materials,’ as in I wrote to my father on the hotel stationery.





stationary bicycle

 
stationary bike






noun




an exercise bike.













stationary engine






noun




an engine that remains in a fixed position, especially one that drives generators or other machinery in a building.













stationary state






noun




an unvarying condition in a physical process.













stationary wave






noun






[Physics]

 another term for standing wave
 .













station bill






noun




a list showing the prescribed stations of a ship's crew in specified emergencies.













station break

 
/ˈstāSHən ˌbrāk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pause between broadcast programs for an announcement of the identity of the station transmitting them, typically also containing commercials.













stationer

 
/ˈstāSH(ə)nər/





I.
 
noun




a person or store selling paper, pens, and other writing and office materials.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bookseller’): from medieval Latin 
stationarius

 ‘tradesman (at a fixed location, i.e., not itinerant).’ Compare with stationary
 .





stationery

 
/ˈstāSHəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
writing paper, especially with matching envelopes.




2.
 
writing and other office materials.











usage:

 See usage at stationary
 .





station house

 
/ˈstāSHən houz/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a police or fire station.













stationkeeping

 
/ˈstāSH(ə)nˌkēpiNG/






noun




the maintenance of a ship's proper position relative to others in a fleet.













stationmaster

 
/ˈstāSHənˌmastər/






noun




an official in charge of a railroad station.














Stations of the Cross






plural noun




a series of fourteen pictures or carvings representing successive incidents during Jesus' progress from his condemnation by Pilate to his crucifixion and burial, before which devotions are performed in some churches.














station wagon

 
/ˈstāSHən ˌwaɡən/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a car with a longer body than usual, incorporating a large carrying area behind the seats and having an extra door at the rear for easy loading.













statism

 
/ˈstādˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




a political system in which the state has substantial centralized control over social and economic affairs




•
 
the rise of authoritarian statism.














II.
 
derivatives





statist






noun, adjective





















statistic

 
/stəˈtistik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fact or piece of data from a study of a large quantity of numerical data




•
 
the statistics show that the crime rate has increased.










2.
 
an event or person regarded as no more than a piece of data (used to suggest an inappropriately impersonal approach)




•
 
he was just another statistic.














II.
 
adjective




another term for statistical
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
statistisch

 (adjective), 
Statistik

 (noun).






statistical

 
/stəˈtistək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the use of statistics




•
 
a statistical comparison.














II.
 
derivatives





statistically

 
/stəˈtistək(ə)lē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
these differences were not statistically significant



























statistical inference






noun




the theory, methods, and practice of forming judgments about the parameters of a population and the reliability of statistical relationships, typically on the basis of random sampling.













statistical mechanics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the description of physical phenomena in terms of a statistical treatment of the behavior of large numbers of atoms or molecules, especially with regard to the distribution of energy among them.













statistical physics






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a branch of physics concerned with large numbers of particles to which statistics can be applied.













statistical tables






plural noun




the values of the cumulative distribution functions, probability functions, or probability density functions of certain common distributions presented as reference tables for different values of their parameters.













statistician

 
/ˌstadəˈstiSHən/






noun




an expert in the preparation and analysis of statistics.














statistics

 
/stəˈtistiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the practice or science of collecting and analyzing numerical data in large quantities, especially for the purpose of inferring proportions in a whole from those in a representative sample.













Statius, Publius Papinius

 
/ˈstāSH(ē)əs/






(
c.

 
AD

 45–96), Roman poet. He is best known for the 
Silvae

 , a miscellany of poems addressed to friends, and for the 
Thebais

 , an epic concerning the bloody quarrel between the sons of Oedipus.










stative

 
/ˈstādiv /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
adjective




(of a verb) expressing a state or condition rather than an activity or event, such as 
be

 or 
know

 , as opposed to 
run

 or 
grow

 .

Contrasted with dynamic
 .








II.
 
noun




a stative verb.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
stativus

 , from 
stat-

 ‘stopped, standing,’ from the verb 
stare

 .





stato-





I.
 
combining form




relating to statics




•
 
statocyst.

















– origin

 from Greek 
statos

 ‘standing.’





statoblast

 
/ˈstadəˌblast/






noun






[Zoology]

 (in bryozoans) a resistant reproductive body produced asexually.














statocyst

 
/ˈstadəˌsist/






noun






[Zoology]

 a small organ of balance and orientation in some aquatic invertebrates, consisting of a sensory vesicle or cell containing statoliths.

Also called otocyst
 .













statolith

 
/ˈstadəˌliTH/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a calcareous particle in the statocysts of invertebrates that stimulates sensory receptors in response to gravity, so enabling balance and orientation.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for otolith
 .













stator

 
/ˈstādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the stationary portion of an electric generator or motor, especially of an induction motor.




2.
 
a row of small stationary airfoils attached to the casing of an axial-flow turbine, positioned between the rotors.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from stationary
 , on the pattern of 
rotor

 .





statoscope

 
/ˈstadəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a form of aneroid barometer for measuring minute variations of pressure, used especially to indicate the altitude of an aircraft.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
statos

 ‘standing’ + -scope
 .





stats

 
/stats/






plural noun






‹informal›

 short for statistics
 .













statuary

 
/ˈstaCHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sculpture consisting of statues; statues regarded collectively




•
 
fragments of broken statuary




•
 
classical statuary.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the art or practice of making statues.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a sculptor.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
statuarius

 , from 
statua

 (see statue
 ).






statue

 
/ˈstaCHo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a carved or cast figure of a person or animal, especially one that is life-size or larger.








II.
 
derivatives





statued

 
/ˈstaCHo͞od /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
statua

 , from 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





Statue of Liberty






a statue at the entrance to New York Harbor, a symbol of welcome to immigrants, representing a draped female figure carrying a book of laws in her left hand and holding aloft a torch in her right. Dedicated in 1886, it was designed by Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi and was the gift of the French, commemorating the alliance of France and the US during the American Revolution.









Statue of Liberty play






noun






[Football]

 a trick play in which a ballcarrier takes the ball from the quarterback, who is poised as if to make a forward pass.













statuesque

 
/ˌstaCHəˈwesk/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a woman) attractively tall and dignified




•
 
her statuesque beauty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
statuesquely






adverb













2.
 
statuesqueness






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from statue
 , on the pattern of 
picturesque

 .





statuette

 
/ˌstaCHəˈwet/





I.
 
noun




a small statue or figurine, especially one that is smaller than life-size.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
statue

 .





stature

 
/ˈstaCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's natural height




•
 
a man of short stature




•
 
she was small in stature.










2.
 
importance or reputation gained by ability or achievement




•
 
an architect of international stature.














II.
 
derivatives





statured






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a short-statured fourteen-year-old

























– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
statura

 , from 
stare

 ‘to stand.’ The sense ‘importance’ dates from the mid 19th cent.






status

 
/ˈstādəs ˈstadəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the relative social, professional, or other standing of someone or something




•
 
an improvement in the status of women.










2.
 
high rank or social standing




•
 
those who enjoy wealth and status.










3.
 
the official classification given to a person, country, or organization, determining their rights or responsibilities




•
 
the duchy had been elevated to the status of a principality.










4.
 
the position of affairs at a particular time, especially in political or commercial contexts




•
 
an update on the status of the bill.










5.
 
a posting on a social networking website that indicates a user's current situation, state of mind, or opinion about something




•
 
when I updated my status on Facebook yesterday I said I was 'seeking a sense of purpose'




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
I noticed that there were some interesting 
status updates

 from some of my local friends.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a legal term meaning ‘legal standing’): from Latin, literally ‘standing,’ from 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





status asthmaticus

 
/ˈstātəs azˈmatikəs, ˈstatəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a severe condition in which asthma attacks follow one another without pause.











– origin

 modern Latin.





status bar






noun






[Computing]

 a horizontal bar, typically at the bottom of the screen or window, showing information about a document being edited or a program running.













status epilepticus

 
/ˈstātəs ˌepəˈleptikəs, ˈstatəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a dangerous condition in which epileptic seizures follow one another without recovery of consciousness between them.











– origin

 modern Latin.





status quo

 
/ˌstādəs ˈkwō/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the status quo

 )


1.
 
the existing state of affairs, especially regarding social or political issues




•
 
they have a vested interest in maintaining the status quo.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘the state in which.’





status quo ante

 
/ˈstātəs kwō ˈantē, statəs/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the status quo rate

 )


1.
 
the previously existing state of affairs.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘the state in which before.’





status symbol






noun




a possession that is taken to indicate a person's wealth or high social or professional status.













statute

 
/ˈstaCHo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written law passed by a legislative body




•
 
violation of the hate crimes statute




•
 
the tax is not specifically disallowed 
by statute

 .










2.
 
a rule of an organization or institution




•
 
the appointment will be subject to the statutes of the university.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (in biblical use) a law or decree made by a sovereign, or by God.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
statut

 , from late Latin 
statutum

 , neuter past participle of Latin 
statuere

 ‘set up,’ from 
status

 ‘standing’ (see status
 ).





statute book

 
/ˈstaCHo͞ot bo͝ok/






noun




a book in which laws are written.














statute law

 
/ˈstaCHo͞ot lô/






noun




the body of principles and rules of law laid down in statutes.

Compare with common law
 , case law
 .














statute of limitations

 
/ˈstaCHo͞ot əv ˌliməˈtāSHənz/






noun






[Law]

 a statute prescribing a period of limitation for the bringing of certain kinds of legal action.













statutes at large






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a country's statutes in their original version, regardless of later modifications.













statutory

 
/ˈstaCHəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
required, permitted, or enacted by statute




•
 
the courts did award statutory damages to each of the plaintiffs.










2.
 
(of a criminal offense) carrying a penalty prescribed by statute




•
 
statutory theft.














II.
 
derivatives





statutorily

 
/-ˌtôrəlē /






adverb





















statutory instrument






noun






[Law]

 a government or executive order of subordinate legislation.













statutory rape

 
/ˈstaCHəˌtôrē rāp/






noun






[Law]

 (in some jurisdictions) sexual intercourse with a minor.













Staubach, Roger

 
/ˈstôˌbäk, ˈstou-, -ˌbak/






(1942–), US football player; full name 
Roger Thomas Staubach

 . A quarterback for the Dallas Cowboys 1969–79, he led them to Super Bowl wins in 1972 and 1978. He was one of the NFL's dominant passers. Football Hall of Fame (1985).










staunch1


 
/stôn(t)SH stän(t)SH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
loyal and committed in attitude




•
 
a staunch supporter of the antinuclear lobby




•
 
a staunch Catholic.










2.
 
(of a wall) of strong or firm construction.




3.
 
(also 
stanch

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of a ship) watertight.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
staunchly

 
/ˈstônCHlē ˈstänCHlē /






adverb













2.
 
staunchness

 
/ˈstônCHnəs ˈstänCHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘watertight’): from Old French 
estanche

 , feminine of 
estanc

 , from a Romance base meaning ‘dried up, weary.’ Sense 1 dates from the early 17th cent.





staunch2


 
/stôn(t)SH stän(t)SH/






verb




variant spelling of stanch
 1
 .













Staunton

 
/ˈstan(t)n/






a city in north central Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley; pop. 23,967 (est. 2008).









staurolite

 
/ˈstôrəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a brown glassy mineral that occurs as hexagonal prisms often twinned in the shape of a cross. It consists of a silicate of aluminum and iron.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
stauros

 ‘cross’ + -lite
 .






stave

 
/stāv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vertical wooden post or plank in a building or other structure.




2.
 
any of the lengths of wood attached side by side to make a barrel, bucket, or other container.




3.
 
a strong wooden stick or iron pole used as a weapon.




4.
 


[Music]

 another term for staff
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun).




5.
 
a verse or stanza of a poem.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
past

 and 
past participle

 staved or stove ) (
stave something in

 )
 — break something by forcing it inward or piercing it roughly




•
 
the door was staved in.










2.
 
(
past

 and 
past participle

 staved) (
stave something off

 )
 — avert or delay something bad or dangerous




•
 
a reassuring presence can stave off a panic attack.

















– origin

 Middle English: back-formation from 
staves

 . Current senses of the verb date from the early 17th cent.





stave church






noun




a church of a type built in Norway from the 11th to the 13th century, the walls of which were constructed of upright planks or staves.













stavesacre

 
/ˈstāvzˌākər/





I.
 
noun




a southern European larkspur whose seeds were formerly used as an insecticide.

[
Delphinium staphisagria

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
staphis agria

 ‘wild raisin.’






Stavropol

 
/ˈstävrəpəl, stavˈrōpəl/





I.
 
an administrative territory in southern Russia, in the northern Caucasus.




II.
 
the capital city of Stavropol; pop. 363,700 (est. 2008).




III.
 
former name (until 1964) for Togliatti
 .










stay1


 
/stā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain in the same place




•
 
you stay here and I'll be back soon




•
 
Jenny decided to stay at home with their young child




•
 
he stayed with the firm as a consultant.










2.
 
(
stay for/to

 )
 — delay leaving so as to join in (an activity)




•
 
why not stay for lunch?










3.
 
(
stay down

 )
 — (of food) remain in the stomach, rather than be thrown up as vomit.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain in a specified state or position




•
 
her ability to stay calm




•
 
tactics used to stay in power




•
 
I managed to stay out of trouble.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) live somewhere temporarily as a visitor or guest




•
 
the girls had gone to stay with friends




•
 
Minton invited him to 
stay the night

 .










6.
 


(Scottish)

 
(S. African)

 live permanently




•
 
where do you stay?










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stop, delay, or prevent (something), in particular suspend or postpone (judicial proceedings) or refrain from pressing (charges).




8.
 
assuage (hunger) for a short time




•
 
I grabbed something to stay the pangs of hunger.










9.
 


‹literary›

 curb; check




•
 
he tries to stay the destructive course of barbarism.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 wait a moment in order to allow someone time to think or speak




•
 
stay, stand apart, I know not which is which.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 support or prop up.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of staying somewhere, in particular of living somewhere temporarily as a visitor or guest




•
 
an overnight stay at a luxury hotel.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a curb or check




•
 
there is likely to be a good public library as a stay against boredom.










3.
 


[Law]

 a suspension or postponement of judicial proceedings




•
 
a stay of prosecution.










4.
 
a device used as a brace or support.




5.
 
(
stays

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a corset made of two pieces laced together and stiffened by strips of whalebone.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 power of endurance.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be here (or have come) to stay








‹informal›

 be permanent or widely accepted




•
 
the Internet is here to stay.















2.
 
stay the course (or distance)





a.
 
keep going strongly to the end of a race or contest.




b.
 
pursue a difficult task or activity to the end.









3.
 
a stay of execution






a delay in carrying out a court order.









4.
 
stay put






(of a person or object) remain somewhere without moving or being moved.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
stay on






continue to study, work, or be somewhere after others have left




•
 
75 percent of sixteen-year-olds stay on in full-time education.















2.
 
stay over






(of a guest or visitor) sleep somewhere, especially at someone's home, for the night.









3.
 
stay up






not go to bed




•
 
they stayed up all night.















4.
 
stay with





a.
 
remain in the mind or memory of (someone)




•
 
Gary's words stayed with her all evening.










b.
 
continue or persevere with (an activity or task)




•
 
the incentive needed to stay with a healthy diet.










c.
 
(of a competitor or player) keep up with (another) during a race or match.















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Anglo-Norman French 
estai-

 , stem of Old French 
ester

 , from Latin 
stare

 ‘to stand’; in the sense ‘support’ (
sense

 5 
of the

 verb and 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun), partly from Old French 
estaye

 (noun), 
estayer

 (verb), of Germanic origin.






stay2


 
/stā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large rope, wire, or rod used to support a ship's mast, leading from the masthead to another mast or spar or down to the deck.




2.
 
a guy or rope supporting a flagpole or other upright pole.




3.
 
a supporting wire or cable on an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure or steady (a mast) by means of stays.








III.
 
phrases





be in stays






(of a sailing ship) be head to the wind while tacking.















– origin

 Old English 
stæg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stag

 , from a base meaning ‘be firm.’





stay-at-home

 
/ˈstā ət ˌhōm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
preferring to be at home rather than to travel, socialize, or go out to work




•
 
a stay-at-home family man.














II.
 
noun




a person who stays at home.













staycation

 
/ˌstāˈkāSHn/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a vacation spent in one's home country rather than abroad, or one spent at home and involving day trips to local attractions.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of stay
 1
 and vacation
 .





stayer

 
/ˈstāər/






noun



1.
 
a tenacious person or thing, especially a horse able to hold out to the end of a race.




2.
 
a person who lives somewhere temporarily as a visitor or guest.













staying power

 
/stāiNG ˈpou(ə)r/






noun






‹informal›

 the ability to maintain an activity or commitment despite fatigue or difficulty; stamina




•
 
do you have the staying power to study alone at home?



















stay-in strike






noun






(Brit.)

 a sit-down strike.













Stayman

 
/ˈstāmən /

 
Stayman Winesap






noun




an apple of a deep red variety with a mildly tart flavor, originating in the US.













staysail

 
/ˈstāsəl ˈstāˌsāl/






noun




a triangular fore-and-aft sail extended on a stay.













stay stitching

 
/stā stiCHiNG/





I.
 
noun




stitching placed along a bias or curved seam to prevent the fabric of a garment from stretching while the garment is being made.








II.
 
derivatives





stay stitch






verb





















stbd.






abbreviation




starboard.













STD

 
/ˌes ˌtē ˈdē/





I.
 
noun




a sexually transmitted disease.








II.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Doctor of Sacred Theology.

[from Latin 
Sanctae Theologiae Doctor

 .]




2.
 


(Brit.)

 subscriber trunk dialing.













std.






abbreviation




standard.













Ste.





I.
 
abbreviation




Saint (referring to a woman).











– origin

 from French 
Sainte

 .






stead

 
/sted/





I.
 
noun




the place or role that someone or something should have or fill (used in referring to a substitute)




•
 
you wish to have him superseded and to be appointed 
in his stead

 .














II.
 
phrases





stand someone in good stead






be advantageous or useful to someone over time or in the future




•
 
his early training stood him in good stead.





















– origin

 Old English 
stede

 ‘place,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stad

 ‘town,’ German 
Statt

 ‘place,’ 
Stadt

 ‘town,’ from an Indo-European root shared by the verb stand
 .





steadfast

 
/ˈstedˌfast/





I.
 
adjective




resolutely or dutifully firm and unwavering




•
 
steadfast loyalty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
steadfastly

 
/ˈstedˌfastlē /






adverb













2.
 
steadfastness

 
/ˈstedˌfastnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stedefæst

 ‘standing firm’ (see stead
 , fast
 1
 ).





Steadicam

 
/ˈstedēˌkam/






noun






‹trademark›

 a lightweight mounting for a movie camera that keeps it steady for filming when handheld or moving.













steading

 
/ˈstediNG/






noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a farm and its buildings; a farmstead.













steady

 
/ˈstedē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
firmly fixed, supported, or balanced; not shaking or moving




•
 
the lighter the camera, the harder it is to hold steady




•
 
he refilled her glass with a steady hand.










2.
 
not faltering or wavering; controlled




•
 
a steady gaze




•
 
she tried to keep her voice steady.










3.
 
(of a person) sensible, reliable, and self-restrained




•
 
a solid, steady young man.










4.
 
regular, even, and continuous in development, frequency, or intensity




•
 
a steady decline in the national birth rate




•
 
sales remain steady.










5.
 
not changing; regular and established




•
 
I thought I'd better get a steady job




•
 
a steady boyfriend.










6.
 
(of a ship) moving without deviation from its course.








II.
 
verb




make or become steady


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I took a deep breath to steady my nerves




•
 (as 
adj.

 
steadying

 )
 
she's the one steadying influence in his life




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
by the beginning of May prices had steadied.














III.
 
exclamation




used as a warning to someone to keep calm or take care




•
 
Steady now! We don't want you hurting yourself.














IV.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's regular boyfriend or girlfriend




•
 
his steady chucked him two weeks ago.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
go steady








‹informal›

 have a regular romantic or sexual relationship with a particular person.









2.
 
steady on!








(Brit.)

 used as a way of exhorting someone to calm down or be more reasonable in what they are saying or doing.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
steadier






noun













2.
 
steadily

 
/ˈstedəlē /






adverb













3.
 
steadiness

 
/ˈstedēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘unwavering, without deviation’): from stead
 + -y
 1
 . The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





steady-going

 
/ˌstedēˈɡōiNG/






adjective




(of a person) moderate and sensible in behavior; levelheaded.













steady state






noun




an unvarying condition in a physical process, especially as in the theory that the universe is eternal and maintained by constant creation of matter.

The steady state theory postulates that the universe maintains a constant average density, with more matter continuously created to fill the void left by galaxies that are receding from one another. The theory has now largely been abandoned in favor of the Big Bang theory and an evolving universe.













steak

 
/stāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
high-quality beef taken from the hindquarters of the animal, typically cut into thick slices that are cooked by broiling or frying




•
 
he liked his steak rare.










2.
 
a thick slice of beef or other high-quality meat or fish




•
 
a salmon steak.










3.
 
poorer-quality beef that is cubed or ground and cooked more slowly by braising or stewing.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
steik

 ; related to 
steikja

 ‘roast on a spit’ and 
stikna

 ‘be roasted.’





steak au poivre

 
/ō ˈpwävrə, ˈpwäv/





I.
 
noun




steak coated liberally with crushed peppercorns before cooking.











– origin

 French, literally ‘steak with pepper.’





steak Diane

 
/ˌstāk dīˈan/






noun




a dish consisting of thin slices of steak fried with seasonings, especially Worcestershire sauce.













steakhouse

 
/ˈstākˌhous/






noun




a restaurant that specializes in serving steaks.













steak knife

 
/stāk nīf/






noun




a knife with a serrated blade for use when eating steak.














steak tartare

 
/ˌstāk tä(r)ˈtär/






noun




a dish consisting of raw ground steak mixed with raw egg, onion, and seasonings.














steal

 
/stēl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (another person's property) without permission or legal right and without intending to return it




•
 
thieves stole her bicycle




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was found guilty of stealing from her employers




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stolen

 )
 
stolen goods.










2.
 
dishonestly pass off (another person's ideas) as one's own




•
 
accusations that one group had stolen ideas from the other were soon flying.










3.
 
take the opportunity to give or share (a kiss) when it is not expected or when people are not watching




•
 
he was allowed to steal a kiss in the darkness.










4.
 
(in various sports) gain (an advantage, a run, or possession of the ball) unexpectedly or by exploiting the temporary distraction of an opponent.




5.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a base runner) advance safely to (the next base) by running to it as the pitcher begins the delivery




•
 
Rickey stole third base.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move somewhere quietly or surreptitiously




•
 
he stole down to the kitchen




•
 


‹figurative›

 a delicious languor was stealing over her.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — direct (a look) quickly and unobtrusively




•
 
he stole a furtive glance at her.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a bargain




•
 
for $5 it was a steal.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an act of stealing something




•
 
New York's biggest art steal.










3.
 
an idea taken from another work.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 an act of stealing a base.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
steal someone blind






see blind
 .









2.
 
steal a march on






gain an advantage over (someone), typically by acting before they do




•
 
stores that open on Sunday are stealing a march on their competitors.















3.
 
steal someone's heart






win someone's love.









4.
 
steal the show






attract the most attention and praise.









5.
 
steal someone's thunder






win praise for oneself by preempting someone else's attempt to impress.

[from an exclamation by the English dramatist John Dennis (1657–1734), who invented a method of simulating the sound of thunder as a theatrical sound effect and used it in an unsuccessful play. Shortly after his play came to the end of its brief run he heard his new thunder effects used at a performance of Shakespeare's 
Macbeth

 , whereupon he is said to have exclaimed: “Damn them! They will not let my play run, but they steal my thunder!”]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stealable






adjective













2.
 
stealer

 
/ˈstēlər /






noun




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a sheep-stealer



















3.
 
stealing

 
/ˈstēliNG /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stelan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stelen

 and German 
stehlen

 .





stealth

 
/stelTH/





I.
 
noun




cautious and surreptitious action or movement




•
 
the silence and stealth of a hungry cat




•
 
why did you slip away 
by stealth

 like this?














II.
 
adjective




(chiefly of aircraft) designed in accordance with technology that makes detection by radar or sonar difficult




•
 
a stealth bomber.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘theft’): probably representing an Old English word related to steal
 , + -th
 2
 .





stealthy

 
/ˈstelTHē/





I.
 
adjective




behaving, done, or made in a cautious and surreptitious manner, so as not to be seen or heard




•
 
stealthy footsteps.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stealthily

 
/ˈstelTHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stealthiness

 
/ˈstelTHēnəs /






noun






















steam

 
/stēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the vapor into which water is converted when heated, forming a white mist of minute water droplets in the air.




2.
 
the invisible gaseous form of water, formed by boiling, from which vapor condenses.




3.
 
the expansive force of steam used as a source of power for machines




•
 
the equipment was originally powered by steam




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a steam train.










4.
 
locomotives and railroad systems powered by steam




•
 
the last years of steam.










5.
 
energy and momentum or impetus




•
 
the anticorruption drive 
gathered steam

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give off or produce steam




•
 
a mug of coffee was steaming at her elbow.










2.
 
(
steam up

 or 
steam something up

 )
 — become or cause to become covered or misted over with steam




•
 
the glass keeps steaming up




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the warm air had begun to steam up the windows.










3.
 
(often 
be/get steamed up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be or become extremely agitated or angry




•
 
you got all steamed up over nothing!




•
 
after steaming behind the closed door in his office, he came out and screamed at her.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cook (food) by heating it in steam from boiling water




•
 
steam the vegetables until just tender.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) cook by being heated in steam from boiling water




•
 
add the mussels and leave them to steam.










6.
 
clean or otherwise treat with steam




•
 
he steamed his shirts in the bathroom to remove the wrinkles.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 or 
adverbial

 ]
 — apply steam to (something fixed with adhesive) so as to open or loosen it




•
 
he'd steamed the letter open and then resealed it.










8.
 
operate (a steam locomotive).




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — (of a ship or train) travel somewhere under steam power




•
 
the 11:54 steamed into the station.










10.
 


‹informal›

 come, go, or move somewhere rapidly or in a forceful way




•
 
Jerry steamed in ten minutes late




•
 


‹figurative›

 the company has steamed ahead with its investment program.










11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
steam in

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 start or join a fight.




12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
steaming

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a gang of thieves) move rapidly through a public place, stealing things or robbing people on the way.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
pick up (or get up) steam





a.
 
generate enough pressure to drive a steam engine.




b.
 
(of a project in its early stages) gradually gain more impetus and driving force




•
 
his campaign steadily picked up steam.















2.
 
have steam coming out of one's ears








‹informal›

 be extremely angry or irritated.









3.
 
in steam






(of a steam locomotive) ready for work, with steam in the boiler.









4.
 
let (or blow) off steam








‹informal›

 (of a person) get rid of pent-up energy or strong emotion.









5.
 
run out of (or lose) steam








‹informal›

 lose impetus or enthusiasm




•
 
a rebellion that had run out of steam.















6.
 
under one's own steam






(with reference to travel) without assistance from others




•
 
we're going to have to get there under our own steam.















7.
 
under steam






(of a machine) being operated by steam.















– origin

 Old English 
stēam

 ‘vapor,’ 
stēman

 ‘emit a scent, be exhaled,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stoom

 ‘steam.’





steam age






noun




the time when trains were drawn by steam locomotives.













steam bath






noun



1.
 
a room that is filled with hot steam for the purpose of cleaning and refreshing the body and for relaxation.




2.
 
a session in a steam bath.













steam beer






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 an effervescent beer brewed chiefly in the western US.













steamboat

 
/ˈstēmˌbōt/






noun




a boat that is propelled by a steam engine, especially a paddle-wheel craft of a type used widely on rivers in the 19th century.













Steamboat Springs






a resort city in northwestern Colorado, a well-known skiing center; pop. 9,592 (est. 2008).










steam boiler






noun




a container such as that in a steam engine in which water is boiled to generate steam.













steam distillation






noun






[Chemistry]

 distillation of a liquid in a current of steam, used especially to purify liquids that are not very volatile and are immiscible with water.













steamed

 
/stēmd/






adjective



1.
 
having been cooked by steaming




•
 
a cornucopia of steamed dumplings.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 extremely angry




•
 
you're simply steamed about some editor's bad treatment of you.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely drunk




•
 
we went out and got steamed.



















steam engine

 
/ˈstēm ˌenjən/






noun



1.
 
an engine that uses the expansion or rapid condensation of steam to generate power.




2.
 
a steam locomotive.














steamer

 
/ˈstēmər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a ship, boat, or locomotive powered by steam.




2.
 
a type of saucepan in which food can be steamed.




3.
 
a device used to direct a jet of hot steam onto a garment in order to remove creases.




4.
 
(in full 
steamer clam

 )
 — another term for soft-shell clam
 .




5.
 


‹informal›

 a wetsuit.













steamer duck






noun




a sturdily built grayish duck that churns the water with its wings when fleeing danger, typically flightless and native to southern South America.

[Genus 
Tachyeres

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several species, including the flightless 
T. brachypterus

 of the Falkland Islands.]













steamer rug






noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 a lap robe, especially for use on board a passenger ship for keeping warm on deck.













steamer trunk






noun




a sturdy trunk designed or intended for use on board a steamship.













steam gauge

 
/stēm ɡāj/






noun




a pressure gauge attached to a steam boiler.













steam hammer






noun




a large steam-powered hammer used in forging.













steam heat





I.
 
noun




heat produced by steam, especially by a central heating system in a building or on a train or ship that uses steam.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
steam-heat

 )


1.
 
heat (something) by passing hot steam through it, especially at high pressure.













steaming

 
/ˈstēmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving off steam




•
 
a basin of steaming water.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very angry.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 extremely drunk.








II.
 
adverb

 — (as 
submodifier

 
steaming hot

 )


1.
 
extremely hot.













steam iron






noun




an electric iron that emits steam from holes in its flat surface.













steam jacket






noun




a steam-filled casing that is fitted around a cylinder in order to heat its contents.













steam organ






noun




a pipe organ that is driven by a steam engine and played by means of a keyboard or a system of punched cards.













steam power





I.
 
noun




power that is applied to an engine by the force of steam.








II.
 
derivatives





steam-powered






adjective





















steampunk

 
/ˈstēmˌpəNGk/






noun



1.
 
a genre of science fiction that has a historical setting and typically features steam-powered machinery rather than advanced technology




•
 
if you like steampunk, this is a great book for you




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
she seeks to rescue her kidnapped father in this steampunk adventure.










2.
 
a style of design and fashion that combines historical elements with anachronistic technological features inspired by science fiction




•
 
the essence of steampunk is homage to vintage fashion with a modern, sassy twist




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
steampunk costumes.



















steamroll

 
/ˈstēmrōl/






verb






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for steamroller
 .














steamroller

 
/ˈstēmˌrōlər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy, slow-moving vehicle with a roller, used to flatten the surfaces of roads during construction.




2.
 
an oppressive and relentless power or force




•
 
victims of an ideological steamroller.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a government or other authority) forcibly pass (a measure) by restricting debate or otherwise overriding opposition




•
 
they would have to work together to steamroller the necessary bills past the smaller parties.










2.
 
force (someone) into doing or accepting something




•
 
an attempt to 
steamroller

 the country 
into

 political reforms.



















steamship

 
/ˈstēmˌSHip/






noun




a ship that is propelled by a steam engine.













steam shovel

 
/ˈstēm ˌSHəvəl/






noun




an excavator that is powered by steam.













steam table






noun






(N. Amer.)

 (in a cafeteria or restaurant) a table with slots to hold food containers that are kept hot by steam circulating beneath them.













steamtight

 
/ˈstēmtīt/






adjective




not allowing steam to pass through




•
 
steamtight joints.



















steam train






noun




a train that is powered by a steam engine.













steam turbine






noun




a turbine in which a high-velocity jet of steam rotates a bladed disk or drum.













steamy

 
/ˈstēmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
producing, filled with, or clouded with steam




•
 
a small steamy kitchen.










2.
 
(of a place or its atmosphere) hot and humid




•
 
the hot, steamy jungle.










3.
 


‹informal›

 depicting or involving erotic sexual activity




•
 
steamy sex scenes




•
 
a steamy affair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
steamily

 
/-məlē /






adverb













2.
 
steaminess

 
/-mēnis /






noun





















stearic acid

 
/stēˌerik ˈasəd, ˌstirik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a solid saturated fatty acid obtained from animal or vegetable fats.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 (CH2
 )16
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





stearate

 
/ˈsti(ə)ˌrāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
stearic

 from French 
stéarique

 , from Greek 
stear

 ‘tallow.’





stearin

 
/ˈstirin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a white crystalline substance that is the main constituent of tallow and suet. It is a glyceryl ester of stearic acid.




2.
 
a mixture of fatty acids used in candlemaking.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
stéarine

 , from Greek 
stear

 ‘tallow.’






steatite

 
/ˈstēəˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




the mineral talc occurring in consolidated form, especially as soapstone.








II.
 
derivatives





steatitic

 
/ˌstēəˈtidik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
steatītēs

 , from 
stear

 , 
steat-

 ‘tallow.’





steato-





I.
 
combining form




relating to fatty matter or tissue




•
 
steatosis.

















– origin

 from Greek 
stear

 , 
steat-

 ‘tallow, fat.’





steatopygia

 
/ˌstēətəˈpijēə, stēˌatə-/





I.
 
noun




accumulation of large amounts of fat on the buttocks, especially as a normal condition in the Khoikhoi and other peoples of arid parts of southern Africa.








II.
 
derivatives





steatopygous

 
/ˌstēətəˈpīɡəs, ˌstēəˈtäpəɡəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stear

 , 
steat-

 ‘tallow’ + 
pugē

 ‘rump.’





steatorrhea

 
/ˌstēətəˈrēə, stēˌatə- /

 


‹Brit.›

 steatorrhoea






noun






[Medicine]

 the excretion of abnormal quantities of fat with the feces owing to reduced absorption of fat by the intestine.













steatosis

 
/ˌstēəˈtōsis/






noun






[Medicine]

 infiltration of liver cells with fat, associated with disturbance of the metabolism by, for example, alcoholism, malnutrition, pregnancy, or drug therapy.













steed

 
/stēd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a horse being ridden or available for riding.











– origin

 Old English 
stēda

 ‘stallion’; related to stud
 2
 .






steel

 
/stēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard, strong, gray or bluish-gray alloy of iron with carbon and usually other elements, used extensively as a structural and fabricating material.




2.
 
used as a symbol or embodiment of strength and firmness




•
 
nerves of steel




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a steel will.










3.
 
a rod of roughened steel on which knives are sharpened.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mentally prepare (oneself) to do or face something difficult




•
 
I speak quickly, 
steeling myself for

 a mean reply.

















– origin

 Old English 
stȳle

 , 
stēli

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
staal

 , German 
Stahl

 , also to stay
 2
 . The verb dates from the late 16th cent.





Steel, Danielle

 
/stēl/






(1947–), US writer, a prolific romance novelist. Her works include 
Changes

 (1983), 
Zoya

 (1988), 
The Ranch

 (1997), 
The Wedding

 (2000), and 
The House on Hope Street

 (2000).









steel band

 
/stēl band/






noun




a band that plays music on steel drums.













steel blue

 
/stēl blo͞o/






noun




a dark bluish-gray color.














steel drum






noun




a percussion instrument originating in Trinidad, made out of an oil drum with one end beaten down and divided by grooves into sections to give different notes.

Also called pan
 1
 (esp. by players).













Steele, Sir Richard

 
/stēl/






(1672–1729), Irish essayist and playwright. He founded and wrote for the 
Tatler

 (1709–11) and the 
Spectator

 (1711–12), both periodicals, the latter in collaboration with Joseph Addison. Both had an important influence on the manners, morals, and literature of the time.









steel engraving

 
/stēl inˈɡrāviNG enˈɡrāviNG/






noun



1.
 
the process or action of engraving a design into a steel plate.




2.
 
a print made from an engraved steel plate.













steel gray

 
/stēl ɡrā/






noun




a dark purplish-gray color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the steel-gray November sky.




















steelhead

 
/ˈstēlˌhed /

 
steelhead trout






noun




a rainbow trout of a large migratory variety.













steel-plated

 
/ˌstēlˈplādəd/






adjective




covered or reinforced with steel




•
 
a secure room with fitted steel-plated walls.



















steel wool

 
/stēl wo͝ol/






noun




fine strands of steel matted together into a mass, used as an abrasive.













steelwork

 
/ˈstēlwərk/






noun




articles of steel.













steelworks

 
/ˈstēlˌwərks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a factory where steel is manufactured.








II.
 
derivatives





steelworker

 
/ˈstēlˌwərkər /






noun





















steely

 
/ˈstēlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling steel in color, brightness, or strength




•
 
a steely blue.










2.
 
coldly determined; hard




•
 
there was a steely edge to his questions.














II.
 
derivatives





steeliness

 
/ˈstēlēnəs /






noun





















steelyard

 
/ˈstēlyärd/






noun




an apparatus for weighing that has a short arm taking the item to be weighed and a long graduated arm along which a weight is moved until it balances.













steenbok

 
/ˈstēnbäk /

 
steinbok
 , steenbuck





I.
 
noun




a small African antelope with large ears, a small tail, and smooth upright horns.

[
Raphiceros campestris

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dutch, from 
steen

 ‘stone’ + 
bok

 ‘buck.’






steep1


 
/stēp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a slope, flight of stairs, angle, ascent, etc.) rising or falling sharply; nearly perpendicular




•
 
she pushed the bike up the steep hill.










2.
 
(of a rise or fall in an amount) large or rapid




•
 
the steep rise in unemployment.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a price or demand) not reasonable; excessive




•
 
a steep membership fee.










4.
 


‹dated›

 (of a claim or account) exaggerated or incredible




•
 
this is a rather steep statement.














II.
 
noun






[chiefly Skiing]

 
‹literary›

 a steep mountain slope




•
 
hair-raising steeps.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
steepish






adjective













2.
 
steeply

 
/ˈstēplē /






adverb













3.
 
steepness

 
/ˈstēpnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stēap

 ‘extending to a great height’; related to steeple
 and stoop
 1
 .






steep2


 
/stēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
soak (food or tea) in water or other liquid so as to extract its flavor or to soften it




•
 
the chilies are steeped in olive oil




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the noodles should be left to steep for 3–4 minutes.










2.
 
soak or saturate (cloth) in water or other liquid.




3.
 
(usu. 
be steeped in

 )
 — surround or fill with a quality or influence




•
 
a city steeped in history.

















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to stoup
 .





steepen

 
/ˈstēpən/






verb




become or cause to become steeper


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the snow improved as the slope steepened.




















steeple

 
/ˈstēpəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a church tower and spire.




2.
 
a spire on the top of a church tower or roof.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a tall tower of a church or other building.








II.
 
derivatives





steepled

 
/ˈstēp(ə)ld /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
stēpel

 , of Germanic origin; related to steep
 1
 .






steeplechase

 
/ˈstēpəlˌCHās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horse race run on a racecourse having ditches and hedges as jumps.




2.
 
a running race in which runners must clear hurdles and water jumps.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
steeplechaser






noun













2.
 
steeplechasing

 
/ˈstēp(ə)lˌCHāsiNG /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from steeple
 (because originally a steeple marked the finishing point across country) + chase
 1
 .






steeplejack

 
/ˈstēpəlˌjak/






noun




a person who climbs tall structures such as chimneys and steeples in order to carry out repairs.














steer1


 
/stir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) guide or control the movement of (a vehicle, vessel, or aircraft), for example by turning a wheel or operating a rudder




•
 
he steered the boat slowly toward the busy quay




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he let Lily steer.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle, vessel, or aircraft) be guided in a specified direction




•
 
the ship 
steered into

 port.










3.
 
follow (a course) in a specified direction




•
 
the fishermen were steering a direct course for Kodiak.










4.
 
guide the movement or course of (someone or something)




•
 
he had steered her to a chair




•
 


‹figurative›

 he made an attempt to steer the conversation back to Heather.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a piece of advice or information concerning the development of a situation




•
 
the need for the school to be given a clear steer as to its future direction.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
steer clear of






take care to avoid or keep away from




•
 
his program steers clear of prickly local issues.















2.
 
steer a middle course






see middle
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





steerable

 
/ˈsti(ə)rəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
stīeran

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
sturen

 and German 
steuern

 .






steer2


 
/stir/





I.
 
noun




a male domestic bovine animal that has been castrated and is raised for beef.











– origin

 Old English 
stēor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stier

 and German 
Stier

 .





steerage

 
/ˈstirij/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the part of a ship providing accommodations for passengers with the cheapest tickets




•
 
poor emigrants in steerage.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the action of steering a boat.













steerageway

 
/ˈstirijˌwā/






noun




(of a vessel) the minimum speed required for proper response to the helm.














steer-by-wire






noun




another term for drive-by-wire
 .













steerer

 
/ˈstirər/






noun



1.
 
a person or mechanism that steers a vehicle or vessel.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who takes or entices someone to meet a racketeer or swindler.













steering

 
/ˈstiriNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of steering a vehicle, vessel, or aircraft.




2.
 
the mechanism in a vehicle, vessel, or aircraft that makes it possible to steer it in different directions.













steering column

 
/ˈsti(ə)riNG ˌkäləm/






noun




a shaft that connects the steering wheel of a vehicle to the rest of the steering mechanism.













steering committee

 
/ˈsti(ə)riNG kəˌmidē /

 


‹Brit.›

 steering group






noun




a committee that decides on the priorities or order of business of an organization and manages the general course of its operations.













steering wheel

 
/ˈsti(ə)riNG ˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a wheel that a driver rotates in order to steer a vehicle.













steersman

 
/ˈstirzmən/






noun




a person who is steering a boat or ship.













steeve

 
/stēv/





I.
 
noun




(in a sailing ship) the angle of the bowsprit in relation to a horizontal plane.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be steeved

 )


1.
 
give (the bowsprit) a specified inclination.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





Stefan–Boltzmann law

 
/ˌstefənˈbōltsmən ˌlô /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a law stating that the total radiation emitted by a black body is proportional to the fourth power of its absolute temperature.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Josef 
Stefan

 (1835–93), Austrian physicist, and L. 
Boltzmann

 (see Boltzmann, Ludwig
 ).





Steffens, Lincoln

 
/ˈstefənz/






(1866–1936) US journalist; full name 
Joseph Lincoln Steffens

 . A leader of the muckraking movement, he was editor of 
McClure's

 magazine 1902–06 and, as an associate editor, contributed articles to 
American

 and 
Everybody's

 magazines 1906–11.









steganography

 
/ˌsteɡəˈnäɡrəfi/





I.
 
noun




the practice of concealing messages or information within other nonsecret text or data.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin 
steganographia

 , from Greek 
steganos

 ‘covered’ + -graphy.





Stegner, Wallace

 
/ˈsteɡnər/






(1909–93) US writer, teacher, and environmentalist; full name 
Wallace Earle Stegner

 . He taught at Stanford University 1945–71 and served on the National Parks Advisory Board 1962–66. His novels include 
The Big Rock Candy Mountain

 (1943), 
The Spectator Bird

 (1976), 
Recapitulation

 (1979), and 
Crossing to Safety

 (1987).









stegosaur

 
/ˈsteɡəˌsôr /

 
stegosaurus





I.
 
noun




a small-headed quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur of the Jurassic and early Cretaceous periods, with a double row of large bony plates or spines along the back.

[Infraorder 
Stegosauria

 , order 
Ornithischia

 : several genera, including 
Stegosaurus

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
stegē

 ‘covering’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





Steichen, Edward

 
/ˈstīkən/






(1879–1973) US photographer; born in Luxembourg; born 
Eduard Jean Steichen

 . He is credited with transforming photography into an art form. He worked with Stieglitz in the early 1900s and then was chief photographer for 
Vogue

 and 
Vanity Fair

 1923–38 and, from 1947 to 1962, the director of photography for New York City's Museum of Modern Art.









Steiger, Rod

 
/ˈstīɡər/






(1925–2002), US actor; full name 
Rodney Stephen Steiger

 . Notable movies: 
On the Waterfront

 (1954), 
The Longest Day

 (1962), 
In the Heat of the Night

 (1967), 
The Hurricane

 (1999), and 
Crazy in Alabama

 (1999).









stein

 
/stīn/





I.
 
noun




a large earthenware beer mug.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Stein

 , literally ‘stone.’





Stein, Gertrude

 
/stīn/






(1874–1946), US writer. She developed an esoteric stream-of-consciousness style, notably in 
The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas

 (1933). Her home in Paris became a focus for the avant-garde during the 1920s and 1930s.









Steinbeck, John

 
/ˈstīnˌbek/






(1902–68), US novelist.; full name 
John Ernst Steinbeck, Jr.

 
Of Mice and Men

 (1937) and 
The Grapes of Wrath

 (1939) are among his works noted for their sympathetic and realistic portrayal of migrant farm workers and other common folk during the Great Depression; full name 
John Steinbeck

 . His later novels include 
Cannery Row

 (1945) and 
East of Eden

 (1952). Nobel Prize for Literature (1962).









Steinbrenner, George

 
/ˈstīnˌbrenər/






(1930–2010), US businessman; full name 
George Michael Steinbrenner, III

 . The principal owner of the New York Yankees baseball team from 1973, he was also chairman of the board of the American Ship Building Company 1978–93.









Steinem, Gloria

 
/ˈstīnəm/






(1934–), US social reformer and journalist. A women's rights activist, she cofounded the National Women's Political Caucus 1971 and cofounded 
Ms.

 magazine in 1972 and served as its editor until 1987. Her works include 
Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions

 (1983) and 
Revolution from Within

 (1992).









Steiner, Rudolf

 
/ˈstīnər, ˈSHtī-/






(1861–1925), Austrian philosopher; founder of anthroposophy. He founded the Anthroposophical Society in 1912, aiming to integrate the practical and psychological in education. The society has contributed to child-centered education, especially with its Steiner schools.









Steinway, Henry

 
/ˈstīnˌwā, ˈSHtīn-/






(1797–1871), German piano-maker; resident in the US from 1849; born 
Heinrich Engelhard Steinweg

 ; full name 
Henry Engelhard Steinway

 . He founded his piano-making firm in New York City in 1853.










stela

 
/ˈstēlə/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 an upright stone slab or column typically bearing a commemorative inscription or relief design, often serving as a gravestone.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek (see stele
 ).






stele

 
/stēl ˈstēlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the central core of the stem and root of a vascular plant, consisting of the vascular tissue (xylem and phloem) and associated supporting tissue.

Also called vascular cylinder
 .




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 another term for stela
 .








II.
 
derivatives





stelar

 
/ˈstēlər /






adjective





stele
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
stēlē

 ‘standing block.’





Stella, Frank

 
/ˈstelə/






(1936–), US painter, an important figure in minimalism known for his series of all-black paintings; full name 
Frank Philip Stella

 . He later experimented with shaped canvases and cut-out shapes in relief.









Stella Maris

 
/ˌstelə ˈmeris/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 a female protector or guiding spirit at sea (a title sometimes given to the Virgin Mary).











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘star of the sea.’






stellar

 
/ˈstelər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a star or stars




•
 
stellar structure and evolution.










2.
 


‹informal›

 featuring or having the quality of a star performer or performers




•
 
a stellar cast had been assembled.










3.
 


‹informal›

 exceptionally good; outstanding




•
 
his restaurant has received stellar ratings in the guides.














II.
 
derivatives





stelliform

 
/ˈsteləˌfôrm /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
stellaris

 , from Latin 
stella

 ‘star.’





stellarator

 
/ˈsteləˌrādər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a toroidal apparatus for producing controlled fusion reactions in hot plasma, where all the controlling magnetic fields inside it are produced by external windings.











– origin

 1950s: from stellar
 (with reference to the fusion processes in stars), on the pattern of 
generator

 .





stellar wind

 
/ˌstelər ˈwind/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a continuous flow of charged particles from a star.













stellate

 
/ˈstelət ˈsteˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 arranged in a radiating pattern like that of a star.








II.
 
derivatives





stellated






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
stellatus

 , from 
stella

 ‘star.’





Steller's jay

 
/ˈstelərz ˈjā/





I.
 
noun




a blue jay with a dark crest, found in western North America.

[
Cyanocitta stelleri

 .]











– origin

 named after the German naturalist and geographer Georg Wilhelm 
Steller

 (1709–46).





Steller's sea cow






noun




a very large relative of the dugong that was formerly found in the area of the Bering Sea and Kamchatka Peninsula, discovered and hunted to extinction in the 18th century.

[
Hydrodamalis gigas

 , family 
Dugongidae

 .]













stellium

 
/ˈstelēəm/






noun






[Astrology]

 another term for satellitium
 .













stem1


 
/stem/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the main body or stalk of a plant or shrub, typically rising above ground but occasionally subterranean.




2.
 
the stalk supporting a fruit, flower, or leaf, and attaching it to a larger branch, twig, or stalk.




3.
 
a long and thin supportive or main section of something




•
 
the main stem of the wing feathers.










4.
 
the slender part of a wineglass between the base and the bowl.




5.
 
the tube of a tobacco pipe.




6.
 
a rod or cylinder in a mechanism, for example the sliding shaft of a bolt or the winding pin of a watch.




7.
 
a vertical stroke in a letter or musical note.




8.
 


[Grammar]

 the root or main part of a noun, adjective, or other word, to which inflections or formative elements are added.




9.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the main line of descent of a family or nation




•
 
the Hellenic tribes were derived from the Aryan stem.










10.
 
the main upright timber or metal piece at the bow of a ship, to which the ship's sides are joined.




11.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a pipe used for smoking crack or opium.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
stem from

 )
 — originate in or be caused by




•
 
many of the universities' problems stem from rapid expansion.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the stems from (fruit or tobacco leaves).




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a boat) make headway against (the tide or current).








III.
 
phrases





from stem to stern





a.
 
from the front to the back, especially of a ship




•
 
surges of water rocked their boats from stem to stern.










b.
 
along the entire length of something; throughout




•
 
the album is a joy from stem to stern.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stemless






adjective













2.
 
stemlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
stemn

 , 
stefn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stam

 and German 
Stamm

 . 
Sense

 4 
of the

 noun is related to Dutch 
steven

 , German 
Steven

 .





stem2


 
/stem/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stop or restrict (the flow of something)




•
 
a nurse did her best to stem the bleeding.










2.
 
stop the spread or development of (something undesirable)




•
 
an attempt to stem the rising tide of unemployment.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Skiing]

 slide the tail of one ski or both skis outward in order to turn or slow down.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘to stop, delay’): from Old Norse 
stemma

 , of Germanic origin. The skiing term (early 20th cent.) is from the German verb 
stemmen

 .





STEM






abbreviation




science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (as an educational category)




•
 
the academy is seeking to appoint a Teaching and Learning Coordinator for STEM subjects.



















stem cell

 
/stem sel/






noun






[Biology]

 an undifferentiated cell of a multicellular organism that is capable of giving rise to indefinitely more cells of the same type, and from which certain other kinds of cell arise by differentiation.













stem christie

 
/ˌstem ˈkristē/






noun






[Skiing]

 a turn made by stemming with the upper ski and then lifting the other one parallel to it for most of the turn.













stemma

 
/ˈstemə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a recorded genealogy of a family; a family tree.




2.
 
a diagram showing the relationship between a text and its various manuscript versions.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
stemma

 ‘wreath,’ from 
stephein

 ‘wreathe, crown.’





stemmatics

 
/stemˈadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of study concerned with analyzing the relationship of surviving variant versions of a text to each other, especially so as to reconstruct a lost original.













stemmed

 
/stemd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a stem of a specified length or kind




•
 
red-stemmed alder bushes.










2.
 
(of a glass, cup, or dish) having a slender supportive section between the base and bowl




•
 
a stemmed goblet.










3.
 
(of fruit or leaves) having had the stems removed.













stem stitch

 
/stem stiCH/






noun




an embroidery stitch forming a continuous line of long, overlapped stitches, typically used to represent narrow stems.













stem turn

 
/ˈstem ˌtərn/






noun






[Skiing]

 a turn made by stemming with the upper ski and lifting the lower one parallel to it toward the end of the turn.













stemware

 
/ˈstemˌwer/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 goblets and stemmed glasses regarded collectively.













stem-winder

 
/ˈstemˌwīndər /

 
stemwinder





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an entertaining and rousing speech




•
 
the speech was a classic stem-winder in the best southern tradition.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 a watch wound by turning a knob on the end of a stem.











– origin

 
Sense

 1 from the notion of “winding up” or causing a lively reaction from those listening.





sten.






abbreviation



1.
 
stenographer.




2.
 
stenography.














stench

 
/sten(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a strong and very unpleasant smell




•
 
the stench of rotting fish.

















– origin

 Old English 
stenc

 ‘smell,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stank

 , German 
Gestank

 , also to the verb stink
 .





stench warfare





I.
 
noun




the use of highly offensive odors to sicken, immobilize, or drive away an enemy




•
 
they are hoping to win a big contract for their innovations in stench warfare.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
trench warfare

 .





stencil

 
/ˈstensəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin sheet of cardboard, plastic, or metal with a pattern or letters cut out of it, used to produce the cut design on the surface below by the application of ink or paint through the holes.




2.
 
a design produced by a stencil




•
 
a floral stencil around the top of the room.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (a surface) with a stencil




•
 
the walls had been 
stenciled with

 designs




•
 (as 
noun

 
stenciling

 )
 
the art of stenciling.










2.
 
produce (a design) with a stencil




•
 
stencil a border around the door




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stenciled

 )
 
the stenciled letters.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from earlier 
stansel

 ‘ornament with various colors’ (based on Latin 
scintilla

 ‘spark’).





Stendhal

 
/stenˈdäl, steN-/






(1783–1842), French novelist; pseudonym of 
Marie Henri Beyle

 . His two best-known novels are 
Le Rouge et le noir

 (1830), relating the rise and fall of a young man from the provinces, and 
La Chartreuse de Parme

 (1839).









Stengel, Casey

 
/ˈsteNGɡəl/






(
c.

 1890–1975) US baseball player and manager; full name 
Charles Dillon Stengel

 . An outfielder 1910–31 and a manager 1931–48 for various minor and major league teams, he managed the New York Yankees 1949–60, guiding them to ten American League pennants and seven World Series. He also managed the New York Mets 1962–65. Baseball Hall of Fame (1966).









Sten gun

 
/ˈsten ˌɡən/





I.
 
noun




a type of lightweight British submachine gun.











– origin

 1940s: from the initials of the inventors' surnames, 
S

 hepherd and 
T

 urpin, suggested by Bren
 .





steno

 
/ˈstenō/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stenographer




•
 
it was written by the steno herself.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for stenography
 :




•
 
the steno pool




•
 
I carry a steno pad and two pens.



















Steno, Nicolaus

 
/ˈstānō/






(1638–86), Danish anatomist and geologist; Danish name 
Niels Steensen

 . His ideas are now regarded as fundamental—that fossils are the petrified remains of living organisms, that many rocks arise from consolidation of sediments and occur in layers in the order in which they were laid down.









stenog.






abbreviation



1.
 
stenographer.




2.
 
stenographic.




3.
 
stenography.














stenography

 
/stəˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the action or process of writing in shorthand or taking dictation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stenographer

 
/stəˈnäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
stenographic

 
/ˌstenəˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
stenos

 ‘narrow’ + -graphy
 .






stenohaline

 
/ˌstenəˈhālīn, -halīn/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an aquatic organism) able to tolerate only a narrow range of salinity.

Often contrasted with euryhaline
 .











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
stenos

 ‘narrow’ + 
halinos

 ‘of salt.’






stenosis

 
/stəˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the abnormal narrowing of a passage in the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stenosed

 
/stəˈnōst stəˈnōzd /






adjective













2.
 
stenosing

 
/-ˈnōsiNG, -ˈnōz- /






adjective













3.
 
stenotic

 
/stəˈnätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stenōsis

 ‘narrowing,’ from 
stenoun

 ‘make narrow,’ from 
stenos

 ‘narrow.’






stenothermal

 
/ˌstenəˈTHərmə/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an organism) able to tolerate only a small range of temperature.

Often contrasted with eurythermal
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
stenos

 ‘narrow’ + thermal
 .






stenotopic

 
/ˌstenəˈtäpik/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an organism) able to tolerate only a restricted range of habitats or ecological conditions.

Often contrasted with eurytopic
 .











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
stenos

 ‘narrow’ + 
topos

 ‘place’ + -ic
 .





stenotype

 
/ˈstenəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun




a machine resembling a typewriter that is used for recording speech in syllables or phonemes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stenotypist

 
/-ˌtīpist /






noun













2.
 
stenotypy

 
/-ˌtīpē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from stenography
 + type
 .





stent

 
/stent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a tubular support placed temporarily inside a blood vessel, canal, or duct to aid healing or relieve an obstruction.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an impression or cast of a part or body cavity, used to maintain pressure so as to promote healing, especially of a skin graft.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of Charles T. 
Stent

 (1807–85), English dentist. The sense ‘tubular support’ dates from the 1960s.





stentor

 
/ˈstenˌtôr, ˈstentər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a person with a powerful voice.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a sedentary trumpet-shaped single-celled animal that is widespread in fresh water.

[Genus 
Stentor

 , phylum 
Ciliophora

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
Stentōr

 , the name of a herald in the Trojan War.





stentorian

 
/stenˈtôrēən/






adjective




(of a person's voice) loud and powerful




•
 
he introduced me to the staff with a stentorian announcement.




















step

 
/step/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or movement of putting one leg in front of the other in walking or running




•
 
Ron took a step back




•
 
she turned and retraced her steps.










2.
 
the distance covered by a step




•
 
Richard came a couple of steps nearer.










3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's particular way of walking




•
 
she left the room with a springy step.










4.
 
one of the sequences of movement of the feet that make up a dance.




5.
 
a short or easily walked distance




•
 
the market is only a short step from the end of the lake.










6.
 
a flat surface, especially one in a series, on which to place one's foot when moving from one level to another




•
 
the bottom step of the staircase




•
 
a flight of marble steps.










7.
 
a doorstep




•
 
there was a pint of milk on the step.










8.
 
a rung of a ladder.




9.
 
(
steps

 or 
a pair of steps

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a stepladder.




10.
 


[Climbing]

 a foothold cut in a slope of ice.




11.
 
a block, typically fixed to the vessel's keel, on which the base of a mast is seated.




12.
 


[Physics]

 an abrupt change in the value of a quantity, especially voltage.




13.
 
a measure or action, especially one of a series taken in order to deal with or achieve a particular thing




•
 
the government must 
take steps

 to discourage age discrimination




•
 
a major step forward in the fight for justice.










14.
 
a stage in a gradual process




•
 
sales are up, which is a step in the right direction.










15.
 
a particular position or grade on an ascending or hierarchical scale




•
 
the first step on the managerial ladder.










16.
 


[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 an interval in a scale; a tone (whole step) or semitone (half step).




17.
 
step aerobics


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a step class.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — lift and set down one's foot or one foot after the other in order to walk somewhere or move to a new position




•
 
Claudia tried to step back




•
 
I accidentally stepped on his foot.










2.
 
[as 
imperative

 ]
 — used as a polite or deferential way of asking someone to walk a short distance for a particular purpose




•
 
please step this way.










3.
 
(
step it

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 perform a dance




•
 
they stepped it down the room between the lines of dancers.










4.
 
take a particular course of action




•
 
young men have temporarily stepped out of the labor market.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 set up (a mast) in its step.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break step






stop walking or marching in step with others.









2.
 
fall into step






change the way one is walking so that one is walking in step with another person.









3.
 
in (or out of) step





a.
 
putting (or not putting) one's feet forward alternately in the same rhythm as the people one is walking, marching, or dancing with.




b.
 
conforming (or not conforming) to what others are doing or thinking




•
 
the party is clearly 
out of step with

 voters.










c.
 


[Physics]

 (of two or more oscillations or other cyclic phenomena) having (or not having) the same frequency and always in the same phase.









4.
 
keep step






remain walking, marching, or dancing in step.









5.
 
one step ahead






managing to avoid competition or danger from someone or something




•
 
I try to keep one step ahead of the rest of the staff.















6.
 
step by step






so as to progress gradually and carefully from one stage to the next




•
 
I'll explain it to you step by step




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a step-by-step guide.















7.
 
step into the breach






see breach
 .









8.
 
step into someone's shoes






take control of a task or job from another person.









9.
 
step on it (or step on the gas)








‹informal›

 go faster, typically in a motor vehicle.









10.
 
step (or tread) on someone's toes






offend someone by encroaching on their area of responsibility.









11.
 
step out of line






behave inappropriately or disobediently.









12.
 
step up to the plate








(N. Amer.)

 take action in response to an opportunity or crisis.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
step aside






another way of saying step down
 below.









2.
 
step back






mentally withdraw from a situation in order to consider it objectively.









3.
 
step down






withdraw or resign from an important position or office




•
 
Mr. Krenz stepped down as party leader a week ago.















4.
 
step something down






decrease voltage by using a transformer.









5.
 
step forward






offer one's help or services




•
 
a company has stepped forward to sponsor the team.















6.
 
step in





a.
 
become involved in a difficult or problematic situation, especially in order to help or prevent something from happening.




b.
 
act as a substitute for someone




•
 
Lucy stepped in at very short notice to take Joan's place.















7.
 
step out





a.
 
leave a room or building, typically for a short time.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 go out to have a good time




•
 
he was 
stepping out with

 a redheaded waitress.










c.
 
walk with long or vigorous steps




•
 
she enjoyed the outing, stepping out manfully.















8.
 
step something up





a.
 
increase the amount, speed, or intensity of something




•
 
police decided to step up security plans for the game.










b.
 
increase voltage using a transformer.












V.
 
derivatives





steplike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
stæpe

 , 
stepe

 (noun), 
stæppan

 , 
steppan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
steppen

 and German 
stapfen

 .






step-

 
/step-/





I.
 
combining form




denoting a relationship resulting from a remarriage




•
 
stepmother.

















– origin

 Old English 
stēop-

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘bereaved, orphaned.’





step aerobics

 
/step əˈrōbiks eˈrōbiks/






plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a type of aerobics that involves stepping up onto and down from a portable block.














Stepanakert

 
/ˌstepənəˈkert, stiˌpänə-/






Russian name for Xankändi
 .









stepbrother

 
/ˈstepˌbrəT͟Hər/






noun




a son of one's stepparent, by a marriage other than that with one's own father or mother.













stepchild

 
/ˈstepˌCHīld/





I.
 
noun




a child of one's husband or wife by a previous marriage.











– origin

 Old English 
stēopcild

 (see step-
 , child
 ).





step cut






noun




a cut for gemstones in the form of straight facets around the center.













stepdad

 
/ˈstepdad/






noun




informal term for stepfather
 .













stepdaughter

 
/ˈstepˌdôdər/






noun




a daughter of one's husband or wife by a previous marriage.













stepfamily

 
/ˈstepˌfam(ə)lē/






noun




a family that is formed on the remarriage of a divorced or widowed person and that includes one or more children.














stepfather

 
/ˈstepˌfäT͟Hər/






noun




a man who is married to one's mother after the divorce of one's parents or the death of one's father.













Stepford

 
/ˈstepˌfərd/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
denoting someone who is regarded as robotically conformist or obedient




•
 
it seems that colleges want to produce a generation of PC-driven Stepford students.

















– origin

 from 
The Stepford Wives

 , the title of a 1972 novel by Ira Levin (1929–2007), in which 
Stepford

 is the name of a fictional idyllic suburb where the men have replaced their wives with robots.





step function






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Electronics]

 a function that increases or decreases abruptly from one constant value to another.













stephanotis

 
/ˌstefəˈnōdəs/





I.
 
noun




a Madagascan climbing plant that is cultivated for its fragrant waxy white flowers.

[Genus 
Stephanotis

 , family 
Asclepiadaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek, literally ‘fit for a wreath,’ from 
stephanos

 ‘wreath.’





Stephen

 
/ˈstēvən ˈstefən/






(
c.

 1097–1154), grandson of William the Conqueror; king of England 1135–54. He seized the throne from Matilda a few months after the death of Henry I. Civil war followed until Matilda was defeated and forced to leave England in 1148.









Stephen, St.1







(died 
c.

 35), Christian martyr. One of the original seven deacons in Jerusalem appointed by the Apostles, he was charged with blasphemy and stoned, thus becoming the first Christian martyr. Feast day (Western Church) December 26; (Eastern Church) December 27.









Stephen, St.2







(
c.

 977–1038), king and patron saint of Hungary; reigned 1000–38. The first king of Hungary, he took steps to Christianize the country. Feast day, September 2 or (in Hungary) August 20.









Stephenson, George

 
/ˈstēvənsən/






(1781–1848), British engineer; a pioneer of steam locomotives and railroads. With his son 
Robert

 (1803–59) he built the 
Rocket

 (1829), the prototype for all future steam locomotives.









step-in

 
/ˈstepˌin/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a garment or pair of shoes that is put on by being stepped into and has no need for fasteners.








II.
 
noun

 — (
step-ins

 )


1.
 
a pair of step-in shoes; slip-ons.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pair of women's panties.













stepladder

 
/ˈstepˌladər/






noun




a short folding ladder with flat steps and a small platform.













stepmom

 
/ˈstepmäm/






noun




informal term for stepmother
 .














stepmother

 
/ˈstepˌməT͟Hər/






noun




a woman who is married to one's father after the divorce of one's parents or the death of one's mother.













stepney

 
/ˈstepnē/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a spare tire for a motor vehicle




•
 
thankfully, the stepney was brand new and was in good shape.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: originally denoting a wheel consisting of a pre-inflated tire on a metal rim that could be used as a temporary replacement for a punctured tire; from 
Stepney

 Street in Llanelli, Wales, where the wheels were manufactured.





stepparent

 
/ˈstepˌperənt/






noun




a stepfather or stepmother.













steppe

 
/step/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
steppes

 )


1.
 
a large area of flat unforested grassland in southeastern Europe or Siberia.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Russian 
stepʹ

 .





stepped

 
/stept/






adjective



1.
 
having or formed into a step or series of steps




•
 
a building with stepped access.










2.
 
carried out or occurring in stages or with pauses rather than continuously




•
 
a stepped scale of discounts.



















stepper

 
/ˈstepər/






noun



1.
 
an electric motor or other device that moves or rotates in a series of small discrete steps.




2.
 
a portable block used in step aerobics.




3.
 


‹dated›

 a horse with a brisk, attractive walking gait




•
 
choosing a showy gray stepper for May's brougham.



















steppingstone

 
/ˈstepiNGˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a raised stone used singly or in a series as a place on which to step when crossing a stream or muddy area.




2.
 
an undertaking or event that helps one to make progress toward a specified goal




•
 
the school championships are a 
steppingstone to

 international competition.



















stepping-up






noun




an increase in the amount, speed, or intensity of something




•
 
the recent stepping-up of the campaign.



















step response






noun






[Electronics]

 the output of a device in response to an abrupt change in voltage.













stepsister

 
/ˈstepˌsistər/






noun




a daughter of one's stepparent by a marriage other than with one's own father or mother.













stepson

 
/ˈstepˌsən/





I.
 
noun




a son of one's husband or wife by a previous marriage.











– origin

 Old English 
stēopsunu

 (see step-
 , son
 ).





step wedge






noun






[Photography]

 a series of contiguous, uniformly shaded rectangles growing progressively darker, from white (or light gray) at one end to black (or dark gray) at the other.













stepwell

 
/ˈstepwel/






noun




the stairwell of a bus.













stepwise

 
/ˈstepˌwīz/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
in a series of distinct stages; not continuously


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
concentrations of the acid tend to decrease stepwise.










2.
 


[Music]

 (of melodic motion) moving by adjacent scale steps rather than leaps




•
 
crackling solos and juicy, stepwise guitar counterpoints.




















-ster





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
denoting a person engaged in or associated with a particular activity or thing




•
 
gangster




•
 
songster.










2.
 
denoting a person having a particular quality




•
 
youngster.

















– origin

 Old English 
-estre

 , 
-istre

 , etc., of Germanic origin.





steradian

 
/stəˈrādēən /

 
sr





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of solid angle, equal to the angle at the center of a sphere subtended by a part of the surface equal in area to the square of the radius.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
stereos

 ‘solid’ + radian
 .





sterane

 
/ˈsterˌān, ˈsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a class of saturated polycyclic hydrocarbons that are found in crude oils and are derived from the sterols of ancient organisms.











– origin

 1950s: from steroid
 + -ane
 2
 .





stercoraceous

 
/ˌstərkəˈrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 consisting of or resembling dung or feces.




2.
 


‹technical›

 (of an insect) living in dung.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
stercus

 , 
stercor-

 ‘dung’ + -aceous
 .





stere

 
/stir/





I.
 
noun




a unit of volume equal to one cubic meter.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
stère

 , from Greek 
stereos

 ‘solid.’





stereo

 
/ˈsterēō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sound that is directed through two or more speakers so that it seems to surround the listener and to come from more than one source; stereophonic sound.




2.
 
a sound system, typically including a CD, tape, or record player, that has two or more speakers and produces stereo sound.




3.
 


[Photography]

 another term for stereoscope
 .




4.
 


[Printing]

 short for stereotype
 .








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
short for stereophonic
 :




•
 
stereo equipment




•
 
stereo sound.










2.
 


[Photography]

 short for stereoscopic
 .














stereo-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to solid forms having three dimensions




•
 
stereography.










2.
 
relating to a three-dimensional effect, arrangement, etc.




•
 
stereochemistry




•
 
stereophonic




•
 
stereoscope.

















– origin

 from Greek 
stereos

 ‘solid.’





stereobate

 
/ˈsterēəˌbāt, ˈsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a solid mass of masonry serving as a foundation for a wall or row of columns.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
stéréobate

 , via Latin from Greek 
stereobatēs

 , from 
stereos

 ‘solid’ + 
batēs

 ‘base’ (from 
bainein

 ‘to walk’).





stereocamera

 
/ˌsterēōˈkamərə/






noun






[Photography]

 a camera for simultaneously taking two photographs of the same thing from adjacent viewpoints, so that they will form a stereoscopic pair.













stereochemistry

 
/ˌsterēōˈkeməstrē ˌstirēōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with the three-dimensional arrangement of atoms and molecules and the effect of this on chemical reactions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereochemical

 
/-ˈkemikəl /






adjective













2.
 
stereochemically






adverb





















stereognosis

 
/ˌsterē-äɡˈnōsis, ˌsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 the mental perception of depth or three-dimensionality by the senses, usually in reference to the ability to perceive the form of solid objects by touch.








II.
 
derivatives





stereognostic

 
/-ˈnästik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
stereos

 ‘solid’ + 
gnōsis

 ‘knowledge.’





stereogram

 
/ˈsterēəɡram/






noun



1.
 
a diagram or computer-generated image giving a three-dimensional representation of a solid object or surface.




2.
 
another term for stereograph
 (see stereography
 ).













stereographic projection

 
/ˌsterēəˈɡrafik, ˌsti(ə)r-/






noun






[Mathematics]

 mathematical projection in which the angular relationships of lines and planes of the object represented are drawn in terms of their relationship to the great circle formed by the intersection of the equatorial plane with the surface of an imaginary sphere containing the object. This technique has applications in cartography and astronomy.














stereography

 
/ˌsterēˈäɡrəfē ˌstirēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the depiction or representation of three-dimensional things by projection onto a two-dimensional surface, e.g., in cartography.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereograph

 
/ˈsterēəˌɡraf, ˈsti(ə)r- /






noun













2.
 
stereographic

 
/ˌsterēəˈɡrafik ˌstiriəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















stereoisomer

 
/ˌsterēōˈīsəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two or more compounds differing only in the spatial arrangement of their atoms.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereoisomeric

 
/-ˌīsəˈmerik /






adjective













2.
 
stereoisomerism

 
/-īˈsäməˌrizəm /






noun





















stereolithography

 
/ˌsterē-ōliˈTHäɡrəfē, ˌsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun




a technique or process for creating three-dimensional objects, in which a computer-controlled moving laser beam is used to build up the required structure, layer by layer, from a liquid polymer that hardens on contact with laser light.








II.
 
derivatives





stereolithographic

 
/-ˌliTHəˈɡrafik /






adjective





















stereometry

 
/ˌsterēˈämətrē/






noun






[Geometry]

 the measurement of solid bodies.













stereomicroscope

 
/ˌsterēōˈmīkrəˌskōp/






noun




a binocular microscope that gives a relatively low-power stereoscopic view of the subject.














stereophonic

 
/ˌsterēəˈfänik/





I.
 
adjective




(of sound recording and reproduction) using two or more channels of transmission and reproduction so that the reproduced sound seems to surround the listener and to come from more than one source.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereophonically

 
/ˌsterēəˈfänək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
stereophony

 
/ˌsterēˈäf(ə)nē /






noun





















stereopsis

 
/ˌsterēˈäpsəs/





I.
 
noun




the perception of depth produced by the reception in the brain of visual stimuli from both eyes in combination; binocular vision.








II.
 
derivatives





stereoptic

 
/-ˈäptik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from stereo-
 ‘three-dimensional’ + Greek 
opsis

 ‘sight.’





stereopticon

 
/ˌsterēˈäptiˌkän, ˌsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun




a slide projector that combines two images to create a three-dimensional effect, or makes one image dissolve into another.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from stereo-
 ‘three-dimensional’ + Greek 
optikon

 , neuter of 
optikos

 ‘relating to vision.’






stereoscope

 
/ˈsterēəˌskōp/






noun




a device by which two photographs of the same object taken at slightly different angles are viewed together, creating an impression of depth and solidity.














stereoscopic

 
/ˌsterēəˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a process by which two photographs of the same object taken at slightly different angles are viewed together, creating an impression of depth and solidity




•
 
stereoscopic 3D vision technology.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereoscopically






adverb













2.
 
stereoscopy

 
/ˌsterēˈäskəpē /






noun





















stereoselective

 
/ˌsterē-ōsəˈlektiv, ˌsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 another term for stereospecific
 .








II.
 
derivatives





stereoselectivity

 
/-səlekˈtivitē /






noun






















stereospecific

 
/ˌsterēəspəˈsifik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a reaction) preferentially producing a particular stereoisomeric form of the product, irrespective of the configuration of the reactant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereospecifically






adverb













2.
 
stereospecificity

 
/-ˌspesəˈfisitē /






noun





















stereospondyl

 
/ˌsterēəˈspändl, ˌsti(ə)r-/





I.
 
noun




an extinct amphibian with a broad flat head, occurring in the Permian and Triassic periods.

[Suborder 
Stereospondyli

 , order 
Temnospondyli

 : several families.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Stereospondyli

 (plural), from Greek 
stereos

 ‘solid’ + 
spondulos

 ‘vertebra.’





stereotactic

 
/ˌsterēəˈtaktik, ˌsti(ə)r- /

 
stereotaxic





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting techniques for surgical treatment or scientific investigation that permit the accurate positioning of probes inside the brain or other parts of the body, based on three-dimensional diagrams.








II.
 
derivatives





stereotactically






adverb





















stereotaxis

 
/ˌsterēəˈtaksis, ˌsti(ə)r- /

 
stereotaxy





I.
 
noun




the use of stereotactic instruments or devices in surgery or research.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from stereo-
 ‘three-dimensional’ + Greek 
taxis

 ‘orientation.’






stereotype

 
/ˈsterēəˌtīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely held but fixed and oversimplified image or idea of a particular type of person or thing




•
 
the stereotype of the woman as the carer




•
 
sexual and racial stereotypes.










2.
 
a person or thing that conforms to a stereotypical image




•
 
don't treat anyone as a stereotype.










3.
 
a relief printing plate cast in a mold made from composed type or an original plate.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
view or represent as a stereotype




•
 
the city is too easily stereotyped as an industrial wasteland.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stereotypic

 
/ˌsterēəˈtipik /






adjective













2.
 
stereotypical

 
/ˌsterēəˈtipik(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
stereotypically






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
stéréotype

 (adjective).





stereotyped

 
/ˈsterēəˌtīpt/






adjective




viewed or represented as a stereotype




•
 
the story is weakened by its stereotyped characters.



















stereotypy

 
/ˈsterēəˌtīpē/






noun




the persistent repetition of an act, especially by an animal, for no obvious purpose.













steric

 
/ˈstirik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of or relating to the spatial arrangement of atoms in a molecule, especially as it affects chemical reactions.








II.
 
derivatives





sterically






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
stereos

 ‘solid’ + -ic
 .





sterigma

 
/stəˈriɡmə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in some fungi) a spore-bearing projection from a cell.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stērigma

 ‘a support,’ from 
stērizein

 ‘to support.’





sterilant

 
/ˈsterələnt/






noun



1.
 
an agent used to destroy microorganisms; a disinfectant.




2.
 
a chemical agent used to destroy pests and diseases in the soil, especially fungi and nematodes.













sterile

 
/ˈsterəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to produce children or young




•
 
the disease had made him sterile.










2.
 
(of a plant) not able to produce fruit or seeds.




3.
 
(of land or soil) too poor in quality to produce crops.




4.
 
lacking in imagination, creativity, or excitement; uninspiring or unproductive




•
 
he found the fraternity's teachings sterile.










5.
 
free from bacteria or other living microorganisms; totally clean




•
 
a sterile needle and syringes.














II.
 
derivatives





sterilely

 
/ˈsterə(l)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
sterilis

 ; related to Greek 
steira

 ‘barren cow.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 19th cent.





sterility

 
/stəˈrilədē/






noun




the quality or condition of being sterile




•
 
the disease can cause sterility in males




•
 
the sterility of debate in the party.



















sterilize

 
/ˈsterəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) free from bacteria or other living microorganisms




•
 
babies' feeding equipment can be cleaned and sterilized




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sterilized

 )
 
sterilized jars.










2.
 
(usu. 
be sterilized

 )
 — deprive (a person or animal) of the ability to produce offspring, typically by removing or blocking the sex organs.




3.
 
make (land or water) unable to produce crops or support life.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sterilizable






adjective













2.
 
sterilization

 
/ˌsterələˈzāSHən ˌsterəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
sterilizer

 
/ˈsterəˌlīzər /






noun





















sterlet

 
/ˈstərlət/





I.
 
noun




a small sturgeon of the Danube basin and Caspian Sea area, farmed and commercially fished for its flesh and caviar.

[
Acipenser ruthenus

 , family 
Acipenseridae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Russian 
sterlyadʹ

 .





sterling

 
/ˈstərliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
British money




•
 
prices in sterling are shown




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
issues of sterling bonds.










2.
 
short for sterling silver
 :


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sterling spoon.














II.
 
adjective




(of a person or their work, efforts, or qualities) excellent or valuable




•
 
this organization does sterling work for youngsters.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably from 
steorra

 ‘star’ + -ling
 (because some early Norman pennies bore a small star). Until recently one popular theory was that the coin was originally made by 
Easterling

 moneyers (from the “eastern” Hansa towns), but the stressed first syllable would not have been dropped.





sterling area

 
/ˈstərliNG ˈerēə/






a group of countries, most belonging to the Commonwealth of Nations, that formerly pegged their exchange rates to sterling or kept their reserves in sterling rather than gold or dollars. Also called 
sterling bloc

 .









Sterling Heights

 
/ˌstərliNG ˈhīts/






a city in southeastern Michigan, north of Detroit; pop. 127,160 (est. 2008).










sterling silver

 
/ˈstərliNG ˈsilvər/






noun




silver of 92½ percent purity.













Sterlitamak

 
/ˌsterlidəˈmäk/






an industrial city in southern Russia, on the Belaya River, north of Orenburg; pop. 268,300 (est. 2008).









stern1


 
/stərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their manner) serious and unrelenting, especially in the assertion of authority and exercise of discipline




•
 
a smile transformed his stern face




•
 
Mama looked stern.










2.
 
(of an act or statement) strict and severe; using extreme measures or terms




•
 
stern measures to restrict growth of traffic.










3.
 
(of competition or opposition) putting someone or something under extreme pressure




•
 
the past year has been a stern test of the ability of local industry.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be made of sterner stuff






have a stronger character and be more able to overcome problems than others




•
 
whereas James was deeply wounded by the failure, George was made of sterner stuff.







[from Shakespeare's 
Julius Caesar

 (
III.

 2. 93).]









2.
 
the sterner sex








‹archaic›

 men regarded collectively and in contrast to women.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sternly

 
/ˈstərnlē /






adverb













2.
 
sternness

 
/ˈstərnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
styrne

 , probably from the West Germanic base of the verb stare
 .






stern2


 
/stərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the rearmost part of a ship or boat




•
 
he stood at the stern of the yacht.










2.
 


‹humorous›

 a person's bottom




•
 
my stern can't take too much sun.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sterned

 
/stərnd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a square-sterned vessel



















2.
 
sternmost

 
/-ˌmōst /






adjective













3.
 
sternward

 
/-wərd /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old Norse 
stjórn

 ‘steering,’ from 
stýra

 ‘to steer.’





Stern, Isaac

 
/stərn/






(1920–2001), US violinist; born in Russia. He made his New York debut in 1937 at Town Hall. In 1956, he was the first American to perform in Russia after World War II, and he was invited to China in 1979. He served as president of Carnegie Hall from 1960.









sternal

 
/ˈstərnl/






adjective




of or relating to the sternum




•
 
the sternal area




•
 
sternal muscles.



















sternal rib






noun




another term for true rib
 .













sterndrive

 
/ˈstərndrīv/






noun




an inboard engine connected to an outboard drive unit at the rear of a powerboat.













Stern Gang

 
/ˈstərn ˌɡaNG/






a militant Zionist group that campaigned in Palestine during the 1940s for the creation of a Jewish state. Founded by 
Avraham Stern

 (1907–42) as an offshoot of Irgun, the group assassinated the British Minister for the Middle East, 
Lord Moyne

 , and 
Count Folke Bernadotte

 (1895–1948), the UN mediator for Palestine.










sternite

 
/ˈstərnīt/






noun






[Entomology]

 (in an insect) a sclerotized plate forming the sternum of a segment.

Compare with tergite
 .













Sterno

 
/ˈstərnō/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 flammable hydrocarbon jelly supplied in cans for use as fuel for cooking stoves or chafing dishes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of 
Sternau

 and Co., New York, + -o
 .






sternocleidomastoid

 
/ˌstərnōˌklīdōˈmastoid /

 
sternocleidomastoid muscle






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of long muscles that connect the sternum, clavicle, and mastoid process of the temporal bone and serve to turn and nod the head.













sternomastoid

 
/ˌstərnōˈmastoid/






noun




another term for sternocleidomastoid
 .













sternpost

 
/ˈstərnpōst/






noun




the central upright structure at the stern of a vessel, typically bearing the rudder.













sternsheets

 
/ˈstərnˌSHēts/






plural noun




the flooring planks in a boat's after section, or the seating in this section of an open boat.














sternum

 
/ˈstərnəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the breastbone.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a thickened ventral plate on each segment of the body of an arthropod.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sternon

 ‘chest.’





sternutation

 
/ˌstərnyəˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the action of sneezing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sternutatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
sternutare

 , frequentative of 
sternuere

 ‘to sneeze.’





sternutator

 
/ˈstərnyəˌtādər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 an agent that causes sneezing.




2.
 


‹technical›

 an agent used in chemical warfare that causes irritation to the nose and eyes, pain in the chest, and nausea.








II.
 
derivatives





sternutatory

 
/stərˈnyo͞otəˌtôrē /






adjective, noun





















sternway

 
/ˈstərnwā/






noun




backward movement of a ship




•
 
we begin 
making sternway

 toward the shoal.



















sternwheeler

 
/ˈstərnˌ(h)wēlər/






noun




a steamer propelled by a paddle wheel positioned at the stern.














steroid

 
/ˈsterˌoid ˈstirˌoid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 any of a large class of organic compounds with a characteristic molecular structure containing four rings of carbon atoms (three six-membered and one five). They include many hormones, alkaloids, and vitamins.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 short for anabolic steroid
 .








II.
 
phrases





on steroids






used to suggest a highly exaggerated, enhanced, or accelerated version of something




•
 
high-protein gelatin squares, available in bright red or bright green, sort of like Jell-O on steroids.


















III.
 
derivatives





steroidal

 
/steˈroidl, sti- /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from sterol
 + -oid
 .






sterol

 
/ˈsterôl ˈsteˌräl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a group of naturally occurring unsaturated steroid alcohols, typically waxy solids.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: independent usage of the ending of words such as cholesterol
 and ergosterol
 .





stertorous

 
/ˈstərdərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of breathing) noisy and labored.








II.
 
derivatives





stertorously






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
stertor

 ‘snoring sound’ (from Latin 
stertere

 ‘to snore’) + -ous
 .





stet

 
/stet/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
let it stand (used as an instruction on a printed proof to indicate that a correction or alteration should be ignored).




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — write an instruction to stet against (something corrected or deleted).








II.
 
noun




an instruction to stet made on a printed proof.











– origin

 Latin, ‘let it stand,’ from 
stare

 ‘to stand.’





stethoscope

 
/ˈsteTHəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




a medical instrument for listening to the action of someone's heart or breathing, typically having a small disk-shaped resonator that is placed against the chest and two tubes connected to earpieces.








II.
 
derivatives





stethoscopic

 
/ˌsteTHəˈskäpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
stéthoscope

 , from Greek 
stēthos

 ‘breast’ + 
skopein

 ‘look at.’





Stetson

 
/ˈstetsən/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a hat with a high crown and a wide brim, traditionally worn by cowboys and ranchers in the US.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after John B. 
Stetson

 (1830–1906), US hat manufacturer.






Stettin

 
/SHteˈtēn/






German name for Szczecin
 .









Steuben, Friedrich von

 
/ˈSHtoibən, ˈst(y)o͞obən/






(1730–94), American army officer; born in Prussia; full name 
Friedrich Wilhelm Ludolf Gerhard Augustin von Steuben

 . He came to America in December 1777 and joined Washington at Valley Forge, where he introduced European methods of training and discipline. Appointed inspector general of the Continental Army 1778, he was instrumental in shaping American forces into a legitimate military force.









Steubenville

 
/ˈst(y)o͞obənˌvil/






an industrial city in eastern Ohio, on the Ohio River; pop. 18,820 (est. 2008).









stevedore

 
/ˈstēvəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a person employed, or a contractor engaged, at a dock to load and unload cargo from ships.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Spanish 
estivador

 , from 
estivar

 ‘stow a cargo,’ from Latin 
stipare

 ‘pack tight.’





Stevengraph

 
/ˈstēvənˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a type of small picture made from brightly colored woven silk, produced during the late 19th century.











– origin

 named after Thomas 
Stevens

 (1828–88), English weaver, whose firm made them.





Stevens, John Paul

 
/ˈstēvənz/






(1920–), US Supreme Court associate justice 1975–2010. Appointed to the Court by President Ford, he was considered a moderate conservative.









Stevens, Wallace






(1879–1955), US poet. He developed an original and colorful style, writing his poetry privately and mostly in isolation from the literary community. His 
Collected Poems

 (1954) won a Pulitzer Prize.









Stevenson, Adlai

 
/ˈstēvənsən/






(1900–1965), US statesman and politician; full name 
Adlai Ewing Stevenson II

 . A popular supporter of social reform and internationalism, he was governor of Illinois 1949–53 and was the unsuccessful Democratic candidate for the presidency 1952 and 1956. He later served as US ambassador to the United Nations 1961–65.









Stevenson, Robert Louis






(1850–94), Scottish novelist, poet, and travel writer; full name 
Robert Louis Balfour Stevenson

 . Stevenson, who wrote 
Treasure Island

 (1883), is also known for 
A Child's Garden of Verses

 , a collection of poetry first published as 
Penny Whistles

 in 1885. Oher notable works: 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

 and 
Kidnapped

 (both 1886).









Stevens Point

 
/ˌstēvənz ˈpoint/






an industrial and commercial city in central Wisconsin, on the Wisconsin River; pop. 25,327 (est. 2008).









stevia

 
/ˈstēvēə, ˈstev-/





I.
 
noun




a composite herb native to South America (Genus 
Stevia

 , especially 
S. rebaudiana

 , native to Paraguay) whose leaves are the source of a noncaloric sweetener.











– origin

 from modern Latin 
Stevia

 , from the name of the 16th-cent. Spanish botanist Pedro Jaime 
Esteve

 .





stevioside

 
/ˈstēvēəˌsīd, ˈstev-/





I.
 
noun




a sweet compound of the glycoside class obtained from the leaves of a Paraguayan shrub and used as a food sweetener.

[The shrub is 
Stevia rebaudiana

 (family 
Compositae

 ).]











– origin

 1930s: from the genus name 
Stevia

 (from the name of P. J. 
Esteve

 (died 1566), Spanish botanist) + -ose
 2
 + -ide
 .






stew1


 
/st(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish of meat and vegetables cooked slowly in liquid in a closed dish or pan




•
 
lamb stew




•
 
add to casseroles, stews, and sauces.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a state of great anxiety or agitation




•
 
I suppose he's all 
in a stew

 .










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a heated public room used for hot steam baths.




4.
 
a brothel.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to meat, fruit, or other food) cook or be cooked slowly in liquid in a closed dish or pan


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a new way to stew rhubarb




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
let the tomato mixture stew for twenty minutes.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 remain in a heated or stifling atmosphere




•
 
sweaty clothes left to stew in a plastic bag.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 worry about something, especially on one's own




•
 
James will be expecting us, so we will let him stew a bit.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 (of tea) become strong and bitter with prolonged brewing.




5.
 
(
be stewed in

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 be steeped in or imbued with




•
 
politics there are stewed in sexual prejudice and privilege.














III.
 
phrases





stew in one's own juice








‹informal›

 suffer anxiety or the unpleasant consequences of one's own actions without the consoling intervention of others.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘cauldron’): from Old French 
estuve

 (related to 
estuver

 ‘heat in steam’), probably based on Greek 
tuphos

 ‘smoke, steam.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun (mid 18th cent.) is directly from the verb (dating from late Middle English).





stew2


 
/st(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a pond or large tank for keeping fish for eating.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 an artificial oyster bed.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
estui

 , from 
estoier

 ‘confine.’





stew3


 
/st(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an air steward or stewardess.











– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.






steward

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who looks after the passengers on a ship, aircraft, or train and brings them meals.




2.
 
a person responsible for supplies of food to a college, club, or other institution.




3.
 
an official appointed to supervise arrangements or keep order at a large public event, for example a sporting event.




4.
 
short for shop steward
 .




5.
 
a person employed to manage another's property, especially a large house or estate.




6.
 
a person whose responsibility it is to take care of something




•
 
farmers pride themselves on being stewards of the countryside.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an official) supervise arrangements or keep order at (a large public event)




•
 
the event was organized and stewarded properly.










2.
 
manage or look after (another's property).








III.
 
derivatives





stewardship

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oərdˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stīweard

 , from 
stig

 (probably in the sense ‘house, hall’) + 
weard

 ‘ward.’ The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





stewardess

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oərdəs/






noun




a woman who is employed to provide meals for and otherwise look after the passengers on a ship or aircraft.













Stewart, James






(1908–97), US actor, famous for roles that embody the all-American hero; full name 
James Maitland Stewart

 . His movies include 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

 (1939), 
The Philadelphia Story

 (1940), 
It's a Wonderful Life

 (1946), 
The Man from Laramie

 (1955), and 
Vertigo

 (1958).









Stewart, Martha






(1941–), US businesswoman; born 
Martha Kostyra

 . She turned her home decorating and cooking ideas into an industry, including a radio talk show, a 
Martha Stewart Living

 television program and magazine, and a syndicated newspaper column. After serving prison time in 2004 for her part in fraudulent stock trading, her business ventures and personal marketability rebounded.









Stewart, Payne






(1957–1999), US golfer; full name 
William Payne Stewart

 . His championship titles include the PGA (1989), and the US Open (1991, 1999). He owned a clothing line that featured his familiar plus fours (baggy knickers worn as traditional golfing attire). Stewart died in an airplane crash.









Stewart, Potter






(1915–85) US Supreme Court associate justice 1958–81. Appointed to the Court by President Eisenhower, he was noted for his 1964 statement, in an opinion, on pornography: “I know it when I see it.” He upheld the First Amendment claim in the Pentagon Papers case in 1971.









Stewart, Rod






(1945–), English pop singer and songwriter; full name 
Roderick David Stewart

 . In 1971 his single 
“Maggie May”

 and its album 
Every Picture Tells a Story

 topped the singles and album charts in both Britain and the US. Later hits include 
“Sailing”

 (1976) and 
“Do You Think I'm Sexy”

 (1978).









Stewart, Sir Jackie






(1939–), British race car driver; born 
John Young Stewart

 . He was the world champion three times—1969, 1971, and 1973.









stewbum

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oˌbəm/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an alcoholic, especially one who has become vagrant.













stewed

 
/st(y)o͞od/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) cooked slowly in liquid in a closed dish or pan




•
 
stewed apples.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drunk




•
 
we 
got stewed

 at their party.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 (of tea) tasting strong and bitter because of prolonged brewing.













stewing

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of meat or other food) suitable for stewing




•
 
a stewing chicken.



















stewpot

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opät/






noun




a large pot in which stews are cooked.













St. Ex.






abbreviation




Stock Exchange.













stg






abbreviation




sterling.













stge.






abbreviation




storage.













Sth






abbreviation




south.













sthenic

 
/ˈsTHenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
‹dated›

 of or having a high or excessive level of strength and energy.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
sthenos

 ‘strength,’ on the pattern of 
asthenic

 .





stibnite

 
/ˈstibnīt/





I.
 
noun




a lead-gray mineral, typically occurring as striated prismatic crystals, that consists of antimony sulfide and is the chief ore of antimony.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
stibium

 ‘black antimony’ + -ine
 4
 + -ite
 1
 .





stichomythia

 
/ˌstikəˈmiTHēə/





I.
 
noun




dialogue in which two characters speak alternate lines of verse, used as a stylistic device in ancient Greek drama.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stikhomuthia

 , from 
stikhos

 ‘row, line of verse’ + 
muthos

 ‘speech, talk.’






stick1


 
/stik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin piece of wood that has fallen or been cut from a tree.




2.
 
a thin piece of wood that has been trimmed for a particular purpose, in particular




3.
 
a long piece of wood used for support in walking or as a weapon with which to hit someone or something.




4.
 
(in hockey, polo, and other games) a long implement, typically made of wood, with a head or blade of varying form that is used to hit or direct the ball or puck.




5.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a short piece of wood used to impale food




•
 
Popsicle sticks.










6.
 
a piece of basic furniture




•
 
every 
stick of furniture

 just vanished.










7.
 
(
sticks

 )
 — (in field hockey) the foul play of raising the stick above the shoulder.




8.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 a mast or spar.




9.
 
(
the sticks

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 goalposts.




10.
 
something resembling or likened to a stick, in particular




11.
 
a long, thin piece of something




•
 


a stick of

 dynamite




•
 
cinnamon sticks.










12.
 


(US)

 a quarter-pound rectangular block of butter or margarine.




13.
 
a conductor's baton.




14.
 
a gear or control lever.




15.
 
(in extended and metaphorical use) a very thin person or limb




•
 
the girl was a stick




•
 
her arms were 
like sticks

 .










16.
 
a number of bombs or paratroopers dropped rapidly from an aircraft.




17.
 
a small group of soldiers assigned to a particular duty




•
 


a stick of

 heavily armed guards.










18.
 


‹informal›

 a marijuana cigarette.




19.
 
a threat of punishment or unwelcome measures (often contrasted with the offer of reward as a means of persuasion)




•
 
training that relies more on the carrot than on the stick.










20.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 severe criticism or treatment




•
 
I took a lot of stick from the press.










21.
 
(
the sticks

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 rural areas far from cities




•
 
a small, dusty town 
out in the sticks

 .










22.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person of a specified kind




•
 
Janet's not such a bad 
old stick

 sometimes.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
up the stick








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 pregnant.









2.
 
up sticks








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 go to live elsewhere.

[from nautical slang 
to up sticks

 ‘set up a boat's mast’ (ready for departure).]












III.
 
derivatives





sticklike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sticca

 ‘peg, stick, spoon’; related to Dutch 
stek

 ‘cutting from a plant’ and German 
Stecken

 ‘staff, stick.’






stick2


 
/stik/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
stick something in/into/through

 )
 — push a sharp or pointed object into or through (something)




•
 
he stuck his fork into the sausage




•
 
the candle was stuck in a straw-covered bottle.










2.
 
(
stick something on

 )
 — fix something on (a point or pointed object)




•
 
stick the balls of wool on knitting needles.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
stick in/into/through

 )
 — (of a pointed object) be or remain fixed with its point embedded in (something)




•
 
there was a slim rod sticking into the ground beside me.










4.
 
insert, thrust, or push




•
 
a youth with a cigarette stuck behind one ear




•
 
she stuck out her tongue at him.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — protrude or extend in a certain direction




•
 
his front teeth 
stick out






•
 
Sue's hair was 
sticking up

 at all angles.










6.
 
put somewhere, typically in a quick or careless way




•
 
just stick that sandwich on my desk.










7.
 


‹informal›

 used to express angry dismissal of a particular thing




•
 
he told them they could stick the job—he didn't want it anyway.










8.
 


‹informal›

 cause to incur an expense or loss




•
 
she stuck me for all of last month's rent.










9.
 
stab or pierce with a sharp object


(as 
adj.

 
stuck

 )


•
 
he screamed like a stuck pig.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — adhere or cling to a substance or surface




•
 
the plastic seats 
stuck to

 my skin




•
 
if you heat the noodles in the microwave, they tend to stick together.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or cause to adhere to an object or surface




•
 
she stuck the stamp on the envelope.










12.
 
be or become fixed or jammed in one place as a result of an obstruction




•
 
he drove into a bog, where his wheels stuck fast.










13.
 
remain in a static condition; fail to progress




•
 
he lost a lot of weight but had stuck at 210 pounds.










14.
 


‹informal›

 be or become convincing, established, or regarded as valid




•
 
the authorities couldn't make the charges stick




•
 
the name stuck and Anastasia she remained.










15.
 
(in blackjack and similar card games) decline to add to one's hand.




16.
 
(
be stuck

 )
 — be fixed in a particular position or unable to move or be moved




•
 
Sara tried to open the window but it was stuck




•
 
we got stuck in a traffic jam




•
 
the cat's stuck up a tree.










17.
 
be unable to progress with a task or find the answer or solution to something




•
 
I'm doing the crossword and I'm stuck.










18.
 
[with 
adverbial of place

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be or remain in a specified place or situation, typically one perceived as tedious or unpleasant




•
 
I don't want to be stuck in an office all my life.










19.
 
(
be stuck for

 )
 — be at a loss for or in need of




•
 
I'm not usually stuck for words.










20.
 
(
be stuck with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be unable to get rid of or escape from




•
 
like it or not, she and Grant were stuck with each other.










21.
 
(
be stuck on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be infatuated with




•
 
he's too good for Jenny, even though she's so stuck on him.










22.
 
[often with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 accept or tolerate (an unpleasant or unwelcome person or situation)




•
 
I can't stick Geoffrey—he's a real old misery.










23.
 
(
stick it out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 put up with or persevere with something difficult or disagreeable.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get stuck in (or into)








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 start doing (something) enthusiastically or with determination




•
 
we got stuck into the decorating.















2.
 
stick at nothing






allow nothing to deter one from achieving one's aim, however wrong or dishonest




•
 
he would stick at nothing to preserve his privileges.















3.
 
stick 'em up!








‹informal›

 hands up! (spoken typically by a person threatening someone else with a gun).









4.
 
stick in one's mind (or memory)






be remembered clearly and for a long time




•
 
one particular incident sticks in my mind.















5.
 
stick in one's throat (or craw)





a.
 
be difficult or impossible to accept; be a source of continuing annoyance.




b.
 
(of words) be difficult or impossible to say




•
 
she couldn't say “Thank you”—the words stuck in her throat.















6.
 
stick it to








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 treat (someone) harshly or severely.









7.
 
stick one (or it) on








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 hit (someone).









8.
 
stick one's neck out








‹informal›

 risk incurring criticism or anger by acting or speaking boldly.









9.
 
stick out a mile






see mile
 .









10.
 
stick out like a sore thumb






see sore
 .









11.
 
stick to one's guns






see gun
 .









12.
 
stick to one's ribs






(of food) be filling and nourishing




•
 
a bowl of soup that will stick to your ribs.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
stick around








‹informal›

 remain in or near a place




•
 
I'd like to stick around and watch the game.















2.
 
stick at








‹informal›

 persevere with (a task or endeavor) in a steady and determined way.









3.
 
stick by





a.
 
continue to support or be loyal to (someone), typically during difficult times




•
 
I love him and whatever happens, I'll stick by him.










b.
 
adhere to (a commitment, belief, or rule)




•
 
I will stick by my promise to help them raise funds.















4.
 
stick something on








‹informal›

 place the blame for a mistake or wrongdoing on (someone).









5.
 
stick out






be extremely noticeable




•
 
many important things had happened to him, but one stuck out.















6.
 
stick out for






refuse to accept less than (what one has asked for); persist in demanding (something)




•
 
they offered him a Rover but Vic stuck out for a Jaguar.















7.
 
stick to





a.
 
continue or confine oneself to doing or using (a particular thing)




•
 
I'll stick to bitter lemon, thanks.










b.
 
not move or digress from (a path or a subject).




c.
 
adhere to (a commitment, belief, or rule)




•
 
the government stuck to its election pledges.















8.
 
stick together








‹informal›

 remain united or mutually loyal




•
 
we Europeans must stick together.















9.
 
stick someone/something up








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 rob someone at gunpoint.









10.
 
stick up for






support or defend (a person or cause).









11.
 
stick with

 

‹informal›






a.
 
persevere or continue with




•
 
I'm happy to stick with the present team.










b.
 
another way of saying stick by
 above.















– origin

 Old English 
stician

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
sticken

 ‘embroider,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
stizein

 ‘to prick,’ 
stigma

 ‘a mark’ and Latin 
instigare

 ‘spur on.’ Early senses included ‘pierce’ and ‘remain fixed (by its embedded pointed end).’





stickability

 
/ˌstikəˈbilədē/






noun






‹informal›

 a person's ability to persevere with something; staying power




•
 
the secret of success is stickability.



















stickball

 
/ˈstikˌbôl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an informal game resembling baseball, played with a stick and a (usually rubber) ball.













stickbuilt

 
/ˈstikbilt/






adjective




(of houses or other buildings) built piece-by-piece on the premises, rather than constructed from prefabricated units.













sticker

 
/ˈstikər/






noun



1.
 
an adhesive label or notice, generally printed or illustrated.




2.
 
short for sticker price
 .














sticker price

 
/ˈstikər ˌprīs/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the advertised retail price of an item, especially the price listed on a sticker attached to the window of a new automobile.













sticker shock






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 shock or dismay experienced by the potential buyers of a particular product on discovering its high or increased price




•
 
drugstore consumers are feeling the pain of sticker shock as never before.



















stickhandle

 
/ˈstikˌhandl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (as 
noun

 
stickhandling

 )


1.
 
(in hockey and other games) control the puck or ball with one's stick.








II.
 
derivatives





stickhandler






noun





















stickie

 
/ˈstikē/






noun




informal term for Post-it
 .













sticking plaster

 
/ˈstikiNG ˌplastər/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an adhesive bandage, available in a roll or as individual patches.













sticking point

 
/ˈstikiNG ˌpoint/






noun




an obstacle to progress toward an agreement or goal




•
 
job security has emerged as a key sticking point in negotiations.



















stick insect

 
/ˈstik ˌinˌsekt/






noun




another term for walking stick
 (
sense

 2).













stick-in-the-mud

 
/ˈstik in T͟Hə ˌməd/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is dull and unadventurous and who resists change.













stickleback

 
/ˈstikəlˌbak/





I.
 
noun




a small fish with sharp spines along its back, able to live in both salt and fresh water and found in both Eurasia and North America.

[Family 
Gasterosteidae

 : several genera and species, including the common and widespread 
three-spined stickleback

 (
Gasterosteus aculeatus

 ).]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old English 
sticel

 ‘thorn, sting’ + 
bæc

 ‘back.’





stickler

 
/ˈstik(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who insists on a certain quality or type of behavior




•
 


a stickler for

 accuracy




•
 
a stickler when it comes to timekeeping.










2.
 
a difficult problem; a conundrum.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘umpire’): from obsolete 
stickle

 ‘be umpire,’ alteration of obsolete 
stightle

 ‘to control,’ frequentative of Old English 
stiht(i)an

 ‘set in order.’





stick-nest rat






noun




a fluffy-haired gregarious Australian rat that builds nests of interwoven sticks.

[Genus 
Leporillus

 , family 
Muridae

 : two species, in particular 
L. conditor

 .]













stickpin

 
/ˈstikˌpin/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a straight pin with an ornamental head, worn to keep a tie in place or as a brooch.













stickseed

 
/ˈstiksēd/






noun




a plant of the borage family that bears small barbed seeds.

[Genera 
Hackelia

 and 
Lappula

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 : several species, in particular 
H. floribunda

 , which resembles a forget-me-not.]













stick shift

 
/stik SHift/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a manual transmission.













stick-to-itiveness

 
/ˌstikˈto͞oidivnəs/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 perseverance; persistence.













stickum

 
/ˈstikəm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sticky or adhesive substance; gum or paste.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the verb stick
 2
 + 
-um

 (representing the pronoun 
them

 ).





stickup

 
/ˈstikˌəp/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an armed robbery in which a gun is used to threaten people.













stickweed

 
/ˈstikwēd/






noun






(US)

 any of a number of North American plants with hooked or barbed seeds, e.g., ragweed.













sticky

 
/ˈstikē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending or designed to stick to things on contact or covered with something that sticks




•
 
her sticky bubblegum




•
 
sticky tape.










2.
 
(of a substance) glutinous; viscous




•
 
the dough should be moist but not sticky.










3.
 
(of prices, interest rates, or wages) slow to change or react to change.




4.
 
(of the weather) hot and damp; muggy




•
 
it was an unusually hot and sticky summer.










5.
 
damp with sweat




•
 
she felt hot and sticky and changed her clothes.










6.
 


‹informal›

 involving problems; difficult or awkward




•
 
the relationship is going through a sticky patch.










7.
 
(of a website or its content) attracting a long visit or repeat visits from users




•
 
make your site as sticky as possible to keep visitors there longer




•
 
more and more often, web designers focus on the need to add sticky features to their sites.










8.
 
(of a thread on an Internet message board) set to remain at the top of the other threads regardless of when it was last updated




•
 
a sticky thread is now live on the forum.










9.
 


‹informal›

 long-lasting or persistent




•
 
his new nickname has proved to be surprisingly sticky.














II.
 
noun




(on an Internet message board) a thread containing important information that is set to remain at the top of the other threads regardless of when it was last updated.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
sticky fingers








‹informal›

 a propensity to steal.









2.
 
sticky wicket






see wicket
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stickily

 
/ˈstikəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stickiness

 
/ˈstikēnəs /






noun





















stickybeak

 
/ˈstikēˌbēk /

 

‹Austral./NZ informal›






I.
 
noun




an inquisitive and prying person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pry into other people's affairs




•
 
I don't mean to stickybeak, but when is he going to leave?



















sticky end






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an end of a DNA double helix at which a few unpaired nucleotides of one strand extend beyond the other.













sticky-fingered

 
/ˌstikēˈfiNGɡərd/






adjective






‹informal›

 given to stealing




•
 
a sticky-fingered con artist.



















stiction

 
/ˈstikSHən/






noun






[Physics]

 the friction that tends to prevent stationary surfaces from being set in motion.













Stieglitz, Alfred

 
/ˈstēɡlits/






(1864–1946), US photographer; husband of Georgia O'Keeffe. He pioneered the establishment of photography as a fine art in the US. He gained an international reputation in the 1890s when he experimented with such innovations as night-time photography.









stifado

 
/stiˈfädō/





I.
 
noun




a Greek dish of meat stewed with onions and sometimes tomatoes.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
stiphado

 .






stiff

 
/stif/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not easily bent or changed in shape; rigid




•
 
a stiff black collar




•
 
stiff cardboard.










2.
 
(of a semiliquid substance) viscous; thick




•
 
add wheat until the mixture is quite stiff.










3.
 
not moving as freely as is usual or desirable; difficult to turn or operate




•
 
a stiff drawer




•
 
the faucet in the shower is a little stiff.










4.
 
(of a person or part of the body) unable to move easily and without pain




•
 
he was stiff from sitting on the desk




•
 
a stiff back.










5.
 
(of a person or their manner) not relaxed or friendly; constrained




•
 
she greeted him with stiff politeness.










6.
 
severe or strong




•
 
they face stiff fines and a possible jail sentence




•
 
a stiff increase in taxes.










7.
 
(of a wind) blowing strongly




•
 
a stiff breeze stirring the lake.










8.
 
requiring strength or effort; difficult




•
 
a long stiff climb up the bare hillside.










9.
 
(of an alcoholic drink) strong




•
 
a stiff measure of brandy.










10.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
stiff with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 full of




•
 
the place is stiff with alarm systems.










11.
 
(
—— stiff

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 having a specified unpleasant feeling to an extreme extent




•
 
she was scared stiff




•
 
I was bored stiff with my project.










12.
 


[Bridge]

 a card that is the only one of its suit in a hand




•
 
two red aces and a stiff club.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a dead body.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a boring, conventional person




•
 
ordinary working stiffs in respectable offices.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a fellow; an ordinary person




•
 
the lucky stiff!














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 cheat (someone) out of something, especially money




•
 
several workers were stiffed out of their pay.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fail to leave (someone) a tip.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 ignore deliberately; snub.




4.
 


‹informal›

 fail to appear for a promised engagement or appointment




•
 
he stiffed us and didn't show up.










5.
 


‹informal›

 kill




•
 
I want to get those pigs who stiffed your doctor.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be unsuccessful




•
 
as soon as he began singing about the wife and kids, his albums stiffed.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
stiff as a board








‹informal›

 (of a person or part of the body) extremely stiff.









2.
 
a stiff upper lip






a quality of uncomplaining stoicism




•
 
senior managers had to keep a stiff upper lip and remain optimistic.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stiffish






adjective













2.
 
stiffly

 
/ˈstiflē /






adverb













3.
 
stiffness

 
/ˈstifnis /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stīf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stijf

 .





stiff-arm

 
/ˈstif ˌärm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tackle or fend off (a person) by extending an arm rigidly.













stiffen

 
/ˈstifən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become stiff or rigid


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he stiffened his knees in an effort to prevent them from trembling




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
my back 
stiffens up

 and I can't bend.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — support or strengthen (a garment or fabric), typically by adding tape or an adhesive layer.




3.
 
make or become stronger or more steadfast


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
outrage over the murders stiffened the government's resolve to confront the Mafia




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the regime's resistance stiffened.














II.
 
derivatives





stiffener

 
/ˈstif(ə)nər /






noun





















stiffening

 
/ˈstif(ə)niNG/






noun




material used to stiffen a garment, fabric, or other object.













stiff-necked

 
/ˈstif ˈˌnekt/






adjective




(of a person or their behavior) haughty and stubborn.













stifftail

 
/ˈstiftāl /

 
stiff-tailed duck






noun




a diving duck with a stiff tail of pointed feathers, often held up at an angle.

[Family 
Anatidae

 : four genera, in particular 
Oxyura

 , and several species, e.g., the ruddy duck.]













stiffy

 
/ˈstifē /

 
stiffie






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an erection of a man's penis.













stifle1


 
/ˈstīfəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) unable to breathe properly; suffocate




•
 
those in the streets were stifled by the fumes.










2.
 
restrain (a reaction) or stop oneself acting on (an emotion)




•
 
she stifled a giggle




•
 
she stifled a desire to turn and flee




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stifled

 )
 
she gave a stifled cry of disappointment.










3.
 
prevent or constrain (an activity or idea)




•
 
high taxes were stifling private enterprise.














II.
 
derivatives





stifler

 
/-f(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from a frequentative of Old French 
estouffer

 ‘smother, stifle.’





stifle2


 
/ˈstīfəl /

 
stifle joint





I.
 
noun




a joint in the legs of horses, dogs, and other animals, equivalent to the knee in humans.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





stifle bone

 
/ˈstīfəl bōn/






noun




the bone in front of a stifle.













stifling

 
/ˈstīf(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of heat, air, or a room) very hot and causing difficulties in breathing; suffocating




•
 
stifling heat.










2.
 
making one feel constrained or oppressed




•
 
the stifling formality of her family life.














II.
 
derivatives





stiflingly

 
/-f(ə)liNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a stiflingly hot day




























stigma

 
/ˈstiɡmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark of disgrace associated with a particular circumstance, quality, or person




•
 
the stigma of mental disorder




•
 
to be a nonreader carries a social stigma.










2.
 
(
stigmata

 )
 — (in Christian tradition) marks corresponding to those left on Jesus’ body by the Crucifixion, said to have been impressed by divine favor on the bodies of St. Francis of Assisi and others.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a visible sign or characteristic of a disease.




4.
 
a mark or spot on the skin.




5.
 


[Botany]

 (in a flower) the part of a pistil that receives the pollen during pollination.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a mark made by pricking or branding): via Latin from Greek 
stigma

 ‘a mark made by a pointed instrument, a dot’; related to stick
 1
 .





stigmaria

 
/ˌstiɡˈmerēə/





I.
 
noun






[Paleontology]

 a fossilized root of a giant lycopod, common in Carboniferous coal measures.

[Class 
Lycopsida

 , in particular the genera 
Lepidodendron

 and 
Sigillaria

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





stigmarian






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stigma

 , with reference to the scars where rootlets were attached, covering the fossils.






stigmatic

 
/stiɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a stigma or stigmas, in particular constituting or conveying a mark of disgrace.




2.
 
another term for anastigmatic
 .








II.
 
noun




a person bearing stigmata.








III.
 
derivatives





stigmatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘(person) marked with a blemish or deformity’): from Latin 
stigma

 , 
stigmat-

 + -ic
 .





stigmatist

 
/ˈstiɡmədəst/






noun




another term for stigmatic
 .













stigmatize

 
/ˈstiɡməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be stigmatized

 )
 — describe or regard as worthy of disgrace or great disapproval




•
 
the institution 
was stigmatized as

 a last resort for the destitute.










2.
 
mark with stigmata.








II.
 
derivatives





stigmatization

 
/ˌstiɡmədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌstiɡməˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘mark with a brand’): from French 
stigmatiser

 or medieval Latin 
stigmatizare

 , from Greek 
stigmatizein

 , from 
stigma

 (see stigma
 ).





stilb

 
/stilb/





I.
 
noun




a unit of luminance equal to one candela per square centimeter.











– origin

 1940s: from French, from Greek 
stilbein

 ‘to glitter.’






stilbene

 
/ˈstilbēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic aromatic hydrocarbon that forms phosphorescent crystals and is used in dye manufacture.

[Alternative name: 
trans

 -1,2-diphenylethene; chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CHCHC6
 H5
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
stilbein

 ‘to glitter’ + -ene
 .






stilbestrol

 
/stilˈbesˌtrôl, -ˌträl /

 


‹Brit.›

 stilboestrol





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a powerful synthetic estrogen used in hormone therapy, as a postcoital contraceptive, and as a growth-promoting agent for livestock.











– origin

 1930s: from stilbene
 + estrus
 + -ol
 .





stile1


 
/stīl/





I.
 
noun




an arrangement of steps that allows people but not animals to climb over a fence or wall.











– origin

 Old English 
stigel

 , from a Germanic root meaning ‘to climb.’






stile2


 
/stīl/





I.
 
noun




a vertical piece in the frame of a paneled door or sash window.

Compare with rail
 1
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Dutch 
stijl

 ‘pillar, doorpost.’





Stiles, Ezra

 
/stīlz/






(1727–95), US scholar, teacher, lawyer, and minister. A Congregational minister in Newport, Rhode Island 1755–86, he was the president of Yale College 1778–95 and a founder of Rhode Island College (later Brown University) in 1764.










stiletto

 
/stəˈledō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short dagger with a tapering blade.




2.
 
a sharp-pointed tool for making eyelet holes.




3.
 
(also 
stiletto heel

 )
 — a thin, high, tapering heel on a woman's shoe


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the rapid click of stiletto heels on pavement.










4.
 
a shoe with a stiletto heel.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, diminutive of 
stilo

 ‘dagger.’






still1


 
/stil/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not moving or making a sound




•
 
the still body of the young man




•
 
the sheriff commanded him to 
stand still

 and drop the gun




•
 
she sat very still, her eyes closed.




•
 
he lay still, unable to move.










2.
 
(of air or water) undisturbed by wind, sound, or current; calm and tranquil




•
 
her voice carried on the still air




•
 
a still autumn day.










3.
 
(of a drink) not effervescent.

Compare with sparkling
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
deep silence and calm; stillness




•
 
the still of the night.










2.
 
an ordinary static photograph as opposed to a motion picture, especially a single shot from a movie.








III.
 
adverb



1.
 
up to and including the present or the time mentioned; even now (or then) as formerly




•
 
he still lives with his mother




•
 
it was still raining.










2.
 
referring to something that will or may happen in the future




•
 
we could still win.










3.
 
nevertheless; all the same




•
 
I'm afraid he's crazy. Still, he's harmless.










4.
 
even (used with comparatives for emphasis)




•
 
write, or better still, type, captions for the pictures




•
 
Hank, already sweltering, began to sweat still more profusely.














IV.
 
verb




make or become still; quieten


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she raised her hand, stilling Erica's protests




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the din in the hall stilled.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
still and all








‹informal›

 nevertheless; even so.









2.
 
still small voice






the voice of one's conscience (with reference to 1 Kings 19:12).









3.
 
still waters run deep








‹proverb›

 a quiet or placid manner may conceal a more passionate nature.












VI.
 
derivatives





stillness

 
/ˈstilnis /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stille

 (adjective and adverb), 
stillan

 (verb), from a base meaning ‘be fixed, stand.’





still2


 
/stil/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for distilling alcoholic drinks such as whiskey.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from the rare verb 
still

 ‘extract by distillation,’ shortening of distill
 .





stillage

 
/ˈstilij/





I.
 
noun




a wooden rack or pallet for holding stored goods off the floor or separating goods in transit.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a stand for casks): apparently from Dutch 
stellagie

 ‘scaffold,’ from 
stellen

 ‘to place.’





stillbirth

 
/ˈstilˌbərTH/






noun




the birth of an infant that has died in the womb (strictly, after having survived through at least the first 28 weeks of pregnancy, earlier instances being regarded as abortion or miscarriage).













stillborn

 
/ˈstilˌbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
(of an infant) born dead.




2.
 
(of a proposal or plan) having failed to develop or succeed; unrealized




•
 
the proposed wealth tax was stillborn.



















still-hunt

 
/ˈstilhənt /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
still-hunting

 )


1.
 
hunt game stealthily; stalk.








II.
 
noun

 — (
still hunt

 )


1.
 
a stealthy hunt for game.














still life

 
/ˈstil ˌlīf/






noun



1.
 
a painting or drawing of an arrangement of objects, typically including fruit and flowers and objects contrasting with these in texture, such as bowls and glassware.




2.
 
still life as a genre of painting or drawing.













stillroom

 
/ˈstilro͞om ˈstilˌro͝om/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a room in a large house used by the housekeeper for the storage of preserves, cakes, and liqueurs and the preparation of tea and coffee.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: a term used earlier for a room in a house where a still was kept for the distillation of perfumes and cordials.





Stillson

 
/ˈstilsən /

 
Stillson wrench





I.
 
noun




a large wrench with jaws that tighten as pressure is increased.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Daniel C. 
Stillson

 (1830–99), its US inventor.





Stillwater

 
/ˈstilˌwätər, -ˌwätər/






a city in north central Oklahoma, home to Oklahoma State University; pop. 47,653 (est. 2008).









stilly

 

‹literary›






I.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˈstiˌlē /



1.
 
quietly and with little movement




•
 
the birds rested stilly.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈstiˌlē /



1.
 
still and quiet




•
 
the stilly night.




















stilt

 
/stilt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
either of a pair of upright poles with supports for the feet enabling the user to walk at a distance above the ground.




2.
 
each of a set of posts or piles supporting a building above the ground.




3.
 
a small, flat, three-pointed support for ceramic ware in a kiln.




4.
 
a long-billed wading bird with predominantly black and white plumage and long slender reddish legs.

[Family 
Recurvirostridae

 : two genera, in particular 
Himantopus

 , and several species.]








II.
 
phrases





on stilts





a.
 
supported by stilts.




b.
 
(of language) bombastic or stilted




•
 
he is talking nonsense on stilts, and he knows it.





















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stelt

 and German 
Stelze

 . 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 18th cent.





stilt bug






noun




a plant bug with very long slender legs.

[Family 
Berytidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : many genera.]













stilted

 
/ˈstiltəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a manner of talking or writing) stiff and self-conscious or unnatural




•
 
we made stilted conversation.










2.
 
standing on stilts




•
 
villages of stilted houses.










3.
 


[Architecture]

 (of an arch) with pieces of upright masonry between the imposts and the springers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stiltedly

 
/ˈstiltədlē /






adverb













2.
 
stiltedness

 
/ˈstiltədnəs /






noun





















Stilton

 
/ˈstiltn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of strong rich cheese, often with blue veins, originally made at various places in Leicestershire, England.











– origin

 so named because it was formerly sold to travelers at a coaching inn in Stilton, England.






Stilwell, Joseph Warren

 
/ˈstilˌwel/






(1883–1946), US army officer; known as 
Uncle Joe

 or 
Vinegar Joe

 . He commanded US troops in the China-Burma-India theater 1942–44, US army ground forces under Douglas MacArthur in 1945, and the US 10th Army in the Pacific 1945–46.









Stimson, Henry Lewis

 
/ˈstimsən/






(1867–1950), US lawyer and statesman. He served five presidents—as secretary of war under President Taft 1911–13, as governor-general of the Philippines under President Coolidge 1927–29, as secretary of state under President Hoover 1929–33, as secretary of war under President Franklin D. Roosevelt 1940–45, and as chief adviser on atomic policy under Presidents Roosevelt and Truman.









stimulant

 
/ˈstimyələnt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance that raises levels of physiological or nervous activity in the body.




2.
 
something that increases activity, interest, or enthusiasm in a specified field




•
 
population growth is a major stimulant to industrial development.














II.
 
adjective




raising levels of physiological or nervous activity in the body




•
 
caffeine has stimulant effects on the heart.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
stimulant-

 ‘urging, goading,’ from the verb 
stimulare

 .





stimulate

 
/ˈstimyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise levels of physiological or nervous activity in (the body or any biological system)




•
 
the women are given fertility drugs to stimulate their ovaries.










2.
 
encourage interest or activity in (a person or animal)




•
 
the reader could not fail to be stimulated by the ideas presented.










3.
 
encourage development of or increased activity in (a state or process)




•
 
the courses stimulate a passion for learning




•
 
tax changes designed to stimulate economic growth.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stimulable

 
/-ləbəl /






adjective













2.
 
stimulation

 
/ˌstimyəˈlāSHən /






noun













3.
 
stimulative

 
/ˈstimyəˌlādiv ˈstimyələdiv /






adjective













4.
 
stimulator

 
/ˈstimyəˌlādər /






noun













5.
 
stimulatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sting, afflict’): from Latin 
stimulat-

 ‘urged, goaded,’ from the verb 
stimulare

 .





stimulating

 
/ˈstimyəˌlādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




encouraging or arousing interest or enthusiasm




•
 
a rich and stimulating working environment.














II.
 
derivatives





stimulatingly






adverb





















stimulus

 
/ˈstimyələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing or event that evokes a specific functional reaction in an organ or tissue




•
 
areas of the brain which respond to auditory stimuli.










2.
 
a thing that rouses activity or energy in someone or something; a spur or incentive




•
 
if the tax were abolished, it would act as a stimulus to exports.










3.
 
an interesting and exciting quality




•
 
she loved the stimulus of the job.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘goad, spur, incentive.’






sting

 
/stiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small sharp-pointed organ at the end of the abdomen of bees, wasps, ants, and scorpions, capable of inflicting a painful or dangerous wound by injecting poison.




2.
 
any of a number of minute hairs or other organs of plants, jellyfishes, etc., that inject a poisonous or irritating fluid when touched.




3.
 
a wound from the sting of an insect or plant




•
 
a wasp or bee sting.










4.
 
a sharp tingling or burning pain or sensation




•
 
I felt 
the sting of

 the cold, bitter air.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a hurtful quality or effect




•
 
she smiled to take the sting out of her words.










6.
 


‹informal›

 a carefully planned operation, typically one involving deception




•
 
five blackmailers were jailed last week after they were snared in a police sting.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — wound or pierce with a sting




•
 
he was stung by a jellyfish




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a nettle stings if you brush it lightly.










2.
 
feel or cause to feel a sharp tingling or burning pain or sensation


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her eyes stung




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the brandy stung his throat




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stinging

 )
 
a stinging pain.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (typically of something said) hurt or upset (someone)




•
 
stung by her mockery, Frank hung his head.










4.
 
(
sting someone into

 )
 — provoke someone to do (something) by causing annoyance or offense




•
 
he was stung into action by an article in the paper.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 swindle or exorbitantly overcharge (someone)




•
 
an elaborate fraud that 
stung

 a bank 
for

 thousands.














III.
 
phrases





sting in the tail






an unexpected, typically unpleasant or problematic end to something




•
 
the Budget comes with a sting in the tail—future tax increases.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stingingly






adverb













2.
 
stingless

 
/ˈstiNGləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sting

 (noun), 
stingan

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





stingaree

 
/ˌstiNGəˈrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cinnamon-brown stingray occurring on sand flats in shallow Australian waters.

[
Urolophus testaceus

 , family 
Urolophidae

 .]




2.
 


(US)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 any stingray.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of stingray
 .





stinge

 
/stinj/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a mean or ungenerous person.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: back-formation from stingy
 .





stinger

 
/ˈstiNGər/






noun



1.
 
an insect or animal that stings, such as a bee or jellyfish.




2.
 
the part of an insect or animal that holds a sting.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a painful blow




•
 
he suffered a stinger on his right shoulder.










4.
 
(
Stinger

 )
 — a heat-seeking ground-to-air missile that is launched from the shoulder.













stinging nettle

 
/ˈˌstiNGiNG ˈˌnedl/






noun




a Eurasian nettle covered in minute hairs that inject irritants when they are touched. These include histamine, which causes itching, and acetylcholine, which causes a burning sensation.

[Genus 
Urtica

 , family 
Urticaceae

 : several species, in particular 
U. dioica

 , well established in North America.]














stingray

 
/ˈstiNGˌrā/






noun




a bottom-dwelling marine ray with a flattened diamond-shaped body and a long poisonous serrated spine at the base of the tail.

[Families 
Dasyatidae

 (the 
long-tailed stingrays

 ) and 
Urolophidae

 (the 
short-tailed stingrays

 ): several species, including the long-tailed 
common stingray

 (
Dasyatis centrourus

 ).]














stingy

 
/ˈstinjē/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling to give or spend; ungenerous




•
 
his employer is stingy and idle




•
 
he was 
stingy with

 his information.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stingily

 
/ˈstinjilē /






adverb













2.
 
stinginess

 
/ˈstinjēnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps a dialect variant of the noun sting
 + -y
 1
 .






stink

 
/stiNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have a strong unpleasant smell




•
 
the place stank like a sewer




•
 
his breath 
stank of

 drink.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
stink a place up

 )
 — fill a place with a strong unpleasant smell




•
 
I hope they are not going to stink up the house with curry.










3.
 


‹informal›

 be very unpleasant, contemptible, or scandalous




•
 
the industry's reputation stinks.










4.
 
(
stink of

 )
 — be highly suggestive of (something regarded with disapproval)




•
 
the whole affair stinks of a setup.










5.
 
(
stink of

 )
 — have or appear to have a scandalously large amount of (something, especially money)




•
 
the whole place was luxurious and stank of money.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a strong unpleasant smell; a stench




•
 
the stink of the place hit me as I went in.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a commotion or fuss




•
 
no matter how nice the restaurant is, wacko Meg has to make a big stink and embarrass the rest of us.














III.
 
phrases





like stink








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 extremely hard or intensely




•
 
she's working like stink to get everything ready.





















– origin

 Old English 
stincan

 ; related to Dutch and German 
stinken

 , also to stench
 .





stinkard

 
/ˈstiNGkərd/






noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a smelly or despicable person.




2.
 
a member of a lower social order in some American Indian communities.













stink bomb

 
/stiNGk bäm/






noun




a small bomb that emits a strong and unpleasant smell when exploded.














stink bug

 
/stiNGk bəɡ/






noun




a broad shield-shaped bug that is typically brightly colored or boldly marked. It emits a foul smell when handled or molested.

[
Pentatomidae

 and other families, suborder 
Heteroptera

 .]













stinker

 
/ˈstiNGkər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person or thing that smells very bad.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a very bad or unpleasant person or thing




•
 
have those little stinkers been bullying you?










3.
 


‹informal›

 a difficult task




•
 
Tackled the crossword yet? It's a stinker.



















stinkhorn

 
/ˈstiNGkˌhôrn/






noun




a widely distributed fungus that has a tall whitish stem with a rounded greenish-brown gelatinous head that turns into a foul-smelling slime containing the spores.

[Family 
Phallaceae

 , class 
Gasteromycetes

 : many species, including the common European 
Phallus impudicus

 .]













stinking

 
/ˈstiNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
foul-smelling




•
 
he was locked in a stinking cell.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very bad or unpleasant




•
 
a stinking cold.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 extremely




•
 
she is obviously stinking rich




•
 
I want to get stinking drunk and forget.














III.
 
derivatives





stinkingly






adverb






















stinking cedar






noun




a tree of the yew family found only in Florida, with fetid leaves, branches, and timber.

Also called Florida torreya
 . [
Torreya taxifolia

 , family 
Taxaceae

 .]














stinking smut






noun




another term for bunt
 2
 .













stinko

 
/ˈstiNGkō/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 extremely drunk




•
 
they took three-hour lunches and came back stinko.










2.
 


‹informal›

 worthless or contemptible




•
 
the plot and cast of characters are just plain stinko.




















stinkpot

 
/ˈstiNGkpät/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an unpleasant person (used as a term of abuse).




2.
 
a vehicle that emits foul-smelling exhaust fumes, especially a motorboat as opposed to a sailboat.




3.
 
another term for musk turtle
 .













stinkweed

 
/ˈstiNGkwēd/






noun




any of a number of plants with a strong or fetid smell, e.g., jimson weed.













stinkwood

 
/ˈstiNGkwo͝od/






noun




any of a number of trees that yield timber with an unpleasant odor, in particular

[● a South African tree (
Ocotea bullata

 , family 
Lauraceae

 ). ● a New Zealand tree (
Coprosoma foetidissima

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 ).]













stinky

 
/ˈstiNGkē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 having a strong or unpleasant smell




•
 
stinky cigarette smoke.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very disagreeable and unpleasant




•
 
a stinky job.



















stint1


 
/stint/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 often with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
supply an ungenerous or inadequate amount of (something)




•
 
stowage room hasn't been stinted.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be economical or frugal about spending or providing something




•
 
he doesn't 
stint on

 wining and dining.










3.
 
restrict (someone) in the amount of something (especially money) given or permitted




•
 
to avoid having to stint yourself, budget in advance.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's fixed or allotted period of work




•
 
his varied career included a stint as a magician.










2.
 
limitation of supply or effort




•
 
a collector with an eye for quality and the means to indulge it 
without stint

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
styntan

 ‘make blunt,’ of Germanic origin; related to stunt
 1
 .





stint2


 
/stint/





I.
 
noun




a small short-legged sandpiper of northern Eurasia and Alaska, with a brownish back and white underparts.

[Genus 
Calidris

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : four species.]











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





stip.






abbreviation



1.
 
stipend.




2.
 
stipulation.














stipe

 
/stīp/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a stalk or stem, especially the stem of a seaweed or fungus or the stalk of a fern frond.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
stipes

 (see stipes
 ).






stipend

 
/ˈstīˌpend/





I.
 
noun




a fixed regular sum paid as a salary or allowance.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
stipendie

 or Latin 
stipendium

 , from 
stips

 ‘wages’ + 
pendere

 ‘to pay.’





stipendiary

 
/stīˈpendēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
receiving a stipend; working for payment rather than on a voluntary, unpaid basis




•
 
stipendiary clergy.










2.
 
of, relating to, or of the nature of a stipend




•
 
stipendiary obligations.














II.
 
noun




a person receiving a stipend.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
stipendiarius

 , from 
stipendium

 (see stipend
 ).






stipes

 
/ˈstīpēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a part or organ resembling a stalk, especially the second joint of the maxilla of an insect.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 more technical term for stipe
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘log, tree trunk.’





stipitate

 
/ˈstipəˌtāt/






adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 (especially of a fungus) having a stipe or a stipes.













stipple

 
/ˈstipəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in drawing, painting, and engraving) mark (a surface) with numerous small dots or specks


(as 
noun

 
stippling

 )


•
 
the miniaturist's use of stippling.










2.
 
produce a decorative effect on (paint or other material) by roughening its surface when it is wet.








II.
 
noun




the process or technique of stippling a surface, or the effect so created.








III.
 
derivatives





stippler

 
/ˈstip(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
stippelen

 , frequentative of 
stippen

 ‘to prick,’ from 
stip

 ‘a point.’





stipulate1


 
/ˈstēpyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demand or specify (a requirement), typically as part of a bargain or agreement




•
 
he stipulated certain conditions before their marriage




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stipulated

 )
 
the stipulated time has elapsed.














II.
 
derivatives





stipulator

 
/ˈstipyəlādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
stipulat-

 ‘demanded as a formal promise,’ from the verb 
stipulari

 .





stipulate2


 
/ˈstēpyəˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a leaf or plant) having stipules.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
stipula

 (see stipule
 ) + -ate
 2
 .





stipulation

 
/ˌstipyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




a condition or requirement that is specified or demanded as part of an agreement




•
 
they donated their collection of prints with the stipulation that they never be publicly exhibited.




















stipule

 
/ˈstipyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a small leaflike appendage to a leaf, typically borne in pairs at the base of the leaf stalk.








II.
 
derivatives





stipular

 
/ˈstipyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
stipule

 or Latin 
stipula

 ‘straw.’






stir1


 
/stər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move a spoon or other implement around in (a liquid or other substance) in order to mix it thoroughly




•
 
stir the batter until it is just combined.










2.
 
(
stir something in/into

 )
 — add an ingredient to (a liquid or other substance) by mixing it in with a spoon or other implement




•
 
stir in the flour and cook gently for two minutes.










3.
 
move or cause to move slightly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
nothing stirred except the wind




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a gentle breeze stirred the leaves




•
 
cloudiness is caused by the fish 
stirring up

 mud.










4.
 
(of a person or animal) rise or wake from sleep




•
 
no one else had stirred yet.










5.
 
(
stir from

 )
 — (of a person) leave or go out of (a place)




•
 
as he grew older, he seldom stirred from his apartment.










6.
 
begin or cause to begin to be active or to develop


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the 1960s, when the civil rights movement stirred




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a voice 
stirred

 her 
from

 her reverie




•
 
he even 
stirred himself

 to play an encore.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — arouse strong feelings in (someone); move or excite




•
 
they will be 
stirred to

 action by what is written




•
 
he 
stirred up

 the sweating crowd.










8.
 
arouse or prompt (a feeling or memory) or inspire (the imagination)




•
 
the story stirred many memories of my childhood




•
 
the rumors had 
stirred up

 his anger.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slight physical movement




•
 
I stood, straining eyes and ears for the faintest stir.










2.
 
a commotion




•
 
the event caused quite a stir.










3.
 
an initial sign of a specified feeling




•
 
Caroline felt a stir of anger deep within her breast.










4.
 
an act of mixing food or drink with a spoon or other implement




•
 
he gives his chocolate milk a stir.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
stir someone's blood






make someone excited or enthusiastic.









2.
 
stir one's stumps






[often in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 (of a person) begin to move or act.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





stir something up






cause or provoke trouble or bad feeling




•
 
he accused me of trying to stir up trouble.





















– origin

 Old English 
styrian

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
stören

 ‘disturb.’





stir2


 
/stər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 prison




•
 
I've spent twenty-eight years 
in stir

 .

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Romany 
sturbin

 ‘jail.’





stirabout

 
/ˈstərəˌbout/






noun






(chiefly Irish)

 porridge made by stirring oatmeal in boiling water or milk.













stir-crazy

 
/ˈstər ˌkrāzē/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 psychologically disturbed, especially as a result of being confined or imprisoned.













stir-fry

 
/ˈstər ˌfrī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fry (meat, fish, or vegetables) rapidly over a high heat while stirring briskly


(as 
adj.

 
stir-fried

 )


•
 
stir-fried beef.














II.
 
noun




a stir-fried dish.













stirk

 
/stərk/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a yearling bullock or heifer.











– origin

 Old English 
stirc

 , perhaps from 
stēor

 ‘steer’ + 
-oc

 (see -ock
 ).





Stirling engine

 
/ˈstərliNG ˌenjən/






noun




a machine used to provide power or refrigeration, operating on a closed cycle in which a working fluid is cyclically compressed and expanded at different temperatures.













stirrer

 
/ˈstərər/






noun



1.
 
an object or mechanical device used for stirring something.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who deliberately causes trouble between others by spreading rumors or gossip.













stirring

 
/ˈstəriNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing great excitement or strong emotion; rousing




•
 
stirring songs.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 moving briskly; active.








II.
 
noun




an initial sign of activity, movement, or emotion




•
 
the first stirrings of anger.














III.
 
derivatives





stirringly

 
/ˈstəriNGlē /






adverb






















stirrup

 
/ˈstirəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a pair of devices attached to each side of a horse's saddle, in the form of a loop with a flat base to support the rider's foot.




2.
 
(
stirrups

 )
 — a pair of metal supports in which a woman's heels may be placed during gynecological examinations and childbirth, to hold her legs in a position that will facilitate medical examination or intervention.




3.
 
(also 
stirrup bone

 )
 — another term for stapes
 .




4.
 
(
stirrups

 )
 — short for stirrup pants
 .











– origin

 Old English 
stigrāp

 , from the Germanic base of obsolete 
sty

 ‘climb’ + rope
 .





stirrup cup

 
/ˈstirəp ˌkəp/






noun




a cup of wine or other alcoholic drink offered to a person on horseback who is about to depart on a journey.













stirrup iron






noun




the metal loop of a stirrup, in which the rider's foot rests.














stirrup leather

 
/ˈstirəp ˌleT͟Hər/






noun




the strap attaching a stirrup iron to a saddle.














stirrup pants






plural noun




a pair of women's or girls' stretch pants with a band of elastic at the bottom of each leg that passes under the arch of the foot.













stirrup pump

 
/ˈstirəp ˌpəmp/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a portable hand-operated water pump with a footrest resembling a stirrup, used to extinguish small fires.













stishovite

 
/ˈstiSHəˌvīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral that is a dense polymorph of silica and is formed at very high pressures, especially in meteorite craters.











– origin

 1960s: from the name of Sergei M. 
Stishov

 , 20th-cent. Russian chemist, + -ite
 1
 .





stitch

 
/stiCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loop of thread or yarn resulting from a single pass or movement of the needle in sewing, knitting, or crocheting.




2.
 
a loop of thread used to join the edges of a wound or surgical incision




•
 
a neck wound requiring forty stitches.










3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a method of sewing, knitting, or crocheting producing a particular pattern or design




•
 
basic embroidery stitches.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 the smallest item of clothing




•
 
a man answered the door without a stitch on.










5.
 
a sudden sharp pain in the side of the body, caused by strenuous exercise




•
 
she ran with a stitch in her side.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make, mend, or join (something) with stitches




•
 
stitch a plain seam with right sides together




•
 
they stitched the cut on her face




•
 (
stitched

 )
 
hand-stitched English dresses.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in stitches








‹informal›

 laughing uncontrollably




•
 
his unique brand of droll self-mockery 
had

 his audiences 
in stitches

 .















2.
 
a stitch in time saves nine








‹proverb›

 if you sort out a problem immediately it may save a lot of extra work later.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stitcher

 
/ˈstiCHər /






noun













2.
 
stitchery






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stice

 ‘a puncture, stabbing pain,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Stich

 ‘a sting, prick,’ also to stick
 2
 . The sense ‘loop’ (in sewing, etc.) arose in Middle English.





stitch and bitch

 
stitch 'n' bitch






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a social gathering during which the participants chat or gossip while engaging in knitting or needlework




•
 
her grand designs for the shop involve a trendy makeover and the introduction of a Tuesday night stitch-and-bitch session.



















stitchbird

 
/ˈstiCHˌbərd/






noun




a rare New Zealand honeyeater with mainly dark brown or blackish plumage and a sharp call that resembles the word “stitch.”

[
Notiomystis cincta

 , family 
Meliphagidae

 .]













stitching

 
/ˈstiCHiNG/






noun



1.
 
a row of stitches sewn onto cloth




•
 
the gloves were white with black stitching.










2.
 
the action or work of stitching or sewing




•
 
one of the mares cut her leg and it required stitching.



















stitch-up






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an act of placing someone in a position in which they will be wrongly blamed for something, or of manipulating a situation to one's advantage.













stitchwort

 
/ˈstiCHˌwərt ˈstiCHˌwôrt/






noun




a straggling plant of the pink family with a slender stem and white starry flowers. It was formerly thought to cure a stitch in the side.

[Genus 
Stellaria

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 : several species, in particular 
greater stitchwort

 (
S. holostea

 ) and 
lesser stitchwort

 (
S. graminea

 ).]













stiver

 
/ˈstīvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small coin formerly used in the Netherlands, equal to one twentieth of a guilder.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 any coin of low value.




3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a very small or insignificant amount




•
 
they didn't care a stiver.

















– origin

 from Dutch 
stuiver

 , denoting a small coin; probably related to the noun stub
 .





stk.






abbreviation




stock.













STM

 
/ˌes ˌtē ˈem/






abbreviation




scanning tunneling microscope.














stoa

 
/ˈstōə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a classical portico or roofed colonnade.




2.
 
(
the Stoa

 )
 — the great hall in Athens in which the ancient Greek philosopher Zeno gave the founding lectures of the Stoic school of philosophy.











– origin

 Greek.






stoat

 
/stōt/





I.
 
noun




a small carnivorous mammal of the weasel family that has chestnut fur with white underparts and a black-tipped tail. It is native to both Eurasia and North America and in northern areas the coat turns white in winter.

[
Mustela erminea

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





stob

 
/stäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dialect›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 
(US)

 a broken branch or a stump.




2.
 


‹dialect›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 
(US)

 a stake used for fencing.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of stub
 .





stochastic

 
/stəˈkastik/





I.
 
adjective




randomly determined; having a random probability distribution or pattern that may be analyzed statistically but may not be predicted precisely.








II.
 
derivatives





stochastically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
stokhastikos

 , from 
stokhazesthai

 ‘aim at, guess,’ from 
stokhos

 ‘aim.’






stock

 
/stäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the goods or merchandise kept on the premises of a business or warehouse and available for sale or distribution




•
 
the store has a very low turnover of stock




•
 
buy now, while stocks last!




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
stock shortages.










2.
 
a supply or quantity of something accumulated or available for future use




•
 
I need to replenish my 
stock of

 wine




•
 
fish stocks are being dangerously depleted.










3.
 
farm animals such as cattle, pigs, and sheep, bred and kept for their meat or milk; livestock.




4.
 
short for rolling stock
 .




5.
 
(also 
film stock

 )
 — photographic film that has not been exposed or processed.




6.
 
(in some card games) the cards that have not yet been dealt, left on the table to be drawn.




7.
 
the capital raised by a business or corporation through the issue and subscription of shares




•
 
between 1982 and 1986, the value of the company's stock rose by 86%.










8.
 
(also 
stocks

 )
 — shares of stock of a particular company as held by an individual or group as an investment




•
 
she owned $3000 worth of stock.










9.
 
(also 
stocks

 )
 — the shares of a particular company, type of company, or industry




•
 
blue-chip stocks.










10.
 
securities issued by the government in fixed units with a fixed rate of interest




•
 
government gilt-edged stock.










11.
 
a person's reputation or popularity




•
 
I felt I was right, but my stock was low with this establishment.










12.
 
liquid made by cooking bones, meat, fish, or vegetables slowly in water, used as a basis for the preparation of soup, gravy, or sauces




•
 
a pint of chicken stock.










13.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the raw material from which a specified commodity can be manufactured




•
 
the fat can be used as soap stock.










14.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a person's ancestry or line of descent




•
 
her mother was of French stock




•
 
both of them came from peasant stock.










15.
 
a breed, variety, or population of an animal or plant.




16.
 
the trunk or woody stem of a living tree or shrub, especially one into which a graft (scion) is inserted.




17.
 
the perennial part of a herbaceous plant, especially a rhizome.




18.
 
a herbaceous European plant that is widely cultivated for its fragrant flowers, which are typically lilac, pink, or white.

[mid 17th cent.: from 
stock-gillyflower

 .] [Genus 
Matthiola

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species.]




19.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the stocks

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an instrument of punishment consisting of an adjustable wooden structure with holes for securing a person's feet and hands, in which criminals were locked and exposed to public ridicule or assault.




20.
 
the part of a rifle or other firearm to which the barrel and firing mechanism are attached, held against one's shoulder when firing the gun.




21.
 
the crosspiece of an anchor.




22.
 
the handle of something such as a whip or fishing rod.




23.
 
short for headstock
 (
sense

 1).




24.
 
short for tailstock
 .




25.
 
a band of white material tied like a cravat and worn as a part of formal horse-riding dress.




26.
 
a piece of black material worn under a clerical collar.




27.
 
(
stocks

 )
 — a frame used to support a ship or boat out of water, especially when under construction.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a product or type of product) usually kept in stock and thus regularly available for sale




•
 
25 percent off stock items.










2.
 
(of a phrase or expression) so regularly used as to be automatic or hackneyed




•
 
“Two weeks” was the stock reply.










3.
 
denoting a conventional character type or situation that recurs in a particular genre of literature, theater, or film




•
 
the stock characters in every cowboy movie.










4.
 
denoting or relating to cinematic footage that can be regularly used in different productions, typically that of outdoor scenes used to add realism to a production shot in an indoor set.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or keep a supply of (a particular product or type or product) available for sale




•
 
most supermarkets now stock a range of organic produce.










2.
 
provide or fill with goods, items, or a supply of something




•
 
I must 
stock up

 the fridge




•
 (
stocked

 )
 
a well-stocked store.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
stock up

 )
 — amass supplies of something, typically for a particular occasion or purpose




•
 
I'm stocking up for Christmas




•
 
you'd better 
stock up with

 fuel.










4.
 
fit (a rifle or other firearm) with a stock.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in (or out of) stock






(of goods) available (or unavailable) for immediate sale in a store.









2.
 
on the stocks






in construction or preparation




•
 
also on the stocks is a bill to bring about tax relief for these businesses.















3.
 
put stock in






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — have a specified amount of belief or faith in




•
 
I don't put much stock in modern medicine.















4.
 
take stock






review or make an overall assessment of a particular situation, typically as a prelude to making a decision




•
 
he needed a period of peace and quiet in order to 
take stock of

 his life.


















V.
 
derivatives





stockless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
stoc(c)

 ‘trunk, block of wood, post,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stok

 and German 
Stock

 ‘stick.’ The notion ‘store, fund’ (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun and 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun) arose in late Middle English and is of obscure origin, perhaps expressing ‘growth from a central stem’ or ‘firm foundation.’





stockade

 
/stäˈkād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a barrier formed from upright wooden posts or stakes, especially as a defense against attack or as a means of confining animals.




2.
 
an enclosure bound by a barrier formed from upright wooden posts




•
 
we got ashore and into the stockade.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a military prison.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
stockaded

 )


1.
 
enclose (an area) by erecting a stockade.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: shortening of obsolete French 
estocade

 , alteration of 
estacade

 , from Spanish 
estacada

 , from the Germanic base of the noun stake
 1
 .





stockbreeder

 
/ˈstäkˌbrēdər/





I.
 
noun




a farmer who breeds livestock.








II.
 
derivatives





stockbreeding

 
/ˈstäkˌbrēdiNG /






noun





















stock brick






noun




a hard solid brick pressed in a mold.













Stockbridge

 
/ˈstäkbrij/






a resort town in western Massachusetts, in the Berkshire Hills; pop. 2,217 (est. 2008). Tanglewood estate, site of a noted summer music festival, is here.









stockbroker

 
/ˈstäkˌbrōkər/





I.
 
noun




a broker who buys and sells securities on a stock exchange on behalf of clients.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stockbrokerage

 
/-ˌbrōk(ə)rij /






noun













2.
 
stockbroking

 
/ˈstäkˌbrōkiNG /






noun





















stockbroker belt

 
/ˈstäkˌbrōkər belt/






noun






(Brit.)

 an affluent residential area outside a large city.













stock car

 
/ˈstäk ˌkär/






noun



1.
 
an ordinary car that has been modified for racing.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a railroad car for transporting livestock.













stock company

 
/stäk ˈkəmp(ə)nē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a repertory company that is largely based in one theater.













stock dove

 
/ˈstäk ˌdəv/






noun




a gray Eurasian and North African pigeon that resembles a small wood pigeon and nests in holes in trees.

[
Columba oenas

 , family 
Columbidae

 .]













stocker

 
/ˈstäkər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a farm animal, typically a young steer or heifer, destined for slaughter but kept until matured or fattened.




2.
 
a person whose job is to fill the shelves of a store or supermarket with merchandise.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a stock car.













stock exchange






noun



1.
 
a market in which securities are bought and sold




•
 
the company was floated 
on the Stock Exchange

 .










2.
 
(
the Stock Exchange

 )
 — the level of prices in the stock market




•
 
a plunge in the Stock Exchange during the election campaign.



















stockfeed

 
/ˈstäkfēd/






noun




food for livestock




•
 
meat and bonemeal stockfeed has been banned for all livestock.



















stockfish

 
/ˈstäkˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cod or a similar fish split and dried in the open air without salt.




2.
 
a commercially valuable hake of coastal waters of southern Africa.

[
Merluccius capensis

 , family 
Merlucciidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 1): from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
stokvisch

 , of unknown origin; 
sense

 2 (early 19th cent.) from South African Dutch.





Stockhausen, Karlheinz

 
/ˈstäkˌhouzən/






(1928–2007), German composer, an important avant-garde composer and exponent of serialism.









stockholder

 
/ˈstäkˌhōldər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a shareholder.








II.
 
derivatives





stockholding

 
/ˈstäkˌhōldiNG /






noun





















Stockholm

 
/ˈstäkˌhōlm/






the capital of Sweden, a seaport on the eastern coast, on the mainland and on numerous adjacent islands; pop. 810,120 (2008).









Stockholm syndrome





I.
 
noun




feelings of trust or affection felt in certain cases of kidnapping or hostage-taking by a victim toward a captor.











– origin

 1970s: with reference to a bank robbery in Stockholm, Sweden.





Stockholm tar






noun




a kind of tar prepared from resinous pinewood and used especially in shipbuilding and as an ingredient of ointments.













stock horse






noun




a horse that is trained to herd livestock.













stock index futures






plural noun




contracts to buy a range of shares at an agreed price but delivered and paid for later.













stockinette

 
/ˌstäkəˈnet /

 
stockinet





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft, loosely knitted stretch fabric, formerly used for making underwear and now used for cleaning, wrapping, or bandaging.




2.
 
(also 
stockinette stitch

 )
 — a knitting stitch consisting of alternate rows of knit (plain) and purl stitch.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably an alteration of 
stocking-net

 .






stocking

 
/ˈstäkiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a women's garment, typically made of translucent nylon or silk, that fits closely over the foot and is held up by garters or an elasticized strip at the upper thigh.




2.
 
short for Christmas stocking
 .




3.
 


(US)

 
‹archaic›

 a long sock worn by men.




4.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a cylindrical bandage or other medical covering for the leg resembling a stocking, especially an elasticized support used in the treatment of disorders of the veins.




5.
 
a white marking of the lower part of a horse's leg, extending as far as, or just beyond, the knee or hock.








II.
 
phrases





in (one's) stocking feet






without shoes




•
 
she stood five feet ten in her stocking feet.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stockinged

 
/ˈstäkiNGd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
her black-stockinged legs



















2.
 
stockingless






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from stock
 in the dialect sense ‘stocking’ + -ing
 1
 .





stocking cap

 
/ˈstäkiNG kap/






noun




a knitted conical hat with a long tapered end, often bearing a tassel, that hangs down.













stocking mask

 
/ˈstäkiNG mask/






noun




a nylon stocking pulled over the face to disguise the features, used by criminals.













stocking stitch

 
/ˈstäkiNG ˌstiCH/






noun




another term for stockinette
 (
sense

 2).













stocking stuffer

 


‹Brit.›

 stocking filler






noun




a small present suitable for putting in a Christmas stocking.













stock-in-trade

 
/ˈˌstäk ən ˈtrād/






noun



1.
 
the typical subject or commodity a person, company, or profession uses or deals in




•
 
information is our stock-in-trade.










2.
 
qualities, ideas, or behavior characteristic of a person or their work




•
 
flippancy is his stock-in-trade.










3.
 
the goods kept on hand by a business for the purposes of its trade.













stockist

 
/ˈstäkəst/






noun






(Brit.)

 a retailer that stocks goods of a particular type for sale




•
 
one of the country's largest stockists of Italian designer labels.



















stockjobber

 
/ˈstäkˌjäbər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹derogatory›

 a stockbroker.








II.
 
derivatives





stockjobbing

 
/ˈstäkˌjäbiNG /






noun





















stockman

 
/ˈstäkmən ˈstäkˌman/






noun



1.
 
a person who looks after livestock.




2.
 


(US)

 an owner of livestock.




3.
 


(US)

 a person who looks after a stockroom or warehouse.













stock market

 
/ˈstäk ˌmärkət/






noun

 — (usu. 
the stock market

 )


1.
 
a stock exchange.














stock option

 
/stäk ˈäpSHən/






noun




a benefit in the form of an option given by a company to an employee to buy stock in the company at a discount or at a stated fixed price.













stockout

 
/ˈstäkout/






noun




a situation in which an item is out of stock.













stockpile

 
/ˈstäkˌpīl/





I.
 
noun




a large accumulated stock of goods or materials, especially one held in reserve for use at a time of shortage or other emergency.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accumulate a large stock of (goods or materials)




•
 
he claimed that the weapons were being stockpiled.














III.
 
derivatives





stockpiler






noun





















Stockport

 
/ˈstäkˌpôrt/






an industrial town in northwestern England, near Manchester; pop. 133,400 (est. 2009).









stockpot

 
/ˈstäkˌpät/






noun




a pot in which stock for soup is prepared by long, slow cooking.













stockroom

 
/ˈstäkˌro͞om ˈstäkˌro͝om/






noun




a room in which quantities of goods are stored.














stock split

 
/ˈstäk ˌsplit/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an issue of new shares in a company to existing shareholders in proportion to their current holdings.













stock-still

 
/ˈstäk ˈstil/






adverb




without any movement; completely still




•
 
he stood stock-still.



















stock swap






noun



1.
 
acquisition of a company in which payment consists of stock in the buying company.




2.
 
a means of exercising stock options in which shares already owned are traded for a greater number of shares at the exercise price.













stocktaking

 
/ˈstäkˌtākiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of recording the amount of stock held by a business




•
 
the store is closed for stocktaking.










2.
 
the action of reviewing and assessing one's situation and options




•
 
she had some mental stocktaking to do.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stocktake

 
/ˈstäkˌtāk /






noun













2.
 
stocktaker

 
/-ˌtākər /






noun





















Stockton

 
/ˈstäktən/






an industrial city in north central California, a port on the San Joaquin River; pop. 287,037 (est. 2008).









Stockton-on-Tees

 
/ˈstäktən än ˈtēz, ôn/






an industrial town in northeastern England, a port on the Tees River near its mouth on the North Sea; pop. 80,600 (est. 2009).









stock whip

 
/stäk (h)wip/






noun




a whip used for driving cattle.













stocky

 
/ˈstäkē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) broad and sturdily built.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stockily

 
/ˈstäkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stockiness

 
/ˈstäkēnəs /






noun





















stockyard

 
/ˈstäkˌyärd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a large yard containing pens and sheds, typically adjacent to a slaughterhouse, in which livestock is kept and sorted.













stodge

 
/stäj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 food that is heavy, filling, and high in carbohydrates




•
 
she ate her way through a plateful of stodge.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 dull and uninspired material or work.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a verb in the sense ‘stuff to stretching point’): symbolic, suggested by stuff
 and podge
 .





stodgy

 
/ˈstäjē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dull and uninspired




•
 
some of the material is rather stodgy and top-heavy with facts.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of food) heavy, filling, and high in carbohydrates.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 bulky or heavy in appearance




•
 
this stodgy three-story building.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stodgily

 
/ˈstäjəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stodginess

 
/ˈstäjēnəs /






noun






















stoep

 
/sto͞op/





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 a terraced porch in front of a house.











– origin

 Afrikaans, from Dutch; related to step
 .





stog

 
/stäɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — (
be stogged

 )


1.
 


‹dialect›

 
(US)

 be stuck or bogged down




•
 
people are stogged in their misery.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps symbolic and suggested by stick
 2
 and bog
 .





stogie

 
/ˈstōɡē /

 
stogy





I.
 
noun




a long, thin, inexpensive cigar.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally as 
stoga

 ): from 
Conestoga

 , because the cigars are thought to have been smoked by the drivers of Conestoga wagons.





stoic

 
/ˈstōik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who can endure pain or hardship without showing their feelings or complaining.




2.
 
(
Stoic

 )
 — a member of the ancient philosophical school of Stoicism.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
another term for stoical
 .




2.
 
(
Stoic

 )
 — of or belonging to the Stoics or their school of philosophy.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
stōïkos

 , from stoa
 (with reference to Zeno's teaching in the 
Stoa Poikilē

 or Painted Porch, at Athens).






stoical

 
/ˈstōək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




enduring pain and hardship without showing one's feelings or complaining




•
 
he taught a stoical acceptance of suffering.














II.
 
derivatives





stoically

 
/ˈstōək(ə)lē /






adverb





















stoichiometric

 
/ˌstoikēōˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or relating to stoichiometry.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 relating to or denoting quantities of reactants in simple integral ratios, as prescribed by an equation or formula.








II.
 
derivatives





stoichiometrically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















stoichiometry

 
/ˌstoikēˈämətrē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the relationship between the relative quantities of substances taking part in a reaction or forming a compound, typically a ratio of whole integers.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
stoikheion

 ‘element’ + -metry
 .






stoicism

 
/ˈstōəˌsizəm/






noun



1.
 
the endurance of pain or hardship without a display of feelings and without complaint.




2.
 
(
Stoicism

 )
 — an ancient Greek school of philosophy founded at Athens by Zeno of Citium. The school taught that virtue, the highest good, is based on knowledge, and that the wise live in harmony with the divine Reason (also identified with Fate and Providence) that governs nature, and are indifferent to the vicissitudes of fortune and to pleasure and pain.













stoke

 
/stōk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add coal or other solid fuel to (a fire, furnace, or boiler).




2.
 
encourage or incite (a strong emotion or tendency)




•
 
his composure had the effect of stoking her anger.










3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
stoked

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 excite or thrill




•
 
when they told me I was on the team, I was stoked.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 consume a large quantity of food or drink to give one energy




•
 
Carol was at the coffee machine, 
stoking up

 for the day.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: back-formation from stoker
 .





stokehold

 
/ˈstōkˌhōld/






noun




a compartment in a steamship from which the boiler fires are stoked.













stokehole

 
/ˈstōkˌhōl/






noun




a space in front of a furnace in which a stoker works.













Stoke-on-Trent

 
/ˈstōk än ˈtrent, ôn/






a city on the River Trent in central England; pop. 248,300 (est. 2009).










stoker

 
/ˈstōkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who tends the furnace on a steamship or steam locomotive.




2.
 
a mechanical device for supplying fuel to a firebox or furnace, especially on a steam locomotive.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch, from 
stoken

 ‘stoke (a furnace),’ from Middle Dutch 
stoken

 ‘push, poke’; related to stick
 1
 .





Stoker, Bram

 
/ˈstōkər/






(1847–1912), Irish novelist and theater manager; full name 
Abraham Stoker

 . He is chiefly remembered as the author of the vampire story 
Dracula

 (1897).









stokes

 
/stōks /

 
ST





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the cgs unit of kinematic viscosity, corresponding to a dynamic viscosity of 1 poise and a density of 1 gram per cubic centimeter, equivalent to 104
 square meters per second.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from the name of Sir G. 
Stokes

 (see Stokes' law
 ).





Stokes, Carl

 
/stōks/






(1927–96), US politician; full name 
Carl Burton Stokes

 . He was the first African-American mayor of a major US city (Cleveland 1968–72). After serving as mayor, he was a newscaster and a municipal court judge before being appointed as US ambassador to the Seychelles 1993–96.










Stokes' law

 
/ˈstōks ˌlô /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
a law stating that in fluorescence the wavelength of the emitted radiation is longer than that of the radiation causing it. This is not true in all cases.




II.
 
an expression describing the resisting force on a particle moving through a viscous fluid and showing that a maximum velocity is reached in such cases, e.g., for an object falling under gravity through a fluid.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Sir George 
Stokes

 (1819–1903), British physicist.





Stokes' theorem

 

‹Mathematics›






I.
 
a theorem proposing that the surface integral of the curl of a function over any surface bounded by a closed path is equal to the line integral of a particular vector function around that path.







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Sir G. 
Stokes

 (see Stokes' law
 ).





Stokowski, Leopold

 
/stəˈkôfskē, -ˈkou-/






(1882–1977), US conductor, born in Britain. He is best known for arranging and conducting the music for Walt Disney's movie 
Fantasia

 (1940), which sought to bring classical music to movie audiences by means of cartoons.









STOL

 
/stôl/






abbreviation






[Aeronautics]

 short takeoff and landing.













stole1


 
/stōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's long scarf or shawl, especially fur or similar material, worn loosely over the shoulders.




2.
 
of a strip of fabric used as an ecclesiastical vestment, worn over the shoulders and hanging down to the knee or below.











– origin

 Old English (in the senses ‘long robe’ and ‘priest's vestment’), via Latin from Greek 
stolē

 ‘clothing,’ from 
stellein

 ‘array.’





stole2


 
/stōl/






past of steal
 .









stolen

 
/ˈstōlən/






past participle of steal
 .









stolen generation






noun






(Austral.)

 the Aboriginal people forcibly removed from their families as children between the 1900s and the 1960s, to be brought up by white foster families or in institutions.













stolid

 
/ˈstäləd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) calm, dependable, and showing little emotion or animation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stolidity

 
/stəˈlidədē /






noun













2.
 
stolidly

 
/ˈstälədlē /






adverb













3.
 
stolidness

 
/ˈstälədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
stolide

 or Latin 
stolidus

 (perhaps related to 
stultus

 ‘foolish’).





stollen

 
/ˈSHtôlən ˈstôlən/





I.
 
noun




a rich German fruit and nut loaf.











– origin

 from German 
Stollen

 .





stolon

 
/ˈstōlən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 a creeping horizontal plant stem or runner that takes root at points along its length to form new plants.




2.
 
an arching stem of a plant that roots at the tip to form a new plant, as in the bramble.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the branched stemlike structure of some colonial hydroid coelenterates, attaching the colony to the substrate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stolonate

 
/-nit, -ˌnāt /






adjective













2.
 
stoloniferous

 
/ˌstōləˈnif(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
stolo

 , 
stolon-

 ‘shoot, scion.’






stoma

 
/ˈstōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 any of the minute pores in the epidermis of the leaf or stem of a plant, forming a slit of variable width that allows movement of gases in and out of the intercellular spaces.

Also called stomate
 .




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a small mouthlike opening in some lower animals.




3.
 


[Botany]

 
[Medicine]

 an artificial opening made into a hollow organ, especially one on the surface of the body leading to the gut or trachea.








II.
 
derivatives





stomal






adjective




(
 — 

[Medicine]





















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’






stomach

 
/ˈstəmək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the internal organ in which the major part of the digestion of food occurs, being (in humans and many mammals) a pear-shaped enlargement of the alimentary canal linking the esophagus to the small intestine.




2.
 
each of four digestive organs in a ruminant (the rumen, reticulum, omasum, and abomasum).




3.
 
any of a number of organs analogous to a stomach in lower animals.




4.
 
the front part of the body between the chest and thighs; the belly




•
 
Blake hit him in the stomach.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the stomach viewed as the seat of hunger, nausea, anxiety, or other unsettling feelings




•
 
Virginia had a sick feeling in her stomach.










6.
 
[in 
sing.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — an appetite for food or drink




•
 
she doesn't have the stomach to eat anything.










7.
 
a desire or inclination for something involving conflict, difficulty, or unpleasantness




•
 
the teams proved to have 
no stomach for

 a fight




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
frankly, I don't have the stomach to find out.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
cannot stomach

 )


1.
 
consume (food or drink) without feeling or being sick




•
 
if you cannot stomach orange juice, try apple juice.










2.
 
endure or accept (an obnoxious thing or person)




•
 
I can't stomach the self-righteous attitude of some managers.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
an army marches on its stomach






a group of soldiers or workers can only fight or function effectively if they have been well fed.

[translating French 
c'est la soupe qui fait le soldat

 , a maxim of Napoleon.]









2.
 
on a full (or an empty) stomach






after having eaten (or having not eaten)




•
 
I think better on a full stomach.















3.
 
a strong stomach






an ability to see or do unpleasant things without feeling sick or squeamish.












IV.
 
derivatives





stomachful

 
/ˈstəməkˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
estomac

 , 
stomaque

 , via Latin from Greek 
stomakhos

 ‘gullet,’ from 
stoma

 ‘mouth.’ The early sense of the verb was ‘be offended at, resent’ (early 16th cent).





stomachache

 
/ˈstəməkˌāk/






noun




a pain in a person's belly




•
 
most childhood stomachaches aren't serious.



















stomach-churning






adjective




causing a feeling of nausea or disgust




•
 
a movie filled with stomach-churning violence.



















stomacher

 
/ˈstəməkər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a V-shaped piece of decorative cloth, worn over the chest and stomach by men and women in the 16th century, later only by women.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably a shortening of Old French 
estomachier

 , from 
estomac

 (see stomach
 ).





stomach flu






noun




a short-lived stomach disorder of unknown cause, popularly attributed to a virus.













stomachic

 
/stəˈmakik /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
promoting the appetite or assisting digestion.




2.
 
of or relating to the stomach.








II.
 
noun




a medicine or tonic that promotes the appetite or assists digestion.













stomach muscles






plural noun




the muscles constituting the front wall of the abdomen.













stomach pump

 
/ˈstəmək ˌpəmp/






noun




a syringe attached to a long tube, used for extracting the contents of a person's stomach (for example, if they have swallowed poison).













stomach-turning






adjective




causing a feeling of nausea or disgust




•
 
large, stomach-turning photographs.




















stomata

 
/ˈstōmədə ˌstōˈmädə/






plural form of stoma
 .









stomatal

 
/ˈstōmətl, ˈstäm-/






adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 of or relating to a stoma or stomata.














stomate

 
/ˈstōmāt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 another term for stoma
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: apparently an English singular of stomata
 .





stomatitis

 
/ˌstōməˈtīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the mucous membrane of the mouth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
stoma

 , 
stomat-

 ‘mouth’ + -itis
 .





stomatogastric

 
/stōˌmatəˈɡastrik, ˌstōmətə-/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 relating to or connected with the mouth and stomach, particularly denoting a system of visceral nerves in invertebrates.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
stoma

 , 
stomat-

 ‘mouth’ + gastric
 .






stomp

 
/stämp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tread heavily and noisily, typically in order to show anger




•
 
Martin stomped off to the spare room.










2.
 
(
stomp on

 )
 — tread heavily or stamp on




•
 
I stomped on the accelerator.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly US)

 deliberately trample or tread heavily on




•
 
Cobb proceeded to kick and stomp him viciously.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — stamp (one's feet).




5.
 
dance with heavy stamping steps.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 (in jazz or popular music) a tune or song with a fast tempo and a heavy beat.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a lively dance performed to popular music, involving heavy stamping.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stomper

 
/ˈstämpər /






noun













2.
 
stompy






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally US dialect): variant of the verb stamp
 .





stomping

 
/ˈstämpiNG, ˈstôm-/






adjective




(of music) having a lively stamping rhythm.














stomping ground

 
stamping ground






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a place where someone regularly spends time; a favorite haunt.














stone

 
/stōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hard, solid, nonmetallic mineral matter of which rock is made, especially as a building material




•
 
the houses are built of stone




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
high stone walls.










2.
 
a small piece of rock found on the ground.




3.
 
(in metaphorical use) weight or lack of feeling, expression, or movement




•
 
Isabel stood as if 
turned to stone






•
 
her face became 
as hard as stone






•
 
the elevator 
dropped like a stone

 .










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 a meteorite made of rock, as opposed to metal.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 a calculus; a gallstone or kidney stone.




6.
 
a piece of stone shaped for a purpose, especially one of commemoration, ceremony, or demarcation




•
 
a memorial stone




•
 
boundary stones.










7.
 
a gem or jewel.




8.
 
short for curling stone
 .




9.
 
a round piece or counter, originally made of stone, used in various board games such as backgammon.




10.
 
a large flat table or sheet, originally made of stone and later usually of metal, on which pages of type were made up.




11.
 
a hard seed in a cherry, plum, peach, and some other fruits.




12.
 
(
pl.

 same)
 — 

(Brit.)

 a unit of weight equal to 14 pounds (6.35 kg)




•
 
I weighed 10 stone.










13.
 
a natural shade of whitish-gray or brownish-gray


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
stone stretch trousers.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
throw stones at




•
 
policemen were stoned by the crowd.










2.
 
remove the stone from (a fruit)




•
 
halve, stone, and peel the avocados.










3.
 
build, face, or pave with stone.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be written (or engraved or set) in stone






used to emphasize that something is fixed and unchangeable




•
 
anything can change—nothing is written in stone.















2.
 
cast (or throw) the first stone






be the first to make an accusation (used to emphasize that a potential critic is not wholly blameless).

[with biblical allusion to John 8:7.]









3.
 
leave no stone unturned






try every possible course of action in order to achieve something.









4.
 
stone me! (or stone the crows!)








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an exclamation of surprise or shock.









5.
 
a stone's throw






a short distance




•
 
wild whales blowing a stone's throw from the boat.


















IV.
 
derivatives





stoneless

 
/ˈstōnləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
stān

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
steen

 and German 
Stein

 . The verb dates from Middle English (first recorded 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).





Stone, Edward Durell

 
/stōn/






(1902–78), US architect. His notable designs include the Museum of Modern Art in New York City 1937–39; the US embassy in New Delhi, India 1954–58; and the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC 1964–69.









Stone, Harlan Fiske






(1872–1946), US chief justice 1941–46. He was the dean of the Columbia Law School 1910–24 and, briefly, US attorney general 1924 in President Coolidge's cabinet before he was appointed to the US Supreme Court as an associate justice 1925–41. He was named chief justice by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.









Stone, Lucy






(1818–93), US feminist and abolitionist. The first woman from Massachusetts to earn a college degree (Oberlin College 1847), she traveled widely during the 1850s lecturing on women's rights. In 1869, she founded the American Woman Suffrage Association, which merged with the National Woman Suffrage Association in 1890 to form the National American Woman Suffrage Association.









Stone, Oliver

 
/stōn/






(1946–), US movie director, screenwriter, and producer. He won Academy Awards for his adaptation of the novel 
Midnight Express

 (1978) and for his direction of 
Platoon

 (1986) and 
Born on the Fourth of July

 (1989), both of which indict US involvement in the Vietnam War. Other notable movies: 
JFK

 (1991) and 
Natural Born Killers

 (1994).









Stone Age

 
/ˈstōn ˌāj/





I.
 
a prehistoric period when weapons and tools were made of stone or of organic materials such as bone, wood, or horn.





The Stone Age covers a period of about 2.5 million years, from the first use of tools by the ancestors of man (
Australopithecus

 ) to the introduction of agriculture and the first towns. It is subdivided into the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic periods, and is succeeded in Europe by the Bronze Age (or, sometimes, the Copper Age) about 5,000–4,000 years ago.





stone boat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a flat-bottomed sled used for transporting stones and other heavy objects.













stone broke

 
/ˈstōn ˈbrōk/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 entirely without money.














stonechat

 
/ˈstōnˌCHat/






noun




a small Old World songbird of the thrush subfamily, having bold markings and a call that sounds like two stones being knocked together.

[Genus 
Saxicola

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : three or four species, in particular the widespread 
S. torquata

 , the male of which has a black head and orange breast.]













stone china






noun




a kind of very hard earthenware resembling porcelain.













stone cold

 
/stōn kōld/





I.
 
adjective




completely cold.








II.
 
adverb

 — (
stone-cold

 ) [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
completely




•
 
stone-cold sober.



















stone crab






noun




a large, heavy, edible crab of the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean area.

[
Menippe mercenaria

 , family 
Xanthidae

 .]














stonecrop

 
/ˈstōnkräp/






noun




a small fleshy-leaved plant that typically has star-shaped yellow or white flowers and grows among rocks or on walls.

[Genus 
Sedum

 , family 
Crassulaceae

 : many species, including the 
mossy stonecrop

 (
S. acre

 ), whose tiny, thick leaves have a bitter, peppery taste.]














stone curlew

 
/stōn ˈkərˌlo͞o/






noun




another term for thick-knee
 .













stonecutter

 
/ˈstōnˌkədər/






noun




a person who cuts stone from a quarry or who shapes and carves it for use.














stoned

 
/stōnd/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 under the influence of drugs, especially marijuana




•
 
he was up in the deck chair 
getting stoned

 .










2.
 


‹informal›

 very drunk.













stone dead

 
/stōn ded/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
completely dead.













stone deaf

 
/stōn def/






adjective




completely deaf




•
 
the racket drove out any deer not stone deaf




•
 
the stone-deaf person relies entirely on sight.



















stone face





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a face that reveals no emotions.








II.
 
derivatives





stone-faced






adjective





















stonefish

 
/ˈstōnˌfiSH/






noun




a chiefly marine fish of bizarre appearance that lives in the tropical Indo-Pacific. It rests motionless in the sand with its venomous dorsal spines projecting and is a frequent cause of injury to swimmers.

[Family 
Synanceiidae

 : several genera and species, including 
Synanceia verrucosa

 (also called devilfish
 .).]













stonefly

 
/ˈstōnflī/






noun




a slender insect with transparent membranous wings, the larvae of which live in clean running water. The adults are used as bait by fly fishermen.

[Order 
Plecoptera

 : many families.]













stone fruit

 
/ˈstōn ˌfro͞ot/






noun




a fruit with flesh or pulp enclosing a stone, such as a peach, plum, or cherry.













stoneground

 
/ˈstōnɡround/






adjective




(of flour) ground with millstones.














Stonehenge

 
/ˈstōnˌhen(d)ZH/





I.
 
a megalithic monument on Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, England. Completed in several constructional phases from 
c.

 2950 
BC

 , it was probably used for ritual purposes.







– origin

 from Old English 
stān

 ‘stone’ + an element related to 
hengan

 ‘to hang.’





stone lily






noun






‹dated›

 a fossilized sea lily.














stone marten






noun




a Eurasian marten that has chocolate-brown fur with a white throat.

Also called beech marten
 . [
Martes foina

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]













stonemason

 
/ˈstōnˌmās(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a person who cuts, prepares, and builds with stone.








II.
 
derivatives





stonemasonry

 
/-ˌmāsənrē /






noun





















Stone Mountain






a granite mass east of Atlanta, Georgia, site of the Confederate Memorial Carving, the world's largest bas-relief sculpture, which features the figures of Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson, all on horseback.










stone pine

 
/stōn pīn/






noun




an umbrella-shaped southern European pine tree with large needles, very large glossy brown cones, and edible seeds (“pine nuts”).

Also called umbrella pine
 . [
Pinus pinea

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













stoner

 
/ˈstōnər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who regularly takes drugs, especially marijuana




•
 
I was a real stoner when I was a teenager.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 a person or thing that weighs a specified number of stone




•
 
a couple of 16-stoners.



















stoneroller

 
/ˈstōnˌrōlər/






noun




a small freshwater fish of the minnow family that uses the hard ridge on its lower jaw to scrape food, especially algae, from rocks.

[Genus 
Campostoma

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 : several species, including the 
central stoneroller

 (
C. anomalum

 ) of the eastern and central US, and the 
Mexican stoneroller

 (
C. ornatum

 ) of the southwestern US and northern Mexico.]













stonewall

 
/ˈstōnˌwôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
delay or block (a request, process, or person) by refusing to answer questions or by giving evasive replies, especially in politics




•
 
the highest level of bureaucracy stonewalled us




•
 (as 
noun

 
stonewalling

 )
 
the art of stonewalling and political intimidation.














II.
 
derivatives





stonewaller

 
/ˈstōnˌwôlər /






noun





















Stonewall Jackson






see Jackson, Thomas Jonathan
 .









stoneware

 
/ˈstōnˌwer/






noun




a type of pottery that is impermeable and partly vitrified but opaque.













stonewashed

 
/ˈstōnˌwôSHt ˈstōnˌwäSHt /

 
stonewash






adjective




(of a garment or fabric, especially denim) washed with abrasives to produce a worn or faded appearance.













stonework

 
/ˈstōnˌwərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the parts of a building that are made of stone.




2.
 
the work of a mason




•
 
a masterpiece of clever stonework.














II.
 
derivatives





stoneworker






noun





















stonewort

 
/ˈstōnwərt, -ˌwôrt/






noun




a freshwater plant with whorls of slender leaves, related to green algae. Many kinds become encrusted with chalky deposits, giving them a stony feel.

[
Chara

 and other genera in the class 
Charophyceae

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 ; sometimes placed in its own division (
Charophyta

 ).]














stonk

 
/stäNGk /

 

‹military slang›






I.
 
noun




a concentrated artillery bombardment.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bombard with concentrated artillery fire.











– origin

 1940s: said to be formed from elements of the artillery term 
Standard Regimental Concentration

 .





stonker

 
/ˈstäNGkər, ˈstôNG-/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 something that is very large or impressive of its kind




•
 
it's a real stonker of a plan.



















stonking

 
/ˈstäNGkiNG ˈstôNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to emphasize something remarkable, exciting, or very large




•
 
a stonking 207 mph maximum speed.

















– origin

 1980s: from the verb stonk
 .






stony

 
/ˈstōnē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered with or full of small pieces of rock




•
 
rough stony paths.










2.
 
made of or resembling stone




•
 
stony steps.










3.
 
not having or showing feeling or sympathy




•
 
Lorenzo's hard, stony eyes.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a meteorite) consisting mostly of rock, as opposed to metal.








II.
 
phrases





fall on stony ground






(of words or a suggestion) be ignored or badly received.

[with biblical reference to the parable of the sower (Matt. 13:5).]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stonily

 
/ˈstōnəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stoniness

 
/ˈstōnēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stānig

 (see stone
 , -y
 1
 ).





stony-faced

 
/ˌstōnēˈfāst/






adjective




showing no emotion in one's face; looking very serious or gloomy




•
 
a cold-blooded, stony-faced assassin




•
 
the foreign minister sat stony-faced and without applauding.



















stony-hearted

 
/ˈstōnē ˈˌhärdəd/






adjective




cruel or unfeeling.













stony-iron

 
/ˈstōnēˌī(ə)rn /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
adjective




(of a meteorite) containing appreciable quantities of both rock and iron.








II.
 
noun




a stony-iron meteorite.













stood

 
/sto͝od/






past and past participle of stand
 .









stooge

 
/sto͞oj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a person who serves merely to support or assist others, particularly in doing unpleasant work




•
 
you fell for that helpless-female act and let her make you a stooge.










2.
 
a performer whose act involves being the butt of a comedian's jokes.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move around aimlessly; drift or cruise




•
 
she 
stooged around

 in the bathroom for a while.










2.
 
perform a role that involves being the butt of a comedian's jokes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





stook

 
/sto͝ok sto͞ok /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun




a group of sheaves of grain stood on end in a field.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange in stooks.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from or related to Middle Low German 
stūke

 .






stool

 
/sto͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a seat without a back or arms, typically resting on three or four legs or on a single pedestal.




2.
 
short for footstool
 .




3.
 
a piece of feces.




4.
 
a root or stump of a tree or plant from which shoots spring.




5.
 


(US)

 a decoy bird in hunting.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) throw up shoots from the root.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cut back (a plant) to or near ground level in order to induce new growth.








III.
 
phrases





at stool








[Medicine]

 when defecating.















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stoel

 , German 
Stuhl

 , also to stand
 . Current senses of the verb date from the late 18th cent.





stoolie

 
/ˈsto͞olē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for stool pigeon
 .














stool pigeon

 
/sto͞ol ˈpijən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a police informer.




2.
 
a person acting as a decoy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named from the original use of a pigeon fixed to a stool as a decoy.






stoop1


 
/sto͞op/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bend one's head or body forward and downward




•
 
he 
stooped down

 and reached toward the coin




•
 
Linda stooped to pick up the bottles




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the man stoops his head.










2.
 
have the head and shoulders habitually bent forward




•
 
he tends to stoop when he walks




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stooping

 )
 
a thin, stooping figure.










3.
 
(of a bird of prey) swoop down on a quarry.




4.
 
lower one's moral standards so far as to do something reprehensible




•
 
Craig wouldn't 
stoop to

 thieving




•
 
she was unwilling to believe that anyone could 
stoop so low

 as to steal from a dead woman.










5.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — condescend to do something.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a posture in which the head and shoulders are habitually bent forward




•
 
a tall, thin man with a stoop.










2.
 
the downward swoop of a bird of prey.











– origin

 Old English 
stūpian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to the adjective steep
 1
 . Both senses of the noun date from the late 16th cent.






stoop2


 
/sto͞op/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a porch with steps in front of a house or other building.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Dutch 
stoep

 (see stoep
 ).





stoop ball





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a ball game resembling baseball in which the ball is thrown against a building or the steps of a stoop rather than to a batter.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from stoop
 2
 + ball
 1
 .





stooped

 
/sto͞opt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having the head and shoulders habitually bent forward




•
 
a thin, stooped figure.










2.
 
(of the shoulders or another part of the body) habitually bent forward




•
 
the man was slight, with stooped shoulders.



















stoop labor

 
/sto͞op ˈlābər/






noun




agricultural labor performed in a stooping or squatting position.














stop

 
/stäp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an event, action, or process) come to an end; cease to happen




•
 
his laughter stopped as quickly as it had begun




•
 
the rain had stopped and the clouds had cleared.










2.
 
[with 
present participle

 ]
 — cease to perform a specified action or have a specified experience




•
 
she stopped giggling




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he stopped work for tea.










3.
 
[with 
present participle

 ]
 — abandon a specified practice or habit




•
 
I've stopped eating meat.










4.
 
stop moving or operating




•
 
he stopped to look at the view




•
 
my watch has stopped.










5.
 
(of a bus or train) call at a designated place to pick up or let off passengers




•
 
main-line trains stop at platform 7.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 stay somewhere for a short time




•
 
you'll have to 
stop the night

 .










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an action, process, or event) to come to an end




•
 
this harassment has got to be stopped.










8.
 
prevent (an action or event) from happening




•
 
a security guard was killed trying to stop a raid.










9.
 
prevent or dissuade (someone) from continuing in an activity or achieving an aim




•
 
a campaign is under way to stop the bombers.










10.
 
prevent (someone or something) from performing a specified action or undergoing a specified experience




•
 
you can't 
stop

 me 
from

 getting what I want.










11.
 
cause or order to cease moving or operating




•
 
he stopped his car by the house




•
 
police were given powers to stop and search suspects.










12.
 


‹informal›

 be hit by (a bullet).




13.
 
instruct a bank to withhold payment on (a check).




14.
 
refuse to supply as usual; withhold or deduct




•
 
the union has threatened to stop the supply of minerals.










15.
 


[Boxing]

 defeat (an opponent) by a knockout




•
 
he was stopped in the sixth by Tyson.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — block or close up (a hole or leak)




•
 
he tried to stop the hole with the heel of his boot




•
 
the drain has been 
stopped up

 .










17.
 
block the mouth of (a fox's earth) prior to a hunt.




18.
 
plug the upper end of (an organ pipe), giving a note an octave lower.




19.
 
obtain the required pitch from (the string of a violin or similar instrument) by pressing at the appropriate point with the finger.




20.
 
make (a rope) fast with a stopper.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a cessation of movement or operation




•
 
all business 
came to a stop






•
 
there were constant stops and changes of pace.










2.
 
a break or halt during a journey




•
 
allow an hour or so for driving and as long as you like for stops




•
 
the flight landed for a refueling stop.










3.
 
a place designated for a bus or train to halt and pick up or drop off passengers




•
 
the bus was pulling up at her stop.










4.
 
an object or part of a mechanism that is used to prevent something from moving




•
 
the shelves have special stops to prevent them from being pulled out too far.










5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a punctuation mark, especially a period.




6.
 
used in telegrams to indicate a period




•
 
MEET YOU AT THE AIRPORT STOP.










7.
 


[Phonetics]

 a consonant produced with complete closure of the vocal tract.




8.
 


[Bridge]

 a high card that prevents the opponents from establishing a particular suit; a control.




9.
 


[Nautical]

 a short length of cord used to secure something.




10.
 
a set of organ pipes of a particular tone and range of pitch.




11.
 
(also 
stop knob

 )
 — a knob, lever, or similar device in an organ or harpsichord that brings into play a set of pipes or strings of a particular tone and range of pitch.




12.
 


[Photography]

 the effective diameter of a lens.




13.
 
a device for reducing this.




14.
 
a unit of change of relative aperture or exposure (with a reduction of one stop equivalent to halving it).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
pull out all the stops





a.
 
make a very great effort to achieve something




•
 
the director pulled out all the stops to meet the impossible deadline.










b.
 
do something very elaborately or on a grand scale




•
 
they gave a Christmas party and pulled out all the stops.















2.
 
put a stop to






cause (an activity) to end




•
 
she would have to put a stop to all this nonsense.















3.
 
stop at nothing






be utterly ruthless or determined in one's attempt to achieve something




•
 
he would stop at nothing to retain his position of power.















4.
 
stop dead






see dead
 .









5.
 
stop short






see short
 .









6.
 
stop one's ears






put one's fingers in one's ears to avoid hearing something.









7.
 
stop someone's mouth






induce someone to keep silent about something.









8.
 
stop the show






(of a performer) provoke prolonged applause or laughter, causing an interruption.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
stop by (or in)






call briefly and informally as a visitor.









2.
 
stop something down








[Photography]

 reduce the aperture of a lens with a diaphragm.









3.
 
stop off (or over)






pay a short visit en route to one's ultimate destination when traveling




•
 
I stopped off to visit him and his wife




•
 
he decided to stop over in Paris.















4.
 
stop out








(N. Amer.)

 withdraw temporarily from higher education or employment in order to pursue another activity




•
 
community college students are more likely to stop out, or drop out entirely, when the cost of attending increases.















5.
 
stop something out






cover an area that is not to be printed or etched when making a print or etching.












V.
 
derivatives





stoppable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
(for)stoppian

 ‘block up (an aperture)’; related to German 
stopfen

 , from late Latin 
stuppare

 ‘to stuff.’





stop-and-go

 
/ˌstäpənˈɡō/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
alternate stopping and restarting of progress




•
 
stop-and-go driving.



















stopband

 
/ˈstäpˌband/






noun






[Electronics]

 a band of frequencies that are attenuated by a filter.













stopbank

 
/ˈstäpˌbaNGk/






noun






(Austral./NZ)

 an embankment built to prevent a river from flooding.













stop bath

 
/stäp baTH/






noun






[Photography]

 a bath for stopping the action of a preceding bath by neutralizing any of its chemical still present.













stop bit






noun






[Telecommunications]

 (in asynchronous data transfers) one of a pattern of bits that indicate the end of a character or of the whole transmission.













stopcock

 
/ˈstäpˌkäk/






noun




an externally operated valve regulating the flow of a liquid or gas through a pipe.













stope

 
/stōp/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
stopes

 )


1.
 
a steplike part of a mine where minerals are being extracted.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
stoping

 )


1.
 
(in mining) excavate a series of steps or layers in (the ground or rock).




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
stoping

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the process by which country rock is broken up and removed by the upward movement of magma.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: apparently related to the noun step
 .





stopgap

 
/ˈstäpˌɡap/






noun




a temporary way of dealing with a problem or satisfying a need




•
 
transplants are only a stopgap until more sophisticated alternatives can work.



















stop knob






noun




the knob controlling a stop on an organ or harpsichord.













stoplight

 
/ˈstäpˌlīt/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for traffic light
 .




2.
 
a red traffic light.




3.
 
another term for brake light
 .













stop list






noun




a list of words automatically omitted from a computer-generated concordance or index, typically the most frequent words, which would slow down processing unacceptably.













stop-loss

 
/ˈstäpˌlôs/






adjective



1.
 


[Finance]

 denoting or relating to an order to sell a security or commodity at a specified price in order to limit a loss.




2.
 


[Military]

 
(US)

 denoting or relating to a policy of forcibly retaining members of the armed forces on active duty beyond their original agreed period of enlistment.













stop-motion






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a cinematographic technique whereby the camera is repeatedly stopped and started, for example to give animated figures the impression of movement.













stop-off

 
/ˈstäpôf/






noun




another term for stopover
 .













stop-out

 
/ˈstäpout/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who stays out late at night.














stopover

 
/ˈstäpˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
a break in a journey




•
 
the one-day stopover in Honolulu.










2.
 
a place where a journey is broken




•
 
an inviting stopover between Quebec City and Montreal.



















stoppage

 
/ˈstäpij/






noun



1.
 
an instance of movement, activity, or supply stopping or being stopped




•
 
the result of the air raid was complete stoppage of production.










2.
 
a blockage in a narrow passage, such as the barrel of a gun.




3.
 
a cessation of work by employees protesting the terms set by their employers.




4.
 


[Boxing]

 a knockout.













stoppage time






noun




another term for injury time
 .













Stoppard, Sir Tom

 
/ˈstäpərd, ˈstäpˌärd/






(1937–), British playwright, born in Czechoslovakia; born 
Thomas Straussler

 . His best-known plays are comedies, often dealing with metaphysical and ethical questions. His 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead

 (1966) is based on the characters from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 .









stop payment





I.
 
noun




an authorized withholding of payment on a check




•
 
call the bank tomorrow and get a stop payment on that check.

















– origin

 the usage as a noun derives from the verb phrase 
stop payment

 , meaning “instruct a bank to withhold payment on a check.”





stopper

 
/ˈstäpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plug for sealing a hole, especially in the neck of a bottle or other container.




2.
 
a person or thing that halts or obstructs a specified thing


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a crime-stopper.










3.
 
(in soccer and other sports) a player whose function is to block attacks on goal from the middle of the field.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 a starting pitcher depended on to win a game or stop a losing streak, or a relief pitcher used to prevent the opposing team from scoring.




5.
 
(in sailing or climbing) a rope or clamp for preventing a rope or cable from running out.




6.
 


[Bridge]

 another term for control
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (usu. as 
adj.

 
stoppered

 )


1.
 
use a stopper to seal (a bottle or other container)




•
 
a small stoppered jar.














III.
 
phrases





put a (or the) stopper on








‹informal›

 prevent from happening or continuing.

















stopping point






noun




a point or place at which it is convenient to stop during a journey or activity.













stopple

 
/ˈstäpəl /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a stopper or plug.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal with a stopper.











– origin

 Middle English: partly a shortening of Old French 
estouppail

 ‘bung,’ reinforced by the verb stop
 .





stop-start

 
/ˌstäpˈstärt /

 
stop-and-start






adjective






‹informal›

 alternately stopping and starting; progressing with interruptions




•
 
a $150 stop-start taxi ride.



















stop time






noun




(in jazz) a rhythmic device whereby a chord or accent is played only on the first beat of every bar or every other bar, typically accompanying a solo.













stop valve






noun




a valve used to stop the flow of liquid in a pipe.













stop volley






noun






[Tennis]

 a volley played close to the net in which the player stops the ball without a forceful stroke, sending it just barely back over the net.













stopwatch

 
/ˈstäpˌwäCH/






noun




a special watch with buttons that start, stop, and then zero the hands, used to time races.













storage

 
/ˈstôrij/






noun



1.
 
the action or method of storing something for future use




•
 
the chair can be folded flat for easy storage




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the room lacked storage space.










2.
 
the retention of retrievable data on a computer or other electronic system; memory.




3.
 
space available for storing something, especially allocated space in a warehouse




•
 
Cooper had put much of the furniture into storage.










4.
 
the cost of storing something in a warehouse.













storage battery

 
/ˈstôrij ˈbadərē /

 
storage cell






noun




a battery (or cell) used for storing electrical energy.













storage device

 
/ˈstôrij dəˈvīs dēˈvīs/






noun




a piece of computer equipment on which information can be stored.













storage heater

 
/ˈstôrij ˌhēdər/






noun






(Brit.)

 an electric heater that accumulates heat in water or bricks during the night (when electricity is cheaper) and releases it during the day.













storage ring






noun






[Physics]

 an approximately circular accelerator in which particles can be effectively stored by being made to circulate continuously at high energy.














storax

 
/ˈstôraks /

 
styrax





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rare fragrant gum resin obtained from an eastern Mediterranean tree, sometimes used in medicine, perfumery, and incense.




2.
 
(
liquid storax

 )
 — a liquid balsam obtained from the Asian liquidambar tree.




3.
 
a tropical or subtropical tree or shrub with showy white flowers in drooping clusters.

[Genus 
Styrax

 , family 
Styracaceae

 : several species, in particular 
S. officinalis

 , from which the resin storax is obtained.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from a variant of Greek 
sturax

 .






store

 
/stôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a retail establishment selling items to the public




•
 
a health-food store.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — store-bought




•
 
there's a loaf of store bread.










3.
 
a quantity or supply of something kept for use as needed




•
 
the squirrel has 
a store of

 food




•
 


‹figurative›

 her vast 
store of

 knowledge.










4.
 
a place where things are kept for future use or sale




•
 
a grain store.










5.
 
(
stores

 )
 — supplies of equipment and food kept for use by members of an army, navy, or other institution, or the place where they are kept.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a computer memory.




7.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a sheep, steer, cow, or pig acquired or kept for fattening.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep or accumulate (something) for future use




•
 
a small room used for storing furniture.










2.
 
retain or enter (information) for future electronic retrieval




•
 
the data is 
stored on

 disk.










3.
 
(
be stored with

 )
 — have a supply of (something useful)




•
 
a mind well stored with esoteric knowledge.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — remain fresh while being stored




•
 
they do not ship or store well.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in store





a.
 
in a safe place while not being used or displayed




•
 
items 
held in store

 .










b.
 
coming in the future; about to happen




•
 
he did not yet know what 
lay in store for

 him.















2.
 
set (or lay or put) store by (or on)






consider (something) to be of a particular degree of importance or value




•
 
many people set much store by privacy.


















IV.
 
phrases





store something up






create problems for the future by failing to address a particular situation adequately at the time




•
 
they're storing up trouble by denying opportunities to younger players.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
storable






adjective













2.
 
storer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estore

 (noun), 
estorer

 (verb), from Latin 
instaurare

 ‘renew’; compare with restore
 .





store-and-forward

 
/ˌstôrənˈfôrwərd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Telecommunications]

 relating to or denoting a data network in which messages are routed to one or more intermediate stations where they may be stored before being forwarded to their destinations.













store-bought






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 bought ready-made from a store; not homemade.













store brand






noun




a product manufactured specially for a retailer and bearing the retailer's name




•
 
during times of high pricing they can switch to a value-priced store brand




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
store-brand chocolate chip cookies.



















storefront

 
/ˈstôrfrənt/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the facade of a store.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a room or set of rooms facing the street on the ground floor of a commercial building, typically used as a store


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a bright storefront eatery.



















storehouse

 
/ˈstôrˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a building used for storing goods.




2.
 
a large supply of something




•
 
an enormous 
storehouse of

 facts.



















storekeeper

 
/ˈstôrˌkēpər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who owns or runs a store.




2.
 
a person responsible for stored goods.













storeroom

 
/ˈstôrˌro͞om ˈstôrˌro͝om/






noun




a room in which items are stored.













storiated

 
/ˈstôrēˌādəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 decorated with historical, legendary, or emblematic designs.








II.
 
derivatives





storiation

 
/ˌstôrēˈāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: compare with historiated
 .





storied1


 
/ˈstôrēd/






adjective






‹literary›

 celebrated in or associated with stories or legends




•
 
the island's storied past.



















storied2


 
/ˈstôrēd /

 


‹Brit.›

 storeyed






adjective

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a building) having a specified number of stories




•
 
four-storied houses.



















stork

 
/stôrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall long-legged wading bird with a long heavy bill and typically with white and black plumage.

[Family 
Ciconiidae

 : several genera and species, in particular the 
white stork

 (
Ciconia ciconia

 ), with black wing tips and a reddish bill and legs, often nesting on tall buildings in Europe.]




2.
 
the white stork as the pretended bringer of babies.











– origin

 Old English 
storc

 , of Germanic origin; probably related to stark
 (because of its rigid stance).






storm

 
/stôrm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent disturbance of the atmosphere with strong winds and usually rain, thunder, lightning, or snow.




2.
 
(also 
storm system

 )
 — an intense low-pressure weather system; a cyclone.




3.
 
a wind of force 10 on the Beaufort scale (48–55 knots or 55-63 mph).




4.
 
a heavy discharge of missiles or blows




•
 
two men were taken by 
a storm of

 bullets.










5.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a tumultuous reaction; an uproar or controversy




•
 
the book caused a storm in South America




•
 
she has been at the center of a storm concerning payments.










6.
 
a violent or noisy outburst of a specified feeling or reaction




•
 
the disclosure raised 
a storm of protest

 .










7.
 
(
storms

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 storm windows.




8.
 
a direct assault by troops on a fortified place.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move angrily or forcefully in a specified direction




•
 
she burst into tears and stormed off




•
 
he stormed out of the house.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — shout (something) angrily; rage




•
 
“Don't patronize me!” she stormed.










3.
 
move forcefully and decisively to a specified position in a game or contest




•
 
he barged past and stormed to the checkered flag.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of troops) suddenly attack and capture (a building or other place) by means of force




•
 
Indian commandos stormed a hijacked plane early today




•
 (as 
noun

 
storming

 )
 
the storming of the Bastille.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the weather) be violent, with strong winds and usually rain, thunder, lightning, or snow




•
 
when 
it stormed

 in the day, I shoveled the drive before Harry came home.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go down a storm








(Brit.)

 be enthusiastically received by an audience.









2.
 
the calm (or lull) before the storm






a period of unusual tranquility or stability that seems likely to presage difficult times.









3.
 
storm and stress






another term for Sturm und Drang
 .









4.
 
a storm in a teacup






British term for a tempest in a teapot
 (see tempest
 ).









5.
 
take something by storm





a.
 
(of troops) capture a place by a sudden and violent attack.




b.
 
have great and rapid success in a particular place or with a particular group of people




•
 
his first collection took the fashion world by storm.















6.
 
—— up a storm








(chiefly N. Amer.)

 perform the specified action with great enthusiasm and energy




•
 
the band could really 
play up a storm

 .


















IV.
 
derivatives





stormproof

 
/ˈstôrmˌpro͞of /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
storm

 and German 
Sturm

 , probably also to the verb stir
 1
 . The verb dates from late Middle English in 
sense

 3 
of the

 verb.





storm beach






noun




an expanse of sand or gravel thrown up on the coast by storms.













stormbound

 
/ˈstôrmˌbound/






adjective




prevented by storms from starting or continuing a journey.













storm center

 
/stôrm ˈsen(t)ər/






noun



1.
 
the point to which the wind blows spirally inward in a cyclonic storm.




2.
 
the central point around which controversy or trouble happens.













storm cloud

 
/ˈstôrm ˌkloud/






noun



1.
 
a heavy, dark rain cloud.




2.
 
(
storm clouds

 )
 — used in reference to a threatening or ominous state of affairs




•
 
the beginning of the decade saw 
storm clouds gathering

 over Europe.



















stormcock

 
/ˈstôrmkäk/






noun






‹dialect›

 the mistle thrush.













storm cuff






noun




a tight-fitting inner cuff, typically an elasticized one, that prevents rain or wind from getting inside a coat.













storm door

 
/stôrm dô(ə)r/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an additional outer door for protection in bad weather or winter.













storm drain

 
/stôrm drān/






noun




another term for storm sewer
 .













stormer

 
/ˈstôrmər/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 something particularly impressive or good of its kind




•
 
a stormer of an album




•
 
the engine is a real stormer.



















storm flap






noun




a piece of material designed to protect an opening or fastener on a tent or coat from the effects of rain.













storm glass






noun




a sealed tube containing a solution whose clarity is thought to change when storms approach.













storming

 
/ˈstôrmiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a performance, especially in sports or music) outstandingly vigorous or impressive




•
 
his storming finish carried him into third place.



















Stormin' Norman

 
/ˌstôrmin ˈnôrmən/






see Schwarzkopf, H. Norman
 .









storm jib






noun






[Sailing]

 a small heavy jib for use in a high wind.














storm petrel

 
/ˈstôrm ˌpetrəl/






noun




a small seabird of the open ocean, typically having blackish plumage and a white rump, and formerly believed to be a harbinger of bad weather.

[Family 
Hydrobatidae

 : several genera and many species, e.g., 
Hydrobates pelagicus

 of the northeastern Atlantic and Mediterranean.]













storm sail

 
/stôrm sāl/






noun




a sail used in stormy weather, of smaller size and stronger material than the corresponding one used in ordinary weather.














storm sewer

 
/ˈstôrm ˌso͞oər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sewer built to carry away excess water in times of heavy rain.













storm signal






noun




a lamp, flag, or other device used to give a visible warning of an approaching storm.













storm surge

 
/stôrm sərj/






noun




a rising of the sea as a result of atmospheric pressure changes and wind associated with a storm.













storm-tossed






adjective




exposed to or characterized by strong winds and rain




•
 
a boat on storm-tossed seas




•
 
since the sea is storm-tossed, some lifeboats occasionally sink




•
 


‹figurative›

 the storm-tossed politics of recent years.



















storm track






noun




a course followed by cyclones or storm systems as they move across the land or sea




•
 
the most common storm track for hurricanes in the central Pacific is south of Hawaii.




















storm troops





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
another term for shock troops
 .




2.
 
(
Storm Troops

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the Nazi political militia.








II.
 
derivatives





storm trooper

 
/ˈstôrm ˌtro͞opər /






noun





















storm water






noun




surface water in abnormal quantity resulting from heavy falls of rain or snow.













storm window

 
/stôrm ˈwindō/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a window fixed outside a normal window for protection and insulation in bad weather or winter.













stormy

 
/ˈstôrmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of weather) characterized by strong winds and usually rain, thunder, lightning, or snow




•
 
a dark and stormy night.










2.
 
(of the sea or sky) having large waves or dark clouds because of windy or rainy conditions




•
 
gray and stormy skies.










3.
 
full of angry or violent outbursts of feeling




•
 
a long and stormy debate




•
 
a stormy relationship.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stormily

 
/ˈstôrməlē /






adverb













2.
 
storminess

 
/ˈstôrmēnəs /






noun





















stormy petrel

 
/ˈˌstôrmē ˈpetrəl/






noun




another term for storm petrel
 .













Storting

 
/ˈstôrdiNG/





I.
 
the Norwegian parliament.







– origin

 Norwegian, from 
stor

 ‘great’ + 
ting

 ‘assembly.’






story1


 
/ˈstôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an account of imaginary or real people and events told for entertainment




•
 
an adventure story




•
 
I'm going to tell you a story.










2.
 
a plot or story line




•
 
the novel has a good story.










3.
 
a report of an item of news in a newspaper, magazine, or news broadcast




•
 
stories in the local papers.










4.
 
a piece of gossip; a rumor




•
 
there have been lots of stories going around, as you can imagine.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a false statement or explanation; a lie




•
 
Ellie never 
told stories

 —she had always believed in the truth.










6.
 
an account of past events in someone's life or in the evolution of something




•
 
the story of modern farming




•
 
the film is based on a true story.










7.
 
a particular person's representation of the facts of a matter, especially as given in self-defense




•
 
during police interviews, Harper changed his story.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a situation viewed in terms of the information known about it or its similarity to another




•
 
having such information is useful, but it is not the whole story




•
 
many children with leukemia now survive—twenty years ago it was a very different story.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
but that's another story








‹informal›

 used after raising a matter to indicate that one does not want to expand on it for now.









2.
 
end of story








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that there is nothing to add on a matter just mentioned




•
 
Men don't cry in public. End of story.















3.
 
it's a long story








‹informal›

 used to indicate that, for now, one does not want to talk about something that is too involved or painful.









4.
 
it's (or that's) the story of one's life








‹informal›

 used to lament the fact that a particular misfortune has happened too often in one's experience




•
 
“It's the story of my life,” my mother would say when she returned home from a sale empty-handed.















5.
 
the same old story






used to indicate that a particular bad situation is tediously familiar




•
 
are we not faced with the same old story of a badly managed project?















6.
 
the story goes






it is said or rumored




•
 


the story goes that

 he's fallen out with his friends.















7.
 cut) a long story short ">
to make ( cut) a long story short






used to end an account of events quickly




•
 
to make a long story short, I married Stephen.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a historical account or representation): shortening of Anglo-Norman French 
estorie

 , from Latin 
historia

 (see history
 ).






story2


 
/ˈstôrē /

 


‹Brit.›

 storey





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a part of a building comprising all the rooms that are on the same level


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-story building.

















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Latin 
historia

 ‘history, story,’ a special use in Anglo-Latin, perhaps originally denoting a tier of painted windows or sculptures on the front of a building (representing a historical subject).





Story, Joseph

 
/ˈstôrē/






(1779–1845), US Supreme Court associate justice 1811–45. Appointed to the Court by President Madison, he was the youngest associate justice ever to serve. He established the supremacy of Supreme Court rulings.









storyboard

 
/ˈstôrēˌbôrd/






noun




a sequence of drawings, typically with some directions and dialogue, representing the shots planned for a movie or television production.













storybook

 
/ˈstôrēˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a book containing a story or collection of stories intended for children.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something that is as idyllically perfect as things typically are in storybooks




•
 
it was a storybook finish to an illustrious career.



















story editor






noun




an editor who advises on the content and form of movie or television scripts.














storyline

 
/ˈstôrēˌlīn/






noun




the plot of a novel, play, movie, or other narrative form.













storyteller

 
/ˈstôrēˌtelər/





I.
 
noun




a person who tells stories.








II.
 
derivatives





storytelling

 
/ˈstôrēˌteliNG /






noun, adjective





















story time






noun




a regular time at which a story is read aloud to children.













Storyville

 
/ˈstôrēˌvil/






a former red-light district in New Orleans, Louisiana, closed down in 1917 and associated with the early development of jazz music.









stot

 
/stät/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
another term for pronk
 .











– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





stotin

 
/stäˈtēn/





I.
 
noun




a former monetary unit of Slovenia, equal to one hundredth of a tolar.











– origin

 Slovene.





stotinka

 
/stôˈtiNGkə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Bulgaria, equal to one hundredth of a lev.











– origin

 Bulgarian, literally ‘one hundredth.’






stoup

 
/sto͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a basin for holy water, especially on the wall near the door of a Roman Catholic church for worshipers to dip their fingers in before crossing themselves.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹historical›

 a flagon or beaker for drink.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘pail, small cask’): from Old Norse 
staup

 , of Germanic origin; related to the verb steep
 2
 .





stour

 
/sto͝or /

 
stoor





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 dust forming a cloud or deposited in a mass.








II.
 
derivatives





stoury






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: of uncertain origin.





stout

 
/stout/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) somewhat fat or of heavy build




•
 
stout middle-aged men.










2.
 
(of an object) strong and thick




•
 
Billy had armed himself with a stout stick




•
 
stout walking boots.










3.
 
(of an act, quality, or person) brave and determined




•
 
he put up a stout defense in court.














II.
 
noun




a kind of strong, dark beer brewed with roasted malt or barley.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stoutish






adjective





stout
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective)













2.
 
stoutly

 
/ˈstoutlē /






adverb













3.
 
stoutness

 
/ˈstoutnəs /






noun





stout
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 adjective)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French dialect, of West Germanic origin; perhaps related to stilt
 . The noun (late 17th cent.) originally denoted any strong beer and is probably elliptical for 
stout ale

 .





Stout, Rex

 
/stout/






(1886–1975) US writer; full name 
Rex Todhunter Stout

 . He created the portly, food-loving, orchid aficionado Nero Wolfe, a detective who appeared in many of his novels, from 
Fer de Lance

 (1934) to 
A Family Affair

 (1975).









stouthearted

 
/ˌstoutˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




courageous or determined.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stoutheartedly






adverb













2.
 
stoutheartedness






noun





















stove1


 
/stōv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apparatus for cooking or heating that operates by burning fuel or using electricity.




2.
 
(also 
stove house

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a hothouse for plants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat (an object) by heating it in a stove in order to apply a desired surface coating.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 raise (plants) in a hothouse.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘sweating room’): from Middle Dutch or Middle Low German 
stove

 ; perhaps related to the noun stew
 1
 . Current verb senses date from the early 17th cent.





stove2


 
/stōv/






past and past participle of stave
 .









stoved

 
/stōvd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 (of vegetables or meat) stewed.













stove enamel

 
/stōv iˈnaməl eˈnaməl /

 

‹Brit.›






I.
 
noun




a heatproof enamel produced by heat treatment in a stove, or a paint imitating it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
stove-enamelled

 )


1.
 
give (something) a heatproof enamel finish.













stovepipe

 
/ˈstōvpīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the pipe taking the smoke and gases from a stove up through a roof or to a chimney.




2.
 
an information conduit that traverses vertical levels efficiently but does not disperse widely.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit (information) directly through levels of a hierarchy




•
 
neocons who stovepiped lies straight up to the White House.



















stovepipe hat






noun




a silk hat resembling a top hat but much taller.













stovetop

 
/ˈstōvtäp/





I.
 
noun




the upper surface of a cooking stove, including the burners.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a stovetop




•
 
healthy, no-oil stovetop grill pan.










2.
 
designed to be prepared on a stovetop, rather than in an oven




•
 
beef noodle stovetop casserole.



















stow

 
/stō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pack or store (an object) carefully and neatly in a particular place




•
 
the bathhouse offers baskets in which to stow your clothes




•
 
she 
stowed

 the map 
away

 in the glove compartment.














II.
 
phrases





stow it!








‹informal›

 used as a way of urging someone to be quiet or to stop doing something.












III.
 
phrasal verbs





stow away






conceal oneself on a ship, aircraft, or other passenger vehicle in order to travel secretly or without paying the fare




•
 
he stowed away on a ship bound for South Africa.





















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of bestow
 .





stowage

 
/ˈstōij/






noun



1.
 
the action or manner of stowing something.




2.
 
space for stowing something in




•
 
there is plenty of stowage beneath the berth.



















stowaway

 
/ˈstōəˌwā/






noun




a person who stows away.













Stowe

 
/stō/






a town in north central Vermont, a noted skiing and resort center; pop. 4,919 (est. 2008).









Stowe, Harriet Beecher






(1811–96), US novelist; full name 
Harriet Elizabeth Beecher Stowe

 . She won fame with her novel 
Uncle Tom's Cabin

 (1852), which strengthened the contemporary abolitionist cause with its descriptions of the sufferings caused by slavery. She was the sister of Catherine Beecher and Henry Ward Beecher.









STP






abbreviation



1.
 


[Physiology]

 short-term potentiation.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 standard temperature and pressure.




3.
 
Professor of Sacred Theology.

[from Latin 
Sanctae Theologiae Professor

 .]













STR






abbreviation




synchronous transmitter receiver.













Str.






abbreviation



1.
 
strait.




2.
 
(
str.

 )
 — 

[Rowing]

 stroke.













strabismus

 
/strəˈbizməs/





I.
 
noun




abnormal alignment of the eyes; the condition of having a squint.








II.
 
derivatives





strabismic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
strabismos

 , from 
strabizein

 ‘to squint,’ from 
strabos

 ‘squinting.’





Strabo

 
/ˈstrābō/






(
c.

 63 
BC

 –
c.

 
AD

 23), historian and geographer. His only extant work, 
Geographica

 , in 17 volumes, provides a detailed physical and historical geography of the ancient world during the reign of Augustus.









stracciatella

 
/ˌsträCHēəˈtelə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian soup containing eggs and cheese.











– origin

 Italian.





Strachey, Lytton

 
/ˈstrāCHē/






(1880–1932), English biographer; full name 
Giles Lytton Strachey

 . A prominent member of the Bloomsbury Group, he achieved recognition with 
Eminent Victorians

 (1918).









Strad

 
/strad/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a Stradivarius.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





straddle

 
/ˈstradl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sit or stand with one leg on either side of




•
 
he turned the chair around and straddled it.










2.
 
place (one's legs) wide apart




•
 
he shifted his legs, straddling them to keep his balance.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 stand, walk, or sit with one's legs wide apart.




4.
 
extend across or be situated on both sides of




•
 
a mountain range straddling the Franco-Swiss border.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 take up or maintain an equivocal position with regard to (a political issue)




•
 
a man who had straddled the issue of taxes.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sitting or standing with one's legs wide apart.




2.
 


[Stock Market]

 a simultaneous purchase of options to buy and to sell a security or commodity at a fixed price, allowing the purchaser to make a profit whether the price of the security or commodity goes up or down.








III.
 
derivatives





straddler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of dialect 
striddle

 , back-formation from dialect 
striddling

 ‘astride,’ from stride
 + the adverbial suffix 
-ling

 .






Stradivari, Antonio

 
/ˌsträdəˈvärē, ˌstradəˈverē/






(
c.

 1644–1737), Italian violin-maker. He devised the proportions of the modern violin, giving a more powerful and rounded sound than earlier instruments possessed. About 650 of his celebrated violins, violas, and violoncellos are still in existence.









Stradivarius

 
/ˌstradəˈverēəs/





I.
 
noun




a violin or other stringed instrument made by Antonio Stradivari or his followers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Latinized form of Stradivari, Antonio
 .





strafe

 
/strāf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack repeatedly with bombs or machine-gun fire from low-flying aircraft




•
 
military aircraft strafed the village.














II.
 
noun




an attack from low-flying aircraft.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: humorous adaptation of the German World War I catchphrase 
Gott strafe England

 ‘may God punish England.’





straggle

 
/ˈstraɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move along slowly, typically in a small irregular group, so as to remain some distance behind the person or people in front




•
 
half the men were already straggling back into the building




•
 (as 
adj.

 
straggling

 )
 
only a few straggling kids remained.










2.
 
grow, spread, or be laid out in an irregular, untidy way




•
 
her hair was straggling over her eyes.














II.
 
noun




an untidy or irregularly arranged mass or group of something




•
 
a straggle of cottages.














III.
 
derivatives





straggler

 
/ˈstraɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps from dialect 
strake

 ‘go.’





straggly

 
/ˈstraɡ(ə)lē/






adjective




growing or spreading in an irregular, untidy way




•
 
his straggly dark hair.




















straight

 
/strāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extending or moving uniformly in one direction only; without a curve or bend




•
 
a long, straight road.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a line) lying on the shortest path between any two of its points.




3.
 
(of an aim, blow, or course) going direct to the intended target




•
 
a straight punch to the face.










4.
 
(of hair) not curly or wavy.




5.
 
(of a garment) not flared or fitted closely to the body




•
 
a straight skirt.










6.
 
(of an arch) flat-topped.




7.
 
properly positioned so as to be level, upright, or symmetrical




•
 
he made sure his tie was straight.










8.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in proper order or condition




•
 
it'll take a long time to get the place straight.










9.
 
not evasive; honest




•
 
a straight answer




•
 
thank you for being straight with me.










10.
 
simple; straightforward




•
 
a straight choice between nuclear power and penury.










11.
 
(of a look) bold and steady




•
 
he gave her a straight, no-nonsense look.










12.
 
(of thinking) clear, logical, and unemotional.




13.
 
not addicted to drugs.




14.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — in continuous succession




•
 
he scored his fourth straight win.










15.
 
supporting all the principles and candidates of one political party




•
 
he generally voted a 
straight ticket

 .










16.
 
(of an alcoholic drink) undiluted; neat




•
 
straight brandy.










17.
 
(especially of drama) serious as opposed to comic or musical; employing the conventional techniques of its art form




•
 
a straight play.










18.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) conventional or respectable




•
 
she looked pretty straight in her school clothes.










19.
 


‹informal›

 heterosexual.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a straight line; directly




•
 
he was gazing straight at her




•
 
keep 
straight on

 .










2.
 
with no delay or diversion; directly or immediately




•
 
after dinner we went straight back to our hotel




•
 
I fell into bed and went straight to sleep.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 at once; immediately




•
 
I'll fetch up the bath to you straight.










4.
 
in or into a level, even, or upright position




•
 
he pulled his clothes straight




•
 
sit up straight!










5.
 
correctly; clearly




•
 
I'm so tired I can hardly think straight.










6.
 
honestly and directly; in a straightforward manner




•
 
I told her straight—the kid's right.










7.
 
without a break; continuously




•
 
he remembered working sixteen hours straight.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of something that is not curved or bent, especially a section of a racetrack




•
 
he pulled away in the straight to win by half a second.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a form or position that is not curved or bent




•
 
the rod flew back to the straight.










3.
 


[Poker]

 a continuous sequence of five cards.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a conventional person.




5.
 
a heterosexual.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
get something straight






make a situation clear, especially by reaching an understanding.









2.
 
go straight






live an honest life after being a criminal.









3.
 
a straight face






a blank or serious facial expression, especially when trying not to laugh




•
 
my father 
kept a straight face

 when he joked.















4.
 
the straight and narrow






the honest and morally acceptable way of living




•
 
he's making a real effort to get back on the straight and narrow.







[a misinterpretation of Matt. 7:14, ‘Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it’]









5.
 off) ">
straight (or right) away ( off)






immediately




•
 
the clerk recognized her straight away.















6.
 
straight out (or off)








‹informal›

 without hesitation or deliberation




•
 
If you're not going to help me, just say so straight out.















7.
 
straight up

 
/ˌstrādˈəp /

 

‹informal›






a.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 unmixed; unadulterated




•
 
a dry Martini served straight up.










b.
 
truthfully; honestly




•
 
tell your friends straight up how you feel.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
straightish






adjective













2.
 
straightly






adverb













3.
 
straightness

 
/ˈstrātnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective and adverb): archaic past participle of stretch
 .





straight-ahead

 
/ˌstrādəˈhed/






adjective




(especially of popular music) straightforward, simple, or unadorned.













straight angle






noun






[Mathematics]

 an angle of 180°.













straight-arm






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 ward off (an opponent) or remove (an obstacle) with the arm straight




•
 
I straight-armed the woman leaning in on her.



















straight arrow

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an honest, morally upright person.














straightaway

 
/ˌstrādəˈwā/





I.
 
adverb




variant spelling of straight away
 at straight
 .








II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 extending or moving in a straight line.








III.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a straight section of a road or racetrack.













straight chain






noun






[Chemistry]

 a chain of atoms in a molecule, usually carbon atoms, that is neither branched nor formed into a ring.













straight chair






noun




a straight-backed side chair.













straightedge

 
/ˈstrādˌej/





I.
 
noun




a bar with one accurately straight edge, used for testing whether something else is straight.








II.
 
adjective






(chiefly US)

 (especially among fans of hardcore punk music) having an ascetic or abstinent lifestyle




•
 
he's so straightedge that he won't even take Tylenol when he has a headache.



















straighten

 
/ˈstrātn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become straight


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she helped him straighten his tie




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
where the river straightened he took his chance to check the barometer.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make tidy or put in order again




•
 
he sat down at his desk, straightening his things that Lee had moved




•
 
they are asking for help in 
straightening out

 their lives.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — stand or sit erect after bending




•
 
he 
straightened up

 , using the bedside table for support.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
straighten up

 )
 — (of a vehicle, ship, or aircraft) stop turning and move in a straight line.








II.
 
derivatives





straightener






noun





















straight-faced

 
/ˈstrāt ˈˌfāst/






adjective




with a blank or serious facial expression.













straight flush

 
/strāt fləSH/






noun




(in poker or brag) a hand of cards all of one suit and in a continuous sequence (for example, the seven, eight, nine, ten, and jack of spades).













straightforward

 
/ˌstrātˈfôrwərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
uncomplicated and easy to do or understand




•
 
in a straightforward case no fees will be charged.










2.
 
(of a person) honest and frank




•
 
a straightforward young man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
straightforwardly

 
/ˌstrātˈfôrwərdlē /






adverb













2.
 
straightforwardness

 
/ˌstrātˈfôrwərdnəs /






noun





















straight-line

 
/ˌstrātˈlīn/






adjective



1.
 
containing, characterized by, or relating to straight lines or motion in a straight line




•
 
a straight-line graph




•
 
the Porsche's straight-line stability.










2.
 


[Finance]

 of or relating to a method of depreciation allocating a given percentage of the cost of an asset each year for a fixed period.













straight man

 
/ˈstrāt ˌman/






noun




the person in a comedy duo who speaks lines that give a comedian the opportunity to make jokes.














straight pool






noun




a form of pool in which the players specify the ball they plan to pocket and which pocket the ball will drop into before taking a shot.














straight razor






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a razor having a long blade set in a handle, usually folding like a penknife.













straight shooter





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an honest and forthright person.








II.
 
derivatives





straight-shooting






adjective





















straight-six

 
/ˌstrātˈsiks/






noun



1.
 
an internal combustion engine with six cylinders in line.




2.
 
a vehicle with an engine with six cylinders in line.













straight stitch






noun




a single, short, separate embroidery stitch.













straight-talking






adjective




open, honest, and direct in speech or writing; frank




•
 
a straight-talking man of principle.



















straight time






noun






(chiefly US)

 normal working hours, paid at a regular rate.













straight-up

 
/ˌstrādˈəp/






adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 honest; trustworthy




•
 
you sounded like a straight-up guy.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 truly so called; genuine




•
 
a straight-up suspense tale.



















straightway

 
/ˈstrātˌwā/






adverb




archaic form of straightaway
 .













strain1


 
/strān/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (a part of one's body or oneself) to make a strenuous or unusually great effort




•
 
I stopped and listened, straining my ears for any sound.










2.
 
injure (a limb, muscle, or organ) by overexerting it or twisting it awkwardly




•
 
on cold days you are more likely to strain a muscle




•
 
glare from the screen can strain your eyes.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a strenuous and continuous effort




•
 
his voice was so quiet that I had to strain to hear it.










4.
 
make severe or excessive demands on




•
 
he strained her tolerance to the limit.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — pull or push forcibly at something




•
 
the bear 
strained at

 the chain around its neck




•
 
his stomach was swollen, 
straining against

 the thin shirt.










6.
 
stretch (something) tightly




•
 
the barbed wire fence was strained to posts six feet high.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 embrace (someone) tightly




•
 
she strained the infant to her bosom again.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pour (a mainly liquid substance) through a porous or perforated device or material in order to separate out any solid matter




•
 
strain the custard into a bowl.










9.
 
cause liquid to drain off (food that has been boiled, soaked, or canned) by pouring through a perforated device.




10.
 
drain off (liquid) by straining




•
 


strain off

 the surplus fat.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a force tending to pull or stretch something to an extreme or damaging degree




•
 
the usual type of chair puts an enormous strain on the spine




•
 
aluminum may bend under strain.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the magnitude of a deformation, equal to the change in the dimension of a deformed object divided by its original dimension.




3.
 
an injury to a part of the body caused by overexertion or twisting a muscle awkwardly




•
 
he has a slight groin strain.










4.
 
a severe or excessive demand on the strength, resources, or abilities of someone or something




•
 
the accusations 
put a strain on

 relations between the two countries




•
 
she's obviously 
under

 considerable 
strain

 .










5.
 
a state of tension or exhaustion resulting from this




•
 
the telltale signs of nervous strain.










6.
 
(usu. 
strains

 )
 — the sound of a piece of music as it is played or performed




•
 
through the open windows came the strains of a hurdy-gurdy playing in the street.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at (full) strain








‹archaic›

 using the utmost effort.









2.
 
strain every nerve






see nerve
 .









3.
 
strain at the leash






see leash
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





strainable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
estreindre

 , from Latin 
stringere

 ‘draw tight.’ Current senses of the noun arose in the mid 16th cent.





strain2


 
/strān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a breed, stock, or variety of an animal or plant developed by breeding.




2.
 
a natural or cultured variety of a microorganism with a distinct form, biochemistry, or virulence.




3.
 
a particular tendency as part of a person's character




•
 
there was a powerful strain of insanity on her mother's side of the family.










4.
 
a variety of a particular abstract thing




•
 
a strain of feminist thought.

















– origin

 Old English 
strīon

 ‘acquisition, gain,’ of Germanic origin; related to Latin 
struere

 ‘to build up.’





strained

 
/strānd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an atmosphere, situation, or relationship) not relaxed or comfortable; tense or uneasy




•
 
there was a strained silence




•
 
relations between the two countries were strained.










2.
 
(of a person) showing signs of tiredness or nervous tension




•
 
Jean's pale, strained face.










3.
 
(of an appearance or performance) produced by deliberate effort rather than natural impulse; artificial or forced




•
 
I put on my strained smile for the next customer.










4.
 
(of a statement or representation) labored or far-fetched




•
 
my example may seem a little strained and artificial.










5.
 
(of a limb or muscle) injured by overexertion or twisting.




6.
 
(of a mainly liquid substance) having been strained to separate out any solid matter.













strain energy






noun






[Mechanics]

 energy stored in an elastic body under loading.













strainer

 
/ˈstrānər/






noun




a device having holes punched in it or made of crossed wires for separating solid matter from a liquid




•
 
a tea strainer.



















strain gauge

 
/strān ɡāj/






noun




a device for indicating the strain of a material or structure at the point of attachment.













strait

 
/strāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
straits

 )
 — a narrow passage of water connecting two seas or two large areas of water


[in 
place names

 ]


•
 
the Strait of Gibraltar.










2.
 
(
straits

 )
 — used in reference to a situation characterized by a specified degree of trouble or difficulty




•
 
the economy is 
in dire straits






•
 
a crippling disease could leave anyone in serious financial straits.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a place) of limited spatial capacity; narrow or cramped




•
 
the road was so strait that a handful of men might have defended it.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 close, strict, or rigorous




•
 
my captivity was strait as ever.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
straitly






adverb













2.
 
straitness

 
/ˈstrātnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estreit

 ‘tight, narrow,’ from Latin 
strictus

 ‘drawn tight’ (see strict
 ).





straiten

 
/ˈstrātn/






verb






‹archaic›

 make or become narrow


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the passage was straitened by tables.



















straitened

 
/ˈstrātnd/






adjective



1.
 
characterized by poverty




•
 
they lived in straitened circumstances.










2.
 
restricted in range or scope




•
 
their straitened horizons.



















straitjacket

 
/ˈstrātˌjakət /

 
straightjacket





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong garment with long sleeves that can be tied together to confine the arms of a violent prisoner or mental patient.




2.
 
used in reference to something that restricts freedom of action, development, or expression




•
 
the government is operating in an economic straitjacket.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrain with a straitjacket.




2.
 
impose severely restrictive measures on (a person or activity)




•
 
the treaty should not be used as a tool to straitjacket international trade.

















usage:

 See usage at strait-laced
 .





strait-laced

 
/ˌstrātˈlāst /

 
straight-laced





I.
 
adjective




having or showing very strict moral attitudes.











usage:

 As an adjective, 
strait

 means ‘narrow or cramped’ and ‘strict or rigorous’: the idea behind 
strait-laced

 and 
straitjacket

 is of being tightly laced or confined. As 
strait

 is now old-fashioned and unfamiliar, however, people often interpret it as the more usual word 
straight

 . 
Straight-laced

 and 
straightjacket

 are now generally accepted in standard English, and the spelling 
straight-laced

 is more common than 
strait-laced

 in the Oxford English Corpus.





strake

 
/strāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous line of planking or plates from the stem to the stern of a ship or boat.




2.
 
a protruding ridge fitted to an aircraft or other structure to improve aerodynamic stability.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Latin 
stracus

 , 
straca

 ; probably from the Germanic base of the verb stretch
 .





stramonium

 
/strəˈmōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




a preparation of the dried leaves or poisonous seeds of the jimson weed, with medical and other uses.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin (part of the plant's binomial), perhaps an alteration of Tatar 
turman

 ‘horse medicine.’





strand1


 
/strand/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive or leave (a boat, sailor, or sea creature) aground on a shore




•
 
the ships were stranded in shallow water.










2.
 
leave (someone) without the means to move from somewhere




•
 
they were stranded in St. Louis by the blizzard.














II.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the shore of a sea, lake, or large river




•
 
a heron glided to rest on a pebbly strand.

















– origin

 Old English (as a noun), of unknown origin. The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





strand2


 
/strand/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a single thin length of something such as thread, fiber, or wire, especially as twisted together with others




•
 
a strand of cotton




•
 
strands of grass.










2.
 
a string of beads or pearls.




3.
 
an element that forms part of a complex whole




•
 
certain strands of postmodern thought.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: of unknown origin.





stranded1


 
/ˈstrandəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a boat, sailor, or sea creature) left aground on a shore




•
 
a stranded whale.










2.
 
left without the means to move from somewhere




•
 
she offers a lift to a stranded commuter.



















stranded2


 
/ˈstrandəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of thread, rope, or similar) arranged in single thin lengths twisted together




•
 
stranded cotton




•
 


‹figurative›

 the many-stranded passions of the country.



















strandwolf

 
/ˈstrandwo͝olf/





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 the brown hyena, which often frequents the shore, where it scavenges dead fish and birds.

[
Hyaena brunnea

 , family 
Hyaenidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from South African Dutch, from 
strand

 ‘beach’ + 
wolf

 ‘wolf.’






strange

 
/strānj/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unusual or surprising in a way that is unsettling or hard to understand




•
 
children have some strange ideas




•
 
he's a very strange man




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 


it is strange how

 things change.










2.
 
not previously visited, seen, or encountered; unfamiliar or alien




•
 
she found herself in bed in a strange place




•
 
a harsh accent that was 
strange to

 his ears.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
strange to/at/in

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 unaccustomed to or unfamiliar with




•
 
I am strange to the work.










4.
 


[Physics]

 having a nonzero value for strangeness.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
feel strange





a.
 
(of a person or part of the body) feel unwell; have unpleasant sensations




•
 
her head still felt strange.










b.
 
be uncomfortable or ill at ease in a situation




•
 
the family had expected to feel strange in Stephen's company.















2.
 tell) ">
strange to say ( tell)






it is surprising or unusual that




•
 
strange to say, I didn't really like carol singers.


















III.
 
derivatives





strangely

 
/ˈstrānjlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the house was strangely quiet




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 


strangely enough

 , people were able to perform this task without difficulty

























– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estrange

 , from Latin 
extraneus

 ‘external, strange.’






strange attractor






noun






[Mathematics]

 an equation or fractal set representing a complex pattern of behavior in a chaotic system.













strangeness

 
/ˈstrānjnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being strange.




2.
 


[Physics]

 one of six flavors of quark.













strange particle






noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle classified as having a nonzero value for strangeness.













stranger

 
/ˈstrānjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whom one does not know or with whom one is not familiar




•
 
don't talk to strangers




•
 
she remained 
a stranger to

 him.










2.
 
a person who does not know, or is not known in, a particular place or community




•
 
I'm a 
stranger in

 these parts




•
 
he must have been a 
stranger to

 the village.










3.
 
(
stranger to

 )
 — a person entirely unaccustomed to (a feeling, experience, or situation)




•
 
he 
is no stranger to

 controversy.














II.
 
phrases





hello, stranger!








‹humorous›

 used to greet someone whom one has not seen for some time.















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estrangier

 , from Latin 
extraneus

 (see strange
 ).






strangle

 
/ˈstraNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
squeeze or constrict the neck of (a person or animal), especially so as to cause death




•
 
the victim was strangled with a scarf.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
strangled

 )
 — sounding as though the speaker's throat is constricted




•
 
a series of strangled gasps.










3.
 
suppress (an impulse, action, or sound)




•
 
she strangled a sob.










4.
 
hamper or hinder the development or activity of




•
 
overrestrictive policies that strangle growth.














II.
 
derivatives





strangler

 
/ˈstraNGɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estrangler

 , from Latin 
strangulare

 , from Greek 
strangalan

 , from 
strangalē

 ‘halter,’ related to 
strangos

 ‘twisted.’






stranglehold

 
/ˈstraNGɡəlˌhōld/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a grip around the neck of another person that can kill by asphyxiation if held for long enough.




2.
 
complete or overwhelming control




•
 
he broke the union that held a 
stranglehold on

 bus service.



















strangles

 
/ˈstraNGɡəlz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a bacterial infection of the upper respiratory tract of horses, causing enlargement of the lymph nodes in the throat, which may impair breathing.

[This disease is caused by the bacterium 
Streptococcus equi

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: plural of obsolete 
strangle

 ‘strangulation,’ from strangle
 .





strangulate

 
/ˈstraNGɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
strangulated

 )


1.
 


[Medicine]

 prevent circulation of the blood supply through (a part of the body, especially a hernia) by constriction




•
 
a strangulated hernia.










2.
 


‹informal›

 strangle; throttle




•
 
the poor woman died strangulated.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
strangulated

 )
 — sounding as though the speaker's throat is constricted




•
 
a strangulated cry.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘suffocate’): from Latin 
strangulat-

 ‘choked,’ from the verb 
strangulare

 (see strangle
 ).





strangulation

 
/ˌstraNGɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action or state of strangling or being strangled




•
 
death due to strangulation.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 the condition in which circulation of blood to a part of the body (especially a hernia) is cut off by constriction.













strangury

 
/ˈstraNGɡyərē/





I.
 
noun




a condition caused by blockage or irritation at the base of the bladder, resulting in severe pain and a strong desire to urinate.








II.
 
derivatives





strangurious

 
/-ˈɡyo͝orēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
strangouria

 , from 
stranx

 , 
strang-

 ‘drop squeezed out’ + 
ouron

 ‘urine.’






strap

 
/strap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of leather, cloth, or other flexible material, often with a buckle, used to fasten, secure, or carry something or to hold onto something




•
 
her bra strap




•
 
the strap of his shoulder bag.










2.
 
a strip of metal, often hinged, used to fasten or secure something.




3.
 
(
the strap

 )
 — punishment by beating with a strip of leather.




4.
 
variant form of strop
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or secure in a specified place or position with a strap or seat belt




•
 
I had to strap the bag to my bicycle




•
 
the children were strapped into their car seats.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — beat (someone) with a strip of leather




•
 
I expected when my dad walked in that he'd strap him.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a trap for birds, also a piece of timber fastening two objects together): dialect form of strop
 .





straphanger

 
/ˈstrapˌhaNGər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a standing passenger in a bus or train.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person who commutes to work by public transportation.








II.
 
derivatives





strap-hang

 
/ˈstrapˌhaNG /






verb





















strap hinge

 
/strap hinj/






noun




a hinge with long leaves or flaps for screwing onto the surface of a door or gate.













strapless

 
/ˈstrapləs/






adjective




(especially of a dress or bra) without shoulder straps.













strap-on

 
/ˈstrapän/






adjective




able to be attached by a strap or straps.













strappado

 
/strəˈpādō strəˈpädō/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the strappado

 )


1.
 


‹historical›

 a form of punishment or torture in which the victim was secured to a rope and made to fall from a height almost to the ground before being stopped with an abrupt jerk.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the instrument used for inflicting strappado.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
(e)strapade

 , from Italian 
strappata

 , from 
strappare

 ‘to snatch.’





strapped

 
/strapt/






adjective






‹informal›

 short of money




•
 
I'm constantly 
strapped for cash

 .



















strapping1


 
/ˈstrapiNG/






adjective




(especially of a young person) big and strong




•
 
they had three strapping sons.



















strapping2


 
/ˈstrapiNG/






noun



1.
 
adhesive plaster for binding injured parts of the body.




2.
 
strips of leather or pliable metal used to hold, strengthen, or fasten something.













strappy

 
/ˈstrapē/






adjective




(of shoes or clothes) having eye-catching straps




•
 
white strappy sandals.



















Strasberg, Lee

 
/ˈstrasˌbərɡ, ˈsträs-/






(1901–82), US actor, director, and drama teacher, born in Austria; born 
Israel Strassberg

 . As artistic director of the Actors' Studio in New York City (1948–82), he was the leading figure in the development of method acting in the US.









Strasbourg

 
/ˈsträsˌbərɡ ˈsträzˌbərɡ/






a city in northeastern France, the capital of Alsace, close to the border with Germany; pop. 276,867 (2006). It is the headquarters of the Council of Europe and of the European Parliament.









strata

 
/ˈstrādə ˈstradə/






plural form of stratum
 .










stratagem

 
/ˈstradəjəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plan or scheme, especially one used to outwit an opponent or achieve an end




•
 
a series of devious stratagems.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 skill in devising plans or schemes; cunning.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally denoting a military ploy): from French 
stratagème

 , via Latin from Greek 
stratēgēma

 , from 
stratēgein

 ‘be a general,’ from 
stratēgos

 , from 
stratos

 ‘army’ + 
agein

 ‘to lead.’





stratal

 
/ˈstrādl/






adjective




relating or belonging to strata or a stratum.













strategery

 
/strəˈtējərē/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 strategy (chiefly used ironically or derisively)




•
 
maybe this is his brilliant strategery—drive them so crazy that they act rashly!




•
 
looks like all tactics and no strategery.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of strategy
 (originally as an unintentional error); popularized in the early 21st cent. in a comedy sketch about President George W. Bush on the US television series 
Saturday Night Live

 .






strategic

 
/strəˈtējik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to the identification of long-term or overall aims and interests and the means of achieving them




•
 
the company should take strategic actions to cope with fundamental changes in the environment




•
 
strategic planning for the organization is the responsibility of top management.










2.
 
carefully designed or planned to serve a particular purpose or advantage




•
 
alarms are positioned at strategic points around the prison.










3.
 
relating to the gaining of overall or long-term military advantage




•
 
New Orleans was of strategic importance




•
 
a hazard to British strategic and commercial interests.










4.
 
(of human or material resources) essential in fighting a war




•
 
the strategic forces on Russian territory.










5.
 
(of bombing or weapons) done or for use against industrial areas and communication centers of enemy territory as a long-term military objective




•
 
strategic nuclear missiles.







Often contrasted with tactical
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
strategical

 
/strəˈtējik(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
strategically

 
/strəˈtējik(ə)lē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a strategically placed mirror

























– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
stratégique

 , from Greek 
stratēgikos

 , from 
stratēgos

 (see stratagem
 ).





Strategic Arms Limitation Talks

 
SALT






a series of negotiations between the US and the former Soviet Union aimed at the limitation or reduction of nuclear armaments, which produced the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty. The talks were organized from 1968 onward and held in stages until superseded by the START negotiations in 1983.









Strategic Arms Reduction Talks

 
START






a series of arms-reduction negotiations between the US and the former Soviet Union begun in 1983. The Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty was signed in 1987 and the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty in 1991.










strategic business unit






noun




a relatively autonomous division of a large company that operates as an independent enterprise with responsibility for a particular range of products or activities.




•
 
these strategic business units are responsible for their own profit or loss but are answerable to the top management.



















strategist

 
/ˈstradəjəst/






noun




a person skilled in planning action or policy, especially in war or politics.













strategize

 
/ˈstradəˌjīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 devise a strategy or strategies.














strategy

 
/ˈstradəjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plan of action or policy designed to achieve a major or overall aim




•
 
time to develop a coherent economic strategy




•
 
shifts in marketing strategy.










2.
 
the art of planning and directing overall military operations and movements in a war or battle.

Often contrasted with tactics
 (see tactic
 ).




3.
 
a plan for military operations and movements during a war or battle




•
 
nonprovocative defense strategies.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
stratégie

 , from Greek 
stratēgia

 ‘generalship,’ from 
stratēgos

 (see stratagem
 ).





Stratford

 
/ˈstratfərd/





I.
 
an industrial town in southwestern Connecticut, east of Bridgeport, former home to the American Shakespeare Festival; pop. 48,853 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in southern Ontario in Canada, on the Avon River, noted for its summer Shakespeare Festival; pop. 30,461 (2006).









Stratford-upon-Avon

 
/ˈstratfərd əˌpän ˈāvən, əˌpôn, ˈāˌvän/





I.
 
a town in central England, on the Avon River; pop. 23,100 (est. 2009). Noted as the birth and burial place of William Shakespeare, it is the site of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre.




II.
 
derivatives





Stratfordian

 
/stratˈfôrdēən /






noun





















strath

 
/straTH/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 a broad mountain valley.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic 
srath

 .





strathspey

 
/straTHˈspā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slow Scottish dance.




2.
 
a piece of music for a strathspey dance, typically in four-four time.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from 
Strathspey

 , the name of the valley of the Spey River in Scotland.





stratified sample

 
/ˌstradəˌfīd ˈsamp(ə)l/






noun






[Statistics]

 a sample that is drawn from a number of separate strata of the population, rather than at random from the whole population, in order that it should be representative.













stratiform

 
/ˈstradəˌfôrm/






adjective



1.
 


‹technical›

 arranged in layers




•
 
stratiform clouds.










2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Geology]

 (of a mineral deposit) formed parallel to the bedding planes of the surrounding rock.













stratify

 
/ˈstradəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
stratified

 )


1.
 
form or arrange into strata




•
 
socially stratified cities




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the residues have begun to stratify.










2.
 
arrange or classify




•
 
stratifying patients into well-defined risk groups.










3.
 
place (seeds) close together in layers in moist sand or peat to preserve them or to help them germinate.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of seeds) be germinated by stratifying.








II.
 
derivatives





stratification

 
/ˌstradəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















stratigraphy

 
/strəˈtiɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the branch of geology concerned with the order and relative position of strata and their relationship to the geological time scale.




2.
 
the analysis of the order and position of layers of archaeological remains.




3.
 
the structure of a particular set of strata.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stratigrapher

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
stratigraphic

 
/ˌstradəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
stratigraphical

 
/ˌstratəˈɡrafikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from stratum
 + -graphy
 .





stratocracy

 
/strəˈtäkrəsē/






noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 government by military forces.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a military government.













stratocumulus

 
/ˌstradōˈkyo͞omyələs ˌstrādōˈkyo͞omyələs/






noun




cloud forming a low layer of clumped or broken gray masses.













stratopause

 
/ˈstradəˌpôz/





I.
 
noun




the interface between the stratosphere and the ionosphere.











– origin

 1950s: from stratosphere
 , suggested by tropopause
 .






stratosphere

 
/ˈstradəˌsfir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the layer of the earth's atmosphere above the troposphere, extending to about 32 miles (50 km) above the earth's surface (the lower boundary of the mesosphere).




2.
 


‹informal›

 the very highest levels of a profession or other sphere, or of prices or other quantities




•
 
her next big campaign launched her into the fashion stratosphere.














II.
 
derivatives





stratospheric

 
/ˌstradəˈsfirik ˌstradəˈsferik /






adjective





















stratovolcano

 
/ˌstratōvälˈkānō, ˌstrā-/






noun




a volcano built up of alternate layers of lava and ash.














stratum

 
/ˈstrādəm ˈstradəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a layer or a series of layers of rock in the ground




•
 
a stratum of flint.










2.
 
a thin layer within any structure




•
 
thin strata of air.










3.
 
a level or class to which people are assigned according to their social status, education, or income




•
 
members of other social strata.










4.
 


[Statistics]

 a group into which members of a population are divided in stratified sampling.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘layer or coat of a substance’): modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘something spread or laid down,’ neuter past participle of 
sternere

 ‘strew.’ / 
usage:

 In Latin, the word 
stratum

 is singular and its plural form is 
strata

 . In English, this distinction is maintained. It is therefore incorrect to use 
strata

 as a singular: a new 
stratum

 was uncovered (not a new 
strata

 was uncovered). It is also wrong to create the form 
stratums

 or 
stratas

 as the plural: a series of overlying 
strata

 (not overlying 
stratums

 or overlying 
stratas

 ).





stratum corneum

 
/ˈstrātəm ˌkôrnēəm, ˈstra-/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the horny outer layer of the skin.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘horny layer.’






stratus

 
/ˈstrādəs ˈsträdəs/





I.
 
noun




cloud forming a continuous horizontal gray sheet, often with rain or snow.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘strewn,’ past participle of 
sternere

 .





Strauss

 
/strous, SHtrous/





I.
 
the name of two Austrian composers.




II.
 


Johann

 (1804–49), a leading composer of waltzes; known as 
Strauss the Elder

 . His best-known work is the 
Radetzky March

 (1838).




III.
 


Johann

 (1825–99), son of Strauss the Elder; known as 
Strauss the Younger

 and as the 
waltz king

 . He composed many famous waltzes, such as 
The Blue Danube

 (1867) and 
Tales from the Vienna Woods

 (1868). He is also noted for the operetta 
Die Fledermaus

 (1874).









Strauss, Levi






(c.1829–1902), US manufacturer; born in Germany. He established Levi Strauss & Company in 1850 to sell pants made of tent canvas to gold miners. He eventually switched to denim cloth and made the work pants that became known as blue jeans or “Levi's.”









Strauss, Richard






(1864–1949), German composer. With librettist Hugo von Hofmannsthal he produced operas such as 
Der Rosenkavalier

 (1911). He is often regarded as the last of the 19th-century romantic composers.









Stravinsky, Igor

 
/strəˈvinskē/





I.
 
(1882–1971), Russian composer, resident of the US from 1939; full name 
Igor Fyodorovich Stravinsky

 . His ballets 
The Firebird

 (1910) and 
The Rite of Spring

 (1913) shocked Paris audiences with their irregular rhythms and frequent dissonances. He later developed a neoclassical style typified by the opera 
The Rake's Progress

 (1948–51) and experimented with serialism in 
Threni

 (1958).




II.
 
derivatives





Stravinskyian






adjective






















straw

 
/strô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
dried stalks of grain, used especially as fodder or as material for thatching, packing, or weaving


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a straw hat.










2.
 
a pale yellow color like that of straw


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a dull straw color.










3.
 
a single dried stalk of grain




•
 
the tramp sat chewing a straw.










4.
 
a stalk of grain or something similar used in drawing lots




•
 
we had to 
draw straws

 for the food we had.










5.
 
a thin hollow tube of paper or plastic for sucking drink from a glass or bottle.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
grasp (or clutch or catch) at straws (or a straw)






be in such a desperate situation as to resort to even the most unlikely means of salvation.

[from the proverb 
a drowning man will clutch at a straw

 .]









2.
 
draw the short straw






be the unluckiest of a group of people, especially in being chosen to perform an unpleasant task.









3.
 
the last (or final) straw






a further difficulty or annoyance, typically minor in itself but coming on top of a whole series of difficulties, that makes a situation unbearable




•
 
his affair was the last straw.







[from the proverb 
the last straw breaks the (laden) camel's back

 .]









4.
 
a straw in the wind






a slight hint of future developments.












III.
 
derivatives





strawy

 
/ˈstrôē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
strēaw

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stroo

 and German 
Stroh

 , also to strew
 .





strawberry

 
/ˈstrôˌberē ˈstrôˌb(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet soft red fruit with a seed-studded surface.




2.
 
the low-growing plant that produces the strawberry, having white flowers, lobed leaves, and runners, and found throughout north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Fragaria

 , family 
Rosaceae

 ; the commercial strawberry is usually 
F.

 × 
ananassa

 .]




3.
 
a deep pinkish-red color.











– origin

 Old English 
strēa(w)berige

 , 
strēowberige

 (see straw
 , berry
 ).





strawberry blond

 
strawberry blonde





I.
 
adjective




denoting hair of a light reddish-blond color.








II.
 
noun




a person who has light reddish-blond hair.













strawberry mark






noun




a soft red birthmark.













strawberry roan

 
/ˈstrôˌberē ˈstrôbərē rōn/





I.
 
adjective




denoting an animal's coat that is chestnut mixed with white or gray.








II.
 
noun




a strawberry roan animal.













strawberry tree

 
/ˈstrôˌberē ˌtrē ˈstrôbərē ˌtrē/






noun




a small evergreen European tree of the heath family that bears clusters of whitish flowers late in the year, often at the same time as the strawberrylike fruit from the previous season's flowers.

[
Arbutus unedo

 , family 
Ericaceae

 .]













strawboard

 
/ˈstrôbôrd/






noun




board made of straw pulp, used in building (faced with paper) and in book covers.













straw boss






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a junior supervisor, especially a worker who has some responsibility but little authority.













straw buyer






noun






(US)

 a person who buys something on behalf of someone else in order to circumvent legal restrictions or enable fraud




•
 
straw buyers purchased weapons and passed them on to cartels and criminals




•
 
he fraudulently used straw buyers to obtain mortgages.




















strawflower

 
/ˈstrôˌflou(ə)r/






noun




an everlasting flower of the daisy family.

[Several species in the family 
Compositae

 , in particular the Australian 
Helichrysum bracteatum

 and plants of the genus 
Helipterum

 .]













straw man

 
/strô man/






noun



1.
 
an intentionally misrepresented proposition that is set up because it is easier to defeat than an opponent's real argument




•
 
her familiar procedure of creating a straw man by exaggerating their approach




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
you are constructing a straw man argument.










2.
 
a person regarded as having no substance or integrity




•
 
a photogenic straw man gets inserted into office and advisers dictate policy.



















straw poll

 
/strô pōl /

 
straw vote






noun




an unofficial ballot conducted as a test of opinion




•
 
I 
took a straw poll

 among my immediate colleagues.



















straw purchase






noun






(US)

 a criminal act in which a person who is prohibited from buying firearms uses another person to buy a gun on their behalf.













stray

 
/strā/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move away aimlessly from a group or from the right course or place




•
 
I strayed a few blocks in the wrong direction




•
 
dog owners are urged not to allow their dogs to stray




•
 
the military arrested anyone who 
strayed into

 the exclusion zone.










2.
 
(of the eyes or a hand) move idly or casually in a specified direction




•
 
her eyes strayed to the telephone.










3.
 
(of a person who is married or in a long-term relationship) be unfaithful




•
 
men who stray are seen as more exciting and desirable.










4.
 


‹literary›

 wander or roam in a specified direction




•
 
over these mounds the Kurdish shepherd strays.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
not in the right place; separated from the group or target




•
 
he pushed a few stray hairs from her face




•
 
she was killed by a stray bullet.










2.
 
(of a domestic animal) having no home or having wandered away from home




•
 
stray dogs.










3.
 


[Physics]

 (of a physical quantity) arising as a consequence of the laws of physics, not by deliberate design, and usually having a detrimental effect on the operation or efficiency of equipment




•
 
stray capacitance.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a stray person or thing, especially a domestic animal.




2.
 
(
strays

 )
 — electrical phenomena interfering with radio reception.








IV.
 
derivatives





strayer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
estrayer

 (verb), Anglo-Norman French 
strey

 (noun), partly from astray
 .





streak

 
/strēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thin line or mark of a different substance or color from its surroundings




•
 
a streak of oil.










2.
 


[Microbiology]

 a narrow line of bacteria smeared on the surface of a solid culture medium.




3.
 
an element of a specified kind in someone's character




•
 
there's a streak of insanity in the family




•
 
Lucy had a ruthless streak.










4.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a continuous period of specified success or luck




•
 
the theater is 
on a winning streak






•
 
the team closed the season with an 11-game 
losing streak

 .














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover (a surface) with streaks




•
 
tears streaking her face, Cynthia looked up




•
 
his beard was 
streaked with

 gray.










2.
 
dye (hair) with long, thin lines of a different, typically lighter color than one's natural hair color




•
 
hair that was 
streaked blond

 .










3.
 


[Microbiology]

 smear (a needle, swab, etc.) over the surface of a solid culture medium to initiate a culture.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move very fast in a specified direction




•
 
the cat leaped free and streaked across the street.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 run naked in a public place so as to shock or amuse others.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
like a streak








‹informal›

 very fast




•
 
he is off like a streak.















2.
 
streak of lightning






a flash of lightning.












IV.
 
derivatives





streaker

 
/ˈstrēkər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
strica

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
streek

 and German 
Strich

 , also to strike
 . The sense ‘run naked’ originated in the US in the 1970s.





streaking

 
/ˈstrēkiNG/






noun




long, thin lines of a different color from their surroundings, especially on dyed hair.













streaky

 
/ˈstrēkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having streaks of different colors or textures




•
 
streaky blond hair.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 variable in quality; not predictable or reliable




•
 
King has always been a famously streaky hitter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
streakily

 
/-lē /






adverb













2.
 
streakiness

 
/ˈstrēkēnəs /






noun





















streaky bacon






noun






(Brit.)

 bacon with distinct strips of fat, taken from the sides and belly of a pig




•
 
the strips of crisp streaky bacon add a tasty topping to the vegetables.



















stream

 
/strēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, narrow river.




2.
 
a continuous flow of liquid, air, or gas




•
 
Frank blew out 
a stream of

 smoke




•
 
the blood gushed out in scarlet streams.










3.
 
a mass of people or things moving continuously in the same direction




•
 
there is 
a

 steady 
stream of

 visitors.










4.
 
a large number of things that happen or come one after the other




•
 
a woman screamed 
a stream of

 abuse.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a continuous flow of data or instructions, typically one having a constant or predictable rate.




6.
 
a continuous flow of video and audio material transmitted or received over the Internet.




7.
 
British term for track
 1
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of liquid) run or flow in a continuous current in a specified direction




•
 
she sat with tears 
streaming down

 her face




•
 
sunlight 
streamed through

 the windows.










2.
 
(of a mass of people or things) move in a continuous flow in a specified direction




•
 
he was watching the taxis 
streaming past

 .










3.
 
(usu. 
be streaming

 )
 — (of a person or part of the body) produce a continuous flow of liquid; run with liquid




•
 
my eyes were streaming




•
 
I woke up in the night, 
streaming with

 sweat




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
his mouth was streaming blood.










4.
 
(of hair, clothing, etc.) float or wave at full extent in the wind




•
 
her black cloak 
streamed behind

 her.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 transmit or receive (data, especially video and audio material) over the Internet as a steady, continuous flow.




6.
 
British term for track
 1
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 verb).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
against (or with) the stream






against (or with) the prevailing view or tendency




•
 
a world in which the demand for quality does not run against the stream.















2.
 
on stream






in or into operation or existence; available




•
 
more jobs are 
coming on stream

 .





















– origin

 Old English 
strēam

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stroom

 , German 
Strom

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
rhein

 ‘to flow.’





streamer

 
/ˈstrēmər/






noun



1.
 
a long, narrow strip of material used as a decoration or symbol




•
 
plastic party streamers




•
 


‹figurative›

 a streamer of smoke.










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a banner headline in a newspaper




•
 
his appearance was announced with a streamer headline.










3.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Fishing]

 a fly with feathers attached




•
 
a streamer fly.










4.
 


[Astronomy]

 an elongated mass of luminous matter, e.g., in auroras or the sun's corona.













streamflow

 
/ˈstrēmflō/






noun




the flow of water in a stream or river.













streaming

 
/ˈstrēmiNG /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
noun




a method of transmitting or receiving data (especially video and audio material) over a computer network as a steady, continuous flow, allowing playback to proceed while subsequent data is being received.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or making use of a form of tape transport, used mainly to provide backup storage, in which data may be transferred in bulk while the tape is in motion.




2.
 
(of data) transmitted in a continuous stream while earlier parts are being used.













streamlet

 
/ˈstrēmlət/






noun




a small stream.













streamline

 
/ˈstrēmˌlīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
streamlined

 )


1.
 
design or provide with a form that presents very little resistance to a flow of air or water, increasing speed and ease of movement




•
 
streamlined passenger trains.










2.
 
make (an organization or system) more efficient and effective by employing faster or simpler working methods




•
 
the company streamlined its operations by removing whole layers of management.














II.
 
noun




a line along which the flow of a moving fluid is least turbulent.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of fluid flow) free from turbulence.




2.
 


‹dated›

 having a streamlined shape




•
 
a streamline airplane.



















stream of consciousness






noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 a person's thoughts and conscious reactions to events, perceived as a continuous flow. The term was introduced by William James in his 
Principles of Psychology

 (1890).




2.
 


[Psychology]

 a literary style in which a character's thoughts, feelings, and reactions are depicted in a continuous flow uninterrupted by objective description or conventional dialogue. James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and Marcel Proust are among its notable early exponents.













Streep, Meryl

 
/strēp/






(1949–), US actress; born 
Mary Louise Streep

 . Notable movies: 
Kramer vs. Kramer

 (1980), 
The French Lieutenant's Woman

 (1981), 
Sophie's Choice

 (1982), 
Out of Africa

 (1986), 
The Hours

 (2002), and 
The Iron Lady

 (2011).









street

 
/strēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a public road in a city or town, typically with houses and buildings on one or both sides




•
 
the narrow, winding streets of Greenwich Village




•
 [in 
place names

 ]
 
45 Lake Street.










2.
 
(
the street

 )
 — 

(US)

 used to refer to the financial markets and activities on Wall Street.




3.
 
(
the street/streets

 )
 — the roads or public areas of a city or town




•
 
every week, fans stop me in the street.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of or relating to the outlook, values, or lifestyle of those young people who are perceived as composing a fashionable urban subculture




•
 
New York City street culture.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting someone who is homeless




•
 
he ministered to street people in storefront missions.










6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — performing or being performed on the street




•
 
street theater.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the streets





a.
 
homeless.




b.
 
working as a prostitute.









2.
 
streets ahead








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 greatly superior




•
 
the restaurant is streets ahead of its local rivals.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
streeted






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a many-streeted tangle of low, brick buildings



















2.
 
streetward

 
/-wərd /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
strǣt

 , from late Latin 
strāta (via

 ) ‘paved (way),’ feminine past participle of 
sternere

 ‘lay down.’





street Arab

 
/strēt ˈerəb/






noun






‹archaic›

 a raggedly dressed homeless child wandering the streets.













streetball

 
/ˈstrētˌbôl/






noun




an informal type of basketball played especially in urban areas such as parking lots, playgrounds, etc.














streetcar

 
/ˈstrētˌkär/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for trolley car
 .













street clothes

 
/strēt klō(T͟H)z/






plural noun




clothes suitable for everyday wear in public.














street credibility

 
/strēt ˌkredəˈbilədē /

 


‹informal›

 street cred






noun




acceptability among young black urban residents.













street cries






plural noun




the cries used by street vendors to advertise their wares.













street drug






noun






‹informal›

 a drug sold illegally and used for its mood-altering, stimulant, or sedative effects




•
 
well known as an animal tranquilizer, ketamine is also used as an illicit street drug called ‘special K’



















street food






noun




prepared or cooked food sold by vendors in a street or other public location for immediate consumption




•
 
Chinatown comes alive during the summer with night markets where hawkers sell sizzling street food after dark




•
 
the chefs have created dishes inspired by traditional street foods.



















street furniture

 
/strēt ˈfərniCHər/






noun




objects placed or fixed in the street for public use, such as mailboxes, road signs, and benches.













street hockey






noun




a form of hockey played on a paved surface using in-line skates.













street-legal

 
/ˌstrētˈlēɡəl/






adjective




(of a vehicle) meeting all legal requirements for use on ordinary roads.













streetlight

 
/ˈstrētˌlīt /

 
streetlamp






noun




a light illuminating a road, typically mounted on a tall pole.













street name






noun



1.
 
an informal term for something, especially an illegal drug.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the name of a brokerage firm, bank, or dealer in which stock is held on behalf of a purchaser.













street party






noun




a social event held outdoors in a street or other public area, typically one organized by and for local residents




•
 
thousands of people celebrated the coronation with street parties, carnivals, and firework displays.




















street-smart

 
/strēt smärt/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 having the experience and knowledge necessary to deal with the potential difficulties or dangers of life in an urban environment




•
 
a street-smart hustler on a motorcycle.














II.
 
noun

 — (
street smarts

 )


1.
 
the experience and knowledge necessary to deal with the potential difficulties or dangers of life in an urban environment




•
 
take the advice of somebody who's got a little more street smarts than you.



















street value

 
/strēt ˈvalyo͞o/






noun




the price for which something, especially an amount of drugs, that is illegal or has been obtained illicitly can be sold




•
 
detectives seized drugs with a street value of $300,000.



















street vendor






noun




a person who sells something in the street, either from a stall or van or with their goods laid out on the sidewalk.













streetwalker

 
/ˈstrētˌwôkər/





I.
 
noun




a prostitute who seeks customers in the street.








II.
 
derivatives





streetwalking

 
/-ˌwôkiNG /






noun, adjective





















streetwise

 
/ˈstrētˌwīz/






adjective



1.
 
another term for street-smart
 .




2.
 
reflective of modern urban life, especially that of urban youth




•
 
streetwise fashion.



















Strega

 
/ˈstrāɡə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of orange-flavored Italian liqueur.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘witch.’





Streisand, Barbra

 
/ˈstrīˌzand, -zənd/






(1942–), US singer, actress, and director; born 
Barbara Joan Streisand

 . Notable movies: 
Funny Girl

 (1968), 
The Way We Were

 (1973), 
A Star is Born

 (1976), and 
The Prince of Tides

 (1991). She starred in, produced, and directed 
Yentl

 (1983).










strength

 
/streNG(k)TH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being strong, in particular




2.
 
physical power and energy




•
 
cycling can help you build up your strength.










3.
 
the emotional or mental qualities necessary in dealing with situations or events that are distressing or difficult




•
 
many people find strength in religion




•
 
it takes strength of character to admit one needs help.










4.
 
the capacity of an object or substance to withstand great force or pressure




•
 
they were taking no chances with the strength of the retaining wall.










5.
 
the influence or power possessed by a person, organization, or country




•
 
the political and military strength of European governments.










6.
 
the degree of intensity of a feeling or belief




•
 
street protests demonstrated the strength of feeling against the president.










7.
 
the cogency of an argument or case




•
 
the strength of the argument for property taxation.










8.
 
the potency, intensity, or speed of a force or natural agency




•
 
the wind had markedly increased in strength.










9.
 
the potency or degree of concentration of a drug, chemical, or drink




•
 
it's double the strength of your average beer




•
 
the solution comes in two strengths.










10.
 
a good or beneficial quality or attribute of a person or thing




•
 
the strengths and weaknesses of their sales and marketing operation




•
 
his strength was his obsessive single-mindedness.










11.
 


‹literary›

 a person or thing perceived as a source of mental or emotional support




•
 
he was my closest friend, my strength and shield.










12.
 
the number of people comprising a group, typically a team or army




•
 
the peacetime strength of the army was 415,000.










13.
 
the number of people required to make a group complete




•
 
we are now more than 100 officers 
below strength






•
 
some units will be maintained 
at full strength

 while others will rely on reserves




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
an under-strength side.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
from strength






from a secure or advantageous position




•
 
it makes sense to negotiate from strength.















2.
 
go from strength to strength






develop or progress with increasing success.









3.
 
in strength






in large numbers




•
 
security forces were out in strength.















4.
 
on the strength of






on the basis or with the justification of




•
 
she got into Princeton on the strength of her essays.















5.
 
tower (or pillar) of strength






a person who can be relied upon to give a great deal of support and comfort to others.












III.
 
derivatives





strengthless

 
/ˈstreNG(k)THləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
strengthu

 , from the Germanic base of strong
 .





strengthen

 
/ˈstreNG(k)THən/





I.
 
verb




make or become stronger


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he advises an application of fluoride to strengthen the teeth




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the wind won't strengthen until after dark.














II.
 
phrases





strengthen someone's hand (or hands)






enable or encourage a person to act more vigorously or effectively.












III.
 
derivatives





strengthener






noun





















strenuous

 
/ˈstrenyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




requiring or using great exertion




•
 
all your muscles need more oxygen during strenuous exercise.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
strenuously

 
/ˈstrenyəwəslē /






adverb













2.
 
strenuousness

 
/ˈstrenyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
strenuus

 ‘brisk’ + -ous
 .





strep

 
/strep/






noun






[Medicine]

 
‹informal›

 short for streptococcus
 .













Strepsiptera

 
/ˌstrepˈsiptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of minute parasitic insects that comprises the stylopids.




II.
 
derivatives





strepsipteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
strepsi-

 (combining form of 
strephein

 ‘to turn’) + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





strep throat






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sore throat with fever caused by streptococcal infection.














strepto-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
twisted; in the form of a twisted chain




•
 
streptomycete.










2.
 
associated with streptococci or streptomycetes




•
 
streptokinase.

















– origin

 from Greek 
streptos

 ‘twisted,’ from 
strephein

 ‘to turn.’






streptococcus

 
/ˌstreptəˈkäkəs/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium of a genus that includes the agents of souring of milk and dental decay, and hemolytic pathogens causing various infections such as scarlet fever and pneumonia.

[Genus 
Streptococcus

 ; Gram-positive cocci in pairs and chains.]








II.
 
derivatives





streptococcal

 
/ˌstreptəˈkäk(ə)l /






adjective





















streptokinase

 
/ˌstreptəˈkīnās, -ˈkinās, -nāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme produced by some streptococci that is involved in breaking down red blood cells. It is used to treat inflammation and blood clots.













streptomycete

 
/ˌstreptəˈmīsēt/





I.
 
noun




a bacterium that occurs chiefly in soil as aerobic saprophytes resembling molds, several of which are important sources of antibiotics.

[
Streptomyces

 and related genera, order 
Actinomycetales

 ; Gram-positive filaments forming chains of spores.]











– origin

 1950s: anglicized singular of modern Latin 
Streptomyces

 , from strepto-
 ‘twisted’ + Greek 
mukēs

 , 
mukēt-

 ‘fungus.’





streptomycin

 
/ˌstreptəˈmīs(i)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 an antibiotic that was the first drug to be successful against tuberculosis but is now chiefly used with other drugs because of its toxic side effects.

[This antibiotic is produced by the bacterium 
Streptomyces griseus

 .]














stress

 
/stres/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
pressure or tension exerted on a material object




•
 
the distribution of stress is uniform across the bar.










2.
 
the degree of pressure exerted on a material object measured in units of force per unit area.




3.
 
a state of mental or emotional strain or tension resulting from adverse or very demanding circumstances




•
 
he's obviously 
under

 a lot of 
stress






•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
stress-related illnesses.










4.
 
something that causes mental strain




•
 
the stresses and strains of public life.










5.
 
particular emphasis or importance




•
 
he has started to 
lay

 greater 
stress on

 the government's role in industry.










6.
 
emphasis given to a particular syllable or word in speech, typically through a combination of relatively greater loudness, higher pitch, and longer duration




•
 
normally, the stress falls on the first syllable.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — give particular emphasis or importance to (a point, statement, or idea) made in speech or writing


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
they stressed the need for reform




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she was anxious to stress that her daughter's safety was her only concern




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I want it done very, very neatly,” she stressed.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give emphasis to (a syllable or word) when pronouncing it.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject to pressure or tension




•
 
this type of workout does stress the shoulder and knee joints.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause mental or emotional strain or tension in




•
 
I avoid many of the things that used to stress me before




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stressed

 )
 
she should see a doctor if she is feeling particularly 
stressed out

 .










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 become tense or anxious; worry




•
 
don't stress—there's plenty of time to get a grip on the situation.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stressless

 
/ˈstresləs /






adjective













2.
 
stressor

 
/-ər /






noun





stress
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb, 
sense

 3 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting hardship or force exerted on a person for the purpose of compulsion): shortening of distress
 , or partly from Old French 
estresse

 ‘narrowness, oppression,’ based on Latin 
strictus

 ‘drawn tight’ (see strict
 ).





STRESS

 
/stres/





I.
 
noun




a computer programming language designed for use in solving civil engineering structural analysis problems.











– origin

 acronym from 
str(uctural) e(ngineering) s(ystems) s(olver)

 .





stress fracture

 
/stres ˈfrak(t)SHər/






noun




a fracture of a bone caused by repeated (rather than sudden) mechanical stress.













stressful

 
/ˈstresfəl/





I.
 
adjective




causing mental or emotional stress




•
 
corporate finance work can be stressful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stressfully






adverb













2.
 
stressfulness






noun





















stress incontinence






noun




a condition (found chiefly in women) in which there is involuntary emission of urine when pressure within the abdomen increases suddenly, as in coughing or jumping.













stress-induced






adjective




(especially of a medical problem) caused by stress or mental fatigue




•
 
an increase of stress-induced diseases




•
 
he succumbed to a stress-induced ulcer and nervous breakdown.



















stress-related

 
/ˈstresrəˌlādəd/






adjective




(especially of a medical problem) associated with or caused by stress or mental fatigue




•
 
last year, more than 13 million working days were lost to stress-related illnesses.



















stress-ridden






adjective




suffering from mental or emotional stress




•
 
this chaotic and stress-ridden world.



















stress test





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a test of cardiovascular fitness made by monitoring the heart rate during a period of increasingly strenuous exercise.




2.
 
a test designed to assess how well a system functions when subjected to greater than normal amounts of stress or pressure




•
 
the biggest banks are getting a financial stress test to see if they can withstand a deep recession.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to a stress test




•
 
industry regulators unveiled plans to stress-test the nation's largest banks.




















stress-timed






adjective




(of a language) characterized by a rhythm in which primary stresses occur at roughly equal intervals, irrespective of the number of unstressed syllables in between. English is a stress-timed language.

Contrasted with syllable-timed
 .













stressy

 
/ˈstresē/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 displaying or characterized by anxiety, tension, or stress




•
 
she gets a bit stressy about me being away so much




•
 
he'd had a very stressy day.




















stretch

 
/streCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something soft or elastic) be made or be capable of being made longer or wider without tearing or breaking




•
 
my sweater stretched in the wash




•
 
rubber will stretch easily when pulled.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to do this




•
 
stretch the elastic




•
 
small squares of canvas were stretched over the bamboo frame.










3.
 
last or cause to last longer than expected




•
 
her nap had stretched to two hours




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
stretch your weekend into a mini summer vacation.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make great demands on the capacity or resources of




•
 
the cost of the court case has 
stretched

 their finances 
to the limit

 .










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to make maximum use of their talents or abilities




•
 
it's too easy—it doesn't stretch me.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — adapt or extend the scope of (something) in a way that exceeds a reasonable or acceptable limit




•
 
to describe her as sweet would be stretching it a bit.










7.
 
straighten or extend one's body or a part of one's body to its full length, typically so as to tighten one's muscles or in order to reach something




•
 
the cat yawned and stretched




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
stretching my cramped legs




•
 
we lay 
stretched out

 on the sand.










8.
 
extend or spread over an area or period of time




•
 
the beach stretches for over four miles




•
 
the long hours of night stretched ahead of her.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of stretching one's limbs or body




•
 
I got up and had a stretch.










2.
 
the fact or condition of a muscle being stretched




•
 
she could feel the stretch and pull of the muscles in her legs.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 a phase of a pitcher's delivery, during which the arms are raised above and behind the head.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 a shortened form of a pitcher's windup, typically used to prevent base runners from stealing or gaining a long lead.




5.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the capacity of a material or garment to stretch or be stretched; elasticity




•
 
stretch jeans.










6.
 
a difficult or demanding task




•
 
it was a stretch for me sometimes to come up with the rent.










7.
 
a continuous area or expanse of land or water




•
 
a treacherous stretch of road.










8.
 
a continuous period of time




•
 
long stretches of time.










9.
 


‹informal›

 a period of time spent in prison




•
 
a four-year stretch for tax fraud.










10.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a straight part of a racetrack, typically the homestretch




•
 
he made a promising start, but faded down the stretch.










11.
 


[Sailing]

 the distance covered on one tack.




12.
 


‹informal›

 a stretch limo




•
 
a chauffeur-driven stretch.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a stretch






in one continuous period




•
 
I often had to work for over twenty hours at a stretch.















2.
 
by no (or not by any) stretch of the imagination






used to emphasize that something is definitely not the case




•
 
by no stretch of the imagination could Carl ever be called good-looking.















3.
 
stretch one's legs






go for a short walk, typically after sitting in one place for some time.









4.
 
stretch one's wings






see wing
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stretchability

 
/-əˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
stretchable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
streccan

 ; related to Dutch 
strekken

 and German 
strecken

 . The noun dates from the late 16th cent.





stretcher

 
/ˈstreCHər/






noun



1.
 
a framework of two poles with a long piece of canvas slung between them, used for carrying sick, injured, or dead people.




2.
 
a gurney.




3.
 
a thing that stretches something, in particular




4.
 
a wooden frame over which a canvas is spread and tautened ready for painting.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 an exaggeration or lie.




6.
 
a rod or bar joining and supporting chair legs.




7.
 
a crosspiece in the bottom of a boat on which a rower's feet are braced.




8.
 
a brick or stone laid with its long side along the face of a wall.

Compare with header
 (
sense

 3).













stretcher-bearer

 
/ˈstreCHər ˌberər/






noun




a person who helps to carry the sick or injured on stretchers, especially in time of war or at the scene of an accident.













stretch limo

 
stretch limousine






noun




a limousine that has an extended seating area.













stretch marks

 
/ˈstreCH ˌmärks/






plural noun




streaks or stripes on the skin, especially on the abdomen, caused by distension of the skin from obesity or during pregnancy.













stretch receptor






noun






[Physiology]

 a sensory receptor that responds to the stretching of surrounding muscle tissue and so contributes to the coordination of muscle activity.













stretchy

 
/ˈstreCHē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of material or a garment) able to stretch or be stretched easily




•
 
stretchy miniskirts.














II.
 
derivatives





stretchiness






noun





















stretto

 
/ˈstredō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a section at the end of a fugue in which successive introductions of the theme follow at shorter intervals than before, increasing the sense of excitement.




2.
 
(also 
stretta

 )
 — a passage, especially at the end of an aria or movement, to be performed in quicker time.








II.
 
adverb




(as a direction) in quicker time.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘narrow.’





streusel

 
/ˈstro͞ozəl, ˈstroi-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a crumbly topping or filling made from fat, flour, sugar, and often cinnamon.




2.
 
a cake or pastry with a streusel topping.











– origin

 from German 
Streusel

 , from 
streuen

 ‘sprinkle.’






strew

 
/stro͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be strewn

 )


1.
 
scatter or spread (things) untidily over a surface or area




•
 
a small room with newspapers 
strewn

 all 
over

 the floor.










2.
 
(usu. 
be strewn with

 )
 — cover (a surface or area) with untidily scattered things




•
 
the table was strewn with books and papers




•
 (
strewn

 )
 
boulder-strewn slopes.










3.
 
be scattered or spread untidily over (a surface or area)




•
 
leaves strewed the path.














II.
 
derivatives





strewer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stre(o)wian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
strooien

 , German 
streuen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sternere

 ‘lay flat.’





strewn field






noun






[Geology]

 a region of the earth's surface over which tektites of a similar age and presumed origin are found.













stria

 
/ˈstrīə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹technical›

 a linear mark, slight ridge, or groove on a surface, often one of a number of similar parallel features.




2.
 


‹technical›

 
[Anatomy]

 any of a number of longitudinal collections of nerve fibers in the brain.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a scientific term): from Latin, literally ‘furrow.’





striate

 
/ˈstrīˌāt /

 

‹technical›






I.
 
adjective




marked with striae




•
 
the striate cortex.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
striated

 )


1.
 
mark with striae




•
 
striated bark.














III.
 
derivatives





striation

 
/strīˈāSH(ə)n /






noun






















striated muscle






noun






[Physiology]

 muscle tissue in which the contractile fibrils in the cells are aligned in parallel bundles, so that their different regions form stripes visible in a microscope. Muscles of this type are attached to the skeleton by tendons and are under voluntary control.













striatum

 
/ˌstrīˈādəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 short for corpus striatum
 .








II.
 
derivatives





striatal

 
/-ˈātl /






adjective





















stricken

 
/ˈstrikən/





I.
 
past participle of strike
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
seriously affected by an undesirable condition or unpleasant feeling




•
 
the pilot landed the stricken aircraft




•
 
Raymond was 
stricken with

 grief




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the farms were drought-stricken.










2.
 
(of a face or look) showing great distress




•
 
she looked at Anne's stricken face, contorted with worry.














III.
 
phrases





stricken in years








‹dated›

 used euphemistically to describe someone old and feeble.

















strickle

 
/ˈstrikəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rod used to level off a heaped measure.




2.
 
a whetting tool.











– origin

 Old English 
stricel

 (
sense

 1); related to strike
 . 
Sense

 2 dates from the mid 17th cent.






strict

 
/strikt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
demanding that rules concerning behavior are obeyed and observed




•
 
my father was very strict




•
 
a strict upbringing.










2.
 
(of a rule or discipline) demanding total obedience or observance; rigidly enforced




•
 
civil servants are bound by strict rules on secrecy.










3.
 
(of a person) following rules or beliefs exactly




•
 
a strict vegetarian.










4.
 
exact in correspondence or adherence to something; not allowing or admitting deviation or relaxation




•
 
a strict interpretation of the law.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘restricted in space or extent’): from Latin 
strictus

 , past participle of 
stringere

 ‘tighten, draw tight.’





strict construction





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a literal interpretation of a statute or document by a court.








II.
 
derivatives





strict constructionist






noun





















strict liability

 
/strikt ˌlīəˈbilədē/






noun






[Law]

 liability that does not depend on actual negligence or intent to harm.













strictly

 
/ˈstrik(t)lē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves rigid enforcement or that demands obedience




•
 
he's been brought up strictly.










2.
 
used to indicate that one is applying words or rules exactly or rigidly


[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 


strictly speaking

 , ham is a cured, cooked leg of pork




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
to be strictly accurate, there are two Wolvertons.










3.
 
with no exceptions; completely or absolutely




•
 
these foods are strictly forbidden.










4.
 
no more than; purely




•
 
that visit was strictly business




•
 
his attitude and manner were strictly professional.



















strictness

 
/ˈstriktnəs/






noun




the quality or condition of being strict




•
 
the strictness of his upbringing.



















stricture

 
/ˈstrik(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a restriction on a person or activity




•
 
religious strictures on everyday life.










2.
 
a sternly critical or censorious remark or instruction




•
 
his strictures on their lack of civic virtue.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 abnormal narrowing of a canal or duct in the body




•
 
a colonic stricture




•
 
jaundice caused by bile duct stricture.














II.
 
derivatives





strictured






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): from Latin 
strictura

 , from 
stringere

 ‘draw tight’ (see strict
 ). Another sense of the Latin verb, ‘touch lightly,’ gave rise to 
sense

 2 via an earlier meaning ‘incidental remark.’






stride

 
/strīd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk with long, decisive steps in a specified direction




•
 
he strode across the road




•
 


‹figurative›

 striding confidently toward the future.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — walk about or along (a street or other place) with long, decisive steps




•
 
a woman striding the cobbled streets.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
stride across/over

 )
 — cross (an obstacle) with one long step




•
 
by giving a little leap she could stride across like a grown-up.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 bestride




•
 
new wealth enabled Britain to stride the world once more.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, decisive step




•
 
he crossed the room in a couple of strides.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the length of a step or manner of taking steps in walking or running




•
 
the horse shortened its stride




•
 
he followed her with an easy stride.










3.
 
(usu. 
strides

 )
 — a step or stage in progress toward an aim




•
 
great strides have been made toward equality.










4.
 
(
one's stride

 )
 — a good or regular rate of progress, especially after a slow or hesitant start




•
 
after months of ineffective campaigning, he seems to have 
hit his stride

 .










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to a rhythmic style of jazz piano playing in which the left hand alternately plays single bass notes on the downbeat and chords an octave higher on the upbeat




•
 
a stride pianist.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break (one's) stride






slow or interrupt the pace at which one walks or moves.









2.
 
match someone stride for stride






manage to keep up with a competitor.









3.
 
take something in (one's) stride






deal with something difficult or unpleasant in a calm and accepting way




•
 
we took each new disease in stride.


















IV.
 
derivatives





strider






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
stride

 (noun) ‘single long step,’ 
strīdan

 (verb) ‘stand or walk with the legs wide apart,’ probably from a Germanic base meaning ‘strive, quarrel’; related to Dutch 
strijden

 ‘fight’ and German 
streiten

 ‘quarrel.’





strident

 
/ˈstrīdnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
loud and harsh; grating




•
 
his voice had become increasingly sharp, almost strident.










2.
 
presenting a point of view, especially a controversial one, in an excessively and unpleasantly forceful way




•
 
public pronouncements on the crisis became less strident.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 another term for sibilant
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stridency

 
/ˈstrīdnsē /






noun













2.
 
stridently

 
/ˈstrīd(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
strident-

 ‘creaking,’ from the verb 
stridere

 .





stridor

 
/ˈstrīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a harsh or grating sound




•
 
the engines' stridor increased.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 a harsh vibrating noise when breathing, caused by obstruction of the windpipe or larynx.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
stridere

 ‘to creak.’





stridulate

 
/ˈstrijəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an insect, especially a male cricket or grasshopper) make a shrill sound by rubbing the legs, wings, or other parts of the body together.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stridulant

 
/-lənt /






adjective













2.
 
stridulation

 
/ˌstrijəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
stridulatory

 
/-ləˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
striduler

 , from Latin 
stridulus

 ‘creaking,’ from the verb 
stridere

 .






strife

 
/strīf/





I.
 
noun




angry or bitter disagreement over fundamental issues; conflict




•
 
strife within the community




•
 
ethnic and civil strife.

















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estrif

 (related to Old French 
estriver

 ‘strive’).





strigil

 
/ˈstrijəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instrument with a curved blade used, especially by ancient Greeks and Romans, to scrape sweat and dirt from the skin in a hot-air bath or after exercise; a scraper.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 a comblike structure on the forelegs of some insects, used chiefly for grooming.











– origin

 from Latin 
strigilis

 , from 
stringere

 ‘touch lightly.’ The term in entomology dates from the late 19th cent.





strigose

 
/ˈstrīɡōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 covered with short stiff adpressed hairs.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Entomology]

 finely grooved or furrowed.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
striga

 ‘swath, furrow’ + -ose
 1
 .






strike

 
/strīk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit forcibly and deliberately with one's hand or a weapon or other implement




•
 
he raised his hand, as if to strike me




•
 
one man was struck on the head with a stick




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Edgar 
struck out at

 her.










2.
 
inflict (a blow)


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
he struck her two blows on the leg.










3.
 
accidentally hit (a part of one's body) against something




•
 
she fell, striking her head against the side of the boat.










4.
 
come into forcible contact or collision with




•
 
he was struck by a car on Whitepark Road.










5.
 
(of a beam or ray of light or heat) fall on (an object or surface)




•
 
the light struck her ring, reflecting off the diamond.










6.
 
(in sporting contexts) hit or kick (a ball) so as to score a run, point, or goal




•
 
he struck the ball into the back of the net.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a clock) indicate the time by sounding a chime or stroke


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the church clock struck twelve.










8.
 
ignite (a match) by rubbing it briskly against an abrasive surface.




9.
 
produce (fire or a spark) as a result of friction




•
 
his iron stick struck sparks from the pavement.










10.
 
bring (an electric arc) into being.




11.
 
produce (a musical note) by pressing or hitting a key.




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a disaster, disease, or other unwelcome phenomenon) occur suddenly and have harmful or damaging effects on




•
 
an earthquake struck the island




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
tragedy struck when he was killed in a car crash




•
 (
struck

 )
 
storm-struck areas.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — carry out an aggressive or violent action, typically without warning




•
 
it was eight months before the murderer struck again.










14.
 
(usu. 
be struck down

 )
 — kill or seriously incapacitate (someone)




•
 
he was struck down by a mystery virus.










15.
 
(
strike something into

 )
 — cause or create a particular strong emotion in (someone)




•
 
drugs—a subject guaranteed to strike fear into parents' hearts.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — cause (someone) to be in a specified state




•
 
he was struck dumb.










17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thought or idea) come into the mind of (someone) suddenly or unexpectedly




•
 
a disturbing thought struck Melissa.










18.
 
cause (someone) to have a particular impression


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
it struck him that Marjorie was unusually silent




•
 
the idea 
struck

 her 
as

 odd.










19.
 
(
be struck by/with

 )
 — find particularly interesting, noticeable, or impressive




•
 
Lucy was struck by the ethereal beauty of the scene.










20.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of employees) refuse to work as a form of organized protest, typically in an attempt to obtain a particular concession or concessions from their employer




•
 
workers may strike over threatened job losses.










21.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 undertake an organized protest against (an employer).




22.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cancel, remove, or cross out with or as if with a pen




•
 


strike

 his name 
from

 the list




•
 


striking

 words 
through

 with a pen.










23.
 
(
strike something down

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 abolish a law or regulation




•
 
the law was struck down by the Supreme Court.










24.
 
(
strike someone off

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 officially remove someone from membership of a professional group




•
 
he had been struck off as a disgrace to the profession.










25.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a coin or medal) by stamping metal.




26.
 
(in cinematography) make (another print) of a film.




27.
 
reach, achieve, or agree to (something involving agreement, balance, or compromise)




•
 
the team has 
struck a deal

 with a sports marketing agency




•
 
you have to 
strike a happy medium

 .










28.
 
(in financial contexts) reach (a figure) by balancing an account




•
 
last year's loss was struck after allowing for depreciation of 67 million dollars.










29.
 


(Canadian)

 form (a committee)




•
 
the government struck a committee to settle the issue.










30.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — discover (gold, minerals, or oil) by drilling or mining.




31.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
strike on/upon

 )
 — discover or think of, especially unexpectedly or by chance




•
 
pondering, she struck upon a brilliant idea.










32.
 
come to or reach




•
 
several days out of the village, we struck the Gilgit Road.










33.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or proceed vigorously or purposefully




•
 
she 
struck out

 into the lake with a practiced crawl




•
 
he struck off down the track.










34.
 
(
strike out

 )
 — start out on a new or independent course or endeavor




•
 
after two years he was able to strike out on his own.










35.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take down (a tent or the tents of an encampment)




•
 
it took ages to strike camp.










36.
 
dismantle (theatrical scenery)




•
 
the minute we finish this evening, they'll start striking the set.










37.
 
lower or take down (a flag or sail), especially as a salute or to signify surrender




•
 
the ship struck her German colors.










38.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — insert (a cutting of a plant) in soil to take root.




39.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant or cutting) develop roots




•
 
small conifers will strike from cuttings.










40.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a young oyster) attach itself to a bed.




41.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Fishing]

 secure a hook in the mouth of a fish by jerking or tightening the line after it has taken the bait or fly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a refusal to work organized by a body of employees as a form of protest, typically in an attempt to gain a concession or concessions from their employer




•
 
dockers voted for an all-out strike




•
 
local government workers 
went on strike






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
strike action.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a refusal to do something expected or required, typically by a body of people, with a similar aim




•
 
a rent strike.










3.
 
a sudden attack, typically a military one




•
 
the threat of nuclear strikes.










4.
 
(in bowling) an act of knocking down all the pins with one's first ball.




5.
 


[Fishing]

 an act or instance of jerking or tightening the line to secure a fish that has already taken the bait or fly.




6.
 
a discovery of gold, minerals, or oil by drilling or mining




•
 
the Lena goldfields strike of 1912.










7.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitch that is counted against the batter, in particular one that the batter swings at and misses, or that passes through the strike zone without the batter swinging, or that the batter hits foul (unless two strikes have already been called). A batter accumulating three strikes is out.




8.
 
a pitch that passes through the strike zone and is not hit.




9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 something to one's discredit




•
 
when they returned from Vietnam they had 
two strikes against

 them.










10.
 
the horizontal or compass direction of a stratum, fault, or other geological feature.




11.
 
short for fly strike
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
strike a balance






see balance
 .









2.
 
strike a blow for (or at/against)






do something to help (or hinder) a cause, belief, or principle




•
 
just by finishing the race, she hopes to strike a blow for womankind.















3.
 
strike a chord






see chord
 2
 .









4.
 
strike at the root (or roots) of






see root
 1
 .









5.
 
strike gold





a.
 
discover gold during the course of drilling or mining




•
 
as miners explored further, they struck gold in other nearby areas.










b.
 
be very successful in an undertaking or enterprise




•
 
he struck gold with his first picture, which was nominated for two Oscars.















6.
 
strike hands








‹archaic›

 (of two people) clasp hands to seal a deal or agreement.









7.
 
strike home






see home
 .









8.
 
strike it rich








‹informal›

 acquire a great deal of money, typically in a sudden or unexpected way.









9.
 
strike me pink








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to express astonishment or indignation.









10.
 
strike a pose (or attitude)






hold one's body in a particular position to create an impression




•
 
striking a dramatic pose, Antonia announced that she was leaving.















11.
 
strike while the iron is hot






make use of an opportunity immediately.

[with reference to smithing.]












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
strike back





a.
 
retaliate




•
 
he 
struck back at

 critics who claim he is too negative.










b.
 
(of a gas burner) burn from an internal point before the gas has become mixed with air.









2.
 
strike in








‹archaic›

 intervene in a conversation or discussion.









3.
 
strike someone out (or strike out)





a.
 


[Baseball]

 put a batter out (or be put out) from play as a batter by means of three strikes.




b.
 
(
strike out

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fail or be unsuccessful




•
 
the company struck out the first time it tried to manufacture personal computers.















4.
 
strike up (or strike something up)





a.
 
(of a band or orchestra) begin to play a piece of music




•
 
they struck up the “Star-Spangled Banner.”










b.
 
(
strike something up

 )
 — begin a friendship or conversation with someone, typically in a casual way.















– origin

 Old English 
strīcan

 ‘go, flow’ and ‘rub lightly’; related to German 
streichen

 ‘to stroke,’ also to stroke
 . The sense ‘deliver a blow’ dates from Middle English.





strikebreaker

 
/ˈstrīkˌbrākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who works or is employed in place of others who are on strike, thereby making the strike ineffectual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
strikebreak






verb













2.
 
strikebreaking

 
/ˈstrīkˌbrākiNG /






noun





















strike force

 
/ˈstrīk ˌfôrs/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a military force equipped and organized for sudden attack.













strikeout

 
/ˈstrīkˌout/





I.
 
noun






[Baseball]

 an out called when a batter accumulates three strikes.








II.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 (of text) having a horizontal line through the middle; crossed out.













strike pay

 
/strīk pā/






noun




money paid to strikers by their labor union.














strike price






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 the price fixed by the seller of a security after receiving bids in a tender offer, typically for a sale of bonds or a new stock market issue.




2.
 


[Finance]

 the price at which a put or call option can be exercised.













striker

 
/ˈstrīkər/






noun



1.
 
an employee on strike.




2.
 
the player who is to strike the ball in a game; a player considered in terms of ability to strike the ball




•
 
a gifted striker of the ball.










3.
 
(chiefly in soccer) a forward or attacker.













striker plate






noun




a metal plate attached to a doorjamb or lidded container, against which the end of a spring-lock bolt strikes when the door or lid is closed.














strike-slip fault






noun






[Geology]

 a fault in which rock strata are displaced mainly in a horizontal direction, parallel to the line of the fault.













strike zone






noun






[Baseball]

 an area over home plate extending approximately from the armpits to the knees of a batter when in the batting position. The ball must be pitched through this area in order for a strike to be called.













striking

 
/ˈstrīkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
attracting attention by reason of being unusual, extreme, or prominent




•
 
the murder bore a striking similarity to an earlier shooting




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
it is 
striking that

 no research into the problem is occurring.










2.
 
dramatically good-looking or beautiful




•
 
she is naturally striking




•
 
a striking landscape.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an employee) on strike




•
 
striking mine workers.














II.
 
noun




the action of striking




•
 
substantial damage was caused by the striking of a submerged object.














III.
 
phrases





within striking distance






see distance
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





strikingly

 
/ˈstrīkiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a strikingly beautiful girl



























striking price






noun




another term for strike price
 .













Strindberg, August

 
/ˈstrin(d)ˌbərɡ/





I.
 
(1849–1912), Swedish playwright and novelist; full name 
Johan August Strindberg

 . His satire 
The Red Room

 (1879) is regarded as Sweden's first modern novel. His later plays are typically tense, psychic dramas, such as 
A Dream Play

 (1902).




II.
 
derivatives





Strindbergian






adjective





















Strine

 
/strīn /

 

‹informal›


 
strine





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the English language as spoken by Australians; the Australian accent, especially when considered striking or uneducated.




2.
 
an Australian.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Australians or Australian English




•
 
he spoke with a broad Strine accent.

















– origin

 1960s: representing the pronunciation of 
Australian

 in Strine.






string

 
/striNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
material consisting of threads of cotton, hemp, or other material twisted together to form a thin length.




2.
 
a piece of string used to tie around or attach to something.




3.
 
a piece of catgut or similar material interwoven with others to form the head of a sports racket.




4.
 
a length of catgut or wire on a musical instrument, producing a note by vibration.




5.
 
(
strings

 )
 — the stringed instruments in an orchestra.




6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of, relating to, or consisting of stringed instruments




•
 
a string quartet.










7.
 
a set of things tied or threaded together on a thin cord




•
 
she wore 
a string of

 agates around her throat.










8.
 
a sequence of similar items or events




•
 


a string of

 burglaries.










9.
 


[Computing]

 a linear sequence of characters, words, or other data.




10.
 
a group of racehorses trained at one stable.




11.
 
a team or player holding a specified position in an order of preference




•
 
Gary was first string on the varsity football team.










12.
 
a tough piece of fiber in vegetables, meat, or other food, such as a tough elongated piece connecting the two halves of a bean pod.




13.
 
short for stringboard
 .




14.
 
a hypothetical one-dimensional subatomic particle having the dynamical properties of a flexible loop.




15.
 
(also 
cosmic string

 )
 — (in cosmology) a hypothetical threadlike concentration of energy within the structure of space-time.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hang (something) so that it stretches in a long line




•
 
lights were strung across the promenade.










2.
 
thread (a series of small objects) on a string




•
 
he collected stones with holes in them and strung them on a strong cord.










3.
 
(
be strung

 )
 — be arranged in a long line




•
 
the houses were strung along the road.










4.
 
(
string something together

 )
 — add items to one another to form a series or coherent whole




•
 
he can't string two sentences together.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fit a string or strings to (a musical instrument, a racket, or a bow)




•
 
the harp had been newly strung.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove the strings from (a bean).




7.
 


(Brit.)

 
[Billiards]

 another term for lag
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
no strings attached








‹informal›

 used to show that an offer or opportunity carries no special conditions or restrictions.









2.
 
on a string






under one's control or influence




•
 
I've got the world on a string.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
string along








‹informal›

 stay with or accompany a person or group casually or as long as it is convenient.









2.
 
string someone along








‹informal›

 mislead someone deliberately over a length of time, especially about one's intentions




•
 
she had no plans to marry him—she was just stringing him along.















3.
 
string something out





a.
 
cause something to stretch out; prolong something.




b.
 
(
string out

 )
 — stretch out into a long line




•
 
the runners string out in a line across the road.










c.
 
(
be strung out

 )
 — be nervous or tense




•
 
I often felt strung out by daily stresses.










d.
 
(
be strung out

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 be under the influence of alcohol or drugs




•
 
he died, 
strung out on

 booze and cocaine.















4.
 
string someone/something up





a.
 
hang something up on strings.




b.
 
kill someone by hanging.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stringless






adjective













2.
 
stringlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
streng

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Strang

 , also to strong
 . The verb (dating from late Middle English) is first recorded in the senses ‘arrange in a row’ and ‘fit with a string.’





string bass

 
/ˈstriNG ˌbās/






noun




(especially among jazz musicians) a double bass.














string bean

 
/ˈstriNG ˈˌbēn/






noun



1.
 
any of various beans eaten in their fibrous pods, such as scarlet runners.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a tall thin person.













string bikini






noun




a scant bikini with straps of thin cord.














stringboard

 
/ˈstriNGbôrd/






noun




a board with which the ends of the steps in a staircase are covered.














stringcourse

 
/ˈstriNGˌkôrs/






noun




a raised horizontal band or course of bricks on a building.

Also called cordon
 .













stringed

 
/striNGd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a musical instrument) having strings


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-stringed fiddle.



















stringendo

 
/strēnˈjendō, strin- /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) with increasing speed.








II.
 
noun




a passage marked to be performed stringendo.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘squeezing, binding together.’





stringent

 
/ˈstrinjənt/





I.
 
adjective




(of regulations, requirements, or conditions) strict, precise, and exacting




•
 
California's air pollution guidelines are stringent.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stringency

 
/ˈstrinjənsē /






noun













2.
 
stringently

 
/ˈstrinjəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘compelling, convincing’): from Latin 
stringent-

 ‘drawing tight,’ from the verb 
stringere

 .





stringer

 
/ˈstriNGər/






noun



1.
 
a longitudinal structural piece in a framework, especially that of a ship or aircraft.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a newspaper correspondent not on the regular staff of a newspaper, especially one retained on a part-time basis to report on events in a particular place.




3.
 
a side of a staircase, which supports the treads and risers.




4.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a sports player holding a specified position in an order of preference




•
 
a third-stringer on the football team.



















stringhalt

 
/ˈstriNGhôlt/






noun




a condition affecting one or both of a horse's hind legs, causing exaggerated bending of the hock.













string orchestra

 
/striNG ˈôrkəstrə ˈôrˌkestrə/






noun




an orchestra consisting only of bowed string instruments of the violin family.













stringpiece

 
/ˈstriNGˌpēs/






noun




a long piece supporting and connecting the parts of a wooden framework.













string quartet

 
/striNG kwôrˈtet/






noun



1.
 
a chamber music ensemble consisting of first and second violins, viola, and cello.




2.
 
a piece of music for a string quartet.













string theory






noun




a cosmological theory based on the existence of cosmic strings.

See also string
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun).













string tie






noun




a very narrow necktie.













stringy

 
/ˈstriNGē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of hair) resembling string; long, thin, and lusterless.




2.
 
(of a person) tall, wiry, and thin.




3.
 
(of food) containing tough fibers and so hard to eat.




4.
 
(of a liquid) viscous; forming strings.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stringily

 
/-lē /






adverb













2.
 
stringiness






noun





















strip1


 
/strip/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove all coverings from




•
 
they stripped the bed.










2.
 
remove the clothes from (someone)


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
the man had been stripped naked.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take off one's clothes




•
 
they stripped and showered




•
 
she 
stripped down

 to her underwear.










4.
 
pull or tear off (a garment or covering)




•
 
she 
stripped off

 her shirt




•
 


‹figurative›

 
strip away

 the hype, and you'll find original thought.










5.
 
remove bark and branches from (a tree).




6.
 
remove (paint or varnish) from (a surface)




•
 
the floorboards can be stripped, sanded, and polished




•
 


strip off

 the existing paint.










7.
 
remove the stems from (tobacco).




8.
 
milk (a cow) to the last drop.




9.
 
leave bare of accessories or fittings




•
 
thieves 
stripped

 the room 
of

 luggage.










10.
 
remove the accessory fittings of or take apart (a machine, motor vehicle, etc.) to inspect or adjust it




•
 
the tank was 
stripped down

 piece by piece.










11.
 
(
strip someone of

 )
 — deprive someone of (rank, power, or property)




•
 
the lieutenant was stripped of his rank.










12.
 
sell off (the assets of a company) for profit.




13.
 


[Finance]

 divest (a bond) of its interest coupons so that it and they may be sold separately.




14.
 
tear the thread or teeth from (a screw, gearwheel, etc.).




15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a screw, gearwheel, etc.) lose its thread or teeth.




16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bullet) be fired from a rifled gun without spin owing to a loss of surface.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of undressing, especially in a striptease




•
 
she got drunk and did a strip on top of the piano.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — used for or involving the performance of stripteases




•
 
a campaigner against strip joints.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
stropen

 .






strip2


 
/strip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow piece of cloth, paper, plastic, or some other material




•
 


a strip of

 linen.










2.
 
a long, narrow area of land.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a main road in or leading out of a town, lined with shops, restaurants, and other facilities.




4.
 
steel or other metal in the form of narrow flat bars.




5.
 
a comic strip.











– origin

 late Middle English: from or related to Middle Low German 
strippe

 ‘strap, thong,’ probably also to stripe
 .





strip club

 
//






noun




a club at which striptease performances are given in front of an audience.













strip cropping






noun






(US)

 cultivation in which different crops are sown in alternate strips to prevent soil erosion.














stripe

 
/strīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long narrow band or strip, typically of the same width throughout its length, differing in color or texture from the surface on either side of it




•
 
a pair of blue shorts with pink stripes.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a blow with a scourge or lash.




3.
 
a chevron sewn onto a uniform to denote military rank.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a type or category




•
 
entrepreneurs 
of

 all 
stripes

 are joining in the offensive.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be striped

 )


1.
 
mark with stripes




•
 
her body was striped with bands of sunlight.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps a back-formation from striped
 , of Dutch or Low German origin; compare with Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
strīpe

 .






striped

 
/strīpt/






adjective




marked with or having stripes


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a green-striped coat.




















striped bass

 
/ˌstrīpt ˈbas/






noun




a large bass of North American coastal waters, with dark horizontal stripes along the upper sides, migrating up streams to breed.

[
Morone saxatilis

 , family 
Moronidae

 .]













striped hyena






noun




a hyena with numerous black stripes on the body and legs, living in steppe and desert areas from northeastern Africa to India.

[
Hyaena hyaena

 , family 
Hyaenidae

 .]














striped maple






noun




a compact North American maple with large leaves and vertically striped bark.

Also called moosewood
 (so named because moose often feed on the bark during severe winters). [
Acer pennsylvanicum

 , family 
Aceraceae

 .]














striped polecat






noun




another term for zorilla
 .













stripling

 
/ˈstripliNG/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 a young man.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from strip
 2
 (from the notion of “narrowness,” i.e., slimness) + -ling
 .





strip mall






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shopping mall consisting of stores and restaurants typically in one-story buildings located on a busy main road.













strip mine

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




an open-pit mine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain (ore or coal) by open-pit mining




•
 
lignite coal is strip-mined at depths of 45 to 100 feet




•
 (as 
noun

 
strip-mining

 )
 
protected lands opened up to strip-mining for coal.










2.
 
subject (an area of land) to open-pit mining.













stripped-down

 
/ˈstrip ˈˌdoun/






adjective




reduced to essentials




•
 
an interim, stripped-down funding bill.



















stripper

 
/ˈstripər/






noun



1.
 
a device used for stripping something




•
 
plier-style wire strippers.










2.
 
solvent for removing paint.




3.
 
a striptease performer.













strip poker

 
/strip ˈpōkər/






noun




a form of poker in which a player with a losing hand takes off an item of clothing as a forfeit.













strip-search

 
/ˈstrip ˌsərCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
search (someone) for concealed items, typically drugs or weapons, in a way that involves the removal of all their clothes.








II.
 
noun

 — (
strip search

 )


1.
 
an act of strip-searching.













striptease

 
/ˈstripˌtēz/





I.
 
noun




a form of entertainment in which a performer gradually undresses to music in a way intended to be sexually exciting.








II.
 
derivatives





stripteaser






noun





















stripy

 
/ˈstrīpē /

 
stripey






adjective




striped




•
 
a stripy T-shirt.




















strive

 
/strīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make great efforts to achieve or obtain something




•
 
national movements were 
striving for

 independence




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we must strive to secure steady growth.










2.
 
struggle or fight vigorously




•
 
scholars must 
strive against

 bias.














II.
 
derivatives





striver






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estriver

 ; related to 
estrif

 ‘strife.’





strobe

 
/strōb /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stroboscope.




2.
 
a stroboscopic lamp


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
strobe lights dazzled her.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an electronic flash for a camera.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
flash intermittently




•
 
the light of the fireworks strobed around the room.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — light as if with a stroboscope




•
 
a neon sign strobed the room.










3.
 
exhibit or give rise to strobing




•
 
he explained that the stripes I was wearing would strobe.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of 
stroboscopic

 (see stroboscope
 ).





strobila

 
/strəˈbīlə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 the segmented part of the body of a tapeworm that consists of a long chain of proglottids.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a stack of immature larval jellyfish formed on a sessile polyplike form by sequential budding.








II.
 
derivatives





strobilation

 
/ˌstrōbəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
strobilē

 ‘twisted plug of lint,’ from 
strephein

 ‘to twist.’





strobilus

 
/ˈstrōbələs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 the cone of a pine, fir, or other conifer.




2.
 


[Botany]

 a conelike structure, such as the flower of the hop.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek 
strobilos

 , from 
strephein

 ‘to twist.’





strobing

 
/ˈstrōbiNG/






noun



1.
 
irregular movement and loss of continuity sometimes seen in lines and stripes in a television picture.




2.
 
jerkiness in what should be a smooth movement of an image on a screen.














stroboscope

 
/ˈstrōbəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 an instrument for studying periodic motion or determining speeds of rotation by shining a momentary bright light at intervals so that a moving object appears stationary.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a lamp made to flash intermittently, especially for this purpose.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stroboscopic

 
/ˌstrōbəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
stroboscopically

 
/ˌstrōbəˈskäpik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
strobos

 ‘whirling’ + -scope
 .





strode

 
/strōd/






past of stride
 .









stroganoff

 
/ˈstrôɡəˌnôf, ˈstrō-/





I.
 
noun




a dish in which the central ingredient, typically strips of beef, is cooked in a sauce containing sour cream.











– origin

 named after Count Pavel 
Stroganov

 (1772–1817), Russian diplomat.






stroke

 
/strōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of hitting or striking someone or something; a blow




•
 
he received three strokes of the cane.










2.
 
a method of striking the ball in sports or games.




3.
 


[Golf]

 an act of hitting the ball with a club, as a unit of scoring




•
 
won by two strokes.










4.
 
the sound made by a striking clock.




5.
 
an act of moving one's hand or an object across a surface, applying gentle pressure




•
 
massage the cream into your skin using light upward strokes.










6.
 
a mark made by drawing a pen, pencil, or paintbrush in one direction across paper or canvas




•
 
the paint had been applied in careful, regular strokes.










7.
 
a line forming part of a written or printed character.




8.
 
a short printed or written diagonal line typically separating characters or figures.




9.
 
a movement, especially one of a series, in which something moves out of its position and back into it; a beat




•
 
the ray swam with effortless strokes of its huge wings.










10.
 
the whole motion of a piston in either direction.




11.
 
the rhythm to which a series of repeated movements is performed




•
 
the rowers sing to keep their stroke.










12.
 
a movement of the arms and legs forming one of a series in swimming.




13.
 
style of moving the arms and legs in swimming




•
 
front crawl is a popular stroke.










14.
 
(in rowing) the mode or action of moving the oar.




15.
 
(also 
stroke oar

 )
 — the oar or oarsman nearest the stern of a boat, setting the timing for the other rowers.




16.
 
a sudden disabling attack or loss of consciousness caused by an interruption in the flow of blood to the brain, especially through thrombosis.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move one's hand with gentle pressure over (a surface, especially hair, fur, or skin), typically repeatedly; caress




•
 
he put his hand on her hair and stroked it.










2.
 
apply (something) to a surface using a gentle movement




•
 
she strokes blue eyeshadow on her eyelids.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 reassure or flatter (someone), especially in order to gain their cooperation




•
 
production executives were expert at stroking stars and brokering talent.










4.
 
act as the stroke of (a boat or crew)




•
 
he stroked Penn's rowing eight to victory.










5.
 
hit or kick (a ball) smoothly and deliberately




•
 
Miller calmly stroked three-pointers throughout the tournament.










6.
 
score (a run or point) by hitting or kicking a ball smoothly




•
 
the senior stroked a two-run single.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a (or one) stroke






by a single action having immediate effect




•
 
attitudes cannot be changed at one stroke.















2.
 
not (or never) do a stroke of work






do no work at all.









3.
 
on the stroke of ——






precisely at the specified time




•
 
he arrived on the stroke of two.















4.
 
put someone off their stroke






disconcert someone so that they do not work or perform as well as they might; break the pattern or rhythm of someone's work.









5.
 
stroke of business






a profitable transaction.









6.
 
stroke of genius






an outstandingly brilliant and original idea.









7.
 
stroke of luck (or good luck)






a fortunate occurrence that could not have been predicted or expected.















– origin

 Old English 
strācian

 ‘caress lightly,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
streek

 ‘a stroke,’ German 
streichen

 ‘to stroke,’ also to strike
 . The earliest noun sense ‘blow’ is first recorded in Middle English.






stroke play

 
/strōk plā/






noun




a game of golf in which the score is reckoned by counting the number of strokes taken overall, as opposed to the number of holes won.

Also called medal play
 .













stroll

 
/strōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk in a leisurely way




•
 
I strolled around the city.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a short leisurely walk.




2.
 
a victory or objective that is easily achieved.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘roam as a vagrant’): probably from German 
strollen

 , 
strolchen

 , from 
Strolch

 ‘vagabond,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





stroller

 
/ˈstrōlər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a chair on wheels, typically folding, in which a baby or young child can be pushed along.




2.
 
a person taking a leisurely walk




•
 
shady gardens where strollers could relax.



















strolling players






plural noun






‹historical›

 a troupe of itinerant actors.













stroma

 
/ˈstrōmə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 the supportive tissue of an epithelial organ, tumor, gonad, etc., consisting of connective tissues and blood vessels.




2.
 
the spongy framework of protein fibers in a red blood cell or platelet.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the matrix of a chloroplast, in which the grana are embedded.




4.
 


[Botany]

 a cushionlike mass of fungal tissue, having spore-bearing structures either embedded in it or on its surface.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stromal






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]















2.
 
stromatic

 
/strōˈmatik /






adjective






[chiefly Botany]





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, via late Latin from Greek 
strōma

 ‘coverlet.’





stromatolite

 
/strōˈmadəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a calcareous mound built up of layers of lime-secreting cyanobacteria and trapped sediment, found in Precambrian rocks as the earliest known fossils, and still being formed in lagoons in Australasia.











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
stroma

 , 
stromat-

 ‘layer, covering’ + -lite
 .





stromatoporoid

 
/ˌstrōməˈtäpəroid/





I.
 
noun




an extinct, sessile, corallike marine organism of uncertain relationship that built up calcareous masses composed of laminae and pillars, occurring from the Cambrian to the Cretaceous.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Stromatopora

 (genus name), from 
stroma

 , 
stromat-

 ‘layer, covering’ + 
-pora

 (on the pattern of 
madrepora

 ).





Stromboli

 
/ˈsträmbəlē/






a volcanic island in the Mediterranean Sea, one of the Lipari Islands.









Strombolian

 
/ˌsträmˈbōlēən/






adjective






[Geology]

 denoting volcanic activity of the kind typified by Stromboli, with continual mild eruptions in which lava fragments are ejected.














strong

 
/strôNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the power to move heavy weights or perform other physically demanding tasks




•
 
she cut through the water with her strong arms.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — able to perform a specified action well and powerfully




•
 
he was not a strong swimmer.










3.
 
exerting great force




•
 
a strong current.










4.
 
(of an argument or case) likely to succeed because of sound reasoning or convincing evidence




•
 
there is a strong argument for decentralization.










5.
 
possessing skills and qualities that create a likelihood of success




•
 
the competition was too strong.










6.
 
powerfully affecting the mind, senses, or emotions




•
 
his imagery made a strong impression on the critics.










7.
 
used after a number to indicate the size of a group




•
 
a hostile crowd several thousand strong.










8.
 
able to withstand great force or pressure




•
 
cotton is strong, hard-wearing, and easy to handle.










9.
 
(of a person's constitution) not easily affected by disease or hardship.




10.
 
not easily disturbed, upset, or affected




•
 
driving on these highways requires strong nerves.










11.
 
(of a person's character) showing determination, self-control, and good judgment




•
 
only a strong will enabled him to survive.










12.
 
(of a market) having steadily high or rising prices.




13.
 
firmly held or established




•
 
a strong and trusting relationship.










14.
 
(of light) very intense.




15.
 
(of something seen or heard) not soft or muted; clear or prominent




•
 
she should wear strong colors.










16.
 
(of food or its flavor) distinctive and pungent




•
 
strong cheese.










17.
 
(of a solution or drink) containing a large proportion of a particular substance; concentrated




•
 
a cup of strong coffee.










18.
 
(of language or actions) forceful and extreme, especially excessively or unacceptably so




•
 
the government was urged to take strong measures against the perpetrators of violence.










19.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an acid or base) fully ionized into cations and anions in solution; having (respectively) a very low or a very high pH.




20.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a class of verbs in Germanic languages that form the past tense and past participle by a change of vowel within the stem rather than by addition of a suffix (e.g., 
swim

 , 
swam

 , 
swum

 ); contrasted with weak
 .




21.
 


[Physics]

 of, relating to, or denoting the strongest of the known kinds of force between particles, which acts between nucleons and other hadrons when closer than about 10−13
 cm (so binding protons in a nucleus despite the repulsion due to their charge), and which conserves strangeness, parity, and isospin.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
come on strong

 

‹informal›






a.
 
behave aggressively or assertively, especially in making sexual advances to someone.




b.
 
improve one's position considerably




•
 
he came on strong toward the end of the round.















2.
 
going strong








‹informal›

 continuing to be healthy, vigorous, or successful




•
 
the program is still going strong after twelve episodes.















3.
 
strong on





a.
 
good at




•
 
he is strong on comedy.










b.
 
possessing large quantities of




•
 
our pizza wasn't strong on pepperoni.















4.
 
one's strong point






something at which one excels




•
 
arithmetic had never been my strong point.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
strongish






adjective













2.
 
strongly

 
/ˈstrôNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
streng

 , also to string
 .





Strong, William

 
/strôNG, sträNG/






(1808–95), US Supreme Court associate justice 1870–80. Appointed to the Court by President Grant, he wrote the majority opinion in the Court's 1871 reversal of its decision that declared the Legal Tender Act of 1862 unconstitutional.









strong-arm

 
/ˈstrôNG ˌärm/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
using or characterized by force or violence




•
 
they were furious at what they said were government strong-arm tactics.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use force or violence against




•
 
the culprit shouted before being strong-armed out of the door.



















strongbox

 
/ˈstrôNGˌbäks/






noun




a small lockable box, typically made of metal, in which valuables may be kept.













strong breeze






noun




a wind of force 6 on the Beaufort scale (22–27 knots or 25–31 mph).













strong drink






noun




alcohol, especially liquor.













strong gale






noun




a wind of force 9 on the Beaufort scale (41–47 knots or 47–54 mph).













stronghold

 
/ˈstrôNGˌhōld/






noun



1.
 
a place that has been fortified so as to protect it against attack.




2.
 
a place where a particular cause or belief is strongly defended or upheld




•
 
a Republican stronghold.



















strong interaction






noun




interaction at short distances between certain subatomic particles mediated by the strong force.

See strong
 (
sense

 5).













strongman

 
/ˈstrôNGˌman/






noun



1.
 
a man of great physical strength, especially one who performs feats of strength as a form of entertainment.




2.
 
a leader who rules by the exercise of threats, force, or violence.













strong-minded

 
/ˈˌstrôNG ˈˌmīndid/





I.
 
adjective




not easily influenced by others; resolute and determined.








II.
 
derivatives





strong-mindedness

 
/ˈˌstrôNG ˈˌmīndidnis /






noun





















strongpoint

 
/ˈstrôNGpoint/






noun




a specially fortified defensive position.













strongroom

 
/ˈstrôNGˌro͞om ˈstrôNGˌro͝om/






noun




a room, typically one in a bank, designed to protect valuable items against fire and theft.













strong safety






noun






[Football]

 a defensive back positioned opposite the offensive team's stronger side, who often covers the tight end.













strong side






noun






[Sports]

 (on teams with an odd number of players) the half of an offensive or defensive alignment that has one player more.













strong-smelling






adjective




having a powerful smell




•
 
strong-smelling cheeses.



















strong suit






noun



1.
 
(in bridge) a holding of a number of high cards of one suit in a hand.




2.
 
a desirable quality that is particularly prominent in someone's character or an activity at which they excel




•
 
compassion is not Jack's strong suit.



















strong-willed






adjective




determined to do as one wants even if other people advise against it.













strongyle

 
/ˈstränjīl/





I.
 
noun




a nematode of a group that includes several common disease-causing parasites of mammals and birds.

[Genus 
Strongylus

 or family 
Strongylidae

 , class 
Phasmida

 . See also red worm
 (
sense

 2).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Strongylus

 , from Greek 
strongulos

 ‘round.’





strongyloidiasis

 
/ˌstränjəloiˈdīəsəs/






noun




infestation with threadworms of a type found in tropical and subtropical regions, chiefly affecting the small intestine and causing ulceration and diarrhea.

[The worms belong to the genus 
Strongyloides

 , class 
Phasmida

 , in particular 
S. stercoralis

 .]














strontia

 
/ˈstränSH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 strontium oxide, a white solid resembling quicklime.

[Chem. formula: SrO.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from earlier 
strontian

 , denoting native strontium carbonate from 
Strontian

 , a parish in the Highland region of Scotland, where it was discovered.





strontianite

 
/ˈstränSH(ē)əˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare pale greenish-yellow or white mineral consisting of strontium carbonate.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
strontian

 (see strontia
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





strontium

 
/ˈsträn(t)SHēəm ˈsträn(t)ēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Sr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 38, a soft, silver-white metal of the alkaline earth series. Its salts are used in fireworks and flares because they give a brilliant red light.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from strontia
 + -ium
 .






strop

 
/sträp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device, typically a strip of leather, for sharpening straight razors.




2.
 
(also 
strap

 )
 — 

[Nautical]

 a rope sling for handling cargo.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sharpen on or with a strop




•
 
he stropped a knife razor-sharp on his belt.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘thong,’ also as a nautical term): probably a West Germanic adoption of Latin 
stroppus

 ‘thong.’





strophanthin

 
/ˌstrōˈfanTH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a poisonous substance of the glycoside class, obtained from certain African trees and used as a heart stimulant.

[This substance is obtained from trees of the genera 
Strophanthus

 and 
Acokanthera

 (family 
Apocynaceae

 ).]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
strophanthus

 (from Greek 
strophos

 ‘twisted cord’ + 
anthos

 ‘flower,’ referring to the long segments of the corolla) + -in
 1
 .






strophe

 
/ˈstrōfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the first section of an ancient Greek choral ode or of one division of it.

Compare with antistrophe
 and epode
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
a structural division of a poem containing stanzas of varying line-length, especially an ode or free verse poem.








II.
 
derivatives





strophic

 
/ˈstrōfik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
strophē

 , literally ‘turning,’ from 
strephein

 ‘to turn’; the term originally denoted a movement from right to left made by a Greek chorus, or lines of choral song recited during this.





stroud

 
/stroud/






noun




coarse woolen fabric, formerly used in the manufacture of blankets for sale to North American Indians.













strove

 
/strōv/






past of strive
 .









strow

 
/strō/






verb




archaic variant of strew
 .













struck

 
/strək/






past and past participle of strike
 .









struck joint






noun




a masonry joint in which the mortar between two courses of bricks is sloped inward so as to be flush with the surface of one but below that of the other.













structural

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or forming part of the structure of a building or other item




•
 
the blast left ten buildings with major structural damage.










2.
 
of or relating to the arrangement of and relations between the parts or elements of a complex whole




•
 
there have been structural changes in the industry.














II.
 
derivatives





structurally

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəlē /






adverb





















structural engineering

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəl ˌenjəˈni(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




the branch of civil engineering that deals with large modern buildings and similar structures.








II.
 
derivatives





structural engineer






noun






















structural formula

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəl ˈfôrmyələ/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a formula that shows the arrangement of atoms in the molecule of a compound.

Compare with empirical formula
 , molecular formula
 .













structuralism

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a method of interpretation and analysis of aspects of human cognition, behavior, culture, and experience that focuses on relationships of contrast between elements in a conceptual system that reflect patterns underlying a superficial diversity.




2.
 
the doctrine that structure is more important than function.





Originating in the structural linguistics of Ferdinand de Saussure and extended into anthropology by Claude Lévi-Strauss, structuralism was adapted to a wide range of social and cultural studies, esp. in the 1960s, by writers such as Roland Barthes, Louis Althusser, and Jacques Lacan.




II.
 
derivatives





structuralist

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rələst /






noun, adjective





















structural linguistics

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəl liNGˈɡwistiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of linguistics that deals with language as a system of interrelated structures, in particular the theories and methods of Leonard Bloomfield, emphasizing the accurate identification of syntactic and lexical form as opposed to meaning and historical development.













structural steel

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəl stēl/






noun




strong mild steel in shapes suited to construction work.













structural unemployment

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rəl ˌənəmˈploimənt/






noun




unemployment resulting from industrial reorganization, typically due to technological change, rather than fluctuations in supply or demand.













structuration

 
/ˌstrəkCHəˈrāSHən/






noun




the state or process of organization in a structured form.














structure

 
/ˈstrək(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the arrangement of and relations between the parts or elements of something complex




•
 
flint is extremely hard, like diamond, which has a similar structure.










2.
 
a building or other object constructed from several parts.




3.
 
the quality of being organized




•
 
we shall use three headings to give some structure to the discussion.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
construct or arrange according to a plan; give a pattern or organization to




•
 
the game is structured so that there are five ways to win.














III.
 
derivatives





structureless

 
/ˈstrək(t)SH(ə)rləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the process of building): from Old French, or from Latin 
structura

 , from 
struere

 ‘to build.’ The verb is rarely found before the 20th cent.





structured settlement






noun




a legal settlement paid out as an annuity rather than in a lump sum, usually with certain tax advantages for the recipient and a savings for the payer.













strudel

 
/ˈstro͞odl/





I.
 
noun




a confection of thin pastry rolled up around a fruit filling and baked.











– origin

 from German 
Strudel

 , literally ‘whirlpool.’





struggle

 
/ˈstrəɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make forceful or violent efforts to get free of restraint or constriction




•
 
before she could struggle, he lifted her up




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he struggled to break free.










2.
 
strive to achieve or attain something in the face of difficulty or resistance


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
many families struggle to make ends meet




•
 
new authors are struggling in the present climate.










3.
 
(
struggle with

 )
 — have difficulty handling or coping with




•
 
passengers struggle with bags and briefcases.










4.
 
engage in conflict




•
 
politicians continued to struggle over familiar issues.










5.
 
make one's way with difficulty




•
 
he struggled to the summit of the world's highest mountain.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a forceful or violent effort to get free of restraint or resist attack.




2.
 
a conflict or contest




•
 
a power struggle for the leadership




•
 
with a struggle, she pulled the stroller up the slope.










3.
 
a determined effort under difficulties




•
 
the center is the result of the scientists' struggle to realize their dream.










4.
 
a very difficult task




•
 
it was a struggle to make herself understood.














III.
 
phrases





the struggle for existence (or life)






the competition between organisms, especially as an element in natural selection, or between people seeking a livelihood.












IV.
 
derivatives





struggler

 
/ˈstrəɡ(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: frequentative, perhaps of imitative origin. The noun dates from the late 17th cent.





strum

 
/strəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
play (a guitar or similar instrument) by sweeping the thumb or a plectrum up or down across the strings.




2.
 
play (a tune) by strumming the strings of a guitar or similar instrument




•
 
he strummed a few chords.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play casually or unskillfully on a stringed or keyboard instrument.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the sound made by strumming a guitar or similar instrument




•
 
the brittle strum of acoustic guitars.










2.
 
an act or period of strumming a guitar or similar instrument.








III.
 
derivatives





strummer






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: imitative; compare with thrum
 1
 .






struma

 
/ˈstro͞omə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a swelling of the thyroid gland; a goiter.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the Latin sense): modern Latin, from Latin, ‘scrofulous tumor.’





strumous

 
/ˈstro͞oməs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 scrofulous.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
strumosus

 , from 
struma

 (see struma
 ).





strumpet

 
/ˈstrəmpət/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a female prostitute or a promiscuous woman.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





strung

 
/strəNG/






past and past participle of string
 .









strut

 
/strət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rod or bar forming part of a framework and designed to resist compression.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a stiff, erect, and apparently arrogant or conceited gait




•
 
that old confident strut and swagger has returned.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk with a stiff, erect, and apparently arrogant or conceited gait




•
 
peacocks strut through the grounds.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — brace (something) with a strut or struts




•
 
the holes were close-boarded and strutted.














III.
 
phrases





strut one's stuff








‹informal›

 dance or behave in a confident and expressive way.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
strutter






noun













2.
 
struttingly

 
/ˈstrədiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
strūtian

 ‘protrude stiffly,’ of Germanic origin. Current senses date from the late 16th cent.





Struve, Otto

 
/ˈSHtro͞ovə/






(1897–1963), US astronomer, born in Russia. In 1938, he discovered the presence of ionized hydrogen in interstellar space.









strychnine

 
/ˈstrikˌnīn ˈstrikˌnēn/





I.
 
noun




a bitter and highly poisonous compound obtained from nux vomica and related plants. An alkaloid, it has occasionally been used as a stimulant.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, via Latin from Greek 
strukhnos

 , denoting a kind of nightshade.





Stryker

 
/ˈstrīkər /

 
Stryker Armored Vehicle





I.
 
noun




an eight-wheeled armored vehicle used by the Army with defense capabilities similar to those of a tank, but with greater mobility and fewer logistical requirements.











– origin

 named for two different veterans of earlier wars who shared the surname 
Stryker

 .





Sts.






abbreviation




Saints.













Stuart

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oərt /

 
Stewart





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the royal family ruling Scotland 1371–1714 and Britain 1603–49 and 1660–1714.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Stuart family.













Stuart, Charles Edward

 
/ˈst(y)o͞oərt/






(1720–88), son of James Stuart; pretender to the British throne; known as 
the Young Pretender

 or 
Bonnie Prince Charlie

 .









Stuart, Gilbert Charles






(1755–1828), US artist. Considered the father of American portraiture, he is best known for his portraits of the first five presidents, painted between 1817 and 1821.









Stuart, James






(1688–1766), son of James II (James VII of Scotland); pretender to the British throne; known as 
the Old Pretender

 ; full name 
James Francis Edward Stuart

 .









Stuart, Jeb






(1833–64), Confederate military officer; full name 
James Ewell Brown Stuart

 . He resigned from the US army in 1861 to join the Confederate army as a brigadier general. Known for his brazen raids and reconnaissance missions during the Civil War, he was mortally wounded at the Battle of Yellow Tavern in Virginia.









Stuart, Mary






see Mary, Queen of Scots
 .










stub

 
/stəb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the truncated remnant of a pencil, cigarette, or similar-shaped object after use.




2.
 
a truncated or unusually short thing




•
 
he wagged his little stub of tail.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a projection or hole that goes only part of the way through a surface




•
 
a stub tenon.










4.
 
the part of a check, receipt, ticket, or other document torn off and kept as a record.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accidentally strike (one's toe) against something




•
 
I stubbed my toe, swore, and tripped.










2.
 
extinguish (a lighted cigarette) by pressing the lighted end against something




•
 
she 
stubbed out

 her cigarette in the overflowing ashtray.










3.
 
dig up (a plant) by the roots.











– origin

 Old English 
stub(b)

 ‘stump of a tree,’ of Germanic origin. The verb is first recorded (late Middle English) in 
sense

 3 
of the

 verb; 
sense

 1 
of the

 verb (mid 19th cent.) was originally a US usage.





stub axle

 
/stəb ˈaksəl/






noun




an axle supporting only one wheel of a pair on opposite sides of a vehicle.













stubble

 
/ˈstəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cut stalks of grain plants left sticking out of the ground after the grain is harvested.




2.
 
short, stiff hairs growing on a man's face when he has not shaved for a while.








II.
 
derivatives





stubbled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
stuble

 , from Latin 
stupla

 , 
stupula

 , variants of 
stipula

 ‘straw.’





stubbly

 
/ˈstəb(ə)lē/






adjective




covered with stubble




•
 
a stubbly chin.



















stubborn

 
/ˈstəbərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing dogged determination not to change one's attitude or position on something, especially in spite of good arguments or reasons to do so




•
 
he accused her of being a silly, stubborn old woman.










2.
 
difficult to move, remove, or cure




•
 
the removal of stubborn screws.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stubbornly

 
/ˈstəbərnlē /






adverb













2.
 
stubbornness

 
/ˈstəbərnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘untamable, implacable’): of unknown origin.





stubby

 
/ˈstəbē/





I.
 
adjective




short and thick




•
 
Bloom pointed with a stubby finger.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stubbily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
stubbiness






noun





















stucco

 
/ˈstəkō/





I.
 
noun




fine plaster used for coating wall surfaces or molding into architectural decorations.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
stuccoed

 )


1.
 
coat or decorate with plaster




•
 
a stuccoed house.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun): from Italian, of Germanic origin.





stuck

 
/stək/






past and past participle of stick
 2
 .









stuck-up

 
/ˈˌstək ˈəp/






adjective






‹informal›

 staying aloof from others because one thinks one is superior.













stud1


 
/stəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large-headed piece of metal that pierces and projects from a surface, especially for decoration.




2.
 
a small, simple piece of jewelry for wearing in pierced ears or nostrils.




3.
 
a fastener consisting of two buttons joined with a bar, used in formal wear to fasten a shirtfront or to fasten a collar to a shirt.




4.
 
(usu. 
studs

 )
 — a small projection fixed to the base of footwear, especially athletic shoes, to allow the wearer to grip the ground.




5.
 
(usu. 
studs

 )
 — a small metal piece set into the tire of a motor vehicle to improve roadholding in slippery conditions.




6.
 
an upright support in the wall of a building to which sheathing, drywall, etc., are attached.




7.
 


(US)

 the height of a room as indicated by the length of this.




8.
 
a rivet or crosspiece in each link of a chain cable.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be studded

 )


1.
 
decorate or augment (something) with many studs or similar small objects




•
 
a dagger 
studded with

 precious diamonds.










2.
 
strew or cover (something) with a scattering of small objects or features




•
 
the sky was clear and 
studded with

 stars.

















– origin

 Old English 
studu

 , 
stuthu

 ‘post, upright prop’; related to German 
stützen

 ‘to prop.’ The sense ‘ornamental metal knob’ arose in late Middle English.






stud2


 
/stəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment where horses or other domesticated animals are kept for breeding


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a stud farm




•
 
the horse was retired 
to stud

 .










2.
 
a collection of horses or other domesticated animals belonging to one person.




3.
 
(also 
stud horse

 )
 — a stallion.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a young man thought to be very active sexually or regarded as a good sexual partner.




5.
 
(also 
stud poker

 )
 — a form of poker in which the first card of a player's hand is dealt face down and the others face up, with betting after each round of the deal.











– origin

 Old English 
stōd

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Stute

 ‘mare,’ also to stand
 .





stud.






abbreviation




student.













stud book

 
/stəd bo͝ok/






noun




a book containing the pedigrees of horses.













studded

 
/ˈstədəd/






adjective




decorated or augmented with studs




•
 
a studded leather belt.



















studding

 
/ˈstədiNG/






noun




studs collectively.

See stud
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).














studdingsail

 
/ˈstənsəl/





I.
 
noun




(on a square-rigged sailing ship) an additional sail set at the end of a yard in light winds.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: 
studding

 perhaps from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
stōtinge

 ‘a thrusting.’





student

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odnt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is studying at a school or college.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting someone who is studying in order to enter a particular profession




•
 
a group of student nurses.










3.
 
a person who takes an interest in a particular subject




•
 
a 
student of

 the free market.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
studentship

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odntˌSHip /






noun




(
 — 

(Brit.)















2.
 
studenty






adjective




(
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
student-

 ‘applying oneself to,’ from the verb 
studere

 , related to 
studium

 ‘painstaking application.’





student council






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a group of students elected by their peers to address issues of concern and organize student events and activities




•
 
the student council has decided to have a Halloween dance this year.



















student driver






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who is receiving formal instruction in how to drive a motor vehicle and has not yet passed a driving test




•
 
the driver was attempting to pass a student driver in the northbound lane.




















Student's t-test





I.
 
noun




a test for statistical significance that uses tables of a statistical distribution called Student's 
t

 -distribution, which is that of a fraction (
t

 ) whose numerator is drawn from a normal distribution with a mean of zero, and whose denominator is the root mean square of 
k

 terms drawn from the same normal distribution (where 
k

 is the number of degrees of freedom).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
Student

 , the pseudonym of William Sealy Gosset (1876–1937), English brewery employee.





studied

 
/ˈstədēd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a quality or result) achieved or maintained by careful and deliberate effort




•
 
he treated them with studied politeness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
studiedly

 
/ˈstədēdlē /






adverb













2.
 
studiedness

 
/ˈstədēdnəs /






noun





















studio

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room where an artist, photographer, sculptor, etc., works.




2.
 
a place where performers, especially dancers, practice and exercise.




3.
 
a room where musical or sound recordings can be made.




4.
 
a room from which television or radio programs are broadcast, or in which they are recorded.




5.
 
a place where movies are made or produced.




6.
 
a film or television production company.




7.
 
a studio apartment.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
studium

 (see study
 ).





studio apartment






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an apartment containing one main room.













studio couch

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēˌō kouCH/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a sofa bed.













studio portrait

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēˌō ˈpôrtrət ˈpôrtrāt/






noun




a large photograph for which the sitter is posed, typically taken in the photographer's studio.













studio theater

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēˌō ˈTHēədər/






noun




a small theater where experimental and innovative productions are staged.













studious

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
spending a lot of time studying or reading




•
 
he was quiet and studious.










2.
 
done deliberately or with a purpose in mind




•
 
his studious absence from public view.










3.
 
showing great care or attention




•
 
a studious inspection.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
studiously

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
studiousness

 
/ˈst(y)o͞odēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
studiosus

 , from 
studium

 ‘painstaking application.’





studmuffin

 
/ˈstədˌməfin/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a man perceived as sexually attractive, typically one with well-developed muscles.













stud wall






noun




an interior wall consisting of a frame of upright timbers to which laths and plasterboard are attached




•
 
with the landlord's permission, we put up some stud walls to make separate bedrooms.




















study

 
/ˈstədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the devotion of time and attention to acquiring knowledge on an academic subject, especially by means of books




•
 
the study of English




•
 
an application to continue full-time study.










2.
 
(
studies

 )
 — study as pursued by one person




•
 
some students may not be able to resume their studies.










3.
 
an academic book or article on a particular topic




•
 
a study of Jane Austen's novels.










4.
 
(
studies

 )
 — used in the title of an academic subject




•
 
a major in East Asian studies.










5.
 
a detailed investigation and analysis of a subject or situation




•
 
a study of a sample of 5,000 children




•
 
the study of global problems.










6.
 
a portrayal in literature or another art form of an aspect of behavior or character




•
 
a study of a man devoured by awareness of his own mediocrity.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing that is or deserves to be investigated; the subject of an individual's study




•
 
I have made it my study to examine the nature and character of the Indians.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 the object or aim of someone's endeavors




•
 
the acquisition of a fortune is the study of all.










9.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who learns a skill or acquires knowledge at a specified speed




•
 
I'm a quick study.







[originally theatrical slang, referring to an actor who memorizes a role.]




10.
 
a room used or designed for reading, writing, or academic work.




11.
 
a piece of work, especially a drawing, done for practice or as an experiment.




12.
 
a musical composition designed to develop a player's technical skill.




13.
 
(
a study in

 )
 — a thing or person that is an embodiment or good example of something




•
 
he perched on the edge of the bed, a study in confusion and misery.










14.
 


‹informal›

 an amusing or remarkable thing or person




•
 
Ira's face was a study as he approached the car.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
devote time and attention to acquiring knowledge on (an academic subject), especially by means of books




•
 
she studied biology and botany.










2.
 
investigate and analyze (a subject or situation) in detail




•
 
he has been studying mink for many years.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — apply oneself to study




•
 
he spent his time listening to the radio rather than studying.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — acquire academic knowledge at an educational establishment




•
 
he studied at the Kensington School of Art.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
study up

 )
 — 

(US)

 learn intensively about something, especially in preparation for a test of knowledge




•
 
a graduate student studies up for her doctoral exams.










6.
 
(of an actor) try to learn (the words of one's role).




7.
 


(W. Indian)

 give serious thought or consideration to




•
 
the people here don't make so much noise, so you will find that the government doesn't have us to study.










8.
 
look at closely in order to observe or read




•
 
she bent her head to study the plans.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 make an effort to achieve (a result) or take into account (a person or their wishes)




•
 
with no husband to study, housekeeping is mere play.














III.
 
phrases





in a brown study






absorbed in one's thoughts.

[apparently originally from 
brown

 in the sense ‘gloomy.’]















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estudie

 (noun), 
estudier

 (verb), both based on Latin 
studium

 ‘zeal, painstaking application.’





study group






noun




a group of people who meet to study a particular subject and then report their findings or recommendations.













study hall

 
/ˈstədē ˌhôl/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the period of time in a school curriculum set aside for study and the preparation of schoolwork.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a schoolroom used for study.














stuff

 
/stəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
matter, material, articles, or activities of a specified or indeterminate kind that are being referred to, indicated, or implied




•
 
a pickup truck picked the stuff up




•
 
a girl who's good at the technical stuff.










2.
 
a person's belongings, equipment, or baggage




•
 
he took his stuff and went.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 worthless or foolish ideas, speech, or writing; rubbish


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 


stuff and nonsense

 !










4.
 


‹informal›

 drink or drugs.




5.
 
(
one's stuff

 )
 — things in which one is knowledgeable and experienced; one's area of expertise




•
 
he 
knows his stuff

 and can really write.










6.
 
the basic constituents or characteristics of something or someone




•
 
Healey was made of sterner stuff




•
 
such a trip was the stuff of his dreams.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 woolen fabric, especially as distinct from silk, cotton, and linen


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
her dark stuff gown.










8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in sports) spin given to a ball to make it vary its course.




9.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitcher's ability to produce spin on a ball or control the speed of delivery of a pitch.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill (a receptacle or space) tightly with something




•
 
an old teapot 
stuffed full of

 cash




•
 


‹figurative›

 his head has been 
stuffed with

 myths and taboos.










2.
 


‹informal›

 force or cram (something) tightly into a receptacle or space




•
 
he stuffed a thick wad of cash into his jacket pocket.










3.
 


‹informal›

 hastily or clumsily push (something) into a space




•
 
Sadie took the coin and stuffed it in her coat pocket.










4.
 
fill (the cavity of an item of food) with a savory or sweet mixture, especially before cooking




•
 
chicken stuffed with mushrooms and breadcrumbs.










5.
 


‹informal›

 fill (oneself) with large amounts of food




•
 
he 
stuffed himself with

 potato chips.










6.
 
(
be stuffed up

 )
 — (of a person) have one's nose blocked up with mucus as a result of a cold.




7.
 
fill out the skin of (a dead animal) with material to restore the original shape and appearance




•
 
he took the bird to a taxidermist to be stuffed




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stuffed

 )
 
a stuffed parrot.










8.
 


‹informal›

 fill (envelopes) with identical copies of printed matter




•
 
they spent the whole time in a back room stuffing envelopes.










9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 place bogus votes in (a ballot box).




10.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (someone).




11.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat heavily in sport




•
 
Town got stuffed every week.










12.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express indifference toward or rejection of (something)




•
 
stuff the diet!














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
and stuff








‹informal›

 said in vague reference to additional things of a similar nature to those specified




•
 
all that running and swimming and stuff.















2.
 
get stuffed






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 said in anger to tell someone to go away or as an expression of contempt.









3.
 
stuff it








‹informal›

 said to express indifference, resignation, or rejection




•
 
Stuff it, I'm 61, what do I care?















4.
 
that's the stuff








‹informal›

 said in approval of what has just been done or said.












IV.
 
derivatives





stuffer






noun




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a sausage-stuffer

























– origin

 Middle English (denoting material for making clothes): shortening of Old French 
estoffe

 ‘material, furniture,’ 
estoffer

 ‘equip, furnish,’ from Greek 
stuphein

 ‘draw together.’





stuffed shirt

 
/stəft SHərt/






noun






‹informal›

 a conservative, pompous person.













stuffing

 
/ˈstəfiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mixture used to stuff poultry or meat before cooking.




2.
 
padding used to stuff cushions, furniture, or soft toys.








II.
 
phrases





knock (or take) the stuffing out of








‹informal›

 severely impair the confidence or strength of (someone).

















stuffing box

 
/ˈstəfiNG ˌbäks/






noun




a casing in which material such as greased wool is compressed around a shaft or axle to form a seal against gas or liquid, used for instance where the propeller shaft of a boat passes through the hull.













stuff sack






noun




a bag into which a sleeping bag, clothing, and other items can be stuffed or packed for ease of carrying or when not in use.













stuffy

 
/ˈstəfē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a place) lacking fresh air or ventilation




•
 
a stuffy, overcrowded office.










2.
 
(of a person's nose) blocked up and making breathing difficult, typically as a result of illness.




3.
 
(of a person) not receptive to new or unusual ideas and behavior; conventional and narrow-minded




•
 
he was steady and rather stuffy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stuffily

 
/ˈstəfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stuffiness

 
/ˈstəfēnis /






noun





















Stuka

 
/ˈsto͞okə, ˈSHto͞o-/





I.
 
noun




a type of German military aircraft (the Junkers Ju 87) designed for dive-bombing, much used in World War II.











– origin

 contraction of German 
Sturzkampfflugzeug

 ‘dive-bomber.’





stultify

 
/ˈstəltəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
stultifying

 )
 — cause to lose enthusiasm and initiative, especially as a result of a tedious or restrictive routine




•
 
the mentally stultifying effects of a disadvantaged home.










2.
 
cause (someone) to appear foolish or absurd




•
 
Counsel is not expected to 
stultify himself

 in an attempt to advance his client's interests.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stultification

 
/ˌstəltəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
stultifier






noun













3.
 
stultifyingly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
stultificare

 , from Latin 
stultus

 ‘foolish.’





stum

 
/stəm/





I.
 
noun




unfermented grape juice.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent or stop the fermentation of (wine) by fumigating a cask with burning sulfur.




2.
 
renew the fermentation of (wine) by adding stum.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Dutch 
stom

 (noun), 
stommen

 (verb), from 
stom

 ‘dumb.’






stumble

 
/ˈstəmbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
trip or momentarily lose one's balance; almost fall




•
 
her foot caught a shoe and she stumbled.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — trip repeatedly as one walks




•
 
his legs still weak, he stumbled after them.










3.
 
make a mistake or repeated mistakes in speaking




•
 
she 
stumbled over

 the words.










4.
 
(
stumble across/on/upon

 )
 — find or encounter by chance




•
 
they stumbled across a farmer selling 25 acres.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of stumbling.




2.
 
a stumbling walk




•
 
he parodied my groping stumble across the stage.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stumbler

 
/ˈstəmb(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
stumblingly

 
/ˈstəmb(ə)liNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old Norse, from the Germanic base of stammer
 .





stumblebum

 
/ˈstəmbəlˌbəm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a clumsy or inept person.













stumbling block

 
/ˈstəmb(ə)liNG ˌbläk/






noun




a circumstance that causes difficulty or hesitation




•
 
bashfulness is a great stumbling block to some men.




















stump

 
/stəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the bottom part of a tree left projecting from the ground after most of the trunk has fallen or been cut down.




2.
 
the small projecting remnant of something that has been cut or broken off or worn away




•
 
the stump of an amputated arm.










3.
 


[Cricket]

 each of the three upright pieces of wood that form a wicket.




4.
 


[Art]

 a cylinder with conical ends made of rolled paper or other soft material, used for softening or blending marks made with a crayon or pencil.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 engaged in or involving political campaigning




•
 
he is an inspiring stump speaker.







[referring to the use of a tree stump, from which an orator would speak.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be stumped

 )
 — (of a question or problem) be too hard for; baffle




•
 
education chiefs were stumped by some of the exam questions.










2.
 
(
be stumped

 )
 — be at a loss; be unable to work out what to do or say




•
 
detectives are 
stumped for

 a reason for the attack.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk stiffly and noisily




•
 
he stumped away on short thick legs.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 travel around (a district) making political speeches




•
 
there is no chance that he will be well enough to stump the country




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the two men had come to the city to stump for the presidential candidate.










5.
 
use a stump on (a drawing, line, etc.).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the stump








‹informal›

 engaged in political campaigning.









2.
 
up a stump








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in a situation too difficult for one to manage.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





stump something up








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 pay a sum of money




•
 
a buyer would have to stump up at least 8.5 million dollars for the site.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a part of a limb remaining after an amputation): from Middle Low German 
stump(e

 ) or Middle Dutch 
stomp

 . The early sense of the verb was ‘stumble.’





stumpage

 
/ˈstəmpēj/






noun



1.
 
a price on standing timber and the right to harvest it, reckoned as a unit value per stump.




2.
 
a price on timber calculated in board feet, cubic meters, or some other measure.













stumper

 
/ˈstəmpər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a puzzling question.













stumpnose

 
/ˈstəmpnōz/






noun






(chiefly S. African)

 a southern African sea bream, popular with anglers.

[
Rhabdosargus

 and other genera, family 
Sparidae

 : several species, in particular the 
white stumpnose

 (
R. globiceps

 ), which is of commercial importance.]













stump work






noun




a type of raised embroidery popular between the 15th and 17th centuries and characterized by elaborate designs padded with wool or hair.













stumpy

 
/ˈstəmpē/





I.
 
adjective




short and thick; squat




•
 
weak stumpy legs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stumpily

 
/-pəlē /






adverb













2.
 
stumpiness






noun





















stun

 
/stən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
knock unconscious or into a dazed or semiconscious state




•
 
the man was strangled after being stunned by a blow to the head.










2.
 
(usu. 
be stunned

 )
 — astonish or shock (someone) so that they are temporarily unable to react




•
 
the community was stunned by the tragedy.










3.
 
(of a sound) deafen temporarily




•
 
a blast like that could stun anybody.

















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
estoner

 ‘astonish.’





stung

 
/stəNG/






past and past participle of sting
 .









stun grenade

 
/stən ɡrəˈnād/






noun




a grenade that stuns people with its sound and flash, without causing serious injury.













stun gun

 
/ˈstən ˌɡən/






noun




a device used to immobilize an attacker without causing serious injury, typically by administering an electric shock.













stunk

 
/stəNGk/






past and past participle of stink
 .









stunner

 
/ˈstənər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a strikingly beautiful or impressive person or thing




•
 
the girl was a stunner.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an amazing turn of events.













stunning

 
/ˈstəniNG/





I.
 
adjective




extremely impressive or attractive




•
 
she looked stunning.














II.
 
derivatives





stunningly

 
/ˈstəniNGlē /






adverb





















stunsail

 
/ˈstənsəl /

 
stuns'l





I.
 
noun




another term for studdingsail
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: contraction.






stunt1


 
/stənt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent from growing or developing properly




•
 
some weeds produce chemicals that stunt the plant's growth




•
 


‹figurative›

 the recovery of our industries is stunted by lack of funds




•
 (as 
adj.

 
stunted

 )
 
an emotionally stunted young woman.














II.
 
derivatives





stuntedness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bring to an abrupt halt’): from dialect 
stunt

 ‘foolish, stubborn,’ of Germanic origin; perhaps related to stump
 .





stunt2


 
/stənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action displaying spectacular skill and daring.




2.
 
something unusual done to attract attention




•
 
the story was spread as a publicity stunt to help sell books.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform stunts, especially aerobatics




•
 
agile terns are stunting over the water.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US college slang): of unknown origin.





stunt casting






noun




the casting of a very famous actor or other celebrity as a guest star in a movie or TV show, in order to garner publicity.













stuntman

 
/ˈstəntˌman/






noun




a person employed to take an actor's place in performing dangerous stunts.













stuntwoman

 
/ˈstəntˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman employed to take the place of an actor or actress in performing dangerous stunts.














stupa

 
/ˈsto͞opə/





I.
 
noun




a dome-shaped structure erected as a Buddhist shrine.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
stūpa

 .





stupe1


 
/st(y)o͞op /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




a piece of soft cloth or absorbent cotton dipped in hot water and used to make a poultice.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with a stupe.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): via Latin from Greek 
stupē

 .





stupe2


 
/st(y)o͞op/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: abbreviation of stupid
 .





stupefacient

 
/ˌst(y)o͞opəˈfāSHənt /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(chiefly of a drug) causing semiconsciousness.








II.
 
noun




a stupefacient drug.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
stupefacient-

 ‘stupefying,’ from the verb 
stupefacere

 .





stupefaction

 
/ˌst(y)o͞opəˈfakSH(ə)n/






noun




the state of being stupefied




•
 
salesmen stood in bored stupefaction.



















stupefy

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) unable to think or feel properly




•
 
the offense of administering drugs to a woman with intent to stupefy her.










2.
 
astonish and shock




•
 
the amount they spend on clothes would appall their parents and stupefy their grandparents.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stupefier






noun













2.
 
stupefyingly

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opəˌfīiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a stupefyingly tedious task

























– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
stupéfier

 , from Latin 
stupefacere

 , from 
stupere

 ‘be struck senseless.’





stupendous

 
/st(y)o͞oˈpendəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 extremely impressive




•
 
a stupendous display of technique.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stupendously

 
/st(y)o͞oˈpendəslē /






adverb













2.
 
stupendousness

 
/st(y)o͞oˈpendəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
stupendus

 ‘to be wondered at’ (gerundive of 
stupere

 ) + -ous
 .






stupid

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking intelligence or common sense




•
 
I was stupid enough to think she was perfect.










2.
 
dazed and unable to think clearly




•
 
apprehension was numbing her brain and making her stupid.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used to express exasperation or boredom




•
 
she told him to stop messing with his stupid painting.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person (often used as a term of address)




•
 
you're not a coward, stupid!














III.
 
derivatives





stupidly

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
stupide

 or Latin 
stupidus

 , from 
stupere

 ‘be amazed or stunned.’





stupidity

 
/st(y)o͞oˈpidədē/






noun



1.
 
behavior that shows a lack of good sense or judgment




•
 
I can't believe my own stupidity




•
 
one of the stupidities of our age.










2.
 
the quality of being stupid or unintelligent




•
 
a comedy of infantile stupidity.



















stupidness

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opidnəs/






noun






(W. Indian)

 foolish or nonsensical talk or behavior




•
 
girl, what stupidness are you talking?



















stupor

 
/ˈst(y)o͞opər/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of near-unconsciousness or insensibility




•
 
a drunken stupor.














II.
 
derivatives





stuporous

 
/ˈst(y)o͞op(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
stupere

 ‘be amazed or stunned.’





Sturbridge

 
/ˈstərbrij/






a town in south central Massachusetts, noted for its historical recreation of Old Sturbridge Village; pop. 9,103 (est. 2008).









sturdy

 
/ˈstərdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their body) strongly and solidly built




•
 
he had a sturdy, muscular physique.










2.
 
strong enough to withstand rough work or treatment




•
 
the bike is sturdy enough to cope with bumpy tracks.










3.
 
showing confidence and determination




•
 
the townspeople have a sturdy independence.














II.
 
noun




vertigo in sheep caused by a tapeworm larva encysted in the brain.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sturdily

 
/ˈstərdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sturdiness

 
/ˈstərdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘reckless, violent’ and ‘intractable, obstinate’): shortening of Old French 
esturdi

 ‘stunned, dazed.’ The derivation remains obscure; thought by some to be based on Latin 
turdus

 ‘a thrush’ (compare with the French phrase 
soûl comme une grive

 ‘drunk as a thrush’).





sturgeon

 
/ˈstərjən/





I.
 
noun




a very large primitive fish with bony plates on the body. It occurs in temperate seas and rivers of the northern hemisphere, especially central Eurasia, and is of commercial importance for its caviar and flesh.

[Family 
Acipenseridae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
steur

 and German 
Stör

 .






Sturmabteilung

 
/ˈSHto͝ormˌabˌtīlo͝oNG /

 
SA





I.
 
a German Nazi paramilitary force formed in 1921, whose members were known in English as Brownshirts.

See Brownshirt
 .







– origin

 German, literally ‘storm division.’





Sturmer

 
/ˈstərmər /

 
Sturmer pippin





I.
 
noun




an eating apple of a late-ripening variety with a mainly yellowish-green skin and firm yellowish flesh.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the village of 
Sturmer

 in eastern England, where it was first grown.






Sturm und Drang

 
/ˌSHto͝orm o͝on(d) ˈdraNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a literary and artistic movement in Germany in the late 18th century, influenced by Jean-Jacques Rousseau and characterized by the expression of emotional unrest and a rejection of neoclassical literary norms.




2.
 
turbulent emotion or stress




•
 
that casual morning meeting dragged into a brawling afternoon of Sturm und Drang.

















– origin

 German, literally ‘storm and stress.’





stutter

 
/ˈstədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk with continued involuntary repetition of sounds, especially initial consonants




•
 
the child was stuttering in fright.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter with involuntary repetition of sounds




•
 
he shyly 
stuttered out

 an invitation to the movies




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“W-what's happened?” she stuttered.










3.
 
(of a machine or gun) produce a series of short, sharp sounds




•
 
she flinched as a machine gun stuttered nearby.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tendency to stutter while speaking.




2.
 
a series of short, sharp sounds produced by a machine or gun.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stutterer

 
/ˈstəd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
stutteringly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): frequentative of dialect 
stut

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
stossen

 ‘strike against.’





stutter tone






noun




a dial tone interrupted by several short gaps, indicating the arrival of new voicemail messages to the user.













Stuttgart

 
/ˈSHto͝otˌɡärt, ˈsto͝ot-, ˈstət-/






an industrial city in western Germany, the capital of Baden-Württemberg, on the Neckar River; pop. 593,900 (est. 2006).









Stuyvesant, Peter

 
/ˈstīvəsənt/






(c.1610–72), Dutch administrator in North America. Appointed colonial governor of New Netherland (now New York and New Jersey) in 1647, he served until the colony was captured by English forces in 1664. In 1655, he expanded the colony by taking over New Sweden in the Delaware River area.









sty1


 
/stī/





I.
 
noun




a pigpen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 keep (a pig) in a sty




•
 
the most beggarly place that ever pigs were stied in.

















– origin

 Old English 
stī-

 (in 
stīfearh

 ‘sty pig’), probably identical with 
stig

 ‘hall’ (see steward
 ), of Germanic origin.





sty2


 
/stī /

 
stye





I.
 
noun




an inflamed swelling on the edge of an eyelid, caused by bacterial infection of the gland at the base of an eyelash.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from dialect 
styany

 , from 
styan

 (from Old English 
stīgend

 ‘riser’) + eye
 .





Stygian

 
/ˈstijēən/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Styx River.




2.
 


‹literary›

 very dark




•
 
the Stygian crypt.



















stylar

 
/ˈstīlər/






adjective






[Botany]

 of or relating to the style or styles of a flower.














style

 
/stīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a manner of doing something




•
 
different styles of management.










2.
 
a way of painting, writing, composing, building, etc., characteristic of a particular period, place, person, or movement.




3.
 
a way of using language




•
 
he never wrote in a journalistic style




•
 
students should pay attention to style and idiom.










4.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — a way of behaving or approaching a situation that is characteristic of or favored by a particular person




•
 
backing out isn't my style.










5.
 
an official or legal title




•
 
the partnership traded 
under the style of

 Storr and Mortimer.










6.
 
a distinctive appearance, typically determined by the principles according to which something is designed




•
 
the pillars are no exception to the general style.










7.
 
a particular design of clothing.




8.
 
a way of arranging the hair.




9.
 
elegance and sophistication




•
 
a sophisticated nightspot with style and taste.










10.
 
a rodlike object or part, in particular




11.
 
archaic term for stylus
 (
sense

 2).




12.
 


[Botany]

 (in a flower) a narrow, typically elongated extension of the ovary, bearing the stigma.




13.
 


[Zoology]

 (in an invertebrate) a small slender pointed appendage; a stylet.




14.
 
the gnomon of a sundial.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
design or make in a particular form




•
 
the yacht is well proportioned and conservatively styled.










2.
 
arrange (hair) in a particular way




•
 
he styled her hair by twisting it up to give it body.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 — designate with a particular name, description, or title




•
 
the official is styled principal and vice chancellor of the university.














III.
 
phrases





in style (or in grand style)






in an impressive, grand, or luxurious way.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
styleless

 
/ˈstīl(l)is /






adjective













2.
 
stylelessness

 
/ˈstīl(l)isnis /






noun













3.
 
styler






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a stylus, also a literary composition, an official title, or a characteristic manner of literary expression): from Old French 
stile

 , from Latin 
stilus

 . The verb dates (first 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb) from the early 16th cent.





-style





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives and adverbs) in a manner characteristic of




•
 
family-style




•
 
church-style.

















– origin

 from style
 .





style sheet

 
/ˈstīl ˌSHēt/






noun



1.
 
(also 
style guide

 )
 — a manual detailing the house style of a particular publisher, publication, etc.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a type of template file consisting of font and layout settings to give a standardized look to certain documents.













stylet

 
/ˈstīlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a slender probe.




2.
 
a wire or piece of plastic run through a catheter or cannula in order to stiffen it or to clear it.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (in an invertebrate) a small style, especially a piercing mouthpart of an insect.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
stilet

 , from Italian 
stiletto

 (see stiletto
 ).





styli

 
/ˈstīlī/






plural form of stylus
 .









styling

 
/ˈstīliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the way in which something is made, designed, or performed




•
 
the car's subtle European styling




•
 
the musical stylings on his solo album.










2.
 
the action or process of arranging hair in a particular way


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
styling gel.














II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fashionable or stylish




•
 
my new stylin' black pants




•
 
by the end of the month, I'll be totally stylin'.



















stylish

 
/ˈstīliSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or displaying a good sense of style




•
 
these are elegant and stylish performances.










2.
 
fashionably elegant




•
 
a stylish and innovative range of jewelry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
stylishly

 
/ˈstīliSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
stylishness

 
/ˈstīliSHnəs /






noun






















stylist

 
/ˈstīləst/






noun



1.
 
a designer of fashionable styles of clothing.




2.
 
a hairdresser.




3.
 
a person whose job is to arrange and coordinate food, clothes, etc. in a stylish and attractive way in photographs or films.




4.
 
a person noted for elegant work or performance, in particular




5.
 
a writer noted for taking great pains over the style in which he or she writes.




6.
 
(in sports or music) a person who performs with style.













stylistic

 
/stīˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning style, especially literary style




•
 
the stylistic conventions of magazine stories.














II.
 
derivatives





stylistically

 
/stīˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from stylist
 , suggested by German 
stilistisch

 .





stylistics

 
/stīˈlistiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the study of the distinctive styles found in particular literary genres and in the works of individual writers.













stylite

 
/ˈstīlīt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an ascetic living on top of a pillar, especially in ancient or medieval Syria, Turkey, and Greece in the 5th century 
AD

 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Greek 
stulitēs

 , from 
stulos

 ‘pillar.’





stylize

 
/ˈstīlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
stylized

 )


1.
 
depict or treat in a mannered and nonrealistic style




•
 
gracefully shaped vases decorated with stylized but recognizable white lilies.














II.
 
derivatives





stylization

 
/ˌstīləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌstīˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from style
 , suggested by German 
stilisiren

 .





stylo

 
/ˈstīlō/






noun






‹informal›

 short for stylograph
 .













stylobate

 
/ˈstīləˌbāt/





I.
 
noun




a continuous base supporting a row of columns in classical Greek architecture.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
stulobatēs

 , from 
stulos

 ‘pillar’ + 
batēs

 ‘base’ (from 
bainein

 ‘to walk’).






stylograph

 
/ˈstīləˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun




a kind of fountain pen having a fine perforated tube instead of a split nib.








II.
 
derivatives





stylographic

 
/ˌstīləˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from stylus
 + -graph
 .





styloid

 
/ˈstīloid/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 resembling a stylus or pen.








II.
 
noun




short for styloid process
 .














styloid process






noun






[Anatomy]

 a slender projection of bone, such as that from the lower surface of the temporal bone of the skull, or those at the lower ends of the ulna and radius.













stylolite

 
/ˈstīləˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 an irregular surface or seam within a limestone or other sedimentary rock, characterized by irregular interlocking pegs and sockets around 1 cm in depth and a concentration of insoluble minerals.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a grooved peg forming part of a stylolite.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
stulos

 ‘column’ + -lite
 .





stylometry

 
/stīˈlämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the statistical analysis of variations in literary style between one writer or genre and another.








II.
 
derivatives





stylometric

 
/-ləˈmetrik /






adjective





















stylophone

 
/ˈstīləˌfōn/






noun






‹trademark›

 a miniature electronic musical instrument producing a distinctive buzzing sound when a stylus is drawn along its metal keyboard.













stylopized

 
/ˈstīləˌpēzd, -ˌpīzd/






adjective






[Entomology]

 (of a bee or other insect) parasitized by a stylops.













stylops

 
/ˈstīläps/





I.
 
noun




a minute insect that spends part or all of its life as an internal parasite of other insects, especially bees or wasps. The males are winged and the females typically retain a grublike form and remain parasitic.

[Order 
Strepsiptera

 , in particular genus 
Stylops

 , family 
Stylopidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





stylopid

 
/-ləˌpid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
stulos

 ‘column’ + 
ōps

 ‘eye, face.’






stylus

 
/ˈstīləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard point, typically of diamond or sapphire, following a groove in a phonograph record and transmitting the recorded sound for reproduction.




2.
 
a pointed device formerly used to produce a groove in a record when recording sound.




3.
 
an ancient writing implement, consisting of a small rod with a pointed end for scratching letters on wax-covered tablets, and a blunt end for obliterating them.




4.
 
an implement with a pointed end used especially for engraving and tracing.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a penlike device used to input handwritten text or drawings directly into a computer or for input on a touch-sensitive monitor.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a modern Latin term in botany: see style
 ): erroneous spelling of Latin 
stilus

 .





stymie

 
/ˈstīmē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 prevent or hinder the progress of




•
 
the changes must not be allowed to stymie new medical treatments.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally a golfing term, denoting a situation on the green where a ball obstructs the shot of another player): of unknown origin.





styptic

 
/ˈstiptik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) capable of causing bleeding to stop when it is applied to a wound.








II.
 
noun




a substance capable of stopping bleeding when applied to a wound.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
stuptikos

 , from 
stuphein

 ‘to contract.’





styptic pencil

 
/ˈstiptik ˈpensəl/






noun




a stick of a styptic substance, used to treat small cuts.














styrax

 
/ˈstīraks/






noun




variant of storax
 .













styrene

 
/ˈstīrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an unsaturated liquid hydrocarbon obtained as a petroleum byproduct. It is easily polymerized and is used to make plastics and resins.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CH=CH2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from styrax
 + -ene
 .





Styrian

 
/ˈstirēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Austrian state of Styria or its inhabitants




•
 
a small Styrian village.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Austrian state of Styria




•
 
Styrians have fine swimming pools in most towns and resorts.



















styrofoam

 
/ˈstīrəˌfōm/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a kind of expanded polystyrene.











– origin

 1950s: from polystyrene
 + foam
 .





Styron, William

 
/ˈstīrən/






(1925–2006), US writer; full name 
William Clark Styron, Jr.

 His works include 
The Confessions of Nat Turner

 (1967); 
Sophie's Choice

 (1979); 
Darkness Visible

 (1990), about his own battle with depression; and 
A Tidewater Morning: Three Tales from Youth

 (1993).









Styx

 
/stiks /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
one of the rivers in the underworld, over which Charon ferried the souls of the dead.







– origin

 from Greek 
Stux

 , from 
stugnos

 ‘hateful, gloomy.’





suasion

 
/ˈswāZHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 persuasion as opposed to force or compulsion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
suasio(n-)

 , from 
suadere

 ‘to urge.’





suasive

 
/ˈswāsiv/






adjective



1.
 
serving to persuade.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a class of English verbs, for example, 
insist

 , whose meaning includes the notion of persuading and that take a subordinate clause whose verb may either be in the subjunctive or take a modal.













suave

 
/swäv/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a man) charming, confident, and elegant




•
 
all the waiters were suave and deferential.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suavely

 
/ˈswävlē /






adverb













2.
 
suaveness

 
/ˈswävnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘gracious, agreeable’): from Old French, or from Latin 
suavis

 ‘agreeable.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





suavity

 
/ˈswävədē/






noun




the quality of being suave in manner




•
 
he conveyed an air of polish and suavity.



















sub

 
/səb /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a submarine.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for submarine sandwich
 .




3.
 
a subscription.




4.
 
a substitute.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a substitute for someone




•
 
he 
subbed for

 Scott as weatherman.



















sub.






abbreviation



1.
 
subordinated.




2.
 
subscription.




3.
 
substitute.




4.
 
suburb.




5.
 
suburban.




6.
 
subway.














sub-

 
/səb/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
at, to, or from a lower level or position




•
 
subalpine




•
 
sub-basement.










2.
 
lower in rank




•
 
subdeacon.










3.
 
of a smaller size; of a subordinate nature




•
 
subculture.










4.
 
of lesser quality; inferior




•
 
subhuman




•
 
substandard.










5.
 
somewhat; nearly; more or less




•
 
subantarctic.










6.
 
denoting a later or secondary action of the same kind




•
 
sublet




•
 
subdivision




•
 
subsequent.










7.
 
denoting support




•
 
subvention.










8.
 


[Chemistry]

 in names of compounds containing a relatively small proportion of a component




•
 
suboxide.

















– origin

 from Latin 
sub

 ‘under, close to.’ / 
usage:

 
Sub-

 is also found assimilated in the following forms: 
suc-

 before 
c

 (
success

 ); 
suf-

 before 
f

 (
suffice

 ); 
sug-

 before 
g

 (
suggestion

 ); 
sup-

 before 
p

 (
supplicate

 ); 
sur-

 before 
r

 (
surreptitious

 ); 
sus-

 before 
c

 (
susceptible

 ), 
p

 (
suspect

 ), 
t

 (
sustain

 ).





subacid

 
/ˌsəbˈasəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a fruit) moderately sharp to the taste.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
subacidus

 (see sub-
 , acid
 ).





subacute

 
/ˌsəbəˈkyo͞ot/






adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a condition) between acute and chronic.




2.
 
moderately acute in shape or angle.













subadult

 
/ˌsəbəˈdəlt/






noun






[Zoology]

 an animal that is not fully adult.













subaerial

 
/ˌsəbˈerēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 existing, occurring, or formed in the open air or on the earth's surface, not underwater or underground.








II.
 
derivatives





subaerially






adverb





















subagency

 
/ˌsəbˈājənsē/





I.
 
noun




a subordinate commercial, political, or other agency.








II.
 
derivatives





subagent

 
/ˌsəbˈāj(ə)nt /






noun





















subalpine

 
/ˌsəbˈalpīn/






adjective




of or situated on the higher slopes of mountains just below the timberline.













subaltern





I.
 
noun

 — 
/səˈbôːltərn səˈbôltərn /



1.
 
an officer in the British army below the rank of captain, especially a second lieutenant.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/səbˈôltərn /



1.
 
of lower status




•
 
the private tutor was a recognized subaltern part of the bourgeois family.










2.
 

/ˈsəbəlˌtərn /

 — 

[Logic]

 
‹dated›

 (of a proposition) implied by another proposition (e.g., as a particular affirmative is by a universal one), but not implying it in return.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective): from late Latin 
subalternus

 , from Latin 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
alternus

 ‘every other.’





subantarctic

 
/ˌsəbənˈtärktik/






adjective




of or relating to the region immediately north of the Antarctic Circle.













subaquatic

 
/ˌsəbəˈkwädik ˌsəbəˈkwadik/






adjective




underwater




•
 
a narrow, subaquatic microclimate.



















subaqueous

 
/səbˈākwēəs səbˈakwēəs/






adjective



1.
 
existing, formed, or taking place underwater.




2.
 
lacking in substance or strength




•
 
the light that filtered through the leaves was pale, subaqueous.



















subarachnoid

 
/ˌsəbəˈraknoid/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 denoting or occurring in the fluid-filled space around the brain between the arachnoid membrane and the pia mater, through which major blood vessels pass.













subarctic

 
/səbˈärktik/






adjective




of or relating to the region immediately south of the Arctic Circle.













subassembly

 
/ˌsəbəˈsemblē/






noun




a unit assembled separately but designed to be incorporated with other units into a larger manufactured product.













Sub-Atlantic

 
/səbətˈlan(t)ik/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the fifth climatic stage of the postglacial period in northern Europe, following the Sub-Boreal stage (from about 2,800 years ago to the present day). The climate has been cooler and wetter than in the earlier postglacial periods.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Sub-Atlantic

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Sub-Atlantic climatic stage.













subatomic

 
/ˌsəbəˈtämik/






adjective




smaller than or occurring within an atom.














subatomic particle






noun




a particle smaller than an atom (e.g., a neutron) or a cluster of such particles (e.g., an alpha particle).

Compare with elementary particle
 .













subaudition

 
/ˌsəbôˈdiSHən/





I.
 
noun




a thing that is not stated, only implied or inferred.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from late Latin 
subauditio(n-)

 , from 
subaudire

 ‘understand.’





sub-basement

 
/ˈsəbˌbāsmənt/






noun




a story below a basement.













Sub-Boreal

 
/səbˈbôrēəl/






adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the fourth climatic stage of the postglacial period in northern Europe, between the Atlantic and Sub-Atlantic stages (about 5,000 to 2,800 years ago). The stage corresponds to the Neolithic period and Bronze Age, and the climate was cooler and drier than previously but still warmer than today.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Sub-Boreal

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Sub-Boreal climatic stage.













sub-branch

 
/ˈsəbˌbran(t)SH/






noun




a secondary or subordinate branch of anything that has branches, such as a tree, a subject of study, or a bank.













sub-breed

 
/ˈsəbˌbrēd/






noun




a minor variant of a breed; a secondary breed.













subcarrier

 
/ˈsəbˌkerēər/






noun






[Telecommunications]

 a carrier wave modulated by a signal wave and then used with other subcarriers to modulate the main carrier wave.













subcategory

 
/ˈsəbˌkadəˌɡôrē/





I.
 
noun




a secondary or subordinate category.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subcategorization

 
/ˌsəbˌkatəɡəriˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
subcategorize

 
/ˌsəbˈkatəɡəˌrīz /






verb





















subclass

 
/ˈsəbklas/






noun



1.
 
a secondary or subordinate class.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below class and above order.













subclavian

 
/səbˈklāvēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting an artery or vein that serves the neck and arm on the left or right side of the body.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
subclavius

 , from 
sub

 ‘under’ + 
clavis

 ‘key’ (see clavicle
 ), + -ian
 .





subclinical

 
/ˌsəbˈklinik(ə)l/






adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting a disease that is not severe enough to present definite or readily observable symptoms.













subcommittee

 
/ˈsəbkəˌmidē/






noun




a committee composed of some members of a larger committee, board, or other body and reporting to it.













subcompact

 
/səbˈkämpakt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a motor vehicle that is smaller than a compact.













subconical

 
/səbˈkänikəl/






adjective




approximately conical.













subconscious

 
/səbˈkänSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




of or concerning the part of the mind of which one is not fully aware but which influences one's actions and feelings




•
 
my subconscious fear.














II.
 
noun

 — (
one's/the subconscious

 )


1.
 
the subconscious part of the mind (not in technical use in psychoanalysis, where 
unconscious

 is preferred).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subconsciously

 
/səbˈkänSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
subconsciousness

 
/səbˈkänSHəsnəs /






noun





















subcontinent

 
/ˌsəbˈkän(t)ənənt/





I.
 
noun




a large, distinguishable part of a continent, such as North America or southern Africa.

See also Indian subcontinent
 .








II.
 
derivatives





subcontinental

 
/-ˌkäntəˈnen(t)l /






adjective





















subcontract





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌsəbkənˈtrakt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ a business or person outside one's company to do (work) as part of a larger project




•
 
we would 
subcontract

 the translation work 
out

 .










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a business or person) carry out work for a company as part of a larger project.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/səbˈkäntrakt /



1.
 
a contract for a company or person to do work for another company as part of a larger project.













subcontractor

 
/səbˈkänˌtraktər/






noun




a business or person that carries out work for a company as part of a larger project.













subcontrary

 
/ˌsəbˈkäntrərē /

 

‹Logic dated›






I.
 
adjective




denoting propositions that can both be true, but cannot both be false (e.g., 
some X are Y

 and 
some X are not Y

 ).








II.
 
noun




a subcontrary proposition.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin 
subcontrarius

 , translation of Greek 
hupenantios

 .





subcortical

 
/səbˈkôrdək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
below the cortex.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the region of the brain below the cortex.













subcostal

 
/səbˈkôstl, -ˈkästl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 beneath a rib; below the ribs.













subcritical

 
/səbˈkridək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 below a critical threshold, in particular




2.
 


[Physics]

 (in nuclear physics) containing or involving less than the critical mass.




3.
 


[Physics]

 (of a flow of fluid) slower than the speed at which waves travel in the fluid.













subculture

 
/ˈsəbˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




a cultural group within a larger culture, often having beliefs or interests at variance with those of the larger culture.








II.
 
derivatives





subcultural

 
/ˌsəbˈkəlCHərəl /






adjective





















subcutaneous

 
/ˌsəbkyo͞oˈtānēəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 situated or applied under the skin




•
 
subcutaneous fat.














II.
 
derivatives





subcutaneously






adverb





















subdeacon

 
/ˈsəbˌdēkən/





I.
 
noun




(in some Christian churches) a minister of an order ranking below deacon. Now largely obsolete in the Western church, the liturgical role has been taken by other ministers.








II.
 
derivatives





subdiaconate

 
/ˌsəbdīˈakənit, -ˌnāt /






noun





















subdirectory

 
/ˈsəbdəˌrektərē/






noun






[Computing]

 a directory below another directory in a hierarchy.













subdivide

 
/ˈsəbdəˌvīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something that has already been divided or that is a separate unit)




•
 
the heading was 
subdivided into

 eight separate sections.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
subdividere

 (see sub-
 , divide
 ).





subdivision

 
/ˈsəbdəˌviZHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of subdividing or being subdivided.




2.
 
a secondary or subordinate division.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 an area of land divided into plots for sale.




4.
 
an area of housing.




5.
 


[Biology]

 any taxonomic subcategory, especially (in botany) one that ranks below division and above class.













subdomain

 
/ˈsəbdəmān/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 a subdivision of a domain




•
 
artificial intelligence is a hazily defined field with two related subdomains.










2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 
[Computing]

 an Internet domain which is part of a primary domain




•
 
within the .us domain, there are subdomains for the fifty states




•
 
mail.google.com is a subdomain of google.com.



















subdominant

 
/səbˈdämənənt/






noun






[Music]

 the fourth note of the diatonic scale of any key.













subduction

 
/səbˈdəkSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the sideways and downward movement of the edge of a plate of the earth's crust into the mantle beneath another plate.








II.
 
derivatives





subduct

 
/-ˈdəkt /






verb



















– origin

 1970s: via French from Latin 
subductio(n-)

 , from 
subduct-

 ‘drawn from below,’ from the verb 
subducere

 .





subdue

 
/səbˈd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overcome, quieten, or bring under control (a feeling or person)




•
 
she managed to subdue an instinct to applaud.










2.
 
bring (a country or people) under control by force




•
 
Charles went on a campaign to subdue the Saxons.














II.
 
derivatives





subduable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
suduire

 , from Latin 
subducere

 , literally ‘draw from below.’





subdued

 
/ˌsəbˈd(y)o͞od/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their manner) quiet and rather reflective or depressed




•
 
I felt strangely subdued as I drove home.










2.
 
(of color or lighting) soft and restrained




•
 
a subdued plaid shirt.



















subdural

 
/ˌsəbˈd(y)o͝orəl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated or occurring between the dura mater and the arachnoid membrane of the brain and spinal cord.













subedit

 
/səbˈedət/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 check, correct, and adjust the extent of (the text of a newspaper or magazine before printing), typically also writing headlines and captions.








II.
 
derivatives





subeditor

 
/ˌsəbˈedədər /






noun





















suberin

 
/ˈso͞obərən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an inert impermeable waxy substance present in the cell walls of corky tissues.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
suber

 ‘cork’ + -in
 1
 .





suberize

 
/ˈso͞obəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
suberized

 )


1.
 


[Botany]

 impregnate (the wall of a plant cell) with suberin




•
 
suberized cell walls.














II.
 
derivatives





suberization

 
/ˌso͞obəriˈzāSHən /






noun





















subfamily

 
/ˈsəbˌfam(ə)lē/






noun



1.
 
a subdivision of a group.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below family and above tribe or genus, usually ending in 
-inae

 (in zoology) or 
-oideae

 (in botany).













subfloor

 
/ˈsəbflôr/






noun




the foundation for a floor in a building.













subfolder

 
/ˈsəbfōldər/






noun






[Computing]

 a folder contained within another folder




•
 
if you don't already have a Programs subfolder in this directory, create one.



















subform

 
/ˈsəbfôrm/






noun




a subordinate or secondary form.













subframe

 
/ˈsəbfrām/






noun




a supporting frame, especially one into which a window or door is set, or one to which the engine or suspension of a car without a true chassis is attached.













subfusc

 
/ˌsəbˈfəsk/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 dull; gloomy




•
 
the light was subfusc and aqueous.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the formal clothing worn for examinations and formal occasions at some universities.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
subfuscus

 , from 
sub-

 ‘somewhat’ + 
fuscus

 ‘dark brown.’





subgenus

 
/ˈsəbˌjēnəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below genus and above species.








II.
 
derivatives





subgeneric

 
/ˌsəbjəˈnerik /






adjective





















subglacial

 
/ˌsəbˈɡlāSHəl/






adjective






[Geology]

 situated or occurring underneath a glacier or ice sheet.













subgroup

 
/ˈsəbˌɡro͞op/






noun



1.
 
a subdivision of a group.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a group whose members are all members of another group, both being subject to the same operations.













subharmonic

 
/ˌsəbhärˈmänik/





I.
 
noun




an oscillation with a frequency equal to an integral submultiple of another frequency.








II.
 
adjective




denoting or involving a subharmonic.













subheading

 
/ˈsəbˌhediNG /

 
subhead






noun




a heading given to a subsection of a piece of writing.













subhuman

 
/ˌsəbˈ(h)yo͞omən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a lower order of being than the human.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of a primate) closely related to humans.




3.
 


‹derogatory›

 (of people or their behavior) not worthy of a human being; debased or depraved




•
 
he regards all PR people as subhuman.














II.
 
noun




a subhuman creature or person.













Subic Bay

 
/ˌso͞obik ˈbā/






an inlet of the South China Sea in the Philippines, off central Luzon Island. A large US naval facility closed here in 1992.









subj.






abbreviation



1.
 
subject.




2.
 
subjective.




3.
 
subjectively.




4.
 
subjunctive.













subjacent

 
/ˌsəbˈjāsnt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 situated below something else.








II.
 
derivatives





subjacency






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
subjacent-

 ‘lying underneath,’ from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
jacere

 ‘to lie.’






subject





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəbjekt /



1.
 
a person or thing that is being discussed, described, or dealt with




•
 
I've said all there is to be said on the subject




•
 
he's the subject of a major new biography.










2.
 
a person or circumstance giving rise to a specified feeling, response, or action




•
 
the incident was the 
subject of

 international condemnation.










3.
 


[Grammar]

 a noun phrase functioning as one of the main components of a clause, being the element about which the rest of the clause is predicated.




4.
 


[Logic]

 the part of a proposition about which a statement is made.




5.
 


[Music]

 a theme of a fugue or of a piece in sonata form; a leading phrase or motif.




6.
 
a person who is the focus of scientific or medical attention or experiment.




7.
 
a branch of knowledge studied or taught in a school, college, or university.




8.
 
a citizen or member of a state other than its supreme ruler.




9.
 


[Philosophy]

 a thinking or feeling entity; the conscious mind; the ego, especially as opposed to anything external to the mind.




10.
 
the central substance or core of a thing as opposed to its attributes.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈsəbjekt /
 [
predic.

 ] (
subject to

 )


1.
 
likely or prone to be affected by (a particular condition or occurrence, typically an unwelcome or unpleasant one)




•
 
he was subject to bouts of manic depression.










2.
 
dependent or conditional upon




•
 
the proposed merger is subject to the approval of the shareholders.










3.
 
under the authority of




•
 
legislation making Congress subject to the laws it passes.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — under the control or domination of (another ruler, country, or government)




•
 
the Greeks were the first subject people to break free from Ottoman rule.














III.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˈsəbjekt /
 (
subject to

 )


1.
 
conditionally upon




•
 
subject to bankruptcy court approval, the company expects to begin liquidation of its inventory.














IV.
 
verb

 — 
/səbˈjekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
subject someone/something to

 )
 — cause or force to undergo (a particular experience of form of treatment)




•
 
he'd subjected her to a terrifying ordeal.










2.
 
bring (a person or country) under one's control or jurisdiction, typically by using force.








V.
 
derivatives





subjectless

 
/ˈsəbjək(t)ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘(person) owing obedience’): from Old French 
suget

 , from Latin 
subjectus

 ‘brought under,’ past participle of 
subicere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
jacere

 ‘throw.’ Senses relating to philosophy, logic, and grammar are derived ultimately from Aristotle's use of 
to hupokeimenon

 meaning ‘material from which things are made’ and ‘subject of attributes and predicates.’





subject catalog






noun




a catalog, especially in a library, that is arranged according to the subjects treated.













subjection

 
/səbˈjekSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of subjecting a country or person to one's control or the fact of being subjected




•
 
the country's subjection to European colonialism.




















subjective

 
/səbˈjektiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
based on or influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions




•
 
his views are highly subjective




•
 
there is always the danger of making a subjective judgment.







Contrasted with objective
 .




2.
 
dependent on the mind or on an individual's perception for its existence.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 of, relating to, or denoting a case of nouns and pronouns used for the subject of a sentence.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the subjective

 )


1.
 


[Grammar]

 the subjective case.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subjectively

 
/səbˈjektivlē /






adverb













2.
 
subjectiveness

 
/səbˈjektivnəs /






noun













3.
 
subjectivity

 
/ˌsəbˌjekˈtivədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘characteristic of a political subject, submissive’): from Latin 
subjectivus

 , from 
subject-

 ‘brought under’ (see subject
 ).





subjective case






noun






[Grammar]

 the nominative.













subjectivism

 
/səbˈjektəˌvizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that knowledge is merely subjective and that there is no external or objective truth.








II.
 
derivatives





subjectivist

 
/səbˈjektəvəst /






noun, adjective





















subject matter

 
/ˈsəbjək(t) ˌmedər/






noun




the topic dealt with or the subject represented in a debate, exposition, or work of art.














subjoin

 
/səbˈjoin/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 add (comments or supplementary information) at the end of a speech or text.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
subjoindre

 , from Latin 
subjungere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘in addition’ + 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





sub judice

 
/ˌsəb ˈjo͞odəˌsē/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 under judicial consideration and therefore prohibited from public discussion elsewhere




•
 
the cases were still sub judice.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘under a judge.’





subjugate

 
/ˈsəbjəˌɡāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring under domination or control, especially by conquest




•
 
the invaders had soon subjugated most of the native population.










2.
 
(
subjugate someone/something to

 )
 — make someone or something subordinate to




•
 
the new ruler firmly subjugated the Church to the state.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subjugation

 
/ˌsəbjəˈɡāSHən /






noun













2.
 
subjugator

 
/ˈsəbjəˌɡādər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
subjugat-

 ‘brought under a yoke,’ from the verb 
subjugare

 , based on 
jugum

 ‘yoke.’






subjunctive

 
/səbˈjəNG(k)tiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a mood of verbs expressing what is imagined or wished or possible.

Compare with indicative
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a verb in the subjunctive mood.




2.
 
(
the subjunctive

 )
 — the subjunctive mood.








III.
 
derivatives





subjunctively






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
subjonctif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
subjunctivus

 , from 
subjungere

 (see subjoin
 ), rendering Greek 
hupotaktikos

 ‘subjoined.’ / 
usage:

 … if I 
were

 you; the report recommends that he 
face

 the tribunal; it is important that they 
be

 aware of the provisions of the act. These examples all contain a verb in the 
subjunctive mood

 . The subjunctive is used to express situations that are hypothetical or not yet realized and is typically used for what is imagined, hoped for, demanded, or expected. In English, the subjunctive mood is fairly uncommon (especially in comparison with other languages, such as Spanish), mainly because most of the functions of the subjunctive are covered by modal verbs such as 
might

 , 
could

 , and 
should

 . In fact, in English, the subjunctive is often indistinguishable from the ordinary 
indicative mood

 since its form in most contexts is identical. It is distinctive only in the third person singular, where the normal indicative 
-s

 ending is absent (he 
face

 rather than he 
faces

 in the example above), and in the verb ‘to be’ (I 
were

 rather than I 
was

 , and they 
be

 rather than they 
are

 in the examples above). In modern English, the subjunctive mood still exists but is regarded in many contexts as optional. Use of the subjunctive tends to convey a more formal tone, but there are few people who would regard its absence as actually wrong. Today, it survives mostly in fixed expressions, as in 
be

 that as it may; far 
be

 it from me; as it 
were

 ; lest we 
forget

 ; God 
help

 you; 
perish

 the thought; and 
come

 what may.





subkingdom

 
/ˈsəbˌkiNGdəm/






noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below kingdom and above phylum or division.













sublanguage

 
/ˈsəbˌlaNGɡwij/






noun




a specialized language or jargon associated with a specific group or context.













sublate

 
/səˈblāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Philosophy]

 assimilate (a smaller entity) into a larger one




•
 
fragmented aspects of the self the subject is unable to sublate.














II.
 
derivatives





sublation

 
/-ˈblāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘to remove, take away’): from Latin 
sublat-

 ‘taken away,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
lat-

 (from the stem of 
tollere

 ‘take away’).





sublateral

 
/ˌsəbˈladərəl/






noun




a side shoot developing from a lateral shoot or branch of a plant.














sublease





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəblēs /



1.
 
a lease of a property by a tenant to a subtenant.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/səbˈlēs /



1.
 
another term for sublet
 .













sublessee

 
/ˌsəbleˈsē/






noun




a person who holds a sublease.













sublessor

 
/ˌsəbleˈsôr/






noun




a person who grants a sublease.














sublet





I.
 
verb

 — 
/səbˈlet /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lease (a property) to a subtenant




•
 
I quit my job and sublet my apartment.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəblet /



1.
 
another term for sublease
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a property that has been subleased.













sublethal

 
/səbˈlēTHəl/






adjective




having an effect less than lethal.













sublicense

 
/ˌsəbˈlīsəns/





I.
 
noun




a license granted to a third party by a licensee, extending some rights or privileges that the licensee enjoys.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grant a sublicense to or for.













sublieutenant

 
/ˌsəbˌlo͞oˈtenənt/






noun




an officer in the British Royal Navy ranking above midshipman and below lieutenant.













sublimate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsəbləˌmāt /



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially in psychoanalytic theory) divert or modify (an instinctual impulse) into a culturally higher or socially more acceptable activity




•
 
people who will 
sublimate

 sexuality 
into

 activities which help to build up and preserve civilization




•
 
he sublimates his hurt and anger into humor.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 another term for sublime
 .








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəbləmət ˈsəbləˌmāt /



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a solid deposit of a substance that has sublimed.








III.
 
derivatives





sublimation

 
/ˌsəbləˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘raise to a higher status’): from Latin 
sublimat-

 ‘raised up,’ from the verb 
sublimare

 .






sublime

 
/səˈblīm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of such excellence, grandeur, or beauty as to inspire great admiration or awe




•
 
Mozart's sublime piano concertos




•
 (as 
noun

 
the sublime

 )
 
experiences that ranged 
from the sublime to the ridiculous

 .










2.
 
used to denote the extreme or unparalleled nature of a person's attitude or behavior




•
 
he had the sublime confidence of youth.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 (of a solid substance) change directly into vapor when heated, typically forming a solid deposit again on cooling.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a substance) to do this




•
 
these crystals could be sublimed under a vacuum.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 elevate to a high degree of moral or spiritual purity or excellence.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sublimely

 
/səˈblīmlē /






adverb













2.
 
sublimity

 
/səˈblimədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘dignified, aloof’): from Latin 
sublimis

 , from 
sub-

 ‘up to’ + a second element perhaps related to 
limen

 ‘threshold,’ 
limus

 ‘oblique.’






subliminal

 
/ˌsəbˈlimənl/





I.
 
adjective






[Psychology]

 (of a stimulus or mental process) below the threshold of sensation or consciousness; perceived by or affecting someone's mind without their being aware of it.








II.
 
derivatives





subliminally

 
/səˈblimən(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sub-
 ‘below’ + Latin 
limen

 , 
limin-

 ‘threshold’ + -al
 .





subliminal advertising






noun




the use by advertisers of images and sounds to influence consumers' responses without their being conscious of it.













sublingual

 
/ˌsəbˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 situated or applied under the tongue.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 denoting a pair of small salivary glands beneath the tongue.








II.
 
derivatives





sublingually






adverb





















sublittoral

 
/ˌsəbˈlidərəl /

 

‹chiefly Ecology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a marine animal, plant, or deposit) living, growing, or accumulating near to or just below the shore.




2.
 
relating to or denoting a biogeographic zone extending (in the sea) from the average line of low tide to the edge of the continental shelf or (in a large lake) beyond the littoral zone but still well lit.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the sublittoral

 )


1.
 
the sublittoral zone.













Sub-Lt.






abbreviation




Sublieutenant.













sublunar

 
/səbˈlo͞onər/






adjective






[Astronomy]

 within the moon's orbit and subject to its influence.













sublunary

 
/səbˈlo͞onərē/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 belonging to this world as contrasted with a better or more spiritual one




•
 
the concept was irrational to sublunary minds.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘terrestrial’): from modern Latin 
sublunaris

 .





subluxation

 
/ˌsəbˌləkˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a partial dislocation.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a slight misalignment of the vertebrae, regarded in chiropractic theory as the cause of many health problems.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
subluxatio(n-)

 (see sub-
 , luxate
 ).





submachine gun

 
/ˌsəbməˈSHēn ˌɡən/






noun




a handheld, lightweight machine gun.













submandibular

 
/ˌsəbmanˈdibyələr/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 situated beneath the jaw or mandible.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 relating to or affecting a submandibular gland.














submandibular gland






noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of salivary glands situated below the lower jaw.

Also called submaxillary gland
 .













submarginal

 
/ˌsəbˈmärjənl/






adjective




(of land) not allowing profitable farming or cultivation.













submarine

 
/ˈsəbməˌrēn ˌsəbməˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a warship with a streamlined hull designed to operate completely submerged in the sea for long periods, equipped with an internal store of air and a periscope and typically armed with torpedoes and/or missiles.




2.
 
a submersible craft of any kind.




3.
 
a submarine sandwich.








II.
 
adjective




existing, occurring, done, or used under the surface of the sea




•
 
submarine volcanic activity.














III.
 
derivatives





submariner

 
/səbˈmerənər /






noun






















submarine sandwich






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sandwich made of a long roll typically filled with meat, cheese, and vegetables such as lettuce, tomato, and onions.














submaxillary gland

 
/səbˈmaksəˌlerē ˌɡland/






noun




another term for submandibular gland
 .













submediant

 
/səbˈmēdēənt/






noun






[Music]

 the sixth note of the diatonic scale of any key.













submenu

 
/ˈsəbˌmenyo͞o/






noun






[Computing]

 a menu accessed from a more general menu.














submerge

 
/səbˈmərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be submerged

 )


1.
 
cause to be under water




•
 
houses had been flooded and cars submerged.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — descend below the surface of an area of water




•
 
the U-boat had had time to submerge.










3.
 
completely cover or obscure




•
 
the tensions submerged earlier in the campaign now came to the fore.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
submergence

 
/səbˈmərj(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
submergible

 
/-jəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
submergere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
mergere

 ‘to dip.’






submerse

 
/səbˈmərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
submerge




•
 
pellets were then submersed in agar.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
submersed

 )


1.
 


[Botany]

 denoting or characteristic of a plant growing entirely underwater.

Contrasted with emersed
 .








III.
 
derivatives





submersion

 
/səbˈmərZH(ə)n səbˈmərSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
submers-

 ‘plunged below,’ from the verb 
submergere

 (see submerge
 ).





submersible

 
/səbˈmərsəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




designed to be completely submerged or to operate while submerged.








II.
 
noun




a submersible boat or other craft, especially one designed for research and exploration.













submicroscopic

 
/ˌsəbmīkrəˈskäpik/






adjective




too small to be seen by an ordinary light microscope.













subminiature

 
/ˌsəbˈmin(ē)əCHər ˌsəbˈmin(ē)əˌCHo͝or/






adjective



1.
 
of greatly reduced size.




2.
 
(of a camera) very small and using 16-mm film.














submission

 
/səbˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of accepting or yielding to a superior force or to the will or authority of another person




•
 
they were forced into submission.










2.
 


[Wrestling]

 an act of surrendering to a hold by one's opponent.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 humility; meekness




•
 
servile flattery and submission.










4.
 
the action of presenting a proposal, application, or other document for consideration or judgment




•
 
reports should be prepared for submission at partners' meetings.










5.
 
a proposal, application, or other document presented in this way.




6.
 


[Law]

 a proposition or argument presented by a lawyer to a judge or jury.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
submissio(n-)

 , from the verb 
submittere

 (see submit
 ).





submissive

 
/səbˈmisiv/





I.
 
adjective




ready to conform to the authority or will of others; meekly obedient or passive.








II.
 
derivatives





submissively

 
/səbˈmisivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from submission
 , on the pattern of pairs such as 
remission

 , 
remissive

 .





submissiveness

 
/səbˈmisivnəs/






noun




the quality of being submissive




•
 
he didn't confuse respect with submissiveness.




















submit

 
/səbˈmit/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — accept or yield to a superior force or to the authority or will of another person




•
 
the original settlers were forced to 
submit to

 Bulgarian rule.










2.
 
(
submit oneself

 )
 — consent to undergo a certain treatment




•
 
he 
submitted himself to

 a body search.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject to a particular process, treatment, or condition




•
 
samples 
submitted to

 low pressure.










4.
 
agree to refer a matter to a third party for decision or adjudication




•
 
the U.S. refused to 
submit to

 arbitration.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — present (a proposal, application, or other document) to a person or body for consideration or judgment




•
 
the panel's report was 
submitted to

 a parliamentary committee.










6.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — (especially in judicial contexts) suggest; argue




•
 
he submitted that such measures were justified.














II.
 
derivatives





submitter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
submittere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
mittere

 ‘send, put.’ 
Sense

 2 ‘present for judgment’ dates from the mid 16th cent.





submodifier

 
/səbˈmädəˌfīər/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 an adverb used in front of an adjective or another adverb to modify its meaning, for example 
very

 in 
very cold

 or 
unusually

 in 
an unusually large house

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
submodification

 
/səbˌmädəfiˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
submodify

 
/-ˌfī /






verb





















submontane

 
/ˌsəbˈmän(t)ān/






adjective



1.
 
passing under or through mountains.




2.
 
situated in the foothills or lower slopes of a mountain range.













submucosa

 
/ˌsəbmyo͞oˈkōsə/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the layer of areolar connective tissue lying beneath a mucous membrane.








II.
 
derivatives





submucosal






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
submucosa (membrana

 ), feminine of 
submucosus

 ‘submucous.’





submultiple

 
/səbˈməltəpəl/





I.
 
noun




a number that can be divided exactly into a specified number.








II.
 
adjective




denoting a number that can be divided exactly into a specified number.













submunition

 
/ˌsəbmyo͞oˈniSHən/






noun




a small weapon or device that is part of a larger warhead and separates from it prior to impact.













subnetwork

 
/səbˈnetwərk /

 
subnet






noun






[Computing]

 a part of a larger network such as the Internet.













subnormal

 
/ˌsəbˈnôrməl/





I.
 
adjective




not meeting standards or reaching a level regarded as usual, especially with respect to intelligence or development.








II.
 
derivatives





subnormality

 
/ˌsəbnôrˈmalitē /






noun





















subnuclear

 
/ˌsəbˈn(y)o͞okliər/






adjective






[Physics]

 occurring in or smaller than an atomic nucleus.













suboptimal

 
/səbˈäptəməl/





I.
 
adjective




of less than the highest standard or quality.








II.
 
derivatives





suboptimally






adverb





















suborbital

 
/ˌsəbˈôrbədl/






adjective



1.
 
situated below or behind the orbit of the eye.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a trajectory that does not complete a full orbit of the earth or other celestial body.













suborder

 
/ˈsəbˌôrdər/






noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below order and above family.













subordinary

 
/ˌsəbˈôrdnerē/






noun






[Heraldry]

 a simple device or bearing that is less common than the ordinaries (e.g., roundel, orle, lozenge).













subordinate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/səˈbôrd(ə)nət /



1.
 
lower in rank or position




•
 
his subordinate officers.










2.
 
of less or secondary importance




•
 
in adventure stories, character must be 
subordinate to

 action.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/səˈbôrd(ə)nət /



1.
 
a person under the authority or control of another within an organization.








III.
 
verb

 — 
/səˈbôrdənāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat or regard as of lesser importance than something else




•
 
practical considerations were 
subordinated to

 political expediency.










2.
 
make subservient to or dependent on something else.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subordinately

 
/səˈbôrd(ə)nətlē /






adverb













2.
 
subordinative

 
/-ətiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
subordinatus

 ‘placed in an inferior rank,’ from Latin 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
ordinare

 ‘ordain.’






subordinate clause

 
/səˈbôrd(ə)nət ˌklôz/






noun




a clause, typically introduced by a conjunction, that forms part of and is dependent on a main clause (e.g., “when it rang” in “she answered the phone when it rang”).













subordinated debt

 
/səˌbôrdnˌādid ˈdet/






noun






[Finance]

 a debt owed to an unsecured creditor that can only be paid, in the event of a liquidation, after the claims of secured creditors have been met.














subordinating conjunction

 
/səˌbôrdnˌādiNG kənˈjəNGkSH(ə)n/






noun




a conjunction that introduces a subordinate clause, e.g., 
although

 , 
because

 .

Contrasted with coordinating conjunction
 .













subordination

 
/səˌbôrdnˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action or state of subordinating or of being subordinate




•
 
the subordination of medicine to political expediency.



















suborn

 
/səˈbôrn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bribe or otherwise induce (someone) to commit an unlawful act such as perjury




•
 
he was accused of conspiring to suborn witnesses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subornation

 
/ˌsəbôrˈnāSHən /






noun













2.
 
suborner

 
/səˈbôrnər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
subornare

 ‘incite secretly,’ from 
sub-

 ‘secretly’ + 
ornare

 ‘equip.’






suboscine

 
/səbˈäsin, -īn /

 

‹Ornithology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to passerine birds of a division that includes those other than songbirds, found chiefly in America.

Compare with oscine
 . [Suborder 
Deutero-Oscines

 , order 
Passeriformes

 .]








II.
 
noun




a bird of the suboscine division.













suboxide

 
/ˌsəbˈäksīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing the lowest or an unusually small proportion of oxygen.













subpar

 
/səbˈpär/






adjective




below an average level.













subparallel

 
/səbˈperəˌlel/






adjective






[chiefly Geology]

 almost parallel.













subphylum

 
/ˈsəbˌfīləm/






noun






[Zoology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below phylum and above class.













subplot

 
/ˈsəbˌplät/






noun




a subordinate plot in a play, novel, or similar work.













subpoena

 
/səˈpēnə /

 

‹Law›






I.
 
noun




a writ ordering a person to attend a court




•
 
a subpoena may be issued to compel their attendance




•
 
they were all 
under subpoena

 to appear.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
summon (someone) with a subpoena




•
 
the Queen is above the law and cannot be subpoenaed.










2.
 
require (a document or other evidence) to be submitted to a court of law




•
 
the decision to subpoena government records.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
sub poena

 ‘under penalty’ (the first words of the writ). Use as a verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





subpoena duces tecum

 
/səˌpēnə ˌdo͞osēz ˈtēkəm/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a writ ordering a person to attend a court and bring relevant documents.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘under penalty you shall bring with you.’





subprime

 
/ˌsəbˈprīm/






adjective




referring to credit or loan arrangements for borrowers with a poor credit history, typically having unfavorable conditions such as high interest rates




•
 
a coalition of subprime lenders.



















subprogram

 
/ˈsəbˌprōɡram, -ɡrəm/






noun






[Computing]

 another term for subroutine
 .













subreddit

 
/ˈsəbˌredit/





I.
 
noun




a forum dedicated to a specific topic on the website Reddit




•
 
a subreddit devoted to the podcast now draws more than 700,000 unique views a month.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from sub-
 and the proprietary name of the website 
Reddit

 .





subregion

 
/ˈsəbˌrēj(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a division of a region.








II.
 
derivatives





subregional

 
/ˌsəbˈrēj(ə)nəl /






adjective





















subrogation

 
/ˌsəbrəˈɡāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 the substitution of one person or group by another in respect of a debt or insurance claim, accompanied by the transfer of any associated rights and duties.








II.
 
derivatives





subrogate

 
/ˈsəbrəˌɡāt /






verb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘substitution’): from late Latin 
subrogatio(n-)

 , from 
subrogare

 ‘choose as substitute,’ from 
sub-

 ‘in place of another’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’






sub rosa

 
/ˌsəb ˈrōzə/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






‹formal›

 happening or done in secret


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the committee operates sub rosa




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
sub rosa inspections.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘under the rose,’ as an emblem of secrecy.






subroutine

 
/ˈsəbro͞oˌtēn/






noun






[Computing]

 a set of instructions designed to perform a frequently used operation within a program.













subs.






abbreviation




subscription.













sub-Saharan

 
/ˌsəbsəˈherən/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
from or forming part of the African regions south of the Sahara desert.













subsample





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəbˌsampəl /



1.
 
a sample drawn from a larger sample.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/səbˈsampəl /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take a subsample from.














subscribe

 
/səbˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — arrange to receive something regularly, typically a publication, by paying in advance




•
 


subscribe to

 the magazine for twelve months and receive a free T-shirt.










2.
 
arrange for access to an electronic mailing list or online service




•
 
some 40,000 users have 
subscribed to

 the service at $ 2.99 per month.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 contribute or undertake to contribute a certain sum of money to a particular fund, project, or charitable cause, typically on a regular basis




•
 
he is one of the millions who 
subscribe to

 the NSPCC




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
subscribed

 £400 
to

 the campaign.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply to participate in




•
 
the course has been fully subscribed.










5.
 
apply for or undertake to pay for an offering of shares of stock




•
 
investors would 
subscribe

 electronically 
to

 the initial stock offerings




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
yesterday's offering was fully subscribed.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bookseller) agree before publication to take (a certain number of copies of a book)




•
 
most of the first print run of 15,000 copies has been subscribed.










7.
 
(
subscribe to

 )
 — express or feel agreement with (an idea or proposal)




•
 
we prefer to subscribe to an alternative explanation.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 sign (a will, contract, or other document)




•
 
he subscribed the will as a witness.










9.
 
sign (one's name) on a legal document.




10.
 
[with 
complement

 ] (
subscribe oneself

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 sign oneself as




•
 
he ventured still to subscribe himself her most obedient servant.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘sign at the bottom of a document’): from Latin 
subscribere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





subscriber

 
/səbˈskrībər/






noun



1.
 
a person who receives a publication regularly by paying in advance




•
 
I have been a subscriber to your magazine for many years.










2.
 
a person who pays to receive or access a service




•
 
the company has 2.6 million subscribers to its digital service




•
 
cable TV subscribers.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a person who regularly contributes money to a fund, project, or cause.













subscript

 
/ˈsəbskript/





I.
 
adjective




(of a letter, figure, or symbol) written or printed below the line.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a subscript letter, figure, or symbol.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a symbol (notionally written as a subscript but in practice usually not) used in a program, alone or with others, to specify one of the elements of an array.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
subscript-

 ‘written below,’ from the verb 
subscribere

 (see subscribe
 ).





subscription

 
/səbˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of making or agreeing to make an advance payment in order to receive or participate in something




•
 
the newsletter is available only on subscription




•
 
take out a one-year subscription.










2.
 
an arrangement by which access is granted to an online service.




3.
 
an advance payment made to receive or participate in something




•
 
membership is available at an annual subscription of £300.










4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the contribution of money to a fund, project, or cause




•
 
the school was built by public subscription in 1878.










5.
 
a system in which the production of a book is wholly or partly financed by advance orders.




6.
 


‹formal›

 a signature or short piece of writing at the end of a document




•
 
he signed the letter and added a subscription.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 a signed declaration or agreement.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
subscriptio(n-)

 , from 
subscribere

 ‘write below’ (see subscribe
 ).





subscription concert

 
/səbˈskripSHən kənˈsərt/






noun




one of a series of concerts for which tickets are sold mainly in advance.













subsea

 
/səbˈsē/






adjective




(especially of processes or equipment used in the oil industry) situated or occurring beneath the surface of the sea.













subsection

 
/ˈsəbˌsekSH(ə)n/






noun




a division of a section.













subsellium

 
/səbˈselēəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for misericord
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 Latin, from 
sub-

 ‘secondary’ + 
sella

 ‘seat.’





subsense

 
/ˈsəbsens/






noun




a subsidiary sense of a word defined in a dictionary.













subsequence1


 
/ˈsəbsəkwəns/






noun






‹formal›

 the state of following something, especially as a result or effect




•
 
an affair which appeared in due subsequence in the newspapers.



















subsequence2


 
/ˈsəbˌsēkwəns/






noun



1.
 
a sequence contained in or forming part of another sequence.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a sequence derived from another by the omission of a number of terms.













subsequent

 
/ˈsəbsəkwənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
coming after something in time; following




•
 
the theory was developed 
subsequent to

 the earthquake of 1906.










2.
 


[Geology]

 (of a stream or valley) having a direction or character determined by the resistance to erosion of the underlying rock, and typically following the strike of the strata.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
subsequent-

 ‘following after’ (from the verb 
subsequi

 ).





subsequently

 
/ˈsəbsəkwən(t)lē/






adverb




after a particular thing has happened; afterward




•
 
Mel's offhand remark subsequently became their rallying cry.




















subserve

 
/səbˈsərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
help to further or promote




•
 
officers are appointed to subserve their own profit and convenience.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
subservire

 (see sub-
 , serve
 ).





subservient

 
/səbˈsərvēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
prepared to obey others unquestioningly




•
 
she was 
subservient to

 her parents.










2.
 
less important; subordinate




•
 
he expected her career to become 
subservient to

 his.










3.
 
serving as a means to an end




•
 
the whole narration is 
subservient to

 the moral plan of exemplifying twelve virtues in twelve knights.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subservience

 
/səbˈsərvēəns /






noun













2.
 
subserviency






noun













3.
 
subserviently

 
/səbˈsərvēən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
subservient-

 ‘subjecting to, complying with,’ from the verb 
subservire

 (see subserve
 ).





subset

 
/ˈsəbˌset/






noun



1.
 
a part of a larger group of related things.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a set of which all the elements are contained in another set.













subshrub

 
/ˈsəbˌSHrəb/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a dwarf shrub, especially one that is woody only at the base.








II.
 
derivatives





subshrubby






adjective






















subside

 
/səbˈsīd/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become less intense, violent, or severe




•
 
I'll wait a few minutes until the storm subsides.










2.
 
lapse into silence or inactivity




•
 
Fred opened his mouth to protest again, then subsided.










3.
 
(of water) go down to a lower or the normal level




•
 
the floods subside almost as quickly as they arise.










4.
 
(of the ground) cave in; sink




•
 
the island is subsiding.










5.
 
(of a swelling) reduce until gone




•
 
it took seven days for the swelling to subside completely.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
subsidere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
sidere

 ‘settle’ (related to 
sedere

 ‘sit’).





subsidence

 
/səbˈsīdns ˈsəbsədns/





I.
 
noun




the gradual caving in or sinking of an area of land.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
subsidentia

 ‘sediment,’ from the verb 
subsidere

 (see subside
 ).





subsidiary

 
/səbˈsidēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
less important than but related or supplementary to




•
 
many environmentalists argue that the cause of animal rights is subsidiary to that of protecting the environment.










2.
 
(of a company) controlled by a holding or parent company.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a company controlled by a holding company.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a thing that is of lesser importance than but related to something else.








III.
 
derivatives





subsidiarily

 
/səbˌsidēˈerəlē /






adverb




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘serving to help or supplement’): from Latin 
subsidiarius

 , from 
subsidium

 ‘support, assistance’ (see subsidy
 ).





subsidize

 
/ˈsəbsəˌdīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support (an organization or activity) financially




•
 
it was beyond the power of a state to subsidize a business.










2.
 
pay part of the cost of producing (something) to reduce prices for the buyer




•
 
the government subsidizes basic goods including sugar, petroleum, and wheat.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subsidization

 
/ˌsəbsədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsəbsəˌdīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
subsidizer






noun






















subsidy

 
/ˈsəbsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money granted by the government or a public body to assist an industry or business so that the price of a commodity or service may remain low or competitive




•
 
a farm subsidy




•
 
they disdain government subsidy.










2.
 
a sum of money granted to support an arts organization or other undertaking held to be in the public interest.




3.
 
a grant or contribution of money.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a parliamentary grant to the sovereign for state needs.




5.
 
a tax levied on a particular occasion.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
subsidie

 , from Latin 
subsidium

 ‘assistance.’





subsist

 
/səbˈsist/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
maintain or support oneself, especially at a minimal level




•
 
thousands of refugees 
subsist on

 international handouts.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 provide sustenance for




•
 
the problem of subsisting the poor in a period of high bread prices.










3.
 


[chiefly Law]

 remain in being, force, or effect.




4.
 
(
subsist in

 )
 — be attributable to




•
 
the effect of genetic maldevelopment may subsist in chromosomal mutation.














II.
 
derivatives





subsistent

 
/-ənt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘continue to exist’): from Latin 
subsistere

 ‘stand firm,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
sistere

 ‘set, stand.’





subsistence

 
/səbˈsistəns/






noun



1.
 
the action or fact of maintaining or supporting oneself at a minimum level




•
 
the minimum income needed for subsistence.










2.
 
the means of doing this




•
 
the garden provided not only subsistence but a little cash crop




•
 
the agricultural working class were deprived of a subsistence.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to production at a level sufficient only for one's own use or consumption, without any surplus for trade




•
 
subsistence agriculture.










4.
 


[chiefly Law]

 the state of remaining in force or effect




•
 
rights of occupation normally only continue during the subsistence of the marriage.



















subsistence level

 
/səbˈsistəns ˈlevəl /

 
subsistence wage






noun




a standard of living (or wage) that provides only the bare necessities of life.













subsoil

 
/ˈsəbˌsoil/





I.
 
noun




the soil lying immediately under the surface soil.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
subsoiling

 )


1.
 
plow (land) so as to cut into the subsoil.













subsoiler

 
/ˈsəbˌsoilər/






noun




a kind of plow with no moldboard, used to loosen the soil at some depth below the surface without turning it over.













subsong

 
/ˈsəbˌsôNG, ˌsäNG/






noun






[Ornithology]

 birdsong that is softer and less well defined than the usual territorial song, sometimes heard only at close quarters as a quiet warbling.













subsonic

 
/ˌsəbˈsänik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or flying at a speed or speeds less than that of sound.








II.
 
derivatives





subsonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















subsp.






abbreviation




subspecies.













subspace

 
/ˈsəbspās/






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a space that is wholly contained in another space, or whose points or elements are all in another space.




2.
 
(in science fiction) a hypothetical space-time continuum used for communication at a speed faster than that of light.













sub specie aeternitatis

 
/ˈsəb ˈspēSHē ēˌtərniˈtätis, ˈspēsē/





I.
 
adverb




viewed in relation to the eternal; in a universal perspective




•
 
sub specie aeternitatis the authors have got it about right.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘under the aspect of eternity.’






subspecies

 
/ˈsəbˌspēSHēz ˈsəbˌspēsēz /

 
subsp.
 , ssp.





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below species, usually a fairly permanent geographically isolated race. Subspecies are designated by a Latin trinomial, e.g., (in zoology) 
Ursus arctos horribilis

 or (in botany) 
Beta vulgaris

 subsp. 
crassa

 .

Compare with form
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun) and variety
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
derivatives





subspecific

 
/ˈˌsəbspəˈsifik /






adjective





















subst.






abbreviation



1.
 
substantive.




2.
 
substantively.




3.
 
substitute.













substage

 
/ˈsəbstāj/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an apparatus fixed beneath the ordinary stage of a compound microscope to support mirrors and other accessories.














substance

 
/ˈsəbstəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular kind of matter with uniform properties




•
 
a steel tube coated with a waxy substance.










2.
 
an intoxicating, stimulating, or narcotic chemical or drug, especially an illegal one.




3.
 
the real physical matter of which a person or thing consists and which has a tangible, solid presence




•
 
proteins compose much of the actual substance of the body.










4.
 
the quality of having a solid basis in reality or fact




•
 
the claim has no substance.










5.
 
the quality of being dependable or stable




•
 
some were inclined to knock her for her lack of substance.










6.
 
the quality of being important, valid, or significant




•
 
he had yet to accomplish anything of substance.










7.
 
the most important or essential part of something; the real or essential meaning




•
 
the substance of the treaty.










8.
 
the subject matter of a text, speech, or work of art, especially as contrasted with the form or style in which it is presented.




9.
 
wealth and possessions




•
 
a woman of substance.










10.
 


[Philosophy]

 the essential nature underlying phenomena, which is subject to changes and accidents.








II.
 
phrases





in substance






essentially




•
 
basic rights are equivalent in substance to human rights.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the essential nature of something): from Old French, from Latin 
substantia

 ‘being, essence,’ from 
substant-

 ‘standing firm,’ from the verb 
substare

 .






substance abuse






noun




overindulgence in or dependence on an addictive substance, especially alcohol or drugs.













substance P






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound thought to be involved in the synaptic transmission of pain and other nerve impulses. It is a polypeptide with eleven amino-acid residues.













substandard

 
/ˌsəbˈstandərd/






adjective



1.
 
below the usual or required standard




•
 
substandard housing.










2.
 
another term for nonstandard
 .














substantial

 
/səbˈstan(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of considerable importance, size, or worth




•
 
a substantial amount of cash.










2.
 
strongly built or made




•
 
a row of substantial Victorian villas.










3.
 
(of a meal) large and filling.




4.
 
important in material or social terms; wealthy




•
 
a substantial Devon family.










5.
 
concerning the essentials of something




•
 
there was substantial agreement on changing policies.










6.
 
real and tangible rather than imaginary




•
 
spirits are shadowy, human beings substantial.














II.
 
derivatives





substantiality

 
/səbˌstan(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
substantiel

 or Christian Latin 
substantialis

 , from 
substantia

 ‘being, essence’ (see substance
 ).





substantialism

 
/səbˈstan(t)SHəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that behind phenomena there are substantial realities.








II.
 
derivatives





substantialist

 
/ˌsəbˈstan(t)SHələst /






noun, adjective





















substantialize

 
/səbˈstan(t)SHəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (something) substance or actual existence




•
 
the universe is a series of abstract truths, substantialized by their reference to God.



















substantially

 
/səbˈstan(t)SHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
to a great or significant extent




•
 
profits grew substantially




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
substantially higher earnings.










2.
 
for the most part; essentially




•
 
things will remain substantially the same over the next ten years.



















substantiate

 
/səbˈstan(t)SHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide evidence to support or prove the truth of




•
 
they had found nothing to substantiate the allegations.














II.
 
derivatives





substantiation

 
/səbˌstan(t)SHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
substantiat-

 ‘given substance,’ from the verb 
substantiare

 .





substantive





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈsəbstən(t)iv səbˈstan(t)iv /



1.
 
having a firm basis in reality and therefore important, meaningful, or considerable




•
 
there is no substantive evidence for the efficacy of these drugs.










2.
 
having a separate and independent existence.




3.
 
(of a dye) not needing a mordant.




4.
 
(of law) defining rights and duties as opposed to giving the rules by which such things are established.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəbstən(t)iv /



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a noun.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
substantival

 
/ˈˌsəbstənˈtīvəl /






adjective













2.
 
substantively

 
/ˈsəbstən(t)ivlē səbˈstan(t)ivlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘having an independent existence’): from Old French 
substantif

 , 
-ive

 or late Latin 
substantivus

 , from 
substantia

 ‘essence’ (see substance
 ).





substation

 
/ˈsəbˌstāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a set of equipment reducing the high voltage of electrical power transmission to that suitable for supply to consumers.




2.
 
a subordinate station for the police or fire department.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small post office, for example one situated within a larger store.













substellar

 
/ˌsəbˈstelər/






adjective






[Astronomy]

 relating to or denoting a body much smaller than a typical star whose mass is not great enough to support main sequence hydrogen burning.













substituent

 
/ˌsəbˈstiCHəwənt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an atom or group of atoms taking the place of another atom or group or occupying a specified position in a molecule.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
substituent-

 ‘standing in place of,’ from the verb 
substituere

 (see substitute
 ).






substitute

 
/ˈsəbstəˌt(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing acting or serving in place of another




•
 
soy milk is used as a 
substitute for

 dairy milk.










2.
 
a sports player nominated as eligible to replace another after a game has begun.




3.
 


[Psychology]

 a person or thing that becomes the object of love or other emotion deprived of its natural outlet




•
 
a father substitute.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use or add in place of




•
 
dried rosemary can be 
substituted for

 the fresh herb.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — act or serve as a substitute




•
 
I found someone to 
substitute for

 me.










3.
 
replace (someone or something) with another




•
 
customs officers 
substituted

 the drugs 
with

 another substance




•
 
this was substituted by a new clause.










4.
 
replace (a sports player) with a substitute during a contest




•
 
he was substituted for Nichols in the fifth inning.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 replace (an atom or group in a molecule, especially a hydrogen atom) with another.




6.
 
(as 
adj.

 
substituted

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) in which one or more hydrogen atoms have been replaced by other atoms or groups




•
 
a substituted alkaloid.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
substitutability

 
/ˌsəbstəˌt(y)o͞otəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
substitutable

 
/ˈsəbstəˌt(y)o͞odəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
substitutive

 
/-ˌt(y)o͞otiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a deputy or delegate): from Latin 
substitutus

 ‘put in place of,’ past participle of 
substituere

 , based on 
statuere

 ‘set up.’ / 
usage:

 Traditionally, the verb 
substitute

 is followed by 
for

 and means ‘put (someone or something) in place of another,’ as in she 
substituted

 the fake vase 
for

 the real one. From the late 17th century, 
substitute

 has also been used to mean ‘replace (someone or something) with someone or something else,’ as in she 
substituted

 the real vase 
with

 the fake one. This can be confusing, since the two sentences shown above mean the same thing, yet the object of the verb and the object of the preposition have swapped positions. Despite the potential confusion, the second, newer use is well established, especially in some scientific contexts and in sports (the top scorer was substituted with almost half an hour still to play), and is now generally regarded as part of standard English.





substitution

 
/ˌsəbstiˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the action of replacing someone or something with another person or thing




•
 
the 
substitution of

 pediatricians 
for

 grandmothers in guiding baby care




•
 
a tactical substitution.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
substitutional

 
/ˌsəbstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
substitutionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective





















substorm

 
/ˈsəbstôrm/






noun




a localized disturbance of the earth's magnetic field in high latitudes, typically manifested as an aurora.













substrain

 
/ˈsəbˌstrān/






noun




a strain of a virus derived from another strain.













substrate

 
/ˈsəbˌstrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance or layer that underlies something, or on which some process occurs, in particular




2.
 
the surface or material on or from which an organism lives, grows, or obtains its nourishment.




3.
 
the substance on which an enzyme acts.




4.
 
a material that provides the surface on which something is deposited or inscribed, for example the silicon wafer used to manufacture integrated circuits.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: anglicized form of substratum
 .






substratum

 
/ˈsəbˌstrādəm ˈsəbˌstradəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an underlying layer or substance, in particular, a layer of rock or soil beneath the surface of the ground.




2.
 
a foundation or basis of something




•
 
there is a broad 
substratum of

 truth in it.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, neuter past participle (used as a noun) of Latin 
substernere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
sternere

 ‘strew.’ Compare with stratum
 .





substructure

 
/ˈsəbˌstrək(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun




an underlying or supporting structure.








II.
 
derivatives





substructural

 
/ˌsəbˈstrəkCHərəl /






adjective





















subsume

 
/səbˈso͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
include or absorb (something) in something else




•
 
most of these phenomena can be 
subsumed under

 two broad categories.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subsumable






adjective













2.
 
subsumption

 
/səbˈsəm(p)SH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘subjoin, add’): from medieval Latin 
subsumere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
sumere

 ‘take.’ The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.





subsurface

 
/ˈsəbˌsərfəs/






noun




the stratum or strata below the earth's surface.













subsystem

 
/ˈsəbˌsistəm/






noun




a self-contained system within a larger system.













subtenant

 
/səbˈtenənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who leases property from a tenant.








II.
 
derivatives





subtenancy

 
/ˌsəbˈtenənsē /






noun






















subtend

 
/səbˈtend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a line, arc, or figure) form (an angle) at a particular point when straight lines from its extremities are joined at that point.




2.
 
(of an angle or chord) have bounding lines or points that meet or coincide with those of (a line or arc).




3.
 


[Botany]

 (of a bract) extend under (a flower) so as to support or enfold it.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 1): from Latin 
subtendere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
tendere

 ‘stretch.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 19th cent.





subtense

 
/səbˈtens/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a subtending line, especially the chord of an arc.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 the angle subtended by a line at a point.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
subtensa (linea

 ), feminine past participle of 
subtendere

 (see subtend
 ).





subterfuge

 
/ˈsəbtərˌfyo͞oj/





I.
 
noun




deceit used in order to achieve one's goal.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
subterfugium

 , from Latin 
subterfugere

 ‘escape secretly,’ from 
subter-

 ‘beneath’ + 
fugere

 ‘flee.’





subterminal

 
/ˈsəbˌtərmənl/






adjective






‹technical›

 near the end of a chain or other structure.













subterranean

 
/ˌsəbtəˈrānēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing, occurring, or done under the earth's surface.




2.
 
secret; concealed




•
 
the subterranean world of the behind-the-scenes television powerbrokers.














II.
 
derivatives





subterraneously

 
/-ˈrānēəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
subterraneus

 (from 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
terra

 ‘earth’) + -an
 .





subtext

 
/ˈsəbˌtekst/





I.
 
noun




an underlying and often distinct theme in a piece of writing or conversation.








II.
 
derivatives





subtextual






adjective





















subtilize

 
/ˈsədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make more subtle; refine.








II.
 
derivatives





subtilization

 
/ˌsəd(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















subtitle

 
/ˈsəbˌtīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
subtitles

 )
 — captions displayed at the bottom of a movie or television screen that translate or transcribe the dialogue or narrative.




2.
 
a subordinate title of a published work or article giving additional information about its content.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be subtitled

 )


1.
 
provide (a movie or program) with subtitles




•
 
much of the film is subtitled.










2.
 
provide (a published work or article) with a subtitle




•
 
the novel was aptly subtitled.




















subtle

 
/ˈsədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a change or distinction) so delicate or precise as to be difficult to analyze or describe




•
 
his language expresses rich and subtle meanings.










2.
 
(of a mixture or effect) delicately complex and understated




•
 
subtle lighting.










3.
 
making use of clever and indirect methods to achieve something




•
 
he tried a more subtle approach.










4.
 
capable of making fine distinctions




•
 
a subtle mind.










5.
 
arranged in an ingenious and elaborate way.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 crafty; cunning.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subtleness

 
/ˈsəd(ə)lnəs /






noun













2.
 
subtly

 
/ˈsədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘not easily understood’): from Old French 
sotil

 , from Latin 
subtilis

 ‘fine, delicate.’





subtlety

 
/ˈsədltē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being subtle




•
 
the textural subtlety of Degas.










2.
 
a subtle distinction, feature, or argument




•
 
the subtleties of English grammar.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soutilte

 , from Latin 
subtilitas

 , from 
subtilis

 ‘fine, delicate’ (see subtle
 ).






subtonic

 
/səbˈtänik/






noun






[Music]

 the note below the tonic, the seventh note of the diatonic scale of any key.













subtotal

 
/ˈsəbˌtōdl/





I.
 
noun




the total of one set of a larger group of figures to be added.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add (numbers) so as to obtain a subtotal.








III.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 (of an injury or a surgical operation) partial; not total.














subtract

 
/səbˈtrakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take away (a number or amount) from another to calculate the difference




•
 
subtract 43 from 60.










2.
 
take away (something) from something else so as to decrease the size, number, or amount




•
 
programs were added and subtracted as called for.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subtracter






noun













2.
 
subtractive

 
/səbˈtraktiv /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
subtract-

 ‘drawn away,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
trahere

 ‘to draw.’





subtraction

 
/səbˈtrakSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the process or skill of taking one number or amount away from another




•
 


subtraction

 of this figure 
from

 the total.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the process of taking a matrix, vector, or other quantity away from another under specific rules to obtain the difference.













subtrahend

 
/ˈsəbtrəˌhend/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a quantity or number to be subtracted from another.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
subtrahendus

 ‘to be taken away,’ gerundive of 
subtrahere

 (see subtract
 ).






subtropics

 
/ˌsəbˈträpiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
the subtropics

 )


1.
 
the regions adjacent to or bordering on the tropics.








II.
 
derivatives





subtropical

 
/səbˈträpəkəl /






adjective





















subtweet

 
/ˈsəbˌtwēt/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (on Twitter) a post that refers to a particular user without directly mentioning them, typically as a form of furtive mockery or criticism




•
 
while he didn't include Smith's Twitter handle, that didn't stop Smith from seeing the post, taking umbrage, and firing off a subtweet of his own.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of subliminal
 and tweet
 .





subtype

 
/ˈsəbtīp/






noun



1.
 
a secondary or subordinate type.




2.
 
a subdivision of a type of microorganism




•
 
HIV-1infections reflect a diverse range of non-B subtypes.



















Subud

 
/so͝oˈbo͞od/





I.
 
a movement, founded in 1947 and led by the Javanese mystic Pak Muhammad Subuh, based on a system of exercises by which the individual seeks to approach a state of perfection through divine power.







– origin

 contraction of Javanese 
susila budhi dharma

 , from Sanskrit 
suśīla

 ‘good disposition’ + 
buddhi

 ‘understanding’ + 
dharma

 ‘religious duty.’





subulate

 
/ˈsəbyəlit, -ˌlāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a part) slender and tapering to a point; awl-shaped.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
subula

 ‘awl’ + -ate
 2
 .





subumbrella

 
/ˌsəbəmˈbrelə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the concave inner surface of the umbrella of a jellyfish or other medusa.








II.
 
derivatives





subumbrellar






adjective





















subungulate

 
/səbˈəNGɡyəlit, -ˌlāt/






noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of a diverse group that probably evolved from primitive ungulates, comprising the elephants, hyraxes, sirenians, and perhaps the aardvark.













subunit

 
/ˈsəbˌyo͞onət/






noun




a distinct component of something




•
 
chemical subunits of human DNA.




















suburb

 
/ˈsəbərb/





I.
 
noun




an outlying district of a city, especially a residential one.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
suburbe

 or Latin 
suburbium

 , from 
sub-

 ‘near to’ + 
urbs

 , 
urb-

 ‘city.’





suburban

 
/səˈbərbən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of a suburb




•
 
suburban life.










2.
 
contemptibly dull and ordinary




•
 
Elizabeth despised Ann's house-proudness as deeply suburban.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suburbanite

 
/səˈbərbəˌnīt /






noun













2.
 
suburbanization

 
/səˌbərbənəˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
suburbanize

 
/səˈbərbəˌnīz /






verb





















suburbia

 
/səˈbərbēə/






noun




the suburbs or their inhabitants viewed collectively.













subvent

 
/səbˈvent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 support or assist by the payment of a subvention.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
subvent-

 ‘assisted,’ from the verb 
subvenire

 (see subvention
 ).






subvention

 
/səbˈven(t)SH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a grant of money, especially from a government.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘provision of help’): from Old French, from late Latin 
subventio(n-)

 , from Latin 
subvenire

 ‘assist,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





subversive

 
/səbˈvərsiv/





I.
 
adjective




seeking or intended to subvert an established system or institution




•
 
subversive literature.














II.
 
noun




a subversive person.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subversively

 
/səbˈvərsivlē /






adverb













2.
 
subversiveness






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
subversivus

 , from the verb 
subvertere

 (see subvert
 ).






subvert

 
/səbˈvərt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undermine the power and authority of (an established system or institution)




•
 
an attempt to subvert democratic government.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
subversion

 
/səbˈvərZHən səbˈvərSHən /






noun













2.
 
subverter

 
/səbˈvərdər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
subvertir

 or Latin 
subvertere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





subvocal

 
/səbˈvōkəl/






adjective






[Psychology]

 
[Philosophy]

 relating to or denoting an unarticulated level of speech comparable to thought




•
 
almost all of what is called “thinking” is subvocal talk.



















subvocalize

 
/səbˈvōkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter (words or sounds) with the lips silently or with barely audible sound, especially when talking to oneself, memorizing something, or reading.








II.
 
derivatives





subvocalization

 
/-ˌvōkəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















subway

 
/ˈsəbˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an underground electric railroad.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a tunnel under a road for use by pedestrians.













subweb

 
/ˈsəbweb/






noun




an isolated part of a website, especially one that is password-protected or that is not obviously accessible from the main page.













subwoofer

 
/ˈsəbˌwo͝ofər/






noun




a loudspeaker component designed to reproduce very low bass frequencies.














subzero

 
/ˌsəbˈzirō/






adjective



1.
 
below zero on the Fahrenheit scale (–18 Celsius); very cold.




2.
 
below zero on the Celsius scale; below freezing.













suc-






prefix




variant spelling of sub-
 assimilated before 
c

 (as in 
succeed

 , 
succussion

 ).













succah

 
/so͞oˈkä, ˈso͝okə /

 
sukkah





I.
 
noun




a temporary shelter covered in natural materials, built near a synagogue or house and used especially for meals during the Jewish festival of Succoth.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
sukkāh

 ‘hut.’





succedaneum

 
/ˌsəksəˈdānēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 a substitute, especially for a medicine or drug.








II.
 
derivatives





succedaneous

 
/ˌsəksəˈdānēəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, neuter of Latin 
succedaneus

 ‘following after,’ from 
succedere

 ‘come close after’ (see succeed
 ).






succeed

 
/səkˈsēd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — achieve the desired aim or result




•
 
a mission which could not possibly succeed




•
 
he 
succeeded in

 winning a pardon.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take over a throne, inheritance, office, or other position from




•
 
he would succeed Hawke as prime minister.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become the new rightful holder of an inheritance, office, title, or property




•
 
he 
succeeded to

 his father's kingdom.










4.
 
come after and take the place of




•
 
her embarrassment was succeeded by fear.














II.
 
phrases





nothing succeeds like success








‹proverb›

 success leads to opportunities for further and greater successes.












III.
 
derivatives





succeeder






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
succeder

 or Latin 
succedere

 ‘come close after,’ from 
sub-

 ‘close to’ + 
cedere

 ‘go.’





succeeding

 
/səkˈsēdiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
coming after something in time; subsequent




•
 
over the succeeding decades, recording equipment got cheaper.



















succentor

 
/səkˈsen(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a precentor's deputy in some cathedrals.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
succinere

 ‘sing to, chime in,’ from 
sub-

 ‘subordinately’ + 
canere

 ‘sing.’





succès de scandale

 
/səkˌsā də ˌskänˈdäl/





I.
 
noun




a success due to notoriety or a thing's scandalous nature.











– origin

 French, literally ‘success of scandal.’





succès d'estime

 
/so͞okˌsā desˈtēm/





I.
 
noun




a success through critical appreciation, as opposed to popularity or commercial gain.











– origin

 French, literally ‘success of opinion.’





success

 
/səkˈses/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the accomplishment of an aim or purpose




•
 
the president had some 
success in

 restoring confidence.










2.
 
the attainment of popularity or profit




•
 
the success of his play.










3.
 
a person or thing that achieves desired aims or attains prosperity




•
 
I must make a success of my business.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 the outcome of an undertaking, specified as achieving or failing to achieve its aims




•
 
the good or ill success of their maritime enterprises.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
successus

 , from the verb 
succedere

 ‘come close after’ (see succeed
 ).





successful

 
/səkˈsesfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
accomplishing an aim or purpose




•
 
a successful attack on the town.










2.
 
having achieved popularity, profit, or distinction




•
 
a successful actor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
successfully

 
/səkˈsesfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
successfulness






noun






















succession

 
/səkˈseSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of people or things sharing a specified characteristic and following one after the other




•
 
she had been secretary to a succession of board directors.










2.
 


[Geology]

 a group of strata representing a single chronological sequence.




3.
 
the action or process of inheriting a title, office, property, etc.




•
 
the new king was already elderly at the time of his succession.










4.
 
the right or sequence of inheriting a position, title, etc.




•
 
the 
succession to

 the Crown was disputed.










5.
 


[Ecology]

 the process by which a plant or animal community successively gives way to another until a stable climax is reached.

Compare with sere
 2
 .








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in quick (or rapid) succession






following one another at short intervals.









2.
 
in succession






following one after the other without interruption




•
 
she won the race for the second year in succession.















3.
 
in succession to






inheriting or elected to the place of




•
 
he is not first in succession to the presidency.















4.
 
settle the succession






determine who shall succeed someone.












III.
 
derivatives





successional

 
/səkˈseSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting legal transmission of an estate or the throne to another, also in the sense ‘successors, heirs’): from Old French, or from Latin 
successio(n-)

 , from the verb 
succedere

 (see succeed
 ). The term in ecology dates from the mid 19th cent.





Succession, Act of





I.
 
(in English history) each of three Acts of Parliament passed during the reign of Henry VIII regarding the succession of his children.





The first (1534) declared Henry's marriage to Catherine of Aragon to be invalid, fixing the succession on any child born to Henry's new wife Anne Boleyn. The second (1536) canceled this, asserting the rights of Jane Seymour and her issue, while the third (1544) determined the order of succession of Henry's three children, the future Edward VI, Mary I, and Elizabeth I.





successive

 
/səkˈsesiv/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
following one another or following others




•
 
they were looking for their fifth successive win.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
successively

 
/səkˈsesivlē /






adverb













2.
 
successiveness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
successivus

 , from 
success-

 ‘followed closely,’ from the verb 
succedere

 (see succeed
 ).





successor

 
/səkˈsesər/






noun




a person or thing that succeeds another




•
 
Schoenberg saw himself as a natural 
successor to

 the German romantic school.



















success story

 
/səkˈses ˌstôrē/






noun






‹informal›

 a successful person or thing.













succinct

 
/sə(k)ˈsiNG(k)t/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of something written or spoken) briefly and clearly expressed




•
 
use short, succinct sentences.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
succinctly

 
/sə(k)ˈsiNG(k)tlē sə(k)ˈsiNGk(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
succinctness

 
/sə(k)ˈsiNG(k)tnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘encircled’): from Latin 
succinctus

 ‘tucked up,’ past participle of 
succingere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
cingere

 ‘gird.’





succinic acid

 
/səkˌsinik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline organic acid which occurs in living tissue as an intermediate in glucose metabolism.

[Chem. formula: HOOC(CH2
 )2
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





succinate

 
/ˈsəksəˌnāt /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
succinic

 from French 
succinique

 , from Latin 
succinum

 ‘amber’ (from which it was first derived).





succinylcholine

 
/ˌsəksənlˈkōlēn/






noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used as a short-acting muscle relaxant and local anesthetic. It is an ester of choline with succinic acid.














succor

 
/ˈsəkər /

 


‹Brit.›

 succour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
assistance and support in times of hardship and distress.




2.
 
(
succors

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 reinforcements of troops.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give assistance or aid to




•
 
prisoners of war were liberated and succored.














III.
 
derivatives





succorless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
succursus

 , from Latin 
succurrere

 ‘run to the help of,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
currere

 ‘run.’





succory

 
/ˈsəkərē/





I.
 
noun




another term for chicory
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of obsolete French 
cicorée

 .





succotash

 
/ˈsəkəˌtaSH/





I.
 
noun




an American dish of corn and lima beans cooked together.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Narragansett 
msiquatash

 (plural).






Succoth

 
/so͞oˈkōt, ˈso͝okəs /

 
Sukkot
 , Sukkoth





I.
 
noun




a major Jewish festival held in the autumn (beginning on the 15th day of Tishri) to commemorate the sheltering of the Israelites in the wilderness.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
sukkōṯ

 , plural of 
sukkāh

 ‘thicket, hut.’






succubous

 
/ˈsəkyəbəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a liverwort) having leaves obliquely inserted on the stem so that their upper edges are overlapped by the lower edges of the leaves above.

Often contrasted with incubous
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
succubare

 ‘lie under’ + -ous
 .





succubus

 
/ˈsəkyəbəs/





I.
 
noun




a female demon believed to have sexual intercourse with sleeping men.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
succubus

 ‘prostitute,’ from 
succubare

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’





succulent

 
/ˈsəkyələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) tender, juicy, and tasty.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant, especially a xerophyte) having thick fleshy leaves or stems adapted to storing water.








II.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a succulent plant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
succulence

 
/ˈsəkyələns /






noun













2.
 
succulently

 
/ˈsəkyələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
succulentus

 , from 
succus

 ‘juice.’





succumb

 
/səˈkəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to resist (pressure, temptation, or some other negative force)




•
 
he has become the latest to 
succumb to

 the strain.










2.
 
die from the effect of a disease or injury.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘bring low, overwhelm’): from Old French 
succomber

 or Latin 
succumbere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + a verb related to 
cubare

 ‘to lie.’





succursal

 
/səˈkərsəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a religious establishment such as a monastery) subsidiary to a principal establishment.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
succursale

 , from medieval Latin 
succursus

 , from the verb 
succurrere

 (see succor
 ).





succuss

 
/ˈsəkəs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in preparing homeopathic remedies) shake (a solution) vigorously.








II.
 
derivatives





succussion

 
/səˈkəSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
succuss-

 ‘shaken,’ from the verb 
succutere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘away’ + 
quatere

 ‘to shake.’






such

 
/səCH/





I.
 
determiner, predeterminer, pronoun



1.
 
of the type previously mentioned


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
I have been involved in many such courses




•
 [as 
predeterminer

 ]
 
I longed to find a kindred spirit, and in him I thought I had found such a person




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
we were second-class citizens and they treated us 
as such

 .










2.
 
(
such —— as/that

 )
 — of the type about to be mentioned


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
there is no such thing as a free lunch




•
 [as 
predeterminer

 ]
 
the farm is organized in such a way that it can be run by two adults




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
the wound was such that I had to have stitches.










3.
 
to so high a degree; so great (often used to emphasize a quality)


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
this material is of 
such

 importance 
that

 it has a powerful bearing on the case




•
 [as 
predeterminer

 ]
 
autumn's such a beautiful season




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 


such is

 the elegance of his typeface 
that

 it is still a favorite of designers.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
and such






and similar things




•
 
he had activities like the scouts and Sunday school and such.















2.
 
as such






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — in the exact sense of the word




•
 
it is possible to stay overnight here although there is no guest house as such.















3.
 
such and such

 
such-and-such






used to refer vaguely to a person or thing that does not need to be specified




•
 
they'll want to know what actor played such-and-such a character.















4.
 
such as





a.
 
for example




•
 
wildflowers such as daisies and red clover.










b.
 
of a kind that; like




•
 
an event such as we've shared.















5.
 
such as it is (or they are)






what little there is; for what it's worth




•
 
the law, such as it is, will be respected.















6.
 
such a one






such a person or thing




•
 
what was the reward for 
such a one as

 Fox?















7.
 
such that






to the extent that




•
 
the linking of sentences such that they constitute a narrative.





















– origin

 Old English 
swilc

 , 
swylc

 ; related to Dutch 
zulk

 , German 
solch

 , from the Germanic bases of so
 1
 and alike
 .





suchlike

 
/ˈsəCHˌlīk/





I.
 
pronoun




things of the type mentioned




•
 
carpets, old chairs, tables, and suchlike.














II.
 
determiner




of the type mentioned




•
 
food, drink, clothing, and suchlike provisions.




















suck

 
/sək/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — draw into the mouth by contracting the muscles of the lip and mouth to make a partial vacuum




•
 
they suck mint juleps through straws.










2.
 
hold (something) in the mouth and draw at it by contracting the lip and cheek muscles




•
 
she sucked a mint




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the child 
sucked on

 her thumb.










3.
 
draw milk, juice, or other fluid from (something) into the mouth or by suction




•
 
she sucked each segment of the orange carefully.










4.
 
draw in a specified direction by creating a vacuum




•
 
he was sucked under the surface of the river.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pump) make a gurgling sound as a result of drawing air.




6.
 
involve (someone) in something without their choosing




•
 
I didn't want to be 
sucked into

 the role of dutiful daughter.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be very bad, disagreeable, or disgusting




•
 
I love your country, but the weather sucks.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sucking something.




2.
 
the sound made by water retreating and drawing at something




•
 
the soft suck of the sea against the sand.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give suck








‹archaic›

 give milk from the breast or teat; suckle.









2.
 
suck someone dry






exhaust someone's physical, material, or emotional resources.









3.
 
suck it up








(US)

 
‹informal›

 accept a hardship.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
suck someone in






cheat or deceive someone




•
 
we were sucked in by his charm and good looks.















2.
 
suck someone off








‹vulgar slang›

 perform fellatio on someone.









3.
 
suck up








‹informal›

 behave obsequiously, especially for one's own advantage




•
 
he has risen to where he is mainly by 
sucking up to

 the president.





















– origin

 Old English 
sūcan

 (verb), from an Indo-European imitative root; related to soak
 .





sucker

 
/ˈsəkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that sucks, in particular




2.
 
a flat or concave organ enabling an animal to cling to a surface by suction.




3.
 
the piston of a suction pump.




4.
 
a pipe through which liquid is drawn by suction.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a gullible or easily deceived person.




6.
 
(
a sucker for

 )
 — a person particularly susceptible to or fond of a specified thing




•
 
I always was a sucker for a good fairy tale.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a thing or person not specified by name




•
 
he's one strong sucker.










8.
 


[Botany]

 a shoot springing from the base of a tree or other plant, especially one arising from the root below ground level at some distance from the main stem or trunk.




9.
 
a side shoot from an axillary bud, as in tomato plants.




10.
 
a freshwater fish with thick lips that are used to suck up food from the bottom, native to North America and Asia.

[Family 
Catostomidae

 : many genera and species.]




11.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a lollipop.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Botany]

 (of a plant) produce suckers




•
 
it spread rapidly after being left undisturbed to sucker.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fool or trick (someone)




•
 
they got suckered into accepting responsibility.




















suckerfish

 
/ˈsəkərˌfiSH/






noun




another term for remora
 .













sucker punch





I.
 
noun




an unexpected punch or blow.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone) with an unexpected punch or blow




•
 
Joe sucker-punched him and knocked him out.



















suckhole

 
/ˈsəkˌhōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a whirlpool.




2.
 


(Canadian)

 
(Austral.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a sycophant.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Canadian)

 
(Austral.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 behave in a sycophantic way toward someone.













suckle

 
/ˈsək(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feed (a baby or young animal) from the breast or teat




•
 
a mother pig suckling a huge litter.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a baby or young animal) feed by sucking the breast or teat




•
 
the infant's biological need to suckle.

















– origin

 late Middle English: probably a back-formation from suckling
 .





suckler

 
/ˈsək(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
an unweaned animal, especially a calf.




2.
 
a cow used to breed and suckle calves for beef.














suckling

 
/ˈsək(ə)liNG/





I.
 
noun




an unweaned child or animal


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
roast suckling pig.

















– origin

 Middle English: from the verb suck
 + -ling
 .





suck-up

 
/ˈsəkəp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who behaves obsequiously, especially to earn approval or favoritism.













sucky

 
/ˈsəkē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 disagreeable; unpleasant




•
 
her sucky job.



















sucralfate

 
/ˈso͞okrəlˌfāt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a drug used in the treatment of gastric and duodenal ulcers. It is a complex of aluminum hydroxide and a sulfate derivative of sucrose.











– origin

 1960s: blend of sucrose
 , aluminum
 , and sulfate
 .






sucrase

 
/ˈso͞okrās ˈso͞oˌkrāz/






noun




another term for invertase
 .













sucre

 
/ˈso͞okrā/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Ecuador until 2000, equal to 100 centavos.











– origin

 named after A. J. de 
Sucre

 (see Sucre, Antonio José de
 ).






Sucre

 
/ˈso͞okrā/






the judicial capital and seat of the judiciary of Bolivia; pop. 274,576 (2009). Located in the Andes, at an altitude of 8,860 feet (2,700 m), it was named Chuquisaca by the Spanish in 1539. It was renamed in 1825 in honor of Antonio José de Sucre.










Sucre, Antonio José de

 
/ˈso͞oˌkrā/






(1795–1830), Venezuelan revolutionary and statesman; president of Bolivia 1826–28. He served as Simón Bolívar's chief of staff, liberating Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia from the Spanish. He was the first president of Bolivia.










sucrose

 
/ˈso͞oˌkrōs ˈso͞oˌkrōz/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound that is the chief component of cane or beet sugar.

[A disaccharide containing glucose and fructose units; chem. formula: C12
 H22
 O11
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
sucre

 ‘sugar’ + -ose
 2
 .





suction

 
/ˈsəkSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the production of a partial vacuum by the removal of air in order to force fluid into a vacant space or procure adhesion.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (something) using suction




•
 
physicians used a tube to suction out the gallstones.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
suctio(n-)

 , from Latin 
sugere

 ‘suck.’





suction pump

 
/ˈsəkSHən ˌpəmp/






noun




a pump for drawing liquid through a pipe into a chamber emptied by a piston.













suctorial

 
/səkˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 adapted for sucking (descriptive, for example, of the mouthparts of some insects).




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 (of an animal) having a sucker for feeding or adhering to something.








II.
 
derivatives





suctorially






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
suctorius

 (from Latin 
sugere

 ‘suck’) + -al
 .





Sudan





I.
 
a country in northeastern Africa, south of Egypt, with a coastline on the Red Sea; pop. 35,473,000 (est. 2011); capital, Khartoum; languages, Arabic (official), Hausa, and others.

Under Arab rule from the 13th century, the country was conquered by Egypt in 1820–22. Sudan was separated from its northern neighbor by the Mahdist revolt of 1881–98 and administered after the reconquest of 1898 as an Anglo-Egyptian condominium. It became an independent republic in 1956, but suffered severely as a result of protracted civil war between the Islamic government in the north and separatist forces in the south and west, in particular the Darfur region. In 2011 part of the southern region became independent as South Sudan.




II.
 
a vast region in North Africa that extends across the width of the continent from the southern edge of the Sahara to the tropical equatorial zone in the south.




III.
 
derivatives





Sudanese

 
/ˌso͞odəˈnēz /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Arabic 
sūdān

 , literally ‘country of the blacks.’





sudan grass

 
/so͞oˈdan ˌɡras/






noun




a Sudanese sorghum cultivated for fodder in dry regions of the US.

[
Sorghum sudanense

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













Sudbury

 
/ˈsədˌberē, -b(ə)rē/






a city in central Ontario; pop. 157,857 (2006). It lies at the center of Canada's largest mining region.









sudd

 
/səd/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the sudd

 )


1.
 
an area of floating vegetation in a stretch of the White Nile, thick enough to impede navigation.











– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘obstruction.’






sudden

 
/ˈsədn/





I.
 
adjective




occurring or done quickly and unexpectedly or without warning




•
 
a sudden bright flash.














II.
 
adverb






‹literary›

 
‹informal›

 suddenly




•
 
sudden there swooped an eagle downward.














III.
 
phrases





all of a sudden






suddenly




•
 
I feel really tired all of a sudden.


















IV.
 
derivatives





suddenness

 
/ˈsədnˌnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
sudein

 , from an alteration of Latin 
subitaneus

 , from 
subitus

 ‘sudden.’





sudden death

 
/ˈsədn deTH/






noun






‹informal›

 a means of deciding the winner in a tied match, especially one in which the first side or player to concede a game, score, or point during an additional period of play is the loser


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sudden-death playoff.




















sudden infant death syndrome

 
/ˈsədn ˈinfənt deTH ˈsinˌdrōm /

 
SIDS






noun




the death of a seemingly healthy baby in its sleep, due to an apparent spontaneous cessation of breathing.













suddenly

 
/ˈsədnlē/






adverb




quickly and unexpectedly




•
 
the ambassador died suddenly




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
suddenly I heard a loud scream.



















sudden oak death






noun




a disease of various oaks and other forest trees, sometimes resulting in sudden death as a result of bark cankers that encircle the trunk.

[The infecting organism is the water mold 
Phytophthora Ramorum

 .]













Sudetenland

 
/so͞oˈdātnˌland/






an area in the northwestern part of the Czech Republic, on the border with Germany. Allocated to Czechoslovakia after World War I, it became an object of Nazi expansionist policies and was ceded to Germany as a result of the Munich Agreement of September 1938. In 1945, the area was returned to Czechoslovakia. Czech name 
Sudety

 .









sudoku

 
/so͞oˈdōko͞o/





I.
 
noun




a puzzle in which players insert the numbers one to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in such a way that every number appears once in each horizontal line, vertical line, and square.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: from Japanese 
Sūdoku

 , from 
sū-

 (in 
sūji

 ‘number’) + 
-doku

 (in 
dokushin

 ‘single status’), elements of the puzzle's former name.





sudoriferous

 
/ˌso͞odəˈrif(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a gland) secreting sweat.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sudorific’): from late Latin 
sudorifer

 (from Latin 
sudor

 ‘sweat’) + -ous
 .





sudorific

 
/ˌso͞odəˈrifik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or causing sweating.








II.
 
noun




a drug that induces sweating.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
sudorificus

 , from Latin 
sudor

 ‘sweat.’





suds

 
/sədz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
short for soapsuds
 .




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 beer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 lather, cover, or wash in soapy water




•
 
Martha sudsed my back.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 form suds




•
 
soft baby soap that sudsed.














III.
 
derivatives





sudsy

 
/ˈsədzē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of uncertain sense development but perhaps originally denoting the flood water of the English Fens; compare with Middle Low German 
sudde

 , Middle Dutch 
sudse

 ‘marsh, bog’; probably related to seethe
 .





sudser

 
/ˈsədzər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a soap opera.













sue

 
/so͞o/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — institute legal proceedings against (a person or institution), typically for redress




•
 
she is to sue the baby's father




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
sued for

 breach of contract.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹formal›

 appeal formally to a person for something




•
 
the rebels were forced to 
sue for

 peace.














II.
 
derivatives





suer

 
/ˈso͞oər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
suer

 , based on Latin 
sequi

 ‘follow.’ Early senses were very similar to those of the verb 
follow

 .





suede

 
/swād/





I.
 
noun




leather with the flesh side rubbed to make a velvety nap.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
(gants de) Suède

 ‘(gloves of) Sweden.’





suedehead

 
/ˈswādˌhed/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a person, especially a youth, whose appearance is similar to that of a skinhead but generally characterized by slightly longer hair and neater, more stylish clothes.













suet

 
/ˈso͞oət/





I.
 
noun




the hard white fat on the kidneys and loins of cattle, sheep, and other animals, used to make foods including puddings, pastry, and mincemeat.








II.
 
derivatives





suety






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from the synonymous word 
su

 , from Latin 
sebum

 ‘tallow.’





Suetonius

 
/so͞oəˈtōnēəs, swēˈtō-/






(
c.

 69–
c.

 150), Roman biographer and historian; full name 
Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus

 . His surviving works include 
Lives of the Caesars

 .









Suez, Isthmus of

 
/so͞oˈez, ˈso͞oˌez/






an isthmus between the Mediterranean and the Red seas that connects Egypt and Africa to the Sinai Peninsula and Asia. The port of Suez lies in the south, and the isthmus is traversed by the Suez Canal.









Suez Canal

 
/ˈso͞oˌez so͞oˈez kəˈnal/






a shipping canal that connects the Mediterranean Sea at Port Said with the Red Sea. It was constructed between 1859 and 1869 under the direction of Ferdinand de Lesseps. From 1888 it was a neutral zone under British protection; its nationalization by Egypt in 1956 prompted the Suez crisis.









suf.






abbreviation




suffix.













suf-






prefix




variant spelling of sub-
 assimilated before 
f

 (as in 
suffocate

 , 
suffuse

 ).













suff.






abbreviation



1.
 
sufficient.




2.
 
suffix.













Suff.






abbreviation



1.
 
Suffolk.




2.
 
suffragan.














suffer

 
/ˈsəfər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience or be subjected to (something bad or unpleasant)




•
 
he'd suffered intense pain




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he'd suffered a great deal since his arrest.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
suffer from

 )
 — be affected by or subject to (an illness or ailment)




•
 
his daughter suffered from agoraphobia.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become or appear worse in quality




•
 
his relationship with Anne did suffer.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 undergo martyrdom or execution.




5.
 


‹dated›

 tolerate




•
 
France will no longer suffer the existing government.










6.
 
allow (someone) to do something


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
my conscience would not suffer me to accept any more.














II.
 
phrases





not suffer fools gladly






be impatient or intolerant toward people one regards as foolish or unintelligent.

[with biblical allusion to 2 Cor. 11–19.]












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sufferable

 
/ˈsəf(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
sufferer

 
/ˈsəf(ə)rər /






noun





suffer
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
suffrir

 , from Latin 
sufferre

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’





sufferance

 
/ˈsəf(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
absence of objection rather than genuine approval; toleration




•
 
Charles was only here 
on sufferance

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 the condition of the holder of an estate who continues to hold it after the title has ceased, without the express permission of the owner




•
 
an estate at sufferance.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 patient endurance.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 the suffering or undergoing of something bad or unpleasant.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Anglo-Norman French 
suffraunce

 , from late Latin 
sufferentia

 , from 
sufferre

 (see suffer
 ).





suffering

 
/ˈsəf(ə)riNG/






noun




the state of undergoing pain, distress, or hardship




•
 
weapons that cause unnecessary suffering




•
 
his disregard for the sufferings of his fellow countrymen.




















suffice

 
/səˈfīs/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be enough or adequate




•
 
a quick look should suffice




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
two examples should suffice to prove the contention.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — meet the needs of




•
 
simple mediocrity cannot suffice them.














II.
 
phrases





suffice (it) to say






used to indicate that one is saying enough to make one's meaning clear while withholding something for reasons of discretion or brevity




•
 
suffice it to say that they were not considered suitable for this project.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
suffis-

 , stem of 
suffire

 , from Latin 
sufficere

 ‘put under, meet the need of,’ from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
facere

 ‘make.’





sufficiency

 
/səˈfiSHənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition or quality of being adequate or sufficient.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an adequate amount of something, especially of something essential




•
 


a sufficiency of

 good food.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 self-sufficiency or independence of character, especially of an arrogant or imperious sort.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting sufficient means or wealth): from late Latin 
sufficientia

 , from the verb 
sufficere

 (see suffice
 ).





sufficient

 
/səˈfiSHənt/





I.
 
adjective, determiner




enough; adequate


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a small income that was 
sufficient for

 her needs




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
they had sufficient resources to survive.














II.
 
derivatives





sufficiently

 
/səˈfiSHəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘legally satisfactory’): from Old French, or from Latin 
sufficient-

 ‘meeting the need of’ (see suffice
 ).






suffix





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəfiks /



1.
 
a morpheme added at the end of a word to form a derivative, e.g., 
-ation

 , 
-fy

 , 
-ing

 , 
-itis

 .








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsəfiks səˈfiks /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
append, especially as a suffix.








III.
 
derivatives





suffixation

 
/ˌsəfikˈsāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a noun): from modern Latin 
suffixum

 , neuter past participle (used as a noun) of Latin 
suffigere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘subordinately’ + 
figere

 ‘fasten.’





suffocate

 
/ˈsəfəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
die or cause to die from lack of air or inability to breathe


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
ten detainees suffocated in an airless police cell




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was suffocated by the fumes.










2.
 
have or cause to have difficulty in breathing


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he was suffocating, his head jammed up against the back of the sofa




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
you're suffocating me—I can scarcely breathe




•
 (as 
adj.

 
suffocating

 )
 
the suffocating heat.










3.
 
feel or cause to feel trapped and oppressed


(as 
adj.

 
suffocated

 )


•
 
I felt suffocated by my marriage.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suffocatingly






adverb













2.
 
suffocation

 
/ˌsəfəˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
suffocation

 ): from Latin 
suffocat-

 ‘stifled,’ from the verb 
suffocare

 , from 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
fauces

 ‘throat.’





Suffolk1


 
/ˈsəfək/





I.
 
a county in eastern England, on the coast of East Anglia; county town, Ipswich.




II.
 
a commercial and agricultural city in southern Virginia, in the Hampton Roads area; pop. 82,302 (est. 2008).









Suffolk2


 
/ˈsəfək /

 
Suffolk sheep






noun




a sheep of a large black-faced breed with a short fleece.













Suffolk County






a suburban, agricultural, and resort county in southeastern New York, on the eastern end of Long Island; pop. 1,512,224 (est. 2008).









suffragan

 
/ˈsəfrəɡən /

 
suffragan bishop
 , bishop suffragan





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bishop appointed to help a diocesan bishop.




2.
 
a bishop in relation to his archbishop or metropolitan.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old French, representing medieval Latin 
suffraganeus

 ‘assistant (bishop),’ from Latin 
suffragium

 (see suffrage
 ).






suffrage

 
/ˈsəfrij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the right to vote in political elections.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a vote given in assent to a proposal or in favor of the election of a particular person.




3.
 
(usu. 
suffrages

 )
 — a series of intercessory prayers or petitions.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘intercessory prayers,’ also ‘assistance’): from Latin 
suffragium

 , reinforced by French 
suffrage

 . The modern sense of ‘right to vote’ was originally US (dating from the late 18th cent).





suffragette

 
/ˌsəfrəˈjet/






noun






‹historical›

 a woman seeking the right to vote through organized protest.













suffragist

 
/ˈsəfrəjəst/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person advocating the extension of suffrage, especially to women.








II.
 
derivatives





suffragism

 
/-ˌjizəm /






noun





















suffuse

 
/səˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gradually spread through or over




•
 
her cheeks were suffused with color




•
 
the first half of the poem is suffused with idealism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suffusion

 
/səˈfyo͞oZH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
suffusive

 
/-ˈfyo͞osiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
suffus-

 ‘poured into,’ from 
sub-

 ‘below, from below’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





Sufi

 
/ˈso͞ofē/





I.
 
noun




a Muslim ascetic and mystic.








II.
 
derivatives





Sufic

 
/-fik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Arabic 
ṣūfī

 , perhaps from 
ṣūf

 ‘wool’ (referring to the woolen garment worn).





Sufism

 
/ˈso͞ofˌizəm/






noun




the mystical system of the Sufis.

Sufism is the esoteric dimension of the Islamic faith, the spiritual path to mystical union with God. It is influenced by other faiths, such as Buddhism, and reached its peak in the 13th century. There are many Sufi orders, the best known being the dervishes.













sug

 
/səɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 sell or attempt to sell a product under the guise of conducting market research




•
 
a market researcher claims the firm is sugging.

















– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
sell under the guise

 .





sug-






prefix




variant spelling of sub-
 . assimilated before 
g

 (as in 
suggest

 ).













sugar

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet crystalline substance obtained from various plants, especially sugar cane and sugar beet, consisting essentially of sucrose, and used as a sweetener in food and drink.




2.
 
a lump or teaspoonful of this, used to sweeten tea or coffee




•
 
I'll have mine black with two sugars.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as a term of endearment or an affectionate form of address




•
 
what's wrong, sugar?










4.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used as a euphemism for “shit.”




5.
 


‹informal›

 a psychoactive drug in the form of white powder, especially heroin or cocaine.




6.
 


[Biochemistry]

 any of the class of soluble, crystalline, typically sweet-tasting carbohydrates found in living tissues and exemplified by glucose and sucrose.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sweeten, sprinkle, or coat with sugar




•
 
she absentmindedly sugared her tea




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sugared

 )
 
sugared almonds.










2.
 
make more agreeable or palatable




•
 
the novel was preachy but sugared heavily with jokes.














III.
 
phrases





sugar the pill






see pill
 1
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





sugarless

 
/ˈso͞oɡərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sukere

 , from Italian 
zucchero

 , probably via medieval Latin from Arabic 
sukkar

 .






sugar apple






noun




another term for sweetsop
 .













sugar beet

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡər ˌbēt/






noun




beet of a variety from which sugar is extracted. It provides an important alternative sugar source to cane, and the pulp that remains after processing is used as feed for livestock.













sugarbird

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡərˌbərd /

 
sugar bird






noun



1.
 
a southern African songbird with a long fine bill and very long tail, feeding on nectar and insects.

[Genus 
Promerops

 , family 
Promeropidae

 (or 
Meliphagidae

 ): two species.]




2.
 
another term for bananaquit
 .













sugar bush

 
sugarbush






noun




a plantation of sugar maples.














sugar cane

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡər ˌkān /

 
sugarcane






noun




a perennial tropical grass with tall stout jointed stems from which sugar is extracted. The fibrous residue can be used as fuel, in fiberboard, and for a number of other purposes.

[Genus 
Saccharum

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
S. officinarum

 and its hybrids.]













sugarcoat

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡərˌkōt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
coat (an item of food) with sugar


(as 
adj.

 
sugarcoated

 )


•
 
sugarcoated almonds.










2.
 
make superficially attractive or acceptable




•
 
you won't see him sugarcoat the truth.










3.
 
make excessively sentimental




•
 
the filmmakers' proficiency is overpowered by their tendency to sugarcoat the material.



















sugar cube

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡər ˌkyo͞ob/






noun




a small cube of compacted sugar used especially for sweetening hot drinks.













sugar daddy

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡər ˌdadē/






noun






‹informal›

 a rich older man who lavishes gifts on a young woman in return for her company or sexual favors.













sugar glider






noun




a flying phalanger that feeds on wattle gum and eucalyptus sap, native to Australia, New Guinea, and Tasmania.

[
Petaurus breviceps

 , family 
Petauridae

 .]













sugaring

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡəriNG/






noun



1.
 
(also 
sugaring off

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 the boiling down of maple sap until it thickens into syrup or crystallizes into sugar.




2.
 
a method of removing unwanted hair by applying a mixture of lemon juice, sugar, and water to the skin and then peeling it off together with the hair.













sugarloaf

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡərˌlōf/






noun




a conical molded mass of sugar (now used chiefly in similes and metaphors to describe the shape of other objects)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sugarloaf hat.



















Sugar Loaf Mountain






a rocky peak in Brazil, northeast of Rio de Janeiro's Copacabana Beach. It rises to a height of 1,296 feet (390 m).










sugar maple

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡər ˌmāpəl/






noun




a North American maple, from the sap of which maple sugar and maple syrup are made.

Also called rock maple
 . [
Acer saccharum

 , family 
Aceraceae

 .]













sugar of lead

 
/ˌSHo͝oɡər əv ˈled/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
‹dated›

 lead acetate, a soluble white crystalline salt.

[Chem. formula: Pb(CH3
 CO2
 )2
 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: so named for its sweet taste.





sugar pine






noun




a tall pine tree, the heartwood of which exudes a sweet substance, hence its name. Found primarily in California and Oregon, sugar pines have very long cones, some reaching 26 inches in length.

[
Pinus lambertiana

 .]













sugarplum

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡərˌpləm/






noun




a small round candy of flavored boiled sugar.














sugar snap

 
/ /

 
sugar snap pea






noun




a snow pea, especially of a variety with distinctively thick and rounded pods.













sugary

 
/ˈSHo͝oɡərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing much sugar




•
 
energy-restoring, sugary drinks.










2.
 
resembling or coated in sugar




•
 
a sugary texture.










3.
 
excessively sentimental




•
 
sugary romance.














II.
 
derivatives





sugariness

 
/ˈso͞oɡ(ə)rēnəs /






noun






















suggest

 
/sə(ɡ)ˈjest/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
put forward for consideration


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
I suggest that we wait a day or two




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Maybe you ought to get an expert,” she suggested




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Ruth suggested a vacation.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause one to think that (something) exists or is the case




•
 
finds of lead coffins suggested a cemetery north of the river




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the temperature wasn't as tropical as the bright sunlight may have suggested.










3.
 
state or express indirectly


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
are you suggesting that I should ignore her?




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the seduction scenes suggest his guilt and her loneliness.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — evoke




•
 
the theatrical interpretation of weather and water almost suggests El Greco.










5.
 
(
suggest itself

 )
 — (of an idea) come into one's mind.








II.
 
derivatives





suggester






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
suggest-

 ‘suggested, prompted,’ from the verb 
suggerere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
gerere

 ‘bring.’





suggestible

 
/sə(ɡ)ˈjestəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




open to suggestion; easily swayed




•
 
a suggestible client would comply.














II.
 
derivatives





suggestibility

 
/sə(ɡ)ˌjestəˈbilədē /






noun





















suggestion

 
/sə(ɡ)ˈjesCH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idea or plan put forward for consideration.




2.
 
the action of suggesting something




•
 


at my suggestion

 , the museum held an exhibition of his work.










3.
 
something that implies or indicates a certain fact or situation




•
 
there is no suggestion that he was involved in any wrongdoing.










4.
 
a slight trace or indication of something




•
 
there was a suggestion of a smile on his lips.










5.
 
the action or process of calling up an idea or thought in someone's mind by associating it with other things




•
 
the power of suggestion.










6.
 


[Psychology]

 the influencing of a person to accept an idea, belief, or impulse uncritically, especially as a technique in hypnosis or other therapies.




7.
 


[Psychology]

 a belief or impulse induced by suggestion.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘an incitement to evil’): via Old French from Latin 
suggestio(n-)

 , from the verb 
suggerere

 (see suggest
 ).





suggestive

 
/sə(ɡ)ˈjestiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to suggest an idea




•
 
there were various suggestive pieces of evidence.










2.
 
indicative or evocative




•
 
flavors 
suggestive of

 coffee and blackberry.










3.
 
making someone think of sex and sexual relationships




•
 
a suggestive remark.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suggestively

 
/sə(ɡ)ˈjestivlē /






adverb













2.
 
suggestiveness

 
/sə(ɡ)ˈjestivnəs /






noun





















suh

 
/sə/






noun




nonstandard spelling of sir
 , used in representing chiefly southern US, black, or British dialect:




•
 
my dear suh, we are shocked by your candor




•
 
I'm not gonna do it, no suh.



















Suharto, Raden

 
/so͝oˈhärtō/






(1921–2008), Indonesian president 1968–98. As president, he restored political, social, and economic stability to Indonesia, but after the economy began to falter in 1997 and opposition to his authoritarian rule spread in 1998, he resigned from office.









Sui

 
/swā/






a dynasty that ruled in China 
AD

 581–618 and reunified the country.









suicidal

 
/ˌso͞oəˈsīdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deeply unhappy or depressed and likely to commit suicide




•
 
far from being suicidal, he was clearly enjoying life.










2.
 
relating to or likely to lead to suicide




•
 
I began to take her suicidal tendencies seriously.










3.
 
likely to have a disastrously damaging effect on oneself or one's interests




•
 
a suicidal career move.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suicidality






noun













2.
 
suicidally

 
/ˌso͞oəˈsīdlē /






adverb





















suicide

 
/ˈso͞oəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of killing oneself intentionally




•
 
he 
committed suicide

 at the age of forty




•
 
drug-related suicides.










2.
 
a person who does this.




3.
 
a course of action that is disastrously damaging to oneself or one's own interests




•
 
it would be political suicide to restrict criteria for unemployment benefits.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting a violent act or attack carried out by a person who does not expect to survive it




•
 
a suicide bombing.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
intentionally kill oneself




•
 
he leaves the service and then suicides.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
suicidium

 ‘act of suicide,’ 
suicida

 ‘person who commits suicide,’ from Latin 
sui

 ‘of oneself’ + 
caedere

 ‘kill.’





suicide barrier






noun




a fencelike structure or horizontal net attached to a bridge, tower, or tall building to prevent suicide attempts.




•
 
officials approved $5 million in federal funding to design a suicide barrier on the Golden Gate Bridge.



















suicide gene






noun




an introduced gene that causes a tumor cell to produce an enzyme that will attract a drug lethal to the tumor.













suicide note






noun




a message left by a person before taking or attempting to take their own life




•
 
a suicide note was found next to her body




•
 
his nephew wrote a suicide note and tried to shoot himself




•
 


‹figurative›

 the treaty was a political suicide note.



















suicide pact

 
/ˈso͞oəˌsīd pakt/






noun




an agreement between two or more people to commit suicide together.













sui generis

 
/ˌso͞oˌī ˈjenərəs, ˌso͞oē/





I.
 
adjective




unique




•
 
the sui generis nature of animals.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘of its own kind.’





sui juris

 
/ˌso͞oˌī ˈjo͝oris, ˌso͞oē/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 of age; independent




•
 
the beneficiaries are all sui juris.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘of one's own right.’





suint

 
/ˈso͞oənt, swint/





I.
 
noun




a natural greasy substance in sheep's wool.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
suer

 ‘sweat.’






Suisse

 
/swēs/






French name for Switzerland
 .










suit

 
/so͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of outer clothes made of the same fabric and designed to be worn together, typically consisting of a jacket and trousers or a jacket and skirt.




2.
 
a set of clothes to be worn on a particular occasion or for a particular activity




•
 
a jogging suit.










3.
 
a complete set of pieces of armor for covering the whole body.




4.
 
a complete set of sails required for a ship or for a set of spars.




5.
 
(usu. 
suits

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an executive in a business or organization, typically one regarded as exercising influence in an impersonal way




•
 
maybe now the suits in Washington will listen.










6.
 
any of the sets distinguished by their pictorial symbols into which a deck of playing cards is divided, in conventional decks comprising spades, hearts, diamonds, and clubs.




7.
 
short for lawsuit
 .




8.
 
the process of trying to win a woman's affection, typically with a view to marriage




•
 
he could not compete with John's charms in Marian's eyes and his suit came to nothing.










9.
 


‹literary›

 a petition or entreaty made to a person in authority.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — be convenient for or acceptable to




•
 
he lied whenever it suited him




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the apartment has two bedrooms—if it suits, you can have one of them.










2.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ] (
suit oneself

 )
 — act entirely according to one's own wishes (often used to express the speaker's annoyance)




•
 
“I'm not going to help you.” “Suit yourself.”










3.
 
go well with or enhance the features, figure, or character of (someone)




•
 
the dress didn't suit her.










4.
 
(
suit something to

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 adapt or make appropriate for (something)




•
 
they took care to suit their answers to the questions put to them.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 put on clothes, typically for a particular activity




•
 
I 
suited up

 and entered the water.














III.
 
phrases





follow suit






see follow
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
siwte

 , from a feminine past participle of a Romance verb based on Latin 
sequi

 ‘follow.’ Early senses included ‘attendance at a court’ and ‘legal process’; 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun and 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun derive from an earlier meaning ‘set of things to be used together.’ The verb sense ‘make appropriate’ dates from the late 16th cent.





suitable

 
/ˈso͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




right or appropriate for a particular person, purpose, or situation




•
 
these toys are not 
suitable for

 children under five.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suitability

 
/ˌso͞odəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
suitableness

 
/ˈso͞odəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
suitably

 
/ˈso͞odəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the verb suit
 , on the pattern of 
agreeable

 .





suitcase

 
/ˈso͞otˌkās/





I.
 
noun




a case with a handle and a hinged lid, used for carrying clothes and other personal possessions.








II.
 
derivatives





suitcaseful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun





















suite

 
/swēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of rooms designated for one person's or family's use or for a particular purpose.




2.
 
a set of coordinating furniture.




3.
 


[Music]

 a set of instrumental compositions, originally in dance style, to be played in succession.




4.
 
a set of selected pieces from an opera or musical, arranged to be played as one instrumental work.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a set of programs with a uniform design and the ability to share data.




6.
 
a group of people in attendance on a monarch or other person of high rank.




7.
 


[Geology]

 a group of minerals, rocks, or fossils occurring together and characteristic of a location or period.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from Anglo-Norman French 
siwte

 (see suit
 ).





suited

 
/ˈso͞odəd/






adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — right or appropriate for a particular person, purpose, or situation




•
 
the task is ideally 
suited to

 a computer.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — wearing a suit of clothes of a specified type, fabric, or color




•
 
a dark-suited man




•
 
sober-suited lawyers.



















suiting

 
/ˈso͞odiNG/






noun



1.
 
fabric of a suitable quality for making suits, trousers, jackets, and skirts.




2.
 
suits collectively.













suitor

 
/ˈso͞odər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who pursues a relationship with a particular woman, with a view to marriage.




2.
 
a prospective buyer of a business or corporation.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘member of a retinue’): from Anglo-Norman French 
seutor

 , from Latin 
secutor

 , from 
sequi

 ‘follow.’





Sukarno, Achmad

 
/so͝oˈkärnō/






(1901–70), Indonesian statesman; president 1945–67. He led the struggle for independence, which was formally granted in 1949, but lost power in the 1960s after having been implicated in the abortive communist coup of 1965.









sukiyaki

 
/ˌso͞okēˈyäkē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of sliced meat, especially beef, fried rapidly with vegetables and sauce.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
suki

 ‘to slice thinly’ + 
yaki

 ‘to fry, broil, sear.’





Sukkur

 
/ˈso͝okər/






a city in southeastern Pakistan, on the Indus River; pop. 476,800 (est. 2009). Nearby is the Sukkur Barrage, a dam constructed across the Indus that directs water through irrigation channels to a large area of the Indus valley.










Sulawesi

 
/ˌso͞oləˈwāsē/






a mountainous island in the Greater Sunda group in Indonesia, east of Borneo; chief town, Ujung Pandang.

Former name Celebes
 .










Sulaymaniyah

 
/ˌso͞olāˌmäˈnēyə /

 
Sulaimaniya






a town in northeastern Iraq, in the mountainous region of southern Kurdistan; pop. 759,500 (est. 2009). It is the capital of a Kurdish governorate of the same name. Full name 
As Sulaymaniyah

 .









sulcate

 
/ˈsəlkāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 marked with parallel grooves.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
sulcatus

 ‘furrowed,’ past participle of 
sulcare

 .





sulcus

 
/ˈsəlkəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a groove or furrow, especially one on the surface of the brain.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, ‘furrow, wrinkle.’





Suleiman I

 
/ˌso͝olāmän T͟Həˈfərst /

 
Soliman
 , Solyman






(
c.

 1494–1566), sultan of the Ottoman Empire 1520–66; also known as 
Suleiman the Magnificent

 or 
Suleiman the Lawgiver

 . The Ottoman Empire reached its fullest extent under his rule.









sulfa

 
/ˈsəlfə /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulpha





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
the sulfonamide family of drugs




•
 
a succession of life-saving sulfa drugs.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation (see sulfa-
 ).






sulfa-

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulph-





I.
 
combining form




in names of drugs derived from sulfanilamide.











– origin

 abbreviation of sulfanilamide
 .





sulfadiazine

 
/ˌsəlfəˈdīəzēn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphadiazine






noun






[Medicine]

 a sulfonamide antibiotic used to treat meningococcal meningitis.













sulfadimidine

 
/ˌsəlfəˈdīmədēn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphadimidine





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a sulfonamide antibiotic used chiefly to treat human urinary infections and to control respiratory disease in pigs.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from sulfa-
 + di-
 1
 + pyrimidine
 .





sulfamethoxazole

 
/ˌsəlfəməˈTHäksəzōl /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphamethoxazole






noun






[Medicine]

 a sulfonamide antibiotic used to treat respiratory and urinary tract infections, and as a component of the preparation co-trimoxazole.













sulfamic acid

 
/səlˌfamik ˈasid /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphamic acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a strongly acid crystalline compound used in cleaning agents and to make weed killers.

[Chem. formula: HOSO2
 NH2
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





sulfamate

 
/ˈsəlfəˌmāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
sulfamic

 from sulfur
 + amide
 + -ic
 .






sulfanilamide

 
/ˌsəlfəˈniləmīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphanilamide





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with antibacterial properties that is the basis of the sulfonamide drugs.

[Alternative name: 
p

 -aminobenzenesulfonamide; chem. formula: (H2
 N)C6
 H4
 (SO2
 NH2
 ).]











– origin

 1930s: from 
sulfanilic

 (from sulfur
 + aniline
 + -ic
 ) + amide
 .





sulfapyridine

 
/ˌsəlfəˈpirədēn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphapyridine






noun






[Medicine]

 a sulfonamide antibiotic used to treat some forms of dermatitis.













sulfasalazine

 
/ˌsəlfəˈsaləzēn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphasalazine





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a sulfonamide antibiotic used to treat ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from sulfa-
 + 
sal(icylic acid

 ) + azine
 .






sulfate

 
/ˈsəlfāt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphate





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of sulfuric acid, containing the anion SO4
 2−
 or the divalent group —OSO2
 O—.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from Latin 
sulfur

 (see sulfur
 ).





sulfide

 
/ˈsəlfīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphide






noun






[Chemistry]

 a binary compound of sulfur with another element or group.













sulfite

 
/ˈsəlfīt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphite





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt of sulfurous acid, containing the anion SO3
 2−
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, alteration of 
sulfate

 (see sulfate
 ).





sulfonamide

 
/səlˈfänəˌmīd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphonamide





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a class of synthetic drugs, derived from sulfanilamide, that are able to prevent the multiplication of some pathogenic bacteria.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sulfone
 + amide
 .





sulfonate

 
/ˈsəlfəˌnāt /

 

‹Chemistry›


 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphonate





I.
 
noun




a salt or ester of a sulfonic acid.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (a compound) into a sulfonate, typically by reaction with sulfuric acid.








III.
 
derivatives





sulfonation

 
/ˌsəlfəˈnāSHən /






noun






















sulfone

 
/ˈsəlfōn /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphone





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing a sulfonyl group linking two organic groups.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Sulfon

 , from 
Sulfur

 (see sulfur
 ).





sulfonic acid

 
/səlˌfänik ˈasid /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphonic






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic acid containing the group —SO2
 OH.













sulfonyl

 
/ˈsəlfənil /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphonyl






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting a divalent radical, —SO2
 —, derived from a sulfonic acid group.














sulfur

 
/ˈsəlfər /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphur





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
(Symbol: 
S

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 16, a yellow combustible nonmetal.




b.
 
the material of which hellfire and lightning were believed to consist.




c.
 
a pale greenish-yellow color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the bird's 
sulfur-yellow

 throat.











Sulfur occurs uncombined in volcanic and sedimentary deposits, as well as being a constituent of many minerals and petroleum. It is normally a bright yellow crystalline solid, but several other allotropic forms can be made. Sulfur is an ingredient of gunpowder, and is used in making matches and as an antiseptic and fungicide.




2.
 
an American butterfly with predominantly yellow wings that may bear darker patches.

[
Colias

 , 
Phoebis

 , and other genera, family 
Pieridae

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disinfect or fumigate with sulfur.








III.
 
derivatives





sulfury

 
/ˈsəlf(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
sulfre

 , from Latin 
sulfur

 , 
sulphur

 . / 
usage:

 The standard US spelling is 
sulfur

 ; 
sulphur

 is the traditional British spelling. However, the 
-f-

 spelling is now standard in scientific and technical writing in the UK, and is increasingly used in other contexts as well.






sulfurate

 
/ˈsəlf(y)əˌrāt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphurate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impregnate, fumigate, or treat with sulfur, especially in bleaching.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sulfuration

 
/ˌsəlf(y)əˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
sulfurator

 
/ˈsəlf(y)əˌrādər /






noun





















sulfur dioxide

 
/ˈsəlfər dīˈäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless pungent toxic gas formed by burning sulfur in air.

[Chem. formula: SO2
 .]













sulfureous

 
/səlˈfyo͝orēəs /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphureous





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or containing sulfur.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
sulfureus

 (from sulfur
 ) + -ous
 .





sulfureted hydrogen






noun






[Chemistry]

 archaic term for hydrogen sulfide
 .













sulfuric

 
/səlˈfyo͞orik /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphuric





I.
 
adjective




containing sulfur or sulfuric acid




•
 
the sulfuric byproducts of wood fires.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
sulfurique

 , from Latin (as sulfur
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at sulfur
 .






sulfuric acid

 
/ˌsəlˌfyo͞orik ˈasəd/






noun




a strong acid made by oxidizing solutions of sulfur dioxide and used in large quantities as an industrial and laboratory reagent. The concentrated form is an oily, dense, corrosive liquid.

[Chem. formula: H2
 SO4
 .]













sulfurize

 
/ˈsəlf(y)əˌrīz /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphurize





I.
 
verb




another term for sulfurate
 .








II.
 
derivatives





sulfurization

 
/ˌsəlf(y)əˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsəlf(y)ərəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















sulfurous

 
/ˈsəlfərəs /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 sulphurous





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(chiefly of vapor or smoke) containing or derived from sulfur




•
 
wafts of sulfurous fumes.










2.
 
sulfureous.




3.
 
like sulfur in color; pale yellow.




4.
 
marked by bad temper, anger, or profanity




•
 
a sulfurous glance.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
sulfurosus

 , from 
sulfur

 (see sulfur
 ).





sulfurous acid






noun






[Chemistry]

 an unstable weak acid formed when sulfur dioxide dissolves in water. It is used as a reducing and bleaching agent.

[Chem. formula: H2
 SO3
 .]













sulfur spring

 
/ˈsəlfər spriNG/






noun




a spring of which the water contains sulfur or its compounds.













sulk

 
/səlk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be silent, morose, and bad-tempered out of annoyance or disappointment




•
 
he was sulking over the breakup of his band.














II.
 
noun




a period of gloomy and bad-tempered silence stemming from annoyance and resentment




•
 
she was in a fit of 
the sulks

 .














III.
 
derivatives





sulker

 
/ˈsəlkər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps a back-formation from sulky
 .






sulky

 
/ˈsəlkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
morose, bad-tempered, and resentful; refusing to be cooperative or cheerful




•
 
disappointment was making her sulky.










2.
 
expressing or suggesting gloom and bad temper




•
 
she had a sultry, sulky mouth.














II.
 
noun




a light two-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle for one person, used chiefly in harness racing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sulkily

 
/ˈsəlkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sulkiness

 
/ˈsəlkēnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps from obsolete 
sulke

 ‘hard to dispose of,’ of unknown origin.





sull

 
/səl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 (of an animal) refuse to go on.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 (of a person) become sullen; sulk




•
 
don't 
sull up

 on me, let's get it aired.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from sullen
 .





Sulla

 
/ˈsələ/






(138–78 
BC

 ), Roman general and politician; full name 
Lucius Cornelius Sulla Felix

 . After a victorious campaign against Mithridates VI, Sulla invaded Italy in 83. He was elected dictator in 82 and implemented constitutional reforms in favor of the Senate.









sullage

 
/ˈsəlij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
waste from household sinks, showers, and baths, but not toilets.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 refuse, especially sewage.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps from Anglo-Norman French 
suillage

 , from 
suiller

 ‘to soil.’






sullen

 
/ˈsələn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bad-tempered and sulky; gloomy




•
 
a sullen pout.










2.
 
(of the sky) full of dark clouds




•
 
a sullen sunless sky.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the sullens

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 a sulky or depressed mood.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sullenly

 
/ˈsələnlē /






adverb













2.
 
sullenness

 
/ˈsələnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘solitary, averse to company,’ and ‘unusual’): from Anglo-Norman French 
sulein

 , from 
sol

 ‘sole.’





Sullivan, Ed






(1901–74), US television host and journalist; full name 
Edward Vincent Sullivan

 . As host of television's 
Ed Sullivan Show

 1948–71, he gave national exposure to many performers who were on their way to stardom, including Elvis Presley and the Beatles.









Sullivan, John L.






(1858–1918), US boxer; full name 
John Lawrence Sullivan

 . Fighting with his bare knuckles, he was proclaimed the world heavyweight champion in 1882. In 1892, when boxing rules changed and padded gloves were used, he fought James J. Corbett for the heavyweight championship and lost, being knocked out in the 21st round.









Sullivan, Louis Henry






(1856–1924), US architect. He developed modern functionalism in architecture by designing skyscrapers. Among his works were the Auditorium (1886–90), the Stock Exchange (1893–94), and the Carson, Pirie, Scott (1899–1904) buildings in Chicago, as well as the Wainwright building in St. Louis (1890–91).









Sullivan, Sir Arthur

 
/ˈsələvən/






(1842–1900), English composer; full name 
Sir Arthur Seymour Sullivan

 . He is best known for the 14 light operas that he wrote in collaboration with librettist W. S. Gilbert.









sully

 
/ˈsəlē/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 
‹ironic›

 damage the purity or integrity of; defile




•
 
they were outraged that anyone should sully their good name.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from French 
souiller

 ‘to soil.’





Sully, Thomas

 
/ˈsəlē/






(1783–1872), US artist; born in England. Chiefly a portrait painter, he produced pictures of Queen Victoria, the Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Jefferson, and James Monroe. His historical paintings include 
The Passage of the Delaware

 (1819).









Sulphur

 
/ˈsəlfər/






a city in southwestern Louisiana, a western suburb of Lake Charles; pop. 19,450 (est. 2008).









Sulpician

 
/səlˈpiSHən/





I.
 
noun




a member of a congregation of secular Roman Catholic priests founded in 1642 by a priest of St. Sulpice, Paris, mainly to train candidates for holy orders.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sulpician congregation.














sultan

 
/ˈsəltn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Muslim sovereign.




2.
 
(
the Sultan

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the sultan of Turkey.








II.
 
derivatives





sultanate

 
/ˈsəltnˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from medieval Latin 
sultanus

 , from Arabic 
sulṭān

 ‘power, ruler.’





sultana

 
/ˌsəlˈtanə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, light brown, seedless raisin used in foods such as puddings and cakes.




2.
 
a wife or concubine of a sultan.




3.
 
any other woman in a sultan's family.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Italian, feminine of 
sultano

 (see sultan
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 19th cent.





sultry

 
/ˈsəltrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of the air or weather) hot and humid.




2.
 
(of a person, especially a woman) attractive in a way that suggests a passionate nature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sultrily

 
/ˈsəltrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sultriness

 
/ˈsəltrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
sulter

 ‘swelter.’





sulu

 
/ˈso͞olo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a length of cotton or other light fabric wrapped about the body as a sarong, worn from the waist by men and full-length by women from the Melanesian Islands.











– origin

 Fijian.





Sulu Sea

 
/ˌso͞olo͞o ˈsē/






a sea in the Malay Archipelago, surrounded by the northeastern coast of Borneo and the western islands of the Philippines.









Sulzberger, Arthur Ochs

 
/ˈsəltsˌbərɡər/






(1926–2012) US publisher. He worked for 
The New York Times

 from 1951, serving as its president from 1963 until 1979. He was responsible for modernizing and broadening the newspaper's editorial range and for reorganizing the staff and day-to-day operations.










sum

 
/səm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular amount of money




•
 
they could not afford such a sum.










2.
 
(
the sum of

 )
 — the total amount resulting from the addition of two or more numbers, amounts, or items




•
 
the sum of two prime numbers.










3.
 
the total amount of something that exists




•
 
the sum of his own knowledge.










4.
 
an arithmetical problem, especially at an elementary level.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 find the sum of (two or more amounts)




•
 
if we sum these equations we obtain x.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
sum to

 )
 — 

‹technical›

 (of two or more amounts) add up to a specified total




•
 
these additional probabilities must sum to 1.














III.
 
phrases





in sum






to sum up; in summary




•
 
this interpretation does little, in sum, to add to our understanding.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
sum up





a.
 
give a brief summary of something




•
 
Gerard will open the debate and I will sum up.










b.
 


[Law]

 (of a judge) review the evidence at the end of a case, and direct the jury regarding points of law.









2.
 
sum someone/something up






express a concise idea of the nature or character of a person or thing




•
 
selfish—that summed her up.





















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
summa

 ‘main part, sum total,’ feminine of 
summus

 ‘highest.’





sumac

 
/ˈso͞omak ˈSHo͞oˌmak /

 
sumach





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree of the cashew family, with compound leaves, fruits in conical clusters, and bright autumn colors.

[Genera 
Rhus

 and 
Cotinus

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 : several species, including the North American 
staghorn sumac

 (
R. typhina

 ), with densely clustered reddish hairy fruits, and 
poison sumac

 (
R. vernix

 ), with loosely clustered greenish-white fruits. Touching any part of the poison sumac can cause severe dermatitis.]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting the dried and ground leaves of 
R. coriaria

 used in tanning and dyeing): from Old French 
sumac

 or medieval Latin 
sumac(h

 ), from Arabic 
summāḳ

 .





Sumatra

 
/səˈmätrə/






a large island in Indonesia, southwest of the Malay Peninsula, from which it is separated by the Strait of Malacca; chief city, Medan.









Sumatran

 
/səˈmätrən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Indonesian island of Sumatra




•
 
the aircraft's route took it over the sea and Sumatran jungle.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Indonesian island of Sumatra




•
 
Sumatrans have been heavily reliant on ground and sea transportation.



















Sumatran rhinoceros

 
/səˌmätrən rīˈnäs(ə)rəs/






noun




a rare hairy two-horned rhinoceros found in montane rain forests from Malaysia to Borneo.

[
Dicerorhinus sumatrensis

 , family 
Rhinocerotidae

 .]













sumatriptan

 
/ˌso͞oməˈtripˌtan, -tən/






noun




a serotonin-agonist drug used for the acute treatment of migraines.














Sumba

 
/ˈso͞ombə/






an island of the Lesser Sunda group in Indonesia, south of the islands of Flores and Sumbawa; chief town, Waingapu.

Also called Sandalwood Island
 .









Sumbawa

 
/so͞omˈbäwə/






an island in the Lesser Sunda group in Indonesia, situated between the islands of Lombok and Flores.










Sumer

 
/ˈso͞omər/






an ancient region in southwestern Asia, in present-day Iraq, comprising the southern part of Mesopotamia. From the 4th millennium 
BC

 it was the site of city states that became part of ancient Babylonia.









Sumerian

 
/səˈmerēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Sumer, its ancient language, or the early, non-Semitic element it contributed to Babylonian civilization.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the indigenous non-Semitic people of ancient Babylonia.




2.
 
the Sumerian language.

The Sumerians had one of the oldest known written languages, whose relationship to any other language is unclear. Theirs is the first historically attested civilization, and they invented cuneiform writing, the sexagesimal system of mathematics, and the sociopolitical institution of the city state. Their art, literature, and theology had a profound influence long after their demise 
c.

 2000 
BC

 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
sumérien

 , from Sumer
 .






Sumgait

 
/ˌso͞omɡäˈēt/






Russian name for Sumqayit
 .










sumi

 
/ˈso͞omē/





I.
 
noun




a type of black Japanese ink prepared in solid sticks and used for painting and writing.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Japanese, literally ‘ink, blacking.’





sumi-e

 
/ˈso͞omē e/





I.
 
noun




Japanese ink painting using sumi.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from sumi
 + Japanese 
e

 ‘painting.’





summa

 
/ˈsəmə, ˈso͝omə/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a summary of a subject.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘sum total’ (a sense reflected in Middle English).





summa cum laude

 
/ˌso͝omə ko͝om ˈloudā/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 with the highest distinction


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
he graduated summa cum laude




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
three scientific degrees, all summa cum laude.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘with highest praise.’





summand

 
/ˈsəmand, səˈmand/





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a quantity to be added to another.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
summandus

 ‘to be added,’ gerundive of 
summare

 .





summarily

 
/səˈmerəlē/






adverb




in a summary manner; without the customary formalities




•
 
she was summarily dismissed.



















summarize

 
/ˈsəməˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a brief statement of the main points of (something)




•
 
these results can be summarized in the following table




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
to summarize, there are three main categories.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
summarization

 
/ˌsəməriˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
summarizer






noun





















summary

 
/ˈsəmərē/





I.
 
noun




a brief statement or account of the main points of something




•
 
a summary of Chapter Three.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
dispensing with needless details or formalities; brief




•
 
summary financial statements.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a judicial process) conducted without the customary legal formalities




•
 
summary arrest.










3.
 
(of a conviction) made by a judge or magistrate without a jury.








III.
 
phrases





in summary






in short




•
 
in summary, there is no clear case for one tax system compared to another.


















IV.
 
derivatives





summariness

 
/səˈmerēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin 
summarius

 , from 
summa

 ‘sum total’ (see sum
 ).





summation

 
/səˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of adding things together




•
 
the summation of numbers of small pieces of evidence.










2.
 
a sum total of things added together.




3.
 
the process of summing something up




•
 
these will need summation in a single document.










4.
 
a summary.




5.
 


[Law]

 an attorney's closing speech at the conclusion of the giving of evidence.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
summational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
summative

 
/ˈsəmətiv /






adjective






















summer1


 
/ˈsəmər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the warmest season of the year, in the northern hemisphere from June to August and in the southern hemisphere from December to February




•
 
the plant flowers in late summer




•
 
a long hot summer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
summer vacation




•
 


‹figurative›

 the golden summer of her life.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the period from the summer solstice to the autumnal equinox.




3.
 
(
summers

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 years, especially of a person's age




•
 
a girl of sixteen or seventeen summers.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend the summer in a particular place




•
 
well over 100 birds summered there in 1976.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pasture (cattle) for the summer.








III.
 
derivatives





summery

 
/ˈsəmərē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sumor

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zomer

 , German 
Sommer

 , also to Sanskrit 
samā

 ‘year.’






summer2


 
/ˈsəmər /

 
summertree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a horizontal bearing beam, especially one supporting joists or rafters.




2.
 
a capstone that supports an arch or lintel.




3.
 
a lintel.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
somier

 ‘packhorse,’ from late Latin 
sagmarius

 , from Greek 
sagma

 ‘packsaddle.’





summer camp

 
/ˈˌsəmər ˈˌkamp/






noun




a camp providing recreational and athletic facilities for children during the summer vacation period.














summer cypress






noun




another term for kochia
 .













summerhouse

 
/ˈsəmərˌhous /

 
summer house






noun



1.
 
a small, typically rustic building in a garden or park, used for sitting in during the summer months.




2.
 
(usu. 
summer house

 )
 — a cottage or house use as a second residence, especially during the summer.













Summer Palace






a palace (now in ruins) of the former Chinese emperors near Beijing.









summersault

 
/ˈsəmərˌsôlt/






noun, verb




archaic spelling of somersault
 .













summer sausage

 
/ˈsəmər ˌsôsij ˈsəmər ˌsäsij/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a type of hard dried and smoked sausage that is similar to salami in preparation and can be kept without refrigeration.













summer school

 
/ˈsəmər ˌsko͞ol/






noun




courses held during school summer vacations, taken for remedial purposes, as part of an academic program, or for professional or personal purposes.














summer solstice

 
/ˈsəmər ˈsälstəs ˈsōlstəs/






noun



1.
 
the solstice that marks the onset of summer, at the time of the longest day, about June 21 in the northern hemisphere and December 22 in the southern hemisphere.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the solstice in June.













summer squash

 
/ˈsəmər skwäSH skwôSH/






noun




a squash that is eaten before the seeds and rind have hardened. Unlike winter squash, summer squash does not keep well.

[Cultivars of 
Cucurbita pepo

 var. 
melopepo

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]













summer stock






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 theatrical productions by a repertory company organized for the summer season, especially at vacation resorts or in a suburban area.













summer tanager






noun




a tanager (bird), the adult male of which is rosy red, and which is a common summer visitor in the central and southern US.

[
Piranga rubra

 .]













summertime

 
/ˈsəmərˌtīm/






noun




the season or period of summer




•
 
in summertime trains run every ten minutes.



















Summerville

 
/ˈsəmərˌvil/






a city in southeastern South Carolina, northwest of North Charleston; pop. 45,193 (est. 2008).









summer-weight

 
/ˈsəmərˌwāt/






adjective




(of clothes) made of light fabric and therefore cool to wear.













summing-up

 
/ˌsəmiNGˈəp/






noun




a restatement of the main points of an argument, case, etc.













summit

 
/ˈsəmət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the highest point of a hill or mountain.




2.
 
the highest attainable level of achievement




•
 
the dramas are considered to form one of the summits of world literature.










3.
 
a meeting between heads of government


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a summit conference.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reach the summit of (a mountain or hill)




•
 
in 2013, 658 climbers summited Everest




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they started climbing at 3:45 a.m. and summited at 8:45 p.m.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘top part’): from Old French 
somete

 , from 
som

 ‘top,’ from Latin 
summum

 , neuter of 
summus

 ‘highest.’





summiteer

 
/ˌsəməˈtir/






noun




a participant in a meeting between heads of government.














summon

 
/ˈsəmən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
authoritatively or urgently call on (someone) to be present, especially as a defendant or witness in a law court




•
 
the pope summoned Anselm to Rome.










2.
 
urgently demand (help)




•
 
she summoned medical assistance.










3.
 
call people to attend (a meeting)




•
 
he summoned a meeting of head delegates.










4.
 
bring to the surface (a particular quality or reaction) from within oneself




•
 
she managed to 
summon up

 a smile.










5.
 
(
summon something up

 )
 — call an image to mind




•
 
names that summon up images of far-off places.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
summonable






adjective













2.
 
summoner

 
/ˈsəmənər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
somondre

 , from Latin 
summonere

 ‘give a hint,’ later ‘call, summon,’ from 
sub-

 ‘secretly’ + 
monere

 ‘warn.’





summons

 
/ˈsəmənz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an order to appear before a judge or magistrate, or the writ containing it




•
 
a summons for nonpayment of a parking ticket.










2.
 
an authoritative or urgent call to someone to be present or to do something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
they might receive a summons to fly to France next day.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Law]

 serve (someone) with a summons


[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he has been summonsed to appear in court next month.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sumunse

 , from an alteration of Latin 
summonita

 , feminine past participle of 
summonere

 (see summon
 ).





summum bonum

 
/ˌso͝oməm ˈbōnəm/





I.
 
noun




the highest good, especially as the ultimate goal according to which values and priorities are established in an ethical system.











– origin

 Latin.






sumo

 
/ˈso͞omō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
sumo wrestling

 )
 — a Japanese form of heavyweight wrestling, in which a wrestler wins a bout by forcing his opponent outside a marked circle or by making him touch the ground with any part of his body except the soles of his feet.




2.
 
(also 
sumo wrestler

 )
 — a person who participates in sumo wrestling.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Japanese 
sūmo

 .





sump

 
/səmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pit or hollow in which liquid collects, in particular




2.
 
the base of an internal combustion engine, which serves as a reservoir of oil for the lubrication system.




3.
 
a depression in the floor of a mine or basement in which water collects.




4.
 
a cesspool.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘marsh’): from Middle Dutch or Low German 
sump

 , or (in the mining sense) from German 
Sumpf

 ; related to swamp
 .





sumpter

 
/ˈsəm(p)tər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a pack animal.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sommetier

 , via late Latin from Greek 
sagma

 , 
sagmat-

 ‘packsaddle’; compare with summer
 2
 .






sumptuary

 
/ˈsəm(p)(t)SHəˌwerē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 relating to or denoting laws that limit private expenditure on food and personal items.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
sumptuarius

 , from 
sumptus

 ‘cost, expenditure,’ from 
sumere

 ‘take.’





sumptuous

 
/ˈsəm(p)(t)SH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective




splendid and expensive-looking




•
 
the banquet was a sumptuous, luxurious meal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sumptuosity

 
/ˌsəm(p)CHo͞oˈäsitē /






noun













2.
 
sumptuously

 
/ˈsəm(p)(t)SHo͞oəslē /






adverb













3.
 
sumptuousness

 
/ˈsəm(p)(t)SHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘made or produced at great cost’): from Old French 
somptueux

 , from Latin 
sumptuosus

 , from 
sumptus

 ‘expenditure’ (see sumptuary
 ).






Sumqayit

 
/ˌso͞omɡäˈ(y)ēt/






an industrial city in eastern Azerbaijan, on the Caspian Sea; pop. 299,700 (est. 2008).

Russian name Sumgait
 .









Sumter

 
/ˈsəmtər/






a commercial and industrial city in east central South Carolina; pop. 38,625 (est. 2008).









sum total

 
/səm ˈtōdl/






noun




another term for sum
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













Sumy

 
/ˈso͞omē/






an industrial city in northeastern Ukraine, near the border with Russia; pop. 273,900 (est. 2009).









sun

 
/sən/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
(
the sun

 or 
the Sun

 )
 — the star around which the earth orbits.




b.
 
any star in the universe similar to the sun, with or without planets.





The sun is the central body of the solar system. It provides the light and energy that sustains life on earth, and its position relative to the earth's axis determines the terrestrial seasons. The sun is a star of a type known as a G2 dwarf, a sphere of hydrogen and helium 870,000 miles (1.4 million km) in diameter that obtains its energy from nuclear fusion reactions in its interior, where the temperature is about 15 million°C. The surface is a little under 6,000°C.




2.
 
(usu. 
the sun

 )
 — the light or warmth received from the earth's sun




•
 
we sat outside in the sun.










3.
 


‹literary›

 a person or thing regarded as a source of glory or inspiration or understanding




•
 
the rhetoric faded before the sun of reality.










4.
 


‹literary›

 used with reference to someone's success or prosperity




•
 
the sun of the Plantagenets went down in clouds.










5.
 


‹literary›

 a day or a year




•
 
after going so many suns without food, I was sleeping.














II.
 
verb

 — (
sun oneself

 )


1.
 
sit or lie in the sun




•
 
Buzz could see Clare sunning herself on the terrace below.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — expose (something) to the sun, especially to warm or dry it




•
 
the birds are sunning their wings.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
against the sun








[Nautical]

 against the direction of the sun's apparent movement in the northern hemisphere; from right to left or counterclockwise.









2.
 
catch the sun






see catch
 .









3.
 
make hay while the sun shines






see hay
 1
 .









4.
 
on which the sun never sets






(of an empire) worldwide.

[applied in the 17th cent. to the Spanish dominions, later to the British Empire.]









5.
 
place in the sun






see place
 .









6.
 
shoot the sun








[Nautical]

 ascertain the altitude of the sun with a sextant in order to determine one's latitude.









7.
 
under the sun






on earth; in existence (used in expressions emphasizing the large number of something)




•
 
they exchanged views on every subject under the sun.















8.
 
with the sun








[Nautical]

 in the direction of the sun's apparent movement in the northern hemisphere; from left to right or clockwise.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sunlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
sunward

 
/ˈsənwərd /






adjective, adverb













3.
 
sunwards

 
/ˈsənwərdz /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
sunne

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zon

 and German 
Sonne

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
hēlios

 and Latin 
sol

 .





Sun.






abbreviation




Sunday.














sun-and-planet gear






noun




a system of gearwheels consisting of a central wheel (a 
sun gear

 or 
sun wheel

 ) around which one or more outer wheels (
planet gears

 or 
planet wheels

 ) travel.













sun-baked

 
/ˈsən ˌbākt/






adjective




(especially of the ground) exposed to the heat of the sun and therefore dry and hard.













sunbath

 
/ˈsənbaTH/






noun




a period of sunbathing




•
 
an upstairs deck on which you could 
take a sunbath

 .



















sunbathe

 
/ˈsənˌbāT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sit or lie in the sun, especially to tan the skin


(as 
noun

 
sunbathing

 )


•
 
it was too hot for sunbathing.














II.
 
derivatives





sunbather

 
/ˈsənˌbāT͟Hər /






noun





















sunbeam

 
/ˈsənˌbēm/






noun




a ray of sunlight.













sun bear

 
Malayan sun bear






noun




a small mainly nocturnal bear that has a brownish-black coat with a light-colored mark on the chest, native to Southeast Asia.

[
Helarctos malayanus

 , family 
Ursidae

 .]













sunbelt

 
/ˈsənbelt /

 
sun belt






noun



1.
 
a strip of territory receiving a high amount of sunshine, especially:




2.
 
(
Sunbelt

 or 
Sun Belt

 )
 — the southern US from California to Florida, noted for resort areas and for the movement of businesses and population into these states from the colder northern states.













sunbird

 
/ˈsənbərd/






noun




a small, brightly colored Old World songbird with a long down-curved bill, feeding on nectar and resembling a hummingbird (but not able to hover).

[Family 
Nectariniidae

 : four genera, in particular 
Nectarinia

 , and numerous species.]













sunbittern

 
/ˈsənˌbidərn /

 
sun bittern





I.
 
noun




a tropical American wading bird with a long bill, neck, and legs, having mainly grayish plumage but showing chestnut and orange on the wings when they are spread in display.

[
Eurypyga helias

 , the only member of the family 
Eurypygidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because of the pattern on the spread wings, which resembles a sunset.





sunblock

 
/ˈsənˌbläk/






noun




a cream or lotion for protecting the skin from the sun and preventing sunburn.













sunbonnet

 
/ˈsənˌbänət/






noun




a close-fitting brimmed cotton hat that protects the head and neck from the sun, worn especially by infants and formerly by women.













sunburn

 
/ˈsənˌbərn/





I.
 
noun




reddening, inflammation, and, in severe cases, blistering and peeling of the skin caused by overexposure to the ultraviolet rays of the sun.








II.
 
verb

 — (
be sunburned

 )


1.
 
(of a person or bodily part) suffer from sunburn




•
 
most of us managed to get sunburnt.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
sunburned

 or 
sunburnt

 )
 — ruddy from exposure to the sun




•
 
a handsome sunburned face.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — suffer from sunburn




•
 
a complexion that sunburned easily.



















sunburst

 
/ˈsənˌbərst/






noun



1.
 
a sudden brief appearance of the full sun from behind clouds.




2.
 
a decoration or ornament resembling the sun and its rays


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a pair of sunburst diamond earrings.










3.
 
a pattern of irregular concentric bands of color with the brightest at the center.













sunchoke

 
/ˈsənˌCHōk/






noun




another term for Jerusalem artichoke
 .













Sun City






a retirement community in south central Arizona, northwest of Phoenix; pop. 38,309 (2000).









sundae

 
/ˈsənˌdā/





I.
 
noun




a dish of ice cream with added ingredients such as fruit, nuts, syrup, and whipped cream.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): perhaps an alteration of Sunday
 , either because the dish was made with ice cream left over from Sunday and sold cheaply on Monday, or because it was sold only on Sundays, a practice devised (according to some accounts) to circumvent Sunday legislation.





Sunda Islands

 
/ˈsəndə, ˈso͞on-/






a chain of islands in the southwestern part of the Malay Archipelago. They are divided into two groups: the 
Greater Sunda Islands

 , which include Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and Sulawesi, and the 
Lesser Sunda Islands

 , which lie to the east of Java and include Bali, Sumbawa, Flores, Sumba, and Timor.









sun dance

 
/sən dans/






noun




a dance performed by North American Plains Indians in honor of the sun and to prove bravery by overcoming pain.













Sundanese

 
/ˌsəndəˈnēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a mainly Muslim people of western Java.




2.
 
the Indonesian language of the Sundanese.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Sundanese or their language.











– origin

 from Sundanese 
Sunda

 , the western part of Java, + -ese
 .






Sunday

 
/ˈsəndā ˈsəndē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Monday and following Saturday, observed by Christians as a day of rest and religious worship and (together with Saturday) forming part of the weekend




•
 
they left town 
on Sunday






•
 
many people work on Sundays




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Sunday evening.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Sunday




•
 
the concert will be held Sunday.










2.
 
(
Sundays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Sundays; each Sunday




•
 
the program is repeated Sundays at 9 p.m.

















– origin

 Old English 
Sunnandæg

 ‘day of the sun,’ translation of Latin 
dies solis

 ; compare with Dutch 
zondag

 and German 
Sonntag

 . / Our names for days of the week are based on translations of Latin terms: days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, a category which at that time was considered to include the sun and moon (after which Monday
 was named).





Sunday best

 
/ˈˌsənˌdā ˈbest ˈsəndē ˈbest/






noun

 — (
one's Sunday best

 )


1.
 
a person's best clothes, worn to church or on special occasions.













Sunday driver

 
/ˈsənˌdā ˈsəndē ˈdrīvər/






noun




a person perceived as driving in an inexperienced or unskillful way, especially one who drives slowly.













Sunday-go-to-meeting

 
/ˌsəndēɡōtəˈmēdiNG/






adjective




(of a hat, clothes, etc.) suitable for going to church in.













Sunday punch






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a powerful or devastating punch or other attacking action.













Sunday school






noun




a class held on Sundays to teach children about their religion.













sun deck

 
/ˈsən ˌdek/






noun



1.
 
the deck, or part of a deck, of a yacht or cruise ship that is open to the sky.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a terrace or balcony positioned to catch the sun.














sunder

 
/ˈsəndər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 split apart




•
 
the crunch of bone when it is sundered.














II.
 
phrases





in sunder






apart or into pieces




•
 
hew their bones in sunder!





















– origin

 late Old English 
sundrian

 ; related to German 
sondern

 .





Sunderland

 
/ˈsəndərlənd/






an industrial city in northeastern England, a port at the mouth of the Wear River; pop. 171,300 (est. 2009).









sundew

 
/ˈsənd(y)o͞o/






noun




a small carnivorous plant of boggy places, with rosettes of leaves that bear sticky glandular hairs. These trap insects, which are then digested.

[Genus 
Drosera

 , family 
Droseraceae

 : many species, including the common European 
D. rotundifolia

 .]













sundial

 
/ˈsənˌdī(ə)l/






noun



1.
 
an instrument showing the time by the shadow of a pointer cast by the sun onto a plate marked with the hours of the day.




2.
 
(also 
sundial shell

 )
 — a mollusk with a flattened spiral shell that is typically patterned in shades of brown, living in tropical and subtropical seas.

[Family 
Architectonicidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]













sun disk






noun




(especially in ancient Egypt) a winged disk representing a sun god.














sun dog

 
/sən dôɡ /

 
sundog






noun




another term for parhelion
 .













sundown

 
/ˈsənˌdoun/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the time in the evening when the sun disappears or daylight fades.













sundowner

 
/ˈsənˌdounər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person with dementia who becomes increasingly irritable or difficult as the day progresses.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(Brit.)

 an alcoholic drink taken at sunset.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(Austral.)

 
‹dated›

 a tramp arriving at a sheep station in the evening under the pretense of seeking work, so as to obtain food and shelter.













sun-drenched

 
/ˈsəndren(t)SHt/






adjective




(of a place) receiving a great deal of sunlight




•
 
the sun-drenched beaches of Southern California.



















sundress

 
/ˈsənˌdres/






noun




a light, loose, sleeveless dress, typically having a wide neckline and thin shoulder straps.













sundrops

 
/ˈsəndräps/






noun




a day-flowering North American plant with yellow flowers, related to the evening primrose.

[Genera 
Oenothera

 and 
Calylophus

 , family 
Onagraceae

 .]













sundry

 
/ˈsəndrē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of various kinds; several




•
 
lemon rind and sundry herbs.














II.
 
plural noun

 — (
sundries

 )


1.
 
various items not important enough to be mentioned individually




•
 
a drugstore selling magazines, newspapers, and sundries.














III.
 
phrases





all and sundry






see all
 .















– origin

 Old English 
syndrig

 ‘distinct, separate’; related to sunder
 .





sun-dry

 
/ˈsəndrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
sun-dried

 )


1.
 
dry (something, especially food) in the sun, as opposed to using artificial heat




•
 
sun-dried tomatoes.



















sunfast

 
/ˈsənfast/






adjective






(US)

 (of a dye or fabric) not prone to fade in sunlight.













sunfish

 
/ˈsənˌfiSH/






noun



1.
 
a large deep-bodied marine fish of warm seas, with tall dorsal and anal fins near the rear of the body and a very short tail.

Also called mola
 . [Family 
Molidae

 : three genera and several species, in particular the very large 
ocean sunfish

 (
Mola mola

 ), also commonly called 
mola mola

 .]




2.
 
a nest-building freshwater fish that is native to North America and popular in aquariums, e.g., the pumpkinseed.

[Several genera and species in the family 
Centrarchidae

 (the 
sunfish family

 ). This family also includes sport fish such as the black basses, rock bass, bluegill, and crappies.]













sunflower

 
/ˈsənˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a tall North American plant of the daisy family, with very large golden-rayed flowers. Sunflowers are cultivated for their edible seeds, which are an important source of oil for cooking and margarine.

[
Helianthus annus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













sunflower seed






noun




the hard-shelled edible seed of a plant of the daisy family, yielding an oil used in cooking and margarine.













Sunflower State






a nickname for the state of Kansas
 .









sung

 
/səNG/






past participle of sing
 .









Sung

 
/so͝oNG /

 
Song






a dynasty that ruled in China 
AD

 960–1279. The period was marked by the first use of paper money and by advances in printing, firearms, shipbuilding, clockmaking, and medicine.









sunglasses

 
/ˈsənˌɡlasəz/






plural noun




glasses tinted to protect the eyes from sunlight or glare.













sun hat

 
/sən hat /

 
sunhat






noun




a broad-brimmed hat that protects the head and neck from the sun.













sunk

 
/səNGk/





I.
 
past and past participle of sink
 1
 .







usage:

 See usage at sink
 1
 .





sunken

 
/ˈsəNGkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having sunk or been submerged in water




•
 
the wreck of a sunken ship.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — at a lower level than the surrounding area




•
 
a sunken garden.










3.
 
(of a person's eyes or cheeks) deeply recessed, especially as a result of illness, hunger, or stress




•
 
her face was white, with sunken cheeks.

















– origin

 late Middle English: past participle of sink
 1
 .





sunk fence






noun




a ditch with one side formed by a wall or with a fence running along the bottom.













Sun King

 
/sən kiNG/






the nickname of Louis XIV of France (see Louis
 ).









sun-kissed

 
/ˈsən ˌkist/






adjective




made warm or brown by the sun




•
 
the sun-kissed resort of Acapulco




•
 
her sun-kissed shoulders.



















sunlamp

 
/ˈsənˌlamp/






noun



1.
 
a lamp emitting ultraviolet rays used as a substitute for sunlight, typically to produce an artificial suntan or in therapy.




2.
 
a large lamp with a parabolic reflector used in filmmaking.













sunless

 
/ˈsənləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without any sun




•
 
a sunless winter day.










2.
 
(of a place) receiving no sunlight




•
 
the windowless, sunless headquarters.














II.
 
derivatives





sunlessness






noun





















sunlight

 
/ˈsənˌlīt/






noun




light from the sun




•
 
a shaft of sunlight.



















sunlit

 
/ˈsənˌlit/






adjective




illuminated by direct light from the sun




•
 
clear sunlit waters.



















sunn

 
/sən /

 
sunn hemp





I.
 
noun




a hemplike fiber from southern Asia.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Urdu and Hindi 
san

 , from Sanskrit 
śaṇá

 ‘hempen.’





Sunna

 
/ˈsənə/





I.
 
noun




the traditional portion of Muslim law based on Muhammad's words or acts, accepted (together with the Koran) as authoritative by Muslims and followed particularly by Sunni Muslims.











– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘form, way, course, rule.’






Sunni

 
/ˈso͝onē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one of the two main branches of Islam, commonly described as orthodox, and differing from Shia in its understanding of the Sunna and in its acceptance of the first three caliphs.

Compare with Shia
 .




2.
 
a Muslim who adheres to the Sunni branch of Islam.








II.
 
derivatives





Sunnite

 
/ˈsəˌnīt /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from the Arabic for ‘an adherent of Sunna.’





Sunni Triangle






noun




an area of Iraq bounded roughly by Baghdad in the southeast, Ramadi in the southwest, and Tikrit in the north. It is predominantly Sunni and has been a focus of opposition to occupation forces.













sunny

 
/ˈsənē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bright with sunlight




•
 
a sunny day.










2.
 
(of a place) receiving much sunlight




•
 
find a sunny patch for the dahlia tubers.










3.
 
(of a person or their temperament) cheery and bright




•
 
he had a sunny disposition.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sunnily

 
/ˈsənəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sunniness






noun





















sunny side





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the side of something that receives the sun for longest




•
 
a well-known hotel on the sunny side of the island.










2.
 
the more cheerful or pleasant aspect of a state of affairs




•
 
he was fond of the sunny side of life.














II.
 
phrases





sunny side up








(N. Amer.)

 (of an egg) fried on one side only.

















Sunnyvale

 
/ˈsənēˌvāl/






a city in north central California, one of the technological centers of Silicon Valley; pop. 132,109 (est. 2008).









sun porch

 
/sən pôrCH /

 
sunporch






noun




another term for sunroom
 .













sunrise

 
/ˈsənˌrīz/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the time in the morning when the sun appears or full daylight arrives




•
 
an hour before sunrise.










2.
 
the colors and light visible in the sky on an occasion of the sun's first appearance in the morning, considered as a view or spectacle




•
 
a spectacular sunrise over the summit of the mountain.



















Sunrise

 
/ˈsənrīz/






a city in southeastern Florida, west of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 89,026 (est. 2008).









sunrise industry

 
/ˈsənˌrīz ˈindəstrē/






noun




a new and growing industry, especially in electronics or telecommunications.













sunroof

 
/ˈsənˌro͞of ˈsənˌro͝of/






noun




a panel in the roof of a car that can be opened for extra ventilation.














sunroom

 
/ˈsənˌro͞om ˈsənˌro͝om/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a room with large windows and sometimes a glass roof, designed to allow in a lot of sunlight.













sun salutation






noun




a series of yoga poses performed in a continuous flowing sequence and intended to improve the strength and flexibility of the muscles




•
 
I begin each day with a series of stretches and several sets of sun salutations.




















sunscald

 
/ˈsənskôld /

 
sun scald






noun




damage to plant tissue, especially bark or fruit, caused by exposure to excessive sunlight.













sunscreen

 
/ˈsənˌskrēn/






noun



1.
 
a cream or lotion rubbed onto the skin to protect it from the sun.




2.
 
an active ingredient in creams, lotions and other preparations for the skin.













sunseeker

 
/ˈsənsēkər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who enjoys spending time outside during warm weather, especially one who travels to a destination for its warmth and sun




•
 
thousands of sunseekers flocked to Britain's south coast on Sunday




•
 
many sunseekers are heading for popular Mediterranean destinations.



















sunset

 
/ˈsənˌset/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the time in the evening when the sun disappears or daylight fades




•
 
sunset was still a couple of hours away.










2.
 
the colors and light visible in the sky on an occasion of the sun's disappearance in the evening, considered as a view or spectacle




•
 
a blue and gold sunset.










3.
 
a period of decline, especially the last years of a person's life




•
 
the sunset of his life.



















Sunset Boulevard






a road that links the center of Los Angeles with the Pacific Ocean 30 miles (48 km) to the west. The eastern section between Fairfax Avenue and Beverly Hills is known as Sunset Strip.









sunset industry

 
/ˈsənˌset ˈindəstrē/






noun




an old and declining industry.













sunset law






noun






[Law]

 a law that automatically terminates a regulatory agency, board, or function of government on a certain date, unless renewed




•
 
in accordance with the state sunset law, the act sets the expiration date for the committee three years after the date of its creation.



















sunset provision






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a stipulation that an agency or program be disbanded or terminated at the end of a fixed period unless it is formally renewed.













sunshade

 
/ˈsənˌSHād/






noun




a parasol, awning, or other device giving protection from the sun.













sunshine

 
/ˈsənˌSHīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
direct sunlight unbroken by cloud, especially over a comparatively large area




•
 
we walked in the warm sunshine.










2.
 
cheerfulness; happiness




•
 
their colorful music can bring a ray of sunshine.














II.
 
derivatives





sunshiny






adjective





















sunshine law






noun






(US)

 a law requiring certain proceedings of government agencies to be open or available to the public.













Sunshine State






a nickname for the state of Florida
 .









sunspace

 
/ˈsənspās/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a room or area in a building having a glass roof and walls and intended to maximize the power of the sun's rays.














sun spider






noun




a fast-moving predatory arachnid with a pair of massive vertical pincers (chelicerae). Sun spiders live chiefly in warm deserts, many are active by day, and some grow to a large size.

[Order 
Solifugae

 (or 
Solpugida

 ).]













sunspot

 
/ˈsənˌspät/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a spot or patch appearing from time to time on the sun's surface, appearing dark by contrast with its surroundings.

Sunspots are regions of lower surface temperature and are believed to form where loops in the sun's magnetic field intersect the surface; an individual spot may persist for several weeks. The number of sunspots on the solar surface fluctuates according to a regular cycle, with times of maximum sunspot activity recurring every eleven years.













sunspot cycle






noun






[Astronomy]

 the recurring increase and decrease in the number of sunspots over a period averaging about eleven years




•
 
typically, around the end of each sunspot cycle, the sun's magnetic fields switch direction.



















sunstar

 
/ˈsənstär/






noun




a widely distributed starfish with a large number of arms.

[Genus 
Solaster

 , class 
Asteroidea

 .]













sunstone

 
/ˈsənstōn/






noun




a chatoyant gem consisting of feldspar, with a red or gold color.













sunstroke

 
/ˈsənˌstrōk/






noun




heatstroke brought about by excessive exposure to the sun.













sunsuit

 
/ˈsənso͞ot/






noun




a child's one- or two-piece suit of clothes, typically consisting of shorts and sleeveless top, worn in hot sunny weather.













suntan

 
/ˈsənˌtan/





I.
 
noun




a browning of skin caused by exposure to the sun




•
 
he had acquired quite a suntan.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
suntanned

 )


1.
 
expose to the sun in order to achieve a brown color




•
 
a suntanned face.



















suntan lotion






noun




a lotion rubbed onto the skin to protect it from the harmful effects of the sun




•
 
make sure to pack plenty of suntan lotion.



















sunup

 
/ˈsənˌəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the time in the morning when the sun appears or full daylight arrives




•
 
they worked from sunup to sundown.



















Sun Valley






a city in south central Idaho, a well-known winter sports resort; pop. 1,466 (est. 2008).









sun visor

 
/sən ˈvīzər/






noun




a small screen above a vehicle's windshield, attached by a hinge so that it can be lowered to protect the occupants' eyes from bright sunlight.














sunyata

 
/ˈSHo͞onyəˌtä, ˈso͞on-/






noun




variant of shunyata
 .













Sun Yat-sen

 
/ˌso͝on ˌyätˈsen /

 
Sun Yixian






(1866–1925), Chinese statesman; provisional president of the Republic of China 1911–12 and president of the Southern Chinese Republic 1923–25. He organized the Kuomintang force and established a secessionist government at Guangzhou.










Suomi

 
/so͞oˈōmē/






Finnish name for Finland
 .










sup1


 
/səp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 
‹dialect›

 take (drink or liquid food) by sips or spoonfuls




•
 
she 
supped up

 her soup delightedly




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was supping straight from the bottle.














II.
 
noun




a sip of liquid




•
 
he took another sup of wine.

















– origin

 Old English 
sūpan

 (verb), 
sūpa

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zuipen

 , German 
saufen

 ‘to drink.’






sup2


 
/səp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 eat supper




•
 
you'll 
sup on

 seafood delicacies.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
super

 , of Germanic origin; related to sup
 1
 .





sup.






abbreviation



1.
 
superior.




2.
 
superlative.




3.
 
supine.




4.
 
supplement.




5.
 
supplementary.




6.
 
supply.




7.
 
supra.













sup-






prefix




variant spelling of sub-
 assimilated before 
p

 (as in 
suppurate

 ).













Sup. Ct.






abbreviation



1.
 
Superior Court.




2.
 
Supreme Court.














super

 
/ˈso͞opər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 very good or pleasant; excellent




•
 
Julie was a super girl




•
 [as 
exclamation

 ]
 
You're both coming in? Super!










2.
 
(of a manufactured product) superfine




•
 
a super quality binder.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 especially; particularly




•
 
he's been super understanding.














III.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a superintendent.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 an extra, unwanted, or unimportant person; a supernumerary.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹theatrical slang›

 
‹dated›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an extra.




4.
 


‹informal›

 superphosphate.




5.
 


‹informal›

 superfine fabric or manufacture.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





super.






abbreviation



1.
 
superintendent.




2.
 
superior.














super-

 
/ˈso͞oːpər-/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
above; over; beyond




•
 
superlunary




•
 
superstructure.










2.
 
to a great or extreme degree




•
 
superabundant




•
 
supercool.










3.
 
extra large of its kind




•
 
supercontinent.










4.
 
having greater influence, capacity, etc., than another of its kind




•
 
superbike




•
 
superpower.










5.
 
of a higher kind (especially in names of classificatory divisions)




•
 
superfamily.

















– origin

 from Latin 
super-

 , from 
super

 ‘above, beyond.’





superable

 
/ˈso͞opərəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




able to be overcome.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
superabilis

 , from 
superare

 ‘overcome.’





superabound

 
/ˌso͞opərəˈbound/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 be very or too abundant




•
 
the capitalists do not need to combine when labor superabounds.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘be more abundant’): from late Latin 
superabundare

 (see super-
 , abound
 ).





superabundant

 
/ˌso͞opərəˈbəndənt/





I.
 
adjective




excessive in quantity; more than sufficient; overabundant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superabundance

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)rəˈbənd(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
superabundantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘very plentiful’): from late Latin 
superabundant-

 ‘abounding to excess,’ from the verb 
superabundare

 .





superacid

 
/ˈso͞opərˌasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a solution of a strong acid in a very acidic (usually nonaqueous) solvent, functioning as a powerful protonating agent.








II.
 
derivatives





superacidity

 
/ˌso͞opərəˈsiditē /






noun





















superadd

 
/ˌso͞opərˈad/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 add (something) to what has already been added


(as 
adj.

 
superadded

 )


•
 
the presence of superadded infection by bacteria.














II.
 
derivatives





superaddition

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)rəˈdiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
superaddere

 (see super-
 , add
 ).





superadiabatic

 
/ˌso͞opərˌādīəˈbatik, -ˌadēə-/






adjective






[chiefly Meteorology]

 relating to or denoting a temperature gradient which is steeper than that occurring in adiabatic conditions.













superalloy

 
/ˈso͞opərˌaloi/






noun




an alloy capable of withstanding high temperatures, high stresses, and often highly oxidizing atmospheres.













superannuate

 
/ˌso͞opərˈanyo͞oāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be superannuated

 )


1.
 
retire (someone) with a pension




•
 
his pilot's license was withdrawn and he was superannuated.














II.
 
derivatives





superannuable

 
/-ˈanyo͞oəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: back-formation from 
superannuated

 , from medieval Latin 
superannuatus

 , from Latin 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’





superannuated

 
/ˌso͞opərˈanyo͞oˌādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a position or employee) belonging to a superannuation plan




•
 
she is not superannuated and has no paid vacation.










2.
 
obsolete through age or new technological or intellectual developments




•
 
superannuated computing equipment.



















superannuation

 
/ˌso͞opərˌanyəˈwāSH(ə)n/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
regular payment made into a fund by an employee toward a future pension




•
 
a superannuation fund.










2.
 
a superannuation pension paid to a retired person.




3.
 
the process of superannuating an employee.













superb

 
/so͞oˈpərb/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
excellent




•
 
a superb performance.










2.
 
impressively splendid




•
 
a superb Egyptian statue of Osiris.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superbly

 
/so͞oˈpərblē səˈpərblē /






adverb













2.
 
superbness






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
superbus

 ‘proud, magnificent.’





Super Bowl

 
/ˈso͞opər ˌbōl/






noun






‹trademark›

 the National Football League championship game, played annually between the champions of the National and the American Football Conferences.













superbug

 
/ˈso͞opərˌbəɡ/






noun



1.
 
a bacterium that is useful in biotechnology, typically one that has been genetically engineered to enhance its usefulness for a particular purpose.




2.
 
a strain of bacteria that has become resistant to antibiotic drugs.




3.
 
an insect that is difficult to control or eradicate, especially because it has become immune to insecticides.













supercalender

 
/ˈso͞opərˌkaləndər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a highly glazed finish to (paper) by calendering it more than normally calendered paper


(as 
adj.

 
supercalendered

 )


•
 
a supercalendered art paper.



















supercalifragilisticexpialidocious

 
/ˌso͞opərˌkaləˌfrajəˌlistikˌekspēˌaləˈdōSHəs /

 
supercalifragilistic





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 extraordinarily good; wonderful




•
 
the only word to characterize Kepler's discoveries was ‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’




•
 
a supercalifragilistic day of fun.

















– origin

 1940s: apparently a fanciful formation based on super
 , popularized by the 1964 film 
Mary Poppins

 .





supercargo

 
/ˈso͞opərˌkärɡō/





I.
 
noun




a representative of the ship's owner on board a merchant ship, responsible for overseeing the cargo and its sale.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration of earlier 
supracargo

 , from Spanish 
sobrecargo

 , from 
sobre

 ‘over’ + 
cargo

 ‘cargo.’





supercede





I.
 
verb




variant spelling of supersede
 .











usage:

 The standard spelling is 
supersede

 , not 
supercede

 . The word is derived from the Latin verb 
supersedere

 but has been influenced by the presence of other words in English spelled with 
-cede

 , such as 
intercede

 and 
accede

 . The spelling 
supercede

 is recorded as early as the 16th century, but is still regarded as incorrect.





supercell

 
/ˈso͞opərˌsel/






noun






[Meteorology]

 a system producing severe thunderstorms and featuring rotating winds sustained by a prolonged updraft that may result in hail or tornadoes.













supercentenarian

 
/ˌso͞opərsentnˈerēən/






noun




a person significantly older than 100 years of age, typically one who has reached the age of 110.




•
 
the number of supercentenarians will rise rapidly over the next 25 years, according to official forecasts.



















supercharge

 
/ˈso͞opərˌCHärj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit or design (an internal combustion engine) with a supercharger


(as 
adj.

 
supercharged

 )


•
 
a supercharged 3.8-liter V6.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
supercharged

 )
 — supply with extra energy or power




•
 
a supercharged computer.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
supercharged

 )
 — having powerful emotional overtones or associations




•
 
his trademark supercharged hot-air statements.



















supercharger

 
/ˈso͞opərˌCHärjər/






noun




a device that increases the pressure of the fuel-air mixture in an internal combustion engine, used in order to achieve greater efficiency.













superciliary

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsilēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the eyebrow or the region over the eye.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
supercilium

 ‘eyebrow’ (from 
super-

 ‘above’ + 
cilium

 ‘eyelid’) + -ary
 1
 .





supercilious

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsilēəs/





I.
 
adjective




behaving or looking as though one thinks one is superior to others




•
 
a supercilious lady's maid.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superciliously

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsilēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
superciliousness

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsilēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
superciliosus

 ‘haughty,’ from 
supercilium

 ‘eyebrow.’





superclass

 
/ˈso͞opərˌklas/






noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks above class and below phylum.














supercluster

 
/ˈso͞opərˌkləstər/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a cluster of galaxies which themselves occur as clusters.













supercoil

 
/ˈso͞opərˌkoil /

 

‹Biochemistry›






I.
 
noun




another term for superhelix
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (a substance) into a superhelix


(as 
adj.

 
supercoiled

 )


•
 
a supercoiled circular DNA molecule.



















supercollider

 
/ˈso͞opərkəˌlīdər/






noun






[Physics]

 a collider in which superconducting magnets are used to accelerate particles to energies of millions of megavolts.













supercomputer

 
/ˈso͞opərkəmˌpyo͞odər/





I.
 
noun




a particularly powerful mainframe computer.








II.
 
derivatives





supercomputing

 
/ˈso͞opərkəmˌpyo͞odiNG /






noun





















superconductivity

 
/ˌso͞opərˌkändəkˈtivədē/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the property of zero electrical resistance in some substances at very low absolute temperatures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superconduct

 
/-kənˈdəkt /






verb













2.
 
superconducting

 
/ˌso͞opərk(ə)nˈdəktiNG /






adjective













3.
 
superconductive

 
/-kənˈdəktiv /






adjective





















superconductor

 
/ˈso͞opərkənˌdəktər/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a substance capable of becoming superconducting at sufficiently low temperatures.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a substance in the superconducting state.













superconscious

 
/ˌso͞opərˈkänSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




transcending human or normal consciousness




•
 
the superconscious, universal mind of God.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superconsciously






adverb













2.
 
superconsciousness






noun





















supercontinent

 
/ˈso͞opərˌkän(t)ənənt/






noun




each of several large landmasses (notably Pangaea, Gondwana, and Laurasia) thought to have divided to form the present continents in the geological past.














supercool

 
/ˌso͞opərˈko͞ol/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 cool (a liquid) below its freezing point without solidification or crystallization.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 
[Biology]

 (of a living organism) survive body temperatures below the freezing point of water.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 extremely attractive, impressive, or calm




•
 
the supercool tracks in this collection.



















supercritical

 
/ˌso͞opərˈkridək(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


[Physics]

 above a critical threshold, in particular




2.
 


[Physics]

 (in nuclear physics) containing or involving more than the critical mass.




3.
 


[Physics]

 (of a flow of fluid) faster than the speed at which waves travel in the fluid.




4.
 


[Physics]

 denoting an airfoil or aircraft wing designed to tolerate shock-wave formation at transonic speeds.




5.
 


[Physics]

 of, relating to, or denoting a fluid at a temperature and pressure greater than its critical temperature and pressure.













supercut

 
/ˈso͞opərˌkət/





I.
 
noun




a compilation of a large number of short video clips, typically showing examples of a repeated or clichéd action or phrase in films or broadcasts




•
 
a supercut of all of Woody Allen's stammers, clocking in at a whopping 45 minutes.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from super-
 + cut
 .





superdairy

 
/ˈso͞opərˌderē/






noun




another term for megadairy
 .













superdelegate

 
/ˈso͞opərˌdeləɡət/






noun






(US)

 (in the Democratic Party) an unelected delegate who is free to support any candidate for the presidential nomination at the party's national convention.













super-duper

 
/ˌso͞opərˈdo͞opər/






adjective






‹humorous›

 very good; marvelous




•
 
this new line of toys is super-duper.




















superego

 
/ˌso͞opərˈēɡō/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the part of a person's mind that acts as a self-critical conscience, reflecting social standards learned from parents and teachers.

Compare with ego
 and id
 .













superelevation

 
/ˌso͞opərˌeləˈvāSH(ə)n/






noun




the amount by which the outer edge of a curve on a road or railroad is banked above the inner edge.













supereminent

 
/ˌso͞opərˈemənənt/





I.
 
adjective




chiefly dated term for preeminent
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supereminence

 
/ˌso͞opərˈemənəns /






noun













2.
 
supereminently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
supereminent-

 ‘rising above,’ from the verb 
supereminere

 ‘rise above’ (see super-
 , eminent
 ).





supererogation

 
/ˌso͞opərˌerəˈɡāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the performance of more work than duty requires.








II.
 
phrases





works of supererogation






(in the Roman Catholic Church) actions believed to form a reserve fund of merit that can be drawn on by prayer in favor of sinners.












III.
 
derivatives





supererogatory

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)rəˈräɡəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from late Latin 
supererogatio(n-)

 , from 
supererogare

 ‘pay in addition,’ from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
erogare

 ‘pay out.’





superette

 
/ˌso͞opərˈet/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a small supermarket.











– origin

 1930s: from supermarket
 + -ette
 .





superfamily

 
/ˈso͞opərˌfam(ə)lē/






noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks above family and below order.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Linguistics]

 another term for phylum
 .













superfan

 
/ˈso͞opərfan/






noun




a person who has an extreme or obsessive admiration for a particular person or thing




•
 
repeat viewings from superfans could boost revenues




•
 
statistics bore everybody but the superfan.



















superfast

 
/ˈso͞opərfast/






adjective




extremely fast




•
 
a superfast broadband connection




•
 
superfast passenger trains




•
 
download speeds in Britain’s 50 biggest cities still aren’t superfast.



















superfecundation

 
/ˌso͞opərˌfekənˈdāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 another term for superfetation
 .














superfetation

 
/ˌso͞opərˌfēˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 the occurrence of a second conception during pregnancy, giving rise to embryos of different ages in the uterus.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 the accretion of one thing on another




•
 
the superfetation of ideas.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
superfétation

 or modern Latin 
superfetatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
superfetare

 , from 
super-

 ‘above’ + 
fetus

 ‘fetus.’





superficial

 
/ˌso͞opərˈfiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring at or on the surface




•
 
the building suffered only superficial damage.










2.
 
situated or occurring on the skin or immediately beneath it




•
 
the superficial muscle groups.










3.
 
appearing to be true or real only until examined more closely




•
 
the resemblance between the breeds is superficial.










4.
 
not thorough, deep, or complete; cursory




•
 
he had only the most superficial knowledge of foreign countries.










5.
 
not having or showing any depth of character or understanding




•
 
perhaps I was a superficial person.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superficiality

 
/ˌso͞opərˌfiSHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
superficialness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
superficialis

 , from Latin 
superficies

 (see superficies
 ).





superficially

 
/ˌso͞opərˈfiSHəlē/






adverb



1.
 
as to the outward appearance only; on the surface


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the theory is superficially attractive




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
superficially, they have little in common.










2.
 
not thoroughly or deeply




•
 
I understood the issue only superficially.










3.
 
at or on the surface or skin




•
 
he was superficially wounded in the neck.




















superficies

 
/ˌso͞opərˈfiSHēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a surface




•
 
the superficies of a sphere.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an outward part or appearance




•
 
the superficies of life.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, from 
super-

 ‘above’ + 
facies

 ‘face.’





superfine

 
/ˈso͞opərˌfīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of especially high quality




•
 
superfine upholstery.










2.
 
(of fibers or an instrument) very thin




•
 
superfine tweezers.










3.
 
consisting of especially small particles




•
 
superfine sugar.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘excessively elegant’): from super-
 ‘to a high degree’ + fine
 1
 .





superfine sugar






noun




finely granulated white sugar that dissolves quickly and is used in cold drinks and baking.













superfluidity

 
/ˌso͞opərˌflo͞oˈidədē/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the property of flowing without friction or viscosity, as in liquid helium below about 2.18 kelvins.








II.
 
derivatives





superfluid

 
/ˈso͞opərˌflo͞o(w)əd /






noun, adjective





















superfluity

 
/ˌso͞opərˈflo͞oədē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an unnecessarily or excessively large amount or number of something




•
 


a superfluity of

 unoccupied time.










2.
 
an unnecessary thing




•
 
they thought the garrison a superfluity.










3.
 
the state of being superfluous




•
 
servants who had nothing to do but to display their own superfluity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
superfluite

 , from late Latin 
superfluitas

 , from Latin 
superfluus

 ‘running over’ (see superfluous
 ).






superfluous

 
/so͞oˈpərflo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




unnecessary, especially through being more than enough




•
 
the purchaser should avoid asking for superfluous information.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superfluously

 
/so͞oˈpərflo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
superfluousness

 
/so͞oˈpərfləwəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
superfluus

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
fluere

 ‘to flow.’





superfly

 
/ˈso͞opərˌflī /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
adjective




(of clothing or a person's appearance) ostentatiously fashionable.








II.
 
noun




an ostentatious, self-confident person.











– origin

 1970s: the adjective from super-
 + fly
 3
 ; the noun from the name of a character in the blaxploitation film 
Superfly

 (1972).





superfood

 
/ˈso͞opərˌfo͞od/






noun




a nutrient-rich food considered to be especially beneficial for health and well-being




•
 
he touts broccoli sprouts and salmon as two of the most perfect superfoods.



















superfund

 
/ˈso͞opərˌfənd/






noun



1.
 
a fund established to finance a long-term, expensive project.




2.
 
(
Superfund

 )
 — a US federal government program designed to fund the cleanup of toxic wastes




•
 
billions have been spent on Superfund since 1980.



















super-G





I.
 
noun






[Skiing]

 a slalom race that is faster and has wider turns than a giant slalom




•
 
he broke his humerus in a fall during the super-G.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of super giant slalom
 .





supergalaxy

 
/ˈso͞opərˌɡaləksē/






noun




another term for supercluster
 .













supergene1


 
/ˈso͞opərˌjēn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 relating to or denoting the deposition or enrichment of mineral deposits by solutions moving downward through the rocks.













supergene2


 
/ˈso͞opərˌjēn/






noun






[Genetics]

 a group of closely linked genes, typically having related functions.













supergiant

 
/ˈso͞opərˌjīənt/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a very large star that is even brighter than a giant, often despite being relatively cool.














super giant slalom






noun






[Skiing]

 a slalom race that is faster and has wider turns than a giant slalom




•
 
the 28-year-old won the super giant slalom in 1 minute 28.72 seconds.



















superglue

 
/ˈso͞opərˌɡlo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a very strong quick-setting adhesive, based on cyanoacrylates or similar polymers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stick with superglue




•
 
he superglued his hands together.



















supergravity

 
/ˌso͞opərˈɡravədē/






noun






[Physics]

 gravity as described or predicted by a supersymmetric quantum field theory.













supergroup

 
/ˈso͞opərˌɡro͞op/






noun




an exceptionally successful rock group, in particular one formed by musicians already famous from playing in other groups.













superheat

 
/ˌso͞opərˈhēt /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
heat (a liquid) under pressure above its boiling point without vaporization.




2.
 
heat (a vapor) above its temperature of saturation.




3.
 
heat to a very high temperature.








II.
 
noun




the excess of temperature of a vapor above its temperature of saturation.








III.
 
derivatives





superheater

 
/ˈso͞opərˌhēdər /






noun





















superheavy

 
/ˌso͞opərˈhevē/






adjective






[Physics]

 relating to or denoting an element with an atomic mass or atomic number greater than those of the naturally occurring elements, especially one belonging to a group above atomic number 110 having proton/neutron ratios that in theory confer relatively long half-lives.














superhelix

 
/ˈso͞opərˌhēliks/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a helical structure formed from a number of protein or nucleic acid chains that are individually helical.








II.
 
derivatives





superhelical

 
/ˌso͞opərˈhelikəl, -ˈhēli- /






adjective





















superhero

 
/ˈso͞opərˌhirō/






noun




a benevolent fictional character with superhuman powers, such as Superman.













superhet

 
/ˈso͞opərˌhet/






noun






‹informal›

 short for superheterodyne
 .














superheterodyne

 
/ˌso͞opərˈhedərəˌdīn/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or using a system of radio and television reception in which the receiver produces a tunable signal that is combined with the incoming signal to produce a predetermined intermediate frequency, on which most of the amplification is formed.








II.
 
noun




a superheterodyne receiver.











– origin

 1920s: from supersonic
 + heterodyne
 .





superhighway

 
/ˌso͞opərˈhīwā ˈso͞opərˌhīwā/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an expressway.




2.
 
(also 
information superhighway

 )
 — an extensive electronic network such as the Internet, used for the rapid transfer of information such as sound, video, and graphics.













superhuman

 
/ˌso͞opərˈ(h)yo͞omən/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing exceptional ability or powers




•
 
the pilot made one last superhuman effort not to come down right on our heads.














II.
 
derivatives





superhumanly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
superhumanus

 (see super-
 , human
 ).





superhydrophobic

 
/ˌso͞opərhīdrəˈfōbik/





I.
 
adjective




repelling water to the degree that droplets do not flatten but roll off instead




•
 
superhydrophobic butterfly wings.














II.
 
derivatives





superhydrophobia

 
/-ˈfōbēə /






noun





















superimpose

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)rəmˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or lay (one thing) over another, typically so that both are still evident




•
 
the number will appear on the screen, 
superimposed on

 a flashing button




•
 (as 
adj.

 
superimposed

 )
 
different stone tools were found in superimposed layers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superimposable






adjective













2.
 
superimposition

 
/-ˌimpəˈziSHən /






noun





















superincumbent

 
/ˌso͞opərinˈkəmbənt/






adjective






‹literary›

 lying on something else




•
 
the crushing effect of the superincumbent masonry.



















superinduce

 
/ˌso͞opərinˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
introduce or induce in addition




•
 
both genes are known to be superinduced in fibroblasts by inhibition of protein synthesis.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
superinducere

 ‘cover over, bring from outside’ (see super-
 , induce
 ).





superinfection

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)rinˈfekSH(ə)n/






noun






[Medicine]

 infection occurring after or on top of an earlier infection, especially following treatment with broad-spectrum antibiotics.














superintend

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)r(ə)nˈtend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be responsible for the management or arrangement of (an activity or organization); oversee




•
 
he superintended a land reclamation program.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superintendence

 
/ˌso͞opər(ə)nˈtend(ə)ns /






noun













2.
 
superintendency

 
/-dənsē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
superintendere

 , translating Greek 
episkopein

 .





superintendent

 
/ˌso͞op(ə)r(ə)nˈtendənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who manages or superintends an organization or activity




•
 
the construction superintendent




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the superintendent registrar.










2.
 
a high-ranking official, especially the head of a large urban police department.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the caretaker of a building.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from ecclesiastical Latin 
superintendent-

 ‘overseeing,’ from the verb 
superintendere

 (see superintend
 ).






superior

 
/səˈpirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
higher in rank, status, or quality




•
 
a superior officer




•
 
it is 
superior to

 every other car on the road.










2.
 
of high standard or quality




•
 
superior malt whiskeys.










3.
 
greater in size or power




•
 
deploying superior force.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
superior to

 )
 — above yielding to or being influenced by




•
 
I felt superior to any accusation of anti-Semitism.










5.
 
having or showing an overly high opinion of oneself; supercilious




•
 
that girl was frightfully superior.










6.
 


[chiefly Anatomy]

 further above or out; higher in position.




7.
 
(of a letter, figure, or symbol) written or printed above the line.




8.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a planet) having an orbit further from the sun than the earth's.




9.
 


[Botany]

 (of the ovary of a flower) situated above the sepals and petals.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing superior to another in rank, status, or quality, especially a colleague in a higher position




•
 
obeying their superiors' orders.










2.
 
the head of a monastery or other religious institution.




3.
 


[Printing]

 a superior letter, figure, or symbol.








III.
 
derivatives





superiorly

 
/səˈpirēərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
superiour

 , from Latin 
superior

 , comparative of 
superus

 ‘that is above,’ from 
super

 ‘above.’





Superior

 
/səˈpirēər/






a port city in northwestern Wisconsin, on Lake Superior, adjacent to Duluth in Minnesota; pop. 26,223 (est. 2008).









Superior, Lake






the largest of the five Great Lakes of North America, on the border between Canada and the US. With an area of 31,800 square miles (82,350 sq km), it is the largest freshwater lake in the world.









superior conjunction






noun






[Astronomy]

 a conjunction of Mercury or Venus with the sun, when the planet and the earth are on opposite sides of the sun.













superior court

 
/səˈpirēər kôrt/






noun



1.
 


[Law]

 (in many states of the US) a court of appeals or a court of general jurisdiction.




2.
 


[Law]

 a court with general jurisdiction over other courts; a higher court.













superiority

 
/səˌpirēˈôrədē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being superior




•
 
an attempt to establish 
superiority over

 others




•
 
the allies have achieved air superiority.










2.
 
a supercilious manner or attitude




•
 
he attacked the media's smug superiority.



















superiority complex






noun




an attitude of superiority that conceals actual feelings of inferiority and failure.














superior planet






noun






[Astronomy]

 any of the planets (Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune) whose orbits are further from the sun than the Earth's.

Compare with inferior planet
 .













superius

 
/səˈpirēəs/





I.
 
noun




the highest voice part in early choral music; the cantus.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, neuter (used as a noun) of 
superior

 (see superior
 ).





superjacent

 
/ˌso͞opərˈjās(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 lying over or above something else; overlying.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
superjacent-

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
jacere

 ‘to lie.’






superlative

 
/səˈpərlədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the highest quality or degree




•
 
a superlative piece of skill.










2.
 


[Grammar]

 (of an adjective or adverb) expressing the highest or a very high degree of a quality (e.g., 
bravest

 , 
most fiercely

 ).

Contrasted with positive
 and comparative
 .








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a superlative adjective or adverb.




2.
 
(
the superlative

 )
 — the highest degree of comparison.




3.
 
(usu. 
superlatives

 )
 — an exaggerated or hyperbolical expression of praise




•
 
the critics ran out of superlatives to describe him.










4.
 
something or someone embodying excellence.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superlatively

 
/səˈpərlədivlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
he was superlatively fit



















2.
 
superlativeness

 
/səˈpərlədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
superlatif

 , 
-ive

 , from late Latin 
superlativus

 , from Latin 
superlatus

 ‘carried beyond,’ past participle of 
superferre

 .





superlattice

 
/ˈso͞opərˌladis/






noun






[Metallurgy]

 
[Physics]

 an ordered arrangement of certain atoms that occurs in a solid solution and which is superimposed on the solvent crystal lattice.













superluminal

 
/ˌso͞opərˈlo͞omənl/





I.
 
adjective






[Physics]

 denoting or having a speed greater than that of light.











– origin

 1950s: from super-
 ‘above’ + Latin 
lumen

 , 
lumin-

 ‘a light’ + -al
 .





superlunary

 
/ˌso͞opərˈlo͞onərē/





I.
 
adjective




belonging to a higher world; celestial.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
superlunaris

 (see super-
 , lunar
 ).





supermajority

 
/ˈso͞opərməˌjôritē, -ˌjär-/






noun




a number that is much more than half of a total, especially in a vote.














superman

 
/ˈso͞opərˌman/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 the ideal superior man of the future.

See Übermensch
 .




2.
 
(
a superman

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a man with exceptional physical or mental ability.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from super-
 ‘exceptional’ + man
 , coined by G. B. Shaw in imitation of German 
Übermensch

 (used by Nietzsche).






supermarket

 
/ˈso͞opərˌmärkət/






noun




a large self-service store selling foods and household goods.













supermassive

 
/ˌso͞opərˈmasiv/






adjective






[Astronomy]

 having a mass many times (typically between 106
 and 109
 times) that of the sun




•
 
a supermassive star.



















supermax

 
/ˈso͞opərˌmaks/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to an extremely high-security prison or part of a prison, intended for particularly dangerous prisoners.




•
 
most inmates earn their supermax sentence by how they behave in other parts of the prison system.














II.
 
noun




a supermax prison.











– origin

 1970s: shortened from 
super-maximum

 , i.e., ‘greater than the expected or conventional maximum.’





supermini

 
/ˈso͞opərˌminē /

 
superminicomputer






noun




a microcomputer with the speed, power, and capabilities of a mainframe.













supermodel

 
/ˈso͞opərˌmädl/






noun




a successful fashion model who has reached the status of a celebrity.













supermom

 
/ˈso͞opərˌmäm /

 


‹Brit.›

 supermum






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an exemplary or exceptional mother, especially one who successfully manages a home and brings up children while also having a full-time job




•
 
I'll be the first to admit that I am not supermom — I just can't do it all on my own.



















supermoon

 
/ˈso͞opərˌmo͞on/






noun




the phenomenon whereby the moon appears particularly large in the sky owing to the coincidence of its closest approach to the earth (the perigee) with a full (or new) moon




•
 
this year's supermoon will occur on June 23




•
 
in early May, a gleaming supermoon appeared.



















supernal

 
/səˈpərnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 of or relating to the sky or the heavens; celestial.




2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 of exceptional quality or extent




•
 
he is the supernal poet of our age




•
 
supernal erudition.














II.
 
derivatives





supernally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
supernalis

 , from Latin 
supernus

 , from 
super

 ‘above.’





supernatant

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnātnt /

 

‹technical›






I.
 
adjective




denoting the liquid lying above a solid residue after crystallization, precipitation, centrifugation, or other process.








II.
 
noun




a volume of supernatant liquid.













supernatural

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnaCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a manifestation or event) attributed to some force beyond scientific understanding or the laws of nature




•
 
a supernatural being.










2.
 
unnaturally or extraordinarily great




•
 
a woman of supernatural beauty.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the supernatural

 )


1.
 
manifestations or events considered to be of supernatural origin, such as ghosts.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supernaturalism

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnaCH(ə)rəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
supernaturalist

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnaCH(ə)rələst /






noun













3.
 
supernaturally

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnaCH(ə)rəlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the monster was supernaturally strong



























supernormal

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnôrməl/





I.
 
adjective




exceeding or beyond the normal; exceptional




•
 
a supernormal human.














II.
 
derivatives





supernormality

 
/-ˌnôrˈmalitē /






noun






















supernova

 
/ˌso͞opərˈnōvə/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a star that suddenly increases greatly in brightness because of a catastrophic explosion that ejects most of its mass.













supernumerary

 
/ˌso͞opərˈn(y)o͞oməˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
present in excess of the normal or requisite number, in particular




2.
 
(of a person) not belonging to a regular staff but engaged for extra work.




3.
 
not wanted or needed; redundant




•
 
books were obviously supernumerary, and he began jettisoning them.










4.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 denoting a structure or organ occurring in addition to the normal ones




•
 
a pair of supernumerary teats.










5.
 
(of an actor) appearing on stage but not speaking.








II.
 
noun




a supernumerary person or thing.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
supernumerarius

 ‘(soldier) added to a legion after it is complete,’ from Latin 
super numerum

 ‘beyond the number.’





superorder

 
/ˈso͞opərˌôrdər/






noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks above order and below class.













superordinate

 
/ˌso͞opərˈôrd(ə)nət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that represents a superior order or category within a system of classification




•
 
a pair of compatibles must have a common superordinate.










2.
 
a person who has authority over or control of another within an organization.




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 a word whose meaning includes the meaning of one or more other words




•
 
“bird” is the superordinate of “canary.”














II.
 
adjective




superior in status




•
 
senior staff's superordinate position.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from super-
 ‘above,’ on the pattern of 
subordinate

 .





superoxide

 
/ˌso͞opərˈäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing the anion O2
 −
 .













super PAC





I.
 
noun




a type of independent political action committee which may raise unlimited sums of money from corporations, unions, and individuals but is not permitted to contribute to or coordinate directly with parties or candidates




•
 
in the 2010 congressional races, super PACs spent over $60 million.

















– origin

 1980s (in the broader sense ‘a political action committee that is subject to less stringent restrictions on certain types of fundraising and expenditure’): from super-
 + PAC
 1
 .





superphosphate

 
/ˌso͞opərˈfäsfāt/






noun




a fertilizer made by treating phosphate rock with sulfuric or phosphoric acid.













superpipe

 
/ˈso͞opərˌpīp/






noun




a large snow-covered sloping channel with a U-shaped cross section, on which snowboarders or freestyle skiers perform aerial maneuvers




•
 
he soared to a record 24 feet above the superpipe.







Compare with halfpipe
 .













superplastic

 
/ˈso͞opərˌplastik /

 

‹Metallurgy›






I.
 
adjective




(of a metal or alloy) capable of extreme plastic extension under load.








II.
 
noun




a superplastic metal or alloy.








III.
 
derivatives





superplasticity

 
/ˌso͞opərplasˈtisitē /






noun





















superpose

 
/ˌso͞opərˈpōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place (something) on or above something else, especially so that they coincide


(as 
adj.

 
superposed

 )


•
 
a border of superposed triangles.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superposable






adjective













2.
 
superposition

 
/ˌso͞oərpəˈziSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
superposer

 , from 
super-

 ‘above’ + 
poser

 ‘to place.’





superpower

 
/ˈso͞opərˌpou(ə)r/






noun




a very powerful and influential nation (used especially with reference to the US and the former Soviet Union when these were perceived as the two most powerful nations in the world).













supersaturate

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsaCHəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 increase the concentration of (a solution) beyond saturation point.








II.
 
derivatives





supersaturation

 
/ˌso͞opərˌsaCHəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun





















superscalar

 
/ˌso͞opərˈskālər/






adjective




denoting a computer architecture where several instructions are loaded at once and, as far as possible, are executed simultaneously, shortening the time taken to run the whole program.













superscribe

 
/ˈso͞opərskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write or print (an inscription) at the top of or on the outside of a document




•
 
they had superscribed “Top Secret” across the cover page.










2.
 
write or print an inscription at the top of or on the outside of (a document)




•
 
he invariably will want to superscribe the memo with one of his banal mottoes.










3.
 
write or print (a letter, word, symbol, or line of writing or printing) above an existing letter, word, or line.








II.
 
derivatives





superscription

 
/ˌso͞opərˈskripSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
superscribere

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’





superscript

 
/ˈso͞opərˌskript/





I.
 
adjective




(of a letter, figure, or symbol) written or printed above the line.








II.
 
noun




a superscript letter, figure, or symbol.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as an adjective): from Latin 
superscriptus

 ‘written above,’ past participle of 
superscribere

 .






supersede

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsēd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take the place of (a person or thing previously in authority or use); supplant




•
 
the older models have now been superseded.














II.
 
derivatives





supersession

 
/ˌso͞opərˈseSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘postpone, defer’): from Old French 
superseder

 , from Latin 
supersedere

 ‘be superior to,’ from 
super-

 ‘above’ + 
sedere

 ‘sit.’ The current sense dates from the mid 17th cent. / 
usage:

 See usage at supercede
 .





superset

 
/ˈso͞opərˌset/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a set that includes another set or sets.













supersize

 
/ˈso͞opərˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce or serve (something) in a larger size




•
 
click here to supersize the picture.














II.
 
adjective




larger than average or standard sizes; extremely large




•
 
a pair of supersize sunglasses.



















supersoap

 
/ˈso͞opərˌsōp/






noun




a soap that contains a bactericide.














supersonic

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsänik/





I.
 
adjective




involving or denoting a speed greater than that of sound.








II.
 
derivatives





supersonically

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsänək(ə)lē /






adverb





















supersonics

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
another term for ultrasonics
 .













supersonic transport

 
SST






noun




a commercial jet capable of exceeding the speed of sound.













superspace

 
/ˈso͞opərˌspās/






noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 a concept of space-time in which points are defined by more than four coordinates.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a space of infinitely many dimensions postulated to contain actual space-time and all possible spaces.













superspreader

 
/ˈso͞opərˌspredər/






noun




a person infected with a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism who transmits it to an unusually large number of other people




•
 
a superspreader could turn a single laboratory infection into a potential pandemic.



















superstar

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstär/





I.
 
noun




a high-profile and extremely successful performer or athlete.








II.
 
derivatives





superstardom

 
/-dəm /






noun





















superstate

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstāt/






noun




a large and powerful state or union formed from a federation of nations




•
 
we are not advocates of a European superstate.



















superstation

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstāSH(ə)n/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a television station that broadcasts widely via cable or satellite.













superstition

 
/ˌso͞opərˈstiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessively credulous belief in and reverence for supernatural beings




•
 
he dismissed the ghost stories as mere superstition.










2.
 
a widely held but unjustified belief in supernatural causation leading to certain consequences of an action or event, or a practice based on such a belief




•
 
she touched her locket for luck, a superstition she had had since childhood.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
superstitio(n-)

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
stare

 ‘to stand’ (perhaps from the notion of “standing over” something in awe).





superstitious

 
/ˌso͞opərˈstiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a belief in superstitions




•
 
many superstitious beliefs and practices are connected with sneezing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
superstitiously

 
/ˌso͞opərˈstiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
superstitiousness

 
/-ˈstiSHəsnəs /






noun





















superstore

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstôr/






noun




a retail store, as a grocery store or bookstore, with more than the average amount of space and variety of stock.













superstorm

 
/ˈso͞opərstôrm/






noun




a powerful and destructive storm that affects an unusually large area.













superstratum

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstrādəm ˈso͞opərˌstradəm/






noun




an overlying stratum.













superstring

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstriNG/






noun






[Physics]

 a subatomic particle in a version of string theory that incorporates supersymmetry.













superstructure

 
/ˈso͞opərˌstrək(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a structure built on top of something else.




2.
 
the parts of a ship, other than masts and rigging, built above its hull and main deck.




3.
 
the part of a building above its foundations.




4.
 
a concept or idea based on others.




5.
 
(in Marxist theory) the institutions and culture considered to result from or reflect the economic system underlying a society.








II.
 
derivatives





superstructural

 
/ˌso͞opərˈstrəkCHərəl /






adjective





















supersymmetry

 
/ˌso͞opərˈsimitrē/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a very general type of mathematical symmetry that relates fermions and bosons.








II.
 
derivatives





supersymmetric

 
/-siˈmetrik /






adjective





















supertanker

 
/ˈso͞opərˌtaNGkər/






noun




a very large oil tanker, specifically one whose dead-weight capacity exceeds 75,000 tons.













supertax

 
/ˈso͞opərˌtaks/






noun




an additional tax on something already taxed.














supertitle

 
/ˈso͞opərˌtīdl /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
supertitles

 )


1.
 
a caption projected on a screen above the stage in an opera, translating the text being sung.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (an opera) with supertitles.













supertonic

 
/ˈso͞opərˌtänik/






noun






[Music]

 the second note of the diatonic scale of any key; the note above the tonic.













Super Tuesday






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a day on which several US states hold primary elections.













superuser

 
/ˈso͞opərˌyo͞ozər/






noun




a user of a computer system with special privileges needed to administer and maintain the system; a system administrator.













supervene

 
/ˌso͞opərˈvēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur later than a specified or implied event or action, typically in such a way as to change the situation


(as 
adj.

 
supervening

 )


•
 
any plan that is made is liable to be disrupted by supervening events.










2.
 


[Philosophy]

 (of a fact or property) be entailed by or consequent on the existence or establishment of another




•
 
the view that mental events 
supervene upon

 physical ones.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supervenient

 
/-ˈvēnyənt /






adjective













2.
 
supervention

 
/ˌso͞opərˈven(t)SH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
supervenire

 , from 
super-

 ‘in addition’ + 
venire

 ‘come.’





supervillain

 
/ˈso͞opəˌvilən/






noun




a fictional villain with superhuman powers




•
 
of course, a superhero film wouldn't be complete without a supervillain.



















supervise

 
/ˈso͞opərˌvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
observe and direct the execution of (a task, project, or activity)




•
 
the sergeant left to supervise the loading of the trucks.










2.
 
observe and direct the work of (someone)




•
 
nurses were supervised by a consulting psychiatrist.










3.
 
keep watch over (someone) in the interest of their or others' security




•
 
prisoners were supervised by two officers.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘survey, peruse’): from medieval Latin 
supervis-

 ‘surveyed, supervised,’ from 
supervidere

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
videre

 ‘to see.’





supervision

 
/ˌso͞opərˈviZH(ə)n/






noun




the action of supervising someone or something




•
 
students were 
under the supervision of

 the faculty member at all times.




•
 
she let them work without supervision.



















supervisor

 
/ˈso͞opərˌvīzər/





I.
 
noun




a person who supervises a person or an activity.








II.
 
derivatives





supervisory

 
/ˈˌso͞opərˈvīzərē /






adjective





















supervolcano

 
/ˈso͞opərvälˌkānō/






noun




an unusually large volcano having the potential to produce an eruption with major effects on the global climate and ecosystem




•
 
the possibility of a supervolcano erupting is terrifying, but the odds are fairly long against it happening in our lifetimes.



















supervoltage

 
/ˈso͞opərˌvōltij/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 a voltage in excess of 200 kV used in X-ray radiotherapy




•
 
supervoltage therapy.



















superwoman

 
/ˈso͞opərˌwo͝omən/






noun






‹informal›

 a woman with exceptional strength or ability, especially one who successfully manages a home, brings up children, and has a full-time job.














supinate

 
/ˈso͞opəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 turn or hold (a hand, foot, or limb) so that the palm or sole is facing upward or outward


(as 
adj.

 
supinated

 )


•
 
a supinated foot.







Compare with pronate
 .




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Anatomy]

 walk or run with most of the weight on the outside of the feet.








II.
 
derivatives





supination

 
/ˌso͞opəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (earlier (mid 17th cent.) as 
supination

 ): back-formation from 
supination

 , from Latin 
supinatio(n-)

 , from 
supinare

 ‘lay backward,’ from 
supinus

 (see supine
 ).





supinator

 
/ˈso͞opəˌnādər/






noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle whose contraction produces or assists in the supination of a limb or part of a limb.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a person who supinates when walking or running.














supine

 
/ˈso͞oˌpīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) lying face upward.




2.
 


‹technical›

 having the front or ventral part upward.




3.
 
(of the hand) with the palm upward.




4.
 
failing to act or protest as a result of moral weakness or indolence




•
 
supine in the face of racial injustice.














II.
 
noun




a Latin verbal noun used only in the accusative and ablative cases, especially to denote purpose (e.g., 
dictu

 in 
mirabile dictu

 “wonderful to relate”).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supinely






adverb













2.
 
supineness

 
/ˈso͞oˌpīnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: the adjective from Latin 
supinus

 ‘bent backward’ (related to 
super

 ‘above’); the noun from late Latin 
supinum

 , neuter of 
supinus

 .





supp.






abbreviation



1.
 
supplement.




2.
 
supplementary.














supper

 
/ˈsəpər/





I.
 
noun




an evening meal, typically a light or informal one




•
 
we had a delicious cold supper




•
 
I was sent to bed without any supper.














II.
 
phrases





sing for one's supper






earn a favor or benefit by providing a service in return




•
 
the cruise lecturers are academics singing for their supper.


















III.
 
derivatives





supperless

 
/ˈsəpərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
super

 ‘to sup’ (used as a noun) (see sup
 2
 ).





supper club

 
/ˈsəpər ˌkləb/






noun




a restaurant or nightclub serving suppers and usually providing entertainment.













suppl.






abbreviation



1.
 
supplement.




2.
 
supplementary.













supplant

 
/səˈplant/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supersede and replace




•
 
another discovery could supplant the original finding.














II.
 
derivatives





supplanter

 
/səˈplan(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
supplanter

 or Latin 
supplantare

 ‘trip up,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
planta

 ‘sole.’






supple

 
/ˈsəpəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
bending and moving easily and gracefully; flexible




•
 
her supple fingers




•
 


‹figurative›

 my mind is becoming more supple.










2.
 
not stiff or hard; easily manipulated




•
 
this body oil leaves your skin feeling deliciously supple.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make more flexible.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supplely

 
/ˈsəp(ə)lē /

 
supply






adverb













2.
 
suppleness

 
/ˈsəpəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
souple

 , from Latin 
supplex

 , 
supplic-

 ‘submissive,’ from 
sub-

 ‘under’ + 
placere

 ‘propitiate.’





supplejack

 
/ˈsəpəlejak/






noun




either of two New World twining plants.

[● a tall North American climber (
Berchemia scandens

 , family 
Rhamnaceae

 ). ● a plant of the Caribbean and tropical America (
Paullinia plumieri

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 ).]














supplement





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəpləmənt /



1.
 
something that completes or enhances something else when added to it




•
 
the handout is a 
supplement to

 the official manual.










2.
 
a substance taken to remedy the deficiencies in a person's diet




•
 
multivitamin supplements.










3.
 
a separate section, especially a color magazine, added to a newspaper or periodical.




4.
 


[Geometry]

 the amount by which an angle is less than 180°.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsəpləˌment ˈsəpləmənt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
add an extra element or amount to




•
 
she took the job to supplement her husband's income.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supplemental

 
/ˌsəpləˈmen(t)l /






adjective













2.
 
supplementally

 
/ˌsəpləˈmentl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
supplementation

 
/ˌsəpləˌmenˈtāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
supplementum

 , from 
supplere

 ‘fill up, complete’ (see supply
 1
 ).





supplementary

 
/ˌsəpləˈmen(t)ərē/





I.
 
adjective




completing or enhancing something




•
 
the center's work was to be seen as 
supplementary to

 orthodox treatment and not a substitute for it.














II.
 
noun




a supplementary person or thing.








III.
 
derivatives





supplementarily

 
/-ˌmenˈte(ə)rəlē /






adverb





















supplementary angle






noun






[Mathematics]

 either of two angles whose sum is 180°.













suppletion

 
/səˈplēSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Linguistics]

 the occurrence of an unrelated form to fill a gap in a conjugation (e.g., 
went

 as the past tense of 
go

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





suppletive

 
/səˈplēdiv ˈsəplədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
suppletio(n-)

 , from 
supplere

 ‘fill up, make full’ (see supply
 1
 ).





Supplex

 
/ˈsəpleks/






noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic stretchable fabric which is permeable to air and water vapor, used in sports and outdoor clothing.













suppliant

 
/ˈsəplēənt/





I.
 
noun




a person making a humble plea to someone in power or authority.








II.
 
adjective




making or expressing a plea, especially to someone in power or authority




•
 
their faces were suppliant.














III.
 
derivatives





suppliantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from French, ‘beseeching,’ present participle of 
supplier

 , from Latin 
supplicare

 (see supplicate
 ).






supplicate

 
/ˈsəpləˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
ask or beg for something earnestly or humbly


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
the plutocracy supplicated to be made peers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supplicant

 
/ˈsəplək(ə)nt /






adjective, noun













2.
 
supplicatory

 
/ˈsəpləkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
supplicat-

 ‘implored,’ from the verb 
supplicare

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
placere

 ‘propitiate.’





supplication

 
/ˌsəpləˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly




•
 
he fell to his knees in supplication.




















supply1


 
/səˈplī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something needed or wanted) available to someone; provide




•
 
the farm supplies apples to cider makers.










2.
 
provide (someone) with something needed or wanted




•
 
they struggled to 
supply

 the besieged island 
with

 aircraft.










3.
 
be adequate to satisfy (a requirement or demand)




•
 
the two reservoirs supply about 1% of the city's needs.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 take over (a place or role left by someone else)




•
 
when she died, no one could supply her place.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a stock of a resource from which a person or place can be provided with the necessary amount of that resource




•
 
there were fears that the drought would limit the exhibition's water supply.










2.
 
the action of providing what is needed or wanted




•
 
the deal involved the supply of forty fighter aircraft.










3.
 


[Economics]

 the amount of a good or service offered for sale.




4.
 
(
supplies

 )
 — the provisions and equipment necessary for an army or for people engaged in a particular project or expedition.




5.
 
(
supplies

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a grant of money by Parliament for the costs of government.




6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a person acting as a temporary substitute for another.




7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — providing necessary goods and equipment




•
 
a supply ship.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in short supply






not easily obtainable; scarce




•
 
he meant to go, but time and gas were in short supply.















2.
 
supply and demand






the amount of a commodity, product, or service available and the desire of buyers for it, considered as factors regulating its price




•
 
by the law of supply and demand the cost of health care will plummet.


















IV.
 
derivatives





supplier

 
/səˈplī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
soupleer

 , from Latin 
supplere

 ‘fill up,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
plere

 ‘fill.’ The early sense of the noun was ‘assistance, relief’ (chiefly a Scots use).





supply2


 
/ˈsəp(ə)lē/






adverb




variant spelling of supplely
 (see supple
 ).













supply chain

 
/səˈplī CHān/






noun




the sequence of processes involved in the production and distribution of a commodity.













supply-driven






adjective






[Economics]

 motivated or propelled by the aspect of the economy concerned with the production and distribution of goods and services




•
 
the industry's metamorphosis from a supply-driven market to one driven by demand will happen quickly




•
 
a supply-driven increase in the price of oil.



















support

 
/səˈpôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bear all or part of the weight of; hold up




•
 
the dome was supported by a hundred white columns.










2.
 
produce enough food and water for; be capable of sustaining




•
 
the land had lost its capacity to support life.










3.
 
be capable of fulfilling (a role) adequately




•
 
tutors gain practical experience that helps them support their tutoring role.










4.
 
endure; tolerate




•
 
at work during the day I could support the grief.










5.
 
give assistance to, especially financially; enable to function or act




•
 
the government gives $2.5 billion a year to support the activities of the voluntary sector.










6.
 
provide with a home and the necessities of life




•
 
my main concern was to support my family.










7.
 
give approval, comfort, or encouragement to




•
 
I like to visit her to support her




•
 
the proposal was supported by many delegates.










8.
 
suggest the truth of; corroborate




•
 
the studies support our findings.










9.
 
be actively interested in and concerned for the success of (a particular sports team).




10.
 
(as 
adj.

 
supporting

 )
 — (of an actor or a role) important in a play or film but subordinate to the leading parts.




11.
 
(of a pop or rock group or performer) function as a secondary act to (another) at a concert.




12.
 


[Computing]

 (of a computer or operating system) allow the use or operation of (a program, language, or device)




•
 
the new versions do not support the graphical user interface standard.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that bears the weight of something or keeps it upright




•
 
the best support for a camera is a tripod.










2.
 
the action or state of bearing the weight of something or someone or of being so supported




•
 
she clutched the sideboard for support.










3.
 
material assistance




•
 
he urged that military support be sent to protect humanitarian convoys




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
support staff.










4.
 
comfort and emotional help offered to someone in distress




•
 
she's been through a bad time and needs our support.










5.
 
approval and encouragement




•
 
the policies of reform enjoy widespread support.










6.
 
a secondary act at a pop or rock concert.




7.
 
technical help given to the user of a computer or other product.








III.
 
phrases





in support of





a.
 
giving assistance to




•
 
air operations in support of the land forces.










b.
 
showing approval of




•
 
the paper printed many letters in support of the government.










c.
 
attempting to promote or obtain




•
 
a strike in support of an 8.5% pay raise.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supportability

 
/səˌpôrtəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
supportable

 
/səˈpôrdəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘tolerate, put up with’): from Old French 
supporter

 , from Latin 
supportare

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
portare

 ‘carry.’





supporter

 
/səˈpôrdər/






noun



1.
 
a person who approves of and encourages someone or something (typically a public figure, a movement or party, or a policy)




•
 
Reagan supporters




•
 


supporters of

 the boycott.










2.
 
a person who is actively interested in and wishes success for a particular sports team.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a representation of an animal or other figure, typically one of a pair, holding up or standing beside an escutcheon.




4.
 
(in full 
athletic supporter

 )
 — another term for jockstrap
 .













support group

 
//






noun




a group of people with common experiences or concerns who provide each other with encouragement, comfort, and advice




•
 
a support group for gay teens.



















supportive

 
/səˈpôrdiv/





I.
 
adjective




providing encouragement or emotional help




•
 
the staff are extremely 
supportive of

 each other.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supportively

 
/səˈpôrdivlē /






adverb













2.
 
supportiveness

 
/səˈpôrdivnəs /






noun





















supportive therapy






noun




treatment designed to improve, reinforce, or sustain a patient's physiological well-being or psychological self-esteem and self-reliance.













support level






noun






[Stock Market]

 a low price level for a security or commodity below which prices do not ordinarily fall




•
 
silver traded down to the support level last week but managed to bounce back quite quickly.




















suppose

 
/səˈpōz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — assume that something is the case on the basis of evidence or probability but without proof or certain knowledge




•
 
I suppose I got there about half past eleven.










2.
 
used to make a reluctant or hesitant admission




•
 
I'm quite a good actress, I suppose.










3.
 
used to introduce a hypothesis and trace or ask about what follows from it




•
 
suppose he had been murdered—what then?










4.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — used to introduce a suggestion




•
 
suppose we leave this to the police.










5.
 
(of a theory or argument) assume or require that something is the case as a precondition




•
 
the procedure supposes that a will has already been proved




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the theory supposes a predisposition to interpret utterances.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — believe to exist or to possess a specified characteristic




•
 
he 
supposed

 the girl 
to be

 about twelve.










7.
 
(
be supposed to do something

 )
 — be required to do something because of the position one is in or an agreement one has made




•
 
I'm supposed to be meeting someone at the airport.










8.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — be forbidden to do something




•
 
I shouldn't have been in the kitchen—I'm not supposed to go in there.














II.
 
phrases





I suppose so






used to express hesitant or reluctant agreement.












III.
 
derivatives





supposable

 
/səˈpōzəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
supposer

 , from Latin 
supponere

 (from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
ponere

 ‘to place’), but influenced by Latin 
suppositus

 ‘set under’ and Old French 
poser

 ‘to place.’





supposed

 
/səˈpōzd səˈpōzəd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
generally assumed or believed to be the case, but not necessarily so




•
 
people admire their supposed industriousness.



















supposedly

 
/səˈpōzədlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
according to what is generally assumed or believed (often used to indicate that the speaker doubts the truth of the statement)




•
 
the ads are aimed at women, supposedly because they do the shopping.




















supposition

 
/ˌsəpəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




an uncertain belief




•
 
they were working on the supposition that his death was murder




•
 
their outrage was based on supposition and hearsay.














II.
 
derivatives





suppositional

 
/ˌsəpəˈziSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in scholastic logic): from Old French, or from late Latin 
suppositio(n-)

 (translating Greek 
hupothesis

 ‘hypothesis’), from the verb 
supponere

 (see suppose
 ).





suppositious

 
/ˌsəpəˈziSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




based on assumption rather than fact




•
 
most of the evidence is purely suppositious.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suppositiously






adverb













2.
 
suppositiousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘supposititious’): partly a contraction of supposititious
 , reinforced by supposition
 .






supposititious

 
/səˌpäzəˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




substituted for the real thing; not genuine




•
 
the supposititious heir to the throne.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supposititiously






adverb













2.
 
supposititiousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
supposititius

 (from 
supponere

 ‘to substitute’) + -ous
 .





suppository

 
/səˈpäzəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun




a solid medical preparation in a roughly conical or cylindrical shape, designed to be inserted into the rectum or vagina to dissolve.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
suppositorium

 , neuter (used as a noun) of late Latin 
suppositorius

 ‘placed underneath.’





suppress

 
/səˈpres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forcibly put an end to




•
 
the uprising was savagely suppressed.










2.
 
prevent the development, action, or expression of (a feeling, impulse, idea, etc.); restrain




•
 
she could not suppress a rising panic.










3.
 
prevent the dissemination of (information)




•
 
the report had been suppressed.










4.
 
prevent or inhibit (a process or reaction)




•
 
use of the drug suppressed the immune response.










5.
 
partly or wholly eliminate (electrical interference).




6.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 consciously inhibit (an unpleasant idea or memory) to avoid considering it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suppressible

 
/səˈpresəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
suppressive

 
/səˈpresiv /






adjective













3.
 
suppressor

 
/səˈpresər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
suppress-

 ‘pressed down,’ from the verb 
supprimere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘down’ + 
premere

 ‘to press.’





suppressant

 
/səˈpres(ə)nt/






noun




a drug or other substance that acts to suppress or restrain something




•
 
an appetite suppressant.



















suppression

 
/səˈpreSHən/






noun



1.
 
the action of suppressing something such as an activity or publication




•
 
the forcible suppression of campus protests.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 stoppage or reduction of a discharge or secretion.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the absence or nondevelopment of a part or organ that is normally present.




4.
 


[Genetics]

 the canceling of the effect of one mutation by a second mutation.




5.
 


[Psychology]

 the restraint or repression of an idea, activity, or reaction by something more powerful.




6.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the conscious inhibition of unacceptable memories, impulses, or desires.




7.
 
prevention of electrical interference.













suppressor cell

 
/səˈpresər ˌsel /

 
suppressor T cell






noun






[Physiology]

 a lymphocyte that can suppress antibody production by other lymphoid cells.













suppurate

 
/ˈsəpyəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undergo the formation of pus; fester.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suppuration

 
/ˌsəpyəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
suppurative

 
/ˈsəpyəˌrādiv ˈsəpyərədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cause to form pus’): based on Latin 
sub-

 ‘below’ + 
pus

 , 
pur-

 ‘pus.’





supr.






abbreviation



1.
 
superior.




2.
 
supreme.













supra

 
/ˈso͞oprə/





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 used in academic or legal texts to refer to someone or something mentioned above or earlier




•
 
the recent work by McAuslan and others (supra).

















– origin

 Latin.





supra-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
beyond; transcending




•
 
supranational.










2.
 
above




•
 
suprarenal.

















– origin

 from Latin 
supra

 ‘above, beyond, before in time.’





suprachiasmatic nucleus

 
/ˌso͞oprəˌkīəzˌmadik ˈn(y)o͞oklēəs/






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of a pair of small nuclei in the hypothalamus of the brain, above the optic chiasma, thought to be concerned with the regulation of physiological circadian rhythms.













supramolecular

 
/ˌso͞oprəməˈlekyələr/






adjective






[Biochemistry]

 relating to or denoting structures composed of several or many molecules.













supranational

 
/ˌso͞oprəˈnaSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




having power or influence that transcends national boundaries or governments




•
 
supranational law.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
supranationalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
supranationality

 
/-ˌnaSHəˈnalitē /






noun





















supraoptic

 
/ˌso͞oprəˈäptik/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated above the optic chiasma.













supraorbital

 
/ˌso͞oprəˈôrbədl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 situated above the orbit of the eye.













suprarenal

 
/ˌso͞oprəˈrēnl/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 another term for adrenal
 .













suprasegmental

 
/ˌso͞oprəˌseɡˈmen(t)l /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
adjective




denoting a feature of an utterance other than the consonantal and vocalic components, e.g., (in English) stress and intonation.








II.
 
noun




such a feature.













supremacist

 
/so͞oˈpreməsəst/





I.
 
noun




an advocate of the supremacy of a particular group, especially one determined by race or sex




•
 
a white supremacist.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or advocating supremacy of a particular group.








III.
 
derivatives





supremacism

 
/-ˌsizəm /






noun





















supremacy

 
/so͞oˈpreməsē/






noun




the state or condition of being superior to all others in authority, power, or status




•
 
the supremacy of the king.



















suprematism

 
/səˈpreməˌtizəm, so͞o-/





I.
 
noun




the Russian abstract art movement developed by Kazimir Malevich 
c.

 1915, characterized by simple geometric shapes and associated with ideas of spiritual purity.








II.
 
derivatives





suprematist






noun





















supreme

 
/so͞oˈprēm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of authority or an office, or someone holding it) superior to all others




•
 
a unified force with a supreme commander.










2.
 
strongest, most important, or most powerful




•
 
on the racetrack he 
reigned supreme

 .










3.
 
very great or intense; extreme




•
 
he was nerving himself for a supreme effort.










4.
 
(of a penalty or sacrifice) involving death




•
 
our comrades who made the supreme sacrifice.










5.
 
[
postpositive

 ]
 — used to indicate that someone or something is very good at or well known for a specified activity




•
 
here was the gift supreme.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rich cream sauce.




2.
 
a dish served in supreme sauce




•
 
chicken supreme.







[from French 
suprême

 .]








III.
 
phrases





the Supreme Being






a name for God.












IV.
 
derivatives





supremely

 
/səˈprēmlē so͞oˈprēmlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘highest’): from Latin 
supremus

 , superlative of 
superus

 ‘that is above,’ from 
super

 ‘above.’





Supreme Court






noun



1.
 
the highest judicial court in a country or state.




2.
 
(in full 
US Supreme Court

 )
 — the highest federal court in the US, consisting of nine justices and taking judicial precedence over all other courts in the nation.













Supreme Soviet

 
/səˈprēm so͞oˈprēm ˈsōvēət ˈsōvēˌet/






noun




the governing council of the former Soviet Union or one of its constituent republics. That of the Soviet Union was its highest legislative authority and was composed of two equal chambers: the Soviet of Union and the Soviet of Nationalities.













Supt.






abbreviation




Superintendent.













supvr.






abbreviation




supervisor.













sur.






abbreviation



1.
 
surface.




2.
 
surplus.














sur-1






I.
 
prefix




equivalent to super-
 (as in 
surcharge

 , 
surmount

 ).











– origin

 from French.





sur-2







prefix




variant spelling of sub-
 assimilated before 
r

 (as in 
surrogate

 ).













Sur, Point

 
/ˈsər/






see Big Sur
 .









sura

 
/ˈso͞orə /

 
surah





I.
 
noun




a chapter or section of the Koran.











– origin

 from Arabic 
sūra

 .





Surabaya

 
/ˌso͝orəˈbīə/






a seaport in Indonesia, on the northern coast of Java; pop. 2,336,800 (est. 2009). It is Indonesia's principal naval base and its second largest city.









surah

 
/ˈso͞orə/





I.
 
noun




a soft twilled silk fabric used in dressmaking.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: representing the French pronunciation of Surat
 , where it was originally made.





sural

 
/ˈso͞orəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the calf of the leg.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
suralis

 , from Latin 
sura

 ‘calf.’






Surat

 
/ˈso͝orˌat, so͝oˈrat/






a city in the state of Gujarat in western India, a port on the Tapti River near its mouth on the Gulf of Cambay; pop. 3,234,000 (est. 2009).









surcease

 
/sərˈsēs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 cessation




•
 
he teased us without surcease.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 relief or consolation




•
 
drugs are taken to provide surcease from intolerable psychic pain.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cease.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
sursis

 , past participle of Old French 
surseoir

 ‘refrain, delay,’ from Latin 
supersedere

 (see supersede
 ). The change in the ending was due to association with cease
 ; the noun dates from the late 16th cent.





surcharge

 
/ˈsərˌCHärj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an additional charge or payment




•
 
we guarantee that no surcharges will be added to the cost of your trip.










2.
 
a charge made by assessors as a penalty for false returns of taxable property.




3.
 
the showing of an omission in an account for which credit should have been given.




4.
 
a mark printed on a postage stamp changing its value.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exact an additional charge or payment from




•
 
retailers will be able to surcharge credit-card users.










2.
 
mark (a postage stamp) with a surcharge.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
surcharger

 (see sur-
 1
 , charge
 ). The early sense of the noun (late 15th cent.) was ‘excessive load.’





surcingle

 
/ˈsərˌsiNGɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a wide strap that runs over the back and under the belly of a horse, used to keep a blanket or other equipment in place.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
surcengle

 , based on 
cengle

 ‘girth,’ from Latin 
cingula

 , from 
cingere

 ‘gird.’





surcoat

 
/ˈsərˌkōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a loose robe worn over armor.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a sleeveless garment worn as part of the insignia of an order of knighthood.




3.
 


‹historical›

 an outer coat of rich material.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
surcot

 , from 
sur

 ‘over’ + 
cot

 ‘coat.’





surculose

 
/ˈsərkyəˌlōs, -ˌlōz/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 producing suckers.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
surculosus

 , from 
surculus

 ‘twig.’





surd

 
/sərd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number) irrational.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) uttered with the breath and not the voice (e.g., 
f

 , 
k

 , 
p

 , 
s

 , 
t

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a surd number, especially the irrational root of an integer.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 a surd consonant.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
surdus

 ‘deaf, mute’; as a mathematical term, translating Greek (Euclid) 
alogos

 ‘irrational, speechless,’ apparently via Arabic 
jiḏr aṣamm

 , literally ‘deaf root.’ The phonetics senses date from the mid 18th cent.






sure

 
/SHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 often with 
clause

 ]
 — confident in what one thinks or knows; having no doubt that one is right




•
 
I'm sure I've seen that dress before




•
 
she had to check her diary to be 
sure of

 the day of the week.










2.
 
(
sure of

 )
 — having a certain prospect or confident anticipation of




•
 
Ripken can be sure of a place in the Hall of Fame.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — certain to do something




•
 
it's sure to rain before morning.










4.
 
true beyond any doubt




•
 
what is sure is that learning is a complex business.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — able to be relied on or trusted




•
 
her neck was red—a sure sign of agitation.










6.
 
confident; assured




•
 
the drawings impress by their sure sense of rhythm.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 certainly (used for emphasis)




•
 
Texas sure was a great place to grow up.










2.
 
[as an 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used to show assent




•
 
“Are you serious?” “Sure.”














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be sure






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — do not fail (used to emphasize an invitation or instruction)


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
be sure to drop by




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
be sure that you know what is required.















2.
 
for sure








‹informal›

 without doubt




•
 
I can't say for sure what George really wanted.















3.
 
make sure





a.
 
[usu. with 
clause

 ]
 — establish that something is definitely so; confirm




•
 
go and make sure she's all right.










b.
 
ensure that something is done or happens




•
 
he made sure that his sons were well educated.















4.
 
sure enough








‹informal›

 used to introduce a statement that confirms something previously predicted




•
 
when X-rays were taken, sure enough, there was the needle.















5.
 
sure of oneself






very confident of one's own abilities or views




•
 
he's very sure of himself.















6.
 
sure thing





a.
 


‹informal›

 a certainty.




b.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 certainly; of course




•
 
“Can I watch?” “Sure thing.”















7.
 
to be sure





a.
 
used to concede the truth of something that conflicts with another point that one wishes to make




•
 
the ski runs are very limited, to be sure, but excellent for beginners.










b.
 
used for emphasis




•
 
what an extraordinary woman she was, to be sure.


















IV.
 
derivatives





sureness

 
/ˈSHo͝ornəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sur

 , from Latin 
securus

 ‘free from care.’





sure-fire

 
/ˈSHo͝o(ə)r ˈfī(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 certain to succeed




•
 
bad behavior is a sure-fire way of getting attention.




















sure-footed

 
/ˈSHo͝o(ə)r fo͝odəd /

 
surefooted





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unlikely to stumble or slip




•
 
tough, sure-footed ponies.










2.
 
confident and competent




•
 
the challenges of the 1990s demand a responsible and sure-footed government.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sure-footedly






adverb













2.
 
sure-footedness






noun





















surely

 
/ˈSHo͝orlē/






adverb



1.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to emphasize the speaker's firm belief that what they are saying is true and often their surprise that there is any doubt of this




•
 
if there is no will, then surely the house goes automatically to you.










2.
 
without doubt; certainly




•
 
if he did not heed the warning, he would surely die.










3.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 of course; yes




•
 
“You'll wait for me?” “Surely.”










4.
 
with assurance or confidence




•
 
no one knows how to move the economy quickly and surely in that direction.



















Sûreté

 
/so͞orˈtā /

 
Sûreté nationale





I.
 
the French police department of criminal investigation.







– origin

 French, literally ‘(National) Security.’





surety

 
/ˈSHo͝orədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who takes responsibility for another's performance of an undertaking, for example their appearing in court or the payment of a debt.




2.
 
money given to support an undertaking that someone will perform a duty, pay their debts, etc.; a guarantee




•
 
the judge granted bail with a surety of $500.










3.
 
the state of being sure or certain of something




•
 
I was enmeshed in the surety of my impending fatherhood.














II.
 
phrases





of (or for) a surety








‹archaic›

 for certain




•
 
who can tell that for a surety?


















III.
 
derivatives





suretyship

 
/ˈSHo͝orədēˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘something given to support an undertaking that someone will fulfill an obligation’): from Old French 
surte

 , from Latin 
securitas

 (see security
 ).





surf

 
/sərf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the mass or line of foam formed by waves breaking on a seashore or reef




•
 
the roar of the surf.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a spell of surfing




•
 
he went for an early surf.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stand or lie on a surfboard and ride on a wave toward the shore




•
 
learning to surf.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ride (a wave) toward the shore on a surfboard




•
 
he has built a career out of surfing big waves.










3.
 


‹informal›

 ride on the roof or outside of a fast-moving vehicle, typically a train, for excitement




•
 
he fell to his death while surfing on a 70 mph train.










4.
 
short for channel-surf
 .




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move from site to site on (the Internet).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surfer

 
/ˈsərfər /






noun













2.
 
surfy

 
/ˈsərfē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently from obsolete 
suff

 , of unknown origin, perhaps influenced by the spelling of 
surge

 .






surface

 
/ˈsərfəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the outside part or uppermost layer of something (often used when describing its texture, form, or extent)




•
 
the earth's surface




•
 
poor road surfaces.










2.
 
the level top of something




•
 
roll out the dough on a floured surface.










3.
 
(also 
surface area

 )
 — the area of such an outer part or uppermost layer




•
 
the surface area of a cube.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the upper limit of a body of liquid




•
 
fish floating on the surface of the water.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — what is apparent on a casual view or consideration of someone or something, especially as distinct from feelings or qualities that are not immediately obvious




•
 
Tom was a womanizer, but on the surface he remained respectable




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
we need to go beyond surface appearances.










6.
 


[Geometry]

 a continuous set of points that has length and breadth but no thickness.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of, relating to, or occurring on the upper or outer part of something




•
 
surface workers at the copper mines.










2.
 
denoting ships that travel on the surface of the water as distinct from submarines




•
 
the surface fleet.










3.
 
carried by or denoting transportation by sea or overland as contrasted with by air




•
 
surface mail.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — rise or come up to the surface of the water or the ground




•
 
he surfaced from his dive.










2.
 
come to people's attention; become apparent




•
 
the quarrel first surfaced two years ago.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) appear after having been asleep




•
 
it was almost noon before Anthony surfaced.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be surfaced

 )
 — provide (something, especially a road) with a particular upper or outer layer




•
 
a small path surfaced with terra-cotta tiles.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surfaced






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a smooth-surfaced cylinder



















2.
 
surfacer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French (see sur-
 1
 , face
 ), suggested by Latin 
superficies

 .





surface-active

 
/ˈsərfəsˌaktiv/






adjective




(of a substance, such as a detergent) tending to reduce the surface tension of a liquid in which it is dissolved.













surface boundary layer






noun






[Meteorology]

 the lowest layer of the earth's atmosphere extending to about one kilometer. Winds within it are affected by friction with the earth's surface.













surface chemistry






noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with the processes occurring at interfaces between phases, especially that between liquid and gas.













surface-mount

 
/ˈsərfəsˌmount/






adjective




(of an electronic component) having leads that are designed to be soldered on the side of a circuit board that the body of the component is mounted on.













surface noise

 
/ˈsərfəs noiz/






noun




extraneous noise in playing a phonograph record, caused by imperfections in the grooves or in the pickup system.














surface structure






noun




(in generative grammar) the structure of a well-formed phrase or sentence in a language, as opposed to its underlying abstract representation.

Contrasted with deep structure
 .













surface tension

 
/ˈsərfəs ˈtenSHən/






noun




the tension of the surface film of a liquid caused by the attraction of the particles in the surface layer by the bulk of the liquid, which tends to minimize surface area.













surface-to-air

 
/ˈˌsərfəs tə ˈe(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a missile) designed to be fired from the ground or a vessel at an aircraft.













surface-to-surface

 
/ˈˌsərfəs tə ˈsərfəs/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a missile) designed to be fired from one point on the ground or a vessel at another such point or vessel.













surface water






noun



1.
 
water that collects on the surface of the ground.




2.
 
(also 
surface waters

 )
 — the top layer of a body of water




•
 
the surface water of a pond or lake.



















surfactant

 
/sərˈfaktənt/





I.
 
noun




a substance that tends to reduce the surface tension of a liquid in which it is dissolved.











– origin

 1950s: from 
surf(ace)-act(ive)

 + -ant
 .





surfbird

 
/ˈsərfbərd/






noun




a small migratory wader of the sandpiper family, with mainly dark gray plumage and a short bill and legs, breeding in Alaska.

[
Aphriza virgata

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]













surfboard

 
/ˈsərfbôrd/






noun




a long, narrow streamlined board used in surfing.













surfboarding

 
/ˈsərfˌbôrdiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of riding a wave towards the shore while standing or lying on a surfboard; surfing




•
 
after a day of surfboarding, he suffered severe low back pain.



















surfcasting

 
/ˈsərfˌkastiNG/





I.
 
noun




fishing by casting a line into the sea from the shore or near the shore.








II.
 
derivatives





surfcaster

 
/-ˌkastər /






noun





















surfeit

 
/ˈsərfət/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an excessive amount of something




•
 
a surfeit of food and drink.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 an illness caused or regarded as being caused by excessive eating or drinking




•
 
he died of a surfeit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be surfeited with

 )


1.
 
cause (someone) to desire no more of something as a result of having consumed or done it to excess




•
 
I am surfeited with shopping.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 consume too much of something




•
 
he never 
surfeited on

 rich wine.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
surfeit

 , based on Latin 
super-

 ‘above, in excess’ + 
facere

 ‘do.’





surficial

 
/sərˈfiSHəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 of or relating to the earth's surface




•
 
surficial deposits.














II.
 
derivatives





surficially






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from surface
 , on the pattern of 
superficial

 .





surfing

 
/ˈsərfiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of riding a wave toward the shore while standing or lying on a surfboard.













surf music






noun




a style of popular music originating in the US in the early 1960s, characterized by high harmony vocals and typically having lyrics relating to surfing.













surf 'n' turf

 
/ˈsərf ən ˌtərf /

 
surf and turf






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dish containing both seafood and meat, typically shellfish and steak.













surfperch

 
/ˈsərfˌpərCH/






noun




a deep-bodied livebearing fish of the North Pacific, living chiefly in coastal waters.

Also called sea perch
 . [Family 
Embiotocidae

 : several genera and species.]













surg.






abbreviation



1.
 
surgeon.




2.
 
surgery.




3.
 
surgical.













surge

 
/sərj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden powerful forward or upward movement, especially by a crowd or by a natural force such as the waves or tide




•
 
flooding caused by tidal surges.










2.
 
a sudden large increase, typically a brief one that happens during an otherwise stable or quiescent period




•
 
the firm predicted a 20% surge in sales.










3.
 
a major deployment of military forces to reinforce those already in a particular area.




4.
 
a powerful rush of an emotion or feeling




•
 
Sophie felt a surge of anger.










5.
 
a sudden marked increase in voltage or current in an electric circuit.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a crowd or a natural force) move suddenly and powerfully forward or upward




•
 
the journalists surged forward.










2.
 
increase suddenly and powerfully, typically during an otherwise stable or quiescent period




•
 
shares surged to a record high.










3.
 
(of an emotion or feeling) affect someone powerfully and suddenly




•
 
indignation surged up within her.










4.
 
(of an electric voltage or current) increase suddenly.




5.
 


[Nautical]

 (of a rope, chain, or windlass) slip back with a jerk.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘fountain, stream’): the noun (in early use) from Old French 
sourgeon

 ; the verb partly from the Old French stem 
sourge-

 , based on Latin 
surgere

 ‘to rise.’ Early senses of the verb included ‘rise and fall on the waves’ and ‘swell with great force.’





surge chamber






noun




another term for surge tank
 .














surgeon

 
/ˈsərjən/





I.
 
noun




a medical practitioner qualified to practice surgery.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
surgien

 , contraction of Old French 
serurgien

 , based on Latin 
chirurgia

 , from Greek 
kheirourgia

 ‘handiwork, surgery,’ from 
kheir

 ‘hand’ + 
ergon

 ‘work.’





surgeonfish

 
/ˈsərjənˌfiSH/






noun




a deep-bodied and typically brightly colored tropical marine fish with a scalpellike spine on each side of the tail.

[Family 
Acanthuridae

 : several genera and many species. See also tang
 3
 .]













surgeon general






noun




the head of a public health service or of an armed forces medical service.













surgeon's knot





I.
 
noun




a square knot with one or more extra turns in the first half knot.











– origin

 from the use of such a knot to tie a ligature in surgery.






surgery

 
/ˈsərj(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the treatment of injuries or disorders of the body by incision or manipulation, especially with instruments




•
 
cardiac surgery




•
 
he had surgery on his ankle.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a place where a doctor, dentist, or other medical practitioner treats or advises patients.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an occasion on which medical treatment or consultation occurs




•
 
Doctor Bailey had finished his evening surgery.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
surgerie

 , contraction of 
serurgerie

 , from 
serurgien

 (see surgeon
 ).






surge tank






noun




a tank connected to a pipe carrying a liquid and intended to neutralize sudden changes of pressure in the flow by filling when the pressure increases and emptying when it drops.













surgical

 
/ˈsərjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or used in surgery




•
 
a surgical dressing




•
 
a surgical ward.










2.
 
(of a special garment or appliance) worn to correct or relieve an injury, illness, or deformity




•
 
surgical stockings.










3.
 
denoting something done with great precision, especially a swift and highly accurate military attack from the air




•
 
surgical bombing.














II.
 
derivatives





surgically

 
/ˈsərjək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (earlier as 
chirurgical

 ): from French 
cirurgical

 , from Old French 
sirurgie

 (see surgery
 ).





Suribachi, Mount

 
/ˌso͝orəˈbäCHē/






a small dormant volcano on Iwo Jima, in the western Pacific Ocean, site of a February 1945 flag-raising by US Marines that was the subject of a well-known World War II photograph and a monument adjacent to Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.









suricate

 
/ˈso͝orəˌkāt/





I.
 
noun




a gregarious burrowing meerkat with dark bands on the back and a black-tipped tail, native to southern Africa.

[
Suricata suricatta

 , family 
Herpestidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from a local African word.





surimi

 
/səˈrēmē/





I.
 
noun




fish (often pollock) that is minced to make a gelatinous paste that is then flavored, reformed into flakes, sticks, or other shapes, and colored. It is used as a crab substitute.











– origin

 from Japanese,‘formed fish.’






Suriname

 
/ˈso͝orəˌnäm ˈso͝orəˌnam /

 
Surinam






I.

1.
 
a country on the northeastern coast of South America; pop. 481,300 (est. 2009); capital, Paramaribo; languages, Dutch (official), Creoles, and Hindi.

Former name (until 1948) Dutch Guiana
 .





Colonized by the Dutch and the English from the 17th century, Suriname became fully independent in 1975. The population is descended largely from African slaves and Asian laborers brought in to work on sugar plantations; there is also a small American Indian population.




II.
 
derivatives





Surinamer

 
/ˌso͝orəˈnämər /






noun





















Surinamese

 
/ˌso͝orənəˈmēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Suriname or its people




•
 
many Surinamese folk tales are based on African traditions.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Suriname, or a person of Surinamese descent




•
 
the Surinamese take great pride in their temple buildings.



















Surinam toad

 
/ˈso͞orəˌnam ˌtōd/






noun




an aquatic South American toad with a flat body and long webbed feet, the female of which carries the eggs and tadpoles in pockets on her back.

[
Pipa pipa

 , family 
Pipidae

 .]













surly

 
/ˈsərlē/





I.
 
adjective




bad-tempered and unfriendly




•
 
he left with a surly expression.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surlily

 
/ˈsərləlē /






adverb













2.
 
surliness

 
/ˈsərlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘lordly, haughty, arrogant’): alteration of obsolete 
sirly

 (see sir
 , -ly
 1
 ).





surmise





I.
 
verb

 — 
/sərˈmīz /
 [no 
obj.

 , usu. with 
clause

 ]


1.
 
suppose that something is true without having evidence to confirm it




•
 
he surmised that something must be wrong




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I don't think they're locals,” she surmised.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/sərˈmīz ˈsərˌmīz /



1.
 
a supposition that something may be true, even though there is no evidence to confirm it




•
 
Charles was glad to have his surmise confirmed




•
 
all these observations remain surmise.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘formal allegation’ and ‘allege formally’): from Anglo-Norman French and Old French 
surmise

 , feminine past participle of 
surmettre

 ‘accuse,’ from late Latin 
supermittere

 ‘put in afterward,’ from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’





surmount

 
/sərˈmount/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overcome (a difficulty or obstacle)




•
 
all manner of cultural differences were surmounted.










2.
 
(usu. 
be surmounted

 )
 — stand or be placed on top of




•
 
the tomb was surmounted by a sculptured angel.














II.
 
derivatives





surmountable

 
/sərˈmoun(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘surpass, be superior to’): from Old French 
surmonter

 (see sur-
 1
 , mount
 1
 ).





surmullet

 
/sərˈmələt/





I.
 
noun




a red mullet that is widely distributed in the tropical Indo-Pacific.

[
Pseudupeneus fraterculus

 , family 
Mullidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
surmulet

 , from Old French 
sor

 ‘red’ + 
mulet

 ‘mullet.’





surname

 
/ˈsərˌnām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hereditary name common to all members of a family, as distinct from a given name.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a name, title, or epithet added to a person's name, especially one indicating their birthplace or a particular quality or achievement




•
 
by his successes there, he acquired the surname of “the African.”














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a surname to




•
 
Eddie Penham, so aptly surnamed, had produced a hand-painted sign for us.

















– origin

 Middle English: partial translation of Anglo-Norman French 
surnoun

 , suggested by medieval Latin 
supernomen

 .





surpass

 
/sərˈpas/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exceed; be greater than




•
 
prewar levels of production were surpassed in 1929.










2.
 
be better than




•
 
he continued to surpass me at all games.










3.
 
(
surpass oneself

 )
 — do or be better than ever before




•
 
the organist was surpassing himself.














II.
 
derivatives





surpassable

 
/sərˈpasəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
surpasser

 , from 
sur-

 ‘above’ + 
passer

 ‘to pass.’





surpassing

 
/sərˈpasiNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 
‹literary›

 incomparable or outstanding




•
 
a picture of surpassing beauty.














II.
 
derivatives





surpassingly






adverb





















surplice

 
/ˈsərpləs/





I.
 
noun




a loose white linen vestment varying from hip-length to calf-length, worn over a cassock by clergy, acolytes, and choristers at Christian church services.








II.
 
derivatives





surpliced

 
/ˈsərpləst /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sourpelis

 , from medieval Latin 
superpellicium

 , from 
super-

 ‘above’ + 
pellicia

 ‘fur garment.’





surplus

 
/ˈsərpləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an amount of something left over when requirements have been met; an excess of production or supply over demand




•
 
exports of food surpluses.










2.
 
an excess of income or assets over expenditure or liabilities in a given period, typically a fiscal year




•
 
a trade surplus of $1.4 billion.










3.
 
the excess value of a company's assets over the face value of its stock.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
more than what is needed or used; excess




•
 
make the most of your surplus cash.










2.
 
denoting a store selling excess or out-of-date military equipment or clothing




•
 
she had picked up her boots in an army surplus store.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sourplus

 , from medieval Latin 
superplus

 , from 
super-

 ‘in addition’ + 
plus

 ‘more.’





surplus value

 
/ˈsərpləs ˈvalyo͞o/






noun






[Economics]

 (in Marxist theory) the excess of value produced by the labor of workers over the wages they are paid.













surprise

 
/sə(r)ˈprīz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unexpected or astonishing event, fact, or thing




•
 
the announcement was a complete surprise.










2.
 
a feeling of mild astonishment or shock caused by something unexpected




•
 
much to her surprise, she'd missed him.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something made, done, or happening unexpectedly




•
 
a surprise attack.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Bell-ringing]

 denoting a class of complex methods of change-ringing




•
 
surprise major.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of something unexpected) cause (someone) to feel mild astonishment or shock




•
 
I 
was surprised at

 his statement




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
Joe was surprised that he enjoyed the journey




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she was surprised to learn that he was forty.










2.
 
capture, attack, or discover suddenly and unexpectedly; catch unawares




•
 
he surprised a gang stealing scrap metal.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
surprise, surprise





a.
 


‹informal›

 said when giving someone a surprise.




b.
 
said ironically when one believes that something was entirely predictable




•
 
we entrust you with Jason's care and, surprise surprise, you make a mess of it.















2.
 
take someone/something by surprise





a.
 
attack or capture someone or something unexpectedly.




b.
 
(
take someone by surprise

 )
 — happen when someone is not prepared or is expecting something different




•
 
the question took David by surprise.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘unexpected seizure of a place, or attack on troops’): from Old French, feminine past participle of 
surprendre

 , from medieval Latin 
superprehendere

 ‘seize.’





surprised

 
/sərˈprīzd/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing surprise




•
 
there was a surprised silence.














II.
 
derivatives





surprisedly

 
/-z(i)dlē /






adverb





















surprising

 
/sərˈprīziNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing surprise; unexpected




•
 
a surprising sequence of events.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surprisingly

 
/sə(r)ˈprīziNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the profit margin in advertising is surprisingly low




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
not surprisingly, his enthusiasm knew no bounds



















2.
 
surprisingness






noun





















surr.






abbreviation




surrender.













surra

 
/ˈso͝orə, ˈsərə/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic disease of camels and other mammals caused by trypanosomes, transmitted by biting flies and occurring chiefly in North Africa and Asia.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Marathi 
sūra

 ‘air breathed through the nostrils.’





surreal

 
/səˈrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




having the qualities of surrealism; bizarre




•
 
a surreal mix of fact and fantasy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surreality

 
/ˌsərēˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
surreally






adverb



















– origin

 1930s: back-formation from surrealism
 .






surrealism

 
/səˈrēəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




a 20th-century avant-garde movement in art and literature that sought to release the creative potential of the unconscious mind, for example by the irrational juxtaposition of images.

Launched in 1924 by a manifesto of André Breton and having a strong political content, the movement grew out of symbolism and Dada and was strongly influenced by Sigmund Freud. In the visual arts its most notable exponents were André Masson, Jean Arp, Joan Miró, René Magritte, Salvador Dalí, Max Ernst, Man Ray, and Luis Buñuel.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surrealist

 
/səˈrēəlist /






noun, adjective













2.
 
surrealistic

 
/səˌrēəˈlistik /






adjective













3.
 
surrealistically

 
/səˌrēəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
surréalisme

 (see sur-
 1
 , realism
 ).





surrebuttal

 
/ˈsərəˌbədl/






noun




another term for surrebutter
 .














surrebutter

 
/ˌsərəˈbədər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 a plaintiff's reply to the defendant's rebutter.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from sur-
 1
 ‘in addition’ + rebutter
 , on the pattern of 
surrejoinder

 .





surrejoinder

 
/ˌsərəˈjoindər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹archaic›

 a plaintiff's reply to the defendant's rejoinder.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from sur-
 1
 ‘in addition’ + rejoinder
 .





surrender

 
/səˈrendər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cease resistance to an enemy or opponent and submit to their authority




•
 
over 140 rebels surrendered to the authorities.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give up or hand over (a person, right, or possession), typically on compulsion or demand




•
 
in 1815 Denmark 
surrendered

 Norway 
to

 Sweden




•
 
they refused to surrender their weapons.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in a sports contest) lose (a point, game, or advantage)




•
 
she surrendered only twenty games in her five qualifying matches.










4.
 
(
surrender to

 )
 — abandon oneself entirely to (a powerful emotion or influence); give in to




•
 
he was surprised that Miriam should surrender to this sort of jealousy




•
 
he 
surrendered himself

 to the mood of the hills.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an insured person) cancel (a life insurance policy) and receive back a proportion of the premiums paid.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of surrendering.




2.
 
the action of surrendering a life insurance policy.











– origin

 late Middle English (chiefly in legal use): from Anglo-Norman French (see sur-
 1
 , render
 ).





surrender value

 
/səˈrendər ˈvalyo͞o/






noun




the amount payable to a person who surrenders a life insurance policy.













surreptitious

 
/ˌsərəpˈtiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




kept secret, especially because it would not be approved of




•
 
they carried on a surreptitious affair.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
surreptitiously

 
/ˌsərəpˈtiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
surreptitiousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘obtained by suppression of the truth’): from Latin 
surreptitius

 (from the verb 
surripere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘secretly’ + 
rapere

 ‘seize’) + -ous
 .





surrey

 
/ˈsərē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light four-wheeled carriage with two seats facing forward.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: originally denoting a 
Surrey cart

 , first made in Surrey
 , from which the carriage was later adapted.






Surrey

 
/ˈsərē/






a county in southeastern England; county town, Kingston upon Thames.









surrogacy

 
/ˈsərəɡəsē/






noun



1.
 
the action or state of being a surrogate.




2.
 
the process of giving birth as a surrogate mother or of arranging such a birth.













surrogate

 
/ˈsərəɡət ˈsərəˌɡāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substitute, especially a person deputizing for another in a specific role or office




•
 
she was regarded as the 
surrogate for

 the governor during his final illness.










2.
 
(in the Christian Church) a bishop's deputy who grants marriage licenses.




3.
 
a judge in charge of probate, inheritance, and guardianship.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
surrogatus

 , past participle of 
surrogare

 ‘elect as a substitute,’ from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
rogare

 ‘ask.’





surrogate mother






noun



1.
 
a person, animal, or thing that takes on all or part of the role of mother to another person or animal.




2.
 
a woman who bears a child on behalf of another woman, either from her own egg fertilized by the other woman's partner, or from the implantation in her uterus of a fertilized egg from the other woman.













surround

 
/səˈround/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be surrounded

 )


1.
 
be all around (someone or something)




•
 
the hotel is surrounded by its own gardens




•
 


‹figurative›

 he loves to 
surround himself with

 family and friends.










2.
 
(of troops, police, etc.) encircle (someone or something) so as to cut off communication or escape




•
 
troops surrounded the parliament building.










3.
 
be associated with




•
 
the killings were surrounded by controversy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that forms a border or edging around an object




•
 
an oak fireplace surround.










2.
 
(usu. 
surrounds

 )
 — the area encircling something; surroundings




•
 
the beautiful surrounds of Moosehead Lake.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘overflow’): from Old French 
souronder

 , from late Latin 
superundare

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
undare

 ‘to flow’ (from 
unda

 ‘a wave’); later associated with round
 . Current senses of the noun date from the late 19th cent.





surrounding

 
/səˈroundiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
all around a particular place or thing




•
 
the surrounding countryside




•
 
Nashville and the surrounding area.



















surroundings

 
/səˈroundiNGz/






plural noun




the things and conditions around a person or thing




•
 
I took up the time admiring my surroundings.



















surround sound

 
/səˈround sound/






noun




a system of stereophonic sound involving three or more speakers surrounding the listener so as to create a more realistic effect.













surtax

 
/ˈsərˌtaks/





I.
 
noun




an additional tax on something already taxed, such as a higher rate of tax on incomes above a certain level.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
surtaxe

 (see sur-
 1
 , tax
 ).





surtitle

 
/ˈsərtīd(ə)l/






noun, verb






‹trademark›

 another term for supertitle
 .













surtout

 
/sərˈto͞o(t)/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a man's overcoat of a style similar to a frock coat.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
sur

 ‘over’ + 
tout

 ‘everything.’





Surtsey

 
/ˈsərtsē/






a small island south of Iceland, formed by a volcanic eruption in 1963.









surveil

 
/sərˈvāl /

 
surveille





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 keep (a person or place) under surveillance




•
 
he deployed FBI agents to surveil the offices of those companies.

















– origin

 1960s: back-formation from surveillance
 .






surveillance

 
/sərˈvāləns/





I.
 
noun




close observation, especially of a suspected spy or criminal




•
 
he found himself put 
under surveillance

 by military intelligence.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
sur-

 ‘over’ + 
veiller

 ‘watch’ (from Latin 
vigilare

 ‘keep watch’).






survey





I.
 
verb

 — 
/sərˈvā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or their eyes) look carefully and thoroughly at (someone or something), especially so as to appraise them




•
 
her green eyes surveyed him coolly




•
 
I surveyed the options.










2.
 
investigate the opinions or experience of (a group of people) by asking them questions




•
 
95% of patients surveyed were satisfied with the health service.










3.
 
investigate (behavior or opinions) by questioning a group of people




•
 
the investigator surveyed the attitudes and beliefs held by residents.










4.
 
examine and record the area and features of (an area of land) so as to construct a map, plan, or description




•
 
he surveyed the coasts of New Zealand.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsərˌvā /



1.
 
a general view, examination, or description of someone or something




•
 
the author provides a survey of the relevant literature.










2.
 
an investigation of the opinions or experience of a group of people, based on a series of questions.




3.
 
an act of surveying an area of land




•
 
the flight involved a detailed aerial survey of military bases.










4.
 
a map, plan, or detailed description obtained by a survey.




5.
 
a department carrying out the surveying of land




•
 
the U.S. Geological Survey.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘examine and ascertain the condition of’): from Anglo-Norman French 
surveier

 , from medieval Latin 
supervidere

 , from 
super-

 ‘over’ + 
videre

 ‘to see.’ The early sense of the noun (late 15th cent.) was ‘supervision.’





surveyor

 
/sərˈvāər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who surveys, especially one whose profession is the surveying of land.




2.
 
a person who investigates or examines something, especially boats for seaworthiness




•
 
a marine surveyor.














II.
 
derivatives





surveyorship

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a supervisor): from Anglo-Norman French 
surveiour

 , from the verb 
surveier

 (see survey
 ).





Surveyor

 
/sərˈvāər/






a series of unmanned US spacecraft sent to the moon between 1966 and 1968, five of which successfully made soft landings.









survivable

 
/sərˈvīvəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of an accident or ordeal) able to be survived; not fatal




•
 
air crashes are becoming more survivable.














II.
 
derivatives





survivability






noun






















survival

 
/sərˈvīvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state or fact of continuing to live or exist, typically in spite of an accident, ordeal, or difficult circumstances




•
 
the animal's chances of survival were pretty low




•
 


‹figurative›

 he was fighting for his political survival.










2.
 
an object or practice that has continued to exist from an earlier time




•
 
his shorts were a survival from his army days.














II.
 
phrases





survival of the fittest








[Biology]

 the continued existence of organisms that are best adapted to their environment, with the extinction of others, as a concept in the Darwinian theory of evolution.

Compare with natural selection
 .

















survival curve






noun




a graph showing the proportion of a population living after a given age, or at a given time after contracting a serious disease or receiving a radiation dose.













survivalism

 
/sərˈvīvəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the policy of trying to ensure one's own survival or that of one's social or national group.




2.
 
the practicing of outdoor survival skills as a sport or hobby.








II.
 
derivatives





survivalist

 
/sərˈvīvələst /






noun, adjective





















survival kit






noun



1.
 
a pack of emergency equipment, including food, medical supplies, and tools, especially as carried by members of the armed forces.




2.
 
a collection of items to help someone in a particular situation




•
 
a substitute teacher survival kit.



















survival value






noun




the property of an ability, faculty, or characteristic that makes individuals possessing it more likely to survive, thrive, and reproduce




•
 
everyone knows that a bad smell is of survival value to the skunk.



















survive

 
/sərˈvīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
continue to live or exist, especially in spite of danger or hardship




•
 
against all odds the child survived.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — continue to live or exist in spite of (an accident or ordeal)




•
 
he has survived several assassination attempts.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remain alive after the death of (a particular person)




•
 
he was survived by his wife and six children




•
 (as 
adj.

 
surviving

 )
 
there were no surviving relatives.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — manage to keep going in difficult circumstances




•
 
she had to work day and night and 
survive on

 two hours sleep.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sourvivre

 , from Latin 
supervivere

 , from 
super-

 ‘in addition’ + 
vivere

 ‘live.’





survivor

 
/sərˈvīvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who survives, especially a person remaining alive after an event in which others have died




•
 
the sole survivor of the massacre.










2.
 
the remainder of a group of people or things




•
 
a survivor from last year's team.










3.
 
a person who copes well with difficulties in their life




•
 
she is a born survivor.










4.
 


[Law]

 a joint tenant who has the right to the whole estate on the other's death.













survivorship

 
/sərˈvīvərˌSHip/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being a survivor; survival.




2.
 


[Law]

 a right depending on survival, especially the right of a survivor of people with a joint interest to take the whole on the death of the others.













Sus.






abbreviation




(in biblical references) Susanna (Apocrypha).













sus-






prefix




variant spelling of sub-
 before 
c

 , 
p

 , 
t

 (as in 
susceptible

 , 
suspend

 , 
sustain

 .).













Susa

 
/ˈso͞ozə, -sə/





I.
 
an ancient city in southwestern Asia, one of the chief cities of the kingdom of Elam and later capital of the Persian Achaemenid dynasty.




II.
 
another name for Sousse
 .









susceptibility

 
/səˌseptəˈbilədē/






noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being likely or liable to be influenced or harmed by a particular thing




•
 
lack of exercise increases 
susceptibility to

 disease.










2.
 
(
susceptibilities

 )
 — a person's feelings, typically considered as being easily hurt




•
 
I was so careful not to offend their susceptibilities.










3.
 


[Physics]

 the ratio of magnetization to a magnetizing force.














susceptible

 
/səˈseptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
likely or liable to be influenced or harmed by a particular thing




•
 
patients with liver disease may be 
susceptible to

 infection.










2.
 
(of a person) easily influenced by feelings or emotions; sensitive




•
 
they only do it to tease him—he's too susceptible.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
susceptible of

 )
 — capable or admitting of




•
 
the problem is not susceptible of a simple solution.














II.
 
derivatives





susceptibly

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
susceptibilis

 , from Latin 
suscipere

 ‘take up, sustain,’ from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
capere

 ‘take.’





susceptive

 
/səˈseptiv/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 receptive or sensitive to something; susceptible.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
susceptivus

 , from 
suscept-

 ‘taken up,’ from the verb 
suscipere

 (see susceptible
 ).






sushi

 
/ˈso͞oSHē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish consisting of small balls or rolls of vinegar-flavored cold cooked rice served with a garnish of raw fish, vegetables, or egg.











– origin

 Japanese.






suspect





I.
 
verb

 — 
/səˈspekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an idea or impression of the existence, presence, or truth of (something) without certain proof




•
 
if you suspect a gas leak, do not turn on an electric light




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she suspected that he might be bluffing




•
 (as 
adj.

 
suspected

 )
 
a suspected heart condition.










2.
 
believe or feel that (someone) is guilty of an illegal, dishonest, or unpleasant act, without certain proof




•
 
parents 
suspected of

 child abuse.










3.
 
doubt the genuineness or truth of




•
 
a broker whose honesty he had no reason to suspect.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsəsˌpekt /



1.
 
a person thought to be guilty of a crime or offense




•
 
the police have arrested a suspect.














III.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈsəsˌpekt /



1.
 
not to be relied on or trusted; possibly dangerous or false




•
 
a suspect package was found on the platform.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally as an adjective): from Latin 
suspectus

 ‘mistrusted,’ past participle of 
suspicere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
specere

 ‘to look.’






suspend

 
/səˈspend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
temporarily prevent from continuing or being in force or effect




•
 
work on the dam was suspended.










2.
 
officially prohibit (someone) from holding their usual post or carrying out their usual role for a particular length of time




•
 
two officers were 
suspended from

 duty pending the outcome of the investigation.










3.
 
defer or delay (an action, event, or judgment)




•
 
the judge suspended judgment until January 15.










4.
 


[Law]

 (of a judge or court) cause (an imposed sentence) not to be enforced as long as no further offense is committed within a specified period




•
 
the sentence was suspended for six months




•
 (as 
adj.

 
suspended

 )
 
a suspended jail sentence.










5.
 
hang (something) from somewhere




•
 
the light was 
suspended from

 the ceiling.










6.
 
(
be suspended

 )
 — (of solid particles) be dispersed throughout the bulk of a fluid




•
 
the paste contains collagen suspended in a salt solution.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
suspend disbelief






temporarily allow oneself to believe something that isn't true, especially in order to enjoy a work of fiction.









2.
 
suspend payment






(of a company) cease to meet its financial obligations as a result of insolvency or insufficient funds.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
suspendre

 or Latin 
suspendere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
pendere

 ‘hang.’





suspended animation

 
/səˈspendəd ˌanəˈmāSHən/






noun




the temporary cessation of most vital functions without death, as in a dormant seed or a hibernating animal.














suspenders

 
/səˈspendərz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pair of straps that pass over the shoulders and fasten to the waistband of a pair of trousers or a skirt at the front and back to hold it up.













suspense

 
/səˈspens/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state or feeling of excited or anxious uncertainty about what may happen




•
 
come on, Fran, don't keep me 
in suspense

 !










2.
 
a quality in a work of fiction that arouses excited expectation or uncertainty about what may happen




•
 
a tale of mystery and suspense




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a suspense novel.










3.
 


[chiefly Law]

 the temporary cessation or suspension of something.








II.
 
derivatives





suspenseful

 
/səˈspensf(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
suspens

 ‘abeyance,’ based on Latin 
suspensus

 ‘suspended, hovering, doubtful,’ past participle of 
suspendere

 (see suspend
 ).





suspense account

 
/səˈspens əˌkount/






noun




an account in the books of an organization in which items are entered temporarily before allocation to the correct or final account.













suspension

 
/səˈspenSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of suspending someone or something or the condition of being suspended, in particular




2.
 
the temporary prevention of something from continuing or being in force or effect




•
 
the suspension of military action.










3.
 
the official prohibition of someone from holding their usual post or carrying out their usual role for a particular length of time




•
 
the investigation led to the suspension of several officers




•
 
a four-game suspension.










4.
 


[Music]

 a discord made by prolonging a note of a chord into the following chord.




5.
 
the system of springs and shock absorbers by which a vehicle is cushioned from road conditions




•
 
the car's rear suspension.










6.
 
a mixture in which particles are dispersed throughout the bulk of a fluid




•
 
a suspension of corn starch in peanut oil.










7.
 
the state of being dispersed in a fluid




•
 
the agitator in the vat keeps the slurry 
in suspension

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
suspensio(n-)

 , from the verb 
suspendere

 (see suspend
 ).





suspension bridge

 
/səˈspenSHən brij/






noun




a bridge in which the weight of the deck is supported by vertical cables suspended from larger cables that run between towers and are anchored in abutments at each end.













suspensive

 
/səˈspensiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the deferral or suspension of an event, action, or legal obligation.




2.
 
causing suspense.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suspensively

 
/səˈspensivlē /






adverb













2.
 
suspensiveness






noun





















suspensory

 
/səˈspensərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
holding and supporting an organ or part




•
 
a suspensory ligament.










2.
 
of or relating to the deferral or suspension of an event, action, or legal obligation




•
 
a suspensory requirement.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
suspensorius

 ‘used for hanging something up,’ from Latin 
suspendere

 (see suspend
 ).






suspicion

 
/səˈspiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling or thought that something is possible, likely, or true




•
 
she had a sneaking 
suspicion that

 he was laughing at her.










2.
 
a feeling or belief that someone is guilty of an illegal, dishonest, or unpleasant action




•
 
police would not say what aroused their suspicions




•
 
he was arrested 
on suspicion of

 murder.










3.
 
cautious distrust




•
 
her activities were regarded with suspicion by the headmistress.










4.
 
a very slight trace of something




•
 


a suspicion of

 a smile.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
above suspicion






too obviously good or honest to be thought capable of wrongdoing.









2.
 
under suspicion






thought to be guilty of wrongdoing.















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
suspeciun

 , from medieval Latin 
suspectio(n-)

 , from 
suspicere

 ‘mistrust.’ The change in the second syllable was due to association with Old French 
suspicion

 (from Latin 
suspicio(n-)

 ‘suspicion’).





suspicious

 
/səˈspiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a cautious distrust of someone or something




•
 
he was 
suspicious of

 her motives




•
 
she gave him a suspicious look.










2.
 
causing one to have the idea or impression that something or someone is of questionable, dishonest, or dangerous character or condition




•
 
they are not treating the fire as suspicious.










3.
 
having the belief or impression that someone is involved in an illegal or dishonest activity




•
 
police were called when staff became suspicious.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
suspiciously

 
/səˈspiSHəslē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
it's suspiciously cheap



















2.
 
suspiciousness

 
/səˈspiSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
suspicious

 , from Latin 
suspiciosus

 , from 
suspicio(n-)

 (see suspicion
 ).





suspire

 
/səˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 breathe.








II.
 
derivatives





suspiration

 
/ˌsəspəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘yearn after’): from Latin 
suspirare

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’





Susquehanna

 
/ˌsəskwəˈhanə/






a river in the northeastern US. It has two headstreams, one that rises in New York and one in Pennsylvania, both of which meet in central Pennsylvania. The river then flows 150 miles (240 km) south to Chesapeake Bay.









suss

 
/səs /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
realize; grasp




•
 
he's sussed it




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she 
sussed out

 right away that there was something fishy going on.

















– origin

 1930s: abbreviation of suspect
 , suspicion
 .





Sussex

 
/ˈsəsəks/






noun




a speckled or red bird of a domestic English breed of chicken.














sustain

 
/səˈstān/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strengthen or support physically or mentally




•
 
this thought had sustained him throughout the years




•
 (as 
adj.

 
sustaining

 )
 
a sustaining breakfast of bacon and eggs.










2.
 
cause to continue or be prolonged for an extended period or without interruption




•
 
he cannot sustain a normal conversation.










3.
 
(of a performer) represent (a part or character) convincingly




•
 
he sustained the role with burly resilience.










4.
 
bear (the weight of an object) without breaking or falling




•
 
he sagged against her so that she could barely sustain his weight




•
 


‹figurative›

 his health will no longer enable him to sustain the heavy burdens of office.










5.
 
undergo or suffer (something unpleasant, especially an injury)




•
 
he died after sustaining severe head injuries.










6.
 
uphold, affirm, or confirm the justice or validity of




•
 
the allegations of discrimination were sustained.














II.
 
noun






[Music]

 an effect or facility on a keyboard or electronic instrument whereby a note can be sustained after the key is released.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sustainer






noun













2.
 
sustainment






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soustenir

 , from Latin 
sustinere

 , from 
sub-

 ‘from below’ + 
tenere

 ‘hold.’





sustainable

 
/səˈstānəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be maintained at a certain rate or level




•
 
sustainable fusion reactions.










2.
 
conserving an ecological balance by avoiding depletion of natural resources




•
 
our fundamental commitment to sustainable development.










3.
 
able to be upheld or defended




•
 
sustainable definitions of good educational practice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sustainability

 
/səˌstānəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
sustainably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















sustainable development






noun




economic development that is conducted without depletion of natural resources




•
 
international policies should support sustainable development




•
 
sustainable development has become the guiding theme in much environmental literature.



















sustained

 
/səˈstānd/





I.
 
adjective




continuing for an extended period or without interruption




•
 
several years of sustained economic growth.














II.
 
derivatives





sustainedly

 
/-nidlē /






adverb





















sustained-release

 
/səˌstāndrəˈlēs/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting a drug preparation in a capsule containing numerous tiny pellets with different coatings that release their contents steadily over a long period.













sustained yield






noun




a level of exploitation or crop production that is maintained by restricting the quantity harvested to avoid long-term depletion.













sustenance

 
/ˈsəstənəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
food and drink regarded as a source of strength; nourishment




•
 
poor rural economies turned to potatoes for sustenance.










2.
 
the maintaining of someone or something in life or existence




•
 
he kept two or three cows for the sustenance of his family




•
 
the sustenance of democracy.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
soustenance

 , from the verb 
soustenir

 (see sustain
 ).





sustentation

 
/ˌsəst(ə)nˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 the support or maintenance of someone or something, especially through the provision of money




•
 
provision is made for the sustentation of preachers.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
sustentatio(n-)

 , from 
sustentare

 ‘uphold, sustain,’ frequentative of 
sustinere

 (see sustain
 ).





Susu

 
/ˈso͞oso͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of northwestern Sierra Leone and the southern coast of Guinea.




2.
 
the Mande language of the Susu.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Susu or their language.











– origin

 the name in Susu.





susurrate

 
/ˈso͞osəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (of leaves, wind, etc.) make a whispering or rustling sound




•
 
the grass susurrated underfoot.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
susurrat-

 ‘murmured,’ from the verb 
susurrare

 , from 
susurrus

 ‘whisper.’





susurrus

 
/so͝oˈsərəs /

 
susurration





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 whispering, murmuring, or rustling




•
 
the susurrus of the stream.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
susurrant

 
/so͝oˈsərənt /






adjective













2.
 
susurrous

 
/so͝oˈsərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
susurratio(n-)

 , from Latin 
susurrare

 ‘to murmur, hum.’





Sutherland, Dame Joan






(1926–2010), Australian opera singer. She is noted for her dramatic coloratura roles, particularly the title role in Donizetti's 
Lucia di Lammermoor

 .









Sutherland, Donald

 
/ˈsəT͟Hərlənd/






(1935–), Canadian actor. He is best known for his role in 
M*A*S*H

 (1970) and also appeared in 
Don't Look Now

 (1973), 
The Great Train Robbery

 (1979), and 
Eye of the Needle

 (1981).









Sutherland, George






(1862–1942), US Supreme Court associate justice 1922–38. Appointed to the Court by President Harding, he was a Utah conservative strongly opposed many of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs.









Sutherland, Graham






(1903–80), English painter; full name 
Graham Vivian Sutherland

 . During World War II he was an official war artist. His postwar work included the tapestry 
Christ in Majesty

 (1962) in Coventry cathedral.









Sutlej

 
/ˈsətlij/






a river in northern India and Pakistan that rises in the Himalayas in southwestern Tibet and flows for 900 miles (1,450 km) west through India into Punjab province in Pakistan, where it joins the Chenab River to form the Panjnad River, which eventually joins the Indus River. It is one of the five rivers that gave Punjab its name.









sutler

 
/ˈsətlər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a person who followed an army and sold provisions to the soldiers.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
soeteler

 , from 
soetelen

 ‘perform menial duties.’





sutra

 
/ˈso͞otrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rule or aphorism in Sanskrit literature, or a set of these on a technical subject.

See also Kama Sutra
 .




2.
 
a Buddhist or Jain scripture.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
sūtra

 ‘thread, rule,’ from 
siv

 ‘sew.’





suture

 
/ˈso͞oCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stitch or row of stitches holding together the edges of a wound or surgical incision.




2.
 
a thread or wire used for this.




3.
 
the action of stitching together the edges of a wound or incision.




4.
 
a seamlike immovable junction between two bones, such as those of the skull.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 a junction between the sclerites of an insect's body.




6.
 


[Geology]

 a line of junction formed by two crustal plates that have collided.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stitch up (a wound or incision) with a suture




•
 
the small incision was sutured.














III.
 
derivatives





sutural

 
/ˈso͞oCH(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
sutura

 , from 
suere

 ‘sew.’





SUV

 
/esyo͞oːˈvēː/






noun




a sport utility vehicle.













Suva

 
/ˈso͞ovə/






the capital of Fiji, on the southeastern coast of the island of Viti Levu; pop. 224,000 (est. 2007).









Suwannee

 
/ˈswänē, səˈwänē /

 
Swanee






a river in southeastern US. Rising in southeastern Georgia, it flows for about 250 miles (400 km) southwest through northern Florida to the Gulf of Mexico.









suzerain

 
/ˈso͞ozərən ˈso͞ozəˌrān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sovereign or state having some control over another state that is internally autonomous.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a feudal overlord.








II.
 
derivatives





suzerainty

 
/ˈso͞ozərəntē ˈso͞ozəˌrāntē /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, apparently from 
sus

 ‘above’ (from Latin 
su(r)sum

 ‘upward’), suggested by 
souverain

 ‘sovereign.’





Suzhou

 
/so͞oˈjō /

 
Suchou
 , Soochow






a city in eastern China, in the province of Jiangsu, west of Shanghai on the Grand Canal; pop. 1,416,200 (est. 2006).









Suzuki

 
/səˈzo͞okē/






adjective




relating to or denoting a method of teaching the violin, typically to very young children in large groups, developed by Shin'ichi Suzuki (1898–1998), Japanese educator and violin teacher.













Sv






abbreviation




sievert(s).













s.v.





I.
 
abbreviation




used in textual references before a word or heading to indicate that a specified item can be found under it




•
 
the dictionary defines “sweet dreams” (s.v. “sweet”).

















– origin

 from Latin 
sub voce

 or 
sub verbo

 , literally ‘under the word or voice.’





Svalbard

 
/ˈsvälbärd/






a group of islands in the Arctic Ocean about 400 miles (640 km) north of Norway; pop. 2,100 (est. 2009). They came under Norwegian sovereignty in 1925. The chief settlement (on Spitsbergen) is Longyearbyen.









svc

 
svce






abbreviation




service.













Svedberg

 
/ˈsfedˌbərɡ, ˈsved- /

 
Svedberg unit
 , S





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a unit of time equal to 10−13
 seconds, used in expressing sedimentation coefficients.











– origin

 1940s: named after Theodor S. 
Svedberg

 (1884–1971), Swedish chemist.





svelte

 
/svelt sfelt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) slender and elegant.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
svelto

 .





Svengali

 
/svenˈɡälē sfenˈɡälē/





I.
 
a musician in George du Maurier's novel 
Trilby

 (1894) who trains Trilby's voice and controls her stage singing hypnotically.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Svengali

 )
 — a person who exercises a controlling or mesmeric influence on another, especially for a sinister purpose.










Sverdlovsk

 
/sverdˈlôfsk, svərd-/






former name (1924–91) of Yekaterinburg
 .










Sverige

 
/ˈsvaryə/






Swedish name for Sweden
 .










Svetambara

 
/SHveˈtämbərə/





I.
 
noun




a member of one of the two principal sects of Jainism, which was formed as a result of doctrinal schism 
c.

 
AD

 80 and survives today in parts of India. Ascetic adherents of the sect traditionally wear white clothing.

See also Digambara
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
śvetāmbara

 , literally ‘white-clad.’





SVGA






abbreviation




super video graphics array, a high-resolution standard for computer monitors and display screens.













svgs.






abbreviation




savings.













S-VHS






abbreviation




super video home system, an improved version of VHS using the same tape cassettes as the standard version.














Svizzera

 
/ˈzvētsəˌrä/






Italian name for Switzerland
 .









SW

 
/ˈˌes ˈdəbəlˌyo͞o/






abbreviation



1.
 
southwest.




2.
 
southwestern.













sw.






abbreviation




switch.













Sw.

 
Swed






abbreviation



1.
 
Sweden.




2.
 
Swedish.













swab

 
/swäb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an absorbent pad or piece of material used in surgery and medicine for cleaning wounds, applying medication, or taking specimens.




2.
 
a specimen of a secretion taken with a swab for examination




•
 
he had taken throat swabs.










3.
 
a piece of absorbent material used for cleaning the bore of a firearm, a woodwind instrument, etc.




4.
 
a mop or other absorbent device for cleaning or mopping up a floor or other surface.




5.
 


(US)

 another term for swabbie
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean (a wound or surface) with a swab




•
 


swabbing down

 the decks




•
 
swab a patch of skin with alcohol.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — absorb or clear (moisture) with a swab




•
 
the blood was swabbed away.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘mop for cleaning the decks’): back-formation from 
swabber

 ‘sailor detailed to swab decks,’ from early modern Dutch 
zwabber

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘splash’ or ‘sway.’






swabbie

 
/ˈswäbē /

 
swabby






noun






(US)

 
‹nautical slang›

 a member of the navy, typically one who is of low rank.














Swabia

 
/ˈswābēə/






a former duchy of medieval Germany, now divided between southwestern Germany, Switzerland, and France.

German name Schwaben
 .









Swabian

 
/ˈswābēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to the medieval German duchy of Swabia or its inhabitants




•
 
a picturesque Swabian town.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the medieval German duchy of Swabia




•
 
an old Swabian who has a pleasant face.



















swacked

 
/swakt/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 drunk.











– origin

 1930s: past participle of Scots 
swack

 ‘fling, strike heavily.’






swaddle

 
/ˈswädl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wrap (someone, especially a baby) in garments or cloth




•
 
she swaddled the baby tightly




•
 


‹figurative›

 they have grown up swaddled in consumer technology.

















– origin

 Middle English: frequentative of swathe
 .





swaddling clothes

 
/ˈswädliNG ˌklō(T͟H)z/






plural noun




narrow bands of cloth formerly wrapped around a newborn child to restrain its movements and quiet it.














swag

 
/swaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curtain or piece of fabric fastened so as to hang in a drooping curve.




2.
 
a decorative garland or chain of flowers, foliage, or fruit fastened so as to hang in a drooping curve




•
 
swags of holly and mistletoe.










3.
 
a carved or painted representation of a swag of flowers, foliage, or fruit




•
 
fine plaster swags.










4.
 


‹informal›

 money or goods taken by a thief or burglar




•
 
their homes offer tempting swag for burglars.










5.
 
products given away free, typically for promotional purposes




•
 
local studios provide swag, spirits, and food.










6.
 


(chiefly US)

 marijuana, typically of a low grade.




•
 
prices range from $40 a 10-seed packet for some Jamaican swag to $345 per pack for something tastier.










7.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 a traveler's or miner's bundle of personal belongings.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a large number, amount, or variety




•
 
the seller left a swag of unpaid bills.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange in or decorate with a swag or swags of fabric




•
 
swag the fabric gracefully over the curtain tie-backs




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swagged

 )
 
the swagged contours of nomads' tents.










2.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 travel with one's personal belongings in a bundle




•
 


swagging it

 in Queensland




•
 


swagging my way

 up to the Northern Territory.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 hang heavily




•
 
the crinkly old hide swags here and there.










4.
 
sway from side to side




•
 
the stout chief sat swagging from one side of the carriage to the other.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bulging bag’): probably of Scandinavian origin. The original sense of the verb (early 16th cent.) was ‘cause to sway or sag.’





swage

 
/swāj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaped tool or die for giving a desired form to metal by hammering or pressure.




2.
 
a groove, ridge, or other molding on an object.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shape (metal) using a swage, especially in order to reduce its cross section.




2.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — join (metal pieces) together by swaging process.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
souage

 ‘decorative groove,’ of unknown origin.





swage block






noun




a grooved or perforated block for shaping metal.













swagger

 
/ˈswaɡər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or behave in a very confident and typically arrogant or aggressive way




•
 
he swaggered along the corridor




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swaggering

 )
 
a swaggering gait.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a very confident and typically arrogant or aggressive gait or manner




•
 
they strolled around the camp with an exaggerated swagger.














III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a coat or jacket cut with a loose flare from the shoulders.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swaggerer

 
/ˈswaɡ(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
swaggeringly

 
/ˈswaɡ(ə)riNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently a frequentative of the verb swag
 .





swagger stick

 
/ˈswaɡər stik/






noun




a short cane carried by a military officer.













swagman

 
/ˈswaɡˌman ˈswaɡmən/






noun






(Austral./NZ)

 a person carrying a swag.














Swahili

 
/swäˈhēlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Bantu language widely used as a lingua franca in East Africa and having official status in several countries.

Also called Kiswahili
 .




2.
 
a member of a people of Zanzibar and nearby coastal regions, descendants of the original speakers of Swahili.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Swahili or to the people who are its native speakers.











– origin

 from Arabic 
sawāḥil

 , plural of 
sāḥil

 ‘coast.’






swain

 
/swān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a country youth.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a young lover or suitor.











– origin

 late Old English (denoting a young man attendant on a knight), from Old Norse 
sveinn

 ‘lad.’





Swainson's hawk

 
/ˌswānsənz ˈhôk/





I.
 
noun




a dark-colored, narrow-winged buteo of western North America.

[
Buteo swainsoni

 , family 
Accipitridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after William 
Swainson

 (1789–1855), English naturalist.





SWAK






abbreviation




sealed with a kiss (written on the flap of an envelope).













swale

 
/swāl/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 a low or hollow place, especially a marshy depression between ridges.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: British, of unknown origin.





swallow1


 
/ˈswälō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or allow (something, especially food or drink) to pass down the throat




•
 
she swallowed a mouthful slowly.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform the muscular movement of the esophagus required to do this, especially through fear or nervousness




•
 
she swallowed hard, sniffing back her tears.










3.
 
put up with or meekly accept (something insulting or unwelcome)




•
 
he seemed ready to swallow any insult.










4.
 
believe unquestioningly (a lie or unlikely assertion)




•
 
she had swallowed his story hook, line, and sinker.










5.
 
resist expressing (a feeling) or uttering (words)




•
 
he swallowed his pride.










6.
 
take in and cause to disappear; engulf




•
 
the dark mist 
swallowed

 her 
up

 .










7.
 
completely use up (money or resources)




•
 
debts 
swallowed up

 most of the money he had gotten for the house.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of swallowing something, especially food or drink




•
 
he downed his drink in one swallow.










2.
 
an amount of something swallowed in one action




•
 
he said he'd like just 
a swallow of

 pie.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swallowable






adjective













2.
 
swallower






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
swelgan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwelgen

 and German 
schwelgen

 .





swallow2


 
/ˈswälō/





I.
 
noun




a migratory swift-flying songbird with a forked tail and long pointed wings, feeding on insects in flight.

[Family 
Hirundinidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Hirundo

 , and numerous species, including the widespread 
barn swallow

 (
H. rustica

 ).]








II.
 
phrases





one swallow does not make a summer








‹proverb›

 a single fortunate event does not mean that what follows will also be good.















– origin

 Old English 
swealwe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwaluw

 and German 
Schwalbe

 .





swallow dive

 
/ˈswälō dīv/






noun




British term for swan dive
 .













swallowtail

 
/ˈswälōˌtāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
swallowtail butterfly

 )
 — a large brightly colored butterfly with taillike projections (suggestive of a swallow's tail) on the hind wings.

[Family 
Papilionidae

 : many genera and species, including the 
pipevine swallowtail

 (
Battus philenor

 ) of southern North America and the 
eastern tiger swallowtail

 (
Papilio glaucus

 ) of eastern North America.]




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a deeply forked tail; a thing resembling such a tail in shape




•
 
swallowtail suits.














II.
 
derivatives





swallow-tailed

 
/ˈswälōˌtāld /






adjective





















swallowwort

 
/ˈswälōwərt/






noun



1.
 
a plant of the milkweed family, the follicles of which suggest a swallow with outstretched wings, often becoming a weed.

[Several species in the family 
Asclepiadaceae

 , in particular the 
black swallowwort

 (
Cynanchum nigrum

 ).]




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the greater celandine, formerly believed to be used by swallows to restore their sight.













swam

 
/swam/






past of swim
 .









swami

 
/ˈswämē/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu male religious teacher


[as 
title

 ]


•
 
Swami Satchidananda.

















– origin

 from Hindi 
swāmī

 ‘master, prince,’ from Sanskrit 
svāmin

 .





Swammerdam, Jan

 
/ˈsvämərˌdäm/






(1637–80), Dutch naturalist and microscopist. He classified insects into four groups and was the first to observe red blood cells.










swamp

 
/swämp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of low-lying, uncultivated ground where water collects; a bog or marsh.




2.
 
used to emphasize the degree to which a piece of ground is waterlogged




•
 
the ceaseless deluge had turned the lawn into a swamp.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overwhelm or flood with water




•
 
a huge wave swamped the canoes.










2.
 
overwhelm with an excessive amount of something; inundate




•
 
feelings of guilt suddenly swamped her




•
 
the country 
was swamped with

 goods from abroad.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a boat) become overwhelmed with water and sink.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably ultimately from a Germanic base meaning ‘sponge’ or ‘fungus.’





swamp buggy






noun




an amphibious vehicle with wheels or a continuous track and an elevated body, used for navigating marshes or swamps.













swamp cabbage






noun




skunk cabbage, especially the species of western North America (
Lysichitum americanum

 ), the leaves of which are sometimes used in cooking.













swamp cooler






noun




informal term for evaporative cooler
 .













swamp cypress






noun




chiefly British term for bald cypress
 .













swamper

 
/ˈswämpər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a laborer, especially one employed as a general assistant to a riverboat captain.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a worker who trims felled trees and clears a road for lumberers in a forest.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(US)

 a native or inhabitant of a swampy region.













swamp fever






noun



1.
 
a contagious viral disease of horses that causes anemia and emaciation and is usually fatal.




2.
 


‹dated›

 malaria.














swamp gas






noun




another term for marsh gas
 .













swampland

 
/ˈswämpˌland/






noun

 — (also 
swamplands

 )


1.
 
land consisting of swamps.













swampy

 
/ˈswämpē/






adjective




characteristic of or resembling a swamp




•
 
a swampy area.



















swan

 
/swän/





I.
 
noun




a large waterbird with a long flexible neck, short legs, webbed feet, a broad bill, and typically all-white plumage.

[Genus 
Cygnus

 (and 
Coscoroba

 ): several species.]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 move about or go somewhere in a casual, relaxed way, typically perceived as irresponsible or ostentatious by others




•
 
swanning around in a $2,000 sharkskin suit doesn't make you a Renaissance prince.














III.
 
derivatives





swanlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwaan

 and German 
Schwan

 .





Swan, Sir Joseph Wilson

 
/swän/






(1828–1914), English physicist and chemist. He devised an electric light bulb in 1860, and in 1883 he formed a partnership with Thomas Edison to manufacture it.










swan dive

 
/swän dīv /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a dive performed with one's arms outspread until close to the water.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
swan-dive

 )


1.
 
perform a swan drive.













swank

 
/swaNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
display one's wealth, knowledge, or achievements in a way that is intended to impress others




•
 


swanking about

 , playing the dashing young master spy.














II.
 
noun




behavior, talk, or display intended to impress others




•
 
a little money will buy you a good deal of swank.














III.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 another term for swanky
 :




•
 
coming out of some swank nightclub.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






swanky

 
/ˈswaNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 stylishly luxurious and expensive




•
 
directors with swanky company cars.










2.
 


‹informal›

 using one's wealth, knowledge, or achievements to try to impress others.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swankily

 
/-kəlē /






adverb













2.
 
swankiness






noun





















swan neck

 
/swän nek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a curved structure shaped like a swan's neck


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a small swan-neck dispenser.










2.
 
another term for gooseneck
 .








II.
 
derivatives





swan-necked






adjective





















swannery

 
/ˈswänərē/






noun




a place set aside for swans to breed.













Swan River






a river in western Australia. Rising as the Avon River southeast of Perth, it flows north and west through Perth to the Indian Ocean at Fremantle. It was the site of the first free European settlement in the state of Western Australia.









swansdown

 
/ˈswänzdoun /

 
swan's down






noun



1.
 
the fine down of a swan, used for trimmings and powder puffs.




2.
 
a thick cotton fabric with a soft nap on one side, used especially for baby clothes.




3.
 
a soft, thick fabric made from wool mixed with a little silk or cotton.














Swansea

 
/ˈswänzē/






a city in southern Wales, on the Bristol Channel; pop. 173,500 (est. 2009).

Welsh name Abertawe
 .









Swanson, Gloria

 
/ˈswänsən/






(1899–1983), US actress; born 
Gloria May Josephine Svensson

 . She was a major star of silent movies, such as 
Sadie Thompson

 (1928), but is chiefly known for her performance as the fading movie star in 
Sunset Boulevard

 (1950).









swan song





I.
 
noun




a person's final public performance or professional activity before retirement




•
 
he has decided to make this tour his swan song.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: suggested by German 
Schwanengesang

 , a song like that fabled to be sung by a dying swan.





swan-upping

 
/ˈswän ˌəpiNG/






noun






(Brit.)

 the annual practice of catching the swans on the River Thames and marking them to indicate their ownership.














swap

 
/swäp /

 
swop





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in an exchange of




•
 
we swapped phone numbers




•
 
I'd 
swap

 places 
with

 you any day




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I was wondering if you'd like to 
swap with

 me.










2.
 
give (one thing) and receive something else in exchange




•
 


swap

 one of your sandwiches 
for

 a cheese and pickle?










3.
 
substitute (one thing) for another




•
 
I 
swapped

 my busy life on Wall Street 
for

 a peaceful mountain retreat.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of exchanging one thing for another




•
 
let's 
do a swap

 .










2.
 
a thing that has been or may be given in exchange for something else




•
 
I've got one already, but I'll keep this as a swap.










3.
 


[Finance]

 an exchange of liabilities between two borrowers, either so that each acquires access to funds in a currency they need or so that a fixed interest rate is exchanged for a floating rate.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swappable






adjective













2.
 
swapper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘throw forcibly’): probably imitative of a resounding blow. Current senses have arisen from an early use meaning ‘clasp hands as a token of agreement.’





swapfile

 
/ˈswäpfīl/






noun






[Computing]

 a file on a hard disk used to provide space for programs that have been transferred from the processor's memory.













swap meet






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a gathering at which enthusiasts or collectors trade or exchange items of common interest




•
 
a computer swap meet.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a flea market.













SWAPO

 
/ˈswäpō /

 
Swapo






abbreviation




South West Africa People's Organization.













swap shop






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an agency that provides a communication channel for people with articles to exchange or trade




•
 
radio swap shops remain popular ways to exchange goods in farm communities.










2.
 


‹informal›

 an event to which people are invited to bring articles for exchange or trade.













swaption

 
/ˈswäpSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Finance]

 an option giving the right but not the obligation to engage in a swap.











– origin

 1980s: blend of swap
 and option
 .





sward

 
/swôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an expanse of short grass.




2.
 


[Farming]

 the upper layer of soil, especially when covered with grass.








II.
 
derivatives





swarded






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sweard

 ‘skin.’ The sense ‘upper layer of soil’ developed in late Middle English (at first in phrases such as 
sward of the earth

 ).





sware

 
/swer/






archaic past of swear
 .









swarf

 
/swôrf/





I.
 
noun




fine chips or filings of stone, metal, or other material produced by a machining operation.




•
 
a curl of metal swarf.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: either from Old English 
geswearf

 ‘filings’ or from Old Norse 
svarf

 ‘file dust.’





swarm

 
/swôrm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large or dense group of insects, especially flying ones.




2.
 
a large number of honeybees that leave a hive en masse with a newly fertilized queen in order to establish a new colony.




3.
 
(
a swarm/swarms of

 )
 — a large number of people or things




•
 
a swarm of journalists.










4.
 
a series of similar-sized earthquakes occurring together, typically near a volcano.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large number of minor celestial objects occurring together in space, especially a dense shower of meteors.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of insects) move in or form a swarm


(as 
adj.

 
swarming

 )


•
 
swarming locusts.










2.
 
(of honeybees, ants, or termites) issue from the nest in large numbers with a newly fertilized queen in order to found new colonies




•
 
the bees had swarmed and left the hive.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move somewhere in large numbers




•
 
protesters were swarming into the building.










4.
 
(
swarm with

 )
 — (of a place) be crowded or overrun with (moving people or things)




•
 
the place was swarming with police.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





swarm up






climb (something) rapidly by gripping it with one's hands and feet, alternately hauling and pushing oneself upward




•
 
I swarmed up the mast.





















– origin

 Old English 
swearm

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to German 
Schwarm

 , probably also to the base of Sanskrit 
svarati

 ‘it sounds.’






swarmer

 
/ˈswôrmər /

 
swarmer cell






noun






[Biology]

 another term for zoospore
 .














swart

 
/swôrt/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 swarthy.











– origin

 Old English 
sweart

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwart

 and German 
schwarz

 .





swarthy

 
/ˈswôrT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




dark-skinned




•
 
she looked frail standing next to her strong and swarthy brother.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swarthily

 
/-T͟Həlē /






adverb













2.
 
swarthiness

 
/ˈswôrT͟Hēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
swarty

 (see swart
 ).






swash1


 
/swôSH, swäSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water or an object in water) move with a splashing sound




•
 
the water swashed and rippled around the car wheels.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) flamboyantly swagger about or wield a sword




•
 
he swashed about self-confidently.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the rush of seawater up the beach after the breaking of a wave.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the motion or sound of water dashing or washing against something.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make a noise like swords clashing or beating on shields’): imitative.





swash2


 
/swôSH, swäSH/





I.
 
adjective






[Printing]

 denoting an ornamental written or printed character, typically a capital letter.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





swashbuckle

 
/ˈswôSHˌbəkəl, ˈswäSH-/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
swashbuckling

 )


1.
 
engage in daring and romantic adventures with ostentatious bravado or flamboyance




•
 
a crew of swashbuckling buccaneers.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from swashbuckler
 .






swashbuckler

 
/ˈswôSHˌbək(ə)lər ˈswäSHˌbək(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun




a swashbuckling person.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from swash
 1
 + buckler
 .





swash plate






noun




an inclined disk revolving on an axle and giving reciprocating motion to a part in contact with it.













swastika

 
/ˈswästəkə/





I.
 
noun




an ancient symbol in the form of an equal-armed cross with each arm continued at a right angle, used (in clockwise form) as the emblem of the German Nazi Party.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Sanskrit 
svastika

 , from 
svasti

 ‘well-being,’ from 
su

 ‘good’ + 
asti

 ‘being.’





swat

 
/swät/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit or crush (something, especially an insect) with a sharp blow from a flat object




•
 
I swatted a mosquito that had landed on my wrist




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 


swatting at

 a fly.










2.
 
hit (someone) with a sharp blow




•
 
she swatted him over the head with a rolled-up magazine.














II.
 
noun




a sharp slap or blow




•
 
the dog gave the hedgehog a sideways swat.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘sit down’): northern English dialect and US variant of squat
 .





swatch

 
/swäCH swôCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small sample of fabric intended to demonstrate the look of a larger piece.




2.
 
a collection of fabric samples, especially in the form of a book.




3.
 
a sample of paint, makeup, etc. applied to a surface or one's skin to test or demonstrate the color




•
 
red lipstick swatches




•
 
the walls were covered with multicoloured paint swatches.










4.
 
a patch or area of a material or surface




•
 
the sunset had filled the sky with swatches of deep orange.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a sample of (paint, makeup, etc.) to a surface or one's skin to test or demonstrate the color




•
 
I got the polishes yesterday, and I've swatched them all.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots and northern English, denoting the counterfoil of a tally, and later a tally fixed to a piece of cloth before dyeing): of unknown origin.





swath

 
/swäTH swôTH /

 
swathe





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a row or line of grass, grain, or other crop as it lies when mown or reaped.




2.
 
a strip left clear by the passage of a mowing machine or scythe




•
 
the combine had cut a deep swath around the border of the fields.










3.
 
a broad strip or area of something




•
 
vast 
swaths of

 countryside




•
 


‹figurative›

 
a

 significant 
swath of

 popular opinion.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
cut a swath through






pass through (something) causing great damage, destruction, or change




•
 
a tornado cut a two-mile long swath through residential neighborhoods.















2.
 
cut a wide swath








(N. Amer.)

 attract a great deal of attention by trying to impress others.















– origin

 Old English 
swæth

 , 
swathu

 ‘track, trace’; related to Dutch 
zwad(e

 ) and German 
Schwade

 . In Middle English the term denoted a measure of the width of grassland, probably reckoned by a sweep of the mower's scythe.






swathe

 
/swāT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be swathed in

 )


1.
 
wrap in several layers of fabric




•
 
his hands were swathed in bandages.














II.
 
noun




a piece or strip of material in which something is wrapped.











– origin

 late Old English 
swath-

 (noun), 
swathian

 (verb); compare with swaddle
 .





swather

 
/ˈswäT͟Hər, ˈswäTH-/






noun




a device on a mowing machine for raising uncut fallen grain and marking the line between cut and uncut grain.














Swatow

 
/swäˈtou/






former name of Shantou
 .










SWAT team

 
/ˈswät ˌtēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of elite police marksmen who specialize in high-risk tasks such as hostage rescue.




2.
 
any group of specialists brought in to solve a difficult or urgent problem




•
 
an economic SWAT team that aims to bolster the region's hunting and outdoor recreation industry.

















– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
Special Weapons and Tactics

 .





swatting

 
/ˈswädiNG/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the action or practice of making a prank call to emergency services in an attempt to bring about the dispatch of a large number of armed police officers to a particular address




•
 
he found out that he was a victim of swatting after police surrounded his home on Thursday




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the officers realized they had been sent to the house as part of a swatting prank.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: with reference to the possibility that a SWAT team
 will be summoned.






sway

 
/swā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move slowly or rhythmically backward and forward or from side to side


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he swayed slightly on his feet




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swaying

 )
 
swaying palm trees




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
wind rattled and swayed the trees.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — control or influence (a person or course of action)




•
 
he's easily swayed by other people.










3.
 


‹literary›

 rule; govern




•
 
now let the Lord forever reign and sway us as he will.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a rhythmical movement from side to side




•
 
the easy sway of her hips.










2.
 
rule; control




•
 
the part of the continent 
under

 Russia's 
sway

 .














III.
 
phrases





hold sway






have great power or influence over a particular person, place, or domain.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





sway something up








[Nautical]

 hoist a mast into position.















– origin

 Middle English: corresponding in sense to Low German 
swājen

 ‘be blown to and fro’ and Dutch 
zwaaien

 ‘swing, walk in a tottering way.’





swayback

 
/ˈswābak/





I.
 
noun




an abnormally hollowed back, especially in a horse; lordosis.








II.
 
derivatives





sway-backed

 
/ˈswābakt /






adjective





















Swayne, Noah Haynes

 
/swān/






(1804–84), US Supreme Court associate justice 1862–81. Appointed to the Court by President Lincoln, he opposed slavery and advocated expanded federal powers.









Swazi

 
/ˈswäzē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting Swaziland and parts of eastern Transvaal.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Swaziland.




3.
 
the Nguni language of the Swazi, an official language in Swaziland and South Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Swaziland, the Swazis, or their language.











– origin

 from the name of 
Mswati

 , a 19th-century king of the Swazis.





Swaziland

 
/ˈswäzēˌland/





I.
 
a small landlocked kingdom in southern Africa, bounded by South Africa and Mozambique; pop. 1,337,200 (est. 2009); capital, Mbabane; languages, Swazi and English (both official).





Swaziland was a South African protectorate from 1894 and came under British rule in 1902 after the Second Boer War. In 1968 it became a fully independent Commonwealth of Nations state.





SWB






abbreviation




short wheelbase.













swbd.






abbreviation




switchboard.













SWbS






abbreviation




southwest by south.













SWbW






abbreviation




southwest by west.













Swe.






abbreviation



1.
 
Sweden.




2.
 
Swedish.














swear

 
/swer/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — make a solemn statement or promise undertaking to do something or affirming that something is the case


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
Maria made me swear I would never tell anyone




•
 
I 
swear by

 all I hold dear that I had nothing to do with it




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
he swore to obey the rules




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Never again,” she swore, “will I be short of money”




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they were reluctant to swear allegiance.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take (an oath)




•
 
he forced them to swear an oath of loyalty to him.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take a solemn oath as to the truth of (a statement)




•
 
I asked him if he would swear a statement to this effect.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (someone) promise to observe a certain course of action




•
 
I've been 
sworn to

 secrecy.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use offensive language, especially as an expression of anger




•
 
Peter swore under his breath.














II.
 
phrases





swear up and down








‹informal›

 affirm something emphatically




•
 
he swore up and down they'd never get him up on that stage.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
swear by








‹informal›

 have or express great confidence in the use, value, or effectiveness of




•
 
Iris swears by her yoga.















2.
 
swear someone in






admit someone to a particular office or position by directing them to take a formal oath




•
 
he was sworn in as president on July 10.















3.
 
swear off








‹informal›

 promise to abstain from




•
 
I'd sworn off alcohol.















4.
 
swear something out








[Law]

 obtain the issue of (a warrant for arrest) by making a charge on oath.









5.
 
swear to






express one's assurance that something is the case




•
 
I couldn't swear to it, but I'm pretty sure it's his writing.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swearer

 
/ˈswerər /






noun













2.
 
sweary






adjective






‹informal›





















– origin

 Old English 
swerian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zweren

 , German 
schwören

 , also to answer
 .





swearing

 
/ˈsweriNG/






noun




the use of offensive language




•
 
there's a lot of swearing in the show.



















swear word

 
/swe(ə)r wərd/






noun




an offensive word, used especially as an expression of anger.














sweat

 
/swet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
moisture exuded through the pores of the skin, typically in profuse quantities as a reaction to heat, physical exertion, fever, or fear.




2.
 
an instance of exuding moisture through the pores of the skin




•
 
even thinking about him made me 
break out in a sweat






•
 
we'd all 
worked up a sweat

 in spite of the cold.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a state of flustered anxiety or distress




•
 
I don't believe he'd 
get into

 such 
a sweat

 about a girl.










4.
 


‹informal›

 hard work; effort




•
 
computer graphics take a lot of the sweat out of animation.










5.
 
(
sweats

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 informal term for sweatsuit
 or sweatpants
 .




6.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting loose casual garments made of thick, fleecy cotton




•
 
sweat tops and bottoms.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — exude sweat




•
 
he was sweating profusely.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
sweat something out/off

 )
 — get rid of (something) from the body by exuding sweat




•
 
a well-hydrated body sweats out waste products more efficiently.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a person or animal) to exude sweat by exercise or exertion




•
 
cold as it was, the climb had sweated him.










4.
 
(of food or an object) ooze or exude beads of moisture onto its surface




•
 
cheese stored at room temperature will quickly begin to sweat.










5.
 
(of a person) exert a great deal of strenuous effort




•
 
I've 
sweated over

 this for six months.










6.
 
(of a person) be or remain in a state of extreme anxiety, typically for a prolonged period




•
 
I let her sweat for a while, then I asked her out again.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 worry about (something)




•
 
he's not going to have a lot of time to sweat the details.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — heat (chopped vegetables) slowly in a pan with a small amount of fat, so that they cook in their own juices




•
 
sweat the celery and onions with olive oil and seasoning.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of chopped vegetables) be cooked by sweating




•
 
let the chopped onion sweat gently for five minutes.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject (metal) to surface melting, especially to fasten or join by solder without a soldering iron




•
 
the tire is sweated onto the wooden parts.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
break a sweat








‹informal›

 exert oneself physically.









2.
 
by the sweat of one's brow






by one's own hard work, typically manual labor.









3.
 
don't sweat it






used to urge someone not to worry.









4.
 
no sweat








‹informal›

 used to convey that one perceives no difficulty or problem with something




•
 
“We haven't any decaf, I'm afraid.” “No sweat.”















5.
 
sweat blood





a.
 


‹informal›

 make an extraordinarily strenuous effort to do something




•
 
she's sweated blood to support her family.










b.
 
be extremely anxious




•
 
we've been sweating blood over the question of what is right.















6.
 
sweat buckets








‹informal›

 sweat profusely.









7.
 
sweat bullets








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 be extremely anxious or nervous.









8.
 
sweat it out





a.
 


‹informal›

 endure an unpleasant experience, typically one involving physical exertion in great heat




•
 
about 1,500 runners are expected to sweat it out in this year's run.










b.
 
wait in a state of extreme anxiety for something to happen or be resolved




•
 
he sweated it out until the lab report was back.















9.
 
sweat the small stuff








(US)

 
‹informal›

 worry about trivial things.















– origin

 Old English 
swāt

 (noun), 
swǣtan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zweet

 and German 
Schweiss

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
sudor

 .





sweatband

 
/ˈswetˌband/






noun



1.
 
a band of absorbent material worn around the head or wrist to soak up sweat, especially by participants in sports.




2.
 
a band of absorbent material lining a hat.













sweatbox

 
/ˈswetˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a confined space in which one or more individuals are punished or tortured with conditions of extreme heat and dehydration.




2.
 
a heated compartment in which perspiration is induced, to encourage weight loss, pore cleansing, etc.













sweat equity






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an interest or increased value in a property earned from labor toward upkeep or restoration.













sweater

 
/ˈswedər/






noun



1.
 
a knitted garment typically with long sleeves, worn over the upper body.




2.
 


‹dated›

 an employer who works employees hard in poor conditions for low pay.













sweater set






noun




another term for twinset
 .













sweat gland

 
/swet ɡland/






noun




a small gland that secretes sweat, situated in the dermis of the skin. Such glands are found over most of the body, and have a simple coiled tubular structure.













sweating sickness

 
/swediNG ˈsiknis/






noun




any of various fevers with intense sweating, epidemic in England in the 15th–16th centuries.













sweat lodge






noun




a hut, typically dome-shaped and made with natural materials, used by North American Indians for ritual steam baths as a means of purification.














sweatpants

 
/ˈswetpan(t)s/






plural noun




loose, warm trousers with an elasticized or drawstring waist, worn when exercising or as leisurewear.













sweatshirt

 
/ˈswetˌSHərt/






noun




a loose, heavy shirt, typically made of cotton, worn when exercising or as leisurewear.













sweatshop

 
/ˈswetˌSHäp/






noun




a factory or workshop, especially in the clothing industry, where manual workers are employed at very low wages for long hours and under poor conditions.













sweat sock






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a thick, absorbent, calf-length sock, often worn with athletic shoes.














sweatsuit

 
/ˈswetˌso͞ot/






noun




a suit consisting of a sweatshirt and sweatpants, worn when exercising or as leisurewear.













sweaty

 
/ˈswedē/





I.
 
adjective




exuding, soaked in, or inducing sweat




•
 
my feet got so hot and sweaty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sweatily

 
/ˈswedəlē /






adverb













2.
 
sweatiness

 
/ˈswedēnəs /






noun





















swede

 
/swēd/





I.
 
noun




British term for rutabaga
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Swede
 , being first introduced into Scotland from Sweden in 1781–82.






Swede

 
/swēd/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Sweden, or a person of Swedish descent.











– origin

 from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
Swēde

 , probably from Old Norse 
Svíthjóth

 , from 
Svíar

 ‘Swedes’ + 
thjóth

 ‘people.’






Sweden

 
/ˈswēdn/





I.
 
a country that occupies the eastern part of the Scandinavian peninsula; pop. 9,059,700 (est. 2009); capital, Stockholm; language, Swedish (official).

Swedish name Sverige
 .





Originally united in the 12th century, Sweden formed part of the Union of Kalmar with Denmark and Norway from 1397 until its re-emergence as an independent kingdom in 1523. Between 1814 and 1905, it was united with Norway. A constitutional monarchy, Sweden has pursued a policy of nonalignment, and it remained neutral in the two world wars. Sweden joined the European Union in 1995.





Swedenborg, Emanuel

 
/ˈswēdnˌbôrɡ/





I.
 
(1688–1772), Swedish scientist, philosopher, and mystic. The spiritual beliefs that he expounded after a series of mystical experiences blended Christianity with pantheism and theosophy.




II.
 
derivatives





Swedenborgian

 
/ˌswēdənˈbôrɡēən /






adjective, noun





















Swede saw





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Canadian)

 a type of saw with a bowlike tubular frame and many cutting teeth.











– origin

 
Swede

 in the sense ‘Swedish.’





Swedish

 
/ˈswēdiSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Sweden, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun




the North Germanic language of Sweden, also spoken in parts of Finland.













Swedish massage






noun




a popular general-purpose system of massage, devised in Sweden.














sweep

 
/swēp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clean (an area) by brushing away dirt or litter




•
 
I've swept the floor




•
 
Greg 
swept out

 the kitchen.










2.
 
move or remove (dirt or litter) by sweeping




•
 
she swept the tea leaves into a dustpan.










3.
 
move or push (someone or something) with great force




•
 
I was swept along by the crowd.










4.
 
brush (hair) back from one's face or upward




•
 
long hair swept up into a high chignon.










5.
 
search (an area) for something




•
 
the detective swept the room for hair and fingerprints.










6.
 
examine (a place or thing) for electronic listening devices




•
 
the line is swept every fifteen minutes.










7.
 
cover (an entire area) with a gun




•
 
they were trying to get the Lewis gun up behind some trees from where they would sweep the trench.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move swiftly and smoothly




•
 
a large black car swept past the open windows




•
 


‹figurative›

 a wave of sympathy swept over him.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move swiftly and smoothly




•
 
he swept his hand around the room.










10.
 
(of a person) move in a confident and stately manner




•
 
she swept magnificently from the hall.










11.
 
(of a geographical or natural feature) extend continuously in a particular direction, especially in a curve




•
 
green forests swept down the hillsides.










12.
 
affect (an area or place) swiftly and widely




•
 
the rebellion had swept through all four of the country's provinces




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
violence swept the country.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 win all the games in (a series); take each of the winning or main places in (a contest or event)




•
 
we knew we had to sweep these three home games.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of sweeping something with a brush




•
 
I was giving the floor a quick sweep.










2.
 
short for chimney sweep
 .




3.
 
a long, swift, curving movement




•
 
a grandiose sweep of his hand.










4.
 


[Electronics]

 the movement of a beam across the screen of a cathode ray tube.




5.
 
a comprehensive search or survey of a place or area




•
 
the police finished their sweep through the woods.










6.
 
(often 
sweeps

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a survey of the ratings of broadcast stations, carried out at regular intervals to determine advertising rates.




7.
 
a long, typically curved stretch of road, river, country, etc.




•
 
we could see a wide sweep of country perhaps a hundred miles across.










8.
 
a curved part of a driveway in front of a building




•
 
one fork of the driveway continued on to the gravel sweep.










9.
 
the range or scope of something




•
 
the whole sweep of the history of the USSR.










10.
 


‹informal›

 a sweepstake.




11.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an instance of winning every event, award, or place in a contest




•
 
a World Series sweep.










12.
 
a long heavy oar used to row a barge or other vessel


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a big, heavy sweep oar.










13.
 
a sail of a windmill.




14.
 
a long pole mounted as a lever for raising buckets from a well.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a clean sweep






see clean
 .









2.
 
sweep the board (or boards)






win every event or prize in a contest.









3.
 
sweep someone off their feet






see foot
 .









4.
 
sweep something under the rug (or carpet)






conceal or ignore a problem or difficulty in the hope that it will be forgotten.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





sweep something away (or aside)






remove, dispel, or abolish something in a swift and sudden way




•
 
Nahum's smile swept away the air of apprehensive gloom.





















– origin

 Old English 
swāpan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
schweifen

 ‘sweep in a curve.’





sweepback

 
/ˈswēpbak/






noun




the angle at which an aircraft's wing is set back from a right angle to the body.













sweeper

 
/ˈswēpər/






noun



1.
 
a person or device that cleans a floor or road by sweeping.




2.
 
a small nocturnal shoaling fish of reefs and coastal waters, occurring chiefly in the tropical Indo-Pacific.

[Family 
Pempheridae

 : several genera and species, including the western Atlantic 
glassy sweeper

 (
Pempheris schomburgki

 ), with transparent young.]













sweeping

 
/ˈswēpiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wide in range or effect




•
 
we cannot recommend any sweeping alterations.










2.
 
extending or performed in a long, continuous curve




•
 
sweeping, desolate moorlands




•
 
a smooth sweeping motion.










3.
 
(of a statement) taking no account of particular cases or exceptions; too general




•
 
a sweeping assertion.














II.
 
noun

 — (
sweepings

 )


1.
 
dirt or refuse collected by sweeping




•
 
the sweepings from the house.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sweepingly

 
/ˈswēpiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
sweepingness

 
/ˈswēpiNGnəs /






noun





















sweep second hand






noun




a second hand on a clock or watch, moving on the same dial as the other hands.














sweepstakes

 
/ˈswēpˌstāks/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ] (also 
sweepstake

 )


1.
 
a form of gambling, especially on horse races, in which all the stakes are divided among the winners


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a sweepstakes ticket.










2.
 
a race on which money is bet and divided among the winners.




3.
 
a promotional drawing in which prizes are given away at no charge to the participants.




4.
 
a prize or prizes won in a sweepstakes.














sweet

 
/swēt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the pleasant taste characteristic of sugar or honey; not salty, sour, or bitter




•
 
a cup of hot sweet tea




•
 


‹figurative›

 a sweet taste of success.










2.
 
(of air, water, or food) fresh, pure, and untainted




•
 
lungfuls of the clean, sweet air.










3.
 
[often in 
combination

 ]
 — smelling pleasant like flowers or perfume; fragrant




•
 
sweet-scented flowers.










4.
 
pleasing in general; delightful




•
 
it was the sweet life he had always craved.










5.
 
highly satisfying or gratifying




•
 
some sweet, short-lived revenge.










6.
 
[often as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used in expressions of assent or approval




•
 
Yeah, I'd like to come to the party. Sweet.










7.
 
working, moving, or done smoothly or easily




•
 
the sweet handling of this motorcycle.










8.
 
(of sound) melodious or harmonious




•
 
the sweet notes of the flute.










9.
 


(chiefly US)

 denoting music, especially jazz, played at a steady tempo without improvisation.




10.
 
(of a person or action) pleasant and kind or thoughtful




•
 
a very sweet nurse came along.










11.
 
(especially of a person or animal) charming and endearing




•
 
a sweet little cat.










12.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
sweet on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 infatuated or in love with




•
 
she seemed quite sweet on him.










13.
 
dear; beloved




•
 
my sweet love.










14.
 


‹archaic›

 used as a respectful form of address




•
 
go to thy rest, sweet sir.










15.
 
used for emphasis in various phrases and exclamations




•
 
What had happened? Sweet nothing.










16.
 
(
one's own sweet ——

 )
 — used to emphasize the unpredictable individuality of someone's actions




•
 
I'd rather carry on in my own sweet way.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a small shaped piece of confectionery made with sugar




•
 
a bag of sweets.










2.
 
(
sweets

 )
 — sweet foods, collectively




•
 
Americans eat too many sweets.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a sweet dish forming a course of a meal; a dessert




•
 
she served up a lovely sweet made with whipped chestnuts and almond paste.










4.
 
used as an affectionate form of address to a person one is very fond of




•
 
hello, my sweet.










5.
 
(
the sweet

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the sweet part or element of something




•
 
you have had the bitter, now comes the sweet.










6.
 
(
sweets

 )
 — the pleasures or delights found in something




•
 
the sweets of office.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
sweet dreams






used to express good wishes to a person going to bed.









2.
 
sweet sixteen






used to refer to the age of sixteen as characterized by prettiness and innocence in a girl.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
sweetish

 
/ˈswēdiSH /






adjective













2.
 
sweetly

 
/ˈswētlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
swēte

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zoet

 , German 
süss

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
suavis

 and Greek 
hēdus

 .






sweet acacia






noun




another term for huisache
 .













sweet-and-sour

 
/ˈˌswēd ən ˈsou(ə)r/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of Chinese-style food) cooked in a sauce containing sugar and either vinegar or lemon.














sweet birch






noun




a North American birch, especially of Appalachian forests, with brown or black bark and smooth twigs that smell of wintergreen when broken or crushed. The leaves and sap of sweet birch yield oil of wintergreen (see wintergreen
 ).

Also called black birch
 . [
Betula lenta

 , family 
Betulaceae

 .]













sweetbread

 
/ˈswētˌbred/






noun




the thymus gland (or, rarely, the pancreas) of an animal, especially as used for food.














sweetbrier

 
/ˈswētˌbrīər /

 
sweetbriar






noun




a Eurasian wild rose with fragrant leaves and flowers.

[
Rosa eleganteria

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]













sweet butter






noun




a type of unsalted butter made from fresh pasteurized cream.














sweet cherry






noun




another term for mazzard
 .













sweet cicely

 
/swēt ˈsisilē/






noun




another term for cicely
 .














sweet clover

 
/swēt ˈklōvər/






noun




another term for melilot
 .













sweet corn

 
/ˈswēt kôrn/






noun



1.
 
corn of a variety with kernels that have a high sugar content. It is grown for human consumption and is harvested while slightly immature.




2.
 
the kernels of sweet corn eaten as a vegetable.













sweeten

 
/ˈswētn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become sweet or sweeter, especially in taste


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a cup of coffee sweetened with saccharin




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her smile sweetened.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make more agreeable or acceptable




•
 
there is no way to sweeten the statement.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 induce (someone) to be well disposed or helpful to oneself




•
 
I am in the process of 
sweetening

 him 
up

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
sweeten the pill






see pill
 1
 .









2.
 
sweeten the pot





a.
 
add to the total sum of bets made in poker.




b.
 
add an inducement, typically in the form of money or a concession




•
 
he is trying to sweeten the pot, offering workers a 50-cent raise.























sweetener

 
/ˈswēt(ə)nər ˈswētnər/






noun



1.
 
a substance used to sweeten food or drink, especially one other than sugar.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an inducement, typically in the form of money or a concession




•
 
these sweeteners made rental cars a bargain.




















sweet flag

 
sweetflag






noun




an Old World waterside plant of the arum family, with leaves that resemble those of the iris. It is used medicinally and as a flavoring.

Also called calamus
 . [
Acorus calamus

 , family 
Araceae

 .]














sweet gale





I.
 
noun




a deciduous shrub of boggy places, with short upright catkins and aromatic gray-green leaves. It has insecticidal properties.

Also called bog myrtle
 . [
Myrica gale

 , family 
Myricaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: 
gale

 from Old English 
gagel

 , 
gagelle

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gagel

 , German 
Gagel

 .





sweet galingale






noun




another term for galingale
 (
sense

 1).













sweetgrass

 
/ˈswētɡras/






noun




any of a number of grasses that possess a sweet flavor, making them attractive to livestock, or a sweet smell, resulting in their former use as herbs for strewing or burning.

[
Glyceria

 , 
Hierochloe

 , and other genera, family 
Gramineae

 .]














sweet gum






noun




the North American liquidambar, which yields a balsam and decorative heartwood that is marketed as satin walnut.

[
Liquidambar styraciflua

 , family 
Hamamelidaceae

 .]














sweetheart

 
/ˈswētˌhärt/






noun



1.
 
used as a term of endearment or affectionate form of address




•
 
don't worry, sweetheart, I've got it all worked out.










2.
 
a person with whom someone is having a romantic or sexual relationship




•
 
the pair were childhood sweethearts.










3.
 
a particularly lovable or pleasing person or thing




•
 
he is an absolute sweetheart.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting an arrangement reached privately by two sides, especially an employer and a labor union, in their own interests




•
 
a sweetheart agreement.



















sweetheart neckline






noun




a neckline on a dress or blouse that is low at the front and shaped like the top of a stylized heart.













sweetheart rose






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rose with small pink, white, or yellow flowers that are particularly attractive as buds.













sweetie

 
/ˈswēdē /

 

‹informal›







noun



1.
 
(also 
sweetie pie

 )
 — used as a term of endearment (especially as a form of address).




2.
 
a green-skinned grapefruit of a variety noted for its sweet taste.













sweeting

 
/ˈswēdiNG/






noun



1.
 
an apple of a sweet-flavored variety.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 darling.













sweetlips

 
/ˈswētlips /

 
sweetlip






noun




a patterned grunt (fish) that changes its color and markings with age, occurring in the Indo-Pacific.

[
Plectorhynchus

 and other genera, family 
Pomadasyidae

 : several species, including the 
oriental sweetlips

 (
P. orientalis

 ).]













sweetmeat

 
/ˈswētˌmēt/






noun






‹archaic›

 an item of confectionery or sweet food.













sweet milk






noun




fresh whole milk, as opposed to buttermilk.













sweetness

 
/ˈswētnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being sweet.




2.
 
used as an affectionate form of address, though often ironically




•
 
I've just got to go, sweetness.














II.
 
phrases





sweetness and light





a.
 
social or political harmony




•
 
the relationship was by no means all sweetness and light.










b.
 
a reasonable and peaceable person




•
 
when he's around she's all sweetness and light.























sweet pea

 
/ˈˌswēt ˈˌpē/






noun




a climbing plant of the pea family, widely cultivated for its colorful fragrant flowers.

[Genus 
Lathyrus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular 
L. odoratus

 , which originated in southern Italy and Sicily.]














sweet pepper

 
/ˈswēt ˌpepər/






noun




a large green, yellow, orange, or red variety of capsicum that has a mild or sweet flavor and is often eaten raw.

Also called bell pepper
 . [
Capsicum annuum

 var. 
annuum

 , ‘
grossum

 ’ group (or var. 
grossum

 ).]














sweet potato

 
/ˈswēt pəˌtādō/






noun



1.
 
an edible tropical tuber with pinkish orange, slightly sweet flesh.




2.
 
the Central American climbing plant that yields the sweet potato, widely cultivated in warm countries.

[
Ipomoea batatas

 , family 
Convolvulaceae

 .]




3.
 


‹informal›

 another term for ocarina
 .













sweet rocket






noun




a herbaceous plant of the cabbage family, cultivated for its long spikes of mauve or white flowers that are fragrant in the evening.

[
Hesperis matronalis

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













sweet-scented






adjective




having a sweet, pleasant smell




•
 
sweet-scented flowers.



















sweet-smelling






adjective




having a sweet, pleasant smell




•
 
sweet-smelling flowers.




















sweetsop

 
/ˈswētsäp/






noun



1.
 
a round or heart-shaped custard apple that has a green scaly rind and a sweet pulp.

Also called sugar apple
 .




2.
 
the tropical American evergreen shrub that yields the sweetsop.

[
Annona squamosa

 , family 
Annonaceae

 .]













sweet-sounding






adjective




having a gentle, clear, and melodious sound




•
 
a sweet-sounding female vocalist




•
 
his acoustic tracks are sweet-sounding.



















sweet spot






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the point or area on a bat, club, or racket at which it makes most effective contact with the ball.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an optimum point or combination of factors or qualities




•
 
the market may have reached its sweet spot, with prices high enough to encourage sellers but still low enough to promise a good return.



















sweet sultan






noun




a Near Eastern plant of the daisy family, with sweet-scented flowers, slender stems, and narrow gray-green leaves, cultivated for garden plantings.

[
Centaurea moschata

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













sweet talk

 
/swēt tôk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
insincerely praise (someone) in order to persuade them to do something




•
 
detectives 
sweet-talked them into

 confessing.














II.
 
noun




insincere praise used to persuade someone to do something.













sweet-tempered

 
/ˌswētˈtempərd/






adjective




not easily irritated or made angry




•
 
she's such a sweet-tempered, good-natured girl.



















sweet tooth





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a great liking for sweet-tasting foods.








II.
 
derivatives





sweet-toothed






adjective





















sweet violet






noun




a sweet-scented Old World violet with heart-shaped leaves, used in perfumery and as a flavoring.

[
Viola odorata

 , family 
Violaceae

 .]













sweet william

 
sweet William






noun




a fragrant garden pink with flattened clusters of vivid red, pink, or white flowers.

[
Dianthus barbatus

 , family 
Caryophyllaceae

 .]














swell

 
/swel/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a part of the body) become larger or rounder in size, typically as a result of an accumulation of fluid




•
 
her bruised knee was already 
swelling up






•
 


‹figurative›

 the sky was black and swollen with rain




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swollen

 )
 
swollen glands.










2.
 
become or make greater in intensity, number, amount, or volume


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the murmur swelled to a roar




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swelling

 )
 
the swelling ranks of Irish singer-songwriters




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the city's population was swollen by refugees.










3.
 
be intensely affected or filled with a particular emotion




•
 
she felt herself 
swell with

 pride.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a full or gently rounded shape or form




•
 
the soft swell of her breast.










2.
 
a gradual increase in sound, amount, or intensity




•
 
there was a swell of support in favor of him.










3.
 
a welling up of a feeling




•
 
a swell of pride swept over George.










4.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a slow, regular movement of the sea in rolling waves that do not break




•
 
there was a heavy swell.










5.
 
a mechanism for producing a crescendo or diminuendo in an organ or harmonium.




6.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a person of wealth or high social position, typically one perceived as fashionable or stylish




•
 
a crowd of city swells.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent; very good




•
 
you're looking swell.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 smart; fashionable




•
 
a swell boulevard.














IV.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellently; very well




•
 
everything was just going swell.














V.
 
phrases





someone's head swells






someone becomes conceited




•
 
I am not saying this to make your head swell




•
 
if I say this, you'll get 
swollen-headed

 .





















– origin

 Old English 
swellan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to German 
schwellen

 . Current senses of the noun date from the early 16th cent.; the informal adjectival use derives from 
sense

 4 
of the

 noun (late 18th cent).





swell box

 
/swel bäks/






noun




a part of a large organ in which some of the pipes are enclosed, with a movable shutter for controlling the sound level.













swelling

 
/ˈsweliNG/






noun



1.
 
an abnormal enlargement of a part of the body, typically as a result of an accumulation of fluid.




2.
 
a natural rounded protuberance




•
 
the lobes are prominent swellings on the base of the brain.



















swell organ






noun




a section of a large organ consisting of pipes enclosed in a swell box, usually played with an upper keyboard.













swelter

 
/ˈsweltər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or the atmosphere at a particular time or place) be uncomfortably hot




•
 
Barney sweltered in his doorman's uniform.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an uncomfortably hot atmosphere




•
 
the swelter of an August day.

















– origin

 Middle English: from the base of dialect 
swelt

 ‘perish,’ of Germanic origin.





sweltering

 
/ˈswelt(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




uncomfortably hot




•
 
the sweltering afternoon heat.














II.
 
derivatives





swelteringly






adverb





















swept

 
/swept/






past and past participle of sweep
 .









swept-back

 
/swept bak/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aircraft wing) positioned to point somewhat backward.













swept-up






adjective




another term for upswept
 .













swept-wing

 
/ˈsweptˌwiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aircraft) having swept-back wings.













swerve

 
/swərv/





I.
 
verb




change or cause to change direction abruptly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a car swerved around a corner




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he swerved the truck, narrowly missing a teenager on a skateboard.














II.
 
noun




an abrupt change of direction




•
 
do not make sudden swerves, particularly around parked vehicles.














III.
 
derivatives





swerver






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
sweorfan

 ‘depart, leave, turn aside,’ of Germanic origin; related to Middle Dutch 
swerven

 ‘to stray.’






Sweyn I

 
/sven, svān /

 
Sven






(died 1014), king of Denmark 
c.

 985–1014; known as 
Sweyn Forkbeard

 . From 1003, he launched a series of attacks on England, finally causing Ethelred the Unready to flee to Normandy at the end of 1013. Sweyn then became king of England but died five weeks later.









SWF






abbreviation



1.
 
single white female (used in personal ads).




2.
 
sovereign wealth fund.













swidden

 
/ˈswidn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of land cleared for cultivation by slashing and burning vegetation.




2.
 
the method of clearing land by slashing and burning vegetation




•
 
the practice of swidden.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a verb, originally dialect): variant of dialect 
swithen

 ‘to burn.’





swift

 
/swift/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
happening quickly or promptly




•
 
a remarkably swift recovery.










2.
 
moving or capable of moving at high speed




•
 
the water was very swift




•
 
the swiftest horse in his stable.














II.
 
adverb

 — except in combination


1.
 


‹literary›

 swiftly




•
 
streams that ran swift and clear




•
 
a swift-acting poison.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a swift-flying insectivorous bird with long slender wings and a superficial resemblance to a swallow, spending most of its life on the wing.

[Family 
Apodidae

 : several genera and numerous species, including the common 
Eurasian swift

 (
Apus apus

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
swift moth

 )
 — a moth, typically yellow-brown in color, with fast darting flight. The eggs are scattered in flight and the larvae live underground feeding on roots, where they can be a serious pest.

[Family 
Hepialidae

 : 
Hepialus

 and other genera.]




3.
 
a light, adjustable reel for holding a skein of silk or wool.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swiftly

 
/ˈswif(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
swiftness

 
/ˈswif(t)nəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (as an adjective), from the Germanic base of Old English 
swīfan

 ‘move in a course, sweep.’ The bird name dates from the mid 17th cent.





Swift, Jonathan

 
/swift/






(1667–1745), Irish satirist, poet, and Anglican cleric; known as 
Dean Swift

 . He is best known for 
Gulliver's Travels

 (1726), a satire on human society in the form of a fantastic tale of travels in imaginary lands.









swift-boat





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 target (a politician or public figure) with a campaign of personal attacks




•
 
when he got swift-boated, his campaign staffers didn't sit silently




•
 (as 
noun

 
swift-boating

 )
 
organized smearing and swift-boating of public figures.

















– origin

 2004: with allusion to 
Swift Boat Veterans for Truth

 , a political action committee that funded an advertising campaign criticizing 2004 US presidential candidate Senator John Kerry's record of military service aboard a swift boat, a type of US Navy patrol craft, during the Vietnam War.





swift fox






noun




a small fox with a yellowish-buff coat and a black-tipped tail, living on the plains of North America.

[
Vulpes velox

 , family 
Canidae

 .]













swiftlet

 
/ˈswif(t)lət/






noun




a small swift found in southern Asia and Australasia.

[Genera 
Aerodramus

 and 
Collocalia

 , family 
Apodidae

 : many species.]













swig

 
/swiɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink in large gulps




•
 
Dave swigged the wine in five gulps




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
old men 
swigged from

 bottles of plum brandy.














II.
 
noun




a large draft of drink




•
 
he took a swig of tea.














III.
 
derivatives





swigger






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun in the obsolete sense ‘liquor’): of unknown origin.





swill

 
/swil/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 wash or rinse out (an area or container) by pouring large amounts of water or other liquid over or into it




•
 
I 
swilled out

 the mug.










2.
 
cause (liquid) to swirl around in a container or cavity




•
 
she gently 
swilled

 her brandy 
around

 her glass.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a liquid) move or splash about over a surface




•
 
the icy water swilled around us.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — drink (something) greedily or in large quantities




•
 
they whiled away their evening swilling pints of beer




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swilling

 )
 
his beer-swilling pals.










5.
 
accompany (food) with large quantities of drink




•
 
a feast swilled down with pints of cider.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
kitchen refuse and scraps of waste food mixed with water for feeding to pigs.




2.
 
alcohol of inferior quality




•
 
the beer was just warm swill.










3.
 
a large mouthful of a drink




•
 
a swill of ale.














III.
 
derivatives





swiller

 
/ˈswilər /






noun




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
beer-swillers

























– origin

 Old English 
swillan

 , 
swilian

 (verb), of unknown origin. The noun dates from the mid 16th cent.






swim

 
/swim/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — propel the body through water by using the limbs, or (in the case of a fish or other aquatic animal) by using fins, tail, or other bodily movement




•
 
they swam ashore




•
 
Adrian taught her to swim breaststroke.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cross (a particular stretch of water) by swimming




•
 
she swam the Channel.










3.
 
float on or at the surface of a liquid




•
 
bubbles swam on the surface.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to float or move across water




•
 
the Russians were able to swim their infantry carriers across.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be immersed in or covered with liquid




•
 
mashed potatoes 
swimming in

 gravy.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — appear to reel or whirl before one's eyes




•
 
Emily rubbed her eyes as the figures swam before her eyes.










7.
 
experience a dizzily confusing sensation in one's head




•
 
the drink made his head swim.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or period of swimming




•
 
we went for a swim in the river.










2.
 
a pool in a river that is a particularly good spot for fishing




•
 
he landed two 5-lb chub from the same swim.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the swim






involved in or aware of current affairs or events.









2.
 
swim with (or against) the tide






act in accordance with (or against) the prevailing opinion or tendency.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swimmable






adjective













2.
 
swimmer

 
/ˈswimər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
swimman

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwemmen

 and German 
schwimmen

 . / 
usage:

 In standard English, the past tense of 
swim

 is 
swam

 (she 
swam

 to the shore) and the past participle is 
swum

 (she had never 
swum

 there before). In the 17th and 18th centuries, 
swam

 and 
swum

 were used interchangeably for the past participle, but this is not acceptable in standard modern English.






swim bladder

 
/swim ˈbladər/






noun






[Zoology]

 a gas-filled sac present in the body of many bony fishes, used to maintain and control buoyancy.














swimmeret

 
/ˌswiməˈret/






noun




another term for pleopod
 .













swimming

 
/ˈswimiNG/






noun




the sport or activity of propelling oneself through water using the limbs.













swimming bath

 
/ˈswimiNG ˌbaTH/






noun

 — (also 
swimming baths

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 a swimming pool, especially a public indoor one.













swimming crab






noun




a coastal crab that has paddlelike rear legs for swimming.

[Family 
Portunidae

 : many species, including the 
velvet swimming crab

 (
Macropipus puber

 ).]













swimming hole






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a deep place for swimming in a stream or river.













swimmingly

 
/ˈswimiNGlē/






adverb




smoothly and satisfactorily




•
 
things are going swimmingly.



















swimming pool

 
/ˈswimiNG ˌpo͞ol/






noun




an artificial pool for swimming in.













swimsuit

 
/ˈswimˌso͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a garment worn for swimming.








II.
 
derivatives





swimsuited






adjective





















swim trunks

 
swimming trunks






plural noun




shorts worn by men for swimming.













swimwear

 
/ˈswimˌwer/






noun




clothing worn for swimming.













Swinburne, Algernon Charles

 
/ˈswinˌbərn/






(1837–1909), English poet and critic. Associated as a poet with the Pre-Raphaelites, he also contributed to the revival of interest in Elizabethan and Jacobean drama and produced influential studies of William Blake and the Brontës.









swindle

 
/ˈswindl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use deception to deprive (someone) of money or possessions




•
 
a businessman 
swindled

 investors 
out of

 millions of dollars.










2.
 
obtain (money) fraudulently




•
 
he was said to have swindled $62.5 million from the pension fund.














II.
 
noun




a fraudulent scheme or action




•
 
he is mixed up in a $10 million insurance swindle.














III.
 
derivatives





swindler

 
/ˈswindlər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: back-formation from 
swindler

 , from German 
Schwindler

 ‘extravagant maker of schemes, swindler,’ from 
schwindeln

 ‘be giddy,’ also ‘tell lies.’





Swindon

 
/ˈswindən/






a town in central England; pop. 158,400 (est. 2009).










swine

 
/swīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a pig.




2.
 
(
pl.

 same or swines)
 — 

‹informal›

 a person regarded by the speaker with contempt and disgust




•
 
what an arrogant, unfeeling swine!














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swinish

 
/ˈswīniSH /






adjective













2.
 
swinishly






adverb













3.
 
swinishness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
swīn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwijn

 and German 
Schwein

 , also to sow
 2
 .





swine fever

 
/swīn ˈfēvər/






noun




an intestinal viral disease of pigs.













swine flu






noun




a form of influenza that affects pigs, or a form of human influenza that is caused by a related virus.













swineherd

 
/ˈswīnˌhərd/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person who tends pigs.











– origin

 Old English, from swine
 + obsolete 
herd

 ‘herdsman.’





swine vesicular disease

 
/ˌswīn vəˈsikyələr diˌzēz/






noun




an infectious viral disease of pigs causing mild fever and blisters around the mouth and feet.














swing

 
/swiNG/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move back and forth or from side to side while suspended or on an axis


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her long black skirt swung about her legs




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a priest began swinging a censer




•
 (as 
adj.

 
swinging

 )
 
local girls with their castanets and their swinging hips.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — turn (a ship or aircraft) to all compass points in succession, in order to test compass error.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be executed by hanging




•
 
now he was going to swing for it.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move by grasping a support from below and leaping




•
 
we swung across like two trapeze artists




•
 (
swing oneself

 )
 
the Irishman swung himself into the saddle.










5.
 
move quickly around to the opposite direction




•
 
Ronni had swung around to face him.










6.
 
move with a rhythmic swaying gait




•
 
the riflemen swung along smartly.










7.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move or cause to move in a smooth, curving line


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he swung her bag up onto the rack




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the cab swung into the parking lot.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring down (something held) with a curving movement, typically in order to hit an object




•
 
I swung the club and missed the ball.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
swing at

 )
 — attempt to hit or punch, typically with a wide curving movement of the arm




•
 
he swung at me with the tire iron.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (a punch) with a swinging movement




•
 
she swung a punch at him.










11.
 
shift or cause to shift from one opinion, mood, or state of affairs to another


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
opinion swung in the chancellor's favor




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the failure to seek a peace could swing sentiment the other way.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have a decisive influence on (something, especially a vote or election)




•
 
an attempt to swing the vote in their favor.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 succeed in bringing about




•
 
with us backing you we might be able to swing something.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play music with an easy flowing but vigorous rhythm




•
 
the band swung on.










15.
 
(of music) be played with an easy flowing but vigorous rhythm.




16.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of an event, place, or way of life) be lively, exciting, or fashionable.




17.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be promiscuous, typically by engaging in group sex or swapping sexual partners.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a seat suspended by ropes or chains, on which someone may sit and swing back and forth.




2.
 
a spell of swinging on a seat suspended by ropes or chains.




3.
 
an act of swinging




•
 
with the swing of her arm, the knife flashed through the air.










4.
 
the manner in which a golf club or a bat is swung




•
 
improve your golf swing.










5.
 
the motion of swinging




•
 
this short cut gave her hair new movement and swing.










6.
 
a discernible change in opinion




•
 
the South's swing to the right.










7.
 
a style of jazz or dance music with an easy flowing but vigorous rhythm.




8.
 
the rhythmic feeling or drive of swing music.




9.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a swift tour involving a number of stops, especially one undertaken as part of a political campaign.




10.
 
(in musical theater) an understudy, typically one who covers multiple roles in the chorus of a particular production.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get (back) into the swing of things








‹informal›

 get used to (or return to) being easy and relaxed about an activity or routine one is engaged in.









2.
 
in full swing






at the height of activity




•
 
by nine-thirty the dance was in full swing.















3.
 
swing into action






quickly begin acting or operating.












IV.
 
derivatives





swinger

 
/ˈswiNGər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
swingan

 ‘to beat, whip,’ also ‘rush,’ 
geswing

 ‘a stroke with a weapon,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
schwingen

 ‘brandish.’





swing bridge

 
/swiNG brij/






noun




a bridge over water that can be rotated horizontally to allow ships through.













swingby

 
/ˈswiNGˌbī/






noun




a change in the flight path of a spacecraft using the gravitational pull of a celestial body.

Compare with slingshot
 .













swing coat






noun




a coat cut so as to swing when the wearer moves.













swinge

 
/swinj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 strike hard; beat.











– origin

 Old English 
swengan

 ‘shake, shatter, move violently,’ of Germanic origin.





swingeing

 
/ˈswinjiNG/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 severe or otherwise extreme




•
 
swingeing cuts in public expenditure.














II.
 
derivatives





swingeingly






adverb





















swinging

 
/ˈswiNGiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person, place, or way of life) lively, exciting, and fashionable




•
 
a swinging resort




•
 
the Swinging Sixties.










2.
 


‹informal›

 sexually liberated or promiscuous.








II.
 
derivatives





swingingly






adverb





















swinging door

 
/swiNGiNG dô(ə)r/






noun




a door that can be opened in either direction and is closed by a spring device when released.













swingle

 
/ˈswiNGɡ(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wooden tool for beating flax and removing the woody parts from it.




2.
 
the swinging part of a flail.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat (flax) with a swingle.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
swinghel

 , from the base of the verb swing
 .





swingletree

 
/ˈswiNGɡ(ə)lˌtrē/






noun




chiefly British term for singletree
 .













swingman

 
/ˈswiNGmən, -ˌman/






noun






[Basketball]

 a player who can play both guard and forward.













swing set






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a frame for children to play on, typically including one or more swings and a slide.













swing shift

 
/swiNG SHift/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a work shift from mid-afternoon to around midnight.














swing state






noun




a US state where the two major political parties have similar levels of support among voters, viewed as important in determining the overall result of a presidential election.













swing vote





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a vote that has a decisive influence on the result of an election.








II.
 
derivatives





swing voter






noun





















swing-wing

 
/ˈswiNG ˈˌwiNG/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an aircraft wing that can move from a right-angled to a swept-back position




•
 
swing-wing fighter bombers.



















swingy

 
/ˈswiNGē/






adjective



1.
 
(of music) characterized by swing (see swing
 (
sense

 4 
of the

 noun)).




2.
 
(of a skirt, coat, or other garment) cut so as to swing as the wearer moves.













swipe

 
/swīp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit or try to hit with a swinging blow




•
 
she swiped me right across the nose




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she lifted her hand to 
swipe at

 a cat.










2.
 
steal




•
 
someone swiped one of his sausages.










3.
 
pass (a swipe card) through an electronic device designed to read and process the information encoded on it.




4.
 
move (one's finger) across a touchscreen in order to activate a function




•
 
simply swipe a finger across the phone's display screen to switch to another program




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
swipe to the left on the main navigation page and you'll see a user login menu.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweeping blow




•
 
he missed the ball with his first swipe.










2.
 
an attack or criticism




•
 
he 
took a swipe at

 his critics.










3.
 
an act or instance of moving one's finger across a touchscreen to activate a function




•
 
a swipe to the right archives or deletes the message.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
swipeable

 
swipable






adjective













2.
 
swiper

 
/ˈswīpər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps a variant of sweep
 .





swipe card






noun




a plastic card such as a credit card or ID card bearing magnetically encoded information that is read when the edge of the card is slid through an electronic device.













swipple

 
/ˈswipəl/





I.
 
noun






‹dialect›

 the swinging part of a flail.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably based on the verb sweep
 .





swirl

 
/swərl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move in a twisting or spiraling pattern




•
 
the smoke was swirling around him




•
 


‹figurative›

 a flood of swirling emotions.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move in a twisting or spiraling pattern




•
 
swirl a little cream into the soup.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of something moving in a swirl




•
 
swirls of dust swept across the floor.










2.
 
a twisting or spiraling movement or pattern




•
 
she emerged with a swirl of skirts




•
 
swirls of color.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots in the sense ‘whirlpool’): perhaps of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with Dutch 
zwirrelen

 ‘to whirl.’





swirly

 
/ˈswərlē/





I.
 
adjective




moving in or having swirls




•
 
a swirly brown and yellow patterned carpet




•
 
it's one of the most swirly pools in Scotland.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a prank that involves immersing someone's head in a toilet bowl as it is flushed.




•
 
these new wave dweebs got the smarts to pull it off without provoking wedgies, swirlies, or lunch money theft from bullying traditionalists.



















swish

 
/swiSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with a hissing or rushing sound




•
 
a car swished by.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move with a hissing or rushing sound




•
 
a girl came in, swishing her long skirts.










3.
 
aim a swinging blow at something




•
 
he 
swished at

 a bramble with a piece of stick.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Basketball]

 sink (a shot) without the ball touching the backboard or rim.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hissing or rustling sound




•
 
he could hear the swish of a distant car.










2.
 
a rapid swinging movement




•
 
the cow gave a swish of its tail.










3.
 


[Basketball]

 
‹informal›

 a shot that goes through the basket without touching the backboard or rim.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an effeminate male homosexual.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 (of a man) effeminate.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 impressively attractive and fashionable




•
 
dinner at a swish hotel.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: imitative.





swishy

 
/ˈswiSHē/






adjective



1.
 
making a swishing sound or movement.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 (of a man) effeminate.













Swiss

 
/swis/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Switzerland or its people.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Swiss

 )
 — the people of Switzerland.








II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Switzerland, or a person of Swiss descent.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
Suisse

 , from Middle High German 
Swīz

 ‘Switzerland.’





Swiss army knife

 
/swis ˈärmē nīf/






noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a penknife incorporating several blades and other tools such as scissors and screwdrivers.













Swiss cheese

 
/swis CHēz/






noun



1.
 
cheese of a style originating in Switzerland, typically containing large holes.




2.
 
used figuratively to refer to something that is full of holes, gaps, or defects




•
 
the team has Swiss cheese for a defense.




















Swiss cheese plant






noun




a large monstera with perforated leaves (supposedly resembling the holes in a Swiss cheese), popularly grown as a house plant while young.

[
Monstera deliciosa

 , family 
Araceae

 .]













Swiss Confederation






the confederation of cantons that form Switzerland.









Swiss guard

 
/swis ɡärd/






noun

 — [often treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
Swiss mercenaries employed as a special guard, formerly by sovereigns of France, now only at the Vatican.













Swiss roll

 
/swis rōl/






noun






(Brit.)

 a jelly roll.














switch

 
/swiCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for making and breaking the connection in an electric circuit




•
 
the guard hit a switch and the gate swung open.










2.
 


[Computing]

 a program variable that activates or deactivates a certain function of a program.




3.
 
an act of adopting one policy or way of life, or choosing one type of item, in place of another; a change, especially a radical one




•
 
his friends were surprised at his switch from newspaper owner to farmer.










4.
 
a slender flexible shoot cut from a tree.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a junction of two railroad tracks, with a pair of linked tapering rails that can be moved laterally to allow a train to pass from one line to the other.




6.
 
a tress of false or detached hair tied at one end, used in hairdressing to supplement natural hair.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change the position, direction, or focus of




•
 
the company switched the boats to other routes.










2.
 
adopt (something different) in place of something else; change


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she's managed to switch careers




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she worked as a librarian and then switched to journalism.










3.
 
substitute (two items) for each other; exchange




•
 
after ten minutes, listener and speaker switch roles.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 beat or flick with or as if with a switch.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
switch something off





a.
 
turn off an electrical device.




b.
 
(
switch off

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 cease to pay attention




•
 
as he waffles on, I switch off.















2.
 
switch something on






turn on an electrical device.












IV.
 
derivatives





switchable






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a thin tapering riding whip): probably from Low German.





switchback

 
/ˈswiCHˌbak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a 180° bend in a road or path, especially one leading up the side of a mountain.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a road, path, or railroad with alternate sharp ascents and descents.




3.
 
a roller coaster.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a road or vehicle) make a series of switchback turns




•
 
a road that switchbacked up blue and distant hills.




















switchblade

 
/ˈswiCHˌblād/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a knife with a blade that springs out from the handle when a button is pressed.













switchboard

 
/ˈswiCHbôrd/






noun



1.
 
an installation for the manual control of telephone connections in an office, hotel, or other large building.




2.
 
another term for helpline
 .




3.
 
an apparatus for varying connections between electric circuits in other applications.













switcher

 
/ˈswiCHər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a shunting engine.




2.
 
a piece of electronic equipment used to select or combine different video and audio signals.













switcheroo

 
/ˌswiCHəˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a change, reversal, or exchange, especially a surprising or deceptive one.











– origin

 1930s: from the noun switch
 + 
-eroo

 , a humorous suffix probably imitative of 
buckaroo

 .





switchgear

 
/ˈswiCHˌɡir/






noun



1.
 
switching equipment used in the transmission of electricity.




2.
 
the switches or electrical controls in a motor vehicle.













switchgrass

 
/ˈswiCHˌɡras/






noun




a tall North American panic grass that forms large clumps.

[
Panicum virgatum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













switch-hitter

 
/ˈˌswiCH ˈhidər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Baseball]

 a batter who can hit from either side of home plate.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a bisexual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
switch-hit






verb













2.
 
switch-hitting






adjective






















switchman

 
/ˈswiCHˌmən/






noun




a railroad worker responsible for operating signals and switches.

Also called signalman
 .













switch-over

 
/ˈswiCH ˌōvər /

 
switchover






noun




an instance of adopting a new policy, position, way of life, etc.




•
 
a product switchover in its mainframe computer line.



















switchyard

 
/ˈswiCHˌyärd/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 the part of a railroad yard taken up by junctions, in which trains are made up.




2.
 


(US)

 an enclosed area of a power system containing the switchgear.













Swithin, St.

 
/ˈswiT͟Hən /

 
Swithun






(died 862), English ecclesiastic; bishop of Winchester 852–862. The tradition that if it rains on St. Swithin's Day it will do so for the next 40 days may have its origin in the heavy rain said to have occurred when his relics were to be transferred to a shrine in Winchester Cathedral. Feast day, July 15.










Switzerland

 
/ˈswitsərlənd/





I.
 
a mountainous, landlocked country in central Europe; pop. 7,604,500 (est. 2009); capital, Berne; languages, French, German, Italian, and Romansh (all official).

French name Suisse
 , German name Schweiz
 , Italian name Svizzera
 ; also called by its Latin name Helvetia
 .





Switzerland emerged as an independent country in the 14th and 15th centuries, when the states or cantons formed a confederation to defeat first their Habsburg overlords and then their Burgundian neighbors. After a period of French domination (1798–1815) the Swiss Confederation's neutrality was guaranteed by the other European powers. Neutral in both world wars, Switzerland emerged as an international financial center and as the headquarters of several international organizations such as the Red Cross.





swive

 
/swīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 have sexual intercourse with.











– origin

 Middle English: apparently from the Old English verb 
swīfan

 ‘move (along a course), sweep.’





swivel

 
/ˈswivəl/





I.
 
noun




a coupling between two parts enabling one to revolve without turning the other.








II.
 
verb

 — [often with 
adverbial

 ]


1.
 
turn around a point or axis or on a swivel


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he swiveled in the chair




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she swiveled her eyes around.

















– origin

 Middle English, from the base of Old English 
swīfan

 ‘to move (along a course), sweep.’





swivel chair

 
/ˈswivəl ˌCHe(ə)r/






noun




a chair with a seat able to be turned on its base to face in any direction.













swivet

 
/ˈswivit/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 a fluster or panic




•
 
the incomprehensible did not throw him into a swivet.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





swizzle

 
/ˈswizəl/





I.
 
noun




a mixed alcoholic drink, especially a frothy one of rum or gin and bitters.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stir (a drink) with a swizzle stick.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





swizzle stick






noun




a stick used for stirring still drinks or taking the fizz out of sparkling ones.













SWM






abbreviation




single white male (used in personal ads).













swole

 
/swōl /

 
swoll





I.
 
verb




US dialect form of 
swollen

 or 
swelled

 (see swell
 ):




•
 
in between he done swole up like a bunch of fire ants bit him




•
 
his little foot swole and swole tell his little toes stuck out.














II.
 
adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (especially of a man) extremely muscular




•
 
if you're swole you'll look good in anything




•
 
this guy is pretty swoll




•
 
getting those swole arms doesn't have to be the impossible task that everyone thinks it is.



















swollen

 
/ˈswōlən/






past participle of swell
 .









swoon

 
/swo͞on/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
faint from extreme emotion




•
 
I don't want a nurse who swoons at the sight of blood.










2.
 
be emotionally affected by someone or something that one admires; become ecstatic




•
 
teenagers 
swoon over

 Japanese pop singers.














II.
 
noun




an occurrence of fainting




•
 
her strength ebbed away and she fell into a swoon.

















– origin

 Middle English: the verb from obsolete 
swown

 ‘fainting,’ the noun from 
aswoon

 ‘in a faint,’ both from Old English 
geswōgen

 ‘overcome.’





swoop

 
/swo͞op/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of a bird) move rapidly downward through the air




•
 
the barn owl can 
swoop down on

 a mouse in total darkness




•
 
the aircraft swooped in to land.










2.
 
carry out a sudden attack, especially in order to make a capture or arrest




•
 
investigators 
swooped on

 the Graf family home.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 seize with a sweeping motion




•
 
she 
swooped up

 the hen in her arms.














II.
 
noun




a swooping or snatching movement or action




•
 
four members were arrested following a swoop by detectives on their homes.














III.
 
phrases





at (or in) one fell swoop






see fell
 4
 .















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sweep along in a stately manner’): perhaps a dialect variant of Old English 
swāpan

 (see sweep
 ). The early sense of the noun was ‘a blow, stroke.’





swoosh

 
/swo͝oSH/





I.
 
noun




the sound produced by a sudden rush of air or liquid




•
 
the swoosh of surf.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move with a swoosh




•
 
swooshing down beautiful ski slopes.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





sword

 
/sôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weapon with a long metal blade and a hilt with a hand guard, used for thrusting or striking and now typically worn as part of ceremonial dress.




2.
 
(
the sword

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 military power, violence, or destruction




•
 
not many perished by the sword.










3.
 
(
swords

 )
 — one of the suits in a tarot pack.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat (or turn) swords into ploughshares






devote resources to peaceful rather than warlike ends.

[with biblical allusion to Is. 2:4 and Mic. 4:3.]









2.
 
he who lives by the sword dies by the sword








‹proverb›

 those who commit violent acts must expect to suffer violence themselves.









3.
 
put to the sword






kill, especially in war.









4.
 
the sword of justice






judicial authority.












III.
 
derivatives





swordlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
sw(e)ord

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
zwaard

 and German 
Schwert

 .





sword and sorcery






noun




a genre of fiction characterized by heroic adventures and elements of fantasy.













sword-bearer

 
/ˌsôrdˈberər/






noun




an official who carries a sword for a sovereign or other dignitary on formal occasions.













swordbill

 
/ˈsôrdbil /

 
sword-billed hummingbird






noun




a mainly green hummingbird with a very long bill, found in northern South America.

[
Ensifera ensifera

 , family 
Trochilidae

 .]













sword dance

 
/ˈsô(ə)rd ˌdans/






noun




a dance in which the performers brandish swords or step around swords laid on the ground, originally as a tribal preparation for war or as a victory celebration.













sword fern






noun




a fern with long slender fronds.

[Genera 
Polystichum

 and 
Nephrolepis

 , family 
Dryopteridaceae

 : several species, including the North American 
P. munitum

 and the tropical 
N. exaltata

 .]













sword fight





I.
 
noun




a combat using swords as weapons.








II.
 
derivatives





sword fighting






noun






















swordfish

 
/ˈsôrdfiSH/






noun




a large edible marine fish with a streamlined body and a long flattened swordlike snout, related to the billfishes and popular as a game fish.

[
Xiphias gladius

 , the only member of the family 
Xiphiidae

 .]













sword knot

 
/sô(ə)rd nät/






noun




a ribbon or tassel attached to a sword hilt, originally for securing it to the wrist.













sword lily

 
/sô(ə)rd ˈlilē/






noun




a gladiolus.













sword of state






noun




the sword carried in front of a sovereign on state occasions.













swordplay

 
/ˈsôrdplā/






noun



1.
 
the activity or skill of fencing with swords or foils.




2.
 
repartee; skillful debate




•
 
this intellectual swordplay went on for several minutes.



















swordsman

 
/ˈsôrdzmən/





I.
 
noun




a man who fights with a sword (typically with his level of skill specified)




•
 
an expert swordsman.














II.
 
derivatives





swordsmanship

 
/ˈsôrdzmənˌSHip /






noun





















sword swallower

 
/sô(ə)rd ˈswäləwər ˈswôləwər/






noun




a person who passes (or pretends to pass) a sword blade down the throat and gullet as entertainment.













swordtail

 
/ˈsôrdtāl/






noun




a livebearing freshwater fish of Central America, popular in aquariums. The lower edge of the tail is elongated and brightly marked in the male.

[
Xiphophorus helleri

 , family 
Poeciliidae

 .]













swore

 
/swôr/






past of swear
 .









sworn

 
/swôrn/





I.
 
past participle of swear
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of testimony or evidence) given under oath




•
 
he made a sworn statement.










2.
 
determined to remain in the role or condition specified




•
 
they were sworn enemies.



















swot

 
/swät /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
study assiduously




•
 
kids swotting for exams.














II.
 
noun




a person who studies hard, especially one regarded as spending too much time studying.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





swot up on








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 study (a subject) intensively, especially in preparation for something




•
 
teachers spend their evenings swotting up on jargon




•
 (
swot something up

 )
 
I've always been interested in old furniture and I've swotted it up a bit.


















IV.
 
derivatives





swotty






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: dialect variant of sweat
 .





SWOT analysis

 
/ˈswäd əˌnaləsəs/





I.
 
noun




a study undertaken by an organization to identify its internal strengths and weaknesses, as well as its external opportunities and threats.











– origin

 acronym from 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats

 .





swum

 
/swəm/






past participle of swim
 .









swung

 
/swəNG/






past and past participle of swing
 .









swung dash

 
/swəNG daSH/






noun




a dash (⁓) in the form of a reverse 
s

 on its side.













SY






abbreviation




steam yacht




•
 
the SY Morning.




















-sy





I.
 
suffix




forming diminutive nouns and adjectives such as 
folksy

 , 
mopsy

 , also nicknames or hypocoristics such as 
Patsy

 .











– origin

 variant of -y
 2
 .





sybarite

 
/ˈsibəˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a person who is self-indulgent in their fondness for sensuous luxury.








II.
 
derivatives





sybaritism

 
/ˈsibəˌrīˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (originally denoting an inhabitant of Sybaris, an ancient Greek city in southern Italy, noted for luxury): via Latin from Greek 
Subaritēs

 .





sybaritic

 
/ˌsibəˈridik/






adjective




fond of sensuous luxury or pleasure; self-indulgent




•
 
their opulent and sybaritic lifestyle.



















sycamine

 
/ˈsikəmən ˈsikəˌmīn/





I.
 
noun




(in biblical use) the black mulberry tree (see Luke 17:6; in modern versions translated as “mulberry tree”).











– origin

 early 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
sukaminos

 ‘mulberry tree,’ from Hebrew 
šiqmāh

 ‘sycamore,’ assimilated to Greek 
sukon

 ‘fig.’






sycamore

 
/ˈsikəˌmôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an American plane tree.

[Genus 
Platanus

 , family 
Platanaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. occidentalis

 (also called buttonwood
 or buttonball tree
 ), which is the largest deciduous tree in the US.]




2.
 
the timber of the sycamore.




3.
 
(in full 
sycamore maple

 )
 — a large Eurasian maple with winged fruits, native to central and southern Europe.

[
Acer pseudoplatanus

 , family 
Aceraceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
sic(h)amor

 , via Latin from Greek 
sukomoros

 , from 
sukon

 ‘fig’ + 
moron

 ‘mulberry.’





syce

 
/sīs/





I.
 
noun




(especially in India) a groom (taking care of horses).











– origin

 from Persian and Urdu 
sā'is

 , from Arabic.






sycon

 
/ˈsīkän/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sponge of intermediate structure, showing some folding of the body wall with choanocytes lining only radial canals.

Compare with ascon
 and leucon
 .








II.
 
derivatives





syconoid

 
/-kəˌnoid /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: adopted as a genus name from Greek 
sukon

 ‘fig.’





syconium

 
/sīˈkōnēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a fleshy hollow receptacle that develops into a multiple fruit, as in the fig.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sukon

 ‘fig.’





sycophant

 
/ˈsikəˌfant ˈsikəfənt/





I.
 
noun




a person who acts obsequiously toward someone important in order to gain advantage.








II.
 
derivatives





sycophancy

 
/ˈsikəfənsē ˈsikəˌfan(t)sē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting an informer): from French 
sycophante

 , or via Latin from Greek 
sukophantēs

 ‘informer,’ from 
sukon

 ‘fig’ + 
phainein

 ‘to show’; the association with informing against the illegal exportation of figs from ancient Athens (recorded by Plutarch) is not substantiated.





sycophantic

 
/ˌsikəˈfan(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




behaving or done in an obsequious way in order to gain advantage




•
 
a sycophantic interview.














II.
 
derivatives





sycophantically

 
/ˌsikəˈfantik(ə)lē /






adverb





















sycosis

 
/sīˈkōsəs/





I.
 
noun




inflammation of the hair follicles in the bearded part of the face, caused by bacterial infection.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting any fig-shaped skin ulcer): modern Latin, from Greek 
sukōsis

 , from 
sukon

 ‘fig.’





Sydenham, Thomas

 
/ˈsidn-əm, ˈsidnəm/






(
c.

 1624–89), English physician; known as 
the English Hippocrates

 . He emphasized the healing power of nature, made a study of epidemics, and explained the nature of the type of chorea that is named after him.










Sydenham's chorea

 
/ˌsidnəmz kôˈrēə/






noun




a form of chorea chiefly affecting children, associated with rheumatic fever.

Formerly called St. Vitus's dance
 .













Sydney

 
/ˈsidnē/






the capital of New South Wales in southeastern Australia, the country's largest city and chief port; pop. 4,399,722 (2008). It has a fine natural harbor, crossed by the Sydney Harbour Bridge (1932), and a striking opera house (1973).









syenite

 
/ˈsīəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a coarse-grained gray igneous rock composed mainly of alkali feldspar and ferromagnesian minerals such as hornblende.








II.
 
derivatives





syenitic

 
/ˌsīəˈnidik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
syénite

 , from Latin 
Syenites (lapis)

 ‘(stone) of 
Syene

 ’ (from Greek 
Suēnē

 ‘Aswan,’ a town in Egypt).





Syktyvkar

 
/ˌsiktifˈkär/






a city in northwestern Russia, capital of the autonomous republic of Komi; pop. 231,000 (est. 2008).









syl.






abbreviation




syllable.













syl-






prefix




variant spelling of syn-
 assimilated before 
l

 (as in 
syllogism

 ).













syll.






abbreviation



1.
 
syllable.




2.
 
syllabus.













syllabary

 
/ˈsiləˌberē/





I.
 
noun




a set of written characters representing syllables and (in some languages or stages of writing) serving the purpose of an alphabet.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
syllabarium

 , from Latin 
syllaba

 (see syllable
 ).





syllabi

 
/ˈsiləˌbī/






plural form of syllabus
 .









syllabic

 
/səˈlabik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or based on syllables




•
 
a system of syllabic symbols.










2.
 


[Prosody]

 based on the number of syllables in a line




•
 
the recreation of classical syllabic meters.










3.
 
(of a consonant, especially a nasal or other continuant) constituting a whole syllable, such as the 
m

 in 
Mbabane

 or the 
l

 in 
bottle

 .




4.
 
articulated in syllables




•
 
syllabic singing.














II.
 
noun




a written character that represents a syllable




•
 
Inuit syllabics.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syllabically

 
/səˈlabək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
syllabicity

 
/ˌsiləˈbisitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
syllabique

 or late Latin 
syllabicus

 , from Greek 
sullabikos

 , from 
sullabē

 ‘syllable.’





syllabification

 
/səˌlabəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /

 
syllabication





I.
 
noun




the division of words into syllables, either in speech or in writing.








II.
 
derivatives





syllabify

 
/səˈlabəˌfī /






verb





















syllabize

 
/ˈsiləˌbīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into or articulate by syllables.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
sullabizein

 , from 
sullabē

 ‘syllable.’






syllable

 
/ˈsiləb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a unit of pronunciation having one vowel sound, with or without surrounding consonants, forming the whole or a part of a word; e.g., there are two syllables in 
water

 and three in 
inferno

 .




2.
 
a character or characters representing a syllable.




3.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — the least amount of speech or writing; the least mention of something




•
 
I'd never have breathed a syllable if he'd kept quiet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pronounce (a word or phrase) clearly, syllable by syllable.








III.
 
derivatives





syllabled






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
poems of few-syllabled lines

























– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French alteration of Old French 
sillabe

 , via Latin from Greek 
sullabē

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
lambanein

 ‘take.’






syllable-timed






adjective




(of a language) characterized by a rhythm in which syllables occur at roughly equivalent time intervals, irrespective of the stress placed on them. French is a syllable-timed language.

Contrasted with stress-timed
 .













syllabub

 
/ˈsiləˌbəb/





I.
 
noun




a whipped cream dessert, typically flavored with white wine or sherry.











– origin

 of unknown origin.






syllabus

 
/ˈsiləbəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an outline of the subjects in a course of study or teaching




•
 
there isn't time to cover the syllabus




•
 
the history syllabus.










2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a summary of points decided by papal decree regarding heretical doctrines or practices.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘concise table of headings of a discourse’): modern Latin, originally a misreading of Latin 
sittybas

 , accusative plural of 
sittyba

 , from Greek 
sittuba

 ‘title slip, label.’






syllepsis

 
/səˈlepsəs/





I.
 
noun




a figure of speech in which a word is applied to two others in different senses (e.g., 
caught the train and a bad cold

 ) or to two others of which it grammatically suits only one (e.g., 
neither they nor it is working

 ).

Compare with zeugma
 .








II.
 
derivatives





sylleptic

 
/səˈleptik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
sullēpsis

 ‘taking together.’






syllogism

 
/ˈsiləˌjizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of a form of reasoning in which a conclusion is drawn (whether validly or not) from two given or assumed propositions (premises), each of which shares a term with the conclusion, and shares a common or middle term not present in the conclusion (e.g., 
all dogs are animals; all animals have four legs; therefore all dogs have four legs

 ).




2.
 
deductive reasoning as distinct from induction




•
 
logic is rules or syllogism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syllogistic

 
/ˌsiləˈjistik /






adjective













2.
 
syllogistically

 
/ˌsiləˈjistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French or Latin from Greek 
sullogismos

 , from 
sullogizesthai

 , from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
logizesthai

 ‘to reason’ (from 
logos

 ‘reasoning’).





syllogize

 
/ˈsiləˌjīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use syllogisms.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — put (facts or an argument) in the form of syllogism.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French or late Latin from Greek 
sullogizesthai

 (see syllogism
 ).





sylph

 
/silf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an imaginary spirit of the air.




2.
 
a slender woman or girl.




3.
 
a mainly dark green and blue hummingbird, the male of which has a long forked tail.

[Genus 
Aglaiocercus

 (and 
Neolesbia

 ), family 
Trochilidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
sylphes

 , 
sylphi

 and the German plural 
Sylphen

 , perhaps based on Latin 
sylvestris

 ‘of the woods’ + 
nympha

 ‘nymph.’





sylphlike

 
/ˈsilfˌlīk/






adjective




(of a woman or girl) slender and graceful.













sylvan

 
/ˈsilvən /

 
silvan





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 consisting of or associated with woods; wooded




•
 
trees and contours all add to a sylvan setting.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 pleasantly rural or pastoral




•
 
vistas of sylvan charm.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting an inhabitant of the woods): from French 
sylvain

 or Latin 
Silvanus

 ‘woodland deity,’ from 
silva

 ‘a wood.’





Sylvaner

 
/silˈvänər, -ˈvanər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape first developed in German-speaking districts, the dominant form being a white grape.




2.
 
a white wine made from the Sylvaner grape.











– origin

 German.





sylvatic

 
/silˈvadik/





I.
 
adjective






[Veterinary Medicine]

 relating to or denoting certain diseases when contracted by wild animals, and the pathogens causing them




•
 
an epidemic of sylvatic plague among prairie dogs.

















– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
silvaticus

 , from 
silva

 ‘wood.’





Sylvian fissure

 
/ˌsilvēən ˈfiSHər /

 
fissure of Sylvius





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a large diagonal fissure on the lateral surface of the brain that separates off the temporal lobe.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after François de la Boë 
Sylvius

 (1614–72), Flemish anatomist.






sylvine

 
/ˌsilvīn/






noun




another term for sylvite
 .













sylvinite

 
/ˈsilvəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a mixture of the minerals sylvite and halite, mined as a source of potash.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from sylvine
 + -ite
 1
 .






sylvite

 
/ˈsilvīt/





I.
 
noun




a colorless or white mineral consisting of potassium chloride, occurring typically as cubic crystals.

Also called sylvine
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
(sal digestivus) Sylvii

 , the old name of this salt, + -ite
 1
 .





sym.






abbreviation



1.
 
symbol.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 symmetrical.




3.
 
symphony.




4.
 
symptom.














sym-






prefix




variant spelling of syn-
 assimilated before 
b

 , 
m

 , 
p

 (as in 
symbiosis

 , 
symmetry

 , 
symphysis

 ).













symbiont

 
/ˈsimbīänt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 either of two organisms that live in symbiosis with one another.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
sumbiōn

 ‘living together,’ present participle of 
sumbioun

 (see symbiosis
 ).






symbiosis

 
/ˌsimbīˈōsəs ˌsimbēˈōsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 interaction between two different organisms living in close physical association, typically to the advantage of both.

Compare with antibiosis
 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 a mutually beneficial relationship between different people or groups




•
 
a perfect mother and daughter symbiosis.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
symbiotic

 
/ˈˌsimbīˈädik /






adjective













2.
 
symbiotically

 
/-ˈätik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sumbiōsis

 ‘a living together,’ from 
sumbioun

 ‘live together,’ from 
sumbios

 ‘companion.’





symbol

 
/ˈsimbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that represents or stands for something else, especially a material object representing something abstract




•
 
the limousine was another symbol of his wealth and authority.










2.
 
a mark or character used as a conventional representation of an object, function, or process, e.g., the letter or letters standing for a chemical element or a character in musical notation.




3.
 
a shape or sign used to represent something such as an organization, e.g., a red cross or a Star of David.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 symbolize.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the Apostles' Creed): from Latin 
symbolum

 ‘symbol, Creed (as the mark of a Christian),’ from Greek 
sumbolon

 ‘mark, token,’ from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
ballein

 ‘to throw.’





symbolic

 
/simˈbälik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as a symbol




•
 
a repeating design symbolic of eternity.










2.
 
significant purely in terms of what is being represented or implied




•
 
the release of the dissident was an important symbolic gesture.










3.
 
involving the use of symbols or symbolism




•
 
the symbolic meaning of motifs and designs.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
symbolical






adjective













2.
 
symbolically

 
/simˈbälək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
symbolique

 or late Latin 
symbolicus

 , from Greek 
sumbolikos

 . The adjective 
symbolical

 dates from the early 17th cent.





symbolic interactionism






noun






[Sociology]

 the view of social behavior that emphasizes linguistic or gestural communication and its subjective understanding, especially the role of language in the formation of the child as a social being.














symbolic logic






noun




the use of symbols to denote propositions, terms, and relations in order to assist reasoning.













symbolism

 
/ˈsimbəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities




•
 
he has always believed in the importance of symbolism in garden art.










2.
 
symbolic meaning attributed to natural objects or facts




•
 
the old-fashioned symbolism of flowers.










3.
 
(also 
Symbolism

 )
 — an artistic and poetic movement or style using symbolic images and indirect suggestion to express mystical ideas, emotions, and states of mind. It originated in late 19th century France and Belgium, with important figures including Mallarmé, Maeterlinck, Verlaine, Rimbaud, and Redon.








II.
 
derivatives





symbolist

 
/ˈsimbələst /






noun, adjective





















symbolize

 
/ˈsimbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a symbol of




•
 
the ceremonial dagger symbolizes justice.










2.
 
represent by means of symbols




•
 
a tendency to symbolize the father as the sun.














II.
 
derivatives





symbolization

 
/ˌsimbələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsimbəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















symbology

 
/simˈbäləjē/






noun



1.
 
the study or use of symbols.




2.
 
symbols collectively




•
 
the use of religious symbology.




















symmetrical

 
/səˈmetrik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




made up of exactly similar parts facing each other or around an axis; showing symmetry.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
symmetric

 
/səˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
symmetrically

 
/səˈmetrək(ə)lē /






adverb






















symmetry

 
/ˈsimətrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of being made up of exactly similar parts facing each other or around an axis




•
 
this series has a line of symmetry through its center




•
 
a crystal structure with hexagonal symmetry.










2.
 
correct or pleasing proportion of the parts of a thing




•
 
an overall symmetry making the poem pleasant to the ear.










3.
 
similarity or exact correspondence between different things




•
 
a lack of 
symmetry between

 men and women




•
 
history sometimes exhibits weird symmetries between events.










4.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 a law or operation in which a physical property or process has an equivalence in two or more directions.








II.
 
derivatives





symmetrize

 
/ˈsiməˌtrīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting proportion): from French 
symétrie

 or Latin 
symmetria

 , from Greek, from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’





symmetry breaking






noun






[Physics]

 the absence or reduction of manifest symmetry in a situation despite its presence in the laws of nature underlying it.













sympathectomy

 
/ˌsimpəˈTHektəmē/






noun




the surgical cutting of a sympathetic nerve or removal of a ganglion to relieve a condition affected by its stimulation.














sympathetic

 
/ˌsimpəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling, showing, or expressing sympathy




•
 
he was 
sympathetic toward

 staff with family problems




•
 
he spoke in a sympathetic tone.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — showing approval of or favor toward an idea or action




•
 
he was 
sympathetic to

 evolutionary ideas.










3.
 
pleasant or agreeable, in particular




4.
 
(of a person) attracting the liking of others




•
 
Audrey develops as a sympathetic character.










5.
 
(of a structure) designed in a sensitive or fitting way




•
 
buildings that were 
sympathetic to

 their surroundings.










6.
 
relating to or denoting the part of the autonomic nervous system consisting of nerves arising from ganglia near the middle part of the spinal cord, supplying the internal organs, blood vessels, and glands, and balancing the action of the parasympathetic nerves.




7.
 
relating to, producing, or denoting an effect that arises in response to a similar action elsewhere.








II.
 
derivatives





sympathetically

 
/ˌsimpəˈTHedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to an affinity or paranormal influence,’ as in sympathetic magic
 ): from sympathy
 , on the pattern of 
pathetic

 .






sympathetic magic






noun




primitive or magical ritual using objects or actions resembling or symbolically associated with the event or person over which influence is sought.













sympathetic smoker






noun




a person who smokes only in the company of another smoker.













sympathetic string






noun




each of a group of additional wire strings fitted to certain stringed instruments to give extra resonance.













sympathize

 
/ˈsimpəˌTHīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express sympathy




•
 
it is easy to understand and 
sympathize with

 his predicament.










2.
 
agree with a sentiment or opinion




•
 
they 
sympathize with

 critiques of traditional theory.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘suffer with another person’): from French 
sympathiser

 , from 
sympathie

 ‘sympathy, friendly understanding’ (see sympathy
 ).





sympathizer

 
/ˈsimpəˌTHīzər/






noun




a person who agrees with or supports a sentiment or opinion




•
 
a Nazi sympathizer.



















sympatholytic

 
/ˌsimpəTHəˈlidik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) antagonistic to or inhibiting the transmission of nerve impulses in the sympathetic nervous system.








II.
 
noun




a sympatholytic drug, often used in the treatment of high blood pressure.













sympathomimetic

 
/ˌsimpəTHōməˈmedik /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




(of a drug) producing physiological effects characteristic of the sympathetic nervous system by promoting the stimulation of sympathetic nerves.








II.
 
noun




a sympathomimetic drug, often used in nasal decongestants.














sympathy

 
/ˈsimpəTHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
feelings of pity and sorrow for someone else's misfortune




•
 
they had great 
sympathy for

 the flood victims.










2.
 
(
one's sympathies

 )
 — the formal expression of pity or sorrow for someone else's misfortune; condolences




•
 
all Tony's friends joined in sending their sympathies to his widow Jean.










3.
 
understanding between people; common feeling




•
 
the special sympathy between the two boys was obvious to all.










4.
 
(
sympathies

 )
 — support in the form of shared feelings or opinions




•
 
his sympathies lay with his constituents.










5.
 
agreement with or approval of an opinion or aim; a favorable attitude




•
 
I have some 
sympathy for

 this view.










6.
 
(
in sympathy

 )
 — relating harmoniously to something else; in keeping




•
 
repairs had to be 
in sympathy with

 the original structure.










7.
 
the state or fact of responding in a way similar or corresponding to an action elsewhere




•
 
the magnetic field oscillates 
in sympathy

 .

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
sumpatheia

 , from 
sumpathēs

 , from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
pathos

 ‘feeling.’






sympatric

 
/simˈpatrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of animals or plants, especially of related species or populations) occurring within the same geographical area; overlapping in distribution.

Compare with allopatric
 .




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of speciation) taking place without geographical separation.








II.
 
derivatives





sympatry

 
/ˈsimˌpatrē, -pətrē /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from sym-
 ‘with, together’ + Greek 
patra

 ‘fatherland’ + -ic
 .





sympetalous

 
/simˈped(ə)ləs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower or corolla) having the petals united along their margins to form a tubular shape.








II.
 
derivatives





sympetaly






noun





















symphonic

 
/simˈfänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of music) relating to or having the form or character of a symphony




•
 
Franck's Symphonic Variations.










2.
 
relating to or written for a symphony orchestra




•
 
symphonic and chamber music.














II.
 
derivatives





symphonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















symphonic poem

 
/simˈfänik ˈpōəm/






noun




another term for tone poem
 .













symphonist

 
/ˈsimfənəst/






noun




a composer of symphonies.













symphony

 
/ˈsimfənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an elaborate musical composition for full orchestra, typically in four movements, at least one of which is traditionally in sonata form.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 an orchestral interlude in a large-scale vocal work.




3.
 
something regarded, typically favorably, as a composition of different elements




•
 
autumn is 
a symphony of

 texture and pattern.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (esp. in names of orchestras) short for symphony orchestra
 :




•
 
the Boston Symphony.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting any of various instruments such as the dulcimer or the virginal): from Old French 
symphonie

 , via Latin from Greek 
sumphōnia

 , from 
sumphōnos

 ‘harmonious,’ from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
phōnē

 ‘sound.’






symphony orchestra






noun




a large classical orchestra, including string, wind, brass, and percussion instruments.













Symphyla

 
/ˈsimfələ /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small class of myriapod invertebrates that resemble the centipedes. They are small eyeless animals with one pair of legs per segment, typically living in soil and leaf mold.




II.
 
derivatives





symphylan






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from sym-
 ‘together’ + Greek 
phulē

 , 
phulon

 ‘tribe.’





symphysis

 
/ˈsimfəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of growing together.




2.
 
a place where two bones are closely joined, either forming an immovable joint (as between the pubic bones in the center of the pelvis) or completely fused (as at the midline of the lower jaw).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
symphyseal

 
/simˈfizēəl /






adjective













2.
 
symphysial

 
/simˈfizēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): modern Latin, from Greek 
sumphusis

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
phusis

 ‘growth.’





symplasm

 
/ˈsimˌplazəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a symplast, especially the cytoplasm of which it is composed.








II.
 
derivatives





symplasmic

 
/simˈplazmik /






adjective





















symplast

 
/ˈsimplast/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a continuous network of interconnected plant cell protoplasts.








II.
 
derivatives





symplastic

 
/simˈplastik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from German 
Symplast

 .






sympodium

 
/simˈpōdēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the apparent main axis or stem of a plant, made up of successive secondary axes due to the death of each season's terminal bud, as in the vine.








II.
 
derivatives





sympodial

 
/-dēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
syn-

 ‘together’ + 
pous, pod-

 ‘foot.’





symposiast

 
/simˈpōzēəst/






noun




a participant in a symposium.













symposium

 
/simˈpōzēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a conference or meeting to discuss a particular subject.




2.
 
a collection of essays or papers on a particular subject by a number of contributors.




3.
 
a drinking party or convivial discussion, especially as held in ancient Greece after a banquet (and notable as the title of a work by Plato).











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a drinking party): via Latin from Greek 
sumposion

 , from 
sumpotēs

 ‘fellow drinker,’ from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
potēs

 ‘drinker.’






symptom

 
/ˈsim(p)təm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a physical or mental feature that is regarded as indicating a condition of disease, particularly such a feature that is apparent to the patient




•
 
dental problems may be a symptom of other illness.







Compare with sign
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a sign of the existence of something, especially of an undesirable situation




•
 
the government was plagued by leaks—a symptom of divisions and poor morale.














II.
 
derivatives





symptomless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
synthoma

 , from medieval Latin, based on Greek 
sumptōma

 ‘chance, symptom,’ from 
sumpiptein

 ‘happen’; later influenced by French 
symptome

 .





symptomatic

 
/ˌsim(p)təˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as a symptom or sign, especially of something undesirable




•
 
the closings are symptomatic of a decaying city.










2.
 
exhibiting or involving symptoms




•
 
patients with symptomatic celiac disease




•
 
symptomatic patients.














II.
 
derivatives





symptomatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















symptomatology

 
/ˌsim(p)təməˈtäləjē /

 
symptomology






noun




the set of symptoms characteristic of a medical condition or exhibited by a patient.













symptomize

 
/ˈsimptəˌmīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 be a symptom or sign of




•
 
hypothermia is 
symptomized by

 confusion, slurred speech, and stiff muscles.



















syn.






abbreviation



1.
 
synonym.




2.
 
synonymous.




3.
 
synonymy.














syn-





I.
 
prefix




united; acting or considered together




•
 
synchrony




•
 
syncarpous.

















– origin

 from Greek 
sun

 ‘with.’





synagogue

 
/ˈsinəˌɡäɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the building where a Jewish assembly or congregation meets for religious worship and instruction.




2.
 
a Jewish assembly or congregation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synagogal

 
/ˌsinəˈɡäɡəl, -ˈɡôɡəl /






adjective













2.
 
synagogical

 
/ˌsinəˈɡäjək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French and late Latin from Greek 
sunagōgē

 ‘meeting,’ from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
agein

 ‘bring.’





synapomorphy

 
/siˈnapəˌmôrfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a characteristic present in an ancestral species and shared exclusively (in more or less modified form) by its evolutionary descendants.




2.
 


[Biology]

 possession by two or more organisms of a characteristic inherited exclusively from their common ancestor.











– origin

 1960s: from syn-
 ‘together’ + apo-
 ‘away from’ + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form.’





synapse

 
/ˈsinˌaps/





I.
 
noun




a junction between two nerve cells, consisting of a minute gap across which impulses pass by diffusion of a neurotransmitter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
sunapsis

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
hapsis

 ‘joining,’ from 
haptein

 ‘to join.’






synapsid

 
/səˈnapsid/





I.
 
noun




a fossil reptile of a Permian and Triassic group, the members of which show increasingly mammalian characteristics and include the ancestors of mammals.

Also called mammallike reptile
 . [Subclass 
Synapsida

 ; includes the pelycosaurs and the therapsids.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Synapsida

 , from Greek 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
apsis

 , 
apsid-

 ‘arch.’






synapsis

 
/səˈnapsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the fusion of chromosome pairs at the start of meiosis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sunapsis

 ‘connection, junction.’





synaptic

 
/səˈnaptik/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to a synapse or synapses between nerve cells




•
 
the synaptic membrane.














II.
 
derivatives





synaptically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















synaptonemal complex

 
/səˌnaptəˌnēməl ˈkämpleks/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a ladderlike series of parallel threads visible in electron microscopy adjacent to and coaxial with pairing chromosomes in meiosis.











– origin

 1950s: from 
synapto-

 (combining form of synapsis
 ) + Greek 
nēma

 ‘thread’ + -al
 .





synarchy

 
/ˈsinərkē/





I.
 
noun




joint rule or government by two or more individuals or parties.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synarchic

 
/səˈnärkik /






adjective













2.
 
synarchist

 
/-kist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Greek 
sunarkhia

 , from 
sunarkhein

 ‘rule jointly.’





synarthrosis

 
/ˌsinärˈTHrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an immovably fixed joint between bones connected by fibrous tissue (for example, the sutures of the skull).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
sunarthrōsis

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
arthrōsis

 ‘jointing’ (from 
arthron

 ‘joint’).





synastry

 
/səˈnastrē, ˈsinəstrē/





I.
 
noun






[Astrology]

 comparison between the horoscopes of two or more people in order to determine their likely compatibility and relationship.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sunastria

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
astēr

 , 
astr-

 ‘star.’





sync

 
/siNGk /

 

‹informal›


 
synch





I.
 
noun




synchronization




•
 
images flash onto your screen 
in sync with

 the music.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
synchronize




•
 
the flash needs to be 
synced to

 your camera.














III.
 
phrases





in (or out of) sync








‹informal›

 working well (or badly) together; in (or out of) agreement




•
 
her eyes and her brain seemed to be seriously out of sync.





















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.






syncarpous

 
/sinˈkärpəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower, fruit, or ovary) having the carpels united.

Often contrasted with apocarpous
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from syn-
 ‘together’ + Greek 
karpos

 ‘fruit’ + -ous
 .





synchondrosis

 
/ˌsiNGkənˈdrōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an almost immovable joint between bones bound by a layer of cartilage, as in the vertebrae.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
sunkhondrōsis

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
khondros

 ‘cartilage.’





synchro

 
/ˈsiNGkrō/






noun



1.
 
short for synchromesh
 .




2.
 
synchronized or synchronization




•
 
tape editing with synchro start.










3.
 
short for synchronized swimming
 .













synchro-






combining form




synchronous




•
 
synchrotron.



















synchrocyclotron

 
/ˌsiNGkrəˈsīkləˌträn/






noun






[Physics]

 a cyclotron able to achieve higher energies by decreasing the frequency of the accelerating electric field as the particles increase in energy and mass.














synchromesh

 
/ˈsiNGkrōˌmeSH/





I.
 
noun




a system of gear changing, especially in motor vehicles, in which the driving and driven gearwheels are made to revolve at the same speed during engagement by means of a set of friction clutches, thereby easing the change.











– origin

 1920s: contraction of 
synchronized mesh

 .






synchronic

 
/siNGˈkränik/





I.
 
adjective




concerned with something, especially a language, as it exists at one point in time




•
 
synchronic linguistics.







Often contrasted with diachronic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





synchronically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1920s: from late Latin 
synchronus

 (see synchronous
 ) + -ic
 .





synchronicity

 
/ˌsiNGkrəˈnisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the simultaneous occurrence of events that appear significantly related but have no discernible causal connection




•
 
such synchronicity is quite staggering.










2.
 
another term for synchrony
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 1950s: coined (in sense 1) by C. G. Jung.





synchronism

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




another term for synchrony
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synchronistic

 
/ˌsiNGkrəˈnistik /






adjective













2.
 
synchronistically

 
/ˌsiNGkrəˈnistik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
sunkhronismos

 , from 
sunkhronos

 (see synchronous
 ).





synchronize

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to occur or operate at the same time or rate




•
 
soldiers used watches to synchronize movements




•
 
synchronize your hand gestures with your main points.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — occur at the same time or rate




•
 
sometimes converging swells will synchronize to produce a peak.










3.
 
adjust (a clock or watch) to show the same time as another




•
 
It is now 5:48. Synchronize watches.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — tally; agree




•
 
their version failed to synchronize with the police view.










5.
 


[Computing]

 cause (a set of data or files) to remain identical in more than one location




•
 
you can synchronize your calendar with your GPS device and be alerted when you need to leave for an appointment.










6.
 
coordinate; combine




•
 
both media 
synchronize

 national interests 
with

 multinational scope.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synchronization

 
/ˌsiNGkrənəˈzāSHən ˌsiNGkrəˌnīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
synchronizer

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌnīzər /






noun






















synchronized swimming

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌnīzd ˌswimiNG/





I.
 
noun




a sport in which members of a team of swimmers perform coordinated or identical movements in time to music.








II.
 
derivatives





synchronized swimmer






noun






















synchronous

 
/ˈsiNGkrənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing or occurring at the same time




•
 
glaciations were approximately synchronous in both hemispheres.










2.
 
(of a satellite or its orbit) making or denoting an orbit around the earth or another celestial body in which one revolution is completed in the period taken for the body to rotate about its axis.








II.
 
derivatives





synchronously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
synchronus

 (from Greek 
sunkhronos

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
khronos

 ‘time’) + -ous
 .





synchronous motor

 
/ˈsiNGkrənəs ˈmōdər/






noun




an electric motor having a speed exactly proportional to the current frequency.














synchrony

 
/ˈsiNGkrənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
simultaneous action, development, or occurrence.




2.
 
the state of operating or developing according to the same time scale as something else




•
 
some individuals do not remain 
in synchrony with

 the twenty-four-hour day.










3.
 
synchronic treatment or study




•
 
the structuralist distinction between synchrony and diachrony.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sunkhronos

 (see synchronous
 ).





synchrotron

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌträn/






noun






[Physics]

 a cyclotron in which the magnetic field strength increases with the energy of the particles to keep their orbital radius constant.













synchrotron radiation






noun






[Physics]

 polarized radiation emitted by a charged particle spinning in a magnetic field.














syncline

 
/ˈsinˌklīn/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a trough or fold of stratified rock in which the strata slope upward from the axis.

Compare with anticline
 .








II.
 
derivatives





synclinal

 
/sinˈklīnl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from syn-
 ‘together’ + Greek 
klinein

 ‘to lean,’ on the pattern of 
incline

 .





syncopate

 
/ˈsiNGkəˌpāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
syncopated

 )
 — displace the beats or accents in (music or a rhythm) so that strong beats become weak and vice versa




•
 
syncopated dance music.










2.
 
shorten (a word) by dropping sounds or letters in the middle, as in 
symbology

 for 
symbolology

 , or 
Gloster

 for 
Gloucester

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syncopation

 
/ˌsiNGkəˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
syncopator

 
/-ˌpātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
syncopat-

 ‘affected with syncope,’ from the verb 
syncopare

 ‘to swoon’ (see syncope
 ).






syncope

 
/ˈsiNGkəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 temporary loss of consciousness caused by a fall in blood pressure.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 the omission of sounds or letters from within a word, e.g., when 
probably

 is pronounced .








II.
 
derivatives





syncopal

 
/ˈsiNGkəp(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
sunkopē

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
koptein

 ‘strike, cut off.’





syncretism

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different religions, cultures, or schools of thought.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the merging of different inflectional varieties of a word during the development of a language.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syncretic

 
/siNGˈkretik /






adjective













2.
 
syncretist






noun, adjective













3.
 
syncretistic

 
/ˌsiNGkrəˈtistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
syncretismus

 , from Greek 
sunkrētismos

 , from 
sunkrētizein

 ‘unite against a third party,’ from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
krēs

 ‘Cretan’ (originally with reference to ancient Cretan communities).





syncretize

 
/ˈsiNGkrəˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to amalgamate or reconcile (differing things, especially religious beliefs, cultural elements, or schools of thought).








II.
 
derivatives





syncretization

 
/ˌsiNGkritəˈzāSHən /






noun





















syncytium

 
/sinˈsiSHəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a single cell or cytoplasmic mass containing several nuclei, formed by fusion of cells or by division of nuclei.




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Embryology]

 syncytium forming the outermost layer of the trophoblast.








II.
 
derivatives





syncytial

 
/-SHəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from syn-
 ‘together’ + -cyte
 ‘cell’ + -ium
 .





synd.






abbreviation



1.
 
syndicate.




2.
 
syndicated.













syndactyly

 
/sinˈdaktəlē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 the condition of having some or all of the fingers or toes wholly or partly united, either naturally (as in web-footed animals) or as a malformation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from syn-
 ‘united’ + Greek 
daktulos

 ‘finger’ + -y
 3
 .





syndesmosis

 
/ˌsinˌdezˈmōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 an immovable joint in which bones are joined by connective tissue (e.g., between the fibula and tibia at the ankle).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sundesmos

 ‘binding, fastening.’





syndetic

 
/sinˈdedik/





I.
 
adjective






[Grammar]

 of or using conjunctions.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
sundetikos

 , from 
sundein

 ‘bind together.’






syndic

 
/ˈsindik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a government official in various countries.




2.
 
(in the UK) a business agent of certain universities and corporations.








II.
 
derivatives





syndical






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, via late Latin from Greek 
sundikos

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
dikē

 ‘justice.’





syndicalism

 
/ˈsindəkəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a movement for transferring the ownership and control of the means of production and distribution to workers' unions. Influenced by Proudhon and by the French social philosopher 
Georges Sorel

 (1847–1922), syndicalism developed in French labor unions during the late 19th century and was at its most vigorous between 1900 and 1914, particularly in France, Italy, Spain, and the US.








II.
 
derivatives





syndicalist

 
/ˈsindəkələst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
syndicalisme

 , from 
syndical

 , from 
syndic

 ‘a delegate’ (see syndic
 ).





syndicate





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈsindikət /



1.
 
a group of individuals or organizations combined to promote some common interest




•
 
large-scale buyouts involving a syndicate of financial institutions




•
 
a crime syndicate.










2.
 
an association or agency supplying material simultaneously to a number of newspapers or periodicals.




3.
 
a committee of syndics.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈsindəˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
control or manage by a syndicate




•
 
the loans are syndicated to a group of banks.










2.
 
publish or broadcast (material) simultaneously in a number of newspapers, television stations, etc.




•
 
his reports were syndicated to 200 other papers.










3.
 
sell (a horse) to a syndicate




•
 
the stallion was syndicated for a record $5.4 million.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syndication

 
/ˌsindəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
syndicator

 
/-ˌkātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a committee of syndics): from French 
syndicat

 , from medieval Latin 
syndicatus

 , from late Latin 
syndicus

 ‘delegate of a corporation’ (see syndic
 ). Current verb senses date from the late 19th cent.





syndiotactic

 
/ˌsindīōˈtaktik, sinˌdī-/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a polymer or polymeric structure) in which the repeating units have alternating stereochemical configurations.











– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
sunduo

 ‘two together’ + 
taktos

 ‘arranged’ + -ic
 .





syndrome

 
/ˈsinˌdrōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of symptoms that consistently occur together or a condition characterized by a set of associated symptoms




•
 
a rare syndrome in which the production of white blood cells is damaged.










2.
 
a characteristic combination of opinions, emotions, or behavior




•
 
the “Not In My Backyard” syndrome.














II.
 
derivatives





syndromic

 
/sinˈdrämik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
sundromē

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
dramein

 ‘to run.’





syndrome X






noun




a group of risk factors (including glucose intolerance, high triglycerides, obesity, and hypertension) that indicate predisposition to diabetes.














syne

 
/sīn/





I.
 
adverb






(Scottish)

 ago.

See also auld lang syne
 , lang syne
 .











– origin

 Middle English: contraction of dialect 
sithen

 ‘ever since.’





synecdoche

 
/səˈnekdəkē/





I.
 
noun




a figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice versa, as in 
Cleveland won by six runs

 (meaning “Cleveland's baseball team”).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synecdochic

 
/ˌsinekˈdäkik /






adjective













2.
 
synecdochical

 
/ˌsinekˈdäkikəl /






adjective













3.
 
synecdochically

 
/-ˈdäkik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
sunekdokhē

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
ekdekhesthai

 ‘take up.’






synecology

 
/ˌsinēˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the ecological study of whole plant or animal communities.

Contrasted with autecology
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synecological

 
/sinˌekəˈläjikəl, -ˌēkə- /






adjective













2.
 
synecologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from syn-
 ‘together’ + ecology
 .





synectics

 
/səˈnektiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a problem-solving technique that seeks to promote creative thinking, typically among small groups of people of diverse experience and expertise.











– origin

 1960s: from late Latin 
synecticus

 (based on Greek 
sunekhein

 ‘hold together’), on the pattern of 
dialectics

 .





syneresis

 
/səˈnerəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the contraction of two vowels into a diphthong or single vowel.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the contraction of a gel accompanied by the separating out of liquid.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sunairesis

 , based on 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
hairein

 ‘take.’





synergist

 
/ˈsinərjəst/





I.
 
noun




a substance, organ, or other agent that participates in an effect of synergy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synergistic

 
/ˌsinərˈjistik /






adjective













2.
 
synergistically

 
/ˈˌsinərˈjistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















synergy

 
/ˈsinərjē /

 
synergism





I.
 
noun




the interaction or cooperation of two or more organizations, substances, or other agents to produce a combined effect greater than the sum of their separate effects




•
 
the synergy between artist and record company.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synergetic

 
/ˌsinərˈjedik /






adjective













2.
 
synergic

 
/səˈnərjik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
sunergos

 ‘working together,’ from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
ergon

 ‘work.’





synesthesia

 
/ˌsinəsˈTHēZHə /

 


‹Brit.›

 synaesthesia





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 
[Psychology]

 the production of a sense impression relating to one sense or part of the body by stimulation of another sense or part of the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synesthete

 
/ˈsinisˌTHēt /






noun













2.
 
synesthetic

 
/-ˈTHetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from syn-
 ‘with,’ on the pattern of 
anesthesia

 .





synfuel

 
/ˈsinˌfyo͞oəl/






noun




fuel made from coal, corn, etc., as a substitute for a petroleum product.













syngamy

 
/ˈsiNGɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the fusion of two cells, or of their nuclei, in reproduction.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from syn-
 ‘with’ + Greek 
gamos

 ‘marriage.’





syngas

 
/ˈsinɡas/






noun




short for synthesis gas
 .













Synge, J. M.

 
/siNG/






(1871–1909), Irish playwright; full name 
Edmund John Millington Synge

 . His 
The Playboy of the Western World

 (1907) caused riots at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, because of its explicit language and its implication that Irish peasants would condone a brutal murder.









syngeneic

 
/ˌsinjəˈnēik/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 (of organisms or cells) genetically similar or identical and hence immunologically compatible, especially so closely related that transplantation does not provoke an immune response.











– origin

 1960s: from syn-
 ‘together’ + Greek 
genea

 ‘race, stock’ + -ic
 .





syngenetic

 
/ˌsinjəˈnedik/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a mineral deposit or formation produced at the same time as the enclosing or surrounding rock.













syngnathid

 
/ˈsiNGnəˌTHid, ˈsiNGɡnə-/






noun




any of a family of fish with an elongated snout and no ventral and first dorsal fins. It includes the sea moths, seahorses, and trumpet fish.














synod

 
/ˈsinəd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an assembly of the clergy and sometimes also the laity in a diocese or other division of a particular church.




2.
 
a Presbyterian ecclesiastical court above the presbyteries and subject to the General Assembly.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
sunodos

 ‘meeting,’ from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
hodos

 ‘way.’






synodic

 
/səˈnädik/





I.
 
adjective






[Astronomy]

 relating to or involving the conjunction of stars, planets, or other celestial objects.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sunodikos

 , from 
sunodos

 (see synod
 ).





synodical

 
/səˈnädək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Christian Church]

 of, relating to, or constituted as a synod




•
 
synodical government.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 another term for synodic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





synodal

 
/ˈsinədl /






adjective





synodical
 (
sense

 1)





















synodic month






noun






[Astronomy]

 another term for lunar month
 .













synodic period






noun






[Astronomy]

 the time between successive conjunctions of a planet with the sun.














synonym

 
/ˈsinəˌnim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another word or phrase in the same language, for example 
shut

 is a synonym of 
close

 .




2.
 
a person or thing so closely associated with a particular quality or idea that the mention of their name calls it to mind




•
 
the Victorian age is a synonym for sexual puritanism.










3.
 


[Biology]

 a taxonomic name that has the same application as another, especially one that has been superseded and is no longer valid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synonymic

 
/ˌsinəˈnimik /






adjective













2.
 
synonymity

 
/ˌsinəˈnimədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
sunōnumon

 , neuter (used as a noun) of the adjective 
sunōnumos

 , from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





synonymous

 
/səˈnänəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a word or phrase) having the same or nearly the same meaning as another word or phrase in the same language




•
 
aggression is often taken as 
synonymous with

 violence.










2.
 
closely associated with or suggestive of something




•
 
his deeds had made his name synonymous with victory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synonymously

 
/səˈnänəməslē /






adverb













2.
 
synonymousness






noun





















synonymy

 
/səˈnänəmē/





I.
 
noun




the state of being synonymous.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sunōnumia

 , from 
sunōnumos

 (see synonym
 ).






synopsis

 
/səˈnäpsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief summary or general survey of something




•
 
a synopsis of the accident.










2.
 
an outline of the plot of a book, play, movie, or episode of a television show.








II.
 
derivatives





synopsize

 
/-ˌsīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
opsis

 ‘seeing.’





synoptic

 
/səˈnäptik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or forming a general summary or synopsis




•
 
a synoptic outline of the contents.










2.
 
taking or involving a comprehensive mental view




•
 
a synoptic model of higher education.










3.
 
of or relating to the Synoptic Gospels.








II.
 
noun

 — (
Synoptics

 )


1.
 
the Synoptic Gospels.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synoptical






adjective













2.
 
synoptically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
sunoptikos

 , from 
sunopsis

 (see synopsis
 ).





Synoptic Gospels






plural noun




the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which describe events from a similar point of view, as contrasted with that of John.













synoptist

 
/səˈnäptəst/






noun




the writer of a Synoptic Gospel.













synostosis

 
/ˌsinäˈstōsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 
[Medicine]

 the union or fusion of adjacent bones by the growth of bony substance, either as a normal process during growth or as the result of ankylosis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from syn-
 ‘together’ + Greek 
osteon

 ‘bone’ + -osis
 .





synovial

 
/səˈnōvēəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a type of joint that is surrounded by a thick flexible membrane forming a sac into which is secreted a viscous fluid that lubricates the joint.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
synovia

 , probably formed arbitrarily by Paracelsus.






synovitis

 
/ˌsinəˈvīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a synovial membrane.













synsacrum

 
/sinˈsakrəm, -ˈsā-/






noun






[Zoology]

 an elongated composite sacrum containing a number of fused vertebrae, present in birds and some extinct reptiles.













syntactic

 
/sinˈtaktik/





I.
 
adjective




of or according to syntax




•
 
syntactic analysis.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syntactical






adjective













2.
 
syntactically

 
/sinˈtaktək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
suntaktikos

 , from 
suntassein

 ‘arrange together’ (see syntax
 ).






syntagm

 
/ˈsinˌtam /

 
syntagma





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a linguistic unit consisting of a set of linguistic forms (phonemes, words, or phrases) that are in a sequential relationship to one another.

Often contrasted with paradigm
 .




2.
 
the relationship between two syntagms.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
suntagma

 , from 
suntassein

 ‘arrange together.’






syntagmatic

 
/ˌsin(t)aɡˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting the relationship between two or more linguistic units used sequentially to make well-formed structures.

Contrasted with paradigmatic
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
syntagmatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
syntagmatics






plural noun




[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 —





















syntax

 
/ˈsinˌtaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences in a language




•
 
the syntax of English.










2.
 
a set of rules for or an analysis of this




•
 
generative syntax.










3.
 
the branch of linguistics that deals with this.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
syntaxe

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
suntaxis

 , from 
sun-

 ‘together’ + 
tassein

 ‘arrange.’





syntax error






noun






[Computing]

 a character or string incorrectly placed in a command or instruction that causes a failure in execution.













syntenic

 
/sinˈtenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Genetics]

 (of genes) occurring on the same chromosome




•
 
syntenic sequences.














II.
 
derivatives





synteny

 
/ˈsintənē /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from syn-
 ‘together’ + Greek 
tainia

 ‘band, ribbon’ + -ic
 .





synth

 
/sinTH/






noun






‹informal›

 short for synthesizer
 .













synthase

 
/ˈsinˌTHās, -ˌTHāz/






noun

 — [often with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the linking together of two molecules, especially without the direct involvement of ATP




•
 
nitric oxide synthases.







Compare with ligase
 .














synthesis

 
/ˈsinTHəsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
combination or composition, in particular




2.
 
the combination of ideas to form a theory or system




•
 
the synthesis of intellect and emotion in his work




•
 
the ideology represented a synthesis of certain ideas.







Often contrasted with analysis
 .




3.
 
the production of chemical compounds by reaction from simpler materials




•
 
the synthesis of methanol from carbon monoxide and hydrogen.










4.
 
(in Hegelian philosophy) the final stage in the process of dialectical reasoning, in which a new idea resolves the conflict between thesis and antithesis.




5.
 


[Grammar]

 the process of making compound and derivative words.




6.
 


[Linguistics]

 the use of inflected forms rather than word order to express grammatical structure.








II.
 
derivatives





synthesist






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
sunthesis

 , from 
suntithenai

 ‘place together.’






synthesis gas






noun




a mixture of carbon monoxide and hydrogen produced industrially, especially from coal, and used as a feedstock in making synthetic chemicals.













synthesize

 
/ˈsinTHəˌsīz /

 
synthetize






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) by synthesis, especially chemically




•
 
man synthesizes new chemical poisons and sprays the countryside wholesale.










2.
 
combine (a number of things) into a coherent whole




•
 
pupils should synthesize the data they have gathered




•
 
Darwinian theory has been synthesized with modern genetics.










3.
 
produce (sound) electronically




•
 
trigger chips that synthesize speech




•
 (as 
adj.

 
synthesized

 )
 
synthesized chords.




















synthesizer

 
/ˈsinTHəˌsīzər/






noun




an electronic musical instrument, typically operated by a keyboard, producing a wide variety of sounds by generating and combining signals of different frequencies.













synthespian

 
/sinˈTHespēən/





I.
 
noun




a computer-generated three-dimensional human character, designed to simulate a lifelike performance on film




•
 
her first little-girl crush was on a synthespian, none other than Buzz Lightyear.

















– origin

 blend of 
synthetic

 and 
thespian

 .






synthetic

 
/sinˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) made by chemical synthesis, especially to imitate a natural product




•
 
synthetic rubber.










2.
 
(of an emotion or action) not genuine; insincere




•
 
their tears are a bit synthetic.










3.
 


[Logic]

 (of a proposition) having truth or falsity determinable by recourse to experience.

Compare with analytic
 .




4.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a language) characterized by the use of inflections rather than word order to express grammatical structure.

Contrasted with agglutinative
 and analytic
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (often 
synthetics

 )


1.
 
a synthetic material or chemical, especially a textile fiber.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
synthetical






adjective













2.
 
synthetically

 
/sinˈTHedək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
synthétique

 or modern Latin 
syntheticus

 , from Greek 
sunthetikos

 , based on 
suntithenai

 ‘place together.’





synthon

 
/ˈsinTHän/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a constituent part of a molecule to be synthesized that is regarded as the basis of a synthetic procedure.











– origin

 1960s: from synthesis
 + -on
 .





syntonic

 
/sinˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Psychology]

 (of a person) responsive to and in harmony with their environment so that affect is appropriate to the given situation




•
 
culturally syntonic.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — 

[Psychology]

 (of a psychiatric condition or psychological process) consistent with other aspects of an individual's personality and belief system




•
 
this phobia was ego-syntonic.










3.
 


[Psychology]

 
‹dated›

 relating to or denoting the lively and responsive type of temperament that was considered liable to bipolar disorder.

See also cyclothymia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





syntone

 
/ˈsinˌtōn /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Syntonie

 ‘state of being syntonic’ + -ic
 .






syntype

 
/ˈsintīp/






noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 each of a set of type specimens of equal status, upon which the description and name of a new species is based.

Compare with holotype
 .













syphilis

 
/ˈsif(ə)ləs/





I.
 
noun




a chronic bacterial disease that is contracted chiefly by infection during sexual intercourse, but also congenitally by infection of a developing fetus.

[This is caused by the spirochete 
Treponema pallidum

 . The infection progresses in four successive stages: 
primary syphilis

 , characterized by a chancre in the part infected; 
secondary syphilis

 , affecting chiefly the skin, lymph nodes, and mucous membranes; 
tertiary syphilis

 , involving the spread of tumorlike lesions (gummas) throughout the body, frequently damaging the cardiovascular and central nervous systems; 
quaternary syphilis

 neurosyphilis.]








II.
 
derivatives





syphilitic

 
/ˌsif(ə)ˈlidik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Syphilis, sive Morbus Gallicus

 , the title of a Latin poem (1530), from the name of the character 
Syphilus

 , the supposed first sufferer of the disease.





Syracuse





I.
 

/ˈsīrəˌkyo͞oz /

 — a port on the eastern coast of Sicily; pop. 125,000.

Italian name Siracusa
 .




II.
 

/ˈsirəˌkyo͞os /

 — a city in New York, southeast of Lake Ontario; pop. 138,068 (est. 2008). The site of salt springs, it was an important center of salt production during the 19th century.









Syrah

 
/səˈrä, ˈsirə/






noun




another term for Shiraz
 2
 .













syrette

 
/siˈret/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a disposable injection unit comprising a collapsible tube with an attached hypodermic needle and a single dose of a drug, commonly morphine.











– origin

 1940s: from syringe
 + -ette
 .





Syria

 
/ˈsirēə/






I.

1.
 
a country in the Middle East, on the eastern Mediterranean Sea; pop. 21,763,000 (est. 2009); capital, Damascus; language, Arabic (official).





Syria was the site of various early civilizations, most notably that of the Phoenicians. Falling successively within the empires of Persia, Macedon, and Rome, it became a center of Islamic power and civilization from the 7th century and a province of the Ottoman Empire in 1516. After the Turkish defeat in World War I, Syria was mandated to France and became independent with the ejection of Vichy troops by the Allies in 1941. From 1958 to 1961, Syria was united with Egypt as the United Arab Republic. It lost the Golan Heights to Israel in the 1967 war.




II.
 
derivatives





Syrian

 
/ˈsirēən /






adjective, noun





















Syriac

 
/ˈsirēak/





I.
 
noun




the language of ancient Syria, a western dialect of Aramaic in which many important early Christian texts are preserved, and that is still used by Syrian Christians as a liturgical language.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Syriac language.













syringa

 
/səˈriNGɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant of the genus 
Syringa

 (family 
Oleaceae

 ), especially (in gardening) the lilac.




2.
 


‹informal›

 another term for mock orange
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
surinx

 , 
suring-

 ‘tube’ (with reference to the use of its stems as pipe stems).






syringe

 
/səˈrinj ˈsirinj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tube with a nozzle and piston or bulb for sucking in and ejecting liquid in a thin stream, used for cleaning wounds or body cavities, or fitted with a hollow needle for injecting or withdrawing fluids.




2.
 
a device similar to a syringe used in gardening or cooking.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spray liquid into (the ear or a wound) with a syringe




•
 
I had my ears syringed.










2.
 
spray liquid over (plants) with a syringe




•
 
syringe the leaves frequently during warm weather.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
syringa

 , from 
syrinx

 (see syrinx
 ).





syringomyelia

 
/səˌriNGɡōˌmīˈēlyə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a chronic progressive disease in which longitudinal cavities form in the cervical region of the spinal cord. This characteristically results in wasting of the muscles in the hands and a loss of sensation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
surinx

 , 
suring-

 ‘tube, channel’ + 
muelos

 ‘marrow.’






syrinx

 
/ˈsiriNGks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of panpipes.




2.
 


[Ornithology]

 the lower larynx or voice organ in birds, situated at or near the junction of the trachea and bronchi and well developed in songbirds.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
surinx

 ‘pipe, channel.’





Syro-






combining form



1.
 
Syrian; Syrian and …




•
 
Syro-Palestinian.










2.
 
relating to Syria.













syrphid

 
/ˈsərfəd/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 a fly of the hoverfly family (
Syrphidae

 ).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Syrphidae

 (plural), from the genus name 
Syrphus

 , from Greek 
surphos

 ‘gnat.’





syrtaki

 
/sərˈtakē, -ˈtäkē /

 
sirtaki





I.
 
noun




a Greek folk dance in which dancers form a line or chain.











– origin

 modern Greek, from Greek 
surtos

 ‘drawn, led’ + the diminutive suffix 
-aki

 .






syrup

 
/ˈsirəp /

 
sirup





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick sweet liquid made by dissolving sugar in boiling water, often used for preserving fruit.




2.
 
a thick sweet liquid containing medicine or used as a drink




•
 
cough syrup.










3.
 
a thick sticky liquid derived from a sugar-rich plant, especially sugar cane, corn, and maple.




4.
 
excessive sweetness or sentimentality of style or manner




•
 
Mr. Gurney's poems are almost all of them syrup.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
sirop

 or medieval Latin 
siropus

 , from Arabic 
šarāb

 ‘beverage’; compare with sherbet
 and shrub
 2
 .





syrup of figs

 
/ˈsirəp əv ə fiɡz/






noun




a laxative syrup made from dried figs, typically with senna and carminatives.













syrupy

 
/ˈsirəpē /

 
sirupy






adjective



1.
 
having the consistency or sweetness of syrup




•
 
syrupy desserts.










2.
 
excessively sentimental




•
 
a particularly syrupy moment from a corny film.



















sysop

 
/ˈsisäp/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a system operator.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.





syst.






abbreviation




system.














system

 
/ˈsistəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of connected things or parts forming a complex whole, in particular




2.
 
a set of things working together as parts of a mechanism or an interconnecting network




•
 
the state railroad system




•
 
fluid is pushed through a system of pipes or channels.










3.
 


[Physiology]

 a set of organs in the body with a common structure or function




•
 
the digestive system.










4.
 
the human or animal body as a whole




•
 
you need to get the cholesterol out of your system.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a group of related hardware units or programs or both, especially when dedicated to a single application.




6.
 


[Geology]

 (in chronostratigraphy) a major range of strata that corresponds to a period in time, subdivided into series.




7.
 


[Astronomy]

 a group of celestial objects connected by their mutual attractive forces, especially moving in orbits about a center




•
 
the system of bright stars known as the Gould Belt.










8.
 
short for crystal system
 .




9.
 
a set of principles or procedures according to which something is done; an organized scheme or method




•
 
a multiparty system of government




•
 
the public school system.










10.
 
orderliness; method




•
 
there was no system at all in the company.










11.
 
a method of choosing one's procedure in gambling.




12.
 
a set of rules used in measurement or classification




•
 
the metric system.










13.
 
(
the system

 )
 — the prevailing political or social order, especially when regarded as oppressive and intransigent




•
 
don't try bucking the system.










14.
 


[Music]

 a set of staves in a musical score joined by a brace.








II.
 
phrases





get something out of one's system








‹informal›

 get rid of a preoccupation or anxiety




•
 
she let her get the crying out of her system.


















III.
 
derivatives





systemless

 
/ˈsistəmləs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
système

 or late Latin 
systema

 , from Greek 
sustēma

 , from 
sun-

 ‘with’ + 
histanai

 ‘set up.’





systematic

 
/ˌsistəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




done or acting according to a fixed plan or system; methodical




•
 
a systematic search of the whole city.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
systematically

 
/ˌsistəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
systematist

 
/ˈsistəməˌtist /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
systématique

 , via late Latin from late Greek 
sustēmatikos

 , from 
sustēma

 (see system
 ).






systematic desensitization






noun






[Psychiatry]

 a treatment for phobias in which the patient is exposed to progressively more anxiety-provoking stimuli and taught relaxation techniques.













systematic error






noun






[Statistics]

 an error having a nonzero mean, so that its effect is not reduced when observations are averaged.














systematic name






noun




a standardized name, especially for a chemical element or compound, a biological taxon, or a star or other astronomical object.

Compare with trivial name
 .













systematics

 
/ˌsistəˈmadiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of biology that deals with classification and nomenclature; taxonomy.













systematic theology





I.
 
noun




a form of theology in which the aim is to arrange religious truths in a self-consistent whole.








II.
 
derivatives





systematic theologian






noun






















systematize

 
/ˈsistəməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange according to an organized system; make systematic




•
 
Galen set about systematizing medical thought




•
 (as 
adj.

 
systematized

 )
 
systematized reading schemes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
systematization

 
/ˌsistəmədəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌsistəməˌtīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
systematizer






noun






















systemic

 
/səˈstemik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a system, especially as opposed to a particular part




•
 
the disease is localized rather than systemic.










2.
 
(of an insecticide, fungicide, or similar substance) entering the plant via the roots or shoots and passing through the tissues.




3.
 


[Physiology]

 denoting the part of the circulatory system concerned with the transportation of oxygen to and carbon dioxide from the body in general, especially as distinct from the pulmonary part concerned with the transportation of oxygen from and carbon dioxide to the lungs.








II.
 
derivatives





systemically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed irregularly from system
 + -ic
 .





systemize

 
/ˈsistəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb




another term for systematize
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
systemization

 
/ˌsistəmiˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
systemizer






noun





















system operator

 
systems operator






noun




a person who manages the operation of a computer system, such as a message board.














systems analyst

 
/ˈsistəmz ˌanələst/





I.
 
noun




a person who analyzes a complex process or operation in order to improve its efficiency, especially by applying a computer system.








II.
 
derivatives





systems analysis

 
/ˈsistəmz əˈnaləsəs /






noun






















systole

 
/ˈsistəlē/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 the phase of the heartbeat when the heart muscle contracts and pumps blood from the chambers into the arteries.

Often contrasted with diastole
 .








II.
 
derivatives





systolic

 
/səˈstälik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
sustolē

 , from 
sustellein

 ‘to contract.’





syzygy

 
/ˈsizijē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Astronomy]

 a conjunction or opposition, especially of the moon with the sun




•
 
the planets were aligned 
in syzygy

 .










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a pair of connected or corresponding things




•
 
animus and anima represent a supreme pair of opposites, the syzygy.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
suzugia

 , from 
suzugos

 ‘yoked, paired,’ from 
sun-

 ‘with, together’ + the stem of 
zeugnunai

 ‘to yoke.’






Szczecin

 
/ˈSHCHeCHēn/






a city in northwestern Poland, a port on the Oder River, near the border with Germany; pop. 408,583 (2007).

German name Stettin
 .









Szechuan

 
/seCHˈwän /

 
Szechwan






variant of Sichuan
 .









Szeged

 
/ˈseɡed/






a city in southern Hungary, a port on the Tisza River, near the border with Serbia; pop. 169,030 (2009).









Szent-Györgyi, Albert von

 
/sānt ˈjôrj(ē)/






(1893–1986), US biochemist, born in Hungary. He discovered ascorbic acid, which was later identified with vitamin C.









Szilard, Leo

 
/ˈzilˌärd, ˈsil-, -ərd/






(1898–1964), US physicist and molecular biologist, born in Hungary. He fled from Nazi Germany to the US, where he became a central figure in the Manhattan Project, which developed the atom bomb.









t





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
long or metric ton(s).




2.
 
teaspoon(s).








II.
 
symbol

 — (
t

 )


1.
 


[Statistics]

 a number characterizing the distribution of a sample taken from a population with a normal distribution (see Student's t-test
 ).













T1


 
/tē /

 
t





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twentieth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after S in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(also 
tee

 ) (
T

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital T


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
make a 
T-shaped

 wound in the rootstock and insert the cut bud.







See also T-square
 , etc.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
cross the T








‹historical›

 (of a naval force) cross in front of an enemy force approximately at right angles, securing a tactical advantage for gunnery.









2.
 
to a T








‹informal›

 exactly; to perfection




•
 
I baked it to a T, and of course it was delicious.























T2


 
/tē/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — (in units of measurement) tera- (1012
 )




•
 
12 Tbytes of data storage.










2.
 
tesla.




3.
 
tablespoon(s).




4.
 


(Brit.)

 (in names of sports clubs) Town




•
 
Mansfield T.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 
temperature.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the hydrogen isotope tritium.













’t

 
/t/






contraction




the word “it,” attached to the end of a verb, especially in the transcription of regional spoken use




•
 
I'll never do ’t again.



















-t1







suffix




equivalent to -est
 2
 (as in 
shalt

 ).













-t2







suffix




equivalent to -ed
 2
 (as in 
crept

 , 
sent

 , 
slept

 ).













T-1






noun






[Computing]

 a high-speed data transmission line.













ta

 
/tä/





I.
 
exclamation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 thank you.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: a child's word.





Ta






symbol




the chemical element tantalum.













tab1


 
/tab/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flap or strip of material attached to or projecting from something, used to hold or manipulate it, or for identification and information.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a strip or ring of metal attached to the top of a canned drink and pulled to open the can.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a second or further document or page that can be opened on a spreadsheet or web browser.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a restaurant or bar bill.




5.
 


[Aeronautics]

 a part of a control surface, typically hinged, that modifies the action or response of the surface.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark or identify with a projecting piece of material




•
 
he opened the book at a page tabbed by a cloth bookmark.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 identify as being of a specified type or suitable for a specified position




•
 
he was tabbed by the president as the next Republican National Committee chairman.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep tabs (or a tab) on








‹informal›

 monitor the activities or development of; keep under observation.









2.
 
pick up the tab








‹informal›

 pay for something




•
 
my company will pick up the tab for all moving expenses.


















IV.
 
derivatives





tabbed






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps related to tag
 1
 .






tab2


 
/tab/





I.
 
noun




a facility in a word-processing program, or a device on a keyboard, for advancing to a sequence of set positions in tabular work




•
 
set tabs at 1.4 inches and 3.4 inches




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the tab key.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — use the tab key on a computer or typewriter keyboard




•
 
the user can tab to the phrase and press Enter.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — short for tabulate
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: short for tabulator
 .





tab3


 
/tab/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a tablet containing a dose of a drug.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





tab4


 
/tab/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a tabloid newspaper




•
 
she tries to cover up his peccadillos before they make the tabs' front pages.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation.





tab5


 
/tab/






noun




short for tablature
 :




•
 
get tips on learning how to read guitar tab.



















TAB

 
/tab/






abbreviation




typhoid–paratyphoid A and B vaccine.













tab.






abbreviation



1.
 
tables.




2.
 
(in prescriptions) tablet.

[from Latin 
tabella

 .]













tabac

 
/täˈbäk/





I.
 
noun




(in French-speaking regions) a tobacconist's shop.











– origin

 French, literally 
tobacco

 .





tabard

 
/ˈtabərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sleeveless jerkin consisting only of front and back pieces with a hole for the head.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a coarse sleeveless garment worn as the outer dress of medieval peasants and clerics, or worn as a surcoat over armor.




3.
 
a herald's official coat emblazoned with the arms of the sovereign.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tabart

 , of unknown origin.





tabaret

 
/ˈtabərət/





I.
 
noun




an upholstery fabric of alternate satin and watered silk stripes.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: probably from tabby
 .






Tabasco1


 
/təˈbaskō/






a state in southeastern Mexico, on the Gulf of Mexico; capital, Villahermosa.









Tabasco2


 
/təˈbaskō /

 
Tabasco sauce





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a pungent sauce made from the fruit of a capsicum pepper.

[The plant is 
Capsicum frutescens

 (or 
C. anuum

 ), family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the state of 
Tabasco

 (see Tabasco
 1
 ).





tabbouleh

 
/təˈbo͞olē /

 
tabouli





I.
 
noun




an Arab salad of cracked wheat mixed with finely chopped ingredients such as tomatoes, onions, and parsley.











– origin

 from Arabic 
tabbūla

 .






tabby

 
/ˈtabē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
tabby cat

 )
 — a cat whose fur is mottled or streaked with dark stripes.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 any domestic cat.




3.
 
a fabric with a watered pattern, typically silk.




4.
 
a plain weave.




5.
 
a type of concrete made of lime, shells, gravel, and stones that dries very hard.

[early 19th cent. (originally 
tabby work

 ): perhaps a different word, or from a resemblance in color to that of a tabby cat.]








II.
 
adjective




(of a cat) gray or brownish in color and streaked with dark stripes.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a kind of silk taffeta, originally striped, later with a watered finish: 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from French 
tabis

 , based on Arabic 
al-῾Attābiyya

 , the name of the quarter of Baghdad where tabby was manufactured.






tabernacle

 
/ˈtabərˌnakəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in biblical use) a fixed or movable habitation, typically of light construction.




2.
 
a tent used as a sanctuary for the Ark of the Covenant by the Israelites during the Exodus and until the building of the Temple.




3.
 
a meeting place for worship used by some Protestants or Mormons.




4.
 
an ornamented receptacle or cabinet in which a pyx or ciborium containing the reserved sacrament may be placed in Catholic churches, usually on or above an altar.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a canopied niche or recess in the wall of a church.




6.
 
a partly open socket or double post on a sailboat's deck into which a mast is fixed, with a pivot near the top so that the mast can be lowered.








II.
 
derivatives





tabernacled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via French from Latin 
tabernaculum

 ‘tent,’ diminutive of 
taberna

 ‘hut, tavern.’





tabes

 
/ˈtābēz/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 emaciation.

See also tabes dorsalis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tabetic

 
/təˈbetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘wasting away.’





tabescent

 
/təˈbesənt/





I.
 
adjective




wasting away.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
tabescent-

 ‘beginning to waste away,’ from the verb 
tabescere

 , from 
tabere

 ‘waste away.’






tabes dorsalis

 
/ˌtābēz dôrˈsalis, ˌtābēz dôrˈsālis/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 loss of coordination of movement, especially as a result of syphilitic infection of the spinal cord.

Also called locomotor ataxia
 .











– origin

 modern Latin, literally ‘wasting of the back.’





tabi

 
/ˈtäbē/





I.
 
noun




a thick-soled Japanese ankle sock with a separate section for the big toe.











– origin

 Japanese.





tabla

 
/ˈtäblə/





I.
 
noun




a pair of small hand drums attached together, used in Indian music; one is slightly larger than the other and is played using pressure from the heel of the hand to vary the pitch.











– origin

 from Persian and Urdu 
tablah

 , Hindi 
tablā

 , from Arabic 
ṭabl

 ‘drum.’






tablature

 
/ˈtabləCHər/





I.
 
noun




a form of musical notation indicating fingering rather than the pitch of notes, written on lines corresponding to, for example, the strings of a guitar or the holes on a flute.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, probably from Italian 
tavolatura

 , from 
tavolare

 ‘set to music.’






table

 
/ˈtābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of furniture with a flat top and one or more legs, providing a level surface on which objects may be placed, and that can be used for such purposes as eating, writing, working, or playing games.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — food provided in a restaurant or household




•
 
he was reputed to have the finest French table of the time.










3.
 
a group seated at a table for a meal




•
 
the whole table was in gales of laughter.










4.
 
(
the table

 )
 — a meeting place or forum for formal discussions held to settle an issue or dispute




•
 
the negotiating table.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

[Bridge]

 the dummy hand (which is exposed on the table)




•
 
they made the hand easily with the aid of a club ruff 
on the table

 .










6.
 
a set of facts or figures systematically displayed, especially in columns




•
 
the population has grown, as shown in table 1




•
 
a table of contents.










7.
 


[Computing]

 a collection of data stored in memory as a series of records, each defined by a unique key stored with it.




8.
 
a flat surface, in particular




9.
 


[Architecture]

 a flat, typically rectangular, vertical surface.




10.
 
a horizontal molding, especially a cornice.




11.
 
a slab of wood or stone bearing an inscription.




12.
 
a flat surface of a gem.




13.
 
a cut gem with two flat faces.




14.
 
each half or quarter of a folding board for backgammon.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly US)

 postpone consideration of




•
 
I'd like the issue to be tabled for the next few months.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 present formally for discussion or consideration at a meeting




•
 
an MP tabled an amendment to the bill.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at table






seated at a table eating a meal.









2.
 
lay something on the table





a.
 
make something known so that it can be freely and sensibly discussed.




b.
 


(chiefly US)

 postpone something indefinitely.









3.
 
on the table






offered for discussion




•
 
our offer remains on the table.















4.
 
turn the tables






reverse one's position relative to someone else, especially by turning a position of disadvantage into one of advantage




•
 
police invited householders to a seminar on how to 
turn the tables on

 burglars.















5.
 
under the table





a.
 


‹informal›

 very drunk




•
 
by 3:30 everybody was under the table.










b.
 
(especially of making a payment) secretly or covertly




•
 
he accepted a slew of payoffs under the table.










c.
 
another term for under the counter
 (see counter
 1
 ).












IV.
 
derivatives





tableful

 
/ˈtāb(ə)lˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tabule

 ‘flat slab, inscribed tablet,’ from Latin 
tabula

 ‘plank, tablet, list,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
table

 .





tableau

 
/ˌtaˈblō/





I.
 
noun




a group of models or motionless figures representing a scene from a story or from history; a tableau vivant.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘picture,’ figuratively ‘picturesque description’): from French, literally ‘picture,’ diminutive of 
table

 (see table
 ).





tableau vivant

 
/täˌblō vēˈväN, täˌblō vēˈvänt/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a silent and motionless group of people arranged to represent a scene or incident.











– origin

 French, literally ‘living picture.’





tablecloth

 
/ˈtābəlˌklôTH/






noun




a cloth spread over a table, especially during meals.













table d'hôte

 
/ˌtäbəl ˈdōt ˌtabəl ˈdōt ˌtäblə ˈdōt/





I.
 
noun




a restaurant meal offered at a fixed price and with few if any choices.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: French, literally ‘host's table.’ The term originally denoted a table in a hotel or restaurant where all guests ate together, hence a meal served there at a stated time and for a fixed price.





table lamp

 
/ˈtābəl ˌlamp/






noun




a small lamp designed to stand on a table.













tableland

 
/ˈtābəlˌ(l)and/






noun




a broad, high, level region; a plateau.













table linen

 
/ˈtābəl ˌlinin/






noun




fabric items used at mealtimes, such as tablecloths and napkins, collectively.













table manners

 
/ˈtābəl ˌmanərz/






plural noun




a pattern of behavior that is conventionally required of someone while eating.













Table Mountain

 
/ˌtābəl ˈmountn/






a flat-topped mountain near the southwestern tip of South Africa that overlooks Cape Town and Table Bay. It is 3,563 feet (1,087 m) high.









table salt

 
/ˈtābəl sôlt/






noun




salt suitable for sprinkling on food at meals.













table saw






noun




a circular saw mounted under a table or bench so that the blade projects up through a slot.













table soccer

 
table football






noun




another term for foosball
 .













tablespoon

 
/ˈtābəlˌspo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large spoon for serving food.




2.
 
(abbr.: 
tbsp.

 or 
T

 )
 — a measurement in cooking, equivalent to 1/2 fluid ounce, three teaspoons, or 15 ml.








II.
 
derivatives





tablespoonful

 
/ˈtāb(ə)lˌspo͞onˌfo͝ol /






noun






















tablet

 
/ˈtablət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flat slab of stone, clay, or wood, used especially for an inscription.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 another term for table
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).




3.
 
a small disk or cylinder of a compressed solid substance, typically a measured amount of a medicine or drug; a pill.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a small bar of soap.




5.
 
(also 
tablet computer

 or 
tablet PC

 ) ( in the UK)
 — 

‹trademark›

 a small portable computer that accepts input directly onto its screen rather than via a keyboard or mouse.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a writing pad.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tablete

 , from a diminutive of Latin 
tabula

 (see table
 ).





table talk

 
/ˈtābəl tôk/






noun




informal conversation carried on at meals.














table tennis

 
/ˈtābəl ˌtenəs/






noun




an indoor game based on tennis, played with small paddles and a ball bounced on a table divided by a net.













tabletop

 
/ˈtābəlˌtäp/






noun



1.
 
the horizontal top part of a table.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — small or portable enough to be placed or used on a table




•
 
a tabletop hockey game.



















tableware

 
/ˈtāb(ə)lˌwer/






noun




dishes, utensils, and glassware used for serving and eating meals at a table.













table wine

 
/ˈtābəl wīn/






noun




wine of moderate quality considered suitable for drinking with a meal.













tablier

 
/ˌtäblēˈā/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a part of a woman's dress resembling an apron.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, based on Latin 
tabula

 (see table
 ).





tabloid

 
/ˈtabˌloid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a newspaper having pages half the size of those of a standard newspaper, typically popular in style and dominated by headlines, photographs, and sensational stories.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 sensational in a lurid or vulgar way




•
 
they argued about who made what allegation on what tabloid TV show.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tablet
 + -oid
 . Originally the proprietary name of a medicine sold in tablets, the term came to denote any small medicinal tablet; the current sense reflects the notion of “concentrated, easily assimilable.”





tabloidization

 
/ˌtabloidəˈzāSH(ə)n/






noun




a change in emphasis from the factual to the sensational, especially in television news




•
 
the tabloidization of the nightly news during sweeps week.




















taboo

 
/təˈbo͞o taˈbo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a social or religious custom prohibiting or forbidding discussion of a particular practice or forbidding association with a particular person, place, or thing.




2.
 
a social practice that is prohibited or restricted




•
 
speaking about sex is a taboo in his country.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
prohibited or restricted by social custom




•
 
sex was a taboo subject.










2.
 
designated as sacred and prohibited




•
 
the burial ground was seen as a taboo place.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place under prohibition




•
 
traditional societies taboo female handling of food during this period.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Tongan 
tabu

 ‘set apart, forbidden’; introduced into English by Captain Cook.






tabor

 
/ˈtābər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small drum, especially one used simultaneously by the player of a simple pipe.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tabour

 ‘drum’; perhaps related to Persian 
tabīra

 ‘drum.’ Compare with tambour
 .





taboret

 
/ˌtabəˈret ˈtab(ə)rət /

 
tabouret





I.
 
noun




a low stool or small table.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, ‘stool,’ diminutive of 
tabour

 ‘drum’ (see tabor
 ).





Tabriz

 
/təˈbrēz/






a city in northwestern Iran; pop. 1,398,060 (2006). It lies at about 4,485 feet (1,367 m) above sea level at the center of a volcanic region and has been subject to frequent destructive earthquakes.









Tabriz rug






noun




a rug made in Tabriz, the older styles of which typically have a rich decorative medallion pattern.













tabu

 
/təˈbo͞o/






noun, adjective




variant form of taboo
 in archaic or anthropological use.













tabular

 
/ˈtabyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of data) consisting of or presented in columns or tables




•
 
a tabular presentation of running costs.










2.
 
broad and flat like the top of a table




•
 
a huge tabular iceberg.










3.
 
(of a crystal) relatively broad and thin, with two well-developed parallel faces.








II.
 
derivatives





tabularly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
tabularis

 , from 
tabula

 (see table
 ).





tabula rasa

 
/ˈtäbyo͝olə ˈräsə, ˈräzə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an absence of preconceived ideas or predetermined goals; a clean slate




•
 
the team did not have complete freedom and a tabula rasa from which to work.










2.
 
the human mind, especially at birth, viewed as having no innate ideas.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘scraped tablet,’ denoting a tablet with the writing erased.






tabulate

 
/ˈtabyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange (data) in tabular form


(as 
adj.

 
tabulated

 )


•
 
tabulated results.














II.
 
derivatives





tabulation

 
/ˌtabyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally Scots in the sense ‘enter on a roll’): in modern use from table
 + -ate
 3
 .






tabulator

 
/ˈtabyəlādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that arranges data in tabular form.




2.
 
another term for tab
 2
 .













tabun

 
/ˈtäbo͝on/





I.
 
noun




an organophosphorus nerve gas, developed in Germany during World War II.











– origin

 German, of unknown origin.





TAC






abbreviation




Tactical Air Command.













tacamahac

 
/ˈtak(ə)məˌhak/





I.
 
noun




another term for balsam poplar
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting the aromatic resin of 
Bursera simaruba

 : see elemi
 ): from obsolete Spanish 
tacamahaca

 , from Aztec 
tecomahiyac

 .





tacan

 
/ˈtakən/





I.
 
noun




an electronic ultrahigh-frequency navigational aid system for aircraft that measures bearing and distance from a ground beacon.











– origin

 1950s: from 
tac(tical) a(ir) n(avigation)

 .





tacet

 
/ˈtāsit, ˈtas-, ˈtäket/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 (as a direction) indicating that a voice or instrument is silent.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘is silent,’ from 
tacere

 ‘be silent.’





tach

 
/tak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 short for tachometer
 .













tachism

 
/ˈtaˌSHizəm /

 
tachisme





I.
 
noun




a style of painting adopted by some French artists from the 1940s, involving the use of dabs or splotches of color, similar in aims to abstract expressionism.











– origin

 1950s: from French 
tachisme

 , from 
tache

 ‘a stain.’





tachistoscope

 
/təˈkistəˌskōp/





I.
 
noun




an instrument used for exposing objects to the eye for a very brief measured period of time.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tachistoscopic

 
/-ˌkistəˈskäpik /






adjective













2.
 
tachistoscopically

 
/-ˈskäpik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
takhistos

 ‘swiftest’ + -scope
 .





tacho-





I.
 
combining form




relating to speed




•
 
tachograph.

















– origin

 from Greek 
takhos

 ‘speed.’





tachograph

 
/ˈtakəˌɡraf/






noun




a tachometer providing a record of engine speed over a period, especially in a commercial road vehicle.














tachometer

 
/taˈkämədər təˈkämədər/






noun




an instrument that measures the working speed of an engine (especially in a road vehicle), typically in revolutions per minute.














tachy-





I.
 
combining form




rapid




•
 
tachycardia.

















– origin

 from Greek 
takhus

 ‘swift.’





tachycardia

 
/ˌtakəˈkärdēə/





I.
 
noun




an abnormally rapid heart rate.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tachy-
 ‘swift’ + Greek 
kardia

 ‘heart.’





tachygraphy

 
/taˈkiɡrəfē təˈkiɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




stenography or shorthand, especially that of ancient or medieval scribes.








II.
 
derivatives





tachygraphic

 
/ˌtakiˈɡrafik /






adjective





















tachykinin

 
/ˌtakəˈkīnin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of substances formed in bodily tissue in response to injury and having a rapid stimulant effect on smooth muscle.













tachymeter

 
/taˈkimədər təˈkimədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a theodolite for the rapid measurement of distances in surveying.




2.
 
a facility on a watch for measuring speed.








II.
 
derivatives





tachymetric

 
/ˌtakəˈmetrik /






adjective





















tachyon

 
/ˈtakēˌän/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a hypothetical particle that travels faster than light.











– origin

 1960s: from tachy-
 ‘swift’ + -on
 .





tachyphylaxis

 
/ˌtakəfiˈlaksəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 rapidly diminishing response to successive doses of a drug, rendering it less effective. The effect is common with drugs acting on the nervous system.













tachypnea

 
/ˌtakə(p)ˈnēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 tachypnoea





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 abnormally rapid breathing.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tachy-
 ‘swift’ + Greek 
pnoē

 ‘breathing.’






tacit

 
/ˈtasət/





I.
 
adjective




understood or implied without being stated




•
 
your silence may be taken to mean tacit agreement.














II.
 
derivatives





tacitly

 
/ˈtasətlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘wordless, noiseless’): from Latin 
tacitus

 , past participle of 
tacere

 ‘be silent.’





taciturn

 
/ˈtasəˌtərn/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) reserved or uncommunicative in speech; saying little.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
taciturnity

 
/ˌtasəˈtərnədē /






noun













2.
 
taciturnly

 
/ˈtasəˌtərnlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
taciturnus

 , from 
tacitus

 (see tacit
 ).





Tacitus

 
/ˈtasədəs/






(
c.

 56–120), Roman historian; full name 
Publius

 (or 
Gaius

 ) 
Cornelius Tacitus

 . His 
Annals

 (covering the years 14–68) and 
Histories

 (69–96) are major works on the history of the Roman Empire.









tack1


 
/tak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, sharp, broad-headed nail.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a thumbtack.




3.
 
a long stitch used to fasten fabrics together temporarily, prior to permanent sewing.




4.
 
a method of dealing with a situation or problem; a course of action or policy




•
 
as she could not stop him from going she tried another tack and insisted on going with him.










5.
 


[Sailing]

 an act of changing course by turning a vessel's head into and through the wind, so as to bring the wind on the opposite side.




6.
 
a boat's course relative to the direction of the wind




•
 
the brig bowled past 
on the

 opposite 
tack

 .










7.
 
a distance sailed between changes of course.




8.
 


[Sailing]

 a rope for securing the weather clew of a course.




9.
 
the weather clew of a course, or the lower forward corner of a fore-and-aft sail.




10.
 
the quality of being sticky




•
 
cooking the sugar to caramel gives tack to the texture.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten or fix in place with tacks




•
 
he used the tool to 
tack down

 sheets of fiberboard.










2.
 
fasten (pieces of cloth) together temporarily with long stitches.




3.
 
(
tack something on

 )
 — add or append something to something already existing




•
 
long-term savings plans with some life insurance tacked on.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 change course by turning a boat's head into and through the wind.

[from the practice of shifting ropes (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun) to change direction.]




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — alter the course of (a sailboat).




6.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — make a series of changes of course while sailing




•
 
she spent the entire night tacking back and forth.














III.
 
phrases





on the port (or starboard) tack








[Sailing]

 with the wind coming from the port (or starboard) side of the boat.












IV.
 
derivatives





tacker






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘something that fastens one thing to another’): probably related to Old French 
tache

 ‘clasp, large nail.’





tack2


 
/tak/





I.
 
noun




equipment used in horseback riding, including the saddle and bridle.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally dialect in the general sense ‘apparatus, equipment’): shortening of tackle
 . The noun sense dates from the 1920s.





tack coat






noun




(in roadmaking) a thin coating of tar or asphalt applied before a road is paved to form an adhesive bond.














tackle

 
/ˈtak(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the equipment required for a task or sport




•
 
fishing tackle.










2.
 
a mechanism consisting of ropes, pulley blocks, hooks, or other things for lifting heavy objects.




3.
 
the running rigging and gear used to work a boat's sails.




4.
 


[Football]

 
[Rugby]

 an act of seizing and stopping a player in possession of the ball by knocking them to the ground.




5.
 
(in soccer and other games) an act of taking the ball, or attempting to take the ball, from an opponent.




6.
 


[Football]

 a player who lines up inside the end along the line of scrimmage.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make determined efforts to deal with (a problem or difficult task)




•
 
police have launched an initiative to tackle rising crime.










2.
 


[Football]

 
[Rugby]

 stop the forward progress of (the ball carrier) by seizing them and knocking them to the ground.




3.
 


[chiefly Soccer]

 try to take the ball from (an opponent) by intercepting them.








III.
 
derivatives





tackler

 
/ˈtak(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting equipment for a specific task): probably from Middle Low German 
takel

 , from 
taken

 ‘lay hold of.’ Early senses of the verb (late Middle English) described the provision and handling of a ship's equipment.





tackle block

 
/ˈtakəl bläk/






noun




a pulley over which a rope runs.













tackle fall






noun




a rope for applying force to the blocks of a tackle.

See tackle
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).













tack room

 
/ˈtak ˌro͞om ˈtak ˌro͝om/






noun




a room in a stable building where saddles, bridles, and other equipment are kept.













tacky1


 
/ˈtakē/





I.
 
adjective




(of glue, paint, or other substances) retaining a slightly sticky feel; not fully dry




•
 
the paint was still tacky.














II.
 
derivatives





tackiness

 
/ˈtakēnəs /






noun






















tacky2


 
/ˈtakē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 showing poor taste and quality




•
 
even in her faintly tacky costumes, she won our hearts.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tackily

 
/ˈtakəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tackiness

 
/ˈtakēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin. Early use was as a noun denoting a horse of little value, later applied to a poor white in some southern states, hence ‘shabby, cheap, in bad taste’ (mid 19th cent).






taco

 
/ˈtäkō/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican dish consisting of a fried tortilla, typically folded, filled with various mixtures, such as seasoned meat, beans, lettuce, and tomatoes.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from Spanish, literally ‘plug, wad.’





taco chip






noun




a fried fragment of a taco, flavored with spices and eaten as a snack.













Tacoma

 
/təˈkōmə/






an industrial port city in west central Washington, on Puget Sound, south of Seattle; pop. 197,181 (est. 2008).









Taconic Mountains

 
/təˌkänik ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of the Appalachian system, along the eastern border of New York with three states: Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Vermont.









taconite

 
/ˈtakəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a low-grade iron ore consisting largely of chert, occurring in the US chiefly around Lake Superior.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the name of the 
Taconic

 Mountains (in southeastern New York State, western Massachusetts, and southwestern Vermont) + -ite
 1
 .





tacrine

 
/ˈtakrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used in Alzheimer's disease to inhibit the breakdown of acetylcholine by cholinesterase and thereby enhance neurological function.

[An acridine derivative; chem. formula: C13
 H15
 N2
 Cl.]











– origin

 1960s: from 
t(etra-)

 + 
acr(id)ine

 .





tact

 
/takt/





I.
 
noun




adroitness and sensitivity in dealing with others or with difficult issues




•
 
the inspector broke the news to me with tact and consideration.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the sense of touch): via French from Latin 
tactus

 ‘touch, sense of touch,’ from 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





Tactel

 
/ˈtaktel/






noun






‹trademark›

 a polyamide fabric or fiber with a soft, silky feel.













tactful

 
/ˈtak(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing tact




•
 
they need a tactful word of advice




•
 
they were too tactful to say anything.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tactfully

 
/ˈta(k)tfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tactfulness

 
/ˈtak(t)fəlnəs /






noun






















tactic

 
/ˈtaktik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or strategy carefully planned to achieve a specific end.




2.
 
[also treated as 
sing.

 ] (
tactics

 )
 — the art of disposing armed forces in order of battle and of organizing operations, especially during contact with an enemy.

Often contrasted with strategy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tactician

 
/takˈtiSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
tactica

 , from Greek 
taktikē (tekhnē

 ) ‘(art) of tactics,’ feminine of 
taktikos

 , from 
taktos

 ‘ordered, arranged,’ from the base of 
tassein

 ‘arrange.’






tactical

 
/ˈtaktək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or constituting actions carefully planned to gain a specific military end




•
 
as a tactical officer in the field he had no equal.










2.
 
(of bombing or weapons) done or for use in immediate support of military or naval operations.

Often contrasted with strategic
 .




3.
 
(of a person or their actions) showing adroit planning; aiming at an end beyond the immediate action




•
 
in a tactical retreat, she moved into a hotel with her daughters.














II.
 
derivatives





tactically

 
/ˈtaktək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to military or naval tactics’): from Greek 
taktikos

 (see tactic
 ) + -al
 .






tactile

 
/ˈtaktl ˈtakˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or connected with the sense of touch




•
 
vocal and visual signals become less important as tactile signals intensify.










2.
 
perceptible by touch or apparently so; tangible




•
 
she had a distinct, almost tactile memory.










3.
 
designed to be perceived by touch




•
 
tactile exhibitions help blind people enjoy the magic of sculpture.










4.
 
(of a person) given to touching others, especially as an unselfconscious expression of sympathy or affection.








II.
 
derivatives





tactility

 
/takˈtilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘perceptible by touch, tangible’): from Latin 
tactilis

 , from 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’





tactless

 
/ˈtak(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a lack of adroitness and sensitivity in dealing with others or with difficult issues




•
 
a tactless remark.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tactlessly

 
/ˈtak(t)ləslē /






adverb













2.
 
tactlessness

 
/ˈtak(t)ləsnəs /






noun





















tactual

 
/ˈtak(t)SH(əw)əl/






adjective




another term for tactile
 .













tactus

 
/ˈtäkto͝os/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a principal accent or rhythmic unit, especially in 15th- and 16th-century music.











– origin

 Latin.





tad

 
/tad /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adverb

 — (
a tad

 )


1.
 
to a small extent; somewhat




•
 
Mark looked a tad embarrassed.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a small amount of something




•
 
biscuits sweetened with 
a tad of

 honey.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (denoting a small child): origin uncertain, perhaps from tadpole
 . The current usage dates from the 1940s.





ta-da

 
/täˈdä /

 
ta-dah





I.
 
exclamation




an imitation of a fanfare, used typically to call attention to an impressive entrance or a dramatic announcement.











– origin

 1920s: imitative.






tadpole

 
/ˈtadˌpōl/





I.
 
noun




the tailed aquatic larva of an amphibian (frog, toad, newt, or salamander), breathing through gills and lacking legs until its later stages of development.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old English 
tāda

 ‘toad’ + poll
 (probably because the tadpole seems to consist of a large head and a tail in its early development stage).





tae-bo

 
/tīˈbō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an exercise system combining elements of aerobics and kick-boxing.











– origin

 1990s: from Korean 
t'ae

 ‘foot’ + 
bo

 , short for 
boxing

 .





taedium vitae

 
/ˈtēdēəm ˈvēˌtī, ˈvītē/





I.
 
noun




a state of extreme ennui; weariness of life.











– origin

 Latin.





Taegu

 
/ˌtaˈɡo͞o/






a city in southeastern South Korea; pop. 2,512,600 (est. 2008). Nearby is the Haeinsa temple, which was established in 
AD

 802 and contains 80,000 Buddhist printing blocks dating from the 13th century.









Taejon

 
/ˈtaˈjən, -ˈjôn/






a city in central South Korea; pop. 1,495,000 (est. 2008).









tae kwon do

 
/ˌtī ˌkwän ˈdō/





I.
 
noun




a modern Korean martial art similar to karate.











– origin

 Korean, literally ‘art of hand and foot fighting,’ from 
t'ae

 ‘kick’ + 
kwon

 ‘fist’ + 
do

 ‘art, method.’





tael

 
/tāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weight used in China and East Asia, of varying amount but fixed in China at 50 grams (1¾ oz.).




2.
 
a former Chinese monetary unit based on the value of a tael of standard silver.











– origin

 from Malay 
tahil

 ‘weight.’






taenia

 
/ˈtēnēə /

 
tenia





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a flat ribbonlike structure in the body.




2.
 
(
taeniae coli

 )
 — the smooth longitudinal muscles of the colon.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a fillet between a Doric architrave and frieze.




4.
 
(in ancient Greece) a band or ribbon worn around a person's head.




5.
 
a large tapeworm that parasitizes mammals.

[Genus 
Taenia

 , class 
Cestoda

 : several species, in particular 
T. saginata

 and 
T. soleum

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





taenioid

 
/-nēˌoid /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): via Latin from Greek 
tainia

 ‘band, ribbon.’





taenite

 
/ˈtēnīt/





I.
 
noun




a nickel-iron alloy occurring as lamellae and strips in meteorites.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from taenia
 + -ite
 1
 .





taffeta

 
/ˈtafədə/





I.
 
noun




a fine lustrous silk or similar synthetic fabric with a crisp texture.











– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a plain-weave silk): from Old French 
taffetas

 or medieval Latin 
taffata

 , based on Persian 
tāftan

 ‘to shine.’





taffrail

 
/ˈtafrəl ˈtaˌfrāl/





I.
 
noun




a rail and ornamentation around a ship's stern.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration (by association with rail
 1
 ) of obsolete 
tafferel

 ‘panel,’ used to denote the flat part of a ship's stern above the transom, from Dutch 
tafereel

 .






taffy

 
/ˈtafē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a candy similar to toffee, made from sugar or molasses, boiled with butter and pulled until glossy.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 insincere flattery.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: earlier form of toffee
 .





taffy pull






noun






‹dated›

 a social occasion on which young people meet to make taffy.














tafia

 
/ˈtafēə/





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 a drink similar to rum, distilled from molasses or waste from the production of brown sugar.











– origin

 via French from West Indian Creole, alteration of ratafia
 .





Taft, William Howard

 
/taft/






(1857–1930), 27th president of the US 1909–13. A Republican, he succeeded Theodore Roosevelt to the presidency. His administration is remembered for its use of dollar diplomacy, enforcement of antitrust laws, and enactment of tariff laws. He later served as chief justice of the US 1921–30.










tag1


 
/taɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a label attached to someone or something for the purpose of identification or to give other information.




2.
 
an electronic device that can be attached to someone or something for monitoring purposes, e.g., to deter shoplifters.




3.
 
a nickname or description popularly given to someone or something.




4.
 


(US)

 a license plate of a motor vehicle.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a nickname or other identifying mark written as the signature of a graffiti artist




•
 
scrawled felt-tip tags on city walls.










6.
 


[Computing]

 a character or set of characters appended to or enclosing a piece of text or data in order to identify or categorize it.




7.
 
a small piece or part that is attached to a main body.




8.
 
a ragged lock of wool on a sheep.




9.
 
the tip of an animal's tail when it is distinctively colored.




10.
 
a loose or spare end of something; a leftover.




11.
 
a metal or plastic point at the end of a shoelace that stiffens it, making it easier to insert through an eyelet.




12.
 
a frequently repeated quotation or stock phrase.




13.
 


[Theater]

 a closing speech addressed to the audience.




14.
 
a refrain or musical phrase in a song or piece of music.




15.
 


[Grammar]

 a short phrase or clause added to an already complete sentence, as in 
I like it, I do

 .

See also tag question
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attach a label to




•
 
the bears were tagged and released.










2.
 
attach an electronic tag to


(as 
noun

 
tagging

 )


•
 
laser tattooing is used in the tagging of cattle.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
complement

 ]
 — give a specified name or description to




•
 
he left because he didn't want to be tagged as a soap star.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a graffiti artist) write one's nickname or mark on (a surface)




•
 
storefronts are shuttered with metal roll-down barricades tagged with graffiti.










5.
 


[Computing]

 add a character or set of characters to (a piece of text or data) in order to identify or categorize it.




6.
 


[Biology]

 
[Chemistry]

 label (something) with a radioactive isotope, fluorescent dye, or other marker




•
 
pieces of DNA tagged with radioactive particles.










7.
 
add to something, especially as an afterthought or with no real connection




•
 
she meant to 
tag

 her question 
on

 at the end of her remarks.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — follow or accompany someone, especially without invitation




•
 
that'll teach you not to 
tag along

 where you're not wanted.










9.
 
shear away ragged locks of wool from (sheep).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a narrow hanging section of a decoratively slashed garment): of unknown origin. The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





tag2


 
/taɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a children's game in which one chases the rest, and anyone who is touched then becomes the pursuer.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 the action of tagging out a runner or tagging a base




•
 
he narrowly avoided a sweeping tag by the first baseman.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a form of wrestling involving tag teams.

See tag team
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
touch (someone being chased) in a game of tag.




2.
 
(
tag out

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 put out (a runner) by touching them with the ball or with the glove holding the ball




•
 
catching their fastest runner in a rundown and tagging him out.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a base runner, or a fielder with the ball) touch (a base) with the foot




•
 
the short center fielder could field the ball and tag second base for a force out.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
tag up

 )
 — 

[Baseball]

 (of a base runner) touch the base one has occupied after a fly ball is caught, before running to the next base




•
 
when the ball was hit, he went back to the bag to tag up.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: perhaps a variant of 
tig

 .





Tagalog

 
/təˈɡäləɡ təˈɡälôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people originally of central Luzon in the Philippine Islands.




2.
 
the Austronesian language of the Tagalog. Its vocabulary has been much influenced by Spanish and English, and it is the basis of a standardized national language of the Philippines (Filipino).








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tagalog or their language.











– origin

 the name in Tagalog, from 
tagá

 ‘native’ + 
ilog

 ‘river.’





Tagamet

 
/ˈtaɡəmət/





I.
 
noun




trademark for cimetidine
 .











– origin

 1970s: an arbitrary formation.





Taganrog

 
/ˌtəɡənˈrôk, ˈtaɡənˌräɡ, -ˌrôɡ/






an industrial port in southwestern Russia on the Gulf of Taganrog, which is an inlet of the Sea of Azov; pop. 260,700 (est. 2008). It was founded in 1698 by Peter the Great as a fortress and naval base.










tagboard

 
/ˈtaɡbôrd/






noun




a kind of sturdy cardboard used especially for making luggage labels and posters.

Also called oaktag
 .













tag cloud






noun




a visual depiction of user-generated tags attached to online content, typically using color and font size to represent the prominence or frequency of the tags depicted.













tag day

 
/taɡ dā/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a day on which money is collected for a charity in the street and donors are given tags to show that they have contributed.













tag end

 
/ˈtaɡ ˌend/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the last remaining part of something




•
 
the tag end of the season.



















tagger

 
/ˈtaɡər/






noun



1.
 
a person who writes graffiti using their nickname or identifying mark.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of software that adds identifying or classifying tags to pieces of text or data.













tagine

 
/təˈZHēn təˈZHīn təˈjēn/





I.
 
noun




a North African stew of spiced meat and vegetables prepared by slow cooking in a shallow earthenware cooking dish with a tall, conical lid.











– origin

 from Moroccan Arabic: 
ṭažin

 from Arabic 
ṭājin

 'frying pan.'.





tagliatelle

 
/ˌtälyəˈtelē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in long ribbons.











– origin

 Italian, from 
tagliare

 ‘to cut.’





tag line

 
/ˈtaɡ ˌlīn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a catchphrase or slogan, especially as used in advertising, or the punchline of a joke.













Tagore, Rabindranath

 
/təˈɡôr/






(1861–1941), Indian writer and philosopher. His poetry pioneered the use of colloquial Bengali. Nobel Prize for Literature (1913).










tag question






noun






[Grammar]

 a question converted from a statement by an appended interrogative formula, e.g., 
it's nice out, isn't it?















tag sale






noun






(US)

 a rummage sale or garage sale.














tag team






noun



1.
 
a pair of wrestlers who fight as a team, taking the ring alternately. One team member cannot enter the ring until touched or tagged by the one leaving.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pair of people working together.














tagua nut

 
/ˈtäɡwə ˌnət/





I.
 
noun




another term for ivory nut
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
tagua

 , via Spanish from Quechua 
tawa

 .






Tagus

 
/ˈtāɡəs/






a river in southwestern Europe, the longest river on the Iberian peninsula. It rises in the mountains of eastern Spain and flows over 625 miles (1,000 km) west into Portugal, where it turns southwest and empties into the Atlantic Ocean near Lisbon.

Spanish name Tajo
 , Portuguese name Tejo
 .









tag wrestling






noun




a form of wrestling involving tag teams.













tahini

 
/təˌhēnē /

 
tahina





I.
 
noun




a Middle Eastern paste or sauce made from ground sesame seeds.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
takhini

 , based on Arabic 
ṭaḥana

 ‘to crush.’





Tahiti

 
/təˈhēdē/






an island in the central South Pacific Ocean, one of the Society Islands that forms part of French Polynesia; pop. 178,173 (2007); capital, Papeete. One of the largest islands in the South Pacific, it was declared a French colony in 1880.









Tahitian

 
/təˈhēSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Tahiti, or a person of Tahitian descent.




2.
 
the Polynesian language of Tahiti.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Tahiti, its people, or their language.













Tahoe, Lake

 
/ˈtähō/






a mountain lake on the border of north central California with Nevada.










tahr

 
/tär/





I.
 
noun




a goatlike mammal inhabiting cliffs and mountain slopes in Oman, southern India, and the Himalayas.

Compare with thar
 . [Genus 
Hemitragus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : three species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Urdu.





tai

 
/tī/





I.
 
noun




a deep red-brown Pacific sea bream, eaten as a delicacy in Japan.

[
Pagrus major

 , family 
Sparidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Japanese.





Tai

 
/tī/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a family of tonal Southeast Asian languages, including Thai and Lao, of uncertain affinity to other language groups, but sometimes linked with the Sino-Tibetan family.













Tai'an

 
/tīˈän/






a city in northeastern China, in Shandong province; pop. 698,200 (est. 2006).









t'ai chi ch'uan

 
/ˌtī ˌCHē ˈCHwän /

 
t'ai chi





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Chinese martial art and system of calisthenics, consisting of sequences of very slow controlled movements.




2.
 
(in Chinese philosophy) the ultimate source and limit of reality, from which spring yin and yang and all of creation.











– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘great ultimate boxing,’ from 
tái

 ‘extreme’ + 
ji

 ‘limit’ + 
quán

 ‘fist, boxing.’





Taichung

 
/ˌtīˈCHo͝oNG/






a city in west central Taiwan; pop. 1,055,900 (est. 2007).









Ta'if

 
/ˌtäˈif/






a city in western Saudi Arabia, southeast of Mecca, in the Asir Mountains; pop. 521,300 (est. 2004). It is the unofficial seat of government of Saudi Arabia during the summer.









taiga

 
/ˈtīɡə/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
the taiga

 )


1.
 
the sometimes swampy coniferous forest of high northern latitudes, especially that between the tundra and steppes of Siberia and North America.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Russian 
taĭga

 , from Mongolian.





taiko

 
/ˈtīkō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese barrel-shaped drum.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: Japanese.





taikonaut

 
/ˈtīkəˌnôt/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese astronaut.











– origin

 1990s: blend of Chinese 
taikong

 , ‘outer space’ + 
astronaut

 .






tail1


 
/tāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hindmost part of an animal, especially when prolonged beyond the rest of the body, such as the flexible extension of the backbone in a vertebrate, the feathers at the hind end of a bird, or a terminal appendage in an insect.




2.
 
a thing resembling an animal's tail in its shape or position, typically something extending downward or outward at the end of something




•
 
the trailed tail of a capital 
Q






•
 
the cars were head to tail.










3.
 
the rear part of an airplane, with the horizontal stabilizer and rudder.




4.
 
the lower or hanging part of a garment, especially the back of a shirt or coat.




5.
 
(
tails

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a tailcoat; a man's formal evening suit with such a coat




•
 
the men looked debonair in white tie and tails.










6.
 
the luminous trail of particles following a comet.




7.
 
the lower end of a pool or stream.




8.
 
the exposed end of a slate or tile in a roof.




9.
 
the end of a long train or line of people or vehicles




•
 
an armored truck at the tail of the convoy.










10.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the final, more distant, or weaker part of something




•
 
the forecast says we're in for the tail of a hurricane.










11.
 


‹informal›

 a person secretly following another to observe their movements.




12.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person's buttocks




•
 
fireworks followed when the coach kicked Ryan in his tail.










13.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.




14.
 


‹informal›

 women collectively regarded as a means of sexual gratification




•
 
my wife thinks going out with you guys will keep me from chasing tail.










15.
 
(
tails

 )
 — the reverse side of a coin (used when tossing a coin).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 follow and observe (someone) closely, especially in secret




•
 
a flock of paparazzi had tailed them all over Paris.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — follow




•
 
they went to their favorite cafe—Bill and Sally tailed along.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of an object in flight) drift or curve in a particular direction




•
 
the next pitch tailed in on me at the last second.










4.
 


‹rare›

 provide with a tail




•
 
her calligraphy was topped by banners of black ink and tailed like the haunches of fabulous beasts.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 join (one thing) to another




•
 
each new row of houses tailed on its drains to those of its neighbors.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
chase one's (own) tail








‹informal›

 rush around ineffectually.









2.
 
on someone's tail






following someone closely




•
 
a police car stayed on his tail for half a mile.















3.
 
a piece of tail






see piece
 .









4.
 
the tail wags the dog






the less important or subsidiary factor, person, or thing dominates a situation; the usual roles are reversed




•
 
the financing system is becoming the tail that wags the dog.















5.
 
with one's tail between one's legs








‹informal›

 in a state of dejection or humiliation.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
tail something in (or into)






insert the end of a beam, stone, or brick into (a wall).









2.
 
tail off (or away)






gradually diminish in amount, strength, or intensity




•
 
the economic boom was beginning to tail off.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tailed

 
/tāld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a white-tailed deer



















2.
 
tailless

 
/ˈtālləs /






adjective













3.
 
taillessness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tæg(e)l

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘hair, hairy tail’; related to Middle Low German 
tagel

 ‘twisted whip, rope's end.’ The early sense of the verb (early 16th cent.) was ‘fasten to the back of something.’






tail2


 
/tāl/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 limitation of ownership, especially of an estate or title limited to a person and their heirs




•
 
the land was held 
in tail

 general.







See also fee tail
 .











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a tallage): from Old French 
taille

 ‘notch, tax,’ from 
taillier

 ‘to cut,’ based on Latin 
talea

 ‘twig, cutting.’





tailback

 
/ˈtālbak/






noun






[Football]

 (in some offensive formations) the back who is positioned farthest from the line of scrimmage.













tailboard

 
/ˈtālbôrd/






noun




chiefly British term for tailgate
 .













tailbone

 
/ˈtālbōn/






noun




less technical term for coccyx
 .














tailcoat

 
/ˈtālˌkōt/






noun




a man's formal morning or evening coat, with a long skirt divided at the back into tails and cut away in front.













tail covert






noun




(in a bird's tail) each of the smaller feathers covering the bases of the main feathers.













taildragger

 
/ˈtālˌdraɡər/






noun




an airplane that lands and taxis on a tail wheel or tail skid, its nose off the ground.













tail end

 
/ˈˌtāl ˈend/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the last or hindmost part of something




•
 
the tail end of the 19th century




•
 
the tail end of a herd of cattle.




















tail fin

 
/ˈtāl ˌfin/






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a fin at the posterior extremity of a fish's body, typically continuous with the tail.

Also called caudal fin
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Aeronautics]

 a projecting vertical surface on the tail of an aircraft, providing stability and typically housing the rudder.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 an upswept projection on each rear corner of an automobile, popular in the 1950s.













tail gas






noun




gas produced in a refinery and not required for further processing.














tailgate

 
/ˈtālˌɡāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hinged flap at the back of a truck that can be lowered or removed when loading or unloading the vehicle.




2.
 
the door at the back of a station wagon.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a social gathering at which an informal meal is served from the back of a parked vehicle, typically in the parking lot of a sports stadium




•
 
who would have thought it would get him like this, returning after all these years for a tailgate before a football game?




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
they turned the parking lot into a huge tailgate party.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a style of jazz trombone playing characterized by improvisation in the manner of the early New Orleans musicians.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drive too closely behind another vehicle




•
 
he started tailgating the car in front




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
drivers who will tailgate at 90 mph.










2.
 


‹informal›

 gain unauthorized entry to a secured area by closely following someone with authority to enter




•
 
a Toyota pickup tailgated the delivery vehicle into the prison.




•
 
three boys tailgated a group of tourists into the theater.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 host or attend a social gathering at which an informal meal is served from the back of a parked vehicle, typically in the parking lot of a sports stadium.




•
 
Lot 16E is reserved for alumni who wish to tailgate before the game.














III.
 
derivatives





tailgater






noun





















tailing

 
/ˈtāliNG/






noun



1.
 
(
tailings

 )
 — the residue of something, especially ore.




2.
 
the part of a beam or projecting brick or stone embedded in a wall.













taille

 
/tāl, ˈtäyə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in France before 1789) a tax levied on the common people by the king or an overlord.

[compare with tail
 2
 .]




2.
 
the juice produced from a second pressing of the grapes during winemaking, generally considered inferior because it contains less sugar and more tannin and has lower acidity than the first pressing.




3.
 
low-quality wine made from taille.











– origin

 French.





Tailleferre, Germaine

 
/ˌtīəˈfer/






(1892–1983), French composer and pianist. A member of Les Six, she composed concertos for unusual combinations of instruments.









tailleur

 
/täˈyər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹formal›

 a woman's tailor-made suit.











– origin

 French.





taillight

 
/ˈtā(l)līt /

 
taillamp






noun




a red light at the rear of a motor vehicle, train, or bicycle.













tailor

 
/ˈtālər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person whose occupation is making fitted clothes such as suits, pants, and jackets to fit individual customers.




2.
 
(also 
tailorfish

 )
 — another term for bluefish
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tailored

 )


1.
 
(of a tailor) make (clothes) to fit individual customers




•
 
he was wearing a sports coat that had obviously been tailored in New York.










2.
 
make or adapt for a particular purpose or person




•
 
arrangements can be 
tailored to

 meet individual requirements.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
taillour

 , literally ‘cutter,’ based on late Latin 
taliare

 ‘to cut.’ The verb dates from the mid 17th cent.





tailorable

 
/ˈtālərəbəl/






adjective




able to be adapted for a particular purpose or person




•
 
a highly tailorable interface




•
 
these packages are 
tailorable to

 the needs of individual companies.



















tailorbird

 
/ˈtālərˌbərd/






noun




a small southern Asian warbler that makes a row of holes in one or two large leaves and stitches them together with cottony fibers or silk to form a container for the nest.

[Genus 
Orthotomus

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : several species.]













tailored

 
/ˈtālərd/






adjective




(of clothes) smart, fitted, and well cut




•
 
a tailored charcoal-gray suit.



















tailoring

 
/ˈtāləriNG/






noun



1.
 
the activity or trade of a tailor.




2.
 
the style or cut of a garment or garments.













tailor-made

 
/ˈˌtālər ˈmād/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of clothes) made by a tailor for a particular customer




•
 
tailor-made suits.










2.
 
made, adapted, or suited for a particular purpose or person




•
 
he was 
tailor-made for

 the job.














II.
 
noun




a garment that has been specially made for a particular customer




•
 
a lady in a red tailor-made.



















tailor's chalk






noun




hard chalk or soapstone used in tailoring and dressmaking for marking fabric.













tailpiece

 
/ˈtālˌpēs/






noun



1.
 
a final or end part of something, in particular




2.
 
a part added to the end of a story or piece of writing.




3.
 
a small decorative design at the foot of a page or the end of a chapter or book.




4.
 
the piece at the base of a violin or other stringed instrument to which the strings are attached.













tailpipe

 
/ˈtālˌpīp/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the rear section of the exhaust system of a motor vehicle.













tailplane

 
/ˈtālˌplān/






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for horizontal stabilizer
 .













tailrace

 
/ˈtālrās/






noun




a water channel below a dam or water mill.













tail rotor

 
/tāl ˈrōdər/






noun






[Aeronautics]

 an auxiliary rotor at the tail of a helicopter designed to counterbalance the torque of the main rotor.













tail skid

 
/tāl skid/






noun




a support for the tail of an aircraft when on the ground.













tail slide






noun




a backward movement of an aircraft from a vertical stalled position.













tailspin

 
/ˈtālˌspin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an aircraft's diving descent combined with rotation.




2.
 
a state or situation characterized by chaos, panic, or loss of control




•
 
the rise in interest rates sent the stock market into a tailspin.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become out of control




•
 
an economy tailspinning into chaos.

















– origin

 World War I: from tail
 1
 + spin
 .






tailstock

 
/ˈtālstäk/






noun




the adjustable part of a lathe holding the fixed spindle.













tailwater

 
/ˈtālˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






noun




the water in a tailrace.













tailwheel

 
/ˈtālˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a wheel supporting the tail of an aircraft, designed to ease handling while on the ground.













tailwind

 
/ˈtālˌwind/






noun




a wind blowing in the direction of travel of a vehicle or aircraft; a wind blowing from behind.













taimen

 
/ˈtīmen/





I.
 
noun




a food fish that is closely related to the huchen, widespread in Siberia and eastern Asia.

[
Hucho taimen

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 1970s: from Russian.





Taimyr Peninsula

 
/tīˌmir pəˈninsələ /

 
Taymyr






a vast, almost uninhabited peninsula on the northern coast of central Russia that extends into the Arctic Ocean and separates the Kara Sea from the Laptev Sea. Its northern tip is the northernmost point in Asia.









Tainan

 
/ˌtīˈnän/






a city on the southwestern coast of Taiwan; pop. 764,700 (est. 2007). Its original name was Taiwan, the name later given to the whole island.









Taino

 
/ˈtīnō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an extinct Arawak people formerly inhabiting the Greater Antilles and the Bahamas.




2.
 
the extinct Arawakan language of this people.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Taino or their language.











– origin

 from Taino 
taino

 ‘noble, lord.’






taint

 
/tānt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trace of a bad or undesirable quality or substance




•
 
the taint of corruption that adhered to the regime.










2.
 
a thing whose influence or effect is perceived as contaminating or undesirable




•
 
the taint that threatens to stain most of the company's other partners.










3.
 
an unpleasant smell




•
 
the lingering taint of creosote.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
contaminate or pollute (something)




•
 
the air was tainted by fumes from the cars.










2.
 
affect with a bad or undesirable quality




•
 
his administration was tainted by scandal.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 (of food or water) become contaminated or polluted.








III.
 
derivatives





taintless

 
/ˈtān(t)ləs /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘convict, prove guilty’): partly from Old French 
teint

 ‘tinged,’ based on Latin 
tingere

 ‘to dye, tinge’; partly a shortening of attaint
 .





taipan1


 
/ˈtīˌpan/





I.
 
noun




a foreigner who is head of a business in China.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
daaihbāan

 .





taipan2


 
/ˈtīˌpan/





I.
 
noun




a large, brown, highly venomous Australian snake.

[Genus 
Oxyuranus

 , family 
Elapidae

 : two species, in particular 
O. scutellatus

 .]











– origin

 1930s: from Wik Munkan (an extinct Aboriginal language of northern Queensland) 
dhayban

 .





Taipei

 
/ˌtīˈpā/






the capital of Taiwan, in the northern part of the country; pop. 2,629,300 (est. 2007).










Taiwan

 
/ˌtīˈwän/






I.

1.
 
an island country off the southeastern coast of China; pop. 22,974,300 (est. 2009); capital, Taipei; language, Mandarin Chinese (official).





In 1949, toward the end of the war with the communist regime of mainland China, Chiang Kai-shek withdrew here with 500,000 nationalist Kuomintang troops. Taiwan became the headquarters of the Kuomintang, which held power continuously until defeated in presidential elections in 2000. Since the 1950s Taiwan has undergone steady economic growth, esp. in its export industries.




II.
 
derivatives





Taiwanese

 
/ˌtīˌwäˈnēz /






adjective, noun





















Taiyuan

 
/ˌtīyo͞oˈän/






a city in northern China, capital of Shanxi province; pop. 2,162,000 (est. 2006).










Tai Yue Shan

 
/ˈtī yo͞oˈā ˈSHän/






Chinese name for Lantau
 .









Ta'iz

 
/täˈēz/






a city in southwestern Yemen; pop. 467,000 (est. 2004). It was the administrative capital of Yemen 1948–62.









taj

 
/täZH, täj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall conical cap worn by a dervish.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a crown worn by an Indian prince of high rank.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Persian 
tāj

 ‘crown.’





Tajik

 
/täˈjik /

 
Tadjik
 , Tadzhik





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a mainly Muslim people inhabiting Tajikistan and parts of neighboring countries.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of the republic of Tajikistan.




3.
 
(also 
Tajiki

 )
 — the Iranian language of the Tajiks.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Tajikistan, the Tajiks, or their language.











– origin

 from Persian 
tājik

 ‘a Persian, someone who is neither an Arab nor a Turk.’





Tajikistan

 
/təˈjēkəˌstan təˈjēkəˌstän /

 
Tadzhikistan





I.
 
a mountainous republic in central Asia, north of Afghanistan; pop. 7,349,100 (est. 2009); capital, Dushanbe; languages, Tajik (official) and Russian.





The region was conquered by the Mongols in the 13th century and absorbed into the Russian empire during the 1880s and 1890s. From 1929, Tajikistan formed a constituent republic of the former Soviet Union; it became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991.





Taj Mahal

 
/ˌtäj məˈhäl/





I.
 
a mausoleum at Agra, India, built by the Mogul emperor 
Shah Jahan

 (1592–1666) in memory of his favorite wife, completed 
c.

 1649. Set in formal gardens, the domed building in white marble is reflected in a pool flanked by cypresses.







– origin

 perhaps a corruption of Persian 
Mumtaz Mahal

 , from 
mumtāz

 ‘chosen one’ (the title of the wife of Shah Jahan) and 
mahal

 ‘abode.’






Tajo

 
/ˈtähō/






Spanish name for Tagus
 .









tajweed

 
/täjˈwēd /

 
tajwid





I.
 
noun






[Islam]

 the set of rules governing the way in which the words of the Koran should be pronounced during its recitation.











– origin

 Arabic, ‘improvement.’





taka

 
/ˈtäkə/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Bangladesh, equal to 100 poisha.











– origin

 from Bengali 
ṭākā

 .






takahe

 
/təˈkī/





I.
 
noun




a large, rare, flightless rail with bluish-black and olive-green plumage and a large red bill, found in mountain grassland in New Zealand.

[
Porphyrio mantelli

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.






take

 
/tāk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lay hold of (something) with one's hands; reach for and hold




•
 
he leaned forward to take her hand.










2.
 
remove (someone or something) from a particular place




•
 
he took an envelope from his inside pocket




•
 
the police took him away.










3.
 
consume as food, drink, medicine, or drugs




•
 
take an aspirin and lie down.










4.
 
capture or gain possession of by force or military means




•
 
twenty of their ships were sunk or taken




•
 
the French took Ghent.










5.
 
(in bridge, hearts, and similar card games) win (a trick).




6.
 


[Chess]

 capture (an opposing piece or pawn).




7.
 
dispossess someone of (something); steal or illicitly remove




•
 
someone must have sneaked in here and taken it.










8.
 
cheat (someone) of something




•
 
can I get taken by buying mutual funds?










9.
 
subtract




•
 


take

 two 
from

 ten




•
 
add the numbers together and 
take away

 five.










10.
 
occupy (a place or position)




•
 
we found that all the seats were taken.










11.
 
buy or rent (a house).




12.
 
agree to buy (an item)




•
 
I'll take the one on the end.










13.
 
gain or acquire (possession or ownership of something)




•
 
he took possession of a unique Picasso ceramic piece.










14.
 
(
be taken

 )
 — 

‹humorous›

 (of a person) already be married or in an emotional relationship.




15.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — use or have ready to use




•
 
take half the marzipan and roll out.










16.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — use as an instance or example in support of an argument




•
 
let's take Napoleon, for instance.










17.
 
regularly buy or subscribe to (a particular newspaper or periodical).




18.
 
ascertain by measurement or observation




•
 
the nurse takes my blood pressure.










19.
 
write down




•
 
he was taking notes.










20.
 
make (a photograph) with a camera.




21.
 
(especially of illness) suddenly strike or afflict (someone)




•
 
he was taken with a seizure of some kind.










22.
 
have sexual intercourse with.




23.
 
carry or bring with one; convey




•
 
he took along a portfolio of his drawings




•
 
the drive takes you through some wonderful scenery




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I took him a letter.










24.
 
accompany or guide (someone) to a specified place




•
 
I'll take you to your room.










25.
 
bring into a specified state




•
 
the invasion took Europe to the brink of war.










26.
 
use as a route or a means of transportation




•
 
take 95 north to Baltimore




•
 
we took the night train to Scotland.










27.
 
accept or receive (someone or something)




•
 
she was advised to take any job offered




•
 
they don't take children.










28.
 
understand or accept as valid




•
 
I take your point.










29.
 
acquire or assume (a position, state, or form)




•
 
teaching methods will take various forms




•
 
he took office in September.










30.
 
achieve or attain (a victory or result)




•
 
John Martin took the men's title.










31.
 
act on (an opportunity)




•
 
he took his chance to get out while the house was quiet.










32.
 
experience or be affected by




•
 
the lad took a savage beating.










33.
 
tolerate, stand




•
 
I can't take the humidity.










34.
 
react to or regard (news or an event) in a specified way




•
 
she took the news well




•
 
everything you say, he takes it the wrong way.










35.
 
deal with (a physical obstacle or course) in a specified way




•
 
he takes the corners with no concern for his own safety.










36.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a batter) allow (a pitch) to go by without attempting to hit the ball.




37.
 
regard or view in a specified way




•
 
he somehow 
took

 it 
as

 a personal insult




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
I fell over what I took to be a heavy branch.










38.
 
(
be taken by/with

 )
 — be attracted or charmed by




•
 
Billie was very taken with him.










39.
 
submit to, tolerate, or endure




•
 
they refused to take it any more




•
 
some people found her hard to take.










40.
 
[with 
clause

 ] (
take it

 )
 — assume




•
 
I take it that someone is coming to meet you.










41.
 
make, undertake, or perform (an action or task)




•
 
Lucy took a deep breath




•
 
he took the oath of office.










42.
 
be taught or examined in (a subject)




•
 
some degrees require a student to take a secondary subject.










43.
 


(Brit.)

 obtain (an academic degree) after fulfilling the required conditions




•
 
she took a degree in English.










44.
 
require or use up (a specified amount of time)




•
 
the jury took an hour and a half to find McPherson guilty




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
it takes me about a quarter of an hour to walk to work.










45.
 
(of a task or situation) need or call for (a particular person or thing)




•
 
it will take an electronics expert to dismantle it.










46.
 
hold; accommodate




•
 
an exclusive island hideaway that takes just twenty guests.










47.
 
wear or require (a particular size of garment or type of complementary article)




•
 
he takes size 5 boots.










48.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant or seed) take root or begin to grow; germinate




•
 
the fuchsia cuttings had taken and were looking good.










49.
 
(of an added substance) become successfully established.




50.
 


[Grammar]

 have or require as part of the appropriate construction




•
 
verbs that take both the infinitive and the finite clause as their object.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a scene or sequence of sound or vision photographed or recorded continuously at one time




•
 
he completed a particularly difficult scene in two takes.










2.
 
a particular version of or approach to something




•
 
his own whimsical 
take on

 life.










3.
 
an amount of something gained or acquired from one source or in one session




•
 
the take from commodity taxation.










4.
 


(chiefly US)

 the money received at a theater, arena, etc., for seats.




5.
 


[Printing]

 an amount of copy set up at one time or by one compositor.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on the take








‹informal›

 take bribes.









2.
 
be taken ill






become ill suddenly.









3.
 
have what it takes








‹informal›

 have the necessary qualities for success.









4.
 
take a chair






sit down.









5.
 
take advantage of






(
take advice

 , etc.)
 — see advantage
 , advice
 , etc.









6.
 
take something as read








(Brit.)

 accept something without considering or discussing it; assume something.









7.
 
take the cake








‹informal›

 (of a person or incident) be the most remarkable or foolish of their kind.









8.
 
take five (or ten)








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 take a five (or ten) minute break before resuming work or another activity.









9.
 
take a lot of (or some) ——






be difficult to do or effect in the specified way




•
 
he might take some convincing.















10.
 
take someone in hand






undertake to control or reform someone.









11.
 
take something in hand






start doing or dealing with a task.









12.
 
take the heat








‹informal›

 accept blame or withstand disapproval




•
 
“Don't worry about it,” Mulder said, “we'll take the heat. You can tell him we pulled rank.”















13.
 
take something ill








‹archaic›

 resent something done or said




•
 
I did not mean for you to take my comments ill.















14.
 
take it from me






I can assure you




•
 
take it from me, kid—I've been there.















15.
 
take it on one (or oneself) to do something






decide to do something without asking for permission or advice.









16.
 
take it or leave it






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — said to express that the offer one has made is not negotiable and that one is indifferent to another's reaction to it




•
 
that's the deal—take it or leave it.















17.
 
take it out of






exhaust the strength of (someone)




•
 
parties and tours can take it out of you, especially if you are over 65.















18.
 
take sick (or ill)








‹informal›

 become ill, especially suddenly.









19.
 
take the stand






testify at a trial.









20.
 
take someone out of themselves






make a person forget their worries.









21.
 
take that!






exclaimed when hitting someone or taking decisive action against them.









22.
 
take one's time






not hurry.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
take after






resemble (a parent or ancestor)




•
 
the rest of us take after our mother.















2.
 
take something apart





a.
 
dismantle something.




b.
 
(
take someone/something apart

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 attack, criticize, or defeat someone or something in a vigorous or forceful way.









3.
 
take something away








(Brit.)

 another way of saying take something out
 .









4.
 
take away from






detract from




•
 
that shouldn't take away from the achievement of the French.















5.
 
take someone back






strongly remind someone of a past time




•
 
if “Disco Inferno” doesn't take you back, the bell-bottom pants will.















6.
 
take something back





a.
 
retract a statement




•
 
I take back nothing of what I said.










b.
 
return unsatisfactory goods to a store.




c.
 
(of a store) accept returned goods.




d.
 


[Printing]

 transfer text to the previous line.









7.
 
take something down





a.
 
write down spoken words




•
 
I took down the address.










b.
 
dismantle and remove a structure




•
 
the old Norman church was taken down in 1819.















8.
 
take from






another way of saying take away from
 .









9.
 
take someone in





a.
 
accommodate someone as a lodger or because they are homeless or in difficulties.




b.
 
cheat, fool, or deceive someone




•
 
she tried to pass this off as an amusing story, but nobody was taken in.















10.
 
take something in





a.
 
undertake work at home




•
 
she took in laundry on weekends.










b.
 
make a garment tighter by altering its seams.




c.
 


[Sailing]

 furl a sail.




d.
 
receive a specified amount of money as payment or earnings




•
 
our club took in nearly $800,000 in its first year.










e.
 
include or encompass something




•
 
the sweep of his arm took in most of Main Street.










f.
 
fully understand or absorb something heard or seen




•
 
she took in the scene at a glance.










g.
 
visit or attend a place or event in a casual way or on the way to another




•
 
he'd maybe take in a movie, or just relax.















11.
 
take off





a.
 
(of an aircraft or bird) become airborne.




b.
 
(of an enterprise) become successful or popular




•
 
the newly launched electronic newspaper has really taken off.










c.
 
depart hastily




•
 
the officer took off after his men.















12.
 
take something off





a.
 
remove clothing from one's or another's body




•
 
she took off her cardigan.










b.
 
deduct part of an amount.




c.
 
choose to have a period away from work




•
 
I took the next day off.















13.
 
take someone on





a.
 
hire an employee.




b.
 
be willing or ready to meet an adversary or opponent, especially a stronger one




•
 
a group of villagers has taken on the planners.















14.
 
take something on





a.
 
undertake a task or responsibility, especially a difficult one




•
 
whoever takes on the trout farm will have their work cut out.










b.
 
acquire a particular meaning or quality




•
 
the subject has taken on a new significance in the past year.















15.
 
take someone out





a.
 
escort someone to a social event or place of entertainment




•
 
I finally get to take her out on Saturday night.










b.
 


[Bridge]

 respond to a bid or double by one's partner by bidding a different suit.









16.
 
take someone/something out








‹informal›

 kill, destroy, or disable someone or something.









17.
 
take something out





a.
 
obtain an official document or service




•
 
you can take out a loan for a specific purchase.










b.
 
get a license or summons issued.




c.
 


(chiefly US)

 buy food at a cafe or restaurant for eating elsewhere




•
 
he ordered a lamb madras to take out.















18.
 
take something out on






relieve frustration or anger by attacking or mistreating (a person or thing not responsible for such feelings).









19.
 
take something over





a.
 
(also 
take over

 )
 — assume control of something




•
 
British troops had taken over the German trenches.










b.
 
(of a company) buy out another.




c.
 
become responsible for a task in succession to another




•
 
he will take over as chief executive in April.










d.
 


[Printing]

 transfer text to the next line.









20.
 
take to





a.
 
begin or fall into the habit of




•
 
he took to hiding some secret supplies in his desk.










b.
 
form a liking for




•
 
Mrs. Brady never took to Moran.










c.
 
develop an ability for (something), especially quickly or easily




•
 
I took to pole-vaulting right away.










d.
 
go to (a place) to escape danger or an enemy




•
 
they took to the hills.















21.
 
take something up





a.
 
become interested or engaged in a pursuit




•
 
she took up tennis at the age of 11.










b.
 
begin to hold or fulfill a position or post




•
 
he left to take up an appointment as a missionary.










c.
 
accept an offer or challenge.




d.
 
occupy time, space, or attention




•
 
I don't want to take up any more of your time.










e.
 
pursue a matter later or further




•
 
he'll have to 
take it up with

 the bishop.










f.
 
(also 
take up

 )
 — resume speaking after an interruption




•
 
I took up where I had left off.










g.
 
shorten a garment by turning up the hem.









22.
 
take someone up on





a.
 
accept (an offer or challenge) from someone




•
 
I'd like to take you up on that offer.










b.
 
challenge or question a speaker on (a particular point)




•
 
the interviewer did not take him up on his quotation.















23.
 
take up with






begin to associate with (someone), especially in a way disapproved of by the speaker




•
 
he's taken up with a divorced woman, I understand.


















V.
 
derivatives





takable

 
/ˈtākəb(ə)l /

 
takeable






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
tacan

 ‘get (esp. by force), capture,’ from Old Norse 
taka

 ‘grasp, lay hold of,’ of unknown ultimate origin.





takeaway

 
/ˈtākəˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a key fact, point, or idea to be remembered, typically one emerging from a discussion or meeting




•
 
the main takeaway for me is that we need to continue to communicate all the things we're doing for our customers




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the takeaway message.










2.
 


(US)

 
[Sports]

 (in football and hockey) an act of regaining the ball or puck from the opposing team.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a takeout restaurant




•
 
a fast-food takeaway.










4.
 
a meal or dish of takeaway food.




5.
 


[Golf]

 another term for backswing
 .













takedown

 
/ˈtākˌdoun /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›







noun



1.
 
a wrestling maneuver in which an opponent is swiftly brought to the mat from a standing position.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a police raid or arrest.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a firearm with the capacity to have the barrel and magazine detached from the stock.













take-home pay

 
/tāk hōm pā/






noun




the pay received by an employee after the deduction of taxes and other obligations.













takeoff

 
/ˈtākˌôf/






noun



1.
 
the action of becoming airborne




•
 
the plane accelerated down the runway for takeoff.










2.
 
an act of mimicking someone or something




•
 
a pleasant 
takeoff on

 some Everly Brothers routine.



















takeout

 
/ˈtākˌout/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 food that is cooked and sold by a restaurant or store to be eaten elsewhere




•
 
let’s just order takeout




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
takeout pizza.










2.
 


[Bridge]

 a bid in a different suit made in response to a bid or double by one's partner.














takeout double






noun






[Bridge]

 a double that, by convention, requires one's partner to bid, used to convey information rather than to score penalty points.

Often contrasted with business double
 .













takeover

 
/ˈtākˌōvər/






noun




an act of assuming control of something, especially the buying out of one company by another.













taker

 
/ˈtākər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a person who takes a specified thing




•
 
a drug-taker




•
 
a risk-taker.










2.
 
a person who takes a bet or accepts an offer or challenge




•
 
there were plenty of takers when I offered a small wager.



















Takeshita, Noboru

 
/ˌtäkəˈSHētə/






(1924–2000) Japanese politician. He served as Japan's prime minister from 1987 until 1989, when he was forced to resign because of a scandal that involved bribery and many in his cabinet. He remained a powerful force in Japanese politics.









take-up

 
/ˈtā ˌkəp/






noun



1.
 
a device for taking up slack or excess


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a take-up reel.










2.
 
the action of taking something up




•
 
automatic bobbin thread take-up.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the acceptance of something offered




•
 
practices that discourage take-up of legal advice.



















takin

 
/ˈtäˌkēn/





I.
 
noun




a large heavily built goat-antelope found in steep, dense woodlands of the eastern Himalayas.

[
Budorcas taxicolor

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: a local word.





taking

 
/ˈtākiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of taking something




•
 
the taking of life.










2.
 
(
takings

 )
 — the amount of money earned by a business from the sale of goods or services




•
 
box-office takings were scant.














II.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 (of a person) captivating in manner; charming




•
 
he was not a very taking person, she felt.














III.
 
phrases





for the taking






ready or available for someone to take advantage of




•
 
the big money is out there for the taking.


















IV.
 
derivatives





takingly

 
/ˈtākiNGlē /






adverb






















Taki-Taki

 
/ˌtäkē ˈtäkē/





I.
 
noun




an English-based Creole language of Suriname.

Also called Sranan
 .











– origin

 an alteration and reduplication of talk
 .





Taklimakan Desert

 
/ˌtäkləməˌkän ˈdezərt /

 
Takla Makan






a desert in the Xinjiang autonomous region of northwestern China that lies between the Kunlun Shan and Tien Shan mountains and forms the greater part of the Tarim Basin.









Takoradi

 
/ˌtäkəˈrädē/






a seaport in western Ghana, on the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 308,300 (est. 2009).









takotsubo cardiomyopathy

 
/ˌtäkəˌtso͞obō ˌkärdēōˌmīˈäpəTHē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by sudden dysfunction of the left ventricle of the heart, accompanied by symptoms resembling those of a heart attack but occurring in the absence of significant coronary artery disease. Typically attributed to stressful events, the condition is usually transient.




•
 
he set up one of the first specialist services in the UK to look after people who have experienced takotsubo cardiomyopathy.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from Japanese 
takotsubo

 ‘pot used to trap octopus,’ from 
tako

 ‘octopus’ and 
tsubo

 ‘pot, jar,’ from the resemblance of the ballooning of the heart ventricle characteristic of the condition to the distinctive round-bottomed, narrow-necked form of the pot, and cardiomyopathy
 .





tala1


 
/ˈtälə/





I.
 
noun




a traditional rhythmic pattern in classical Indian music.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
tāla

 ‘handclapping, musical time.’





tala2






I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Western Samoa, equal to 100 sene.











– origin

 from Samoan 
tālā

 .





talapoin

 
/ˈtaləˌpoin/





I.
 
noun




a small West African monkey that lives in large groups near watercourses and in swamp forest.

[
Miopithecus talapoin

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
talapão

 , from Mon 
tala pói

 , literally ‘lord of merit,’ used as a respectful title for a Buddhist monk.





talaq

 
/taˈläk/





I.
 
noun




(in Islamic law) divorce effected by the husband's threefold repetition of the word “talaq,” this constituting a formal repudiation of his wife.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ṭalaḳ

 , from 
ṭalaḳas

 ‘repudiate.’





talaria

 
/təˈlerēə/





I.
 
plural noun




(in Roman mythology) winged sandals as worn by certain gods and goddesses, especially Mercury.











– origin

 Latin, neuter plural of 
talaris

 , from 
talus

 ‘ankle.’





Talavera

 
/ˌtaləˈverə/





I.
 
noun




a type of fine Mexican earthenware featuring colored decoration on an opaque white glaze, produced principally in Puebla.











– origin

 named after 
Talavera

 de la Reina, the Spanish town where this variety of pottery originated.





talbot

 
/ˈtalbət ˈtôlbət/





I.
 
noun




a dog of an extinct light-colored breed of hound with large ears and heavy jaws.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from the family name 
Talbot

 ; the term was also used to denote the representation of such a dog in the coat of arms of the Talbot family, earls of Shrewsbury (a town in western England).





talc

 
/talk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
talcum powder.




2.
 
a white, gray, or pale green soft mineral with a greasy feel, occurring as translucent masses or laminae and consisting of magnesium hydroxyl silicate.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
powder or treat (something) with talc.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
talcose

 
/ˈtalkōs /






adjective




(
 — 

[Geology]















2.
 
talcy

 
/ˈtalkē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting the mineral): from medieval Latin 
talcum

 (see talcum
 ).






talcum

 
/ˈtalkəm /

 
talcum powder





I.
 
noun




a cosmetic or toilet preparation consisting of the mineral talc in powdered form, typically perfumed.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
powder (something) with talcum powder.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Arabic 
ṭalḳ

 , from Persian.






tale

 
/tāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fictitious or true narrative or story, especially one that is imaginatively recounted.




2.
 
a lie.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a number or total




•
 
an exact tale of the dead bodies.














II.
 
phrases





tell tales






see tell
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English 
talu

 ‘telling, something told,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
taal

 ‘speech’ and German 
Zahl

 ‘number,’ also to tell
 1
 . 
Sense

 2 is probably from Old Norse.





talebearer

 
/ˈtālˌberər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a person who maliciously gossips or reveals secrets.








II.
 
derivatives





talebearing

 
/ˈtālˌberiNG /






noun, adjective





















taleggio

 
/təˈlej(ē)ō/





I.
 
noun




a type of soft Italian cheese made from cows' milk.











– origin

 named after the 
Taleggio

 valley in Lombardy.





talent

 
/ˈtalənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
natural aptitude or skill




•
 
he possesses more talent than any other player




•
 
she displayed 
a talent for

 garden design.










2.
 
people possessing talent




•
 
I signed all the talent in Rome




•
 
Simon is a talent to watch.










3.
 


‹informal›

 people regarded as sexually attractive or as prospective sexual partners




•
 
most Saturday nights I have this urge to go on the hunt for new talent.










4.
 
a former weight and unit of currency, used especially by the ancient Romans and Greeks.








II.
 
derivatives





talentless

 
/ˈtalən(t)ləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
talente

 , 
talentan

 (as a unit of weight), from Latin 
talenta

 , plural of 
talentum

 ‘weight, sum of money,’ from Greek 
talanton

 . 
Sense

 1 is a figurative use with biblical allusion to the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14–30).





talented

 
/ˈtalən(t)əd/






adjective




having a natural aptitude or skill for something




•
 
a talented young musician.




















talent scout

 
/ˈtalən(t) ˌskout/






noun




a person whose job is to search for talented performers who can be employed or promoted, especially in sports and entertainment.













talent show






noun




a show or competition consisting of performances by a series of amateur entertainers




•
 
he got his first television break on a TV talent show.



















tales

 
/ˈtālēz/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a writ for summoning substitute jurors when the original jury has become deficient in number.











– origin

 from Latin 
tales (de circumstantibus

 ) ‘such (of the bystanders),’ the first words of the writ.





talesman

 
/ˈtālzmən/






noun






[Law]

 a person summoned by a tales.













tale-teller

 
/ˈtāltelər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who tells stories.




2.
 
a person who spreads gossip or reveals secrets.








II.
 
derivatives





tale-telling






noun





















tali

 
/ˈtālī/






plural form of talus
 1
 .









Taliban

 
/ˈtaləˌban/





I.
 
a fundamentalist Muslim movement whose militia took control of much of Afghanistan from early 1995, and in 1996 took Kabul and set up a radical Islamic state. The movement was forcibly removed from power by the US and its allies after the September 11, 2001, attacks.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Talibanization






noun













2.
 
Talibanize






verb



















– origin

 from Persian 
ṭālibān

 , pl. of 
ṭālib

 ‘student, seeker of knowledge,’ from Arabic (so named because the movement reputedly began amongst Afghani students exiled in Pakistan).





talik

 
/ˈtälik, ˈtal-/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 an area of unfrozen ground surrounded by permafrost.











– origin

 1940s: from Russian, from 
tayatʹ

 ‘melt.’






talipes

 
/ˈtaləˌpēz/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 technical term for club foot
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
talus

 ‘ankle’ + 
pes

 ‘foot.’





talipot

 
/ˈtaləˌpät/





I.
 
noun




a tall Indian palm with very large fan-shaped leaves that are used as sunshades and for thatching, and to make the material upon which books were traditionally written. When the talipot matures, at about 40–60 years, it sends up a 25-foot (8-m) stalk bearing millions of flowers, and subsequently the tree dies.

[
Corypha umbraculifera

 , family 
Palmae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Malayalam 
tālipat

 , from Sanskrit 
tālīpatra

 , from 
tālī

 ‘palm’ + 
patra

 ‘leaf.’





talisman

 
/ˈtaləsmən ˈtalizmən/





I.
 
noun




an object, typically an inscribed ring or stone, that is thought to have magic powers and to bring good luck.








II.
 
derivatives





talismanic

 
/ˌtaləzˈmanik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: based on Arabic 
ṭilsam

 , apparently from an alteration of late Greek 
telesma

 ‘completion, religious rite,’ from 
telein

 ‘complete, perform a rite,’ from 
telos

 ‘result, end.’






talk

 
/tôk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak in order to give information or express ideas or feelings; converse or communicate by spoken words




•
 
the two men talked




•
 
we'd sit and 
talk about

 jazz




•
 
it was no use 
talking to

 Anthony




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
you're talking rubbish.










2.
 
have the power of speech




•
 
he can talk as well as you or I can.










3.
 
discuss personal or intimate feelings




•
 
we need to talk, Maggie.










4.
 
have formal dealings or discussions; negotiate




•
 
they won't 
talk to

 the regime that killed their families.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
be talking

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to emphasize the seriousness, importance, or extent of the thing one is mentioning or in the process of discussing




•
 
we're talking big money.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use (a particular language) in speech




•
 
we were talking German.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — persuade or cause (someone) to do something by talking




•
 
don't try to talk me into acting as a go-between.










8.
 
reveal secret or confidential information; betray secrets.




9.
 
gossip




•
 
you'll have the whole school talking.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
conversation; discussion




•
 
there was a slight but noticeable lull in the talk.










2.
 
a period of conversation or discussion, especially a relatively serious one




•
 
my mother had a talk with Louis.










3.
 
an informal address or lecture.




4.
 
rumor, gossip, or speculation




•
 
there is 
talk of

 an armistice.










5.
 
empty promises or boasting




•
 
he's all talk.










6.
 
(
the talk of

 )
 — a current subject of widespread gossip or speculation in (a particular place)




•
 
within days I was 
the talk of the town

 .










7.
 
(
talks

 )
 — formal discussions or negotiations over a period




•
 
peace talks.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't talk to me about ——








‹informal›

 said in protest when someone introduces a subject of which the speaker has had bitter personal experience.









2.
 
know what one is talking about






be expert or authoritative on a specified subject.









3.
 
look who's talking






another way of saying you shouldn't talk
 .









4.
 
now you're talking






see now
 .









5.
 can't or can) talk ">
you shouldn't (or should) ( can't or can) talk








‹informal›

 used to convey that a criticism made applies equally well to the person who has made it




•
 
“He'd chase anything in a skirt!” “You shouldn't talk!”















6.
 
talk a blue streak






see blue
 .









7.
 
talk about ——!








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that something is an extreme or striking example of a particular situation, state, or experience




•
 
Talk about hangovers! But aching head or not we were getting ready.















8.
 
talk dirty






see dirty
 .









9.
 
talk the hind leg off a donkey








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 talk incessantly.









10.
 
talk nineteen to the dozen






see dozen
 .









11.
 
talk of the devil






see devil
 .









12.
 
talk sense into






persuade (someone) to behave more sensibly




•
 
just as well she's coming; she might be able to 
talk some some sense into

 you.















13.
 
talk shop






see shop
 .









14.
 
talk smack






see smack
 5
 .









15.
 arse) ">
talk through one's hat (or ass or backside arse)








‹informal›

 talk foolishly, wildly, or ignorantly.









16.
 
talk the talk








‹informal›

 speak fluently or convincingly about something or in a way intended to please or impress others




•
 
we may not look like true rock jocks yet, but we talk the talk.















17.
 
talk turkey






see turkey
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 round) ">
talk someone around ( round)






bring someone to a particular point of view by talking.









2.
 
talk at






address (someone) in a hectoring or self-important way without listening to their replies




•
 
he never talked at you.















3.
 
talk back






reply defiantly or insolently.









4.
 
talk down to






speak patronizingly or condescendingly to.









5.
 
talk something out








(Brit.)

 (in Parliament) block the course of a bill by prolonging discussion to the time of adjournment.









6.
 
talk someone out of






persuade someone not to do (something unwise).









7.
 
talk something over (or through)






discuss something thoroughly.









8.
 
talk someone through






enable someone to perform (a task) by giving them continuous instruction.









9.
 
talk to








•
 
someone will have to talk to Lily.















10.
 
talk someone/something up (or down)






discuss someone or something in a way that makes them seem more (or less) interesting or attractive.












V.
 
derivatives





talker

 
/ˈtôkər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: frequentative verb from the Germanic base of tale
 or tell
 1
 .





talkathon

 
/ˈtôkəˌTHän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a prolonged discussion or debate.











– origin

 1930s (denoting a debate artificially prolonged to prevent the progress of a bill): blend of talk
 and marathon
 .





talkative

 
/ˈtôkədiv/





I.
 
adjective




fond of or given to talking




•
 
the talkative driver hadn't stopped chatting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
talkatively

 
/ˈtôkədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
talkativeness

 
/ˈtôkədivnəs /






noun





















talkback

 
/ˈtôkˌbak/






noun




a system of two-way communication by loudspeaker.













talkfest

 
/ˈtôkfest/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a session of lengthy discussion, conversation, or debate.













talkie

 
/ˈtôkē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a movie with a soundtrack, as distinct from a silent film.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (in the phrase 
the talkies

 ): from talk
 , on the pattern of 
movie

 .





talking

 
/ˈtôkiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
engaging in speech.




2.
 
(of an animal or object) able to make sounds similar to those of speech




•
 
the world's greatest talking bird.










3.
 
silently expressive




•
 
he did have talking eyes.














II.
 
noun




the action of talking; speech or discussion




•
 
I'll do the talking—you just back me up.














III.
 
phrases





talking of ——






while we are on the subject of —— (said when one is reminded of something by the present topic of conversation)




•
 
talking of cards, you'd better take a couple of my business cards.























talking blues






plural noun




a style of blues music in which the lyrics are more or less spoken rather than sung.













talking book

 
/tôkiNG bo͝ok/






noun




a recorded reading of a book, originally designed for use by blind people.













talking cure






noun




a form of psychotherapy that relies on verbal interaction, especially psychoanalysis.













talking drum






noun




one of a set of West African drums, each having a different pitch, that are beaten to transmit a tonal language.













talking head

 
/tôkiNG hed/






noun






‹informal›

 a commentator or reporter on television who addresses the camera and is viewed in close-up.













talking picture

 
talking film






noun




a movie with a soundtrack, as distinct from a silent film.













talking point

 
/ˈtôkiNG ˌpoint/






noun




a topic that invites discussion or argument.













talking-to

 
/ˈtôkiNG ˌto͞o/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a sharp reprimand in which someone is told that they have done wrong.













talk radio






noun




a type of radio broadcast in which the presenter talks about topical issues and encourages listeners to call in to air their opinions.














talk show

 
/ˈtôk ˌSHō/






noun




a television or radio show in which various topics are discussed informally and listeners, viewers, or the studio audience are invited to participate in the discussion.













talk time






noun




the time during which a mobile telephone is in use to handle calls, especially as a measure of the duration of the telephone's battery.













talky

 
/ˈtôkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a movie, play, novel, etc.) containing a great deal of talk or dialogue




•
 
viewers expecting a thriller may find the film talky and slow.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) inclined to talk at length; talkative




•
 
he's neurotic, talky, and has a self-deprecating sense of humor.














II.
 
derivatives





talkiness






noun





















tall

 
/tôl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of great or more than average height, especially (with reference to an object) relative to width




•
 
a tall, broad-shouldered man




•
 
a tall glass of iced tea.










2.
 
(after a measurement and in questions) measuring a specified distance from top to bottom




•
 
he was over six feet tall




•
 
how tall are you?










3.
 
[as 
adv.

 ]
 — used in reference to proud and confident movement or behavior




•
 
stop wishing that you were somehow different—start to 
walk tall

 !










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of an account) fanciful and difficult to believe; unlikely




•
 
sometimes it's hard to tell a legend from a 
tall tale

 .














II.
 
phrases





a tall order






an unreasonable or difficult demand.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tallish

 
/ˈtôliSH /






adjective













2.
 
tallness

 
/ˈtôlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old English 
getæl

 ‘swift, prompt’ Early senses also included ‘fine, handsome’ and ‘bold, strong, good at fighting.’





tallage

 
/ˈtaləj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a form of arbitrary taxation levied by kings on the towns and lands of the Crown, abolished in the 14th century.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a tax levied on feudal dependents by their superiors.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
taillage

 , from 
tailler

 ‘to cut’ (see tail
 2
 ).





Tallahassee

 
/ˌtaləˈhasē/






the capital of Florida, in the northwestern part of the state; pop. 171,922 (est. 2008).









Tallapoosa River

 
/ˌtaləpo͞osə ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 268 miles (430 km) from northwestern Georgia to Alabama, where it joins the Coosa River to form the Alabama River.









tallboy

 
/ˈtôlˌboi/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a tall chest of drawers, typically one mounted on legs and in two sections, one standing on the other.

Compare with highboy
 .













Talleyrand, Charles de

 
/ˈtaliˌrand, ˌtälēˈräN/






(1754–1838), French statesman; full name 
Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord

 . He became head of the new government after the fall of Napoleon in 1814 and was later instrumental in the overthrow of Charles X and the accession of Louis Philippe in 1830.









tall hat






noun




another term for top hat
 .













Tallinn

 
/ˈtalən/






the capital of Estonia, a port on the Gulf of Finland; pop. 397,000 (est. 2007).










tallith

 
/ˈtälis, täˈlēt /

 
tallis





I.
 
noun




a fringed shawl traditionally worn by Jewish men at prayer.











– origin

 from Rabbinical Hebrew 
ṭallīt

 , from biblical Hebrew 
ṭillel

 ‘to cover.’





tallow

 
/ˈtalō/





I.
 
noun




a hard fatty substance made from rendered animal fat, used in making candles and soap.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 smear (something, especially the bottom of a boat) with tallow.








III.
 
derivatives





tallowy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from Middle Low German; related to Dutch 
talk

 and German 
Talg

 .






tallowwood

 
/ˈtalōˌwo͝od/






noun




see hog plum
 .













tall poppy syndrome






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Austral./NZ)

 a perceived tendency to discredit or disparage those who have achieved notable wealth or prominence in public life.













tall ship

 
/tôl SHip/






noun




a sailing ship with high masts.













tall timber






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 dense and uninhabited forest.




2.
 
(usu. 
tall timbers

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a remote or unknown place.













tally

 
/ˈtalē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a current score or amount




•
 
that takes his tally to 10 goals in 10 games.










2.
 
a record of a score or amount




•
 
I 
kept a

 running 
tally

 of David's debt on a note above my desk.










3.
 
a particular number taken as a group or unit to facilitate counting.




4.
 
a mark registering a number or amount.




5.
 
(also 
tally stick

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a piece of wood scored across with notches for the items of an account and then split into halves, each party keeping one.




6.
 
an account kept on a tally stick.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 a counterpart or duplicate of something.




8.
 
a label attached to a plant or tree, or stuck in the ground beside it, that gives information about it, such as its name and class.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — agree or correspond




•
 
their signatures should 
tally with

 their names on the register.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — calculate the total number of




•
 
the votes were being tallied with abacuses.














III.
 
derivatives





tallier






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a notched tally stick): from Anglo-Norman French 
tallie

 , from Latin 
talea

 ‘twig, cutting.’ Compare with tail
 2
 .





tallyho

 
/ˌtalēˈhō/





I.
 
exclamation




a huntsman's cry to the hounds on sighting a fox.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an utterance of this.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a fast horse-drawn coach.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter a cry of “tallyho.”











– origin

 late 18th cent.: apparently an alteration of French 
taïaut

 , of unknown origin.





tallyman

 
/ˈtalēman/






noun



1.
 
a person who keeps a score or record of something.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a person who sells merchandise on credit, especially from door to door.













Talmud

 
/ˈtälˌmo͝od ˈtalməd/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Talmud

 )


1.
 
the body of Jewish civil and ceremonial law and legend comprising the Mishnah and the Gemara. There are two versions of the Talmud: the Babylonian Talmud (which dates from the 5th century 
AD

 but includes earlier material) and the earlier Palestinian or Jerusalem Talmud.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Talmudic

 
/talˈm(y)o͞odik talˈmo͝odik tälˈm(y)o͞odik tälˈmo͝odik /






adjective













2.
 
Talmudical

 
/talˈm(y)o͞odikəl, -ˈmo͝od- /






adjective













3.
 
Talmudist

 
/ˈtälˌmo͝odəst ˈtalmədəst /






noun



















– origin

 from late Hebrew 
talmūḏ

 ‘instruction,’ from Hebrew 
lāmaḏ

 ‘learn.’





Talmud Torah

 
/ˈtälmo͝od ˈtōrə, ˈtalməd, ˈtôrə, tälˈmo͞od tôˈrä/






noun



1.
 


[Judaism]

 the field of study that deals with the Jewish law.




2.
 


[Judaism]

 a communal school where children are instructed in Judaism.













talon

 
/ˈtalən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a claw, especially one belonging to a bird of prey.




2.
 
the part of a bolt against which the key presses to slide it in a lock.




3.
 
(in various card games) the cards that have not yet been dealt.








II.
 
derivatives





taloned

 
/ˈtalənd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting any heellike part or object): from Old French, literally ‘heel,’ from Latin 
talus

 ‘ankle bone, heel.’






talus1


 
/ˈtāləs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the large bone in the ankle that articulates with the tibia of the leg and the calcaneum and navicular bone of the foot.

Also called astragalus
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘ankle, heel.’





talus2


 
/ˈtāləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sloping mass of rock fragments at the foot of a cliff.




2.
 
the sloping side of an earthwork, or of a wall that tapers to the top.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





tam

 
/tam/





I.
 
noun




a tam-o'-shanter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





TAM






abbreviation




television audience measurement.













tamagotchi

 
/ˌtäməˈɡōCHē, ˌtam-, -ˈɡäCHē/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an electronic toy displaying a digital image of a creature, which has to be looked after and responded to by the “owner” as if it were a pet.











– origin

 Japanese.





tamale

 
/təˈmälē/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican dish of seasoned meat wrapped in cornmeal dough and steamed or baked in corn husks.











– origin

 from Mexican Spanish 
tamal

 , plural 
tamales

 , from Nahuatl 
tamalli

 .





tamandua

 
/təˈmandəwə/





I.
 
noun




a small nocturnal arboreal anteater with a naked prehensile tail, native to tropical America.

[Genus 
Tamandua

 , family 
Myrmecophagidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Portuguese from Tupi 
tamanduá

 , from 
taly

 ‘ant’ + 
monduar

 ‘hunter.’





Tamarac

 
/ˈtaməˌrak/






a city in southeastern Florida, northwest of Fort Lauderdale; pop. 59,340 (est. 2008).










tamarack

 
/ˈtaməˌrak/





I.
 
noun




a slender North American larch.

[
Larix laricina

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Canadian French 
tamarac

 , probably of Algonquian origin.





tamarau

 
/ˌtaməˈrou/





I.
 
noun




a small brownish-black buffalo similar to the anoa, found only on Mindoro in the Philippines.

[
Bubalus mindorensis

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Tagalog.





tamari

 
/təˈmärē /

 
tamari sauce





I.
 
noun




a variety of rich, naturally fermented soy sauce.











– origin

 Japanese.






tamarillo

 
/ˌtaməˈrilō, -ˈrē(y)ō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical South American plant of the nightshade family that bears edible egg-shaped red fruits.

Also called tree tomato
 . [
Cyphomandra betacea

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the tamarillo.











– origin

 1960s (originally NZ): an invented name, perhaps suggested by Spanish 
tomatillo

 , diminutive of 
tomate

 ‘tomato.’





tamarin

 
/ˈtam(ə)rən/





I.
 
noun




a small forest-dwelling South American monkey of the marmoset family, typically brightly colored and with tufts and crests of hair around the face and neck.

[Genera 
Saguinus

 and 
Leontopithecus

 , family 
Callitrichidae

 (or 
Callithricidae

 ): several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from Galibi.





tamarind

 
/ˈtaməˌrind/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sticky brown acidic pulp from the pod of a tree of the pea family, widely used as a flavoring in Asian cooking.




2.
 
the pod from which tamarind is extracted.




3.
 
the tropical African tree that yields tamarind, cultivated throughout the tropics and also grown as an ornamental and shade tree.

[
Tamarindus indica

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
tamarindus

 , from Arabic 
tamr hindī

 ‘Indian date.’





tamarisk

 
/ˈtamərəsk/





I.
 
noun




an Old World shrub or small tree with tiny scalelike leaves borne on slender branches, giving it a feathery appearance.

[Genus 
Tamarix

 , family 
Tamaricaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
tamariscus

 , variant of Latin 
tamarix

 , of unknown origin.





tamas

 
/ˈtəməs/






noun




(in Vedanta) the element or mode of prakriti associated with lethargy, darkness, and ignorance.













tamasha

 
/təˈmäSHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 a grand show, performance, or celebration, especially one involving dance.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(Indian)

 a fuss or confusion




•
 
what a tamasha!

















– origin

 via Persian and Urdu from Arabic 
tamāšā

 ‘walk around together.’





Tamashek

 
/ˈtaməˌSHek/





I.
 
noun




the dialect of Berber spoken by the Tuareg, sometimes regarded as a separate language.











– origin

 the name in Berber.






tamasic

 
/təˈmasik/






adjective




(in Ayurveda) denoting a class of foods that are dry, old, foul, or unpalatable, and are thought to promote pessimism, ignorance, laziness, criminal tendencies, and doubt.

Compare rajasic
 , sattvic
 .













Tamaulipas

 
/ˌtämouˈlēpäs/






a state in northeastern Mexico, on the Gulf of Mexico; capital, Ciudad Victoria.









tambala

 
/tämˈbälə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Malawi, equal to one hundredth of a kwacha.











– origin

 from Nyanja, literally ‘cockerel.’






tambour

 
/ˈtambo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a small drum.




2.
 
something resembling a drum in shape or construction, in particular




3.
 
a circular frame for holding fabric taut while it is being embroidered.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 a wall of circular plan, such as one supporting a dome or surrounded by a colonnade.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 each of a sequence of cylindrical stones forming the shaft of a column.




6.
 
a projecting part of the wall of a tennis court.




7.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a sliding flexible shutter or door on a piece of furniture, made of strips of wood attached to a backing of canvas




•
 
a tambour door.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
tamboured

 )


1.
 
decorate or embroider on a tambour




•
 
a tamboured waistcoat.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
tambour

 ‘drum’; perhaps related to Persian 
tabīra

 ‘drum.’ Compare with tabor
 .






tamboura

 
/tamˈbo͝orə /

 
tambura





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large four-stringed lute used in Indian music as a drone accompaniment.




2.
 
a long-necked lute or mandolin of Balkan countries.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a type of long-necked lute): from Arabic 
ṭanbūr

 or Persian 
tunbūra

 , both from Persian 
dunbara

 , literally ‘lamb's tail.’






tambourin

 
/ˈtambo͝orin, taNbo͞oˈraN/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long narrow drum used in Provence.




2.
 
a dance accompanied by a tambourin.











– origin

 French, diminutive of 
tambour

 (see tambour
 ).





tambourine

 
/ˌtambəˈrēn/





I.
 
noun




a percussion instrument resembling a shallow drum with small metal disks in slots around the edge, played by being shaken or hit with the hand.








II.
 
derivatives





tambourinist

 
/-nist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
tambourin

 (see tambourin
 ).





Tambov

 
/tämˈbôf, -ˈbôv/






an industrial city in southwestern Russia; pop. 279,800 (est. 2008).









tamburitza

 
/tamˈbo͝oritsə, ˌtambəˈritsə/





I.
 
noun




a kind of long-necked mandolin played in Croatia and neighboring countries.











– origin

 Croatian, diminutive of 
tambura

 tamboura
 .





tame

 
/tām/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) not dangerous or frightened of people; domesticated




•
 
the fish are so tame you have to push them away from your face mask.










2.
 
not exciting, adventurous, or controversial




•
 
network TV on Saturday night is a pretty tame affair.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) willing to cooperate.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a plant) produced by cultivation.




5.
 
(of land) cultivated.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
domesticate (an animal)




•
 
wild rabbits can be kept in captivity and eventually tamed.










2.
 
make less powerful and easier to control




•
 
the battle to tame inflation.










3.
 
cultivate (land or wilderness).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tamable

 
/ˈtāməb(ə)l /

 
tameable






adjective













2.
 
tamely

 
/ˈtāmlē /






adverb













3.
 
tameness

 
/ˈtāmnəs /






noun













4.
 
tamer

 
/ˈtāmər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tam

 (adjective), 
temmian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tam

 and German 
zahm

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
domare

 and Greek 
daman

 ‘tame, subdue.’





Tamerlane

 
/ˈtamərˌlān- /

 
Tamburlaine






(1336–1405), Mongol ruler of Samarkand 1369–1405; Tartar name 
Timur Lenk

 (“lame Timur”). Leading a force of Mongols and Turks, he conquered Persia, northern India, and Syria and established his capital at Samarkand. He was the ancestor of the Mogul dynasty in India.









Tamil

 
/ˈtaməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people inhabiting parts of southern India and Sri Lanka.




2.
 
the Dravidian language of the Tamils.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tamils or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Tamilian

 
/təˈmilēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 the name in Tamil.






Tamil Nadu

 
/ˌtaməl ˈnädo͞o/






a state in southeastern India, on the Coromandel Coast, with a largely Tamil-speaking Hindu population; capital, Chennai (Madras).

Former name (until 1968) Madras
 .










Tamil Tigers






a Sri Lankan guerrilla organization founded in 1972 that seeks the establishment of an independent state (Eelam) in the northeast of the country for the Tamil community. They waged an armed campaign until defeated by the Sri Lankan army in 2009.

Also called Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
 .









Tamla Motown

 
/ˌtamlə ˈmōtoun/






noun




trade name for Motown
 (
sense

 1).













Tammany

 
/ˈtamənē /

 
Tammany Hall





I.
 
a powerful organization within the Democratic Party that was widely associated with corruption. Founded as a fraternal and benevolent society in 1789, it came to dominate political life in New York City in the 19th and early 20th centuries, before being reduced in power by Franklin D. Roosevelt in the early 1930s.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Tammany

 )
 — a corrupt political organization or group.




III.
 
derivatives





Tammanyite

 
/-nēˌīt /






noun



















– origin

 named after an American Indian chief of the late 17th cent., said to have welcomed William Penn, and regarded as “patron saint” of Pennsylvania and other northern colonies.





tammar wallaby

 
/ˈtamər ˌwäləbē/





I.
 
noun




a small grayish-brown wallaby found in southwestern Australia.

[
Macropus eugenii

 , family 
Macropodidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Gaurna (an Aboriginal language) 
tamma

 .






Tammerfors

 
/ˌtämərˈfô(r)SH/






Swedish name for Tampere
 .









Tammuz1


 
/ˈtämo͝oz, ˈtaməz /

 

‹Near Eastern Mythology›






I.
 
a Mesopotamian god, lover of Ishtar and similar in some respects to the Greek Adonis. He became the personification of the seasonal death and rebirth of crops.







– origin

 from Ezek. 8:14, from Akkadian 
Dumuzi

 .





Tammuz2


 
/ˈtämo͝oz/






variant spelling of Thammuz
 .









tam-o'-shanter

 
/taməˈSHan(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a round woolen or cloth cap of Scottish origin, with a pom-pom in the center.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the hero of Burns's poem 
Tam o' Shanter

 (1790).





tamoxifen

 
/təˈmäksəfən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic drug used to treat breast cancer and infertility in women. It acts as an estrogen antagonist.











– origin

 1970s: an arbitrary formation based on trans-
 , amine
 , oxy-
 2
 , phenol
 , elements of the drug's chemical name.





tamp

 
/tamp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pack (a blast hole) full of clay or sand to concentrate the force of the explosion




•
 
when the hole was tamped to the top, gunpowder was inserted.










2.
 
ram or pack (a substance) down or into something firmly




•
 
he 
tamped down

 the tobacco with his thumb.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: probably a back-formation from 
tampin

 (interpreted as ‘tamping’), variant of tampion
 .





Tampa

 
/ˈtampə/






a port and resort on the western coast of Florida; pop. 340,882 (est. 2008).









Tampa Bay






an inlet of the Gulf of Mexico, in southwestern Florida. Tampa and St. Petersburg are among the cities that lie along its shores.









tamper

 
/ˈtampər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tamper with

 )
 — interfere with (something) in order to cause damage or make unauthorized alterations




•
 
someone tampered with the brakes on my car.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tamper with

 )
 — exert a secret or corrupt influence upon (someone).








II.
 
noun




a person or thing that tamps something down, especially a machine or tool for tamping down earth or ballast.








III.
 
derivatives





tamperer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘busy oneself to a particular end, machinate’): alteration of the verb temper
 .






Tampere

 
/ˈtämpəˌrā, ˈtam-, ˈtampərə/






a city in southwestern Finland; pop. 209,690 (2009).

Swedish name Tammerfors
 .









tamper-evident

 
/ˈtampərˌevədənt/






adjective




(of packaging) designed to reveal any interference with the contents.













tamper-proof

 
/ˈtampər ˌpro͞of/






adjective




made so that it cannot be interfered with or changed.













Tampico

 
/tamˈpēkō, täm-/






a principal seaport in Mexico, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 303,635 (2005).










tampion

 
/ˈtampēən /

 
tompion





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wooden stopper for the muzzle of a gun.




2.
 
a plug for the top of an organ pipe.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
tampon

 ‘tampon.’





tampon

 
/ˈtamˌpän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plug of soft material inserted into the vagina to absorb menstrual blood.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a plug of material used to stop a wound or block an opening in the body and absorb blood or secretions.








II.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — plug with a tampon.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, nasalized variant of 
tapon

 ‘plug, stopper,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to tap
 1
 .





tamponade

 
/ˌtampəˈnād/






noun



1.
 
(in full 
cardiac tamponade

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 compression of the heart by an accumulation of fluid in the pericardial sac.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the surgical use of a plug of absorbent material.













tam-tam

 
/ˈtam ˌtam/





I.
 
noun




a large metal gong with indefinite pitch.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Hindi 
ṭam-ṭam

 (see tom-tom
 ).






tan1


 
/tan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellowish-brown color




•
 
the overall color scheme of tan and cream.










2.
 
a golden-brown shade of skin developed by pale-skinned people after exposure to the sun.




3.
 
(also 
tanbark

 )
 — bark of oak or other trees, bruised and used as a source of tannin for converting hides into leather.




4.
 
(also 
spent tan

 )
 — bark from which the tannin has been extracted, used for covering the ground for walking, riding, playgrounds, etc., and in gardening.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pale-skinned person or their skin) become brown or browner after exposure to the sun




•
 
you'll tan very quickly in the pure air.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
tanned

 )
 — (of the sun) cause (a pale-skinned person or their skin) to become brown or browner




•
 
he looked tanned and fit.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convert (animal skin) into leather by soaking in a liquid containing tannic acid, or by the use of other chemicals.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 beat (someone) repeatedly, especially as a punishment




•
 
“If Mickey touches a fishing net, I'll 
tan his hide

 !”














III.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 of a yellowish-brown color




•
 
a tan baseball cap with orange piping.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a pale-skinned person) having golden-brown skin after exposure to the sun




•
 
she looks tall, tan, and healthy.














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tanning

 
/ˈtaniNG /






noun













2.
 
tannish






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
tannian

 ‘convert into leather,’ probably from medieval Latin 
tannare

 , perhaps of Celtic origin; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
tanner

 . Early use of the noun (late Middle English) was 
sense

 2 
of the

 noun.





tan2


 
/tan/






abbreviation




tangent.













Tan, Amy

 
/tan/






(1952–), US writer. Her works include 
The Joy Luck Club

 (1989), 
The Kitchen God's Wife

 (1991), 
The Bonesetter's Daughter

 (2001), and 
Saving Fish from Drowning

 (2005). She also wrote children's stories, such as 
The Moon Lady

 (1992) and 
Sagwa, the Chinese Siamese Cat

 (1994).









Tana, Lake

 
/ˈtänə/






a lake in northern Ethiopia, the source of the Blue Nile.









tanager

 
/ˈtanəjər/





I.
 
noun




a small American songbird of the bunting family, the male of which typically has brightly colored plumage.

[Family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Thraupinae

 ): many genera, in particular 
Tangara

 , and numerous species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (originally as 
tangara

 ): from Tupi 
tangará

 , later refashioned on the pattern of the modern Latin genus name 
Tanagra

 .






Tananarive

 
/ˌtanənəˈrēv, təˌnanə-/






former name (until 1975) of Antananarivo
 .









Tanana River

 
/ˌtanəˌnô ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 600 miles (1,000 km) from Yukon Territory across Alaska, to meet the Yukon River west of Fairbanks.









T & A






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 tits and ass.













tandem

 
/ˈtandəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bicycle with seats and pedals for two riders, one behind the other.




2.
 
a carriage driven by two animals harnessed one in front of the other.




3.
 
a group of two people or machines working together.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
with two or more horses harnessed one behind another




•
 
I rode tandem to Paris.










2.
 
alongside each other; together.








III.
 
adjective




having two things arranged one in front of the other




•
 
a tandem trailer.














IV.
 
phrases





in tandem





a.
 
alongside each other; together




•
 
a tight fiscal policy working in tandem with a tight foreign exchange policy.










b.
 
one behind another.















– origin

 late 18th cent.: humorously from Latin, literally ‘at length.’






tandoor

 
/tanˈdo͝or, tän-/





I.
 
noun




a clay oven of a type used originally in northern India and Pakistan.











– origin

 from Urdu 
tandūr

 , from Persian 
tanūr

 , based on Arabic 
tannūr

 ‘oven.’





tandoori

 
/tanˈdo͝o(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a style of Indian cooking based on the use of a tandoor




•
 
tandoori chicken.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
tandoori food or cooking.




2.
 
a restaurant serving tandoori.











– origin

 from Urdu and Persian 
tandūri

 , from 
tandūr

 (see tandoor
 ).





Tandy, Jessica

 
/ˈtandē/






(1909–94), US actress; born in England. She made many stage appearances, some with her husband Hume Cronyn, including 
The Gin Game

 (1978). Her movies include 
Cocoon

 (1985), 
Driving Miss Daisy

 (1989), and 
Fried Green Tomatoes

 (1991).









Taney, Roger Brooke

 
/ˈtônē/






(1777–1864), US chief justice 1836–64. He was active in Maryland politics and was the US attorney general 1831–33 before being appointed chief justice. He upheld the principle of federal supremacy over states' rights. In the 
Dred Scott

 v. 
Sandford

 case 1857, he expressed the opinion that blacks could not be citizens and that Congress had no control over slavery in the territories.









TANF






abbreviation




Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, a federal assistance program since 1997.














tang1


 
/taNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a strong taste, flavor, or smell




•
 
the clean salty tang of the sea.










2.
 
a characteristic quality




•
 
the tang of finality hovers throughout Tolstoy's story.










3.
 
the projection on the blade of a tool such as a knife, by which the blade is held firmly in the handle.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a snake's tongue, formerly believed to be a stinging organ; also denoting the sting of an insect): from Old Norse 
tangi

 ‘point, tang of a knife.’





tang2


 
/taNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a loud ringing or clanging sound




•
 
the bronze bell tangs.














II.
 
noun




a tanging sound.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative.






tang3


 
/taNG/





I.
 
noun




a surgeonfish that occurs around reefs and rocky areas, where it browses on algae.

[Genus 
Acanthurus

 , family 
Acanthuridae

 : several species, in particular the 
blue tang

 (
A. coeruleus

 ) of the western Atlantic.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from tang
 1
 .





Tang

 
/taNG/






a dynasty ruling China 618–
c.

 906, a period noted for territorial conquest and great wealth and regarded as the golden age of Chinese poetry and art.









tanga

 
/ˈtaNGɡə /

 
tanga briefs





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a pair of briefs consisting of small panels connected by strings at the sides.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (denoting a loincloth worn by indigenous peoples in tropical America): from Portuguese, ultimately of Bantu origin. The current sense dates from the 1970s.





Tanga

 
/ˈtaNGɡə, ˈtäNG-/






one of the principal ports in Tanzania, situated in the northeastern part of the country, on the Indian Ocean; pop. 240,000 (est. 2009).









Tanganyika, Lake

 
/ˌtan-ɡənˈyēkə, ˌtaNG-/






a lake in East Africa, in the Great Rift Valley. The deepest lake in Africa and the longest freshwater lake in the world, it forms most of the border of the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) with Tanzania and Burundi.









tangelo

 
/ˈtanjəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a hybrid of the tangerine and grapefruit.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of tangerine
 and pomelo
 .





tangent

 
/ˈtanjənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a straight line or plane that touches a curve or curved surface at a point, but if extended does not cross it at that point.




2.
 
a completely different line of thought or action




•
 
he quickly 
went off on a tangent

 about wrestling.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 the trigonometric function that is equal to the ratio of the sides (other than the hypotenuse) opposite and adjacent to an angle in a right triangle.








II.
 
adjective




(of a line or plane) touching, but not intersecting, a curve or curved surface.








III.
 
derivatives





tangency

 
/ˈtanj(ə)nsē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun and as an adjective): from Latin 
tangent-

 ‘touching,’ from the verb 
tangere

 .





tangential

 
/tanˈjen(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or along a tangent




•
 
a tangential line.










2.
 
diverging from a previous course or line; erratic




•
 
tangential thoughts.










3.
 
hardly touching a matter; peripheral




•
 
the reforms were tangential to efforts to maintain a basic standard of life.














II.
 
derivatives





tangentially






adverb






















tangerine

 
/ˌtanjəˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small citrus fruit with a loose skin, especially one of a variety with deep orange-red skin.




2.
 
a deep orange-red color.




3.
 
the citrus tree that bears the tangerine.

[
Citrus reticulata

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Tanger

 (former name of Tangier
 ) + -ine
 1
 . The fruit, exported from Tangier, was originally called the 
tangerine orange

 .






tangible

 
/ˈtanjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
perceptible by touch




•
 
the atmosphere of neglect and abandonment was 
almost tangible

 .










2.
 
clear and definite; real




•
 
the emphasis is now on tangible results.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
tangibles

 )


1.
 
a thing that is perceptible by touch.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tangibility

 
/ˌtanjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
tangibleness






noun













3.
 
tangibly

 
/ˈtanjəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from late Latin 
tangibilis

 , from 
tangere

 ‘to touch.’






Tangier

 
/ˌtanˈjir /

 
Tangiers






a seaport on the northern coast of Morocco, on the Strait of Gibraltar where it stands guard at the western entrance to the Mediterranean Sea; pop. 762,583 (2004).









tangle1


 
/ˈtaNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tangled

 )


1.
 
twist together into a confused mass




•
 
the broom somehow got 
tangled up

 in my long skirt.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tangle with

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 become involved in a conflict or fight with




•
 
I know there'll be trouble if I try to tangle with him.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a confused mass of something twisted together




•
 
a tangle of golden hair.










2.
 
a confused or complicated state; a muddle.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a fight, argument, or disagreement.








III.
 
derivatives





tangly

 
/ˈtaNGlē ˈtaNGɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘entangle, catch in a tangle’): probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Swedish dialect 
taggla

 ‘disarrange.’






tangle2


 
/ˈtaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of brown seaweeds, especially oarweed.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably from Norwegian 
tongul

 .





tangled

 
/ˈtaNGɡ(ə)ld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
twisted together untidily; matted




•
 
his hair was a tangled mess.










2.
 
complicated and confused; chaotic




•
 
a tangled tale.




•
 
the tangled relationships between Ryan and Marissa, and Seth and Summer.














II.
 
phrases





a tangled web






a complex, difficult, and confusing situation or thing.

[from ‘O what a tangled web we weave, When first we practise to deceive’ (Scott's 
Marmion

 ).]

















tanglefoot

 
/ˈtaNGɡəlˌfo͝ot/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 material applied to a tree trunk as a grease band, especially to prevent infestation by insects.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 intoxicating liquor, especially cheap whiskey.














tango

 
/ˈtaNGɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ballroom dance originating in Buenos Aires, characterized by marked rhythms and postures and abrupt pauses.




2.
 
a piece of music written for or in the style of the tango, typically in a slow dotted duple rhythm.




3.
 
a code word representing the letter T, used in voice communication by radio.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the tango.








III.
 
phrases





it takes two to tango








‹informal›

 both parties involved in a situation or argument are responsible for it.















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin American Spanish, perhaps of African origin.





tangram

 
/ˈtaNGˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese geometric puzzle consisting of a square cut into seven pieces that can be arranged to make various other shapes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Tangshan

 
/ˈtäNGˈSHän/






an industrial city in Hebei province, northeastern China; pop. 1,658,200 (est.2006). It was rebuilt after an earthquake in 1976.









tangy

 
/ˈtaNGē/





I.
 
adjective




having a strong, piquant flavor or smell




•
 
a tangy salad.














II.
 
derivatives





tanginess






noun





















tanh

 
/THan ˌtanˈāCH/






abbreviation






[Mathematics]

 hyperbolic tangent.













tanist

 
/ˈtanist, ˈTHô-/





I.
 
noun




the heir apparent to a Celtic chief, typically the most vigorous adult of his kin, elected during the chief's lifetime.








II.
 
derivatives





tanistry

 
/-istrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
tánaiste

 , literally ‘second in excellence.’





Tanjungkarang

 
/ˌtänjo͝oNGˈkäräNG/






see Bandar Lampung
 .









tank

 
/taNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large receptacle or storage chamber, especially for liquid or gas.




2.
 
the container holding the fuel supply in a motor vehicle, aircraft, etc.




3.
 
a receptacle with transparent sides in which to keep fish; an aquarium.




4.
 
a heavy armored fighting vehicle carrying guns and moving on a continuous articulated metal track.

[from the use of 
tank

 as a secret code word during manufacture in 1915.]




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cell in a police station or jail.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fill the tank of a vehicle with fuel




•
 
the cars stopped to 
tank up

 .










2.
 
(
be/get tanked up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 drink heavily; become drunk




•
 
they get tanked up before the game.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 fail completely, especially at great financial cost.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (in sports) deliberately lose or fail to finish (a game)




•
 
the lackluster performance prompted speculation that he tanked the second set.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tankful

 
/ˈtaNGkˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
tankless






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps from Gujarati 
tānkũ

 or Marathi 
tānkẽ

 ‘underground cistern,’ from Sanskrit 
tadāga

 ‘pond,’ probably influenced by Portuguese 
tangue

 ‘pond,’ from Latin 
stagnum

 .





tanka1


 
/ˈtäNGkə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese poem consisting of five lines, the first and third of which have five syllables and the other seven, making 31 syllables in all and giving a complete picture of an event or mood.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
tan

 ‘short’ + 
ka

 ‘song.’





tanka2






I.
 
noun




a Tibetan religious painting on a scroll, hung as a banner in temples and carried in processions.











– origin

 from Tibetan 
t'áṅ-ka

 ‘image, painting.’





tankage

 
/ˈtaNGkij/






noun



1.
 
the storage capacity of a tank.




2.
 
the storage of something in a tank or a charge made for such storage.




3.
 
a fertilizer or animal feed obtained from the residue from tanks in which animal carcasses have been rendered.













tankard

 
/ˈtaNGkərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall beer mug, typically made of silver or pewter, with a handle and sometimes a hinged lid.




2.
 
the contents of or an amount held by a tankard




•
 
I've downed 
a tankard of

 ale.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a large tub for carrying liquid): perhaps related to Dutch 
tanckaert

 .





tanker

 
/ˈtaNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a ship, road vehicle, or aircraft for carrying liquids, especially petroleum, in bulk.




2.
 


[Military]

 member of a tank crew.













tank farm






noun




an area of oil or gas storage tanks.













tankini

 
/taNGˌkēnē/






noun




a two-piece bathing suit consisting of a tank top and a bikini bottom.













tank killer






noun




an aircraft, vehicle, or missile effective against tanks.













tank top

 
/taNGk täp/






noun




a close-fitting sleeveless top.













tank town






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a small unimportant town (used originally of a town at which trains stopped to take on water).













tanner1


 
/ˈtanər/






noun



1.
 
a person who tans animal hides, especially to earn a living.




2.
 
a lotion or cream designed to promote the development of a suntan or produce a similar skin color artificially.













tanner2


 
/ˈtanər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a sixpence.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





tannery

 
/ˈtanərē/






noun




a place where animal hides are tanned; the workshop of a tanner.













Tannhäuser

 
/ˈtanˌhoizər/






(
c.

 1200–
c.

 1270), German poet. In reality a minnesinger whose works included lyrics and love poetry, he became a legendary figure as a knight who visited Venus's grotto. He spent seven years in debauchery, then repented and sought absolution from the pope.









tannic

 
/ˈtanik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to tannin




•
 
a dry wine with a slightly tannic aftertaste.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
tannique

 , from 
tanin

 (see tannin
 ).





tannic acid

 
/ˌtanik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun




another term for tannin
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tannate

 
/ˈtaˌnāt /






noun






















tannin

 
/ˈtanən/





I.
 
noun




a yellowish or brownish bitter-tasting organic substance present in some galls, barks, and other plant tissues, consisting of derivatives of gallic acid, used in leather production and ink manufacture.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
tanin

 , from 
tan

 ‘tanbark’ (ultimately related to tan
 1
 ) + -in
 1
 .





tanning bed






noun




an apparatus used for tanning, consisting of a bank of sunlamp tubes, typically horizontal for lying on, with another above.














Tannu-Tuva

 
/ˌtäno͞o ˈto͞ovə/






former name for Tuva
 .









Tanoan

 
/təˈnōən/





I.
 
noun




a small language family comprising a number of Pueblo Indian languages, including Tewa and Tiwa, and related to Kiowa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tanoan language family.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Tano

 + -an
 .





tanorexia

 
/ˌtanəˈreksēə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an obsessive desire to acquire and maintain a suntan, by natural or artificial methods.








II.
 
derivatives





tanorexic

 
/ˌtanəˈreksik /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 1980s: blend of tan
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun) and anorexia
 .





tansu

 
/ˈtänso͞o, ˈtan-/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese chest of drawers or cabinet.











– origin

 Japanese.





tansy

 
/ˈtanzē/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the daisy family with yellow flat-topped buttonlike flower heads and aromatic leaves, formerly used in cooking and medicine.

[Genus 
Tanacetum

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular 
common tansy

 (
T. vulgare

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tanesie

 , probably from medieval Latin 
athanasia

 ‘immortality,’ from Greek.






tantalite

 
/ˈtan(t)lˌīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare, dense, black mineral consisting of a mixed oxide of tantalum, of which it is the principal source, and iron.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from tantalum
 + -ite
 1
 .





tantalize

 
/ˈtan(t)lˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
torment or tease (someone) with the sight or promise of something that is unobtainable




•
 
such ambitious questions have long tantalized the world's best thinkers.










2.
 
excite the senses or desires of (someone)




•
 
she still tantalized him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
tantalizing

 )
 
the tantalizing fragrance of fried bacon.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tantalization

 
/ˌtan(t)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌtan(t)lˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
tantalizer






noun













3.
 
tantalizingly

 
/ˈtan(t)lˌīziNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Tantalus
 + -ize
 .






tantalum

 
/ˈtan(t)ləm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ta

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 73, a hard silver-gray metal of the transition series.








II.
 
derivatives





tantalic

 
/tanˈtalik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Tantalus
 , with reference to its frustrating insolubility in acids.





tantalus

 
/ˈtan(t)ələs/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a stand in which decanters of liquor can be locked up though still visible.














Tantalus

 
/ˈtan(t)ələs/








[Greek Mythology]

 a Lydian king, son of Zeus and father of Pelops. As punishment for his crimes (which included killing Pelops), he was forced to remain in chin-deep water with fruit-laden branches over his head, neither of which he could reach to drink or eat. His name is the origin of the word 
tantalize

 .









tantamount

 
/ˈtan(t)əˌmount/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
tantamount to

 )


1.
 
equivalent in seriousness to; virtually the same as




•
 
the resignations were tantamount to an admission of guilt.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the earlier verb 
tantamount

 ‘amount to as much,’ from Italian 
tanto montare

 .





tante

 
/tänt, ˈtäntə/





I.
 
noun




(especially among those of French or German origin) a mature or elderly woman who is related or well known to the speaker (often used as a respectful form of address).











– origin

 French and Dutch 
tante

 , German 
Tante

 ‘aunt.’





tantivy

 
/tanˈtivē /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




a rapid gallop or ride.








II.
 
exclamation




used as a hunting cry.








III.
 
adjective




moving or riding swiftly.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably imitative of the sound of galloping.





tant mieux

 
/ˌtän ˈmyə/





I.
 
exclamation




so much the better.











– origin

 French.





tanto1


 
/ˈtän(t)ō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese short sword or dagger.











– origin

 Japanese.





tanto2


 
/ˈtän(t)ō/





I.
 
adverb

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 (especially as a direction after a tempo marking) too much




•
 
allegro non tanto.

















– origin

 Italian.





tant pis

 
/ˌtän ˈpē/





I.
 
exclamation




so much the worse; the situation is regrettable but now beyond retrieval.











– origin

 French.





Tantra

 
/ˈtantrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Hindu or Buddhist mystical or ritual text, dating from the 6th to the 13th centuries.




2.
 
adherence to the doctrines or principles of the tantras, involving mantras, meditation, yoga, and ritual.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tantric

 
/ˈtantrik /






adjective













2.
 
tantrism

 
/ˈtanˌtrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘loom, groundwork, doctrine,’ from 
tan

 ‘stretch.’





tantrum

 
/ˈtantrəm/





I.
 
noun




an uncontrolled outburst of anger and frustration, typically in a young child




•
 
he has 
temper tantrums

 if he can't get his own way.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.






Tanzania

 
/ˌtanzəˈnēə/






I.

1.
 
a country in East Africa, on the Indian Ocean; pop. 41,048,500 (est. 2009); capital, Dodoma; languages, Swahili and English (both official).





Tanzania consists of a mainland area (the former Tanganyika) and the island of Zanzibar. A German colony (German East Africa) from the late 19th century, Tanganyika became a British mandate after World War I and a trust territory, administered by Britain, after World War II, before becoming independent within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1961. It was named Tanzania after its union with Zanzibar in 1964.




II.
 
derivatives





Tanzanian

 
/ˌtanzəˈnēən /






adjective, noun





















tanzanite

 
/ˈtanzəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a blue or violet gem variety of zoisite, containing vanadium.











– origin

 1960s: from Tanzania
 + -ite
 1
 .





Tao

 
/dou tou /

 
Dao





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese philosophy) the absolute principle underlying the universe, combining within itself the principles of yin and yang and signifying the way, or code of behavior, that is in harmony with the natural order. The interpretation of Tao in the Tao-te-Ching developed into the philosophical religion of Taoism.











– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘(right) way.’





Taoiseach

 
/ˈtēːSHəKH/





I.
 
noun




the prime minister of the Republic of Ireland.











– origin

 Irish, literally ‘chief, leader.’





Taoism

 
/ˈtouˌizəm ˈdouˌizəm /

 
Daoism





I.
 
noun




a Chinese philosophy based on the writings of Lao-tzu (
fl.

 6th century 
BC

 ), advocating humility and religious piety.

The central concept and goal is the Tao, and its most important text is the Tao-te-Ching. Taoism has both a philosophical and a religious aspect. Philosophical Taoism emphasizes inner contemplation and mystical union with nature; wisdom, learning, and purposive action should be abandoned in favor of simplicity and 
wu-wei

 (nonaction, or letting things take their natural course). The religious aspect of Taoism developed later, 
c.

 3rd century 
AD

 , incorporating certain Buddhist features and developing a monastic system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Taoist

 
/ˈtouəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
Taoistic

 
/touˈistik /






adjective





















Taormina

 
/ˌtourˈmēnə/






a resort town on the eastern coast of Sicily; pop. 11,096 (2008). It was founded by Greek colonists in the 4th century 
BC

 .









Taos1


 
/tous, ˈtä-ōs/






a town in northern New Mexico, in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains; pop. 5,551 (est. 2008).









Taos2







noun



1.
 
a North American people native to New Mexico.




2.
 
a member of the Taos.




3.
 
the language of the Taos.













Tao-te-Ching

 
/ˈdou də ˈjiNG /

 
Daodejing





I.
 
noun




the central Taoist text, ascribed to Lao-tzu, the traditional founder of Taoism. Apparently written as a guide for rulers, it defined the Tao, or way, and established the philosophical basis of Taoism.











– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘the Book of the Way and its Power.’






tap1


 
/tap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device by which a flow of liquid or gas from a pipe or container can be controlled.




2.
 
a device connected to a telephone used for listening secretly to someone's conversations.




3.
 
an act of listening secretly to someone's telephone conversation.




4.
 
(also 
tapping

 )
 — an electrical connection made to some point between the end terminals of a transformer coil or other component.




5.
 
an instrument for cutting a threaded hole in a material.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a taproom.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw liquid through the tap or spout of (a cask, barrel, or other container)




•
 
bragging of tests they had aced and kegs they had tapped.










2.
 
draw (liquid) from a cask, barrel, or other container




•
 
the butlers were tapping new ale.










3.
 
connect a device to (a telephone) so that conversation can be listened to secretly




•
 
the telephones were tapped by the state security police.










4.
 


‹informal›

 obtain money or information from (someone)




•
 
he considered whom he could 
tap for

 information.










5.
 
exploit or draw a supply from (a resource)




•
 
clients from industry seeking to tap Philadelphia's resources of expertise




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
these magazines have 
tapped into

 a target market of consumers.










6.
 
draw sap from (a tree) by cutting into it.




7.
 
cut a thread in (something) to accept a screw.








III.
 
phrases





on tap





a.
 
ready to be poured from a tap.




b.
 


‹informal›

 freely available whenever needed.




c.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 on schedule to occur.












IV.
 
derivatives





tappable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tæppa

 ‘peg for the vent hole of a cask,’ 
tæppian

 ‘provide (a cask) with a stopper,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tap

 and 
German

 
Zapfen

 (nouns).






tap2


 
/tap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike (someone or something) with a quick light blow or blows




•
 
one of my staff tapped me on the shoulder.










2.
 
strike (something) against something else with a quick light blow or blows




•
 
Gloria was tapping her feet in time to the music.










3.
 
(
tap something out

 )
 — produce (a rhythm) with a series of quick light blows on a surface




•
 
drums that tapped out a rumba beat.










4.
 
write or enter (something) using a keyboard or keypad




•
 
he 
tapped out

 a few words on the keyboard.










5.
 
(usu. 
be tapped

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 designate or select (someone) for a task or honor, especially membership in an organization or committee




•
 
he had been tapped earlier to serve in Costa Rica.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a quick light blow or the sound of such a blow.




2.
 
tap dancing.




3.
 
a piece of metal attached to the toe and heel of a tap dancer's shoe to make a tapping sound.




4.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
taps

 )
 — 

(US)

 a bugle call for lights to be put out in army quarters.

[so named because the signal was originally sounded on a drum.]




5.
 
a bugle call sounded at a military funeral.








III.
 
derivatives





tapper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
taper

 , or of imitative origin; compare with clap
 1
 and rap
 1
 .





tapa

 
/ˈtäpə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the bark of the paper mulberry tree.




2.
 
(also 
tapa cloth

 )
 — cloth made from the bark of the paper mulberry tree, used in the Pacific islands.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of Polynesian origin.





tapas

 
/ˈtapəs/





I.
 
plural noun




small Spanish savory dishes, typically served with drinks at a bar.











– origin

 Spanish 
tapa

 , literally ‘cover, lid’ (because the dishes were given free with the drink, served on a dish balanced on, therefore “covering,” the glass).





tap dance

 
/ˈtap ˌdans/





I.
 
noun




a dance performed wearing shoes fitted with metal taps, characterized by rhythmical tapping of the toes and heels.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
tap-dance

 )


1.
 
perform a tap dance.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tap dancer

 
/ˈtap ˌdansər /






noun













2.
 
tap dancing






noun





















tape

 
/tāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow strip of material, typically used to hold or fasten something




•
 
a roll of tape




•
 
a dirty apron fastened with thin tapes.










2.
 
[often with 
modifier

 ]
 — long narrow flexible material with magnetic properties, used for recording sound, pictures, or computer data.




3.
 
a cassette or reel containing recorded material.




4.
 
a recording on a cassette or reel.




5.
 
(also 
adhesive tape

 )
 — a strip of paper or plastic coated with adhesive, used to stick things together.




6.
 
a strip of material stretched across the finish line of a race, to be broken by the winner.




7.
 
a strip of white material at the top of a tennis net.




8.
 
a strip of material used to mark off an area.




9.
 
a tape measure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
record (sound or pictures) on audio or videotape




•
 
it is not known who taped the conversation.










2.
 
fasten or attach (something) with adhesive tape.




3.
 
(
tape something off

 )
 — seal or mark off an area or thing with tape.








III.
 
phrases





on tape






recorded on magnetic tape.















– origin

 Old English 
tæppa

 , 
tæppe

 ; perhaps related to Middle Low German 
teppen

 ‘pluck, tear.’





tape deck

 
/ˈtāp ˌdek/






noun




a piece of equipment for playing audiotapes, especially as part of a stereo system.














tape grass






noun




a submerged aquatic plant of the frog's-bit family, with narrow grasslike leaves.

Also called eelgrass
 and ribbon grass
 . [Genus 
Vallisneria

 , family 
Hydrocharitaceae

 : several species.]













tape machine

 
/tāp məˈSHēn/






noun




a tape recorder.














tape measure

 
/ˈtāp ˌmeZHər/






noun




a length of tape or thin flexible metal, marked at intervals for measuring.













tapenade

 
/ˌtäpəˈnäd/





I.
 
noun




a Provençal paste or dip, made from black olives, capers, and anchovies.











– origin

 French, from Provençal.





taper

 
/ˈtāpər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
diminish or reduce or cause to diminish or reduce in thickness toward one end


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the tail tapers to a rounded tip




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
David asked my dressmaker to taper his trousers.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — gradually lessen




•
 
the impact of the dollar's depreciation started to 
taper off

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender candle.




2.
 
a wick coated with wax, used for conveying a flame.




3.
 
a gradual narrowing




•
 
the current industry standard taper of 5 degrees.










4.
 
a gradual or incremental reduction




•
 
with the taper in training, athletes can feel less hungry.

















– origin

 Old English (denoting any wax candle), dissimilated form (by alteration of 
p-

 to 
t-

 ) of Latin 
papyrus

 (see papyrus
 ), the pith of which was used for candle wicks.





tape recorder

 
/ˈtāp rəˌkôrdər/





I.
 
noun




an apparatus for recording sounds on magnetic tape and later reproducing them.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tape-record

 
/ˈtāprəˌkôrd /






verb













2.
 
tape recording

 
/ˈtāp rəˌkôrdiNG /






noun





















taper pin

 
/ˈtāpər pin/






noun




a short round metal rod having a small degree of taper that enables it to act as a stop or wedge when driven into a hole.













tapestry

 
/ˈtapəstrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of thick textile fabric with pictures or designs formed by weaving colored weft threads or by embroidering on canvas, used as a wall hanging or furniture covering.




2.
 
used in reference to an intricate or complex combination of things or sequence of events




•
 
a tapestry of cultures, races, and customs.














II.
 
derivatives





tapestried






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tapisserie

 , from 
tapissier

 ‘tapestry worker’ or 
tapisser

 ‘to carpet,’ from 
tapis

 ‘carpet, tapis.’





tapestry moth






noun




another term for carpet moth
 .













tapetum

 
/təˈpēdəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a reflective layer of the choroid in the eyes of many animals, causing them to shine in the dark.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
tapete

 ‘carpet.’





tapeworm

 
/ˈtāpˌwərm/






noun




a parasitic flatworm, the adult of which lives in the intestine of humans and other vertebrates. It has a long ribbonlike body with many segments that can become independent, and a small head bearing hooks and suckers.

[Class 
Cestoda

 , phylum 
Platyhelminthes

 .]













taphonomy

 
/təˈfänəmē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of paleontology that deals with the processes of fossilization.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
taphonomic

 
/ˌtafəˈnämik /






adjective













2.
 
taphonomist

 
/-mist /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
taphos

 ‘grave’ + -nomy
 .





tap-in






noun

 — , &


1.
 


[chiefly Golf]

 
[Soccer]

 
[Basketball]

 a relatively easy, close-range putt, shot, or tap of the ball into the goal or hole.













tapioca

 
/ˌtapēˈōkə/





I.
 
noun




a starchy substance in the form of hard white grains, obtained from cassava and used in cooking puddings and other dishes.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Tupi-Guarani 
tipioca

 , from 
tipi

 ‘dregs’ + 
og

 , 
ok

 ‘squeeze out.’





tapioca milk tea






noun




another term for bubble tea
 .













tapir

 
/ˈtāpər/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal hoofed mammal with a stout body, sturdy limbs, and a short flexible proboscis, native to the forests of tropical America and Malaysia.

[Family 
Tapiridae

 and genus 
Tapirus

 : four species, including the black and white 
Malayan tapir

 (
T. indicus

 ) and the reddish-brown or black 
mountain tapir

 (
T. pinchaque

 ), which is the smallest tapir.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Spanish and Portuguese from Tupi 
tapyra

 .





tapis

 
/ˈtapē, ˈtapis, täˈpē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a tapestry or richly decorated cloth, used as a hanging or a covering for something.











– origin

 French, from Old French 
tapiz

 , via late Latin from Greek 
tapētion

 , diminutive of 
tapēs

 ‘tapestry.’





tapotement

 
/təˈpōtmənt/





I.
 
noun




rapid and repeated striking of the body as a technique in massage.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, from 
tapoter

 ‘to tap.’





tap pants





I.
 
plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pair of brief lingerie shorts, usually worn with a camisole top.











– origin

 so named because such shorts were formerly worn for tap dancing.





Tappan Zee

 
/ˌtapən ˈzē/






a broadening of the Hudson River in southeastern New York, near the village of Tarrytown.









tappet

 
/ˈtapət/





I.
 
noun




a lever or projecting part on a machine that intermittently makes contact with a cam or other part so as to give or receive motion.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: apparently an irregular diminutive of tap
 2
 .





tapping

 
/ˈtapiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of a person or thing that taps.




2.
 
a sound made by this.













taproom

 
/ˈtapˌro͞om ˈtapˌro͝om/






noun




a room in which alcoholic drinks, especially beer, are available on tap; a bar in a hotel or inn.













taproot

 
/ˈtapˌro͞ot/






noun




a straight tapering root growing vertically downward and forming the center from which subsidiary rootlets spring.













tap shoe






noun




a shoe with a specially hardened sole or attached metal plates at toe and heel to make a tapping sound in tap dancing.














tapster

 
/ˈtapstər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a person who draws and serves alcoholic drinks at a bar.











– origin

 Old English 
tæppestre

 , denoting a woman serving ale (see tap
 1
 , -ster
 ).





tap water






noun




water from a piped supply.













taqueria

 
/ˌtäkəˈrēə, ˌtak-/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a Mexican restaurant specializing in tacos.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish.





taquito

 
/təˈkēdō/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a Mexican dish consisting of a small tortilla that is rolled around a filling of meat and cheese and then deep-fried.




•
 
the fantastic taquitos and burritos have made this family-run establishment a favorite for three generations.

















– origin

 American Spanish, diminutive of taco
 .






tar1


 
/tär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dark, thick, flammable liquid distilled from wood or coal, consisting of a mixture of hydrocarbons, resins, alcohols, and other compounds. It is used in roadmaking and for coating and preserving timber.




2.
 
a resinous substance formed by burning tobacco or other material


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
high-tar cigarettes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
tarred

 )


1.
 
cover (something) with tar




•
 
a newly tarred road.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beat (or whale) the tar out of








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 beat or thrash severely.









2.
 
tar and feather






smear with tar and then cover with feathers as a punishment.









3.
 
tar people with the same brush






consider specified people to have the same faults.















– origin

 Old English 
teru

 , 
teoru

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
teer

 , German 
Teer

 , and perhaps ultimately to tree
 .





tar2


 
/tär/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a sailor.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of tarpaulin
 , also used as a nickname for a sailor at this time.






Tarabulus al-Gharb

 
/təˌräbələs alˈɡärb/






Arabic name for Tripoli
 (
sense

 1).










Tarabulus ash-Sham

 
/təˈräbələs aSHˈSHam/






Arabic name for Tripoli
 (
sense

 2).









taradiddle

 
/ˈterəˌdidl /

 
tarradiddle





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a petty lie.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 pretentious nonsense.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: perhaps related to diddle
 .





Tarahumara

 
/ˌtärəho͞oˈmärə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of northwestern Mexico.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Tarahumara.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tarahumara or their language.











– origin

 Spanish from Tarahumara 
rarámuri

 .





taramasalata

 
/ˌtärəməsəˈlädə /

 
tarama





I.
 
noun




a pinkish paste or dip made from the roe of certain fish, mixed with olive oil and seasoning.











– origin

 from modern Greek 
taramas

 ‘roe’ (from Turkish 
tarama

 , denoting a preparation of soft roe or red caviar) + 
salata

 ‘salad.’






tarantella

 
/ˌterənˈtelə /

 
tarantelle





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rapid whirling dance originating in southern Italy.




2.
 
a piece of music written in fast 6/8 time in the style of this dance.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: Italian, from the name of the seaport Taranto
 ; so named because it was thought to be a cure for tarantism, the victim dancing the tarantella until exhausted. See also tarantula
 .





Tarantino, Quentin

 
/ˌtarənˈtēnō/






(1963–), US movie director, screenwriter, and actor; full name 
Quentin Jerome Tarantino

 . His screenplays for 
Reservoir Dogs

 (1992) and 
Pulp Fiction

 (1994) aroused controversy for their amorality and violence but also won admiration for their wit and style.










tarantism

 
/ˈterənˌtizəm/





I.
 
noun




a psychological illness characterized by an extreme impulse to dance, prevalent in southern Italy from the 15th to the 17th century, and widely believed at the time to have been caused by the bite of a tarantula.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
tarantismo

 , from the name of the seaport Taranto
 , after which the tarantula is also named. Compare with tarantella
 .






Taranto

 
/ˈtärənˌtō, təˈrantō/






a seaport and naval base in southeastern Italy; pop. 194,021 (2008).










tarantula

 
/təˈran(t)SHələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large hairy spider found chiefly in tropical and subtropical America, some kinds of which are able to catch small lizards, frogs, and birds.

[Family 
Theraphosidae

 , suborder 
Mygalomorphae

 : numerous species.]




2.
 
a large black wolf spider of southern Europe whose bite was formerly believed to cause tarantism.

[
Lycosa tarentula

 , family 
Lycosidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Old Italian 
tarantola

 ‘tarantula,’ from the name of the seaport Taranto
 . Compare with tarantella
 and tarantism
 .





tarantula hawk






noun




a large spider-hunting wasp of the southwestern US.

[Genus 
Pepsis

 , family 
Pompilidae

 .]













Tarascan

 
/təˈraskən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of a mountainous area in Michoacán, Mexico.




2.
 
the language of the Tarascan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tarascan or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Tarasco

 (a Meso-American Indian language of Mexico) + -an
 .





Tarawa

 
/təˈräwə, ˈtarəˌwä/






an atoll in the South Pacific Ocean, one of the Gilbert Islands in Kiribati; pop. 45,989 (2005). Bairiki, Kiribati's capital, is located here.









taraxacum

 
/təˈraksəkəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any plant of the genus 
Taraxacum

 (daisy family), including the dandelion.




2.
 
a preparation of the dried roots of this, used medicinally.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from medieval Latin 
altaraxacon

 , via Arabic from Persian 
talḵ

 ‘bitter’ + 
čaḵūḵ

 ‘purslane.’





tar baby





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a difficult problem that is only aggravated by attempts to solve it.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 
‹offensive›

 a contemptuous term for a black person.











– origin

 with allusion to the doll smeared with tar as a trap for Brer Rabbit, in J. C. Harris's 
Uncle Remus

 . / 
usage:

 The term 
tar baby

 is most commonly used to refer to a difficult problem that is only aggravated by attempts to solve it, alluding to an incident in Joel Chandler Harris's 
Uncle Remus

 (1881). The use as a racial slur arose by the 1940s, and because of its highly offensive nature, the original meaning is now often regarded as offensive by association.





tar ball






noun




a lump of solidified crude oil found in or on the sea, or washed up on shore.













Tarbell, Ida Minerva

 
/ˈtärbəl/






(1857–1944), US writer. A leader of the muckraking movement, she was a writer for 
McClure's

 magazine 1896–1904 and for 
American

 magazine 1906–15. Her books include the exposé 
The History of the Standard Oil Company

 (1904) and 
The Business of Being a Woman

 (1912).









tarboosh

 
/tärˈbo͞oSH/





I.
 
noun




a man's cap similar to a fez, typically of red felt with a tassel at the top.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Egyptian Arabic 
ṭarbūš

 , based on Persian 
sarpūš

 , from 
sar

 ‘head’ + 
pūš

 ‘cover.’





tarbrush

 
/ˈtärˌbrəSH/






noun

 — (
the tarbrush

 )


1.
 


‹offensive›

 black or Indian ancestry.













Tardigrada

 
/tärˈdiɡrədə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a small phylum that comprises the water bears.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
tardigradus

 , from 
tardus

 ‘slow’ + 
gradi

 ‘to walk.’





tardigrade

 
/ˈtärdəˌɡrād/






noun






[Zoology]

 a minute animal of the phylum 
Tardigrada

 ; a water bear.













tardiness

 
/ˈtärdēnəs/






noun




the quality or fact of being late; lateness




•
 
forgive my tardiness, I had some very important business to attend to.



















Tardis

 
/ˈtärdis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a time machine.




2.
 
a building or container that is larger inside than it appears to be from outside.











– origin

 the name (said to be an acronym from 
time and relative dimensions in space

 ) of a time machine that had the exterior of a police telephone box in the British TV science fiction series 
Doctor Who

 , first broadcast in 1963.





tardive dyskinesia

 
/ˌtärdiv ˌdiskəˈnēZH(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a neurological disorder characterized by involuntary movements of the face and jaw.











– origin

 1960s: 
tardive

 from French 
tardif

 , 
tardive

 (see tardy
 ).






tardy

 
/ˈtärdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
delaying or delayed beyond the right or expected time; late




•
 
please forgive this tardy reply.










2.
 
slow in action or response; sluggish.








II.
 
derivatives





tardily

 
/ˈtärd(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
tardif

 , 
-ive

 , from Latin 
tardus

 ‘slow.’






tare1


 
/ter/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vetch, especially the common vetch.




2.
 
(
tares

 )
 — (in biblical use) an injurious weed resembling wheat when young (Matt. 13:24–30).











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





tare2


 
/ter/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an allowance made for the weight of the packaging in order to determine the net weight of goods.




2.
 
the weight of a motor vehicle, railroad car, or aircraft without its fuel or load.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, literally ‘deficiency, tare,’ from medieval Latin 
tara

 , based on Arabic 
ṭaraḥa

 ‘reject, deduct.’





targa

 
/ˈtärɡə/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a type of convertible sports car with hood or panel that can be removed, especially leaving a central roll bar for passenger safety




•
 
a targa roof.

















– origin

 Italian, literally ‘shield,’ given as a name to a model of Porsche with a detachable hood (1965), probably suggested by the 
Targa Florio

 (‘Florio Shield’), a motor time trial held annually in Sicily.






targe

 
/tärj/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for target
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 Old English 
targa

 , 
targe

 , of Germanic origin; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
targe

 .





target

 
/ˈtärɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, object, or place selected as the aim of an attack.




2.
 
a mark or point at which someone fires or aims, especially a round or rectangular board marked with concentric circles used in archery or shooting.




3.
 
an objective or result toward which efforts are directed




•
 
the car met its sales target in record time.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 an idealization of the articulation of a speech sound, with reference to which actual utterances can be described.




5.
 
a person or thing against whom criticism or abuse is or may be directed.




6.
 


‹historical›

 a small, round shield or buckler.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be targeted

 )


1.
 
select as an object of attention or attack




•
 
two men were targeted by the attackers.










2.
 
aim or direct (something)




•
 
a significant nuclear capability targeted on the US.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on target





a.
 
so as to hit or achieve the thing aimed at




•
 
McGrath was on target with a header




•
 
the new police station is on target for a June opening.










b.
 
accurately described or forecast; correct




•
 
the film is remarkably on target in its depiction of the English settlers' attitudes toward the New World




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
his on-target observations.















2.
 
off target





a.
 
so as to miss or fail to achieve the thing aimed at




•
 
his shot was off-target




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
two off-target bombs.










b.
 
not accurately described or predicted; incorrect




•
 
the original estimate was off target.


















IV.
 
derivatives





targetable

 
/ˈtärɡədəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): diminutive of targe
 . The noun came to denote various round objects. The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





target audience






noun




a particular group at which a film, book, advertising campaign, etc., is aimed




•
 
his stated target audience is children




•
 
I realize that I am not the intended target audience for the film.



















target cell






noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 a cell that bears receptors for a hormone, drug, or other signaling molecule, or is the focus of contact by a virus, phagocyte, nerve fiber, etc.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal form of red blood cell that appears as a dark ring surrounding a dark central spot, typical of certain kinds of anemia.














target language

 
/ˈtärɡət ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun



1.
 
the language into which a text, document, or speech is translated.




2.
 
a foreign language that a person intends to learn.













target market






noun




a particular group of consumers at which a product or service is aimed




•
 
schools are a key target market for the apps




•
 
the film is going to be huge with its target market.



















target of opportunity






noun



1.
 
an object to which effort or study is diverted as soon as it becomes known.




•
 
every difference between cancerous and normal cells is a potential target of opportunity for new drug discovery.










2.
 
a military target that is attacked while in pursuit of another.














target organ






noun






[Physiology]

 
[Medicine]

 a specific organ on which a hormone, drug, or other substance acts.













Targum

 
/ˈtärˌɡo͝om, -ˌɡo͞om/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Aramaic paraphrase or interpretation of the Hebrew Bible, of a type made from about the 1st century 
AD

 when Hebrew was declining as a spoken language.











– origin

 from Aramaic 
targūm

 ‘interpretation.’





Tar Heel State






a nickname for the state of North Carolina
 .









tariff

 
/ˈterəf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tax or duty to be paid on a particular class of imports or exports.




2.
 
a list of taxes on imports or exports.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a list of the fixed charges made by a business, especially for use of gas, electricity, or a mobile phone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fix the price of (something) according to a tariff




•
 
these services are tariffed by volume.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also denoting an arithmetical table): via French from Italian 
tariffa

 , based on Arabic 
῾arrafa

 ‘notify.’





Tarim

 
/täˈrēm/






a river in northwestern China, in Xinjiang autonomous region. It rises as the Yarkand in the Kunlun Shan mountains and flows for over 1,250 miles (2,000 km) east through the dry Tarim Basin, petering out in the Lop Nor depression. For much of its course, the river follows no clearly defined bed and is subject to much evaporation.









tariqa

 
/təˈrēkə /

 
tariqat





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Sufi doctrine or path of spiritual learning.




2.
 
a Sufi missionary.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ṭarīḳa

 ‘manner, way, creed.’





Tarkington, Booth

 
/ˈtärkiNGtən/






(1869–1946), US writer; full name 
Newton Booth Tarkington

 . His novels include 
The Magnificent Ambersons

 (1918) and 
Alice Adams

 (1921). He is also known for his young adult novels such as 
Penrod

 (1914) and 
Seventeen

 (1916).









Tarkovsky, Andrei

 
/tärˈkôfskē/






(1932–86), Russian movie director; full name 
Andrei Arsenevich Tarkovsky

 . Featuring a poetic and impressionistic style, his movies include 
Ivan's Childhood

 (1962), 
Solaris

 (1972), and 
The Sacrifice

 (1986), which won the special grand prize at Cannes.









tarlatan

 
/ˈtärlətn/





I.
 
noun




a thin, starched, open-weave muslin fabric, used for stiffening evening gowns.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
tarlatane

 , probably of Indian origin.






Tarmac

 
/ˈtärˌmak/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
tarmac

 ) ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 material used for surfacing roads or other outdoor areas, consisting of crushed rock mixed with tar.




2.
 
(
the tarmac

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a runway or other area surfaced with tarmac.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of tarmacadam
 .






tarmacadam

 
/ˈtärməˌkadəm/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for Tarmac
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tarmacadamed






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tar
 1
 + macadam
 .





tarn

 
/tärn/





I.
 
noun




a small mountain lake.











– origin

 Middle English (originally northern English dialect): from Old Norse 
tjǫrn

 .





Tarn

 
/tärn/






a river in southern France that rises in the Cévennes and flows 235 miles (380 km) southwest through deep gorges before meeting the Garonne River northwest of Toulouse.









tarnation

 
/tärˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun, exclamation






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used as a euphemism for “damnation.”











– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration.





tarnish

 
/ˈtärniSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
lose or cause to lose luster, especially as a result of exposure to air or moisture


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
silver tarnishes too easily




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
lemon juice would tarnish the gilded metal.










2.
 
make or become less valuable or respected


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his regime had not been tarnished by human rights abuses.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
dullness of color; loss of brightness.




2.
 
a film or stain formed on an exposed surface of a mineral or metal.




3.
 
damage or harm done to something.








III.
 
derivatives





tarnishable

 
/ˈtärnəSHəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from French 
terniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
ternir

 , from 
terne

 ‘dark, dull.’





tarnished plant bug






noun




either of two brownish mirid bugs that are pests of numerous fruits, vegetables, and other crops.

[
Lygus lineolaris

 (in North America) and 
Lygus rugulipennis

 (in Europe).]














taro

 
/ˈterō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical Asian plant of the arum family that has edible starchy corms and edible fleshy leaves, especially a variety with a large central corm grown as a staple in the Pacific.

[
Colocasia esculenta

 var. 
esculenta

 , family 
Araceae

 .]




2.
 
the corm of the taro plant.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of Polynesian origin.





tarot

 
/ˈterō/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Tarot

 )


1.
 
playing cards, traditionally a pack of 78 with five suits, used for fortune-telling and (especially in Europe) in certain games. The suits are typically swords, cups, coins (or pentacles), batons (or wands), and a permanent suit of trump.




2.
 
a card game played with tarot cards.




3.
 
a tarot card.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
tarocchi

 , of unknown origin.





tarp

 
/tärp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a tarpaulin sheet or cover.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





tarpan

 
/ˈtärpan/





I.
 
noun




a grayish wild horse that was formerly common in eastern Europe and western Asia, exterminated in 1919.

[
Equus caballus gomelini

 , family 
Equidae

 .]











– origin

 Kyrgyz.





tarpaper

 
/ˈtärˌpāpər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a heavy paper impregnated with tar and used as a waterproofing material in building.














tarpaulin

 
/tärˈpôlən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
heavy-duty waterproof cloth, originally of tarred canvas.




2.
 
a sheet or covering of this.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a sailor's tarred or oilskin hat.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a sailor.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably from tar
 1
 + pall
 1
 + -ing
 1
 .





Tarpeia

 
/tärˈpēə/






one of the Vestal Virgins, the daughter of a commander of the Capitol in ancient Rome. According to legend she betrayed the citadel to the Sabines in return for whatever they wore on their arms, hoping to receive their golden bracelets; however, the Sabines killed her by throwing their shields onto her.









tar pit






noun



1.
 
a hollow in which natural tar accumulates by seepage.




2.
 
a complicated or difficult situation or problem




•
 
the tar pit of municipal poverty.



















tarpon

 
/ˈtärpən/





I.
 
noun




a large tropical marine fish of herringlike appearance.

[Two species in the family 
Megalopidae

 : 
Tarpon atlanticus

 , a prized Atlantic game fish, and 
Megalops cyprinoides

 of the Indo-Pacific.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Dutch 
tarpoen

 , perhaps from a Central American language.






Tarquinius

 
/tärˈkwinēəs/





I.
 
the name of two semilegendary Etruscan kings of ancient Rome; anglicized name 
Tarquin

 .




II.
 


Tarquinius Priscus

 , reigned 
c.

 616–
c.

 578 
BC

 ; full name 
Lucius Tarquinius Priscus

 . According to tradition he was murdered by the sons of the previous king.




III.
 


Tarquinius Superbus

 , reigned 
c.

 534–
c.

 510 
BC

 ; full name 
Lucius Tarquinius Superbus

 ; known as 
Tarquin the Proud

 . According to tradition he was the son or grandson of Tarquinius Priscus. Noted for his cruelty, he was expelled from the city, and the republic was founded.









tarragon

 
/ˈterəɡən/





I.
 
noun




a perennial plant of the daisy family, with narrow aromatic leaves that are used as a culinary herb.

[
Artemisia dracunculus

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: representing medieval Latin 
tragonia

 and 
tarchon

 , perhaps from an Arabic alteration of Greek 
drakōn

 ‘dragon’ (by association with 
drakontion

 ‘green dragon’).





tarragon vinegar






noun




a culinary seasoning made by steeping the young shoots and leaves of tarragon in wine vinegar.













Tarrasa

 
/təˈräsə /

 
Terrassa






an industrial city in Catalonia, in northeastern Spain; pop. 206,245 (2008).









tarry1


 
/ˈtärē/





I.
 
adjective




of, like, or covered with tar




•
 
a length of tarry rope.














II.
 
derivatives





tarriness






noun





















tarry2


 
/ˈterē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 stay longer than intended; delay leaving a place




•
 
she could tarry a bit and not get home until four.














II.
 
derivatives





tarrier






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





tarsal

 
/ˈtärsəl /

 

‹Anatomy Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the tarsus




•
 
the tarsal claws of beetles.














II.
 
noun




a bone of the tarsus.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from tarsus
 + -al
 .





tar sand






noun

 — (often 
tar sands

 )


1.
 


[Geology]

 a deposit of sand impregnated with bitumen.













tarsi

 
/ˈtärsī, -sē/






plural form of tarsus
 .









tarsier

 
/ˈtärsēər/





I.
 
noun




a small insectivorous, tree-dwelling, nocturnal primate with large eyes, a long tufted tail, and long hind limbs, native to the islands of Southeast Asia.

[Family 
Tarsiidae

 and genus 
Tarsius

 , suborder 
Prosimii

 : four species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
tarse

 ‘tarsus,’ with reference to the animal's long tarsal bones.





tarsometatarsus

 
/ˌtärsōˌmedəˈtärsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a long bone in the lower leg of birds and some reptiles, formed by fusion of tarsal and metatarsal structures.








II.
 
derivatives





tarsometatarsal

 
/-ˈtärsəl /






adjective






















tarsus

 
/ˈtärsəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a group of small bones between the main part of the hind limb and the metatarsus in terrestrial vertebrates. The seven bones of the human tarsus form the ankle and upper part of the foot. They are the talus, calcaneus, navicular, and cuboid and the three cuneiform bones.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the shank or tarsometatarsus of the leg of a bird or reptile.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the foot or fifth joint of the leg of an insect or other arthropod, typically consisting of several small segments and ending in a claw.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a thin sheet of fibrous connective tissue that supports the edge of each eyelid.











– origin

 late Middle English: modern Latin, from Greek 
tarsos

 ‘flat of the foot, the eyelid.’





Tarsus

 
/ˈtärsəs/






an ancient city in southern Turkey, now a market town. It is the birthplace of St. Paul.









tart1


 
/tärt/





I.
 
noun




an open pastry case containing a filling.








II.
 
derivatives





tartlet

 
/ˈtärtlət /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a savory pie): from Old French 
tarte

 or medieval Latin 
tarta

 , of unknown origin.





tart2


 
/tärt /

 

‹informal chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a woman who dresses or behaves in a way that is considered tasteless and sexually provocative.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 
‹dated›

 a prostitute




•
 
the tarts were touting for trade.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
tart oneself up

 )


1.
 
dress or make oneself up in order to look attractive or eye-catching.




2.
 
(
tart something up

 )
 — decorate or improve the appearance of something




•
 
the page layouts have been tarted up with cartoons.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: probably an abbreviation of sweetheart
 .





tart3


 
/tärt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sharp or acid in taste




•
 
a tart apple.










2.
 
(of a remark or tone of voice) cutting, bitter, or sarcastic




•
 
I bit back a tart reply.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tartly

 
/ˈtärtlē /






adverb













2.
 
tartness

 
/ˈtärtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
teart

 ‘harsh, severe,’ of unknown origin.





tartan1


 
/ˈtärtn/





I.
 
noun




a woolen cloth woven in one of several patterns of plaid, especially of a design associated with a particular Scottish clan.








II.
 
adjective




used allusively in reference to Scotland or the Scots.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally Scots): perhaps from Old French 
tertaine

 , denoting a kind of cloth; compare with 
tartarin

 , a rich fabric formerly imported from the east through Tartary.





tartan2


 
/ˈtärtn/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a lateen-rigged, single-masted ship used in the Mediterranean.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
tartane

 , from Italian 
tartana

 , perhaps from Arabic 
ṭarīda

 .






tartar

 
/ˈtärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard calcified deposit that forms on the teeth and contributes to their decay.




2.
 
a deposit of impure potassium hydrogen tartrate formed during the fermentation of wine.

See also cream of tartar
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tartaric

 
/tärˈterik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via medieval Latin from medieval Greek 
tartaron

 , of unknown origin.





Tartar

 
/ˈtärdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a member of the combined forces of central Asian peoples, including Mongols and Turks, who under the leadership of Genghis Khan conquered much of Asia and eastern Europe in the early 13th century, and under Tamerlane (14th century) established an empire with its capital at Samarkand.

See also Tatar
 .




2.
 
(
tartar

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a harsh, fierce, or intractable person




•
 
“Merciful God! but you're a tartar, miss!” said the sheriff, ruefully.














II.
 
derivatives





Tartarian

 
/ˌtärˈterēən /






adjective



















– origin

 from Old French 
Tartare

 or medieval Latin 
Tartarus

 , alteration (influenced by Tartarus
 ) of Tatar
 .





tartare

 
/tärˈtär/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
(of fish) served raw, typically seasoned and shaped into small cakes.

See also steak tartare
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘Tartar.’





Tartarean

 
/ˌtärˈterēən /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







adjective




relating to or characteristic of Tartarus; hellish and infernal




•
 
Tartarean punishments.



















tartar emetic






noun




a toxic compound used in treating protozoal disease in animals, as a mordant in dyeing, and formerly as an emetic.

[Alternative name: 
potassium antimony tartrate

 ; chem. formula: K(SbO)C4
 H4
 O6
 .]













tartaric acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline organic acid that is present especially in unripe grapes and is used in baking powders and as a food additive.

[A dibasic acid; chem. formula: COOH(CHOH)2
 COOH.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
tartaric

 from obsolete French 
tartarique

 , from medieval Latin 
tartarum

 (see tartar
 ).





tartar sauce

 
/ˈtärdər ˌsôs /

 
tartare sauce






noun




a cold sauce, typically eaten with fish, consisting of mayonnaise mixed with chopped pickles, capers, etc.














Tartarus

 
/ˈtärdərəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
a primeval god, offspring of Chaos.




II.
 
a part of the underworld where the wicked suffered punishment for their misdeeds, especially those such as Ixion and Tantalus who had committed some outrage against the gods.









Tartary

 
/ˈtärdərē/






a historical region of Asia and eastern Europe, especially the high plateau of central Asia and its northwestern slopes, which formed part of the Tartar empire in the Middle Ages.









tarte Tatin

 
/ˌtärt taˈta[N]/





I.
 
noun




a type of upside-down apple tart consisting of pastry baked over slices of fruit arranged in caramelized sugar, served fruit side up after cooking.











– origin

 French, from 
tarte

 ‘tart’ + 
Tatin

 , the surname of the sisters said to have created the dish.





tartrate

 
/ˈtärtrāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt or ester of tartaric acid.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, from 
tartre

 ‘tartar’ + -ate
 1
 .





tartrazine

 
/ˈtärtrəˌzēn, -zin/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a brilliant yellow synthetic dye derived from tartaric acid and used to color food, drugs, and cosmetics.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
tartre

 ‘tartar’ + azo-
 + -ine
 4
 .





Tartuffe

 
/tärˈto͞of/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 
‹humorous›

 a religious hypocrite, or a hypocritical pretender to excellence of any kind.

[from the name of the principal character (a religious hypocrite) in Molière's 
Tartuffe

 (1664).]








II.
 
derivatives





Tartufferie

 
/-ˈto͞ofərē /

 
Tartuffery






noun






















tartufo

 
/tärˈto͞ofō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edible fungus, especially the white truffle.




2.
 
an Italian dessert, containing chocolate, of a creamy mousselike consistency.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘truffle.’





tarty

 
/ˈtärdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a woman) dressed in a sexually provocative manner that is considered to be in bad taste.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 (of clothes) contributing to a sexually provocative appearance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tartily

 
/ˈtärtəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tartiness






noun





















tarweed

 
/ˈtärwēd/






noun




any of a number of American plants of the daisy family with sticky leaves and heavy scent.

[
Madia

 , 
Grindelia

 , 
Hemizonia

 , and related genera, family 
Compositae

 .]













Tarzan

 
/ˈtärˌzan ˈtärzn/





I.
 
a fictitious character created by Edgar Rice Burroughs. Tarzan (Lord Greystoke by birth) is orphaned in West Africa in his infancy and reared by apes in the jungle.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Tarzan

 )
 — a man of great agility and powerful physique.









TAS






abbreviation



1.
 
telephone answering system.




2.
 
true airspeed.













Tas.






abbreviation






(chiefly Austral.)

 Tasmania.













Tasaday

 
/ˈtasəˌdā, təˈsädī/





I.
 
noun




a member of a small group of people living on the Philippine island of Mindanao, formerly said to represent a long-isolated Stone Age people discovered only in the 1960s.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tasaday.











– origin

 apparently from Tasaday 
tau

 ‘person’ + 
sa

 (expressing location) + 
dáya

 ‘inland.’





tasca

 
/ˈtäskə, ˈtas-/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Portugal) a tavern or bar, especially one serving food.











– origin

 Spanish and Portuguese.





Taser

 
/ˈtāzər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a weapon firing barbs attached by wires to batteries, causing temporary paralysis.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fire a Taser at (someone) in order to incapacitate them temporarily.











– origin

 1970s: from the initial letters of 
Tom Swift's electric rifle

 (a fictitious weapon), on the pattern of 
laser

 .





Tashi Lama

 
/ˈtäSHē ˈlämə/






noun




another name for Panchen Lama
 .













Tashkent

 
/ˌtaSHˈkent/






the capital of Uzbekistan, in the northeast part of the country, in the western foothills of the Tien Shan mountains: pop. 2,192,700 (est. 2007). One of the oldest cities in central Asia, it was an important center on the trade route between Europe and the Orient. It became part of the Mongol empire in the 13th century, was captured by the Russians in 1865, and replaced Samarkand as capital of Uzbekistan in 1930.









task

 
/task/





I.
 
noun




a piece of work to be done or undertaken.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tasked

 )


1.
 
assign a piece of work to




•
 
NATO troops are 
tasked with

 separating the warring parties.










2.
 
make great demands on (someone's resources or abilities)




•
 
it tasked his diplomatic skill to effect his departure in safety.














III.
 
phrases





take someone to task






reprimand or criticize someone severely for a fault or mistake.















– origin

 Middle English: from an Old Northern French variant of Old French 
tasche

 , from medieval Latin 
tasca

 , alteration of 
taxa

 , from Latin 
taxare

 ‘censure, charge’ (see tax
 ). An early sense of the verb was ‘impose a tax on.’





taskbar

 
/ˈtaskbär/






noun






[Computing]

 a bar at the edge of the display of a graphical user interface that allows quick access to current or favorite applications




•
 
run multiple programs and quickly switch among them by clicking the appropriate icon on the taskbar.



















task force

 
/ˈtask ˌfôrs/






noun



1.
 
an armed force organized for a special operation.




2.
 
a unit specially organized for a task




•
 
aides say his plans include a task force on hate crimes.



















taskmaster

 
/ˈtaskˌmastər/






noun




a person who imposes a harsh or onerous workload on someone.













Tasman, Abel

 
/ˈtazmən/






(1603–
c.

 1659), Dutch navigator; full name 
Abel Janszoon Tasman

 . Sent in 1642 by Anthony van Diemen (1593–1645), the governor general of the Dutch East Indies, to explore Australian waters, he reached Tasmania (which he named Van Diemen's Land) and New Zealand. He arrived at Tonga and Fiji in 1643.










Tasmania

 
/tazˈmānyə/





I.
 
a state in Australia that consists of the mountainous island of Tasmania itself and several smaller islands; separated from the southeast coast of mainland Australia by the Bass Strait; pop. 497,529 (2008); capital, Hobart. It was known as Van Diemen's Land until 1855.




II.
 
derivatives





Tasmanian

 
/tazˈmānyən /






adjective, noun





















Tasmanian devil

 
/tazˌmānyən ˈdevəl/






noun




a heavily built marsupial with a large head, powerful jaws, and mainly black fur, found only in Tasmania. It is slow-moving and aggressive, feeding mainly on carrion.

[
Sarcophilus harrisii

 , family 
Dasyuridae

 .]














Tasmanian wolf

 
/tazˌmānyən ˈwo͝olf /

 
Tasmanian tiger






noun




another term for thylacine
 .













Tasman Sea

 
/ˌtazmən ˈsē/






an arm of the South Pacific Ocean that lies between Australia and New Zealand.










Tass

 
/tas/





I.
 
the official news agency of the former Soviet Union, renamed ITAR-Tass in 1992.







– origin

 Russian acronym, from 
Telegrafnoe agentstvo Sovetskogo Soyuza

 ‘Telegraphic Agency of the Soviet Union.’





tassel

 
/ˈtasəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tuft of loosely hanging threads, cords, or other material knotted at one end and attached for decoration to home furnishings, clothing, or other items.




2.
 
the tufted head of some plants, especially a flower head with prominent stamens at the top of a cornstalk.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
tasseled

 )
 — provide with a tassel or tassels




•
 
a tasseled tablecloth.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of corn or other plants) form tassels.











– origin

 Middle English (also denoting a clasp for a cloak): from Old French 
tassel

 ‘clasp,’ of unknown origin.





tasso

 
/ˈtäsō/





I.
 
noun




spicy cured pork cut into strips.











– origin

 perhaps from Spanish 
tasajo

 ‘slice of dried meat.’






taste

 
/tāst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sensation of flavor perceived in the mouth and throat on contact with a substance




•
 
the wine had a fruity taste.










2.
 
the faculty of perceiving taste




•
 
birds do not have a highly developed sense of taste.










3.
 
a small portion of food or drink taken as a sample




•
 
try a taste of Gorgonzola.










4.
 
a brief experience of something, conveying its basic character




•
 
it was his first taste of serious action.










5.
 
a person's liking for particular flavors




•
 
this pudding is too sweet for my taste.










6.
 
a person's tendency to like and dislike certain things




•
 
he found the aggressive competitiveness of the profession was not 
to his taste

 .










7.
 
(
taste for

 )
 — a liking for or interest in (something)




•
 
have you lost your taste for fancy restaurants?










8.
 
the ability to discern what is of good quality or of a high aesthetic standard




•
 
she has awful 
taste in

 literature.










9.
 
conformity or failure to conform with generally held views concerning what is offensive or acceptable




•
 
that's a joke 
in

 very bad 
taste

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perceive or experience the flavor of




•
 
she had never tasted ice cream before.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have a specified flavor


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the spinach tastes delicious.










3.
 
sample or test the flavor of (food or drink) by taking it into the mouth




•
 
the waiter poured some wine for him to taste.










4.
 
eat or drink a small portion of.




5.
 
have experience of




•
 
the team has not yet tasted victory at home.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a bad (or bitter) taste in someone's mouth








‹informal›

 a feeling of distress or disgust following an experience




•
 
this incident has left a bad taste in all our mouths.















2.
 
taste blood






see blood
 .









3.
 
to taste






in the amount needed to give a flavor pleasing to someone eating a dish




•
 
add salt and pepper to taste.





















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘touch’): from Old French 
tast

 (noun), 
taster

 (verb) ‘touch, try, taste,’ perhaps based on a blend of Latin 
tangere

 ‘to touch’ and 
gustare

 ‘to taste.’





taste bud

 
/ˈtās(t) ˌbəd/






noun

 — (usu. 
taste buds

 )


1.
 
any of the clusters of bulbous nerve endings on the tongue and in the lining of the mouth that provide the sense of taste.













tasteful

 
/ˈtās(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




showing good aesthetic judgment or appropriate behavior




•
 
Sarah's modest, tasteful apartment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tastefully

 
/ˈtās(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tastefulness

 
/ˈtās(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















tasteless

 
/ˈtās(t)ləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking flavor.




2.
 
considered to be lacking in aesthetic judgment or to offend against what is regarded as appropriate behavior




•
 
a tasteless joke.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tastelessly

 
/ˈtās(t)ləslē /






adverb













2.
 
tastelessness

 
/ˈtās(t)ləsnəs /






noun





















tastemaker

 
/ˈtāstˌmākər/






noun




a person who decides or influences what is or will become fashionable.













taster

 
/ˈtāstər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person employed to test food or drink for quality by tasting it




•
 
experienced tasters can tell which plantation coffee beans are from.










2.
 
a small cup used by a person tasting wine.




3.
 
an instrument for extracting a small sample from within a cheese.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a small quantity or brief experience of something, intended as a sample; a taste




•
 
the song is a taster for the band's new LP.

















– origin

 late Middle English: in early use from Anglo-Norman French 
tastour

 , from Old French 
taster

 ‘to taste’; later from taste
 + -er
 1
 .





tastevin

 
/ˌtastəˈva[N]/





I.
 
noun




a small, shallow silver cup for tasting wines, of a type used in France.











– origin

 French, literally ‘wine taster.’





-tastic





I.
 
combining form






‹informal›

 forming adjectives denoting someone or something regarded as an extremely good example of their particular type




•
 
poptastic




•
 
funtastic.

















– origin

 1930s: from fantastic
 .





tasting

 
/ˈtāstiNG/






noun




a gathering at which people sample, compare, and evaluate different wines, or other drinks or food




•
 
we did a tasting of over forty of the cheaper champagnes.







See also wine tasting
 .













tasting menu






noun




a type of meal offered in certain restaurants, consisting of sample portions of many different dishes served in several courses for a set price.













tasty

 
/ˈtāstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) having a pleasant, distinct flavor




•
 
a tasty snack.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 very attractive or appealing




•
 
some tasty piano licks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tastily

 
/ˈtāstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tastiness

 
/ˈtāstēnəs /






noun





















tat1


 
/tat/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a decorative mat or edging) by tying knots in thread and using a small shuttle to form lace.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from tatting
 .





tat2


 
/tat/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 tasteless or shoddy clothes, jewelry, or ornaments.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (in the senses ‘rag’ and ‘person in rags’): probably a back-formation from tatty
 .





tat3


 
/tat /

 
tatt






noun






‹informal›

 a tattoo.




•
 
he wants to get his tats removed.



















tat4


 
/tat/






noun

 — (in phrase 
tit for tat

 )


1.
 
see tit
 3
 .













ta-ta

 
/tä ˈtä/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 goodbye.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: of unknown origin; compare with earlier 
da-da

 .





tataki

 
/təˈtäki/





I.
 
noun




(in Japanese cooking) a dish consisting of meat or fish steak, served either raw or lightly seared.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘pounded, minced.’





tatami

 
/təˈtämē /

 
tatami mat





I.
 
noun




a rush-covered straw mat forming a traditional Japanese floor covering.











– origin

 Japanese.






Tatar

 
/ˈtädər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Turkic people living in Tatarstan and various other parts of Russia and Ukraine. They are the descendants of the Tartars who ruled central Asia in the 14th century.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Tatars.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tatars or their language.











– origin

 the Turkic name of a Tartar tribe.





Tatarstan

 
/ˈtätərˌstan, -ˌstän/






an autonomous republic in western Russia, in the valley of the Volga River; pop. 3,755,800 (est. 2009); capital, Kazan.









Tate, Nahum

 
/tāt/






(1652–1715), Irish playwright and poet, resident in London from the 1670s. He was appointed poet laureate in 1692.









tater

 
/ˈtādər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a potato.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration.





Tathagata

 
/təˈtäɡədə/





I.
 
noun




an honorific title of a buddha.











– origin

 from Pali 
Tathāgata

 , from 
tathā

 ‘in that manner’ + 
gata

 ‘gone.’






tathata

 
/ˈtədəˌtä/





I.
 
noun






[Buddhism]

 the ultimate inexpressible nature of all things.

Compare with sunyata
 .











– origin

 Pali, literally ‘true state of things.’





Tati, Jacques

 
/täˈtē/






(1908–82), French movie director and actor; born 
Jacques Tatischeff

 . He introduced the comically inept character Monsieur Hulot in 
Monsieur Hulot's Holiday

 (1953), seen again in movies that included 
Mon oncle

 (1958).









Tatra Mountains

 
/ˌtatrə ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Tatras






a range of mountains in eastern Europe on the Polish–Slovak border, the highest range in the Carpathian Mountains, that rise to 8,710 feet (2,655 m) at Mount Gerlachovsky.









tatsoi

 
/tatˈsoi/





I.
 
noun




a kind of Chinese cabbage with glossy dark green leaves.

[
Brassica rapa

 var. 
rosularis

 .]











– origin

 Chinese 
daat-choi

 , from 
daat-

 ‘sink, fall flat’ + 
choi

 ‘vegetable.’






tattered

 
/ˈtadərd/





I.
 
adjective




old and torn; in poor condition




•
 
an old woman in tattered clothes




•
 


‹figurative›

 the tattered remnants of his dreams.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘dressed in decoratively slashed or jagged clothing’): apparently originally from the noun 
tatter

 ‘scrap of cloth’ + -ed
 1
 ; later treated as a past participle.





tatters

 
/ˈtadərz/





I.
 
plural noun




irregularly torn pieces of cloth, paper, or other material.








II.
 
phrases





in tatters





a.
 


‹informal›

 torn in many places; in shreds




•
 
wallpaper hung in tatters.










b.
 
destroyed; ruined




•
 
the ceasefire was in tatters within hours.





















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the singular meaning ‘scrap of cloth’): from Old Norse 
tǫtrar

 ‘rags.’





tattersall

 
/ˈtadərˌsôl /

 
tattersall check





I.
 
noun




a woolen fabric with a pattern of colored checks and intersecting lines, resembling a tartan.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after 
Tattersalls

 , an English firm of horse auctioneers (named after the horseman Richard 
Tattersall

 (1724–95)), by association with the traditional design of horse blankets.






tatting

 
/ˈtadiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of knotted lace made by hand with a small shuttle, used chiefly for trimming.




2.
 
the process of tatting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






tattle

 
/ˈtadl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 report another's wrongdoing




•
 
he never tattled or told tales




•
 
I would 
tattle on

 her whenever I had hard evidence.










2.
 
gossip idly.








II.
 
noun




gossip; idle talk.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘falter, stammer,’ also ‘make meaningless sounds,’ referring to a small child): from Middle Flemish 
tatelen

 , 
tateren

 , of imitative origin.





tattler

 
/ˈtadlər ˈtatlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who tattles.




2.
 
a migratory sandpiper with mainly gray plumage, breeding in northwestern Canada or eastern Siberia.

[Genus 
Heteroscelus

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : two species, in particular the 
wandering tattler

 (
H. incanus

 ) of Canada, noted for its loud cry.]













tattletale

 
/ˈtadlˌtāl /

 

‹US›







noun




a person, especially a child, who reveals secrets or informs on others; a telltale.













tattoo1


 
/taˈto͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evening drum or bugle signal recalling soldiers to their quarters.




2.
 
an entertainment consisting of music, marching, and the performance of displays and exercises by military personnel.




3.
 
a rhythmic tapping or drumming.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (originally as 
tap-too

 ): from Dutch 
taptoe!

 , literally ‘close the tap (of the cask)!’





tattoo2


 
/taˈto͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (a person or a part of the body) with an indelible design by inserting pigment into punctures in the skin




•
 
his cheek was tattooed with a winged fist.










2.
 
make (an indelible design) on a part of the body by inserting pigment into punctures in the skin




•
 
he has a heart tattooed on his left hand.














II.
 
noun




a design made by tattooing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tattooer

 
/taˈto͞oər /






noun













2.
 
tattooist

 
/taˈto͞oəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Tahitian, Tongan, and Samoan 
ta-tau

 or Marquesan 
ta-tu

 .





tattoo parlor






noun




an establishment in which tattooing is carried out professionally




•
 
many tattoo parlors today double as piercing studios.




















tatty

 
/ˈtadē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 worn and shabby; in poor condition




•
 
the room was furnished in slightly tatty upholstered furniture.










2.
 


‹informal›

 of poor quality




•
 
his gap-toothed smile and tatty haircut.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tattily

 
/ˈtadəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tattiness

 
/ˈtadēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots, in the sense ‘tangled, matted, shaggy’): apparently ultimately related to Old English 
tættec

 ‘rag,’ of Germanic origin; compare with tattered
 .





Tatum, Art

 
/ˈtātəm/






(1910–56), US jazz pianist; full name 
Arthur Tatum, Jr.

 Almost completely blind, he was known for his solo and trio work in the 1930s.









tau

 
/tou tô/






noun



1.
 
the nineteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Τ

 , 
τ

 ), transliterated as ‘t.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Tau

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the nineteenth star in a constellation




•
 
Tau Ceti.










3.
 
(in full 
tau particle

 or 
tau lepton

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 an unstable subatomic particle of the lepton class, with a charge of −1 and a mass roughly 3,500 times that of the electron.













tau cross






noun




a T-shaped cross.













taught

 
/tôt/






past and past participle of teach
 .









tau neutrino






noun






[Physics]

 a neutrino of the type associated with the tau particle.













taunt

 
/tônt/





I.
 
noun




a remark made in order to anger, wound, or provoke someone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provoke or challenge (someone) with insulting remarks




•
 
students began taunting her about her weight.










2.
 
reproach (someone) with something in a contemptuous way




•
 
she had 
taunted

 him 
with

 going to another man.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
taunter

 
/ˈtôn(t)ər /






noun













2.
 
tauntingly

 
/ˈtôn(t)iNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
tant pour tant

 ‘like for like, tit for tat,’ from 
tant

 ‘so much,’ from Latin 
tantum

 , neuter of 
tantus

 . An early use of the verb was ‘exchange banter.’





Taunton

 
/ˈtôn(t)n/






an industrial city in southeastern Massachusetts; pop. 55,702 (est. 2008).









taupe

 
/tōp/





I.
 
noun




gray with a tinge of brown


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a taupe overcoat.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘mole, moleskin,’ from Latin 
talpa

 .





Taupo, Lake

 
/ˈtoupō/






the largest lake of New Zealand, in the center of North Island. The town of Taupo is situated on its northern shore. Maori name 
Taupomoana

 .









Taurean

 
/ˈtôrēən tôˈrēən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Taurus




•
 
let your Taurean stubbornness guide you.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Taurus




•
 
the Taurean often finds it difficult to forget or forgive.



















taurine1


 
/ˈtôrēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a sulfur-containing amino acid important in the metabolism of fats.

[Chem. formula: NH2
 CH2
 CH2
 SO3
 H.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
tauros

 ‘bull’ (because it was originally obtained from ox bile) + -ine
 4
 .





taurine2


 
/ˈtôˌrīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or like a bull.




2.
 
of or relating to bullfighting




•
 
taurine skill.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
taurinus

 , from 
taurus

 ‘bull.’





taurocholic acid

 
/ˌtôrəˈkōlik, -ˈkälik/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an acid formed by the combination of taurine with cholic acid, occurring in bile.








II.
 
derivatives





taurocholate

 
/-ˈkōlāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
tauros

 ‘bull’ + 
kholē

 ‘bile’ + -ic
 .





tauromachy

 
/tôˈräməkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 bullfighting.




2.
 


‹rare›

 a bullfight.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tauromachian

 
/ˌtôrəˈmākēən /






adjective













2.
 
tauromachic

 
/ˌtôrəˈmakik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
tauromakhia

 , from 
tauros

 ‘bull’ + 
makhē

 ‘battle.’





Taurus

 
/ˈtôrəs/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a constellation (the Bull), said to represent a bull with brazen feet that was tamed by Jason. Its many bright stars include Aldebaran (the bull's eye), and it contains the Crab Nebula and the star clusters of the Hyades and the Pleiades.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Tauri

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Tauri.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the second sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters on about April 21.




IV.
 
(
a Taurus

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Taurus.







– origin

 Latin.





Taurus Mountains






a range of mountains in southern Turkey, parallel to the Mediterranean coast. Rising to 12,250 feet (3,734 m) at Mount Aladaë, the range forms the southern edge of the Anatolian plateau.









taut

 
/tôt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
stretched or pulled tight; not slack




•
 
the fabric stays taut without adhesive.










2.
 
(especially of muscles or nerves) tense; not relaxed.




3.
 
(of writing, music, etc.) concise and controlled




•
 
a taut text of only a hundred and twenty pages.










4.
 
(of a ship) having a disciplined and efficient crew.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tauten

 
/ˈtôtn /






verb













2.
 
tautly

 
/ˈtôtlē /






adverb













3.
 
tautness

 
/ˈtôtnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
tought

 ‘distended,’ perhaps originally a variant of tough
 .






tauto-





I.
 
combining form




same




•
 
tautology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
tauto

 , contraction of 
to auto

 ‘the same.’





tautog

 
/tôˈtôɡ, tôˈtäɡ/





I.
 
noun




a grayish-olive edible wrasse (fish) that occurs off the Atlantic coast of North America.

[
Tautoga onitis

 , family 
Labridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Narragansett 
tautauog

 , plural of 
taut

 .





tautology

 
/tôˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the saying of the same thing twice in different words, generally considered to be a fault of style (e.g., 
they arrived one after the other in succession

 ).




2.
 
a phrase or expression in which the same thing is said twice in different words.




3.
 


[Logic]

 a statement that is true by necessity or by virtue of its logical form.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tautological

 
/ˌtôdlˈäjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
tautologically

 
/ˌtôdlˈäjək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
tautologist

 
/-jist /






noun













4.
 
tautologize

 
/tôˈtäləˌjīz /






verb













5.
 
tautologous

 
/-ɡəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek, from 
tautologos

 ‘repeating what has been said,’ from 
tauto-

 ‘same’ + 
-logos

 (see -logy
 ).





tautomer

 
/ˈtôdəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 each of two or more isomers of a compound that exist together in equilibrium, and are readily interchanged by migration of an atom or group within the molecule.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tautomeric

 
/ˌtôtəˈmerik /






adjective













2.
 
tautomerism

 
/tôˈtäməˌrizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of tauto-
 ‘same’ and isomer
 .





tautonym

 
/ˈtôdəˌnim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 a scientific name in which the same word is used for both genus and species, for example 
Vulpes vulpes

 (the red fox).




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Linguistics]

 a word that designates different objects or concepts in different dialects (e.g., 
corn

 is 
wheat

 in England and 
oats

 in Scotland).








II.
 
derivatives





tautonymy

 
/tôˈtänəmē /






noun





















Tavel

 
/täˈvel/






noun




a fine rosé wine produced at Tavel in the south of France.














tavern

 
/ˈtavərn/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an establishment for the sale of beer and other drinks to be consumed on the premises, sometimes also serving food.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
taverne

 , from Latin 
taberna

 ‘hut, tavern.’ Compare with tabernacle
 .





taverna

 
/təˈvərnə/





I.
 
noun




a small Greek restaurant or cafe.











– origin

 modern Greek, from Latin 
taberna

 (see tavern
 ).






taw1


 
/tô/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (hide) into leather without the use of tannin, especially by soaking it in a solution of alum and salt.








II.
 
derivatives





tawer

 
/tôr /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tawian

 ‘prepare raw material for use or further processing,’ of Germanic origin; related to tool
 .





taw2


 
/tô/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large marble.




2.
 
a game of marbles.




3.
 
a line from which players throw marbles.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





tawdry

 
/ˈtôdrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showy but cheap and of poor quality




•
 
tawdry jewelry.










2.
 
sordid or unpleasant




•
 
the tawdry business of politics.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 cheap and gaudy finery.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tawdrily

 
/-drəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tawdriness

 
/ˈtôdrēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: short for 
tawdry lace

 , a fine silk lace or ribbon worn as a necklace in the 16th–17th centuries, contraction of 
St. Audrey's lace

 : 
Audrey

 was a later form of 
Etheldrida

 (died 679), patron saint of Ely, England, where tawdry laces, along with cheap imitations and other cheap finery, were traditionally sold at a fair.






tawny

 
/ˈtônē/





I.
 
adjective




of an orange-brown or yellowish-brown color




•
 
tawny eyes.














II.
 
noun




an orange-brown or yellowish-brown color




•
 
pine needles turning from tawny to amber.














III.
 
derivatives





tawniness

 
/ˈtônēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tane

 , from 
tan

 ‘tanbark’; related to tan
 1
 .






tawny owl

 
/ˈtônē oul/






noun




a common Eurasian owl with either reddish-brown or gray plumage and a quavering hoot.

[
Strix aluco

 , family 
Strigidae

 .]













tawny port






noun




a port wine made from a blend of several vintages matured in wood.













tawse

 
/tôz /

 
taws





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 a thong with a slit end, formerly used in schools for punishing children.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a whip for driving a spinning top): apparently the plural of obsolete 
taw

 ‘tawed leather,’ from taw
 1
 .






tax

 
/taks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a compulsory contribution to state revenue, levied by the government on workers' income and business profits or added to the cost of some goods, services, and transactions.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a strain or heavy demand




•
 


a

 heavy 
tax on

 the reader's attention.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impose a tax on (someone or something)




•
 
hardware and software is 
taxed at

 7.5 percent.










2.
 
make heavy demands on (someone's powers or resources)




•
 
she knew that the ordeal to come would tax all her strength.










3.
 
confront (someone) with a fault or wrongdoing




•
 
why are you 
taxing

 me 
with

 these preposterous allegations?










4.
 


[Law]

 examine and assess (the costs of a case).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
taxable

 
/ˈtaksəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
taxer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘estimate or determine the amount of a penalty or damages,’ surviving 
sense

 4 
of the

 verb): from Old French 
taxer

 , from Latin 
taxare

 ‘to censure, charge, compute,’ perhaps from Greek 
tassein

 ‘fix.’





taxa

 
/ˈtaksə/






plural form of taxon
 .









tax allowance






noun




a sum to be deducted from gross income in the calculation of taxable income.













tax-and-spend





I.
 
noun




a policy, usually associated with the political left, of increasing taxes in order to fund an increase in government spending


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
they remain committed to their tax-and-spend philosophy.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
implement a policy of raising taxes in order to increase spending




•
 
you can't tax-and-spend your way to prosperity.














III.
 
derivatives





tax-and-spender






noun





















taxation

 
/takˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the levying of tax.




2.
 
money paid as tax.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘the assessment of a penalty or damages’; compare with tax
 ): via Old French from Latin 
taxatio(n-)

 , from 
taxare

 ‘to censure, charge.’






tax avoidance

 
/taks əˈvoidns/






noun




the arrangement of one's financial affairs to minimize tax liability within the law.

Compare with tax evasion
 .













tax bracket

 
/taks ˈbrakət/






noun






[Economics]

 a range of incomes taxed at a given rate.













tax break

 
/ˈtaks ˌbrāk/






noun






‹informal›

 a tax concession or advantage allowed by a government.













tax credit






noun




an amount of money that can be offset against a tax liability.














tax-deductible

 
/ˈˌtaks dəˈdəktəbəl/






adjective




able to be deducted from taxable income when calculating income tax due.














tax evasion

 
/ˈtaks əˌvāZHən/






noun




the illegal nonpayment or underpayment of tax.

Compare with tax avoidance
 .













tax exile






noun




a person with a high income or considerable wealth who chooses to live in a country or area with low tax rates.













tax-free

 
/ˈˌtaks ˈfrē/






adjective, adverb




(of goods, income, etc.) exempt from tax


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a tax-free lump sum




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
your return is paid to you tax-free.



















tax haven

 
/ˈtaks ˌhāvən/






noun




a country or independent area where taxes are levied at a low rate.













taxi

 
/ˈtaksē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for taxicab
 .




2.
 
a boat or other means of transportation used to convey passengers in return for payment of a fare.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an aircraft) move slowly along the ground before takeoff or after landing




•
 
the plane taxis up to a waiting limousine.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pilot) cause (an aircraft) to move slowly along the ground




•
 
he taxied it to the very end of the airstrip.










3.
 
take a taxi as a means of transport




•
 
I would taxi home and sleep till eight.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of 
taxicab

 or 
taximeter cab

 (see taximeter
 ).






taxicab

 
/ˈtaksēˌkab/





I.
 
noun




a car licensed to transport passengers in return for payment of a fare, usually fitted with a taximeter.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: shortened form of 
taximeter cab

 .





taxi dancer






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a dancing partner available for a fee.













taxidermist

 
/ˈtaksəˌdərməst/






noun




a person who practices taxidermy.













taxidermy

 
/ˈtaksəˌdərmē/





I.
 
noun




the art of preparing, stuffing, and mounting the skins of animals with lifelike effect.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
taxidermal

 
/ˌtaksəˈdərm(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
taxidermic

 
/ˌtaksəˈdərmik /






adjective













3.
 
taxidermically

 
/ˌtaksəˈdərmik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
taxis

 ‘arrangement’ + 
derma

 ‘skin.’






taximeter

 
/ˈtaksēˌmēdər/





I.
 
noun




a device used in taxicabs that automatically records the distance traveled and the fare payable.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
taximètre

 , from 
taxe

 ‘tariff,’ from the verb 
taxer

 ‘to tax’ + 
-mètre

 ‘(instrument) measuring.’





taxing

 
/ˈtaksiNG/






adjective




physically or mentally demanding




•
 
they find the work too taxing.




















taxis

 
/ˈtaksəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Surgery]

 the restoration of displaced bones or organs by manual pressure alone.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a motion or orientation of a cell, organism, or part in response to an external stimulus.

Compare with kinesis
 .




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 the systematic arrangement of linguistic units (phonemes, morphemes, words, phrases, or clauses) in linear sequence.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (
sense

 1): from Greek, literally ‘arrangement,’ from 
tassein

 ‘arrange.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the late 19th cent.





taxi squad






noun






[Football]

 a group of players who take part in practices and may be called on as reserves for the team.













taxi stand

 


‹Brit.›

 taxi rank






noun




a place where taxicabs park while waiting to be engaged.













taxiway

 
/ˈtaksēˌwā/






noun




a route along which an aircraft can taxi when moving to or from a runway.













tax loss






noun






[Economics]

 a loss that can be offset against taxable profit earned elsewhere or in a different period.













taxman

 
/ˈtaksˌman/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a collector of taxes.




2.
 
(
the taxman

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 the government department that collects tax




•
 
he denies conspiracy to cheat the taxman.



















Taxol

 
/ˈtaksôl, -säl /

 
taxol





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
‹trademark›

 a compound, originally obtained from the bark of the Pacific yew tree, that has been found to inhibit the growth of certain cancers.











– origin

 1970s: from Latin 
taxus

 ‘yew’ + -ol
 .






taxon

 
/ˈtaksän/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a taxonomic group of any rank, such as a species, family, or class.











– origin

 1920s: back-formation from taxonomy
 .






taxonomy

 
/takˈsänəmē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 the branch of science concerned with classification, especially of organisms; systematics.




2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 the classification of something, especially organisms




•
 
the taxonomy of these fossils.










3.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 a scheme of classification




•
 
a 
taxonomy of

 smells.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
taxonomic

 
/ˌtaksəˈnämik /






adjective













2.
 
taxonomical

 
/ˌtaksəˈnämikəl /






adjective













3.
 
taxonomically

 
/ˌtaksəˈnämik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
taxonomist

 
/takˈsänəməst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
taxis

 ‘arrangement’ + 
-nomia

 ‘distribution.’





taxpayer

 
/ˈtaksˌpāər/





I.
 
noun




a person who pays taxes.








II.
 
derivatives





taxpaying






adjective





















tax relief






noun




remission of a proportion of income tax normally due on earned income




•
 
tax relief is available on the initial investment.



















tax return

 
/ˈtaks rəˌtərn/






noun




a form on which a taxpayer makes an annual statement of income and personal circumstances, used by the tax authorities to assess liability for tax.













tax shelter

 
/ˈtaks ˌSHeltər/






noun




a financial arrangement made to avoid or minimize taxes.













Tay

 
/tā/






the longest river in Scotland, which flows 120 miles (192 km) east through Loch Tay and enters the North Sea through the Firth of Tay.









Tay, Firth of






the estuary of the Tay River, on the North Sea coast of Scotland.









Taylor

 
/ˈtālər/






a city in southeastern Michigan, southwest of Detroit; pop. 60,619 (est. 2008).









Taylor, Elizabeth






(1932–2011), US actress, born in England. Notable movies include 
National Velvet

 (1944), 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

 (1958), 
Butterfield 8

 (1960), 
Cleopatra

 (1963), and 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

 (1966).









Taylor, James






(1948–) US pop singer and songwriter. His hit songs include 
“You've Got a Friend”

 and 
“Fire and Rain.”

 His albums include 
Sweet Baby James

 and 
Hourglass

 (1997).









Taylor, Lawrence






(1959–), US football player. A linebacker for the New York Giants 1981–93, he was voted the NFL's most valuable player in 1986. He played in ten Pro Bowl games. Football Hall of Fame (1999).









Taylor, Zachary






(1784–1850), 12th president of the US. 1849–50. Long in the military 1808–49, he became a national hero after his victories in the war with Mexico 1846–48. He negotiated the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty of 1850 with Great Britain that stated that any canal built in Central America would be under the joint control of Great Britain and the US. As the last Whig president, he came into conflict with Congress over his desire to admit California to the Union as a free state (without slavery) and died before the problem was resolved.









Taylorism

 
/ˈtāləˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principles or practice of scientific management.








II.
 
derivatives





Taylorist






noun, adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Frederick W. 
Taylor

 (1856–1915), the American engineer who expounded the system, + -ism
 .





Taylor series





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 an infinite sum giving the value of a function 
f(z)

 in the neighborhood of a point 
a

 in terms of the derivatives of the function evaluated at 
a

 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after Brook 
Taylor

 (1685–1731), English mathematician.





Taylorsville

 
/ˈtālərzˌvil/






a city in northwestern Utah, a southwestern suburb of Salt Lake City; pop. 58,785 (est. 2008). It was incorporated as a city in 1995.









tayra

 
/ˈtīrə/





I.
 
noun




a large, agile, tree-dwelling animal of the weasel family, with a short dark coat, native to Central and South America.

[
Eira barbara

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Tupi 
taira

 .





Tay–Sachs disease

 
/ˌtāˈsaks diˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




an inherited metabolic disorder in which certain lipids accumulate in the brain, causing spasticity and death in childhood.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from the names of Warren 
Tay

 (1843–1927), English ophthalmologist, and Bernard 
Sachs

 (1858–1944), American neurologist, who described it in 1881 and 1887, respectively.





tazza

 
/ˈtätsə/





I.
 
noun




a saucer-shaped cup mounted on a foot.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Italian, from Arabic 
ṭasa

 ‘bowl.’





Tb





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element terbium.








II.
 
abbreviation






[Bible]

 Tobit.













TB1


 
/ˌtē ˈbē/






noun



1.
 
short for tuberculosis
 .




2.
 
short for tubercle bacillus
 .













TB2


 
/ˌtē ˈbē/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 terabyte(s).













t.b.






abbreviation




trial balance.













TBA






abbreviation




to be announced (or arranged).













T-back

 
/ˈtēˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a high-cut undergarment or swimsuit having only a thin strip of material passing between the buttocks.




2.
 
a style of back on a bra or bikini top in which the shoulder straps meet a supporting lateral strap below the shoulder blades.













t-ball






noun





tee-ball
 .













T-bar

 
/ˈtē ˌbär/






noun



1.
 
a beam or bar shaped like the letter T.




2.
 
(also 
T-bar lift

 )
 — a type of ski lift in the form of a series of inverted T-shaped bars for towing two skiers at a time uphill.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — a T-shaped fastening on a shoe or sandal




•
 
a pair of T-bar sandals.










4.
 
the horizontal line of the letter 
T

 .













TBC

 
t.b.c.






abbreviation




to be confirmed.













TBD






abbreviation




to be determined or decided




•
 
the time is TBD, but we're going to assume it will fall around 7 p.m.



















TBH






abbreviation






‹informal›

 to be honest




•
 
I don't know how I feel about this, TBH.




















Tbilisi

 
/ˌtəbəˈlēsē/






the capital of Georgia; pop. 1,100,000 (est. 2007). From 1845 until 1936, its name was Tiflis.









T-bill






noun






‹informal›

 short for Treasury bill
 .













T-bond

 
/ˈtēˌbônd/






noun






‹informal›

 short for Treasury bond
 .













T-bone

 
/ˈtēˌbōn/





I.
 
noun




a large choice piece of loin steak containing a T-shaped bone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 crash head-on into the side of (another vehicle)




•
 
his car rolled over and was T-boned by an oncoming vehicle.



















tbsp.

 
tbs.






abbreviation



1.
 
tablespoon(s).




2.
 
tablespoonful(s).













Tc






symbol




the chemical element technetium.













TCA






abbreviation





trichloranisole
 .













TCD






abbreviation




Trinity College, Dublin.













TCDD






abbreviation




tetrachlorodibenzoparadioxin (see dioxin
 ).














T cell





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a lymphocyte of a type produced or processed by the thymus gland and actively participating in the immune response.











– origin

 1970s: from 
T

 for 
thymus

 .





tch

 
/CH/






exclamation




used to express irritation, annoyance, or impatience.













Tchaikovsky, Pyotr

 
/CHīˈkôfskē/






(1840–93), Russian composer; full name 
Pyotr Ilich Tchaikovsky

 . His music is characterized by melodiousness and depth of expression and is often melancholy. Notable works include the ballets 
Swan Lake

 (1877) and 
The Nutcracker

 (1892) and the overture 
1812

 (1880).









tchotchke

 
/ˈCHäCHkə /

 
tsatske





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a small object that is decorative rather than strictly functional; a trinket.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 a pretty girl or woman.











– origin

 1960s: Yiddish.





tchr.






abbreviation




teacher.













TCO






abbreviation






[Business]

 total cost of ownership (an estimate of all the direct and indirect costs involved in acquiring and operating a product or system over its lifetime)




•
 
lowering the TCO is a key incentive for enterprises to move existing workloads within the cloud.



















TCP/IP






abbreviation






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 transmission control protocol/Internet protocol, used to govern the connection of computer systems to the Internet.













TD






abbreviation



1.
 
technical drawing.




2.
 


[Football]

 touchdown.




3.
 
Treasury Department.













TDD






abbreviation




telecommunications device for the deaf.













TDN

 
t.d.n.






abbreviation




totally digestible nutrients.













T-dot





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 a name for Toronto
 :




•
 
he spent four years in Montreal before settling in 
the T-dot

 .

















– origin

 1990s: perhaps representing a pronunciation of the first letter and period in the abbreviation T.O.






TDY






abbreviation




temporary duty.













Te






symbol




the chemical element tellurium.














tea

 
/tē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hot drink made by infusing the dried, crushed leaves of the tea plant in boiling water.




2.
 
the dried leaves used to make tea.




3.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a hot drink made from the infused leaves, fruits, or flowers of other plants




•
 
herbal tea




•
 
fruit teas.










4.
 
(also 
tea plant

 )
 — the evergreen shrub or small tree that produces tea leaves, native to South and eastern Asia and grown as a major cash crop.

[
Camellia sinensis

 , family 
Theaceae

 .]




5.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a light afternoon meal consisting typically of tea to drink, sandwiches, and cakes.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 a cooked evening meal.

See also high tea
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably via Malay from Chinese (Min dialect) 
te

 ; related to Mandarin 
chá

 . Compare with char
 3
 .





tea bag






noun




a small porous bag containing tea leaves or powdered tea, onto which boiling water is poured in order to make a drink of tea.













tea ball

 
/tē bôl/






noun




a hollow ball of perforated metal to hold tea leaves, over which boiling water is poured in order to make a drink of tea.














tea caddy

 
/ˈtē ˌkadē/






noun




a small container in which tea is kept for daily use.













teacake

 
/ˈtēˌkāk/






noun






(Brit.)

 a light yeast-raised sweet bun with dried fruit, typically served toasted and buttered.













tea ceremony






noun




an elaborate Japanese ritual of serving and drinking tea, as an expression of Zen Buddhist philosophy.














teach

 
/tēCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 or 
clause

 ]


1.
 
show or explain to (someone) how to do something




•
 
she taught him to read




•
 
he taught me how to ride a bike.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give information about or instruction in (a subject or skill)




•
 
he came one day each week to teach painting




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
she teaches me French.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give such instruction professionally




•
 
she teaches at the local high school.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — encourage someone to accept (something) as a fact or principle




•
 
the philosophy teaches self-control.










5.
 
cause (someone) to learn or understand something by example or experience




•
 
she'd been taught that it paid to be passive




•
 
my upbringing taught me never to be disrespectful to elders.










6.
 


‹informal›

 make (someone) less inclined to do something




•
 
“I'll teach you to mess with young girls!”














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a teacher.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
teach someone a lesson






see lesson
 .









2.
 
teach school








(US)

 be a schoolteacher.















– origin

 Old English 
tǣcan

 ‘show, present, point out,’ of Germanic origin; related to token
 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
deiknunai

 ‘show,’ and Latin 
dicere

 ‘say.’





teachable

 
/ˈtēCHəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) able to learn by being taught.




2.
 
(of a subject) able to be taught.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
teachability

 
/ˌtēCHəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
teachableness

 
/ˈtēCHəbəlnəs /






noun





















teachable moment






noun






(US)

 an event or experience that presents a good opportunity for learning something about a particular aspect of life




•
 
this should be a teachable moment to anyone who thinks that their work computers are not being tracked.



















teacher

 
/ˈtēCHər/





I.
 
noun




a person who teaches, especially in a school.








II.
 
derivatives





teacherly






adjective





















teacherage

 
/ˈtēCHərij/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a house or accommodations provided for a teacher by a school.













teachers college

 
Teachers College






noun




a four-year college with a special curriculum for training primary and secondary school teachers.













tea chest

 
/ˈtē ˌCHest/






noun




a light metal-lined wooden box in which tea is transported.













teach-in

 
/ˈtēCH ˌin/






noun






‹informal›

 an informal lecture and discussion or series of lectures on a subject of public interest.













teaching

 
/ˈtēCHiNG/






noun



1.
 
the occupation, profession, or work of a teacher.




2.
 
(
teachings

 )
 — ideas or principles taught by an authority




•
 
the teachings of the Koran.



















teaching fellow

 
/ˈtēCHiNG ˈfelō ˈfelə/






noun




a postgraduate student who carries out teaching or laboratory duties in return for accommodations, tuition, or expenses.













teaching hospital






noun




a hospital that is affiliated with a medical school, in which medical students receive practical training.













teaching machine






noun




a machine or computer that gives instruction to a student according to a program, reacting to their responses.













tea cozy

 
/ˈtē ˌkōzē/






noun




a thick or padded cover placed over a teapot to keep the tea hot.













teacup

 
/ˈtēˌkəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cup from which tea is drunk.




2.
 
an amount held by this, about 150 ml.








II.
 
derivatives





teacupful

 
/ˈtēˌkəpˌfo͝ol /






noun





















tea dance

 
/tē dans/






noun




an afternoon tea with dancing, originating in 19th-century society.













tea garden

 
/tē ˈɡärdn/






noun



1.
 
a garden in which tea and other refreshments are served to the public.




2.
 
a tea plantation.













Teagarden, Jack

 
/ˈtēˌɡärdn/






(1905–64) US jazz trombonist and singer; full name 
Weldon John Teagarden

 . He had his own big band 1939–46 and then played with Louis Armstrong's All-Stars 1947–51.









tea gown

 
/tē ɡoun/






noun






‹dated›

 a long, loose-fitting dress, typically made of fine fabric and lace-trimmed, worn at afternoon tea and popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.













teahead

 
/ˈtēˌhed/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a habitual user of marijuana.













teahouse

 
/ˈtēhous/






noun




a place serving tea and other refreshments.













teak

 
/tēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
hard durable timber used in shipbuilding and for making furniture.




2.
 
the large deciduous tree native to India and Southeast Asia that yields this timber.

[
Tectona grandis

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Portuguese 
teca

 , from Tamil and Malayalam 
tēkku

 .





teakettle

 
/ˈtēˌkedl/






noun




a metal or plastic vessel with a lid, spout, and handle, used for boiling water.













teal

 
/tēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small freshwater duck, typically with a greenish band on the wing that is most prominent in flight.

[Genus 
Anas

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several species, in particular the common Eurasian and Canadian 
teal

 (
A. crecca

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
teal blue

 )
 — a dark greenish-blue color.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin; related to Dutch 
teling

 .





tea leaf

 
/ˈtē ˌlēf/






noun



1.
 
a dried leaf of tea.




2.
 
(
tea leaves

 )
 — dried leaves of tea after they have been used to make tea or as dregs.













tea-length






adjective




denoting a dress or skirt of a length that falls above the ankle and below the knee.




•
 
a tea-length prom dress was out of the question.



















tea light






noun




a small, squat candle in a metal case, used for decoration or within a stand to keep food or drink warm.














team

 
/tēm/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a group of players forming one side in a competitive game or sport.




2.
 
two or more people working together




•
 


a team of

 researchers




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a team effort.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used before another word to form the name of a real or notional group that supports or favors the person or thing indicated




•
 
are you team Mac or team PC?




•
 
we're totally Team Jenna and can't wait for this delightful show to return.







[from the way in which some national sports teams are named, e.g. 
Team GB

 , 
Team USA

 .]




4.
 
two or more animals, especially horses, harnessed together to pull a vehicle.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
team up

 )
 — come together as a team to achieve a common goal




•
 
he 
teamed up with

 the band to produce the album.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
team something with

 )
 — match or coordinate a garment with (another)




•
 
a pinstripe suit teamed with a crisp white shirt.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — harness (animals, especially horses) together to pull a vehicle




•
 
the horses are teamed in pairs.














III.
 
phrases





take one for the team








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 willingly undertake an unpleasant task or make a personal sacrifice for the collective benefit of one's friends or colleagues




•
 
I took one for the team by naming myself the designated driver.





















– origin

 Old English 
tēam

 ‘team of draft animals,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Zaum

 ‘bridle,’ also to teem
 1
 and tow
 1
 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





team building






noun




the action or process of causing a group of people to work together effectively as a team, especially by means of activities and events designed to increase motivation and promote cooperation




•
 
companies are starting to turn to arts-based training programs as a way of team building and improving morale




•
 
for managerial roles important skills include leadership, team building, project management, and problem solving




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a weekend of team-building exercises.



















teammate

 
/ˈtē(m)ˌmāt/






noun




a fellow member of a team.













team player






noun




a person who plays or works well as a member of a team or group.













team spirit

 
/tēm ˈspirit/






noun




feelings of camaraderie among the members of a group, enabling them to cooperate and work well together.













teamster

 
/ˈtēmstər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a truck driver.




2.
 
a member of the Teamsters Union, including truck drivers, chauffeurs, and warehouse workers.




3.
 
a driver of a team of animals.













team teaching






noun




coordinated teaching by a team of teachers working together.













teamwork

 
/ˈtēmˌwərk/






noun




the combined action of a group of people, especially when effective and efficient.













Teaneck

 
/ˈtēnek/






a township in northeastern New Jersey; pop. 38,662 (est. 2008).









tea oil






noun




an oil resembling olive oil obtained from the seeds of the sasanqua and related plants, used chiefly in China and Japan.













tea party

 
/ˈtē ˌpärdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a social gathering in the afternoon at which tea, cakes, and other light refreshments are served.




2.
 
(
Tea Party

 )
 — a US political movement that emerged from a series of conservative protests against the federal government in 2009.

[with allusion to the Boston Tea Party
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





Tea Partier






noun





















teapot

 
/ˈtēˌpät/






noun




a pot with a handle, spout, and lid, in which tea is brewed and from which it is poured.













Teapot Dome






an oil field in southeastern Wyoming that, as a naval reserve, was the focus of a 1920s corruption scandal.









teapoy

 
/ˈtēpoi/





I.
 
noun




a small three-legged table or stand, especially one that holds a tea caddy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Hindi 
tī-

 ‘three’ + Urdu and Persian 
pāī

 ‘foot,’ the sense and spelling influenced by tea
 .






tear1


 
/ter/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pull or rip (something) apart or to pieces with force




•
 
I 
tore up

 the letter.










2.
 
remove by pulling or ripping forcefully




•
 
he tore up the floorboards




•
 
he 
tore off

 his belt




•
 
Joe 
tore

 the sack 
from

 her hand.










3.
 
make a hole or split in (something) by pulling it or piercing it with a sharp implement




•
 
she was always tearing her clothes.










4.
 
make (a hole or split) in something by force




•
 
the blast tore a hole in the wall.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — come apart; rip




•
 
the material wouldn't tear.










6.
 
damage (a muscle or ligament) by overstretching it




•
 
he tore a ligament playing squash.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 move very quickly, typically in a reckless or excited manner




•
 
she tore along the footpath on her bike.










8.
 
(
be torn

 )
 — be in a state of uncertainty between two conflicting options or parties




•
 
he 
was torn between

 his duty and his better instincts.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hole or split in something caused by it having been pulled apart forcefully.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a spell of great success or excellence in performance




•
 
he went 
on a tear

 , winning three out of every four hands.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a brief spell of erratic behavior; a binge or spree




•
 
every so often she goes 
on a tear

 , walking around town and zapping people with orange spray paint.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
tear one's hair out








‹informal›

 act with or show extreme desperation.









2.
 
that's torn it








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express dismay when something unfortunate has happened to disrupt someone's plans




•
 
a friend of her father's arrived. “That's torn it,” she said.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
tear someone/something apart





a.
 
destroy something, especially good relations between people




•
 
a bloody civil war had torn the country apart.










b.
 
upset someone greatly




•
 
stop crying—it's tearing me apart.










c.
 
criticize someone or something harshly.









2.
 
tear oneself away






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — leave despite a strong desire to stay




•
 
she couldn't tear herself away from the view.















3.
 
tear someone/something down





a.
 
demolish something, especially a building.




b.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 criticize or punish someone severely.









4.
 
tear into





a.
 
attack verbally




•
 
she tore into him: “Don't you realize what you've done to me?”










b.
 
make an energetic or enthusiastic start on




•
 
a jazz trio is tearing into the tune with gusto.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tearable






adjective













2.
 
tearer

 
/ˈterər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
teran

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
teren

 and German 
zehren

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
derein

 ‘flay.’ The noun dates from the early 17th cent.





tear2


 
/tir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drop of clear salty liquid secreted from glands in a person's eye when they cry or when the eye is irritated.




2.
 
(
tears

 )
 — the state or action of crying




•
 
he was so hurt by her attitude he was nearly 
in tears






•
 
puppets that 
moved

 Jack 
to tears

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 (of the eye) produce tears




•
 
the freezing wind made her eyes tear.














III.
 
derivatives





tearlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tēar

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Zähre

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Old Latin 
dacruma

 (classical Latin 
lacrima

 ) and Greek 
dakru

 .





tearaway

 
/ˈterəˌwā/






noun






(Brit.)

 a person who behaves in a wild or reckless manner.













teardown

 
/ˈterdoun/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an act of completely dismantling something




•
 
an engine teardown.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an act of demolishing a building, usually to build a new one on the same site




•
 
every teardown has an impact on the look and feel of a community.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a building bought solely for the purpose of demolishing




•
 
a $2 million teardown.



















teardrop

 
/ˈtirˌdräp/






noun



1.
 
a single tear.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — shaped like a single tear




•
 
a wardrobe with brass teardrop handles.



















tear duct

 
/ˈtir ˌdəkt/






noun




a passage through which tears pass from the lachrymal glands to the eye or from the eye to the nose.













tearful

 
/ˈtirfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
crying or inclined to cry




•
 
a tearful infant




•
 
Stephen felt tearful.










2.
 
causing tears; sad or emotional




•
 
a tearful farewell.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tearfully

 
/ˈti(ə)rfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tearfulness






noun





















tear gas

 
/ˈtir ˌɡas/





I.
 
noun




gas that causes severe irritation to the eyes, chiefly used in riot control to force crowds to disperse.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tear-gassed

 )


1.
 
attack with tear gas.













tearing

 
/ˈteriNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
violent; extreme




•
 
he did seem to be in a tearing hurry




•
 
the tearing wind.



















tearjerker

 
/ˈtirˌjərkər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a sentimental story, movie, or song, calculated to evoke sadness or sympathy.








II.
 
derivatives





tearjerking

 
/ˈtirˌjərkiNG /






noun, adjective





















tearless

 
/ˈtirləs/





I.
 
adjective




not crying




•
 
Mary watched in tearless silence as the coffin was lowered.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tearlessly






adverb













2.
 
tearlessness






noun





















tear-off

 
/ˈterˌôf/






adjective




denoting something that is removed by being torn off, typically along a perforated line




•
 
please complete the tear-off slip.



















tearoom

 
/ˈtēˌro͞om ˈtēˌro͝om /

 
tea room






noun



1.
 
a small restaurant or cafe where tea and other light refreshments are served.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a public restroom used as a meeting place for homosexual encounters.













tea rose

 
/ˈtē ˌrōz/






noun




a garden rose with flowers that have a delicate scent said to resemble that of tea.

[Numerous cultivars of the Chinese hybrid 
Rosa

 × 
odorata

 .]













tear sheet

 
/ˈter ˌSHēt/






noun




a page that can be or has been removed from a newspaper, magazine, or book for use separately.













tear-stained

 
/ˈtirstānd/






adjective




wet with tears




•
 
I looked at the man's tear-stained face.



















Teasdale, Sara

 
/ˈtēzˌdāl/






(1884–1933), US poet; born 
Sarah Trevor

 . Her poetry is collected in 
Helen of Troy and Other Poetry

 (1911), 
River to the Sea

 (1915), 
Love Songs

 (1917), 
Flame and Shadow

 (1920), and 
Strange Victory

 (1933).










tease

 
/tēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make fun of or attempt to provoke (a person or animal) in a playful way




•
 
Brenda teased her father about the powerboat that he bought but seldom used




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she was just teasing




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Think you're clever, don't you?” she teased.










2.
 
tempt (someone) sexually with no intention of satisfying the desire aroused.




3.
 
gently pull or comb (something tangled, especially wool or hair) into separate strands




•
 
she was teasing out the curls into her usual hairstyle.










4.
 
(
tease something out

 )
 — find something out from a mass of irrelevant information




•
 
a historian who tries to tease out the truth.










5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 comb (hair) in the reverse direction of its natural growth in order to make it appear fuller.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 comb (the surface of woven cloth) to raise a nap.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who makes fun of someone playfully or unkindly.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who tempts someone sexually with no intention of satisfying the desire aroused.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an act of making fun of or tempting someone




•
 
she couldn't resist a gentle tease.














III.
 
derivatives





teasingly

 
/ˈtēziNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
tǣsan

 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb); related to Dutch 
teezen

 and German dialect 
zeisen

 , also to teasel
 . Sense 1 is a development of the earlier and more serious ‘irritate by annoying actions’ (early 17th cent.), a figurative use of the word's original sense.






teasel

 
/ˈtēzəl /

 
teazle
 , teazel





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall prickly Eurasian plant with spiny purple flower heads.

[Genus 
Dipsacus

 , family 
Dipsacaceae

 : several species, including 
fuller's teasel

 .]




2.
 
a large, dried, spiny head from a teasel plant, or a device serving as a substitute for one of these, used in the textile industry to raise a nap on woven cloth.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
teaseling

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 raise a nap on (cloth) with or as if with teasels.











– origin

 Old English 
tǣsl

 , 
tǣsel

 ; related to tease
 .





teaser

 
/ˈtēzər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a difficult or tricky question or task.




2.
 
a person who makes fun of or provokes others in a playful or unkind way.




3.
 
a person who tempts someone sexually with no intention of satisfying the desire aroused.




4.
 
a short introductory advertisement for a product, especially one that does not mention the name of the thing being advertised.




5.
 


[Fishing]

 a lure or bait trailed behind a boat to attract fish.




6.
 
an inferior stallion or ram used to excite mares or ewes before they are served by the stud animal.













tea set

 
tea service






noun




a set of dishes, typically of china or silver, used for serving tea.













tea shop

 
/ˈtē ˌSHäp/






noun




another term for tearoom
 (
sense

 1).













teaspoon

 
/ˈtēˌspo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small spoon used typically for adding sugar to and stirring hot drinks or for eating some soft foods.




2.
 
(abbr.: 
tsp.

 or 
t

 )
 — a measurement used in cooking, equivalent to 1/6 fluid ounce, ⅓ tablespoon, or 4.9 ml.








II.
 
derivatives





teaspoonful

 
/ˈtēˌspo͞onˌfo͝ol /






noun





















tea strainer






noun




a small device incorporating a fine mesh for straining tea.













teat

 
/tēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a nipple of the mammary gland of a female mammal, from which the milk is sucked by the young.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a thing resembling this, especially a perforated plastic bulb by which an infant or young animal can suck milk from a bottle.











– origin

 Middle English (superseding earlier tit
 2
 ): from Old French 
tete

 , probably of Germanic origin.





teatime

 
/ˈtēˌtīm/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 the time in the afternoon when tea is traditionally served.













tea towel

 
/ˈtē ˌtou(ə)l/






noun




chiefly British term for dish towel
 .













tea tray

 
/ˈtē ˌtrā/






noun




a tray from which tea is served.













tea tree

 
/tē trē/






noun




an Australasian flowering shrub or small tree with leaves that are sometimes used for tea. Some species yield an oil valued for its antiseptic properties.

[Genus 
Leptospermum

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Melaleuca alternifolia

 , whose leaves yield an essential oil.]













Tebet

 
/ˈtāvās, -vāt, teˈvet /

 
Tevet





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the fourth month of the civil and tenth of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of December and January.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
ṭēḇēṯ

 .





tec.






abbreviation



1.
 
technical.




2.
 
technician.














tech

 
/tek /

 


‹Brit.›

 tec





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 technology.

See also high-tech
 , low-tech
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 a technician.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
[Basketball]

 a technical.








II.
 
adjective




technical




•
 
I was in tech school then.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





tech.






abbreviation



1.
 
technic.




2.
 
technical.




3.
 
technology.













Teche

 
/teSH/






(
the Teche

 )
 — another name for Bayou Teche
 .









techie

 
/ˈtekē /

 
tekkie
 , techy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who is expert in or enthusiastic about technology, especially computing.











– origin

 1960s: from tech
 + -ie
 . First recorded as a US slang term for a technical college student, the word was later used as British service slang, denoting a technician. Sense 1 dates from the 1980s.





technetium

 
/tekˈnēSH(ē)əm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Tc

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 43, a radioactive metal. Technetium was the first element to be created artificially, in 1937, by bombarding molybdenum with deuterons.











– origin

 1940s: modern Latin, from Greek 
tekhnētos

 ‘artificial,’ from 
tekhnasthai

 ‘make by art,’ from 
tekhnē

 ‘art.’






technic

 
/ˈteknik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 technique.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
technics

 )
 — technical terms, details, and methods; technology.








II.
 
derivatives





technicist

 
/-nisist /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘to do with art or an art’): from Latin 
technicus

 , from Greek 
tekhnikos

 , from 
tekhnē

 ‘art.’ The noun dates from the 19th cent.






technical

 
/ˈteknək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a particular subject, art, or craft, or its techniques




•
 
technical terms




•
 
a test of an artist's technical skill.










2.
 
(especially of a book or article) requiring special knowledge to be understood




•
 
a technical report.










3.
 
of, involving, or concerned with applied and industrial sciences




•
 
an important technical achievement.










4.
 
resulting from mechanical failure




•
 
a technical fault.










5.
 
according to a strict application or interpretation of the law or rules




•
 
the arrest was a technical violation of the treaty.














II.
 
noun






[Basketball]

 short for technical foul
 .













technical analysis






noun






[Finance]

 financial analysis that uses patterns in market data to identify trends and make predictions




•
 
he reads up on company fundamentals and news as a way to double-check his technical analysis.



















technical analyst






noun






[Finance]

 a financial analyst who identifies trends and makes predictions based on patterns in market data




•
 
he agrees with technical analysts who say there is little momentum behind the stock.



















technical area






noun






[Soccer]

 a designated area around a team's dugout, from where a coach or manager may give instructions to players on the field.













technical college

 
/ˈteknəkəl ˈkälij/






noun




a college providing courses in a range of practical subjects, such as information technology, applied sciences, engineering, agriculture, and secretarial skills.













technical drawing

 
/ˈteknəkəl ˈdroiNG/






noun



1.
 
the practice or skill of delineating objects in a precise way using certain techniques of draftsmanship, as employed in architecture or engineering.




2.
 
a technical drawing.














technical foul






noun






[Basketball]

 a violation of certain rules of the game, not usually involving physical contact, but often involving unsportsmanlike actions.













technicality

 
/ˌteknəˈkalədē/






noun



1.
 
a point of law or a small detail of a set of rules




•
 
their convictions were overturned 
on a technicality

 .










2.
 
(
technicalities

 )
 — the specific details or terms belonging to a particular field




•
 
he has great expertise in the technicalities of the game.










3.
 
the state of being technical; the use of technical terms or methods




•
 
the extreme technicality of the proposed constitution.



















technical knockout

 
/ˈteknəkəl ˈnäˌkout /

 
TKO






noun






[Boxing]

 the ending of a fight by the referee on the grounds of one contestant's inability to continue, the opponent being declared the winner.













technically

 
/ˈteknək(ə)lē/






adverb



1.
 
[usu. 
sentence adverb

 ]
 — according to the facts or exact meaning of something; strictly




•
 
technically, a nut is a single-seeded fruit.










2.
 
with reference to the technique displayed




•
 
a technically brilliant boxing contest.










3.
 
involving or regarding the technology available




•
 
technically advanced tools.



















technical sergeant

 
/ˈteknəkəl ˈsärjənt/






noun




a noncommissioned officer in the US Air Force ranking above staff sergeant and below master sergeant.













technical support






noun






[Computing]

 a service provided by a hardware or software company that provides registered users with help and advice about their products.













technician

 
/tekˈniSHən/






noun



1.
 
a person employed to look after technical equipment or do practical work in a laboratory.




2.
 
an expert in the practical application of a science.




3.
 
a person skilled in the technique of an art or craft.













Technicolor

 
/ˈteknəˌkələr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a process of color cinematography using synchronized monochrome films, each of a different color, to produce a movie in color.




2.
 
(
technicolor

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 vivid color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a technicolor bruise.














II.
 
derivatives





technicolored






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: blend of technical
 and color
 .





technicolor yawn






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 an act of vomiting.













technique

 
/tekˈnēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a way of carrying out a particular task, especially the execution or performance of an artistic work or a scientific procedure.




2.
 
skill or ability in a particular field




•
 
he has excellent technique




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
an established athlete with a very good technique.










3.
 
a skillful or efficient way of doing or achieving something




•
 
tape recording is a good technique for evaluating our own communications.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
technicus

 (see technic
 ).





techno

 
/ˈteknō/





I.
 
noun




a style of fast, heavy electronic dance music, typically with few or no vocals.











– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of technological
 .





techno-

 
/ˈteknō/





I.
 
combining form




relating to technology or its use




•
 
technophobe.

















– origin

 from Greek 
tekhnē

 ‘art, craft.’






technobabble

 
/ˈteknōˌbabəl/






noun






‹informal›

 incomprehensible technical jargon.













technocracy

 
/tekˈnäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the government or control of society or industry by an elite of technical experts.




2.
 
an instance or application of technocracy.




3.
 
an elite of technical experts.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
tekhnē

 ‘art, craft’ + -cracy
 .





technocrat

 
/ˈteknəˌkrat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an exponent or advocate of technocracy.




2.
 
a member of a technically skilled elite.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
technocratic

 
/ˌteknəˈkradik /






adjective













2.
 
technocratically

 
/ˌteknəˈkratik(ə)lē /






adverb





















technofear

 
/ˈteknōˌfir/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 fear of using technological equipment, especially computers.













technol.






abbreviation




technology.














technological

 
/ˌteknəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or using technology




•
 
the quickening pace of technological change.














II.
 
derivatives





technologically

 
/ˌteknəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb





















technology

 
/tekˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes, especially in industry




•
 
advances in computer technology




•
 
recycling technologies.










2.
 
machinery and equipment developed from the application of scientific knowledge.




3.
 
the branch of knowledge dealing with engineering or applied sciences.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
technologist

 
/tekˈnäləjəst /






noun













2.
 
technologize

 
/-ˌjīz /






verb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
tekhnologia

 ‘systematic treatment,’ from 
tekhnē

 ‘art, craft’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





technology park

 
/tekˈnäləjē pärk/






noun




a science park.













technology transfer






noun




the transfer of new technology from the originator to a secondary user, especially from developed to less developed countries in an attempt to boost their economies.













technophile

 
/ˈteknəˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who is enthusiastic about new technology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
technophilia

 
/ˌteknəˈfilēə /






noun













2.
 
technophilic

 
/ˌteknəˈfilik /






adjective





















technophobe

 
/ˈteknəˌfōb/





I.
 
noun




a person who fears, dislikes, or avoids new technology.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
technophobia

 
/ˌteknəˈfōbēə /






noun













2.
 
technophobic

 
/ˌteknəˈfōbik /






adjective





















technospeak

 
/ˈteknōˌspēk/






noun




another term for technobabble
 .













technostress

 
/ˈteknōˌstres/






noun






‹informal›

 stress or psychosomatic illness caused by working with computer technology on a daily basis.













technostructure

 
/ˈteknōˌstrəkCHər/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a group of technologists or technical experts having considerable control over the workings of industry or government.











– origin

 1960s: coined by J. K. Galbraith.





techno-thriller

 
/ˈteknō ˌT͟Hrilər/






noun




a novel or movie in which the excitement of the plot depends in large part upon the descriptions of computers, weapons, software, military vehicles, or other machines




•
 
Tom Clancy's best-selling technothriller.



















tech-savvy






adjective






‹informal›

 well informed about or proficient in the use of modern technology, especially computers




•
 
today's tech-savvy consumers




•
 
kids are pretty tech-savvy these days.



















tech wreck






noun






‹informal›

 a collapse in the price of shares in high-tech industries




•
 
Microsoft survived the tech wreck and did so with aplomb.




















tectonic

 
/tekˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of or relating to the structure of the earth's crust and the large-scale processes that take place within it.




2.
 
(of a change or development) very significant or considerable




•
 
the last decade has witnessed a tectonic shift in world affairs.










3.
 
of or relating to building or construction.








II.
 
derivatives





tectonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): via late Latin from Greek 
tektonikos

 , from 
tektōn

 ‘carpenter, builder.’






tectonics

 
/tekˈtäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 large-scale processes affecting the structure of the earth's crust.













tectonophysics

 
/tekˌtänōˈfiziks, ˌtektənō-/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of geophysics that deals with the forces that cause movement and deformation in the earth's crust.








II.
 
derivatives





tectonophysicist

 
/-ˈfizəsist /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from tectonics
 + physics
 .





tectorial

 
/tekˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 forming a covering.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 denoting the membrane covering the organ of Corti in the inner ear.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
tectorium

 ‘covering, a cover’ (from 
tegere

 ‘to cover’) + -al
 .





tectrix

 
/ˈtektriks/





I.
 
noun






[Ornithology]

 a covert of a bird.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
tect-

 ‘covered,’ from the verb 
tegere

 .





tectum

 
/ˈtektəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the uppermost part of the midbrain, lying to the rear of the cerebral aqueduct.




2.
 
(in full 
optic tectum

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a rounded swelling (colliculus) forming part of the tectum and containing cells involved in the visual system.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘roof.’






Tecumseh

 
/təˈkəmsə/






(1768–1813) Shawnee Indian chief; also 
Tecumtha

 . His plan to organize a military confederacy of tribes to resist US encroachment was thwarted by the defeat of his brother, 
Tenskwatawa

 (c.1768–1834) (also called 
the Prophet

 ), at Tippecanoe 1811. An ally of the British in the War of 1812, Tecumseh fought and died in Ontario at the Battle of the Thames.









ted

 
/ted/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
tedding

 )


1.
 
turn over and spread out (grass, hay, or straw) to dry or for bedding.








II.
 
derivatives





tedder

 
/ˈtedər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
tethja

 ‘spread manure’ (past tense 
tadda

 ), related to 
tad

 ‘dung.’





teddy

 
/ˈtedē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
teddy bear

 )
 — a soft toy bear.




2.
 
a woman's all-in-one undergarment.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Teddy

 , nickname for the given name 
Theodore

 : 
sense

 1 alluding to 
Theodore

 Roosevelt, Theodore
 , an enthusiastic bear hunter.





Teddy boy

 
/ˈtedē boi/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 (in the 1950s) a young man of a subculture characterized by a style of dress based on Edwardian fashion and a liking for rock and roll music.











– origin

 from 
Teddy

 , nickname for the given name 
Edward

 (with reference to Edward VII's reign).





Te Deum

 
/tā ˈdāəm tē ˈdēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hymn beginning 
Te Deum laudamus

 , “We praise Thee, O God,” sung at matins or on special occasions such as a thanksgiving.




2.
 
a musical setting of this.




3.
 
an expression of thanksgiving or exultation.











– origin

 Latin.





tedious

 
/ˈtēdēəs/





I.
 
adjective




too long, slow, or dull: tiresome or monotonous




•
 
a tedious journey.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tediously

 
/ˈtēdēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
tediousness

 
/ˈtēdēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tedieus

 or late Latin 
taediosus

 , from Latin 
taedium

 (see tedium
 ).






tedium

 
/ˈtēdēəm/





I.
 
noun




the state of being tedious




•
 
cousins and uncles filled the tedium of winter nights with many a tall tale.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
taedium

 , from 
taedere

 ‘be weary of.’






tee1


 
/tē/






noun




see T
 1
 (
sense

 2).













tee2


 
/tē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cleared space on a golf course, from which the ball is struck at the beginning of play for each hole.




2.
 
a small peg with a concave head that can be placed in the ground to support a golf ball before it is struck.




3.
 


[Football]

 a small stand on which the ball is placed for a kickoff.




4.
 


(US)

 a waist-high or higher stand used in tee-ball to hold a baseball before it is hit with a bat.

[late 17th cent. (originally Scots, as 
teaz

 ): of unknown origin.]




5.
 
a mark aimed at in lawn bowling, quoits, curling, and other similar games.

[late 18th cent. (originally Scots): perhaps the same word as tee
 1
 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
tee up

 or 
tee something up

 )


1.
 


[Golf]

 place the ball on a tee ready to make the first stroke of the round or hole




•
 
he had not missed a par as he teed up for the last hole




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she fished in her pocket for a ball and teed it.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Golf]

 (especially in soccer) place or move the ball into position to be struck by another player




•
 
McKenzie was teed up perfectly 16 yards from goal by Samuel




•
 
he teed up the ball for a shot on goal.














III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
tee off





a.
 


[Golf]

 play the ball from a tee; begin a round or hole of golf




•
 
we spend ten minutes practicing putting before we tee off.










b.
 


‹informal›

 make a start on something.









2.
 
tee off on someone/something








(US)

 
‹informal›

 sharply attack someone or something




•
 
he will tee off on conservative politicians




•
 
Chang teed off on his opponent's serve.















3.
 
tee someone off






(usu. 
be teed off

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make someone angry or annoyed




•
 
Tommy was really 
teed off at

 Ernie.























tee3


 
/tē/






noun






‹informal›

 a T-shirt.














tee-ball

 
t-ball






noun




a game for young children, played by the rules of baseball, in which the ball is not pitched but hit from a stationary tee.













tee-hee

 
/ˌtē ˈhē/





I.
 
noun




a giggle or titter.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
titter or giggle.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): imitative.






teem1


 
/tēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
teem with

 )


1.
 
be full of or swarming with




•
 
every garden is teeming with wildlife




•
 (as 
adj.

 
teeming

 )
 
she walked briskly through the teeming streets.

















– origin

 Old English 
tēman

 , 
tīeman

 , of Germanic origin; related to team
 . The original senses included ‘give birth to,’ also ‘be or become pregnant,’ giving rise to ‘be full of’ in the late 16th cent.





teem2


 
/tēm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of water, especially rain) pour down; fall heavily




•
 
with the rain 
teeming down

 at the manor, Italy seemed a long way off.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
tœma

 ‘to empty,’ from 
tómr

 ‘empty.’ The original sense was ‘to empty,’ specifically ‘to drain liquid from, pour liquid out’; the current sense (originally dialect) dates from the early 19th cent.





teen

 
/tēn /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to teenagers




•
 
a teen idol.














II.
 
noun




a teenager.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (as a noun): abbreviation. The adjective dates from the 1940s.






-teen





I.
 
suffix




forming the names of numerals from 13 to 19




•
 
fourteen




•
 
eighteen.

















– origin

 Old English, inflected form of ten
 .





teenage

 
/ˈtēnˌāj/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a person between 13 and 19 years old




•
 
a teenage girl.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of people between 13 and 19 years old




•
 
teenage magazines.














II.
 
derivatives





teenaged






adjective





















teenager

 
/ˈtēnˌājər/






noun




a person aged from 13 to 19 years.













teens

 
/tēnz/





I.
 
plural noun




the years of a person's age from 13 to 19




•
 
they were both in their late teens.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: plural of 
teen

 , independent usage of -teen
 .





teensy

 
/ˈtēnsē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 tiny




•
 
the dress just needs to be altered a teensy bit.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally dialect): probably an extension of teeny
 .





teensy-weensy

 
/ˌtēnzēˈwēnzē/






adjective






‹informal›

 tiny




•
 
do we detect a teensy-weensy bit of animosity?




















teeny

 
/ˈtēnē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 tiny




•
 
a teeny bit of criticism.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of tiny
 .





teenybopper

 
/ˈtēnēˌbäpər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a young teenager, especially a girl, who keenly follows the latest fashions in clothes and pop music.








II.
 
derivatives





teenybop






adjective





















teeny-weeny

 
/ˌtēnē ˈwēnē/






adjective






‹informal›

 tiny




•
 
doesn't he have a teeny-weeny twinge of conscience?



















Tees

 
/tēz/






a river in northeastern England that flows southeast for 80 miles (128 km) to the North Sea at Middlesbrough.










teeter

 
/ˈtēdər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or balance unsteadily; sway back and forth




•
 
she teetered after him in her high-heeled sandals.










2.
 
(often 
teeter between

 )
 — be unable to decide between different courses; waver




•
 
she teetered between tears and anger.














II.
 
phrases





teeter on the brink (or edge)






be very close to a difficult or dangerous situation




•
 
the country teetered on the brink of civil war.





















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of dialect 
titter

 , from Old Norse 
titra

 ‘shake, shiver.’





teeter-totter

 
/ˈtēdərˌtädər /

 

‹N. Amer. dialect›






I.
 
noun




a seesaw.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
teeter; waver.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: reduplication of teeter
 or totter
 .






teeth

 
/tēTH/






plural form of tooth
 .









teethe

 
/tēT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
grow or cut teeth, especially milk teeth.











– origin

 late Middle English: from teeth
 .





teething

 
/ˈtēT͟HiNG/






noun




the process of growing one's teeth, especially milk teeth.













teething ring

 
/ˈtēT͟HiNG ˌriNG/






noun




a small ring for an infant to bite on while teething.













teetotal

 
/ˈtēˌtōdl/





I.
 
adjective




choosing or characterized by abstinence from alcohol




•
 
a teetotal lifestyle.














II.
 
derivatives





teetotalism

 
/ˈtēˈˌtōdlˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: emphatic extension of total
 , apparently first used by Richard Turner, a worker from Preston, England, in a speech (1833) urging total abstinence from all alcohol, rather than mere abstinence from spirits, advocated by some early temperance reformers.





teetotaler

 
/ˈtēˌtōdlər /

 


‹Brit.›

 teetotaller






noun




a person who never drinks alcohol.













teetotum

 
/tēˈtōdəm/





I.
 
noun




a small spinning top spun with the fingers, especially one with four sides lettered to determine whether the spinner has won or lost.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as 
T totum

 ): from 
T

 (representing 
totum

 , inscribed on the side of the toy) + Latin 
totum

 ‘the whole’ (stake). The letters on the sides (representing Latin words) were 
T

 (= 
totum

 ), 
A

 (= 
auferre

 ‘take away’), 
D

 (= 
deponere

 ‘put down’), and 
N

 (= 
nihil

 ‘nothing’).





teevee

 
/tēˈvē/






noun




nonstandard spelling of TV
 .













teff

 
/tef/





I.
 
noun




an African cereal that is cultivated almost exclusively in Ethiopia, used mainly to make flour.

[
Eragrostis tef

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Amharic 
ṭêf

 .





tefillin

 
/təˈfilin, -fēˈlēn/





I.
 
plural noun




collective term for Jewish phylacteries.











– origin

 from Aramaic 
těpillīn

 ‘prayers.’





TEFL

 
/ˈtef(ə)l/






abbreviation




teaching of English as a foreign language.














Teflon

 
/ˈtefˌlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a tough synthetic resin made by polymerizing tetrafluoroethylene, used to coat nonstick cooking utensils and to make seals and bearings.

Also called polytetrafluoroethylene
 .




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹trademark›

 used to refer to someone able to withstand criticism or attack with no apparent effect




•
 
the head of the crime family is known as the Teflon Don because of his acquittals in three previous trials.

















– origin

 1940s: from tetra-
 ‘four’ + fluoro-
 + 
-on

 on the pattern of words such as 
nylon

 and 
rayon

 .





teg

 
/teɡ/





I.
 
noun




a sheep in its second year.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (as a contemptuous term for a woman; later applied specifically to a ewe in her second year): perhaps related to Swedish 
tacka

 ‘ewe.’





tegmen

 
/ˈteɡmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a covering structure or roof of an organ, in particular




2.
 


[Biology]

 
[Entomology]

 a sclerotized forewing serving to cover the hind wing in grasshoppers and related insects.




3.
 


[Biology]

 
[Botany]

 the delicate inner protective layer of a seed.




4.
 
(also 
tegmen tympani

 )
 — 

[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 a plate of thin bone forming the roof of the middle ear, a part of the temporal bone.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘covering,’ from 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’





tegmentum

 
/ˌteɡˈmen(t)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a region of gray matter on either side of the cerebral aqueduct in the midbrain.








II.
 
derivatives





tegmental

 
/teɡˈmentl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, variant of 
tegumentum

 ‘tegument.’





tegu

 
/ˈteɡo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large stocky lizard that has dark skin with pale bands of small spots, native to the tropical forests of South America.

[Genus 
Tupinambis

 , family 
Teiidae

 : several species, in particular the 
common tegu

 (
T. teguixin

 ).]











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation of 
teguexin

 , from Aztec 
tecoixin

 ‘lizard.’





Tegucigalpa

 
/təˌɡo͞osəˈɡalpə, -sēˈɡäl-/






the capital of Honduras; pop. 967,200 (est. 2008).









tegula

 
/ˈteɡyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Entomology]

 a small scalelike sclerite covering the base of the forewing in many insects.




2.
 


[Archaeology]

 a flat roof tile, used especially in Roman roofs.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tile,’ from 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’





tegument

 
/ˈteɡyəmənt/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Zoology]

 the integument of an organism, especially a parasitic flatworm.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tegumental

 
/ˌteɡyəˈmen(t)l /






adjective













2.
 
tegumentary

 
/ˌteɡyəˈmen(t)ərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘a covering or coating’): from Latin 
tegumentum

 , from 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’






Tehachapi Mountains

 
/təˌhaCHəˌpē ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range that lies across California, north of the Transverse Ranges, sometimes considered the divider between north and south California.









Tehran

 
/ˌteˈrän teˈran /

 
Teheran






the capital of Iran, in the foothills of the Elburz Mountains; pop. 7,088,287 (2006). It replaced Isfahan as the capital of Persia in 1788.









teichoic acid

 
/tīˈkō-ik, tā-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound present in the walls of Gram-positive bacteria. It is a polymer of ribitol or glycerol phosphate.











– origin

 1950s: 
teichoic

 from Greek 
teikhos

 ‘wall’ + -ic
 .





Teilhard de Chardin, Pierre

 
/tāˈyär də SHärˈdaN/






(1881–1955), French Jesuit philosopher and paleontologist. His theory, which blends science and Christianity, is that man is evolving mentally and socially toward a perfect spiritual state. The Roman Catholic Church declared that his views were unorthodox.









tein

 
/ˈtāin/






noun




a monetary unit of Kazakhstan, equal to one hundredth of a tenge.













Tejano

 
/təˈhänō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Mexican-American inhabitant of southern Texas


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the Tejano upper classes.










2.
 
a style of folk or popular music originating among the Tejanos, with elements from Mexican-Spanish vocal traditions and Czech and German dance tunes and rhythms, traditionally played by small groups featuring accordion and guitar.











– origin

 American Spanish, alteration of 
Texano

 ‘Texan.’






Tejo

 
/ˈtāZHo͞o/






Portuguese name for Tagus
 .









tektite

 
/ˈtektīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a small black glassy object, many of which are found over certain areas of the earth's surface, believed to have been formed as molten debris in meteorite impacts and scattered widely through the air.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from Greek 
tēktos

 ‘molten’ (from 
tēkein

 ‘melt’) + -ite
 1
 .





tel.

 
/ /

 
Tel.






abbreviation




telephone.













telamon

 
/ˈteləˌmän/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a male figure used as a pillar to support an entablature or other structure.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
telamōnes

 , plural of 
Telamōn

 , the name of a mythical hero.





Telangana

 
/ˌtelənˈɡänə/






a state in southern India, created in 2014 from part of Andhra Pradesh; capital, Hyderabad.









telangiectasia

 
/telˌanjēekˈtāZHə /

 
telangiectasis





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition characterized by dilation of the capillaries, which causes them to appear as small red or purple clusters, often spidery in appearance, on the skin or the surface of an organ.








II.
 
derivatives





telangiectatic

 
/-ˈtatik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
telos

 ‘end’ + 
angeion

 ‘vessel’ + 
ektasis

 ‘dilatation.’





Tel Aviv

 
/ˌtel əˈvēv /

 
Tel Aviv–Jaffa






a city on the Mediterranean coast of Israel; pop. (with Jaffa) 392,500 (est. 2008). It was founded as a suburb of Jaffa by Russian Jewish immigrants in 1909 and named Tel Aviv a year later.









telco

 
/ˈtelkō/





I.
 
noun




a telecommunications company.











– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.






tele-

 
/ˈtelē/






combining form



1.
 
to or at a distance




•
 
telekinesis.










2.
 
used in names of instruments for operating over long distances




•
 
telemeter.







[from Greek 
tēle-

 ‘far off.’]




3.
 
relating to television




•
 
telecine.







[abbreviation.]




4.
 
done by means of the telephone




•
 
telemarketing.







[abbreviation.]













telecast

 
/ˈteləˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a television broadcast.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit by television




•
 
the program will be telecast simultaneously to nearly 150 cities.














III.
 
derivatives





telecaster

 
/ˈteləˌkastər /






noun





















telecine

 
/ˈteləˌsinē/






noun



1.
 
the broadcasting of cinema film on television.




2.
 
equipment used in telecine broadcasting.













telecom

 
/ˈteləˌkäm /

 


‹Brit.›

 telecoms





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
telecommunications.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.






telecommunication

 
/ˌteləkəˌmyo͞onəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
communication over a distance by cable, telegraph, telephone, or broadcasting.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
telecommunications

 )
 — the branch of technology concerned with telecommunication.




3.
 


‹formal›

 a message sent by telecommunication.











– origin

 1930s: from French 
télécommunication

 , from 
télé-

 ‘at a distance’ + 
communication

 ‘communication.’






telecommute

 
/ˈteləkəˌmyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
telecommuting

 )


1.
 
work from home, making use of the Internet, email, and the telephone.








II.
 
derivatives





telecommuter

 
/ˌteləkəˈmyo͞odər /






noun





















telecomputer

 
/ˌteləkəmˈpyo͞odər /

 


‹trademark›

 Tele-Computer





I.
 
noun




a device that combines the capabilities of a computer with those of a television and a telephone, particularly for multimedia applications.








II.
 
derivatives





telecomputing






noun





















telecon

 
/ˈteləˌkän/






noun






‹informal›

 a teleconference.













teleconference

 
/ˈteləˌkänf(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun




a conference with participants in different locations linked by telecommunications devices.








II.
 
derivatives





teleconferencing

 
/ˈˌteləˈkänf(ə)rənsiNG /






noun





















teleconnection

 
/ˌteləkəˈnekSHən/






noun




a causal connection or correlation between meteorological or other environmental phenomena that occur a long distance apart.













teleconverter

 
/ˌteləkənˈvərdər/






noun






[Photography]

 a camera lens designed to be fitted in front of a standard lens to increase its effective focal length.













Telecopier

 
/ˈteləˌkäpēər/






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a device that transmits and reproduces facsimile copies over a telephone line.













teledu

 
/ˈteləˌdo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a badgerlike animal that has brownish-black fur with a white stripe along the top of the head and back, and anal glands that contain a foul-smelling liquid that can be squirted at an attacker. It is native to Sumatra, Java, and Borneo.

[
Mydaus javanensis

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Javanese.






telefacsimile

 
/ˌteləˌfakˈsiməlē/






noun




another term for fax
 .













telefax

 
/ˈteləˌfaks /

 

‹trademark›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transmission of documents by fax




•
 
for more information contact us by telefax.










2.
 
a document sent by fax.




3.
 
a fax machine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
telefaxed

 )


1.
 
send (a message) by fax




•
 
telefaxed bills of lading.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of telefacsimile
 .





telefilm

 
/ˈteləˌfilm/






noun




a movie made for or broadcast on television.













teleg.






abbreviation



1.
 
telegram.




2.
 
telegraph.




3.
 
telegraphy.













telegenic

 
/ˌteləˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




having an appearance or manner that is appealing on television




•
 
his telegenic charm appears to be his major asset.














II.
 
derivatives





telegenically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1930s (originally US): from tele-
 ‘television’ + -genic
 ‘well suited to,’ on the pattern of 
photogenic

 .





telegram

 
/ˈteləˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a message sent by telegraph and then delivered in written or printed form.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from tele-
 ‘at a distance’ + -gram
 1
 , on the pattern of 
telegraph

 .





telegraph

 
/ˈteləˌɡraf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system for transmitting messages from a distance along a wire, especially one creating signals by making and breaking an electrical connection




•
 
news came from the outside world 
by telegraph

 .










2.
 
a device for transmitting messages by telegraph.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (someone) a message by telegraph




•
 
I must go and telegraph Mom.










2.
 
send (a message) by telegraph




•
 
she would rush off to telegraph news to her magazine.










3.
 
convey (an intentional or unconscious message), especially with facial expression or body language




•
 
a tiny movement of her arm telegraphed her intention to strike.














III.
 
derivatives





telegrapher

 
/təˈleɡrəfər ˈteləˌɡrafər /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
télégraphe

 , from 
télé-

 ‘at a distance’ + 
-graphe

 (see -graph
 ).





telegraphese

 
/ˌteləɡraˈfēz/






noun






‹informal›

 the terse, abbreviated style of language used in telegrams.













Telegraph Hill






a hill neighborhood in San Francisco in California, named for the signal stations that surmounted it in the 19th century.









telegraphic

 
/ˌteləˈɡrafik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or by telegraphs or telegrams




•
 
the telegraphic transfer of the funds.










2.
 
(especially of speech) omitting inessential words; concise.








II.
 
derivatives





telegraphically

 
/ˌteləˈɡrafək(ə)lē /






adverb





















telegraphist

 
/təˈleɡrəfəst/






noun



1.
 
a person skilled or employed in telegraphy.




2.
 
a person whose job is to operate telegraph equipment.













telegraph key






noun




a button that is pressed to produce a signal when transmitting Morse code.













telegraph plant






noun




a tropical Asian plant of the pea family whose leaves have a spontaneous jerking motion.

[
Codariocalyx motorius

 (formerly 
Desmodium gyrans

 ), family 
Leguminosae

 .]













telegraphy

 
/təˈleɡrəfē/






noun




the science or practice of using or constructing communications systems for the transmission or reproduction of information.













telehealth

 
/ˈteləˌhelTH/






noun




the provision of healthcare remotely by means of telecommunications technology




•
 
she is keen to expand telehealth in a country where much of the population lives in rural and island locations




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
telehealth services are expanding.



















tele-immersion

 
/ˌteləiˈmərZHən, -SHən/






noun




two-way remote communication in which each party gets an audio and three-dimensional visual representation of the other, via high-speed data exchange




•
 
tele-immersion allows users to climb into a computer screen.



















telekinesis

 
/ˌteləkəˈnēsis/





I.
 
noun




the supposed ability to move objects at a distance by mental power or other nonphysical means.








II.
 
derivatives





telekinetic

 
/ˈˌteləkəˈnedik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tele-
 ‘at a distance’ + Greek 
kinēsis

 ‘motion’ (from 
kinein

 ‘to move’).





Telemachus

 
/təˈleməkəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the son of Odysseus and Penelope.









Telemann, Georg Philipp

 
/ˈtāləˌmän, ˈtel-/






(1681–1767), German composer and organist. His works include church music, oratorios, and a great deal of instrumental music.









telemark

 
/ˈteləˌmärk /

 

‹Skiing›






I.
 
noun




a turn in downhill skiing or a landing style in ski jumping with one ski advanced and the knees bent.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform a telemark while skiing




•
 
they went telemarking silently through the trees.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Telemark

 , the district in Norway, where it originated.





telemarketing

 
/ˈteləˌmärkədiNG/





I.
 
noun




the marketing of goods or services by means of telephone calls, typically unsolicited, to potential customers.








II.
 
derivatives





telemarketer

 
/ˈˌteləˈˌmärkədər /






noun





















telematics

 
/ˌteləˈmadiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of information technology that deals with the long-distance transmission of computerized information.








II.
 
derivatives





telematic

 
/ˌteləˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: blend of telecommunication
 and informatics
 .





telemedicine

 
/ˈteləˌmedisin/






noun




the remote diagnosis and treatment of patients by means of telecommunications technology.













telemeter





I.
 
noun

 — 
/təˈlemədər ˈteləmēdər /



1.
 
an apparatus for recording the readings of an instrument and transmitting them by radio.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈteləmēdər /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transmit (readings) to a distant receiving set or station.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
telemetric

 
/ˌteləˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
telemetry

 
/təˈlemətrē /






noun






















telencephalon

 
/təˌlənˈsefələn/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the most highly developed and anterior part of the forebrain, consisting chiefly of the cerebral hemispheres.

Compare with diencephalon
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tele-
 ‘far’ + encephalon
 .






telenovela

 
/ˌtelənōˈvelə/





I.
 
noun




(in Latin America) a television soap opera.

Also called novela
 .











– origin

 Spanish.






teleological argument

 
/ˌtelēəˈläjikəl, ˌtēlē-/






noun






[Philosophy]

 the argument for the existence of God from the evidence of order, and hence design, in nature.

Compare with argument from design
 , cosmological argument
 , and ontological argument
 .













teleology

 
/ˌtelēˈäləjē ˌtēlēˈäːləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Philosophy]

 the explanation of phenomena by the purpose they serve rather than by postulated causes.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 
[Theology]

 the doctrine of design and purpose in the material world.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
teleologic

 
/-əˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
teleological

 
/ˈˌtelēəˈläjəkəl /






adjective













3.
 
teleologically

 
/ˈˌtelēəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
teleologism

 
/-ˌjizəm /






noun













5.
 
teleologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting the branch of philosophy that deals with ends or final causes): from modern Latin 
teleologia

 , from Greek 
telos

 ‘end’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





teleoperation

 
/ˌteləˌäpəˈrāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the electronic remote control of machines.








II.
 
derivatives





teleoperate

 
/-ˈäpəˌrāt /






verb





















teleoperator

 
/ˌteləˈäpərādər/






noun




a machine operated by remote control so as to imitate the movements of its operator.














teleost

 
/ˈtelēˌäst/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a fish of a large group that comprises all ray-finned fishes apart from the primitive bichirs, sturgeons, paddlefishes, freshwater garfishes, and bowfins.

[Division (or infraclass) 
Teleostei

 , subclass 
Actinopterygii

 : many orders.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
teleos

 ‘complete’ + 
osteon

 ‘bone.’





telepath

 
/ˈteləpaTH/





I.
 
noun




a person with the ability to communicate using telepathy.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (as a verb, meaning ‘to use telepathy’): back-formation from telepathy
 .





telepathic

 
/ˌteləˈpaTHik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
supposedly capable of transmitting thoughts to other people and of knowing their thoughts; psychic




•
 
a team of telepathic superheroes who can read each other's thoughts.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of telepathy




•
 
suppose that telepathic communication between human minds occurs.














II.
 
derivatives





telepathically

 
/ˌteləˈpaTHək(ə)lē /






adverb






















telepathy

 
/təˈlepəTHē/





I.
 
noun




the supposed communication of thoughts or ideas by means other than the known senses.








II.
 
derivatives





telepathist

 
/təˈlepəTHəst /






noun






















telephone

 
/ˈteləˌfōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system that converts acoustic vibrations to electrical signals in order to transmit sound, typically voices, over a distance using wire or radio.




2.
 
an instrument used as part of a telephone system, typically a single unit including a handset with a transmitting microphone and a set of numbered buttons by which a connection can be made to another such instrument.




3.
 
a game in which a sentence or phrase becomes distorted by being passed along to the next person in a whisper.

Also called Chinese whispers
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
contact (someone) using the telephone




•
 
he telephoned his wife at 9.30.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a telephone call




•
 
she 
telephoned for

 help.










3.
 
send (a message) by telephone




•
 
Barbara had telephoned the news.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
telephoner






noun













2.
 
telephonic

 
/ˌteləˈfänik /






adjective













3.
 
telephonically

 
/ˌteləˈfänik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from tele-
 + -phone
 .





telephone banking

 
/ˈteləˌfōn ˌbaNGkiNG/






noun




a method of banking in which the customer conducts transactions by telephone, typically by means of a computerized system using touch-tone dialing or voice-recognition technology.













telephone book

 
/ˈteləˌfōn ˌbo͝ok/






noun




a telephone directory.













telephone booth

 
/ˈteləˌfōn ˌbo͞oTH /

 


‹Brit.›

 telephone box






noun




a public booth or enclosure housing a pay phone.













telephone call

 
/ˈteləˌfōn kôl/






noun




a communication or conversation by telephone.













telephone card






noun




another term for calling card
 (
sense

 2).













telephone directory

 
/ˈteləˌfōn dəˌrektərē/






noun




a book listing the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the people in a particular area.













telephone exchange

 
/ˈteləˌfōn əksˌCHānj/






noun




a set of equipment that connects telephone lines during a call.













telephone number

 
/ˈteləˌfōn ˈnəmbər/






noun




a number assigned to a particular telephone and used in making connections to it.













telephone operator

 
/ˈteləˌfōn ˈäpəˌrādər/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a person who works at the switchboard of a telephone exchange.














telephone pole

 
/ˈteləfōn ˌpōl/






noun




a tall pole used to carry telephone wires and other utility lines above the ground.













telephone tag






noun






‹informal›

 a situation in which two people trying to communicate by telephone continually miss each other.













telephonist

 
/ˈteləˌfōnəst/






noun






(Brit.)

 an operator of a switchboard.













telephony

 
/təˈlefənē ˈteləˌfōnē/






noun




the working or use of telephones.













telephoto

 
/ˈteləˌfōdō /

 
telephoto lens






noun




a lens with a longer focal length than standard, giving a narrow field of view and a magnified image.













telepic

 
/ˈteləˌpik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a movie made for television.











– origin

 blend of 
television

 and 
epic

 .






teleplay

 
/ˈteləˌplā/






noun




a play written or adapted for television.













teleport

 
/ˈteləˌpôrt/





I.
 
verb




(especially in science fiction) transport or be transported across space and distance instantly.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a center providing interconnections between different forms of telecommunications, especially one that links satellites to ground-based communications.

[1980s: originally the name of such a center in New York.]




2.
 
an act of teleporting.








III.
 
derivatives





teleportation

 
/ˌteləˌpôrˈtāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: back-formation from 
teleportation

 (1930s), from tele-
 ‘at a distance’ + a shortened form of transportation
 .





telepresence

 
/ˈteləˌprezəns/






noun



1.
 
the use of virtual reality technology, especially for remote control of machinery or for apparent participation in distant events.




2.
 
a sensation of being elsewhere, created by the use of virtual reality technology.














teleprinter

 
/ˈteləˌprin(t)ər/






noun




a device for transmitting telegraph messages as they are keyed, and for printing messages received.













teleprompter

 
/ˈteləˌpräm(p)tər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device used in television and moviemaking to project a speaker's script out of sight of the audience.













telesales

 
/ˈteləˌsālz/






plural noun




the selling of goods or services over the telephone




•
 
sales personnel work on fully automated telesales systems.



















telescope

 
/ˈteləˌskōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an optical instrument designed to make distant objects appear nearer, containing an arrangement of lenses, or of curved mirrors and lenses, by which rays of light are collected and focused and the resulting image magnified.




2.
 
short for radio telescope
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to an object made of concentric tubular parts) slide or cause to slide into itself, so that it becomes smaller


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
five steel sections that telescope into one another.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — crush (a vehicle) by the force of an impact.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — condense or conflate so as to occupy less space or time




•
 
a way of telescoping many events into a relatively brief period.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
telescopio

 or modern Latin 
telescopium

 , from 
tele-

 ‘at a distance’ + 
-scopium

 (see -scope
 ).





telescopic

 
/ˌteləˈskäpik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or made with a telescope.




2.
 
capable of viewing and magnifying distant objects.




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 visible only through a telescope.




4.
 
having or consisting of concentric tubular sections designed to slide into one another




•
 
a telescopic umbrella.














II.
 
derivatives





telescopically

 
/ˌteləˈskäpək(ə)lē /






adverb





















telescopic sight






noun




a small telescope used for sighting, typically mounted on a rifle.













telescreen

 
/ˈteləˌskrēn/






noun




a television screen or other visual display terminal.




•
 
spectators could only see the action on the field by looking at the stadium's giant telescreen.



















teleshopping

 
/ˈteləˌSHäpiNG/






noun




the ordering of goods by customers using a telephone or direct computer link.













telesthesia

 
/ˌteləsˈTHēZH(ē)ə /

 


‹Brit.›

 telaesthesia





I.
 
noun




the supposed perception of distant occurrences or objects otherwise than by the recognized senses.








II.
 
derivatives





telesthetic

 
/-ˈTHetik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tele-
 + Greek 
aisthēsis

 ‘perception.’





telesurgery

 
/ˈteləˌsərjərē/





I.
 
noun




surgery performed by a doctor considerably distant from the patient, using medical robotics and multimedia image communication.








II.
 
derivatives





telesurgeon

 
/ˈteləˌsərjən /






noun





















teletext

 
/ˈteləˌtekst/






noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a news and information service in the form of text and graphics, transmitted using the spare capacity of existing television channels to televisions with appropriate receivers.













telethon

 
/ˈteləˌTHän/





I.
 
noun




a very long television program, typically one broadcast to raise money for a charity.











– origin

 1940s (originally US): from tele-
 ‘at a distance’ + 
-thon

 on the pattern of 
marathon

 .





teletype

 
/ˈteləˌtīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of teleprinter.




2.
 
a message received and printed by a teleprinter.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send (a message) by means of a teleprinter.













teletypewriter

 
/ˌteləˈtīpˌrīdər/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a teleprinter.













televangelist

 
/ˌteləˈvanjələst/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an evangelical preacher who appears regularly on television to preach and appeal for funds.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
televangelical

 
/ˌteləˌvanˈjelikəl /






adjective













2.
 
televangelism

 
/ˌteləˈvanjəˌlizəm /






noun





















televiewer

 
/ˈteləˌvyo͞oər/





I.
 
noun




a person who watches television.








II.
 
derivatives





televiewing

 
/-ˌvyo͞o-iNG /






noun, adjective





















televise

 
/ˈteləˌvīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
televised

 )


1.
 
transmit by television




•
 
a live televised debate between the party leaders.














II.
 
derivatives





televisable






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: back-formation from television
 .






television

 
/ˈteləˌviZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system for transmitting visual images and sound that are reproduced on screens, chiefly used to broadcast programs for entertainment, information, and education.




2.
 
the activity, profession, or medium of broadcasting on television




•
 
neither of my children showed the merest inclination to follow me into television




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
television news.










3.
 
television programs




•
 
Dan was sitting on the sofa watching television.










4.
 
(also 
television set

 )
 — a device that receives television signals and reproduces them on a screen.








II.
 
phrases





on (the) television






being broadcast by television; appearing in a television program




•
 
Norman was on television yesterday.





















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tele-
 ‘at a distance’ + vision
 .





televisionary

 
/ˌteləˈviZHəˌnerē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹often humorous›

 an enthusiast for television.








II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or induced by television




•
 
televisionary indoctrination in Luanda.



















television station






noun




an organization transmitting television programs.













televisual

 
/ˌteləˈviZHo͞oəl/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or suitable for television




•
 
the world of televisual images.














II.
 
derivatives





televisually






adverb





















telework

 
/ˈteləˌwərk/





I.
 
verb




another term for telecommute
 .








II.
 
noun




the practice of working from home, making use of the Internet, email, and the telephone.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
teleworker

 
/ˈteləˌwərkər /






noun













2.
 
teleworking

 
/ˈteləˌwərkiNG /






noun





















telex

 
/ˈteleks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an international system of telegraphy with printed messages transmitted and received by teleprinters using the public telecommunications network.




2.
 
a telex machine.




3.
 
a message sent by telex.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
communicate with (someone) by telex.




2.
 
send (a message) by telex.











– origin

 1930s: blend of teleprinter
 and exchange
 .





Telford

 
/ˈtelfərd/






a town in west central England; pop. 161,700 (est. 2007).









Telford, Thomas






(1757–1834), Scottish civil engineer. He built hundreds of miles of roads, more than a thousand bridges, and some canals, including the Caledonian Canal across Scotland that opened in 1822.









telic

 
/ˈtelik, ˈtē-/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or attitude) directed or tending to a definite end.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a verb, conjunction, or clause) expressing goal, result, or purpose.








II.
 
derivatives





telicity

 
/təˈlisitē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
telikos

 ‘final,’ from 
telos

 ‘end.’






tell1


 
/tel/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — communicate information, facts, or news to someone in spoken or written words


[with 
obj.

 and 
clause

 ]


•
 
I told her you were coming




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
direct speech

 ]
 
“We have nothing in common,” she told him




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he's telling the truth




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
we must be told the facts.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — order, instruct, or advise (someone) to do something




•
 
tell him to go away.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — narrate or relate (a tale or story).




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reveal (information) to someone in a nonverbal way




•
 
the figures tell a different story




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the smile on her face told him everything.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — divulge confidential or private information




•
 
promise you won't tell.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tell on

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 inform someone of the misdemeanors of




•
 
friends don't tell on each other.










7.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — decide or determine correctly or with certainty




•
 
you 
can tell

 they're in love.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — distinguish (one person or thing) from another; perceive (the difference) between one person or thing and another




•
 
I 
can't tell the difference between

 margarine and butter.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an experience or period of time) have a noticeable, typically harmful, effect on someone




•
 
the strain of supporting the family was beginning to 
tell on

 him.










10.
 
(of a particular factor) play a part in the success or otherwise of someone or something




•
 
lack of fitness 
told against

 him on his first run of the season.










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 count (the members of a series or group)




•
 
the shepherd had told all his sheep.














II.
 
noun




(especially in poker) an unconscious action that is thought to betray an attempted deception.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as far as one can tell






judging from the available information.









2.
 
I tell you (or I can tell you)






used to emphasize a statement




•
 
that took me by surprise, I can tell you!















3.
 
I (or I'll) tell you what






used to introduce a suggestion




•
 
I tell you what, why don't we meet for lunch tomorrow?















4.
 
I told you (so)






used as a way of pointing out that one's warnings, although ignored, have been proved to be well founded.









5.
 
tell one's beads






see bead
 .









6.
 
tell someone's fortune






see fortune
 .









7.
 
tell it like it is








‹informal›

 describe the facts of a situation no matter how unpleasant they may be.









8.
 
tell its own tale (or story)






be significant or revealing, without any further explanation or comment being necessary




•
 
the worried expression on Helen's face told its own tale.















9.
 
tell me about it








‹informal›

 used as an ironic acknowledgment of one's familiarity with a difficult or unpleasant situation or experience described by someone else.









10.
 
tell me another








‹informal›

 used as an expression of disbelief or incredulity.









11.
 
tell something a mile off






see mile
 .









12.
 
tell tales






make known or gossip about another person's secrets, wrongdoings, or faults.









13.
 
tell it to the marines






see marine
 .









14.
 
tell time






be able to ascertain the time from reading the face of a clock or watch.









15.
 
tell someone where to get off (or where they get off)








‹informal›

 angrily dismiss or rebuke someone.









16.
 
tell someone where to put (or what to do with) something








‹informal›

 angrily or emphatically reject something




•
 
I told him what he could do with his diamond.















17.
 
that would be telling








‹informal›

 used to convey that one is not prepared to divulge secret or confidential information.









18.
 
there is no telling






used to convey the impossibility of knowing what has happened or will happen




•
 
there's no telling how she will react.















19.
 
to tell (you) the truth






see truth.









20.
 
you're telling me!








‹informal›

 used to emphasize that one is already well aware of something or in complete agreement with a statement.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





tell someone off








‹informal›

 reprimand or scold someone




•
 
my parents told me off for coming home late.


















V.
 
derivatives





tellable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tellan

 ‘relate, count, estimate,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
zählen

 ‘reckon, count,’ 
erzählen

 ‘recount, relate,’ also to tale
 .





tell2


 
/tel/





I.
 
noun






[Archaeology]

 (in the Middle East) an artificial mound formed by the accumulated remains of ancient settlements.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Arabic 
tall

 ‘hillock.’





Tell, William

 
/tel/






a legendary hero of the liberation of Switzerland from Austrian oppression. He was required to hit with an arrow an apple placed on the head of his son, which he did successfully. The events are placed in the 14th century, but there is no evidence for a historical person of this name, and similar legends are of widespread occurrence.









tell-all





I.
 
adjective




revealing private or salacious details




•
 
a tell-all article in the tabloids.














II.
 
noun




a biography or memoir that reveals intimate details about its subject.













teller

 
/ˈtelər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person employed to deal with customers' transactions in a bank.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an automated teller machine.




3.
 
a person who tells something




•
 
a foul-mouthed teller of lies.










4.
 
a person appointed to count votes, especially in a legislature.








II.
 
derivatives





tellership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 teller
 (
sense

 1)





















Teller, Edward

 
/ˈtelər/






(1908–2003), US physicist, born in Hungary. He worked on the first atomic reactor and the first atom bombs, and work under his guidance led to the detonation of the first hydrogen bomb in 1952.









telling

 
/ˈteliNG/





I.
 
adjective




having a striking or revealing effect; significant




•
 
a telling argument against this theory.














II.
 
derivatives





tellingly

 
/ˈteliNGlē /






adverb





















telltale

 
/ˈtelˌtāl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
revealing, indicating, or betraying something




•
 
the telltale bulge of a concealed weapon.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, especially a child, who reports others' wrongdoings or reveals their secrets.




2.
 
a device or object that automatically gives a visual indication of the state or presence of something.




3.
 
(on a sailboat) a piece of string or fabric that shows the direction and force of the wind.













tellurian

 
/təˈlo͝orēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 of or inhabiting the earth.








II.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹literary›

 an inhabitant of the earth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tellus

 , 
tellur-

 ‘earth’ + -ian
 .





telluric

 
/təˈlo͝orik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the earth as a planet.




2.
 
of the soil.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tellus

 , 
tellur-

 ‘earth’ + -ic
 .





telluric acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline acid made by oxidizing tellurium dioxide.

[Chem. formula: Te(OH)6
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





tellurate

 
/ˈtelyəˌrāt /






noun





















telluride

 
/ˈtelyəˌrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound of tellurium with another more electropositive element or a radical.













Telluride

 
/ˈtelyəˌrīd/






a resort town in southwestern Colorado, a former mining center, now a popular ski resort; pop. 2,361 (est. 2008).









tellurite

 
/ˈtelyəˌrīt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt of the anion TeO3
 2−
 .













tellurium

 
/təˈlo͝orēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Te

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 52, a brittle, shiny silvery-white semimetal resembling selenium and occurring mainly in small amounts in metallic sulfide ores. It is a semiconductor and is used in some electrical devices and in specialized alloys.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
tellus

 , 
tellur-

 ‘earth,’ probably named in contrast to uranium
 .





telly

 
/ˈtelē/






noun






(Brit.)

 informal term for television
 .













telnet

 
/ˈtelˌnet /

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a network protocol that allows a user on one computer to log onto another computer that is part of the same network.




2.
 
a program that establishes a connection from one computer to another by means of a telnet program.




3.
 
a link established by a telnet program.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 log onto a remote computer using a telnet program.








III.
 
derivatives





telnettable






adjective



















– origin

 1970s: blend of telecommunication
 and network
 .





telolecithal

 
/ˌtelōˈlesəTHəl, ˌtēlō-/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of an egg or egg cell) having a large yolk situated at or near one end.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
telos

 ‘end’ + 
lekithos

 ‘egg yolk’ + -al
 .





telomerase

 
/təˈläməˌrās, təˈlō, -ˌrāz/






noun




an enzyme that adds nucleotides to telomeres, especially in cancer cells.













telomere

 
/ˈtēləˌmi(ə)r, ˈtelə-/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 a compound structure at the end of a chromosome.








II.
 
derivatives





telomeric

 
/ˌtēləˈmerik, ˌtelə- /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
telos

 ‘end’ + 
meros

 ‘part.’





telophase

 
/ˈtēləˌfāz, ˈtelə-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the final phase of cell division, between anaphase and interphase, in which the chromatids or chromosomes move to opposite ends of the cell and two nuclei are formed.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
telos

 ‘end’ + phase
 .





telos

 
/ˈteläs, ˈtē-/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Philosophy]

 
‹literary›

 an ultimate object or aim.











– origin

 Greek, literally ‘end.’





telson

 
/ˈtelsən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the last segment in the abdomen, or a terminal appendage to it, in crustaceans, chelicerates, and embryonic insects.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘limit.’





Telstar

 
/ˈtelstär/






the first of the active communications satellites (i.e., both receiving and retransmitting signals, not merely reflecting signals from the earth). It was launched by the US in 1962 and used in the transmission of television broadcasting and telephone communication.









Telugu

 
/ˈteləˌɡo͞o /

 
Telegu





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southeastern India.




2.
 
the Dravidian language of the Telugu, spoken mainly in the state of Andhra Pradesh.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Telugu or their language.











– origin

 from the name in Telugu, 
teluṅgu

 .





temblor

 
/ˈtemblər, -ˌblôr/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an earthquake.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from American Spanish.





temerarious

 
/ˌteməˈrerēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 reckless; rash.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
temerarius

 (from 
temere

 ‘rashly’) + -ous
 .





temerity

 
/təˈmerədē/





I.
 
noun




excessive confidence or boldness; audacity




•
 
no one had the temerity to question his conclusions.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
temeritas

 , from 
temere

 ‘rashly.’






Temesvár

 
/ˈtemeSHˌvär/






Hungarian name for Timişoara
 .









Temne

 
/ˈtemnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of Sierra Leone.




2.
 
the Niger–Congo language of the Temne, the main language of Sierra Leone.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Temne or their language.











– origin

 the name in Temne.





temnospondyl

 
/ˌtemnōˈspändl/





I.
 
noun




an extinct amphibian of a large group that was dominant from the Carboniferous to the Triassic.

[Order (or grade) 
Temnospondyli

 : many families.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Temnospondyli

 (plural), from Greek 
temnein

 ‘to cut’ + 
spondulos

 ‘vertebra.’






temp1


 
/temp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a temporary employee, typically an office worker who finds employment through an agency.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work as a temporary employee.











– origin

 1930s: abbreviation.





temp2


 
/temp/






abbreviation




temperature.













temp.





I.
 
abbreviation




in or from the time of




•
 
a Roman aqueduct temp. Augustus.

















– origin

 from Latin 
tempore

 , ablative of 
tempus

 ‘time.’





Tempe

 
/temˈpē, ˈtempē/






a city in south central Arizona, east of Phoenix, home to Arizona State University; pop. 175,523 (est. 2008).









tempeh

 
/ˈtempā/





I.
 
noun




an Indonesian dish made by deep-frying fermented soybeans.











– origin

 from Indonesian 
tempe

 .






temper

 
/ˈtempər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person's state of mind seen in terms of their being angry or calm




•
 
he rushed out in a very bad temper.










2.
 
a tendency to become angry easily




•
 
I know my temper gets the better of me at times.










3.
 
an angry state of mind




•
 
Drew had walked out 
in a temper






•
 
I only said it in 
a fit of temper

 .










4.
 
the degree of hardness and elasticity in steel or other metal




•
 
the blade rapidly heats up and the metal loses its temper.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
improve the hardness and elasticity of (steel or other metal) by reheating and then cooling it.




2.
 
improve the consistency or resiliency of (a substance) by heating it or adding particular substances to it.




3.
 
(often 
be tempered with

 )
 — serve as a neutralizing or counterbalancing force to (something)




•
 
their idealism is tempered with realism.










4.
 
tune (a piano or other instrument) so as to adjust the note intervals correctly.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep (or lose) one's temper






refrain (or fail to refrain) from becoming angry.









2.
 
out of temper






in an irritable mood.












IV.
 
derivatives





temperer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
temprian

 ‘bring something into the required condition by mixing it with something else,’ from Latin 
temperare

 ‘mingle, restrain oneself.’ Sense development was probably influenced by Old French 
temprer

 ‘to temper, moderate.’ The noun originally denoted a proportionate mixture of elements or qualities, also the combination of the four bodily humors, believed in medieval times to be the basis of temperament, hence 
sense

 1 
of the

 noun (late Middle English). Compare with temperament
 .





tempera

 
/ˈtempərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a method of painting with pigments dispersed in an emulsion miscible with water, typically egg yolk. The method was used in Europe for fine painting, mainly on wood panels, from the 12th or early 13th century until the 15th, when it began to give way to oils.




2.
 
the emulsion used in tempera painting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, in the phrase 
pingere a tempera

 ‘paint in distemper.’






temperament

 
/ˈtemp(ə)rəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's or animal's nature, especially as it permanently affects their behavior




•
 
she had an artistic temperament.










2.
 
the tendency to behave angrily or emotionally




•
 
he had begun to show signs of temperament.










3.
 
the adjustment of intervals in tuning a piano or other musical instrument so as to fit the scale for use in different keys; in 
equal temperament

 , the octave consists of twelve equal semitones.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
temperamentum

 ‘correct mixture,’ from 
temperare

 ‘mingle.’ In early use the word was synonymous with the noun temper
 .





temperamental

 
/ˌtemp(ə)rəˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) liable to unreasonable changes of mood.




2.
 
of or relating to a person's temperament




•
 
they were firm friends in spite of temperamental differences.














II.
 
derivatives





temperamentally

 
/ˌtemp(ə)rəˈmen(t)lē /






adverb





















temperance

 
/ˈtemp(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
abstinence from alcoholic drink


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the temperance movement.










2.
 
moderation or self-restraint, especially in eating and drinking.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
temperaunce

 , from Latin 
temperantia

 ‘moderation,’ from 
temperare

 ‘restrain.’






temperate

 
/ˈtemp(ə)rət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a region or climate characterized by mild temperatures.




2.
 
showing moderation or self-restraint




•
 
Charles was temperate in his consumption of both food and drink.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
temperately






adverb













2.
 
temperateness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘not affected by passion or emotion’): from Latin 
temperatus

 ‘mingled, restrained,’ from the verb 
temperare

 .






temperate zone

 
Temperate Zone






noun




each of the two belts of latitude between the torrid zone and the northern and southern frigid zones.













temperature

 
/ˈtemp(ə)rəCHər ˈtemp(ə)rəˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the degree or intensity of heat present in a substance or object, especially as expressed according to a comparative scale and shown by a thermometer or perceived by touch.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the degree of internal heat of a person's body




•
 
I'll 
take her temperature

 .










3.
 


‹informal›

 a body temperature above the normal; fever




•
 
he 
was running a temperature

 .










4.
 
the degree of excitement or tension in a discussion or confrontation




•
 
the temperature of the debate was lower than before.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
température

 or Latin 
temperatura

 , from 
temperare

 ‘restrain.’ The word originally denoted the state of being tempered or mixed, later becoming synonymous with temperament
 . The modern sense dates from the late 17th cent.





-tempered






combining form




having a specified temper or disposition




•
 
ill-tempered.



















-temperedly






combining form




in adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-tempered

 (such as 
bad-temperedly

 corresponding to 
bad-tempered

 ).













-temperedness






combining form




in nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-tempered

 (such as 
bad-temperedness

 corresponding to 
bad-tempered

 ).














tempest

 
/ˈtempəst/





I.
 
noun




a violent windy storm.








II.
 
phrases





a tempest in a teapot








(N. Amer.)

 great anger or excitement about a trivial matter.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tempeste

 , from Latin 
tempestas

 ‘season, weather, storm,’ from 
tempus

 ‘time, season.’





tempestuous

 
/temˈpesCH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by strong and turbulent or conflicting emotion




•
 
he had a reckless and tempestuous streak.










2.
 
very stormy




•
 
a tempestuous wind.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tempestuously

 
/temˈpesCH(o͞o)əslē /






adverb













2.
 
tempestuousness

 
/temˈpesCH(o͞o)əsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
tempestuosus

 , from Latin 
tempestas

 (see tempest
 ).





tempi

 
/ˈtempē/






plural form of tempo
 .









Templar

 
/ˈtemplər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of the Knights Templar.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
templier

 , from medieval Latin 
templarius

 , from Latin 
templum

 (see temple
 1
 ).





template

 
/ˈtemplət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaped piece of metal, wood, card, plastic, or other material used as a pattern for processes such as painting, cutting out, shaping, or drilling.




2.
 
something that serves as a model for others to copy




•
 
the plant was to serve as the template for change throughout the company.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a preset format for a document or file, used so that the format does not have to be recreated each time it is used




•
 
a memo template.










4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a nucleic acid molecule that acts as a pattern for the sequence of assembly of a protein, nucleic acid, or other large molecule.




5.
 
a timber or plate used to distribute the weight in a wall or under a support.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as 
templet

 ): probably from temple
 3
 + -et
 1
 . The change in the ending in the 19th cent. was due to association with plate
 .






temple1


 
/ˈtempəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building devoted to the worship, or regarded as the dwelling place, of a god or gods or other objects of religious reverence.




2.
 
(
the Temple

 )
 — either of two successive religious buildings of the Jews in Jerusalem. The first (957–586 
BC

 ) was built by Solomon and destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar; it contained the Ark of the Covenant. The second (515 
BC

 –
AD

 70) was enlarged by Herod the Great from 20 
BC

 and destroyed by the Romans during a Jewish revolt; all that remains is the Western Wall.




3.
 
(
the Temple

 )
 — a group of buildings in Fleet Street in London that stand on land formerly occupied by the headquarters of the Knights Templar. Located there are the Inner and Outer Temple, two of the Inns of Court.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a synagogue.




5.
 
a place of Christian public worship, especially a Protestant church in France.











– origin

 Old English 
templ

 , 
tempel

 , reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
temple

 , both from Latin 
templum

 ‘open or consecrated space.’






temple2


 
/ˈtempəl/





I.
 
noun




the flat part of either side of the head between the forehead and the ear.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from an alteration of Latin 
tempora

 , plural of 
tempus

 ‘temple of the head.’






temple3


 
/ˈtempəl/





I.
 
noun




a device in a loom for keeping the cloth stretched.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, perhaps ultimately the same word as temple
 2
 .





Temple

 
/ˈtempəl/






an industrial and commercial city in central Texas; pop. 59,654 (est. 2008).









Temple, Shirley






(1928–2014), US child star; married name 
Shirley Temple Black

 . In the 1930s, she appeared in movies such as 
The Little Colonel

 (1935) and 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm

 (1938). She later became active in Republican politics and represented the US at the United Nations and as an ambassador.









temple block






noun




a percussion instrument consisting of a hollow block of wood that is struck with a stick.














tempo

 
/ˈtempō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 the speed at which a passage of music is or should be played.




2.
 
the rate or speed of motion or activity; pace




•
 
the tempo of life dictated by a heavy workload.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a fencing term denoting the timing of an attack): from Italian, from Latin 
tempus

 ‘time.’






temporal1


 
/ˈtemp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to worldly as opposed to spiritual affairs; secular.




2.
 
of or relating to time.




3.
 


[Grammar]

 relating to or denoting time or tense.








II.
 
derivatives





temporally

 
/ˈtemp(ə)rəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
temporel

 or Latin 
temporalis

 , from 
tempus

 , 
tempor-

 ‘time.’





temporal2


 
/ˈtemp(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or situated in the temples of the head.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
temporalis

 , from 
tempora

 ‘the temples’ (see temple
 2
 ).





temporal bone






noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of bones that form part of the side of the skull on each side and enclose the middle and inner ear.













temporalis

 
/ˌtempəˈraləs, -ˈrālis/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a fan-shaped muscle that runs from the side of the skull to the back of the lower jaw and is involved in closing the mouth and chewing.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin.





temporality

 
/ˌtempəˈralədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of existing within or having some relationship with time.




2.
 
(usu. 
temporalities

 )
 — a secular possession, especially the properties and revenues of a religious body or a member of the clergy.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting temporal matters or secular authority): from late Latin 
temporalitas

 , from 
temporalis

 (see temporal
 1
 ).





temporal lobe






noun




each of the paired lobes of the brain lying beneath the temples, including areas concerned with the understanding of speech.













temporal power






noun




the power of a bishop or cleric, especially the pope, in secular matters.













temporary

 
/ˈtempəˌrerē/





I.
 
adjective




lasting for only a limited period of time; not permanent




•
 
a temporary job.














II.
 
noun




a person employed on a temporary basis, typically an office worker who finds employment through an agency.

See also temp
 1
 .








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
temporarily

 
/ˈtempəˌrerəlē /






adverb













2.
 
temporariness

 
/ˈtempəˌrerēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
temporarius

 , from 
tempus

 , 
tempor-

 ‘time.’





temporize

 
/ˈtempəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — avoid making a decision or committing oneself in order to gain time




•
 
the opportunity was missed because the mayor still temporized.










2.
 
temporarily adopt a particular course in order to conform to the circumstances




•
 
their unwillingness to temporize had driven their country straight into conflict with France.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
temporization

 
/ˌtemp(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌtempəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
temporizer

 
/ˈtempəˌrīzər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
temporiser

 ‘bide one's time,’ from medieval Latin 
temporizare

 ‘to delay,’ from Latin 
tempus

 , 
tempor-

 ‘time.’





temporomandibular joint

 
/ˌtempərōˌmanˌdibyələr ˈjoint/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the hinge joint between the temporal bone and the lower jaw.













tempo rubato

 
/ˌtempō ro͞oˈbädō/






noun




fuller term for rubato
 .













Tempranillo

 
/ˌtemprəˈnēyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown in Spain, used to make Rioja wine.




2.
 
a red wine made from the Tempranillo grape.











– origin

 named after a village in northern Spain.





tempt

 
/tem(p)t/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
entice or attempt to entice (someone) to do or acquire something that they find attractive but know to be wrong or not beneficial




•
 
don't allow impatience to 
tempt

 you 
into

 overexposure and sunburn




•
 
there'll always be someone tempted by the rich pickings of poaching




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
jobs that involve entertaining may tempt you to drink more than you intend.










2.
 
(
be tempted to do something

 )
 — have an urge or inclination to do something




•
 
I was tempted to look at my watch, but didn't dare.










3.
 
attract; allure




•
 
he was tempted out of retirement to save the team.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 risk provoking (a deity or abstract force), usually with undesirable consequences.








II.
 
phrases





tempt fate (or providence)






do something that is risky or dangerous.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
temptability

 
/ˌtem(p)təˈbilitē /






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›















2.
 
temptable

 
/ˈtem(p)təb(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tempter

 ‘to test,’ from Latin 
temptare

 ‘handle, test, try.’





temptation

 
/tem(p)ˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a desire to do something, especially something wrong or unwise




•
 
he resisted the temptation to call Celia at the office




•
 
we almost gave in to temptation.










2.
 
a thing or course of action that attracts or tempts someone




•
 
the temptations of life in New York.










3.
 
(
the Temptation

 )
 — the tempting of Jesus by the Devil (see Matt. 4).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
temptacion

 , from Latin 
temptatio(n-)

 , from 
temptare

 ‘handle, test, try.’





tempter

 
/ˈtem(p)tər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing that tempts.




2.
 
(
the Tempter

 )
 — the Devil.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tempteur

 , from ecclesiastical Latin 
temptator

 , from Latin 
temptare

 ‘to handle, test, try.’





tempting

 
/ˈtem(p)tiNG/





I.
 
adjective




appealing to or attracting someone, even if wrong or inadvisable




•
 
a tempting financial offer




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it is often tempting to bring about change rapidly.














II.
 
derivatives





temptingly

 
/ˈtem(p)tiNGlē /






adverb





















temptress

 
/ˈtem(p)trəs/






noun




a woman who tempts someone to do something, typically a sexually attractive woman who sets out to allure or seduce someone.













tempura

 
/temˈpo͝orə ˈtempərə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of fish, shellfish, or vegetables, fried in batter.











– origin

 Japanese, probably from Portuguese 
tempêro

 ‘seasoning.’





tempus fugit

 
/ˌtempəs ˈfyo͞ojit/





I.
 
exclamation




time flies (used to draw attention to the rapid passage of time)




•
 
Tempus fugit! It seems no time since we were cursing the long, dark winter evenings—now here we are in flaming June.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: Latin, from 
tempus

 ‘time’ + 
fugere

 ‘flee, fly,’ after 
fugit inreparabile tempus

 ‘irretrievable time is flying’ (Virgil, 
Georgics

 3.284).






ten

 
/ten/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
x

 , 
X

 )
 — equivalent to the product of five and two; one more than nine; 10




•
 
the last ten years




•
 
the house comfortably sleeps ten




•
 
a ten-foot shrub.










2.
 
a group or unit of ten people or things




•
 
count in tens.










3.
 
ten years old




•
 
the boy was no more than ten.










4.
 
ten o'clock




•
 
at about ten at night, I got a call.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by ten.




6.
 
a ten-dollar bill




•
 
he took the money in tens.










7.
 
a playing card with ten pips.




8.
 
(
a ten

 )
 — used to indicate that someone has done something well; the highest mark on a scale of one to ten




•
 
I would have to give them a ten for all the work they did.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be ten a penny






see penny
 .









2.
 
ten to one






very probably




•
 
ten to one you'll never find out who did this.





















– origin

 Old English 
tēn

 , 
tīen

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tien

 and German 
zehn

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
daśa

 , Greek 
deka

 , and Latin 
decem

 .





ten.






abbreviation






[Music]

 tenuto.













tenable

 
/ˈtenəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be maintained or defended against attack or objection




•
 
such a simplistic approach is no longer tenable.










2.
 
(of an office, position, scholarship, etc.) able to be held or used




•
 
the post is tenable for three years.














II.
 
derivatives





tenability

 
/ˌtenəˈbilədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from 
tenir

 ‘to hold,’ from Latin 
tenere

 .





tenace

 
/ˈtenˌās, ˈtenis/





I.
 
noun




(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) a pair of cards in one hand that rank immediately above and below a card held by an opponent, e.g., the ace and queen in a suit of which an opponent holds the king.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Spanish 
tenaza

 , literally ‘pincers.’





tenacious

 
/təˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to keep a firm hold of something; clinging or adhering closely




•
 
a tenacious grip.










2.
 
not readily relinquishing a position, principle, or course of action; determined




•
 
you're tenacious and you get at the truth




•
 
the most tenacious politician.










3.
 
persisting in existence; not easily dispelled




•
 
a tenacious local legend.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tenaciously

 
/təˈnāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
tenaciousness

 
/təˈnāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tenax

 , 
tenac-

 (from 
tenere

 ‘to hold’) + -ious
 .





tenacity

 
/təˈnasədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or fact of being able to grip something firmly; grip




•
 
the sheer tenacity of the limpet.










2.
 
the quality or fact of being very determined; determination




•
 
you have to admire the tenacity of these two guys.










3.
 
the quality or fact of continuing to exist; persistence




•
 
the tenacity of certain myths within the historical record.



















tenaculum

 
/təˈnakyələm/





I.
 
noun




a surgical clamp with sharp hooks at the end, used to hold or pick up small pieces of tissue such as the ends of arteries.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘holder, holding instrument,’ from 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’





tenancy

 
/ˈtenənsē/






noun




possession of land or property as a tenant




•
 
Holding took over the tenancy of the farm.




















tenancy in common






noun






[Law]

 a shared tenancy in which each holder has a distinct, separately transferable interest.














tenant

 
/ˈtenənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who occupies land or property rented from a landlord.




2.
 


[Law]

 a person holding real property by private ownership.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tenanted

 )


1.
 
occupy (property) as a tenant.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tenantable

 
/ˈtenən(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹formal›















2.
 
tenantless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, literally ‘holding,’ present participle of 
tenir

 , from Latin 
tenere

 .





tenant at will






noun






[Law]

 a tenant that can be evicted without notice.













tenant farmer

 
/ˈtenənt ˈfärmər/






noun




a person who farms rented land.













tenantry

 
/ˈtenəntrē/






noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the tenants of an estate.




2.
 
tenancy.













Tencel

 
/ˈtensel/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a cellulosic fiber obtained from wood pulp using recyclable solvents; a fabric made from this.











– origin

 1960s (proprietary name of various yarns and fabrics): an invented word.





tench

 
/ten(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a European freshwater fish of the minnow family, popular with anglers and widely introduced elsewhere, including several US states.

[
Tinca tinca

 , family 
Cyprinidae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tenche

 , from late Latin 
tinca

 .





Ten Commandments





I.
 
(in the Bible) the divine rules of conduct given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai, according to Exod. 20:1–17.





The commandments are generally enumerated as: have no other gods; do not make or worship idols; do not take the name of the Lord in vain; keep the sabbath holy; honor one's father and mother; do not kill; do not commit adultery; do not steal; do not give false evidence; do not covet another's property or wife.






tend1


 
/tend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regularly or frequently behave in a particular way or have a certain characteristic


[no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
written language tends to be formal




•
 
her hair tended to come loose.










2.
 
(
tend to/toward

 )
 — be liable to possess or display (a particular characteristic)




•
 
Walter tended toward corpulence.










3.
 
go or move in a particular direction




•
 
the road tends west around small mountains.










4.
 
(
tend to

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 approach (a quantity or limit)




•
 
the Fourier coefficients tend to zero.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘move or be inclined to move in a certain direction’): from Old French 
tendre

 ‘stretch, tend,’ from Latin 
tendere

 .






tend2


 
/tend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
care for or look after; give one's attention to




•
 
Viola tended plants on the roof




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
for two or three months he 
tended to

 business.










2.
 


(US)

 direct or manage; work in




•
 
I've been tending bar at the airport lounge.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 wait on as an attendant or servant.








II.
 
derivatives





tendance

 
/ˈtendəns /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of attend
 .





tendency

 
/ˈtendənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an inclination toward a particular characteristic or type of behavior




•
 
for students, there is a 
tendency to

 socialize in the evenings




•
 
criminal tendencies.










2.
 
a group within a larger political party or movement




•
 
the dominant tendency in the party remained right-wing.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
tendentia

 , from 
tendere

 ‘to stretch’ (see tend
 1
 ).





tendentious

 
/tenˈdenSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




expressing or intending to promote a particular cause or point of view, especially a controversial one




•
 
a tendentious reading of history.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tendentiously

 
/tenˈdenSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
tendentiousness

 
/tenˈdenSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: suggested by German 
tendenziös

 .





tender1


 
/ˈtendər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing gentleness and concern or sympathy




•
 
he was being so kind and tender.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
tender of

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 solicitous of; concerned for




•
 
be tender of a lady's reputation.










3.
 
(of food) easy to cut or chew; not tough




•
 
tender green beans.










4.
 
(of a plant) easily injured by severe weather and therefore needing protection.




5.
 
(of a part of the body) sensitive to pain




•
 
the pale, tender skin of her forearm.










6.
 
young, immature, and vulnerable




•
 
at 
the tender age of

 five.










7.
 
requiring tact or careful handling




•
 
the issue of conscription was a particularly tender one.










8.
 


[Nautical]

 (of a ship) leaning or readily inclined to roll in response to the wind.








II.
 
phrases





tender mercies






used ironically to imply that someone cannot be trusted to look after or treat someone else kindly or well




•
 
they have abandoned their children to the tender mercies of the social services.


















III.
 
derivatives





tenderly

 
/ˈtendərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tendre

 , from Latin 
tener

 ‘tender, delicate.’





tender2


 
/ˈtendər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer or present (something) formally




•
 
he tendered his resignation as leader.










2.
 
offer (money) as payment




•
 
she tendered her fare.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a formal written offer to carry out work, supply goods, or buy land, shares, or another asset for a stated fixed price




•
 
firms of interior decorators have been 
tendering for

 the work.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a formal offer giving (a stated fixed price)




•
 
what price should we tender for a contract?














II.
 
noun




an offer to carry out work, supply goods, or buy land, shares, or another asset at a stated fixed price.








III.
 
phrases





put something out to tender






seek offers to carry out work or supply goods at a stated fixed price.












IV.
 
derivatives





tenderer

 
/ˈtend(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a legal term meaning ‘formally offer a plea or evidence, or money to discharge a debt,’ also as a noun denoting such an offer): from Old French 
tendre

 , from Latin 
tendere

 ‘to stretch, hold forth’ (see tend
 1
 ).





tender3


 
/ˈtendər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
combination

 or with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person who looks after someone else or a machine or place




•
 
Alexei signaled to one of the engine tenders.










2.
 
a boat used to ferry people and supplies to and from a ship.




3.
 
a railcar coupled to a steam locomotive to carry fuel and water.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘attendant, nurse’): from tend
 2
 or shortening of 
attender

 (see attend
 ).





tender-eyed

 
/ˌtendərˈīd/






adjective



1.
 
having gentle eyes.




2.
 
having sore or weak eyes.













tenderfoot

 
/ˈtendərˌfo͝ot/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a newcomer or novice, especially a person unaccustomed to the hardships of pioneer life.




2.
 
a Boy Scout of the lowest rank.













tenderhearted

 
/ˌtendərˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




having a kind, gentle, or sentimental nature.








II.
 
derivatives





tenderheartedness

 
/ˌtendərˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















tenderize

 
/ˈtendəˌrīz/






verb




make (meat) more tender by beating or slow cooking.













tenderizer

 
/ˈtendəˌrīzər/






noun



1.
 
a thing used to make meat tender, in particular




2.
 
a substance such as papain that is rubbed onto meat or used as a marinade to soften the fibers.




3.
 
a small hammer with teeth on the head, used to beat meat.













tenderloin

 
/ˈtendərˌloin/






noun



1.
 
the tenderest part of a loin of beef, pork, etc., taken from under the short ribs in the hindquarters.




2.
 


(US)

 the undercut of a sirloin.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a district of a city where vice and corruption are prominent.

[late 19th cent.: originally a term applied to a district of New York, seen as a ‘choice’ assignment by police because of the bribes offered to them to turn a blind eye.]













tenderness

 
/ˈtendərnəs /ˈtendərnəs//






noun



1.
 
gentleness and kindness




•
 
he picked her up in his arms with great tenderness.










2.
 
feelings of deep affection; devotion




•
 
tenderness for the opposite sex.










3.
 
sensitivity to pain




•
 
abdominal tenderness.










4.
 
the quality of being easy to cut or chew; succulence




•
 
steak braised to perfect tenderness in a red-wine-and-brandy sauce.



















tendinitis

 
/ˌtendəˈnīdəs /

 
tendonitis






noun




inflammation of a tendon, most commonly from overuse but also from infection or rheumatic disease.













tendon

 
/ˈtendən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a flexible but inelastic cord of strong fibrous collagen tissue attaching a muscle to a bone.




2.
 
the hamstring of a quadruped.








II.
 
derivatives





tendinous

 
/ˈtend(ə)nəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French or medieval Latin 
tendo(n-)

 , translating Greek 
tenōn

 ‘sinew,’ from 
teinein

 ‘to stretch.’





tendon organ






noun






[Anatomy]

 a sensory receptor within a tendon that responds to tension and relays impulses to the central nervous system.













tendril

 
/ˈtendrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender threadlike appendage of a climbing plant, often growing in a spiral form, that stretches out and twines around any suitable support.




2.
 
something resembling a plant tendril, especially a slender curl or ringlet of hair.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably a diminutive of Old French 
tendron

 ‘young shoot,’ from Latin 
tener

 ‘tender.’





tendu

 
/tänˈdo͞o, täNdY/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Ballet]

 (of a position) stretched out or held tautly




•
 
battement tendu.

















– origin

 French.





tendu leaf





I.
 
noun




the leaves of an Asian ebony tree, gathered in India as a cheap tobacco substitute.

[
Diospyros melanoxylon

 , family 
Ebenaceae

 .]











– origin

 Hindi 
tendu

 .





Tenebrae

 
/ˈtenəˌbrā, -ˌbrē/





I.
 
plural noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) matins and lauds for the last three days of Holy Week, at which candles are successively extinguished. Several composers have set parts of the office to music.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘darkness.’





tenebrosity

 
/tenəˈbräsədē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the quality of being dark or shadowy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
ténébrosité

 , from Latin 
tenebrosus

 , from 
tenebrae

 ‘darkness.’





tenebrous

 
/ˈtenəbrəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 dark; shadowy or obscure.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
tenebrosus

 , from 
tenebrae

 ‘darkness.’





tenement

 
/ˈtenəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or a set of rooms forming a separate residence within a house or block of apartments.




2.
 
(also 
tenement house

 )
 — a house divided into and rented out as separate residences, especially one that is run-down and overcrowded.




3.
 
a piece of land held by an owner.




4.
 


[Law]

 any kind of permanent property, e.g., lands or rents, held from a superior.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘tenure, property held by tenure’): via Old French from medieval Latin 
tenementum

 , from 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’





Tenerife

 
/ˌtenəˈrif/






a volcanic island in the Atlantic Ocean, the largest of the Canary Islands; pop. 866,033 (2008); capital, Santa Cruz.









tenesmus

 
/təˈnezməs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a continual or recurrent inclination to evacuate the bowels, caused by disorder of the rectum or other illness.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
teinesmos

 ‘straining,’ from 
teinein

 ‘stretch, strain.’





tenet

 
/ˈtenət/





I.
 
noun




a principle or belief, especially one of the main principles of a religion or philosophy




•
 
the tenets of classical liberalism.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (superseding earlier 
tenent

 ): from Latin, literally ‘he holds,’ from the verb 
tenere

 .





tenfold

 
/ˈtenˌfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
ten times as great or as numerous




•
 
a tenfold increase in the use of insecticides.










2.
 
having ten parts or elements.








II.
 
adverb




by ten times; to ten times the number or amount




•
 
production increased tenfold.



















ten-gallon hat

 
/ˈten ˈˌɡalən ˈhat/






noun




a large, broad-brimmed hat, traditionally worn by cowboys.













tenge

 
/ˈteNGɡā/






noun



1.
 
the basic monetary unit of Kazakhstan, equal to 100 teins.




2.
 
a monetary unit of Turkmenistan, equal to one hundredth of a manat.













Teniers, David

 
/ˈtenyərz, təˈni(ə)rs/






(1610–90), Flemish painter; known as 
David Teniers the Younger

 .









Tenn.






abbreviation




Tennessee.













tennantite

 
/ˈtenənˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a gray-black mineral consisting of a sulfide of copper, iron, and arsenic. It is an important ore of copper.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Smithson 
Tennant

 (1761–1815), English chemist, + -ite
 1
 .






tenné

 
/ˈtenē /

 

‹Heraldry›


 
tenny





I.
 
noun




orange-brown, as a stain used in blazoning.








II.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
of the color of tenné.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: obsolete French, variant of Old French 
tane

 (see tawny
 ).





tenner

 
/ˈtenər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a ten-pound note.













Tennessean

 
/ˌtenəˈsēən /

 
Tennesseean





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of Tennessee or its inhabitants




•
 
the Tennessean sons of a preacher.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Tennessee




•
 
a way for us to honor a great Tennessean.




















Tennessee

 
/ˌtenəˈsē/





I.
 
a river in the southeastern US, flowing in a great loop, generally west and then north, for about 875 miles (1,400 km) to join the Ohio River in western Kentucky.




II.
 
a state in the central southeastern US; pop. 6,214,888 (est. 2008); capital, Nashville; statehood, June 1, 1796 (16). It was the site of many Civil War battles, including those at Shiloh and Chattanooga.









Tennessee Valley Authority

 
TVA






an independent federal government agency in the US, created in 1933 as part of the New Deal proposals. Responsible for the development of the whole Tennessee river basin, it provides one of the world's greatest irrigation and hydroelectric power systems.









Tennessee Walking Horse






noun




a powerful riding horse of a breed with a characteristic fast walking pace.













tennies

 
/ˈtenēz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 tennis shoes.













tennis

 
/ˈtenəs/





I.
 
noun




a game in which two or four players strike a ball with rackets over a net stretched across a court. The usual form (originally called 
lawn tennis

 ) is played with a felt-covered hollow rubber ball on a grass, clay, or artificial surface.

See also court tennis
 .











– origin

 late Middle English 
tenetz

 , 
tenes

 ‘court tennis,’ apparently from Old French 
tenez

 ‘take, receive’ (called by the server to an opponent), imperative of 
tenir

 .





tennis bracelet






noun




a bracelet containing many small gems, usually diamonds, linked together in a narrow chain.













tennis court






noun




a rectangular area marked with lines on which tennis is played.













tennis elbow

 
/ˌtenəs ˈelbō/






noun




inflammation of the tendons of the elbow (epicondylitis) caused by overuse of the muscles of the forearm.













tennis shoe

 
/ˈtenəs ˌSHo͞o/






noun




a light canvas or leather soft-soled shoe suitable for tennis or casual wear.













Tenno

 
/ˈtenō/





I.
 
noun




the Emperor of Japan.











– origin

 Japanese.





tenny

 
/ˈtenē/






noun, adjective




var. of tenné
 .













Tennyson, Alfred

 
/ˈtenəsən/






1st Baron Tennyson of Aldworth and Freshwater (1809–92), English poet; poet laureate from 1850. His reputation was established by 
In Memoriam

 (1850), a long poem concerned with immortality, change, and evolution. Other notable works: 
“The Charge of the Light Brigade”

 (1854) and 
Idylls of the King

 (1859).









Tennysonian

 
/ˌtenəˈsōnēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or in the style of Tennyson.








II.
 
noun




an admirer or student of Tennyson or his work.













Tenochtitlán

 
/təˌnôCHtēˈtlän/






the ancient capital of the Aztec empire, founded 
c.

 1320. In 1521, the Spanish conquistador Cortés destroyed it and established Mexico City on its site.









tenon

 
/ˈtenən/





I.
 
noun




a projecting piece of wood made for insertion into a mortise in another piece.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tenoned

 )


1.
 
join by means of a tenon.




2.
 
cut as a tenon.








III.
 
derivatives





tenoner






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from 
tenir

 ‘to hold,’ from Latin 
tenere

 .






tenor1


 
/ˈtenər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a singing voice between baritone and alto or countertenor, the highest of the ordinary adult male range.




2.
 
a singer with a tenor voice.




3.
 
a part written for a tenor voice.




4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — an instrument, especially a saxophone, trombone, tuba, or viol, of the lowest pitch but one in its family




•
 
a tenor sax.










5.
 
(in full 
tenor bell

 )
 — the largest and deepest bell of a ring or set.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin, based on 
tenere

 ‘to hold’; so named because the tenor part was allotted (and therefore “held”) the melody.





tenor2


 
/ˈtenər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (usu. 
the tenor of

 )
 — the general meaning, sense, or content of something




•
 
the general tenor of the debate.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (usu. 
the tenor of

 )
 — a settled or prevailing character or direction, especially the course of a person's life or habits




•
 


the even tenor of

 life in the kitchen was disrupted the following day.










3.
 


[Law]

 the actual wording of a document.




4.
 


[Finance]

 the time that must elapse before a bill of exchange or promissory note becomes due for payment.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tenour

 , from Latin 
tenor

 ‘course, substance, import of a law,’ from 
tenere

 ‘to hold.’





tenor clef






noun






[Music]

 a clef placing middle C on the second-highest line of the stave, used chiefly for cello and bassoon music.













tenorino

 
/ˌtenəˈrēnō/





I.
 
noun




a high tenor.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
tenore

 ‘tenor.’





tenorist

 
/ˈtenərəst/






noun




a person who plays a tenor instrument, especially the tenor saxophone.













tenosynovitis

 
/ˌtenōˌsīnəˈvīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation and swelling of a tendon, typically in the wrist, often caused by repetitive movements such as typing.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
tenōn

 ‘tendon’ + synovitis
 .





tenotomy

 
/təˈnädəmē/





I.
 
noun




the surgical cutting of a tendon, especially as a remedy for club foot.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek 
tenōn

 ‘tendon’ + 
-tomia

 (see -tomy
 ).





tenpin

 
/ˈtenˌpin/






noun



1.
 
a wooden pin used in tenpin bowling.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
tenpins

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 tenpin bowling.













tenpin bowling

 
/ˌtenˌpin ˈbōliNG/






noun




a game in which ten wooden pins are set up at the end of a track (typically one of several in a large, automated alley) and bowled down with hard rubber or plastic balls.













tenpounder

 
/ˈtenˌpoundər/






noun




a large, silvery-blue, herringlike fish of tropical seas that is popular as a game fish.

Also called ladyfish
 . [
Elops saurus

 , family 
Elopidae

 .]













tenrec

 
/ˈtenrek/





I.
 
noun




a small, insectivorous mammal native to Madagascar, different kinds of which resemble hedgehogs, shrews, or small otters.

[Several genera in the family 
Tenrecidae

 : many species, including the 
common tenrec

 (
Tenrec ecaudatus

 ), also found in the Comoro islands.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
tanrec

 , from Malagasy 
tàndraka

 .





TENS

 
/tenz/






abbreviation




transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation, a technique intended to provide pain relief by applying electrodes to the skin to block impulses in underlying nerves.














tense1


 
/tens/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a muscle or someone's body) stretched tight or rigid




•
 
she tried to relax her tense muscles.










2.
 
(of a person) unable to relax because of nervousness, anxiety, or stimulation




•
 
he was tense with excitement.










3.
 
(of a situation, event, etc.) causing or showing anxiety and nervousness




•
 
relations between the two neighboring states had been tense in recent years.










4.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound, especially a vowel) pronounced with the vocal muscles stretched tight.

The opposite of lax
 1
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become tense, typically through anxiety or nervousness




•
 
her body 
tensed up

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a muscle or one's body) tight or rigid




•
 
carefully stretch and then tense your muscles.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tensely

 
/ˈtenslē /






adverb













2.
 
tenseness

 
/ˈtensnəs /






noun













3.
 
tensity

 
/ˈtensədē /






noun




(
 — 

‹dated›





















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
tensus

 ‘stretched,’ from the verb 
tendere

 .





tense2


 
/tens/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a set of forms taken by a verb to indicate the time (and sometimes also the continuance or completeness) of the action in relation to the time of the utterance




•
 
the past tense.














II.
 
derivatives





tenseless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘time’): from Old French 
tens

 , from Latin 
tempus

 ‘time.’





tensegrity

 
/tenˈseɡrədē/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 the characteristic property of a stable three-dimensional structure consisting of members under tension that are contiguous and members under compression that are not.











– origin

 1950s: from 
tensional integrity

 .





tensile

 
/ˈtensəl ˈtenˌsīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to tension.




2.
 
capable of being drawn out or stretched.








II.
 
derivatives





tensility

 
/tenˈsilitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
tensilis

 , from Latin 
tendere

 ‘to stretch.’






tensile strength

 
/ˈtensəl ˈtenˌsīl streNG(k)TH strenTH/






noun




the resistance of a material to breaking under tension.

Compare with compressive strength
 .













tension

 
/ˈtenSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being stretched tight




•
 
the parachute keeps the cable under tension as it drops.










2.
 
the state of having the muscles stretched tight, especially as causing strain or discomfort




•
 
the elimination of neck tension can relieve headaches.










3.
 
a strained state or condition resulting from forces acting in opposition to each other.




4.
 
the degree of tightness of stitches in knitting and machine sewing.




5.
 
electromotive force.




6.
 
mental or emotional strain




•
 
a mind that is affected by stress or tension cannot think as clearly.










7.
 
a strained political or social state or relationship




•
 
the coup followed months of tension between the military and the government




•
 
racial tensions.










8.
 
a relationship between ideas or qualities with conflicting demands or implications




•
 
the basic 
tension between

 freedom and control.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a force to (something) that tends to stretch it.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tensional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
tensionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
tensioner






noun













4.
 
tensionless






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a medical term denoting a condition or feeling of being physically stretched or strained): from French, or from Latin 
tensio(n-)

 , from 
tendere

 ‘stretch.’





tensive

 
/ˈtensiv/






adjective




causing or expressing tension.













Tenskwatawa

 
/ten(t)ˈskwädəˌwä/






see Tecumseh
 .









tensor

 
/ˈtensər ˈtenˌsô(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 a mathematical object analogous to but more general than a vector, represented by an array of components that are functions of the coordinates of a space.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a muscle that tightens or stretches a part of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





tensorial

 
/tenˈsôrēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
tendere

 ‘to stretch.’





tent

 
/tent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a portable shelter made of cloth, supported by one or more poles and stretched tight by cords or loops attached to pegs driven into the ground.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 short for oxygen tent
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover with or as if with a tent




•
 
the garden had been completely tented over for supper.










2.
 
arrange in a shape that looks like a tent




•
 
Tim tented his fingers.










3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
tented

 )
 — composed of or provided with tents




•
 
they were living in large tented camps.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of traveling circus people) live in a tent.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tente

 , based on Latin 
tent-

 ‘stretched,’ from the verb 
tendere

 . The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





tentacle

 
/ˈten(t)ək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender flexible limb or appendage in an animal, especially around the mouth of an invertebrate, used for grasping, moving about, or bearing sense organs.




2.
 
(in a plant) a tendril or a sensitive glandular hair.




3.
 
something resembling a tentacle in shape or flexibility




•
 
trailing tentacles of vapor.










4.
 
(usu. 
tentacles

 )
 — an insidious spread of influence and control




•
 
the Party's tentacles reached into every nook and cranny of people's lives.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tentacled

 
/ˈten(t)ək(ə)ld /






adjective




[also in 
combination

 ]
 —












2.
 
tentacular

 
/tenˈtakyələr /






adjective













3.
 
tentaculate

 
/tenˈtakyələt /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: anglicized from modern Latin 
tentaculum

 , from Latin 
tentare

 , 
temptare

 ‘to feel, try.’





tentative

 
/ˈten(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not certain or fixed; provisional




•
 
a tentative conclusion.










2.
 
done without confidence; hesitant




•
 
he eventually tried a few tentative steps round his hospital room.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tentatively

 
/ˈten(t)ədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
tentativeness

 
/ˈten(t)ədivnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
tentativus

 , from 
tentare

 , variant of 
temptare

 ‘handle, try.’





tent caterpillar






noun




a chiefly American moth caterpillar that lives in groups inside communal silken webs in a tree, which it often defoliates.

[Several species in the family 
Lasiocampidae

 , esp. 
Malacosoma americana

 .]













tent city






noun




a large collection of tents, typically one forming temporary or makeshift accommodations for refugees or homeless people.













tent dress






noun




a full, loose-fitting dress that is narrow at the shoulders and very wide at the hem, having no waistline or darts.













tenter

 
/ˈten(t)ər/





I.
 
noun




a framework on which fabric can be held taut for drying or other treatment during manufacture.











– origin

 Middle English: from medieval Latin 
tentorium

 , from 
tent-

 ‘stretched,’ from the verb 
tendere

 .





tenterhook

 
/ˈten(t)ərˌho͝ok/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a hook used to fasten cloth on a drying frame or tenter.








II.
 
phrases





on tenterhooks






in a state of suspense or agitation because of uncertainty about a future event.

















tenth

 
/tenTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
constituting number ten in a sequence; 10th




•
 
the tenth century




•
 
the tenth of September




•
 
the tenth-floor locker room.










2.
 
(
a tenth/one tenth

 )
 — each of ten equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
a tenth of a second.










3.
 
the tenth grade of a school.




4.
 


[Music]

 an interval or chord spanning an octave and a third in the diatonic scale, or a note separated from another by this interval.








II.
 
derivatives





tenthly

 
/ˈtenTHlē /






adverb





















tenth-rate

 
/ˈtenTHˌrāt/






adjective






‹informal›

 of extremely poor quality.













tentlike

 
/ˈten(t)līk/






adjective




(of a garment or structure) resembling a tent in shape or appearance




•
 
a spectacular tentlike roof




•
 
sweeping, tentlike frocks.



















tentorium

 
/tenˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a fold of the dura mater forming a partition between the cerebrum and cerebellum.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 an internal skeletal framework in the head of an insect.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tent.’





tent pole






noun



1.
 
a pole supporting a tent.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a movie that is expected to be very successful and therefore able to fund a range of related products or movies




•
 
tent-pole movies can run to three hundred million or more in total costs.



















tent stitch






noun




a series of parallel diagonal stitches.













tenuity

 
/teˈn(y)o͞oədē təˈn(y)o͞oədē/





I.
 
noun




lack of solidity or substance; thinness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
tenuitas

 , from 
tenuis

 ‘thin.’





tenuous

 
/ˈtenyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very weak or slight




•
 
the tenuous link between interest rates and investment.










2.
 
very slender or fine; insubstantial




•
 
a tenuous cloud.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tenuously

 
/ˈtenyo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
tenuousness

 
/ˈtenyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
tenuis

 ‘thin’ + -ous
 .





tenure

 
/ˈtenyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the conditions under which land or buildings are held or occupied.




2.
 
the holding of an office




•
 
his tenure of the premiership would be threatened.










3.
 
a period for which an office is held.




4.
 
guaranteed permanent employment, especially as a teacher or professor, after a probationary period.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) a permanent post, especially as a teacher or professor




•
 
I had recently been tenured and then promoted to full professor.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
tenured

 )
 — having or denoting a permanent post, especially as a teacher or professor




•
 
a tenured faculty member.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
tenir

 ‘to hold,’ from Latin 
tenere

 .





tenure track






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an employment structure whereby the holder of a post, typically an academic one, is guaranteed consideration for eventual tenure




•
 
a tenure-track position.



















tenuto

 
/teˈno͞odō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(of a note) held for its full time value or slightly more.








II.
 
noun




a note or chord held for its full time value or slightly more.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘held,’ past participle of 
tenere

 .





Tenzing Norgay

 
/ˌtenziNG ˈnôrɡā/






(1914–86), Sherpa mountaineer. In 1953, as members of the British expedition, he and Sir Edmund Hillary were the first to reach the summit of Mount Everest.









teocalli

 
/ˌtē-ōˈkälē, ˌtā-/





I.
 
noun




a temple of the Aztecs or other Mexican peoples, typically standing on a truncated pyramid.











– origin

 American Spanish, from Nahuatl 
teo:kalli

 , from 
teo:tl

 ‘god’ + 
kalli

 ‘house.’





teosinte

 
/ˌtē-ōˈsintē, ˌtā-/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican grass that is grown as fodder and is considered to be one of the parent plants of modern corn.

[
Zea mays

 subsp. 
mexicana

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
téosinté

 , from Nahuatl 
teocintli

 , apparently from 
teo:tl

 ‘god’ + 
cintli

 ‘dried ear of maize.’





Teotihuacán

 
/ˌtēəˌtēwäˈkän/






the largest city in pre-Columbian America, 25 miles (40 km) northeast of Mexico City. Built 
c.

 300 
BC

 , it reached its zenith 
c.

 
AD

 300–600, when it was the center of an influential culture that spread throughout Meso-America. It was sacked by the invading Toltecs 
c.

 900.









tepache

 
/təˈpäCHē/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican drink, typically made with pineapple, water, and brown sugar and partially fermented.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish.





tepal

 
/ˈtēpəl, ˈtepəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a segment of the outer whorl in a flower that has no differentiation between petals and sepals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
tépale

 , blend of 
pétale

 ‘petal’ and 
sépal

 ‘sepal.’





tepary bean

 
/ˈtepərē ˌbēn/





I.
 
noun




a bean plant native to the southwestern US, cultivated in Mexico and Arizona for its drought-resistant qualities.

[
Phaseolus acutifolius

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Spanish 
tepari

 , from Pima.





tepee

 
/ˈtēˌpē /

 
teepee
 , tipi





I.
 
noun




a portable conical tent made of skins, cloth, or canvas on a frame of poles, used by American Indians of the Plains and Great Lakes regions.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Sioux 
tīpī

 ‘dwelling.’





tephra

 
/ˈtefrə/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 rock fragments and particles ejected by a volcanic eruption.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek, literally ‘ash, ashes.’





Tepic

 
/teˈpēk/






a city in western Mexico, capital of the state of Nayarit; pop. 288,253 (2009).









tepid

 
/ˈtepəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a liquid) only slightly warm; lukewarm.




2.
 
showing little enthusiasm




•
 
the applause was tepid.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tepidity

 
/təˈpidədē /






noun













2.
 
tepidly

 
/ˈtepədlē /






adverb













3.
 
tepidness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
tepidus

 , from 
tepere

 ‘be warm.’





TEPP






abbreviation






[Chemistry]

 tetraethyl pyrophosphate.













teppanyaki

 
/ˌtepänˈyäkē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of meat, fish, or both, fried with vegetables on a hot steel plate forming the center of the dining table.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
teppan

 ‘steel plate’ + 
yaki

 ‘to fry, broil, sear.’






tequila

 
/təˈkēlə/





I.
 
noun




a Mexican liquor made from an agave.











– origin

 Mexican Spanish, named after the town of 
Tequila

 in Mexico, where the drink was first produced.





tequila sunrise






noun




a cocktail containing tequila, orange juice, and grenadine.













ter.






abbreviation



1.
 
(in prescriptions) rub.

[from Latin 
tere

 .]




2.
 
terrace.




3.
 
territorial.




4.
 
territory.














ter-





I.
 
combining form




three; having three




•
 
tercentenary.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ter

 ‘thrice.’ / 
usage:

 The combining-form prefix 
ter-

 is commonly replaced by 
tri-

 , as in 
tricentenary

 .





tera-

 
/ˈterə/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
used in units of measurement.




2.
 
denoting a factor of 1012





•
 
terawatt.










3.
 


[Computing]

 denoting a factor of 240
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
teras

 ‘monster.’





terabyte

 
/ˈterəˌbīt /

 
Tb
 , TB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to one million million (1012
 ) or strictly, 240
 bytes.













teraflop

 
/ˈterəˌfläp/






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of computing speed equal to one million million (1012
 ) floating-point operations per second.













terai

 
/təˈrī /

 
terai hat





I.
 
noun




a wide-brimmed felt hat, typically with a double crown, worn chiefly by travelers in subtropical regions.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Terai

 , the name of a belt of marshy jungle between the Himalayan foothills and plains, from Hindi 
tarāī

 ‘marshy lowlands.’





teraphim

 
/ˈterəˌfim/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [also treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
small images or cult objects used as domestic deities or oracles by ancient Semitic peoples.











– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
theraphin

 , from Hebrew 
tĕrāp̱īm

 .





terato-





I.
 
combining form




relating to monsters or abnormal forms




•
 
teratology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
teras

 , 
terat-

 ‘monster.’





teratocarcinoma

 
/ˌterədōˌkärsəˈnōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a form of malignant teratoma occurring especially in the testis.













teratogen

 
/teˈradəjən/





I.
 
noun




an agent or factor that causes malformation of an embryo.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
teratogenic

 
/ˈˌterədəˈjenik ˈˌterəˌtōˈjenik /






adjective













2.
 
teratogenicity

 
/təˌratəjəˈnisitē, ˌterəˌtō- /






noun





















teratogenesis

 
/ˌterədōˈjenəsəs ˌterədəˈjenəsəs təˌradōˈjenəsəs/






noun




the process by which congenital malformations are produced in an embryo or fetus.













teratology

 
/ˌterəˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 the scientific study of congenital abnormalities and abnormal formations.




2.
 
mythology relating to fantastic creatures and monsters.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
teratological

 
/ˌterətəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
teratologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















teratoma

 
/ˌterəˈtōmə/






noun






[Medicine]

 a tumor composed of tissues not normally present at the site (the site being typically in the gonads).













terawatt

 
/ˈterəˌwät /

 
TW






noun




a unit of power equal to one trillion (1012
 ) watts.













terbium

 
/ˈtərbēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Tb

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 65, a silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series. The main use of terbium is in making semiconductors.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Ytterby

 , the name of a village in Sweden where it was discovered. Compare with erbium
 and ytterbium
 .





terbutaline

 
/tərˈbyo͞odlˌēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with bronchodilator properties, used especially in the treatment of asthma.

[Chem. formula: C12
 H19
 NO3
 .]











– origin

 1960s: from ter-
 + butyl
 (elements of the systematic name), on the pattern of words such as 
isoprenaline

 .






terce

 
/tərs/





I.
 
noun




a service forming part of the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church, traditionally said (or chanted) at the third hour of the day (i.e., 9 a.m.).











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
tertia

 , feminine of 
tertius

 ‘third.’ Compare with tierce
 .





tercentenary

 
/ˌtərsənˈtenərē ˌtərˈsen(t)əˌnerē/






adjective, noun




another term for tricentennial
 .













tercentennial

 
/ˌtərsənˈtenēəl/






adjective, noun




another term for tricentennial
 .













tercet

 
/ˈtersət/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a set or group of three lines of verse rhyming together or connected by rhyme with an adjacent tercet.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
terzetto

 , diminutive of 
terzo

 ‘third,’ from Latin 
tertius

 .






terebinth

 
/ˈterəˌbēnTH/





I.
 
noun




a small southern European tree of the cashew family that was formerly a source of turpentine.

[
Pistacia terebinthus

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
therebinte

 , or via Latin from Greek 
terebinthos

 .






teredo

 
/təˈrēdō/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a wormlike bivalve mollusk with reduced shells that it uses to drill into wood. It can cause substantial damage to wooden structures and vessels.

Also called shipworm
 . [Genus 
Teredo

 , family 
Teredinidae

 : several species, in particular 
T. navalis

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
terēdōn

 ; related to 
teirein

 ‘rub hard, wear away.’





Terence

 
/ˈterəns/






(
c.

 190–159 
BC

 ), Roman comic playwright; Latin name 
Publius Terentius Afer

 . His six surviving comedies are based on the Greek New Comedy; they are marked by more realism and a greater consistency of plot than are the works of Plautus.









terephthalic acid

 
/ˌterəfˌTHalik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline organic acid used in making polyester resins and other polymers.

[The 
para-

 isomer of phthalic acid; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (COOH)2
 .]








II.
 
derivatives





terephthalate

 
/ˌterəfˈTHalˌāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: blend of 
terebic

 ‘of or from turpentine’ (from terebinth
 ) and phthalic acid
 .





teres

 
/ˈti(ə)rēz, ˈterēz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of two muscles passing below the shoulder joint from the scapula to the upper part of the humerus, one (
teres major

 ) drawing the arm toward the body and rotating it inward, the other (
teres minor

 ) rotating it outward.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘rounded.’






Teresa, Mother

 
/təˈrēsə, təˈrāsə /

 
Theresa






(1910–97), Roman Catholic nun and missionary, born of Albanian parentage in what is now Macedonia; born 
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu

 . She became an Indian citizen in 1948. She founded the Order of Missionaries of Charity, noted for its work among the poor in Kolkata (Calcutta). Nobel Peace Prize (1979).










Teresa of Ávila, St.

 
/ˈävilə/






(1515–82), Spanish Carmelite nun and mystic. She instituted the “discalced” reform movement with St. John of the Cross. Her writings include 
The Way of Perfection

 (1583) and 
The Interior Castle

 (1588). Feast day, October 15.









Teresa of Lisieux, St.

 
/lēsˈyœ /

 
Thérèse






(1873–97), French Carmelite nun; born 
Marie-Françoise Thérèse Martin

 . In her autobiography 
L'Histoire d'une âme

 (1898) she taught that sanctity can be attained through continual renunciation in small matters. Feast day, October 3.









Tereshkova, Valentina

 
/ˌtərəSHˈkôvə, ˌter-/






(1937–), Russian cosmonaut; full name 
Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova

 . In June 1963, she was the first woman to go into space.









Teresina

 
/ˌterəˈzēnə, -ˈsē-/






a river port in northeastern Brazil, on the Parnaíba River, capital of the state of Piauí; pop. 779,939 (2007).









terete

 
/təˈrēt, ˈterˌēt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Botany]

 cylindrical or slightly tapering, and without substantial furrows or ridges.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
teres

 , 
teret-

 ‘rounded off.’





tergal

 
/ˈtərɡəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 of or relating to a tergum of an arthropod.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tergum

 ‘back’ + -al
 .






tergite

 
/ˈtərjīt/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 (in an insect) a sclerotized plate forming the tergum of a segment.

Compare with sternite
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tergum
 + -ite
 1
 .





tergiversate

 
/ˈtərjəvərˌsāt ˌtərjəˈvərˌsāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make conflicting or evasive statements; equivocate




•
 
the more she tergiversated, the greater grew the ardency of the reporters for an interview.










2.
 
change one's loyalties; be apostate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tergiversation

 
/ˌtərjəvərˈsāSHən /






noun













2.
 
tergiversator

 
/ˈtərjəvərˌsādər ˌtərjəˈvərˌsādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
tergiversat-

 ‘with one's back turned,’ from the verb 
tergiversari

 , from 
tergum

 ‘back’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’






tergum

 
/ˈtərɡəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a thickened dorsal plate on each segment of the body of an arthropod.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘back.’





Terhune, Albert Payson

 
/tərˈhyo͞on/






(1872–1942), US writer. His fiction for young readers about dogs, especially collies, includes 
Lad: A Dog

 (1919), 
Treve

 (1924), 
My Friend the Dog

 (1926), and 
Loot!

 (1940).









-teria





I.
 
suffix




denoting self-service establishments




•
 
washeteria.

















– origin

 on the pattern of 
(cafe)teria

 .





teriyaki

 
/ˌterēˈyäkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Japanese dish consisting of fish or meat marinated in soy sauce and grilled.




2.
 
(also 
teriyaki sauce

 )
 — a mixture of soy sauce, sake, ginger, and other flavorings, used in Japanese cooking as a marinade or glaze.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
teri

 ‘gloss, luster’ + 
yaki

 ‘to fry, broil, sear.’





Terkel, Studs

 
/ˈtərkəl/






(1912–2008), US writer, radio and television journalist, and historian; born 
Louis Terkel

 . He had his own television show 1950–53 and radio show 1953–98. Thought of as the voice of the common man, he wrote 
Division Street: America

 (1967), 
The Good War

 (1984), 
Coming of Age

 (1995), and 
My American Century

 (1997).









term

 
/tərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a word or phrase used to describe a thing or to express a concept, especially in a particular kind of language or branch of study




•
 
the musical term “leitmotiv”




•
 
a term of abuse.










2.
 
(
terms

 )
 — language used on a particular occasion; a way of expressing oneself




•
 
a protest in the strongest possible terms.










3.
 


[Logic]

 a word or words that may be the subject or predicate of a proposition.




4.
 
a fixed or limited period for which something, e.g., office, imprisonment, or investment, lasts or is intended to last




•
 
the president is elected for a single four-year term.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 the duration of a person's life.




6.
 
(also 
full term

 )
 — the completion of a normal length of pregnancy




•
 
the pregnancy 
went to full term






•
 
low birthweight 
at term

 .










7.
 
(also 
term for years

 
term of years

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
[Law]

 a tenancy of a fixed period.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 a boundary or limit, especially of time.




9.
 
each of the periods in the year, alternating with holidays or vacations, during which instruction is given in a school, college, or university, or during which a court holds sessions




•
 
the summer term




•
 
term starts tomorrow.










10.
 
(
terms

 )
 — conditions under which an action may be undertaken or agreement reached; stipulated or agreed-upon requirements




•
 
the union and the company agreed upon the contract's terms




•
 
he could only be dealt with 
on his own terms

 .










11.
 
conditions with regard to payment for something; stated charges




•
 
loans on favorable terms.










12.
 
agreed conditions under which a war or other dispute is brought to an end




•
 
the United States played a key role in prodding the two sides to 
come to terms

 .










13.
 


[Mathematics]

 each of the quantities in a ratio, series, or mathematical expression.




14.
 


[Architecture]

 another term for terminus
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and usu. with 
complement

 ]


1.
 
give a descriptive name to; call by a specified name




•
 
he has been termed the father of modern theology.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come to terms with






come to accept (a new and painful or difficult event or situation); reconcile oneself to




•
 
she had come to terms with the tragedies in her life.















2.
 
in terms of (or in —— terms)






with regard to the particular aspect or subject specified




•
 
replacing the printers is difficult to justify in terms of cost




•
 
sales are down by nearly 7 percent in 
real terms

 .















3.
 
the long/short/medium term






used to refer to a time that is a specified way into the future.









4.
 
on —— terms






in a specified relation or on a specified footing




•
 
we are all on friendly terms.





















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a limit in space or time, or (in the plural) limiting conditions): from Old French 
terme

 , from Latin 
terminus

 ‘end, boundary, limit.’





term.






abbreviation



1.
 
terminal.




2.
 
termination.













termagant

 
/ˈtərməɡənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a harsh-tempered or overbearing woman.




2.
 
(
Termagant

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 an imaginary deity of violent and turbulent character, often appearing in morality plays.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): via Old French from Italian 
Trivigante

 , taken to be from Latin 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
vagant-

 ‘wandering,’ and to refer to the moon “wandering” between heaven, earth, and hell under the three names 
Selene

 , 
Artemis

 , and 
Persephone

 .





terminable

 
/ˈtərmənəbəl/






adjective



1.
 
able to be terminated.




2.
 
coming to an end after a certain time.














terminal

 
/ˈtərmənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of, forming, or situated at the end or extremity of something




•
 
a terminal date




•
 
the terminal tip of the probe.










2.
 
of or forming a transportation terminal




•
 
terminal platforms.










3.
 


[Zoology]

 situated at, forming, or denoting the end of a part or series of parts furthest from the center of the body.




4.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower, inflorescence, etc.) borne at the end of a stem or branch.

Often contrasted with axillary
 .




5.
 
(of a disease) predicted to lead to death, especially slowly; incurable




•
 
terminal cancer.










6.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — suffering from or relating to a terminal disease




•
 
a hospice for terminal cases.










7.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a condition) forming the last stage of a terminal disease.




8.
 


‹informal›

 extreme and usually beyond cure or alteration (used to emphasize the extent of something regarded as bad or unfortunate)




•
 
you're making a terminal ass of yourself.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an end or extremity of something, in particular




2.
 
the end of a railroad or other transport route, or a station at such a point.




3.
 
a departure and arrival building for air passengers at an airport.




4.
 
an installation where oil or gas is stored at the end of a pipeline or at a port.




5.
 
a point of connection for closing an electric circuit.




6.
 
a device at which a user enters data or commands for a computer system and that displays the received output.




7.
 
(also 
terminal figure

 )
 — another term for terminus
 (
sense

 3).








III.
 
derivatives





terminally

 
/ˈtərmənəlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a terminally ill woman

























– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
terminalis

 , from 
terminus

 ‘end, boundary.’





terminal moraine






noun






[Geology]

 a moraine deposited at the point of furthest advance of a glacier or ice sheet.













terminal velocity






noun






[Physics]

 the constant speed that a freely falling object eventually reaches when the resistance of the medium through which it is falling prevents further acceleration.














terminate

 
/ˈtərməˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring to an end




•
 
he was advised to terminate the contract.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
terminate in

 )
 — (of a thing) have its end at (a specified place) or of (a specified form)




•
 
the chain terminated in an iron ball covered with spikes.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a train, bus, or boat service) end its journey




•
 
the train will terminate at Stratford.










4.
 
end (a pregnancy) before term by artificial means.




5.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 end the employment of (someone); dismiss




•
 
Adamson's putting pressure on me to terminate you.










6.
 


‹euphemistic›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 assassinate (someone, especially an intelligence agent)




•
 
he was terminated by persons unknown.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 form the physical end or extremity of (an area).








II.
 
phrases





terminate someone with extreme prejudice








‹euphemistic›

 
(chiefly US)

 murder or assassinate someone (used as a euphemism).















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘direct an action toward a specified end’): from Latin 
terminat-

 ‘limited, ended,’ from the verb 
terminare

 , from 
terminus

 ‘end, boundary.’





termination

 
/ˌtərməˈnāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of bringing something or coming to an end




•
 
the termination of a contract.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an act of dismissing someone from employment.




3.
 
an induced abortion.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an assassination, especially of an intelligence agent.




5.
 
an ending or final point of something, in particular




6.
 
the final letter or letters or syllable of a word, especially when constituting an element in inflection or derivation.




7.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 an ending or result of a specified kind




•
 
a good result and a happy termination.














II.
 
derivatives





terminational

 
/ˌtərməˈnāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘determination, decision’): from Old French, or from Latin 
terminatio(n-)

 , from 
terminare

 ‘to limit, end.’





terminator

 
/ˈtərməˌnādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that terminates something.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the dividing line between the light and dark part of a planetary body.




3.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a sequence of polynucleotides that causes transcription to end and the newly synthesized nucleic acid to be released from the template molecule.













termini

 
/ˈtərmənī/






plural form of terminus
 .









terminology

 
/ˌtərməˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the body of terms used with a particular technical application in a subject of study, theory, profession, etc.




•
 
the terminology of semiotics




•
 
specialized terminologies for higher education.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
terminological

 
/ˌtərmənəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
terminologically

 
/ˌtərmənəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
terminologist

 
/ˌtərməˈnäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
Terminologie

 , from medieval Latin 
terminus

 ‘term.’






terminus

 
/ˈtərmənəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a final point in space or time; an end or extremity




•
 
the exhibition's terminus is 1962.










2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the end of a polypeptide or polynucleotide chain or similar long molecule.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the end of a railroad or other transportation route, or a station at such a point; a terminal.




4.
 
an oil or gas terminal.




5.
 


[Architecture]

 a figure of a human bust or an animal ending in a square pillar from which it appears to spring, originally used as a boundary marker in ancient Rome.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘final point in space or time’): from Latin, ‘end, limit, boundary.’





terminus ad quem

 
/ˌtərmənəs äd ˈkwem/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the point at which something ends or finishes.




2.
 
an aim or goal.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘end to which.’





terminus ante quem

 
/ˌtərmənəs ˌan(t)ē ˈkwem/





I.
 
noun




the latest possible date for something.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘end before which.’





terminus a quo

 
/ˌtərmənəs ä ˈkwō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the earliest possible date for something.




2.
 
a starting point or initial impulse.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘end from which.’





terminus post quem

 
/ˌtərmənəs ˌpōst ˈkwem/





I.
 
noun




the earliest possible date for something.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘end after which.’






termitarium

 
/ˌtərməˈterēəm/





I.
 
noun




a colony of termites, typically within a mound of cemented earth.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
termes

 , 
termit-

 ‘termite.’





termitary

 
/ˈtərməˌterē/






noun




another term for termitarium
 .














termite

 
/ˈtərˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a small, pale soft-bodied insect that lives in large colonies with several different castes, typically within a mound of cemented earth. Many kinds feed on wood and can be highly destructive to trees and timber.

Also called white ant
 . [Order 
Isoptera

 : several families.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
termes

 , 
termit-

 ‘woodworm,’ alteration of Latin 
tarmes

 , perhaps by association with 
terere

 ‘to rub.’






term life insurance






noun




life insurance that pays a benefit in the event of the death of the insured during a specified term. Compare with whole life insurance
 .













term of art






noun




a word or phrase that has a precise, specialized meaning within a particular field or profession




•
 
‘public domain’ is a term of art in copyright law and you shouldn't throw it around if you don't know what it means.




•
 
the email was sent to me as ‘deep background’—a journalistic term of art that means ‘you need to know this , but forget who told you’



















term paper

 
/ˈtərm ˌpāpər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a student's lengthy essay on a subject drawn from the work done during a school or college term.













terms of trade






plural noun






[Economics]

 the ratio of an index of a country's export prices to an index of its import prices.













tern1


 
/tərn/





I.
 
noun




a seabird related to the gulls, typically smaller and more slender, with long pointed wings and a forked tail.

[Family 
Sternidae

 (or 
Laridae

 ): several genera, in particular 
Sterna

 , and many species.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of Scandinavian origin; related to Danish 
terne

 and Swedish 
tärna

 , both from Old Norse 
therna

 .





tern2


 
/tərn/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a set of three, especially three lottery numbers that when drawn together win a large prize.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from French 
terne

 , from Latin 
terni

 ‘three at once, three each,’ from 
ter

 ‘thrice.’





ternary

 
/ˈtərnərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
composed of three parts.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 using three as a base.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ternarius

 , from 
terni

 ‘three at once.’





ternary form






noun






[Music]

 the form of a movement in which the first subject is repeated after an interposed second subject in a related key.













terne

 
/tərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lead alloy containing about 20 percent tin and often some antimony.




2.
 
(also 
terneplate

 )
 — thin sheet iron or steel coated with this.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (denoting terneplate): probably from French 
terne

 ‘dull, tarnished.’





terpene

 
/ˈtərpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a large group of volatile unsaturated hydrocarbons found in the essential oils of plants, especially conifers and citrus trees. They are based on a cyclic molecule having the formula C10
 H16
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Terpentin

 ‘turpentine’ + -ene
 .





terpenoid

 
/ˈtərpəˌnoid /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
noun




any of a large class of organic compounds including terpenes, diterpenes, and sesquiterpenes. They have unsaturated molecules composed of linked isoprene units, generally having the formula (C5
 H8
 )
n

 .








II.
 
adjective




denoting terpenoid compounds.













terpolymer

 
/tərˈpäləmər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer synthesized from three different monomers.













Terpsichore

 
/ˌtərpˈsikərē /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of lyric poetry and dance.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘delighting in dancing.’





terpsichorean

 
/tɜːrpsikəˈrēːən/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 of or relating to dancing.








II.
 
noun






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 a dancer.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
Terpsichore

 (used in the 18th cent. to denote a female dancer or the art of dance) + -an
 .





terr.






abbreviation



1.
 
terrace.




2.
 
territorial.




3.
 
territory.













terra

 
/ˈterə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — land or territory.




2.
 
(
Terra

 )
 — (in science fiction) the planet earth.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘earth.’





terra alba

 
/ˌterə ˈalbə/





I.
 
noun




pulverized gypsum, especially as an ingredient of medicines.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘white earth.’





terrace

 
/ˈterəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a level paved area or platform next to a building; a patio or veranda.




2.
 
each of a series of flat areas made on a slope, used for cultivation.




3.
 


[Geology]

 a natural horizontal shelflike formation, such as a raised beach.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a block of row houses.




5.
 
a row house.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or form (sloping land) into a number of level flat areas resembling a series of steps.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting an open gallery, later a platform or balcony in a theater): from Old French, literally ‘rubble, platform,’ based on Latin 
terra

 ‘earth.’





terraced

 
/ˈterəst/






adjective



1.
 
(of land) having been formed into a number of level areas resembling a series of steps.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a house) in the style of a row house.













terra cotta

 
/ˌterə ˈkädə /

 
terracotta





I.
 
noun



1.
 
unglazed, typically brownish-red earthenware, used chiefly as an ornamental building material and in modeling.




2.
 
a statuette or other object made of terra cotta.




3.
 
a strong brownish-red or brownish-orange color.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian 
terra cotta

 ‘baked earth,’ from Latin 
terra cocta

 .





terra firma

 
/ˌterə ˈfərmə/





I.
 
noun




dry land; the ground as distinct from the sea or air.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the territories on the Italian mainland that were subject to the state of Venice): from Latin, literally ‘firm land.’





terraform

 
/ˈterəˌfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially in science fiction) transform (a planet) so as to resemble the earth, especially so that it can support human life.








II.
 
derivatives





terraformer






noun



















– origin

 1940s: from Latin 
terra

 ‘earth’ + the verb form
 .






terrain

 
/təˈrān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stretch of land, especially with regard to its physical features




•
 
they were delayed by rough terrain.










2.
 


[Geology]

 variant form of terrane
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting part of the training ground in a riding school): from French, from a popular Latin variant of Latin 
terrenum

 , neuter of 
terrenus

 (see terrene
 ).





terra incognita

 
/ˌterə ˌinˌkäɡˈnēdə ˌterə ənˈkäɡnədə/





I.
 
noun




unknown or unexplored territory.











– origin

 Latin, ‘unknown land.’





terrain park






noun




a specially designed outdoor area for skiing and snowboarding, containing a variety of ramps, jumps, etc.













Terramycin

 
/ˌterəˈmīs(i)n/





I.
 
noun




trademark for oxytetracycline
 .











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
terra

 ‘earth’ + -mycin
 .





Terran

 
/ˈterən/





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) an inhabitant of the planet Earth.








II.
 
adjective




(in science fiction) of or relating to the planet Earth or its inhabitants.














terrane

 
/təˈrān /

 
terrain





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a fault-bounded area or region with a distinctive stratigraphy, structure, and geological history.











– origin

 early 19th cent: from popular Latin 
terranum

 . Compare with terrain
 .






terrapin

 
/ˈterəˌpin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
diamondback terrapin

 )
 — 

(US)

 a small edible turtle with lozenge-shaped markings on its shell, found in coastal marshes of the eastern US.

[
Malaclemys terrapin

 , family 
Emydidae

 .]




2.
 
a freshwater turtle, especially one of the smaller kinds of the Old World.

Also called turtle
 . [
Emydidae

 and other families, order 
Chelonia

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the diamondback terrapin): of Algonquian origin.





terraqueous

 
/terˈākwēəs/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of, or formed of, land and water.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
terra

 ‘land’ + aqueous
 .





terrarium

 
/təˈrerēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vivarium for smaller land animals, especially reptiles, amphibians, or terrestrial invertebrates, typically in the form of a glass-fronted case.




2.
 
a sealed transparent globe or similar container in which plants are grown.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
terra

 ‘earth,’ on the pattern of 
aquarium

 .





terrasse

 
/teˈräs/





I.
 
noun




(in France) a flat, paved area outside a cafe where people sit to take refreshments.











– origin

 French, literally ‘terrace.’





terrazzo

 
/təˈräzō təˈrätsō/





I.
 
noun




flooring material consisting of chips of marble or granite set in concrete and polished to give a smooth surface.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Italian, literally ‘terrace,’ based on Latin 
terra

 ‘earth.’





Terre Haute

 
/ˌtərə ˈhōt/






a city in western Indiana, on the Wabash River, near the border with Illinois; pop. 60,007 (est. 2008).










terrene

 
/təˈrēn ˈteˌrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 of or like earth; earthy.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 occurring on or inhabiting dry land.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 of the world; secular rather than spiritual.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Latin 
terrenus

 , from 
terra

 ‘earth.’





terreplein

 
/ˈterəˌplān/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a level space where a battery of guns is mounted.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a sloping bank behind a rampart): from French 
terre-plein

 , from Italian 
terrapieno

 , from 
terrapienare

 ‘fill with earth.’





terrestrial

 
/təˈrestrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, on, or relating to the earth




•
 
increased ultraviolet radiation may disrupt terrestrial ecosystems.










2.
 
denoting television broadcasting using equipment situated on the ground rather than by satellite




•
 
terrestrial and cable technology.










3.
 
of or on dry land




•
 
a submarine eruption will be much more explosive than its terrestrial counterpart.










4.
 
(of an animal) living on or in the ground; not aquatic, arboreal, or aerial.




5.
 
(of a plant) growing on land or in the soil; not aquatic or epiphytic.




6.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a planet) similar in size or composition to the earth, especially being one of the four inner planets of our solar system.




7.
 


‹archaic›

 of or relating to the earth as opposed to heaven.








II.
 
noun




an inhabitant of the earth.








III.
 
derivatives





terrestrially






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘temporal, worldly, mundane’): from Latin 
terrestris

 (from 
terra

 ‘earth’) + -al
 .





terrestrial globe






noun




a spherical representation of the earth with a map on the surface.













terrestrial magnetism






noun




the magnetic properties of the earth as a whole.













terrestrial telescope






noun




a telescope that is used for observing terrestrial objects and gives an uninverted image.













terret

 
/ˈterət/





I.
 
noun




each of the loops or rings on a harness pad for the driving reins to pass through.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting either of two rings by which a leash is attached to a hawk's jesses): from Old French 
touret

 , diminutive of 
tour

 ‘a turn.’






terre verte

 
/ˌter ˈvert/





I.
 
noun




a grayish-green pigment made from glauconite and used especially for watercolors and tempera.

Also called green earth
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: French, literally ‘green earth.’





terribilità

 
/ˌterəˌbilēˈtä/





I.
 
noun




awesomeness or emotional intensity of conception and execution in an artist or work of art, originally as a quality attributed to Michelangelo by his contemporaries.











– origin

 Italian.





terrible

 
/ˈterəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely or distressingly bad or serious




•
 
a terrible crime




•
 
terrible pain




•
 
the terrible conditions in which the ordinary people lived.










2.
 
extremely unpleasant or disagreeable




•
 
the weather was terrible.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to emphasize the extent of something unpleasant or bad




•
 
what a terrible mess.










4.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — extremely unwell or troubled




•
 
I was sick all night and felt terrible for two solid days




•
 
Maria felt terrible because she had forgotten the woman's name.










5.
 
causing or likely to cause terror; sinister




•
 
the stranger gave a terrible smile.














II.
 
phrases





terrible twos








‹informal›

 a period in a child's early social development (typically around the age of two years) that is associated with defiant or unruly behavior.












III.
 
derivatives





terribleness

 
/ˈterəb(ə)lnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘causing terror’): via French from Latin 
terribilis

 , from 
terrere

 ‘frighten.’





terribly

 
/ˈterəblē/






adverb



1.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — very; extremely




•
 
I'm terribly sorry




•
 
it was all terribly frustrating.










2.
 
very badly or unpleasantly




•
 
they beat me terribly.










3.
 
very greatly (used to emphasize something bad, distressing, or unpleasant)




•
 
your father misses you terribly.



















terricolous

 
/teˈrikələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal such as an earthworm) living on the ground or in the soil.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (of a plant, especially a lichen) growing on soil or on the ground.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
terricola

 ‘earth dweller’ (from 
terra

 ‘earth’ + 
colere

 ‘inhabit’) + -ous
 .





terrier

 
/ˈterēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small dog of a breed originally used for turning out foxes and other burrowing animals from their lairs.




2.
 
used in similes to emphasize tenacity or eagerness




•
 
she would fight like a terrier for every penny.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
(chien) terrier

 ‘earth (dog),’ from medieval Latin 
terrarius

 , from Latin 
terra

 ‘earth.’






terrific

 
/təˈrifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of great size, amount, or intensity




•
 
there was a terrific bang.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely good; excellent




•
 
it's been such a terrific day




•
 
you look terrific.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 causing terror.








II.
 
derivatives





terrifically

 
/təˈrifik(ə)lē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
she's been terrifically busy lately

























– origin

 mid 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
terrificus

 , from 
terrere

 ‘frighten.’





terrify

 
/ˈterəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to feel extreme fear




•
 
the thought terrifies me




•
 
he is 
terrified of

 spiders




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she was terrified he would drop her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
terrifying

 )
 
the terrifying events of the past few weeks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
terrifier






noun













2.
 
terrifyingly

 
/ˈterəˌfīiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the bombs are terrifyingly accurate

























– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
terrificare

 , from 
terrificus

 ‘frightening’ (see terrific
 ).





terrigenous

 
/teˈrijənəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of a marine deposit) made of material eroded from the land.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘produced from the earth, earth-born’): from Latin 
terrigenus

 (from 
terra

 ‘earth’ + 
-genus

 ‘born’) + -ous
 .






terrine

 
/təˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a meat, fish, or vegetable mixture that has been cooked or otherwise prepared in advance and allowed to cool or set in its container, typically served in slices.




2.
 
a container used for a terrine, typically of an oblong shape and made of earthenware.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a tureen): from French, literally ‘large earthenware pot,’ from 
terrin

 ‘earthen.’ Compare with tureen
 .





territorial

 
/ˌterəˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the ownership of an area of land or sea




•
 
territorial disputes.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal or species) defending a territory




•
 
these sharks are aggressively territorial.










3.
 
of or relating to an animal's territory or its defense




•
 
territorial growls.










4.
 
of or relating to a particular territory, district, or locality




•
 
a bizarre territorial rite.










5.
 
(usu. 
Territorial

 )
 — of or relating to a Territory, in the US (historically) or Canada.








II.
 
noun




(in the UK) a member of the Territorial Army, a volunteer force locally organized to provide a reserve of trained and disciplined manpower for use in an emergency.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
territoriality

 
/ˌterəˌtôrēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
territorially

 
/ˌterəˈtôrēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
territorialis

 , from Latin 
territorium

 (see territory
 ).





territorial imperative






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Psychology]

 the need to claim and defend a territory.













territorial waters






plural noun




the waters under the jurisdiction of a state, especially the part of the sea within a stated distance of the shore (traditionally three miles from low-water mark).














territory

 
/ˈterəˌtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of land under the jurisdiction of a ruler or state




•
 
the government was prepared to give up the nuclear weapons on its territory




•
 
sorties into enemy territory.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 an area defended by an animal or group of animals against others of the same sex or species.

Compare with home range
 .




3.
 
an area defended by a team or player in a game or sport.




4.
 
an area in which one has certain rights or for which one has responsibility with regard to a particular type of activity




•
 
a sales rep for a large territory.










5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — land with a specified characteristic




•
 
woodland territory.










6.
 
(
Territory

 )
 — (especially in the US, Canada, or Australia) an organized division of a country that is not yet admitted to the full rights of a state.




7.
 
an area of knowledge, activity, or experience




•
 
the contentious territory of clinical standards




•
 
the way she felt now—she was in unknown territory.














II.
 
phrases





go (or come) with the territory






be an unavoidable result of a particular situation.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
territorium

 , from 
terra

 ‘land.’ The word originally denoted the district surrounding and under the jurisdiction of a town or city, specifically a Roman or provincial city.





terroir

 
/terˈwär/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the complete natural environment in which a particular wine is produced, including factors such as the soil, topography, and climate.




2.
 
(also 
goût de terroir

 )
 — the characteristic taste and flavor imparted to a wine by the environment in which it is produced.











– origin

 French, 
land

 , from medieval Latin 
terratorium

 .






terror

 
/ˈterər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
extreme fear




•
 
people fled 
in terror






•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
a terror of darkness.










2.
 
the use of terror to intimidate people, especially for political reasons; terrorism




•
 
weapons of terror.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that causes extreme fear




•
 
his unyielding scowl became 
the terror of

 the Chicago mob.










4.
 
(
the Terror

 )
 — the period of the French Revolution between mid 1793 and July 1794 when the ruling Jacobin faction, dominated by Robespierre, ruthlessly executed anyone considered a threat to their regime.

Also called reign of terror
 .




5.
 
(also 
holy terror

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person, especially a child, who causes trouble or annoyance




•
 
placid and obedient in their parents' presence, but holy terrors when left alone.














II.
 
phrases





have (or hold) no terrors for someone






not frighten or worry someone.















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
terrour

 , from Latin 
terror

 , from 
terrere

 ‘frighten.’






terrorism

 
/ˈterəˌrizəm/






noun




the use of violence and intimidation in the pursuit of political aims.













terrorist

 
/ˈterərəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who uses terrorism in the pursuit of political aims.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
terroristic

 
/ˌterəˈristik /






adjective













2.
 
terroristically






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
terroriste

 , from Latin 
terror

 (see terror
 ). The word was originally applied to supporters of the Jacobins in the French Revolution, who advocated repression and violence in pursuit of the principles of democracy and equality.





terrorize

 
/ˈterəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create and maintain a state of extreme fear and distress in (someone); fill with terror




•
 
he used his private army to terrorize the population




•
 
the union said staff would not be 
terrorized into

 ending their strike.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
terrorization

 
/ˌterərəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌterəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
terrorizer






noun





















terror-stricken

 
/ˈterər ˌstrikən /

 
terror-struck






adjective




feeling or expressing extreme fear.













terry

 
/ˈterē /

 
terry cloth





I.
 
noun




a fabric with raised uncut loops of thread covering both surfaces, used especially for towels.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





terse

 
/tərs/





I.
 
adjective




sparing in the use of words; abrupt




•
 
a terse statement.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tersely

 
/ˈtərslē /






adverb













2.
 
terseness

 
/ˈtərsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tersus

 ‘wiped, polished,’ from the verb 
tergere

 . The original sense was ‘polished, trim, spruce,’ (relating to language) ‘polished, polite,’ hence ‘concise and to the point’ (late 18th cent).






tertian

 
/ˈtərSHən/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 denoting a form of malaria causing a fever that recurs every second day




•
 
tertian fever.







[The common benign tertian malaria (or tertian ague) is caused by infection with 
Plasmodium vivax

 or 
P. ovale

 , and malignant tertian malaria is caused by 
P. falciparum

 . Compare with quartan
 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (
fever

 ) 
terciane

 , from Latin 
(febris) tertiana

 , from 
tertius

 ‘third’ (the fever recurring every third day by inclusive reckoning).





tertiary

 
/ˈtərSHēˌerē ˈtərSHərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
third in order or level




•
 
most of the enterprises were of tertiary importance




•
 
the tertiary stage of the disease.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 relating to or denoting education at a level beyond that provided by schools, especially that provided by a college or university.




3.
 
relating to or denoting the medical treatment provided at a specialist institution.




4.
 
(
Tertiary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the first period of the Cenozoic era, between the Cretaceous and Quaternary periods, and comprising the Paleogene and Neogene subperiods.




5.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) having its functional group located on a carbon atom that is itself bonded to three other carbon atoms.




6.
 


[Chemistry]

 (chiefly of amines) derived from ammonia by replacement of three hydrogen atoms by organic groups.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the Tertiary

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Tertiary period or the system of rocks deposited during it.

The Tertiary lasted from about 65 million to 1.6 million years ago. The mammals diversified following the demise of the dinosaurs and became dominant, as did the flowering plants.




2.
 
a lay associate of certain Christian monastic organizations




•
 
a Franciscan tertiary.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin 
tertiarius

 ‘of the third part or rank,’ from 
tertius

 ‘third.’





tertiary structure






noun






[Biochemistry]

 the overall three-dimensional structure resulting from folding and covalent cross-linking of a protein or polynucleotide molecule.













tertium quid

 
/ˈtərSHēəm ˈkwid, ˈtərtēəm/





I.
 
noun




a third thing that is indefinite and undefined but is related to two definite or known things.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from late Latin, translation of Greek 
triton ti

 ‘some third thing.’





Tertullian

 
/tərˈtəlyən/






(
c.

 160–
c.

 240), early Christian theologian; Latin name 
Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus

 . His writings include Christian apologetics and attacks on pagan idolatry and Gnosticism.









tervalent

 
/tərˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 another term for trivalent
 .













terza rima

 
/ˌtərtsə ˈrēmə/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 an arrangement of triplets, especially in iambs, that rhyme 
aba bcb cdc

 , etc., as in Dante's 
Divine Comedy

 .











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘third rhyme.’





TESL

 
/ˈtes(ə)l/






abbreviation




teaching of English as a second language.













tesla

 
/ˈteslə /

 
T





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the SI unit of magnetic flux density.











– origin

 1960s: named after N. 
Tesla

 (see Tesla, Nikola
 ).






Tesla, Nikola

 
/ˈteslə/






(1856–1943), US electrical engineer and inventor, born in what is now Croatia. He developed the first alternating-current induction motor, as well as several forms of oscillators, the tesla coil, and a wireless guidance system for ships.









Tesla coil






noun




a form of induction coil for producing high-frequency alternating currents.













TESOL

 
/ˈteˌsäl ˈtēˌsôl/






abbreviation




teaching of English to speakers of other languages.













tessellate

 
/ˈtesəˌlāt /

 
tesselate





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
decorate (a floor) with mosaics.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 cover (a plane surface) by repeated use of a single shape, without gaps or overlapping.








II.
 
derivatives





tessellation

 
/ˌtesəˈlāSH(ə)n /

 
tesselation






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as 
tessellated

 ): from late Latin 
tessellat-

 , from the verb 
tessellare

 , from 
tessella

 , diminutive of 
tessera

 (see tessera
 ).






tessera

 
/ˈtesərə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small block of stone, tile, glass, or other material used in the construction of a mosaic.




2.
 
(in ancient Greece and Rome) a small tablet of wood or bone used as a token.








II.
 
derivatives





tesseral

 
/ˈtes(ə)rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek, neuter of 
tesseres

 , variant of 
tessares

 ‘four.’





Tessin

 
/teˈsaN, teˈsēn/






French and German name for Ticino
 .









tessitura

 
/ˌtesəˈto͝orə/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 the range within which most notes of a vocal part fall.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘texture,’ from Latin 
textura

 (see texture
 ).






test1


 
/test/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a procedure intended to establish the quality, performance, or reliability of something, especially before it is taken into widespread use




•
 
no sparking was visible during the tests.










2.
 
a short written or spoken examination of a person's proficiency or knowledge




•
 
a spelling test.










3.
 
an event or situation that reveals the strength or quality of someone or something by putting them under strain




•
 
this is the first serious test of the peace agreement.










4.
 
an examination of part of the body or a body fluid for medical purposes, especially by means of a chemical or mechanical procedure rather than simple inspection




•
 
a test for HIV




•
 
eye tests.










5.
 


[Chemistry]

 a procedure employed to identify a substance or to reveal the presence or absence of a constituent within a substance.




6.
 
the result of a medical examination or analytical procedure




•
 
a positive test for protein.










7.
 
a means of establishing whether an action, item, or situation is an instance of a specified quality, especially one held to be undesirable




•
 
a statutory test of obscenity.










8.
 


[Metallurgy]

 a movable hearth in a reverberating furnace, used for separating gold or silver from lead.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take measures to check the quality, performance, or reliability of (something), especially before putting it into widespread use or practice




•
 
this range has not been tested on animals




•
 (as 
noun

 
testing

 )
 
the testing and developing of prototypes




•
 


‹figurative›

 a useful way to 
test out

 ideas before implementation.










2.
 
reveal the strengths or capabilities of (someone or something) by putting them under strain




•
 
such behavior would severely test any marriage.










3.
 
give (someone) a short written or oral examination of their proficiency or knowledge




•
 
all children are tested at eleven.










4.
 
judge or measure (someone's proficiency or knowledge) by means of an examination.




5.
 
carry out a medical test on (a person, a part of the body, or a body fluid).




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — produce a specified result in a medical test, especially a drug test or AIDS test




•
 
he 
tested positive

 for steroids after the race.










7.
 


[Chemistry]

 examine (a substance) by means of a reagent.




8.
 
touch or taste (something) to check that it is acceptable before proceeding further




•
 
she tested the water with the tip of her elbow.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
put someone/something to the test






find out how useful, strong, or effective someone or something is.









2.
 
stand the test of time






last or remain popular for a long time.









3.
 
test the water






judge people's feelings or opinions before taking further action.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
testability

 
/ˌtestəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
testable

 
/ˈtestəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
testee

 
/-ˈtē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a cupel used to treat gold or silver alloys or ore): via Old French from Latin 
testu

 , 
testum

 ‘earthen pot,’ variant of 
testa

 ‘jug, shell.’ Compare with test
 2
 . The verb dates from the early 17th cent.






test2


 
/test/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the shell or integument of some invertebrates and protozoans, especially the chalky shell of a foraminiferan or the tough outer layer of a tunicate.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
testa

 ‘tile, jug, shell.’ Compare with test
 1
 .





test.






abbreviation



1.
 
testator.




2.
 
testimony.













Test.






abbreviation




Testament.













testa

 
/ˈtestə/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the protective outer covering of a seed; the seed coat.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tile, shell.’





testaceous

 
/teˈstāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Entomology]

 of a dull brick-red color.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
testaceus

 (from 
testa

 ‘tile’) + -ous
 .





testament

 
/ˈtestəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person's will, especially the part relating to personal property.




2.
 
something that serves as a sign or evidence of a specified fact, event, or quality




•
 
growing attendance figures are a 
testament to

 the event's popularity.










3.
 
(in biblical use) a covenant or dispensation.




4.
 
(
Testament

 )
 — a division of the Bible.

See also Old Testament
 , New Testament
 .




5.
 
(
Testament

 )
 — a copy of the New Testament.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
testamentum

 ‘a will’ (from 
testari

 ‘testify’), in Christian Latin also translating Greek 
diathēkē

 ‘covenant.’





testamentary

 
/ˌtestəˈmen(t)ərē/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or bequeathed or appointed through a will.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
testamentarius

 , from 
testamentum

 ‘a will,’ from 
testari

 ‘testify.’






testate

 
/ˈtestāt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having made a valid will before one dies.








II.
 
noun




a person who has died leaving a will.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Latin 
testatus

 ‘testified, witnessed,’ past participle of 
testari

 , from 
testis

 ‘a witness.’





testation

 
/teˈstāSHən/






noun






[Law]

 the disposal of property by will.














testator

 
/ˈtestādər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who has made a will or given a legacy.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
testatour

 , from Latin 
testator

 , from the verb 
testari

 ‘testify.’





testatrix

 
/teˈstātriks/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 
‹dated›

 a woman who has made a will or given a legacy.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Latin, feminine of 
testator

 (see testator
 ).





Test-Ban Treaty






an international agreement not to test nuclear weapons in the atmosphere, in space, or underwater, signed in 1963 by the US, the UK, and the former Soviet Union, and later by more than 100 governments.









test bed

 
/ˈtes(t) ˌbed/






noun




a piece of equipment used for testing new machinery, especially aircraft engines.













test case

 
/ˈtes(t) ˌkās/






noun






[Law]

 a case that sets a precedent for other cases involving the same question of law.













test drive

 
/ˈtes(t) ˌdrīv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of driving a motor vehicle that one is considering buying in order to determine its quality.




2.
 
a test of a product before purchase or release.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drive (a vehicle) to determine its qualities with a view to buying it.




2.
 
test (a product) before purchase or release




•
 
a laboratory where they can test-drive new tools and techniques.



















tester1


 
/ˈtestər/






noun



1.
 
a person who tests something, especially a new product.




2.
 
a person who tests another's proficiency.




3.
 
a device that tests the functioning of something




•
 
a cake tester.










4.
 
a sample of a product provided so that customers can try it before buying it.













tester2


 
/ˈtestər/





I.
 
noun




a canopy over a four-poster bed.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
testerium

 , 
testrum

 , from a Romance word meaning ‘head,’ based on Latin 
testa

 ‘tile.’





testes

 
/ˈtestēz/






plural form of testis
 .









test flight

 
/ˈtes(t) ˌflīt/





I.
 
noun




a flight during which the performance of an aircraft or its equipment is tested.








II.
 
derivatives





test-fly

 
/ˈtest ˌflī ˈtes(t)ˌflī /






verb






















testicle

 
/ˈtestək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




either of the two oval organs that produce sperm in men and other male mammals, enclosed in the scrotum behind the penis.

Also called testis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





testicular

 
/teˈstikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
testiculus

 , diminutive of 
testis

 ‘a witness’ (i.e., to virility).





testicular feminization






noun




a condition produced in genetically male people by the failure of tissue to respond to male sex hormones, resulting in normal female anatomy but with testes in place of ovaries.













testiculate

 
/teˈstikyələt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (especially of the twin tubers of some orchids) shaped like a pair of testicles.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from late Latin 
testiculatus

 , from 
testiculus

 (see testicle
 ).





testify

 
/ˈtestəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give evidence as a witness in a law court




•
 
he testified against his own commander




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he testified that he had supplied Barry with crack.










2.
 
serve as evidence or proof of something's existing or being the case




•
 
the bleak lines 
testify to

 inner torment.














II.
 
derivatives





testifier

 
/ˈtestəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
testificari

 , from 
testis

 ‘a witness.’





testimonial

 
/ˌtestəˈmōnēəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal statement testifying to someone's character and qualifications.




2.
 
a public tribute to someone and to their achievements.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — (in sports) a game or event held in honor of a player, who typically receives part of the income generated




•
 
the Yankees held a testimonial day for Gehrig.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
testimonial

 ‘testifying, serving as evidence,’ from late Latin 
testimonialis

 , from Latin 
testimonium

 (see testimony
 ).






testimony

 
/ˈtestəˌmōnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal written or spoken statement, especially one given in a court of law.




2.
 
evidence or proof provided by the existence or appearance of something




•
 
his blackened finger was 
testimony to

 the fact that he had played in pain.










3.
 
a public recounting of a religious conversion or experience.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a solemn protest or declaration.











– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
testimonium

 , from 
testis

 ‘a witness.’





testing ground

 
/ˈtestiNG ˌɡround/






noun




an area or field of activity used for the testing of a product or an idea, especially a military site used for the testing of weapons.














testis

 
/ˈtestəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 an organ that produces spermatozoa (male reproductive cells).

Compare with testicle
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘a witness’ (i.e., to virility). Compare with testicle
 .





Test match






noun




an international cricket or rugby match.













test meal






noun






[Medicine]

 a portion of food of specified quantity and composition, eaten to stimulate digestive secretions which can then be analyzed.














testosterone

 
/teˈstästəˌrōn/





I.
 
noun




a steroid hormone that stimulates development of male secondary sexual characteristics, produced mainly in the testes, but also in the ovaries and adrenal cortex.











– origin

 1930s: from testis
 + 
sterone

 (blend of sterol
 and ketone
 ).





test paper

 
/test ˈpāpər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a paper impregnated with an indicator that changes color under known conditions, used especially to test for acidity.













test pattern






noun




a geometric design broadcast by a television station so that viewers can adjust the quality of their reception.













test pilot






noun




a pilot who flies an aircraft to test its performance.













test strip

 
/test strip/






noun




a strip of material used in testing, especially (in photography) a strip of sensitized material, sections of which are exposed for varying lengths of time to assess its response.













test tube

 
/ˈtes(t) ˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun



1.
 
a thin glass tube closed at one end, used to hold small amounts of material for laboratory testing or experiments.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting things produced or processes performed in a laboratory




•
 
new forms of test-tube life.



















test-tube baby

 
/test t(y)o͞ob ˈbābē/






noun






‹informal›

 a baby conceived by in vitro fertilization.














Testudines

 
/teˈst(y)o͞odnˌēz /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of reptiles that comprises the turtles, terrapins, and tortoises. They are distinguished by having a shell of bony plates covered with horny scales, and many kinds are aquatic.

Also called (esp. formerly) Chelonia
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), based on Latin 
testa

 ‘shell.’






testudo

 
/teˈst(y)o͞odō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Rome) a screen on wheels and with an arched roof, used to protect besieging troops.




2.
 
a protective screen formed by a body of troops holding their shields above their heads in such a way that the shields overlap.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘tortoise,’ from 
testa

 ‘tile, shell.’





testy

 
/ˈtestē/





I.
 
adjective




easily irritated; impatient and somewhat bad-tempered.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
testily

 
/ˈtestəlē /






adverb













2.
 
testiness

 
/ˈtestēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘headstrong, impetuous’): from Anglo-Norman French 
testif

 , from Old French 
teste

 ‘head,’ from Latin 
testa

 ‘shell.’





tetanic

 
/teˈtanik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of tetanus, especially in connection with tonic muscle spasm.








II.
 
derivatives





tetanically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
tetanikos

 , from 
tetanos

 (see tetanus
 ).






tetanus

 
/ˈtetnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bacterial disease marked by rigidity and spasms of the voluntary muscles.

See also trismus
 . [This disease is caused by the bacterium 
Clostridium tetani

 ; Gram-positive anaerobic rods.]




2.
 


[Physiology]

 the prolonged contraction of a muscle caused by rapidly repeated stimuli.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tetanize

 
/ˈtetnˌīz /






verb













2.
 
tetanoid

 
/-ˌoid /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek 
tetanos

 ‘muscular spasm,’ from 
teinein

 ‘to stretch.’





tetany

 
/ˈtet(ə)nē/





I.
 
noun




a condition marked by intermittent muscular spasms, caused by malfunction of the parathyroid glands and a consequent deficiency of calcium.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
tétanie

 , from Latin 
tetanus

 (see tetanus
 ).






tetchy

 
/ˈteCHē /

 
techy





I.
 
adjective




bad-tempered and irritable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tetchily

 
/ˈteCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tetchiness

 
/ˈteCHēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from a variant of Scots 
tache

 ‘blotch, fault,’ from Old French 
teche

 .





tête-à-tête

 
/ˌtādəˈtāt ˌtedəˈtet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a private conversation between two people.




2.
 
an S-shaped sofa on which two people can sit face to face.








II.
 
adjective, adverb




involving or happening between two people in private


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a tête-à-tête meal




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
his business was conducted tête-à-tête.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French, literally ‘head-to-head.’





tête-bêche

 
/tātˈbeSH/





I.
 
adjective




(of a postage stamp) printed upside down or sideways relative to another.











– origin

 French, from 
tête

 ‘head’ and 
bêche

 , contraction of obsolete 
béchevet

 ‘placed with the head of one against the foot of the other.’





tether

 
/ˈteT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




a rope or chain with which an animal is tied to restrict its movement.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tie (an animal) with a rope or chain so as to restrict its movement




•
 
the horse had been tethered to a post.










2.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
tethering

 )
 — use (a smartphone) in order to connect a computer or other device to the Internet




•
 
one prediction is that tethering will cost around $30 per month, probably with some cap on the amount of data transfer allowed.














III.
 
phrases





the end of one's tether






see end
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
tjóthr

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘fasten.’





tetherball

 
/ˈteT͟Hərˌbôl/






noun




a game in which two people use their hands or paddles to hit a ball suspended on a cord from an upright post, the winner being the first person to wind the cord completely around the post.













Tethys

 
/ˈteTHəs/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a goddess of the sea, daughter of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth).




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a satellite of Saturn, the ninth closest to the planet, discovered by Cassini in 1684. It is probably composed mainly of ice and has a diameter of 659 miles (1,060 km).




III.
 


[Geology]

 an ocean formerly separating the supercontinents of Gondwana and Laurasia, the forerunner of the present-day Mediterranean.









Tet Offensive

 
/ˈtet əˌfensiv/






(in the Vietnam War) an offensive launched in January–February 1968 by the Vietcong and the North Vietnamese army. Timed to coincide with the first day of the Tet (Vietnamese New Year), it was a surprise attack on South Vietnamese cities, notably Saigon. Although repulsed after initial successes, the attack shook US confidence and hastened the withdrawal of its forces.









Teton

 
/ˈtētän /

 
Teton Sioux





I.
 
noun




another term for Lakota
 .











– origin

 via North American French or directly from the name in Lakota 
thíthũwã

 , possibly meaning ‘dwellers on the prairie.’





Tétouan

 
/tāˈtwän/






a city in northern Morocco; pop. 613,506 (2004).









tetra

 
/ˈtetrə/





I.
 
noun




a small tropical freshwater fish that is typically brightly colored. Native to Africa and America, many tetras are popular in aquariums.

[Numerous genera and species in the family 
Characidae

 , including the 
neon tetra

 .]











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: abbreviation of modern Latin 
Tetragonopterus

 (former genus name), literally ‘tetragonal-finned.’






tetra-

 
tetr-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
four; having four




•
 
tetramerous




•
 
tetragram




•
 
tetrode.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (in names of compounds) containing four atoms or groups of a specified kind




•
 
tetracycline.

















– origin

 from Greek, from 
tettares

 ‘four.’





tetrachord

 
/ˈtetrəˌkôrd/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a scale of four notes, the interval between the first and last being a perfect fourth.




2.
 


[Music]

 
‹historical›

 a musical instrument with four strings.













tetracyclic

 
/ˌtetrəˈsīklik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) having four fused rings of atoms in its molecule.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tetra-
 ‘four’ + Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle’ + -ic
 .






tetracycline

 
/ˌtetrəˈsīklēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a large group of antibiotics with a molecular structure containing four rings.

[These antibiotics are often obtained from bacteria of the genus 
Streptomyces

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from tetra-
 + cyclic
 + -ine
 4
 .





tetrad

 
/ˈtetrad/





I.
 
noun






‹technical›

 a group or set of four.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
tetras

 , 
tetrad-

 ‘four, a group of four.’





tetradactyl

 
/ˌtetrəˈdaktl/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a vertebrate limb) having four toes or fingers.














tetraethyl lead

 
/ˌtetrəˌeTHəl ˈled/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic colorless oily liquid made synthetically and used as an antiknock agent in leaded gasoline.

[Chem. formula: Pb(C2
 H5
 )4
 .]













tetrafluoroethylene

 
/ˌtetrəˌflo͝orōˈeTHəlēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a dense colorless gas that is polymerized to make plastics such as polytetrafluoroethylene.

[Chem. formula: F2
 C=CF2
 .]













tetragonal

 
/teˈtraɡənl/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting a crystal system or three-dimensional geometric arrangement having three axes at right angles, two of them equal.








II.
 
derivatives





tetragonally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
tetragōnon

 (neuter of 
tetragōnos

 ‘four-angled’) + -al
 .





tetragram

 
/ˈtetrəˌɡram/






noun




a word consisting of four letters or characters.














Tetragrammaton

 
/ˌtetrəˈɡraməˌtän/





I.
 
noun




the Hebrew name of God transliterated in four letters as 
YHWH

 or 
JHVH

 and articulated as 
Yahweh

 or 
Jehovah

 .











– origin

 Greek, neuter of 
tetragrammatos

 ‘having four letters,’ from 
tetra-

 ‘four’ + 
gramma

 , 
grammat-

 ‘letter.’





tetrahedrite

 
/ˌtetrəˈhēdrīt/






noun




a gray mineral consisting of a sulfide of antimony, iron, and copper, typically occurring as tetrahedral crystals.













tetrahedron

 
/ˌtetrəˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid having four plane triangular faces; a triangular pyramid.








II.
 
derivatives





tetrahedral

 
/ˌtetrəˈhēdrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from late Greek 
tetraedron

 , neuter (used as a noun) of 
tetraedros

 ‘four-sided.’





tetrahydrocannabinol

 
/ˌtetrəˌhīdrəkəˈnabəˌnôl, -ˌnäl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a crystalline compound that is the main active ingredient of cannabis.

[Chem. formula: C21
 H30
 O2
 .]













tetrahydrofuran

 
/ˌtetrəˌhīdrōˈfyo͝oran/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid used chiefly as a solvent for plastics and as an intermediate in organic syntheses.

[A heterocyclic compound; chem. formula: C4
 H8
 O.]













tetrahydrogestrinone

 
/ˌtetrəˌhīdrəˈjestrəˌnōn, -ˌhīdrō- /

 
THG






noun




an artificial anabolic steroid taken for enhancement of athletic performance. It was until recently undetectable in the bloodstream using normal testing techniques.













tetralogy

 
/teˈträləjē/






noun



1.
 
a group of four related literary or operatic works.




2.
 
a series of four ancient Greek dramas, three tragedies and one satyr play, originally presented together.

[from Greek 
tetralogia

 .]




3.
 


[Medicine]

 a set of four related symptoms or abnormalities frequently occurring together.













tetralogy of Fallot

 
/teˌtraləjē əv faˈlō/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a congenital heart condition involving four abnormalities occurring together, including a defective septum between the ventricles and narrowing of the pulmonary artery, and accompanied by cyanosis.











– origin

 1920s: named after Etienne L. A. 
Fallot

 (1850–1911), French physician.





tetramer

 
/ˈtetrəmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer comprising four monomer units.








II.
 
derivatives





tetrameric

 
/ˌtetrəˈmerik /






adjective





















tetramerous

 
/teˈtramərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of four.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of four joints or parts.













tetrameter

 
/teˈtramədər/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a verse of four measures.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
tetrametrus

 , from Greek 
tetrametros

 , from 
tetra-

 ‘four’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’





tetraplegia

 
/ˌtetrəˈplēj(ē)ə/





I.
 
noun




another term for quadriplegia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tetraplegic

 
/ˌtetrəˈplējik /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tetra-
 ‘four’ + paraplegia
 .





tetraploid

 
/ˈtetrəˌploid /

 

‹Biology›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) containing four homologous sets of chromosomes.




2.
 
(of an organism or species) composed of tetraploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a tetraploid organism, variety, or species.








III.
 
derivatives





tetraploidy






noun





















tetrapod

 
/ˈtetrəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a four-footed animal, especially a member of a group that includes all vertebrates higher than fishes.

[Superclass 
Tetrapoda

 : the amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.]




2.
 


[Zoology]

 an object or structure with four feet, legs, or supports.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
tetrapodus

 , from Greek 
tetrapous

 , 
tetrapod-

 ‘four-footed,’ from 
tetra-

 ‘four’ + 
pous

 ‘foot.’





tetrapterous

 
/teˈtraptərəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Entomology]

 (of an insect) having two pairs of wings.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
tetrapterus

 (from Greek 
tetrapteros

 , from 
tetra-

 ‘four’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing’) + -ous
 .





tetrarch

 
/ˈteträrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Empire) the governor of one of four divisions of a country or province.




2.
 
one of four joint rulers.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a subordinate ruler.








II.
 
derivatives





tetrarchy

 
/ˈteˌträrkē /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, from late Latin 
tetrarcha

 , from Latin 
tetrarches

 , from Greek 
tetrarkhēs

 , from 
tetra-

 ‘four’ + 
arkhein

 ‘to rule.’





tetraspore

 
/ˈtetrəˌspôr/






noun






[Botany]

 a spore occurring in groups of four, in particular (in a red alga) each of four spores produced together, two of which produce male plants and two female.













tetrastich

 
/ˈtetrəˌstik/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a group of four lines of verse.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
tetrastikhon

 ‘having four rows,’ from 
tetra-

 ‘four’ + 
stikhon

 ‘row, line of verse.’





tetratomic

 
/ˌtetrəˈtämik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 consisting of four atoms.














tetravalent

 
/ˌtetrəˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of four.













tetrazole

 
/ˈtetrəˌzōl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an acidic crystalline compound whose molecule is a five-membered ring of one carbon and four nitrogen atoms.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 N4
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tetra-
 ‘four’ + azo-
 + -ole
 .





tetrazolium

 
/ˌtetrəˈzōlēəm/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a cation derived from tetrazole or one of its derivatives, especially the triphenyl derivative.




2.
 
(also 
nitroblue tetrazolium

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a yellow dye used as a test for viability in biological material.













Tetrazzini

 
/ˌtetrəˈzēnē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
served over pasta with mushrooms and almonds in a cream sauce, sprinkled with cheese, and baked in the oven




•
 
turkey Tetrazzini.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after 
Luisa Tetrazzini

 (1871–1940), Italian operatic soprano.





tetrode

 
/ˈtetrōd/





I.
 
noun




a thermionic tube having four electrodes.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tetra-
 ‘four’ + Greek 
hodos

 ‘way.’





tetrodotoxin

 
/teˌtrōdəˈtäksin/





I.
 
noun




a poisonous compound present in the ovaries of certain pufferfishes. It is a powerful neurotoxin.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Tetrodon

 (former genus name, from Greek 
tetra-

 ‘fourfold’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth’) + toxin
 .





tetrose

 
/ˈtetrōs, -trōz/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of monosaccharide sugars whose molecules contain four carbon atoms.













tetroxide

 
/teˈträkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing four atoms of oxygen in its molecule or empirical formula.













tetter

 
/ˈtedər/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a skin disease in humans or animals causing itchy or pustular patches, such as eczema or ringworm.











– origin

 Old English 
teter

 , of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
dadru

 ‘skin disease.’





Teut.






abbreviation



1.
 
Teuton.




2.
 
Teutonic.













Teuton

 
/ˈt(y)o͞otn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people who lived in Jutland in the 4th century 
BC

 and fought the Romans in France in the 2nd century 
BC

 .




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 a German.











– origin

 from Latin 
Teutones

 , 
Teutoni

 (plural), from an Indo-European root meaning ‘people’ or ‘country.’





Teutonic

 
/t(y)o͞oˈtänik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Teutons.




2.
 


‹often derogatory›

 displaying the characteristics popularly attributed to Germans




•
 
making preparations with Teutonic thoroughness.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 denoting the Germanic branch of the Indo-European language family.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the language of the Teutons.








III.
 
derivatives





Teutonicism

 
/t(y)o͞oˈtänəˌsizəm /






noun





















Teutonic Knights





I.
 
a military and religious order of German knights, priests, and lay brothers, originally enrolled 
c.

 1191 as the Teutonic Knights of St. Mary of Jerusalem.





They became a great sovereign power through conquests made in campaigns against Germany's non-Christian neighbors, such as Prussia and Livonia, from 1225. Abolished by Napoleon in 1809, the order was re-established in Vienna as an honorary ecclesiastical institution in 1834 and maintains a titular existence.






Tevere

 
/ˈtāvəˌrā/






Italian name for Tiber
 .










Tewa

 
/ˈtāwə, ˈtē-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Pueblo Indian people of the Rio Grande area in the southwestern US.




2.
 
the Tanoan language of the Tewa.

Do not confuse with Tiwa
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tewa or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Tegua

 or directly from the Tewa self-designation 
téwa

 .





Tewksbury

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oksb(ə)rē/






a town in northeastern Massachusetts, southeast of Lowell; pop. 29,543 (est. 2008).









Tex.






abbreviation




Texas.













Texarkana

 
/ˌteksärˈkanə/






twin cities on the Texas-Arkansas border. The Texas city, in the northeastern part of the state, is home to an army ordnance center; pop. 36,611 (est. 2008). The Arkansas city is in the southwestern part of the state; pop. 30,087 (est. 2008).










Texas

 
/ˈteksəs/





I.
 
a state in the southern US, on the border with Mexico, with a coastline on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 24,326,974 (est. 2008); capital, Austin; statehood, Dec. 29, 1845 (28). The area was part of Mexico until 1836, when it declared independence, became a republic, and began to work for admittance to the US as a state.




II.
 
derivatives





Texan

 
/ˈteks(ə)n /






adjective, noun





















Texas City






a port city in southeastern Texas, on Galveston Bay, southeast of Houston; pop. 44,491 (est. 2008).









Texas fever






noun




the disease babesiosis in cattle.













Texas Hold 'Em

 
/ˌteksəs ˈhōld əm/






noun




a poker game in which players compose their hands from cards dealt to them combined with community cards dealt face up and shared among them.













Texas leaguer






noun






[Baseball]

 a pop fly that falls to the ground between the infield and the outfield and results in a base hit.













Texas Ranger






noun




a member of the Texas State police force (formerly, of certain locally mustered regiments in the federal service during the Mexican War).













Tex-Mex

 
/ˈteksmeks/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of cooking and music) having a blend of Mexican and southern American features originally characteristic of the border regions of Texas and Mexico.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
Tex-Mex music or cooking.




2.
 
a variety of Mexican Spanish spoken in Texas.











– origin

 1940s: blend of 
Texan

 and 
Mexican

 .






text

 
/tekst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book or other written or printed work, regarded in terms of its content rather than its physical form




•
 
a text that explores pain and grief.










2.
 
a piece of written or printed material regarded as conveying the authentic or primary form of a particular work




•
 
in some passages it is difficult to establish the original text




•
 
the text of the lecture was available to guests.










3.
 
written or printed words, typically forming a connected piece of work




•
 
stylistic features of journalistic text.










4.
 


[Computing]

 data in the form of words or alphabetic characters.




5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the main body of a book or other piece of writing, as distinct from other material such as notes, appendices, and illustrations




•
 
the pictures are clear and relate well to the text.










6.
 
a script or libretto.




7.
 
a written work chosen or assigned as a subject of study




•
 
the book is intended as a secondary text for religion courses.










8.
 
a textbook.




9.
 
a passage from the Bible or other religious work, especially when used as the subject of a sermon.




10.
 
a subject or theme for a discussion or exposition




•
 
he took as his text the fact that Australia is paradise.










11.
 
a text message.




12.
 
(also 
text-hand

 )
 — fine, large handwriting, used especially for manuscripts.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
send a text message to




•
 
I thought it was fantastic that he took the trouble to text me




•
 (as 
noun

 
texting

 )
 
stricter regulations against texting while driving.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
texter






noun













2.
 
textless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Northern French 
texte

 , from Latin 
textus

 ‘tissue, literary style’ (in medieval Latin, ‘Gospel’), from 
text-

 ‘woven,’ from the verb 
texere

 .





textbook

 
/ˈteks(t)ˌbo͝ok/





I.
 
noun




a book used as a standard work for the study of a particular subject.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
conforming to or corresponding to a standard or type that is prescribed or widely held by theorists




•
 
he had the presence of mind to carry out a textbook emergency descent.














III.
 
derivatives





textbookish






adjective





















text editor

 
/tekst ˈedədər/






noun






[Computing]

 a system or program that allows a user to edit text.













textile

 
/ˈtekˌstīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
textiles

 )
 — a type of cloth or woven fabric




•
 
a fascinating range of pottery, jewelry, and textiles.










2.
 
(
textiles

 )
 — the branch of industry involved in the manufacture of cloth.




3.
 


‹informal›

 used by nudists to describe someone wearing clothes, especially on a beach.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — of or relating to fabric or weaving




•
 
the textile industry.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used by nudists to describe something relating to or restricted to people wearing clothes.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
textilis

 , from 
text-

 ‘woven,’ from the verb 
texere

 .





text message

 
//





I.
 
noun




an electronic communication sent and received by mobile phone.








II.
 
derivatives





text messaging

 
/ˈtekst ˌmesəjiNG /






noun





















textphone

 
/ˈtekstfōn/






noun




a telephone for use by hearing-impaired people, having a small screen on which a message can be received and a keyboard on which an outgoing message may be typed to another textphone.













text processing

 
/ˈˌtekst präˌsesiNG/






noun






[Computing]

 the manipulation of text, especially the transformation of text from one format to another.













textspeak

 
/ˈteks(t)ˌspēk/






noun




language regarded as characteristic of text messages, consisting of abbreviations, acronyms, initials, emoticons, etc.













textual

 
/ˈteksCHo͞oəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a text or texts




•
 
textual analysis.














II.
 
derivatives





textually

 
/ˈtek(st)SH(o͞o)əlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
textualis

 , from Latin 
textus

 (see text
 ).






textual criticism






noun




the process of attempting to ascertain the original wording of a text.













textualist

 
/ˈteksCHo͞oələst/





I.
 
noun




a person who adheres strictly to a text, especially that of religious scriptures.








II.
 
derivatives





textualism

 
/ˈtek(st)SH(o͞o)əˌlizəm /






noun





















textuality

 
/ˌteksCHo͞oˈalədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality or use of language characteristic of written works as opposed to spoken usage.




2.
 
strict adherence to a text; textualism.














texture

 
/ˈteksCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feel, appearance, or consistency of a surface or a substance




•
 
skin texture and tone




•
 
the cheese is firm in texture




•
 
the different colors and textures of bark.










2.
 
the character or appearance of a textile fabric as determined by the arrangement and thickness of its threads




•
 
a dark shirt of rough texture.










3.
 


[Art]

 the tactile quality of the surface of a work of art.




4.
 
the quality created by the combination of the different elements in a work of music or literature




•
 
a closely knit symphonic texture.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
textured

 )


1.
 
give (a surface, especially of a fabric or wall covering) a rough or raised texture




•
 
wallcoverings which create a textured finish.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
textural

 
/ˈtek(st)SH(ə)rəl /






adjective













2.
 
texturally

 
/-rəlē /






adverb













3.
 
textureless

 
/ˈtek(st)SHərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a woven fabric or something resembling this): from Latin 
textura

 ‘weaving,’ from 
text-

 ‘woven,’ from the verb 
texere

 .





textured vegetable protein






noun




a type of protein obtained from soybeans and made to resemble minced meat.













texture mapping






noun






[Computing]

 the application of patterns or images to three-dimensional graphics to enhance the realism of their surfaces.













texturing

 
/ˈteksCHəriNG/






noun




the representation or use of texture, especially in music, fine art, and interior design.













texturize

 
/ˈteksCHəˌrīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impart a particular texture to (a product, especially a fabric or foodstuff) in order to make it more attractive.













text wrap






noun




(in word processing) a facility allowing text to surround embedded features such as pictures.













TF






abbreviation




Territorial Force.













T-formation

 
/ˈtēfôrˌmāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Football]

 a T-shaped offensive formation, with the halfbacks and fullback positioned in a line parallel to the line of scrimmage.













tfr.






abbreviation




transfer.













TFT






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 thin-film transistor, denoting a technology used to make flat color display screens, usually for high-end portable computers.













TG






abbreviation




transformational grammar or transformational-generative grammar.













t.g.






abbreviation






[Biology]

 type genus.













TGIF






abbreviation






‹informal›

 thank God it's Friday.













T-group

 
/ˈtēˌɡro͞op/





I.
 
noun






[Psychology]

 a group of people undergoing therapy or training in which they observe and seek to improve their own interpersonal relationships or communication skills.











– origin

 1950s: 
T

 for 
training

 .





tgt.






abbreviation




target.













TGV





I.
 
noun




a French high-speed electric passenger train.











– origin

 abbreviation of French 
train à grande vitesse

 .





Th






symbol




the chemical element thorium.













Th.






abbreviation




Thursday.














-th1


 
-eth





I.
 
suffix




forming ordinal and fractional numbers from 
four

 onwards




•
 
fifth




•
 
sixty-sixth.

















– origin

 Old English 
-(o)tha

 , 
-(o)the

 .






-th2






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
(from verbs) denoting an action or process




•
 
birth




•
 
growth.










3.
 
(from adjectives) denoting a state




•
 
filth




•
 
health




•
 
width.

















– origin

 Old English 
-thu

 , 
-tho

 , 
-th

 .





-th3







suffix




variant spelling of -eth
 2
 (as in 
doth

 ).













Thackeray, William Makepeace

 
/ˈTHak(ə)rē, ˈTHakəˌrā/






(1811–63), British novelist, born in India. He established his reputation with 
Vanity Fair

 (1847–48), a satire of the upper middle class of early 19th-century society. Other novels included 
The History of Henry Esmond

 (1852).









Thaddaeus

 
/ˈTHadēəs/






an apostle named in St. Matthew's gospel, traditionally identified with St. Jude.










Thai

 
/tī/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Thailand, its people, or their language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Thailand.




2.
 
a member of the largest ethnic group in Thailand.




3.
 
a person of Thai descent.




4.
 
the Tai language that is the official language of Thailand.











– origin

 Thai, literally ‘free.’





Thai boxing





I.
 
noun




a traditional Thai martial art in which the fists, elbows, knees, and bare feet may all be used to deliver blows.








II.
 
derivatives





Thai boxer






noun






















Thailand

 
/ˈtīland/





I.
 
a kingdom in Southeast Asia, on the Gulf of Thailand; pop. 65,998,400 (est. 2009); capital, Bangkok; language, Thai (official).

Former name (until 1939) Siam
 .





A powerful Thai kingdom emerged in the 14th century. In the 19th century, it lost territory in the east to France and in the south to Britain. Thailand was occupied by the Japanese during World War II; it supported the US in the Vietnam War, later experiencing a large influx of refugees from Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. Absolute monarchy was abolished in 1932, the king remaining head of state.






Thailand, Gulf of






an inlet of the South China Sea between the Malay Peninsula on the west and Thailand and Cambodia on the east. It was formerly known as the Gulf of Siam.









Thai stick






noun




strong cannabis in leaf form, twisted into a small, tightly packed cylinder ready for smoking.













thalamus

 
/ˈTHaləməs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of two masses of gray matter lying between the cerebral hemispheres on either side of the third ventricle, relaying sensory information and acting as a center for pain perception.








II.
 
derivatives





thalamic

 
/THəˈlamik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting the part of the brain at which a nerve originates): via Latin from Greek 
thalamos

 .






thalassemia

 
/ˌTHaləˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 thalassaemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a group of hereditary hemolytic diseases caused by faulty hemoglobin synthesis, widespread in Mediterranean, African, and Asian countries.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
thalassa

 ‘sea’ (because the diseases were first known around the Mediterranean) + -emia
 .





thalassic

 
/THəˈlasik/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 
‹technical›

 of or relating to the sea.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
thalassique

 , from Greek 
thalassa

 ‘sea.’





thalassotherapy

 
/ˈˌTHaləˌsōˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun




the use of seawater in cosmetic and health treatment.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
thalassa

 ‘sea’ + therapy
 .





thale cress

 
/ˌTHāl ˈkres/





I.
 
noun




a small white-flowered plant of north temperate regions, widely used in genetics experiments due to its small number of chromosomes and short life cycle.

[
Arabidopsis thaliana

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: named after Johann 
Thal

 (1542–83), German physician.






thaler

 
/ˈtälər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a German silver coin.











– origin

 German, earlier form of 
Taler

 (see dollar
 ).





Thales

 
/ˈTHālēz/






(
c.

 624–
c.

 545 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher, mathematician, and astronomer, living at Miletus. Judged by Aristotle to be the founder of physical science, he is also credited with founding geometry. He proposed that water was the primary substance from which all things were derived.









Thalia

 
/ˈTHālēə/





I.
 


[Greek & Roman Mythology]

 the Muse of comedy.




II.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 one of the Graces.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘rich, plentiful.’





thalidomide

 
/THəˈlidəˌmīd/





I.
 
noun




a drug formerly used as a sedative, but withdrawn in the early 1960s after it was found to cause congenital malformation or absence of limbs in children whose mothers took the drug during early pregnancy.











– origin

 1950s: from 
(ph)thal(ic acid)

 + 
(im)ido

 + 
(i)mide

 .





thalli

 
/ˈTHalī/






plural form of thallus
 .









thallium

 
/ˈTHalēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Tl

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 81, a soft silvery-white metal that occurs naturally in small amounts in pyrite and other ores. Its compounds are very poisonous.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
thallos

 ‘green shoot,’ because of the green line in its spectrum.





thallophyte

 
/ˈTHaləˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that consists of a thallus.








II.
 
derivatives





thallophytic






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Thallophyta

 (former taxon), from Greek 
thallos

 (see thallus
 ) + -phyte
 .






thallus

 
/ˈTHaləs/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant body that is not differentiated into stem and leaves and lacks true roots and a vascular system. Thalli are typical of algae, fungi, lichens, and some liverworts.








II.
 
derivatives





thalloid

 
/ˈTHaloid /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Greek 
thallos

 ‘green shoot,’ from 
thallein

 ‘to bloom.’





thalweg

 
/ˈtälˌveɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a line connecting the lowest points of successive cross-sections along the course of a valley or river.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from obsolete 
Thal

 ‘valley, dale’ + 
Weg

 ‘way.’





Thames

 
/temz/





I.
 
a river that flows for 160 miles (260 km) across southern Ontario in Canada. It was the scene of an 1813 battle in which Tecumseh died.




II.
 
a river in southern England that flows 210 miles (338 km) east from the Cotswolds in Gloucestershire through London to the North Sea.




III.
 

/THāmz /

 — an estuarial river in southeastern Connecticut that flows from Norwich past New London and Groton to Long Island Sound.










Thammuz

 
/ˈtämo͝oz, täˈmo͞oz /

 
Tammuz





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the tenth month of the civil and fourth of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of June and July.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
tammūz

 .






than

 
/T͟Han T͟Hən/





I.
 
conjunction, preposition



1.
 
introducing the second element in a comparison


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
he was much smaller than his son




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
Jack doesn't know any more than I do.










2.
 
used in expressions introducing an exception or contrast


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
he claims not to own anything 
other than

 his home




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
they observe 
rather than

 act.










3.
 
[
conjunction

 ]
 — used in expressions indicating one thing happening immediately after another




•
 


scarcely

 was the work completed 
than

 it was abandoned.

















– origin

 Old English 
than(ne)

 , 
thon(ne)

 , 
thænne

 , originally the same word as then
 . / 
usage:

 Traditional grammar holds that personal pronouns following 
than

 should be in the subjective rather than the objective case: he is smaller 
than she

 (rather than he is smaller 
than her

 ). This is based on an analysis of 
than

 by which 
than

 is a conjunction and the personal pronoun (‘she’) is standing in for a full clause: he is smaller 
than she is

 . However, it is arguable that 
than

 in this context is not a conjunction but a preposition, similar grammatically to words like 
with

 , 
between

 , or 
for

 . In this case, the personal pronoun is objective: he is smaller 
than her

 is standard in just the same way as, for example, I work 
with her

 is standard (not I work 
with she

 ). Whatever the grammatical analysis, the evidence confirms that sentences like he is smaller 
than she

 are uncommon in modern English except in the most formal contexts. Uses such as he is smaller 
than her

 , on the other hand, are almost universally accepted. For more explanation, see usage at personal pronoun
 and between
 .





thanage

 
/ˈTHānij/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the tenure, land, and rank granted to a thane.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French (see thane
 , -age
 ).





thanatology

 
/ˌTHanəˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of death and the practices associated with it, including the study of the needs of the terminally ill and their families.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thanatological

 
/-ətəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
thanatologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
thanatos

 ‘death’ + -logy
 .






Thanatos

 
/ˈTHanəˌtōs, -ˌtäs/





I.
 
(in Freudian theory) the death instinct.

Often contrasted with Eros
 .







– origin

 from Greek 
thanatos

 ‘death.’






thane

 
/THān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (in Anglo-Saxon England) a man who held land granted by the king or by a military nobleman, ranking between an ordinary freeman and a hereditary noble.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in Scotland) a man, often the chief of a clan, who held land from a Scottish king and ranked with an earl's son.








II.
 
derivatives





thanedom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
theg(e)n

 ‘servant, soldier,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Degen

 ‘warrior,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
teknon

 ‘child,’ 
tokeus

 ‘parent.’





thang

 
/THaNG/






noun






‹informal›

 nonstandard spelling of thing
 representing southern US pronunciation, and typically used to denote a feeling or tendency:




•
 
I'm doing the wild thang now.




















thank

 
/THaNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express gratitude to (someone), especially by saying “Thank you”




•
 
Mac 
thanked

 her 
for

 the meal and left.










2.
 
used ironically to assign blame or responsibility for something




•
 
you have only yourself to thank for the plight you are in.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
I will thank you to do something






used to make a request or command and implying a reproach or annoyance




•
 
I'll thank you not to interrupt me again.















2.
 
thank goodness (or God or heavens)






an expression of relief




•
 
thank goodness no one was badly injured.















3.
 
thank one's lucky stars






feel grateful for one's good fortune.















– origin

 Old English 
thancian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
danken

 ; compare with thanks
 .






thankful

 
/ˈTHaNGkfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
pleased and relieved


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
they were thankful that the war was finally over




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I was very thankful to be alive.










2.
 
expressing gratitude and relief




•
 
an earnest and thankful prayer.














II.
 
derivatives





thankfulness

 
/ˈTHaNGkfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
thancful

 (see thank
 , -ful
 ).






thankfully

 
/ˈTHaNGkfəlē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a thankful manner




•
 
she thankfully accepted the armchair she was offered.










2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — used to express pleasure or relief at the situation or outcome that one is reporting; fortunately




•
 
thankfully, everything went smoothly.

















– origin

 Old English 
thancfullīce

 (see thankful
 , -ly
 2
 ). / 
usage:

 
Thankfully

 has been used for centuries to mean ‘in a thankful manner,’ as in she accepted the offer 
thankfully

 . Since the 1960s, it has also been used as a sentence adverb to mean ‘fortunately,’ as in 
thankfully

 , we didn't have to wait. Although this use has not attracted the same amount of attention as 
hopefully

 , it has been criticized for the same reasons. It is, however, far more common now than is the traditional use. For further explanation, see usage at hopefully
 and sentence adverb
 .





thankless

 
/ˈTHaNGkləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a job or task) difficult or unpleasant and not likely to bring one pleasure or the appreciation of others.




2.
 
(of a person) not expressing or feeling gratitude.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thanklessly






adverb













2.
 
thanklessness






noun





















thank-offering

 
/ˈTHaNGkˌôf(ə)riNG/






noun




an offering made as an act of thanksgiving.














thanks

 
/THaNGks/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
an expression of gratitude




•
 
festivals were held to 
give thanks for

 the harvest




•
 
a letter of thanks.










2.
 
another way of saying thank you
 :




•
 


thanks for

 being so helpful




•
 
many thanks.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
no thanks to






used to imply that someone has failed to contribute to, or has hindered, a successful outcome




•
 
we've won, but no thanks to you.















2.
 
thanks a million








‹informal›

 thank you very much.









3.
 
thanks to






as a result of; due to




•
 
it's thanks to you that he's in this mess.





















– origin

 Old English 
thancas

 , plural of 
thanc

 ‘(kindly) thought, gratitude,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dank

 and German 
Dank

 , also to think
 .





thanksgiving

 
/ˌTHaNGksˈɡiviNG/






noun



1.
 
the expression of gratitude, especially to God




•
 
he offered prayers 
in thanksgiving for

 his safe arrival




•
 
he described the service as a thanksgiving.










2.
 
(
Thanksgiving

 or 
Thanksgiving Day

 )
 — (in North America) an annual national holiday marked by religious observances and a traditional meal including turkey. The holiday commemorates a harvest festival celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621, and is held in the US on the fourth Thursday in November. A similar holiday is held in Canada, usually on the second Monday in October.














thank you

 
/ˈTHaNGk ˌyo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




a polite expression used when acknowledging a gift, service, or compliment, or accepting or refusing an offer




•
 


thank you for

 your letter




•
 
no thank you, I don't believe I will.














II.
 
noun




an instance or means of expressing thanks




•
 
Lucy planned a party as a thank you to the nurses




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
thank-you letters.



















Thant, U

 
/THänt, THant/






(1909–74), Burmese statesman. He served as the representative of Burma (Myanmar) to the United Nations 1957–61 before becoming UN secretary-general 1961–71. As secretary general, he worked to settle the 1962 Cuban missile crisis diplomatically, to end the Congolese civil war in 1962, and to keep peace in Cyprus in 1964.









thanx

 
/THaNGks/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 thank you




•
 
thanx for all the feedback we've been getting.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: phonetic respelling of thanks
 .






thar

 
/tär/





I.
 
noun




Nepali name for the mainland serow, 
Capricornis sumatraensis

 .

Compare with tahr
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Nepali.






Thar Desert

 
/ˌtär ˈdəzərt/






a desert region to the east of the Indus River that lies in the states of Rajasthan and Gujarat in northwestern India and in the Punjab and Sind regions of southeastern Pakistan.

Also called Great Indian Desert
 .









Tharp, Twyla

 
/THärp/






(1941–), US dancer and choreographer. She performed with the Paul Taylor Dance Company 1963–65 and then led her own modern dance troupes 1965–88. She choreographed dances such as 
“ Push Comes to Shove”

 (1976) and did pieces for movies such as 
Hair

 (1979), 
Ragtime

 (1981), and 
Amadeus

 (1984). She served as an artistic associate for the American Ballet Theater 1988–90.










that

 
/T͟Hat T͟Hət/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
used to identify a specific person or thing observed by the speaker




•
 
that's his wife over there.










2.
 
referring to the more distant of two things near to the speaker (the other, if specified, being identified by “this”)




•
 
this is stronger than that.










3.
 
referring to a specific thing previously mentioned, known, or understood




•
 
that's a good idea




•
 
what are we going to do about that?










4.
 
[often with 
clause

 ]
 — used in singling out someone or something and ascribing a distinctive feature to them




•
 
it is part of human nature to be attracted to 
that which

 is aesthetically pleasing




•
 
his appearance was 
that of

 an undergrown man




•
 
they care about the rights of those less privileged than themselves.










5.
 
(
pl.

 that) [
relative pronoun

 ]
 — used to introduce a defining or restrictive clause, especially one essential to identification.




6.
 
instead of “which,” “who,” or “whom”




•
 
the book that I've just written.










7.
 
instead of “when” after an expression of time




•
 
the year that Anna was born.














II.
 
determiner



1.
 
used to identify a specific person or thing observed or heard by the speaker




•
 
look at that man there




•
 
how much are those brushes?










2.
 
referring to the more distant of two things near to the speaker (the other, if specified, being identified by “this”).




3.
 
referring to a specific thing previously mentioned, known, or understood




•
 
he lived in Mysore at that time




•
 
seven people died in that incident.










4.
 
[usu. with 
clause

 ]
 — used in singling out someone or something and ascribing a distinctive feature to them




•
 
I have always envied those people who make their own bread.










5.
 
referring to a specific person or thing assumed as understood or familiar to the person being addressed




•
 
where is that son of yours?




•
 
I let him spend all that money on me




•
 
Dad got that hunted look.














III.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to such a degree; so




•
 
I would not go that far.










2.
 
used with a gesture to indicate size




•
 
it was that big, perhaps even bigger.










3.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 very




•
 
he wasn't that far away.














IV.
 
conjunction



1.
 
introducing a subordinate clause expressing a statement or hypothesis




•
 
she said that she was satisfied




•
 
it is possible that we have misunderstood.










2.
 
expressing a reason or cause




•
 
he seemed pleased that I wanted to continue.










3.
 
expressing a result




•
 
she was 
so

 tired 
that

 she couldn't think.










4.
 
[usu. with 
modal

 ]
 — expressing a purpose, hope, or intention




•
 
we pray that the coming year may be a year of peace




•
 
I eat that I may live.










5.
 
[usu. with 
modal

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 expressing a wish or regret




•
 
oh that he could be restored to health.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
and all that








‹informal›

 and that sort of thing; and so on




•
 
other people depend on them for food and clothing and all that.















2.
 
at that






see at
 1
 .









3.
 
like that





a.
 
of that nature or in that manner




•
 
we need more people like that




•
 
don't talk like that.










b.
 


‹informal›

 with no preparation or introduction; instantly or effortlessly




•
 
he can't just leave like that.















4.
 
not all that ——






not very ——




•
 
it was not all that long ago.















5.
 
that is (or that is to say)






used to introduce or follow a clarification, interpretation, or correction of something already said




•
 
androcentric—that is to say, male-dominated—concepts




•
 
He was a long-haired kid with freckles. Last time I saw him, that is.















6.
 
that said






even so (introducing a concessive statement)




•
 
It's just a gimmick. That said, I'd love to do it.















7.
 
that's it






see it
 .









8.
 
that's that






there is nothing more to do or say about the matter.









9.
 
—— that was






as the specified person or thing was formerly known




•
 
General Dunstaple had married Miss Hughes that was.















10.
 
that will do






no more is needed or desirable.















– origin

 Old English 
thæt

 , nominative and accusative singular neuter of 
se

 ‘the,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dat

 and German 
das

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 The word 
that

 can be omitted in standard English where it introduces a 
subordinate

 clause, as in she said (
that

 ) she was satisfied. 
That

 can also be dropped in a 
relative

 clause where it is the 
object

 of the clause, as in the book (
that

 ) I've just written. 
That

 , however, is obligatory when it is the 
subject

 of the relative clause, as in the company 
that

 employs Jack. 
2

 It is sometimes argued that, in relative clauses, 
that

 should be used for 
nonhuman

 references and 
who

 should be used for 
human

 references: a house 
that

 overlooks the park, but the woman 
who

 lives next door. In practice, while it is true to say that 
who

 is restricted to human references, the function of 
that

 is flexible. It has been used for both human and nonhuman references since at least the 11th century. In standard English, it is interchangeable with 
who

 in this context. 
3

 Is there any difference between the use of 
that

 and 
which

 in sentences such as any book 
that

 gets children reading is worth having, and any book 
which

 gets children reading is worth having? The general rule is that, in 
restrictive

 relative clauses, where the relative clause serves to define or restrict the reference to the particular one described, 
that

 is the preferred relative pronoun. However, in 
nonrestrictive

 relative clauses, where the relative clause serves only to give additional information, 
which

 must be used: this book, 
which

 is set in the last century, is very popular with teenagers, but not this book, 
that

 is set in the last century, is very popular with teenagers. For more details, see usage at restrictive
 .





thataway

 
/ˈT͟Hadəˌwā/






adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 in that direction.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 in that way; like that.













thatch

 
/THaCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roof covering of straw, reeds, palm leaves, or a similar material.




2.
 
straw or a similar material used for a roof covering.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the hair on a person's head, especially if thick or unruly.




4.
 
a matted layer of dead stalks, moss, and other material in a lawn.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (a roof or a building) with straw or a similar material


(as 
adj.

 
thatched

 )


•
 
thatched cottages.














III.
 
derivatives





thatcher

 
/ˈTHaCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
theccan

 ‘cover,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dekken

 and German 
decken

 .





Thatcher, Margaret

 
/ˈTHaCHər/





I.
 
Baroness Thatcher of Kesteven (1925–2013), British Conservative stateswoman; prime minister 1979–90; full name 
Margaret Hilda Thatcher

 . She was the country's first female prime minister and the longest-serving British prime minister of the 20th century. Her period in office was marked by an emphasis on monetarist policies, privatization of nationalized industries, and trade union legislation.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Thatcherism

 
/ˈTHaCHəˌrizəm /






noun













2.
 
Thatcherite

 
/-ˌrīt /






noun, adjective





















thaumatin

 
/ˈTHôməˌtēn, -mətn/





I.
 
noun




a sweet-tasting protein isolated from a West African fruit (
Thaumatococcus danielli

 , family 
Marantaceae

 ), used as a sweetener in food.











– origin

 1970s: from modern Latin 
thaumat-

 (from Greek 
thauma

 , 
thaumat-

 ‘marvel’) + -in
 1
 .





thaumaturge

 
/ˈTHôməˌtərj/





I.
 
noun




a worker of wonders and performer of miracles; a magician.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thaumaturgic

 
/ˌTHôməˈtərjik /






adjective













2.
 
thaumaturgical






adjective













3.
 
thaumaturgist

 
/ˈTHôməˌtərjəst /






noun













4.
 
thaumaturgy

 
/ˈTHôməˌtərjē /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as 
thaumaturg

 ): via medieval Latin from Greek 
thaumatourgos

 , from 
thauma

 ‘marvel’ + 
-ergos

 ‘-working.’





thaw

 
/THô/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of ice, snow, or another frozen substance, such as food) become liquid or soft as a result of warming




•
 
the river thawed and barges of food began to reach the capital




•
 (as 
noun

 
thawing

 )
 
catastrophic summer floods caused by thawing.










2.
 
(
it thaws

 , 
it is thawing

 , etc.)
 — the weather becomes warmer and melts snow and ice.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (something) warm enough to become liquid or soft




•
 
European exporters simply thawed their beef before unloading.










4.
 
(of a part of the body) become warm enough to stop feeling numb




•
 
Ryan began to feel his ears and toes 
thaw out

 .










5.
 
make or become friendlier or more cordial


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she 
thawed out

 sufficiently to allow a smile to appear.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of warmer weather that thaws ice and snow




•
 
the thaw came yesterday afternoon.










2.
 
an increase in friendliness or cordiality




•
 
a thaw in relations between the two countries.

















– origin

 Old English 
thawian

 (verb); related to Dutch 
dooien

 . The noun (first recorded in Middle English) developed its figurative use in the mid 19th cent.





Th.B.





I.
 
abbreviation




Bachelor of Theology.











– origin

 New Latin 
Theologicae Baccalaureus

 .





THC






abbreviation




tetrahydrocannabinol.













Th.D.





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Theology.











– origin

 New Latin 
Theologicae Doctor

 .






the

 
/T͟Hē T͟Hə /





I.
 
determiner



1.
 
denoting one or more people or things already mentioned or assumed to be common knowledge




•
 
what's the matter?




•
 
call the doctor




•
 
the phone rang.







Compare with a
 .




2.
 
used to refer to a person, place, or thing that is unique




•
 
the Queen




•
 
the Mona Lisa




•
 
the Nile.










3.
 


‹informal›

 denoting a disease or affliction




•
 
I've got the flu.










4.
 
(with a unit of time) the present; the current




•
 
dish of the day




•
 
man of the moment.










5.
 


‹informal›

 used instead of a possessive to refer to someone with whom the speaker or person addressed is associated




•
 
I'm meeting the boss




•
 
how's the family?










6.
 
used with a surname to refer to a family or married couple




•
 
the Johnsons were not wealthy.










7.
 
used before the surname of the chief of a Scottish or Irish clan




•
 
the O'Donoghue.










8.
 
used to point forward to a following qualifying or defining clause or phrase




•
 
the fuss that he made of her




•
 
the top of a bus




•
 
I have done the best I could.










9.
 
(chiefly with rulers and family members with the same name) used after a name to qualify it




•
 
George the Sixth




•
 
Edward the Confessor




•
 
Jack the Ripper.










10.
 
used to make a generalized reference to something rather than identifying a particular instance




•
 
he taught himself to play the violin




•
 
worry about the future.










11.
 
used with a singular noun to indicate that it represents a whole species or class




•
 
they placed the African elephant on their endangered list.










12.
 
used with an adjective to refer to those people who are of the type described




•
 
the unemployed.










13.
 
used with an adjective to refer to something of the class or quality described




•
 
they are trying to accomplish the impossible.










14.
 
used with the name of a unit to state a rate




•
 
they can do 120 miles 
to the

 gallon.










15.
 
enough of (a particular thing)




•
 
he hoped to publish monthly, if only he could find the money.










16.
 
(pronounced stressing “the”) used to indicate that someone or something is the best known or most important of that name or type




•
 
he was 
the

 hot young piano prospect in jazz.










17.
 
used adverbially with comparatives to indicate how one amount or degree of something varies in relation to another




•
 


the more

 she thought about it, 
the more

 devastating it became.










18.
 
(usu. 
all the ——

 )
 — used to emphasize the amount or degree to which something is affected




•
 
commodities made all the more desirable by their rarity.

















– origin

 Old English (Northumbrian and North Mercian dialects) 
thē

 ; related to Dutch 
de

 , 
dat

 , and German 
der

 , 
die

 , 
das

 . / 
usage:

 The article 
the

 is usually pronounced /T͟Hə/ before a consonant sound (please pass the potatoes) and /T͟Hē/ before a vowel sound (please pass the asparagus). Regardless of consonant and vowel sounds, when the desired effect following 
the

 is to emphasize exclusivity, the pronunciation is /T͟Hē/: she's not just any expert in vegetation management, she's 
the

 expert.





theanthropic

 
/ˌTHēənˈTHräpik/





I.
 
adjective




embodying deity in a human form; both divine and human.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Greek 
theanthrōpos

 ‘god-man’ (from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being’) + -ic
 .





thearchy

 
/ˈTHēˌärkē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 rule by a god or gods.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from ecclesiastical Greek 
thearkhia

 ‘godhead,’ from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
arkhein

 ‘to rule.’





theat.






abbreviation



1.
 
theater.




2.
 
theatrical.














theater

 
/ˈTHēədər /

 
theatre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building or outdoor area in which plays and other dramatic performances are given.




2.
 
(often 
the theater

 )
 — the activity or profession of acting in, producing, directing, or writing plays




•
 
what made you want to go into the theater?










3.
 
a play or other activity or presentation considered in terms of its dramatic quality




•
 
this is intense, moving, and inspiring theater.










4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(W. Indian)

 a movie theater.




5.
 
a room or hall for lectures, etc., with seats in tiers.




6.
 
the area in which something happens




•
 
a new 
theater of war

 has been opened up.










7.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting weapons for use in a particular region between tactical and strategic




•
 
he was working on theater defense missiles.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as ‘theatre’), from Old French, or from Latin 
theatrum

 , from Greek 
theatron

 , from 
theasthai

 ‘behold.’





theater-in-the-round

 
/ˌTHēədərənT͟Həˈround/






noun




a form of theatrical presentation in which the audience is seated in a circle around the stage or on at least three of its sides.













Theater of the Absurd






noun

 — (
the Theater of the Absurd

 )


1.
 
drama using the abandonment of conventional dramatic form to portray the futility of human struggle in a senseless world. Major exponents include Samuel Beckett, Eugène Ionesco, and Harold Pinter.













theatric

 
/THēˈatrik/






adjective




another term for theatrical
 .














theatrical

 
/THēˈatrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, for, or relating to acting, actors, or the theater




•
 
theatrical productions.










2.
 
exaggerated and excessively dramatic




•
 
Henry looked over his shoulder with theatrical caution.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
theatricalism

 
/THēˈatrəkəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
theatricality

 
/THēˌatrəˈkalədē /






noun













3.
 
theatricalization

 
/-ˌatrikəliˈzāSHən /






noun













4.
 
theatricalize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb













5.
 
theatrically

 
/THēˈatrək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
theatrikos

 (from 
theatron

 ‘theater’) + -al
 .





theatricals

 
/THēˈatrəkəlz/






plural noun




dramatic performances




•
 
I was persuaded to act in some amateur theatricals.



















theatrics

 
/THēˈatriks/






plural noun



1.
 
dramatic performances.




2.
 
excessively emotional and dramatic behavior




•
 
stop your theatrics.



















Theban

 
/ˈTHēb(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the Greek city of Thebes or its inhabitants




•
 
the new Theban king.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of Thebes, the ancient capital of Upper Egypt




•
 
the hermit settlements of the Theban desert.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Greek city of Thebes




•
 
the remains of poetry celebrating victories in games are dominated by a Theban.










2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Thebes, the ancient capital of Upper Egypt




•
 
the tombs of the private Thebans.



















thebe

 
/ˈtebe/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Botswana, equal to one hundredth of a pula.











– origin

 Setswana, literally ‘shield.’





Thebes

 
/THēbz/





I.
 
the Greek name for an ancient city in Upper Egypt, the ruins of which are located on the Nile River about 420 miles (675 km) south of Cairo. The capital of ancient Egypt under the 18th dynasty (
c.

 1550–1290 
BC

 ), it is the site of the major temples of Luxor and Karnak.




II.
 
a city in Greece, in Boeotia, northwest of Athens. A major military power in Greece following the defeat of the Spartans at the battle of Leuctra in 371 
BC

 , it was destroyed by Alexander the Great in 336 
BC

 .

Greek name Thívai
 .










theca

 
/ˈTHēkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a receptacle, sheath, or cell enclosing an organ, part, or structure, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the loose sheath enclosing the spinal cord.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a cuplike or tubular structure containing a coral polyp.




4.
 


[Botany]

 either of the lobes of an anther, each containing two pollen sacs.




5.
 
(also 
theca folliculi

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 the outer layer of cells of a Graafian follicle.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thecal






adjective













2.
 
thecate

 
/-ˌkāt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
thēkē

 ‘case.’





thecodont

 
/ˈTHēkəˌdänt/





I.
 
noun




a fossil quadrupedal or partly bipedal reptile of the Triassic period, having teeth fixed in sockets in the jaw. Thecodonts are ancestral to the dinosaurs and other archosaurs.

[Order 
Thecodontia

 , subdivision 
Archosauria

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Thecodontia

 , from Greek 
thēkē

 ‘case’ + 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’






thee

 
/T͟Hē/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
second person singular

 ]


1.
 
archaic or dialect form of you
 , as the singular object of a verb or preposition:




•
 
we beseech thee O lord.







Compare with thou
 1
 .











– origin

 Old English 
thē

 , accusative and dative case of 
thū

 ‘thou.’ / 
usage:

 The word 
thee

 is still used in some traditional dialects (e.g., in northern England) and among certain religious groups (e.g., Quakers), but in standard English it is restricted to archaic or religious contexts. For more details on 
thee

 and 
thou

 , see usage at thou
 1
 .






theft

 
/THeft/





I.
 
noun




the action or crime of stealing




•
 
he was convicted of theft




•
 
the latest theft happened at a garage.

















– origin

 Old English 
thīefth

 , 
thēofth

 , of Germanic origin; related to thief
 .





thegn

 
/THān/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an English thane.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern representation of Old English 
theg(e)n

 , adopted to distinguish the Old English use of thane
 from the Scots use made familiar by Shakespeare.





theine

 
/ˈTHēēn ˈTHēin/





I.
 
noun




caffeine, especially when it occurs in tea.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Thea

 (former genus name of the tea plant, from Dutch 
thee

 ) + -ine
 4
 .






their

 
/T͟Her/





I.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with the people or things previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
her taunts had lost their power to touch him.










2.
 
belonging to or associated with a person of unspecified sex




•
 
she heard someone blow their nose loudly.










3.
 
(
Their

 )
 — used in titles




•
 
a double portrait of Their Majesties.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
their(r)a

 ‘of them,’ genitive plural of the demonstrative 
sá

 ; related to them
 and they
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 On the use of 
their

 in the singular to mean ‘his or her,’ see usage at they
 . 
2

 On the differences between 
their

 , 
they're

 , and 
there

 , see usage at they
 .





theirs

 
/T͟Herz/





I.
 
possessive pronoun




used to refer to a thing or things belonging to or associated with two or more people or things previously mentioned




•
 
they think everything is theirs




•
 
a favorite game 
of theirs

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: from their
 + -'s
 1
 .





theirselves

 
/T͟Herˈselvz/






pronoun

 — [
third person plural

 ]


1.
 
dialect form of themselves
 .














theism

 
/ˈTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




belief in the existence of a god or gods, especially belief in one god as creator of the universe, intervening in it and sustaining a personal relation to his creatures.

Compare with deism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
theist

 
/ˈTHēist /






noun













2.
 
theistic

 
/THēˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
theos

 ‘god’ + -ism
 .





Thelon River

 
/ˌTHēlän ˈrivər/






a river that rises in the Northwest Territories in Canada and flows for 550 miles (900 km) across Nunavut to Hudson Bay.










them

 
/T͟Hem T͟Həm/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person plural

 ]


1.
 
used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to two or more people or things previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
I bathed the kids and read them stories




•
 
rows of doors, most 
of them

 locked.







Compare with they
 .




2.
 
used after the verb “to be” and after “than” or “as”




•
 
you think that's them?




•
 
we're better than them.










3.
 
[
singular

 ]
 — referring to a person of unspecified sex




•
 
how well do you have to know someone before you call them a friend?










4.
 


‹archaic›

 themselves




•
 
they bethought them of a new expedient.














II.
 
determiner






‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 those




•
 
look at them eyes.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
theim

 ‘to those, to them,’ dative plural of 
sá

 ; related to their
 and they
 . / 
usage:

 On the use of 
them

 in the singular to mean ‘him or her,’ see usage at they
 .





thematic

 
/THəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to subjects or a particular subject




•
 
the orientation of this anthology is essentially thematic.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 belonging to, relating to, or denoting the theme of a sentence.




3.
 


[Music]

 of, relating to, or containing melodic subjects




•
 
the concerto relies on the frequent repetition of thematic fragments.










4.
 


[Philately]

 British term for topical
 .




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 of or relating to the theme of an inflected word.




6.
 
(of a vowel) connecting the theme of a word to its inflections.




7.
 
(of a word) having a vowel connecting its theme to its inflections.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
thematics

 )
 — a body of topics for study or discussion.




2.
 


[Philately]

 British term for topical
 .








III.
 
derivatives





thematically

 
/THəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
thematikos

 , from 
thema

 (see theme
 ).





Thematic Apperception Test






noun






[Psychology]

 a projective test designed to reveal a person's social drives or needs by their interpretation of a series of pictures of emotionally ambiguous situations.













thematize

 
/ˈTHēməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present or select (a subject) as a theme.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 place (a word or phrase) at the start of a sentence in order to focus attention on it.








II.
 
derivatives





thematization

 
/ˌTHēmətiˈzāSHən /






noun






















theme

 
/THēm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the subject of a talk, a piece of writing, a person's thoughts, or an exhibition; a topic




•
 
the theme of the sermon was reverence




•
 
a show 
on the theme of

 waste and recycling.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the first major constituent of a clause, indicating the subject-matter, typically being the subject but optionally other constituents, as in “
poor

 he is not.”

Contrasted with rheme
 .




3.
 
an idea that recurs in or pervades a work of art or literature.




4.
 


[Music]

 a prominent or frequently recurring melody or group of notes in a composition.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of music) frequently recurring in or accompanying the beginning and end of a film, play, or musical




•
 
a theme song.










6.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a setting given to a leisure venue or activity, intended to evoke a particular country, historical period, culture, etc.




•
 
a family fun park with a western theme




•
 
a New Deal theme restaurant.










7.
 


(US)

 an essay written by a student on an assigned subject.




8.
 


[Linguistics]

 the stem of a noun or verb; the part to which inflections are added, especially one composed of the root and an added vowel.




9.
 


‹historical›

 any of the twenty-nine provinces in the Byzantine empire.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a particular setting or ambience to (a venue or activity)


(as 
adj.

 
themed

 )


•
 
Independence Day was celebrated with special themed menus




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a golf-themed business park.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
thema

 , from Greek, literally ‘proposition’; related to 
tithenai

 ‘to set or place.’





theme park

 
/ˈTHēm ˌpärk/






noun




an amusement park with a unifying setting or idea.













Themis

 
/ˈTHēmis /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a goddess, daughter of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth). In Homer she was the personification of order and justice, who convened the assembly of the gods.









Themistocles

 
/THəˈmistəˌklēz/






(
c.

 528–462 
BC

 ), Athenian statesman. He helped build up the Athenian fleet and defeated the Persian fleet at Salamis in 480.









themself

 
/T͟Həmˈself, T͟Hem-/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person singular

 ]


1.
 
used instead of “himself” or “herself” to refer to a person of unspecified sex




•
 
the casual observer might easily think themself back in 1945.

















usage:

 The standard reflexive form corresponding to 
they

 and 
them

 is 
themselves

 , as in they can do it 
themselves

 . The singular form 
themself

 , first recorded in the 14th century, has re-emerged in recent years corresponding to the singular gender-neutral use of 
they

 , as in this is the first step in helping someone to help 
themself

 . The form is not widely accepted in standard English, however. For more details, see usage at they
 .






themselves

 
/T͟Həmˈselvz T͟Həmˈselvz/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person plural

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used as the object of a verb or preposition to refer to a group of people or things previously mentioned as the subject of the clause




•
 
countries unable to look after themselves.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — used to emphasize a particular group of people or things mentioned




•
 
excellent at organizing others, they may well be disorganized themselves.










3.
 
[
singular

 ]
 — used instead of “himself” or “herself” to refer to a person of unspecified sex




•
 
anyone who fancies themselves as a racing driver.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(not) be themselves






see be oneself
 , not be oneself
 at be
 .









2.
 
by themselves






see themselves
 at by
 .















usage:

 On the use of 
themselves

 in the singular to mean ‘himself or herself,’ see usage at they
 .






then

 
/T͟Hen/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at that time; at the time in question




•
 
I was living in Cairo then




•
 [after 
prep.

 ]
 
Phoebe by then was exhausted




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a hotel where the then prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, was staying.










2.
 
after that; next; afterward




•
 
she won the first and then the second game.










3.
 
also; in addition




•
 
I'm paid a generous salary, and then there's the money I've made at the races.










4.
 
in that case; therefore




•
 
if you do what I tell you, then there's nothing to worry about




•
 
well, that's okay then.










5.
 
used at the end of a sentence to emphasize an inference being drawn




•
 
so you're still here, then.










6.
 
used to finish off a conversation




•
 
see you in an hour, then.














II.
 
phrases





then and there






immediately




•
 
she made up her mind then and there.





















– origin

 Old English 
thænne

 , 
thanne

 , 
thonne

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dan

 and German 
dann

 , also to that
 and the
 .





thenar

 
/ˈTHēnär /

 

‹Anatomy›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the rounded fleshy part of the hand at the base of the thumb (the ball of the thumb).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘palm of the hand, sole of the foot.’





thenardite

 
/THəˈnärdīt, tə-/





I.
 
noun




a white to brownish translucent crystalline mineral occurring in evaporated salt lakes, consisting of anhydrous sodium sulfate.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Baron Louis-Jacques 
Thénard

 (1777–1857), French chemist, + -ite
 1
 .





thence

 
/T͟Hens /

 
from thence





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹formal›

 from a place or source previously mentioned




•
 
they intended to cycle on into France and thence home via Belgium.










2.
 


‹formal›

 as a consequence




•
 
studying maps to assess past latitudes and thence an indication of climate.

















– origin

 Middle English 
thennes

 , from earlier 
thenne

 (from Old English 
thanon

 ) + -s
 3
 (later respelled 
-ce

 to denote the unvoiced sound).






thenceforth

 
/T͟HensˈfôrTH /

 
from thenceforth






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 from that time, place, or point onward




•
 
thenceforth he made his life in England.



















thenceforward

 
/ˌT͟Hensˈfôrwərd/






adverb




another term for thenceforth
 .














theo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to God or deities




•
 
theocentric




•
 
theocracy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
theos

 ‘god.’





theobromine

 
/ˌTHēəˈbrōmēn ˌTHēəˈbrōmən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter, volatile compound obtained from cacao seeds. It is an alkaloid resembling caffeine in its physiological effects.

[Chem. formula: C7
 H8
 N4
 O2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Theobroma

 (genus name, from Greek 
theos

 ‘god’ and 
brōma

 ‘food’) + -ine
 4
 .





theocentric

 
/ˌTHēōˈsentrik/






adjective




having God as a central focus




•
 
a theocentric civilization.



















theocracy

 
/THēˈäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a system of government in which priests rule in the name of God or a god.




2.
 
(
the Theocracy

 )
 — the commonwealth of Israel from the time of Moses until the election of Saul as King.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
theocrat

 
/ˈTHēəˌkrat /






noun













2.
 
theocratic

 
/THēəˈkradik /






adjective













3.
 
theocratically

 
/THēəˈkradək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
theokratia

 (see theo-
 , -cracy
 ).





Theocritus

 
/THēˈäkrədəs/






(
c.

 310–
c.

 250 
BC

 ), Greek poet, born in Sicily. He is chiefly known for his 
Idylls

 , which were hexameter poems presenting the lives of imaginary shepherds and which became the model for Virgil's 
Eclogues

 .









theodicy

 
/THēˈädəsē/





I.
 
noun




the vindication of divine goodness and providence in view of the existence of evil.








II.
 
derivatives





theodicean

 
/-ˌädəˈsēən /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
Théodicée

 , the title of a work by Leibniz, from Greek 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
dikē

 ‘justice.’





theodolite

 
/THēˈädəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a surveying instrument with a rotating telescope for measuring horizontal and vertical angles.








II.
 
derivatives





theodolitic

 
/-ˌädəˈlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting an instrument for measuring horizontal angles): from modern Latin 
theodelitus

 , of unknown origin.





Theodora

 
/ˌTHēəˈdôrə/






(
c.

 500–548), Byzantine empress; wife of Justinian. As Justinian's closest adviser, she exercised considerable influence on political affairs and the theological questions of the time.









Theodorakis, Mikis

 
/ˌTHēədəˈräkis/






(1925–), Greek composer and politician. He was imprisoned by the military government for his left-wing political activities (1967–70). His compositions include the ballet 
Antigone

 (1958) and the score for the movie 
Zorba the Greek

 (1964).









Theodore Roosevelt National Park

 
/ˌTHēədôr ˌrōzəvelt ˌnaSHənəl ˈpärk/






a preserve in western North Dakota that incorporates Roosevelt's ranch home as well as extensive badlands areas.









Theodoric

 
/THēˈädərik/






(
c.

 454–526), king of the Ostrogoths 471–526; known as 
Theodoric the Great

 . At its greatest extent, his empire included Italy, Sicily, Dalmatia, and parts of Germany.









Theodosius I

 
/THēəˌdōSH(ē)əs T͟Həˈfərst/






(
c.

 346–395), Roman emperor 379–395; full name 
Flavius Theodosius

 ; known as 
Theodosius the Great

 . He took control of the Eastern Empire and ended the war with the Visigoths. A pious Christian, in 391 he banned all forms of pagan worship.









theogony

 
/THēˈäɡənē/





I.
 
noun




the genealogy of a group or system of gods.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
theogonia

 , from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
-gonia

 ‘-begetting.’





theol.






abbreviation



1.
 
theologian.




2.
 
theological.




3.
 
theology.













theologian

 
/THēəˈlōjən/





I.
 
noun




a person who engages or is an expert in theology.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
théologien

 , from 
théologie

 or Latin 
theologia

 (see theology
 ).





theological

 
/THēəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the study of theology.








II.
 
derivatives





theologically

 
/THēəˈläjək(ə)lē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]
 —


















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘relating to the word of God or the Bible’): from medieval Latin 
theologicalis

 , from late Latin 
theologicus

 , from Greek 
theologikos

 , from 
theologia

 (see theology
 ).






theological virtue






noun




each of the three virtues of faith, hope, and charity as defined by St. Paul.

Often contrasted with cardinal virtue
 .













theologize

 
/THēˈäləˌjīz/






verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — engage in theological reasoning or speculation.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat (a person or subject) in theological terms




•
 
he even theologizes writing problems.




















theology

 
/THēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the study of the nature of God and religious belief.




2.
 
religious beliefs and theory when systematically developed




•
 
Augustine assimilated Roman ideals into Christian theology




•
 
a willingness to tolerate new theologies.














II.
 
derivatives





theologist

 
/THēˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally applying only to Christianity): from French 
théologie

 , from Latin 
theologia

 , from Greek, from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
-logia

 (see -logy
 ).





theomachy

 
/THēˈäməkē/





I.
 
noun




a war or struggle against God or among or against the gods.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting fighting against God): from Greek 
theomakhia

 , from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
-makhia

 ‘fighting.’





theophany

 
/THēˈäfənē/





I.
 
noun




a visible manifestation to humankind of God or a god.











– origin

 Old English, via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
theophaneia

 , from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
phainein

 ‘to show.’





theophoric

 
/THēəˈfôrik /

 
theophorous






adjective




bearing the name of a god.













Theophrastus

 
/ˌTHēəˈfrastəs/






(
c.

 370–
c.

 287 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher and scientist, the student and successor of Aristotle. The most influential of his works was 
Characters

 , a collection of sketches of psychological types.









theophylline

 
/THēˈäfələn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a bitter crystalline compound present in small quantities in tea leaves, isomeric with theobromine.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Thea

 (former genus name of the tea plant, from Dutch 
thee

 ) + Greek 
phullon

 ‘leaf’ + -ine
 4
 .





theorbo

 
/THēˈôrbō/





I.
 
noun




a large lute with the neck extended to carry several long bass strings, used for accompaniment in 17th- and early-18th-century music.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
tiorba

 , of unknown origin.






theorem

 
/ˈTHēərəm ˈTHirəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 a general proposition not self-evident but proved by a chain of reasoning; a truth established by means of accepted truths.




2.
 


[Physics]

 
[Mathematics]

 a rule in algebra or other branches of mathematics expressed by symbols or formulae.








II.
 
derivatives





theorematic

 
/ˌTHēərəˈmadik ˌTHirəˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
théorème

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
theōrēma

 ‘speculation, proposition,’ from 
theōrein

 ‘look at,’ from 
theōros

 ‘spectator.’





theoretic

 
/THēəˈredik/





I.
 
adjective




another term for theoretical
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘conjectural’): via late Latin from Greek 
theōrētikos

 , from 
theōrētos

 ‘that may be seen,’ from 
theōrein

 (see theorem
 ).






theoretical

 
/THēəˈredək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
concerned with or involving the theory of a subject or area of study rather than its practical application




•
 
a theoretical physicist




•
 
the training is task-related rather than theoretical.










2.
 
based on or calculated through theory rather than experience or practice




•
 
the theoretical value of their work.














II.
 
derivatives





theoretically

 
/THēəˈredək(ə)lē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
theoretically we might expect this to be true



























theoretician

 
/ˌTHēərəˈtiSHən ˌTHirəˈtiSHən/






noun




a person who forms, develops, or studies the theoretical framework of a subject.













theorist

 
/ˈTHēərəst ˈTHirəst/






noun




a person concerned with the theoretical aspects of a subject; a theoretician.













theorize

 
/ˈTHēəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a theory or set of theories about something


(as 
noun

 
theorizing

 )


•
 
they are more interested in obtaining results than in political theorizing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — create a theoretical premise or framework for (something)




•
 
women should be doing feminism rather than theorizing it.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
theorization

 
/ˌTHēərəˈzāSHən, ˌTHi(ə)r- /






noun













2.
 
theorizer






noun





















theory

 
/ˈTHirē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a supposition or a system of ideas intended to explain something, especially one based on general principles independent of the thing to be explained




•
 
Darwin's theory of evolution.










2.
 
a set of principles on which the practice of an activity is based




•
 
a theory of education




•
 
music theory.










3.
 
an idea used to account for a situation or justify a course of action




•
 
my theory would be that the place has been seriously mismanaged.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a collection of propositions to illustrate the principles of a subject.








II.
 
phrases





in theory






used in describing what is supposed to happen or be possible, usually with the implication that it does not in fact happen




•
 
in theory, things can only get better; in practice, they may well become a lot worse.





















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a mental scheme of something to be done): via late Latin from Greek 
theōria

 ‘contemplation, speculation,’ from 
theōros

 ‘spectator.’





theory-laden

 
/ˈTHirēˌlādn/






adjective




denoting a term, concept, or statement that has meaning only as part of some theory, so that its use implies the acceptance of that theory.













theory of games






noun




another term for game theory
 .













theosophy

 
/THēˈäsəfē/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of philosophies maintaining that a knowledge of God may be achieved through spiritual ecstasy, direct intuition, or special individual relations, especially the movement founded in 1875 as the Theosophical Society by Helena Blavatsky and 
Henry Steel Olcott

 (1832–1907).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
theosopher

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
theosophic

 
/ˌTHēəˈsäfik /






adjective













3.
 
theosophical

 
/ˌTHēəˈsäfək(ə)l /






adjective













4.
 
theosophically

 
/ˌTHēəˈsäfik(ə)lē /






adverb













5.
 
theosophist

 
/THēˈäsəfəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
theosophia

 , from late Greek, from 
theosophos

 ‘wise concerning God,’ from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
sophos

 ‘wise.’





theoterrorism

 
/ˌTHēōˈterərizəm/





I.
 
noun




terrorism that has a religious motive or purpose




•
 
realistic worry about theoterrorism has caused a decline in tourism.

















– origin

 from 
theo-

 ‘relating to God’ + 
terrorism

 .





theotherapy

 
/ˌTHēəˈTHerəpē/






noun




another name for faith healing
 .













Theotokos

 
/THēˈôdəkəs/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Theotokos

 )


1.
 
Mother of God (used in the Eastern Orthodox Church as a title of the Virgin Mary).











– origin

 from ecclesiastical Greek, from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
-tokos

 ‘bringing forth.’






Thera

 
/ˈTHirə/






a Greek island in the southern Cyclades. It suffered a violent volcanic eruption in about 1500 
BC

 ; remains of an ancient Minoan civilization have been discovered beneath the volcanic debris.









therap.






abbreviation




therapeutic; therapeutics.













therapeutic

 
/ˌTHerəˈpyo͞odik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the healing of disease




•
 
diagnostic and therapeutic facilities.










2.
 
administered or applied for reasons of health




•
 
a therapeutic shampoo.










3.
 
having a good effect on the body or mind; contributing to a sense of well-being




•
 
a therapeutic silence.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
therapeutics

 )
 — the branch of medicine concerned with the treatment of disease and the action of remedial agents.




2.
 
a treatment, therapy, or drug




•
 
current therapeutics for asthma.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
therapeutical






adjective













2.
 
therapeutically

 
/ˌTHerəˈpyo͞odək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
therapeutist

 
/-tist /






noun




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via modern Latin from Greek 
therapeutikos

 , from 
therapeuein

 ‘minister to, treat medically.’





therapist

 
/ˈTHerəpəst/






noun



1.
 
a person skilled in a particular kind of therapy




•
 
a certified massage therapist.










2.
 
a psychoanalyst, psychologist, etc., who treats psychological problems; a psychotherapist




•
 
cost is one factor keeping them from the therapist 's couch.



















therapize

 
/ˈTHerəˌpīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to psychological therapy




•
 
you don't need to therapize or fix each other.



















therapsid

 
/THəˈrapsid/





I.
 
noun




an extinct reptile of a Permian and Triassic order, the members of which are related to the ancestors of mammals.

[Order 
Therapsida

 , subclass 
Synapsida

 : many families and numerous genera, including the cynodonts.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Therapsida

 , from Greek 
thēr

 ‘beast’ + 
hapsis

 , 
hapsid-

 ‘arch’ (referring to the structure of the skull).






therapy

 
/ˈTHerəpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
treatment intended to relieve or heal a disorder




•
 
a course of antibiotic therapy




•
 
cancer therapies.










2.
 
the treatment of mental or psychological disorders by psychological means




•
 
he is currently 
in therapy






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
therapy sessions.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
therapia

 , from Greek 
therapeia

 ‘healing,’ from 
therapeuein

 ‘minister to, treat medically.’






Theravada

 
/ˌTHerəˈvädə /

 
Theravada Buddhism





I.
 
noun




the more conservative of the two major traditions of Buddhism (the other being Mahayana), and a school of Hinayana Buddhism. It is practiced mainly in Sri Lanka, Burma (Myanmar), Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos.











– origin

 from Pali 
theravāda

 , literally ‘doctrine of the elders,’ from 
thera

 ‘elder, old’ + 
vāda

 ‘speech, doctrine.’






there

 
/T͟Her/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in, at, or to that place or position




•
 
we went on to Paris and stayed there eleven days




•
 [after 
prep.

 ]
 
I'm not going in there—it's freezing




•
 


‹figurative›

 the opportunity is right there in front of you.










2.
 
used when pointing or gesturing to indicate the place in mind




•
 
there on the right




•
 
if anyone wants out, 
there's

 the door!










3.
 
at that point (in speech, performance, writing, etc.)




•
 
“I'm quite—” There she stopped.










4.
 
in that respect; on that issue




•
 
I don't agree with you there.










5.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — used to indicate one's role in a particular situation




•
 
at the end of the day, we are there to make money.










6.
 
used in attracting someone's attention or calling attention to someone or something




•
 
hello there!




•
 
there goes the phone.










7.
 
(usu. 
there is/are

 )
 — used to indicate the fact or existence of something




•
 
there's a restaurant around the corner




•
 
there comes a point where you give up.














II.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to focus attention on something and express satisfaction or annoyance at it




•
 
there, I told you she wouldn't mind!










2.
 
used to comfort someone




•
 


there, there

 , you must take all of this philosophically.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
been there, done that








‹informal›

 used to express past experience of or familiarity with something, especially something now regarded as boring or unwelcome.









2.
 
be there for






be available to provide support or comfort for (someone).









3.
 
have been there before








‹informal›

 know all about a situation from experience.









4.
 
here and there






see here
 .









5.
 
not all there






(of a person) not fully alert and functioning




•
 
he's not all there—give him a couple of days to readjust.















6.
 
so there








‹informal›

 used to express one's defiance or awareness that someone will not like what one has decided or is saying




•
 
you can't share, so there!















7.
 
there and then






immediately.









8.
 
there goes ——






used to express the destruction or failure of something




•
 
there goes my career.















9.
 
there it is






that is the situation




•
 
pretty ridiculous, I know, but there it is.















10.
 
there or thereabouts





a.
 
in or very near a particular place or position.




b.
 
approximately




•
 
forty years, there or thereabouts, had elapsed.















11.
 
there you are (or go)

 

‹informal›






a.
 
this is what you wanted




•
 
there you are—that'll be $3.80 please.










b.
 
expressing confirmation, triumph, or resignation




•
 
there you are! I told you the problem was a political one




•
 
sometimes it is embarrassing, but there you go.















12.
 
there you go again






used to criticize someone for behaving in a way that is typical of them.









13.
 
there you have it





a.
 
used to emphasize or draw attention to a particular fact




•
 
so there you have it—the ultimate grand unified theory.










b.
 
used to draw attention to the simplicity of a process or action




•
 
simply turn the handle three times and there you have it.





















– origin

 Old English 
thǣr

 , 
thēr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
daar

 and German 
da

 , also to that
 and the
 . / 
usage:

 On the differences between 
their

 , 
they're

 , and 
there

 , see usage at they
 .





thereabouts

 
/ˌT͟Herəˈbouts /

 
thereabout






adverb



1.
 
near that place




•
 
the land is dry in places thereabouts.










2.
 
used to indicate that a date of figure is approximate




•
 
the notes were written in 1860 or thereabouts.



















thereafter

 
/T͟Herˈaftər/






adverb






‹formal›

 after that time




•
 
thereafter their fortunes suffered a steep decline.



















thereat

 
/T͟Herˈat/






adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 at that place.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 on account of or after that.













thereby

 
/T͟Herˈbī/





I.
 
adverb




by that means; as a result of that




•
 
students perform in hospitals, thereby gaining a deeper awareness of the therapeutic power of music.














II.
 
phrases





thereby hangs a tale






used to indicate that there is more to say about something.

















therefor

 
/ˌT͟Herˈfôr/






adverb






‹archaic›

 for that object or purpose.













therefore

 
/ˈT͟Herˌfôr/






adverb




for that reason; consequently




•
 
he was injured and therefore unable to play.



















therefrom

 
/ˌT͟Herˈfräm/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 from that or that place.













therein

 
/T͟Herˈin/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 in that place, document, or respect




•
 
it shall be sufficient evidence of the facts therein contained.



















thereinafter

 
/ˌT͟Herinˈaftər/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 in a later part of that document.













thereinbefore

 
/ˌT͟Herinbəˈfôr/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 in an earlier part of that document.













thereinto

 
/T͟Herˈinˌto͞o/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 into that place.













theremin

 
/ˈTHerəmən/





I.
 
noun




an electronic musical instrument in which the tone is generated by two high-frequency oscillators and the pitch controlled by the movement of the performer's hand toward and away from the circuit.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Lev 
Theremin

 (1896–1993), its Russian inventor.





thereof

 
/T͟Herˈəv T͟Herˈäv/






adverb






‹formal›

 of the thing just mentioned; of that




•
 
the member state or a part thereof.



















thereon

 
/T͟Heˈrän/






adverb






‹formal›

 on or following from the thing just mentioned




•
 
the order of the court and the taxation consequent thereon.



















thereout

 
/T͟Herˈout/






adverb






‹archaic›

 out of that; from that source.













there's

 
/T͟Herz/






contraction



1.
 
there is




•
 
there's nothing there.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used to make a request or express approval of an action in a patronizing manner




•
 
make a cup of tea, there's a good girl.



















Theresa, Mother






see Teresa, Mother
 .









therethrough

 
/T͟HerˈTHro͞o/






adverb






‹archaic›

 through or by reason of that; thereby.













thereto

 
/T͟Herˈto͞o/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 to that or that place




•
 
the third party assents thereto.



















theretofore

 
/ˈT͟Herdəˌfôr/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 before that time.













thereunder

 
/ˌT͟Herˈəndər/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 in accordance with the thing mentioned




•
 
the act and the regulations made thereunder.



















thereunto

 
/ˌT͟Herˌənˈto͞o/






adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 to that




•
 
his agent thereunto lawfully authorized in writing or by will.



















thereupon

 
/ˌT͟Herəˈpän/






adverb






‹formal›

 immediately or shortly after that




•
 
he thereupon returned to Moscow.



















therewith

 
/T͟HerˈwiT͟H/






adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 with or in the thing mentioned




•
 
documents lodged therewith.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 soon or immediately after that; forthwith




•
 
therewith he rose.



















therewithal

 
/ˈT͟HerwiTHôl/






adverb






‹archaic›

 together with that; besides




•
 
he was to make a voyage and his fortune therewithal.




















Theria

 
/ˈTHirēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a major group of mammals that comprises the marsupials and placentals.

Compare with Prototheria
 . [Subclass 
Theria

 , class 
Mammalia

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
thēria

 ‘wild animals.’





theriac

 
/ˈTHirēˌak/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an ointment or other medicinal compound used as an antidote to snake venom or other poison.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
theriaca

 (see treacle
 ).





therian

 
/ˈTHirēən /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a mammal of the major group Theria, which comprises the marsupials and placentals.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting therians.













therianthropic

 
/ˌTHirēənˈTHräpik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a deity) combining the form of an animal with that of a man.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
thērion

 ‘wild animal’ + 
anthrōpos

 ‘human being’ + -ic
 .





theriomorphic

 
/ˌTHirēəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a deity) having an animal form.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
thērion

 ‘wild beast’ + -morph
 + -ic
 .





therm

 
/THərm/





I.
 
noun




a unit of heat equivalent to 100,000 Btu or 1.055 × 108
 joules.











– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat.’





therm.






abbreviation




thermometer.














thermal

 
/ˈTHərməl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to heat.




2.
 
another term for geothermal
 .




3.
 
(of a garment) made of a fabric that provides exceptional insulation to keep the body warm




•
 
thermal underwear.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an upward current of warm air, used by gliders, balloons, and birds to gain height.




2.
 
(usu. 
thermals

 )
 — a thermal garment, especially underwear.








III.
 
derivatives





thermally

 
/ˈTHərməlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to hot springs’): from French, from Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat.’





thermal depolymerization






noun




a process of breaking down complex hydrocarbons in an oxygen-deprived, heated and pressurized environment to yield simpler compounds that can be used to produce fuels.













thermal efficiency

 
/ˈTHərməl əˈfiSHənsē ēˈfiSHənsē/






noun




the efficiency of a heat engine measured by the ratio of the work done by it to the heat supplied to it.













thermal imaging

 
/ˈTHərməl ˈimijiNG/






noun




the technique of using the heat given off by an object to produce an image of it or locate it.













thermalize

 
/ˈTHərməˌlīz/





I.
 
verb




attain or cause to attain thermal equilibrium with the environment.








II.
 
derivatives





thermalization

 
/ˌTHərməliˈzāSHən /






noun





















thermal neutron






noun




a neutron in thermal equilibrium with its surroundings.

Compare with slow neutron
 .













thermal noise






noun






[Electronics]

 electrical fluctuations arising from the random thermal motion of electrons.













thermal paper






noun




heat-sensitive paper used in thermal printers.













thermal printer






noun




a printer in which small heated pins form characters on heat-sensitive paper.













thermal reactor






noun




a nuclear reactor using thermal neutrons.













thermal spring






noun




a spring of naturally hot water.













thermal unit






noun




a unit for measuring heat.













thermic

 
/ˈTHərmik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to heat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat’ + -ic
 .






Thermidor

 
/ˈTHərmədôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the eleventh month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from July 19 to August 17.




2.
 
a reaction of moderates following a revolution, such as that which occurred in Paris on 9 Thermidor (July 27) 1794 and resulted in the fall of Robespierre.








II.
 
derivatives





Thermidorian

 
/ˌTHərməˈdôrēən /






adjective



















– origin

 French, from Greek 
thermē

 ‘heat’ + 
dōron

 ‘gift.’





thermion

 
/ˈTHərmˌēən/





I.
 
noun




an ion or electron emitted by a substance at high temperature.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from thermo-
 ‘of heat’ + ion
 .





thermionic

 
/ˌTHərmēˈänik/






adjective




of or relating to electrons emitted from a substance at very high temperature.













thermionic emission






noun




the emission of electrons from a heated source.













thermionics

 
/ˌTHərmīˈäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of science and technology concerned with thermionic emission.














thermionic tube

 


‹Brit.›

 thermionic valve






noun






[Electronics]

 an electron tube giving a unidirectional flow of electrons emitted from a hot cathode, used especially in the rectification of a current and in radio reception.













thermistor

 
/ˈTHərˌmistər/





I.
 
noun




an electrical resistor whose resistance is greatly reduced by heating, used for measurement and control.











– origin

 1940s: contraction of 
thermal resistor

 .





thermite

 
/ˈTHərmīt /

 


‹trademark›

 Thermit





I.
 
noun




a mixture of finely powdered aluminum and iron oxide that produces a very high temperature on combustion, used in welding and for incendiary bombs.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: coined in German from thermo-
 ‘of heat’ + -ite
 1
 .






thermo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to heat




•
 
thermodynamics




•
 
thermoelectric.

















– origin

 from Greek 
thermos

 ‘hot,’ 
thermē

 ‘heat.’





thermochemistry

 
/ˌTHərmōˈkeməstrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of chemistry concerned with the quantities of heat evolved or absorbed during chemical reactions.








II.
 
derivatives





thermochemical

 
/ˌTHərmōˈkemək(ə)l /






adjective





















thermocline

 
/ˈTHərmōˌklīn/






noun




a steep temperature gradient in a body of water such as a lake, marked by a layer above and below which the water is at different temperatures.













thermocouple

 
/ˈTHərmōˌkəp(ə)l/






noun




a thermoelectric device for measuring temperature, consisting of two wires of different metals connected at two points, a voltage being developed between the two junctions in proportion to the temperature difference.













thermodynamics

 
/ˌTHərmōdīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of physical science that deals with the relations between heat and other forms of energy (such as mechanical, electrical, or chemical energy), and, by extension, of the relationships between all forms of energy.

The 
first law of thermodynamics

 states the equivalence of heat and work and reaffirms the principle of conservation of energy. The 
second law

 states that heat does not of itself pass from a cooler to a hotter body. Another, equivalent, formulation of the second law is that the entropy of a closed system can only increase. The 
third law

 (also called Nernst's heat theorem) states that it is impossible to reduce the temperature of a system to absolute zero in a finite number of operations.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thermodynamic

 
/ˌTHərmōˌdīˈnamik /






adjective













2.
 
thermodynamical

 
/-ikəl /






adjective













3.
 
thermodynamically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb













4.
 
thermodynamicist

 
/-ˌdīˈnamisist /






noun





















thermoelastic

 
/ˌTHərmōiˈlastik/






adjective




of or relating to elasticity in connection with heat.













thermoelectric

 
/ˌTHərmōəˈlektrik/





I.
 
adjective




producing electricity by a difference of temperatures.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thermoelectrically






adverb













2.
 
thermoelectricity

 
/ˌTHərmōəˌlekˈtrisədē /






noun





















thermoforming

 
/ˈTHərmōˌfôrmiNG/






noun




the process of heating a thermoplastic material and shaping it in a mold.













thermogenesis

 
/ˌTHərmōˈjenəsəs/





I.
 
noun




the production of heat, especially in a human or animal body.








II.
 
derivatives





thermogenic

 
/ˌTHərmōˌjəˈnedik /






adjective





















thermogram

 
/ˈTHərməˌɡram/






noun




a record made by a thermograph.













thermograph

 
/ˈTHərməˌɡraf/






noun




an instrument that produces a trace or image representing a record of the varying temperature or infrared radiation over an area or during a period of time.













thermography

 
/THərˈmäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the use of thermograms to study heat distribution in structures or regions, for example in detecting tumors.




2.
 
a printing technique in which a wet ink image is fused by heat or infrared radiation with a resinous powder to produce a raised impression.








II.
 
derivatives





thermographic

 
/ˌTHərməˈɡrafik /






adjective





















thermokarst

 
/ˈTHərməˌkärst/






noun






[Geology]

 a form of periglacial topography resembling karst, with hollows produced by the selective melting of permafrost.













thermolabile

 
/ˌTHərmōˈlāˌbīl, -bəl/






adjective






[chiefly Biochemistry]

 (of a substance) readily destroyed or deactivated by heat.













thermoluminescence

 
/ˌTHərmōˌlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun




the property of some materials that have accumulated energy over a long period of becoming luminescent when pretreated and subjected to high temperatures, used as a means of dating ancient ceramics and other artifacts.








II.
 
derivatives





thermoluminescent






adjective





















thermolysis

 
/THərˈmäləsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the breakdown of molecules by the action of heat.








II.
 
derivatives





thermolytic

 
/ˌTHərməˈlitik /






adjective





















thermometer

 
/THərˈmämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring and indicating temperature, typically one consisting of a narrow, hermetically sealed glass tube marked with graduations and having at one end a bulb containing mercury or alcohol that expands and contracts in the tube with heating and cooling.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thermometric

 
/ˌTHərməˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
thermometrical

 
/ˌTHərməˈmetrikəl /






adjective













3.
 
thermometry

 
/-trē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
thermomètre

 or modern Latin 
thermometrum

 , from thermo-
 ‘of heat’ + 
-metrum

 ‘measure.’





thermonuclear

 
/ˌTHərmōˈn(y)o͞oklēər/






adjective



1.
 
relating to or using nuclear reactions that occur only at very high temperatures.




2.
 
of, relating to, or involving weapons in which explosive force is produced by thermonuclear reactions.













thermophile

 
/ˈTHərməˌfīl/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 a bacterium or other microorganism that grows best at higher than normal temperatures.








II.
 
derivatives





thermophilic

 
/ˌTHərməˈfilik /






adjective





















thermophotovoltaic

 
/ˌTHərmōˌfōtōvälˈtā-ik, -vōl-, -vôl-/






adjective




denoting or relating to the capacity to convert infrared radiation (i.e. radiant heat) into electricity.













thermopile

 
/ˈTHərməˌpīl/






noun




a set of thermocouples arranged for measuring small quantities of radiant heat.














thermoplastic

 
/ˌTHərmōˈplastik /

 

‹Chemistry›






I.
 
adjective




denoting substances (especially synthetic resins) that become plastic on heating and harden on cooling and are able to repeat these processes.

Often contrasted with thermosetting
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
thermoplastics

 )


1.
 
a thermoplastic substance.













Thermopylae

 
/THərˈmäpəlē THərˈmäpəˌlī/






a narrow pass between the mountains and the sea in Greece, about 120 miles (200 km) northwest of Athens, now much widened by the recession of the sea. In 480 
BC

 it was the scene of the defense against the Persian army of Xerxes I by 6,000 Greeks; among them were 300 Spartans, all of whom, including their king Leonidas, were killed.









thermoregulate

 
/ˌTHərmōˈreɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regulate temperature, especially one's own body temperature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thermoregulation

 
/ˌTHərmōˌreɡyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
thermoregulatory

 
/ˌTHərmōˈreɡyələˌtôrē /






adjective






















thermos

 
/ˈTHərməs /

 
thermos bottle





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a container that keeps a drink or other fluid hot or cold by means of a double wall enclosing a vacuum.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘hot.’






thermosetting

 
/ˈTHərmōˌsediNG/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 denoting substances (especially synthetic resins) that set permanently when heated.

Often contrasted with thermoplastic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





thermoset






adjective, noun





















thermosphere

 
/ˈTHərməˌsfir/






noun




the region of the atmosphere above the mesosphere and below the height at which the atmosphere ceases to have the properties of a continuous medium. The thermosphere is characterized throughout by an increase in temperature with height.













thermostable

 
/ˈTHərmōˌstāb(ə)l/






adjective






[chiefly Biochemistry]

 (of a substance) not readily destroyed or deactivated by heat.













thermostat

 
/ˈTHərməˌstat/





I.
 
noun




a device that automatically regulates temperature, or that activates a device when the temperature reaches a certain point.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thermostatic

 
/ˌTHərməˈstadik /






adjective













2.
 
thermostatically

 
/ˌTHərməˈstadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















thermotropism

 
/THərməˈtrōpizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the turning or bending of a plant or other organism in response to a directional source of heat.








II.
 
derivatives





thermotropic

 
/ˌTHərməˈtrōpik, -ˈträpik /






adjective





















theropod

 
/ˈTHirəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun




a carnivorous dinosaur of a group whose members are typically bipedal and range from small and delicately built to very large.

[Suborder 
Theropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 ; includes the carnosaurs, ornithomimosaurs, coelurosaurs, and dromaeosaurids.]











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
thēr

 ‘beast’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





Theroux, Paul

 
/THəˈro͞o/






(1941–), US writer. His fiction includes 
The Mosquito Coast

 (1982), 
My Other Life

 (1996), and 
Kowloon Tong

 (1997). His nonfiction travel books include 
The Great Railway Bazaar

 (1975), 
The Pillars of Hercules

 (1995), and 
Ghost Train to the Eastern Star

 (2008).










thesaurus

 
/THəˈsôrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book that lists words in groups of synonyms and related concepts.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a dictionary or encyclopedia.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
thēsauros

 ‘storehouse, treasure.’ The original sense ‘dictionary or encyclopedia’ was narrowed to the current meaning by the publication of Roget's 
Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases

 (1852).





these

 
/T͟Hēz/






plural form of this
 .









Theseus

 
/ˈTHēsēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







the legendary hero of Athens, son of Poseidon (or, in another account, of Aegeus, king of Athens) and husband of Phaedra. He slew the Cretan Minotaur with the help of Ariadne.









thesis

 
/ˈTHēsis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or theory that is put forward as a premise to be maintained or proved




•
 
his central thesis is that psychological life is not part of the material world.










2.
 
(in Hegelian philosophy) a proposition forming the first stage in the process of dialectical reasoning.

Compare with antithesis
 , synthesis
 .




3.
 
a long essay or dissertation involving personal research, written by a candidate for a college degree




•
 
a doctoral thesis.










4.
 

/ˈTHesis /

 — 

[Prosody]

 an unstressed syllable or part of a metrical foot in Greek or Latin verse.

Often contrasted with arsis
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 3): via late Latin from Greek, literally ‘placing, a proposition,’ from the root of 
tithenai

 ‘to place.’





thesp

 
/THesp/





I.
 
abbreviation






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an actor or actress.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of thespian
 .






thespian

 
/ˈTHespēən /

 

‹formal humorous›






I.
 
adjective




of or relating to drama and the theater




•
 
thespian talents.














II.
 
noun




an actor or actress.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from the name Thespis
 + -ian
 .





thespianism

 
/ˈTHespēənˌizəm/






noun




the art or profession of acting




•
 
the actors are convincing in their roles, but hardly set a standard for fine thespianism.




















Thespis

 
/ˈTHespəs/






(6th century 
BC

 ), Greek dramatic poet. He is regarded as the founder of Greek tragedy.









Thess.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Thessalonians.













Thessalian

 
/THeˈsālēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Greek region of Thessaly or its inhabitants




•
 
the dish was undoubtedly a Thessalian invention.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Greek region of Thessaly




•
 
a Thessalian who was slain by the Trojans.



















Thessalonians

 
/ˌTHesəˈlōnēənz/






either of two books of the New Testament, epistles of St. Paul to the new church at Thessalonica.










Thessaloníki

 
/ˌTHesəlōˈnēkē/






a seaport in northeastern Greece, the second largest city in Greece and capital of the Greek region of Macedonia; pop. 348,900 (est. 2009). Latin name 
Thessalonica

 .

Also called Salonica
 .









Thessaly

 
/ˈTHesəlē/






a region of northeastern Greece. Greek name 
Thessalía

 .










theta

 
/ˈTHādə ˈTHēdə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the eighth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Θ

 , 
θ

 ), transliterated as ‘th.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Theta

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the eighth star in a constellation




•
 
Theta Draconis.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 denoting a temperature at which a polymer solution behaves ideally as regards its osmotic pressure.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting electrical activity observed in the brain under certain conditions, consisting of oscillations having a frequency of 4 to 7 hertz




•
 
theta rhythm.














II.
 
symbol



1.
 
(
θ

 )
 — temperature (especially in degrees Celsius).




2.
 
(
θ

 )
 — a plane angle.




3.
 
(
θ

 )
 — a polar coordinate.

Often coupled with phi
 .













Thetis

 
/ˈTHēdəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a sea nymph, mother of Achilles.









theurgy

 
/ˈTHēərjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the operation or effect of a supernatural or divine agency in human affairs.




2.
 
a system of white magic practiced by the early Neoplatonists.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
theurgic

 
/THēˈərjik /






adjective













2.
 
theurgical






adjective













3.
 
theurgist

 
/ˈTHēərjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
theourgia

 ‘sorcery,’ from 
theos

 ‘god’ + 
-ergos

 ‘working.’





thew

 
/TH(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 muscular strength.




2.
 
(
thews

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 muscles and tendons perceived as generating physical strength.








II.
 
derivatives





thewy

 
/TH(y)o͞o(w)ē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thēaw

 ‘usage, custom,’ (plural) ‘(personal) manner of behaving,’ of unknown origin. The sense ‘good bodily proportions, muscular development’ arose in Middle English.






they

 
/T͟Hā/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
third person plural

 ]


1.
 
used to refer to two or more people or things previously mentioned or easily identified




•
 
the two men could get life sentences if they are convicted.










2.
 
people in general




•
 
the rest, as they say, is history.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a group of people in authority regarded collectively




•
 
they cut my water off.










4.
 
[
singular

 ]
 — used to refer to a person of unspecified sex




•
 
ask someone if they could help.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
their

 , nominative plural masculine of 
sá

 ; related to them
 and their
 , also to that
 and the
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 The word 
they

 (with its counterparts 
them

 , 
their

 , and 
themselves

 ) as a singular pronoun to refer to a person of unspecified sex has been used since at least the 16th century. In the late 20th century, as the traditional use of 
he

 to refer to a person of either sex came under scrutiny on the grounds of sexism, this use of 
they

 has become more common. It is now generally accepted in contexts where it follows an indefinite pronoun such as 
anyone

 , 
no one

 , 
someone

 , or 
a person

 : 
anyone

 can join if 
they

 are a resident; 
each

 to 
their

 own. In other contexts, coming after singular nouns, the use of 
they

 is now common, although less widely accepted, especially in formal contexts. Sentences such as ask 
a friend

 if 
they

 could help are still criticized for being ungrammatical. Nevertheless, in view of the growing acceptance of 
they

 and its obvious practical advantages, 
they

 is used in this dictionary in many cases where 
he

 would have been used formerly. See also usage at he
 and she
 . 
2

 Don't confuse 
their

 , 
they're

 , and 
there

 . 
Their

 is a possessive pronoun: I like their new car. 
They're

 is a contraction of 'they are': they're parking the car. 
There

 is an adverb meaning 'at that place': park the car over there.





they'd

 
/T͟Hād/






contraction



1.
 
they had.




2.
 
they would.













they'll

 
/T͟Hāl/






contraction




they shall; they will.













they're

 
/T͟Her/





I.
 
contraction




they are.











usage:

 On the differences between 
their

 , 
they're

 , and 
there

 , see usage at they
 .





they've

 
/T͟Hāv/






contraction




they have.













THG






abbreviation




tetrahydrogestrinone, an artificial anabolic steroid taken for enhancement of athletic performance.













THI






abbreviation




temperature-humidity index.













thiabendazole

 
/ˌTHīəˈbendəzōl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound with anthelmintic properties, derived from thiazole and used chiefly to treat infestation with intestinal nematodes.











– origin

 1960s: from elements from thiazole
 + benzene
 + imidazole
 .





thiamine

 
/ˈTHīəmin ˈTHīəˌmēn /

 
thiamin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a vitamin of the B complex, found in unrefined grains, beans, and liver, a deficiency of which causes beriberi. It is a sulfur-containing derivative of thiazole and pyrimidine.

Also called vitamin B1 (see vitamin B
 ).













thiazide

 
/ˈTHīəˌzīd/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 any of a class of sulfur-containing drugs that increase the excretion of sodium and chloride and are used as diuretics and as a method of lowering the blood pressure.











– origin

 1950s: from elements of thio-
 + azine
 + oxide
 .





thiazine

 
/ˈTHīəzēn/





I.
 
noun




any of a class of molecules containing a ring of one nitrogen, one sulfur, and four carbon atoms, used in dyes and more recently in sedatives.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
thio-

 + 
azine

 .






thiazole

 
/ˈTHīəˌzōl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a foul-smelling synthetic liquid whose molecule is a ring of one nitrogen, one sulfur, and three carbon atoms.

[Chem. formula: C3
 H3
 NS.]














thick

 
/THik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
with opposite sides or surfaces that are a great or relatively great distance apart




•
 
thick slices of bread




•
 
the walls are 5 feet thick




•
 
thick metal cables.










2.
 
(of a garment or other knitted or woven item) made of heavy material for warmth or comfort




•
 
a thick sweater.










3.
 
(of script or type) consisting of broad lines




•
 
a headline in thick black type.










4.
 
made up of a large number of things or people close together




•
 
his hair was long and thick




•
 
the road winds through thick forest.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
thick with

 )
 — densely filled or covered with




•
 
the room was thick with smoke




•
 


‹figurative›

 the air was thick with tension.










6.
 
(of the air or atmosphere, or a substance in the air) opaque, dense, or heavy




•
 
the shore was obscured by thick fog




•
 
a thick cloud of smoke.










7.
 
(of a liquid or a semiliquid substance) relatively firm in consistency; not flowing freely




•
 
thick mud.










8.
 


‹informal›

 of low intelligence; stupid




•
 
he's a bit thick




•
 
I've got to shout to get it into your thick head.










9.
 
(of a voice) not clear or distinct; hoarse or husky.




10.
 
(of an accent) very marked and difficult to understand.




11.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 having a very close, friendly relationship




•
 
he's very 
thick with

 the new boss.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the thick

 )


1.
 
the busiest or most crowded part of something; the middle of something




•
 
the thick of battle.














III.
 
adverb




in or with deep, dense, or heavy mass




•
 
bread spread thick with butter.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
be thick on the ground






see ground
 1
 .









2.
 
a bit thick








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 unfair or unreasonable.









3.
 
have a thick skin






see skin
 .









4.
 
thick and fast






rapidly and in great numbers.









5.
 
(as) thick as a brick






very stupid.









6.
 
(as) thick as thieves








‹informal›

 (of two or more people) very close or friendly; sharing secrets.









7.
 
through thick and thin






under all circumstances, no matter how difficult




•
 
they stuck together through thick and thin.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thickish






adjective













2.
 
thickly

 
/ˈTHiklē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
thickly carpeted corridors

























– origin

 Old English 
thicce

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dik

 and German 
dick

 .






thicken

 
/ˈTHikən/





I.
 
verb




make or become thick or thicker


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
thicken the sauce with flour




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the fog had thickened.














II.
 
phrases





the plot thickens






used when a situation is becoming more and more complicated and puzzling.


















thickener

 
/ˈTHik(ə)nər/






noun



1.
 
a substance added to a liquid to make it firmer, especially in cooking.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 an apparatus for the sedimentation of solids from suspension in a liquid.













thickening

 
/ˈTHikəniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or result of becoming broader, deeper, or denser.




2.
 
a broader, deeper, or denser area of animal or plant tissue.




3.
 
another term for thickener
 .








II.
 
adjective




becoming broader, deeper, or denser




•
 
a hazardous journey through thickening fog.



















thicket

 
/ˈTHikit/





I.
 
noun




a dense group of bushes or trees.











– origin

 Old English 
thiccet

 (see thick
 , -et
 1
 ).






thickhead

 
/ˈTHikˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thickheaded

 
/ˌTHikˈhedəd /






adjective













2.
 
thickheadedness






noun






















thick-knee

 
/ˈTHikˌnē/






noun




a large-eyed ploverlike bird with mottled brownish plumage, inhabiting open stony or sandy country.

Also called stone curlew
 . [Family 
Burhinidae

 : two genera and several species, in particular 
Burhinus oedicnemus

 of Eurasia and Africa.]













thickness

 
/ˈTHiknəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the distance between opposite sides of something




•
 
the gateway is several feet in thickness




•
 
paving slabs can be obtained in varying thicknesses.










2.
 
a layer of a specified material




•
 
the framework has to support two thicknesses of plasterboard.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a broad or deep part of a specified thing




•
 
the beams were set into the thickness of the wall.










4.
 
the state or quality of being thick




•
 
he gave his eyes time to adjust to the thickness of the fog




•
 
the thickness of his hair.

















– origin

 Old English 
thicness

 (see thick
 , -ness
 ).





thickset

 
/THikˈset ˈTHikˌset/






adjective




(of a person or animal) heavily or solidly built; stocky.













thick-skinned

 
//






adjective




insensitive to criticism or insults




•
 
you have to be thick-skinned and none too squeamish.



















thick-witted

 
/ˌTHikˈwidəd /

 
thick-skulled






adjective




dull and stupid.














thief

 
/THēf/





I.
 
noun




a person who steals another person's property, especially by stealth and without using force or violence.











– origin

 Old English 
thīof

 , 
thēof

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dief

 and German 
Dieb

 , also to theft
 .





thieve

 
/THēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be a thief; steal something




•
 
they began thieving again




•
 (as 
adj.

 
thieving

 )
 
get lost, you thieving swine.

















– origin

 Old English 
thēofian

 , from 
thēof

 ‘thief’ Transitive uses began in the late 17th cent.





thievery

 
/ˈTHēv(ə)rē/






noun




the action of stealing another person's property.













thieves

 
/THēvz/






plural form of thief
 .









thievish

 
/ˈTHēviSH/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or given to stealing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thievishly

 
/ˈTHēviSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
thievishness

 
/ˈTHēviSHnəs /






noun





















thigh

 
/THī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the human leg between the hip and the knee.




2.
 
the corresponding part in other animals.








II.
 
derivatives





thighed






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]
 —


















– origin

 Old English 
thēh

 , 
thēoh

 , 
thīoh

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dij

 .





thigh bone

 
/THī bōn/






noun




the femur.













thigh boot






noun




a boot that reaches to the thigh




•
 
a pair of black leather thigh boots.



















thigh-high

 
/ˈTHīˌhī/






adjective




reaching as high as a person's thigh


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
black thigh-high boots




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
skirts are sexily split thigh-high.



















thigh-slapper

 
/ˈTHīslapər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a joke or anecdote considered to be exceptionally funny.








II.
 
derivatives





thigh-slapping






adjective





















thigmotaxis

 
/ˌTHiɡməˈtaksəs/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the motion or orientation of an organism in response to a touch stimulus.








II.
 
derivatives





thigmotactic

 
/-ˈtaktik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
thigma

 ‘touch’ + taxis
 .





thigmotropism

 
/THiɡməˈtrōpizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the turning or bending of a plant or other organism in response to a touch stimulus.








II.
 
derivatives





thigmotropic

 
/ˌTHiɡməˈtrōpik, -ˈträpik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
thigma

 ‘touch’ + tropism
 .





thill

 
/THil/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a shaft, especially one of a pair, used to attach a cart or carriage to the animal drawing it.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.






thimble

 
/ˈTHimbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a metal or plastic cap with a closed end, worn to protect the finger and push the needle in sewing.




2.
 
a short metal tube or ferrule.




3.
 


[Nautical]

 a metal ring, concave on the outside, around which a loop of rope is spliced.











– origin

 Old English 
thȳmel

 ‘finger protector’ (see thumb
 , -le
 1
 .).





thimbleberry

 
/ˈTHimb(ə)lˌberē/






noun




a North American blackberry or raspberry with thimble-shaped fruit.

[Genus 
Rubus

 , family 
Rosaceae

 : several species, including 
R. parviflorus

 , which has white flowers and juicy, somewhat tasteless fruit.]













thimbleful

 
/ˈTHimbəlˌfo͝ol/






noun




a small quantity of liquid, especially alcohol




•
 
a 
thimbleful of

 brandy.



















thimblerig

 
/ˈTHimb(ə)lˌriɡ/





I.
 
noun




another term for shell game
 .








II.
 
derivatives





thimblerigger






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from thimble
 + rig
 2
 in the sense ‘trick, dodge.’





thimerosal

 
/THīˈmerəsəl/






noun




a local antiseptic for abrasions and minor cuts.

[Chem. formula: C9
 H9
 HgNaO2
 S.]













Thimphu

 
/timˈpo͞o, THim- /

 
Thimbu






the capital of Bhutan, in the Himalayas at an altitude of 8,000 feet (2,450 m); pop. 98,676 (2005).










thin

 
/THin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having opposite surfaces or sides close together; of little thickness or depth




•
 
thin slices of bread.










2.
 
(of a person) having little, or too little, flesh or fat on their body




•
 
she was painfully thin.










3.
 
(of a garment or other knitted or woven item) made of light material for coolness or elegance.




4.
 
(of a garment) having had a considerable amount of fabric worn away.




5.
 
(of script or type) consisting of narrow lines




•
 
tall, thin lettering.










6.
 
having few parts or members relative to the area covered or filled; sparse




•
 
a depressingly thin crowd




•
 
his hair was going thin.










7.
 
not dense




•
 
the thin cold air of the mountains.










8.
 
containing much liquid and not much solid substance




•
 
thin soup.










9.
 


[Climbing]

 denoting a route on which the holds are small or scarce.




10.
 
(of a sound) faint and high-pitched




•
 
a thin, reedy little voice.










11.
 
(of a smile) weak and forced.




12.
 
too weak to justify a result or effect; inadequate




•
 
the evidence is rather thin.














II.
 
adverb

 — [often in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
with little thickness or depth




•
 
thin-sliced ham




•
 
cut it as thin as possible.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become less dense, crowded, or numerous


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the remorseless fire of archers thinned their ranks




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the trees began to 
thin out






•
 (as 
adj.

 
thinning

 )
 
thinning hair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove some plants from (a row or area) to allow the others more room to grow




•
 


thin out

 overwintered rows of peas.










3.
 
make or become weaker or more watery


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
if the soup is too thick, add a little water to 
thin

 it 
down






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the blood thins.










4.
 
make or become smaller in width or thickness


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
their effect in thinning the ozone layer is probably slowing the global warming trend




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the trees have thinned and diminished in size.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Golf]

 hit (a ball) above its center.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
on thin ice






see ice
 .









2.
 
thin air






used to refer to the state of being invisible or nonexistent




•
 
she just vanished 
into thin air






•
 
they seemed to pluck numbers 
out of thin air

 .















3.
 
the thin blue line








‹informal›

 used to refer to the police, typically in the context of situations of civil unrest.









4.
 
thin end of the wedge






see wedge
 .









5.
 
thin on top








‹informal›

 balding.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thinly

 
/ˈTHinlē /






adverb













2.
 
thinness

 
/ˈTHinnəs /






noun













3.
 
thinnish

 
/ˈTHiniSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thynne

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dun

 and German 
dünn

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
tenuis

 .





-thin






combining form




denoting a specified degree of thinness




•
 
gossamer-thin




•
 
wafer-thin.




















thine

 
/T͟Hīn/





I.
 
possessive pronoun




archaic form of yours
 ; the thing or things belonging to or associated with thee:




•
 
his spirit will take courage from thine.














II.
 
possessive determiner




form of thy
 used before a vowel:




•
 
inquire into thine own heart.

















– origin

 Old English 
thīn

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
dein

 , also to thou
 1
 . / 
usage:

 The use of 
thine

 is still found in certain religious groups and in some traditional British dialects, but elsewhere it is restricted to archaic contexts. See also usage at thou
 1
 .





thin-film

 
/ˈTHinˌfilm/






adjective



1.
 
(of a process or device) using or involving a very thin solid or liquid film.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 denoting a miniature circuit or device consisting of a thin layer of metal or semiconductor on a ceramic or glass substrate.














thing

 
/THiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object that one need not, cannot, or does not wish to give a specific name to




•
 
look at that metal rail thing over there




•
 
there are lots of things I'd like to buy




•
 
she was wearing this pink thing.










2.
 
(
things

 )
 — personal belongings or clothing




•
 
she began to unpack her things.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ] (
things

 )
 — objects, equipment, or utensils used for a particular purpose




•
 
they cleared away the last few lunch things.










4.
 
[with 
negative

 ] (
a thing

 )
 — anything (used for emphasis)




•
 
she couldn't find a thing to wear.










5.
 
used to express one's disapproval or contempt for something




•
 
you won't find me smoking those filthy things.










6.
 
[with 
postpositive adj.

 ] (
things

 )
 — all that can be described in the specified way




•
 
his love for all things Italian.










7.
 
used euphemistically to refer to a man's penis.




8.
 
an inanimate material object as distinct from a living sentient being




•
 
I'm not a thing, not a work of art to be cherished.










9.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a living creature or plant




•
 
the sea is the primal source of all living things on earth.










10.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — used to express and give a reason for one's pity, affection, approval, or contempt for a person or animal




•
 
have a nice weekend in the country, you lucky thing!




•
 
the lamb was a puny little thing.










11.
 
an action, activity, event, thought, or utterance




•
 
she said the first thing that came into her head




•
 
the only thing I could do well was cook.










12.
 
(
things

 )
 — circumstances, conditions, or matters that are unspecified




•
 
things haven't gone entirely according to plan




•
 
how are things with you?










13.
 
an abstract entity, quality, or concept




•
 
mourning and depression are not the same thing




•
 
they had one thing in common—they were men of action.










14.
 
an example or type of something




•
 
the game is the latest thing in family fun.










15.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a situation or activity of a specified type or quality




•
 
your being here is just a friendship thing, OK?










16.
 


‹informal›

 a romantic or sexual relationship




•
 
Phil and Lisa had been having a thing.










17.
 


‹informal›

 an established or genuine phenomenon or practice (typically used in expressions registering surprise or incredulity)




•
 
according to media reports, sleep texting is now a thing among serious smartphone addicts




•
 
he looks like he's wearing boxers underneath his trunks (is that a thing?).










18.
 
(
the thing

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 what is needed or required




•
 
you need a tonic–and here's just the thing.










19.
 
what is socially acceptable or fashionable




•
 
it wouldn't be quite the thing to go to a royal garden party in boots.










20.
 
(
one's thing

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 one's special interest or concern




•
 
reading isn't my thing.










21.
 
(
the thing

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to introduce or emphasize an important point




•
 


the thing is

 , I am going to sell this house




•
 


here's the thing

 : this is a story, not a piece of hard news




•
 


that's the thing

 about style—no two people are completely alike.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be all things to all men (or people)





a.
 
please everyone, typically by regularly altering one's behavior or opinions in order to conform to those of others.




b.
 
be able to be interpreted or used differently by different people to their own satisfaction.









2.
 
be onto a good thing








‹informal›

 have found a job, situation, or lifestyle that is pleasant, profitable, or easy.









3.
 
be hearing (or seeing) things






imagine that one can hear (or see) something that is not in fact there.









4.
 
a close (or near) thing






a narrow avoidance of something unpleasant.









5.
 
do one's own thing








‹informal›

 follow one's own interests or inclinations regardless of others.









6.
 
do the —— thing








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 engage in the kind of behavior typically associated with someone or something




•
 
a film in which he does the bad-guy thing.















7.
 
do things to








‹informal›

 have a powerful emotional effect on




•
 
it just does things to me when we kiss.















8.
 
for one thing






used to introduce one of two or more possible reasons for something, the remainder of which may or may not be stated




•
 
Why hadn't he arranged to see her at the house? For one thing, it would have been warmer.















9.
 
have a thing about








‹informal›

 have an obsessive interest in or dislike of




•
 
she had a thing about men who wore glasses.















10.
 
have a thing for








‹informal›

 have a strong liking for




•
 
I think he has a bit of a thing for you.















11.
 
—— is one thing, —— is another






used to indicate that the second item mentioned is much more serious or important than the first, and cannot be compared to it




•
 
physical attraction was one thing, love was quite another.















12.
 
make a (big) thing of (or about)








‹informal›

 make (something) seem more important than it actually is.









13.
 
of all things






out of all conceivable possibilities (used to express surprise)




•
 
What had he been thinking about? A kitten, of all things.















14.
 
(just) one of those things








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one wishes to pass over an unfortunate event or experience by regarding it as unavoidable or to be accepted.









15.
 
one thing after another






a series of problems or difficulties




•
 
it's one thing after another with this kid.















16.
 
one thing leads to another






used to suggest that the exact sequence of events is too obvious to need recounting, the listener or reader being able to guess easily what happened.









17.
 
a thing of the past






a thing that no longer happens or exists.









18.
 
a thing or two








‹informal›

 used to refer to useful information that can be imparted or learned




•
 
Teddy taught me a thing or two about wine.















19.
 
things that go bump in the night








‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 unexplained and frightening noises at night, regarded as being caused by ghosts.















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to German 
Ding

 . Early senses included ‘meeting’ and ‘matter, concern’ as well as ‘inanimate object.’






thingamajig

 
/ˈTHiNGəməˌjiɡ /

 
thingumajig
 , thingamabob
 , thingumabob





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to or address a person or thing whose name one has forgotten, does not know, or does not wish to mention




•
 
one of those thingamajigs for keeping all the fireplace tools together.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: arbitrary extension of earlier 
thingum

 (from thing
 + a meaningless suffix). 
Thingumabob

 dates from the mid 18th cent.





thingummy

 
/ˈTHiNGəmē /

 
thingamy






noun




British term for thingamajig
 .













thingy

 
/ˈTHiNGē/






noun




another term for thingamajig
 .














think

 
/THiNGk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — have a particular opinion, belief, or idea about someone or something




•
 
she thought that nothing would be the same again




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
what would John think of her?




•
 (
be thought

 )
 
it's thought he may have collapsed from shock




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
up to 300 people were thought to have died.










2.
 
used in questions to express anger or surprise




•
 
What do you think you're doing?










3.
 
(
I think

 )
 — used in speech to reduce the force of a statement or opinion, or to politely suggest or refuse something




•
 
I thought we could go out for a meal.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — direct one's mind toward someone or something; use one's mind actively to form connected ideas




•
 
he was thinking about Colin




•
 
Jack thought for a moment




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
any writer who so rarely produces a book is not thinking deep thoughts.










5.
 
(
think of/about

 )
 — take into account or consideration when deciding on a possible action




•
 
you can live how you like, but there's the children to think about.










6.
 
(
think of/about

 )
 — consider the possibility or advantages of (a course of action)




•
 
he was thinking of becoming a zoologist.










7.
 
have a particular mental attitude or approach




•
 
he thought like a general




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
one should always think positive.










8.
 
(
think of

 )
 — have a particular opinion of




•
 
I think of him as a friend




•
 
she did not think highly of modern art.










9.
 
call something to mind; remember




•
 
lemon thyme is a natural pair with any chicken dish you 
can think of






•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I hadn't thought to warn Rachel about him.










10.
 
imagine (an actual or possible situation)




•
 
think of being paid a salary to hunt big game!










11.
 
[usu. with 
clause

 ]
 — expect




•
 
I never thought we'd raise so much money




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she said something he'd never thought to have heard said again.










12.
 
(
think oneself into

 )
 — concentrate on imagining what it would be like to be in (a position or role)




•
 
she tried to think herself into the part of Peter's fiancée.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 an act of thinking




•
 
I went for a walk to have a think.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have (got) another think coming








‹informal›

 used to express the speaker's disagreement with or unwillingness to do something suggested by someone else




•
 
if they think I'm going to do physical exercises, they've got another think coming.















2.
 
think again






reconsider something, typically so as to alter one's intentions or ideas.









3.
 
think out loud






express one's thoughts as soon as they occur.









4.
 
think better of






decide not to do (something) after reconsideration.









5.
 
think big






see big
 .









6.
 
think fit






see fit
 1
 .









7.
 
think for oneself






have an independent mind or attitude.









8.
 
think nothing (or little) of






consider (an activity others regard as odd, wrong, or difficult) as straightforward or normal.









9.
 
think nothing of it






see nothing
 .









10.
 
think on one's feet






see foot
 .









11.
 
think twice






consider a course of action carefully before embarking on it.









12.
 
think the world of






see world
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
think back






recall a past event or time




•
 
I keep 
thinking back to

 school.















2.
 
think on








‹dialect›

 
(N. Amer.)

 think of or about.









3.
 
think something out






consider something in all its aspects before taking action




•
 
the plan had not been properly thought out.















4.
 
think something over






consider something carefully.









5.
 
think something through






consider all the possible effects or implications of something




•
 
they had failed to think the policy through.















6.
 
think something up








‹informal›

 use one's ingenuity to invent or devise something.












V.
 
derivatives





thinkable

 
/ˈTHiNGkəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thencan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
denken

 .





thinker

 
/ˈTHiNGkər/






noun



1.
 
a person who thinks deeply and seriously.




2.
 
a person with highly developed intellectual powers, especially one whose profession involves intellectual activity




•
 
a leading scientific thinker.



















thinking

 
/ˈTHiNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
using thought or rational judgment; intelligent




•
 
he seemed to be a thinking man.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of using one's mind to consider or reason about something




•
 
they have done some thinking about welfare reform.










2.
 
a person's ideas or opinions




•
 
his thinking is reflected in his later autobiography.










3.
 
(
thinkings

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 thoughts; meditations.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
good (or nice) thinking






used as an expression of approval for an ingenious plan, explanation, or observation.









2.
 
put on one's thinking cap








‹informal›

 meditate on a problem.

















think piece






noun




an article in a newspaper, magazine, or journal presenting personal opinions, analysis, or discussion, rather than bare facts.













think tank

 
/ˈTHiNGk ˌtaNGk/





I.
 
noun




a body of experts providing advice and ideas on specific political or economic problems.








II.
 
derivatives





think tanker






noun





















thin-layer chromatography






noun






[Chemistry]

 chromatography in which compounds are separated on a thin layer of adsorbent material, typically a coating of silica gel on a glass plate or plastic sheet.













thinner

 
/ˈTHinər/






noun




a volatile solvent used to make paint or other mixtures less viscous.













thin section





I.
 
noun




a thin, flat piece of material prepared for examination with a microscope, in particular a piece of rock about 0.03 millimeters thick, or, for electron microscopy, a piece of tissue about 30 nanometers thick.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare (something) for examination with a microscope.













thin-skinned

 
//






adjective




sensitive to criticism or insults




•
 
these bloggers sure are a thin-skinned crowd.




















thinspiration

 
/ˌTHinspəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




(especially in the context of anorexia nervosa) used in reference to something or someone that serves as motivation for a person seeking to maintain a very low body weight




•
 
these photos are providing dangerous thinspiration to young women (and men).

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of thin
 and inspiration
 .





thinspo

 
/ˈTHinspō/






noun




another term for thinspiration
 .













Thinsulate

 
/ˈTHinsəlit/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a thin, highly insulating fabric made from polypropylene fibers, used to make outdoor clothing and sleeping bags.











– origin

 a blend of thin
 + insulate
 .






thio-





I.
 
combining form






[Chemistry]

 denoting replacement of oxygen by sulfur in a compound




•
 
thiosulphate.

















– origin

 from Greek 
theion

 ‘sulfur.’





thiocyanate

 
/ˌTHīōˈsīəˌnāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion SCN−
 .














thiol

 
/ˈTHīôl ˈTHīˌäl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound containing the group —SH, i.e., a sulfur-containing analog of an alcohol.













thionyl

 
/ˈTHēəˌnil/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the divalent radical =SO.











– origin

 1857: so named by Hugo Schiff (1834–1915), German chemist.






thiopental

 
/ˌTHī-ōˈpenˌtal, -tôl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a sulfur-containing barbiturate drug used as a general anesthetic and hypnotic, and (reputedly) as a truth serum.











– origin

 1940s: from thio-
 + a contraction of pentobarbital
 .





thiopentone

 
/ˌTHīōˈpentōn/






noun




British term for Pentothal
 .













thioridazine

 
/ˌTHīəˈridəˌzēn, -zin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound derived from phenothiazine, used as a tranquilizer, chiefly in the treatment of mental illness.











– origin

 1950s: from thio-
 + (
pipe)rid(ine

 ) + azine
 .





thiosulfate

 
/ˌTHīōˈsəlfāt /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 thiosulfate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt containing the anion S2
 O3
 2−
 , i.e., a sulfate with one oxygen atom replaced by sulfur.













thiourea

 
/ˌTHīōyəˈrēə/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound used in photography and the manufacture of synthetic resins.

[The sulfur analog of urea; chem. formula: SC(NH2
 )2
 .]













Thíra

 
/ˈTHirə/






modern Greek name for Thera
 .









thiram

 
/ˈTHīram/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic sulfur-containing compound used as a fungicide and seed protectant.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H12
 N2
 S4
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from thio-
 , 
(u)r(ea)

 , and 
am(ine)

 , elements of the systematic name.





third

 
/THərd/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number three in a sequence; 3rd




•
 
the third century




•
 
the third of October




•
 
Edward the Third.










2.
 
(
a third/one third

 )
 — each of three equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
a third of a mile.










3.
 
the third finisher or position in a race or competition




•
 
Hill finished third.










4.
 
the third in a sequence of a vehicle's gears




•
 
he took the corner in third.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 third base.




6.
 
the third grade of a school.




7.
 
thirdly (used to introduce a third point or reason)




•
 
second, they are lightly regulated; and third, they do business with nonresident clients.










8.
 


[Music]

 an interval spanning three consecutive notes in a diatonic scale, e.g., C to E (
major third

 , equal to two tones) or A to C (
minor third

 , equal to a tone and a semitone).




9.
 


[Music]

 the note which is higher by a third than the tonic of a diatonic scale or root of a chord.




10.
 


(Brit.)

 a place in the third-highest grade in an examination, especially that for a degree.








II.
 
phrases



third time lucky) ">
third time is a charm ( third time lucky)






used to express the hope that, after twice failing to accomplish something, one may succeed in the third attempt.















– origin

 Old English 
thridda

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
derde

 and German 
dritte

 , also to three
 . The spelling 
thrid

 was dominant until the 16th cent. (but 
thirdda

 is recorded in Northumbrian dialect as early as the 10th cent).





third class

 
/ˈˌTHərd ˈklas/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a group of people or things considered together as third best.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a university degree or examination result in the third-highest classification.




3.
 


(US)

 a cheap class of mail for advertising and other printed material that weighs less than 16 ounces and is unsealed.




4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the cheapest and least comfortable accommodations in a train or ship.








II.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
of the third-best quality or of lower status


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
many indigenous groups are still viewed as third-class citizens.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 of or relating to the third-highest division in a university examination




•
 
he left university with a third-class degree.










3.
 


(US)

 of or relating to a cheap class of mail including advertising and other printed material weighing less than 16 ounces


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
third-class mail.










4.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 of or relating to the cheapest and least comfortable accommodations in a train or ship


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a suffocating third-class compartment




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I traveled third class across Europe.



















third country






noun




a Third World country.














third-degree





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting burns of the most severe kind, affecting tissue below the skin.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Law]

 denoting the least serious category of a crime, especially murder.








II.
 
noun

 — (
the third degree

 )


1.
 
long and harsh questioning, especially by police, to obtain information or a confession.













third estate

 
/THərd əsˈtāt esˈtāt/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the commons.

[the first two estates were formerly represented by the clergy, and the barons and knights; later the Lords spiritual and the Lords temporal.]




2.
 
(
the Third Estate

 )
 — the French bourgeoisie and working class before the French Revolution.

[translating French 
le tiers état

 .]













third eye






noun



1.
 


[Hinduism]

 the locus of occult power and wisdom in the forehead of a deity, especially the god Shiva.




2.
 
the “eye of insight” located in the forehead, which can be activated through the practice of yoga.




3.
 
informal term for pineal eye
 .














third eyelid






noun




informal term for nictitating membrane
 .













third force






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a political group or party acting as a check on conflict between two extreme or opposing groups.













third-hand

 
/ˌTHərdˈhand /

 
thirdhand





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of goods) having had two previous owners




•
 
a thirdhand dinner suit.










2.
 
(of information) acquired from or via several intermediate sources and consequently not authoritative or reliable




•
 
the accounts are third-hand, told years after the event.














II.
 
adverb




from or via several intermediate sources




•
 
I heard about the case thirdhand.



















Third International






see international
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).









thirdly

 
/ˈTHərdlē/






adverb




in the third place (used to introduce a third point or reason).













third market






noun






[Finance]

 used to refer to over-the-counter trading in listed stocks outside the stock exchange.













third party

 
/ˈˌTHər(d) ˈpärdē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or group besides the two primarily involved in a situation, especially a dispute.




2.
 
a political party organized as an alternative to the major parties in a two-party system.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a person or group besides the two primarily involved in a situation




•
 
third-party suppliers.



















third person

 
/ˌTHər(d) ˈpərsn/






noun



1.
 
a third party.




2.
 
see person
 (
sense

 2).














third-person shooter






noun




a type of video game whose gameplay involves shooting enemies and other targets and in which a player views the action as if from a position behind the character they are controlling




•
 
a free-to-play, action-packed third-person shooter.



















third position






noun



1.
 


[Ballet]

 a posture in which the turned-out feet are placed one in front of the other, so that the heel of the front foot fits into the hollow of the instep of the back foot.




2.
 
a position of the arms in which one is held curved in front of the body and the other curved to the side, both at waist level.




3.
 


[Music]

 a position of the left hand on the fingerboard of a stringed instrument nearer to the bridge than the second position, enabling a higher set of notes to be played.













third rail






noun



1.
 
an additional rail supplying electric current, used in some electric railroad systems.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a subject or issue considered by politicians to be too controversial to discuss.













third-rate

 
/THərd rāt/





I.
 
adjective




of inferior or very poor quality.








II.
 
derivatives





third-rater






noun





















third reading






noun




a third presentation of a bill to a legislative assembly, in the US to consider it for the last time, and in the UK to debate committee reports.













Third Reich






the Nazi regime, 1933–45.









Third Republic






the republican regime in France between the fall of Napoleon III in 1870 and the German occupation of 1940.









third ventricle






noun






[Anatomy]

 the central cavity of the brain, lying between the thalamus and hypothalamus of the two cerebral hemispheres.













third way

 
/ /

 
Third Way






noun




an option regarded as an alternative to two extremes, especially a political agenda that is centrist and consensus-based rather than left- or right-wing




•
 
the Third Way espoused by Europe's new leaders doesn't challenge the supremacy of the marketplace.




















Third World

 
/ˈˌTHərd ˈwərld/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Third World

 )


1.
 
the developing countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.











– origin

 translation of French 
tiers monde

 first used in the 1950s to distinguish the developing countries from the capitalist and communist blocs.





thirst

 
/THərst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of needing or wanting to drink something




•
 
they quenched their thirst with spring water.










2.
 
lack of the liquid needed to sustain life




•
 
tens of thousands died of thirst and starvation.










3.
 
(usu. 
thirst for

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a strong desire for something




•
 
his thirst for knowledge was mainly academic.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person or animal) feel a need to drink something.




2.
 
(usu. 
thirst for/after

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 have a strong desire for something




•
 
an opponent thirsting for revenge.

















– origin

 Old English 
thurst

 (noun), 
thyrstan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dorst

 , 
dorsten

 and German 
Durst

 , 
dürsten

 .





thirst-making

 
thirst-provoking






adjective




(of an activity, food, etc.) causing thirst.













thirst-quenching





I.
 
adjective




serving to relieve thirst; refreshing.








II.
 
derivatives





thirst quencher






noun





















thirsty

 
/ˈTHərstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling a need to drink something




•
 
the hikers were hot and thirsty.










2.
 
(of land, plants, or skin) in need of water: dry or parched.




3.
 
(of an engine, plant, or crop) consuming a lot of fuel or water.




4.
 
having or showing a strong desire for something




•
 
Jake was as 
thirsty for

 scandal as anyone else.










5.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of activity, weather, or a time) causing the feeling of a need to drink something




•
 
modeling is 
thirsty work

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thirstily

 
/ˈTHərstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
thirstiness

 
/ˈTHərstēnəs /






noun





















thirteen

 
/ˌTHərˈtēn ˈTHərˌtēn/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xiii

 , 
XIII

 )
 — equivalent to the sum of six and seven; one more than twelve, or seven less than twenty; 13




•
 
thirteen miles away




•
 
a rise of 13 percent




•
 
thirteen of the bishops voted against the motion.










2.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by thirteen.




3.
 
thirteen years old




•
 
two boys aged eleven and thirteen.

















– origin

 Old English 
thrēotīene

 (see three
 , -teen
 ). The spelling with initial 
thi-

 is recorded in late Middle English.






Thirteen Colonies






the British colonies that ratified the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and thereby became founding states of the US. The colonies were Virginia, Massachusetts, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, North Carolina, South Carolina, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and Georgia.









thirteenth

 
/ˌTHərˈtēnTH ˈTHərˌtēnTH/






ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number thirteen in a sequence; 13th




•
 
the thirteenth century.










2.
 
each of thirteen equal parts into which something is or may be divided




•
 
twelve thirteenths.



















thirty

 
/ˈTHərdē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xxx

 , 
XXX

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of three and ten; ten less than forty; 30




•
 
thirty or forty years ago




•
 
thirty were hurt




•
 
thirty of her school friends.










2.
 
(
thirties

 )
 — the numbers from thirty to thirty-nine, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
a woman in her thirties




•
 
she was a famous actress in the thirties.










3.
 
thirty years old




•
 
I've got a long way to go before I'm thirty.










4.
 
thirty miles an hour




•
 
doing about thirty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thirtieth

 
/ˈTHərdēiTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
thirtyfold

 
/ˈTHərdēˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
thrītig

 (see three
 , -ty
 2
 ). The spelling with initial 
thi-

 is recorded in the 15th cent., and has been the prevalent form since the 16th cent.





thirty-eight

 
/ˈTHərdēāt/






noun




a revolver of .38 caliber.













Thirty-nine Articles






plural noun




a series of points of doctrine historically accepted as representing the teaching of the Church of England.













thirty-second note






noun






[Music]

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a note having the time value of half a sixteenth note, represented by a large dot with a three-hooked stem.

Also called demisemiquaver
 .













thirty-two-mo

 
/ˌTHərdēˈto͞omō/






noun



1.
 
a size of book page that results from folding each printed sheet into thirty-two leaves (sixty-four pages).




2.
 
a book of thirty-two-mo size.













Thirty Years War






a European war of 1618–48 that broke out between the Catholic Holy Roman Emperor and some of his German Protestant states and developed into a struggle for continental hegemony with France, Sweden, Spain, and the Holy Roman Empire as the major protagonists. It was ended by the Treaty of Westphalia.










Thiruvananthapuram

 
/ˌtiro͞oˌwənən(t)əˈpo͝orəm/






a port on the southwestern coast of India, capital of the state of Kerala; pop. 822,400 (est. 2009).

Also called Trivandrum
 .










this

 
/T͟His/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
used to identify a specific person or thing close at hand or being indicated or experienced




•
 
is this your bag?




•
 
he soon knew that this was not the place for him.










2.
 
used to introduce someone or something




•
 
this is the captain speaking




•
 
listen to this.










3.
 
referring to the nearer of two things close to the speaker (the other, if specified, being identified by “that”)




•
 
this is different from that.










4.
 
referring to a specific thing or situation just mentioned




•
 
the company was transformed, and Ward had played a vital role in bringing this about.














II.
 
determiner



1.
 
used to identify a specific person or thing close at hand or being indicated or experienced




•
 
don't listen to this guy




•
 
these croissants are delicious.










2.
 
referring to the nearer of two things close to the speaker (the other, if specified, being identified by “that”)




•
 
this one or that one?










3.
 
referring to a specific thing or situation just mentioned




•
 
there was a court case resulting from this incident.










4.
 
used with periods of time related to the present




•
 
I thought you were busy all this week




•
 
how are you this morning?










5.
 
referring to a period of time that has just passed




•
 
I haven't left my bed these three days.










6.
 


‹informal›

 used (chiefly in narrative) to refer to a person or thing previously unspecified




•
 
I turned around, and there was this big mummy standing next to us!




•
 
I've got this problem and I need help.














III.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
to the degree or extent indicated




•
 
they can't handle a job this big




•
 
he's not used to this much attention.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
this and that (or this, that, and the other)








‹informal›

 various unspecified things




•
 
they stayed up chatting about this and that.















2.
 
this here








‹informal›

 used to draw attention emphatically to someone or something




•
 
I've slept in this here bed for forty years.





















– origin

 Old English, neuter of 
thes

 ; related to that
 and the
 .





Thisbe

 
/ˈTHizbē /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







a Babylonian girl, lover of Pyramus.









thistle

 
/ˈTHisəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely distributed herbaceous plant of the daisy family, which typically has a prickly stem and leaves and rounded heads of purple flowers.

[
Carlina

 , 
Cirsium

 , 
Carduus

 , and other genera, family 
Compositae

 : numerous species, including 
bull thistle

 (
Cirsium vulgare

 ) and 
nodding thistle

 (
Carduus nutans

 ).]




2.
 
a thistle as the Scottish national emblem.

[This is usually identified as the 
Scotch thistle

 (
Onopordum acanthium

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





thistly

 
/ˈTHis(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thistel

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
distel

 and German 
Distel

 .





thistledown

 
/ˈTHisəlˌdoun/






noun




light fluffy down that is attached to thistle seeds, enabling them to be blown about in the wind.













this-worldly






adjective




relating to or concerned with the physical or material world, as opposed to a spiritual one




•
 
his distrust of this-worldly pleasures.




















thither

 
/ˈT͟HiT͟Hər/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 to or toward that place




•
 
no trickery had been necessary to attract him thither.

















– origin

 Old English 
thider

 , alteration (by association with hither
 ) of 
thæder

 , of Germanic origin; related to that
 and the
 .






Thívai

 
/ˈTHēve/






modern Greek name for Thebes
 (
sense

 2).









thixotropy

 
/THikˈsätrəpē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 the property of becoming less viscous when subjected to an applied stress, shown for example by some gels that become temporarily fluid when shaken or stirred.








II.
 
derivatives





thixotropic

 
/ˌTHiksəˈträpik, -ˈtrōpik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from Greek 
thixis

 ‘touching’ + 
tropē

 ‘turning.’





THM






abbreviation





trihalomethane
 .













Th.M.






abbreviation




Master of Theology.













tho

 
/T͟Hō /

 
tho’






conjunction, adverb




informal spelling of though
 .













thole

 
/THōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Scottish)

 
‹archaic›

 endure (something) without complaint or resistance; tolerate.











– origin

 Old English 
tholian

 , of Germanic origin.





thole pin





I.
 
noun




a pin, typically one of a pair, fitted to the gunwale of a rowboat to act as the fulcrum for an oar.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dol

 .





Thomas, Clarence

 
/ˈtäməs/






(1948–), US Supreme Court associate justice 1991– . He chaired the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 1982–90 and was a judge on the US Court of Appeals before being nominated to replace Thurgood Marshall on the Court. His appointment was approved only after a lengthy and controversial Senate hearing in which he had to respond to charges of sexual harassment brought by former colleague Anita Hill (1956–).









Thomas, Danny






(1914–91), US television producer and actor; born 
Muzyad Yahkoob

 (anglicized to 
Amos Jacobs

 ). He starred in the television series 
Make Room for Daddy

 1953–64 and 
The Danny Thomas Hour

 1967–68. He also was known for his sponsorship of St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee.









Thomas, Dylan






(1914–53), Welsh poet; full name 
Dylan Marlais Thomas

 . In 1953, on radio, he narrated 
Under Milk Wood

 , a portrait of a small Welsh town, interspersing poetic alliterative prose with songs and ballads. Other notable works: 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog

 (prose, 1940).









Thomas, Norman






(1884–1968), US social reformer, minister, and politician; full name 
Norman Mattoon Thomas

 . A minister 1911–31, he helped found the American Civil Liberties Union 1920 and was a Socialist Party presidential candidate six times between 1928 and 1948.









Thomas, St.






an apostle; known as 
Doubting Thomas

 . He earned his nickname by saying that he would not believe that Jesus had risen again until he had seen and touched his wounds (John 20:24–29). Feast day, December 21.










Thomas à Kempis

 
/ˌtäməs ə ˈkempəs/






(
c.

 1380–1471), German theologian; born 
Thomas Hemerken

 . He is the probable author of 
On the Imitation of Christ

 (
c.

 1415–24), a manual of spiritual devotion.









Thomas Aquinas, St.

 
/ˈtäməs əˈkwīnəs/






see Aquinas, St. Thomas
 .









Thomas More, St.






see More, Sir Thomas
 .









Thomism

 
/ˈtōmˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the theology of Thomas Aquinas or of his followers.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Thomist

 
/ˈtōməst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
Thomistic

 
/təˈmistik /






adjective





















Thompson, Emma

 
/ˈtäm(p)sən/






(1959–), English actress and writer. Her movies include 
Howard's End

 (1992), 
Much Ado about Nothing

 (1993), and 
Sense and Sensibility

 (1995), for which she also wrote the adapted screenplay.









Thompson, Francis






(1859–1907), English poet. His work, such as 
“The Hound of Heaven”

 (1893), contains powerful imagery to convey intense religious experience.









Thompson, Sir John

 
/ˈtämpsən/






(1845–94), Canadian Conservative statesman; prime minister 1892–94; full name 
John Sparrow David Thompson

 .









Thompson, Smith






(1768–1843), US Supreme Court associate justice 1823–43. Appointed to the Court by President Monroe, he was an advocate of states' rights.









Thomson's gazelle





I.
 
noun




a light brown gazelle with a conspicuous dark band along the flanks, living in large herds on the open plains of East Africa.

[
Gazella thomsonii

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Joseph 
Thomson

 (1858–94), Scottish explorer.






thong

 
/THôNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a narrow strip of leather or other material, used especially as a fastening or as the lash of a whip.




2.
 
an item of clothing fastened by or including a narrow strip of leather or cloth, in particular




3.
 
a skimpy bathing suit or pair of underpants like a G-string.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 another term for flip-flop
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 flog or lash (someone) with a whip.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thonged






adjective













2.
 
thongy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thwang

 , 
thwong

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Zwang

 ‘compulsion.’ Compare with whang
 .






Thor

 
/THôr /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the god of thunder, the weather, agriculture, and the home, the son of Odin and Freya (Frigga). Thursday is named after him.









thoraces

 
/ˈTHôrəˌsēz/






plural form of thorax
 .









thoracic

 
/THəˈrasik/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 of or relating to the thorax.













thoracic duct






noun






[Anatomy]

 the main vessel of the lymphatic system, passing upward in front of the spine and draining into the left innominate vein near the base of the neck.













thoracic vertebra






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the twelve bones of the backbone to which the ribs are attached.













thoracolumbar

 
/ˌTHôrəkəˈləmbər/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the thoracic and lumbar regions of the spine.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 denoting the sympathetic nervous system.













thoracotomy

 
/ˌTHôrəˈkädəmē/





I.
 
noun




surgical incision into the chest wall.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
thōrax

 , 
thorāc-

 ‘chest’ + -tomy
 .






thorax

 
/ˈTHôrˌaks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the part of the body of a mammal between the neck and the abdomen, including the cavity enclosed by the ribs, breastbone, and dorsal vertebrae, and containing the chief organs of circulation and respiration; the chest.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Zoology]

 the corresponding part of a bird, reptile, amphibian, or fish.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Entomology]

 the middle section of the body of an insect, between the head and the abdomen, bearing the legs and wings.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek 
thōrax

 .





Thorazine

 
/ˈTHôrəˌzēn/





I.
 
noun




trademark for chlorpromazine
 .











– origin

 1950s: formed from elements of the systematic name.





Thoreau, Henry David

 
/THəˈrō, THôˈrō, ˈTHôrō/






(1817–62), US essayist and poet. A key proponent of transcendentalism, he is best known for 
Walden, or Life in the Woods

 (1854), an account of a two-year experiment in self-sufficiency. His essay on civil disobedience (1849) influenced Mahatma Gandhi's policy of passive resistance.









thoria

 
/ˈTHôrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 thorium dioxide, a white refractory solid used in making gas mantles and other materials for high-temperature applications.

[Chem. formula: ThO2
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from thorium
 , on the pattern of words such as 
alumina

 and 
magnesia

 .






thorium

 
/ˈTHôrēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Th

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 90, a white radioactive metal of the actinide series.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after the god Thor
 .






thorn

 
/THôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a stiff, sharp-pointed, straight or curved woody projection on the stem or other part of a plant.




2.
 
a source of discomfort, annoyance, or difficulty; an irritation or an obstacle




•
 
the issue has become a thorn in renewing the peace talks.







See also a thorn in someone's side
 below.




3.
 
(also 
thorn bush

 or 
thorn tree

 )
 — a thorny bush, shrub, or tree, especially a hawthorn.




4.
 
an Old English and Icelandic runic letter, Þ or þ, representing the dental fricatives and . In English it was eventually superseded by the digraph 
th

 .

[so named from the word of which it was the first letter.]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
there is no rose without a thorn








‹proverb›

 every apparently desirable situation has its share of trouble or difficulty.









2.
 
a thorn in someone's side (or flesh)






a source of continual annoyance or trouble




•
 
the pastor has long been a thorn in the side of the regime.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thornless

 
/ˈTHôrnləs /






adjective





thorn
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
thornproof

 
/ˈTHôrnˌpro͞of /






adjective





thorn
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
doorn

 and German 
Dorn

 .






Thorn

 
/tôrn/






German name for Toruń
 .










thorn apple

 
/ˈTHôrn ˌapəl/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for jimson weed
 .













thornback

 
/ˈTHôrnbak /

 
thornback ray






noun




a ray of shallow inshore waters that has spines on the back and tail, in particular

[● a prickly skinned European ray that is often eaten as “skate” (
Raja clavata

 , family 
Rajidae

 ). ● a ray that lives in the warm waters of the Pacific (
Platyrhinoidis triseriata

 , family 
Platyrhinidae

 ).]













Thornton

 
/ˈTHôrn(t)n/






a city in north central Colorado, just northeast of Denver; pop. 113,429 (est. 2008).









thorny

 
/ˈTHôrnē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having many thorns or thorn bushes.




2.
 
causing distress, difficulty, or trouble




•
 
a thorny problem for our team to solve.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thornily

 
/-nəlē /






adverb













2.
 
thorniness






noun





















thorny-headed worm






noun




a parasitic worm with a thornlike proboscis for attachment to the gut of vertebrates.

[Phylum 
Acanthocephala

 .]













thorny oyster






noun




a bivalve mollusk of warm seas, whose pinkish-brown shell is heavily ribbed and bears blunt or flattened spines.

[Family 
Spondylidae

 : 
Spondylus

 and other genera.]













thorough

 
/ˈTHərō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
complete with regard to every detail; not superficial or partial




•
 
planners need a thorough understanding of the subject.










2.
 
performed or written with great care and completeness




•
 
officers have made a thorough examination of the wreckage.










3.
 
taking pains to do something carefully and completely




•
 
the Canadian authorities are very thorough.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — absolute (used to emphasize the degree of something, typically something unwelcome or unpleasant)




•
 
the child is being a thorough nuisance.














II.
 
derivatives





thoroughness

 
/ˈTHərənəs ˈTHərōnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
thuruh

 , alteration of 
thurh

 ‘through.’ Original use was as an adverb and preposition, in senses of 
through

 . The adjective dates from the late 15th cent., when it also had the sense ‘that goes or extends through something,’ surviving in 
thoroughfare

 .





thorough bass

 
/ˈTHərō ˌbās/






noun






[Music]

 basso continuo (see continuo
 ).













thoroughbred

 
/ˈTHərōˌbred/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a horse) of pure breed, especially of a breed originating from English mares and Arab stallions and widely used as racehorses.




2.
 


‹informal›

 of outstanding quality




•
 
this thoroughbred car affords the luxury of three spoilers.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a horse of a thoroughbred breed.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an outstanding or first-class person or thing




•
 
this is a real thoroughbred of a record.



















thoroughfare

 
/ˈTHərōˌfer ˈTHərəˌfer/






noun



1.
 
a road or path forming a route between two places.




2.
 
a main road in a town.













thoroughgoing

 
/THərōˈɡōiNG ˈTHərəˌɡōiNG/






adjective



1.
 
involving or attending to every detail or aspect of something




•
 
a thoroughgoing reform of the whole economy.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — exemplifying a specified characteristic fully; absolute




•
 
a thoroughgoing chocoholic.



















thoroughly

 
/ˈTHərəlē ˈTHərōlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a thorough manner




•
 
he searched the house thoroughly.










2.
 
very much; greatly




•
 
I thoroughly enjoyed the day




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she was soon thoroughly bored.



















thorough-paced

 
/ˈTHərəˌpāst/






adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 highly skilled or trained.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 absolute (used to emphasize the degree to which someone or something exemplifies a characteristic).













thoroughpin

 
/ˈTHərəˌpin/






noun




a swelling of the tendon sheath above the hock of a horse, which may be pressed from inside to outside and vice versa.














thorp

 
/THôrp /

 
thorpe





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 (in place names) a village or hamlet




•
 
Scunthorpe.

















– origin

 Old English 
thorp

 , 
throp

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dorp

 and German 
Dorf

 .





Thorpe, Jim

 
/THôrp/






(1888–1953), US athlete; full name 
James Francis Thorpe

 . After starring as an All-American football player at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School 1911–12, he won Olympic gold medals in the pentathlon and decathlon 1912 and played baseball 1913–19 and football 1917–29 professionally. Although he was required to return his Olympic medals because he had played semi-professional baseball in 1909, they were returned to his family in 1984.









Thorvaldsen, Bertel

 
/ˈto͝orˌvälsən /

 
Thorwaldsen






(
c.

 1770–1844), Danish neoclassical sculptor. Major works include a statue of Jason (1803) in Rome and the tomb of Pius VII (1824–31).









Thos.






abbreviation




Thomas.













those

 
/T͟Hōz/






plural form of that
 .










Thoth

 
/THôTH, tōt /

 

‹Egyptian Mythology›







a moon god, the god of wisdom, justice, and writing, patron of the sciences, and messenger of Ra.










thou1


 
/T͟Hou/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
second person singular

 ]


1.
 
archaic or dialect form of you
 , as the singular subject of a verb:




•
 
thou art fair, o my beloved.







Compare with thee
 .











– origin

 Old English 
thu

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
du

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
tu

 . / 
usage:

 In modern English, the personal pronoun 
you

 (together with the possessives 
your

 and 
yours

 ) covers a number of uses: it is both singular and plural, both objective and subjective, and both formal and familiar. This has not always been the case. In Old English and Middle English, some of these different functions of 
you

 were supplied by different words. Thus, 
thou

 was at one time the singular subjective case (
thou

 art a beast), while 
thee

 was the singular objective case (he cares not for 
thee

 ). In addition, the form 
thy

 (modern equivalent 
your

 ) was the singular possessive determiner, and 
thine

 (modern equivalent 
yours

 ) the singular possessive pronoun, both corresponding to 
thee

 . The forms 
you

 and 
ye

 , on the other hand, were at one time reserved for plural uses. By the 19th century, these forms were universal in standard English for both singular and plural, polite and familiar. In present day use, 
thou

 , 
thee

 , 
thy

 , and 
thine

 survive in certain religious groups and in some traditional British dialects, but otherwise are found only in archaic contexts.





thou2


 
/THou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a thousand.




2.
 


‹informal›

 one thousandth of an inch.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.






though

 
/T͟Hō/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
despite the fact that; although




•
 
though they were speaking in undertones, Philip could hear them.










2.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — even if (introducing a possibility)




•
 
you will be informed of its progress, slow though that may be.










3.
 
however; but (introducing something opposed to or qualifying what has just been said)




•
 
her first name was Rose, though no one called her that.














II.
 
adverb




however (indicating that a factor qualifies or imposes restrictions on what was said previously)




•
 
I was hunting for work. Jobs were scarce though.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as though






see as
 1
 .









2.
 
even though






see even
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English 
thēah

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
doch

 ; superseded in Middle English by forms from Old Norse 
thó

 , 
thau

 . / 
usage:

 On the differences in use between 
though

 and 
although

 , see usage at although
 .





thought1


 
/THôt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an idea or opinion produced by thinking or occurring suddenly in the mind




•
 
Maggie had a sudden thought




•
 
I asked him if he had any thoughts on how it had happened




•
 
Mrs. Oliver's first thought was to get help.










2.
 
(
one's thoughts

 )
 — one's mind or attention




•
 
he's very much 
in our thoughts

 and prayers.










3.
 
an act of considering or remembering someone or something




•
 
she hadn't 
given a thought to

 Max for some time.










4.
 
(usu. 
thought of

 )
 — an intention, hope, or idea of doing or receiving something




•
 
he had given up all thoughts of making Manhattan his home.










5.
 
the action or process of thinking




•
 
Sophie sat deep 
in thought

 .










6.
 
the formation of opinions, especially as a philosophy or system of ideas, or the opinions so formed




•
 
the freedom of thought and action




•
 
the traditions of Western thought.










7.
 
careful consideration or attention




•
 
I haven't 
given

 it much 
thought

 .










8.
 
concern for another's well-being or convenience




•
 
he is carrying on the life of a single man, with 
no thought for

 me.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
don't give it another thought








‹informal›

 used to tell someone not to worry when they have apologized for something.









2.
 
it's the thought that counts








‹informal›

 used to indicate that it is the kindness behind an act that matters, however imperfect or insignificant the act may be.









3.
 
a second thought






[with 
negative

 ]
 — more than the slightest consideration




•
 
not one of them 
gave a second thought to

 the risks involved.















4.
 
take thought








‹dated›

 reflect or consider.









5.
 
that's a thought!








‹informal›

 used to express approval of a comment or suggestion.















– origin

 Old English 
thōht

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gedachte

 , also to think
 .





thought2


 
/THôt/






past and past participle of think
 .









thought control






noun




the attempt to restrict ideas and impose opinions through censorship and the control of school curricula.













thoughtcrime

 
/ˈTHôtkrīm/






noun




an instance of unorthodox or controversial thinking, considered as a criminal offense or as socially unacceptable




•
 
academia is pandering to politicized pressure groups with courses on feminism and homosexuality, and persecuting colleagues who are guilty of thoughtcrimes.



















thought disorder






noun






[Psychiatry]

 a disorder of cognitive organization, characteristic of psychotic mental illness, in which thoughts and conversation appear illogical and lacking in sequence and may be delusional or bizarre in content.













thought experiment






noun




an experiment carried out only in the imagination.














thought form






noun

 — (often 
thought forms

 )


1.
 
(especially in Christian theology) a combination of presuppositions, imagery, and vocabulary current at a particular time or place and forming the context for thinking on a subject.













thoughtful

 
/ˈTHôtfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
absorbed in or involving thought




•
 
brows drawn together in thoughtful consideration.










2.
 
showing consideration for the needs of other people




•
 
he was attentive and thoughtful




•
 
how very 
thoughtful of

 you!










3.
 
showing careful consideration or attention




•
 
her work is thoughtful and provocative.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thoughtfully

 
/ˈTHôtfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
thoughtfulness

 
/ˈTHôtfəlnəs /






noun





















thought leader






noun




one whose views on a subject are taken to be authoritative and influential.













thoughtless

 
/ˈTHôtləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) not showing consideration for the needs of other people




•
 
it was 
thoughtless of

 her to have rushed out and not said where she would be going.










2.
 
without consideration of the possible consequences




•
 
to think a few minutes of thoughtless pleasure could end in this.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thoughtlessly

 
/ˈTHôtləslē /






adverb













2.
 
thoughtlessness

 
/ˈTHôtləsnəs /






noun





















thought pattern






noun



1.
 
a habit of thinking in a particular way, using particular assumptions.




2.
 
a quality characterizing someone's thought processes as expressed in language




•
 
thought patterns such as overgeneralization and illogicality.










3.
 
another term for thought form
 .













thought police






noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a group of people who aim or are seen as aiming to suppress ideas that deviate from the way of thinking that they believe to be correct.













thought-provoking

 
/ˈTHôt prəˌvōkiNG/






adjective




stimulating careful consideration or attention




•
 
thought-provoking questions.



















thought reform






noun




the systematic alteration of a person's mode of thinking, especially (in communist China) a process of individual political indoctrination.













thought transference

 
/THôt tran(t)sˈfərəns ˈtran(t)sfər(ə)ns ˈtran(t)sfrəns/






noun




another term for telepathy
 .













thought wave






noun




a supposed pattern of energy by which it is claimed that thoughts are transferred from one person to another.













thousand

 
/ˈTHouz(ə)nd/





I.
 
cardinal number

 — (
a/one thousand

 )


1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
m

 , 
M

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of a hundred and ten; 1,000




•
 
a thousand meters




•
 
two thousand acres




•
 
thousands have been killed.










2.
 
(
thousands

 )
 — the numbers from one thousand to 9,999




•
 
the cost of repairs could be in the thousands.










3.
 
(usu. 
thousands

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 an unspecified large number




•
 
you'll meet thousands of girls before you find the one you like




•
 
I have imagined it a thousand times.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thousandfold

 
/ˈTHouzn(d)ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb













2.
 
thousandth

 
/ˈTHouzn(t)TH /






ordinal number



















– origin

 Old English 
thūsend

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
duizend

 and German 
Tausend

 .






Thousand and One Nights






another name for Arabian Nights
 .









Thousand Island dressing

 
/ˈTHouznd ˈīlənd ˈdresiNG/






noun




a dressing for salad or seafood consisting of mayonnaise with ketchup and chopped pickles.













Thousand Islands





I.
 
a group of about 1,500 islands in a widening of the St. Lawrence River, just below Kingston, Ontario, Canada. Some of the islands belong to Canada and some to the US.




II.
 
a group of about 100 small islands off the northern coast of Java that form part of Indonesia.

Indonesian name Pulau Seribu
 .









Thousand Oaks






an industrial city in southwestern California, northwest of Los Angeles; pop. 123,091 (est. 2008).









thousand-yard stare






noun




a vacant or unfocused gaze into the distance, seen as characteristic of a war-weary or traumatized soldier.













thp

 
t.hp.






abbreviation




thrust horsepower.













Thrace

 
/THrās/






an ancient country that was west of the Black Sea and north of the Aegean Sea. It is now divided between Turkey, Bulgaria, and Greece.









Thracian

 
/ˈTHrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the ancient country of Thrace or its people




•
 
the patriarchal structure of Thracian society.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the ancient country of Thrace




•
 
he was dragged into the circus to fight against a Thracian.




















thrall

 
/THrôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 the state of being in someone's power or having great power over someone




•
 
she was 
in thrall to

 her abusive husband.










2.
 


‹literary›

 
‹historical›

 a slave, servant, or captive.








II.
 
derivatives





thralldom

 
/ˈTHrôlˌdəm /

 
thraldom






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
thrǣl

 ‘slave,’ from Old Norse 
thræll

 .






thrash

 
/THraSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat (a person or animal) repeatedly and violently with a stick or whip




•
 
she thrashed him across the head and shoulders




•
 (as 
noun

 
thrashing

 )
 
what he needs is a good thrashing.










2.
 
hit (something) hard and repeatedly




•
 
the wind screeched and the mast thrashed the deck.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a violent and convulsive way




•
 
he lay on the ground 
thrashing around

 in pain




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she thrashed her arms, attempting to swim.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
thrash around

 )
 — struggle in a wild or desperate way to do something




•
 
two months of thrashing around on my own have produced nothing.










5.
 


‹informal›

 defeat (someone) heavily in a contest or match




•
 
I thrashed Pete at cards




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
the Braves were thrashed 8–1 by the Mets.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with brute determination or violent movements




•
 
I wrench the steering wheel back and thrash on up the hill.










7.
 
rare term for thresh
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a violent or noisy movement, typically involving hitting something repeatedly




•
 
the thrash of the waves.










2.
 
(also 
thrash metal

 )
 — a style of fast, loud, harsh-sounding rock music, combining elements of punk and heavy metal.




3.
 
a short, fast, loud piece or passage of rock music.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





thrash something out





a.
 
discuss something thoroughly and honestly.

















– origin

 Old English, variant of thresh
 (an early sense). Current senses of the noun date from the mid 19th cent.





thrasher1


 
/ˈTHraSHər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that thrashes.




2.
 
archaic spelling of thresher
 (
sense

 1).













thrasher2


 
/ˈTHraSHər/





I.
 
noun




a thrushlike American songbird of the mockingbird family, with mainly brown or gray plumage, a long tail, and a down-curved bill.

[Family 
Mimidae

 : five genera, in particular 
Toxostoma

 , and several species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps from English dialect 
thrusher

 , 
thresher

 ‘thrush.’





thrawn

 
/THrôn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(Scottish)

 perverse; ill-tempered




•
 
your mother's looking a bit thrawn this morning.










2.
 


(Scottish)

 twisted; crooked




•
 
a slightly thrawn neck.

















– origin

 late Middle English: Scots form of 
thrown

 (see throw
 ), in the obsolete sense ‘twisted, wrung.’






thread

 
/THred/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thin strand of cotton, nylon, or other fibers used in sewing or weaving.




2.
 
cotton, nylon, or other fibers spun into long, thin strands and used for sewing.




3.
 
(
threads

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 clothes.




4.
 
a thing resembling a thread in length or thinness, in particular




5.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a long, thin line or piece of something




•
 
the river was a thread of silver below them.










6.
 
a theme or characteristic, typically forming one of several, running throughout a situation or piece of writing




•
 
a 
common thread

 running through the scandals was the failure to conduct audits.










7.
 
a group of linked messages posted on an Internet forum that share a common subject or theme.




8.
 
a programming structure or process formed by linking a number of separate elements or subroutines, especially each of the tasks executed concurrently in multithreading.




9.
 
(also 
screw thread

 )
 — a helical ridge on the outside of a screw, bolt, etc., or on the inside of a cylindrical hole, to allow two parts to be screwed together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass a thread through the eye of (a needle) or through the needle and guides of (a sewing machine).




2.
 
pass (a long, thin object or piece of material) through something and into the required position for use




•
 
he threaded the rope through a pulley.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move carefully or skillfully in and out of obstacles




•
 
she 
threaded her way

 through the tables.










4.
 
interweave or intersperse as if with threads




•
 
his hair had become ill-kempt and 
threaded with

 gray.










5.
 
put (beads, chunks of food, or other small objects) together or singly on a thread, chain, or skewer that runs through the center of each one




•
 
Connie sat threading beads.










6.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
threaded

 )
 — cut a screw thread in or on (a hole, screw, or other object).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
hang by a thread






be in a highly precarious state.









2.
 
lose the (or one's) thread






be unable to follow what someone is saying or remember what one is going to say next.












IV.
 
derivatives





threadlike

 
/ˈTHredˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thrǣd

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
draad

 and German 
Draht

 , also to the verb throw
 . The verb dates from late Middle English.





threadbare

 
/ˈTHredber/






adjective



1.
 
(of cloth, clothing, or soft furnishings) becoming thin and tattered with age




•
 
shabby rooms with threadbare carpets.










2.
 
(of a person, building, or room) poor or shabby in appearance.




3.
 
(of an argument, excuse, idea, etc.) used so often that it is no longer effective




•
 
the song was a tissue of threadbare clichés.



















threader

 
/ˈTHredər/






noun



1.
 
a device for passing a thread through the needle and guides of a sewing machine.




2.
 
a factory worker who attaches spools of yarn to a loom.




3.
 
a device for cutting a spiral ridge on the outside of a screw or the inside of a hole.













threadfin

 
/ˈTHredˌfin/






noun




a tropical marine fish that has long streamers or rays arising from its pectoral fins, locally important as a food fish.

[Family 
Polynemidae

 : several genera and species.]













threading

 
/ˈTHrediNG/






noun



1.
 
a process in which unwanted facial hair is removed by using twisted cotton thread to pull the hair from the follicle.




2.
 


[Computing]

 the system by which consecutive messages relating to a single subject on a message board or newsgroup are stored for retrieval.













threadworm

 
/ˈTHredˌwərm/






noun




a very slender parasitic nematode worm, especially a pinworm.













thready

 
/ˈTHredē/






adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or resembling a thread.




2.
 
(of a sound, especially the voice) scarcely audible




•
 
he managed a thready whisper.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a person's pulse) scarcely perceptible.














threat

 
/THret/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement of an intention to inflict pain, injury, damage, or other hostile action on someone in retribution for something done or not done




•
 
members of her family have received 
death threats

 .










2.
 


[Law]

 a menace of bodily harm, such as may restrain a person's freedom of action.




3.
 
a person or thing likely to cause damage or danger




•
 
hurricane damage poses a major 
threat to

 many coastal communities.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the possibility of trouble, danger, or ruin




•
 
the company faces the threat of bankruptcy




•
 
thousands of railroad jobs came 
under threat

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
thrēat

 ‘oppression,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
verdrieten

 ‘grieve,’ German 
verdriessen

 ‘irritate.’





threaten

 
/ˈTHretn/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
state one's intention to take hostile action against someone in retribution for something done or not done


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the unions threatened a general strike




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
she made a scene and Tom threatened to leave




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“I might sue for damages,” he threatened.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express one's intention to harm or kill (someone)




•
 
the men 
threatened

 the customers 
with

 a handgun.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone or something) to be vulnerable or at risk; endanger




•
 
a broken finger threatened his career




•
 
one of four hospitals 
threatened with

 closure.










4.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — (of a situation or weather conditions) seem likely to produce an unpleasant or unwelcome result




•
 
the dispute threatened to spread to other cities




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the air was raw and threatened rain.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of something undesirable) seem likely to occur




•
 
unless war threatened, national politics remained the focus of attention.














II.
 
derivatives





threatener

 
/ˈTHretnər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
thrēatnian

 ‘urge or induce, esp. by using threats,’ from 
thrēat

 (see threat
 ).





threatening

 
/ˈTHretniNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a hostile or deliberately frightening quality or manner




•
 
her mother had received a threatening letter.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of behavior) showing an intention to cause bodily harm.




3.
 
(of a person or situation) causing someone to feel vulnerable or at risk




•
 
she was a type he found threatening.










4.
 
(of weather conditions) indicating that bad weather is likely




•
 
black threatening clouds.














II.
 
derivatives





threateningly

 
/ˈTHretniNGlē /






adverb






















three

 
/THrē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
iii

 , 
III

 )
 — equivalent to the sum of one and two; one more than two; 3




•
 
her three children




•
 
a crew of three




•
 
a three-bedroom house




•
 
all three of them are buried there.










2.
 
a group or unit of three people or things




•
 
students clustered in twos or threes.










3.
 
three years old




•
 
she is only three.










4.
 
three o'clock




•
 
I'll come at three.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by three.




6.
 
a playing card or domino with three pips.











– origin

 Old English 
thrīe

 (masculine), 
thrīo

 , 
thrēo

 (feminine), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
drie

 and German 
drei

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
tres

 and Greek 
treis

 .






three-card monte






noun




a game traditionally associated with con men, in which the dealer shows the player three cards then moves them around face-down, the player being obliged to pick the specified card from among the three.













three cheers






plural noun




see cheer
 .













three-color process






noun






[Photography]

 a means of reproducing natural colors by combining photographic images in the three primary colors.













three-cornered

 
/ˈTHrē ˈˌkôrnərd/






adjective



1.
 
triangular.




2.
 
(especially of a contest) between three people or groups.













three-cushion billiards






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a type of billiards in which the cue ball must strike one object ball and three or more cushions before the second object ball.













three-decker

 
/ˈTHrēˌdekər/






noun



1.
 
a thing with three levels or layers


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
three-decker sandwiches.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a sailing warship with three gun decks.













three-dimensional

 
/ˌTHrēdəˈmen(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or appearing to have length, breadth, and depth




•
 
a three-dimensional object.










2.
 
(of a literary or dramatic work) sufficiently full in characterization and representation of events to be believable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
three-dimensionality

 
/diˌmenSHəˈnalətē /






noun













2.
 
three-dimensionally






adverb





















threefold

 
/ˈTHrēˌfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
three times as great or as numerous




•
 
a threefold increase in the number of stolen cars.










2.
 
having three parts or elements




•
 
the differences are threefold.














II.
 
adverb




by three times; to three times the number or amount




•
 
the aftershocks intensify threefold each time.



















three-legged race

 
/ˌTHrēˈleɡəd ˌrās/






noun




a race run by pairs of people, one member of each pair having their left leg tied to the right leg of the other.













Three Mile Island






an island in the Susquehanna River near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, site of a nuclear power station. In 1979, an accident caused damage to the reactor core, provoking strong reactions against the nuclear industry in the US.









three-mile limit






noun






[Law]

 the outer boundary of the area extending 3 miles (4.8 km) out to sea from the coast of a state or country, considered to be within its jurisdiction.













three-parent






adjective






[Genetics]

 containing a chromosomal complement from a mother and father and the mitochondrial DNA from the egg of a donor




•
 
three-parent embryos.



















three-peat

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
win a particular sports championship three times, especially consecutively




•
 
the Bulls rate as the favorite to three-peat.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a third win of a particular sports championship, especially the third of three consecutive wins




•
 
all eyes were on the 49ers' bid for a three-peat.

















– origin

 1980s: from three
 + a shortened form of repeat
 .





threepence

 
/ˈTHrepəns ˈTHrēˌpens/






noun






(Brit.)

 the sum of three pence, especially before decimalization (1971).













threepenny

 
/ˈTHrēˌpenē ˈTHriˌp(ə)nē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 costing or worth three pence, especially before decimalization (1971).




2.
 


(Brit.)

 trifling or paltry; of little worth




•
 
a threepenny production.



















three-phase

 
/ˈTHrēˌfāz/






adjective




(of an electric generator, motor, or other device) designed to supply or use simultaneously three separate alternating currents of the same voltage, but with phases differing by a third of a period.













three-piece

 
/ˈTHrē ˈˌpēs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of three separate and complementary items, in particular




2.
 
(of a set of furniture) consisting of a sofa and two armchairs.




3.
 
(of a set of clothes) consisting of slacks or a skirt with a vest and jacket.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a set of three separate and complementary items.




2.
 
a group consisting of three musicians.













three-ply

 
/ˈTHrēˌplī/





I.
 
adjective




(of material) having three layers or strands.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
knitting wool made of three strands.




2.
 
plywood made by gluing together three layers with the grain in different directions.













three-point landing

 
/ˈTHrē ˌpoint ˈlandiNG/






noun




a landing of an aircraft on the two main wheels and the tailwheel or skid simultaneously.













three-point turn

 
/ˈTHrē ˌpoin(t) ˈtərn/






noun




a method of turning a vehicle around in a narrow space by moving forward, backward, and forward again in a sequence of arcs.













three-quarter

 
/ˈˌTHrē ˈkwôrdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of three quarters of something (used especially with reference to size or length)




•
 
a three-quarter length cashmere coat.










2.
 
(of a view or depiction of a person's face) at an angle between full face and profile.













three-ring circus

 
/ˈTHrē ˌriNG ˈsərkəs/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a public spectacle, especially one with little substance




•
 
his attempt at a dignified resignation turned into a three-ring circus.



















threescore

 
/ˌTHrēˈskôr/






cardinal number






‹literary›

 sixty.













Three Sisters






glacier-covered volcanic peaks in west central Oregon, in the Cascade Range, in a noted wilderness area.









threesome

 
/ˈTHrēsəm/






noun



1.
 
a group of three people engaged in the same activity.




2.
 
a game or activity for three people.




3.
 
an occasion on which three people engage in sexual activity together.




•
 
he tried to convince some newlyweds to have a threesome with him.



















three-star

 
/THrē stär/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a hotel or restaurant) given three stars in a grading system, typically one in which this denotes a high or average class or quality (four- or five-star denoting the highest standard).




2.
 
(in the US armed services) having or denoting the rank of lieutenant general, distinguished by three stars on the uniform.













Three Stooges






a US comedy team, comprising various partners from the early 1930s to 1970. The most popular trio (1934–46) were 
Moe Howard

 (born 
Moses Horwitz

 ) (1897–1975), 
Curly Howard

 (Moe's brother; born 
Jerome Lester Horwitz

 ) (1903–52), and 
Larry Fine

 (born 
Louis Feinberg

 ) (1902–75). The Stooges' nearly 200 movie shorts include 
Men in Black

 (1934), 
Hold That Lion!

 (1947), and 
Quiz Whizz

 (1958).









three strikes





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 legislation providing that an offender's third felony is punishable by life imprisonment or another severe sentence.











– origin

 1990s: from the phrase 
three strikes and you're out

 (with allusion to baseball).





three-way

 
/ˈTHrē ˌwā/






adjective




involving three directions, processes, or participants




•
 
a three-way race for the presidency




•
 
a three-way switch.



















three-wheeler

 
/ˌTHrēˈ(h)wēlər/






noun




a vehicle with three wheels, especially a child's tricycle.














Three Wise Men






another name for Magi
 .









thremmatology

 
/ˌTHreməˈtäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the science of breeding animals and plants.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
thremma

 , 
thremmat-

 ‘nursling’ + -logy
 .





threnody

 
/ˈTHrenədē/





I.
 
noun




a lament.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
threnodial

 
/THrəˈnōdēəl /






adjective













2.
 
threnodic

 
/THrəˈnädik /






adjective













3.
 
threnodist

 
/ˈTHrenədəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
thrēnōidia

 , from 
thrēnos

 ‘wailing’ + 
ōidē

 ‘song.’





threonine

 
/ˈTHrēəˌnēn, -nin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophilic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: CH3
 CH(OH)CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 1930s: from 
threose

 (the name of a tetrose sugar) + -ine
 4
 .






thresh

 
/THreSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate grain from (a plant), typically with a flail or by the action of a revolving mechanism




•
 
machinery that can reap and thresh corn in the same process




•
 (as 
noun

 
threshing

 )
 
farm workers started the afternoon's threshing.










2.
 
variant spelling of thrash
 .











– origin

 Old English 
therscan

 , later 
threscan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dorsen

 and German 
dreschen

 . Compare with thrash
 .





thresher

 
/ˈTHreSHər/






noun



1.
 
a person or machine that separates grain from the plants by beating.




2.
 
(also 
thresher shark

 )
 — a surface-living shark with a long upper lobe to the tail. Threshers often hunt in pairs, lashing the water with their tails to herd fish into a tightly packed shoal.

[
Alopias vulpinus

 , family 
Alopidae

 .]













threshing floor

 
/ˈTHreSHiNG ˌflô(ə)r/






noun




a hard, level surface on which grain is threshed with a flail.













threshing machine

 
/ˈTHreSHiNG məˌSHēn/






noun




a power-driven machine for separating grain from plants.













threshold

 
/ˈTHreSHˌ(h)ōld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of wood, metal, or stone forming the bottom of a doorway and crossed in entering a house or room.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a point of entry or beginning




•
 
she was 
on the threshold

 of a dazzling career.










3.
 
the beginning of an airport runway on which an aircraft is attempting to land.




4.
 
the magnitude or intensity that must be exceeded for a certain reaction, phenomenon, result, or condition to occur or be manifested




•
 
nothing happens until the signal passes the threshold




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a threshold level.










5.
 
the maximum level of radiation or a concentration of a substance considered to be acceptable or safe




•
 
their water would meet the safety threshold of 50 milligrams of nitrates per liter.










6.
 


[Physiology]

 
[Psychology]

 a limit below which a stimulus causes no reaction




•
 
everyone has a different pain threshold.










7.
 
a level, rate, or amount at which something comes into effect




•
 
the tax threshold has risen to $10,492 of adjusted gross income.

















– origin

 Old English 
therscold

 , 
threscold

 ; related to German dialect 
Drischaufel

 ; the first element is related to thresh
 (in a Germanic sense ‘tread’), but the origin of the second element is unknown.





threw

 
/THro͞o/






past of throw
 .









thrice

 
/THrīs/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹literary›

 three times




•
 
a dose of 25 mg thrice daily.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly formal›

 
‹literary›

 extremely; very




•
 
I was thrice blessed.

















– origin

 Middle English 
thries

 , from earlier 
thrie

 (from Old English 
thrīga

 , related to three
 ) + -s
 3
 (later respelled 
-ce

 to denote the unvoiced sound); compare with once
 .






thrift

 
/THrift/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of using money and other resources carefully and not wastefully




•
 
the values of thrift and self-reliance.










2.
 


(US)

 another term for savings and loan
 .




3.
 
a European plant that forms low-growing tufts of slender leaves with rounded pink flower heads, growing chiefly on sea cliffs and mountains.

Also called sea pink
 . [
Armeria maritima

 , family 
Plumbaginaceae

 .]











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘prosperity, acquired wealth, success’): from Old Norse, from 
thrífa

 ‘grasp, get hold of.’ Compare with thrive
 .





thriftless

 
/ˈTHriftlis/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their behavior) spending money in an extravagant and wasteful way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thriftlessly

 
/ˈTHrif(t)lislē /






adverb













2.
 
thriftlessness

 
/ˈTHrif(t)ləsnəs /






noun





















thrift shop

 
/ˈTHrift ˌSHäp /

 
thrift store






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a store selling secondhand clothes and other household goods, typically to raise funds for a charitable institution.













thrifty

 
/ˈTHriftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their behavior) using money and other resources carefully and not wastefully.




2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 (of livestock or plants) strong and healthy.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 prosperous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thriftily

 
/ˈTHriftəlē /






adverb













2.
 
thriftiness

 
/ˈTHriftēnəs /






noun





















thrill

 
/THril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden feeling of excitement and pleasure




•
 
the thrill of jumping out of an airplane.










2.
 
an experience that produces a feeling of excitement and pleasure.




3.
 
a wave or nervous tremor of emotion or sensation




•
 
a thrill of excitement ran through her.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a throb or pulsation.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 a vibratory movement or resonance heard through a stethoscope.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to have a sudden feeling of excitement and pleasure




•
 
his kiss thrilled and excited her




•
 
I'm 
thrilled to death






•
 
they were 
thrilled to pieces






•
 (as 
adj.

 
thrilling

 )
 
a thrilling adventure.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — experience a feeling of excitement and pleasure




•
 


thrill to

 the magic of the world 's greatest guitarist.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an emotion or sensation) pass with a nervous tremor




•
 
the shock of alarm 
thrilled through

 her.










4.
 


‹literary›

 quiver or throb.








III.
 
phrases





thrills and chills






the excitement of dangerous sports or entertainments, as experienced by spectators.












IV.
 
derivatives





thrillingly

 
/ˈTHriliNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘pierce or penetrate’): alteration of dialect 
thirl

 ‘pierce, bore.’





thriller

 
/ˈTHrilər/






noun



1.
 
a novel, play, or movie with an exciting plot, typically involving crime or espionage.




2.
 
a very exciting contest or experience




•
 
a 17–14 overtime thriller against Tampa Bay.



















thrips

 
/THrips /

 
thrip





I.
 
noun




a minute black winged insect that sucks plant sap and can be a serious pest of ornamental and food plants when present in large numbers.

[Order 
Thysanoptera

 : many species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek, literally ‘woodworm.’






thrive

 
/THrīv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a child, animal, or plant) grow or develop well or vigorously




•
 
the new baby thrived.










2.
 
prosper; flourish




•
 
education groups 
thrive on

 organization




•
 (as 
adj.

 
thriving

 )
 
a thriving economy.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘grow, increase’): from Old Norse 
thrífask

 , reflexive of 
thrífa

 ‘grasp, get hold of.’ Compare with thrift
 .





thro'

 
/THro͞o /

 
thro






preposition, adverb, adjective




literary spelling of through
 .














throat

 
/THrōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the passage that leads from the back of the mouth of a person or animal.




2.
 
the front part of a person's or animal's neck, behind which the esophagus, trachea, and blood vessels serving the head are situated




•
 
a gold pendant gleamed at her throat.










3.
 


‹literary›

 a voice of a person or a songbird




•
 
from a hundred throats came the cry “Vive l'Empereur!”










4.
 
a thing compared to a throat, especially a narrow passage, entrance, or exit.




5.
 


[Sailing]

 the forward upper corner of a quadrilateral fore-and-aft sail.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be at each other's throats






(of people or organizations) quarrel or fight persistently.









2.
 
cut one's own throat






bring about one's own downfall by one's actions.









3.
 
force (or shove or ram) something down someone's throat






force ideas or material on a person's attention by repeatedly putting them forward.









4.
 
grab (or take) someone by the throat





a.
 
put one's hands around someone's throat, typically in an attempt to throttle them.




b.
 
(
grab something by the throat

 )
 — seize control of something




•
 
in the second half, the Huskies took the game by the throat.










c.
 
attract someone's undivided attention




•
 
the movie grabs you by the throat and refuses to let go.















5.
 
jump down someone's throat






see jump
 .









6.
 
stick in one's throat






see stick
 2
 .












III.
 
derivatives





throated

 
/THrōdəd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a full-throated baritone




•
 
a ruby-throated hummingbird

























– origin

 Old English 
throte

 , 
throtu

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Drossel

 . Compare with throttle
 .





throatlatch

 
/ˈTHrōtˌlaCH /

 
throatlash






noun




a strap passing under a horse's throat to help keep the bridle in position.













throaty

 
/ˈTHrōdē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a sound such as a person's voice or the noise of an engine) deep and rasping




•
 
rich, throaty laughter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
throatily

 
/ˈTHrōdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
throatiness

 
/ˈTHrōdēnəs /






noun





















throb

 
/THräb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat or sound with a strong, regular rhythm; pulsate steadily




•
 
the war drums throbbed




•
 


‹figurative›

 the crowded streets 
throbbed with

 life.










2.
 
feel pain in a series of regular beats




•
 
her foot 
throbbed with

 pain




•
 (as 
adj.

 
throbbing

 )
 
a throbbing headache.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a strong, regular beat or sound; a steady pulsation




•
 
the throb of the ship's engines.










2.
 
a feeling of pain in a series of regular beats.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably imitative.





throes

 
/THrōz/





I.
 
plural noun




intense or violent pain and struggle, especially accompanying birth, death, or great change




•
 
he convulsed in his 
death throes

 .














II.
 
phrases





in the throes of






in the middle of doing or dealing with something very difficult or painful




•
 
a friend was in the throes of a divorce.





















– origin

 Middle English 
throwe

 (singular); perhaps related to Old English 
thrēa

 , 
thrawu

 ‘calamity,’ influenced by 
thrōwian

 ‘suffer.’





Throgs Neck

 
/ˈTHrôɡz ˌnek, ˈTHräɡz/






a peninsula in the southeast Bronx in New York City that gives its name to a major bridge, which crosses Long Island South to Queens on Long Island.









thrombi

 
/ˈTHrämˌbī/






plural form of thrombus
 .









thrombin

 
/ˈTHrämbən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme in blood plasma that causes the clotting of blood by converting fibrinogen to fibrin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
thrombos

 ‘blood clot’ + -in
 1
 .





thrombo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to the clotting of blood




•
 
thromboembolism.

















– origin

 from Greek 
thrombos

 ‘blood clot.’






thrombocyte

 
/ˈTHrämbəˌsīt/






noun




another term for platelet
 .













thrombocytopenia

 
/ˌTHrämbōˌsīdəˈpēnēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 deficiency of platelets in the blood. This causes bleeding into the tissues, bruising, and slow blood clotting after injury.











– origin

 1920s: from thrombocyte
 + Greek 
penia

 ‘poverty.’





thromboembolism

 
/ˌTHrämbōˈembəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 obstruction of a blood vessel by a blood clot that has become dislodged from another site in the circulation.








II.
 
derivatives





thromboembolic

 
/-ˌemˈbälik /






adjective





















thrombophlebitis

 
/ˌTHrämbōfləˈbīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the wall of a vein with associated thrombosis, often occurring in the legs during pregnancy.













thromboplastin

 
/ˌTHrämbōˈplastən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme released from damaged cells, especially platelets, that converts prothrombin to thrombin during the early stages of blood coagulation.













thrombosis

 
/THrämˈbōsəs/





I.
 
noun




local coagulation or clotting of the blood in a part of the circulatory system




•
 
increased risk of thrombosis




•
 
he died of a coronary thrombosis.














II.
 
derivatives





thrombotic

 
/ˌTHrämˈbädik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
thrombōsis

 ‘curdling,’ from 
thrombos

 ‘blood clot.’





thromboxane

 
/THrämˈbäkˌsān/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone of the prostacyclin type released from blood platelets. It induces platelet aggregation and arterial constriction.














thrombus

 
/ˈTHrämbəs/





I.
 
noun




a blood clot formed in situ within the vascular system of the body and impeding blood flow.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
thrombos

 ‘lump, blood clot.’





throne

 
/THrōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ceremonial chair for a sovereign, bishop, or similar figure.




2.
 
(
the throne

 )
 — used to signify sovereign power




•
 
the heir to the throne.










3.
 


‹humorous›

 a toilet.




4.
 
(
thrones

 )
 — (in traditional Christian angelology) the third-highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be throned

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 place (someone) on a throne




•
 
the king was throned on a rock.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trone

 , via Latin from Greek 
thronos

 ‘elevated seat.’





throng

 
/THrôNG/





I.
 
noun




a large, densely packed crowd of people or animals




•
 
he pushed his way through the throng




•
 


a throng of

 birds.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a crowd) fill or be present in (a place or area)




•
 
a crowd thronged the station




•
 
the streets are 
thronged with

 people.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — flock or be present in great numbers




•
 
tourists thronged to the picturesque village.

















– origin

 Old English 
(ge)thrang

 ‘crowd, tumult,’ of Germanic origin. The early sense of the verb (Middle English) was ‘press violently, force one's way.’






throstle

 
/ˈTHrôsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 old-fashioned term for song thrush
 .




2.
 
(also 
throstle frame

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a machine for continuously spinning wool or cotton.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
turdus

 ‘thrush.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 19th cent. and was apparently named from the humming sound of the machine.






throttle

 
/ˈTHrädl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device controlling the flow of fuel or power to an engine




•
 
the engines were 
at full throttle

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a throat, gullet, or windpipe.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or kill (someone) by choking or strangling them




•
 
she was sorely tempted to throttle him




•
 


‹figurative›

 international sanctions were then throttling the country's economy.










2.
 
control (an engine or vehicle) with a throttle.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
throttle back

 or 
down

 )
 — reduce the power of an engine or vehicle by use of the throttle.








III.
 
derivatives





throttler

 
/ˈTHrätl-ər, ˈTHrätlər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): perhaps a frequentative, from throat
 ; the noun (sense 2, dating from the mid 16th cent.) is perhaps a diminutive of throat
 , but the history of the word is not clear.





throttlehold

 
/ˈTHrädlˌhōld/






noun




another term for stranglehold
 .














through

 
/THro͞o/





I.
 
preposition, adverb



1.
 
moving in one side and out of the other side of (an opening, channel, or location)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
stepping boldly through the doorway




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
as soon as we opened the gate, they came streaming through.










2.
 
so as to make a hole or opening in (a physical object)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
the truck smashed through a brick wall




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
a cucumber, slit, but not all the way through.










3.
 
moving around or from one side to the other within (a crowd or group)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
making my way through the guests.










4.
 
so as to be perceived from the other side of (an intervening obstacle)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
the sun was streaming in through the window




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the glass in the front door where the moonlight streamed through.










5.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — expressing the position or location of something beyond or at the far end of (an opening or an obstacle)




•
 
the approach to the church is through a gate.










6.
 
expressing the extent of turning from one orientation to another


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
each joint can move through an angle within fixed limits.










7.
 
continuing in time toward completion of (a process or period)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
he showed up halfway through the second act




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
to struggle through until payday.










8.
 
so as to complete (a particular stage or trial) successfully


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
she had come through her sternest test




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I will struggle through alone rather than ask for help.










9.
 
from beginning to end of (an experience or activity, typically a tedious or stressful one)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
we sat through some very boring speeches




•
 
she's been through a bad time




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
Karl will see you through, Ingrid.










10.
 
so as to inspect all or part of (a collection, inventory, or publication)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
flipping through the pages of a notebook




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
she read the letter through carefully.










11.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 up to and including (a particular point in an ordered sequence)




•
 
they will be in town from March 24 through May 7.










12.
 
[
prep.

 ]
 — by means of (a process or intermediate stage)




•
 
dioxins get into mothers' milk through contaminated food.










13.
 
by means of (an intermediary or agent)




•
 
seeking justice through the proper channels.










14.
 
[
adv.

 ]
 — so as to be connected by telephone




•
 
he put a call through to the senator.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a means of public transportation or a ticket) continuing or valid to the final destination




•
 
a through train from Boston.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting traffic that passes from one side of a place to another in the course of a longer journey




•
 
neighborhoods from which through traffic would be excluded.










3.
 
denoting a road that is open at both ends, allowing traffic free passage from one end to the other




•
 
the shopping center is on a busy through road.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a room) running the whole length of a building.




5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 having no prospect of any future relationship, dealings, or success




•
 
she told him she was 
through with

 him




•
 
you and I are through.














III.
 
phrases





through and through






in every aspect; thoroughly or completely




•
 
Harriet was a political animal through and through.





















– origin

 Old English 
thurh

 (preposition and adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
door

 and German 
durch

 . The spelling change to 
thr-

 appears 
c.

 1300, becoming standard from Caxton onward.






through-composed

 
/ˈTHro͞okəmˌpōzd/






adjective






[Music]

 (of a composition, especially a song) not based on repeated sections or verses, especially having different music for each verse.

Also called durchkomponiert
 .













through line






noun




a connecting theme or plot in a movie, play, book, etc.




•
 
the main through line follows his attempts to win the Comedy prize in the face of his own drunkenness and insecurity.



















throughout

 
/THro͞oˈout/






preposition, adverb



1.
 
all the way through, in particular




2.
 
in every part of (a place or object)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
it had repercussions throughout Europe




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
the house is in good order throughout.










3.
 
from beginning to end of (an event or period of time)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
the Church of which she was a faithful member throughout her life




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
both sets of parents retained a smiling dignity throughout.



















throughput

 
/ˈTHro͞oˌpo͝ot/






noun




the amount of material or items passing through a system or process.













throve

 
/THrōv/






past of thrive
 .










throw

 
/THrō/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — propel (something) with force through the air by a movement of the arm and hand




•
 
I threw a brick through the window.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
complement

 ]
 — push or force (someone or something) violently and suddenly into a particular physical position or state




•
 
the pilot and one passenger were thrown clear and survived




•
 
the door was thrown open, and a uniformed guard entered the room.










3.
 
put in place or erect quickly




•
 
the stewards had thrown a cordon across the fairway.










4.
 
move (a part of the body) quickly or suddenly in a particular direction




•
 
she threw her head back and laughed.










5.
 
project or cast (light or shadow) in a particular direction




•
 
a chandelier threw its bright light over the walls.










6.
 
deliver (a punch).




7.
 
direct (a particular kind of look or facial expression)




•
 
she threw a withering glance at him.










8.
 
project (one's voice) so that it appears to come from someone or something else, as in ventriloquism.




9.
 
(
throw something off/on

 )
 — put on or take off a garment hastily




•
 
I threw on my housecoat and went to the door.










10.
 
move (a switch or lever) so as to operate a device.




11.
 
roll (dice).




12.
 
obtain (a specified number) by rolling dice.




13.
 


‹informal›

 lose (a race or contest) intentionally, especially in return for a bribe.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to enter suddenly a particular state or condition




•
 
he threw all her emotions into turmoil




•
 
the bond market was thrown into confusion.










15.
 
put (someone) in a particular place or state, especially in a rough, abrupt, or summary fashion




•
 
these guys should be thrown in jail.










16.
 
disconcert; confuse




•
 
she frowned, thrown by this apparent change of tack.










17.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send (one's opponent) to the ground in wrestling, judo, or similar activity.




18.
 
(of a horse) unseat (its rider).




19.
 
(of a horse) lose (a shoe).




20.
 
(of an animal) give birth to (young, of a specified kind)




•
 
sometimes a completely black calf is thrown.










21.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form (ceramic ware) on a potter's wheel




•
 
further on, a potter was throwing pots.










22.
 
turn (wood or other material) on a lathe.




23.
 
twist (silk or other fabrics) into thread or yarn.




24.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have (a fit or tantrum).




25.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — give or hold (a party).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of throwing something




•
 
Jeter's throw to first base was too late.










2.
 
an act of throwing one's opponent in wrestling, judo, or similar sport




•
 
a shoulder throw.










3.
 
a light cover for furniture.




4.
 
short for throw rug
 .




5.
 
short for roll of the dice
 (see dice
 ).




6.
 


[Geology]

 the extent of vertical displacement between the two sides of a fault.




7.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the action or motion, or the extent of such motion, of a slide valve, crank, eccentric wheel, or cam.




8.
 
the distance moved by the pointer of an instrument.




9.
 
(
a throw

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to indicate how much a single item, turn, or attempt costs




•
 
he was offering to draw on-the-spot portraits at $25 a throw.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be thrown back on






be forced to rely on (something) because there is no alternative




•
 
we are once again thrown back on the resources of our imagination.















2.
 
throw away the key






used to suggest that someone who has been put in prison should or will never be released




•
 
the judge should lock up these robbers and throw away the key.















3.
 
throw the baby out with the bathwater






see baby
 .









4.
 
throw something back in someone's face






see face
 .









5.
 
throw the book at






see book
 .









6.
 
throw cold water on






see cold
 .









7.
 
throw down the gauntlet






see gauntlet
 1
 .









8.
 
throw someone for a loop






see loop
 .









9.
 
throw dust in someone's eyes






seek to mislead or deceive someone by misrepresentation or distraction.









10.
 
throw good money after bad






incur further loss in a hopeless attempt to recoup a previous loss.









11.
 
throw one's hand in





a.
 
withdraw from a card game, poker, because one has a poor hand.




b.
 
withdraw from a contest or activity; give up.









12.
 
throw in one's lot with






see lot
 .









13.
 
throw in the towel (or sponge)





a.
 
(of boxers or their seconds) throw a towel (or sponge) into the ring as a token of defeat.




b.
 
abandon a struggle; admit defeat.









14.
 
throw light on






see light
 1
 .









15.
 
throw money at something






see money
 .









16.
 
throw of the dice






see dice
 .









17.
 
throw oneself on someone's mercy






see mercy
 .









18.
 
throw up one's hands






raise both hands in the air as an indication of one's exasperation.









19.
 
throw one's weight around






see weight
 .









20.
 
throw one's weight behind






see weight
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
throw money around






spend money freely and ostentatiously.









2.
 
throw oneself at






appear too eager to become the sexual partner of.









3.
 
throw something away





a.
 
discard something as useless or unwanted.




b.
 
waste or fail to make use of an opportunity or advantage




•
 
I've thrown away my chances in life.










c.
 
discard a playing card in a game.




d.
 
(of an actor) deliver a line with deliberate underemphasis for increased dramatic effect.









4.
 
throw something in





a.
 
include something, typically at no extra cost, with something that is being sold or offered




•
 
they cut the price by $100 and threw in an AC adaptor.










b.
 
make a remark casually as an interjection in a conversation




•
 
he threw in a sensible remark about funding.















5.
 
throw oneself into






start to do (something) with enthusiasm and vigor




•
 
Eve threw herself into her work.















6.
 
throw something off





a.
 
rid oneself of something




•
 
he was struggling to throw off a viral-hepatitis problem.










b.
 
write or utter in an offhand manner




•
 
Thomas threw off the question lightly.















7.
 
throw oneself on (or upon)






attack (someone) vigorously




•
 
they threw themselves on the enemy.















8.
 
throw something open





a.
 
make something accessible




•
 
the market was thrown open to any supplier to compete for contracts.










b.
 
invite general discussion of or participation in a subject or a debate or other event




•
 
the debate will be thrown open to the audience.















9.
 
throw someone out





a.
 
expel someone unceremoniously from a place, organization, or activity.




b.
 


[Baseball]

 put out a runner by a throw to the base being approached, followed by a tag.









10.
 
throw something out





a.
 
discard something as unwanted.




b.
 
(of a court, legislature, or other body) dismiss or reject something brought before it




•
 
the charges were thrown out by the judge.










c.
 
put forward a suggestion tentatively




•
 
a suggestion that Dunne threw out caught many a reader's fancy.










d.
 
cause numbers or calculations to become inaccurate




•
 
an undisclosed stock option throws out all your figures.










e.
 
emit or radiate something




•
 
a big range fire that threw out heat like a furnace.










f.
 
(of a plant) rapidly develop a side shoot, bud, etc.









11.
 
throw someone over






abandon or reject someone as a lover.









12.
 
throw people together






bring people into contact, especially by chance.









13.
 
throw something together






make or produce something hastily, without careful planning or arrangement




•
 
the meal was quickly thrown together at news of Rose's arrival.















14.
 
throw up






vomit.









15.
 
throw something up





a.
 
abandon or give up something, especially one's job




•
 
why has he thrown up a promising career in politics?










b.
 


‹informal›

 vomit something one has eaten or drunk.




c.
 
produce something and bring it to notice




•
 
he saw the prayers of the Church as a living and fruitful tradition that threw up new ideas.










d.
 
erect a building or structure hastily.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
throwable






adjective













2.
 
thrower

 
/ˈTHrō(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
thrāwan

 ‘to twist, turn’; related to Dutch 
draaien

 and German 
drehen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
terere

 ‘to rub,’ Greek 
teirein

 ‘wear out.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb, expressing propulsion and sudden action, dates from Middle English.





throwaway

 
/ˈTHrōəˌwā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting or relating to products that are intended to be discarded after being used once or a few times




•
 
a throwaway camera




•
 
we live in a throwaway society.










2.
 
(of a remark) expressed in a casual or understated way




•
 
some people overreacted to a few throwaway lines.














II.
 
noun




a thing intended or destined to be discarded after brief use or appeal.













throwback

 
/ˈTHrōˌbak/






noun



1.
 
a reversion to an earlier ancestral characteristic




•
 
the eyes could be an ancestral throwback.










2.
 
a person or thing having the characteristics of a former time




•
 
a lot of his work is 
a throwback to

 the fifties.



















throwdown

 
/ˈTHrōˌdoun/






noun






‹informal›

 a performance by or competition between rappers, breakdancers, etc.




•
 
a funky hip-hop throwdown.



















throw-in

 
/ˈTHrō ˌin/






noun






[Soccer]

 the act of throwing the ball from the sideline to restart play after the ball has gone out of bounds.













throw pillow






noun




a small decorative pillow placed on a chair or couch.














throw rug






noun




a small decorative rug designed to be placed with a casual effect and moved as required.













throwster

 
/ˈTHrōstər/






noun




a person who twists silk fibers into thread.













thru

 
/THro͞o/






preposition, adverb, adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 informal spelling of through
 .














thrum1


 
/THrəm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a continuous rhythmic humming sound




•
 
the boat's huge engines thrummed in his ears.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strum (the strings of a musical instrument) in a rhythmic way.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a continuous rhythmic humming sound




•
 
the steady thrum of rain on the windows.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): imitative.





thrum2


 
/THrəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in weaving) an unwoven end of a warp thread, or a fringe of such ends, left in the loom when the finished cloth is cut away.




2.
 
any short loose thread.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or adorn (cloth or clothing) with ends of thread.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thrummer

 
/ˈTHrəmər /






noun













2.
 
thrummy

 
/ˈTHrəmē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thrum

 (only in 
tungethrum

 ‘ligament of the tongue’): of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
dreum

 ‘thrum’ and German 
Trumm

 ‘endpiece.’ The current sense dates from Middle English.





thrush1


 
/THrəSH/





I.
 
noun




a small or medium-sized songbird, typically having a brown back, spotted breast, and loud song.

[Subfamily 
Turdinae

 (the 
thrush subfamily

 ), family 
Muscicapidae

 : many genera, in particular 
Turdus

 , and numerous species. The thrush subfamily includes the chats, robins, bluebirds, blackbirds, nightingales, redstarts, and wheatears.]











– origin

 Old English 
thrysce

 , of Germanic origin; related to throstle
 .





thrush2


 
/THrəSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
infection of the mouth and throat by a yeastlike fungus, causing whitish patches.

Also called candidiasis
 . [The fungus belongs to the genus 
Candida

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 , in particular 
C. albicans

 .]




2.
 
infection of the genitals with 
C. albicans

 fungus.




3.
 
a chronic condition affecting the frog of a horse's foot, causing the accumulation of a dark, foul-smelling substance.

Also called canker
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: origin uncertain; 
sense

 1 possibly related to Swedish 
torsk

 and Danish 
troske

 ; 
sense

 2 perhaps from dialect 
frush

 in the same sense, perhaps from Old French 
fourchette

 ‘frog of a horse's hoof.’





thrust

 
/THrəst/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
push (something or someone) suddenly or violently in the specified direction




•
 
she thrust her hands into her pockets




•
 


‹figurative›

 Howard was thrust into the limelight




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
thrust at

 his opponent with his sword.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) move or advance forcibly




•
 
she thrust through the bramble canes




•
 
he tried to 
thrust his way

 past her.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a thing) extend so as to project conspicuously




•
 
beside the boathouse a jetty thrust out into the water.










4.
 
(
thrust something on/upon

 )
 — force (someone) to accept or deal with something




•
 
he felt that fame had been thrust upon him.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden or violent lunge with a pointed weapon or a bodily part




•
 
he drove the blade upward with one powerful thrust.










2.
 
a forceful attack or effort




•
 
executives led a new thrust in business development.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the principal purpose or theme of a course of action or line of reasoning




•
 
anti-Americanism became 
the main thrust

 of their policy.










4.
 
the propulsive force of a jet or rocket engine.




5.
 
the lateral pressure exerted by an arch or other support in a building.




6.
 
(also 
thrust fault

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 a reverse fault of low angle, with older strata displaced horizontally over younger.








III.
 
phrases





cut and thrust

 
/ˌkəd ən ˈTHrəst /






see cut
 .















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old Norse 
thrýsta

 ; perhaps related to Latin 
trudere

 ‘to thrust.’ The noun is first recorded (early 16th cent.) in the sense ‘act of pressing.’






thruster

 
/ˈTHrəstər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that thrusts, in particular




2.
 
a small rocket engine on a spacecraft, used to make alterations in its flight path or altitude.




3.
 
a secondary jet or propeller on a ship or offshore rig, used for accurate maneuvering and maintenance of position.













thrusting

 
/ˈTHrəstiNG/






noun



1.
 
the motion of pushing or lunging suddenly or violently.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the pushing upward of the earth's crust.













thrust stage

 
/THrəst stāj/






noun




a stage that extends into the auditorium so that the audience is seated around three sides.













thruway

 
/ˈTHro͞oˌwā /

 
throughway






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a major road or highway.













Thucydides

 
/THo͞oˈsidədēz/






(
c.

 455–
c.

 400 
BC

 ), Greek historian. Remembered for his 
History of the Peloponnesian War

 , he fought in the conflict on the Athenian side.










thud

 
/THəd/





I.
 
noun




a dull, heavy sound, such as that made by an object falling to the ground




•
 
Jean heard the thud of the closing door.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move, fall, or strike something with a dull, heavy sound




•
 
the bullets thudded into the dusty ground.














III.
 
phrases





with a thud






used to describe a sudden and disillusioning reminder of reality in contrast to someone's dreams or aspirations




•
 
dropouts have now come back down to earth with a thud.





















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots): probably from Old English 
thyddan

 ‘to thrust, push’; related to 
thoden

 ‘violent wind.’ The noun is recorded first denoting a sudden blast or gust of wind, later the sound of a thunderclap, whence a dull, heavy sound. The verb dates from the early 16th cent.





thudding

 
/ˈTHədiNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of moving, falling, or striking something with a dull, heavy sound




•
 
he heard the hollow thudding of hooves.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used to emphasize the clumsiness or awkwardness of something, especially a remark




•
 
great thudding conversation-stoppers.














III.
 
derivatives





thuddingly






adverb






















thug

 
/THəɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a violent person, especially a criminal.

[mid 19th cent.: extension of 
sense

 2.]




2.
 
(
Thug

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a member of a religious organization of robbers and assassins in India. Devotees of the goddess Kali, the Thugs waylaid and strangled their victims, usually travelers, in a ritually prescribed manner. They were suppressed by the British in the 1830s.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thuggery

 
/ˈTHəɡ(ə)rē /






noun













2.
 
thuggish

 
/ˈTHəɡiSH /






adjective













3.
 
thuggishly






adverb













4.
 
thuggishness






noun













5.
 
thuggism

 
/ˈTHəˌɡizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from Hindi 
ṭhag

 ‘swindler, thief,’ based on Sanskrit 
sthagati

 ‘he covers or conceals.’





thuggee

 
/ˈTHəɡē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the robbery and murder practiced by the Thugs in accordance with their ritual.











– origin

 from Hindi 
ṭhagī

 , from 
ṭhag

 (see thug
 ).





thuja

 
/ˈTHo͞ojə /

 
thuya





I.
 
noun




a North American and eastern Asian evergreen coniferous tree of a genus that includes the arbor vitaes.

[Genus 
Thuja

 , family 
Cupressaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin (genus name), from Greek 
thuia

 , denoting an African tree formerly included in the genus.






Thule





I.
 

/ˈto͞olē /

 — a country described by the ancient Greek explorer Pytheas (
c.

 310 
BC

 ) as being six days' sail north of Britain, most plausibly identified with Norway. It was regarded by the ancients as the northernmost part of the world.




II.
 

/ˈto͞olē /

 — an Eskimo culture existing from Alaska to Greenland 
c.

 
AD

 500–1400.




III.
 

/ˈto͞olē /

 — a settlement on the northwestern coast of Greenland, founded in 1910 by Danish explorer Knud Rasmussen (1879–1933).









thulium

 
/ˈTH(y)o͞olēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Tm

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 69, a soft silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
Thule

 Thule
 (
sense

 1), from Greek 
Thoulē

 , of unknown origin.






thumb

 
/THəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the short, thick first digit of the human hand, set lower and apart from the other four and opposable to them.




2.
 
the corresponding digit of primates or other mammals.




3.
 
the part of a glove intended to cover the thumb.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
press, move, or touch (something) with one's thumb




•
 
as soon as she thumbed the button, the door slid open.










2.
 
turn over (pages) with or as if with one's thumb




•
 
I've thumbed my address book and found quite a range of smaller hotels




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was 
thumbing through

 that magazine for the umpteenth time.










3.
 
(usu. 
be thumbed

 )
 — wear or soil (a book's pages) by repeated handling




•
 
his dictionaries were thumbed and ink-stained.










4.
 
request or obtain (a free ride in a passing vehicle) by signaling with one's thumb




•
 
three cars passed me and I tried to 
thumb a ride






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he was 
thumbing his way

 across France.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be all thumbs








‹informal›

 be clumsy or awkward in one's actions




•
 
I'm all thumbs when it comes to making bows.















2.
 
thumb one's nose at








‹informal›

 show disdain or contempt for.









3.
 
thumbs up (or down)








‹informal›

 an indication of satisfaction or approval (or of rejection or failure)




•
 
plans to build a house on the site have been given the thumbs down by the Department of the Environment.







[with reference to the signal of approval or disapproval, used by spectators at a Roman amphitheater; the sense has been reversed, as the Romans used ‘thumbs down’ to signify that a beaten gladiator had performed well and should be spared, and ‘thumbs up’ to call for his death.]









4.
 
under someone's thumb






completely under someone's influence or control.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thumbed

 
/THəmd /






adjective













2.
 
thumbless

 
/ˈTHəmləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thūma

 ; related to Dutch 
duim

 and German 
Daumen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
tumere

 ‘to swell.’ The verb dates from the late 16th cent., first in the sense ‘play (a musical instrument) with the thumbs.’





Thumb, General Tom

 
/THəm/






(1838–83) US circus entertainer; born 
Charles S. Stratton

 . A 40-inch-tall dwarf, he worked as a sideshow attraction in the shows of P. T. Barnum.









thumb drive






noun






[Computing]

 another term for USB flash drive
 .













thumb index

 
/THəm ˈinˌdeks/





I.
 
noun




a set of lettered or marked grooves cut down the side of a book, especially a diary or dictionary, for easy reference.








II.
 
derivatives





thumb-indexed






adjective





















thumbnail

 
/ˈTHəmˌnāl/






noun



1.
 
the nail of the thumb.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a very small or concise description, representation, or summary




•
 
a thumbnail sketch.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a small picture of an image or page layout.














thumb piano






noun




any of various musical instruments, mainly of African origin, made from strips of metal fastened to a resonator and played by plucking with the fingers and thumbs.

Also called kalimba
 , mbira
 , or sansa
 .













thumbprint

 
/ˈTHəmˌprint/






noun



1.
 
an impression or mark made on a surface by the inner part of the top joint of the thumb, especially as used for identifying individuals from the unique pattern of whorls and lines.




2.
 
a distinctive identifying characteristic




•
 
it has an individuality and thumbprint of its own.



















thumbscrew

 
/ˈTHəmˌskro͞o/






noun



1.
 
a screw with a protruding winged or flattened head for turning with the thumb and forefinger.




2.
 
(usu. 
thumbscrews

 )
 — an instrument of torture for crushing the thumbs.













thumbsucker

 
/ˈTHəmˌsəkər/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a serious piece of journalism that concentrates on the background and interpretation of events rather than on the news or action; a think piece.














thumbtack

 
/ˈTHəmˌtak/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a short flat-headed pin, used for fastening paper to a wall or other surface.













thumbwheel

 
/ˈTHəmˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a control device for electrical or mechanical equipment in the form of a wheel operated with the thumb.














thump

 
/THəmp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit (someone or something) heavily, especially with the fist or a blunt implement




•
 
Holman thumped the desk with his hand




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she thumped on the door.










2.
 
move (something) forcefully, noisily, or decisively




•
 
she picked up the kettle then thumped it down again.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or do something with a heavy deadened sound




•
 
Philip thumped down on the sofa.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person's heart or pulse) beat or pulsate strongly, typically because of fear or excitement.




5.
 
(
thump something out

 )
 — play a tune enthusiastically but heavy-handedly.




6.
 


‹informal›

 defeat heavily




•
 
Tampa Bay thumped Toronto 8–0.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy dull blow with a person's fist or a blunt implement




•
 
I felt a thump on my back.










2.
 
a loud deadened sound




•
 
his wife put down her iron with a thump.










3.
 
a strong heartbeat, especially one caused by fear or excitement.








III.
 
derivatives





thumper

 
/ˈTHəmpər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative.





thumping

 
/ˈTHəmpiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
pounding; throbbing




•
 
the thumping beat of her heart.










2.
 


‹informal›

 of an impressive size, extent, or amount




•
 
a thumping 64 percent majority




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a thumping great lie.



















thunder

 
/ˈTHəndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud rumbling or crashing noise heard after a lightning flash due to the expansion of rapidly heated air.




2.
 
a resounding loud deep noise




•
 
you can hear the thunder of the falls in the distance.










3.
 
used in similes and comparisons to refer to an angry facial expression or tone of voice




•
 
“I am Brother Joachim,” he announced in a voice like thunder.










4.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 used to express anger, annoyance, or incredulity




•
 
none of this did the remotest good, but, 
by thunder

 , it kept the union activists feeling good.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
it thunders

 , 
it is thundering

 , etc.)


1.
 
thunder sounds




•
 
it began to thunder.










2.
 
make a loud, deep resounding noise




•
 
the motorcycle thundered into life




•
 
the train thundered through the night.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike powerfully




•
 
McGwire thundered that one out of the stadium.










4.
 
speak loudly and forcefully or angrily, especially to denounce or criticize




•
 
he 
thundered against

 the evils of the age




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Sit down!” thundered Morse with immense authority.














III.
 
phrases





steal someone's thunder






see steal
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thunderer

 
/ˈTHənd(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
thundery

 
/ˈTHənd(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
thunor

 (noun), 
thunrian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
donder

 and German 
Donner

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
tonare

 ‘to thunder.’





Thunder Bay






a city on a large bay of Lake Superior in western Ontario; pop. 109,140 (2006). It is one of Canada's major ports.









thunderbird

 
/ˈTHəndərˌbərd/






noun




a mythical bird thought by some North American Indians to bring thunder.













thunderbolt

 
/ˈTHəndərˌbōlt/






noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a flash of lightning with a simultaneous crash of thunder.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a supposed bolt or shaft believed to be the destructive agent in a lightning flash, especially as an attribute of a god such as Jupiter or Thor.




3.
 


‹literary›

 used in similes and comparisons to refer to a very sudden or unexpected event or item of news, especially of an unpleasant nature




•
 
the full force of what she had been told hit her like a thunderbolt.










4.
 


‹literary›

 
‹informal›

 a very fast and powerful shot, throw, or stroke.













thunderclap

 
/ˈTHəndərˌklap/






noun



1.
 
a crash of thunder




•
 
the door opened like a thunderclap.










2.
 
used in similes to refer to something startling or unexpected




•
 
the invasion of the Falklands came as a thunderclap.



















thundercloud

 
/ˈTHəndərˌkloud/






noun




a cumulus cloud with a towering or spreading top, charged with electricity and producing thunder and lightning.













thunderhead

 
/ˈTHəndərˌhed/






noun




a rounded, projecting head of a cumulus cloud, which portends a thunderstorm.













thundering

 
/ˈTHənd(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
making a resounding, loud, deep noise




•
 
thundering waterfalls.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely great, severe, or impressive




•
 
a thundering bore




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a thundering good read.














II.
 
derivatives





thunderingly

 
/ˈTHənd(ə)riNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
it was so thunderingly dull



























thunderous

 
/ˈTHənd(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or giving warning of thunder




•
 
a thunderous gray cloud.










2.
 
very loud




•
 
thunderous applause.










3.
 
very powerful or intense




•
 
thunderous romantic situations and adventures




•
 
the hockey game against Sweden included several thunderous collisions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
thunderously

 
/ˈTHənd(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
thunderousness






noun





















thundershower

 
/ˈTHəndərˌSHou(ə)r/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a shower of rain accompanied by thunder and lightning.













thundersnow

 
/ˈTHəndərˌsnō/






noun




snowfall accompanied by thunder and lightning




•
 
thundersnow happens in Iowa about once every winter.




















thunderstorm

 
/ˈTHəndərˌstôrm/






noun




a storm with thunder and lightning and typically also heavy rain or hail.













thunderstruck

 
/ˈTHəndərˌstrək/






adjective




extremely surprised or shocked




•
 
they were thunderstruck by this revelation.



















thunder thighs






noun






‹informal›

 large thighs, especially those with a great deal of cellulite.













thunk1


 
/THəNGk/






noun, verb




informal term for thud
 .













thunk2







informal or humorous past and past participle of think
 :




•
 
who would've thunk it?















Thur.






abbreviation




Thursday.













Thurber, James

 
/ˈTHərbər/






(1894–1961), US humorist and cartoonist; full name 
James Grover Thurber

 . He published many of his essays, stories, and sketches in 
The New Yorker

 magazine. His collections of essays, stories, and sketches include 
My Life and Hard Times

 (1933) and 
My World—And Welcome to It

 (1942), which contains the story 
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.”











thurible

 
/ˈTHo͝orəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a censer.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
thuribulum

 , from 
thus

 , 
thur-

 ‘incense’ (see thurifer
 ).






thurifer

 
/ˈTHo͝orəfər/





I.
 
noun




an acolyte carrying a censer.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, from Latin 
thus

 , 
thur-

 ‘incense’ (from Greek 
thuos

 ‘sacrifice’) + 
-fer

 ‘-bearing.’





Thuringia

 
/ˌTHo͝oˈrinj(ē)ə/






a densely forested state of central Germany; capital, Erfurt. German name 
Thüringen

 .









Thurmond, Strom

 
/ˈTHərmənd/






(1902–2003), US politician; full name 
James Strom Thurmond

 . He was governor of South Carolina 1947–51 and a member of the US Senate from South Carolina 1954–2003. An ardent segregationist, he ran for president on the States' Rights Party (Dixiecrat) ticket in 1948. Originally a Democrat, he switched to the Republican Party in 1964.









Thurs.






abbreviation




Thursday.













Thursday

 
/ˈTHərzdā ˈTHərzdē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Friday and following Wednesday




•
 
the committee met 
on Thursday






•
 
the music program for Thursdays in April




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Thursday morning.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Thursday




•
 
he called her up Thursday.










2.
 
(
Thursdays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Thursdays; each Thursday




•
 
the column is published Thursdays.

















– origin

 Old English 
Thu(n)resdæg

 ‘day of thunder,’ named after 
Thunor

 or Thor, the Germanic god of thunder; translation of late Latin 
Jovis dies

 ‘day of Jupiter,’ Thor being equated with the Roman god Jupiter. Compare with Dutch 
donderdag

 and German 
Donnerstag

 . / The days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, which in turn were named after gods. In most cases the Germanic names substituted the name of a comparable Germanic god for the Roman god's name.





thus

 
/T͟Həs/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹literary›

 
‹formal›

 as a result or consequence of this; therefore




•
 
Burke knocked out Byrne, thus becoming champion.










2.
 


‹literary›

 
‹formal›

 in the manner now being indicated or exemplified; in this way




•
 
she phoned Susan, and while she was thus engaged, Charles summoned the doctor.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 
‹formal›

 to this point; so




•
 
the website has been cracked three times 
thus far

 .

















– origin

 Old English, of unknown origin.





thusly

 
/ˈT͟Həslē/






adverb






‹informal›

 another term for thus
 (
sense

 2):




•
 
the review was conducted thusly.




















thwack

 
/THwak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike forcefully with a sharp blow




•
 
she thwacked the back of their knees with a cane.














II.
 
noun




a sharp blow




•
 
he hit it with a hefty thwack.

















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative.






thwart

 
/THwôrt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prevent (someone) from accomplishing something




•
 
he never did anything to thwart his father




•
 
he was 
thwarted in

 his desire to punish Uncle Fred.










2.
 
oppose (a plan, attempt, or ambition) successfully




•
 
the government had been able to thwart all attempts by opposition leaders to form new parties.














II.
 
noun




a structural crosspiece sometimes forming a seat for a rower in a boat.








III.
 
preposition, adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 from one side to another side of; across


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
a pink-tinged cloud spread thwart the shore.

















– origin

 Middle English 
thwerte

 , from the adjective 
thwert

 ‘perverse, obstinate, adverse,’ from Old Norse 
thvert

 , neuter of 
thverr

 ‘transverse,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





thx

 
tx






abbreviation






‹informal›

 thanks; thank you.




•
 
once again, thx for all the wonderful reviews.




•
 
tx very much for your comments.




















thy

 
/T͟Hī /

 
thine





I.
 
possessive determiner




archaic or dialect form of your
 :




•
 
honor thy father and thy mother.

















– origin

 Middle English 
thi

 (originally before words beginning with any consonant except 
h

 ), reduced from 
thin

 , from Old English 
thīn

 (see thine
 ). / 
usage:

 The use of 
thy

 is still found in certain religious groups and in some traditional British dialects, but elsewhere it is restricted to archaic contexts. See also usage at thou
 1
 .





Thyestes

 
/THīˈestēz /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the brother of Atreus and father of Aegisthus.




II.
 
derivatives





Thyestean

 
/-tēən /






adjective






















thylacine

 
/ˈTHīləˌsīn ˈTHīləsən/





I.
 
noun




a doglike carnivorous marsupial with stripes across the rump, found only in Tasmania. There have been no confirmed sightings since one was captured in 1933, and it may now be extinct.

Also called Tasmanian wolf
 . [
Thylacinus cynocephalus

 , family 
Thylacinidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Thylacinus

 (genus name), from Greek 
thulakos

 ‘pouch.’





thylakoid

 
/ˈTHīləˌkoid/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 each of a number of flattened sacs inside a chloroplast, bounded by pigmented membranes on which the light reactions of photosynthesis take place, and arranged in stacks or grana.











– origin

 1960s: from German 
Thylakoid

 , from Greek 
thulakoidēs

 ‘pouchlike,’ from 
thulakos

 ‘pouch.’





thyme

 
/tīm/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing aromatic plant of the mint family. The small leaves are used as a culinary herb, and the plant yields a medicinal oil.

[Genus 
Thymus

 , family 
Labiatae

 : many species, in particular 
common thyme

 (
T. vulgaris

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives





thymy

 
/ˈtīmē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
thym

 , via Latin from Greek 
thumon

 , from 
thuein

 ‘burn, sacrifice.’





thymectomy

 
/THīˈmektəmē/






noun




surgical removal of the thymus gland.













thymi

 
/ˈTHīmī/






plural form of thymus
 .









thymic

 
/ˈTHīmik/






adjective






[Physiology]

 of or relating to the thymus gland or its functions.













thymidine

 
/ˈTHīməˌdēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline nucleoside present in DNA, consisting of thymine linked to deoxyribose.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from thymine
 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .






thymine

 
/ˈTHīˌmēn ˈTHīəmən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that is one of the four constituent bases of nucleic acids. A pyrimidine derivative, it is paired with adenine in double-stranded DNA.

[Alternative name; 
5-methyluracil

 ; chem. formula: C5
 H6
 N2
 O2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from thymus
 + -ine
 4
 .





thymocyte

 
/ˈTHīməˌsīt/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a lymphocyte within the thymus gland.











– origin

 1920s: from thymus
 + -cyte
 .





thymol

 
/ˈTHīmôl ˈTHīˌmäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a white crystalline compound present in oil of thyme and used as a flavoring and preservative.

[Alternative name: 
2-isopropyl-5-methylphenol

 ; chem. formula: C10
 H13
 OH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
thumon

 ‘thyme’ + -ol
 .





thymoma

 
/THīˈmōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rare, usually benign tumor arising from thymus tissue and sometimes associated with myasthenia gravis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from thymus
 + -oma
 .






thymus

 
/ˈTHīməs /

 
thymus gland





I.
 
noun




a lymphoid organ situated in the neck of vertebrates that produces T cells for the immune system. The human thymus becomes much smaller at the approach of puberty.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a growth or tumor resembling a bud): from Greek 
thumos

 ‘excrescence like a thyme bud, thymus gland.’





thyristor

 
/THīˈristər/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a four-layered semiconductor rectifier in which the flow of current between two electrodes is triggered by a signal at a third electrode.











– origin

 1950s: blend of 
thyratron

 , denoting a kind of thermionic tube (from Greek 
thura

 ‘gate’) and transistor
 .





thyro-






combining form




representing thyroid
 .













thyrocalcitonin

 
/ˌTHīrōˌkalsiˈtōnin/






noun




another term for calcitonin
 , believed until the late 1960s to denote a different hormone.













thyroglobulin

 
/ˌTHīrōˈɡläbyəlin/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in the thyroid gland, from which thyroid hormones are synthesized.














thyroid

 
/ˈTHīˌroid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
thyroid gland

 )
 — a large ductless gland in the neck that secretes hormones regulating growth and development through the rate of metabolism.




2.
 
an extract prepared from the thyroid gland of animals and used in treating deficiency of thyroid hormones.




3.
 
(also 
thyroid cartilage

 )
 — a large cartilage of the larynx, a projection of which forms the Adam's apple in humans.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (as an adjective): from Greek 
(khondros) thureoeidēs

 ‘shield-shaped (cartilage),’ from 
thureos

 ‘oblong shield.’





thyroidectomy

 
/ˌTHīroiˈdektəmē/






noun




removal of the thyroid gland by surgery.













thyroiditis

 
/ˌTHīroiˈdīdəs/






noun




inflammation of the thyroid.













thyroid-stimulating hormone






noun




another term for thyrotropin
 .














thyrotoxicosis

 
/ˌTHīrōˌtäksiˈkōsis/






noun




another term for hyperthyroidism
 .














thyrotropin

 
/ˌTHīrōˈträpən ˌTHīrōˈtrōpən /

 
thyrotrophin






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the pituitary gland that regulates the production of thyroid hormones.













thyrotropin-releasing hormone

 
thyrotropin-releasing factor






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hormone secreted by the hypothalamus that stimulates release of thyrotropin.













thyroxine

 
/THīˈräksən THīˈräkˌsēn /

 
thyroxin





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the main hormone produced by the thyroid gland, acting to increase metabolic rate and so regulating growth and development.

[An iodine-containing amino acid; chem. formula: C15
 H11
 NO4
 I4
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from thyroid
 + ox-
 ‘oxygen’ + 
in

 from indole
 (because of an early misunderstanding of its chemical structure), altered by substitution of -ine
 4
 .






thyrsus

 
/ˈTHərsəs/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Greece and Rome) a staff or spear tipped with an ornament like a pine cone, carried by Dionysus and his followers.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
thursos

 ‘plant stalk, Bacchic staff.’





Thysanoptera

 
/ˌTHīsəˈnäptərə, ˌTHis- /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the thrips.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
thysanoptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Thysanoptera

 ; thrips.




III.
 
derivatives





thysanopteran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
thusanos

 ‘tassel’ + 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





Thysanura

 
/ˌTHīsəˈn(y)o͝orə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the true, or three-pronged, bristletails.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
thysanura

 )
 — insects of the order 
Thysanura

 ; bristletails.




III.
 
derivatives





thysanuran






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
thusanos

 ‘tassel’ + 
oura

 ‘tail.’





thyself

 
/T͟Hīˈself/






pronoun

 — [
second person singular

 ]


1.
 
archaic or dialect form of yourself
 , corresponding to the subject thou
 1
 :




•
 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.



















Thz






abbreviation




terahertz.














ti

 
/tē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in solmization) the seventh note of a major scale.




2.
 
the note B in the fixed-do system.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of si
 , adopted to avoid having two notes (
sol

 and 
si

 ) beginning with the same letter (see solmization
 ).






Ti






symbol




the chemical element titanium.













TIA






abbreviation






[Medicine]

 transient ischemic attack.













Tiamat

 
/ˈtyämät /

 

‹Babylonian Mythology›







a monstrous she-dragon who was the mother of the first Babylonian gods. She was slain by Marduk.









tian

 
/tyäN tyan/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish of finely chopped vegetables cooked in olive oil and then baked au gratin.




2.
 
a large oval earthenware cooking pot traditionally used in Provence.











– origin

 Provençal, based on Greek 
tēganon

 ‘frying pan.’





Tiananmen Square

 
/tēˌenənˌmen ˈskwer/





I.
 
a square in the center of Beijing adjacent to the Forbidden City, the largest public open space in the world.







– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘square of heavenly peace.’





Tianjin

 
/ˌtyenˈjin /

 
Tientsin /ˈtyenˈjin, ˈtyentˈsin/







a port in northeastern China, in Hebei province; pop. 5,332,100 (est. 2006).









tiara

 
/tēˈerə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a jeweled ornamental band worn on the front of a woman's hair.




2.
 
a high diadem encircled with three crowns and worn by a pope.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a turban worn by ancient Persian kings.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting the Persian royal headdress): via Latin from Greek, partly via Italian. Sense 1 dates from the early 18th cent.






tiarella

 
/ˌtēəˈrelə, ˌtī-/





I.
 
noun




a small chiefly North American plant of the saxifrage family.

[Genus 
Tiarella

 , family 
Saxifragaceae

 , esp. the 
foamflower

 (
T. cordifolia

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
tiara

 ‘turban, tiara’ + the diminutive suffix 
-ella

 .





Tibbett, Lawrence

 
/ˈtibit/






(1896–1960), US opera singer. A baritone, he sang with the Metropolitan Opera 1923–50. He also appeared in movies, such as 
The Rogue Song

 (1930), and sang on the radio.










Tiber

 
/ˈtībər/






a river in central Italy that rises in the Tuscan Apennines and flows southwest for 252 miles (405 km), entering the Tyrrhenian Sea at Ostia. The city of Rome is on its banks.

Italian name Tevere
 .










Tiberias, Lake

 
/tīˈbi(ə)rēəs/






another name for Sea of Galilee (see Galilee, Sea of
 ).









Tiberius

 
/ˌtīˈbirēəs/






(42 
BC

 –
AD

 37), Roman emperor 
AD

 14–37; full name 
Tiberius Julius Caesar Augustus

 .









Tibesti Mountains

 
/təˌbestē ˈmount(ə)nz/






a mountain range in north central Africa, in the Sahara in northern Chad and southern Libya. It rises to 11,201 feet (3,415 m) at Emi Koussi, the highest point in the Sahara.










Tibet

 
/təˈbet/





I.
 
a mountainous region in Asia on the northern side of the Himalayas, since 1965 forming an autonomous region in the west of China; pop. 2,840,000 (est. 2007); official languages, Tibetan and Chinese; capital, Lhasa.

Chinese name Xizang
 .





Most of Tibet forms a high plateau with an average elevation of over 12,500 feet (4,000 m). Ruled by Buddhist lamas since the 7th century, it was conquered by the Mongols in the 13th century and the Manchus in the 18th. China extended its authority over Tibet in 1951 but gained full control only after crushing a revolt in 1959, during which the country's spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, escaped to India; he remains in exile and sporadic unrest has continued.





Tibetan

 
/təˈbetn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native of Tibet or a person of Tibetan descent.




2.
 
the Tibeto-Burman language of Tibet, also spoken in neighboring areas of China, India, and Nepal.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Tibet, its people, or its language.














Tibetan antelope






noun




another term for chiru
 .













Tibetan Buddhism






noun




the religion of Tibet, a form of Mahayana Buddhism. It was formed in the 8th century 
AD

 from a combination of Buddhism and the indigenous Tibetan religion. The head of the religion is the Dalai Lama.













Tibetan mastiff






noun




an animal of a breed of large black-and-tan dog with a thick coat and drop ears.













Tibetan spaniel






noun




an animal of a breed of small white, brown, or black dog with a silky coat of medium length.













Tibetan terrier






noun




an animal of a breed of gray, black, cream, or particolored terrier with a thick shaggy coat.













Tibeto-Burman

 
/təˌbedōˈbərmən/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a division of the Sino-Tibetan language family that includes Tibetan, Burmese, and a number of other languages spoken in mountainous regions of central southern Asia.














tibia

 
/ˈtibēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the inner and typically larger of the two bones between the knee and the ankle (or the equivalent joints in other terrestrial vertebrates), parallel with the fibula.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the tibiotarsus of a bird.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Entomology]

 the fourth segment of the leg of an insect, between the femur and the tarsus.








II.
 
derivatives





tibial

 
/ˈtibēəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘shin bone.’





tibialis

 
/ˌtibēˈalis, -ˈālis/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 any of several muscles and tendons in the calf of the leg concerned with movements of the foot.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, ‘relating to the shin bone.’





tibiotarsus

 
/ˌtibēōˈtärsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the bone in a bird's leg corresponding to the tibia, fused at the lower end with some bones of the tarsus.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: blend of tibia
 and tarsus
 .





tic

 
/tik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a habitual spasmodic contraction of the muscles, most often in the face.




2.
 
an idiosyncratic and habitual feature of a person's behavior




•
 
I began with the kind of generalization that was one of my primary tics as a writer.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
ticchio

 .





tic douloureux

 
/ˌtik ˌdo͞oləˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun




another term for trigeminal neuralgia
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, literally ‘painful tic.’






Ticino

 
/təˈCHēˌnō/






a predominantly Italian-speaking canton in southern Switzerland, on the Italian border; capital, Bellinzona. It joined the Swiss Confederation in 1803.

French name Tessin
 , German name Tessin
 .










tick1


 
/tik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a regular short, sharp sound, especially that made by a clock or watch.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a moment (used especially to reassure someone that one will return or be ready very soon)




•
 
I'll be with you in a tick.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a check mark.




4.
 


[Stock Market]

 the smallest recognized amount by which a price of a security or future may fluctuate.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a clock or other mechanical device) make regular short sharp sounds, typically one for every second of time that passes




•
 
I could hear the clock ticking.










2.
 
(
tick away/by/past

 )
 — (of time) pass (used especially when someone is pressed for time or keenly awaiting an event)




•
 
the minutes were ticking away till the actor's appearance.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
tick something away

 )
 — (of a clock or watch) mark the passing of time with regular short sharp sounds




•
 
the little clock ticked the precious minutes away.










4.
 
proceed or progress




•
 
her book was 
ticking along

 nicely.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 mark (an item) with a tick or select (a box) on a form, questionnaire, etc., to indicate that something has been chosen, checked, approved, or dealt with




•
 
just tick the appropriate box below.














III.
 
phrases





what makes someone tick








‹informal›

 what motivates someone




•
 
people are curious to know what makes these men tick.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
tick someone off





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 make someone annoyed or angry.




b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 reprimand or rebuke someone




•
 
he was ticked off by Angela




•
 (as 
noun

 
ticking off

 )
 
he got a ticking off from the boss.















2.
 
tick something off

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






a.
 
mark an item in a list with a tick to show that it has been dealt with




•
 
I ticked several items off my “to do” list.










b.
 
list items one by one in one's mind or during a speech




•
 
he ticked the points off on his fingers.















3.
 
tick over





a.
 
(of an engine) idle.




b.
 
work or function at a basic or minimum level




•
 
they are keeping things ticking over until their father returns.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘pat, touch’): probably of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
tik

 (noun), 
tikken

 (verb) ‘pat, touch.’ The noun was recorded in late Middle English as ‘a light tap’; current senses date from the late 17th cent.





tick2


 
/tik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a parasitic arachnid that attaches itself to the skin of a terrestrial vertebrate from which it sucks blood, leaving the host when sated. Some species transmit diseases, including tularemia and Lyme disease.

[Suborder 
Ixodida

 , order 
Acarina

 (or 
Acari

 ).]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a parasitic louse fly.











– origin

 Old English 
ticia

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
teek

 and German 
Zecke

 .






tick3


 
/tik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fabric case stuffed with feathers or other material to form a mattress or pillow.




2.
 
short for ticking
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: probably Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
tēke

 , or Middle Dutch 
tīke

 , via West Germanic from Latin 
theca

 ‘case,’ from Greek 
thēkē

 .





tick4


 
/tik/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on tick

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 on credit.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: apparently short for ticket
 in the phrase 
on the ticket

 , referring to an IOU or promise to pay.





tick-borne






adjective




transmitted or carried by ticks




•
 
babesiosis is a tick-borne, malaria-like disease.



















ticker

 
/ˈtikər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a watch.




2.
 
a person's heart.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a telegraphic or electronic machine that prints out data on a strip of paper, especially stock market information or news reports.




4.
 
another term for news ticker
 .













ticker tape

 
/ˈtikər tāp/






noun



1.
 
a paper strip on which messages are recorded in a telegraphic tape machine.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a parade or other event in which ticker tape or similar material is thrown from windows.














ticket

 
/ˈtikit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of paper or small card that gives the holder a certain right, especially to enter a place, travel by public transport, or participate in an event




•
 
admission is by ticket only.










2.
 
a piece of paper or card bought as a way of entering a lottery or raffle




•
 
the winning ticket was bought in Anaheim, California.










3.
 
(in information technology) a request logged on a work tracking system detailing an issue that needs to be addressed or task that must be performed




•
 
if you have 
opened a ticket

 and it's not yet been resolved, there's no need to open a new one




•
 
they 
closed the ticket

 without doing anything.










4.
 
(
ticket to/out of

 )
 — a method of getting into or out of (a specified state or situation)




•
 
drugs are seen as the only ticket out of poverty




•
 
companies that appeared to have a 
one-way ticket to

 profitability.










5.
 
a certificate or warrant, in particular




6.
 
an official notice of a traffic offense.




7.
 
a certificate of qualification as a ship's master, pilot, or other crew member.




8.
 
a label attached to a retail product, giving its price, size, and other details.




9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a list of candidates put forward by a party in an election




•
 
his presence on the Republican ticket.










10.
 
a set of principles or policies supported by a party in an election




•
 
he stood for office on a strong right-wing, no-nonsense ticket.










11.
 
(
the ticket

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 the desirable or correct thing




•
 
a wet spring would be 
just the ticket

 for the garden.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
issue (someone) with an official notice of a traffic or other offense




•
 
park illegally and you are likely to be ticketed.










2.
 
(
be ticketed

 )
 — (of a passenger) be issued with a travel ticket




•
 
passengers can now get electronically ticketed.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 be destined or heading for a specified state or position




•
 
they were sure that Downing was ticketed for greatness.










4.
 
(
be ticketed

 )
 — (of a retail product) be marked with a label giving its price, size, and other details.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
punch one's ticket





a.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 deliberately undertake particular assignments that are likely to lead to promotion at work.




b.
 
(in sports) ensure one's progress to a further contest or tournament




•
 
in scoring 13 points, they punched their ticket to the Super Bowl in Jacksonville.















2.
 
write one's (own) ticket








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 dictate one's own terms.















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the general senses ‘short written note’ and ‘a license or permit’): shortening of obsolete French 
étiquet

 , from Old French 
estiquet(te

 ), from 
estiquier

 ‘to fix,’ from Middle Dutch 
steken

 . Compare with etiquette
 .





ticketless

 
/ˈtikitlis/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
not requiring a paper ticket


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
all seats are assigned, all travel is ticketless, and all fares are one-way.










2.
 
not in possession of a valid ticket


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
activists on Monday traveled ticketless in suburban trains to protest the hike in fares.



















ticket office






noun




an office or kiosk where tickets are sold, especially for entertainment events or travel accommodations.













tickety-boo

 
/ˌtikədēˈbo͞o/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 in good order; fine




•
 
everything is tickety-boo.

















– origin

 1930s: perhaps from Hindi 
ṭhīk hai

 ‘all right.’





tick fever

 
/tik ˈfēvər/






noun




any fever transmitted by the bite of a tick.














ticking

 
/ˈtikiNG/





I.
 
noun




a strong, durable material, typically striped, used to cover mattresses and pillows.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from tick
 3
 + -ing
 1
 .





tickle

 
/ˈtik(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
lightly touch or prod (a person or a part of the body) in a way that causes itching and often laughter




•
 
she tickled me under the chin.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a part of the body) give a sensation of mild discomfort similar to that caused by being touched in this way




•
 
his throat had stopped tickling.










3.
 
touch with light finger movements


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
tickling the safe open took nearly ninety minutes.










4.
 
appeal to (someone's taste, sense of humor, curiosity, etc.)




•
 
here are a couple of anecdotes that might 
tickle your fancy

 .










5.
 
(usu. 
be tickled

 )
 — cause (someone) amusement or pleasure




•
 
he is tickled by the idea.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of tickling someone




•
 
Dad gave my chin a little tickle.










2.
 
a sensation like that of being lightly touched or prodded




•
 
I had a tickle between my shoulder blades.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be tickled pink (or to death)








‹informal›

 be extremely amused or pleased.









2.
 
tickle the ivories








‹informal›

 play the piano.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘be delighted or thrilled’): perhaps a frequentative of tick
 1
 , or an alteration of Scots and dialect 
kittle

 ‘to tickle’ (compare with kittle
 ).





tickler

 
/ˈtik(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a thing that tickles.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a memorandum.














ticklish

 
/ˈtik(ə)liSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sensitive to being tickled




•
 
Lhasa apsos are ticklish on their feet.










2.
 
(of a cough) characterized by persistent irritation in the throat.




3.
 
(of a situation or problem) difficult to deal with; requiring careful handling




•
 
her skill in evading ticklish questions.










4.
 
(of a person) easily upset.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ticklishly






adverb













2.
 
ticklishness

 
/ˈtik(ə)liSHnəs /






noun





















tickly

 
/ˈtik(ə)lē/






adjective




another term for ticklish
 .













tick mark






noun




another term for check mark
 .














tickseed

 
/ˈtiksēd/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for coreopsis
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: so named because of the resemblance of the seed to a parasitic tick.





tick-tock

 
/ˈtiktäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sound of a large clock ticking




•
 
we could hear every tick-tock of the clock.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a piece of journalism that presents a detailed chronology of events




•
 
I'm doing a tick-tock on the new economic policy




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a tick-tock account of what went into the planning and execution of the raid.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a ticking sound




•
 
the clock on the wall was tick-tocking.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative; compare with tick
 1
 .





tick trefoil






noun




a tall, spindly leguminous North American plant, the pods of which break up into one-seeded joints that adhere to clothing, animals' fur, etc.

[Genus 
Desmodium

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species.]













ticky-tacky

 
/ˈtikēˌtakē /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
noun




inferior or cheap material, especially as used in suburban building.








II.
 
adjective




(especially of a building or housing development) made of inferior material; cheap or in poor taste




•
 
ticky-tacky little houses.

















– origin

 1960s: probably a reduplication of tacky
 2
 .





Ticonderoga

 
/ˌtīkändəˈrōɡə/






an industrial village in northeastern New York, in lowlands between lakes George and Champlain; its nearby fort was fought over repeatedly in the 1750s–80s; pop. 4,963 (est. 2008).










tic-tac-toe

 
/ˌtikˌtakˈtō /

 
tick-tack-toe





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a game in which two players seek in alternate turns to complete a row, a column, or a diagonal with either three O's or three X's drawn in the spaces of a grid of nine squares.











– origin

 imitative; from 
tick-tack

 , used earlier to denote games in which the pieces made clicking sounds.





t.i.d.





I.
 
abbreviation




(in prescriptions) three times a day.











– origin

 from Latin 
ter in die

 .





tidal

 
/ˈtīdl/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or affected by tides




•
 
the river here is not tidal




•
 
strong tidal currents.














II.
 
derivatives





tidally






adverb





















tidal basin

 
/ˈtīdl ˈbāsn/






noun




a basin for boats that is accessible or navigable only at high tide.













tidal bore






noun




a large wave caused by the funneling of a flood tide as it enters a long, narrow, shallow inlet.













tidal farm






noun




an installation of turbines used to generate electricity from tidal forces.













tidal wave

 
/ˈtīdl ˌwāv/






noun



1.
 
an exceptionally large ocean wave, especially one caused by an underwater earthquake or volcanic eruption (used as a nontechnical term for tsunami
 ).




2.
 
a widespread or overwhelming manifestation of an emotion or phenomenon




•
 


a tidal wave of

 crime.



















tidbit

 
/ˈtidˌbit /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 titbit





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small piece of tasty food.




2.
 
a small and particularly interesting item of gossip or information.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as 
tyd bit

 , 
tid-bit

 ): from dialect 
tid

 ‘tender’ (of unknown origin) + bit
 1
 .






tiddly

 
/ˈtidlē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 slightly drunk.











– origin

 mid 19th cent. (as a noun denoting an alcoholic drink, particularly of spirits): perhaps from slang 
tiddlywink

 , denoting an unlicensed bar. The current sense dates from the early 20th cent.





tiddlywink

 
/ˈtidlēˌwiNGk /

 
tiddledywink





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
tiddlywinks

 )
 — a game in which small plastic counters are flicked into a central receptacle by being pressed on the edge with a larger counter.




2.
 
a counter used in the game of tiddlywinks.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps related to tiddly
 . The word originally denoted an unlicensed bar, also a game of dominoes. Current senses date from the late 19th cent.






tide

 
/tīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the alternate rising and falling of the sea, usually twice in each lunar day at a particular place, due to the attraction of the moon and sun




•
 
the changing patterns of the tides




•
 
they were driven on by wind and tide.










2.
 
the water as affected by this




•
 
the rising tide covered the wharf.










3.
 
a powerful surge of feeling or trend of events




•
 
he drifted into sleep on a tide of euphoria




•
 
we must reverse the growing tide of racism sweeping the country.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 drift with or as if with the tide.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a ship) float or drift in or out of a harbor by taking advantage of favoring tides.








III.
 
phrases





turn the tide






reverse the trend of events




•
 
the air power that helped to turn the tide of battle.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





tide someone over






help someone through a difficult period, especially with financial assistance




•
 
she needed a small loan to tide her over.


















V.
 
derivatives





tideless

 
/ˈtīdləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tīd

 ‘time, period, era,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tijd

 and German 
Zeit

 , also to time
 . The sense relating to the sea dates from late Middle English.





-tide






combining form



1.
 


‹literary›

 denoting a specified time or season




•
 
springtide.










2.
 


‹literary›

 denoting a festival of the Christian Church




•
 
Shrovetide.



















tideland

 
/ˈtīdˌland/






noun

 — (also 
tidelands

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 land that is submerged at high tide.













tideline

 
/ˈtīdˌlīn /

 
tide line






noun




a line left or reached by the sea on a shore at the highest point of a tide.













tidemark

 
/ˈtīdˌmärk/






noun




a mark left or reached by the sea on a shore at the highest or lowest point of a tide.













tide rip

 
/tīd rip/






noun




an area of rough water typically caused by opposing currents or by a rapid current passing over an uneven bottom.













tide table

 
/ˈtīd ˌtābəl/






noun




a table indicating the times of high and low tides at a particular place.













tidewaiter

 
/ˈtīdˌwādər/






noun






‹historical›

 a customs officer who boarded ships on their arrival to enforce the customs regulations.













tidewater

 
/ˈtīdwôːtər/






noun



1.
 
water brought or affected by tides.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an area that is affected by tides


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a large area of tidewater country.



















Tidewater

 
/ˈtīdˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






(
the Tidewater

 )
 — coastal regions of eastern Virginia where tidal water flows up the Potomac, Rappahannock, York, James, and smaller rivers. Early-17th-century British settlement was focused here.









tideway

 
/ˈtīdˌwā/






noun




a channel in which a tide runs, especially the tidal part of a river.













tidings

 
/ˈtīdiNGz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹literary›

 news; information




•
 
the bearer of glad tidings.

















– origin

 late Old English 
tīdung

 ‘announcement, piece of news,’ probably from Old Norse 
títhindi

 ‘news of events,’ from 
títhr

 ‘occurring.’






tidy

 
/ˈtīdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
arranged neatly and in order




•
 
his scrupulously tidy apartment




•
 


‹figurative›

 the lives they lead don't fit into tidy patterns.










2.
 
(of a person) inclined to keep things or one's appearance neat and in order




•
 
she was a tidy little girl.










3.
 
not messy; neat and controlled




•
 
he wrote down her replies in a small, tidy hand.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (of an amount, especially of money) considerable




•
 
the book will bring in a tidy sum.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a receptacle for holding small objects or waste scraps




•
 
a cable tidy.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 another term for antimacassar
 .








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring order to; arrange neatly




•
 
the boys have finally tidied their bedroom




•
 


‹figurative›

 the bill is intended to 
tidy up

 the law on this matter




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'll just go and 
tidy up

 .














IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tidily

 
/ˈtīdilē /






adverb













2.
 
tidiness

 
/ˈtīdēnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the noun tide
 + -y
 1
 . The original meaning was ‘timely, opportune’; it later had various senses expressing approval, usually of a person, including ‘attractive,’ ‘healthy,’ and ‘skillful’; the sense ‘orderly, neat’ dates from the early 18th cent.






tie

 
/tī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attach or fasten (someone or something) with string or similar cord




•
 
they tied Max to a chair




•
 
her long hair was tied back in a bow.










2.
 
fasten (something) to or around someone or something by means of its strings or by forming the ends into a knot or bow




•
 
Lewis tied on his apron.










3.
 
form (a string, ribbon, or lace) into a knot or bow




•
 
Rick bent to tie his shoelaces.










4.
 
form (a knot or bow) by tying




•
 
tie a knot in one end of the cotton.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be fastened with a knot or bow




•
 
a sarong that ties at the waist.










6.
 
restrict or limit (someone) to a particular situation, occupation, or place




•
 
she didn't want to be like her mother, tied to a feckless man.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — connect; link




•
 
self-respect is closely 
tied up with

 the esteem in which one is held by one's peers.










8.
 
hold together by a crosspiece or tie




•
 
ceiling joists are used to tie the rafter feet.










9.
 


[Music]

 unite (written notes) by a tie.




10.
 


[Music]

 perform (two notes) as one unbroken note.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — achieve the same score or ranking as another competitor or team




•
 
he 
tied for

 second in the league




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Toronto tied the score in the fourth inning.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of string, cord, or the like used for fastening or tying something




•
 
he tightened the tie of his robe.










2.
 


(US)

 a shoe tied with a lace.




3.
 
a rod or beam holding parts of a structure together.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a wooden or concrete beam laid transversely under a railroad track to support it.




5.
 


[Music]

 a curved line above or below two notes of the same pitch indicating that they are to be played for the combined duration of their time values.




6.
 
(usu. 
ties

 )
 — a thing that unites or links people




•
 
it is important that we keep family ties strong.










7.
 
a thing that restricts someone's freedom of action




•
 
some cities and merchants were freed from feudal ties.










8.
 
a strip of material worn around the collar and tied in a knot at the front with the ends hanging down, typically forming part of a man's business or formal outfit; a necktie.




9.
 
a result in a game or other competitive situation in which two or more competitors or teams have the same score or ranking; a draw




•
 
there was a tie for first place.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
fit to be tied






see fit
 1
 .









2.
 
tie someone (up) in knots






see knot
 1
 .









3.
 
tie the knot






see knot
 1
 .









4.
 
tie one on








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 get drunk.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
tie someone down






restrict someone to a particular situation or place




•
 
she didn't want to be tied down by a full-time job.















2.
 
tie something in (or tie in)






cause something to fit or harmonize with something else (or fit or harmonize with something)




•
 
her husband is able to 
tie in

 his shifts 
with

 hers at the hospital




•
 
she may have developed ideas that don't necessarily 
tie in with

 mine.















3.
 
tie into








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 attack or get to work on vigorously




•
 
tie into breakfast now and let's get a move on.















4.
 
tie someone up





a.
 
bind someone's legs and arms together or bind someone to something so that they cannot move or escape




•
 
robbers tied her up and ransacked her home.










b.
 
(usu. 
be tied up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 occupy someone to the exclusion of any other activity




•
 
she would be tied up at the meeting all day.















5.
 
tie something up





a.
 
bind or fasten something securely with rope, cord, or string.




b.
 
moor a vessel.




c.
 
(often 
be tied up

 )
 — invest or reserve capital so that it is not immediately available for use




•
 
money tied up in accounts must be left to grow.










d.
 
bring something to a satisfactory conclusion; settle




•
 
he said he had a business deal to tie up.


















V.
 
derivatives





tieless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tīgan

 (verb), 
tēah

 (noun), of Germanic origin.





tie-back

 
/ˈtībak /

 
tieback






noun




a decorative strip of fabric or cord, typically used for holding an open curtain off to the side of the window.













tie beam

 
/tī bēm/






noun




a horizontal beam connecting two rafters in a roof or roof truss.













tiebreaker

 
/ˈtīˌbrākər/






noun




a means of deciding a winner from competitors who have tied, in particular (in tennis) a special game to decide the winner of a set when the score is six games all.













tie clasp

 
/tī klasp /

 
tie clip






noun




an ornamental clip for holding a tie in place.













tie-down

 
/ˈtīdoun/






noun



1.
 
rope, cord, straps, or chains used to attach or secure an item.




2.
 
a stationary ring, post, or the like to which items are secured with tie-downs.













tie-dye

 
/ˈtī ˌdī/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a method of producing textile patterns by tying parts of the fabric to shield it from the dye




•
 
tie-dye T-shirts.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dye (a garment or piece of cloth) by tying parts of it to shield it from the dye.













tie-in

 
/ˈtī ˌin/






noun



1.
 
a connection or association




•
 
there's a tie-in to another case I'm working on.










2.
 
a book, movie, or other product produced to take advantage of a related work in another medium.




3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 denoting sales made conditional on the purchase of an additional item or items from the same supplier.













tie line

 
/ˈtī ˌlīn/






noun




a transmission line connecting parts of a system, especially a telephone line connecting two private branch exchanges.













Tien Shan

 
/ˈtyen ˈSHän /

 
Tian Shan






a range of mountains that lies north of the Tarim Basin in the Xinjiang autonomous region and eastern Kyrgyzstan. Extending for about 1,500 miles (2,500 km), it rises to 24,406 feet (7,439 m) at Pik Pobedy.









tiepin

 
/ˈtīˌpin/






noun




an ornamental pin for holding a tie in place.













tier

 
/ˈtir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a row or level of a structure, typically one of a series of rows placed one above the other and successively receding or diminishing in size




•
 
a tier of seats




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
the room was full of three-tier metal bunks.










2.
 
one of a number of successively overlapping ruffles or flounces on a garment.




3.
 
a level or grade within the hierarchy of an organization or system




•
 
companies have taken out a tier of management to save money.














II.
 
derivatives





tiered

 
/tird /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
tire

 ‘sequence, order,’ from 
tirer

 ‘elongate, draw.’






tierce

 
/ˈtirs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for terce
 .




2.
 


[Music]

 an organ stop sounding two octaves and a major third above the pitch of the diapason.




3.
 
(in piquet) a sequence of three cards of the same suit.




4.
 


[Fencing]

 the third of eight standard parrying positions.




5.
 
a former measure of wine equal to one third of a pipe, usually equivalent to 35 gallons (about 156 liters).




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a cask containing a certain quantity of provisions, the amount varying with the goods.











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of terce
 .





tiercel

 
/ˈtirsəl /

 
tercel






noun






[Falconry]

 the male of a hawk, especially a peregrine or a goshawk.

Compare with falcon
 .













tie rod

 
/tī räd/






noun




a rod acting as a tie in a building or other structure, or in the steering gear of a motor vehicle.













Tierra del Fuego

 
/tēˌerə del ˈfwāɡō/





I.
 
an island off the southern tip of South America, separated from the mainland by the Strait of Magellan. Discovered by Ferdinand Magellan in 1520, it is now divided between Argentina and Chile.







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘land of fire.’





tie tack

 
tie tac






noun




a short pin with an ornamental head, used to attach the ends of a necktie to a shirt front.













tie-up

 
/ˈtī ˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a link or connection, especially one between commercial companies




•
 
marketing tie-ups.










2.
 


(US)

 a telecommunications link or network.




3.
 


(US)

 a building where cattle are tied up for the night.




4.
 
a place for mooring a boat.




5.
 


(US)

 a traffic holdup.













tiff

 
/tif/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a petty quarrel, especially one between friends or lovers




•
 
Joanna had a tiff with her boyfriend.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a slight outburst of temper): probably of dialect origin.





TIFF

 
/tif/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a format for image files


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a TIFF image.

















– origin

 1990s: acronym from 
tagged image file format

 .





tiffany

 
/ˈtifənē/





I.
 
noun




thin gauze muslin.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Old French 
tifanie

 , via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
theophaneia

 ‘epiphany.’ The word is usually taken to be short for 
Epiphany silk

 or 
muslin

 , i.e., that worn on Twelfth Night, but may be a humorous allusion to 
epiphany

 in the sense ‘manifestation,’ tiffany being semitransparent.





Tiffany, Louis Comfort

 
/ˈtifənē/






(1848–1933), US glassmaker and interior decorator. A leading exponent of art nouveau in the US, he established an interior decorating firm in New York City that produced stained glass, vases, lamps, and mosaic.









tiffin

 
/ˈtifin/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 
‹dated›

 a light meal, especially lunch.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: apparently from dialect 
tiffing

 ‘sipping,’ of unknown origin.





Tiflis

 
/ˈtiflis, təˈflēs/






official Russian name (1845–1936) for Tbilisi
 .









Tigard

 
/ˈtīɡərd/






a city in northwestern Oregon, a southwestern suburb of Portland; pop. 48,713 (est. 2008).










tiger

 
/ˈtīɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very large solitary cat with a yellow-brown coat striped with black, native to the forests of Asia but becoming increasingly rare.

[
Panthera tigris

 , family 
Felidae

 .]




2.
 
used to refer to someone fierce, determined, or ambitious




•
 
despite his wound, he still fought like a tiger




•
 
one of the sport's young tigers.










3.
 
(also 
tiger economy

 )
 — a dynamic economy of one of the smaller eastern Asian countries, especially that of Singapore, Taiwan, or South Korea.








II.
 
phrases





have a tiger by the tail






have embarked on a course of action that proves unexpectedly difficult but that cannot easily or safely be abandoned.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tigre

 , from Latin 
tigris

 , from Greek.





tiger beetle

 
/ˈtīɡər ˈbēdl/






noun




a fast-running predatory beetle that has spotted or striped wing cases and flies in sunshine. The larvae live in tunnels from which they snatch passing insect prey.

[Family 
Cicindelidae

 : 
Cicindela

 and other genera.]













tiger cat

 
/ˈtīɡər kat/






noun



1.
 
a small forest cat that has a light brown coat with dark stripes and blotches, native to Central and South America.

[
Felis tigrina

 , family 
Felidae

 .]




2.
 
any moderate-sized striped cat, such as the ocelot, serval, or margay.




3.
 
a domestic cat with markings like a tiger's.













tigerish

 
/ˈtīɡ(ə)riSH/





I.
 
adjective




resembling or likened to a tiger, especially in being fierce and determined




•
 
she was in a tigerish mood.














II.
 
derivatives





tigerishly






adverb





















tiger lily

 
/ˈtīɡər ˌlilē/






noun




a tall lily that has orange flowers spotted with black or purple.

[
Lilium lancifolium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













tiger maple






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the wood from an American maple that contains contrasting light and dark lines.













tiger moth

 
/ˈtīɡər ˌmôTH ˈtīɡər ˌmäTH/






noun




a stout moth that has boldly spotted and streaked wings.

[
Arctia

 and other genera, family Arctiidae: many species.]













tiger mother





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a strict or demanding mother who pushes her children to high levels of achievement, using methods regarded as typical of childrearing in China and other parts of East Asia.




•
 
because of the number of classes her daughter attends, Lee says some people will think she's a tiger mother.

















– origin

 coined by Amy Chua in the book 
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother

 (2011).





tiger salamander






noun




a large North American salamander that is blackish with yellow patches or stripes.

[
Ambystoma tigrinum

 , family 
Ambystomatidae

 .]













tiger's eye

 
tiger eye






noun




a yellowish-brown semiprecious variety of quartz with a silky or chatoyant luster, formed by replacement of crocidolite with chalcedony.













tiger shark

 
/ˈtīɡər SHärk/






noun




an aggressive shark of warm seas, with dark vertical stripes on the body.

[
Galeocerdo cuvieri

 , family 
Carcharhinidae

 .]













tiger shrimp






noun




a large edible shrimp marked with dark bands, found in the Indian and Pacific oceans.

[Genus 
Penaeus

 , class 
Malacostraca

 : several species, in particular the widely farmed 
P. monodon

 .]













tiger team






noun




a team of specialists in a particular field brought together to work on specific tasks.













tight

 
/tīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
fixed, fastened, or closed firmly; hard to move, undo, or open




•
 
she twisted her handkerchief into a tight knot.










2.
 
(of clothes or shoes) close-fitting, especially uncomfortably so




•
 
the dress was too tight for her.










3.
 
(of a grip) very firm so as not to let go




•
 
she released her tight hold on the dog




•
 


‹figurative›

 presidential advisers 
keep a tight grip on

 domestic policy.










4.
 
(of a ship, building, or object) well sealed against something such as water or air


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a light-tight container.










5.
 
(of a formation or a group of people or things) closely or densely packed together




•
 
he levered the bishop out from a tight knot of clerical wives.










6.
 
(of a community or other group of people) having close relations; secretive




•
 
the tenants were far too tight to let anyone know.










7.
 
(of a rope, fabric, or surface) stretched so as to leave no slack; not loose




•
 
the drawcord pulls tight.










8.
 
(of a part of the body or a bodily sensation) feeling painful and constricted, as a result of anxiety or illness




•
 
there was a tight feeling in his gut.










9.
 
(of appearance or manner) tense, irritated, or angry




•
 
she gave him a tight smile.










10.
 
(of a rule, policy, or form of control) strictly imposed




•
 
security was tight at yesterday's ceremony.










11.
 
(of a game or contest) with evenly matched competitors; very close




•
 
he won in a tight finish.










12.
 
(of a written work or form) concise, condensed, or well structured




•
 
a tight argument.










13.
 
(of an organization or group of people) disciplined or professional; well coordinated




•
 
the vocalists are strong, and the band is tight.










14.
 
(of an area or space) having or allowing little room for maneuver




•
 
a tight parking spot




•
 
it was a tight squeeze in the tiny vestibule.










15.
 
(of a bend, turn, or angle) changing direction sharply; having a short radius.




16.
 
(of money or time) limited or restricted




•
 
David was out of work and money was tight




•
 
an ability to work to tight deadlines.










17.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) not willing to spend or give much money; stingy.




18.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drunk




•
 
later, at the club, he got tight on brandy.














II.
 
adverb




very firmly, closely, or tensely




•
 
he went downstairs, holding tight to the banisters.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
run a tight ship






be very strict in managing an organization or operation.









2.
 
a tight corner (or spot or place)






a difficult situation




•
 
her talent for talking her way 
out of tight corners

 .


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tightly

 
/ˈtītlē /






adverb













2.
 
tightness

 
/ˈtītnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘healthy, vigorous,’ later ‘firm, solid’): probably an alteration of 
thight

 ‘firm, solid,’ later ‘close-packed, dense,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
dicht

 ‘dense, close.’





tight-ass

 
/ˈtīdas /

 


‹Brit.›

 tight-arse






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an inhibited, repressed, or excessively conventional person




•
 
a well-worn Hollywood theme—repressed tight-ass reformed by intrusion of uncouth slob.




•
 
you are the most buttoned-up tight-arse that I have ever met.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who spends as little money as possible; a miser




•
 
when it comes to money, I’m a tight-ass who is at pains to avoid looking like one.




•
 
he's a notorious tight-arse and is always very hesitant about coughing up for anything.



















tight-assed

 


‹Brit.›

 tight-arsed






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 inhibited, repressed, or excessively conventional




•
 
a tight-assed good guy who believes himself so superior that he does not want to behave badly.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unwilling to spend money; stingy or miserly




•
 
firms can be liberal in spending money on equipment but tight-assed regarding people.



















tighten

 
/ˈtītn/





I.
 
verb




make or become tight or tighter


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
tighten the bolts




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the revenue laws were 
tightening up

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
tighten one's belt






see belt
 .









2.
 
tighten the screw






see screw
 .

















tight end

 
/tīt end/






noun






[Football]

 an offensive end who lines up close to the tackle.













tightfisted

 
/ˌtītˈfistəd/






adjective






‹informal›

 not willing to spend or give much money; miserly.













tight-fitting

 
/ˈtīt ˈˌfidiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a garment) fitting close to and showing the contours of the body.




2.
 
(of a lid or cover) forming a tight seal when placed on a container.













tight junction






noun






[Biology]

 a specialized connection of two adjacent animal cell membranes such that the space usually lying between them is absent.













tight-knit

 
/ˈtīt ˈˌnit /

 
tightly knit






adjective




(of a group of people) united or bound together by strong relationships and common interests




•
 
tight-knit mining communities.



















tight-lipped

 
/ˈtīt ˈˌlipt/






adjective




with the lips firmly closed, especially as a sign of suppressed emotion or determined reticence




•
 
she stayed tight-lipped and shook her head




•
 


‹figurative›

 a group of tight-lipped air force officers.



















tight money






noun






[Finance]

 money or financing that is available only at high rates of interest.













tightrope

 
/ˈtītˌrōp/





I.
 
noun




a rope or wire stretched tightly high above the ground, on which acrobats perform feats of balancing


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a tightrope walker




•
 


‹figurative›

 he continues to 
walk a tightrope

 between success and failure.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or perform on a tightrope.













tights

 
/tīts/






plural noun



1.
 
a woman's thin, close-fitting garment, typically made of nylon or other knitted yarn, covering the legs, hips, and bottom.




2.
 
a garment similar to tights worn by a dancer or acrobat.













tightwad

 
/ˈtītˌwäd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a mean or miserly person.













tighty-whities

 
/ˌtītēˈ(h)wīdēz/






noun






‹informal›

 men's white cotton briefs.













Tiglath-pileser

 
/ˌtiɡlaTHpəˈlēzər/





I.
 
the name of three kings of Assyria, notably.




II.
 


Tiglath-pileser I

 , reigned 
c.

 1115–
c.

 1077 
BC

 . He extended Assyrian territory by taking Cappadocia, reaching Syria, and defeating the king of Babylonia.




III.
 


Tiglath-pileser III

 , reigned 
c.

 745–727 
BC

 . He brought the Assyrian empire to the height of its power by subduing large parts of Syria and Palestine, and he conquered Babylonia.









tignon

 
/ˈtēyôN, tēˈyôN/





I.
 
noun




a piece of cloth worn as a turban headdress by Creole women from Louisiana.











– origin

 Louisana French, from French 
tigne

 , dialect variant of 
teigne

 ‘moth.’






tigon

 
/ˈtīɡən /

 
tiglon





I.
 
noun




the hybrid offspring of a male tiger and a lioness.











– origin

 1920s: portmanteau word from tiger
 and lion
 .





Tigray

 
/təˈɡrā /

 
Tigre





I.
 
a province of Ethiopia, in the north of the country, bordering Eritrea. Tigray engaged in a bitter guerrilla war against the government of Ethiopia 1975–91, during which time the region suffered badly from drought and famine.




II.
 
derivatives





Tigrayan

 
/-ˈɡrāən /

 
Tigrean






adjective, noun






















Tigre

 
/ˈtēɡrā/





I.
 
noun




a Semitic language spoken in Eritrea and adjoining parts of Sudan. It is not the language of Tigray, which is Tigrinya.











– origin

 the name in Tigre.





tigress

 
/ˈtīɡris/






noun



1.
 
a female tiger.




2.
 
a fierce or passionate woman.













Tigrinya

 
/təˈɡrinyə/





I.
 
noun




a Semitic language spoken in Tigray.

Compare with Tigre
 .











– origin

 the name in Tigrinya.





Tigris

 
/ˈtīɡris/






a river in southwestern Asia. It rises in the mountains of eastern Turkey and flows southeast for 1,150 miles (1,850 km) through Iraq, passing through Baghdad, to join the Euphrates River to form the Shatt al-Arab, which flows into the Persian Gulf.










Tihwa

 
/ˌdēˈhwä/






former name (until 1954) for Urumqi
 .









Tijuana

 
/ˌtēəˈwänə, tēˈhwänə/






a town in northwestern Mexico, just south of the US border; pop. 1,286,187 (2005).









Tikal

 
/tēˈkäl/






an ancient Mayan city in northern Guatemala. It flourished 
AD

 300–800.









tiki

 
/ˈtēkē/





I.
 
noun






(NZ)

 a large wooden or small greenstone image of a human figure.











– origin

 Maori, literally ‘image.’





tiki-taka

 
/tikēˈtakə/





I.
 
noun






[Soccer]

 a style of play involving highly accurate short passing and an emphasis on retaining possession of the ball




•
 
the foundation of Spain's success was obviously tiki-taka




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
their tiki-taka style.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from Spanish 
tiqui-taca

 , probably originally imitative. The term was originally associated with FC Barcelona.





tikka

 
/ˈtikə, ˈtē-/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
an Indian dish of small pieces of meat or vegetables marinated in a spice mixture.











– origin

 from Punjabi 
ṭikkā

 .





tilak

 
/ˈtilək/





I.
 
noun




a mark worn by a Hindu on the forehead to indicate caste, status, or sect, or as an ornament.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
tilaka

 .





tilapia

 
/təˈläpēə/





I.
 
noun




an African freshwater cichlid fish that has been widely introduced to many areas for food.

[
Tilapia

 and related genera, family 
Cichlidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, of unknown origin.





Tilburg

 
/ˈtilbərɡ/






an industrial city in the southern Netherlands, in the province of North Brabant; pop. 202,091 (2008).









tilbury

 
/ˈtilb(ə)rē ˈtilˌberē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light, open two-wheeled carriage.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after its inventor.





Tilbury

 
/ˈtilbərē, -ˌberē/






the principal container port of London and southeastern England, on the northern bank of the Thames River.









tilde

 
/ˈtildə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an accent (~) placed over Spanish 
n

 when pronounced 
ny

 (as in 
señor

 ) or Portuguese 
a

 or 
o

 when nasalized (as in 
São Paulo

 ), or over a vowel in phonetic transcription, indicating nasalization.




2.
 
the tilde symbol as a part of a URL.




3.
 
a symbol similar to a tilde used in mathematics to indicate similarity, and in logic to indicate negation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, based on Latin 
titulus

 (see title
 ).





Tilden, Bill

 
/ˈtildən/






(1893–53), US tennis player; full name 
William Tatem Tilden II

 . During 1920–30, he won the men's singles title at seven US Open and three Wimbledon tournaments. He led the US to seven straight Davis Cup victories 1920–26.










tile

 
/tīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin rectangular slab of baked clay, concrete, or other material, used in overlapping rows for covering roofs.




2.
 
a thin square slab of glazed ceramic, cork, linoleum, or other material for covering floors, walls, or other surfaces.




3.
 
a thin, flat piece used in Scrabble, mah-jongg, and certain other games.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 a plane shape used in tiling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tiled

 )


1.
 
cover (something) with tiles




•
 
the lobby was tiled in blue.










2.
 


[Computing]

 arrange (two or more windows) on a computer screen so that they do not overlap.








III.
 
phrases





on the tiles








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 having a lively night out




•
 
it won't be the first time he's spent 
a night on the tiles

 .





















– origin

 Old English 
tigele

 , from Latin 
tegula

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘cover.’





tilefish

 
/ˈtīlˌfiSH/






noun




a long, slender bottom-dwelling fish of warm seas.

[Several species in the family 
Malacanthidae

 (or 
Branchiostegidae

 ), in particular the large and edible 
Lopholatilus chamaeleonticeps

 of the Atlantic coast of North America.]













tiler

 
/ˈtīlər/






noun



1.
 
a person who lays tiles




•
 
a roof tiler.










2.
 
the doorkeeper of a Masonic lodge, who prevents outsiders from entering.













tiling

 
/ˈtīliNG/






noun



1.
 
a surface covered by tiles




•
 
an area of plain tiling.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a way of arranging identical plane shapes so that they completely cover an area without overlapping.














till1


 
/til/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction




less formal way of saying until
 .











– origin

 Old English 
til

 , of Germanic origin; related to Old Norse 
til

 ‘to,’ also ultimately to till
 3
 . / 
usage:

 In most contexts, 
till

 and 
until

 have the same meaning and are interchangeable. The main difference is that 
till

 is generally considered to be more informal than 
until

 . 
Until

 occurs much more frequently than 
till

 in writing. In addition, 
until

 tends to be the natural choice at the beginning of a sentence: 
until

 very recently, there was still a chance of rescuing the situation. Interestingly, while it is commonly assumed that 
till

 is an abbreviated form of 
until

 (the spellings 
'till

 and 
'til

 reflect this), 
till

 is in fact the earlier form. 
Until

 appears to have been formed by the addition of Old Norse 
und

 (‘as far as’) several hundred years after the date of the first records for 
till

 .





till2


 
/til/





I.
 
noun




a cash register or drawer for money in a store, bank, or restaurant.








II.
 
phrases





have (or with) one's fingers (or hand) in the till






used in reference to theft from one's place of work




•
 
he was caught with his hand in the till and sacked.





















– origin

 late Middle English (in the general sense ‘drawer or compartment for valuables’): of unknown origin.






till3


 
/til/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
prepare and cultivate (land) for crops




•
 
no land was being tilled or crops sown.














II.
 
derivatives





tillable

 
/ˈtiləb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tilian

 ‘strive for, obtain by effort,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
telen

 ‘produce, cultivate’ and German 
zielen

 ‘aim, strive,’ also ultimately to till
 1
 . The current sense dates from Middle English.






till4


 
/til/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sediment consisting of particles of various sizes and deposited by melting glaciers or ice sheets.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally Scots, denoting shale): of unknown origin.





tillage

 
/ˈtilij/






noun



1.
 
the preparation of land for growing crops.




2.
 
land under cultivation




•
 
forty acres of tillage.



















tiller1


 
/ˈtilər/





I.
 
noun




a horizontal bar fitted to the head of a boat's rudder post and used as a lever for steering.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
telier

 ‘weaver's beam, stock of a crossbow,’ from medieval Latin 
telarium

 , from Latin 
tela

 ‘web.’





tiller2


 
/ˈtilər/






noun




an implement or machine for breaking up soil; a plow or cultivator.













tiller3


 
/ˈtilər/





I.
 
noun




a lateral shoot from the base of the stem, especially in a grass or cereal.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
tillering

 )


1.
 
develop tillers.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting a sapling arising from the stool of a felled tree): apparently based on Old English 
telga

 ‘bough,’ of Germanic origin.





Tillich, Paul

 
/ˈtilik/






(1886–1965), US theologian and philosopher, born in Germany; full name 
Paul Johannes Tillich

 . He proposed a form of Christian existentialism, outlining a reconciliation of religion and secular society, as expounded in 
Systematic Theology

 (1951–63).









tillite

 
/ˈtilīt/






noun






[Geology]

 sedimentary rock composed of lithified glacial till.













Tilsit

 
/ˈtilsit, -zit/





I.
 
noun




a semihard mildly flavored cheese.











– origin

 named after the town in East Prussia (now Sovetsk, Russia) where it was first produced.






tilt

 
/tilt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move into a sloping position


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the floor tilted slightly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he tilted his head to one side.










2.
 
change or cause to change in favor of one person or thing as opposed to another


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the balance of industrial power tilted towards the workers.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a camera) in a vertical plane.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tilt at

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 (in jousting) thrust at with a lance or other weapon




•
 
he tilts at his prey




•
 


‹figurative›

 the lonely hero tilting at the system.










5.
 
(
tilt with

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 engage in a contest with




•
 
I resolved never to tilt with a French lady in compliment.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sloping position or movement




•
 
the tilt of her head




•
 
the coffee cup was on a tilt.










2.
 
an upward or downward pivoting movement of a camera




•
 
pans and tilts.










3.
 
an inclination or bias




•
 
the paper's 
tilt toward

 the Republicans.










4.
 
short for tilt hammer
 .




5.
 


‹historical›

 a combat for exercise or sport between two men on horseback with lances; a joust.




6.
 
(
tilt at

 )
 — an attempt at winning (something) or defeating (someone), especially in sports




•
 
a tilt at the championship.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
(at) full tilt






with maximum energy or force; at top speed.









2.
 
tilt at windmills






attack imaginary enemies or evils.

[with allusion to the story of Don Quixote tilting at windmills, believing they were giants.]












IV.
 
derivatives





tilter

 
/ˈtiltər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘fall or cause to fall, topple’): perhaps related to Old English 
tealt

 ‘unsteady,’ or perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to Norwegian 
tylten

 ‘unsteady’ and Swedish 
tulta

 ‘totter.’





tilth

 
/tilTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cultivation of land; tillage.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the condition of tilled soil, especially in respect to suitability for sowing seeds




•
 
he could determine whether the soil was of the right tilth.










3.
 
prepared surface soil.











– origin

 Old English 
tilth

 , 
tilthe

 , from 
tilian

 (see till
 3
 ).






tilt hammer

 
/tilt ˈhamər/






noun




a heavy pivoted hammer used in forging, raised mechanically and allowed to drop on the metal being worked.













tilt yard

 
/tilt yärd/






noun






‹historical›

 a place where jousts took place.













Tim.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Timothy.













timbal

 
/ˈtimbəl /

 
tymbal





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a kettledrum.




2.
 
a membrane that forms part of the sound-producing organ in various insects, as the cicada.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
timbale

 , alteration (influenced by 
cymbale

 ‘cymbal’) of obsolete 
tamballe

 , from Spanish 
atabal

 , from Arabic 
aṭ-ṭabl

 ‘the drum.’





timbale

 
/ˈtimb(ə)l ˌtimˈbäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dish of finely minced meat or fish cooked with other ingredients in a pastry shell or in a mold.




2.
 
(
timbales

 )
 — paired cylindrical drums played with sticks in Latin American dance music.











– origin

 French, ‘drum’ (in sense 1 with reference to the shape of the prepared dish; in sense 2 short for 
timbales cubains

 or 
timbales creoles

 ‘Cuban’ or ‘creole drums’).





timber

 
/ˈtimbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
wood prepared for use in building and carpentry




•
 
the exploitation of forests for timber




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a small timber building.










2.
 
trees grown for timber




•
 
contracts to cut timber.










3.
 
(usu. 
timbers

 )
 — a wooden beam or board used in building a house, ship, or other structure.




4.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used to warn that a tree is about to fall after being cut




•
 
we cried “Timber!” as our tree fell.










5.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 personal qualities or character, especially as seen as suitable for a particular role




•
 
she is frequently hailed as presidential timber.

















– origin

 Old English in the sense ‘a building,’ also ‘building material,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
Zimmer

 ‘room,’ from an Indo-European root meaning ‘build.’





timbered

 
/ˈtimbərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a building) made wholly or partly of timber




•
 
black-and-white timbered buildings.










2.
 
(of the walls or other surface of a room) covered with wooden panels




•
 
the timbered banqueting hall.










3.
 
having many trees; wooded.













timber hitch





I.
 
noun




a knot used to attach a rope to a log or spar.








II.
 
derivatives





timber-hitch






verb





















timbering

 
/ˈtimb(ə)riNG/






noun




wood as a building material, or finished work built from wood.













timberland

 
/ˈtimbərˌland/






noun

 — (also 
timberlands

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 land covered with forest suitable or managed for timber.














timberline

 
/ˈtimbərˌlīn/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (on a mountain) the line or altitude above which no trees grow.

Also called tree line
 .




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (in high northern (or southern) latitudes) the line north (or south) of which no trees grow.














timber wolf

 
/ˈtimbər ˌwo͝olf/






noun




a wolf of a large variety found mainly in northern North America, with gray brindled fur.

Also called gray wolf
 .













timber yard

 
//






noun






(Brit.)

 a lumberyard.














timbre

 
/ˈtambər/





I.
 
noun




the character or quality of a musical sound or voice as distinct from its pitch and intensity




•
 
trumpet mutes with different timbres




•
 
a voice high in pitch but rich in timbre.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from medieval Greek 
timbanon

 , from Greek 
tumpanon

 ‘drum.’





timbrel

 
/ˈtimbrəl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a tambourine or similar instrument.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps a diminutive of obsolete 
timbre

 , in the same sense, from Old French (see timbre
 ).






Timbuktu

 
/ˌtimbəkˈto͞o /

 
Timbuctoo





I.
 
a town in northern Mali; pop. 35,600 (est. 2009). Formerly a major trading center for gold and salt on the trans-Saharan trade routes, it reached the height of its prosperity in the 16th century but fell into decline after its capture by the Moroccans in 1591.

French name Tombouctou
 .




II.
 
used in reference to a remote or extremely distant place




•
 
from here to Timbuktu.
















time

 
/tīm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the indefinite continued progress of existence and events in the past, present, and future regarded as a whole




•
 
travel through space and time




•
 
one of the greatest wits of all time.










2.
 
the progress of time as affecting people and things




•
 
things were getting better as time passed.










3.
 
time or an amount of time as reckoned by a conventional standard




•
 
it's eight o'clock Eastern Standard Time.










4.
 
(
Time

 or 
Father Time

 )
 — the personification of time, typically as an old man with a scythe and hourglass.




5.
 
a point of time as measured in hours and minutes past midnight or noon




•
 
the time is 9:30.










6.
 
a moment or definite portion of time allotted, used, or suitable for a purpose




•
 
the scheduled departure time




•
 
should we set a time for the meeting?










7.
 
(often 
time for/to do something

 )
 — the favorable or appropriate time to do something; the right moment




•
 
it was time to go




•
 
it's time for bed.










8.
 
(
a time

 )
 — an indefinite period




•
 
traveling always distorts one's feelings for a time.










9.
 
(also 
times

 )
 — a more or less definite portion of time in history or characterized by particular events or circumstances




•
 
Victorian times




•
 
at the time of Galileo




•
 
the park is beautiful at this time of year.










10.
 
(also 
times

 )
 — the conditions of life during a particular period




•
 
times have changed.










11.
 
(
the Times

 )
 — used in names of newspapers




•
 
The New York Times.










12.
 
(
one's time

 )
 — one's lifetime




•
 
I've known a lot of women in my time.










13.
 
(
one's time

 )
 — the successful, fortunate, or influential part of a person's life or career




•
 
in my time that was unheard of.










14.
 
(
one's time

 )
 — the appropriate or expected time for something, in particular childbirth or death




•
 
he seemed old before his time.










15.
 
an apprenticeship




•
 
all of our foremen 
served their time

 on the loading dock.










16.
 


‹dated›

 a period of menstruation or pregnancy.




17.
 
the normal rate of pay for time spent working




•
 
if called out on weekends, they are paid 
time and a half

 .










18.
 
the length of time taken to run a race or complete an event or journey




•
 
his time for the mile was 3:49.31.










19.
 
(in sports) a moment at which play is stopped temporarily within a game, or the act of calling for this




•
 
the umpire 
called time

 .










20.
 


[Soccer]

 the end of the game




•
 
he scored five minutes from time.










21.
 
time as allotted, available, or used




•
 
we need more time




•
 
it would be a waste of time.










22.
 


‹informal›

 a prison sentence




•
 
he was 
doing time for

 fraud.










23.
 
an instance of something happening or being done; an occasion




•
 
this is the first time I have gotten into debt




•
 
the nurse came in four times a day.










24.
 
an event, occasion, or period experienced in a particular way




•
 
we had a good time




•
 
she was 
having a

 rough 
time of it

 .










25.
 
(
times

 )
 — (following a number) expressing multiplication




•
 
five goes into fifteen three times




•
 
it burns calories four times faster than walking.










26.
 
the rhythmic pattern of a piece of music, as expressed by a time signature




•
 
tunes 
in

 waltz 
time

 .










27.
 
the tempo at which a piece of music is played or marked to be played.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
infinitive

 ]
 — plan, schedule, or arrange when (something) should happen or be done




•
 
the first track race is timed for 11:15




•
 
the bomb had been timed to go off an hour later.










2.
 
perform (an action) at a particular moment




•
 
Williams timed his pass perfectly from about thirty yards.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — measure the time taken by (a process or activity, or a person doing it)




•
 
we were timed and given certificates according to our speed




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I timed how long it took to empty that tanker.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
time something out

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 (of a computer or a program) cancel an operation automatically because a predefined interval of time has passed without a certain event happening.




5.
 
(
time out

 )
 — (of an operation) be canceled after a predefined interval of time.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
about time






used to convey that something now happening or about to happen should have happened earlier




•
 
it's about time I came clean and admitted it.















2.
 
against time






with utmost speed, so as to finish by a specified time




•
 
he was working against time.















3.
 
all the time





a.
 
at all times.




b.
 
very frequently or regularly




•
 
we were in and out of each other's houses all the time.















4.
 
at one time






in or during a known but unspecified past period




•
 
she was a nurse at one time.















5.
 
at the same time





a.
 
simultaneously; at once.




b.
 
nevertheless (used to introduce a fact that should be taken into account)




•
 
I can't really explain it, but at the same time I'm not convinced.















6.
 
at a time






separately in the specified groups or numbers




•
 
he took the stairs two at a time.















7.
 
at times






sometimes; on occasions.









8.
 
before time






before the due or expected time.









9.
 
behind time






late.









10.
 
behind the times






not aware of or using the latest ideas or techniques; out of date.









11.
 
for the time being






for the present; until some other arrangement is made.









12.
 
give someone the time of day






[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — be pleasantly polite or friendly to someone




•
 
I wouldn't give him the time of day if I could help it.















13.
 
half the time






as often as not.









14.
 
have no time for





a.
 
be unable or unwilling to spend time on




•
 
he had no time for anything except essays and projects.










b.
 
dislike or disapprove of




•
 
he's got no time for airheads.















15.
 
have the time





a.
 
be able to spend the time needed to do something




•
 
she didn't have the time to look very closely.










b.
 
know from having a watch what time it is.









16.
 
in (less than) no time






very quickly or very soon




•
 
the video has sold 30,000 copies in no time.















17.
 
in one's own time






(also 
in one's own good time

 )
 — at a time and a rate decided by oneself.









18.
 
in time





a.
 
not late; punctual




•
 
I came back 
in time for

 Molly's party.










b.
 
eventually




•
 
there is the danger that he might, in time, not be able to withstand temptation.










c.
 
in accordance with the appropriate musical rhythm or tempo.









19.
 
keep good (or bad) time





a.
 
(of a clock or watch) record time accurately (or inaccurately).




b.
 
(of a person) be habitually punctual (or not punctual).









20.
 
keep time






play or rhythmically accompany music in time.









21.
 
lose no time






do a specified thing immediately or as soon as possible




•
 
the administration 
lost no time in

 trying to regain the initiative.















22.
 
no time






a very short interval or period




•
 
the renovations were done 
in no time

 .















23.
 
on one's own time






outside working hours; without being paid.









24.
 
on time






punctual; punctually




•
 
the train was on time




•
 
we paid our bills on time.















25.
 
out of time





a.
 
at the wrong time or period




•
 
I felt that I was born out of time.










b.
 
not following or maintaining the correct rhythm (of music)




•
 
every time we get to this part in the song, you are out of time.










c.
 
with no time remaining to continue or complete something, especially a task for which a specific amount of time had been allowed




•
 
I knew the answers to all the essay questions, but I 
ran out of time

 .















26.
 
pass the time of day






exchange greetings or casual remarks.









27.
 
time after time (also time and again or time and time again)






on very many occasions; repeatedly.









28.
 
time and tide wait for no man








‹proverb›

 if you don't make use of a favorable opportunity, you may never get the same chance again.









29.
 
time flies






used to observe that time seems to pass very quickly




•
 
people say time flies when you're having fun




•
 
my daughter started school in September—oh, how time flies.







[translation of tempus fugit.]









30.
 
time immemorial






used to refer to a point of time in the past that was so long ago that people have no knowledge or memory of it




•
 
markets had been held there 
from time immemorial

 .















31.
 
time is money








‹proverb›

 time is a valuable resource, therefore it is better to do things as quickly as possible.









32.
 
the time of one's life






a period or occasion of exceptional enjoyment.









33.
 
time of the month






the time during which a woman or girl has her period; an occurrence of menstruation




•
 
they assume that if I am upset about anything, it must be my time of the month.















34.
 
time out of mind






another way of saying time immemorial
 .









35.
 
time was






there was a time when




•
 
time was, each street had its own specialized trade.















36.
 
(only) time will tell






the truth or correctness of something will (only) be established at some time in the future.















– origin

 Old English 
tīma

 , of Germanic origin; related to tide
 , which it superseded in temporal senses. The earliest of the current verb senses (dating from late Middle English) is ‘do (something) at a particular moment.’





time-and-motion study






noun




a procedure in which the efficiency of an industrial or other operation is evaluated.













time base






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 a signal for uniformly and repeatedly deflecting the electron beam of a cathode ray tube.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 a line on the display produced in this way and serving as a time axis.













time bomb

 
/ˈtīm ˌbäm/






noun



1.
 
a bomb designed to explode at a preset time.




2.
 
a process or procedure causing a problem that will eventually become dangerous if not addressed




•
 
an environmental time bomb.



















time capsule






noun




a container storing a selection of objects chosen as being typical of the present time, buried for discovery in the future.













timecard

 
/ˈtīmˌkärd/






noun




a card used to record an employee's starting and quitting times, usually stamped by a time clock.














time clock

 
/ˈtīm ˌkläk/






noun




a clock with a device for recording employees' times of arrival and departure.













time code

 
/tīm kōd/






noun






[Electronics]

 a coded signal on videotape or film giving information about such things as frame number, time of recording, or exposure.













time constant

 
/tīm ˈkänstənt/






noun






[Physics]

 a time that represents the speed with which a particular system can respond to change, typically equal to the time taken for a specified parameter to vary by a factor of 11/
e

 (approximately 0.6321).













time-consuming

 
/ˈtīm kənˈˌs(y)o͞omiNG/






adjective




taking a lot of or too much time




•
 
an extremely time-consuming process.



















time deposit

 
/tīm dəˈpäzət dēˈpäzət/






noun




a deposit in a bank account that cannot be withdrawn before a set date or for which notice of withdrawal is required.













time difference






noun



1.
 
the difference in standard time between places in different time zones.




2.
 
the difference in the time at which two things happen or in how long they occur.














time division multiplexing






noun






[Telecommunications]

 a technique for transmitting two or more signals over the same telephone line, radio channel, or other medium. Each signal is sent as a series of pulses or packets, which are interleaved with those of the other signal or signals and transmitted as a continuous stream.

Compare with frequency division multiplexing
 .













time domain






noun






[Physics]

 time considered as an independent variable in the analysis or measurement of time-dependent phenomena.













time exposure






noun




the exposure of photographic film for longer than the maximum normal shutter setting.













time frame

 
/ˈtīm ˌfrām/






noun




a period of time, especially a specified period in which something occurs or is planned to take place




•
 
the work had to be done in a time frame of fourteen working days.



















time-honored

 
/ˈtīmˌänərd/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a custom or tradition) respected or valued because it has existed for a long time.













timekeeper

 
/ˈtīmˌkēpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who measures or records the amount of time taken, especially in a sports competition.




2.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person regarded as being punctual or not punctual




•
 
we were good timekeepers.










3.
 
a watch or clock regarded as recording time accurately or inaccurately




•
 
these watches are accurate timekeepers.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 a clock.








II.
 
derivatives





timekeeping

 
/ˈtīmˌkēpiNG /






noun





















time-lapse






adjective




denoting the photographic technique of taking a sequence of frames at set intervals to record changes that take place slowly over time. When the frames are shown at normal speed, or in quick succession, the action seems much faster.













timeless

 
/ˈtīmləs/





I.
 
adjective




not affected by the passage of time or changes in fashion




•
 
antiques add to the timeless atmosphere of the dining room.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
timelessly






adverb













2.
 
timelessness

 
/ˈtīmləsnəs /






noun





















time limit

 
/ˈtīm ˌlimit/






noun




a limit of time within which something must be done.













timeline

 
/ˈtīmlīn /

 
time line






noun




a graphic representation of the passage of time as a line.













time lock

 
/ˈtīm ˌläk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lock fitted with a device that prevents it from being unlocked until a set time.




2.
 
a device built into a computer program to stop it from operating after a certain time.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure (a door or other locking mechanism) with a time lock.




2.
 
link (something) inextricably to a certain period of time




•
 
an overdone theme tends to time-lock a setting and stifle imagination.



















timely

 
/ˈtīmlē/





I.
 
adjective




done or occurring at a favorable or useful time; opportune




•
 
a timely warning.














II.
 
derivatives





timeliness

 
/ˈtīmlēnis /






noun





















time machine

 
/tīm məˈSHēn/






noun




(in science fiction) a machine capable of transporting a person backward or forward in time.













time management






noun




the ability to use one's time effectively or productively, especially at work




•
 
time management is the key to efficient working




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
students may need help in developing time management skills.



















time off

 
/tīm ôf äf/






noun




time for rest or recreation away from one's usual work or studies




•
 
we're too busy to 
take time off

 .



















timeous

 
/ˈtīməs/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Scottish)

 in good time; sufficiently early




•
 
ensure timeous completion and posting of applications.














II.
 
derivatives





timeously






adverb





















time out

 
/ˌtīm ˈout/






noun



1.
 
time for rest or recreation away from one's usual work or studies




•
 
she is 
taking time out

 from her hectic tour.










2.
 
(usu. 
timeout

 or 
time-out

 )
 — a brief break in play in a game or sport




•
 
he inadvertently called for a timeout with two seconds remaining.










3.
 
(also 
timeout

 or 
time-out

 )
 — an imposed temporary suspension of activities, especially the separation of a misbehaving child from one or more playmates as a disciplinary measure




•
 
it's the third time this week he's been 
in time-out

 .










4.
 
(usu. 
timeout

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a cancellation or cessation that automatically occurs when a predefined interval of time has passed without a certain event occurring.













timepiece

 
/ˈtīmˌpēs/






noun




an instrument, such as a clock or watch, for measuring time.













time-poor






adjective




spending much of one's time working or busy; lacking free time




•
 
time-poor office workers.



















timer

 
/ˈtīmər/






noun



1.
 
an automatic mechanism for activating a device at a preset time




•
 
a video timer.










2.
 
a person or device that measures or records the amount of time taken by a process or activity.




3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — used to indicate how many times someone has done something




•
 
for most first-timers the success rate is 45 percent.



















time-release






adjective




denoting something, especially a medicine, that releases an active substance gradually.













times

 
/tīmz/





I.
 
preposition




multiplied by




•
 
eleven times four is forty-four.

















– origin

 see time
 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun).





timesaving

 
/ˈtīmˌsāviNG/





I.
 
adjective




reducing the amount of time needed to do something




•
 
he had no idea this timesaving idea would turn into a profitable business




•
 
timesaving devices.














II.
 
derivatives





timesaver

 
/ˈtīmˌsāvər /






noun





















timescale

 
/ˈtīmskāl/






noun




the time allowed for or taken by a process or sequence of events




•
 
climatic changes on a timescale of thousands of years.



















time series

 
/tīm ˈsirēz/






noun






[Statistics]

 a series of values of a quantity obtained at successive times, often with equal intervals between them.













time-server

 
/tīm ˈsərvər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who changes their views to suit the prevailing circumstances or fashion.




2.
 
a person who makes very little effort at work because they are waiting to leave or retire.




3.
 
(
time server

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a server that distributes synchronized time information to all members of a network.








II.
 
derivatives





time-serving






adjective





















timeshare

 
/ˈtīmˌSHer/






noun



1.
 
the arrangement whereby several joint owners have the right to use a property as a vacation home under a time-sharing agreement




•
 
a growing interest in timeshare.










2.
 
a property owned under a time-sharing agreement.













time-sharing

 
/ˈtīmˌSHeriNG/






noun



1.
 
the operation of a computer system by several users for different operations at the same time.




2.
 
the use of a property as a vacation home at specified times by several joint owners.













time sheet

 
/tīm SHēt /

 
timesheet






noun




a piece of paper for recording the number of hours worked.













time-shift

 
/ˈtīmSHift/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move from one period in time to another.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — record (a television program) for later viewing.








II.
 
noun

 — (
time shift

 )


1.
 
a movement from one period in time to another, especially in a play or movie.














time signature






noun






[Music]

 an indication of rhythm following a clef, generally expressed as a fraction with the denominator defining the beat as a division of a whole note and the numerator giving the number of beats in each bar.













time slice

 
/tīm slīs/






noun






[Computing]

 a short interval of time during which a computer or its central processor deals uninterruptedly with one user or program, before switching to another.













Times Square

 
/tīmz ˈskwer/






a focal point of Manhattan in New York City, around the intersection of Broadway and 42nd Street.









times table






noun




informal term for multiplication table
 .













time suck






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 an inefficient or unproductive activity, process, etc.; a waste of time




•
 
the Internet can be a colossal time suck.



















timetable

 
/ˈtīmˌtābəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a chart showing the departure and arrival times of trains, buses, or planes.




2.
 
a plan of times at which events are scheduled to take place, especially toward a particular end




•
 
the timetable for a military coup.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
schedule (something) to take place at a particular time




•
 
German lessons were timetabled on Wednesday and Friday.



















time travel

 
/ˈtīm ˌtravəl/





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) the action of traveling through time into the past or the future.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
time-travel






verb













2.
 
time traveler






noun





















time trial

 
/ˈtīm ˌtrī(ə)l/






noun




(in various sports) a test of a competitor's individual speed over a set distance, especially a cycling race in which competitors are separately timed.













time warp

 
/ˈtīm ˌwôrp/






noun




(especially in science fiction) an imaginary distortion of space in relation to time whereby people or objects of one period can be moved to another.













timeworn

 
/ˈtīmwôrn/






adjective




damaged or impaired, or made less striking or attractive, as a result of age or much use




•
 
the timeworn faces of the veterans




•
 
a timeworn aphorism.



















timid

 
/ˈtimid/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of courage or confidence; easily frightened




•
 
I was too timid to ask for what I wanted.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
timidity

 
/təˈmidədē /






noun













2.
 
timidly

 
/ˈtimidlē /






adverb













3.
 
timidness

 
/ˈtimidnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
timidus

 , from 
timere

 ‘to fear.’





timing

 
/ˈtīmiNG/






noun



1.
 
the choice, judgment, or control of when something should be done




•
 
one of the secrets of golf is good timing.










2.
 
a particular point or period of time when something happens.




3.
 
(in an internal combustion engine) the times when the valves open and close, and the time of the ignition spark, in relation to the movement of the piston in the cylinder.













timing chain






noun




a metal chain or reinforced rubber belt that drives the camshaft of an internal combustion engine. Also called 
timing belt

 .














Timişoara

 
/ˌtēmiˈSHwärə/






an industrial city in western Romania; pop. 303,796 (2006). Formerly part of Hungary, the city has substantial Hungarian- and German-speaking populations.

Hungarian name Temesvár
 .









timocracy

 
/təˈmäkrəsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 a form of government in which possession of property is required in order to hold office.




2.
 


[chiefly Philosophy]

 a form of government in which rulers are motivated by ambition or love of honor.








II.
 
derivatives





timocratic

 
/ˌtiməˈkradik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
timocracie

 , via medieval Latin from Greek 
timokratia

 , from 
timē

 ‘honor, worth’ + 
-kratia

 ‘power.’ 
Sense

 1 reflects Aristotle's usage, 
sense

 2 Plato's.





timolol

 
/ˈtīməˌlôl, -ˌläl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that acts as a beta blocker and is used to treat hypertension, migraines, and glaucoma.

[Chem. formula: C13
 H24
 N4
 O3
 S.]











– origin

 1970s: from 
tim-

 (of unknown origin) + 
(propran)olol

 .





Timor

 
/ˈtēmôr/





I.
 
the largest of the Lesser Sunda Islands, in the southern Malay Archipelago. The island was formerly divided into Dutch West Timor and Portuguese East Timor. In 1950, West Timor was absorbed into the newly formed Republic of Indonesia. In 1975, East Timor declared itself independent but was invaded and occupied by Indonesia; it finally became an independent state in 2002 (see East Timor
 ).




II.
 
derivatives





Timorese

 
/ˌtēməˈrēz /






adjective, noun






















Timor Leste

 
/tēˈmôr ˈleSHtā/






official name of East Timor
 .









timorous

 
/ˈtim(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




showing or suffering from nervousness, fear, or a lack of confidence




•
 
a timorous voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
timorously

 
/ˈtim(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
timorousness

 
/ˈtim(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘feeling fear’): from Old French 
temoreus

 , from medieval Latin 
timorosus

 , from Latin 
timor

 ‘fear,’ from 
timere

 ‘to fear.’





Timor Sea






an arm of the Indian Ocean between Timor and northwestern Australia.









timothy

 
/ˈtiməTHē /

 
timothy grass





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian grass that is widely grown for grazing and hay. It is naturalized in North America, where many cultivars have been developed.

[
Phleum pratense

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after 
Timothy

 Hanson, the American farmer who introduced it to the Carolinas from New York (
c.

 1720).





Timothy

 
/ˈtiməTHē/






either of two books of the New Testament, epistles of St. Paul addressed to St. Timothy.









Timothy, St.






(1st century 
AD

 ), convert and disciple of St. Paul. Traditionally, he was the first bishop of Ephesus and was martyred in the reign of Roman emperor Nerva. Feast day, January 22 or 26.










timpani

 
/ˈtimpənē /

 
tympani





I.
 
plural noun




kettledrums, especially when played by one musician in an orchestra.








II.
 
derivatives





timpanist

 
/ˈtimp(ə)nəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, plural of 
timpano

 ‘kettledrum,’ from Latin 
tympanum

 ‘drum’ (see tympanum
 ).





tin

 
/tin/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
(Symbol: 
Sn

 )
 — a silvery-white metal, the chemical element of atomic number 50.




b.
 
short for tinplate
 .




c.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 money.





Tin is quite a rare element, occurring chiefly in the mineral cassiterite. Pure crystalline tin exists in two allotropic modifications, the metallic form (
white tin

 ), and a semimetallic form (
gray tin

 ). It is used in various alloys, notably bronze, and for electroplating iron or steel sheets to make tinplate.




2.
 
a metal container, in particular




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for tin can
 :




•
 
she had opened 
a tin of

 beans.










4.
 
a lidded airtight container made of tinplate or aluminum




•
 
Albert got out the cookie tin.










5.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 an open metal container for baking food




•
 
grease a loaf tin.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with a thin layer of tin




•
 
the copper pans are tinned inside.














III.
 
phrases





have a tin ear






be tone-deaf.















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tin

 and German 
Zinn

 .





tinamou

 
/ˈtinəˌmo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a ground-dwelling tropical American bird that looks somewhat like a grouse.

[Family 
Tinamidae

 : several genera and many species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Galibi 
tinamu

 .





Tinbergen, Jan

 
/ˈtinˌberɡə(n)/






(1903–94), Dutch economist. A pioneer in econometrics, he was the brother of zoologist Nikolaas Tinbergen. Nobel Prize for Economics (1969), shared with Ragnar Frisch.









Tinbergen, Nikolaas






(1907–88), Dutch zoologist. He found that much animal behavior is innate and stereotyped, and he introduced the concept of displacement activity. He was the brother of economist Jan Tinbergen. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1973), shared with Konrad Lorenz and Karl von Frisch.










tin can

 
/tin kan/






noun



1.
 
a tinplate or aluminum container for preserving food, especially an empty one.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹nautical slang›

 a destroyer or a submarine.













tinct.






abbreviation




tincture.













tinctorial

 
/ˌtiNG(k)ˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 of or relating to dyeing, coloring, or staining properties.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
tinctorius

 (from 
tinctor

 ‘dyer,’ from 
tingere

 ‘to dye or color’) + -al
 .





tincture

 
/ˈtiNG(k)(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicine made by dissolving a drug in alcohol




•
 
the remedies can be administered in the form of tinctures




•
 
a bottle containing 
tincture of

 iodine.










2.
 
a slight trace of something




•
 
she could not keep 
a tincture of

 bitterness out of her voice.










3.
 


[Heraldry]

 any of the conventional colors (including the metals and stains, and often the furs) used in coats of arms.








II.
 
verb

 — (
be tinctured

 )


1.
 
be tinged, flavored, or imbued with a slight amount of




•
 
Arthur's affability was tinctured with faint sarcasm.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a dye or pigment): from Latin 
tinctura

 ‘dyeing,’ from 
tingere

 ‘to dye or color.’ 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun (early 17th cent.) comes from the obsolete sense ‘imparted quality,’ likened to a tint imparted by a dye.





tinder

 
/ˈtindər/





I.
 
noun




dry, flammable material, such as wood or paper, used for lighting a fire.








II.
 
derivatives





tindery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tynder

 , 
tyndre

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tonder

 and German 
Zunder

 .





tinderbox

 
/ˈtindərˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a thing that is readily ignited




•
 
dry winds and no rain have turned parts of the state into a tinderbox




•
 


‹figurative›

 food riots were a potential tinderbox in the city.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a box containing tinder, flint, a steel, and other items for kindling fires.













tinder-dry

 
/ˈtindərdrī/






adjective




(of vegetation) extremely dry and flammable.













tine

 
/tīn/





I.
 
noun




a prong or sharp point, such as that on a fork or antler.








II.
 
derivatives





tined






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-tined fork

























– origin

 Old English 
tind

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Zinne

 ‘pinnacle.’






tinea

 
/ˈtinēə/





I.
 
noun




technical term for ringworm
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘worm.’





tinfoil

 
/ˈtinˌfoil /

 
tin foil






noun




foil made of aluminum or a similar silvery-gray metal, used especially for covering or wrapping food.













tinfoil hat






noun






‹humorous›

 used in allusion to the belief that wearing a hat made from tinfoil will protect one against government surveillance or mind control by extraterrestrial beings




•
 
you don't need to be wearing a tinfoil hat to understand that your privacy might not be as private as you would think.



















ting

 
/tiNG/





I.
 
noun




a sharp, clear ringing sound, such as when a glass is struck by a metal object.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
emit a sharp, clear, ringing sound.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): imitative. The noun dates from the early 17th cent.






tinge

 
/tinj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
color slightly




•
 
a mass of white blossom 
tinged with

 pink




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
toward the sun the sky was tinged crimson.










2.
 
have a slight influence on; imbue slightly with a feeling or quality




•
 
this visit will be tinged with sadness.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a tendency toward or trace of some color




•
 
there was a faint pink tinge to the sky.










2.
 
a slight trace of a feeling or quality.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
tingere

 ‘to dip or color.’ The noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





tingle

 
/ˈtiNGɡəl/





I.
 
verb




experience or cause to experience a slight prickling or stinging sensation


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she was tingling with excitement




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a standing ovation that tingled your spine.














II.
 
noun




a slight prickling or stinging sensation




•
 
she felt a tingle in the back of her neck




•
 
a tingle of anticipation.

















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps a variant of tinkle
 . The original notion was perhaps ‘ring in response to a loud noise,’ but the term was very early applied to the result of hearing something shocking.





tingly

 
/ˈtiNGɡ(ə)lē/






adjective




causing or experiencing a slight prickling or stinging sensation




•
 
a tingly sense of excitement.



















tin god

 
/ˌtin ˈɡäd/






noun



1.
 
a person, especially a minor official, who is pompous and self-important.




2.
 
an object of unjustified veneration or respect.













tinhorn

 
/ˈtinhôrn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a contemptible person, especially one pretending to have money, influence, or ability




•
 
he portrayed Wyatt Earp as a narcissistic tinhorn




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
tinhorn politicians.



















tinker

 
/ˈtiNGkər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in former times) a person who travels from place to place mending metal utensils as a way of making a living.




2.
 
a person who makes minor mechanical repairs, especially on a variety of appliances and apparatuses, usually for a living.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a Gypsy or other person living in an itinerant community.




4.
 
an act of attempting to repair something.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attempt to repair or improve something in a casual or desultory way, often to no useful effect




•
 
he spent hours 
tinkering with

 the car.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 attempt to mend (something) by tinkering.








III.
 
phrases





not give a tinker's damn








‹informal›

 not care at all.












IV.
 
derivatives





tinkerer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (first recorded in Anglo-Latin as a surname): of unknown origin.





Tinkertoy

 
/ˈtiNGkərˌtoi/






noun






‹trademark›

 a children's building toy consisting of pieces held together by pegs in holes.














tinkle

 
/ˈtiNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a light, clear ringing sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
cool water tinkled in the stone fountains




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the maid tinkled a bell.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 urinate.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a light, clear ringing sound




•
 
the distant tinkle of a cowbell.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a telephone call




•
 
I'll 
give them a tinkle

 .










3.
 


‹informal›

 an act of urinating.








III.
 
derivatives





tinkly

 
/ˈtiNGk(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘tingle’): frequentative of obsolete 
tink

 ‘to chink or clink,’ of imitative origin.





Tin Lizzie

 
/ˌtin ˈlizē /

 
tin lizzie





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a cheap, old, or run-down automobile (originally used as a nickname for early Ford cars, especially the Model T).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
Lizzie

 , a nickname for the given name 
Elizabeth

 .





tinned

 
/tind/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — covered or coated in tin or a tin alloy.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of food) preserved in a tin can




•
 
tinned fruit.



















tinner

 
/ˈtinər/






noun




a tin miner or tinsmith.













tinnitus

 
/ˈtinədəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 ringing or buzzing in the ears.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
tinnire

 ‘to ring, tinkle,’ of imitative origin.





tinny

 
/ˈtinē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a displeasingly thin, metallic sound




•
 
tinny music played in the background.










2.
 
(of an object) made of thin or poor-quality metal




•
 
a tinny little car.










3.
 
having an unpleasantly metallic taste




•
 
canned artichokes taste somewhat tinny.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tinnily

 
/ˈtinilē /






adverb













2.
 
tinniness






noun





















Tin Pan Alley

 
/ˌtin ˌpan ˈalē/





I.
 
the name given to a district in New York City (not associated with any particular street, but with the area around 28th Street, between 5th Avenue and Broadway) where many songwriters, arrangers, and music publishers were formerly based.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 , usu. as 
adj.

 ]
 — the world of composers and publishers of popular music, particularly with reference to the works of such composers as Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, George Gershwin, Cole Porter, and Richard Rodgers.










tinplate

 
/ˈtinplāt /

 
tin plate





I.
 
noun




sheet steel or iron coated with tin.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
tinplated

 or 
tin-plated

 )


1.
 
coat (an object) with tin.













tinpot

 
/ˈtinˌpät/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 (especially of a country or its leader) having or showing poor leadership or organization




•
 
a tinpot dictator.



















tinsel

 
/ˈtinsəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of decoration consisting of thin strips of shiny metal foil.




2.
 
showy or superficial attractiveness or glamour




•
 
his taste for the tinsel of the art world.














II.
 
derivatives





tinselly

 
/ˈtinsəlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting fabric either interwoven with metallic thread or spangled): from Old French 
estincele

 ‘spark,’ or 
estinceler

 ‘to sparkle,’ based on Latin 
scintilla

 ‘a spark.’





tinseled

 
/ˈtinsəld /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 tinselled






adjective



1.
 
decorated or adorned with tinsel.




2.
 
showily or superficially attractive or glamorous




•
 
his tinseled sentiments.



















Tinseltown

 
/ˈtins(ə)lˌtoun/






noun






‹informal›

 Hollywood, or the superficially glamorous world it represents.













tinsmith

 
/ˈtinsmiTH/






noun




a person who makes or repairs articles of tin or tinplate.













tin snips

 
tinsnips






plural noun




a pair of clippers for cutting sheet metal.













tin soldier

 
/tin ˈsōljər/






noun




a toy soldier made of metal.













tinstone

 
/ˈtinstōn/






noun




another term for cassiterite
 .













tint

 
/tint/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shade or variety of color




•
 
the sky was taking on an apricot tint.










2.
 


[Printing]

 an area of faint even color printed as a halftone, used for highlighting overprinted text.




3.
 
a set of parallel engraved lines to give uniform shading.




4.
 
a trace of something




•
 


a tint of

 glamour.










5.
 
an artificial dye for coloring the hair.




6.
 
an application of hair dye




•
 
peering into the mirror to see if any white hair showed after her last tint.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tinted

 )


1.
 
color (something) slightly; tinge




•
 
her skin was tinted with delicate color




•
 (as 
adj.

 
tinted

 )
 
a black car with tinted windows.










2.
 
dye (someone's hair) with a tint.








III.
 
derivatives





tinter






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: alteration (perhaps influenced by Italian 
tinta

 ) of obsolete 
tinct

 ‘to color, tint,’ from Latin 
tinctus

 ‘dyeing,’ from 
tingere

 ‘to dye or color.’





tintinnabulation

 
/ˌtin(t)əˌnabyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a ringing or tinkling sound.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tintinnabulum

 ‘tinkling bell’ (from 
tintinnare

 , reduplication of 
tinnire

 ‘to ring, tinkle’) + -ation
 .





Tintoretto

 
/ˌtin(t)əˈredō/






(1518–94), Italian painter; born 
Jacopo Robusti

 . His work is typified by a mannerist style, including unusual viewpoints and chiaroscuro effects.









tintype

 
/ˈtintīp/






noun






‹historical›

 a photograph taken as a positive on a thin tin plate.













tinware

 
/ˈtinwer/






noun




kitchen utensils or other articles made of tin or tinplate.














tin whistle

 
/tin ˈ(h)wisəl/






noun




a small flutelike instrument made from a thin metal tube, with six finger holes of varying size on top and no thumb holes.














tiny

 
/ˈtīnē/





I.
 
adjective




very small




•
 
a tiny hummingbird.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tinily

 
/-nəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tininess






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: extension of obsolete 
tine

 ‘small, diminutive,’ of unknown origin.





-tion





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns of action, condition, etc., such as 
completion

 , 
relation

 .











– origin

 from Latin participial stems ending in 
-t

 + -ion
 .






tip1


 
/tip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the pointed or rounded end or extremity of something slender or tapering




•
 
George pressed the tips of his fingers together




•
 
the northern tip of Maine.










2.
 
a small piece or part fitted to the end of an object




•
 
the rubber tip of the walking stick.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
tipped

 )
 — attach to or cover the end or extremity of




•
 
mountains tipped with snow




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
steel-tipped spears.










2.
 
color (something) at its end or edge




•
 
velvety red petals tipped with white.










3.
 
(
tip a page in

 )
 — (in bookbinding) paste a single page, typically an illustration, to the neighboring page of a book by a thin line of paste down its inner margin.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on the tip of one's tongue





a.
 
used to indicate that someone is almost but not quite able to bring a particular word or name to mind




•
 
his name's on the tip of my tongue!










b.
 
used to indicate that someone is about to utter a comment or question but thinks better of it




•
 
it was on the tip of his tongue to ask what was the matter.















2.
 
the tip of the iceberg






see iceberg
 .















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old Norse 
typpi

 (noun), 
typpa

 (verb), 
typptr

 ‘tipped’; related to top
 1
 .






tip2


 
/tip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
overbalance or cause to overbalance so as to fall or turn over


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the hay caught fire when the candle 
tipped over






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a youth sprinted past, 
tipping over

 her glass.










2.
 
be or cause to be in a sloping position with one end or side higher than the other


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I tipped my seat back, preparing myself for sleep




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the car had tipped to one side.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike or touch lightly




•
 
I tipped his hoof with the handle of a knife.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an object) to move somewhere by striking or touching it in this way




•
 
the ball was tipped over the rim by Erving.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tip off

 )
 — 

[Basketball]

 put the ball in play by throwing it up between two opponents.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a place where trash is deposited; a dump.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 a pitched ball that is slightly deflected by the bat.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
tip one's hand








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 reveal one's intentions inadvertently.









2.
 
tip one's hat (or cap)






raise or touch one's hat or cap as a way of greeting or acknowledging someone.









3.
 
tip the scales (or balance)






(of a circumstance or event) be the deciding factor; make the critical difference




•
 
her proven current form 
tips the scales in her favor

 .















4.
 
tip the scales at






have a weight of (a specified amount)




•
 
this phone tips the scales at only 5 ounces.





















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps of Scandinavian origin, influenced later by tip
 1
 in the sense ‘touch with a tip or point’ Current senses of the noun date from the mid 19th cent.





tip3


 
/tip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sum of money given to someone as a reward for their services.




2.
 
a small but useful piece of practical advice.




3.
 
a very reliable prediction or piece of inside information




•
 
are those tips you're getting legal?














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give (someone) a sum of money as a way of rewarding them for their services


[with 
two objs.

 ]


•
 
I tipped her five dollars




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
that sort of person never tips.










2.
 
(usu. 
be tipped

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 predict as likely to win or achieve something




•
 
she was widely 
tipped to

 get the job.














III.
 
phrases





tip someone off








‹informal›

 give someone information about something, typically in a discreet or confidential way




•
 
they were arrested after police were tipped off by local residents.





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘give, hand, pass’): probably from tip
 1
 .





tipcat

 
/ˈtipkat/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a game in which a piece of wood tapered at both ends is struck at one end with a stick so as to spring up and is then knocked away by the same player.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a tapered piece of wood used in the game of tipcat.













tip-in






noun






[Basketball]

 a score made by tipping a rebound into the basket.













tip-off

 
/ˈtip ˌôf /

 
tipoff






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a piece of information, typically one given in a discreet or confidential way.




2.
 
(usu. 
tipoff

 )
 — a jump ball that begins each period in a basketball game (used especially in reference to the first tipoff of the game)




•
 
the news of his injury came just two hours before tipoff.



















Tippecanoe River

 
/ˌtipikəˌno͞o ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 170 miles (275 km) through Indiana to join the Wabash River. Battle Ground, along the river, is the site of the 1811 Battle of Tippecanoe.









tipper

 
/ˈtipər/






noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 
a person who leaves a specified sort of tip as a reward for services they have received




•
 
he's a big tipper.



















Tipperary

 
/ˌtipəˈrerē/






a county in the Republic of Ireland, in the central part of the country, in the province of Munster; county town, Clonmel.









tippet

 
/ˈtipit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's long fur scarf or shawl worn around the neck and shoulders.




2.
 
a long ceremonial scarf worn especially by the clergy.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a long, narrow strip of cloth forming part of or attached to a hood or sleeve.











– origin

 Middle English: probably from an Anglo-Norman derivative of the noun tip
 1
 .





Tippett, Sir Michael

 
/ˈtipit/






(1905–98), English composer; full name 
Sir Michael Kemp Tippett

 . He established his reputation with 
A Child of Our Time

 (1941), an oratorio that draws on jazz, madrigals, and spirituals as well as on classical sources.









tipping point

 
//






noun




the point at which a series of small changes or incidents becomes significant enough to cause a larger, more important change.













tipple1


 
/ˈtipəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
drink alcohol, especially habitually




•
 
those who liked to tipple and gamble.














II.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an alcoholic drink.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘sell (alcoholic drink) at retail’): back-formation from tippler
 1
 .





tipple2


 
/ˈtipəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a revolving frame or cage in which a truck or freight car is inverted to discharge its load.




2.
 
a place where loads from a tipple, especially from a coal mine, are dumped.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from dialect 
tipple

 ‘tumble over.’






tippler1


 
/ˈtip(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun




a habitual drinker of alcohol.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a retailer of alcoholic liquor): of unknown origin.





tippler2


 
/ˈtip(ə)lər/






noun




a person who operates or works at a tipple, especially at a mine.













tippy

 
/ˈtipē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 inclined to tilt or overturn; unsteady




•
 
they crossed the water in tippy canoes.



















tippy-toe

 
/ˈtipēˌtō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 walk on the tips of one's toes; tiptoe




•
 
he tippy-toed around the house.














II.
 
phrases





on tippy-toe (or tippy-toes)








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 on the tips of one's toes; on tiptoe




•
 
Kurt was mincing around on tippy-toes.





















– origin

 late 19th cent.: alteration of tiptoe
 .





tipstaff

 
/ˈtipstaf/





I.
 
noun




a sheriff's officer; a bailiff.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (first denoting a metal-tipped staff): contraction of 
tipped staff

 (carried by a bailiff).





tipster

 
/ˈtēpstər/






noun




a person who gives tips, especially about the likely winner of a race or contest, and especially for a fee.













tipsy

 
/ˈtipsē/





I.
 
adjective




slightly drunk.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tipsily

 
/ˈtipsəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tipsiness

 
/ˈtipsēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from the verb tip
 2
 + -sy
 .






tiptoe

 
/ˈtipˌtō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk quietly and carefully with one's heels raised and one's weight on the balls of the feet




•
 
Liz tiptoed out of the room.










2.
 
(
tiptoe around

 )
 — carefully avoid discussing or dealing with (a difficult or sensitive subject)




•
 
he admits he has never been one to tiptoe around controversial issues.














II.
 
phrases





on tiptoe (or tiptoes) (also on one's tiptoes)






with one's heels raised and one's weight on the balls of the feet, especially in order to move quietly or make oneself taller




•
 
Jane stood on tiptoe to kiss him




•
 
the children danced on their tiptoes.























tip-top

 
/ˈtip ˈˌtäp /

 
tiptop





I.
 
adjective




of the very best class or quality; excellent




•
 
an athlete in tip-top condition.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the highest part or point of excellence.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a line guide on a fishing rod.













tip-up

 
/ˈtip ˌəp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a device used in ice fishing in which a wire attached to the rod is tripped, raising a signal flag, when a fish takes the bait.













tirade

 
/ˈtīˌrād/





I.
 
noun




a long, angry speech of criticism or accusation




•
 
a tirade of abuse.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘long speech,’ from Italian 
tirata

 ‘volley,’ from 
tirare

 ‘to pull.’





tiramisu

 
/ˌtirəmēˈso͞o, -ˈmēso͞o /

 
tiramisù





I.
 
noun




an Italian dessert consisting of layers of sponge cake soaked in coffee and brandy or liqueur with powdered chocolate and mascarpone cheese.











– origin

 Italian, from the phrase 
tirami su

 ‘pick me up.’





Tirana

 
/tiˈränə /

 
Tiranë






the capital of Albania, in the central part of the country, on the Ishm River; pop. 407,000 (est. 2009).









tire1


 
/ˈtī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
feel or cause to feel in need of rest or sleep


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
soon the ascent grew steeper and he began to tire




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the journey had tired her




•
 
the training 
tired

 us 
out

 .










2.
 
(
tire of

 )
 — lose interest in; become bored with




•
 
she will stay with him until he tires of her.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exhaust the patience or interest of; bore




•
 
it tired her that Eddie felt important because he was involved behind the scenes.














II.
 
derivatives





tiring

 
/ˈtī(ə)riNG /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tēorian

 ‘fail, come to an end,’ also ‘become physically exhausted,’ of unknown origin.





tire2


 
/ˈtī(ə)r /

 


‹Brit.›

 tyre





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rubber covering, typically inflated or surrounding an inflated inner tube, placed around a wheel to form a flexible contact with the road.




2.
 
a strengthening band of metal fitted around the rim of a wheel.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the curved pieces of iron plate with which carriage wheels were formerly shod): perhaps a shortening of attire
 (because the tire was the “clothing” of the wheel).





tired

 
/ˈtī(ə)rd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in need of sleep or rest; weary




•
 
Fisher rubbed his tired eyes




•
 
she was 
tired out

 now that the strain was over.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
tired of

 )
 — bored with




•
 
I have to look after these animals when you get tired of them.










3.
 
(of a thing) no longer fresh or in good condition




•
 
a few boxes of tired vegetables.










4.
 
(especially of a statement or idea) boring or uninteresting because overfamiliar




•
 
tired clichés like the “information revolution.”














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tiredly

 
/ˈtī(ə)rdlē /






adverb













2.
 
tiredness

 
/ˈtī(ə)rdnəs /






noun





















Tiree

 
/tīˈrē/






an island in the Inner Hebrides, west of Mull and Coll.









tire gauge

 


‹Brit.›

 tyre gauge






noun




a portable gauge for measuring the air pressure in a tire.













tire iron

 


‹Brit.›

 tyre iron






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a steel lever for removing tires from wheel rims.













tireless

 
/ˈtī(ə)rləs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing great effort or energy




•
 
a tireless campaigner.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tirelessly

 
/ˈtī(ə)rləslē /






adverb













2.
 
tirelessness

 
/ˈtī(ə)rləsnəs /






noun





















Tiresias

 
/tiˈrēsēəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›


 
Teiresias






a blind Theban prophet, so wise that even his ghost had its wits and was not a mere phantom. Legends account variously for his wisdom and blindness; some stories hold also that he spent seven years as a woman.









tiresome

 
/ˈtī(ə)rsəm/





I.
 
adjective




causing one to feel bored or annoyed




•
 
weeding is a tiresome but essential job.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tiresomely

 
/ˈtī(ə)rsəmlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a tiresomely predictable attitude



















2.
 
tiresomeness

 
/ˈtī(ə)rsəmnəs /






noun





















Tîrgu Mureş

 
/ˈtərɡo͞o ˈmo͝oreSH, ˈti(ə)r-/






a city in central Romania, on the Mureş River; pop. 146,448 (2006).









Tirich Mir

 
/ˈtiriCH ˈmir/






the highest peak in the Hindu Kush, in northwestern Pakistan. It rises to 25,230 feet (7,690 m).










Tirol

 
/təˈrōl ˈtiˌrōl təˈrôl/






German name for Tyrol
 .










Tiruchirapalli

 
/ˌtirəCHəˈräpəlē/






a city in Tamil Nadu, southern India; pop. 813,400 (est. 2009).

Also called Trichinopoly
 .









’tis

 
/tiz /

 

‹chiefly literary›







contraction




it is.














Tisa

 
/ˈtēsä/






Serbian name for Tisza
 .










tisane

 
/təˈzan/





I.
 
noun




an herbal tea, consumed especially for its medicinal properties.











– origin

 1930s: from French.





Tishri

 
/ˈtiSHrē /

 
Tishrei





I.
 
noun




(in the Jewish calendar) the first month of the civil and seventh of the religious year, usually coinciding with parts of September and October.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
tišrī

 .





Tisiphone

 
/tiˈsifənē /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
one of the Furies.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘the avenger of blood.’





tissue

 
/ˈtiSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the distinct types of material of which animals or plants are made, consisting of specialized cells and their products




•
 
inflammation is a reaction of living tissue to infection or injury




•
 (
tissues

 )
 
the organs and tissues of the body.










2.
 
tissue paper.




3.
 
a disposable piece of absorbent paper, used especially as a handkerchief or for cleaning the skin.




4.
 
rich or fine material of a delicate or gauzy texture


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the blue and silver tissue sari.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an intricate structure or network made from a number of connected items




•
 
such scandalous stories are 
a tissue of lies

 .














II.
 
derivatives





tissuey






adjective





tissue
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tissu

 ‘woven,’ past participle of 
tistre

 , from Latin 
texere

 ‘to weave.’ The word originally denoted a rich material, often interwoven with gold or silver threads, later (mid 16th cent.) any woven fabric, hence the notion of ‘intricacy.’





tissue culture

 
/ˈtiSHo͞o ˈkəlCHər/






noun






[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 the growth in an artificial medium of cells derived from living tissue.













tissue fluid






noun






[Physiology]

 extracellular fluid that bathes the cells of most tissues, arriving via blood capillaries and being removed via the lymphatic vessels.













tissue paper






noun




thin, soft paper, typically used for wrapping or protecting fragile or delicate articles.














Tisza

 
/ˈtēsˌä/






a river in southeastern Europe, the longest tributary of the Danube River. It rises in the Carpathian Mountains of western Ukraine and flows west for 600 miles (960 km) into Hungary and then south to join the Danube River in Serbia northwest of Belgrade.

Serbian name Tisa
 .










tit1


 
/tit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a titmouse.




2.
 
used in names of birds similar or related to the titmouse, e.g., 
New Zealand tit

 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably of Scandinavian origin and related to Icelandic 
titlingur

 ‘sparrow’; compare with titmouse
 . Earlier senses were ‘small horse’ and ‘girl’; the current sense dates from the early 18th cent.






tit2


 
/tit/





I.
 
noun






‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's breast or nipple.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
suck the hind tit








‹informal›

 receive less of something than others who are competing for it.









2.
 
tits and ass

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 tits and bums








‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 used in reference to the use of crudely sexual images of women.















– origin

 Old English 
tit

 ‘teat, nipple,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tit

 and German 
Zitze

 . The vulgar slang use was originally US and dates from the early 20th cent.






tit3


 
/tit/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
tit for tat

 )


1.
 
the infliction of an injury or insult in return for one that one has suffered


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the conflict staggered on with tit-for-tat assassinations.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: variant of obsolete 
tip for tap

 .





Tit.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Titus.














Titan

 
/ˈtītn/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 any of the older gods who preceded the Olympians and were the children of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaia (Earth). Led by Cronus, they overthrew Uranus; Cronus' son, Zeus, then rebelled against his father and eventually defeated the Titans.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 , usu. 
a titan

 )
 — a person or thing of very great strength, intellect, or importance




•
 
a titan of American industry.










III.
 


[Astronomy]

 the largest satellite of Saturn, the fifteenth closest to the planet, discovered by C. Huygens in 1655, and having a diameter of 3,200 miles (5,150 km). It is unique in having a hazy atmosphere of nitrogen, and methane and other hydrocarbons.









titanate

 
/ˈtītnˌāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both titanium and oxygen, in particular one of the anion TiO3
 2
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from titanium
 + -ate
 1
 .





Titaness

 
/ˈtītənəs/






noun



1.
 
a female Titan.




2.
 
(
titaness

 )
 — a female person of very great strength, intellect, or importance.













Titania

 
/tīˈtānēə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the largest satellite of Uranus, the fourteenth closest to the planet, discovered by W. Herschel in 1787. It has an icy surface and a diameter 1,000 miles (1,610 km).







– origin

 the name of the queen of the fairies in Shakespeare's 
A Midsummer Night's Dream

 .





titanic1


 
/tīˈtanik/





I.
 
adjective




of exceptional strength, size, or power




•
 
a series of titanic explosions.














II.
 
derivatives





titanically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to the sun’): from Greek 
titanikos

 , from 
Titan

 (see Titan
 ).






titanic2


 
/tīˈtanik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of titanium with a valence of four; of titanium(IV).

Compare with titanous
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from titanium
 + -ic
 .





Titanic

 
/tīˈtanik/






a British passenger liner, the largest ship in the world when it was built and supposedly unsinkable, that struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic on its maiden voyage in April 1912 and sank with the loss of 1,490 lives.









titaniferous

 
/ˌtītnˈifərəs/






adjective




(of rocks and minerals) containing or yielding titanium.













titanite

 
/ˈtītnˌīt/





I.
 
noun




another term for sphene
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from titanium
 + -ite
 1
 .






titanium

 
/təˈtānēəm tīˈtānēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Ti

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 22, a hard silver-gray metal of the transition series, used in strong, light, corrosion-resistant alloys.

One of the transition metals, titanium is a common element in the earth's crust; the main sources are the minerals ilmenite and rutile. Very large quantities of the dioxide are manufactured for use as a white pigment in paper, paint, etc.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Titan
 , on the pattern of 
uranium

 .





titanium dioxide

 
titanium oxide






noun




a white unreactive solid that occurs naturally as the mineral rutile and is used extensively as a white pigment.

[Chem. formula: TiO2
 .]













titanium white






noun




a white pigment consisting chiefly or wholly of titanium dioxide.














titanous

 
/tīˈtanəs ˈtītnəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 of titanium with a lower valence, usually three.

Compare with titanic
 2
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from titanium
 , on the pattern of words such as 
ferrous

 .





titer

 
/ˈtīdər /

 


‹Brit.›

 titre





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the concentration of a solution as determined by titration.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 the minimum volume of a solution needed to reach the endpoint in a titration.




3.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 the concentration of an antibody, as determined by finding the highest dilution at which it is still able to cause agglutination of the antigen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
titre

 , from 
titrer

 (see titrate
 ).






tithe

 
/tīT͟H/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one tenth of annual produce or earnings, formerly taken as a tax for the support of the church and clergy.




2.
 
(in certain religious denominations) a tenth of an individual's income pledged to the church.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a tenth of a specified thing




•
 
he hadn't said 
a tithe of

 the prayers he knew.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay or give as a tithe




•
 
he tithes 10 percent of his income to the church.










2.
 


‹historical›

 subject to a tax of one tenth of income or produce.








III.
 
derivatives





tithable

 
/ˈtīT͟Həb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tēotha

 (adjective in the ordinal sense ‘tenth,’ used in a specialized sense as a noun), 
tēothian

 (verb).





tithing

 
/ˈtīT͟HiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice of taking or paying a tithe.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in England) a group of ten householders who lived close together and were collectively responsible for each other's behavior.











– origin

 Old English 
tēothung

 (see tithe
 , -ing
 1
 ).





Tithonus

 
/tīˈTHōnəs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Trojan prince with whom the goddess Aurora fell in love. She asked Zeus to make him immortal but omitted to ask for eternal youth, and he became very old and decrepit although he talked perpetually. Tithonus begged her to remove him from this world, and she changed him into a grasshopper, which chirps ceaselessly.









titi1


 
/tēˈtē /

 
titi monkey





I.
 
noun




a small forest-dwelling monkey of South America.

[Genus 
Callicebus

 , family 
Cebidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Aymara.






titi2


 
/ˈtīˌtī, ˈtēˌtē/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree with leathery leaves.

[Family 
Cyrillaceae

 : three genera, esp. 
Cyrilla

 and 
Cliftonia

 of the coastal southeastern US, each of which contains a single species: 
Cyrilla racemiflora

 (
leatherwood

 ) and 
Cliftonia monophylla

 (
buckwheat tree

 or 
titi tree

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps of American Indian origin.






Titian1


 
/ˈtiSHən/






(
c.

 1488–1576), Italian painter; Italian name 
Tiziano Vecellio

 . The most important painter of the Venetian school, he experimented with vivid colors and often broke conventions of composition. He painted many sensual mythological works, including 
Bacchus and Ariadne

 (
c.

 1518–23).









Titian2


 
/ˈtiSHən /

 
titian





I.
 
adjective




(of hair) bright golden auburn




•
 
a mass of Titian curls.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Titian
 1
 , by association with the bright auburn hair portrayed in many of his works.





Titicaca, Lake

 
/ˌtitēˈkäkə/






a lake in the Andes, on the border between Peru and Bolivia. At an altitude of 12,497 feet (3,809 m), it is the highest large lake in the world.









titillate

 
/ˈtidlˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stimulate or excite (someone), especially in a sexual way




•
 
these journalists are paid to titillate the public.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 lightly touch; tickle.








II.
 
derivatives





titillation

 
/ˌtid(ə)ˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
titillation

 ): from Latin 
titillat-

 ‘tickled,’ from the verb 
titillare

 .





titillating

 
/ˈtidlˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




arousing mild sexual excitement or interest; salacious




•
 
she let slip titillating details about her clients.




•
 
then came a lot of titillating tabloid speculation.














II.
 
derivatives





titillatingly






adverb






















titivate

 
/ˈtidəˌvāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make small enhancing alterations to (something)




•
 
she slapped on her warpaint and titivated her hair.










2.
 
(
titivate oneself

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 make oneself look attractive.








II.
 
derivatives





titivation

 
/ˌtitəˈvāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in early use, also as 
tidivate

 ): perhaps from tidy
 , on the pattern of 
cultivate

 . / 
usage:

 The verbs 
titillate

 and 
titivate

 sound alike but do not have the same meaning. 
Titillate

 , a much more common word, means ‘stimulate or excite,’ as in the press are paid to 
titillate

 the public. 
Titivate

 , on the other hand, means ‘adorn or smarten up,’ as in she 
titivated

 her hair.





titlark

 
/ˈtitˌlärk/






noun






‹dialect›

 a pipit.














title

 
/ˈtīdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the name of a book, composition, or other artistic work




•
 
the author and title of the book.










2.
 
(usu. as 
titles

 )
 — a caption or credit in a movie or broadcast.




3.
 
a book, magazine, or newspaper considered as a publication




•
 
the company publishes 400 titles a year.










4.
 
a name that describes someone's position or job




•
 
Leese assumed the title of director general.










5.
 
a word such as 
Senator

 or 
Dame

 that is used before someone's name, or a form that is used instead of someone's name, to indicate high social or official rank




•
 
he will inherit the title of Duke of Marlborough.










6.
 
a word such as 
Mrs.

 or 
Dr.

 that is used before someone's name to indicate their profession or marital status.




7.
 
a descriptive or distinctive name that is earned or chosen




•
 
Nata's deserved the title of Best Restaurant of the Year.










8.
 
the position of being the champion of a major sports competition




•
 
Davis won the world title for the first time in 1981.










9.
 


[Law]

 a right or claim to the ownership of property or to a rank or throne




•
 
a local family had 
title to

 the property




•
 
the buyer acquires a good title to the merchandise.










10.
 
(in church use) a fixed sphere of work and source of income as a condition for ordination.




11.
 
a parish church in Rome under a cardinal.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ] (usu. 
be titled

 )


1.
 
give a name to (a book, composition, or other work)




•
 
a song titled “You Rascal, You.”

















– origin

 Old English 
titul

 , reinforced by Old French 
title

 , both from Latin 
titulus

 ‘inscription, title.’ The word originally denoted a placard or inscription placed on an object, giving information about it, hence a descriptive heading in a book or other composition.





title bar






noun






[Computing]

 a horizontal bar at the top of a window, bearing the name of the program and typically the name of the currently active document.













titled

 
/ˈtīdld/






adjective




(of a person) having a title indicating high social or official rank.














title deed

 
/ˈtīdl ˌdēd/






noun




a legal deed or document constituting evidence of a right, especially to ownership of property.













titleholder

 
/ˈtīdlˌhōldər /

 
title holder






noun




a person who holds a title, especially a sports champion.













title page

 
/ˈtīdl ˌpāj/






noun




a page at the beginning of a book giving its title, the names of the author and publisher, and other publication information.













title role

 
/ˈtīdl rōl/






noun




the part in a play, movie, television show, etc., from which the work's title is taken.














titmouse

 
/ˈtitmous/





I.
 
noun




a small songbird that searches acrobatically for insects among foliage and branches.

[Family 
Paridae

 : three genera, esp. 
Parus

 , and numerous species, including the chickadees and the 
tufted titmouse

 (
P. bicolor

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from tit
 1
 + obsolete 
mose

 ‘titmouse.’ The change in the ending in the 16th cent. was due to association with mouse
 , probably because of the bird's size and quick movements.





Tito

 
/ˈtēdō/






(1892–1980), Yugoslav marshal and statesman; prime minister 1945–53 and president 1953–80; born 
Josip Broz

 . He organized a communist resistance movement against the German invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941. He became head of the new government at the end of World War II and established Yugoslavia as a nonaligned communist state with a federal constitution.









Titograd

 
/ˈtētōˌɡrad, -ˌɡräd/






former name (1946–93) for Podgorica
 .










titrate

 
/ˈtīˌtrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 ascertain the amount of a constituent in (a solution) by measuring the volume of a known concentration of reagent required to complete a reaction with it, typically using an indicator.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 continuously measure and adjust the balance of (a physiological function or drug dosage).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
titratable






adjective













2.
 
titration

 
/ˌtīˈtrāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
titrer

 (from 
titre

 in the sense ‘fineness of alloyed gold or silver’) + -ate
 3
 .





titter

 
/ˈtidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a short, half-suppressed laugh; giggle




•
 
her stutter caused the children to titter.














II.
 
noun




a short, half-suppressed laugh.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
titterer






noun













2.
 
titteringly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: imitative.





tittivate

 
/ˈtidəˌvāt/






verb




archaic spelling of titivate
 .













tittle

 
/ˈtidl/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a tiny amount or part of something




•
 
the rules have 
not

 been altered 
one jot or tittle

 since.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a small written or printed stroke or dot, indicating omitted letters in a word.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
titulus

 (see title
 ), in medieval Latin ‘small stroke, accent’; the phrase 
jot or tittle

 is from Matt. 5:18.





tittle-tattle

 
/ˈtidlˌtadl/





I.
 
noun




idle talk; gossip.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in gossip or idle talk.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: reduplication of tattle
 .





tittup

 
/ˈtidəp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 move with jerky or exaggerated movements




•
 
Nicky came tittupping along in a rakish mood.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a noun): perhaps imitative of hoofbeats.





titty

 
/ˈtidē /

 
tittie






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 another term for tit
 2
 .













titubation

 
/ˌtiCHəˈbāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 nodding movement of the head or body, especially as caused by a nervous disorder.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
titubatio(n-)

 , from 
titubare

 ‘to totter.’





titular

 
/ˈtiCHələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
holding or constituting a purely formal position or title without any real authority




•
 
the queen is titular head of the Church of England




•
 
a titular post.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a cleric) nominally appointed to serve a diocese, abbey, or other foundation no longer in existence, and typically in fact having authority in another capacity.




3.
 
denoting a person or thing from whom or which the name of an artistic work or similar is taken




•
 
the work's titular song.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — denoting any of the parish churches in Rome to which cardinals are formally appointed




•
 
the priests of the titular churches.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘existing only in name’): from French 
titulaire

 or modern Latin 
titularis

 , from 
titulus

 (see title
 ).





titularly

 
/ˈtiCHələrlē/






adverb




in name or in name only




•
 
he was titularly a chief petty officer.



















Titus1


 
/ˈtīdəs/






(
AD

 39–81), Roman emperor 79–81; son of Vespasian; full name 
Titus Vespasianus Augustus

 ; born 
Titus Flavius Vespasianus

 . In 70, he ended a revolt in Judaea with the conquest of Jerusalem.









Titus2


 
/ˈtīdəs/






a book of the New Testament, an epistle of St. Paul addressed to St. Titus.









Titus, St.






(1st century 
AD

 ), Greek churchman. A convert and St. Paul's helper, he was traditionally the first bishop of Crete. Feast day (Eastern Church) August 23; (Western Church) February 6.









Titusville

 
/ˈtīdəsˌvil/





I.
 
a commercial and resort city in east central Florida, near Cape Canaveral; pop. 44,756 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a historic city in northwestern Pennsylvania, on Oil Creek, site of the first operative oil well (1859); pop. 5,774 (est. 2008).









Tiv

 
/tiv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southeastern Nigeria.




2.
 
the Benue-Congo language of the Tiv.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tiv or their language.











– origin

 the name in Tiv.






Tiwa

 
/ˈtēwə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Pueblo Indian people living mainly in the region of Taos, New Mexico.




2.
 
the Tanoan language of the Tiwa.

Do not confuse with Tewa
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tiwa or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Tigua

 , from a Tanoan name like the Southern Tiwa self-designation 
tiwáde

 .





tiyin

 
/tēˈ(y)in/






noun




a monetary unit of Kyrgyzstan, equal to one hundredth of a som.













tizzy

 
/ˈtizē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a state of nervous excitement or agitation




•
 
he got 
into a tizzy

 and was talking absolute nonsense.

















– origin

 1930s (originally US): of unknown origin.





tk.






abbreviation



1.
 
tank.




2.
 
truck.













TKO






abbreviation






[Boxing]

 technical knockout.













tkt.






abbreviation




ticket.













Tl






symbol




the chemical element thallium.













t.l.






abbreviation




(in the insurance industry) total loss.













TL;DR

 
TLDR





I.
 
abbreviation






‹informal›

 used as a dismissive response to a lengthy online post, or to introduce a summary of a lengthy post




•
 
TL;DR—I just scrolled all the way down but that took forever




•
 
TLDR: the service was horrible and the food took too long.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: abbreviation of 
too long, didn't read

 or 
too long, don't read

 .





TLA






abbreviation




three-letter acronym.













Tlaxcala

 
/tläˈskälə/






a state in eastern central Mexico.









TLC






abbreviation






‹informal›

 tender loving care.













Tlemcen

 
/tlemˈsen/






a city in northwestern Algeria; pop. 122,300 (est. 2009).









Tlingit

 
/ˈtliNG(ɡ)it/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the coasts and islands of southeastern Alaska and adjacent British Columbia.




2.
 
the Na-Dene language of the Tlingit.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tlingit or their language.











– origin

 the name in Tlingit.





t.l.o.






abbreviation




(in the insurance industry) total loss only.













tlr.






abbreviation




tailor.













T lymphocyte






noun




another term for T cell
 .













Tm






symbol




the chemical element thulium.













TM






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 Transcendental Meditation.













t.m.






abbreviation




true mean.













tmesis

 
/t(ə)ˈmēsəs/





I.
 
noun




the separation of parts of a compound word by an intervening word or words, heard mainly in informal speech (e.g., 
a whole nother story

 ; 
shove it back any-old-where in the pile

 ).











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Greek 
tmēsis

 ‘cutting,’ from 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’





TMI






abbreviation






‹informal›

 too much information (used to indicate that someone has revealed personal information of an embarrassing nature)




•
 
each cough was having a rather disastrous effect on my bladder (sorry, TMI!).



















TMJ






abbreviation




temporormandibular joint.













tn






abbreviation



1.
 


(US)

 ton(s).




2.
 
town.




3.
 
train.













TN






abbreviation




Tennessee (in official postal use).













tng.






abbreviation




training.













tnpk.






abbreviation




turnpike.













TNT






noun




a high explosive formed from toluene by substitution of nitro groups for three hydrogen atoms. It is relatively insensitive to shock and can be conveniently melted.

[Alternative name: 
trinitrotoluene

 ; chem. formula: C7
 H5
 (NO2
 )3
 .]














to

 
/to͞o tə/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
expressing motion in the direction of (a particular location)




•
 
walking down to the mall




•
 
my first visit to Africa.










2.
 
expressing location, typically in relation to a specified point of reference




•
 
forty miles to the south of the site




•
 
place the cursor to the left of the first word.










3.
 
expressing a point reached at the end of a range or after a period of time




•
 
a drop in profits from $105 million to around $75 million




•
 
from 1938 to 1945.










4.
 
(in telling the time) before (the hour specified)




•
 
it's five to ten.










5.
 
approaching or reaching (a particular condition)




•
 
Christopher's expression changed from amazement to joy




•
 
she was close to tears.










6.
 
expressing the result of a process or action




•
 
smashed to smithereens.










7.
 
identifying the person or thing affected




•
 
you were terribly unkind to her.










8.
 
identifying the recipient or intended recipient of something




•
 
he wrote a heart-rending letter to the parents




•
 
I am deeply grateful to my parents.










9.
 
identifying a particular relationship between one person and another




•
 
he is married to Jan's cousin




•
 
economic adviser to the president.










10.
 
in various phrases indicating how something is related to something else (often followed by a noun without a determiner)




•
 
made to order




•
 
a prelude to disaster.










11.
 
indicating a rate of return on something, e.g., the distance traveled in exchange for fuel used, or an exchange rate that can be obtained in one currency for another




•
 
it only does ten miles to the gallon.










12.
 
(
to the

 )
 — 

[Mathematics]

 indicating the power (exponent) to which a number is raised




•
 
ten to the minus thirty-three.










13.
 
indicating that two things are attached




•
 
he had left his bike chained to a fence




•
 


‹figurative›

 they are inextricably linked to this island.










14.
 
concerning or likely to concern (something, especially something abstract)




•
 
a threat to world peace




•
 
a reference to Psalm 22:18.










15.
 
governing a phrase expressing someone's reaction to something




•
 
to her astonishment, he smiled.










16.
 
used to introduce the second element in a comparison




•
 
it's nothing to what it once was.














II.
 
infinitiveMarker



1.
 
used with the base form of a verb to indicate that the verb is in the infinitive, in particular




2.
 
expressing purpose or intention




•
 
I set out to buy food




•
 
we tried to help




•
 
I am 
going to

 tell you a story.










3.
 
expressing an outcome, result, or consequence




•
 
he was left to die




•
 
he managed to escape.










4.
 
expressing a cause




•
 
I'm sorry to hear that.










5.
 
indicating a desired or advisable action




•
 
I'd love to go to France this summer




•
 
we asked her to explain




•
 
the leaflet explains how to start a recycling program.










6.
 
indicating a proposition that is known, believed, or reported about a specified person or thing




•
 
a house that people believed to be haunted.










7.
 
(
about to

 )
 — forming a future tense with reference to the immediate future




•
 
he was about to sing.










8.
 
after a noun, indicating its function or purpose




•
 
a chair to sit on




•
 
something to eat.










9.
 
after a phrase containing an ordinal number




•
 
the first person to arrive.










10.
 
used without a verb following when the missing verb is clearly understood




•
 
he asked her to come but she said she didn't want to.














III.
 
adverb




so as to be closed or nearly closed




•
 
he pulled the door to behind him.

















– origin

 Old English 
tō

 (adverb and preposition); related to Dutch 
toe

 and German 
zu

 .





t.o.






abbreviation



1.
 
turnover.




2.
 
turn over.














T.O.

 
/ˌtēˈō/





I.
 
abbreviation






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 a name for Toronto
 :




•
 
he is moving home to T.O. after several years on the East Coast.

















– origin

 1960s: abbreviation of 
Toronto, Ontario

 .





toad

 
/tōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tailless amphibian with a short stout body and short legs, typically having dry warty skin that can exude poison.

[Several families in the order 
Anura

 , in particular 
Bufonidae

 , which includes the 
common toad

 (
Bufo bufo

 ).]




2.
 
a contemptible or detestable person (used as a general term of abuse)




•
 
you're an arrogant little toad.














II.
 
derivatives





toadish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tādde

 , 
tāda

 , abbreviation of 
tādige

 , of unknown origin.





toadfish

 
/ˈtōdˌfiSH/






noun




any of a number of fishes with a wide flattened head.

[● a chiefly bottom-dwelling large-mouthed fish of warm seas that can produce loud grunts (family 
Batrachoididae

 : several genera).]














toadflax

 
/ˈtōdˌflaks/






noun




a Eurasian plant of the figwort family, typically having yellow or purplish snapdragonlike flowers and slender leaves.

[
Linaria

 and related genera, family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : several species, in particular 
butter-and-eggs

 (
L. vulgaris

 ), with yellow and orange flowers and found widely as a naturalized North American weed.]













toad-in-the-hole

 
/ˈˌtōd ən T͟Hə ˈhōl/






noun






(Brit.)

 a dish consisting of sausages baked in batter.













toadstone

 
/ˈtōdˌstōn/






noun




a gem, fossil tooth, or other stone formerly supposed to have been formed in the body of a toad, and credited with therapeutic or protective properties.













toadstool

 
/ˈtōdˌsto͞ol/





I.
 
noun




the spore-bearing fruiting body of a fungus, typically in the form of a rounded cap on a stalk, especially one that is believed to be inedible or poisonous.

See also mushroom
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: a fanciful name.





toady

 
/ˈtōdē/





I.
 
noun




a person who behaves obsequiously to someone important.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act in an obsequious way




•
 
she imagined him 
toadying to

 his rich clients.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toadyish






adjective













2.
 
toadyism

 
/ˈtōdēˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: said to be a contraction of 
toad-eater

 , a charlatan's assistant who ate toads; toads were regarded as poisonous, and the assistant's survival was thought to be due to the efficacy of the charlatan's remedy.





to and fro

 
/ˌto͞o ən ˈfrō/





I.
 
adverb




in a constant movement backward and forward or from side to side




•
 
she cradled him, rocking him to and fro.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
be toing and froing

 )


1.
 
move constantly backward and forward




•
 
the ducks were toing and froing.










2.
 
repeatedly discuss or think about something without making any progress.








III.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
constant movement backward and forward




•
 
Wilkie watched the to and fro of their dancing.










2.
 
constant change in action, attitude, or focus.














toast1


 
/tōst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
sliced bread browned on both sides by exposure to radiant heat.




2.
 
a call to a gathering of people to raise their glasses and drink together in honor of a person or thing, or an instance of drinking in this way




•
 
he raised his glass in a toast to his son.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a person or thing that is very popular or held in high regard by a particular group of people




•
 
he found himself 
the toast of

 the baseball world.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cook or brown (food, especially bread or cheese) by exposure to a grill, fire, or other source of radiant heat




•
 
he sat by the fire and toasted a piece of bread




•
 (as 
adj.

 
toasted

 )
 
toasted marshmallows.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of food) cook or become brown by exposure to radiant heat




•
 
broil until the nuts have toasted.










3.
 
warm (oneself or part of one's body) in front of a fire or other source or heat.




4.
 
drink to the health or in honor of (someone or something) by raising one's glass together with others




•
 
happy families toasting each other's health




•
 


‹figurative›

 he is toasted by the trade as the outstanding dealer in children's books.














III.
 
phrases





be toast








‹informal›

 be or be likely to become finished, defunct, or dead




•
 
one mistake and you're toast.





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb in the sense ‘burn as the sun does, parch’): from Old French 
toster

 ‘roast,’ from Latin 
torrere

 ‘parch.’ The practice of drinking a toast (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun) goes back to the late 17th cent., and originated in naming a lady whose health the company was requested to drink, the idea being that the lady's name flavored the drink like the pieces of spiced toast that were formerly placed in drinks such as wine.





toast2


 
/tōst/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
toasting

 )


1.
 
(of a DJ) accompany a reggae backing track or music with improvised rhythmic speech.











– origin

 1970s: perhaps the same word as toast
 1
 .





toaster

 
/ˈtōstər/






noun



1.
 
an electrical device for making toast.




2.
 
a DJ who accompanies reggae with improvised rhythmic speech.













toastmaster

 
/ˈtōs(t)ˌmastər/






noun




a person responsible for proposing toasts, introducing speakers, and making other formal announcements at a large social event.













toastmistress

 
/ˈtōs(t)ˌmistrəs/






noun




a woman responsible for proposing toasts, introducing speakers, and making other formal announcements at a large social event.













toasty

 
/ˈtōstē/






adjective



1.
 
of or resembling toast.




2.
 
comfortably warm




•
 
a roaring fire may make a home seem toasty.



















Tob.






abbreviation




(in biblical references) Tobit (Apocrypha).














tobacco

 
/təˈbakō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a preparation of the nicotine-rich leaves of an American plant, which are cured by a process of drying and fermentation for smoking or chewing.




2.
 
(also 
tobacco plant

 )
 — the plant of the nightshade family that yields tobacco, native to tropical America. It is widely cultivated in warm regions, especially in the US and China.

[
Nicotiana tabacum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 . See also nicotiana
 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Spanish 
tabaco

 .





tobacco mosaic virus






noun




a virus that causes mosaic disease in tobacco, much used in biochemical research.













tobacconist

 
/təˈbakənəst/






noun




a dealer in cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, and other items used by smokers.














tobacco plant






noun



1.
 
the plant that yields tobacco.

See tobacco
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
an ornamental plant related to this.

See nicotiana
 .













Tobago

 
/təˈbāɡō/






see Trinidad and Tobago
 .









Tobin tax

 
/ˈtōbən ˌtaks/





I.
 
noun




a proposed tax on international financial transactions, especially speculative currency exchange transactions.











– origin

 1980s: named after US economist James 
Tobin

 (1918–2002), who first proposed this type of tax in a 1972 lecture.





Tobit

 
/ˈtōbət/





I.
 
a pious Israelite living in exile in Assyria, described in the Apocrypha.




II.
 
a book of the Apocrypha telling the story of Tobit.









toboggan

 
/təˈbäɡən/





I.
 
noun




a long narrow sled used for the sport of coasting downhill over snow or ice. It typically is made of a lightweight board that is curved upward and backward at the front.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
go tobogganing

 )


1.
 
slide downhill over snow on a toboggan




•
 
my kids love to go tobogganing in the park before Christmas dinner




•
 
we tobogganed down a steep hill nearby.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tobogganer

 
/təˈbäɡ(ə)nər /






noun













2.
 
tobogganist

 
/-nist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Canadian French 
tabaganne

 , from Micmac 
topaĝan

 ‘sled.’





tobogganing

 
/təˈbäɡəniNG/






noun




the activity or pastime of sliding downhill over snow on a toboggan




•
 
these resorts offer a wide range of winter activities from skiing and snowboarding to tobogganing, sledding, and ice skating.



















tobramycin

 
/ˌtōbrəˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bacterial antibiotic used chiefly to treat pseudomonas infections.

[The drug is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces tenebrarius

 .]











– origin

 1970s: from 
to-

 (of unknown origin) + Latin (
tene)bra(rius

 ) ‘belonging to darkness’ (part of the name of the bacterium) + -mycin
 .






Tobruk

 
/təˈbro͝ok, ˈtōˌbro͝ok/






a port on the Mediterranean coast of northeastern Libya; pop. 134,600 (est. 2009). It was the scene of fierce fighting during the North African campaign in World War II.

Arabic name Tubruq
 .









Toby jug

 
/ˈtōbē ˌjəɡ /

 
toby jug





I.
 
noun




a beer jug or mug in the form of a stout old man wearing a three-cornered hat.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: nickname for the given name 
Tobias

 , and said to come from an 18th-cent. poem about 
Toby Philpot

 (with a pun on 
fill pot

 ), a soldier who liked to drink.





Tocantins

 
/ˌtōkənˈtēns/






a river in South America that rises in central Brazil and flows 1,640 miles (2,640 km) north, joining the Pará River to enter the Atlantic Ocean through a large estuary at Belém.









toccata

 
/təˈkädə/





I.
 
noun




a musical composition for a keyboard instrument designed to exhibit the performer's touch and technique.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, feminine past participle of 
toccare

 ‘to touch.’





Tocharian

 
/tōˈke(ə)rēən, -ˈkär-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a central Asian people who inhabited the Tarim Basin in the 1st millennium 
AD

 .




2.
 
either of two extinct languages (
Tocharian A

 and 
Tocharian B

 ) spoken by the Tocharian people, the most easterly of known ancient Indo-European languages, surviving in a few documents and inscriptions and showing affinities to Celtic and Italic languages.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tocharian or their language.











– origin

 from French 
tocharien

 , via Latin from Greek 
Tokharoi

 , the name of a Scythian tribe (almost certainly unrelated to the Tocharians).





tochus

 
/ˈto͝okəs/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's buttocks or anus.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Yiddish 
tokhes

 , from Hebrew 
tahḍatḇ

 ‘beneath.’





toco

 
/ˈtōkō /

 
toco toucan





I.
 
noun




the largest and most familiar South American toucan, with mainly black plumage, a white throat and breast, and a massive black-tipped orange bill.

[
Ramphastos toco

 , family 
Ramphastidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via Portuguese from Tupi; compare with toucan
 .






tocopherol

 
/təˈkäfərôl təˈkäfəˌräl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of several closely related compounds, found in wheat germ oil, egg yolk, and leafy vegetables, that collectively constitute vitamin E. They are fat-soluble alcohols with antioxidant properties, important in the stabilization of cell membranes.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
tokos

 ‘offspring’ + 
pherein

 ‘to bear’ + -ol
 .





Tocqueville, Alexis de

 
/ˈtōkˌvil/






(1805–59), French politician and historian; full name 
Alexis Charles Henri Maurice Clérel de Tocqueville

 . He is best known for his classic work of political analysis, 
Democracy in America

 (1835–40), which he wrote after a visit to the US to study the American penal system.









tocsin

 
/ˈtäksən/





I.
 
noun




an alarm bell or signal.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Old French 
toquassen

 , from Provençal 
tocasenh

 , from 
tocar

 ‘to touch’ + 
senh

 ‘signal bell.’





tod

 
/täd/






noun




a bushy mass of foliage, especially ivy.














today

 
/təˈdā/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
on or in the course of this present day




•
 
she's thirty today




•
 
he will appear in court today.










2.
 
at the present period of time; nowadays




•
 
millions of people today cannot afford adequate housing.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
this present day




•
 
today is a day of rest




•
 
today's game against the Blue Jays.










2.
 
the present period of time




•
 
the powerful computers of today




•
 
today's society.

















– origin

 Old English 
tō dæg

 ‘on (this) day’ Compare with tomorrow
 and tonight
 .





Todd, Thomas

 
/täd/






(1765–1826) US Supreme Court associate justice 1807–26. Appointed to the Court by President Jefferson, he was noted for his expertise in land law.









toddle

 
/ˈtädl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a young child) move with short unsteady steps while learning to walk




•
 
William toddled curiously toward the TV crew.










2.
 


‹informal›

 walk or go somewhere in a casual or leisurely way




•
 
they would go for a drink and then toddle off home.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a young child's unsteady walk.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





toddler

 
/ˈtädlər/





I.
 
noun




a young child who is just beginning to walk.








II.
 
derivatives





toddlerhood

 
/-ˌho͝od /






noun





















toddy

 
/ˈtädē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drink made of alcoholic liquor with hot water, sugar, and sometimes spices.




2.
 
the sap of some kinds of palm, fermented to produce arrack.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (
sense

 2): from Marathi 
tāḍī

 , Hindi 
tāṛī

 , from Sanskrit 
tāḏī

 ‘palmyra.’





to-do

 
/tə ˈdo͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 a commotion or fuss




•
 
he ignored the to-do in the hall.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
to do

 as in 
much to do

 , originally meaning ‘much needing to be done’ but later interpreted as the adjective 
much

 and a noun; compare with ado
 .





to-do list






noun




a list of tasks that need to be completed, typically organized in order of priority




•
 
social security reform was at the top of the president's to-do list.



















tody

 
/ˈtōdē/





I.
 
noun




a small insectivorous Caribbean bird related to the motmots, with a large head, long bill, bright green upper parts, and a red throat.

[Family 
Todidae

 and genus 
Todus

 : five species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
todier

 , from Latin 
todus

 , the name of a small bird.





toe

 
/tō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the five digits at the end of the human foot




•
 
he cut his big toe on a sharp stone.










2.
 
any of the digits of the foot of a quadruped or bird.




3.
 
the part of an item of footwear that covers a person's toes.




4.
 
the lower end, tip, or point of something, in particular




5.
 
the tip of the head of a golf club, furthest from the shaft.




6.
 
the foot or base of a cliff, slope, or embankment.




7.
 
a flattish portion at the foot of an otherwise steep curve on a graph.




8.
 
a section of a rhizome or similar fleshy root from which a new plant may be propagated.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push, touch, or kick (something) with one's toe




•
 
he 
toed off

 his shoes and flexed his feet.










2.
 


[Golf]

 strike (the ball) with the toe of the club.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
toe in/out

 )
 — walk with the toes pointed in (or out)




•
 
he toes out when he walks.










4.
 
(of a pair of wheels) converge (or diverge) slightly at the front




•
 
on a turn, the inner wheel toes out more.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
make someone's toes curl








‹informal›

 bring about an extreme reaction in someone, either of pleasure or of disgust.









2.
 
on one's toes






ready for any eventuality; alert




•
 
he carries out random spot checks to keep everyone on their toes.















3.
 
toe the line






accept the authority, principles, or policies of a particular group, especially under pressure.

[from the literal sense ‘stand with the tips of the toes exactly touching a line.’]









4.
 
toe to toe






(of two people) standing directly in front of one another, especially in order to fight or argue.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toed

 
/tōd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
three-toed feet



















2.
 
toeless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tā

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tee

 and German 
Zeh

 , 
Zehe

 . Current senses of the verb date from the mid 19th cent.





toea

 
/ˈtoiə/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Papua New Guinea, equal to one hundredth of a kina.











– origin

 Motu, a Melanesian language, literally ‘cone-shaped shell.’





toe cap

 
/tō kap /

 
toecap






noun




a piece of steel or leather constituting or fitted over the front part of a boot or shoe as protection or reinforcement.













toe clip

 
/ˈtō ˌklip/






noun




a clip on a bicycle pedal to prevent the foot from slipping.













toehold

 
/ˈtōˌhōld/






noun



1.
 
a small place where a person's foot can be lodged to support them, especially while climbing.




2.
 
a relatively insignificant position from which further progress may be made




•
 
the importance of networking at conventions to gain a toehold in the industry.



















toe-in

 
/ˈtōˌin/






noun




a slight forward convergence of a pair of wheels so that they are closer together in front than behind.













toe loop






noun






[Figure Skating]

 a jump, initiated with the help of the supporting foot, in which the skater makes a full turn in the air, taking off from and landing on the outside edge of the same foot.













toenail

 
/ˈtōˌnāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the nail at the tip of each toe.




2.
 
a nail driven obliquely through a piece of wood to secure it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten (a piece of wood) by driving a nail obliquely through it.













toe-out

 
/ˈtōout/






noun




a slight forward divergence of a pair of wheels so that they are closer together behind than in front.













toe-tapping

 
/tō ˈtapiNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of music) making one want to tap one's feet; lively.













toff

 
/täf /

 

‹Brit. informal, derogatory›






I.
 
noun




a rich or upper-class person.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps an alteration of tuft
 , used to denote a gold tassel worn on the cap by titled undergraduates at Oxford and Cambridge.






toffee

 
/ˈtôfē ˈtäfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a kind of firm or hard candy that softens when sucked or chewed, made by boiling together sugar and butter, often with other ingredients or flavorings added.




2.
 
a small shaped piece of toffee candy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of taffy
 .





toffee-nosed





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 pretentiously superior; snobbish.








II.
 
derivatives





toffee nose






noun






















Toffler, Alvin

 
/ˈtôflər/






(1928–), US futurist and writer. He first gained popularity with the publication of 
Future Shock

 (1970), coauthored with his wife, 
Heidi Toffler

 . Their other coauthored works include 
The Third Wave

 (1980), 
Powershift

 (1991), and 
Revolutionary Wealth

 (2006).










tofu

 
/ˈtōfo͞o/





I.
 
noun




curd made from mashed soybeans, used chiefly in Asian and vegetarian cooking.











– origin

 from Japanese 
tōfu

 , from Chinese 
dòufu

 , from 
dòu

 ‘beans’ + 
fŭ

 ‘rot, turn sour.’





tog

 
/täɡ /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — (
togs

 )


1.
 
clothes




•
 
running togs.














II.
 
verb

 — (
be/get togged up/out

 )


1.
 
be or get dressed for a particular occasion or activity




•
 
we got togged up in our glad rags.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (as a slang term for a coat or outer garment): apparently an abbreviation of obsolete criminals' slang 
togeman

 (
s

 ) ‘a light cloak,’ from French 
toge

 or Latin 
toga

 (see toga
 ).






toga

 
/ˈtōɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose flowing outer garment worn by the citizens of ancient Rome, made of a single piece of cloth and covering the whole body apart from the right arm.




2.
 
a robe of office; a mantle of responsibility, etc.











– origin

 Latin; related to 
tegere

 ‘to cover.’






together

 
/təˈɡeT͟Hər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
with or in proximity to another person or people




•
 
together they climbed the dark stairs




•
 
they stood together in the kitchen.










2.
 
so as to touch or combine




•
 
she held her hands together as if she were praying




•
 
pieces of wood nailed together.










3.
 
in combination; collectively




•
 
taken together, these measures would significantly improve people's chances of surviving a tornado.










4.
 
into companionship or close association




•
 
the experience has brought us together.










5.
 
(of two people) married or in a sexual relationship with each other




•
 
they split up after ten years together.










6.
 
so as to be united or in agreement




•
 
he won the confidence of the government and the rebels, but could not bring the two sides together.










7.
 
at the same time




•
 
they both spoke together.










8.
 
without interruption; continuously




•
 
she sits for hours together in the lotus position.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 self-confident, level-headed, or well organized




•
 
she seems a very together young woman.














III.
 
phrases





together with






as well as; along with




•
 
their meal arrived, together with a carafe of red wine.





















– origin

 Old English 
tōgædere

 , based on the preposition to
 + a West Germanic word related to gather
 . The adjective dates from the 1960s.





togetherness

 
/təˈɡeT͟Hərnəs/






noun




the state of being close to another person or other people




•
 
the sense of family togetherness was strong and excluded neighbors.



















toggery

 
/ˈtäɡərē/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 clothes.














toggle

 
/ˈtäɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short rod of wood or plastic sewn to one side of a coat or other garment, pushed through a hole or loop on the other side and twisted so as to act as a fastener.




2.
 
a pin or other crosspiece put through the eye of a rope or a link of a chain to keep it in place.




3.
 
(also 
toggle bolt

 )
 — a kind of wall fastener for use on hollow walls, having a part that springs open or turns through 90° after it is inserted so as to prevent withdrawal.




4.
 
a movable pivoted crosspiece acting as a barb on a harpoon.




5.
 
(also 
toggle switch

 or 
toggle key

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a key or command that toggles between two modes, such as the caps lock key.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 switch from one effect, feature, or state to another by using a toggle.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — provide or fasten with a toggle or toggles.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally in nautical use): of unknown origin.





toggle switch

 
/ˈtäɡəl ˌswiCH/






noun



1.
 
an electric switch operated by means of a projecting lever that is moved up and down.




2.
 


[Computing]

 another term for toggle
 .














Togliatti

 
/tôlˈyätē/





I.
 
an industrial city and river port in southwestern Russia, on the Volga River; pop. 705,500 (est. 2008).

Former name (until 1964) Stavropol
 . Russian name Tolyatti
 .







– origin

 renamed in 1964 after Palmiro 
Togliatti

 (1893–1964), leader of the Italian Communist Party.





Togo

 
/ˈtōɡō/







1.
 
a country in West Africa with a short coastline on the Gulf of Guinea; pop. 6,031,800 (est. 2009); capital, Lomé; languages, French (official) and West African languages. Official name 
Togolese Republic

 .





The region formerly known as Togoland lay between the military powers of Ashanti and Dahomey and became a center of the slave trade. It was annexed by Germany in 1884 and divided between France and Britain after World War I. The western, British section joined Ghana when the latter became independent in 1957. The remainder, administered by France under a UN mandate after World War II, became an independent republic called Togo in 1960.









Togolese

 
/ˌtōɡəˈlēz/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Togo or its people




•
 
the Togolese national team.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Togo, or a person of Togolese descent




•
 
the Togolese should not be underestimated.



















tohubohu

 
/ˌtōho͞oˈbōho͞o/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a state of chaos; utter confusion




•
 
a fearful tohubohu.

















– origin

 from Hebrew 
tōhū wa-ḇōhū

 ‘emptiness and desolation,’ translated in Gen. 1:2 (Bible of 1611) as ‘without form and void.’





toil

 
/toil/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
work extremely hard or incessantly




•
 
we toiled away




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
Richard toiled to build his editorial team.










2.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move slowly and with difficulty




•
 
she began to toil up the cliff path.














II.
 
noun




exhausting physical labor




•
 
a life of toil.














III.
 
derivatives





toiler

 
/ˈtoilər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘contend verbally’ and ‘strife’): from Anglo-Norman French 
toiler

 ‘strive, dispute,’ 
toil

 ‘confusion,’ from Latin 
tudiculare

 ‘stir around,’ from 
tudicula

 ‘machine for crushing olives,’ related to 
tundere

 ‘crush.’






toile

 
/twäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an early version of a finished garment made up in cheap material so that the design can be tested and perfected.




2.
 
a translucent linen or cotton fabric, used for making clothes.




3.
 
short for toile de Jouy
 .











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting cloth or canvas for painting on): from French 
toile

 ‘cloth, web,’ from Latin 
tela

 ‘web.’






toile de Jouy

 
/ˌtwäl də ˈZHwē/





I.
 
noun




a type of printed calico with a characteristic floral, figure, or landscape design on a light background, typically used for upholstery or curtains.











– origin

 originally made at 
Jouy

 -en-Josas, near Paris.






toilet

 
/ˈtoilit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fixed receptacle into which a person may urinate or defecate, typically consisting of a large bowl connected to a system for flushing away the waste into a sewer or septic tank




•
 
Liz heard the toilet flush




•
 


‹figurative›

 my tenure was 
down the toilet

 .










2.
 
a room, building, or cubicle containing one or more of these.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the process of washing oneself, dressing, and attending to one's appearance




•
 
her toilet completed, she finally went back downstairs.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting articles used in the process of washing and dressing oneself




•
 
a bathroom cabinet stocked with toilet articles.










5.
 
the cleansing of part of a person's body as a medical procedure.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
toileting

 )


1.
 
assist or supervise (someone, especially an infant or invalid) in using a toilet.








III.
 
phrases





go down the toilet








‹informal›

 be completely lost or wasted; fail utterly




•
 
they didn't want to see their investment go down the toilet.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
toilette

 ‘cloth, wrapper,’ diminutive of 
toile

 (see toile
 ). The word originally denoted a cloth used as a wrapper for clothes; then (in the 17th cent.) a cloth cover for a dressing table, the articles used in dressing, and the process of dressing, later also of washing oneself (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun). In the 19th cent. the word came to denote a dressing room, and, in the US, one with washing facilities; hence, a lavatory (early 20th cent).






toilet paper

 
/ˈtoilit ˌpāpər/






noun




paper in sheets or on a roll for wiping oneself clean after urination or defecation.













toiletries

 
/ˈtoilətrēz/






plural noun




articles used in washing and taking care of one's body, such as soap, shampoo, and toothpaste.













toilette

 
/twäˈlet/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 the process of washing oneself, dressing, and attending to one's appearance




•
 
Emily got up to begin her morning toilette.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: French (see toilet
 ).





toilet tissue






noun




another term for toilet paper
 .













toilet-train






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
teach (a young child) to use the toilet




•
 
she was toilet-trained by the age of one




•
 (as 
noun

 
toilet-training

 )
 
books on toilet-training.



















toilet water






noun




a dilute form of perfume.

Also called eau de toilette
 .













toils

 
/toilz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹literary›

 used in reference to a situation regarded as a trap




•
 
Henry had become caught in the toils of his own deviousness.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a net into which a hunted quarry is driven): plural of 
toil

 , from Old French 
toile

 ‘net, trap’ (see toile
 ).





toilsome

 
/ˈtoilsəm/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 involving hard or tedious work.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toilsomely

 
/ˈtoilsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
toilsomeness

 
/ˈtoilsəmnəs /






noun





















toilworn

 
/ˈtoilˌwôrn/






adjective






‹literary›

 exhausted by hard physical labor.













Tojo, Hideki

 
/ˈtōˈjō/






(1884–1948), Japanese military leader and statesman; prime minister 1941–44. He initiated the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and by 1944 had assumed virtual control of all political and military decision-making. After Japan's surrender, he was tried and hanged as a war criminal.









tokamak

 
/ˈtōkəˌmak, ˈtäk-/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a toroidal apparatus for producing controlled fusion reactions in hot plasma.











– origin

 1960s: Russian, from 
to(roidal'naya) kam(era s) ak(sial'nym magnitnym polem

 ) ‘toroidal chamber with axial magnetic field.’





tokay

 
/tōˈkā /

 
tokay gecko





I.
 
noun




a large gray Southeast Asian gecko with orange and blue spots, having a loud call that resembles its name.

[
Gekko gecko

 , family 
Gekkonidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Malay dialect 
tokeʔ

 , from Javanese 
tekèk

 , imitative of its call.





Tokay

 
/tōˈkā/






noun




a sweet aromatic wine, originally made near Tokaj in Hungary.













toke

 
/tōk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




the drawing of a puff from a cigarette or pipe, typically one containing marijuana.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
smoke marijuana or tobacco




•
 
he muses while 
toking on

 a cigarette




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we toked some grass.














III.
 
derivatives





toker






noun



















– origin

 1950s: of unknown origin.






token

 
/ˈtōkən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing serving as a visible or tangible representation of a fact, quality, feeling, etc.




•
 
mistletoe was cut from an oak tree as a token of good fortune




•
 
I wanted to offer you a small token of my appreciation.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a characteristic or distinctive sign or mark, especially a badge or favor worn to indicate allegiance to a particular person or party.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a word or object conferring authority on or serving to authenticate the speaker or holder.




4.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a staff or other object given to a locomotive engineer on a single-track railroad as authority to proceed over a given section of line.




5.
 
a person chosen by way of tokenism as a nominal representative of a minority or underrepresented group.




6.
 
a voucher that can be exchanged for goods or services, typically one given as a gift or offered as part of a promotional offer




•
 
redeem this token for a free dessert.










7.
 
a metal or plastic disk used to operate a machine or in exchange for particular goods or services.




8.
 
an individual occurrence of a symbol or string, in particular




9.
 


[Linguistics]

 an individual occurrence of a linguistic unit in speech or writing, as contrasted with the type or class of linguistic unit of which it is an instance.

Contrasted with type
 .




10.
 


[Computing]

 the smallest meaningful unit of information in a sequence of data for a compiler.




11.
 


[Computing]

 a sequence of bits passed continuously between nodes in a fixed order and enabling a node to transmit information.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
done for the sake of appearances or as a symbolic gesture




•
 
cases like these often bring just token fines from the courts.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a person) chosen by way of tokenism as a representative of a particular minority or underrepresented group




•
 
she took offense at being called the token woman on the force.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by the same token






in the same way or for the same reason




•
 
there was little evidence to substantiate the gossip and, by the same token, there was little to disprove it.















2.
 
in token of






as a sign or symbol of




•
 
we bought each other drinks in token of the holiday season.





















– origin

 Old English 
tāc(e)n

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
teken

 and German 
Zeichen

 , also to teach
 .





tokenism

 
/ˈtōkəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




the practice of making only a perfunctory or symbolic effort to do a particular thing, especially by recruiting a small number of people from underrepresented groups in order to give the appearance of sexual or racial equality within a workforce.








II.
 
derivatives





tokenistic

 
/ˌtōkəˈnistik /






adjective





















token ring






noun






[Computing]

 a local area network in which a node can transmit only when in possession of a sequence of bits (called the token) that is passed to each node in turn.













Toklas, Alice B.

 
/ˈtōkləs/






(1877–1967), US writer; full name 
Alice Babette Toklas

 . She was a companion and secretary to Gertrude Stein. A collection of her letters, 
Staying on Alone

 (1973) was published posthumously.









tokonoma

 
/ˌtōkəˈnōmə/





I.
 
noun




(in a Japanese house) a recess or alcove, typically a few inches above floor level, for displaying flowers, pictures, and ornaments.











– origin

 Japanese.






Tok Pisin

 
/ˌtäk ˈpisin/





I.
 
noun




an English-based Creole used as a commercial and administrative language by over 2 million people in Papua New Guinea.

Also called Neo-Melanesian
 .











– origin

 the name in Tok Pisin, literally ‘pidgin talk.’





Tokugawa

 
/ˌtōko͞oˈɡäwə/






the last shogunate in Japan (1603–1867), founded by 
Tokugawa Ieyasu

 (1543–1616). The shogunate was followed by the restoration of imperial power under Meiji Tenno.










Tokyo

 
/ˈtōkēˌō/






the capital of Japan, located on the northwestern shores of Tokyo Bay, on the southeastern part of the island of Honshu; pop. 12,758,000 (est. 2007). Formerly called Edo, it was the center of the military government under the shoguns 1603–1867. Renamed Tokyo in 1868, it replaced Kyoto as the imperial capital.









tolar

 
/ˈtälär/





I.
 
noun




the former basic monetary unit of Slovenia, equal to 100 stotins.











– origin

 Slovene; compare with thaler
 .





Tolbukhin

 
/tôlˈbo͞okin, -KHin/






former name (1949–91) of Dobrich
 .









tolbutamide

 
/tälˈbyo͞odəˌmīd/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound used to lower blood sugar levels in the treatment of diabetes.

[Alternative name: 
1-butyl-3-tosylurea

 ; chem. formula: C12
 H18
 N2
 O3
 S.]











– origin

 1950s: from 
tol(uene)

 + 
but(yl)

 + amide
 .






told

 
/tōld/






past and past participle of tell
 1
 .









tole

 
/tōl /

 
tôle





I.
 
noun




painted, enameled, or lacquered tinplate used to make decorative domestic objects.








II.
 
derivatives





toleware

 
/-ˌwe(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 1940s: French 
tôle

 ‘sheet iron,’ from dialect 
taule

 ‘table,’ from Latin 
tabula

 ‘flat board.’





Toledan

 
/təˈlādən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Spanish city of Toledo or its inhabitants




•
 
a typical 16th century Toledan house.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Spanish city of Toledo




•
 
the leading Toledans were invited to a banquet.










2.
 

/təˈlēdən /

 — variant spelling of Toledoan
 :




•
 
the association will pay off for Toledans looking to build a new house.



















Toledo





I.
 

/təˈlādō /

 — a city in central Spain on the Tagus River, capital of Castilla–La Mancha region; pop. 80,810 (2008). Toledan steel and sword blades have been well known since the first century 
BC

 .




II.
 

/təˈlēdō /

 — an industrial city and port on Lake Erie, in northwestern Ohio; pop. 293,201 (est. 2008).










Toledoan

 
/təˈlēdōən/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the US city of Toledo in Ohio




•
 
two native Toledoans wrote the screenplay.




















tolerable

 
/ˈtäl(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be endured




•
 
a stimulant to make life more tolerable.










2.
 
fairly good; mediocre




•
 
he was fond of music and had a tolerable voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tolerability

 
/ˌtäl(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
tolerably

 
/ˈtäl(ə)rəblē ˈtälərblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the welfare state works tolerably well

























– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
tolerabilis

 , from 
tolerare

 (see tolerate
 ).





tolerance

 
/ˈtäl(ə)rəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability or willingness to tolerate something, in particular the existence of opinions or behavior that one does not necessarily agree with




•
 
the tolerance of corruption




•
 
an advocate of religious tolerance.










2.
 
the capacity to endure continued subjection to something, especially a drug, transplant, antigen, or environmental conditions, without adverse reaction




•
 
the desert camel shows the greatest tolerance to dehydration




•
 
species were grouped according to pollution tolerance




•
 
various species of diatoms display different tolerances to acid.










3.
 
diminution in the body's response to a drug after continued use.




4.
 
an allowable amount of variation of a specified quantity, especially in the dimensions of a machine or part




•
 
250 parts in his cars were made to tolerances of one thousandth of an inch.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the action of bearing hardship, or the ability to bear pain and hardship): via Old French from Latin 
tolerantia

 , from 
tolerare

 (see tolerate
 ).





tolerance dose






noun




a dose of something toxic, in particular of nuclear radiation, believed to be the maximum that can be taken without harm.














tolerant

 
/ˈtäl(ə)rənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing willingness to allow the existence of opinions or behavior that one does not necessarily agree with




•
 
we must be 
tolerant of

 others




•
 
a more tolerant attitude toward other religions.










2.
 
(of a plant, animal, or machine) able to endure (specified conditions or treatment)




•
 
rye is reasonably 
tolerant of

 drought




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
fault-tolerant computer systems.














II.
 
derivatives





tolerantly

 
/ˈtäl(ə)rəntlē /






adverb





tolerant
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
tolérant

 , present participle of 
tolérer

 , from Latin 
tolerare

 (see tolerate
 ). Compare with earlier intolerant
 .






tolerate

 
/ˈtäləˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
allow the existence, occurrence, or practice of (something that one does not necessarily like or agree with) without interference




•
 
a regime unwilling to tolerate dissent.










2.
 
accept or endure (someone or something unpleasant or disliked) with forbearance




•
 
how was it that she could tolerate such noise?










3.
 
be capable of continued subjection to (a drug, toxin, or environmental condition) without adverse reaction




•
 
lichens grow in conditions that no other plants tolerate.














II.
 
derivatives





tolerator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘endure (pain)’): from Latin 
tolerat-

 ‘endured,’ from the verb 
tolerare

 .





toleration

 
/ˌtäləˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the practice of tolerating something, in particular differences of opinion or behavior




•
 
the king demanded greater religious toleration.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting the granting of permission by authority): from French 
tolération

 , from Latin 
toleratio(n-)

 , from 
tolerare

 (see tolerate
 ).





Tolkien, J. R. R.

 
/ˈtōlˌkēn, ˈtäl-/





I.
 
(1892–1973), British novelist and literary scholar, born in South Africa; full name 
John Ronald Reuel Tolkien

 . He is known for 
The Hobbit

 (1937) and 
The Lord of the Rings

 (1954–55), fantasy adventures set in Middle Earth.




II.
 
derivatives





Tolkienesque






adjective





















toll1


 
/tōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a charge payable for permission to use a particular bridge or road




•
 
turnpike tolls




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a toll bridge.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a charge for a long-distance telephone call.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the number of deaths, casualties, or injuries arising from particular circumstances, such as a natural disaster, conflict, or accident




•
 
the toll of dead and injured mounted.










4.
 
the cost or damage resulting from something




•
 
the environmental toll of the policy has been high.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
tolling

 )


1.
 
charge a toll for the use of (a bridge or road)




•
 
the report advocates expressway tolling.














III.
 
phrases





take its toll (or take a heavy toll)






have an adverse effect, especially so as to cause damage, suffering, or death




•
 
years of pumping iron have taken their toll on his body.





















– origin

 Old English (denoting a charge, tax, or duty), from medieval Latin 
toloneum

 , alteration of late Latin 
teloneum

 , from Greek 
telōnion

 ‘tollhouse,’ from 
telos

 ‘tax.’ 
Sense

 2 
of the

 noun (late 19th cent.) arose from the notion of paying a toll or tribute in human lives (to an adversary or to death).





toll2


 
/tōl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a bell) sound or cause to sound with a slow, uniform succession of strokes, as a signal or announcement


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the bells of the cathedral began to 
toll for

 evening service




•
 [with 
obj

 ]
 
the priest began tolling the bell.










2.
 
(of a bell) announce or mark (the time, a service, or a person's death)




•
 
the bell of St. Mary's began to toll the curfew.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a single ring of a bell.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably a special use of dialect 
toll

 ‘drag, pull.’





tollbooth

 
/ˈtōlˌbo͞oTH/






noun




a booth where drivers must pay to use a bridge or road.













toll bridge

 
/tōl brij/






noun




a bridge where drivers or pedestrians must pay to cross.













tollgate

 
/ˈtōlˌɡāt/






noun




a barrier across a road where drivers or pedestrians must pay to go further.













tollhouse

 
/ˈtōlˌhous/






noun




a small house by a tollgate or toll bridge where money is collected from road users.













tollhouse cookie





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a cookie made with flour, brown sugar, chocolate chips, and usually chopped nuts.











– origin

 named after the 
Toll House

 in Whitman, Massachusetts, source of the original recipe.





toll plaza






noun






(US)

 a row of tollbooths on a toll road.













toll road

 
/tōl rōd/






noun




a road that drivers must pay to use.













tollway

 
/ˈtōlˌwā/






noun






(US)

 a highway for the use of which a charge is made.













Tolstoy, Count Leo

 
/ˈtôlˌstoi, ˈtōl-/






(1828–1910), Russian writer; Russian name 
Lev Nikolaevich Tolstoi

 . He is noted for the novels 
War and Peace

 (1863–69), an epic tale of the Napoleonic invasion, and 
Anna Karenina

 (1873–77).









Toltec

 
/ˈtôltek ˈtältek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people that flourished in Mexico before the Aztecs.




2.
 
the language of the Toltecs.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Toltecs.








III.
 
derivatives





Toltecan

 
/tôlˈtekən /






adjective



















– origin

 via Spanish from Nahuatl 
toltecatl

 , literally ‘a person from 
Tula

 ’ (see Tula
 ).






tolu

 
/təˈlo͞o /

 
tolu balsam





I.
 
noun




a fragrant brown balsam obtained from a South American tree, used in perfumery and medicine.

[This balsam is obtained mainly from 
Myroxylon balsamum

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: named after 
Santiago de Tolú

 in Colombia, from where it was exported.





Toluca

 
/təˈlo͞okə/






a city in central Mexico, capital of the state of Mexico; pop. 467,712 (2005). It lies at the foot of Nevado de Toluca, an extinct volcano, at an altitude of 8,793 feet (2,680 m). Full name 
Toluca de Lerdo

 .










toluene

 
/ˈtälyo͞oˌēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid hydrocarbon present in coal tar and petroleum and used as a solvent and in organic synthesis.

[Alternative name: 
methylbenzene

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H5
 CH3
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tolu
 + -ene
 .





toluidine blue

 
/təˌlo͞oədēn ˈblo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic blue dye used chiefly as a stain in biology.

[A thiazine dye; chem. formula: C15
 H16
 ClN3
 S.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
toluidine

 from toluene
 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .






Tolyatti

 
/tôlˈyätē, täl-/






Russian name for Togliatti
 .









tom

 
/täm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the male of various animals, especially a turkey or domestic cat.




2.
 
(
Tom

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 short for Uncle Tom
 .








II.
 
verb

 — (
Tom

 ) [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 
(US)

 (of a black person) behave in an excessively obedient or servile way.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting an ordinary man, surviving in 
tomfool

 , 
tomboy

 , and the phrase 
Tom, Dick, and Harry

 ): abbreviation of the given name 
Thomas

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





Tom, Dick, and Harry

 
/ˈtäm ˈdik and ˈharē /

 
Tom, Dick, or Harry






noun




used to refer to ordinary people in general




•
 
he didn't want every Tom, Dick, and Harry knowing their business.



















tomahawk

 
/ˈtäməˌhôk/





I.
 
noun




a light ax used as a tool or weapon by American Indians.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike or cut with or as if with a tomahawk.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from a Virginia Algonquian language.





tomalley

 
/ˈtämˌalē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the digestive gland of a lobster, which turns green when cooked. It is sometimes considered a delicacy.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
taumalin

 , from Carib 
taumali

 .





Tom and Jerry

 
/ˌtäm ən ˈjerē/






noun






(US)

 a kind of hot spiced rum cocktail, made with eggs.













tomatillo

 
/ˌtōməˈtēyō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small edible fruit that is purplish or yellow when ripe, but is most often used when green for salsas and preserves.




2.
 
the Mexican plant, related to the cape gooseberry, that bears this fruit.

[
Physalis philadelphica

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Spanish, diminutive of 
tomate

 ‘tomato.’





tomato

 
/təˈmādō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a glossy red, or occasionally yellow, pulpy edible fruit that is typically eaten as a vegetable or in salad.




2.
 
the bright red color of a ripe tomato.




3.
 
the South American plant of the nightshade family that produces this fruit. It is widely grown as a cash crop, and many varieties have been developed.

[
Lycopersicon esculentum

 , family 
Solanaceae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





tomatoey

 
/-ˈmātō-ē, -ˈmätō-ē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, Spanish, or Portuguese 
tomate

 , from Nahuatl 
tomatl

 .






tomato fruitworm






noun




another term for corn earworm
 .













tomb

 
/to͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large vault, typically an underground one, for burying the dead.




2.
 
an enclosure for a corpse cut in the earth or in rock.




3.
 
a monument to the memory of a dead person, erected over their burial place.




4.
 
used in similes and metaphors to refer to a place or situation that is extremely cold, quiet, or dark, or that forms a confining enclosure




•
 
the house was as quiet as a tomb.










5.
 
(
the tomb

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 death




•
 
none escape the tomb.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tombe

 , from late Latin 
tumba

 , from Greek 
tumbos

 .





Tombaugh, Clyde William

 
/ˈtämˌbô/






(1906–97), US astronomer. He discovered Pluto on March 13, 1930, and subsequently discovered numerous asteroids.









Tombigbee River

 
/tämˌbiɡbē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 400 miles (640 km) from northeastern Mississippi through western Alabama, to the Alabama River. In the 1980s, the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway

 connected it with the Tennessee River.









tombolo

 
/ˈtämbəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a bar of sand or shingle joining an island to the mainland.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘sand dune.’






Tombouctou

 
/ˌtôNbo͞okˈto͞o, ˌtämbək-/






French name for Timbuktu
 .









tomboy

 
/ˈtämˌboi/





I.
 
noun




a girl who enjoys rough, noisy activities traditionally associated with boys.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tomboyish

 
/ˈtämˌboiiSH /






adjective













2.
 
tomboyishness






noun





















tombstone

 
/ˈto͞omˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a large, flat inscribed stone standing or laid over a grave.




2.
 
(also 
tombstone advertisement

 or 
tombstone ad

 )
 — an advertisement listing the underwriters or firms associated with a new issue of securities.














Tombstone

 
/ˈto͞omstōn/






a historic frontier city in southeastern Arizona, the site of the 1881 gunfight at the O.K. Corral; pop. 1,566 (2008).









tomcat

 
/ˈtämˌkat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a male domestic cat.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a sexually aggressive man; a womanizer.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 pursue women promiscuously for sexual gratification




•
 
tomcatting all night and sleeping until afternoon.



















tomcod

 
/ˈtämkäd/






noun




a small edible greenish-brown North American fish of the cod family, popular with anglers.

[Genus 
Microgradus

 , family 
Gadidae

 : 
M. proximus

 of the Pacific coasts, and 
M. tomcod

 of the Atlantic coasts and fresh water.]














Tom Collins

 
/ˌtäm ˈkälənz/





I.
 
noun




a cocktail made from gin mixed with soda water, sugar, and lemon or lime juice.











– origin

 sometimes said to have been named after a 19th-cent. London bartender.





tome

 
/tōm/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly humorous›

 a book, especially a large, heavy, scholarly one




•
 
a weighty tome.

















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting one volume of a larger work): from French, via Latin from Greek 
tomos

 ‘section, roll of papyrus, volume’; related to 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’





-tome





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting an instrument for cutting




•
 
microtome.










2.
 
denoting a section or segment




•
 
myotome.

















– origin

 
Sense

 1 from Greek 
-tomon

 (neuter) ‘that cuts’; 
sense

 2 from Greek 
tomē

 ‘a cutting,’ both from 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’





tomentum

 
/ˌtōˈmen(t)əm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a layer of matted woolly down on the surface of a plant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tomentose

 
/tōˈmentōs ˈtōmənˌtōs /






adjective













2.
 
tomentous

 
/-təs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘cushion stuffing.’





tomfool

 
/ˈtämˈfo͞ol/






noun






‹dated›

 a foolish person


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
she was destined to take part in some tomfool caper.



















tomfoolery

 
/tämˈfo͞ol(ə)rē/






noun




foolish or silly behavior




•
 
he was no longer amused by Ozzie's youthful tomfoolery.



















Tomis

 
/ˈtōməs/






ancient name for Constanţa
 .









Tommy

 
/ˈtämē /

 
tommy






noun






‹informal›

 a British private soldier.

[nickname for the given name 
Thomas

 ; from a use of the name 
Thomas Atkins

 in specimens of completed official forms in the British army during the 19th cent.]













tommy gun

 
/ˈtämē ˌɡən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a type of submachine gun.











– origin

 1920s: contraction of 
Thompson gun

 , named by its designer after John T. 
Thompson

 (1860–1940), the US army officer who conceived the idea for it.





Tommy John surgery





I.
 
noun




a surgical procedure in which a healthy tendon extracted from an arm (or sometimes a leg) is used to replace an arm's torn ligament. The healthy tendon is threaded through holes drilled into the bone above and below the elbow.











– origin

 1970s: named after 
Tommy John

 (1943–), a US major-league pitcher who, after a debilitating injury, was able to resume his career after undergoing this surgery. The procedure was devised specifically for John by US orthopedic surgeon Dr. Frank Jobe in 1974.





tommyrot

 
/ˈtämēˌrät/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 nonsense; rubbish




•
 
did you ever hear such awful tommyrot?



















tomogram

 
/ˈtōməˌɡram/






noun




a record obtained by tomography.













tomography

 
/təˈmäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a technique for displaying a representation of a cross section through a human body or other solid object using X-rays or ultrasound.








II.
 
derivatives





tomographic

 
/ˌtōməˈɡrafik /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
tomos

 ‘slice, section’ + -graphy
 .






tomorrow

 
/təˈmôrō/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
on the day after today




•
 
the show opens tomorrow.










2.
 
in the future, especially the near future




•
 
East Germany will not disappear tomorrow.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the day after today




•
 
tomorrow is going to be a special day.










2.
 
the future, especially the near future




•
 
today's engineers are tomorrow's buyers.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as if there was (or as though there were) no tomorrow






with no regard for the future consequences




•
 
I ate as if there was no tomorrow.















2.
 
tomorrow morning (or afternoon, etc.)






in the morning (or afternoon, etc.) of tomorrow.









3.
 
tomorrow is another day






used after a bad experience to express one's belief that the future will be better.















– origin

 Middle English (as two words): from the preposition to
 + morrow
 . Compare with today
 and tonight
 .





tomoz

 
/təˈmôz/





I.
 
adverb






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 tomorrow




•
 
let's meet tomoz




•
 
he's 21 tomoz.

















– origin

 1990s: alteration of tomorrow
 .





Tompion, Thomas

 
/ˈtämpēən/






(
c.

 1639–1713), English clock- and watchmaker. He made one of the first balance-spring watches and made two large pendulum clocks for the Royal Greenwich Observatory.









Tomsk

 
/tämsk, tômsk/






an industrial city in southern Siberia in Russia, a port on the Tom River; pop. 496,500 (est. 2008).









Tom Thumb

 
/ˌtäm ˈTHəm/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a dwarf variety of a cultivated flower or vegetable




•
 
Tom Thumb lettuce.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of the hero of a children's story, a plowman's son who was only as tall as his father's thumb.





tomtit

 
/ˈtämtit/






noun




a popular name for any of a number of small active songbirds, especially a tit or a chickadee.














tom-tom

 
/ˈtäm ˌtäm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medium-sized cylindrical drum used in jazz bands, etc.




2.
 
an early drum, of Native American or Asian origin, typically played with the hands.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Hindi 
ṭam ṭam

 , Telugu 
ṭamaṭama

 , of imitative origin.






-tomy





I.
 
combining form




cutting, especially as part of a surgical process




•
 
episiotomy.

















– origin

 from Greek 
-tomia

 ‘cutting,’ from 
temnein

 ‘to cut.’






ton1


 
/tən /

 
t
 , tn





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
short ton

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a unit of weight equal to 2,000 pounds avoirdupois (907.19 kg).




2.
 
(also 
long ton

 )
 — a unit of weight equal to 2,240 pounds avoirdupois (1016.05 kg).




3.
 
short for metric ton
 .




4.
 
(also 
displacement ton

 )
 — a unit of measurement of a ship's weight representing the weight of water it displaces, equal to 2,240 pounds or 35 cubic feet (0.99 cu m).




5.
 
(also 
freight ton

 )
 — a unit of weight or volume of sea cargo, equal to a metric ton (1,000 kg) or 40 cubic feet.




6.
 
(also 
gross ton

 )
 — a unit of gross internal capacity, equal to 100 cubic feet (2.83 cu. m).




7.
 
(also 
net

 or 
register ton

 )
 — an equivalent unit of net internal capacity.




8.
 
a unit of refrigerating power able to freeze 2,000 pounds of water at 0°C in 24 hours.




9.
 
a measure of capacity for various materials, especially 40 cubic feet of timber.




10.
 
(usu. 
a ton of/tons of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large number or amount




•
 
all of a sudden I had tons of friends




•
 
that bag of yours 
weighs a ton

 .














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
like a ton of bricks






see brick
 .









2.
 
weigh a ton








‹informal›

 be extremely heavy




•
 
his boots were completely waterlogged and weighed a ton.





















– origin

 Middle English: variant of tun
 , both spellings being used for the container and the weight. The senses were differentiated in the late 17th cent.





ton2


 
/tôn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fashionable style or distinction.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the ton

 )
 — fashionable society.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
tonus

 (see tone
 ).






tonal

 
/ˈtōnl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the tone of music, color, or writing




•
 
his ear for tonal color




•
 
the poem's tonal lapses.










2.
 
of or relating to music written using conventional keys and harmony.




3.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a language) expressing semantic differences by varying the intonation given to words or syllables of a similar sound.








II.
 
derivatives





tonally

 
/ˈtōnəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent. (designating church music in plainsong mode): from medieval Latin 
tonalis

 , from Latin 
tonus

 (see tone
 ).





tonality

 
/tōˈnalədē/






noun



1.
 
the character of a piece of music as determined by the key in which it is played or the relations between the notes of a scale or key.




2.
 
the harmonic effect of being in a particular key




•
 
the first bar would seem set to create a tonality of C major.










3.
 
the use of conventional keys and harmony as the basis of musical composition.




4.
 
the color scheme or range of tones used in a picture.













tondo

 
/ˈtändō/





I.
 
noun




a circular painting or relief.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘round object,’ from 
rotondo

 ‘round,’ from Latin 
rotundus

 .






tone

 
/tōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical or vocal sound with reference to its pitch, quality, and strength




•
 
the piano tone appears monochrome or lacking in warmth.










2.
 
a modulation of the voice expressing a particular feeling or mood




•
 
a firm 
tone of voice

 .










3.
 
a musical note, warble, or other sound used as a particular signal on a telephone or answering machine.




4.
 
the general character or attitude of a place, piece of writing, situation, etc.




•
 
trust her to 
lower the tone

 of the conversation




•
 
there was a general tone of ill-concealed glee in the reporting.










5.
 


‹informal›

 an atmosphere of respectability or class




•
 
they don't feel he gives the place tone.










6.
 


[Phonetics]

 (in some languages, such as Chinese) a particular pitch pattern on a syllable used to make semantic distinctions.




7.
 


[Phonetics]

 (in some languages, such as English) intonation on a word or phrase used to add functional meaning.




8.
 
(also 
whole tone

 )
 — a basic interval in classical Western music, equal to two semitones and separating, for example, the first and second notes of an ordinary scale (such as C and D, or E and F sharp); a major second or whole step.




9.
 
the particular quality of brightness, deepness, or hue of a tint or shade of a color




•
 
an attractive color that is even in tone and texture




•
 
stained glass in vivid tones of red and blue.










10.
 
the general effect of color or of light and shade in a picture.




11.
 
a slight degree of difference in the intensity of a color.




12.
 
(also 
muscle tone

 )
 — the normal level of firmness or slight contraction in a resting muscle.




13.
 


[Physiology]

 the normal level of activity in a nerve fiber.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give greater strength or firmness to (the body or a part of it)




•
 
exercise 
tones up

 the muscles.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tone up

 )
 — (of a muscle or bodily part) became stronger or firmer.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tone with

 )
 — harmonize with (something) in terms of color




•
 
the rich orange color of the wood tones beautifully with the yellow roses.










4.
 


[Photography]

 give (a monochrome picture) an altered color in finishing by means of a chemical solution.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





tone something down





a.
 
make something less harsh in sound or color.




b.
 
make something less extreme or intense




•
 
she saw the need to tone down her protests.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toned






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the fresh-toned singing



















2.
 
toneless

 
/ˈtōnləs /






adjective













3.
 
tonelessly

 
/ˈtōnləslē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ton

 , from Latin 
tonus

 , from Greek 
tonos

 ‘tension, tone,’ from 
teinein

 ‘to stretch.’





tone arm

 
/ˈtōn ˌärm /

 
tonearm






noun




the movable arm supporting the pickup of a record player.














tone cluster






noun




another term for note cluster
 .













tone color

 
/tōn ˈkələr/






noun






[Music]

 another term for timbre
 .













toned-down






adjective




altered so as to be less extreme or intense




•
 
a toned-down version of the report was published.



















tone-deaf

 
/ˈtōn ˌdef/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) unable to perceive differences of musical pitch accurately.








II.
 
derivatives





tone-deafness






noun






















tone dialing






noun




a method of telephone dialing in which each digit is transmitted as a different tone.

Compare with pulse dialing
 .













tone language

 
/tōn ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun






[Linguistics]

 a language in which variations in pitch distinguish different words.













toneme

 
/ˈtōnēm/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a phoneme distinguished from another only by its tone.








II.
 
derivatives





tonemic

 
/tōˈnēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: from tone
 , on the pattern of 
phoneme

 .





tone-on-tone






adjective




(of a fabric or design) dyed with or using different shades of the same color.














tone poem

 
/ˈtōn ˌpōəm/






noun




a piece of orchestral music, typically in one movement, on a descriptive or rhapsodic theme.













toner

 
/ˈtōnər/






noun



1.
 
an astringent liquid applied to the skin to reduce oiliness and improve its condition.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a device or exercise for making a specified part of the body firmer and stronger




•
 
a tummy toner.










3.
 
a black or colored powder used in xerographic copying processes.




4.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a chemical bath for changing the color or shade of a photographic print, especially as specified




•
 
sepia or blue toners.




















tone row






noun




a particular sequence of the twelve notes of the chromatic scale used as a basis for twelve-tone (serial) music.













tong1


 
/täNG tôNG/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese association or secret society in the US, frequently associated with underworld criminal activity.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
t'ōng

 , literally ‘meeting place.’





tong2


 
/täNG tôNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
collect, lift, or handle (items such as logs or oysters) using tongs.













tonga

 
/ˈtäNGɡə/





I.
 
noun




a light horse-drawn two-wheeled vehicle used in India.











– origin

 from Hindi 
tā̃gā

 .






Tonga

 
/ˈtäNGɡə/





I.
 
a country in the South Pacific Ocean that consists of an island group southeast of Fiji; pop. 120,900 (est. 2009); capital, Nuku'alofa; languages, Tongan and English (both official).

Also called the Friendly Islands
 .





The kingdom of Tonga consists of about 170 volcanic and coral islands, of which 36 are inhabited. Visited by the Dutch in the early 17th century, Tonga became a British protectorate in 1900 and an independent Commonwealth of Nations state in 1970. It has been a constitutional monarchy since 1875.





Tongan

 
/ˈtäNGɡən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Tonga or its people or language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Tonga.




2.
 
the Polynesian language spoken in Tonga.













Tongass National Forest

 
/ˌtäNGɡəs ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈfôrəst/






a preserve in southeastern Alaska, the largest US national forest, in the panhandle and on islands in the Alexander Archipelago, the focus of 1990s disputes over logging.









tongs

 
/tôNGz täNGz/





I.
 
plural noun




an instrument with two movable arms that are joined at one end, used for picking up and holding things




•
 
ice tongs.

















– origin

 Old English 
tang(e)

 (singular), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tang

 and German 
Zange

 .






Tongshan

 
/ˈto͝oNGˈSHän/






former name (1912–45) of Xuzhou
 .










tongue

 
/təNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fleshy muscular organ in the mouth of a mammal, used for tasting, licking, swallowing, and (in humans) articulating speech.




2.
 
the equivalent organ in other vertebrates, sometimes used (in snakes) as a scent organ or (in chameleons) for catching food.




3.
 
an analogous organ in insects, formed from some of the mouthparts and used in feeding.




4.
 
the tongue of a hoofed mammal, in particular an ox or lamb, as food.




5.
 
used in reference to a person's style or manner of speaking




•
 
he was a redoubtable debater with a caustic tongue.










6.
 
a particular language




•
 
the prioress chatted to the peddler in a strange tongue.










7.
 
(
tongues

 )
 — see the gift of tongues
 below.




8.
 
a thing resembling or likened to a tongue, in particular




9.
 
a long, low promontory of land.




10.
 
a strip of leather or fabric under the laces in a shoe, attached only at the front end.




11.
 
the pin of a buckle.




12.
 
a projecting strip on a wooden board fitting into a groove on another.




13.
 
the vibrating reed of a musical instrument or organ pipe.




14.
 
a jet of flame




•
 
a tongue of flame flashes four feet from the gun.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 sound (a note) distinctly on a wind instrument by interrupting the air flow with the tongue.




2.
 
lick or caress with the tongue




•
 
the other horse tongued every part of the colt's mane.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
find (or lose) one's tongue






be able (or unable) to express oneself after a shock.









2.
 
get one's tongue around






pronounce (words)




•
 
she found it very difficult to get her tongue around the unfamiliar words.















3.
 
the gift of tongues






the power of speaking in unknown languages, regarded as one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2).









4.
 
give tongue





a.
 
(of hounds) bark, especially on finding a scent.




b.
 
express one's feelings or opinions freely, sometimes objectionably so.









5.
 
keep a civil tongue in one's head






speak politely.









6.
 
speak in tongues






speak in an unknown language during religious worship.









7.
 
(with) tongue in cheek






without really meaning what one is saying or writing.









8.
 
someone's tongue is hanging out






someone is very eager for something




•
 
the tabloids have their tongues hanging out for this stuff.


















IV.
 
derivatives





tongueless

 
/ˈtəNGləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tunge

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tong

 , German 
Zunge

 and Latin 
lingua

 .





tongue and groove





I.
 
noun




wooden planking in which adjacent boards are joined by means of interlocking ridges and grooves down their sides.








II.
 
derivatives





tongued-and-grooved






adjective





















tongued

 
/təNGd/






adjective



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — having a specified kind of tongue




•
 
the blue-tongued lizard.










2.
 
(in carpentry) constructed using a tongue.




3.
 
(of a note) played by tonguing.














tongue depressor






noun




an instrument, typically a small flat piece of wood, used by health practitioners to press down the tongue in order to allow inspection of the mouth or throat.













tongue-in-cheek

 
/ˈˌtəNG ən ˈCHēk/






adjective, adverb




with ironic or flippant intent


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
her delightful tongue-in-cheek humor




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
“I swear there's a female conspiracy against men!” he complained, tongue-in-cheek.



















tongue-lashing

 
/ˈtəNGˌlaSHiNG/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a loud or severe scolding




•
 
the incensed boss gave him a tongue-lashing.














II.
 
derivatives





tongue-lash






verb





















tongue-tie

 
/ˈtəNGˌtī/






noun




a malformation that restricts the movement of the tongue and causes a speech impediment.













tongue-tied

 
/ˈtəNG ˌtīd/






adjective



1.
 
too shy or embarrassed to speak.




2.
 
having a malformation restricting the movement of the tongue.













tongue-twister

 
/ˈtəNG ˌtwistər/





I.
 
noun




a sequence of words or sounds, typically of an alliterative kind, that are difficult to pronounce quickly and correctly, as, for example, 
tie twine to three tree twigs

 .








II.
 
derivatives





tongue-twisting






adjective





















tongue worm

 
/təNG wərm/






noun




a flattened wormlike parasite that infests vertebrates, especially reptiles, having a sucking mouth with hooks for attachment to the lining of the respiratory tract.

[Subphylum 
Pentastomida

 , phylum 
Arthropoda

 ; sometimes regarded as a class of crustacean.]














tonic

 
/ˈtänik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medicinal substance taken to give a feeling of vigor or well-being.




2.
 
something with an invigorating effect




•
 
being needed is a tonic for someone at my age.










3.
 
short for tonic water
 .




4.
 


[Music]

 the first note in a scale that, in conventional harmony, provides the keynote of a piece of music.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
giving a feeling of vigor or well-being; invigorating.




2.
 


[Music]

 relating to or denoting the first degree of a scale.




3.
 


[Phonetics]

 denoting or relating to the syllable within a tone group that has greatest prominence, because it carries the main change of pitch.




4.
 
relating to or restoring normal tone to muscles or other organs.




5.
 


[Physiology]

 relating to, denoting, or producing continuous muscular contraction.








III.
 
derivatives





tonically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
tonique

 , from Greek 
tonikos

 ‘of or for stretching,’ from 
tonos

 (see tone
 ).





tonic–clonic

 
/ˌtänik ˈklänik, ˈklōnik/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or characterized by successive phases of tonic and clonic spasm (as in 
grand mal

 epilepsy).













tonicity

 
/tōˈnisədē/






noun



1.
 
muscle tone.




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 the pattern of tones or stress in speech.




3.
 


[Biology]

 the state of a solution in respect of osmotic pressure




•
 
the tonicity of the fluid.




















tonic sol-fa

 
/ˌtänik ˈsōlˌfä/






noun




a system of naming the notes of the scale (usually 
do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti

 ) developed in England and used especially to teach singing, with do as the keynote of all major keys and la as the keynote of all minor keys.

See solmization
 .














tonic water

 
/ˈtänik ˌwôdər ˈtänik ˌwädər/






noun




a bitter carbonated soft drink made with quinine, used especially as a mixer with gin or other liquors (originally used as a stimulant of appetite and digestion).













tonify

 
/ˈtōnəˌfī, ˈtän-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impart tone to (the body or a part of it).




2.
 
(of acupuncture or herbal medicine) increase the available energy of (an organ, part, or system of the body).








II.
 
derivatives





tonification

 
/ˌtōnəfiˈkāSHən /






noun






















tonight

 
/təˈnīt/





I.
 
adverb




on the present or approaching evening or night




•
 
are you doing anything tonight?














II.
 
noun




the evening or night of the present day




•
 
tonight is a night to remember.

















– origin

 Old English 
tō niht

 , from the preposition to
 + night
 . Compare with today
 and tomorrow
 .





tonka bean

 
/ˈtäNGkə ˌbēn/





I.
 
noun




the black seed of a South American tree, which has a vanillalike fragrance. The dried beans are cured in rum or other alcohol and then used in perfumery and for scenting and flavoring tobacco, ice cream, and other products.

[The tree is 
Dipteryx odorata

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: 
tonka

 , a local word in Guyana.





Tonkin

 
/ˈtäNGkən, ˈtänˈkin/






a mountainous region in northern Vietnam, centered on the Red River delta.









Tonkin, Gulf of






an arm of the South China Sea, bounded by the coasts of southern China and northern Vietnam. Its chief port is Haiphong. An incident in 1964 led to increased US military involvement in the area.









Tonlé Sap

 
/tōnˌlā ˈsap/






a lake in central Cambodia, linked to the Mekong River by the Tonlé Sap River. The ruins of the ancient city Angkor stand on its northwestern shore.









ton-mile

 
/ˈtən ˌmīl/






noun




one ton of freight carried one mile, as a unit of traffic.













tonnage

 
/ˈtənij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
weight in tons, especially of cargo or freight




•
 
road convoys carry more tonnage.










2.
 
the size or carrying capacity of a ship measured in tons.




3.
 
shipping considered in terms of total carrying capacity




•
 
the port's total tonnage.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a charge per ton on cargo): from ton
 1
 + -age
 .





tonne

 
/tən/





I.
 
noun




another term for metric ton
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French; compare with ton
 1
 .





tonneau

 
/təˈnō ˈtänō/






noun



1.
 
the part of an automobile, typically an open car, occupied by the back seats.




2.
 
short for tonneau cover
 .














tonneau cover






noun




a protective cover for the seats in an open car or cabin cruiser when they are not in use.













tonometer

 
/tōˈnämədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tuning fork or other instrument for measuring the pitch of musical tones.




2.
 
an instrument for measuring the pressure in a part of the body, such as the eyeball (to test for glaucoma) or a blood vessel.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
tonos

 (see tone
 ) + -meter
 .





tonoplast

 
/ˈtänəˌplast, ˈtō-/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a membrane that bounds the chief vacuole of a plant cell.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
tonos

 ‘tension, tone’ + 
plastos

 ‘formed.’





tonsil

 
/ˈtänsəl/





I.
 
noun




either of two small masses of lymphoid tissue in the throat, one on each side of the root of the tongue.








II.
 
derivatives





tonsillar

 
/ˈtänsələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
tonsilles

 or Latin 
tonsillae

 (plural).





tonsillectomy

 
/ˌtänsəˈlektəmē/






noun




a surgical operation to remove the tonsils.













tonsillitis

 
/ˌtänsəˈlīdəs/






noun




inflammation of the tonsils.













tonsorial

 
/tänˈsôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 of or relating to hairdressing.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
tonsorius

 (from 
tonsor

 ‘barber,’ from 
tondere

 ‘shear, clip’) + -al
 .





tonsure

 
/ˈtän(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a part of a monk's or priest's head left bare on top by shaving off the hair.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of shaving the top of a monk's or priest's head as a preparation for entering a religious order.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
tonsured

 )


1.
 
shave the hair on the crown of.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
tonsura

 , from 
tondere

 ‘shear, clip.’





tontine

 
/ˈtäntēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an annuity shared by subscribers to a loan or common fund, the shares increasing as subscribers die until the last survivor enjoys the whole income.




2.
 
a scheme for life insurance in which the beneficiaries are those who survive and maintain a policy to the end of a given period.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, named after Lorenzo 
Tonti

 (1630–95), a Neapolitan banker who started such a program to raise government loans in France (
c.

 1653).





Tonton Macoute

 
/ˌtôntôn məˈko͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a member of a notoriously brutal militia formed by President François Duvalier of Haiti, active from 1961 to 1986.











– origin

 Haitian French, apparently with reference to an ogre of folk tales.





tonus

 
/ˈtōnəs/





I.
 
noun




the constant low-level activity of a body tissue, especially muscle tone.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
tonos

 ‘tension.’





tony

 
/ˈtōnē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fashionable among wealthy or stylish people




•
 
a tony restaurant.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the noun tone
 + -y
 1
 .






Tony

 
/ˈtōnē/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of awards given annually in the US for outstanding achievement in the theater in various categories.











– origin

 1940s: from the nickname of Antoinette Perry (1888–1946), US actress and director.






too

 
/to͞o/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — to a higher degree than is desirable, permissible, or possible; excessively




•
 
he was driving too fast




•
 
he wore suits that seemed a size 
too

 small 
for

 him.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very




•
 
you're too kind.










3.
 
in addition; also




•
 
is he coming too?










4.
 
moreover (used when adding a further point)




•
 
she is a grown woman, and a strong one too.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
all too ——






used to emphasize that something is the case to an extreme or unwelcome extent




•
 
failures are all too common.















2.
 
none too ——






far from; not very




•
 
her sight's none too good.















3.
 
only too






see only
 .









4.
 
too bad






see bad
 .









5.
 
too far






see far
 .









6.
 
too much






see much
 .















– origin

 Old English, stressed form of to
 , spelled 
too

 from the 16th cent.






toodle-oo

 
/ˌto͞odl ˈo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 goodbye




•
 
we'll see you later, toodle-oo!

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: perhaps an alteration of French 
à tout à l'heure

 ‘see you soon.’





took

 
/to͝ok/






past of take
 .










tool

 
/to͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device or implement, especially one held in the hand, used to carry out a particular function




•
 
gardening tools.










2.
 
a thing used in an occupation or pursuit




•
 
computers are an essential tool




•
 
the ability to write clearly is 
a tool of the trade

 .










3.
 
a person used or exploited by another




•
 
the beautiful Estella is Miss Havisham's tool.










4.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of software that carries out a particular function, typically creating or modifying another program.




5.
 
a distinct design in the tooling of a book.




6.
 
a small stamp or roller used to make a tooled design.




7.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a man's penis.




8.
 
a stupid, irritating, or contemptible man




•
 
that guy is such a tool.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tooled

 )
 — impress a design on (leather, especially a leather book cover)




•
 
volumes bound in green leather and tooled in gold.










2.
 
dress (stone) with a chisel.




3.
 
equip or be equipped with tools for industrial production


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the factory must be tooled to produce the models




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they were 
tooling up

 for production.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 drive or ride in a casual or leisurely manner




•
 
tooling around town in a pink Rolls-Royce.














III.
 
derivatives





tooler

 
/ˈto͞olər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tōl

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘prepare’; compare with taw
 1
 . The verb dates from the early 19th cent.





toolbar

 
/ˈto͞olˌbär/






noun






[Computing]

 (in a program with a graphical user interface) a strip of icons used to perform certain functions.













toolbox

 
/ˈto͞olˌbäks/






noun



1.
 
a box or container for keeping tools in.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a set of software tools.




3.
 


[Computing]

 the set of programs or functions accessible from a single menu.













tooling

 
/ˈto͞oliNG/






noun



1.
 
assorted tools, especially ones required for a mechanized process.




2.
 
the process of making or working something with tools.




3.
 
the ornamentation of a leather book cover with designs impressed by heated tools.













toolkit

 
/ˈto͞olˌkit/






noun



1.
 
a set of tools, especially one kept in a bag or box and used for a particular purpose.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a set of software tools.




3.
 
a personal set of resources, abilities, or skills




•
 
the bravura of his piano writing was in the composer's toolkit from the get-go.



















toolmaker

 
/ˈto͞olˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a maker of tools, especially a person who makes and maintains tools for use in a manufacturing process.








II.
 
derivatives





toolmaking

 
/ˈto͞olˌmākiNG /






noun





















tool pusher

 
toolpusher






noun




a person who directs the drilling on an oil rig.













toolset

 
/ˈto͞olset/






noun






[Computing]

 a set of software tools.













toolshed

 
/ˈto͞olˌSHed /

 
tool shed






noun




a one-story structure, typically in a backyard, used for storing tools.













tooltip

 
/ˈto͞oltip/






noun






[Computing]

 a message that appears when a cursor is positioned over an icon, image, hyperlink, or other element in a graphical user interface.













toon

 
/to͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a cartoon film.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a character in a cartoon film.











– origin

 1930s: shortening of cartoon
 .





toonie

 
/ˌto͞onē /

 
twoonie





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 the Canadian two-dollar coin.











– origin

 after loonie
 .






toot

 
/to͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, sharp sound made by a horn, trumpet, or similar instrument.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a snort of a drug, especially cocaine.




3.
 
cocaine.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a spell of drinking and lively enjoyment; a spree




•
 
a sales manager 
on a toot

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sound (a horn or similar instrument) with a short, sharp sound




•
 
behind us an impatient driver tooted a horn.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a short, sharp sound with a horn




•
 
a car 
tooted at

 us.










3.
 


‹informal›

 snort (cocaine).








III.
 
derivatives





tooter






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: probably from Middle Low German 
tūten

 , but possibly an independent imitative formation.






tooth

 
/to͞oTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a set of hard, bony enamel-coated structures in the jaws of most vertebrates, used for biting and chewing.




2.
 
a hard, pointed structure in invertebrate animals, typically functioning in the mechanical breakdown of food.




3.
 
(
teeth

 )
 — genuine force or effectiveness of a body or in a law or agreement




•
 
the Charter would be fine if it had teeth and could be enforced.










4.
 
a projecting part on a tool or other instrument, especially one of a series that function or engage together, such as a cog on a gearwheel or a point on a saw or comb.




5.
 
a projecting part on an animal or plant, especially one of a jagged or dentate row on the margin of a leaf or shell.




6.
 
an appetite or liking for a particular thing




•
 
what a tooth for fruit a monkey has!










7.
 
roughness given to a surface to allow color or glue to adhere.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
armed to the teeth






formidably armed.









2.
 
fight tooth and nail






fight fiercely.









3.
 
get (or sink) one's teeth into






work energetically and productively on (a task)




•
 
the course gives students something to get their teeth into.















4.
 
in the teeth of





a.
 
directly against (the wind).




b.
 
in spite of or contrary to (opposition or difficulty)




•
 
we defended it in the teeth of persecution.















5.
 
set someone's teeth on edge






see edge
 .












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toothed

 
/to͞oTHt to͞oT͟Hd /






adjective













2.
 
toothlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
tōth

 (plural 
tēth

 ), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tand

 and German 
Zahn

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
dent-

 , Greek 
odont-

 .





toothache

 
/ˈto͞oTHˌāk/






noun




a pain in a tooth or teeth




•
 
he has a toothache.




















toothache tree






noun




another term for northern prickly-ash (see prickly-ash
 ).













toothbrush

 
/ˈto͞oTHˌbrəSH/






noun




a small brush with a long handle, used for cleaning the teeth.













toothbrush mustache






noun




a short bristly mustache trimmed to a rectangular shape.













tooth decay






noun




decay of the outer surface of a tooth as a result of bacterial action




•
 
proper oral hygiene practices will go a long way in the prevention of tooth decay.




















toothed whale






noun




a predatory whale having teeth rather than baleen plates. Toothed whales include sperm whales, killer whales, beaked whales, narwhals, dolphins, and porpoises.

[Suborder 
Odontoceti

 , order 
Cetacea

 : six families and numerous species.]













tooth fairy

 
/to͞oTH ˈferē/






noun




a fairy said to leave a gift, especially a coin, under a child's pillow in exchange for a baby tooth that has fallen out and been put under the pillow.













toothless

 
/ˈto͞oTHləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no teeth, typically through old age




•
 
a toothless old man.










2.
 
lacking genuine force or effectiveness




•
 
laws that are well intentioned but toothless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toothlessly






adverb













2.
 
toothlessness






noun





















toothpaste

 
/ˈto͞oTHˌpāst/






noun




a paste used on a toothbrush for cleaning the teeth.














toothpick

 
/ˈto͞oTHˌpik/






noun




a short pointed piece of wood or plastic used for removing bits of food lodged between the teeth.













tooth powder

 
/ˈto͞oTH ˌpoudər/






noun




powder used for cleaning the teeth.














tooth shell

 
/to͞oTH SHel/






noun




a burrowing mollusk with a slender tusk-shaped shell, which is open at both ends and typically white, and a three-lobed foot.

Also called tusk shell
 . [Class 
Scaphopoda

 , in particular the genus 
Dentalium

 .]













toothsome

 
/ˈto͞oTHsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of food) temptingly tasty




•
 
a toothsome morsel.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) good-looking; attractive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toothsomely






adverb













2.
 
toothsomeness

 
/ˈto͞oTHsəmnəs /






noun





















toothy

 
/ˈto͞oTHē/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing large, numerous, or prominent teeth




•
 
a toothy smile.














II.
 
derivatives





toothily

 
/-THəlē /






adverb





















tootin'

 
/ˈto͞otn/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used for emphasis




•
 
he said he was damned tootin' he was right.



















tootle

 
/ˈto͞odl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
casually make a series of sounds on a horn, trumpet, or similar instrument




•
 
he tootled on the horn.










2.
 


‹informal›

 go or travel in a leisurely way




•
 
they were 
tootling along

 the coast.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act or sound of casual playing on an instrument such as a horn or trumpet.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a leisurely journey.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: frequentative of toot
 .





too-too

 
/ˈto͞oˌto͞o/





I.
 
adverb, adjective






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used affectedly to convey that one finds something excessively annoying or fatiguing


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
it had become too-too tiring




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
it is all just too-too.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: reduplication of too
 .





tootsie

 
/ˈto͝otsē /

 
tootsy





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person's foot.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a young woman, especially one perceived as being sexually available.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: humorous diminutive of foot
 .





toot sweet





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 immediately




•
 
hop down here toot sweet and let's have a look at it.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: anglicized form of French 
tout de suite

 ; before World War I used only in representations of French speech.






top1


 
/täp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the highest or uppermost point, part, or surface of something




•
 
Eileen stood at the top of the stairs




•
 
fill the cup almost to the top.










2.
 
(usu. 
tops

 )
 — the leaves, stems, and shoots of a plant, especially those of a vegetable grown for its root.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the end of something that is furthest from the speaker or a point of reference




•
 
the bus shelter at the top of the road.










4.
 
a thing or part placed on, fitted to, or covering the upper part of something, in particular




5.
 
a garment covering the upper part of the body and worn with a skirt, pants, or shorts.




6.
 
a lid, cover, or cap for something




•
 
the pen dries out if you leave the top off.










7.
 
a platform at the head of a ship's mast, especially (in a sailing ship) a platform around the head of each of the lower masts, serving to extend the topmast shrouds.




8.
 
(
the top

 )
 — the highest or most important rank, level, or position




•
 
her talent will take her right to the top




•
 
the people 
at the top

 must be competent.










9.
 
(
tops

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing regarded as particularly good or pleasant




•
 
Davison is tops in its market.










10.
 
the utmost degree or the highest level




•
 
she shouted at the top of her voice.










11.
 


(Brit.)

 the highest gear of a motor vehicle.




12.
 
the high-frequency component of reproduced sound.




13.
 


[Baseball]

 the first half of an inning




•
 
the top of the eighth.










14.
 
short for topspin
 .




15.
 
(usu. 
tops

 )
 — a bundle of long wool fibers prepared for spinning.




16.
 


[Physics]

 one of six flavors of quark.




17.
 


‹informal›

 a male who takes the active role in homosexual intercourse, especially anal intercourse.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
highest in position, rank, or degree




•
 
the top button of his shirt




•
 
a top executive.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exceed (an amount, level, or number); be more than




•
 
losses are expected to top $100 million this year.










2.
 
be at the highest place or rank in (a list, poll, chart, or league)




•
 
her debut album topped the charts for five weeks.










3.
 
be taller than




•
 
he topped her by several inches.










4.
 
surpass (a person or previous achievement or action); outdo




•
 
he was baffled as to how he could top his past work.










5.
 
appear as the chief performer or attraction at




•
 
Hopper topped a great night of boxing.










6.
 
reach the top of (a hill or other stretch of rising ground)




•
 
they topped a rise and began a slow descent.










7.
 
(usu. 
be topped

 )
 — provide with a top or topping




•
 
baked potatoes topped with melted cheese.










8.
 
complete (an outfit) with an upper garment, hat, or item of jewelry




•
 
a white dress topped by a dark cardigan.










9.
 
remove the top of (a vegetable or fruit) in preparation for cooking.




10.
 


[Golf]

 mishit (the ball or a stroke) by hitting above the center of the ball.








IV.
 
adverb

 — (
tops

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 at the most




•
 
he makes $28,000 a year, tops.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
at the top of one's game

 

‹informal›







at the height of one's powers




•
 
this film is the work of a director at the top of his game.















2.
 
at the top of one's lungs






as loudly as possible.









3.
 
from top to bottom






completely; thoroughly




•
 
we searched the place from top to bottom.















4.
 
from top to toe






completely; all over




•
 
she seemed to glow from top to toe.















5.
 
from the top








‹informal›

 from the beginning




•
 
they rehearsed Act One from the top.















6.
 
off the top of one's head






see head
 .









7.
 
on top





a.
 
on the highest point or uppermost surface




•
 
a hill with a flat rock on top.










b.
 
on the upper part of the head




•
 
my hair's thinning on top.










c.
 
in a leading or the dominant position




•
 
his party came out on top in last month's elections.















8.
 
on top of





a.
 
on the highest point or uppermost surface of




•
 
a town perched on top of a hill.










b.
 
so as to cover; over




•
 
trays stacked one on top of another.










c.
 
in close proximity to




•
 
we all lived on top of each other.










d.
 
in command or control of




•
 
he couldn't 
get on top of

 his work.










e.
 
in addition to




•
 
on top of everything else, he's a brilliant linguist.















9.
 
on top of the world








‹informal›

 happy and elated.









10.
 
top dollar








‹informal›

 a very high price




•
 
I pay top dollar for my materials.















11.
 
top forty (or ten, etc.)






the first forty (or ten, etc.) records in the pop music charts.









12.
 
to top it all






as a culminating, typically unpleasant, event or action in a series




•
 
her father had a fatal heart attack, and to top it all her mother disowned her.















13.
 
up top






see up
 .












VI.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
top something off





a.
 
(often 
be topped off

 )
 — finish something in a memorable or notable way




•
 
the festivities were topped off with the awarding of prizes.










b.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 fill up a nearly full tank with fuel.









2.
 
top out






reach an upper limit




•
 
collectors whose budgets tend to top out at about $50,000.















3.
 
top something out






put the highest structural feature on a building, typically as a ceremony to mark the building's completion.









4.
 
top something up





a.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 add to a number or amount to bring it up to a certain level




•
 
a 0.5 percent bonus is offered to top up savings rates.










b.
 
fill up a glass or other partly full container.












VII.
 
derivatives





topped

 
/täpt /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a glass-topped table

























– origin

 late Old English 
topp

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
top

 ‘summit, crest.’





top2


 
/täp/





I.
 
noun




a conical, spherical, or pear-shaped toy that with a quick or vigorous twist may be set to spin.











– origin

 late Old English, of unknown origin.





Top 40





I.
 
plural noun




the forty most popular songs of a given time period.








II.
 
adjective




made up of, or broadcasting the Top 40




•
 
a Top 40 countdown.




















topaz

 
/ˈtōpaz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a precious stone, typically colorless, yellow, or pale blue, consisting of a fluorine-containing aluminum silicate.




2.
 
a dark yellow color.




3.
 
a large tropical American hummingbird with a yellowish throat and a long tail.

[Genus 
Topaza

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a yellow sapphire): from Old French 
topace

 , via Latin from Greek 
topazos

 .





topazolite

 
/tōˈpazəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellowish-green variety of andradite (garnet).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from topaz
 + -lite
 .





top boot

 
/täp bo͞ot/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a high boot with a broad band of a different material or color at the top.













top-class

 
/ˌtäpˈklas/






adjective




of the highest quality; excellent




•
 
the songs are really top-class




•
 
a top-class Shakespearean actor.



















topcoat

 
/ˈtäpˌkōt/






noun



1.
 
an overcoat.




2.
 
an outer coat of paint.













top dead center






noun




the furthest point of a piston's travel, at which it changes from an upward to a downward stroke.













top dog






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is successful or dominant in their field




•
 
he was a top dog in the City.



















top-down

 
/ˈtäp ˌdoun/






adjective



1.
 
denoting a system of government or management in which actions and policies are initiated at the highest level; hierarchical.




2.
 
proceeding from the general to the particular




•
 
a top-down approach to research.










3.
 


[Computing]

 working from the top or root of a treelike system toward the branches.













top drawer

 
/ˌtäp ˈdrô(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




(
the top drawer

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 high social position or class




•
 
George and Madge were not out of the top drawer.














II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 of the highest quality or social class




•
 
a top-drawer performance.



















top dressing

 
/ˈtäp ˌdresiNG/





I.
 
noun




an application of manure or fertilizer to the surface layer of soil or a lawn.








II.
 
derivatives





top-dress

 
/ˈtäp ˌdres /






verb





















tope1


 
/tōp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 drink alcohol to excess, especially on a regular basis.








II.
 
derivatives





toper

 
/ˈtōpər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps an alteration of obsolete 
top

 ‘overbalance’; perhaps from Dutch 
toppen

 ‘slant or tilt a ship's yard.’





tope2


 
/tōp/





I.
 
noun




another term for stupa
 .











– origin

 from Punjabi 
thūp

 , 
thop

 ‘barrow, mound,’ apparently related to Sanskrit 
stūpa

 .





tope3


 
/tōp/





I.
 
noun




a small grayish slender-bodied shark, occurring chiefly in inshore waters.

[Genus 
Galeorhinus

 , family 
Carcharhinidae

 : the eastern Atlantic 
G. galeus

 , and the commercially important 
G. australis

 of Australia.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps of Cornish origin.





Topeka

 
/təˈpēkə/






the capital of Kansas, in the east central part of the state; pop. 123,446 (est. 2008).









top-end






adjective




(of a product) at the top of a range; high quality or sophisticated




•
 
top-end automobiles.



















top fermentation






noun




the process by which ale-type beers are fermented, proceeding for a relatively short period at high temperature with the yeast rising to the top.













top flight





I.
 
noun

 — (
the top flight

 )


1.
 
the highest rank or level.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of the highest rank or level




•
 
a top-flight investment bank.



















topgallant

 
/täpˈɡalənt təˈɡalənt/






noun

 — (also 
topgallant mast

 )


1.
 
the section of a square-rigged sailing ship's mast immediately above the topmast.




2.
 
(also 
topgallant sail

 )
 — a sail set on the topgallant mast.













top-grade






adjective




of the highest quality; excellent




•
 
companies with top-grade managers.



















top hamper






noun






[Sailing]

 sails, rigging, or other things above decks creating top-heaviness or catching too much wind.














top hat

 
/ˈˌtäp ˈhat/






noun




a man's formal hat with a high cylindrical crown.













top-heavy

 
/ˈtäp ˌhevē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
disproportionately heavy at the top so as to be in danger of toppling.




2.
 
(of an organization) having a disproportionately large number of people in senior administrative positions.




3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a woman) having a disproportionately large bust.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
top-heavily






adverb













2.
 
top-heaviness






noun





















Tophet

 
/ˈtōfət/





I.
 
noun




a term for hell.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Hebrew 
tōp̱eṯ

 , the name of a place in the Valley of Hinnom near Jerusalem used for idolatrous worship, including the sacrifice of children (see Jer. 19:6), and later for burning refuse.





top-hole

 
/ˈtäp ˌhōl/






adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent; first-rate.














tophus

 
/ˈtōfəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a deposit of crystalline uric acid and other substances at the surface of joints or in skin or cartilage, typically as a feature of gout.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, denoting loose porous stones of various kinds.





topi1


 
/ˈtōpē /

 
topee





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Indian)

 a hat, especially a sola topi.











– origin

 from Hindi 
ṭopī

 ‘hat.’





topi2


 
/ˈtōpē/





I.
 
noun




a large African antelope related to the hartebeests, with a pattern of bold black patches on a reddish coat, and thick ridged horns.

[
Damaliscus lunatus

 , family 
Bovidae

 , in particular the race 
D. l. topi

 of East Africa. Compare with sassaby
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Mende.





topiary

 
/ˈtōpēˌerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the art or practice of clipping shrubs or trees into ornamental shapes.




2.
 
shrubs or trees clipped into ornamental shapes




•
 
a cottage surrounded by topiary and flowers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
topiarian

 
/ˌtōpēˈe(ə)rēən /






adjective













2.
 
topiarist

 
/-ərist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
topiaire

 , from Latin 
topiarius

 ‘ornamental gardener,’ from 
topia opera

 ‘fancy gardening,’ from a diminutive of Greek 
topos

 ‘place.’





topic

 
/ˈtäpik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a matter dealt with in a text, discourse, or conversation; a subject




•
 
her favorite topic of conversation is her partner.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 that part of a sentence about which something is said, typically the first major constituent.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally denoting a set or book of general rules or ideas): from Latin 
topica

 , from Greek 
ta topika

 , literally ‘matters concerning commonplaces’ (the title of a treatise by Aristotle), from 
topos

 ‘a place.’






topical

 
/ˈtäpək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a subject) of immediate relevance, interest, or importance owing to its relation to current events




•
 
a wide variety of subjects of topical interest.










2.
 
relating to a particular subject; classified according to subject




•
 
annotated links to resources in eleven topical categories.










3.
 


[Philately]

 relating to the collecting of postage stamps with designs connected with the same subject.




4.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 relating or applied directly to a part of the body.








II.
 
noun






[Philately]

 a postage stamp forming part of a set or collection with designs connected with the same subject.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
topicality

 
/ˌtäpəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
topically

 
/ˈtäpək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Greek 
topikos

 + -al
 . Early use was as a term in logic and rhetoric describing a rule or argument as ‘applicable in most but not all cases.’





topicalize

 
/ˈtäpəkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Linguistics]

 cause (a subject, word, or phrase) to be the topic of a sentence or discourse, typically by placing it first.








II.
 
derivatives





topicalization

 
/ˌtäpəkəliˈzāSHən /






noun





















topic sentence

 
/ˈtäpik ˈsentns ˈsen(t)əns/






noun




a sentence that expresses the main idea of the paragraph in which it occurs.













top kill






noun




a procedure designed to seal a leaking oil well, whereby large amounts of a material heavier than the oil (e.g., mud) are pumped into the affected well.













topknot

 
/ˈtäpˌnät/






noun



1.
 
a knot of hair arranged on the top of the head.




2.
 
a decorative knot or bow of ribbon worn on the top of the head, popular in the 18th century.




3.
 
(in an animal or bird) a tuft or crest of hair or feathers.













topless

 
/ˈtäpləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a woman or a woman's item of clothing) having or leaving the breasts uncovered




•
 
a topless dancer




•
 
a topless swimsuit.










2.
 
(of a place such as a bar or beach) where there are women wearing topless clothing




•
 
a topless beach.














II.
 
derivatives





toplessness






noun





















top-level

 
/ˈtäp ˈˌlevəl/






adjective




of the highest level of importance or prestige




•
 
top-level talks.



















top light

 
toplight






noun



1.
 
a skylight


(as 
adj.

 
top-lighted

 )


•
 
a top-lighted gallery.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a small pane above a main window, typically opening outward and upward.













top-line

 
/ˌtäpˈlīn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of the highest quality or ranking




•
 
a top-line act.



















toplofty

 
/ˈtäpˌlôftē/






adjective






(US)

 
‹informal›

 haughty and arrogant.













topmast

 
/ˈtäpˌmast/






noun




the second section of a square-rigged sailing ship's mast, immediately above the lower mast.













topminnow

 
/ˈtäpˌminō/






noun




a small surface-swimming fish related to the killifishes, found in fresh, brackish, and salt water throughout North America.

[Genus 
Fundulus

 , family 
Fundulidae

 : many species, including the 
banded topminnow

 (
F. cingulatus

 ) and the 
eastern starhead topminnow

 (
F. escambiae

 ).]













topmost

 
/ˈtäpˌmōst/






adjective



1.
 
highest in physical position; highest




•
 
we watched a squirrel negotiate the topmost branches of a nearby tree.




•
 
the topmost part of the atmosphere of these planets.










2.
 
highest in status or importance; foremost




•
 
the rider's safety must be the topmost priority.



















top-notch

 
/ˈtäp ˈˌnäCH/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 of the highest quality; excellent




•
 
a top-notch hotel.














II.
 
derivatives





top-notcher






noun





















top note






noun



1.
 
a dominant scent in a perfume




•
 
fragrant musk with a fresh citrus top note.










2.
 
the highest or a very high note in a piece of music or a singer's vocal range.













topo

 
/ˈtäpō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a topographic map




•
 
a topo drawn for the Hell Cave area.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
[Climbing]

 a diagram of a mountain with details of routes to the top marked on it.








II.
 
adjective




short for topographical
 :




•
 
the topo map showed a watering hole.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation of 
topographic

 (see topographical
 ).





top of the line






adjective






(chiefly US)

 of the best quality or among the most expensive of its kind available




•
 
top-of-the-line smartphones can replace a laptop




•
 
my equipment isn't top of the line.



















top of the range






adjective






(Brit.)

 of the best quality or among the most expensive of its kind available




•
 
owners of top-of-the-range cars




•
 
if you want something top of the range, this could well be the voice recorder for you.



















topog.






abbreviation



1.
 
topographical.




2.
 
topography.














topographical

 
/ˌtäpəˈɡrafək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the arrangement or accurate representation of the physical features of an area




•
 
the topographical features of the river valley.










2.
 
(of a work of art or an artist) dealing with or depicting places (especially towns), buildings, and natural prospects in a realistic and detailed manner.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 relating to or representing the physical distribution of parts or features on the surface of or within an organ or organism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
topographic

 
/ˌtäpəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
topographically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















topography

 
/təˈpäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the arrangement of the natural and artificial physical features of an area




•
 
the topography of the island.










2.
 
a detailed description or representation on a map of the natural and artificial features of an area.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Biology]

 the distribution of parts or features on the surface of or within an organ or organism.








II.
 
derivatives





topographer

 
/təˈpäɡrəfər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
topographia

 , from 
topos

 ‘place’ + 
-graphia

 (see -graphy
 ).





topoi

 
/ˈtōpoi/






plural form of topos
 .









topoisomer

 
/ˌtäpōˈīsəmər/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a topologically distinct isomer, especially of DNA.













topoisomerase

 
/ˌtäpōˌīˈsäməˌrās, -ˌrāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that alters the supercoiled form of a DNA molecule.











– origin

 1970s: from Greek 
topos

 ‘place’ + isomer
 + -ase
 .





topological space

 
/täpəˌläjəkəl ˈspās/






noun






[Mathematics]

 a space that has an associated family of subsets that constitute a topology. The relationships between members of the space are mathematically analogous to those between points in ordinary two- and three-dimensional space.













topology

 
/təˈpäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 the study of geometric properties and spatial relations unaffected by the continuous change of shape or size of figures.




2.
 
a family of open subsets of an abstract space such that the union and the intersection of any two of them are members of the family, and that includes the space itself and the empty set.




3.
 
the way in which constituent parts are interrelated or arranged




•
 
the topology of a computer network.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
topological

 
/ˌtäpəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
topologically

 
/ˌtäpəˈläjik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
topologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: via German from Greek 
topos

 ‘place’ + -logy
 .





toponym

 
/ˈtäpəˌnim/





I.
 
noun




a place name, especially one derived from a topographical feature.











– origin

 1930s: from Greek 
topos

 ‘place’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’





toponymy

 
/təˈpänəmē/





I.
 
noun




the study of place names.








II.
 
derivatives





toponymic

 
/ˌtäpəˈnimik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
topos

 ‘place’ + 
onuma

 ‘name.’






topos

 
/ˈtōpōs/





I.
 
noun




a traditional theme or formula in literature.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek, literally ‘place.’





topper

 
/ˈtäpər/






noun



1.
 
something that culminates a situation; a clincher




•
 
the topper was a late-evening interview with an old man who ran the place.










2.
 


(US)

 a hard protective lightweight cover or shell mounted on the back or bed of a pickup truck.




3.
 
a type of camper mounted on a truck bed.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a top hat.




5.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an exceptionally good person or thing.




6.
 
a woman's loose, short coat.













topping

 
/ˈtäpiNG/





I.
 
noun




a layer of food poured or spread over a base of a different type of food to add flavor




•
 
a cake with a marzipan topping.














II.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent




•
 
that really is a topping dress.



















topping lift






noun




a rope or cable on a sailing vessel that supports the weight of a boom or yard and can be used to lift it.













topple

 
/ˈtäpəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
overbalance or become unsteady and fall slowly




•
 
she toppled over when I touched her.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to become unsteady and fall




•
 
the push almost toppled him to the ground




•
 


‹figurative›

 disagreement had threatened to topple the government.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘roll around’): frequentative of top
 1
 .





top-priority






adjective




of greatest importance




•
 
one of the top-priority matters in upcoming talks between the two nations.



















top-quality






adjective




of the highest quality; excellent




•
 
top-quality organic produce.



















top quark

 
t






noun






[Physics]

 a quark with a mass of about 340,000 times that of an electron and a charge of +⅔.













top rope

 

‹Climbing›






I.
 
noun




a rope lowered from above to the lead climber in a group, typically to give assistance at a difficult part of a climb.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
climb (a route or part of one) using a top rope.













top round






noun




a cut of meat taken from an inner section of a round of beef.













topsail

 
/ˈtäpsəl ˈtäpˌsāl/






noun



1.
 
a sail set on a ship's topmast.




2.
 
a fore-and-aft sail set above the gaff.













top secret

 
/ˌtäp ˈsēkrət/






adjective




of the highest secrecy; highly confidential




•
 
the experiments were top secret




•
 
a top-secret mission.



















top-selling

 
/ˌtäpˈseliNG/






adjective




selling in greater numbers than others of the same kind




•
 
the country's top-selling smartphone




•
 
one of the world's top-selling female artists.



















top-shelf

 
//






adjective



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 of a high quality; excellent




•
 
top-shelf vocal talent.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a magazine or other publication) pornographic.













topside

 
/ˈtäpˌsīd/





I.
 
noun

 — (often 
topsides

 )


1.
 
the upper part of a ship's side, above the waterline.








II.
 
adverb




on or toward the upper decks of a ship




•
 
we stayed topside.



















Top-Sider

 
/ˈtäpsīdər/






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a casual shoe, typically made of leather or canvas with a rubber sole, designed to be worn on boats.













topsoil

 
/ˈtäpˌsoil/






noun




the top layer of soil.














topspin

 
/ˈtäpˌspēn/





I.
 
noun




a fast forward spinning motion imparted to a ball when throwing or hitting it, often resulting in a curved path or a strong forward motion on rebounding.








II.
 
derivatives





topspinner






noun





















topstitch

 
/ˈtäpˌstiCH/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a row of continuous stitches on the top or right side of a garment or other article as a decorative feature.













topsy-turvy

 
/ˌtäpsēˈtərvē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
upside down




•
 
the fairground ride turned riders topsy-turvy.










2.
 
in a state of confusion




•
 
the topsy-turvy months of the invasion.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of utter confusion.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
topsy-turvily

 
/ˈtərvəlē /






adverb













2.
 
topsy-turviness






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: a jingle apparently based on top
 1
 and obsolete 
terve

 ‘overturn.’





top-tier






adjective




of the highest level or quality




•
 
a top-tier medical school.



















topwater

 
/ˈtäpˌwôtər, -ˌwätər/






adjective






[Fishing]

 
(N. Amer.)

 (of a bait) floating on or near the top of the water.














toque

 
/tōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman's small hat, typically having a narrow, closely turned-up brim.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small cap or bonnet having a narrow brim or no brim, worn by a man or woman.




3.
 
a tall white hat with a full pouched crown, worn by chefs.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





toquilla

 
/ˌtōˈkēyə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a palmlike tree, 
Carludovica palmata

 , native to South America.




2.
 
the fiber obtained from the toquilla, used especially to make hats.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from an American Spanish use of Spanish 
toquilla

 ‘small gauze headdress,’ diminutive of 
toca

 ‘toque.’





tor

 
/tôr/





I.
 
noun




a hill or rocky peak.











– origin

 Old English 
torr

 , perhaps of Celtic origin and related to Welsh 
tor

 ‘belly’ and Scottish Gaelic 
tòrr

 ‘bulging hill.’






Torah

 
/ˈtôrə tôˈrä ˈtōrə/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Torah

 )


1.
 
(in Judaism) the law of God as revealed to Moses and recorded in the first five books of the Hebrew scriptures (the Pentateuch).




2.
 
a scroll containing this.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
tōrāh

 ‘instruction, doctrine, law,’ from 
yārāh

 ‘show, direct, instruct.’






torc

 
/tôrk /

 
torque





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a neck ornament consisting of a band of twisted metal, worn especially by the ancient Gauls and Britons.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
torque

 , from Latin 
torques

 (see torch
 ).






torch

 
/tôrCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a portable means of illumination such as a piece of wood or cloth soaked in tallow or an oil lamp on a pole, sometimes carried ceremonially.




2.
 
(usu. 
the torch

 )
 — used to refer to a valuable quality, principle, or cause that needs to be protected and maintained




•
 
mountain warlords carried the torch of Greek independence.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a blowtorch.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an arsonist.




5.
 
British term for flashlight
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 set fire to




•
 
the shops had been looted and torched.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
carry a torch for






suffer from unrequited love for.









2.
 
put to the torch (or put a torch to)






destroy by burning.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
torche

 , from Latin 
torqua

 , variant of 
torques

 ‘necklace, wreath,’ from 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’ The current verb sense was originally US slang and dates from the 1930s.





torchbearer

 
/ˈtôrCHˌberər/






noun



1.
 
a person who carries a ceremonial torch.




2.
 
a person who leads or inspires others in working toward a valued goal.













torchière

 
/tôrˈSHer, tôrSHēˈer /

 
torchère





I.
 
noun




a tall ornamental flat-topped stand, traditionally used as a stand for a candlestick.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: French, from 
torche

 (see torch
 ).





torchlight

 
/ˈtôrCHˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




the light of a torch or torches.








II.
 
derivatives





torchlit

 
/-lit /






adjective





















torchon lace

 
/ˈtôrSHän ˌlās/





I.
 
noun




coarse bobbin lace with geometric designs.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘duster, dishcloth,’ from 
torcher

 ‘to wipe.’





torch relay






noun




an event during which a ceremonial torch is carried on a designated route by a succession of torchbearers




•
 
the Olympic flame will travel to Britain for a 70-day torch relay covering 8,000 miles.



















torch song





I.
 
noun




a sad or sentimental song, typically about unrequited love.








II.
 
derivatives





torch singer

 
/ˈtôrCH ˌsiNGər /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: 
torch

 from the phrase ‘carry a torch for’ (see torch
 ).





tore1


 
/tôr/






past of tear
 1
 .









tore2


 
/tôr/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for torus
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French.






toreador

 
/ˈtôrēəˌdôr/





I.
 
noun




a bullfighter.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
torear

 ‘fight bulls,’ from 
toro

 ‘bull.’





toreador pants






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 women's tight-fitting calf-length trousers.













torero

 
/təˈrerō/





I.
 
noun




a bullfighter.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
toro

 ‘bull’ (see toreador
 ).





toreutics

 
/təˈro͞odiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the art of making designs in relief or intaglio, especially by chasing, carving, and embossing in metal.








II.
 
derivatives





toreutic

 
/təˈro͞odik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
toreutikos

 , from 
toreuein

 ‘to work in relief.’





tori

 
/ˈtôrī ˈtôrē/






plural form of torus
 .









toric

 
/ˈtôrik/






adjective



1.
 


[Geometry]

 having the form of a torus or part of a torus.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 (of a contact lens) having two different curves instead of one, used to correct both astigmatism and near- or farsightedness.













torii

 
/ˈtôrēˌē/





I.
 
noun




the gateway of a Shinto shrine, with two uprights and two crosspieces.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
tori

 ‘bird’ + 
i

 ‘sit, perch.’






Torino

 
/təˈrēnō/






Italian name for Turin
 .









torment





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtôrment /



1.
 
severe physical or mental suffering




•
 
their deaths have left both families in torment.










2.
 
a cause of suffering




•
 
the journey must have been a torment for them.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/tôrˈment /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to experience severe mental or physical suffering




•
 
he was tormented by jealousy.










2.
 
annoy or provoke in a deliberately unkind way




•
 
every day I have kids tormenting me because they know I live alone.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tormentedly

 
/tôrˈmentədlē /






adverb













2.
 
tormentingly

 
/tôrˈmen(t)iNGlē /






adverb













3.
 
tormentor

 
/tôrˈmen(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as both noun and verb referring to the infliction or suffering of torture): from Old French 
torment

 (noun), 
tormenter

 (verb), from Latin 
tormentum

 ‘instrument of torture,’ from 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





tormentil

 
/ˈtôrmənˌtil/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing Eurasian plant with bright yellow flowers. The root is used in herbal medicine to treat diarrhea.

[
Potentilla erecta

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
tormentille

 , from medieval Latin 
tormentilla

 , of unknown origin.





torn

 
/tôrn/






past participle of tear
 1
 .









tornado

 
/tôrˈnādō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mobile, destructive vortex of violently rotating winds having the appearance of a funnel-shaped cloud and advancing beneath a large storm system.




2.
 
a person or thing characterized by violent or devastating action or emotion




•
 
a tornado of sexual confusion.














II.
 
derivatives





tornadic

 
/-ˈnādik, -ˈnadik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a violent thunderstorm of the tropical Atlantic Ocean): perhaps an alteration of Spanish 
tronada

 ‘thunderstorm’ (from 
tronar

 ‘to thunder’) by association with Spanish 
tornar

 ‘to turn.’





Tornado Alley






noun




an area of the Great Plains centered on eastern Kansas and Oklahoma and including parts of the surrounding states, where tornadoes are frequent.













Tornio

 
/ˈtôrnēˌō/






a river that rises in northeastern Sweden and flows south for 356 miles (566 km) to form the border between Sweden and Finland before it empties into the Gulf of Bothnia. Swedish name 
Torne Älv

 .









toro

 
/ˈtôrō/





I.
 
noun




a pale, fatty cut of tuna used for sushi and sashimi.











– origin

 Japanese, ‘tuna belly.’





toroid

 
/ˈtôroid/






noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a figure with a shape resembling a torus.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 
[Electronics]

 a coil shaped like a torus or doughnut.













toroidal

 
/tôˈroidl/





I.
 
adjective






[Geometry]

 of or resembling a torus.








II.
 
derivatives





toroidally






adverb






















Toronto

 
/təˈrän(t)ō/





I.
 
a city in Canada, capital of Ontario, on the northern shore of Lake Ontario; pop. 2,503,281 (2006).







– origin

 originally named York but renamed 
Toronto

 in 1834, from an Iroquoian word of uncertain meaning.






torpedo

 
/tôrˈpēdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cigar-shaped self-propelled underwater missile designed to be fired from a ship or submarine or dropped into the water from an aircraft and to explode on reaching a target.




2.
 


(US)

 a signal placed on a railroad track, exploding as the train passes over it.




3.
 


(US)

 a firework exploding on impact with a hard surface.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a submarine sandwich.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a gangster hired to commit a murder or other violent act.




6.
 
an explosive device lowered into oil wells to clear obstructions.




7.
 
(also 
torpedo ray

 )
 — an electric ray.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
attack or sink (a ship) with a torpedo or torpedoes.




2.
 
destroy or ruin (a plan or project)




•
 
fighting between the militias torpedoed peace talks.














III.
 
derivatives





torpedolike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Latin, literally ‘stiffness, numbness,’ by extension ‘electric ray’ (which gives a shock causing numbness), from 
torpere

 ‘be numb or sluggish.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the late 18th cent. and first described a timed explosive device for detonation under water.





torpedo boat

 
/tôrˈpēdō ˌbōt/






noun




a small, fast, light warship armed with torpedoes.













torpedo net






noun






‹historical›

 a net made of steel wire, hung in the water around an anchored ship to intercept torpedoes.













torpedo tube

 
/tôrˈpēdō ˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun




a tube in a submarine or other ship from which torpedoes are fired by the use of compressed air or an explosive charge.













torpefy

 
/ˈtôrpəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 make (someone or something) numb, paralyzed, or lifeless.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
torpefacere

 , from 
torpere

 ‘be numb or sluggish.’





torpid

 
/ˈtôrpəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
mentally or physically inactive; lethargic




•
 
we sat around in a torpid state.










2.
 
(of an animal) dormant, especially during hibernation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
torpidity

 
/tôrˈpidədē /






noun













2.
 
torpidly

 
/ˈtôrpədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
torpidus

 , from 
torpere

 ‘be numb or sluggish.’





torpor

 
/ˈtôrpər/





I.
 
noun




a state of physical or mental inactivity; lethargy




•
 
they veered between apathetic torpor and hysterical fanaticism.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, from 
torpere

 ‘be numb or sluggish.’





torque

 
/tôrk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mechanics]

 a twisting force that tends to cause rotation.




2.
 
variant spelling of torc
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply torque or a twisting force to (an object)




•
 
he gently torqued the hip joint.














III.
 
derivatives





torquey






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





torque converter

 
/tôrk kənˈvərdər/






noun




a device that transmits or multiplies torque generated by an engine.













Torquemada, Tomás de

 
/ˌtôrkəˈmädə, ˌtôrkāˈmäT͟Hä/






(
c.

 1420–98), Spanish cleric and Grand Inquisitor. A Dominican monk and confessor to Ferdinand and Isabella, he was the prime mover behind the Inquisition in 1478 and the expulsion of the Jews from Spain beginning in 1492.









torque wrench

 
/tôrk renCH/






noun




a tool for setting and adjusting the tightness of nuts and bolts to a desired value.













torr

 
/tôr/





I.
 
noun




a unit of pressure used in measuring partial vacuums, equal to 133.32 pascals.











– origin

 1940s: named after E. 
Torr

 (see Torricelli, Evangelista
 ).





Torrance

 
/ˈtôrəns, ˈtär-/






a commercial and industrial city in southwestern California, south of Los Angeles; pop. 140,820 (est. 2008).









Torrens system

 
/ˈtôrənz, ˈtär-/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a system of land title registration, adopted originally in Australia and later in some states of the US.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Sir Robert 
Torrens

 (1814–84), first premier of South Australia.






torrent

 
/ˈtôrənt ˈtärənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong and fast-moving stream of water or other liquid




•
 
rain poured down in torrents




•
 
after the winter rains, the stream becomes a raging torrent.










2.
 
(
a torrent of

 or 
torrents of

 )
 — a sudden, violent, and copious outpouring of (something, typically words or feelings)




•
 
she was subjected to a torrent of abuse




•
 
banks plowed torrents of money into the booming stock and property markets.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, from Italian 
torrente

 , from Latin 
torrent-

 ‘boiling, roaring,’ from 
torrere

 ‘parch, scorch.’





torrential

 
/təˈren(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of rain) falling rapidly and in copious quantities




•
 
a torrential downpour.










2.
 
(of water) flowing rapidly and with force.








II.
 
derivatives





torrentially






adverb





















Torres Strait

 
/ˈtôrˌez, -əs/





I.
 
a channel that separates the northern tip of Queensland, Australia, from the island of New Guinea and links the Arafura Sea and the Coral Sea.







– origin

 named after Spanish explorer Luis V. de 
Torres

 , the first European to sail along the southern coast of New Guinea 1606.






Torricelli, Evangelista

 
/ˌtôrəˈCHelē/






(1608–47), Italian mathematician and physicist. He invented the mercury barometer, with which he demonstrated that the atmosphere exerts a pressure sufficient to support a column of mercury in an inverted closed tube.









torrid

 
/ˈtôrəd ˈtärəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very hot and dry




•
 
the torrid heat of the afternoon.










2.
 
full of passionate or highly charged emotions arising from sexual love




•
 
a torrid love affair.










3.
 
full of difficulty or tribulation




•
 
Wall Street is in for a torrid time in the next few weeks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
torridity

 
/təˈridədē /






noun













2.
 
torridly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
torride

 or Latin 
torridus

 , from 
torrere

 ‘parch, scorch.’






torrid zone

 
Torrid Zone






noun




the hot central belt of the earth bounded by the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.













Torrington

 
/ˈtôriNGtən, ˈtär-/






a historic industrial and commercial city in northwestern Connecticut, on the Naugatuck River; pop. 35,312 (est. 2008).









torsade

 
/tôrˈsäd, -ˈsād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a decorative twisted braid, ribbon, or other strand used as trimming.




2.
 
an artificial plait of hair.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
tors-

 ‘twisted,’ from 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





torsade de pointes

 
/tôrˌsäd də ˈpwänt/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a form of tachycardia in which the electrical pulse in the heart undergoes a cyclical variation in strength, giving a characteristic electrocardiogram resembling a twisted fringe of spikes.











– origin

 1960s: French, literally ‘twist of spikes.’





torse

 
/tôrs/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a wreath.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French, from Latin 
torta

 , feminine past participle of 
torquere

 ‘twist.’






torsion

 
/ˈtôrSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of twisting or the state of being twisted, especially of one end of an object relative to the other.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 the extent to which a curve departs from being planar.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 (in a gastropod mollusk) the spontaneous twisting of the visceral hump through 180° during larval development.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
torsional

 
/ˈtôrSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
torsionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
torsionless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a medical term denoting colic or in the sense ‘twisting’ (especially of a loop of the intestine)): via Old French from late Latin 
torsio(n-)

 , variant of 
tortio(n-)

 ‘twisting, torture,’ from Latin 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





torsion balance

 
/ˈtôrSHən ˈbaləns/






noun




an instrument for measuring very weak forces by their effect on a system of fine twisted wire.













torsion bar

 
/ˈtôrSHən bär/






noun




a bar forming part of a vehicle suspension, twisting in response to the motion of the wheels and absorbing their vertical movement.













torsion pendulum






noun




a pendulum that rotates rather than swings.














torsk

 
/tôrsk/





I.
 
noun




a North Atlantic fish of the cod family, occurring in deep water and of some commercial importance.

Also called cusk
 . [
Brosme brosme

 , family 
Gadidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Norwegian 
torsk

 , from Old Norse 
thorskr

 ; probably related to 
thurr

 ‘dry.’





torso

 
/ˈtôrsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the trunk of the human body.




2.
 
the trunk of a statue without, or considered independently of, the head and limbs.




3.
 
an unfinished or mutilated thing, especially a work of art or literature




•
 
the Requiem torso was preceded by the cantata.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘stalk, stump,’ from Latin 
thyrsus

 (see thyrsus
 ).





tort

 
/tôrt/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a wrongful act or an infringement of a right (other than under contract) leading to civil legal liability.











– origin

 Middle English (in the general sense ‘wrong, injury’): from Old French, from medieval Latin 
tortum

 ‘wrong, injustice,’ neuter past participle of Latin 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





torta

 
/ˈtôrdə ˈtôrˌtä/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexican cuisine) a sandwich made with a crusty bread roll, served hot or cold




•
 
I ordered the steak torta.

















– origin

 Mexican Spanish, from Spanish 
torta

 ‘pie.’






torte

 
/tôrt, ˈtôrtə/





I.
 
noun




a sweet cake or tart.











– origin

 from German 
Torte

 , via Italian from late Latin 
torta

 ‘round loaf, cake.’ Compare with tortilla
 .





tortelli

 
/tôrˈtelē/





I.
 
noun




small pasta parcels stuffed with a cheese or vegetable mixture.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
tortello

 ‘small cake, fritter.’





tortellini

 
/ˌtôrdlˈēnē/





I.
 
noun




small squares of pasta that are stuffed with meat or cheese and then rolled and formed into small rings.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
tortellino

 , diminutive of 
tortello

 ‘small cake, fritter.’





tortfeasor

 
/ˈtôrtˌfēzər, -zôr/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person who commits a tort.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Old French 
tort-fesor

 , from 
tort

 ‘wrong’ and 
fesor

 ‘doer.’






torticollis

 
/ˌtôrdəˈkäləs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the head becomes persistently turned to one side, often associated with painful muscle spasms.

Also called wryneck
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
tortus

 ‘crooked, twisted’ + 
collum

 ‘neck.’





tortie

 
/ˈtôrdē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a tortoiseshell cat




•
 
I currently have two torties and a calico as foster cats.

















– origin

 1940s: diminutive of tortoiseshell
 .






tortilla

 
/tôrˈtē(y)ə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Mexican cooking) a thin, flat pancake of cornmeal or flour, eaten hot or cold, typically with a savory filling.




2.
 
(in Spanish cooking) a thick omelet containing potato and other vegetables, typically served cut into wedges.











– origin

 Spanish, diminutive of 
torta

 ‘cake.’ Compare with torte
 .





tortilla chip






noun




a piece of corn tortilla which has been fried or baked until crisp, typically eaten as a snack




•
 
they served tortilla chips with salsa.



















tortilleria

 
/tôrˌtē(y)əˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a place that makes and sells tortillas




•
 
for nearly 30 years, this family-run restaurant and tortilleria has been turning out authentic Mexican food.

















– origin

 Latin American Spanish.





tortious

 
/ˈtôrSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






[Law]

 constituting a tort; wrongful.








II.
 
derivatives





tortiously

 
/ˈtôrSHəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
torcious

 , from the stem of 
torcion

 ‘extortion, violence,’ from late Latin 
tortio(n-)

 (see torsion
 ). The original sense was ‘injurious.’






tortoise

 
/ˈtôrdəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a turtle, typically a herbivorous one that lives on land.




2.
 


‹informal›

 anything exceptionally slow-moving




•
 
you are a tortoise on the uptake today.










3.
 
another term for testudo
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tortoiselike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English 
tortu

 , 
tortuce

 : from Old French 
tortue

 and Spanish 
tortuga

 , both from medieval Latin 
tortuca

 , of uncertain origin. The current spelling dates from the mid 16th cent.





tortoise beetle






noun




a small flattened leaf beetle with an enlarged thorax, having wing cases that cover the entire insect and provide camouflage and protection. The larva carries a construction of feces and molted skins for camouflage.

[
Cassida

 and other genera, family 
Chrysomelidae

 .]














tortoiseshell

 
/ˈtôrdə(s)ˌSHel/






noun



1.
 
the semitransparent mottled yellow and brown shell of certain turtles, typically used to make jewelry or ornaments.




2.
 
a synthetic substance made in imitation of this.




3.
 
short for tortoiseshell cat
 .




4.
 
short for tortoiseshell butterfly
 .














tortoiseshell butterfly






noun




a butterfly with mottled orange, yellow, and black markings, and wavy wing margins.

[Genera 
Aglais

 and 
Nymphalis

 , subfamily 
Nymphalinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : several species.]














tortoiseshell cat






noun




a domestic cat with markings resembling tortoiseshell.













Tortola

 
/tôrˈtōlə/





I.
 
the principal island of the British Virgin Islands in the Caribbean Sea. Its chief town, Road Town, is the capital of the British Virgin Islands.







– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘turtledove.’





tortoni

 
/tôrˈtōnē/





I.
 
noun




an Italian ice cream made with eggs and cream, typically served in a small cup and topped with chopped almonds or crumbled macaroons.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: the name of a 19th-cent. Italian cafe owner in Paris.





tortrix

 
/ˈtôrtriks /

 
tortrix moth





I.
 
noun




a small moth with typically green caterpillars that live inside rolled leaves and can be a serious pest of fruit and other trees.

[Family 
Tortricidae

 : many species.]








II.
 
derivatives





tortricid

 
/-trisid /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of Latin 
tortor

 ‘twister,’ from 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





tortuous

 
/ˈtôrCH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of twists and turns




•
 
the route is remote and tortuous.










2.
 
excessively lengthy and complex




•
 
a tortuous argument.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tortuosity

 
/ˌtôrCHo͞oˈäsədē /






noun













2.
 
tortuously

 
/ˈtôrCH(o͞o)əslē /






adverb






•
 
tortuously twisting logic



















3.
 
tortuousness

 
/ˈtôrCH(o͞o)əsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
tortuosus

 , from 
tortus

 ‘twisting, a twist,’ from Latin 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’ / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
tortuous

 and 
torturous

 , see usage at torturous
 .





torture

 
/ˈtôrCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or practice of inflicting severe pain on someone as a punishment or to force them to do or say something, or for the pleasure of the person inflicting the pain.




2.
 
great physical or mental suffering or anxiety




•
 
the torture I've gone through because of loving you so.










3.
 
a cause of suffering or anxiety




•
 
dances were absolute torture because I was so small.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inflict severe pain on




•
 
most of the victims had been brutally tortured.










2.
 
cause great mental suffering or anxiety to




•
 
he was tortured by grief.














III.
 
derivatives





torturer

 
/ˈtôrCH(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘distortion, twisting,’ or a physical disorder characterized by this): via French from late Latin 
tortura

 ‘twisting, torment,’ from Latin 
torquere

 ‘to twist.’





torturous

 
/ˈtôrCH(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective




characterized by, involving, or causing excruciating pain or suffering




•
 
a torturous eight weeks in their prison camp.














II.
 
derivatives





torturously






adverb






•
 
a torturously hot day

























– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, from 
torture

 ‘torture.’ / 
usage:

 
Tortuous

 and 
torturous

 have different core meanings. 
Tortuous

 means ‘full of twists and turns’ or ‘devious, circuitous’: both paths were tortuous and strewn with boulders. 
Torturous

 is derived from torture and means ‘involving torture or excruciating pain’. 
Torturous

 should be reserved for agonized suffering; it is not a fancy word for ‘painful’ or ‘discomforting,’ as in I found the concert torturous because of the music's volume.





torula

 
/ˈtôr(y)ələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
torula yeast

 )
 — a yeast cultured for use in medicine and as a food additive, especially as a source of vitamins and protein.

[
Candida utilis

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 .]




2.
 
a yeastlike fungus composed of chains of rounded cells, several kinds growing on dead vegetation and some causing infections.

[Genus 
Torula

 (or formerly this genus), subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 : several species, in particular 
T. herbarum

 , which grows on dead grasses.]











– origin

 modern Latin (genus name), diminutive of Latin 
torus

 ‘swelling, bolster.’






Toruń

 
/ˈtôrˌo͞on/






an industrial city in northern Poland, on the Vistula River; pop. 206,765 (2007).

German name Thorn
 .










torus

 
/ˈtôrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a surface or solid formed by rotating a closed curve, especially a circle, around a line that lies in the same plane but does not intersect it (e.g., like a ring-shaped doughnut).




2.
 
a thing of this shape, especially a large ring-shaped chamber used in physical research.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 a large convex molding, typically semicircular in cross section, especially as the lowest part of the base of a column.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 a ridge of bone or muscle




•
 
the maxillary torus.










5.
 


[Botany]

 the receptacle of a flower.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin, literally ‘swelling, bolster, round molding.’ The other senses date from the 19th cent.





Tory

 
/ˈtôrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 an American colonist who supported the British side during the American Revolution.




2.
 
(in the UK) a member or supporter of the Conservative Party.




3.
 
a member of the English political party opposing the exclusion of James II from the succession. It remained the name for members of the English, later British, parliamentary party supporting the established religious and political order until the emergence of the Conservative Party in the 1830s.

Compare with Whig
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the British Conservative Party or its supporters




•
 
Tory voters.














III.
 
derivatives





Toryism

 
/ˈtôrēˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: probably from Irish 
toraidhe

 ‘outlaw, highwayman,’ from 
tóir

 ‘pursue.’ The word was used of Irish peasants dispossessed by English settlers and living as robbers, and extended to other marauders especially in the Scottish Highlands. It was then adopted 
c.

 1679 as an abusive nickname for supporters of the Catholic James II.





tosa

 
/ˈtōsə/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a breed of mastiff originally kept for dogfighting.











– origin

 1940s: from 
Tosa

 , the name of a former province in Japan.






Toscana

 
/tôˈskänə/






Italian name for Tuscany
 .









Toscanini, Arturo

 
/ˌtäskəˈnēnē/






(1867–1957), Italian conductor. He was musical director at La Scala in Milan 1898–1903 and 1906–08 before becoming a conductor at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City 1908–21 and the New York Philharmonic Orchestra 1928–38. He founded the NBC Symphony Orchestra in 1937.









tosh

 
/täSH/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 rubbish; nonsense




•
 
it's sentimental tosh.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





toss

 
/tôs täs/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — throw (something) somewhere lightly, easily, or casually




•
 
Suzy tossed her bag onto the sofa




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
she tossed me a box of matches.










2.
 
(of a horse) throw (a rider) off its back.




3.
 
throw (a coin) into the air in order to make a decision between two alternatives, based on which side of the coin faces up when it lands




•
 
we could just toss a coin.










4.
 
settle a matter with (someone) by doing this




•
 
I'll 
toss you for

 it.










5.
 
move or cause to move from side to side or back and forth


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the tops of the olive trees swayed and tossed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the yachts were tossed around in the harbor like toys




•
 (
-tossed

 )
 
wind-tossed lakes.










6.
 
jerk (one's head or hair) sharply backward




•
 
Paula pursed her lips and tossed her head.










7.
 
shake or turn (food) in a liquid, so as to coat it lightly




•
 
toss the pasta in the sauce.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 search (a place)




•
 
I could demand her keys and toss her office.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an action or instance of tossing something




•
 
a defiant toss of her head




•
 
the toss of a coin.










2.
 
(
the toss

 )
 — the action of tossing a coin as a method of deciding which team has the right to make a particular decision at the beginning of a game




•
 
we'd win the toss and keep the ball.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
toss one's cookies








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 vomit.









2.
 
tossing the caber






see caber
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





toss something off





a.
 
drink something rapidly or all at once




•
 
Roger tossed off a full glass of Sauternes.










b.
 
produce something rapidly or without thought or effort




•
 
some of the best letters are tossed off in a burst of inspiration.


















V.
 
derivatives





tosser

 
/ˈtôsər /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





tosspot

 
/ˈtôsˌpät/






noun






‹informal›

 a habitual drinker (also used as a general term of abuse).













toss-up

 
/ˈtôs ˌəp/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 the tossing of a coin to make a decision between two alternatives.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a situation in which all outcomes or options are equally possible or equally attractive




•
 
employment-wise, at this stage it’s a toss-up between two jobs.



















tostada

 
/tōˈstädə /

 
tostado





I.
 
noun




a Mexican deep-fried tortilla topped with a seasoned mixture of beans, ground meat, and vegetables.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘toasted,’ past participle of 
tostar

 .





tostones

 
/täsˈtōnāz/





I.
 
plural noun




a Latin American dish of fried plantains, typically served with a dip.











– origin

 from Spanish 
tostón

 .





tosyl

 
/ˈtäsəl/





I.
 
noun




[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the toluene-4-sulphonyl radical —SO2
 C6
 H4
 CH3
 , used in organic synthesis.











– origin

 1930s: from German, from 
to(luol

 ) and 
s(ulphon)yl

 .





tosylate

 
/ˈtäsəˌlāt/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an ester containing a tosyl group.













tot1


 
/tät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very young child.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a small amount of a strong alcoholic drink such as whiskey or brandy




•
 


a tot of

 brandy.

















– origin

 early 18th cent. (originally dialect): of unknown origin.





tot2


 
/tät/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
tot something up

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 add up numbers or amounts.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 accumulate something over a period of time




•
 
he has already totted up 89 victories.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from archaic 
tot

 ‘set of figures to be added up,’ abbreviation of total
 or of Latin 
totum

 ‘the whole.’






total

 
/ˈtōdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — comprising the whole number or amount




•
 
a total cost of $4,000.










2.
 
complete; absolute




•
 
a total stranger




•
 
they drove home in total silence.














II.
 
noun




the whole number or amount of something




•
 
he scored a total of thirty-three points




•
 


in total

 , 200 people were interviewed.














III.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — amount in number to




•
 
they were left with debts totaling $6,260.










2.
 
add up the full number or amount of




•
 
the scores were totaled.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 damage (something, typically a vehicle) beyond repair; wreck.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
totalis

 , from 
totum

 ‘the whole,’ neuter of Latin 
totus

 ‘whole, entire.’ The verb, at first in the sense ‘add up,’ dates from the late 16th cent.





total depravity






noun






[Christian Theology]

 the Calvinist doctrine that human nature is thoroughly corrupt and sinful as a result of the Fall.













total eclipse






noun




an eclipse in which the whole of the disk of the sun or moon is obscured.













total football





I.
 
noun






[Soccer]

 an attacking style of play in which every outfield player is able to play in any position as required during the course of a game.











– origin

 1970s: translation of Dutch 
totaalvoetbal

 . The style was originally associated with Ajax FC of Amsterdam and the Dutch national team.





total harmonic distortion






noun




the distortion produced by an amplifier, as measured in terms of the harmonics of the sinusoidal components of the signal that it introduces.













total heat






noun




another term for enthalpy
 .













totalitarian

 
/tōˌtaləˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a system of government that is centralized and dictatorial and requires complete subservience to the state




•
 
a totalitarian regime.














II.
 
noun




a person advocating a totalitarian system of government.








III.
 
derivatives





totalitarianism

 
/tōˌtaləˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun





















totality

 
/tōˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the whole of something




•
 
the totality of their current policies.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the moment or duration of total obscuration of the sun or moon during an eclipse.








II.
 
phrases





in its totality






as a whole




•
 
a deeper exploration of life in its totality.
























totalizator

 
/ˈtōdələˌzādər/






noun




a device showing the number and amount of bets staked on a race, to facilitate the division of the total among those backing the winner.













totalize

 
/ˈtōdlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
totalizing

 )


1.
 
comprehend in an all-encompassing way




•
 
grand ideas and totalizing worldviews.














II.
 
derivatives





totalization

 
/-ˈzāSHən /






noun





















totalizer

 
/ˈtōdlˌīzər/






noun




another term for totalizator
 .














totally

 
/ˈtōdlē/






adverb



1.
 
completely; absolutely




•
 
the building was totally destroyed by the fire




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
they came from totally different backgrounds.










2.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize a clause or statement




•
 
I'm sorry, I totally didn't mean it




•
 
so then Julie, like, totally dumps her boyfriend Tommy.










3.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express agreement




•
 
“After all it's his mess, so let him clean it up.” “Totally!”



















Total Quality Management

 
/ˈtōdl ˈkwälədē ˌmanijmənt/






noun




a system of management based on the principle that every staff member must be committed to maintaining high standards of work in every aspect of a company's operations.













total recall

 
/ˈtōdl rəˈkôl rēˈkôl/






noun




the ability to remember with clarity every detail of the events of one's life or of a particular event, object, or experience.













total war






noun




a war that is unrestricted in terms of the weapons used, the territory or combatants involved, or the objectives pursued, especially one in which the laws of war are disregarded.













tote

 
/tōt /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry, wield, or convey (something heavy or substantial)




•
 
here are books well worth toting home




•
 (
-toting

 )
 
a gun-toting loner.














II.
 
noun




short for tote bag
 .








III.
 
derivatives





toter






noun




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a gun-toter

























– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably of dialect origin.





Tote

 
/tōt/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Tote

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 a system of betting based on the use of the totalizator, in which dividends are calculated according to the amount staked rather than odds offered.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.






tote bag

 
/ˈtōt ˌbaɡ/






noun




a large bag used for carrying a number of items.













tote board





I.
 
noun




a large board on which changing numerical information (such as betting odds, telethon donations, or election results) is displayed.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: shortened from totalizator
 .





totem

 
/ˈtōdəm/





I.
 
noun




a natural object or animal believed by a particular society to have spiritual significance and adopted by it as an emblem.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
totemic

 
/tōˈtemik /






adjective













2.
 
totemism

 
/ˈtōdəˌmizəm /






noun













3.
 
totemist

 
/-mist /






noun













4.
 
totemistic

 
/ˌtōdəˈmistik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Ojibwa 
nindoodem

 ‘my totem.’





totem pole

 
/ˈtōdəm ˌpōl/






noun



1.
 
a pole on which totems are hung or on which the images of totems are carved.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a hierarchy




•
 
the social totem pole.



















totes

 
/tōts /

 
tots





I.
 
adverb






‹informal›

 totally


[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
it's summer so it's light all the time plus the scenery is totes amazing




•
 
either way is totes fine with me




•
 
this is pretty embarrassing but I was totes asleep




•
 
I'm tots scared right now.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: alteration of totally
 .





t'other

 
/ˈtəT͟Hər /

 
tother





I.
 
adjective, pronoun






‹dialect›

 
‹humorous›

 the other


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
I was talking about it t῾other day




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
we were talking of this, that, and t῾other.

















– origin

 Middle English 
the tother

 , wrong division of 
thet other

 ‘the other’ (
thet

 , from Old English 
thaet

 , the obsolete neuter form of 
the

 ).





totipotent

 
/tōˈtipədənt/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of an immature or stem cell) capable of giving rise to any cell type or (of a blastomere) a complete embryo.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
totus

 ‘whole’ + potent
 1
 .





Totonac

 
/ˌtōdəˈnäk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of east central Mexico.




2.
 
the language of the Totonac.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Totonac or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Totonaca

 , from Nahuatl 
Totonacatl

 .






totter

 
/ˈtädər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move in a feeble or unsteady way




•
 
a hunched figure tottering down the path.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
tottering

 )
 — (of a building) shake or rock as if about to collapse




•
 
tottering, gutted houses.










3.
 
be insecure or about to fail




•
 
the pharmaceutical industry has tottered from crisis to crisis.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a feeble or unsteady gait.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
totterer






noun













2.
 
tottery

 
/ˈtäd(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
touteren

 ‘to swing’ (the original sense in English).






toucan

 
/ˈto͞oˌkan ˈto͞oˌkän/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American fruit-eating bird with a massive bill and typically brightly colored plumage.

[Genera 
Ramphastos

 and 
Andigena

 , family 
Ramphastidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French and Portuguese from Tupi 
tucan

 , imitative of its call.





toucanet

 
/ˌto͞okəˈnet/





I.
 
noun




a small tropical American toucan with mainly green plumage.

[Family 
Ramphastidae

 : three genera, in particular 
Aulacorhynchus

 and 
Selenidera

 , and several species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: diminutive of toucan
 .






touch

 
/təCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
come so close to (an object) as to be or come into contact with it




•
 
the dog had one paw outstretched, not quite touching the ground.










2.
 
bring one's hand or another part of one's body into contact with




•
 
he touched a strand of her hair




•
 
she lowered her head to touch his fingers with her lips.










3.
 
come or bring into mutual contact


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
for a moment their fingers touched




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we touched wheels and nearly came off the road.










4.
 


[Geometry]

 be tangent to (a curve or surface) at a certain point.




5.
 


‹informal›

 reach (a specified level or amount)




•
 
sales touched twenty grand last year.










6.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 be comparable to in quality or excellence




•
 
there's no one who can touch him at lightweight judo.










7.
 
handle in order to manipulate, alter, or otherwise affect, especially in an adverse way




•
 
I didn't play her records or touch any of her stuff.










8.
 
cause harm to (someone)




•
 
I've got friends who'll pull strings—nobody will dare touch me.










9.
 
consume or use (food, drink, money, etc.)




•
 
the beer by his right hand was hardly touched




•
 
in three years I haven't touched a cent of the money.










10.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — used to indicate that something is avoided or rejected




•
 
he was good only for the jobs that nobody else would touch.










11.
 
(
touch someone for

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 ask someone for (money or some other commodity) as a loan or gift




•
 
he touched me for his fare.










12.
 
have an effect on; make a difference to




•
 
a tenth of state companies have been touched by privatization.










13.
 
(of a quality or expression) be or become visible or apparent in




•
 
a wry smile touched his lips




•
 
the voice was touched by hysteria.










14.
 
(
touch something in

 )
 — 

[chiefly Art]

 lightly mark in features or other details with a brush or pencil.




15.
 
produce feelings of affection, gratitude, or sympathy in




•
 
she was touched by her friend's loyalty.










16.
 
(as 
adj.

 
touched

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 slightly insane.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of touching someone or something




•
 
her touch on his shoulder was hesitant




•
 
expressions of love through words and touch




•
 
you can manipulate images on the screen 
at the touch of

 a key.










2.
 
the faculty of perception through physical contact, especially with the fingers




•
 
reading by touch.










3.
 
a musician's manner of playing keys or strings.




4.
 
the manner in which a musical instrument's keys or strings respond to being played




•
 
Viennese instruments with their too delicate touch.










5.
 
a light stroke with a pen, pencil, etc.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an act of asking for and getting money or some other commodity from someone as a loan or gift




•
 
I only tolerated him because he was good for a touch now and then.










7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 a thing or an action that tries out the worth or character of something; a test




•
 
you must 
put

 your fate 
to the touch

 .










8.
 
a small amount; a trace




•
 
add 
a touch of

 vinegar




•
 
he retired to bed with 
a touch of

 the flu.










9.
 
a detail or feature, typically one that gives something a distinctive character




•
 
the film's most inventive touch.










10.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a distinctive manner or method of dealing with something




•
 
later he showed a surer political touch.










11.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an ability to deal with something successfully




•
 
getting caught looks so incompetent, as though we're losing our touch.










12.
 


[Bell-ringing]

 a series of changes shorter than a peal.




13.
 
short for touch football
 .








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
a touch






to a slight degree; a little




•
 
the water was a touch too chilly for us.















2.
 
in touch





a.
 
in or into communication




•
 
she said that you 
kept in touch

 , that you wrote




•
 
ask someone to 
put

 you 
in touch

 with other suppliers.










b.
 
possessing up-to-date knowledge




•
 
we need to keep in touch with the latest developments.










c.
 
having an intuitive or empathetic awareness




•
 
you need to be in touch with your feelings.















3.
 
lose touch





a.
 
cease to correspond or be in communication




•
 
I 
lost touch with

 him when he joined the air force.










b.
 
cease to be aware or informed




•
 
we cannot 
lose touch with

 political reality.















4.
 
out of touch





a.
 
lacking knowledge or information concerning current events and developments




•
 
he seems surprisingly out of touch with recent economic thinking.










b.
 
lacking in awareness or sympathy




•
 
we have been betrayed by a government out of touch with our values.















5.
 
to the touch






used to describe the qualities of something perceived by touching it or the sensations felt by someone who is touched




•
 
the silk was slightly rough to the touch




•
 
the ankle was swollen and painful to the touch.















6.
 
touch base (with)






see base
 1
 .









7.
 
touch bottom





a.
 
reach the bottom of a body of water with one's feet or a pole.




b.
 
be at the lowest or worst point




•
 
the housing market has touched bottom.















8.
 
touch a chord






see chord
 2
 .









9.
 
touch wood






see wood
 .









10.
 
would not touch something with a ten-foot pole








‹informal›

 used to express a refusal to have anything to do with someone or something




•
 
relax, I wouldn't touch you with a ten-foot pole!


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
touch at






(of a ship or someone in it) call briefly at (a port).









2.
 
touch down






(of an aircraft or spacecraft) make contact with the ground in landing.









3.
 
touch something off





a.
 
cause something to ignite or explode by touching it with a match.




b.
 
cause something to happen, especially suddenly




•
 
there was concern that the move could touch off a trade war.















4.
 
touch on (or upon)





a.
 
deal briefly with (a subject) in written or spoken discussion




•
 
he touches upon several themes from the last chapter.










b.
 
come near to being




•
 
a self-confident manner touching on the arrogant.















5.
 
touch something up






make small improvements to something




•
 
these paints are handy for touching up small areas on walls or ceilings.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
touchable

 
/ˈtəCHəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
toucher

 
/ˈtəCHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: the verb from Old French 
tochier

 , probably from a Romance word of imitative origin; the noun originally from Old French 
touche

 , later (in certain senses) directly from the verb.





touch and go

 
/təCH and (ə)n(d) ɡō/





I.
 
adjective




(of an outcome, especially one that is desired) possible but very uncertain




•
 
it was touch and go there for a while whether they would make it.














II.
 
noun

 — (
touch-and-go

 )


1.
 
a maneuver in which an aircraft touches the ground as in landing, and immediately takes off again.













touchback

 
/ˈtəCHˌbak/






noun






[Football]

 a ball one downs deliberately behind one's own goal line or that is kicked through one's end zone. It is taken to the 20-yard line to resume play.













touchdown

 
/ˈtəCHˌdoun/






noun



1.
 
the moment at which an aircraft's wheels or part of a spacecraft make contact with the ground during landing




•
 
two hours until touchdown.










2.
 


[Football]

 a six-point score made by carrying or passing the ball into the end zone of the opposing side, or by recovering it there following a fumble or blocked kick.




3.
 


[Rugby]

 an act of touching the ground with the ball behind the opponents' goal line, scoring a try.













touché

 
/to͞oˈSHā/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
(in fencing) used as an acknowledgment of a hit by one's opponent.




2.
 
used as an acknowledgment during a discussion of a good or clever point made at one's expense by another person.











– origin

 French, literally ‘touched,’ past participle of 
toucher

 .






touch football

 
/təCH ˈfo͝otˌbôl/






noun




a form of football in which a ball carrier is downed by touching instead of tackling.













touchhole

 
/ˈtəCHˌhōl/






noun




a small hole in early firearms through which the charge is ignited.













touching

 
/ˈtəCHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




arousing strong feelings of sympathy, appreciation, or gratitude




•
 
your loyalty is very touching




•
 
a touching reconciliation scene.







[early 16th cent.: from touch
 + -ing
 2
 .]








II.
 
preposition




concerning; about




•
 
evidence touching the facts of Roger's case.







[late Middle English: from French 
touchant

 , present participle of 
toucher

 ‘to touch.’]








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
touchingly

 
/ˈtəCHiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
touchingness

 
/ˈtəCHiNGnəs /






noun





















touchless

 
/ˈtəCHˌləs/






adjective




relating to or denoting technology that is operated by means of gestures rather than by touching a control or interface




•
 
the house is activated by touchless radar sensors and voice control




•
 
innovations in touchless technology.



















touchline

 
/ˈtəCHˌlīn/






noun






[Rugby]

 
[Soccer]

 the boundary line on each side of the field.














touch-me-not

 
/ˈtəCHmēnät/






noun




a plant of the balsam family whose ripe seed capsules open explosively when touched, scattering seeds over some distance.

[Genus 
Impatiens

 , family 
Balsaminaceae

 : several species, in particular the orange-flowered 
spotted touch-me-not

 (
I. capensis

 ).]














touchpad

 
/ˈtəCHˌpad/






noun




a computer input device in the form of a small panel containing different touch-sensitive areas.













touchpaper

 
/ˈtəCHˌpāpər/






noun



1.
 
a strip of paper impregnated with niter, for lighting fireworks or explosive substances.




2.
 
used in reference to an action that is likely to cause anger or controversy




•
 
it was an intervention by the umpire that 
lit the blue touchpaper

 .



















touchpoint

 
/ˈtəCHˌpoint/






noun



1.
 


[Business]

 any point of contact between a buyer and a seller.




2.
 


[Computing]

 on some laptop computers, a device like a miniature joystick with a rubber tip, manipulated with a finger to move the screen pointer.




3.
 
a time, condition, or circumstance that is vulnerable or unstable enough to precipitate a highly unfavorable, possibly devastating outcome




•
 
a touchpoint for world conflagration.










4.
 


[Psychology]

 the time in a child's development that precedes an appreciable leap in physical, emotional, or cognitive growth.

[1990s: from the usage coined in the book 
Touchpoints

 (1992) by US pediatrician T. Berry Brazelton (1918–) and US child psychiatrist Joshua D. Sparrow.]













touchscreen

 
/ˈtəCH ˌskrēn/






noun




a display device that allows a user to interact with a computer by touching areas on the screen.













touch-sensitive

 
/ˈtəCHˌsensədiv/






adjective




(of an electronic device's interface or display) responsive to touch




•
 
a touch-sensitive control panel




•
 
the advent of touch-sensitive computer displays.



















touchstone

 
/ˈtəCHˌstōn/






noun



1.
 
a piece of fine-grained dark schist or jasper formerly used for testing alloys of gold by observing the color of the mark that they made on it.




2.
 
a standard or criterion by which something is judged or recognized




•
 
they tend to regard grammar as the touchstone of all language performance.



















touch-tone

 
/ˈtəCHˌtōn /

 
Touch-Tone





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a telephone) having push buttons and generating tones to dial rather than pulses.




2.
 
(of a service) accessed or controlled by the tones generated by touch-tone these telephones.








II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a telephone of this type.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 one of the set of tones generated by touch-tone telephones.













touch-type

 
/ˈtəCH ˌtīp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
touch-typing

 )


1.
 
type using all one's fingers and without looking at the keys.








II.
 
derivatives





touch-typist

 
/ˈtəCH ˌtīpist /






noun





















touch-up

 
/ˈtəCH ˌəp/






noun




a quick restoration or improvement made to the appearance or state of something




•
 
the hotels had undergone more than the customary touch-ups and refurbishing.



















touchwood

 
/ˈtəCHˌwo͝od/






noun






‹archaic›

 readily flammable wood used as tinder, especially when made soft by fungi.













touchy

 
/ˈtəCHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) oversensitive and irritable.




2.
 
(of an issue or situation) requiring careful handling; delicate




•
 
the monarchy has become a touchy topic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
touchily

 
/ˈtəCHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
touchiness

 
/ˈtəCHēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps an alteration of tetchy
 , influenced by touch
 .





touchy-feely

 
/ˌtəCHēˈfēlē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 openly expressing affection or other emotions, especially through physical contact




•
 
touchy-feely guys calling home to talk baby talk to their kids.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 characteristic of or relating to touchy-feely behavior




•
 
such touchy-feely topics as employees' personal values.




















tough

 
/təf/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance or object) strong enough to withstand adverse conditions or rough or careless handling




•
 
tough backpacks for climbers.










2.
 
(of a person or animal) able to endure hardship or pain; physically robust




•
 
even at this ripe old age, he's still as tough as old boots.










3.
 
able to protect one's own interests or maintain one's own opinions without being intimidated by opposition; confident and determined




•
 
she's both sensitive and tough.










4.
 
demonstrating a strict and uncompromising attitude or approach




•
 
police have been getting tough with drivers




•
 
tough new laws on tobacco advertising.










5.
 
(of a person) strong and prone to violence




•
 
tough young teenagers.










6.
 
(of an area) notorious for violence and crime.




7.
 
(of food, especially meat) difficult to cut or chew.




8.
 
involving considerable difficulty or hardship; requiring great determination or effort




•
 
the training has been quite tough




•
 
he had a tough time getting into a good college.










9.
 
used to express sympathy with someone in an unpleasant or difficult situation




•
 
Poor kid. It's 
tough on

 her.










10.
 
[often as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used to express a lack of sympathy with someone




•
 
I feel the way I feel, and if you don't like it, tough.














II.
 
noun




a tough person, especially a gangster or criminal




•
 
young toughs sporting their state-of-the-art firearms.














III.
 
verb

 — (
tough it out

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 endure a period of hardship or difficulty.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
a tough nut to crack






see nut
 .









2.
 
tough shit (or titty)








‹vulgar slang›

 used to express a lack of sympathy with someone.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toughish






adjective













2.
 
toughly

 
/ˈtəflē /






adverb













3.
 
toughness

 
/ˈtəfnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tōh

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
taai

 and German 
zäh

 .





toughen

 
/ˈtəfən/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
make or become tougher


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he tried to 
toughen

 his son 
up

 by sending him to public school




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
if removed from the oven too soon meringues shrink and toughen.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (rules or a policy) stricter and more harsh




•
 
new congressional efforts to toughen the laws.














II.
 
derivatives





toughener






noun





















toughie

 
/ˈtəfē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is tough, determined, and not easily daunted.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a difficult problem or question




•
 
Whom do you admire most? That's a toughie.



















tough love

 
/təf ləv/






noun



1.
 
promotion of a person's welfare, especially that of an addict, child, or criminal, by enforcing certain constraints on them, or requiring them to take responsibility for their actions.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a political policy designed to encourage self-help by restricting state benefits.













tough-minded

 
/ˌtəfˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




strong, determined, and able to face up to reality.








II.
 
derivatives





tough-mindedness






noun





















Toulon

 
/to͞oˈlôn/






a port and naval base on the Mediterranean coast of southern France; pop. 170,041 (2006).









Toulouse

 
/to͞oˈlo͞oz/






a city in southwestern France on the Garonne River, the capital of the Midi-Pyrénées region; pop. 444,392 (2006).









Toulouse-Lautrec, Henri de

 
/to͝oˌlo͞oz lōˈtrek/






(1864–1901), French painter and lithographer; full name 
Henri Marie Raymond de Toulouse-Lautrec

 . His color lithographs depict actors, music-hall singers, prostitutes, and waitresses from the 1890s in Montmartre: the 
Moulin Rouge

 series (1894) is particularly well known.









toupee

 
/to͞oˈpā/





I.
 
noun




a small wig or artificial hairpiece worn to cover a bald spot.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (denoting a curl or lock of artificial hair): alteration of French 
toupet

 ‘hair tuft,’ diminutive of Old French 
toup

 ‘tuft,’ ultimately of Germanic origin and related to top
 1
 .





tour

 
/to͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a journey for pleasure in which several different places are visited




•
 
three couples from Kansas on an airline tour of Alaska.










2.
 
a short trip to or through a place in order to view or inspect something




•
 
a tour of the White House.










3.
 
a journey made by performers or an athletic team, in which they perform or play in several different places




•
 
she joined the Royal Shakespeare Company 
on tour

 .










4.
 
(
the tour

 )
 — (in golf, tennis, and other sports) the annual round of events in which top professionals compete.




5.
 
(also 
tour of duty

 )
 — a period of duty on military or diplomatic service




•
 
he was haunted by his tour of duty in Vietnam.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a tour of (an area)




•
 
he decided to tour France




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they had toured in a little minivan.










2.
 
take (a performer, production, etc.) on tour.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun): from Old French, ‘turn,’ via Latin from Greek 
tornos

 ‘lathe.’ Sense 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





touraco

 
/ˈto͝orəˌkō /

 
turaco





I.
 
noun




a fruit-eating African bird with brightly colored plumage, a prominent crest, and a long tail.

[Family 
Musophagidae

 (the 
touraco family

 ): three genera, esp. 
Musophaga

 and 
Tauraco

 , and several species. The touraco family also includes the plantain-eaters.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, from a West African word.






Tourane

 
/to͝oˈrän/






former name of Da Nang
 .









tour de force

 
/ˌto͝or də ˈfôrs/





I.
 
noun




an impressive performance or achievement that has been accomplished or managed with great skill




•
 
his novel is a tour de force.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘feat of strength.’





Tour de France

 
/ˌto͝or də ˈfrans/






an annual long-distance race for professional cyclists first held in 1903 and taking place primarily on the roads of France over a period of about three weeks. It consists of multiple stages which are separately timed, several of these stages encompassing mountainous terrain in the Alps and the Pyrenees.









tour de stade

 
/ˌto͝or də ˈstäd, ˌto͝or də ˈstad/





I.
 
noun




an exercise session in which a person runs up and down every section of steps in a stadium.











– origin

 French, literally ‘tour of the stadium.’





tour d'horizon

 
/ˌto͝or dôrēˈzäN/





I.
 
noun




a broad general survey or summary of an argument or event.











– origin

 French, literally ‘tour of the horizon.’





tour en l'air

 
/ˌto͝or än ˈler/





I.
 
noun






[Ballet]

 a movement in which a dancer jumps straight upward and completes at least one full revolution in the air before landing.











– origin

 French, literally ‘turn in the air.’





tourer

 
/ˈto͝orər/






noun




a car, camper, or bicycle designed for touring.













Tourette's syndrome

 
/to͝oˈrets ˌsindrōm /

 
Tourette syndrome





I.
 
noun




a neurological disorder characterized by involuntary tics and vocalizations and often the compulsive utterance of obscenities.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Gilles de la 
Tourette

 (1857–1904), French neurologist.





tour guide






noun




a person employed to show tourists around places of interest




•
 
our tour guide was very knowledgeable and entertaining.



















touring car

 
/ˈto͝oriNG ˌkär/






noun



1.
 
a car designed with room for passengers and luggage.




2.
 
a touring car used in auto racing, as distinct from a specially designed race car.














tourism

 
/ˈto͝orˌizəm/






noun




the commercial organization and operation of vacations and visits to places of interest.













tourist

 
/ˈto͝orəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is traveling or visiting a place for pleasure




•
 
the pyramids have drawn tourists to Egypt.










2.
 
short for tourist class
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 travel as a tourist




•
 
American families touristing abroad.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
touristic

 
/to͝oˈristik /






adjective













2.
 
touristically

 
/to͝oˈristik(ə)lē /






adverb






















tourist class

 
/ˈto͝orəst klas/





I.
 
noun




the cheapest seating or accommodations for passengers in a ship, aircraft, or hotel.








II.
 
adjective, adverb




relating to tourist class seating or accommodations


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a tourist-class hotel




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they had come tourist class from Cairo.



















touristy

 
/ˈto͝orəstē/






adjective






‹informal›

 relating to, appealing to, or visited by tourists (often used to suggest tawdriness or lack of authenticity)




•
 
a touristy shopping street.



















tourmaline

 
/ˈto͝ormələn ˈto͝orməˌlēn/





I.
 
noun




a typically black or blackish mineral that occurs as prismatic crystals in granitic and other rocks. It consists of a boron aluminosilicate and has pyroelectric and piezoelectric properties.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, based on Sinhalese 
tōramalli

 ‘carnelian.’





tournament

 
/ˈtərnəmənt ˈto͝ornəmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in a sport or game) a series of contests between a number of competitors, who compete for an overall prize.




2.
 
(in the Middle Ages) a sporting event in which two knights (or two groups of knights) jousted on horseback with blunted weapons, each trying to knock the other off, the winner receiving a prize.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Anglo-Norman French variants of Old French 
torneiement

 , from 
torneier

 ‘take part in a tourney’ (see tourney
 ).





tournedos

 
/ˈto͝ornəˌdō/





I.
 
noun




a small round thick cut from a fillet of beef.











– origin

 French, from 
tourner

 ‘to turn’ + 
dos

 ‘back.’






tourney

 
/ˈtərnē/





I.
 
noun




a tournament.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in a tournament.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tornei

 (noun), 
torneier

 (verb), based on Latin 
tornus

 ‘a turn.’





tourniquet

 
/ˈtərnəkət/





I.
 
noun




a device for stopping the flow of blood through a vein or artery, typically by compressing a limb with a cord or tight bandage.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, probably from Old French 
tournicle

 ‘coat of mail,’ influenced by 
tourner

 ‘to turn.’





tour operator

 
/ˈto͝o(ə)r ˈäpəˌrādər/






noun




a travel agent specializing in package vacations.













Tours

 
/to͝or ˈto͝oərz/






an industrial city in western central France, on the Loire River; pop. 140,252 (2006).









tourtière

 
/to͝orˈtyer/





I.
 
noun




a kind of meat pie traditionally eaten at Christmas in Canada.











– origin

 French.






tousle

 
/ˈtouzəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
tousled

 )


1.
 
make (something, especially a person's hair) untidy




•
 
Nathan's tousled head appeared in the hatchway.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘handle roughly or rudely’): frequentative of dialect 
touse

 ‘handle roughly,’ of Germanic origin and related to German 
zausen

 . Compare with tussle
 .





Toussaint L'Ouverture

 
/to͞oˌsän ˌlo͞overˈto͞or/






(
c.

 1743–1803), Haitian revolutionary leader; full name 
François Dominique Toussaint

 . One of the leaders of a rebellion that emancipated the island's slaves in 1791, he was appointed governor general in 1797 by the revolutionary government of France. In 1802, Napoleon, wishing to restore slavery, took over the island and Toussaint died in prison in France.









tout1


 
/tout/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attempt to sell (something), typically by pestering people in an aggressive or bold manner




•
 
Jim was touting his wares.










2.
 
attempt to persuade people of the merits of (someone or something)




•
 
the headquarters facility was 
touted as

 the best in the country.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 scalp (a ticket).




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 offer racing tips for a share of any resulting winnings.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 spy out the movements and condition of (a racehorse in training) in order to gain information to be used when betting.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person soliciting custom or business, typically in an aggressive or bold manner.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a person who buys tickets for an event to resell them at a profit; a scalper.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person who offers racing tips for a share of any resulting winnings.




4.
 


(N. Irish)

 
(Scottish)

 
‹informal›

 an informer.








III.
 
derivatives





touter






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
tute

 ‘look out,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tuit

 ‘spout, nozzle.’ Later senses were ‘watch, spy on’ (late 17th cent.) and ‘solicit business’ (mid 18th cent). The noun was first recorded (early 18th cent.) in the slang use ‘thieves' lookout.’





tout2


 
/to͞o/





I.
 
determiner

 — (often 
le tout

 )


1.
 
used before the name of a city to refer to its high society or people of importance




•
 
le tout Washington adored him.

















– origin

 French, suggested by 
le tout Paris

 ‘all (of) Paris,’ used to refer to Parisian high society.





tout court

 
/to͞o ˈko͞or/





I.
 
adverb




with no addition or qualification; simply




•
 
he saw it as an illusion, tout court.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘very short.’





tout de suite

 
/ˌto͞ot ˈswēt/





I.
 
adverb




immediately; at once




•
 
she left tout de suite.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘quite in sequence.’





tout le monde

 
/ˌto͞o lə ˈmônd/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
everyone




•
 
he shouted “Bon appetit, tout le monde!”

















– origin

 French.





tovarish

 
/təˈväriSH /

 
tovarich





I.
 
noun




(in the former Soviet Union) a comrade (often used as a form of address).











– origin

 from Russian 
tovarishch

 , from Turkic.






tow1


 
/tō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a motor vehicle or boat) pull (another vehicle or boat) along with a rope, chain, or tow bar.




2.
 
(of a person) pull (someone or something) along behind one




•
 
she saw Frank towing Nicky along by the hand.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of towing a vehicle or boat.




2.
 
a rope or line used to tow a vehicle or boat.








III.
 
phrases





in tow





a.
 
being towed by another vehicle or boat




•
 
his boat was taken in tow by a trawler.










b.
 
accompanying or following someone




•
 
trying to shop with three children in tow is no joke.


















IV.
 
derivatives





towable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
togian

 ‘draw, drag,’ of Germanic origin; related to tug
 . The noun dates from the early 17th cent.





tow2


 
/tō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the coarse and broken part of flax or hemp prepared for spinning.




2.
 
a bundle of untwisted natural or man-made fibers.








II.
 
derivatives





towy

 
/tōē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English (recorded in 
towcræft

 ‘spinning’), of Germanic origin.





TOW

 
/tō/






abbreviation




tube-launched, optically tracked, wire-guided (missile).













towage

 
/ˈtōij/






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — the action or process of towing.




2.
 
a charge for towing a boat or vehicle.













toward

 
/tôrd t(ə)ˈwôrd/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in the direction of




•
 
I walked toward the front door.










2.
 
getting closer to achieving (a goal)




•
 
an irresistible move toward freedom.










3.
 
close or closer to (a particular time)




•
 
toward the end of April.










4.
 
as regards; in relation to




•
 
he was warm and tender toward her




•
 
our attitude toward death.










5.
 
contributing to the cost of (something)




•
 
the council provided a grant toward the cost of new buses.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 going on; in progress




•
 
is something new toward?

















– origin

 Old English 
tōweard

 (see to
 , -ward
 ).





tow bar

 
/ˈtō ˌbär/






noun




a bar fitted to the back of a vehicle, used in towing a trailer.













tow-colored

 
/tōˈkələrd/






adjective




(of hair) very light blond.













towel

 
/ˈtou(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a piece of thick absorbent cloth or paper used for drying oneself or wiping things dry.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wipe or dry (a person or thing) with a towel


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
she 
toweled

 her hair 
dry






•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
quickly we'd 
towel off

 and dress for dinner.














III.
 
phrases





throw in the towel






see throw
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
toaille

 , of Germanic origin. The verb, originally meaning ‘beat or thrash,’ dates from the early 18th cent. The sense ‘wipe with a towel’ arose in the mid 19th cent.





towelette

 
/ˌtou(ə)ˈlet/






noun




a disposable cloth treated with a cleansing agent, typically supplied in an individual sealed package.













towelhead

 
/ˈtou(ə)lˌhed/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a person who wears a turban or a kaffiyeh.













toweling

 
/ˈtou(ə)liNG /

 


‹Brit.›

 towelling






noun




thick absorbent cloth, typically cotton with uncut loops, used for towels and robes.













tower

 
/ˈtou(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall narrow building, either freestanding or forming part of a building such as a church or castle.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a tall structure that houses machinery, operators, etc.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a tall structure used as a receptacle or for storage




•
 
a CD tower.










4.
 
a tall pile or mass of something




•
 


a

 titanic 
tower of

 garbage.










5.
 
(
the Tower

 )
 — see Tower of London
 .




6.
 
a place of defense; a protection.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rise to or reach a great height




•
 
he seemed to 
tower over

 everyone else.










2.
 
(of a bird) soar to a great height, especially (of a falcon) so as to be able to swoop down on the quarry.








III.
 
phrases





tower of strength






see strength
 .












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
towered

 
/ˈtourd /






adjective






‹chiefly literary›















2.
 
towery






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
torr

 , reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
tour

 , from Latin 
turris

 , from Greek.





towering

 
/ˈtou(ə)riNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
extremely tall, especially in comparison with the surroundings




•
 
Hari looked up at the towering buildings.










2.
 
of exceptional importance or influence




•
 
a majestic, towering album.










3.
 
of great intensity




•
 
his towering anger.




















Tower of Babel

 
/ˌtou(ə)r əv ˈbāb(ə)l ˌtou(ə)r əv ˈbab(ə)l/





I.
 
(in the Bible) a tower built in an attempt to reach heaven, which God frustrated by confusing the languages of its builders so that they could not understand one another (Genesis 11:1–9).







– origin

 
Babel

 from Hebrew 
Bāḇel

 ‘Babylon,’ from Akkadian 
bāb ili

 ‘gate of god.’






Tower of London

 
the Tower






a fortress by the Thames River just east of the City of London. The oldest part, the White Tower, was begun in 1078. It was later used as a state prison, and is now open to the public as a repository of ancient armor and weapons, and of the Crown jewels.









towhead

 
/ˈtōˌhed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a head of tow-colored or very blond hair.




2.
 
a person with very blond hair.








II.
 
derivatives





towheaded

 
/ˈtōˌhedəd /






adjective





















towhee

 
/ˈtōˌhē, ˈtou-/





I.
 
noun




a North American songbird of the bunting family, typically with brownish plumage but sometimes black and rufous.

[Genus 
Pipilo

 (and 
Chlorurus

 ), family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ): several species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: imitative of the call of 
Pipilo erythrophthalmus

 .






towline

 
/ˈtōˌlīn/






noun




a rope, cable, or other line used in towing.














town

 
/toun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an urban area that has a name, defined boundaries, and local government, and that is generally larger than a village and smaller than a city.




2.
 
the particular town under consideration, especially one's own town




•
 
Carson was 
in town

 .










3.
 
the central part of a neighborhood, with its business or shopping area




•
 
Rachel left to drive back 
into town

 .










4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 the chief city or town of a region




•
 
he has moved 
to town

 .










5.
 
a densely populated area, especially as contrasted with the country or suburbs




•
 
the cultural differences between town and country.










6.
 
the permanent residents of a college town as distinct from the members of the college




•
 
a rift between the city's 
town and gown

 that resulted in a petition to the college.







Often contrasted with gown
 .




7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for township
 (
sense

 3).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go to town








‹informal›

 do something thoroughly, enthusiastically, or extravagantly




•
 
I thought I'd 
go to town on

 the redecoration.















2.
 
on the town








‹informal›

 enjoying the entertainments, especially the nightlife, of a city or town




•
 
a lot of guys out for 
a night on the town

 .


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
townish






adjective













2.
 
townlet

 
/ˈtounlət /






noun













3.
 
townward

 
/-wərd /






adjective, adverb













4.
 
townwards

 
/-wərdz /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
tūn

 ‘enclosed piece of land, homestead, village,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
tuin

 ‘garden’ and German 
Zaun

 ‘fence.’





town car






noun






(US)

 a limousine.













town center






noun




the central part or main business and commercial area of a town




•
 
parking charges in the town center are putting people off shopping.



















town clerk

 
/ˌtoun ˈklərk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a public official in charge of the records of a town.













town council

 
/toun ˈkounsəl/





I.
 
noun




an elected governing body in a town.








II.
 
derivatives





town councilor






noun






















town crier

 
/ˈˌtoun ˈkrī(ə)r/






noun






‹historical›

 a person employed to make public announcements in the streets or marketplace of a town.













Townes, Charles Hard

 
/tounz/






(1915–2015), US physicist. His development of microwave oscillators and amplifiers led to his invention of the maser in 1954. He later showed that an optical maser (a laser) was possible. He shared the 1964 Nobel Prize for Physics with Nicolay Basov (1922–2001) and Aleksandr Prokhorov (1916–2002).









town hall

 
/ˈˌtoun ˈhôl/






noun




a building used for the administration of local government.













townhome

 
/ˈtounˌhōm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a multi-story house in a modern housing development which is attached to one or more similar houses by shared walls




•
 
three-story townhomes are becoming quite popular as single-family residences.



















townhouse

 
/ˈtounˌhous /

 
town house






noun



1.
 
a tall, narrow, traditional row house, generally having three or more floors.




2.
 
a multi-story house in a modern housing development which is attached to one or more similar houses by shared walls.




3.
 
a house in a town or city belonging to someone who has another property in the country.













townie

 
/ˈtounē /

 

‹informal›


 
towny





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who lives in a town (used especially with reference to their supposed lack of familiarity with rural affairs).




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a resident in a college town, rather than a student




•
 
any differences there might have been between townies and students.














II.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of a town




•
 
the bar's got a great vibe, not too snobby and not too towny




•
 
all the usual towny stuff is at the bottom of the hill.



















town major






noun






‹historical›

 the chief executive officer in a garrison town or fortress.













town meeting

 
/ˌtoun ˈmēdiNG/






noun






(US)

 a meeting of the voters of a town for the transaction of public business.













Town 'n' Country






a residential community in western Florida, northwest of Tampa; pop. 72,523 (2000).










town planning

 
/toun planiNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for city planning
 .








II.
 
derivatives





town planner






noun





















townscape

 
/ˈtounˌskāp/






noun



1.
 
the visual appearance of a town or urban area; an urban landscape




•
 
the building's contribution to the townscape




•
 
an industrial townscape.










2.
 
a picture of a town.













townsfolk

 
/ˈtounzˌfōk/






plural noun




another term for townspeople
 .













township

 
/ˈtounˌSHip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a division of a county with some corporate powers.




2.
 
a district six miles square.




3.
 
(in South Africa) a suburb or city of predominantly black occupation, formerly officially designated for black occupation by apartheid legislation.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a manor or parish as a territorial division.




5.
 
a small town or village forming part of a large parish.











– origin

 Old English 
tūnscipe

 ‘the inhabitants of a village’ (see town
 , -ship
 ).





townsite

 
/ˈtounsīt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tract of land set apart by legal authority to be occupied by a town and usually surveyed and laid out with streets.













townsman

 
/ˈtounzmən/






noun




a male resident of a particular town or city.














townspeople

 
/ˈtounzˌpēpəl /

 
townsfolk






plural noun




the people living in a particular town or city.













Townsville

 
/ˈtounzvil/






an industrial port and resort on the coast of Queensland, in northeastern Australia; pop. 175,542 (2008).









townswoman

 
/ˈtounzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female resident of a particular town or city.













towpath

 
/ˈtōˌpaTH/






noun




a path beside a river or canal, originally used as a pathway for horses towing barges.













towplane

 
/ˈtōplān/






noun




an aircraft that tows gliders.













tow rope

 
/tō rōp/






noun




another term for towline
 .













Towson

 
/ˈtousən/






a suburban community in northern Maryland, north of Baltimore; pop. 51,793 (2000).









tow truck

 
/ˈtō ˌtrək/






noun




a truck used to tow or pick up damaged or disabled vehicles.













toxaphene

 
/ˈtäksəˌfēn/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic amber waxy solid with an odor of chlorine and camphor, used as an insecticide. It is a chlorinated terpene.











– origin

 1940s: from toxin
 + 
(cam)phene

 , a related terpene.





toxemia

 
/täkˈsēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 toxaemia





I.
 
noun



1.
 
blood poisoning by toxins from a local bacterial infection.




2.
 
(also 
toxemia of pregnancy

 )
 — another term for preeclampsia
 .








II.
 
derivatives





toxemic

 
/täkˈsēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from toxi-
 + -emia
 .






toxi-






combining form




representing toxic
 or toxin
 .














toxic

 
/ˈtäksik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
poisonous




•
 
the dumping of toxic waste




•
 
alcohol is toxic to the ovaries.










2.
 
relating to or caused by poison




•
 
toxic hazards




•
 
toxic liver injury.










3.
 
very bad, unpleasant, or harmful




•
 
a toxic relationship.










4.
 


[Finance]

 denoting or relating to debt that has a high risk of default.




5.
 
denoting securities that are based on toxic debt and for which there is not a healthy or functioning market




•
 
the financial system has become clogged with toxic assets.














II.
 
noun

 — (
toxics

 )


1.
 
poisonous substances.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toxically

 
/ˈtäksək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
toxicity

 
/täkˈsisədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
toxicus

 ‘poisoned,’ from Latin 
toxicum

 ‘poison,’ from Greek 
toxikon (pharmakon

 ) ‘(poison for) arrows,’ from 
toxon

 ‘bow.’





toxicant

 
/ˈtäksəkənt/





I.
 
noun




a toxic substance introduced into the environment, e.g., a pesticide.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: variant of intoxicant
 , differentiated in sense.





toxico-





I.
 
combining form




equivalent to toxi-
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
toxicon

 ‘poison.’





toxicology

 
/ˌtäksəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science concerned with the nature, effects, and detection of poisons.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
toxicologic

 
/-kəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
toxicological

 
/ˌtäksəkəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
toxicologically






adverb













4.
 
toxicologist

 
/ˌtäksəˈkäləjəst /






noun





















toxic shock syndrome

 
/ˈtäksik ˈSHäk ˈsinˌdrōm /

 
TSS






noun




acute septicemia in women, typically caused by bacterial infection from a retained tampon or IUD.













toxidrome

 
/ˈtäksəˌdrōm/






noun




a group of signs and symptoms constituting the basis for a diagnosis of poisoning.













toxify

 
/ˈtäksəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause or allow a toxic substance to enter (water, the air, etc.)




•
 
the process toxifies large amounts of water and requires large amounts of electricity.










2.
 
have a damaging effect on




•
 
he claimed he was the victim of a deliberate attempt to toxify the Conservative Party.














II.
 
derivatives





toxification

 
/ˌtäksəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















toxigenic

 
/ˌtäksiˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a bacterium) producing a toxin or toxic effect.








II.
 
derivatives





toxigenicity

 
/-jəˈnisitē /






noun






















toxin

 
/ˈtäksən/





I.
 
noun




an antigenic poison or venom of plant or animal origin, especially one produced by or derived from microorganisms and causing disease when present at low concentration in the body.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from toxic
 + -in
 1
 .






toxo-






combining form




equivalent to toxi-
 .













toxocara

 
/ˌtäksəˈkerə/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic nematode worm, especially a common worm of dogs or cats that is transmissible to humans.

[Genus 
Toxocara

 , class 
Phasmida

 , in particular 
T. canis

 (in dogs) and 
T. cati

 (in cats).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from toxo-
 (see toxi-
 ) + Greek 
kara

 ‘head.’





toxocariasis

 
/ˌtäksəkəˈrīəsəs/






noun




infection of a human with the larvae of toxocara worms, causing illness and a risk of blindness from cyst formation in the eye.













toxoid

 
/ˈtäksoid/






noun






[Medicine]

 a chemically modified toxin from a pathogenic microorganism, which is no longer toxic but is still antigenic and can be used as a vaccine.













toxophilite

 
/täkˈsäfəˌlīt /

 

‹rare›






I.
 
noun




a student or lover of archery.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to archers and archery.








III.
 
derivatives





toxophily

 
/-ˈsäfəlē /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
Toxophilus

 (a name invented by Ascham, used as the title of his treatise on archery (1545), from Greek 
toxon

 ‘bow’ + 
-philos

 ‘loving’) + -ite
 1
 .





toxoplasma

 
/ˌtäksəˈplazmə/






noun




a parasitic spore-forming protozoan that can sometimes cause disease in humans.

[Genus 
Toxoplasma

 , phylum 
Sporozoa

 , in particular 
T. gondii

 .]













toxoplasmosis

 
/ˌtäksōplazˈmōsəs/






noun




a disease caused by toxoplasmas, transmitted chiefly through undercooked meat, or in soil or cat feces. Symptoms generally pass unremarked in adults, but infection can be dangerous to unborn children.













toy

 
/toi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an object for a child to play with, typically a model or miniature replica of something


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a toy car.










2.
 
an object, especially a gadget or machine, regarded as providing amusement for an adult




•
 
in 1914 the car was still a rich man's toy.










3.
 
a person treated by another as a source of pleasure or amusement rather than with due seriousness




•
 
a man needed a friend, an ally, not an idol or a toy.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a diminutive breed or variety of dog




•
 
a toy poodle.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





toy with





a.
 
consider (an idea, movement, or proposal) casually or indecisively.




b.
 
treat (someone) without due seriousness, especially in a superficially amorous way.




c.
 
move or handle (an object) absentmindedly or nervously.




d.
 
eat or drink in an unenthusiastic or restrained way.












III.
 
derivatives





toylike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin. The word originally denoted a funny story or remark, later an antic or trick, or a frivolous entertainment. The verb dates from the early 16th cent.





toybook

 
/ˈtoibo͝ok/






noun




a children's book with features that enable it to be played with as well as read.













toy boy

 
/toi boi/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a male lover who is much younger than his partner.













Toynbee, Arnold1


 
/ˈtoinbē/






(1852–83), English economist and social reformer. He taught both undergraduates and workers' adult education classes in Oxford and worked with the poor in London. He is best known for his pioneering work 
The Industrial Revolution

 (1884).









Toynbee, Arnold2







(1889–1975), English historian; full name 
Arnold Joseph Toynbee

 . He is best known for his twelve-volume 
Study of History

 (1934–61), in which he traced the pattern of growth, maturity, and decay of different civilizations. He was the nephew of the economist Arnold Toynbee.









toyon

 
/ˈtoiän/





I.
 
noun




an evergreen Californian shrub of the rose family, the fruiting branches of which are used for Christmas decorations.

[
Heteromeles arbutifolia

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Mexican Spanish 
tollón

 .





toy poodle






noun




a poodle of a very small breed




•
 
animal lovers donated $16,730 to help Bobo, a toy poodle that needed expensive surgery to save his leg.



















TP





I.
 
noun




toilet paper




•
 
always keep an extra roll of TP around.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (trees, buildings, etc.) with toilet paper as a prank




•
 
sometimes at Halloween, the boys from my neighborhood TP'd a tree or two.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation of toilet paper
 .





tp.






abbreviation



1.
 
township.




2.
 
troop.













t.p.






abbreviation



1.
 
title page.




2.
 
(in surveying) turning point.













TPA






abbreviation




tissue plasminogen activator.













tpk.






abbreviation




turnpike.













TPS

 
3PS






noun




short for third-person shooter
 :




•
 
has anyone tried playing a TPS on a touchscreen?



















TPV






abbreviation




thermophotovoltaic.













TQM






abbreviation




Total Quality Management.













tr.






abbreviation



1.
 
tare.




2.
 
tincture.




3.
 
trace.




4.
 
train.




5.
 
transaction.




6.
 
transitive.




7.
 
translated.




8.
 
translation.




9.
 
translator.




10.
 
transpose.




11.
 
transposition.




12.
 
treasurer.




13.
 


[Music]

 trill.




14.
 
troop.




15.
 
trust.




16.
 
trustee.













trabeation

 
/ˌtrābēˈāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the use of beams in architectural construction, rather than arches or vaulting.








II.
 
derivatives





trabeated

 
/ˈtrābēādəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a horizontal beam): formed irregularly from Latin 
trabs

 , 
trab-

 ‘beam, timber’ + -ation
 .





trabecula

 
/trəˈbekyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 each of a series or group of partitions formed by bands or columns of connective tissue, especially a plate of the calcareous tissue forming cancellous bone.




2.
 


[Botany]

 any of a number of rodlike structures in plants, e.g., a strand of sterile tissue dividing the cavity in a sporangium.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trabecular






adjective













2.
 
trabeculate

 
/-lit /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
trabs

 ‘beam, timber.’






Trâblous






Arabic name for Tripoli
 (
sense

 2).










Trabzon

 
/trabˈzän/






a port on the Black Sea in northern Turkey; pop. 228,800 (est. 2007).

Also called Trebizond
 .









trace1


 
/trās/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find or discover by investigation




•
 
police are trying to trace a white van seen in the area.










2.
 
find or describe the origin or development of




•
 
Bob's book traces his flying career with the Marines.










3.
 
follow or mark the course or position of (something) with one's eye, mind, or finger




•
 
through the binoculars, I traced the path I had taken the night before.










4.
 
take (a particular path or route)




•
 
a tear traced a lonely path down her cheek.










5.
 
copy (a drawing, map, or design) by drawing over its lines on a superimposed piece of transparent paper.




6.
 
draw (a pattern or line), especially with one's finger or toe.




7.
 
give an outline of




•
 
the article 
traces out

 some of the connections between education, qualifications, and the labor market.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark, object, or other indication of the existence or passing of something




•
 
remove all traces of the old adhesive




•
 
the aircraft disappeared without trace.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(W. Indian)

 a beaten path or small road; a track.




3.
 
a physical change in the brain presumed to be caused by a process of learning or memory.




4.
 
a procedure to investigate the source of something, such as the place from which a telephone call was made, or the origin of an error in a computer program.




5.
 
a very small quantity, especially one too small to be accurately measured




•
 
his body contained traces of amphetamines




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
trace quantities of PCBs.










6.
 
a slight indication or barely discernible hint of something




•
 
just a trace of a smile.










7.
 
a line or pattern displayed by an instrument using a moving pen or a luminous spot on a screen to show the existence or nature of something that is being investigated.




8.
 
a line that represents the projection of a curve or surface on a plane or the intersection of a curve or surface with a plane.




9.
 


[Mathematics]

 the sum of the elements in the principle diagonal of a square matrix.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
traceability

 
/ˌtrāsəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
traceable

 
/ˈtrāsəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
traceless

 
/ˈtrāsləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (first recorded as a noun in the sense ‘path that someone or something takes’): from Old French 
trace

 (noun), 
tracier

 (verb), based on Latin 
tractus

 (see tract
 1
 ).





trace2


 
/trās/





I.
 
noun




each of the two side straps, chains, or ropes by which a horse is attached to a vehicle that it is pulling.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a pair of traces): from Old French 
trais

 , plural of 
trait

 (see trait
 ).





trace element

 
/trās ˈeləmənt/






noun



1.
 
a chemical element present only in minute amounts in a particular sample or environment.




2.
 
a chemical element required only in minute amounts by living organisms for normal growth.













trace fossil






noun






[Geology]

 a fossil of a footprint, trail, burrow, or other trace of an animal rather than of the animal itself.













trace mineral






noun




a trace element required for nutrition




•
 
selenium and other trace minerals are vital to good health.



















tracer

 
/ˈtrāsər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that traces something or by which something may be traced, in particular




2.
 
a bullet or shell whose course is made visible in flight by a trail of flames or smoke, used to assist in aiming.




3.
 
a substance introduced into a biological organism or other system so that its subsequent distribution can be readily followed from its color, fluorescence, radioactivity, or other distinctive property.




4.
 
a device that transmits a signal and so can be located when attached to a moving vehicle or other object.













tracery

 
/ˈtrās(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 ornamental stone openwork, typically in the upper part of a Gothic window.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 a delicate branching pattern




•
 
a tracery of red veins.














II.
 
derivatives





traceried






adjective





















traceur

 
/ˈtrāsər, träˈsər/





I.
 
noun




a person who takes part in the activity of parkour or free running.




•
 
railings, walls, stairs, benches, and concrete structures are all there to be conquered, say the traceurs.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: French, literally ‘tracer.’






trachea

 
/ˈtrākēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a large membranous tube reinforced by rings of cartilage, extending from the larynx to the bronchial tubes and conveying air to and from the lungs; the windpipe.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Entomology]

 each of a number of fine chitinous tubes in the body of an insect, conveying air directly to the tissues.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 any duct or vessel in a plant, providing support and conveying water and salts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tracheal

 
/trəˈkēəl /






adjective













2.
 
tracheate

 
/-it, -ˌāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin, from late Latin 
trachia

 , from Greek 
trakheia (artēria

 ) ‘rough (artery),’ from 
trakhus

 ‘rough.’





tracheid

 
/ˈtrākēid/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a type of water-conducting cell in the xylem that lacks perforations in the cell wall.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Tracheïde

 , from medieval Latin 
trachea

 (see trachea
 ).





tracheitis

 
/ˌtrākēˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the trachea, usually secondary to a nose or throat infection.













tracheo-






combining form




relating to the trachea




•
 
tracheotomy.



















tracheotomy

 
/ˌtrākēˈädəmē /

 
tracheostomy






noun






[Medicine]

 an incision in the windpipe made to relieve an obstruction to breathing.













trachoma

 
/trəˈkōmə/





I.
 
noun




a contagious bacterial infection of the eye in which there is inflamed granulation on the inner surface of the lids.

[The disease is caused by the chlamydial organism 
Chlamydia trachomatis

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





trachomatous

 
/-mətəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
trakhōma

 ‘roughness,’ from 
trakhus

 ‘rough.’





trachyte

 
/ˈtrakīt ˈtrāˌkīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a gray fine-grained volcanic rock consisting largely of alkali feldspar.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (denoting a volcanic rock with a rough or gritty surface): from Greek 
trakhus

 ‘rough’ or 
trakhutēs

 ‘roughness.’





trachytic

 
/trəˈkidik/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a rock texture (characteristic of trachyte) in which crystals show parallel alignment due to flow in the magma.













tracing

 
/ˈtrāsiNG/






noun



1.
 
a copy of a drawing, map, or design made by tracing it.




2.
 
a faint or delicate mark or pattern




•
 
tracings of apple blossoms against the deep greens of pines.










3.
 
another term for trace
 1
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).




4.
 


[Figure Skating]

 the marking out of a figure on the ice when skating.













tracing paper

 
/ˈtrāsiNG ˌpāpər/






noun




transparent paper used for tracing maps, drawings, or designs.














track1


 
/trak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough path or minor road, typically one beaten by use rather than constructed




•
 
follow the track to the farm




•
 
a forest track.










2.
 
a prepared course or circuit for athletes, horses, motor vehicles, bicycles, or dogs to race on




•
 
a Formula One Grand Prix track.










3.
 
the sport of running on a track.




4.
 
(usu. 
tracks

 )
 — a mark or line of marks left by a person, animal, or vehicle in passing




•
 
he followed the tracks made by the police cars in the snow.










5.
 
the course or route followed by someone or something (used especially in talking about their pursuit by others)




•
 
I didn't want the Russians 
on my track

 .










6.
 
a course of action; a way of proceeding




•
 
defense budgeting and procurement do not move along different tracks from defense policy as a whole.










7.
 
a continuous line of rails on a railroad.




8.
 
a metal or plastic strip or rail from which a curtain or spotlight may be hung or fitted.




9.
 
a continuous articulated metal band around the wheels of a heavy vehicle such as a tank or bulldozer, intended to facilitate movement over rough or soft ground.




10.
 


[Electronics]

 a continuous line of copper or other conductive material on a printed circuit board, used to connect parts of a circuit.




11.
 


[Sailing]

 a strip on the mast, boom, or deck of a yacht along which a slide attached to a sail can be moved, used to adjust the position of the sail.




12.
 
a recording of one song or piece of music




•
 
the CD contains early Elvis Presley tracks.










13.
 
a lengthwise strip of magnetic tape containing one sequence of signals.




14.
 
the soundtrack of a film or video.




15.
 
the transverse distance between a vehicle's wheels.




16.
 


(US)

 a group in which schoolchildren of the same age and ability are taught.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
follow the course or trail of (someone or something), typically in order to find them or note their location at various points




•
 
secondary radars that track the aircraft in flight




•
 
he tracked Anna to her room.










2.
 
follow and note the course or progress of




•
 
they are tracking the girth and evolution of stars.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — follow a particular course




•
 
the storm was tracking across the ground at 30 mph.










4.
 
(of a stylus) follow (a groove in a record).




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a film or television camera) move in relation to the subject being filmed




•
 
the camera eventually tracked away.







[with reference to early filming when a camera was mobile by means of a track.]




6.
 
(
track something up

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 leave a trail of dirty footprints on a surface.




7.
 
(
track something in

 )
 — leave a trail of dirt, debris, or snow from one's feet




•
 
the road salt I'd tracked in from the street.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of wheels) run so that the back ones are exactly in the track of the front ones.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Electronics]

 (of a tunable circuit or component) vary in frequency in the same way as another circuit or component, so that the frequency difference between them remains constant.




10.
 
assign (a student) to a course of study according to ability.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in one's tracks








‹informal›

 where one or something is at that moment; suddenly




•
 
Turner immediately 
stopped dead in his tracks

 .















2.
 
keep (or lose) track of






keep (or fail to keep) fully aware of or informed about




•
 
she had lost all track of time and had fallen asleep.















3.
 
make tracks (for)








‹informal›

 leave hurriedly (for a place).









4.
 
off the beaten track






see beaten
 .









5.
 
on the right (or wrong) track






acting or thinking in a way that is likely to result in success (or failure)




•
 
we are on the right track for continued growth.















6.
 
on track






acting or thinking in a way that is likely to achieve what is required




•
 
formulas for keeping the economy on track.















7.
 
the wrong (or right) side of the tracks








‹informal›

 a poor, less prestigious (or wealthy, prestigious) part of town.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
track someone/something down






find someone or something after a thorough or difficult search.









2.
 
track up






(of a horse at the trot) create sufficient impulsion in its hindquarters to cause the hind feet to step onto or slightly ahead of the former position of the forefeet.















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘trail, marks left behind’): the noun from Old French 
trac

 , perhaps from Low German or Dutch 
trek

 ‘drawing, pull’; the verb (current senses dating from the mid 16th cent.) from French 
traquer

 or directly from the noun.





track2


 
/trak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tow (a boat) along a waterway from the bank.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: apparently from Dutch 
trekken

 ‘to draw, pull, or travel.’ The change in the vowel was due to association with track
 1
 .





trackage

 
/ˈtrakij/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the tracks or lines of a railroad system collectively.













track and field






noun




athletic events that take place on a running track and a nearby field; track events and field events.













trackback

 
/ˈtrakˌbak/






noun




an automatic notification sent when a link has been created to a person's blog post from an external website, allowing a reciprocal link to that website to be created




•
 
we reserve the right to delete trackbacks.



















trackball

 
/ˈtrakˌbôl/






noun




a small ball set in a holder that can be rotated by hand to move a cursor on a computer screen.













trackbed

 
/ˈtrakbed/






noun




a roadbed for a railroad.













tracker

 
/ˈtrakər/






noun



1.
 
a person who tracks someone or something by following their trail.




2.
 
a device that follows and records the movements of someone or something




•
 
electronic trackers are now showing ornithologists where the birds go.










3.
 


[Music]

 a connecting rod in the mechanism of some organs.













tracker fund






noun






[Finance]

 a mutual fund whose holdings mirror the composition of a stock market index or group of indexes.














track events






plural noun




track-and-field contests that take place on a running track, as opposed to those involving throwing or other activities.

Compare with field events
 .













tracking

 
/ˈtrakiNG/






noun



1.
 


[Electronics]

 the maintenance of a constant difference in frequency between two or more connected circuits or components.




2.
 
the alignment of the wheels of a vehicle.




3.
 
the formation of a conducting path for an electric current over the surface of an insulating material.




4.
 


(US)

 the practice of putting schoolchildren in groups of the same age and ability to be taught together




•
 
Japan allows virtually no tracking or ability grouping before high school.



















tracking station

 
/ˈtrakiNG ˈstāSHən/






noun




a place from which the movements of missiles, aircraft, or satellites are tracked by radar or radio.













tracklayer

 
/ˈtrakˌlāər/






noun



1.
 
a tractor or other vehicle equipped with continuous tracks.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for trackman
 (
sense

 1).













trackless

 
/ˈtrakləs/






adjective



1.
 
(of land) having no paths or tracks on it




•
 
leading travelers into trackless wastelands.










2.
 


‹literary›

 not leaving a track or trace.




3.
 
(of a vehicle or component) not running on a track or tracks.













track lighting

 
/trak ˈlīdiNG/





I.
 
noun




a lighting system in which the lights are fitted on tracks, allowing variable positioning.








II.
 
derivatives





track lights






plural noun





















tracklist

 
/ˈtraklist /

 
tracklistinɡ






noun




a list of songs or pieces of music in the order in which they appear on a recording




•
 
the tracklist for the new album.



















trackman

 
/ˈtrakmən ˈtrakˌman/






noun



1.
 
a person employed in laying and maintaining railroad track.




2.
 
an athlete in track events.













trackpad

 
/ˈtrakˌpad/






noun




another term for touchpad
 .













track record

 
/ˈtrak ˌrekərd/






noun



1.
 
the best recorded performance in a particular track-and-field event at a particular track.




2.
 
the past achievements or performance of a person, organization, or product




•
 
he has an excellent track record as an author.



















track shoe

 
/trak SHo͞o/






noun




a running shoe.













trackside

 
/ˈtraksīd/






noun




the area alongside a railroad track or sports track.













track suit

 
/ˈtrakso͞ot/






noun




a loose, warm set of clothes consisting of a sweatshirt or light jacket and pants with an elastic or drawstring waist, worn when exercising or as casual wear.













trackway

 
/ˈtrakwā/






noun



1.
 
a path formed by the repeated treading of people or animals.




2.
 
an ancient roadway.














tract1


 
/trakt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area of indefinite extent, typically a large one




•
 
large tracts of natural forest.










2.
 


‹literary›

 an indefinitely large extent of something




•
 
the vast tracts of time required to account for the deposition of the strata.










3.
 
a major passage in the body, large bundle of nerve fibers, or other continuous elongated anatomical structure or region




•
 
the digestive tract.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘duration or course (of time)’): from Latin 
tractus

 ‘drawing, dragging,’ from 
trahere

 ‘draw, pull.’





tract2


 
/trakt/





I.
 
noun




a short treatise in pamphlet form, typically on a religious subject.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a written work treating a particular topic), apparently an abbreviation of Latin 
tractatus

 (see tractate
 ). The current sense dates from the early 19th cent.






tractable

 
/ˈtraktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) easy to control or influence




•
 
tractable dogs that have had some obedience training.










2.
 
(of a situation or problem) easy to deal with




•
 
trying to make the mathematics tractable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tractability

 
/ˌtraktəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
tractably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Latin 
tractabilis

 , from 
tractare

 ‘to handle’ (see tractate
 ).






Tractarianism

 
/ˌtrakˈterēənizəm/





I.
 
noun




another name for Oxford Movement
 .








II.
 
derivatives





Tractarian

 
/trakˈterēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
Tracts for the Times

 , the title of a series of pamphlets on theological topics started by J. H. Newman and published in Oxford 1833–41, which set out the doctrines on which the movement was based.






tractate

 
/ˈtraktāt/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a treatise.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
tractatus

 , from 
tractare

 ‘to handle,’ frequentative of 
trahere

 ‘draw.’





tract home

 
tract house






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a house forming part of a tract housing development.













tract housing






noun




a type of housing development in which groups of essentially identical houses are built on a tract of subdivided land.













traction

 
/ˈtrakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of drawing or pulling a thing over a surface, especially a road or track




•
 
a primitive vehicle used in animal traction.










2.
 
motive power provided for movement, especially on a railroad




•
 
the changeover to diesel and electric traction.










3.
 
locomotives collectively.




4.
 
the grip of a tire on a road or a wheel on a rail




•
 
his car hit a patch of ice and lost traction.










5.
 
the extent to which a product, idea, etc., gains popularity or acceptance




•
 
analysts predicted that the technology would rapidly 
gain traction

 in the corporate market.




•
 
if a film got a little traction, a wider release could be negotiated.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 the application of a sustained pull on a limb or muscle, especially in order to maintain the position of a fractured bone or to correct a deformity




•
 
his leg is 
in traction

 .

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting contraction, such as that of a muscle): from French, or from medieval Latin 
traction-

 , from Latin 
trahere

 ‘draw, pull.’ Current senses date from the early 19th cent.





traction engine

 
/ˈtrakSHən ˌenjən/






noun




a steam or diesel-powered road vehicle used (especially formerly) for pulling very heavy loads.













tractive

 
/ˈtraktiv/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting the power exerted in pulling, especially by a vehicle or other machine.














tractor

 
/ˈtraktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a powerful motor vehicle with large rear wheels, used chiefly on farms for hauling equipment and trailers.




2.
 
a short truck consisting of the driver's cab, designed to pull a large trailer.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the general sense ‘someone or something that pulls’): from Latin, from 
tract-

 ‘pulled,’ from the verb 
trahere

 .





tractor beam






noun




(in science fiction) a hypothetical beam of energy that can be used to move objects such as space ships or hold them stationary.














tractor-trailer

 
//






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a transport vehicle consisting of a semi-tractor and attached trailer.













tractotomy

 
/ˌtrakˈtädəmē/






noun




the surgical severing of nerve tracts especially in the medulla of the brain, typically to relieve intractable pain or mental illness, or in research.













tractrix

 
/ˈtraktriks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a curve whose tangents all intercept the 
x

 -axis at the same distance from the point of contact, being the involute of a catenary.




2.
 


[Geometry]

 one of a class of curves similarly traced by one end of a rigid rod, whose other end moves along a fixed line or curve.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: modern Latin, feminine of late Latin 
tractor

 ‘that which pulls’ (see tractor
 ).





Tracy

 
/ˈtrāsē/






a commercial and industrial city in north central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 79,196 (est. 2008).









Tracy, Spencer






(1900–67), US actor. He is particularly known for his screen partnership with Katharine Hepburn, with whom he costarred in movies such as 
Adam's Rib

 (1949) and 
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner?

 (1967). Other notable movies include 
Captains Courageous

 (1937) and 
Boys’ Town

 (1938).









trad

 
/trad /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




(especially of music) traditional




•
 
trad jazz.














II.
 
noun




traditional jazz or folk music.











– origin

 1950s: abbreviation.





trade

 
/trād/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of buying and selling goods and services




•
 
a move to ban all 
trade in

 ivory




•
 
a significant increase in foreign trade




•
 
the meat trade.










2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 the practice of making one's living in business, as opposed to in a profession or from unearned income




•
 
the aristocratic classes were contemptuous of those 
in trade

 .










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in sports) a transfer; an exchange




•
 
players can demand a trade after five years of service.










4.
 
a skilled job, typically one requiring manual skills and special training




•
 
the fundamentals of the construction trade




•
 
a carpenter by trade.










5.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the trade

 )
 — the people engaged in a particular area of business




•
 
in the trade this sort of computer is called “a client-based system.”










6.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (
the trade

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 people licensed to sell alcoholic drink.




7.
 


‹informal›

 a person in gay male sexual encounters who is not penetrated sexually and usually considers himself to be heterosexual.




8.
 
(usu. 
trades

 )
 — a trade wind




•
 
the north-east trades.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — buy and sell goods and services




•
 
middlemen 
trading in

 luxury goods.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — buy or sell (a particular item or product)




•
 
she has traded millions of dollars' worth of metals.










3.
 
(especially of shares or currency) be bought and sold at a specified price




•
 
the dollar was trading where it was in January.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — exchange (something) for something else, typically as a commercial transaction




•
 
they trade mud-shark livers for fish oil




•
 
the hostages were 
traded for

 arms.










5.
 
give and receive (something, typically insults or blows)




•
 
they traded a few punches.










6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 transfer (a player) to another club or team.








III.
 
phrases





trade places








(US)

 change places.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
trade down (or up)






sell something in order to buy something similar but less (or more) expensive.









2.
 
trade something in






exchange a used article in part payment for another




•
 
she 
traded in

 her Ford 
for

 a BMW.















3.
 
trade something off






exchange something of value, especially as part of a compromise




•
 
the government 
traded off

 economic advantages 
for

 political gains.















4.
 
trade on






take advantage of (something), especially in an unfair way




•
 
the government is trading on fears of inflation.


















V.
 
derivatives





tradable

 
/ˈtrādəb(ə)l /

 
tradeable






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Middle Low German, literally ‘track’; related to tread
 . Early senses included ‘course, way of life,’ which gave rise in the 16th cent. to ‘habitual practice of an occupation,’ ‘skilled handicraft.’ The current verb senses date from the late 16th cent.





trade book






noun




a book published by a commercial publisher and intended for general readership.














trade deficit

 
/ˌtrād ˈdefəsət/






noun




the amount by which the cost of a country's imports exceeds the value of its exports.













trade discount

 
/trād ˈdisˌkount ˌdisˈkount/






noun




a discount on the retail price of something allowed or agreed between traders or to a retailer by a wholesaler.













traded option






noun






[Finance]

 an option on a stock exchange or futures exchange which can itself be bought and sold.













trade edition






noun




an edition of a book intended for general sale rather than for book clubs or specialist suppliers.













trade gap

 
/ˈtrād ˌɡap/






noun




another term for trade deficit
 .













trade-in

 
/ˈtrād ˌin/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a used article accepted by a retailer in partial payment for another




•
 
the trade-in value of the old car.




















trade journal

 
trade magazine






noun




a periodical containing news and items of interest concerning a particular trade.













trade-last

 
/ˈtrādˌlast/






noun






(US)

 
‹dated›

 a compliment from a third person that is relayed to the person complimented in exchange for a similarly relayed compliment.













trademark

 
/ˈtrādˌmärk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a symbol, word, or words legally registered or established by use as representing a company or product.




2.
 
a distinctive characteristic or object




•
 
it had all the trademarks of a Mafia hit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
trademarked

 )


1.
 
provide with a trademark




•
 
they are counterfeiting trademarked goods.










2.
 
identify (a habit, quality, or way of life) as typical of someone




•
 
his trademarked grandiose style.



















trade name

 
/ˈtrād ˌnām/






noun



1.
 
a name that has the status of a trademark.




2.
 
a name by which something is known in a particular trade or profession.













trade-off

 
/ˈtrād ˌôf/






noun




a balance achieved between two desirable but incompatible features; a compromise




•
 
a trade-off between objectivity and relevance.



















trade paper






noun




another term for trade journal
 .













trader

 
/ˈtrādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who buys and sells goods, currency, or stocks.




2.
 
a merchant ship.














Tradescant, John

 
/trəˈdeskənt, ˈtradəˌskant/






(1570–1638), English botanist and horticulturalist. He was the earliest known collector of plants and other natural history specimens.









tradescantia

 
/ˌtradəˈskan(t)SH(ē)ə ˌtradəˈskan(t)ēə/





I.
 
noun




an American plant with triangular three-petaled flowers, especially a tender kind widely grown as a houseplant for its trailing, typically variegated, foliage.

Compare with spiderwort
 . [Genus 
Tradescantia

 , family 
Commelinaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named in honor of J. 
Tradescant

 (see Tradescant, John
 ).





trade secret

 
/trād ˈsēkrit/






noun




a secret device or technique used by a company in manufacturing its products.













trade show

 
trade fair






noun




an exhibition at which businesses in a particular industry promote their products and services




•
 
you've got to attend trade shows to find out what's new and unique in the business.



















tradesman

 
/ˈtrādzmən/






noun




a person engaged in trading or a trade, typically on a relatively small scale.













tradespeople

 
/ˈtrādzˌpēpəl/






plural noun




people engaged in trade.













tradesperson

 
/ˈtrādzˌpərsn/






noun




a person engaged in trading or a trade, typically on a relatively small scale




•
 
a reputable tradesperson.



















trade surplus






noun




the amount by which the value of a country's exports exceeds the cost of its imports.













tradeswoman

 
/ˈtrādzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman engaged in trading or a trade, typically on a relatively small scale




•
 
a wealthy tradeswoman.



















trade union

 
/ˈtrād ˌyo͞onyən /

 


‹Brit.›

 trades union






noun




another term for labor union
 .













trade-up






noun




a sale of an article in order to buy something similar but more expensive and of higher quality.













trade war

 
/trād wô(ə)r/






noun




a situation in which countries try to damage each other's trade, typically by the imposition of tariffs or quota restrictions.













trade wind

 
/ˈtrād wind/





I.
 
noun




a wind blowing steadily toward the equator from the northeast in the northern hemisphere or the southeast in the southern hemisphere, especially at sea. Two belts of trade winds encircle the earth, blowing from the tropical high-pressure belts to the low-pressure zone at the equator.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the phrase 
blow trade

 ‘blow steadily in the same direction.’ Because of the importance of these winds to navigation, 18th-cent. etymologists were led erroneously to connect the word 
trade

 with “commerce.”





tradie

 
/ˈtrādē/






noun






(Austral.)

 
‹informal›

 a tradesperson




•
 
thieves often target tradies' work vehicles for tools and other valuable equipment.



















trading

 
/ˈtrādiNG/






noun




the action of engaging in trade.













trading card

 
//






noun




one of a set of cards, such as those depicting professional athletes, that are collected and traded, especially by children.













trading floor






noun




an area within an exchange or a bank or securities house where dealers trade in stocks or other securities.













trading post

 
/ˈtrādiNG ˌpōst/






noun




a store or small settlement established for trading, typically in a remote place.













trading stamp

 
/ˈtrādiNG ˌstamp/






noun




a stamp given by some stores to a customer according to the amount spent, and exchangeable in the appropriate number for various articles.













tradition

 
/trəˈdiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation, or the fact of being passed on in this way




•
 
every shade of color is fixed 
by tradition

 and governed by religious laws.










2.
 
a long-established custom or belief that has been passed on in this way




•
 
Japan's unique cultural traditions.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an artistic or literary method or style established by an artist, writer, or movement, and subsequently followed by others




•
 
visionary works 
in the tradition of

 William Blake.










4.
 


[Theology]

 a doctrine believed to have divine authority though not in the scriptures, in particular




5.
 
(in Christianity) doctrine not explicit in the Bible but held to derive from the oral teaching of Jesus and the Apostles.




6.
 
(in Judaism) an ordinance of the oral law not in the Torah but held to have been given by God to Moses.




7.
 
(in Islam) a saying or act ascribed to the Prophet but not recorded in the Koran.

See Hadith
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
traditionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective













2.
 
traditionist

 
/-nist /






noun













3.
 
traditionless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tradicion

 , or from Latin 
traditio(n-)

 , from 
tradere

 ‘deliver, betray,’ from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
dare

 ‘give.’





traditional

 
/trəˈdiSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing in or as part of a tradition; long-established




•
 
the traditional festivities of the church year.










2.
 
produced, done, or used in accordance with tradition




•
 
a traditional fish soup.










3.
 
habitually done, used, or found




•
 
the traditional drinks in the clubhouse.










4.
 
(of a person or group) adhering to tradition, or to a particular tradition




•
 
traditional Elgarians.










5.
 
(of jazz) in the style of the early 20th century.








II.
 
derivatives





traditionally

 
/trəˈdiSHənlē trəˈdiSHnəlē /






adverb





















traditionalism

 
/trəˈdiSHənlˌizəm trəˈdiSHnəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upholding or maintenance of tradition, especially so as to resist change.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the theory that all moral and religious truth comes from divine revelation passed on by tradition, human reason being incapable of attaining it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
traditionalist

 
/trəˈdiSHənləst trəˈdiSHnələst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
traditionalistic

 
/trəˌdiSH(ə)n(ə)lˈistik /






adjective





















traduce

 
/trəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak badly of or tell lies about (someone) so as to damage their reputation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
traducement

 
/trəˈd(y)o͞osmənt /






noun













2.
 
traducer

 
/trəˈd(y)o͞osər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘transport, transmit’): from Latin 
traducere

 ‘lead in front of others, expose to ridicule,’ from 
trans-

 ‘over, across’ + 
ducere

 ‘to lead.’





Trafalgar, Battle of

 
/trəˈfalɡər/






a decisive naval battle fought on October 21, 1805, off the cape of Trafalgar on the south coast of Spain during the Napoleonic Wars. The British fleet under Horatio Nelson (who was killed in the action) defeated the combined fleets of France and Spain, which were attempting to clear the way for Napoleon's projected invasion of Britain.









traffic

 
/ˈtrafik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
vehicles moving on a road or public highway




•
 
a stream of heavy traffic.










2.
 
a large number of vehicles moving on a road




•
 
we were caught in traffic on the expressway.










3.
 
the movement of other forms of transportation or of pedestrians




•
 
managing the air traffic was a mammoth task.










4.
 
the transportation of goods or passengers




•
 
the increased use of railroads for goods traffic.










5.
 
the messages or signals transmitted through a communications system




•
 
data traffic between remote workstations.










6.
 
the action of dealing or trading in something illegal




•
 
the 
traffic in

 stolen cattle.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 dealings or communication between people.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deal or trade in something illegal




•
 
the government will vigorously pursue individuals who 
traffic in

 drugs.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trafficker

 
/ˈtrafikər /






noun













2.
 
trafficless






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting commercial transportation of merchandise or passengers): from French 
traffique

 , Spanish 
tráfico

 , or Italian 
traffico

 , of unknown origin. Sense 1 dates from the early 19th cent.





traffic calming





I.
 
noun




the deliberate slowing of traffic in residential areas by building speed bumps or other obstructions.











– origin

 1980s: translation of German 
Verkehrsberuhigung

 .






traffic circle

 
/ˈtrafik ˌsərkəl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a road junction at which traffic moves in one direction around a central island.













traffic island

 
/ˈtrafik ˈīlənd/






noun




a small raised area in the middle of a road that provides a safe place for pedestrians to stand and marks a division between two opposing streams of traffic.














traffic jam

 
/ˈtrafik ˌjam/






noun




a line of road traffic at or near a standstill because of road construction, an accident, or heavy congestion.














traffic light

 
/ˈtrafik ˌlīt /

 
traffic signal






noun




a set of automatically operated colored lights, typically red, amber, and green, for controlling traffic at road junctions and crosswalks.













traffic pattern

 
/ˈtrafik ˈpadərn/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a pattern in the air above an airport of permitted lanes for aircraft to follow after takeoff or prior to landing.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the characteristic distribution of traffic on a route




•
 
the filming had screwed up the traffic patterns in town.



















traffic sign






noun




a sign conveying information, an instruction, or a warning to drivers.













tragacanth

 
/ˈtrajəkanTH /

 
gum tragacanth





I.
 
noun




a white or reddish plant gum used in the food, textile, and pharmaceutical industries.

[This gum is obtained from plants of the genus 
Astragalus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 , in particular the Eurasian 
A. gummifer

 .]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
tragacante

 , via Latin from Greek 
tragakantha

 ‘goat's thorn,’ from 
tragos

 ‘goat’ (because it is browsed by goats) + 
akantha

 ‘thorn’ (referring to the shrub's spines).





tragedian

 
/trəˈjēdēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an actor who specializes in tragic roles.




2.
 
a writer of tragedies.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a writer of tragedies): from Old French 
tragediane

 , from 
tragedie

 (see tragedy
 ).





tragedienne

 
/trəˌjēdēˈen/





I.
 
noun




an actress who specializes in tragic roles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
tragédienne

 , feminine of 
tragédien

 .






tragedy

 
/ˈtrajədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event causing great suffering, destruction, and distress, such as a serious accident, crime, or natural catastrophe




•
 
a tragedy that killed 95 people




•
 
his life had been plagued by tragedy.










2.
 
a play dealing with tragic events and having an unhappy ending, especially one concerning the downfall of the main character.




3.
 
the dramatic genre represented by tragedy




•
 
Greek tragedy.







Compare with comedy
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tragedie

 , via Latin from Greek 
tragōidia

 , apparently from 
tragos

 ‘goat’ (the reason remains unexplained) + 
ōidē

 ‘song, ode.’ Compare with tragic
 .





traghetto

 
/trəˈɡedō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Venice) a landing place or jetty for gondolas.




2.
 
a gondola ferry.











– origin

 Italian.






tragic

 
/ˈtrajik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or characterized by extreme distress or sorrow




•
 
the shooting was a tragic accident.










2.
 
suffering extreme distress or sorrow




•
 
the tragic parents reached the end of their tether.










3.
 


‹informal›

 very bad or inadeqate




•
 
on the other hand, I like degenerate, tragic food




•
 
she wears tragic cardigans, usually done up the wrong way.










4.
 
of or relating to tragedy in a literary work.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tragical






adjective













2.
 
tragically

 
/ˈtrajək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
tragique

 , via Latin from Greek 
tragikos

 , from 
tragos

 ‘goat,’ but associated with 
tragōidia

 (see tragedy
 ).





tragic flaw






noun




less technical term for hamartia
 .













tragicomedy

 
/ˌtrajəˈkämədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a play or novel containing elements of both comedy and tragedy.




2.
 
tragicomedy as a genre.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tragicomic

 
/ˌtrajəˈkämik /






adjective













2.
 
tragicomically

 
/ˌtrajəˈkämək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
tragicomédie

 or Italian 
tragicomedia

 , based on Latin 
tragicocomoedia

 , from 
tragicus

 (see tragic
 ) + 
comoedia

 (see comedy
 ).





tragopan

 
/ˈtraɡəˌpan/





I.
 
noun




an Asian pheasant of highland forests, the male of which has brightly colored plumage used in courtship.

[Genus 
Tragopan

 , family 
Phasianidae

 : five species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek, the name of a horned bird, from 
tragos

 ‘goat’ + the name 
Pan

 (see Pan
 ).





tragus

 
/ˈtrāɡəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a prominence on the inner side of the external ear, in front of and partly closing the passage to the organs of hearing.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from late Latin, via Latin from Greek 
tragos

 ‘goat’ (with reference to the characteristic tuft of hair that is often present, likened to a goat's beard).





Traherne, Thomas

 
/trəˈhərn/






(1637–74), English religious writer and metaphysical poet. His major prose work 
Centuries

 (1699) was rediscovered in 1896 and republished as 
Centuries of Meditation

 (1908). It consists of brief meditations showing his joy in creation and in divine love and is noted for its description of his childhood.









trahison des clercs

 
/träˌēˌzôn dā ˈklār trāˌzän dā ˈklərk/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a betrayal of intellectual, artistic, or moral standards by writers, academics, or artists.











– origin

 French, literally ‘treason of the scholars,’ the title of a book by Julien Benda (1927).






trail

 
/trāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark or a series of signs or objects left behind by the passage of someone or something




•
 
a trail of blood on the grass.










2.
 
a track or scent used in following someone or hunting an animal




•
 
police followed his trail to Atlantic City.










3.
 
a part, typically long and thin, stretching behind or hanging down from someone or something




•
 
smoke trails




•
 
trails of ivy.










4.
 
a line of people or things following behind each other




•
 
a trail of ants.










5.
 
a beaten path through rough country such as a forest or moor.




6.
 
a route planned or followed for a particular purpose




•
 
a Democratic candidate on the campaign trail.










7.
 
(also 
ski trail

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a downhill ski run or cross-country ski route.




8.
 
short for trailer
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).




9.
 
the rear end of a gun carriage, resting or sliding on the ground when the gun is unlimbered.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — draw or be drawn along the ground or other surface behind someone or something


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Alex trailed a hand through the clear water




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her robe trailed along the ground.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (typically of a plant) grow or hang over the edge of something or along the ground




•
 
the roses grew wild, their stems trailing over the banks.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — follow (a person or animal), typically by using marks, signs, or scent left behind.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be losing to an opponent in a game or contest


[with 
complement

 ]


•
 
the Packers were trailing 10–6 at halftime.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk or move slowly or wearily




•
 
she trailed behind, whimpering at intervals.










6.
 
(of the voice or a speaker) fade gradually before stopping




•
 
her voice 
trailed away

 .










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — advertise (something, especially a film or program) in advance by broadcasting extracts or details.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply (slip) through a nozzle or spout to decorate ceramic ware.











– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
traillier

 ‘to tow,’ or Middle Low German 
treilen

 ‘haul (a boat),’ based on Latin 
tragula

 ‘dragnet,’ from 
trahere

 ‘to pull.’ Compare with trawl
 . The noun originally denoted the train of a robe, later generalized to denote something trailing.





trail bike

 
/ˈtrāl ˌbīk/






noun




a light motorcycle for use in rough terrain.













trailblazer

 
/ˈtrālˌblāzər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes a new track through wild country.




2.
 
a pioneer; an innovator




•
 
he was a trailblazer for many ideas that are now standard fare.














II.
 
derivatives





trailblazing

 
/ˈtrālˌblāziNG /






noun, adjective





















trail boss






noun






(US)

 a foreman in charge of a cattle drive.













trailer

 
/ˈtrālər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unpowered vehicle towed by another, in particular




2.
 
the rear section of a tractor-trailer.




3.
 
an open cart.




4.
 
a platform for transporting a boat.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an unpowered vehicle equipped for living in, typically used during vacations.




6.
 
an excerpt or series of excerpts from a movie or program used to advertise it in advance; a preview.




7.
 
a thing that trails, especially a trailing plant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
advertise (a movie or program) in advance by broadcasting excerpts or details.




2.
 
transport (something) by trailer.













trailer park

 
/ˈtrālər ˌpärk /

 
trailer court






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an area with special amenities where trailers are parked and used for recreation or as permanent homes.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
(US)

 lacking refinement, taste, or quality; coarse




•
 
her trailer-park bleached perm.



















trailer trash

 
//






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 poor lower-class white people typified as living in trailers.




•
 
their parenting style has moved the family from upper-middle-class suburban to trailer trash in one generation.



















trailer truck






noun






(US)

 a tractor-trailer.













trailhead

 
/ˈtrālˌhed/






noun




the place where a trail begins




•
 
we camped amid the pines at the trailhead.



















trailing arbutus






noun




see arbutus
 .













trailing edge






noun



1.
 
the rear edge of a moving body, especially an aircraft wing or propeller blade.




2.
 


[Electronics]

 the part of a pulse in which the amplitude diminishes.














trail mix






noun




a mixture of dried fruit and nuts eaten as a snack food, originally by hikers and campers.













train

 
/trān/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — teach (a person or animal) a particular skill or type of behavior through practice and instruction over a period of time




•
 
the plan trains people for promotion




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
the dogs are trained to sniff out illegal stowaways.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be taught through practice and instruction




•
 
he trained as a classicist.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
trained

 )
 — cause (a mental or physical faculty) to be sharp, discerning, or developed as a result of instruction or practice




•
 
an alert mind and trained eye give astute evaluations.










4.
 
cause (a plant) to grow in a particular direction or into a required shape




•
 
they trained roses over their houses.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — undertake a course of exercise and diet in order to reach or maintain a high level of physical fitness, typically in preparation for participating in a specific sport or event




•
 
she trains three times a week.










6.
 
cause to undertake a course of physical exercise




•
 
the horse was trained in Paris.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
train down

 )
 — reduce one's weight through diet and exercise in order to be fit for a particular event




•
 
he trained down to middleweight.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
train something on

 )
 — point or aim something, typically a gun or camera, at




•
 
the detective trained his gun on the side door.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 go by train




•
 
Charles trained to Chicago with Emily.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 entice (someone) by offering pleasure or a reward.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of railroad cars moved as a unit by a locomotive or by integral motors




•
 
a freight train




•
 
the journey took two hours 
by train

 .










2.
 
a succession of vehicles or pack animals traveling in the same direction




•
 
a camel train.










3.
 
a retinue of attendants accompanying an important person.




4.
 
a series of connected events




•
 
you may be setting in motion a train of events that will cause harm.










5.
 
a series of gears or other connected parts in machinery




•
 


a train of

 gears.










6.
 
a long piece of material attached to the back of a formal dress or robe that trails along the ground.




7.
 
a trail of gunpowder for firing an explosive charge.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in train






(of arrangements) well organized or in progress




•
 
an investigation is in train.















2.
 
in someone/something's train (or in the train of)





a.
 
following behind someone or something.




b.
 
as a sequel or consequence




•
 
unemployment brings great difficulties in its train.















3.
 
train of thought






the way in which someone reaches a conclusion; a line of reasoning




•
 
I failed to follow his train of thought.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trainability

 
/ˌtrānəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
trainable

 
/ˈtrānəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘delay’): from Old French 
train

 (masculine), 
traine

 (feminine), from 
trahiner

 (verb), from Latin 
trahere

 ‘pull, draw.’ Early noun senses were ‘trailing part of a robe’ and ‘retinue’; the latter gave rise to ‘line of traveling people or vehicles,’ later ‘a connected series of things.’ The early verb sense ‘cause (a plant) to grow in a desired shape’ was the basis of the sense ‘educate, instruct, teach.’





trainband

 
/ˈtrānband/






noun






‹historical›

 a division of civilian soldiers in London and other areas of England, in particular in the Stuart period.













trainee

 
/trāˈnē/





I.
 
noun




a person undergoing training for a particular job or profession.








II.
 
derivatives





traineeship

 
/ˌtrāˈnēˌSHip /






noun





















trainer

 
/ˈtrānər/






noun



1.
 
a person who trains people or animals.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an aircraft or simulator used to train pilots.




3.
 
a person whose job is to provide medical assistance to athletes.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a soft sports shoe suitable for casual wear.













training

 
/ˈtrāniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of teaching a person or animal a particular skill or type of behavior




•
 
in-service training for staff.










2.
 
the action of undertaking a course of exercise and diet in preparation for a sporting event




•
 
you'll have to 
go into

 strict 
training

 .














II.
 
phrases





in (or out of) training





a.
 
undergoing (or no longer undergoing) physical training for a sporting event.




b.
 
physically fit (or unfit) as a result of the amount of training one has undertaken.

















training ship

 
/ˈtrāniNG ˌSHip/






noun




a ship on which people are taught sailing and related skills.













training shoe

 
/ˈtrāniNG SHo͞o/






noun




a soft shoe designed to be used for athletic training.













training table






noun




a table in a dining hall where athletes in training are served specially prepared meals.













training wheels

 
/ˈtrāniNG (h)wēlz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pair of small supporting wheels fitted on either side of the rear wheel of a child's bicycle.













trainload

 
/ˈtrānlōd/






noun




a number of people or a quantity of a commodity transported by train.













trainman

 
/ˈtrānˌman/






noun




a railroad employee who works on trains.













train oil

 
/ˈtrān ˌoil/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 oil obtained from the blubber of a whale (and formerly of other sea creatures), especially the right whale.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from obsolete 
train

 ‘train-oil,’ from Middle Low German 
trän

 , Middle Dutch 
traen

 , literally ‘tear’ (because it was extracted in droplets).





train set

 
/ˈtrān ˌset/






noun



1.
 
a set of trains, tracks, and other things making up a child's model railroad.




2.
 
a set of railroad cars, often with a locomotive, coupled together for a particular service.













train shed

 
/trān SHed/






noun




a large structure providing a shelter over the tracks and platforms of a railroad station.













trainsick

 
/ˈtrānsik/






adjective




affected with nausea by the motion of a train.













train wreck






noun



1.
 
a collision or other accident involving a train




•
 
a relative was killed in the Humber river train wreck.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a chaotic or disastrous situation that holds a peculiar fascination for observers




•
 
his train wreck of a private life guaranteed front-page treatment.




















traipse

 
/trāps/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or move wearily or reluctantly




•
 
students had to traipse all over Washington to attend lectures.










2.
 
walk about casually or needlessly




•
 
there's people traipsing in and out all the time.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a tedious or tiring journey on foot.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a slovenly woman.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin. The noun (sense 2) is first recorded in the late 17th cent.






trait

 
/trāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a distinguishing quality or characteristic, typically one belonging to a person




•
 
he was a letter-of-the-law man, a common trait among coaches.










2.
 
a genetically determined characteristic.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, from Latin 
tractus

 ‘drawing, pulling’ (see tract
 1
 ). An early sense was ‘stroke of the pen or pencil in a picture,’ giving rise to the sense ‘a particular feature of mind or character’ (mid 18th cent).






traitor

 
/ˈtrādər/





I.
 
noun




a person who betrays a friend, country, principle, etc.




•
 
they see me as a traitor, a sellout to the enemy.














II.
 
phrases





turn traitor






betray a group or person




•
 
to think of a man like you turning traitor to his class.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
traitour

 , from Latin 
traditor

 , from 
tradere

 ‘hand over.’





traitorous

 
/ˈtrādərəs/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of a traitor; treacherous




•
 
when his traitorous actions were discovered, he was imprisoned.














II.
 
derivatives





traitorously

 
/ˈtrād(ə)rəslē /






adverb





















Trajan

 
/ˈtrājən/






(
c.

 53–117), Roman emperor 98–117; Latin name 
Marcus Ulpius Traianus

 . His reign is noted for the Dacian wars (101–106), which ended in the annexation of Dacia as a province.









trajectory

 
/trəˈjekt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the path followed by a projectile flying or an object moving under the action of given forces




•
 
the missile's trajectory was preset




•
 


‹figurative›

 the rapid upward trajectory of Rich's career.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 a curve or surface cutting a family of curves or surfaces at a constant angle.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
trajectoria

 (feminine), from Latin 
traject-

 ‘thrown across,’ from the verb 
traicere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
jacere

 ‘to throw.’





Trakehner

 
/trəˈkānər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a saddle horse of a light breed first developed at the Trakehnen stud farm near Kaliningrad in Russia.




2.
 
a type of fence used in horse trials, consisting of a ditch spanned by center rails.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German.





tra la

 
/trə ˈlä /

 
tra-la-la





I.
 
exclamation






‹chiefly ironic›

 expressing joy or gaiety




•
 
off to his life, kids, and wife, tra la.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative of a fanfare or of the refrain of a song.





Tralee

 
/trəˈlē/






a port on the southwestern coast of the Republic of Ireland, the county town of Kerry; pop. 20,288 (2006).









tram

 
/tram /

 
tramcar





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a trolley car.




2.
 
a cable car.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a low four-wheeled cart or barrow used in coal mines.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (
sense

 3): from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
trame

 ‘beam, barrow shaft.’ In the early 19th cent. the word denoted the parallel wheel tracks used in a mine, on which the public streetcar system was modeled; hence 
sense

 1 (late 19th cent.).






Traminer

 
/trəˈmēnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white wine grape grown chiefly in Germany and Alsace.




2.
 
a white wine with a perfumed bouquet made from the Traminer grape.











– origin

 named after the Italian village 
Termeno

 .





tramlines

 
/ˈtramˌlīnz/





I.
 
noun




a pair of parallel lines, in particular the long lines at the sides of a tennis court (enclosing the extra width used in doubles play) or at the sides or back of a badminton court.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the resemblance to the rails for a tram (trolley car).





trammel

 
/ˈtraməl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
trammels

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 a restriction or impediment to someone's freedom of action




•
 
we will forge our own future, free from the trammels of materialism.










2.
 
(also 
trammel net

 )
 — a set-net consisting of three layers of netting, designed so that a fish entering through one of the large-meshed outer sections will push part of the finer-meshed central section through the large meshes on the further side, forming a pocket in which the fish is trapped.




3.
 
an instrument consisting of a board with two grooves intersecting at right angles, in which the two ends of a beam compass can slide to draw an ellipse.

[early 18th cent.: so named because the motion of the beam is ‘restricted’ by the grooves.]




4.
 
a beam compass.




5.
 


(US)

 a hook in a fireplace for a kettle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of freedom of action




•
 
those less trammeled by convention than himself.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French 
tramail

 , from a medieval Latin variant of 
trimaculum

 , perhaps from Latin 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
macula

 ‘mesh.’






tramontana

 
/ˌträmənˈtänə/





I.
 
noun




a cold north wind blowing in Italy or the adjoining regions of the Adriatic and Mediterranean.











– origin

 Italian, ‘north wind, North Star’ (see tramontane
 ).






tramontane

 
/trəˈmäntān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 traveling to, situated on, or living on the other side of mountains.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
‹archaic›

 (especially from the Italian point of view) foreign; barbarous.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for tramontana
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who lives on the other side of mountains (used in particular by Italians to refer to people beyond the Alps).











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting the Pole Star): from Italian 
tramontana

 ‘North Star, north wind,’ 
tramontani

 ‘people living beyond the Alps,’ from Latin 
transmontanus

 ‘beyond the mountains,’ from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain.’






tramp

 
/tramp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk heavily or noisily




•
 
he tramped around the room.










2.
 
walk through or over a place wearily or reluctantly and for long distances




•
 
we have tramped miles over mountain and moorland.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — tread or stamp on




•
 
one of the few wines still tramped by foot.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who travels from place to place on foot in search of work or as a vagrant or beggar.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the sound of heavy steps, typically of several people




•
 
the tramp of marching feet.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a long walk, typically a tiring one




•
 
they start off on a tramp from Roxbury to New York.










4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a cargo vessel that carries goods among many different ports rather than sailing a fixed route




•
 
a tramp steamer.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a promiscuous woman.




6.
 
a metal plate protecting the sole of a boot.




7.
 
the top of the blade of a spade.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tramper






noun













2.
 
trampish






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): probably of Low German origin. The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.





trample

 
/ˈtrampəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tread on and crush




•
 
the fence had been trampled down




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
her dog 
trampled on

 his tulips.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
trample on/over

 )
 — treat with contempt




•
 
a drug-testing device that doesn't trample on employees' civil liberties.














II.
 
noun






‹literary›

 an act or the sound of trampling.








III.
 
derivatives





trampler

 
/ˈtramp(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘tread heavily’): frequentative of tramp
 .





trampoline

 
/ˈtrampəˌlēn/





I.
 
noun




a strong fabric sheet connected by springs to a frame, used as a springboard and landing area in doing acrobatic or gymnastic exercises.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
trampolining

 )


1.
 
do acrobatic or gymnastic exercises on a trampoline as a recreation or sport




•
 
his hobby is trampolining.










2.
 
leap or rebound from something with a springy base




•
 
she trampolined across the bed.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trampoliner






noun













2.
 
trampolinist

 
/ˈtrampəˌlēnəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
trampolino

 , from 
trampoli

 ‘stilts.’





tramp stamp






noun






‹informal›

 a tattoo on a woman's lower back.














tram road






noun






‹historical›

 a road with wooden, stone, or metal tracks for wheels, used by wagons in mining districts.













tramway

 
/ˈtramˌwā/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a set of rails that forms the route for a streetcar.




2.
 
a streetcar system.




3.
 
another term for cable car
 .




4.
 


‹historical›

 another term for tram road
 .














trance

 
/trans/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a half-conscious state characterized by an absence of response to external stimuli, typically as induced by hypnosis or entered by a medium




•
 
she put him into a light trance.










2.
 
a state of abstraction




•
 
the kind of trance he went into whenever illness was discussed.










3.
 
(also 
trance music

 )
 — a type of electronic dance music characterized by hypnotic rhythms and sounds.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 put into a trance




•
 
she's been tranced and may need waking.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trancedly

 
/ˈtranstlē, ˈtransid- /






adverb













2.
 
trancelike

 
/ˈtransˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally as a verb in the sense ‘be in a trance’): from Old French 
transir

 ‘depart, fall into trance,’ from Latin 
transire

 ‘go across.’





tranche

 
/tran(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a portion of something, especially money




•
 
they released the first 
tranche of

 the loan.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, literally ‘slice.’





trank

 
/traNGk /

 
tranq





I.
 
noun




informal term for tranquilizer
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tranked






adjective





















tranny

 
/ˈtranē /

 
trannie





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a transvestite.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 the transmission in a motor vehicle.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a photographic transparency.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a transistor radio.











– origin

 1960s: abbreviation.





tranquil

 
/ˈtraNGkwəl/





I.
 
adjective




free from disturbance; calm




•
 
her tranquil gaze




•
 
the sea was tranquil.














II.
 
derivatives





tranquilly

 
/ˈtraNGkwəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
tranquille

 or Latin 
tranquillus

 .





tranquility

 
/ˌtraNGˈkwilədē /

 
tranquillity






noun




the quality or state of being tranquil; calm




•
 
passing cars are the only noise that disturbs the tranquility of rural life.



















tranquilize

 
/ˈtraNGkwəˌlīz /

 


‹Brit.›

 tranquillize






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
tranquilizing

 )


1.
 
(of a drug) have a calming or sedative effect on




•
 
the majority regarded tranquilizing drugs as the chief therapeutic weapon.










2.
 
administer a tranquilizing drug to (a person or animal)




•
 
the stray elk was tranquilized and relocated.










3.
 


‹literary›

 make tranquil




•
 
joys that tranquilize the mind.




















tranquilizer

 
/ˈtraNGkwəˌlīzər /

 


‹Brit.›

 tranquillizer






noun




a medicinal drug taken to reduce tension or anxiety.














trans1


 
/tranz/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 denoting or relating to a molecular structure in which two particular atoms or groups lie on opposite sides of a given plane in the molecule, in particular denoting an isomer in which substituents at opposite ends of a carbon–carbon double bond are also on opposite sides of the bond




•
 
the trans isomer of stilbene.







Compare with cis
 1
 .











– origin

 independent usage of trans-
 .






trans2


 
/tranz/






adjective




short for transsexual
 or transgender
 .













trans.






abbreviation



1.
 
transaction; transactions.




2.
 
transfer.




3.
 
transferred.




4.
 
transformer.




5.
 
transit.




6.
 
transitive.




7.
 
translated.




8.
 
translation.




9.
 
translator.




10.
 
transparent.




11.
 
transportation.




12.
 
transpose.




13.
 
transverse.














trans-





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
across; beyond




•
 
transcontinental




•
 
transgress.










2.
 
on or to the other side of.




•
 
transatlantic




•
 
transalpine.










3.
 
through




•
 
transonic.










4.
 
into another state or place




•
 
transform




•
 
translate.










5.
 
surpassing; transcending




•
 
transfinite.










6.
 
referring or relating to people whose sense of personal identity does not correspond with the gender assigned to them at birth.




•
 
transgender




•
 
transphobia.










7.
 
(usu. 
trans-

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 denoting molecules with trans arrangements of substituents




•
 


trans

 -1,2-dichloroethylene.










8.
 


[Genetics]

 denoting alleles on different chromosomes.











– origin

 from Latin 
trans

 ‘across.’






transact

 
/tranˈsakt tranˈzakt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conduct or carry out (business).








II.
 
derivatives





transactor

 
/ˌtranˈzaktər ˌtran(t)ˈsaktər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
transact-

 ‘driven through,’ from the verb 
transigere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘through’ + 
agere

 ‘do, lead.’





transaction

 
/tranˈsakSH(ə)n tranˈzakSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of buying or selling something; a business deal




•
 
in an ordinary commercial transaction a delivery date is essential.










2.
 
the action of conducting business.




3.
 
an exchange or interaction between people




•
 
intellectual transactions in the classroom.










4.
 
(
transactions

 )
 — published reports of proceedings at the meetings of a learned society.




5.
 
an input message to a computer system that must be dealt with as a single unit of work.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transactional

 
/tranˈzakSHənl tran(t)ˈsakSHənl tran(t)ˈsakSHnəl tranˈzakSHnəl /






adjective













2.
 
transactionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in Roman law): from late Latin 
transactio(n-)

 , from 
transigere

 ‘drive through’ (see transact
 ).





transactional analysis

 
/tranˈzakSHənl tran(t)ˈsakSHənl tran(t)ˈsakSHnəl tranˈzakSHnəl əˈnaləsəs/






noun




a system of popular psychology based on the idea that one's behavior and social relationships reflect an interchange between parental (critical and nurturing), adult (rational), and childlike (intuitive and dependent) aspects of personality established early in life.













transactivation

 
/tranˌsaktəˈvāSHən, -ˌzakt-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 activation of a gene at one locus by the presence of a particular gene at another locus, typically following infection by a virus.













Trans-Alaska Pipeline

 
/ˌtranzəˌlaskə ˈpīplīn/






an oil pipeline that extends for 800 miles (1,300 km) from Prudhoe Bay on the North Slope of Alaska to Valdez on Prince William Sound.









transalpine

 
/ˌtranˈzalpīn ˌtran(t)ˈsalpīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, related to, or situated in the area beyond the Alps, in particular as viewed from Italy.

See also Gaul
 1
 .




2.
 
crossing the Alps




•
 
transalpine road freight.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
transalpinus

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
alpinus

 (see alpine
 ).





transaminase

 
/ˌtran(t)ˈsamənās ˌtranˈzaməˌnās tran(t)ˈsaməˌnāz tranˈzaməˌnāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes a particular transamination reaction.













transamination

 
/transˌaməˈnāSHən, tranz-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the transfer of an amino group from one molecule to another, especially from an amino acid to a keto acid.








II.
 
derivatives





transaminate

 
/-ˌnāt /






verb





















transatlantic

 
/ˌtransətˈlan(t)ik ˌtranzətˈlan(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
crossing the Atlantic




•
 
a transatlantic flight.










2.
 
concerning countries on both sides of the Atlantic




•
 
the transatlantic relationship.










3.
 
of, relating to, or situated on the other side of the Atlantic; British or European (from an American point of view).








II.
 
derivatives





transatlantically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















transaxle

 
/transˈaksəl, tranz-/






noun




an integral driving axle and differential gear in a motor vehicle.













transborder

 
/tranzˈbôrdər/






adjective




crossing or extending across a border between two countries




•
 
transborder trade




•
 
transborder regions.



















Trans-Canada Highway

 
/ˌtransˈkanədə, ˌtranz-/






a route, 4,860 miles (7,820 km) long, between Victoria in British Columbia and Saint John's in Newfoundland.









Transcaucasia

 
/ˌtranzˌkôˈkāZHə ˌtransˌkôˈkāZHə/






a region that lies to the south of the Caucasus Mountains, between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, and that comprises the present-day republics of Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. It was created as the Transcaucasian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic, a republic of the former Soviet Union, in 1922, but was broken up into its constituent republics in 1936.









Transcaucasian

 
/ˌtranzˌkôˈkāZH(ə)n ˌtransˌkôˈkāZH(ə)n/






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the region of Transcaucasia or its inhabitants




•
 
an attempt to establish a Transcaucasian republic.



















transceiver

 
/ˌtran(t)ˈsēvər/





I.
 
noun




a device that can both transmit and receive communications, in particular a combined radio transmitter and receiver.











– origin

 1930s: blend of transmitter
 and receiver
 .






transcend

 
/tran(t)ˈsend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be or go beyond the range or limits of (something abstract, typically a conceptual field or division)




•
 
this was an issue transcending party politics.










2.
 
surpass (a person or an achievement).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
transcendre

 or Latin 
transcendere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
scandere

 ‘climb.’





transcendence

 
/ˌtran(t)ˈsendəns /

 
transcendency






noun




existence or experience beyond the normal or physical level




•
 
the possibility of spiritual transcendence in the modern world.




















transcendent

 
/ˌtran(t)ˈsend(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
beyond or above the range of normal or merely physical human experience




•
 
the search for a transcendent level of knowledge.










2.
 
surpassing the ordinary; exceptional




•
 
the conductor was described as a “transcendent genius.”










3.
 
(of God) existing apart from and not subject to the limitations of the material universe.

Often contrasted with immanent
 .




4.
 
(in scholastic philosophy) higher than or not included in any of Aristotle's ten categories.




5.
 
(in Kantian philosophy) not realizable in experience.








II.
 
derivatives





transcendently






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
transcendent-

 ‘climbing over,’ from the verb 
transcendere

 (see transcend
 ).






transcendental

 
/ˌtranˌsenˈden(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a spiritual or nonphysical realm




•
 
the transcendental importance of each person's soul.










2.
 
(in Kantian philosophy) presupposed in and necessary to experience; a priori.




3.
 
relating to or denoting Transcendentalism.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a number, e.g., 
e

 or π) real but not a root of an algebraic equation with rational roots.




5.
 
(of a function) not capable of being produced by the algebraical operations of addition, multiplication, and involution, or the inverse operations.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transcendentalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













2.
 
transcendentally






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
transcendentalis

 (see transcendent
 ).





transcendentalism

 
/ˌtran(t)ˌsenˈden(t)lˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
Transcendentalism

 )
 — an idealistic philosophical and social movement that developed in New England around 1836 in reaction to rationalism. Influenced by romanticism, Platonism, and Kantian philosophy, it taught that divinity pervades all nature and humanity, and its members held progressive views on feminism and communal living. Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau were central figures.




2.
 
a system developed by Immanuel Kant, based on the idea that, in order to understand the nature of reality, one must first examine and analyze the reasoning process that governs the nature of experience.








II.
 
derivatives





transcendentalist

 
/ˌtran(t)ˌsenˈden(t)ləst /

 
Transcendentalist






noun, adjective





















Transcendental Meditation

 
/ˈˌtranˌ(t)senden(t)l medəˈtāSHən ˈˌtran(t)snˈden(t)l medəˈtāSHən /

 
TM






noun






‹trademark›

 a technique for detaching oneself from anxiety and promoting harmony and self-realization by meditation, repetition of a mantra, and other yogic practices, promulgated by an international organization founded by the Indian guru Maharishi Mahesh Yogi (
c.

 1911–2008).













transcode

 
/ˌtranzˈkōd ˌtran(t)sˈkōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (language or information) from one form of coded representation to another.














transconductance

 
/ˌtranskənˈdəktəns, ˌtranz-/






noun






[Electronics]

 the ratio of the change in current at the output terminal to the change in the voltage at the input terminal of an active device.













transcontinental

 
/ˌtran(t)ˌskän(t)əˈnen(t)l ˌtranzˌkän(t)əˈnen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a railroad line) crossing a continent.




2.
 
extending across or relating to two or more continents




•
 
a transcontinental radio audience.














II.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a transcontinental railroad or train.








III.
 
derivatives





transcontinentally






adverb





















transcortical

 
/transˈkôrtikəl, tranz-/






adjective






[Physiology]

 of or relating to nerve pathways that cross the cerebral cortex of the brain.














transcribe

 
/tran(t)ˈskrīb/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (thoughts, speech, or data) into written or printed form




•
 
each interview was taped and transcribed.










2.
 
transliterate (foreign characters) or write or type out (shorthand, notes, or other abbreviated forms) into ordinary characters or full sentences.




3.
 
arrange (a piece of music) for a different instrument, voice, or group of these




•
 
his largest early work was 
transcribed for

 organ.










4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 synthesize (a nucleic acid, typically RNA) using an existing nucleic acid, typically DNA, as a template, thus copying the genetic information in the latter.








II.
 
derivatives





transcriber

 
/tran(t)ˈskrībər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘make a copy in writing’): from Latin 
transcribere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
scribere

 ‘write.’






transcript

 
/ˈtran(t)skript/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written or printed version of material originally presented in another medium.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a length of RNA or DNA that has been transcribed respectively from a DNA or RNA template.




3.
 
an official record of a student's work, showing courses taken and grades achieved.








II.
 
derivatives





transcriptive

 
/ˌtranˈskriptiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
transcrit

 , from Latin 
transcriptum

 , neuter past participle of 
transcribere

 (see transcribe
 ). The spelling change in the 15th cent. was due to association with the Latin.






transcriptase

 
/tranˈskripˌtās, -ˌtāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the formation of RNA from a DNA template during transcription. Also called 
RNA polymer

 .













transcription

 
/ˌtran(t)ˈskripSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written or printed representation of something.




2.
 
the action or process of transcribing something




•
 
the funding covers transcription of nearly illegible photocopies.










3.
 
an arrangement of a piece of music for a different instrument, voice, or number of these




•
 
a transcription for voice and lute.










4.
 
a form in which a speech sound or a foreign character is represented.




5.
 


[Biochemistry]

 the process by which genetic information represented by a sequence of DNA nucleotides is copied into newly synthesized molecules of RNA, with the DNA serving as a template.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transcriptional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
transcriptionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
transcriptionist

 
/-nist /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
transcriptio(n-)

 , from the verb 
transcribere

 (see transcribe
 ).





transcriptome

 
/tran(t)ˈskripˌtōm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the sum total of all the messenger RNA molecules expressed from the genes of an organism.











– origin

 1990s: blend of transcript
 and genome
 .





transcriptomics

 
/ˌtranskripˈtämiks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 the study of transcriptomes and their functions.




•
 
the field of transcriptomics allows for the examination of whole transcriptome changes across a variety of biological conditions.



















transcultural

 
/transˈkəlCHərəl, tranz-/






adjective




relating to or involving more than one culture; cross-cultural




•
 
the possibility of transcultural understanding.



















transcutaneous

 
/ˌtran(t)skyo͞oˈtānēəs ˌtranzkyo͞oˈtānēəs/






adjective




existing, applied, or measured across the depth of the skin.













transdermal

 
/transˈdərməl, tranz-/






adjective




relating to or denoting the application of a medicine or drug through the skin, typically by using an adhesive patch, so that it is absorbed slowly into the body.













transdifferentiation

 
/tranzˌdifəˌrenSHēˈāSHən, trans-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the rare natural transformation of cells other than stem cells into a different cell type.








II.
 
derivatives





transdifferentiate

 
/-SHēˌāt /






verb




[no 
obj.

 ]
 —




















transdisciplinary

 
/ˌtranzˈdisəpləˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to more than one branch of knowledge; interdisciplinary




•
 
our transdisciplinary approach to research and education.














II.
 
derivatives





transdisciplinarity






noun





















transducer

 
/transˈd(y)o͞osər tranzˈd(y)o͞osər/





I.
 
noun




a device that converts variations in a physical quantity, such as pressure or brightness, into an electrical signal, or vice versa.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transduce

 
/tranzˈd(y)o͞os tran(t)sˈd(y)o͞os /






verb













2.
 
transduction

 
/ˌtranzˈdəkSHən ˌtran(t)sˈdəkSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
transducere

 ‘lead across’ (from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
ducere

 ‘lead’) + -er
 1
 .





transect

 

‹technical›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈtransekt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cut across or make a transverse section in.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtransekt /



1.
 
a straight line or narrow section through an object or natural feature or across the earth's surface, along which observations are made or measurements taken.








III.
 
derivatives





transection

 
/-ˈsekSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a verb): from trans-
 ‘through’ + Latin 
sect-

 ‘divided by cutting’ (from the verb 
secare

 ).





transept

 
/ˈtran(t)sept/





I.
 
noun




(in a cross-shaped church) either of the two parts forming the arms of the cross shape, projecting at right angles from the nave




•
 
the north transept.














II.
 
derivatives





transeptal

 
/tranˈseptl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from modern Latin 
transeptum

 (see trans-
 , septum
 ).





transf.






abbreviation



1.
 
transfer.




2.
 
transferred.




3.
 
transformer.













trans fat

 
/ˈtranz fat/






noun




another term for trans-fatty acid
 .














trans-fatty acid

 
/ˌtransˌfadē ˈasəd/






noun




an unsaturated fatty acid of a type occurring in margarines and manufactured cooking oils as a result of the hydrogenation process, having a trans arrangement of the carbon atoms adjacent to its double bonds. Consumption of such acids is thought to increase the risk of atherosclerosis.













transfect

 
/transˈfekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Microbiology]

 infect (a cell) with free nucleic acid.




2.
 


[Microbiology]

 introduce (genetic material) by transfection.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transfectant

 
/-ənt /






noun













2.
 
transfection

 
/transˈfekSHən /






noun



















– origin

 1960s: from trans-
 ‘across’ + infect
 , or a blend of transfer
 and infect
 .






transfer





I.
 
verb

 — 
/transˈfər ˈtransfər /



1.
 
move from one place to another


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he would have to 
transfer

 money 
to

 his own account




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I went to sleep on the couch before transferring to my bedroom later in the night.










2.
 
move to another group, occupation, or service


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she transferred to the Physics Department




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
employees have been transferred to the installation team.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — enroll in a different school or college




•
 
Ron transferred to the University of Idaho.










4.
 
(in professional sports) move or cause to move to another team


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he transferred to the Dodgers




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
when a player is transferred to the minors by a major league club.










5.
 
redirect (a telephone call) to another line or extension.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — copy (a drawing or design) from one surface to another.




7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — copy (data, music, etc.) from one medium or device to another




•
 
you can easily transfer your personal data to another PC using the export feature.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change to another place, route, or means of transportation during a journey




•
 
John advised him to transfer from Rome airport to the railroad station.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make over the possession of (property, a right, or a responsibility) to someone else.




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
transferred

 )
 — change (the sense of a word or phrase) by extension or metaphor




•
 
a transferred use of the Old English noun.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtran(t)sfər /



1.
 
an act of moving something or someone to another place




•
 
a transfer of wealth to the poorer nations




•
 
she was going to ask her boss for a transfer to the city




•
 
a patient had died after transfer from the County Hospital to St. Peter's.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 an act of selling or moving an athlete to another team




•
 
his transfer from Rangers cost £800,000.










3.
 
a student who has enrolled in a different school or college.




4.
 
a conveyance of property, especially stocks, from one person to another.




5.
 
the action of copying data from one medium or device to another.




6.
 
a small colored picture or design on paper that can be transferred to another surface by being pressed or heated




•
 
T-shirts with iron-on transfers.










7.
 
an act of changing to another place, route, or means of transportation during a journey




•
 
it took three hours and several bus transfers to get there.










8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a ticket allowing a passenger to change from one public transportation vehicle to another as part of a single journey.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transferee

 
/ˌtran(t)sfəˈrē /






noun













2.
 
transferor

 
/tran(t)sˈfərər ˈtran(t)sfərər /






noun






[chiefly Law]















3.
 
transferrer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from French 
transférer

 or Latin 
transferre

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
ferre

 ‘to bear.’ The earliest use of the noun (late 17th cent.) was as a legal term in the sense ‘conveyance of property.’





transferable

 
/transˈfərəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of financial assets, liabilities, or legal rights) able to be transferred or made over to the possession of another person.








II.
 
derivatives





transferability

 
/ˌtran(t)sf(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun





















transferase

 
/ˈtran(t)sfərās ˈtran(t)sfəˌrāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the transfer of a particular group from one molecule to another.














transference

 
/transˈfərəns ˈtransfərəns/






noun



1.
 
the action of transferring something or the process of being transferred




•
 
education involves the transference of knowledge.










2.
 


[Psychoanalysis]

 the redirection to a substitute, usually a therapist, of emotions that were originally felt in childhood (in a phase of analysis called 
transference neurosis

 ).













transfer factor






noun






[Biology]

 a substance released by antigen-sensitized lymphocytes and capable of transferring the response of delayed hypersensitivity to a nonsensitized cell or individual into which it is introduced.













transfer function






noun






[Electronics]

 a mathematical function relating the output or response of a system such as a filter circuit to the input or stimulus.













transfer orbit






noun




a trajectory by which a spacecraft can pass from one orbit to another at a higher altitude, especially a geostationary orbit.













transfer payment

 
/tran(t)sˈfər ˈtran(t)sfər ˈpāmənt/






noun






[Economics]

 a payment made or income received in which no goods or services are being paid for, such as a benefit payment or subsidy.













transferral

 
/ˌtran(t)sˈfərəl/






noun




an act of transferring someone or something.













transferrin

 
/ˌtran(t)sˈferən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein of the beta globulin group that binds and transports iron in blood serum.











– origin

 1940s: from trans-
 ‘across’ + Latin 
ferrum

 ‘iron’ + -in
 1
 .





transfer RNA






noun






[Biochemistry]

 RNA consisting of folded molecules that transport amino acids from the cytoplasm of a cell to a ribosome.













transfer window






noun




a specific period in the year during which soccer clubs may buy and sell players




•
 
McClaren was eager to bolster his squad during the January transfer window.



















transfiguration

 
/tran(t)sˌfiɡyəˈrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a complete change of form or appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state




•
 
in this light the junk undergoes a transfiguration; it shines.










2.
 
(
the Transfiguration

 )
 — Christ's appearance in radiant glory to three of his disciples (Matthew 17:2, Mark 9:2–3, Luke 9:28–36).




3.
 
the church festival commemorating this, held on August 6.











– origin

 late Middle English (with biblical reference): from Old French, or from Latin 
transfiguratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
transfigurare

 (see transfigure
 ).






transfigure

 
/ˌtran(t)sˈfiɡ(y)ər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be transfigured

 )


1.
 
transform into something more beautiful or elevated




•
 
the world is made luminous and is transfigured.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
transfigurer

 or Latin 
transfigurare

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
figura

 ‘figure.’





transfinite

 
/tran(t)sˈfīˌnīt/






adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 relating to or denoting a number corresponding to an infinite set in the way that a natural number denotes or counts members of a finite set.




2.
 
beyond or surpassing the finite.













transfix

 
/tran(t)sˈfiks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be transfixed

 )
 — cause (someone) to become motionless with horror, wonder, or astonishment




•
 
he was transfixed by the pain in her face




•
 
she stared at him, transfixed.










2.
 
pierce with a sharp implement or weapon




•
 
a field mouse is transfixed by the curved talons of an owl.














II.
 
derivatives





transfixion

 
/tran(t)sˈfikSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from Latin 
transfix-

 ‘pierced through,’ from the verb 
transfigere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
figere

 ‘fix, fasten.’






transform

 
/tran(t)sˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a thorough or dramatic change in the form, appearance, or character of




•
 
lasers have transformed cardiac surgery




•
 
he wanted to 
transform

 himself 
into

 a successful businessman.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — undergo a transformation




•
 
an automobile that 
transformed into

 a boat.










3.
 
change the voltage of (an electric current).




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 change (a mathematical entity) by transformation.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtran(t)sfôrm /



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 the product of a transformation.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Linguistics]

 a rule for making a transformation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transformable

 
/tran(t)sˈfôrməb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
transformative

 
/tran(t)sˈfôrmədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
transformer

 or Latin 
transformare

 (see trans-
 , form
 ).





transformation

 
/ˌtran(t)sfərˈmāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thorough or dramatic change in form or appearance




•
 
its landscape has undergone a radical transformation.










2.
 
a metamorphosis during the life cycle of an animal.




3.
 


[Physics]

 the induced or spontaneous change of one element into another by a nuclear process.




4.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 a process by which one figure, expression, or function is converted into another that is equivalent in some important respect but is differently expressed or represented.




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 a process by which an element in the underlying deep structure of a sentence is converted to an element in the surface structure.




6.
 


[Biology]

 the genetic alteration of a cell by introduction of extraneous DNA, especially by a plasmid.




7.
 


[Biology]

 the heritable modification of a cell from its normal state to a malignant state.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
transformatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
transformare

 (see transform
 ).





transformational

 
/ˌtran(t)sfərˈmāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or involving transformation or transformations.




2.
 
of or relating to transformational grammar.








II.
 
derivatives





transformationally






adverb





















transformational grammar






noun






[Linguistics]

 a type of grammar that describes a language in terms of transformations applied to an underlying deep structure in order to generate the surface structure of sentences that can actually occur.

See also generative grammar
 .













transformer

 
/ˌtran(t)sˈfôrmər/






noun



1.
 
an apparatus for reducing or increasing the voltage of an alternating current.




2.
 
a person or thing that transforms something.













transform fault






noun






[Geology]

 a strike-slip fault occurring at the boundary between two plates of the earth's crust.














transfuse

 
/ˌtran(t)sˈfyo͞oz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 transfer (blood or its components) from one person or animal to another.




2.
 
inject (liquid) into a blood vessel to replace lost fluid.




3.
 
cause (something or someone) to be permeated or infused by something




•
 
we became transfused by a radiance of joy.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘cause to pass from one person to another’): from Latin 
transfus-

 ‘poured from one container to another,’ from the verb 
transfundere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
fundere

 ‘pour.’





transfusion

 
/ˌtran(t)sˈfyo͞oZHən/





I.
 
noun




an act of transferring donated blood, blood products, or other fluid into the circulatory system of a person or animal.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
transfusio(n-

 ), from the verb 
transfundere

 (see transfuse
 ).






transgender

 
/transˈjendər tranzˈjendər /

 
transgendered






adjective




denoting or relating to a person whose sense of personal identity does not correspond with the gender assigned to them at birth.




•
 
a transgender activist and author.



















transgenic

 
/transˈjenik tranzˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 of, relating to, or denoting an organism that contains genetic material into which DNA from an unrelated organism has been artificially introduced.











– origin

 1980s: from trans-
 ‘across’ + gene
 + -ic
 .





transgenics

 
/transˈjeniks, tranz-/






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the branch of biology concerned with transgenic organisms.













transglobal

 
/ˌtransˈɡlōb(ə)l/






adjective




(of an expedition, enterprise, search, or network) moving or extending across or around the world.













transgress

 
/transˈɡres tranzˈɡres/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
infringe or go beyond the bounds of (a moral principle or other established standard of behavior)




•
 
she had transgressed an unwritten social law




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they must control the impulses that lead them to transgress.










2.
 


[Geology]

 (of the sea) spread over (an area of land).








II.
 
derivatives





transgressor

 
/tranzˈɡresər tran(t)sˈɡresər /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (earlier (late Middle English) as 
transgression

 ): from Old French 
transgresser

 or Latin 
transgress-

 ‘stepped across,’ from the verb 
transgredi

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
gradi

 ‘go.’





transgression

 
/transˈɡreSHən tranzˈɡreSHən/






noun




an act that goes against a law, rule, or code of conduct; an offense




•
 
I'll be keeping an eye out for further transgressions




•
 
her transgression of etiquette.



















transgressive

 
/transˈɡresiv, tranz-/






adjective



1.
 
involving a violation of accepted or imposed boundaries, especially those of social acceptability




•
 
her experiences of transgressive love with both sexes.










2.
 
of or relating to fiction, cinematography, or art in which orthodox cultural, moral, and artistic boundaries are challenged by the representation of unconventional behavior and the use of experimental forms.




3.
 


[Geology]

 (of a stratum) overlapping others unconformably, especially as a result of marine transgression.













transhistorical

 
/ˌtrans-hiˈstôrikəl, ˌtranz-, -ˈstär-/






adjective




transcending historical boundaries; eternal




•
 
femininity may not be a transhistorical absolute.



















transhumance

 
/ˌtranzˈ(h)yo͞oməns ˌtran(t)sˈ(h)yo͞oməns/





I.
 
noun




the action or practice of moving livestock from one grazing ground to another in a seasonal cycle, typically to lowlands in winter and highlands in summer.








II.
 
derivatives





transhumant

 
/-mənt /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from the verb 
transhumer

 , based on Latin 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
humus

 ‘ground.’





transhumanism

 
/tranzˈhyo͞omənizm/





I.
 
noun




the belief or theory that the human race can evolve beyond its current physical and mental limitations, especially by means of science and technology.








II.
 
derivatives





transhumanist






adjective, noun





















transience

 
/ˈtranCHəns ˈtranZHəns /

 
transiency






noun




the state or fact of lasting only for a short time; transitory nature




•
 
the transience of life and happiness.



















transient

 
/ˈtranSHənt ˈtranzēənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lasting only for a short time; impermanent




•
 
a transient cold spell.










2.
 
staying or working in a place for only a short time




•
 
the transient nature of the labor force in catering.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is staying or working in a place for only a short time.




2.
 
a momentary variation in current, voltage, or frequency.








III.
 
derivatives





transiently

 
/ˈtranCHəntlē ˈtranZHəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
transient-

 ‘going across,’ from the verb 
transire

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
ire

 ‘go.’






transient ischemic attack

 
TIA






noun






[Medicine]

 a brief episode of neurological dysfunction resulting from an interruption in the blood supply to the brain or the eye, sometimes as a precursor to a stroke




•
 
it does not reduce stroke risk in women who previously have suffered a transient ischemic attack.



















transilluminate

 
/ˌtransəˈlo͞oməˌnāt, ˌtranz-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass strong light through (an organ or part of the body) in order to detect disease or abnormality.








II.
 
derivatives





transillumination

 
/-əˌlo͞oməˈnāSHən /






noun






















transistor

 
/tranˈzistər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a semiconductor device with three connections, capable of amplification in addition to rectification.




2.
 
(also 
transistor radio

 )
 — a portable radio using circuits containing transistors rather than vacuum tubes.











– origin

 1940s: from transconductance
 , on the pattern of words such as 
varistor

 .





transistorize

 
/tranˈzistəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
transistorized

 )


1.
 
design or make with transistors rather than vacuum tubes




•
 
a transistorized tape recorder.














II.
 
derivatives





transistorization

 
/-ˌzistəriˈzāSHən /






noun






















transit

 
/ˈtranzət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the carrying of people, goods, or materials from one place to another




•
 
a painting was damaged 
in transit

 .










2.
 
an act of passing through or across a place




•
 
the first west-to-east transit of the Northwest Passage




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a transit airline passenger.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the conveyance of passengers on public transportation.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 the passage of an inferior planet across the face of the sun, or of a moon or its shadow across the face of a planet.




5.
 


[Astronomy]

 the apparent passage of a celestial body across the meridian of a place.




6.
 


[Astrology]

 the passage of a celestial body through a specified sign, house, or area of a chart.




7.
 
(in full 
transit theodolite

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a tool used by surveyors to measure horizontal angles.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pass across or through (an area)




•
 
the new large ships will be too big to transit the Panama Canal.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 (of a planet or other celestial body) pass across (a meridian or the face of another body).




3.
 


[Astrology]

 (of a celestial body) pass across (a specified sign, house, or area of a chart).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting passage from one place to another): from Latin 
transitus

 , from 
transire

 ‘go across.’





transit camp






noun




a camp for the temporary accommodation of groups of people, e.g., refugees or soldiers, who are traveling through a country or region.













transit circle

 
/ˈtranzət ˈsərkəl /

 
transit instrument






noun




another term for meridian circle
 .













transition

 
/tranˈziSH(ə)n tranˈsiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process or a period of changing from one state or condition to another




•
 
students 
in transition

 from one program to another




•
 
a transition to multiparty democracy.










2.
 
the process by which a person permanently adopts the outward or physical characteristics of the gender with which they identify, as opposed to those of the gender they were assigned at birth. The process may or may not involve measures such as hormone therapy and gender reassignment surgery




•
 
she had been living as a woman for eight years at that point and had completed her transition in 2001




•
 
he began the transition from female to male in the 10th grade.










3.
 
a passage in a piece of writing that smoothly connects two topics or sections to each other.




4.
 


[Music]

 a momentary modulation from one key to another.




5.
 


[Physics]

 a change of an atom, nucleus, electron, etc., from one quantum state to another, with emission or absorption of radiation.








II.
 
verb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 undergo or cause to undergo a process or period of transition


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the network ought to be built by the federal government and then transitioned into private industry




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
we have transitioned from a high-intensity combat operation to a support role in the community.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 adopt permanently the outward or physical characteristics of the gender one identifies with, as opposed to those of the gender one was assigned at birth




•
 
once the decision was finally made to transition, she was overwhelmed with the support from her immediate family.














III.
 
derivatives





transitionary

 
/-ˌnerē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
transitio(n-)

 , from 
transire

 ‘go across.’





transitional

 
/tranˈziSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of a process or period of transition




•
 
a transitional government was appointed.










2.
 
(
Transitional

 )
 — 

[Architecture]

 of or denoting the last stage of Romanesque style, in which Gothic elements begin to appear.








II.
 
derivatives





transitionally

 
/-SHənlē /






adverb





















transition metal

 
transition element






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the set of metallic elements occupying a central block (Groups IVB–VIII, IB, and IIB, or 4–12) in the periodic table, e.g., iron, manganese, chromium, and copper. Chemically they show variable valence and a strong tendency to form coordination compounds, and many of their compounds are colored.













transition point






noun






[Chemistry]

 the set of conditions of temperature and pressure at which different phases of the same substance can be in equilibrium.













transition probability






noun






[Physics]

 the probability of the occurrence of a transition between two quantum states of an atom, nucleus, electron, etc.













transition temperature






noun






[Physics]

 the temperature at which a substance acquires or loses some distinctive property, in particular superconductivity.














transitive

 
/ˈtransədiv ˈtranzədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a verb or a sense or use of a verb) able to take a direct object (expressed or implied), e.g., 
saw

 in 
he saw the donkey

 .

The opposite of intransitive
 .




2.
 


[Logic]

 
[Mathematics]

 (of a relation) such that, if it applies between successive members of a sequence, it must also apply between any two members taken in order. For instance, if A is larger than B, and B is larger than C, then A is larger than C.








II.
 
noun




a transitive verb.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transitively

 
/ˈtranzədivlē ˈtran(t)sədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
transitiveness






noun













3.
 
transitivity

 
/ˌtranzəˈtivədē ˌtran(t)səˈtivədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘transitory’): from late Latin 
transitivus

 , from 
transit-

 ‘gone across’ (see transit
 ).





transit lounge






noun




a lounge at an airport for passengers waiting between flights.













transitory

 
/ˈtransəˌtôrē ˈtranzəˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective




not permanent




•
 
transitory periods of medieval greatness.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transitorily

 
/ˈtranzəˌtôrəlē ˈtran(t)səˌtôrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
transitoriness

 
/ˈtranzəˌtôrēnis ˈtran(t)səˌtôrēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
transitoire

 , from Christian Latin 
transitorius

 , from 
transit-

 ‘gone across’ (see transit
 ).





transit visa






noun




a visa allowing its holder to pass through a country but not to stay there.













Transjordan

 
/transˈjôrdn, tranz-/





I.
 
former name (until 1949) of the region east of the Jordan River that now forms the main part of Jordan.




II.
 
derivatives





Transjordanian

 
/ˌtransˌjôrˈdānēən, ˌtranz- /






adjective





















Transkei

 
/trantˈskī/






a former homeland established in South Africa for the Xhosa people, now part of the province of Eastern Cape.









transketolase

 
/tranzˈkētlˌās, -ˌāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme that catalyzes the transfer of an alcohol group between sugar molecules.














translate

 
/transˈlāt tranzˈlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express the sense of (words or text) in another language




•
 
the German original has been 
translated into

 English.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be expressed or be capable of being expressed in another language




•
 
shiatsu literally translates as “finger pressure.”










3.
 
(
translate something into/translate into

 )
 — convert or be converted into (another form or medium)


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
few of Shakespeare's other works have been translated into ballets.










4.
 
move from one place or condition to another




•
 
she had been translated from familiar surroundings to a foreign court.










5.
 


‹formal›

 move (a bishop) to another see or pastoral charge.




6.
 


‹formal›

 remove (a saint's relics) to another place.




7.
 


‹literary›

 convey (someone, typically still alive) to heaven.




8.
 


[Biology]

 convert (a sequence of nucleotides in messenger RNA) to an amino-acid sequence in a protein or polypeptide during synthesis.




9.
 


[Physics]

 cause (a body) to move so that all its parts travel in the same direction, without rotation or change of shape.




10.
 


[Mathematics]

 transform (a geometric figure) in an analogous way.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
translatability

 
/ˌtransˌlātəˈbilətē, ˌtranz- /






noun













2.
 
translatable

 
/tranzˈlādəbəl tran(t)sˈlādəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
translatus

 ‘carried across,’ past participle of 
transferre

 (see transfer
 ).





translation

 
/transˈlāSH(ə)n tranzˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of translating words or text from one language into another




•
 
Constantine's translation of Arabic texts into Latin.










2.
 
a written or spoken rendering of the meaning of a word, speech, book, or other text, in another language




•
 
a German translation of Oscar Wilde's play




•
 
a term for which there is no adequate English translation.










3.
 
the conversion of something from one form or medium into another




•
 
the translation of research findings into clinical practice.










4.
 


[Biology]

 the process by which a sequence of nucleotide triplets in a messenger RNA molecule gives rise to a specific sequence of amino acids during synthesis of a polypeptide or protein.




5.
 


‹formal›

 
‹technical›

 the process of moving something from one place to another




•
 
the translation of the relics of St. Thomas of Canterbury.










6.
 


[Mathematics]

 movement of a body from one point of space to another such that every point of the body moves in the same direction and over the same distance, without any rotation, reflection, or change in size.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
translational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
translationally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
translatio(n-)

 , from 
translat-

 ‘carried across’ (see translate
 ).





translator

 
/ˈtransˌlādər ˈtranzˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
a person who translates from one language into another, especially as a profession.




2.
 
a program that translates from one programming language into another.













transliterate

 
/transˈlitəˌrāt tranzˈlidəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be transliterated

 )


1.
 
write or print (a letter or word) using the closest corresponding letters of a different alphabet or language




•
 
names from one language are often 
transliterated into

 another.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transliteration

 
/tranzˌlidəˈrāSHən tran(t)sˌlidəˈrāSHən /






noun













2.
 
transliterator

 
/-ˌrātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from trans-
 ‘across’ + Latin 
littera

 ‘letter’ + -ate
 3
 .





translocate

 
/transˈlōˌkāt, tranz-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 move from one place to another




•
 
translocating rhinos to other reserves




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the cell bodies translocate into the other side of the brain.










2.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 
[Physiology]

 
[Biochemistry]

 transport (a dissolved substance) within an organism, especially in the phloem of a plant, or actively across a cell membrane.




3.
 


‹chiefly technical›

 
[Genetics]

 move (a portion of a chromosome) to a new position on the same or another chromosome.








II.
 
derivatives





translocation

 
/transˌlōˈkāSHən, tranz- /






noun





















translucent

 
/transˈlo͞osnt tranzˈlo͞osnt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a substance) allowing light, but not detailed images, to pass through; semitransparent




•
 
fry until the onions become translucent.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
translucence

 
/tranzˈlo͞osns tran(t)sˈlo͞osns /






noun













2.
 
translucency

 
/tranzˈlo͞osnsē tran(t)sˈlo͞osnsē /






noun













3.
 
translucently






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the Latin sense): from Latin 
translucent-

 ‘shining through,’ from the verb 
translucere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘through’ + 
lucere

 ‘to shine.’





translunar

 
/transˈlo͞onər, tranz-/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the trajectory of a spacecraft traveling between the earth and the moon.













transman

 
/ˈtranzˌman/






noun




a female-to-male transsexual.













transmarine

 
/ˌtranzməˈrēn ˌtran(t)sməˈrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 situated or originating on the other side of the sea




•
 
an alien, or a transmarine stranger.










2.
 


‹dated›

 of or involving crossing the sea




•
 
some birds make long transmarine migrations.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
transmarinus

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
marinus

 ‘marine, of the sea.’





transmembrane

 
/transˈmemˌbrān, tranz-/






adjective






[Biology]

 existing or occurring across a cell membrane




•
 
transmembrane conductance.



















transmigrant

 
/ˌtranzˈmīɡrənt ˌtran(t)sˈmīɡrənt/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 a person passing through a country or region in the course of emigrating to another region.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
transmigrant-

 ‘migrating across,’ from the verb 
transmigrare

 (see transmigrate
 ).






transmigrate

 
/transˈmīˌɡrāt tranzˈmīɡrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the soul) pass into a different body after death.




2.
 


‹rare›

 migrate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transmigration

 
/ˌtranzˌmīˈɡrāSHən ˌtran(t)sˌmīˈɡrāSHən /






noun













2.
 
transmigrator

 
/-ˌɡrātər /






noun













3.
 
transmigratory

 
/-ɡrəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘transferred’): from Latin 
transmigrat-

 ‘removed from one place to another,’ from the verb 
transmigrare

 (see trans-
 , migrate
 ).





transmission

 
/tranzˈmiSHən transˈmiSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or process of transmitting something or the state of being transmitted




•
 
the transmission of the HIV virus.










2.
 
a program or signal that is broadcast or sent out




•
 
television transmissions.










3.
 
the mechanism by which power is transmitted from an engine to the wheels of a motor vehicle.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
transmissio

 (see trans-
 , mission
 ).





transmission electron microscope






noun




a form of electron microscope in which an image is derived from electrons that have passed through the specimen, in particular one in which the whole image is formed at once rather than by scanning.













transmission line

 
/tranzˈmiSHən ˌlīn tran(t)sˈmiSHən ˌlīn/






noun




a conductor or conductors designed to carry electricity or an electrical signal over large distances with minimum losses and distortion.













transmissivity

 
/ˌtranzməˈsivədē ˌtran(t)sməˈsivədē/






noun




the degree to which a medium allows something, in particular electromagnetic radiation, to pass through it.














transmit

 
/tranzˈmit transˈmit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to pass on from one place or person to another




•
 
knowledge is transmitted from teacher to student.










2.
 
broadcast or send out (an electrical signal or a radio or television program)




•
 
the program was transmitted on October 7.










3.
 
pass on (a disease or trait) to another


(as 
adj.

 
transmitted

 )


•
 
sexually transmitted diseases.










4.
 
allow (heat, light, sound, electricity, or other energy) to pass through a medium




•
 
the three bones transmit sound waves to the inner ear.










5.
 
communicate or be a medium for (an idea or emotion)




•
 
the theatrical gift of being able to transmit emotion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transmissibility

 
/tranzˌmisəˈbilədē tran(t)sˌmisəˈbilədē /






noun






[chiefly Medicine]















2.
 
transmissible

 
/tranzˈmisəbəl tran(t)sˈmisəbəl /






adjective






[chiefly Medicine]















3.
 
transmissive

 
/tranzˈmisiv tran(t)sˈmisiv /






adjective













4.
 
transmittable

 
/tranzˈmidəbəl tran(t)sˈmidəbəl /






adjective













5.
 
transmittal

 
/tranzˈmidl tran(t)sˈmidl /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
transmittere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
mittere

 ‘send.’





transmittance

 
/ˌtranzˈmitəns ˌtran(t)sˈmitəns/






noun






[Physics]

 the ratio of the light energy falling on a body to that transmitted through it.














transmitter

 
/tranzˈmidər transˈmidər/






noun



1.
 
a set of equipment used to generate and transmit electromagnetic waves carrying messages or signals, especially those of radio or television.




2.
 
a person or thing that transmits something




•
 
reggae has established itself as the principal transmitter of the Jamaican language.










3.
 
short for neurotransmitter
 .













transmogrify

 
/transˈmäɡrəˌfī tranzˈmäɡrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 transform, especially in a surprising or magical manner




•
 
the cucumbers that were ultimately transmogrified into pickles.














II.
 
derivatives





transmogrification

 
/tranzˌmäɡrəfəˈkāSHən tran(t)sˌmäɡrəfəˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





transmontane

 
/ˌtranzˈmäntān ˌtran(t)sˈmäntān/






adjective




another term for tramontane
 .













transmural

 
/transˈmyo͝orəl, tranz-/






adjective






[Medicine]

 existing or occurring across the entire wall of an organ or blood vessel.













transmutation

 
/ˌtran(t)smyo͞oˈtāSHən ˌtranzmyo͞oˈtāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of changing or the state of being changed into another form




•
 
the transmutation of the political economy of the postwar years was complete.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the changing of one element into another by radioactive decay, nuclear bombardment, or similar processes.




3.
 


[Biology]

 
‹chiefly historical›

 the conversion or transformation of one species into another.




4.
 
the supposed alchemical process of changing base metals into gold.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transmutational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
transmutationist

 
/-nist /






noun





















transmute

 
/tranzˈmyo͞ot transˈmyo͞ot/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
change in form, nature, or substance


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the raw material of his experience was 
transmuted into

 stories




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the discovery that elements can transmute by radioactivity.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — subject (base metals) to alchemical transmutation




•
 
the quest to 
transmute

 lead 
into

 gold.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transmutability

 
/tranzˌmyo͞odəˈbilədē tran(t)sˌmyo͞odəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
transmutable

 
/tranzˈmyo͞odəbəl tran(t)sˈmyo͞odəbəl /






adjective













3.
 
transmutative

 
/-ˈmyo͞otətiv /






adjective













4.
 
transmuter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
transmutare

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
mutare

 ‘to change.’





transnational

 
/tran(t)sˈnaSHnəl tranzˈnaSHnəl/





I.
 
adjective




extending or operating across national boundaries




•
 
transnational advertising agencies.














II.
 
noun




a large company operating internationally; a multinational.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transnationalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
transnationally






adverb





















transoceanic

 
/ˌtranzōSHēˈanik/






adjective



1.
 
crossing an ocean




•
 
the transoceanic cable system.










2.
 
coming from or situated beyond an ocean




•
 
there is a higher rate for letters intended for transoceanic countries.




















transom

 
/ˈtran(t)səm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the flat surface forming the stern of a vessel.




2.
 
a horizontal beam reinforcing the stern of a vessel.




3.
 
a strengthening crossbar, in particular one set above a window or door.

Compare with mullion
 .




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 short for transom window
 .








II.
 
phrases





over the transom








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 offered or sent without prior agreement; unsolicited




•
 
the editors receive about ten manuscripts a week over the transom.


















III.
 
derivatives





transomed






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (earlier as 
traversayn

 ): from Old French 
traversin

 , from the verb 
traverser

 ‘to cross’ (see traverse
 ).






transom window

 
/ˈtran(t)səm ˈwindō/






noun




a window set above the transom of a door or larger window; a fanlight.













transonic

 
/ˌtranˈsänik /

 
transsonic





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to speeds close to that of sound.











– origin

 1940s: from trans-
 ‘through, across’ + sonic
 , on the pattern of words such as 
supersonic

 .





trans-Pacific

 
/ˌtranspəˈsifik, ˌtranz-/






adjective



1.
 
crossing the Pacific




•
 
new trans-Pacific routes to India, Korea, and Japan.










2.
 
of or relating to an area beyond the Pacific.













transparence

 
/ˌtranˈsperəns/






noun




rare term for transparency
 (
sense

 1).













transparency

 
/ˌtranˈsperənsē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the condition of being transparent




•
 
the transparency of ice.










2.
 
an image, text, or positive transparent photograph printed on transparent plastic or glass, able to be viewed using a projector.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a general term denoting a transparent object): from medieval Latin 
transparentia

 , from 
transparent-

 ‘shining through’ (see transparent
 ).






transparent

 
/transˈperənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a material or article) allowing light to pass through so that objects behind can be distinctly seen




•
 
transparent blue water.










2.
 
easy to perceive or detect




•
 
the residents will see through any transparent attempt to buy their votes




•
 
the meaning of the poem is by no means transparent.










3.
 
having thoughts, feelings, or motives that are easily perceived




•
 
you'd be no good at poker—you're too transparent.










4.
 
(of an organization or its activities) open to public scrutiny




•
 
if you had transparent government procurement, corruption would go away.










5.
 


[Physics]

 transmitting heat or other electromagnetic rays without distortion.




6.
 


[Computing]

 (of a process or interface) functioning without the user being aware of its presence.








II.
 
derivatives





transparently

 
/tran(t)ˈsperəntlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a transparently feeble argument

























– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from medieval Latin 
transparent-

 ‘shining through,’ from Latin 
transparere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘through’ + 
parere

 ‘appear.’





transperson

 
/ˈtranzˌpərsən/






noun




a person who is transgender or transsexual




•
 
a female-to-male transperson.



















transpersonal

 
/transˈpərsənl, tranz-/






adjective




of, denoting, or dealing with states or areas of consciousness beyond the limits of personal identity




•
 
transpersonal states of consciousness.



















transphobia

 
/ˌtranzˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




intense dislike of or prejudice against transsexual or transgender people




•
 
more than 120 complaints concerning transphobia in the media were made.














II.
 
derivatives





transphobic

 
/-ˈfōbik /






adjective



















– origin

 1990s: from trans
 2
 + phobia
 .





transpicuous

 
/tranˈspikyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 transparent.




2.
 


‹rare›

 easily understood; lucid.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
transpicuus

 (from Latin 
transpicere

 ‘look through’) + -ous
 .





transpierce

 
/ˌtransˈpirs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 pierce through (someone or something).













transpiration stream

 
/ˌtran(t)spəˈrāSHən ˌstrēm/






noun






[Botany]

 the flow of water through a plant, from the roots to the leaves, via the xylem vessels.













transpire

 
/tran(t)ˈspī(ə)r/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
occur; happen




•
 
I'm going to find out exactly what transpired.










2.
 
prove to be the case




•
 
as it transpired, he was right.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ] (usu. 
it transpires

 )
 — (of a secret or something unknown) come to be known; be revealed




•
 
Yaddo, it transpired, had been under FBI surveillance for some time.










4.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant or leaf) give off water vapor through the stomata.








II.
 
derivatives





transpiration

 
/ˌtran(t)spəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun





transpire
 (
sense

 2)



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘emit as vapor through the surface’): from French 
transpirer

 or medieval Latin 
transpirare

 , from Latin 
trans-

 ‘through’ + 
spirare

 ‘breathe.’ The sense ‘be revealed’ (mid 18th cent.) is a figurative use comparable with ‘leak out.’ / 
usage:

 The common use of 
transpire

 to mean ‘occur, happen’ (I'm going to find out exactly what transpired) is a loose extension of an earlier meaning, ‘come to be known’ (it transpired that Mark had been baptized a Catholic). This loose sense of ‘happen,’ which is now more common in American usage than the sense of ‘come to be known,’ was first recorded in US English toward the end of the 18th century and has been listed in US dictionaries from the 19th century. It is often criticized as jargon, an unnecessarily long word used where occur or happen would do just as well.





transplant





I.
 
verb

 — 
/tran(t)sˈplant /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move or transfer (something) to another place or situation, typically with some effort or upheaval




•
 
his endeavor to transplant people from Russia to the Argentine




•
 (as 
adj.

 
transplanted

 )
 
a transplanted Easterner.










2.
 
replant (a plant) in another place.




3.
 
remove (living tissue or an organ) and implant it in another part of the body or in another body.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtran(t)splant /



1.
 
an operation in which an organ or tissue is transplanted




•
 
a heart transplant




•
 
kidneys available for transplant.










2.
 
an organ or tissue that is transplanted.




3.
 
a plant that has been or is to be transplanted.




4.
 
a person or thing that has been moved to a new place or situation.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transplantable

 
/tran(t)sˈplan(t)əb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
transplantation

 
/ˌtran(t)sˌplanˈtāSHən /






noun













3.
 
transplanter

 
/tran(t)sˈplan(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb describing the repositioning of a plant): from late Latin 
transplantare

 , from Latin 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
plantare

 ‘to plant.’ The noun, first in the sense ‘something or someone moved to a new place,’ dates from the mid 18th cent.





transponder

 
/ˌtranˈspändər/





I.
 
noun




a device for receiving a radio signal and automatically transmitting a different signal.











– origin

 1940s: blend of transmit
 and respond
 , + -er
 1
 .





transpontine

 
/tranˈspänˌtīn tranˈspänˌtin/






adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 on or from the other side of an ocean, in particular the Atlantic.

[late 19th cent.: from trans-
 ‘across’ + Latin 
pontus

 ‘sea’ + -ine
 1
 .]




2.
 


‹dated›

 on or from the other side of a bridge.

[mid 19th cent.: from trans-
 ‘across’ + Latin 
pons

 , 
pont-

 ‘bridge’ + -ine
 1
 .]













transport





I.
 
verb

 — 
/tranˈspôrt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take or carry (people or goods) from one place to another by means of a vehicle, aircraft, or ship




•
 
the bulk of freight traffic was transported by truck.










2.
 
cause (someone) to feel that they are in another place or time




•
 
for a moment she was transported to a warm summer garden on the night of a ball.










3.
 


‹historical›

 send (a convict) to a penal colony.




4.
 
overwhelm (someone) with a strong emotion, especially joy




•
 
she was 
transported with

 pleasure.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtran(t)spôrt /



1.
 
a system or means of conveying people or goods from place to place by means of a vehicle, aircraft, or ship




•
 
many possess their own forms of transport




•
 
air transport.










2.
 
the action of transporting something or the state of being transported




•
 
the transport of crude oil.










3.
 
a large vehicle, ship, or aircraft used to carry troops or stores.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a convict who was transported to a penal colony.




5.
 
(usu. 
transports

 )
 — an overwhelmingly strong emotion




•
 
art can send people into 
transports of

 delight.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
transporter

 or Latin 
transportare

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
portare

 ‘carry.’





transportable

 
/tranˈspôrdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be carried or moved




•
 
the first transportable phones.










2.
 


‹historical›

 (of an offender or an offense) punishable by transportation.








II.
 
noun




a large portable computer or telephone.








III.
 
derivatives





transportability

 
/ˌtran(t)sˌpôrdəˈbilədē /






noun






















transportation

 
/ˌtran(t)spərˈtāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
the action of transporting someone or something or the process of being transported




•
 
the era of global mass transportation.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a system or means of transporting people or goods




•
 
transportation on the site includes a monorail.










3.
 


‹historical›

 the action or practice of transporting convicts to a penal colony.













transporter

 
/tranˈspôrdər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that transports something, in particular




2.
 
a large vehicle used to carry heavy objects, e.g., cars.




3.
 
(in science fiction) a device that conveys people or things instantaneously from one place to another.













transpose

 
/tranˈspōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (two or more things) to change places with each other




•
 
the captions describing the two state flowers were accidentally transposed.










2.
 
transfer to a different place or context




•
 
the problems of civilization are transposed into a rustic setting.










3.
 
write or play (music) in a different key from the original




•
 
the basses are 
transposed down

 an octave.










4.
 


[Mathematics]

 transfer (a term), with its sign changed, to the other side of an equation.








II.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 a matrix obtained from a given matrix by interchanging each row and the corresponding column.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transposable

 
/tran(t)ˈspōzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
transposal

 
/tran(t)ˈspōz(ə)l /






noun













3.
 
transposer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘transform, convert’): from Old French 
transposer

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
poser

 ‘to place.’





transposing instrument






noun




an orchestral instrument whose notated pitch is different from its sounded pitch, e.g., the clarinet and many brass instruments.














transposition

 
/ˌtran(t)spəˈziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of transposing something




•
 
transposition of word order




•
 
a transposition of an old story into a contemporary context.










2.
 
a thing that has been produced by transposing something




•
 
in China, the dragon is a transposition of the serpent.














II.
 
derivatives





transpositional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
transpositio(n-)

 (see trans-
 , position
 ).






transposon

 
/tran(t)sˈpōˌzän/





I.
 
noun






[Genetics]

 a chromosomal segment that can undergo transposition, especially a segment of bacterial DNA that can be translocated as a whole between chromosomal, phage, and plasmid DNA in the absence of a complementary sequence in the host DNA.

Also called jumping gene
 .











– origin

 1970s: from transposition
 + -on
 .





transputer

 
/tran(t)ˈspyo͞odər/





I.
 
noun




a microprocessor with integral memory designed for parallel processing.











– origin

 1970s: blend of transistor
 and computer
 .





transracial

 
/tranzˈrāSHəl, trans-/






adjective




across or crossing racial boundaries.














transsexual

 
/tran(t)(s)ˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who emotionally and psychologically feels that they belong to the opposite sex.




2.
 
a person who has undergone treatment in order to acquire the physical characteristics of the opposite sex.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to transsexuals.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transsexualism

 
/tran(t)(s)ˈsekSH(o͞o)əˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
transsexuality

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oˈalitē /






noun





















transship

 
/tran(t)(s)ˈSHip /

 
tranship





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (cargo) from one ship or other form of transport to another.








II.
 
derivatives





transshipment

 
/tran(t)(s)ˈSHipmənt /






noun





















transsynaptic

 
/ˌtran(s)səˈnaptik, ˌtranz-/






adjective






[Physiology]

 occurring or existing across a nerve synapse.













transubstantiate

 
/ˌtran(t)səbˈstan(t)SHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be transubstantiated

 )


1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 convert (the substance of the Eucharistic elements) into the body and blood of Christ.




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 
‹formal›

 change the form or substance of (something) into something different.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
transubstantiat-

 ‘changed in substance,’ from the verb 
transubstantiare

 , from Latin 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
substantia

 ‘substance.’






transubstantiation

 
/ˌtran(t)səbˌstan(t)SHēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun






[Christian Theology]

 (especially in the Roman Catholic Church) the conversion of the substance of the Eucharistic elements into the body and blood of Christ at consecration, only the appearances of bread and wine still remaining.













transude

 
/tranˈso͞od/





I.
 
verb






‹archaic›

 (with reference to a fluid) discharge or be discharged gradually through pores in a membrane, especially within the body.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transudate

 
/ˈtransəˌdāt /






noun













2.
 
transudation

 
/ˌtran(t)səˈdāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
transsuder

 (in Old French 
tressuer

 ), from Latin 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
sudare

 ‘to sweat.’





transuranic

 
/ˌtrantzyo͝oˈranik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an element) having a higher atomic number than uranium (92).













transurethral

 
/ˌtransyo͝oˈrēTHrəl, ˌtranz-/






adjective




(of a medical procedure) performed via the urethra.













Transvaal

 
/tranzˈväl /

 
the Transvaal






a former province in northeastern South Africa, north of the Vaal River. Resistance to Britain's annexation of Transvaal in 1877 led to the Boer Wars, after which the Transvaal became a Crown Colony. It became a founding province of the Union of South Africa in 1910 and in 1994 was divided into the provinces of Northern Transvaal, Eastern Transvaal, Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging, and the eastern part of North-West Province.









Transvaal daisy






noun




a South African gerbera, grown for its large brightly colored daisylike flowers.

[
Gerbera jamesonii

 , family 
Compositae

 .]













transvalue

 
/transˈvalyo͞o, tranz-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent (something, typically an idea, custom, or quality) in a different way, altering people's judgment of or reaction to it




•
 
survival strategies are aesthetically 
transvalued into

 weapons of attack.














II.
 
derivatives





transvaluation

 
/ˌtransvalyo͞oˈāSHən, ˌtranz- /






noun





















transversal

 
/transˈvərsəl tranzˈvərsəl /

 

‹Geometry›






I.
 
adjective




(of a line) intersecting a system of lines.








II.
 
noun




a transversal line.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transversality

 
/ˌtransvərˈsalitē, ˌtranz- /






noun













2.
 
transversally

 
/tranzˈvərsəlē tran(t)sˈvərsəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a synonym of transverse
 ): from medieval Latin 
transversalis

 , from Latin 
transversus

 ‘lying across.’






transverse

 
/transˈvərs tranzˈvərs/





I.
 
adjective




situated or extending across something




•
 
a transverse beam supports the dashboard.














II.
 
derivatives





transversely

 
/tranzˈvərslē tran(t)sˈvərslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
transversus

 ‘turned across,’ past participle of 
transvertere

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





transverse colon






noun






[Anatomy]

 the middle part of the large intestine, passing across the abdomen from right to left below the stomach.













transverse flute






noun




a flute that is held horizontally when played, e.g., the modern flute as opposed to the recorder.













transverse magnet






noun




a magnet with poles at the sides and not the ends.













transverse process






noun






[Anatomy]

 a lateral process of a vertebra.













Transverse Ranges






a term for various mountain ranges that cross southern California and are often considered the divider between north and south.

See also Tehachapi Mountains
 .









transverse wave






noun






[Physics]

 a wave vibrating at right angles to the direction of its propagation.













transvestite

 
/transˈvesˌtīt tranzˈvesˌtīt/





I.
 
noun




a person, typically a man, who derives pleasure from dressing in clothes appropriate to the opposite sex.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
transvestism

 
/tranzˈvesˌtizəm tran(t)sˈvesˌtizəm /






noun













2.
 
transvestist

 
/tranzˈvestəst tran(t)sˈvestəst /






noun, adjective




(
 — 

‹dated›















3.
 
transvestitism

 
/-tiˌtizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from German 
Transvestit

 , from Latin 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
vestire

 ‘clothe.’





transwoman

 
/ˈtranzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a male-to-female transsexual.













Transylvania

 
/ˌtran(t)səlˈvānyə/





I.
 
a large tableland region of northwestern Romania, separated from the rest of the country by the Carpathian Mountains and the Transylvanian Alps. Part of Hungary until it became a principality of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century, it was returned to Hungary at the end of the 17th century and was incorporated into Romania in 1918.




II.
 
(in US history) an unrecognized fourteenth colony that was proposed in the 1770s in what is now central Kentucky and neighboring Tennessee.







– origin

 based on Latin 
trans

 ‘across, beyond’ + 
silva

 ‘forest.’





Transylvanian

 
/ˌtransəlˈvānēən ˌtranzəlˈvānēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Romanian region of Transylvania or its inhabitants




•
 
I expected him to speak with a Transylvanian accent.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Romanian region of Transylvania




•
 
Transylvanians have a strong sense of their distinctness and identity.




















trap1


 
/trap/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device or enclosure designed to catch and retain animals, typically by allowing entry but not exit or by catching hold of a part of the body.




2.
 
a curve in the waste pipe from a bathtub, sink, or toilet that is always full of liquid and prevents gases from coming up the pipe into the building.




3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a container or device used to collect a specified thing




•
 
one fuel filter and water trap are sufficient on the fuel system.










4.
 
a bunker or other hollow on a golf course.




5.
 
the compartment from which a greyhound is released at the start of a race.




6.
 
a situation in which people lie in wait to make a surprise attack




•
 
police deliberately herded 400 demonstrators into a trap and then attacked and arrested them.










7.
 
an unpleasant situation from which it is hard to escape




•
 
they 
fell into the trap

 of relying too little on equity financing.










8.
 
a trick by which someone is misled into acting contrary to their interests or intentions




•
 
by keeping quiet I was 
walking into a trap

 .










9.
 
a device for hurling an object such as a clay pigeon into the air to be shot at.




10.
 
(in the game of trapball) the shoe-shaped device that is hit with a bat to send the ball into the air.




11.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a light, two-wheeled carriage pulled by a horse or pony.




12.
 
short for trapdoor
 .




13.
 


‹informal›

 a person's mouth (used in expressions to do with speaking)




•
 
keep your trap shut!










14.
 
(usu. 
traps

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 percussion instruments, typically in a jazz band.




15.
 


[Baseball]

 
[Football]

 an act of trapping the ball.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
catch (an animal) in a trap.




2.
 
prevent (someone) from escaping from a place




•
 
twenty workers were trapped by flames.










3.
 
have (something, typically a part of the body) held tightly by something so that it cannot move or be freed




•
 
he had trapped his finger in a spring-loaded hinge.










4.
 
induce (someone), by means of trickery or deception, to do something they would not otherwise want to do




•
 
I hoped to 
trap

 him 
into

 an admission.










5.
 


[Baseball]

 
[Football]

 catch (the ball) after it has briefly touched the ground.




6.
 


[Soccer]

 bring (the ball) under control with the feet or other part of the body on receiving it.








III.
 
derivatives





traplike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
træppe

 (in 
coltetræppe

 ‘Christ's thorn’); related to Middle Dutch 
trappe

 and medieval Latin 
trappa

 , of uncertain origin. The verb dates from late Middle English.






trap2


 
/trap/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
trapped

 )


1.
 


‹archaic›

 put trappings on (a horse, etc.)




•
 
gaily trapped mules.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from the obsolete noun 
trap

 ‘trappings,’ from Old French 
drap

 ‘drape.’





trap3


 
/trap /

 
traprock





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 basalt or a similar dark, fine-grained igneous rock.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Swedish 
trapp

 , from 
trappa

 ‘stair’ (because of the often stairlike appearance of its outcroppings).





trapball

 
/ˈtrapbôl/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a game in which the player uses a bat to hit a trap (see trap
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)) to send a ball into the air and then hits the ball itself.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the ball used in the game of trapball.













trap crop






noun




a crop planted to attract insect pests from another crop, especially one in which the pests fail to survive or reproduce.














trapdoor

 
/ˈtrapdôr /

 
trap door






noun



1.
 
a hinged or removable panel in a floor, ceiling, or roof.




2.
 
a feature or defect of a computer system that allows surreptitious unauthorized access to data.













trapes

 
/trāps/






verb, noun




archaic spelling of traipse
 .













trapeze

 
/trəˈpēz traˈpēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
flying trapeze

 )
 — a horizontal bar hanging by two ropes (usually high in the air) and free to swing, used by acrobats in a circus.




2.
 


[Sailing]

 a harness attached by a cable to a dinghy's mast, enabling a sailor to balance the boat by leaning backward out over the windward side.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
trapèze

 , from late Latin 
trapezium

 (see trapezium
 ).






trapezium

 
/trəˈpēzēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Geometry]

 a type of quadrilateral.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a quadrilateral with no sides parallel.

Compare with trapezoid
 .




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a quadrilateral with one pair of sides parallel.




4.
 
(also 
os trapezium

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a bone in the wrist below the base of the thumb.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
trapezion

 , from 
trapeza

 ‘table.’ The term has been used in anatomy since the mid 19th cent.





Trapezium

 
/trəˈpēzēəm/





(
the Trapezium

 )


1.
 


[Astronomy]

 the multiple star Theta Orionis, which lies within the Great Nebula of Orion and illuminates it. Four stars are visible in a small telescope and two more with a larger telescope.













trapezius

 
/trəˈpēzēəs /

 
trapezius muscle





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 either of a pair of large triangular muscles extending over the back of the neck and shoulders and moving the head and shoulder blade.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
trapezion

 ‘trapezium’ (because of the shape formed by the muscles).





trapezohedron

 
/trəˌpēzōˈhēdrən, ˌtrapizō-/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure whose faces are trapeziums or trapezoids.








II.
 
derivatives





trapezohedral

 
/-drəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from trapezium
 + -hedron
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polyhedron

 .






trapezoid

 
/ˈtrapəˌzoid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a quadrilateral with only one pair of parallel sides.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a quadrilateral with no sides parallel.

Compare with trapezium
 .




3.
 
(also 
trapezoid bone

 )
 — 

[Anatomy]

 a small carpal bone in the base of the hand, articulating with the metacarpal of the index finger.








II.
 
derivatives





trapezoidal

 
/ˌtrapəˈzoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
trapezoides

 , from late Greek 
trapezoeidēs

 , from 
trapeza

 ‘table’ (see trapezium
 ).





trapline

 
/ˈtraplīn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a series of traps for game.













trapper

 
/ˈtrapər/






noun




a person who traps wild animals, especially for their fur.














trappings

 
/ˈtrapiNGz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 
the outward signs, features, or objects associated with a particular situation, role, or thing




•
 
I had the trappings of success.










2.
 
a horse's ornamental harness.











– origin

 late Middle English: derivative of trap
 2
 .





Trappist

 
/ˈtrapəst/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a branch of the Cistercian order of monks founded in 1664 and noted for an austere rule that includes remaining silent for much of the time.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Trappist order.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
trappiste

 , from 
La Trappe

 in Normandy.





traps

 
/traps/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 personal belongings; baggage




•
 
I was ready to pack my traps and leave.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps a contraction of trappings
 .





trapshooting

 
/ˈtrapˌSHo͞odiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport of shooting at clay pigeons released from a spring trap.








II.
 
derivatives





trapshooter

 
/ˈtrapˌSHo͞odər /






noun





















trash

 
/traSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 discarded matter; refuse.




2.
 
cultural items, ideas, or objects of poor quality




•
 
if they read at all, they read trash.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person or people regarded as being of very low social standing




•
 
she would have been considered trash.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 damage or wreck




•
 
my apartment's been totally trashed.










2.
 
discard




•
 
they trashed the tapes and sent her back into the studio.










3.
 


[Computing]

 kill (a file or process) or wipe (a disk)




•
 
she almost trashed the email window.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 criticize severely




•
 
trade associations trashed the legislation as deficient.










5.
 
(as 
adj.

 
trashed

 )
 — intoxicated with alcohol or drugs




•
 
there was pot, there was booze, but nobody really got trashed.










6.
 
strip (sugar cane) of its outer leaves to ripen it faster.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin. The verb is first recorded (mid 18th cent.) in 
sense

 2 
of the

 verb; the other senses have arisen in the 20th cent.





trash can

 
/traSH kan/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for garbage can
 .













trash talk

 

‹US informal›


 
trash talking





I.
 
noun




insulting or boastful speech intended to demoralize, intimidate, or humiliate someone, especially an opponent in an athletic contest




•
 
he heard more trash talk from the Giants before the game than during the game




•
 
stop the trash talking and stop the violence.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
trash-talk

 )


1.
 
use insulting or boastful speech intended to demoralize




•
 
their players do not swear or tussle or trash-talk




•
 (as 
adj.

 
trash-talking

 )
 
the worst trash-talking team they had ever encountered.














III.
 
derivatives





trash talker

 
trash-talker






noun





















trashy

 
/ˈtraSHē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of items of popular culture) of poor quality




•
 
trashy novels and formulaic movies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trashily

 
/ˈtraSHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
trashiness

 
/ˈtraSHēnəs /






noun





















trass

 
/tras/





I.
 
noun




a light-colored variety of volcanic ash resembling pozzolana, used in making water-resistant cement.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dutch 
tras

 , German 
Trass

 , based on Latin 
terra

 ‘earth.’





trattoria

 
/ˌträdəˈrēə/





I.
 
noun




an Italian restaurant serving simple food.











– origin

 Italian.






trauma

 
/ˈtroumə ˈtrômə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a deeply distressing or disturbing experience




•
 
a personal trauma like the death of a child.










2.
 
emotional shock following a stressful event or a physical injury, which may be associated with physical shock and sometimes leads to long-term neurosis.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 physical injury.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘wound.’





traumatic

 
/trəˈmadik trouˈmadik trôˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
emotionally disturbing or distressing




•
 
she was going through a traumatic divorce.










2.
 
relating to or causing psychological trauma.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting physical injury.








II.
 
derivatives





traumatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
traumatikos

 , from 
trauma

 (see trauma
 ).





traumatism

 
/ˈtrôməˌtizəm ˈtrouməˌtizəm/






noun






‹chiefly technical›

 a traumatic effect or condition.













traumatize

 
/ˈtrouməˌtīz ˈtrôməˌtīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to lasting shock as a result of an emotionally disturbing experience or physical injury




•
 
the children were traumatized by separation from their families.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 cause physical injury to




•
 
the dressings can be removed without traumatizing newly formed tissue.














II.
 
derivatives





traumatization

 
/ˌtroumətiˈzāSHən, ˌtrô- /






noun





















trav.






abbreviation



1.
 
traveler.




2.
 
travels.














travail

 
/trəˈvā(ə)l ˈtraˌvāl /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun

 — (also 
travails

 )


1.
 
painful or laborious effort




•
 
advice for those who wish to save great sorrow and travail.










2.
 
labor pains




•
 
a woman in travail.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in painful or laborious effort.




2.
 
(of a woman) be in labor.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
trepalium

 ‘instrument of torture,’ from Latin 
tres

 ‘three’ + 
palus

 ‘stake.’






travel

 
/ˈtravəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make a journey, typically of some length or abroad




•
 
the vessel had been traveling from Libya to Ireland




•
 
we traveled thousands of miles.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — journey along (a road) or through (a region)




•
 
he traveled the world with the army.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
traveling

 )
 — go or be moved from place to place




•
 
a traveling exhibition.










4.
 


‹informal›

 resist motion sickness, damage, or some other impairment on a journey




•
 
he usually 
travels well

 .










5.
 
be enjoyed or successful away from the place of origin




•
 
accordion music travels well.










6.
 


‹dated›

 go from place to place as a sales representative




•
 
he traveled for a shoe company through Mississippi.










7.
 
(of an object or radiation) move, typically in a constant or predictable way




•
 
light travels faster than sound.










8.
 


‹informal›

 (especially of a vehicle) move quickly.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Basketball]

 take more than the allowed number of steps (typically two) while holding the ball without dribbling it.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of traveling, typically abroad




•
 
I have a job that involves a lot of travel.










2.
 
(
travels

 )
 — journeys, especially long or exotic ones




•
 
perhaps you'll write a book about your travels.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — (of a device) designed so as to be sufficiently compact for use on a journey




•
 
a travel iron.










4.
 
the range, rate, or mode of motion of a part of a machine.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of travail
 and originally in the same sense.





travel agency

 
/ˈtravəl ˈājənsē /

 
travel bureau





I.
 
noun




an agency that makes the necessary arrangements for travelers, especially the booking of airline tickets and hotel rooms.








II.
 
derivatives





travel agent

 
/ˈtravəl ˌājənt /






noun





















travelator

 
/ˈtravəlādər /

 
travolator
 , 

‹trademark›

 Trav-o-lator





I.
 
noun




a moving walkway, typically at an airport.











– origin

 1950s: from travel
 , suggested by escalator
 .





travel card

 
/ˈtravəl kärd/






noun




a prepaid card allowing unlimited travel on buses or trains for a specified period of time




•
 
a one-day travel card.



















traveled

 
/ˈtravəld/






adjective

 — [with 
submodifier

 or in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
having traveled to many places




•
 
he was widely traveled.










2.
 
used by people traveling




•
 
a less well-traveled route.



















traveler

 
/ˈtrav(ə)lər /

 


‹Brit.›

 traveller






noun




a person who is traveling or who often travels.













traveler's check

 
/ˈtrav(ə)lərz ˌCHek/






noun




a check for a fixed amount that can be cashed or used in payment after endorsement with the holder's signature.













traveler's joy






noun




a tall scrambling clematis with small fragrant flowers and tufts of gray hairs around the seeds. Native to Eurasia and North Africa, it grows chiefly on calcareous soils.

Also called old man's beard
 . [
Clematis vitalba

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













traveler's tale






noun




a story about the unusual characteristics or customs of a foreign country, regarded as probably exaggerated or untrue.













traveling crane






noun




a crane able to move on rails, especially along an overhead support.













traveling people






plural noun




people whose lifestyle is nomadic, for example gypsies (a term typically used by such people of themselves).













traveling salesman

 
/ˈtrav(ə)liNG ˈsālzmən/






noun




a representative of a company who visits stores and other businesses to show samples and gain orders.













traveling salesman problem






noun




a mathematical problem in which one tries to find the shortest route that passes through each of a set of points once and only once.














traveling wave






noun






[Physics]

 a wave in which the medium moves in the direction of propagation.













travelogue

 
/ˈtravəˌlôɡ/





I.
 
noun




a movie, book, or illustrated lecture about the places visited and experiences encountered by a traveler.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from travel
 , on the pattern of 
monologue

 .





travel writer






noun




a person who writes about places they have visited and their experiences while traveling




•
 
an article about Hebron by the acclaimed travel writer Dervla Murphy.



















travel writing






noun




a genre of writing in which the author describes places they have visited and their experiences while traveling




•
 
his books about the Greek islands are some of the best travel writing of the twentieth century.




















travers

 
/ˈtravərs, trəˈvərs /

 
traverse





I.
 
noun




a movement performed in dressage, in which the horse moves parallel to the side of the arena, with its shoulders carried closer to the wall than its hindquarters and its body curved toward the center.











– origin

 French, from 
pied de travers

 ‘foot askew.’






traverse

 
/trəˈvərs/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
travel across or through




•
 
he traversed the forest.










2.
 
extend across or through




•
 
a moving catwalk that traversed a vast cavernous space.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cross a hill or mountain by means of a series of sideways movements from one practicable line of ascent or descent to another




•
 
I often use this route, eventually traversing around the cliff.










4.
 
ski diagonally across (a slope), with only a slight descent.




5.
 
consider or discuss the whole extent of (a subject)




•
 
he would traverse a number of subjects and disciplines.










6.
 
move (something) back and forth or sideways




•
 
a probe is traversed along the tunnel.










7.
 
turn (a large gun or other device on a pivot) to face a different direction.




8.
 


[Law]

 deny (an allegation) in pleading.




9.
 


‹archaic›

 oppose or thwart (a plan).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of traversing something.




2.
 
a hill or mountain where traversing is necessary




•
 
a narrow traverse made lethal by snow and ice.










3.
 
a movement following a diagonal course made by a skier descending a slope.




4.
 
a zigzag course followed by a ship because winds or currents prevent it from sailing directly toward its destination.




5.
 
a part of a structure that extends or is fixed across something.




6.
 
a gallery extending from side to side of a church or other building.




7.
 
a mechanism enabling a large gun to be turned to face a different direction.




8.
 
the sideways movement of a part in a machine.




9.
 
a single line of survey, usually plotted from compass bearings and chained or paced distances between angular points.




10.
 
a tract surveyed by traversing.




11.
 


[Military]

 a pair of right-angled bends incorporated in a trench to avoid enfilading fire.




12.
 
variant spelling of travers
 .








III.
 
adjective




(of a curtain rod) allowing the curtain to be opened and closed by sliding it along the rod.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
traversable

 
/trəˈvərsəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
traversal

 
/trəˈvərs(ə)l /






noun













3.
 
traverser

 
/trəˈvərsər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 3 
of the

 verb): from Old French 
traverser

 , from late Latin 
traversare

 ; the noun is from Old French 
travers

 (masculine), 
traverse

 (feminine), partly based on 
traverser

 .





travertine

 
/ˈtravərtēn ˈtravərtən/





I.
 
noun




white or light-colored calcareous rock deposited from mineral springs, used in building.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian 
travertino

 , 
tivertino

 , from Latin 
tiburtinus

 ‘of Tibur’ (now Tivoli, a district near Rome).





travesty

 
/ˈtravəstē/





I.
 
noun




a false, absurd, or distorted representation of something




•
 
the absurdly lenient sentence is 
a travesty of

 justice.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
represent in a false or distorted way




•
 
Michael has betrayed the family by travestying them in his plays.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘dressed to appear ridiculous’): from French 
travesti

 ‘disguised,’ past participle of 
travestir

 , from Italian 
travestire

 , from 
trans-

 ‘across’ + 
vestire

 ‘clothe.’





travois

 
/trəˈvoi, ˈtravˌoi/





I.
 
noun




a type of sled formerly used by North American Indians to carry goods, consisting of two joined poles dragged by a horse or dog.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of synonymous 
travail

 , from French.






trawl

 
/trôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fish with a trawl net or seine




•
 
the boats 
trawled for

 flounder




•
 (as 
noun

 
trawling

 )
 
restrictions on excessive trawling were urgently needed.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — catch with a trawl net.




3.
 
sift through as part of a search




•
 
they 
trawled through

 twenty-five-year-old confidential files




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he trawled his memory and remembered locking the door.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — drag or trail (something) through water or other liquid




•
 
she trawled a toe to test the temperature.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of fishing with a trawl net




•
 
they had caught two trout on the lazy trawl.










2.
 
an act of sifting through something as part of a search




•
 
we did a trawl of supermarkets and health-food stores




•
 
a constant 
trawl for

 information.










3.
 
(also 
trawl net

 )
 — a large wide-mouthed fishing net dragged by a vessel along the bottom or in the midwater of the sea or a lake.




4.
 
(also 
trawl line

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 another term for longline
 .











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): probably from Middle Dutch 
traghelen

 ‘to drag’ (related to 
traghel

 ‘dragnet’), perhaps from Latin 
tragula

 ‘dragnet.’





trawler

 
/ˈtrôlər/






noun




a fishing boat used for trawling.













tray

 
/trā/





I.
 
noun




a flat, shallow container with a raised rim, typically used for carrying food and drink, or for holding small items.








II.
 
derivatives





trayful

 
/ˈtrāˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
trīg

 , from the Germanic base of tree
 ; the primary sense may have been ‘wooden container.’





tray bake






noun






(Brit.)

 a type of cake or similar sweet food that is baked in a square or rectangular container and cut into individual pieces for serving




•
 
have fun baking cakes, cookies, tray bakes, and muffins.




















trayf

 
/trāf /

 
treyf
 , treyfa





I.
 
adjective




(of food) not satisfying the requirements of Jewish law




•
 
I asked her if she ever ate food that was trayf.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Hebrew 
ṭĕrēp̱āh

 ‘the flesh of an animal torn or mauled,’ from 
ṭārap̱

 ‘rend.’





treacherous

 
/ˈtreCH(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
guilty of or involving betrayal or deception




•
 
a treacherous Gestapo agent




•
 
memory is particularly treacherous.










2.
 
(of ground, water, conditions, etc.) hazardous because of presenting hidden or unpredictable dangers




•
 
a vacationer was swept away by treacherous currents.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
treacherously

 
/ˈtreCH(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
treacherousness

 
/ˈtreCH(ə)rəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘involving betrayal’): from Old French 
trecherous

 , from 
trecheor

 ‘a cheat,’ from 
trechier

 ‘to cheat.’





treachery

 
/ˈtreCH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




betrayal of trust; deceptive action or nature




•
 
his resignation was perceived as an act of treachery




•
 
the treachery of language.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trecherie

 , from 
trechier

 ‘to cheat.’






treacle

 
/ˈtrēk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
British term for molasses
 .




2.
 
cloying sentimentality or flattery




•
 
enough of this treacle—let's get back to business.














II.
 
derivatives





treacly

 
/ˈtrēk(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting an antidote against venom): from Old French 
triacle

 , via Latin from Greek 
thēriakē

 ‘antidote against venom,’ feminine of 
thēriakos

 (adjective), from 
thērion

 ‘wild beast.’ The sense ‘molasses’ dates from the late 17th cent.; ‘sentimentality’ arose in the late 18th cent.






tread

 
/tred/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk in a specified way




•
 
he trod lightly, trying to make as little contact with the mud as possible




•
 


‹figurative›

 the administration had to 
tread carefully

 so as not to offend the judiciary.










2.
 
(
tread on

 )
 — set one's foot down on top of.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — walk on or along




•
 
shoppers will soon be treading the floors of the new shopping mall.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — press down into the ground or another surface with the feet




•
 
food and cigarette butts had been 
trodden into

 the carpet.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — crush or flatten something with the feet




•
 
the snow had been 
trodden down

 by the horses




•
 (as 
adj.

 
trodden

 )
 
she stood on the floor of trodden earth.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a manner or the sound of someone walking




•
 
I heard the heavy tread of Dad's boots.










2.
 
the top surface of a step or stair.




3.
 
the thick molded part of a vehicle tire that grips the road.




4.
 
the part of a wheel that touches the ground or rail.




5.
 
the upper surface of a railroad track, in contact with the wheels.




6.
 
the part of the sole of a shoe that rests on the ground.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
tread the boards (or stage)






see board
 .









2.
 
tread on someone's toes






see step on someone's toes
 at step
 .









3.
 
tread water





a.
 
(
past

 treaded water or trod water)
 — maintain an upright position in deep water by moving the feet with a walking movement and the hands with a downward circular motion.




b.
 
fail to advance or make progress




•
 
men who are treading water in their careers.


















IV.
 
derivatives





treader






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
tredan

 (as a verb); related to Dutch 
treden

 and German 
treten

 .





treaded

 
/ˈtredəd/






adjective




(of a tire or shoe) having a tread




•
 
treaded or smooth tires




•
 
wear suitable boots with a treaded sole.



















treadle

 
/ˈtredl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lever worked by the foot that imparts motion to a machine.




2.
 
any of a row of metal spikes set on an angle on a spring within a plate laid across the entrance or exit of a parking facility, used to prevent drivers from using the facility without paying.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
operate (a machine) using a treadle.











– origin

 Old English 
tredel

 ‘stair, step’ (see tread
 ).





treadmill

 
/ˈtredˌmil/






noun



1.
 
a device formerly used for driving machinery, consisting of a large wheel with steps fitted into its inner surface. It was turned by the weight of people or animals treading the steps.




2.
 
an exercise machine, typically with a continuous belt, that allows one to walk or run in place.




3.
 
a job or situation that is tiring, boring, or unpleasant and from which it is hard to escape




•
 
the soulless treadmill of urban existence.



















treas.






abbreviation



1.
 
treasurer.




2.
 
(also 
Treas.

 )
 — Treasury.













treason

 
/ˈtrēzən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the crime of betraying one's country, especially by attempting to kill the sovereign or overthrow the government




•
 
they were convicted of treason.










2.
 
the action of betraying someone or something




•
 
doubt is the ultimate treason against faith.










3.
 
(
petty treason

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the crime of murdering someone to whom the murderer owed allegiance, such as a master or husband.








II.
 
derivatives





treasonous

 
/ˈtrēzənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
treisoun

 , from Latin 
traditio(n-)

 ‘handing over,’ from the verb 
tradere

 . / 
usage:

 Formerly, there were two types of crime to which the term 
treason

 was applied: 
petty treason

 (the crime of murdering one's master) and 
high treason

 (the crime of betraying one's country). As a classification of offense, the crime of 
petty treason

 was abolished in 1828. In modern use, the term 
high treason

 is now often simply called 
treason

 .





treasonable

 
/ˈtrēzənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of an offense or offender) punishable as treason or as committing treason




•
 
there was no evidence of treasonable activity.














II.
 
derivatives





treasonably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















treasure

 
/ˈtreZHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of precious metals, gems, or other valuable objects.




2.
 
a very valuable object




•
 
she set out to look at the art treasures.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person whom the speaker loves or who is valued for the assistance they can give




•
 
the housekeeper is a real treasure—I don't know what he would do without her.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep carefully (a valuable or valued item).




2.
 
value highly




•
 
the island is treasured by walkers and conservationists




•
 (as 
adj.

 
treasured

 )
 
his library was his most treasured possession.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tresor

 , based on Greek 
thēsauros

 (see thesaurus
 ).





treasure hunt

 
/ˈtreZHər hənt/






noun



1.
 
a search for treasure.




2.
 
a game in which players search for hidden objects by following a trail of clues.













treasurer

 
/ˈtreZH(ə)rər/





I.
 
noun




a person appointed to administer or manage the financial assets and liabilities of a society, company, local authority, or other body.








II.
 
derivatives





treasurership

 
/ˈtreZH(ə)rərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tresorier

 , from 
tresor

 (see treasure
 ), influenced by late Latin 
thesaurarius

 .





Treasure State






a nickname for the state of Montana
 .










treasure trove

 
/ˈtreZHər ˌtrōv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
valuables of unknown ownership that are found hidden, in some cases declared the property of the finder.




2.
 
a hidden store of valuable or delightful things




•
 
your book is a treasure trove of unspeakable delights.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
tresor trové

 , literally ‘found treasure.’





treasury

 
/ˈtreZH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the funds or revenue of a government, corporation, or institution




•
 
the country's pledge not to spend more than it has in its treasury.










2.
 
(
Treasury

 )
 — (in some countries) the government department responsible for budgeting for and controlling public expenditure, management of the national debt, and the overall management of the economy.




3.
 
a place or building where treasure is stored.




4.
 
a store or collection of valuable or delightful things




•
 
the old town is a treasury of ancient monuments.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tresorie

 (see treasure
 ).






Treasury bill

 
/ˈtreZH(ə)rē bil/






noun




a short-dated government security, yielding no interest but issued at a discount on its redemption price.














Treasury bond

 
/ˈtreZH(ə)rē bänd/






noun




a government bond issued by the US Treasury.













Treasury note

 
/ˈtreZH(ə)rē nōt/






noun




a note issued by the US Treasury for use as currency.














treat

 
/trēt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
behave toward or deal with in a certain way




•
 
she had been brutally treated




•
 
he 
treated her with

 grave courtesy.










2.
 
(
treat something as

 )
 — regard something as being of a specified nature with implications for one's actions concerning it




•
 
the names are being treated as classified information.










3.
 
give medical care or attention to; try to heal or cure




•
 
the two were 
treated for

 cuts and bruises.










4.
 
apply a process or a substance to (something) to protect or preserve it or to give it particular properties




•
 
linen creases badly unless it is 
treated with

 the appropriate finish.










5.
 
present or discuss (a subject)




•
 
the lectures show a striking variation in the level at which subjects are treated.










6.
 
(
treat someone to

 )
 — provide someone with (food, drink, or entertainment) at one's own expense




•
 
the old man had treated him to a drink or two.










7.
 
give someone (something) as a favor




•
 
he treated her to one of his smiles.










8.
 
(
treat oneself

 )
 — do or have something that gives one great pleasure




•
 
treat yourself—you can diet tomorrow.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — negotiate terms with someone, especially an opponent




•
 
propagandists claimed that he was 
treating with

 the enemy.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an event or item that is out of the ordinary and gives great pleasure




•
 
he wanted to take her to the movies as a treat.










2.
 
used with a possessive adjective to indicate that the person specified is paying for food, entertainment, etc., for someone else




•
 
“My treat,” he insisted, reaching for the bill.














III.
 
phrases





—— a treat





a.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used to indicate that someone or something does something specified very well or satisfactorily




•
 
their tactics worked a treat.










b.
 
used to indicate that someone is looking attractive




•
 
I don't know whether she can act, but she 
looks a treat

 .


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
treatable

 
/ˈtrēdəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
treater






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘negotiate’ and ‘discuss (a subject)’): from Old French 
traitier

 , from Latin 
tractare

 ‘handle,’ frequentative of 
trahere

 ‘draw, pull.’ The current noun sense dates from the mid 17th cent.





treatise

 
/ˈtrēdis/





I.
 
noun




a written work dealing formally and systematically with a subject




•
 
a comprehensive 
treatise on

 electricity and magnetism.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
tretis

 , from Old French 
traitier

 (see treat
 ).





treatment

 
/ˈtrētmənt/






noun



1.
 
the manner in which someone behaves toward or deals with someone or something




•
 
the directive required equal treatment for men and women.










2.
 
medical care given to a patient for an illness or injury




•
 
I'm receiving 
treatment for

 an injured shoulder.










3.
 
a session of medical care or the administration of a dose of medicine




•
 
the patient was given repeated treatments as required.










4.
 
the use of a chemical, physical, or biological agent to preserve or give particular properties to something




•
 
the treatment of hazardous waste is particularly expensive.










5.
 
the presentation or discussion of a subject




•
 
analysis of the treatment of women in her painting.










6.
 
(
the full treatment

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 used to indicate that something is done enthusiastically, vigorously, or to an extreme degree




•
 
I gave them the full treatment, and they were just falling over themselves.



















treaty

 
/ˈtrēdē/





I.
 
noun




a formally concluded and ratified agreement between countries.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
traite

 , from Latin 
tractatus

 ‘treatise’ (see tractate
 ).





treaty port






noun






‹historical›

 a port bound by treaty to be open to foreign trade, especially in 19th- and early-20th-century China and Japan.













Trebbiano

 
/trebˈyänō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape widely cultivated in Italy and elsewhere.




2.
 
a wine made from the Trebbiano grape.











– origin

 Italian, from the name of the 
Trebbia

 River, in northern central Italy.






Trebizond

 
/ˈtrebəˌzänd/






another name for Trabzon
 .










treble1


 
/ˈtrebəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of three parts; threefold




•
 
the fish were caught with large treble hooks dragged through the water.










2.
 
multiplied or occurring three times




•
 
she turned back to make a double and treble check.














II.
 
predeterminer




three times as much or as many




•
 
the tip was at least treble what she would normally have given.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a threefold quantity or thing, in particular




2.
 
(in show jumping) a fence consisting of three elements.




3.
 
a crochet stitch made with three loops of wool on the hook at a time.




4.
 
a drink of liquor of three times the standard measure.








IV.
 
pronoun




a number or amount that is three times as large as a contrasting or usual number or amount




•
 
by virtue of having paid treble, he had a double room to himself.














V.
 
verb




make or become three times as large or numerous


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
rents were doubled and probably trebled




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his salary has trebled in a couple of years.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
triplus

 (see triple
 ).





treble2


 
/ˈtrebəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a high-pitched voice, especially a boy's singing voice.




2.
 
a boy or girl with a treble voice.




3.
 
a part written for a high voice or an instrument of a high pitch.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a relatively high-pitched member of a family of similar instruments




•
 
a treble viol.










5.
 
(also 
treble bell

 )
 — the smallest and highest-pitched bell of a set.




6.
 
the high-frequency output of an audio system or radio, corresponding to the treble in music.











– origin

 late Middle English: from treble
 1
 , because it was the highest part in a three-part contrapuntal composition.





treble clef

 
/ˈtrebəl ˌklef/






noun




a clef placing G above middle C on the second-lowest line of the staff.













Treblinka

 
/trəˈbliNGkə, tre-/






a Nazi concentration camp in Poland during World War II, where a great many of the Jews of the Warsaw ghetto were murdered.









trebly

 
/ˈtreblē/





I.
 
adjective




(of sound, especially recorded music) having much or excessive treble.








II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
three times as much




•
 
to Katherine, the house was trebly impressive.



















trebuchet

 
/ˌtrebyəˈSHet/





I.
 
noun




a machine used in medieval siege warfare for hurling large stones or other missiles.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
trebucher

 ‘overthrow.’





trecento

 
/trāˈCHen(t)ō/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the trecento

 )


1.
 
the 14th century as a period of Italian art, architecture, or literature.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘300,’ shortened from 
milletrecento

 ‘1300,’ used with reference to the years 1300–99.






tree

 
/trē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woody perennial plant, typically having a single stem or trunk growing to a considerable height and bearing lateral branches at some distance from the ground.

Compare with shrub
 1
 .




2.
 
(in general use) any bush, shrub, or herbaceous plant with a tall erect stem, e.g., a banana plant.




3.
 
a wooden structure or part of a structure.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a gallows or gibbet.




6.
 
a thing that has a branching structure resembling that of a tree.




7.
 
(also 
tree diagram

 )
 — a diagram with a structure of branching connecting lines, representing different processes and relationships.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 force (a hunted animal) to take refuge in a tree.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 force (someone) into a difficult situation.




3.
 
(as 
adj.

 
treed

 )
 — (of an area) planted with trees




•
 
sparsely treed grasslands.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
out of one's tree








‹informal›

 completely stupid; insane.









2.
 
up a tree








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 in a difficult situation without escape; cornered.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
treeless

 
/ˈtrēləs /






adjective













2.
 
treelessness






noun













3.
 
treelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
trēow

 , 
trēo

 : from a Germanic variant of an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
doru

 ‘wood, spear,’ 
drus

 ‘oak.’





tree calf






noun




calfskin stained with a treelike design and used in bookbinding.













tree-covered

 
/ˈtrēˌkəvərd/






adjective




(of an area of land) covered with trees




•
 
lush, tree-covered mountains




•
 
country now so tree-covered and altered one cannot get one's bearings.



















treecreeper

 
/ˈtrēˌkrēpər/






noun




a small songbird with drab plumage and a down-curved bill that creeps around on the trunks of trees to search for insects.

Compare with creeper
 (
sense

 2). [● a Eurasian and North American bird (
Certhia

 , family 
Certhiidae

 , in particular the common 
C. familiaris

 ). ● an Australasian bird (family 
Climacteridae

 and genus 
Climacteris

 ).]














tree duck






noun




another term for whistling duck
 .













tree fern

 
/ˈtrē ˌfərn/






noun




a large palmlike fern with a trunklike stem bearing a crown of large fronds, sometimes reaching a height of 24 m and occurring chiefly in the tropics, particularly the southern hemisphere.

[
Cyatheaceae

 and related families, class 
Filicopsida

 : seven genera, in particular 
Cyathea

 and 
Dicksonia

 .]














tree frog

 
/trē frôɡ/






noun




an arboreal frog that has long toes with adhesive disks and is typically small and brightly colored.

[Families 
Hylidae

 (of Eurasia, America, and Australia) and 
Rhacophoridae

 (of Africa and Asia): numerous species, including the common 
green tree frog

 (
Hyla arborea

 ) of southern Europe.]













treehopper

 
/ˈtrēˌhäpər/






noun




a tree-dwelling jumping bug that lives chiefly in the tropics. A tall backward-curving projection of the thorax gives the bug a thornlike appearance for camouflage.

[Family 
Membracidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : species, including the bright green 
buffalo treehopper

 (
Stictocephalus bisonia

 ) of North America.]













tree house

 
/ˈtrē ˌhous /

 
treehouse






noun




a structure built in the branches of a tree for children to play in.













tree-hugger





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 an environmental campaigner (used in reference to the practice of embracing a tree in an attempt to prevent it from being felled).








II.
 
derivatives





tree-hugging






noun





















tree kangaroo






noun




an agile tree-climbing kangaroo with a long furred tail, and fore- and hind limbs that are of almost equal length, found in the rain forests of Australia and New Guinea.

[Genus 
Dendrolagus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : six species.]














tree line






noun




another term for timberline
 .













tree-lined

 
/ˈtrēlīnd/






adjective




(of a road, path, etc.) having a row of trees on either side




•
 
he lives in a modest home on a tree-lined street in Richmond.



















treen

 
/trēn/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
small domestic wooden objects, especially antiques.








II.
 
adjective






‹chiefly archaic›

 wooden.











– origin

 Old English 
trēowen

 ‘wooden’ (see tree
 , -en
 2
 ).





treenail

 
/ˈtrēnāl ˈtrenl/






noun




a trunnel.













tree of heaven

 
/trē əv ə ˈhevən/






noun




a fast-growing Chinese ailanthus that is widely cultivated as an ornamental.

[
Ailanthus altissima

 , family 
Simaroubaceae

 .]













tree of knowledge

 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil






noun




(in the Bible) the tree in the Garden of Eden bearing the forbidden fruit that Adam and Eve disobediently ate (Gen. 2:9, 3).













tree of life






noun



1.
 
(
Tree of Life

 )
 — (in the Bible) a tree in the Garden of Eden whose fruit imparts eternal life (Gen. 3:22–24).




2.
 
an imaginary branching, treelike structure representing the evolutionary divergence of all living creatures.




3.
 
(in cabalism) a diagram in the form of a tree bearing spheres that represent the sephiroth.




4.
 
the thuja or arbor vitae.













tree pipit






noun




a widespread Old World pipit that inhabits open country with scattered trees.

[
Anthus trivialis

 , family 
Motacillidae

 .]













Tree Planters’ State






a nickname for the state of Nebraska
 .










tree ring

 
/trē riNG/






noun




each of a number of concentric rings in the cross section of a tree trunk, representing a single year's growth.













tree shrew






noun




a small squirrellike insectivorous mammal with a pointed snout, native to Southeast Asia, especially Borneo.

[Family 
Tupaiidae

 and order 
Scandentia

 : several genera, in particular 
Tupaia

 ; tree shrews were formerly placed with either the insectivores or the primates.]













tree snake

 
/trē snāk/






noun




a harmless arboreal snake, typically very slender and able to mimic a twig.

[Several genera in the family 
Colubridae

 , e.g., 
Dendrelaphis

 and 
Ahaetulla

 (of Asia), and 
Leptophis

 and 
Oxybelis

 (of America).]













tree sparrow






noun



1.
 
a Eurasian sparrow with a chocolate-brown cap in both sexes, inhabiting agricultural land.

[
Passer montanus

 , family 
Passeridae

 (or 
Ploceidae

 ).]




2.
 
a migratory sparrowlike songbird of the bunting family, breeding on the edge of the North American tundra.

[
Spizella arborea

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizidae

 ).]













tree squirrel






noun




an arboreal squirrel that is typically active in daylight and does not hibernate.

[
Sciurus

 and other genera, family 
Sciuridae

 : numerous species.]













tree structure






noun






[Computing]

 a structure that has successive branchings or subdivisions.













tree surgeon

 
/trē ˈsərjən/





I.
 
noun




a person who prunes and treats old or damaged trees in order to preserve them.








II.
 
derivatives





tree surgery






noun





















tree swallow






noun




a North American swallow that nests in trees.

[
Tachycineta bicolor

 .]













tree toad

 
/trē tōd/






noun




another term for tree frog
 .














tree tomato






noun




another term for tamarillo
 .













treetop

 
/ˈtrēˌtäp/






noun

 — (usu. 
treetops

 )


1.
 
the uppermost part of a tree.













trefoil

 
/ˈtrēˌfoil ˈtrefˌoil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small European plant of the pea family with yellow flowers and three-lobed cloverlike leaves.

[Genera 
Trifolium

 and 
Lotus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular the 
bird's-foot trefoil

 .]




2.
 
a plant with three-lobed leaves similar to trefoil.




3.
 
an ornamental design of three rounded lobes like a clover leaf, used typically in architectural tracery.




4.
 
a thing having three parts; a set of three




•
 
a trefoil of parachutes lowers the shuttle's used rockets to Earth.










5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something shaped in the form of a trefoil leaf




•
 
trefoil windows.














II.
 
derivatives





trefoiled






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
trifoil

 , from Latin 
trifolium

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
folium

 ‘leaf.’





trehalose

 
/ˈtrēhəˌlōs trəˈhäˌlōs/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the disaccharide class produced by some fungi, yeasts, and similar organisms.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
trehala

 (from Turkish, denoting a sweet substance derived from insect cocoons) + -ose
 2
 .





trek

 
/trek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long arduous journey, especially one made on foot




•
 
a trek to the South Pole.










2.
 
a tourist hike.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go on a long arduous journey, typically on foot




•
 
we trekked through the jungle.










2.
 


‹historical›

 
(chiefly S. African)

 migrate or journey with one's belongings by ox-wagon.




3.
 


(S. African)

 (of an ox) draw a vehicle or pull a load.




4.
 


(S. African)

 travel constantly from place to place; lead a nomadic life




•
 
my plan is to trek about seeing the world.














III.
 
derivatives





trekker

 
/ˈtrekər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from South African Dutch 
trek

 (noun), 
trekken

 (verb) ‘pull, travel.’





Trekkie

 
/ˈtrekē/






noun






‹informal›

 a fan of the US science fiction television program 
Star Trek

 .













trellis

 
/ˈtrelis/





I.
 
noun




a framework of light wooden or metal bars, chiefly used as a support for fruit trees or climbing plants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
trellised

 )


1.
 
provide with or enclose in a trellis




•
 
a trellised archway.










2.
 
support (a climbing plant) with a trellis.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting any latticed screen): from Old French 
trelis

 , from Latin 
trilix

 ‘three-ply,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
licium

 ‘warp thread.’ Current senses date from the early 16th cent.





trem

 
/trem /

 
trem arm






noun






‹informal›

 a tremolo arm.













Trematoda

 
/ˌtreməˈtōdə, ˌtrē- /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of flatworms that comprises those flukes that are internal parasites. The monogenean flukes are sometimes also placed in this class.

See fluke
 2
 (
sense

 1) and digenean
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
trēmatōdēs

 ‘perforated,’ from 
trēma

 ‘hole.’





trematode

 
/ˈtreməˌtōd, ˈtrē-/






noun




any parasitic flatworm of the class 
Trematoda

 , especially a fluke, having hookers or suckers.













tremble

 
/ˈtrembəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shake involuntarily, typically as a result of anxiety, excitement, or frailty




•
 
Isobel was trembling with excitement.










2.
 
be in a state of extreme apprehension


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
I 
tremble to think that

 we could ever return to conditions like these.










3.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
trembling

 )
 — (of a person's voice) sound unsteady or hesitant.




4.
 
shake or quiver slightly




•
 
the earth trembled beneath their feet.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a trembling feeling, movement, or sound




•
 
there was a slight tremble in his voice.










2.
 
(
the trembles

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a physical or emotional condition marked by trembling.




3.
 
another term for milk sickness
 .








III.
 
derivatives





tremblingly

 
/-b(ə)liNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
trembler

 , from medieval Latin 
tremulare

 , from Latin 
tremulus

 (see tremulous
 ).






trembler

 
/ˈtremb(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an earthquake.




2.
 
a songbird related to the thrashers, found in the Lesser Antilles and named from its habit of violent shaking.

[Genera 
Cinclocerthia

 and 
Ramphocinclus

 , family 
Mimidae

 : three species.]













tremblor

 
/ˈtremblər, -ˌblôr/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 an earth tremor.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of Spanish 
temblor

 ‘shudder,’ influenced by trembler
 .





trembly

 
/ˈtremb(ə)lē/






adjective






‹informal›

 shaking or quivering involuntarily




•
 
her eyes were tearful, her hands trembly




•
 
she gave a queer trembly laugh.



















tremendous

 
/trəˈmendəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
very great in amount, scale, or intensity




•
 
Penny put in a tremendous amount of time




•
 
there was a tremendous explosion.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely good or impressive; excellent




•
 
the crew did a tremendous job.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tremendously

 
/trəˈmendəslē trēˈmendəslē /






adverb













2.
 
tremendousness

 
/trəˈmendəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
tremendus

 (gerundive of 
tremere

 ‘tremble’) + -ous
 .





tremolando

 
/ˌtreməˈländō /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
noun




another term for tremolo
 .








II.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) with tremolo.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘trembling.’





tremolite

 
/ˈtreməˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a white to gray amphibole mineral that is characteristic of metamorphosed dolomitic limestones.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
Tremola

 Valley, Switzerland, + -ite
 1
 .






tremolo

 
/ˈtreməˌlō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a wavering effect in a musical tone, typically produced by rapid reiteration of a note, or sometimes by rapid repeated variation in the pitch of a note or by sounding two notes of slightly different pitches to produce prominent overtones.

Compare with vibrato
 .




2.
 


[Music]

 a mechanism in an organ producing a tremolo.




3.
 
(also 
tremolo arm

 )
 — 

[Music]

 a lever on an electric guitar producing a tremolo.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Italian.





tremor

 
/ˈtremər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an involuntary quivering movement




•
 
a disorder that causes tremors and muscle rigidity.










2.
 
(also 
earth tremor

 )
 — a slight earthquake.




3.
 
a sudden feeling of fear or excitement




•
 
a tremor of unease.










4.
 
a tremble or quaver in a person's voice.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tremor

 , from 
tremere

 ‘to tremble.’






tremulous

 
/ˈtremyələs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaking or quivering slightly




•
 
Barbara's voice was tremulous.










2.
 
timid; nervous




•
 
he gave a tremulous smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tremulously

 
/ˈtremyələslē /






adverb













2.
 
tremulousness

 
/ˈtremyələsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tremulus

 (from 
tremere

 ‘tremble’) + -ous
 .






trench

 
/tren(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow ditch.




2.
 
a narrow ditch dug by troops to provide a place of shelter from enemy fire.




3.
 
(
trenches

 )
 — a connected system of trenches forming an army's line.




4.
 
(
the trenches

 )
 — the battlefields of northern France and Belgium in World War I




•
 
the slaughter in the trenches created a new cynicism




•
 


‹figurative›

 entry-level teachers are taught the latest classroom techniques by colleagues with experience 
in the trenches

 .










5.
 
(also 
ocean trench

 )
 — a long, narrow, deep depression in the ocean floor, typically one running parallel to a plate boundary and marking a subduction zone.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dig a trench or trenches in (the ground)




•
 
she trenched the terrace to a depth of 6 feet.










2.
 
turn over the earth of (a field or garden) by digging a succession of adjoining ditches.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
trench on/upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 border closely on; encroach upon




•
 
this would surely trench very far on the dignity and liberty of citizens.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘track cut through a wood’ and ‘sever by cutting’): from Old French 
trenche

 (noun), 
trenchier

 (verb), based on Latin 
truncare

 (see truncate
 ).





trenchant

 
/ˈtren(t)SHənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
vigorous or incisive in expression or style




•
 
she heard angry voices, not loud, yet certainly trenchant.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 (of a weapon or tool) having a sharp edge




•
 
a trenchant blade.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trenchancy

 
/ˈtren(t)SH(ə)nsē /






noun





trenchant
 (
sense

 1)













2.
 
trenchantly

 
/ˈtren(t)SH(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb





trenchant
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, literally ‘cutting,’ present participle of 
trenchier

 (see trench
 ).





trench coat

 
/ˈtrenCH ˌkōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose, belted, double-breasted raincoat in a military style.




2.
 
a lined or padded waterproof coat worn by soldiers.











– origin

 World War I: originally referring to the type of coat worn by soldiers in the trenches.





trencher1


 
/ˈtren(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a wooden plate or platter for food.




2.
 
a thick slice of bread used as a plate or platter.




3.
 
old-fashioned term for mortarboard
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
trenchour

 , from Old French 
trenchier

 ‘to cut’ (see trench
 ).





trencher2


 
/ˈtren(t)SHər/






noun




a machine or attachment used in digging trenches.













trencherman

 
/ˈtren(t)SHərmən/






noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 


‹humorous›

 a person who eats in a specified manner, typically heartily




•
 
he is a hearty trencherman, as befits a man of his girth.



















trench fever

 
/trenCH ˈfēvər/






noun




a highly contagious rickettsial disease transmitted by lice, that infected soldiers in the trenches in World War I.













trench foot






noun




a painful condition of the feet caused by long immersion in cold water or mud and marked by blackening and death of surface tissue.













trench mortar






noun




a light simple mortar designed to propel a bomb into enemy trenches.













trench mouth






noun




ulcerative gingivitis.













trench warfare

 
/trenCH ˈwôrˌfe(ə)r/






noun




a type of combat in which opposing troops fight from trenches facing each other.














trend

 
/trend/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a general direction in which something is developing or changing




•
 
an upward trend in sales and profit margins.










2.
 
a fashion




•
 
the latest trends in modern dance.










3.
 
a topic that is the subject of many posts on a social media website within a short period of time




•
 
for more than 20 days in a row, most of the top Twitter trends were Olympics-related.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change or develop in a general direction




•
 
unemployment has been trending upward.










2.
 
(especially of geographical features) bend or turn away in a specified direction




•
 
the Richelieu River trends northward to Lake Champlain.










3.
 
(of a topic) be the subject of many posts on a social media website within a short period of time




•
 
I've just taken a quick look at what's trending on Twitter right now




•
 (as 
adj.

 
trending

 )
 
today's top trending topics.

















– origin

 Old English 
trendan

 ‘revolve, rotate,’ of Germanic origin; compare with trundle
 . The verb sense ‘turn in a specified direction’ dates from the late 16th cent. and gave rise to the figurative use ‘assume a general tendency’ in the mid 19th cent., a development paralleled in the noun.





Trendelenburg position

 
/trenˈdelənˌbərɡ pəˌziSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




a position, used for pelvic surgery and to treat shock, in which a patient lies face upward on a tilted table or bed with the pelvis higher than the head.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Friedrich 
Trendelenburg

 (1844–1924), German surgeon.





trendify

 
/ˈtrendəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 make (something or someone) very fashionable or up to date in style or influence




•
 
the cafe has been trendified to look like a wine bar.



















trend line






noun




a line indicating the general course or tendency of something, e.g., a geographical feature or a set of points on a graph.













trendoid

 
/ˈtrendoid /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a person who follows fashion blindly or excessively.








II.
 
adjective




following fashion blindly or extravagantly.













trendsetter

 
/ˈtren(d)ˌsedər/





I.
 
noun




a person who leads the way in fashion or ideas.








II.
 
derivatives





trendsetting

 
/ˈtren(d)ˌsediNG /






adjective





















trendy

 
/ˈtrendē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adjective




very fashionable or up to date in style or influence




•
 
I enjoyed being able to go out and buy trendy clothes.














II.
 
noun




a person who is very fashionable or up to date.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trendily

 
/ˈtrendəlē /






adverb













2.
 
trendiness

 
/ˈtrendēnəs /






noun





















Trengganu

 
/treNGˈɡäno͞o /

 
Terengganu






a state of Malaysia, on the eastern coast of the Malay Peninsula; capital, Kuala Trengganu.









Trent

 
/trent/






the chief river in central England. It rises in Staffordshire and flows northeast for 170 miles (275 km) to join the Ouse River 15 miles (25 km) west of Hull to form the Humber estuary.









Trent, Council of






an ecumenical council of the Roman Catholic Church, held in three sessions between 1545 and 1563 in Trento, Italy. Prompted by the opposition of the Reformation, the council clarified and redefined the church's doctrine, abolished many ecclesiastical abuses, and strengthened the authority of the papacy. These measures provided the church with a solid foundation for the Counter-Reformation.









trente et quarante

 
/ˌtränt ā kaˈränt/





I.
 
noun




a gambling game in which cards are turned up on a table marked with red and black diamonds.











– origin

 French, literally ‘thirty and forty,’ these being winning and losing numbers respectively in the game.





Trento

 
/ˈtren(t)ō/






a city in northern Italy, on the Adige River; pop. 114,236 (2008).









Trenton

 
/ˈtrent(ə)n/






the capital of New Jersey, in the west central part of the state; pop. 82,883 (est. 2008).










trepan

 
/trəˈpan/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a trephine (hole saw) used by surgeons for perforating the skull.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perforate (a person's skull) with a trepan.








III.
 
derivatives





trepanation

 
/ˌtrepəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun via medieval Latin from Greek 
trupanon

 , from 
trupan

 ‘to bore,’ from 
trupē

 ‘hole’; the verb from Old French 
trepaner

 .






trepang

 
/trəˈpaNG/





I.
 
noun




another term for bêche-de-mer
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Malay 
teripang

 .





trephine

 
/trəˈfīn trəˈfēn/





I.
 
noun




a hole saw used in surgery to remove a circle of tissue or bone.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
operate on with a trephine.








III.
 
derivatives





trephination

 
/ˌtrefəˈnāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tres fines

 ‘three ends,’ apparently influenced by trepan
 .





trepidation

 
/ˌtrepəˈdāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of fear or agitation about something that may happen




•
 
the men set off in fear and trepidation.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 trembling motion.








II.
 
derivatives





trepidatious

 
/-SHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
trepidatio(n-)

 , from 
trepidare

 ‘be agitated, tremble,’ from 
trepidus

 ‘alarmed.’





treponeme

 
/ˈtrepəˌnēm /

 
treponema





I.
 
noun




a spirochete bacterium that is parasitic or pathogenic in humans and warm-blooded animals, including the causal agents of syphilis and yaws.

[Genus 
Treponema

 , order 
Spirochaetales

 ; Gram-negative.]








II.
 
derivatives





treponemal

 
/-ˈnēməl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Treponema

 , from Greek 
trepein

 ‘to turn’ + 
nēma

 ‘thread.’





très

 
/trā/





I.
 
adverb




(usually with reference to a fashionable quality) very




•
 
très macho, très chic.

















– origin

 French.





trespass

 
/ˈtrespəs ˈtresˌpas/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enter the owner's land or property without permission




•
 
there is no excuse for 
trespassing on

 railroad property.










2.
 
(
tresspass on

 )
 — make unfair claims on or take advantage of (something)




•
 
she really must not trespass on his hospitality.










3.
 
(
trespass against

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 commit an offense against (a person or a set of rules)




•
 
a man who had trespassed against Judaic law.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 entry to a person's land or property without their permission




•
 
the defendants were guilty of trespass




•
 
a mass trespass on the hills.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a sin; an offense




•
 
the worst trespass against the goddess Venus is to see her naked and asleep.

















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb): from Old French 
trespasser

 ‘pass over, trespass,’ 
trespas

 ‘passing across,’ from medieval Latin 
transpassare

 (see trans-
 , pass
 1
 ).





trespasser

 
/ˈtrespəsər ˈtresˌpasər/






noun




a person entering someone's land or property without permission




•
 
a 
trespasser on

 his land.




















tress

 
/tres/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
tresses

 )


1.
 
a long lock of a woman's hair




•
 
she was tugging a comb through her long tresses.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 arrange (a person's hair) into long locks.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tressed






adjective




[often in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a blonde-tressed sex symbol



















2.
 
tressy






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tresse

 , perhaps based on Greek 
trikha

 ‘threefold.’





tressure

 
/ˈtreSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Heraldry]

 a thin border inset from the edge of a shield, narrower than an orle and usually borne double.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 an ornamental enclosure containing a figure or distinctive device, formerly found on various gold and silver coins.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a ribbon or band for the hair): from Old French 
tressour

 (see tress
 ).





trestle

 
/ˈtresəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a framework consisting of a horizontal beam supported by two pairs of sloping legs, used in pairs to support a flat surface such as a tabletop.




2.
 
(also 
trestlework

 )
 — an open cross-braced framework used to support an elevated structure such as a bridge.




3.
 
short for trestle table
 .




4.
 
(also 
trestletree

 )
 — each of a pair of horizontal pieces on a sailing ship's lower mast supporting the topmast.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trestel

 , based on Latin 
transtrum

 ‘beam.’






trestle table






noun




a table consisting of a board or boards laid on trestles.













tret

 
/tret/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an allowance of extra weight made to purchasers of certain goods to compensate for waste during transportation.











– origin

 late 15th cent: from an Old French variant of 
trait

 ‘act of dragging’ (see trait
 ).





tretinoin

 
/trəˈtinōin/






noun




a drug related to retinol (Vitamin A), used as a topical ointment in the treatment of acne and other disorders of the skin.













trevally

 
/trəˈvalē/





I.
 
noun




a marine sporting fish of the Indo-Pacific that is sometimes caught in large quantities for food.

[
Caranx

 and other genera, family 
Carangidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: probably an alteration of 
cavally

 ‘horse mackerel,’ from Spanish 
caballo

 ‘horse.’






Trèves

 
/trev/






French name for Trier
 .









Trevi Fountain

 
/ˌtrevē ˈfount(ə)n/





I.
 
the largest and most famous of the fountains of Rome, situated at the intersection of three roads, built in 1735 by architect Nicola Salvi (1697–1751), and decorated by artists of the Bernini school.







– origin

 from Italian 
tri vie

 ‘three roads.’





Trevino, Lee

 
/trəˈvēnō/






(1939–), US golfer; known as 
Supermex

 ; full name 
Lee Buck Trevino

 . In 1971, he became the first man to win the Canadian, US, and British open championships in the same year. His other championship titles include the 1974 and 1984 PGA, the 1968 US Open, and the 1972 British Open.









Trevithick, Richard

 
/trəˈviTHik/






(1771–1833), English engineer. He built the world's first railroad locomotive in 1804.










trews

 
/tro͞oz/





I.
 
plural noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 trousers.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 close-fitting tartan trousers worn by certain Scottish regiments.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Irish 
triús

 , Scottish Gaelic 
triubhas

 (singular); compare with trousers
 .





trey

 
/trā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing having three of something, in particular




2.
 


(US)

 (in basketball) a shot scoring three points.




3.
 
a playing card or die with three spots.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
trei

 ‘three,’ from Latin 
tres

 .





treyfa

 
/ˈtrāfə /

 
treyf






adjective




another term for trayf
 .













TRH






abbreviation



1.
 
Their Royal Highnesses.




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 thyrotropin-releasing hormone.














tri-

 
/trī/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
three; having three




•
 
triathlon.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (in names of compounds) containing three atoms or groups of a specified kind




•
 
trichloroethane.

















– origin

 from Latin and Greek, from Latin 
tres

 , Greek 
treis

 ‘three.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at ter-
 .





triable

 
/ˈtrīəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Law]

 (of an offense) liable to a judicial trial.




2.
 


[Law]

 (of a case or issue) able to be investigated and decided judicially.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
trier

 ‘sift’ (see try
 ).





triac

 
/ˈtrīak/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a three-electrode semiconductor device that will conduct in either direction when triggered by a positive or negative signal at the gate electrode.











– origin

 1960s: from triode
 + AC
 (short for 
alternating current

 ).





triacetate

 
/trīˈasəˌtāt /

 
cellulose triacetate






noun




a form of cellulose acetate containing three acetate groups per glucose monomer, used as a basis for man-made fibers.














triad

 
/ˈtrīˌad/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group or set of three connected people or things




•
 
the triad of medication, diet, and exercise are necessary in diabetes care.










2.
 
a chord of three musical notes, consisting of a given note with the third and fifth above it.




3.
 
a Welsh form of literary composition with an arrangement of subjects or statements in groups of three.




4.
 
(also 
Triad

 )
 — a secret society originating in China, typically involved in organized crime.




5.
 
a member of a triad.








II.
 
derivatives





triadic

 
/trīˈadik /






adjective





triad
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
triade

 , or via late Latin from Greek 
trias

 , 
triad-

 , from 
treis

 ‘three.’





triage

 
/trēˈäZH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in medical use) the assignment of degrees of urgency to wounds or illnesses to decide the order of treatment of a large number of patients or casualties.




2.
 
the process of determining the most important people or things from amongst a large number that require attention.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign degrees of urgency to (wounded or ill patients).











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from 
trier

 ‘separate out.’ The medical sense dates from the 1930s, from the military system of assessing the wounded on the battlefield.





trial

 
/ˈtrī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal examination of evidence before a judge, and typically before a jury, in order to decide guilt in a case of criminal or civil proceedings




•
 
the newspaper accounts of the trial




•
 
the editor was summoned to 
stand trial

 for libel.










2.
 
a test of the performance, qualities, or suitability of someone or something




•
 
clinical trials must establish whether the new hip replacements are working.










3.
 
an athletic contest to test the ability of players eligible for selection to a team.




4.
 
(
trials

 )
 — an event in which horses, dogs, or other animals compete or perform




•
 
horse trials.










5.
 
a person, thing, or situation that tests a person's endurance or forbearance




•
 


the trials and tribulations

 of married life.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — test (something, especially a new product) to assess its suitability or performance




•
 
all seeds are carefully trialed in a variety of growing conditions.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a horse, dog, or other animal) compete in trials




•
 
the pup trialed on Saturday.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on trial






being tried in a court of law.









2.
 
trial and error






the process of experimenting with various methods of doing something until one finds the most successful.















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from Anglo-Norman French, or from medieval Latin 
triallum

 . The verb dates from the 1980s.





trial balance

 
/ˌtrī(ə)l ˈbaləns/






noun




a statement of all debits and credits in a double-entry account book, with any disagreement indicating an error.













trial balloon

 
/ˈtrī(ə)l bəˈlo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a tentative measure taken or statement made to see how a new policy will be received.











– origin

 1930s: a translation of French 
ballon d'essai

 .





trial court

 
/ˈtrī(ə)l kôrt/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a court of law where cases are tried in the first place, as opposed to an appeals court.













trialist

 
/ˈtrīələst/






noun



1.
 
a person who participates in a trial, in particular




2.
 
a person who takes part in a sports trial or motorcycle trial.




3.
 
a person who takes part in a clinical or market test of a new product.













trial lawyer






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a lawyer who practices in a trial court.













trialogue

 
/ˈtrīəˌlôɡ, -ˌläɡ /

 
trilogue





I.
 
noun




a dialogue between three people.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: formed irregularly from tri-
 ‘three’ + dialogue
 (
di-

 being misinterpreted as ‘two’).





trial run

 
/ˈˌtrī(ə)l ˈrən/






noun




a test of the operation of a new system or product.














triangle

 
/ˈtrīˌaNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plane figure with three straight sides and three angles




•
 
an equilateral triangle.










2.
 
a thing shaped like a triangle




•
 
a small triangle of grass.










3.
 
a situation involving three people or things, especially an emotional relationship involving a couple and a third person with whom one of them is involved.




4.
 
a musical instrument consisting of a steel rod bent into a triangle and sounded by being struck with a small steel rod.




5.
 
a frame used to position the balls in pool and snooker.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a drawing instrument in the form of a right triangle.




7.
 
(
triangles

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a frame of three halberds joined at the top to which a soldier was bound for flogging.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
triangle

 or Latin 
triangulum

 , neuter of 
triangulus

 ‘three-cornered’ (see tri-
 , angle
 1
 ).





triangle of forces






noun






[Physics]

 a triangle whose sides represent in magnitude and direction three forces in equilibrium.













triangular

 
/trīˈaNGɡyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shaped like a triangle; having three sides and three corners




•
 
dainty triangular sandwiches.










2.
 
involving three people or parties




•
 
a triangular relationship.










3.
 
(of a pyramid) having a three-sided base.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
triangularity

 
/trīˌaNGɡyəˈlerədē /






noun













2.
 
triangularly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
triangularis

 , from Latin 
triangulum

 (see triangle
 ).





triangular number






noun




any of the series of numbers (1, 3, 6, 10, 15, etc.) obtained by continued summation of the natural numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc.













triangular trade






noun



1.
 
a multilateral system of trading in which a country pays for its imports from one country by its exports to another.




2.
 
used to refer to the trade in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries that involved shipping goods from Britain to West Africa to be exchanged for slaves, these slaves being shipped to the West Indies and exchanged for sugar, rum, and other commodities, which were in turn shipped back to Britain.













triangulate

 
/trīˈaNGɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — divide (an area) into triangles for surveying purposes.




2.
 
measure and map (an area) by the use of triangles with a known base length and base angles.




3.
 
determine (a height, distance, or location) by the use of triangles.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form into a triangle or triangles




•
 
the brackets triangulate the frame.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly US)

 (in politics) position oneself in such a way as to appeal to or appease both left-wing and right-wing standpoints




•
 
will the president decide to triangulate?

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
triangulum

 ‘triangle’ (see triangle
 ) + -ate
 3
 .





triangulation

 
/ˌtrīˌaNGɡyəˈlāSHən/






noun



1.
 
(in surveying) the tracing and measurement of a series or network of triangles in order to determine the distances and relative positions of points spread over a territory or region, especially by measuring the length of one side of each triangle and deducing its angles and the length of the other two sides by observation from this baseline.




2.
 
formation of or division into triangles.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 (in politics) the action or process of positioning oneself in such a way as to appeal to or appease both left-wing and right-wing standpoints.













triangulation point






noun




a reference point on high ground used in surveying, typically marked by a small pillar.













Triangulum

 
/trīˈaNGɡyələm /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small northern constellation (the Triangle), between Andromeda and Aries.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Trianguli

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Trianguli.













– origin

 Latin.





Triangulum Australe

 
/trīˌaNGɡyələm ôˈstrālē /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a small southern constellation (the Southern Triangle), lying in the Milky Way near the south celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Trianguli Australis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Trianguli Australis.













– origin

 Latin.





Trianon

 
/ˈtrēəˌnän/






either of two small palaces in the great park at Versailles in France. The larger was built by Louis XIV in 1687; the smaller, built by Louis XV 1762–68, was used first by his mistress 
Madame du Barry

 (1743–93) and afterward by Marie Antoinette.









Triassic

 
/trīˈasik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the earliest period of the Mesozoic era, between the Permian and Jurassic periods.

See also Permo–Triassic
 .




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Triassic

 or 
the Trias

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Triassic period or the system of rocks deposited during it.





The Triassic lasted from about 245 million to 208 million years ago. Many new organisms appeared following the mass extinctions of the end of the Paleozoic era, including the earliest dinosaurs and ammonites and the first primitive mammals.







– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
trias

 (see triad
 ), because the strata are divisible into three groups, + -ic
 .






triathlon

 
/trīˈaTHlən trīˈaTHˌlän/





I.
 
noun




an athletic contest consisting of three different events, typically swimming, cycling, and long-distance running.








II.
 
derivatives





triathlete

 
/trīˈaTHˌlēt /






noun



















– origin

 1970s: from tri-
 ‘three,’ on the pattern of 
decathlon

 .





triatomic

 
/ˌtrīəˈtämik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 consisting of three atoms.













triaxial

 
/trīˈaksēəl/






adjective




having or relating to three axes, especially in mechanical or astronomical contexts.














triazine

 
/ˈtrīəˌzēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of compounds whose molecules contain an unsaturated ring of three carbon and three nitrogen atoms.













triazole

 
/ˈtrīəˌzōl trīˈaˌzôl/






noun




any compound whose molecule contains a ring of three nitrogen and two carbon atoms, in particular each of five isomeric compounds containing such a ring with two double bonds.

[Chem. formula: C2
 H3
 N3
 .]













trib.






abbreviation




tributary.













tribade

 
/ˈtribəd/





I.
 
noun




a lesbian, especially one who lies on top of her partner and simulates the movements of the male in heterosexual intercourse.








II.
 
derivatives





tribadism

 
/-ˌdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
tribade

 , or via Latin from Greek 
tribas

 , from 
tribein

 ‘to rub.’





tribal

 
/ˈtrībəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of a tribe or tribes




•
 
tribal people in Malaysia.










2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 characterized by a tendency to form groups or by strong group loyalty




•
 
British industrial operatives remained locked in primitive tribal attitudes.














II.
 
noun

 — (
tribals

 )


1.
 
members of tribal communities, especially in South Asia.








III.
 
derivatives





tribally

 
/ˈtrībəlē /






adverb





















tribalism

 
/ˈtrībəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
the state or fact of being organized in a tribe or tribes.




2.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 the behavior and attitudes that stem from strong loyalty to one's own tribe or social group




•
 
a society motivated by cultural tribalism.



















tribalist

 
/ˈtrībələst/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly derogatory›

 an advocate or practitioner of strong loyalty to one's own tribe or social group.








II.
 
derivatives





tribalistic

 
/ˌtrībəˈlistik /






adjective





















tri-band






adjective




(of a mobile phone) having three frequencies, enabling it to be used in different regions (typically Europe and the US).













tribasic

 
/trīˈbāsik/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an acid) having three replaceable hydrogen atoms.













tribe

 
/trīb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a social division in a traditional society consisting of families or communities linked by social, economic, religious, or blood ties, with a common culture and dialect, typically having a recognized leader




•
 
indigenous Indian tribes




•
 
the Celtic tribes of Europe.










2.
 
(in ancient Rome) each of several political divisions, originally three, later thirty, ultimately thirty-five.




3.
 


‹often derogatory›

 a distinctive close-knit group




•
 
she made a stand against the social codes of her English middle-class tribe




•
 
the entire tribe is coming for Thanksgiving.




•
 
an outburst against the whole tribe of theoreticians.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a large number of people or animals




•
 
tribes of children playing under the watchful eyes of nurses.










5.
 


[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks above genus and below family or subfamily, usually ending in 
-ini

 (in zoology) or 
-eae

 (in botany).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tribu

 or Latin 
tribus

 (singular and plural); perhaps related to 
tri-

 ‘three’ and referring to the three divisions of the early people of Rome. / 
usage:

 In historical contexts, the word 
tribe

 is broadly accepted (the area was inhabited by Slavic 
tribes

 ), but in contemporary contexts, it is problematic when used to refer to a community living within a traditional society. It is strongly associated with past attitudes of white colonialists toward so-called primitive or uncivilized peoples living in remote undeveloped places. For this reason it is generally preferable to use alternative terms such as 
community

 or 
people

 .





TriBeCa

 
/trīˈbekə/






a residential and commercial section of southern Manhattan in New York City, noted for its factory lofts converted into apartments. Its name is derived from 
Tri

 angle 
Be

 low 
Ca

 nal Street.









tribesman

 
/ˈtrībzmən/






noun




a man belonging to a tribe in a traditional society or group.














Tribes of Israel






the twelve divisions of ancient Israel, each traditionally descended from one of the twelve sons of Jacob. Ten of the tribes (Asher, Dan, Gad, Issachar, Levi, Manasseh, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun, known as the Lost Tribes
 ) were deported to captivity in Assyria 
c.

 720 
BC

 , leaving only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.

Also called Twelve Tribes of Israel
 .









tribespeople

 
/ˈtrībzˌpēpəl/






plural noun




people belonging to a tribe in a traditional society or group.













tribeswoman

 
/ˈtrībzˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman belonging to a tribe in a traditional society or group.













tribo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to friction




•
 
triboelectricity.

















– origin

 from Greek 
tribos

 ‘rubbing.’





triboelectricity

 
/ˌtrībōələkˈtrisədē/






noun




electric charge generated by friction.













tribology

 
/trīˈbäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of friction, wear, lubrication, and the design of bearings; the science of interacting surfaces in relative motion.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tribological

 
/-bəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
tribologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















triboluminescence

 
/ˌtrībōˌlo͞oməˈnesəns/





I.
 
noun




the emission of light from a substance caused by rubbing, scratching, or similar frictional contact.








II.
 
derivatives





triboluminescent






adjective





















tribometer

 
/trīˈbämədər/






noun




an instrument for measuring friction in sliding.













Triborough Bridge

 
/ˌtrībərō ˈbrij/






a bridge complex opened in 1936 that links the Bronx, Queens, and Manhattan boroughs in New York City.









tribrach

 
/ˈtrībrak/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a metrical foot of three short or unstressed syllables.








II.
 
derivatives





tribrachic

 
/trīˈbrakik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
tribrakhus

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
brakhus

 ‘short.’





tribulation

 
/ˌtribyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
tribulations

 )


1.
 
a cause of great trouble or suffering




•
 
the tribulations of being a megastar.










2.
 
a state of great trouble or suffering




•
 
his time of tribulation was just beginning.

















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from ecclesiastical Latin 
tribulatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
tribulare

 ‘press, oppress,’ from 
tribulum

 ‘threshing board (constructed of sharp points),’ based on 
terere

 ‘rub.’






tribunal

 
/trīˈbyo͞onl trəˈbyo͞onl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a court of justice




•
 
an international war crimes tribunal.










2.
 
a seat or bench for a judge or judges.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a seat for judges): from Old French, or from Latin 
tribunal

 ‘raised platform provided for magistrates’ seats,’ from 
tribunus

 (see tribune
 1
 ).






tribune1


 
/ˈtribyo͞on triˈbyo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official in ancient Rome chosen by the plebeians to protect their interests.




2.
 
(also 
military tribune

 )
 — a Roman legionary officer.




3.
 
a popular leader; a champion of the people.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tribunate

 
/ˈtribyənət ˈtribyəˌnāt /






noun













2.
 
tribuneship

 
/ˈtribyo͞onˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
tribunus

 , literally ‘head of a tribe,’ from 
tribus

 ‘tribe.’





tribune2


 
/ˈtribyo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an apse in a basilica.




2.
 
a dais or rostrum, especially in a church.




3.
 
a raised area or gallery with seats, especially in a church.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (denoting the principal room in an Italian mansion): via French from Italian, from medieval Latin 
tribuna

 , alteration of Latin 
tribunal

 (see tribunal
 ).





tributary

 
/ˈtribyəˌterē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a river or stream flowing into a larger river or lake




•
 
the Illinois River, a tributary of the Mississippi.










2.
 


‹historical›

 a person or state that pays tribute to another state or ruler




•
 
tributaries of the Ottoman empire.

















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
tributarius

 , from 
tributum

 (see tribute
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the early 19th cent.






tribute

 
/ˈtribyo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act, statement, or gift that is intended to show gratitude, respect, or admiration




•
 
the video is a tribute to the musicals of the '40s




•
 
a symposium organized to 
pay tribute to

 Darwin.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — something resulting from something else and indicating its worth




•
 
his victory in the championship was 
a tribute to

 his persistence.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or relating to a group or musician that performs the music of a more famous one and typically imitates them in appearance and style of performance




•
 
an Abba tribute band.










4.
 


‹historical›

 payment made periodically by one state or ruler to another, especially as a sign of dependence




•
 
the king had at his disposal plunder and tribute amassed through warfare.










5.
 


‹historical›

 a proportion of ore or its equivalent, paid to a miner for his work, or to the owner or lessor of a mine.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Latin 
tributum

 , neuter past participle (used as a noun) of 
tribuere

 ‘assign’ (originally ‘divide between tribes’), from 
tribus

 ‘tribe.’





tricameral

 
/trīˈkam(ə)rəl/






adjective




of or relating to the parliamentary system operating in South Africa between 1983 and 1994, in which the legislature consisted of three ethnically based houses.













tricarboxylic acid cycle

 
/ˌtrīkärbäkˌsilik ˈasəd ˌsīk(ə)l/






noun




another term for Krebs cycle
 .













trice

 
/trīs/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
in a trice

 )


1.
 
in a moment; very quickly.











– origin

 late Middle English 
trice

 ‘a tug,’ figuratively ‘an instant,’ from Middle Dutch 
trīsen

 ‘pull sharply,’ related to 
trīse

 ‘pulley.’





tricentenary

 
/trīˌsenˈtenərē trīˈsen(t)əˌnerē/






noun




another term for tricentennial
 .














tricentennial

 
/ˌtrīsenˈtenēəl/





I.
 
noun




the three-hundredth anniversary of a significant event.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to a three-hundredth anniversary




•
 
the tricentennial year.



















triceps

 
/ˈtrīˌseps/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 any of several muscles having three points of attachment at one end, particularly the large muscle at the back of the upper arm.








II.
 
derivatives





tricep






adjective






•
 
tricep tendonitis

























– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘three-headed,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
-ceps

 (from 
caput

 ‘head’).





triceratops

 
/trīˈserəˌtäps/





I.
 
noun




a large quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur living at the end of the Cretaceous period, having a massive head with two large horns, a smaller horn on the beaked snout, and a bony frill above the neck.

[Genus 
Triceratops

 , infraorder 
Ceratopsia

 , order 
Ornithischia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
trikeratos

 ‘three-horned’ + 
ōps

 ‘face.’





trichiasis

 
/trəˈkīəsəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 ingrowth or introversion of the eyelashes.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: via late Latin from Greek 
trikhiasis

 , from 
trikhian

 ‘be hairy.’





trichina

 
/trəˈkīnə/





I.
 
noun




a parasitic nematode worm of humans and other mammals, the adults of which live in the small intestine. The larvae form hard cysts in the muscles, where they remain until eaten by the next host.

[Genus 
Trichinella

 , class 
Aphasmida

 (or 
Adenophorea

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin (former genus name), from Greek 
trikhinos

 ‘of hair.’






Trichinopoly

 
/ˌtrikəˈnäpəlē, ˌtriCH-/






another name for Tiruchirapalli
 .









trichinosis

 
/ˌtrikəˈnōsəs/






noun




a disease caused by trichinae, typically from infected meat, especially pork, characterized by digestive disturbance, fever, and muscular rigidity.

[This disease is typically caused by 
Trichinella spiralis

 .]














trichloranisole

 
/ˌtrīklôrˈanəsōl/






noun




a chemical released by a fungus whose smell is detectable in minute concentrations. It is responsible for the musty smell that taints wines bottled with infected corks.













trichloroacetic acid

 
/trīˌklôrōəˌsēdik ˈasəd /

 
trichloracetic acid





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic deliquescent crystalline solid used as a solvent, analgesic, and anesthetic.

[Chem. formula: CCl3
 COOH.]








II.
 
derivatives





trichloroacetate

 
/-ˈasiˌtāt /






noun





















trichloroethane

 
/trīˌklôrōˈeTHān/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless, nonflammable volatile liquid, used as a solvent and cleaner.

[Alternative name: 
1,1,1-trichloroethane

 ; chem. formula: CCl 3
 CH3
 .]













trichloroethylene

 
/trīˌklôrōˈeTHəlēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless volatile liquid used as a solvent and formerly as an anesthetic.

[Chem. formula: CCl2
 CHCl.]













trichlorophenol

 
/trīˌklôrōˈfēnôl/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound used as an insecticide and preservative and in the synthesis of pesticides.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H2
 Cl3
 (OH); six isomers.]














tricho-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to hair




•
 
trichology.

















– origin

 from Greek 
thrix

 , 
trikhos

 ‘hair.’





trichocyst

 
/ˈtrikəˌsist/






noun






[Biology]

 any of numerous minute, rodlike structures, each containing a protrusible filament, found near the surface of ciliates and dinoflagellates.













trichology

 
/trəˈkäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medical and cosmetic study and practice concerned with the hair and scalp.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trichological

 
/ˌtrəkəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
trichologist

 
/trəˈkäləjəst /






noun





















trichome

 
/ˈtrīkōm ˈtriˌkōm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a small hair or other outgrowth from the epidermis of a plant, typically unicellular and glandular.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
trikhōma

 , from 
trikhoun

 ‘cover with hair.’





trichomonad

 
/ˌtrikəˈmänad, -ˈmō-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 a parasitic protozoan with four to six flagella and an undulating membrane, infesting the urogenital or digestive system.

[Order 
Trichomonadida

 , phylum 
Parabasilia

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





trichomonal

 
/-ˈmänl, -ˈmōnl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Trichomonadida

 (plural), from Greek 
thrix

 , 
trikh-

 ‘hair’ + 
monas

 , 
monad-

 ‘unit.’





trichomoniasis

 
/ˌtrikəməˈnīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 an infection caused by parasitic trichomonads, chiefly affecting the urinary tract, vagina, or digestive system.

[Genus 
Trichomonas

 , in particular 
T. vaginalis

 (in the reproductive tract) and 
T. hominis

 (in the large intestine).]













Trichoptera

 
/trīˈkäptərə /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
an order of insects that comprises the caddisflies.




II.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
trichoptera

 )
 — insects of the order 
Trichoptera

 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from tricho-
 ‘hair’ + Greek 
pteron

 ‘wing.’





trichopteran

 
/trīˈkäptərən /

 

‹Entomology›






I.
 
noun




an insect of the order 
Trichoptera

 ; a caddisfly.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting trichopterans.













trichotillomania

 
/ˌtrikəˌtiləˈmānēə/





I.
 
noun




a compulsive desire to pull out one's hair.




•
 
an amino acid that has previously shown promise in treating repetitive and compulsive disorders has reduced hair-pulling in 25 people with trichotillomania.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
trichotillomanie

 , from Greek 
thrix

 , 
trikhos

 ‘hair’ + 
tillein

 ‘pull out (hair)’ + -mania
 .





trichotomy

 
/trīˈkädəmē/





I.
 
noun




a division into three categories




•
 
the pragmatics–semantics–syntax trichotomy.














II.
 
derivatives





trichotomous

 
/-məs /






adjective



















– origin

 17th cent.: from Greek 
trikha

 ‘threefold,’ from 
treis

 ‘three,’ on the pattern of 
dichotomy

 .





trichroic

 
/trīˈkrōik/





I.
 
adjective






[Crystallography]

 (of a crystal) appearing with different colors when viewed along the three crystallographic directions.








II.
 
derivatives





trichroism

 
/ˈtrīkrəˌwizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
trikhroos

 (from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
khrōs

 ‘color’) + -ic
 .





trichromatic

 
/ˌtrīkrōˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or using three colors.




2.
 
having normal color vision, which is sensitive to all three primary colors.








II.
 
derivatives





trichromatism

 
/-ˈkrōməˌtizəm /






noun





















trichrome

 
/ˈtrīkrōm/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 denoting a stain or method of histological staining in which different tissues are stained, each in one of three different colors.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Greek 
khrōma

 ‘color.’






trick

 
/trik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cunning or skillful act or scheme intended to deceive or outwit someone




•
 
he's a double-dealer capable of any mean trick.










2.
 
a mischievous practical joke




•
 
she thought Elaine was 
playing

 some 
trick on

 her.










3.
 
a skillful act performed for entertainment or amusement




•
 
he did conjuring tricks for his daughters.










4.
 
an illusion




•
 
I thought I saw a flicker of emotion, but it was probably 
a trick of the light

 .










5.
 
a clever or particular way of doing something




•
 
the trick is to put one ski forward and kneel.










6.
 
a peculiar or characteristic habit or mannerism




•
 
she had a trick of clipping off certain words and phrases.










7.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) a sequence of cards forming a single round of play. One card is laid down by each player, the highest card being the winner.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a prostitute's client.




9.
 
a sailor's turn at the helm, usually lasting for two or four hours.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deceive or outwit (someone) by being cunning or skillful




•
 
buyers can be tricked by savvy sellers.










2.
 
(
trick someone into

 )
 — use deception to make someone do (something)




•
 
he tricked her into parting with the money.










3.
 
(
trick someone out of

 )
 — use deception to deprive someone of (something)




•
 
the king was tricked out of his land.










4.
 


[Heraldry]

 sketch (a coat of arms) in outline, with the colors indicated by letters or signs.








III.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
intended or used to deceive or mystify, or to create an illusion




•
 
a trick question.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 liable to fail; defective




•
 
a trick knee.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
do the trick








‹informal›

 achieve the required result.









2.
 
every trick in the book








‹informal›

 every available method of achieving what one wants.









3.
 
how's tricks?








‹informal›

 used as a friendly greeting




•
 
“How's tricks in your neck of the woods?”















4.
 
not miss a trick






see miss
 1
 .









5.
 
the oldest trick in the book






a ruse so hackneyed that it should no longer deceive anyone.









6.
 
tricks of the trade






special ingenious techniques used in a profession or craft, especially those that are little known by outsiders.









7.
 
turn a trick








‹informal›

 (of a prostitute) have a session with a client.









8.
 
up to one's (old) tricks








‹informal›

 misbehaving in a characteristic way.












V.
 
phrasal verbs





trick someone/something out (or up)






(usu. 
be tricked out

 )
 — dress or decorate someone or something in an elaborate or showy way




•
 
a Marine 
tricked out in

 World War II kit and weaponry.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tricker






noun













2.
 
trickish






adjective




(
 — 

‹dated›





















– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun): from an Old French dialect variant of 
triche

 , from 
trichier

 ‘deceive,’ of unknown origin. Current senses of the verb date from the mid 16th cent.





trick cyclist

 
/trik ˈsīklist/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 used as a humorous euphemism for a psychiatrist.













trickery

 
/ˈtrik(ə)rē/






noun




the practice of deception




•
 
the dealer resorted to trickery.



















trickle

 
/ˈtrik(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) flow in a small stream




•
 
a solitary tear trickled down her cheek




•
 (as 
adj.

 
trickling

 )
 
a trickling brook.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a liquid) to flow in a small stream




•
 
he trickled the vodka onto the rocks.










3.
 
come or go slowly or gradually




•
 
the details began to trickle out.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small flow of liquid




•
 
a trickle of blood.










2.
 
a small group or number of people or things moving slowly




•
 
the traffic had dwindled to a trickle.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





trickle down






(of wealth) gradually benefit the poorest as a result of the increasing wealth of the richest.















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): imitative.





trickle charger

 
/ˈtrikəl ˈCHärjər/






noun




a battery charger that produces a very small current.













trickle-down






adjective




(of an economic system) in which the poorest gradually benefit as a result of the increasing wealth of the richest.













trickle irrigation






noun




the supply of a controlled flow of water to a number of points in a cultivated area.













trick or treat





I.
 
noun




a children's custom of calling at houses at Halloween with the threat of pranks if they are not given a small gift (often used as a greeting by children doing this).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in the custom of trick or treat




•
 
kids are going to go trick-or-treating tomorrow night.














III.
 
derivatives





trick-or-treater






noun





















trickster

 
/ˈtrikstər/






noun




a person who cheats or deceives people.













tricksy

 
/ˈtriksē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
clever in an ingenious or deceptive way




•
 
a typically tricksy beginning to his latest venture.










2.
 
(of a person) playful or mischievous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tricksily

 
/-səlē /






adverb













2.
 
tricksiness






noun





















tricky

 
/ˈtrikē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a task, problem, or situation) requiring care and skill because difficult or awkward




•
 
applying eyeliner can be a tricky business




•
 
some things are very tricky to explain.










2.
 
(of a person or act) deceitful, crafty, or skillful.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trickily

 
/ˈtrikəlē /






adverb













2.
 
trickiness

 
/ˈtrikēnəs /






noun





















triclad

 
/ˈtrīklad/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a free-living flatworm of an order characterized by having a gut with three branches, including the planarians.

[Order 
Tricladida

 , class 
Turbellaria

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Tricladida

 , from tri-
 ‘three’ + Greek 
klados

 ‘branch.’





triclinic

 
/trīˈklinik/





I.
 
adjective




of or denoting a crystal system or three-dimensional geometric arrangement having three unequal oblique axes.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek tri-
 ‘three’ + 
-clinic

 , on the pattern of 
monoclinic

 .





triclinium

 
/trīˈklinēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dining table with couches along three sides used in ancient Rome.




2.
 
a room containing a triclinium.











– origin

 Latin, from Greek 
triklinion

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
klinē

 ‘couch.’





tricolor

 
/ˈtrīˌkələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 tricolour





I.
 
noun




a flag with three bands or blocks of different colors, especially the French national flag with equal upright bands of blue, white, and red.








II.
 
adjective




having three colors.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
tricolore

 , from late Latin 
tricolor

 (see tri-
 , color
 ).





tricorn

 
/ˈtrīkôrn /

 
tricorne





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a hat) having a brim turned up on three sides.








II.
 
noun




a hat having a brim turned up on three sides.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
tricorne

 or Latin 
tricornis

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
cornu

 ‘horn.’





tricot

 
/ˈtrēkō/





I.
 
noun




a fine knitted fabric made of a natural or man-made fiber.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘knitting,’ from 
tricoter

 ‘to knit,’ of unknown origin.





tricoteuse

 
/ˌtrēkôˈtəz/





I.
 
noun




a woman who sits and knits (used especially in reference to a number of women who did this, during the French Revolution, while attending public executions).











– origin

 French, from 
tricoter

 ‘to knit.’





tric-trac

 
/ˈtriktrak/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a form of backgammon.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from the clicking sound made by the game pieces.





tricuspid

 
/trīˈkəspəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having three cusps or points, in particular




2.
 
denoting a tooth with three cusps or points.




3.
 
denoting or relating to a valve formed of three triangular segments, particularly that between the right atrium and ventricle of the heart.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Latin 
cuspis

 , 
cuspid-

 ‘cusp.’





tricycle

 
/ˈtrīsik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a vehicle similar to a bicycle, but having three wheels, two at the back and one at the front.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
tricycling

 )


1.
 
ride on a tricycle.








III.
 
derivatives





tricyclist

 
/-ist /






noun





















tricyclic

 
/trīˈsīklik, -ˈsik-/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an organic compound) having three fused rings of atoms in its molecule.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
tricyclics

 )


1.
 


[Medicine]

 any of a class of antidepressant drugs having molecules with three fused rings.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle’ + -ic
 .





tridactyl

 
/trīˈdaktl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a vertebrate limb) having three toes or fingers.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Greek 
daktulos

 ‘finger.’





trident

 
/ˈtrīdnt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a three-pronged spear, especially as an attribute of Poseidon (Neptune) or Britannia.




2.
 
(
Trident

 )
 — a US design of submarine-launched long-range ballistic missile.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
trident-

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
dens

 , 
dent-

 ‘tooth.’





Tridentine

 
/trīˈdentēn trīˈdenˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Council of Trent, especially as the basis of Roman Catholic doctrine.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Tridentinus

 , from 
Tridentum

 ‘Trent.’





Tridentine mass






noun




the Latin Eucharistic liturgy used by the Roman Catholic Church from 1570 to 1964.













tridymite

 
/ˈtridəˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a high-temperature form of quartz found as thin hexagonal crystals in some igneous rocks and stony meteorites.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Tridymit

 , from Greek 
tridumos

 ‘threefold,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
-dumos

 (as in 
didumos

 ‘twin’), because of its occurrence in groups of three crystals.





tried

 
/trīd/





I.
 
past and past participle of try
 .




II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used in various phrases to describe something that has proved effective or reliable before




•
 
novel applications of 
tried-and-tested

 methods




•
 
a 
tried-and-true

 recipe.



















triene

 
/ˈtrīēn/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an unsaturated hydrocarbon containing three double bonds between carbon atoms.













triennial

 
/trīˈenēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
recurring every three years




•
 
the triennial meeting of the Association.










2.
 
lasting for or relating to a period of three years.








II.
 
noun




a visitation of an Anglican diocese by its bishop every three years.








III.
 
derivatives





triennially

 
/trīˈenēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from late Latin 
triennis

 (from Latin 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
annus

 ‘year’) + -al
 .





triennium

 
/trīˈenēəm/





I.
 
noun




a specified period of three years.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
annus

 ‘year.’





trier

 
/ˈtrī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a person who always makes an effort, however unsuccessful they may be




•
 
Kelly was described by her teachers as a real trier.










2.
 
a person or body responsible for investigating and deciding a case judicially




•
 
the jury is the 
trier of fact

 .




















Trier

 
/ˈtrir/






a city on the Mosel River in Rhineland-Palatinate, in western Germany; pop. 103,500 (est. 2006). French name Trèves
 Established by a Germanic tribe, the Treveri, 
c.

 400 
BC

 , Trier is one of the oldest cities in Europe.









Trieste

 
/trēˈest/






a city in northeastern Italy, the largest port on the Adriatic Sea; pop. 205,341 (2008). Formerly held by Austria (1382–1918), Trieste was annexed by Italy after World War I. The Free Territory of Trieste was created after World War II but it was returned to Italy in 1954.









trifacial nerve

 
/trīˌfāSHəl ˈnərv/






noun




another term for trigeminal nerve
 .














trifecta

 
/trīˈfektə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a bet in which the person betting forecasts the first three finishers in a race in the correct order.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a run of three wins or grand events




•
 
today is a trifecta of birthdays.

















– origin

 1970s: from tri-
 ‘three’ + perfecta
 .





triffid

 
/ˈtrifid /

 
Triffid





I.
 
noun




(in science fiction) one of a race of predatory plants that are capable of growing to a gigantic size and are possessed of locomotor ability and a poisonous sting.











– origin

 coined by John Wyndham in 
Day of the Triffids

 (1951).





trifid

 
/ˈtrīfid/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Biology]

 partly or wholly split into three divisions or lobes.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
trifidus

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
fid-

 ‘split, divided’ (from the verb 
findere

 ).





trifle

 
/ˈtrīfəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing of little value or importance




•
 
we needn't trouble the headmaster over such trifles.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a small amount of something




•
 
the thousand yen he'd paid seemed the merest trifle.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a cold dessert of sponge cake and fruit covered with layers of custard, jelly, and cream.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
trifle with

 )
 — treat (someone or something) without seriousness or respect




•
 
he is 
not

 a man 
to be trifled with






•
 
men who trifle with women's affections.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 talk or act frivolously




•
 
we will not trifle—life is too short.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
trifle something away

 )
 — waste something, especially time, frivolously.








III.
 
phrases





a trifle






a little; somewhat




•
 
his methods are a trifle eccentric.


















IV.
 
derivatives





trifler

 
/ˈtrīf(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (also denoting an idle story told to deceive or amuse): from Old French 
trufle

 , by-form of 
trufe

 ‘deceit,’ of unknown origin. The verb derives from Old French 
truffler

 ‘mock, deceive.’





trifling

 
/ˈtrīf(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective




unimportant or trivial




•
 
a trifling sum.














II.
 
derivatives





triflingly

 
/ˈtrīf(ə)liNGlē /






adverb





















trifluoperazine

 
/trīˌflo͞oōˈperəˌzēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antipsychotic and sedative drug related to phenothiazine.











– origin

 1950s: from tri-
 + 
fluo(rine)

 + 
(pi)perazine

 .





trifocal

 
/ˈtrīˌfōk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a pair of glasses) having lenses with three parts with different focal lengths.








II.
 
noun

 — (
trifocals

 )


1.
 
a pair of glasses with trifocal lenses.













trifold

 
/ˈtrīfōld/






adjective




triple; threefold




•
 
an ingenious trifold partnership between government, employers, and students.



















trifoliate

 
/trīˈfōlēət trīˈfōlēˌāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a compound leaf) having three leaflets




•
 
dark green trifoliate leaves.










2.
 
(of a plant) having trifoliate leaves.




3.
 
(of an object or design) having the form of a trifoliate leaf




•
 
a bronze trifoliate key handle.














II.
 
noun




a plant with trifoliate leaves




•
 
poison ivy is a thornless trifoliate.



















triforium

 
/trīˈfôrēəm/





I.
 
noun




a gallery or arcade above the arches of the nave, choir, and transepts of a church.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Anglo-Latin, of unknown origin.





triform

 
/ˈtrīfôrm/






adjective






‹technical›

 composed of three parts




•
 
strawberries nestling among their triform leaves.



















trifurcate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈtrīfərˌkāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into three branches or forks.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ /



1.
 
divided into three branches or forks.








III.
 
derivatives





trifurcation

 
/ˌtrīfərˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
trifurcus

 ‘three-forked’ (from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
furca

 ‘fork’) + -ate
 2
 .





trig1


 
/triɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 trigonometry.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





trig2


 
/triɡ /

 

‹US archaic›






I.
 
adjective




neat and smart in appearance




•
 
two trig little boys, each in a gray flannel suit.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make neat and smart in appearance




•
 
he has rigged her and trigged her with paint and spar.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘faithful, trusty’): from Old Norse 
tryggr

 ; related to true
 . The current verb sense dates from the late 17th cent.





trig.






abbreviation



1.
 
trigonometric.




2.
 
trigonometrical.




3.
 
trigonometry.













trigamous

 
/ˈtriɡəməs/





I.
 
adjective




having three wives or husbands at the same time.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trigamist

 
/-mist /






noun













2.
 
trigamy

 
/-mē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
trigamos

 (from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
gamos

 ‘marriage’) + -ous
 . The nouns 
trigamist

 and 
trigamy

 date from the mid 17th cent.






trigeminal nerve

 
/trīˌjemənl ˈnərv/






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the fifth and largest pair of cranial nerves, supplying the front part of the head and dividing into the ophthalmic, maxillary, and mandibular nerves.














trigeminal neuralgia






noun






[Medicine]

 neuralgia involving one or more of the branches of the trigeminal nerves, and often causing severe pain.













trigeminus

 
/trīˈjemənəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the trigeminal nerve.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘three born at the same birth,’ extended to mean ‘threefold.’





trigger

 
/ˈtriɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small device that releases a spring or catch and so sets off a mechanism, especially in order to fire a gun




•
 
he pulled the trigger of the shotgun.










2.
 
an event or circumstance that is the cause of a particular action, process, or situation




•
 
the trigger for the strike was the closure of a mine.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (an event or situation) to happen or exist




•
 
an allergy can be triggered by stress or overwork.










2.
 
cause (a device) to function.








III.
 
phrases





quick on the trigger






quick to respond.












IV.
 
derivatives





triggered






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from dialect 
tricker

 , from Dutch 
trekker

 , from 
trekken

 ‘to pull.’





trigger finger






noun



1.
 
the forefinger of the hand, as that with which the trigger of a gun is typically pulled.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a defect in a tendon causing a finger to jerk or snap straight when the hand is extended.













triggerfish

 
/ˈtriɡərˌfiSH/






noun




a marine fish occurring chiefly in tropical inshore waters. It has a large, stout dorsal spine that can be erected and locked into place, allowing the fish to wedge itself into crevices.

[Family 
Balistidae

 : numerous genera and species.]













trigger hair






noun



1.
 
a hairlike structure that triggers a rapid movement when touched, in particular




2.
 


[Zoology]

 (in a coelenterate) a filament at the mouth of a nematocyst, triggering the emission of the stinging hair.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a bristle on the leaf of a Venus flytrap, triggering the closure of the leaf around an insect.













trigger-happy

 
/ˈtriɡər ˌhapē/






adjective




ready to react violently, especially by shooting, on the slightest provocation




•
 
territory controlled by trigger-happy bandits.



















trigger point






noun



1.
 
a particular circumstance or situation that causes an event to occur




•
 
the army's refusal to withdraw from the territory was the trigger point for military action.










2.
 


[Physiology]

 
[Medicine]

 a sensitive area of the body, stimulation or irritation of which causes a specific effect in another part, especially a tender area in a muscle that causes generalized musculoskeletal pain when overstimulated.













trigger warning






noun




a statement at the start of a piece of writing, video, etc., alerting the reader or viewer to the fact that it contains potentially distressing material (often used to introduce a description of such content)




•
 
there probably should be a trigger warning for people dealing with grief




•
 
trigger warning: sexual assault discussed very bluntly.



















Triglav

 
/ˈtrēˌɡläf, -ˌɡläv/






a mountain in the Julian Alps, in northwestern Slovenia, near the Italian border. Rising to 9,392 feet (2,863 m), it is the highest peak in the mountains east of the Adriatic Sea.









triglyceride

 
/trīˈɡlisəˌrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 
[Medicine]

 an ester formed from glycerol and three fatty acid groups. Triglycerides are the main constituents of natural fats and oils, and high concentrations in the blood indicate an elevated risk of stroke.













triglyph

 
/ˈtrīɡlif/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a tablet in a Doric frieze with three vertical grooves. Triglyphs alternate with metopes.








II.
 
derivatives





triglyphic

 
/trīˈɡlifik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
trigluphos

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
gluphē

 ‘carving.’






trigon

 
/ˈtrīɡän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
archaic term for triangle
 .




2.
 
an ancient triangular lyre or harp.




3.
 
a triangular cutting region formed by three cusps on an upper molar tooth.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘triangle’): via Latin from Greek 
trigōnon

 , neuter of 
trigōnos

 ‘three-cornered.’





trigon.






abbreviation



1.
 
trigonometric.




2.
 
trigonometrical.




3.
 
trigonometry.













trigonal

 
/ˈtriɡənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
triangular




•
 
square or trigonal double-sided inserts.










2.
 


[chiefly Biology]

 triangular in cross section




•
 
large trigonal shells.










3.
 
of or denoting a crystal system or three-dimensional geometric arrangement having three equal axes separated by equal angles that are not right angles.








II.
 
derivatives





trigonally






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
trigonalis

 , from Latin 
trigonum

 (see trigon
 ).





trigone

 
/ˈtrīɡōn/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a triangular region or tissue, particularly the area at the base of the urinary bladder, between the openings of the ureters and urethra.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
trigonum

 ‘triangle.’






trigonometric function






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function of an angle, or of an abstract quantity, used in trigonometry, including the sine, cosine, tangent, cotangent, secant, and cosecant, and their hyperbolic counterparts.

Also called circular function
 .













trigonometry

 
/ˌtriɡəˈnämətrē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of mathematics dealing with the relations of the sides and angles of triangles and with the relevant functions of any angles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trigonometric

 
/ˌtriɡ(ə)nəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
trigonometrical

 
/ˌtriɡ(ə)nəˈmetrək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
trigonometria

 (see trigon
 , -metry
 ).





trigram

 
/ˈtrīɡram/






noun



1.
 
another term for trigraph
 .




2.
 


[Linguistics]

 a group of three consecutive written units such as letters, syllables, or words.




3.
 
each of the eight figures formed of three parallel lines, each either whole or broken, combined to form the sixty-four hexagrams of the 
I Ching

 .














trigraph

 
/ˈtrīˌɡraf/






noun




a group of three letters representing one sound, for example German 
sch-

 .














trihalomethane

 
/ˌtrīˌhalōˈmeTHān ˌtraɪˌhæloʊˈmɛθeɪn /

 
THM






noun




another term for haloform
 .













trihedral

 
/trīˈhēdrəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a solid figure or body) having three sides or faces (in addition to the base or ends); triangular in cross section.








II.
 
noun




a trihedral figure.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Greek 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
hedra

 ‘base’ + -al
 .





trihedron

 
/trīˈhēdrən/





I.
 
noun




a solid figure having three sides or faces (in addition to the base or ends).











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + -hedron
 , on the pattern of words such as 
polyhedron

 .





trihydric

 
/trīˈhīdrik/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an alcohol) containing three hydroxyl groups.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + hydrogen
 + -ic
 .





triiodomethane

 
/ˌtrī-īōdōˈmeTHān, -ˌädō-/






noun




another term for iodoform
 .













triiodothyronine

 
/ˌtrī-īˌōdōˈTHīrəˌnēn, -īˌädō-/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a thyroid hormone similar to thyroxine but having greater potency.













trijet

 
/ˈtrījet/






noun




an aircraft powered by three jet engines.













trike

 
/trīk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a tricycle.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





trilateral

 
/trīˈladərəl trīˈlatrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
shared by or involving three parties




•
 
trilateral negotiations.










2.
 


[Geometry]

 of, on, or with three sides.








II.
 
noun




a triangle.













trilby

 
/ˈtrilbē/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a soft felt hat with a narrow brim and indented crown.








II.
 
derivatives





trilbied






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from the name of the heroine in G. du Maurier's novel 
Trilby

 (1894), in the stage version of which such a hat was worn.





trilinear

 
/trīˈlinēər/






adjective






[Mathematics]

 of or having three lines.













trilingual

 
/trīˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) speaking three languages fluently.




2.
 
(of a text or an activity) written or conducted in three languages




•
 
trilingual magazines in Chinese, Indonesian, and English.














II.
 
derivatives





trilingualism

 
/-ˌlizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Latin 
lingua

 ‘tongue’ + -al
 .





trill

 
/tril/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quavering or vibratory sound, especially a rapid alternation of sung or played notes




•
 
they heard the muffled trill of the telephone




•
 
the caged bird launched into a piercing trill.










2.
 
the pronunciation of a consonant, especially 
r

 , with rapid vibration of the tongue against the hard or soft palate or the uvula.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce a quavering or warbling sound




•
 
a skylark was trilling overhead




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Coming sir,” they both trilled




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
trilling a love ballad, she led him to her chair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pronounce (a consonant) by rapid vibration of the tongue against the hard or soft palate or the uvula.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
trillo

 (noun), 
trillare

 (verb).





triller

 
/ˈtrilər/






noun




an Australasian and Southeast Asian songbird of the cuckoo-shrike family, with mainly black and white plumage.

[Family 
Campephagidae

 : two genera, in particular 
Lalage

 , and several species.]













Trillin, Calvin

 
/ˈtrilən/






(1935–), US writer; full name 
Calvin Marshall Trillin

 . He became a staff writer for 
The New Yorker

 magazine in 1963 and had a syndicated newspaper column 1986–95 and a weekly column in 
Time

 magazine 1995–2001. He was a columnist 1978–85 for 
The Nation

 , to which he has contributed a weekly satirical verse since 1990. Among his many books are 
Remembering Denny

 (1993), a story of a college friend, and 
Messages from my Father

 (1996).









trillion

 
/ˈtrilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
a million million (1,000,000,000,000 or 1012
 ).




2.
 
(
trillions

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very large number or amount




•
 
the yammering of trillions of voices.










3.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a million million million (1,000,000,000,000,000,000 or 1018
 ).








II.
 
derivatives





trillionth

 
/ˈtrilyənTH /






ordinal number



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, from 
million

 , by substitution of the prefix 
tri-

 ‘three’ for the initial letters.






trillium

 
/ˈtrilēəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant with a solitary three-petaled flower above a whorl of three leaves, native to North American and Asia.

[Genus 
Trillium

 , family 
Liliaceae

 (or 
Trilliaceae

 ): several species, in particular 
red trillium

 (
T. erectum

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, apparently an alteration of Swedish 
trilling

 ‘triplet.’





trilobite

 
/ˈtrīləˌbīt/





I.
 
noun




an extinct marine arthropod that occurred abundantly during the Paleozoic era, with a carapace over the forepart, and a segmented hind part divided longitudinally into three lobes.

[Subphylum 
Trilobita

 , phylum 
Arthropoda

 : numerous classes and orders.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Trilobites

 , from Greek 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
lobos

 ‘lobe’ + -ite
 1
 .






trilogy

 
/ˈtriləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of three related novels, plays, films, operas, or albums.




2.
 
(in ancient Greece) a series of three tragedies performed one after the other.




3.
 
a group or series of three related things




•
 
a trilogy of cases reflected this development.

















– origin

 from Greek 
trilogia

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three times’ + 
logos

 ‘story.’





trim

 
/trim/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) neat or of the required size or form by cutting away irregular or unwanted parts




•
 
trim the grass using a sharp mower.










2.
 
cut off (irregular or unwanted parts)




•
 
he was 
trimming

 the fat 
off

 some pork chops.










3.
 
reduce the size, amount, or number of (something, typically expenditure or costs)




•
 
Congress had to decide which current defense programs should be trimmed.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
trim down

 )
 — (of a person) lose weight; become slimmer




•
 
he works on trimming down and eating right.










5.
 
firm up or lose weight from (a part of one's body).




6.
 
(usu. 
be trimmed

 )
 — decorate (something), typically with contrasting items or pieces of material




•
 
a pair of black leather gloves 
trimmed with

 fake fur.










7.
 
adjust (sails) to take best advantage of the wind.




8.
 
adjust the forward and after drafts of (a vessel) by changing the distribution of weight on board, especially cargo and ballast.




9.
 
keep or adjust the degree to which (an aircraft) can be maintained at a constant altitude without any control forces being present.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — adapt one's views to the prevailing political trends for personal advancement.




11.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 get the better of (someone), typically by cheating them out of money.




12.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 rebuke (someone) angrily.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
additional decoration, typically along the edges of something and in contrasting color or material




•
 
suede sandals with gold trim




•
 
we painted the buildings off-white with a blue trim.










2.
 
decorative additions to a vehicle, typically the upholstery or interior lining of a car.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of cutting off part of something in order to neaten it




•
 
his hair needs a trim.










4.
 
a short piece of film cut out during the final editing stage.




5.
 
the state of being in good order or condition




•
 
no one had been there for months—everything was out of trim.










6.
 
the degree to which an aircraft can be maintained at a constant altitude without any control forces being present




•
 
the pilot's only problem was the need to constantly readjust the trim.










7.
 
the difference between a vessel's forward and after drafts, especially as it affects its navigability.








III.
 
adjective



1.
 
neat and smart in appearance; in good order




•
 
she kept her husband's clothes neat and trim




•
 
a trim little villa.










2.
 
(of a person or their body) slim and fit




•
 
she has a trim, athletic figure.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
in trim





a.
 
slim and fit.




b.
 


[Nautical]

 in good order.









2.
 
trim one's sails (to the wind)






make changes to suit one's new circumstances.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trimly






adverb













2.
 
trimness

 
/ˈtrimnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
trymman

 , 
trymian

 ‘make firm, arrange,’ of which the adjective appears to be a derivative. The word's history is obscure; current verb senses date from the early 16th cent. when usage became frequent and served many purposes: this is possibly explained by spoken or dialect use in the Middle English period not recorded in extant literature.





trimaran

 
/ˈtrīməˌran/





I.
 
noun




a yacht with three hulls in parallel.











– origin

 1940s: from tri-
 + catamaran
 .





Trimble, Robert

 
/ˈtrimbəl/






(1776–1828), US Supreme Court associate justice 1826–28. Appointed to the Court by President John Quincy Adams, he was an advocate of federal supremacy.









trimer

 
/ˈtrīmər/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a polymer comprising three monomer units.








II.
 
derivatives





trimeric

 
/trīˈmerik /






adjective





















trimerous

 
/ˈtrimərəs/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having parts arranged in groups of three.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 consisting of three joints or parts.













trimester

 
/trīˈmestər ˈtrīˌmestər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of three months, especially as a division of the duration of pregnancy.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 each of the three terms in an academic year.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trimestral

 
/trīˈmestrəl /






adjective













2.
 
trimestrial






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
trimestre

 , from Latin 
trimestris

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
mensis

 ‘month.’





trimeter

 
/ˈtrimidər/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a line of verse consisting of three metrical feet.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trimetric

 
/trīˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
trimetrical

 
/trīˈmetrikəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
trimetros

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
metron

 ‘measure.’





trimethoprim

 
/trīˈmeTHəˌprim/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic antibiotic used to treat malaria and respiratory and urinary infections (usually in conjunction with a sulfonamide).











– origin

 1960s: from 
trimeth(yl)

 + 
o(xy-)

 + 
p(y)rim(idine)

 .





trimix

 
/ˈtrīmiks/






noun




a breathing mixture for deep-sea divers, composed of nitrogen, helium, and oxygen.













trimmer

 
/ˈtrimər/






noun



1.
 
an implement used for trimming off the unwanted or untidy parts of something




•
 
a hedge trimmer.










2.
 
a person who adapts their views to the prevailing political trends for personal advancement.




3.
 
a person who decorates something




•
 
window trimmers.










4.
 
(also 
trimmer joist

 )
 — 

[Architecture]

 a crosspiece fixed between full-length joists (and often across the end of truncated joists) to form part of the frame of an opening in a floor or roof.




5.
 
a person responsible for trimming the sails of a yacht.




6.
 
a person employed to arrange cargo or fuel in a ship's hold.




7.
 
a small capacitor or other component used to tune a circuit such as a radio set.













trimming

 
/ˈtrimiNG/






noun



1.
 
(
trimmings

 )
 — small pieces trimmed off something




•
 
hedge trimmings.










2.
 
decoration, especially for clothing




•
 
a party dress with lace trimming.










3.
 
(
the trimmings

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the traditional accompaniments to something, especially a meal or special occasion




•
 
roast turkey 
with all the trimmings

 .



















Trimontium

 
/ˌtrīˈmän(t)ēəm/






Roman name for Plovdiv
 .









trimpot

 
/ˈtrimpät/






noun




a small potentiometer used to make small adjustments to the value of resistance or voltage in an electronic circuit.













trim tab

 
trimming tab






noun






[Aeronautics]

 an adjustable tab or airfoil attached to a control surface, used to trim an aircraft in flight.













Trimurti

 
/trēˈmo͝ordē /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
the trinity of Brahma the creator, Vishnu the preserver, and Shiva the destroyer.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
tri

 ‘three’ + 
mūrti

 ‘form.’






trine

 
/trīn /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
noun




an aspect of 120° (one third of a circle)




•
 
Venus 
in trine to

 Mars




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a trine aspect.







See also grand trine
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a planet) be in a trine aspect with (another planet or position)




•
 
Jupiter trines Pluto all month.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘made up of three parts’): from Old French 
trin(e

 ), from Latin 
trinus

 ‘threefold,’ from 
tres

 ‘three.’





Trini

 
/ˈtrinē/





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 a Trinidadian.











– origin

 abbreviation.






Trinidad and Tobago

 
/ˌtrinədad ən təˈbāɡō/






I.

1.
 
a country in the Caribbean Sea comprising two islands off the northeastern coast of Venezuela; pop. 1,230,000 (est. 2009); capital, Port-of-Spain (on Trinidad); languages, English (official) and Creole.





The larger of the two islands is Trinidad, with Tobago to the northeast. Trinidad, inhabited by Arawaks, was visited by Columbus in 1498 and settled by the Spanish; Tobago, occupied by Caribs, was colonized by the French and later the British in the 18th century. Trinidad became British during the Napoleonic Wars and was formally amalgamated with Tobago as a Crown Colony in 1888. Trinidad and Tobago became an independent member state of the Commonwealth of Nations in 1962 and finally a republic in 1976.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Tobagan

 
/təˈbāɡən /






adjective, noun













2.
 
Tobagonian

 
/ˌtōbəˈɡōnēən /






adjective, noun





















Trinidadian

 
/ˌtrinəˈdadēən ˌtrinəˈdādēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the island Trinidad or its people




•
 
songs in Trinidadian dialect.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the island Trinidad




•
 
the umpire was a Trinidadian.



















Trinitarian

 
/ˌtrinəˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to belief in the doctrine of the Trinity.








II.
 
noun




a person who believes in the doctrine of the Trinity.








III.
 
derivatives





Trinitarianism

 
/ˌtrinəˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun





















trinity

 
/ˈtrinədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Christian Godhead as one God in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.




2.
 
a group of three people or things




•
 
the wine was the first of a trinity of three excellent vintages.










3.
 
the state of being three




•
 
God is said to be trinity in unity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trinite

 , from Latin 
trinitas

 ‘triad,’ from 
trinus

 ‘threefold’ (see trine
 ).





Trinity Mountains






a forested range of the Klamath Mountains in northwestern California.









Trinity River






a river that flows for 550 miles (900 km) from the Trinity Mountains across Texas to the Gulf of Mexico.









Trinity Sunday

 
/ˌtrinədē ˈsənˌdā/






noun




the next Sunday after Pentecost, observed in the Western Christian Church as a feast in honor of the Holy Trinity.













Trinity term






noun






(Brit.)

 (in some universities) the term beginning after Easter.













trinket

 
/ˈtriNGkit/





I.
 
noun




a small ornament or item of jewelry that is of little value.








II.
 
derivatives





trinketry

 
/ˈtriNGkitrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





trinomial

 
/trīˈnōmēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an algebraic expression) consisting of three terms.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of a systematic name for a taxon) consisting of three terms of which the first is the name of the genus, the second that of the species, and the third that of the subspecies or variety.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an algebraic expression of three terms.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a trinomial taxonomic name.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three,’ on the pattern of 
binomial

 .





trio

 
/ˈtrēō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a set or group of three people or things




•
 
the hotel was run by a trio of brothers.










2.
 
a group of three musicians




•
 
a jazz trio.










3.
 
a composition written for three musicians




•
 
Chopin's G minor Trio.










4.
 
the central, typically contrastive, section of a minuet, scherzo, or march.




5.
 
(in piquet) a set of three aces, kings, queens, jacks, or tens held in one hand.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
tres

 ‘three,’ on the pattern of 
duo

 .






triode

 
/ˈtrīōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vacuum tube having three electrodes.




2.
 
a semiconductor rectifier having three connections.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + electrode
 .





triolet

 
/ˈtrēələt/





I.
 
noun




a poem of eight lines, typically of eight syllables each, rhyming 
abaaabab

 and so structured that the first line recurs as the fourth and seventh and the second as the eighth.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French.





triose

 
/ˈtrīōs/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of monosaccharide sugars whose molecules contain three carbon atoms.













trio sonata






noun




a baroque composition written in three parts, two upper parts and one bass, and usually performed with a keyboard continuo.













trioxide

 
/trīˈäkˌsīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 an oxide containing three atoms of oxygen in its molecule or empirical formula.













trip

 
/trip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — catch one's foot on something and stumble or fall




•
 
he 
tripped over

 his cat




•
 
she 
tripped up

 during the penultimate lap.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to do this




•
 
she shot out her foot to 
trip

 him 
up

 .










3.
 
(
trip up

 )
 — make a mistake




•
 
taxpayers often trip up by not declaring taxable income.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
trip someone up

 )
 — detect or expose someone in an error, blunder, or inconsistency




•
 
the man was determined to trip him up on his economics.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — walk, run, or dance with quick light steps




•
 
they tripped up the terrace steps.










6.
 
(of words) flow lightly and easily




•
 
a name that 
trips off the tongue






•
 
the guest list tripped from her lips.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — activate (a mechanism), especially by contact with a switch, catch, or other electrical device




•
 
an intruder trips the alarm.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of part of an electric circuit) disconnect automatically as a safety measure




•
 
the plugs will trip as soon as any change in current is detected.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 release and raise (an anchor) from the seabed by means of a buoyed line attached to the anchor's crown.




10.
 
turn (a yard or other object) from a horizontal to a vertical position for lowering.




11.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 experience hallucinations induced by taking a psychedelic drug, especially LSD




•
 
they prance around 
tripping out

 on their hallucinogens.










12.
 
(
be tripping

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 be behaving in an irrational or crazy way




•
 
you're tripping if you think I'm hanging around




•
 
I would like to know if I'm the one who's trippin' or if it's him.










13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — go on a short journey




•
 
when tripping through the Yukon, take some time to explore our museums.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of going to a place and returning; a journey or excursion, especially for pleasure




•
 
Sally's gone on a school trip




•
 
a trip to the North Pole




•
 
a quick trip to the store.










2.
 
a stumble or fall due to catching one's foot on something.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a mistake




•
 
an occasional trip in the performance.










4.
 


‹informal›

 a hallucinatory experience caused by taking a psychedelic drug, especially LSD




•
 
acid trips.










5.
 
an exciting or stimulating experience




•
 
it was a trip seeing him again.










6.
 
a self-indulgent attitude or activity




•
 
politics was a sixties trip.










7.
 
a device that activates or disconnects a mechanism, circuit, etc.




8.
 


‹archaic›

 a light, lively movement of a person's feet




•
 
yonder comes Dalinda; I know her by her trip.














III.
 
phrases





trip the light fantastic








‹humorous›

 dance, in particular engage in ballroom dancing.

[from “Trip it as you go / On the light fantastic toe” (Milton's 
L'Allegro

 ).]















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
triper

 , from Middle Dutch 
trippen

 ‘to skip, hop.’





tripartite

 
/trīˈpärˌtīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of three parts




•
 
a tripartite classification.










2.
 
shared by or involving three parties




•
 
a tripartite coalition government.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tripartitely






adverb













2.
 
tripartition

 
/ˌtrīˌpärˈtiSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
tripartitus

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
partitus

 ‘divided’ (past participle of 
partiri

 ).





trip computer

 
/trip kəmˈpyo͞odər/






noun




an electronic odometer, typically with extra capabilities such as the ability to calculate fuel consumption.













tripe

 
/trīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the first or second stomach of a cow or other ruminant used as food.




2.
 


‹informal›

 nonsense; rubbish




•
 
you do talk tripe sometimes.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, of unknown origin.





trip hammer

 
/trip ˈhamər/






noun




a large, heavy pivoted hammer used in forging, raised by a cam or lever and allowed to drop on the metal being worked.













trip-hop






noun




a style of dance music, usually slow in tempo, that combines elements of hip-hop and dub reggae with softer, more ambient sounds.














triphthong

 
/ˈtrifˌTHôNG ˈtripˌTHôNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a union of three vowels (letters or sounds) pronounced in one syllable (as in some pronunciations of 
our

 ).

Contrasted with diphthong
 , monophthong
 .




2.
 
a vowel trigraph (as in b
eau

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





triphthongal

 
/trifˈTHôNG(ɡ)əl, trip-, -ˈTHäNG(ɡ)əl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
triphtongue

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three,’ on the pattern of 
diphthong

 .





Tripitaka

 
/ˌtriˈpidikə/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Tripitaka

 )


1.
 
the discourses of the Buddha, collected in the first century and arranged into the three divisions of sermons, monastic law, and metaphysics. Only the compilation of the Theravada school, written in Pali, survives in its entirety.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
tripiṭaka

 , literally ‘the three baskets or collections.’





tripl.






abbreviation




triplicate.














triplane

 
/ˈtrīplān/






noun




an early type of airplane with three pairs of wings, one above the other.














triple

 
/ˈtripəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
consisting of or involving three parts, things, or people




•
 
a triple murder




•
 
triple somersaults.










2.
 
having three times the usual size, quality, or strength




•
 
a triple dark rum.














II.
 
predeterminer




three times as much or as many




•
 
the copper energy cells had triple the efficiency of silicon cells.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is three times as large as usual or is made up of three standard units or items.




2.
 
(
triples

 )
 — a sporting contest in which each side has three players.




3.
 
(
Triples

 )
 — 

[Bell-ringing]

 a system of change ringing using seven bells, with three pairs changing places each time.




4.
 


[Baseball]

 a hit that enables the batter to reach third base.




5.
 
another term for trifecta
 .








IV.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become three times as much or as many




•
 
grain prices were expected to triple.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — multiply (something) by three




•
 
the party more than tripled its share of the vote.










3.
 


[Baseball]

 hit a triple




•
 
he tripled into right field.














V.
 
derivatives





triply

 
/ˈtrip(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective and adverb): from Old French, or from Latin 
triplus

 , from Greek 
triplous

 .






triple A

 
/ˈtripəl ā /

 
AAA






noun



1.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Finance]

 the highest grading available from credit rating agencies.




2.
 
the highest competitive level in minor league baseball.













Triple Alliance

 
/ˈtripəl əˈlīəns/






noun




a union or association between three powers or states, in particular that made in 1668 between England, the Netherlands, and Sweden against France, and that in 1882 between Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy against France and Russia.













triple bogey

 

‹Golf›






I.
 
noun




a score of three strokes over par for a hole.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complete (a hole) in three strokes over par.













triple bond






noun






[Chemistry]

 a chemical bond in which three pairs of electrons are shared between two atoms.













triple crown






noun



1.
 
(
Triple Crown

 )
 — an award or honor for winning a group of three important events in a sport, in particular victory by one horse in the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness, and the Belmont Stakes.




2.
 
the papal tiara.













Triple Entente

 
/ˌtripəl änˈtänt/






an early-20th-century alliance between Great Britain, France, and Russia. Originally a series of loose agreements, the Triple Entente began to assume the nature of a more formal alliance as the prospect of war with the Central Powers became more likely, and formed the basis of the Allied powers in World War I.










triple jump

 
/ˈtripəl ˌjəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the triple jump

 )
 — a track-and-field event in which competitors attempt to jump as far as possible by performing a hop, a step, and a jump from a running start.




2.
 


[Skating]

 a jump in which the skater makes three full turns while in the air.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an athlete) perform a triple jump.








III.
 
derivatives





triple jumper






noun





















triple play






noun






[Baseball]

 a defensive play in which three runners are put out.













triple point






noun






[Chemistry]

 the temperature and pressure at which the solid, liquid, and vapor phases of a pure substance can coexist in equilibrium.













triple rhyme






noun




a feminine rhyme involving one stressed and two unstressed syllables in each rhyming line.













triplet

 
/ˈtriplit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
triplets

 )
 — one of three children or animals born at the same birth.




2.
 
a set or succession of three similar things.




3.
 


[Music]

 a group of three equal notes to be performed in the time of two or four.




4.
 
a set of three rhyming lines of verse.




5.
 


[Physics]

 
[Chemistry]

 an atomic or molecular state characterized by two unpaired electrons with parallel spins.




6.
 
a group of three associated lines close together in a spectrum or electrophoretic gel.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from triple
 , on the pattern of 
doublet

 .






triplet code






noun






[Biology]

 the standard version of the genetic code, in which a sequence of three nucleotides in a DNA or RNA molecule codes for a specific amino acid in protein synthesis.













triple time






noun




musical time with three beats to the bar.













triple tonguing






noun






[Music]

 a technique in which alternate movements of the tongue are made (typically as in sounding 
ttk

 ) to facilitate rapid playing of a wind instrument.














triplex

 
/ˈtripleks ˈtrīˌpleks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a building divided into three self-contained residences.




2.
 
an apartment or other residence on three floors.




3.
 
a movie theater with three separate screening rooms.




4.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a triple-stranded polynucleotide molecule.








II.
 
adjective




having three parts, in particular (of a residence) on three floors




•
 
his vast triplex apartment.














III.
 
verb

 — (
be triplexed

 )


1.
 
(of electrical equipment or systems) be provided or fitted in triplicate so as to ensure reliability.











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘threefold’): from Latin, ‘threefold,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
plicare

 ‘to fold.’ Current specific senses date from the 1920s.





triplicate





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈtripləkət /
 [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
existing in three copies or examples




•
 
triplicate measurements.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈtripləkət /



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a thing that is part of a set of three copies or corresponding parts




•
 
the triplicate of a letter to the Governor.














III.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈtripləˌkāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make three copies of (something); multiply by three.








IV.
 
phrases





in triplicate





a.
 
three times in exactly the same way




•
 
the procedure was repeated in triplicate.










b.
 
existing as a set of three exact copies




•
 
this form is in triplicate and must be handed to all employees.


















V.
 
derivatives





triplication

 
/ˌtripləˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
triplicat-

 ‘made three,’ from the verb 
triplicare

 , from 
triplex

 , 
triplic-

 ‘threefold’ (see triplex
 ). The verb dates from the early 17th cent.





triplicity

 
/triˈplisədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 a group of three people or things.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
‹archaic›

 the state of being triple.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a term in astrology): from late Latin 
triplicitas

 , from Latin 
triplex

 , 
triplic-

 ‘threefold’ (see triplex
 ).





triploblastic

 
/ˌtriplōˈblastik/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 having a body derived from three embryonic cell layers (ectoderm, mesoderm, and endoderm), as in all multicellular animals except sponges and coelenterates.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
triploos

 ‘threefold’ + -blast
 + -ic
 .





triploid

 
/ˈtriploid /

 

‹Genetics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cell or nucleus) containing three homologous sets of chromosomes.




2.
 
(of an organism or species) composed of triploid cells.








II.
 
noun




a triploid organism, variety, or species.








III.
 
derivatives





triploidy

 
/ˈtriˌploidē /






noun





















tripmeter

 
/ˈtripˌmēdər/






noun




a vehicle instrument that can be set to record the distance of individual journeys.













tripod

 
/ˈtrīpäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a three-legged stand for supporting a camera or other apparatus.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a stool, table, or cauldron resting on three legs.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the bronze altar at Delphi on which a priestess sat to utter oracles.








II.
 
derivatives





tripodal

 
/trīˈpōdl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
tripous

 , 
tripod-

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





tripoli

 
/ˈtripəlē/





I.
 
noun




another term for rottenstone
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Tripoli
 .






Tripoli

 
/ˈtripəlē/





I.
 
the capital and chief port of Libya, on the Mediterranean coast in the northwestern part of the country; pop. 1,065,400 (est. 2006). Founded by Phoenicians in the 7th century 
BC

 , its ancient name was Oea.

Arabic name Tarabulus al-Gharb
 , ‘western Tripoli’.




II.
 
a port in northwestern Lebanon; pop. 190,800 (est. 2009). It was founded 
c.

 700 
BC

 and was the capital of the Phoenician triple federation formed by the city states Sidon, Tyre, and Arvad. Today it is a major port and commercial center.

Arabic name Tarabulus ash-Sham
 , ‘eastern Tripoli,’ Trâblous
 .









Tripolitania

 
/ˌtripələˈtānēə, triˌpälə-, -ˈtānyə/





I.
 
a coastal region that surrounds Tripoli in North Africa, in what is now northeastern Libya.




II.
 
derivatives





Tripolitanian






adjective, noun



















– origin

 based on Latin 
tripolis

 ‘three cities,’ referring to the Phoenician cities, Oea (now Tripoli), Leptis Magna, and Sabratha, established here in the 7th cent. 
BC

 .





tripos

 
/ˈtrīpäs/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the final honors examination for a BA degree at Cambridge University.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: alteration of Latin 
tripus

 ‘tripod,’ with reference to the stool on which a designated graduate (known as the “Tripos”) sat.





trippant

 
/ˈtripənt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 (of a stag or deer) represented as walking.

Compare with passant
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Old French, literally ‘walking or springing lightly,’ present participle of 
tripper

 .





tripper

 
/ˈtripər/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who goes on a pleasure trip or excursion.













trippy

 
/ˈtripē/






adjective






‹informal›

 resembling or inducing the hallucinatory effect produced by taking a psychedelic drug




•
 
trippy house music.



















triptych

 
/ˈtriptik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a picture or relief carving on three panels, typically hinged together side by side and used as an altarpiece.




2.
 
a set of three associated artistic, literary, or musical works intended to be appreciated together.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (denoting a set of three writing tablets hinged or tied together): from tri-
 ‘three,’ on the pattern of 
diptych

 .





triptyque

 
/tripˈtēk, ˈtriptik/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a customs permit serving as a passport for a motor vehicle.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘triptych’ (because originally the document had three sections).





Tripura

 
/ˈtripo͝orə/






a small state in northeastern India, on the eastern border of Bangladesh; capital, Agartala.









tripwire

 
/ˈtripˌwī(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a wire stretched close to the ground, working a trap, explosion, or alarm when disturbed and serving to detect or prevent people or animals entering an area.




2.
 
a comparatively weak military force employed as a first line of defense, engagement with which will trigger the intervention of strong forces.













triquetra

 
/trīˈkwētrə, -ˈkwetrə/





I.
 
noun




a symmetrical triangular ornament of three interlaced arcs used on metalwork and stone crosses.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally denoting a triangle): from Latin, feminine of 
triquetrus

 ‘three-cornered.’





triquetral

 
/trīˈkwētrəl, -ˈkwetrəl /

 
triquetral bone





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a carpal bone on the outside of the wrist, articulating with the lunate, hamate, and pisiform bones.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
triquetrus

 ‘three-cornered’ + -al
 .





trireme

 
/ˈtrīˌrēm/





I.
 
noun




an ancient Greek or Roman war galley with three banks of oars.











– origin

 from Latin 
triremis

 , from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
remus

 ‘oar.’





tris1


 
/tris /

 
tris buffer





I.
 
noun




a flammable compound that forms a corrosive solution in water and is used as a buffer and emulsifying agent.

[Alternative name: 
trishydroxymethylaminomethane

 ; chem. formula: (HOCH2
 )3
 CNH2
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from 
tris-

 , the prefix of the systematic name.





tris2






I.
 
noun




an organophosphorus compound, used as a flame retardant.

[Alternative name: 
tris-2,3-dibromopropylphosphate

 ; chem. formula: (Br2
 C3
 H5
 )3
 PO4
 .]











– origin

 1970s: from 
tris-

 , the prefix of the systematic name.





trisaccharide

 
/trīˈsakəˌrīd/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of the class of sugars whose molecules contain three monosaccharide molecules.













Trisagion

 
/trēˈsaɡēən, -ˈsäyôn/





I.
 
noun




a hymn, especially in the Orthodox Church, with a triple invocation of God as holy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Greek, neuter of 
trisagios

 , from 
tris

 ‘three times’ + 
hagios

 ‘holy.’





trisect

 
/trīˈsekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide (something) into three parts, typically three equal parts.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trisection

 
/trīˈsekSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
trisector

 
/trīˈsektər /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Latin 
sect-

 ‘divided, cut’ (from the verb 
secare

 ).





trishaw

 
/ˈtrīˌSHô/





I.
 
noun




a light three-wheeled vehicle with pedals, used in East Asia.











– origin

 1940s: from tri-
 ‘three’ + ricksha
 .





triskaidekaphobia

 
/ˌtriskīˌdekəˈfōbēə, ˌtriskə-/





I.
 
noun




extreme superstition regarding the number thirteen.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
treiskaideka

 ‘thirteen’ + -phobia
 .





triskelion

 
/trīˈskelēən, tri-/





I.
 
noun




a Celtic symbol consisting of three legs or lines radiating from a center.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Greek 
skelos

 ‘leg.’






trismus

 
/ˈtrizməs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 spasm of the jaw muscles, causing the mouth to remain tightly closed, typically as a symptom of tetanus.

Also called lockjaw
 .











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
trismos

 ‘a scream, grinding.’





trisomy

 
/trīˈsōmē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which an extra copy of a chromosome is present in the cell nuclei, causing developmental abnormalities.











– origin

 1930s: from tri-
 ‘three’ + -some
 3
 .





trisomy-21






noun






[Medicine]

 the most common form of Down syndrome, caused by an extra copy of chromosome number 21.













tristesse

 
/trēˈstes/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 a state of melancholy sadness.











– origin

 French.





Tristram

 
/ˈtristrəm /

 
Tristan






(in medieval legend) a knight who was the lover of Iseult.









trisyllable

 
/trīˈsiləbəl/





I.
 
noun




a word or metrical foot of three syllables.








II.
 
derivatives





trisyllabic

 
/ˌtrīsəˈlabik /






adjective





















tritagonist

 
/trīˈtaɡənəst/





I.
 
noun




the person who is third in importance, after the protagonist and deuteragonist, in an ancient Greek drama.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
tritagōnistēs

 , from 
tritos

 ‘third’ + 
agōnistēs

 ‘actor.’





tritanope

 
/ˈtrītnˌōp/






noun




a person suffering from tritanopia.













tritanopia

 
/ˌtrītnˈōpēə/





I.
 
noun




a rare form of color-blindness resulting from insensitivity to blue light, causing confusion of greens and blues.

Compare with protanopia
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from trito-
 ‘third’ (referring to blue as the third color in the spectrum) + an-
 1
 ‘without’ + -opia
 .





trite

 
/trīt/





I.
 
adjective




(of a remark, opinion, or idea) overused and consequently of little import; lacking originality or freshness




•
 
this point may now seem obvious and trite.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tritely

 
/ˈtrītlē /






adverb













2.
 
triteness

 
/ˈtrītnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
tritus

 , past participle of 
terere

 ‘to rub.’





triterpene

 
/trīˈtərpēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of terpenes found in plant gums and resins, having unsaturated molecules based on a unit with the formula C30
 H48
 .








II.
 
derivatives





triterpenoid

 
/-pəˌnoid /






adjective, noun





















tritheism

 
/trīˈTHēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




(in Christian theology) the doctrine of or belief in the three persons of the Trinity as three distinct gods.








II.
 
derivatives





tritheist

 
/trīˈTHēist /






noun





















tritiated

 
/ˈtridēādid/





I.
 
adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a compound) in which the ordinary isotope of hydrogen has been replaced with tritium.








II.
 
derivatives





tritiation

 
/ˌtriSHēˈāSHən /






noun





















triticale

 
/ˌtridiˈkālē/





I.
 
noun




a hybrid grain produced by crossing wheat and rye, grown as a fodder crop.











– origin

 1950s: modern Latin, from a blend of the genus names 
Triticum

 ‘wheat’ and 
Secale

 ‘rye.’






tritium

 
/ˈtridēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
T

 )
 — 

[Chemistry]

 a radioactive isotope of hydrogen with a mass approximately three times that of the common protium isotope.

Discovered in 1934, tritium has two neutrons as well as a proton in the nucleus. It occurs in minute traces in nature and can be made artificially from lithium or deuterium in nuclear reactors; it is used as a fuel in thermonuclear bombs.











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin, from Greek 
tritos

 ‘third.’






trito-





I.
 
combining form




third




•
 
tritocerebrum.

















– origin

 from Greek 
tritos

 ‘third.’





tritocerebrum

 
/ˌtrītōsəˈrēbrəm, -ˈserə-/






noun






[Entomology]

 the third and hindmost segment of an insect's brain.













triton1


 
/ˈtrītn/





I.
 
noun




a large mollusk that has a tall spiral shell with a large aperture, living in tropical and subtropical seas.

[Genus 
Charonia

 , family 
Cymatiidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 , in particular 
C. tritonis

 , which is used as a trumpet shell.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Triton
 .





triton2


 
/ˈtrītn/





I.
 
noun




a nucleus of a tritium atom, consisting of a proton and two neutrons.











– origin

 1940s: from tritium
 + -on
 .






Triton

 
/ˈtrītn/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a minor sea god usually represented as a man with a fish's tail and carrying a trident and shell trumpet.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 the largest satellite of Neptune, the seventh closest to the planet, discovered in 1846. It has a retrograde orbit, a thin nitrogen atmosphere, and a diameter of 1,678 miles (2,700 km).









tritone

 
/ˈtrītōn/






noun






[Music]

 an interval of three whole tones (an augmented fourth), as between C and F sharp.













triturate

 
/ˈtriCHəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹technical›

 grind to a fine powder.




2.
 


‹technical›

 chew or grind (food) thoroughly.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trituration

 
/ˌtriCHəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
triturator

 
/ˈtriCHəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
triturat-

 ‘(of corn) threshed,’ from 
tritura

 ‘rubbing’ (from the verb 
terere

 ).






triumph

 
/ˈtrīəmf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a great victory or achievement




•
 
a garden built to celebrate Napoleon's many triumphs.










2.
 
the state of being victorious or successful




•
 
the king returned home 
in triumph

 .










3.
 
joy or satisfaction resulting from a success or victory




•
 
“Here it is!” Helen's voice rose 
in triumph

 .










4.
 
a highly successful example of something




•
 
the marriage had been 
a triumph of

 togetherness.










5.
 
the processional entry of a victorious general into ancient Rome.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
achieve a victory; be successful




•
 
spectacle has once again 
triumphed over

 content.










2.
 
rejoice or exult at a victory or success




•
 
“There!” triumphed Alima.










3.
 
(of a Roman general) ride into ancient Rome after a victory.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
triumphe

 (noun), from Latin 
triump(h)us

 , probably from Greek 
thriambos

 ‘hymn to Bacchus.’ Current senses of the verb date from the early 16th cent.





triumphal

 
/trīˈəmfəl/





I.
 
adjective




made, carried out, or used in celebration of a great victory or achievement




•
 
a vast triumphal arch




•
 
a triumphal procession.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
triumphal

 or Latin 
triumphalis

 , from 
triump(h)us

 (see triumph
 ). / 
usage:

 On the differences in use of 
triumphal

 and 
triumphant

 , see usage at triumphant
 .





triumphalism

 
/trīˈəmfəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




excessive exultation over one's success or achievements (used especially in a political context)




•
 
an air of triumphalism reigns in his administration.














II.
 
derivatives





triumphalist

 
/trīˈəmfələst /






adjective, noun





















triumphant

 
/trīˈəmfənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having won a battle or contest; victorious




•
 
the triumphant winner rose from his seat




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
a comic fairy tale about innocence triumphant.










2.
 
feeling or expressing jubilation after having won a victory or mastered a difficulty




•
 
he couldn't suppress a triumphant smile.














II.
 
derivatives





triumphantly

 
/trīˈəmfəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘victorious’): from Old French, or from Latin 
triumphant-

 ‘celebrating a triumph,’ from the verb 
triumphare

 (see triumph
 ). / 
usage:

 Of the two words 
triumphant

 and 
triumphal

 , the more common is 
triumphant

 , which means ‘victorious’ or ‘exultant’: she led an arduous campaign to its triumphant conclusion; he returned triumphant with a patent for his device. 
Triumphal

 means ‘used in or celebrating a triumph’: a triumphal parade.






triumvir

 
/trīˈəmvər/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Rome) each of three public officers jointly responsible for overseeing any of the administrative departments.








II.
 
derivatives





triumviral

 
/-rəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Latin, originally as 
triumviri

 (plural), back-formation from 
trium virorum

 ‘of three men,’ genitive of 
tres viri

 .






triumvirate

 
/trīˈəmvərət trīˈəmvəˌrāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in ancient Rome) a group of three men holding power, in particular (
the First Triumvirate

 ) the unofficial coalition of Julius Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus in 60 
BC

 and (
the Second Triumvirate

 ) a coalition formed by Antony, Lepidus, and Octavian in 43 
BC

 .




2.
 
a group of three powerful or notable people or things existing in relation to each other




•
 
a triumvirate of three former executive vice presidents.










3.
 
the office of triumvir in ancient Rome.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
triumviratus

 , from 
triumvir

 (see triumvir
 ).





triune

 
/ˈtrī(y)o͞on/





I.
 
adjective




consisting of three in one (used especially with reference to the Trinity)




•
 
the triune Godhead.














II.
 
derivatives





triunity

 
/trīˈyo͞onitē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from tri-
 ‘three’ + Latin 
unus

 ‘one.’






trivalent

 
/trīˈvālənt/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 having a valence of three.














Trivandrum

 
/trəˈvandrəm/






another name for Thiruvananthapuram
 .









trivet

 
/ˈtrivit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an iron tripod placed over a fire for a cooking pot or kettle to stand on.




2.
 
an iron bracket designed to hook onto bars of a grate for a similar purpose.




3.
 
a small plate placed under a hot serving dish to protect a table.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from Latin 
tripes

 , 
triped-

 ‘three-legged,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’





trivia

 
/ˈtrivēə/





I.
 
noun




details, considerations, or pieces of information of little importance or value




•
 
we fill our days with meaningless trivia.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin, plural of 
trivium

 ‘place where three roads meet,’ influenced in sense by trivial
 .






trivial

 
/ˈtrivēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of little value or importance




•
 
huge fines were imposed for trivial offenses




•
 
trivial details.










2.
 
(of a person) concerned only with trifling or unimportant things.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 denoting a subgroup that either contains only the identity element or is identical with the given group.








II.
 
derivatives





trivially

 
/ˈtrivēəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘belonging to the trivium’): from medieval Latin 
trivialis

 , from Latin 
trivium

 (see trivium
 ).





triviality

 
/ˌtrivēˈalədē/






noun



1.
 
lack of seriousness or importance; insignificance




•
 
the mediocrity and triviality of current popular culture.










2.
 
an insignificant detail; a trifle




•
 
an over-concentration on trivialities.



















trivialize

 
/ˈtrivēəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) seem less important, significant, or complex than it really is




•
 
the problem was either trivialized or ignored by teachers.














II.
 
derivatives





trivialization

 
/ˌtrivēələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















trivial name






noun



1.
 


[chiefly Chemistry]

 a name that is in general use although not part of systematic nomenclature




•
 
its common trivial name is citric acid.







Compare with systematic name
 .




2.
 


[chiefly Chemistry]

 
[chiefly Zoology]

 another term for specific epithet
 .














trivium

 
/ˈtrivēəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an introductory curriculum at a medieval university involving the study of grammar, rhetoric, and logic.

Compare with quadrivium
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘place where three roads meet,’ from 
tri-

 ‘three’ + 
via

 ‘road.’






-trix





I.
 
suffix




(chiefly in legal terms) forming feminine agent nouns corresponding to masculine nouns ending in 
-tor

 (such as 
executrix

 corresponding to 
executor

 ).











– origin

 from Latin.





tRNA






abbreviation






[Biology]

 transfer RNA.













Troad

 
/ˈtrōad/






an ancient region of northwestern Asia Minor. Troy was its chief city.









Trobriand Islands

 
/ˈtrōbrēˌand, -ˌänd/






a small group of islands in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, in Papua New Guinea, located off the southeastern tip of the island of New Guinea.









trocar

 
/ˈtrōkär/





I.
 
noun




a surgical instrument with a three-sided cutting point enclosed in a tube, used for withdrawing fluid from a body cavity.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
trocart

 , 
trois-quarts

 , from 
trois

 ‘three’ + 
carre

 ‘side, face of an instrument.’





trochaic

 
/trōˈkāik /

 

‹Prosody›






I.
 
adjective




consisting of or featuring trochees.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
trochaics

 )


1.
 
a type of verse that consists of or features trochees.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
trokhaikos

 , from 
trokhaios

 (see trochee
 ).





trochal disk

 
/ˈtrōkəl disk/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in a rotifer) a ring of cilia that is used in feeding and (in most kinds) swimming.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
trochal

 from Greek 
trokhos

 ‘wheel’ + -al
 .





trochanter

 
/ˌtrōˈkan(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of two bony protuberances by which muscles are attached to the upper part of the thigh bone.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 the small second segment of the leg of an insect, between the coxa and the femur.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Greek 
trokhantēr

 , from 
trekhein

 ‘to run.’






trochee

 
/ˈtrōkē/





I.
 
noun






[Prosody]

 a foot consisting of one long or stressed syllable followed by one short or unstressed syllable.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
trokhaios (pous

 ) ‘running (foot),’ from 
trekhein

 ‘to run.’





trochlea

 
/ˈträklēə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a structure resembling or acting like a pulley, such as the groove at the lower end of the humerus forming part of the elbow joint.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: Latin, ‘pulley’; compare with Greek 
trokhilia

 ‘sheave of a pulley.’





trochlear

 
/ˈträklēər/






adjective






[Anatomy]

 of or relating to a part of the body resembling a pulley.













trochlear nerve






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the fourth pair of cranial nerves, supplying the superior oblique muscle of the eyeball.













trochoid

 
/ˈtrōkoid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 denoting a joint in which one element rotates on its own axis (e.g., the atlas vertebra).




2.
 


[Geometry]

 denoting a curve traced by a point on a radius of a circle rotating along a straight line or another circle (a cycloid, epicycloid, or hypocycloid).




3.
 


[Zoology]

 having or denoting a form of mollusk shell that is conical with a flat base, like a top shell.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a trochoid curve.




2.
 
a trochoid joint.








III.
 
derivatives





trochoidal

 
/trōˈkoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Greek 
trokhoeidēs

 ‘wheellike,’ from 
trokhos

 ‘wheel.’





trochophore

 
/ˈträkəˌfôr/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the planktonic larva of certain invertebrates, including some mollusks and polychaete worms, having a roughly spherical body, a band of cilia, and a spinning motion.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
trokhos

 ‘wheel’ + -phore
 .





Trockenbeerenauslese

 
/ˌträkənˌberənˈouslāzə/





I.
 
noun




a sweet German white wine made from selected individual grapes picked later than the general harvest and affected by noble rot.











– origin

 German, from 
trocken

 ‘dry’ + Beerenauslese
 .





troctolite

 
/ˈträktəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 gabbro made up mainly of olivine and calcic plagioclase, often having a spotted appearance likened to a trout's back.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German 
Troklotit

 , from Greek 
trōktēs

 , a marine fish (taken to be ‘trout’).





trod

 
/träd/






past and past participle of tread
 .









trodden

 
/ˈträdn/






past participle of tread
 .









trofie

 
/ˈtrōfēā/





I.
 
plural noun




pasta in the form of short irregularly twisted pieces with pointed ends, traditionally eaten with pesto




•
 
Phil tried the pizza and I had trofie with pesto genovese.

















– origin

 Italian, from a Ligurian form corresponding to 
strofinare

 ‘rub, polish,’ with reference to the movement of the hands in molding the pasta.





troglodyte

 
/ˈträɡləˌdīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in prehistoric times) a person who lived in a cave.




2.
 
a hermit.




3.
 
a person who is regarded as being deliberately ignorant or old-fashioned.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
troglodytic

 
/ˌträɡləˈdidik /






adjective













2.
 
troglodytism

 
/ˈträɡləˌdīdizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
trōglodutēs

 , alteration of the name of an Ethiopian people, influenced by 
trōglē

 ‘hole.’





trogon

 
/ˈtrōɡän/





I.
 
noun




a bird of tropical American forests, with a long tail and brilliantly colored plumage.

[Family 
Trogonidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Trogon

 , and many species; the quetzals also belong to this family.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin, from Greek 
trōgōn

 , from 
trōgein

 ‘gnaw.’





troika

 
/ˈtroikə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Russian vehicle pulled by a team of three horses abreast.




2.
 
a team of three horses for a troika.




3.
 
a group of three people working together, especially in an administrative or managerial capacity.











– origin

 Russian, from 
troe

 ‘set of three.’





troilism

 
/ˈtroiˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




sexual activity involving three participants.











– origin

 1950s: perhaps based on French 
trois

 ‘three.’





Troilus

 
/ˈtroiləs /

 

‹Greek Mythology›







a Trojan prince, the son of Priam and Hecuba, killed by Achilles. In medieval legends of the Trojan War he is portrayed as the forsaken lover of Cressida.









Trojan

 
/ˈtrōjən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to ancient Troy in Asia Minor




•
 
Trojan legends.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of ancient Troy.








III.
 
phrases





work like a Trojan (or Trojans)






work extremely hard.















– origin

 Middle English: from Latin 
Troianus

 , from 
Troia

 ‘Troy.’





Trojan asteroid





I.
 
noun




an asteroid belonging to one of two groups that orbit the sun at the same distance as Jupiter, at the Lagrangian points roughly 60 degrees ahead of it and behind it.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: so named because the first asteroids discovered were named after heroes of the Trojan War.





Trojan Horse

 
/ˈtrōjən hôrs/






noun



1.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a hollow wooden statue of a horse in which the Greeks concealed themselves in order to enter Troy.




2.
 
(also 
Trojan horse

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 a person or thing intended secretly to undermine or bring about the downfall of an enemy or opponent




•
 
the rebels may use this peace accord as a Trojan horse to try and take over.










3.
 
(also 
Trojan horse

 )
 — 

[Greek Mythology]

 
[Computing]

 a program designed to breach the security of a computer system while ostensibly performing some innocuous function.













Trojan War





I.
 
the legendary ten-year siege of Troy by a coalition of Greeks, described in Homer's 
Iliad

 .





The Greeks were attempting to recover Helen, wife of Menelaus, who had been abducted by the Trojan prince Paris. The war ended with the capture of the city by a trick: the Greeks ostensibly ended the siege but left behind a group of men concealed in a hollow wooden horse so large that the city walls had to be breached for it to be drawn inside.





troll1


 
/trōl/





I.
 
noun




a mythical, cave-dwelling being depicted in folklore as either a giant or a dwarf, typically having a very ugly appearance.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Old Norse and Swedish 
troll

 , Danish 
trold

 . The first English use is from Shetland; the term was adopted more widely into English in the mid 19th cent.






troll2


 
/trōl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make a deliberately offensive or provocative online post with the aim of upsetting someone or eliciting an angry response from them




•
 
if people are obviously trolling then I'll delete your posts and do my best to ban you




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
you folks taking this opportunity to troll me, you really need to reassess your values in your life.










2.
 
fish by trailing a baited line along behind a boat




•
 
we 
trolled for

 mackerel.










3.
 
carefully and systematically search an area for something




•
 
a group of companies trolling for partnership opportunities




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I spent tonight trolling the Internet for expensive lighting gear.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sing (something) in a happy and carefree way




•
 
troll the ancient Yuletide carol.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 , with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 walk; stroll




•
 
we all trolled into town.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes a deliberately offensive or provocative online post.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a deliberately offensive or provocative online posting.




3.
 
a line or bait used in trolling for fish.








III.
 
derivatives





troller






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘stroll, roll’): origin uncertain; compare with Old French 
troller

 ‘wander here and there (in search of game)’ and Middle High German 
trollen

 ‘stroll.’





trolley

 
/ˈträlē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
short for trolley car
 or trolley bus
 .




2.
 
(also 
trolley wheel

 )
 — a wheel attached to a pole, used for collecting current from an overhead electric wire to drive a streetcar or trolley bus.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a large metal basket or frame on wheels, used for transporting heavy or large items, such as supermarket purchases or luggage at an airport or railroad station.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a small table on wheels or casters, typically used to convey food and drink.








II.
 
phrases





off one's trolley








‹informal›

 mad; insane.















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of dialect origin, perhaps from troll
 2
 .






trolley bus






noun




a bus powered by electricity obtained from an overhead cable by means of a trolley wheel.














trolley car

 
/ˈträlē kär/






noun






(US)

 a passenger vehicle powered by electricity obtained from an overhead cable by means of a trolley wheel.

Also called streetcar
 .













trolley dolly






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a flight attendant.














trollop

 
/ˈträləp/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 
‹humorous›

 a woman perceived as sexually disreputable or promiscuous.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps related to trull
 .





Trollope, Anthony

 
/ˈträləp/






(1815–82), English novelist. He is noted for the six “Barsetshire” novels, including 
The Warden

 (1855) and 
Barchester Towers

 (1857), and for the six political “Palliser” novels.









trombone

 
/trämˈbōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large brass wind instrument with straight tubing in three sections, ending in a bell over the player's left shoulder, different fundamental notes being made using a forward-pointing extendable slide.




2.
 
an organ stop with the quality of a trombone.








II.
 
derivatives





trombonist

 
/trämˈbōnəst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French or Italian, from Italian 
tromba

 ‘trumpet.’





trommel

 
/ˈträməl/





I.
 
noun






[Mining]

 a rotating cylindrical sieve or screen used for washing and sorting pieces of ore or coal.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘drum.’





tromp

 
/trämp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 walk heavily; trudge




•
 
she tromped across the yard.










2.
 
(
tromp on

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 tread or stamp on




•
 
Larry took a step forward and tromped on his wrist.

















– origin

 late 19th cent: alteration of tramp
 .





trompe l'oeil

 
/ˌtrômp ˈloi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
visual illusion in art, especially as used to trick the eye into perceiving a painted detail as a three-dimensional object.




2.
 
a painting or design intended to create the illusion of a three-dimensional object.











– origin

 French, literally ‘deceives the eye.’






-tron





I.
 
suffix



1.
 


[Physics]

 denoting a subatomic particle




•
 
positron.










2.
 


[Physics]

 denoting a particle accelerator




•
 
cyclotron.










3.
 


[Physics]

 denoting a vacuum tube




•
 
ignitron.

















– origin

 from 
(elec)tron

 .





trona

 
/ˈtrōnə/





I.
 
noun




a gray mineral that occurs as an evaporite in salt deposits and consists of a hydrated carbonate and bicarbonate of sodium.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Swedish, from Arabic 
naṭrūn

 (see natron
 ).





Trondheim

 
/ˈtränˌhām, ˈtrôn-/






a fishing port in western central Norway; pop. 152,845 (2007). It was the capital of Norway during the Viking period.










troop

 
/tro͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of soldiers, especially a cavalry unit commanded by a captain, or an airborne unit.




2.
 
(
troops

 )
 — soldiers or armed forces




•
 
UN peacekeeping troops




•
 (as 
modifier

 
troop

 )
 
troop withdrawals.










3.
 
a unit of 18 to 24 Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts organized under a troop leader.




4.
 
a group of people or animals of a particular kind




•
 


a troop of

 musicians.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a group of people) come or go together or in large numbers




•
 
the girls 
trooped in

 for dinner.










2.
 
(of a lone person) walk at a slow or steady pace




•
 
Caroline trooped wearily home from work.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
troupe

 , back-formation from 
troupeau

 , diminutive of medieval Latin 
troppus

 ‘flock,’ probably of Germanic origin.





troop carrier

 
/ˈtro͞op ˌkerēər/






noun




a large aircraft or armored vehicle or ship designed for transporting troops.













trooper

 
/ˈtro͞opər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a state police officer.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a mounted police officer.




3.
 
a private soldier in a cavalry, armored, or airborne unit.




4.
 
a cavalry horse.




5.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a ship used for transporting troops.








II.
 
phrases





swear like a trooper






swear a great deal.

















troopship

 
/ˈtro͞opˌSHip/






noun




a ship designed or used for transporting troops.













trop.






abbreviation



1.
 
tropic.




2.
 
tropical.














trope

 
/trōp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a figurative or metaphorical use of a word or expression




•
 
he used the two-Americas trope to explain how a nation free and democratic at home could act wantonly abroad.










2.
 
a significant or recurrent theme; a motif




•
 
she uses the Eucharist as a pictorial trope.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
create a trope.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
tropos

 ‘turn, way, trope,’ from 
trepein

 ‘to turn.’





trophallaxis

 
/ˌträfəˈlaksis, ˌtrō-/





I.
 
noun






[Entomology]

 the mutual exchange of regurgitated liquids between adult social insects or between them and their larvae.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from tropho-
 ‘nourishment’ + Greek 
allaxis

 ‘exchange.’





trophectoderm

 
/träfˈektəˌdərm, trō-/






noun




another term for trophoblast
 .














trophic

 
/ˈtrōfik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Ecology]

 of or relating to feeding and nutrition.




2.
 


[Ecology]

 
[Physiology]

 (of a hormone or its effect) stimulating the activity of another endocrine gland.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
trophikos

 , from 
trophē

 ‘nourishment,’ from 
trephein

 ‘nourish.’






-trophic





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to nutrition




•
 
oligotrophic.










2.
 
relating to maintenance or regulation of a bodily organ or function, especially by a hormone




•
 
gonadotrophic.

















– origin

 from Greek 
trophikos

 , from 
trophē

 ‘nourishment.’





trophic level






noun






[Ecology]

 each of several hierarchical levels in an ecosystem, comprising organisms that share the same function in the food chain and the same nutritional relationship to the primary sources of energy.













-trophism






combining form




in nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-trophic

 (such as 
phototropism

 corresponding to 
phototrophic

 ).














tropho-





I.
 
combining form




relating to nourishment




•
 
trophoblast.

















– origin

 from Greek 
trophē

 ‘nourishment.’






trophoblast

 
/ˈträfəblast/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 a layer of tissue on the outside of a mammalian blastula, supplying the embryo with nourishment and later forming the major part of the placenta.








II.
 
derivatives





trophoblastic

 
/ˌträfəˈblastik /






adjective





















trophozoite

 
/ˌträfəˈzōˌīt, ˌtrō-/






noun






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 a growing stage in the life cycle of some sporozoan parasites, when they are absorbing nutrients from the host.













trophy

 
/ˈtrōfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cup or other decorative object awarded as a prize for a victory or success.




2.
 
a souvenir of an achievement, especially a part of an animal taken when hunting.




3.
 
(in ancient Greece or Rome) the weapons and other spoils of a defeated army set up as a memorial of victory.




4.
 
a representation of a memorial of victory; an ornamental group of symbolic objects arranged for display.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (
sense

 2, denoting a display of weapons): from French 
trophée

 , via Latin from Greek 
tropaion

 , from 
tropē

 ‘a rout,’ from 
trepein

 ‘to turn.’






-trophy






combining form




in nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-trophic

 (such as 
phototrophy

 corresponding to 
phototrophic

 ).













trophy child






noun




a child whose birth or achievements are paraded to enhance the parents' status.













trophy wife

 
/ˈtrōfē ˌwīf/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a young, attractive wife regarded as a status symbol for an older man.














tropic1


 
/ˈträpik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the parallel of latitude 23°26ʹ north or south of the equator.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 each of two corresponding circles on the celestial sphere where the sun appears to turn after reaching its greatest declination, marking the northern and southern limits of the ecliptic.




3.
 
(
the tropics

 )
 — the region between the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.








II.
 
adjective




another term for tropical
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the point on the ecliptic reached by the sun at the solstice): via Latin from Greek 
tropikos

 , from 
tropē

 ‘turning,’ from 
trepein

 ‘to turn.’





tropic2


 
/ˈträpik/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 relating to, consisting of, or exhibiting tropism.




2.
 


[Physiology]

 variant spelling of trophic
 .














-tropic





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
turning toward




•
 
heliotropic.










2.
 
affecting




•
 
psychotropic.










3.
 
(especially in names of hormones) equivalent to -trophic
 .











– origin

 from Greek 
tropē

 ‘turn, turning.’





tropical

 
/ˈträpək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, typical of, or peculiar to the tropics




•
 
tropical countries




•
 
a tropical rain forest.










2.
 
resembling the tropics, especially in being very hot and humid




•
 
some plants thrived in last year's tropical summer heat.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 of or involving a trope; figurative.








II.
 
derivatives





tropically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















tropical storm

 
tropical cyclone






noun




a localized, very intense low-pressure wind system, forming over tropical oceans and with winds of hurricane force.













tropicbird

 
/ˈträpikˌbərd/






noun




a tropical seabird with mainly white plumage and very long central tail feathers.

[Family 
Phaethontidae

 and genus 
Phaethon

 : three species.]














tropism

 
/ˈtrōˌpizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the turning of all or part of an organism in a particular direction in response to an external stimulus.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
tropos

 ‘turning’ (from 
trepein

 ‘to turn’) + -ism
 .





tropology

 
/trəˈpäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the figurative use of language.




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 the figurative interpretation of the scriptures as a source of moral guidance.








II.
 
derivatives





tropological

 
/ˌträpəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
tropologia

 , from 
tropos

 (see trope
 ).





tropolone

 
/ˈträpəˌlōn, ˈtrō-/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic compound present in various plants, with a molecule based on a seven-membered carbon ring.

[Chem. formula: C7
 H6
 O2
 .]











– origin

 1940s: from 
tropilidine

 (a liquid hydrocarbon) + -ol
 + -one
 .






tropomyosin

 
/ˌträpōˈmīəsən, ˌtrō-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein involved in muscle contraction. It is related to myosin and occurs together with troponin in the thin filaments of muscle tissue.











– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
tropos

 ‘turning’ + myosin
 .





troponin

 
/ˈträpənən, ˈtrō-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a globular protein complex involved in muscle contraction. It occurs with tropomyosin in the thin filaments of muscle tissue.











– origin

 1960s: from tropomyosin
 + 
-n-

 + -in
 1
 .






tropopause

 
/ˈträpəpôz/





I.
 
noun




the interface between the troposphere and the stratosphere.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
tropos

 ‘turning’ + pause
 .





troposphere

 
/ˈträpəˌsfi(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




the lowest region of the atmosphere, extending from the earth's surface to a height of about 3.7–6.2 miles (6–10 km), which is the lower boundary of the stratosphere.








II.
 
derivatives





tropospheric

 
/ˌträpəˈsfi(ə)rik, -ˈsferik, ˌtrō- /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
tropos

 ‘turning’ + sphere
 .






troppo1


 
/ˈträpō/





I.
 
adverb

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 


[Music]

 (in directions) too much; excessively.








II.
 
phrases





ma non troppo







/mä ˌnôn ˈtrôpō /

 — (as a direction) but not too much (used to suggest moderate application of another direction)




•
 
allegro ma non troppo.





















– origin

 Italian.





troppo2






I.
 
adjective






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 mentally disturbed, supposedly as a result of spending too much time in a tropical climate




•
 
have you 
gone troppo

 ?

















– origin

 1940s: from tropic
 1
 + -o
 .





trot

 
/trät/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a horse or other quadruped) proceed or cause to proceed at a pace faster than a walk, lifting each diagonal pair of legs alternately


[no 
obj

 ]


•
 
the horses trotted slowly through the night




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he trotted his horse forward.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) run at a moderate pace, typically with short steps.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 go or walk briskly




•
 
he trotted over to the bonfire.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a trotting pace




•
 
our horses slowed to a trot.










2.
 
(
the trots

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 diarrhea




•
 
a bad case of the trots.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a literal translation of a foreign language text for use by students, especially in a surreptitious way




•
 
adult readers who can turn to translations without being penalized for depending on trots.














III.
 
phrases





on the trot

 

‹informal›






a.
 
continually busy




•
 
I've been on the trot all day.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 in succession




•
 
they lost seven matches on the trot.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





trot something out








‹informal›

 produce the same information, story, or explanation that has been produced many times before




•
 
everyone trots out the old excuse.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trot

 (noun), 
troter

 (verb), from medieval Latin 
trottare

 , of Germanic origin.






troth

 
/trôTH träTH trōTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 faith or loyalty when pledged in a solemn agreement or undertaking




•
 
a token of troth.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 truth.








II.
 
phrases





pledge (or plight) one's troth






make a solemn pledge of commitment or loyalty, especially in marriage.















– origin

 Middle English: variant of truth
 .





Trotsky, Leon

 
/ˈträtskē/






(1879–1940), Russian revolutionary; born 
Lev Davidovich Bronshtein

 . He helped to organize the October Revolution with Lenin and built up the Red Army. Expelled from the party by Stalin in 1927, he was exiled in 1929. He settled in Mexico in 1937, where he was later murdered by a Stalinist assassin.









Trotskyism

 
/ˈträtskēˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the political or economic principles of Leon Trotsky, especially the theory that socialism should be established throughout the world by continuing revolution. Trotskyism has generally included elements of anarchism and syndicalism, but the term has come to be used indiscriminately to describe a great many forms of radical socialism.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Trotskyist

 
/ˈträtskēist /






noun, adjective













2.
 
Trotskyite

 
/ˈträtskēˌīt /






noun, adjective




(
 — 

‹derogatory›























trotter

 
/ˈträdər/






noun



1.
 
a horse bred or trained for the sport of harness racing.




2.
 
a pig's foot used as food.




3.
 


‹humorous›

 a human foot.














trotting

 
/ˈträdiNG/






noun




another term for harness racing
 .













trou

 
/trou/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (in phrase 
drop trou

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 pull down one's pants, especially in public as a humorous stunt.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: short for trousers
 ; the phrase 
drop trou

 is first recorded in the 1960s.






troubadour

 
/ˈtro͞obəˌdôr ˈtro͞obəˌdo͝or/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a French medieval lyric poet composing and singing in Provençal in the 11th to 13th centuries, especially on the theme of courtly love.




2.
 
a poet who writes verse to music.











– origin

 French, from Provençal 
trobador

 , from 
trobar

 ‘find, invent, compose in verse.’






trouble

 
/ˈtrəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
difficulty or problems




•
 
I had trouble finding somewhere to park




•
 
friends should support each other when they are 
in trouble






•
 
the government's policies 
ran into trouble






•
 
our troubles are just beginning.










2.
 
the malfunction of something such as a machine or a part of the body




•
 
their helicopter developed engine trouble.










3.
 
effort or exertion made to do something, especially when inconvenient




•
 
I wouldn't want to put you to any trouble




•
 
he's 
gone to

 a lot of 
trouble

 to help you.










4.
 
a cause of worry or inconvenience




•
 
the kid had been 
no trouble

 up to now.










5.
 
a particular aspect or quality of something regarded as unsatisfactory or as a source of difficulty




•
 
that's 
the trouble with

 capitalism.










6.
 
a situation in which one is liable to incur punishment or blame




•
 
he's been 
in trouble with

 the police.










7.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used to refer to the condition of a pregnant unmarried woman




•
 
she's not the first girl who's 
gotten

 herself 
into trouble

 .










8.
 
public unrest or disorder




•
 
the cops are preparing for trouble by bringing in tear gas.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause distress or anxiety to




•
 
he was not troubled by doubts.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
trouble about/over/with

 )
 — be distressed or anxious about




•
 
there is nothing you need trouble about.










3.
 
cause (someone) pain




•
 
my legs started to trouble me.










4.
 
cause (someone) inconvenience (typically used as a polite way of asking someone to do or provide something)




•
 
sorry to trouble you




•
 
could I 
trouble

 you 
for

 a receipt?










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make the effort required to do something




•
 
oh, don't trouble to answer.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
ask for trouble








‹informal›

 act in a way that is likely to incur problems or difficulties




•
 
hitching a lift is asking for trouble.















2.
 
look for trouble








‹informal›

 behave in a way that is likely to provoke an argument or fight




•
 
youths take a cocktail of drink and drugs before going out to look for trouble.















3.
 
trouble and strife








(Brit.)

 
‹rhyming slang›

 wife.









4.
 
a trouble shared is a trouble halved








‹proverb›

 talking to someone else about one's problems helps to alleviate them.












IV.
 
derivatives





troubler

 
/ˈtrəb(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
truble

 (noun), 
trubler

 (verb), based on Latin 
turbidus

 (see turbid
 ).





troubled

 
/ˈtrəbəld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
beset by problems or conflict




•
 
his troubled private life.










2.
 
showing distress or anxiety




•
 
his troubled face.














II.
 
phrases





troubled waters






a difficult situation or time.

















trouble-free

 
/ˌtrəblˈfrē/






adjective




not experiencing or causing any problems




•
 
proper installation will ensure trouble-free performance




•
 
your life is trouble-free now that you've hit the big time.



















troublemaker

 
/ˈtrəbəlˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who habitually causes difficulty or problems, especially by inciting others to defy those in authority.








II.
 
derivatives





troublemaking

 
/ˈtrəb(ə)lˌmākiNG /






noun, adjective





















troubleshoot

 
/ˈtrəbəlˌSHo͞ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
troubleshooting

 )


1.
 
solve serious problems for a company or other organization.




2.
 
trace and correct faults in a mechanical or electronic system.








II.
 
derivatives





troubleshooter

 
/ˈtrəbəlˌSHo͞odər /






noun





















troublesome

 
/ˈtrəbəlsəm/





I.
 
adjective




causing difficulty or annoyance




•
 
a troublesome knee injury.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
troublesomely

 
/ˈtrəb(ə)lsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
troublesomeness

 
/ˈtrəb(ə)lsəmnəs /






noun





















trouble spot

 
/ˈtrəbəl ˌspät/






noun




a place where difficulties regularly occur, especially a country or area where there is a continuous cycle of violence.













troubling

 
/ˈtrəb(ə)liNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing distress or anxiety




•
 
this is a troubling development for the president




•
 
the lack of attention to security is equally troubling.














II.
 
derivatives





troublingly






adverb





















troublous

 
/ˈtrəbləs/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 full of difficulty or agitation




•
 
those were troublous times.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
troubleus

 , from 
truble

 (see trouble
 ).






trough

 
/trôf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, narrow open container for animals to eat or drink out of




•
 
a water trough.










2.
 
a long, narrow, open container for growing plants or mixing chemicals.




3.
 
a channel used to convey a liquid.




4.
 
a long hollow in the earth's surface




•
 
a vast glacial trough.










5.
 
an elongated region of low atmospheric pressure.




6.
 
a hollow between two wave crests in the sea.




7.
 


[Mathematics]

 a region around the minimum on a curve of variation of a quantity.




8.
 
a point of low activity, achievement, or satisfaction




•
 
learning a language is a series of 
peaks and troughs

 .

















– origin

 Old English 
trog

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
trog

 and German 
Trog

 , also to tree
 .





trough shell






noun




a burrowing marine bivalve mollusk with a thin, smooth shell.

[Family 
Mactridae

 : 
Spisula

 and other genera.]













trounce

 
/trouns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat heavily in a contest




•
 
the Knicks trounced the Rockets on Sunday.










2.
 
rebuke or punish severely




•
 
some shows were trounced by critics.














II.
 
derivatives





trouncer






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (also in the sense ‘afflict’): of unknown origin.





troupe

 
/tro͞op/





I.
 
noun




a group of dancers, actors, or other entertainers who tour to different venues.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘troop.’





trouper

 
/ˈtro͞opər/






noun



1.
 
an actor or other entertainer, typically one with long experience.




2.
 
a reliable and uncomplaining person




•
 
a 
real trouper

 , Ma concealed her troubles.



















troupial

 
/ˈtro͞opēəl/





I.
 
noun




a gregarious songbird of the American oriole family, typically having orange and black plumage and yellow eyes.

[Genus 
Icterus

 , family 
Icteridae

 : several species, in particular the tropical American 
Icterus icterus

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
troupiale

 , alteration of American Spanish 
turpial

 , of unknown origin.





trouser

 
/ˈtrouzər/






noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
relating to trousers




•
 
his trouser pocket




•
 
a trouser press.










2.
 
a trouser leg




•
 
his trouser was torn.










3.
 
(chiefly in commercial use) a pair of trousers




•
 
the return of the high-waisted trouser.




















trousers

 
/ˈtrouzərz /

 
a pair of trousers





I.
 
plural noun




an outer garment covering the body from the waist to the ankles, with a separate part for each leg.








II.
 
derivatives





trousered

 
/-zərd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from archaic 
trouse

 (singular), from Irish 
triús

 and Scottish Gaelic 
triubhas

 (see trews
 ), on the pattern of 
drawers

 .





trousseau

 
/ˌtro͞oˈsō ˈtro͞oˌsō/





I.
 
noun




the clothes, household linen, and other belongings collected by a bride for her marriage.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of 
trousse

 ‘bundle’ (a sense also found in Middle English).





trout

 
/trout/





I.
 
noun




a chiefly freshwater fish of the salmon family, found in both Eurasia and North America and highly valued as food and game.

[Genera 
Salmo

 (several species of true trouts, including the European 
brown trout

 and the 
rainbow trout

 ), and 
Salvelinus

 (several North American species), family 
Salmonidae

 . See also lake trout
 , sea trout
 .]








II.
 
phrases





old trout








‹informal›

 an annoying or bad-tempered old person, especially a woman.















– origin

 late Old English 
truht

 , from late Latin 
tructa

 , based on Greek 
trōgein

 ‘gnaw.’





trouting

 
/ˈtroudiNG/






noun




the activity of catching or trying to catch trout, either for food or as a sport.













trout lily






noun




a North American dogtooth violet with yellow flowers, so called from its mottled leaves.

Also called adder's tongue
 . [
Erythronium americanum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













trout pout






noun






‹informal›

 unnaturally swollen lips resulting from the injection of excessive collagen into the lips in a cosmetic procedure intended to enhance their appearance.




•
 
despite celebrity trout pouts, there's a rush on for lip enhancements.



















trouvaille

 
/tro͞oˈvī/





I.
 
noun




a lucky find




•
 
one of numerous trouvailles to be gleaned from his book.

















– origin

 French, from 
trouver

 ‘find.’





trouvère

 
/tro͞oˈver/





I.
 
noun




a medieval epic poet in northern France in the 11th–14th centuries.











– origin

 from Old French 
trovere

 , from 
trover

 ‘to find’; compare with troubadour
 .





trove

 
/trōv/





I.
 
noun




a store of valuable or delightful things




•
 
the museum's trove of antique treasure.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from treasure trove
 .





trover

 
/ˈtrōvər/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 common-law action to recover the value of personal property that has been wrongfully disposed of by another person.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from an Anglo-Norman French noun use of Old French 
trover

 ‘to find.’





trow

 
/trō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 think or believe




•
 
why, this is strange, I trow!

















– origin

 Old English 
trūwian

 , 
trēowian

 ‘to trust’; related to truce
 .





trowel

 
/ˈtrou(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small handheld tool with a flat, pointed blade, used to apply and spread mortar or plaster.




2.
 
a small handheld tool with a curved scoop for lifting plants or earth.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply or spread with or as if with a trowel.











– origin

 Middle English (as a noun): from Old French 
truele

 , from medieval Latin 
truella

 , alteration of Latin 
trulla

 ‘scoop,’ diminutive of 
trua

 ‘skimmer.’






troy

 
/troi /

 
troy weight





I.
 
noun




a system of weights used mainly for precious metals and gems, with a pound of 12 ounces or 5,760 grains.

Compare with avoirdupois
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from a weight used at the fair of 
Troyes

 .






Troy

 
/troi/





I.
 
(in Homeric legend) the city of King Priam, besieged for ten years by the Greeks during the Trojan War. It was regarded as having been a purely legendary city until Heinrich Schliemann identified the mound of Hissarlik on the northeast Aegean coast of Turkey as the site of Troy. The city was apparently sacked and destroyed by fire in the mid 13th century 
BC

 , a period coinciding with the Mycenaean civilization of Greece.

Also called Ilium
 .




II.
 
a residential and commercial city in southeastern Michigan; pop. 80,264 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an industrial city in eastern New York, on the Hudson River, northeast of Albany; pop. 47,459 (est. 2008).









Troyes

 
/trwä/






, Chrétien de, see Chrétien de Troyes
 .









trp.






abbreviation




troop.













truancy

 
/ˈtro͞oənsē/






noun




the action of staying away from school without good reason; absenteeism




•
 
he had a history of truancy and expulsion from school.




















truant

 
/ˈtro͞oənt/





I.
 
noun




a student who stays away from school without leave or explanation.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a student) being a truant




•
 
truant children.










2.
 
wandering; straying




•
 
her truant husband.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
another way of saying play truant
 below.








IV.
 
phrases





play truant






stay away from school or work without permission or explanation; play hooky.















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a person begging through choice rather than necessity): from Old French, probably ultimately of Celtic origin; compare with Welsh 
truan

 , Scottish Gaelic 
truaghan

 ‘wretched.’






truce

 
/tro͞os/





I.
 
noun




an agreement between enemies or opponents to stop fighting or arguing for a certain time




•
 
the guerrillas called a three-day truce.

















– origin

 Middle English 
trewes

 , 
trues

 (plural), from Old English 
trēowa

 , plural of 
trēow

 ‘belief, trust,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
trouw

 and German 
Treue

 , also to true
 .





Trucial States

 
/ˈtro͞oSHəl ˌstāts/






former name (until 1971) of the United Arab Emirates
 .









truck1


 
/trək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, heavy motor vehicle used for transporting goods, materials, or troops.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a railroad vehicle for carrying freight, especially a small open one.




3.
 
a low flat-topped cart used for moving heavy items.




4.
 
an undercarriage with four to six wheels pivoted beneath the end of a railroad car.




5.
 
each of two axle units on a skateboard, to which the wheels are attached.




6.
 
a wooden disk at the top of a ship's mast or flagstaff, with sheaves for signal halyards.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 convey by truck




•
 
the food was trucked to St. Petersburg




•
 (as 
noun

 
trucking

 )
 
industries such as trucking.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 drive a truck.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 go or proceed, especially in a casual or leisurely way




•
 
he walked confidently behind them and trucked on through!














III.
 
derivatives





truckage

 
/ˈtrəkij /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a solid wooden wheel): perhaps short for truckle
 1
 in the sense ‘wheel, pulley’ The sense ‘wheeled vehicle’ dates from the late 18th cent.





truck2


 
/trək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 barter.




2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 the payment of workers in kind or with vouchers rather than money.




3.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 small wares.




4.
 


‹informal›

 odds and ends.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 market-garden produce, especially vegetables


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a truck garden.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 barter or exchange.








III.
 
phrases





have (or want) no truck with






avoid or wish to avoid dealings or being associated with




•
 
we have no truck with that style of gutter journalism.





















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): probably from Old French, of unknown origin; compare with medieval Latin 
trocare

 .





trucker

 
/ˈtrəkər/






noun




a long-distance truck driver.














truck farm

 
//






noun




a farm that produces vegetables for the market.














truckle1


 
/ˈtrəkəl/





I.
 
noun




a small barrel-shaped cheese, especially cheddar.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a wheel or pulley): from Anglo-Norman French 
trocle

 , from Latin 
trochlea

 ‘sheave of a pulley.’ The current sense dates from the early 19th cent. and was originally dialect.





truckle2


 
/ˈtrəkəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
submit or behave obsequiously




•
 
she despised her husband, who 
truckled to

 her.














II.
 
derivatives





truckler

 
/ˈtrək(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: figuratively, from truckle bed
 ; an earlier use of the verb was in the sense 
sleep in a truckle bed

 .






truckle bed

 
/ˈtrəkəl bed/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a trundle bed.











– origin

 late Middle English: from truckle
 1
 in the sense ‘wheel’ + bed
 .





truckload

 
/ˈtrəkˌlōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a quantity of goods that can be transported in a truck




•
 


a truckload of

 chemicals caught fire.










2.
 
(
a truckload/truckloads of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a large quantity or number of something




•
 
the government had plowed 
truckloads of

 money into this land.














II.
 
phrases





by the truckload








‹informal›

 in large quantities or numbers




•
 
he had charm by the truckload.























truck stop

 
/trək stäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a large roadside service station and restaurant for truck drivers on interstate highways.













truculent

 
/ˈtrəkyələnt/





I.
 
adjective




eager or quick to argue or fight; aggressively defiant




•
 
his days of truculent defiance were over.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
truculence

 
/ˈtrəkyələns /






noun













2.
 
truculently

 
/ˈtrəkyələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
truculentus

 , from 
trux

 , 
truc-

 ‘fierce.’





Trudeau, Garry

 
/tro͞oˈdō/






(1948–), US cartoonist; full name 
Garretson Beekman Trudeau

 . He created 
Doonesbury

 , a satirical comic strip that began in 1970.









Trudeau, Pierre Elliott






(1919–2000), Canadian Liberal statesman; prime minister 1968–79 and 1980–84. Noted for his commitment to federalism, he made both English and French official languages of the Canadian government in 1969, held a provincial referendum in Quebec in 1980 that rejected independence, and saw the transfer of residual constitutional powers from Britain to Canada in 1982.









trudge

 
/trəj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk slowly and with heavy steps, typically because of exhaustion or harsh conditions




•
 
I trudged up the stairs




•
 
she trudged through blinding snow.














II.
 
noun




a difficult or laborious walk




•
 
he began the long trudge back.














III.
 
derivatives





trudger






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a verb): of unknown origin.





trudgen

 
/ˈtrəjən/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a swimming stroke like the crawl with a scissors movement of the legs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after John 
Trudgen

 (1852–1902), English swimmer.






true

 
/tro͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in accordance with fact or reality




•
 
a true story




•
 
of course it's true




•
 
that is not 
true of

 the people I am talking about.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — rightly or strictly so called; genuine




•
 
people are still willing to pay for true craftsmanship




•
 
we believe in true love.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — real or actual




•
 
he has guessed my true intentions.










4.
 
said when conceding a point in argument or discussion




•
 
true, it faced north, but you got used to that.










5.
 
accurate or exact




•
 
it was a true depiction.










6.
 
(of a note) exactly in tune.




7.
 
(of a compass bearing) measured relative to true north




•
 
steer 085 degrees true.










8.
 
correctly positioned, balanced, or aligned; upright or level.




9.
 
loyal or faithful




•
 
he was a true friend.










10.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
true to

 )
 — accurately conforming to (a standard or expectation); faithful to




•
 
this entirely new production remains true to the essence of Lorca's play.










11.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 honest




•
 
we appeal to all good men and true to rally to us.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 truly




•
 
Hobson spoke truer than he knew.










2.
 
accurately or without variation.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
bring (an object, wheel, or other construction) into the exact shape, alignment, or position required.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
come true






actually happen or become the case




•
 
dreams can come true.















2.
 
out of true






not in the correct or exact shape or alignment




•
 
take care not to pull the frame out of true.















3.
 
many a true word is spoken in jest








‹proverb›

 a humorous remark not intended to be taken seriously may turn out to be accurate after all.









4.
 
true to form (or type)






being or behaving as expected




•
 
true to form, they took it well.















5.
 
true to life






accurately representing real events or objects




•
 
artworks of the period were often composed in strident colors not true to life.


















V.
 
derivatives





trueness

 
/ˈtro͞onəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
trēowe

 , 
trȳwe

 ‘steadfast, loyal’; related to Dutch 
getrouw

 , German 
treu

 , also to truce
 .





true bill

 
/tro͞o bil/






noun






[Law]

 a bill of indictment found by a grand jury to be supported by sufficient evidence to justify the hearing of a case.













true-blue

 
/ˈˌtro͞o ˈblo͞o/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 extremely loyal or orthodox




•
 
I'm a dyed-in-the-wool, true-blue patriot.



















true-born

 
/ˈtro͞oˌbôrn/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of a specified kind by birth; genuine




•
 
a true-born criminal.



















true-false test






noun




a test consisting of statements that must be marked as either true or false.













truehearted

 
/ˌtro͞oˈhärdəd/






adjective






‹literary›

 loyal or faithful




•
 
a truehearted paladin.



















true leaf






noun






[Botany]

 a foliage leaf of a plant, as opposed to a seed leaf or cotyledon.













true-life

 
//






adjective




true to life; realistic




•
 
a story adapted from the true-life confessions of a Bayonne Mafioso.



















true-love knot

 
true-lover's knot






noun




a kind of knot with interlacing bows on each side, symbolizing the bonds of love.













true north






noun




north according to the earth's axis, not magnetic north.














true rib






noun




a rib that is attached directly to the breastbone.

Compare with floating rib
 .













Truffaut, François

 
/tro͞oˈfō/






(1932–84), French movie director. His first movie, 
The 400 Blows

 (1959), established him as a leading director of the 
nouvelle vague

 . Other movies include 
Jules et Jim

 (1962) and 
The Last Metro

 (1980).









truffle

 
/ˈtrəfəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong-smelling underground fungus that resembles an irregular, rough-skinned potato, growing chiefly in broadleaved woodland on calcareous soils. It is considered a culinary delicacy and found, especially in France, with the aid of trained dogs or pigs.

[Family 
Tuberaceae

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 : 
Tuber

 and other genera.]




2.
 
a soft candy made of a chocolate mixture, typically flavored with rum and covered with cocoa.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably via Dutch from obsolete French 
truffle

 , perhaps based on Latin 
tubera

 , plural of 
tuber

 ‘hump, swelling.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the 1920s.





truffled

 
/ˈtrəfəld/






adjective




(of food) cooked, garnished, or stuffed with truffles




•
 
a truffled turkey.



















truffling

 
/ˈtrəf(ə)liNG/






noun




the activity of hunting or rooting for truffles.













trug

 
/trəɡ /

 
trug basket





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a shallow oblong basket made of strips of wood, traditionally used for carrying garden flowers and produce.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a basin): perhaps a dialect variant of trough
 .





truism

 
/ˈtro͞oˌizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement that is obviously true and says nothing new or interesting




•
 
the truism that you get what you pay for.










2.
 


[Logic]

 a proposition that states nothing beyond what is implied by any of its terms.








II.
 
derivatives





truistic

 
/tro͞oˈistik /






adjective





















truite au bleu

 
/ˌtrwēd ō ˈblə/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of trout cooked with vinegar, which turns the fish blue.











– origin

 French, literally ‘trout in the blue.’





Trujillo

 
/ˌtro͞oˈhēyō/






a city on the coast of northwestern Peru; pop. 682,800 (est. 2007).









Trujillo, Rafael






(1891–1961), Dominican statesman; president of the Dominican Republic 1930–38 and 1942–52; born 
Rafael Leónidas Trujillo Molina

 ; known as 
Generalissimo

 . Although he was formally president for only two periods, he wielded dictatorial powers from 1930 until his death.










trull

 
/trəl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a prostitute.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from German 
Trulle

 .






truly

 
/ˈtro͞olē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a truthful way




•
 
he speaks truly.










2.
 
used to emphasize emotional sincerity or seriousness




•
 
time to reflect on what we truly want




•
 
it is truly a privilege to be here




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
I'm truly sorry, but I can't join you today




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 
truly, I don't understand you sometimes.










3.
 
to the fullest degree; genuinely or properly




•
 
management does not truly understand or care about the residents




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a truly free press.










4.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — absolutely or completely (used to emphasize a description)




•
 
a truly dreadful song.










5.
 
in fact or without doubt; really




•
 
this is truly a miracle.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 loyally or faithfully




•
 
why cannot all masters be served truly?














II.
 
phrases





yours truly





a.
 
used as a formula for ending a letter.




b.
 


‹humorous›

 used to refer to oneself




•
 
the demos will be organized by yours truly.





















– origin

 Old English 
trēowlīce

 ‘faithfully’ (see true
 , -ly
 2
 ).





Truman, Harry S.

 
/ˈtro͞omən/






(1884–1972), 33rd president of the US 1945–53. A Democrat, he served in the US Senate 1934–45. As vice president 1945, he succeeded to the presidency upon the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt during World War II. He authorized the use of the atom bomb against Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, initiated the Truman Doctrine in 1947, introduced the Marshall Plan in 1948, and helped to establish NATO the following year. The US became involved in the Korean War in 1950. Truman's victory over Thomas E. Dewey in the 1948 presidential election was one of the closest in US history.









Truman Doctrine






noun




the principle that the US should give support to countries or peoples threatened by Soviet forces or communist insurrection. First expressed in 1947 by US President Truman in a speech to Congress seeking aid for Greece and Turkey, the doctrine was seen by the communists as an open declaration of the Cold War.













Trumbull

 
/ˈtrəmbəl/






a town in southwestern Connecticut, northeast of Bridgeport; pop. 34,688 (est. 2008).









Trumbull, John






(1756–1843), US artist. He is noted for his large scenes, particularly of the American Revolution, and created paintings for the rotunda of the Capitol in Washington, DC. He also painted 
“The Declaration of Independence”

 (1796) and several portraits of George Washington.









trumeau

 
/tro͞oˈmō/





I.
 
noun




a section of wall or a pillar between two openings, especially a pillar dividing a large doorway in a church.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘calf of the leg.’





trump1


 
/trəmp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) a playing card of the suit chosen to rank above the others, which can win a trick where a card of a different suit has been led.




2.
 
(
trumps

 )
 — the suit having the rank above the others in a particular hand




•
 
the ace of trumps.










3.
 
(in a tarot pack) any of a special suit of 22 cards depicting symbolic and typical figures and scenes.




4.
 
(also 
trump card

 )
 — a valuable resource that may be used, especially as a surprise, in order to gain an advantage




•
 
in this month General Haig decided to play his trump card: the tank.










5.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a helpful or admirable person.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in bridge, whist, and similar card games) play a trump on (a card of another suit), having no cards of the suit led.




2.
 
beat (someone or something) by saying or doing something better




•
 
taste trumps most if not all other factors when consumers choose food products.














III.
 
phrasal verbs





trump something up






invent a false accusation or excuse




•
 
they've trumped up charges against her.





















– origin

 early 16th cent.: alteration of triumph
 , once used in card games in the same sense.






trump2


 
/trəmp/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a trumpet or a trumpet blast.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trompe

 , of Germanic origin; probably imitative.





Trump, Donald

 
/trəmp/






(1946–) US real estate developer; full name 
Donald John Trump

 . He was noted for building Trump Tower (1982) in New York City and the Taj Mahal gambling complex in Atlantic City, New Jersey.









trumped-up

 
/ˌtrəmptˈəp/






adjective




invented as an excuse or a false accusation




•
 
he was arrested on trumped-up charges




•
 
a trumped-up story.



















trumpery

 
/ˈtrəmp(ə)rē /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
attractive articles of little value or use.




2.
 
practices or beliefs that are superficially or visually appealing but have little real value or worth.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
showy but worthless




•
 
trumpery jewelry.










2.
 
delusive or shallow




•
 
that trumpery hope which lets us dupe ourselves.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting trickery): from Old French 
tromperie

 , from 
tromper

 ‘deceive.’





trumpet

 
/ˈtrəmpət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brass musical instrument with a flared bell and a bright, penetrating tone. The modern instrument has the tubing looped to form a straight-sided coil, with three valves.




2.
 
an organ reed stop with a quality resembling that of a trumpet.




3.
 
something shaped like a trumpet, especially the tubular corona of a daffodil flower.




4.
 
a sound resembling that of a trumpet, especially the loud cry of an elephant.




5.
 
(
trumpets

 )
 — a North American pitcher plant.

[Genus 
Sarracenia

 , family 
Sarraceniaceae

 : several species, in particular 
yellow trumpets

 (
S. alata

 ).]








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — play a trumpet


(as 
adj.

 
trumpeting

 )


•
 
figures of two trumpeting angels.










2.
 
make a loud, penetrating sound resembling that of a trumpet




•
 
wild elephants trumpeting in the bush.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — proclaim widely or loudly




•
 
the press trumpeted another defeat for the government.














III.
 
phrases





blow one's (own) trumpet






talk openly and boastfully about one's achievements




•
 
he refused to 
blow his own trumpet

 and blushingly declined to speak.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trompette

 , diminutive of 
trompe

 (see trump
 2
 ). The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





trumpeter

 
/ˈtrəmpədər/






noun



1.
 
a person who plays a trumpet.




2.
 
a large gregarious ground-dwelling bird of tropical South American forests, with mainly black plumage and loud trumpeting and booming calls.

[Family 
Psophiidae

 and genus 
Psophia

 : three species.]




3.
 
a pigeon of a domestic breed that makes a trumpetlike sound.




4.
 
an edible marine fish with a spiny dorsal fin, found chiefly in cool Australasian waters and said to make a grunting or trumpeting sound when taken out of the water.

[Family 
Latridae

 : several genera and species, including the 
Tasmanian trumpeter

 (
Latris lineata

 ), prized as food.]













trumpeter swan

 
/ˈtrəmpədər swän/






noun




a large migratory swan with a black and yellow bill and a honking call, breeding in northern North America.

[
Cygnus buccinator

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













trumpetfish

 
/ˈtrəmpitˌfiSH/






noun




an elongated marine fish with a long narrow snout, resembling a pipefish. It lives around reefs and rocks in tropical waters and typically hangs in a semivertical position.

[Family 
Aulostomidae

 and genus 
Aulostomus

 : several species.]













trumpet major

 
/ˈtrəmpət ˈmājər/






noun




the chief trumpeter of a cavalry regiment, typically a principal musician in a regimental band.













trumpet shell






noun




the shell of a large marine mollusk that can be blown to produce a loud note.

[Several species in the class 
Gastropoda

 , in particular the triton (
Charonia tritonis

 , family 
Cymatiidae

 ).]













trumpet tree






noun




any of a number of tropical American trees, in particular

[● a tree grown in the Caribbean for its numerous trumpet-shaped flowers, which bloom when the tree is leafless (genus 
Tabebuia

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 ). ● a cecropia whose hollow branches are used to make wind instruments (
Cecropia peltata

 , family 
Cecropiaceae

 ).]













trumpet vine

 
/ˈtrəmpət vīn /

 
trumpet creeper






noun




a climbing shrub with orange or red trumpet-shaped flowers, cultivated as an ornamental.

[Genus 
Campsis

 , family 
Bignoniaceae

 : the North American 
C. radicans

 and the Chinese 
C. grandiflora

 .]













truncal

 
/ˈtrəNGkəl/






adjective






[Medicine]

 of or affecting the trunk of the body, or of a nerve.














truncate

 
/ˈtrəNGˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
truncated

 )


1.
 
shorten (something) by cutting off the top or the end




•
 
a truncated cone shape




•
 
discussion was truncated by the arrival of tea.










2.
 


[Crystallography]

 replace (an edge or an angle) by a plane, typically so as to make equal angles with the adjacent faces.








II.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a leaf, feather, or other part) ending abruptly as if cut off across the base or tip.








III.
 
derivatives





truncation

 
/ˌtrəNGˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
truncation

 ): from Latin 
truncat-

 ‘maimed,’ from the verb 
truncare

 .





truncheon

 
/ˈtrən(t)SHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a short, thick stick carried as a weapon by a police officer.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a staff or baton acting as a symbol of authority.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a piece broken off (especially from a spear), also a cudgel): from Old French 
tronchon

 ‘stump,’ based on Latin 
truncus

 ‘trunk.’






trundle

 
/ˈtrəndl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a wheeled vehicle or its occupants) move or cause to move slowly and heavily, typically in a noisy or uneven way


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
ten vintage cars trundled past




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we trundled a wheelbarrow down to the river and collected driftwood.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) move slowly or heavily




•
 
she could hear him coughing as he trundled out.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of moving slowly or heavily.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a small wheel or roller): a parallel formation to obsolete or dialect 
trendle

 , 
trindle

 ‘(cause to) revolve’; related to trend
 .





trundle bed

 
/ˈtrəndl bed/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a low bed on wheels that can be stored under a larger bed.













trunk

 
/trəNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the main woody stem of a tree as distinct from its branches and roots.




2.
 
the main part of an artery, nerve, or other anatomical structure from which smaller branches arise.




3.
 
short for trunk line
 .




4.
 
an enclosed shaft or conduit for cables or ventilation.




5.
 
a person's or animal's body apart from the limbs and head.




6.
 
the elongated, prehensile nose of an elephant.




7.
 
a large box with a hinged lid for storing or transporting clothes and other articles.




8.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the space at the back of a car for carrying luggage and other goods.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trunkful

 
/ˈtrəNGkˌfo͝ol /






noun













2.
 
trunkless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tronc

 , from Latin 
truncus

 .





trunk call

 
/ˈtrəNG(k) ˌkôl/






noun






‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a long-distance telephone call made within the same country.














trunkfish

 
/ˈtrəNGkˌfiSH/






noun




another term for boxfish
 .













trunking

 
/ˈtrəNGkiNG/






noun



1.
 
a system of shafts or conduits for cables or ventilation.




2.
 
the use or arrangement of trunk lines.














trunk line

 
/ˈtrəNGk ˌlīn/






noun




a main line of a railroad, telephone system, or other network.













trunk road

 
/ˈtrəNGk ˌrōd/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an important main road used for long-distance travel.













trunks

 
/trəNGks/





I.
 
plural noun




men's shorts, worn especially for swimming or boxing.











– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): from an earlier theatrical use denoting short breeches of thin material worn over tights.





trunk show






noun




a sales event for showing merchandise to staff or select customers




•
 
fashionistas can enjoy a trunk show of the company's winter collection.



















trunnel

 
/ˈtrən(ə)l/






noun






(US)

 a hard wooden pin used for fastening timbers together.













trunnion

 
/ˈtrənyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pin or pivot forming one of a pair on which something is supported.




2.
 
a supporting cylindrical projection on each side of a cannon or mortar.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
trognon

 ‘core, tree trunk,’ of unknown origin.





Truro

 
/ˈtro͝orō/






a resort town in eastern Massachusetts, near the tip of Cape Cod, a well-known arts colony; pop. 2,125 (est. 2008).









truss

 
/trəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a framework, typically consisting of rafters, posts, and struts, supporting a roof, bridge, or other structure




•
 
roof trusses.










2.
 
a surgical appliance worn to support a hernia, typically a padded belt.




3.
 
a large projection of stone or timber, typically one supporting a cornice.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 a bundle of old hay (56 lb), new hay (60 lb), or straw (36 lb).




5.
 
a compact cluster of flowers or fruit growing on one stalk.




6.
 


[Sailing]

 a heavy metal ring securing a lower yard to its mast.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tie up the wings and legs of (a chicken or other bird) before cooking.




2.
 
tie up (someone) with their arms at their sides




•
 
I found him 
trussed up

 in his closet.










3.
 
(usu. 
be trussed up in

 )
 — dress (someone) in elaborate or uncomfortable clothing




•
 
he was trussed up in a heavily padded suit, complete with face mask and protective gloves.










4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
trussed

 )
 — support (a roof, bridge, or other structure) with a truss or trusses.








III.
 
derivatives





trusser






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘bundle’): from Old French 
trusse

 (noun), 
trusser

 ‘pack up, bind in,’ based on late Latin 
tors-

 ‘twisted,’ from the verb 
torquere

 . 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 17th cent.





trust

 
/trəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
firm belief in the reliability, truth, ability, or strength of someone or something




•
 
relations have to be built on trust




•
 
they have been able to win the trust of the others.










2.
 
acceptance of the truth of a statement without evidence or investigation




•
 
I used only primary sources, 
taking

 nothing 
on trust

 .










3.
 
the state of being responsible for someone or something




•
 
a man in a position of trust.










4.
 


‹literary›

 a person or duty for which one has responsibility




•
 
rulership is a trust from God.










5.
 


‹literary›

 a hope or expectation




•
 
all the great trusts of womanhood.










6.
 


[Law]

 confidence placed in a person by making that person the nominal owner of property to be held or used for the benefit of one or more others.




7.
 
an arrangement whereby property is held in a trust




•
 
a trust was set up




•
 
the property is to be 
held in trust

 for his son.










8.
 
a body of trustees.




9.
 
an organization or company managed by trustees




•
 
a charitable trust




•
 [in 
names

 ]
 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation.










10.
 


(US)

 
‹dated›

 a large company that has or attempts to gain monopolistic control of a market.




11.
 


(W. Indian)

 
‹archaic›

 commercial credit




•
 
my master lived on trust at an alehouse.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
believe in the reliability, truth, ability, or strength of




•
 
I should never have trusted her




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
he can be trusted to carry out an impartial investigation




•
 (as 
adj.

 
trusted

 )
 
a trusted adviser.










2.
 
(
trust someone with

 )
 — allow someone to have, use, or look after (someone or something of importance or value) with confidence




•
 
I'd trust you with my life.










3.
 
(
trust someone/something to

 )
 — commit (someone or something) to the safekeeping of




•
 
they don't like to 
trust

 their money 
to

 anyone outside the family.










4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — have confidence; hope (used as a polite formula in conversation)




•
 
I trust that you have enjoyed this book.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have faith or confidence




•
 
she 
trusted in

 the powers of justice.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
trust to

 )
 — place reliance on (luck, fate, or something else over which one has little control)




•
 
trusting to the cover of night, I ventured out.










7.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 allow credit to (a customer).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not trust someone as far as one can throw them








‹informal›

 not trust or hardly trust a particular person at all.









2.
 
trust someone to ——






it is characteristic or predictable for someone to act in the specified way




•
 
trust Sam to have all the inside information.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trustable






adjective













2.
 
truster

 
/ˈtrəstər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
traust

 , from 
traustr

 ‘strong’; the verb from Old Norse 
treysta

 , assimilated to the noun.





trustafarian

 
/ˌtrəstəˈferēən/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a rich young person who adopts a bohemian lifestyle and lives in a nonaffluent area.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
trust fund

 and 
Rastafarian

 .





trustbuster

 
/ˈtrəs(t)ˌbəstər/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a person or agency employed to enforce antitrust legislation.













trust company

 
/trəst ˈkəmp(ə)nē/






noun




a company formed to act as a trustee or to deal with trusts.













trust deed

 
/trəst dēd/






noun






[Law]

 a deed of conveyance creating and setting out the conditions of a trust.













trustee

 
/trəˈstē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Law]

 an individual person or member of a board given control or powers of administration of property in trust with a legal obligation to administer it solely for the purposes specified.




2.
 


[Law]

 a state made responsible for the government of a trust territory by the United Nations.








II.
 
derivatives





trusteeship

 
/trəˈstēˌSHip /






noun





















trustee in bankruptcy






noun






[Law]

 a person taking administrative responsibility for the financial affairs of a bankrupt and the distribution of assets to creditors.













trustful

 
/ˈtrəs(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or marked by a total belief in the reliability, truth, ability, or strength of someone.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trustfully

 
/ˈtrəs(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
trustfulness

 
/ˈtrəs(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















trust fund

 
/ˈtrəs(t) ˌfənd/






noun




a fund consisting of assets belonging to a trust, held by the trustees for the beneficiaries.













trust fund baby






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person, typically a young adult, who is independently wealthy and does not need to work to earn a living




•
 
she'll probably end up like most trust fund babies and just waste pointless hours in nightclubs all over the world.



















trusting

 
/ˈtrəstiNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing or tending to have a belief in a person's honesty or sincerity; not suspicious




•
 
it is foolish to be too 
trusting of

 other people




•
 
a shy and trusting child.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trustingly

 
/ˈtrəstiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
trustingness






noun





















trust territory

 
/trəst ˈterəˌtôrē/






noun




a territory under the trusteeship of the United Nations or of a country designated by it.













trustworthy

 
/ˈtrəs(t)ˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




able to be relied on as honest or truthful




•
 
leave a spare key with a trustworthy neighbor.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trustworthily

 
/-T͟Həlē /






adverb













2.
 
trustworthiness

 
/ˈtrəs(t)ˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















trusty

 
/ˈtrəstē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 having served for a long time and regarded as reliable or faithful




•
 
his trusty Corona typewriter




•
 
their trusty steeds.














II.
 
noun




a prisoner who is given special privileges or responsibilities in return for good behavior.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
trustily

 
/ˈtrəstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
trustiness

 
/ˈtrəstēnəs /






noun






















truth

 
/tro͞oTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being true




•
 
he had to accept the truth of her accusation.










2.
 
(also 
the truth

 )
 — that which is true or in accordance with fact or reality




•
 
tell me the truth




•
 
she found out the truth about him.










3.
 
a fact or belief that is accepted as true




•
 
the emergence of scientific truths.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in truth






really; in fact




•
 
in truth, she was more than a little unhappy.















2.
 
of a truth








‹archaic›

 certainly




•
 
of a truth, such things used to happen.















3.
 
to tell (you) the truth

 
truth to tell
 , if truth be told






to be frank (used especially when making an admission or when expressing an unwelcome or controversial opinion)




•
 
I think, if truth be told, we were all a little afraid of him.




•
 
to tell you the truth, I've never met the guys.















4.
 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth






used to emphasize the absolute veracity of a statement.

[part of a statement sworn by witnesses in court.]















– origin

 Old English 
trīewth

 , 
trēowth

 ‘faithfulness, constancy’ (see true
 , -th
 2
 ).





Truth, Sojourner

 
/tro͞oTH/






(
c.

 1797–1883), US evangelist and reformer; previously 
Isabella Van Wagener

 . Born into slavery, she was sold to 
Isaac Van Wagener

 , who released her in 1827. She became a zealous evangelist and preached in favor of black rights and women's suffrage. In 1864, she was received at the White House by President Lincoln.









truth condition






noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 the condition under which a given proposition is true.




2.
 


[Logic]

 a statement of the condition under which a given proposition is true, sometimes taken to be the meaning of the proposition.













truther

 
/ˈtro͞oTHər/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who doubts the generally accepted account of an event, believing that an official conspiracy exists to conceal the true explanation; a conspiracy theorist




•
 
she denied evolution, AIDS/HIV, and was a 9/11 truther.



















truthful

 
/ˈtro͞oTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or statement) telling or expressing the truth; honest




•
 
I think you're confusing being rude with being truthful




•
 
I want a truthful answer.










2.
 
(of artistic or literary representation) characterized by accuracy or realism; true to life




•
 
astonishingly truthful acting.














II.
 
derivatives





truthfully

 
/ˈtro͞oTHfəlē /






adverb





















truthfulness

 
/ˈtro͞oTHfəlnəs/






noun



1.
 
the fact of being true; truth




•
 
we have had to judge the truthfulness of the evidence.










2.
 
the fact of being realistic or true to life; realism




•
 
the truthfulness of her playing of an aging American spinster.



















truth function






noun






[Logic]

 a function whose truth value is dependent on the truth value of its arguments.













truthiness

 
/ˈtro͞oTHēnis/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 the quality of seeming or being felt to be true, even if not necessarily true.











– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘truthfulness’): coined in the modern sense by US humorist Stephen Colbert (1964–).





truth serum

 
/tro͞oTH drəɡ /

 
truth drug






noun




a drug supposedly able to induce a state in which a person answers questions truthfully.













truth table






noun



1.
 


[Logic]

 a diagram in rows and columns showing how the truth or falsity of a proposition varies with that of its components.




2.
 


[Logic]

 
[Electronics]

 a diagram of the outputs from all possible combinations of input.













truth value

 
/tro͞oTH ˈvalyo͞o/






noun






[Logic]

 the attribute assigned to a proposition in respect of its truth or falsehood, which in classical logic has only two possible values (true or false).














try

 
/trī/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — make an attempt or effort to do something


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
he 
tried to

 regain his breath




•
 
I started to 
try and

 untangle the mystery




•
 
I decided to try writing fiction




•
 
none of them tried very hard




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
three times he tried the maneuver and three times he failed.










2.
 
(
try for

 )
 — attempt to achieve or attain




•
 
they decided to try for another baby.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use, test, or do (something new or different) in order to see if it is suitable, effective, or pleasant




•
 
everyone wanted to know if I'd tried jellied eel




•
 
these methods are 
tried and tested

 .










4.
 
(
try out for

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 compete or audition in order to join (a team) or be given (a position)




•
 
she tried out for the team.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — go to (a place) or attempt to contact (someone), typically in order to obtain something




•
 
I've tried the apartment, but the number is busy.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push or pull (a door or window) to determine whether it is locked




•
 
I tried the doors, but they were locked.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make severe demands on (a person or a quality, typically patience)




•
 
Mary tried everyone's patience to the limit.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tried

 )
 — subject (someone) to trial




•
 
he was arrested and tried for the murder.










9.
 
investigate and decide (a case or issue) in a formal trial




•
 
such cases must be tried by a jury.










10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 smooth (roughly planed wood) with a plane to give an accurately flat surface.




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — extract (oil or fat) by heating




•
 
some of the fat may be 
tried out

 and used.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an effort to accomplish something; an attempt




•
 
Mitterrand was elected president on his third try.










2.
 
an act of doing, using, or testing something new or different to see if it is suitable, effective, or pleasant




•
 
they should give the idea a try.










3.
 


[Rugby]

 an act of touching the ball down behind the opposing goal line, scoring points and entitling the scoring side to a goal kick.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
I (or he, etc.) will try anything once






used to indicate willingness to do or experience something new.









2.
 
try something on for size






assess whether something is suitable




•
 
he was trying on the role for size.















3.
 
try one's hand at






attempt to do (something) for the first time, typically in order to find out if one is good at it




•
 
a chance to try your hand at the ancient art of drystone walling.















4.
 
try it on





a.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 attempt to deceive or seduce someone




•
 
he was 
trying it on with

 my wife.










b.
 
deliberately test someone's patience to see how much one can get away with.









5.
 
try one's luck






see luck
 .









6.
 
try me






used to suggest that one may be willing to do something unexpected or unlikely




•
 
“You won't use a gun up here.” “Try me.”


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
try something on






put on an item of clothing to see if it fits or suits one.









2.
 
try someone/something out






test someone or something new or different to assess their suitability or effectiveness




•
 
I try out new recipes on my daughter.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
trier

 ‘sift,’ of unknown origin. Sense 1 of the noun dates from the early 17th cent. / 
usage:

 In practice, there is little discernible difference in meaning between 
try to

 plus infinitive (we should 
try to

 help them) and 
try and

 plus infinitive (we should 
try and

 help them), but there is a difference in formality, with 
try to

 being regarded as more formal than 
try and

 . Beyond the issue of formality, the construction 
try and

 is grammatically odd, in that it cannot be inflected for tense—that is, sentences like she 
tried and

 fix it or they are 
trying and

 renew their visa are not acceptable, while their equivalents she 
tried to

 fix it or they are 
trying to

 renew their visa obviously are. For this reason, 
try and

 is best regarded as a fixed idiom used only in its infinitive and imperative form. See also usage at and
 .





trying

 
/ˈtrīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




difficult or annoying; hard to endure




•
 
it had been a very trying day.














II.
 
derivatives





tryingly

 
/ˈtrīiNGlē /






adverb





















tryout

 
/ˈtrīout/






noun




a test of the potential of someone or something, especially in the context of entertainment or sports




•
 
she would be too distraught to compete in cheerleader tryouts.



















trypan blue

 
/ˈtripən, trəˈpan/





I.
 
noun




a diazo dye used as a biological stain due to its absorption by macrophages of the reticuloendothelial system.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
trypan

 from trypanosome
 .






trypanosome

 
/trəˈpanəsōm ˈtripənəˌsōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 
[Zoology]

 a single-celled parasitic protozoan with a trailing flagellum, infesting the blood.

[Genus 
Trypanosoma

 , phylum 
Kinetoplastida

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Greek 
trupanon

 ‘borer’ + -some
 3
 .






trypanosomiasis

 
/trəˌpanəsōˈmīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 any tropical disease caused by trypanosomes and typically transmitted by biting insects, especially sleeping sickness and Chagas' disease.














trypsin

 
/ˈtripsin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a digestive enzyme that breaks down proteins in the small intestine. It is secreted by the pancreas in an inactive form, trypsinogen.








II.
 
derivatives





tryptic

 
/-tik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
tripsis

 ‘friction,’ from 
tribein

 ‘to rub’ (because it was first obtained by rubbing down the pancreas with glycerine), + -in
 1
 .





trypsinogen

 
/tripˈsinəjən, -ˌjen/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an inactive substance secreted by the pancreas, from which the digestive enzyme trypsin is formed in the duodenum.













tryptamine

 
/ˈtriptəˌmēn/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound, of which serotonin is a derivative, produced from tryptophan by decarboxylation.

[A heterocyclic amine; chem. formula: C8
 H6
 NCH2
 CH2
 NH.]













tryptophan

 
/ˈtriptəˌfan/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[An indole derivative; chem. formula: C8
 H6
 NCH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
tryptic

 ‘relating to trypsin’ + Greek 
phainein

 ‘appear.’





trysail

 
/ˈtrīsəl ˈtrīˌsāl/






noun




a small, strong fore-and-aft sail set on the mast of a sailing vessel in heavy weather.













try square

 
/trī skwe(ə)r/






noun




an implement used to check and mark right angles in construction work.













tryst

 
/trist /

 

‹literary›






I.
 
noun




a private, romantic rendezvous between lovers




•
 
a moonlight tryst.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
keep a private, romantic rendezvous


(as 
noun

 
trysting

 )


•
 
a trysting place.














III.
 
derivatives





tryster






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally Scots): variant of obsolete 
trist

 ‘an appointed place in hunting,’ from French 
triste

 or medieval Latin 
trista

 .





TS






abbreviation




tensile strength.













Tsao-chuang

 
/ˈjou jo͞oˈäNG/






variant of Zaozhuang
 .









tsar

 
/zär (t)sär /

 
czar
 , tzar





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an emperor of Russia before 1917




•
 
Tsar Nicholas II.










2.
 
a South Slav ruler in former times, especially one reigning over Serbia in the 14th century.




3.
 
(often 
czar

 ) [usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a person appointed by government to advise on and coordinate policy in a particular area




•
 
America's new drug czar.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tsardom

 
/ˈzärdəm ˈtsärdəm /






noun













2.
 
tsarism

 
/ˈzärˌizəm ˈtsäˌrizəm /






noun













3.
 
tsarist

 
/ˈzärəst ˈtsärəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Russian 
tsar’

 , representing Latin 
Caesar

 .





tsarevich

 
/ˈzärəˌviCH, ˈ(t)sär- /

 
czarevich
 , tzarevitch





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the eldest son of an emperor of Russia.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: Russian, literally ‘son of a tsar.’






tsarevna

 
/zäˈrevnə, (t)sä-/






noun



1.
 
a daughter of a tsar.




2.
 
the wife of a tsarevich.













tsarina

 
/zäˈrēnə (t)säˈrēnə /

 
czarina
 , tzarina






noun






‹historical›

 an empress of Russia before 1917.














Tsaritsyn

 
/(t)säˈrētsin/






former name (until 1925) of Volgograd
 .









TSE






abbreviation




transmissible spongiform encephalopathy; any spongiform encephalopathy, including BSE and vCJD, that is transmissible between animals, or between animals and humans.













tsessebi

 
/ˈ(t)sesəbē (t)seˈsābē /

 
tsessebe





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of sassaby
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Setswana.





tsetse

 
/ˈ(t)setsē /

 
tsetse fly





I.
 
noun




an African bloodsucking fly that bites humans and other mammals, transmitting sleeping sickness and nagana.

[Genus 
Glossina

 , family 
Tabanidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Setswana.





TSgt






abbreviation




technical sergeant.













TSH






abbreviation




thyroid-stimulating hormone.













T-shirt

 
/ˈtē ˌSHərt /

 
tee shirt






noun




a short-sleeved casual top, generally made of cotton, having the shape of a T when spread out flat.













tsimmes

 
/ˈtsimis /

 
tzimmes
 , tzimmis





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Jewish stew of sweetened vegetables or vegetables and fruit, sometimes with meat.




2.
 
a fuss or muddle.











– origin

 Yiddish.





Tsimshian

 
/ˈCHimSHēən, ˈtsim-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of coastal British Columbia.




2.
 
the language of the Tsimshian.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tsimshian or their language.











– origin

 from the Tsimshian self-designation 
c'msyan

 , literally ‘inside the Skeena River.’





Tsinan

 
/CHēˈnän jēˈnän/






variant of Jinan
 .









tsk tsk

 
/tisk tisk/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing disapproval or annoyance




•
 
you of all people, Goldie—tsk, tsk.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make such an exclamation.











– origin

 1940s: imitative.





Tsonga

 
/ˈtsäNGɡə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in the Limpopo province of South Africa, southern Mozambique, and southern Zimbabwe.

Also called Shangaan
 .




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Tsonga, which has about 3 million speakers. It is one of the official languages of South Africa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tsonga or their language.











– origin

 a local name, from either Tsonga or Zulu.





tsp.






abbreviation



1.
 
teaspoon(s).




2.
 
teaspoonful(s).














T-square

 
/ˈtē ˌskwe(ə)r /

 
T square






noun




a T-shaped instrument for drawing or testing right angles.













TSR






abbreviation






[Computing]

 terminate and stay resident, denoting a type of program that remains in the memory of a computer after it has finished running and that can be quickly reactivated.













TSS






abbreviation




toxic shock syndrome.













T-storm

 
/ˈtēstôrm/






noun






‹informal›

 short for thunderstorm
 .













tsuba

 
/ˈtso͞obə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese sword guard, typically elaborately decorated and made of steel.











– origin

 Japanese.





tsubo

 
/ˈtso͞obō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Japanese unit of area equal to approximately 3.95 square yards (3.30 sq m).




2.
 
(in complementary medicine) a point on the face or body to which pressure or other stimulation is applied during treatment.











– origin

 Japanese.





tsukemono

 
/ˌtso͞okēˈmōnō/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese side dish of pickled vegetables, usually served with rice.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
tsukeru

 ‘pickle’ + 
mono

 ‘thing.’






tsunami

 
/(t)so͞oˈnämē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long high sea wave caused by an earthquake, submarine landslide, or other disturbance.




2.
 
an arrival or occurrence of something in overwhelming quantities or amounts




•
 


a tsunami of

 data pours into the CNBC newsroom every minute of every trading day.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Japanese, from 
tsu

 ‘harbor’ + 
nami

 ‘wave.’





tsuris

 
/ˈtso͝oris, ˈtsər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 trouble or woe; aggravation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Hebrew.





Tsushima

 
/(t)so͝oˈSHēmə/






a Japanese island in Korea Strait, between South Korea and Japan. In 1905 it was the scene of a defeat for the Russian navy during the Russo-Japanese War.










tsutsugamushi disease

 
/ˌtso͞otsəɡəˈmo͝oSHē dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




another term for scrub typhus
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
tsutsugamushi

 , from the Japanese name of the mite that transmits the disease.






Tswana

 
/ˈ(t)swänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in Botswana, South Africa, and neighboring areas.




2.
 
the language of the Tswana, one of the official languages of South Africa.

Also called Setswana
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tswana or their language.











– origin

 stem of Setswana 
moTswana

 , plural 
baTswana

 .





TT






abbreviation



1.
 
teetotal.




2.
 
teetotaler.




3.
 
tuberculin-tested.













TTFN






abbreviation






‹informal›

 ta-ta for now




•
 
TTFN, and hopefully I'll have time to write when I get back.



















TTL





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a widely used technology for making integrated circuits.

[abbreviation of 
transistor transistor logic

 .]








II.
 
adjective






[Photography]

 (of a camera focusing system) through-the-lens.













T-top

 
/ˈtētäp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a car roof with removable panels.













TTS






noun




text-to-speech, a form of speech synthesis used to create a spoken version of the text in an electronic document.













TTY






abbreviation




teletypewriter.













TTYL






abbreviation






‹informal›

 talk to you later




•
 
Anyway, gotta run now! TTYL.



















Tu.






abbreviation




Tuesday.













Tuamotu Archipelago

 
/ˌto͞oəˌmōto͞o ˌärkəˈpeləˌɡō/






a group of about 80 coral islands that form part of French Polynesia, in the South Pacific Ocean; pop. 18,317 (2007). It is the largest group of coral atolls in the world.









Tuareg

 
/ˈtwäreɡ/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Berber people of the western and central Sahara, living mainly in Algeria, Mali, Niger, and western Libya, traditionally as nomadic pastoralists.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tuareg.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ṭawāriq

 .





tuatara

 
/ˌto͞oəˈtärə/





I.
 
noun




a nocturnal burrowing lizardlike reptile with a crest of soft spines along its back, now confined to some small islands off New Zealand.

[Order 
Rhynchocephalia

 and genus 
Sphenodon

 : two species, in particular 
S. punctatum

 . All other members of the order became extinct during the Mesozoic era.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Maori, from 
tua

 ‘on the back’ + 
tara

 ‘spine.’





Tuatha Dé Danann

 
/ˌto͞oəhə dā ˈdänən/





I.
 
plural noun






[Irish Mythology]

 the members of an ancient race said to have inhabited Ireland before the historical Irish. Formerly believed to have been a real people, they are credited with the possession of magical powers and great wisdom.











– origin

 Irish, literally ‘people of the goddess Danann.’






tub

 
/təb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wide, open, deep, typically round container with a flat bottom used for holding liquids, growing plants, etc.




•
 
hydrangeas in a patio tub.










2.
 
a small round plastic or cardboard container with a flat bottom in which food is bought or stored




•
 
a margarine tub.










3.
 
the contents of a tub or the amount it can contain




•
 
she ate a tub of yogurt.










4.
 
a washtub.




5.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a bathtub.




6.
 


[Mining]

 a container for conveying ore, coal, etc.




7.
 


‹informal›

 an old, awkward, or run-down vessel.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
tubbed

 )
 — plant in a tub




•
 
tubbed fruit trees.










2.
 


‹dated›

 wash or bathe (someone or something) in or as in a tub or bath.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 take a bath.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tubbable






adjective




(
 — 

‹informal›















2.
 
tubful

 
/ˈtəbˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably of Low German or Dutch origin; compare with Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
tubbe

 .





tuba

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large brass wind instrument of bass pitch, with three to six valves and a broad bell typically facing upward.




2.
 
a powerful reed stop on an organ with the quality of a tuba.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Italian from Latin, ‘trumpet.’





tubal

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obəl/






adjective




of, relating to, or occurring in a tube, especially the fallopian tubes.













tubal ligation






noun




a surgical procedure for female sterilization that involves severing and tying the fallopian tubes.













tubal pregnancy

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obəl ˈpreɡnənsē/






noun






[Medicine]

 an ectopic pregnancy in which the fetus develops in a fallopian tube.













tubby

 
/ˈtəbē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) short and rather fat.

[referring to the shape of a tub.]




2.
 
(of a sound) lacking resonance; dull.

[referring to the sound of a tub when struck.]








II.
 
derivatives





tubbiness

 
/ˈtəbēnəs /






noun





















tub chair






noun




a chair with solid arms continuous with a semicircular back.













tube

 
/t(y)o͞ob/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, hollow cylinder of metal, plastic, glass, etc., for holding or transporting something, chiefly liquids or gases.




2.
 
the inner tube of a bicycle tire.




3.
 
material made into cylindrical form; tubing




•
 
the firm manufactures steel tube for a wide variety of applications.










4.
 
a thing in the form of or resembling a tube, in particular




5.
 
a flexible metal or plastic container sealed at one end and having a screw cap at the other, for holding a semiliquid substance ready for use




•
 
a tube of toothpaste.










6.
 
a rigid cylindrical container




•
 
a tube of lipstick.










7.
 
, & [usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a hollow cylindrical organ or structure in an animal body or in a plant




•
 
Eustachian tube




•
 
sieve tube.










8.
 
(
tubes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a woman's fallopian tubes.




9.
 
a woman's close-fitting garment, typically without darts or other tailoring and made from a single piece of knitted or elasticized fabric


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
stretchy tube skirts.










10.
 
(in surfing) the hollow curve under the crest of a breaking wave.




11.
 
(
the Tube

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 the subway system in London.




12.
 
a train running on the subway system in London




•
 
I caught the tube home.










13.
 
a sealed container, typically of glass and either evacuated or filled with gas, containing two electrodes between which an electric current can be made to flow.




14.
 
a cathode ray tube, especially in a television set.




15.
 
(
the tube

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 television




•
 
another wasted evening, sitting in front of the tube.










16.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a vacuum tube.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
tubed

 )
 — provide with a tube or tubes


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a giant eight-tubed hookah.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fit (a person or animal) with a tube to assist breathing, especially after a laryngotomy.








III.
 
phrases





go down the tubes (or tube)








‹informal›

 be completely lost or wasted; fail utterly




•
 
we watched his political career go down the tubes.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tubeless

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obləs /






adjective













2.
 
tubelike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
tube

 or Latin 
tubus

 .





tubectomy

 
/ˌto͞oˈbektəmē/






noun




another term for salpingectomy
 .













tube foot






noun

 — (usu. 
tube feet

 )


1.
 


[Zoology]

 (in an echinoderm) each of a large number of small, flexible, hollow appendages protruding through the ambulacra, used either for locomotion or for collecting food and operated by hydraulic pressure within the water-vascular system.













tubeless tire

 
/ˌto͞oblis ˈtī(ə)r/






noun




a rubber tire designed for use without an inner tube.













tube-nosed bat






noun




an Old World bat with tubular nostrils.

[● a fruit bat found chiefly in New Guinea and Sulawesi (genus 
Nyctimene

 , family 
Pteropodidae

 ). ● an insectivorous Asian bat (genus 
Murina

 , family 
Vespertilionidae

 ).]













tube pan






noun




a round cake pan with a hollow, cone-shaped center, used for baking ring-shaped cakes.














tuber

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a much thickened underground part of a stem or rhizome, e.g., in the potato, serving as a food reserve and bearing buds from which new plants arise.




2.
 
a tuberous root, e.g., of the dahlia.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a rounded swelling or protuberant part.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘hump, swelling.’





tuber cinereum

 
/ˌt(y)o͞obər səˈnerēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the hypothalamus to which the pituitary gland is attached.











– origin

 Latin 
cinereum

 , neuter of 
cinereus

 ‘ash-colored.’






tubercle

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obərkəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
, &
 — 

[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 a small rounded projection or protuberance, especially on a bone or on the surface of an animal or plant.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a small nodular lesion in the lungs or other tissues, characteristic of tuberculosis.








II.
 
derivatives





tuberculate

 
/təˈbərkyəˌlāt t(y)o͞oˈbərkyəˌlāt təˈbərkyələt t(y)o͞oˈbərkyələt /






adjective





tubercle
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
tuberculum

 , diminutive of 
tuber

 (see tuber
 ).






tubercle bacillus






noun




a bacterium that causes tuberculosis.














tubercular

 
/ˌt(y)o͞oˈbərkyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or affected with tuberculosis




•
 
a tubercular kidney.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 having or covered with tubercles.








II.
 
noun




a person with tuberculosis.













tuberculation

 
/təˌbərkyəˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Biology]

 the formation or presence of tubercles, especially of a specified type.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tuberculum

 (see tubercle
 ) + -ation
 .





tuberculin

 
/təˈbərkyələn/





I.
 
noun




a sterile protein extract from cultures of tubercle bacillus, used in a test by hypodermic injection for infection with or immunity to tuberculosis, and also formerly in the treatment of the disease.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
tuberculum

 (see tubercle
 ) + -in
 1
 .





tuberculin-tested

 
/təˈbərkyələnˌtestəd/






adjective




(of cows or their milk) giving, or from cows giving, a negative response to a tuberculin test.














tuberculoid

 
/təˈbərkyəloid/






adjective



1.
 


[Medicine]

 resembling tuberculosis or its symptoms, in particular




2.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting the milder of the two principal forms of leprosy, marked by few, well-defined lesions similar to those of tuberculosis, often with loss of feeling in the affected areas.

Compare with lepromatous
 .














tuberculosis

 
/t(y)o͞oˌbərkyəˈlōsəs /

 
TB





I.
 
noun




an infectious bacterial disease characterized by the growth of nodules (tubercles) in the tissues, especially the lungs.

[The disease is caused by the bacterium 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis

 or (esp. in animals) a related species; Gram-positive acid-fast rods.] The most common form, 
pulmonary tuberculosis

 (formerly known as ‘consumption’), is caused by inhalation of the bacteria. It was widespread in 19th-century Europe, and still causes 3 million deaths each year in developing countries. The disease can affect other parts of the body, notably the bones and joints and the central nervous system. Its spread was largely countered by vaccination and by the pasteurization of milk to prevent transmission from cattle. Today, the rise in HIV has helped cause a resurgence of tuberculosis, especially of drug-resistant strains.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
tuberculum

 (see tubercle
 ) + -osis
 .





tuberculous

 
/təˈbərkyələs t(y)o͞oˈbərkyələs/






adjective




another term for tubercular
 .













tuberose

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obəˌrōs ˈt(y)o͞obəˌrōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Mexican plant of the agave family, with heavily scented white waxy flowers and a bulblike base. Unknown in the wild, it was formerly cultivated as a flavoring for chocolate; the flower oil is used in perfumery.

[
Polianthes tuberosa

 , family 
Agavaceae

 .]




2.
 
variant spelling of tuberous
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: 
sense

 1 from Latin 
tuberosa

 , feminine of 
tuberosus

 ‘with protuberances’; 
sense

 2 from Latin 
tuberosus

 .






tuberous

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obərəs /

 
tuberose





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 of the nature of a tuber.

See tuberous root
 .




2.
 
(of a plant) having tubers or a tuberous root.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 characterized by or affected by rounded swellings




•
 
tuberous sclerosis.














II.
 
derivatives





tuberosity

 
/ˌt(y)o͞obəˈräsədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French 
tubéreux

 or Latin 
tuberosus

 , from 
tuber

 (see tuber
 ).






tuberous root






noun




a thick and fleshy root like a tuber but without buds, as in the dahlia.













tubesnout

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obsnout/






noun




a small inshore fish with a very elongated snout, head, and body, living along the Pacific coast of North America.

[
Aulorynchus flavidus

 , the only member of the family 
Aulorhynchidae

 .]













tube sock






noun




a sock without a shaped heel.













tube top

 
/t(y)o͞ob täp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tight-fitting strapless top made of stretchy material and worn by women or girls.













tube well






noun






(Brit.)

 another term for sand point well
 .













tube worm






noun



1.
 
a marine bristle worm, especially a fan worm, that lives in a tube made from sand particles or in a calcareous tube that it secretes.

[Families 
Serpulidae

 and 
Sabellidae

 , phylum 
Polychaeta

 .]




2.
 
a pogonophoran or vestimentiferan worm.













tubicolous

 
/ˌt(y)o͞oˈbikələs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (of a marine worm) living in a tube.














tubifex

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obəˌfeks/





I.
 
noun




a small red annelid worm that lives in fresh water, partly buried in the mud.

Also called bloodworm
 . [Genus 
Tubifex

 , family 
Tubificidae

 , class 
Oligochaeta

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
tubus

 ‘tube’ + 
-fex

 from 
facere

 ‘make.’





tubing

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obiNG/






noun



1.
 
a length or lengths of metal, plastic, glass, etc., in tubular form




•
 
use the plastic tubing to siphon the beer into the bottles.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the leisure activity of riding on water or snow on a large inflated inner tube.













Tubman, Harriet

 
/ˈtəbmən/






(
c.

 1820–1913), US abolitionist; born 
Araminta Ross

 ; known as 
the Moses of Her People

 . She was born a slave in Maryland, but escaped via the Underground Railroad in 1849. Following what she called direct messages from God, she returned to Maryland numerous times to lead about 300 slaves to safety in the North. During the Civil War, she spied and served as a scout for the Union.









tubocurarine

 
/ˌt(y)o͞obōkyo͞oˈrärēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a compound of the alkaloid class obtained from curare and used to produce relaxation of voluntary muscles before surgery and in tetanus, encephalitis, and poliomyelitis.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
tubus

 ‘tube’ + curare
 + -ine
 4
 .






Tubruq

 
/tōˈbro͞ok, to͝o-/






Arabic name for Tobruk
 .









tub-thumping

 
/ˈtəb ˌTHəmpiNG /

 

‹informal, derogatory›






I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
expressing opinions in a loud and violent or dramatic manner




•
 
a tub-thumping speech.














II.
 
noun




the expression of opinions in a loud or dramatic way.








III.
 
derivatives





tub-thumper

 
/ˈtəb ˌTHəmpər /






noun






















Tubuai Islands

 
/ˌto͞obo͞oˈī ˌīləndz/






a group of volcanic islands in the South Pacific Ocean that form part of French Polynesia; pop. 6,669 (2007). The chief town, Mataura, is on the island of Tubuai.

Also called the Austral Islands
 .









tubular

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
long, round, and hollow like a tube




•
 
tubular flowers of deep crimson.










2.
 
made from a tube or tubes




•
 
tubular steel chairs.










3.
 


[Surfing]

 (of a wave) hollow and well curved.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 excellent




•
 
U2's brand of really tubular new-wave sounds.










5.
 


[Medicine]

 of or involving tubules or other tube-shaped structures.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
short for tubular tire
 .




2.
 
(
tubulars

 )
 — oil-drilling equipment made from tubes.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
tubulus

 ‘small tube’ + -ar
 1
 .






tubular bells

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obyələr belz/






plural noun




an orchestral instrument consisting of a row of vertically suspended metal tubes struck with a mallet.














tubular tire






noun




a completely enclosed tire cemented onto the wheel rim, used on racing bicycles.














tubule

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a minute tube, especially as an anatomical structure




•
 
kidney tubules.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
tubulus

 , diminutive of 
tubus

 ‘tube.’





Tubulidentata

 
/ˌt(y)o͞obyələdenˈtädə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of mammals that comprises only the aardvark.







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from tubule
 + Greek 
odous

 , 
odont-

 ‘tooth.’





tubulin

 
/ˈt(y)o͞obyələn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein that is the main constituent of the microtubules of living cells.











– origin

 1960s: from tubule
 + -in
 1
 .





Tucana

 
/t(y)o͞oˈkānə, -ˈkanə /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Toucan), south of Grus and Phoenix. It contains the Small Magellanic Cloud.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Tucanae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Tucanae.













– origin

 modern Latin.





Tuchman, Barbara W.

 
/ˈtəkmən/






(1912–89), US historian and writer; full name 
Barbara Wertheim Tuchman

 . Her many works include 
The Guns of August

 (1962), 
Stilwell and the American Experience in China, 1911–45

 (1971), 
A Distant Mirror

 (1978), and 
The First Salute

 (1988).









tuck

 
/tək/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push, fold, or turn (the edges or ends of something, especially a garment or bedclothes) so as to hide them or hold them in place




•
 
he tucked his shirt into his trousers.










2.
 
(
tuck someone in

 )
 — make someone, especially a child, comfortable in bed by pulling the edges of the bedclothes firmly under the mattress




•
 
he carried her back to bed and tucked her in.










3.
 
draw (something, especially part of one's body) together into a small space




•
 
she tucked her legs under her.










4.
 
put (something) away in a specified place or way so as to be hidden, safe, comfortable, or tidy




•
 
the colonel was coming toward her, his gun tucked under his arm.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make a flattened, stitched fold in (a garment or material), typically so as to shorten or tighten it, or for decoration.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a flattened, stitched fold in a garment or material, typically one of several parallel folds put in a garment for shortening, tightening, or decoration




•
 
a dress with tucks along the bodice.










2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a surgical operation to reduce surplus flesh or fat




•
 
a tummy tuck.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 food, typically cakes and candy, eaten by children at school as a snack


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a tuck shop.










4.
 
(also 
tuck position

 )
 — (in diving, gymnastics, downhill skiing, etc.) a position with the knees bent and held close to the chest, often with the hands clasped around the shins.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
tuck something away





a.
 
store something in a secure place




•
 
employees can tuck away a percentage of their pretax salary.










b.
 
(
be tucked away

 )
 — be located in an inconspicuous or concealed place




•
 
the police station was tucked away in a square behind the main street.










c.
 


‹informal›

 eat a lot of food.









2.
 
tuck in (or into)








‹informal›

 eat food heartily




•
 
I tucked into the bacon and scrambled eggs.





















– origin

 Old English 
tūcian

 ‘to punish, ill-treat’; related to tug
 . Influenced in Middle English by Middle Dutch 
tucken

 ‘pull sharply.’





tuckahoe

 
/ˈtəkəˌhō/





I.
 
noun




a root or other underground plant part formerly eaten by North American Indians, in particular

[● the starchy rhizome of an arum that grows chiefly in marshland (
Peltandra virginica

 , family 
Araceae

 ). ● the underground sclerotium of a bracket fungus (
Poria cocos

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 ).]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Virginia Algonquian 
tockawhoughe

 .





tucker

 
/ˈtəkər/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a piece of lace or linen worn in or around the top of a bodice or as an insert at the front of a low-cut dress.

See also one's best bib and tucker
 at bib
 1
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be tuckered out

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 exhaust; wear out.













Tucker, Richard

 
/ˈtəkər/






(1913–75) US opera singer; born 
Rubin Ticker

 . A tenor, he sang with the Metropolitan Opera for 30 seasons, beginning with his debut in 1945.









Tucker, Tanya






(1958–) US country and pop singer; full name 
Tanya Denise Tucker

 . At age 13, she became known for her rendition of 
“Delta Dawn”

 (1972). Her later albums include 
What Do I Do with Me

 (1991) and 
Complicated

 (1997).









tucket

 
/ˈtəkət/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a flourish on a trumpet.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
tuck

 ‘beat (a drum),’ from Old Northern French 
toquer

 , from the base of touch
 .





tuck-in

 
/ˈtəkˌin/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a large meal.













tucking

 
/təkiNG/






noun




a series of stitched tucks in a garment.













tuck-point

 
/ˈtəkˌpoint/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
point (brickwork) with colored mortar so as to have a narrow groove that is filled with fine white lime putty allowed to project slightly.













tuco-tuco

 
/ˌto͞okō ˈto͞okō/





I.
 
noun




a burrowing ratlike rodent native to South America.

[Family 
Ctenomyidae

 and genus 
Ctenomys

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative of the call of some species.





Tucson

 
/ˈto͞oˌsän, to͞oˈsän/






a city in southeastern Arizona; pop. 541,811 (est. 2008). Its desert climate makes it a tourist resort.









tucuxi

 
/to͝oˈko͞ohē/






noun




a small stout-bodied dolphin with a gray back and pinkish underparts, living along the coasts and rivers from Panama to Brazil and in the Amazon.

[
Sotalia fluviatilis

 , family 
Delphinidae

 .]













’tude

 
/t(y)o͞od/






noun






‹informal›

 short for attitude
 :




•
 
the song bristles with lotsa 'tude.



















-tude





I.
 
suffix




forming abstract nouns such as 
beatitude

 , 
solitude

 .











– origin

 from French 
-tude

 , from Latin 
-tudo

 .





Tudeh

 
/ˈto͞odā /

 
Tudeh Party





I.
 
the Communist Party of Iran.







– origin

 Persian, literally ‘mass.’





Tudor

 
/ˈt(y)o͞odər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the English royal dynasty that held the throne from the accession of Henry VII in 1485 until the death of Elizabeth I in 1603.




2.
 
of, denoting, or relating to the prevalent architectural style of the Tudor period, characterized especially by half-timbering.








II.
 
noun




a member of the Tudor dynasty.













Tudor, Henry






, Henry VII of England (see Henry
 1
 ).









Tudor, Mary






, Mary I of England (see Mary
 2
 ).









Tudor rose






noun




a conventionalized, typically five-lobed figure of a rose used in architectural and other decoration in the Tudor period, in particular a combination of the red and white roses of Lancaster or York adopted as a badge by Henry VII.













Tues.

 
Tue.






abbreviation




Tuesday.













Tuesday

 
/ˈt(y)o͞ozdā ˈt(y)o͞ozdē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Wednesday and following Monday




•
 
come to dinner 
on Tuesday






•
 
the following Tuesday




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
Tuesday afternoons.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Tuesday




•
 
they're all leaving Tuesday.










2.
 
(
Tuesdays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Tuesdays; each Tuesday




•
 
she works late Tuesdays.

















– origin

 Old English 
Tīwesdæg

 ‘day of Tīw,’ a Germanic god of war and the sky; translation of Latin 
dies Marti

 ‘day of Mars,’ the god Tīw being equated with the Roman god Mars. Compare with Swedish 
tisdag

 . / The days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, which in turn were named after gods. In most cases the Germanic names substituted the name of a comparable Germanic god for the Roman god's name.





tufa

 
/ˈt(y)o͞ofə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a porous rock composed of calcium carbonate and formed by precipitation from water, e.g., around mineral springs.




2.
 
another term for tuff
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tufaceous

 
/t(y)o͞oˈfāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Italian, variant of 
tufo

 (see tuff
 ).






tuff

 
/təf/





I.
 
noun




a light, porous rock formed by consolidation of volcanic ash.








II.
 
derivatives





tuffaceous

 
/ˌtəˈfāSHəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Italian 
tufo

 , from late Latin 
tofus

 , Latin 
tophus

 (see tophus
 ).





tuffet

 
/ˈtəfət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tuft or clump of something




•
 
grass tuffets.










2.
 
a footstool or low seat.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of tuft
 .






tuft

 
/təft/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bunch or collection of something, typically threads, grass, or hair, held or growing together at the base




•
 
scrubby 
tufts of

 grass.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a bunch of small blood vessels, respiratory tentacles, or other small anatomical structures.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. 
be tufted

 )
 — provide (something) with a tuft or tufts.




2.
 


[Needlework]

 make depressions at regular intervals in (a mattress or cushion) by passing a thread through it.








III.
 
derivatives





tufty






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old French 
tofe

 , of unknown origin. The final 
-t

 is typical of phonetic confusion between 
-f

 and 
-ft

 at the end of words; compare with graft
 1
 .





tufted

 
/ˈtəftəd/






adjective




having or growing in a tuft or tufts




•
 
tufted grass.



















tufted duck

 
/ˈtəftəd dək/






noun




a Eurasian freshwater diving duck with a drooping crest, the male having mainly black and white plumage.

[
Aythya fuligula

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]














Tu Fu

 
/ˌdo͞o ˈfo͞o /

 
Du Fu






(
AD

 712–770), Chinese poet. He is noted for his bitter satiric poems that attacked social injustice and corruption at court.










tug

 
/təɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull (something) hard or suddenly




•
 
she tugged off her boots




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
tugged at

 Tom's coat sleeve.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a hard or sudden pull




•
 
another tug and it came loose




•
 


‹figurative›

 an overwhelming tug of attraction.










2.
 
short for tugboat
 .




3.
 
an aircraft towing a glider.




4.
 
a loop from a horse's saddle that supports a shaft or trace.








III.
 
derivatives





tugger






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the base of tow
 1
 . The noun is first recorded (late Middle English) in 
sense

 3 
of the

 noun.






tugboat






noun




a powerful boat used for towing larger vessels, especially in harbor.













tug of war






noun



1.
 
a contest in which two teams pull at opposite ends of a rope until one drags the other over a central line.




2.
 
a situation in which two evenly matched people or factions are striving to keep or obtain the same thing




•
 
a tug of war between builders and environmentalists.



















tugrik

 
/ˈto͞oɡrēk/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Mongolia, equal to 100 mongos.











– origin

 Mongolian.





tui

 
/ˈto͞oē/





I.
 
noun




a large New Zealand honeyeater with glossy blackish plumage and two white tufts at the throat.

[
Prosthemadura novaeseelandiae

 , family 
Meliphagidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.





tuile

 
/twē/





I.
 
noun




a thin curved cookie, typically made with almonds.











– origin

 French, literally ‘tile.’





Tuileries

 
/ˈtwēlərē(z) /

 
Tuileries Gardens





I.
 
formal gardens next to the Louvre in Paris. The gardens are all that remain of the Tuileries Palace, a royal residence begun in 1564 and burned down in 1871 during the Commune of Paris.







– origin

 French, literally ‘Tile works,’ so named because the palace was built on the site of an ancient tile works.





Tuinal

 
/ˈto͞oəˌnôl/






noun






[Medicine]

 
‹trademark›

 a sedative and hypnotic drug consisting of a combination of the barbiturates amobarbital and secobarbital.













tuition

 
/t(y)o͞oˈiSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sum of money charged for teaching or instruction by a school, college, or university




•
 
I'm not paying next year's tuition.










2.
 
teaching or instruction, especially of individual pupils or small groups




•
 
private tuition in French.














II.
 
derivatives





tuitional

 
/t(y)o͞oˈiSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘custody, care’): via Old French from Latin 
tuitio(n-)

 , from 
tueri

 ‘to watch, guard.’ Current senses date from the late 16th cent.





tuk-tuk

 
/ˈto͝okto͝ok/





I.
 
noun




(in Thailand) a three-wheeled motorized vehicle used as a taxi.











– origin

 imitative.






Tula

 
/ˈto͞olə/





I.
 
an industrial city in western Russia, south of Moscow; pop. 500,000 (est. 2008).




II.
 
the ancient capital city of the Toltecs, usually identified with a site near the town of Tula in Hidalgo State, in central Mexico.









Tulare

 
/to͞oˈle(ə)rē, -le(ə)r/






a commercial city in south central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 56,654 (est. 2008).










tularemia

 
/ˌt(y)o͞oləˈrēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 tularaemia





I.
 
noun




a severe infectious bacterial disease of animals transmissible to humans, characterized by ulcers at the site of infection, fever, and loss of weight.

Compare with rabbit fever
 . [This disease is caused by the bacterium 
Francisella tularensis

 ; Gram-negative rods or cocci.]








II.
 
derivatives





tularemic

 
/ˈrēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: modern Latin, from 
Tulare

 , the county in California where it was first observed.





tule

 
/ˈto͞olē/





I.
 
noun




a large bulrush that is abundant in marshy areas of California.

[Genus 
Scirpus

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 : two species, 
S. acutus

 and 
S. validus

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Spanish from Nahuatl 
tullin

 .





Tule Lake

 
/ˌto͞olē ˈlāk/






a lake in northern California, on the Modoc Plateau, a noted wildfowl refuge and site of fighting during the 1870s Modoc War.










tulip

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oləp/





I.
 
noun




a bulbous spring-flowering plant of the lily family, with boldly colored cup-shaped flowers.

[Genus 
Tulipa

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : numerous complex hybrids.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
tulipe

 , via Turkish from Persian 
dulband

 ‘turban,’ from the shape of the expanded flower.





tulip shell






noun




a predatory marine mollusk with a sculptured spiral shell resembling that of a whelk.

[Family 
Fasciolariidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 , in particular 
Fasciolaria tulipa

 , which is common in the Caribbean.]














tulip tree

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oləp ˌtrē /

 
tuliptree






noun




a deciduous North American tree with large distinctively lobed leaves and large green and orange tuliplike flowers.

Also called yellow poplar
 . [
Liriodendron tulipifera

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 .]













tulipwood

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oləpˌwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
an Australian tree of rain forest and scrub, with heavy black and yellow timber that is used mainly for cabinetmaking.

[
Harpullia pendula

 , family 
Sapindaceae

 .]




2.
 
the pale timber of the tulip tree.













Tull, Jethro

 
/təl/






(1674–1741), English agriculturalist. In 1701, he invented the seed drill, a machine that could sow seeds in accurately spaced rows at a controlled rate, reducing the need for farm laborers.









tulle

 
/to͞ol/





I.
 
noun




a soft, fine silk, cotton, or nylon material like net, used for making veils and dresses.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
Tulle

 , a town in southwestern France, where it was first made.





tullibee

 
/ˈtələˌbē/





I.
 
noun




a lake cisco (fish) of a deep-bodied race living in the Great Lakes of Canada.

[
Coregonus artedii tullibee

 , family 
Salmonidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Canadian French 
toulibi

 , 
outolouby

 , from Ojibwa 
otōlipī

 .





Tulsa

 
/ˈtəlsə/






a port city on the Arkansas River in northeastern Oklahoma; pop. 385,635 (est. 2008).










tulsi

 
/ˈto͝olsē/





I.
 
noun




another term for holy basil
 .











– origin

 from Hindi 
tūlsī

 .





tum

 
/təm/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's stomach or abdomen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of tummy
 .





tumbaga

 
/to͝omˈbäɡə/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of gold and copper commonly used in pre-Columbian South and Central America.











– origin

 1930s: from Spanish, from Malay 
tembaga

 ‘copper, brass.’





tumble

 
/ˈtəmbəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (typically of a person) fall suddenly, clumsily, or headlong




•
 
she pitched forward, tumbling down the remaining stairs.










2.
 
move or rush in a headlong or uncontrolled way




•
 
police and dogs tumbled from the vehicle.










3.
 
(of something abstract) fall rapidly in amount or value




•
 
property prices tumbled.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — rumple; disarrange


(as 
adj.

 
tumbled

 )


•
 
his tumbled bedclothes.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 have sexual intercourse with (someone).




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
tumble to

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 understand the meaning or hidden implication of (a situation)




•
 
she tumbled to our scam.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — perform acrobatic or gymnastic exercises, typically handsprings and somersaults in the air.




8.
 
(of tumbler pigeons) repeatedly turn over backward in flight.




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clean (castings, gemstones, etc.) in a tumbling barrel.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden or headlong fall




•
 
I took a tumble in the nettles.










2.
 
a rapid fall in amount or value




•
 
a tumble in share prices.










3.
 
an untidy or confused arrangement or state




•
 
her hair was a tumble of untamed curls.










4.
 


‹informal›

 an act of sexual intercourse.




5.
 
a handspring, somersault in the air, or other acrobatic feat.




6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a friendly sign of recognition, acknowledgment, or interest




•
 
not a soul gave him a tumble.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb, also in the sense ‘dance with contortions’): from Middle Low German 
tummelen

 ; compare with Old English 
tumbian

 ‘to dance’ The sense was probably influenced by Old French 
tomber

 ‘to fall.’ The noun, first in the sense ‘tangled mass,’ dates from the mid 17th cent.





tumblebug

 
/ˈtəmbəlˌbəɡ/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a dung beetle that rolls balls of dung along the ground.













tumbledown

 
/ˈtəmbəlˌdoun/






adjective




(of a building or structure) falling or fallen into ruin; dilapidated.













tumble-dry

 
/ˈtəmbəlˌdrī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dry (washed clothes) by spinning them in hot air inside a dryer.













tumblehome

 
/ˈtəmbəlˌhōm/






noun




the inward slope of the upper part of the sides of a boat or ship.













tumbler

 
/ˈtəmb(ə)lər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a drinking glass with straight sides and no handle or stem.

[formerly having a rounded bottom so as not to stand upright.]




2.
 
an acrobat or gymnast, especially one who performs somersaults.




3.
 
a pigeon of a breed that repeatedly turns over backward in flight.




4.
 
a pivoted piece in a lock that holds the bolt until lifted by a key.




5.
 
a notched pivoted plate in a gunlock.




6.
 
another term for tumbling barrel
 .








II.
 
derivatives





tumblerful

 
/ˈtəmb(ə)lərˌfo͝ol /






noun





















tumbleweed

 
/ˈtəmbəlˌwēd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 a plant of dry regions that breaks off near the ground in late summer and is tumbled about by the wind, thereby dispersing its seeds.

[Genera 
Salsola

 (family 
Chenopodiaceae

 ) and 
Amaranthus

 (family 
Amaranthaceae

 ).]














tumbling barrel

 
/ˌtəmb(ə)liNG ˈberəl /

 
tumbling box






noun




a revolving device containing an abrasive substance, in which castings, gemstones, or other hard objects can be cleaned and polished by friction.













tumbril

 
/ˈtəmbrəl /

 
tumbrel





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an open cart that tilted backward to empty out its load, in particular one used to convey condemned prisoners to the guillotine during the French Revolution.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a two-wheeled covered cart that carried tools or ammunition for an army.











– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a type of cucking stool): from Old French 
tomberel

 , from 
tomber

 ‘to fall.’





tumefy

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oməˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become swollen.








II.
 
derivatives





tumefaction

 
/ˌt(y)o͞oməˈfakSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
tumefaction

 ): from French 
tuméfier

 , from Latin 
tumefacere

 , from 
tumere

 ‘to swell.’





tumescent

 
/t(y)o͞oˈmes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
swollen or becoming swollen, especially as a response to sexual arousal.




2.
 
(especially of language or literary style) pompous or pretentious; tumid




•
 
his prose is tumescent, full of orotund language.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tumescence

 
/t(y)o͞oˈmesns /






noun













2.
 
tumescently






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tumescent-

 ‘beginning to swell,’ from the verb 
tumescere

 , from 
tumere

 ‘to swell.’





tumid

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oməd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a part of the body) swollen




•
 
a tumid belly.










2.
 
(especially of language or literary style) pompous or bombastic




•
 
tumid oratory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tumidity

 
/t(y)o͞oˈmidədē /






noun













2.
 
tumidly






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
tumidus

 , from 
tumere

 ‘to swell.’





tummler

 
/ˈto͝omlər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a person who makes things happen, in particular a professional entertainer or comedian whose function is to encourage an audience, guests at a resort, etc., to participate in the entertainments or activities.











– origin

 1960s: Yiddish, from German 
tummeln

 ‘to stir.’






tummy

 
/ˈtəmē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person's stomach or abdomen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: child's pronunciation of stomach
 .





tummy tuck

 
/ˈtəmē tək/






noun






‹informal›

 an abdominoplasty.













tumor

 
/ˈt(y)o͞omər /

 


‹Brit.›

 tumour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swelling of a part of the body, generally without inflammation, caused by an abnormal growth of tissue, whether benign or malignant.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a swelling of any kind.








II.
 
derivatives





tumorous

 
/ˈt(y)o͞om(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
tumor

 , from 
tumere

 ‘to swell.’





tumorigenesis

 
/ˌt(y)o͞omərəˈjenəsəs/






noun




the production or formation of a tumor or tumors.













tumorigenic

 
/ˌt(y)o͞omərəˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




capable of forming or tending to form tumors.








II.
 
derivatives





tumorigenicity

 
/-jəˈnisitē /






noun





















tump

 
/təmp/





I.
 
noun

 — [often in 
place names

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly dialect›

 a small rounded hill or mound; a tumulus.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly dialect›

 a clump of trees, shrubs, or grass.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





tumpline

 
/ˈtəmplīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sling for carrying a load on the back, with a strap that passes around the forehead.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a strap used as a part of a tumpline.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: based on Algonquian 
(mat)tump

 + the noun line
 1
 .






tumult

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oˌməlt/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a loud, confused noise, especially one caused by a large mass of people




•
 
a tumult of shouting and screaming broke out.










2.
 
confusion or disorder




•
 
the whole neighborhood was in a state of fear and tumult




•
 


‹figurative›

 his personal tumult ended when he began writing songs.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tumulte

 or Latin 
tumultus

 .





tumultuous

 
/t(y)o͞oˈməlCHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
making a loud, confused noise; uproarious




•
 
tumultuous applause.










2.
 
excited, confused, or disorderly




•
 
a tumultuous crowd




•
 


‹figurative›

 a tumultuous personal life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tumultuously

 
/təˈməlCHo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
tumultuousness

 
/təˈməlCHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
tumultuous

 or Latin 
tumultuosus

 , from 
tumultus

 (see tumult
 ).





tumulus

 
/ˈt(y)o͞omyəˌləs/





I.
 
noun




an ancient burial mound; a barrow.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin; related to 
tumere

 ‘swell.’






tun

 
/tən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large beer or wine cask.




2.
 
a brewer's fermenting vat.




3.
 
an imperial measure of capacity, equal to 4 hogsheads.




4.
 
(also 
tun shell

 )
 — a large marine mollusk that has a rounded barrellike shell with broad spirals.

[Family 
Tonnidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 store (wine or other alcoholic drinks) in a tun.











– origin

 Old English 
tunne

 , from medieval Latin 
tunna

 , probably of Gaulish origin.





tuna1


 
/ˈt(y)o͞onə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large and active predatory schooling fish of the mackerel family. Found in warm seas, it is extensively fished commercially and is popular as a game fish.

[
Thunnus

 and other genera, family 
Scombridae

 : several species, including the albacore, bigeye, bluefin, skipjack, and yellowfin.]




2.
 
(also 
tuna fish

 )
 — the flesh of the tuna as food, usually canned.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from American Spanish, from Spanish 
atún

 .





tuna2


 
/ˈt(y)o͞onə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the edible fruit of a prickly pear cactus.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a cactus that produces tuna, widely cultivated in Mexico.

[Genus 
Opuntia

 , family 
Cactaceae

 : many species, in particular 
O. tuna

 of Central America and the Caribbean.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Spanish from Taino.





tundra

 
/ˈtəndrə/





I.
 
noun




a vast, flat, treeless Arctic region of Europe, Asia, and North America in which the subsoil is permanently frozen.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Lappish.





tundra swan






noun




an Arctic-breeding migratory swan with a yellow and black bill often known by the names of its constituent races, e.g., whistling swan.

[
Cygnus columbianus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]














tune

 
/t(y)o͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a melody, especially one that characterizes a certain piece of music




•
 
she left the theater humming a cheerful tune.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a piece of popular music




•
 
DJ Samantha provided the tunes




•
 
their 1995 hit has been resurrected into a modern-day classic dance tune.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adjust (a musical instrument) to the correct or uniform pitch




•
 
he tuned the harp for me.










2.
 
adjust (a receiver circuit such as a radio or television) to the frequency of the required signal




•
 
the radio was 
tuned to

 the CBC




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they 
tuned in

 to watch the game.










3.
 
(often 
tune up

 )
 — adjust (an engine) or balance (mechanical parts) so that a vehicle runs smoothly and efficiently




•
 
the suspension was tuned for a softer ride




•
 


‹figurative›

 state officials have been tuning up an emergency plan.










4.
 
adjust or adapt (something) to a particular purpose or situation




•
 
the animals are finely 
tuned to

 life in the desert.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
call the tune






see call
 .









2.
 
change one's tune






see change
 .









3.
 
in (or out of) tune





a.
 
with correct (or incorrect) pitch or intonation.




b.
 
(of an engine or other machine) properly (or poorly) adjusted.




c.
 
in (or not in) agreement or harmony




•
 
he was 
out of tune with

 conventional belief.















4.
 
to the tune of








‹informal›

 amounting to or involving (a specified considerable sum)




•
 
he was in debt to the tune of forty thousand dollars.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
be tuned in








‹informal›

 be aware of, sensitive to, or able to understand something




•
 
it's important to 
be tuned in to

 your child's needs.















2.
 
tune into






become sensitive to




•
 
you must tune into the needs of loved ones.















3.
 
tune out








‹informal›

 stop listening or paying attention.









4.
 
tune someone/something out






not listen or pay attention to someone or something.









5.
 
tune something out






exclude a sound or transmission of a particular frequency.









6.
 
tune up






(of a musician) adjust one's instrument to the correct or uniform pitch




•
 
we could hear the band tuning up.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tunable

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onəb(ə)l /

 
tuneable






adjective













2.
 
tuning

 
/to͞oniNG /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: unexplained alteration of tone
 . The verb is first recorded (late 15th cent.) in the sense ‘celebrate in music, sing.’





tuneful

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onfəl/





I.
 
adjective




having a pleasing tune; melodious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tunefully

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
tunefulness

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onfəlnəs /






noun





















tuneless

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onləs/





I.
 
adjective




not pleasing to listen to; not melodious.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tunelessly

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onləslē /






adverb













2.
 
tunelessness

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onləsnəs /






noun





















tuner

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onər/






noun



1.
 
a person who tunes musical instruments, especially pianos.




2.
 
an electronic device for tuning a guitar or other instrument.




3.
 
an electronic device for varying the frequency to which a radio or television is tuned.




4.
 
a separate unit for detecting and preamplifying a program signal and supplying it to an audio amplifier.













tunesmith

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onˌsmiTH/






noun






‹informal›

 a composer of popular music.













tune-up

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onˌəp /

 
tuneup






noun



1.
 
an act of tuning something up




•
 
take your car in for a tune-up if it's an older model.










2.
 


(chiefly US)

 a sporting event that serves as a practice for a subsequent event




•
 
a tune-up for the college's fall league.



















tung oil





I.
 
noun




an oil used as a drying agent in inks, paints, and varnishes.

[This oil is obtained from the seeds of trees of the genus 
Aleurites

 , family 
Euphorbiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
tung

 , from Chinese.





tungstate

 
/ˈtəNGstāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains both tungsten and oxygen, especially one of the anion WO4
 2
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from tungsten
 + -ate
 1
 .






tungsten

 
/ˈtəNGstən/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
W

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 74, a hard steel-gray metal of the transition series. It has a very high melting point (3410°C) and is used to make electric light filaments.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Swedish, from 
tung

 ‘heavy’ + 
sten

 ‘stone.’





tungsten carbide






noun




a very hard gray compound made by reaction of tungsten and carbon at high temperatures, used in making engineering dies, cutting and drilling tools, etc.

[Chem. formula: WC; some forms also contain W2
 C.]













tungstite

 
/ˈtəNGstīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellow mineral consisting of hydrated tungsten oxide, typically occurring as a powdery coating on tungsten ores.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from tungsten
 + -ite
 1
 .






Tungus

 
/ˈto͝oNGˈɡo͝oz, tən-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the northern Evenki people of Siberia.




2.
 
older term for Evenki
 (the language).











– origin

 Russian, from a Turkic language.





Tungusic

 
/təNGˈɡo͝osik/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a small family of Altaic languages of Siberia and northern China.








II.
 
noun




the Tungusic family of languages collectively.













Tunguska

 
/to͝oNGˈɡo͞oskə, təNG-/






two rivers in Siberia in Russia, the 
Lower Tunguska

 and the 
Stony Tunguska

 , that flow west through the forested, sparsely populated Tunguska Basin into the Yenisei River.









tunic

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose garment, typically sleeveless and reaching to the wearer's knees, as worn in ancient Greece and Rome.




2.
 
a loose, thigh-length garment, worn typically by women over a skirt or trousers.




3.
 
a close-fitting short coat as part of a uniform, especially a police or military uniform.




4.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 an integument or membrane enclosing or lining an organ or part.




5.
 


[Botany]

 any of the concentric layers of a plant bulb, e.g., an onion.




6.
 


[Zoology]

 the rubbery outer coat of a sea squirt.











– origin

 Old English, from Old French 
tunique

 or Latin 
tunica

 .






tunica

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a membranous sheath enveloping or lining an organ.




2.
 


[Botany]

 the outer layer or layers of cells in an apical meristem, which contribute to surface growth.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tunic.’





tunicate

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onəˌkāt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a marine invertebrate of a group that includes the sea squirts and salps. They have a rubbery or hard outer coat and two siphons to draw water into and out of the body.

[Subphylum 
Urochordata

 : three classes.]








II.
 
adjective

 — (usu. 
tunicated

 )


1.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant bulb, e.g., an onion) having concentric layers.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
tunicatus

 , past participle of 
tunicare

 ‘clothe with a tunic,’ from 
tunica

 (see tunica
 ).





tunicle

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a short liturgical vestment that is traditionally worn over the alb by a subdeacon at celebrations of the Mass.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tunicle

 or Latin 
tunicula

 , diminutive of 
tunica

 (see tunica
 ).





tuning fork

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oniNG ˌfôrk/






noun




a two-pronged steel device used by musicians, which vibrates when struck to give a note of specific pitch.













tuning pin

 
/ˈt(y)o͞oniNG ˌpin/






noun




a pin to which the strings of a piano or harpsichord are attached.













Tunis

 
/ˈt(y)o͞onəs/






the capital of Tunisia, a port on the Mediterranean coast of North Africa; pop. 745,000 (est. 2007).









Tunisia

 
/t(y)o͞oˈnēZHə/






I.

1.
 
a country in North Africa, on the Mediterranean Sea and extending south into the Sahara Desert; pop. 10,486,300 (est. 2009); capital, Tunis; language, Arabic (official).





Phoenician coastal settlements developed into the commercial empire of Carthage (near modern Tunis). The area was conquered by the Arabs in the 7th century and became part of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century; a French protectorate was established in 1886. The rise of nationalism led to independence and the establishment of a republic in 1956–57, with Habib ibn Ali Bourguiba becoming the country's first president. In 2010–11 a series of popular demonstrations led to president 
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali

 , who had succeeded Bourguiba in 1987, leaving office.




II.
 
derivatives





Tunisian

 
/to͞oˈnēZH(ē)ən /






adjective, noun





















tunnel

 
/ˈtənl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an artificial underground passage, especially one built through a hill or under a building, road, or river.




2.
 
an underground passage dug by a burrowing animal.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a passage in a sports stadium by which players enter or leave the field.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — dig or force a passage underground or through something




•
 
he 
tunneled under

 the fence




•
 (
tunnel one's way

 )
 
the insect tunnels its way out of the plant.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Physics]

 (of a particle) pass through a potential barrier.








III.
 
phrases





light at the end of the tunnel






see light
 1
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





tunneler






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the senses ‘tunnel net’ and ‘flue of a chimney’): from Old French 
tonel

 , diminutive of 
tonne

 ‘cask.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 verb of the noun dates from the mid 18th cent.






tunnel diode






noun






[Electronics]

 a two-terminal semiconductor diode using tunneling electrons to perform high-speed switching operations.













tunnel kiln






noun




an industrial kiln in which ceramic items being fired are carried on trucks along a continuously heated passage.













tunnel of love






noun




a fairground amusement for couples involving a train or boat ride through a darkened tunnel.













tunnel vision

 
/ˈtənl ˌviZHn/






noun



1.
 
defective sight in which objects cannot be properly seen if not close to the center of the field of view.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the tendency to focus exclusively on a single or limited goal or point of view.













Tunney, Gene

 
/ˈtənē/






(1898–1978), US boxer; born 
James Joseph Tunney

 . He became world heavyweight champion in 1926 by defeating Jack Dempsey. After defending his title several times, he retired as the undefeated world heavyweight champion in 1928.









tunny

 
/ˈtənē /

 
tunny fish





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a tuna, especially the bluefin.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 tuna as food.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
thon

 , via Latin from Greek 
thunnos

 .





Tuolumne River

 
/to͞oˌäləmē ˈrivər/






a river that flows from Yosemite National Park in California to the San Joaquin River. It is impounded in the Hetch Hetchy and Don Pedro reservoirs.









tup

 
/təp/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a ram.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(often as 
noun

 
tupping

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a ram) copulate with (a ewe).




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse with (a woman).











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





Tupamaro

 
/ˌto͞opəˈmärō/





I.
 
noun




a member of a Marxist urban guerrilla organization in Uruguay that was active mainly in the late 1960s and early 1970s.











– origin

 1960s: from 
Tupac Amarú

 , the name of an 18th-cent. Inca leader.





tupelo

 
/ˈt(y)o͞opəˌlō/





I.
 
noun




a North American or Asian tree of damp and swampy habitats that yields useful timber.

[Genus 
Nyssa

 , family 
Nyssaceae

 : several species, including the 
water tupelo

 (
N. aquatica

 ), which grows in the coastal-plain swamps of the southeastern US.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Creek, from 
ito

 ‘tree’ + 
opilwa

 ‘swamp.’





Tupelo

 
/ˈt(y)o͞opəˌlō/






a city in northeastern Mississippi; pop. 36,233 (est. 2008). The site of some Civil War battles, it is also the birthplace of Elvis Presley.









Tupi

 
/ˈto͞opē, to͞oˈpē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of American Indian peoples living in scattered areas throughout the Amazon basin.




2.
 
any of the languages of the Tupi, a branch of the Tupi-Guarani language family.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tupi or their languages.








III.
 
derivatives





Tupian

 
/-pēən /






adjective



















– origin

 a local name.





Tupi-Guarani

 
/to͞oˌpēˌɡwärəˈnē/





I.
 
noun




a South American Indian language family whose principal members are Guarani and the Tupian languages.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tupi-Guarani languages.













Tupper, Sir Charles

 
/ˈtəpər/






(1821–1915), Canadian Conservative statesman, noted for bringing Nova Scotia into Canada. His ten-week term as prime minister in 1896 was the shortest in Canada's history.









Tupperware

 
/ˈtəpərˌwer/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a range of plastic containers used chiefly for storing food.











– origin

 1950s: from 
Tupper

 , the name of the American manufacturer, + ware
 1
 .





tuque

 
/tyo͞ok/





I.
 
noun






(Canadian)

 a close-fitting knitted stocking cap.











– origin

 Canadian French form of toque
 .





tur

 
/to͝or/





I.
 
noun




a wild goat native to the Caucasian mountains.

[Genus 
Capra

 , family 
Bovidae

 : two species.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Russian.





Turanian

 
/t(y)o͝oˈrānēən/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 of, relating to, or denoting the languages of central Asia, particularly those of the Uralic and Altaic families, or the peoples that speak them.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Persian 
Tūrān

 , the region beyond the Oxus, + -ian
 .





turban

 
/ˈtərbən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man's headdress, consisting of a long length of cotton or silk wound around a cap or the head, worn especially by Muslims and Sikhs.




2.
 
a woman's hat designed to resemble a turban.




3.
 
(also 
turban shell

 )
 — a marine mollusk with a sculptured spiral shell and a distinctive operculum which is smooth on the inside and sculptured and typically patterned on the outside.

[Family 
Turbinidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Turbo

 and other genera.]








II.
 
derivatives





turbaned

 
/ˈtərb(ə)nd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via French from Turkish 
tülbent

 , from Persian 
dulband

 . Compare with tulip
 .





turban squash






noun




a winter squash with a green and orange rind, shaped somewhat like a turban.













Turbellaria

 
/ˌtərbəˈlerēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a class of typically free-living flatworms that have a ciliated surface and a simple branched gut with a single opening.




II.
 
derivatives





turbellarian

 
/ˌtərbəˈle(ə)rēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Latin 
turbella

 ‘bustle, stir,’ diminutive of 
turba

 ‘crowd.’






turbid

 
/ˈtərbəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a liquid) cloudy, opaque, or thick with suspended matter




•
 
the turbid estuary.










2.
 
confused or obscure in meaning or effect




•
 
a turbid piece of cinéma vérité.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
turbidity

 
/tərˈbidədē /






noun













2.
 
turbidly






adverb













3.
 
turbidness

 
/ˈtərbədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the figurative sense): from Latin 
turbidus

 , from 
turba

 ‘a crowd, a disturbance.’ / 
usage:

 Is it 
turbid

 or 
turgid

 ? 
Turbid

 is used of a liquid or color to mean ‘muddy, not clear’: 
turbid

 water. 
Turgid

 means ‘swollen, inflated, enlarged’: 
turgid

 veins. Both 
turbid

 and 
turgid

 can also be used to describe language or literary style: as such, 
turbid

 means ‘confused, muddled’ (the 
turbid

 utterances of Carlyle), and 
turgid

 means ‘pompous, bombastic’ (a 
turgid

 and pretentious essay).





turbidimeter

 
/ˌtərbəˈdimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the turbidity of a liquid suspension, usually as a means of determining the surface area of the suspended particles.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
turbidimetric

 
/-dəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
turbidimetry

 
/-trē /






noun





















turbidite

 
/ˈtərbəˌdīt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sediment or rock deposited by a turbidity current.








II.
 
derivatives





turbiditic

 
/ˌtərbiˈditik /






adjective



















– origin

 1950s: from 
turbid

 (see turbid
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





turbidity current

 
/tərˈbidədē ˌkərənt/






noun




an underwater current flowing swiftly downslope owing to the weight of sediment it carries.














turbinado sugar

 
/ˌtərbiˌnädō ˈSHo͝oɡər/





I.
 
noun




partially refined light brown cane sugar similar to demerara but with larger crystals.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Portuguese 
turbinado

 (named for the turbines in which the sugar is centrifugally spun during production).






turbinal

 
/ˈtərbənl/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
turbinals

 )


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 each of three thin curved shelves of bone in the sides of the nasal cavity in humans and other warm-blooded vertebrates, covered in mucous membrane.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as an adjective in the sense ‘top-shaped’): from Latin 
turbo

 , 
turbin-

 ‘spinning top’ + -al
 .





turbinate

 
/ˈtərbənət ˈtərbəˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 (especially of a shell) shaped like a spinning top or inverted cone.




2.
 


[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 relating to or denoting the turbinals.








II.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 another term for turbinal
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
turbinatus

 , from 
turbo

 , 
turbin-

 (see turbine
 ).






turbine

 
/ˈtərˌbīn ˈtərˌbin/





I.
 
noun




a machine for producing continuous power in which a wheel or rotor, typically fitted with vanes, is made to revolve by a fast-moving flow of water, steam, gas, air, or other fluid.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 
turbo

 , 
turbin-

 ‘spinning top, whirl.’





turbit

 
/ˈtərbət/





I.
 
noun




a stoutly built pigeon of a domestic breed with a neck frill and short beak.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: apparently from Latin 
turbo

 ‘spinning top,’ from its shape.





turbo

 
/ˈtərbō/






noun



1.
 
short for turbocharger
 .




2.
 
a motor vehicle equipped with a turbocharger.













turbo-





I.
 
combining form




having or driven by a turbine




•
 
turboshaft.

















– origin

 from turbine
 .





turboboost

 
/ˈtərbōˌbo͞ost/






noun




the increase in speed or power produced by turbocharging a car's engine or, specifically, when the turbocharger becomes activated.













turbocharge

 
/ˈtərbōˌCHärj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
turbocharged

 )


1.
 
equip (an engine or vehicle) with a turbocharger.




2.
 
add speed or energy to (something)




•
 
his turbocharged style of choreography.




















turbocharger

 
/ˈtərbōˌCHärjər/






noun




a supercharger driven by a turbine powered by the engine's exhaust gases.













turbo diesel






noun



1.
 
a turbocharged diesel engine.




2.
 
a vehicle equipped with a turbo diesel engine.














turbofan

 
/ˈtərbōˌfan/






noun



1.
 
a jet engine in which a turbine-driven fan provides additional thrust.




2.
 
an aircraft powered by a turbofan.













turbogenerator

 
/ˌtərbōˈjenəˌrādər/






noun




a large electricity generator driven by a steam turbine.













turbojet

 
/ˈtərbōˌjet/






noun



1.
 
a jet engine in which the jet gases also operate a turbine-driven compressor for compressing the air drawn into the engine.




2.
 
an aircraft powered by a turbojet.













turboprop

 
/ˈtərbōˌpräp/






noun



1.
 
a jet engine in which a turbine is used to drive a propeller.




2.
 
an aircraft powered by a turboprop.













turboshaft

 
/ˈtərbōˌSHaft/






noun




a gas turbine engine in which the turbine drives a shaft other than a propeller shaft.













turbosupercharger

 
/ˌtərbōˈso͞opərˌCHärjər/






noun




another term for turbocharger
 .













turbot

 
/ˈtərbət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a European flatfish of inshore waters that has large bony tubercles on the body and is prized as food.

[
Scophthalmus maximus

 , family 
Scophthalmidae

 (or 
Bothidae

 ).]




2.
 
used in names of flatfishes similar to the turbot, e.g., 
black turbot

 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, of Scandinavian origin.





turbulence

 
/ˈtərbyələns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
violent or unsteady movement of air or water, or of some other fluid




•
 
the plane shuddered as it entered some turbulence.










2.
 
conflict; confusion




•
 
a time of political turbulence.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
turbulentia

 , from 
turbulentus

 ‘full of commotion’ (see turbulent
 ).






turbulent

 
/ˈtərbyələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by conflict, disorder, or confusion; not controlled or calm




•
 
the country's turbulent 20-year history




•
 
her turbulent emotions.










2.
 
(of air or water) moving unsteadily or violently




•
 
the turbulent sea.










3.
 


‹technical›

 of, relating to, or denoting flow of a fluid in which the velocity at any point fluctuates irregularly and there is continual mixing rather than a steady or laminar flow pattern.








II.
 
derivatives





turbulently

 
/ˈtərbyələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
turbulentus

 ‘full of commotion,’ from 
turba

 ‘crowd.’





Turco

 
/ˈtərkō/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an Algerian soldier in the French army.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian, literally ‘Turk.’





Turco-

 
Turko-






combining form



1.
 
Turkish; Turkish and …




•
 
Turco-Tartar.










2.
 
relating to Turkey.













turd

 
/tərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a lump of excrement.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a person regarded as obnoxious or contemptible.











– origin

 Old English 
tord

 , of Germanic origin.





turducken

 
/tərˈdəkən/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 a roast dish consisting of a boned chicken inside a boned duck, which is then placed inside a partially boned turkey.











– origin

 1980s: blend of turkey
 and duck
 1
 and chicken
 .






tureen

 
/tyo͝oˈrēn təˈrēn/





I.
 
noun




a deep covered dish from which soup is served.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration of earlier 
terrine

 , from French 
terrine

 (see terrine
 ), feminine of Old French 
terrin

 ‘earthen,’ based on Latin 
terra

 ‘earth.’






turf

 
/tərf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
grass and the surface layer of earth held together by its roots




•
 
they walked across the springy turf.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 a piece of grass and the surface layer of earth underneath it, cut from the ground.




3.
 
peat used for fuel.




4.
 
(
the turf

 )
 — horse racing or racecourses generally




•
 
he spent his money gambling on the turf.










5.
 


‹informal›

 an area regarded as someone's personal territory; one's home ground




•
 
the team will play Canada on their home turf this summer.










6.
 
a person's sphere of influence or activity




•
 
we're in similar businesses but we cover different turf.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 force (someone) to leave somewhere




•
 
they were 
turfed off

 the bus.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
turfed

 )
 — cover (a patch of ground) with turf




•
 
a turfed lawn.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
turf

 and German 
Torf

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
darbha

 ‘tuft of grass.’





turfman

 
/ˈtərfmən/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a devotee of horse racing, especially one who owns or trains horses.













turf war

 
/tərf wô(ə)r /

 
turf battle





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an acrimonious dispute between rival groups over territory or a particular sphere of influence.











– origin

 1970s: from the notion of a 
war

 over 
turf

 in the informal sense ‘area regarded as personal territory’ (originally the area controlled by, for example, a street gang or criminal).





turfy

 
/ˈtərfē/






adjective



1.
 
covered with or consisting of turf; grassy




•
 
a turfy plain.










2.
 
of or like peat; peaty




•
 
I inhaled the turfy air.



















Turgenev, Ivan

 
/to͝orˈɡānyəf/






(1818–83), Russian novelist, playwright, and short-story writer; full name 
Ivan Sergeevich Turgenev

 . His novels, such as 
Fathers and Sons

 (1862), examine individual lives to illuminate the social, political, and philosophical issues of the day.









turgescent

 
/tərˈjes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹chiefly technical›

 becoming or seeming swollen or distended.








II.
 
derivatives





turgescence

 
/ˌtərˈjes(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
turgescent-

 ‘beginning to swell,’ from the verb 
turgescere

 , from 
turgere

 ‘to swell.’





turgid

 
/ˈtərjəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
swollen and distended or congested




•
 
a turgid and fast-moving river.










2.
 
(of language or style) tediously pompous or bombastic




•
 
some turgid verses on the death of Prince Albert.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
turgidity

 
/tərˈjidədē /






noun













2.
 
turgidly

 
/ˈtərjədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
turgidus

 , from 
turgere

 ‘to swell.’ / 
usage:

 On the differences in use between 
turgid

 and 
turbid

 , see usage at turbid
 .





turgor

 
/ˈtərɡər/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Botany]

 the state of turgidity and resulting rigidity of cells (or tissues), typically due to the absorption of fluid.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin, from 
turgere

 ‘to swell.’






Turin

 
/ˈtyo͝orən/






a city in northwestern Italy on the Po River, capital of Piedmont region; pop. 908,825 (2008). It was the capital of the kingdom of Sardinia from 1720 and became the first capital of a unified Italy (1861–64).

Italian name Torino
 .









Turin, Shroud of






a relic, preserved at Turin since 1578, venerated as the winding sheet in which Christ's body was wrapped for burial. It bears the apparent imprint of the front and back of a human body as well as markings that correspond to the traditional stigmata. Scientific tests carried out in 1988 dated the shroud to the 13th–14th centuries.









Turing, Alan Mathison

 
/ˈt(y)o͝oriNG/






(1912–54), English mathematician. He developed the concept of a theoretical computing machine and carried out important code-breaking work during World War II. He also investigated artificial intelligence.









Turing machine






noun




a mathematical model of a hypothetical computing machine that can use a predefined set of rules to determine a result from a set of input variables.













Turing test






noun




a test for intelligence in a computer, requiring that a human being should be unable to distinguish the machine from another human being by using the replies to questions put to both.













turion

 
/ˈt(y)o͝orēˌän ˈt(y)o͝orēən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in some aquatic plants) a wintering bud that becomes detached and remains dormant at the bottom of the water.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin 
turio(n-)

 ‘a shoot.’





turista

 
/to͝oˈristə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 diarrhea as suffered by travelers when visiting certain foreign countries.











– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘tourist.’






Turk

 
/tərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Turkey, or a person of Turkish descent.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a member of any of the ancient central Asian peoples who spoke Turkic languages, including the Seljuks and Ottomans.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a member of the ruling Muslim population of the Ottoman Empire.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Turkish 
türk

 .





Turkana

 
/tərˈkänə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an East African people living between Lake Turkana and the Nile.




2.
 
the Nilotic language of the Turkana, spoken by about 250,000 people.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Turkana or their language.











– origin

 a local name.






Turkana, Lake

 
/tərˈkanə, -ˈkänə/






a salt lake in northwestern Kenya, with no outlet. It was visited in 1888 by Hungarian explorer 
Count Teleki

 (1845–1916), who named it Lake Rudolf after the crown prince of Austria. It was given its present name in 1979.









Turkestan

 
/ˈtərkəˌstan, -ˌstän /

 
Turkistan






a region in central Asia between the Caspian Sea and the Gobi Desert, inhabited mainly by Turkic peoples. It is divided by the Pamir and Tien Shan mountains into eastern Turkestan, now the Xinjiang autonomous region of China, and western Turkestan, which consists of present-day Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan.










turkey

 
/ˈtərkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large mainly domesticated game bird native to North America, having a bald head and (in the male) red wattles. It is prized as food, especially on festive occasions such as Thanksgiving and Christmas.

[
Meleagris gallopavo

 , family 
Meleagridae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ).]




2.
 
the flesh of the turkey as food.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 something that is extremely or completely unsuccessful, especially a play or movie.




4.
 
a stupid or inept person.








II.
 
phrases





talk turkey








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 discuss something frankly and straightforwardly.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: short for turkey cock
 or 
turkey hen

 , originally applied to the guinea fowl (which was imported through Turkey), and then erroneously to the American bird.





Turkey

 
/ˈtərkē/





I.
 
a country located on the Anatolian peninsula in western Asia, with a small enclave in southeastern Europe west of Istanbul; pop. 76,805,500 (est. 2009); capital, Ankara; language, Turkish (official).





Turkey was the center of the Ottoman Empire, established in the late Middle Ages and largely maintained until its collapse at the end of World War I, in which Turkey supported the Central Powers. The nationalist leader Kemal Atatürk established the modern republic of Turkey in the 1920s. Turkey was neutral in World War II but is a member of NATO.





turkey buzzard

 
/ˈtərkē ˈbəzərd/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for turkey vulture
 .













turkey call






noun




an instrument used by hunters to decoy the wild turkey by imitating its characteristic gobbling sound.














turkey cock

 
/ˈtərkē käk/






noun



1.
 
a male turkey.




2.
 
a pompous or self-important person.













Turkey Day






noun






‹informal›

 (in the US) Thanksgiving Day.













turkey oak






noun




a small oak of the coastal plains of the southeastern US, with leathery three-lobed leaves shaped like the outline of a turkey track.

[
Quercus laevis

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]













Turkey red






noun



1.
 
a scarlet textile dye obtained from madder or alizarin.




2.
 
the color of Turkey red textile dye.




3.
 
cotton cloth dyed with Turkey red, popular in the 19th century.













turkey shoot






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a situation, typically in a war, in which one side has an overwhelming advantage.













turkey trot

 
/ˈtərkē trät/






noun




a kind of ballroom dance to ragtime music that was popular in the early 20th century.














turkey vulture

 
/ˈtərkē ˈvəlCHər/






noun




a common American vulture with black plumage and a bare red head.

[
Cathartes aura

 , family 
Cathartidae

 .]













Turkic

 
/ˈtərkik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a large group of closely related Altaic languages of western and central Asia, including Turkish, Azerbaijani, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Uighur, Uzbek, and Tatar.








II.
 
noun




the Turkic languages collectively.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Turk
 + -ic
 .





Turkish

 
/ˈtərkiSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Turkey or to the Turks or their language.




2.
 


‹historical›

 relating to or associated with the Ottoman Empire.








II.
 
noun




the Turkic language that is the official language of Turkey.













Turkish bath

 
/ˌtərkiSH ˈbaTH/






noun



1.
 
a cleansing or relaxing treatment that involves a period of time spent sitting in a room filled with very hot air or steam, generally followed by washing and massage.




2.
 
a building or room where a Turkish bath is available.













Turkish carpet

 
Turkish rug






noun




a rug woven in Turkey in a traditional fashion, typically with a bold colored design and thick wool pile, or made elsewhere in this style.













Turkish coffee






noun




very strong black coffee served with the fine grounds in it.













Turkish delight






noun




a gelatinous sweet confection traditionally made of syrup and cornflour, dusted with icing sugar.













Turkish slipper






noun




a soft heelless slipper with a turned-up toe.













Turkish towel

 
/ˈtərkiSH ˈtou(ə)l/






noun




a towel made of cotton terry toweling.













Turkish Van

 
Turkish Van cat





I.
 
noun




a cat of a long-haired breed, with a white body, auburn markings on the head and tail, and light orange eyes.











– origin

 1960s: named after the town of 
Van

 , Turkey.






Turkmen

 
/ˈtərkmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a group of Turkic peoples inhabiting the region east of the Caspian Sea and south of the Aral Sea, now comprising Turkmenistan and parts of Iran and Afghanistan.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Turkmen.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Turkmens, their language, or the region they inhabit.











– origin

 from Persian 
turkmān

 , from Turkish 
tūrkmen

 ; also influenced by Russian 
turkmen

 .





Turkmenistan

 
/tərkˈmenəˌstan tərkˈmenəˌstän/





I.
 
a republic in central Asia that lies between the Caspian Sea and Afghanistan; pop. 4,884,900 (est. 2009); capital, Ashgabat; languages, Turkoman (official) and Russian. Also called 
Turkmenia

 .





Turkmenistan is dominated by the Karakum Desert, which occupies about 90 percent of the country. Previously part of Turkestan, from 1924 it formed a separate constituent republic of the former Soviet Union; Turkmenistan became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991.





Turkoman

 
/ˈtərkəmən /

 
Turcoman





I.
 
noun




another term for Turkmen
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
Turcomannus

 , French 
turcoman

 , from Persian 
turkmān

 (see Turkmen
 ).





Turks and Caicos Islands

 
/ˈtərks and ˈkākəs, ˈkākōs/






a British overseas territory in the Caribbean Sea that is composed of two island groups between Haiti and the Bahamas; pop. 22,900 (est. 2009); capital, Cockburn Town (on the island of Grand Turk).









Turk's-cap lily






noun




a lily with orange flowers that resemble turbans due to the almost completely reflexed petals.

[
Lilium superbum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]













Turk's head






noun




an ornamental knot resembling a turban in shape, made in the end of a rope to form a stopper.













Turk's-head cactus






noun




a barrel-shaped Jamaican cactus that bears red flowers from a terminal part that resembles a fez. Also called 
Turk's-cap cactus

 .

[
Melocactus communis

 , family 
Cactaceae

 .]














Turku

 
/ˈto͝orko͞o/






an industrial port in southwestern Finland; pop. 175,279 (2009). It was the capital of Finland until 1812.

Swedish name Åbo
 .









Turlock

 
/ˈtərläk/






a commercial city in north central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 68,404 (est. 2008).









turlough

 
/ˈtərˌlôKH/





I.
 
noun




(in Ireland) a low-lying area on limestone that becomes flooded in wet weather through the welling up of groundwater.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Irish 
turloch

 , from 
tur

 ‘dry’ + 
loch

 ‘lake.’





turmeric

 
/ˈtərmərik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bright yellow aromatic powder obtained from the rhizome of a plant of the ginger family, used for flavoring and coloring in Asian cooking and formerly as a fabric dye.




2.
 
the Asian plant from which turmeric is obtained.

[
Curcuma longa

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English (earlier as 
tarmaret

 ): perhaps from French 
terre mérite

 and modern Latin 
terra merita

 , literally ‘deserving earth,’ perhaps an alteration of an Asian word.





turmoil

 
/ˈtərˌmoil/





I.
 
noun




a state of great disturbance, confusion, or uncertainty




•
 
the country was 
in turmoil






•
 
he endured years of inner turmoil.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






turn

 
/tərn/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move in a circular direction wholly or partly around an axis or point


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the big wheel was turning




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I turned the key in the door and crept in.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (something) so that it is in a different position in relation to its surroundings or its previous position




•
 
we waited in suspense for him to turn the cards over.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a page) over so that it is flat against the previous or next page




•
 
she turned a page noisily




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
turn to page five for the answer.










4.
 
change or cause to change direction


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
we turned around and headed back to the house.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — aim, point, or direct (something)




•
 
she turned her head toward me




•
 
the government has now turned its attention to primary schools.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change the position of one's body so that one is facing in a different direction




•
 
Charlie turned and looked at his friend.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the tide) change from flood to ebb or vice versa.




8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass around (the flank or defensive lines of an army) so as to attack it from the side or rear.




9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perform (a somersault or cartwheel).




10.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — twist or sprain (an ankle).




11.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fold or unfold (fabric or a piece of a garment) in the specified way




•
 
he turned up the collar of his coat.










12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remake (a garment or a sheet), putting the worn outer side on the inside.




13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
turned

 )
 — 

[Printing]

 set or print (a type or letter) upside down.




14.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 bend back (the edge of a blade) so as to make it blunt.




15.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — change in nature, state, form, or color; become




•
 
Emmeline turned pale.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
adverbial

 ]
 — cause to change; cause to become




•
 
potatoes are covered with sacking to keep the light from turning them green.










17.
 
(of leaves) change color in the autumn.




18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass the age or time of




•
 
I've just turned forty.










19.
 
(with reference to milk) make or become sour


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the thunder had turned the milk.










20.
 
(with reference to the stomach) make or become nauseated


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the smell was bad enough to turn the strongest stomach.










21.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
adverbial

 ]
 — send or put into a specified place or condition




•
 
the dogs were turned loose on the crowd.










22.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
turn to

 )
 — start doing or becoming involved with




•
 
in 1939 he turned to films in earnest.










23.
 
go on to consider next




•
 
we can now turn to another aspect of the problem.










24.
 
go to for help, advice, or information




•
 
who can she turn to?










25.
 
have recourse to (something, especially something dangerous or unhealthy)




•
 
he turned to drink and drugs for solace.










26.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shape (something) on a lathe




•
 
the faceplate is turned rather than cast.










27.
 
give a graceful or elegant form to


(as 
adj.

 with 
submodifier

 
turned

 )


•
 
a production full of so many finely turned words.










28.
 
make (a profit).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of moving something in a circular direction around an axis or point




•
 
a safety lock requiring four turns of the key.










2.
 
a change of direction when moving




•
 
they made a left turn and picked up speed.










3.
 
a development or change in circumstances or a course of events




•
 
life has 
taken a turn for the better

 .










4.
 
a time when one specified period of time ends and another begins




•
 
the turn of the century.










5.
 
a bend or curve in a road, path, river, etc.




•
 
the twists and turns in the passageways.










6.
 
a place where a road meets or branches off another.




7.
 
(
the turn

 )
 — the beginning of the second nine holes of a round of golf




•
 
he made the turn in one under par.










8.
 
a change of the tide from ebb to flow or vice versa.




9.
 
one round in a coil of rope or other material.




10.
 
an opportunity or obligation to do something that comes successively to each of a number of people




•
 
it was his turn to speak.










11.
 
a short performance, especially one of a number given by different performers in succession




•
 
a comic turn.










12.
 
a performer giving one of a number of short performances.




13.
 
a short walk or ride




•
 
why don't you 
take a turn

 around the garden?










14.
 


‹informal›

 a shock




•
 
you gave us quite a turn!










15.
 
a brief feeling or experience of illness




•
 
tell me how you feel when you have these funny turns.










16.
 
the difference between the buying and selling price of stocks or other financial products.




17.
 
a profit made from the difference between the buying and selling price of stocks or other financial products.




18.
 


[Music]

 a melodic ornament consisting of the principal note with those above and below it.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at every turn






on every occasion; continually




•
 
her name seemed to come up at every turn.















2.
 
by turns






one after the other; alternately




•
 
he was by turns amused and mildly annoyed by her.















3.
 
do someone a good (or bad) turn






do something that is helpful (or unhelpful) for someone.









4.
 
in turn





a.
 
in succession; one after the other




•
 
four men prayed in turn.










b.
 
(also 
in one's/its turn

 )
 — used to convey that an action, process, or situation is the result or product of a previous one




•
 
he would shout until she, in her turn, lost her temper.















5.
 
not know which way (or where) to turn






not know what to do; be completely at a loss.









6.
 
not turn a hair






see hair
 .









7.
 
one good turn deserves another








‹proverb›

 if someone does you a favor, you should take the chance to repay it.









8.
 
on the turn






at a turning point; in a state of change




•
 
my luck is on the turn.















9.
 
out of turn






at a time when it is not one's turn.









10.
 
speak (or talk) out of turn






speak in a tactless or foolish way.









11.
 
take turns






(of two or more people) do something alternately or in succession.









12.
 
to a turn






to exactly the right degree (used especially in relation to cooking)




•
 
hamburgers done to a turn.















13.
 
turn and turn about








(chiefly Brit.)

 one after another; in succession




•
 
the two men were working in rotation, turn and turn about.















14.
 
turn one's back on






see back
 .









15.
 
turn the corner






pass the critical point and start to improve.









16.
 
turn a deaf ear






see deaf
 .









17.
 
turn one's hand to something






see hand
 .









18.
 
turn one's head






see head
 .









19.
 
turn heads






see head
 .









20.
 
turn an honest penny






see honest
 .









21.
 
turn in one's grave






see grave
 1
 .









22.
 
turn of mind






a particular way of thinking




•
 
people with a practical turn of mind.















23.
 
turn of speed






the ability to go fast when necessary.









24.
 
turn on one's heel






see heel
 1
 .









25.
 
turn the other cheek






see cheek
 .









26.
 
turn over a new leaf






start to act or behave in a better or more responsible way.









27.
 
turn something over in one's mind






think about or consider something thoroughly.









28.
 
turn around and do (or say) something








‹informal›

 used to convey that someone's actions or words are perceived as unexpected, unwelcome, or confrontational




•
 
then she just turned around and said she wasn't coming after all.















29.
 
turn the tables






see table
 .









30.
 
turn tail








‹informal›

 turn around and run away.









31.
 
turn the tide






see tide
 .









32.
 
turn something to (good) account






see account
 .









33.
 
turn a trick






see trick
 .









34.
 
turn turtle






see turtle
 .









35.
 
turn up one's nose at






see nose
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
turn against (or turn someone against)






become (or cause someone to become) hostile toward




•
 
public opinion turned against him.















2.
 
turn around






move so as to face in the opposite direction




•
 
Alice turned around and walked down the corridor.















3.
 
turn something around





a.
 
prepare a ship or aircraft for its return journey.




b.
 
reverse the previously poor performance of something, especially a company, and make it successful.









4.
 
turn someone away






refuse to allow someone to enter or pass through a place.









5.
 
turn back (or turn someone/something back)






go (or cause to go) back in the direction in which one has come




•
 
they turned back before reaching the church.















6.
 
turn someone down






reject an offer or application made by someone




•
 
the Air Force turned him down on medical grounds.















7.
 
turn something down





a.
 
reject something offered or proposed




•
 
his novel was turned down by publisher after publisher.










b.
 
adjust a control on a device to reduce the volume, heat, etc.









8.
 
turn in








‹informal›

 go to bed in the evening.









9.
 
turn someone in






hand someone over to the authorities.









10.
 
turn something in





a.
 
give something to someone in authority




•
 
I've turned in my resignation.










b.
 
produce or achieve a particular score or a performance of a specified quality.









11.
 
turn into






become (a particular kind of thing or person); be transformed into




•
 
the slight drizzle turned into a downpour




•
 
that dream turned into a nightmare




•
 
in the next instant he turned into a tiny mouse.















12.
 
turn someone/something into






cause to become (a particular kind of thing or person); transform into




•
 
the town was turned into a thriving seaside destination




•
 
every single good children's book has been turned into a feature-length cartoon.















13.
 
turn off






leave one road in order to join another.









14.
 
turn someone off








‹informal›

 induce a feeling of boredom or disgust in someone.









15.
 
turn something off





a.
 
stop the operation or flow of something by means of a valve, switch, or button




•
 
remember to turn off the gas.










b.
 
operate a valve or switch in order to do this.









16.
 
turn on





a.
 
suddenly attack (someone) physically or verbally




•
 
he turned on her with cold savagery.










b.
 
have as the main topic or point of interest




•
 
for most businessmen, the central questions will turn on taxation.















17.
 
turn someone on








‹informal›

 excite or stimulate the interest of someone, especially sexually.









18.
 
turn something on





a.
 
start the flow or operation of something by means of a valve, switch, or button




•
 
she turned on the TV.










b.
 
operate a valve or switch in order to do this.









19.
 
turn someone on to








‹informal›

 cause someone to become interested or involved in (something, especially drugs)




•
 
he turned her on to heroin.















20.
 
turn out





a.
 
prove to be the case




•
 
the job turned out to be beyond his rather limited abilities.










b.
 
go somewhere in order to do something, especially to attend a meeting, to play a game, or to vote




•
 
over 75 percent of the electorate turned out to vote.















21.
 
turn someone out





a.
 
eject or expel someone from a place.




b.
 


[Military]

 call a guard from the guardroom.




c.
 
(
be turned out

 )
 — be dressed in the manner specified




•
 
she was smartly turned out and as well groomed as always.















22.
 
turn something out





a.
 
extinguish a light.




b.
 
produce something




•
 
the plant takes 53 hours to turn out each car.










c.
 
empty something, especially one's pockets.




d.
 
tip prepared food from a mold or other container.









23.
 
turn over






(of an engine) start or continue to run properly.









24.
 
turn someone over to






deliver someone to the care or custody of (another person or body, especially one in authority)




•
 
they turned him over to the police.















25.
 
turn something over





a.
 
cause an engine to run.




b.
 
transfer control or management of something to someone else




•
 
a plan to 
turn

 the bar 
over to

 a new manager.










c.
 
change the function or use of something




•
 
the works was 
turned over to

 the production of aircraft parts.










d.
 


‹informal›

 rob a place.




e.
 
(of a business) have a turnover of a specified amount




•
 
last year the company turned over $12 million.















26.
 
turn up





a.
 
be found, especially by chance, after being lost




•
 
all the missing documents had turned up.










b.
 
put in an appearance; arrive




•
 
half the guests failed to turn up.















27.
 
turn something up





a.
 
increase the volume or strength of sound, heat, etc., by turning a knob or switch on a device.




b.
 
reveal or discover something




•
 
New Yorkers confidently expect the inquiry to turn up nothing.










c.
 
shorten a garment by raising the hem.















– origin

 Old English 
tyrnan

 , 
turnian

 (verb), from Latin 
tornare

 , from 
tornus

 ‘lathe,’ from Greek 
tornos

 ‘lathe, circular movement’; probably reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
turner

 . The noun (Middle English) is partly from Anglo-Norman French 
tourn

 , partly from the verb.





turnabout

 
/ˈtərnəˌbout/






noun




a sudden and complete change or reversal of policy or opinion, or of a situation




•
 
the move was a significant turnabout for the company.



















turnaround

 
/ˈtərnəˌround/






noun



1.
 
an abrupt or unexpected change, especially one that results in a more favorable situation




•
 
it was 
a

 remarkable 
turnaround in

 his fortunes.










2.
 
the process of completing or the time needed to complete a task, especially one involving receiving something, processing it, and sending it out again




•
 
a seven-day turnaround.










3.
 
the process of or time taken for unloading and reloading a ship, aircraft, or vehicle.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a space for vehicles to turn around in, especially one at the end of a driveway or dead-end street.













turn-back

 
/ˈtərnbak/






noun




a part of a garment that is folded back


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the jacket has turn-back cuffs.



















turnbuckle

 
/ˈtərnˌbəkəl/






noun




a coupling with female screw threads used to connect two rods, lengths of boat rigging, etc., lengthwise and to regulate their length or tension.













turncoat

 
/ˈtərnˌkōt/






noun




a person who deserts one party or cause in order to join an opposing one.













turncock

 
/ˈtərnˌkäk/






noun






‹historical›

 a waterworks official responsible for turning on water at the mains.













turndown

 
/ˈtərnˌdoun/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rejection or refusal.




2.
 
a decline in something; a downturn.








II.
 
adjective




(of a collar) turned down.













turner

 
/ˈtərnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is skilled in turning wood on a lathe.




2.
 
an implement that can be used to turn or flip something over




•
 
a pancake turner.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
torneor

 , from late Latin 
tornator

 , from the verb 
tornare

 (see turn
 ).





Turner, Frederick Jackson

 
/ˈtərnər/






(1861–1932), US historian, educator, and writer. He revolutionized the study of the American frontier with his paper entitled 
“The Significance of the Frontier in American History”

 (1893). He also wrote 
The Frontier in American History

 (1920) and 
The Significance of Sections in American History

 (1932).









Turner, J. M. W.






(1775–1851), English painter; full name 
Joseph Mallord William Turner

 . He painted landscapes and stormy seascapes and became increasingly concerned with depicting the power of light with primary colors, often arranged in a swirling vortex. Notable works: 
Rain, Steam, Speed

 (1844) and 
The Fighting Téméraire

 (1838).









Turner, John






(1929–), Canadian Liberal statesman; full name 
John Napier Wyndham Turner

 . He was prime minister for just 79 days in 1984.









Turner, Nat






(1800–1831), US slave leader. He was convicted of murder and insurrection and hanged for organizing a slave uprising in Southampton, Virginia, in August 1831, in which at least 50 whites were killed.









Turner, Ted






(1938–), US broadcasting executive; full name 
Robert Edward Turner III

 . His Turner Broadcasting System included the television networks TBS, CNN, TCM, and the Cartoon Network. He bought the Atlanta Braves baseball team in 1976 and the Atlanta Hawks basketball team in 1977 and started the Atlanta Thrashers hockey team in 1999. An accomplished yachtsman, he won the America's Cup in 1977.









Turner, Tina






(1939–), US singer; born 
Anna Mae Bullock

 . With her husband she was part of the duo Ike and Tina Turner, which broke up in 1976. Her hit singles include 
“What's Love Got to Do with It”

 (1984) and 
“We Don't Need Another Hero”

 (1985). Notable albums: 
Private Dancer

 (1984), 
Wildest Dreams

 (1996), and 
Tina Live

 (2009).









Turner's syndrome





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a genetic defect in which affected women have only one X chromosome, causing developmental abnormalities and infertility.











– origin

 named after Henry Hubert 
Turner

 (1892–1970), the US physician who described it.





turnery

 
/ˈtərnərē/






noun



1.
 
the action or skill of making objects on a lathe.




2.
 
objects made on a lathe.













turning

 
/ˈtərniNG/






noun



1.
 
a place where a road branches off another




•
 
take the first turning on the right.










2.
 
the action or skill of using a lathe.




3.
 
(
turnings

 )
 — shavings of wood or metal resulting from turning something on a lathe.













turning point

 
/ˈtərniNG ˌpoint/






noun




a time at which a decisive change in a situation occurs, especially one with beneficial results




•
 
this could be the turning point in Nancy's career.



















turnip

 
/ˈtərnəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round root with white or cream flesh that is eaten as a vegetable and also has edible leaves.




2.
 
a root similar or related to the turnip, especially a rutabaga.




3.
 
the European plant of the cabbage family that produces the turnip.

[
Brassica rapa

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : ‘rapifera’ group.]




4.
 


‹informal›

 a large, thick, old-fashioned pocket watch.








II.
 
derivatives





turnipy






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: first element of unknown origin + neep
 .





turnkey

 
/ˈtərnˌkē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a jailer.








II.
 
adjective




of or involving the provision of a complete product or service that is ready for immediate use




•
 
turnkey systems for telecommunications customers.



















turnoff

 
/ˈtərnäf/






noun



1.
 
a junction at which a road branches off from a main road




•
 
Adam missed the turnoff to the village.










2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing that causes someone to feel bored, disgusted, or sexually repelled




•
 
he smelled of carbolic soap, a dreadful turnoff.










3.
 
an instance of turning or switching something off.













turn-on

 
/ˈtərn ˌän/






noun




[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person or thing that causes someone to feel excited or sexually aroused




•
 
tight jeans are a real turn-on.



















turnout

 
/ˈtərnˌout/






noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the number of people attending or taking part in an event, especially the number of people voting in an election.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a turn in a road.




3.
 
a point at which a railroad track diverges.




4.
 
a widened place in a road for cars to pass each other or park temporarily.




5.
 
a carriage or other horse-drawn vehicle with its horse or horses.




6.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the way in which a person or thing is equipped or dressed




•
 
his turnout was exceedingly elegant.










7.
 


[Ballet]

 the ability to rotate the legs outward at the hips.













turnover

 
/ˈtərnˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
the amount of money taken by a business in a particular period




•
 
a turnover approaching $4 million.










2.
 
the rate at which employees leave a workforce and are replaced.




3.
 
the rate at which goods are sold and replaced in a store.




4.
 
a small pie made by folding a piece of pastry over on itself to enclose a sweet filling




•
 
an apple turnover.










5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (in a game) a loss of possession of the ball to the opposing team.














turnpike

 
/ˈtərnˌpīk/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 an expressway, especially one on which a toll is charged.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a toll gate.




3.
 
(also 
turnpike road

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a road on which a toll was collected at a toll gate.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a spiked barrier fixed in or across a road or passage as a defense against sudden attack.













turn signal

 
/tərn ˈsiɡnəl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a flashing light on a vehicle to show that it is about to change lanes or turn.













turnsole

 
/ˈtərnˌsōl/





I.
 
noun




a Mediterranean plant of the spurge family, whose flowers are said to turn with the sun.

[
Chrozophora tinctoria

 (family 
Euphorbiaceae

 ), from which a blue or purple dye was formerly obtained.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tournesole

 , based on Latin 
tornare

 (see turn
 ) + 
sol

 ‘sun.’





turnspit

 
/ˈtərnˌspit/






noun






‹historical›

 a servant (or a small dog running on a treadmill) whose job was to turn a spit on which meat was roasting.













turns ratio






noun




the ratio of the number of turns on the primary coil of an electrical transformer to the number on the secondary, or vice versa.













turnstile

 
/ˈtərnˌstīl/






noun




a mechanical gate consisting of revolving horizontal arms fixed to a vertical post, allowing only one person at a time to pass through.













turnstone

 
/ˈtərnˌstōn/






noun




a small, short-billed wading bird of the sandpiper family that turns over stones to feed on small animals beneath them.

[Genus 
Arenaria

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : two species, in particular the 
ruddy turnstone

 (
A. interpres

 ), breeding in northern Eurasia and northern Canada.]













turntable

 
/ˈtərnˌtābəl/






noun



1.
 
a circular revolving plate supporting a phonograph record as it is played.




2.
 
(
turntables

 )
 — a set of two or more record turntables connected to sound mixing equipment, used by a DJ




•
 
the two DJs who preside over the turntables play all kinds of cool electronica.










3.
 
a circular revolving platform for turning a railroad locomotive or other vehicle.













turn-up

 
/ˈtərn ˌəp/






noun

 — (usu. 
turn-ups

 )


1.
 


(Brit.)

 a pant cuff.













Turow, Scott

 
/ˈto͝orō/






(1949–), US lawyer and writer. His legal thrillers, all of which take place in the fictional Kindle County, include 
Presumed Innocent

 (1987), 
The Burden of Proof

 (1990), and 
Limitations

 (2006).









turpentine

 
/ˈtərpənˌtīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
oil of turpentine

 )
 — a volatile pungent oil distilled from gum turpentine or pine wood, used in mixing paints and varnishes and in liniment.

[Chem. formula C10
 H16
 .]




2.
 
(also 
crude turpentine

 or 
gum turpentine

 )
 — an oleoresin secreted by certain trees, especially pines, and distilled to make rosin and oil of turpentine.




3.
 
(also 
turpentine tree

 )
 — any of a number of trees that yield turpentine or a similar resin, in particular

[● a coniferous tree of the pine family (
Larix

 , 
Pinus

 , and other genera, family 
Pinaceae

 ). ● the terebinth.]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply turpentine to.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
ter(e)bentine

 , from Latin 
ter(e)binthina (resina

 ) ‘(resin) of the turpentine tree,’ from 
terebinthus

 (see terebinth
 ).





Turpin, Dick

 
/ˈtərpən/






(1706–39), English robber. He was a cattle and deer thief in Essex before entering into partnership with 
Tom King

 , a notorious highway robber. He was hanged for horse-stealing.









turpitude

 
/ˈtərpəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 depravity; wickedness




•
 
acts of 
moral turpitude

 .

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
turpitudo

 , from 
turpis

 ‘disgraceful, base.’





turps

 
/tərps/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 turpentine.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.





turquoise

 
/ˈtərˌk(w)oiz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a greenish-blue color


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the turquoise waters of the bay.










2.
 
a semiprecious stone, typically opaque and of a greenish-blue or sky-blue color, consisting of a hydrated hydroxyl phosphate of copper and aluminum.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
turqueise

 ‘Turkish (stone).’





turret

 
/ˈtərət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small tower on top of a larger tower or at the corner of a building or wall, typically of a castle.




2.
 
a low, flat armored gun emplacement, typically one that revolves, in a ship, aircraft, fort, or tank.




3.
 
a rotating holder for tools, especially on a lathe.




4.
 
(also 
turret shell

 )
 — a mollusk with a long, slender, pointed spiral shell, typically brightly colored and living in tropical seas.

[Family 
Turitellidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Turitella

 and other genera.]








II.
 
derivatives





turreted

 
/ˈtərədəd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
tourete

 , diminutive of 
tour

 ‘tower.’





turron

 
/to͝orˈōn, -ˈän/





I.
 
noun




a kind of Spanish confectionery resembling nougat, made from almonds and honey.











– origin

 from Spanish 
turrón

 .






turtle

 
/ˈtərdl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slow-moving reptile, enclosed in a scaly or leathery domed shell into which it can retract its head and thick legs.

[Family 
Testudinidae

 : numerous genera and species, including the 
European tortoise

 (
Testudo graeca

 ).]




2.
 
(also 
sea turtle

 )
 — a large marine reptile with a bony or leathery shell and flippers, coming ashore annually on sandy beaches to lay eggs.

[Families 
Cheloniidae

 (seven species) and 
Dermochelyidae

 (the leatherback).]




3.
 
the flesh of a sea turtle, especially the green turtle, used chiefly for soup.




4.
 
a freshwater reptile related to the turtles, typically having a flattened shell.

Called terrapin
 in South Africa and India and tortoise
 in Australia. [Order 
Chelonia

 : several families, in particular 
Emydidae

 and 
Kinosternidae

 .]




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 any reptile of the order 
Chelonia

 , including the terrapins and tortoises.




6.
 


[Computing]

 a directional cursor in a computer graphics system that can be instructed to move around a screen.




7.
 
short for turtleneck
 .








II.
 
phrases





turn turtle






(chiefly of a boat) capsize.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: apparently an alteration of French 
tortue

 (see tortoise
 ).





turtle bug






noun




a bug or beetle with a turtlelike carapace, especially an olive-brown shield bug that frequents grassy places.













turtledove

 
/ˈtərdlˌdəv/





I.
 
noun




a small Old World dove with a soft purring call, noted for the apparent affection shown for its mate.

[Genus 
Streptopelia

 , family 
Columbidae

 : several species, in particular the migratory European and North African 
S. turtur

 , with a reddish-brown back and pinkish breast.]











– origin

 Middle English: 
turtle

 from Old English 
turtla

 , 
turtle

 ‘turtle dove’ (from Latin 
turtur

 , of imitative origin).





turtle grass






noun




a submerged marine flowering plant found in the Caribbean, with long grasslike leaves.

[
Thalassia testudinum

 , family 
Hydrocharitaceae

 .]













turtlehead

 
/ˈtərdlˌhed/






noun




a North American plant of the figwort family that produces spikes of pink or white flowers that are said to resemble the head of a turtle.

[Genus 
Chelone

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]














turtleneck

 
/ˈtərdlˌnek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a high, close-fitting, turned-over collar on a garment, typically a shirt or sweater


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a turtleneck sweater.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shirt or sweater with a high, close-fitting, turned-over collar.








II.
 
derivatives





turtlenecked

 
/ˈtərdlˌnekt /






adjective





















turtleshell

 
/ˈtərdlˌSHel/






noun




another term for tortoiseshell
 .













turves

 
/tərvz/






plural form of turf
 .









Tuscaloosa

 
/ˌtəskəˈlo͞osə/






an industrial city in west central Alabama, on the Black Warrior River, home to the University of Alabama; pop. 90,221 (est. 2008).









Tuscan

 
/ˈtəskən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to Tuscany, its inhabitants, or the form of Italian spoken there, which is the standard variety taught to foreign learners.




2.
 
relating to or denoting a classical order of architecture resembling the Doric but lacking all ornamentation.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Tuscany.




2.
 
the form of Italian spoken in Tuscany.




3.
 
the Tuscan order of architecture.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun denoting an Etruscan): via French from Latin 
Tuscanus

 , from 
Tuscus

 ‘an Etruscan.’






Tuscany

 
/ˈtəskənē/






a region in west central Italy, on the Ligurian Sea; capital, Florence.

Italian name Toscana
 .









Tuscarora

 
/ˌtəskəˈrôrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an American Indian people forming part of the Six Nations, originally inhabiting the Carolinas and later New York.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Tuscarora.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tuscarora or their language.











– origin

 from an Iroquois name, perhaps from Catawba (a Siouan language spoken in South Carolina) 
taskarudē

 .





Tuscarora Mountains

 
/ˌtəskərôrə ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in northeastern Nevada that has been the scene of gold and silver booms.









tusche

 
/ˈto͝oSH(ə)/





I.
 
noun




a greasy black composition, in liquid form or to be mixed with liquids, used as ink for making lithographic drawings.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
tuschen

 , from French 
toucher

 ‘to touch.’





tush1


 
/təSH/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 expressing disapproval, impatience, or dismissal




•
 
tush, these are trifles and mere old wives' tales.

















– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in late Middle English.






tush2


 
/təSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long pointed tooth, in particular a canine tooth of a male horse.




2.
 
a stunted tusk of some Indian elephants.











– origin

 Old English 
tusc

 (see tusk
 ).






tush3


 
/to͝oSH/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person's buttocks.











– origin

 1960s (as 
tushie

 ): from Yiddish 
tokhes

 , from Hebrew 
taḥaṯ

 ‘beneath.’





tushy

 
/ˈto͝oSHē/






noun




another term for tush
 3
 .














tusk

 
/təsk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, pointed tooth, especially one specially developed so as to protrude from the closed mouth, as in the elephant, walrus, or wild boar.




2.
 
a long, tapering object or projection resembling a tusk.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tusked

 
/təskt /






adjective













2.
 
tusky






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›





















– origin

 Old English 
tux

 , variant of 
tusc

 (see tush
 2
 ).





Tuskegee

 
/təˈskēɡē/






a city in east central Alabama, home to Tuskegee University; pop. 11,357 (est. 2008).









tusker

 
/ˈtəskər/






noun




an elephant or wild boar with well-developed tusks.














tusk shell






noun




another term for tooth shell
 .













tussah

 
/ˈtəsə, -sô/






noun




variant form of tussore
 .













Tussaud, Madame

 
/ˈto͞osō, təˈsôd, təˈsōd/






(1761–1850), French founder of Madame Tussaud's waxworks; resident of Britain from 1802; née 
Marie Grosholtz

 . She was imprisoned during the French Revolution and compelled to make death masks in wax of prominent victims of the guillotine. In 1835, she founded a permanent waxworks exhibition in Baker Street, London.









tussie-mussie

 
/ˌtəsē ˈməsē/





I.
 
noun




a small bunch of flowers or aromatic herbs.











– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





tussive

 
/ˈtəsiv/





I.
 
adjective






[Medicine]

 relating to coughing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
tussis

 ‘a cough’ + -ive
 .






tussle

 
/ˈtəsəl/





I.
 
noun




a vigorous struggle or scuffle, typically in order to obtain or achieve something




•
 
there was a tussle for the ball.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in a vigorous struggle or scuffle




•
 
the demonstrators 
tussled with

 police.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb, originally Scots and northern English): perhaps a diminutive of dialect 
touse

 ‘handle roughly’ (see tousle
 ).





tussock

 
/ˈtəsək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small area of grass that is thicker or longer than the grass growing around it.




2.
 
(also 
tussock moth

 )
 — a woodland moth whose adults and brightly colored caterpillars both bear tufts of irritant hairs. The caterpillars can be a pest of trees, damaging fruit and stripping leaves.

[Family 
Lymantriidae

 : many genera.]








II.
 
derivatives





tussocky

 
/ˈtəsəkē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: perhaps an alteration of dialect 
tusk

 ‘tuft,’ of unknown origin.





tussock grass






noun




a grass that grows in tussocks.

[Genera 
Poa

 , 
Nassella

 , or 
Deschampsia

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, in particular 
D. cespitosa

 , a coarse fodder grass of the northern hemisphere.]














tussore

 
/ˈtəsôr /

 
tussah





I.
 
noun




coarse silk from the larvae of the tussore moth and related species.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Hindi 
tasar

 , from Sanskrit 
tasara

 ‘shuttle.’






tussore moth






noun




a silkworm moth that is sometimes kept in India and China, with caterpillars (
tussore silkworms

 ) that yield a strong but coarse brown silk.

[
Antheraea mylitta

 , family 
Saturniidae

 .]













Tustin

 
/ˈtəstin/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 71,814 (est. 2008).









tut

 
/tət/






exclamation, noun, verb




short for tut-tut
 .













Tutankhamen

 
/ˌto͞oˌtənˈkämən, ˌto͞oˌtäNGˈkämən /

 
Tutankhamun






(died 
c.

 1352 
BC

 ), Egyptian pharaoh of the 18th dynasty; reigned 
c.

 1361–
c.

 1352 
BC

 . His tomb, which contained a wealth of rich and varied contents, was discovered virtually intact by English archaeologist Howard Carter in 1922.









tutee

 
/t(y)o͞oˈtē/






noun




a student or pupil of a tutor.














tutelage

 
/ˈt(y)o͞odlij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
protection of or authority over someone or something; guardianship




•
 
the organizations remained under firm government tutelage.










2.
 
instruction; tuition




•
 
he felt privileged to be 
under the tutelage of

 an experienced actor.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tutela

 ‘keeping’ (from 
tut-

 ‘watched,’ from the verb 
tueri

 ) + -age
 .





tutelary

 
/ˈt(y)o͞odlˌerē /

 
tutelar





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
serving as a protector, guardian, or patron




•
 
the tutelary spirits of these regions.










2.
 
of or relating to protection or a guardian




•
 
the state maintained a tutelary relation with the security police.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
tutelarius

 , from 
tutela

 ‘keeping’ (see tutelage
 ).





Tuthmosis III

 
/to͝otˌmōsəs THə ˈTHərd/






(died 
c.

 1450 
BC

 ), son of Tuthmosis II; Egyptian pharaoh of the 18th dynasty 
c.

 1504–
c.

 1450. His reign was marked by extensive building projects, including Cleopatra's Needles (
c.

 1475).










tutor

 
/ˈt(y)o͞odər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a private teacher, typically one who teaches a single student or a very small group.




2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a university or college teacher responsible for the teaching and supervision of assigned students.




3.
 


(US)

 an assistant lecturer in a college or university.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a tutor to (a single student or a very small group)




•
 
his children were privately tutored.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — work as a tutor.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tutorage

 
/ˈt(y)o͞odərij /






noun













2.
 
tutorship

 
/ˈt(y)o͞odərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tutour

 or Latin 
tutor

 , from 
tueri

 ‘to watch, guard.’





tutorial

 
/t(y)o͞oˈtôrēəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a tutor or a tutor's instruction




•
 
tutorial sessions.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of instruction given by a university or college tutor to an individual or very small group.




2.
 
an account or explanation of a subject, printed or on a computer screen, intended for private study.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
tutorius

 (see tutor
 ) + -al
 .






Tutsi

 
/ˈto͞otsē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a people forming a minority of the population of Rwanda and Burundi, who formerly dominated the Hutu majority. Historical antagonism between the peoples led in 1994 to large-scale ethnic violence, especially in Rwanda.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tutsi.











– origin

 a local name. See also Watusi
 .





tutti

 
/ˈto͞odē /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction after a solo section) with all voices or instruments together.








II.
 
noun




a passage to be performed with all voices or instruments together.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
tutto

 ‘all,’ from Latin 
totus

 .





tutti-frutti

 
/ˌto͞odēˈfro͞odē/





I.
 
noun




a type of ice cream containing or flavored with mixed fruits and sometimes nuts.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘all fruits.’






tut-tut

 
/ˌtətˈtət /

 
tut





I.
 
exclamation




expressing disapproval or annoyance




•
 
tut-tut, Robin, you disappoint me.














II.
 
noun




such an exclamation




•
 
tut-tuts of disapproval.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make such an exclamation




•
 
Aunt Mary tut-tutted at all the goings-on.

















– origin

 natural utterance (representing a reduplicated clicking sound made by the tongue against the teeth): first recorded in English in the early 16th cent.





tutu

 
/ˈto͞oˌto͞o/





I.
 
noun




a female ballet dancer's costume consisting of a bodice and an attached skirt incorporating numerous layers of fabric, this being either short and stiff and projecting horizontally from the waist (the 
classical tutu

 ) or long, soft, and bell-shaped (the 
romantic tutu

 ).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, child's alteration of 
cucu

 , informal diminutive of 
cul

 ‘buttocks.’





Tutu, Desmond

 
/ˈto͞oˌto͞o/






(1931–), South African Anglican clergyman; full name 
Desmond Mpilo Tutu

 . As general secretary of the South African Council of Churches from 1979 until 1984, he became a leading voice in the struggle against apartheid. He was archbishop of Cape Town 1986–96. Nobel Peace Prize (1984).










Tuva

 
/ˈto͞ovə/






an autonomous republic in south central Russia, on the border with Mongolia; pop. 310,600 (est. 2009); capital, Kyzyl.

Former name Tannu-Tuva
 .










Tuvalu

 
/to͞oˈvälo͞o/






I.

1.
 
a country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean that consists of a group of nine main islands, formerly called the Ellice Islands; pop. 12,400 (est. 2009); capital, Funafuti; languages, English and Tuvaluan (both official).





The islands formed part of the British colony of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands but separated from the Gilberts after a referendum in 1975. Tuvalu became independent within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1978.




II.
 
derivatives





Tuvaluan

 
/-lo͞oən /






adjective, noun





















tu-whit tu-whoo

 
/təˌ(h)wit təˈ(h)wo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a stylized representation of the cry of the tawny owl.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: imitative.





tux

 
/təks/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tuxedo.














tuxedo

 
/təkˈsēdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a man's dinner jacket.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a suit of formal evening clothes including a tuxedo.








II.
 
derivatives





tuxedoed






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Tuxedo

 Park, the site of a country club in New York, where it was first worn.





tuxedo cat





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a black cat with white markings on its front and paws




•
 
a tuxedo cat waiting to be adopted.

















– origin

 1950s: from the supposed resemblance of the animal's markings to a tuxedo
 .





Tuxedo Park

 
/təkˌsēdō ˈpärk/






a village in southeastern New York; pop. 719 (est. 2008). Developed in the 1880s as a retreat for the rich, it gave its name to the evening jacket.









Tuxtla Gutiérrez

 
/ˌto͞ostlə ɡo͞oˈtyeres/






a city in southeastern Mexico, capital of the state of Chiapas; pop. 490,455 (2005).









tuyère

 
/to͞oˈyer twēˈyer/





I.
 
noun




a nozzle through which air is forced into a smelter, furnace, or forge.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: French, from 
tuyau

 ‘pipe.’





Tuzla

 
/ˈto͞ozlə/






a town in northeastern Bosnia; pop. 83,800 (est. 2008). The town, a Muslim enclave, suffered damage and heavy casualties when besieged by Bosnian Serb forces between 1992 and 1994.










TV

 
/ˈˌtē ˈvē/






abbreviation



1.
 
television (the system or a set)




•
 
anything good on TV tonight?










2.
 
transvestite.













TVA






abbreviation




Tennessee Valley Authority.













TV dinner

 
/ˌtē ˌvē ˈdinər/






noun




a prepared prepackaged meal that only requires heating before it is ready to eat.














Tver

 
/tver/






an industrial port in western Russia, on the Volga River, northwest of Moscow; pop. 402,700 (est. 2009). It was known as Kalinin 1931–91 in honor of President Kalinin.









TVP






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 textured vegetable protein.













TW






abbreviation




terawatt(s).














Twa

 
/twä/





I.
 
noun




a member of a pygmy people inhabiting parts of Burundi, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire).








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Twa.











– origin

 a local word meaning ‘foreigner, outsider.’





twaddle

 
/ˈtwädl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




trivial or foolish speech or writing; nonsense




•
 
he dismissed the novel as self-indulgent twaddle.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 talk or write in a trivial or foolish way




•
 
what is that old fellow twaddling about?














III.
 
derivatives





twaddler

 
/ˈtwäd(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: alteration of earlier 
twattle

 , of unknown origin.






twain

 
/twān/





I.
 
cardinal number




archaic term for two
 :




•
 
he split it 
in twain

 .














II.
 
phrases





never the twain shall meet






used to suggest that two things are too different to coexist




•
 
Ulster people are British and Irish people are Irish, and never the twain shall meet.







[from Rudyard Kipling's “Oh, East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet.” (
Barrack-room Ballads

 (1892)).]















– origin

 Old English 
twegen

 , masculine of 
twā

 (see two
 ).






Twain, Mark

 
/twān/






(1835–1910), US novelist and humorist; pseudonym of 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens

 . After gaining a reputation as a humorist with his early work, he wrote his best-known novels, 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

 (1876) and 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

 (1885); both give a vivid evocation of Mississippi frontier life.










twaite shad

 
/ˈtwāt ˌSHad/





I.
 
noun




a European shad (fish) with a deep blue back, silvery sides, and some spotting.

[
Alosa fallax

 , family 
Clupeidae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent. (as 
twaite

 ): of unknown origin.





twang

 
/twaNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong ringing sound such as that made by the plucked string of a musical instrument or a released bowstring.




2.
 
a nasal or other distinctive manner of pronunciation or intonation characteristic of the speech of an individual, area, or country




•
 
an American twang.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
make or cause to make a twang


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a spring twanged beneath him




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
some old men were twanging banjos.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter (something) with a nasal twang




•
 
the announcer was twanging out all the details.














III.
 
derivatives





twangy

 
/ˈtwaNGē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative.





'twas

 
/twəz/






contraction






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 it was.













twat

 
/twät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a woman's genitals.




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a person regarded as stupid or obnoxious.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





twayblade

 
/ˈtwāˌblād/





I.
 
noun




an orchid with a slender spike of greenish or mauve flowers and a single pair of broad leaves near the base or midway up the stem.

[Genera 
Listera

 and 
Liparis

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 : several species, including the North American 
heartleaf twayblade

 (
Listera cordata

 ) and the Eurasian 
common twayblade

 (
Listera ovata

 ).]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from 
tway

 (variant of twain
 ) + blade
 , translating Latin 
bifolium

 .





tweak

 
/twēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
twist or pull (something) sharply




•
 
he tweaked the boy's ear.










2.
 


‹informal›

 improve (a mechanism or system) by making fine adjustments to it




•
 
engineers tweak the car's operating systems during the race.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 become or cause to become agitated or excited, typically from taking amphetamines or another stimulant


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I just about went crazy yesterday—I was totally 
tweaking out






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
caffeine is a natural mood elevator but if you're stressed to begin with it can kind of 
tweak you out

 .














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp twist or pull.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a fine adjustment to a mechanism or system.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: probably an alteration of dialect 
twick

 ‘pull sharply’; related to twitch
 .





twee

 
/twē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 excessively or affectedly quaint, pretty, or sentimental




•
 
although the film's a bit twee, it's watchable.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: representing a child's pronunciation of sweet
 .





tweed

 
/twēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a rough-surfaced woolen cloth, typically of mixed flecked colors, originally produced in Scotland


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a tweed sports jacket.










2.
 
(
tweeds

 )
 — clothes made of tweed




•
 
boisterous Englishwomen in tweeds.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: originally a misreading of 
tweel

 , Scots form of twill
 , influenced by association with the 
Tweed

 River.





Tweed

 
/twēd/






a river that rises in southeastern Scotland and flows east for 97 miles (155 km) before it crosses into northeastern England and enters the North Sea. Part of its lower course forms the border between Scotland and England.









Tweed, William M.






(1823–78) US politician; known as 
Boss Tweed

 . As a New York City official and a state senator 1867–71, he became the leader of Tammany Hall, the executive committee of New York City's Democratic Party and a ring of political corruption, that swindled the state treasury out of as much as $200 million. Convicted in 1873, he fled to Cuba and then Spain, but was extradited in 1876 and returned to a New York jail, where he died.









Tweedledum and Tweedledee

 
/twēdlˌdəm ən twēdlˈdē/





I.
 
noun




a pair of people or things that are virtually indistinguishable.











– origin

 originally names applied to the composers Bononcini (1670–1747) and Handel, in a 1725 satire by John Byrom (1692–1763); they were later used for two identical characters in Lewis Carroll's 
Through the Looking Glass

 .





tweedy

 
/ˈtwēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a garment) made of tweed cloth




•
 
a tweedy suit.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) habitually wearing tweed clothes




•
 
a stout, tweedy woman.










3.
 


‹informal›

 of a refined, traditional, upscale character




•
 
the tweedy world of books.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tweedily

 
/-dilē /






adverb













2.
 
tweediness






noun





















tween

 
/twēn /

 
tweenie






noun




short for tweenager
 .













Tween

 
/twēn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 any of a class of compounds used especially as emulsifiers and surfactants. They are derivatives of fatty acid esters of sorbitan.











– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





'tween

 
/twēn/






contraction






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 between.














tweenager

 
/ˈtwēnˌājər/






noun






‹informal›

 a preteen or a young teenager




•
 
the hot Nickelodeon show for tweenagers.



















’tween decks






plural noun






[Nautical]

 the space between the decks of a ship, especially that below the upper deck.













tweener

 
/ˈtwēnər/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person or thing considered to be between two other recognized categories or types




•
 
Price considered him a tweener, too small for a lineman and too big for a linebacker.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 short for tweenager
 .













tweeny

 
/ˈtwēnē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a maid who assisted two other members of a domestic staff.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
between-maid

 , a servant assisting two others.





tweeps

 
/twēps/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 a person's followers on the social media website Twitter




•
 
he told his tweeps he was going to a Bruce Springsteen concert




•
 
millions of tweeps follow their every tweet.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of 
Twitter

 , the proprietary name of the social media website, and peeps
 .






tweet

 
/twēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the chirp of a small or young bird.




2.
 
a posting made on the social media website Twitter




•
 
he started posting tweets via his cell phone to let his parents know he was safe.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a chirping noise




•
 
the birds were tweeting in the branches.










2.
 
make a posting on the social media website Twitter




•
 
she talks about her own life, but she's just as likely to tweet about budget cuts and Keynesian economics




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she tweeted a picture of them smiling at the camera




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he tweeted that he would be willing to take a lie detector test




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
the president tweeted: ‘After you vote, tell your Facebook friends—“I voted.”’










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — communicate with (someone) on Twitter




•
 
she tweeted me a couple of times earlier this week.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





tweetable

 
/ˈtwēdəb(ə)l/






adjective




suitable for posting on the social media site Twitter




•
 
the president delivered a great collection of tweetable lines this morning.



















tweeter

 
/ˈtwēdər/






noun



1.
 
a loudspeaker designed to reproduce high frequencies.




2.
 
a person who posts on the social media website Twitter.













tweeze

 
/twēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pluck, grasp, or pull with or as if with tweezers




•
 
the brows were tweezed to an almost invisible line.

















– origin

 1930s: back-formation from 
tweezer

 (see tweezers
 ).






tweezers

 
/ˈtwēzərz/





I.
 
plural noun




a small instrument like a pair of pincers for plucking out hairs and picking up small objects.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: extended form of obsolete 
tweeze

 ‘case of surgical instruments,’ shortening of 
etweese

 , plural of etui
 .





twelfth

 
/twelfTH/





I.
 
ordinal number



1.
 
constituting number twelve in a sequence; 12th




•
 
the twelfth of November




•
 
his twelfth birthday




•
 
the twelfth in a series of essays.










2.
 
(
a twelfth/one twelfth

 )
 — each of twelve equal parts into which something is or may be divided.




3.
 
the twelfth grade of a school.




4.
 


[Music]

 an interval or chord spanning an octave and a fifth in the diatonic scale, or a note separated from another by this interval.




5.
 
(
the Twelfth

 )
 — July 12, celebrated by upholders of Protestant supremacy in Ireland as the anniversary of William III's victory over James II at the Battle of the Boyne.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twelfthly






adverb













2.
 
twelvefold

 
/ˈtwel(v)ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb





















Twelfth Day






noun




archaic term for Twelfth Night
 .














Twelfth Night

 
/ˈˌtwelf(TH) ˈnīt/






noun



1.
 
January 6, the feast of the Epiphany.




2.
 
strictly, the evening of January 5, the eve of the Epiphany and formerly the twelfth and last day of Christmas festivities.














twelve

 
/twelv/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xii

 , 
XII

 )
 — equivalent to the product of three and four; two more than ten; 12




•
 
he walked twelve miles




•
 
there are just twelve of us in all




•
 
a twelve-string guitar.










2.
 
a group or unit of twelve people or things.




3.
 
twelve years old




•
 
a small blond girl of about twelve.










4.
 
twelve o'clock




•
 
it's half past twelve.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by twelve.




6.
 
(
the Twelve

 )
 — the twelve Apostles.











– origin

 Old English 
twelf(e)

 , from the base of two
 + a second element (probably expressing the sense ‘left over’); of Germanic origin and related to Dutch 
twaalf

 and German 
zwölf

 . Compare with eleven
 .





twelve-bar

 
/ˈtwelvbär/





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a musical structure based on a sequence lasting twelve bars and typically consisting of three chords, the basic unit of much blues and rock and roll music.








II.
 
noun




a song or piece of music having a twelve-bar structure.













twelve-bore

 
/ˈtwelvˌbôr/






noun




British term for twelve-gauge
 .














twelve-gauge

 
/ˈtwelvˌɡāj/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shotgun with a gauge corresponding to the diameter of a round bullet of which twelve constitute a pound in weight.













twelve-inch

 
/ˈtwelvˌin(t)SH /

 
twelve-inch single






noun




a phonograph record twelve inches in diameter and played at 45 rpm, especially one that features an extended or alternative version of a particular track on one or both sides.














twelvemo

 
/ˈtwelvˌmō/






noun




another term for duodecimo
 .













twelvemonth

 
/ˈtwelvˌmənTH/






noun






‹archaic›

 a year.













twelve step





I.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to a process of recovery from addiction by following a twelve-stage program, especially one modeled on that of Alcoholics Anonymous.








II.
 
verb

 — (
often as noun

 
twelve-stepping

 )


1.
 
(of an addict) undergo a twelve-step program.













Twelve Tables






a set of laws drawn up in ancient Rome in 451 and 450 
BC

 , embodying the most important rules of Roman law.










twelve-tone

 
/ˈtwelv ˌnōt /

 
twelve-note






adjective




denoting a system of musical composition using the twelve chromatic notes of the octave on an equal basis without dependence on a key system. Developed by Arnold Schoenberg, the technique is central to serialism and involves the transposition and inversion of a fixed sequence of pitches.














Twelve Tribes of Israel






see Tribes of Israel
 .









Twentieth Century Fox

 
/ˌtwen(t)ēiTH ˌsen(t)SH(ə)rē ˈfäks/






a US film production company formed in 1935 by the merger of the Fox Company with Twentieth Century. Under production head 
Darryl F. Zanuck

 (1902–79) the company pioneered widescreen film techniques.









twenty

 
/ˈtwen(t)ē/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
xx

 , 
XX

 )
 — the number equivalent to the product of two and ten; ten less than thirty; 20




•
 
twenty or thirty years ago




•
 
twenty of us stood and waited




•
 
a twenty-foot aerial.










2.
 
(
twenties

 )
 — the numbers from twenty to twenty-nine, especially the years of a century or of a person's life




•
 
he's in his late twenties.










3.
 
twenty years old




•
 
he's about twenty.










4.
 
twenty miles an hour.




5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by twenty.




6.
 
a twenty-dollar bill.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twentieth

 
/ˈtwen(t)ēiTH /






ordinal number













2.
 
twentyfold

 
/-ˌfōld /






adjective, adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
twentig

 , from the base of two
 + -ty
 2
 .





twenty-eight

 
/ˌtwen(t)ēˈāt/






noun






(Austral.)

 a ringneck parrot of a race having a call that resembles the word “twenty-eight.”

[
Barnardius zonarius semitorquatus

 , family 
Psittacidae

 ; a subspecies of the Port Lincoln parrot.]













24-carat






adjective



1.
 
(of gold) pure




•
 
gold leaf made up of 24-carat gold mixed with platinum.










2.
 
genuine; trustworthy




•
 
the 24-carat project manager was supplied by the company




•
 
the sources were 24-carat—not third-hand or second-hand.



















twenty-four-hour clock

 
24-hour clock






noun




a method of measuring the time based on the full twenty-four hours of the day, rather than dividing it into two groups of twelve hours.













twenty-four hours





I.
 
noun






(W. Indian)

 a long-legged arboreal lizard of tropical America, related to the anoles.

[
Polychrus marmoratus

 , family 
Iguanidae

 .]











– origin

 so named from the superstition that a person touched by one will die within twenty-four hours.






twenty-one

 
/ˌtwen(t)ēˈwən/






noun




the card game blackjack.














twenty-twenty

 
/ˌtwen(t)ēˈtwen(t)ē /

 
20/20





I.
 
adjective




denoting vision of normal sharpness.











– origin

 the Snellen fraction for normal visual acuity (see Snellen test
 ).





’twere

 
/twər /

 

‹archaic literary›







contraction




it were.













twerk

 
/twərk /

 

‹informal›


 
twirk





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance to popular music in a sexually provocative manner involving thrusting hip movements and a low, squatting stance




•
 
just wait till they catch their daughters twerking to this song




•
 


twerk it

 girl, work it girl.














II.
 
noun




a dance or dance move involving thrusting hip movements and a low, squatting stance




•
 
between flaunting their curves and doing a little twerk here and there, the dancers' rendition of the video was quite impressive.

















– origin

 early 19th cent. (as noun in the sense ‘a twitching or jerking motion’): perhaps a blend of twitch
 or twist
 and jerk
 1
 ; in modern sense probably influenced by work
 .





twerp

 
/twərp /

 
twirp





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a silly or annoying person.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






Twi

 
/twē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an Akan-speaking people of Ghana.




2.
 
another term for Akan
 (the language).








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Twi or their language.











– origin

 the name in Akan.





twibill

 
/ˈtwībil/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a double-bladed battle-ax.











– origin

 Old English 
twibile

 ‘ax with two cutting edges,’ from 
twi-

 ‘double’ + bill
 3
 .





twice

 
/twīs/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
two times; on two occasions




•
 
she had been married twice




•
 
the tablets should be taken twice a day.










2.
 
double in degree or quantity




•
 
I'm twice your age




•
 
an engine 
twice as

 big as the original.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
once bitten, twice shy






see bite
 .









2.
 
think twice






see think
 .















– origin

 late Old English 
twiges

 , from the base of two
 + -s
 3
 (later respelled 
-ce

 to denote the unvoiced sound); compare with once
 .






twice-baked






adjective




(of bread or cookie dough) baked in a loaf and then sliced and returned to the oven to bake again until crisp.













twice-born

 
/ˈtwīsˌbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
having undergone a renewal of faith or life, in particular




2.
 
(of a Hindu) belonging to one of the three highest castes, especially as an initiated Brahman.




3.
 
(of a Christian) born-again.













twiddle

 
/ˈtwidl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
twist, move, or fiddle with (something), typically in a purposeless or nervous way




•
 
she twiddled the dials on the radio




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he began twiddling with the curtain cord.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 turn or move in a twirling way.








II.
 
noun




an act of twisting or fiddling with something




•
 
one twiddle of a button.














III.
 
phrases





twiddle one's thumbs





a.
 
rotate one's thumbs around each other with the fingers linked together.




b.
 
be bored or idle because one has nothing to do.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twiddler

 
/ˈtwidlər, ˈtwidl-ər /






noun













2.
 
twiddly

 
/ˈtwidlē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘trifle’): apparently imitative, combining the notion 
twirl

 or 
twist

 with that of trifling action expressed by 
fiddle

 .





twig1


 
/twiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender woody shoot growing from a branch or stem of a tree or shrub.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a small branch of a blood vessel or nerve.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twigged






adjective













2.
 
twiggy

 
/ˈtwiɡē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
twigge

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
twijg

 and German 
Zweig

 , also to twain
 and two
 .





twig2


 
/twiɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 understand or realize something




•
 
it was amazing that Graham hadn't twigged before.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹archaic›

 perceive; observe




•
 
nine days now since my eyes have twigged any terra firma.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





twig furniture






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a rustic style of furniture in which the natural state of the wood is retained as an aesthetic feature.













twilight

 
/ˈtwīˌlīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the soft glowing light from the sky when the sun is below the horizon, caused by the refraction and scattering of the sun's rays from the atmosphere.




2.
 
the period of the evening when twilight takes place, between daylight and darkness




•
 
a pleasant walk in the woods at twilight.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a period or state of obscurity, ambiguity, or gradual decline




•
 
he was 
in the twilight of

 his career




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a 
twilight world

 of secrecy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old English 
twi-

 ‘two’ (used in an obscure sense in this compound) + light
 1
 .





twilight of the gods

 

‹Scandinavian & Germanic Mythology›






I.
 
the destruction of the gods and the world in a final conflict with the powers of evil.

Also called Götterdämmerung
 , Ragnarök
 .







– origin

 translating Icelandic 
ragna rökr

 (see Ragnarök
 ).





twilight sleep

 
/ˈtwīˌlīt slēp/






noun






[Medicine]

 a state of partial narcosis or stupor without total loss of consciousness, in particular a state induced by an injection of morphine and scopolamine, formerly popular for use during childbirth.













twilight zone

 
/ˈtwīˌlīt zōn/






noun



1.
 
a conceptual area that is undefined or intermediate




•
 
the twilight zone between the middle and working classes.










2.
 
a sphere of experience that appears sinister or dangerous because of its uncertainty, unpredictability, or ambiguity




•
 
they languish in a twilight zone of unemployment and despair.










3.
 
the lowest level of the ocean to which light can penetrate.













twilit

 
/ˈtwīˌlit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dimly illuminated by or as if by twilight




•
 
the deserted twilit street.










2.
 
relating to or denoting the period of twilight




•
 
twilit hours.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: past participle of the literary verb 
twilight

 .






twill

 
/twil/





I.
 
noun




a fabric so woven as to have a surface of diagonal parallel ridges.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
twilled

 )


1.
 
weave (fabric) so it has a surface of diagonal parallel ridges




•
 
twilled cotton.

















– origin

 Middle English: from a Scots and northern English variant of obsolete 
twilly

 , from Old English 
twi-

 ‘two,’ suggested by Latin 
bilix

 ‘two-threaded.’





’twill

 
/twil /

 

‹archaic literary›







contraction




it will.














twin

 
/twin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
one of two children or animals born at the same birth.




2.
 
a person or thing that is exactly like another




•
 
there was a bruise on his cheek, 
a twin to

 the one on mine.










3.
 
(
the Twins

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Gemini.




4.
 
something containing or consisting of two matching or corresponding parts, in particular




5.
 
a twin-bedded room.




6.
 
a twin-engined aircraft.




7.
 
a twinned crystal.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
forming, or being one of, a pair born at one birth




•
 
she gave birth to twin boys




•
 
her twin sister.










2.
 
forming a matching, complementary, or closely connected pair




•
 
the twin problems of economic failure and social disintegration.










3.
 


[Botany]

 growing in pairs




•
 
twin seed leaves.










4.
 
(of a bedroom) containing two single beds.




5.
 
(of a crystal) twinned.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be twinned

 )


1.
 
link; combine




•
 
the company twinned its core business of brewing with that of distilling.

















– origin

 late Old English 
twinn

 ‘double,’ from 
twi-

 ‘two’; related to Old Norse 
tvinnr

 . Current verb senses date from late Middle English.





twin bed





I.
 
noun




a bed designed or suitable for one person; a single bed, especially one of a pair of matching single beds.








II.
 
derivatives





twin-bedded






adjective





















twin-cam

 
/ˈtwinˌkam/






adjective




denoting an engine having two camshafts.













twin city






noun



1.
 
either of two neighboring cities lying close together.




2.
 
(
the Twin Cities

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 Minneapolis and St. Paul in Minnesota.














twine

 
/twīn/





I.
 
noun




strong thread or string consisting of two or more strands of hemp, cotton, or nylon twisted together.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to wind or spiral round something




•
 
she 
twined

 her arms 
around

 his neck.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant) grow so as to spiral around a support




•
 
runner beans twined around canes.










3.
 
interlace




•
 
a spray of jasmine was twined in her hair.














III.
 
derivatives





twiner






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
twīn

 ‘thread, linen,’ from the Germanic base of 
twi-

 ‘two’; related to Dutch 
twijn

 .





twin-engined

 
/ˈˌtwin ˈenjənd /

 
twin-engine






adjective




(chiefly of an aircraft) having two engines.













Twin Falls






a commercial and industrial city in south central Idaho, on the Snake River; pop. 42,197 (est. 2008).









twinflower

 
/ˈtwinˌflou(ə)r/






noun




a slender evergreen trailing plant of the honeysuckle family, with pairs of very small trumpet-shaped pink flowers in the leaf axils, native to coniferous woodlands in northern latitudes.

[
Linnaea borealis

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













twinge

 
/twinj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden, sharp localized pain




•
 
he felt a twinge in his knee.










2.
 
a brief experience of an emotion, typically an unpleasant one




•
 
Kate felt 
a twinge of

 guilt.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a part of the body) suffer a sudden, sharp localized pain




•
 
the ankle still twinged, but the pain was slight.

















– origin

 Old English 
twengan

 ‘pinch, wring,’ of Germanic origin. The noun dates from the mid 16th cent.





twin-jet





I.
 
adjective




(of an aircraft) having two jet engines.








II.
 
noun

 — (
twin jet

 )


1.
 
a twin-jet aircraft.













Twinkie

 
/ˈtwiNGkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a small finger-shaped sponge cake with a white synthetic cream filling.




2.
 
(also 
twinkie

 , 
twink

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a gay or effeminate man, or a young man regarded as an object of homosexual desire.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: probably related to twinkle
 .






twinkle

 
/ˈtwiNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a star or light, or a shiny object) shine with a gleam that varies repeatedly between bright and faint




•
 
the lights twinkled in the distance




•
 (as 
adj.

 
twinkling

 )
 
twinkling harbor lights.










2.
 
(of a person's eyes) sparkle, especially with amusement.




3.
 
smile so that one's eyes sparkle




•
 
“Aha!” he said, 
twinkling at

 her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
twinkling

 )
 
a twinkling smile.










4.
 
(of a person's feet) move lightly and rapidly




•
 
his sandaled feet twinkled over the ground.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sparkle or gleam in a person's eyes.




2.
 
a light that appears continually to grow brighter and fainter




•
 
the distant twinkle of the lights.














III.
 
phrases





in a twinkling (or the twinkling of an eye)






in an instant; very quickly.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twinkler

 
/-k(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
twinkly

 
/-k(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
twinclian

 (verb), of Germanic origin.





twinkletoes

 
/ˈtwiNGkəlˌtōz/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who is nimble and quick on their feet.













twin-lens






adjective




(of a camera) having two identical sets of lenses, either for taking stereoscopic pictures, or with one forming an image for viewing and the other an image to be photographed (
twin-lens reflex

 ).













twinned

 
/twind/






adjective




(of a crystal) that is a composite consisting of two (or sometimes more) parts that are reversed in orientation with respect to each other (typically by reflection in a particular plane).













twinning

 
/ˈtwiniNG/






noun



1.
 
the bearing of twins




•
 
the study showed an increased level of twinning in cattle.










2.
 
the occurrence or formation of twinned crystals.













twin paradox






noun






[Physics]

 the apparent paradox arising from relativity theory that if one of a pair of twins makes a long journey at near the speed of light and then returns, he or she will have aged less than the twin who remains behind.













twin-screw

 
/ˈtwinˌskro͞o/






adjective




(of a ship) having two propellers on separate shafts that rotate in opposite directions.














twinset

 
/ˈtwinˌset/






noun




a woman's matching cardigan and pullover sweater.













twinspot

 
/ˈtwinspät/






noun




an African waxbill with white-spotted black underparts, the male typically having a reddish face and breast.

[
Hypargos

 and related genera, family 
Estrildidae

 : several species.]













Twin Tiers






a mostly rural region comprising several counties in Pennsylvania and New York that lie along the border between the two states.









Twin Towers






the two main buildings of the World Trade Center in New York, destroyed in terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.










twirl

 
/twərl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spin quickly and lightly around, especially repeatedly




•
 
she twirled in delight to show off her new dress.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to rotate




•
 
she twirled her fork in the pasta.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 pitch (the ball).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of spinning




•
 
Kate did a twirl in front of the mirror.










2.
 
a spiraling or swirling shape, especially a flourish made with a pen.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twirler

 
/ˈtwərlər /






noun













2.
 
twirly

 
/ˈtwərlē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably an alteration (by association with whirl
 ) of 
tirl

 , a variant of archaic 
trill

 ‘twiddle, spin.’






twist

 
/twist/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form into a bent, curling, or distorted shape




•
 
a strip of metal is twisted to form a hollow tube




•
 
her pretty features twisted into a fearsome expression.










2.
 
form (something) into a particular shape by taking hold of one or both ends and turning them




•
 
she twisted her handkerchief into a knot.










3.
 
turn or bend into a specified position or in a specified direction




•
 
he grabbed the man and twisted his arm behind his back.










4.
 
(
twist something off

 )
 — remove something by pulling and rotating it




•
 
beets can be stored once the leaves have been twisted off.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move one's body so that the shoulders and hips are facing in different directions




•
 
she twisted in her seat to look at the buildings.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a wriggling or writhing fashion




•
 
he 
twisted himself

 free.










7.
 
injure (a joint) by wrenching it




•
 
he twisted his ankle trying to avoid his opponent's lunge.










8.
 
distort or misrepresent the meaning of (words)




•
 
he twisted my words to make it seem that I'd claimed she was a drug addict.










9.
 
cause to rotate around something that remains stationary; turn




•
 
she twisted her ring around and around on her finger.










10.
 
wind around or through something




•
 
she twisted a lock of hair around her finger.










11.
 
move or cause to move around each other; interlace




•
 
she twisted her hands together nervously




•
 
the machine twists together strands to make a double yarn.










12.
 
make (something) by interlacing or winding strands together.




13.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take or have a winding course




•
 
the road twisted through a dozen tiny villages.










14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — dance the twist.




15.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 cheat; defraud.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of turning something so that it moves in relation to something that remains stationary




•
 
the taps needed a single twist to turn them on.










2.
 
an act of turning one's body or part of one's body




•
 
with a sudden twist, she got away from him.










3.
 
(
the twist

 )
 — a dance with a twisting movement of the body, popular in the 1960s.




4.
 
the extent of twisting of a rod or other object.




5.
 
force producing twisting; torque.




6.
 
forward motion combined with rotation about an axis.




7.
 
the rifling in the bore of a gun




•
 
barrels with a 1:24 inch twist.










8.
 
a thing with a spiral shape




•
 
a licorice twist.










9.
 
a curled piece of lemon peel used to flavor a drink.




10.
 
a distorted shape




•
 
he had a cruel twist to his mouth.










11.
 
an unusual feature of a person's personality, typically an unhealthy one.




12.
 
a point at which something turns or bends




•
 
the car negotiated the twists and turns of the mountain road.










13.
 
an unexpected development of events




•
 
it was soon time for the next 
twist of fate

 in his extraordinary career.










14.
 
a new treatment or outlook; a variation




•
 
she takes conventional subjects and gives them a twist.










15.
 
a fine strong thread consisting of twisted strands of cotton or silk.




16.
 


(Brit.)

 a drink consisting of two ingredients mixed together.




17.
 
a carpet with a tightly curled pile.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
twist someone's arm








‹informal›

 persuade someone to do something that they are or might be reluctant to do.









2.
 
twist in the wind






be left in a state of suspense or uncertainty.









3.
 
twist someone around one's little finger






see little finger
 .









4.
 
twists and turns






intricate or convoluted dealings or circumstances




•
 
the twists and turns of her political career.





















– origin

 Old English (as a noun), of Germanic origin; probably from the base of twin
 and twine
 . Current verb senses date from late Middle English.





twist drill

 
/twist dril/






noun




a drill with a twisted body like that of an auger.













twisted

 
/ˈtwistəd/






adjective



1.
 
forced out of its natural or proper shape; crumpled




•
 
the crash left a trail of twisted metal across the highway.










2.
 
(of a joint) injured by wrenching; sprained




•
 
suffering a twisted ankle, he was carried from the field.










3.
 
(of a personality or a way of thinking) unpleasantly or unhealthily abnormal; warped




•
 
a man with a twisted mind.



















twisted pair

 
/ˈtwistid pe(ə)r/






noun






[Electronics]

 a cable consisting of two wires twisted around each other, used especially for telephone or computer applications.













twisted-stalk

 
/ˈtwistidˌstôk/






noun




a plant of the lily family with bell-shaped flowers carried on bent or twisted stalks, native to the temperate regions of Russia and North America.

[Genus 
Streptopus

 , family 
Liliaceae

 : several species, including the 
rosy twisted-stalk

 (
S. roseus

 ), which grows in the coastal mountain regions from British Columbia to Oregon.]













twister

 
/ˈtwistər/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tornado.













twist-grip

 
/ˈtwistˌɡrip/






noun




a control operated manually by twisting, especially one serving as a handgrip for operating the throttle on a motorcycle or for changing gear on a bicycle.













twist-lock

 
/ˈtwistˌläk/






noun




a locking device for securing freight containers to the trailers on which they are transported.













twistor

 
/ˈtwistər/






noun






[Physics]

 a complex variable used in some descriptions of space-time.













twist tie






noun




a small piece of paper- or plastic-covered wire, to be twisted around the neck of a plastic bag as a closure.













twisty

 
/ˈtwistē/






adjective




not arranged or moving in a straight line; winding




•
 
a twisty country road.



















twit1


 
/twit/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a silly or foolish person.








II.
 
derivatives





twittish

 
/ˈtwidiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 1930s (earlier dialect, in the sense ‘talebearer’): perhaps from twit
 2
 .






twit2


 
/twit /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tease or taunt (someone), especially in a good-humored way.








II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a state of nervous excitement




•
 
we're in a twit about your visit.

















– origin

 Old English 
ætwītan

 ‘reproach with,’ from 
æt

 ‘at’ + 
wītan

 ‘to blame.’






twitch

 
/twiCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
give or cause to give a short, sudden jerking or convulsive movement


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he saw her lips twitch and her eyelids flutter




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the dog twitched his ears.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move in a specified direction by giving a sharp pull




•
 
he twitched a cigarette out of a packet.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — apply a sudden pull or jerk to (a horse).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a short, sudden jerking or convulsive movement




•
 
his mouth gave a slight twitch.










2.
 
a sudden pull or jerk




•
 
he gave a twitch at his mustache.










3.
 
a sudden sharp sensation; a pang




•
 
he felt 
a twitch of

 annoyance.










4.
 
a stick with a small noose attached to one end. The noose may be twisted around the upper lip or the ear of a horse to subdue it, especially during veterinary procedures.











– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to Old English 
twiccian

 ‘to pluck, pull sharply.’





twitcher

 
/ˈtwiCHər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that twitches.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a birdwatcher whose main aim is to collect sightings of rare birds.













twitch grass





I.
 
noun




another term for couch grass
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: 
twitch

 , alteration of quitch
 .





twitchiness

 
/ˈtwiCHēnəs/






noun






‹informal›

 the quality or state of being nervous or anxious




•
 
she senses my twitchiness, I'm sure.



















twitchy

 
/ˈtwiCHē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 nervous; anxious




•
 
she felt twitchy about the man hovering in the background.










2.
 


‹informal›

 given to twitching




•
 
a mouse with a twitchy nose.



















twite

 
/twīt/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian moorland finch related to the linnet, having streaky brown plumage and a pink rump.

[
Acanthis flavirostris

 , family 
Fringillidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative of its call.






twitter

 
/ˈtwidər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) give a call consisting of repeated light tremulous sounds.




2.
 
talk in a light, high-pitched voice




•
 
old ladies in the congregation twittered.










3.
 
talk rapidly and at length in an idle or trivial way




•
 
he 
twittered on

 about buying a new workshop.










4.
 
make a posting on the social media website Twitter




•
 
many active bloggers are twittering more and more these days.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a series of short, high-pitched calls or sounds




•
 
his words were cut off by a faint electronic twitter.










2.
 
idle or ignorant talk




•
 
drawing-room twitter.














III.
 
phrases





in (or of) a twitter








‹informal›

 in a state of agitation or excitement.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
twitterer

 
/ˈtwid(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
twittery

 
/ˈtwid(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): imitative.





Twitterati

 
/ˌtwidəˈrädē/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 avid or frequent users of the social media website Twitter




•
 
no celebrity member of the Twitterati seems to have caused as much of a splash as has Stephen Fry.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: on the pattern of literati
 , glitterati
 , etc.





twitterpated

 
/ˈtwidərˌpādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 infatuated or obsessed




•
 
Gus is still hopelessly twitterpated by Lee.




•
 
smiling into each other's eyes, a seemingly twitterpated couple glided past.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 in a state of nervous excitement




•
 
CBS execs are twitterpated over this new idea.

















– origin

 1940s: from twitter
 + 
-pated

 ‘having a head or mind of a specified kind’ (from pate
 ); popularized by the 1942 film 
Bambi

 .






Twittersphere

 
/ˈtwidərˌsfir/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Twittersphere

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 postings made on the social media website Twitter, considered collectively.




•
 
the Twittersphere was abuzz when the story first broke.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of 
Twitter

 , the proprietary name of the social media website, and -sphere
 .





Twitterverse

 
/ˈtwidərˌvərs/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Twitterverse

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 another term for Twittersphere
 .











– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of 
Twitter

 , the proprietary name of a social media website, and -verse
 .





’twixt

 
/twikst/






contraction




betwixt.














two

 
/to͞o/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
(Roman numeral: 
ii

 , 
II

 )
 — equivalent to the sum of one and one; one less than three; 2




•
 
two years ago




•
 
a romantic weekend for two in Paris




•
 
two of Amy's friends.










2.
 
a group or unit of two people or things




•
 
they would straggle home in ones and twos.










3.
 
two years old




•
 
he is only two.










4.
 
two o'clock




•
 
the bar closed at two.










5.
 
a size of garment or other merchandise denoted by two.




6.
 
a playing card or domino with two pips.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a —— or two (or two or three ——)






used to denote a small but unspecified number




•
 
a minute or two had passed.















2.
 
be two a penny






see penny
 .









3.
 
in two






in or into two halves or pieces




•
 
he tore the piece of paper in two.















4.
 
in two shakes (of a lamb's tail)






see shake
 .









5.
 
it takes two to tango






see tango
 .









6.
 
put two and two together






draw an obvious conclusion from what is known or evident.









7.
 
that makes two of us






one is in the same position or holds the same opinion as the previous speaker




•
 
“I haven't a clue!” “That makes two of us.”















8.
 
two by two






side by side in pairs.









9.
 
two can play that game






used to assert that another person's bad behavior can be copied to that person's disadvantage.









10.
 
two's company, three's a crowd






used to indicate that two people, especially lovers, should be left alone together.









11.
 
two heads are better than one








‹proverb›

 it's helpful to have the advice or opinion of a second person.















– origin

 Old English 
twā

 (feminine and neuter), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
twee

 and German 
zwei

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin and Greek 
duo

 . Compare with twain
 .





two-bit

 
/ˈto͞o ˌbit/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 insignificant, cheap, or worthless




•
 
some two-bit town.



















two-by-four

 
/ˌto͞oˌbīˈfôr/






noun



1.
 
a piece of lumber with a rectangular cross section nominally two inches by four inches.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(W. Indian)

 
(US)

 a small or insignificant thing, typically a building




•
 
they lived in a two-by-four shack of one bedroom.



















two-cycle

 
/ˈto͞oˌsīk(ə)l/






adjective




another term for two-stroke
 .













two-dimensional

 
/ˌto͞odəˈmen(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or appearing to have length and breadth but no depth.




2.
 
lacking depth or substance; superficial




•
 
a nether world of two-dimensional heroes and villains.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
two-dimensionality






noun













2.
 
two-dimensionally






adverb





















two-edged

 
/ˈto͞o ˈˌejd/






adjective




double-edged.













two-faced

 
/ˈto͞o ˈˌfāst/






adjective




insincere and deceitful.













twofer

 
/ˈto͞ofər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an item or offer that comprises two items but is sold for the price of one.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: representing a pronunciation of 
two for

 in 'two for the price of one'.





two fingers






plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for V-sign
 (
sense

 2).













two-fisted

 
/ˌto͞oˈfistəd/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 strong, virile, and straightforward.













twofold

 
/ˈto͞oˌfōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
twice as great or as numerous




•
 
a twofold increase in the risk.










2.
 
having two parts or elements




•
 
the twofold demands of the business and motherhood.














II.
 
adverb




so as to double; to twice the number or amount




•
 
use increased more than twofold from 1979 to 1989.



















two-four






noun






(Canadian)

 
‹informal›

 a case of twenty-four bottles of beer.













two-handed

 
/ˈto͞o ˈˌhandəd/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




having, using, or requiring the use of two hands.








II.
 
derivatives





two-handedly






adverb





















two-hander

 
//






noun



1.
 
a play for two actors.




2.
 


[Tennis]

 a shot taken with both hands on the racket.













twoness

 
/ˈto͞onəs/






noun




the fact or state of being two; duality.













twopence

 
/ˈtəpəns /

 
tuppence






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 the sum of two pence, especially before decimalization (1971).




2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a trivial sum; anything at all




•
 
he didn't 
care twopence for

 her.



















twopenny

 
/ˈtəp(ə)nē ˈto͞openē /

 
tuppenny






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 costing or worth two pence, especially before decimalization (1971).













two-phase

 
/ˈto͞ofāz/






adjective




(of an electric generator, motor, or other device) designed to supply or use simultaneously two separate alternating currents of the same voltage, but with phases differing by half a period.













two-piece

 
/ˈto͞o ˌpēs/





I.
 
adjective




denoting something consisting of two matching items




•
 
a two-piece suit.














II.
 
noun




a thing consisting of two matching parts, especially a suit or swimsuit.













two-ply

 
/ˈto͞o ˌplī/





I.
 
adjective




(of a material or yarn) consisting of two layers or strands.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a yarn consisting of two strands.




2.
 
plywood made by gluing together two layers with the grain in different directions.













two-seater

 
/ˌto͞oˈsēdər/






noun




a vehicle or piece of furniture with seating for two people.













two shot






noun




a movie or television shot of two people together.













two-sided

 
/ˌto͞oˈsīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
having two sides




•
 
a colorful two-sided leaflet.










2.
 
having two aspects




•
 
the two-sided nature of the debate.



















twosome

 
/ˈto͞osəm/






noun



1.
 
a pair of people considered together.




2.
 
a game or dance for or involving two people.













two-spirited






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 (of a member of an American Indian people) gay, lesbian, or transgender.













two-star

 
/to͞o stär/






adjective



1.
 
given two stars in a grading system, typically one in which this denotes a low middle standard (four- or five-star denoting the highest standard)




•
 
a two-star award in the Michelin guide.










2.
 
(in the US armed forces) having or denoting the rank of major general, distinguished by two stars on the uniform.













two-step

 
/ˈto͞o ˌstep/






noun




a round dance with a sliding step in march or polka time.














two-stroke

 
/ˈto͞o ˌstrōk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting an internal combustion engine whose power cycle is completed in one up-and-down movement of the piston.




2.
 
denoting a vehicle having a two-stroke engine.








II.
 
noun




a two-stroke engine or vehicle.

Compare with four-stroke
 .













two-tailed

 
/ˌto͞oˈtāld/






adjective






[Statistics]

 (of a test) testing for deviation from the null hypothesis in both directions.













two-time

 
/ˈto͞o ˌtīm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 deceive or be unfaithful to (a lover or spouse)




•
 
he was two-timing a fiancée back in England.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting someone who has done or experienced something twice




•
 
a two-time winner of the event.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
two-timer

 
/ˈto͞o ˌtīmər /






noun













2.
 
two-timing

 
/ˈto͞otīmiNG /






adjective





















two-tone

 
/ˈto͞o ˌtōn /

 
two-toned






adjective



1.
 
having two different shades or colors




•
 
a two-tone jacket.










2.
 
emitting or consisting of two different sounds, typically alternately and at intervals




•
 
a two-tone pulse signal.



















’twould

 
/two͝od /

 

‹archaic›







contraction




it would.













two-way

 
/ˈto͞o ˈˌwā/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
allowing or involving movement or communication in opposite directions




•
 
a two-way radio




•
 
make the interview a two-way process.










2.
 
involving two participants




•
 
a two-way presidential race.










3.
 
(of a switch) permitting a current to be switched on or off from either of two points.








II.
 
phrases





two-way street






a situation or relationship involving mutual or reciprocal action or obligation




•
 
trust is a two-way street.























two-way mirror

 
/ˈto͞o ˌwā ˈmirər/






noun




a panel of glass that can be seen through from one side but is a mirror on the other.













two-wheel drive






noun




a transmission system in a motor vehicle, providing power to either the front or the rear wheels only.













two-wheeler

 
/ˌto͞oˈ(h)wēlər/






noun




a bicycle or motorcycle.













twp.






abbreviation




township.













TWX






abbreviation




teletypewriter exchange.













TX






abbreviation




Texas (in official postal use).













-ty1






I.
 
suffix




forming nouns denoting quality or condition such as 
beauty

 , 
royalty

 .











– origin

 via Old French from Latin 
-tas

 , 
-tat-

 .






-ty2






I.
 
suffix




denoting specified groups of ten




•
 
forty




•
 
ninety.

















– origin

 Old English 
-tig

 .





tychism

 
/ˈtīkˌizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that account must be taken of the element of chance in reasoning or explanation of the universe.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
tukhē

 ‘chance’ + -ism
 .





tycoon

 
/tīˈko͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wealthy, powerful person in business or industry




•
 
a newspaper tycoon.










2.
 
a title applied by foreigners to the shogun of Japan in power between 1857 and 1868.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Japanese 
taikun

 ‘great lord.’





tying

 
/ˈtīiNG/






present participle of tie
 .









tying-up

 
/ˈtīiNGəp/






noun




another term for azoturia
 in horses.













tyke

 
/tīk /

 
tike





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a small child




•
 
is the little tyke up to his tricks again?










2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Canadian)

 an initiation level of sports competition for young children




•
 
tyke hockey.










3.
 


‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an unpleasant or coarse man.




4.
 
a dog, especially a mongrel.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 and 
sense

 3): from Old Norse 
tík

 ‘bitch.’





Tylenol

 
/ˈtīləˌnôl, -ˌnäl/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 trademark for acetaminophen
 .













Tyler

 
/ˈtīlər/






an industrial city in eastern Texas, noted for its roses; pop. 97,705 (est. 2008).









Tyler, Anne






(1941–), US writer. Her novels include 
The Accidental Tourist

 (1985), 
Breathing Lessons

 (1988), 
Ladder of Years

 (1995), and 
A Patchwork Planet

 (1998).









Tyler, John






(1790–1862), 10th president of the US 1841–45. A Virginia Whig, he served as US congressman 1817–21, governor of Virginia 1825–27, US senator 1827–36, and US vice president 1841. He succeeded to the presidency upon the death of President William H. Harrison. Noted for securing the annexation of Texas (1845), throughout his political career he advocated states' rights. His alliance with Southern Democrats on this issue accentuated the divide between North and South prior to the Civil War.









Tyler, Wat






(died 1381), English leader of the Peasants' Revolt of 1381. He captured Canterbury and went on to take London and secure Richard II's concession to the rebels' demands, which included the lifting of the newly imposed poll tax. He was killed by royal supporters.










tylopod

 
/ˈtīləˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an even-toed ungulate mammal of a group that comprises the camels, llamas, and their extinct relatives. They are distinguished by bearing their weight on the sole-pads of the feet rather than on the hoofs, and they do not chew the cud.

[Suborder 
Tylopoda

 , order 
Artiodactyla

 : family 
Camelidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Tylopoda

 , from Greek 
tulos

 ‘knob’ or 
tulē

 ‘callus, cushion’ + 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘foot.’





tylosin

 
/ˈtīləˌsin/






noun




an antibiotic that is routinely fed to livestock as a growth promoter and that may contribute to antibiotic resistance in humans.













tympan

 
/ˈtimpən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in letterpress printing) a layer of packing, typically of paper, placed between the platen and the paper to be printed to equalize the pressure over the whole forme.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 another term for tympanum
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent. (
sense

 1): from French 
tympan

 or Latin 
tympanum

 (see tympanum
 ). 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 18th cent.





tympana

 
/ˈtimpənə/






plural form of tympanum
 .









tympanic

 
/timˈpanik/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 of, relating to, or having a tympanum.




2.
 
resembling or acting like a drumhead.













tympanic bone






noun






[Zoology]

 a small bone supporting the tympanic membrane in some vertebrates.













tympanic membrane






noun




a membrane forming part of the organ of hearing, which vibrates in response to sound waves. In humans and other higher vertebrates it forms the eardrum, between the outer and middle ear.














tympanites

 
/ˌtimpəˈnīdēz/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 swelling of the abdomen with air or gas.








II.
 
derivatives





tympanitic

 
/-ˈnitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via late Latin from Greek 
tumpanitēs

 , from 
tumpanon

 (see tympanum
 ).






tympanum

 
/ˈtimpənəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the tympanic membrane or eardrum.




2.
 


[Entomology]

 a membrane covering the hearing organ on the leg or body of some insects, sometimes adapted (as in cicadas) for producing sound.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a drum.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 a vertical recessed triangular space forming the center of a pediment, typically decorated.




5.
 
a triangular space over a door between the lintel and the arch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek 
tumpanon

 ‘drum,’ based on 
tuptein

 ‘to strike.’





tympany

 
/ˈtimpənē/





I.
 
noun




another term for tympanites
 (used esp. in veterinary medicine).











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Greek 
tumpanias

 , from 
tumpanon

 (see tympanum
 ).





Tyndall, John

 
/ˈtindəl/






(1820–93), Irish physicist. He is best known for his work on heat but he also worked on the transmission of sound and the scattering of light by suspended particles.









Tyne

 
/tīn/






a river in northeastern England, formed by the confluence of two headstreams, the North Tyne, which rises in the Cheviot Hills, and the South Tyne, which rises in the northern Pennines. It flows east and enters the North Sea at Tynemouth.









typ.






abbreviation



1.
 
typographer.




2.
 
typographic.




3.
 
typographical.




4.
 
typography.














type

 
/tīp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a category of people or things having common characteristics




•
 
this type of heather grows better in a drier habitat




•
 
blood types.










2.
 
a person, thing, or event considered as a representative of a type




•
 
it's not the type of car I'd want my daughter to drive




•
 
I'm an adventurous type.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a person of a specified character or nature




•
 
professor types in tweed.










4.
 
(
one's type

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 the sort of person one likes or finds attractive




•
 
she's not really my type.










5.
 


[Linguistics]

 an abstract category or class of linguistic item or unit, as distinct from actual occurrences in speech or writing.

Contrasted with token
 .




6.
 
a person or thing symbolizing or exemplifying the ideal or defining characteristics of something




•
 
she characterized his witty sayings as the type of modern wisdom.










7.
 
an object, conception, or work of art serving as a model for subsequent artists.




8.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 an organism or taxon chosen as having the essential characteristics of its group.




9.
 
short for type specimen
 .




10.
 
printed characters or letters




•
 
bold or italic type.










11.
 
a piece of metal with a raised letter or character on its upper surface, for use in letterpress printing.




12.
 
the pieces of metal used in letterpress printing collectively.




13.
 
a design on either side of a medal or coin.




14.
 


[Theology]

 a foreshadowing in the Old Testament of a person or event of the Christian tradition.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
write (something) on a typewriter or computer by pressing the keys




•
 
he 
typed out

 the second draft




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I am learning how to type.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 determine the type to which (a person or their blood or tissue) belongs




•
 
the kidney was typed.










3.
 
short for typecast
 .








III.
 
phrases





in type








[Printing]

 composed and ready for printing.












IV.
 
derivatives





typal

 
/-pəl /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘symbol, emblem’): from French, or from Latin 
typus

 , from Greek 
tupos

 ‘impression, figure, type,’ from 
tuptein

 ‘to strike.’ The use in printing dates from the early 18th cent.; the general sense ‘category with common characteristics’ arose in the mid 19th cent.





-type






suffix




(forming adjectives) resembling or having the characteristics of a specified thing




•
 
the dish-type radio telescope




•
 
a champagne-type fizzy wine.



















Type A






noun




a personality type characterized by ambition, high energy, and competitiveness, and thought to be susceptible to stress and heart disease.













Type B






noun




a personality type characterized as easygoing and thought to have low susceptibility to stress.














typecast

 
/ˈtīpˌkast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be typecast

 )


1.
 
assign (an actor or actress) repeatedly to the same type of role, as a result of the appropriateness of their appearance or previous success in such roles




•
 
he tends to be typecast as the caring, intelligent male.










2.
 
represent or regard (a person or their role) as a stereotype




•
 
people are not as likely to be typecast by their accents as they once were.




















typeface

 
/ˈtīpˌfās/






noun






[Printing]

 a particular design of type.













type founder

 
/ˈtīp ˌfoundər/





I.
 
noun






[Printing]

 a designer and maker of metal type.








II.
 
derivatives





type foundry

 
/ˈtīp ˌfoundrē /






noun





















type locality






noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the place in which a type specimen was found.




2.
 


[Geology]

 a place where deposits regarded as defining the characteristics of a particular geological formation or period occur.













type metal






noun






[Printing]

 an alloy of lead, tin, and antimony, used for casting type.













typescript

 
/ˈtīpˌskript/






noun




a typed copy of a text.













typeset

 
/ˈtīpset/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
arrange the type or process the data for (text that is to be printed).








II.
 
derivatives





typesetting

 
/ˈtīpˌsediNG /






noun





















typesetter

 
/ˈtīpˌsedər/






noun



1.
 


[Printing]

 a person who typesets text.




2.
 


[Printing]

 a typesetting machine.













type species






noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the particular species on which the description of a genus is based and with which the genus name remains associated during any taxonomic revision.














type specimen






noun






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 the specimen, or each of a set of specimens, on which the description and name of a new species is based.

See also holotype
 , syntype
 .













typewriter

 
/ˈtīpˌrīdər/





I.
 
noun




an electric, electronic, or manual machine with keys for producing printlike characters one at a time on paper inserted around a roller.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
typewriting

 
/ˈtīpˌrīdiNG /






noun













2.
 
typewritten

 
/ˈtīpˌritn /






adjective





















typhlitis

 
/tiˈflīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the cecum.








II.
 
derivatives





typhlitic

 
/-ˈlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
tuphlon

 ‘cecum or blind gut’ (from 
tuphlos

 ‘blind’) + -itis
 .






typhoid

 
/ˈtīˌfoid /

 
typhoid fever





I.
 
noun




an infectious bacterial fever with an eruption of red spots on the chest and abdomen and severe intestinal irritation.

[Typhoid is caused by the bacterium 
Salmonella typhi

 ; Gram-negative rods.]








II.
 
derivatives





typhoidal

 
/tīˈfoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from typhus
 + -oid
 .





Typhoid Mary





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a transmitter of undesirable opinions, sentiments, or attitudes.











– origin

 the nickname of 
Mary

 Mallon (see Mallon, Mary
 ), an Irish-born cook who transmitted typhoid fever in the US.





typhoon

 
/tīˈfo͞on/





I.
 
noun




a tropical storm in the region of the Indian or western Pacific oceans.








II.
 
derivatives





typhonic

 
/-ˈfänik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: partly via Portuguese from Arabic 
ṭūfān

 (perhaps from Greek 
tuphōn

 ‘whirlwind’); reinforced by Chinese dialect 
tai fung

 ‘big wind.’






typhus

 
/ˈtīfəs/





I.
 
noun




an infectious disease caused by rickettsiae, characterized by a purple rash, headaches, fever, and usually delirium, and historically a cause of high mortality during wars and famines. There are several forms, transmitted by vectors such as lice, ticks, mites, and rat fleas.

Also called spotted fever
 .








II.
 
derivatives





typhous

 
/ˈtīfəs /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
tuphos

 ‘smoke, stupor,’ from 
tuphein

 ‘to smoke.’






typical

 
/ˈtipik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having the distinctive qualities of a particular type of person or thing




•
 
a typical day




•
 
a typical example of 1930s art deco




•
 
typical symptoms.










2.
 
characteristic of a particular person or thing




•
 
he brushed the incident aside with typical good humor.










3.
 


‹informal›

 showing the characteristics expected of or popularly associated with a particular person, situation, or thing




•
 
“Typical woman!” John said disapprovingly.










4.
 
representative as a symbol; symbolic




•
 
the pit is typical of hell.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
typicality

 
/ˌtipiˈkalitē /






noun













2.
 
typically

 
/ˈtipik(ə)lē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
typically, she showed no alarm




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a typically British stiff upper lip

























– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
typicalis

 , via Latin from Greek 
tupikos

 , from 
tupos

 (see type
 ).





typify

 
/ˈtipəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be characteristic or a representative example of




•
 
tough, low-lying vegetation typifies this arctic area.










2.
 
represent; symbolize




•
 
the sun typified the Greeks, and the moon the Persians.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
typification

 
/ˌtipəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
typifier






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
typus

 (see type
 ) + -fy
 .





typing

 
/ˈtīpiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action or skill of writing something by means of a typewriter or computer




•
 
they learned shorthand and typing




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
typing errors.










2.
 
writing produced by typing




•
 
five pages of typing.



















typist

 
/ˈtīpəst/






noun




a person who is skilled in using a typewriter or computer keyboard, especially one who is employed for this purpose.













typo

 
/ˈtīpō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a typographical error.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.





typo.






abbreviation



1.
 
typographer.




2.
 
typographic.




3.
 
typographical.




4.
 
typography.













typography

 
/tīˈpäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the style and appearance of printed matter.




2.
 
the art or procedure of arranging type or processing data and printing from it.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
typographer

 
/tīˈpäɡrəfər /






noun













2.
 
typographic

 
/ˌtīpəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
typographical

 
/ˌtīpəˈɡrafəkəl /






adjective













4.
 
typographically

 
/ˌtīpəˈɡrafək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
typographie

 or modern Latin 
typographia

 (see type
 , -graphy
 ).





typology

 
/tīˈpäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a classification according to general type, especially in archaeology, psychology, or the social sciences




•
 
a typology of Saxon cremation vessels.










2.
 
study or analysis using typology.




3.
 
the study and interpretation of types and symbols, originally especially in the Bible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
typological

 
/ˌtīpəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
typologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (
sense

 2): from Greek 
tupos

 ‘type’ + -logy
 .





Tyr

 
/tir /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the god of battle, identified with Mars, after whom Tuesday is named.









tyramine

 
/ˈtīrəˌmēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound that occurs naturally in cheese and other foods and can cause dangerously high blood pressure in people taking a monoamine oxidase inhibitor.

[An amine related to tyrosine; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OH)CH2
 CH2
 NH2
 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
tyr(osine)

 + amine
 .





tyrannical

 
/təˈranək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exercising power in a cruel or arbitrary way




•
 
her father was portrayed as tyrannical and unloving.










2.
 
characteristic of tyranny; oppressive and controlling




•
 
a momentary quieting of her tyrannical appetite.














II.
 
derivatives





tyrannically

 
/təˈranək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
tyrannique

 , via Latin from Greek 
turannikos

 , from 
turannos

 (see tyrant
 ).





tyrannicide

 
/təˈranəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of a tyrant.




2.
 
the killer of a tyrant.








II.
 
derivatives





tyrannicidal

 
/təˌranəˈsīdl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
tyrannicida

 ‘killer of a tyrant,’ 
tyrannicidium

 ‘killing of a tyrant’ (see tyrant
 , -cide
 ).





tyrannize

 
/ˈtirəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
rule or treat (someone) despotically or cruelly




•
 
she tyrannized her family




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he 
tyrannizes over

 the servants.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
tyranniser

 , from 
tyran

 ‘tyrant.’





tyrannosaur

 
/təˈranəˌsôr /

 
tyrannosaurus





I.
 
noun




a very large bipedal carnivorous dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period, with powerful jaws and small clawlike front legs.

[Family 
Tyrannosauridae

 , infraorder 
Carnosauria

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 : several species, in particular 
Tyrannosaurus rex

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
turannos

 ‘tyrant’ + 
sauros

 ‘lizard,’ on the pattern of 
dinosaur

 .





tyrannulet

 
/təˈranyələt/





I.
 
noun




a small tropical American bird of the tyrant flycatcher family, typically with drab grayish or greenish plumage.

[Family 
Tyrannidae

 : several genera and many species.]











– origin

 diminutive based on modern Latin 
Tyrannus

 (genus name), from Greek 
turannos

 ‘tyrant.’





tyranny

 
/ˈtirənē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cruel and oppressive government or rule




•
 
people who survive war and escape tyranny




•
 
the removal of the regime may be the end of a tyranny.










2.
 
a nation under cruel and oppressive government.




3.
 
cruel, unreasonable, or arbitrary use of power or control




•
 
she resented his rages and his tyranny




•
 


‹figurative›

 the tyranny of the nine-to-five day




•
 
his father's tyrannies.










4.
 
(especially in ancient Greece) rule by one who has absolute power without legal right.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
tyrannous

 
/ˈtirənəs /






adjective













2.
 
tyrannously

 
/ˈtirənəslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
tyrannie

 , from late Latin 
tyrannia

 , from Latin 
turannus

 (see tyrant
 ).






tyrant

 
/ˈtīrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cruel and oppressive ruler




•
 
the tyrant was deposed by popular demonstrations.










2.
 
a person exercising power or control in a cruel, unreasonable, or arbitrary way




•
 
her father was a tyrant and a bully.










3.
 
(especially in ancient Greece) a ruler who seized power without legal right.




4.
 
a tyrant flycatcher.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, via Latin from Greek 
turannos

 .





tyrant flycatcher





I.
 
noun




a New World perching bird that resembles the Old World flycatchers in behavior, typically with brightly colored plumage.

[Family 
Tyrannidae

 : many genera and numerous species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: so named because of its aggressive behavior toward other birds approaching its nest.





Tyre

 
/tī(ə)r/





I.
 
a port on the Mediterranean Sea in southern Lebanon; pop. 41,800 (est. 2009). Founded in the 2nd millennium 
BC

 as a colony of Sidon, it was for centuries a Phoenician port and trading center.




II.
 
derivatives





Tyrian

 
/ˈtirēən /






adjective, noun





















tyro

 
/ˈtīrō /

 
tiro





I.
 
noun




a beginner or novice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
tiro

 , medieval Latin 
tyro

 ‘recruit.’





Tyrode's solution

 
/ˈtīrōdz səˌlo͞oSH(ə)n /

 
Tyrode's





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 a type of physiological saline solution.











– origin

 1920s: named after Maurice V. 
Tyrode

 (1878–1930), American pharmacologist.






Tyrol

 
/ˈtirəl tīˈrōl/





I.
 
an Alpine state in western Austria; capital, Innsbruck. The southern part was ceded to Italy after World War I.

German name Tirol
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Tyrolese

 
/ˌtirəˈlēz, ˌtīrə-, -ˈlēs /






adjective, noun





















Tyrolean

 
/ˌtirəˈlēən təˈrōlēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Austrian state of Tyrol or its inhabitants




•
 
an old-fashioned Tyrolean hat.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the Austrian state of Tyrol




•
 
he was a Tyrolean who trained in Italy.



















Tyrone

 
/tīˈrōn/






one of the six counties of Northern Ireland, formerly an administrative area; pop. 180,700 (est. 2007); chief town, Omagh.









tyrosinase

 
/ˈtīrəsənās tīˈräsənās ˈtīrəsəˌnāz ˈtirəsəˌnāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a copper-containing enzyme that catalyzes the formation of quinones from phenols and polyphenols (e.g., melanin from tyrosine).











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from tyrosine
 + -ase
 .






tyrosine

 
/ˈtīrəˌsēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a hydrophilic amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins and is important in the synthesis of some hormones.

[Chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (OH)CH2
 CH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
turos

 ‘cheese’ + -ine
 4
 .





Tyrrhenian

 
/təˈrēnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the Tyrrhenian Sea or the surrounding region.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 Etruscan.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an Etruscan.













Tyrrhenian Sea

 
/təˈrēnēən sē/






a part of the Mediterranean Sea between mainland Italy and the islands of Sicily and Sardinia.









Tyson, Mike

 
/ˈtīsən/






(1966–), US heavyweight boxing champion; full name 
Michael Gerald Tyson

 .









Tyumen

 
/tyo͞oˈmen/






a city in west Siberian Russia, in the eastern foothills of the Ural Mountains; pop. 560,000 (est. 2008). Founded in 1586, it is thought to be one of the oldest cities in Siberia.









tyuyamunite

 
/ˌtyo͞oyəˈmo͞onīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellowish earthy mineral that is an ore of uranium. It consists of a hydrated vanadate of calcium and uranium.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
Tyuya Muyun

 , the name of a Kyrgyz village, + -ite
 1
 .





Tzara, Tristan

 
/ˈtsärə/






(1896–1963), French poet, born in Romania; born 
Samuel Rosenstock

 . One of the founders of the Dada movement in 1916, he wrote its manifestos. His poetry, with its continuous flow of unconnected images, helped form the basis for surrealism.









tzatziki

 
/tsäˈtsēkē /

 
tzatziki sauce





I.
 
noun




a sauce of Greek origin, made from yogurt, garlic, and cucumbers.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: modern Greek, from Turkish 
cacık

 .





tzedakah

 
/tsiˈdôkə, tsədäˈkä/





I.
 
noun




(among the Jews) charitable giving, typically seen as a moral obligation.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
ṣĕḏāqāh

 ‘righteousness.’





Tzeltal

 
/(t)selˈtäl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people inhabiting parts of southern Mexico.




2.
 
the Mayan language of the Tzeltal.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tzeltal or their language.











– origin

 Spanish name of one of the three regions of the Mexican state of Chiapas, of uncertain origin.





tzigane

 
/(t)siˈɡän/





I.
 
noun




a Hungarian Gypsy.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Hungarian 
c(z)igány

 .





T-zone

 
/ˈtēzōn/





I.
 
noun




the central part of a person's face, including the forehead, nose, and chin, especially as having oilier skin than the rest of the face.











– origin

 
T

 designating the shape of the area defined.





Tzotzil

 
/ˈtsōtsēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of southern Mexico.




2.
 
the Mayan language of the Tzotzil.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Tzotzil or their language.











– origin

 the name in Tzotzil.





Tzu-po

 
/tso͞oˈpō/






variant of Zibo
 .









u





I.
 
abbreviation






[Physics]

 denoting quantum states or wave functions that change sign on inversion through the origin.

[from German 
ungerade

 ‘odd.’]








II.
 
symbol

 — [in 
combination

 ]


1.
 
(in units of measurement) micro- (106
 )




•
 
direct readout of concentration in ug or mg/l.

















– origin

 substituted for mu
 .





U1


 
/yo͞o /

 
u






noun



1.
 
the twenty-first letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after T in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(
U

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital U, especially a cross section


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
U-shaped glaciated valleys.



















U2


 
/yo͞o/





I.
 
symbol




the chemical element uranium.








II.
 
abbreviation




(also 
u

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 you




•
 
what will u do next?




















U3


 
/yo͞o/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of language or social behavior) characteristic of or appropriate to the upper social classes




•
 
U manners.

















– origin

 abbreviation of upper class
 ; coined in 1954 by Alan S. C. Ross, professor of linguistics, the term was popularized by its use in Nancy Mitford's 
Noblesse Oblige

 (1956).





U4


 
/o͞o/






noun




a Burmese title of respect before a man's name, equivalent to Mr




•
 
U Thien San.



















UAE






abbreviation




United Arab Emirates.













UAV





I.
 
noun




an unmanned aerial vehicle (an aircraft piloted by remote control or onboard computers)




•
 
within sixty minutes of reaching a launch site, the UAV can be assembled and launched




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a UAV enthusiast piloted his camera-equipped drone.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.






Ubanghi Shari

 
/(y)o͞oˈbaNGɡē ˈSHärē, -ˈbäNG-/






former name (until 1958) of Central African Republic
 .









Ubangi River

 
/(y)o͞oˌbaNGɡē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 660 miles (1,060 km) from the border of the Central African Republic and the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire), along the border of the latter with Congo, to join the Congo River, of which it is the chief northern tributary.









uber-

 
/ˈo͞obər /

 
über-





I.
 
combining form




denoting an outstanding or supreme example of a particular kind of person or thing




•
 
an uberbabe




•
 
the uberregulator.

















– origin

 German 
über

 ‘over,’ after Übermensch
 .






Übermensch

 
/ˈo͞obərˌmenCH, ˈYbər-/





I.
 
noun




the ideal superior man of the future who could rise above conventional Christian morality to create and impose his own values, originally described by Nietzsche in 
Thus Spake Zarathustra

 (1883–85).

Also called superman
 , overman
 .











– origin

 German, literally ‘superhuman person.’





-ubility






suffix




forming nouns from or corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-uble

 (such as 
solubility

 from 
soluble

 ).














ubiquinone

 
/yo͞oˈbikwəˌnōn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of compounds that occur in all living cells and that act as electron-transfer agents in cell respiration. They are substituted quinones.











– origin

 1950s: blend of ubiquitous
 and quinone
 .





ubiquitin

 
/yo͞oˈbikwidən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound found in living cells that plays a role in the degradation of defective and superfluous proteins. It is a single-chain polypeptide.











– origin

 1970s: from ubiquitous
 + -in
 1
 .






ubiquitous

 
/yo͞oˈbikwədəs/





I.
 
adjective




present, appearing, or found everywhere




•
 
his ubiquitous influence was felt by all the family




•
 
cowboy hats are ubiquitous among the male singers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ubiquitously






adverb













2.
 
ubiquitousness

 
/yo͞oˈbikwədəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
ubiquity

 
/yo͞oˈbikwədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
ubiquitas

 (from Latin 
ubique

 ‘everywhere,’ from 
ubi

 ‘where’) + -ous
 .





-uble





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
(forming adjectives) able to




•
 
voluble.










2.
 
able to be




•
 
soluble.







Compare with -able
 .











– origin

 from French, from Latin 
-ubilis

 .





-ubly






suffix




forming adverbs corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-uble

 (such as 
volubly

 corresponding to 
voluble

 ).













U-boat

 
/ˈyo͞o ˌbōt/





I.
 
noun




a German submarine used in World War I or World War II.











– origin

 Word War I: from German 
U-Boot

 , abbreviation of 
Unterseeboot

 ‘undersea boat.’





ubuntu

 
/ˌo͝oˈbo͝on(t)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




a quality that includes the essential human virtues; compassion and humanity.











– origin

 Xhosa and Zulu.





u.c.






abbreviation




uppercase.













Ucayali River

 
/ˌo͞okəˌyälē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 1,000 miles (1,600 km) through central and northern Peru to join the Marañón River to form the Amazon River.









UCC






abbreviation




Uniform Commercial Code.













udder

 
/ˈədər/





I.
 
noun




the mammary gland of female cattle, sheep, goats, horses, and related ungulates, a baglike organ with two or more teats hanging near the hind legs.








II.
 
derivatives





uddered






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]
 —


















– origin

 Old English 
ūder

 ; related to Dutch 
uier

 and German 
Euter

 .





Udmurtia

 
/ˌo͝odˈmo͝orSHə/






an autonomous republic in central Russia; pop. 1,527,800 (est. 2009); capital, Izhevsk. Also called 
Udmurt Republic

 .









udon

 
/ˈo͞odän/





I.
 
noun




(in Japanese cooking) wheat pasta made in thick strips.











– origin

 Japanese.





UEFA

 
/ˌyo͞oˈāfə/






abbreviation




Union of European Football Associations, the governing body of soccer in Europe.













Ufa

 
/o͝oˈfä/






the capital of Bashkiria, in the Ural Mountains, in southwestern Russia; pop. 1,021,500 (est. 2008).










UFO

 
/ˌyo͞o ˌef ˈō/





I.
 
noun




a mysterious object seen in the sky for which, it is claimed, no orthodox scientific explanation can be found.











– origin

 1950s: acronym from 
unidentified flying object

 .





ufology

 
/yo͞oˈfäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of UFOs.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ufological

 
/ˌyo͞ofəˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
ufologist

 
/yo͞oˈfäləjəst /






noun





















Uganda

 
/yo͞oˈɡandə/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in East Africa; pop. 32,369,600 (est. 2009); capital, Kampala; languages, English (official), Swahili, and other languages.





Ethnically and culturally diverse, Uganda became a British protectorate in 1894 and an independent Commonwealth of Nations state in 1962. The country was ruled 1971–79 by dictator Idi Amin, who came to power after an army coup. His overthrow, with Tanzanian military support, was followed by several years of conflict, partly resolved in 1986 by the formation of a government under President Yoweri Museveni.




II.
 
derivatives





Ugandan

 
/yo͞oˈɡandən /






adjective, noun





















Ugarit

 
/ˈ(y)o͞oɡərit, (y)o͞oˈɡärit/





I.
 
an ancient port and Bronze Age trading city in northern Syria. Its people spoke a Semitic language written in a distinctive cuneiform alphabet.




II.
 
derivatives





Ugaritic

 
/(y)o͞oɡəˈritik /






adjective, noun





















UGC






abbreviation




user-generated content.













Ugg boot

 
/ˈəɡ ˌbo͞ot /

 
Ugh boot





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of soft sheepskin boot originating in Australia.




•
 
a music video set in Marrakesh with models dancing in bare midriffs and Ugg boots.

















– origin

 1960s (as 
Ugh boot

 ): probably named after 
Ugh

 , a series of cartoon characters.





ugh

 
/əɡ/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express disgust or horror




•
 
Ugh! What's this disgusting object?

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: imitative.





Ugli fruit

 
/ˈəɡlē ˌfro͞ot/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a mottled green and yellow citrus fruit that is a hybrid of grapefruit and tangerine.

[This fruit is obtained from the tree 
Citrus

 × 
tangelo

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 1930s: 
ugli

 , alteration of ugly
 .






ugly

 
/ˈəɡlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unpleasant or repulsive, especially in appearance




•
 
she thought she was ugly and fat




•
 
the ugly sound of a fire alarm




•
 (as 
noun

 
the ugly

 )
 
he instinctively shrinks from the ugly.










2.
 
(of a situation or mood) involving or likely to involve violence or other unpleasantness




•
 
the mood in the room turned ugly.










3.
 
unpleasantly suggestive; causing disquiet




•
 
ugly rumors persisted that there had been a cover-up.










4.
 
morally repugnant




•
 
racism and its most ugly manifestations, racial attacks and harassment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uglification

 
/ˌəɡləfiˈkāSHən /






noun













2.
 
uglify

 
/ˈəɡləˌfī /






verb













3.
 
uglily

 
/-ləlē /






adverb













4.
 
ugliness

 
/ˈəɡlēnis /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
uggligr

 ‘to be dreaded,’ from 
ugga

 ‘to dread.’





ugly American






noun






‹informal›

 an American who behaves offensively when abroad.













ugly duckling

 
/ˈˌəɡlē ˈdəkliNG/





I.
 
noun




a person, especially a child, who turns out to be beautiful or talented against all expectations.











– origin

 from the title of one of Hans Christian Andersen's fairy tales, in which the “ugly duckling” becomes a swan.





Ugrian

 
/ˈ(y)o͞oɡrēən/






adjective




another term for Ugric
 .














Ugric

 
/ˈ(y)o͞oɡrik/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a branch of the Finno-Ugric language family comprising Hungarian and the Ob-Ugric languages.











– origin

 from Russian 
Ugry

 (the name of a people dwelling east of the Urals) + -ic
 .





uh1


 
//





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express hesitation




•
 
“I was just, uh, passing by.”










2.
 
another way of saying huh
 .











– origin

 1960s: imitative.





uh2


 
/ə/





I.
 
adjective




nonstandard spelling of the indefinite article a
 , used to represent black English:




•
 
crabs in uh basket.














II.
 
preposition




nonstandard spelling of of
 , used to represent black English:




•
 
a house full uh young ῾uns.



















UHF






abbreviation




ultrahigh frequency.













uh-huh

 
/ə ˈhə/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express assent or as a noncommittal response to a question or remark




•
 
“Do you understand?” “Uh-huh.”

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





uhlan

 
/o͞oˈlän ˈ(y)o͞olən/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a cavalryman armed with a lance as a member of various European armies.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: via French and German from Polish 
(h)ulan

 , from Turkish 
oğlan

 ‘youth, servant.’






uh-oh

 
/ˈə ˌō/






exclamation




used to express alarm, dismay, or realization of a difficulty




•
 
“Uh-oh! Take cover!”



















uh-uh

 
/ˈʌʌ/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express a negative response to a question or remark.











– origin

 1920s: imitative.





UI






noun




short for user interface
 :




•
 
a cross-platform UI.



















Uighur

 
/ˈwēˌɡo͝or /

 
Uigur
 , Uygur





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of northwestern China, particularly the Xinjiang region, and adjoining areas.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Uighur.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Uighur or their language.











– origin

 the name in Uighur.





uillean pipes

 
/ˈilən, ˈilyən/





I.
 
plural noun




Irish bagpipes played resting on the knee using bellows worked by the elbow, and having three extra pipes on which chords can be played.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Irish 
píob uilleann

 , literally ‘pipe of the elbow.’





uintaite

 
/yo͞oˈin(t)əˌīt/






noun




a pure form of asphalt mined in the Uinta Mountains and used to soften petroleum products, as well as in manufacturing paints and inks.













Uinta Mountains

 
/yo͞oˌintə ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of the Rocky Mountains in northeastern Utah that rises to 13,528 feet (4,123 m) at Kings Peak.









Uist

 
/ˈyo͞oist/






two islands in the Outer Hebrides, 
North Uist

 and 
South Uist

 , that lie to the south of the island of Lewis and Harris.









Uitlander

 
/ˈītˌlandər, ˈāt-, ˈout-/





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 
‹historical›

 a British immigrant living in the Transvaal who was denied citizenship by the Boers for cultural and economic reasons.











– origin

 Afrikaans, from Dutch 
uit

 ‘out’ + 
land

 ‘land.’






Ujiyamada

 
/ˌo͞ojēyäˈmädə/






former name (until 1956) of Ise
 .









Ujjain

 
/ˈo͞ojīn/






a city in west central India, in Madhya Pradesh; pop. 483,300 (est. 2009). It is one of the seven holy cities of Hinduism.










Ujung Pandang

 
/ˈo͞oˌjo͝oNG ˈpänˌdäNG/






the chief seaport in the southwest of the island of Sulawesi in Indonesia; pop. 1,168,300 (est. 2005).

Former name (until 1973) Makassar
 .









UK

 
/ˌyo͞o ˈkā/






abbreviation




United Kingdom.













ukase

 
/yo͞oˈkās/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edict of the Russian government




•
 
Tsar Alexander I issued his famous ukase unilaterally decreeing the North Pacific Coast Russian territory.










2.
 
an arbitrary command




•
 
defying the publisher in the very building from which he had issued his ukase.

















– origin

 from Russian 
ukaz

 ‘ordinance, edict,’ from 
ukazatʹ

 ‘to show, decree.’





uke

 
/yo͞ok/






noun






‹informal›

 short for ukulele
 .













ukiyo-e

 
/ˌo͞okē(y)ōˈā, ˈyo͞okē(y)ōˈā/





I.
 
noun




a school of Japanese art depicting subjects from everyday life, dominant in the 17th–19th centuries.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
ukiyo

 ‘fleeting world’ + 
e

 ‘picture.’





Ukraine

 
/yo͞oˈkrān/





I.
 
a country in eastern Europe, north of the Black Sea; pop. 45,700,400 (est. 2009); capital, Kiev; official language, Ukrainian.





Large portion of Ukraine's current territory formed part of the medieval state of Kievan Rus'. After the breakup of Kievan Rus', instigated by the Mongol invasion, the country was divided for several centuries between the kingdom of Poland, the grand duchy of Lithuania, and the Ottoman Empire, and by the 18th century it had been largely integrated into the Russian Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Briefly independent following the 1917 revolution, Ukraine became one of the original constituent republics (and the third largest) of the USSR. In 1991, on the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Ukraine became an independent republic. / 
– origin

 from Old Russian 
ukraina

 ‘border region,’ from 
u

 ‘at, beside’ + 
kraĭ

 ‘edge, border.’






Ukrainian

 
/yo͞oˈkrānēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Ukraine, or a person of Ukrainian descent.




2.
 
the East Slavic language of Ukraine.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Ukraine, its people, or their language.














ukulele

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈlālē /

 
ukelele





I.
 
noun




a small four-stringed guitar of Hawaiian origin.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Hawaiian, literally ‘jumping flea.’






Ulaanbaatar

 
/o͞oˌlänˈbätər /

 
Ulan Bator






a city in northeastern Mongolia, the capital of the country; pop. 922,100 (est. 2009).

Former name (until 1924) Urga
 .










Ulan-Ude

 
/o͞oˌlän o͞oˈdā/






an industrial city in southern Siberia, in southern Russia, capital of the republic of Buryatia; pop. 340,800 (est. 2008).

Former name (until 1934) Verkhneudinsk
 .










-ular





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives, sometimes corresponding to nouns ending in 
-ule

 (such as 
pustular

 corresponding to 
pustule

 ), but often without diminutive force (as in 
angular

 , 
granular

 ).











– origin

 from Latin 
-ularis

 .





-ularity





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ular

 (such as 
modularity

 corresponding to 
modular

 ).











– origin

 see -ular
 , -ity
 .





ulcer

 
/ˈəlsər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an open sore on an external or internal surface of the body, caused by a break in the skin or mucous membrane that fails to heal.




2.
 
a moral blemish or corrupting influence




•
 
he's a con man with an incurable ulcer called gambling.














II.
 
derivatives





ulcered

 
/ˈəlsərd /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ulcus

 , 
ulcer-

 .





ulcerate

 
/ˈəlsəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
develop into or become affected by an ulcer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ulceration

 
/ˌəlsəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
ulcerative

 
/ˈəls(ə)rədiv /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ulcerat-

 ‘made ulcerous,’ from the verb 
ulcerare

 .





ulcerous

 
/ˈəls(ə)rəs/






adjective




having or constituting an ulcer




•
 
the parasites created ulcerous sores.




















-ule





I.
 
suffix




forming diminutive nouns such as 
capsule

 and 
pustule

 .











– origin

 from Latin 
-ulus

 , 
-ula

 , 
-ulum

 .





ulema

 
/ˈo͞oləˌmä /

 
ulama





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
a body of Muslim scholars recognized as having specialist knowledge of Islamic sacred law and theology.




2.
 
a member of an ulema.











– origin

 from Arabic 
ʿulamā'

 , plural of 
ʿālim

 ‘learned,’ from 
ʿalima

 ‘know.’





-ulence





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-ulent

 (such as 
virulence

 corresponding to 
virulent

 ).











– origin

 see -ulent
 .






-ulent





I.
 
suffix




(forming adjectives) abounding in; full of




•
 
fraudulent




•
 
purulent




•
 
virulent.







Compare with -lent
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
-ulentus

 .





ulexite

 
/yo͞oˈlekˌsīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral occurring on alkali flats as rounded masses of small white crystals. It is a hydrated borate of sodium and calcium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from George L. 
Ulex

 (died 1883), German chemist, + -ite
 1
 .





Ulhasnagar

 
/ˌo͞olhəsˈnəɡər, -ˈnäɡər/






a city in western India, in the state of Maharashtra; pop. 563,800 (est. 2009).









Ulithi

 
/o͞oˈlēTHē/






an atoll in the western Caroline Islands, in the Federated States of Micronesia, site of a US victory over the Japanese in 1944.









ullage

 
/ˈəlij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the amount by which a container falls short of being full.




2.
 
loss of liquid by evaporation or leakage.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
ulliage

 , from Old French 
euillier

 ‘fill up,’ based on Latin 
oculus

 ‘eye’ (with reference to a container's bunghole).





ullage rocket






noun




an auxiliary rocket engine used in weightless conditions to provide sufficient acceleration to maintain the flow of liquid propellant from the fuel tank.













Ulm

 
/o͝olm/






an industrial city on the Danube River in Baden-Württemberg, in southern Germany; pop. 120,900 (est. 2006).










ulna

 
/ˈəlnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the thinner and longer of the two bones in the human forearm, on the side opposite to the thumb.

Compare with radius
 (
sense

 2).




2.
 
the corresponding bone in a quadruped's foreleg or a bird's wing.








II.
 
derivatives





ulnar

 
/ˈəlnər /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the humerus): from Latin; related to ell
 1
 .





U-lock

 
/ˈyo͞oläk/






noun




a mechanism used to secure a bicycle when parked, consisting of a U-shaped bar and crosspiece of hardened steel.














-ulous





I.
 
suffix




forming adjectives such as 
incredulous

 , 
garrulous

 .











– origin

 from Latin 
-ulosus

 , 
-ulus

 .





Ulsan

 
/ˈo͞olsän/






an industrial port on the southern coast of South Korea; pop. 1,126,900 (est. 2008).









ulster

 
/ˈəlstər/





I.
 
noun




a man's long, loose overcoat of rough cloth, typically with a belt at the back.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Ulster
 , where it was originally sold.






Ulster

 
/ˈəlstər/





I.
 
a former province of Ireland, in the north of the island. The nine counties of Ulster are now divided between Northern Ireland (Antrim, Down, Armagh, Londonderry, Tyrone, and Fermanagh) and the Republic of Ireland (Cavan, Donegal, and Monaghan).




II.
 
(in general use) Northern Ireland.









Ulster County

 
/ˌəlstər ˈkoun(t)ē/






a county in southeastern New York, west of the Hudson River, the site of Catskill resorts; pop. 181,670 (est. 2008).









Ulsterman

 
/ˈəlstərmən/






noun




a male native or inhabitant of Ulster




•
 
a masterful display by the Ulsterman.



















Ulsterwoman

 
/ˈəlstərˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female native or inhabitant of Ulster




•
 
this magazine has everything for the modern Ulsterwoman.



















ult.






abbreviation



1.
 
ultimate.




2.
 
ultimo.













ulterior

 
/əlˈtirēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
existing beyond what is obvious or admitted; intentionally hidden




•
 
could there be an 
ulterior motive

 behind his request?










2.
 
beyond what is immediate or present; coming in the future




•
 
ulterior pay promised to the mariners.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘further, more distant.’





ultimata

 
/ˌəltəˈmādə/






plural form of ultimatum
 .










ultimate

 
/ˈəltəmət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
being or happening at the end of a process; final




•
 
their ultimate aim was to force his resignation.










2.
 
being the best or most extreme example of its kind




•
 
the ultimate accolade.










3.
 
basic or fundamental




•
 
the ultimate constituents of anything that exists are atoms.










4.
 


[Physics]

 denoting the maximum possible strength or resistance beyond which an object breaks.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
the ultimate

 )
 — the best achievable or imaginable of its kind




•
 


the ultimate in

 decorative luxury.










2.
 
a final or fundamental fact or principle.




3.
 
(also 
Ultimate

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 short for Ultimate Frisbee
 .








III.
 
derivatives





ultimacy

 
/-məsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
ultimatus

 , past participle of 
ultimare

 ‘come to an end.’






Ultimate Frisbee

 
ultimate frisbee





I.
 
noun




a team sport in which players seek to score points by passing a Frisbee to a teammate over the opposing team's goal line




•
 
accurate throwing is hugely important in Ultimate Frisbee.

















– origin

 1970s: from ultimate
 + Frisbee
 (a proprietary name).





ultimately

 
/ˈəltəmətlē/






adverb



1.
 
finally; in the end




•
 
the largest firms may ultimately become unstoppable.










2.
 
at the most basic level




•
 
ultimately he has only himself to blame.



















ultima Thule

 
/ˌəltəmə ˈto͞olē ˌəltəmə ˈTHo͞olē ˌəltəmə ˈTHo͞ol(ə)/





I.
 
noun




a distant unknown region; the extreme limit of travel and discovery.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘furthest Thule’ (see Thule
 ).






ultimatum

 
/ˌəltəˈmādəm/





I.
 
noun




a final demand or statement of terms, the rejection of which will result in retaliation or a breakdown in relations




•
 
their employers issued an ultimatum demanding an immediate return to work




•
 
a “Marry me or else” ultimatum.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, neuter past participle of 
ultimare

 ‘come to an end.’






ultimo

 
/ˈəltəmō /

 
ult.
 , ulto





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


‹dated›

 of last month




•
 
the 3rd ultimo.







Compare with instant
 , proximo
 .











– origin

 from Latin 
ultimo mense

 ‘in the last month.’





ultimobranchial

 
/ˌəltəmōˈbraNGkēəl/






adjective






[Zoology]

 relating to or denoting a gland in the neck that in many lower vertebrates regulates the calcium level in the body.













ultimogeniture

 
/ˌəltəmōˈjeniCHər, -ˌCHo͝or/






noun






[Law]

 a principle of inheritance in which the right of succession belongs to the youngest son.

Compare with primogeniture
 .













ultisol

 
/ˈəltəˌsäl, -ˌsôl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a highly weathered leached red or reddish-yellow acid soil with a clay-rich B horizon (subsoil), occurring in warm, humid climates.











– origin

 1960s: from ultimate
 + Latin 
solum

 ‘soil.’





ultra

 
/ˈəltrə /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
an extremist.




2.
 
short for ultramarathon
 :




•
 
the best way to tackle an ultra is to divide the race into manageable chunks.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
very; extremely




•
 
the play was not just boring, it was ultra boring.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: an independent usage of ultra-
 , originally as an abbreviation of French 
ultra-royaliste

 .






ultra-

 
/ˈəltrə/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
beyond; on the other side of




•
 
ultramontane.







Often contrasted with cis-
 .




2.
 
extreme; to an extreme degree




•
 
ultramicroscopic




•
 
ultraradical.

















– origin

 from Latin 
ultra

 ‘beyond.’






ultrabasic

 
/ˌəltrəˈbāsik/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting igneous rocks having a silica content less than 45 percent by weight, most of which are also ultramafic.

Compare with ultramafic
 .













ultracareful

 
/ˌəltrəˈkerfəl/






adjective




extremely careful




•
 
we need to be ultracareful with our finances.



















ultracentrifuge

 
/ˌəltrəˈsentrəˌfyo͞oj/





I.
 
noun




a very fast centrifuge used to precipitate large biological molecules from solution or separate them by their different rates of sedimentation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject to the action of an ultracentrifuge.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ultracentrifugal






adjective













2.
 
ultracentrifugation

 
/-ˌsentrəfyo͝oˈɡāSHən, -senˌtrif(y)ə- /






noun





















ultraclean

 
/ˌəltrəˈklēn/






adjective




extremely clean




•
 
an ultraclean home.



















ultraconservative

 
/ˌəltrəkənˈsərvədiv/





I.
 
adjective




extremely conservative in politics or in the observance of religion




•
 
an effort by an ultraconservative faction to limit believers' freedom to follow their consciences.














II.
 
noun




a person who is extremely conservative in politics or religion




•
 
the literature of the well-organized ultraconservatives is more plentiful.














III.
 
derivatives





ultraconservatism

 
/-vəˌtizəm /






noun






















ultradian

 
/əlˈtrādēən/





I.
 
adjective






[Physiology]

 (of a rhythm or cycle) having a period of recurrence shorter than a day but longer than an hour.

Compare with infradian
 .











– origin

 1960s: from ultra-
 ‘beyond’ (being of greater frequency than circadian) + -ian
 .





ultrafiltration

 
/ˌəltrəfilˈtrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




filtration using a medium fine enough to retain colloidal particles, viruses, or large molecules.








II.
 
derivatives





ultrafilter

 
/ˈəltrəˌfiltər /






noun, verb





















ultra-fine






adjective




extremely fine in size, texture, composition, etc.




•
 
the ultra-fine particles emitted by diesel vehicles




•
 
the fiber in merino wool is ultra-fine.



















ultrahigh frequency

 
/ˌəltrəˈhī ˌfrēkwənsē ˈəltrəˌhī ˌfrēkwənsē /

 
UHF






noun




a radio frequency in the range 300 to 3,000 MHz.













ultraism

 
/ˈəltrəˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the holding of extreme opinions.








II.
 
derivatives





ultraist






noun





















ultralight





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈəltrəlīt /



1.
 
extremely lightweight.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəltrəlīt /



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a small, light, single-seater aircraft.














ultramafic

 
/ˌəltrəˈmafik/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting igneous rocks composed chiefly of mafic minerals.

Compare with ultrabasic
 .














ultramarathon

 
/ˈəltrəˌmerəˌTHän/





I.
 
noun




a long-distance running race that is longer than a marathon (which is strictly 26 miles 385 yards/42.195 km)




•
 
the race was his third ultramarathon of 100 miles or more in six weeks




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an avid mountain biker and ultramarathon runner.














II.
 
derivatives





ultramarathoner

 
/ˈəltrəˌmerəˌTHänər /






noun





















ultramarine

 
/ˌəltrəməˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brilliant deep blue pigment originally obtained from lapis lazuli.




2.
 
an imitation of ultramarine, made from powdered fired clay, sodium carbonate, sulfur, and resin.




3.
 
a brilliant deep blue color.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
ultramarinus

 ‘beyond the sea’ with reference to the foreign origin of lapis lazuli.





ultramicroscope

 
/ˌəltrəˈmīkrəˌskōp/






noun




an optical microscope used to detect particles smaller than the wavelength of light by illuminating them at an angle and observing the light scattered by the Tyndall effect against a dark background.













ultramicroscopic

 
/ˌəltrəˌmīkrəˈskäpik/






adjective



1.
 
too small to be seen by an ordinary optical microscope.




2.
 
of or relating to an ultramicroscope.













ultramodern

 
/ˌəltrəˈmädərn/






adjective




incorporating ideas, styles, or techniques only recently developed or available




•
 
a wave of ultramodern architecture.




















ultramontane

 
/ˌəltrəˌmänˈtān ˌəltrəˈmäntān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
advocating supreme papal authority in matters of faith and discipline.

Compare with Gallican
 .




2.
 
situated on the other side of the Alps from the point of view of the speaker.








II.
 
noun




a person advocating supreme papal authority.








III.
 
derivatives





ultramontanism

 
/ˌəltrəˈmän(t)əˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a representative of the Roman Catholic Church north of the Alps): from medieval Latin 
ultramontanus

 , from Latin 
ultra

 ‘beyond’ + 
mons

 , 
mont-

 ‘mountain.’





ultramundane

 
/ˌəltrəmənˈdān/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 existing outside the known world, the solar system, or the universe.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
ultramundanus

 , from 
ultra

 ‘beyond’ + 
mundanus

 (from 
mundus

 ‘world’).





ultranationalism

 
/ˌəltrəˈnaSHənəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun




extreme nationalism that promotes the interest of one state or people above all others




•
 
the Yugoslav president is fanning the flames of ultranationalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ultranationalist






noun, adjective













2.
 
ultranationalistic

 
/-ˌnaSHənəˈlistik /






adjective





















ultraportable

 
/ˌəltrəˈpôrdəb(ə)l/






noun




a type of laptop computer that is very slim and lightweight.













ultrarunning

 
/ˈəltrəˌrəniNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or activity of competing in ultramarathons




•
 
in the world of ultrarunning, women outperforming men isn't surprising.














II.
 
derivatives





ultrarunner

 
/ˈəltrəˌrənər /






noun





















ultrasaurus

 
/ˈəltrəˌsôrəs, ˌəltrəˈsôrəs/





I.
 
noun




a late Jurassic dinosaur related to the brachiosaurus, known from only a few bones but probably the tallest animal ever, and possibly the heaviest at up to 130 tons.

[Genus 
Ultrasaurus

 , infraorder 
Sauropoda

 , order 
Saurischia

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
ultra

 ‘beyond’ + Greek 
sauros

 ‘lizard.’





ultrashort

 
/ˌəltrəˈSHôrt/






adjective




(of radio waves) having a wavelength significantly shorter than that of the usual shortwaves, in particular shorter than 10 meters (i.e., of a VHF frequency above 30 MHz).













ultrasonic

 
/ˌəltrəˈsänik/





I.
 
adjective




of or involving sound waves with a frequency above the upper limit of human hearing.








II.
 
derivatives





ultrasonically

 
/ˌəltrəˈsänək(ə)lē /






adverb






















ultrasonics

 
/ˌəltrəˈsäniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the science and application of ultrasonic waves.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — ultrasonic waves; ultrasound.














ultrasonography

 
/ˌəltrəsəˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a technique using echoes of ultrasound pulses to delineate objects or areas of different density in the body.








II.
 
derivatives





ultrasonographic

 
/əltrəˌsänəˈɡrafik, -ˌsōnə- /






adjective





















ultrasound

 
/ˈəltrəˌsound/






noun



1.
 
sound or other vibrations having an ultrasonic frequency, particularly as used in medical imaging.




2.
 
an ultrasound scan, especially one of a pregnant woman to examine the fetus.













ultrastructure

 
/ˈəltrəˌstrək(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a fine structure, especially within a cell, that can be seen only with the high magnification obtainable with an electron microscope.








II.
 
derivatives





ultrastructural

 
/ˈəltrəˌstrək(t)SHər(ə)l /






adjective





















ultraviolet

 
/ˌəltrəˈvī(ə)lət /

 

‹Physics›






I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of electromagnetic radiation) having a wavelength shorter than that of the violet end of the visible spectrum but longer than that of X-rays.




2.
 
(of equipment or techniques) using or concerned with this radiation




•
 
an ultraviolet telescope.














II.
 
noun




the ultraviolet part of the spectrum; ultraviolet radiation.









Ultraviolet radiation spans wavelengths from about 10 nm to 400 nm and is an important component of sunlight although the ozone layer prevents much of it from reaching the earth's surface. While ultraviolet is necessary for the production of vitamin D2
 in the skin, excessive exposure can be harmful, causing skin cancer and genetic mutation.





ultraviolet lamp






noun




a lamp with a bulb that produces ultraviolet light.













ultra vires

 
/ˌəltrə ˈvīrēz/





I.
 
adjective, adverb






[Law]

 beyond one's legal power or authority


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
jurisdictional errors render the decision ultra vires.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘beyond the powers.’





ulu

 
/ˈo͞olo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a short-handled knife with a broad crescent-shaped blade, used by Eskimo women.











– origin

 Inuit.





ululate

 
/ˈəlyəˌlāt ˈyo͞o(l)yəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
howl or wail as an expression of strong emotion, typically grief




•
 
women were ululating as the body was laid out.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ululant

 
/ˈyo͞o(l)yələnt ˈəlyələnt /






adjective













2.
 
ululation

 
/ˌyo͞o(l)yəˈlāSHən ˌəlyəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
ululat-

 ‘howled, shrieked,’ from the verb 
ululare

 , of imitative origin.






Uluru

 
/ˌo͞oləˈro͞o/






Aboriginal name for Ayers Rock
 .









Ulyanov, Vladimir Ilich

 
/o͞olˈyänəf/






see Lenin, Vladimir Ilich
 .









Ulyanovsk

 
/o͞olˈyänəfsk, -ˌnôfsk/






former name (1924–92) of Simbirsk
 .










Ulysses

 
/yo͞oˈlisēz /

 

‹Roman Mythology›







Roman name for Odysseus
 .









um

 
/əm/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing hesitation or a pause in speech




•
 
anyway, um, where was I?

















– origin

 natural utterance: first recorded in English in the early 17th cent.





umami

 
/o͞oˈmämē/





I.
 
noun




a category of taste in food (besides sweet, sour, salt, and bitter), corresponding to the flavor of glutamates, especially monosodium glutamate.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘deliciousness.’





Umayyad

 
/o͞oˈmīyəd /

 
Omayyad





I.
 
noun




a member of a Muslim dynasty that ruled the Islamic world from 
AD

 660 (or 661) to 750 and Moorish Spain from 756 to 1031. The dynasty claimed descent from Umayya, a distant relative of Muhammad.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Umayyad dynasty.













Umbanda

 
/o͝omˈbändə/





I.
 
noun




a Brazilian folk religion combining elements of macumba, Roman Catholicism, and South American Indian practices.











– origin

 Portuguese.





umbel

 
/ˈəmbəl/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a flower cluster in which stalks of nearly equal length spring from a common center and form a flat or curved surface, characteristic of the parsley family.








II.
 
derivatives





umbellate

 
/ˈəmbəlit, -ˌlāt, ˌəmˈbelit /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete French 
umbelle

 or Latin 
umbella

 ‘sunshade,’ diminutive of 
umbra

 (see umbra
 ).





umbellifer

 
/ˌəmˈbeləfər/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant of the parsley family.

[Family 
Umbelliferae

 : numerous genera and species.]








II.
 
derivatives





umbelliferous

 
/ˌəmbəˈlif(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from obsolete French 
umbellifère

 , from Latin 
umbella

 ‘parasol’ + -
fer

 ‘bearing.’





umber

 
/ˈəmbər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a natural pigment resembling but darker than ocher, normally dark yellowish-brown in color (
raw umber

 ) or dark brown when roasted (
burnt umber

 ).




2.
 
the color of umber.




3.
 
a brownish-gray moth with coloring that resembles tree bark.

[Several species in the family 
Geometridae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
(terre d')ombre

 or Italian 
(terra di) ombra

 , literally ‘(earth of) shadow,’ from Latin 
umbra

 ‘shadow’ or 
Umbra

 (feminine) ‘Umbrian.’





umbilical

 
/ˌəmˈbilək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or affecting the navel or umbilical cord




•
 
the umbilical artery.










2.
 
extremely close; inseparable




•
 
their umbilical attachment to the state.










3.
 
(of a pipe, cable, etc.) connecting someone or something to a source of essential supplies




•
 
our standard dive gear, with 300-foot umbilical hoses.














II.
 
noun




short for umbilical cord
 .








III.
 
derivatives





umbilically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
ombilical

 , or based on Latin 
umbilicus

 (see umbilicus
 ).






umbilical cord

 
/əmˈbilək(ə)l ˌkôːrd/






noun



1.
 
a flexible cordlike structure containing blood vessels and attaching a human or other mammalian fetus to the placenta during gestation.




2.
 
a flexible cable, pipe, or other line carrying essential services or supplies.













umbilicate

 
/ˌəmˈbiləkət ˌəmˈbiləˌkāt/






adjective



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (especially of the cap of a fungus) having a central depression.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a shell) having an umbilicus.













umbilicoplasty

 
/ˌəmˈbilikōˌplastē/






noun




plastic surgery performed on the navel, usu. for cosmetic purposes.














umbilicus

 
/ˌəmˈbilikəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the navel.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a depression or hole at the center of the shell whorls of some gastropod mollusks and many ammonites.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a hole at each end of the hollow shaft of a feather.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin: related to Greek 
omphalos

 , also to navel
 .





umbo

 
/ˈəmbō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the central boss of a shield.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a rounded knob or protuberance.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 the highest point of each valve of a bivalve shell.




4.
 


[Botany]

 a central swelling on the cap of a mushroom or toadstool.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
umbonal

 
/ˈəmbənəl, əmˈbōnəl /






adjective






[chiefly Zoology]















2.
 
umbonate

 
/ˈəmbənit, -ˌnāt /






adjective






[chiefly Botany]





















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘shield boss.’






umbra

 
/ˈəmbrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fully shaded inner region of a shadow cast by an opaque object, especially the area on the earth or moon experiencing the total phase of an eclipse.

Compare with penumbra
 .




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the dark central part of a sunspot.




3.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 shadow or darkness.








II.
 
derivatives





umbral






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a phantom or ghost): from Latin, literally ‘shade.’





umbrage

 
/ˈəmbrij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
offense or annoyance




•
 
she 
took umbrage at

 his remarks.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 shade or shadow, especially as cast by trees.








II.
 
derivatives





umbrageous

 
/ˈəmbrijəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French, from Latin 
umbra

 ‘shadow.’ An early sense was ‘shadowy outline,’ giving rise to ‘ground for suspicion,’ whence the current notion of ‘offense.’





umbrella

 
/ˌəmˈbrelə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device consisting of a circular canopy of cloth on a folding metal frame supported by a central rod, used as protection against rain or sometimes sun.




2.
 
a protecting force or influence




•
 
the American nuclear umbrella over the West.










3.
 
a screen of fighter aircraft or antiaircraft artillery.




4.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — a thing that includes or contains many different elements or parts




•
 
an umbrella organization.










5.
 


[Zoology]

 the gelatinous disk of a jellyfish, which it contracts and expands to move through the water.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
umbrellaed






adjective













2.
 
umbrellalike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian 
ombrella

 , diminutive of 
ombra

 ‘shade,’ from Latin 
umbra

 (see umbra
 ).





umbrella bird

 
umbrellabird






noun




a large tropical American cotinga with black plumage, a radiating crest, and typically long wattles.

[Genus 
Cephalopterus

 , family 
Cotingidae

 : three species.]














umbrella pine






noun



1.
 
another term for stone pine
 .




2.
 
a tall Japanese evergreen conifer related to the redwoods, with leaves growing in umbrellalike whorls.

[
Sciadopitys verticillata

 , family 
Taxodiaceae

 .]













umbrella plant






noun




a tropical Old World sedge that has stiff green stems, each terminating in a whorl of arching green leaflike bracts. It is commonly grown as a houseplant.

[
Cyperus alternifolius (

 or 
involucratus

 ), family 
Cyperaceae

 .]













umbrella stand






noun




a stand for holding closed upright umbrellas.













umbrella tree

 
/ˌəmˈbrelə trē/






noun




either of two small trees or shrubs with leaves or leaflets arranged in umbrellalike whorls.

[● a North American magnolia (
Magnolia tripetala

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 ). ● an Australian plant that is widely grown elsewhere as a houseplant (
Schefflera actinophylla

 , family 
Araliaceae

 ).]













Umbria

 
/ˈəmbrēə/






a region in central Italy, in the valley of the Tiber River; capital, Perugia.









Umbrian

 
/ˈəmbrēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Umbria, its people, or their languages.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Umbria, especially in pre-Roman times.




2.
 
an extinct Italic language of central Italy, related to Oscan and surviving in inscriptions mainly of the 2nd and 1st centuries 
BC

 .













Umbriel

 
/ˈəmbrēəl /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a satellite of Uranus, the thirteenth closest to the planet, discovered in 1851, having a diameter of 739 miles (1,190 km).







– origin

 named after a sprite in 
The Rape of the Lock

 by Alexander Pope.





umiak

 
/ˈo͞omēˌak/





I.
 
noun




an Eskimo open boat made with skin stretched over a wooden frame.











– origin

 from Inuit 
umiaq

 .





umlaut

 
/ˈo͝omˌlout /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mark ( ¨ ) used over a vowel, as in German or Hungarian, to indicate a different vowel quality, usually fronting or rounding.




2.
 
(especially in Germanic languages) the process by which a back vowel becomes front in the context of another front vowel, resulting, e.g., in the differences between modern German 
Mann

 and 
Männer

 or (after loss of the inflection) English 
man

 and 
men

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
modify (a form or a sound) by using an umlaut.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Umlaut

 , from 
um

 ‘about’ + 
Laut

 ‘sound.’





umma

 
/ˈo͝omə /

 
ummah





I.
 
noun




the whole community of Muslims bound together by ties of religion.











– origin

 Arabic, literally ‘people, community.’





Umm al-Qaiwain

 
/ˈo͝om älkīˈwīn, al/






one of the seven member states of the United Arab Emirates; pop. 69,900 (est. 2009).









ump

 
/əmp/





I.
 
noun, verb






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 short for umpire
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.






umpire

 
/ˈəmˌpī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in some sports) an official who watches a game or match closely to enforce the rules and arbitrate on matters arising from the play.




2.
 
a person chosen to arbitrate between contending parties.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as an umpire.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — act as umpire in (a game or match).








III.
 
derivatives





umpirage

 
/ˈəmˌpī(ə)rij /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally as 
noumpere

 ) (denoting an arbitrator): from Old French 
nonper

 ‘not equal.’ The 
n

 was lost by wrong division of 
a noumpere

 ; compare with adder
 .





umpteen

 
/ˌəm(p)ˈtēn /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
cardinal number




indefinitely many; a lot of




•
 
you need umpteen pieces of identification to cash a check.














II.
 
derivatives





umpteenth

 
/ˈˌəm(p)ˈˌtēnTH /






ordinal number



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: humorous formation based on -teen
 .





umrah

 
/ˈo͝omrä/





I.
 
noun




the nonmandatory lesser pilgrimage made by Muslims to Mecca, which may be performed at any time of the year.











– origin

 Arabic 
῾umra

 .






Umtali

 
/o͝omˈtälē/






former name (until 1982) of Mutare
 .









UMTS






abbreviation




Universal Mobile Telephone System.













umu

 
/ˈo͝omo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a Maori oven consisting of a hollow in the earth in which food is cooked on heated stones.











– origin

 Maori.





Umwelt

 
/ˈo͝omvelt/





I.
 
noun




(in ethology) the world as it is experienced by a particular organism.











– origin

 German, literally ‘environment.’





UN

 
/ˌyo͞o ˈen/






abbreviation




United Nations.













’un

 
/ən /

 

‹informal dialect›






I.
 
pronoun




one




•
 
a good ’un




•
 
a wild ’un.

















– origin

 patterned after a contraction.






un-1


 
/ʌn/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
(added to adjectives, participles, and their derivatives) denoting the absence of a quality or state; not




•
 
unabashed




•
 
unacademic




•
 
unrepeatable.










2.
 
the reverse of (usually with an implication of approval or disapproval, or with another special connotation)




•
 
unselfish




•
 
unprepossessing




•
 
unworldly.










3.
 
(added to nouns) a lack of




•
 
unrest




•
 
untruth.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
in-

 and Greek 
a-

 . / 
usage:

 The prefixes 
un-

 and 
non-

 both mean ‘lacking’ or ‘not,’ but there is a distinction in terms of perspective. The prefix 
un-

 tends to be stronger and less neutral than 
non-

 . Consider, for example, the differences between 
unacademic

 and 
nonacademic

 , as in his language was refreshingly unacademic; a nonacademic life suits him.






un-2


 
/ʌn/





I.
 
prefix



1.
 
added to verbs:




2.
 
denoting the reversal or cancellation of an action or state




•
 
untie




•
 
unsettle.










3.
 
denoting deprivation, separation, or reduction to a lesser state




•
 
unmask




•
 
unman.










4.
 
denoting release




•
 
unburden




•
 
unhand.

















– origin

 Old English 
un-

 , 
on-

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ont-

 and German 
ent-

 .





unabashed

 
/ˌənəˈbaSHt/





I.
 
adjective




not embarrassed, disconcerted, or ashamed




•
 
he was unabashed by the furor his words provoked.














II.
 
derivatives





unabashedly

 
/-ˈbaSHədlē /






adverb





















unabated

 
/ˌənəˈbādəd/





I.
 
adjective




without any reduction in intensity or strength




•
 
the storm was raging unabated.














II.
 
derivatives





unabatedly






adverb





















unabating

 
/ˌənəˈbādiNG/






adjective




not weakening or losing intensity




•
 
the wind was unabating




•
 
unabating enthusiasm.



















unable

 
/ˌənˈābəl/






adjective

 — [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
lacking the skill, means, or opportunity to do something




•
 
she was unable to conceal her surprise.



















Unabomber

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌbämər/






the name given by the FBI to Ted Kaczynski, the elusive perpetrator of a series of bombings (1975–1995) in the US that killed three and wounded 23. The victims were mainly academics in technological disciplines, airline executives, and executives in businesses thought to affect the environment.









unabridged

 
/ˌənəˈbrijd/






adjective




(of a text) not cut or shortened; complete




•
 
an unabridged edition.



















unabsorbed

 
/ˌənəbˈzôrbd, -ˈsôrbd/






adjective




not taken in or soaked up; not absorbed




•
 
unabsorbed nutrients.



















unacademic

 
/ˌənakəˈdemik/






adjective



1.
 
not adopting or characteristic of a scholarly approach or language




•
 
his language was refreshingly unacademic.










2.
 
(of a person) not suited or drawn to academic study.













unaccented

 
/ˌənˈakˌsen(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
not spoken with or characterized by a particular accent




•
 
his English is fluent and unaccented.










2.
 
(of a word, syllable, or musical note or chord) not stressed or emphasized




•
 
there may be any number of weak or unaccented syllables in a foot.



















unacceptable

 
/ˌənəkˈseptəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not satisfactory or allowable




•
 
unacceptable behavior.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unacceptability

 
/-ˌseptəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unacceptably

 
/ˌənəkˈseptəblē /






adverb





















unaccommodating

 
/ˌənəˈkäməˌdādiNG/






adjective




not in harmony with the wishes or demands of others; unhelpful.













unaccompanied

 
/ˌənəˈkəmp(ə)nēd/






adjective



1.
 
having no companion or escort




•
 
no unaccompanied children allowed.










2.
 
(of a piece of music) sung or played without instrumental accompaniment




•
 
an unaccompanied violin elegy.










3.
 
(of a state, condition, or event) taking place without something specified taking place at the same time




•
 
the political change was unaccompanied by social change.



















unaccomplished

 
/ˌənəˈkämpliSHt/






adjective



1.
 
showing little skill.




2.
 
not carried out.













unaccountable

 
/ˌənəˈkoun(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be explained




•
 
a strange and unaccountable fact.










2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) unpredictable and strange.




3.
 
(of a person, organization, or institution) not required or expected to justify actions or decisions; not responsible for results or consequences.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unaccountability

 
/ˌənəˌkoun(t)əˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unaccountably

 
/ˌənəˈkoun(t)əblē /






adverb





















unaccounted

 
/ˌənəˈkoun(t)əd/






adjective

 — (
unaccounted for

 )


1.
 
not included in (an account or calculation) through being lost or disregarded




•
 
a substantial amount of money is unaccounted for.



















unaccredited

 
/ˌənəˈkredədəd/






adjective




not recognized as having attained an acceptable standard




•
 
a mail-order degree from an unaccredited correspondence school.



















unaccustomed

 
/ˌənəˈkəstəmd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not familiar or usual; out of the ordinary




•
 
they finished their supper with unaccustomed speed.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unaccustomed to

 )
 — not familiar with or used to




•
 
the visitors were unaccustomed to country roads.














II.
 
derivatives





unaccustomedly






adverb





















unachievable

 
/ˌənəˈCHēvəbəl/






adjective




(of an aim or objective) too difficult to be achieved




•
 
an unachievable political goal.



















unacknowledged

 
/ˌənəkˈnälijd/






adjective



1.
 
existing or having taken place but not accepted, recognized, or admitted to




•
 
her unacknowledged feelings.










2.
 
(of a person or their work) deserving but not receiving praise or recognition.














una corda

 
/ˌo͞onə ˈkôrdə /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) using the soft pedal on a piano.








II.
 
noun




a device in a piano that shifts the mechanism slightly to one side when the soft pedal is depressed, so that the hammers do not strike all of the strings when sounding each note and the tone is therefore quieter.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘one string.’





unacquainted

 
/ˌənəˈkwān(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
(of two or more people) not having met before; not knowing each other.




2.
 
(
unacquainted with

 )
 — having no experience of or familiarity with




•
 
I regret that I am unacquainted with the place.



















unadapted

 
/ˌənəˈdaptəd/






adjective




not adapted




•
 
animals unadapted for surviving shocks.



















unaddressed

 
/ˌənəˈdrest/






adjective



1.
 
not considered or dealt with




•
 
wider questions remain unaddressed.










2.
 
(of a letter or other item sent in the mail) having no address written or printed on it.













unadjusted

 
/ˌənəˈjəstəd/






adjective




(especially of figures or statistics) not adjusted or refined




•
 
the unadjusted jobless total increased last month.



















unadorned

 
/ˌənəˈdôrnd/






adjective




not adorned; plain.













unadulterated

 
/ˌənəˈdəltəˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not mixed or diluted with any different or extra elements; complete and absolute




•
 
pure, unadulterated jealousy.










2.
 
(of food or drink) having no inferior added substances; pure




•
 
unadulterated whole-milk yogurt.



















unadventurous

 
/ˌənadˈven(t)SHərəs/





I.
 
adjective




not offering, involving, or eager for new or stimulating things




•
 
he was the unadventurous type




•
 
an unadventurous menu.














II.
 
derivatives





unadventurously

 
/ˌənadˈven(t)SH(ə)rəslē /






adverb





















unadvertised

 
/ˌənˈadvərˌtīzd/






adjective




existing or taking place without being made public.













unadvisable

 
/ˌənədˈvīzəbəl/






adjective




likely to have unfortunate consequences; unwise.













unadvisedly

 
/ˌənədˈvīzidlē/






adverb




in an unwise or rash manner




•
 
they enter into nothing lightly or unadvisedly.



















unaesthetic

 
/ˌənesˈTHedik/






adjective



1.
 
not visually pleasing; unattractive.




2.
 
not motivated by aesthetic principles.













unaffected

 
/ˌənəˈfektəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing no effects or changes




•
 
the walks are suitable only for people who are unaffected by vertigo.










2.
 
(of a person) without artificiality or insincerity




•
 
his manner was natural and unaffected.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unaffectedly

 
/ˌənəˈfektədlē /






adverb













2.
 
unaffectedness

 
/ˌənəˈfektədnəs /






noun





















unaffiliated

 
/ˌənəˈfilēˌādəd/






adjective




not officially attached to or connected with an organization or group.













unaffordable

 
/ˌənəˈfôrdəb(ə)l/






adjective




too expensive to be afforded by the average person




•
 
medical care has become unaffordable.



















unafraid

 
/ˌənəˈfrād/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
feeling no fear or anxiety




•
 
she was calm and unafraid.



















unaided

 
/ˌənˈādəd/






adjective




needing or having no assistance; without help




•
 
she can no longer walk unaided.



















unaired

 
/ˌənˈerd/






adjective



1.
 
not exposed to the open air for ventilation.




2.
 
not previously broadcast




•
 
the original unaired pilot episode.



















unalarmed

 
/ˌənəˈlärmd/






adjective



1.
 
not anxious or concerned




•
 
they are remarkably uncomplaining and unalarmed




•
 
he is unalarmed by the periodic press frenzies.










2.
 
not fitted with an alarm




•
 
an unalarmed fire exit door.



















Unalaska

 
/ˌənəˈlaskə/






an island in the eastern Aleutian Islands of Alaska, on which the naval base of Dutch Harbor and the city of Unalaska (pop. 3,532; est. 2008) are the chief settlements.









unalienable

 
/ˌənˈālēənəbəl/






adjective




another term for inalienable
 .













unaligned

 
/ənəˈlīnd/






adjective



1.
 
not placed or arranged in a straight line, in parallel, or in correct relative positions.




2.
 
not allied with or giving support to a particular organization or cause.













unalike

 
/ˌənəˈlīk/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more things) differing from each other; not similar




•
 
they are unalike in personality.



















unalleviated

 
/ˌənəˈlēvēˌādəd/






adjective




not alleviated; relentless




•
 
a time of unalleviated misery.



















unallocated

 
/ənˈaləkādəd/






adjective




(of resources or duties) not yet allocated




•
 
$2.8m of the state's stimulus funds remained unallocated.



















unalloyed

 
/ˌənəˈloid/






adjective



1.
 
(of metal) not alloyed; pure




•
 
unalloyed copper.










2.
 
(chiefly of emotions) complete and unreserved




•
 
unalloyed delight.



















unalterable

 
/ˌənˈôlt(ə)rəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be changed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unalterableness

 
/ˌənˈôlt(ə)rəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
unalterably

 
/ˌənˈôlt(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















unaltered

 
/ˌənˈôltərd/






adjective




remaining the same; unchanged




•
 
many buildings survive unaltered.



















unaltering

 
/ˌənˈôlt(ə)riNG/






adjective




not changing; remaining the same




•
 
people who come to confession with an unaltering list of sins.



















unambiguous

 
/ˌənamˈbiɡyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective




not open to more than one interpretation




•
 
instructions should be unambiguous.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unambiguity

 
/ˌənˌambəˈɡyo͞oədē /






noun













2.
 
unambiguously

 
/ˌənamˈbiɡyəwəslē /






adverb





















unambitious

 
/ˌənamˈbiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not motivated or driven by a strong desire or determination to succeed.




2.
 
(of a plan or piece of work) not involving anything new, exciting, or demanding.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unambitiously

 
/ˌənamˈbiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unambitiousness

 
/ˌənamˈbiSHəsnəs /






noun





















unamenable

 
/ˌənəˈmēnəbəl ˌənəˈmenəbəl/






adjective




not responsive to suggestion or persuasion; difficult to persuade or control




•
 
the protesters were 
unamenable to

 rational debate.



















un-American

 
/ˌənəˈmerəkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in accordance with American characteristics




•
 
such un-American concepts as subsidized medicine.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹chiefly historical›

 contrary to the interests of the US and therefore treasonable.








II.
 
derivatives





un-Americanism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun





















Unami

 
/o͞oˈnämē/





I.
 
noun




see Delaware
 2
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 the name in Unami.





unamused

 
/ˌənəˈmyo͞ozd/






adjective




not responding in a positive way to something intended to be amusing; feeling somewhat annoyed or disapproving




•
 
she was unamused by some of the things written about her.



















unanalyzable

 
/ˌənˌanəˈlīzəb(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 unanalysable






adjective




not able to be explained or interpreted through methodical examination




•
 
unanalyzable recorded data.



















unanalyzed

 
/ˌənˈanlˌīzd /

 


‹Brit.›

 unanalysed






adjective




not revealed, explained, or interpreted through methodical examination.













unanchored

 
/ənˈaNGkərd/






adjective




not anchored or securely fixed.













unaneled

 
/ˌənəˈnēld/






adjective






‹archaic›

 having died without receiving extreme unction; not anointed.













Unani

 
/yo͞oˈnänē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a system of medicine practiced in parts of India, thought to be derived via medieval Muslim physicians from Byzantine Greece. It is sometimes contrasted with the Ayurvedic system.











– origin

 from Arabic 
Yūnāni

 ‘Greek.’





unanimated

 
/ˌənˈanəmādəd/






adjective



1.
 
lacking excitement or vitality; dull




•
 
his unanimated rhetorical style




•
 
he was very dry and unanimated.










2.
 
(of an image) not moving; still




•
 
the backgrounds are simple, unanimated, and monochrome.



















unanimity

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈnimədē/






noun




agreement by all people involved; consensus




•
 
there is almost complete unanimity on this issue.



















unanimous

 
/yo͞oˈnanəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of two or more people) fully in agreement




•
 
the doctors were unanimous in their diagnoses.










2.
 
(of an opinion, decision, or vote) held or carried by everyone involved.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
unanimus

 (from 
unus

 ‘one’ + 
animus

 ‘mind’) + -ous
 .





unanimously

 
/yo͞oˈnanəməslē/






adverb




without opposition; with the agreement of all people involved




•
 
a bipartisan law passed unanimously by Congress.



















unannounced

 
/ˌənəˈnounst/






adjective



1.
 
not made known; not publicized




•
 
the company has justified its recent unannounced addition of chlorine to its water.










2.
 
without previous notice or arrangement and therefore unexpected




•
 
he arrived unannounced.



















unanswerable

 
/ˌənˈans(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unable to be answered




•
 
unanswerable questions concerning our own mortality.










2.
 
unable to be disclaimed or proved wrong




•
 
the case for abolishing the fee is unanswerable.














II.
 
derivatives





unanswerably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unanswered

 
/ˌənˈansərd/






adjective




not answered or responded to




•
 
unanswered letters.



















unanticipated

 
/ˌənanˈtisəˌpādəd/






adjective




not expected or predicted.













unapologetic

 
/ˌənəˌpäləˈjedik/





I.
 
adjective




not acknowledging or expressing regret




•
 
he remained unapologetic about his decision.














II.
 
derivatives





unapologetically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unapparent

 
/ˌənəˈparənt/






adjective




not visible or in evidence.













unappealable

 
/ˌənəˈpēləbəl/






adjective






[Law]

 (of a case or ruling) not able to be referred to a higher court for review.













unappealing

 
/ˌənəˈpēliNG/





I.
 
adjective




not inviting or attractive




•
 
the company faces some unappealing choices.














II.
 
derivatives





unappealingly






adverb





















unappeasable

 
/ˌənəˈpēzəbəl/






adjective




not able to be pacified, placated, or satisfied.













unappetizing

 
/ˌənˈapəˌtīziNG/





I.
 
adjective




not inviting or attractive; unwholesome.








II.
 
derivatives





unappetizingly






adverb





















unappreciated

 
/ˌənəˈprēSHēˌādəd/






adjective




not fully understood, recognized, or valued




•
 
she had been brought up in a family where she felt unappreciated and undervalued.




















unappreciative

 
/ˌənəˈprēSH(ē)ədiv/






adjective




not fully understanding, recognizing, or valuing something




•
 
one daughter of an unappreciative mother says, “Nothing I ever did for her was enough.”



















unapproachable

 
/ˌənəˈprōCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or institution) not welcoming or friendly.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a place) remote and inaccessible.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unapproachability

 
/-ˌprōCHəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unapproachably

 
/ˌənəˈprōCHəblē /






adverb





















unappropriated

 
/ˌənəˈprōprēˌādəd/






adjective




not allocated, assigned, or taken into possession




•
 
vacant and unappropriated land.



















unapproved

 
/ˌənəˈpro͞ovd/






adjective




not officially accepted or sanctioned




•
 
they deposit waste on unapproved sites.




















unarguable

 
/ˌənˈärɡy(o͞o)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not open to disagreement; indisputable




•
 
unarguable proof of conspiracy.














II.
 
derivatives





unarguably

 
/ˌənˈärɡy(o͞o)əblē /






adverb





















unarmed

 
/ˌənˈärmd/






adjective




not equipped with or carrying weapons




•
 
he was shooting unarmed civilians.



















unarticulated

 
/ˌənärˈtikyəˌlādəd/






adjective




not mentioned or coherently expressed




•
 
repressed hurt and previously unarticulated anger are explored.



















unary

 
/ˈyo͞onərē/






adjective




(especially of a mathematical operation) consisting of or involving a single component or element.













unashamed

 
/ˌənəˈSHāmd/





I.
 
adjective




expressed or acting openly and without guilt or embarrassment




•
 
an unashamed emotionalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unashamedly

 
/ˌənəˈSHām(i)dlē /






adverb













2.
 
unashamedness

 
/-ˈSHām(i)dnis /






noun





















unasked

 
/ˌənˈas(k)t/






adjective



1.
 
(of a question) not asked.




2.
 
(often 
unasked for

 )
 — not sought or requested




•
 
unasked-for advice




•
 
the memories he had poured unasked into her head.



















unaspirated

 
/ˌənˈaspəˌrādəd/






adjective






[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) not aspirated.













unassailable

 
/ˌənəˈsāləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be attacked, questioned, or defeated




•
 
an unassailable lead.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unassailability

 
/-ˌsāləˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unassailably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unassertive

 
/ˌənəˈsərdiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not having or showing a confident and forceful personality.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unassertively






adverb













2.
 
unassertiveness






noun





















unassigned

 
/ˌənəˈsīnd/





I.
 
adjective




not allocated or set aside for a specific purpose




•
 
as cell phones proliferate, the number of unassigned numbers is being exhausted.














II.
 
derivatives





unassignable

 
/ˌənəˈsīnəb(ə)l /






adjective





















unassimilated

 
/ˌənəˈsiməˌlādəd/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a people, an idea, or a culture) not absorbed or integrated into a wider society or culture.








II.
 
derivatives





unassimilable

 
/-ləbəl /






adjective





















unassisted

 
/ˌənəˈsistəd/






adjective



1.
 
not helped by anyone or anything




•
 
medically unassisted births




•
 
I could never find the place unassisted.










2.
 
(of a play in a team sport) done by one player, without an assist from another player




•
 
he made two unassisted tackles.



















unassociated

 
/ˌənəˈsōsēˌādəd/






adjective




not connected or associated




•
 
the issue is being raised by thousands of unassociated individuals.



















unassuaged

 
/ˌənəˈswājd/





I.
 
adjective




not soothed or relieved




•
 
her unassuaged grief.














II.
 
derivatives





unassuageable

 
/-əˈswājəbəl /






adjective





















unassuming

 
/ˌənəˈso͞omiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not pretentious or arrogant; modest




•
 
he was an unassuming and kindly man.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unassumingly

 
/ˌənəˈs(y)o͞omiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unassumingness






noun





















unattached

 
/ˌənəˈtaCHt/






adjective



1.
 
not working for or belonging to a particular body or organization.




2.
 
not married or having an established partner; single.













unattainable

 
/ˌənəˈtānəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be reached or achieved




•
 
an unattainable goal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unattainableness






noun













2.
 
unattainably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unattempted

 
/ˌənəˈtem(p)təd/






adjective




not previously attempted or embarked upon; untried.













unattended

 
/ˌənəˈtendəd/






adjective



1.
 
not noticed or dealt with




•
 
her behavior went unnoticed and 
unattended to

 .










2.
 
not supervised or looked after




•
 
it is not acceptable for parents to leave children unattended at that age.



















unattested

 
/ˌənəˈtestid/






adjective



1.
 
not existing in any documented form




•
 
if a will contains unattested changes, the changes will be disregarded




•
 
although large masonry instruments were not unattested in the world, they were constructed infrequently.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting a form or usage or pronunciation of a word for which there is no evidence




•
 
logically possible but unattested word-formation.



















unattractive

 
/ˌənəˈtraktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not pleasing or appealing to look at.




2.
 
having no inviting or beneficial features




•
 
if the revised bid is unattractive, it may not be accepted.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unattractively

 
/ˌənəˈtraktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
unattractiveness

 
/ˌənəˈtraktivnəs /






noun





















unattributed

 
/ˌənəˈtribyədəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a quotation, story, or work of art) not ascribed to any source; of unknown or unpublished provenance.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unattributable

 
/-yətəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
unattributably

 
/-yətəblē /






adverb





















unaudited

 
/ˌənˈôdədəd/






adjective




(of financial accounts) not having been officially examined.













unauthentic

 
/ˌənôˈTHen(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




not made or done in a way that reflects tradition or faithfully resembles an original.








II.
 
derivatives





unauthentically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unauthenticated

 
/ˌənôˈTHen(t)əˌkādəd/






adjective




not proven or validated




•
 
an unauthenticated report.



















unauthorized

 
/ˌənˈôTHəˌrīzd/






adjective




not having official permission or approval




•
 
unauthorized access to the computer system.



















unavailable

 
/ˌənəˈvāləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be used or obtained; not at someone's disposal




•
 
material that is 
unavailable to

 the researcher.










2.
 
(of a person) not free to do something; otherwise occupied




•
 
the men were 
unavailable for

 work.














II.
 
derivatives





unavailability






noun





















unavailing

 
/ˌənəˈvāliNG/





I.
 
adjective




achieving little or nothing; ineffective




•
 
their efforts were unavailing.














II.
 
derivatives





unavailingly

 
/ˌənəˈvāliNGlē /






adverb





















unavoidable

 
/ˌənəˈvoidəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be avoided, prevented, or ignored; inevitable




•
 
the natural and unavoidable consequences of growing old.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unavoidability

 
/-ˌvoidəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unavoidably

 
/ˌənəˈvoidəblē /






adverb





















unawakened

 
/ˌənəˈwākənd/






adjective




not aware of or roused to particular sensations or feelings.














unaware

 
/ˌənəˈwer/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
having no knowledge of a situation or fact




•
 
they were 
unaware of

 his absence.














II.
 
adverb




variant of unawares
 .








III.
 
derivatives





unawareness

 
/ˌənəˈwernəs /






noun






















unawares

 
/ˌənəˈwerz /

 
unaware





I.
 
adverb




without being aware of a situation




•
 
it will be flagged so that people don't stumble on it unawares.














II.
 
phrases





catch (or take) someone unawares






take someone by surprise




•
 
this morning she caught me unawares before I'd had a single cup of coffee.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from unaware
 + -s
 3
 .





unbacked

 
/ˌənˈbakt/






adjective



1.
 
having no financial, material, or moral support.




2.
 
(of a horse) having no backers in a race.




3.
 
having no backing layer




•
 
unbacked hessian.



















unbalance

 
/ˌənˈbaləns/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone or something) unsteady so that they tip or fall.




2.
 
upset or disturb the equilibrium of (a state of affairs or someone's state of mind)




•
 
this sharing can often unbalance even the closest of relationships.














II.
 
noun




a lack of symmetry, balance, or stability.













unbalanced

 
/ˌənˈbalənst/






adjective



1.
 
not keeping or showing an even balance; not evenly distributed.




2.
 
(of a person) emotionally or mentally disturbed.




3.
 
(of an account) not giving accurate, fair, or equal coverage to all aspects; partial




•
 
this may give an unbalanced impression of the competition.



















unban

 
/ˌənˈban/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a ban on (a person, group, or activity).













unbanked

 
/ˌənˈbaNGkt/






adjective




not served by a bank or similar financial institution




•
 
we know from our own research that there are still 250,000 people in the country who are unbanked.



















unbar

 
/ˌənˈbär/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the bars from (a gate or door); unlock.













unbearable

 
/ˌənˈberəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be endured or tolerated




•
 
the heat was getting unbearable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unbearableness

 
/ˌənˈberəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













2.
 
unbearably

 
/ˌənˈberəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
it was unbearably hot



























unbeatable

 
/ˌənˈbēdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be defeated or exceeded in a contest or commercial market




•
 
the shop sells bikes at unbeatable prices.










2.
 
extremely good; outstanding




•
 
views from the patio are unbeatable.














II.
 
derivatives





unbeatably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unbeaten

 
/ˌənˈbētn/






adjective




not defeated or surpassed




•
 
they were the only team to remain unbeaten.



















unbeautiful

 
/ˌənˈbyo͞odəfəl/





I.
 
adjective




without beauty.








II.
 
derivatives





unbeautifully






adverb





















unbecoming

 
/ˌənbəˈkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of clothing or a color) not flattering




•
 
a stout lady in an unbecoming striped sundress.










2.
 
(of a person's attitude or behavior) not fitting or appropriate; unseemly




•
 
it was 
unbecoming for

 a university to do anything so crass as advertising its wares.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unbecomingly






adverb













2.
 
unbecomingness






noun





















unbefitting

 
/ˌənbəˈfidiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not appropriate; unsuitable




•
 
unbefitting conduct.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unbefittingly






adverb













2.
 
unbefittingness






noun





















unbegotten

 
/ˌənbəˈɡätn/






adjective






‹archaic›

 not brought into existence by the process of reproduction.













unbeknown

 
/ˌənbəˈnōn /

 
unbeknownst





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
unbeknown to

 )


1.
 
without the knowledge of (someone)




•
 
unbeknown to me, she made some inquiries.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + archaic 
beknown

 ‘known.’





unbelief

 
/ˌənbəˈlēf/






noun



1.
 
lack of religious belief; an absence of faith.




2.
 
another term for disbelief
 .













unbelievable

 
/ˌənbəˈlēvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be believed; unlikely to be true




•
 
unbelievable or not, it happened.










2.
 
so great or extreme as to be difficult to believe; extraordinary




•
 
your audacity is unbelievable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unbelievability

 
/-ˌlēvəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unbelievably

 
/ˌənbəˈlēvəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
he worked unbelievably long hours



























unbeliever

 
/ˌənbəˈlēvər/






noun




someone who has no religious beliefs, or who does not follow a particular religion.













unbelieving

 
/ənbəˈlēviNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not believing someone or something; incredulous




•
 
Drew could only stand there, wide-eyed and unbelieving.










2.
 
having no religious beliefs, or not following a particular religion




•
 
they were to preach to the unbelieving people.














II.
 
derivatives





unbelievingly

 
/ˌənbəˈlēviNGlē /






adverb





















unbelt

 
/ˌənˈbelt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove or undo the belt of (a garment)




•
 
he unbelted his kimono.



















unbelted

 
/ˌənˈbeltəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a garment) without a belt.




2.
 
(of a person) not wearing a belt, in particular a vehicle seat belt.













unbend

 
/ˌənˈbend/






verb



1.
 
make or become straight from a bent or twisted form or position


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I had trouble unbending my cramped knees




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he unbent from the cockpit as she passed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become less reserved, formal, or strict




•
 
you could be fun too, you know, if you'd only unbend a little.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 unfasten (sails) from yards or stays.




4.
 
untie or cast loose (a rope or cable).













unbendable

 
/ˌənˈbendəbəl/






adjective



1.
 
not able to be bent; stiff




•
 
unbendable ski poles.










2.
 
not able to be changed or adapted




•
 
rigid, unbendable rules




•
 
obeying his commands with unbendable allegiance.



















unbending

 
/ˌənˈbendiNG/





I.
 
adjective




strict and austere in one's behavior or attitudes




•
 
they were unbending in their demands




•
 
his unbending iron will.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unbendingly






adverb













2.
 
unbendingness






noun





















unbiased

 
/ˌənˈbīəst/






adjective




showing no prejudice for or against something; impartial.













unbiblical

 
/ˌənˈbiblək(ə)l/






adjective




not found in, authorized by, or based on the Bible.













unbiddable

 
/ˌənˈbidəbəl/






adjective



1.
 
not easily controlled; unruly or disobedient.




2.
 
(of a card, suit, or hand) that cannot be bid or bid on




•
 
some hands would be unbiddable if we applied that rule to them.



















unbidden

 
/ˌənˈbidn/






adjective



1.
 
without having been commanded or invited




•
 
unbidden guests.










2.
 
(especially of a thought or feeling) arising without conscious effort




•
 
unbidden tears came to his eyes.




















unbind

 
/ˌənˈbīnd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release from bonds or restraints.













unbirthday

 
/ˌənˈbərTHdā/





I.
 
noun






‹humorous›

 any day except one's birthday


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
an unbirthday present.

















– origin

 1871: coined by Lewis Carroll in 
Through the Looking Glass

 .





unbleached

 
/ˌənˈblēCHt/






adjective




(especially of paper or cloth) not made whiter or lighter by a chemical process




•
 
unbleached cotton.



















unblemished

 
/ˌənˈblemiSHt/






adjective




not damaged or marked in any way; perfect.













unblessed

 
/ˌənˈblest /

 
unblest






adjective




not blessed




•
 
unblessed food




•
 
a desolate and unblest extent of buffalo-grass.



















unblind

 
/ˌənˈblīnd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
conduct (a test or experiment) in such a way that it is not blind.













unblinking

 
/ˌənˈbliNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their gaze or eyes) not blinking.




2.
 
(of an assessment or account) direct, thorough, and honest




•
 
they have helped him paint an unblinking portrait of the man and the writer.














II.
 
derivatives





unblinkingly

 
/ˌənˈbliNGkiNGlē /






adverb





















unblock

 
/ˌənˈbläk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove an obstruction from (something, especially a pipe or drain)




•
 
balloon catheters are used to unblock occluded arteries.










2.
 
restore access to or the use of (email or a website or mobile phone)




•
 
crooks are using software to unblock the phones so they can be resold.














II.
 
derivatives





unblocker

 
/ˌənˈbläkər /






noun





















unblushing

 
/ˌənˈbləSHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not feeling or showing embarrassment or shame.








II.
 
derivatives





unblushingly

 
/ˌənˈbləSHiNGlē /






adverb





















unbolt

 
/ˌənˈbōlt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
open (a door or window) by drawing back a bolt.













unbolted

 
/ˌənˈbōltəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a door or window) not bolted.




2.
 
(of flour, etc.) not sifted.













unborn

 
/ˌənˈbôrn/






adjective




(of a baby) not yet born




•
 
the sound of an unborn baby's heartbeat




•
 


‹figurative›

 without training, your full talent remains unborn




•
 [as 
plural noun

 ]
 
the side with the most power will determine how America treats its unborn.



















unbosom

 
/ˌənˈbo͝ozəm/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 disclose (one's thoughts or secrets)




•
 
she 
unbosomed herself

 to a trusty female friend.



















unbothered

 
/ˌənˈbäT͟Hərd/






adjective




showing or feeling a lack of concern about or interest in something




•
 
she was unbothered by the mess in the sink.



















unbound1


 
/ˌənˈbound/






adjective



1.
 
not bound or tied up




•
 
her hair was unbound




•
 


‹figurative›

 they were unbound by convention.










2.
 
(of printed sheets) not bound together.




3.
 
(of a book) not provided with a proper or permanent cover.




4.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Physics]

 not held by a chemical bond, gravity, or other physical force




•
 
unbound electrons.



















unbound2


 
/ˌənˈbound/






past and past participle of unbind
 .









unbounded

 
/ˌənˈboundəd/





I.
 
adjective




having or appearing to have no limits




•
 
the possibilities are unbounded.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unboundedly

 
/ˌənˈboundədlē /






adverb













2.
 
unboundedness

 
/ˌənˈboundədnəs /






noun





















unbowed

 
/ˌənˈboud/






adjective




not having submitted to pressure or demands




•
 
they are unbowed by centuries of colonial rule.



















unbox

 
/ˌənˈbäks/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (something, especially a newly purchased product) from a box or other packaging




•
 
my wife hasn't even unboxed her new phone—it's been 20 hours since it arrived!




•
 
she wandered among the stalls and watched the produce being unboxed.



















unboxed

 
/ˌənˈbäkst/






adjective




not or no longer enclosed or packaged in a box




•
 
the farmers' market offers the promise of farm-ripened foods: unboxed, unprocessed, and unbranded




•
 
I've purchased several unboxed cosmetics items from the site and I've never had a problem.



















unboxing

 
/ˌənˈbäksiNG/






noun




an act or instance of removing a newly purchased product from its packaging and examining its features, typically when filmed and shared on a social media site




•
 
you might want to take a look at the first two videos: we've included an unboxing, so you'll see how your smartphone would arrive




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the unboxing video is around 15 minutes long.



















unbrace

 
/ˌənˈbrās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a support from.













unbraid

 
/ˌənˈbrād/






verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — untie (something braided)




•
 
she may never unbraid her hair in the soft candlelight of a shared bedroom.



















unbranded

 
/ˌənˈbrandəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a product) not bearing a brand name




•
 
unbranded computer systems.










2.
 
(of livestock) not branded with the owner's mark.













unbreachable

 
/ˌənˈbrēCHəbəl/






adjective




not able to be breached or overcome




•
 
a virtually unbreachable position.



















unbreakable

 
/ˌənˈbrākəb(ə)l/






adjective




not liable to break to be break easily




•
 
plastic bottles that are essentially unbreakable




•
 
an unbreakable code.



















unbridgeable

 
/ˌənˈbrijəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a gap or difference) not able to be bridged or made less significant




•
 
a seemingly unbridgeable cultural abyss.



















unbridle

 
/ˌənˈbrīdl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the bridle from (a horse or mule)




•
 
learn how to bridle and unbridle a horse.










2.
 
release from restraint


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the forces of the world capitalist market were unbridled and spread quickly.



















unbridled

 
/ˌənˈbrīdld/






adjective




uncontrolled; unconstrained




•
 
a moment of unbridled ambition




•
 
unbridled lust.



















unbroken

 
/ˌənˈbrōkən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not broken, fractured, or damaged




•
 
an unbroken glass.










2.
 
not interrupted or disturbed; continuous




•
 
a night of sleep unbroken by nightmares.










3.
 
(of a record) not surpassed




•
 
a 13-year unbroken record of increasing profits.










4.
 
(of a horse) not tamed or accustomed to being ridden.




5.
 
(of land) not cultivated.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unbrokenly






adverb













2.
 
unbrokenness






noun





















unbuckle

 
/ˌənˈbək(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten the buckle of (something, especially a belt).













unbuild

 
/ˌənˈbild/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
demolish or destroy (something, especially a building or system).




2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
unbuilt

 )
 — (of buildings or land) not yet built or built on




•
 
a slope of unbuilt land.



















unbundle

 
/ˌənˈbəndl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
market or charge for (items or services) separately rather than as part of a package.




2.
 
split (a company or conglomerate) into its constituent businesses, especially before selling them off.








II.
 
derivatives





unbundler






noun





unbundle
 (
sense

 2)





















unburden

 
/ˌənˈbərdn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
relieve (someone) of something that is causing anxiety or distress




•
 
the need to 
unburden yourself to

 someone who will listen.



















unburdened

 
/ˌənˈbərdnd/






adjective




not burdened or encumbered




•
 
they are unburdened by expectations of success.



















unburied

 
/ənˈberēd/






adjective




(especially of a dead body) not buried.













unburned

 
/ˌənˈbərnd /

 
unburnt






adjective



1.
 
not damaged or destroyed by fire.




2.
 
(of energy sources) not used or consumed




•
 
unburned calories.










3.
 
(especially of bricks) not exposed to heat in a kiln.













unbury

 
/ˌənˈbərē/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (something) from under the ground.













unbuttered

 
/ˌənˈbədərd/






adjective




not spread or coated with butter




•
 
a meal of weak tea and unbuttered toast.



















unbutton

 
/ˌənˈbətn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten the buttons of (a garment).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 relax and become less inhibited




•
 
unbutton a little, Molly.



















uncage

 
/ˌənˈkāj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release from a cage




•
 
they had forgotten to uncage the two black owls.










2.
 
free from constraint; liberate




•
 
uncage your potential.



















uncaged

 
/ˌənˈkājd/






adjective




released from or not confined in a cage.













uncalculated

 
/ˌənˈkalkyəˌlādəd/






adjective




(of an action) done without full consideration of the likely consequences




•
 
a hasty, uncalculated decision.



















uncalled

 
/ˌənˈkôld/






adjective



1.
 
not summoned or invited.




2.
 
(
uncalled for

 )
 — (especially of a person's behavior) undesirable and unnecessary




•
 
uncalled-for remarks.



















uncanny

 
/ˌənˈkanē/





I.
 
adjective




strange or mysterious, especially in an unsettling way




•
 
an uncanny feeling that she was being watched.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncannily

 
/ˌənˈkanəlē /






adverb













2.
 
uncanniness

 
/ˌənˈkanēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally Scots in the sense ‘relating to the occult, malicious’): from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + canny
 .





uncanny valley





I.
 
noun




used in reference to the phenomenon whereby a computer-generated figure or humanoid robot bearing a near-identical resemblance to a human being arouses a sense of unease or revulsion in the person viewing it




•
 
anyone attempting to build a believable human facsimile also has to beware of the uncanny valley.

















– origin

 1970s: from a translation of Japanese 
bukimi no tani

 , coined by the roboticist Masahiro Moti, who created a graph that plotted the emotional response of a human being to a robot against the increase in the perceived realism of a robot; the graph showed a significant dip at the point where the robot's resemblance to a human is perceived to be almost exact.





uncap

 
/ˌənˈkap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the lid or cover from.




2.
 
remove a limit or restriction on (a price, rate, or amount).













uncared

 
/ˌənˈkerd/






adjective

 — (
uncared for

 )


1.
 
not looked after properly




•
 
it was sad to see the old place uncared for and neglected




•
 
he grinned, showing surprisingly uncared-for teeth.



















uncaring

 
/ˌənˈkeriNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not displaying sympathy or concern for others




•
 
an uncaring father.










2.
 
not feeling interest in or attaching importance to something




•
 
she fled out into the weather, 
uncaring of

 the rain.














II.
 
derivatives





uncaringly






adverb





















Uncas

 
/ˈəNGkəs/






(c.1588–1683) chief of the Mohegan Indians in what is now eastern Connecticut. He fought on the side of the British colonists in the Pequot War 1637 and King Philip's War 1675–76.









uncase

 
/ˌənˈkās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove from a cover or case.













uncashed

 
/ənˈkaSHd/






adjective




(of a check, lottery ticket, etc.) not converted to cash.













uncataloged

 
/ənˈkatlˌôɡd /

 
uncatalogued






adjective




(of a book, document, etc.) not yet cataloged.













uncatchable

 
/ˌənˈkaCHəbəl/






adjective




not able to be caught, caught up to, or captured.













unceasing

 
/ˌənˈsēsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not coming to an end; continuous




•
 
the unceasing efforts of the staff.














II.
 
derivatives





unceasingly

 
/ˌənˈsēsiNGlē /






adverb





















uncelebrated

 
/ˌənˈseləˌbrādəd/






adjective




not publicly acclaimed




•
 
an uncelebrated but indispensable role.



















uncensored

 
/ˌənˈsensərd/






adjective




not censored.













unceremonious

 
/ˌənserəˈmōnēəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a lack of courtesy; rough or abrupt.




•
 
he was known for his strong views and unceremonious manners.




•
 
they make their unceremonious exit from the window.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unceremoniously

 
/ˌənserəˈmōnēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unceremoniousness






noun





















uncertain

 
/ˌənˈsərtn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be relied on; not known or definite




•
 
an uncertain future.










2.
 
(of a person) not completely confident or sure of something




•
 
I was uncertain how to proceed.














II.
 
phrases





in no uncertain terms






clearly and forcefully




•
 
she refused me, in no uncertain terms.


















III.
 
derivatives





uncertainly

 
/ˌənˈsərt(ə)nlē /






adverb





















uncertainty

 
/ˌənˈsərtn(t)ē/






noun



1.
 
the state of being uncertain




•
 
times of uncertainty and danger.










2.
 
(usu. 
uncertainties

 )
 — something that is uncertain or that causes one to feel uncertain




•
 
financial uncertainties.




















uncertainty principle

 
/ˌənˈsərtntē ˈprinsəpəl/






noun






[Physics]

 the principle that the momentum and position of a particle cannot both be precisely determined at the same time.













uncertified

 
/ˌənˈsərdəfīd/






adjective



1.
 
not officially recognized as having a certain status or meeting certain standards




•
 
uncertified accountants.










2.
 
not attested or confirmed in a formal statement.













unchain

 
/ˌənˈCHān/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the chains fastening or securing (someone or something).













unchallengeable

 
/ˌənˈCHalənjəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be disputed, opposed, or defeated




•
 
the unchallengeable truth of these basic facts.














II.
 
derivatives





unchallengeably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unchallenged

 
/ˌənˈCHalənjd/






adjective



1.
 
not disputed or questioned




•
 
the report's findings did not 
go unchallenged

 .










2.
 
(especially of a person in power) not opposed or defeated




•
 
a position of unchallenged supremacy.










3.
 
not called on to prove one's identity or allegiance




•
 
they walked unchallenged into a hospital and stole a baby.



















unchallenging

 
/ˌənˈCHalənjiNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a task or situation) not testing one's abilities




•
 
my job was unchallenging.










2.
 
not threatening someone's position




•
 
his voice was gentle and unchallenging.



















unchancy

 
/ˌənˈCHansē/






adjective






(chiefly Scottish)

 unlucky, inauspicious, or dangerous.













unchangeable

 
/ˌənˈCHānjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not liable to variation or able to be altered




•
 
personality characteristics are virtually unchangeable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unchangeability






noun













2.
 
unchangeableness






noun













3.
 
unchangeably






adverb





















unchanged

 
/ˌənˈCHānjd/






adjective




not changed; unaltered




•
 
the landscape has remained unchanged for a thousand years.



















unchanging

 
/ˌənˈCHānjiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not changing; remaining the same




•
 
the party stood for unchanging principles.














II.
 
derivatives





unchangingly






adverb





















unchaperoned

 
/ˌənˈSHapəˌrōnd/






adjective




unaccompanied or unsupervised.













uncharacteristic

 
/ˌənˌkerəktəˈristik/





I.
 
adjective




not typical of a particular person or thing




•
 
an uncharacteristic display of temper.














II.
 
derivatives





uncharacteristically

 
/ˌənˌkerəktəˈristik(ə)lē /






adverb





















uncharged

 
/ˌənˈCHärjd/






adjective



1.
 
not charged, in particular




2.
 
not accused of an offense under the law




•
 
she was released uncharged.










3.
 
not carrying an electric charge.




4.
 
not charged to a particular account




•
 
an uncharged fixed cost.



















uncharismatic

 
/ˌənˌkerəzˈmadik/






adjective




lacking the charm and attractiveness that can inspire enthusiasm in others.













uncharitable

 
/ˌənˈCHerədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person's behavior or attitude toward others) unkind; unsympathetic




•
 
this uncharitable remark possibly arose out of jealousy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncharitableness






noun













2.
 
uncharitably

 
/ˌənˈCHerədəblē /






adverb





















uncharted

 
/ˌənˈCHärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of an area of land or sea) not mapped or surveyed




•
 
an uncharted region of space




•
 


‹figurative›

 the present study is a foray into uncharted territory.

















usage:

 
Uncharted

 means ‘not yet mapped or surveyed.’ Especially in the phrase 
uncharted territory

 , it is confused with 
unchartered

 , a far less common word that means ‘not having a charter or written constitution.’ 
Unchartered territory

 constitutes around 10 percent of the total citations for the phrase in the Oxford Enɡlish Corpus.





unchartered

 
/ˌənˈCHärdərd/






adjective




not having a charter or written constitution.













unchaste

 
/ˌənˈCHāst/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or engaging in sexual activity, especially of an illicit or extramarital nature




•
 
unchaste subjects in art.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unchastely

 
/ˌənˈCHās(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
unchastity

 
/ˌənˈCHastədē /






noun





















unchastened

 
/ˌənˈCHās(ə)nd/






adjective




(of a person) not restrained or subdued




•
 
he was unchastened and ready for fresh mischief.



















uncheck

 
/ˌənˈCHek/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unselect (a box in an electronic form, questionnaire, etc.)




•
 
consumers had to uncheck the box for travel insurance to opt out of purchasing it.



















unchecked

 
/ˌənˈCHekt/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of something undesirable) not controlled or restrained




•
 
unchecked population growth.










2.
 
not examined, especially in order to determine the accuracy, quality, or condition of something.













unchosen

 
/ˌənˈCHōzən/






adjective




not chosen.













unchristian

 
/ˌənˈkrisCHən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not professing Christianity or its teachings.




2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) unkind, unfair, or morally wrong.








II.
 
derivatives





unchristianly






adverb





















unchurch

 
/ˌənˈCHərCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
officially exclude (someone) from participation in the Christian sacraments; excommunicate.




2.
 
deprive (a building) of its status as a church.













unchurched

 
/ˌənˈCHərCHt/






adjective




not belonging to or connected with a church.













uncial

 
/ˈən(t)SH(ə)l ˈənsēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or written in a majuscule script with rounded unjoined letters that is found in European manuscripts of the 4th–8th centuries and from which modern capital letters are derived.




2.
 


‹rare›

 of or relating to an inch or an ounce.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an uncial letter or script.




2.
 
a manuscript in uncial script.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
uncialis

 , from 
uncia

 ‘inch.’ 
Sense

 1 
of the

 adjective is in the late Latin sense of 
unciales litterae

 ‘uncial letters,’ the original application of which is unclear.





unciform

 
/ˈənsəˌfôrm/






adjective



1.
 
another term for uncinate
 .




2.
 


‹dated›

 denoting the hamate bone of the wrist.













uncinariasis

 
/ˌən(t)sənəˈrīəsəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for ancylostomiasis
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Uncinaria

 (the name of a genus of hookworms) + -iasis
 .






uncinate

 
/ˈənsənit, -ˌnāt/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 having a hooked shape.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
uncinatus

 , from 
uncinus

 ‘hook.’





uncirculated

 
/ˌənˈsərkyəˌlādəd/






adjective




(especially of paper money or coin) not having been in circulation.













uncircumcised

 
/ˌənˈsərkəmˌsīzd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a boy or man) not circumcised.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 irreligious or heathen.








II.
 
derivatives





uncircumcision

 
/-ˌsərkəmˈsiZHən /






noun





















uncivil

 
/ˌənˈsivəl/





I.
 
adjective




discourteous; impolite.








II.
 
derivatives





uncivilly






adverb





















uncivilized

 
/ˌənˈsivəˌlīzd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place or people) not considered to be socially, culturally, or morally advanced.




2.
 
impolite; bad-mannered.













unclad

 
/ˌənˈklad/






adjective



1.
 
unclothed; naked.




2.
 
not provided with cladding




•
 
unclad girders.



















unclaimed

 
/ˌənˈklāmd/






adjective




not demanded or requested as being something one has a right to




•
 
unclaimed benefits.



















unclamp

 
/ˌənˈklamp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release or loosen the clamp of; remove the clamp from




•
 
he unclamped its jaws and climbed out of its cage.



















unclasp

 
/ˌənˈklasp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten (a clasp or similar device)




•
 
they unclasped their seat belts.










2.
 
release the grip of




•
 
I unclasped her fingers from my hair.



















unclassifiable

 
/ˌənˈklasəˌfīəbəl/






adjective




not able to be assigned to a particular class or category.













unclassified

 
/ˌənˈklasəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
not arranged in or assigned to classes or categories




•
 
many texts remain unclassified or uncatalogued.










2.
 
(of information or documents) not designated as secret.













uncle

 
/ˈəNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the brother of one's father or mother or the husband of one's aunt.




2.
 


‹informal›

 an unrelated older male friend, especially of a child.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹informal›

 a pawnbroker.








II.
 
phrases





cry (or say) uncle








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 surrender or admit defeat.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
oncle

 , from late Latin 
aunculus

 , alteration of Latin 
avunculus

 ‘maternal uncle’ (see avuncular
 ).





-uncle





I.
 
suffix




forming chiefly diminutive nouns




•
 
carbuncle




•
 
peduncle.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-oncle

 , 
-uncle

 , or from Latin 
-unculus

 , a special form of 
-ulus

 .






unclean

 
/ˌənˈklēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
dirty




•
 
the company was fined for operating in unclean premises.










2.
 
morally wrong




•
 
unclean thoughts.










3.
 
(of food) regarded in a particular religion as impure and unfit to be eaten




•
 
pork is an unclean meat for Muslims.










4.
 
(in biblical use) ritually impure; (of a spirit) evil.








II.
 
derivatives





uncleanness

 
/ˌənˈklēnnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unclǣne

 (see un-
 1
 , clean
 ).





uncleanliness

 
/ˌənˈklenlēnis/






noun




the state of being dirty




•
 
head lice and general uncleanliness in schools.



















uncleanly

 
/ˌənˈklenlē/






adjective




archaic term for unclean
 .













unclear

 
/ˌənˈklir/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not easy to see, hear, or understand




•
 
the motive for this killing is unclear.










2.
 
not obvious or definite; ambiguous




•
 
their future remains unclear.










3.
 
having or feeling doubt or confusion




•
 
users are still unclear about what middleware does.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unclearly






adverb













2.
 
unclearness






noun





















uncleared

 
/ˌənˈklird/






adjective



1.
 
not having been cleared or cleared up, in particular




2.
 
(of a check) not having passed through a clearinghouse and been paid into the payee's account.




3.
 
(of land) not cleared of vegetation before cultivation.













unclench

 
/ˌənˈklen(t)SH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release (a clenched part of the body)




•
 
slowly she unclenched her fist.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — relax from a clenched state.













Uncle Sam

 
/ˌəNGkəl ˈsam/





I.
 
a personification of the federal government or citizens of the US, typically portrayed as a tall, thin, bearded man wearing a suit of red, white, and blue.







– origin

 early 19th cent.: said (from the time of the first recorded instances) to have arisen as a facetious expansion of the letters US.






Uncle Tom

 
/ˌəNGkəl ˈtäm/





I.
 
noun






‹derogatory›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a black man considered to be excessively obedient or servile.








II.
 
derivatives





Uncle Tomism

 
/ˈtämˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from the name of the hero of H. B. Stowe's 
Uncle Tom's Cabin

 (1852).





unclimbed

 
/ˌənˈklīmd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a mountain or rock face) not previously climbed




•
 
the unclimbed south ridge.














II.
 
derivatives





unclimbable

 
/-ˈklīməbəl /






adjective





















uncloak

 
/ˌənˈklōk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 uncover; reveal.













unclog

 
/ˌənˈkläɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove accumulated matter from




•
 
exfoliation unclogs pores and prevents blackheads.



















unclose

 
/ˌənˈklōz/






verb






‹rare›

 open.













unclothe

 
/ˌənˈklōT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the clothes from (oneself or someone).













unclothed

 
/ˌənˈklōT͟Hd/






adjective




not wearing clothes; naked




•
 
her unclothed body.



















unclouded

 
/ˌənˈkloudəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of the sky) not dark or overcast




•
 
you wake up to sunshine and unclouded skies.










2.
 
not troubled or spoiled by anything




•
 
six months of unclouded happiness.



















uncluttered

 
/ˌənˈklədərd/






adjective




not having or impeded by too many objects, details, or elements




•
 
the rooms were plain and uncluttered.



















unco

 
/ˈəNGkō, -kə /

 

‹Scottish›






I.
 
adjective




unusual or remarkable.








II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
remarkably; very




•
 
it's got an unco fine taste.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a stranger.




2.
 
(
uncos

 )
 — news.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘unknown, strange’): alteration of uncouth
 .





uncoated

 
/ˌənˈkōdəd/






adjective




not covered with a coating of a particular substance.













uncoil

 
/ˌənˈkoil/






verb




straighten or cause to straighten from a coiled or curled position


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the rope uncoiled like a snake




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she uncoiled her feather boa.



















uncollected

 
/ˌənkəˈlektəd/






adjective




not collected or claimed




•
 
the reward remained uncollected.



















uncolonized

 
/ənˈkäləˌnīzd/






adjective




(of a place) not yet colonized.













uncolored

 
/ˌənˈkələrd /

 


‹Brit.›

 uncoloured






adjective



1.
 
having no color; neutral in color.




2.
 
not influenced, especially in a negative way




•
 
explanations that are uncolored by the observer's feelings.



















uncombed

 
/ˌənˈkōmd/






adjective




(of a person's hair) not combed.













uncombined

 
/ˌənkəmˈbīnd/






adjective



1.
 
not joined or merged to form a single unit or substance




•
 
the linking of previously uncombined genres.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of an element) not combined in a compound




•
 
uncombined nitrogen.



















uncomfortable

 
/ˌənˈkəmfərdəb(ə)l ˌənˈkəmftərbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or feeling slight pain or physical discomfort




•
 
athlete's foot is a painful and uncomfortable condition.










2.
 
causing or feeling unease or awkwardness




•
 
he began to feel uncomfortable at the man's hard stare




•
 
an uncomfortable silence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncomfortableness

 
/ˌənˈkəmfərdəbəlnəs ˌənˈkəmftərbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
uncomfortably

 
/ˌənˈkəmfərdəblē ˌənˈkəmftərblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the house was dark and uncomfortably cold



























uncomfy

 
/ˌənˈkəmfē/






adjective






‹informal›

 not comfortable.













uncomment

 
/ˌənˈkäment/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 change (a piece of text within a program) from being a comment to being part of the program that is run by the computer by removing tagging that identifies the text as a comment.













uncommercial

 
/ˌənkəˈmərSHəl/






adjective




not making, intended to make, or allowing a profit.













uncommercialized

 
/ˌənkəˈmərSHəˌlīzd/






adjective




not having profit as a primary aim.













uncommitted

 
/ˌənkəˈmidəd/






adjective



1.
 
not committed to a cause, activity, etc.




•
 
uncommitted voters.










2.
 
(of resources) not pledged or set aside for future use




•
 
there is very little uncommitted money to fund new policies.



















uncommon

 
/ˌənˈkämən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
out of the ordinary; unusual




•
 
prostate cancer is not uncommon in men over 60




•
 
an uncommon name.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — remarkably great (used for emphasis)




•
 
an uncommon amount of noise.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 remarkably




•
 
he was uncommon afraid.



















uncommonly

 
/ˌənˈkämənlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
exceptionally; very




•
 
he is an uncommonly good talker.



















uncommonness

 
/ˌənˈkämənnəs/






noun




the state of being rare or unusual




•
 
the relative uncommonness of the name.




















uncommunicative

 
/ˌənkəˈmyo͞onəkədiv ˌənkəˈmyo͞onəˌkādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unwilling to talk or impart information.




2.
 
(of something such as writing or art) not conveying much or any meaning or sense.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncommunicatively

 
/ˌənkəˈmyo͞onəˌkādivlē ˌənkəˈmyo͞onəkədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
uncommunicativeness

 
/ˌənkəˈmyo͞onəˌkādivnis ˌənkəˈmyo͞onəkədivnis /






noun





















uncompacted

 
/ˌənkəmˈpaktəd, ˌənˈkämpaktəd/






adjective




not closely or firmly packed together




•
 
soft, loose, uncompacted soil.



















uncompensated

 
/ˌənˈkämpənˌsādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not compensated or reimbursed




•
 
the plaintiff remained uncompensated for his original injuries




•
 
workers who performed uncompensated “off-the-clock” work for Ernst in violation of the law.










2.
 
(of an action) not compensated for




•
 
uncompensated exploitation of the Third World.



















uncompetitive

 
/ˌənkəmˈpedədiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(with reference to business or commerce) not competitive




•
 
that would destroy jobs and make industry uncompetitive.










2.
 
characterized by a desire to avoid fair competition




•
 
uncompetitive practices.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncompetitively






adverb













2.
 
uncompetitiveness






noun





















uncomplaining

 
/ˌənkəmˈplāniNG/





I.
 
adjective




not complaining; resigned




•
 
she was uncomplaining, accepting of her lot.














II.
 
derivatives





uncomplainingly

 
/ˌənkəmˈplāniNGlē /






adverb





















uncompleted

 
/ˌənkəmˈplēdəd/






adjective




not completed.













uncomplexed

 
/ənˈkämpleksd/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of an atom or molecule) not combined in a complex.













uncomplicated

 
/ˌənˈkämpləˌkādəd/






adjective




simple or straightforward




•
 
he was an extraordinarily uncomplicated man.



















uncomplimentary

 
/ˌənˌkämpləˈment(ə)rē/






adjective




not complimentary; negative or insulting




•
 
uncomplimentary remarks.



















uncomprehending

 
/ˌənˌkämprəˈhendiNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing or having an inability to comprehend something




•
 
an uncomprehending silence.














II.
 
derivatives





uncomprehendingly

 
/ˌənˌkämprəˈhendiNGlē /






adverb





















uncompressed

 
/ˌənkəmˈprest/






adjective




(of data) not compressed.













uncompromising

 
/ˌənˈkämprəˌmīziNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing an unwillingness to make concessions to others, especially by changing one's ways or opinions.




2.
 
harsh or relentless




•
 
the uncompromising ugliness of her home.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncompromisingly

 
/ˌənˈkämprəˌmīziNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
uncompromisingness






noun





















unconcealed

 
/ˌənkənˈsēld/






adjective




(especially of an emotion) not concealed; obvious




•
 
Sophie looked around her with unconcealed curiosity.



















unconcern

 
/ˌənkənˈsərn/






noun




a lack of worry or interest, especially when surprising or callous.













unconcerned

 
/ˌənkənˈsərnd/





I.
 
adjective




showing a lack of worry or interest, especially when this is surprising or callous




•
 
Scott seemed unconcerned by his companion's problem.














II.
 
derivatives





unconcernedly

 
/ˌənk(ə)nˈsərnədlē /






adverb





















unconditional

 
/ˌənkənˈdiSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not subject to any conditions




•
 
unconditional surrender.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unconditionality

 
/-ˌdiSHəˈnalətē /






noun













2.
 
unconditionally

 
/ˌənkənˈdiSHənlē ˌənkənˈdēSHnəlē /






adverb





















unconditioned

 
/ˌənkənˈdiSHənd/






adjective



1.
 
not subject to conditions or to an antecedent condition; unconditional




•
 
pure and unconditioned love.










2.
 
relating to or denoting instinctive reflexes or other behavior not formed or influenced by conditioning or learning




•
 
an unconditioned response.










3.
 
not subjected to a conditioning process




•
 
waste in its raw, unconditioned form.



















unconducive

 
/ˌənkənˈd(y)o͞osiv/






adjective

 — (usu. 
unconducive to

 )


1.
 
making a certain situation or outcome unlikely or impossible




•
 
the atmosphere remains unconducive to frank and open debate.



















unconference

 
/ˈənkänf(ə)rəns/






noun




a loosely structured conference emphasizing the informal exchange of information and ideas between participants, rather than following a conventionally structured program of events.




•
 
at this unconference, attendees created sessions on the spot, making for an energizing and freewheeling exchange.



















unconfessed

 
/ˌənkənˈfest/






adjective



1.
 
not acknowledged




•
 
the hope that remains unconfessed.










2.
 
(of a sin) not confessed to a priest.













unconfident

 
/ˌənˈkänfədənt/





I.
 
adjective




not confident; hesitant.








II.
 
derivatives





unconfidently






adverb





















unconfined

 
/ˌənkənˈfīnd/






adjective



1.
 
not confined to a limited space




•
 
sows should be unconfined at farrowing.










2.
 
(of joy or excitement) very great




•
 
joy was unconfined.



















unconfirmed

 
/ˌənkənˈfərmd/






adjective




not confirmed as to truth or validity




•
 
an unconfirmed report of shots being fired.



















unconformable

 
/ˌənkənˈfôrməbəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 (of rock strata in contact) marking a discontinuity in the geological record, and typically not having the same direction of stratification.








II.
 
derivatives





uncomformably

 
/-blē /






adverb






















unconformity

 
/ˌənkənˈfôrmədē/






noun



1.
 


[Geology]

 a surface of contact between two groups of unconformable strata.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the condition of being unconformable.













uncongenial

 
/ˌənkənˈjēnyəl/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not friendly or pleasant to be with




•
 
uncongenial dining companions.










2.
 
unsuitable and therefore unlikely to promote success or well-being




•
 
the religious climate proved 
uncongenial to

 such ideas.



















unconnected

 
/ˌənkəˈnektəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not joined together or to something else




•
 
the ground wire was left unconnected.










2.
 
not associated or linked in a sequence




•
 
two unconnected events




•
 
the question was 
unconnected to

 anything they had been discussing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unconnectedly

 
/o͞onconnected /






adverb













2.
 
unconnectedness






noun





















unconquerable

 
/ˌənˈkäNGk(ə)rəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a place, people, or emotion) not conquerable




•
 
an unconquerable pride.














II.
 
derivatives





unconquerably

 
/ˌənˈkäNGk(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















unconquered

 
/ˌənˈkäNGkərd/






adjective




not conquered.













unconscionable

 
/ˌənˈkänSH(ə)nəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not right or reasonable




•
 
the unconscionable conduct of his son.










2.
 
unreasonably excessive




•
 
shareholders have had to wait an unconscionable time for the facts to be established.














II.
 
derivatives





unconscionably

 
/ˌənˈkänSH(ə)nəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + obsolete 
conscionable

 , from conscience
 (interpreted as a plural) + -able
 .





unconscious

 
/ˌənˈkänSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not conscious




•
 
the boy was beaten unconscious.










2.
 
done or existing without one realizing




•
 
he would wipe back his hair in an unconscious gesture of annoyance.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unconscious of

 )
 — unaware of




•
 
“What is it?” he said again, unconscious of the repetition.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the unconscious

 )


1.
 
the part of the mind that is inaccessible to the conscious mind but that affects behavior and emotions.








III.
 
derivatives





unconsciously

 
/ˌənˈkänSHəslē /






adverb





















unconsciousness

 
/ˌənˈkän(t)SHəsnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being unconscious




•
 
someone gave me a crack across the head and I slipped into unconsciousness.










2.
 
the state of being uninformed or unaware




•
 
part of her beauty was her unconsciousness of it.



















unconsidered

 
/ˌənkənˈsidərd/






adjective



1.
 
disregarded and unappreciated




•
 
a penchant for picking up unconsidered trifles.










2.
 
(of a statement or action) not thought about in advance, and therefore rash or harsh




•
 
I realize that my unconsidered remarks were dangerously indiscreet.



















unconsolable

 
/ˌənkənˈsōləbəl/





I.
 
adjective




inconsolable.








II.
 
derivatives





unconsolably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unconstitutional

 
/ˌənˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not in accordance with a political constitution, especially the US Constitution, or with procedural rules.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unconstitutionality

 
/ˌənˌkänstəˌt(y)o͞oSHəˈnalədē /






noun













2.
 
unconstitutionally

 
/ˌənˌkänstəˈt(y)o͞oSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb





















unconstrained

 
/ˌənkənˈstrānd/





I.
 
adjective




not restricted or limited




•
 
unconstrained growth.














II.
 
derivatives





unconstrainedly

 
/ˌənk(ə)nˈstrānədlē /






adverb





















unconstraint

 
/ˌənkənˈstrānt/






noun




freedom from constraint.













unconstructed

 
/ˌənkənˈstrəktid/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a garment) unstructured.













unconsumed

 
/ˌənkənˈso͞omd/






adjective




(especially of food or fuel) not consumed.













unconsummated

 
/ˌənˈkänsəˌmādəd/






adjective




(of a marriage or other relationship) not having been consummated.













uncontactable

 
/ˌənˈkäntaktəb(ə)l/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a person) not able to be contacted by phone or other means




•
 
you're without a phone and uncontactable.



















uncontainable

 
/ˌənkənˈtānəbəl/






adjective




(especially of an emotion) very strong




•
 
his uncontainable enthusiasm.



















uncontaminated

 
/ˌənkənˈtaməˌnādəd/






adjective




not contaminated




•
 
uncontaminated air and food.



















uncontested

 
/ˌənkənˈtestəd/





I.
 
adjective




not contested




•
 
these claims have not gone uncontested.














II.
 
derivatives





uncontestedly






adverb





















uncontrived

 
/ˌənkənˈtrīvd/






adjective




not appearing artificial




•
 
the whole effect was uncontrived.



















uncontrollable

 
/ˌənkənˈtrōləb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not controllable




•
 
her brother had an uncontrollable temper.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncontrollability






noun













2.
 
uncontrollably

 
/ˌənkənˈtrōləblē /






adverb













3.
 
uncontrolled

 
/ˌənkənˈtrōld /






adjective





















uncontroversial

 
/ˌənˌkäntrəˈvərSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not controversial.








II.
 
derivatives





uncontroversially






adverb





















uncontroverted

 
/ˌənˌkäntrəˈvərdəd/






adjective




of which the truth or validity is not disputed or denied.













unconventional

 
/ˌənkənˈven(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not based on or conforming to what is generally done or believed




•
 
his unconventional approach to life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unconventionality

 
/ˌənk(ə)nˌven(t)SHəˈnalədē /






noun













2.
 
unconventionally

 
/ˌənk(ə)nˈven(t)SH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb





















unconverted

 
/ˌənkənˈvərdəd/






adjective



1.
 
not converted, in particular




2.
 
(of a building) not adapted to a different use.




3.
 
not having adopted a different religion, belief, or practice




•
 
unconverted pagans.



















unconvinced

 
/ˌənkənˈvinst/






adjective




not certain that something is true or can be relied on or trusted




•
 
Parisians remain 
unconvinced that

 the project will be approved.



















unconvincing

 
/ˌənkənˈvinsiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
failing to make someone believe that something is true or valid




•
 
she felt the lie was unconvincing.










2.
 
failing to impress




•
 
a slightly bizarre and unconvincing fusion of musical forces.














II.
 
derivatives





unconvincingly

 
/ˌənk(ə)nˈvinsiNGlē /






adverb





















uncooked

 
/ˌənˈko͝okt/






adjective




not cooked; raw.













uncool

 
/ˌənˈko͞ol/






adjective






‹informal›

 not fashionable or impressive




•
 
an uncool haircut.



















uncooperative

 
/ˌənkōˈäp(ə)rədiv/





I.
 
adjective




unwilling to help others or do what they ask.








II.
 
derivatives





uncooperatively

 
/ˌənkōˈäp(ə)rədivlē /






adverb





















uncoordinated

 
/ˌənkōˈôrdnˌādəd/






adjective



1.
 
badly organized




•
 
expensive mistakes resulting from uncoordinated manufacturing strategies.










2.
 
(of a person or their movements) clumsy.













uncork

 
/ˌənˈkôrk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull the cork out of (a bottle or other container).




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (in a game or sport) deliver (a kick, throw, or punch)




•
 
he uncorked the best throw of his career.



















uncorrected

 
/ˌənkəˈrektid/






adjective




not corrected.













uncorrelated

 
/ənˈkôrəˌlātid, -ˈkär-/






adjective




not correlated; lacking a mutual relationship or connection.













uncorroborated

 
/ˌənkəˈräbəˌrādəd/






adjective




not confirmed or supported by other evidence or information




•
 
the unreliability of uncorroborated confessions.



















uncorrupted

 
/ˌənkəˈrəptid/






adjective




not corrupted




•
 
Lucinda is uncorrupted by nefarious influences.



















uncountable

 
/ˌənˈkoun(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too many to be counted (usually in hyperbolic use)




•
 
she'd spent uncountable nights in this very bed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncountability

 
/-ˌkountəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
uncountably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















uncounted

 
/ˌənˈkoun(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
not counted.




2.
 
very numerous




•
 
uncounted millions of dollars.



















uncouple

 
/ˌənˈkəpəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disconnect (something, especially a railroad vehicle that has been coupled to another).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become disconnected




•
 
the groups of cells commonly uncouple from surrounding tissue




•
 


‹figurative›

 I have seen marriages uncouple under the strain.










3.
 
release (hunting dogs) from being fastened together in couples.













uncourtly

 
/ˌənˈkôrtlē/






adjective




not courteous or refined.














uncouth

 
/ˌənˈko͞oTH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their appearance or behavior) lacking good manners, refinement, or grace




•
 
he is unwashed, uncouth, and drunk most of the time.










2.
 
(especially of art or language) lacking sophistication or delicacy




•
 
uncouth sketches of peasants.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a place) uncomfortable, especially because of remoteness or poor conditions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uncouthly

 
/ˌənˈko͞oTHlē /






adverb













2.
 
uncouthness

 
/ˌənˈko͞oTHnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
uncūth

 ‘unknown,’ from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + 
cūth

 (past participle of 
cunnan

 ‘know, be able’).





uncovenanted

 
/ˌənˈkəv(ə)nən(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
not bound by or in accordance with a covenant or agreement.




2.
 
not promised by or based on a covenant, especially a covenant with God.













uncover

 
/ˌənˈkəvər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a cover or covering from




•
 
he uncovered the face of the dead man.










2.
 
discover (something previously secret or unknown)




•
 
further evidence has been uncovered.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 remove one's hat, especially as a mark of respect.













uncovered

 
/ˌənˈkəvərd/






adjective




not covered




•
 
no uncovered heads are seen on the street.



















uncrate

 
/ˈənˌkrāt/






noun

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
an item of merchandise removed from its shipping container.













uncreate

 
/ˌənkrēˈāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 destroy.













uncreated

 
/ˌənkrēˈādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a divine being) existing without having been created.




2.
 
not yet created.













uncreative

 
/ˌənkrēˈādiv/






adjective




not having or involving imagination or original ideas.













uncredited

 
/ˌənˈkredədəd/






adjective




(of a person or their work) not publicly acknowledged as being part of something, especially a publication or broadcast.













uncritical

 
/ˌənˈkridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not expressing criticism or using one's critical faculties




•
 
the technique had received uncritical acclaim in the media.










2.
 
not in accordance with the principles of critical analysis




•
 
uncritical reasoning.














II.
 
derivatives





uncritically

 
/ˌənˈkridək(ə)lē /






adverb





















uncross

 
/ˌənˈkrôs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move (something) back from a crossed position




•
 
the reporter uncrossed his legs.



















uncrowded

 
/ˌənˈkroudəd/






adjective




not filled with a large number of people




•
 
miles of uncrowded beaches.



















uncrown

 
/ˌənˈkroun/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive (a monarch) of their ruling position.













uncrowned

 
/ˌənˈkround/






adjective




not formally crowned as a monarch.













UNCSTD






abbreviation




United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development.













UNCTAD

 
/ˈəNGkˌtad/






abbreviation




United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.













unction

 
/ˈəNG(k)SHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 the action of anointing someone with oil or ointment as a religious rite or as a symbol of investiture as a monarch.




2.
 
short for extreme unction
 .




3.
 


‹archaic›

 treatment with a medicinal oil or ointment.




4.
 
an ointment




•
 
mercury in the form of unctions.










5.
 
a manner of expression arising or apparently arising from deep emotion, especially as intended to flatter




•
 
he spoke the last two words with exaggerated unction.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
unctio(n-)

 , from 
unguere

 ‘anoint.’ 
Sense

 3 arises from the link between religious fervor and “anointing” with the Holy Spirit.





unctuous

 
/ˈəNG(k)(t)SH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) excessively or ingratiatingly flattering; oily




•
 
he seemed anxious to please but not in an unctuous way.










2.
 
(chiefly of minerals) having a greasy or soapy feel.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unctuously

 
/ˈəNG(k)(t)SHo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unctuousness

 
/ˈəNG(k)(t)SHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘greasy’): from medieval Latin 
unctuosus

 , from Latin 
unctus

 ‘anointing,’ from 
unguere

 ‘anoint.’





uncultivated

 
/ˌənˈkəltəˌvādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of land) not used for growing crops.




2.
 
(of a person) not highly educated or socially adept.













uncultured

 
/ˌənˈkəlCHərd/






adjective



1.
 
not characterized by good taste, manners, or education




•
 
to my uncultured palate most of the wines were good.










2.
 
(of organisms) not cultivated; not maintained by means of a culture




•
 
uncultured soil microbes.



















uncured

 
/ˌənˈkyo͝ord/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not restored to health.




2.
 
(of meat, fish, tobacco, or animal skins) not preserved by salting, drying, or smoking.













uncurl

 
/ˌənˈkərl/






verb




straighten or cause to straighten from a curled position


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
in spring the new leaves uncurl




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the doctor uncurled his fingers.



















uncut

 
/ˌənˈkət/






adjective



1.
 
not cut




•
 
her hair was left uncut.










2.
 
(of a text, movie, or performance) complete; unabridged.




3.
 
(of a stone, especially a diamond) not shaped by cutting.




4.
 
(of alcohol or a drug) not diluted or adulterated




•
 
large amounts of uncut heroin.










5.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 (of a book) with the edges of its pages not slit open or trimmed off.




6.
 
(of fabric) having its pile loops intact.













undamaged

 
/ˌənˈdamijd/






adjective




not harmed or damaged




•
 
buildings undamaged during the war.



















undated

 
/ˌənˈdādəd/






adjective




not provided or marked with a date




•
 
most of his letters are undated.



















undaunted

 
/ˌənˈdôn(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




not intimidated or discouraged by difficulty, danger, or disappointment




•
 
they were undaunted by the huge amount of work needed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
undauntedly

 
/ˌənˈdôn(t)ədlē /






adverb













2.
 
undauntedness






noun





















undead

 
/ˌənˈded/






adjective




(of a fictional being, especially a vampire) technically dead but still animate.













undebatable

 
/ˌəndəˈbādəb(ə)l/






adjective




not open to discussion or argument




•
 
the undebatable effectiveness of learning by doing.



















undecagon

 
/ˌənˈdekəɡän/





I.
 
noun




another term for hendecagon
 .











– origin

 early 18th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
undecim

 ‘eleven,’ on the pattern of 
decagon

 .





undeceive

 
/ˌəndəˈsēv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
tell (someone) that an idea or belief is mistaken




•
 
they took her for a nun, and Mary said nothing to undeceive them.



















undecidable

 
/ˌəndəˈsīdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be firmly established or refuted.




2.
 


[Logic]

 (of a proposition or theorem) not able to be proved or disproved.








II.
 
derivatives





undecidability

 
/-ˌsīdəˈbilətē /






noun





















undecided

 
/ˌəndəˈsīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not having made a decision




•
 
the jury remained undecided.










2.
 
not settled or resolved




•
 
the match was still undecided.














II.
 
noun




a person who has not decided how they are going to vote in an election.








III.
 
derivatives





undecidedly

 
/ˌəndəˈsīdidlē /






adverb





















undecipherable

 
/ˌəndəˈsīf(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of speech or writing) not able to be read or understood.








II.
 
derivatives





undeciphered






adjective





















undeclared

 
/ˌəndəˈklerd/






adjective



1.
 
not publicly announced, admitted, or acknowledged




•
 
his undeclared candidacy, which surged in the polls last spring.










2.
 
(especially of taxable income or dutiable goods) not declared.













undecorated

 
/ˌənˈdekəˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not adorned or decorated




•
 
the walls were completely undecorated.










2.
 
(of a member of the armed forces) not honored with an award.













undefeatable

 
/ˌəndəˈfēdəb(ə)l/






adjective




unable to be defeated




•
 
France became for a long time an undefeatable force.



















undefeated

 
/ˌəndəˈfēdəd/






adjective




not defeated, especially in a battle or other contest




•
 
the undefeated champion.



















undefended

 
/ˌəndəˈfendəd/






adjective




not defended




•
 
undefended frontiers




•
 
legal aid for undefended divorces.



















undefiled

 
/ˌəndəˈfīld/






adjective




not defiled; pure.













undefined

 
/ˌəndəˈfīnd/





I.
 
adjective




not clear or defined




•
 
undefined areas of jurisdiction




•
 
he felt an undefined longing.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
undefinable

 
/ˌəndəˈfīnəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
undefinably

 
/-ˈfīnəblē /






adverb





















undelete

 
/ˌəndəˈlēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 cancel the deletion of (text or a file).













undelivered

 
/əndəˈlivərd/





I.
 
adjective




not delivered




•
 
undelivered letters.














II.
 
derivatives





undeliverable






adjective





















undemanding

 
/ˌəndəˈmandiNG/






adjective




(especially of a task or person) not demanding




•
 
undemanding clerical jobs.



















undemocratic

 
/ˌənˌdeməˈkradik/





I.
 
adjective




not relating or according to democratic principles




•
 
an undemocratic regime.














II.
 
derivatives





undemocratically

 
/ˌənˌdeməˈkradik(ə)lē /






adverb





















undemonstrative

 
/ˌəndəˈmänstrədiv/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not tending to express feelings, especially of affection, openly




•
 
John is silent and undemonstrative, like Dad.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
undemonstratively






adverb













2.
 
undemonstrativeness






noun





















undeniable

 
/ˌəndəˈnīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be denied or disputed




•
 
it is an undeniable fact that some dogs are easier to train than others




•
 
ornate fireplaces give the place undeniable class.














II.
 
derivatives





undeniably

 
/ˌəndəˈnīəblē ˌəndēˈnīəblē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
the topic is undeniably an important one



























undependable

 
/ˌəndəˈpendəb(ə)l/






adjective




not trustworthy and reliable




•
 
evidence is scarce and often undependable.




















under

 
/ˈəndər/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
extending or directly below




•
 
vast stores of oil under Alaska




•
 
the streams that ran under the melting glaciers.










2.
 
below (something covering or protecting)




•
 
under several feet of water




•
 
a hot plate under an insulated lid.










3.
 
at a lower level than




•
 
the room under his study.










4.
 
behind (a physical surface)




•
 
it was written on the new canvas under a gluey coating.










5.
 
behind or hidden behind (an appearance or disguise)




•
 
he had a deep sense of fun under his quiet exterior.










6.
 
lower in grade or rank than




•
 
under him in the hierarchy.










7.
 
controlled, managed, or governed by




•
 
the country is now under martial law




•
 
I was under his spell.










8.
 
during (a specified time period, reign, or administration)




•
 
it occurred under the pontificate of Paul II.










9.
 
as a reaction to or undergoing the pressure of (something)




•
 
the sofa creaked under his weight




•
 
certain institutions may be under threat.










10.
 
as provided for by the rules of; in accordance with




•
 
flowers supplied under contract by a local florist.










11.
 
used to express grouping or classification




•
 
file it under “lost”




•
 
published under his own name.










12.
 


[Computing]

 within the environment of (a particular operating system)




•
 
the program runs under DOS.










13.
 
lower than (a specified amount, rate, norm, or age)




•
 
they averaged just under 2.8 percent.










14.
 
undergoing (a process)




•
 
under construction.










15.
 
in an existent state of




•
 
children living under difficult circumstances.










16.
 
planted with




•
 
fields under wheat.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
extending or directly below something




•
 
weaving the body through the crossbars, over and under, over and under.










2.
 
under water




•
 
he was floating for some time but suddenly went under.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting the lowest part or surface of something; on the underside




•
 
the under part of the shell is concave.










2.
 
unconscious, typically as a result of general anesthesia




•
 
the operation was quick—she was only under for 15 minutes.














IV.
 
derivatives





undermost

 
/ˈəndərˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
onder

 and German 
unter

 .






under-

 
/ˈəndər/






prefix



1.
 
below; beneath




•
 
underclothes




•
 
undercover.










2.
 
lower in status; subordinate




•
 
undersecretary.










3.
 
insufficiently; incompletely




•
 
undernourished.



















underachieve

 
/ˌəndərəˈCHēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
do less well than is expected, especially in schoolwork.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
underachievement

 
/ˌənd(ə)rəˈCHēvmənt /






noun













2.
 
underachiever

 
/ˌəndərəˈCHēvər /






noun





















underact

 
/ˌəndərˈakt/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act a part in a play or film in an overly restrained or unemotional way.













underactive

 
/ˌəndərˈaktiv/






adjective




insufficiently active




•
 
a health problem such as an underactive thyroid.



















underage

 
/ˌəndərˈāj/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) too young to engage legally in a particular activity, especially drinking alcohol or having sex.




2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of an activity) engaged in by people who are underage




•
 
underage drinking.



















underappreciate

 
/ˌəndərəˈprēSHiāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
underappreciated

 )


1.
 
fail to value (someone or something) highly enough




•
 
one of the jazz world's most underappreciated artists.














II.
 
derivatives





underappreciation






noun





















underarm

 
/ˈəndərˌärm/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




another term for underhand
 (
sense

 2).








II.
 
noun




a person's armpit


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
use an underarm deodorant.



















underbanked

 
/ˌəndərˈbaNGkt/






adjective



1.
 
(of an area) with insufficient banks to meet market demand.




2.
 
(of consumers) lacking full use of banking facilities.




3.
 
(of an investment issue) not adequately underwritten by financing institutions.













underbelly

 
/ˈəndərˌbelē/






noun



1.
 
the soft underside or abdomen of an animal.




2.
 
an area vulnerable to attack




•
 
these multinationals have a soft underbelly.










3.
 
a hidden unpleasant or criminal part of society.













underbid





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈbid /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in an auction or when seeking a contract) make a lower bid than (someone)




•
 
they were underbid by competitors who charged less.










2.
 


[Bridge]

 make a lower bid on (one's hand) than its strength warrants.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌbid /



1.
 
a bid that is lower than another or than is justified.








III.
 
derivatives





underbidder

 
/ˌəndərˈbidər /






noun





















underbite

 
/ˈəndərˌbīt/






noun




(in nontechnical use) the projection of the lower teeth beyond the upper.













underbody

 
/ˈəndərˌbädē/






noun




the underside of a road vehicle, ship, or animal's body.













underboss

 
/ˈəndərˌbôs, -ˌbäs/






noun




a boss's deputy, especially in a criminal organization.













underbred

 
/ˌəndərˈbred/






adjective






‹dated›

 ill-mannered; rude.













underbrush

 
/ˈəndərˌbrəSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 shrubs and small trees forming the undergrowth in a forest.













undercapitalize

 
/ˌəndərˈkapədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (a company) with insufficient capital to achieve desired results.








II.
 
derivatives





undercapitalization

 
/-ˌkapətl-əˈzāSHən /






noun





















undercard

 
/ˈəndərˌkärd/






noun




the list of less important bouts on the same bill as a main boxing match.













undercarriage

 
/ˈəndərˌkerij/






noun



1.
 
a wheeled structure beneath an aircraft, typically retracted when not in use, that receives the impact on landing and supports the aircraft on the ground.




2.
 
the supporting frame under the body of a vehicle.













undercast

 
/ˌəndərˈkast/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be undercast

 )


1.
 
allocate the parts in (a play or movie) to insufficiently skilled actors.













undercharge





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈCHärj /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
charge (someone) a price or amount that is too low.




2.
 
give less than the proper charge to (an electric battery).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌCHärj /



1.
 
a charge that is insufficient.













underclass

 
/ˈəndərˌklas/






noun




the lowest social stratum in a country or community, consisting of the poor and unemployed.













underclassman

 
/ˌəndərˈklasmən/






noun




a student in high school or college who is not a senior




•
 
one of the talented underclassmen leaving campus life early for the NFL.



















undercling

 
/ˈəndərˌkliNG /

 

‹Climbing›






I.
 
noun




a handhold that faces down the rock face.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
climb using undercling handholds.













underclothes

 
/ˈəndərˌklō(T͟H)z/






plural noun




clothes worn under others, typically next to the skin.













underclothing

 
/ˈəndərˌklōT͟HiNG/






noun




underclothes.













undercoat

 
/ˈəndərˌkōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a layer of paint applied after the primer and before the topcoat.




2.
 
an animal's underfur or down.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a coat of undercoat to (something).













underconsumption

 
/ˌəndərkənˈsəm(p)SHən/






noun






[Economics]

 purchase of goods and services at a level lower than that of their supply.













undercook

 
/ˌəndərˈko͝ok/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
undercooked

 )


1.
 
cook (something) insufficiently




•
 
undercooked meats.



















undercool

 
/ˌəndərˈko͞ol/






verb




another term for supercool
 .













undercount





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈkount /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enumerate (something, especially a sector of a population in a census) at a lower figure than the actual figure.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌkount /



1.
 
a count or figure that is inaccurately low.




2.
 
the amount by which a count or figure falls short of the actual figure.













undercover

 
/ˌəndərˈkəvər/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their activities) involved in or involving secret work within a community or organization, especially for the purposes of police investigation or espionage




•
 
an undercover police operation.














II.
 
adverb




as an undercover agent




•
 
a special unit of the police that operates undercover.



















undercroft

 
/ˈəndərkrôft/





I.
 
noun




the crypt of a church.











– origin

 late Middle English: from under-
 + the rare term 
croft

 ‘crypt,’ from Middle Dutch 
crofte

 ‘cave,’ from Latin 
crypta

 .






undercurrent

 
/ˈəndərˌkərənt/






noun



1.
 
an underlying feeling or influence, especially one that is contrary to the prevailing atmosphere and is not expressed openly




•
 
an undercurrent of anger and discontent.










2.
 
a current of water below the surface, moving in a different direction from any surface current.













undercut





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈkət /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer goods or services at a lower price than (a competitor)




•
 
these industries have been undercut by more efficient foreign producers.










2.
 
cut or wear away the part below or under (something, especially a cliff).




3.
 
cut away material to leave (a carved design) in relief.




4.
 
weaken; undermine




•
 
the chairman denied his authority was being undercut.










5.
 
(in sports such as tennis or golf) strike (a ball) with a chopping motion so as to give it backspin.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌkət /



1.
 
a space formed by the removal or absence of material from the lower part of something, such as a cliff, a coal seam, or part of a carving in relief.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a notch cut in a tree trunk to guide its fall when felled.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 the underside of a sirloin of beef.













underdamp

 
/ˌəndərˈdamp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 damp (a system) incompletely, so as to allow a few oscillations after a single disturbance.













underdetermine

 
/ˌəndərdiˈtərmən/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be underdetermined

 )


1.
 
account for (a theory or phenomenon) with less than the amount of evidence needed for proof or certainty.








II.
 
derivatives





underdetermination

 
/-ˌtərməˈnāSHən /






noun





















underdeveloped

 
/ˌəndərdəˈveləpt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not fully developed




•
 
underdeveloped kidneys




•
 
the community services are underfunded and underdeveloped.










2.
 
(of a country or region) not advanced economically.




3.
 
(of photographic film) not developed sufficiently to give a normal image.








II.
 
derivatives





underdevelopment

 
/ˌəndərdəˈveləpmənt /






noun





















underdog

 
/ˈəndərˌdôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a competitor thought to have little chance of winning a fight or contest.




2.
 
a person who has little status in society.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: with reference to the beaten dog in a dogfight.





underdone

 
/ˌəndərˈdən/






adjective




(of food) insufficiently cooked.













underdrawing

 
/ˈəndərˌdrôiNG/






noun




sketched lines made by a painter as a preliminary guide, and subsequently covered with layers of paint.













underdress

 
/ˌəndərˈdres/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (also 
be underdressed

 )


1.
 
dress too plainly or too informally




•
 
without a pinstripe you'd be underdressed.



















undereducated

 
/ˌəndərˈejəkādəd/






adjective




inadequately educated.













underemphasize

 
/ˌəndərˈem(p)fəˌsīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be underemphasized

 )


1.
 
place insufficient emphasis on




•
 
history is underemphasized in the curriculum.














II.
 
derivatives





underemphasis

 
/-sis /






noun





















underemployed

 
/ˌəndərimˈploid/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not having enough paid work or not doing work that makes full use of their skills and abilities.








II.
 
derivatives





underemployment

 
/ˌəndərəmˈploimənt ˌəndərimˈploimənt ˌəndəremˈploimənt /






noun





















underestimate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈestəˌmāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate (something) to be smaller or less important than it actually is




•
 
the administration has grossly underestimated the extent of the problem.










2.
 
regard (someone) as less capable than they really are




•
 
he had underestimated the new president.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌəndərˈestəmət /
 [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an estimate that is too low.








III.
 
derivatives





underestimation

 
/ˌəndərˌestəˈmāSH(ə)n /






noun





















underexpose

 
/ˌəndərəkˈspōz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Photography]

 expose (film or an image) for too short a time.








II.
 
derivatives





underexposure

 
/ˌənd(ə)rəkˈspōZHər /






noun





















underfed

 
/ˌəndərˈfed/






adjective




insufficiently fed or nourished.













underfinanced

 
/ˌəndərfəˈnanst ˌəndərˈfīnanst/






adjective




not having or receiving sufficient funding




•
 
the chronically underfinanced state budget.



















underfloor

 
/ˌəndərˈflôr/






adjective




situated or operating beneath the floor.













underflow

 
/ˈəndərˌflō/






noun



1.
 
an undercurrent.




2.
 
a horizontal flow of water through the ground, especially one underneath a riverbed.




3.
 


[Computing]

 the generation of a number that is too small to be represented in the device meant to store it.













underfoot

 
/ˌəndərˈfo͝ot/






adverb



1.
 
under one's feet; on the ground




•
 
it was very muddy underfoot




•
 


‹figurative›

 genuine rights were being trodden underfoot.










2.
 
constantly present and in one's way




•
 
the last thing my mother wanted was a child underfoot.



















underfund

 
/ˌəndərˈfənd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be underfunded

 )


1.
 
provide with insufficient funding.








II.
 
derivatives





underfunding

 
/ˌəndərˈfəndiNG /






noun





















underfur

 
/ˈəndərˌfər/






noun




an inner layer of short, fine fur or down underlying an animal's outer fur, providing warmth and waterproofing.













undergarment

 
/ˈəndərˌɡärmənt/






noun




an article of underclothing.













undergird

 
/ˌəndərˈɡərd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
secure or fasten from the underside, especially by a rope or chain passed underneath.




2.
 


‹formal›

 provide support or a firm basis for.













underglaze

 
/ˈəndərˌɡlāz/






noun




a color or design applied to pottery before it is glazed.














undergo

 
/ˌəndərˈɡō/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
experience or be subjected to (something, typically something unpleasant, painful, or arduous)




•
 
the baby underwent a life-saving brain operation.

















– origin

 Old English 
undergān

 ‘undermine’ (see under-
 , go
 1
 ).





undergrad

 
/ˈəndərˌɡrad/






noun






‹informal›

 an undergraduate.













undergraduate

 
/ˌəndərˈɡrajo͞oət/






noun




a student at a college or university who has not yet earned a bachelor's or equivalent degree.













underground





I.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˈəndərˌɡround /



1.
 
beneath the surface of the ground




•
 
miners working underground.










2.
 
in or into secrecy or hiding, especially as a result of carrying out subversive political activities




•
 
many were forced to 
go underground

 by the government.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈəndərˌɡround /



1.
 
situated beneath the surface of the ground




•
 
underground parking garages.










2.
 
of or relating to the secret activities of people working to subvert an established order




•
 
Czech underground literature.










3.
 
of or denoting a group or movement seeking to explore alternative forms of lifestyle or artistic expression; radical and experimental




•
 
the New York underground art scene.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌɡround /



1.
 
a group or movement organized secretly to work against an existing regime




•
 
I got involved with the French underground.










2.
 
a group or movement seeking to explore alternative forms of lifestyle or artistic expression




•
 
the late-sixties underground.










3.
 
(
the Underground

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a subway, especially the one in London




•
 
travel chaos on the Underground.



















underground economy






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the part of a country's economic activity that is unrecorded and untaxed by its government.













Underground Railroad

 
/ˈˌəndərˈˌɡround ˈrālˌrōd/






a secret network for helping slaves escape from the South to the North and to Canada in the years before the Civil War.









undergrowth

 
/ˈəndərˌɡrōTH/






noun




a dense growth of shrubs and other plants, especially under trees in woodland.













underhand

 
/ˈəndərˌhand/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a throw or stroke in sports) made with the arm or hand below shoulder level




•
 
he has a surprisingly good motion, more sidearm than underhand




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I served underhand.










2.
 
with the palm of the hand upward or outward




•
 
an underhand grip.










3.
 
another term for underhanded
 :




•
 
Laura would never agree to anything that smacked of underhand snooping.

















– origin

 Old English in the sense ‘in or into subjection, under control’ (see under-
 , hand
 ).






underhanded

 
/ˌəndərˈhandəd/





I.
 
adjective




acting or done in a secret or dishonest way




•
 
an underhanded method of snatching clients from rivals.














II.
 
derivatives





underhandedly

 
/ˌəndərˈhandədlē /






adverb





















underhandedness

 
/ˌəndərˈhandədnəs/






noun




secretive or dishonest behavior




•
 
he rules with a combination of threats and underhandedness.



















underhit

 
/ˈəndərˌhit/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in sporting contexts) fail to hit (a ball) strongly enough




•
 
the veteran defender underhit a couple of passes




•
 
he had to scramble on the third extra hole when he underhit an iron shot




•
 (as 
adj.

 
underhit

 )
 
she intercepted an underhit pass.



















underhung

 
/ˌəndərˈhəNG/






adjective




another term for undershot
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).













underinsured

 
/ˌəndərinˈSHo͝ord/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) having inadequate insurance coverage.








II.
 
derivatives





underinsurance

 
/ˌəndərinˈSHo͝orəns /






noun





















underinvest

 
/ˌəndərinˈvest/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to invest sufficient money or resources in a project or enterprise




•
 
we persistently underinvest in historic buildings.














II.
 
derivatives





underinvestment

 
/ˌəndərinˈves(t)mənt /






noun





















underlay1






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈlā /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place something under (something else), especially to support or raise it




•
 
the green fields are underlaid with limestone




•
 


‹figurative›

 a whine underlaid by an occasional choking sob.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌlā /



1.
 
something placed under or behind something else, especially material laid under a carpet for protection or support.




2.
 


[Music]

 the manner in which the words are fitted to the notes in a piece of vocal music.











– origin

 Old English 
underlecgan

 (see under-
 , lay
 1
 ).





underlay2


 
/ˌəndərˈlā ˈəndərˌlā/






past tense of underlie
 .









underlayment

 
/ˌəndərˈlāmənt/






noun




a layer between a subfloor and a finished floor that facilitates leveling and adhesion.




•
 
the underlayment may be of hardboard or particle board of various thicknesses.



















underlet

 
/ˌəndərˈlet/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
another term for sublet
 .




2.
 
lease (land or property) at less than the true value.














underlie

 
/ˌəndərˈlī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a layer of rock or soil) lie or be situated under (something).




2.
 
be the cause or basis of (something)




•
 
the fundamental issue that underlies the conflict




•
 (as 
adj.

 
underlying

 )
 
the underlying causes of poverty and drug addiction.

















– origin

 Old English 
underlicgan

 ‘be subject or subordinate to’ (see under-
 , lie
 1
 ).





underlife

 
/ˈəndərˌlīf/






noun




a way of living that the general public does not normally encounter.













underline





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈlīn /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw a line under (a word or phrase) to give emphasis or indicate special type.




2.
 
emphasize (something)




•
 
the improvement in retail sales was underlined by these figures.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərlīn /



1.
 
a line drawn under a word or phrase, especially for emphasis.




2.
 
the line of the lower part of an animal's body.













underlinen

 
/ˈəndərˌlinin/






noun






‹archaic›

 underclothes, especially those made of linen.













underling

 
/ˈəndərliNG/






noun

 — (usu. 
underlings

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person lower in status or rank.













underlip

 
/ˈəndərˌlip/






noun




the lower lip of a person or animal.













underlying

 
/ˌəndərˈlīiNG/






present participle of underlie
 .









underman

 
/ˌəndərˈman/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be undermanned

 )


1.
 
fail to provide with enough workers or crew




•
 
the public prosecutor's offices are hopelessly undermanned.



















undermentioned

 
/ˌəndərˈmen(t)SHənd/






adjective






(Brit.)

 mentioned at a later place in a book or document.













undermine

 
/ˌəndərˈmīn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
erode the base or foundation of (a rock formation).




2.
 
dig or excavate beneath (a building or fortification) so as to make it collapse.




3.
 
damage or weaken (someone or something), especially gradually or insidiously




•
 
this could undermine years of hard work.














II.
 
derivatives





underminer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from under-
 + the verb mine
 2
 , probably suggested by Middle Dutch 
ondermineren

 .





underneath

 
/ˌəndərˈnēTH/





I.
 
preposition, adverb



1.
 
situated directly below (something else)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
our bedroom is right underneath theirs




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
his eyes were red-rimmed with black bags underneath




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
on longer hair, the underneath layers can be permed to give extra body.










2.
 
so as to be concealed by (something else)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
money changed hands underneath the table




•
 


‹figurative›

 underneath his aloof air, Nicky was a warm and open young man




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
paint was peeling off in flakes to reveal grayish plaster underneath.










3.
 
partly or wholly concealed by (a garment)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
she could easily see the broadness of his shoulders underneath a tailored white shirt




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
I wear button-downs, and my T-shirts show underneath.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the part or side of something facing toward the ground; the underside.











– origin

 Old English 
underneothan

 ; compare with beneath
 .





undernourished

 
/ˌəndərˈnəriSHt/





I.
 
adjective




having insufficient food or other substances for good health and condition




•
 
undernourished children.














II.
 
derivatives





undernourishment

 
/ˌəndərˈnəriSHmənt /






noun





















undernutrition

 
/ˌəndərn(y)o͞oˈtriSH(ə)n/






noun




lack of proper nutrition, caused by not having enough food or not eating enough food containing substances necessary for growth and health




•
 
getting essential vitamins and minerals on the menu for all children is key to reducing undernutrition.



















underpaid

 
/ˌəndərˈpād/






past and past participle of underpay
 .









underpainting

 
/ˈəndərˌpān(t)iNG/






noun




paint subsequently overlaid with another layer or with a finishing coat.













underpants

 
/ˈəndərˌpan(t)s/






plural noun




an undergarment covering the lower part of the torso and having two holes for the legs.













underpart

 
/ˈəndərˌpärt/






noun



1.
 
a lower part or portion of something.




2.
 
(
underparts

 )
 — the underside of an animal's body, especially when of a specified color or pattern.













underpass

 
/ˈəndərˌpas/






noun




a road or pedestrian tunnel passing under another road or a railroad.














underpay

 
/ˌəndərˈpā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pay too little to (someone).




2.
 
pay less than is due for (something)


(as 
adj.

 
underpaid

 )


•
 
late or underpaid tax.














II.
 
derivatives





underpayment

 
/ˌəndərˈpāmənt /






noun





















underperform

 
/ˌəndərpərˈfôrm/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform less well than expected.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — increase in value less than




•
 
the shares have underperformed the market.














II.
 
derivatives





underperformance

 
/-ˈfôrməns /






noun





















underpin

 
/ˌəndərˈpin/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
support (a building or other structure) from below by laying a solid foundation below ground level or by substituting stronger for weaker materials.




2.
 
support, justify, or form the basis for




•
 
the theme of honor underpinning the two books.



















underpinning

 
/ˈəndərˌpiniNG/






noun



1.
 
a solid foundation laid below ground level to support or strengthen a building.




2.
 
a set of ideas, motives, or devices that justify or form the basis for something




•
 
the theoretical underpinning for free-market economics.



















underplant

 
/ˌəndərˈplant/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
plant or cultivate the ground around (a tall plant) with smaller plants




•
 
the roses 
are underplanted with

 pink and white bulbs.



















underplay

 
/ˌəndərˈplā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform (something) in a restrained way




•
 
the violins underplayed the romantic element in the music.










2.
 
represent (something) as being less important than it actually is




•
 
I do not wish to underplay the tragedies that have occurred.



















underplot

 
/ˈəndərˌplät/






noun




a subordinate plot in a play, novel, or similar work.













underpopulated

 
/ˌəndərˈpäpyəlādəd/





I.
 
adjective




having an insufficient or very small population.








II.
 
derivatives





underpopulation

 
/-ˌpäpyəˈlāSHən /






noun





















underpowered

 
/ˌəndərˈpou(ə)rd/






adjective




lacking sufficient mechanical, electrical, or other power.













underprepared

 
/ˌəndərprəˈperd/






adjective




not having prepared sufficiently to carry out a task.













underprice

 
/ˌəndərˈprīs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell or offer (something) at too low a price




•
 
we try not to underprice our books, while making sure they are still a good buy.










2.
 
sell or offer something at a lower price than (the competition)




•
 
Wal-Mart has underpriced its traditional competitors.



















underprivileged

 
/ˌəndərˈpriv(ə)lijd/






adjective




(of a person) not enjoying the same standard of living or rights as the majority of people in a society.













underproduce

 
/ˌəndərprəˈd(y)o͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
produce less of (a commodity) than is wanted or needed.




2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
underproduced

 )
 — record or produce (a song or movie) in such a basic way that it appears rough or unfinished




•
 
many of the album's best tracks are relatively underproduced.














II.
 
derivatives





underproduction

 
/ˌəndərprəˈdəkSHən /






noun





















underproof

 
/ˌəndərˈpro͞of/






adjective




containing less alcohol than proof spirit does.













underprop

 
/ˌəndərˈpräp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 support, especially with a prop.













underrate

 
/ˌəndə(r)ˈrāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
underrated

 )


1.
 
underestimate the extent, value, or importance of (someone or something)




•
 
a very underrated film.



















underrehearsed

 
/ˌəndə(r)rəˈhərst/






adjective




(of a performance or performer) having had insufficient rehearsals.













underreport

 
/ˌəndə(r)rəˈpôrt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fail to report (something) fully




•
 
athletes are inclined to underreport their use of drugs




•
 (as 
adj.

 
underreported

 )
 
underreported domestic violence.



















underrepresent

 
/ˌəndə(r)ˌreprəˈzent/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with insufficient or inadequate representation




•
 
women are underrepresented at high levels.














II.
 
derivatives





underrepresentation

 
/-zenˈtāSHən, -zən- /






noun





















under-resourced

 
/ˌəndə(r)ˈrēˌsôrst, -riˈsôrst/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 provided with insufficient resources




•
 
an overstretched and under-resourced service.














II.
 
derivatives





under-resourcing

 
/-ˈrēˌsôrsiNG, -riˈsôrs- /






noun





















undersaturated

 
/ˌəndərˈsaCHəˌrādəd/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 falling short of being saturated with a particular constituent.








II.
 
derivatives





undersaturation

 
/-ˌsaCHəˈrāSHən /






noun





















underscore





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌskôr /



1.
 
a line drawn under a word or phrase for emphasis.




2.
 
(on a computer or typewriter keyboard) a short horizontal line (_) on the baseline.








II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈəndərˌskôr ˌəndərˈskôr /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
underline (something).




2.
 
emphasize




•
 
the company underscored the progress made with fuel cells.



















undersea

 
/ˌəndərˈsē/






adjective




below the sea or the surface of the sea




•
 
undersea cables.



















undersecretary

 
/ˌəndərˈsekrəˌterē/






noun




a subordinate official, in particular (in the US) the principal assistant to a member of the cabinet, or (in the UK) a junior minister or senior civil servant.














undersell

 
/ˌəndərˈsel/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell something at a lower price than (a competitor)




•
 
we can equal or undersell mail order.










2.
 
promote or rate (something) insufficiently; undervalue




•
 
don't undersell yourself.



















underset





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈset /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 place (something) under something else, especially for support.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌset /



1.
 
another term for undercurrent
 .













undersexed

 
/ˌəndərˈsekst/






adjective




having unusually weak sexual desires.













undersheriff

 
/ˈəndərˌSHerif/






noun




a deputy sheriff.













undershirt

 
/ˈəndərˌSHərt/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an undergarment worn under a shirt.














undershoot





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈSHo͞ot /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fall short of (a point or target)




•
 
the figure undershot the government's original estimate.










2.
 
(of an aircraft) land short of (the runway).








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌSHo͞ot /



1.
 
an act of undershooting.













undershorts

 
/ˈəndərˌSHôrts/






plural noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 underpants, especially those worn by men or boys.













undershot

 
/ˈəndərˌSHät/





I.
 
past and past participle of undershoot
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a waterwheel) turned by water flowing under it.




2.
 
denoting or having a lower jaw that projects beyond the upper jaw.













underside

 
/ˈəndərˌsīd/






noun



1.
 
the bottom or lower side or surface of something




•
 
the butterfly's wings have a mottled brown pattern on the underside.










2.
 
the less favorable aspect of something




•
 
the sordid underside of the glamorous 1980s.



















undersigned

 
/ˈəndərˌsīnd/






adjective

 — (usu. as 
plural noun

 
the undersigned

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 whose signature is appended




•
 
we, the undersigned, wish to protest the current activities of the company.



















undersized

 
/ˌəndərˈsīzd /

 
undersize






adjective




of less than the usual size.













underskirt

 
/ˈəndərˌskərt/






noun




a skirt worn under another; a petticoat.













underslung

 
/ˌəndərˈsləNG/






adjective



1.
 
suspended from the underside of something




•
 
helicopters hover to lift underslung loads.










2.
 
(of a vehicle chassis) hanging lower than the axles.













undersoil

 
/ˈəndərsoil/






noun




subsoil.













undersold

 
/ˌəndərˈsōld/






past and past participle of undersell
 .









underspend

 
/ˌəndərˈspend/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
spend too little.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — spend less than (a specified or allocated amount)




•
 
schools have underspent their training budgets.



















understaff

 
/ˌəndərˈstaf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (an organization) with too few staff members to operate effectively


(as 
adj.

 
understaffed

 )


•
 
the department is understaffed and overworked.














II.
 
derivatives





understaffing

 
/ˌəndərˈstafiNG /






noun






















understand

 
/ˌəndərˈstand/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — perceive the intended meaning of (words, a language, or speaker)




•
 
he didn't understand a word I said




•
 
he could usually 
make himself understood






•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she understood what he was saying.










2.
 
perceive the significance, explanation, or cause of (something)




•
 
she didn't really understand the situation




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he couldn't understand why we burst out laughing




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
you don't understand—she has left me.










3.
 
be sympathetically or knowledgeably aware of the character or nature of




•
 
Picasso understood color




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I understand how you feel.










4.
 
interpret or view (something) in a particular way




•
 
as the term is usually understood, legislation refers to regulations and directives.










5.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — infer something from information received (often used as a polite formula in conversation)




•
 
I understand you're at art school




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
as I understood it, she was flying back to New Zealand tomorrow.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — regard (a missing word, phrase, or idea) as present; supply mentally




•
 
“present company excepted” is always understood when sweeping generalizations are being made.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — assume to be the case; take for granted




•
 
he liked to play the field—that was understood.














II.
 
derivatives





understander






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
understandan

 (see under-
 , stand
 ).





understandable

 
/ˌəndərˈstandəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be understood




•
 
though his accent was strange, the words were perfectly understandable.










2.
 
to be expected; natural, reasonable, or forgivable




•
 
such fears are understandable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
understandability

 
/-ˌstandəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
understandably

 
/ˌəndərˈstandəblē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
understandably, Richard did not believe me



























understanding

 
/ˌəndərˈstandiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to understand something; comprehension




•
 
foreign visitors with little understanding of English.










2.
 
the power of abstract thought; intellect




•
 
a child of sufficient intelligence and understanding.










3.
 
an individual's perception or judgment of a situation




•
 
my understanding was that he would try to find a new supplier.










4.
 
sympathetic awareness or tolerance




•
 
a problem that needs to be handled with understanding.










5.
 
an informal or unspoken agreement or arrangement




•
 
he and I have an understanding




•
 
he had only been allowed to come 
on the understanding that

 he would be on his best behavior.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
sympathetically aware of other people's feelings; tolerant and forgiving




•
 
people expect their doctor to be understanding.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 having insight or good judgment.








III.
 
derivatives





understandingly

 
/ˌəndərˈstandiNGlē /






adverb





















understate

 
/ˌəndərˈstāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
describe or represent (something) as being smaller, worse, or less important than it actually is




•
 
the press has understated the extent of the problem.














II.
 
derivatives





understater

 
/ˈəndərˌstātər /






noun





















understated

 
/ˌəndərˈstādəd/





I.
 
adjective




presented or expressed in a subtle and effective way




•
 
understated elegance.














II.
 
derivatives





understatedly






adverb





















understatement

 
/ˈəndərˌstātmənt/






noun




the presentation of something as being smaller, worse, or less important than it actually is




•
 
a master of English understatement




•
 
to say I am delighted is an understatement.



















understeer





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈstir /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a motor vehicle) have a tendency to turn less sharply than is intended




•
 
the car understeers on very fast bends.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəndərˌstir /



1.
 
the tendency of a vehicle to understeer.













understood

 
/ˌəndərˈsto͝od/






past and past participle of understand
 .









understored

 
/ˈəndərˌstôrd/






adjective




supplied with fewer retail stores than the market demands




•
 
specific market niches in which Chicago is understored compared to Los Angeles and New York.



















understory

 
/ˈəndərˌstôrē /

 


‹Brit.›

 understorey






noun






[Ecology]

 a layer of vegetation beneath the main canopy of a forest.













understrapper

 
/ˈəndərˌstrapər/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 an assistant or junior official.













understructure

 
/ˈəndərˌstrəkCHər/






noun




an underlying or supporting structure.













understudy

 
/ˈəndərˌstədē/





I.
 
noun




(in the theater) a person who learns another's role in order to be able to act as a replacement at short notice.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
learn (a role) or the role played by (an actor)




•
 
he had to understudy Prospero.



















undersubscribed

 
/ˌəndərsəbˈskrībd/






adjective




(of a course or event) having more places available than applications.













undersupply

 
/ˌəndərsəˈplī/






noun




an insufficient stock or amount of something




•
 
soaring construction levels resulted in a global undersupply of steel




•
 
house-price inflation has largely been caused by undersupply.



















undersurface

 
/ˈəndərˌsərfəs/






noun




the lower surface of something; the surface underneath, or on the bottom of, something.














undertake

 
/ˌəndərˈtāk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
commit oneself to and begin (an enterprise or responsibility); take on




•
 
a firm of builders undertook the construction work.










2.
 
[usu. with 
infinitive

 ]
 — promise to do a particular thing




•
 
the firm undertook to keep price increases to a minimum.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — guarantee or affirm something; give as a formal pledge




•
 
a truck driver implicitly 
undertakes that

 he is reasonably skilled as a driver.



















undertaker

 
/ˈəndərˌtākər/






noun




a person whose business is preparing dead bodies for burial or cremation and making arrangements for funerals.













undertaking

 
/ˈəndərˌtākiNG ˌəndərˈtākiNG/






noun



1.
 
a formal pledge or promise to do something




•
 
I give 
an undertaking that

 we shall proceed with the legislation.










2.
 
a task that is taken on; an enterprise




•
 
a mammoth undertaking that involved digging into the side of a cliff face.










3.
 
the action of undertaking to do something




•
 
the knowing undertaking of an obligation.










4.
 

/ˈəndərˌtākiNG /

 — the management of funerals as a profession.













underthings

 
/ˈəndərˌTHiNGz/






plural noun




underclothes, especially those worn by a woman or girl.













underthrust

 
/ˌəndərˈTHrəst /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
force (a crustal plate or other body of rock) beneath another plate or block.




2.
 
be forced underneath (another plate or block).








II.
 
noun




an instance of one plate or block being forced underneath another.













undertint

 
/ˈəndərˌtint/






noun




a subdued or delicate tint.













undertip

 
/ˌəndərˈtip/






verb




give (someone) an excessively small tip.













undertone

 
/ˈəndərˌtōn/






noun



1.
 
a subdued or muted tone of sound or color




•
 
they were talking in undertones




•
 
a pallid undertone to her tanned skin.










2.
 
an underlying quality or feeling




•
 
the sexual undertones of most advertising.



















undertook

 
/ˌəndərˈto͝ok/






past of undertake
 .









undertow

 
/ˈəndərˌtō/






noun



1.
 
another term for rip current
 , used in the incorrect belief that rip currents drag swimmers below the surface:




•
 
I was swept away by the undertow.










2.
 
an implicit quality, emotion, or influence underlying the superficial aspects of something and leaving a particular impression




•
 
there's a dark undertow of loss that links the novel with earlier works.



















undertrained

 
/ˌəndərˈtrānd/






adjective




with insufficient training for a job, sport, etc.













undertrick

 
/ˈəndərˌtrik/






noun






[Bridge]

 a trick by which the declarer falls short of their contract.













underuse





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəndərˈyo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
underused

 )


1.
 
use (something) below the optimum level




•
 
the owner noted a lot of underused space in that garage.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˌəndərˈyo͞os /



1.
 
insufficient use




•
 
underuse of existing services.



















underutilize

 
/ˌəndərˈyo͞odlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
underuse (something).








II.
 
derivatives





underutilization

 
/ˌəndərˌyo͞od(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌəndərˌyo͞od(ə)lˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















undervalue

 
/ˌəndərˈvalyo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
undervalued

 )


1.
 
rate (something) insufficiently highly; fail to appreciate




•
 
the skills of the housewife remain undervalued in society.










2.
 
underestimate the financial value of (something)




•
 
the company's assets were undervalued in its balance sheet.














II.
 
derivatives





undervaluation

 
/ˌəndərˌvalyəˈwāSH(ə)n /






noun





















undervest

 
/ˈəndərˌvest/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 an undershirt.













undervote

 
/ˈəndərˌvōt/






noun






(US)

 a ballot not counted because of unclear marking by the voter.













underwater

 
/ˌəndərˈwôdər/






adjective, adverb



1.
 
situated, occurring, or done beneath the surface of the water


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
there are underwater volcanoes in the region




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
they learn to navigate underwater at night.










2.
 
[
adj.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly US)

 (of a loan) having a balance that exceeds the current market value of the loan




•
 
an epidemic of underwater mortgages.



















underway

 
/ˌəndərˈwā /

 
under way





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
having started and in progress; being done or carried out




•
 
the remodeling should be underway by July.










2.
 
(of a boat) moving through the water




•
 
the ship was so huge and silent, I hadn't realized we had gotten underway.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as a nautical term): from Dutch 
onderweg

 .





underwear

 
/ˈəndərˌwer/






noun




clothing worn under other clothes, typically next to the skin.













underweight

 
/ˌəndərˈwāt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
below a weight considered normal or desirable




•
 
he was thirty pounds underweight.










2.
 
(also 
underweighted

 )
 — 

[Finance]

 having less investment in a particular area than is considered desirable or appropriate




•
 
the company is still underweight in Japan




•
 
underweighted in technology.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply too little weight to (something)




•
 
we feared the hot-air balloon had been underweighted




•
 


‹figurative›

 clinicians tend to overweight parent and underweight child information when deriving diagnoses.














III.
 
noun




insufficient weight.













underwent

 
/ˌəndərˈwent/






past of undergo
 .









underwhelm

 
/ˌəndərˈ(h)welm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be underwhelmed

 )


1.
 


‹humorous›

 fail to impress or make a positive impact on (someone); disappoint




•
 
American voters seem underwhelmed by the choices for president.

















– origin

 1950s: suggested by overwhelm
 .





underwing

 
/ˈəndərˌwiNG/






noun



1.
 
the hind wing of an insect, especially when it is normally hidden by a forewing.




2.
 
the underside of a bird's wing.




3.
 
(also 
underwing moth

 ) [usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a moth with drab forewings and brightly colored hind wings, typically yellow or red with a black terminal band.

[Several genera in the family 
Noctuidae

 .]













underwire

 
/ˈəndərˌwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a semicircular wire support stitched under each cup of a bra.








II.
 
derivatives





underwired

 
/ˈˌəndərˈˌwī(ə)rd /






adjective





















underwood

 
/ˈəndərˌwo͝od/






noun




small trees and shrubs growing beneath taller timber trees.













underwork

 
/ˌəndərˈwərk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be underworked

 )


1.
 
impose too little work on (someone)




•
 
its members are viewed by the public as overpaid and underworked.



















underworld

 
/ˈəndərˌwərld/






noun



1.
 
the world of criminals or of organized crime.




2.
 
the mythical abode of the dead, imagined as being under the earth.













underwrite

 
/ˌəndə(r)ˈrīt ˈəndə(r)ˌrīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sign and accept liability under (an insurance policy), thus guaranteeing payment in case loss or damage occurs.




2.
 
accept (a liability or risk) under an insurance policy.




3.
 
(of a bank or other financial institution) engage to buy all the unsold shares in (an issue of new securities).




4.
 
undertake to finance or otherwise support or guarantee (something)




•
 
they were willing to underwrite the construction of a ship.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 write (something) below something else, especially other written matter.








II.
 
derivatives





underwriter

 
/ˈəndə(r)ˌrīdər /






noun





















undescended

 
/ˌəndəˈsendəd/






adjective






[Medicine]

 (of a testicle) remaining in the abdomen instead of having descended normally into the scrotum.













undeserved

 
/ˌəndəˈzərvd/





I.
 
adjective




not warranted, merited, or earned




•
 
an undeserved term of imprisonment.














II.
 
derivatives





undeservedly

 
/ˌəndəˈzərvədlē ˌəndēˈzərvədlē /






adverb





















undeserving

 
/ˌəndəˈzərviNG/





I.
 
adjective




not deserving or worthy of something positive, especially help or praise.








II.
 
derivatives





undeservingly






adverb





















undesignated

 
/ˌənˈdeziɡˌnādəd/






adjective




not officially appointed or specified




•
 
stalls were illegally erected in undesignated areas




•
 
Paul seemed to be an undesignated leader.



















undesigned

 
/ˌəndəˈzīnd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unintended.




2.
 
arising from causes other than design




•
 
undesigned buildings.














II.
 
derivatives





undesignedly






adverb





















undesirable

 
/ˌəndəˈzī(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not wanted or desirable because harmful, objectionable, or unpleasant




•
 
the drug's undesirable side effects.














II.
 
noun




a person considered to be objectionable in some way.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
undesirability

 
/ˌəndəˌzī(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
undesirableness

 
/ˌəndəˈzī(ə)rəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
undesirably

 
/ˌəndəˈzī(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















undesired

 
/ˌəndəˈzī(ə)rd/






adjective




(especially of an act or consequence) not wanted or desired.













undestroyed

 
/ˌəndəˈstroid/






adjective




not destroyed; preserved




•
 
forests and undestroyed habitats.



















undetectable

 
/ˌəndəˈtektəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be detected.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
undetectability






noun













2.
 
undetectably






adverb





















undetected

 
/ˌəndəˈtektəd/






adjective




not detected or discovered




•
 
the thieves escaped undetected.



















undetermined

 
/ˌəndəˈtərmənd/






adjective



1.
 
not authoritatively decided or settled




•
 
the acquisition will result in an as yet undetermined number of layoffs.










2.
 
not known




•
 
the bus was traveling with an undetermined number of passengers when it crashed.



















undeterred

 
/ˌəndəˈtərd/






adjective




persevering with something despite setbacks




•
 
he was undeterred by these disasters.



















undetonated

 
/ənˈdetnˌādəd/






adjective




(of a bomb or other explosive weapon) not having been detonated.













undeveloped

 
/ˌəndəˈveləpt/






adjective



1.
 
not having been developed




•
 
undeveloped coal reserves.










2.
 
not having developed




•
 
undeveloped buds and shoots.



















undeviating

 
/ˌənˈdēvēˌādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




showing no deviation; constant and steady




•
 
the undeviating loyalty of his wife.














II.
 
derivatives





undeviatingly

 
/ˌənˈdēvēˌādiNGlē /






adverb





















undiagnosed

 
/ˌəndīəɡˈnōzd/






adjective




not diagnosed or having been subject to diagnosis.













undid

 
/ˌənˈdid/






past of undo
 .









undies

 
/ˈəndēz/





I.
 
plural noun






‹informal›

 articles of underwear, especially those of a woman or girl.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation.





undifferenced

 
/ˌənˈdif(ə)rənst/






adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of arms) not made distinct by a mark of difference.













undifferentiated

 
/ˌənˌdifəˈren(t)SHēˌādəd/






adjective




not different or differentiated




•
 
ideologically undifferentiated candidates.



















undigested

 
/ˌəndiˈjestid/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) not digested.




2.
 
(of information, facts, or ideas) not having been properly assessed, considered, or understood




•
 
undigested and conflicting intelligence.



















undignified

 
/ˌənˈdiɡnəˌfīd/






adjective




appearing foolish and unseemly; lacking in dignity




•
 
an undignified exit.



















undiluted

 
/ˌəndīˈlo͞odəd ˌəndəˈlo͞odəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a liquid) not diluted.




2.
 
not moderated or weakened in any way




•
 
a sudden surge of pure, undiluted happiness.



















undiminished

 
/ˌəndəˈminiSHt/






adjective




not diminished, reduced, or lessened




•
 
his enthusiasm for the game remains undiminished.



















undine

 
/ˈəndēn/





I.
 
noun




a female spirit or nymph inhabiting water.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
undina

 (a word invented by Paracelsus), from Latin 
unda

 ‘a wave.’





undiplomatic

 
/ˌənˌdipləˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




being or appearing insensitive and tactless.








II.
 
derivatives





undiplomatically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















undirected

 
/ˌəndəˈrektəd ˌənˌdīˈrektəd/






adjective




lacking direction; without a particular aim, purpose, or target




•
 
she was full of ineffectual undirected anger.



















undiscerning

 
/ˌəndiˈsərniNG/






adjective




lacking judgment, insight, or taste




•
 
an undiscerning audience.



















undisciplined

 
/ˌənˈdisəplind/






adjective




lacking in discipline; uncontrolled in behavior or manner.













undisclosed

 
/ˌəndisˈklōzd/






adjective




not revealed or made known publicly




•
 
an out-of-court settlement for an undisclosed amount.



















undiscovered

 
/ˌəndəˈskəvərd/






adjective




not discovered




•
 
the novel had lain undiscovered for years among his papers.



















undiscriminating

 
/ˌəndisˈkriməˌnādiNG/






adjective




not having or showing good judgment or taste.













undiscussed

 
/ˌəndisˈkəst/






adjective




not discussed.













undisguised

 
/ˌəndisˈɡīzd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a feeling) not disguised or concealed; open




•
 
she looked at him with undisguised contempt.














II.
 
derivatives





undisguisedly

 
/-ˈɡīzidlē /






adverb





















undismayed

 
/ˌəndisˈmād/






adjective




not dismayed or discouraged by a setback.













undisputable

 
/ˌəndəˈspyo͞odəb(ə)l/






adjective




another term for indisputable
 .













undisputed

 
/ˌəndəˈspyo͞odəd/






adjective




not disputed or called into question; accepted.













undisputedly

 
/ˌəndiˈspyo͞odədlē/






adverb




without question; certainly




•
 
he is undisputedly the fastest player in Europe.



















undissociated

 
/ˌəndiˈsōSHēˌātid/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 (of a molecule) not dissociated into oppositely charged ions.













undistinguishable

 
/ˌəndəˈstiNGɡwiSHəb(ə)l/






adjective




indistinguishable.













undistinguished

 
/ˌəndəˈstiNGɡwiSHt/






adjective




lacking distinction; unexceptional




•
 
an undistinguished career.



















undistorted

 
/ˌəndisˈtôrdəd/






adjective




not distorted




•
 
it may be difficult to provide undistorted information.



















undistracted

 
/ˌəndiˈstraktəd/






adjective




able to concentrate fully on something; not distracted




•
 
she was undistracted by the flashing cameras.



















undistributed

 
/ˌəndisˈtribyo͞odəd/






adjective




not distributed.













undistributed middle






noun






[Logic]

 a fallacy arising from the failure of the middle term of a syllogism to refer to all the members of a class in at least one premise.













undisturbed

 
/ˌəndəˈstərbd/






adjective




not disturbed




•
 
a quiet weekend of undisturbed tranquillity




•
 
the tombs had lain undisturbed for 2,500 years.



















undivided

 
/ˌəndəˈvīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
not divided, separated, or broken into parts.




2.
 
concentrated on or devoted completely to one object




•
 
I can now give you my undivided attention.




















undo

 
/ˌənˈdo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten, untie, or loosen (something)




•
 
the knot was difficult to undo.










2.
 
cancel or reverse the effects or results of (a previous action or measure)




•
 
there wasn't any way Evelyn could undo the damage.










3.
 
cancel (the last one or more commands executed by a computer).




4.
 


‹formal›

 cause the downfall or ruin of




•
 
Iago's hatred of women undoes him.














II.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a feature of a computer program that allows a user to cancel or reverse the last one or more commands executed.











– origin

 Old English 
undōn

 (see un-
 2
 , do
 1
 ).





undock

 
/ˌənˈdäk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate (a spacecraft) from another in space




•
 
Conrad undocked Gemini and used his thruster to back slowly away




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Atlantis is scheduled to undock from Mir today.










2.
 
take (a ship) out of or away from a dock.













undocumented

 
/ˌənˈdäkyəˌmen(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
not recorded in or proved by documents.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 not having the appropriate legal document or license




•
 
undocumented immigrants.



















undoing

 
/ˌənˈdo͞oiNG/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a person's ruin or downfall




•
 
he knew of his ex-partner's role in his undoing.










2.
 
the cause of a person's ruin or downfall




•
 
that complacency was to be their undoing.



















undomesticated

 
/ˌəndəˈmestəˌkādəd/






adjective




not domesticated




•
 
I never cook for him and I am totally undomesticated.



















undone

 
/ˌənˈdən/





I.
 
past participle of undo
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
not tied or fastened




•
 
the top few buttons of his shirt were undone.










2.
 
not done or finished




•
 
he had left his homework undone.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 (of a person) ruined by a disastrous or devastating setback or reverse




•
 
I am undone!



















undoubtable

 
/ˌənˈdoudəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 not able to be doubted; indubitable.








II.
 
derivatives





undoubtably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















undoubted

 
/ˌənˈdoudəd/






adjective




not questioned or doubted by anyone




•
 
her undoubted ability.



















undoubtedly

 
/ˌənˈdoudədlē/






adverb




without doubt; certainly




•
 
they are undoubtedly guilty.



















UNDP






abbreviation




United Nations Development Program.













undrained

 
/ˌənˈdrānd/






adjective




not emptied of water; not drained




•
 
undrained marshes.



















undramatic

 
/ˌəndrəˈmadik/






adjective



1.
 
lacking the qualities expected in drama




•
 
an undramatic libretto.










2.
 
unexciting




•
 
research tends to be undramatic and unglamorous.



















undraped

 
/ˌənˈdrāpt/






adjective



1.
 
not covered with cloth or drapery.




2.
 
(especially of a model or subject in art) nude.













undreamed

 
/ˌənˈdrēmd /

 


‹Brit.›

 undreamt






adjective

 — (
undreamed of

 )


1.
 
not thought to be possible (used to express pleasant surprise at the amount, extent, or level of something)




•
 
a level of comfort undreamed of in earlier times




•
 
she is now enjoying undreamed-of success.



















undress

 
/ˌənˈdres/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take off one's clothes




•
 
she undressed and climbed into bed




•
 
I went into the bathroom to 
get undressed

 .










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take the clothes off (someone else).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being naked or only partially clothed




•
 
women in various states of undress.










2.
 


[Military]

 ordinary clothing or uniform, as opposed to that worn on ceremonial occasions.

Compare with full dress
 .













undressed

 
/ˌənˈdrest/






adjective



1.
 
wearing no clothes




•
 
he was undressed and ready for bed.










2.
 
not treated, processed, or prepared for use




•
 
undressed deerskin




•
 
a rough, undressed stone slab.










3.
 
(of food) not having a dressing




•
 
an undressed salad.



















undrinkable

 
/ˌənˈdriNGkəb(ə)l/






adjective




not fit to be drunk because of impurity or poor quality.













UNDRO






abbreviation




United Nations Disaster Relief Office.













undrunk

 
/ˌənˈdrəNGk/






adjective




(of drink) not consumed




•
 
he ran out, leaving his coffee undrunk and the bill unpaid




•
 
mugs of undrunk tea.



















undue

 
/ˌənˈd(y)o͞o/





I.
 
adjective




unwarranted or inappropriate because excessive or disproportionate




•
 
this figure did not give rise to undue concern.














II.
 
derivatives





unduly

 
/ˌənˈd(y)o͞olē /






adverb





















undue influence






noun






[Law]

 influence by which a person is induced to act otherwise than by their own free will or without adequate attention to the consequences.













undulant

 
/ˈənjələnt ˈəndyələnt/





I.
 
adjective




having a rising and falling motion or appearance like that of waves; undulating.








II.
 
derivatives





undulance






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
undulant-

 ‘moving like a wave,’ from the verb 
undulare

 .





undulant fever





I.
 
noun




brucellosis in humans.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: so named because of the intermittent fever associated with the disease.





undulate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈənjəˌlāt /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move with a smooth wavelike motion




•
 
her body undulated to the thumping rhythm of the music.










2.
 
(usu. 
adj.

 
undulating

 )
 — have a wavy form or outline




•
 
delightful views over undulating countryside.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈənjəˌlət ˈənjəˌlāt /



1.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (especially of a leaf) having a wavy surface or edge.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
undulately

 
/-litlē /






adverb













2.
 
undulation

 
/ˌənjəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
undulatory

 
/ˈənjələˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
undulatus

 , from Latin 
unda

 ‘a wave.’





undusted

 
/ˌənˈdəstəd/






adjective




not cleaned of dust or dirt; left dusty




•
 
woe betide any maid who left a corner undusted.



















undy

 
/ˈəndē/






adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 another term for wavy
 .













undyed

 
/ənˈdīd/






adjective




(especially of fabric) not dyed; of its natural color.













undying

 
/ˌənˈdīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an emotion) lasting forever




•
 
promises of undying love.














II.
 
derivatives





undyingly

 
/ˌənˈdīiNGlē /






adverb





















unearned

 
/ˌənˈərnd/






adjective



1.
 
not earned or deserved




•
 
unearned privileges.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a run) scored as the result of or following an error made by the fielding side, and not recorded in the pitcher's earned run average.














unearned income






noun




income from investments rather than from work.













unearned increment






noun




an increase in the value of land or property without labor or expenditure on the part of the owner.













unearth

 
/ˌənˈərTH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find (something) in the ground by digging.




2.
 
discover (something hidden, lost, or kept secret) by investigation or searching




•
 
they have done all they can to unearth the truth.



















unearthly

 
/ˌənˈərTHlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unnatural or mysterious, especially in a disturbing way




•
 
unearthly quiet.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unreasonably early or inconvenient




•
 
a job that involves getting up at an unearthly hour.














II.
 
derivatives





unearthliness

 
/ˌənˈərTHlēnəs /






noun





















unease

 
/ˌənˈēz/






noun




anxiety or discontent




•
 
public unease about defense policy.



















uneasy

 
/ˌənˈēzē/





I.
 
adjective




causing or feeling anxiety; troubled or uncomfortable




•
 
she felt guilty now and a little uneasy




•
 
an uneasy silence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uneasily

 
/ˌənˈēzilē /






adverb













2.
 
uneasiness

 
/ˌənˈēzēnəs /






noun





















uneaten

 
/ˌənˈētn/






adjective




not eaten




•
 
salad lying uneaten on the plate.



















uneconomic

 
/ˌənˌekəˈnämik ˌənˌēkəˈnämik/






adjective



1.
 
unprofitable




•
 
costs for seven huge, uneconomic reactors.










2.
 
constituting an inefficient use of money or other resources




•
 
it may be uneconomic to repair some goods.



















uneconomical

 
/ˌənˌekəˈnämik(ə)l ˌənˌēkəˈnämik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




wasteful of money or other resources; not economical




•
 
the old buses eventually become uneconomical to run.














II.
 
derivatives





uneconomically

 
/ˌənekəˈnämək(ə)lē ˌənēkəˈnämək(ə)lē /






adverb





















unedifying

 
/ˌənˈedəˌfīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an event taking place in public) distasteful; unpleasant




•
 
the unedifying sight of the two leaders screeching conflicting proposals.














II.
 
derivatives





unedifyingly






adverb





















unedited

 
/ˌənˈedədəd/






adjective




(of material for publication or broadcasting) not edited.













uneducated

 
/ˌənˈejəˌkādəd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking an education; poorly educated.








II.
 
derivatives





uneducable

 
/-kəbəl /






adjective





















unelaborated

 
/ˌənəˈlabəˌrādid/






adjective




not developed or presented in further detail




•
 
the theory remains unelaborated and sketchy




•
 
he prefers the unelaborated 1818–23 text.



















unelectable

 
/ˌənəˈlektəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a candidate or party) unable to be elected.













unelected

 
/ˌənəˈlektəd/






adjective




(of an official) not elected




•
 
unelected bureaucrats.



















unembarrassed

 
/ˌənemˈbarəst/






adjective




not feeling or showing embarrassment.













unembellished

 
/ˌənemˈbeliSHt/






adjective




not embellished or decorated




•
 
the unembellished truth.



















unemotional

 
/ˌənəˈmōSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing strong feelings




•
 
a flat, unemotional voice.














II.
 
derivatives





unemotionally

 
/ˌənəˈmōSHənlē ˌənəˈmōSHnəlē ˌənˌēˈmōSHənlē ˌənˌēˈmōSHnəlē /






adverb





















unemployable

 
/ˌənəmˈploiəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not able or likely to get paid employment, especially because of a lack of skills or qualifications.








II.
 
noun




an unemployable person.








III.
 
derivatives





unemployability

 
/-ˌploi-əˈbilətē /






noun





















unemployed

 
/ˌənəmˈploid/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) without a paid job but available to work




•
 
I was unemployed for three years




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the unemployed

 )
 
a training program for the long-term unemployed.










2.
 
(of a thing) not in use.













unemployment

 
/ˌənəmˈploimənt/






noun



1.
 
the state of being unemployed.




2.
 
the number or proportion of unemployed people




•
 
a time of high unemployment.










3.
 
short for unemployment benefit
 .














unemployment benefit

 
/ˌənəmˈploimənt ˈbenəfit /

 
unemployment compensation






noun




a payment made by a government or a labor union to an unemployed person.













unemployment compensation






noun




money that substitutes for wages or salary, paid to recently unemployed workers under a program administered by a government or labor union.













unenclosed

 
/ˌənenˈklōzd/






adjective




not enclosed by walls or fences




•
 
the main staircase is unenclosed at the lobby level.



















unencrypted

 
/ˌəninˈkriptəd/






adjective






[Computing]

 (of information or data) not converted into a code that would prevent unauthorized access




•
 
unencrypted passwords.



















unencumbered

 
/ˌənenˈkəmbərd/






adjective



1.
 
not having any burden or impediment




•
 
he needed to travel light and unencumbered.










2.
 
free of debt or other financial liability.













unending

 
/ˌənˈendiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or seeming to have no end




•
 
the charity rescues children from unending poverty.










2.
 
countless or continual




•
 
unending demands.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unendingly

 
/ˌənˈendiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unendingness






noun





















unendurable

 
/ˌənənˈd(y)o͝orəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be tolerated or endured




•
 
cries of unendurable suffering.














II.
 
derivatives





unendurably

 
/ˌənənˈd(y)o͝orəblē /






adverb





















unenergetic

 
/ˌənenərˈjedik/






adjective




lacking energy or vigor




•
 
I felt lethargic and unenergetic, and going into work was the last thing I wanted to do.



















unenforceable

 
/ˌənenˈfôrsəbəl/






adjective




(especially of an obligation or law) impossible to enforce.













unengaged

 
/ˌənenˈɡājd/






adjective




not occupied or engaged.













un-English

 
/ˌənˈiNG(ɡ)liSH/






adjective




not considered characteristic of English people or the English language.













unenlightened

 
/ˌənenˈlītnd/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing an enlightened outlook




•
 
unenlightened thinking.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unenlightening






adjective













2.
 
unenlightenment






noun





















unenriched

 
/ˌənenˈriCHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of foodstuffs or soil) without additional nutrients added




•
 
unenriched white flour.










2.
 
(of uranium) in the natural state, containing less than one percent U-235 (an unstable, fissionable isotope of uranium ore).













unentangle

 
/ˌəninˈtaNGɡəl/






verb




another term for disentangle
 .













unenthused

 
/ˌənˌenˈTH(y)o͞ozd/






adjective




not interested or appreciative; unenthusiastic




•
 
they are pretty unenthused about the idea




•
 
he asked for a date, she gave him an unenthused yes.



















unenthusiastic

 
/ˌənenˌTHo͞ozēˈastik/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing enthusiasm




•
 
an unenthusiastic response.














II.
 
derivatives





unenthusiastically

 
/ˌənenˌTHo͞ozēˈastik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unenviable

 
/ˌənˈenvēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




difficult, undesirable, or unpleasant




•
 
he had the unenviable task of trying to reconcile their disparate interests




•
 
an unenviable reputation for drunkenness.














II.
 
derivatives





unenviably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















UNEP






abbreviation




United Nations Environment Programme.













unequal

 
/ˌənˈēkwəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not equal in quantity, size, or value




•
 
two rooms of unequal size




•
 
unequal odds.










2.
 
not fair, evenly balanced, or having equal advantage




•
 
the ownership of capital is unequal in this country.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — not having the ability or resources to meet a challenge




•
 
she felt 
unequal to

 the task before her.














II.
 
noun




a person or thing considered to be different from another in status or level.








III.
 
derivatives





unequally

 
/ˌənˈēkwəlē /






adverb





















unequaled

 
/ˌənˈēkwəld /

 


‹Brit.›

 unequalled






adjective




superior to all others in performance or extent




•
 
a range of facilities unequaled in Chicago




•
 
trout of unequaled quality.



















unequipped

 
/ˌəniˈkwipt/






adjective




not equipped with the necessary items or skills




•
 
kids unequipped to deal with the situation.



















unequivocal

 
/ˌənəˈkwivək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




leaving no doubt; unambiguous




•
 
an unequivocal answer




•
 
he was unequivocal in condemning the violence.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unequivocally

 
/ˌənəˈkwivək(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
unequivocalness






noun





















unerring

 
/ˌənˈəriNG ˌənˈeriNG/





I.
 
adjective




always right or accurate




•
 
an unerring sense of direction.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unerringly

 
/ˌənˈe(ə)riNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unerringness






noun





















unescapable

 
/ˌənəˈskāpəbəl/






adjective




another term for inescapable
 .













UNESCO

 
/yo͞oˈneskō /

 
Unesco





I.
 
an agency of the United Nations established in 1945 to promote the exchange of information, ideas, and culture. In 1984 the US withdrew from the organization, but in 2003, after satisfied with certain reforms, it rejoined.







– origin

 acronym from 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization

 .





unescorted

 
/ˌənəˈskôrdəd ˌənˈeskôrdəd/






adjective



1.
 
not escorted, especially for protection, security, or as a mark of rank




•
 
their task was to prey on unescorted enemy merchant ships and sink them.










2.
 
unaccompanied by a social partner




•
 
in some bars unescorted women were not served.



















unessential

 
/ˌənəˈsen(t)SHəl/






adjective, noun




another term for inessential
 .













unethical

 
/ˌənˈeTHək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not morally correct




•
 
it is unethical to torment any creature for entertainment.














II.
 
derivatives





unethically

 
/ˌənˈeTHək(ə)lē /






adverb





















uneven

 
/ˌənˈēvən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not level or smooth




•
 
the floors are cracked and uneven.










2.
 
not regular, consistent, or equal




•
 
the uneven distribution of resources.










3.
 
(of a contest) not equally balanced




•
 
Fran struggled briefly but soon gave up the uneven contest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unevenly

 
/ˌənˈēv(ə)nlē /






adverb













2.
 
unevenness

 
/ˌənˈēv(ə)nnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unefen

 ‘not corresponding exactly’ (see un-
 1
 , even
 1
 ).






uneven bars

 
uneven parallel bars






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 a pair of parallel bars set at different heights, used in women's gymnastics.













uneventful

 
/ˌəniˈventfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not marked by interesting or exciting events.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uneventfully

 
/ˌəniˈventfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
uneventfulness






noun





















unexamined

 
/ˌəniɡˈzamənd/






adjective




not investigated or examined




•
 
widely held but largely unexamined preconceptions.



















unexampled

 
/ˌənəɡˈzampəld/






adjective






‹formal›

 having no precedent or parallel




•
 
a regime that brought such unexampled disaster on its people.



















unexcelled

 
/ˌənˌekˈseld/






adjective




better than any other examples of the same type; matchless




•
 
as expositions of science these books are unexcelled




•
 
his unexcelled capacity for hard work.



















unexceptionable

 
/ˌənəkˈsepSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not open to objection




•
 
the unexceptionable belief that society should be governed by law.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unexceptionableness






noun













2.
 
unexceptionably

 
/ˌənəkˈsepSH(ə)nəblē /






adverb



















usage:

 There is a clear distinction in meaning between 
exceptionable

 (‘open to objection’) and 
exceptional

 (‘out of the ordinary, very good’). However, this distinction has become blurred in the negative forms 
unexceptionable

 and 
unexceptional

 . Strictly speaking, 
unexceptionable

 means ‘not open to objection’ (this request is 
unexceptionable

 in itself), while 
unexceptional

 means ‘not out of the ordinary, usual’ (the hotel was adequate but 
unexceptional

 ). But, although the distinction may be clear in these two examples, the meaning of 
unexceptionable

 is often indeterminate between ‘not open to objection’ and ‘ordinary,’ as in the food was bland and 
unexceptionable

 or the candidates were pretty 
unexceptionable

 . See also usage at exceptionable
 .





unexceptional

 
/ˌənəkˈsepSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not out of the ordinary; usual




•
 
an unexceptional movie.














II.
 
derivatives





unexceptionally

 
/ˌənəkˈsepSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb



















usage:

 See usage at unexceptionable
 .





unexcitable

 
/ˌənəkˈsīdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not easily excited.








II.
 
derivatives





unexcitability

 
/-ˌsītəˈbilətē /






noun





















unexciting

 
/ˌənikˈsīdiNG/






adjective




not exciting; dull.













unexercised

 
/ˌənˈeksərˌsīzd/






adjective



1.
 
not made use of or put into practice




•
 
unexercised stock options.










2.
 
(of a person) not taking exercise; unfit.













unexpected

 
/ˌənəkˈspektəd/





I.
 
adjective




not expected or regarded as likely to happen




•
 
his death was totally unexpected




•
 (as 
noun

 
the unexpected

 )
 
he seemed to have a knack for saying the unexpected.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unexpectedly

 
/ˌənəkˈspektədlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
an unexpectedly high price



















2.
 
unexpectedness






noun





















unexpired

 
/ˌənəkˈspī(ə)rd/






adjective




(of an agreement or period of time) not yet having come to an end




•
 
the unexpired portion of the lease.



















unexplainable

 
/ˌənəkˈsplānəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be explained or accounted for




•
 
unexplainable rages.














II.
 
derivatives





unexplainably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unexplained

 
/ˌənəkˈsplānd/






adjective



1.
 
not described or made clear; unknown




•
 
the reason for her summons was as yet unexplained.










2.
 
not accounted for or attributable to an identified cause




•
 
SIDS is still an unexplained phenomenon.



















unexploded

 
/ˌənikˈsplōdəd/






adjective




(of a bomb or other explosive device) not having exploded.













unexploited

 
/ˌənəkˈsploidəd/






adjective




(of resources) not used to maximum benefit




•
 
unexploited reserves of natural gas.



















unexplored

 
/ˌənəkˈsplôrd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a country or area) not investigated or mapped.




2.
 
not evaluated or discussed in detail




•
 
the research focuses on an unexplored theme in European history.



















unexposed

 
/ˌənəkˈspōzd/






adjective



1.
 
covered or protected; not vulnerable.




2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — not introduced to or acquainted with something




•
 
a person 
unexposed to

 spiritualist traditions.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — not made public; concealed




•
 
no secrets were left unexposed.










4.
 
(of photographic film) not subjected to light.













unexpressed

 
/ˌənəkˈsprest/






adjective



1.
 
(of a thought or feeling) not communicated or made known




•
 
he thought it best to leave his doubts unexpressed.










2.
 


[Genetics]

 (of a gene) not appearing in a phenotype.













unexpressive

 
/ˌənikˈspresiv/





I.
 
adjective




showing no expression; emotionless




•
 
his big brown eyes were dull and unexpressive.














II.
 
derivatives





unexpressively






adverb





















unexpurgated

 
/ˌənˈekspərˌɡādəd/






adjective




(of a text) complete and containing all the original material; uncensored.













unfaceable

 
/ˌənˈfāsəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a situation or circumstance) not able to be confronted or dealt with.













unfading

 
/ˌənˈfādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not losing brightness, vitality, or strength.








II.
 
derivatives





unfadingly






adverb





















unfailing

 
/ˌənˈfāliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without error or fault




•
 
his unfailing memory for names.










2.
 
reliable or constant




•
 
his mother had always been an unfailing source of reassurance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfailingly

 
/ˌənˈfāliNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfailingness

 
/ˌənˈfāliNGnəs /






noun





















unfair

 
/ˌənˈfer/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not based on or behaving according to the principles of equality and justice




•
 
at times like these the legal system appears inhumane and unfair.










2.
 
unkind, inconsiderate, or unreasonable




•
 
you're unfair to criticize like that when she's never done you any harm.










3.
 
not following the rules of a game or sport.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfairly

 
/ˈˌənˈfe(ə)rlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfairness

 
/ˈˌənˈfe(ə)rnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unfæger

 ‘not beautiful’ (see un-
 1
 , fair
 1
 ).





unfaithful

 
/ˌənˈfāTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not faithful, in particular




2.
 
engaging in sexual relations with a person other than one's regular partner in contravention of a previous promise or understanding




•
 
you haven't 
been unfaithful to

 him, have you?




•
 
her unfaithful husband.










3.
 
disloyal, treacherous, or insincere




•
 
she felt that to sell the house would be 
unfaithful to

 her parents' memory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfaithfully

 
/ˌənˈfāTHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfaithfulness

 
/ˌənˈfāTHfəlnəs /






noun





















unfaltering

 
/ˌənˈfôltəriNG/





I.
 
adjective




not faltering; steady; resolute




•
 
her unfaltering energy and determination.














II.
 
derivatives





unfalteringly

 
/ˌənˈfôltəriNGlē /






adverb





















unfamiliar

 
/ˌənfəˈmilyər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not known or recognized




•
 
his voice was 
unfamiliar to

 her.










2.
 
unusual or uncharacteristic




•
 
the yellow taxicab was an unfamiliar sight on these roads.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unfamiliar with

 )
 — not having knowledge or experience of




•
 
the organization was set up to advise people who might be unfamiliar with legal procedures.














II.
 
derivatives





unfamiliarity

 
/ˌənfəˌmilˈyerədē ˌənfəˌmilēˈerədē /






noun





















unfashionable

 
/ˌənˈfaSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not fashionable or popular at a particular time




•
 
they lived in an unfashionable part of Houston.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfashionableness

 
/ˌənˈfaSH(ə)nəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













2.
 
unfashionably

 
/ˌənˈfaSH(ə)nəblē /






adverb





















unfashioned

 
/ˌənˈfaSHənd/






adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 not made into a specific shape; formless.













unfasten

 
/ˌənˈfas(ə)n/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
open the fastening of; undo (something)




•
 
Allie stands before the mirror unfastening her earrings




•
 (as 
adj.

 
unfastened

 )
 
he had left the door unfastened.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become loose or undone.













unfathered

 
/ˌənˈfäT͟Hərd/






adjective



1.
 


‹dated›

 having no known or acknowledged father; illegitimate.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹chiefly literary›

 of unknown or obscure origin




•
 
unfathered rumors.



















unfathomable

 
/ˌənˈfaT͟Həməb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
incapable of being fully explored or understood




•
 
her gray eyes were dark with some unfathomable emotion.










2.
 
(of water or a natural feature) impossible to measure the extent of.








II.
 
derivatives





unfathomably






adverb





















unfathomed

 
/ˌənˈfaT͟Həmd/






adjective



1.
 
not fully explored or understood.




2.
 
(of water) of unascertained depth.













unfavorable

 
/ˌənˈfāv(ə)rəb(ə)l /

 


‹Brit.›

 unfavourable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
expressing or showing a lack of approval or support




•
 
single mothers are often the target of unfavorable press attention.










2.
 
adverse; inauspicious




•
 
it would be unwise to sell the company while the economic circumstances are so unfavorable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfavorableness

 
/ˌənˈfāv(ə)rəbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
unfavorably

 
/ˌənˈfāv(ə)rəblē /






adverb





















unfazed

 
/ˌənˈfāzd/






adjective




not disconcerted or perturbed




•
 
the protestors were unfazed by the prospect of arrest.



















unfeasible

 
/ˌənˈfēzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




inconvenient or impractical




•
 
childcare is expensive, making the return to work unfeasible for many women.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfeasibility






noun













2.
 
unfeasibly






adverb





















unfed

 
/ˌənˈfed/






adjective




not having been fed.













unfeeling

 
/ˌənˈfēliNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unsympathetic, harsh, or callous.




2.
 
lacking physical sensation or sensitivity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfeelingly

 
/ˌənˈfēliNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfeelingness

 
/ˌənˈfēliNGnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
unfēlende

 ‘insensible’ (see un-
 1
 , feeling
 ).





unfeigned

 
/ˌənˈfānd/





I.
 
adjective




genuine; sincere




•
 
a broad smile of unfeigned delight.














II.
 
derivatives





unfeignedly

 
/ˌənˈfānədlē /






adverb





















unfelt

 
/ˌənˈfelt/






adjective




not felt or experienced




•
 
he had no desire to trade unfelt greetings with his mother-in-law.



















unfeminine

 
/ˌənˈfemənin/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing qualities traditionally associated with women.








II.
 
derivatives





unfemininity






noun





















unfenced

 
/ˌənˈfenst/






adjective




not provided with fences.













unfermented

 
/ˌənfərˈmen(t)əd/






adjective




not fermented.













unfertilized

 
/ˌənˈfərdlˌīzd/






adjective




not fertilized




•
 
an unfertilized egg




•
 
unfertilized land.



















unfetter

 
/ˌənˈfedər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
unfettered

 )


1.
 
release from restraint or inhibition




•
 
his imagination is unfettered by the laws of logic.



















unfilial

 
/ˌənˈfilyəl/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing the qualities associated with a son or daughter.








II.
 
derivatives





unfilially

 
/ˌənˈfilēəlē /






adverb





















unfilled

 
/ˌənˈfild/






adjective




not filled




•
 
12% of IT jobs in the city are unfilled.



















unfilmable

 
/ənˈfilməbl/






adjective




(especially of a novel) not suitable to be adapted for a movie.




•
 
the trilogy was once considered unfilmable.



















unfiltered

 
/ˌənˈfiltərd/






adjective



1.
 
not having been filtered




•
 
unfiltered tap water.










2.
 
(of a cigarette) not provided with a filter.













unfinished

 
/ˌənˈfiniSHt/






adjective



1.
 
not finished or concluded; incomplete




•
 
her last novel is unfinished.










2.
 
(of an object) not having been given an attractive surface appearance as the final stage of manufacture.













unfit

 
/ˌənˈfit/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a thing) not of the necessary quality or standard to meet a particular purpose




•
 
the land is 
unfit for

 food crops.










2.
 
(of a person) not having the requisite qualities or skills to undertake something competently




•
 
she is unfit to have care and control of her children.










3.
 


[Biology]

 (of a species) not able to produce viable offspring or survive in a particular environment.




4.
 
(of a person) not in good physical condition, typically as a result of failure to exercise regularly.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 make (something or someone) unsuitable; disqualify.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfitly

 
/ˌənˈfitlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfitness

 
/ˌənˈfitnəs /






noun





















unfitted

 
/ˌənˈfidəd/






adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a person) not fitted or suited for a particular task or vocation




•
 
he seemed to know he was 
unfitted for

 such a role.










2.
 
(of furniture) not fitted.













unfitting

 
/ˌənˈfidiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not fitting or suitable; unbecoming.








II.
 
derivatives





unfittingly

 
/ˌənˈfidiNGlē /






adverb





















unfixable

 
/ənˈfiksəbl/






adjective




not able to be repaired or put right




•
 
I do not think the problem is unfixable.



















unfixed

 
/ˌənˈfikst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not fixed, in particular




2.
 
not fixed in a definite place or position; unfastened; loose




•
 
the green cloth cover had become unfixed in a dozen places.










3.
 
uncertain or variable




•
 
a being of unfixed gender.










4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a venture or situation) doubtful or unsuccessful; coming to nothing




•
 
you don't have to do anything unless the deal 
comes unfixed

 .














II.
 
derivatives





unfix

 
/ˌənˈfiks /






verb





















unflagging

 
/ˌənˈflaɡiNG/





I.
 
adjective




tireless; persistent




•
 
his apparently unflagging enthusiasm impressed her.














II.
 
derivatives





unflaggingly

 
/ˌənˈflaɡiNGlē /






adverb





















unflappable

 
/ˌənˈflapəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 having or showing calmness in a crisis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unflappability

 
/ˌənˌflapəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unflappably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unflashy

 
/ənˈflaSHi/






adjective




not seeking attention through ostentation; restrained or tasteful




•
 
a solid, unflashy performance.



















unflattering

 
/ˌənˈfladəriNG/





I.
 
adjective




not flattering




•
 
the reviews of the book were very unflattering




•
 
an unflattering portrait.














II.
 
derivatives





unflatteringly

 
/ənˈfladəriNGlē /






adverb





















unflavored

 
/ˌənˈflāvərd /

 


‹Brit.›

 unflavoured






adjective




(of food or drink) not containing additional flavorings.













unflawed

 
/ˌənˈflôd/






adjective




having no weaknesses or imperfections; perfect




•
 
his English was unflawed




•
 
her unflawed skin.



















unfledged

 
/ˌənˈflejd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a bird) not yet fledged.




2.
 
(of a person) inexperienced; youthful.













unfleshed

 
/ˌənˈfleSHt/






adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 not covered with flesh.













unflinching

 
/ˌənˈflin(t)SHiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not showing fear or hesitation in the face of danger or difficulty




•
 
he has shown unflinching determination throughout the campaign.














II.
 
derivatives





unflinchingly

 
/ˌənˈflinCHiNGlē /






adverb





















unflustered

 
/ənˈfləstərd/






adjective




not agitated; calm and self-controlled




•
 
she seemed surprisingly unflustered by the delay.



















unfocus

 
/ˌənˈfōkəs/






verb



1.
 
make or become blurred or unable to see clearly


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I found it helpful to slightly unfocus my eyes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
my vision unfocused and I held on to the table for fear of falling off my chair.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to lose concentration or attention




•
 
it might unfocus the jury and distract it.



















unfocused

 
/ˌənˈfōkəst /

 
unfocussed






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their eyes) not seeing clearly; appearing glazed or expressionless.




2.
 
(of an optical device) not adjusted to focus




•
 
perpetually unfocused binoculars.










3.
 
(of a lens) not making incident light rays meet at a single point.




4.
 
(of an object of vision) not in focus; indistinct.




5.
 
(of feelings or plans) without a specific aim or direction




•
 
my aspirations to write history were real but unfocused.



















unfold

 
/ˌənˈfōld/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
open or spread out from a folded position


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he unfolded the map and laid it out on the table




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the white flowers were just starting to unfold.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reveal or disclose (thoughts or information)




•
 
Miss Eva 
unfolded

 her secret exploits 
to

 Mattie.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of information or a sequence of events) be revealed or disclosed




•
 
there was a fascinating scene unfolding before me.














II.
 
derivatives





unfoldment






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unfealdan

 (see un-
 2
 , fold
 1
 ).





unfollow

 
/ˌənˈfälō/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stop tracking (a person, group, or organization) on a social media website or application by unsubscribing from their account




•
 
never unfollow someone just because they unfollowed you!



















unforced

 
/ˌənˈfôrst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not produced by effort; natural




•
 
an unforced cheerfulness.










2.
 
not compelled or constrained




•
 
his retirement was an unforced departure.














II.
 
derivatives





unforcedly

 
/-ˈfôrsədlē /






adverb





















unforced error






noun






[Sports]

 a mistake made on an easy shot by a competitor in a nonpressure situation.













unforeseeable

 
/ˌənfôrˈsēəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be anticipated or predicted




•
 
unforeseeable political consequences could arise.



















unforeseen

 
/ˌənfôrˈsēn/






adjective




not anticipated or predicted




•
 
insurance to protect yourself against unforeseen circumstances.



















unforetold

 
/ˌənˌfôrˈtōld ˌənfərˈtōld/






adjective






‹literary›

 not foretold; unpredicted.













unforgettable

 
/ˌənfərˈɡedəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to forget; very memorable




•
 
that unforgettable first kiss.














II.
 
derivatives





unforgettably

 
/ˌənfərˈɡedəblē /






adverb





















unforgivable

 
/ˌənfərˈɡivəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




so bad as to be unable to be forgiven or excused




•
 
losing your temper with him was unforgivable.














II.
 
derivatives





unforgivably

 
/ˌənfərˈɡivəblē /






adverb





















unforgiven

 
/ˌənfərˈɡivən/






adjective




not forgiven




•
 
I could see some unforgiven issues between them.



















unforgiving

 
/ˌənfərˈɡiviNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not willing to forgive or excuse people's faults or wrongdoings




•
 
he was always a proud and unforgiving man.










2.
 
(of conditions) harsh; hostile




•
 
the moor can be a wild and unforgiving place in bad weather.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unforgivingly






adverb













2.
 
unforgivingness






noun





















unformatted

 
/ənˈfôrmadəd/






adjective






[Computing]

 (of a document, storage medium, etc.) not formatted.













unformed

 
/ˌənˈfôrmd/






adjective



1.
 
without a definite form or shape




•
 
she packed the unformed butter into the mold.










2.
 
not having developed or been developed fully




•
 
he had an ambitious, albeit unformed, idea for a novel




•
 
unformed youths.



















unforthcoming

 
/ˌənfôrTHˈkəmiNG/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) not willing to divulge information




•
 
the sergeant seemed unforthcoming, so he inquired at the gate.










2.
 
(of something required) not ready or made available when wanted or needed




•
 
with money unforthcoming from the company, the project has had to be delayed.



















unfortified

 
/ˌənˈfôrdəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
not fortified against attack




•
 
there seems to have been an unfortified village on the site.










2.
 
(of food) without added nutritional supplements




•
 
check with your doctor if you are giving your baby an unfortified formula.



















unfortunate

 
/ˌənˈfôrCH(ə)nət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or marked by bad fortune; unlucky




•
 
the unfortunate Cunningham was fired.










2.
 
(of a circumstance) unfavorable or inauspicious




•
 
the delay at the airport was an unfortunate start to our vacation.










3.
 
regrettable or inappropriate




•
 
his unfortunate remark silenced the gathering.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
unfortunates

 )


1.
 
a person who suffers bad fortune.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a person who is considered immoral or lacking in religious faith or instruction, especially a prostitute.













unfortunately

 
/ˌənˈfôrCH(ə)nətlē/






adverb

 — [
sentence adverb

 ]


1.
 
it is unfortunate that




•
 
unfortunately, we do not have the time to interview every applicant.



















unfounded

 
/ˌənˈfoundəd/





I.
 
adjective




having no foundation or basis in fact




•
 
her persistent fear that she had cancer was unfounded.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfoundedly






adverb













2.
 
unfoundedness






noun





















UNFPA






abbreviation




United Nations Fund for Population Activities.













unframed

 
/ˌənˈfrāmd/






adjective




(especially of a picture) not having a frame.













unfree

 
/ˌənˈfrē/





I.
 
adjective




deprived or devoid of liberty.








II.
 
derivatives





unfreedom

 
/-dəm /






noun






















unfreeze

 
/ˌənˈfrēz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (something) to thaw.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become thawed.




3.
 
remove restrictions on the use or transfer of (an asset).













unfrequented

 
/ˌənfrəˈkwen(t)əd/






adjective




(of a place) visited only rarely




•
 
an unfrequented dirt path off the road to the beach.




















unfriend

 
/ˌənˈfrend/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 remove (someone) from a list of friends or contacts on a social networking website




•
 
she broke up with her boyfriend, but she hasn't unfriended him.



















unfriended

 
/ˌənˈfrendəd/






adjective






‹literary›

 without friends




•
 
murder left innocent people bereft and unfriended.



















unfriendly

 
/ˌənˈfren(d)lē/





I.
 
adjective




not friendly




•
 
she shot him an unfriendly glance




•
 
Mildred felt unfriendly toward her




•
 
environmentally unfriendly activities.














II.
 
derivatives





unfriendliness

 
/ˌənˈfren(d)lēnəs /






noun





















unfrock

 
/ˌənˈfräk/






verb




another term for defrock
 .













unfrozen1


 
/ˌənˈfrōzən/






past participle of unfreeze
 .









unfrozen2


 
/ˌənˈfrōzən/






adjective




not or no longer frozen




•
 
larvae remain unfrozen under the ice.



















unfruitful

 
/ˌənˈfro͞otfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not producing good or helpful results; unproductive




•
 
the meeting was unfruitful.










2.
 
not producing fruit or crops; unfertile.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfruitfully

 
/ˌənˈfro͞otfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfruitfulness

 
/ˌənˈfro͞otfəlnəs /






noun





















unfulfilled

 
/ˌənfo͝o(l)ˈfild/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not carried out or brought to completion




•
 
it was his unfulfilled ambition to write.










2.
 
not having fully utilized or exploited one's abilities or character.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfulfillable

 
/-ˈfiləbəl /






adjective













2.
 
unfulfilling

 
/ˌənfo͝olˈfiliNG /






adjective





















unfunded

 
/ˌənˈfəndid/






adjective



1.
 
not funded, in particular:




2.
 
not receiving public funds




•
 
a new education bill remained unfunded.










3.
 
planned but not provided for financially




•
 
unfunded owner buyouts.










4.
 
(of a debt) repayable on demand rather than having been converted into a more or less permanent debt at fixed interest.













unfunny

 
/ˌənˈfənē/





I.
 
adjective




(typically of something intended to be funny) not amusing




•
 
a hideously unfunny spoof film.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unfunnily

 
/-ˈfənəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unfunniness






noun





















unfurl

 
/ˌənˈfərl/






verb




make or become spread out from a rolled or folded state, especially in order to be open to the wind


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a man was unfurling a sail




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the flags unfurl.



















unfurnished

 
/ˌənˈfərniSHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a house or apartment) without furniture, especially available to be rented without furniture




•
 
an unfurnished apartment.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 not supplied




•
 
he is 
unfurnished with

 the ideas of justice.



















unfused

 
/ˌənˈfyo͞ozd/






adjective



1.
 
not fused or joined




•
 
Darwin had predicted that a proto-bird would one day turn up with unfused wing fingers.










2.
 
not fitted or supplied with a fuse




•
 
unfused electrical terminals.



















unfussy

 
/ˌənˈfəsē/





I.
 
adjective




not fussy




•
 
a simple unfussy design.














II.
 
derivatives





unfussily






adverb





















ungainly

 
/ˌənˈɡānlē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or movement) awkward; clumsy




•
 
an ungainly walk.














II.
 
derivatives





ungainliness

 
/ˌənˈɡānlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + obsolete 
gainly

 ‘graceful,’ based on Old Norse 
gegn

 ‘straight.’





ungenerous

 
/ˌənˈjenərəs/





I.
 
adjective




not generous; selfish.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ungenerously

 
/ˌənˈjen(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ungenerousness






noun





















ungentlemanly

 
/ˌənˈjen(t)lmənlē/





I.
 
adjective




not appropriate to or behaving like a gentleman




•
 
an ungentlemanly lack of sportsmanship.














II.
 
derivatives





ungentlemanliness






noun





















ungetatable

 
/ˌənˌɡedˈadəb(ə)l/






adjective






‹informal›

 inaccessible.













ungifted

 
/ˌənˈɡiftid/






adjective




not having any exceptional talents.













ungird

 
/ˌənˈɡərd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 release or take off by undoing a belt or girth.













ungiving

 
/ˌənˈɡiviNG/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) cold or stubborn in relationships with other people.




2.
 
(of a material) not bending or pliable; stiff.













unglamorous

 
/ˌənˈɡlam(ə)rəs/






adjective




lacking glamour and excitement




•
 
an unglamorous family car.



















unglazed

 
/ˌənˈɡlāzd/






adjective




not glazed




•
 
unglazed porcelain.



















ungloved

 
/ˌənˈɡləvd/






adjective




not wearing a glove or gloves.













unglued

 
/ˌənˈɡlo͞od/






adjective



1.
 
not or no longer stuck




•
 
grease particles 
come unglued

 from the plate




•
 


‹figurative›

 it was only a matter of time before the whole operation came unglued.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person or state of mind) confused and emotionally strained




•
 
it had been a long day, and tempers were 
becoming unglued

 .



















ungodly

 
/ˌənˈɡädlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
irreligious or immoral




•
 
ungodly lives of self-obsession, lust, and pleasure.










2.
 


‹informal›

 unreasonably early or inconvenient




•
 
I've been troubled by telephone calls at ungodly hours.














II.
 
derivatives





ungodliness

 
/ˌənˈɡädlēnəs /






noun





















ungovernable

 
/ˌənˈɡəvərnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to control or govern.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ungovernability

 
/-ˌɡəvərnəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
ungovernably

 
/ˌənˈɡəvərnəblē /






adverb





















ungraceful

 
/ˌənˈɡrāsfəl/





I.
 
adjective




lacking grace; clumsy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ungracefully

 
/ˌənˈɡrāsf(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
ungracefulness

 
/ˌənˈɡrāsf(ə)lnəs /






noun





















ungracious

 
/ˌənˈɡrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not polite or friendly




•
 
after Anna's kindness I wouldn't want to seem ungracious.










2.
 
not graceful or elegant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ungraciously

 
/ˌənˈɡrāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
ungraciousness

 
/ˌənˈɡrāSHəsnəs /






noun





















ungraded

 
/ˌənˈɡrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not divided into grades or separate levels




•
 
students are in ungraded classrooms.










2.
 
not required or subject to evaluation




•
 
the ungraded part of the assignment.



















ungrammatical

 
/ˌənɡrəˈmadək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not conforming to grammatical rules; not well formed




•
 
ungrammatical sentences.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ungrammaticality

 
/-ˌmatiˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
ungrammatically

 
/ˌənɡrəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
ungrammaticalness






noun





















ungraspable

 
/ˌənˈɡraspəb(ə)l/






adjective




impossible to comprehend or understand.













ungrateful

 
/ˌənˈɡrātfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not feeling or showing gratitude




•
 
she's so ungrateful for everything we do.










2.
 
not pleasant or acceptable




•
 
he turned to the ungrateful task of forming a police cordon.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ungratefully

 
/ˌənˈɡrātfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
ungratefulness

 
/ˌənˈɡrātfəlnəs /






noun





















ungreen

 
/ˌənˈɡrēn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a product or practice) harmful to the environment; not ecologically acceptable




•
 
an ungreen commercial development.










2.
 
(of a person or organization) not supporting protection of the environment.








II.
 
derivatives





ungreenly






adverb





















unground

 
/ˌənˈɡround/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove from a grounded state




•
 
It's easy to jump in and ground airplanes. It's not so easy to unground them.



















ungrounded

 
/ˌənˈɡroundəd/






adjective



1.
 
having no basis or justification; unfounded




•
 
ungrounded fears.










2.
 
not electrically grounded.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
ungrounded in

 )
 — not properly instructed or proficient in (a subject or activity).













ungroup

 
/ˌənˈɡro͞op/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 separate (items) from a group formed within a word-processing or graphics package.













ungrudging

 
/ˌənˈɡrəjiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not grudging




•
 
he showed her ungrudging courtesy and kindness.














II.
 
derivatives





ungrudgingly

 
/ˌənˈɡrəjiNGlē /






adverb





















ungual

 
/ˈəNGɡ(yə)wəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or affecting a nail, hoof, or claw.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
unguis

 ‘nail’ + -al
 .





unguarded

 
/ˌənˈɡärdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without protection or a guard




•
 
the museum was unguarded at night.










2.
 
not well considered; careless




•
 
an unguarded remark.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unguardedly

 
/ˌənˈɡärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
unguardedness






noun






















unguent

 
/ˈəNGɡwənt/





I.
 
noun




a soft greasy or viscous substance used as an ointment or for lubrication.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
unguentum

 , from 
unguere

 ‘anoint.’





unguiculate

 
/ˌəNGˈɡwikyəˌlāt, -lət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 having one or more nails or claws.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (of a petal) having a narrow stalklike base.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
unguiculatus

 , from Latin 
unguiculus

 ‘fingernail, toenail,’ diminutive of 
unguis

 ‘nail.’





unguided

 
/ˌənˈɡīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
not guided in a particular path or direction; left to take its own course.




2.
 
(of a missile) not directed by remote control or internal equipment.

Compare with ballistic missile
 and guided
 .













unguis

 
/ˈəNGɡwis/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a nail, claw, or fang.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin.





ungulate

 
/ˈəNGɡyələt ˈəNGɡyəˌlāt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a hoofed mammal.

See also even-toed ungulate
 , odd-toed ungulate
 . [Former order 
Ungulata

 , now divided into two unrelated orders (see Artiodactyla
 and Perissodactyla
 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from late Latin 
ungulatus

 , from Latin 
ungula

 ‘hoof.’





unguled

 
/ˈəNGˌɡyo͞old/






adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of an animal) having hoofs of a specified different tincture.













unhallowed

 
/ˌənˈhalōd/






adjective



1.
 
not formally consecrated




•
 
unhallowed ground.










2.
 
unholy; wicked




•
 
unhallowed retribution.



















unhampered

 
/ˌənˈhampərd/






adjective




not impeded or encumbered




•
 
a press unhampered by government censorship.



















unhand

 
/ˌənˈhand/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 , usu. in 
imperative

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 release (someone) from one's grasp




•
 
“Unhand me, sir!” she cried.



















unhandsome

 
/ˌənˈhan(d)səm/






adjective

 — [often with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
not handsome




•
 
Bobby was not unhandsome in his uniform.



















unhandy

 
/ˌənˈhandē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not easy to handle or manage; awkward.




2.
 
not skillful in using the hands.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unhandily

 
/ˌənˈhandəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unhandiness

 
/ˌənˈhandēnəs /






noun






















unhang

 
/ˌənˈhaNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 take down from a hanging position.













unhappen

 
/ˌənˈhapən/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an occurrence) become as though never having happened; be reversed




•
 
things had happened that could never unhappen.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) not to have happened




•
 
you can't unhappen it just by saying we won't speak of it again.



















unhappily

 
/ˌənˈhapəlē/






adverb



1.
 
in an unhappy manner.




2.
 
[
sentence adverb

 ]
 — unfortunately




•
 
unhappily, such days do not come too often.



















unhappiness

 
/ənˈhapēnəs/






noun



1.
 
the feeling of not being happy; sadness




•
 
I've seen too much unhappiness caused by broken marriages.










2.
 
the feeling of not being satisfied or pleased with a situation




•
 
residents expressed their unhappiness at the council's decision.



















unhappy

 
/ˌənˈhapē/






adjective



1.
 
not happy




•
 
an unhappy marriage




•
 
Aunt Millie looked unhappy.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unhappy at/about/with

 )
 — not satisfied or pleased with (a situation)




•
 
many were unhappy about the scale of the cuts.










3.
 
unfortunate




•
 
an unhappy coincidence.



















unharmed

 
/ˌənˈhärmd/






adjective

 — [often as 
complement

 ]


1.
 
not harmed; uninjured




•
 
all the hostages were released unharmed.



















unharness

 
/ˌənˈhärnəs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a harness from (a horse or other animal).













unhasp

 
/ˌənˈhasp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 unfasten.













unhatched

 
/ˌənˈhaCHt/






adjective




(of an egg or young bird) not yet hatched.













UNHCR





I.
 
an agency of the United Nations set up in 1951 to aid, protect, and monitor refugees.







– origin

 abbreviation of 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

 .





unhealed

 
/ˌənˈhēld/






adjective




not yet healed.













unhealthful

 
/ˌənˈhelTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




harmful to health




•
 
radon can build up to unhealthful levels.














II.
 
derivatives





unhealthfulness






noun





















unhealthy

 
/ˌənˈhelTHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
harmful to health




•
 
an unhealthy diet.










2.
 
not having or showing good health




•
 
his face looked pale and unhealthy.










3.
 
(of a person's attitude or behavior) not sensible or well balanced; abnormal and harmful




•
 
an unhealthy obsession with fast cars.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unhealthily

 
/ˌənˈhelTHəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unhealthiness

 
/ˌənˈhelTHēnəs /






noun





















unheard

 
/ˌənˈhərd/






adjective



1.
 
not heard or listened to




•
 
my protests went unheard.










2.
 
(
unheard of

 )
 — not previously known of or done




•
 
sales tax was unheard of in Kansas up until 1937




•
 
wines from unheard-of villages.



















unheated

 
/ˌənˈhēdəd/






adjective




not heated.













unhedged

 
/ˌənˈhejd/






adjective



1.
 
not bounded by a hedge




•
 
an unhedged field.










2.
 
(of an investment or investor) not protected against loss by balancing or compensating contracts or transactions




•
 
the bank collapsed due to unhedged trading.



















unheeded

 
/ˌənˈhēdəd/






adjective




heard or noticed but disregarded




•
 
my protest went unheeded.



















unheedful

 
/ˌənˈhēdfəl/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not noticing or paying attention




•
 
I charged down the stairs, 
unheedful of

 the missing bannister.



















unheeding

 
/ˌənˈhēdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not paying attention




•
 
Mary, unheeding, watched the television.














II.
 
derivatives





unheedingly






adverb





















unheimlich

 
/ˌo͝onˈhīmliKH, ˌən-/





I.
 
adjective




uncanny; weird.











– origin

 German.





unhelpful

 
/ˌənˈhelpfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not helpful




•
 
several complained that the staff were unhelpful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unhelpfully

 
/ˌənˈhelpfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unhelpfulness

 
/ˌənˈhelpfəlnəs /






noun





















unheralded

 
/ˌənˈherəldəd/






adjective




not previously announced, expected, or recognized.













unheroic

 
/ˌənhəˈrōik/





I.
 
adjective




not heroic




•
 
an unheroic death.














II.
 
derivatives





unheroically






adverb





















unhesitating

 
/ˌənˈhezəˌtādiNG/





I.
 
adjective




without doubt or hesitation; immediate




•
 
unequivocal and unhesitating condemnation.














II.
 
derivatives





unhesitatingly

 
/ˌənˈhezəˌtādiNGlē /






adverb





















unhidden

 
/ˌənˈhidn/






adjective




not concealed or kept out of sight; obvious




•
 
his dismay at all this is unhidden.



















unhindered

 
/ˌənˈhindərd/






adjective




not hindered or obstructed.













unhinge

 
/ˌənˈhinj/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) mentally unbalanced




•
 
the loneliness had nearly unhinged him.










2.
 
deprive of stability or fixity; throw into disorder.




3.
 
take (a door) off its hinges.













unhinged

 
/ˌənˈhinjd/






adjective




mentally unbalanced; deranged




•
 
the violent acts of unhinged minds.



















unhip

 
/ˌənˈhip/






adjective






‹informal›

 unaware of or unaffected by current fashions or trends




•
 
while it was remote and decidedly unhip, the town was otherwise right up-to-date.



















unhistoric

 
/ˌənhiˈstôrik, -ˈstär-/






adjective




not historic or historical.













unhistorical

 
/ˌənhiˈstôrəkəl/





I.
 
adjective




not in accordance with history or with historical analysis.








II.
 
derivatives





unhistorically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unhitch

 
/ˌənˈhiCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unhook or unfasten (something tethered to or caught on something else).













unhittable

 
/ənˈhidəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
[Sport]

 (of a pitch or stroke) impossible to hit




•
 
his curveball can be unhittable at times.










2.
 


(US)

 
[Sport]

 (of a player) making pitches or strokes that are impossible to hit




•
 
anybody who faces him will tell you that he's virtually unhittable.



















unholster

 
/ˌənˈhōlstər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (a gun) from a holster.













unholy

 
/ˌənˈhōlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
sinful; wicked.




2.
 
denoting an alliance with potentially harmful implications between two or more parties that are not natural allies




•
 
an unholy alliance between economic and political power.










3.
 


‹informal›

 awful; dreadful (used for emphasis)




•
 
she was making an unholy racket.














II.
 
derivatives





unholiness

 
/ˌənˈhōlēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unhālig

 (see un-
 1
 , holy
 ).





unhood

 
/ˌənˈho͝od/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the hood from (something, especially a falcon or horse).













unhook

 
/ˌənˈho͝ok/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten or detach (something that is held or caught by a hook).













unhoped

 
/ˌənˈhōpt/






adjective

 — (
unhoped for

 )


1.
 
exceeding hope or expectation




•
 
an unhoped-for piece of good luck.



















unhorse

 
/ˌənˈhôrs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to fall from a horse




•
 
having unhorsed each other, the two men finished the fight on foot




•
 


‹figurative›

 her mission is to unhorse fashionable literary theories.



















unhoused

 
/ˌənˈhouzd/






adjective




having no accommodation or shelter




•
 
the poor remain unhoused.



















unhouseled

 
/ˌənˈhouzəld/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 (of a person) not having received the Eucharist.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + the past participle of obsolete 
housel

 ‘offer the Eucharist to,’ from 
housel

 ‘Eucharist.’





unhuman

 
/ˌənˈ(h)yo͞omən/






adjective




not resembling or having the qualities of a human being.













unhung1


 
/ˌənˈhəNG/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a picture) not hanging or hung.




2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a wicked person) still living when expected to be executed by hanging.













unhung2


 
/ˌənˈhəNG/






past and past participle of unhang
 .









unhurried

 
/ˌənˈhərēd/





I.
 
adjective




moving, acting, or taking place without haste or urgency.








II.
 
derivatives





unhurriedly

 
/ˌənˈhərēdlē /






adverb





















unhurt

 
/ˌənˈhərt/






adjective




not hurt or harmed.













unhusk

 
/ˌənˈhəsk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a husk or shell from (a seed or fruit)


(as 
adj.

 
unhusked

 )


•
 
unhusked rice.



















unhygienic

 
/ˌənhīˈjēnik ˌənhīˈjenik/





I.
 
adjective




not clean or sanitary




•
 
damp, unhygienic accommodations.














II.
 
derivatives





unhygienically

 
/ˌənhīˈjenək(ə)lē, ˌənhīˈjēnək(ə)lē /






adverb





















unhypocritical

 
/ˌənhipəˈkridək(ə)l/






adjective




free from pretense; sincere




•
 
an unhypocritical and honest person.




















uni-

 
/ˈyo͞onē/





I.
 
combining form




one; having or consisting of one




•
 
unicellular




•
 
unicycle.

















– origin

 from Latin 
unus

 ‘one.’






Uniate

 
/ˈyo͞onēˌāt ˈyo͞onēit /

 
Uniat





I.
 
adjective




relating to any community of Christians in eastern Europe or the Near East that acknowledges papal supremacy but retains its own liturgy




•
 
the Uniate churches.














II.
 
noun




a member of a Uniate community.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Russian 
uniat

 , from 
uniya

 , from Latin 
unio

 (see union
 ).





uniaxial

 
/ˌyo͞onēˈaksēəl/






adjective



1.
 
having or relating to a single axis.




2.
 
(of crystals) having one optic axis, as in the hexagonal, trigonal, and tetragonal systems.













unibody

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌbädē/






noun




a single molded unit forming both the bodywork and chassis of a vehicle.














unibrow

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌbrou/





I.
 
noun




a pair of eyebrows that meet above the nose, giving the appearance of a single eyebrow.

Also called monobrow
 .








II.
 
derivatives





unibrowed






adjective





















unicameral

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈkam(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a legislative body) having a single legislative chamber.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from uni-
 ‘one’ + Latin 
camera

 ‘chamber’ + -al
 .





unicast

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌkast/





I.
 
noun




transmission of a data package or an audiovisual signal to a single recipient


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the unicast method wastes a lot of bandwidth by sending duplicate information.

















– origin

 1990s: on the pattern of 
broadcast

 .





UNICEF

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌsef/





I.
 
an agency of the United Nations established in 1946 to help governments (especially in developing countries) improve the health and education of children and their mothers.







– origin

 acronym from 
United Nations Children's

 (originally 
International Children's Emergency

 ) 
Fund

 .





unicellular

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈselyələr/






adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of protozoans, certain algae and spores, etc.) consisting of a single cell.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of an evolutionary or developmental stage) characterized by the formation or presence of a single cell or cells.













unicity

 
/yo͞oˈnisədē/






noun



1.
 


‹rare›

 the fact of being or consisting of one, or of being united as a whole.




2.
 


‹rare›

 the fact or quality of being unique.













Unicode

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌkōd/






noun






[Computing]

 an international encoding standard for use with different languages and scripts, by which each letter, digit, or symbol is assigned a unique numeric value that applies across different platforms and programs.













unicolor

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌkələr /

 
unicolored
 , 

‹Brit.›

 -colour
 , -coloured






adjective




of one color.













unicom

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌkäm/






noun




a radio communications system of a type used at small airports.













unicorn

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌkôrn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mythical animal typically represented as a horse with a single straight horn projecting from its forehead.




2.
 
a heraldic representation of a unicorn, with a twisted horn, a deer's feet, a goat's beard, and a lion's tail.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a carriage drawn by three horses, two abreast and one leader.




4.
 
a team of three horses arranged two abreast and one leading.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
unicornis

 , from 
uni-

 ‘single’ + 
cornu

 ‘horn,’ translating Greek 
monokerōs

 .





unicorn root






noun






(US)

 any of a number of plants in the lily family, especially those with roots having medicinal uses, in particular devil's bit and colicroot.













unicum

 
/ˈyo͞onəkəm/





I.
 
noun




a unique example or specimen.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
unicus

 ‘unique.’





unicursal

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈkərsəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Mathematics]

 relating to or denoting a curve or surface that is closed and can be drawn or swept out in a single movement.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from uni-
 ‘one’ + Latin 
cursus

 ‘course’ + -al
 .





unicuspid

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈkəspəd/





I.
 
adjective




having one cusp or point.








II.
 
noun




a tooth with a single cusp, especially a canine tooth.














unicycle

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌsīk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a cycle with a single wheel, typically used by acrobats.








II.
 
derivatives





unicyclist

 
/-ˌsīklist /






noun





















unidentifiable

 
/ˌənīˈden(t)əˌfīəb(ə)l/






adjective




unable to be identified




•
 
an unidentifiable accent.



















unidentified

 
/ˌənīˈden(t)əˌfīd/






adjective




not recognized or identified




•
 
a picture of an unidentified motorcyclist.



















unidentified flying object






noun




see UFO
 .













unidimensional

 
/ˌyo͞onədəˈmenSHənl, -SHnəl/






adjective




having one dimension




•
 
a unidimensional model.



















unidirectional

 
/ˌyo͞onədəˈrekSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




moving or operating in a single direction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unidirectionality

 
/-ˌrekSHəˈnalitē /






noun













2.
 
unidirectionally






adverb





















UNIDO






abbreviation




United Nations Industrial Development Organization.













unification

 
/ˌyo͞onəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the process of being united or made into a whole.








II.
 
derivatives





unificatory

 
/-ˈkātərē /






adjective






















Unification Church






an evangelistic religious and political organization founded in 1954 in Korea by Sun Myung Moon.

Also called Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity
 .









unified field theory






noun






[Physics]

 a theory that describes two or more of the four interactions (electromagnetic, gravitational, weak, and strong) previously described by separate theories.














uniform

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not changing in form or character; remaining the same in all cases and at all times




•
 
blocks of stone of uniform size




•
 
the decline in fertility was not uniform across social classes.










2.
 
of a similar form or character to another or others




•
 
a uniform package of amenities at a choice of hotels.










3.
 
denoting a garment forming part of a person's uniform




•
 
black uniform jackets.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the distinctive clothing worn by members of the same organization or body or by children attending certain schools




•
 
airline pilots in dark blue uniforms




•
 
an officer in uniform.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a police officer wearing a uniform




•
 
uniforms were already on the scene.










3.
 
a code word representing the letter U, used in radio communication.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make uniform.








IV.
 
derivatives





uniformly

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌfôrmlē ˌyo͞onəˈfôrmlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as an adjective): from French 
uniforme

 or Latin 
uniformis

 (see uni-
 , form
 ). 
Sense

 1 
of the

 noun dates from the mid 18th cent.





Uniform Commercial Code

 
UCC






noun




the body of laws governing commercial transactions in the US.













uniformed

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌfôrmd/






adjective




(of a person) wearing a uniform




•
 
uniformed police officers.




















uniformitarianism

 
/ˌyo͞onəˌfôrməˈterēənizəm/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 the theory that changes in the earth's crust during geological history have resulted from the action of continuous and uniform processes.

Often contrasted with 
noun

 catastrophism
 .








II.
 
derivatives





uniformitarian






adjective, noun





















uniformity

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈfôrmədē/





I.
 
noun




the quality or state of being uniform




•
 
an attempt to impose administrative and cultural uniformity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
uniformite

 or late Latin 
uniformitas

 , from Latin 
uniformis

 (see uniform
 ).





uniform resource locator

 
URL






noun




a location or address identifying where documents can be found on the Internet.













unify

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌfī/





I.
 
verb




make or become united, uniform, or whole


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the government hoped to centralize and unify the nation




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
opposition groups struggling to unify around the goal of replacing the regime




•
 (as 
adj.

 
unified

 )
 
a unified system of national education.














II.
 
derivatives





unifier

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
unifier

 or late Latin 
unificare

 ‘make into a whole.’





unilateral

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈladərəl ˌyo͞onəˈlatrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an action or decision) performed by or affecting only one person, group, or country involved in a particular situation, without the agreement of another or the others




•
 
unilateral nuclear disarmament.










2.
 
relating to, occurring on, or affecting only one side of an organ or structure, or of the body.








II.
 
derivatives





unilaterally

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈladərəlē ˌyo͞onəˈlatrəlē /






adverb





















unilateralism

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈladərəˌlizəm ˌyo͞onəˈlatrəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of acting, reaching a decision, or espousing a principle unilaterally.




2.
 
the pursuit of or belief in unilateral nuclear disarmament




•
 
the party's commitment to unilateralism.














II.
 
derivatives





unilateralist

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈladərələst ˌyo͞onəˈlatrələst /






noun, adjective





















unilinear

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈlinēər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
developing or arranged serially and predictably, without deviation




•
 
there is a unilinear path of language learning with a finite end.










2.
 
(of websites) allowing or designed for controlled navigation, following a single path.








II.
 
derivatives





unilinearly






adverb





















unilingual

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈliNGɡwəl/





I.
 
adjective




conducted in, concerned with, or speaking only one language.








II.
 
derivatives





unilingually






adverb





















unilocular

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈläkyələr/






adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 having, consisting of, or characterized by only one loculus or cavity; single-chambered.













unimaginable

 
/ˌənəˈmaj(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




difficult or impossible to imagine or comprehend




•
 
lives of almost unimaginable deprivation.














II.
 
derivatives





unimaginably

 
/ˌənəˈmaj(ə)nəblē /






adverb





















unimaginative

 
/ˌəniˈmaj(ə)nədiv/





I.
 
adjective




not readily using or demonstrating the use of the imagination; stolid and somewhat dull.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unimaginatively

 
/ˌəniˈmajinədivlē /






adverb













2.
 
unimaginativeness

 
/ˌəniˈmaj(ə)nədivnəs /






noun





















unimagined

 
/ˌəniˈmajind/






adjective




not having been imagined or thought of as possible




•
 
a previously unimagined degree of economic and social freedom.



















unimodal

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈmōdl/






adjective



1.
 
having or involving one mode.




2.
 
(of a statistical distribution) having one maximum.













unimolecular

 
/ˌyo͞onəməˈlekyələr/






adjective






[Chemistry]

 consisting of or involving a single molecule.













unimpaired

 
/ˌənimˈperd/






adjective




not weakened or damaged




•
 
unimpaired mobility.



















unimpeachable

 
/ˌənəmˈpēCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be doubted, questioned, or criticized; entirely trustworthy




•
 
an unimpeachable witness.














II.
 
derivatives





unimpeachably

 
/ˌənəmˈpēCHəblē /






adverb





















unimpeded

 
/ˌənəmˈpēdəd/





I.
 
adjective




not obstructed or hindered




•
 
an unimpeded view across the headland.














II.
 
derivatives





unimpededly






adverb





















unimportance

 
/ˌənəmˈpôrtns/






noun




the state or fact of lacking in importance or significance




•
 
her tone conveyed the unimportance of anything that might have happened.



















unimportant

 
/ˌənəmˈpôrtnt/






adjective




lacking in importance or significance




•
 
trivial and unimportant details.



















unimposing

 
/ˌənimˈpōziNG/





I.
 
adjective




not imposing or impressive in appearance.








II.
 
derivatives





unimposingly






adverb





















unimpressed

 
/ˌənəmˈprest/






adjective




feeling no admiration, interest, or respect.













unimpressive

 
/ˌənimˈpresiv/





I.
 
adjective




evoking no admiration or respect; not striking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unimpressively

 
/ˌənimˈpresivlē /






adverb













2.
 
unimpressiveness






noun





















unimproved

 
/ˌənəmˈpro͞ovd/






adjective



1.
 
not made better.




2.
 
(of land) not cleared or cultivated.













unincorporated

 
/ˌəninˈkôrpəˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a company or other organization) not formed into a legal corporation




•
 
an unincorporated business.










2.
 
not included as part of a whole.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of territory) not designated as belonging to a particular country, town, or area.













uninfected

 
/ˌəninˈfektəd/






adjective



1.
 
not harboring a pathogen.




2.
 


[Computing]

 not affected with a virus.













uninflected

 
/ˌənənˈflektəd/






adjective



1.
 


[Grammar]

 (of a word or a language) not undergoing changes to express grammatical functions or attributes




•
 
English is largely uninflected.










2.
 
not varying in intonation or pitch




•
 
her voice was flat and uninflected.



















uninfluenced

 
/ənˈinflo͝oənsd/






adjective




not influenced or affected




•
 
styles of dress relatively uninfluenced by popular fashion.



















uninformative

 
/ˌəninˈfôrmədiv/






adjective




not providing particularly useful or interesting information.













uninformed

 
/ˌənənˈfôrmd/






adjective




not having or showing awareness or understanding of the facts




•
 
uninformed criticism of conservation projects.



















uninhabitable

 
/ˌənənˈhabədəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a place) unsuitable for living in.













uninhabited

 
/ˌəninˈhabidəd/






adjective




(of a place) without inhabitants




•
 
small uninhabited islands.



















uninhibited

 
/ˌənənˈhibədəd/





I.
 
adjective




expressing one's feelings or thoughts unselfconsciously and without restraint




•
 
fits of uninhibited laughter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uninhibitedly

 
/ˌənənˈhibədədlē /






adverb













2.
 
uninhibitedness






noun





















uninitiated

 
/ˌənəˈniSHēˌādəd/






adjective




without special knowledge or experience




•
 
a bachelor neither prudish nor uninitiated




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the uninitiated

 )
 
the discussion wasn't easy to follow for the uninitiated.



















uninjured

 
/ˌənˈinjərd/






adjective




(of a person or part of the body) not harmed or damaged.













uninspired

 
/ˌənənˈspī(ə)rd/






adjective



1.
 
lacking in imagination or originality




•
 
he writes repetitive and uninspired poetry.










2.
 
(of a person) not filled with excitement




•
 
they were uninspired by the Nationalist Party.



















uninspiring

 
/ˌənənˈspī(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




not producing excitement or interest




•
 
an uninspiring game that Chicago scarcely deserved to win.














II.
 
derivatives





uninspiringly






adverb





















uninstall

 
/ˌənənˈstôl /

 


‹Brit.›

 uninstal





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (an application or file) from a computer.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uninstallation

 
/ˌən-instəˈlāSHən /






noun













2.
 
uninstaller






noun





















uninstructed

 
/ˌənənˈstrəktəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not taught or having learned a subject or skill.




2.
 
(of behavior) not acquired by teaching; natural or spontaneous




•
 
her own instinctive, uninstructed response.



















uninsulated

 
/ˌənˈinsəˌlādəd/






adjective




not insulated




•
 
the roofs were uninsulated in both housing types.



















uninsurable

 
/ˌənənˈSHo͝orəb(ə)l/






adjective




not eligible for insurance coverage




•
 
some risky activities are uninsurable at any price.



















uninsured

 
/ˌəninˈSHo͝ord/






adjective




not covered by insurance




•
 
an uninsured driver.



















unintellectual

 
/ˌənin(t)əˈlek(t)SH(əw)əl/






adjective




lacking intelligence or depth




•
 
the questions are mostly unintellectual, uninspiring




•
 
his poetry was too lyrical and unintellectual for prevailing tastes.



















unintelligent

 
/ˌənənˈteləjənt/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a low level of intelligence




•
 
a good-natured but unintelligent boy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unintelligence






noun













2.
 
unintelligently

 
/ˌənənˈteləj(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb





















unintelligible

 
/ˌənənˈteləjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to understand




•
 
dolphin sounds are 
unintelligible to

 humans.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unintelligibility

 
/ˌənənˌteləjəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unintelligibly

 
/ˌənənˈteləjəblē /






adverb





















unintended

 
/ˌənənˈtendəd/






adjective




not planned or meant




•
 
the unintended consequences of people's actions.



















unintentional

 
/ˌəninˈten(t)SH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not done on purpose




•
 
the translation added a layer of unintentional comedy.














II.
 
derivatives





unintentionally

 
/ˌəninˈtenSH(ə)nəlē /






adverb





















uninterested

 
/ˌənˈintrəstəd ˌənˈin(t)əˌrestəd/





I.
 
adjective




not interested in or concerned about something or someone




•
 
I was totally 
uninterested in

 boys




•
 
an uninterested voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uninterestedly






adverb













2.
 
uninterestedness






noun



















usage:

 On the difference between 
uninterested

 and 
disinterested

 , see usage at disinterested
 .





uninteresting

 
/ˌənˈint(ə)rəstiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not arousing curiosity or interest




•
 
the scenery is dull and uninteresting.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uninterestingly

 
/ˌənˈint(ə)rəstiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
uninterestingness






noun





















uninterpretable

 
/ˌənənˈtərprədəb(ə)l/






adjective




impossible to explain or understand in terms of meaning or significance.













uninterrupted

 
/ˌənˌin(t)əˈrəptəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without a break in continuity




•
 
an uninterrupted flow of traffic.










2.
 
(of a view) unobstructed.








II.
 
derivatives





uninterruptedly

 
/ˌənˌin(t)əˈrəptədlē /






adverb





















uninterruptible

 
/ˌənin(t)əˈrəptəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be broken in continuity




•
 
an uninterruptible power supply.



















uninucleate

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈn(y)o͞oklēət/






adjective






[Biology]

 having a single nucleus.













uninventive

 
/ˌənənˈven(t)iv/





I.
 
adjective




not showing creativity or original thought




•
 
the oils were sensitively painted but uninventive in design.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uninventively






adverb













2.
 
uninventiveness






noun





















uninvestigated

 
/ˌəninˈvestiˌɡādəd/






adjective




not systematically investigated




•
 
uninvestigated deaths in custody.



















uninvited

 
/ˌənənˈvīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) attending somewhere or doing something without having been asked




•
 
their privacy was disrupted by a series of uninvited guests.










2.
 
(of a thought or act) involuntary, unwelcome, or unwarranted




•
 
strange uninvited thoughts crossed her mind.














II.
 
derivatives





uninvitedly






adverb





















uninviting

 
/ˌəninˈvīdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a place or prospect) not attractive




•
 
the house was dark and uninviting.














II.
 
derivatives





uninvitingly






adverb





















uninvoked

 
/ˌəninˈvōkt/






adjective




(of a god, spirit, or power) not invoked or called on in prayer.













uninvolved

 
/ˌəninˈvälvd/






adjective




not connected or concerned with someone or something, especially on an emotional level.













uninvolving

 
/ˌəninˈvälviNG/






adjective




failing to engage someone's interest or attention; dull




•
 
a pointless and uninvolving storyline.




















union

 
/ˈyo͞onyən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or fact of joining or being joined, especially in a political context




•
 
he was opposed to closer political or economic union with Europe




•
 
a currency union between the two countries.










2.
 
a state of harmony or agreement




•
 
they live in perfect union.










3.
 
a marriage




•
 
their union had not been blessed with children.










4.
 
an organized association of workers formed to protect and further their rights and interests; a labor union




•
 
the National Farmers' Union.










5.
 
a club, society, or association formed by people with a common interest or purpose




•
 
members of the Students' Union.










6.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a number of parishes consolidated for the purposes of administering the Poor Laws.




7.
 


(Brit.)

 an association of independent churches for purposes of cooperation.




8.
 
(also 
Union

 )
 — a political unit consisting of a number of states or provinces with the same central government, in particular




9.
 
the US, especially from its founding by the original thirteen states in 1787–90 to the secession of the Confederate states in 1860–61.




10.
 
(also 
the Federal Union

 )
 — the northern states of the US that opposed the seceding Confederate states in the Civil War.




11.
 
a building at a college or university used by students for recreation and other nonacademic activities.




12.
 


[Mathematics]

 the set that comprises all the elements (and no others) contained in any of two or more given sets.




13.
 
the operation of forming a union.




14.
 
a pipe coupling.




15.
 
a part of a flag with an emblem symbolizing national union, typically occupying the upper corner next to the staff.




16.
 
a fabric made of two or more different yarns, typically cotton and linen or silk.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from ecclesiastical Latin 
unio(n-)

 ‘unity,’ from Latin 
unus

 ‘one.’





Union

 
/ˈyo͞onyən/






an industrial and residential township in northeastern New Jersey; pop. 53,673 (est. 2008).









union-bashing

 
/ˈyo͞onyənˌbaSHiNG/






noun






‹informal›

 active or vocal opposition to labor unions and their rights.













union catalog






noun




a list of the combined holdings of several libraries.













Union City





I.
 
a city in north central California, south of Oakland; pop. 72,123 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in northeastern New Jersey, across the Hudson River from New York City; pop. 62,183 (est. 2008).









Uniondale

 
/ˈyo͞onyənˌdāl/






a residential and commercial village in southeastern New York, on Long Island; pop. 23,011 (2000).









unionist

 
/ˈyo͞onyənəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a labor union.




2.
 
an advocate or supporter of labor unions.




3.
 
(
Unionist

 )
 — a person who opposed secession during the Civil War.




4.
 
a person in Northern Ireland, especially a member of a political party, supporting or advocating union with Great Britain.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unionism

 
/ˈyo͞onyəˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
unionistic

 
/ˌyo͞onyəˈnistik /






adjective





















unionize

 
/ˈyo͞onyəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb




become or cause to become members of a labor union.








II.
 
derivatives





unionization

 
/ˌyo͞onyənəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌyo͞onyəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















unionized

 
/ˈyo͞onyəˌnīzd/






adjective




(of workers or their workplace) belonging to, or having workers belonging to, a labor union




•
 
unionized factories.



















un-ionized

 
/ˌənˈīənīzd/






adjective




not ionized.













Union Jack

 
/ˈˌyo͞onyən ˈˌjak/






noun



1.
 
the national flag of the United Kingdom, consisting of red and white crosses on a blue background.

[originally a small British union flag flown as the jack of a ship; compare with union
 .]




2.
 
(
union jack

 )
 — (in the US) a small flag consisting of the union from the national flag, flown at the bows of vessels in harbor.














Union of Myanmar






official name for Burma
 .










Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

 
USSR






full name of the Soviet Union
 .










union shop

 
/ˈyo͞onyən ˈSHäp/






noun




a place of work where employers may hire nonunion workers who must join a labor union within an agreed time.

Compare with closed shop
 , open shop
 .













Union Square






a park in southern Manhattan in New York City, noted as a former theater and, later, labor union hub.









union suit

 
/ˈyo͞onyən so͞ot/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹dated›

 a single undergarment combining shirt and pants.













Union Territory






any of several territories of India that are administered by the central government.









uniparous

 
/ˌyo͞oˈnip(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 producing a single young at a birth.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
uniparus

 (from Latin 
uni-

 ‘one’ + 
-parus

 ‘bearing’) + -ous
 .





unipersonal

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈpərsənəl/






adjective






‹rare›

 comprising, or existing as, one person only.













uniplanar

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈplānər/






adjective




lying in one plane.













unipolar

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈpōlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or relating to a single pole or kind of polarity




•
 
a unipolar magnetic charge.










2.
 
(of psychiatric illness) characterized by either depressive or (more rarely) manic episodes but not both.

Compare with bipolar disorder
 .




3.
 
(of a nerve cell) having only one axon or process.




4.
 


[Electronics]

 (of a transistor or other device) using charge carriers of a single polarity.








II.
 
derivatives





unipolarity

 
/-pəˈlaritē, -pō- /






noun





















unipotent

 
/yo͞oˈnipədənt/






adjective



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a subgroup) having only one idempotent element.




2.
 


[Biology]

 (of an immature or stem cell) capable of giving rise to only one cell type.














unique

 
/yo͞oˈnēk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
being the only one of its kind; unlike anything else




•
 
the situation was unique in modern politics




•
 
original and unique designs.










2.
 
particularly remarkable, special, or unusual




•
 
a unique opportunity to see the spectacular Bolshoi Ballet.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unique to

 )
 — belonging or connected to (one particular person, group, or place)




•
 
a style of architecture that is unique to Portugal.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a unique person or thing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uniquely

 
/yo͞oˈnēklē /






adverb













2.
 
uniqueness

 
/yo͞oˈnēknis /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Latin 
unicus

 , from 
unus

 ‘one.’ / 
usage:

 There is a set of adjectives—including 
unique

 , 
complete

 , 
equal

 , and 
perfect

 —whose core meaning embraces a mathematically absolute concept and which therefore, according to a traditional argument, cannot be modified by adverbs such as 
really

 , 
quite

 , or 
very

 . For example, since the core meaning of 
unique

 (from Latin ‘one’) is ‘being only one of its kind,’ it is logically impossible, the argument goes, to submodify it: it either is ‘unique’ or it is not, and there are no stages in between. In practice, the situation in the language is more complex than this. Words like 
unique

 have a core sense, but they often also have a secondary, less precise (nonabsolute) sense of ‘very remarkable or unusual,’ as in a really unique opportunity. It is advisable, however, to use 
unique

 in this sense sparingly and not to modify it with very, quite, really, etc.





unisex

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌseks/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of clothing or hairstyles) designed to be suitable for both sexes.








II.
 
noun




a style in which men and women look and dress in a similar way.













unisexual

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈsekSH(əw)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an organism) either male or female; not hermaphrodite.




2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a flower) having either stamens or pistils but not both.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unisexuality

 
/-ˌsekSHo͞oˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
unisexually






adverb





















un-Islamic

 
/ˌəniˈslämik/






adjective




contrary to the tenets of Islam.













unison

 
/ˈyo͞onəsən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
simultaneous performance of action or utterance of speech




•
 
“Yes, sir,” said the girls 
in unison

 .










2.
 


[Music]

 coincidence in pitch of sounds or notes




•
 
the flutes play 
in unison with

 the violas.










3.
 
a combination of notes, voices, or instruments at the same pitch or (especially when singing) in octaves




•
 
good unisons are formed by flutes, oboes, and clarinets.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
performed in unison.








III.
 
derivatives





unisonous

 
/yo͞oˈnisənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun): from Old French, or from late Latin 
unisonus

 , from Latin 
uni-

 ‘one’ + 
sonus

 ‘sound.’





unissued

 
/ˌənˈiSHo͞od/






adjective




(especially of shares of stock) not yet issued




•
 
his rights to acquire any unissued shares were eliminated.



















unit

 
/ˈyo͞onət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an individual thing or person regarded as single and complete but which can also form an individual component of a larger or more complex whole




•
 
the family unit




•
 
large areas of land made up of smaller units




•
 
the sentence as a unit of grammar.










2.
 
a device that has a specified function, especially one forming part of a complex mechanism




•
 
the gearbox and transmission unit.










3.
 
a piece of furniture or equipment for fitting with others like it or made of complementary parts




•
 
a sink unit.










4.
 
a self-contained section of accommodations in a larger building or group of buildings




•
 
one- and two-bedroom units.










5.
 
a part of an institution such as a hospital having a special function




•
 
the intensive care unit.










6.
 
a subdivision of a larger military grouping




•
 
he returned to Germany with his unit.










7.
 
an amount of educational instruction, typically determined by the number of hours spent in class




•
 
students take three compulsory core units.










8.
 
an item manufactured


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
unit cost.










9.
 


(US)

 a police car




•
 
he eased into his unit and flicked the siren on.










10.
 
a quantity chosen as a standard in terms of which other quantities may be expressed




•
 
a unit of measurement




•
 
fifty units of electricity.










11.
 
the number one.




12.
 
(
units

 )
 — the digit before the decimal point in decimal notation, representing an integer less than ten.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a mathematical term): from Latin 
unus

 , probably suggested by digit
 .





UNITA

 
/ˌyo͞oˈnēdə/





I.
 
an Angolan nationalist movement founded in 1966 by 
Jonas Savimbi

 (1934–2002) to fight Portuguese rule. After independence was achieved in 1975, UNITA continued to fight against the ruling Marxist MPLA, with help from South Africa.







– origin

 acronym from Portuguese 
União Nacional para a Independencia Total de Angola

 .





unitard

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌtärd/





I.
 
noun




a tight-fitting one-piece garment of stretchable fabric that covers the body from the neck to the knees or feet.











– origin

 1960s: from uni-
 ‘single’ + leotard
 .





Unitarian

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈterēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Theology]

 a person, especially a Christian, who asserts the unity of God and rejects the doctrine of the Trinity.




2.
 


[Theology]

 a member of a church or religious body maintaining Unitarian beliefs and typically rejecting formal dogma in favor of a rationalist approach to belief.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Unitarians.








III.
 
derivatives





Unitarianism

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
unitarius

 (from Latin 
unitas

 ‘unity’) + -an
 .





Unitarian Universalism

 
/ˌyo͞onəˌterēən ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəlizəm/





I.
 
noun




the religious denomination formed in 1961 by the merger of the Unitarians and the Universalists.








II.
 
derivatives





Unitarian Universalist






adjective





















unitary

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming a single or uniform entity




•
 
a sort of unitary wholeness.










2.
 
of or relating to a system of government or organization in which the powers of the separate constituent parts are vested in a central body




•
 
a unitary rather than a federal state.










3.
 
of or relating to a unit or units.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unitarily

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌterəlē, ˌyo͞onəˈte(ə)r- /






adverb













2.
 
unitarity

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈte(ə)ritē /






noun





















Unitas, Johnny

 
/yo͞oˈnītəs/






(1933–2002), US football player; full name 
John Constantine Unitas

 . A quarterback with the Baltimore Colts 1956–72, he led them to three NFL titles in 1958, 1959, and 1968 and a Super Bowl win in 1971. He also played for the San Diego Chargers 1972–73. Football Hall of Fame (1979).









unit cell






noun






[Crystallography]

 the smallest group of atoms of a substance that has the overall symmetry of a crystal of that substance, and from which the entire lattice can be built up by repetition in three dimensions.













unite

 
/yo͞oˈnīt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
come or bring together for a common purpose or action


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he called on the party to unite




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
they are united by their love of cars.










2.
 
come or bring together to form a unit or whole, especially in a political context


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the two Germanys officially united




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he aimed to unite Italy and Sicily under his imperial crown




•
 
his work unites theory and practice.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 join in marriage.








II.
 
derivatives





unitive

 
/ˈyo͞onətiv, yo͞oˈnī- /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
unit-

 ‘joined together,’ from the verb 
unire

 , from 
unus

 ‘one.’





united

 
/yo͞oˈnīdəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
joined together politically, for a common purpose, or by common feelings




•
 
women acting together in a united way.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 used in names of soccer and other sports teams formed by amalgamation




•
 
Oxford United.














II.
 
derivatives





unitedly






adverb






















United Arab Emirates

 
UAE





I.
 
an independent state on the southern coast of the Persian Gulf, west of the Gulf of Oman; pop. 4,798,500 (est. 2009); capital, Abu Dhabi; official language, Arabic.





The United Arab Emirates was formed in 1971 by the federation of the independent sheikhdoms formerly called the Trucial States: Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al-Khaimah (joined early 1972), Sharjah, and Umm al-Qaiwain.





United Arab Republic

 
UAR






a former political union established by Egypt and Syria in 1958. It was seen as the first step toward the creation of a pan-Arab union in the Middle East, but only Yemen entered into loose association with it 1958–66 and Syria withdrew in 1961. Egypt retained the name United Arab Republic until 1971.









United Artists






a movie production company founded in 1919 by Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, and D. W. Griffith.









United Brethren






plural noun




a Protestant denomination founded in the US in 1800.














United Kingdom

 
/yo͞oˈnīdid ˈkiNGdəm /

 
UK





I.
 
a country in western Europe that consists of England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland; pop. 61,113,200 (est. 2009); capital, London. Full name 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

 .





England (which had incorporated Wales in the 16th century) and Scotland have had the same monarch since 1603, when James VI of Scotland succeeded to the English crown as James I; the kingdoms were formally united by the Act of Union in 1707. An Act of Parliament joined Great Britain and Ireland in 1801, but the Irish Free State (later the Republic of Ireland) broke away in 1921. The UK became a member of the EC (now the EU) in 1973.





United Nations

 
/yo͞oˈˌnīdid ˈnāSHənz /

 
UN





I.
 
an international organization of countries set up in 1945, in succession to the League of Nations, to promote international peace, security, and cooperation.





The members of the United Nations, originally the countries that fought against the Axis Powers in the Second World War, now number 193 and include most sovereign states of the world. Administration is by a secretariat headed by a secretary general. The chief deliberative body is the General Assembly, in which each member state has one vote; recommendations are passed but are not binding on members and generally have had little effect on world politics. The Security Council bears the primary responsibility for the maintenance of peace and security and may call on members to take action, chiefly peacekeeping action, to enforce its decisions. The UN's headquarters are in New York City.





United Provinces

 

‹historical›






I.
 
the seven provinces united in 1579 that formed the basis of the republic of the Netherlands.




II.
 
an Indian administrative division formed by the union of Agra and Oudh that has been called Uttar Pradesh since 1950.










United States

 
/yo͞oˈˌnīdid ˈstāts /

 
US
 , U.S.





I.
 
a country that occupies most of the southern half of North America as well as Alaska and the Hawaiian Islands; pop. 304,059,724 (est. 2008); capital, Washington, DC. Full name 
United States of America

 .





The US is a federal republic comprising 50 states and the Federal District of Columbia. It originated in the American Revolution, the successful rebellion of the colonies on the eastern coast against British rule in 1775–83. The original 13 states that formed the Union drew up a federal constitution in 1787, and George Washington was elected the first president in 1789. In the 19th century the territory of the US was extended across the continent through the westward spread of pioneers and settlers and acquisitions such as that of Texas and California from Mexico in the 1840s. After a long period of isolation in foreign affairs, the US participated on the Allied side in both world wars and emerged from the Cold War as the world's leading military and economic power.





unitize

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌtīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
unitized

 )


1.
 
form into a single unit by combining parts into a whole




•
 
a six-cylinder engine and a unitized body with thousands of welds.










2.
 
package (cargo) into unit loads




•
 
a unitized load.



















unit membrane






noun






[Biology]

 a lipoprotein membrane that encloses many cells and cell organelles and is composed of two electron-dense layers enclosing a less dense layer.













unit pricing






noun




identification of and labeling of items for sale with the retail price per unit, permitting easier price comparisons among similar products in different sized containers.













unit train






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a train transporting a single commodity.













unit trust

 
/ˈˌyo͞onə(t) ˈˌtrəst/






noun




British term for mutual fund
 .













unit vector






noun






[Mathematics]

 a vector that has a magnitude of one.













unity

 
/ˈyo͞onədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being united or joined as a whole




•
 
European unity




•
 
their leaders called for unity between opposing factions.










2.
 
the state of forming a complete and pleasing whole, especially in an artistic context




•
 
the repeated phrase gives the piece unity and cohesion.










3.
 
a thing forming a complex whole




•
 
they speak of the three parts as a unity.










4.
 
in Aristotle's 
Poetics

 , each of the three dramatic principles requiring limitation of the supposed time of a drama to that occupied in acting it or to a single day (
unity of time

 ), use of one scene throughout (
unity of place

 ), and concentration on the development of a single plot (
unity of action

 ).




5.
 


[Mathematics]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 the number one.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
unite

 , from Latin 
unitas

 , from 
unus

 ‘one.’





univ.






abbreviation




universal.













Univ.






abbreviation




University.













univalent





I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvālənt /



1.
 


[Biology]

 (of a chromosome) remaining unpaired during meiosis.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 another term for monovalent
 .








II.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a univalent chromosome.













univalve

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌvalv /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
adjective




having one valve or shell.








II.
 
noun




another term for gastropod
 .













univariate

 
/yo͞oniˈveriət/






adjective






[Statistics]

 involving one variate or variable quantity.














universal

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, affecting, or done by all people or things in the world or in a particular group; applicable to all cases




•
 
universal adult suffrage




•
 
the incidents caused universal concern.










2.
 


[Logic]

 denoting a proposition in which something is asserted of all of a class.

Contrasted with particular
 .




3.
 


[Linguistics]

 denoting or relating to a grammatical rule, set of rules, or other linguistic feature that is found in all languages.




4.
 
(of a tool or machine) adjustable to or appropriate for all requirements; not restricted to a single purpose or position.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or thing having universal effect, currency, or application, in particular




2.
 


[Logic]

 a universal proposition.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 a term or concept of general application.




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 a nature or essence signified by a general term.




5.
 


[Linguistics]

 a universal grammatical rule or linguistic feature.








III.
 
derivatives





universality

 
/ˌyo͞onəvərˈsalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
universalis

 , from 
universus

 (see universe
 ).





Universal

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəl/






a movie production company formed by Carl Laemmle in 1912, one of the first studios to move from New York to the Los Angeles area. The company merged with MCA (Music Corporation of America) in 1962. The company produced movies starring Abbott and Costello, the series of Sherlock Holmes movies featuring Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce, and blockbusters such as 
ET The Extra-Terrestrial

 (1982).









Universal City

 
/ˌyo͞onəvərsəl ˈsidē/






a district in northwestern Los Angeles in California, in the San Fernando Valley, home to Universal Studios and other entertainment facilities.









universal donor






noun




a person of blood group O, who can in theory donate blood to recipients of any ABO blood group.













universalist

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsələst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 a person who believes that all humankind will eventually be saved.




2.
 
(usu. 
Universalist

 )
 — a member of an organized body of Christians who hold the belief that all humankind will eventually be saved.




3.
 
a person advocating loyalty to and concern for others without regard to national or other allegiances.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 of or relating to universalists.




2.
 
universal in scope or character.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
universalism

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəˌlizəm /






noun













2.
 
universalistic

 
/-ˌvərsəˈlistik /






adjective





















universalize

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a universal character or application to (something, especially something abstract)




•
 
theories that universalize experience.










2.
 
bring into universal use; make available for all




•
 
attempts to universalize basic education.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
universalizability

 
/-ˌvərsəˌlīzəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
universalization

 
/ˌyo͞onəˌvərsələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌyo͞onəˌvərsəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















universal joint

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəl joint /

 
universal coupling






noun




a coupling or joint that can transmit rotary power by a shaft over a range of angles.













universally

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəlē/






adverb




by everyone; in every case




•
 
progress is not always universally welcomed.




















Universal Product Code

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəl ˈprädəkt kōd/






noun




more formal term for barcode
 .













universal quantifier






noun






[Logic]

 a formal expression used in asserting that a stated general proposition is true of all the members of the delineated universe or class.













universal recipient






noun




a person of blood group AB, who can in theory receive donated blood of any ABO blood group.














universal set






noun






[Mathematics]

 
[Logic]

 the set containing all objects or elements and of which all other sets are subsets.













Universal Time

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsəl tīm /

 
Universal Time Coordinated






another term for Greenwich Mean Time
 .










universe

 
/ˈyo͞onəˌvərs/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the universe

 )


1.
 
all existing matter and space considered as a whole; the cosmos. The universe is believed to be at least 10 billion light years in diameter and contains a vast number of galaxies; it has been expanding since its creation in the Big Bang about 13 billion years ago.




2.
 
a particular sphere of activity, interest, or experience




•
 
the front parlor was the hub of her universe.










3.
 
( also 
universe of discourse

 )
 — 

[Logic]

 another term for universal set
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
univers

 or Latin 
universum

 , neuter of 
universus

 ‘combined into one, whole,’ from 
uni-

 ‘one’ + 
versus

 ‘turned’ (past participle of 
vertere

 ).






university

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvərsədē/





I.
 
noun




an educational institution designed for instruction, examination, or both, of students in many branches of advanced learning, conferring degrees in various faculties, and often embodying colleges and similar institutions


[in 
names

 ]


•
 
Oxford University




•
 
the University of California




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the university buildings




•
 
a university professor.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
at university








(chiefly Brit.)

 studying at a university.









2.
 
the university of life






the experience of life regarded as a means of instruction.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
universite

 , from Latin 
universitas

 ‘the whole,’ in late Latin ‘society, guild,’ from 
universus

 (see universe
 ).





University City

 
/ˌyo͞onəˌvərsidē ˈsidē/






a city in eastern Missouri, west of St. Louis, home to Washington University; pop. 36,289 (est. 2008).









University Park






a city in northeastern Texas, enclosed by northern Dallas, home to Southern Methodist University; pop. 24,853 (est. 2008).









univocal

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvōkəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Philosophy]

 
[Linguistics]

 (of a word or term) having only one possible meaning; unambiguous




•
 
a univocal set of instructions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
univocality

 
/ˌyo͞onəˌvōˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
univocally

 
/ˌyo͞onəˈvōkəlē /






adverb






















Unix

 
/ˈyo͞oniks /

 
UNIX





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a widely used multiuser operating system.











– origin

 1970s: from uni-
 ‘one’ + a respelling of -ics
 , on the pattern of an earlier less compact system called 
Multics

 .





unjoint

 
/ˌənˈjoint/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 separate or dislocate the joints of.













unjust

 
/ˌənˈjəst/





I.
 
adjective




not based on or behaving according to what is morally right and fair




•
 
resistance to unjust laws.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unjustly

 
/ˌənˈjəs(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
unjustness

 
/ˌənˈjəs(t)nəs /






noun





















unjustifiable

 
/ˌənˈjəstəˌfīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be shown to be right or reasonable




•
 
an unjustifiable restriction on their freedom.














II.
 
derivatives





unjustifiably

 
/ˌənˈˌjəstəˈfīəblē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
they seemed, unjustifiably, to be taking things out on the students



























unjustified

 
/ˌənˈjəstəˌfīd/






adjective



1.
 
not shown to be right or reasonable




•
 
unjustified price increases.










2.
 


[Printing]

 (of printed text) not justified.














unkempt

 
/ˌənˈkem(p)t/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person) having an untidy or disheveled appearance




•
 
they were unwashed and unkempt.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unkemptly






adverb













2.
 
unkemptness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + 
kempt

 ‘combed’ (past participle of archaic 
kemb

 , related to comb
 ).





unkept

 
/ˌənˈkept/






adjective



1.
 
(of a commitment or undertaking) not honored or fulfilled




•
 
unkept appointments and broken promises.










2.
 
not tidy or cared for.













unkind

 
/ˌənˈkīnd/





I.
 
adjective




inconsiderate and harsh to others




•
 
you were terribly 
unkind to

 her




•
 
he was the butt of some unkind jokes




•
 
it was 
unkind of

 her to criticize.














II.
 
derivatives





unkindly

 
/ˌənˈkīn(d)lē /






adverb





















unkindness

 
/ˌənˈkīn(d)nəs/






noun




inconsiderate and harsh behavior




•
 
she had had enough of her father's unkindness.



















unking

 
/ˌənˈkiNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 remove (a monarch) from power.













unkink

 
/ˌənˈkiNGk/






verb




straighten or become straight.













unknit

 
/ˌənˈnit/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
separate (things that are joined, knotted, or interlocked).













unknot

 
/ˌənˈnät/






verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — release or untie the knot or knots in




•
 
he swiftly unknotted his tie.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a muscle) relax after being tense and hard




•
 
his shoulders unknotted.



















unknowable

 
/ˌənˈnōəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be known




•
 
the total cost is unknowable.














II.
 
derivatives





unknowability

 
/-ˌnōəˈbilətē /






noun





















unknowing

 
/ˌənˈnōiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not knowing or aware




•
 
the lions moved stealthily toward their unknowing victims.














II.
 
noun




lack of awareness or knowledge.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unknowingly

 
/ˌənˈnōiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unknowingness






noun





















unknowledgeable

 
/ˌənˈnäləjəbəl /

 
unknowledgable






adjective




not well informed or educated




•
 
she was extremely unknowledgeable about investments




•
 
services staffed by unknowledgeable people.



















unknown

 
/ˌənˈnōn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not known or familiar




•
 
exploration into unknown territory




•
 
his whereabouts are 
unknown to

 his family.










2.
 
(of a performer or artist) not well known or famous.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unknown person or thing




•
 
she is a relative unknown.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 an unknown quantity or variable




•
 
find the unknown in the following equations.










3.
 
(
the unknown

 )
 — that which is unknown




•
 
our fear of the unknown.














III.
 
phrases





unknown to






without the knowledge of




•
 
unknown to Miller, the police had taped their telephone conversation.


















IV.
 
derivatives





unknownness






noun





















unknown quantity






noun




a person or thing whose nature, value, or significance cannot be determined or is not yet known




•
 
the producers replaced her with an unknown quantity.



















Unknown Soldier

 
/ˌənˈnōn ˈsōljər/






noun




an unidentified representative member of a country's armed forces killed in war, given burial with special honors in a national memorial.













unlabeled

 
/ˌənˈlābəld /

 


‹Brit.›

 unlabelled






adjective




without a label; not labeled




•
 
bottles of unlabeled white wine.



















unlace

 
/ˌənˈlās/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the laces of (a shoe or garment).













unlade

 
/ˌənˈlād/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 unload (a ship or cargo).













unladen

 
/ˌənˈlādn/






adjective




not carrying a load




•
 
unladen, the boat heeled to starboard.



















unladylike

 
/ˌənˈlādēˌlīk/






adjective




not appropriate for or typical of a well-bred woman or girl




•
 
Sharon gave an unladylike snort.



















unlaid1


 
/ˌənˈlād/






adjective




not laid




•
 
the table was still unlaid.



















unlaid2


 
/ˌənˈlād/






past and past participle of unlay
 .









unlamented

 
/ˌənləˈmen(t)əd/






adjective




(of a person who has died or something that has gone or finished) not mourned or regretted.













unlash

 
/ˌənˈlaSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten (something securely tied with a cord or rope)




•
 
he unlashed the dinghy.



















unlatch

 
/ˌənˈlaCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten the latch of (a door or gate).













unlawful

 
/ˌənˈlôfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not conforming to, permitted by, or recognized by law or rules




•
 
the use of unlawful violence




•
 
they claimed the ban was unlawful.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unlawfully

 
/ˌənˈlôfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unlawfulness

 
/ˌənˈlôf(ə)lnəs /






noun






















unlay

 
/ˌənˈlā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 untwist (a rope) into separate strands.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from un-
 2
 (expressing reversal) + lay
 1
 .





unleaded

 
/ˌənˈledəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of gasoline) without added tetraethyl lead.




2.
 
not covered, weighted, or framed with lead.




3.
 


[Printing]

 (of type) with no space or leads added between lines.








II.
 
noun




gasoline without added lead.













unlearn

 
/ˌənˈlərn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discard (something learned, especially a bad habit or false or outdated information) from one's memory




•
 
teachers are being asked to unlearn rigid rules for labeling and placing children.



















unlearned1


 
/ˌənˈlərnəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) not well educated.








II.
 
derivatives





unlearnedly

 
/ˌənˈlərnədlē /






adverb





















unlearned2


 
/ˌənˈlərnd/






adjective



1.
 
not having been learned




•
 
she found herself on the stage, lines unlearned.










2.
 
not needing to be learned because innate




•
 
the unlearned responses of our inner world.



















unleash

 
/ˌənˈlēSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release from a leash or restraint




•
 
we unleashed the dog and carried it down to our car




•
 


‹figurative›

 the failure of the talks could unleash more fighting.










2.
 
cause (a strong or violent force) to be released or become unrestrained




•
 
the failure of the talks could unleash more fighting




•
 
his comment unleashed a storm of protest in India.



















unleavened

 
/ˌənˈlevənd/






adjective




(of bread) made without yeast or other leavening agent.













unless

 
/ənˈles/





I.
 
conjunction




except if (used to introduce a case in which a statement being made is not true or valid)




•
 
unless you have a photographic memory, repetition is vital




•
 
manuscripts cannot be returned unless accompanied by a self-addressed envelope.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from on
 or in
 (assimilated through lack of stress to un-
 1
 ) + less
 .





unlettered

 
/ˌənˈledərd/






adjective




(of a person) poorly educated or illiterate.













unlicensed

 
/ˌənˈlīsənst /

 


‹Brit.›

 unlicenced






adjective



1.
 
not having an official license




•
 
unlicensed weapons.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a bar or restaurant) not having a license for the sale of liquor




•
 
unlicensed clubs do not seek publicity.



















unlighted

 
/ˌənˈlīdəd/






adjective




unlit.













unlikable

 
/ˌənˈlīkəb(ə)l /

 
unlikeable






adjective




(especially of a person) not likable




•
 
a thoroughly unlikable bully.



















unlike1


 
/ˌənˈlīk/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
different from; not similar to




•
 
they were unlike anything ever seen before




•
 
a large house not unlike Mr. Shaw's.










2.
 
in contrast to; differently from




•
 
unlike Helen, he was not superstitious.










3.
 
uncharacteristic of (someone)




•
 
he sounded irritable, which was unlike him.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
dissimilar or different from each other




•
 
they seemed utterly unlike, despite being twins.










2.
 
(
unlike to/from

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 not like; different from




•
 
he was very unlike to any other man.














III.
 
derivatives





unlikeness

 
/ˌənˈlīknəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: perhaps originally an alteration of Old Norse 
úlíkr

 ; compare with Old English 
ungelīc

 ‘not of the same kind, not comparable.’ / 
usage:

 The use of 
unlike

 as a conjunction, as in she was behaving 
unlike

 she'd 
ever

 behaved before, is not considered standard English. It can be avoided by using 
as

 with a negative instead: she was behaving 
as

 she'd 
never

 behaved before.





unlike2


 
/ˈənˌlīk/






verb



1.
 
(
be unliked

 )
 — be regarded with distaste or hostility; be unpopular




•
 
the article suggests that his character was unliked by many.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — withdraw one's liking or approval of (a web page or posting on a social media website that one has previously liked)




•
 
I cut about 300 of my 400 friends and unliked about 20–30 pages.



















unlikely

 
/ˌənˈlīklē/





I.
 
adjective




not likely to happen, be done, or be true; improbable




•
 
an unlikely explanation




•
 


it is unlikely that

 they will ever be used




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the change is unlikely to affect many people.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unlikelihood

 
/ˌənˈlīklēˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
unlikeliness






noun





















unlimber

 
/ˌənˈlimbər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
detach (a gun) from its limber so that it can be used.




2.
 


(chiefly US)

 unpack or unfasten (something) ready for use




•
 
we had to unlimber some of the gear.



















unlimited

 
/ˌənˈlimidəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not limited or restricted in terms of number, quantity, or extent




•
 
the range of possible adaptations was unlimited.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a company) not limited.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a problem) having an infinite number of solutions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unlimitedly

 
/ˌənˈlimidədlē /






adverb













2.
 
unlimitedness

 
/ˌənˈlimidədnəs /






noun





















unlined1


 
/ˌənˈlīnd/






adjective




not marked or covered with lines




•
 
her face was still unlined




•
 
unlined paper.



















unlined2


 
/ˌənˈlīnd/






adjective




(of a container or garment) without a lining




•
 
unlined curtains.



















unlink

 
/ˌənˈliNGk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make no longer connected




•
 
all three loops are linked, but cutting any one unlinks the other two.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
unlinked

 )
 — unconnected




•
 
three previously unlinked murders.



















unliquidated

 
/ˌənˈlikwəˌdādəd/






adjective




(of a debt) not cleared or paid off.













unlisted

 
/ˌənˈlistəd/






adjective



1.
 
not included on a list.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 (of a person or telephone number) not listed in a telephone directory or available through directory assistance, at the wish of the subscriber




•
 
the nuisance calls stopped after he obtained an unlisted number.










3.
 
denoting or relating to a company whose shares are not listed on a stock exchange.













unlistenable

 
/ˌənˈlisənəb(ə)l/






adjective




(especially of music) impossible or unbearable to listen to




•
 
today, his recordings seem unlistenable.



















unlit

 
/ˌənˈlit/






adjective



1.
 
not provided with lighting




•
 
an unlit staircase.










2.
 
not having been set alight




•
 
his unlit pipe.



















unlivable

 
/ˌənˈlivəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be lived in; uninhabitable




•
 
the pollution that has made life virtually unlivable for our people there.



















unlived-in

 
/ˌənˈlivdin/






adjective




not appearing to be used or inhabited; not homey or comfortable.













unload

 
/ˌənˈlōd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove goods from (a vehicle, ship, container, etc.)




•
 
she hadn't finished unloading the car.










2.
 
remove (goods) from a vehicle, ship, container, etc.




•
 
the men unloaded the wheat into the bays.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a vehicle, ship, container, etc.) have goods removed




•
 
the street was jammed with trucks unloading.










4.
 


‹informal›

 get rid of (something unwanted)




•
 
he had 
unloaded

 his depreciating stock 
on

 his unsuspecting wife.










5.
 


‹informal›

 give expression to (oppressive thoughts or feelings)




•
 
the meeting had been a chance for her to unload some of her feelings about her son.










6.
 
remove (ammunition) from a gun or (film) from a camera.








II.
 
derivatives





unloader






noun





















unlock

 
/ənˈläk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the lock of (something) by using a key




•
 
he unlocked the door to his room.










2.
 
make (something previously inaccessible or unexploited) available for use




•
 
the campaign has helped us unlock rich reserves of talent among our employees.










3.
 
use a password or other form of authentication to access the full functionality or data of (a computer, mobile phone, file, etc.)




•
 
when you unlock your phone, you're presented with the ‘home screen’—the interface that shows off all your apps.










4.
 
make (a mobile phone) capable of operating on the network of any chosen carrier




•
 
you cannot unlock your phone while you are under contract.



















unlocked

 
/ˌənˈläkt/






adjective



1.
 
not locked




•
 
unlocked doors.










2.
 
(of a mobile phone) capable of operating on the network of any chosen carrier




•
 
with an unlocked phone you can use SIM cards from any service provider.



















unlooked-for

 
/ˌənˈlo͝oktfôr/






adjective




unexpected; unforeseen




•
 
in his family he found unlooked-for happiness.



















unloose

 
/ˌənˈlo͞os /

 
unloosen






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo; let free




•
 
he rushed across to unloose the dog.



















unlovable

 
/ˌənˈləvəb(ə)l /

 
unloveable





I.
 
adjective




not lovable




•
 
a very unlovable child.














II.
 
derivatives





unlovability

 
/-ˌləvəˈbilətē /






noun





















unloved

 
/ˌənˈləvd/






adjective




not loved.













unlovely

 
/ˌənˈləvlē/





I.
 
adjective




not attractive; ugly.








II.
 
derivatives





unloveliness

 
/ˌənˈləvlēnəs /






noun





















unloving

 
/ˌənˈləviNG/





I.
 
adjective




not loving




•
 
an unloving father.














II.
 
derivatives





unlovingly






adverb





















unlucky

 
/ˌənˈləkē/





I.
 
adjective




having, bringing, or resulting from bad luck




•
 
an unlucky defeat




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the visitors were unlucky to have a goal disallowed.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unluckily

 
/ˌənˈləkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unluckiness

 
/ˌənˈləkēnəs /






noun





















unmade

 
/ˌənˈmād/






adjective



1.
 
(of a bed) not having the bedclothes neatly arranged for sleeping in.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 (of a road) without a hard, smooth surface.













unmaidenly

 
/ˌənˈmādnlē/





I.
 
adjective




not befitting or characteristic of a young, sexually inexperienced woman.








II.
 
derivatives





unmaidenliness






noun





















unmake

 
/ˌənˈmāk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reverse or undo the making of; annul




•
 
Watergate made the independent prosecutor law necessary; Whitewater may unmake it.










2.
 
ruin; destroy




•
 
human beings make cities and unmake them.



















unman

 
/ˌənˈman/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 deprive of qualities traditionally associated with men, such as self-control or courage




•
 
sitting in the dock awaiting a sentence will unman the stoutest heart.



















unmanageable

 
/ˌənˈmanəjəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




difficult or impossible to manage, manipulate, or control




•
 
his behavior was becoming unmanageable at home.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unmanageableness






noun













2.
 
unmanageably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unmanaged

 
/ˌənˈmanəjd/






adjective



1.
 
not controlled or regulated




•
 
a critique of unmanaged capitalism.










2.
 
(of land) left wild; in a natural state.













unmanly

 
/ˌənˈmanlē/





I.
 
adjective




not manly; weak or cowardly




•
 
unmanly behavior.














II.
 
derivatives





unmanliness






noun





















unmanned

 
/ˌənˈmand/






adjective




not having or needing a crew or staff




•
 
an unmanned space flight.



















unmannered

 
/ˌənˈmanərd/






adjective




not affected or artificial in style.













unmannerly

 
/ˌənˈmanərlē/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing good manners




•
 
uncouth, unmannerly fellows.














II.
 
derivatives





unmannerliness

 
/ˌənˈmanərlēnəs /






noun





















unmapped

 
/ˌənˈmapt/






adjective



1.
 
(of an area or feature) not represented on a geographical map.




2.
 
unexplored




•
 
unmapped corners of Africa.










3.
 


[Biology]

 (of a gene or chromosome) not yet mapped.













unmarked

 
/ˌənˈmärkt/






adjective



1.
 
not marked




•
 
an unmarked police car




•
 
his skin was unmarked.










2.
 


[Linguistics]

 (of a word or other linguistic unit) having a more general meaning or use than a corresponding marked term




•
 
“duck” is unmarked, whereas “drake” is marked.










3.
 
not noticed




•
 
it's a pleasure to reward them for work which might otherwise go unmarked.



















unmarketable

 
/ˌənˈmärkədəb(ə)l/






adjective




without qualities that attract sales; not marketable.













unmarried

 
/ˌənˈmerēd/






adjective




not married; single.













unmasculine

 
/ˌənˈmaskyələn/






adjective




not having or showing qualities traditionally associated with men




•
 
his hair made him look unmasculine




•
 
unmasculine behavior.



















unmask

 
/ˌənˈmask/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
expose the true character of or hidden truth about




•
 
the trial unmasked him as a complete charlatan.










2.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
unmasked

 )
 — remove the mask from




•
 
an unmasked gunman.














II.
 
derivatives





unmasker






noun





















unmatchable

 
/ˌənˈmaCHəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




incapable of being matched, equaled, or rivaled.








II.
 
derivatives





unmatchably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unmatched

 
/ˌənˈmaCHt/






adjective




not matched or equaled




•
 
he has a talent unmatched by any other politician.



















unmeaning

 
/ˌənˈmēniNG/





I.
 
adjective




having no meaning or significance; meaningless




•
 
a sweet, unmeaning smile.














II.
 
derivatives





unmeaningly






adverb





















unmeasurable

 
/ˌənˈmeZH(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be measured objectively




•
 
the unmeasurable qualities of a scientist.














II.
 
derivatives





unmeasurably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unmeasured

 
/ˌənˈmeZHərd/






adjective



1.
 
not having been measured




•
 
unmeasured risk factors.










2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 immense; limitless




•
 
he is regarded by his congregation with unmeasured adoration.



















unmediated

 
/ˌənˈmēdēˌādəd/






adjective




without anyone or anything intervening or acting as an intermediate; direct.













unmelted

 
/ˌənˈmeltəd/






adjective




not melted




•
 
unmelted snow.



















unmemorable

 
/ˌənˈmem(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not memorable.








II.
 
derivatives





unmemorably






adverb





















unmentionable

 
/ˌənˈmen(t)SH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too embarrassing, offensive, or shocking to be spoken about




•
 
the unmentionable subject of incontinence.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
unmentionables

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly humorous›

 a person or thing that is too shocking or embarrassing to be mentioned by name




•
 
wearing nothing but fig leaves over their unmentionables.










2.
 
(
unmentionables

 )
 — 

‹chiefly humorous›

 underwear.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unmentionability

 
/-ˌmenCHənəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unmentionableness






noun













3.
 
unmentionably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unmentioned

 
/ˌənˈmen(t)SHənd/






adjective




not mentioned




•
 
a monument unmentioned in all the architectural guides.



















unmerciful

 
/ˌənˈmərsəfəl/





I.
 
adjective




cruel or harsh; showing no mercy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unmercifully

 
/ˌənˈmərsəfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unmercifulness






noun





















unmerited

 
/ˌənˈmerədəd/






adjective




not deserved or merited




•
 
an unmerited insult.



















unmet

 
/ˌənˈmet/






adjective




(of a requirement) not achieved or fulfilled




•
 
an unmet need.



















unmetered

 
/ˌənˈmēdərd/






adjective



1.
 
not charged for according to amount or time used.




2.
 
not supplied or fitted with a meter




•
 
an unmetered taxi.










3.
 
not canceled or franked using a postage meter




•
 
agents warned the public to be on the alert for unmetered packages.



















unmetrical

 
/ˌənˈmetrək(ə)l/






adjective




not composed in or using meter




•
 
an unmetrical poet.



















unmilitary

 
/ˌənˈmiləˌterē/






adjective




not typical of, suitable for, or connected with the military.













unmilled

 
/ˌənˈmild/






adjective




(of grain or seeds) not ground in a mill




•
 
unmilled brown rice.



















unmindful

 
/ˌənˈmīndfəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not conscious or aware




•
 
Danielle seemed 
unmindful of

 her parents' plight.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unmindfully






adverb













2.
 
unmindfulness






noun





















unmissable

 
/ˌənˈmisəb(ə)l/






adjective



1.
 
so good that it should not be missed




•
 
the special effects make this an unmissable treat.










2.
 
so clear or obvious that it cannot be missed.













unmistakable

 
/ˌənməˈstākəb(ə)l /

 
unmistakeable





I.
 
adjective




not able to be mistaken for anything else; very distinctive




•
 
the unmistakable sound of his laughter.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unmistakability

 
/-ˌstākəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unmistakably

 
/ˌənməˈstākəblē /






adverb





















unmistaken

 
/ˌənməˈstākən/






adjective




not mistaken; right, correct.













unmitigated

 
/ˌənˈmidəˌɡādəd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
absolute; unqualified




•
 
the tour had been 
an unmitigated disaster

 .














II.
 
derivatives





unmitigatedly






adverb





















unmixed

 
/ˌənˈmikst/






adjective




not mixed




•
 
bold unmixed colors.



















unmixed blessing






noun

 — [usu. with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
a situation or thing having advantages and no disadvantages




•
 
motherhood is not an unmixed blessing.



















unmodernized

 
/ˌənˈmädərˌnīzd/






adjective




not modernized; retaining the original form or features




•
 
unmodernized spelling.



















unmodulated

 
/ˌənˈmäjəˌlādəd/






adjective




not modulated




•
 
an unmodulated video signal.



















unmolested

 
/ˌənməˈlestəd/






adjective




not pestered or molested; left in peace




•
 
they allowed him to pass unmolested.



















unmonitored

 
/ənˈmänidərd/






adjective




not monitored or kept under observation




•
 
unmonitored patients




•
 
unmonitored Internet access.



















unmoor

 
/ˌənˈmo͝or/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release the moorings of (a vessel).













unmoral

 
/ənˈmôrəl/





I.
 
adjective




not influenced by or concerned with morality.

Compare with immoral
 .








II.
 
derivatives





unmorality

 
/ˌənməˈralədē /






noun





















unmotherly

 
/ˌənˈməT͟Hərlē/






adjective




not having or showing the affectionate feelings associated with a mother.













unmotivated

 
/ˌənˈmōdəˌvādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not having interest in or enthusiasm for something, especially work or study.




2.
 
without a reason or motive




•
 
an unmotivated attack.



















unmounted

 
/ˌənˈmoun(t)əd/






adjective




not mounted.













unmourned

 
/ˌənˈmôrnd/






adjective




not mourned




•
 
he would die alone and unmourned.



















unmoved

 
/ˌənˈmo͞ovd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not affected by emotion or excitement




•
 
he was unmoved by her outburst.










2.
 
not changed in one's purpose or intention




•
 
her opponents were unmoved and plan to return to court.










3.
 
not changed in position




•
 
shares in some companies were initially unmoved.














II.
 
derivatives





unmovable

 
/ˌənˈmo͞ovəb(ə)l /

 
unmoveable






adjective





















unmoving

 
/ˌənˈmo͞oviNG/






adjective



1.
 
not moving; still




•
 
Claudia sat unmoving behind her desk.










2.
 
not stirring any emotion.













unmuffle

 
/ˌənˈməf(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free (something) from something that muffles or conceals.













unmufflered

 
/ˌənˈməflərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of an engine or vehicle) not fitted with a muffler




•
 
the crescendo of unmufflered 400-horsepower engines.










2.
 
not restrained, muffled, or suppressed in any way




•
 
unmufflered fun.



















unmurmuring

 
/ˌənˈmərməriNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 not complaining.








II.
 
derivatives





unmurmuringly






adverb





















unmusical

 
/ˌənˈmyo͞ozək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not pleasing to the ear.




2.
 
unskilled in or indifferent to music.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unmusicality

 
/-ˌmyo͞oziˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
unmusically

 
/-zik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
unmusicalness






noun





















unmuzzle

 
/ˌənˈməz(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a muzzle from (an animal).




2.
 
allow (a person or the press) to express their views freely and without censorship.













unmuzzled

 
/ˌənˈməz(ə)ld/






adjective




(of an animal) not wearing a muzzle.













unnameable

 
/ˌənˈnāməb(ə)l /

 
unnamable






adjective




not able to be named, especially because too bad or horrific




•
 
his mind was blank with an unnameable fear.



















unnamed

 
/ˌənˈnāmd/






adjective



1.
 
not having a name




•
 
a new but yet unnamed African violet.










2.
 
not identified by name




•
 
an old couple in an unnamed American city.



















unnatural

 
/ˌənˈnaCH(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
contrary to the ordinary course of nature; abnormal




•
 
death by unnatural causes.










2.
 
not existing in nature; artificial




•
 
the artificial turf looks an unnatural green.










3.
 
affected or stilted




•
 
the formal tone of the programs caused them to sound stilted and unnatural.










4.
 
lacking feelings of kindness and sympathy that are considered to be natural




•
 
they condemned her as an unnatural woman.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unnaturally

 
/ˌənˈnaCH(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unnaturalness






noun





















unnavigable

 
/ˌənˈnavəɡəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a waterway or sea) not able to be sailed on by ships or boats.








II.
 
derivatives





unnavigability

 
/-ˌnavəɡəˈbilətē /






noun





















unnecessary

 
/ˌənˈnesəˌserē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not needed




•
 
a fourth Chicago airport is unnecessary.










2.
 
more than is needed; excessive




•
 
the police used unnecessary force.










3.
 
(of a remark) not appropriate and likely to be offensive or impertinent.








II.
 
plural noun

 — (
unnecessaries

 )


1.
 
unnecessary things.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unnecessarily

 
/ˌənˈˌnesəˈˌserəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unnecessariness

 
/ˌənˈnesəˌserēnəs /






noun





















unneeded

 
/ˌənˈnēdəd/






adjective




not needed




•
 
the disposal of unneeded assets.



















unnerve

 
/ˌənˈnərv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) lose courage or confidence




•
 
the bleakness of his gaze unnerved her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
unnerving

 )
 
an unnerving experience.














II.
 
derivatives





unnervingly

 
/ˌənˈnərviNGlē /






adverb





















unnoted

 
/ˌənˈnōdəd/






adjective




not noticed or remarked upon




•
 
protests 
went unnoted

 by the media




•
 
the music of hitherto unnoted places.



















unnoticeable

 
/ˌənˈnōdəsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not easily observed or noticed




•
 
the reverberation will be so slight as to be unnoticeable.














II.
 
derivatives





unnoticeably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unnoticed

 
/ˌənˈnōdəst/






adjective

 — [usu. as 
complement

 ]


1.
 
not noticed




•
 
a deliberate kick that went unnoticed by the referee.



















unnumbered

 
/ˌənˈnəmbərd/






adjective



1.
 
not marked with or assigned a number.




2.
 
not counted, typically because very great.













UNO

 
/ˈyo͞onō/






abbreviation




United Nations Organization.













unobjectionable

 
/ˌənəbˈjekSH(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not objectionable; acceptable




•
 
he thought he would become a storyteller, an unobjectionable hobby.














II.
 
derivatives





unobjectionably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unobliging

 
/ˌənəˈblījiNG/






adjective




not helpful or cooperative.













unobscured

 
/ˌənəbˈskyo͝ord/






adjective




not obscured.













unobservable

 
/ˌənəbˈzərvəbəl/






adjective




not able to be observed.













unobservant

 
/ˌənəbˈzərvənt/





I.
 
adjective




not observant.








II.
 
derivatives





unobservantly






adverb





















unobserved

 
/ˌənəbˈzərvd/






adjective




not observed




•
 
their courtship has not 
gone unobserved

 by Mildred.



















unobstructed

 
/ˌənəbˈstrəktəd/






adjective




not obstructed




•
 
an unobstructed view of the water.



















unobtainable

 
/ˌənəbˈtānəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be obtained.













unobtainium

 
/ˌənəbˈtānēəm /

 
unobtanium






noun






‹informal›

 a highly desirable material that is hypothetical, scientifically impossible, extremely rare, costly, or fictional, or has some of these properties in combination




•
 
what type of cabling are we talking about, steel, composite, unobtainium?



















unobtrusive

 
/ˌənəbˈtro͞osiv/





I.
 
adjective




not conspicuous or attracting attention




•
 
corrections should be neat and unobtrusive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unobtrusively

 
/ˌənəbˈtro͞osivlē /






adverb













2.
 
unobtrusiveness

 
/ˌənəbˈtro͞osivnəs /






noun





















unoccupied

 
/ˌənˈäkyəˌpīd/






adjective



1.
 
(of ground) not occupied by inhabitants.




2.
 
(of premises) having fixtures and furniture but no inhabitants or occupants.

Compare with vacant
 .




3.
 
not engaged in work or a pursuit; idle.




4.
 
not occupied by enemy troops.













unofficial

 
/ˌənəˈfiSH(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not officially authorized or confirmed




•
 
unofficial reports that dozens of people were injured.














II.
 
derivatives





unofficially

 
/ˌənəˈfiSHəlē /






adverb





















unopened

 
/ənˈōpənd/






adjective




not opened




•
 
unopened mail.



















unopposed

 
/ˌənəˈpōzd/






adjective




not opposed; unchallenged




•
 
she was elected unopposed as leader.



















unordained

 
/ˌənôrˈdānd/






adjective




not having been ordained as a priest or minister.













unordered

 
/ˌənˈôrdərd/






adjective



1.
 
not put in order; unarranged or disorderly.




2.
 
not ordered or asked for.













unorganized

 
/ˌənˈôrɡəˌnīzd/






adjective



1.
 
not organized




•
 
a sea of unorganized data.










2.
 
not represented by or formed into a labor union




•
 
unorganized white-collar workers.



















unoriginal

 
/ˌənəˈrijənl/





I.
 
adjective




lacking originality; derivative




•
 
an uninteresting and unoriginal essay.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unoriginality

 
/ˌənəˌrijəˈnalədē /






noun













2.
 
unoriginally






adverb





















unornamented

 
/ˌənˈôrnəmen(t)əd/






adjective




not having any decoration.













unorthodox

 
/ˌənˈôrTHəˌdäks/





I.
 
adjective




contrary to what is usual, traditional, or accepted; not orthodox




•
 
he frequently upset other scholars with his unorthodox views.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unorthodoxly






adverb













2.
 
unorthodoxy

 
/ˌənˈôrTHəˌdäksē /






noun





















unostentatious

 
/ˌənˌästənˈtāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




not ostentatious




•
 
he was generous in a quiet, unostentatious way.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unostentatiously

 
/ˌənˌäst(ə)nˈtāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unostentatiousness






noun





















unowned

 
/ˌənˈōnd/






adjective



1.
 
not having an owner.




2.
 
not admitted to; unacknowledged




•
 
the unowned anger of all the smiling females of unenlightened times.



















unoxidized

 
/ənˈäksiˌdīzd/






adjective




not oxidized.













unpack

 
/ˌənˈpak/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
open and remove the contents of (a suitcase, bag, or package)




•
 
she unpacked her suitcase




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he unpacked and put everything away.










2.
 
remove (something) from a suitcase, bag, or package




•
 
we unpacked the sandwiches.










3.
 
analyze (something) into its component elements




•
 
let us unpack this question.










4.
 


[Computing]

 convert (data) from a compressed form to a usable form.








II.
 
derivatives





unpacker






noun





















unpackaged

 
/ˌənˈpakijd/






adjective






(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a vacation) not organized as an inclusive package.













unpaged

 
/ˌənˈpājd/






adjective




(of a book) not having the pages numbered




•
 
a rare unpaged leaf.



















unpaginated

 
/ˌənˈpajəˌnādəd/






adjective




unpaged.













unpaid

 
/ˌənˈpād/






adjective



1.
 
(of a debt) not yet discharged by payment




•
 
unpaid bills.










2.
 
(of work or a period of leave) undertaken without payment




•
 
unpaid labor in the home.










3.
 
(of a person) not receiving payment for work done.













unpainted

 
/ˌənˈpān(t)əd/






adjective




not painted.













unpaired

 
/ˌənˈperd/






adjective



1.
 
not arranged in pairs.




2.
 
not forming one of a pair.













unpalatable

 
/ˌənˈpalədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not pleasant to taste.




2.
 
difficult to tolerate or accept




•
 
the unpalatable fact that many of the world's people are starving.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unpalatability

 
/-ˌpalətəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
unpalatably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unparalleled

 
/ˌənˈperəˌleld/






adjective




having no parallel or equal; exceptional




•
 
the sudden rise in unemployment is unparalleled in the postwar period.



















unpardonable

 
/ˌənˈpärd(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a fault or offense) too severe to be pardoned; unforgivable




•
 
an unpardonable sin.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unpardonableness






noun













2.
 
unpardonably

 
/ˌənˈpärd(ə)nəblē /






adverb





















unparliamentary

 
/ˌənˌpärl(y)əˈmen(t)ərē/






adjective




(especially of language) contrary to the rules or procedures of a parliament




•
 
an unparliamentary expression.



















unpassable

 
/ˌənˈpasəbəl/






adjective




impossible to travel along or over; impassable




•
 
some roads are completely unpassable because of flood waters.



















unpasteurized

 
/ˌənˈpasCHəˌrīzd/






adjective




not pasteurized




•
 
unpasteurized milk.



















unpatriotic

 
/ˌənˌpātrēˈädik/





I.
 
adjective




not patriotic.








II.
 
derivatives





unpatriotically

 
/ˌənˌpātrēˈädik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unpatterned

 
/ˌənˈpadərnd/






adjective




not marked with a pattern; plain




•
 
the carpet is a pale sage green, unpatterned.



















unpaved

 
/ˌənˌpāvd/






adjective




not paved




•
 
unpaved streets.



















unpeeled

 
/ˌənˈpēld/






adjective




not peeled




•
 
an unpeeled orange.



















unpeg

 
/ˌənˈpeɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten by the removal of pegs.




2.
 
cease to maintain a fixed relationship between (a currency) and another currency.













unpeople

 
/ˌənˈpēp(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
unpeopled

 )


1.
 
empty of people; depopulate.













unperceived

 
/ˌənpərˈsēvd/






adjective

 — [usu. as 
complement

 ]


1.
 
not perceived; unobserved




•
 
the full significance of this went unperceived.



















unperformed

 
/ˌənpərˈfôrmd/






adjective




not having been performed




•
 
an unperformed play.




















unperson

 
/ənˈpərsn/





I.
 
noun




a person whose name or existence is denied or ignored, especially because of a political misdemeanor.











– origin

 1949: coined by George Orwell in the novel 
Nineteen Eighty-Four

 .





unpersuaded

 
/ˌənpərˈswādid/






adjective




not persuaded; unconvinced.













unpersuasive

 
/ˌənpərˈswāsiv/





I.
 
adjective




not persuasive.








II.
 
derivatives





unpersuasively






adverb





















unperturbed

 
/ˌənpərˈtərbd/





I.
 
adjective




not perturbed or concerned




•
 
Kenneth seems unperturbed by the news.














II.
 
derivatives





unperturbedly

 
/-ˈtərbədlē /






adverb





















unphilosophical

 
/ˌənˌfiləˈsäfək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not following philosophical principles or method.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unphilosophic






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
unphilosophically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unphysical

 
/ˌənˈfizik(ə)l/






adjective




not in accordance with the laws or principles of physics; not corresponding to a physically possible situation.













unphysiological

 
/ˌənˌfizēəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not in accordance with normal physiological conditions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unphysiologic






adjective













2.
 
unphysiologically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unpick

 
/ˌənˈpik/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the sewing of (stitches or a garment)




•
 
I unpicked the seams of his trousers.










2.
 
carefully analyze the different elements of, especially in order to find faults.













unpicked

 
/ˌənˈpikt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a flower, fruit, or vegetable) not picked




•
 
unpicked tomatoes.










2.
 
not selected.













unpigmented

 
/ˌənˈpiɡmən(t)id/






adjective




having no pigmentation; uncolored




•
 
unpigmented skin.



















unpin

 
/ˌənˈpin/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten or detach by removing a pin or pins.




2.
 


[Chess]

 release (a pinned piece or pawn), e.g., by moving away the piece it is shielding.













unpitying

 
/ˌənˈpidēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not feeling or showing pity.








II.
 
derivatives





unpityingly






adverb





















unplaceable

 
/ˌənˈplāsəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be placed or classified




•
 
an unplaceable accent.



















unplaced

 
/ˌənˈplāst/






adjective



1.
 
not having or assigned to a specific place.




2.
 


[chiefly Horse Racing]

 not one of the first three to finish in a race or competition.




3.
 
not appropriate or correct in the circumstances




•
 
a feeling of unplaced alarm.



















unplanned

 
/ˌənˈpland/






adjective




not planned




•
 
an unplanned pregnancy.



















unplanted

 
/ˌənˈplan(t)əd/






adjective




(of land) uncultivated.













unplayable

 
/ˌənˈplāəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be played or played on




•
 
hit a high-bouncing, unplayable chop over second




•
 
an unplayable golf course.










2.
 
(of music) too difficult or bad to perform.








II.
 
derivatives





unplayably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unpleasant

 
/ˌənˈplezənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing discomfort, unhappiness, or revulsion; disagreeable




•
 
an unpleasant smell




•
 
the symptoms are extremely unpleasant.










2.
 
(of a person or their manner) unfriendly and inconsiderate; rude




•
 
when drunk, he could become very unpleasant.














II.
 
derivatives





unpleasantly

 
/ˌənˈplez(ə)n(t)lē /






adverb





















unpleasantness

 
/ˌənˈplezntnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or quality of being unpleasant.




2.
 
bad feeling or quarreling between people.













unpleasantry

 
/ˌənˈplez(ə)ntrē/






noun



1.
 
(
unpleasantries

 )
 — disagreeable matters or comments




•
 
the day-to-day unpleasantries of dealing with an alien administration.










2.
 


‹dated›

 quarreling or other disagreeable behavior




•
 
a little unpleasantry with the authorities.



















unpleasing

 
/ˌənˈplēziNG/





I.
 
adjective




not giving satisfaction, especially of an aesthetic kind




•
 
the sound was not unpleasing.














II.
 
derivatives





unpleasingly






adverb





















unpleasure

 
/ˌənˈpleZHər/






noun






[Psychoanalysis]

 the sense of inner pain, discomfort, or anxiety that results from the blocking of an instinctual impulse by the ego.













unplowed

 
/ˌənˈploud /

 


‹Brit.›

 unploughed






adjective



1.
 
(of an area of land) not having been plowed.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (of a road) not cleared of snow by a snowplow.













unplug

 
/ˌənˈpləɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disconnect (an electrical device) by removing its plug from a socket




•
 
she unplugged the fridge.










2.
 
sever the connection between a peripheral device and a computer




•
 
the only thing you can do is to unplug the RJ45




•
 
Why do I have to unplug the mouse to get the printer to work?










3.
 
remove an obstacle or blockage from




•
 
a procedure to unplug blocked arteries.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 relax by disengaging from normal activities




•
 
they've gone up to the cabin to unplug.



















unplugged

 
/ˌənˈpləɡd/






adjective



1.
 


‹trademark›

 (of pop or rock music) performed or recorded with acoustic rather than electrically amplified instruments.




2.
 
(of an electrical device) disconnected




•
 
an unplugged fridge.










3.
 
without any electronic devices




•
 
he wondered what it would be like to live a more unplugged life.




•
 
the kids freaked when I told them we were 
going unplugged

 for the next month.



















unplumbed

 
/ˌənˈpləmd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
unsounded; unfathomed




•
 
loomed to the surface like a stingray from unplumbed depths.










2.
 
not fully explored or understood




•
 
one-dimensional performances that leave the play's psychological depths unplumbed.










3.
 
(of a building or room) not having water and drainage pipes installed and connected




•
 
an indoor, unplumbed outhouse.














II.
 
derivatives





unplumbable

 
/-ˈpləməbəl /






adjective





















unpoetic

 
/ˌənpōˈedik/





I.
 
adjective




not having a style of expression characteristic of poetry.








II.
 
derivatives





unpoetical






adjective





















unpointed

 
/ˌənˈpoin(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
not having a sharpened or tapered tip.




2.
 
(of a Semitic alphabet) written without dots or small strokes to indicate vowels or distinguish consonants.




3.
 
(of brickwork, a brick structure, or tiling) having joints that are not filled in or repaired.













unpolished

 
/ˌənˈpäliSHt/






adjective



1.
 
not having a polished surface




•
 
his shoes were unpolished.










2.
 
unrefined in style or behavior




•
 
his work is unpolished and sometimes incoherent.



















unpolitic

 
/ˌənˈpälədik/






adjective




rare term for impolitic
 .













unpolitical

 
/ˌənpəˈlidək(ə)l/






adjective




not concerned with politics; apolitical




•
 
large numbers of otherwise unpolitical people responded to the war.



















unpolled

 
/ˌənˈpōld/






adjective



1.
 
(of a voter) not having voted, or registered to vote, at an election.




2.
 
(of a vote) not cast at or registered for an election.




3.
 
(of a person) not included in an opinion poll.













unpolluted

 
/ˌənpəˈlo͞odəd/






adjective




not contaminated with noxious or poisonous substances.













unpopular

 
/ˌənˈpäpyələr/





I.
 
adjective




not liked or popular




•
 
unpopular measures




•
 
Luke was 
unpopular with

 most of the teachers.














II.
 
derivatives





unpopularity

 
/ˌənpäpyəˈlerədē /






noun





















unpopulated

 
/ˌənˈpäpyəˌlādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) having no inhabitants




•
 
three missiles landed in unpopulated areas.










2.
 
(of a printed circuit board) having no components fitted.













unposed

 
/ˌənˈpōzd/






adjective




(of a photograph) not having an artificially posed subject.













unpossessed

 
/ˌənpəˈzest/






adjective



1.
 
not owned.




2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unpossessed of

 )
 — not having (an ability, quality, or characteristic)




•
 
the money men are unpossessed of the social graces.



















unpowered

 
/ˌənˈpou(ə)rd/






adjective




having no mechanical source of power for propulsion.













unpractical

 
/ˌənˈpraktək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




another term for impractical
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives





unpracticality

 
/ˌənˌpraktəˈkalədē /






noun





















unpracticed

 
/ˌənˈpraktəst /

 


‹Brit.›

 unpractised






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or faculty) not trained or experienced




•
 
to the unpracticed eye, the result might appear a hodgepodge.










2.
 
(of an action or performance) not often done before.













unprecedented

 
/ˌənˈpresədən(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




never done or known before




•
 
the government took the unprecedented step of releasing confidential correspondence.














II.
 
derivatives





unprecedentedly

 
/ˌənˈpresəd(ə)n(t)ədlē /






adverb





















unpredictable

 
/ˌənprəˈdiktəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be predicted




•
 
the unpredictable weather of the Scottish islands.










2.
 
(of a person) behaving in a way that is not easily predicted




•
 
he is emotional and unpredictable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unpredictability

 
/ˌənprəˌdiktəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unpredictably

 
/ˌənprəˈdiktəblē /






adverb





















unpredicted

 
/ˌənprəˈdiktəd/






adjective




(of an event or result) unforeseen




•
 
the unpredicted change of weather.



















unprejudiced

 
/ˌənˈprejədəst/






adjective




not having or showing a dislike or distrust based on fixed or preconceived ideas.













unpremeditated

 
/ˌənprēˈmedəˌtādəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of an act, remark, or state) not thought out or planned beforehand




•
 
it was a totally unpremeditated attack.














II.
 
derivatives





unpremeditatedly






adverb





















unprepared

 
/ˌənprəˈperd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not ready or able to deal with something




•
 
she was totally 
unprepared for

 what happened next




•
 
the transformation 
caught

 them 
unprepared

 .










2.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — not willing to do something




•
 
they were unprepared to accept what was proposed.










3.
 
(of a thing) not made ready for use




•
 
paintings on unprepared canvas.














II.
 
derivatives





unpreparedness

 
/ˌənprəˈper(ə)dnəs /






noun





















unprepossessing

 
/ˌənprēpəˈzesiNG/






adjective




not particularly attractive or appealing to the eye




•
 
despite his unprepossessing appearance he had an animal magnetism.



















unpresentable

 
/ˌənprəˈzen(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective




not clean, well-dressed, or decent enough to be seen in public.













unpressed

 
/ˌənˈprest/






adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) not shaped, squeezed, or obtained by pressure.




2.
 
(of clothing) unironed.













unpressurized

 
/ˌənˈpreSHəˌrīzd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a gas or its container) not having raised pressure that is produced or maintained artificially.




2.
 
(of an aircraft cabin) not having normal atmospheric pressure maintained at a high altitude.













unpresuming

 
/ənpriˈz(y)o͞omiNG/






adjective




modest; unassuming




•
 
a quiet, unpresuming man.



















unpretending

 
/ˌənprəˈtendiNG/






adjective






‹archaic›

 not pretentious or false; genuine




•
 
unpretending sympathy.



















unpretentious

 
/ˌənprəˈten(t)SHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not attempting to impress others with an appearance of greater importance, talent, or culture than is actually possessed.




2.
 
(of a place) pleasantly simple and functional; modest.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unpretentiously

 
/ˌənprəˈten(t)SHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unpretentiousness

 
/ˌənprəˈten(t)SHəsnəs /






noun





















unpreventable

 
/ˌənprəˈven(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be prevented or avoided




•
 
until now this devastating disease has been unpreventable.



















unpriced

 
/ˌənˈprīst/






adjective




having no marked or stated price.













unprimed

 
/ˌənˈprīmd/






adjective



1.
 
not made ready for use or action, in particular




2.
 
(of wood, canvas, or metal) not covered with primer or undercoat.




3.
 


[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 (of a cell) not having an induced susceptibility or proclivity.













unprincipled

 
/ˌənˈprinsəpəld/






adjective




(of a person or their behavior) not acting in accordance with moral principles




•
 
the public's dislike of unprincipled press behavior.



















unprintable

 
/ˌənˈprin(t)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of words, comments, or thoughts) too offensive or shocking to be published




•
 
Peter's first reply was unprintable.














II.
 
derivatives





unprintably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unprinted

 
/ˌənˈprin(t)əd/






adjective




(of a book or piece of writing) not published




•
 
unprinted law reports.



















unprivileged

 
/ˌənˈpriv(ə)lijd/






adjective




not having special rights, advantages, or immunities.













unproblematic

 
/ˌənˌpräbləˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




not constituting or presenting a problem or difficulty




•
 
none of these approaches is unproblematic.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unproblematical






adjective













2.
 
unproblematically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unprocessed

 
/ənˈpräsest/






adjective




unaltered from an original or natural state; not processed




•
 
fresh, unprocessed food.



















unproductive

 
/ˌənprəˈdəktiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not producing or able to produce large amounts of goods, crops, or other commodities




•
 
unproductive land must be reforested.










2.
 
(of an activity or period) not achieving much; not very useful




•
 
unproductive meetings.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unproductively

 
/ˌənprəˈdəktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
unproductiveness






noun





















unprofaned

 
/ˌənprəˈfānd/






adjective




not defiled or violated; pure.













unprofessional

 
/ˌənprəˈfeSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




below or contrary to the standards expected in a particular profession




•
 
a report on unprofessional conduct.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unprofessionalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
unprofessionally

 
/ˌənprəˈfeSH(ə)n(ə)lē /






adverb





















unprofitable

 
/ˌənˈpräfədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a business or activity) not yielding profit or financial gain




•
 
the mines became increasingly unprofitable.










2.
 
(of an activity) not beneficial or useful




•
 
there has been much unprofitable speculation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unprofitability

 
/-ˌpräfitəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
unprofitably

 
/ˌənˈpräfədəblē /






adverb





















unprogressive

 
/ˌənprəˈɡresiv ˌənprōˈɡresiv/






adjective




not favoring or implementing social reform or new, typically liberal, ideas.













unpromising

 
/ˌənˈpräməsiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not giving hope of future success or good results




•
 
the boy's natural intellect had survived in unpromising circumstances.














II.
 
derivatives





unpromisingly

 
/ˌənˈpräməsiNGlē /






adverb





















unprompted

 
/ˌənˈpräm(p)təd/





I.
 
adverb




without being encouraged or assisted to say or do something




•
 
unprompted, helpful conductors advised me to change at Thornaby




•
 
those are the notions they volunteered unprompted.














II.
 
adjective




said, done, or acting without being encouraged or assisted




•
 
unprompted remarks.



















unpronounceable

 
/ˌənprəˈnounsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a word or name) too difficult to say.








II.
 
derivatives





unpronounceably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unpropitious

 
/ˌənprəˈpiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a circumstance) not giving or indicating a good chance of success; unfavorable




•
 
his reports were submitted at a financially unpropitious time.














II.
 
derivatives





unpropitiously






adverb





















unprosperous

 
/ˌənˈpräsp(ə)rəs/






adjective






‹rare›

 not enjoying or bringing financial success.













unprotected

 
/ˌənprəˈtektəd/






adjective



1.
 
not protected or kept safe from harm or injury




•
 
a high, unprotected plateau




•
 
health care workers remained 
unprotected against

 hepatitis B infection.










2.
 
(of a dangerous machine or mechanism) not fitted with safety guards.




3.
 
(of sex) engaged in without a condom.




4.
 


[Computing]

 (of data or a memory location) able to be accessed or used without restriction.













unprotesting

 
/ˌənprəˈtestiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not objecting to what someone has said or done.








II.
 
derivatives





unprotestingly






adverb





















unprovable

 
/ˌənˈpro͞ovəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be demonstrated by evidence or argument as true or existing




•
 
the hypothesis is not merely unprovable, but false.














II.
 
derivatives





unprovability

 
/-ˌpro͞ovəˈbilətē /






noun





















unproven

 
/ˌənˈpro͞ov(ə)n /

 
unproved






adjective



1.
 
not demonstrated by evidence or argument as true or existing




•
 
long-standing but unproven allegations




•
 
the risks are unproven.










2.
 
(of a new or alternative product, system, or treatment) not tried and tested.













unprovided

 
/ˌənprəˈvīdid/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not provided.




2.
 
(
unprovided with

 )
 — not equipped with (something useful or necessary).




3.
 
(
unprovided for

 )
 — (of a dependent) not supplied with sufficient money to cover the cost of living




•
 
he left a widow and children totally unprovided for.



















unprovoked

 
/ˌənprəˈvōkt/






adjective



1.
 
(of an attack, or a display of aggression or emotion) not caused by anything done or said




•
 
acts of unprovoked aggression.










2.
 
(of a person) not provoked to do something.













unpruned

 
/ˌənˈpro͞ond/






adjective




not subjected to any reducing, trimming, or refining process




•
 
structured, unpruned data.



















unpublicized

 
/ˌənˈpəbləˌsīzd/






adjective




not made widely known.













unpublish

 
/ʌnˈpʌbliSH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (content that has previously been published online) unavailable to the public




•
 
the magazine first amended and then unpublished the article.



















unpublished

 
/ˌənˈpəbliSHt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a piece of writing or music) not issued in print for public sale or consumption.




2.
 
(of an author) having no writings issued in print.








II.
 
derivatives





unpublishable

 
/ˌənˈpəbləSHəb(ə)l /






adjective





















unpunctual

 
/ˌənˈpəNG(k)(t)SH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




not happening or doing something at the agreed or proper time.








II.
 
derivatives





unpunctuality

 
/ˌənˌpəNG(k)(t)SHəˈwalədē /






noun





















unpunctuated

 
/ˌənˈpəNG(k)(t)SHəˌwādəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a continuing event) not interrupted or marked by something occurring at intervals




•
 
we wished for sleep unpunctuated by the cry of gulls.










2.
 
(of text) not containing punctuation marks.













unpunished

 
/ˌənˈpəniSHt/






adjective

 — [as 
complement

 ]


1.
 
(of an offense or offender) not receiving a penalty or sanction as retribution for transgression




•
 
I can't allow such a mistake to 
go unpunished

 .



















unpurified

 
/ˌənˈpyo͝orəˌfīd/






adjective




not made pure




•
 
unpurified water.



















unputdownable

 
/ˌənˌpo͝otˈdounəbəl/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a book) so engrossing that one cannot stop reading it.













unqualified

 
/ˌənˈkwäləˌfīd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not officially recognized as a practitioner of a particular profession or activity through having satisfied the relevant conditions or requirements.




2.
 
[usu. with 
infinitive

 ]
 — not competent or sufficiently knowledgeable to do something




•
 
I am singularly unqualified to write about football.










3.
 
without reservation or limitation; total




•
 
the experiment was not an unqualified success.














II.
 
derivatives





unqualifiedly

 
/-ˌfī(i)dlē /






adverb





















unquantifiable

 
/ənˈkwäntəfīəbəl/






adjective




impossible to express or measure in terms of quantity.













unquantified

 
/ˌənˈkwän(t)əˌfīd/






adjective




not expressed or measured in terms of quantity




•
 
we now have abundant, if unquantified, evidence.



















unquenchable

 
/ˌənˈkwen(t)SHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be quenched




•
 
his enthusiasm was unquenchable.














II.
 
derivatives





unquenchably






adverb





















unquenched

 
/ˌənˈkwen(t)SHt/






adjective




not quenched.













unquestionable

 
/ˌənˈkwesCHənəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be disputed or doubted




•
 
his musicianship is unquestionable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unquestionability

 
/-ˈkwesCHənəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unquestionably

 
/ˌənˈkwesCHənəblē ˌənˈkweSHCHənəblē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
unquestionably, the loss of his father was a grievous blow



























unquestioned

 
/ˌənˈkweSHCHənd/






adjective



1.
 
not disputed or doubted; certain




•
 
his loyalty to John is unquestioned.










2.
 
not examined or inquired into




•
 
an unquestioned assumption.










3.
 
not subjected to questioning.













unquestioning

 
/ˌənˈkwesCHəniNG/





I.
 
adjective




accepting something without dissent or doubt




•
 
an unquestioning acceptance of the traditional curriculum.














II.
 
derivatives





unquestioningly

 
/ˌənˈkwesCH(ə)niNGlē /






adverb





















unquiet

 
/ˌənˈkwīət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not inclined to be quiet or inactive; restless




•
 
she prowled at night like an unquiet spirit.










2.
 
uneasy; anxious




•
 
her unquiet desperation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unquietly






adverb













2.
 
unquietness






noun





















unquote

 
/ˌənˈkwōt/






verb




see quote —— unquote
 at quote
 .













unquoted

 
/ˌənˈkwōdəd/






adjective




not quoted or listed on a stock exchange




•
 
an unquoted company.



















unrated

 
/ˌənˈrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not having received a rating or assessment.




2.
 


(US)

 (of a film) not allocated an official classification, typically because regarded as unsuitable for general release.




3.
 


‹informal›

 not highly regarded.













unravel

 
/ˌənˈravəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo (twisted, knitted, or woven threads).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of twisted, knitted, or woven threads) become undone




•
 
part of the crew neck had unraveled.










3.
 
unwind (something wrapped around another object)




•
 
he unraveled the cellophane from a small cigar.










4.
 
investigate and solve or explain (something complicated or puzzling)




•
 
they were attempting to unravel the cause of death.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — begin to fail or collapse




•
 
his painstaking diplomacy of the last eight months could quickly unravel.



















unreachable

 
/ˌənˈrēCHəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be reached or contacted.








II.
 
derivatives





unreachably






adverb





















unreached

 
/ˌənˈrēCHt/






adjective




not yet reached, especially by people seeking to convert others to Christianity.













unreactive

 
/ˌənrēˈaktiv/






adjective




having little tendency to react chemically.













unread

 
/ˌənˈred/






adjective



1.
 
(of a book or document) not read.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) not well-read.













unreadable

 
/ˌənˈrēdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not clear enough to read; illegible.




2.
 
too dull or difficult to be worth reading




•
 
a heavy, unreadable novel.










3.
 
(of data or a storage medium or device) not capable of being processed or interpreted by a computer or other electronic device.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unreadability

 
/-ˌrēdəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unreadably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unready

 
/ˌənˈredē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not prepared for a situation or activity




•
 
she was young and unready for motherhood.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 slow to act; hesitant.








II.
 
derivatives





unreadiness

 
/ˌənˈredēnəs /






noun





















unreal

 
/ˌənˈrē(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
so strange as to appear imaginary; not seeming real




•
 
in the half-light the tiny cottages seemed unreal.










2.
 
unrealistic




•
 
unreal expectations.










3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 incredible; amazing.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unreality

 
/ˌənrēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
unreally






adverb





















unrealistic

 
/ˌənˌrēəˈlistik/





I.
 
adjective




not realistic




•
 
it was unrealistic to expect changes to be made overnight.














II.
 
derivatives





unrealistically

 
/ˌənˌrēəˈlistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unrealizable

 
/ˌənˈrēəˌlīzəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be achieved or made to happen




•
 
the summit might generate unrealizable public expectations.



















unrealized

 
/ˌənˈrēəˌlīzd/






adjective



1.
 
not achieved or created




•
 
an unrealized plan for a full-length novel.










2.
 
not converted into money




•
 
unrealized property assets.



















unreason

 
/ˌənˈrēz(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




inability to act or think reasonably.











– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘unreasonable intention’ and ‘impropriety’): from un-
 1
 ‘lack of’ + reason
 .





unreasonable

 
/ˌənˈrēz(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not guided by or based on good sense




•
 
your attitude is completely unreasonable.










2.
 
beyond the limits of acceptability or fairness




•
 
an unreasonable request.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unreasonableness

 
/ˌənˈrēz(ə)nəb(ə)lnəs /






noun













2.
 
unreasonably

 
/ˌənˈrēznəblē ˌənˈrēznəblē /






adverb





















unreasoned

 
/ˌənˈrēz(ə)nd/






adjective




not based on good sense or logic




•
 
an unreasoned reaction to the idea.



















unreasoning

 
/ˌənˈrēz(ə)niNG/





I.
 
adjective




not guided by or based on good sense; illogical




•
 
unreasoning panic.














II.
 
derivatives





unreasoningly






adverb





















unreceptive

 
/ˌənrəˈseptiv/






adjective




not receptive, especially to new suggestions or ideas.













unreciprocated

 
/ˌənrəˈsiprəˌkādəd/






adjective




not reciprocated




•
 
his feelings for her were unreciprocated.



















unreckoned

 
/ˌənˈrekənd/






adjective




not calculated or taken into account.













unreclaimed

 
/ˌənrəˈklāmd/






adjective




(especially of land) not reclaimed.













unrecognizable

 
/ˌənˌrekəɡˈnīzəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be recognized or identified.








II.
 
derivatives





unrecognizably






adverb





















unrecognized

 
/ˌənˈrekəɡˌnīzd/






adjective



1.
 
not identified from previous encounters or knowledge.




2.
 
not acknowledged as valuable or valid.













unreconciled

 
/ˌənˈrekənˌsīld/






adjective




not reconciled




•
 
unreconciled conflict.



















unreconstructed

 
/ˌənˌrēkənˈstrəktəd/






adjective




not reconciled or converted to the current political theory or movement




•
 
an unreconstructed elitist.



















unrecorded

 
/ˌənrəˈkôrdəd/






adjective




not recorded.













unrecoverable

 
/ˌənriˈkəvərəbəl/






adjective




not able to be recovered or corrected.













unredeemable

 
/ˌənriˈdēməbəl/






adjective




not able to be redeemed




•
 
an unredeemable defect.



















unredeemed

 
/ˌənriˈdēmd/






adjective




not redeemed.













unreel

 
/ˌənˈrēl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unwind (something wrapped around another object)




•
 
she unreeled the plug from her headset.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a film) wind from one reel to another during projection




•
 
the film sequence unreeled meaninglessly in front of her.



















unreeve

 
/ˌənˈrēv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 withdraw (a rope) from a pulley block or other object.













unrefined

 
/ˌənrəˈfīnd/






adjective



1.
 
not processed to remove impurities or unwanted elements




•
 
unrefined sugar.










2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) not elegant or cultured.













unreflecting

 
/ˌənrəˈflektiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not engaging in reflection or thought




•
 
an unreflecting hedonist.










2.
 
not reflecting light.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unreflectingly






adverb













2.
 
unreflectingness






noun













3.
 
unreflective

 
/-tiv /






adjective





















unreformed

 
/ˌənriˈfôrmd/






adjective




not changed or improved.













unregarded

 
/ˌənrəˈɡärdəd/






adjective




not respected or considered; ignored




•
 
her sarcasm went unregarded.



















unregenerate

 
/ˌənrəˈjenərət/





I.
 
adjective




not reforming or showing repentance; obstinately wrong or bad.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unregeneracy

 
/-rəsē /






noun













2.
 
unregenerately






adverb





















unregistered

 
/ˌənˈrejəstərd/






adjective




not officially recognized and recorded




•
 
unregistered births.



















unregulated

 
/ˌənˈreɡyəˌlādəd/






adjective




not controlled or supervised by regulations or laws.













unrehearsed

 
/ˌənrəˈhərst/






adjective




not practiced before a performance




•
 
spontaneous and unrehearsed music.



















unrelated

 
/ˌənrəˈlādəd/





I.
 
adjective




not related or linked




•
 
unrelated facts




•
 
households containing two or more unrelated people.














II.
 
derivatives





unrelatedness






noun





















unrelaxed

 
/ˌənriˈlakst/






adjective




tense.













unreleased

 
/ˌənrəˈlēst/






adjective




(especially of a film or recording) not released.













unrelenting

 
/ˌənrəˈlen(t)iNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not yielding in strength, severity, or determination




•
 
the heat was unrelenting.










2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) not giving way to kindness or compassion




•
 
unrelenting opponents.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unrelentingly






adverb













2.
 
unrelentingness






noun





















unreliable

 
/ˌənrəˈlīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be relied upon




•
 
he's lazy and unreliable




•
 
unreliable information.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unreliability

 
/ˌənrəˌlīəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unreliably






adverb





















unrelieved

 
/ˌənrəˈlēvd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking variation or change; monotonous




•
 
flowing gowns of unrelieved black.










2.
 
not provided with relief; not aided or assisted.








II.
 
derivatives





unrelievedly

 
/-ˈlēvidlē /






adverb





















unreligious

 
/ˌənrəˈlijəs/






adjective



1.
 
indifferent or hostile to religion.




2.
 
not connected with religion.













unremarkable

 
/ˌənrəˈmärkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not particularly interesting or surprising




•
 
his early childhood was unremarkable




•
 
an unremarkable house.














II.
 
derivatives





unremarkably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unremarked

 
/ˌənrəˈmärkt/






adjective




not mentioned or remarked upon; unnoticed




•
 
she let his bitterness 
go unremarked

 .



















unremembered

 
/ˌənriˈmembərd/






adjective




not remembered; forgotten.













unremitting

 
/ˌənrəˈmidiNG/





I.
 
adjective




never relaxing or slackening; incessant




•
 
unremitting drizzle.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unremittingly

 
/ˌənrəˈmidiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unremittingness






noun





















unremunerative

 
/ˌənrəˈmyo͞onərədiv/





I.
 
adjective




bringing little or no profit or income




•
 
unremunerative research work.














II.
 
derivatives





unremuneratively






adverb





















unrepairable

 
/ˌənrəˈperəb(ə)l/






adjective




impossible to repair




•
 
a large consignment of defective and unrepairable goods.



















unrepeatable

 
/ˌənrəˈpēdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be done or made again.




2.
 
too offensive or shocking to be said again.








II.
 
derivatives





unrepeatability

 
/-ˌpētəˈbilətē /






noun





















unrepeated

 
/ˌənrəˈpēdəd/






adjective




not done or said again




•
 
both feats remain unrepeated by anybody




•
 
any information given to you is best left unrepeated.



















unrepentant

 
/ˌənrəˈpen(t)ənt/





I.
 
adjective




showing no regret for one's wrongdoings




•
 
he was unrepentant and said that his comments were completely accurate.














II.
 
derivatives





unrepentantly






adverb





















unreported

 
/ˌənrəˈpôrdəd/






adjective




not reported




•
 
many human rights abuses 
went unreported

 .



















unrepresentative

 
/ˌənreprəˈzen(t)ədiv/





I.
 
adjective




not typical of a class, group, or body of opinion




•
 
an unrepresentative survey.














II.
 
derivatives





unrepresentativeness






noun





















unrepresented

 
/ˌənreprəˈzen(t)əd/






adjective




not represented.













unrepressed

 
/ˌənrəˈprest/






adjective




not repressed or inhibited




•
 
she sizzled with unrepressed sexuality.



















unrequested

 
/ˌənriˈkwestid/






adjective




not asked for.













unrequited

 
/ˌənrəˈkwīdəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a feeling, especially love) not returned or rewarded.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unrequitedly






adverb













2.
 
unrequitedness






noun





















unreserve

 
/ˌənrəˈzərv/






noun






‹archaic›

 lack of reserve; frankness.













unreserved

 
/ˌənrəˈzərvd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
without reservations; complete




•
 
he has had their unreserved support.










2.
 
frank and open




•
 
a tall, unreserved young man.










3.
 
not set apart for a particular purpose or booked in advance




•
 
unreserved grandstand seats.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unreservedly

 
/ˌənrəˈzərvədlē /






adverb













2.
 
unreservedness

 
/-ˈzərvədnəs /






noun





















unresisting

 
/ˌənrəˈzistiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not showing, producing, or putting up any resistance.








II.
 
derivatives





unresistingly






adverb





















unresolvable

 
/ˌənriˈzälvəbəl, -ˈzôlvəbəl/






adjective




not able to be resolved.













unresolved

 
/ˌənrəˈzälvd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a problem, question, or dispute) not resolved




•
 
a number of issues remain unresolved.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person) uncertain of what to think or do.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unresolvedly

 
/-ˈzälvidlē, -ˈzôl- /






adverb













2.
 
unresolvedness

 
/-ˈzälvidnəs, -ˈzôl- /






noun





















unresponsive

 
/ˌənrəˈspänsiv/





I.
 
adjective




not responsive




•
 
these symptoms may be 
unresponsive to

 conventional treatment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unresponsively






adverb













2.
 
unresponsiveness






noun





















unrest

 
/ˌənˈrest/






noun



1.
 
a state of dissatisfaction, disturbance, and agitation in a group of people, typically involving public demonstrations or disorder




•
 
the very worst years of industrial unrest.










2.
 
a feeling of disturbance and dissatisfaction in a person




•
 
the frenzy and unrest of her own life.



















unrested

 
/ˌənˈrestəd/






adjective




(of a person) not refreshed by rest




•
 
she woke feeling unrested.



















unresting

 
/ˌənˈrestiNG/





I.
 
adjective




ceaselessly active.








II.
 
derivatives





unrestingly






adverb





















unrestored

 
/ˌənrəˈstôrd/






adjective




not repaired or renovated




•
 
an unrestored farmhouse.



















unrestrained

 
/ˌənrəˈstrānd/





I.
 
adjective




not restrained or restricted




•
 
a display of unrestrained delight.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unrestrainedly

 
/-ˈstrānidlē /






adverb













2.
 
unrestrainedness

 
/-ˈstrānidnis /






noun





















unrestraint

 
/ˌənriˈstrānt/






noun




lack of restraint, or freedom from it; wildness




•
 
they enjoyed the unrestraint of drunkenness.



















unrestricted

 
/ˌənrəˈstriktəd/





I.
 
adjective




not limited or restricted




•
 
unrestricted access to both military bases.














II.
 
derivatives





unrestrictedly






adverb





















unreturned

 
/ˌənrəˈtərnd/






adjective




not reciprocated or responded to




•
 
phone calls go unreturned.



















unrevealed

 
/ˌənriˈvēld/





I.
 
adjective




not revealed; secret




•
 
some feelings can run so deep that they are better left unrevealed.














II.
 
derivatives





unrevealing






adjective





















unreversed

 
/ˌənrəˈvərst/






adjective




(especially of a decision, etc.) not reversed.













unrevised

 
/ˌənrəˈvīzd/






adjective




not revised; in an original form




•
 
the manuscript was unrevised when he died.



















unrewarded

 
/ˌənrəˈwôrdəd/






adjective




not rewarded




•
 
he gave untiring and unrewarded service.



















unrewarding

 
/ˌənrəˈwôrdiNG/






adjective




not rewarding or satisfying




•
 
it was dull, unrewarding work.



















unrhymed

 
/ˌənˈrīmd/






adjective




without rhymes; not rhymed.













unridden

 
/ˌənˈrid(ə)n/






adjective




not ridden or never having been ridden or broken in.













unriddle

 
/ˌənˈrid(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 solve; explain.













unrideable

 
/ˌənˈrīdəb(ə)l /

 
unridable






adjective




not able to be ridden.













unrig

 
/ˌənˈriɡ/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the rigging from (a ship).













unrighteous

 
/ˌənˈrīCHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 not righteous; wicked.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unrighteously






adverb













2.
 
unrighteousness

 
/ˌənˈrīCHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unrihtwīs

 (see un-
 1
 , righteous
 ).





unrip

 
/ˌənˈrip/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 open by ripping




•
 
he carefully unripped one of the seams.



















unripe

 
/ˌənˈrīp/






adjective




not ripe




•
 
unripe fruit.



















unripened

 
/ˌənˈrīpənd/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of fruit) not having ripened




•
 
the juice of unripened grapes




•
 
pale, unripened tomatoes.










2.
 
(of cheese) not left to age or mature




•
 
fresh unripened goat's cheese.



















unrivaled

 
/ˌənˈrīvəld /

 


‹Brit.›

 unrivalled






adjective




better than everyone or everything of the same type




•
 
the paper's coverage of foreign news is unrivaled.



















unrivet

 
/ˌənˈrivət/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 undo, unfasten, or detach by the removal of rivets.













unroadworthy

 
/ˌənˈrōdˌwərT͟Hē/






adjective




(of a vehicle) not roadworthy.













unrobe

 
/ˌənˈrōb/






verb




less common term for disrobe
 .













unroll

 
/ˌənˈrōl/






verb




open or cause to open out from a rolled-up state


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the blanket unrolled as he tugged it




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
two carpets had been unrolled.



















unromantic

 
/ˌənrōˈman(t)ik/





I.
 
adjective




not romantic.








II.
 
derivatives





unromantically






adverb





















unroof

 
/ənˈro͞of ˌənˈro͝of/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 remove the roof of.













unroofed

 
/ˌənˈro͞oft, -ˈro͝oft/






adjective




not provided with a roof.













unroot

 
/ənˈro͞ot ənˈro͝ot/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
uproot (something).













unrope

 
/ˌənˈrōp/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Climbing]

 detach oneself from a rope.













unrounded

 
/ˌənˈroundəd/






adjective



1.
 
not rounded.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a vowel) pronounced with the lips not rounded.













unruffled

 
/ˌənˈrəfəld/






adjective



1.
 
not disordered or disarranged




•
 
the unruffled waters of the lake.










2.
 
(of a person) not agitated or disturbed; calm.













unruled

 
/ˌənˈro͞old/






adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 not ruled, governed, or under control




•
 
men with passions unruled.










2.
 
(of paper) not having ruled lines.













unruly

 
/ˌənˈro͞olē/





I.
 
adjective




disorderly and disruptive and not amenable to discipline or control




•
 
complaints about unruly behavior




•
 


‹figurative›

 Kate tried to control her unruly emotions.














II.
 
derivatives





unruliness

 
/ˌənˈro͞olēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + archaic 
ruly

 ‘amenable to discipline or order’ (from rule
 ).





UNRWA

 
/ˈənrə/






abbreviation




United Nations Relief and Works Agency.













unsaddle

 
/ˌənˈsadl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the saddle from (a horse or other ridden animal).




2.
 
dislodge from a saddle.













unsafe

 
/ˌənˈsāf/





I.
 
adjective




not safe; dangerous




•
 
drinking water in some areas may be unsafe.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsafely






adverb













2.
 
unsafeness






noun





















unsafe sex






noun




sexual activity in which precautions are not taken to reduce the risk of spreading sexually transmitted diseases, especially AIDS.













unsaid1


 
/ˌənˈsed/






past and past participle of unsay
 .









unsaid2


 
/ˌənˈsed/






adjective




not said or uttered




•
 
the rest of the remark he 
left unsaid

 .



















unsalable

 
/ˌənˈsāləb(ə)l /

 
unsaleable





I.
 
adjective




not able to be sold




•
 
the house proved unsalable.














II.
 
derivatives





unsalability

 
/-ˌsāləˈbilətē /






noun





















unsalaried

 
/ˌənˈsalərēd/






adjective




not being paid or involving the payment of a salary




•
 
an unsalaried post.



















unsalted

 
/ˌənˈsôltəd/






adjective




not salted




•
 
unsalted butter.



















unsanctioned

 
/ˌənˈsaNG(k)SHənd/






adjective




not sanctioned




•
 
unsanctioned rallies against high unemployment.



















unsanitary

 
/ˌənˈsanəˌterē/






adjective




not sanitary




•
 
the unsanitary conditions in the orphanage.



















unsatisfactory

 
/ˌənsadəsˈfakt(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




unacceptable because poor or not good enough




•
 
an unsatisfactory situation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsatisfactorily

 
/ˌənˌsadəsˈfakt(ə)rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unsatisfactoriness






noun





















unsatisfied

 
/ˌənˈsadəsˌfīd/






adjective




not satisfied




•
 
the compromise left all sides unsatisfied.



















unsatisfying

 
/ˌənˈsadəsˌfīiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not satisfying




•
 
an unsatisfying relationship.














II.
 
derivatives





unsatisfyingly






adverb





















unsaturated

 
/ˌənˈsaCHəˌrādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 (of organic molecules) having carbon–carbon double or triple bonds and therefore not containing the greatest possible number of hydrogen atoms for the number of carbons.




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 denoting fats containing a high proportion of fatty acid molecules with at least one double bond, considered to be healthier in the diet than saturated fats.








II.
 
derivatives





unsaturation

 
/ˌənˌsaCHəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun





















unsaturated fat






noun




a type of fat containing a high proportion of fatty acid molecules with at least one double bond, considered to be healthier in the diet than saturated fat




•
 
a diet based upon food rich in protein and unsaturated fat




•
 
all olive oils are high in unsaturated fats.



















unsaved

 
/ˌənˈsāvd/






adjective




not saved, in particular (in Christian use) not having had one's soul saved from damnation.













unsavory

 
/ˌənˈsāv(ə)rē /

 


‹Brit.›

 unsavoury





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
disagreeable to taste, smell, or look at.




2.
 
disagreeable and unpleasant because morally disreputable




•
 
an unsavory reputation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsavorily

 
/-rəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unsavoriness






noun






















unsay

 
/ˌənˈsā/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
withdraw or retract (a statement).













unsayable

 
/ˌənˈsāəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be said, especially because considered too controversial or offensive to mention.













unscalable

 
/ˌənˈskāləb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be scaled or climbed




•
 
a prison with unscalable walls.



















unscaled

 
/ˌənˈskāld/






adjective




(of a mountain) not yet climbed




•
 
they had climbed a hitherto unscaled peak.



















unscarred

 
/ˌənˈskärd/






adjective




not scarred or damaged




•
 
he did not escape unscarred.



















unscathed

 
/ˌənˈskāT͟Hd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
without suffering any injury, damage, or harm




•
 
I came through all those perils unscathed.



















unscented

 
/ənˈsen(t)əd/






adjective




not scented




•
 
unscented soap.



















unscheduled

 
/ˌənˈskeˌjo͞old/






adjective




not scheduled




•
 
his plane made an unscheduled stop.



















unscholarly

 
/ˌənˈskälərlē/





I.
 
adjective




not showing the learning, reasoning, and attention to detail characteristic of a scholar.








II.
 
derivatives





unscholarliness






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›























unschooled

 
/ˌənˈsko͞old/






adjective



1.
 
not educated at or made to attend school




•
 
unschooled children.










2.
 
lacking knowledge or training in a particular field




•
 
she was 
unschooled in

 the niceties of royal behavior.










3.
 
not affected or artificial; natural and spontaneous.













unscientific

 
/ˌənsīənˈtifik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in accordance with scientific principles or methodology




•
 
our whole approach is hopelessly unscientific.










2.
 
lacking knowledge of or interest in science.








II.
 
derivatives





unscientifically

 
/ˌənsīənˈtifək(ə)lē /






adverb





















unscramble

 
/ˌənˈskrambəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restore (something that has been scrambled) to an intelligible, readable, or viewable state.








II.
 
derivatives





unscrambler

 
/-b(ə)lər /






noun





















unscreened

 
/ˌənˈskrēnd/






adjective



1.
 
not subjected to testing or investigation by screening




•
 
a transfusion with unscreened blood.










2.
 
not filtered or sorted using a screen.




3.
 
(of a movie or television program) not shown or broadcast




•
 
copies of the unscreened episodes.










4.
 
not provided with or hidden by a screen.













unscrew

 
/ˌənˈskro͞o/






verb



1.
 
(with reference to a lid or other object held in place by a spiral thread) unfasten or be unfastened by twisting


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Will unscrewed the cap from a metal flask




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the spout usually unscrews or lifts off easily.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — detach, open, or slacken (something) by removing or loosening the screws holding it in place.













unscripted

 
/ˌənˈskriptid/






adjective




said or delivered without a prepared script; impromptu.













unscriptural

 
/ˌənˈskrip(t)SH(ə)rəl/






adjective




not in accordance with the Bible




•
 
sacraments deemed unscriptural by Luther.



















unscrupulous

 
/ˌənˈskro͞opyələs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing no moral principles; not honest or fair.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unscrupulously

 
/ˌənˈskro͞opyələslē /






adverb













2.
 
unscrupulousness

 
/ˌənˈskro͞opyələsnəs /






noun





















unseal

 
/ənˈsē(ə)l/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove or break the seal of




•
 
she slowly unsealed the envelope.



















unsearchable

 
/ˌənˈsərCHəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 unable to be clearly understood; inscrutable




•
 
their motives in coming were complex and unsearchable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsearchableness






noun













2.
 
unsearchably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unseasonable

 
/ˌənˈsēz(ə)nəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of weather) unusual for the time of year




•
 
an unseasonable warm spell.










2.
 
untimely; inopportune




•
 
we visited the place at an unseasonable time.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unseasonableness






noun













2.
 
unseasonably

 
/ˌənˈsēz(ə)nəblē /






adverb





















unseasonal

 
/ˌənˈsēzən(ə)l/






adjective




(especially of weather) unusual or inappropriate for the time of year




•
 
unseasonal heavy rains have brought a great influx of snakes.



















unseasoned

 
/ˌənˈsēz(ə)nd/






adjective



1.
 
(of food) not flavored with salt, pepper, or other spices or seasonings.




2.
 
(of timber) not treated or matured.




3.
 
(of a person) inexperienced.













unseat

 
/ˌənˈsēt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to fall from a horse or bicycle.




2.
 
remove from a position of power or authority.













unseaworthy

 
/ˌənˈsēˌwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a boat or ship) not in a good enough condition to sail on the sea.








II.
 
derivatives





unseaworthiness

 
/ˌənˈsēˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















unsecure

 
/ˌənsəˈkyo͝o(ə)r/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of a computer system) not protected against attack or other criminal activity




•
 
an unsecure WiFi network.










2.
 
(of a loan) unsecured




•
 
it's easy to outspend your means, with credit cards and unsecure loans readily available.



















unsecured

 
/ˌənsəˈkyo͝ord/






adjective



1.
 
(of a loan) made without an asset given as security.




2.
 
(of a creditor) having made an unsecured loan.




3.
 
not made secure or safe.













unseeable

 
/ˌənˈsēəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be seen; invisible.













unseeded

 
/ˌənˈsēdəd/






adjective




(chiefly of a competitor in a sports tournament) not seeded.













unseeing

 
/ˌənˈsēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




with one's eyes open but without noticing or seeing anything.








II.
 
derivatives





unseeingly






adverb





















unseemly

 
/ˌənˈsēmlē/





I.
 
adjective




(of behavior or actions) not proper or appropriate




•
 
an unseemly squabble.














II.
 
derivatives





unseemliness

 
/ˌənˈsēmlēnəs /






noun





















unseen

 
/ˌənˈsēn/






adjective



1.
 
not seen or noticed




•
 
it seemed she might escape unseen.










2.
 
not foreseen or predicted




•
 
unseen problems.










3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a passage for translation in a test or examination) not previously read or prepared.













unselect

 
/ˌənsəˈlekt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cancel the selection of.













unselected

 
/ˌənsəˈlektid/






adjective




not selected or chosen




•
 
a large, unselected sample of pregnant mothers.



















unselfconscious

 
/ˌənˌselfˈkänSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




not suffering from or exhibiting self-consciousness; not shy or embarrassed.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unselfconsciously

 
/ˌənˌselfˈkänSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unselfconsciousness

 
/ˌənˌselfˈkänSHəsnəs /






noun





















unselfish

 
/ˌənˈselfiSH/





I.
 
adjective




willing to put the needs or wishes of others before one's own




•
 
unselfish devotion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unselfishly

 
/ˌənˈselfiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
unselfishness

 
/ˌənˈselfiSHnis /






noun





















unsellable

 
/ənˈseləbl/






adjective




not able to be sold, or very difficult to sell




•
 
many of the houses are unsellable.



















unsensational

 
/ˌənsenˈsāSHənl/





I.
 
adjective




not sensational or seeking to provoke interest or excitement at the expense of accuracy.








II.
 
derivatives





unsensationally






adverb





















unsentimental

 
/ˌənˌsen(t)əˈmen(t)l/





I.
 
adjective




not displaying or influenced by sentimental feelings.








II.
 
derivatives





unsentimentally






adverb





















unseparated

 
/ˌənˈsepəˌrādəd/






adjective




not separated or divided




•
 
unseparated mixtures of gases.



















Unser

 
/ˈənsər/





I.
 
the name of a family of US race car drivers, including:




II.
 


Bobby

 (1934–); full name 
Robert William Unser

 . Indy 500 champion 1968, 1975, 1981.




III.
 


Al

 (1939–), Bobby's brother; full name 
Alfred Unser

 . Indy 500 champion 1970, 1971, 1978, 1987.




IV.
 


Al, Jr.

 (1962–), Al's son; full name 
Alfred Unser, Jr

 . Indy 500 champion 1992, 1994.









unserious

 
/ˌənˈsirēəs/






adjective




not serious; lighthearted.













unserved

 
/ˌənˈsərvd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or section of society) not attended to




•
 
the needs of unserved and underserved audiences.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of a writ or summons) not officially delivered to a person




•
 
there is no point in leaving a writ unserved.



















unserviceable

 
/ˌənˈsərvəsəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not in working order or fulfilling its function adequately; unfit for use.








II.
 
derivatives





unserviceability

 
/-ˌsərvəsəˈbilətē /






noun





















unset

 
/ˌənˈset/






adjective



1.
 
(of a jewel) not yet placed in a setting; unmounted




•
 
ten unset sapphires.










2.
 
(of cement) not yet hardened.













unsettle

 
/ˌənˈsedl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to feel anxious or uneasy; disturb




•
 
the crisis has unsettled financial markets




•
 (as 
adj.

 
unsettling

 )
 
an unsettling conversation.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsettlement






noun













2.
 
unsettlingly






adverb





















unsettled

 
/ˌənˈsedld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking stability




•
 
an unsettled childhood.










2.
 
worried and uneasy




•
 
she felt edgy and unsettled.










3.
 
liable to change; unpredictable




•
 
a spell of unsettled weather.










4.
 
not yet resolved




•
 
one important question remains unsettled.










5.
 
(of a bill) not yet paid.




6.
 
(of an area) having no settlers or inhabitants.








II.
 
derivatives





unsettledness






noun





















unsex

 
/ˌənˈseks/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deprive of gender, sexuality, or the characteristic attributes or qualities of one or other sex.













unsexed

 
/ˌənˈsekst/






adjective




having no sexual characteristics.













unsexy

 
/ˌənˈseksē/






adjective




not sexually attractive or exciting.













unshackle

 
/ˌənˈSHakəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be unshackled

 )


1.
 
release from shackles, chains, or other physical restraints




•
 
his feet were unshackled.










2.
 
liberate; set free.













unshaded

 
/ˌənˈSHādid/






adjective



1.
 
(of a light bulb or lamp) not having a shade or cover.




2.
 
not screened from direct light.




3.
 
(of an area of a diagram) not shaded with pencil lines or a block of color.













unshadowed

 
/ˌənˈSHadōd/






adjective




not covered or darkened by a shadow or shadows.













unshakable

 
/ˌənˈSHākəb(ə)l /

 
unshakeable





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a belief, feeling, or opinion) strongly felt and unable to be changed




•
 
an unshakeable faith in the righteousness of their cause.










2.
 
unable to be disputed or questioned




•
 
an unshakable alibi.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unshakability

 
/-ˌSHākəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unshakably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unshaken

 
/ˌənˈSHākən/





I.
 
adjective




not disturbed from a firm position or state; steadfast and unwavering




•
 
their trust in him remained unshaken.














II.
 
derivatives





unshakenly






adverb





















unshaped

 
/ˌənˈSHāpt/






adjective




having a vague, ill-formed, or unfinished shape.













unshared

 
/ˌənˈSHerd/






adjective




not shared with or by another or others.













unsharp

 
/ˌənˈSHärp/





I.
 
adjective






[Photography]

 (of a picture or image) not well defined.








II.
 
derivatives





unsharpness






noun





















unshaved

 
/ˌənˈSHāvd/






adjective




unshaven.













unshaven

 
/ˌənˈSHāvən/






adjective




not having recently shaved or been shaved.













unsheathe

 
/ˌənˈSHēT͟H/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
draw or pull out (a knife, sword, or similar weapon) from its sheath or covering.













unshed

 
/ˌənˈSHed/






adjective




(of tears) welling in a person's eyes but not falling on their cheeks.













unshelled

 
/ˌənˈSHeld/






adjective




not extracted from its shell




•
 
unshelled peanuts.



















unsheltered

 
/ˌənˈSHeltərd/






adjective




not sheltered or protected




•
 
I'm standing in the freezing rain at an unsheltered bus stop.



















unshielded

 
/ˌənˈSHēldid/






adjective



1.
 
not protected or shielded.




2.
 
(of cables or wires) having no layer to contain radiation.




•
 
unshielded wire is preferred for transporting high speed data.



















unship

 
/ˌənˈSHip/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Nautical]

 remove (an oar, mast, or other object) from its fixed or regular position




•
 
they unshipped the oars.










2.
 


[chiefly Nautical]

 unload (a cargo) from a ship or boat.













unshod

 
/ˌənˈSHäd/






adjective




not wearing shoes.













unshorn

 
/ˌənˈSHôrn/






adjective




(of a person's hair) not cut.













unshowy

 
/ənˈSHōi/






adjective




not showy in appearance or style; restrained or understated.




•
 
a natural, unshowy performer with a tremendous singing voice.




•
 
she writes about her parents with deep, unshowy affection.



















unshrinkable

 
/ˌənˈSHriNGkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of fabric, etc.) not liable to shrink.








II.
 
derivatives





unshrinkability

 
/-ˌSHriNGkəˈbilətē /






noun





















unshrinking

 
/ˌənˈSHriNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective




unhesitating; fearless.








II.
 
derivatives





unshrinkingly






adverb





















unsighted

 
/ˌənˈsīdəd/






adjective



1.
 
lacking the power of sight




•
 
blind or unsighted people.










2.
 
not seen




•
 
a distant unsighted object.










3.
 
(especially in sports) prevented from having a clear view of something.













unsightly

 
/ˌənˈsītlē/





I.
 
adjective




unpleasant to look at; ugly




•
 
unsightly warts.














II.
 
derivatives





unsightliness

 
/ˌənˈsītlēnis /






noun





















unsigned

 
/ˌənˈsīnd/






adjective



1.
 
not identified or authorized by a person's signature




•
 
an unsigned check.










2.
 
(of a musician or sports player) not having signed a contract of employment.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Computing]

 not having a plus or minus sign, or a bit representing this.













unsignposted

 
/ˌənˈsīnˌpōstəd/






adjective




(of a route or area) not provided with a signpost or signposts




•
 
an unsignposted coastal access path.



















unsinkable

 
/ˌənˈsiNGkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a ship or boat) unable to be sunk




•
 
the supposedly unsinkable ship hit an iceberg.














II.
 
derivatives





unsinkability

 
/-ˌsiNGkəˈbilətē /






noun





















unsisterly

 
/ˌənˈsistərlē/






adjective




not showing the support and affection that is thought to be characteristic of a sister.













unsized

 
/ˌənˈsīzd/






adjective




(of fabric, paper, or a wall) not treated with size (see size
 2
 ).













unskilled

 
/ˌənˈskild/






adjective




not having or requiring special skill or training




•
 
unskilled manual workers.



















unskillful

 
/ˌənˈskilfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing skill.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unskillfully

 
/ˌənˈskilf(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
unskillfulness






noun





















unskimmed

 
/ˌənˈskimd/






adjective




(of milk) not skimmed.













unslakable

 
/ˌənˈslākəb(ə)l /

 
unslakeable






adjective




not able to be quenched or satisfied




•
 
her unslakable desire.



















unsleeping

 
/ˌənˈslēpiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not or never sleeping




•
 
much of that night she lay unsleeping.














II.
 
derivatives





unsleepingly






adverb





















unsliced

 
/ˌənˈslīst/






adjective




(especially of a commercially produced loaf of bread) not having been cut into slices.













unsling

 
/ˌənˈsliNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (something) from the place where it has been slung or suspended.













unsmiling

 
/ˌənˈsmīliNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their manner or expression) serious or unfriendly; not smiling.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsmilingly






adverb













2.
 
unsmilingness






noun





















unsmoked

 
/ˌənˈsmōkt/






adjective



1.
 
(of meat or fish) not cured by exposure to smoke




•
 
smoked and unsmoked bacon.










2.
 
(of tobacco or a cigarette) not having been smoked.













unsnap

 
/ˌənˈsnap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten or open with a brisk movement and a sharp sound




•
 
he put the case on the table and unsnapped the clasps.



















unsnarl

 
/ˌənˈsnärl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disentangle; sort out.













unsociable

 
/ˌənˈsōSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not enjoying or making an effort to behave sociably in the company of others




•
 
Terry was grumpy and unsociable.










2.
 
not conducive to friendly social relations




•
 
watching TV is a fairly unsociable activity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsociability

 
/ˌənsōSHəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unsociableness






noun













3.
 
unsociably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















usage:

 There is some overlap in the use of the adjectives 
unsociable

 , 
unsocial

 , and 
antisocial

 , but they also have distinct core meanings. Generally speaking, 
unsociable

 means ‘not enjoying, or avoiding, the company of others’: Terry was grumpy and 
unsociable

 . 
Antisocial

 can be used as a synonym for 
unsociable

 , but can further be used to mean ‘contrary to the laws and customs of a society’: aggressive and 
antisocial

 behavior. 
Unsocial

 can be used as a synonym for 
unsociable

 as well, but it may also denote a preference for solitude and not hostility toward company: Ben's feeling a little tired and 
unsocial

 tonight.





unsocial

 
/ˌənˈsōSHəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not seeking the company of others




•
 
woodchucks lead a relatively unsocial life.










2.
 
causing annoyance and disapproval in others; antisocial




•
 
the unsocial behavior of young teenagers.














II.
 
derivatives





unsocially






adverb



















usage:

 See usage at unsociable
 .





unsoftened

 
/ˌənˈsôfənd/






adjective



1.
 
not made soft or softer in texture




•
 
unsoftened butter.










2.
 
not made less stark or severe




•
 
the shade of red is bold, unsoftened by blues or oranges




•
 
big face-to-face meetings, unsoftened by food and music.










3.
 
(of water) not having had mineral salts removed




•
 
use unsoftened water for drinking and cooking.



















unsoiled

 
/ˌənˈsoild/






adjective




not stained or dirty.













unsold

 
/ˌənˈsōld/






adjective




(of an item) not sold




•
 
numerous copies of the book remained unsold




•
 
please return any unsold tickets by November 9.



















unsolder

 
/ənˈsädər ˌənˈsôdər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the soldering of.













unsoldierly

 
/ˌənˈsōljərlē/






adjective




inappropriate to or not befitting a soldier




•
 
prisoners of war in their unsoldierly uniforms.



















unsolicited

 
/ˌənsəˈlisidəd/





I.
 
adjective




not asked for; given or done voluntarily




•
 
unsolicited junk mail.














II.
 
derivatives





unsolicitedly






adverb





















unsolvable

 
/ˌənˈsälvəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be solved.








II.
 
derivatives





unsolvability






noun





















unsolved

 
/ˌənˈsälvd/






adjective




not solved




•
 
an unsolved mystery.



















unsophisticated

 
/ˌənsəˈfistəˌkādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking refined worldly knowledge or tastes.




2.
 
not complicated or highly developed; basic




•
 
unsophisticated computer software.










3.
 
not artificial




•
 
the village has remained unspoiled and unsophisticated.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsophisticatedly






adverb













2.
 
unsophisticatedness






noun













3.
 
unsophistication

 
/-ˌfistiˈkāSHən /






noun





















unsorted

 
/ˌənˈsôrdəd/






adjective




not sorted or arranged




•
 
a mass of unsorted papers.



















unsought

 
/ˌənˈsôt/






adjective




not searched for, requested, or desired.













unsound

 
/ˌənˈsound/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not safe or robust; in poor condition




•
 
the tower is structurally unsound.










2.
 
not based on sound evidence or reasoning and therefore unreliable or unacceptable




•
 
unsafe and unsound banking practices.










3.
 
(of a person) not competent, reliable, or holding acceptable views.




4.
 
injured, ill, or diseased, especially (of a horse) lame.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsoundly






adverb













2.
 
unsoundness

 
/ˌənˈsoun(d)nəs /






noun





















unsounded1


 
/ˌənˈsoundəd/






adjective




not uttered, pronounced, or made to sound.













unsounded2


 
/ˌənˈsoundəd/






adjective




unfathomed.













unsourced

 
/ənˈsôrst/






adjective




(of information) not having or attributed to a known source or origin




•
 
an unsourced story in an Italian newspaper.



















unsown

 
/ˌənˈsōn/






adjective




not having been sown




•
 
a strip of unsown soil.



















unsparing

 
/ˌənˈsperiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
merciless; severe




•
 
he is unsparing in his criticism of the arms trade.










2.
 
given freely and generously




•
 
she had won her mother's unsparing approval.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsparingly

 
/ˌənˈspe(ə)riNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unsparingness






noun





















unspeakable

 
/ˌənˈspēkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be expressed in words




•
 
I felt an unspeakable tenderness toward her.










2.
 
too bad or horrific to express in words.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unspeakableness






noun













2.
 
unspeakably

 
/ˌənˈspēkəblē /






adverb





















unspeaking

 
/ˌənˈspēkiNG/






adjective




not speaking; silent.













unspecialized

 
/ˌənˈspeSHəˌlīzd/






adjective




not specialized.













unspecific

 
/ˌənspəˈsifik/






adjective




not specific; vague




•
 
he was unspecific about his relationship with Marian.



















unspecified

 
/ˌənˈspesəˌfīd/






adjective




not stated clearly or exactly




•
 
an unspecified number of people.



















unspectacular

 
/ˌənˌspekˈtakyələr/





I.
 
adjective




not spectacular; unremarkable




•
 
she had been an unspectacular student.














II.
 
derivatives





unspectacularly






adverb





















unspellable

 
/ənˈspeləbəl/






adjective




(of a word or name) too difficult to spell




•
 
an Icelandic volcano with an unpronounceable, unspellable name.



















unspent

 
/ˌənˈspent/






adjective



1.
 
not spent.




2.
 
not exhausted or used up




•
 
he shook with unspent rage.



















unspilled

 
/ˌənˈspild /

 
unspilt






adjective




not spilled.













unspiritual

 
/ˌənˈspiriCH(əw)əl/





I.
 
adjective




not spiritual; worldly




•
 
the clergymen were deplorably unspiritual.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unspirituality

 
/-ˌspiriCHo͞oˈalitē /






noun













2.
 
unspiritually






adverb





















unspoiled

 
/ˌənˈspoild /

 


‹Brit.›

 unspoilt






adjective




not spoiled, in particular (of a place) not marred by development




•
 
unspoiled countryside.



















unspoken

 
/ˌənˈspōkən/






adjective




not expressed in speech; tacit




•
 
an unspoken assumption.



















unsponsored

 
/ˌənˈspänsərd/






adjective




not supported or promoted by a sponsor.













unspool

 
/ˌənˈspo͞ol/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unwind from or as if from a spool.




2.
 
(of a film) be screened.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — show (a film).













unsporting

 
/ˌənˈspôrdiNG/





I.
 
adjective




unsportsmanlike.








II.
 
derivatives





unsportingly






adverb





















unsportsmanlike

 
/ˌənˈspôrtsmənˌlīk/






adjective




not fair, generous, or sportsmanlike




•
 
a penalty against us for unsportsmanlike conduct.



















unspotted

 
/ˌənˈspädəd/






adjective



1.
 
not marked with spots.




2.
 
unnoticed




•
 
the network of avian enthusiasts ensures that no rarity goes unspotted.



















unsprayed

 
/ˌənˈsprād/






adjective




not having been sprayed, especially with pesticides or other chemicals.













unsprung

 
/ˌənˈsprəNG/






adjective




not provided with springs.













unstable

 
/ˌənˈstābəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
prone to change, fail, or give way; not stable




•
 
the unstable cliff tops




•
 
an unstable government.










2.
 
prone to psychiatric problems or sudden changes of mood




•
 
he was mentally unstable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unstableness






noun













2.
 
unstably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unstaffed

 
/ˌənˈstaft/






adjective




not provided with a staff or official personnel




•
 
the kitchen on the seventh floor is an unstaffed facility.



















unstageable

 
/ˌənˈstājəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a play) impossible or very difficult to present to an audience.













unstained

 
/ˌənˈstānd/






adjective




not stained.













unstamped

 
/ˌənˈstam(p)t/






adjective



1.
 
not marked by stamping.




2.
 
not having a postage stamp affixed.













unstapled

 
/ənˈstāpəld/






adjective




(of sheets of paper) not stapled together.













unstarched

 
/ˌənˈstärCHt/






adjective




(especially of fabric or clothing) not starched.













unstated

 
/ˌənˈstādəd/






adjective




not stated or declared




•
 
a series of unstated assumptions.



















unstatesmanlike

 
/ˌənˈstātsmənˌlīk/






adjective




not suitable for or befitting a statesman.













unstayed

 
/ˌənˈstād/






adjective




(especially of masts and rigging) not provided with stays; unsupported.













unsteady

 
/ˌənˈstedē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
liable to fall or shake; not firm




•
 
he was very unsteady on his feet.










2.
 
not uniform or regular




•
 
a soft unsteady voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsteadily

 
/ˌənˈstedəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unsteadiness

 
/ˌənˈstedēnəs /






noun





















unstep

 
/ˌənˈstep/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove (a vessel's mast) from its step.













unsterile

 
/ˌənˈsterəl/






adjective






[chiefly Medicine]

 not sterile; not sterilized




•
 
unsterile needles.




















unstick

 
/ˌənˈstik/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become no longer stuck together.








II.
 
phrases





come (or get) unstuck





a.
 
become separated or unfastened.




b.
 


‹informal›

 fail completely




•
 
all their clever ideas came unstuck.























unstimulating

 
/ˌənˈstimyəˌlādiNG/






adjective




not arousing interest or enthusiasm




•
 
his current job is mundane and unstimulating




•
 
unstimulating conversation.



















unstinted

 
/ˌənˈstin(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




given without restraint; liberal




•
 
we received unstinted support.














II.
 
derivatives





unstintedly






adverb





















unstinting

 
/ˌənˈstin(t)iNG/





I.
 
adjective




given or giving without restraint; unsparing




•
 
he was unstinting in his praise.














II.
 
derivatives





unstintingly

 
/ˌənˈstin(t)iNGlē /






adverb





















unstirred

 
/ˌənˈstərd/






adjective




not moved, agitated, or stirred.













unstitch

 
/ˌənˈstiCH/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the stitches of.













unstop

 
/ˌənˈstäp/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free (something) from obstruction




•
 
he must unstop the sink.










2.
 
remove the stopper from (a bottle or other container).













unstoppable

 
/ˌənˈstäpəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




impossible to stop or prevent




•
 
an unstoppable army.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unstoppability

 
/-ˌstäpəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
unstoppably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unstopper

 
/ˌənˈstäpər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the stopper from (a bottle or other container)




•
 
he unstoppered the jar.



















unstrained

 
/ˌənˈstrānd/






adjective



1.
 
not forced or produced by effort




•
 
a lovely warm unstrained smile.










2.
 
not subjected or reacting to straining or stretching.













unstrap

 
/ˌənˈstrap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo the strap or straps of.




2.
 
release (someone or something) by undoing straps




•
 
they unstrapped themselves.



















unstressed

 
/ˌənˈstrest/






adjective



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a syllable) not pronounced with stress




•
 
an unstressed syllable.










2.
 
not subjected to stress




•
 
a well-balanced, unstressed person.



















unstring

 
/ˌənˈstriNG/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
unstrung

 )
 — unnerve




•
 
a mind unstrung by loneliness.










2.
 
remove or relax the string or strings of (a bow or musical instrument).




3.
 
remove from a string




•
 
unstringing the beads from the rosary.



















unstructured

 
/ˌənˈstrək(t)SHərd/






adjective




without formal organization or structure




•
 
an unstructured interview.



















unstuck

 
/ˌənˈstək/






past and past participle of unstick
 .









unstudied

 
/ˌənˈstədēd/





I.
 
adjective




not labored or artificial; natural




•
 
she had an unstudied grace in every step.














II.
 
derivatives





unstudiedly






adverb





















unstuffed

 
/ˌənˈstəft/






adjective




not containing stuffing.













unstuffy

 
/ˌənˈstəfē/






adjective



1.
 
friendly, informal, and approachable




•
 
colorful and unstuffy periodicals.










2.
 
having fresh air or ventilation.













unstylish

 
/ˌənˈstīliSH/






adjective




not elegant, fashionable, or stylish.













unsub1


 
/ˈənˌsəb/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 unsubscribe




•
 
a month will cost you just $25 and it's easy to unsub if you decide it isn't for you.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation.





unsub2


 
/ˈənˌsəb/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (in police use) a person of unknown identity who is the subject of a criminal investigation




•
 
putting together these insights will help police come up with a composite picture of the unsub.

















– origin

 1970s: abbreviation of 
unknown subject

 or 
unidentified subject

 .





unsubscribe

 
/ˌənsəbˈskrīb/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cancel a subscription to an electronic mailing list or online service.













unsubstantial

 
/ˌənsəbˈstan(t)SHəl/





I.
 
adjective




having little or no solidity, reality, or factual basis.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsubstantiality

 
/ˌənsəbˌstan(t)SHēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
unsubstantially






adverb





















unsubstantiated

 
/ˌənsəbˈstan(t)SHēˌādəd/






adjective




not supported or proven by evidence




•
 
unsubstantiated claims.



















unsubtle

 
/ˌənˈsəd(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not subtle; obvious; clumsy




•
 
a grindingly unsubtle joke.














II.
 
derivatives





unsubtly

 
/ˌənˈsəd(ə)lē /






adverb





















unsuccessful

 
/ˌənsəkˈsesfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not successful




•
 
an unsuccessful transition period.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsuccessfully

 
/ˌənsəkˈsesfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unsuccessfulness






noun





















unsugared

 
/ˌənˈSHo͝oɡərd/






adjective




not sweetened or sprinkled with sugar.













unsuitable

 
/ˌənˈso͞odəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not fitting or appropriate




•
 
the display is unsuitable for young children.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsuitability

 
/ˌənso͞odəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
unsuitableness

 
/ˌənˈso͞odəbəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
unsuitably

 
/ˌənˈso͞odəblē /






adverb





















unsuited

 
/ˌənˈso͞odəd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not right or appropriate




•
 
he was totally 
unsuited for

 the job.



















unsullied

 
/ˌənˈsəlēd/






adjective




not spoiled or made impure




•
 
an unsullied reputation.



















unsung

 
/ˌənˈsəNG/






adjective




not celebrated or praised




•
 
Harvey is one of the unsung heroes of the industrial revolution.



















unsupervised

 
/ˌənˈso͞opərˌvīzd/






adjective



1.
 
not done or acting under supervision




•
 
unsupervised visits




•
 
a safe garden where children may play unsupervised.










2.
 
(of a person) not watched over in the interest of their or others' security




•
 
roaming, unsupervised youths pose a threat.



















unsupportable

 
/ˌənsəˈpôrdəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




another term for insupportable
 .








II.
 
derivatives





unsupportably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unsupported

 
/ˌənsəˈpôrdəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a structure, object, or person) not supported physically




•
 
a toddler who can stand unsupported.










2.
 
not borne out by evidence or facts




•
 
the assumption was unsupported by evidence.










3.
 
(of a person or activity) not given financial or other assistance.




4.
 


[Computing]

 (of a program, language, or device) not having assistance for the user available from a manufacturer or systems manager.













unsupportive

 
/ˌənsəˈpôrdiv/






adjective




not providing encouragement or emotional help




•
 
the family environment is unsupportive.



















unsure

 
/ˌənˈSHo͝or/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not feeling, showing, or done with confidence and certainty




•
 
she was feeling nervous, 
unsure of

 herself




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
she was unsure how to reply.










2.
 
(of a fact) not fixed or certain




•
 
the date is unsure.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsurely






adverb













2.
 
unsureness






noun





















unsurfaced

 
/ˌənˈsərfəst/






adjective




(of a road or path) not provided with a durable finished upper layer.













unsurmountable

 
/ˌənsərˈmoun(t)əb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be overcome; insurmountable




•
 
unsurmountable problems.



















unsurpassable

 
/ˌənsərˈpasəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be exceeded in quality or degree.








II.
 
derivatives





unsurpassably






adverb





















unsurpassed

 
/ˌənsərˈpast/






adjective




as good as or better than any other




•
 
the quality of workmanship is unsurpassed.



















unsurprised

 
/ˌənsə(r)ˈprīzd/






adjective




not feeling or showing surprise at something unexpected




•
 
he replied in a flat and unsurprised voice.



















unsurprising

 
/ˌənsə(r)ˈprīziNG/





I.
 
adjective




not unexpected and so not causing surprise




•
 
the outcome of this somber film is unsurprising.














II.
 
derivatives





unsurprisingly

 
/ˌənsə(r)ˈprīziNGlē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
unsurprisingly, recession is the theme of most reports



























unsusceptible

 
/ˌənsəˈseptəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not likely or liable to be influenced or harmed by a particular thing




•
 
infants are relatively 
unsusceptible to

 infections.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
unsusceptible of

 )
 — not capable or admitting of




•
 
their meaning is unsusceptible of analysis.














II.
 
derivatives





unsusceptibility

 
/-ˌseptəˈbilitē /






noun





















unsuspected

 
/ˌənsəˈspektəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not known or thought to exist or be present; not imagined possible




•
 
the actor displays an unsuspected talent for comedy.










2.
 
(of a person) not regarded with suspicion.








II.
 
derivatives





unsuspectedly






adverb





















unsuspecting

 
/ˌənsəˈspektiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or animal) not aware of the presence of danger; feeling no suspicion




•
 
antipersonnel mines lie in wait for their unsuspecting victims.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsuspectingly

 
/ˌənsəˈspektiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unsuspectingness






noun





















unsuspicious

 
/ˌənsəˈspiSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing suspicion.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unsuspiciously

 
/ˌənsəˈspiSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
unsuspiciousness

 
/ˌənsəˈspiSHəsnəs /






noun





















unsustainable

 
/ˌənsəˈstānəbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to be maintained at the current rate or level




•
 
macroeconomic instability led to an unsustainable boom.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 upsetting the ecological balance by depleting natural resources




•
 
unsustainable fishing practices.










3.
 
not able to be upheld or defended




•
 
the old idea was unsustainable.














II.
 
derivatives





unsustainably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unsustained

 
/ˌənsəˈstānd/






adjective




not prolonged for an extended period or without interruption.













unswayed

 
/ˌənˈswād/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) not influenced or affected




•
 
investors are unswayed by suggestions that the numbers are overblown.



















unsweetened

 
/ˌənˈswētnd/






adjective




(of food or drink) without sugar or a similar substance having been added




•
 
unsweetened grapefruit juice.



















unswept

 
/ˌənˈswept/






adjective




(of an area) not cleaned by having the dirt or litter on it swept up




•
 
the walls were damp, the floor unswept.



















unswerving

 
/ˌənˈswərviNG/





I.
 
adjective




not changing or becoming weaker; steady or constant




•
 
unswerving loyalty.














II.
 
derivatives





unswervingly

 
/ˌənˈswərviNGlē /






adverb





















unsworn

 
/ˌənˈswôrn/






adjective






[Law]

 (of testimony or evidence) not given under oath.













unsymmetrical

 
/ˌənsəˈmetrək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




another term for asymmetrical
 .








II.
 
derivatives





unsymmetrically

 
/-trik(ə)lē /






adverb





















unsympathetic

 
/ˌənsimpəˈTHedik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not feeling, showing, or expressing sympathy




•
 
I'm not being unsympathetic, but I can't see why you put up with him.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — not showing approval or favor toward an idea or action




•
 
they were initially 
unsympathetic toward

 the cause of Irish freedom.










3.
 
(of a person) not friendly or cooperative; unlikable




•
 
a totally unsympathetic character.














II.
 
derivatives





unsympathetically

 
/ˌənˌsimpəˈTHedək(ə)lē /






adverb





















unsystematic

 
/ˌənˌsistəˈmadik/





I.
 
adjective




not done or acting according to a fixed plan or system; unmethodical




•
 
the burial mound was excavated in an unsystematic way




•
 
they were relatively unsystematic in their use of the data.














II.
 
derivatives





unsystematically

 
/ˌənˌsistəˈmadək(ə)lē /






adverb





















untack1


 
/ˌənˈtak/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
detach (something) by the removal of tacks.













untack2


 
/ˌənˈtak/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the saddle and bridle from (a horse).













untainted

 
/ˌənˈtān(t)əd/






adjective




not contaminated, polluted, or tainted




•
 
the paper was untainted by age.



















untaken

 
/ˌənˈtāk(ə)n/






adjective



1.
 
(of a region or person) not taken by force; uncaptured.




2.
 
(of an action) not put into effect




•
 
hard decisions have been left untaken.



















untalented

 
/ˌənˈtaləntəd/






adjective




(of a person) not having a natural aptitude or skill.













untalkative

 
/ˌənˈtôkədiv/






adjective




not fond of or given to talking; uncommunicative




•
 
Joe was shy and untalkative.



















untamable

 
/ˌənˈtāməb(ə)l /

 
untameable






adjective



1.
 
(of an animal) not capable of being domesticated.




2.
 
not capable of being controlled




•
 
her untamable mop of thick black hair.



















untamed

 
/ˌənˈtāmd/






adjective




not domesticated or otherwise controlled.













untangle

 
/ˌənˈtaNGɡəl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free from a tangled or twisted state




•
 
fishermen untangle their nets.










2.
 
make (something complicated or confusing) easier to understand or deal with.













untanned

 
/ˌənˈtand/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or their skin) not tanned by exposure to the sun.




2.
 
(of animal skin) not converted into leather by tanning




•
 
untanned hides.



















untapped

 
/ˌənˈtapt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a resource) not yet exploited or used




•
 
a huge, untapped market for bagels.










2.
 
(of a telephone, etc.) free from listening devices.













untarnished

 
/ˌənˈtärniSHt/






adjective



1.
 
(of metal or metalware) not having lost its luster, especially as a result of exposure to air or moisture.




2.
 
not made less valuable or respected




•
 
his ministers enjoyed an untarnished reputation.



















untasted

 
/ˌənˈtāstəd/






adjective




(of food or drink) not sampled or tested for flavor




•
 
Louis's untasted food was scraped into the dog's bowl.



















untaught

 
/ˌənˈtôt/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not trained by teaching




•
 
she is totally untaught and will not listen.










2.
 
not acquired by teaching; natural or spontaneous




•
 
by untaught instinct they know that scent means food.



















untaxed

 
/ˌənˈtakst/






adjective



1.
 
not subject to taxation.




2.
 
(of an item, income, etc.) not having had the required tax paid on it.













untaxing

 
/ˌənˈtaksiNG/






adjective




not physically or mentally demanding




•
 
I've been filling my days with routine, untaxing work.



















unteach

 
/ˌənˈtēCH/






verb



1.
 
cause (someone) to forget or discard previous knowledge.




2.
 
remove from the mind (something known or taught) by different teaching.













unteachable

 
/ˌənˈtēCHəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a student or skill) unable to be taught.













untechnical

 
/ˌənˈteknək(ə)l/






adjective




not having or requiring technical knowledge.













untempered

 
/ˌənˈtempərd/






adjective



1.
 
not moderated or lessened by anything




•
 
the products of a technological mastery untempered by political imagination.










2.
 
(of a material) not brought to the proper hardness or consistency.













untenable

 
/ˌənˈtenəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a position or view) not able to be maintained or defended against attack or objection




•
 
this argument is clearly untenable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
untenability

 
/-ˌtenəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
untenably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















untenanted

 
/ˌənˈtenən(t)id/






adjective




(of property) not occupied by a tenant or tenants




•
 
the house had been untenanted for some years




•
 
a vast untenanted land stretched to the north of them.



















untended

 
/ˌənˈtendəd/






adjective




not cared for or looked after; neglected




•
 
untended gravestones.



















untenured

 
/ˌənˈtenyərd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a teacher, lecturer, or other professional) not having a permanent post.




2.
 
(of an academic or other post) not permanent.













Untermensch

 
/ˈo͝on(t)ərˌmen(t)SH/





I.
 
noun




a person considered racially or socially inferior.











– origin

 German, literally ‘underperson.’





Untermeyer, Louis

 
/ˈəntərˌmīər/






(1885–1977) US writer and poet. He published critical anthologies, including 
Modern American Poetry

 (1919), as well as volumes of his own poetry such as 
Long Feud

 (1962).









untested

 
/ˌənˈtestəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of an idea, product, or person) not subjected to examination, experiment, or experience; unproven




•
 
analyses based on dubious and untested assumptions.














II.
 
derivatives





untestable

 
/-ˈtestəbəl /






adjective





















untether

 
/ˌənˈteT͟Hər/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release or free from a tether




•
 
I reached the horses and untethered them.



















unthanked

 
/ˌənˈTHaNG(k)t/






adjective




without receiving thanks




•
 
the women's kind gesture did not 
go unthanked

 .



















unthankful

 
/ˌənˈTHaNGkfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not feeling or showing pleasure, relief, or gratitude.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unthankfully

 
/ˌənˈTHaNGkfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unthankfulness

 
/ˌənˈTHaNGkfəlnəs /






noun





















unthaw

 
/ˌənˈTHô/






verb



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 melt or thaw


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the warm weather helped unthaw the rail lines.










2.
 
(as 
adj.

 
unthawed

 )
 — still frozen; unmelted




•
 
it could not explain how future science might revive the unthawed dead.



















unthinkable

 
/ˌənˈTHiNGkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a situation or event) too unlikely or undesirable to be considered a possibility




•
 
it was unthinkable that John could be dead




•
 (as 
noun

 
the unthinkable

 )
 
the unthinkable happened—I spoke up.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unthinkability

 
/-ˌTHiNGkəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
unthinkably

 
/ˌənˈTHiNGkəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a land of unthinkably vast spaces



























unthinking

 
/ˌənˈTHiNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective




expressed, done, or acting without proper consideration of the consequences




•
 
she was at pains to correct unthinking prejudices.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unthinkingly

 
/ˌənˈTHiNGkiNGlē /






adverb













2.
 
unthinkingness






noun





















unthought

 
/ˌənˈTHôt/






adjective



1.
 
(
unthought of

 )
 — not imagined or dreamed of




•
 
the old develop interests unthought of in earlier years.










2.
 
not formed by the process of thinking.













unthread

 
/ˌənˈTHred/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (a thread) out of a needle.




2.
 
remove (an object) from a thread.













unthreatening

 
/ˌənˈTHret(ə)niNG/





I.
 
adjective




not having a hostile or frightening quality or manner; not causing someone to feel vulnerable or at risk




•
 
a quiet and unthreatening place.














II.
 
derivatives





unthreatened

 
/ˌənˈTHretnd /






adjective





















unthrifty

 
/ˌənˈTHriftē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not using money and other resources carefully; wasteful.




2.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 (of livestock or plants) not strong and healthy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unthriftily

 
/-təlē /






adverb













2.
 
unthriftiness






noun





















unthrone

 
/ˌənˈTHrōn/






verb




archaic term for dethrone
 .













untidy

 
/ˌənˈtīdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not arranged neatly and in order




•
 
the place was dreadfully untidy.










2.
 
(of a person) not inclined to keep one's possessions or appearance neat and in order.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
untidily

 
/ˌənˈtīdilē /






adverb













2.
 
untidiness

 
/ˌənˈtīdēnis /






noun






















untie

 
/ˌənˈtī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
undo or unfasten (a cord or knot)




•
 
she knelt to untie her laces.










2.
 
undo a cord or similar fastening that binds (someone or something)




•
 
Morton untied the parcel.

















– origin

 Old English 
untīgan

 (see un-
 2
 , tie
 ).





untied

 
/ˌənˈtīd/






adjective




not fastened or knotted.














until

 
/ˌənˈtil/





I.
 
preposition, conjunction




up to (the point in time or the event mentioned)


[as 
prep.

 ]


•
 
the kidnappers have given us until October 11th to deliver the documents




•
 
he held the office until his death




•
 [as 
conjunction

 ]
 
you don't know what you can achieve until you try.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
und

 ‘as far as’ + till
 1
 (the sense thus duplicated). / 
usage:

 On the differences between 
until

 and 
till

 , see usage at till
 1
 .





untilled

 
/ˌənˈtild/






adjective




(of land) not prepared and cultivated for crops.













untimely

 
/ˌənˈtīmlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an event or act) happening or done at an unsuitable time




•
 
Dave's untimely return.










2.
 
(of a death or end) happening too soon or sooner than normal




•
 
his untimely death in military action.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 at a time that is unsuitable or premature




•
 
the moment was very untimely chosen.














III.
 
derivatives





untimeliness

 
/ˌənˈtīmlēnəs /






noun





















untinged

 
/ˌənˈtinjd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
untinged by/with

 )


1.
 
not in the slightest affected by




•
 
a cold-blooded killing untinged by any remorse on your part.



















untiring

 
/ˌənˈtī(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their actions) continuing at the same rate without loss of vigor; indefatigable




•
 
his untiring efforts on their behalf.














II.
 
derivatives





untiringly

 
/ˌənˈtī(ə)riNGlē /






adverb





















untitled

 
/ˌənˈtīdld/






adjective



1.
 
(of a book, composition, or other artistic work) having no name.




2.
 
(of a person) not having a title indicating high social or official rank




•
 
lesser untitled officials.



















unto

 
/ˈənto͝o ˈəntə/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
archaic term for to
 :




•
 
do unto others as you would have them do unto you




•
 
I say unto you, be gone.










2.
 
archaic term for until
 :




•
 
marriage was forever—unto death.

















– origin

 Middle English: from until
 , with to
 replacing till
 1
 (in its northern dialect meaning ‘to’).





untold

 
/ˌənˈtōld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — too much or too many to be counted or measured




•
 
thieves caused untold damage.










2.
 
(of a story or event) not narrated or recounted




•
 
no event, however boring, is left untold.

















– origin

 Old English 
unteald

 ‘not counted’ (see un-
 1
 , told
 ).





untoned

 
/ˌənˈtōnd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person's body) lacking in tone or muscular definition.




2.
 
(especially of music) lacking in variation of tone or subtlety.














untouchable

 
/ˌənˈtəCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able or allowing to be touched or affected




•
 
a receptionist looking gorgeous and untouchable.










2.
 
unable to be matched or rivaled




•
 
we took the silver medal behind the untouchable US team.










3.
 
above reproach; incorruptible.




4.
 
of or belonging to the lowest-caste Hindu group or the people outside the caste system.








II.
 
noun




a member of the lowest-caste Hindu group or a person outside the caste system. Contact with untouchables is traditionally held to defile members of higher castes.








III.
 
derivatives





untouchability

 
/ˌənˌtəCHəˈbilədē /






noun



















usage:

 In senses relating to the traditional Hindu caste system, the term 
untouchable

 and the social restrictions accompanying it were declared illegal in the constitution of India in 1949 and of Pakistan in 1953. The official term today is 
scheduled caste

 .





untouched

 
/ˌənˈtəCHt/






adjective



1.
 
not handled, used, or tasted




•
 
Annabel pushed aside her untouched plate.










2.
 
(of a subject) not treated in writing or speech; not discussed




•
 
no detail is left untouched.










3.
 
not affected, changed, or damaged in any way




•
 
Prague was relatively untouched by the war.



















untouristed

 
/ənˈto͝oristid/






adjective




(of a place) rarely visited by tourists




•
 
a charming, untouristed village.



















untoward

 
/ˌənˈtôrd ˌənt(ə)ˈwôrd/





I.
 
adjective




unexpected and inappropriate or inconvenient




•
 
both tried to behave as if nothing untoward had happened




•
 
untoward jokes and racial remarks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
untowardly






adverb













2.
 
untowardness






noun





















untraceable

 
/ˌənˈtrāsəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




unable to be found, discovered, or traced




•
 
many use false addresses and are untraceable.














II.
 
derivatives





untraceably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















untraced

 
/ˌənˈtrāst/






adjective




not found or discovered by investigation




•
 
patients with untraced records.



















untracked

 
/ˌənˈtrakt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of land) not previously explored or traversed; without a path or tracks




•
 
the Saxons usually hid in the untracked marshlands.










2.
 
(of snow) not marked by skis, vehicles, or footprints




•
 
experts can go heli-skiing in untracked powder.














II.
 
phrases





get untracked








(US)

 get into one's stride or find good form, especially in sporting contexts.

















untraditional

 
/ˌəntrəˈdiSHənl/






adjective




not existing in or as part of a tradition; not customary or long-established.













untrained

 
/ˌənˈtrānd/





I.
 
adjective




not having been trained in a particular skill




•
 
self-styled doctors 
untrained in

 diagnosis




•
 


to the untrained eye

 , the two products look remarkably similar.














II.
 
derivatives





untrainable

 
/-ˈtrānəbəl /






adjective





















untrammeled

 
/ˌənˈtraməld /

 


‹Brit.›

 untrammelled






adjective




not deprived of freedom of action or expression; not restricted or hampered




•
 
a mind untrammeled by convention.



















untransferable

 
/ənˈtran(t)sf(ə)rəb(ə)l ˌənˌtran(t)sˈfərəb(ə)l/






adjective




not able to be transferred to another place, occupation, or person.













untransformed

 
/ˌəntransˈfôrmd/






adjective




not having been transformed in form, appearance, or character.













untranslatable

 
/ˌənˌtransˈlādəb(ə)l ˌənˌtranzˈlādəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a word, phrase, or text) not able to have its sense satisfactorily expressed in another language




•
 
an untranslatable German pun.














II.
 
derivatives





untranslatability

 
/-transˌlātəˈbilitē, -tranz- /






noun





















untranslated

 
/ˌənˈtran(t)sˌlādid ˌənˈtranzˌlādid/






adjective



1.
 
(of words or text) not having their sense expressed in another language




•
 
a nine-volume work, as yet untranslated from the Icelandic.










2.
 
(of a sequence of nucleotides in messenger RNA) not converted to the amino acid sequence of a protein or polypeptide during synthesis.













untraveled

 
/ˌənˈtravəld /

 


‹Brit.›

 untravelled






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not having traveled much.




2.
 
(of a road or region) not journeyed along or through




•
 
an unknown and untraveled wilderness.



















untraversable

 
/ˌəntrəˈvərsəbəl/






adjective




impossible to travel across or through




•
 
an untraversable six-lane stream of traffic.



















untreatable

 
/ˌənˈtrēdəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a patient, a disease or other condition) for whom or which no medical care is available or possible.













untreated

 
/ˌənˈtrēdəd/






adjective



1.
 
(of a patient, disease, or other condition) not given medical care




•
 
untreated cholera can kill up to half of those infected.










2.
 
not preserved, improved, or altered by the use of a chemical, physical, or biological agent




•
 
untreated sewage is pumped directly into the sea.



















untrendy

 
/ˌənˈtrendē/






adjective






‹informal›

 not very fashionable or up to date




•
 
his untrendy long hair.



















untried

 
/ˌənˈtrīd/






adjective



1.
 
not yet tested to discover quality or reliability; inexperienced




•
 
he chose two untried actors for leading roles.










2.
 


[Law]

 (of an accused person) not yet subjected to a trial in court.













untrimmed

 
/ˌənˈtrimd/






adjective




not having been trimmed.













untrodden

 
/ˌənˈträdn/






adjective




(of a surface) not having been walked on




•
 
untrodden snow.



















untroubled

 
/ˌənˈtrəbəld/






adjective




not feeling, showing, or affected by anxiety or problems




•
 
a man untroubled by a guilty conscience




•
 
an untroubled gaze.



















untrue

 
/ˌənˈtro͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not in accordance with fact or reality; false or incorrect




•
 
these suggestions are totally untrue




•
 
a malicious and untrue story.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — not faithful or loyal.




3.
 
incorrectly positioned or balanced; not upright or level.








II.
 
derivatives





untruly

 
/ˌənˈtro͞olē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
untrēowe

 ‘unfaithful’ (see un-
 1
 , true
 ).





untruss

 
/ˌənˈtrəs/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten (especially a trussed fowl).













untrussed

 
/ˌənˈtrəst/






adjective




(of a chicken or other bird prepared for eating) having had its wings and legs unfastened before cooking




•
 
an untrussed chicken.



















untrusting

 
/ˌənˈtrəstiNG/






adjective




not tending to believe in other people's honesty or sincerity; suspicious.













untrustworthy

 
/ˌənˈtrəs(t)wərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be relied on as honest or truthful




•
 
Thomas considered her to be devious and untrustworthy




•
 
these untrustworthy impressions were instinctive.














II.
 
derivatives





untrustworthiness

 
/ˌənˈtrəs(t)ˌwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















untruth

 
/ˌənˈtro͞oTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lie or false statement (often used euphemistically)




•
 
they go off and tell untruths about organizations for which they worked.










2.
 
the quality of being false.











– origin

 Old English 
untrēowth

 ‘unfaithfulness’ (see un-
 1
 , truth
 ).





untruthful

 
/ˌənˈtro͞oTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective




saying or consisting of something that is false or incorrect




•
 
companies issuing untruthful recruitment brochures.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
untruthfully

 
/ˌənˈtro͞oTHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
untruthfulness

 
/ˌənˈtro͞oTHfəlnəs /






noun





















untuck

 
/ˌənˈtək/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
free the edges or ends of (something) from being hidden or held in place.













untucked

 
/ˌənˈtəkt/






adjective




with the edges or ends hanging loose; not tucked in




•
 
an untucked shirt.



















untunable

 
/ˌənˈt(y)o͞onəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a piano, etc.) that cannot be tuned.













untuned

 
/ˌənˈt(y)o͞ond/






adjective




not tuned or properly adjusted.













untuneful

 
/ˌənˈt(y)o͞onfəl/





I.
 
adjective




not having a pleasing melody; unmusical




•
 
an untuneful hymn.














II.
 
derivatives





untunefully






adverb





















unturned

 
/ˌənˈtərnd/






adjective



1.
 
not turned




•
 
unturned soil.










2.
 
(of a wooden object) not shaped on a lathe.













untutored

 
/ˌənˈt(y)o͞odərd/






adjective




not formally taught or trained




•
 
the species are all much the same 
to the untutored eye

 .



















untwine

 
/ˌənˈtwīn/






verb




make or become unwound or untwisted


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Robyn untwined her fingers.



















untwist

 
/ˌənˈtwist/






verb




open or cause to open from a twisted position


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he untwisted the wire and straightened it out.



















untying

 
/ˌənˈtīiNG/






present participle of untie
 .









untypical

 
/ˌənˈtipik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not having the distinctive qualities of a particular type of person or thing; unusual or uncharacteristic




•
 
the harsh dissonances give a sound that is quite 
untypical of

 that period.














II.
 
derivatives





untypically

 
/ˌənˈtipək(ə)lē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
I'll keep this review untypically short




•
 [
sentence adverb

 ]
 


not untypically

 , one large painting took her five months



























unusable

 
/ˌənˈyo͞ozəb(ə)l/






adjective




not fit to be used




•
 
the steps were overgrown and unusable.



















unused






adjective



1.
 

/ˌənˈyo͞ozd /

 — not being, or never having been, used




•
 
any unused equipment will be welcomed back.










2.
 

/ˌənˈyo͞ost /
 [
predic.

 ] (
unused to

 )
 — not familiar with or accustomed to something




•
 
unused to spicy food, she took a long mouthful of water.



















unusual

 
/ˌənˈyo͞oZH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not habitually or commonly occurring or done




•
 
the government has taken the unusual step of calling home its ambassador




•
 
it was unusual for Dennis to be late.










2.
 
remarkable or interesting because different from or better than others




•
 
a man of unusual talent.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unusually

 
/ˌənˈyo͞oZH(əw)əlē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 


unusually for

 a city hotel, it is set around a lovely garden




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he made an unusually large number of mistakes.



















2.
 
unusualness

 
/ˌənˈyo͞oZH(o͞o)əlnəs /






noun





















unutilized

 
/ˌənˈyo͞odlˌīzd ˌənˈyo͞odəˌlīzd/






adjective




not used or not used effectively




•
 
there is very little unutilized space in any school.



















unutterable

 
/ˌənˈədərəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




too great, intense, or awful to describe




•
 
those private moments of unutterable grief.














II.
 
derivatives





unutterably

 
/ˌənˈəd(ə)rəblē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
Juliet climbed the stairs, feeling unutterably weary



























unuttered

 
/ˌənˈədərd/






adjective




(of words or thoughts) not spoken or expressed




•
 
her lips mouthed unuttered thanks.



















unvaccinated

 
/ˌənˈvaksəˌnādəd/






adjective




(of a person) not inoculated with a vaccine to provide immunity against a disease




•
 
pockets of unvaccinated children.



















unvalued

 
/ˌənˈvalyo͞od/






adjective



1.
 
not considered to be important or beneficial




•
 
he felt unvalued.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 not valued or appraised with regard to monetary worth.













unvanquished

 
/ˌənˈvaNGkwiSHt/






adjective




(of an opponent or obstacle) not conquered or overcome




•
 
the idea of humbling the hitherto unvanquished islanders.



















unvaried

 
/ˌənˈverēd/






adjective




not involving change; monotonous




•
 
a plain, unvaried diet.



















unvarnished

 
/ˌənˈvärniSHt/






adjective



1.
 
not covered with varnish.




2.
 
(of a statement or manner) plain and straightforward




•
 
please tell me the unvarnished truth.



















unvarying

 
/ˌənˈverēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




not changing; constant or uniform




•
 
the unvarying routine of parsonage life.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unvaryingly

 
/ˌənˈverēiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
they found her to be unvaryingly polite



















2.
 
unvaryingness






noun





















unveil

 
/ˌənˈvāl/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove a veil or covering from, especially uncover (a new monument or work of art) as part of a public ceremony




•
 
the mayor unveiled a plaque




•
 (as 
noun

 
unveiling

 )
 
the unveiling of the memorial.










2.
 
show or announce publicly for the first time




•
 
the manufacturer unveiled plans for expanding into aviation.



















unvented

 
/ˌənˈven(t)əd/






adjective



1.
 
not provided with ventilation.




2.
 
(of strong, usually negative feelings) not expressed




•
 
unvented rage.



















unventilated

 
/ˌənˈven(t)əˌlādəd/






adjective




(of a room or space) not provided with fresh air.













unverifiable

 
/ˌənverəˈfīəbəl/






adjective




not able to be verified




•
 
an unverifiable hypothesis.



















unverified

 
/ˌənˈverəˌfīd/






adjective




not having been verified.













unversed

 
/ˌənˈvərst/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ] (
unversed in

 )


1.
 
not experienced or skilled in; not knowledgeable about




•
 
he was unversed in Washington ways.



















unviable

 
/ˌənˈvīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




not capable of working successfully; not feasible




•
 
the commission found the plan to be financially unviable.














II.
 
derivatives





unviability

 
/-ˌvīəˈbilitē /






noun





















unviolated

 
/ˌənˈvīəˌlādəd/






adjective



1.
 
not violated or desecrated




•
 
the ground above the stone was undisturbed, the stone unviolated.










2.
 
(of a woman) virginal.













unvirtuous

 
/ˌənˈvərCHəwəs/






adjective




not having or showing high moral standards




•
 
if our actions are unvirtuous the results will be negative.



















unvisited

 
/ˌənˈvizədəd/






adjective




(of a place) having had no people visit it




•
 
Antarctica remained unvisited until the late 18th century.



















unvitiated

 
/ˌənˈviSHēˌādəd/






adjective






‹archaic›

 pure and uncorrupted.













unvoiced

 
/ˌənˈvoist/






adjective



1.
 
not expressed in words; unuttered




•
 
a person's unvoiced thoughts.










2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) uttered without vibration of the vocal cords.













unwaisted

 
/ənˈwāstid/






adjective




(of a dress) not having a structured waistline; loose-fitting.













unwalled

 
/ˌənˈwôld/






adjective




(of a place) without enclosing or defensive walls.













unwanted

 
/ˌənˈwän(t)əd/






adjective




not or no longer desired




•
 
affairs can lead to unwanted pregnancies




•
 
she felt unwanted.



















unwarned

 
/ˌənˈwôrnd/






adjective




(of a person) not warned in advance about something.













unwarrantable

 
/ənˈwôrəntəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




not able to be authorized or sanctioned; unjustifiable




•
 
an unwarrantable intrusion into personal matters.














II.
 
derivatives





unwarrantably

 
/ˌənˈwôrən(t)əblē /






adverb





















unwarranted

 
/ˌənˈwôrən(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective




not justified or authorized




•
 
I am sure your fears are unwarranted.














II.
 
derivatives





unwarrantedly






adverb





















unwary

 
/ˌənˈwerē/





I.
 
adjective




not cautious; not aware of possible dangers or problems




•
 
accidents can happen to the unwary traveler




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the unwary

 )
 
hidden traps for the unwary.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unwarily

 
/ˌənˈwerəlē /






adverb













2.
 
unwariness

 
/ˌənˈwerēnəs /






noun





















unwashed

 
/ˌənˈwôSHt ˌənˈwäSHt/





I.
 
adjective




not having been washed.








II.
 
phrases





the (great) unwashed








‹derogatory›

 the mass or multitude of ordinary people.

















unwatchable

 
/ˌənˈwäCHəb(ə)l ˌənˈwôCHəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a film or television program) too poor, tedious, or disturbing to be viewed.













unwatched

 
/ˌənˈwäCHt/






adjective




not looked at or observed.













unwatered

 
/ənˈwôdərd ˌənˈwädərd/






adjective




not supplied or sprinkled with water.













unwavering

 
/ˌənˈwāv(ə)riNG/





I.
 
adjective




steady or resolute; not wavering




•
 
she fixed him with an unwavering stare.














II.
 
derivatives





unwaveringly

 
/ˌənˈwāv(ə)riNGlē /






adverb





















unwaxed

 
/ˌənˈwakst/






adjective




not treated or covered with wax or a similar substance




•
 
unwaxed lemons.



















unweaned

 
/ˌənˈwēnd/






adjective




(of an infant or other young mammal) not accustomed to food other than its mother's milk.













unwearable

 
/ˌənˈwerəb(ə)l/






adjective




(of a garment) not fit to be worn.













unwearied

 
/ˌənˈwirēd/





I.
 
adjective




not tired or becoming tired.








II.
 
derivatives





unweariedly






adverb





















unwearying

 
/ˌənˈwirēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




never tiring or slackening.








II.
 
derivatives





unwearyingly






adverb





















unwed

 
/ˌənˈwed /

 
unwedded





I.
 
adjective




not married




•
 
an unwed teenage mother.














II.
 
derivatives





unweddedness






noun





















unweeded

 
/ˌənˈwēdəd/






adjective




not cleared of weeds.













unweighed

 
/ˌənˈwād/






adjective



1.
 
not considered; hasty.




2.
 
(of goods) not weighed.













unweight

 
/ˌənˈwāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
momentarily stop pressing heavily on (a ski or skateboard) in order to make a turn more easily.











– origin

 1930s: back-formation from unweighted
 .






unweighted

 
/ˌənˈwādəd/






adjective



1.
 
without a weight attached.




2.
 


[Statistics]

 (of a figure or sample) not adjusted or biased to reflect importance or value.













unwelcome

 
/ˌənˈwelkəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a guest or new arrival) not gladly received




•
 
guards kept out unwelcome visitors.










2.
 
not much needed or desired




•
 
unwelcome attentions from men.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unwelcomely






adverb













2.
 
unwelcomeness






noun





















unwelcoming

 
/ˌənˈwelkəmiNG/






adjective



1.
 
having an inhospitable or uninviting atmosphere or appearance




•
 
Jean crept into her cold and unwelcoming bed.










2.
 
(of a person or their manner) not friendly toward someone arriving or approaching.













unwell

 
/ˌənˈwel/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
sick




•
 
consult a doctor if you feel unwell.



















unwept

 
/ˌənˈwept/






adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 (of a person) not mourned or lamented.













unwholesome

 
/ˌənˈhōlsəm/





I.
 
adjective




not characterized by or conducive to health or moral well-being




•
 
the use of the living room as sleeping quarters led to unwholesome crowding.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unwholesomely






adverb













2.
 
unwholesomeness






noun






















unwieldy

 
/ˌənˈwēldē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
difficult to carry or move because of its size, shape, or weight




•
 
the first mechanical clocks were large and unwieldy.










2.
 
(of a system or bureaucracy) too big or badly organized to function efficiently.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unwieldily






adverb













2.
 
unwieldiness

 
/ˌənˈwēldēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lacking strength, infirm’): from un-
 1
 ‘not’ + wieldy
 (in the obsolete sense ‘active’).





unwilling

 
/ˌənˈwiliNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [often with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
not ready, eager, or prepared to do something




•
 
he was unwilling to take on that responsibility




•
 
unwilling conscripts.














II.
 
derivatives





unwillingly

 
/ˌənˈwiliNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
unwillende

 (see un-
 1
 , willing
 ).





unwillingness

 
/ˌənˈwiliNGnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being unwilling to do something; reluctance




•
 
he deplored the government's unwillingness to provide adequate funds.




















unwind

 
/ˌənˈwīnd/






verb



1.
 
undo or be undone after winding or being wound


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Ella unwound the long woolen scarf from her neck




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the net unwinds from the reel.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — relax after a period of work or tension




•
 
the Grand Hotel is a superb place to unwind.



















unwinking

 
/ˌənˈwiNGkiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a stare or a shining light) steady; unwavering




•
 
the lights shone unwinking in the still air




•
 
unwinking blue eyes.














II.
 
derivatives





unwinkingly






adverb





















unwinnable

 
/ˌənˈwinəbəl/






adjective




not able to be won




•
 
an immoral and unwinnable war.



















unwired

 
/ˌənˈwī(ə)rd/






adjective



1.
 
wireless




•
 
photosharing between Macs on wired and unwired networks.










2.
 
disengaged or disconnected from electronic media




•
 
the geographic terrain and the remoteness force you to be unwired.



















unwisdom

 
/ˌənˈwizdəm/





I.
 
noun




folly; lack of wisdom




•
 
it stresses the unwisdom of fathers leaving their children.

















– origin

 Old English 
unwīsdōm

 (see un-
 1
 , wisdom
 ).





unwise

 
/ˌənˈwīz/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or action) not wise or sensible; foolish




•
 
it is unwise to rely on hearsay evidence




•
 
unwise policy decisions.














II.
 
derivatives





unwisely

 
/ˈˌənˈwīzlē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
unwisely, she repeated the remark to her mother

























– origin

 Old English 
unwīs

 (see un-
 1
 , wise
 1
 ).





unwished

 
/ˌənˈwiSHt/






adjective

 — (usu. 
unwished-for

 )


1.
 
not wanted or desired




•
 
an unwished-for child.



















unwitnessed

 
/ˌənˈwitnəst/






adjective




(especially of an event) not witnessed.













unwitting

 
/ˌənˈwidiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not aware of the full facts




•
 
an unwitting accomplice.










2.
 
not done on purpose; unintentional




•
 
we are anxious to rectify the unwitting mistakes made in the past.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unwittingly

 
/ˌənˈwidiNGlē /






adverb




[
sentence adverb

 ]


•
 
quite unwittingly, you played right into my hands that night



















2.
 
unwittingness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
unwitende

 ‘not knowing or realizing’ (see un-
 1
 , wit
 2
 ).





unwomanly

 
/ˌənˈwo͝omənlē/





I.
 
adjective




not having or showing qualities traditionally associated with women




•
 
initiative of any overt sort was considered unwomanly.














II.
 
derivatives





unwomanliness






noun





















unwonted

 
/ˌənˈwôntəd ˌənˈwōn(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
unaccustomed or unusual




•
 
there was an unwonted gaiety in her manner.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unwontedly






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
she was unwontedly shy and subdued



















2.
 
unwontedness






noun





















unwooded

 
/ˌənˈwo͝odəd/






adjective



1.
 
having few trees.




2.
 
(of a wine) not having been stored in a wooden cask.













unworkable

 
/ˌənˈwərkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not able to function or be carried out successfully; impractical




•
 
complex, unworkable theories.










2.
 
(of a material) not able to be worked




•
 
the alloy becomes brittle and almost unworkable.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unworkability

 
/-ˌwərkəˈbilitē /






noun













2.
 
unworkably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















unworked

 
/ˌənˈwərkt/






adjective




not cultivated, mined, or carved




•
 
unworked fields




•
 
an unworked vein of rich ore.



















unworkmanlike

 
/ˌənˈwərkmənˌlīk/






adjective




badly done or made.













unworldly

 
/ˌənˈwərldlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) not having much awareness of the realities of life, in particular, not motivated by material or practical considerations




•
 
she was so shrewd in some ways, but hopelessly unworldly in others.










2.
 
not seeming to belong to this planet; strange




•
 
the unworldly monolith loomed four stories high.














II.
 
derivatives





unworldliness






noun





















unworn

 
/ˌənˈwôrn/






adjective



1.
 
not damaged or shabby-looking as a result of much use




•
 
the tires appear unworn, even after many fast miles




•
 
unworn carpeting.










2.
 
(of a garment) never worn.













unworried

 
/ˌənˈwərēd/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
not anxious or uneasy




•
 
foreign investors are largely unworried by the government's fall.



















unworthy

 
/ˌənˈwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not deserving effort, attention, or respect




•
 
he was 
unworthy of

 trust and unfit to hold office.










2.
 
(of a person's action or behavior) not acceptable, especially from someone with a good reputation or social position




•
 
the expression of anger was frowned upon as being unworthy.










3.
 
having little value or merit




•
 
many pieces are unworthy and ungrammatical.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unworthily

 
/ˌənˈwərT͟Həlē /






adverb













2.
 
unworthiness

 
/ˌənˈwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun





















unwound1


 
/ˌənˈwound/






adjective




(of a clock or watch) not wound or wound up.













unwound2


 
/ˌənˈwound/






past and past participle of unwind
 .









unwounded

 
/ˌənˈwo͞ondid/






adjective




not hurt or injured.













unwoven

 
/ˌənˈwōvən/






adjective




(of fabric) not woven.













unwrap

 
/ˌənˈrap/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove the wrapping from a package




•
 
children excitedly unwrapping and playing with their new presents.



















unwrinkled

 
/ˌənˈriNGkəld/






adjective




(especially of fabric or a person's skin) free from wrinkles.













unwritten

 
/ˌənˈritn/






adjective



1.
 
not recorded in writing




•
 
documenting unwritten languages.










2.
 
(especially of a law) resting originally on custom or judicial decision rather than on statute




•
 
an unwritten constitution.










3.
 
(of a convention) understood and accepted by everyone, although not formally established




•
 
the unwritten rules of social life.



















unwrought

 
/ˌənˈrôt/






adjective



1.
 
(of metals or other materials) not worked into a finished condition.




2.
 
(of a mine or ore deposit) not worked or mined.













unyielding

 
/ˌənˈyēldiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a mass or structure) not giving way to pressure; hard or solid




•
 
the Atlantic hurled its waves at the unyielding rocks.










2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) unlikely to be swayed; resolute




•
 
his unyielding faith.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
unyieldingly






adverb













2.
 
unyieldingness






noun





















unyoke

 
/ˌənˈyōk/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
release (a pair of animals) from a yoke.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 cease work.













unzip

 
/ˌənˈzip/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
unfasten the zipper of (an item of clothing)




•
 
he unzipped his black jacket.










2.
 


[Computing]

 decompress (a file) that has previously been compressed.














up

 
/əp/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
toward the sky or a higher position




•
 
he jumped up




•
 
two of the men hoisted her up




•
 
the curtain went up.










2.
 
upstairs




•
 
she made her way up to bed.










3.
 
out of bed




•
 
Miranda hardly ever got up for breakfast




•
 
he had been up for hours.










4.
 
(of the sun) visible in the sky after daybreak




•
 
the sun was already up when they set off.










5.
 
expressing movement toward or position in the north




•
 
I drove up to Detroit.










6.
 
to or at a place perceived as higher




•
 
going for a walk up to the stores.










7.
 


(Brit.)

 toward or in the capital or a major city




•
 
give me a ring when you're up in London.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 at or to a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge




•
 
they were up at Cambridge about the same time.










9.
 
(of food that has been eaten) regurgitated from the stomach




•
 
I was sick and vomited up everything.










10.
 
[as 
exclamation

 ]
 — used as a command to a soldier or an animal to stand up and be ready to move or attack




•
 
up, boys, and at ῾em.










11.
 
to the place where someone is




•
 
Dot didn't hear Mrs. Parvis come creeping up behind her.










12.
 
at or to a higher level of intensity, volume, or activity




•
 
she turned the volume up




•
 
liven up the graphics




•
 
U.S. environmental groups had been stepping up their attack on GATT.










13.
 
at or to a higher price, value, or rank




•
 
sales are up 22.8 percent at $50.2 million




•
 
unemployment is up and rising.










14.
 
winning or at an advantage by a specified margin




•
 
there they were in the fourth quarter, up by 11 points




•
 
we came away 300 bucks up on the evening.










15.
 
into the desired or a proper condition




•
 
the mayor agreed to set up a committee.










16.
 
so as to be finished or closed




•
 
I've got a bit of paperwork to finish up




•
 
I zipped up my sweater.










17.
 
into a happy mood




•
 
I don't think anything's going to cheer me up.










18.
 
displayed on a bulletin board or other publicly visible site




•
 
he put up posters around the city.










19.
 
(of sailing) against the current or the wind.




20.
 
(of a ship's helm) moved so that the rudder is to leeward.




21.
 


[Baseball]

 at bat




•
 
every time up, he had a different stance.














II.
 
preposition



1.
 
from a lower to a higher point on (something); upward along




•
 
she climbed up a flight of steps.










2.
 
from one end to another of (a street or other area), not necessarily on an upward slope




•
 
bicycling up Pleasant Avenue toward Maywood Avenue




•
 
walking up the street.










3.
 
to a higher part of (a river or stream), away from the sea




•
 
a cruise up the Rhine.














III.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — directed or moving toward a higher place or position




•
 
the up escalator.










2.
 


[Physics]

 denoting a flavor of quark having a charge of +⅔. Protons and neutrons are thought to be composed of combinations of up and down quarks.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in a cheerful mood; ebullient




•
 
the mood here is resolutely up.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (of a computer system or industrial process) functioning properly




•
 
the system is now up.










5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — at an end




•
 
his contract was up in three weeks




•
 
time's up.










6.
 
(of a jockey) in the saddle.








IV.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a period of good fortune




•
 
you can't have ups all the time in football.














V.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
up and do something

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 do something abruptly or boldly




•
 
she upped and left him.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a level or amount) to be increased




•
 
capacity will be upped by 70 percent next year.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — lift (something) up




•
 
everybody was cheering and upping their glasses.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
up with

 )
 — 

(W. Indian)

 
(US)

 
‹informal›

 raise or pick up (something)




•
 
this woman ups with a stone.














VI.
 
phrases




1.
 
get it up








‹vulgar slang›

 have a penile erection.









2.
 
it is all up with








‹informal›

 it is the end of or there is no hope for (someone or something).









3.
 
on the up and up

 

‹informal›






a.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 honest or sincere.




b.
 


(Brit.)

 steadily improving or becoming more successful.









4.
 
something is up








‹informal›

 something unusual or undesirable is happening or afoot.









5.
 
up against





a.
 
close to or in contact with




•
 
crowds pressed up against the police barricades.










b.
 


‹informal›

 confronted with or opposed by




•
 
I began to think of what teachers are up against today.










c.
 
(
up against it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 facing some serious but unspecified difficulty




•
 
they play better when they're up against it.















6.
 
up and about






no longer in bed (after sleep or an illness).









7.
 
up and down





a.
 
moving upward and downward




•
 
bouncing up and down.










b.
 
to and fro




•
 
pacing up and down in front of her desk.










c.
 
[as 
prep.

 ]
 — to and fro along




•
 
strolling up and down the corridor.










d.
 
in various places throughout




•
 
in clubs up and down the country.










e.
 


‹informal›

 in varying states or moods; changeable




•
 
my relationship with her was up and down.















8.
 
up and running






(especially of a computer system) in operation; functioning




•
 
the new computer is up and running.















9.
 
up the ante






see ante
 .









10.
 
up before






appearing for a hearing in the presence of




•
 
we'll have to come up before a magistrate.















11.
 
up for





a.
 
available for




•
 
the house next door is up for sale.










b.
 
being considered for




•
 
he had been up for promotion.










c.
 
due for




•
 
his contract is up for renewal in June.















12.
 
up for it








‹informal›

 ready to take part in a particular activity




•
 
Nick wasn't really up for it.















13.
 
up hill and down dale






all over the place




•
 
he led me up hill and down dale till my feet were dropping off.















14.
 
(well) up on (or in)






well informed about




•
 
he was up on the latest methods.















15.
 
up to





a.
 
as far as




•
 
I could reach just up to his waist.










b.
 
(also 
up until

 )
 — until




•
 
up to now I hadn't had a relationship.










c.
 
indicating a maximum amount




•
 
the process is expected to take up to two years.










d.
 
[with 
negative

 or in 
questions

 ]
 — as good as; good enough for




•
 
I was not up to her standards.










e.
 
capable of or fit for




•
 
he is simply not up to the job.










f.
 
the duty, responsibility, or choice of (someone)




•
 
it was up to them to gauge the problem.










g.
 


‹informal›

 occupied or busy with




•
 
what's he been up to?















16.
 
up top








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 in the brain (with reference to intelligence)




•
 
a man with nothing much up top.















17.
 
up with ——






an exclamation expressing support for a stated person or thing.









18.
 
up yours

 
up your ass








‹vulgar slang›

 an exclamation expressing contemptuous defiance or rejection of someone.









19.
 
what's up?

 

‹informal›






a.
 
what is going on?




b.
 
what is the matter?




•
 


what's up with

 you?





















– origin

 Old English 
up(p)

 , 
uppe

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
op

 and German 
auf

 .






up-






prefix



1.
 
(added to verbs and their derivatives) upward




•
 
upturned




•
 
upthrow.










2.
 
to a more recent time; to a newer or better state




•
 
upbeat




•
 
update




•
 
upgrade




•
 
upscale.










3.
 
(added to nouns) denoting (direction of) motion up




•
 
upriver




•
 
uphill




•
 
upwind.










4.
 
(added to nouns) higher




•
 
upland




•
 
upstroke.










5.
 
increased




•
 
up-tempo.



















up-anchor

 
/ˈˌəp ˈaNGkər/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a ship) weigh anchor.













up-and-coming

 
/ˈˌəp ən(d) ˈkəmiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person beginning a particular activity or occupation) making good progress and likely to become successful




•
 
up-and-coming young players.














II.
 
derivatives





up-and-comer






noun





















Upanishad

 
/(y)o͝oˈpanəˌSHad, o͞oˈpəniˌSHəd/





I.
 
noun




each of a series of Hindu sacred treatises written in Sanskrit 
c.

 800–200 
BC

 , expounding the Vedas in predominantly mystical and monistic terms.











– origin

 from Sanskrit, literally ‘sitting near (i.e., at the feet of a master),’ from 
upa

 ‘near’ + 
ni-ṣad

 ‘sit down.’





upas

 
/ˈyo͞opəs /

 
upas tree





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tropical Asian tree, the milky sap of which has been used as arrow poison and for ritual purposes.

[
Antiaris toxicaria

 , family 
Moraceae

 .]




2.
 
(in folklore) a Javanese tree alleged to poison its surroundings and said to be fatal to approach.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Malay 
(pohun) upas

 ‘poison (tree).’





upbeat

 
/ˈəpˌbēt/





I.
 
noun




(in music) an unaccented beat preceding an accented beat.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 cheerful; optimistic.













up-bow

 
/ˈəpbō/






noun




(on a stringed instrument) a stroke begun with the tip of the bow and proceeding toward the base.

Compare with down-bow
 .













upbraid

 
/ˌəpˈbrād/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
find fault with (someone); scold




•
 
he was upbraided for his slovenly appearance.

















– origin

 late Old English 
upbrēdan

 ‘allege (something) as a basis for censure,’ based on braid
 in the obsolete sense ‘brandish.’ The current sense dates from Middle English.





upbringing

 
/ˈəpˌbriNGiNG/





I.
 
noun




the treatment and instruction received by a child from its parents throughout its childhood




•
 
his Quaker upbringing influenced his character.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from obsolete 
upbring

 ‘to rear’ (see up-
 , bring
 ).





upbuild

 
/ˌəpˈbild/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 construct or develop (something).













UPC






abbreviation




Universal Product Code.













up card






noun






(chiefly US)

 a playing card turned face up on the table, especially the top card of the waste heap in rummy or a card turned face up in stud poker.













upcast

 
/ˈəpˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a shaft through which air leaves a mine.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cast (something) upward


(as 
adj.

 
upcast

 )


•
 
upcast light.



















upcharge

 
/ˈəpCHärj/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a charge or payment that is additional to the usual or basic price; a surcharge




•
 
a gluten-free crust option is available for a small upcharge on all pizzas.



















upchuck

 
/ˈəpˌCHək /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb




vomit


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
don't let her upchuck on him




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I almost upchucked my toasted marshmallows.














II.
 
noun




matter vomited from the stomach.













up-close

 
/ˌəpˈklōs/





I.
 
adverb




at very close range




•
 
he was able to experience glaciers calving up-close.














II.
 
adjective




showing or allowing considerable detail




•
 
an up-close look at a panorama of products and services.



















upcoast

 
/ˌəpˈkōst/






adverb, adjective




further up the coast.













upcode

 
/ˌəpˈkōd/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
assign an inaccurate billing code to (a medical procedure or treatment) to increase reimbursement




•
 
if you are asked to upcode drug charges to increase reimbursement, will you refuse to do so or go along with the flow?




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
auditors discovered that they had been upcoding for years.



















upcoming

 
/ˈəpˌkəmiNG/






adjective




forthcoming; about to happen




•
 
the upcoming election.



















upcountry

 
/ˈəpˌkəntrē/






adverb, adjective




in or toward the interior of a country; inland


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
she comes from somewhere upcountry




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a little upcountry town.



















upcycle

 
/ˈəpˌsīkəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
reuse (discarded objects or material) in such a way as to create a product of a higher quality or value than the original




•
 
the opportunity to upcycle trash, or turn it into new products, was vast.




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upcycled

 )
 
upcyled furniture.

















– origin

 1990s: blend of up-
 and recycle
 .





update





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəpˈdāt ˈəpˌdāt /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) more modern or up to date




•
 
security measures are continually updated and improved




•
 (as 
adj.

 
updated

 )
 
an updated list of subscribers.










2.
 
give (someone) the latest information about something




•
 
the reporter promised to keep the viewers updated.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌdāt /



1.
 
an act of bringing something or someone up to date, or an updated version of something




•
 
an update on recently published crime figures.














III.
 
derivatives





updatable






adjective




(
 — 

[Computing]























Updike, John

 
/ˈəpˌdīk/






(1932–2009), US novelist, poet, and short-story writer; full name 
John Hoyer Updike

 . He is noted for his quartet of novels 
Rabbit, Run

 (1960), 
Rabbit Redux

 (1971), 
Rabbit is Rich

 (1981), and 
Rabbit at Rest

 (1990), the last two earning him Pulitzer Prizes. Other novels include 
The Witches of Eastwick

 (1984) and 
S

 (1998).









updo

 
/ˈəpdo͞o/






noun






‹informal›

 a women's hairstyle in which the hair is swept up and fastened away from the face and neck.













updoming

 
/ˈəpˌdōmiNG/






noun






[Geology]

 the upward deformation of a rock mass into a dome shape.













updraft

 
/ˈəpˌdraft /

 


‹Brit.›

 updraught






noun




an upward current or draft of air.













upend

 
/ˌəpˈend/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
set or turn (something) on its end or upside down




•
 
Kitty upended her purse, dumping out all her money




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upended

 )
 
an upended box.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a swimming duck or other waterbird) submerge the head and foreparts in order to feed, so that the tail is raised in the air.













upfield

 
/ˌəpˈfēld/






adverb, adjective






[Football]

 another term for downfield
 .













upflung

 
/ˈəpˌfləNG/






adjective






‹chiefly literary›

 (especially of limbs) flung upward, especially in a gesture of helplessness or alarm.













upfront

 
/ˌəpˈfrənt /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
adverb

 — (usu. 
up front

 )


1.
 
at the front; in front




•
 
I was sitting up front.










2.
 
(of a payment) in advance




•
 
the salesmen are paid commission up front.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
bold, honest, and frank




•
 
he'd been upfront about his intentions.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a payment) made in advance.




3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 at the front or the most prominent position




•
 
a literary weekly with an upfront section modeled on 
The New Yorker

 .



















upgrade





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈəpˌɡrād ˌəpˈɡrād /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (something) to a higher standard, in particular improve (equipment or machinery) by adding or replacing components




•
 
the cost of upgrading each workstation is around $300




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upgraded

 )
 
upgraded computers.










2.
 
raise (an employee) to a higher grade or rank.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌɡrād /



1.
 
an act of upgrading something.




2.
 
an improved or more modern version of something, especially a piece of computing equipment.








III.
 
phrases





on the upgrade






improving; progressing.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
upgradability

 
/ˌəpˌɡrādəˈbilitē /

 
upgradeability






noun













2.
 
upgradable

 
/ˌəpˈɡrādəbəl /

 
upgradeable






adjective





















upgrowth

 
/ˈəpˌɡrōTH/






noun



1.
 
the process or result of growing upward.




2.
 
an upward growth.













upheaval

 
/ˌəpˈhēvəl/






noun



1.
 
a violent or sudden change or disruption to something




•
 
major upheavals in the financial markets




•
 
times of political upheaval.










2.
 
an upward displacement of part of the earth's crust.













upheave

 
/ˌəpˈhēv/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 heave or lift up (something, especially part of the earth's surface)




•
 
the area was first upheaved from the primeval ocean.



















uphill





I.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˌəpˈhil /



1.
 
in an ascending direction up a hill or slope




•
 
follow the track uphill.














II.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˈəpˌhil /



1.
 
sloping upward; ascending




•
 
the journey is slightly uphill.










2.
 
requiring great effort; difficult




•
 
an uphill struggle to gain worldwide recognition.














III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌhil /



1.
 
an upward slope.














uphold

 
/ˌəpˈhōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
confirm or support (something that has been questioned)




•
 
the court upheld his claim for damages.










2.
 
maintain (a custom or practice)




•
 
many furniture makers uphold the tradition of fine design.














II.
 
derivatives





upholder

 
/ˌəpˈhōldər /






noun





















upholster

 
/əpˈhōlstər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (furniture) with a soft, padded covering




•
 
the chairs were upholstered in red velvet




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upholstered

 )
 
an upholstered stool.










2.
 
cover the walls or furniture in (a room) with textiles.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from upholsterer
 .






upholsterer

 
/əpˈhōlstərər/





I.
 
noun




a person who upholsters furniture, especially professionally.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from the obsolete noun 
upholster

 (from uphold
 in the obsolete sense ‘keep in repair’) + -ster
 .





upholstery

 
/əpˈhōlst(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
soft, padded textile covering that is fixed to furniture such as armchairs and sofas.




2.
 
the art or practice of fitting padded coverings to chairs or sofas.













UPI






abbreviation




United Press International.













Upjohn, Richard

 
/ˈəpˌjän/






(1802–78), US architect; born in England. He is best known for his buildings, such as Trinity Church 1839–46 in New York City, that are designed in Gothic Revival style.









upkeep

 
/ˈəpˌkēp/






noun



1.
 
the process of keeping something in good condition




•
 
we will be responsible for the upkeep of the access road.










2.
 
financial or material support of a person or animal




•
 
payments for the children's upkeep.



















upland

 
/ˈəplənd ˈəpˌland/






noun

 — (also 
uplands

 )


1.
 
an area of high or hilly land




•
 
conservation of areas of upland.



















Upland

 
/ˈəplənd/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles and north of Ontario; pop. 72,091 (est. 2008).









upland cotton






noun




cotton of a type grown in the US that typically yields medium- and short-staple forms of cotton.

[
Gossypium hirsutum

 var. 
latifolium

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]













upland sandpiper






noun




a North American sandpiper that breeds on upland fields. Also called 
upland plover

 .

[
Bartramia longicauda

 .]














uplift





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəpˈlift /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
uplifted

 )
 — lift (something) up; raise




•
 
her uplifted face.










2.
 
(
be uplifted

 )
 — (of an island, mountain, etc.) be created by an upward movement of the earth's surface.




3.
 
(often as 
adj.

 
uplifted

 )
 — elevate or stimulate (someone) morally or spiritually




•
 
people leave my shows feeling uplifted.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌlift /



1.
 
an act of raising something.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the upward movement of part of the earth's surface.




3.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — support, especially for a woman's bust, from a garment




•
 
an uplift bra.










4.
 
a morally or spiritually elevating influence




•
 
their love will prove an enormous uplift.














III.
 
derivatives





uplifter

 
/ˌəpˈliftər /






noun





















uplifting

 
/əpˈliftiNG/






adjective




morally or spiritually elevating; inspiring happiness or hope




•
 
an uplifting tune.



















uplight

 
/ˈəplīt /

 
uplighter





I.
 
noun




a light placed or designed to throw illumination upward.








II.
 
derivatives





uplighting






noun





















uplink

 
/ˈəpˌliNGk/





I.
 
noun




a communications link to a satellite.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide (someone) with or send (something) by satellite link




•
 
I can uplink fax transmissions to a satellite.




















upload

 

‹Computing›






I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈəpˌlōd ˌəpˈlōd /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
transfer (data) from one computer to another, typically to one that is larger or remote from the user or functioning as a server.




•
 
you can upload your prepared text.




•
 
software is uploaded and downloaded.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌlōd /



1.
 
an act or process of uploading data




•
 
they are also adding the ability to pause an upload if you need to go off and do something else




•
 
the site allowed the upload of videos.










2.
 
a file or set of files that has been uploaded




•
 
an upload of the track is streaming below.



















upmarket

 
/ˌəpˈmärkət /

 

‹chiefly Brit.›






I.
 
adjective




relatively expensive and designed to appeal to affluent consumers




•
 
an upmarket ski resort




•
 
upmarket boutiques.














II.
 
adverb




towards the more expensive or affluent sector of the market




•
 
the pub seems to have forgotten its local community in a quest to go upmarket.



















upmost

 
/ˈəpˌmōst/






adjective




another term for uppermost
 .














upon

 
/əˈpän/





I.
 
preposition




more formal term for on
 , esp. in abstract senses:




•
 
it was based upon two principles




•
 
a school's dependence upon parental support.

















– origin

 Middle English: from up
 + on
 , suggested by Old Norse 
upp á

 . / 
usage:

 The preposition 
upon

 has the same core meaning as the preposition 
on

 . 
Upon

 is sometimes more formal than 
on

 , however, and is preferred in the phrases once upon a time and upon my word, and in uses such as row upon row of seats and Christmas is almost upon us.





upper1


 
/ˈəpər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
situated above another part




•
 
his upper arm




•
 
the upper atmosphere.










2.
 
higher in position or status




•
 
the upper end of the social scale.










3.
 
situated on higher ground.




4.
 
situated to the north


[in 
place names

 ]


•
 
Upper California.










5.
 


[Geology]

 
[Archaeology]

 denoting a younger (and hence usually shallower) part of a stratigraphic division or archaeological deposit or the period in which it was formed or deposited




•
 
the Upper Paleolithic age.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of a boot or shoe above the sole.




2.
 
(
uppers

 )
 — upper dentures or teeth.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have (or gain) the upper hand






have or gain advantage or control over someone or something.









2.
 
on one's uppers








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 extremely short of money.















– origin

 Middle English: from the adjective up
 + -er
 2
 .





upper2


 
/ˈəpər/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
uppers

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a stimulating drug, especially amphetamine.











– origin

 1960s: from the verb up
 + -er
 1
 .





Upper Canada






the mainly English-speaking region of Canada north of the Great Lakes and west of the Ottawa River, in what is now southern Ontario.










uppercase

 
/ˈəpərˌkās /

 
upper case





I.
 
noun




capital letters as opposed to small letters (lowercase)




•
 
the keywords must be in uppercase




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
uppercase letters.

















– origin

 referring originally to two type cases positioned on an angled stand, the case containing the capital letters being higher and further away from the compositor.





upper chamber






noun




another term for upper house
 .














upper class

 
/ˈəpər klas/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the social group that has the highest status in society, especially the aristocracy.








II.
 
adjective

 — (
upper-class

 )


1.
 
relating to the group that has the highest status in society




•
 
upper-class accents.



















upperclassman

 
/ˌəpərˈklasmən/






noun






(US)

 a junior or senior in high school or college.













upper crust

 
//






noun

 — (
the upper crust

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the upper classes.













uppercut

 
/ˈəpərˌkət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a punch delivered with an upward motion and the arm bent.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 an upward batting stroke, typically resulting in a fly ball.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit with an uppercut.













Upper Darby

 
/ˌəpər ˈdärbē/






a township in southern Pennsylvania, southwest of Philadelphia; pop. 78,443 (est. 2008).










upper house

 
/ˈəpər houz/






noun



1.
 
the smaller house in a bicameral legislature or parliament.




2.
 
(
the Upper House

 )
 — (in the UK) the House of Lords.













upper middle class





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the social group between the upper and the middle class, made up of well-paid professionals, managers, and their families.




•
 
the growth of white-collar employment has accounted for the expansion of the upper middle class.




•
 
the social pattern of marrying later in life had originally been confined to the upper middle classes.














II.
 
adjective




relating to the upper middle class.




•
 
she seemed a typical product of her upper-middle-class background.




















uppermost

 
/ˈəpərˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective




highest in place, rank, or importance




•
 
the uppermost windows




•
 
her father was uppermost in her mind.














II.
 
adverb




at or to the highest or most important position




•
 
investors put environmental concerns uppermost on their list.




















Upper Peninsula

 
UP






the northern section of Michigan that is separated from the southern part of the state by Lake Michigan, the Straits of Mackinac, and Lake Huron. Lake Superior is to the north.









upper regions






plural noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 the sky or heavens.













upper school

 
/ˈəpər sko͞ol/






noun



1.
 
a secondary school for children aged from about fourteen upward, generally following on from a middle school.




2.
 
the section of a school that comprises or caters to the older students.














Upper Volta

 
/ˌəpər ˈvôltə/






former name (until 1984) for Burkina Faso
 .









uppish

 
/ˈəpiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 arrogantly self-assertive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uppishly






adverb













2.
 
uppishness

 
/ˈəpiSHnəs /






noun





















uppity

 
/ˈəpədē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 self-important; arrogant




•
 
an uppity sister-in-law.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: a fanciful formation from up
 .





Uppsala

 
/o͝opˈsälə/






a city in eastern Sweden; pop. 190,668 (2008).









upraise

 
/ˌəpˈrāz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
raise (something) to a higher level




•
 
concentration upraises things




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upraised

 )
 
an upraised arm.



















upright

 
/ˈəpˌrīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
vertical; erect




•
 
the posts must be in an upright position.










2.
 
(of a piano) having vertical strings.




3.
 
greater in height than breadth




•
 
an upright freezer.










4.
 
denoting a device designed to be used in a vertical position




•
 
an upright vacuum cleaner.










5.
 
(of a person or their behavior) strictly honorable or honest




•
 
an upright member of the community.














II.
 
adverb




in or into a vertical position




•
 
she was sitting upright in bed.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a post or rod fixed vertically, especially as a structural support




•
 
the stone uprights of the parapet.










2.
 
(
uprights

 )
 — 

[Football]

 the vertical posts extending up from the crossbar of the goalpost, between which a field goal must pass to score.




3.
 
an upright piano.








IV.
 
derivatives





uprightly

 
/ˈəpˌrītlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
upriht

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
oprecht

 and German 
aufrecht

 (see up
 , right
 ).





uprightness

 
/ˈəpˌrītnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state of being in a vertical position.




•
 
steadying himself, he slowly managed to achieve a state of relative uprightness.










2.
 
the condition or quality of being honorable or honest; rectitude




•
 
there is a general lack of uprightness in these postmodern times.




















uprise

 
/ˌəpˈrīz/






verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 rise to a standing or elevated position




•
 
bright and red uprose the morning sun.



















uprising

 
/ˈəpˌrīziNG/






noun




an act of resistance or rebellion; a revolt




•
 
an armed uprising.



















upriver

 
/ˌəpˈrivər/






adverb, adjective




toward or situated at a point nearer the source of a river


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the salmon head upriver to spawn




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
they headed for the upriver side.



















uproar

 
/ˈəpˌrôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud and impassioned noise or disturbance




•
 
the room was in an uproar




•
 
the assembly dissolved in uproar.










2.
 
a public expression of protest or outrage




•
 
it caused an uproar in the press.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
uproer

 , from 
op

 ‘up’ + 
roer

 ‘confusion,’ assimilated to roar
 .





uproarious

 
/ˌəpˈrôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by or provoking loud noise or uproar




•
 
an uproarious party.










2.
 
provoking loud laughter; very funny.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uproariously

 
/ˌəpˈrôrēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
uproariousness






noun





















uproot

 
/ˌəpˈro͞ot ˌəpˈro͝ot/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull (something, especially a tree or plant) out of the ground




•
 
the elephant's trunk is powerful enough to uproot trees.










2.
 
eradicate; destroy




•
 
a revolution is necessary to uproot the social order.










3.
 
move (someone) from their home or a familiar location




•
 
my father traveled constantly and uprooted his family several times.














II.
 
derivatives





uprooter






noun





















uprose

 
/ˌəpˈrōz/






past of uprise
 .









uprush

 
/ˈəpˌrəSH/






noun




a sudden upward surge or flow, especially of a feeling




•
 
an uprush of joy.



















UPS






abbreviation




uninterruptible power supply.













ups and downs






plural noun



1.
 
a succession of both good and bad experiences




•
 
I have my ups and downs.










2.
 
rises and falls, especially in the value or success of something




•
 
the ups and downs of the market.



















upscale

 
/ˌəpˈskāl ˈəpˌskāl /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective




relatively expensive and designed to appeal to affluent consumers




•
 
Hawaii's upscale boutique hotels.














II.
 
adverb




towards the more expensive or affluent sector of the market




•
 
once known as the low-cost cousin of beef, fish has moved upscale.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
increase the size or scale of




•
 
for the most part games are upscaled to fit your TV screen




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upscaled

 )
 
an upscaled version of the image.










2.
 
raise the standard or quality of




•
 
we wanted to upscale the decor.



















upset





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəpˈset /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) unhappy, disappointed, or worried




•
 
the accusation upset her




•
 (as 
adj.

 
upsetting

 )
 
a painful and upsetting divorce.










2.
 
knock (something) over




•
 
he upset a tureen of soup.










3.
 
cause disorder in (something); disrupt




•
 
the dam will upset the ecological balance.










4.
 
disturb the digestion of (a person's stomach); cause (someone) to feel nauseous or unwell.




5.
 
(often as 
noun

 
upsetting

 )
 — shorten and thicken the end or edge of (a metal bar, wheel rim, or other object), especially by hammering or pressure when heated.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpset /



1.
 
a state of being unhappy, disappointed, or worried




•
 
domestic upsets




•
 
a legal dispute will cause worry and upset.










2.
 
an unexpected result or situation, especially in a sports competition




•
 
they caused one of last season's biggest upsets by winning 27–15.










3.
 
a disturbance of a person's digestive system




•
 
a stomach upset.














III.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌəpˈset /



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — unhappy, disappointed, or worried




•
 
she looked pale and upset.










2.
 
(of a person's stomach) having disturbed digestion, especially because of something eaten.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
upsetter

 
/ˌəpˈsetər /






noun













2.
 
upsettingly






adverb





















upset price

 
/ˈəpset ˌprīs/






noun




the lowest acceptable selling price for a property in an auction; a reserve price.













upshift

 
/ˈəpˌSHift/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change to a higher gear in a motor vehicle.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — increase




•
 
stricter driving laws that upshifted the penalties for drunken driving.














II.
 
noun




a change to a higher gear.













upshot

 
/ˈəpˌSHät/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the final or eventual outcome or conclusion of a discussion, action, or series of events




•
 
the upshot of the meeting was that he was on the next plane to New York.



















upside

 
/ˈəpˌsīd/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the positive or favorable aspect of something.




2.
 
an upward movement of stock prices.








II.
 
phrases





upside the head






on the side of head




•
 
she slapped him upside the head.























upside down

 
/ˈˌəpˌsīd ˈdoun/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
with the upper part where the lower part should be; in an inverted position


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
the bar staff put the chairs upside down on the tables




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an upside-down canoe.










2.
 
in or into total disorder or confusion


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
burglars have 
turned

 our house 
upside down

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: originally 
up so down

 , perhaps in the sense ‘up as if down.’





upside-down cake






noun




a cake that is baked over a layer of fruit in syrup and inverted for serving.













upsilon

 
/ˈ(y)o͝opsəˌlän ˈəpsəˌlän/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twentieth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Υ

 , 
υ

 ), transliterated in the traditional Latin style as ‘y’ (as in 
cycle

 ) or in the modern style as ‘u’ (as in the etymologies of this dictionary).




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Upsilon

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the twentieth star in a constellation




•
 
Upsilon Scorpii.










3.
 
(also 
upsilon particle

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 a meson thought to contain a 
b

 quark bound to its antiparticle, produced in particle accelerators.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: Greek, literally ‘plain or simple U,’ from 
psilos

 ‘plain,’ referring to the need to distinguish upsilon from the diphthong 
oi

 : in late Greek the two had (and in modern Greek still have) the same pronunciation.





upsize

 
/ˌəpˈsīz/






verb




increase or cause to increase in size or complexity.













upskill

 
/ˈəpˌskil/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
teach (an employee) additional skills




•
 
this is an opportunity to upskill staff and expand their capabilities.




•
 (as 
noun

 
upskilling

 )
 
the upskilling of the labor force.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an employee) learn additional skills




•
 
they will provide grants of up to 75% for staff who decide to upskill.



















upslope





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌslōp /



1.
 
an upward slope.








II.
 
adverb, adjective

 — 
/ˌəpˈslōp /



1.
 
at or toward a higher point on a slope.













upstage

 
/ˌəpˈstāj/





I.
 
adverb, adjective



1.
 
at or toward the back of a theater stage


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
Hamlet turns to face upstage




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
an upstage exit.










2.
 
[as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 superior; aloof.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divert attention from (someone) toward oneself; outshine




•
 
they were totally upstaged by their costar in the film.










2.
 
(of an actor) move toward the back of a stage to make (another actor) face away from the audience.













upstairs

 
/ˌəpˈsterz/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
on or to an upper floor of a building




•
 
I tiptoed upstairs.










2.
 
used to refer to someone's mental health




•
 
is he, uh, all right upstairs?














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
situated on an upper floor




•
 
an upstairs bedroom.














III.
 
noun




an upper floor




•
 
she was cleaning the upstairs.














IV.
 
phrases





the man upstairs






a humorous name for God.

















upstanding

 
/ˌəpˈstandiNG/






adjective



1.
 
honest; respectable




•
 
an upstanding member of the community.










2.
 
standing up; erect




•
 
upstanding feathered plumes.



















upstart

 
/ˈəpˌstärt/






noun






‹derogatory›

 a person who has risen suddenly to wealth or high position, especially one who behaves arrogantly




•
 
the upstarts who dare to challenge the legitimacy of his rule




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
an upstart leader.



















upstate

 
/ˌəpˈstāt /

 

‹US›






I.
 
adjective, adverb




of, in, or to the northern part of a state, especially when regarded as remote from the state's large cities


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the Watermans bought 27 acres in upstate Vermont.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an upstate area




•
 
visiting farmers from upstate.










2.
 
(also 
Upstate

 )
 — in New York, parts of the state north of New York City, thought of as distinct culturally and politically




•
 
Concord table grapes from upstate




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the small community college in upstate New York.














III.
 
derivatives





upstater






noun





















upstream

 
/ˌəpˈstrēm/






adverb, adjective



1.
 
moving or situated in the opposite direction from that in which a stream or river flows; nearer to the source


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
a salmon swimming upstream




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the upstream stretch of the Platte.










2.
 


[Biology]

 situated in or toward the part of a sequence of genetic material where transcription takes place earlier than at a given point.




3.
 
at a stage in the process of gas or oil extraction and production before the raw material is ready for refining.













upstroke

 
/ˈəpˌstrōk/






noun




a stroke made upward




•
 
the upstroke of the whale's tail.



















upsurge

 
/ˈəpˌsərj/






noun




an upward surge in the strength or quantity of something; an increase




•
 
an upsurge in violent crime.



















upsweep





I.
 
verb

 — 
/ˌəpˈswēp /
 [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be arranged in an upswept fashion.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — sweep upward.








II.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌswēp /



1.
 
an upward rise or sweep




•
 
the gentle upsweep of the city wall.










2.
 
a marked rise in activity




•
 
catching the market at the start of its upsweep.










3.
 
an upswept hairdo.













upswell

 
/ˈəpˌswel/






noun




an increase or upsurge.














upswept

 
/ˌəpˈswept/






adjective



1.
 
curved, sloping, or directed upward




•
 
an upswept mustache.










2.
 
(of the hair) brushed or held upward and off the face




•
 
an elegant upswept style.



















upswing

 
/ˈəpˌswiNG/






noun




an increase in strength or quantity; an upward trend




•
 
cigar smoking has been 
on the upswing

 .




















upsy-daisy

 
/ˈəpsē ˌdāzē /

 
ups-a-daisy
 , upsa-daisy





I.
 
exclamation




used to express encouragement to a child who has fallen or is being lifted.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: alteration of earlier 
up-a-daisy

 ; compare with lackadaisical
 .





uptake

 
/ˈəpˌtāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of taking up or making use of something that is available




•
 
a recent uptake in cigar smoking




•
 
the uptake and usage of computers.










2.
 
the taking in or absorption of a substance by a living organism or bodily organ




•
 
the uptake of glucose into the muscles.










3.
 
a pipe or flue leading air, smoke, or gases up to a chimney.








II.
 
phrases





be quick (or slow) on the uptake








‹informal›

 be quick (or slow) to understand something.

















uptalk

 
/ˈəpˌtôk/






noun




a manner of speaking in which declarative sentences are uttered with rising intonation at the end, as if they were questions.













uptempo

 
/ˈəpˌtempō/






adjective, adverb






[Music]

 played with a fast or increased tempo


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
uptempo guitar work.



















upthrow

 
/ˈəpˌTHrō /

 

‹Geology›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
upthrown

 )


1.
 
displace (a body of rock) upward on one side of a fault relative to the other.








II.
 
noun




an upward displacement of a body of rock on one side of a fault.













upthrust

 
/ˈəpˌTHrəst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physics]

 the upward force that a liquid or gas exerts on a body floating in it.




2.
 


[Physics]

 
[Geology]

 another term for uplift
 .




3.
 


[Physics]

 an upward thrust




•
 
the upthrust of Manhattan skyscrapers.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
upthrust

 )


1.
 
thrust (something) upward




•
 
Turco's upthrust beard.



















uptick

 
/ˈəptik/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small increase.













uptight

 
/ˌəpˈtīt/






adjective






‹informal›

 anxious or angry in a tense and overly controlled way




•
 
don't get so uptight about everything.



















uptime

 
/ˈəpˌtīm/






noun




time during which a machine, especially a computer, is in operation.













up to date






adjective



1.
 
incorporating the latest developments and trends




•
 
a modern, up-to-date hospital.










2.
 
incorporating or aware of the latest information




•
 
the book will keep you up to date.



















up-to-the-minute

 
/ˈˌəp tə T͟Hə ˈminit/






adjective




incorporating the very latest information or developments




•
 
an up-to-the-minute news broadcast.



















uptown

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
adjective

 — 
/ˌəpˈtoun /



1.
 
of, in, or characteristic of the residential area of a city or town.




2.
 
of or characteristic of an affluent area or people




•
 
I don't pay uptown prices.














II.
 
adverb

 — 
/ˌəpˈtoun /



1.
 
in or into an uptown area.








III.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəptoun /



1.
 
a residential area in a town or city.








IV.
 
derivatives





uptowner

 
/ˌəpˈtounər /






noun





















uptrend

 
/ˈəpˌtrend/






noun




an upward tendency.













upturn





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈəpˌtərn /



1.
 
an improvement or upward trend, especially in economic conditions or someone's fortunes




•
 
an upturn in the economy.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈəpˌtərn /
 [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
upturned

 )


1.
 
turn (something) upward or upside down




•
 
a sea of upturned faces.



















uPVC






abbreviation




unplasticized polyvinyl chloride, a rigid, chemically resistant form of PVC used for piping, window frames, and other structures.













upvote

 
/ˈəpˌvōt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in an online context) register approval of or agreement with (a post or poster) by means of a particular icon




•
 
I wish people would upvote comments they agree with instead of typing the exact same thing a hundred more times




•
 
you've missed the point entirely, as have the people who upvoted you.














II.
 
noun




(in an online context) an instance of using a particular icon to register approval of or agreement with a post or poster




•
 
the image proved hugely popular on Reddit, receiving nearly 30,000 upvotes




•
 
looking at the upvotes you received, it makes me wonder what happened to critical thinking in our society.



















upward

 
/ˈəpwərd/





I.
 
adverb




toward a higher place, point, or level




•
 
she peered upward at the sky.














II.
 
adjective




moving, pointing, or leading to a higher place, point, or level




•
 
an upward trend in sales.














III.
 
phrases





upwards (or upward) of






more than




•
 
upwards of 3,500 copies




•
 
Gooden can throw the ball at upward of 95 miles per hour.


















IV.
 
derivatives





upwardly

 
/ˈəpwərdlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
upweard(es)

 (see up
 , -ward
 ).





upwardly mobile

 
/ˌəpwərdlē ˈmōb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




moving to a higher social class; acquiring wealth and status.








II.
 
derivatives





upward mobility

 
/ˌəpwərd ˌmōˈbilədē /






noun





















upweight

 
/ˌəpˈwāt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give increased importance, rank or weighting to




•
 
some advertisers upweighted TV, while others upweighted press.










2.
 


[Finance]

 increase the proportion of (an asset or asset class) in a portfolio or fund




•
 
an opportunity to upweight equities where feasible within your risk profile.



















upwelling

 
/ˌəpˈweliNG/





I.
 
noun




a rising of seawater, magma, or other liquid.








II.
 
adjective




(especially of emotion) building up or gathering strength




•
 
upwelling grief.



















upwind

 
/ˌəpˈwind/






adverb, adjective




against the direction of the wind


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
you learn how to sail upwind




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
the upwind wing tip.



















Ur

 
/ər, o͝or/






an ancient Sumerian city, formerly on the Euphrates River, in southern Iraq. One of the oldest cities in Mesopotamia, dating from the 4th millennium 
BC

 , it reached its zenith in the late 3rd millennium 
BC

 .









ur-





I.
 
combining form




primitive; original; earliest




•
 
urtext.

















– origin

 from German.





uracil

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌsil/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound found in living tissue as a constituent base of RNA. In DNA its place is taken by thymine.

[A pyrimidine derivative; chem. formula: C4
 H4
 N2
 O2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
ur(ea)

 + 
ac(etic)

 + -il
 .





uraeus

 
/yo͝oˈrēəs/





I.
 
noun




a representation of a sacred serpent as an emblem of supreme power, worn on the headdresses of ancient Egyptian deities and sovereigns.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ouraios

 , representing the Egyptian word for ‘cobra.’





Ural-Altaic

 
/ˌyo͝orəlalˈtāik/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting a hypothetical language group formerly proposed to include both the Uralic and the Altaic languages.













Uralic

 
/yo͝oˈralik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting a family of languages spoken from northern Scandinavia to western Siberia, comprising the Finno-Ugric and Samoyedic groups.




2.
 
of or relating to the Ural Mountains or the surrounding areas.








II.
 
noun




the Uralic languages collectively.













Ural Mountains

 
/ˌyo͝orəl ˈmount(ə)nz /

 
the Urals






a mountain range in Russia that extends 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from the Arctic Ocean to the Aral Sea. It forms part of the conventional boundary between Europe and Asia.









Ural River

 
/ˌyo͝orəl ˈrivər/






a river, 1,575 miles (2,534 km) long, that rises at the southern end of the Ural Mountains in western Russia and flows through western Kazakhstan to the Caspian Sea at Atyraū.










Urania

 
/yo͝oˈrānēə /

 

‹Greek & Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the Muse of astronomy.







– origin

 Greek, literally ‘heavenly (female).’





Uranian1


 
/yo͝oˈrānēən/






adjective




of or relating to the planet Uranus.













Uranian2


 
/yo͝oˈrānēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to heaven; celestial.




2.
 


‹literary›

 homosexual.

[late 19th cent.: with allusion to a reference to Aphrodite in Plato's 
Symposium

 .]








II.
 
noun




a homosexual.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Urania
 + -an
 .





uraninite

 
/yo͝oˈrānəˌnīt, -ˈranə-/





I.
 
noun




a black, gray, or brown mineral that consists mainly of uranium dioxide and is the chief ore of uranium.


pitchblende
 is a variety of uraninite.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from urano-
 2
 + -ite
 1
 .






uranium

 
/yo͝oˈrānēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
U

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 92, a gray, dense radioactive metal used as a fuel in nuclear reactors.

Uranium is a chemically reactive metal belonging to the actinide series. Becquerel discovered radioactivity in uranium in 1896, and its capacity to undergo fission led to its use as a source of energy, though the fissile isotope, uranium-235, has to be separated from the more common uranium-238 before it can be used in nuclear weapons. The atom bomb exploded over Hiroshima in 1945 contained uranium-235.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Uranus
 + -ium
 .





urano-1






I.
 
combining form




relating to the heavens




•
 
uranography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ouranos

 ‘heavens, sky.’






urano-2







combining form




representing uranium
 .













uranography

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the branch of astronomy concerned with describing and mapping the heavens.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uranographer






noun













2.
 
uranographic

 
/-nəˈɡrafik /






adjective






















Uranus

 
/ˈyo͝orənəs yo͝oˈrānəs/





I.
 


[Greek Mythology]

 a personification of heaven or the sky, the most ancient of the Greek gods and first ruler of the universe. He was overthrown and castrated by his son Cronus.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 a distant planet of the solar system, seventh in order from the sun, discovered by William Herschel in 1781.

Uranus orbits between Jupiter and Neptune at an average distance of 1,785 million miles (2,872 million km) from the sun. It has an equatorial diameter of 31,763 miles (51,118 km) and is one of the gas giants. The planet is bluish-green in color, having an upper atmosphere consisting almost entirely of hydrogen and helium. There are at least seventeen satellites, the largest of which are Oberon and Titania, and a faint ring system.









uranyl

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌnil/





I.
 
noun

 — [as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the cation UO2
 2+
 , present in some compounds of uranium




•
 
uranyl acetate.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from uranium
 + -yl
 .





Urartian

 
/o͝oˈrärdēən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the ancient kingdom of Urartu in eastern Anatolia (
c.

 1500–585 
BC

 ).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of ancient Urartu.




2.
 
the language of Urartu, related to Hurrian.













urate

 
/ˈyo͝orˌāt/






noun




a salt or ester of uric acid.














urban

 
/ˈərbən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
in, relating to, or characteristic of a city or town




•
 
the urban population.










2.
 
(also 
urban contemporary

 )
 — denoting or relating to popular dance music of black origin




•
 
a party that features the best in urban music.










3.
 
denoting popular black culture in general.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
urbanus

 , from 
urbs

 , 
urb-

 ‘city.’





Urbana

 
/ərˈbanə/






an industrial and commercial city in east central Illinois; pop. 39,641 (est. 2008).









Urbandale

 
/ˈərbənˌdāl/






a city in south central Iowa, a northwestern suburb of Des Moines; pop. 38,369 (est. 2008).









urbane

 
/ərˈbān/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, especially a man) suave, courteous, and refined in manner.








II.
 
derivatives





urbanely

 
/ərˈbānlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘urban’): from French 
urbain

 or Latin 
urbanus

 (see urban
 ).





urban forest






noun




a densely wooded area located in a city.













urbanism

 
/ˈərbəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
the lifestyle of city dwellers.




2.
 
urbanization.













urbanist

 
/ˈərbənist/






noun




an advocate of or expert in city planning.













urbanite

 
/ˈərbəˌnīt/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who lives in a city or town.













urbanity

 
/ˌərˈbanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
suavity, courteousness, and refinement of manner.




2.
 
urban life.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French 
urbanité

 or Latin 
urbanitas

 , from 
urbanus

 ‘belonging to the city’ (see urban
 ).





urbanize

 
/ˈərbəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb




make or become urban in character


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
once an agrarian society, the island has recently been urbanized




•
 (as 
adj.

 
urbanized

 )
 
urbanized areas.














II.
 
derivatives





urbanization

 
/ˌərbənəˈzāSHən ˌərbəˌnīˈzāSHən /






noun





















urban legend

 
/ˈərbən ˈlejənd /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 urban myth






noun




a humorous or horrific story or piece of information circulated as though true, especially one purporting to involve someone vaguely related or known to the teller.













urban renewal

 
/ˈərbən rəˈn(y)o͞oəl rēˈn(y)o͞oəl/






noun




the redevelopment of areas within a large city, typically involving the clearance of slums.













urban sprawl

 
/ˈərbən sprôl/






noun




the uncontrolled expansion of urban areas.













urbs

 
/ərbz/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly literary›

 the city, especially as a symbol of harsh or busy modern life.











– origin

 Latin.





URC






abbreviation




United Reformed Church.













urchin

 
/ˈərCHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mischievous young child, especially one who is poorly or raggedly dressed.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a goblin.




3.
 
short for sea urchin
 .




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹chiefly dialect›

 a hedgehog.











– origin

 Middle English 
hirchon

 , 
urchon

 ‘hedgehog,’ from Old Northern French 
herichon

 , based on Latin 
hericius

 ‘hedgehog.’





Urdu

 
/ˈo͝ordo͞o ˈərdo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a form of Hindustani written in Persian script, with many loanwords from Persian and Arabic. It is an official language of Pakistan and is widely used in India and elsewhere.











– origin

 from Persian 
(zabān-i-)urdū

 ‘(language of the) camp’ (because it developed after the Muslim invasions as a lingua franca between the occupying armies and the local people of the region around Delhi), 
urdū

 being from Turkic 
ordu

 (see horde
 ).






-ure





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting an action, process, or result




•
 
censure




•
 
closure




•
 
scripture.










3.
 
denoting an office or function




•
 
judicature.










4.
 
denoting a collective




•
 
legislature.

















– origin

 from Old French 
-ure

 , from Latin 
-ura

 .






urea

 
/yo͝oˈrēə/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a colorless crystalline compound that is the main nitrogenous breakdown product of protein metabolism in mammals and is excreted in urine.

[Chem. formula: CO(NH2
 )2
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from French 
urée

 , from Greek 
ouron

 ‘urine.’





ureaplasma

 
/yo͝oˌrēəˈplazmə/






noun




a small bacterium related to the mycoplasmas, characterized by the ability to metabolize urea.

[Genus 
Ureaplasma

 , order 
Mycoplasmatales

 .]













urease

 
/ˈyo͝orēāz/






noun




a naturally occurring enzyme that hydrolyzes urea into ammonium carbonate.













ureide

 
/ˈyo͝orēˌīd, -id/






noun






[Chemistry]

 any of a group of compounds that are acyl derivatives of urea.













uremia

 
/yo͝oˈrēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 uraemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a raised level in the blood of urea and other nitrogenous waste compounds that are normally eliminated by the kidneys.








II.
 
derivatives





uremic

 
/yo͝oˈrēmik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
ouron

 ‘urine’ + 
haima

 ‘blood.’






ureter

 
/ˈyo͝orədər yo͝oˈrētər/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the duct by which urine passes from the kidney to the bladder or cloaca.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ureteral

 
/yo͝oˈrēdərəl /






adjective













2.
 
ureteric

 
/ˌyo͝oriˈterik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
uretère

 or modern Latin 
ureter

 , from Greek 
ourētēr

 , from 
ourein

 ‘urinate.’





urethane

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌTHān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound used in making pesticides and fungicides, and formerly as an anesthetic.

[Alternative name: 
ethyl carbamate

 ; chem. formula: CO(NH2
 )OC2
 H5
 .]




2.
 


[Chemistry]

 short for polyurethane
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
uréthane

 (see urea
 , ethane
 ).





urethra

 
/yo͝oˈrēTHrə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the duct by which urine is conveyed out of the body from the bladder, and which in male vertebrates also conveys semen.








II.
 
derivatives





urethral

 
/yo͝oˈrēTHrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek 
ourēthra

 , from 
ourein

 ‘urinate.’





urethritis

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈTHrīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the urethra.













Urey, Harold

 
/ˈyo͝orē/






(1893–1981), US chemist; full name 
Harold Clayton Urey

 . He discovered deuterium in 1932, pioneered the use of isotope labeling, and served as director of the Manhattan Project at Columbia University. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1934).










Urga

 
/ˈərɡə/






former name (until 1924) of Ulaanbaatar
 .










urge

 
/ərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 and usu. 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
try earnestly or persistently to persuade (someone) to do something




•
 
he urged her to come and stay with us




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Try to relax,” she urged.










2.
 
recommend or advocate (something) strongly




•
 
I urge caution in interpreting these results




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
they are urging that more treatment facilities be provided.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — encourage (a person or animal) to move more quickly or in a particular direction




•
 
drawing up outside the house, he urged her inside.










4.
 
(
urge someone on

 )
 — encourage someone to continue or succeed in something




•
 
he could hear her voice urging him on.














II.
 
noun




a strong desire or impulse




•
 
the urge for revenge.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
urgere

 ‘press, drive.’





urgency

 
/ˈərjənsē/






noun



1.
 
importance requiring swift action




•
 
the discovery of the ozone hole gave urgency to the issue of CFCs.










2.
 
an earnest and persistent quality; insistence




•
 
Emilia heard the urgency in his voice.



















urgent

 
/ˈərjənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a state or situation) requiring immediate action or attention




•
 
the situation is far more urgent than politicians are admitting.










2.
 
(of action or an event) done or arranged in response to a pressing or critical situation




•
 
she needs urgent treatment.










3.
 
(of a person or their manner) earnest and persistent in response to a pressing situation




•
 
an urgent whisper.














II.
 
derivatives





urgently

 
/ˈərjəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French, from Latin 
urgent-

 ‘pressing, driving,’ from the verb 
urgere

 (see urge
 ).






-uria





I.
 
combining form




in nouns denoting that a substance is present in the urine, especially in excess




•
 
glycosuria.

















– origin

 modern Latin, from Greek 
-ouria

 , from 
ouron

 ‘urine.’





Uriah

 
/yo͝oˈrīə/






(in the Bible) a Hittite officer in David's army, whom David, desiring his wife Bathsheba, caused to be killed in battle.









urial

 
/ˈ(y)o͝orēəl/





I.
 
noun




a wild sheep with long legs and relatively small horns, native to central Asia.

[
Ovis vignei

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Punjabi 
ūrīal

 .





uric acid

 
/ˌyo͝orik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an almost insoluble compound that is a breakdown product of nitrogenous metabolism. It is the main excretory product in birds, reptiles, and insects.

[A bicyclic acid derived from purine; chem. formula: C5
 H4
 N4
 O3
 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
uric

 from French 
urique

 , from 
urine

 (see urine
 ).





uridine

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌdēn ˈyo͝orədn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a compound formed by partial hydrolysis of RNA. It is a nucleoside containing uracil linked to ribose.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
ur(acil)

 + -ide
 + -ine
 4
 .





Urim and Thummim

 
/ˈ(y)o͝orim, o͞oˈrēm and ˈTHəmim, to͞oˈmēm/





I.
 
plural noun






‹historical›

 two objects of a now unknown nature, possibly used for divination, worn on the breastplate of a Jewish high priest.











– origin

 from Hebrew.





urinal

 
/ˈyo͝orənl/





I.
 
noun




a bowl or other receptacle, typically attached to a wall in a public restroom, into which men may urinate.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a glass container for the medical inspection of urine): via Old French from Latin 
urinal

 , from 
urina

 (see urine
 ).





urinalysis

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈnaləsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 analysis of urine by physical, chemical, and microscopical means to test for the presence of disease, drugs, etc.













urinary

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌnerē/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to urine.




2.
 
of, relating to, or denoting the system of organs, structures, and ducts by which urine is produced and discharged, in mammals comprising the kidneys, ureters, bladder, and urethra.













urinate

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
discharge urine; pass water.








II.
 
derivatives





urination

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈnāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
urinat-

 ‘urinated,’ from the verb 
urinare

 .






urine

 
/ˈyo͝orən/





I.
 
noun




a watery, typically yellowish fluid stored in the bladder and discharged through the urethra. It is one of the body's chief means of eliminating excess water and salt and also contains nitrogen compounds such as urea and other waste substances removed from the blood by the kidneys.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
urina

 .






uriniferous tubule

 
/ˌyo͝orəˌnif(ə)rəs ˈto͞obyo͞ol/






noun




another term for kidney tubule
 .













Uris, Leon

 
/ˈyo͞orəs/






(1924–2003) US writer; full name 
Leon Marcus Uris

 . His works include 
Battle Cry

 (1953), 
Exodus

 (1958), 
QB VII

 (1970), 
Trinity

 (1976), 
The Haj

 (1984), and 
Redemption

 (1995).









URL

 
/ˌyo͞o ˌär ˈel/





I.
 
noun




the address of a World Wide Web page




•
 
type a URL into a browser's address bar




•
 
the URLs for a wide variety of arts-related charities.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
uniform (or universal) resource locator

 .





urn

 
/ərn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tall, rounded vase with a base, and often a stem, especially one used for storing the ashes of a cremated person.




2.
 
a large metal container with a tap, in which tea or coffee is made and kept hot, or water for making hot drinks is boiled




•
 
a tea urn.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 place (something) in an urn.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
urna

 ; related to 
urceus

 ‘pitcher.’






uro-1






I.
 
combining form




of or relating to urine or the urinary organs




•
 
urogenital.

















– origin

 from Greek 
ouron

 ‘urine.’






uro-2






I.
 
combining form






[Zoology]

 relating to a tail or the caudal region




•
 
urodele.

















– origin

 from Greek 
oura

 ‘tail.’





uroboros

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈbôrəs /

 
ouroboros





I.
 
noun




a circular symbol depicting a snake, or less commonly a dragon, swallowing its tail, as an emblem of wholeness or infinity.








II.
 
derivatives





uroboric

 
/-ˈbôrik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from Greek 
(drakōn) ouroboros

 ‘(snake) devouring its tail.’





Urochordata

 
/ˌyo͝orəkôrˈdätə, -ˈdātə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of chordate animals that comprises the tunicates.

[Subphylum 
Urochordata

 , phylum 
Chordata

 .]







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from uro-
 2
 ‘tail’ + Chordata
 .





urochordate

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈkôrdət, -ˌdāt /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
noun




a marine invertebrate of the group Urochordata, which comprises the tunicates.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting urochordates.














Urodela

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈdēlə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of amphibians that comprises the newts and salamanders, which retain the tail as adults.

Also called Caudata
 .







– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from uro-
 2
 ‘tail’ + Greek 
dēlos

 ‘evident.’





urodele

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌdēl/






noun






[Zoology]

 an amphibian of the order 
Urodela

 ; a newt or salamander.













urodynamics

 
/ˌyo͝orədīˈnamiks/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 the diagnostic study of pressure in the bladder, in treating incontinence.








II.
 
derivatives





urodynamic






adjective





















urogenital

 
/ˌyo͝orōˈjenədl/






adjective




of, relating to, or denoting both the urinary and genital organs.














urography

 
/yo͝oˈräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




another term for pyelography
 .








II.
 
derivatives





urogram

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌɡram /






noun





















urokinase

 
/ˌyo͝orōˈkīnās ˌyo͝orōˈkīnāz/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an enzyme produced in the kidneys that promotes the conversion of plasminogen to plasmin and can be used to dissolve blood clots.














urolagnia

 
/ˌyo͝orōˈlaɡnēə/





I.
 
noun




a tendency to derive sexual pleasure from the sight or thought of urination.

Also called urophilia
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from uro-
 1
 ‘of urine’ + Greek 
lagneia

 ‘lust.’





urolithiasis

 
/ˌyo͝orələˈTHīəsəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 the formation of stony concretions in the bladder or urinary tract.













urology

 
/yo͝oˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine and physiology concerned with the function and disorders of the urinary system.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
urologic

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈläjik /






adjective













2.
 
urological






adjective













3.
 
urologist

 
/yəˈräləjəst yo͞oˈräləjəst /






noun






















uronic acid

 
/yo͝oˌränik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 any of a class of compounds that are derived from sugars by oxidizing a —CH2
 OH group to an acid group (—COOH).











– origin

 1920s: 
uronic

 from uro-
 1
 ‘urine’ + -ic
 , with the insertion of 
-n-

 .






urophilia

 
/ˌyo͝orōˈfilēə/






noun




another term for urolagnia
 .













uropod

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌpäd/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the sixth and last pair of abdominal appendages of lobsters and related crustaceans, forming part of the tail fan.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from uro-
 2
 ‘tail’ + Greek 
pous

 , 
pod-

 ‘pod.’





uropygial gland

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈpijēəl ˌɡland/






noun




another term for preen gland
 .













uropygium

 
/ˌyo͝orəˈpijēəm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the rump of a bird, supporting the tail feathers.








II.
 
derivatives





uropygial






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek 
ouropugion

 .





uroscopy

 
/yo͝oˈräskəpē/






noun






[Medicine]

 
‹historical›

 the diagnostic examination of urine by simple inspection.













urostyle

 
/ˈyo͝orəˌstīl/






noun






[Zoology]

 a long bone formed from fused vertebrae at the base of the vertebral column in some lower vertebrates, especially frogs and toads.














Ursa Major

 
/ˌərsə ˈmājər /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
one of the largest and most prominent northern constellations (the Great Bear). The seven brightest stars form a familiar asterism known by various names (especially the Big Dipper and the Plow) and include the Pointers.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Ursae Majoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Delta Ursae Majoris.













– origin

 Latin, ‘Big Bear,’ from the story in Greek mythology that the nymph Callisto was turned into a bear and placed as a constellation in the heavens by Zeus.





Ursa Minor

 
/ˌərsə ˈmīnər /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a northern constellation (the Little Bear) that contains the north celestial pole and the polar star Polaris. The brightest stars form a shape that is also known as the Little Dipper.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Ursae Minoris

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Ursae Minoris.













– origin

 Latin ‘Little Bear.’





ursine

 
/ˈərˌsin/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or resembling bears.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
ursinus

 , from 
ursus

 ‘bear.’






Ursula, St.

 
/ˈərs(y)ələ/






a legendary British saint and martyr, said to have been put to death with 11,000 virgins after being captured by Huns near Cologne while on a pilgrimage.









Ursuline

 
/ˈərsələn ˈərsəˌlēn ˈərsəˌlīn/





I.
 
noun




a nun of an order founded by 
St. Angela Merici

 (1470–1540) at Brescia in 1535 for nursing the sick and teaching girls.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ursuline order.











– origin

 from St. 
Ursula

 , the founder's patron saint (see Ursula, St.
 ), + -ine
 1
 .





urtext

 
/ˈo͝orˌtekst/





I.
 
noun




an original or the earliest version of a text, to which later versions can be compared.











– origin

 from German.






urticaria

 
/ˌərdəˈkerēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rash of round, red welts on the skin that itch intensely, sometimes with dangerous swelling, caused by an allergic reaction, typically to specific foods.

Also called nettlerash
 or hives
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
urtica

 ‘nettle,’ from 
urere

 ‘to burn.’





urticate

 
/ˈərdəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause a stinging or prickling sensation like that given by a nettle


(as 
adj.

 
urticating

 )


•
 
the urticating hairs.














II.
 
derivatives





urtication

 
/ˌərtiˈkāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (earlier (mid 17th cent.) as 
urtication

 ): from medieval Latin 
urticat-

 ‘stung,’ from the verb 
urticare

 , from Latin 
urtica

 (see urticaria
 ).





Uruguay

 
/ˈ(y)o͝orəˌɡwī/







1.
 
a country on the Atlantic coast of South America south of Brazil; pop. 3,494,400 (est. 2009); official language, Spanish; capital, Montevideo.





Uruguay was liberated from Spanish colonial rule in 1825, and in the early 20th century was molded into South America's first welfare state. Civil unrest beginning in the 1960s, and particularly fighting against the Marxist Tupamaro guerrillas, led to a period of military rule, but civilian government was restored in 1985.









Uruguayan

 
/ˌ(y)o͝orəˈɡwīən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of Uruguay or its people




•
 
the players are Uruguayan champions for the third time.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Uruguay




•
 
Uruguayans generally prefer freshly made pasta.




















Uruk

 
/ˈo͝oro͝ok/






an ancient city in southern Mesopotamia, northwest of Ur, one of the greatest cities of Sumer. Built in the 5th millennium 
BC

 , it is associated with the hero Gilgamesh.

Arabic name Warka
 ; biblical name Erech
 .










Urumqi

 
/ˈo͝oˈro͝omˈCHē /

 
Urumchi






the capital of Xinjiang autonomous region in northwestern China; pop. 1,504,300 (est. 2006).

Former name (until 1954) Tihwa
 .










urus

 
/ˈyo͝orəs/





I.
 
noun




another term for aurochs
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from Greek 
ouros

 .





urushiol

 
/(y)o͝oˈro͞oSHēˌôl, -ˌōl, -ˌäl/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an oily liquid that is the main constituent of Japanese lacquer and is responsible for the irritant properties of poison ivy and other plants. It consists of a mixture of catechol derivatives.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Japanese 
urushi

 ‘Japanese lacquer’ + -ol
 .






us

 
/əs/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person plural

 ]


1.
 
used by a speaker to refer to himself or herself and one or more other people as the object of a verb or preposition




•
 
let us know




•
 
we asked him to come with us




•
 
both 
of us

 .







Compare with we
 .




2.
 
used after the verb “to be” and after “than” or “as”




•
 
it's us or them




•
 
they are richer than us.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 to or for ourselves




•
 
we got us some good hunting.










4.
 


‹informal›

 me




•
 
give us a kiss.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
one of us






a person recognized as an accepted member of a particular group, typically one that is exclusive in some way.









2.
 
us and them (or them and us)






expressing a sense of division within a group of people




•
 
negotiations were hampered by an “us and them” attitude between management and unions.





















– origin

 Old English 
ūs

 , accusative and dative of we
 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ons

 and German 
uns

 . / 
usage:

 Is it correct to say they are richer than 
us

 , or is it better to say they are richer than 
we (are)

 ? See usage at personal pronoun
 and than
 .





US

 
/ˌyo͞o ˈes/






abbreviation



1.
 
(also 
U.S.

 )
 — United States.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 undersecretary.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 unserviceable; useless.













USA

 
/ˌyo͞o ˌes ˈā /

 
U.S.A.






abbreviation



1.
 
United States of America.




2.
 
United States Army.













usable

 
/ˈyo͞ozəb(ə)l /

 
useable





I.
 
adjective




able or fit to be used




•
 
usable information.














II.
 
derivatives





usability

 
/ˌyo͞ozəˈbilətē /






noun





















USAF

 
U.S.A.F.






abbreviation




United States Air Force.














usage

 
/ˈyo͞osij ˈyo͞ozij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of using something or the fact of being used




•
 
a survey of water usage




•
 
the usage of equipment.










2.
 
the way in which a word or phrase is normally and correctly used.




3.
 
habitual or customary practice, especially as creating a right, obligation, or standard.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘customary practice’): from Old French, from 
us

 ‘a use’ (see use
 ).





usance

 
/ˈyo͞ozəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 another term for usage
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 the time allowed for the payment of foreign bills of exchange, according to law or commercial practice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from the base of the verb 
user

 ‘to use.’





USB

 
/yo͞oːesˈbēː/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 universal serial bus, a standardized technology for attaching peripheral devices to a computer.














USB flash drive

 
USB stick






noun






[Computing]

 an external flash drive, small enough to carry on a key ring, that can be used with any computer that has a USB port.













USC






abbreviation






[Law]

 United States Code.













USCG

 
U.S.C.G.






abbreviation




United States Coast Guard.













USD






abbreviation




United States dollar.













USDA

 
U.S.D.A.






abbreviation




United States Department of Agriculture.














use





I.
 
verb



1.
 

/yo͞oz /
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 — take, hold, or deploy (something) as a means of accomplishing a purpose or achieving a result; employ




•
 
she used her key to open the front door




•
 
the poem uses simple language.










2.
 
take or consume (an amount) from a limited supply of something




•
 
we have used all the available funds.










3.
 
exploit (a person or situation) for one's own advantage




•
 
I couldn't help feeling that she was using me.










4.
 
treat (someone) in a particular way




•
 
use your troops well and they will not let you down.










5.
 
apply (a name or title) to oneself




•
 
she still used her maiden name professionally.










6.
 
(
one could use

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 one would like or benefit from




•
 
I could use another cup of coffee.










7.
 


‹informal›

 take (an illegal drug)




•
 
they were using heroin daily




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
had she been using again?










8.
 

/yo͞ost /
 [in 
past

 ] (
used to

 )
 — describing an action or state of affairs that was done repeatedly or existed for a period in the past




•
 
this road used to be a dirt track




•
 
I used to give him lifts home.










9.
 

/yo͞ost /
 (
be/get used to

 )
 — be or become familiar with someone or something through experience




•
 
she was used to getting what she wanted




•
 
he's weird, but you just have to get used to him.














II.
 
noun

 — 
/yo͞os /



1.
 
the action of using something or the state of being used for some purpose




•
 
a member of staff is present when the pool is 
in use






•
 
theater owners were charging too much for 
the use of

 their venues.










2.
 
the ability or power to exercise or manipulate something, especially one's mind or body




•
 
the horse lost 
the use of

 his hind legs.










3.
 
a purpose for or way in which something can be used




•
 
the herb has various culinary uses.










4.
 
the value or advantage of something




•
 
it was no use trying to persuade her




•
 
what's the use of crying?










5.
 


[Law]

 
‹historical›

 the benefit or profit of lands, especially lands that are in the possession of another who holds them solely for the beneficiary.




6.
 
the characteristic ritual and liturgy of a church or diocese.




7.
 
the action of taking or habitual consumption of a drug.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
have its (or one's) uses








‹informal›

 be useful on certain occasions or in certain respects.









2.
 
have no use for





a.
 
be unable to find a purpose for; have no need for




•
 
he had no use for a single glove.










b.
 


‹informal›

 dislike or be impatient with.









3.
 
make use of





a.
 
use for a purpose.




b.
 
benefit from




•
 
they were educated enough to make use of further training.















4.
 
use and wont








‹formal›

 established custom.









5.
 
use someone's name






quote someone as an authority or reference.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





use something up





a.
 
consume or expend the whole of something




•
 
the money was soon used up.










b.
 
find a purpose for something that is left over




•
 
I might use up all my odd scraps of wool to make a scarf.










c.
 
(
be used up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 (of a person) be worn out, especially with overwork




•
 
she was tired and used up.





















– origin

 Middle English: the noun from Old French 
us

 , from Latin 
usus

 , from 
uti

 ‘to use’; the verb from Old French 
user

 , based on Latin 
uti

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 The construction 
used to

 is standard, but difficulties arise with the formation of negatives and questions. Traditionally, 
used to

 behaves as a modal verb, so that questions and negatives are formed without the auxiliary verb 
do

 , as in it 
used not to

 be like that and 
used

 she 
to

 come here? In modern English, this question form is now regarded as very formal or awkwardly old-fashioned, and the use with 
do

 is broadly accepted as standard, as in 
did

 she 
use to

 come here? Negative constructions with 
do

 , on the other hand (as in it 
didn't use to

 be like that), although common, are informal and are not generally accepted. 
2

 There is sometimes confusion over whether to use the form 
used to

 or 
use to

 , which has arisen largely because the pronunciation is the same in both cases. Except in negatives and questions, the correct form is 
used to

 : we 
used to

 go to the movies all the time (not we 
use to

 go to the movies). However, in negatives and questions using the auxiliary verb 
do

 , the correct form is 
use to

 , because the form of the verb required is the infinitive: I 
didn't use to

 like mushrooms (not I 
didn't used to

 like mushrooms). See also usage at utilize
 .





used

 
/yo͞ozd/






adjective



1.
 
having already been used




•
 
scrawling on the back of a used envelope.










2.
 
secondhand




•
 
a used car.



















useful

 
/ˈyo͞osfəl/





I.
 
adjective




able to be used for a practical purpose or in several ways




•
 
aspirin is useful for headaches.














II.
 
phrases





make oneself useful






do something that is of some value or benefit to someone




•
 
make yourself useful—get Jenny a drink.


















III.
 
derivatives





usefully

 
/ˈyo͞osfəlē /






adverb





















useful load






noun




the load able to be carried by an aircraft in addition to its own weight.













usefulness

 
/ˈyo͞osfəlnəs/






noun




the quality or fact of being useful




•
 
faults that affect the book's usefulness.



















useless

 
/ˈyo͞osləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not fulfilling or not expected to achieve the intended purpose or desired outcome




•
 
a piece of useless knowledge




•
 
we tried to pacify him, but it was useless.










2.
 


‹informal›

 having no ability or skill in a specified activity or area




•
 
he was useless at football.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uselessly

 
/ˈyo͞osləslē /






adverb













2.
 
uselessness

 
/ˈyo͞osləsnəs /






noun





















Usenet

 
/ˈyo͞ozˌnet/






noun




an early non-centralized computer network for the discussion of particular topics and the sharing of files via newsgroups.













user

 
/ˈyo͞ozər/






noun



1.
 
a person who uses or operates something, especially a computer or other machine.




2.
 
a person who takes illegal drugs; a drug user




•
 
the drug causes long-term brain damage in users




•
 
a heroin user.










3.
 
a person who manipulates others for personal gain




•
 
he was a gifted user of other people.










4.
 


[Law]

 the continued use or enjoyment of a right.













user cost






noun






[Economics]

 the cost incurred from using a fixed capital asset such as machinery or raw materials, equivalent to the loss in the asset's value due to its use




•
 
if user cost is not deducted in calculating income, then income will be overstated.



















user-definable

 
/ˌyo͞ozərdəˈfīnəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 having a function or meaning that can be specified and varied by a user.








II.
 
derivatives





user-defined






adjective






















user experience






noun




the overall experience of a person using a product such as a website or computer application, especially in terms of how easy or pleasing it is to use




•
 
if a website degrades the user experience too much, people will simply stay away.



















user-friendly

 
/ˈˌyo͞ozər ˈfren(d)lē/





I.
 
adjective




(of a machine or system) easy to use or understand




•
 
the search software is user-friendly.














II.
 
derivatives





user-friendliness

 
/ˈˌyo͞ozər ˈfren(d)lēnis /






noun





















user-generated






adjective




denoting material on a website that is voluntarily contributed by members of the public who use the site




•
 
good 
user-generated content

 is almost always the product of an enthusiastic and cohesive online community.



















user-hostile

 
/ˌyo͞ozərˈhästl/






adjective




(of a machine or system) difficult to use or understand.














user interface

 
/ˈyo͞ozər ˈin(t)ərˌfās/






noun






[Computing]

 the means by which the user and a computer system interact, in particular the use of input devices and software.













username

 
/ˈyo͞ozərˌnām/






noun




an identification used by a person with access to a computer, network, or online service.













user-oriented

 
/ˌyo͞ozərˈôrēˌen(t)əd/






adjective




(of a machine or system) designed primarily for the user's convenience.













usher

 
/ˈəSHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who shows people to their seats, especially in a theater or at a wedding.




2.
 
an official in a court whose duties include swearing in jurors and witnesses and keeping order.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a person employed to walk before a person of high rank on special occasions.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 an assistant teacher.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show or guide (someone) somewhere




•
 
a waiter ushered me to a table.










2.
 
(
usher something in

 )
 — cause or mark the start of something new




•
 
the railroads ushered in an era of cheap mass travel.

















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a doorkeeper): from Anglo-Norman French 
usser

 , from medieval Latin 
ustiarius

 , from Latin 
ostiarius

 , from 
ostium

 ‘door.’





usherette

 
/ˌəSHəˈret/






noun




a woman who shows people to their seats in a theater.













Ushuaia

 
/o͞oˈswīə/






a port in Argentina, in Tierra del Fuego; pop. 74,400 (est. 2009). It is the southernmost town in the world.









USIA

 
U.S.I.A.






abbreviation




United States Information Agency.













Üsküdar

 
/ˌo͞oskəˈdär/






a city in northwestern Turkey, across from Istanbul on the Bosporus where it joins the Sea of Marmara; pop. 643,800 (est. 2009).

Former name Scutari
 .









USMC

 
U.S.M.C.






abbreviation




United States Marine Corps.













USN

 
U.S.N.






abbreviation




United States Navy.













usnic acid

 
/ˌəsnik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a yellow crystalline compound that is present in many lichens and is used as an antibiotic.

[A tricyclic phenol; chem. formula: C18
 H16
 O7
 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
usnic

 from medieval Latin 
usnea

 (from Arabic 
ushnah

 ‘moss’) + -ic
 .





USO






abbreviation



1.
 
ultra stable oscillator.




2.
 
United Service Organizations.













Usonian

 
/yo͞oˈsōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the United States




•
 
the Usonian city.










2.
 
relating to or denoting the style of buildings designed in the 1930s by Frank Lloyd Wright, characterized by inexpensive construction and flat roofs.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the United States.




2.
 
a house built in the 1930s by Frank Lloyd Wright.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: an acronym from 
United States

 + 
-onian

 after 
Amazonian

 , 
Devonian

 , etc.





USP






noun




unique selling point.













Uspallata Pass

 
/ˌo͞ospäˌyädə ˈpas/






a pass over the Andes near Santiago in Chile, in southern South America. It links Argentina with Chile.









USPS






abbreviation




United States Postal Service.














usquebaugh

 
/ˈəskwəˌbô, -ˌbä/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Irish)

 
(Scottish)

 whiskey.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Irish and Scottish Gaelic 
uisge beatha

 ‘water of life’; compare with whiskey
 .





USS

 
U.S.S.






abbreviation




United States Ship, used in the names of ships in the US Navy




•
 
the U.S.S. 
Maine

 was launched in 1895.



















USSR

 
/yo͞oːesesˈäːr/






abbreviation






‹historical›

 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.














Ust-Abakanskoe

 
/ˌo͞ost ˌäbəˈkänskəyə/






former name (until 1931) of Abakan
 .









Ustashe

 
/o͝oˈstäSHē /

 
Ustashas
 , Ustashi





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the members of a Croatian extreme nationalist movement that engaged in terrorist activity before World War II and ruled Croatia with Nazi support after Yugoslavia was invaded and divided by the Germans in 1941.











– origin

 Croatian 
Ustaše

 ‘rebels.’






Ustinov

 
/ˈyo͞ostəˌnôf, -ˌnôv, o͞oˈstēnəf/






former name (1984–87) of Izhevsk
 .









Ustinov, Sir Peter

 
/ˈyo͞ostəˌnôf, -ˌnôv/






(1921–2004), British actor, director, and playwright; full name 
Sir Peter Alexander Ustinov

 . He wrote and acted in a number of plays, including 
Romanoff and Juliet

 (1956). Notable movies: 
Spartacus

 (1960), 
Death on the Nile

 (1978), and 
Lorenzo's Oil

 (1992).









usu.






abbreviation




usual; usually.













usual

 
/ˈyo͞oZH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




habitually or typically occurring or done; customary




•
 
he carried out his usual evening routine




•
 
their room was a shambles 
as usual

 .














II.
 
noun

 — (
the/one's usual

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 the drink someone habitually orders or prefers.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the thing that is typically done or present




•
 
it's a nice change from the usual.














III.
 
derivatives





usualness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
usualis

 , from Latin 
usus

 ‘a use’ (see use
 ).





usually

 
/ˈyo͞oZH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb




under normal conditions; generally




•
 
he usually arrives home about one o'clock.



















usufruct

 
/ˈyo͞ozəˌfrəkt ˈyo͞osəˌfrəkt/





I.
 
noun






[Roman Law]

 the right to enjoy the use and advantages of another's property short of the destruction or waste of its substance.








II.
 
derivatives





usufructuary

 
/ˌyo͞ozəˈfrək(t)SHəˌwerē ˌyo͞osəˈfrək(t)SHəˌwerē /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
usufructus

 , from Latin 
usus (et) fructus

 ‘use (and) enjoyment,’ from 
usus

 ‘a use’ + 
fructus

 ‘fruit.’





Usumbura

 
/ˌo͞osəmˈbo͝orə/






former name (until 1962) of Bujumbura
 .









usurer

 
/ˈyo͞oZHərər/





I.
 
noun




a person who lends money at unreasonably high rates of interest.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from Old French 
usure

 , from Latin 
usura

 (see usury
 ).





usurious

 
/yo͞oˈZHo͝orēəs/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the practice of usury




•
 
they lend money at usurious rates.














II.
 
derivatives





usuriously






adverb





















usurp

 
/yo͞oˈsərp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take (a position of power or importance) illegally or by force




•
 
Richard usurped the throne.










2.
 
take the place of (someone in a position of power) illegally: supplant




•
 
the Hanoverian dynasty had usurped the Stuarts.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
usurp on/upon

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 encroach or infringe upon (someone's rights)




•
 
the Church had usurped upon the domain of the state.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
usurpation

 
/ˌyo͞osərˈpāSH(ə)n yo͞ozərˈpāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
usurper

 
/yo͞oˈsərpər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘appropriate (a right) wrongfully’): from Old French 
usurper

 , from Latin 
usurpare

 ‘seize for use.’






usury

 
/ˈyo͞oZH(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the illegal action or practice of lending money at unreasonably high rates of interest.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 interest at unreasonably high rates.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
usurie

 , or from medieval Latin 
usuria

 , from Latin 
usura

 , from 
usus

 ‘a use’ (see use
 ).





UT






abbreviation



1.
 
Universal Time.




2.
 
Utah (in official postal use).














Utah

 
/ˈyo͞oˌtô ˈyo͞oˌtä/






a state in the western US; pop. 2,736,424 (est. 2008); capital, Salt Lake City; statehood, Jan. 4, 1896 (45). The region, a part of Mexico from 1821, was ceded to the US in 1848. The first permanent settlers, who arrived in 1847, were Mormons fleeing persecution. Statehood was refused until the Mormons renounced polygamy—a dispute that led to the Utah War 1857–58.









Utah Beach






a name given to the westernmost of the beaches, north of Carentan in Normandy, where US troops landed on D-day in June 1944.









Utahn

 
/ˈyo͞oˌtô(ə)n, ˈyo͞oˌtä(ə)n /

 
Utahan





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Utah




•
 
Utahns are used to snow—they practically relish it.














II.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or characteristic of Utah or its inhabitants




•
 
this movie deals with uniquely Utahn themes.



















utahraptor

 
/ˈyo͞oˌtôˌraptər, -ˌtä-/





I.
 
noun




a large dromaeosaurid dinosaur, the remains of which were discovered in Utah in 1992. It was twice the size of deinonychus.

[Genus 
Utahraptor

 , family 
Dromaeosauridae

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Utah
 + raptor
 .





Utamaro, Kitagawa

 
/ˌo͝otəˈmärō/






(1753–1806), Japanese painter and printmaker; born 
Kitagawa Netsuyoshi

 . A leading exponent of the ukiyo-e school, he was noted for his sensual depictions of women.









UTC






abbreviation




Universal Time Coordinated.

Also expanded as Coordinated Universal Time
 .













ute

 
/yo͞ot/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a utility vehicle




•
 
ordinary families buy pickups and sport utes.

















– origin

 1940s: abbreviation.






Ute

 
/yo͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living chiefly in Colorado and Utah.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Ute.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Ute or their language.











– origin

 from earlier 
Utah

 , from Spanish 
Yuta

 ; compare with Paiute
 .





utensil

 
/yo͞oˈtensəl/





I.
 
noun




an implement, container, or other article, especially for household use.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting domestic implements or vessels collectively): from Old French 
utensile

 , from medieval Latin, neuter of Latin 
utensilis

 ‘usable,’ from 
uti

 ‘to use’ (see use
 ).





uterine

 
/ˈyo͞odəˌrīn ˈyo͞odərən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the uterus or womb




•
 
uterine contractions.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — born of the same mother but not having the same father




•
 
a uterine sister.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from uterus
 + -ine
 1
 , or, in the sense ‘born of the same mother,’ from late Latin 
uterinus

 .






uterus

 
/ˈyo͞odərəs/





I.
 
noun




the organ in the lower body of a woman or female mammal where offspring are conceived and in which they gestate before birth; the womb.











– origin

 Latin; related to Greek 
hustera

 . Compare with hysteric
 .





Uther Pendragon

 
/ˌ(y)o͞oTHər penˈdraɡən/






(in Arthurian legend) king of the Britons and father of Arthur.









Utica

 
/ˈyo͞odikə/






an industrial city in central New York, on the Mohawk River; pop. 58,082 (est. 2008).










utile1


 
/ˈyo͞otl, ˈyo͞oˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 advantageous.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: via Old French from Latin 
utilis

 , from 
uti

 ‘to use.’





utile2


 
/ˈyo͞odəlē/





I.
 
noun




a large tropical African hardwood tree with timber that is widely used as a substitute for mahogany.

[
Entandrophragma utile

 , family 
Meliaceae

 .]











– origin

 1950s: modern Latin, specific epithet; see utile
 1
 .





utilitarian

 
/yo͞oˌtiləˈterēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
designed to be useful or practical rather than attractive.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 of, relating to, or adhering to the doctrine of utilitarianism




•
 
a utilitarian theorist.














II.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 an adherent of utilitarianism.













utilitarianism

 
/yo͞oˌtiləˈterēəˌnizəm/






noun



1.
 
the doctrine that actions are right if they are useful or for the benefit of a majority.




2.
 
the doctrine that an action is right insofar as it promotes happiness, and that the greatest happiness of the greatest number should be the guiding principle of conduct.













utility

 
/yo͞oˈtilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being useful, profitable, or beneficial




•
 
he had a poor opinion of the utility of book learning.










2.
 
(in game theory or economics) a measure of that which is sought to be maximized in any situation involving a choice.




3.
 
a public utility.




4.
 
(
utilities

 )
 — stocks and bonds in public utilities.




5.
 


[Computing]

 a utility program.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
useful, especially through being able to perform several functions




•
 
a utility truck.










2.
 
denoting a player capable of playing in several different positions in a sport.




3.
 
functional rather than attractive




•
 
utility clothing.










4.
 
of or relating to the lowest US government grade of beef.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
utilite

 , from Latin 
utilitas

 , from 
utilis

 ‘useful.’





utility function






noun






[Economics]

 a mathematical function that ranks alternatives according to their utility to an individual.













utility knife






noun




a knife with a small sharp blade, often retractable, designed to cut wood, cardboard, and other materials.













utility pole






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for telephone pole
 .













utility program






noun






[Computing]

 a program for carrying out a routine function.













utility room






noun




a room equipped with appliances for washing and other domestic work.













utility vehicle

 
utility truck






noun




a truck with low sides designed for carrying small loads.













utilize

 
/ˈyo͞odlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make practical and effective use of




•
 
vitamin C helps your body utilize the iron present in your diet.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
utilizable

 
/ˌyo͞od(ə)lˈīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
utilization

 
/ˌyo͞odləˈzāSHən ˌyo͞odlˌīˈzāSHən /






noun













3.
 
utilizer






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
utiliser

 , from Italian 
utilizzare

 , from 
utile

 (see utile
 1
 ). / 
usage:

 
Utilize

 , borrowed in the 19th century from the French utiliser, means ‘make practical or effective use of.’ Because it is a more formal word than 
use

 and is often used in contexts (as in business writing) where the ordinary verb 
use

 would be simpler and more direct, 
utilize

 may strike readers as pretentious jargon and should therefore be used sparingly.





-ution





I.
 
suffix




(forming nouns) equivalent to -ation
 (as in 
solution

 ).











– origin

 via French from Latin 
-utio(n-)

 .






utmost

 
/ˈətˌmōst/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
most extreme; greatest




•
 
a matter of the utmost importance.














II.
 
noun

 — (
the utmost

 )


1.
 
the greatest or most extreme extent or amount




•
 
a plot that stretches credulity to the utmost.














III.
 
phrases





do one's utmost






do the most that one is able




•
 
Dan was doing his utmost to be helpful.





















– origin

 Old English 
ūt(e)mest

 ‘outermost’ (see out
 , -most
 ).





Uto-Aztecan

 
/ˌyo͞odōˌazˈtekən/





I.
 
noun




a language family of Central America and western North America including Comanche, Hopi, Nahuatl (the language of the Aztecs), Paiute, Pima, and Shoshone.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Uto-Aztecan language family.














utopia

 
/yo͞oˈtōpēə/





I.
 
noun




an imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect. The word was first used in the book 
Utopia

 (1516) by Sir Thomas More.

The opposite of dystopia
 .











– origin

 based on Greek 
ou

 ‘not’ + 
topos

 ‘place.’






utopian

 
/yo͞oˈtōpēən/





I.
 
adjective




modeled on or aiming for a state in which everything is perfect; idealistic.








II.
 
noun




an idealistic reformer.








III.
 
derivatives





utopianism

 
/yo͞oˈtōpēəniz(ə)m /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from utopia
 + -an
 .





utopian socialism






noun




socialism achieved by the moral persuasion of capitalists to surrender the means of production peacefully to the people.













utopic

 
/yo͞oˈtōpik/






adjective




another term for utopian
 :




•
 
a utopic vision.



















Utrecht

 
/ˈyo͞oˌtrekt, ˈYˌtreKHt/






a city in the central Netherlands, capital of a province of the same name; pop. 294,737 (2008).









Utrecht velvet






noun




a strong, thick plush velvet, used in upholstery.













utricle

 
/ˈyo͞otrəkəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small cell, sac, or bladderlike protuberance in an animal or plant.




2.
 
(also 
utriculus

 )
 — the larger of the two fluid-filled cavities forming part of the labyrinth of the inner ear (the other being the sacculus). It contains hair cells and otoliths that send signals to the brain concerning the orientation of the head.








II.
 
derivatives





utricular

 
/yəˈtrikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
utricule

 or Latin 
utriculus

 , diminutive of 
uter

 ‘leather bag.’





Utrillo, Maurice

 
/o͝oˈtrē(y)ō, yo͞oˈtrilō/






(1883–1955), French painter, chiefly known for his depictions of Paris street scenes, especially of the Montmartre district.









Uttarakhand

 
/ˌo͝odərˈəkhənd/






a state in northern India, formed in 2000 from the northern part of Uttar Pradesh; capital, Dehra Dun. Former name (until 2007) 
Uttaranchal

 .









Uttar Pradesh

 
/ˈo͝otər prəˈdāSH, -ˈdeSH/






a state in northern India that borders on Tibet and Nepal; capital, Lucknow. It was formed in 1950 from the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh.










utter1


 
/ˈədər/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
complete; absolute




•
 
Charles stared at her in utter amazement.

















– origin

 Old English 
ūtera

 , 
ūttra

 ‘outer,’ comparative of 
ūt

 ‘out’; compare with outer
 .





utter2


 
/ˈədər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (a sound) with one's voice




•
 
he uttered an exasperated snort.










2.
 
say (something) aloud




•
 
they are busily scribbling down every word she utters.










3.
 


[Law]

 put (forged money) into circulation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
utterable

 
/ˈəd(ə)rəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
utterer

 
/ˈəd(ə)rər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
ūteren

 ‘speak, make known, give currency to (coins).’





utterance

 
/ˈədərəns/






noun



1.
 
a spoken word, statement, or vocal sound.




2.
 
the action of saying or expressing something aloud




•
 
the simple utterance of a few platitudes.










3.
 


[Linguistics]

 an uninterrupted chain of spoken or written language.













utterly

 
/ˈədərlē/






adverb

 — [usu. as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
completely and without qualification; absolutely




•
 
he looked utterly ridiculous.



















uttermost

 
/ˈədərˌmōst/






adjective, noun




another term for utmost
 .













U-turn

 
/ˈyo͞oˌtərn/






noun



1.
 
the turning of a vehicle in a U-shaped course so as to face in the opposite direction.




2.
 
a change of plan, especially a reversal of political policy




•
 
another U-turn by the government.



















UV

 
/ˌyo͞o ˈvē/






abbreviation




ultraviolet.













UVA






abbreviation




ultraviolet radiation of relatively long wavelengths.













uvarovite

 
/(y)o͞oˈvärəˌvīt/





I.
 
noun




an emerald green variety of garnet, containing chromium.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Count Sergei S. 
Uvarov

 (1785–1855), Russian statesman, + -ite
 1
 .





UVB






abbreviation




ultraviolet radiation of relatively short wavelengths.













uvea

 
/ˈyo͞ovēə/





I.
 
noun




the pigmented layer of the eye, lying beneath the sclera and cornea, and comprising the iris, choroid, and ciliary body.








II.
 
derivatives





uveal






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the choroid layer of the eye): from medieval Latin, from Latin 
uva

 ‘grape.’





uveitis

 
/ˌyo͞ovēˈīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the uvea.













uvula

 
/ˈyo͞ovyələ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a fleshy extension at the back of the soft palate that hangs above the throat.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 a fleshy hanging structure in any organ of the body, particularly one at the opening of the bladder.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin, diminutive of Latin 
uva

 ‘grape.’





uvular

 
/ˈyo͞ovyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a sound) articulated with the back of the tongue and the uvula, as 
r

 in French and 
q

 in Arabic.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the uvula.








II.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a uvular consonant.













UWB






abbreviation




ultra wideband.













UX






noun




short for user experience
 :




•
 
the UX is absolutely seamless and users prefer that.



















UXO






abbreviation




unexploded ordnance.













uxorial

 
/ˌəkˈsôrēəl, əɡˈzôr-/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a wife.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
uxor

 ‘wife’ + -ial
 .





uxoricide

 
/əkˈzôrəˌsīd əkˈsôrəˌsīd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the killing of one's wife.




2.
 
a man who kills his wife.








II.
 
derivatives





uxoricidal

 
/əkˌsôrəˈsīdl, əɡˌzôr- /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
uxor

 ‘wife’ + -cide
 .





uxorious

 
/əkˈsôrēəs ˌəɡˈzôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing an excessive or submissive fondness for one's wife.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
uxoriously






adverb













2.
 
uxoriousness

 
/ˌəkˈsôrēəsnəs ˌəkˈzôrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
uxoriosus

 , from 
uxor

 ‘wife.’





Uzbek

 
/ˈo͝ozbek ˈəzˌbek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Turkic people living mainly in the republic of Uzbekistan and elsewhere in southwestern Asia.




2.
 
a native or inhabitant of Uzbekistan.




3.
 
the Turkic language of Uzbekistan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Uzbekistan, the Uzbeks, or their language.











– origin

 the name in Uzbek.





Uzbekistan

 
/o͝ozˈbekəˌstan o͝ozˈbekəˌstän/





I.
 
an independent republic in central Asia that lies south and southeast of the Aral Sea; pop. 27,606,000 (est. 2009); capital, Tashkent; languages, Uzbek and Russian.





A constituent republic of the Soviet Union since 1924, Uzbekistan became independent within the Commonwealth of Independent States when the Soviet Union broke up in 1991.





Uzi

 
/ˈo͞ozē/





I.
 
noun




a type of submachine gun of Israeli design.











– origin

 1950s: from 
Uziel

 Gal (1923–2002), the Israeli army officer who designed it.





V1


 
/vē /

 
v






noun



1.
 
the twenty-second letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after U in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
(also 
vee

 )
 — a shape like that of a letter V


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
deep, V-shaped valleys.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting an internal combustion engine with a number of cylinders arranged in two rows at an angle to each other in a V-shape




•
 
a V-engine




•
 
a 32-valve V8 power plant.










5.
 
the Roman numeral for five.













V2


 
/vē/





I.
 
abbreviation




volt(s).








II.
 
symbol



1.
 
the chemical element vanadium.




2.
 
voltage or potential difference




•
 
V = IR.










3.
 
(in mathematical formulae) volume




•
 
pV = nRT.



















v.





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 


[Grammar]

 verb.




2.
 
(in textual references) verse.




3.
 
verso.




4.
 
versus.




5.
 
very.




6.
 
(in textual references) vide.








II.
 
symbol




velocity.














V-1

 
/ˌvēˈwən/





I.
 
noun




a small flying bomb powered by a simple jet engine, used by the Germans in World War II.

Also called doodlebug
 .











– origin

 abbreviation of German 
Vergeltungswaffe

 ‘reprisal weapon.’





V-2

 
/ˌvēˈto͞o/





I.
 
noun




a rocket-powered flying bomb, which was the first ballistic missile, used by the Germans in World War II.











– origin

 see V-1
 .





VA






abbreviation



1.
 
(in the UK) Order of Victoria and Albert.




2.
 
Veterans Affairs (formerly Veterans Administration).




3.
 
Vicar Apostolic.




4.
 
Vice Admiral.




5.
 
Virginia (in official postal use).













Va.






abbreviation




Virginia.













Vaal

 
/väl/






a river in South Africa, the chief tributary of the Orange River, which rises in the Drakensberg Mountains and flows 750 miles (1,200 km) southwest to the Orange River near Douglas.










Vaasa

 
/ˈväsə, -sä/






a port in western Finland, on the Gulf of Bothnia; pop. 58,607 (2009).

Swedish name Vasa
 .









vac

 
/vak/






noun



1.
 
informal term for vacuum cleaner
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 informal term for vacation
 .













vacancy

 
/ˈvākənsē/






noun



1.
 
an unoccupied position or job




•
 
a vacancy for a shorthand typist.










2.
 
an available room in a hotel or other establishment providing accommodations.




3.
 
empty space




•
 
Cathy stared into vacancy, seeing nothing.










4.
 
emptiness of mind; lack of intelligence or understanding




•
 
vacancy, vanity, and inane deception.










5.
 


[Crystallography]

 a defect in a crystal lattice, consisting of the absence of an atom or an ion from a position where there should be one.














vacant

 
/ˈvākənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of premises) having no fixtures, furniture, or inhabitants; empty.

Compare with unoccupied
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
(of a position or office) not filled




•
 
the president resigned and the post was left vacant.










3.
 
(of a person or their expression) having or showing no intelligence or interest




•
 
a vacant stare.














II.
 
derivatives





vacantly

 
/ˈvākəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
vacant-

 ‘remaining empty,’ from the verb 
vacare

 .






vacate

 
/ˈvāˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leave (a place that one previously occupied)




•
 
rooms must be vacated by noon on the last day of your vacation.










2.
 
give up (a position or office)




•
 
he will vacate a job in government sales.










3.
 


[Law]

 cancel or annul (a judgment, contract, or charge).











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (as a legal term, also in the sense ‘make ineffective’): from Latin 
vacat-

 ‘left empty,’ from the verb 
vacare

 .






vacation

 
/vāˈkāSH(ə)n vəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an extended period of recreation, especially one spent away from home or in traveling




•
 
he took a vacation in the south of France




•
 
people come here 
on vacation






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a vacation home.










2.
 
a fixed holiday period between terms in schools and law courts.




3.
 
the action of leaving something one previously occupied




•
 
his marriage was the reason for the vacation of his fellowship.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 take a vacation




•
 
I was vacationing in Europe with my family.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vacationer

 
/vāˈkāSH(ə)nər vəˈkāSH(ə)nər /






noun













2.
 
vacationist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
vacatio(n-)

 , from 
vacare

 ‘be unoccupied’ (see vacate
 ).





vacationland

 
/vāˈkāSHənˌland, və-/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an area providing attractions for people on vacation.













Vacaville

 
/ˈvakəˌvil/






a city in west central California, southwest of Sacramento; pop. 92,219 (est. 2008).









vacay

 
/ˈvāˌkā /

 
vaca





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a vacation




•
 
I'm in France right now, 
on vacay






•
 
the couple jetted off to an undisclosed location for a romantic vacay.

















– origin

 1990s: informal abbreviation of vacation
 .






vaccinate

 
/ˈvaksəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
treat with a vaccine to produce immunity against a disease; inoculate




•
 
all the children were 
vaccinated against

 diphtheria.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vaccination

 
/ˌvaksəˈnāSHən /






noun













2.
 
vaccinator

 
/ˈvaksəˌnādər /






noun






















vaccine

 
/vakˈsēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a substance used to stimulate the production of antibodies and provide immunity against one or several diseases, prepared from the causative agent of a disease, its products, or a synthetic substitute, treated to act as an antigen without inducing the disease




•
 
there is no 
vaccine against

 HIV infection.










2.
 


[Medicine]

 
[Computing]

 a program designed to detect computer viruses and inactivate them.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
vaccinus

 , from 
vacca

 ‘cow’ (because of the early use of the cowpox virus against smallpox).





vaccinia

 
/vakˈsinēə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 cowpox, or the virus that causes it.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
vaccinus

 (see vaccine
 ).





vaccinology

 
/ˌvaksiˈnäləji/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with the development of vaccines.








II.
 
derivatives





vaccinologist






noun





















Vacherin

 
/ˌvaSH(ə)ˈran, ˌväSH-/





I.
 
noun




a type of soft French or Swiss cheese made from cow's milk.











– origin

 French, from earlier 
vachelin

 , from 
vache

 ‘cow.’





vacillate

 
/ˈvasəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
alternate or waver between different opinions or actions; be indecisive




•
 
I had for a time vacillated between teaching and journalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vacillation

 
/ˌvasəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
vacillator

 
/-ˌlātər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘sway unsteadily’): from Latin 
vacillat-

 ‘swayed,’ from the verb 
vacillare

 .





vacua

 
/ˈvakyəwə/






plural form of vacuum
 .









vacuity

 
/vaˈkyo͞oədē vəˈkyo͞oədē/






noun



1.
 
lack of thought or intelligence; empty-headedness




•
 
full of excitement, I listened to my first student sermon – only to be taken aback by its vacuity.










2.
 
empty space; emptiness.













vacuole

 
/ˈvakyo͞oˌōl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 a space or vesicle within the cytoplasm of a cell, enclosed by a membrane and typically containing fluid.




2.
 


[Biology]

 a small cavity or space in tissue, especially in nervous tissue as the result of disease.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vacuolar

 
/ˌvakyo͝oˈōlər ˈvakyələr /






adjective













2.
 
vacuolation

 
/ˌvakyo͞oəˈlāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, diminutive of Latin 
vacuus

 ‘empty.’





vacuous

 
/ˈvakyo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing a lack of thought or intelligence; mindless




•
 
a vacuous smile




•
 
vacuous slogans.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 empty.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vacuously

 
/ˈvakyo͞oəslē /






adverb













2.
 
vacuousness

 
/ˈvakyo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘empty of matter’): from Latin 
vacuus

 ‘empty’ + -ous
 .






vacuum

 
/ˈvakˌyo͞o(ə)m/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a space entirely devoid of matter.




2.
 
a space or container from which the air has been completely or partly removed.




3.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a gap left by the loss, death, or departure of someone or something formerly playing a significant part in a situation or activity




•
 
the political vacuum left by the death of the Emperor.










4.
 
(
pl.

 vacuums)
 — a vacuum cleaner.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean with a vacuum cleaner




•
 
the room needs to be vacuumed.














III.
 
phrases





in a vacuum






(of an activity or a problem to be considered) isolated from the context normal to it and in which it can best be understood or assessed.















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: modern Latin, neuter of Latin 
vacuus

 ‘empty.’





vacuum bottle






noun




another term for thermos
 .













vacuum brake

 
/ˈvaky(əw)əm ˈvakˌyo͞om brāk/






noun




a railroad-vehicle brake operated by changes in pressure in a continuous pipe that is generally kept exhausted of air by a pump and controls similar brakes throughout the train.














vacuum cleaner

 
/ˈvakyəm ˌklēnər/





I.
 
noun




an electrical apparatus that by means of suction collects dust and small particles from floors and other surfaces.








II.
 
derivatives





vacuum-clean

 
/ˈvakyəm ˌklēn /






verb





















vacuum distillation






noun






[Chemistry]

 distillation of a liquid under reduced pressure, enabling it to boil at a lower temperature than normal.













vacuum extraction






noun




the application of reduced pressure to extract something, particularly to assist childbirth or as a method of abortion, or as a technique for removing components of a chemical mixture.













vacuum extractor






noun




a cup-shaped appliance for performing vacuum extraction in childbirth.

Also called ventouse
 .













vacuum flask






noun




another term for thermos
 .













vacuum gauge

 
/ˈvaky(əw)əm ˈvakˌyo͞om ɡāj/






noun




a gauge for testing pressure after the production of a vacuum.













vacuum-pack

 
/ˈvakˌyo͞ompak/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
seal (a product) in packaging after any air has been removed so that the packaging is tight and firm




•
 
it is quickly vacuum-packed in foil pouches to ensure freshness




•
 (as 
adj.

 
vacuum-packed

 )
 
vacuum-packed cheese.



















vacuum pump

 
/ˈvaky(əw)əm ˈvakˌyo͞om pəmp/






noun




a pump used for creating a vacuum.













vacuum tube

 
/ˈvakyəm ˌt(y)o͞ob/






noun




an electron tube containing a near-vacuum that allows the free passage of electric current.














vade mecum

 
/ˌvādē ˈmēkəm vädē ˈmākəm/





I.
 
noun




a handbook or guide that is kept constantly at hand for consultation.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘go with me,’ from Latin 
vadere

 ‘go,’ from an Indo-European root shared by wade
 .





Vadodara

 
/vəˈdōdərə, -ˌrä/






a city in the state of Gujarat, western India; pop. 1,513,800 (est. 2009).










vadose

 
/ˈvādōs/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting underground water above the water table.

Compare with phreatic
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
vadosus

 , from 
vadum

 ‘shallow expanse of water.’





Vaduz

 
/vəˈdo͞oz/






the capital of Liechtenstein; pop. 5,000 (est. 2007).









vagabond

 
/ˈvaɡəˌbänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who wanders from place to place without a home or job.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a rascal; a rogue.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having no settled home.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 wander about as or like a vagabond.








IV.
 
derivatives





vagabondage

 
/ˈvaɡəˌbändij /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a criminal): from Old French, or from Latin 
vagabundus

 , from 
vagari

 ‘wander.’





vagal

 
/ˈvāɡəl/






adjective




of or relating to the vagus nerve.













vagarious

 
/vəˈɡerēəs vāˈɡerēəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 erratic and unpredictable in behavior or direction.











– origin

 late 18th cent. (in the sense ‘changing, inconstant’): from vagary
 + -ous
 .






vagary

 
/ˈvāɡərē/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
vagaries

 )


1.
 
an unexpected and inexplicable change in a situation or in someone's behavior




•
 
the vagaries of the weather.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (also as a verb in the sense ‘roam’): from Latin 
vagari

 ‘wander.’





vagi

 
/ˈvāɡī ˈvāˌjī ˈvāˌɡē ˈvāˌjē/






plural form of vagus
 .










vagina

 
/vəˈjīnə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the muscular tube leading from the external genitals to the cervix of the uterus in women and most female mammals.




2.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 any sheathlike structure, especially a sheath formed around a stem by the base of a leaf.








II.
 
derivatives





vaginal

 
/ˈvajənl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘sheath, scabbard,’ which is also the source of the word vanilla
 .





vagina dentata

 
/vəˌjīnə denˈtädə/





I.
 
noun




the motif of a vagina with teeth, occurring in folklore and fantasy and said to symbolize male fears of the dangers of sexual intercourse, especially of castration.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: 
dentata

 , feminine of Latin 
dentatus

 ‘having teeth.’





vaginal birth






noun




a birth in which the child is pushed out of the mother's uterus via the vagina, as opposed to being delivered surgically




•
 
the average hospital birth now costs between $7,000 for a vaginal birth and $16,000 for a C-section




•
 [
mass noun

 ]
 
injury during vaginal birth.



















vaginal plug






noun






[Zoology]

 a secretion that blocks the vagina of some rodents and insectivores after mating.













vaginismus

 
/ˌvajəˈnizməs/





I.
 
noun




painful spasmodic contraction of the vagina in response to physical contact or pressure (especially in sexual intercourse).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
vagina

 (see vagina
 ).





vaginitis

 
/ˌvajəˈnīdəs/






noun




inflammation of the vagina.













vaginoplasty

 
/ˈvajənəo͝oplastē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 plastic surgery performed to create or repair a vagina.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
vagina

 + 
-plasty

 .





vaginosis

 
/ˌvajəˈnōsəs/






noun




a bacterial infection of the vagina causing a malodorous white discharge.













vagotomy

 
/vāˈɡädəmē/





I.
 
noun




a surgical operation in which one or more branches of the vagus nerve are cut, typically to reduce the rate of gastric secretion (e.g., in treating peptic ulcers).








II.
 
derivatives





vagotomized

 
/-ˌmīzd /






adjective





















vagotonia

 
/ˌväɡəˈtōnēə/






noun




the condition in which there is increased influence of the parasympathetic nervous system and increased excitability of the vagus nerve, producing bradycardia and faintness.













vagrancy

 
/ˈvāɡrənsē/






noun




the state of living as a vagrant; homelessness




•
 
a descent into vagrancy and drug abuse.




















vagrant

 
/ˈvāɡrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person without a settled home or regular work who wanders from place to place and lives by begging.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a wanderer.




3.
 


[Ornithology]

 a bird that has strayed or been blown from its usual range or migratory route.

Also called accidental
 .








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
characteristic of, relating to, or living the life of a vagrant




•
 
vagrant beggars.










2.
 
moving from place to place; wandering




•
 
vagrant whales.










3.
 


‹literary›

 moving or occurring unpredictably; inconstant




•
 
the vagrant heart of my mother.














III.
 
derivatives





vagrantly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
vagarant

 ‘wandering around,’ from the verb 
vagrer

 .






vague

 
/vāɡ/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of uncertain, indefinite, or unclear character or meaning




•
 
many patients suffer vague symptoms.










2.
 
thinking or communicating in an unfocused or imprecise way




•
 
he had been very vague about his activities.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vagueness

 
/ˈvāɡnis /






noun













2.
 
vaguish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
vagus

 ‘wandering, uncertain.’





vaguely

 
/ˈvāɡlē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that is uncertain, indefinite, or unclear; roughly




•
 
he vaguely remembered talking to her once.










2.
 
in a way that is unfocused or lacks attention; absentmindedly




•
 
he nodded vaguely.










3.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — slightly




•
 
he looked vaguely familiar.




















vagus

 
/ˈvāɡəs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the tenth pair of cranial nerves, supplying the heart, lungs, upper digestive tract, and other organs of the chest and abdomen.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin (see vague
 ).






vail

 
/vāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 take off or lower (one's hat or crown) as a token of respect or submission.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 take off one's hat or otherwise show respect or submission to someone.











– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘lower (one's eyes, weapon, banner, etc.) as a sign of submission’): shortening of obsolete 
avale

 , from Old French 
avaler

 ‘to lower,’ from 
a val

 ‘down’ (literally ‘in the valley’).





Vail

 
/vāl/






a town in northern Colorado, a noted ski resort; pop. 4,768 (est. 2008).










vain

 
/vān/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing an excessively high opinion of one's appearance, abilities, or worth




•
 
their flattery made him vain.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — producing no result; useless




•
 
a vain attempt to tidy up the room




•
 
the vain hope of finding work.










3.
 
having no meaning or likelihood of fulfillment




•
 
a vain boast.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in vain






without success or a result




•
 
they waited in vain for a response.















2.
 
take someone's name in vain






use someone's name in a way that shows a lack of respect.












III.
 
derivatives





vainly

 
/ˈvānlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘devoid of real worth’): via Old French from Latin 
vanus

 ‘empty, without substance.’





vainglory

 
/ˈvānˌɡlôrē ˌvānˈɡlôrē/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 inordinate pride in oneself or one's achievements; excessive vanity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vainglorious

 
/ˌvānˈɡlôrēəs /






adjective













2.
 
vaingloriously

 
/ˌvānˈɡlôrēəslē /






adverb













3.
 
vaingloriousness

 
/ˌvānˈɡlôrēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: suggested by Old French 
vaine gloire

 , Latin 
vana gloria

 .






vair

 
/ver/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fur, typically bluish-gray, obtained from a variety of squirrel, used in the 13th and 14th centuries as a trimming or lining for garments.




2.
 


[Heraldry]

 fur, represented by interlocking rows of shield-shaped or bell-shaped figures that are typically alternately blue and white, as a tincture.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
varius

 (see various
 ).






Vaishnava

 
/ˈvīSHnəvə/





I.
 
noun




a member of one of the main branches of modern Hinduism, devoted to the worship of the god Vishnu as the supreme being, especially in his incarnation as Krishna.

Compare with Shaiva
 .











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
vaiṣṇava

 .





Vaishya

 
/ˈvīSHyə, ˈvīs- /

 
Vaisya





I.
 
noun




a member of the third of the four Hindu castes, comprising the merchants and farmers.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
vaiśya

 ‘peasant, laborer.’






vajayjay

 
/vəˈjājā/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a woman's genitals or vagina.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: humorous alteration of vagina
 .





vajazzle

 
/vəˈjaz(ə)l/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
vajazzling

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 adorn the pubic area (of a woman) with crystals, glitter, or other decoration.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: probably from vagina
 or vajayjay
 and bedazzle
 .





vajra

 
/ˈvəjrə/





I.
 
noun




(in Buddhism and Hinduism) a thunderbolt or mystical weapon, especially one wielded by the god Indra.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





Vajrayana

 
/ˌvəjrəˈyänə/





I.
 
noun




the Tantric tradition of Buddhism, especially when regarded as distinct from the Mahayana tradition from which it developed.











– origin

 Sanskrit 
vajrayāna

 , from 
vajra

 ‘thunderbolt’ (the god Indra's symbolic vehicle) and 
yāna

 ‘path, journey.’





valance

 
/ˈvaləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a length of decorative drapery attached to the canopy or frame of a bed in order to screen the structure or the space beneath it.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a length of decorative drapery hung above a window to screen the curtain fittings.




3.
 
a dust ruffle.








II.
 
derivatives





valanced

 
/ˈvalənst /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps Anglo-Norman French, from a shortened form of Old French 
avaler

 ‘descend’ (see vail
 ).





Valdosta

 
/valˈdästə/






a city in southern Georgia, southeast of Albany; pop. 48,547 (est. 2008).










vale1


 
/vāl/





I.
 
noun




a valley (used in place names or as a poetic term)




•
 
the Vale of Glamorgan.














II.
 
phrases





vale of tears








‹literary›

 the world regarded as a scene of trouble or sorrow.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
val

 , from Latin 
vallis

 , 
valles

 .





vale2


 
/ˈvälā /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
exclamation




farewell.








II.
 
noun




a written or spoken farewell.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘be well!, be strong!,’ imperative of 
valere

 .





valediction

 
/ˌvaləˈdikSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of saying farewell




•
 
he spread his palm in valediction.










2.
 
a statement or address made at or as a farewell




•
 
his official memorial valediction.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: based on Latin 
vale

 ‘goodbye’ + 
dicere

 ‘to say,’ on the pattern of 
benediction

 .






valedictorian

 
/ˌvalədikˈtôrēən/






noun




a student, typically having the highest academic achievements of the class, who delivers the valedictory at a graduation ceremony.

Compare with salutatorian
 .













valedictory

 
/ˌvaləˈdikt(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




serving as a farewell




•
 
a valedictory wave.














II.
 
noun




a farewell address.














valence

 
/ˈvāləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Chemistry]

 the combining power of an element, especially as measured by the number of hydrogen atoms it can displace or combine with




•
 
carbon always has a valence of 4.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 relating to or denoting electrons involved in or available for chemical bond formation




•
 
molecules with unpaired valence electrons.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 
[Linguistics]

 the number of grammatical elements with which a particular word, especially a verb, combines in a sentence.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
valentia

 ‘power, competence,’ from 
valere

 ‘be well or strong.’





Valencia

 
/vəˈlen(t)sēə vəˈlen(t)SHēə vəˈlenTHēə/





I.
 
an autonomous region of eastern Spain, on the Mediterranean coast. It was formerly a Moorish kingdom (1021–1238).




II.
 
the capital of Valencia, a port on the Mediterranean coast; pop. 807,200 (2008).




III.
 
a city in northern Venezuela; pop. 1,408,400 (est. 2009).









Valenciennes

 
/vəˌlensēˈen, ˌvalən-/





I.
 
noun




a type of bobbin lace.











– origin

 named after a town in northeastern France, where it was made in the 17th and 18th centuries.





valency

 
/ˈvālənsē/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 
[Linguistics]

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 another term for valence
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
valentia

 ‘power’ (see valence
 ).





-valent






combining form



1.
 
having a valency of the specified number




•
 
trivalent.










2.
 


[Genetics]

 (denoting a meiotic structure) composed of the specified number of chromosomes




•
 
univalent.



















valentine

 
/ˈvalənˌtīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a card sent, often anonymously, on St. Valentine's Day (February 14) to a person one loves or is attracted to.




2.
 
a person to whom one sends a card on Valentine's Day.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a person chosen (sometimes by lot) as a sweetheart or special friend): from Old French 
Valentin

 , from Latin 
Valentinus

 . See also Valentine, St.







Valentine, St.

 
/ˈvalənˌtīn/






either of two early Italian saints (who may have been the same person) traditionally commemorated on February 14—a Roman priest martyred 
c.

 269 and a bishop of Terni martyred at Rome. St. Valentine was regarded as the patron of lovers.









Valentine's Day

 
St. Valentine's Day





I.
 
noun




February 14, a day when it is traditional to send a card, often anonymously, to a person one is romantically involved with or attracted to




•
 
for Valentine's Day, your beloved has planned a romantic date




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
she exchanged Valentine's Day cards with her boyfriend.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Valentine, St.






Valentino, Rudolph

 
/ˌvalənˈtēnō/






(1895–1926), US actor, born in Italy; born 
Rodolfo Guglielmi di Valentina d'Antonguolla

 . He played the romantic hero in silent movies such as 
The Sheikh

 (1921) and 
Blood and Sand

 (1922).









Valera

 
/vəˈlerə/






see de Valera, Eamon
 .










valerian

 
/vəˈlirēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant that typically bears clusters of small pink or white flowers. Native to Eurasia, several species have been introduced to North America.

[Family 
Valerianaceae

 : several species, in particular 
common valerian

 (
Valeriana officinalis

 ), a valued medicinal herb, and the Mediterranean 
red valerian

 (
Centranthus ruber

 ), grown for its spurred flowers, which attract butterflies.]




2.
 
a drug obtained from the root of common valerian, used as a sedative and antispasmodic.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
valeriane

 , from medieval Latin 
valeriana (herba

 ), apparently the feminine of 
Valerianus

 ‘of Valerius’ (a personal name).





Valerian

 
/vəˈlirēən/






(died 260), Roman emperor 253–260; Latin name 
Publius Licinius Valerianius

 . He renewed the persecution of the Christians that was initiated by Decius.










valeric acid

 
/vəˌlerik ˈasəd, vəˌlirik ˈasəd/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 another term for pentanoic acid
 .








II.
 
derivatives





valerate

 
/ˈvaləˌrāt /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: 
valeric

 from valerian
 + -ic
 .





Valéry, Paul

 
/ˌvälāˈrē/






(1871–1945), French poet, essayist, and critic; full name 
Ambroise Paul Toussaint Jules Valéry

 . His poetry includes 
La Jeune parque

 (1917) and 
“Le Cimetière marin”

 (1922).










valet

 
/vaˈlā ˈvalət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man's personal male attendant, responsible for his clothes and appearance.




2.
 
a hotel employee performing valet duties for guests.




3.
 
a rack or stand on which to hang clothing.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person employed to park cars.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a valet to (a particular man).




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — work as a valet.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a footman acting as an attendant to a horseman): from French; related to vassal
 .





valet parking






noun




a service provided at a restaurant, club, or airport whereby an attendant parks and retrieves patrons' vehicles.














valetudinarian

 
/ˌvaləˌt(y)o͞odnˈerēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is unduly anxious about their health.




2.
 
a person suffering from poor health.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
showing undue concern about one's health.




2.
 
suffering from poor health.








III.
 
derivatives





valetudinarianism

 
/ˌvaləˌt(y)o͞od(ə)nˈerēəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
valetudinarius

 ‘in ill health’ (from 
valetudo

 ‘health,’ from 
valere

 ‘be well’) + -an
 .





valetudinary

 
/ˌvaləˈt(y)o͞odnˌerē/






adjective, noun




another term for valetudinarian
 .














valgus

 
/ˈvalɡəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a deformity involving oblique displacement of part of a limb away from the midline.

The opposite of varus
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘knock-kneed.’





Valhalla

 
/valˈhalə välˈhälə /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›






I.
 
a hall in which heroes killed in battle were believed to feast with Odin for eternity.







– origin

 modern Latin, from Old Norse 
Valhǫll

 , from 
valr

 ‘the slain’ + 
hǫll

 ‘hall.’





valiant

 
/ˈvalyənt/





I.
 
adjective




possessing or showing courage or determination




•
 
she made a valiant effort to hold her anger in check




•
 
a valiant warrior.














II.
 
derivatives





valiantly

 
/ˈvalyəntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘robust, well-built’): from Old French 
vailant

 , based on Latin 
valere

 ‘be strong.’






valid

 
/ˈvaləd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an argument or point) having a sound basis in logic or fact; reasonable or cogent




•
 
a valid criticism.










2.
 
legally binding due to having been executed in compliance with the law




•
 
a valid contract.










3.
 
legally or officially acceptable




•
 
the visas are valid for thirty days




•
 
a valid password.














II.
 
derivatives





validly

 
/ˈvalədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
valide

 or Latin 
validus

 ‘strong,’ from 
valere

 ‘be strong.’





validate

 
/ˈvaləˌdāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
check or prove the validity or accuracy of (something)




•
 
these estimates have been validated by periodic surveys.










2.
 
demonstrate or support the truth or value of




•
 
in a healthy family a child's feelings are validated.










3.
 
make or declare legally valid.




4.
 
recognize or affirm the validity or worth of (a person or their feelings or opinions); cause (a person) to feel valued or worthwhile




•
 
without Patti to validate my feelings, they seemed not to exist




•
 
he seems to need other women's attention to validate him as a man.














II.
 
derivatives





validation

 
/ˌvaləˈdāSHən /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘make legally valid’): from medieval Latin 
validat-

 ‘made legally valid,’ from the verb 
validare

 , from Latin 
validus

 (see valid
 ).





validity

 
/vəˈlidədē/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being logically or factually sound; soundness or cogency




•
 
one might question the validity of our data.










2.
 
the state of being legally or officially binding or acceptable




•
 
return travel must be within the validity of the ticket.



















valine

 
/ˈvaˌlēn ˈvāˌlēn/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an amino acid that is a constituent of most proteins. It is an essential nutrient in the diet of vertebrates.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )2
 CHCH(NH2
 )COOH.]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from 
val(eric acid)

 + -ine
 4
 .





valise

 
/vəˈlēs/





I.
 
noun




a small traveling bag or suitcase.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, from Italian 
valigia

 ; compare with medieval Latin 
valesia

 , of unknown origin.






Valium

 
/ˈvalēəm/





I.
 
noun




trademark for diazepam
 .











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





Valkyrie

 
/valˈkirē ˈvalˌkirē/





I.
 
noun






[Scandinavian Mythology]

 each of Odin's twelve handmaidens who conducted the slain warriors of their choice from the battlefield to Valhalla.











– origin

 from Old Norse 
Valkyrja

 , literally ‘chooser of the slain,’ from 
valr

 ‘the slain’ + 
kyrja

 ‘chooser.’





Valladolid

 
/ˌvalədəˈlid, ˌbäyədəˈlēd/





I.
 
a city in northern Spain, capital of Castilla-León region; pop. 318,461 (2008). It was the principal residence of the kings of Castile in the 15th century.




II.
 
former name (until 1828) of Morelia
 .









vallecula

 
/vəˈlekyələ/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 a groove or furrow.








II.
 
derivatives





vallecular

 
/-lər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from a late Latin variant of Latin 
vallicula

 , diminutive of Latin 
vallis

 ‘valley.’





Vallejo

 
/vəˈlāō, -ˌhō/






an industrial port city in north central California, on San Pablo Bay, northeast of San Francisco; pop. 114,729 (est. 2008).









Valletta

 
/vəˈledə/





I.
 
the capital and chief port of Malta; pop. 6,300 (est. 2006).







– origin

 named after Jean de 
La Valette

 , grand master of the Knights of Malta, who built the town after 1565.





valley

 
/ˈvalē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low area of land between hills or mountains, typically with a river or stream flowing through it.




2.
 


[Architecture]

 an internal angle formed by the intersecting planes of a roof, or by the slope of a roof and a wall.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
valee

 , based on Latin 
vallis

 , 
valles

 ; compare with vale
 1
 .





valley fever

 
San Joaquin Valley fever






noun






(N. Amer.)

 informal term for coccidioidomycosis
 .













Valley Forge






the site on the Schuylkill River in Pennsylvania, about 20 miles (32 km) northwest of Philadelphia, where George Washington's Continental Army spent the winter of 1777–78 in conditions of extreme hardship during the American Revolution.









Valley Girl






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a fashionable and affluent teenage girl from the Valley in southern California.













Valley of the Kings






a valley near ancient Thebes in Egypt where the pharaohs of the New Kingdom (
c.

 1550–1070 
BC

 ) were buried.









Valley Stream






an industrial and commercial village in west central Long Island, southeast of New York; pop. 36,007 (est. 2008).









Valois

 
/valˈwä, ˈvalˌwä/






the French royal house from the accession of Philip VI, successor to the last Capetian king, in 1328 to the death of 
Henry III in 1589

 , when the throne passed to the Bourbons.










Valona

 
/vəˈlōnə/






Italian name for Vlorë
 .










valonia

 
/vəˈlōnēə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an evergreen oak tree native to southern Europe and western Asia.

[
Quercus macrolepis

 , family 
Fagaceae

 .]




2.
 
the acorn cups of the valonia oak, which yield a black dye and are used in tanning.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian 
vallonia

 , based on Greek 
balanos

 ‘acorn.’





valor

 
/ˈvalər /

 


‹Brit.›

 valour





I.
 
noun




great courage in the face of danger, especially in battle




•
 
the medals are awarded for acts of valor.














II.
 
derivatives





valorous

 
/ˈvalərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting worth derived from personal qualities or rank): via Old French from late Latin 
valor

 , from 
valere

 ‘be strong.’





valorize

 
/ˈvaləˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or ascribe value or validity to (something)




•
 
the culture valorizes the individual.










2.
 
raise or fix the price or value of (a commodity or currency) by artificial means, especially by government action.








II.
 
derivatives





valorization

 
/ˌvalərəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvaləˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: back-formation from 
valorization

 (from French 
valorisation

 , from 
valeur

 ‘value’).





Valparaíso

 
/ˌvalpəˈrīzō, ˌbälpärəˈēsō/






the principal port of Chile, in the center of the country, near Santiago; pop. 275,000 (est. 2006).









Valpolicella

 
/ˌvalˌpōləˈCHelə, ˌväl-/






noun




red Italian wine made in the Val Policella district.













valproic acid

 
/valˌprō-ik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a synthetic crystalline compound with anticonvulsant properties, used (generally as salts) in the treatment of epilepsy.

[Alternative name: 
2-propylpentanoic acid

 ; chem. formula: C7
 H15
 COOH.]











– origin

 1970s: 
valproic

 from 
valeric

 (see valeric acid
 ) + 
pro(pyl)

 + -ic
 .





Valsalva maneuver

 
/valˈsalvə məˌno͞ovər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the action of attempting to exhale with the nostrils and mouth, or the glottis, closed. This increases pressure in the middle ear and the chest, as when bracing to lift heavy objects, and is used as a means of equalizing pressure in the ears.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Antonio M. 
Valsalva

 (1666–1723), Italian anatomist.





valse

 
/väls/





I.
 
noun




French term for waltz
 (esp. as used in the titles of pieces of music).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from German 
Walzer

 .





valuable

 
/ˈvaly(o͞o)əb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
worth a great deal of money




•
 
a valuable antique.










2.
 
extremely useful or important




•
 
my time is valuable.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
valuables

 )


1.
 
a thing that is of great worth, especially a small item of personal property




•
 
put all your valuables in the hotel safe.














III.
 
derivatives





valuably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















valuable consideration






noun






[Law]

 legal consideration having some economic value, which is necessary for a contract to be enforceable.













valuation

 
/ˌvalyəˈwāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an estimation of something's worth, especially one carried out by a professional appraiser




•
 
it is wise to obtain an independent valuation.










2.
 
the monetary worth of something, especially as estimated by an appraiser.








II.
 
derivatives





valuate

 
/ˈvalyo͞oˌāt /






verb





















valuation date






noun






[Finance]

 the date on which an asset is officially appraised and priced




•
 
the local market probably moved very little between the date of sale and the valuation date.



















valuator

 
/ˈvalyəˌwādər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who makes valuations.













value

 
/ˈvalyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the regard that something is held to deserve; the importance, worth, or usefulness of something




•
 
your support is of great value.










2.
 
the material or monetary worth of something




•
 
prints seldom rise in value




•
 
equipment is included up to a total value of $500.










3.
 
the worth of something compared to the price paid or asked for it




•
 
at $12.50 the book is a 
good value

 .










4.
 
(
values

 )
 — a person's principles or standards of behavior; one's judgment of what is important in life




•
 
they internalize their parents' rules and values.










5.
 
the numerical amount denoted by an algebraic term; a magnitude, quantity, or number




•
 
the mean value of x




•
 
an accurate value for the mass of Venus.










6.
 


[Music]

 the relative duration of the sound signified by a note.




7.
 


[Linguistics]

 the meaning of a word or other linguistic unit.




8.
 
the quality or tone of a spoken sound; the sound represented by a letter.




9.
 


[Art]

 the relative degree of lightness or darkness of a particular color




•
 
the artist has used adjacent color values as the landscape recedes.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
estimate the monetary worth of (something)




•
 
his estate was 
valued at

 $45,000.










2.
 
consider (someone or something) to be important or beneficial; have a high opinion of




•
 
she had come to value her privacy and independence.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, feminine past participle of 
valoir

 ‘be worth,’ from Latin 
valere

 .





value added





I.
 
noun






[Economics]

 the amount by which the value of an article is increased at each stage of its production, exclusive of initial costs.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ] (
value-added

 )


1.
 
(of goods) having features added to a basic line or model for which the buyer is prepared to pay extra.




2.
 
(of a company) offering specialized or extended services in a commercial area.













value-added tax

 
VAT






noun




a tax on the amount by which the value of an article has been increased at each stage of its production or distribution.













value analysis






noun




the systematic and critical assessment by an organization of every feature of a product to ensure that its cost is no greater than is necessary to carry out its functions.













value chain






noun




the process or activities by which a company adds value to an article, including production, marketing, and the provision of after-sales service.













valued

 
/ˈvalyo͞od/






adjective




considered to be important or beneficial; cherished




•
 
a valued friend.



















value-free

 
/ˈvalyo͞o frē/






adjective




free from criteria imposed by subjective values or standards; purely objective




•
 
real science could and should be value-free.



















value judgment

 
/ˈvalyo͞o ˌjəjmənt/






noun




an assessment of something as good or bad in terms of one's standards or priorities.













value-laden

 
/ˈvalyo͞o ˈlādn/






adjective




presupposing the acceptance of a particular set of values




•
 
governments' judgments are value-laden.



















valueless

 
/ˈvalyo͞oləs/





I.
 
adjective




having no value; worthless




•
 
cherished but valueless heirlooms.














II.
 
derivatives





valuelessness






noun





















value-neutral

 
/ˈvalyo͞oˌn(y)o͞otrəl/






adjective




not presupposing the acceptance of any particular values.













value proposition






noun




(in marketing) an innovation, service, or feature intended to make a company or product attractive to customers.













value stock






noun






[Finance]

 shares of a company with solid fundamentals that are priced below those of its peers, based on analysis of price/earnings ratio, yield, and other factors.

Compare with growth stock
 .













valuta

 
/vəˈlo͞odə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the value of one currency with respect to its exchange rate with another.




2.
 
foreign currency




•
 
these internal flights supply valuta to the cash-starved confederation.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘value.’






valvate

 
/ˈvalvāt/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of sepals or other parts) having adjacent edges abutting rather than overlapping.

Compare with imbricate
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
valvatus

 ‘having folding doors,’ from 
valva

 ‘valve.’





valve

 
/valv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device for controlling the passage of fluid through a pipe or duct, especially an automatic device allowing movement in one direction only.




2.
 
(in full 
thermionic valve

 )
 — 

[Electronics]

 British term for thermionic tube
 .




3.
 


[Music]

 a cylindrical mechanism in a brass instrument that, when depressed or turned, admits air into different sections of tubing and so extends the range of available notes.




4.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a membranous fold in a hollow organ or tubular structure, such as a blood vessel or the digestive tract, that maintains the flow of the contents in one direction by closing in response to any pressure from reverse flow.




5.
 


[Zoology]

 each of the halves of the hinged shell of a bivalve mollusk or brachiopod, or of the parts of the compound shell of a barnacle.




6.
 


[Botany]

 each of the halves or sections into which a dry fruit (especially a pod or capsule) dehisces.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
valved

 
/valvd /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a branchiopod has a two-valved outer covering



















2.
 
valveless

 
/ˈvalvləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a leaf of a folding or double door): from Latin 
valva

 .





valve head






noun




the part of a vertically opening valve that is lifted off the valve aperture to open the valve.













valvular

 
/ˈvalvyələr/





I.
 
adjective




relating to, having, or acting as a valve or valves




•
 
valvular heart disease




•
 
three pairs of valvular apertures.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
valvula

 (diminutive of Latin 
valva

 ‘leaf of a door’) + -ar
 1
 .





valvulitis

 
/ˌvalvyəˈlīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the valves of the heart.














vambrace

 
/ˈvambrās/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a piece of armor for the arm, especially the forearm.











– origin

 Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French shortening of Old French 
avantbras

 , from 
avant

 ‘before’ + 
bras

 ‘arm.’ Compare with vamplate
 .





vamoose

 
/vaˈmo͞os vəˈmo͞os/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 depart hurriedly




•
 
we'd better vamoose before we're caught.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish 
vamos

 ‘let us go.’





vamp1


 
/vamp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the upper front part of a boot or shoe.




2.
 
(in jazz and popular music) a short, simple introductory passage, usually repeated several times until otherwise instructed.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — attach a new upper to (a boot or shoe).




2.
 
(
vamp something up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 repair or improve something




•
 
the production values have been vamped up.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — repeat a short, simple passage of music




•
 
the band was vamping gently behind his busy lead guitar.

















– origin

 Middle English (denoting the foot of a stocking): shortening of Old French 
avantpie

 , from 
avant

 ‘before’ + 
pie

 ‘foot.’ The musical sense of the verb developed from the general sense ‘improvise.’





vamp2


 
/vamp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a woman who uses sexual attraction to exploit men.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
blatantly set out to attract




•
 
she had not vamped him like some wicked Jezebel.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vampish






adjective













2.
 
vampishly






adverb













3.
 
vampy






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of vampire
 .






vampire

 
/ˈvamˌpī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a corpse supposed, in European folklore, to leave its grave at night to drink the blood of the living by biting their necks with long pointed canine teeth.




2.
 
a person who preys ruthlessly on others




•
 
the protectionist vampires in the Congress.










3.
 
(also 
vampire bat

 )
 — a small bat that feeds on the blood of mammals or birds using its two sharp incisor teeth and anticoagulant saliva, found mainly in tropical America.

See also false vampire
 . [Family 
Desmodontidae

 (or 
Phyllostomidae

 ): three species, in particular the 
common vampire

 (
Desmodus rotundus

 ).]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vampiric

 
/vamˈpirik /






adjective













2.
 
vampirish






adjective



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, from Hungarian 
vampir

 , perhaps from Turkish 
uber

 ‘witch.’





vampirism

 
/ˈvampī(ə)ˌrizəm/






noun




the action or practices of a vampire.














vamplate

 
/ˈvamplāt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a circular plate on a spear or lance designed to protect the hand.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
vauntplate

 , from 
avant

 ‘before’ + 
plate

 ‘thin plate.’ Compare with vambrace
 .





van1


 
/van/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a covered boxlike motor vehicle, typically having a rear door and sliding doors on the side panels, used for transporting goods or people.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 an enclosed railroad freight car.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a caravan.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: shortening of caravan
 .





van2


 
/van/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the van

 )


1.
 
the foremost part of a company of people moving or preparing to move forward, especially the foremost division of an advancing military force




•
 


in the van

 were the foremost chiefs and some of the warriors astride horses.










2.
 
the forefront




•
 
he was 
in the van

 of the movement to encourage the cultivation of wildflowers.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: abbreviation of vanguard
 .





van3


 
/van/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a winnowing fan.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a bird's wing.











– origin

 late Middle English: dialect variant of fan
 1
 , probably reinforced by Old French 
van

 or Latin 
vannus

 .





Van, Lake

 
/van, vän/






a large saltwater lake in the mountains of eastern Turkey.









vanadate

 
/ˈvanəˌdāt/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a salt in which the anion contains vanadium and oxygen, especially one of the anion VO4
 3
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from vanadium
 + -ate
 1
 .





vanadinite

 
/vəˈnādnˌīt, -ˈnadn-/





I.
 
noun




a rare reddish-brown mineral consisting of a vanadate and chloride of lead, typically occurring as an oxidation product of lead ores.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from vanadium
 + -ite
 1
 .






vanadium

 
/vəˈnādēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
V

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 23, a hard gray metal of the transition series, used to make alloy steels.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Old Norse 
Vanadis

 (a name of the Scandinavian goddess Freyja).





vanadium steel






noun




a strong alloy of steel containing vanadium.













Van Allen, James Alfred

 
/van ˈalən/






(1914–2006), US physicist. He used balloons and rockets to study cosmic radiation in the upper atmosphere and showed that specific zones of high radiation were the result of charged particles from the solar wind being trapped in two belts around the earth.









Van Allen belt






noun




each of two regions of intense radiation partly surrounding the earth at heights of several thousand kilometers.













Vanbrugh, Sir John

 
/ˈvanbrə/






(1664–1726), British architect and playwright. His comedies include 
The Relapse

 (1696) and 
The Provok'd Wife

 (1697). His architectural works include Castle Howard (1702) and Blenheim Palace (1705), both produced in collaboration with Nicholas Hawksmoor (1661-1736).









Van Buren, Abigail

 
/van ˈbyo͝orən/






(1918–2013), US journalist; born 
Pauline Esther Friedman

 . Author of the syndicated “Dear Abby” advice column from 1956, she competed with her twin sister, advice columnist Ann Landers. In 1987, Van Buren's column became coauthored with her daughter, Jeanne Phillips, who, by 2000, had assumed sole authorship.









Van Buren, Martin






(1782–1862), 8th president of the US 1837–41. Before succeeding President Jackson, he served as vice president 1833–37. A Democrat, he is noted for his development of the two-party system. His measure of placing government funds, previously held in private banks, in an independent government treasury displeased many Democrats.









vancomycin

 
/ˌvaNGkəˈmīsin/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a bacterial antibiotic used against resistant strains of streptococcus and staphylococcus.

[This antibiotic is obtained from the bacterium 
Streptomyces orientalis

 .]











– origin

 1950s: from 
vanco-

 (of unknown origin) + -mycin
 .





Vancouver

 
/vanˈko͞ovər/





I.
 
a city and port in British Columbia, in southwestern Canada, on the mainland opposite Vancouver Island; pop. 578,041 (2006). It is the largest city and chief port in western Canada.




II.
 
an industrial port city in southwestern Washington, on the Columbia River, north of Portland in Oregon; pop. 163,186 (est. 2008).









Vancouver, George






(1757–98), English navigator. He led an exploration of the coasts of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawaii (1791–92) and later charted much of the west coast of North America between southern Alaska and California. Vancouver Island and the city of Vancouver, Canada, are named after him.









Vancouver Island






a large island off the Pacific coast of Canada, in southwestern British Columbia. Its capital, Victoria, is the capital of British Columbia.









Vancouverite

 
/vanˈko͞ovərīt/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Vancouver




•
 
Vancouverites woke up to a winter wonderland this Friday morning.














II.
 
adjective




relating to Vancouver




•
 
Vancouverite bands




•
 
my Vancouverite affinity for nature.




















Vanda

 
/ˈvändə/






Swedish name for Vantaa
 .









vandal

 
/ˈvandl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who deliberately destroys or damages public or private property




•
 
the rear window of the car was smashed by vandals.










2.
 
(
Vandal

 )
 — a member of a Germanic people that ravaged Gaul, Spain, and North Africa in the 4th–5th centuries and sacked Rome in 
AD

 455.











– origin

 from Latin 
Vandalus

 , of Germanic origin. 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





vandalism

 
/ˈvandlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




action involving deliberate destruction of or damage to public or private property.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vandalistic

 
/ˌvandəˈlistik /






adjective













2.
 
vandalistically

 
/ˌvandlˈistik(ə)lē /






adverb





















vandalize

 
/ˈvandlˌīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
deliberately destroy or damage (public or private property)




•
 
stations have been wrecked and vandalized beyond recognition.



















van de Graaff generator

 
/ˌvan də ˌɡraf ˈjenəˌrādər/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a machine devised to produce a high voltage by means of an endless belt collecting electrostatic charge from a source and transferring it to a large isolated metal dome, on which a large charge accumulates.











– origin

 1930s: named after Robert Jemison 
van de Graaff

 (1901–67), US physicist.





Vanderbijlpark

 
/ˈvandərˌbīlˌpärk/






a steel-manufacturing city in South Africa, south of Johannesburg; pop. 220,100 (est. 2009).









Vanderbilt, Cornelius

 
/ˈvandərˌbilt/






(1794–1877), US businessman and philanthropist. He amassed a fortune from shipping and railroads and made an endowment to found Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee (1873).









Van der Post, Sir Laurens

 
/ˌvan dər ˈpōst/






(1906–96), South African explorer and writer; full name 
Sir Laurens Jan Van der Post

 . His books, including 
Venture to the Interior

 (1952) and 
The Lost World of the Kalahari

 (1958), combine travel writing and descriptions of fauna with philosophical speculation.









van der Waals forces

 
/ˈvan dər ˌwôlz, -ˌvälz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Chemistry]

 weak, short-range electrostatic attractive forces between uncharged molecules, arising from the interaction of permanent or transient electric dipole moments.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Johannes 
van der Waals

 (1837–1923), Dutch physicist.





Van Devanter, Willis

 
/van dəˈvantər/






(1859–1941), US Supreme Court associate justice 1911–37. Appointed to the Court by President Taft, he was a conservative and stayed on the Court longer than he intended in hopes of blocking many of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs.










van de Velde

 
/ˌvan də ˈveldə/





I.
 
the name of a family of Dutch painters.




II.
 


Willem

 (1611–93); known as 
Willem van de Velde the Elder

 . He painted marine subjects, was official artist to the Dutch fleet, and worked for Britain's Charles II.




III.
 


Willem

 (1633–1707), son of Willem the Elder; known as 
Willem van de Velde the Younger

 . He was also a notable marine artist who painted for Charles II.




IV.
 


Adriaen

 (1636–72); son of Willem the Elder. He painted landscapes, portraits, and biblical and genre scenes.










van de Velde, Henri






(1863–1957), Belgian architect, designer, and teacher; full name 
Henri Clemens van de Velde

 . He pioneered the development of art nouveau design and architecture in Europe.









Van Diemen's Land

 
/ˌvan ˈdēmənz ˌland/






former name (until 1855) of Tasmania
 .









Van Doren

 
/van ˈdôrən/





I.
 
the name of a family of US writers and teachers.




II.
 


Carl (Clinton) Van Doren

 (1885–1950), historian and literary critic, noted as the author of the biography 
Benjamin Franklin

 (1938).




III.
 


Mark (Albert) Van Doren

 (1894–1972), poet and educator; son of Carl. His work is compiled in 
Collected Poems

 (1939).




IV.
 


Charles (Lincoln) Van Doren

 (1926–), writer and educator; son of Mark. He was involved in a quiz show scandal for having been given the answers prior to his appearances on television's 
Twenty One

 in 1957.









Van Dyck, Sir Anthony

 
/van ˈdīk /

 
Vandyke






(1599–1641), Flemish painter. He is noted for his portraits of members of the English court.









Vandyke

 
/vanˈdīk /

 
vandyke





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad lace or linen collar with an edge deeply cut into large points (in imitation of a style frequently depicted in portraits by Sir Anthony Van Dyck), fashionable in the 18th century.




2.
 
each of a number of large deep-cut points on the border or fringe of a garment or piece of material.




3.
 
(also 
Vandyke beard

 )
 — a neat, pointed beard.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a style of garment or decorative design associated with the portraits of Van Dyck




•
 
a Vandyke handkerchief.



















Van Dyke, Dick

 
/van ˈdīk/






(1925–), US actor and comedian; full name 
Richard Wayne Van Dyke

 . He starred in the television series 
The Dick Van Dyke Show

 (1961–66) and 
Diagnosis Murder

 (1993–2001). His movies include 
Bye Bye Birdie

 (1963), which he also did on Broadway 1960–61, and 
Mary Poppins

 (1965).









Vandyke brown






noun




a deep rich brown.














vane

 
/vān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a broad blade attached to a rotating axis or wheel that pushes or is pushed by wind or water and forms part of a machine or device such as a windmill, propeller, or turbine.




2.
 
short for weathervane
 .




3.
 
the flat part on either side of the shaft of a feather.




4.
 
a broad, flat projecting surface designed to guide the motion of a projectile, such as a feather on an arrow or a fin on a torpedo.








II.
 
derivatives





vaned






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a three-vaned windmill

























– origin

 late Middle English: dialect variant of obsolete 
fane

 ‘banner,’ of Germanic origin.





Vänern

 
/ˈvenərn/






a lake in southwestern Sweden, the largest lake in the country and the third largest in Europe.









Van Eyck, Jan

 
/van ˈīk/






(
c.

 1370–1441), Flemish painter. Notable works: 
The Adoration of the Lamb

 (known as the Ghent Altarpiece, 1432) in the church of St. Bavon in Ghent and 
The Arnolfini Marriage

 (1434).










vang

 
/vaNG/





I.
 
noun






[Sailing]

 each of two guy ropes running from the end of a gaff to opposite sides of the deck.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: variant of obsolete 
fang

 , denoting a gripping device, from Old Norse 
fang

 ‘grasp,’ of Germanic origin.





Van Gogh, Vincent

 
/van ˈɡō, ˈɡäKH/






(1853–90), Dutch painter; full name 
Vincent Willem Van Gogh

 . He is best known for his post-impressionist work. His most famous pictures include several studies of sunflowers and 
A Starry Night

 (1889). Suffering from severe depression, he cut off part of his own ear and eventually committed suicide.










vanguard

 
/ˈvanˌɡärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of people leading the way in new developments or ideas




•
 
the experimental spirit of the modernist vanguard.










2.
 
a position at the forefront of new developments or ideas




•
 
the prototype was 
in the vanguard of

 technical development.










3.
 
the foremost part of an advancing army or naval force.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vanguardism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
vanguardist






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the foremost part of an army): shortening of Old French 
avan(t)garde

 , from 
avant

 ‘before’ + 
garde

 ‘guard.’






vanilla

 
/vəˈnilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance obtained from vanilla beans or produced artificially and used to flavor sweet foods or to impart a fragrant scent to cosmetic preparations


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
vanilla ice cream.










2.
 
ice cream flavored with vanilla




•
 
four scoops of vanilla with hot fudge sauce.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — of the yellowish-white color of vanilla ice cream




•
 
a vanilla dress.










4.
 
a tropical climbing orchid that has fragrant flowers and long podlike fruit.

[Genus 
Vanilla

 , family 
Orchidaceae

 : many species, in particular 
V. planifolia

 , the chief commercial source of vanilla beans.]




5.
 
(also 
vanilla bean

 or 
vanilla pod

 )
 — the fruit of the vanilla plant, which is cured and then either used in cooking or processed to extract an essence that is used for flavor and fragrance.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 having no special or extra features; ordinary or standard




•
 
choosing plain vanilla technology wherever you can will save you money.




•
 
the original, vanilla MP3 format is still the most commonly encountered form of the technology.




•
 
they seem to be quite content in their plain vanilla domestic life.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Spanish 
vainilla

 ‘pod,’ diminutive of 
vaina

 ‘sheath, pod,’ from Latin 
vagina

 ‘sheath.’ The spelling change was due to association with French 
vanille

 .





vanillin

 
/vəˈnilin ˈvanələn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a fragrant compound that is the essential constituent of vanilla.

[Alternative name: 
3-methoxy-4-hydroxybenzaldehyde

 ; chem. formula: CH3
 OC6
 H3
 (OH)CHO.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from vanilla
 + -in
 1
 .





Vanir

 
/ˈvänir/






noun






[Scandinavian Mythology]

 a race of Norse gods, allies of the Aesir, that function as fertility divinities.













vanish

 
/ˈvaniSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
disappear suddenly and completely




•
 
Mary vanished without a trace.










2.
 
gradually cease to exist




•
 
the days of the extended family are vanishing.










3.
 


[Mathematics]

 become zero.











– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old French 
e(s)vaniss-

 , lengthened stem of 
e(s)vanir

 , from Latin 
evanescere

 ‘die away.’





vanishing cream

 
/ˈvaniSHiNG krēm/






noun






‹dated›

 a cream or ointment that leaves no visible trace when rubbed into the skin.













vanishingly

 
/ˈvaniSHiNGlē/






adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 
in such a manner or to such a degree as almost to become invisible, nonexistent, or negligible




•
 
an event of 
vanishingly small

 probability.



















vanishing point

 
/ˈvaniSHiNG ˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
the point at which receding parallel lines viewed in perspective appear to converge.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the point at which something that has been growing smaller or increasingly faint disappears altogether




•
 
custody fees have dropped close to the vanishing point.



















vanitas

 
/ˈvanəˌtäs/





I.
 
noun




a still-life painting of a 17th-century Dutch genre containing symbols of death or change as a reminder of their inevitability.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘vanity.’





vanity

 
/ˈvanədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
excessive pride in or admiration of one's own appearance or achievements




•
 
it flattered his vanity to think I was in love with him




•
 
the personal vanities and ambitions of politicians.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a person or company that publishes works at the author's expense




•
 
a vanity press.










3.
 
the quality of being worthless or futile




•
 
the vanity of human wishes.










4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a dressing table.




5.
 
a bathroom unit consisting of a washbasin typically set into a counter with a cabinet beneath.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vanite

 , from Latin 
vanitas

 , from 
vanus

 ‘empty’ (see vain
 ).





vanity case






noun




a small case fitted with a mirror and compartments for makeup.













Vanity Fair






noun




the world regarded as a place of frivolity and idle amusement (originally with reference to Bunyan's 
Pilgrim's Progress

 ).













vanity mirror

 
/ˈvanədē ˈmirər/






noun




a small mirror used for applying makeup, especially one fitted in a visor of a motor vehicle.













vanity plate

 
/ˈvanədē plāt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a vehicle license plate bearing a distinctive or personalized combination of letters, numbers, or both.













vanity sizing






noun




the practice of assigning smaller sizes to articles of manufactured clothing than is really the case, in order to encourage sales.













vanity table






noun




a dressing table.













vanload

 
/ˈvanˌlōd/






noun




an amount of people or things that can be carried in one van




•
 
a vanload of senior citizens.



















Van Nuys

 
/van ˈnīz/






an industrial and residential section of northwestern Los Angeles in California, a center of aerospace manufacturing.









vanpool

 
/ˈvanpo͞ol/






noun




an arrangement whereby commuters travel together in a van.













vanquish

 
/ˈvaNGkwiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
defeat thoroughly




•
 
Mexican forces vanquished the French army in a battle in Puebla.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vanquishable

 
/ˈvaNGkwiSHəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
vanquisher

 
/ˈvaNGkwiSHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vencus

 , 
venquis

 (past participle and past tense of 
veintre

 ), 
vainquiss-

 (lengthened stem of 
vainquir

 ), from Latin 
vincere

 ‘conquer.’





vanquishment

 
/ˈvaNGkwiSHmənt/






noun






‹literary›

 the thorough defeat of a person or thing




•
 
the vanquishment of their enemies




•
 
his vanquishment of perceived injustices.



















Van Rensselaer, Stephen

 
/ˌvan ˌrensəˈli(ə)r, ˈrensələr/






(1764–1839), US army officer and politician. He held various state positions in New York and participated in the War of 1812. A Federalist, he served in the US House of Representatives 1822–29. He also founded the technical school (1824) that became Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York.










Vantaa

 
/ˈväntä/






a city in southern Finland, a northern suburb of Helsinki; pop. 196,934 (2009).

Swedish name Vanda
 .









vantage

 
/ˈvan(t)ij /

 
vantage point





I.
 
noun




a place or position affording a good view of something




•
 
from my vantage point I could see into the front garden




•
 


‹figurative›

 the past is continuously reinterpreted from the vantage point of the present.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, shortening of Old French 
avantage

 ‘advantage.’






Vanuatu

 
/ˌväno͞oˈädo͞o ˌvano͞oˈado͞o/






I.

1.
 
a country that consists of a group of islands in the southwestern Pacific Ocean; pop. 218,500 (est. 2009); capital, Vila; languages, Bislama, English, and French (all official).





The islands were administered jointly by Britain and France as the New Hebrides. Vanuatu became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1980.




II.
 
derivatives





Vanuatuan

 
/-ˈäto͞oən /






adjective, noun





















Vanzetti, Bartolomeo

 
/vanˈzetē/






(1888–1927), US political radical; born in Italy. In 1921, along with Nicola Sacco, he was accused and convicted of murder in a sensational trial. In 1927, both men were executed in the electric chair, in a still controversial outcome.









vape

 
/vāp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inhale and exhale the vapor produced by an electronic cigarette or similar device




•
 
I'd rather people vaped indoors than smoked outside




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
many smokers have started vaping e-cigarettes to help them cut down




•
 (as 
noun

 
vaping

 )
 
there's concern that young people may take up vaping as a less harmful alternative to smoking.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an electronic cigarette or similar device




•
 
I've been using a vape now for 15 weeks.










2.
 
an act of inhaling and exhaling the vapor produced by an electronic cigarette or similar device




•
 
my cravings went away as soon as I took a vape.














III.
 
derivatives





vaper






noun



















– origin

 1980s (in reference to an experimental “non-combustible” cigarette): abbreviation of vapor
 or vaporize
 .





vapid

 
/ˈvapəd/





I.
 
adjective




offering nothing that is stimulating or challenging




•
 
tuneful but vapid musical comedies.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vapidity

 
/vəˈpidədē /






noun













2.
 
vapidly

 
/ˈvapədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (used originally in description of drinks as ‘lacking in flavor’): from Latin 
vapidus

 .






vapor

 
/ˈvāpər /

 


‹Brit.›

 vapour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a substance diffused or suspended in the air, especially one normally liquid or solid




•
 
dense clouds of smoke and toxic vapor




•
 
chemical vapors.










2.
 


[Physics]

 a gaseous substance that is below its critical temperature, and can therefore be liquefied by pressure alone.

Compare with gas
 .




3.
 
(
the vapors

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 a sudden feeling of faintness or nervousness or a state of depression.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk in a vacuous, boasting, or pompous way




•
 
he was vaporing on about the days of his youth.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vaporish






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
vaporous

 
/ˈvāp(ə)rəs /






adjective













3.
 
vaporousness

 
/ˈvāpərəsnəs /






noun













4.
 
vapory

 
/ˈvāpərē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
vapour

 , or from Latin 
vapor

 ‘steam, heat.’ The current verb sense dates from the early 17th cent.





vapor barrier






noun




a thin layer of impermeable material, typically polyethylene sheeting, included in building construction to prevent moisture from damaging the fabric of the building.













vapor density






noun






[Chemistry]

 the density of a particular gas or vapor relative to that of hydrogen at the same pressure and temperature.













vaporetto

 
/ˌväpəˈretō, ˌvapə-/





I.
 
noun




(in Venice) a canal boat (originally a steamboat, now a motorboat) used for public transportation.











– origin

 Italian, diminutive of 
vapore

 ‘steam,’ from Latin 
vapor

 .






vaporize

 
/ˈvāpəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb




convert or be converted into vapor


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
there is a large current that is sufficient to vaporize carbon




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
cold gasoline does not vaporize readily.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vaporizable






adjective













2.
 
vaporization

 
/ˌvāp(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvāpəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















vaporizer

 
/ˈvāpəˌrīzər/






noun




a device that generates a particular substance in the form of vapor, especially for medicinal inhalation.













vapor lock

 
/ˈvāpər läk/






noun




an interruption in the flow of a liquid through a fuel line or other pipe as a result of vaporization of the liquid.













vapor pressure

 
/ˈvāpər ˈpreSHər/






noun






[Chemistry]

 the pressure of a vapor in contact with its liquid or solid form.













vapor trail

 
/ˈvāpər trāl/






noun




another term for contrail
 .













vaporware

 
/ˈvāpərˌwer /

 


‹Brit.›

 vapourware






noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 software or hardware that has been advertised but is not yet available to buy, either because it is only a concept or because it is still being written or designed.














vaquero

 
/väˈkerō/





I.
 
noun




(in Spanish-speaking parts of the US) a cowboy; a cattle driver.











– origin

 Spanish, from 
vaca

 ‘cow.’





VAR






abbreviation



1.
 
value-added reseller, a company that adds extra features to products it has bought before selling them on.




2.
 
value at risk, a method of quantifying the risk of holding a financial asset.













var.






abbreviation




variety.













vara

 
/ˈvärə/






noun



1.
 
a unit of linear measure, formerly used in Latin America and Texas, equal to about 33 inches (84 cm).




2.
 
a long spiked lance used by a picador.













varactor

 
/ˌvəˈraktər/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a semiconductor diode with a capacitance dependent on the applied voltage.











– origin

 1950s: from elements of 
variable reactor

 .






Varanasi

 
/vəˈränəsē/






a city on the Ganges River, in Uttar Pradesh, in northern India; pop. 1,200,600 (est. 2009). It is a holy city and a place of pilgrimage for Hindus, who undergo ritual purification in the Ganges.

Former name Benares
 .









Varangian

 
/vəˈranjēən/





I.
 
noun




any of the Scandinavian voyagers who traveled by land and up rivers into Russia in the 9th and 10th centuries 
AD

 , establishing the Rurik dynasty and gaining great influence in the Byzantine Empire.











– origin

 from medieval Latin 
Varangus

 (a name ultimately from Old Norse, probably based on 
vár

 ‘pledge’) + -ian
 .





Vargas, Getúlio Dornelles

 
/ˈvärɡəs/






(1883–1954), Brazilian statesman; president 1930–45 and 1951–54. After seizing power, he ruled as a virtual dictator until overthrown by a coup. Returned to power in 1951, he later committed suicide after widespread calls for his resignation.










Vargas Llosa, Mario

 
/ˈvärɡəs ˈyōsə/






(1936–), Peruvian novelist, playwright, and essayist; full name 
Jorge Mario Pedro Vargas Llosa

 . His novels include 
Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter

 (1977) and 
The Bad Girl

 (2007). Nobel Prize for Literature (2010).









vari-





I.
 
combining form




various




•
 
variform.

















– origin

 from Latin 
varius

 .






variable

 
/ˈverēəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not consistent or having a fixed pattern; liable to change




•
 
the quality of hospital food is highly variable




•
 
awards can be for variable amounts.










2.
 
(of a wind) tending to change direction.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 (of a quantity) able to assume different numerical values.




4.
 


[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a species) liable to deviate from the typical color or form, or to occur in different colors or forms.




5.
 
able to be changed or adapted




•
 
the drill has variable speed.










6.
 
(of a gear) designed to give varying ratios or speeds.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an element, feature, or factor that is liable to vary or change




•
 
there are too many variables involved to make any meaningful predictions.










2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a quantity that during a calculation is assumed to vary or be capable of varying in value.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a data item that may take on more than one value during the runtime of a program.




4.
 


[Astronomy]

 short for variable star
 .




5.
 
(
variables

 )
 — the region of light, variable winds to the north of the northeast trade winds or (in the southern hemisphere) between the southeast trade winds and the westerlies.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
variability

 
/ˌverēəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
variableness






noun













3.
 
variably

 
/ˈverēəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
variabilis

 , from 
variare

 (see vary
 ).





variable cost






noun




a cost that varies with the level of output.













variable-geometry

 
/ˌverēəb(ə)ljēˈämətrē/






adjective




denoting a swing-wing aircraft.













variable-rate






adjective




denoting or relating to a loan or savings account with an interest rate that may be changed in response to economic conditions




•
 
over the last several years, variable-rate mortgages have proven to be money savers.




















variable star

 
/ˈverēəbəl stär/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a star whose brightness changes, either irregularly or regularly.













variance

 
/ˈverēəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fact or quality of being different, divergent, or inconsistent




•
 
her light tone was 
at variance with

 her sudden trembling.










2.
 
the state or fact of disagreeing or quarreling




•
 
they were 
at variance with

 all their previous allies.










3.
 


[chiefly Law]

 a discrepancy between two statements or documents.




4.
 


[Law]

 an official dispensation from a rule or regulation, typically a building regulation.




5.
 


[Statistics]

 a quantity equal to the square of the standard deviation.











– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
variantia

 ‘difference,’ from the verb 
variare

 (see vary
 ).





variant

 
/ˈverēənt/





I.
 
noun




a form or version of something that differs in some respect from other forms of the same thing or from a standard




•
 
clinically distinct variants of malaria




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a variant spelling.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘tending to vary’): from Old French, literally ‘varying,’ present participle of 
varier

 (see vary
 ). The noun dates from the mid 19th cent.






variate

 
/ˈve(ə)rē-it, -ˌāt/






noun




another term for random variable
 .













variation

 
/ˌverēˈāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a change or difference in condition, amount, or level, typically with certain limits




•
 
regional variations in house prices




•
 
the figures showed marked variation from year to year.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 a deviation of a celestial body from its mean orbit or motion.




3.
 


[Mathematics]

 a change in the value of a function due to small changes in the values of its argument or arguments.




4.
 
(also 
magnetic variation

 )
 — the angular difference between true north and magnetic north at a particular place.




5.
 


[Biology]

 the occurrence of an organism in more than one distinct color or form.




6.
 
a different or distinct form or version of something




•
 
hurling is an Irish variation of field hockey.










7.
 


[Music]

 a version of a theme, modified in melody, rhythm, harmony, or ornamentation, so as to present it in a new but still recognizable form




•
 
there is an eleven-bar theme followed by seven variations and a coda




•
 


‹figurative›

 
variations on

 the perennial theme of marital discord.










8.
 


[Ballet]

 a solo dance as part of a performance.








II.
 
derivatives





variational

 
/ˌverēˈāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting variance or conflict): from Old French, or from Latin 
variatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
variare

 (see vary
 ).





variationist

 
/ˌverēˈāSH(ə)nəst/






noun




a person who studies variations in usage among different speakers of the same language.













variceal

 
/ˌverəˈsēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or involving a varix.











– origin

 1960s: from Latin 
varix

 , 
varic-

 , on the pattern of words such as 
corneal

 and 
laryngeal

 .






varicella

 
/ˌverəˈselə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 technical term for chickenpox
 .




2.
 
(also 
varicella-zoster

 )
 — 

[Medicine]

 a herpesvirus that causes chickenpox and shingles; herpes zoster.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, irregular diminutive of variola
 .





varices

 
/ˈverəˌsēz/






plural form of varix
 .









varicocele

 
/ˈverəkōˌsēl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a mass of varicose veins in the spermatic cord.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
varix

 , 
varic-

 ‘dilated vein’ + -cele.





varicolored

 
/ˈverēˌkələrd /

 


‹Brit.›

 varicoloured





I.
 
adjective




consisting of several different colors.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
varius

 ‘diverse’ + colored
 .





varicose

 
/ˈverəˌkōs/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
affected by a condition causing the swelling and tortuous lengthening of veins, most often in the legs




•
 
varicose veins.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
varicosed






adjective













2.
 
varicosity

 
/ˌverəˈkäsədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
varicosus

 , from 
varix

 (see varix
 ).





varied

 
/ˈverēd/





I.
 
adjective




incorporating a number of different types or elements; showing variation or variety




•
 
a little effort to make life pleasant and varied




•
 
a long and varied career.














II.
 
derivatives





variedly






adverb





















variegated

 
/ˈver(ē)əˌɡādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
exhibiting different colors, especially as irregular patches or streaks




•
 
variegated yellow bricks.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant or foliage) having or consisting of leaves that are edged or patterned in a second color, especially white as well as green.




3.
 
marked by variety




•
 
his variegated and amusing observations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
variegate

 
/ˈver(ē)əˌɡāt /






verb













2.
 
variegation

 
/ˌver(ē)əˈɡāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
variegat-

 ‘made varied’ (from the verb 
variegare

 , from 
varius

 ‘diverse’) + -ed
 2
 .





varietal

 
/vəˈrīədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a wine or grape) made from or belonging to a single specified variety of grape.




2.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 of, relating to, characteristic of, or forming a variety




•
 
varietal names.














II.
 
noun




a varietal wine or grape.








III.
 
derivatives





varietally






adverb






















variety

 
/vəˈrīədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality or state of being different or diverse; the absence of uniformity, sameness, or monotony




•
 
it's the variety that makes my job so enjoyable.










2.
 
(
a variety of

 )
 — a number or range of things of the same general class that are different or distinct in character or quality




•
 
the center offers a variety of leisure activities.










3.
 
a thing that differs in some way from others of the same general class or sort; a type




•
 
fifty varieties of fresh and frozen pasta.










4.
 
a form of television or theater entertainment consisting of a series of different types of acts, such as singing, dancing, and comedy




•
 
in 1937 she did another season of variety




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a variety show.










5.
 


[Biology]

 a taxonomic category that ranks below subspecies (where present) or species, its members differing from others of the same subspecies or species in minor but permanent or heritable characteristics. Varieties are more often recognized in botany, in which they are designated in the style 
Apium graveolens

 var. 
dulce

 .

Compare with form
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun) and subspecies
 .




6.
 
a cultivated form of a plant.

See cultivar
 .




7.
 
a plant or animal that varies in some trivial respect from its immediate parent or type.








II.
 
phrases





variety is the spice of life








‹proverb›

 new and exciting experiences make life more interesting.















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
variété

 or Latin 
varietas

 , from 
varius

 (see various
 ).





variety meats

 
/vəˈrīədē mēts/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 meat consisting of the entrails and internal organs of an animal.













variety store

 
/vəˈrīədē stô(ə)r/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small store selling a wide range of inexpensive items.













variform

 
/ˈverəˌfôrm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a group of things) differing from one another in form




•
 
variform languages.










2.
 
(of a single thing or a mass) consisting of a variety of forms or things




•
 
a variform education.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
varius

 ‘diverse’ + -form
 .






variola

 
/vəˈrīələ ˌverēˈōlə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 technical term for smallpox
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
variolar

 
/-lər /






adjective













2.
 
variolous

 
/ˈverēələs /






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›





















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘pustule, pock,’ from Latin 
varius

 ‘diverse.’





varioloid

 
/ˈverēəˌloid /

 

‹Medicine›






I.
 
adjective




resembling smallpox.








II.
 
noun




a mild form of smallpox affecting people who have already had the disease or have been vaccinated against it.













variometer

 
/ˌverēˈämədər/






noun



1.
 
a device for indicating an aircraft's rate of climb or descent.




2.
 
an inductor whose total inductance can be varied by altering the relative position of two coaxial coils connected in series, or by permeability tuning, and so can be used to tune an electric circuit.




3.
 
an instrument for measuring variations in the intensity of the earth's magnetic field.













variorum

 
/ˌverēˈôrəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an edition of an author's works) having notes by various editors or commentators.




2.
 
including variant readings from manuscripts or earlier editions.








II.
 
noun




a variorum edition.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: genitive plural of 
varius

 ‘diverse,’ from Latin 
editio cum notis variorum

 ‘edition with notes by various (commentators).’






various

 
/ˈverēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
different from one another; of different kinds or sorts




•
 
dresses of various colors




•
 
his grievances were many and various.










2.
 
having or showing different properties or qualities




•
 
their environments are locally various.














II.
 
determiner, pronoun




more than one; individual and separate


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
various people arrived late




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 


various of

 her friends had called.














III.
 
derivatives





variousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
varius

 ‘changing, diverse’ + -ous
 . / 
usage:

 In standard English, the word 
various

 is normally used as an adjective. It is best reserved for contexts indicating variety, and should not be used as a synonym for 
several

 . In colloquial American speech, 
various

 is sometimes also used (as though it were a pronoun) followed by of, as in 
various of

 her friends had called —another way of saying some of or several of. This use is discouraged by some traditionalists, however, because 
various

 is properly an adjective, not a pronoun.





variously

 
/ˈverēəslē/






adverb




in several or different ways




•
 
his early successes can be variously accounted for.



















Variscan

 
/vəˈriskən/





I.
 
adjective






[Geology]

 another term for Hercynian
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
Varisci

 (the name of a Germanic tribe) + -an
 .





varistor

 
/vəˈristər/





I.
 
noun




a semiconductor diode with resistance dependent on the applied voltage.











– origin

 1930s: contraction of 
varying resistor

 .






varix

 
/ˈveriks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Medicine]

 a varicose vein.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 each of the ridges on the shell of a gastropod mollusk, marking a former position of the aperture.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.





varlet

 
/ˈvärlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a man or boy acting as an attendant or servant.




2.
 
a knight's page.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a dishonest or unprincipled man.








II.
 
derivatives





varletry

 
/ˈvärlətrē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, variant of 
valet

 ‘attendant’ (see valet
 ). The sense ‘rogue’ dates from the mid 16th cent.





varmint

 
/ˈvärmənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 a troublesome wild animal.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 a troublesome and mischievous person, especially a child.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of vermin
 .





varna

 
/ˈvərnə, ˈvär-/





I.
 
noun




each of the four Hindu castes, Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘color, class.’





Varna

 
/ˈvärnə/






a port and resort in eastern Bulgaria, on the western shores of the Black Sea; pop. 318,313 (2008).










varnish

 
/ˈvärniSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
resin dissolved in a liquid for applying on wood, metal, or other materials to form a hard, clear, shiny surface when dry.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 an external or superficially attractive appearance of a specific quality




•
 
an outward varnish of civilization.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply varnish to




•
 
we stripped the floor and varnished it.










2.
 
disguise or gloss over (a fact)




•
 
the White House is 
varnishing over

 the defeat of the president's proposal.














III.
 
derivatives





varnisher

 
/ˈvärniSHər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vernis

 , from medieval Latin 
veronix

 ‘fragrant resin, sandarac’ or medieval Greek 
berenikē

 , probably from 
Berenice

 , a town in Cyrenaica.





varnish tree






noun




another term for lacquer tree
 .














Varro, Marcus Terentius

 
/ˈvarō/






(116–27 
BC

 ), Roman scholar and satirist. His works covered many subjects, including philosophy, agriculture, education, and the Latin language.









varroa

 
/ˈvarəwə /

 
varroa mite





I.
 
noun




a microscopic mite that is a debilitating parasite of the honeybee, causing loss of honey production.

[
Varroa jacobsoni

 , order (or subclass) 
Acari

 .]











– origin

 1970s: modern Latin, from Varro, Marcus Terentius
 (with reference to his work on beekeeping) + -a
 1
 .





varsity

 
/ˈvärsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the principal team representing a high school or college in a sport or other competition




•
 
Miller promoted him to the varsity for his sophomore season




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
girls' varsity basketball.










2.
 
, or
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 
(S. African)

 
(NZ)

 university




•
 
he had his hair cut as soon as he got back from varsity.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 (especially of a sporting event or team) of or relating to a university, especially Oxford or Cambridge




•
 
a varsity match.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: shortening of university
 , reflecting an archaic pronunciation.





Varuna

 
/ˈvəro͝onə, ˈvär- /

 

‹Hinduism›







one of the gods in the Rig Veda. Originally the sovereign lord of the universe and guardian of cosmic law, he is known in later Hinduism as god of the waters.










varus

 
/ˈverəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a deformity involving oblique displacement of part of a limb toward the midline.

The opposite of valgus
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bent, crooked.’





varve

 
/ˈvärv/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a pair of thin layers of clay and silt of contrasting color and texture that represent the deposit of a single year (summer and winter) in a lake. Such layers can be used to determine the chronology of glacial sediments.








II.
 
derivatives





varved






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Swedish 
varv

 ‘layer.’






vary

 
/ˈverē/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
differ in size, amount, degree, or nature from something else of the same general class




•
 
the properties 
vary in

 price




•
 (as 
adj.

 
varying

 )
 
varying degrees of success.










2.
 
change from one condition, form, or state to another




•
 
your skin's moisture content varies according to climatic conditions.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — introduce modifications or changes into (something) so as to make it different or less uniform




•
 
he tried to vary his diet.














II.
 
derivatives





varyingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
varier

 or Latin 
variare

 , from 
varius

 ‘diverse.’






vas

 
/vas/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a vessel or duct.








II.
 
derivatives





vasal

 
/ˈvāsəl ˈvāzəl /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘vessel.’






Vasa

 
/ˈväsə/






Swedish name for Vaasa
 .









Vasarely, Viktor

 
/ˌväsəˈrelē, ˌvas-/






(1908–97), French painter, born in Hungary. A pioneer of op art, he was best known for a style of geometric abstraction that used repeated geometric forms and interacting colors to create visual disorientation.









Vasari, Giorgio

 
/vəˈsärē/






(1511–74), Italian painter, architect, and biographer. His 
Lives of the Most Excellent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects

 (1550, enlarged 1568) formed the basis for the later study of art history in the West.









vascular

 
/ˈvaskyələr/





I.
 
adjective

 — , &


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 of, relating to, affecting, or consisting of a vessel or vessels, especially those that carry blood




•
 
vascular disease




•
 
the vascular system.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Medicine]

 
[Botany]

 relating to or denoting the plant tissues (xylem and phloem) that conduct water, sap, and nutrients in flowering plants, ferns, and their relatives.








II.
 
derivatives





vascularity

 
/ˌvaskyəˈlerədē /






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
vascularis

 , from Latin 
vasculum

 (see vasculum
 ).





vascular bundle






noun






[Botany]

 a strand of conducting vessels in the stem or leaves of a plant, typically with phloem on the outside and xylem on the inside.














vascular cylinder






noun




another term for stele
 (
sense

 1).













vascular dementia






noun






[Medicine]

 a common form of dementia caused by an impaired supply of blood to the brain, such as may be caused by a series of small strokes




•
 
my mother had a history of wandering off and had been diagnosed with vascular dementia.



















vascularize

 
/ˈvaskyələˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Biology]

 
[Anatomy]

 provide (a tissue or structure) with vessels, especially blood vessels; make vascular


(as 
adj.

 
vascularized

 )


•
 
the endocrine glands are highly vascularized tissues.














II.
 
derivatives





vascularization

 
/ˌvaskyələˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvaskyələrəˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















vascular plant






noun






[Botany]

 a plant that is characterized by the presence of conducting tissue.

[Subkingdom 
Tracheophyta

 : divisions 
Pteridophyta

 (ferns, horsetails, and club mosses) and 
Spermatophyta

 (cycads, conifers, and flowering plants).]













vascular tissue






noun




the tissue in higher plants that constitutes the vascular system, consisting of phloem and xylem, by which water and nutrients are conducted throughout the plant.













vasculature

 
/ˈvaskyələˌCHo͝or, -CHər/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the vascular system of a part of the body and its arrangement




•
 
diseases affecting the pulmonary vasculature.



















vasculitis

 
/ˌvaskyəˈlīdəs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of a blood vessel or blood vessels.








II.
 
derivatives





vasculitic

 
/-ˈlitik /






adjective






















vasculum

 
/ˈvaskyələm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a collecting box for plants, typically in the form of a flattened cylindrical metal case with a lengthwise opening, carried by a shoulder strap.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, diminutive of 
vas

 ‘vessel.’





vas deferens

 
/ˌvas ˈdefərənz, -ˌrenz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the duct that conveys sperm from the testicle to the urethra.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from vas
 + Latin 
deferens

 ‘carrying away,’ present participle of 
deferre

 .





vase

 
/vās vāz väz/





I.
 
noun




a decorative container, typically made of glass or china and used as an ornament or for displaying cut flowers.








II.
 
derivatives





vaseful

 
/-ˌfo͝ol /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
vas

 ‘vessel.’





vasectomy

 
/vəˈsektəmē/





I.
 
noun




the surgical cutting and sealing of part of each vas deferens, typically as a means of sterilization.








II.
 
derivatives





vasectomize

 
/vəˈsektəˌmīz /






verb





















Vaseline

 
/ˈvasəlēːn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of petroleum jelly used as an ointment and lubricant.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or smear with Vaseline.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from German 
Wasser

 ‘water’ + Greek 
elaion

 ‘olive oil’ + -ine
 4
 .





vase shell






noun




a predatory mollusk of warm seas, with a heavy ribbed shell that has blunt spines and is typically pale with chestnut markings.

[Genus 
Vasum

 , family 
Vasidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 .]













vaso-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to a vessel or vessels, especially blood vessels




•
 
vasoconstriction.

















– origin

 from Latin 
vas

 ‘vessel.’





vasoactive

 
/ˌvāzōˈaktiv/






adjective






[Physiology]

 affecting the diameter of blood vessels (and hence blood pressure).













vasoconstriction

 
/ˌvāzōkənˈstrikSHən/





I.
 
noun




the constriction of blood vessels, which increases blood pressure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vasoconstrictive

 
/ˌvāzōkənˈstriktiv /






adjective













2.
 
vasoconstrictor

 
/ˌvāzōkənˈstriktər /






noun





















vasodilation

 
/ˌvāzōˌdīˈlāSHən /

 
vasodilatation





I.
 
noun




the dilatation of blood vessels, which decreases blood pressure.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vasodilator

 
/ˌvāzōˈdīˌlādər /






noun













2.
 
vasodilatory






adjective





















vasomotor

 
/ˈvāzōmōdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
causing or relating to the constriction or dilatation of blood vessels.




2.
 
denoting a region in the medulla of the brain (the 
vasomotor center

 ) that regulates blood pressure by controlling reflex alterations in the heart rate and the diameter of the blood vessels, in response to stimuli from receptors in the circulatory system or from other parts of the brain.














vasopressin

 
/ˌvāzōˈpresən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a pituitary hormone that acts to promote the retention of water by the kidneys and increase blood pressure.











– origin

 1920s: from 
vasopressor

 ‘causing constriction in blood vessels’ + -in
 1
 .





vasopressor

 
/ˈvāzōˌpresər/





I.
 
adjective




causing the constriction of blood vessels.








II.
 
noun




a drug causing the constriction of blood vessels.













vasospasm

 
/ˈvāzōˌspazəm ˈvasōˌspazəm/





I.
 
noun




sudden constriction of a blood vessel, reducing its diameter and flow rate.








II.
 
derivatives





vasospastic

 
/ˌvasōˈspastik, ˌvāzō- /






adjective





















vasovagal

 
/ˌvāzōˈvāɡəl, ˌvasō-/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Medicine]

 relating to or denoting a temporary fall in blood pressure, with pallor, fainting, sweating, and nausea, caused by overactivity of the vagus nerve, especially as a result of stress.














vassal

 
/ˈvasəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a holder of land by feudal tenure on conditions of homage and allegiance.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person or country in a subordinate position to another


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a much stronger nation can also turn a weaker one into a vassal state.














II.
 
derivatives





vassalage

 
/ˈvasəlij /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
vassallus

 ‘retainer,’ of Celtic origin; compare with vavasour
 .






vast

 
/vast/





I.
 
adjective




of very great extent or quantity; immense




•
 
a vast plain of buffalo grass.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an immense space.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vastly

 
/ˈvas(t)lē /






adverb













2.
 
vastness

 
/ˈvas(t)nəs /






noun













3.
 
vasty

 
/vastē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vastus

 ‘void, immense;’ compare with waste
 .





vastation

 
/vaˈstāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the action or process of emptying or purifying someone or something, typically violently or drastically.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
vastatio(n-)

 , from 
vastare

 ‘lay waste.’





Västerås

 
/ˌvestəˈrôs/






a port on Lake Mälaren in eastern Sweden; pop. 134,684 (2008).









vastitude

 
/ˈvastəˌt(y)o͞od/






noun



1.
 
the quality of being vast; immensity.




2.
 
a vast extent or space.













vat

 
/vat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large tank or tub used to hold liquid, especially in industry




•
 


a vat of

 hot tar.










2.
 
(also 
vat dye

 )
 — a water-insoluble dye, such as indigo, that is applied to a fabric in a reducing bath, which converts it to a soluble form, the color being obtained on subsequent oxidation in the fabric fibers.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
place or treat in a vat.











– origin

 Middle English: southern and western English dialect variant of obsolete 
fat

 ‘container,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
vat

 and German 
Fass

 .





VAT

 
/ˌvēˌāˈtē vat/






abbreviation




value added tax.













vatic

 
/ˈvadik/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 describing or predicting what will happen in the future




•
 
vatic utterances.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vates

 ‘prophet’ + -ic
 .





Vatican

 
/ˈvadəkən/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the Vatican

 )


1.
 
the palace and official residence of the pope in Rome.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — the administrative center of the Roman Catholic Church.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
Vaticanus

 , the name of a hill in Rome.





Vatican City

 
/ˌvadəkən ˈsidē/





I.
 
an independent papal state in the city of Rome, the seat of government of the Roman Catholic Church; pop. 800 (est. 2009).





It covers an area of 109 acres (44 hectares) around St. Peter's Basilica and the palace of the Vatican. Having been suspended after the incorporation of the former Papal States into Italy in 1870, the temporal power of the pope was restored by the Lateran Treaty of 1929.





Vatican Council

 
/ˈvadəkən ˈkounsəl/






noun




each of two general councils of the Roman Catholic Church, held in 1869–70 and 1962–65. The first (
Vatican I

 ) proclaimed the infallibility of the pope when speaking 
ex cathedra

 ; the second (
Vatican II

 ) made numerous reforms, abandoning the universal Latin liturgy and acknowledging ecumenism.













vaticinate

 
/vəˈtisəˌnāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 foretell the future.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vaticinal

 
/-ənl /






adjective













2.
 
vaticination

 
/vəˌtis(ə)nˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
vaticinator

 
/vəˈtis(ə)nˌādər /






noun













4.
 
vaticinatory

 
/-ənəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vaticinat-

 ‘prophesied,’ from the verb 
vaticinari

 , from 
vates

 ‘prophet.’





vato

 
/ˈvädō /

 
bato





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 (in Spanish-speaking regions) used to address or refer to a man




•
 
a young vato is sitting on the curb




•
 
this is messed up, vato!

















– origin

 Mexican Spanish.





Vättern

 
/ˈvedərn/






a lake in southern Sweden.









vatu

 
/ˈväto͞o/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Vanuatu.











– origin

 Bislama.






Vaud

 
/vō/






a canton on the shores of Lake Geneva in western Switzerland; capital, Lausanne.

German name Waadt
 .









vaudeville

 
/ˈvôd(ə)ˌvil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of entertainment popular chiefly in the US in the early 20th century, featuring a mixture of specialty acts such as burlesque comedy and song and dance.




2.
 
a stage play on a trivial theme with interspersed songs.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 a satirical or topical song with a refrain.








II.
 
derivatives





vaudevillian

 
/ˌvôd(ə)ˈvilēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French, earlier 
vau de ville

 (or 
vire

 ), said to be a name given originally to songs composed by Olivier Basselin, a 15th-cent. fuller born in 
Vau de Vire

 in Normandy.





Vaudois

 
/vōˈdwä/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of the Waldenses religious sect.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Waldenses.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: French, representing medieval Latin 
Valdensis

 (see Waldenses
 ).





Vaughan, Henry

 
/vôn/






(1621–95), Welsh religious writer and metaphysical poet.









Vaughan, Sarah






(1924–90), US jazz singer and pianist; full name 
Sarah Lois Vaughan

 . She was notable for her vocal range, her use of vibrato, and her improvisational skills.









Vaughan Williams, Ralph






(1872–1958), English composer. His strongly melodic music frequently reflects his interest in Tudor composers and English folk songs. Notable works: 
Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis

 (1910), 
A London Symphony

 (1914), and the 
Mass in G minor

 (1922).









vault1


 
/vôlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a roof in the form of an arch or a series of arches, typical of churches and other large, formal buildings.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a thing resembling an arched roof, especially the sky




•
 
the vault of heaven.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 the arched roof of a cavity, especially that of the skull




•
 
the cranial vault.










4.
 
a large room or chamber used for storage, especially an underground one.




5.
 
a secure room in a bank in which valuables are stored.




6.
 
a chamber beneath a church or in a graveyard used for burials.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
vaulted

 )


1.
 
provide (a building or room) with an arched roof or roofs




•
 
a vaulted arcade.










2.
 
make (a roof) in the form of a vault




•
 
there was a high ceiling, vaulted with cut slate.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
voute

 , based on Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





vault2


 
/vôlt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
leap or spring while supporting or propelling oneself with one or both hands or with the help of a pole




•
 
he vaulted over the gate.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — jump over (an obstacle) while propelling oneself with one's hands or a pole




•
 
Ryker vaulted the barrier.














II.
 
noun




an act of vaulting.








III.
 
derivatives





vaulter

 
/ˈvôltər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Old French 
volter

 ‘to turn (a horse), gambol,’ based on Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





vaulting

 
/ˈvôltiNG/






noun




ornamental work in a vaulted roof or ceiling.














vaulting horse

 
/ˈvôltiNG ˌhôrs/






noun




a padded wooden block used for vaulting over by gymnasts and athletes.













vaunt

 
/vônt vänt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
vaunted

 )


1.
 
boast about or praise (something), especially excessively




•
 
the 
much vaunted

 information superhighway.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a boast.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vaunter

 
/ˈvôn(t)ər /






noun













2.
 
vauntingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: the noun a shortening of obsolete 
avaunt

 ‘boasting, a boast’; the verb (originally in the sense ‘use boastful language’) from Old French 
vanter

 , from late Latin 
vantare

 , based on Latin 
vanus

 ‘vain, empty.’





vav

 
/väv, vôv/






noun




the sixth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.













vavasory

 
/ˈvavəˌsôrē/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the estate of a vavasour.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Old French 
vavasorie

 or medieval Latin 
vavasoria

 (see vavasour
 ).






vavasour

 
/ˈvavəˌsôr/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a vassal owing allegiance to a powerful lord and having other vassals under him.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vavas(s)our

 , from medieval Latin 
vavassor

 , perhaps from 
vassus vassorum

 ‘vassal of vassals.’





va-va-voom

 
/ˌvä vä ˈvo͞om /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




the quality of being exciting, vigorous, or sexually attractive




•
 
she's lost none of her va-va-voom since giving birth to her daughter.














II.
 
adjective




sexually attractive




•
 
her va-va-voom figure.

















– origin

 1950s: representing the sound of a car engine being revved.






vax

 
/vaks/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a vaccine or vaccination




•
 
the flu vax.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation.





VBAC

 
/ˈvēˌbak/





I.
 
noun




a vaginal birth by a woman who has undergone a cesarean section in a previous pregnancy




•
 
a doctor will determine if a woman who had a previous C-section is eligible for a VBAC




•
 [
mass noun

 ]
 
low transverse incisions make VBAC safer




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
VBAC deliveries.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation of 
vaginal birth after cesarean

 .





VC






abbreviation



1.
 
Vice-Chairman.




2.
 
Vice-Chancellor.




3.
 
Vice-Consul.




4.
 
Victoria Cross.




5.
 
Vietcong.













vCard






noun






‹trademark›

 virtual business card, an electronic representation of a business card, usually a file attached to an email in place of a signature.













V-chip

 
/vē CHip/






noun




a computer chip installed in a television receiver that can be programmed by the user to block or scramble material containing a special code in its signal indicating that it is deemed violent or sexually explicit.













vCJD






abbreviation




variant Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease.













VCR

 
/ˌvē ˌsē ˈär/






noun




a videocassette recorder.













VD

 
/ˌvē ˈdē/






abbreviation




venereal disease.













V-day






noun




Victory Day, especially with reference to the Allied victories in World War II.













VDT






abbreviation






(N. Amer.)

 video display terminal.













’ve






abbreviation






‹informal›

 have (usually after the pronouns 
I

 , 
you

 , 
we

 , and 
they

 )




•
 
we've tried our best.




















veal

 
/vēl/





I.
 
noun




the flesh of a calf, used as food.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
ve(e)l

 , from Latin 
vitellus

 , diminutive of 
vitulus

 ‘calf.’





vealer

 
/ˈvēlər/






noun




a calf raised to become veal.













Veblen, Thorstein

 
/ˈveblən/






(1857–1929), US economist and social scientist; full name 
Thorstein Bunde Veblen

 . He coined the phrase “conspicuous consumption.” His works include 
The Theory of the Leisure Class

 (1899), a critique of capitalism, and 
The Theory of Business Enterprise

 (1904).









vector

 
/ˈvektər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Physics]

 a quantity having direction as well as magnitude, especially as determining the position of one point in space relative to another.

Compare with scalar
 .




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a matrix with one row or one column.




3.
 
a course to be taken by an aircraft.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 denoting a type of graphical representation using straight lines to construct the outlines of objects.




5.
 
an organism, typically a biting insect or tick, that transmits a disease or parasite from one animal or plant to another.




6.
 


[Genetics]

 a bacteriophage or plasmid that transfers genetic material into a cell, or from one bacterium to another.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
direct (an aircraft in flight) to a desired point.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vectorial

 
/vekˈtôrēəl /






adjective













2.
 
vectorially

 
/vekˈtôrēəlē /






adverb













3.
 
vectorization

 
/ˌvektərəˈzāSHən /






noun













4.
 
vectorize

 
/-ˌrīz /






verb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘carrier,’ from 
vehere

 ‘convey.’





vector field






noun






[Mathematics]

 a function of a space whose value at each point is a vector quantity.













vector processor






noun






[Computing]

 a processor that is able to process sequences of data with a single instruction.














vector product






noun






[Mathematics]

 the product of two real vectors in three dimensions that is itself a vector at right angles to both the original vectors. Its magnitude is the product of the magnitudes of the original vectors and the sine of the angle between their directions.

[Written as 
a

 × 
b

 .]













vector space






noun






[Mathematics]

 a space consisting of vectors, together with the associative and commutative operation of addition of vectors, and the associative and distributive operation of multiplication of vectors by scalars.














Veda

 
/ˈvādə ˈvēdə/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the most ancient Hindu scriptures, written in early Sanskrit and containing hymns, philosophy, and guidance on ritual for the priests of Vedic religion. Believed to have been directly revealed to seers among the early Aryans in India, and preserved by oral tradition, the four chief collections are the Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda, and Atharva Veda.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘(sacred) knowledge.’





Vedanta

 
/vəˈdäntə vāˈdäntə/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu philosophy based on the doctrine of the Upanishads, especially in its monistic form.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Vedantic

 
/-tik /






adjective













2.
 
Vedantist

 
/vəˈdän(t)əst /






noun



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
vedānta

 , from 
veda

 (see Veda
 ) + 
anta

 ‘end.’





V-E Day





I.
 
noun




the day (May 8) marking the Allied victory in Europe in 1945.











– origin

 
V-E

 , abbreviation of 
Victory in Europe

 .





Vedda

 
/ˈvedə/





I.
 
noun




a member of an aboriginal people inhabiting the forests of Sri Lanka.











– origin

 from Sinhalese 
vaddā

 ‘hunter.’





vedette

 
/vəˈdet /

 
vidette





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a mounted sentry positioned beyond an army's outposts to observe the movements of the enemy.




2.
 
a leading star of stage, screen, or television.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French, literally ‘scout,’ from an alteration of southern Italian 
veletta

 , perhaps based on Spanish 
velar

 ‘keep watch.’





Vedic

 
/ˈvādik ˈvēdik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Veda or Vedas.








II.
 
noun




the language of the Vedas, an early form of Sanskrit.











– origin

 from French 
védique

 or German 
vedisch

 (see Veda
 ).





Vedic religion






noun




the ancient religion of the Aryan peoples who entered northwestern India from Persia 
c.

 2000–1200 
BC

 . It was the precursor of Hinduism, and its beliefs and practices are contained in the Vedas.

Its characteristics included ritual sacrifice to many gods, esp. Indra, Varuna, and Agni; social classes (varnas) that formed the basis of the caste system; and the emergence of the priesthood, which dominated orthodox Brahmanism from 
c.

 900 
BC

 . Transition to classical Hinduism began in about the 5th century 
BC

 .













vee

 
/vē/






noun



1.
 
the letter V.




2.
 
a thing shaped like a V




•
 
a broken vee of birds points for the marshes.



















veejay

 
/ˈvējā/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who introduces and plays popular music videos.











– origin

 1980s: representing a pronunciation of 
VJ

 , short for 
video jockey

 , on the pattern of 
deejay

 .





veena

 
/ˈvēnə /

 
vina





I.
 
noun




an Indian stringed instrument, with four main and three auxiliary strings. The southern type has a lutelike body; the older northern type has a tubular body and a gourd fitted to each end as a resonator.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
vīṇā

 .






veep

 
/vēp/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a vice president.











– origin

 1940s: from the initials 
VP

 .





veepstakes

 
/ˈvēpˌstāks/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 the notional competition among politicians to be chosen as a party's candidate for vice president




•
 
is the Oklahoma governor a front runner in the veepstakes?

















– origin

 1960s: blend of veep
 and sweepstakes
 .






veer1


 
/vir/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
change direction suddenly




•
 
an oil tanker that had veered off course.










2.
 
suddenly change an opinion, subject, type of behavior, etc.




•
 
the conversation eventually veered away from theatrical things.










3.
 
(of the wind) change direction clockwise around the points of the compass




•
 
the wind veered southwest.







The opposite of back
 .








II.
 
noun




a sudden change of direction.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
virer

 , perhaps from an alteration of Latin 
gyrare

 (see gyrate
 ).





veer2


 
/vir/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹dated›

 slacken or let out (a rope or cable) in a controlled way.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
vieren

 .





veery

 
/ˈvirē/





I.
 
noun




a North American woodland thrush with a brown back and speckled breast.

[
Catharus fuscescens

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps imitative.





veg1


 
/vej/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 relax to the point of complete inertia




•
 
they were 
vegging out

 in front of the TV.

















– origin

 1920s: abbreviation of vegetate
 .





veg2


 
/vej/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a vegetable or vegetables




•
 
meat and two veg.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: abbreviation.





vega

 
/ˈvāɡə/





I.
 
noun




(in Spain and Spanish America) a large plain or valley, typically a fertile and grassy one.











– origin

 Spanish and Catalan.





Vega

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
the fifth brightest star in the sky, and the brightest in the constellation Lyra, overhead in summer to observers in the northern hemisphere.







– origin

 via Spanish or medieval Latin from Arabic, literally ‘the falling eagle or vulture.’





Vega, Lope de

 
/ˈvāɡə/






(1562–1635), Spanish playwright and poet; full name 
Lope Felix de Vega Carpio

 . He is regarded as the founder of Spanish drama.










vegan

 
/ˈvēɡən/





I.
 
noun




a person who does not eat or use animal products




•
 
I'm a strict vegan




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a vegan diet.

















– origin

 1940s: from vegetarian
 + -an
 .





Vegas

 
/ˈvāɡəs/






informal name for Las Vegas.










vegetable

 
/ˈvejtəb(ə)l ˈvəjədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plant or part of a plant used as food, typically as accompaniment to meat or fish, such as a cabbage, potato, carrot, or bean




•
 
fresh fruit and vegetables




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a vegetable garden




•
 
vegetable soup.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person with a dull or inactive life




•
 
I thought I'd sort of flop back and be a vegetable for a bit.










3.
 


‹offensive›

 a person who is incapable of normal mental or physical activity, especially through brain damage.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to plants or plant life, especially as distinct from animal life or mineral substances




•
 
vegetable matter.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘growing as a plant’): from Old French, or from late Latin 
vegetabilis

 ‘animating,’ from Latin 
vegetare

 (see vegetate
 ). The noun dates from the late 16th cent.





vegetable butter






noun




vegetable fat with the consistency of butter.













vegetable ivory






noun




a hard white material obtained from the endosperm of the ivory nut.













vegetable oil






noun




an oil derived from plants, e.g., canola oil, olive oil, sunflower oil.













vegetable sheep






noun




a New Zealand plant of the daisy family that has grayish hairy leaves and forms hummocks that from a distance look like sheep.

[
Raoulia eximia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]














vegetable spaghetti






noun




another term for spaghetti squash
 .













vegetable sponge






noun




another term for loofah
 .













vegetable tallow






noun




vegetable fat used as tallow.













vegetal

 
/ˈvejədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 of or relating to plants




•
 
a vegetal aroma.










2.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — 

[Embryology]

 of or relating to that pole of the ovum or embryo that contains the less active cytoplasm, and frequently most of the yolk, in the early stages of development




•
 
vegetal cells




•
 
the vegetal region.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
vegetalis

 , from Latin 
vegetare

 ‘animate.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 20th cent.





vegetal pole

 
/ˈvejitl ˌpōl/






noun






[Embryology]

 the portion of an ovum opposite the animal pole, containing most of the yolk and little cytoplasm.














vegetarian

 
/ˌvejəˈterēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who does not eat meat, and sometimes other animal products, especially for moral, religious, or health reasons.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the exclusion of meat or other animal products from the diet




•
 
a vegetarian restaurant.














III.
 
derivatives





vegetarianism

 
/ˌvejəˈterēəˌnizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from vegetable
 + -arian
 .






vegetate

 
/ˈvejəˌtāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
live or spend a period of time in a dull, inactive, unchallenging way




•
 
if she left him there alone, he'd sit in front of the television set and vegetate.










2.
 


‹dated›

 (of a plant or seed) grow; sprout.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause plants to grow in or cover (a place).




4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of an abnormal growth) increase in size.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vegetat-

 ‘enlivened,’ from the verb 
vegetare

 , from 
vegetus

 ‘active,’ from 
vegere

 ‘be active.’





vegetated

 
/ˈvejəˌtādəd/






adjective




covered with vegetation or plant life




•
 
densely vegetated wetlands.



















vegetation

 
/ˌvejəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
plants considered collectively, especially those found in a particular area or habitat




•
 
the chalk cliffs are mainly sheer with little vegetation.










2.
 
the action or process of vegetating.




3.
 


[Medicine]

 an abnormal growth on or in the body.








II.
 
derivatives





vegetational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (
sense

 2): from medieval Latin 
vegetatio(n-)

 ‘power of growth,’ from the verb 
vegetare

 (see vegetate
 ).





vegetative

 
/ˈvejəˌtādiv/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Biology]

 of, relating to, or denoting reproduction or propagation achieved by asexual means, either naturally (budding, rhizomes, runners, bulbs, etc.) or artificially (grafting, layering, or taking cuttings)




•
 
vegetative spores




•
 
a vegetative replicating phase.










2.
 
of, relating to, or concerned with growth rather than sexual reproduction




•
 
environmental factors trigger the switch from vegetative to floral development.










3.
 
of or relating to vegetation or plant life




•
 
diverse vegetative types.










4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a person) alive but comatose and without apparent brain activity or responsiveness.

See persistent vegetative state
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vegetatively






adverb













2.
 
vegetativeness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French 
vegetatif

 , 
-ive

 or medieval Latin 
vegetativus

 (see vegetate
 ).





vegetative cell






noun






[Botany]

 
[Microbiology]

 a cell of a bacterium or unicellular alga that is actively growing rather than forming spores.













veggie

 
/ˈvejē /

 
vegie





I.
 
noun, adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 another term for vegetable
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 another term for vegetarian
 .











– origin

 1970s: abbreviation.





veggie burger

 
/ˈvejē ˈbərɡər /

 


‹US trademark›

 vege-burger






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹trademark›

 a patty resembling a hamburger but made with vegetable protein, soybeans, etc., instead of meat.













vehemence

 
/ˈvēəməns/






noun




the display of strong feeling; passion




•
 
they speak with starry vehemence about their project.



















vehement

 
/ˈvēəmənt/





I.
 
adjective




showing strong feeling; forceful, passionate, or intense




•
 
her voice was low but vehement




•
 
vehement criticism.














II.
 
derivatives





vehemently

 
/ˈvēəməntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (describing pain or temperature, in the sense ‘intense, high in degree’): from French 
véhément

 or Latin 
vehement-

 ‘impetuous, violent,’ perhaps from an unrecorded adjective meaning ‘deprived of mind,’ influenced by 
vehere

 ‘carry.’





vehicle

 
/ˈvēək(ə)l ˈvēˌhik(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing used for transporting people or goods, especially on land, such as a car, truck, or cart.




2.
 
a thing used to express, embody, or fulfill something




•
 
I use paint as a 
vehicle for

 my ideas.










3.
 
a substance that facilitates the use of a drug, pigment, or other material mixed with it.




4.
 
the figurative language used in a metaphor, as distinct from the metaphor's subject.

Often contrasted with tenor
 2
 (
sense

 1).




5.
 
a movie, television program, song, etc., that is intended to display the leading performer to the best advantage.








II.
 
derivatives





vehicular

 
/vēˈhikyələr /






adjective





vehicle
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
véhicule

 or Latin 
vehiculum

 , from 
vehere

 ‘carry.’





veil

 
/vāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of fine material worn by women to protect or conceal the face




•
 
a white bridal veil.










2.
 
a piece of linen or other fabric forming part of a nun's headdress, resting on the head and shoulders.




3.
 
a thing that conceals, disguises, or obscures something




•
 
shrouded in an eerie veil of mist.










4.
 


[Botany]

 a membrane that is attached to the immature fruiting body of some toadstools and ruptures in the course of development, either (
universal veil

 ) enclosing the whole fruiting body or (
partial veil

 ) joining the edges of the cap to the stalk.




5.
 
(in Jewish antiquity) the piece of precious cloth separating the sanctuary from the body of the Temple or the Tabernacle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover with or as though with a veil




•
 
she veiled her face.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
veiled

 )
 — partially conceal, disguise, or obscure




•
 
a thinly veiled threat.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
beyond the veil






in a mysterious or hidden place or state, especially the unknown state of life after death.









2.
 
draw a veil over






avoid discussing or calling attention to (something), especially because it is embarrassing or unpleasant.









3.
 
take the veil






become a nun.












IV.
 
derivatives





veilless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
veil(e

 ), from Latin 
vela

 , plural of 
velum

 (see velum
 ).





veiling

 
/ˈvāliNG/






noun




a light gauzy fabric or fine lace used for veils.













vein

 
/vān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of the tubes forming part of the blood circulation system of the body, carrying in most cases oxygen-depleted blood toward the heart.

Compare with artery
 .




2.
 
(in general and figurative use) a blood vessel




•
 
he felt the adrenaline course through his veins.










3.
 
(in plants) a slender rib running through a leaf or bract, typically dividing or branching, and containing a vascular bundle.




4.
 
(in insects) a hardened branching rib that forms part of the supporting framework of a wing, consisting of an extension of the tracheal system; a nervure.




5.
 
a fracture in rock containing a deposit of minerals or ore and typically having an extensive course underground.




6.
 
a streak or stripe of a different color in wood, marble, cheese, etc.




7.
 
a body of subsurface water, especially as considered a source or potential source of water for a well or wells and thought of as flowing in a channel.




8.
 
a source of a specified quality or other abstract resource




•
 
he managed to tap into the thick vein of discontent to his own advantage.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a distinctive quality, style, or tendency




•
 
he closes his article in a somewhat humorous vein.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
veinless






adjective













2.
 
veinlet

 
/ˈvānlit /






noun













3.
 
veinlike

 
/ˈvānˌlīk /






adjective













4.
 
veiny






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
veine

 , from Latin 
vena

 . The earliest senses were ‘blood vessel’ and ‘small natural underground channel of water.’





veined

 
/vānd/






adjective




marked with or as if with veins


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a blue-veined cheese.



















veining

 
/ˈvāniNG/






noun




a pattern of lines, streaks, or veins




•
 
the marble's characteristic surface veining.



















veinous

 
/ˌvānəs/






adjective




having prominent or noticeable veins.

Compare with venous
 .













veinstone

 
/ˈvānˌstōn/






noun




another term for gangue
 .













vela

 
/ˈvēlə/






plural form of velum
 .









Vela

 
/ˈvēlə, ˈvā- /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
a southern constellation (the Sails), lying partly in the Milky Way between Carina and Pyxis and originally considered part of Argo.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Velorum

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Gamma Velorum.













– origin

 Latin, plural of 
velum

 ‘sail.’





velamen

 
/vəˈlāmən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 an outer layer of empty cells in the aerial roots of epiphytic orchids and aroids.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, from 
velare

 ‘to cover.’





velar

 
/ˈvēlər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a veil or velum.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) pronounced with the back of the tongue near the soft palate, as in 
k

 and 
g

 in English.








II.
 
noun




a velar sound.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
velaris

 , from 
velum

 (see velum
 ).





velarium

 
/vəˈlerēəm/





I.
 
noun




a large awning of a type used in ancient Rome to cover a theater or amphitheater as a protection against the weather, now more commonly used as an inner ceiling to improve acoustics.











– origin

 Latin.





velarization

 
/ˌvēlərəˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Phonetics]

 a secondary articulation involving movement of the back of the tongue toward the velum.








II.
 
derivatives





velarize

 
/ˈvēləˌrīz /






verb





















Velázquez, Diego

 
/vəˈläsˌk(w)ez, -kəs/






(1599–1660), Spanish painter; court painter to Philip IV; full name 
Diego Rodríguez de Silva y Velázquez

 . His portraits humanized the formal Spanish tradition of idealized figures. Notable works: 
Pope Innocent X

 (1650), 
The Toilet of Venus

 (known as 
The Rokeby Venus

 , 
c.

 1651), and 
Las Meninas

 (
c.

 1656).









Velázquez de Cuéllar, Diego

 
/vəˈläsˌk(w)ez dā ˈkwāyär/






(
c.

 1465–1524), Spanish conquistador. After sailing with Columbus to the New World in 1493, he began the conquest of Cuba in 1511 and later initiated expeditions to conquer Mexico.









Velcro

 
/ˈvelkrō /

 
velcro





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a fastener for clothes or other items, consisting of two strips of thin plastic sheet, one covered with tiny loops and the other with tiny flexible hooks, which adhere when pressed together and can be separated when pulled apart deliberately.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten, join, or fix with Velcro.








III.
 
derivatives





Velcroed






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: from French 
velours croché

 ‘hooked velvet.’






veld

 
/velt /

 
veldt





I.
 
noun




open, uncultivated country or grassland in southern Africa. It is conventionally classified by altitude into highveld, middleveld, and lowveld.











– origin

 Afrikaans, from Dutch, literally ‘field.’





Velde, van de1







, Henri, see van de Velde, Henri
 .









Velde, van de2







, Willem and sons, see van de Velde
 .









veliger

 
/ˈveləjər, ˈvēlə-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the final larval stage of certain mollusks, having two ciliated flaps for swimming and feeding.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from velum
 + Latin 
-ger

 ‘bearing.’





velleity

 
/vəˈlēədē veˈlēədē/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a wish or inclination not strong enough to lead to action




•
 
the notion intrigued me, but remained a velleity.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
velleitas

 , from Latin 
velle

 ‘to wish.’





vellum

 
/ˈveləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
fine parchment made originally from the skin of a calf.




2.
 
smooth writing paper imitating vellum.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
velin

 , from 
veel

 (see veal
 ).





velocimeter

 
/ˌveləˈsimidər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring velocity.








II.
 
derivatives





velocimetry

 
/-itrē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
velox

 , 
veloc-

 ‘swift’ + -meter
 .





velocipede

 
/vəˈläsəˌpēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 an early form of bicycle propelled by working pedals on cranks fitted to the front axle.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
(US)

 a child's tricycle.








II.
 
derivatives





velocipedist

 
/-dist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
vélocipède

 , from Latin 
velox

 , 
veloc-

 ‘swift’ + 
pes

 , 
ped-

 ‘foot.’






velociraptor

 
/vəˈläsəˌraptər/





I.
 
noun




a small dromaeosaurid dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period.

[Genus 
Velociraptor

 , family 
Dromaeosauridae

 , suborder 
Theropoda

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
velox

 , 
veloc-

 ‘swift’ + raptor
 .





velocity

 
/vəˈläsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the speed of something in a given direction




•
 
the velocities of the emitted particles.










2.
 
(in general use) speed




•
 
the tank shot backward at an incredible velocity.










3.
 
(also 
velocity of circulation

 )
 — 

[Economics]

 the rate at which money changes hands within an economy.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
vélocité

 or Latin 
velocitas

 , from 
velox

 , 
veloc-

 ‘swift.’





velodrome

 
/ˈveləˌdrōm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cycle-racing track, typically with steeply banked curves.




2.
 
a stadium containing a cycle-racing track with steeply banked curves.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
vélodrome

 , from 
vélo

 ‘bicycle’ + 
-drome

 (see -drome
 ).





velour

 
/vəˈlo͝or /

 
velours





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a plush woven fabric resembling velvet, chiefly used for soft furnishings, casual clothing, and hats.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a hat made of velour.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French 
velours

 ‘velvet,’ from Old French 
velour

 , from Latin 
villosus

 ‘hairy,’ from 
villus

 (see velvet
 ).





velouté

 
/vəˌlo͞oˈtā/





I.
 
noun




a rich white sauce made with chicken, veal, pork, or fish stock, thickened with cream and egg yolks.











– origin

 French, literally ‘velvety.’






velum

 
/ˈvēləm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a membrane or membranous structure, typically covering another structure or partly obscuring an opening, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the soft palate.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a membrane, typically bordering a cavity, especially in certain mollusks, medusae, and other invertebrates.




4.
 


[Botany]

 the veil of a toadstool.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘sail, curtain, covering, veil.’





velure

 
/vəˈlo͝or /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun




velvet.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dress (a hat) by means of a velvet pad




•
 
the hatter then velures the hats in a revolving device.




















velvet

 
/ˈvelvət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a closely woven fabric of silk, cotton, or nylon, that has a thick short pile on one side.




2.
 
soft downy skin that covers a deer's antler while it is growing.








II.
 
phrases





on velvet








‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 in an advantageous or prosperous position.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
velveted






adjective













2.
 
velvety

 
/ˈvelvədē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
veluotte

 , from 
velu

 ‘velvety,’ from medieval Latin 
villutus

 , from Latin 
villus

 ‘tuft, down.’





velvet ant






noun




an antlike velvety-bodied insect related to the wasps. The female is wingless, and the larvae parasitize the young of bees and wasps in the nest.

[Family 
Mutillidae

 , superfamily 
Scolioidea

 : numerous species.]













velveteen

 
/velvəˈtēːn/






noun



1.
 
a cotton fabric with a pile resembling velvet.




2.
 
(
velveteens

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 trousers made of velveteen.













velvet grass






noun




a common pasture grass with soft downy leaves, native to Eurasia and naturalized in North America.

[
Holcus lanatus

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













velvetleaf

 
/ˈvelvətˌlēf/






noun




a Eurasian plant of the mallow family, with large heart-shaped velvety leaves and yellow flowers. It is naturalized in North America, where it has become a serious weed of farmland.

[
Abutilon theophrasti

 , family 
Malvaceae

 .]













velvet revolution

 
/ˈvelvət ˌrevəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun




a nonviolent political revolution, especially the relatively smooth change from communism to a Western-style democracy in Czechoslovakia at the end of 1989.











– origin

 translating Czech 
sametová revoluce

 .





velvet worm






noun




see Onychophora
 .













Ven.






abbreviation




Venerable (as the title of an archdeacon)




•
 
the Ven. William Davies.



















vena

 
/ˈvēnə/






noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a vein.













vena cava

 
/ˌvēnə ˈkävə ˌvēnə ˈkāvə/





I.
 
noun




a large vein carrying deoxygenated blood into the heart. There are two in humans, the 
inferior vena cava

 (carrying blood from the lower body) and the 
superior vena cava

 (carrying blood from the head, arms, and upper body).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘hollow vein.’





venal

 
/ˈvēnl/





I.
 
adjective




showing or motivated by susceptibility to bribery




•
 
why should these venal politicians care how they are rated?




•
 
their generosity had been at least partly venal.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venality

 
/vēˈnalədē /






noun













2.
 
venally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘available for purchase,’ referring to merchandise or a favor): from Latin 
venalis

 , from 
venum

 ‘thing for sale.’ / 
usage:

 
Venal

 and 
venial

 are sometimes confused. 
Venal

 means 'corrupt, able to be bribed, or involving bribery': local customs officials are notoriously 
venal

 , and smuggling thrives. 
Venial

 is used to describe a sin or offense that is 'pardonable, excusable, not mortal': in our high school, smoking cigarettes was a 
venial

 sin.





venation

 
/vēˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biology]

 the arrangement of veins in a leaf or in an insect's wing.




2.
 


[Biology]

 the system of venous blood vessels in an animal.








II.
 
derivatives





venational

 
/-SHənl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vena

 ‘vein’ + -ation
 .






vend

 
/vend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
offer (small items, especially food) for sale, especially either from a stall or from a slot machine




•
 
there was a man vending sticky cakes and ices.










2.
 


[Law]

 
‹formal›

 sell (something).








II.
 
derivatives





vendible

 
/ˈvendəb(ə)l /

 
vendable






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘be sold’): from French 
vendre

 or Latin 
vendere

 ‘sell,’ from 
venum

 ‘something for sale’ + a variant of 
dare

 ‘give.’





Venda1


 
/ˈvendə/






a former homeland established in South Africa for the Venda people, now part of Northern Province.









Venda2






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in Northern Transvaal and southern Zimbabwe.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Venda, which has about 800,000 speakers in South Africa, where it is an official language.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Venda people or their language.











– origin

 the stem of Venda 
Muvenda

 (in sense 1), 
Tshivenda

 (in sense 2).





vendange

 
/vänˈdäNZH, väN-/





I.
 
noun




(in France) the grape harvest.











– origin

 French.





Vendemiaire

 
/ˌvändəˈmyer, ˌväNdā- /

 
Vendémiaire





I.
 
noun




the first month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from September 22 to October 21.











– origin

 French, from Latin 
vindemia

 ‘vintage.’





vendetta

 
/venˈdedə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a blood feud in which the family of a murdered person seeks vengeance on the murderer or the murderer's family.




2.
 
a prolonged bitter quarrel with or campaign against someone




•
 
he has accused the British media of pursuing a vendetta against him.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
vindicta

 ‘vengeance.’





vending machine

 
/ˈvendiNG məˌSHēn/






noun




a machine that dispenses small articles such as food, drinks, or cigarettes when a coin, bill, or token is inserted.













vendor

 
/ˈvendər ˈvenˌdôr /

 
vender





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or company offering something for sale, especially a trader in the street




•
 
an Italian ice cream vendor.










2.
 
a person or company whose principal product lines are office supplies and equipment.




3.
 


[Law]

 the seller, especially of property.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French 
vendour

 (see vend
 ).





vendor placing






noun






[Finance]

 a type of placing used as a method of financing a takeover in which the purchasing company issues its own shares as payment to the company being bought, with the prearranged agreement that these shares are then placed with investors in exchange for cash.













vendue

 
/venˈdyo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
(W. Indian)

 a public auction.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: via Dutch from French dialect 
vendue

 ‘sale,’ from 
vendre

 ‘sell.’





veneer

 
/vəˈnir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thin decorative covering of fine wood applied to a coarser wood or other material.




2.
 
a layer of wood used to make plywood.




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an attractive appearance that covers or disguises someone or something's true nature or feelings




•
 
her veneer of composure cracked a little.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
veneered

 )


1.
 
cover (something) with a decorative layer of fine wood.




2.
 
cover or disguise (someone or something's true nature) with an attractive appearance.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (earlier as 
fineer

 ): from German 
furni(e)ren

 , from Old French 
fournir

 ‘furnish.’





veneering

 
/vəˈniriNG/






noun




material used as veneer.













venerable

 
/ˈven(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
accorded a great deal of respect, especially because of age, wisdom, or character




•
 
a venerable statesman.










2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a title given to a deceased person who has attained a certain degree of sanctity but has not been fully beatified or canonized.




3.
 
(in the Anglican Church) a title given to an archdeacon.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venerability

 
/ˌvenərəˈbilətē /






noun













2.
 
venerableness






noun













3.
 
venerably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
venerabilis

 , from the verb 
venerari

 (see venerate
 ).






venerate

 
/ˈvenəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
regard with great respect; revere




•
 
Mother Teresa is venerated as a saint.














II.
 
derivatives





venerator

 
/ˈvenəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as 
veneration

 ):: from Latin 
venerat-

 ‘adored, revered,’ from the verb 
venerari

 .





veneration

 
/ˌvenəˈrāSH(ə)n/






noun




great respect; reverence




•
 
the traditional veneration of saints.



















venereal

 
/vəˈnirēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to sexual desire or sexual intercourse.




2.
 
of or relating to venereal disease.








II.
 
derivatives





venereally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
venereus

 (from 
venus

 , 
vener-

 ‘sexual love’) + -al
 .





venereal disease

 
/vəˈnirēəl dəˈzēz/






noun




a disease typically contracted by sexual contact with a person already infected; a sexually transmitted disease.













venereology

 
/vəˌnirēˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of medicine concerned with venereal diseases.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venereological

 
/-əˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
venereologist

 
/-jist /






noun





















venery1


 
/ˈvenərē/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 sexual indulgence.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
veneria

 , from 
venus

 , 
vener-

 ‘sexual love.’





venery2






I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 hunting.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
venerie

 , from 
vener

 ‘to hunt,’ from Latin 
venari

 .





venesection

 
/ˈvēnəˌsekSHən/





I.
 
noun




another term for phlebotomy
 .











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
venae sectio(n-)

 ‘cutting of a vein.’





Venetia

 
/vəˈnēSHə/





I.
 
a region in northeastern Italy; capital, Venice. Italian name 
Veneto

 .







– origin

 named after the 
Veneti

 , the pre-Roman inhabitants of the region.





Venetian

 
/vəˈnēSHən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Venice or its people.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or citizen of Venice.




2.
 
the dialect of Italian spoken in Venice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
Venicien

 , assimilated to medieval Latin 
Venetianus

 , from Latin 
Venetia

 ‘Venice.’





venetian blind






noun




a window blind consisting of horizontal slats that can be pivoted to control the amount of light that passes through it.














Venetian glass

 
/vəˈnēSHən ɡlas/






noun




decorative glassware of a type associated with Venice, especially the nearby island of Murano.













Venetian red






noun



1.
 
a reddish-brown pigment consisting of ferric oxide.




2.
 
a strong reddish-brown color.













Venetian window






noun




a large window consisting of a central arched section flanked by two narrow rectangular sections.














Venezia

 
/vəˈnetsēə/






Italian name for Venice
 .









Venezuela

 
/ˌvenəzˈwālə/






I.

1.
 
a republic on the northern coast of South America, on the Caribbean Sea; pop. 26,814,800 (est. 2009); capital, Caracas; language, Spanish (official). Official name 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

 .





Colonized by the Spanish in the 16th century, Venezuela won its independence in 1821 after a ten-year struggle. It did not, however, emerge as a separate nation until its secession from federation with Colombia in 1830. It is a major oil-exporting country, with the industry based on the area around Lake Maracaibo in the northwest.




II.
 
derivatives





Venezuelan

 
/ˌvenəz(ə)ˈwālən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 Spanish, literally ‘little Venice,’ named by early explorers when they saw native houses built on stilts over water.






vengeance

 
/ˈvenjəns/





I.
 
noun




punishment inflicted or retribution exacted for an injury or wrong.








II.
 
phrases





with a vengeance






used to emphasize the degree to which something occurs or is true




•
 
her headache was back with a vengeance.





















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from 
venger

 , 
vengier

 ‘avenge,’ from Latin 
vindicare

 ‘vindicate.’





vengeful

 
/ˈvenjfəl/





I.
 
adjective




seeking to harm someone in return for a perceived injury




•
 
a vengeful ex-con.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vengefully

 
/ˈvenjfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
vengefulness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from obsolete 
venge

 ‘avenge’ (see vengeance
 ), on the pattern of 
revengeful

 .






venial

 
/ˈvēnēəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Christian Theology]

 denoting a sin that is not regarded as depriving the soul of divine grace.

Often contrasted with mortal
 .




2.
 


[Christian Theology]

 (of a fault or offense) slight and pardonable.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
veniality

 
/ˌvēnēˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
venially






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from late Latin 
venialis

 , from 
venia

 ‘forgiveness.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at venal
 .





venial sin






noun




(in Roman Catholicism) a relatively slight sin that that does not entail damnation of the soul




•
 
she lost her patience, a venial sin she must report later to Father Damien.




















Venice

 
/ˈvenəs/





I.
 
a city in northeastern Italy, on a lagoon of the Adriatic Sea, capital of Venetia region; pop. 270,098 (2008). It is built on numerous islands that are separated by canals and linked by bridges.

Italian name Venezia
 .




II.
 

/ˈvenəs /

 — a beachfront section of Los Angeles in California, west of downtown.









venipuncture

 
/ˈvēnəˌpəNGkCHər, ˈvenə- /

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 venepuncture





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the puncture of a vein as part of a medical procedure, typically to withdraw a blood sample or for an intravenous injection.











– origin

 1920s: from Latin 
vena

 ‘vein’ + puncture
 .





venison

 
/ˈvenəsən ˈvenəzən/





I.
 
noun




meat from a deer.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
veneso(u)n

 , from Latin 
venatio(n-)

 ‘hunting,’ from 
venari

 ‘to hunt.’





Venite

 
/vəˈnītē, -ˈnētē, -ˈnēˌtā/





I.
 
noun




Psalm 95 used as a canticle in Christian liturgy, chiefly at matins.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘come ye,’ the first word of the psalm.





Venn diagram

 
/ˈven ˌdīəˌɡram/





I.
 
noun




a diagram representing mathematical or logical sets pictorially as circles or closed curves within an enclosing rectangle (the universal set), common elements of the sets being represented by the areas of overlap among the circles.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after John 
Venn

 (1834–1923), English logician.





venogram

 
/ˈvēnəˌɡram/






noun






[Medicine]

 an image produced by venography.













venography

 
/vēˈnäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 radiography of a vein after injection of a radiopaque fluid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venographic

 
/ˌvēnəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
venographically

 
/ˌvēnəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
vena

 ‘vein’ + -graphy
 .






venom

 
/ˈvenəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a poisonous substance secreted by animals such as snakes, spiders, and scorpions and typically injected into prey or aggressors by biting or stinging.




2.
 
extreme malice and bitterness shown in someone's attitudes, speech, or actions




•
 
his voice was full of venom.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
venim

 , variant of 
venin

 , from an alteration of Latin 
venenum

 ‘poison.’





venomous

 
/ˈvenəməs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of animals, especially snakes, or their parts) secreting venom; capable of injecting venom by means of a bite or sting.




2.
 
(of a person or their behavior) full of malice or spite




•
 
she replied with a venomous glance.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venomously

 
/ˈvenəməslē /






adverb













2.
 
venomousness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
venimeux

 , from 
venim

 (see venom
 ). / 
usage:

 See usage at poisonous
 .






venous

 
/ˈvēnəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a vein or the veins.




2.
 
of or relating to the dark red, oxygen-poor blood in the veins and pulmonary artery.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venosity

 
/vəˈnäsədē /






noun













2.
 
venously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
venosus

 ‘venous,’ from 
vena

 ‘vein.’





venous insufficiency






noun






[Pathology]

 failure of the veins to adequately circulate the blood, especially from the lower extremities.













vent1


 
/vent/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opening that allows air, gas, or liquid to pass out of or into a confined space.




2.
 
the opening of a volcano, through which lava and other materials are emitted.




3.
 


‹historical›

 the touch hole of a gun.




4.
 
the anus, especially one in a lower animal such as a fish that serves for both excretion and reproduction.




5.
 
the expression or release of a strong emotion, energy, etc.




•
 
children 
give vent to

 their anger in various ways.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give free expression to (a strong emotion)




•
 
he had come to vent his rage and despair.










2.
 
provide with an outlet for air, gas, or liquid




•
 
clothes dryers must be vented to the outside.










3.
 
discharge or expel (air, gas, or liquid) through an outlet




•
 
the plant was isolated and the gas vented.










4.
 
permit air to enter (a beer cask).








III.
 
derivatives





ventless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: partly from French 
vent

 ‘wind,’ from Latin 
ventus

 , reinforced by French 
évent

 , from 
éventer

 ‘expose to air,’ based on Latin 
ventus

 ‘wind.’





vent2


 
/vent/





I.
 
noun




a slit in a garment, especially in the lower edge of the back of a coat through the seam.











– origin

 late Middle English: alteration of dialect 
fent

 , from Old French 
fente

 ‘slit,’ based on Latin 
findere

 ‘cleave.’





ventail

 
/ˈvenˌtāl/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 the lower movable front of a medieval helmet.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the whole movable front of a medieval helmet, including the visor.













venter

 
/ˈven(t)ər/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 the underside or abdomen of an animal.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘belly.’





venti

 
/ˈven(t)ē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ] in the


1.
 


‹trademark›

 
(US)

 a serving of a drink of coffee measuring 20 fluid ounces.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘twenty.’





ventifact

 
/ˈven(t)əˌfakt/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a stone shaped by the erosive action of windblown sand.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
ventus

 ‘wind’ + 
factum

 , neuter past participle of 
facere

 ‘make.’






ventilate

 
/ˈven(t)əˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause air to enter and circulate freely in (a room, building, etc.)




•
 
ventilate the greenhouse well




•
 (
-ventilated

 )
 
gas heaters should only ever be used in well-ventilated rooms.










2.
 
(of air) purify or freshen (something) by blowing on or through it




•
 
a colossus ventilated by the dawn breeze.










3.
 


[Medicine]

 subject to artificial respiration.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 oxygenate (the blood).




5.
 
discuss or examine (an opinion, issue, complaint, etc.) in public




•
 
he used the club to ventilate an ongoing complaint.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘winnow, scatter’): from Latin 
ventilat-

 ‘blown, winnowed,’ from the verb 
ventilare

 , from 
ventus

 ‘wind.’ The sense ‘cause air to circulate in’ dates from the mid 18th cent.





ventilation

 
/ˌven(t)əˈlāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the provision of fresh air to a room, building, etc.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 the supply of air to the lungs, especially by artificial means.




3.
 
public discussion or examination of an opinion, issue, complaint, etc.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘current of air’): from Old French, or from Latin 
ventilatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
ventilare

 (see ventilate
 ). 
Sense

 1 dates from the mid 17th cent.





ventilator

 
/ˈven(t)əˌlādər/






noun



1.
 
an appliance or aperture for ventilating a room or other space.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an appliance for artificial respiration; a respirator.













ventilatory

 
/ˈven(t)ələˌtôrē/






adjective






[Physiology]

 of, relating to, or serving for the provision of air to the lungs or respiratory system.













Ventose

 
/vänˈtōz /

 
Ventôse





I.
 
noun




the sixth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from February 19 to March 20.











– origin

 French 
Ventôse

 , from Latin 
ventosus

 ‘windy,’ from 
ventus

 ‘wind.’






ventouse

 
/ˈvenˌto͞os/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a vacuum extractor for use in assisting childbirth.











– origin

 1960s: from French, literally ‘cupping glass,’ based on Latin 
ventus

 ‘wind.’






ventral

 
/ˈventrəl/





I.
 
adjective

 — , &


1.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 of, on, or relating to the underside of an animal or plant; abdominal




•
 
a ventral nerve cord




•
 
the ventral part of the head.







Compare with dorsal
 .








II.
 
derivatives





ventrally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
venter

 , 
ventr-

 ‘belly’ + -al
 .






ventral fin






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 another term for pelvic fin
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 an unpaired fin on the underside of certain fishes.




3.
 


[Zoology]

 a single vertical fin under the fuselage or tail of an aircraft.














ventricle

 
/ˈventrək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a hollow part or cavity in an organ, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 each of the two main chambers of the heart, left and right.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 each of the four connected fluid-filled cavities in the center of the brain.








II.
 
derivatives





ventricular

 
/venˈtrikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
ventriculus

 , diminutive of 
venter

 ‘belly.’





ventricose

 
/ˈventrəˌkōs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having a protruding belly.




2.
 


[Botany]

 distended, inflated.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: formed irregularly from ventricle
 + -ose
 1
 .





ventriculography

 
/venˌtrikyəˈläɡrəfē/






noun






[Medicine]

 radiography of the ventricles of the brain with the cerebral fluid replaced by air (pneumoencephalography) or radiopaque material or labeled with a radionuclide.














ventriculus

 
/venˈtrikyələs/






noun




technical term for gizzard
 .













ventriloquist

 
/venˈtriləkwəst/





I.
 
noun




a person who can speak or utter sounds so that they seem to come from somewhere else, especially an entertainer who makes their voice appear to come from a dummy of a person or animal.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
ventriloquial

 
/ˌventrəˈlōkwēəl /






adjective













2.
 
ventriloquism

 
/venˈtriləˌkwizəm /






noun













3.
 
ventriloquize

 
/-ˌkwīz /






verb













4.
 
ventriloquy

 
/venˈtriləkwē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
ventriloquium

 (from Latin 
venter

 ‘belly’ + 
loqui

 ‘speak’) + -ist
 .





ventrolateral

 
/ˌventrōˈlatərəl, -ˈlatrəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 situated toward the junction of the ventral and lateral sides.








II.
 
derivatives





ventrolaterally






adverb





















ventromedial

 
/ˌventrōˈmēdēəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 situated toward the middle of the ventral side.








II.
 
derivatives





ventromedially






adverb





















Ventura

 
/venˈCHo͝orə/






a city in southern California, on the Pacific Ocean; pop. 103,706 (est. 2008). Official name 
San Buenaventura

 .









Ventura, Jesse






(1951–), US politician; born 
James George Janos

 . A former professional wrestler 1975–86, who was called “The Body,” he was governor of Minnesota 1999–2003.









venture

 
/ˈven(t)SHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a risky or daring journey or undertaking




•
 
pioneering ventures into little-known waters.










2.
 
a business enterprise involving considerable risk.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dare to do something or go somewhere that may be dangerous or unpleasant




•
 
she 
ventured out

 into the blizzard.










2.
 
dare to do or say something that may be considered audacious (often used as a polite expression of hesitation or apology)




•
 
may I venture to add a few comments?




•
 
I ventured to write to her




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he ventured the opinion that Putt was now dangerously insane.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — expose (something) to the risk of loss




•
 
his fortune is ventured in an expedition over which he has no control.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a venture








‹archaic›

 trusting to chance rather than to previous consideration or preparation




•
 
a man drew a bow at a venture.















2.
 
nothing ventured, nothing gained








‹proverb›

 you can't expect to achieve anything if you never take any risks.















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘adventure,’ also ‘risk the loss of’): shortening of adventure
 .






venture capital

 
/ˈvenCHər ˌkapədl/





I.
 
noun




capital invested in a project in which there is a substantial element of risk, typically a new or expanding business.








II.
 
derivatives





venture capitalist






noun





















venturer

 
/ˈven(t)SHərər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who undertakes or shares in a trading venture.













venturesome

 
/ˈven(t)SHərsəm/





I.
 
adjective




willing to take risks or embark on difficult or unusual courses of action.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
venturesomely






adverb













2.
 
venturesomeness






noun





















venturi

 
/venˈto͝orē/





I.
 
noun




a short piece of narrow tube between wider sections for measuring flow rate or exerting suction.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Giovanni B. 
Venturi

 (1746–1822), Italian physicist.





Venturi, Robert

 
/venˈto͝orē, -ˈCHo͝orē/






(1925–), US architect and writer; pioneer of postmodernist architecture; full name 
Robert Charles Venturi

 . Among his buildings are the Humanities Classroom Building of the State University of New York at Purchase (1973) and the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library in Washington, DC (2005).









venue

 
/ˈvenˌyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the place where something happens, especially an organized event such as a concert, conference, or sports event




•
 
the river could soon be the venue for a powerboat world championship event.










2.
 


[Law]

 the county or district within which a criminal or civil case must be heard.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a thrust or bout in fencing; also in the Law sense): from Old French, literally ‘a coming,’ feminine past participle of 
venir

 ‘come,’ from Latin 
venire

 .





venule

 
/ˈvenyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a very small vein, especially one collecting blood from the capillaries.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
venula

 , diminutive of 
vena

 ‘vein.’






Venus

 
/ˈvēnəs/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 a goddess, worshiped as the goddess of love in classical Rome though apparently a spirit of kitchen gardens in earlier times.

[Latin.]




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Venus

 )
 — 

‹chiefly literary›

 a beautiful woman.




III.
 


[Astronomy]

 the second planet from the sun in the solar system, the brightest celestial object after the sun and moon and frequently appearing in the twilight sky as the evening or morning star.

Venus orbits between Mercury and the earth at an average distance of 67.2 million miles (108 million km) from the sun. It is almost equal in size to the earth, with a diameter of 7,521 miles (12,104 km) and shows phases similar to the moon. The planet is completely covered by clouds consisting chiefly of sulfuric acid droplets, and no surface detail can be seen by telescope. There is a dense atmosphere of carbon dioxide, which traps the heat of the sun by the greenhouse effect to produce a surface temperature of 460°C. The planet has no natural satellite.




IV.
 
(also 
venus

 , 
Venus shell

 , or 
Venus clam

 )
 — a burrowing marine bivalve mollusk with clearly defined growth lines on the shell.

[
Venus

 , 
Venerupis

 , and other genera, family 
Veneridae

 .]









Venusberg

 
/ˈvēnəsˌbərɡ/






noun




(in German legend) the court of Venus.














Venus de Milo

 
/də ˈmēlō, ˈmī-/





I.
 
a classical sculpture of Aphrodite dated to 
c.

 100 
BC

 . It was discovered on the Greek island of Melos in 1820 and is now in the Louvre in Paris.







– origin

 French, ‘Venus of Melos.’





Venus flytrap

 
Venus's flytrap






noun




a small carnivorous bog plant with hinged leaves that spring shut on and digest insects that land on them. Native to the southeastern US, it is also kept as an indoor plant.

[
Dionaea muscipula

 , family 
Droseraceae

 .]













Venusian

 
/vəˈn(y)o͞osēən vəˈn(y)o͞oSH(ē)ən /

 
Venutian





I.
 
adjective






[Astronomy]

 relating to or characteristic of the planet Venus




•
 
a Venusian orbit.














II.
 
noun




a hypothetical or fictional inhabitant of the planet Venus




•
 
a bald, purple Venusian




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
they return home in a Venusian ship.



















Venus's comb






noun




another term for shepherd's needle
 .













Venus's flower basket






noun




a slender upright sponge with a filmy, latticelike skeleton.

[Genus 
Euplectella

 , class 
Hexactinellida

 .]













Venus's girdle






noun




a large, almost transparent comb jelly with a flattened ribbonlike body, living chiefly in warmer seas.

[Genus 
Cestum

 , phylum 
Ctenophora

 .]













Venus's hair






noun




the maidenhair fern 
Adiantum capillus-veneris

 .













Venus's looking glass






noun




a blue-flowered plant of the bellflower family, whose shiny brown seeds inside their open capsule supposedly resemble mirrors.

[Two species in the family 
Campanulaceae

 : 
Legousia hybrida

 of Europe, and 
Triodanis perfoliata

 of North America.]














veracious

 
/vəˈrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 speaking or representing the truth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
veraciously






adverb













2.
 
veraciousness






noun



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
verax

 , 
verac-

 (from 
verus

 ‘true’) + -ious
 .





veracity

 
/vəˈrasədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
conformity to facts; accuracy




•
 
officials expressed doubts concerning the veracity of the story.










2.
 
habitual truthfulness




•
 
voters should be concerned about his veracity and character.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
véracité

 or medieval Latin 
veracitas

 , from 
verax

 ‘speaking truly’ (see veracious
 ).





Veracruz

 
/ˌverəˈkro͞oz, -ˈkro͞os/





I.
 
a state in east central Mexico that has a long coastline on the Gulf of Mexico; capital, Jalapa Enriquez.




II.
 
a city and port in Mexico, in Veracruz state, on the Gulf of Mexico; pop. 444,438 (2005).









veranda

 
/vəˈrandə /

 
verandah





I.
 
noun




a roofed platform along the outside of a house, level with the ground floor.








II.
 
derivatives





verandaed






adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Hindi 
varaṇḍā

 , from Portuguese 
varanda

 ‘railing, balustrade.’





verapamil

 
/vəˈrapəməl/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a synthetic compound that acts as a calcium antagonist and is used to treat angina pectoris and cardiac arrhythmias.











– origin

 1960s: from 
v(al)er(onitr)il(e)

 (from valeric acid
 + nitrile
 ), with the insertion of 
-apam-

 (of unknown origin).





veratrine

 
/ˈverətrēn ˈverətrən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a poisonous substance consisting of a mixture of alkaloids that occurs in the seeds of sabadilla and related plants, used, especially formerly, to relieve neuralgia and rheumatism.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
vératrine

 , from Latin 
veratrum

 ‘hellebore.’






veratrum

 
/vəˈrātrəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the false hellebores.

[Genus 
Veratrum

 , family 
Liliaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘hellebore.’






verb

 
/vərb/





I.
 
noun






[Grammar]

 a word used to describe an action, state, or occurrence, and forming the main part of the predicate of a sentence, such as 
hear

 , 
become

 , 
happen

 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
use (a word that is not conventionally used as a verb, typically a noun) as a verb




•
 
any English noun can be verbed, but some are more resistant than others




•
 (as 
noun

 
verbing

 )
 
I hate the verbing of that particular noun.














III.
 
derivatives





verbless

 
/vərbləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
verbe

 or Latin 
verbum

 ‘word, verb.’





verbal

 
/ˈvərbəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or in the form of words




•
 
the root of the problem is visual rather than verbal




•
 
verbal abuse.










2.
 
spoken rather than written; oral




•
 
a verbal agreement.










3.
 
tending to talk a lot




•
 
he's very verbal.










4.
 


[Grammar]

 of, relating to, or derived from a verb




•
 
a verbal adjective.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


[Grammar]

 a word or words functioning as a verb.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 a verbal noun.








III.
 
derivatives





verbally

 
/ˈvərbəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent. (describing a person who deals with words rather than things): from French, or from late Latin 
verbalis

 , from 
verbum

 ‘word’ (see verb
 ). / 
usage:

 It is sometimes said that the true sense of the adjective 
verbal

 is ‘of or concerned with words,’ whether spoken or written (as in 
verbal

 abuse), and that it should not be used to mean ‘spoken rather than written’ (as in a 
verbal

 agreement). For this strictly ‘spoken’ sense, it is said that the adjective 
oral

 should be used instead. In practice, however, 
verbal

 is well established in this sense and, even in legal contexts, a 
verbal

 agreement is understood to mean a contract whose accepted terms have been spoken rather than written.





verbal diarrhea






noun






‹vulgar slang›

 the fact or habit of talking too much




•
 
was it necessary to have the narrator exhibit verbal diarrhea throughout the entire picture?



















verbalism

 
/ˈvərbəˌlizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
concentration on forms of expression rather than content.




2.
 
a verbal expression.




3.
 
excessive or empty use of language.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verbalist

 
/ˈvərbələst /






noun













2.
 
verbalistic

 
/ˌvərbəˈlistik /






adjective





















verbalize

 
/ˈvərbəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — express (ideas or feelings) in words, especially by speaking out loud




•
 
they are unable to verbalize their real feelings.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — speak, especially at excessive length and with little real content




•
 
the dangers of verbalizing about art.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a word, especially a noun) into a verb.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verbalizable






adjective













2.
 
verbalization

 
/ˌvərbələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvərbəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
verbalizer






noun





















verbal noun






noun






[Grammar]

 a noun formed by inflection of a verb and partly sharing its constructions, such as 
smoking

 in 
smoking is forbidden

 .

See -ing
 1
 .













verbal overshadowing






noun






[Psychology]

 the tendency of verbalization to impair the recall of visual memories, resulting in unreliable eyewitness accounts.













verbascum

 
/vərˈbaskəm/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that comprises the mulleins.

[Genus 
Verbascum

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘mullein.’





verbatim

 
/vərˈbādəm/





I.
 
adverb, adjective




in exactly the same words as were used originally


[as 
adv.

 ]


•
 
subjects were instructed to recall the passage verbatim




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
your quotations must be verbatim.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from medieval Latin, from Latin 
verbum

 ‘word.’ Compare with literatim
 .






verbena

 
/vərˈbēnə/





I.
 
noun




a chiefly American herbaceous plant that bears heads of bright showy flowers, widely cultivated as a garden ornamental.

[Genus 
Verbena

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 : many species, in particular a group of complex cultivars (
V.

 × 
hybrida

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘sacred bough,’ in medieval Latin ‘vervain.’





verbiage

 
/ˈvərbēij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
speech or writing that uses too many words or excessively technical expressions.




2.
 


(US)

 the way in which something is expressed; wording or diction




•
 
we need to look at how the rule should be applied, based on the verbiage.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from obsolete 
verbeier

 ‘to chatter,’ from 
verbe

 ‘word’ (see verb
 ). / 
usage:

 The form 
verbage

 , formed without the 
i

 on the pattern of words such as 
garbage

 , is sometimes used, but this is generally regarded as a mistake. Around five percent of citations in the Oxford English Corpus are for this incorrect spelling.





verbose

 
/vərˈbōs/





I.
 
adjective




using or expressed in more words than are needed




•
 
much academic language is obscure and verbose.














II.
 
derivatives





verbosely

 
/vərˈbōslē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
verbosus

 , from 
verbum

 ‘word.’





verbosity

 
/vərˈbäsədē/






noun




the quality of using more words than needed; wordiness




•
 
a critic with a reputation for verbosity.



















verboten

 
/fərˈbōtn, vər-/





I.
 
adjective




forbidden, especially by an authority.











– origin

 German.





verb phrase

 
/vərb frāz/






noun






[Grammar]

 the part of a sentence containing the verb and any direct or indirect object, but not the subject.













verdant

 
/ˈvərdnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of countryside) green with grass or other rich vegetation.




2.
 
of the bright green color of lush grass




•
 
a deep, verdant green.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verdancy

 
/ˈvərd(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
verdantly






adverb



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps from Old French 
verdeant

 , present participle of 
verdoier

 ‘be green,’ based on Latin 
viridis

 ‘green.’





verd antique

 
/ˌvərd anˈtēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a green ornamental marble consisting of serpentine with calcite and dolomite veins.




2.
 
verdigris on ancient bronze or copper.




3.
 
a green form of porphyry.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from obsolete French, literally ‘antique green.’






Verdelho

 
/vərˈdelyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a white grape originally grown in Madeira, now also in Portugal, Sicily, Australia, and South Africa.




2.
 
a medium Madeira made from the Verdelho grape.











– origin

 Portuguese, literally ‘little green thing;’ compare with Verdicchio
 .





verderer

 
/ˈvərdərər/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a judicial officer of a royal forest.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, based on Latin 
viridis

 ‘green.’





Verdi, Giuseppe

 
/ˈve(ə)rdē/






(1813–1901), Italian composer; full name 
Giuseppe Fortunino Francesco Verdi

 . His many operas, such as 
La Traviata

 (1853), 
Aida

 (1871), and 
Otello

 (1887), emphasize the dramatic element and the treatment of personal stories on a heroic scale, often against backgrounds that reflect his political interests. He is also noted for 
Requiem

 (1874).










Verdicchio

 
/vərˈdēkēˌō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of white wine grape grown in the Marche region of Italy.




2.
 
a dry white wine made from the Verdicchio grape.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘little green thing’; compare with Verdelho
 .





verdict

 
/ˈvərdikt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a decision on a disputed issue in a civil or criminal case or an inquest




•
 
the jury returned a verdict of ‘not guilty.’










2.
 
an opinion or judgment




•
 
I'm anxious to know your verdict on me.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
verdit

 , from Old French 
veir

 ‘true’ (from Latin 
verus

 ) + 
dit

 (from Latin 
dictum

 ‘saying’).





verdigris

 
/ˈvərdəˌɡrēs/





I.
 
noun




a bright bluish-green encrustation or patina formed on copper or brass by atmospheric oxidation, consisting of basic copper carbonate.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
verte-gres

 , earlier 
vert de Grece

 ‘green of Greece.’





verdin

 
/ˈvərdn/





I.
 
noun




a small songbird with a gray body and yellowish head, found in the semideserts of southwestern North America.

[
Auriparus flaviceps

 , family 
Remizidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘yellowhammer.’





verditer

 
/ˈvərdədər/





I.
 
noun




a light blue or bluish-green pigment, typically prepared by adding chalk or whiting to a solution of copper nitrate, used in making crayons and as a watercolor.








II.
 
adjective




of the color verditer.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French 
verd de terre

 , literally ‘earth green.’





Verdun, Battle of

 
/vərˈdən/






a long and severe battle in 1916, during World War I, at the fortified town of Verdun in northeastern France.









verdure

 
/ˈvərjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
lush green vegetation.




2.
 
the fresh green color of vegetation.




3.
 


‹literary›

 a condition of freshness.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verdured






adjective













2.
 
verdurous

 
/-jərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via French from Old French 
verd

 ‘green,’ from Latin 
viridis

 .





Vereeniging

 
/vəˈrēnəɡiNG, fə-/






a city in South Africa; pop. 474,000 (est. 2009).









verge1


 
/vərj/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an edge or border




•
 
they came down to the verge of the lake.










2.
 
an extreme limit beyond which something specified will happen




•
 
I was 
on the verge of

 tears.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a grass edging such as that by the side of a road or path.




4.
 


[Architecture]

 an edge of tiles projecting over a gable.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
verge on

 )


1.
 
approach (something) closely; be close or similar to (something)




•
 
despair verging on the suicidal.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
virga

 ‘rod.’ The current verb sense dates from the late 18th cent.






verge2


 
/vərj/





I.
 
noun




a wand or rod carried before a bishop or dean as an emblem of office.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
virga

 ‘rod.’





verge3


 
/vərj/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
incline in a certain direction or toward a particular state




•
 
his style verged into the art nouveau school.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘descend (to the horizon)’): from Latin 
vergere

 ‘to bend, incline.’





vergence

 
/ˈvərjəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Physiology]

 the simultaneous movement of the pupils of the eyes toward or away from one another during focusing.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the direction in which a fold is inclined or overturned




•
 
a zone of opposing fold vergence.

















– origin

 1980s: common element of convergence
 and divergence
 .





verger

 
/ˈvərjər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official in a church who acts as a caretaker and attendant.




2.
 
an officer who carries a rod before a bishop or dean as a symbol of office.








II.
 
derivatives





vergership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): from Anglo-Norman French (see verge
 2
 ).





verglas

 
/verˈɡlä/





I.
 
noun




a thin coating of ice or frozen rain on an exposed surface.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: French, from 
verre

 ‘glass’ + 
glas

 (now 
glace

 ) ‘ice.’





veridical

 
/vəˈridək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹formal›

 truthful.




2.
 


‹formal›

 coinciding with reality




•
 
such memories are not necessarily veridical.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
veridicality

 
/-ˌridəˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
veridically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
veridicus

 (from 
verus

 ‘true’ + 
dicere

 ‘say’) + -al
 .





veriest

 
/ˈverēist/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ] (
the veriest

 )


1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 used to emphasize the degree to which a description applies to someone or something




•
 
everyone but the veriest greenhorn knows by now.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: superlative of very
 .





verification

 
/ˌverəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the process of establishing the truth, accuracy, or validity of something




•
 
the verification of official documents.










2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Philosophy]

 the establishment by empirical means of the validity of a proposition.




3.
 
the process of ensuring that procedures laid down in weapons limitation agreements are followed.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Old French or from medieval Latin 
verificatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
verificare

 (see verify
 ).






verify

 
/ˈverəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make sure or demonstrate that (something) is true, accurate, or justified




•
 
his conclusions have been verified by later experiments




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
“Can you verify that the guns are licensed?”










2.
 


[Law]

 swear to or support (a statement) by affidavit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verifiable

 
/ˈˌverəˈˌfīəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
verifiably

 
/ˈverəˌfīəblē, ˌverəˈfī- /






adverb













3.
 
verifier

 
/ˈverəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a legal term): from Old French 
verifier

 , from medieval Latin 
verificare

 , from 
verus

 ‘true.’





verily

 
/ˈverəlē/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 truly; certainly




•
 
I verily believed myself to be a free woman.

















– origin

 Middle English: from very
 + -ly
 2
 , suggested by Old French 
verrai(e)ment

 .





verisimilitude

 
/ˌvərəsəˈmiləˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun




the appearance of being true or real




•
 
the detail gives the novel some verisimilitude.














II.
 
derivatives





verisimilar

 
/ˌverəˈsim(y)ələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
verisimilitudo

 , from 
verisimilis

 ‘probable,’ from 
veri

 (genitive of 
verus

 ‘true’) + 
similis

 ‘like.’





verismo

 
/vəˈrizmō, ve-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
realism in the arts, especially late 19th-century Italian opera.




2.
 
verismo as a genre of opera, as composed principally by Puccini, Mascagni, and Leoncavallo.











– origin

 Italian.





veristic

 
/vəˈristik/





I.
 
adjective




(of art or literature) extremely or strictly naturalistic.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verism

 
/ˈverˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
verist

 
/ˈverist /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
verum

 (neuter) ‘true’ or Italian 
vero

 ‘true’ + -ist
 + -ic
 .





veritable

 
/ˈvərədəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
used as an intensifier, often to qualify a metaphor




•
 
the early 1970s witnessed a veritable price explosion.














II.
 
derivatives





veritably

 
/ˈvərədəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from 
verite

 ‘truth’ (see verity
 ). Early senses included ‘true’ and ‘speaking the truth,’ later ‘genuine, actual.’





vérité

 
/ˌveriˈtā/





I.
 
noun




a genre of film, television, and radio programs emphasizing realism and naturalism.











– origin

 French, literally ‘truth.’






verity

 
/ˈverədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a true principle or belief, especially one of fundamental importance




•
 
the 
eternal verities

 .










2.
 
truth




•
 
irrefutable, objective verity.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
verite

 , from Latin 
veritas

 , from 
verus

 ‘true.’





verjuice

 
/ˈvərjəs/





I.
 
noun




a sour juice obtained from crab apples, unripe grapes, or other fruit, used in cooking and formerly in medicine.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vertjus

 , from 
vert

 ‘green’ + 
jus

 ‘juice.’






Verkhneudinsk

 
/ˌverknəˈo͞odinsk/






former name (until 1934) of Ulan-Ude
 .









Verlaine, Paul

 
/vərˈlān, verˈlen/






(1844–96), French symbolist poet. Notable collections of his poetry include 
Poèmes saturniens

 (1867), 
Fêtes galantes

 (1869), and 
Romances sans paroles

 (1874).









Vermeer, Jan

 
/vərˈmi(ə)r/






(1632–75), Dutch painter. He generally painted domestic genre scenes, for example 
The Kitchen Maid

 (
c.

 1658), 
The Music Lesson

 (
c.

 1662–65), and 
The Girl with a Pearl Earring

 (
c.

 1665–66). His work is distinguished by its clear design and simple form.









vermeil

 
/ˈvərm(ə)l ˈvərˌmāl vərˈmāl/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
gilded silver or bronze.




2.
 


‹literary›

 vermilion.











– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2): from Old French (see vermilion
 ).





vermi-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to a worm or worms, especially parasitic ones




•
 
vermiform.

















– origin

 from Latin 
vermis

 ‘worm.’





vermian

 
/ˈvərmēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 relating to or resembling a worm; wormlike.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the vermis of the brain.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
vermis

 ‘worm’ + -ian
 .





vermicelli

 
/ˌvərməˈCHelē ˌvərməˈselē/





I.
 
noun




pasta made in long slender threads.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
vermicello

 , diminutive of 
verme

 ‘worm,’ from Latin 
vermis

 .





vermicide

 
/ˈvərməˌsīd/






noun




a substance that is poisonous to worms.













vermicomposting

 
/ˌvərməˈkämpōstiNG/





I.
 
noun




the use of earthworms to convert organic waste into fertilizer.








II.
 
derivatives





vermicomposter






noun






















vermicular

 
/vərˈmikyələr/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like a worm in form or movement; vermiform.




2.
 
of, denoting, or caused by intestinal worms.




3.
 
marked with close wavy lines.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin 
vermicularis

 , from Latin 
vermiculus

 , diminutive of 
vermis

 ‘worm.’





vermiculate

 
/vərˈmikyəˌlāt, -lət/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
another term for vermicular
 .




2.
 
another term for vermiculated
 .











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vermiculatus

 , past participle of 
vermiculari

 ‘be full of worms’ (see vermicular
 ).






vermiculated

 
/vərˈmikyəˌlādəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of the plumage of a bird) marked with sinuous or wavy lines.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 worm-eaten.




3.
 


[Architecture]

 carved or molded with shallow wavy grooves resembling the tracks of worms.








II.
 
derivatives





vermiculation

 
/vərˌmikyəˈlāSHən /






noun





















vermiculite

 
/vərˈmikyəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a yellow or brown mineral found as an alteration product of mica and other minerals, and used for insulation or as a moisture-retentive medium for growing plants.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
vermiculari

 ‘be full of worms’ (because on expansion due to heat, it shoots out forms resembling small worms) + -ite
 1
 .





vermiform

 
/ˈvərməˌfôrm/






adjective






[chiefly Zoology]

 
[Anatomy]

 resembling or having the form of a worm.














vermiform appendix






noun




technical term for appendix
 (
sense

 1).













vermifuge

 
/ˈvərməˌfyo͞oj/






noun






[Medicine]

 an anthelmintic medicine.














vermilion

 
/vərˈmilyən /

 
vermillion





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brilliant red pigment made from mercury sulfide (cinnabar).




2.
 
a brilliant red color




•
 
a lateral stripe of vermilion




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
vermilion streaks of sunset.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vermeillon

 , from 
vermeil

 , from Latin 
vermiculus

 , diminutive of 
vermis

 ‘worm.’






vermin

 
/ˈvərmən/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
wild mammals and birds that are believed to be harmful to crops, farm animals, or game, or that carry disease, e.g., foxes, rodents, and insect pests.




2.
 
parasitic worms or insects.




3.
 
people perceived as despicable and as causing problems for the rest of society




•
 
the vermin who ransacked her house.














II.
 
derivatives





verminous

 
/ˈvərmənəs /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting animals such as reptiles and snakes): from Old French, based on Latin 
vermis

 ‘worm.’





vermis

 
/ˈvərməs/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the rounded and elongated central part of the cerebellum, between the two hemispheres.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘worm.’






Vermont

 
/vərˈmänt/






a state in the northeastern US, on the border with Canada, one of the six New England States; pop. 621,270 (est. 2008); capital, Montpelier; statehood, Mar. 4, 1791 (14). Explored and settled by the French during the 1600s and 1700s, it became an independent republic in 1777 until it was admitted as a US state.









Vermonter

 
/vərˈmän(t)ər/






noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of Vermont or its inhabitants




•
 
the eccentric old Vermonter.




















vermouth

 
/vərˈmo͞oTH/





I.
 
noun




a red or white wine flavored with aromatic herbs, made chiefly in France and Italy and used in cocktails.











– origin

 from French 
vermout

 , from German 
Wermut

 ‘wormwood.’






vernaccia

 
/vərˈnäCHə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown in the San Gimignano area of Italy and in Sardinia.




2.
 
a strong dry white wine made from the vernaccia grape.











– origin

 Italian.





vernacular

 
/vərˈnakyələr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the vernacular

 )
 — the language or dialect spoken by the ordinary people in a particular country or region




•
 
he wrote in the vernacular to reach a larger audience.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the terminology used by people belonging to a specified group or engaging in a specialized activity




•
 
gardening vernacular.










3.
 
architecture concerned with domestic and functional rather than monumental buildings




•
 
buildings in which Gothic merged into farmhouse vernacular.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of language) spoken as one's mother tongue; not learned or imposed as a second language.




2.
 
(of speech or written works) spoken or written using one's mother tongue




•
 
vernacular literature.










3.
 
(of architecture) concerned with domestic and functional rather than monumental buildings.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vernacularism

 
/vərˈnakyələˌrizəm /






noun













2.
 
vernacularity

 
/vərˌnakyəˈlerədē /






noun













3.
 
vernacularize

 
/vərˈnakyələˌrīz /






verb













4.
 
vernacularly






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vernaculus

 ‘domestic, native’ (from 
verna

 ‘home-born slave’) + -ar
 1
 .






vernal

 
/ˈvərnl/





I.
 
adjective




of, in, or appropriate to spring




•
 
the vernal freshness of the land.














II.
 
derivatives





vernally






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
vernalis

 , from 
vernus

 ‘of the spring,’ from 
ver

 ‘spring.’






vernal equinox

 
/ˈvərnl ˈekwəˌnäks ˈēkwəˌnäks ˈekwēˌnäks/






noun



1.
 
the equinox in spring, on about March 20 in the northern hemisphere and September 22 in the southern hemisphere.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the equinox in March.

Also called spring equinox
 .




3.
 


[Astronomy]

 another term for First Point of Aries
 (see Aries
 ).













vernal grass






noun




a sweet-scented Eurasian grass that is sometimes grown as a meadow or hay grass.

Also called sweet vernal grass. [
Anthoxanthum odoratum

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]













vernalization

 
/ˌvərn(ə)ləˈzāSHən/





I.
 
noun




the cooling of seed during germination in order to accelerate flowering when it is planted.








II.
 
derivatives





vernalize

 
/ˈvərnlˌīz /






verb



















– origin

 1930s: translation of Russian 
yarovizatsiya

 .






vernation

 
/vərˈnāSHən/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the arrangement of young leaves in a leaf bud before it opens.

Compare with estivation
 .











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from modern Latin 
vernatio(n-)

 , from Latin 
vernare

 ‘to grow (as in the spring),’ from 
vernus

 (see vernal
 ).





Verne, Jules

 
/vərn/






(1828–1905), French novelist. One of the first writers of science fiction, he often anticipated later scientific and technological developments, such as in 
Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea

 (1870). Other novels include 
Journey to the Center of the Earth

 (1864) and 
Around the World in Eighty Days

 (1873).









Verner's Law

 
/ˈvernərz, ˈvər- /

 

‹Linguistics›






I.
 
the observation that voiceless fricatives in Germanic predicted by Grimm's Law became voiced if the preceding syllable in the corresponding Indo-European word was unstressed, as in the English words 
death

 and 
dead

 .







– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Karl A. 
Verner

 (1846–96), Danish philologist.





vernicle

 
/ˈvərnəkəl/





I.
 
noun




another term for veronica
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, alteration of 
vernique

 , from medieval Latin 
veronica

 .






vernier

 
/ˈvərnēər/





I.
 
noun




a small movable graduated scale for obtaining fractional parts of subdivisions on a fixed main scale of a barometer, sextant, or other measuring instrument.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: named after Pierre 
Vernier

 (1580–1637), French mathematician.





vernier caliper






noun




a linear measuring instrument consisting of a scaled rule with a projecting arm at one end, to which is attached a sliding vernier with a projecting arm that forms a jaw with the other projecting arm.













vernier engine





I.
 
noun




another term for thruster
 .











– origin

 1950s: named after P. 
Vernier

 (see vernier
 ).





vernier scale






noun




see vernier
 .













vernissage

 
/ˌvərnəˈsäZH/





I.
 
noun




a private viewing of paintings before public exhibition.











– origin

 French, literally ‘varnishing,’ originally referring to the day prior to an exhibition when artists were allowed to retouch and varnish hung work.





vernix

 
/ˈvərniks/





I.
 
noun




a greasy deposit covering the skin of a baby at birth.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, variant of 
veronix

 ‘fragrant resin’ (see varnish
 ).






Verny

 
/ˈvərnē/






former name (until 1921) of Almaty
 .










Verona

 
/vəˈrōnə/






a city on the Adige River, in northeastern Italy; pop. 265,368 (2008).









veronal

 
/ˈverəˌnôl, -ənl/





I.
 
noun




another term for barbital
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from Verona
 + -al
 .





Veronese, Paolo

 
/ˌvārəˈnāzā/






(
c.

 1528–88), Italian painter; born 
Paolo Caliari

 . He is particularly known for his richly colored feast scenes such as in 
The Marriage at Cana

 (1562).









veronica

 
/vəˈränəkə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant of north temperate regions, typically with upright stems bearing narrow pointed leaves and spikes of blue or purple flowers.

[Genus 
Veronica

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 : many species, including the speedwells.]




2.
 
a cloth supposedly impressed with an image of Jesus' face.

[see Veronica, St.
 ]




3.
 
(in bullfighting) a slow movement of the cape away from a charging bull by the matador, who stands in place.

[said to be by association of the attitude of the matador with the depiction of St. 
Veronica

 holding out a cloth to Jesus (see Veronica, St.
 ).]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, from the given name 
Veronica

 .






Veronica, St.

 
/vəˈränəkə/






a woman of Jerusalem who reportedly offered her head cloth to Jesus on the way to Calvary, to wipe the blood and sweat from his face. The cloth is said to have retained the image of his features.









veronique

 
/ˌverəˈnēk, ˌvārô-/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
denoting a dish, typically of fish or chicken, prepared or garnished with grapes.











– origin

 from the French given name 
Véronique

 .





Verrazano, Giovanni da

 
/ˌverätˈsänō/






(c.1480–1527), Italian navigator, exploring the American east coast in the service of France. He was the first European to enter New York Bay 1524.









Verrazano-Narrows Bridge

 
/verəˌzänōˌnerōz ˈbrij/





I.
 
a suspension bridge across New York Bay between Brooklyn and Staten Island, the longest in the world when it was completed in 1964.







– origin

 named after Giovanni da 
Verrazano

 .





verruca

 
/vəˈro͞okə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a contagious and usually painful wart on the sole of the foot; a plantar wart.




2.
 
(in medical use) a wart of any kind.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verrucose

 
/ˈver(y)əˌkōs ˈver(y)əˌkōz /






adjective













2.
 
verrucous

 
/vəˈro͞okəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin.





Versace, Gianni

 
/vərˈsäCHē/






(1946–97), Italian fashion designer and founder of an international house of fashion and furnishings.









Versailles

 
/vərˈsī/






a palace built for Louis XIV near the town of Versailles, southwest of Paris. It was built around a chateau belonging to Louis XIII, which was transformed by additions in the grand French classical style.









Versailles, Treaty of





I.
 
a treaty that terminated the American Revolution in 1783.




II.
 
a treaty signed in 1919 that brought a formal end to World War I.

The treaty redivided the territory of the defeated Central Powers, restricted Germany's armed forces, and established the League of Nations. It left Germany smarting under what it considered a vindictive settlement while not sufficiently restricting its ability eventually to rearm and seek forcible redress.









versal

 
/ˈvərsəl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to a style of ornate capital letter used to start a verse, paragraph, etc., in a manuscript, typically built up by inking between pen strokes and with long, rather flat serifs.








II.
 
noun




a versal letter.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
vers-

 ‘turned’ + -al
 , influenced by verse
 .





versant

 
/ˈvərsənt/





I.
 
noun




a region of land sloping in one general direction.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, present participle (used as a noun) of 
verser

 ‘tilt over,’ from Latin 
versare

 .





versatile

 
/ˈvərsədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to adapt or be adapted to many different functions or activities




•
 
a versatile sewing machine




•
 
he was versatile enough to play either position.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 changeable; inconstant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
versatilely






adverb













2.
 
versatility

 
/ˌvərsəˈtilədē /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘inconstant, fluctuating’): from French, or from Latin 
versatilis

 , from 
versat-

 ‘turned around, revolved,’ from the verb 
versare

 , frequentative of 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’






verse

 
/vərs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
writing arranged with a metrical rhythm, typically having a rhyme




•
 
a lament in verse




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
verse drama.










2.
 
a group of lines that form a unit in a poem or song; a stanza




•
 
the second verse.










3.
 
each of the short numbered divisions of a chapter in the Bible or other scripture.




4.
 
a versicle.




5.
 


‹archaic›

 a line of poetry.




6.
 
a passage in an anthem for a soloist or a small group of voices.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 speak in or compose verse; versify.








III.
 
derivatives





verselet

 
/ˈvərslət /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
fers

 , from Latin 
versus

 ‘a turn of the plow, a furrow, a line of writing,’ from 
vertere

 ‘to turn’; reinforced in Middle English by Old French 
vers

 , from Latin 
versus

 .






-verse

 
/vərs/





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
denoting an area of activity or interest or a section of society distinguished by a particular characteristic




•
 
mediaverse




•
 
Twitterverse.










2.
 
denoting a fictional world associated with a particular character, television series, author, etc.




•
 
Rowling's new Potter website promises additional information about the Potterverse




•
 
the world of Buffy the Vampire Slayer—the Buffyverse—built up a dense mythology over the course of six seasons.

















– origin

 1980s: from universe
 .





versed

 
/vərst/





I.
 
adjective

 — (
versed in

 )


1.
 
experienced or skilled in; knowledgeable about




•
 
a native Icelander 
well versed in

 her country's medieval literature.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
versé

 or Latin 
versatus

 , past participle of 
versari

 ‘be engaged in.’






versed sine

 
/ˌvərst ˈsīn/






noun



1.
 


[Mathematics]

 one minus cosine.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 
[Architecture]

 the rise of an arch of a bridge.













versicle

 
/ˈvərsək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
versicles

 )


1.
 
a short sentence said or sung by the minister in a church service, to which the congregation gives a response.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
versicule

 or Latin 
versiculus

 , diminutive of 
versus

 (see verse
 ).





versicolored

 
/ˈvərsəˌkələrd /

 


‹Brit.›

 versicoloured





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 changing from one color to another in different lights.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 variegated.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
versicolor

 (from 
versus

 ‘turned’ + 
color

 ‘color’) + -ed
 2
 .





versify

 
/ˈvərsəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
turn into or express in verse




•
 
he versifies others' ideas




•
 (as 
noun

 
versifying

 )
 
a talent for versifying.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
versification

 
/ˌvərsəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
versifier

 
/ˈvərsəˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
versifier

 , from Latin 
versificare

 , from 
versus

 (see verse
 ).





versine

 
/ˈvərsīn /

 
versin





I.
 
noun






[Mathematics]

 another term for versed sine
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: abbreviation.





version

 
/ˈvərZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a particular form of something differing in certain respects from an earlier form or other forms of the same type of thing




•
 
a revised version of the paper was produced for a later meeting




•
 
they produce yachts in both standard and master versions.










2.
 
a particular edition or translation of a book or other work




•
 
the English version will be published next year.










3.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — an adaptation of a novel, piece of music, etc., into another medium or style




•
 
a film version of a wonderfully funny cult novel.










4.
 
a particular release of a piece of computer software.




5.
 
an account of a matter from a particular person's point of view




•
 
he told her his version of events.










6.
 


[Medicine]

 the manual turning of a fetus in the uterus to make delivery easier.




7.
 
an abnormal displacement of the uterus.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
versioning

 )


1.
 
create a new version of




•
 
it's the software for you if you need versioning and group editing.














III.
 
derivatives





versional

 
/ˈvərZH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘translation’): from French, or from medieval Latin 
versio(n-)

 , from Latin 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





version control






noun






[Computing]

 the task of keeping a software system consisting of many versions and configurations well organized.














vers libre

 
/ˌvər ˈlēbrə/





I.
 
noun




another term for free verse
 .











– origin

 French, literally ‘free verse.’






verso

 
/ˈvərsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a left-hand page of an open book, or the back of a loose document.

Contrasted with recto
 .




2.
 
the reverse of something such as a coin or painting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
verso (folio

 ) ‘on the turned (leaf).’





verst

 
/vərst/





I.
 
noun




a Russian measure of length, about 0.66 mile (1.1 km).











– origin

 from Russian 
versta

 .





Verstehen

 
/fərˈSHtāən/





I.
 
noun






[Sociology]

 empathic understanding of human behavior.











– origin

 German, literally ‘understanding.’





versus

 
/ˈvərsəs ˈvərsəz /

 
v.
 , vs.





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
against (especially in sports and legal use)




•
 
Penn versus Princeton.










2.
 
as opposed to; in contrast to




•
 
weighing the pros and cons of organic versus inorganic produce.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from a medieval Latin use of Latin 
versus

 ‘toward.’





vert

 
/vərt/





I.
 
noun




green, as a heraldic tincture


[
postpositive

 ]


•
 
three piles vert.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as an adjective): via Old French from Latin 
viridis

 ‘green.’






vertebra

 
/ˈvərdəbrə/





I.
 
noun




each of the series of small bones forming the backbone, having several projections for articulation and muscle attachment, and a hole through which the spinal cord passes.

In the human spine (or vertebral column) there are seven cervical vertebrae (in the neck), twelve thoracic vertebrae (to which the ribs are attached), and five lumbar vertebrae (in the lower back). In addition, five fused vertebrae form the sacrum, and four the coccyx.








II.
 
derivatives





vertebral

 
/ˈvərdəbrəl vərˈtēbrəl /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, from 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





vertebral column






noun




another term for spinal column
 .














vertebrate

 
/ˈvərdəbrət ˈvərdəˌbrāt/





I.
 
noun




an animal of a large group distinguished by the possession of a backbone or spinal column, including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fishes.

Compare with invertebrate
 . [Subphylum 
Vertebrata

 , phylum 
Chordata

 : seven classes.]








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the vertebrates.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
vertebratus

 ‘jointed,’ from 
vertebra

 (see vertebra
 ).






vertex

 
/ˈvərˌteks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the highest point; the top or apex.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 the crown of the head.




3.
 


[Geometry]

 each angular point of a polygon, polyhedron, or other figure.




4.
 
a meeting point of two lines that form an angle.




5.
 
the point at which an axis meets a curve or surface.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘whirlpool, crown of a head, vertex,’ from 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’






vertical

 
/ˈvərdək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
at right angles to a horizontal plane; in a direction, or having an alignment, such that the top is directly above the bottom




•
 
the vertical axis




•
 
keep your back vertical.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 denoting a point at the zenith or the highest point of something.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 of or relating to the crown of the head.




4.
 
involving different levels of a hierarchy or progression, in particular




5.
 
involving all the stages from the production to the sale of a class of goods.




6.
 
(especially of the transmission of disease or genetic traits) passed from one generation to the next.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the vertical

 )
 — a vertical line or plane




•
 
the columns incline several degrees away from the vertical.










2.
 
an upright structure




•
 
we remodeled the opening with a simple lintel and unadorned verticals.










3.
 
short for vertical tasting
 .




4.
 
the distance between the highest and lowest points of a ski area




•
 
the resort claims a vertical of 2100 meters.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
verticality

 
/ˌvərdəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
verticalize

 
/-ˌlīz /






verb













3.
 
vertically

 
/ˈvərdək(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘directly overhead’): from French, or from late Latin 
verticalis

 , from 
vertex

 (see vertex
 ).





vertical angles






plural noun






[Mathematics]

 each of the pairs of opposite angles made by two intersecting lines.













vertical circle






noun




a great circle of the celestial sphere whose diameter runs from zenith to nadir.













vertical file






noun




an alphabetized file for pamphlets and other small publications that do not merit a call number in a library system.













vertical fin






noun






[Zoology]

 any of the unpaired fins in the midline of a fish's body, i.e., a dorsal, anal, or caudal fin.













vertical integration

 
/ˈvərdəkəl ˌin(t)əˈɡrāSHən/






noun




the combination in one company of two or more stages of production normally operated by separate companies.













vertically challenged

 
/ˌvərdik(ə)lē ˈCHalənjd/






adjective






‹humorous›

 not tall in height; short.













vertical stabilizer






noun






[Aeronautics]

 
(US)

 a small, flattened projecting surface or attachment on an aircraft or rocket for providing aerodynamic stability.














vertical tasting






noun




a tasting in order of year of several different vintages of a particular wine.














vertical thinking






noun




the solving of problems using conventional logical processes.

Contrasted with lateral thinking
 .














vertical union






noun




a union whose members all work in various capacities in a single industry.













verticillium

 
/ˌvərdəˈsilēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fungus of a genus that includes a number of species that cause wilt in plants.

[Genus 
Verticillium

 , subdivision 
Deuteromycotina

 , in particular 
V. albo-atrum

 and 
V. dahliae

 .]




2.
 
wilt caused by verticillium.











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
verticillus

 ‘spindle whorl.’





vertiginous

 
/vərˈtijənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing vertigo, especially by being extremely high or steep




•
 
vertiginous drops to the valleys below.










2.
 
relating to or affected by vertigo.








II.
 
derivatives





vertiginously






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vertiginosus

 , from 
vertigo

 ‘whirling around’ (see vertigo
 ).






vertigo

 
/ˈvərdəɡō/





I.
 
noun




a sensation of whirling and loss of balance, associated particularly with looking down from a great height, or caused by disease affecting the inner ear or the vestibular nerve; giddiness.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, ‘whirling,’ from 
vertere

 ‘to turn.’





vertisol

 
/ˈvərtəˌsäl, -ˌsôl/





I.
 
noun






[Soil Science]

 a clayey soil with little organic matter that occurs in regions having distinct wet and dry seasons.











– origin

 1960s: from vertical
 + Latin 
solum

 ‘soil.’





vervain

 
/ˈvərvān/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed herbaceous plant with small blue, white, or purple flowers and a long history of use as a magical and medicinal herb.

[
Verbena officinalis

 , family 
Verbenaceae

 .]











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
verveine

 , from Latin 
verbena

 (see verbena
 ).





verve

 
/vərv/





I.
 
noun




vigor and spirit or enthusiasm




•
 
Kollo sings with supreme verve and flexibility.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (denoting special talent in writing): from French, ‘vigor,’ earlier ‘form of expression,’ from Latin 
verba

 ‘words.’






vervet

 
/ˈvərvət /

 
vervet monkey





I.
 
noun




a common African guenon with greenish-brown upper parts and a black face.

Compare with green monkey
 , grivet
 . [
Cercopithecus aethiops

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 , in particular the race 
C. a. pygerythrus

 of southern and eastern Africa.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, of unknown origin.





Verviers

 
/verˈvyā/






a manufacturing town in eastern Belgium; pop 54,519 (2008).









Verwoerd, Hendrik

 
/fərˈvo͝ort/






(1901–66), South African statesman; prime minister 1958–66; full name 
Hendrik Frensch Verwoerd

 . As minister of Bantu affairs (1950–58), he developed the segregation policy of apartheid. As premier, he banned the ANC and the Pan-Africanist Congress in 1960 and declared South Africa a republic in 1961.










very

 
/ˈverē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
used for emphasis.




2.
 
in a high degree




•
 
very large




•
 
very quickly




•
 
very much so.










3.
 
(with 
superlative

 or 
own

 )
 — used to emphasize that the following description applies without qualification




•
 
the very best quality




•
 
his very own car.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
actual; precise (used to emphasize the exact identity of a particular person or thing)




•
 
those were his very words




•
 
he might be phoning her at this very moment




•
 
transformed 
before our very eyes

 .










2.
 
emphasizing an extreme point in time or space




•
 
from the very beginning of the book




•
 
at the very back of the skull.










3.
 
with no addition of or contribution from anything else; mere




•
 
the very thought of drink made him feel sick.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 real; genuine




•
 
the very God of Heaven.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not very





a.
 
in a low degree




•
 
“Bad news?” “Not very.”










b.
 
far from being




•
 
I'm not very impressed.















2.
 
the very idea!






see idea
 .









3.
 
the very same






see same
 .









4.
 
very well

 


‹dated›

 very good






used to express agreement or consent




•
 
oh very well then, come in.





















– origin

 Middle English (as an adjective in the sense ‘real, genuine’): from Old French 
verai

 , based on Latin 
verus

 ‘true.’





very high frequency

 
//






noun




the band of frequencies between 30 and 300 megahertz, typically used for broadcasting television signals.













Very Large Array

 
VLA






noun




the world's largest radio telescope, consisting of 27 dish antennas near Socorro, New Mexico.













Very light

 
/ˈverē ˌlīt ˈvirē ˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




a flare fired into the air from a pistol for signaling or for temporary illumination.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Edward W. 
Very

 (1847–1910), American naval officer.





very low frequency






noun




the band of frequencies between 3 and 30 kilohertz.













Very pistol

 
/ˈverē ˌpistl ˈvirē ˌpistl/






noun




a handheld gun used for firing a Very light.













VESA






abbreviation




Video Electronics Standards Association, an organization that defines formats for displays and buses used in computers.













Vesak

 
/ˈvesak /

 
Wesak
 , Visākha





I.
 
noun




the most important Buddhist festival, commemorating the birth, enlightenment, and death of the Buddha, and celebrated at the full moon in the Indian month of Vaishaka (April–May).











– origin

 Sinhalese 
vesak

 , via Pali from Sanskrit 
vaiśākha

 , denoting the month April–May.





Vesalius, Andreas

 
/vəˈsālēəs/






(1514–64), Flemish anatomist; the founder of modern anatomy.









vesical

 
/ˈvesəkəl/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 of, relating to, or affecting the urinary bladder




•
 
vesical function




•
 
the vesical artery.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
vesica

 ‘bladder’ + -al
 .





vesicant

 
/ˈvesəkənt/





I.
 
adjective




tending to cause blistering.








II.
 
noun




an agent that causes blistering.











– origin

 late Middle English: from late Latin 
vesicant-

 ‘forming pustules,’ from the verb 
vesicare

 , from 
vesica

 ‘bladder.’






vesica piscis

 
/ˈvesikə ˈpis(k)is, ˈpīsis, vəˈsēkə, vəˈsīkə/





I.
 
noun




another term for mandorla
 .











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘fish's bladder.’





vesicate

 
/ˈvesəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 raise blisters on.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[chiefly Medicine]

 form blisters.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vesication

 
/ˌvesəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
vesicatory

 
/ˈvesəkəˌtôrē vəˈsikəˌtôrē /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
vesicat-

 ‘having pustules,’ from 
vesica

 ‘bladder.’





vesicle

 
/ˈvesək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fluid- or air-filled cavity or sac, in particular




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a small fluid-filled bladder, sac, cyst, or vacuole within the body.




3.
 


[Botany]

 an air-filled swelling in a plant, especially a seaweed.




4.
 


[Geology]

 a small cavity in volcanic rock, produced by gas bubbles in the molten lava.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 a small blister full of clear fluid.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vesicular

 
/vəˈsikyələr /






adjective













2.
 
vesiculated

 
/vəˈsikyəˌlātid /






adjective













3.
 
vesiculation

 
/vəˌsikyəˈlāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
vésicule

 or Latin 
vesicula

 , diminutive of 
vesica

 ‘bladder.’





vesicoureteric reflux

 
/ˌvesəkōˌyo͝orəˌterik ˈrēˌfləks/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 flow of urine from the bladder back into the ureters, arising from defective valves and causing a high risk of kidney infection.











– origin

 1960s: 
vesicoureteric

 from Latin 
vesica

 ‘bladder’ + 
ureteric

 (see ureter
 ).





vesiculate





I.
 
verb

 — 
/vəˈsikyəlit /



1.
 
make or become vesicular.








II.
 
adjective

 — 
/vəˈsikyəlit /



1.
 
containing or covered with vesicles or small cavities.













Vespasian

 
/vəˈspāZHən/






(
AD

 9–79), Roman emperor 69–79 and founder of the Flavian dynasty; Latin name 
Titus Flavius Vespasianus

 . His reign saw the restoration of financial and military order and the initiation of a public building program.










vesper

 
/ˈvespər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
evening prayer


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
vesper service.







See also vespers
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 evening.




3.
 
(
Vesper

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 Venus as the evening star.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vesper

 ‘evening (star),’ which is related to Greek 
hesperos

 ‘western; the evening star’ (see Hesperus
 .).





vesperal

 
/ˈvespərəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or pertaining to evening.




2.
 
of or pertaining to vespers.








II.
 
noun




a book containing the psalms, canticles, anthems and the like with their musical settings that are used at vespers.














vespers

 
/ˈvespərz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a service of evening prayer in the Divine Office of the Western Christian Church (sometimes said earlier in the day).




2.
 
a service of evening prayer in other churches.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Old French 
vespres

 ‘evensong,’ from Latin 
vesperas

 (accusative plural), on the pattern of 
matutinas

 ‘matins.’





vesper sparrow






noun




a small North American songbird related to the buntings, having streaked brown plumage and known for its evening song.

[
Pooecetes gramineus

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizidae

 ).]













vespertilionid

 
/ˌvespərˈtilēənid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a bat of a large family (
Vespertilionidae

 ) that includes most of the typical insectivorous bats of north temperate regions.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Vespertilionidae

 (plural), from Latin 
vespertilio

 ‘bat.’





vespertine

 
/ˈvespərtēn ˈvespərˌtīn/





I.
 
adjective






‹technical›

 
‹literary›

 relating to, occurring, or active in the evening.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vespertinus

 , from 
vesper

 ‘evening.’





vespiary

 
/ˈvespēˌerē/





I.
 
noun




a nest of wasps.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
vespa

 ‘wasp,’ on the pattern of 
apiary

 .





vespid

 
/ˈvespid/






noun




any wasp of the family 
Vespidae

 , including yellow jackets and hornets.













vespine

 
/ˈvespīn ˈvespən/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to wasps.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
vespa

 ‘wasp’ + -ine
 1
 .





Vespucci, Amerigo

 
/vesˈp(y)o͞oCHē/






(1451–1512), Italian merchant and explorer. He reached the coast of Venezuela on his first voyage 1499–1500 and explored the Brazilian coastline 1501–02. The Latin form of his first name is believed to have given rise to the name of America.









vessel

 
/ˈvesəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ship or large boat.




2.
 
a hollow container, especially one used to hold liquid, such as a bowl or cask.




3.
 
(chiefly in or alluding to biblical use) a person, especially regarded as holding or embodying a particular quality




•
 
giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel.










4.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 a duct or canal holding or conveying blood or other fluid.

See also blood vessel
 .




5.
 


[Botany]

 any of the tubular structures in the vascular system of a plant, serving to conduct water and mineral nutrients from the root.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
vessel(e

 ), from late Latin 
vascellum

 , diminutive of 
vas

 ‘vessel.’






vest

 
/vest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
(Austral.)

 a sleeveless, close-fitting waist-length garment worn over a shirt, typically having no collar and buttoning down the front




•
 
businessmen wear three-piece pin-striped suits with vests and neckties.










2.
 
a garment worn on the upper part of the body for a particular purpose or activity




•
 
a running vest




•
 
a bulletproof vest.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 an undershirt, typically one without sleeves.




4.
 
(also 
vest top

 )
 — a woman's sleeveless top.




•
 
she stepped out in a striped vest and skinny jeans with strappy black heels.




•
 
Kim looked chic in her pink jeans and white vest top.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be vested in

 )
 — confer or bestow (power, authority, property, etc.) on someone




•
 
executive power is vested in the president.










2.
 
(usu. 
be vested with

 )
 — give (someone) the legal right to power, property, etc.




•
 
he alone is vested with the authority to steer the country’s economy.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
vest in

 )
 — (of power, property, etc.) come into the possession of




•
 
the bankrupt's property vests in his trustee.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a chorister or member of the clergy) put on vestments.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 dress (someone)




•
 
the Speaker vested him with a rich purple robe.














III.
 
phrases





play (or keep) one's cards close to one's vest






see chest
 .















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): from Old French 
vestu

 ‘clothed,’ past participle of 
vestir

 , from Latin 
vestire

 ; the noun (early 17th cent., denoting a loose outer garment) from French 
veste

 , via Italian from Latin 
vestis

 ‘garment.’





vesta

 
/ˈvestə/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a short wooden or wax match.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of the goddess Vesta
 .






Vesta

 
/ˈvestə/





I.
 


[Roman Mythology]

 the goddess of the hearth and household. Her temple in Rome contained no image but a fire that was kept constantly burning and was tended by the Vestal Virgins.




II.
 


[Astronomy]

 an asteroid discovered in 1807. It is the brightest asteroid as well as the third largest, with a diameter of 311 miles (501 km).









vestal

 
/ˈvestl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the Roman goddess Vesta




•
 
a vestal temple.










2.
 


‹literary›

 chaste; pure.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a vestal virgin.




2.
 


‹literary›

 a chaste woman, especially a nun.













Vestal Virgin

 
/ˈvestl ˈvərjən /

 
vestal virgin






noun




(in ancient Rome) a virgin consecrated to Vesta and vowed to chastity, sharing the charge of maintaining the sacred fire burning on the goddess's altar.













vested

 
/ˈvestid/






adjective



1.
 
secured in the possession of or assigned to a person




•
 
a state law vested the ownership of all wild birds to the individual counties.










2.
 
protected or established by law or contract




•
 
parental rights are then vested by section 14 of the 1975 Act.










3.
 
(of a person) legally entitled to a future benefit, as from a pension




•
 
he was completely vested after five years with the company.










4.
 
supplied or worn with a vest.




5.
 
wearing vestments.













vested interest

 
/ˌvestəd ˈint(ə)rəst/






noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a personal stake or involvement in an undertaking or state of affairs, especially one with an expectation of financial gain




•
 
banks have 
a vested interest in

 the growth of their customers.










2.
 
a person or group having a personal stake or involvement




•
 
the problem is that the authorities are a vested interest.










3.
 


[Law]

 an interest (usually in land or money held in trust) recognized as belonging to a particular person.













vestee

 
/ˌveˈstē/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a vestlike piece of material showing at the neck of a woman's dress.













Vesterålen

 
/ˈvestəˌrōlən/






a group of islands in Norway, in the Norwegian Sea, north of the Arctic Circle.









vestiary

 
/ˈvestēˌerē/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 of or relating to clothes or dress.








II.
 
noun




a room or building in a monastery or other large establishment in which clothes are kept.











– origin

 Middle English (denoting a vestry): from Old French 
vestiarie

 , from Latin 
vestiarium

 (see vestry
 ).





vestibular

 
/vəˈstibyələr veˈstibyələr/






adjective






[chiefly Anatomy]

 of or relating to a vestibule, particularly that of the inner ear, or more generally to the sense of balance.













vestibule

 
/ˈvestəˌbyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an antechamber, hall, or lobby next to the outer door of a building.




2.
 
an enclosed entrance compartment in a railroad car.




3.
 


[Anatomy]

 a chamber or channel communicating with or opening into another, in particular




4.
 
the central cavity of the labyrinth of the inner ear.




5.
 
the part of the mouth outside the teeth.




6.
 
the space in the vulva into which both the urethra and vagina open.








II.
 
derivatives





vestibuled






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting the space in front of the main entrance of a Roman or Greek building): from French, or from Latin 
vestibulum

 ‘entrance court.’





vestibulocochlear nerve

 
/veˌstibyələˌkäklēər ˈnərv/






noun






[Anatomy]

 each of the eighth pair of cranial nerves, conveying sensory impulses from the organs of hearing and balance in the inner ear to the brain. The vestibulocochlear nerve on each side branches into the 
vestibular nerve

 and the 
cochlear nerve

 .













vestige

 
/ˈvestij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trace of something that is disappearing or no longer exists




•
 
the last 
vestiges of

 colonialism.










2.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — the smallest amount (used to emphasize the absence of something)




•
 
he waited patiently, but without 
a vestige of

 sympathy.










3.
 


[Biology]

 a part or organ of an organism that has become reduced or functionless in the course of evolution.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French, from Latin 
vestigium

 ‘footprint.’





vestigial

 
/veˈstij(ē)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
forming a very small remnant of something that was once much larger or more noticeable




•
 
he felt a vestigial flicker of anger from last night.










2.
 


[Biology]

 (of an organ or part of the body) degenerate, rudimentary, or atrophied, having become functionless in the course of evolution




•
 
the vestigial wings of kiwis are entirely hidden.














II.
 
derivatives





vestigially






adverb





















vestimentary

 
/ˌvestəˈmen(t)ərē/





I.
 
adjective






‹formal›

 of or relating to clothing or dress




•
 
lack of vestimentary rigor.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
vestimentum

 ‘clothing’ + -ary
 1
 .





vestimentiferan

 
/ˌvestəˌmenˈtifərən/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a very large marine worm that lives in upright tubes near hydrothermal vents, subsisting on the products of chemoautotrophic bacteria.

[Order 
Vestimentifera

 , phylum 
Pogonophora

 ; sometimes regarded as a separate phylum.]











– origin

 1980s: from modern Latin 
Vestimentifera

 (from Latin 
vestimentum

 ‘clothing’ + 
-fer

 ‘bearing’) + -an
 .





vesting

 
/ˈvestiNG/






noun



1.
 
the conveying to an employee of unconditional entitlement to a share in a pension fund.




2.
 
medium- to heavy-weight cloth with a decorated or raised pattern, used for vests and other garments.













vestiture

 
/ˈvestiCHər, -ˌCHo͝or/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 clothing.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: based on Latin 
vestire

 ‘clothe.’






Vestmannaeyjar

 
/ˌvestˌmänəˈāyär/






Icelandic name for Westmann Islands
 .









vestment

 
/ˈves(t)mənt/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
vestments

 )


1.
 
a chasuble or other robe worn by the clergy or choristers during services.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a garment, especially a ceremonial or official robe.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vestiment

 , from Latin 
vestimentum

 , from 
vestire

 ‘clothe’ (see vest
 ).





vest-pocket

 
/ˈvestˌpäkət/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 (especially of a reference book) small enough to fit into a pocket




•
 
a series of popular vest-pocket dictionaries.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 very small in size or scale




•
 
a vest-pocket park.




















vestry

 
/ˈvestrē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building attached to a church, used as an office and for changing into vestments.




2.
 
a meeting of parishioners, originally in a vestry, for the conduct of parochial business.




3.
 
a body of parishioners meeting in a vestry.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably from an Anglo-Norman French alteration of Old French 
vestiarie

 , from Latin 
vestiarium

 .





vestryman

 
/ˈvestrēmən/






noun




a member of a parochial vestry.













vesture

 
/ˈvesCHər/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 clothing; dress




•
 
a man garbed in ancient vesture.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, based on Latin 
vestire

 ‘clothe.’





vesuvianite

 
/vəˈso͞ovēəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




another term for idocrase
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Vesuvius
 + -an
 + -ite
 1
 .






Vesuvius

 
/vəˈso͞ovēəs/






an active volcano near Naples, in southern Italy, 4,190 feet (1,277 m) high. A violent eruption in 
AD

 79 buried the towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum.









vet1


 
/vet/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a veterinary surgeon.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a careful and critical examination of (something)




•
 
proposals for vetting large takeover bids.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 investigate (someone) thoroughly, especially in order to ensure that they are suitable for a job requiring secrecy, loyalty, or trustworthiness




•
 
each applicant will be vetted by police.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent: abbreviation of veterinary
 or veterinarian
 .





vet2


 
/vet/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a veteran.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





vetch

 
/veCH/





I.
 
noun




a widely distributed scrambling herbaceous plant of the pea family that is cultivated as a silage or fodder crop.

See also tare
 1
 . [Genus 
Vicia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, in particular the 
common

 or (
spring

 ) 
vetch

 (
V. sativa

 ) and 
purple vetch

 (
V. americana

 ).]











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
veche

 , from Latin 
vicia

 .





vetchling

 
/ˈveCHliNG/






noun




a widely distributed scrambling plant related to the vetches, typically having fewer leaflets.

[Genus 
Lathyrus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species, including 
L. palustris

 .]













veteran

 
/ˈvedərən ˈvetrən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has had long experience in a particular field.




2.
 
a person who has served in the military




•
 
a veteran of two world wars.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
vétéran

 or Latin 
veteranus

 , from 
vetus

 ‘old.’





Veterans Day






noun




a public holiday held on the anniversary of the end of World War I (November 11) to honor US veterans and victims of all wars. It replaced Armistice Day in 1954.














veterinarian

 
/ˌvedərəˈnerēən ˌvetrəˈnerēən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person qualified to treat diseased or injured animals.














veterinary

 
/ˈvet(ə)rəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to the diseases, injuries, and treatment of animals




•
 
veterinary medicine




•
 
a veterinary nurse.














II.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a veterinarian.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin 
veterinarius

 , from 
veterinae

 ‘cattle.’





veterinary surgeon






noun




British term for veterinarian
 .














vetiver

 
/ˈvedəvər /

 
vetivert





I.
 
noun




a fragrant extract or essential oil obtained from the root of an Indian grass, used in perfumery and aromatherapy.

[The grass is 
Vetiveria zizanioides

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French 
vétiver

 , from Tamil 
veṭṭivēr

 , from 
vēr

 ‘root.’





veto

 
/ˈvēdō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a constitutional right to reject a decision or proposal made by a law-making body




•
 
the legislature would have a veto over appointments to key posts.










2.
 
a rejection of a law.




3.
 
a prohibition




•
 
his veto on our drinking after the meal was annoying.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
exercise a veto against (a decision or proposal made by a law-making body)




•
 
the president vetoed the bill.










2.
 
refuse to accept or allow




•
 
the film star often has a right to veto the pictures used for publicity.














III.
 
derivatives





vetoer






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘I forbid,’ used by Roman tribunes of the people when opposing measures of the Senate.






vex

 
/veks/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (someone) feel annoyed, frustrated, or worried, especially with trivial matters




•
 
the memory of the conversation still vexed him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
vexing

 )
 
the most vexing questions for policymakers.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 cause distress to




•
 
thou shalt not vex a stranger.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vexer






noun













2.
 
vexingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
vexer

 , from Latin 
vexare

 ‘shake, disturb.’





vexation

 
/vekˈsāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being annoyed, frustrated, or worried




•
 
Jenny bit her lip in vexation.










2.
 
something that causes annoyance, frustration, or worry




•
 
the cares and vexations of life.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
vexatio(n-)

 , from 
vexare

 (see vex
 ).





vexatious

 
/vekˈsāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
causing or tending to cause annoyance, frustration, or worry




•
 
the vexatious questions posed by software copyrights.










2.
 


[Law]

 denoting an action or the bringer of an action that is brought without sufficient grounds for winning, purely to cause annoyance to the defendant.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vexatiously

 
/vekˈsāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
vexatiousness






noun





















vexed

 
/vekst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of a problem or issue) difficult and much debated; problematic




•
 
the 
vexed question

 of exactly how much money the government is going to spend.










2.
 
annoyed, frustrated, or worried




•
 
I'm very vexed with you!














II.
 
derivatives





vexedly

 
/ˈveksədlē /






adverb





















vexillology

 
/ˌveksəˈläləjē/





I.
 
noun




the study of flags.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vexillological

 
/-ləˈläjikəl /






adjective













2.
 
vexillologist

 
/-jist /






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
vexillum

 ‘flag’ + -logy
 .






vexillum

 
/vekˈsiləm/






noun



1.
 
a Roman military standard or banner, especially one of a maniple.

[Latin, from 
vehere

 ‘carry.’]




2.
 
a body of troops serving under one standard.




3.
 


[Botany]

 the standard of a papilionaceous flower.




4.
 


[Ornithology]

 the vane of a feather.













VF






abbreviation



1.
 
video frequency.




2.
 
visual field.













VFR






abbreviation




visual flight rules, used to regulate the flying and navigating of an aircraft under conditions of good visibility.













VG






abbreviation



1.
 
very good.




2.
 
vicar general.













VGA






abbreviation




video graphics array, a standard for defining color display screens for computers.













vgc






abbreviation




very good condition (used in advertisements).













VHF

 
/ˌvē ˌāCH ˈef/






abbreviation




very high frequency, denoting radio waves of a frequency of about 30–300 MHz and a wavelength of about 1–10 meters.













VHS






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 video home system, denoting the video system and tape used by domestic video recorders and some camcorders.













VHS-C






abbreviation






‹trademark›

 VHS compact, denoting a video system used by some camcorders, which records signals in VHS format on smaller videocassettes.













VI






abbreviation




Virgin Islands.













via

 
/ˈvīə ˈvēə/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
traveling through (a place) en route to a destination




•
 
they came to Europe via Turkey.










2.
 
by way of; through




•
 
they can see the artists' works via a camera hookup.










3.
 
by means of




•
 
a file sent via electronic mail.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Latin, ablative of 
via

 ‘way, road.’






Via Appia

 
/ˈvēə ˈapēə, ˈvīə/






Latin name for Appian Way
 .









viable

 
/ˈvīəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
capable of working successfully; feasible




•
 
the proposed investment was economically viable.










2.
 


[Botany]

 (of a seed or spore) able to germinate.




3.
 


[Biology]

 (of a plant, animal, or cell) capable of surviving or living successfully, especially under particular environmental conditions.




4.
 


[Medicine]

 (of a fetus or unborn child) able to live after birth.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viability

 
/ˌvīəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
viably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
vie

 ‘life,’ from Latin 
vita

 .





Via Crucis

 
/ˈvēə ˈkro͞oCHis/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for the way of the Cross
 (see way
 ).




2.
 
a lengthy and distressing or painful procedure




•
 
we embarked on a Via Crucis of tired comic formulae.

















– origin

 Latin.





via dolorosa

 
/ˈvēə ˌdäləˈrōsə, ˌdōlə-/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Via Dolorosa

 )


1.
 
the route believed to have been taken by Jesus through Jerusalem to Calvary.




2.
 
a distressing or painful journey or process




•
 
he commenced a via dolorosa to the coast.

















– origin

 Latin, literally ‘painful path.’





viaduct

 
/ˈvīəˌdəkt/





I.
 
noun




a long bridgelike structure, typically a series of arches, carrying a road or railroad across a valley or other low ground.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
via

 ‘way,’ on the pattern of 
aqueduct

 .






Viagra

 
/vīˈaɡrə/





I.
 
noun




trademark for sildenafil citrate
 .











– origin

 1990s: probably suggested by words such as 
virile

 and 
virility

 .






vial

 
/ˈvī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a small container, typically cylindrical and made of glass, used especially for holding liquid medicines.











– origin

 Middle English: alteration of phial
 .





via media

 
/ˈvēə ˈmādēə, ˈvīə ˈmēdēə/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 a middle way or compromise between extremes




•
 
the settlement is a via media between Catholicism and Protestantism.

















– origin

 Latin.





viand

 
/ˈvīənd/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
viands

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 an item of food




•
 
an unlimited assortment of viands.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
viande

 ‘food,’ from an alteration of Latin 
vivenda

 , neuter plural gerundive of 
vivere

 ‘to live.’





via negativa

 
/ˈvēə ˌneɡəˈtēvə, ˈvīə/





I.
 
noun






[Theology]

 a way of describing something by saying what it is not, especially denying that any finite concept of attribute can be identified with or used of God or ultimate reality.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘negative path.’






viatical settlement

 
/vīˈatikəl, vē-/





I.
 
noun




an arrangement whereby a person with a terminal illness sells their life insurance policy to a third party for less than its mature value, in order to benefit from the proceeds while alive.











– origin

 1990s: 
viatical

 from Latin 
viaticus

 ‘relating to a journey or departing’ + -al
 .





viaticum

 
/vīˈadəkəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the Eucharist as given to a person near or in danger of death.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a supply of provisions or an official allowance of money for a journey.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, neuter of 
viaticus

 , from 
via

 ‘road.’





vibe

 
/vīb/






noun



1.
 
(usu. 
vibes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's emotional state or the atmosphere of a place as communicated to and felt by others




•
 
a lot of moody people giving off 
bad vibes

 .







[abbreviation of 
vibrations

 .]




2.
 
(
vibes

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 another term for vibraphone
 .













vibist

 
/ˈvībist/






noun




a musician who plays the vibraphone.














vibraculum

 
/vīˈbrakyələm/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 (in some bryozoans) any of a number of modified zooids that bear a long whiplike seta, serving to prevent other organisms from settling on the colony.

Compare with avicularium
 .








II.
 
derivatives





vibracular

 
/-lər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
vibrare

 (see vibrate
 ).





vibraharp

 
/ˈvībrəˌhärp/






noun




another term for vibraphone
 .













vibrant

 
/ˈvībrənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
full of energy and enthusiasm




•
 
a vibrant cosmopolitan city.










2.
 
quivering; pulsating




•
 
Rose was 
vibrant with

 anger.










3.
 
(of color) bright and striking.




4.
 
(of sound) strong or resonating




•
 
a vibrant male voice.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vibrancy

 
/ˈvībrənsē /






noun













2.
 
vibrantly

 
/ˈvībrən(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘moving rapidly, vibrating’): from Latin 
vibrant-

 ‘shaking to and fro,’ from the verb 
vibrare

 (see vibrate
 ).






vibraphone

 
/ˈvībrəˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a musical percussion instrument with a double row of tuned metal bars, each above a tubular resonator containing a motor-driven rotating vane, giving a vibrato effect.








II.
 
derivatives





vibraphonist

 
/-ˌfōnist /






noun



















– origin

 1920s: from vibrato
 + -phone
 .






vibrate

 
/ˈvīˌbrāt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move continuously and rapidly to and fro


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the cabin started to vibrate




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the bumblebee vibrated its wings for a few seconds.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
vibrate with

 )
 — quiver with (a quality or emotion)




•
 
his voice vibrated with terror.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a sound) resonate; continue to be heard




•
 
a low rumbling sound that began to vibrate through the car.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a pendulum) swing to and fro.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘give out (light or sound) as if by vibration’): from Latin 
vibrat-

 ‘moved to and fro,’ from the verb 
vibrare

 .





vibratile

 
/ˈvībrədl ˈvībrəˌtīl/





I.
 
adjective






[Biology]

 (of cilia, flagella, or other small appendages) capable of or characterized by oscillatory motion.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: alteration of vibratory
 , on the pattern of words such as 
pulsatile

 .





vibration

 
/vīˈbrāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an instance of vibrating




•
 
powerful vibrations from an earthquake




•
 
the big-capacity engine generated less vibration.










2.
 


[Physics]

 an oscillation of the parts of a fluid or an elastic solid whose equilibrium has been disturbed, or of an electromagnetic wave.




3.
 
(
vibrations

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person's emotional state, the atmosphere of a place, or the associations of an object, as communicated to and felt by others.








II.
 
derivatives





vibrational

 
/vīˈbrāSH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vibratio(n-)

 , from the verb 
vibrare

 (see vibrate
 ).





vibration white finger






noun




Raynaud's disease, when caused by exposure to chronic vibration.














vibrato

 
/vəˈbrädō/





I.
 
noun






[Music]

 a rapid, slight variation in pitch in singing or playing some musical instruments, producing a stronger or richer tone.

Compare with tremolo
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Italian, past participle of 
vibrare

 ‘vibrate.’





vibrator

 
/ˈvīˌbrādər/






noun



1.
 
a device that vibrates or causes vibration, in particular




2.
 
a device used for massage or sexual stimulation.




3.
 


[Music]

 a reed in a reed organ.














vibratory

 
/ˈvībrəˌtôrē/






adjective




of, relating to, or causing vibration.














vibrio

 
/ˈvibrēˌō/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a waterborne bacterium of a group that includes some pathogenic kinds that cause cholera, gastroenteritis, and septicemia.

[
Vibrio

 and related genera; motile Gram-negative bacteria occurring as curved flagellated rods.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
vibrare

 ‘vibrate.’





vibrissa

 
/vīˈbrisə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 any of the long stiff hairs growing around the mouth or elsewhere on the face of many mammals, used as organs of touch; whiskers.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Ornithology]

 each of the coarse bristlelike feathers growing around the gape of certain insectivorous birds that catch insects in flight.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘nostril hair.’





vibrotactile

 
/ˌvībrəˈtaktl, -ˌtīl/






adjective




relating to or involving the perception of vibration through touch.













viburnum

 
/vīˈbərnəm/





I.
 
noun




a shrub or small tree of temperate and warm regions, typically bearing flat or rounded clusters of small white flowers.

[Genus 
Viburnum

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 : many species and ornamental hybrids, including the guelder rose and wayfaring tree.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, ‘wayfaring tree.’





Vic.






abbreviation




Victoria.














vicar

 
/ˈvikər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a representative or deputy of a bishop.




2.
 
(in the Episcopal Church) a member of the clergy in charge of a chapel.




3.
 
(in the Church of England) an incumbent of a parish where tithes formerly passed to a chapter or religious house or layman.




4.
 
(in other Anglican Churches) a member of the clergy deputizing for another.




5.
 
a cleric or choir member appointed to sing certain parts of a cathedral service.








II.
 
derivatives





vicarship

 
/ˈvikərˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Anglo-Norman French from Old French 
vicaire

 , from Latin 
vicarius

 ‘substitute,’ from 
vic-

 ‘change, turn, place’ (compare with vice
 2
 ).





vicarage

 
/ˈvikərij/






noun



1.
 
the residence of a vicar.




2.
 


‹historical›

 the benefice or living of a vicar.













vicar apostolic

 
/ˈvikər ˈˌapəˈstälik/






noun



1.
 
a Roman Catholic missionary.




2.
 
a titular bishop.













vicar general

 
/ˈvikər ˈjen(ə)rəl/






noun



1.
 
an Anglican official serving as a deputy or assistant to a bishop or archbishop.




2.
 
(in the Roman Catholic Church) a bishop's representative in matters of jurisdiction or administration.













vicarial

 
/vīˈkerēəl vəˈkerēəl/






adjective






‹archaic›

 of, relating to, or serving as a vicar.













vicariance

 
/vīˈke(ə)rēəns, vi-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 the geographical separation of a population, typically by a physical barrier such as a mountain range or river, resulting in a pair of closely related species.











– origin

 1950s: from Latin 
vicarius

 ‘substitute’ + -ance
 .





vicariate

 
/vīˈkerēət vəˈkerēət vīˈkerēˌāt vəˈkerēˌāt/






noun



1.
 
the office or authority of a vicar.




2.
 
a church or parish ministered to by a vicar.













vicarious

 
/vəˈkerēəs vīˈkerēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
experienced in the imagination through the feelings or actions of another person




•
 
I could glean vicarious pleasure from the struggles of my imaginary film friends.










2.
 
acting or done for another




•
 
a vicarious atonement.










3.
 


[Physiology]

 of or pertaining to the performance by one organ of the functions normally discharged by another.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vicariously

 
/vəˈkerēəslē vīˈkerēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
vicariousness

 
/vəˈkerēəsnəs vīˈkerēəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vicarius

 ‘substitute’ (see vicar
 ) + -ous
 .





Vicar of Christ

 
/ˈvikər əv ə krīst/






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a title of the pope.














vice1


 
/vīs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
immoral or wicked behavior.




2.
 
criminal activities involving prostitution, pornography, or drugs.




3.
 
an immoral or wicked personal characteristic.




4.
 
a weakness of character or behavior; a bad habit




•
 
cigars happen to be my father's vice.














II.
 
derivatives





viceless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
vitium

 .






vice2


 
/vīs ˈvīsē ˈvīsə/





I.
 
preposition




as a substitute for




•
 
the letter was drafted by David Hunt, vice Bevin who was ill.

















– origin

 Latin, ablative of 
vic-

 ‘change.’





vice3


 
/vīs/






noun




British spelling of vise
 .














vice-

 
/vīs/





I.
 
combining form




acting as deputy or substitute for; next in rank




•
 
vice-consul




•
 
vice regent.

















– origin

 from Latin 
vice

 ‘in place of’ (compare with vice
 2
 ).






vice admiral

 
/ˌvīs ˈadmərəl/






noun




a naval officer of very high rank, in particular an officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard ranking above rear admiral and below admiral.













vice chancellor

 
/ˌvīs ˈCHans(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a deputy chancellor, especially one of a British university who discharges most of its administrative duties.




2.
 


[Law]

 a judge appointed to assist a chancellor, especially in chancery court or court of equity.













vicegerent

 
/ˌvīsˈjirənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹formal›

 a person exercising delegated power on behalf of a sovereign or ruler.




2.
 


‹formal›

 a person regarded as an earthly representative of God or a god, especially the pope.








II.
 
derivatives





vicegerency

 
/ˌvīsˈjirənsē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin 
vicegerent-

 ‘(person) holding office,’ from Latin 
vic-

 ‘office, place, turn’ + 
gerere

 ‘carry on, hold.’





Vicente, Gil

 
/vēˈsentā/






(
c.

 1465–
c.

 1536), Portuguese playwright and poet.









Vicenza

 
/vēˈCHentsə/






a city in northeastern Italy; pop. 115,012 (2008).









vice president

 
/ˌvīs ˈprezədənt/





I.
 
noun




an official or executive ranking below and deputizing for a president.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vice presidency

 
/ˌvīs ˈprezəd(ə)nsē /






noun













2.
 
vice-presidential

 
/ˌvīsˈprezəˌden(t)SH(ə)l /






adjective





















viceregal

 
/ˌvīsˈrēɡ(ə)l/






adjective




of or relating to a viceroy.













vicereine

 
/ˈvīsrān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the wife of a viceroy.




2.
 
a female viceroy.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from 
vice-

 ‘in place of’ + 
reine

 ‘queen.’





vice-ridden

 
/ˈvīsˌridn/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) having a high incidence of activity involving prostitution, pornography, or drugs




•
 
a vice-ridden hub for violent suburban youths.










2.
 
(of a person) engaging in immoral or dissolute behavior




•
 
the present generation of college students is more studious and less vice-ridden.



















viceroy

 
/ˈvīsˌroi/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ruler exercising authority in a colony on behalf of a sovereign.




2.
 
a migratory orange and black butterfly that closely resembles the monarch but is typically somewhat smaller. The caterpillar feeds on willow leaves, and the adult mimics the unpalatable monarch.

[
Limenitis archippus

 , subfamily 
Limenitidinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viceroyal

 
/ˌvīsˈroi-əl /






adjective













2.
 
viceroyship

 
/ˈvīsˌroiˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from archaic French, from 
vice-

 ‘in place of’ + 
roi

 ‘king.’





viceroyalty

 
/vīsˈroiəltē /

 
Viceroyalty






noun



1.
 
the office, position, or authority of a viceroy.




2.
 
a territory governed by a viceroy.













vice squad

 
/ˈvīs ˌskwäd/






noun




a department or division of a police force that enforces laws against prostitution, drug abuse, illegal gambling, etc.













vice versa

 
/ˌvīs(ə) ˈvərsə/





I.
 
adverb




with the main items in the preceding statement the other way around




•
 
science must be at the service of man, and not vice versa.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘in-turned position.’






Vichy

 
/ˈvēSHē, ˈviSHē/






a town in south central France; pop. 26,555 (2006). A noted spa town, it is the source of an effervescent mineral water. During World War II, it was the headquarters of the regime set up after the German occupation of northern France to administer unoccupied France and the colonies. Never recognized by the Allies, the regime functioned as a puppet government for the Nazis.









vichyssoise

 
/ˌvēSHēˈswäz/





I.
 
noun




a soup made with potatoes, leeks, and cream and typically served chilled.











– origin

 French (feminine), ‘of 
Vichy

 ’ (see Vichy
 ).





vicinage

 
/ˈvisənij/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for vicinity
 .











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vis(e)nage

 , from an alteration of Latin 
vicinus

 ‘neighbor.’





vicinal

 
/ˈvisənl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹rare›

 neighboring; adjacent.




2.
 


‹rare›

 
[Chemistry]

 relating to or denoting substituents attached to adjacent atoms in a ring or chain.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
vicinalis

 , from 
vicinus

 ‘neighbor.’






vicinity

 
/vəˈsinədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the area near or surrounding a particular place




•
 
the number of people living in the immediate vicinity was small.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 proximity in space or relationship




•
 
the abundance and vicinity of country seats.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘proximity’): from Latin 
vicinitas

 , from 
vicinus

 ‘neighbor.’





vicious

 
/ˈviSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deliberately cruel or violent




•
 
a vicious assault.










2.
 
(of an animal) wild and dangerous to people.




3.
 
serious or dangerous




•
 
a vicious flu bug.










4.
 


‹literary›

 immoral




•
 
every soul on earth, virtuous or vicious, shall perish.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 (of language or a line of reasoning) imperfect; defective.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viciously

 
/ˈviSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
viciousness

 
/ˈviSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘characterized by immorality’): from Old French 
vicious

 or Latin 
vitiosus

 , from 
vitium

 ‘vice.’





vicious circle

 
/ˈviSHəs ˈsərkəl /

 
vicious cycle






noun



1.
 
a sequence of reciprocal cause and effect in which two or more elements intensify and aggravate each other, leading inexorably to a worsening of the situation.




2.
 


[Logic]

 a definition or statement that begs the question.













vicissitude

 
/vəˈsisəˌt(y)o͞od/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
vicissitudes

 )


1.
 
a change of circumstances or fortune, typically one that is unwelcome or unpleasant




•
 
her husband's sharp vicissitudes of fortune.










2.
 


‹literary›

 alternation between opposite or contrasting things




•
 
the vicissitude of the seasons.














II.
 
derivatives





vicissitudinous

 
/vəˈsisəˌt(y)o͞odnəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘alternation’): from French, or from Latin 
vicissitudo

 , from 
vicissim

 ‘by turns,’ from 
vic-

 ‘turn, change.’





Vicksburg

 
/ˈviksbərɡ/






a city on the Mississippi River, in western Mississippi; pop. 24,974 (est. 2008). In 1863, during the Civil War, it was successfully besieged by Union forces. The last Confederate outpost on the river, its loss effectively split the secessionist states in half.









Vicodin

 
/ˈvīkəˌdin/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an analgesic drug containing acetaminophen and hydrocodone (an opioid resembling codeine), also used as a recreational drug.











– origin

 1970s: from 
Vi-

 (of unknown origin) + 
cod-

 (in codeine
 ) + -in
 1
 .





vicomte

 
/vēˈkônt/





I.
 
noun




a French nobleman corresponding in rank to a viscount.











– origin

 French.





vicomtesse

 
/ˌvēkômˈtes/





I.
 
noun




a French noblewoman corresponding in rank to a viscountess.











– origin

 French.






victim

 
/ˈviktəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person harmed, injured, or killed as a result of a crime, accident, or other event or action.




2.
 
a person who is tricked or duped




•
 
the victim of a hoax.










3.
 
a living creature killed as a religious sacrifice.








II.
 
phrases





fall victim to






be hurt, killed, damaged, or destroyed by




•
 
many streams have fallen victim to the recent drought.





















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a creature killed as a religious sacrifice): from Latin 
victima

 .





victimize

 
/ˈviktəˌmīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
single (someone) out for cruel or unjust treatment




•
 
scam artists who victimize senior citizens.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
victimization

 
/ˌviktəməˈzāSHən ˌviktəˌmīˈzāSHən /






noun













2.
 
victimizer






noun





















victimless

 
/ˈviktəmləs/






adjective




denoting a crime in which there is no injured party.













victimless crime






noun




a legal offense to which all parties consent and no party is injured




•
 
software piracy is far from a victimless crime.



















victimology

 
/ˌviktəˈmäləjē/






noun



1.
 
the study of the victims of crime and the psychological effects on them of their experience.




2.
 
the possession of an outlook, arising from real or imagined victimization, that seems to glorify and indulge the state of being a victim.













victor

 
/ˈviktər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who defeats an enemy or opponent in a battle, game, or other competition.




2.
 
a code word representing the letter V, used in radio communication.











– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
victo(u)r

 or Latin 
victor

 , from 
vincere

 ‘conquer.’





Victor Emmanuel II

 
/ˌviktər iˌmanyəwəl T͟Həˈsekənd/






(1820–78), ruler of the kingdom of Sardinia 1849–61 and first king of united Italy 1861–78. He hastened the drive toward Italian unification by appointing Cavour as premier of Piedmont in 1852. He added Venetia to the kingdom in 1866 and Rome in 1870.









Victor Emmanuel III






(1869–1947), last king of Italy 1900–46. He invited Mussolini to form a government in 1922 and lost all political power. After the loss of Sicily to the Allies in 1943, he acted to dismiss Mussolini and conclude an armistice.









victoria

 
/vikˈtôrēə/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a light four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage with a collapsible hood, seats for two passengers, and an elevated driver's seat in front.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Queen 
Victoria

 (see Victoria
 2
 ).





Victoria1


 
/vikˈtôrēə/





I.
 
a state in southeastern Australia; pop. 5,313,823 (2008); capital, Melbourne.




II.
 
a port at the southern tip of Vancouver Island, capital of British Columbia; pop. 78,057 (2006).




III.
 
the capital of the Seychelles, a port on the island of Mahé; pop. 26,000 (est. 2007).




IV.
 
the administrative center of Hong Kong; pop. 981,700 (2006).




V.
 
a city in southern Texas; pop. 62,558 (est. 2008).










Victoria2


 
/vikˈtôrēə/






(1819–1901), queen of Great Britain and Ireland 1837–1901 and empress of India 1876–1901. She took an active interest in the policies of her ministers, but largely retired from public life after Prince Albert's death in 1861. Her reign was the longest in British history.










Victoria, Lake






the largest lake in Africa, in Uganda and Tanzania and bordering on Kenya, drained by the Nile River.

Also called Victoria Nyanza
 .









Victoria Cross

 
/vikˈtôːrēəˈkrôːs /

 
VC






noun




a decoration awarded for conspicuous bravery in the British Commonwealth armed services, instituted by Queen Victoria in 1856.













Victoria Day






noun




(in Canada) the Monday preceding May 24, observed as a national holiday to commemorate the birthday of Queen Victoria.














Victoria de Durango

 
/vikˈtôrēə dā do͞oˈräNGɡō, d(y)o͝oˈraNG-/






full name for Durango
 .









Victoria Falls

 
/vikˌtôrēə ˈfôlz/






a waterfall 355 feet (109 m) high, on the Zambezi River, on the Zimbabwe–Zambia border. Its native (Kalolo-Lozi) name is 
Mosi-oa-tunya

 (“the smoke that thunders”).









Victoria Island






an island in Canada, in the Arctic archipelago, in the Northwest Territories.









Victoria lily






noun




a tropical South American water lily that has gigantic floating leaves with raised sides.

[Genus 
Victoria

 , family 
Nymphaeaceae

 : two species.]













Victorian

 
/vikˈtôrēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the reign of Queen Victoria




•
 
a Victorian house.










2.
 
of or relating to the attitudes and values of the Victorian period, regarded as characterized especially by prudishness and a high moral tone.








II.
 
noun




a person who lived during the Victorian period.








III.
 
derivatives





Victorianism

 
/vikˈtôrēəˌnizəm /






noun





















Victoriana

 
/vikˌtôrēˈänə/






plural noun



1.
 
articles, especially collectors' items, from the Victorian period.




2.
 
matters or attitudes relating to or characteristic of this period.














Victoria Nile






the upper part of the White Nile River, between lakes Victoria and Albert.










Victoria Nyanza

 
/nēˈanzə, nī-, ˈnyänzə/






another name for Lake Victoria (see Victoria, Lake
 ).









Victoria Peak






a mountain on Hong Kong Island that rises to 1,818 ft. (554 m.).









victorious

 
/vikˈtôrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having won a victory; triumphant




•
 
a victorious army




•
 
the team defied the odds and emerged victorious.










2.
 
of or characterized by victory




•
 
he'd participated in the victorious campaigns of the Franco-Prussian War.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
victoriously

 
/vikˈtôrēəslē /






adverb













2.
 
victoriousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
victorious

 , from Latin 
victoriosus

 , from 
victoria

 (see victory
 ).





Victorville

 
/ˈviktərˌvil/






an industrial and residential city in southern California, northeast of Los Angeles; pop. 110,318 (est. 2008).










victory

 
/ˈvikt(ə)rē/





I.
 
noun




an act of defeating an enemy or opponent in a battle, game, or other competition




•
 
an election victory




•
 
they won their heat and went on to victory in the final




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a victory celebration.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
victorie

 , from Latin 
victoria

 .





victory bond






noun




a bond issued by a government during or immediately after a major war.













victory garden






noun




a vegetable garden, especially a home garden, planted to increase food production during a war.













victory lap






noun




a celebratory circuit of a sports field, track, or court by the person or team that has won a contest.













victory roll






noun




a roll performed by an aircraft as a sign of triumph, typically after a successful mission.













victory sign






noun




a signal of triumph or celebration made by holding up the hand with the palm outward and the first two fingers spread apart to represent the letter V.














victual

 
/ˈvidl /

 

‹dated›






I.
 
noun

 — (
victuals

 )


1.
 
food or provisions, typically as prepared for consumption.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with food or other stores




•
 
the ship wasn't even properly victualed.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 obtain or lay in food or other stores




•
 
a voyage of such length, that no ship could victual for.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 eat




•
 
victual with me next Saturday.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vitaille

 , from late Latin 
victualia

 , neuter plural of Latin 
victualis

 , from 
victus

 ‘food’; related to 
vivere

 ‘to live.’ The pronunciation still represents the early spelling 
vittel

 ; later spelling has been influenced by the Latin form.





victualer

 
/ˈvid(ə)lər /

 


‹Brit.›

 victualler





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a person providing or selling food or other provisions.




2.
 
a ship providing supplies for troops or other ships.




3.
 
(also 
licensed victualer

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 a person who is licensed to sell alcoholic liquor.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
vitaill(i)er

 , from 
vitaille

 (see victual
 ).





vicuña

 
/viˈko͞onyə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild relative of the llama, inhabiting mountainous regions of South America and valued for its fine silky wool.

[
Vicugna vicugna

 , family 
Camelidae

 .]




2.
 
cloth made from vicuña wool or an imitation of it.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Spanish, from Quechua.





vid

 
/vid/






noun






‹informal›

 short for video
 .













Vidal, Gore

 
/viˈdäl/






(1925–2012), US novelist, playwright, and essayist; born 
Eugene Luther Vidal

 . His novels include satirical comedies such as 
Myra Breckenridge

 (1968) and historical fiction such as 
Lincoln

 (1984).









vide

 
/ˈvēdē ˈvēdā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
see; consult (used as an instruction in a text to refer the reader to a specified passage, book, author, etc., for fuller or further information)




•
 
vide the comments cited in Schlosser.

















– origin

 Latin, ‘see!,’ imperative of 
videre

 .






videlicet

 
/vəˈdeləset vəˈdeləsət vəˈdāləˌket/





I.
 
adverb




more formal term for viz.












– origin

 Latin, from 
videre

 ‘to see’ + 
licet

 ‘it is permissible.’






video

 
/ˈvidēō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the recording, reproducing, or broadcasting of moving visual images.




2.
 
a recording of moving visual images made digitally or on videotape.




•
 
they sat down to watch a video.




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a site on which people can post their own video clips.










3.
 
a short movie made by a pop or rock group to accompany a song.




4.
 
a videocassette




•
 
a blank video




•
 
the film will soon be released 
on video

 .










5.
 


(Brit.)

 a videocassette recorder.








II.
 
verb




record on videotape




•
 
he declined an invitation to be videoed.

















– origin

 1930s: from Latin 
videre

 ‘to see,’ on the pattern of 
audio

 .






video arcade






noun




an indoor area containing coin-operated video games.













video camera

 
/ˈvidēˌō ˈkam(ə)rə/






noun




a camera for recording images on videotape or for transmitting them to a monitor screen.













video card

 
/ˈvidēˌō ˌkärd/






noun






[Computing]

 a printed circuit board controlling output to a display screen.













videocassette

 
/ˌvidēōkəˈset/






noun




a cassette of videotape.













videocassette recorder

 
/ˌvidēōkəˈset rəˈkôrdər rēˈkôrdər /

 
VCR






noun




a device that, when linked to a television set, can be used for recording on and playing videotapes.














videocast

 
/ˈvidiōˌkast/





I.
 
noun




a podcast with video content




•
 
our site has loads of extra features, from photo galleries to videocasts.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make available as a videocast




•
 
the ceremonies were videocast live on the Internet.



















video chat





I.
 
noun




a face-to-face conversation held over the Internet by means of webcams and dedicated software




•
 
both sons are now in China, and she often has video chats with them when she is in New York.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in a video chat




•
 
I video-chat with my parents in Hawaii about once a week.



















videoconference

 
/ˈvidēōˌkänfərəns/





I.
 
noun




a conference in which participants in different locations are able to communicate with each other in sound and vision.








II.
 
derivatives





videoconferencing

 
/ˈvidēōˌkänf(ə)rənsiNG /






noun





















video diary






noun




a series of video recordings made by an individual over a period of time, focusing on their experiences, thoughts, and feelings.













videodisc

 
/ˈvidēōˌdisk /

 
videodisk






noun




a CD-ROM or other disk used to store visual images and sound.













video display terminal

 
VDT






noun






[Computing]

 a device for displaying input signals as characters on a screen, typically a monitor.













video drama






noun




another term for teleplay
 .













video game

 
/ˈvidēō ˌɡām/






noun




a game played by electronically manipulating images produced by a computer program on a television screen or other display screen.













videographics

 
/ˈvidēōˌɡrafiks/






plural noun



1.
 
visual images produced using computer technology.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — the manipulation of video images using a computer.













videography

 
/ˌvidēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the process or art of making video films.








II.
 
derivatives





videographer

 
/-fər /






noun





















video jockey






noun




a person who introduces and plays music videos for a broadcast, party, or other entertainment.













video link






noun




an electronic facility that enables audiovisual communication between people in different locations.




•
 
she testified at the trial via a video link.




















video mail






noun




an email message with a video clip attached.













video-on-demand

 
/ˌvidēˌōändəˈmand/






noun




a system in which viewers choose their own filmed entertainment, by means of a PC or interactive TV system, from a wide selection.













videophile

 
/ˈvidēəˌfīl/






noun




an enthusiast for or devotee of video recordings or video technology.













videophone

 
/ˈvidēōˌfōn/






noun




a telephone device transmitting and receiving a visual image as well as sound.














video pill






noun




a capsule containing a tiny camera that, when swallowed, transmits photographs of the stomach and intestines to a recording device




•
 
video pills can be used to diagnose ulcers.







Also called capsule endoscope
 .













videoplay

 
/ˈvidēōˌplā/






noun




another term for teleplay
 .














video recorder

 
/ˈvidēˌō rəˈkôrdər rēˈkôrdər/





I.
 
noun




a device that, when linked to a television set, can be used for recording on and playing videotapes.








II.
 
derivatives





video recording






noun





















videoscope

 
/ˈvidēəˌskōp/






noun




a fiber-optic rod attached to a camera that transmits images from within the body to a television monitor, used in diagnosis and surgery.













videosurgery

 
/ˈvidēōˌsərjərē/






noun




a minimally invasive approach to surgery using from one to five small incisions through which specially designed instruments are inserted into the body. One of these is a tiny fiber-optic rod attached to a camera, enabling the surgeon to see what is happening inside the body on a television monitor.













videotape

 
/ˈvidēōˌtāp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
magnetic tape for recording and reproducing visual images and sound.




2.
 
a videocassette.




3.
 
a film or other piece of material recorded on videotape.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a video recording of (an event or broadcast)




•
 
his arrest was videotaped.



















videotape recorder






noun




another term for video recorder
 .













videotex

 
/ˈvidēōˌteks /

 
videotext





I.
 
noun




an electronic information system such as teletext or viewdata.











– origin

 1970s: from video
 + text
 .





vidicon

 
/ˈvidəˌkän/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a small television camera tube in which the image is formed on a transparent electrode coated with photoconductive material, the current from which varies as it is scanned by a beam of low-speed electrons.











– origin

 1950s: from the initial elements of video
 and 
iconoscope

 (an early television camera tube).





vidiot

 
/ˈvidēət/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a habitual, undiscriminating watcher of television or videotapes.











– origin

 1960s: blend of video
 and idiot
 .






vie

 
/vī/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
compete eagerly with someone in order to do or achieve something




•
 
rival mobs 
vying for

 control of the liquor business.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: probably a shortening of obsolete 
envy

 , via Old French from Latin 
invitare

 ‘challenge.’





vie de Bohème

 
/ˌvē də bōˈem/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
la vie de Bohème

 )


1.
 
an unconventional or informal way of life, especially as practiced by an artist or writer.











– origin

 French, literally ‘bohemian's life.’






Vienna

 
/vēˈenə/





I.
 
the capital of Austria, in the northeastern part of the country on the Danube River; pop. 1,661,206 (2006). From 1278 to 1918 it was the seat of the Habsburgs and has long been a center of the arts, especially music. Mozart, Beethoven, and the Strauss family were among the composers who lived and worked there.

German name Wien
 .




II.
 
derivatives





Viennese

 
/ˌvēəˈnēz /






adjective, noun





















Vienna, Congress of






an international conference held 1814–15 to agree upon the settlement of Europe after the Napoleonic Wars. The guiding principle of the settlement was the restoration and strengthening of hereditary and sometimes despotic rulers; the result was a political stability that lasted for three or four decades.









Vienna Circle






a group of empiricist philosophers, scientists, and mathematicians active in Vienna from the 1920s until 1938, including Rudolf Carnap and Kurt Gödel. Their work laid the foundations of logical positivism.









Vienna sausage






noun




a small frankfurter made of pork, beef, or veal.













Vienna Secession






noun




see Sezession
 .













Viennese waltz






noun




a waltz characterized by a slight anticipation of the second beat of the bar and having a romantic quality.













Vientiane

 
/vyenˈtyän viˌentiˈän/






the capital and chief port of Laos, on the Mekong River; pop. 231,700 (est. 2009).










Vierwaldstättersee

 
/firˈvältˌSHtedərˌzā/






German name for Lake Lucerne (see Lucerne, Lake
 ).









Vietcong

 
/ˌvyetˈkôNG /

 
Viet Cong





I.
 
noun




a member of the communist guerrilla movement in Vietnam that fought the South Vietnamese government forces 1954–75 with the support of the North Vietnamese army and opposed the South Vietnamese and US forces in the Vietnam War.











– origin

 Vietnamese, literally ‘Vietnamese Communist.’





Vietminh

 
/vēˌetˈmin, ˌvyet-, ˌvēət-/





I.
 
noun




a member of a communist-dominated nationalist movement, formed in 1941, that fought for Vietnamese independence from French rule. Members of the Vietminh later joined with the Vietcong.











– origin

 from Vietnamese 
Viet

 -Nam Dôc-Lâp Dông-
Minh

 ‘Vietnamese Independence League.’






Vietnam

 
/vēˌetˈnäm vēˌetˈnam/





I.
 
a country in Southeast Asia, on the South China Sea; pop. 88,576,800 (est. 2009); capital, Hanoi; language, Vietnamese (official).





Traditionally dominated by China, Vietnam came under French influence between 1862 and 1954. After World War II, the Vietminh defeated the French, who then withdrew. Vietnam was partitioned along the 17th parallel between communist North Vietnam (capital, Hanoi) and noncommunist South Vietnam (capital, Saigon). The Vietnam War between the North and the US-backed South ended in victory for the North in 1975 and the reunification of the country under a communist regime the following year. / 
– origin

 from Vietnamese 
Viet

 , the name of the inhabitants, + 
nam

 ‘south.’





Vietnamese

 
/vēˌetnəˈmēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of Vietnam, or a person of Vietnamese descent.




2.
 
the language of Vietnam, which is probably a Mon-Khmer language although much of its vocabulary is derived from Chinese.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Vietnam, its people, or their language.













Vietnamization

 
/vēˌetnəməˈzāSHən, ˌvyet-, ˌvēət-/






noun




(in the Vietnam War) the US policy of withdrawing its troops and transferring the responsibility and direction of the war effort to the government of South Vietnam.














Vietnam War





I.
 
a war between communist North Vietnam and US-backed South Vietnam.





After the partition of Vietnam in 1954, the communist North attempted to unite the country as a communist state, fueling US concern over the possible spread of communism in Southeast Asia. US Army forces were sent to Vietnam in 1964, supported by contingents from South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, and Thailand, while US aircraft bombed North Vietnamese forces and areas of Cambodia. The Tet Offensive of 1968 damaged US confidence, and US forces began to be withdrawn, finally leaving in 1973. The North Vietnamese captured the southern capital Saigon to end the war in 1975.





view

 
/vyo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the ability to see something or to be seen from a particular place




•
 
the end of the tunnel came into view




•
 
they stood on the bar to get a better view.










2.
 
a sight or prospect, typically of attractive natural scenery, that can be taken in by the eye from a particular place




•
 
a fine view of the castle.










3.
 
a work of art depicting an attractive view.




4.
 
the visual appearance or an image of something when looked at in a particular way




•
 
an aerial view of the military earthworks.










5.
 
an inspection of things for sale by prospective purchasers, especially of works of art at an exhibition.




6.
 


[Law]

 (in court proceedings) a formal inspection by the judge and jury of the scene of a crime or property mentioned in evidence.




7.
 
a particular way of considering or regarding something; an attitude or opinion




•
 
strong political views.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — look at or inspect (something)




•
 
the public can view the famous hall with its unique staircase.










2.
 
watch (something) on television.




3.
 


[Hunting]

 see (a fox) break cover.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — regard in a particular light or with a particular attitude




•
 
farmers are viewing the rise in rabbit numbers with concern.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in full view






clearly visible.









2.
 
in view





a.
 
visible to someone




•
 
the youth was keeping him in view.










b.
 
as one's aim or objective




•
 
his arrest is the principal object I 
have in view

 .










c.
 
in one's mind when forming a judgment




•
 
it is important to 
have in view

 the position reached at the beginning of the 1970s.















3.
 
in view of






because or as a result of.









4.
 
on view






(especially of a work of art) being shown or exhibited to the public.









5.
 
with a view to






with the hope, aim, or intention of.












IV.
 
derivatives





viewable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
vieue

 , feminine past participle of 
veoir

 ‘see,’ from Latin 
videre

 . The verb dates from the early 16th cent.





viewdata

 
/ˈvyo͞oˌdadə ˈvyo͞oˌdādə/






noun




a news and information service in which computer data is sent by a telephone link and displayed on a monitor.













viewer

 
/ˈvyo͞oər/






noun



1.
 
a person who looks at or inspects something.




2.
 
a person watching television or a movie.




3.
 
a device for looking at slides or similar photographic images.













viewership

 
/ˈvyo͞oərˌSHip/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the audience for a particular television program or channel.













viewfinder

 
/ˈvyo͞oˌfīndər/






noun




a device on a camera showing the field of view of the lens, used in framing and focusing the picture.













viewgraph

 
/ˈvyo͞oɡraf/






noun




a graph or other data produced as a transparency for projection onto a screen or for transmission during a teleconference.













view halloo






noun




a shout given by a hunter on seeing a fox break cover.













viewing

 
/ˈvyo͞oiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of inspecting or looking at something




•
 
the owner may allow viewing by appointment.










2.
 
the action of watching something on television




•
 
it is quite unsuitable for family viewing.










3.
 
an opportunity to see something, especially a work of art.




4.
 
the act or ceremony of paying one's respect to a corpse.













viewless

 
/ˈvyo͞oləs/






adjective



1.
 
not having or affording a pleasant sight or prospect.




2.
 


‹literary›

 unable to be seen; invisible




•
 
the enormous viewless mantle of the night.



















viewpoint

 
/ˈvyo͞oˌpoint/






noun




another term for point of view
 .













viewport

 
/ˈvyo͞oˌpôrt/






noun



1.
 
a window in a spacecraft or in the conning tower of an oil rig.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a framed area on a display screen for viewing information.













VIFF

 
/vif /

 

‹Aeronautics informal›


 
viff





I.
 
noun




a technique used by a vertical takeoff aircraft to change direction abruptly by altering the direction of thrust of the aircraft's jet engines.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vertical takeoff aircraft) change direction by altering the thrust of the aircraft's jet engines.











– origin

 1970s: acronym from 
vectoring in forward flight

 .





vig

 
/viɡ/






noun




short for vigorish
 .













viga

 
/ˈvēɡə/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a rough-hewn roof timber or rafter, especially in an adobe building.











– origin

 Spanish.





Vigée-Lebrun, Élisabeth

 
/vēˌZHā ləˈbrœN/






(1755–1842), French painter; full name 
Marie Louise Élisabeth Vigée-Lebrun

 . She is known for her portraits of women and children, especially of Marie Antoinette and of Lady Hamilton.









vigesimal

 
/ˌvīˈjesəm(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 relating to or based on the number twenty.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vigesimus

 (from 
viginti

 ‘twenty’) + -al
 .






vigil

 
/ˈvijəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of keeping awake during the time usually spent asleep, especially to keep watch or pray




•
 
my birdwatching vigils lasted for hours




•
 
as he lay in a coma the family 
kept vigil

 .










2.
 
a stationary, peaceful demonstration in support of a particular cause, typically without speeches.




3.
 
(in the Christian Church) the eve of a festival or holy day as an occasion of religious observance.




4.
 
(
vigils

 )
 — nocturnal devotions.











– origin

 Middle English (
sense

 2): via Old French from Latin 
vigilia

 , from 
vigil

 ‘awake.’






vigilance

 
/ˈvijələns/





I.
 
noun




the action or state of keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
vigilantia

 , from 
vigilare

 ‘keep awake,’ from 
vigil

 (see vigil
 ).





vigilance committee

 
/ˈvijələns kəˈmidē/






noun






(US)

 a body of vigilantes.













vigilant

 
/ˈvijələnt/





I.
 
adjective




keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties




•
 
the burglar was spotted by vigilant neighbors.














II.
 
derivatives





vigilantly

 
/ˈvijələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Latin 
vigilant-

 ‘keeping awake,’ from the verb 
vigilare

 , from 
vigil

 (see vigil
 ).





vigilante

 
/ˌvijəˈlan(t)ē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a self-appointed group of citizens who undertake law enforcement in their community without legal authority, typically because the legal agencies are thought to be inadequate.








II.
 
derivatives





vigilantism

 
/ˌvijəˈlan(t)(ē)ˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘vigilant.’





vigil light






noun




a candle lighted and placed on a shrine as an act of devotion.













vigneron

 
/ˌvēnyəˈrôn, -ˈrōn/





I.
 
noun




a person who cultivates grapes for winemaking.











– origin

 French, from 
vigne

 ‘vine.’





vignette

 
/vinˈyet/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a brief evocative description, account, or episode.




2.
 
a small illustration or portrait photograph that fades into its background without a definite border.




3.
 
a small ornamental design filling a space in a book or carving, typically based on foliage.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
portray (someone) in the style of a vignette.




2.
 
produce (a photograph) in the style of a vignette by softening or shading away the edges of the subject.








III.
 
derivatives





vignettist

 
/-ˈyetist /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun; also as an architectural term denoting a carved representation of a vine): from French, diminutive of 
vigne

 ‘vine.’





Vigny, Alfred Victor

 
/vēnˈyē/






Comte de (1797–1863), French poet, novelist, and playwright. His poetry reveals his faith in “man's unconquerable mind.”









Vigo

 
/ˈvēɡō/






a port on the Atlantic Ocean in Galicia, in northwestern Spain; pop. 295,703 (2008).










vigor

 
/ˈviɡər /

 


‹Brit.›

 vigour





I.
 
noun



1.
 
physical strength and good health.




2.
 
effort, energy, and enthusiasm




•
 
they set about the new task with vigor.










3.
 


[Law]

 legal or binding force; validity.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vigour

 , from Latin 
vigor

 , from 
vigere

 ‘be lively.’






vigorish

 
/ˈviɡəriSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 an excessive rate of interest on a loan, typically one from an illegal moneylender.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 the percentage deducted from a gambler's winnings by the organizers of a game.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: probably from Yiddish, from Russian 
vyigrysh

 ‘gain, winnings.’





vigorous

 
/ˈviɡ(ə)rəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
strong, healthy, and full of energy.




2.
 
characterized by or involving physical strength, effort, or energy




•
 
vigorous aerobic exercise.










3.
 
(of language) forceful




•
 
a vigorous denial.














II.
 
derivatives





vigorousness






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from medieval Latin 
vigorosus

 , from Latin 
vigor

 (see vigor
 ).





vigorously

 
/ˈviɡ(ə)rəslē/






adverb



1.
 
in a way that involves physical strength, effort, or energy; strenuously




•
 
she shook her head vigorously.










2.
 
forcefully




•
 
he vigorously denied the allegation.



















vihara

 
/vəˈhärə/





I.
 
noun




a Buddhist monastery.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





vihuela

 
/ˌvēˈ(h)wālə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a type of early Spanish stringed musical instrument, in particular




2.
 
(
vihuela de mano

 )
 — a type of guitar.




3.
 
(
vihuela de arco

 )
 — a type of viol.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish.





Vijayawada

 
/ˌvijəyəˈwädə/






a city on the Krishna River in Andhra Pradesh, in southeastern India; pop. 971,700 (est. 2009).









Viking1


 
/ˈvīkiNG/





I.
 
noun




any of the Scandinavian seafaring pirates and traders who raided and settled in many parts of northwestern Europe in the 8th–11th centuries.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Vikings or the period in which they lived.











– origin

 from Old Norse 
víkingr

 , from 
vík

 ‘creek’ or Old English 
wīc

 ‘camp, dwelling place.’





Viking2


 
/ˈvīkiNG/






either of two American space probes sent to Mars in 1975, each of which consisted of a lander that conducted experiments on the surface and an orbiter.










Vila

 
/ˈvēlə /

 
Port Vila






the capital of Vanuatu, on the southwestern coast of the island of Efate; pop. 40,000 (est. 2007).









vilayet

 
/ˌvēləˈyet/





I.
 
noun




(in Turkey, and formerly in the Ottoman Empire) a major administrative district or province with its own governor.











– origin

 Turkish, from Arabic 
wilāya(t

 ) ‘government, administrative district.’






vile

 
/vīl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
extremely unpleasant




•
 
he has a vile temper




•
 
vile smells.










2.
 
morally bad; wicked




•
 
as vile a rogue as ever lived.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 of little worth or value.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vilely

 
/ˈvīllē /






adverb













2.
 
vileness

 
/ˈvīlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
vilis

 ‘cheap, base.’





vilification

 
/ˌviləfəˈkāSH(ə)n/






noun




abusively disparaging speech or writing




•
 
the vilification of minority groupings.



















vilify

 
/ˈviləˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak or write about in an abusively disparaging manner




•
 
he has been vilified in the press.














II.
 
derivatives





vilifier

 
/ˈviləˌfī(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘lower in value’): from late Latin 
vilificare

 , from Latin 
vilis

 ‘of low value’ (see vile
 ).





vilipend

 
/ˈviləˌpend/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 regard as worthless or of little value; despise.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 speak slightingly or abusively of; vilify.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vilipender






noun













2.
 
vilipensive






adjective






















villa

 
/ˈvilə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in continental Europe) a large and luxurious country residence.




2.
 
a large country house of Roman times, having an estate and consisting of farm and residential buildings arranged around a courtyard.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a detached or semidetached house in a residential district, typically one that is Victorian or Edwardian in style.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin.





Villa, Pancho

 
/ˈvēyə/






(1878–1923), Mexican revolutionary; born 
Doroteo Arango

 . He helped Venustiano Carranza to overthrow the dictatorial regime of General Victoriano Huerta in 1914, but then helped Emiliano Zapata to rebel against Carranza's regime.









Villafranchian

 
/ˌviləˈfraNGkēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting an age (or stage) in Europe crossing the boundary of the Upper Pliocene and Lower Pleistocene, lasting from about 3 to 1 million years ago.




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Villafranchian

 )
 — the Villafranchian age or stage, or the system of deposits laid down during it.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French 
villafranchien

 , from 
Villafranca

 d'Asti, the village in northern Italy near which exposures of this period occur.





village

 
/ˈvilij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a group of houses and associated buildings, larger than a hamlet and smaller than a town, situated in a rural area.




2.
 
a self-contained district or community within a town or city, regarded as having features characteristic of village life




•
 
the Olympic village.










3.
 


(US)

 (in the US) a small municipality with limited corporate powers.








II.
 
derivatives





villager

 
/ˈvilijər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
villa

 ‘country house.’





village idiot

 
/ˈvilij ˈidēət/






noun






‹chiefly archaic›

 a person of very low intelligence resident and well known in a village.













villagization

 
/ˌvilijəˈzāSHən/






noun



1.
 
(in Africa and Asia) the concentration of the population in villages as opposed to scattered settlements, typically to ensure more efficient control and distribution of services such as health care and education.




2.
 
the transfer of land to the communal control of villagers.














villain

 
/ˈvilən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in a film, novel, or play) a character whose evil actions or motives are important to the plot




•
 
the terrorists are cartoon villains




•
 
I have played more good guys than villains.










2.
 
the person or thing responsible for specified trouble, harm, or damage




•
 
the industrialized nations are the real environmental villains.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 variant spelling of villein
 .











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘a rustic, boor’): from Old French 
vilein

 , based on Latin 
villa

 (see villa
 ).





villainess

 
/ˈvilənəs/





I.
 
noun




(in a film, novel, or play) a female character whose evil actions or motives are important to the plot




•
 
she's portrayed as a glowering villainess, accompanied by ominous music as she enters.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from villain
 + -ess
 1
 .





villainous

 
/ˈvilənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to, constituting, or guilty of wicked or criminal behavior




•
 
his group of villainous accomplices are wreaking havoc on the city.










2.
 


‹informal›

 extremely bad or unpleasant




•
 
a villainous smell.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
villainously

 
/ˈvilənəslē /






adverb













2.
 
villainousness






noun





















villainy

 
/ˈvilənē/





I.
 
noun




wicked or criminal behavior




•
 
the villainy of professional racketeers




•
 
minor villainies.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vilenie

 , from 
vilein

 (see villain
 ).






villanella

 
/ˌviləˈnelə/





I.
 
noun




a form of Italian part-song originating in Naples in the 16th century, in rustic style with a vigorous rhythm.











– origin

 Italian, feminine of 
villanello

 ‘rural,’ diminutive of 
villano

 ‘peasant.’





villanelle

 
/ˌviləˈnel/





I.
 
noun




a nineteen-line poem with two rhymes throughout, consisting of five tercets and a quatrain, with the first and third lines of the opening tercet recurring alternately at the end of the other tercets and with both repeated at the close of the concluding quatrain.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
villanella

 (see villanella
 ).






-ville





I.
 
combining form






‹informal›

 used in fictitious place names with reference to a particular quality




•
 
dullsville.

















– origin

 from French 
ville

 ‘town,’ used in many US town names.






villein

 
/ˈvilin ˈviˌlān/





I.
 
noun




(in medieval England) a feudal tenant entirely subject to a lord or manor to whom he paid dues and services in return for land.











– origin

 Middle English: variant of villain
 .





villeinage

 
/ˈvilinij ˈviˌlānij/






noun






‹historical›

 the tenure or status of a villein.













villous

 
/ˈviləs/






adjective



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 (of a structure, especially the epithelium) covered with villi.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Medicine]

 (of a condition) affecting the villi




•
 
villous atrophy.










3.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Botany]

 shaggy.













villus

 
/ˈviləs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 any of numerous minute elongated projections set closely together on a surface, typically increasing its surface area for the absorption of substances, in particular




2.
 
a fingerlike projection of the lining of the small intestine.




3.
 
a fold of the chorion.




4.
 
[(usu. in 
pl.

 )]
 — 

[Botany]

 a long slender hair.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘shaggy hair.’





Vilnius

 
/ˈvilnēəs/






the capital of Lithuania, in the southeastern part of the country; pop. 558,165 (2009).









vim

 
/vim/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 energy; enthusiasm




•
 
in his youth he was full of 
vim and vigor

 .

















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally US): perhaps from Latin, accusative of 
vis

 ‘energy.’





Vimy Ridge, Battle of

 
/ˈvēmē, ˈvimē, vēˈmē/






an Allied attack on the German position of Vimy Ridge, near the town of Arras, France, during World War I. One of the key points on the Western Front, it had long resisted assaults, but on April 9, 1917, it was taken by Canadian troops in fifteen minutes, at the cost of heavy casualties.









vin

 
/vaN, van/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 
French wine




•
 
vin blanc.

















– origin

 French, literally ‘wine.’





VIN

 
/vin/






abbreviation




vehicle identification number.













vinaceous

 
/vīˈnāSHəs vəˈnāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




of the color of red wine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Latin 
vinaceus

 (from 
vinum

 ‘wine’) + -ous
 .





vinaigrette

 
/ˌvinəˈɡret/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
vinaigrette dressing

 )
 — salad dressing of oil, wine vinegar, and seasoning.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a small ornamental bottle for holding smelling salts.











– origin

 French, diminutive of 
vinaigre

 ‘vinegar.’





vinblastine

 
/vinˈblasˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a cytotoxic compound of the alkaloid class obtained from the Madagascar periwinkle and used to treat Hodgkin's disease and other cancers of the lymphatic system.











– origin

 1960s: from modern Latin 
Vinca

 (see vinca
 ) + 
(leuko)blast

 (a cell from which a leukocyte develops) + -ine
 4
 .






vinca

 
/ˈviNGkə/





I.
 
noun




another term for periwinkle
 1
 .











– origin

 1930s: from modern Latin 
Vinca

 (genus name), from late Latin 
pervinca

 (see periwinkle
 1
 ).





Vincennes

 
/vinˈsenz/






a historic commercial and industrial city in southwestern Indiana, on the Wabash River; pop. 17,976 (est. 2008).









Vincent de Paul, St.

 
/ˈvinsənt də ˈpôl/






(1581–1660), French priest. He devoted his life to work among the poor and the sick and established institutions for his work, including the Daughters of Charity (Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul) 1633. Feast day, July 19.










Vincentian

 
/ˌvinˈsenSH(ə)n/






noun




a member of the Congregation of the Mission, a Catholic organization founded at the priory of St. Lazare in Paris by St. Vincent de Paul to preach to the rural poor and train candidates for the priesthood.

Also called Lazarist
 .













Vincent's angina






noun




a painful ulcerative condition of the inside of the mouth or of the gums, associated with trench mouth.













Vinci, Leonardo da






see Leonardo da Vinci
 .










vincible

 
/ˈvinsəbəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 (of an opponent or obstacle) able to be overcome or conquered.








II.
 
derivatives





vincibility

 
/ˌvinsəˈbilətē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
vincibilis

 , from 
vincere

 ‘to overcome.’





vincristine

 
/vinˈkrisˌtēn/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a cytotoxic compound of the alkaloid class obtained from the Madagascar periwinkle and used to treat acute leukemia and other cancers.











– origin

 1960s: from modern Latin 
Vinca

 (see vinca
 ) + a second element perhaps based on crista
 + -ine
 4
 .





vinculum

 
/ˈviNGkyələm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 a connecting band of tissue, such as that attaching a flexor tendon to the bone of a finger or toe.




2.
 


[Mathematics]

 a horizontal line drawn over a group of terms in a mathematical expression to indicate that they are to be operated on as a single entity by the preceding or following operator.








II.
 
derivatives





vincular

 
/-lər /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bond, tie’): from Latin, literally ‘bond,’ from 
vincire

 ‘bind.’ The term has been used in anatomy since the mid 19th cent.





vindaloo

 
/ˌvindəˈlo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a highly spiced hot Indian curry.











– origin

 probably from Portuguese 
vin d'alho

 ‘wine and garlic (sauce),’ from 
vinho

 ‘wine’ + 
alho

 ‘garlic.’





vin de pays

 
/ˌvaN dY pāˈē, ˌvan do͞o /

 
vin du pays





I.
 
noun




the third-highest French classification of wine, indicating that the wine meets certain standards including area of production, strength, and quality.











– origin

 French, literally ‘wine of the region.’





vin de table

 
/ˌvaN də ˈtäbl(ə), ˌvan/





I.
 
noun




French table wine of reasonable quality, suitable for accompanying a meal.











– origin

 French, literally ‘table wine.’





vindicate

 
/ˈvindəˌkāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clear (someone) of blame or suspicion




•
 
hospital staff were vindicated by the inquest verdict.










2.
 
show or prove to be right, reasonable, or justified




•
 
more sober views were vindicated by events.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vindicable

 
/-kəbəl /






adjective













2.
 
vindication

 
/ˌvindəˈkāSHən /






noun













3.
 
vindicator

 
/ˈvindəˌkādər /






noun













4.
 
vindicatory

 
/ˈvindəkəˌtôrē /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘deliver, rescue’): from Latin 
vindicat-

 ‘claimed, avenged,’ from the verb 
vindicare

 , from 
vindex

 , 
vindic-

 ‘claimant, avenger.’





vindictive

 
/vēnˈdiktiv/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a strong or unreasoning desire for revenge




•
 
the criticism was both vindictive and personalized.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vindictively

 
/vēnˈdiktivlē /






adverb













2.
 
vindictiveness

 
/vēnˈdiktivnis /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vindicta

 ‘vengeance’ + -ive
 .





vine

 
/vīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a climbing or trailing woody-stemmed plant of the grape family.

[
Vitis

 and other genera, family 
Vitaceae

 .]




2.
 
used in names of climbing or trailing plants of other families, e.g., 
potato vine

 .




3.
 
the slender stem of a trailing or climbing plant.




4.
 
(
vines

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 clothes




•
 
the hip got their vines at Wolmuth's on Market Street.














II.
 
derivatives





viny

 
/ˈvīnē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, from Latin 
vinea

 ‘vineyard, vine,’ from 
vinum

 ‘wine.’





Vine, Frederick John

 
/vīn/






(1939–), English geologist. He and his colleague 
Drummond H. Matthews

 (1931–97) showed that magnetic data from the earth's crust under the Atlantic Ocean provided evidence for seafloor spreading.









vine dresser






noun




a person who prunes, trains, and cultivates vines.













vinegar

 
/ˈvinəɡər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sour-tasting liquid containing acetic acid, obtained by fermenting dilute alcoholic liquids, typically wine, cider, or beer, and used as a condiment or for pickling.




2.
 
sourness or peevishness of behavior, character, or speech




•
 
her aggrieved tone held a touch of vinegar.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vinegarish

 
/ˈvinəɡ(ə)riSH /






adjective













2.
 
vinegary

 
/ˈvinəɡ(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vyn egre

 , based on Latin 
vinum

 ‘wine’ + 
acer

 ‘sour.’





Vinegar Joe






see Stilwell, Joseph Warren
 .









Vineland

 
/ˈvīnlənd/






a commercial and industrial city in southern New Jersey; pop. 58,780 (est. 2008).









vinery

 
/ˈvīn(ə)rē/






noun



1.
 
a greenhouse for grapevines.




2.
 
a vineyard.













vineyard

 
/ˈvinyərd/






noun



1.
 
a plantation of grapevines, typically producing grapes used in winemaking.




2.
 
a sphere of action or labor (in allusion to Matt. 20:1)




•
 
women professors laboring in feminist vineyards.




















vingt-et-un

 
/ˌvant ā ˈən, ˌvaNt ā ˈœN/





I.
 
noun




the card game blackjack.











– origin

 French, literally ‘twenty-one.’





vinho verde

 
/ˈvinyō ˈvərdē, ˈvēnyo͞o ˈverdə/





I.
 
noun




a young Portuguese wine, not allowed to mature.











– origin

 Portuguese, literally ‘green wine.’





vini-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to wine




•
 
viniculture.

















– origin

 from Latin 
vinum

 ‘wine.’





viniculture

 
/ˈvinəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun




the cultivation of grapevines for winemaking.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vinicultural

 
/ˌvinəˈkəlCHərəl /






adjective













2.
 
viniculturist

 
/ˈvinəˌkəlCH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
vinum

 ‘wine’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





vinification

 
/ˌvinəfəˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the conversion of grape juice or other vegetable extract into wine by fermentation.








II.
 
derivatives





vinify

 
/ˈvinəˌfī /






verb





















vining

 
/ˈvīniNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant) growing as a vine with climbing or trailing woody stems.













Vinland

 
/ˈvinlənd/






the region of the northeastern coast of North America that was visited in the 11th century by Norsemen led by Leif Ericsson. It was so named from the report that grapevines were found growing there. The exact location is uncertain.









Vinnytsya

 
/ˈvēnitsyə/






a city in central Ukraine; pop. 367,800 (est. 2009). Russian name 
Vinnitsa

 .









vino

 
/ˈvēnō/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 wine, especially that which is cheap or of inferior quality.











– origin

 Spanish and Italian, ‘wine.’





vino da tavola

 
/ˌvēnō dä ˈtävōlə/





I.
 
noun




Italian wine of reasonable quality, suitable for drinking with a meal.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘table wine.’





vin ordinaire

 
/ˌvaNn ˌôrdēˈne(ə)r, ˈvan/





I.
 
noun




cheap table wine for everyday use.











– origin

 French, literally ‘ordinary wine.’





vinous

 
/ˈvīnəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling, associated with, or fond of wine




•
 
a vinous smell.










2.
 
of the reddish color of wine.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vinosity

 
/vəˈnäsədē /






noun













2.
 
vinously






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vinum

 ‘wine’ + -ous
 .





Vinson, Frederick Moore

 
/ˈvinsən/






(1890–1953), US chief justice 1946–53. Before being appointed to the chief justiceship by President Truman, he had been a member of the US House of Representatives 1924–29 and 1931–38, had held several federal positions during World War II, and had served in the president's cabinet as secretary of the Treasury 1945–46.









Vinson Massif

 
/ˌvinsən maˈsēf/






the highest mountain in Antarctica, in Ellsworth Land. It rises to 16,863 feet (5,140 m).









vintage

 
/ˈvin(t)ij/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the year or place in which wine, especially wine of high quality, was produced.




2.
 
a wine of high quality made from the crop of a single identified district in a good year.




3.
 


‹literary›

 wine.




4.
 
the harvesting of grapes for winemaking.




5.
 
the grapes or wine produced in a particular season.




6.
 
the time that something of quality was produced




•
 
rifles of various sizes and vintages.














II.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or denoting wine of high quality




•
 
vintage claret.










2.
 
denoting something of high quality, especially something from the past or characteristic of the best period of a person's work




•
 
a vintage Sherlock Holmes adventure.

















– origin

 late Middle English: alteration (influenced by vintner
 ) of earlier 
vendage

 , from Old French 
vendange

 , from Latin 
vindemia

 (from 
vinum

 ‘wine’ + 
demere

 ‘remove’).





vintage port






noun




port wine of special quality, all of one year, bottled early and aged in the bottle.













vintager

 
/ˈvin(t)ijər/






noun




a person who harvests grapes.













vintage year






noun



1.
 
the year that a particular wine was produced.




2.
 
a particularly successful year for some pursuit or product




•
 
it was a vintage year for home-run hitters.




















vintner

 
/ˈvintnər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wine merchant.




2.
 
a wine maker.











– origin

 late Middle English: via Anglo-Latin from Old French 
vinetier

 , from medieval Latin 
vinetarius

 , from Latin 
vinetum

 ‘vineyard,’ from 
vinum

 ‘wine.’





vinyasa

 
/vinˈyäsə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
movement between poses in yoga, typically accompanied by regulated breathing.




2.
 
a method of yoga in which movements form a flowing sequence in coordination with the breath.











– origin

 Sanskrit 
vinyāsa

 ‘movement, position (of limbs).’





vinyl

 
/ˈvīnl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
synthetic resin or plastic consisting of polyvinyl chloride or a related polymer, used especially for wallpapers and other covering materials and for phonograph records




•
 
light-reflecting vinyls can be hung in the usual way.










2.
 
vinyl used as the standard material for phonograph records




•
 
fans had to wait almost a year before the song eventually appeared on vinyl.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

[Chemistry]

 of or denoting the unsaturated hydrocarbon radical —CH=CH2
 , derived from ethylene by removal of a hydrogen atom




•
 
a vinyl group.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin 
vinum

 ‘wine’ + -yl
 .





vinyl acetate






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless liquid ester used in the production of polyvinyl acetate and other commercially important polymers.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 CHOCOCH3
 .]













vinyl chloride






noun






[Chemistry]

 a colorless toxic gas used in the production of polyvinyl chloride and other commercially important polymers.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 CHCl.]














viol

 
/ˈvī(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument of the Renaissance and baroque periods, typically six-stringed, held vertically and played with a bow.











– origin

 late 15th cent. (originally denoting a violinlike instrument): from Old French 
viele

 , from Provençal 
viola

 ; probably related to fiddle
 .






viola1


 
/vēˈōlə/





I.
 
noun




an instrument of the violin family, larger than the violin and tuned a fifth lower.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian and Spanish; compare with viol
 .






viola2


 
/vīˈōlə ˈvīələ/





I.
 
noun




a plant of a genus that includes the pansies and violets.

[Genus 
Viola

 , family 
Violaceae

 : many species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin, literally ‘violet.’





violaceous

 
/ˌvīəˈlāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of a violet color.




2.
 


[Botany]

 of, relating to, or denoting plants of the violet family (
Violaceae

 ).











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
violaceus

 (from 
viola

 ‘violet’) + -ous
 .





viola da braccio

 
/vēˈōlə də ˈbräCHō/





I.
 
noun




an early musical instrument of the violin family (as distinct from a viol), specifically one corresponding to the modern viola.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘viol for the arm.’






viola da gamba

 
/vēˌōlə də ˈɡämbə /

 
viol da gamba





I.
 
noun




a viol, specifically a bass viol (corresponding to the modern cello).











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘viol for the leg.’





viola d'amore

 
/vēˌōlə däˈmôrā/





I.
 
noun




a sweet-toned 18th-century musical instrument similar to a viola, but with six or seven strings, and additional sympathetic strings below the fingerboard.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘viol of love.’





violate

 
/ˈvīəˌlāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
break or fail to comply with (a rule or formal agreement)




•
 
they violated the terms of a ceasefire.










2.
 
fail to respect (someone's peace, privacy, or rights)




•
 
they denied that human rights were being violated.










3.
 
treat (something sacred) with irreverence or disrespect




•
 
he was accused of violating a tomb.










4.
 
rape or sexually assault (someone).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
violator

 
/ˈvīəˌlādər /






noun













2.
 
violable

 
/ˈvīələb(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹rare›















3.
 
violative






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
violat-

 ‘treated violently,’ from the verb 
violare

 .





violation

 
/ˌvīəˈlāSH(ə)n/






noun




the action of violating someone or something




•
 
the aircraft were 
in violation of

 UN resolutions.



















violence

 
/ˈvī(ə)ləns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
behavior involving physical force intended to hurt, damage, or kill someone or something.




2.
 
strength of emotion or an unpleasant or destructive natural force




•
 
the violence of her own feelings.










3.
 


[Law]

 the unlawful exercise of physical force or intimidation by the exhibition of such force.








II.
 
phrases





do violence to






damage or adversely affect.















– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
violentia

 , from 
violent-

 ‘vehement, violent’ (see violent
 ).






violent

 
/ˈvī(ə)lənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using or involving physical force intended to hurt, damage, or kill someone or something




•
 
a violent confrontation with riot police.










2.
 
(especially of an emotion or unpleasant or destructive natural force) very strong or powerful




•
 
violent dislike




•
 
the violent eruption killed 1,700 people.










3.
 
(of a color) vivid.




4.
 


[Law]

 involving an unlawful exercise or exhibition of force.








II.
 
derivatives





violently

 
/ˈvī(ə)ləntlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘having a marked or powerful effect’): via Old French from Latin 
violent-

 ‘vehement, violent.’





violent storm






noun




a wind of force 11 on the Beaufort scale (56–63 knots or 64–72 mph).













violet

 
/ˈvī(ə)lət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a herbaceous plant of temperate regions, typically having purple, blue, or white five-petaled flowers, one of which forms a landing pad for pollinating insects.

[Genus 
Viola

 , family 
Violaceae

 (the 
violet family

 ): many species, including the 
dog violet

 and 
sweet violet

 . See also viola
 2
 .]




2.
 
used in names of similar-flowered plants of other families, e.g., 
African violet

 .




3.
 
a bluish-purple color seen at the end of the spectrum opposite red.








II.
 
adjective




of a purplish-blue color.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
violette

 , diminutive of 
viole

 , from Latin 
viola

 ‘violet.’





violin

 
/ˌvīəˈlin/





I.
 
noun




a stringed musical instrument of treble pitch, played with a horsehair bow. The classical European violin was developed in the 16th century. It has four strings and a body of characteristic rounded shape, narrowed at the middle and with two f-shaped sound holes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
violinist

 
/ˌvīəˈlinist /






noun













2.
 
violinistic

 
/-linˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Italian 
violino

 , diminutive of 
viola

 (see viola
 1
 ).






violin spider






noun




another term for brown recluse
 .













violist

 
/ˈvīələst/






noun



1.
 

/ˌvēˈōləst /

 — a viola player.




2.
 

/ˈvīələst /

 — a viol player.














violoncello

 
/ˌvīələnˈCHelō/





I.
 
noun




formal term for cello
 .








II.
 
derivatives





violoncellist

 
/ˌvīələnˈCHeləst /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: Italian, diminutive of 
violone

 (see violone
 ).






violone

 
/ˌvēəˈlōnā/





I.
 
noun




an early form of double bass, especially a large bass viol.











– origin

 Italian, augmentative of 
viola

 (see viola
 1
 ).





VIP1


 
/ˌvēˌīˈpē/






noun




a very important person




•
 
a party for 400 VIPs from the world of sports and showbiz.



















VIP2


 
/ˌvēˌīˈpē/






abbreviation






[Biochemistry]

 vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (or peptide), a substance that acts as a neurotransmitter, especially in the brain and gastrointestinal tract.













vipassana

 
/viˈpäsənə /

 
Vipassana





I.
 
noun




(in Theravada Buddhism) meditation involving concentration on the body or its sensations, or the insight that this provides.











– origin

 Pali, literally ‘inward vision.’






viper

 
/ˈvīpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a venomous snake with large hinged fangs, typically having a broad head and stout body, with dark patterns on a lighter background.

[Family 
Viperidae

 : numerous genera and species. See also pit viper
 , adder
 .]




2.
 
a spiteful or treacherous person.








II.
 
phrases





viper in one's bosom






a person who betrays those who have helped them.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viperine

 
/ˈvīp(ə)rən ˈvīpəˌrīn /






adjective













2.
 
viperish

 
/ˈvīpəriSH /






adjective













3.
 
viperous

 
/ˈvīp(ə)rəs /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from French 
vipère

 or Latin 
vipera

 , from 
vivus

 ‘alive’ + 
parere

 ‘bring forth.’





viperfish

 
/ˈvīpərˌfiSH/






noun




a small, elongated deep-sea fish that has large jaws with long protruding fangs.

[Family 
Chauliodontidae

 : several genera and species.]














viper's bugloss






noun




a bristly plant of the borage family, with pink buds that open to blue flowers. It was formerly used in the treatment of snake bites. Native to Eurasia, it is now widespread throughout North America.

[
Echium vulgare

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]













virago

 
/vəˈräɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domineering, violent, or bad-tempered woman.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a woman of masculine strength or spirit; a female warrior.











– origin

 Old English (used only as the name given by Adam to Eve, following the Vulgate), from Latin, ‘heroic woman, female warrior,’ from 
vir

 ‘man.’ The current sense dates from late Middle English.





viral

 
/ˈvīrəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the nature of, caused by, or relating to a virus or viruses.




2.
 
relating to or involving an image, video, piece of information, etc., that is circulated rapidly and widely from one Internet user to another




•
 
a viral video ad




•
 
the video 
went viral

 and was seen by millions.














II.
 
noun




an image, video, advertisement, etc., that is circulated rapidly on the Internet




•
 
the rise of virals in online marketing.














III.
 
derivatives





virally






adverb





















virality

 
/ˌvīˈralədē/






noun




the tendency of an image, video, or piece of information to be circulated rapidly and widely from one Internet user to another; the quality or fact of being viral




•
 
new metrics will allow marketeers to better assess the virality of their campaigns.



















viral load






noun




a measurement of the amount of a virus in an organism, typically in the bloodstream, usu. stated in virus particles per milliliter.













viral marketing

 
//






noun




a method of marketing whereby consumers are encouraged to share information about a company's goods or services via the Internet


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a carefully designed viral marketing strategy.



















Virchow, Rudolf Karl

 
/ˈfirKHō/






(1821–1902), German physician and pathologist. He founded cellular pathology.










virelay

 
/ˈvirəˌlā /

 
virelai





I.
 
noun




a medieval French lyric poem of indefinite length composed of stanzas of long lines rhyming with each other and short lines rhyming with each other, the short lines of each stanza furnishing the rhyme for the long lines of the next, with the short lines of the last stanza taking their rhyme from the short lines of the first.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
virelai

 .





viremia

 
/vīˈrēmēə /

 


‹Brit.›

 viraemia





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 the presence of viruses in the blood.








II.
 
derivatives





viremic

 
/-mik /






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: from virus
 + -emia
 .





vireo

 
/ˈvirēˌō/





I.
 
noun




a small American songbird, typically having a green or gray back and yellow or white underparts.

[Family 
Vireonidae

 (the 
vireo family

 ): two genera, esp. 
Vireo

 , and several species. The vireo family also includes the greenlets and peppershrikes.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, perhaps denoting a greenfinch.





virescent

 
/vəˈres(ə)nt vīˈres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 greenish.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
virescence

 
/vəˈresns vīˈresns /






noun













2.
 
virescently






adverb



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
virescent-

 ‘turning green,’ inceptive of 
virere

 ‘be green.’





virga

 
/ˈvərɡə/





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a mass of streaks of rain appearing to hang under a cloud and evaporating before reaching the ground.











– origin

 1940s: from Latin, literally ‘rod, stripe.’





virgate

 
/ˈvərɡət ˈvərˌɡāt/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a varying measure of land, typically 30 acres.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
virgatus

 , from 
virga

 ‘rod.’





Virgil

 
/ˈvərjəl /

 
Vergil






(70–19 
BC

 ), Roman poet; Latin name 
Publius Vergilius Maro

 . He wrote three major works: the 
Eclogues

 , ten pastoral poems that blend traditional themes of Greek bucolic poetry with contemporary political and literary themes; the 
Georgics

 , a didactic poem on farming; and the 
Aeneid

 , an epic poem about Aeneas, a Trojan (see Aeneid
 ).









Virgilian

 
/vərˈjilēən /

 
Vergilian






adjective




relating to or characteristic of the Roman poet Virgil or his works




•
 
the triumphalist history of the Virgilian epic.




















virgin

 
/ˈvərjən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has never had sexual intercourse.




2.
 
(
the Virgin

 )
 — the mother of Jesus; the Virgin Mary.




3.
 
(
the Virgin

 )
 — the zodiacal sign or constellation Virgo.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 a young unmarried woman




•
 
the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.










5.
 
a person who is naive, innocent, or inexperienced, especially in a particular context




•
 
a political virgin.










6.
 


[Entomology]

 a female insect that produces eggs without being fertilized.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — being, relating to, or appropriate for a virgin




•
 
his virgin bride.










2.
 
not yet touched, used, or exploited




•
 
acres of virgin forests




•
 
virgin snow.










3.
 
(of clay) not yet fired.




4.
 
(of wool) not yet, or only once, spun or woven.




5.
 
(of olive oil) obtained from the first pressing of olives.




6.
 
(of metal) made from ore by smelting.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
virgine

 , from Latin 
virgo

 , 
virgin-

 .





virginal

 
/ˈvərjənl/





I.
 
adjective




being, relating to, or appropriate for a virgin




•
 
virginal shyness.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
virginals

 )


1.
 
an early spinet with the strings parallel to the keyboard, typically rectangular, and popular in 16th and 17th century houses.

[perhaps because usually played by young women (see origin below).]








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
virginalist

 
/-jənl-ist /






noun













2.
 
virginally






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
virginalis

 , from 
virgo

 ‘young woman.’





virgin birth






noun



1.
 
(
the Virgin Birth

 )
 — the doctrine of Christ's birth from a mother, Mary, who was a virgin.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 parthenogenesis.














Virginia1


 
/vərˈjinyə/






a state in the eastern US, on the Atlantic coast; pop. 7,769,089 (est. 2008); capital, Richmond; statehood, June 25, 1788 (10). It was the site of the first permanent English settlement in North America at Jamestown in 1607. One of the original thirteen states, it saw the British surrender at Yorktown in 1781 to end the American Revolution, as well as many Civil War battles.









Virginia2


 
/vərˈjinyə/






noun



1.
 
a type of tobacco grown and manufactured in Virginia.




2.
 
a cigarette made of tobacco grown in Virginia.













Virginia Beach






a city and resort on the Atlantic coast of southeastern Virginia; pop. 433,746 (est. 2008).










Virginia bluebell






noun




a North American woodland plant of the borage family, bearing nodding, trumpet-shaped blue flowers.

Also called Virginia cowslip
 . [
Mertensia virginica

 , family 
Boraginaceae

 .]













Virginia City






a historic settlement in western Nevada, south of Reno, site of the Comstock Lode gold and silver boom in the 1850s–60s.










Virginia cowslip






noun




another term for Virginia bluebell
 .













Virginia creeper






noun




a North American vine of the grape family, chiefly cultivated for its red autumn foliage.

[Genus 
Parthenocissus

 , family 
Vitaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. quinquefolia

 .]













Virginia ham






noun




a smoke-cured ham from a hog fed on peanuts and corn.













Virginian

 
/vərˈjinyən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the US state of Virginia or its inhabitants




•
 
a Virginian family.










2.
 
relating to or made from a type of tobacco grown and manufactured in Virginia




•
 
his favorite blend of Virginian tobacco




•
 
the scent of a Virginian cigarette was wafted to them.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the US state of Virginia




•
 
a Virginian who did social work.










2.
 
a type of tobacco grown and manufactured in Virginia




•
 
he was the sort of type that would only appreciate and only smoke Virginian.










3.
 
a cigarette made of tobacco grown in Virginia




•
 
he was smoking a Virginian while playing backgammon with a friend




•
 
under stress, the raw crude lift of the Virginian is what men need.



















Virginia opossum






noun




see opossum
 .














Virginia reel






noun




a lively American country dance performed by a number of couples facing each other in parallel lines.













Virginia stock






noun




a low-growing, sweetly scented plant with white, pink, or lilac flowers, native to the Mediterranean and cultivated elsewhere.

[
Malcolmia maritima

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













Virgin Islands

 
/ˌvərjən ˈīləndz/






a group of Caribbean islands at the eastern end of the Greater Antilles, divided between US and British administration. The islands were settled, mainly in the 17th century, by British and Danish sugar planters. The US islands include about 50 islands; pop. 109,800 (est. 2009); capital, Charlotte Amalie (on St. Thomas). They were purchased from Denmark in 1917 because of their strategic position. The British islands consist of about 40 islands in the northeastern part of the group; pop. 24,500 (est. 2009); capital, Road Town (on Tortola).









virginity

 
/vərˈjinədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of never having had sexual intercourse




•
 
he 
lost his virginity

 in college.










2.
 
the state of being naive, innocent, or inexperienced in a particular context




•
 
his political virginity.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
virginite

 , from Latin 
virginitas

 , from 
virgo

 (see virgin
 ).





Virgin Mary






the mother of Jesus (see Mary
 1
 ).









virgin queen






noun



1.
 
an unfertilized queen bee.




2.
 
(
the Virgin Queen

 )
 — Queen Elizabeth I of England, who died unmarried.













virgin's bower






noun




a North American clematis with white flowers.

Also called old man's beard
 , because of the fluffy gray plumes that stick to the seeds in autumn. [
Clematis virginiana

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 .]













Virgo

 
/ˈvərɡō/





I.
 


[Astronomy]

 a large constellation (the Virgin), said to represent a maiden or goddess associated with the harvest. It contains several bright stars, the brightest of which is Spica, and a dense cluster of galaxies.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Virginis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in the constellation Virgo




•
 
the star Gamma Virginis.










III.
 


[Astrology]

 the sixth sign of the zodiac, which the sun enters about August 23.




IV.
 
(
pl.

 Virgos) (
a Virgo

 )
 — a person born when the sun is in the sign of Virgo.







– origin

 Latin.





Virgoan

 
/ˈvərɡōən /

 

‹Astrology›






I.
 
adjective




relating to the sign of Virgo




•
 
I become pretty Virgoan when complicated work needs to be done




•
 
his Virgoan wife accompanied him every step of the way.














II.
 
noun




a person born under the sign of Virgo




•
 
many a Virgoan will apologize in advance for being born under such a difficult sign.



















virgo intacta

 
/ˌvərɡō inˈtaktə/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Law]

 a girl or woman who has never had sexual intercourse, originally a virgin whose hymen is intact.











– origin

 Latin, literally ‘untouched virgin.’





virgule

 
/ˈvərɡyo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




another term for slash
 1
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, literally ‘comma,’ from Latin 
virgula

 , diminutive of 
virga

 ‘rod.’





viridescent

 
/ˌvirəˈdes(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective




greenish or becoming green.








II.
 
derivatives





viridescence

 
/ˌvirəˈdes(ə)ns /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin 
viridescent-

 ‘becoming green,’ from the verb 
viridescere

 , from Latin 
viridis

 ‘green.’





viridian

 
/vəˈridēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a bluish-green pigment consisting of hydrated chromium hydroxide.




2.
 
the bluish-green color of this.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
viridis

 ‘green’ (from 
virere

 ‘be green’) + -ian
 .





virile

 
/ˈvirəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a man) having strength, energy, and a strong sex drive.




2.
 
having or characterized by strength and energy




•
 
a strong, virile performance of the Mass.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘characteristic of a man’): from French 
viril

 or Latin 
virilis

 , from 
vir

 ‘man.’





virilism

 
/ˈvirəˌlizəm/






noun






[Medicine]

 the condition that results from virilization.













virility

 
/vəˈrilədē/






noun




(in a man) the quality of having strength, energy, and a strong sex drive; manliness




•
 
aggression and virility were highly prized in soldiers.



















virilization

 
/ˌvirələˈzāSHən/






noun






[Medicine]

 the development of male physical characteristics (such as muscle bulk, body hair, and deep voice) in a female or precociously in a boy, typically as a result of excess androgen production.














virino

 
/vīˈrēnō, və-/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 a hypothetical infectious particle postulated as the cause of scrapie, BSE, and Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease, consisting of noncoding nucleic acid in a protective coat made from host cell proteins.

Compare with prion
 2
 .











– origin

 1970s: from virus
 + the diminutive suffix 
-ino

 .





virion

 
/ˈvirēän/





I.
 
noun






[Microbiology]

 the complete, infective form of a virus outside a host cell, with a core of RNA or DNA and a capsid.











– origin

 1950s: from virus
 + -on
 .





viroid

 
/ˈvīroid/






noun






[Microbiology]

 an infectious entity affecting plants, smaller than a virus and consisting only of nucleic acid without a protein coat.













virology

 
/vīˈräləjē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of science that deals with the study of viruses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
virological

 
/ˌvīrəˈläjək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
virologically






adverb













3.
 
virologist

 
/vīˈräləjəst /






noun





















virtu

 
/vərˈto͞o /

 
vertu





I.
 
noun



1.
 
knowledge of or expertise in the fine arts.




2.
 
curios or objets d'art collectively.




3.
 


‹literary›

 the good qualities inherent in a person or thing.








II.
 
phrases





article (or object) of virtu






an article that is interesting because of its antiquity, beauty, quality of workmanship, etc.















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Italian 
virtù

 ‘virtue’; the variant 
vertu

 is an alteration, as if from French.





virtual

 
/ˈvərCH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
almost or nearly as described, but not completely or according to strict definition




•
 
the virtual absence of border controls.










2.
 


[Computing]

 not physically existing as such but made by software to appear to do so




•
 
a virtual computer.







See also virtual reality
 .




3.
 
carried out, accessed, or stored by means of a computer, especially over a network




•
 
a virtual library




•
 
virtual learning.










4.
 


[Optics]

 relating to the points at which rays would meet if produced backward.




5.
 


[Physics]

 denoting particles or interactions with extremely short lifetimes and (owing to the uncertainty principle) indefinitely great energies, postulated as intermediates in some processes.








II.
 
derivatives





virtuality

 
/ˌvərCHo͞oˈalədē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (also in the sense ‘possessing certain virtues’): from medieval Latin 
virtualis

 , from Latin 
virtus

 ‘virtue,’ suggested by late Latin 
virtuosus

 .





virtual community






noun




a community of people sharing common interests, ideas, and feelings over the Internet.













virtual image






noun






[Optics]

 an optical image formed from the apparent divergence of light rays from a point, as opposed to an image formed from their actual divergence.













virtualize

 
/ˈvərCHo͞oəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (something) to a computer-generated simulation of reality




•
 
traditional universities have begun to virtualize parts of their curricula.










2.
 
create a virtual version of (a computing resource or facility).








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
virtualization

 
/ˌvərCHo͞oəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvərCHo͞oələˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
virtualizer






noun





















virtually

 
/ˈvərCH(o͞o)əlē/






adverb



1.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — nearly; almost




•
 
virtually all those arrested were accused




•
 
the college became virtually bankrupt.










2.
 
by means of virtual reality techniques.




3.
 
by means of a computer; computationally.













virtual memory

 
virtual storage






noun






[Computing]

 memory that appears to exist as main storage although most of it is supported by data held in secondary storage, transfer between the two being made automatically as required.













virtual office






noun




the operational domain of any business or organization whose workforce includes a significant proportion of workers using technology to perform their work at home.














virtual pet






noun




another term for cyberpet
 .













virtual private network

 
/ˌvɜːrCHo͞oəlˌprīvətˈnetwɜːrk /

 
VPN






noun






[Computing]

 a method employing encryption to provide secure access to a remote computer over the Internet.














virtual reality

 
/ˈˌvərCH(əw)əl rēˈalədē/






noun






[Computing]

 the computer-generated simulation of a three-dimensional image or environment that can be interacted with in a seemingly real or physical way by a person using special electronic equipment, such as a helmet with a screen inside or gloves fitted with sensors.













virtue

 
/ˈvərCHo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
behavior showing high moral standards




•
 
paragons of virtue.










2.
 
a quality considered morally good or desirable in a person




•
 
patience is a virtue.










3.
 
a good or useful quality of a thing




•
 
Mike was extolling the virtues of the car




•
 
there's 
no virtue in

 suffering in silence.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 virginity or chastity, especially of a woman.




5.
 
(
virtues

 )
 — (in traditional Christian angelology) the seventh highest order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
by (or in) virtue of






because or as a result of.









2.
 
make a virtue of






derive benefit or advantage from submitting to (an unwelcome obligation or unavoidable circumstance).












III.
 
derivatives





virtueless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vertu

 , from Latin 
virtus

 ‘valor, merit, moral perfection,’ from 
vir

 ‘man.’





virtuosity

 
/ˌvərCHəˈwäsədē/






noun




great skill in music or another artistic pursuit




•
 
a performance of considerable virtuosity.



















virtuoso

 
/ˌvərCHəˈwōsō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person highly skilled in music or another artistic pursuit




•
 
a celebrated clarinet virtuoso




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
virtuoso guitar playing.










2.
 
a person with a special knowledge of or interest in works of art or curios.








II.
 
derivatives





virtuosic

 
/ˌvərCHo͞oˈäsik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘learned, skillful,’ from late Latin 
virtuosus

 (see virtuous
 ).






virtuous

 
/ˈvərCHo͞oəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing high moral standards




•
 
she considered herself very virtuous because she neither drank nor smoked.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (especially of a woman) chaste.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
virtuously

 
/ˈvərCHəwəslē /






adverb













2.
 
virtuousness

 
/ˈvərCHo͞oəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vertuous

 , from late Latin 
virtuosus

 , from 
virtus

 ‘virtue.’





virulence gene

 
/ˈvir(y)ələns ˌjēn/






noun




a gene whose presence or activity in an organism's genome is responsible for the pathogenicity of an infective agent.













virulent

 
/ˈvir(y)ələnt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a disease or poison) extremely severe or harmful in its effects.




2.
 
(of a pathogen, especially a virus) highly infective.




3.
 
bitterly hostile




•
 
a virulent attack on liberalism.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
virulence

 
/ˈvir(y)ələns /






noun













2.
 
virulently

 
/ˈvir(y)ələn(t)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally describing a poisoned wound): from Latin 
virulentus

 , from 
virus

 ‘poison’ (see virus
 ).






virus

 
/ˈvīrəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an infective agent that typically consists of a nucleic acid molecule in a protein coat, is too small to be seen by light microscopy, and is able to multiply only within the living cells of a host


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a virus infection.










2.
 
an infection or disease caused by a virus.




3.
 
a harmful or corrupting influence




•
 
the virus of cruelty that is latent in all human beings.










4.
 
(also 
computer virus

 )
 — a piece of code that is capable of copying itself and typically has a detrimental effect, such as corrupting the system or destroying data.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the venom of a snake): from Latin, literally ‘slimy liquid, poison.’ The earlier medical sense, superseded by the current use as a result of improved scientific understanding, was ‘a substance produced in the body as the result of disease, esp. one that is capable of infecting others with the same disease.’





Vis.






abbreviation




Viscount.













visa

 
/ˈvēzə/





I.
 
noun




an endorsement on a passport indicating that the holder is allowed to enter, leave, or stay for a specified period of time in a country.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via French from Latin 
visa

 , past participle (neuter plural) of 
videre

 ‘to see.’






visage

 
/ˈvizij/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 a person's face, with reference to the form or proportions of the features




•
 
an elegant, angular visage.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a person's facial expression




•
 
there was something hidden behind his visage of cheerfulness.










3.
 


‹literary›

 the surface of an object presented to view




•
 
the moonlit visage of the port's whitewashed buildings.














II.
 
derivatives





visaged






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a stern-visaged old man

























– origin

 Middle English: via Old French from Latin 
visus

 ‘sight,’ from 
videre

 ‘to see.’





Visakhapatnam

 
/viˌSHäkəˈpətnəm/






a port on the coast of Andhra Pradesh, in southeastern India; pop. 1,058,200 (est. 2009).









Visalia

 
/viˈsālyə, vī-/






a city in south central California, in the San Joaquin Valley; pop. 121,040 (est. 2008).









vis-à-vis

 
/ˌvēzəˈvē/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in relation to; with regard to




•
 
many agencies now have a unit to deal with women's needs vis-à-vis employment.










2.
 
as compared with; as opposed to




•
 
the advantage for U.S. exports is the value of the dollar vis-à-vis other currencies.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 in a position facing a specified or implied subject




•
 
he was there 
vis-à-vis with

 Miss Arundel.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a person or group occupying a corresponding position to that of another person or group in a different area or domain; a counterpart




•
 
his admiration for the US armed services extends to their vis-à-vis, the Russian military.










2.
 
a face-to-face meeting




•
 
the dreaded vis-à-vis with his boss.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: French, literally ‘face to face,’ from Old French 
vis

 ‘face.’ / 
usage:

 The expression 
vis-à-vis

 literally means ‘face to face.’ Avoid using it to mean ‘about, concerning,’ as in he wanted to talk to me vis-à-vis next weekend. In the sense ‘in contrast, comparison, or relation to,’ however, 
vis-à-vis

 is generally acceptable: let us consider government regulations vis-à-vis employment rates.





Visc.






abbreviation




Viscount.













viscacha

 
/viˈskäCHə/





I.
 
noun




a large South American burrowing rodent of the chinchilla family, sometimes hunted for its fur and flesh.

[Genera 
Lagidium

 and 
Lagostomus

 , family 
Chinchillidae

 : four species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: via Spanish from Quechua 
(h)uiscacha

 .






viscera

 
/ˈvisərə/





I.
 
plural noun




the internal organs in the main cavities of the body, especially those in the abdomen, e.g., the intestines.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin, plural of 
viscus

 (see viscus
 ).





visceral

 
/ˈvis(ə)rəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the viscera




•
 
the visceral nervous system.










2.
 
relating to deep inward feelings rather than to the intellect




•
 
the voters' visceral fear of change.














II.
 
derivatives





viscerally






adverb





















viscerotropic

 
/ˌvisərəˈtrōpik, -ˈträpik/






adjective




(of a microorganism) tending to attack or affect the viscera.













viscid

 
/ˈvisid/





I.
 
adjective




glutinous; sticky




•
 
the viscid mucus lining of the intestine.














II.
 
derivatives





viscidity

 
/vəˈsidədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from late Latin 
viscidus

 , from Latin 
viscum

 ‘birdlime.’





viscoelasticity

 
/ˌviskō-iˌlasˈtisitē, -ˌēla-/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the property of a substance of exhibiting both elastic and viscous behavior, the application of stress causing temporary deformation if the stress is quickly removed but permanent deformation if it is maintained.








II.
 
derivatives





viscoelastic

 
/ˌ-iˈlastik /






adjective






















viscometer

 
/vəˈskämədər/





I.
 
noun




an instrument for measuring the viscosity of liquids.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viscometric

 
/ˌviskəˈmetrik /






adjective













2.
 
viscometrically

 
/ˌviskəˈmetrik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
viscometry

 
/-ətrē /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin 
viscosus

 ‘viscous’ + -meter
 .





Visconti, Luchino

 
/vəˈskäntē/






(1906–76), Italian movie and theater director; full name 
Don Luchino Visconti, Conte di Modrone

 . His movies include 
Obsession

 (1943), 
The Leopard

 (1963), and 
Death in Venice

 (1971).









viscose

 
/ˈvisˌkōs ˈvisˌkōz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a viscous orange-brown solution obtained by treating cellulose with sodium hydroxide and carbon disulfide, used as the basis of manufacturing rayon fiber and transparent cellulose film.




2.
 
rayon fabric or fiber made from this.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from late Latin 
viscosus

 , from Latin 
viscus

 ‘birdlime.’





viscosimeter

 
/ˌviskəˈsimidər/






noun




another term for viscometer
 .













viscosity

 
/ˌviˈskäsədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being thick, sticky, and semifluid in consistency, due to internal friction.




2.
 
a quantity expressing the magnitude of internal friction, as measured by the force per unit area resisting a flow in which parallel layers unit distance apart have unit speed relative to one another.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
viscosite

 or medieval Latin 
viscositas

 , from late Latin 
viscosus

 (see viscous
 ).





viscount

 
/ˈvīˌkount/





I.
 
noun




a British nobleman ranking above a baron and below an earl.








II.
 
derivatives





viscountcy

 
/ˈvīˌkoun(t)sē /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
visconte

 , from medieval Latin 
vicecomes

 , 
vicecomit-

 (see vice-
 , count
 2
 ).





viscountess

 
/ˈvīˌkoun(t)əs/






noun



1.
 
the wife or widow of a viscount.




2.
 
a woman holding the rank of viscount in her own right.













viscounty

 
/ˈvīˌkoun(t)ē/






noun




the land under the authority of a viscount.














viscous

 
/ˈviskəs/





I.
 
adjective




having a thick, sticky consistency between solid and liquid; having a high viscosity




•
 
viscous lava.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viscously






adverb













2.
 
viscousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
viscous

 or late Latin 
viscosus

 , from Latin 
viscum

 ‘birdlime.’






viscus

 
/ˈviskəs/





I.
 
singular form of viscera
 .







– origin

 Latin.






vise

 
/vīs /

 


‹Brit.›

 vice





I.
 
noun




a metal tool with movable jaws that are used to hold an object firmly in place while work is done on it, typically attached to a workbench.








II.
 
derivatives





viselike

 
/ˈvīsˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a screw or winch): from Old French 
vis

 , from Latin 
vitis

 ‘vine.’





vishing

 
/ˈviSHiNG/





I.
 
noun




the fraudulent practice of making phone calls or leaving voice messages purporting to be from reputable companies in order to induce individuals to reveal personal information, such as bank details and credit card numbers




•
 
many victims of vishing are people who are not tech-savvy.














II.
 
derivatives





visher

 
/ˈviSHər /






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of voice
 and phishing
 .





Vishnu

 
/ˈviSHno͞o /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
a god, originally a minor Vedic god, now regarded by his worshipers as the supreme deity and savior, by others as the preserver of the cosmos in a triad with Brahma and Shiva. Vishnu is considered by Hindus to have had nine earthly incarnations or avatars, including Rama, Krishna, and the historical Buddha; the tenth avatar will herald the end of the world.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Vishnuism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
Vishnuite

 
/-ˌīt /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from Sanskrit 
Viṣṇu

 .





visibility

 
/ˌvizəˈbilədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being able to see or be seen




•
 
a reduction in police presence and visibility on the streets.










2.
 
the distance one can see as determined by light and weather conditions




•
 
visibility was down to 15 yards.










3.
 
the degree to which something has attracted general attention; prominence




•
 
the issue began to lose its visibility.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
visibilite

 or late Latin 
visibilitas

 , from Latin 
visibilis

 (see visible
 ).






visible

 
/ˈvizəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be seen




•
 
the church spire is visible from miles away.










2.
 


[Physics]

 (of light) within the range of wavelengths to which the eye is sensitive.




3.
 
able to be perceived or noticed easily




•
 
a visible improvement.










4.
 
in a position of public prominence




•
 
a highly visible member of the royal entourage.










5.
 
of or relating to imports or exports of tangible commodities




•
 
the visible trade gap.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
visibleness






noun













2.
 
visibly

 
/ˈvizəblē /






adverb






•
 
he was visibly uncomfortable

























– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
visibilis

 , from 
videre

 ‘to see.’





Visigoth

 
/ˈvizəˌɡäTH/





I.
 
noun




a member of the branch of the Goths who invaded the Roman Empire between the 3rd and 5th centuries 
AD

 and ruled much of Spain until overthrown by the Moors in 711.








II.
 
derivatives





Visigothic

 
/ˌvizēˈɡäTHik /






adjective



















– origin

 from late Latin 
Visigothus

 , the first element possibly meaning ‘west’ (compare with Ostrogoth
 ).






vision

 
/ˈviZHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the faculty or state of being able to see




•
 
she had defective vision.










2.
 
the ability to think about or plan the future with imagination or wisdom




•
 
the organization had lost its vision and direction.










3.
 
a mental image of what the future will or could be like




•
 
a vision of retirement.










4.
 
the images seen on a television screen.




5.
 
an experience of seeing someone or something in a dream or trance, or as a supernatural apparition




•
 
the idea came to him in a vision.










6.
 
(often 
visions

 )
 — a vivid mental image, especially a fanciful one of the future




•
 
he 
had visions of

 becoming the Elton John of his time.










7.
 
a person or sight of unusual beauty.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 imagine.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
visional

 
/ˈviZH(ə)n(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
visionless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (denoting a supernatural apparition): via Old French from Latin 
visio(n-)

 , from 
videre

 ‘to see.’





visionary

 
/ˈviZHəˌnerē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a person) thinking about or planning the future with imagination or wisdom




•
 
a visionary leader.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a scheme or idea) not practical.




3.
 
of, relating to, or able to see visions in a dream or trance, or as a supernatural apparition




•
 
a visionary experience.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 existing only in a vision or in the imagination.








II.
 
noun




a person with original ideas about what the future will or could be like.








III.
 
derivatives





visionariness






noun





















visioning

 
/ˈviZHəniNG/






noun



1.
 
the development of a plan, goal, or vision for the future




•
 
months of visioning and dedicated effort have culminated in the building of a cultural center.










2.
 
the action or fact of seeing visions.













vision quest






noun




an attempt to achieve a vision of a future guardian spirit, traditionally undertaken at puberty by boys of the Plains Indian peoples, typically through fasting or self-torture.














visit

 
/ˈvizit/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go to see and spend time with (someone) socially




•
 
I came to visit my grandmother




•
 


(N. Amer.)

 he went out to 
visit with

 his pals.










2.
 
stay temporarily with (someone) or at (a place) as a guest or tourist




•
 
we hope you enjoy your stay and will visit us again




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I don't live here—I'm only visiting.










3.
 
go to see (someone or something) for a specific purpose, such as to make an inspection or to receive or give professional advice or help




•
 
inspectors visit all the hotels.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 chat




•
 
there was nothing to do but visit with one another.










5.
 
go to (a website or web page)




•
 
visit us at www.flycreekcidermill.com.










6.
 
(chiefly in biblical use) (of God) come to (a person or place) in order to bring comfort or salvation.




7.
 
inflict (something harmful or unpleasant) on someone




•
 
the mockery 
visited upon

 him by his schoolmates.










8.
 
(of something harmful or unpleasant) afflict (someone)




•
 
they were 
visited with

 epidemics of a strange disease.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 punish (a person or a wrongful act)




•
 
offenses were visited with the loss of eyes or ears.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of going or coming to see a person or place socially, as a tourist, or for some other purpose




•
 
a visit to the doctor.










2.
 
a temporary stay with a person or at a place.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an informal conversation.








III.
 
derivatives





visitable






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
visiter

 or Latin 
visitare

 ‘go to see,’ frequentative of 
visare

 ‘to view,’ from 
videre

 ‘to see.’





visitability

 
/ˌvizidəˈbilədē/






noun




a measure of a place's ease of access for people with disabilities




•
 
we endeavor to create a community that is not only accessible, but is also a model of visitability.



















visitant

 
/ˈvizədənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 a supernatural being or agency; an apparition.




2.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 
‹archaic›

 a visitor or guest.




3.
 


‹chiefly literary›

 
[Ornithology]

 a visitor.








II.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 paying a visit




•
 
the housekeeper was abrupt with the poor visitant niece.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
visitant-

 ‘going to see,’ from the verb 
visitare

 (see visit
 ).





visitation

 
/ˌvizəˈtāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an official or formal visit, in particular




2.
 
(in church use) an official visit of inspection, especially one by a bishop to a church in the bishop's diocese.




3.
 
the appearance of a divine or supernatural being.




4.
 


(US)

 a gathering with the family of a deceased person before the funeral.




5.
 


[Law]

 a divorced person's right to spend time with their children in the custody of a former spouse.




6.
 
a disaster or difficulty regarded as a divine punishment




•
 
a visitation of the plague.










7.
 
(
the Visitation

 )
 — the visit of the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth related in Luke 1:39–56.




8.
 
the festival commemorating the Visitation on May 31 (formerly July 2).











– origin

 Middle English: from Old French, or from late Latin 
visitatio(n-)

 , from the verb 
visitare

 (see visit
 ).





visitatorial

 
/ˌvizədəˈtôrēəl/






adjective




another term for visitorial
 .













visiting

 
/ˈvizidiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) on a visit to a person or place




•
 
a visiting speaker.










2.
 
(of an academic) working for a fixed period of time at another institution




•
 
a visiting professor.



















visiting card

 
/ˈvizidiNG ˌkärd/






noun




British term for calling card
 .













visiting fireman

 
/ˈvizidiNG ˈfī(ə)rmən/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an important visitor to a city or organization who is given an official welcome and especially cordial treatment.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a visitor or tourist who is accorded special attention because they are expected to spend extravagantly.













visiting hours






plural noun




a designated time when visitors may come to see a person in a hospital or other institution.













visiting nurse

 
/ˈdistrikt nərs/






noun




a nurse who visits and treats patients in their homes, operating as part of a social service agency.













visiting professor






noun




a professor on a short-term contract to teach at a college or university other than the one that mainly employs them.













visitor

 
/ˈvizidər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person visiting a person or place, especially socially or as a tourist.




2.
 
(usu. 
visitors

 )
 — a member of a sports team on tour or playing away from home.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a person with the right or duty of occasionally inspecting and reporting on a college or other academic institution.




4.
 


[Ornithology]

 a migratory bird present in a locality for only part of the year.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
visitour

 , from Old French 
visiter

 (see visit
 ).






visitorial

 
/ˌvizəˈtôrēəl/






adjective




of or relating to an official visitor or visitation




•
 
visitorial jurisdiction.




















Visking

 
/ˈviskiNG /

 
Visking tubing





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of seamless cellulose tubing used as a membrane in dialysis and as an edible casing for sausages.











– origin

 1930s: named after the 
Visking

 Corporation of Chicago, Illinois.





vis medicatrix naturae

 
/ˈvis ˌmediˈkātriks nəˈto͝orē, ˈwēs ˌmediˈkätriks näˈto͝orˌī/





I.
 
noun




the body's natural ability to heal itself.











– origin

 Latin, ‘the healing power of nature.’





visna

 
/ˈvisnə/





I.
 
noun






[Veterinary Medicine]

 a fatal disease of sheep in which there is progressive demyelination of neurons in the brain and spinal cord, caused by a virus.











– origin

 1950s: from Old Norse, ‘to wither.’






visor

 
/ˈvīzər /

 
vizor





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stiff brim at the front of a cap.




2.
 
a movable part of a helmet that can be pulled down to cover the face.




3.
 
a screen for protecting the eyes from unwanted light, especially one at the top of a vehicle windshield.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a mask.








II.
 
derivatives





visored

 
/ˈvīzərd /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
viser

 , from Old French 
vis

 ‘face,’ from Latin 
visus

 (see visage
 ).





Visqueen

 
/ˈviskwēn/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a durable polyethylene sheeting, used in various building applications and in the manufacture of waterproof household articles.











– origin

 1940s: from Visking
 , with humorous alteration of 
-king

 to 
-queen

 .





vista

 
/ˈvistə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pleasing view, especially one seen through a long, narrow opening




•
 
a vista of church spires.










2.
 
a mental view of a succession of remembered or anticipated events




•
 
vistas of freedom seemed to open ahead of him.

















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘view,’ from 
visto

 ‘seen,’ past participle of 
vedere

 ‘see,’ from Latin 
videre

 .





Vista

 
/ˈvistə/






a city in southwestern California, north of San Diego; pop. 91,144 (est. 2008).









VISTA

 
/ˈvistə/






abbreviation




Volunteers in Service to America.













vista dome






noun






(N. Amer.)

 an observation compartment in the roof of a passenger car on a train.













Vistavision

 
/ˈvistəˌviZHən/






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a form of widescreen cinematography employing standard 35 mm film in such a way as to give a larger projected image using ordinary methods of projection.














Vistula

 
/ˈvisCHələ/






a river in Poland that rises in the Carpathian Mountains and flows north for 592 miles (940 km) through Cracow and Warsaw, to the Baltic Sea near Gdańsk.

Polish name Wisła
 .









visual

 
/ˈviZH(o͞o)əl/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to seeing or sight




•
 
visual perception.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
visuals

 )


1.
 
a picture, piece of film, or display used to illustrate or accompany something.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
visuality

 
/ˌviZHo͞oˈalədē /






noun













2.
 
visually

 
/ˈviZH(ə)wəlē ˈviZHəlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally describing a beam imagined to proceed from the eye and make vision possible): from late Latin 
visualis

 , from Latin 
visus

 ‘sight,’ from 
videre

 ‘to see.’ The current noun sense dates from the 1950s.





visual acuity






noun




sharpness of vision, measured by the ability to discern letters or numbers at a given distance according to a fixed standard.













visual agnosia






noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which a person can see but cannot recognize or interpret visual information, due to a disorder in the parietal lobes.













visual aid






noun

 — (usu. 
visual aids

 )


1.
 
an item of illustrative matter, such as a film, slide, or model, designed to supplement written or spoken information so that it can be understood more easily.













visual angle






noun






[Optics]

 the angle formed at the eye by rays from the extremities of an object viewed.













visual binary






noun






[Astronomy]

 a binary star of which the components are sufficiently far apart to be resolved by an optical telescope.













visual cortex






noun






[Anatomy]

 the part of the cerebral cortex that receives and processes sensory nerve impulses from the eyes.













visual field






noun




another term for field of vision
 .













visualize

 
/ˈviZH(o͞o)əˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form a mental image of; imagine




•
 
it is not easy to visualize the future.










2.
 
make (something) visible to the eye




•
 
the cells were better visualized by staining.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
visualizable






adjective













2.
 
visualization

 
/ˌviZHələˈzāSHən ˌviZH(ə)wələˈzāSHən ˌviZHəˌlīˈzāSHən ˌviZH(ə)wəˌlīˈzāSHən /






noun





















visual purple






noun




another term for rhodopsin
 .













visual ray






noun






[Optics]

 an imaginary line representing the path of light from an object to the eye.













visuomotor

 
/ˌviZHəwōˈmōdər/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
relating to or denoting the coordination of movement and visual perception by the brain.













visuospatial

 
/ˌviZHəwōˈspāSH(ə)l/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


[Psychology]

 relating to or denoting the visual perception of the spatial relationships of objects.













vita

 
/ˈvītə, ˈvē-/






noun






(US)

 a biography or résumé.














vital

 
/ˈvīdl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
absolutely necessary or important; essential




•
 
secrecy is of vital importance




•
 
it is vital that the system is regularly maintained.










2.
 
indispensable to the continuance of life




•
 
the vital organs.










3.
 
full of energy; lively




•
 
a beautiful, vital girl.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 fatal




•
 
the wound is vital.














II.
 
noun

 — (
vitals

 )


1.
 
the body's important internal organs, especially the gut or the genitalia.




2.
 
short for vital signs
 .








III.
 
derivatives





vitally

 
/ˈvīdlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English (describing the animating principle of living beings, also 
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective): via Old French from Latin 
vitalis

 , from 
vita

 ‘life.’ The sense ‘essential’ dates from the early 17th cent.





vital capacity






noun




the greatest volume of air that can be expelled from the lungs after taking the deepest possible breath.













vital force






noun



1.
 
the energy or spirit that animates living creatures; the soul.




2.
 


[Philosophy]

 (in some theories, particularly that of Bergson) a hypothetical force, independent of physical and chemical forces, regarded as being the causative factor in the evolution and development of living organisms.

[translating French 
élan vital

 .]




3.
 
a person or thing that gives something vitality and strength




•
 
he was a vital force in British music.



















vitalism

 
/ˈvīdlˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the theory that the origin and phenomena of life are dependent on a force or principle distinct from purely chemical or physical forces.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vitalist

 
/ˈvīd(ə)list /






noun, adjective













2.
 
vitalistic

 
/ˌvīd(ə)lˈistik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French 
vitalisme

 , or from vital
 + -ism
 .





vitality

 
/vīˈtalədē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of being strong and active; energy




•
 
changes that will give renewed vitality to our democracy.










2.
 
the power giving continuance of life, present in all living things




•
 
the vitality of seeds.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
vitalitas

 , from 
vitalis

 (see vital
 ).





vitalize

 
/ˈvīdlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give strength and energy to




•
 
yoga calms and vitalizes body and mind.














II.
 
derivatives





vitalization

 
/ˌvītl-əˈzāSHən /






noun






















vital signs






plural noun




clinical measurements, specifically pulse rate, temperature, respiration rate, and blood pressure, that indicate the state of a patient's essential body functions.













vital statistics

 
/ˈvītl stəˌtistiks/






plural noun



1.
 
quantitative data concerning a population, such as the number of births, marriages, and deaths.




2.
 


‹informal›

 the measurements of a woman's bust, waist, and hips.














vitamin

 
/ˈvīdəmən/





I.
 
noun




any of a group of organic compounds that are essential for normal growth and nutrition and are required in small quantities in the diet because they cannot be synthesized by the body.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin 
vita

 ‘life’ + amine
 , because vitamins were originally thought to contain an amino acid.






vitamin A






noun




another term for retinol
 .














vitamin B






noun




any of a group of substances (the 
vitamin B complex

 ) that are essential for the working of certain enzymes in the body and, although not chemically related, are generally found together in the same foods. They include thiamine (
vitamin B1


 ), riboflavin (
vitamin B2


 ), pyridoxine (
vitamin B6


 ), and cyanocobalamin (
vitamin B12


 ).














vitamin C

 
/ˈvīdəmən sē/






noun




another term for ascorbic acid
 .














vitamin D






noun




any of a group of vitamins found in liver and fish oils, essential for the absorption of calcium and the prevention of rickets in children and osteomalacia in adults. They include calciferol (
vitamin D2


 ) and cholecalciferol (
vitamin D3


 ).













vitamin E






noun




another term for tocopherol
 .














vitamin H






noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for biotin
 .














vitamin K






noun




any of a group of vitamins found mainly in green leaves and essential for the blood-clotting process. They include phylloquinone (
vitamin K1


 ), menaquinone (
vitamin K2


 ), and menadione (
vitamin K3


 ).














vitamin M






noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for folic acid
 .













vitamin P






noun






(chiefly US)

 the bioflavonoids, regarded collectively as a vitamin.














Vitebsk

 
/ˈvētepsk/






Russian name for Vitsebsk
 .









vitelli

 
/vəˈtelˌī, vī-, -ˈtelē/






plural form of vitellus
 .









vitellin

 
/vəˈtelən vīˈtelən/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the chief protein constituent of egg yolk.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from vitellus
 + -in
 1
 .





vitelline

 
/vəˈtelən vīˈtelən vīˈtelēn vəˈtelēn/





I.
 
adjective






[Zoology]

 
[Embryology]

 of or relating to the yolk (or yolk sac) of an egg or embryo, or to yolk-producing organs.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘colored like egg yolk’): from medieval Latin 
vitellinus

 , from 
vitellus

 (see vitellus
 ).





vitelline membrane






noun






[Embryology]

 a transparent membrane surrounding and secreted by the fertilized ovum, preventing the entry of further spermatozoa.













Vitellius, Aulus

 
/vəˈtelēəs/






(15–69), Roman emperor. He was acclaimed emperor in January 69 by the legions in Germany during the civil wars that followed the death of Nero. He defeated Otho but was killed by the supporters of Vespasian.









vitellogenin

 
/vīˈteləˌjenən, və-/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a protein present in the blood, from which the substance of egg yolk is derived.











– origin

 1960s: from vitellus
 + -gen
 + -in
 1
 .






vitellus

 
/vəˈteləs vīˈteləs/





I.
 
noun






[Embryology]

 the yolk of an egg or ovum.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘yolk.’






vitex

 
/ˈvīteks/






noun



1.
 
another term for chaste tree
 .




2.
 
a medicinal preparation extracted from the berries of the chaste tree, used to treat gynecological conditions.













vitiate

 
/ˈviSHēˌāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹formal›

 spoil or impair the quality or efficiency of




•
 
development programs have been vitiated by the rise in population.










2.
 


‹formal›

 destroy or impair the legal validity of.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vitiation

 
/ˌviSHēˈāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
vitiator

 
/-ˌātər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
vitiat-

 ‘impaired,’ from the verb 
vitiare

 , from 
vitium

 (see vice
 1
 ).





viticulture

 
/ˈvidəˌkəlCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the cultivation of grapevines.




2.
 
the study of grape cultivation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viticultural

 
/ˌvidəˈkəlCH(ə)rəl /






adjective













2.
 
viticulturist

 
/ˈvidəˌkəl(t)SH(ə)rəst /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Latin 
vitis

 ‘vine’ + culture
 , on the pattern of words such as 
agriculture

 .





Viti Levu

 
/ˈvētē ˈlāˌvo͞o, ˈlevˌo͞o/






the largest of the Fiji islands. Its chief settlement is Suva.










vitiligo

 
/ˌvīdlˈīɡō ˌvidlˈīɡō ˌvīdlˈēɡō/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which the pigment is lost from areas of the skin, causing whitish patches, often with no clear cause.

Also called leucoderma
 .











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘tetter.’





Vitoria

 
/vəˈtôrēə/






a city in northeastern Spain, capital of the Basque Provinces; pop. 232,477 (2008).









Vitória

 
/viˈtôrēə/






a port in eastern Brazil, capital of the state of Espírito Santo; pop. 314,042 (2007).









vitrectomy

 
/vəˈtrektəmē/






noun




the surgical operation of removing the vitreous humor from the eyeball.













vitreous

 
/ˈvitrēəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
like glass in appearance or physical properties.




2.
 
(of a substance) derived from or containing glass




•
 
the toilet and bidet are made of vitreous china.














II.
 
derivatives





vitreousness






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vitreus

 (from 
vitrum

 ‘glass’) + -ous
 .






vitreous humor






noun




the transparent jellylike tissue filling the eyeball behind the lens.

Compare with aqueous humor
 .













vitrescent

 
/vəˈtres(ə)nt/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 capable of or susceptible to being turned into glass.








II.
 
derivatives





vitrescence






noun



















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Latin 
vitrum

 ‘glass’ + -escent
 .





vitriform

 
/ˈvitrəˌfôrm/






adjective




having the form or appearance of glass.













vitrify

 
/ˈvitrəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert (something) into glass or a glasslike substance, typically by exposure to heat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vitrifaction

 
/ˌvitrəˈfakSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
vitrifiable

 
/ˌvitrəˈfīəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
vitrification

 
/ˌvitrəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
vitrifier

 or based on Latin 
vitrum

 ‘glass.’





vitrine

 
/vəˈtrēn/





I.
 
noun




a glass display case.











– origin

 French, from 
vitre

 ‘glass pane.’





vitriol

 
/ˈvitrēəl ˈvitrēˌôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
cruel and bitter criticism




•
 
her mother's sudden gush of fury and vitriol.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 sulfuric acid.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting the sulfate of various metals): from Old French, or from medieval Latin 
vitriolum

 , from Latin 
vitrum

 ‘glass.’





vitriolic

 
/ˌvitrēˈälik/





I.
 
adjective




filled with bitter criticism or malice




•
 
vitriolic attacks on the politicians




•
 
vitriolic outbursts.














II.
 
derivatives





vitriolically






adverb





















Vitruvius

 
/vəˈtro͞ovēəs/






(
fl.

 1st century 
BC

 ), Roman architect and military engineer; full name 
Marcus Vitruvius Pollio

 . He wrote a comprehensive 10-volume treatise on architecture.










Vitsebsk

 
/ˈvētˌsepsk/






a city in northeastern Belarus; pop. 347,500 (est. 2009).

Russian name Vitebsk
 .









vitta

 
/ˈvidə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Botany]

 an oil tube in the fruit of some plants.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a band or stripe of color.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘band, chaplet.’





vittle






noun






‹archaic›

 variant spelling of victual
 .













vituperate

 
/vəˈtyo͞opərāt vīˈt(y)o͞opəˌrāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 blame or insult (someone) in strong or violent language.








II.
 
derivatives





vituperator

 
/vəˈt(y)o͞opəˌrādər vīˈt(y)o͞opəˌrādər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
vituperat-

 ‘censured, disparaged,’ from the verb 
vituperare

 , from 
vitium

 ‘fault’ + 
parare

 ‘prepare.’





vituperation

 
/vəˌt(y)o͞opəˈrāSHən vīˌt(y)o͞opəˈrāSHən/






noun




bitter and abusive language




•
 
no one else attracted such vituperation from him.



















vituperative

 
/vīˈt(y)o͞opəˌrādiv vəˈt(y)o͞op(ə)rədiv/






adjective




bitter and abusive




•
 
the criticism soon turned into a vituperative attack.



















Vitus, St.

 
/ˈvītəs/






(died 
c.

 300), Christian martyr. He is the patron of those who suffer from epilepsy and certain nervous disorders, including St. Vitus's dance (Sydenham's chorea). Feast day, June 15.










viva

 
/ˈvēvə/





I.
 
exclamation




long live! (used to express acclaim or support for a specified person or thing)




•
 
“Viva Mexico!”














II.
 
noun




a cry of the exclamation "Viva!" as a salute or cheer.











– origin

 Italian and Spanish.





vivace

 
/vēˈväˌCHā vēˈväˌCHē viˈväˌCHā /

 

‹Music›






I.
 
adverb, adjective




(especially as a direction) in a lively and brisk manner.








II.
 
noun




a passage or movement marked to be performed vivace.











– origin

 Italian, ‘brisk, lively,’ from Latin 
vivax

 , 
vivac-

 .





vivacious

 
/vəˈvāSHəs vīˈvāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a woman) attractively lively and animated.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vivaciously

 
/vəˈvāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
vivaciousness

 
/vəˈvāSHəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vivax

 , 
vivac-

 ‘lively, vigorous’ (from 
vivere

 ‘to live’) + -ious
 .





vivacity

 
/viˈvasədē/






noun




(especially in a woman) the quality of being attractively lively and animated




•
 
he was struck by her vivacity, humor and charm.



















Vivaldi, Antonio

 
/viˈväldē, -ˈvôldē/






(1678–1741), Italian composer and violinist; known as 
the Red Priest

 ; full name 
Antonio Lucio Vivaldi

 . His feeling for texture and melody is evident in his numerous compositions such as 
The Four Seasons

 (concerto, 1725).









vivarium

 
/ˌvīˈverēəm/





I.
 
noun




an enclosure, container, or structure adapted or prepared for keeping animals under seminatural conditions for observation or study or as pets; an aquarium or terrarium.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘game enclosure, fishpond,’ from 
vivus

 ‘living,’ from 
vivere

 ‘to live.’





vivat

 
/ˈvēˌvat, -ˌvät, ˈvīˌvat/






exclamation, noun




Latin term for viva
 .













viva voce

 
/ˌvēvə ˈvōCHā ˌvīvə ˈvōsē/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of an examination) oral rather than written.








II.
 
adverb




orally rather than in writing.








III.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 an oral examination, typically for an academic qualification.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally ‘with the living voice.’





vive la différence

 
/ˌvēvə lä difəˈräns/





I.
 
exclamation






‹chiefly humorous›

 an expression of approval of difference, especially that between the sexes.











– origin

 from French, literally ‘long live the difference.’





viverrid

 
/vīˈverid, vi-/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a mammal of the civet family (
Viverridae

 ).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from modern Latin 
Viverridae

 , from Latin 
viverra

 ‘ferret.’





vivianite

 
/ˈvivēəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of a phosphate of iron that occurs as a secondary mineral in ore deposits. It is colorless when fresh but becomes blue or green with oxidization.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after John H. 
Vivian

 (1785–1855), British mineralogist, + -ite
 1
 .





vivid

 
/ˈvivid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
producing powerful feelings or strong, clear images in the mind




•
 
memories of that evening were still vivid




•
 
a vivid description.










2.
 
(of a color) intensely deep or bright.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a person or animal) lively and vigorous.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vividly

 
/ˈvividlē /






adverb













2.
 
vividness

 
/ˈvividnis /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vividus

 , from 
vivere

 ‘to live.’






vivify

 
/ˈvivəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enliven or animate




•
 
outings vivify learning for children.














II.
 
derivatives





vivification

 
/ˌvivəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
vivifier

 , from late Latin 
vivificare

 , from Latin 
vivus

 ‘living,’ from 
vivere

 ‘to live.’






viviparous

 
/vəˈvip(ə)rəs vīˈvipərəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) bringing forth live young that have developed inside the body of the parent.

Compare with oviparous
 and ovoviviparous
 .




2.
 


[Zoology]

 
[Botany]

 (of a plant) reproducing from buds that form plantlets while still attached to the parent plant, or from seeds that germinate within the fruit.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
viviparity

 
/ˌvivəˈperədē /






noun













2.
 
viviparously






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
viviparus

 (from 
vivus

 ‘alive’ + 
-parus

 ‘bearing’) + -ous
 .





vivisect

 
/ˈvivəˌsekt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
perform vivisection on (an animal) (used only by people who are opposed to the practice).








II.
 
derivatives





vivisector

 
/-tər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: back-formation from vivisection
 .






vivisection

 
/ˌvivəˈsekSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the practice of performing operations on live animals for the purpose of experimentation or scientific research (used only by people who are opposed to such work).




2.
 
ruthlessly sharp and detailed criticism or analysis




•
 
the vivisection of America's seamy underbelly.














II.
 
derivatives





vivisectionist

 
/ˌvivəˈsekSH(ə)nəst /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin 
vivus

 ‘living,’ on the pattern of 
dissection

 .





vixen

 
/ˈviksən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a female fox.




2.
 
a spiteful or quarrelsome woman.








II.
 
derivatives





vixenish

 
/ˈviks(ə)niSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English 
fixen

 , perhaps from the Old English adjective 
fyxen

 ‘of a fox’ The 
v-

 is from the form of the word in southern English dialect.





Viyella

 
/ˌvīˈelə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a fabric made from a twilled mixture of cotton and wool.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from 
Via Gellia

 , a valley in Derbyshire, north central England, where it was first made.






viz.

 
/viz/





I.
 
adverb




namely; in other words (used especially to introduce a gloss or explanation)




•
 
the first music reproducing media, viz., the music box and the player piano.

















– origin

 abbreviation of videlicet
 , 
z

 being a medieval Latin symbol for 
-et

 .





vizard

 
/ˈvizərd/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a mask or disguise.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: alteration of visor
 .






vizier

 
/vəˈzir/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a high official in some Muslim countries, especially in Turkey under Ottoman rule.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vizierate

 
/vəˈzirət /






noun













2.
 
vizierial

 
/-ˈzi(ə)rēəl /






adjective













3.
 
viziership

 
/-ˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: via Turkish from Arabic 
wazīr

 ‘caliph's chief counselor.’





vizsla

 
/ˈviZHlə, ˈvēzlə/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a breed of golden-brown pointer with large drooping ears.











– origin

 1940s: from the name of a town in Hungary.





VJ






abbreviation




video jockey.













V-J Day





I.
 
noun




the day (August 15) in 1945 on which Japan ceased fighting in World War II, or the day (September 2) when Japan formally surrendered.











– origin

 
V-J

 , abbreviation of 
Victory over Japan

 .





VLA






abbreviation




Very Large Array (telescope).














Vlach

 
/vläk, vlak/





I.
 
noun




a member of the indigenous population of Romania and Moldova, claiming descent from the inhabitants of the Roman province of Dacia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Vlach.











– origin

 from a Slavic word meaning ‘foreigner,’ from a Germanic word related to Old English 
Wælisc

 (see Welsh
 ). Compare with Wallachia
 .






Vladikavkaz

 
/ˌvladəˌkäfˈkäz, -ˈkäs/






a city in southwestern Russia, capital of the autonomous republic of North Ossetia; pop. 312,800 (est. 2008).

Former names Ordzhonikidze
 (1931–44 and 1954–93) and Dzaudzhikau
 (1944–54).









Vladimir

 
/ˈvladəˌmi(ə)r, vləˈd(y)ēmir/






a city in western Russia, east of Moscow; pop. 339,500 (est. 2008).









Vladimir I






(956–1015), grand prince of Kiev 980–1015; known as 
Vladimir the Great

 ; canonized as 
St. Vladimir

 . His marriage to a sister of the Byzantine emperor 
Basil II

 resulted in his conversion to Christianity. Feast day, July 15.









Vladivostok

 
/ˌvladəˈväsˌtäk, -vəˈstäk/






a city in southeastern Russia, on the coast of the Sea of Japan, capital of Primorsky; pop. 578,800 (est. 2008).









Vlaminck, Maurice de

 
/vləˈmaNGk, -ˈmaNk/






(1876–1958), French painter and writer. With Derain and Matisse he became a leading exponent of Fauvism.









vlast

 
/vläst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in countries of the former Soviet Union) political power or authority.




2.
 
(
the vlasti

 )
 — members of the government; people holding political power.











– origin

 Russian.





VLF






abbreviation




very low frequency (denoting radio waves of frequency 3–30 kHz and wavelength 10–100 km).













vlog

 
/vläɡ/





I.
 
noun




a blog in which the postings are primarily in video form.




•
 
you can add travel vlogs to the growing list of travel-related material popping up on the Web.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vlogger

 
/vläɡər /






noun













2.
 
vlogging






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of video
 and blog
 .






Vlorë

 
/ˈvlôrə/






a port in southwestern Albania, on the Adriatic coast; pop. 95,200 (est. 2009). Also called 
Vlona

 .

Italian name Valona
 .









VLSI






abbreviation






[Electronics]

 very large-scale integration, the process of integrating hundreds of thousands of components on a single silicon chip.














Vltava

 
/ˈvəltəvə/






a river in the Czech Republic that rises in the Bohemian Forest on the German–Czech border and flows north for 270 miles (435 km), passing through Prague before joining the Elbe River north of the city.

German name Moldau
 .









V-mail






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 short for voice mail
 .




2.
 
short for video mail
 .




3.
 
a method of microfilming US soldiers' mail to and from home to cut down on shipping costs during World War II, with “V” standing for “victory.”













VMD





I.
 
abbreviation




Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.











– origin

 from Latin 
Veterinariae Medicinae Doctor

 .





V-neck

 
/ˈvē ˌnek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a neckline of a garment, having straight sides meeting at a point to form a V-shape.




2.
 
a garment with a V-neck.








II.
 
derivatives





V-necked

 
/ˈvē ˌnekt /






adjective





















VOC






abbreviation




volatile organic compound.













voc.






abbreviation



1.
 
vocational.




2.
 


[Grammar]

 vocative.













vocab.






abbreviation




vocabulary.














vocable

 
/ˈvōkəbəl/





I.
 
noun




a word, especially with reference to form rather than meaning.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a name): from French, or from Latin 
vocabulum

 , from 
vocare

 ‘call.’





vocabulary

 
/vōˈkabyəˌlerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the body of words used in a particular language.




2.
 
words used on a particular occasion or in a particular sphere




•
 
the vocabulary of law




•
 
the term became part of business vocabulary.










3.
 
the body of words known to an individual person




•
 
he had a wide vocabulary.










4.
 
a list of difficult or unfamiliar words with an explanation of their meanings, accompanying a piece of specialist or foreign-language text.




5.
 
a range of artistic or stylistic forms, techniques, or movements




•
 
dance companies have their own vocabularies of movement.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a list of words with definitions or translations): from medieval Latin 
vocabularius

 , from Latin 
vocabulum

 (see vocable
 ).





vocal

 
/ˈvōk(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the human voice




•
 
nonlinguistic vocal effects like laughs and sobs.










2.
 


[Anatomy]

 used in the production of speech sounds




•
 
the vocal apparatus.










3.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a sound in speech) made with the voice rather than the breath alone; voiced.




4.
 
expressing opinions or feelings freely or loudly




•
 
he was vocal in condemning the action.










5.
 
(of music) consisting of or incorporating singing.








II.
 
noun

 — (often 
vocals

 )


1.
 
a part of a piece of music that is sung.




2.
 
a musical performance involving singing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vocality

 
/vōˈkalətē /






noun













2.
 
vocally

 
/ˈvōk(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vocalis

 , from 
vox

 , 
voc-

 (see voice
 ). Current senses of the noun date from the 1920s.





vocal cords

 
/ˈvōkəl kô(ə)rdz /

 
vocal folds






plural noun




folds of membranous tissue that project inward from the sides of the larynx to form a slit across the glottis in the throat, and whose edges vibrate in the airstream to produce the voice.













vocalese

 
/ˌvōkəˈlēz/






noun




a style of singing in which singers put words to jazz tunes, especially to previously improvised instrumental solos.

See scat
 2
 .













vocalic

 
/vōˈkalik vəˈkalik/






adjective






[Phonetics]

 of, relating to, or consisting of a vowel or vowels.













vocalise

 
/ˈvōkəˌlēz, ˌvōkəˈlēz/






noun



1.
 


[Music]

 a singing exercise using individual syllables or vowel sounds to develop flexibility and control of pitch and tone.




2.
 


[Music]

 a vocal passage consisting of a melody without words




•
 
the second movement is in the spirit of a vocalise.



















vocalism

 
/ˈvōkəˌlizəm/






noun



1.
 
the use of the voice or vocal organs in speech.




2.
 
the skill or art of exercising the voice in singing.




3.
 


[Phonetics]

 a vowel sound or articulation.




4.
 
a system of vowels used in a given language.













vocalist

 
/ˈvōkələst/






noun




a singer, typically one who regularly performs with a jazz or pop group.













vocalize

 
/ˈvōkəˌlīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter (a sound or word)




•
 
the child vocalizes a number of distinct sounds




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a warbler vocalized from a reed bed.










2.
 
express (something) with words




•
 
Gillie could scarcely vocalize her responses.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Music]

 sing with several notes to one vowel.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 change (a consonant) to a semivowel or vowel.




5.
 
write (a language such as Hebrew) with vowel points.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vocalization

 
/ˌvōkələˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvōkəˌlīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
vocalizer






noun





















vocal sac






noun






[Zoology]

 (in many male frogs) a loose fold of skin on each side of the mouth, which can be inflated to produce sound.













vocal score






noun




a musical score showing the voice parts in full, but with the accompaniment reduced or omitted.













vocation

 
/vōˈkāSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strong feeling of suitability for a particular career or occupation




•
 
not all of us have a vocation to be nurses or doctors.










2.
 
a person's employment or main occupation, especially regarded as particularly worthy and requiring great dedication




•
 
her vocation as a poet.










3.
 
a trade or profession.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin 
vocatio(n-)

 , from 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





vocational

 
/vōˈkāSH(ə)n(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to an occupation or employment




•
 
they supervised prisoners in vocational activities.










2.
 
(of education or training) directed at a particular occupation and its skills




•
 
vocational school




•
 
specialized vocational courses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vocationalism

 
/-ˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
vocationalize

 
/-ˌīz /






verb













3.
 
vocationally






adverb





















vocative

 
/ˈväkədiv /

 

‹Grammar›






I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a case of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives in Latin and other languages, used in addressing or invoking a person or thing.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a word in the vocative case.




2.
 
(
the vocative

 )
 — the vocative case.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
vocatif

 , 
-ive

 or Latin 
vocativus

 , from 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





vociferate

 
/vōˈsifərāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shout, complain, or argue loudly or vehemently




•
 
he then began to vociferate pretty loudly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he entered, vociferating curses.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vociferant

 
/-rənt /






adjective, noun













2.
 
vociferation

 
/vəˌsifəˈrāSH(ə)n /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
vociferat-

 ‘exclaimed,’ from the verb 
vociferari

 , from 
vox

 ‘voice’ + 
ferre

 ‘carry.’





vociferous

 
/vōˈsifərəs/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of a person or speech) vehement or clamorous




•
 
he was a vociferous opponent of the takeover.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vociferously

 
/vəˈsif(ə)rəslē /






adverb













2.
 
vociferousness

 
/vəˈsif(ə)rəsnəs /






noun





















vocoder

 
/ˈvōˌkōdər/





I.
 
noun




a synthesizer that produces sounds from an analysis of speech input.











– origin

 1930s: from voice
 + code
 + -er
 1
 .





VOD






abbreviation




video-on-demand.













vodcast

 
/ˈvädkast/





I.
 
noun




another term for videocast
 .




•
 
the short vodcast will take viewers through the five easy steps to completing your tax return online.














II.
 
derivatives





vodcasting






noun



















– origin

 early 21st cent.: blend of video
 and podcast
 .






vodka

 
/ˈvädkə/





I.
 
noun




an alcoholic spirit of Russian origin made by distillation of rye, wheat, or potatoes.











– origin

 Russian, diminutive of 
voda

 ‘water.’





vodun

 
/vōˈdo͞on/





I.
 
noun




another term for voodoo
 .











– origin

 Fon, ‘fetish.’





vog

 
/väg, vôg/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 (chiefly in Hawaii) smog or haze containing volcanic dust and gases




•
 
there was a layer of vog hanging over our side of the island this morning.

















– origin

 1980s: blend of volcanic
 and fog
 1
 or smog
 .





vogue

 
/vōɡ/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the prevailing fashion or style at a particular time




•
 
the vogue is to make realistic films.










2.
 
general acceptance or favor; popularity




•
 
the 1920s and 30s, when art deco was much 
in vogue

 .














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
popular; fashionable




•
 
“citizenship” was to be the government's vogue word.














III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance to music in such a way as to imitate the characteristic poses struck by a model on a catwalk.

[1980s: from the name of the fashion magazine 
Vogue

 .]








IV.
 
derivatives





voguish






adjective



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in 
the vogue

 , denoting the foremost place in popular estimation): from French, from Italian 
voga

 ‘rowing, fashion,’ from 
vogare

 ‘row, go well.’






voice

 
/vois/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the sound produced in a person's larynx and uttered through the mouth, as speech or song




•
 
Meg raised her voice




•
 
a worried tone of voice.










2.
 
an agency by which a particular point of view is expressed or represented




•
 
once the proud voice of middle-class conservatism, the paper had fallen on hard times.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the right to express an opinion




•
 
the new electoral system gives minority parties a voice.










4.
 
a particular opinion or attitude expressed




•
 
a dissenting voice.










5.
 
the ability to speak or sing




•
 
she'd 
lost her voice

 .










6.
 
(usu. 
voices

 )
 — the supposed utterance of a guiding spirit, typically giving instructions or advice.




7.
 
the distinctive tone or style of a literary work or author




•
 
she had strained and falsified her literary voice.










8.
 


[Music]

 the range of pitch or type of tone with which a person sings, such as soprano or tenor.




9.
 
a vocal part in a composition.




10.
 
a constituent part in a fugue.




11.
 
each of the notes or sounds able to be produced simultaneously by a musical instrument (especially an electronic one) or a computer.




12.
 
(in an electronic musical instrument) each of a number of preset or programmable tones.




13.
 


[Phonetics]

 sound uttered with resonance of the vocal cords (used in the pronunciation of vowels and certain consonants).




14.
 


[Grammar]

 a form or set of forms of a verb showing the relation of the subject to the action




•
 
the passive voice.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
express (something) in words




•
 
get teachers to voice their opinions on important subjects.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
voiced

 )
 — 

[Phonetics]

 utter (a speech sound) with resonance of the vocal cords (e.g., 
b

 , 
d

 , 
g

 , 
v

 , 
z

 ).




3.
 


[Music]

 regulate the tone quality of (organ pipes).








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give voice to





a.
 
allow (a particular emotion, opinion, or point of view) to be expressed.




b.
 
allow (a person or group) to express their emotions, opinion, or point of view.









2.
 
in voice






in proper vocal condition for singing or speaking




•
 
the soprano is in marvelous voice.















3.
 
with one voice






in complete agreement; unanimously.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voiced

 
/voist /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
deep-voiced



















2.
 
voicer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vois

 , from Latin 
vox

 , 
voc-

 .





voice-activated

 
/ˌvoisˈaktəvādəd/






adjective




(of an electronic device) able to be controlled by spoken commands




•
 
a voice-activated computer




•
 
its features include voice-activated dialing.



















voice box

 
/ˈvois ˌbäks/






noun




the larynx.













voice channel






noun






[Telecommunications]

 a channel with a bandwidth sufficiently great to accommodate speech.













voice coil






noun



1.
 


[Telecommunications]

 a coil of wire that drives the cone of a loudspeaker according to the signal current flowing in it.




2.
 


[Telecommunications]

 a coil of wire in a moving-coil microphone, the movement of which generates an electrical signal.













voiceful

 
/ˈvoisfəl/






adjective






‹literary›

 possessing a voice




•
 
the swelling of the voiceful sea.



















voiceless

 
/ˈvoisləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
mute; speechless




•
 
how could he have remained voiceless in the face of her cruelty?










2.
 
not expressed




•
 
the air was charged with voiceless currents of thought.










3.
 
(of a person or group) lacking the power or right to express an opinion or exert control over affairs.




4.
 


[Phonetics]

 (of a speech sound) uttered without resonance of the vocal cords, e.g., 
f

 as opposed to 
v

 , 
p

 as opposed to 
b

 , and 
s

 as opposed to 
z

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voicelessly






adverb













2.
 
voicelessness






noun






















voice mail

 
voicemail






noun




a centralized electronic system that can store messages from telephone callers.













Voice of America






an official US radio station that broadcasts around the world in English and other languages. It was founded in 1942 and is operated by the Board for International Broadcasting.









voice-over

 
/ˈvois ˌōvər/






noun




a piece of narration in a movie or broadcast, not accompanied by an image of the speaker.













voiceprint

 
/ˈvoisˌprint/





I.
 
noun




a visual record of speech, analyzed with respect to frequency, duration, and amplitude.











– origin

 1960s: from the noun voice
 , on the pattern of 
fingerprint

 .





voice recognition technology






noun




the technology that enables a machine or computer program to receive and interpret dictation or to understand and carry out spoken commands.













voice vote

 
/vois vōt/






noun




a vote taken by noting the relative strength and volume of calls of 
aye

 and 
no

 .














void

 
/void/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not valid or legally binding




•
 
the contract was void.










2.
 
(of speech or action) ineffectual; useless




•
 
all the stratagems you've worked out are rendered void.










3.
 
completely empty




•
 
void spaces surround the tanks.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
void of

 )
 — free from; lacking




•
 
what were once the masterpieces of literature are now void of meaning.










5.
 


‹formal›

 (of an office or position) vacant.




6.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — (in bridge and whist) having been dealt no cards in a particular suit.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a completely empty space




•
 
the black void of space.










2.
 
an emptiness caused by the loss of something




•
 
the void left by the death of his wife.










3.
 
an unfilled space in a wall, building, or structure.




4.
 
(in bridge and whist) a suit in which a player is dealt no cards.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 declare that (something) is not valid or legally binding




•
 
the Supreme Court voided the statute.










2.
 
discharge or drain away (water, gases, etc.).




3.
 


[chiefly Medicine]

 excrete (waste matter).




4.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
voided

 )
 — empty or evacuate (a container or space).








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voidable

 
/ˈvoidəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
voidness

 
/ˈvoidnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘unoccupied’): from a dialect variant of Old French 
vuide

 ; related to Latin 
vacare

 ‘vacate’; the verb partly a shortening of avoid
 , reinforced by Old French 
voider

 .





voidance

 
/ˈvoidəns/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of voiding something or the state of being voided




•
 
the voidance of exhaust gases.










2.
 


[chiefly Law]

 an annulment of a contract.




3.
 


[Christian Church]

 a vacancy in a benefice.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French, from the verb 
voider

 (see void
 ).





voided

 
/ˈvoidid/






adjective






[Heraldry]

 (of a bearing) having the central area cut away so as to show the field.













voila

 
/vwäˈlä /

 
voilà





I.
 
exclamation




there it is; there you are




•
 
“Voila!” she said, producing a pair of strappy white sandals.

















– origin

 French 
voilà

 .





voile

 
/voil/





I.
 
noun




a thin, plain-weave, semitransparent fabric of cotton, wool, or silk.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘veil.’





VoIP

 
/voip /

 
VOIP






abbreviation




Voice over Internet Protocol, a form of technology that allows for speech communication via the Internet.













voir dire

 
/ˌvwär ˈdir/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a preliminary examination of a witness or a juror by a judge or counsel.











– origin

 Law French, from Old French 
voir

 ‘true’ + 
dire

 ‘say.’





voix celeste

 
/ˌvwä səˈlest/





I.
 
noun




French term for vox angelica
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: French 
voix céleste

 , literally ‘heavenly voice.’





Vojvodina

 
/ˌvoivəˈdēnə/






a mainly Hungarian-speaking province in northern Serbia, on the Hungarian border; capital, Novi Sad.









vol.

 
/ˈvälyo͞om/






abbreviation




volume.













Volans

 
/ˈvōlənz /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous southern constellation (the Flying Fish), between Carina and the south celestial pole.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Volantis

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Beta Volantis.













– origin

 Latin, from the former name 
Piscis Volans

 ‘the flying fish.’





volant

 
/ˈvōlənt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Zoology]

 (of an animal) able to fly or glide




•
 
newly volant young.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 of, relating to, or characterized by flight




•
 
volant ways of life.










3.
 
[usu. 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Zoology]

 
[Heraldry]

 represented as flying




•
 
a falcon volant.










4.
 


[Zoology]

 
‹literary›

 moving rapidly or lightly




•
 
her sails caught a volant wind.

















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (as a military term in the sense ‘capable of rapid movement’): from French, literally ‘flying,’ present participle of 
voler

 , from Latin 
volare

 ‘to fly.’





Volapük

 
/ˈvōləˌpo͝ok, ˈvôlə-, ˈvälə-/





I.
 
noun




an artificial language devised in 1879 and proposed for international use by a German cleric, Johann M. Schleyer, and based on extremely modified forms of words from English and Romance languages.











– origin

 from 
vol

 representing English 
world

 + 
-a-

 (as a connective) + 
pük

 representing English 
speak

 or 
speech

 .





volar

 
/ˈvōlər/





I.
 
adjective






[Anatomy]

 relating to the palm of the hand or the sole of the foot.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Latin 
vola

 ‘hollow of hand or foot’ + -ar
 1
 .





volatile

 
/ˈvälədl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance) easily evaporated at normal temperatures.




2.
 
liable to change rapidly and unpredictably, especially for the worse




•
 
the political situation was becoming more volatile.










3.
 
(of a person) liable to display rapid changes of emotion.




4.
 
(of a computer's memory) retaining data only as long as there is a power supply connected.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
volatiles

 )


1.
 
a volatile substance.








III.
 
derivatives





volatility

 
/ˌväləˈtilədē /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘creature that flies,’ also, as a collective, ‘birds’): from Old French 
volatil

 or Latin 
volatilis

 , from 
volare

 ‘to fly.’





volatile oil






noun




another term for essential oil
 .













volatilize

 
/ˈvälədlˌīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a substance) to evaporate or disperse in vapor.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — become volatile; evaporate.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
volatilizable

 
/ˈväləd(ə)lˌīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
volatilization

 
/ˌväləd(ə)ləˈzāSH(ə)n ˌväləd(ə)lˌīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun





















vol-au-vent

 
/ˌvôlōˈväN ˌvôlōˈvän/





I.
 
noun




a small round case of puff pastry filled with a savory mixture, typically of meat or fish in a richly flavored sauce.











– origin

 French, literally ‘flight in the wind.’






volcanic

 
/välˈkanik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or produced by a volcano or volcanoes.




2.
 
(especially of a feeling or emotion) bursting out or liable to burst out violently




•
 
the kind of volcanic passion she'd felt last night.














II.
 
derivatives





volcanically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
volcanique

 , from 
volcan

 (see volcano
 ).





volcanic glass






noun




another term for obsidian
 .













volcanicity

 
/ˌvälkəˈnisədē ˌvôlkəˈnisədē/






noun




another term for volcanism
 .













volcaniclastic

 
/välˌkanəˈklastik, vôl-/






adjective






[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a clastic rock that contains volcanic material.














volcanism

 
/ˈvälkənizəm ˈvôlkəˌnizəm /

 
vulcanism






noun






[Geology]

 volcanic activity or phenomena.














volcano

 
/välˈkānō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a mountain or hill, typically conical, having a crater or vent through which lava, rock fragments, hot vapor, and gas are being or have been erupted from the earth's crust.




2.
 
an intense suppressed emotion or situation liable to burst out suddenly




•
 
what volcano of emotion must have been boiling inside that youngster.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, from Latin 
Volcanus

 ‘Vulcan.’





volcanology

 
/ˌvälkəˈnäləjē ˌvôlkəˈnäləjē /

 
vulcanology





I.
 
noun




the scientific study of volcanoes.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
volcanological

 
/ˌvälkanlˈäjəkəl ˌvôlkanlˈäjəkəl /






adjective













2.
 
volcanologist

 
/ˌvälkəˈnäləjəst ˌvôlkəˈnäləjəst /






noun





















vole

 
/vōl/





I.
 
noun




a small, typically burrowing, mouselike rodent with a rounded muzzle, found in both Eurasia and North America.

[Subfamily 
Microtinae

 (or 
Arvicolinae

 ), family 
Muridae

 : several genera, in particular 
Microtus

 , and numerous species.]











– origin

 early 19th cent. (originally 
vole-mouse

 ): from Norwegian 
voll(mus

 ) ‘field (mouse).’





Volga

 
/ˈvōlɡə/






the longest river in Europe, rising in northwestern Russia and flowing east for 2,292 miles (3,688 km) to Kazan, where it turns southeast to the Caspian Sea. It has been dammed at several points to provide hydroelectric power and is navigable for most of its length.










Volgograd

 
/ˈvōlɡəˌɡrad, ˈväl-, ˈvôl-/






an industrial city in southwestern Russia, at the junction of the Don and Volga rivers; pop. 983,900 (est. 2008).

Former names Tsaritsyn
 (until 1925) and Stalingrad
 (1925–61).









volition

 
/vōˈliSH(ə)n/





I.
 
noun




the faculty or power of using one's will




•
 
without conscious volition she backed into her office.














II.
 
phrases





of (or by or on) one's own volition






voluntarily




•
 
they choose to leave early of their own volition.


















III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
volitional

 
/-SHənl /






adjective













2.
 
volitionally

 
/-SHənl-ē /






adverb













3.
 
volitive

 
/ˈvälədiv /






adjective




(
 — 

‹formal›

 
‹technical›





















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a decision or choice made after deliberation): from French, or from medieval Latin 
volitio(n-)

 , from 
volo

 ‘I wish.’





Völkerwanderung

 
/ˈfəlkərˌvändəˌro͝oNG, ˈfœl-/





I.
 
noun




a migration of peoples, especially that of Germanic and Slavic peoples into Europe from the 2nd to the 11th centuries.











– origin

 German, from 
Völker

 ‘nations’ + 
Wanderung

 ‘migration.’





völkisch

 
/ˈfəlkiSH, ˈfœl- /

 
volkisch





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or ideology) populist or nationalist, and typically racist




•
 
völkisch ideas and traditions.

















– origin

 German.





volkslied

 
/ˈfōksˌlēt, ˈfôlks-/






noun



1.
 
a German folk song, or a song in the style of one.




2.
 
a national anthem, especially that of the 19th-century Transvaal Republic.













volley

 
/ˈvälē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a number of bullets, arrows, or other projectiles discharged at one time




•
 
the infantry let off a couple of volleys.










2.
 
a series of utterances directed at someone in quick succession




•
 
he unleashed a volley of angry questions.










3.
 


[Tennis]

 an exchange of shots.




4.
 
(in sports, especially tennis or soccer) a strike or kick of the ball made before it touches the ground.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in sports, especially tennis or soccer) strike or kick (the ball) before it touches the ground




•
 
she volleyed the ball home




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he took his chance well, volleying into the top corner from 25 yards.










2.
 
score (a goal) with a volley.




3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (in tennis and similar games) play a pregame point, sometimes in order to determine who will serve first.




4.
 
utter or discharge in quick succession




•
 
the dog was volleying joyful barks.














III.
 
derivatives





volleyer

 
/ˈvälēər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
volée

 , based on Latin 
volare

 ‘to fly.’





volleyball

 
/ˈvälēˌbôl/






noun



1.
 
a game for two teams, usually of six players, in which a large ball is hit by hand over a high net, the aim being to score points by making the ball reach the ground on the opponent's side of the court.




2.
 
the inflated ball used in volleyball.













Vologda

 
/ˈvôləɡdə/






a city in northern Russia; pop. 286,100 (est. 2008).









Volos

 
/ˈvōˌläs, -ˌlôs/






a port on an inlet of the Aegean Sea, in Thessaly, in eastern Greece; pop. 82,000 (est. 2009). Greek name 
Vólos

 .









volplane

 
/ˈvälplān /

 

‹Aeronautics›






I.
 
noun




a controlled dive or downward flight at a steep angle, especially by an airplane with the engine shut off.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of an airplane) make a controlled dive or downward flight, especially with the engine shut off.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French 
vol plané

 , literally ‘glided flight.’





vols






abbreviation




volumes.













Volscian

 
/ˈvälSHən, ˈvôlskēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an ancient Italic people who fought the Romans in Latium in the 5th and 4th centuries 
BC

 until absorbed into Rome after their final defeat in 304 
BC

 .




2.
 
the Italic language of the Volscians.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Volscians.











– origin

 from Latin 
Volsci

 (the name of the people) + -an
 .





Volstead Act

 
/ˈvälˌsted, ˈvôl-, ˈvōl-/





I.
 
a law that enforced alcohol prohibition in the US during 1920–33.







– origin

 named after Andrew J. 
Volstead

 (1860–1947), American legislator.





volt1


 
/vōlt /

 
V





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of electromotive force, the difference of potential that would drive one ampere of current against one ohm resistance.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after A. 
Volta

 (see Volta, Alessandro
 ).






volt2


 
/vōlt /

 
volte





I.
 
noun






[Fencing]

 a sudden quick jump or other movement to escape a thrust.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Fencing]

 make a quick movement to avoid a thrust.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from French 
volter

 (see volte
 ).





Volta

 
/ˈvōltə, ˈväl-, ˈvôl-/






a river in West Africa that is formed in central Ghana by the junction of its headwaters and flows south to the Bight of Benin. At Akosombo in southeastern Ghana the river has been dammed to create Lake Volta, one of the world's largest man-made lakes.










Volta, Alessandro

 
/ˈvōltə/






Count (1745–1827), Italian physicist; full name 
Alessandro Giuseppe Antonio Anastasio Volta

 . He is best known for the voltaic pile or electrochemical battery in 1800, which was the first device to produce a continuous electric current.









voltage

 
/ˈvōltij/






noun






[Physics]

 an electromotive force or potential difference expressed in volts.













voltage clamp

 

‹Physiology›






I.
 
noun




a constant electrical potential applied to a cell membrane, typically in order to measure ionic currents.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a voltage clamp to (a membrane, cell, etc.).














voltage divider






noun




a series of resistors or capacitors that can be tapped at any intermediate point to produce a specific fraction of the voltage applied between its ends.













voltaic

 
/välˈtāik vōlˈtāik/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to electricity produced by chemical action in a battery; galvanic.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of A. 
Volta

 (see Volta, Alessandro
 ) + -ic
 .






Voltaic

 
/välˈtā-ik, vōl-, vôl-/






adjective, noun




another term for Gur
 .













Voltaire

 
/vōlˈte(ə)r, vôl-/






(1694–1778), French writer, playwright, and poet; pseudonym of 
François-Marie Arouet

 . A leading figure of the Enlightenment, he frequently came into conflict with the establishment as a result of his radical views and satirical writings. Notable works: 
Lettres philosophiques

 (1734) and 
Candide

 (1759).









volt-ampere






noun




a unit of electrical power equal to the product of one volt and one ampere and equivalent to one watt of direct current.














volte

 
/vält, vōlt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
variant spelling of volt
 2
 .




2.
 
a movement performed in dressage and classical riding, in which a horse describes a circle of 6 yards diameter.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (as a fencing term): from French, from Italian 
volta

 ‘a turn,’ from 
volgere

 ‘to turn.’ 
Sense

 2 dates from the early 18th cent.





volte-face

 
/ˌvältˈfäs ˌvōltəˈfäs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of turning around so as to face in the opposite direction.




2.
 
an abrupt and complete reversal of attitude, opinion, or position




•
 
a remarkable volte-face on taxes.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from French, from Italian 
voltafaccia

 , based on Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll’ + 
facies

 ‘appearance, face.’





voltmeter

 
/ˈvōltˌmēdər/






noun




an instrument for measuring electric potential in volts.













volubility

 
/ˌvälyəˈbilədē/






noun




the quality of talking fluently, readily, or incessantly; talkativeness




•
 
her legendary volubility deserted her.



















voluble

 
/ˈvälyəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




speaking or spoken incessantly and fluently




•
 
she was as voluble as her husband was silent.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
volubleness






noun













2.
 
volubly

 
/ˈvälyəblē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (in senses ‘rotating about an axis’ and ‘having a tendency to change’): from French, or from Latin 
volubilis

 , from 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’ The modern meanings arose in the late 16th cent.






volume

 
/ˈvälyəm ˈvälˌyo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a book forming part of a work or series.




2.
 
a single book or a bound collection of printed sheets.




3.
 
a consecutive sequence of issues of a periodical.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a scroll of parchment or papyrus containing written matter.




5.
 
the amount of space that a substance or object occupies, or that is enclosed within a container, especially when great




•
 
the sewer could not cope with the volume of rainwater




•
 
a volume of air.










6.
 
the amount or quantity of something, especially when great




•
 
changes in the volume of consumer spending.










7.
 
(
a volume of/volumes of

 )
 — a certain, typically large amount of something




•
 
the volumes of data handled are vast.










8.
 
fullness or expansive thickness of something, especially of a person's hair.




9.
 
quantity or power of sound; degree of loudness




•
 
he turned the volume up on the radio.

















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a roll of parchment containing written matter): from Old French 
volum(e

 ), from Latin 
volumen

 ‘a roll,’ from 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’ An obsolete meaning ‘size or extent (of a book)’ gave rise to 
sense

 2.





volumetric

 
/ˌvälyəˈmetrik/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the measurement of volume.




2.
 
(of chemical analysis) based on measuring the volumes of reagents, especially by titration.








II.
 
derivatives





volumetrically

 
/-trik(ə)lē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from volume
 + metric
 1
 .





volumetric efficiency






noun




the ratio of the volume of fluid actually displaced by a piston or plunger to its swept volume.













volumetric sensor






noun




a security device that detects the movement of people or objects by sensing their shapes.













voluminous

 
/vəˈl(y)o͞omənəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
occupying or containing much space; large in volume, in particular




2.
 
(of clothing or drapery) loose and ample.




3.
 
(of writing) very lengthy and full.




4.
 
(of a writer) producing many books.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voluminously






adverb













2.
 
voluminousness






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: partly from late Latin 
voluminosus

 ‘having many coils,’ partly from Latin 
volumen

 , 
volumin-

 (see volume
 ).





volumize

 
/ˈvälyəˌmīz, -yo͞o-/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a product or styling technique) give body to (hair).








II.
 
derivatives





volumizer






noun





















voluntarily

 
/ˌvälənˈterəlē/






adverb




of one's own free will




•
 
many restaurants voluntarily removed it from their menus.



















voluntarism

 
/ˈvälən(t)əˌrizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the principle of relying on voluntary action (used especially with reference to the involvement of voluntary organizations in social welfare).




2.
 


‹historical›

 (especially in the 19th century) the principle that churches or schools should be independent of the state and supported by voluntary contributions.




3.
 


[Philosophy]

 the doctrine that the will is a fundamental or dominant factor in the individual or the universe.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voluntarist

 
/ˈvälən(t)ərəst /






noun, adjective













2.
 
voluntaristic

 
/ˌväləntəˈristik /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from voluntary
 .






voluntary

 
/ˈvälənˌterē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done, given, or acting of one's own free will




•
 
we are funded by voluntary contributions.










2.
 
working, done, or maintained without payment




•
 
a voluntary helper.










3.
 
supported by contributions rather than taxes or fees




•
 
voluntary hospitals.










4.
 


[Physiology]

 under the conscious control of the brain.




5.
 


[Law]

 (of a conveyance or disposition) made without return in money or other consideration.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an organ solo played before, during, or after a church service.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a piece of music performed extempore, especially as a prelude to other music, or composed in a free style.








III.
 
derivatives





voluntariness

 
/ˈvälənˌterēnis /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
volontaire

 or Latin 
voluntarius

 , from 
voluntas

 ‘will.’





voluntaryism

 
/ˈvälənˌterēizəm/





I.
 
noun




less common term for voluntarism
 (
sense

 1).








II.
 
derivatives





voluntaryist






noun






















volunteer

 
/ˌvälənˈtir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who freely offers to take part in an enterprise or undertake a task.




2.
 
a person who works for an organization without being paid.




3.
 
a person who freely enrolls for military service rather than being conscripted, especially a member of a force formed by voluntary enrollment and distinct from the regular army.




4.
 
a plant that has not been deliberately planted.




5.
 


[Law]

 a person to whom a voluntary conveyance or deposition is made.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
freely offer to do something




•
 
he volunteered for the job




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I rashly volunteered to be a contestant.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — offer (help)




•
 
he volunteered his services as a driver for the convoy.










3.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — say or suggest something without being asked


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
it never paid to volunteer information




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Her name's Louise,” Christina volunteered.










4.
 
work for an organization without being paid.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — commit (someone) to a particular undertaking, typically without consulting them




•
 
he was volunteered for parachute training by friends.

















– origin

 late 16th cent. (as a noun, with military reference): from French 
volontaire

 ‘voluntary.’ The change in the ending was due to association with -eer
 .





volunteerism

 
/ˌvälənˈtirizəm/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the use or involvement of volunteer labor, especially in community services.













Volunteer State






a nickname for the state of Tennessee
 .









voluntourism

 
/ˌvälənˈto͝orizəm/





I.
 
noun




a form of tourism in which travelers participate in voluntary work, typically for a charity




•
 
at the core of voluntourism is the desire to help others




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
voluntourism programs.














II.
 
derivatives





voluntourist






noun



















– origin

 1990s: blend of volunteer
 and tourism
 .





voluptuary

 
/vəˈləp(t)SHəˌwerē/





I.
 
noun




a person devoted to luxury and sensual pleasure.








II.
 
adjective




concerned with luxury and sensual pleasure




•
 
a voluptuary decade when high living was in style.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
volupt(u)arius

 , from 
voluptas

 ‘pleasure.’





voluptuous

 
/vəˈləp(t)SH(o͞o)əs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, relating to, or characterized by luxury or sensual pleasure




•
 
long curtains in voluptuous crimson velvet.










2.
 
(of a woman) curvaceous and sexually attractive.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voluptuously

 
/vəˈləp(t)SH(o͞o)əslē /






adverb













2.
 
voluptuousness

 
/vəˈləp(t)SH(o͞o)əsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
voluptueux

 or Latin 
voluptuosus

 , from 
voluptas

 ‘pleasure.’





volute

 
/vəˈl(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Architecture]

 a spiral scroll characteristic of Ionic capitals and also used in Corinthian and composite capitals.




2.
 
a deep-water marine mollusk with a thick spiral shell that is colorful and prized by collectors.

[Family 
Volutidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Voluta

 and other genera.]








II.
 
adjective




forming a spiral curve or curves




•
 
spoked wheels with outside volute springs.














III.
 
derivatives





voluted

 
/vəˈl(y)o͞odəd /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin 
voluta

 , feminine past participle of 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





volution

 
/vəˈlo͞oSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a rolling or revolving motion.




2.
 
a single turn of a spiral or coil.











– origin

 late 15th cent.; from late Latin 
volutio(n-)

 , from Latin 
volut-

 ‘rolled,’ from the verb 
volvere

 .





volva

 
/ˈvälvə, ˈvôl-/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 (in certain fungi) a veil that encloses the fruiting body, often persisting after rupture as a sheath at the base of the stalk.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: modern Latin, from Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll, wrap around.’





volvox

 
/ˈvälˌväks, ˈvôl-/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a green, single-celled aquatic organism that forms minute, free-swimming spherical colonies.

[Genus 
Volvox

 , division 
Chlorophyta

 (or phylum 
Chlorophyta

 , kingdom 
Protista

 ).]











– origin

 modern Latin, from Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





volvulus

 
/ˈvälvyələs/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an obstruction caused by twisting of the stomach or intestine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: modern or medieval Latin, from Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





Volzhsky

 
/ˈvôlSH(s)kē/






an industrial city in southwestern Russia, on the Volga River; pop. 306,400 (est. 2008).









vom

 
/väm /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be sick; vomit




•
 
I'm eating crackers and drinking ginger ale and trying not to vom.














II.
 
noun




vomit




•
 
I missed the toilet and spewed vom all over her brand-new carpet.

















– origin

 1980s: abbreviation.





vomer

 
/ˈvōmər/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the small thin bone separating the left and right nasal cavities in humans and most other vertebrates.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘plowshare’ (because of the shape).





vomit

 
/ˈvämət/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
eject matter from the stomach through the mouth




•
 
the sickly stench made him want to vomit




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she used to 
vomit up

 her food.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — emit (something) in an uncontrolled stream or flow




•
 
the machine vomited fold after fold of paper.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
matter vomited from the stomach.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an emetic.








III.
 
derivatives





vomiter






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
vomite

 (noun) or Latin 
vomitus

 , from 
vomere

 ‘to vomit.’






vomitorium

 
/ˌväməˈtôrēəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
each of a series of entrance or exit passages in an ancient Roman amphitheater or theater.




2.
 
a place in which, according to popular misconception, the ancient Romans are supposed to have vomited during feasts to make room for more food.











– origin

 Latin.





vomitory

 
/ˈväməˌtôrē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
denoting the entrance or exit passages in a theater or amphitheater.




2.
 


‹rare›

 relating to or inducing vomiting.








II.
 
noun




another term for vomitorium
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vomitorius

 , based on 
vomere

 ‘to vomit,’ partly as an Anglicization of Latin 
vomitorium

 (see vomitorium
 ).





vomitous

 
/ˈvämədəs/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 nauseating.













vomitus

 
/ˈvämədəs/





I.
 
noun






[chiefly Medicine]

 matter that has been vomited.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Latin.





vongole

 
/ˈväNG(ɡ)əˌlā/





I.
 
adjective

 — [usu. 
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
denoting pasta served with clams and a light sauce of olive oil, garlic, and sometimes tomatoes




•
 
I ordered spaghetti vongole and a glass of wine.

















– origin

 Italian, plural of 
vongola

 ‘clam.’





Vonnegut, Kurt

 
/ˈväniɡət/






Jr. (1922–2007), US novelist and short-story writer. His works blend elements of realism, science fiction, fantasy, and satire and include 
Cat's Cradle

 (1963), 
Slaughterhouse-Five

 (1969), and 
Hocus Pocus

 (1991).










von Recklinghausen's disease

 
/vän ˈrekliNGˌhouzənz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hereditary disease in which numerous benign tumors develop in various parts of the body, especially the skin and the fibrous sheaths of the nerves. It is a form of neurofibromatosis.




2.
 
a disease in which the bones are weakened as a result of excessive secretion of the parathyroid hormone, leading to bowing and fracture of long bones and sometimes deformities of the chest and spine.

Also called osteitis fibrosa cystica
 (see osteitis
 ).











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Friedrich 
von Recklinghausen

 (1833–1910), German pathologist.





von Sternberg, Josef

 
/vän ˈstərnˌbərɡ/






(1894–1969), US movie director, born in Austria. His best-known movie 
Der Blaue Engel

 (1930; 
The Blue Angel

 ) made Marlene Dietrich an international star. His Hollywood movies with Dietrich include 
Dishonored

 (1931) and 
Shanghai Express

 (1932).









von Willebrand's disease

 
/vän ˈviləbränts dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an inherited disorder characterized by a tendency to bleed, caused by deficiency or abnormality of a plasma coagulation factor (
von Willebrand factor

 ).











– origin

 1940s: named after Erik A. 
von Willebrand

 (1870–1949), Finnish physician.






voodoo

 
/ˈvo͞oˌdo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a black religious cult practiced in the Caribbean and the southern US, combining elements of Roman Catholic ritual with traditional African magical and religious rites, and characterized by sorcery and spirit possession.




2.
 
a person skilled in voodoo.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
affect (someone) by the practice of voodoo.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voodooism

 
/ˈvo͞oˌdo͞oˌizəm /






noun













2.
 
voodooist

 
/-ist /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Louisiana French, from Kwa 
vodũ

 .





voodoo economics





I.
 
plural noun

 — [often treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 an economic policy perceived as being unrealistic and ill-advised, especially a policy of maintaining or increasing levels of public spending while reducing taxation.




•
 
as governor, he put into practice the same voodoo economics that he would later impose on the country as president.

















– origin

 1980s: popularized as a disparaging term by George H. W. Bush in his 1980 campaign for the Republican presidential nomination.





Voortrekker

 
/ˈfo͝orˌtrekər, ˈfôr-/





I.
 
noun






(S. African)

 
‹historical›

 a member of one of the groups of Dutch-speaking people who migrated by wagon from the Cape Colony into the interior from 1836 onward, in order to live beyond the borders of British rule.











– origin

 Afrikaans, from Dutch 
voor

 ‘fore’ + 
trekken

 ‘to travel.’





VOR






abbreviation




visual omnirange, denoting a type of navigation system using a series of radio beacons.













-vora






combining form




in names of groups corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-vorous

 (such as 
Insectivora

 corresponding to 
insectivorous

 ).













voracious

 
/vəˈrāSHəs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
wanting or devouring great quantities of food




•
 
he had a voracious appetite.










2.
 
having a very eager approach to an activity




•
 
his voracious reading of literature.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voraciously

 
/vəˈrāSHəslē /






adverb













2.
 
voraciousness

 
/vəˈrāSHəsnəs /






noun













3.
 
voracity

 
/vəˈrasədē /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vorax

 , 
vorac-

 (from 
vorare

 ‘devour’) + -ious
 .





-vore






combining form




in names of members of groups corresponding to adjectives ending in 
-vorous

 (such as 
detritivore

 corresponding to 
detritivorous

 ).













Voronezh

 
/vəˈrôniSH, -ˈrō-/






a city in Russia, south of Moscow; pop. 839,900 (est. 2008).










Voroshilovgrad

 
/vərəˈSHēləvˌɡräd, ˌvôrə-/





I.
 
former name (1935–58; and 1970–91) for Luhansk
 .







– origin

 named in honor of Marshal Kliment 
Voroshilov

 (1881–1969), Soviet military and political leader.






-vorous





I.
 
combining form




feeding on a specified food




•
 
carnivorous




•
 
herbivorous.

















– origin

 from Latin 
-vorus

 (from 
vorare

 ‘devour’) + -ous
 .





Vorstellung

 
/ˈfôrˌSHtelo͝oNG/





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 a mental image or idea produced by prior perception of an object, as in memory or imagination, rather than by actual perception.











– origin

 German.





vortal

 
/ˈvôrdl/





I.
 
noun




an Internet site that provides a directory of links to information related to a particular industry.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
v(ertical)

 (as in 
vertical industry

 , an industry specializing in a narrow range of goods and services), and 
(p)ortal

 .





vortex

 
/ˈvôrˌteks/





I.
 
noun




a mass of whirling fluid or air, especially a whirlpool or whirlwind




•
 
we were caught in a vortex of water




•
 


‹figurative›

 a swirling vortex of emotions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vortical

 
/ˈvôrdək(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
vortically

 
/ˈvôrtik(ə)lē /






adverb













3.
 
vorticity

 
/vôrˈtisədē /






noun













4.
 
vorticose

 
/ˈvôrdəˌkōs ˈvôrdəˌkōz /






adjective













5.
 
vorticular

 
/vôrˈtikyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Latin 
vortex

 , 
vortic-

 , literally ‘eddy,’ variant of vertex
 .





vorticella

 
/ˌvôrdəˈselə/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 a sedentary, single-celled aquatic animal with a contractile stalk and a bell-shaped body bearing a ring of cilia.

[Genus 
Vorticella

 , phylum 
Ciliophora

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: modern Latin, diminutive of Latin 
vortex

 , 
vortic-

 ‘eddy.’





Vorticist

 
/ˈvôrdəsəst/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a member of a British artistic movement of 1914–15 influenced by cubism and futurism and favoring machinelike forms.








II.
 
derivatives





Vorticism

 
/ˈvôrdəsizəm /






noun



















– origin

 from Latin 
vortex

 , 
vortic-

 ‘eddy’ + -ist
 .





Vosges

 
/vōZH/






a mountain system in eastern France, in Alsace near the border with Germany.









Vostok

 
/ˈväsˌtäk, ˌvəˈstôk/






a series of six manned Soviet orbiting spacecraft, the first of which, launched in April 1961, carried the first man in space (Yuri Gagarin).









votary

 
/ˈvōdərē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person, such as a monk or nun, who has made vows of dedication to religious service.




2.
 
a devoted follower, adherent, or advocate of someone or something




•
 
he was a votary of John Keats.














II.
 
derivatives





votarist

 
/-rist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin 
vot-

 ‘vowed’ (from the verb 
vovere

 ) + -ary
 1
 .






vote

 
/vōt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a formal indication of a choice between two or more candidates or courses of action, expressed typically through a ballot or a show of hands or by voice.




2.
 
an act of expressing a formal indication of choice




•
 
they are ready to 
put it to a vote

 .










3.
 
(
the vote

 )
 — the choice expressed collectively by a body of electors or by a specified group




•
 
the Republican vote in Florida.










4.
 
(
the vote

 )
 — the right to indicate a choice in an election.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or register a vote




•
 
they voted against the resolution




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
I voted Republican.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
complement

 ]
 — cause (someone) to gain or lose a particular post or honor by means of a vote




•
 
incompetent judges are voted out of office.










3.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to express a wish to follow a particular course of action




•
 
I vote we have one more game.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a legislature) grant or confer by vote.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
vote something down

 )
 — reject something by means of a vote.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
vote of confidence






a vote showing that a majority continues to support the policy of a leader or governing body.









2.
 
vote of no confidence (or vote of censure)






a vote showing that a majority does not support the policy of a leader or governing body.









3.
 
vote someone/something off the island








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 dismiss or reject someone or something as unsatisfactory




•
 
when a CEO gets voted off the island, the CFO typically gets dumped, too.







[with reference to the reality television series 
Survivor

 (first broadcast in 2000), in which contestants are isolated in a remote area and gradually eliminated from competition through successive rounds of voting.]









4.
 
vote with one's feet








‹informal›

 indicate an opinion by being present or absent.












IV.
 
derivatives





voteless

 
/ˈvōtləs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
votum

 ‘a vow, wish,’ from 
vovere

 ‘to vow.’ The verb dates from the mid 16th cent.





voter

 
/ˈvōdər/






noun




a person who votes or has the right to vote at an election.














voting booth

 
/vōdiNG bo͞oTH/






noun






(US)

 a compartment with one open side in which one voter at a time stands to mark their ballot.













voting machine

 
/ˈvōdiNG məˌSHēn/






noun




a machine for the automatic registering of votes.













votive

 
/ˈvōdiv/





I.
 
adjective




offered or consecrated in fulfillment of a vow




•
 
votive offerings.














II.
 
noun




an object offered in fulfillment of a vow, such as a candle used as a vigil light.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
votivus

 , from 
votum

 (see vote
 ). The original sense was ‘expressing a desire,’ preserved in votive Mass
 .






votive Mass






noun




(in the Roman Catholic Church) a Mass celebrated for a special purpose or occasion.














vouch

 
/vouCH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
vouch for

 )


1.
 
assert or confirm as a result of one's own experience that something is true or accurately so described




•
 
they say New York is the city that never sleeps, and I can certainly 
vouch for

 that.










2.
 
confirm that someone is who they say they are or that they are of good character




•
 
he was refused entrance until someone could vouch for him.

















– origin

 Middle English (as a legal term in the sense ‘summon (a person) to court to prove title to property’): from Old French 
voucher

 ‘summon,’ based on Latin 
vocare

 ‘to call.’





voucher

 
/ˈvouCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small printed piece of paper that entitles the holder to a discount or that may be exchanged for goods or services.




2.
 
a receipt.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from vouch
 .





vouchsafe

 
/vouCHˈsāf ˈvouCHˌsāf/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
two objs.

 ]


1.
 
give or grant (something) to (someone) in a gracious or condescending manner




•
 
it is a blessing vouchsafed him by heaven.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — reveal or disclose (information)




•
 
you'd never vouchsafed that interesting tidbit before.

















– origin

 Middle English: originally as the phrase 
vouch

 something 
safe

 on someone, i.e., ‘warrant the secure conferment of (something on someone).’





voussoir

 
/vo͞oˈswär/





I.
 
noun






[Architecture]

 a wedge-shaped or tapered stone used to construct an arch.











– origin

 early 18th cent: via French from popular Latin 
volsorium

 , based on Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’ The word, borrowed from Old French, was also used for a time in late Middle English.





Vouvray

 
/vo͞oˈvrā/





I.
 
noun




dry white wine, either still or sparkling, produced in the Vouvray district of the Loire valley.











– origin

 French.





vow

 
/vou/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solemn promise.




2.
 
(
vows

 )
 — a set of promises committing one to a prescribed role, calling, or course of action, typically to marriage or a monastic career.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — solemnly promise to do a specified thing


[with 
clause

 ]


•
 
he vowed that his government would not tolerate a repeat of the disorder




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
one fan vowed, “I'll picket every home game.”










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 dedicate to someone or something, especially a deity




•
 
I 
vowed

 myself 
to

 this enterprise.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vou

 , from Latin 
votum

 (see vote
 ); the verb from Old French 
vouer

 .






vowel

 
/ˈvou(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a speech sound that is produced by comparatively open configuration of the vocal tract, with vibration of the vocal cords but without audible friction and is a unit of the sound system of a language that forms the nucleus of a syllable.

Contrasted with consonant
 .




2.
 
a letter representing a vowel sound, such as 
a

 , 
e

 , 
i

 , 
o

 , 
u

 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voweled

 
/ˈvou(ə)ld /

 


‹Brit.›

 vowelled






adjective




[usu. in 
combination

 ]
 —












2.
 
vowelless






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old French 
vouel

 , from Latin 
vocalis (littera

 ) ‘vocal (letter).’





vowel gradation






noun




another term for ablaut
 .













vowel harmony






noun




the phenomenon in some languages, e.g., Turkish, in which all the vowels in a word are members of the same subclass, for example all front vowels or all back vowels.













vowel height






noun






[Phonetics]

 the degree to which the tongue is raised or lowered in the articulation of a particular vowel.













vowelize

 
/ˈvouəˌlīz/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
supply (something such as a Hebrew or shorthand text) with vowel points or signs representing vowels.













vowel point






noun




each of a set of marks indicating vowels in writing phonetically explicit text in Semitic languages such as Hebrew and Arabic.













vowel shift






noun



1.
 


[Phonetics]

 a phonetic change in a vowel or vowels.




2.
 
(
the Great Vowel Shift

 )
 — 

[Phonetics]

 a series of changes between medieval and modern English affecting the long vowels of the standard language.













vox

 
/väks/





I.
 
noun




(especially in music journalism) vocals; voice




•
 
the barely-there falsetto vox.














II.
 
derivatives





-voxed






adjective



















– origin

 1980s: shortened from 
vocals

 , probably after Latin 
vox

 ‘voice.’






vox angelica

 
/ˌväks anˈjelikə/





I.
 
noun




a soft stop on an organ or harmonium that is tuned slightly sharp to produce a tremolo effect.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from late Latin, literally ‘angelic voice.’





voxel

 
/ˈväksəl/





I.
 
noun




(in computer-based modeling or graphic simulation) each of an array of elements of volume that constitute a notional three-dimensional space, especially each of an array of discrete elements into which a representation of a three-dimensional object is divided.











– origin

 1970s: from the initial letters of volume
 and element
 , with the insertion of 
-x-

 for ease of pronunciation.





vox humana

 
/ˈväks (h)yo͞oˈmänə, -ˈmanə, -ˈmānə/





I.
 
noun




an organ stop with a tone supposedly resembling the human voice.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘human voice.’





vox populi

 
/ˌväks ˈpäpyəlī ˌväks ˈpäpyəˌlē/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the opinions or beliefs of the majority.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘the people's voice.’





voyage

 
/ˈvoiij/





I.
 
noun




a long journey involving travel by sea or in space




•
 
a six-year voyage to Jupiter




•
 


‹figurative›

 writing a biography is a 
voyage of discovery

 .














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
go on a long journey, typically by sea or in space




•
 
he has voyaged through places like Venezuela and Peru.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 sail over or along (a sea or river).








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voyageable






adjective




(
 — 

‹archaic›















2.
 
voyager

 
/ˈvoi(i)jər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a journey): from Old French 
voiage

 , from Latin 
viaticum

 ‘provisions for a journey’ (in late Latin ‘journey’).





Voyager

 
/ˈvoiijər/






either of two American space probes launched in 1977 to investigate the outer planets. Voyager 1 encountered Jupiter and Saturn, while Voyager 2 reached Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and finally Neptune (1989).









voyageur

 
/ˌvwäyəˈZHər, ˌvoi-ə-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (especially in Canada) a boatman employed by the fur companies in transporting goods and passengers to and from trading posts.











– origin

 French, literally ‘voyager,’ from 
voyager

 ‘to travel.’





Voyageurs National Park

 
/ˌvwäyəˈZHərz, ˌvoi-ə-/






a preserve in northern Minnesota, along the Canadian border, whose name recalls the French fur traders of the 18th century.









voyeur

 
/voiˈyər vwäˈyər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who gains sexual pleasure from watching others when they are naked or engaged in sexual activity.




2.
 
a person who enjoys seeing the pain or distress of others.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
voyeurism

 
/ˈvoiyəˌrizəm /






noun













2.
 
voyeuristic

 
/ˌvoiyəˈristik /






adjective













3.
 
voyeuristically






adverb



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from French, from 
voir

 ‘see.’





VP






abbreviation




Vice President.













VPL






abbreviation



1.
 
visible programming language.




2.
 


‹informal›

 visible panty line.













VPN






abbreviation






[Computing]

 virtual private network.













VR






abbreviation



1.
 
Queen Victoria.

[abbreviation of Latin 
Victoria Regina

 .]




2.
 
variant reading.




3.
 
virtual reality.













VRAM

 
/ˈvēram/





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a type of RAM used in computer display cards.











– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
video RAM

 .





VRML






abbreviation






[Computing]

 virtual reality modeling language.













vroom

 
/vro͞om vro͝om /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a vehicle or its engine) make a roaring sound when traveling or running at high speed.




2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (an engine in a vehicle) to make a roaring sound.








II.
 
noun




the roaring sound of an engine or motor vehicle.








III.
 
exclamation




used to express or imitate the sound of an engine, or to suggest speed or acceleration




•
 
press the ignition button and vroom!

















– origin

 1960s: imitative.





VS






abbreviation




Veterinary Surgeon.













vs.

 
/ˈvərsəs/






abbreviation




versus.













V-shaped

 
/ˈvēSHāpt/






adjective




having the shape of a letter V, tapering to a point




•
 
look on the head for a white V-shaped marking.



















V-sign

 
/ˈvē ˌsīn/






noun



1.
 
a sign made with the first two fingers pointing up in a V-shape, with the palm of the hand facing outward, used as a symbol or gesture of victory or peace.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a sign made with the first two fingers pointing up in a V-shape, with the back of the hand facing outward, used as a gesture of abuse or contempt.













VSO

 
/ˌvē ˌes ˈō/






abbreviation




Voluntary Service Overseas.













VSOP






abbreviation




Very Special Old Pale, a kind of brandy.













VT






abbreviation




Vermont (in official postal use).













Vt.






abbreviation




Vermont.













VTO






abbreviation




vertical takeoff.













VTOL

 
/ˈvēˌtäl/






abbreviation




vertical takeoff and landing.













VTR






abbreviation




videotape recorder.













Vuelta

 
/ˈvweltə/





I.
 
an annual long-distance race for professional cyclists first held in 1935 and taking place primarily on the roads of Spain over a period of about three weeks. It consists of multiple stages which are separately timed, several of these stages encompassing mountainous terrain in the Pyrenees.







– origin

 abbreviation of Spanish 
Vuelta (Ciclista) a Espana

 ‘Tour of Spain.’





vug

 
/vəɡ/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a cavity in rock, lined with mineral crystals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vuggy

 
/ˈvəɡē /






adjective













2.
 
vugular

 
/ˈvəɡyələr /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Cornish 
vooga

 .





Vuillard, Édouard

 
/vwēˈyär/






(1868–1940), French painter and graphic artist; full name 
Jean Édouard Vuillard

 . A member of the Nabi Group, he produced decorative panels, murals, paintings, and lithographs, particularly of domestic interiors and portraits.










Vulcan

 
/ˈvəlkən /

 

‹Roman Mythology›






I.
 
the god of fire.

Greek equivalent Hephaestus
 .




II.
 
[as 
noun

 ]
 — a member of a humanoid alien species in the US television series 
Star Trek

 and its derivatives and sequels.









Vulcanian

 
/ˌvəlˈkānēən/






adjective



1.
 
associated with the god Vulcan.




2.
 
(also 
vulcanian

 )
 — associated with metalworking or metallurgy.




3.
 
(also 
vulcanian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 relating to or denoting a type of volcanic eruption marked by periodic explosive events.

[early 20th cent.: from 
Vulcano

 , the name of a volcano in the Lipari Islands, Italy, + -ian
 .]














vulcanite

 
/ˈvəlkəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




hard black vulcanized rubber.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Vulcan
 + -ite
 1
 .





vulcanize

 
/ˈvəlkəˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
harden (rubber or rubberlike material) by treating it with sulfur at a high temperature.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vulcanizable

 
/ˈvəlkəˌnīzəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
vulcanization

 
/ˌvəlk(ə)nəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvəkəˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













3.
 
vulcanizer

 
/ˈvəlkəˌnīzər /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent. (in the sense ‘throw into a fire’): from Vulcan
 + -ize
 .





Vulg.






abbreviation




Vulgate.













vulgar

 
/ˈvəlɡər/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking sophistication or good taste; unrefined




•
 
the vulgar trappings of wealth.










2.
 
making explicit and offensive reference to sex or bodily functions; coarse and rude




•
 
a vulgar joke.










3.
 


‹dated›

 characteristic of or belonging to the masses.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vulgarity

 
/vəlˈɡerədē /






noun













2.
 
vulgarly

 
/ˈvəlɡərlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin 
vulgaris

 , from 
vulgus

 ‘common people.’ The original sense was ‘used in ordinary calculations’ (surviving in vulgar fraction
 ) and ‘in ordinary use, used by the people’ (surviving in vulgar Latin
 and vulgar tongue
 ).






vulgar fraction

 
/ˈvəlɡər ˈfrakSHən/






noun




British term for common fraction
 .













vulgarian

 
/ˌvəlˈɡerēən/






noun




an unrefined person, especially one with newly acquired power or wealth.













vulgarism

 
/ˈvəlɡəˌrizəm/






noun



1.
 
a word or expression that is considered inelegant, especially one that makes explicit and offensive reference to sex or bodily functions.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an instance of rude or offensive behavior.













vulgarize

 
/ˈvəlɡəˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make less refined




•
 
her voice, vulgarized by its accent, was full of caressing tones.










2.
 
make commonplace or less subtle or complex


(as 
adj.

 
vulgarized

 )


•
 
a vulgarized version of the argument.














II.
 
derivatives





vulgarization

 
/ˌvəlɡ(ə)rəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌvəlɡəˌrīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun






















vulgar Latin






noun




informal Latin of classical times.














vulgar tongue






noun

 — (
the vulgar tongue

 )


1.
 


‹dated›

 the national or vernacular language of a people (used typically to contrast such a language with Latin).













Vulgate

 
/ˈvəlˌɡāt ˈvəlɡət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the principal Latin version of the Bible, prepared mainly by St. Jerome in the late 4th century, and (as revised in 1592) adopted as the official text for the Roman Catholic Church.




2.
 
(
vulgate

 )
 — a commonly recognized text or edition, as of the 
Iliad

 .




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
vulgate

 )
 — common or colloquial speech




•
 
I required a new, formal language in which to address him, not the vulgate.

















– origin

 from Latin 
vulgata (editio)

 ‘(edition) prepared for the public,’ feminine past participle of 
vulgare

 , from 
vulgus

 ‘common people.’





vuln1


 
/vəln/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Heraldry]

 wound.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: formed irregularly from Latin 
vulnerare

 ‘to wound.’





vuln2







noun




a vulnerability, especially one associated with computer security




•
 
the total of 10 vulns discovered are described as highly critical.




















vulnerable

 
/ˈvəln(ə)rəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
susceptible to physical or emotional attack or harm




•
 
we were in a vulnerable position




•
 
small fish are 
vulnerable to

 predators.










2.
 
(of a person) in need of special care, support, or protection because of age, disability, or risk of abuse or neglect




•
 
employees must be better trained in how to deal with vulnerable young people.










3.
 


[Bridge]

 (of a partnership) liable to higher penalties, either by convention or through having won one game toward a rubber.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vulnerability

 
/ˌvəln(ə)rəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
vulnerableness

 
/ˈvəlnər(ə)bəlnəs /






noun













3.
 
vulnerably

 
/-blē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from late Latin 
vulnerabilis

 , from Latin 
vulnerare

 ‘to wound,’ from 
vulnus

 ‘wound.’





vulnerary

 
/ˈvəlnəˌrerē /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adjective




(of a drug, plant, etc.) of use in the healing of wounds.








II.
 
noun




a medicine used in the healing of wounds.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Latin 
vulnerarius

 , from 
vulnus

 ‘wound.’





Vulpecula

 
/ˌvəlˈpekyələ /

 

‹Astronomy›






I.
 
an inconspicuous northern constellation (the Fox), lying in the Milky Way between Cygnus and Aquila.




II.
 
(as 
genitive

 
Vulpeculae

 )
 — used with a preceding letter or numeral to designate a star in this constellation




•
 
the star Alpha Vulpeculae.













– origin

 Latin, diminutive of 
vulpes

 ‘fox.’





vulpine

 
/ˈvəlˌpīn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to a fox or foxes.




2.
 
crafty; cunning




•
 
Karl gave a vulpine smile.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Latin 
vulpinus

 , from 
vulpes

 ‘fox.’





vulture

 
/ˈvəlCHər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large bird of prey with the head and neck more or less bare of feathers, feeding chiefly on carrion and reputed to gather with others in anticipation of the death of a sick or injured animal or person.

[Order 
Accipitriformes

 : the 
Old World vultures

 (family 
Accipitridae

 , esp. 
Gyps

 and 
Aegypius

 ) and the 
New World vultures

 (with the condors in the family 
Cathartidae

 ).]




2.
 
a contemptible person who preys on or exploits others.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vulturine

 
/ˈvəlCHəˌrīn /






adjective













2.
 
vulturish






adjective













3.
 
vulturous

 
/-CHərəs /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
vultur

 , from Latin 
vulturius

 .





vulture fund






noun






[Finance]

 a fund that invests in companies or properties that are performing poorly and may therefore be undervalued.













vulva

 
/ˈvəlvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Anatomy]

 the female external genitals.




2.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the external opening of the vagina or reproductive tract in a female mammal or nematode.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
vulval

 
/ˈvəlv(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
vulvar






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Latin, literally ‘womb.’





vulvitis

 
/ˌvəlˈvīdəs/






noun






[Medicine]

 inflammation of the vulva.













vulvovaginitis

 
/ˌvəlvōˌvajəˈnīdəs/






noun




inflammation of the vulva and vagina.













vuvuzela

 
/ˌvo͞ovəˈzelə/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a long horn blown by fans at soccer matches in South Africa.











– origin

 perhaps from Zulu.





vv.






abbreviation



1.
 
verses.




2.
 
volumes.














Vyatka

 
/ˈvyätkə, vēˈät-/






an industrial town in western Russia, in the central part of European Russia, on the Vyatka River; pop. 464,500 (est. 2008).

Former name (1934–92) Kirov
 .









vying

 
/ˈvīiNG/






present participle of vie
 .









W1


 
/ˈdəbəlˌyo͞o /

 
w






noun



1.
 
the twenty-third letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after V in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
a shape like that of a letter W


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the 
W-shaped

 northern constellation of Cassiopeia.



















W2


 
/ˈdəbəlˌyo͞o/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
Wales.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 see walk
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).




3.
 
warden.




4.
 
(in tables of sports results) games won.




5.
 
watt(s).




6.
 
Wednesday.




7.
 
week.




8.
 
(
w

 )
 — weight.




9.
 
Welsh.




10.
 
West or Western




•
 
104° W




•
 
W Europe.










11.
 
(in personal ads) White.




12.
 


[Cricket]

 (on scorecards) wicket(s).




13.
 
width




•
 
23 in. H x 20.5 in. W x 16 in. D.










14.
 
(in personal ads) widowed.




15.
 
(in genealogies) wife.




16.
 
(in shortwave transmissions) with.




17.
 
women's (clothes size).




18.
 


[Physics]

 work.








II.
 
symbol




the chemical element tungsten.

[from modern Latin 
wolframium

 .]













Wa

 
/wä/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a hill people living on the border between China and Burma (Myanmar).




2.
 
the Mon-Khmer language of the Wa.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Wa or their language.













WA






abbreviation



1.
 
Washington (the state) (in official postal use).




2.
 
Western Australia.














Waac

 
/wak/





I.
 
noun




a member of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (later the WAC), formed in 1942 and disbanded as a separate force in 1978, or of the British force of the same name (1917–19).











– origin

 acronym.






Waadt

 
/vät/






German name for Vaud
 .









Waal

 
/väl/






a river in the south central Netherlands. The more southern of two major distributaries of the Rhine River, it flows for 52 miles (84 km) from the point where the Rhine forks, just west of the border with Germany, to the estuary of the Meuse (Maas) River on the North Sea.









Wabash River

 
/ˌwôbaSH ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 475 miles (765 km) from western Ohio across Indiana and then along the Indiana-Illinois border to the Ohio River.









wabi

 
/ˈwäbē/





I.
 
noun




(in Japanese art) a quality of austere and serene beauty expressing a mood of spiritual solitude recognized in Zen Buddhist philosophy.











– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘solitude.’





WAC

 
/wak/






abbreviation



1.
 
Women's Army Corps.

See Waac
 .




2.
 
(also 
Wac

 )
 — a member of the Women's Army Corps.














wack

 
/wak /

 

‹informal chiefly US›






I.
 
adjective




bad; inferior




•
 
a wack radio station.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a crazy or eccentric person.




2.
 
worthless or stupid ideas, work, or talk; rubbish




•
 
this track is a load of wack.

















– origin

 1930s: probably a back-formation from wacky
 .






wackadoo

 
/ˈwakəˌdo͞o /

 

‹US informal›


 
whackadoo





I.
 
noun




an eccentric or fanatical person




•
 
he seems like a good guy even if he is a wackadoo.














II.
 
adjective




eccentric or fanatical




•
 
out of the blue, he would do something completely wackadoo.

















– origin

 1950s: probably from wack
 or wacky
 .





wackadoodle

 
/ˈwakəˌdo͞odl /

 

‹US informal›


 
whackadoodle





I.
 
noun




an eccentric or fanatical person




•
 
an alarming number of wackadoodles predict the world will indeed end.














II.
 
adjective




eccentric or fanatical




•
 
he has given credence to a lot of wackadoodle beliefs.

















– origin

 1990s: from wackadoo
 .






wacke

 
/ˈwakə/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a sandstone of which the mud matrix in which the grains are embedded amounts to between 15 and 75 percent of the mass.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German, from Middle High German 
wacke

 ‘large stone,’ Old High German 
wacko

 ‘pebble.’





wack job

 
whack job






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a crazy or extremely eccentric person




•
 
he has established himself as a paranoid wack job.




















wacko

 
/ˈwakō /

 

‹informal chiefly N. Amer.›


 
whacko





I.
 
adjective




mad; insane




•
 
his willingness to pursue every wacko idea that enters his mind.














II.
 
noun




a crazy person.











– origin

 1970s: from wacky
 + -o
 .






wacky

 
/ˈwakē /

 
whacky





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 funny or amusing in a slightly odd or peculiar way




•
 
a wacky chase movie.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wackily

 
/ˈwakəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wackiness

 
/ˈwakēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent. (originally dialect): from the noun whack
 + -y
 1
 .





Waco

 
/ˈwākō/






a commercial and industrial city in east central Texas; pop. 124,009 (est. 2008).









wad

 
/wäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a lump or bundle of a soft material, used for padding, stuffing, or wiping




•
 
a 
wad of

 cotton.










2.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a disk of felt or another material used to keep powder or shot in place in a gun barrel.




3.
 
a portion of chewing gum, or of tobacco or a narcotic when used for chewing.




4.
 
a bundle of paper, banknotes, or documents




•
 
a thick 
wad of

 index cards.










5.
 


‹informal›

 a large amount of something, especially money




•
 
she was working on TV and had 
wads of

 money.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
wadded

 )


1.
 
compress (a soft material) into a lump or bundle




•
 
a wadded handkerchief.










2.
 
stop up (an aperture or a gun barrel) with a bundle or lump of soft material




•
 
he had something wadded behind his teeth.










3.
 
line or stuff (a garment or piece of furniture) with wadding




•
 
a wadded sheepskin coat.














III.
 
phrases





shoot one's wad






spend all one's money.

[originally, to fire one's gun with only the wad for a projectile when one's ammunition is exhausted.]















– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting wadding): perhaps related to Dutch 
watten

 , French 
ouate

 ‘padding, absorbent cotton.’





wadcutter

 
/ˈwädˌkədər/






noun






(chiefly US)

 a bullet designed to cut a neat hole in a paper range target.













wadding

 
/ˈwädiNG/






noun



1.
 
soft, thick material used to line garments or pack fragile items, especially absorbent cotton.




2.
 
a material from which wads for guns are made.













waddle

 
/ˈwädl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk with short steps and a clumsy swaying motion




•
 
three geese waddled across the road.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a waddling gait




•
 
I walk with a waddle.














III.
 
derivatives





waddler

 
/ˈwädlər, ˈwädl-ər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: perhaps a frequentative of wade
 .





waddy

 
/ˈwädē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Australian Aboriginal's war club.




2.
 


(Austral./NZ)

 a club or stick, especially a walking stick.











– origin

 from Dharuk 
wadi

 ‘tree, stick, club.’






wade

 
/wād/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk through water or another liquid or soft substance




•
 
we waded ashore.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — walk through (something filled with water)




•
 
firefighters waded the waist-deep flood water.










3.
 
(
wade through

 )
 — read laboriously through (a long piece of writing).




4.
 
(
wade into

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 get involved in (something) vigorously or forcefully




•
 
he waded into the yelling, fighting crowd.










5.
 
(
wade in

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 make a vigorous attack or intervention




•
 
Nicola waded in and grabbed the baby.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of wading.








III.
 
derivatives





wadable

 
wadeable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wadan

 ‘move onward,’ also ‘penetrate,’ from a Germanic word meaning ‘go (through),’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
vadere

 ‘go,’ as in vade mecum
 .





Wade, Virginia

 
/wād/






(1945–), English tennis player; full name 
Sarah Virginia Wade

 . During 1968–77, she won the women's singles title at the US Open, the Australian Open, and Wimbledon.









Wade–Giles

 
/ˌwādˈjīlz/






noun




a system of romanized spelling for transliterating Chinese, devised by 
Sir Thomas Francis Wade

 (1818–95) and 
Herbert Allen Giles

 (1845–1935). It has been largely superseded by Pinyin.













wader

 
/ˈwādər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal, especially a bird, that wades, in particular




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a wading bird of the order 
Ciconiiformes

 , which comprises the herons, storks, and ibises.




3.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a wading bird of the order 
Charadriiformes

 , which comprises the sandpipers, plovers, and related birds.

Also called shorebird
 (esp. in North America).




4.
 
(
waders

 )
 — high waterproof boots, or a waterproof garment for the legs and body, used especially by anglers when fishing.













wadi

 
/ˈwädē/





I.
 
noun




(in certain Arabic-speaking countries) a valley, ravine, or channel that is dry except in the rainy season.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Arabic 
wādī

 .






wading pool

 
/wādiNG po͞ol/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a shallow artificial pool for children to paddle in.













WAF

 
/waf/





I.
 
abbreviation




Women in the Air Force.








II.
 
noun




a member of the WAF.














wafer

 
/ˈwāfər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a very thin, light, crisp, sweet cookie or cracker, especially one of a kind eaten with ice cream.




2.
 
a thin disk of unleavened bread used in the Eucharist.




3.
 


[Electronics]

 a very thin slice of a semiconductor crystal used as the substrate for solid-state circuitry.




4.
 


‹historical›

 a small disk of dried paste formerly used for fastening letters or holding papers together.




5.
 
a round, thin piece of something




•
 
a wafer of ice.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹rare›

 fasten or seal (a letter, document, etc.) with a wafer.








III.
 
derivatives





wafery

 
/ˈwāf(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
gaufre

 (see goffer
 ), from Middle Low German 
wāfel

 ‘waffle’; compare with waffle
 2
 .





wafer-thin

 
/ˈˌwāfər ˈTHin/






adjective, adverb




very thin or thinly


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
plates of wafer-thin metal




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
slicing meats wafer-thin.



















Waffen SS

 
/ˌväfən ˌesˈes/





I.
 
noun

 — (
the Waffen SS

 )


1.
 
the combat units of the SS in Nazi Germany during World War II.











– origin

 German 
Waffen

 ‘arms, weapons.’





waffle1


 
/ˈwäfəl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 fail to make up one's mind




•
 
Joseph had been waffling over where to go.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 speak or write, especially at great length, without saying anything important or useful




•
 
he 
waffled on

 about everything that didn't matter.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 a failure to make up one's mind




•
 
his waffle on abortion.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 lengthy but trivial or useless talk or writing.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waffler

 
/ˈwäf(ə)lər /






noun













2.
 
waffly

 
/ˈwäf(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally in the sense ‘yap, yelp’): frequentative of dialect 
waff

 ‘yelp,’ of imitative origin.






waffle2


 
/ˈwäfəl/





I.
 
noun




a small crisp batter cake, baked in a waffle iron and eaten hot with butter or syrup.








II.
 
adjective




denoting a style of fine honeycomb weaving or a fabric woven to give a honeycomb effect.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Dutch 
wafel

 ; compare with wafer
 and goffer
 .





waffle iron

 
/ˈwäfəl ˌī(ə)rn ˈwôfəl ˌī(ə)rn/






noun




a utensil, typically consisting of two shallow metal pans hinged together, used for baking waffles.













waft

 
/wäft waft/





I.
 
verb




pass or cause to pass easily or gently through or as if through the air


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the smell of stale fat wafted out from the cafe




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
each breeze would waft pollen around the house.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a gentle movement of air.




2.
 
a scent or odor carried on a movement of air.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘escort (a ship)’): back-formation from obsolete 
wafter

 ‘armed convoy vessel,’ from Low German and Dutch 
wachter

 , from 
wachten

 ‘to guard.’ A sense ‘convey by water’ gave rise to the current use of the verb.






wag1


 
/waɡ/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to an animal's tail) move or cause to move rapidly to and fro


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his tail began to wag




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
the dog went out, wagging its tail.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (an upward-pointing finger) from side to side to signify a warning or reprimand




•
 
she wagged a finger at Elinor.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (used of a tongue, jaw, or chin, as representing a person) talk, especially in order to gossip or spread rumors




•
 
this is a small island, and tongues are beginning to wag.














II.
 
noun




a single rapid movement from side to side




•
 
a chirpy wag of the head.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
how the world wags








‹dated›

 how affairs are going or being conducted.









2.
 
the tail wags the dog






see tail
 1
 .















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): from the Germanic base of Old English 
wagian

 ‘to sway.’





wag2


 
/waɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a person who makes facetious jokes.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting a young man or mischievous boy, also used as a term of endearment to an infant): probably from obsolete 
waghalter

 ‘person likely to be hanged’ (see wag
 1
 , halter
 ).






wage

 
/wāj/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
wages

 )


1.
 
a fixed regular payment, typically paid on a daily or weekly basis, made by an employer to an employee, especially to a manual or unskilled worker




•
 
we were struggling to get better wages.







Compare with salary
 .




2.
 
(
wages

 )
 — 

[Economics]

 the part of total production that is the return to labor as earned income, as distinct from the remuneration received by capital as unearned income.




3.
 
the result or effect of doing something considered wrong or unwise




•
 
the wages of sin is death.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry on (a war or campaign)




•
 
it is necessary to destroy their capacity to wage war.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French, of Germanic origin; related to gage
 1
 and wed
 .





wage drift






noun






[Finance]

 the tendency for the average level of wages actually paid to rise above wage rates through increases in overtime and other factors.













wager

 
/ˈwājər/





I.
 
noun, verb




more formal term for bet
 .











– origin

 Middle English (also in the sense ‘solemn pledge’): from Anglo-Norman French 
wageure

 , from 
wager

 ‘to wage.’





wage slave

 
/ˈwāj ˌslāv/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person wholly dependent on income from employment, typically employment of an arduous or menial nature.








II.
 
derivatives





wage slavery






noun





















waggery

 
/ˈwaɡərē/






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 waggish behavior or remarks; jocularity.




2.
 


‹dated›

 
‹archaic›

 a waggish action or remark.













waggish

 
/ˈwaɡiSH/





I.
 
adjective






‹dated›

 humorous in a playful, mischievous, or facetious manner




•
 
a waggish riposte.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waggishly

 
/ˈwaɡiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
waggishness

 
/ˈwaɡiSHnəs /






noun






















waggle

 
/ˈwaɡəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 


‹informal›

 move or cause to move with short quick movements from side to side or up and down


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his arm waggled




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
Mary waggled a glass at them.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 swing (a golf club) loosely to and fro over the ball before playing a shot.








II.
 
noun




an act of waggling.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: frequentative of wag
 1
 .





waggle dance






noun




a waggling movement performed by a honeybee at the hive or nest, to indicate to other bees the direction and distance of a source of food.













waggly

 
/ˈwaɡ(ə)lē/






adjective




moving with quick short movements from side to side or up and down




•
 
a waggly tail.



















Wagner, Honus

 
/ˈwaɡnər/






(1874–1955), US baseball player and coach; full name 
John Peter Wagner;

 known as the 
Flying Dutchman

 . Joining the National League in 1897 and playing shortstop for the Pittsburgh Pirates 1900–1917, he was noted for his hitting and base stealing. Baseball Hall of Fame (1936).









Wagner, Richard

 
/ˈväɡnər/






(1813–83), German composer; full name 
Wilhelm Richard Wagner

 . He developed an operatic genre that he called music drama, synthesizing music, drama, verse, legend, and spectacle. Notable works: 
The Flying Dutchman

 (1841), 
Der Ring des Nibelungen

 (1847–74), 
Tristan and Isolde

 (1859), and the 
Siegfried Idyll

 (1870).









Wagnerian

 
/väɡˈnirēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the operas of Richard Wagner




•
 
arduous Wagnerian roles.










2.
 
having the enormous dramatic scale and intensity of a Wagner opera




•
 
a strategic predicament of positively Wagnerian proportions.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an admirer of the German composer Richard Wagner or his music




•
 
I'm attacked by the Wagnerians who think I am dragging him through the mud.










2.
 
a performer of the music of the German composer Richard Wagner




•
 
how she will develop as a Wagnerian remains to be seen.



















Wagner tuba






noun




a brass instrument of baritone pitch with an oval shape and upward-pointing bell, combining features of the tuba and the French horn and first used in Wagner's 
Der Ring des Nibelungen

 .














wagon

 
/ˈwaɡən /

 


‹Brit.›

 waggon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a vehicle used for transporting goods or another specified purpose




•
 
a coal wagon




•
 
an ammunition wagon.










2.
 
a four-wheeled trailer for agricultural use, or a small version of this for use as a child's toy.




3.
 
a horse-drawn vehicle, especially a covered wagon used by early settlers in North America and elsewhere.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a wheeled cart or hut used as a food stall.




5.
 
a small cart or wheeled table used for serving drinks or food.




6.
 
a vehicle like a camper used by gypsies or circus performers.




7.
 


‹informal›

 short for station wagon
 .




8.
 


(Brit.)

 a railroad freight car.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
fix someone's wagon






bring about a person's downfall or spoil their chances of success.









2.
 
hitch one's wagon to a star






see hitch
 .









3.
 
off the wagon






(of an alcoholic) drinking after a period of abstinence




•
 
she 
fell off the wagon

 two days after making a resolution to quit.















4.
 
on the wagon








‹informal›

 (of an alcoholic) abstaining from drinking




•
 
Agnes was thinking of 
going on the wagon

 again.





















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Dutch 
wagen

 ; related to wain
 .





wagoner

 
/ˈwaɡənər /

 


‹Brit.›

 waggoner





I.
 
noun




the driver of a horse-drawn wagon.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from Dutch 
wagenaar

 , from 
wagen

 (see wagon
 ).





wagonette

 
/ˌwaɡəˈnet /

 


‹Brit.›

 waggonette






noun




a four-wheeled horse-drawn pleasure vehicle, typically open, with facing side seats and one or two seats arranged crosswise in front.













wagon-lit

 
/ˌvaɡônˈlē/





I.
 
noun




a sleeping car on a European railroad.











– origin

 from French 
wagon

 ‘railroad car’ + 
lit

 ‘bed.’





wagonload

 
/ˈwaɡənˌlōd/






noun




an amount of something that can be carried in one wagon




•
 
a 
wagonload of

 food.



















wagon train

 
/ˈwaɡən ˌtrān/






noun






‹historical›

 a convoy or train of covered horse-drawn wagons, as used by pioneers or settlers in North America.













wagtail

 
/ˈwaɡˌtāl/






noun




a slender Eurasian and African songbird with a long tail that is frequently wagged up and down, typically living by water.

[Family 
Motacillidae

 : two genera, in particular 
Motacilla

 , and several species.]













Wagyu

 
/ˈwāɡyo͞o/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a breed of Japanese cattle.




2.
 
the tender beef obtained from Wagyu cattle, typically containing a high percentage of unsaturated fat.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
wa

 ‘Japanese’ + 
gyu

 ‘cattle, beef.’





Wahhabi

 
/wəˈhäbē wäˈhäbē /

 
Wahabi





I.
 
noun




a member of a strictly orthodox Sunni Muslim sect founded by 
Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab

 (1703–92). It advocates a return to the early Islam of the Koran and Sunna, rejecting later innovations; the sect is still the predominant religious force in Saudi Arabia.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Wahhabism






noun













2.
 
Wahhabite






noun, adjective





















wahine

 
/wäˈhēnē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Polynesian woman or wife, especially in Hawaii or New Zealand.




2.
 
a young woman surfer.











– origin

 Hawaiian or Maori.





WAHM






abbreviation




work-at-home mom (or mother).













wahoo1


 
/ˈwäˌho͞o, ˌwäˈho͞o/





I.
 
noun




(also 
wahoo elm

 )
 — another term for winged elm
 .











– origin

 perhaps from Creek 
ahá-hwa

 ‘walnut.’





wahoo2


 
/ˈwäho͞o/





I.
 
noun




a North American burning bush.

[
Euonymus atropurpurea

 , family 
Celastraceae

 .]











– origin

 from Dakota.





wahoo3


 
/ˈwäho͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large predatory tropical marine fish of the mackerel family, prized as a game fish.

[
Acanthocybium solanderi

 , family 
Scombridae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





wahoo4


 
/ˈwäho͞o/





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 another term for yahoo
 2
 .











– origin

 1940s: probably a natural exclamation.





wah-wah

 
/ˈwäwä /

 
wa-wa





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a musical effect achieved on brass instruments by alternately applying and removing a mute and on an electric guitar by controlling the output from the amplifier with a pedal.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 a pedal for producing a wah-wah effect on an electric guitar.











– origin

 1920s: imitative.





waif

 
/wāf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a homeless and helpless person, especially a neglected or abandoned child




•
 
she is foster-mother to various 
waifs and strays

 .










2.
 
an abandoned pet animal.




3.
 


[Law]

 a piece of property thrown away by a fleeing thief and held by the state in trust for the owner to claim.








II.
 
derivatives





waifish






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old Northern French 
gaif

 , probably of Scandinavian origin. Early use was often in 
waif and stray

 , as a legal term denoting a piece of property found and, if unclaimed, falling to the lord of the manor.





Waikato

 
/wīˈkätō, -ˈkatō/






a river in New Zealand that flows northwest for 270 miles (434 km) from the center of North Island to the Tasman Sea, the country's longest river.









Waikiki

 
/ˌwīkēˈkē/






a beach resort, a suburb of Honolulu, on the island of Oahu in Hawaii.









wail

 
/wāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a prolonged high-pitched cry of pain, grief, or anger




•
 
Christopher let out a wail.










2.
 
a sound resembling a prolonged high-pitched cry




•
 
the wail of an air-raid siren.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a cry of pain, grief, or anger




•
 
Tina ran off wailing




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“But why?” she wailed.










2.
 
make a sound resembling a wail




•
 
the wind wailed and buffeted the timber structure.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 manifest or feel deep sorrow for; lament




•
 
she wailed her wretched life.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wailer

 
/ˈwālər /






noun













2.
 
wailful

 
/ˈwālf(ə)l /






adjective




(
 — 

‹literary›















3.
 
wailingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse; related to woe
 .






Wailing Wall

 
/ˌwāliNG ˈwôl/






another name for Western Wall
 .









Waimea Canyon

 
/wīˌmāə ˈkanyən/






a deep canyon in western Kauai Island in Hawaii. Also called 
Grand Canyon of the Pacific

 .










wain

 
/wān/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a wagon or cart.




2.
 
(
the Wain

 )
 — 

‹archaic›

 short for Charles's Wain
 .











– origin

 Old English 
wæg(e)n

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wagen

 and German 
Wagen

 , also to way
 and weigh
 1
 .





Wain, John

 
/wān/






(1925–94), English writer and critic; full name 
John Barrington Wain

 . One of the Angry Young Men of the early 1950s, he was later professor of poetry at Oxford 1973–78.









wainscot

 
/ˈwānˌskōt ˈwānskət ˈwānˌskät/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an area of wooden paneling on the lower part of the walls of a room.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 imported oak of fine quality, used mainly to make paneling.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
line (a room or wall) with wooden paneling.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German 
wagenschot

 , apparently from 
wagen

 ‘wagon’ + 
schot

 , probably meaning ‘partition.’





wainscoting

 
/ˈwānskōdiNG ˈwānˌskädiNG /

 
wainscotting






noun



1.
 
wooden paneling that lines the lower part of the walls of a room.




2.
 
material for wainscoting.













wainwright

 
/ˈwānrīt/






noun






‹historical›

 a wagon-builder.













Wainwright, Jonathan Mayhew

 
/ˈwānˌrīt/






IV (1883–1953), US army officer. The general in charge of all US troops on the Philippine Islands in 1942, he was forced to surrender at Corregidor and was held as a prisoner of war by the Japanese until 1945.









Waipahu

 
/wīˈpäho͞o/






a city in Hawaii, on southern Oahu Island, west of Pearl City; pop. 33,108 (2000).









WAIS

 
/ˌdəbəˌyo͞oˌāˌīˈes/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 wide area information service, designed to provide access to information across a computer network.













waist

 
/wāst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the part of the human body below the ribs and above the hips.




2.
 
the circumference of this




•
 
her waist is 28 inches.










3.
 
a narrowing of the trunk of the body above the hips




•
 
the last time you had a waist was around 1978.










4.
 
the part of a garment encircling or covering the waist.




5.
 
the point at which a garment is shaped so as to narrow between the rib cage and the hips




•
 
a jacket with a high waist.










6.
 


(US)

 a blouse or bodice.




7.
 
a narrow part in the middle of anything, such as a violin, an hourglass, the body of wasp, etc.




8.
 
the middle part of a ship, between the forecastle and the quarterdeck.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waisted

 
/ˈwāstid /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
high-waisted



















2.
 
waistless






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently representing an Old English word from the Germanic root of wax
 2
 .





waistband

 
/ˈwās(t)ˌband/






noun




a strip of cloth forming the waist of a garment such as a skirt or a pair of trousers.













waist cloth






noun




a loincloth.













waistcoat

 
/ˈweskət ˈwās(t)ˌkōt/






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 a vest, especially one worn by men over a shirt and under a jacket.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a man's quilted long-sleeved garment worn under a doublet in the 16th and 17th centuries.













waist-deep






adjective, adverb




of or at a depth to reach the waist


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the waist-deep water




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
Ellwood stood waist-deep in the water.



















waist-high






adjective, adverb




of or at a height to reach the waist


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a ruin surrounded by waist-high grass




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
weeds grew waist-high.



















waistline

 
/ˈwās(t)ˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
an imaginary line around a person's body at the waist, especially with respect to its size




•
 
eliminating inches from the waistline.










2.
 
the shaping and position of the waist of a garment.













wait

 
/wāt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stay where one is or delay action until a particular time or until something else happens




•
 
he did not 
wait for

 a reply




•
 
we're waiting for Allan to get back




•
 
they will 
wait on

 a Supreme Court ruling




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
Ben stood on the street corner waiting to cross




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I had to wait my turn to play.










2.
 
(
wait for

 or 
on

 )
 — stay where one is or delay action until (someone) arrives or is ready




•
 
he sits on the corner waiting for Mary




•
 
she was waiting on her boyfriend.










3.
 
remain in readiness for some purpose




•
 
he found the train waiting at the platform.










4.
 
be left until a later time before being dealt with




•
 
we shall need a statement later, but that will have to wait.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 defer (a meal) until a person's arrival




•
 
he will wait supper for me.










6.
 
(
cannot wait

 )
 — used to indicate that one is eagerly impatient to do something or for something to happen




•
 
I can't wait for tomorrow




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
I can't wait to get started again.










7.
 
act as a waiter or waitress, serving food and drink




•
 
a local man was employed to 
wait on

 them at table




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
we had to wait tables in the mess hall.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a period of waiting




•
 
we had a long wait.










2.
 
(
waits

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 street singers of Christmas carols.




3.
 


‹historical›

 official bands of musicians maintained by a city or town.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
wait and see






wait to find out what will happen before doing or deciding something.









2.
 
you wait






used to convey a threat, warning, or promise




•
 
just you wait till your father comes home!


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wait on (or upon)





a.
 
act as an attendant to (someone)




•
 
a maid was appointed to wait on her.










b.
 
serve (a customer) in a store.




c.
 


‹archaic›

 pay a respectful visit to.




d.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 await the convenience of




•
 
we can't wait on the government; we have to do it ourselves.















2.
 
wait up





a.
 
not go to bed until someone arrives or something happens.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 go more slowly or stop until someone catches up.















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
waitier

 , of Germanic origin; related to wake
 1
 . Early senses included ‘lie in wait (for),’ ‘observe carefully,’ and ‘be watchful.’





wait-a-bit

 
/ˈwādəbit /

 
wait-a-bit thorn





I.
 
noun






(chiefly S. African)

 an African bush with hooked thorns that catch the clothing, in particular an acacia.











– origin

 translating Afrikaans 
wag-‘n-bietjie

 , literally ‘wait a bit.’





Waite, Morrison Remick

 
/wāt/






(1816–88), US chief justice 1874–88. Appointed to the position by President Grant, he wrote over 100 opinions, many of which upheld the power of state governments.









waiter

 
/ˈwādər/






noun



1.
 
a man whose job is to serve customers at their tables in a restaurant.




2.
 
a person who waits for a time, event, or opportunity.




3.
 
a small tray; a salver.













waiting

 
/ˈwādiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of staying where one is or delaying action until a particular time or until something else happens.




2.
 
official attendance at court.

See also lady-in-waiting
 .













waiting game

 
/wādiNG ɡām/






noun




a tactic in which one refrains from action for a time in order to act more effectively at a later date or stage




•
 
policemen were playing a waiting game outside a country cottage.




















waiting list

 
/ˈwādiNG ˌlist/






noun




a list of people waiting for something, especially housing or admission to a school.













waiting room






noun




a room provided for the use of people who are waiting to be seen by a doctor or dentist or who are waiting in a station for a bus or train.













wait list

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




another term for waiting list
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put (someone) on a waiting list.













waitperson

 
/ˈwātˌpərs(ə)n/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a waiter or waitress (used as a neutral alternative).













waitress

 
/ˈwātris/






noun




a woman whose job is to serve customers at their tables in a restaurant.













waitressing

 
/ˈwātrisiNG/






noun




the action or occupation of working as a waitress.













waitron

 
/ˈwāträn, -trən/






noun






(US)

 a waiter or waitress (used as a neutral alternative).













waitstaff

 
/ˌwātstaf/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 waiters and waitresses collectively.













wait state






noun




the condition of computer software or hardware being unable to process further instructions while waiting for some event such as the completion of a data transfer.













waive

 
/wāv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refrain from insisting on or using (a right or claim)




•
 
he will waive all rights to the money.










2.
 
refrain from applying or enforcing (a rule, restriction, or fee)




•
 
her tuition fees would be waived.

















– origin

 Middle English (originally as a legal term relating to removal of the protection of the law): from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
gaiver

 ‘allow to become a waif, abandon.’ / 
usage:

 
Waive

 and 
waiver

 should not be confused with 
wave

 and 
waver

 . 
Waive

 is a transitive verb that means ‘surrender (a right or claim),’ and 
waiver

 is its related noun, meaning ‘an instance of waiving’ or ‘a document recording such waiving’: he 
waived

 potential rights in the case by signing the 
waiver

 . 
Wave

 , as a transitive verb, means ‘move (one's hand, or something in one's hand) to and fro’: she 
waved

 the paper to get their attention. 
Waver

 is an intransitive verb that means ‘shake with a quivering motion’ or ‘be undecided about two courses of action’: the tall grass wavered silently; at the last minute, he 
wavered

 and said he wasn't sure whether he should go.





waiver

 
/ˈwāvər/






noun



1.
 
an act or instance of waiving a right or claim.




2.
 
a document recording the waiving of a right or claim.













Wakamba

 
/wäˈkämbə/






plural form of Kamba
 .









wakame

 
/ˈwäkəˌmā, wäˈkämā/





I.
 
noun




an edible brown seaweed used, typically in dried form, in Chinese and Japanese cooking.

[
Undaria pinnatifida

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]











– origin

 Japanese.





Wakashan

 
/wäˈkaSHən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to a small family of almost extinct American Indian languages of the northern Pacific coast, including Kwakiutl and Nootka.








II.
 
noun




the Wakashan family of languages.











– origin

 formed by Captain Cook from Nootka 
wakash

 ‘bravo!’ + -an
 .






wake1


 
/wāk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
emerge or cause to emerge from a state of sleep; stop sleeping


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
she 
woke up

 feeling better




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I wake him gently.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
wake up to

 )
 — become alert to or aware of




•
 
he needs to wake up to reality.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (something) to stir or come to life




•
 
it wakes desire in others.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(Irish)

 
(N. Amer.)

 
‹dialect›

 hold a vigil beside (someone who has died)




•
 
we waked Jim last night.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a watch or vigil held beside the body of someone who has died, sometimes accompanied by ritual observances including eating and drinking.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
wakes

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 (in some parts of the UK) a festival and holiday held annually in a rural parish, originally on the feast day of the patron saint of the church.

[probably from Old Norse 
vaka

 .]








III.
 
phrases





wake up and smell the coffee






[usu. in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 become aware of the realities of a situation, however unpleasant.












IV.
 
derivatives





waker

 
/ˈwākər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English (recorded only in the past tense 
wōc

 ), also partly from the weak verb 
wacian

 ‘remain awake, hold a vigil,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
waken

 and German 
wachen

 ; compare with watch
 .






wake2


 
/wāk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a trail of disturbed water or air left by the passage of a ship or aircraft.




2.
 
used to refer to the aftermath or consequences of something




•
 
the committee was set up 
in the wake of

 the inquiry.

















– origin

 late 15th cent. (denoting a track made by a person or thing): probably via Middle Low German from Old Norse 
vǫk

 , 
vaka

 ‘hole or opening in ice.’





wakeboarding

 
/ˈwākˌbôrdiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport of riding on a short, wide board resembling a surfboard and performing acrobatic maneuvers while being towed behind a motorboat.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wakeboard

 
/ˈwākˌbôrd /






noun













2.
 
wakeboarder

 
/ˈwākˌbôrd /






noun



















– origin

 1990s: from wake
 2
 , on the pattern of 
surfboarding

 .





Wakefield

 
/ˈwākfēld/






an industrial town in eastern Massachusetts, north of Boston; pop. 24,717 (est. 2008).









wakeful

 
/ˈwākfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) unable or not needing to sleep




•
 
he had been wakeful all night.










2.
 
alert and vigilant.




3.
 
(of a period of time) passed with little or no sleep




•
 
wakeful nights.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wakefully






adverb













2.
 
wakefulness

 
/ˈwākfəlnəs /






noun





















Wake Island

 
/ˌwāk ˈīlənd/






a coral atoll in the Pacific Ocean, north of the Marshall Islands. Controlled by the US since 1898, it was the scene of World War II fighting after the Japanese occupied it in December 1941.










waken

 
/ˈwākən/





I.
 
verb




literary term for wake
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb).











– origin

 Old English 
wæcnan

 ‘be aroused,’ of Germanic origin; related to wake
 1
 .





wake-robin

 
/ˈwākˌräbən/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for trillium
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for cuckoopint
 .













wake-up

 
/ˈwākəp/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an instance of a person waking up or being woken up.













wake-up call

 
/wāk əp kôl/






noun



1.
 
a telephone call made according to a prior arrangement to wake the person called.




2.
 
a person or thing that causes people to become fully alert to an unsatisfactory situation and to take action to remedy it




•
 
today's statistics will be a wake-up call for the administration.



















waking

 
/ˈwākiNG/






noun




the state of being awake




•
 
he hangs between sleeping and waking.



















wakizashi

 
/ˌwäkēˈzäSHē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese sword shorter than a katana.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
waki

 ‘side’ + 
sasu

 ‘wear at one's side.’





Waksman, Selman Abraham

 
/ˈwäksmən, ˈwak-/






(1888–1973), US microbiologist, born in Russia. He discovered the antibiotic streptomycin for use especially against tuberculosis. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1952).









Walden Pond

 
/ˌwôldən ˈpänd/






a pond in Concord in Massachusetts, associated with the writer Henry David Thoreau, now within a state park.










Waldenses

 
/wôlˈdensēz wälˈdensēz/





I.
 
plural noun




a Christian sect that was founded in southern France 
c.

 1170 by 
Peter Valdes

 (d.1205), a merchant of Lyons, and adopted Calvinist doctrines during the Reformation, now existing chiefly in Italy and America.








II.
 
derivatives





Waldensian

 
/wôlˈdensēən /






adjective, noun





















Waldheim, Kurt

 
/ˈvôldˌhīm, ˈwôld-, ˈvält-/






(1918–2007), Austrian diplomat and statesman; president 1986–92. He was secretary general of the United Nations 1972–81. His later career was blemished by revelations about his service as a German officer in World War II.









waldo

 
/ˈwôldō/






noun




a remote manipulator, as for puppets, operated either mechanically or electronically.













Waldorf salad

 
/ˌwôlˌdôrf ˈsaləd/





I.
 
noun




a salad made from apples, walnuts, celery, and mayonnaise.











– origin

 named after the 
Waldorf

 -Astoria Hotel in New York, where it was first served.






wale

 
/wāl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ridge on a textured woven fabric such as corduroy.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 a plank running along the side of a wooden ship, thicker than the usual planking, and strengthening and protecting the hull.




3.
 
a horizontal band around a woven basket.











– origin

 late Old English 
walu

 ‘stripe, weal.’





Waler

 
/ˈwālər/






noun



1.
 
a horse of a typically light breed from Australia, especially from New South Wales.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of Australia, especially New South Wales.














Wales

 
/wālz/





I.
 
a principality of Great Britain and the United Kingdom, west of central England; pop. 2,993,000 (est. 2008); capital, Cardiff.

Welsh name Cymru
 .





The Celtic inhabitants of Wales successfully maintained independence from the Anglo-Saxons who settled in England following the withdrawal of the Romans. Norman colonization from England began in the 12th century, and English control over the country was assured by Edward I's conquest 1277–84. Edward began the custom of making the English sovereign's eldest son Prince of Wales. Wales was formally brought into the English legal and parliamentary system by Henry VIII in 1536 but has retained a distinct cultural identity. In 1997, a referendum narrowly approved proposals for a Welsh assembly.





Wales, Prince of






see Prince of Wales
 ; Charles, Prince
 .









Wałęsa, Lech

 
/vəˈlensə, vəˈwensə/






(1943–), Polish labor leader and statesman; president 1990–95. The founder of the labor union called Solidarity (1980), he was imprisoned 1981–82 after the movement was banned. After Solidarity's landslide victory in the 1989 elections, he became president. Nobel Peace Prize (1983).









wali

 
/ˈwälē/





I.
 
noun




the governor of a province in an Arab country.











– origin

 from Arabic 
wālī

 .






walk

 
/wôk/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move at a regular and fairly slow pace by lifting and setting down each foot in turn, never having both feet off the ground at once




•
 
I walked across the lawn




•
 
she turned and walked a few paces.










2.
 
use movements similar to walking but with a different part of one's body or a support




•
 
he could walk on his hands, carrying a plate on one foot.










3.
 
go on foot for recreation and exercise




•
 
you can walk in 21,000 acres of mountain and moorland.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — travel along or over (a route or area) on foot




•
 
the police department has encouraged officers to walk the beat.










5.
 
(of a quadruped) proceed with the slowest gait, always having at least two feet on the ground at once.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — ride (a horse) at its slowest gait




•
 
he walked his horse toward her.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 abandon or suddenly withdraw from a job, commitment, or situation




•
 
they can 
walk away

 from the deal




•
 
we were expecting the merger with Bell to go through—we didn't expect Bell to walk on the deal.










8.
 


‹informal›

 be released from suspicion or from a charge




•
 
had any of the others come clean during the trial, he might have walked.










9.
 
used to suggest that someone has achieved a state or position easily or undeservedly




•
 
no one has the right to 
walk

 straight 
into

 a well-paid job for life.










10.
 
(of a ghost) be present and visible




•
 
the ghosts of Bannockburn walked abroad.










11.
 


‹archaic›

 used to describe the way in which someone lives or behaves




•
 
walk humbly with your God.










12.
 


[Baseball]

 be awarded first base after not swinging at four balls pitched outside the strike zone.




13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Baseball]

 allow or enable (a batter) to do this.




14.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitcher) give a walk with the bases loaded so as to force in (a run).




15.
 


[Basketball]

 another term for travel
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 verb).




16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause or enable (someone or something) to walk or move as though walking




•
 
she walked her fingers over the dresses.










17.
 
guide, accompany, or escort (someone) on foot




•
 
he walked her home to her door.










18.
 
take (a domestic animal, typically a dog) out for exercise




•
 
a man walking his retriever.










19.
 
push (a bicycle or motorcycle) while walking alongside it.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of traveling or an excursion on foot




•
 
he was too restless to sleep, so he went out for a walk.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — used to indicate the time that it will take someone to reach a place on foot or the distance that they must travel




•
 
the library is within five minutes' walk.










3.
 
a route recommended or marked out for recreational walking.




4.
 
a sidewalk or path.




5.
 
a part of a forest under one keeper.




6.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 the round followed by a mail carrier.




7.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an unhurried rate of movement on foot




•
 
they crossed the field at a leisurely walk.










8.
 
the slowest gait of an animal.




9.
 
a person's manner of walking




•
 
the spring was back in his walk.










10.
 


[Baseball]

 an instance of being awarded (or allowing a batter to reach) first base after not swinging at four balls pitched outside the strike zone.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
walk all over





a.
 


‹informal›

 treat in a thoughtless, disrespectful, and exploitative manner




•
 
they thought they could come in and walk all over us.










b.
 
defeat easily.









2.
 
walking encyclopedia

 
walking dictionary








‹informal›

 a person who has an impressive knowledge of facts or words.









3.
 
a walk in the park

 

‹informal›







something that is very easy to accomplish




•
 
as any director will tell you, doing Shakespeare isn't a walk in the park.















4.
 
walk someone off their feet






walk with someone until they are exhausted.









5.
 
walk of life






the position within society that someone holds or the part of society to which they belong as a result of their job or social status




•
 
the courses attracted people from all walks of life.















6.
 
walk of shame

 

‹informal›







an instance of walking back home on the day after an unplanned casual sexual encounter, typically dressed in the same clothes as the previous evening.




•
 
if you're at his and have to make the dreaded walk of shame home, steel yourself.















7.
 
walk on air






see air
 .









8.
 
walk on eggshells






be extremely cautious about one's words or actions.









9.
 
walk the walk (also walk the talk)








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 suit one's actions to one's words.









10.
 
walk the plank






see plank
 .









11.
 
walk the streets





a.
 
walk freely in a town or city.




b.
 
work as a prostitute.









12.
 
walk the wards








‹dated›

 gain experience as a clinical medical student.









13.
 
win in a walk








(N. Amer.)

 win without effort or competition.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
walk away






easily, casually, or irresponsibly abandon a situation in which one is involved or for which one is responsible.









2.
 
walk away with








‹informal›

 another way of saying walk off with
 .









3.
 
walk something back








(chiefly US)

 retract a statement or reverse an action or decision




•
 
when given the chance to walk her remarks back, she did not.















4.
 
walk for






model the clothes of (a particular designer or fashion house) at a fashion show




•
 
she's walked for Chanel and Vivienne Westwood.















5.
 
walk in on





a.
 
enter suddenly or unexpectedly.




b.
 
intrude on




•
 
he was clearly not expecting her to walk in on him just then.















6.
 
walk into








‹informal›

 encounter or become involved in through ignorance or carelessness




•
 
I had walked into a situation from which there was no escape.















7.
 
walk off with

 

‹informal›






a.
 
steal.




b.
 
win




•
 
the team walked off with a silver medal.















8.
 
walk something off






exercise on foot in order to undo the effects of a heavy meal.









9.
 
walk out





a.
 
depart suddenly or angrily.




b.
 
leave one's job suddenly.




c.
 
go on strike.




d.
 
abandon someone or something toward which one has responsibilities




•
 
he 
walked out on

 his wife.










e.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 go for walks in courtship




•
 
you were 
walking out with

 Tom.















10.
 
walk over








‹informal›

 another way of saying walk all over
 .









11.
 
walk through





a.
 
rehearse (a play or other piece), reading the lines aloud from a script and performing the actions of the characters.




b.
 
act or perform in a perfunctory or lackluster manner.









12.
 
walk someone through






guide (someone) carefully through a process




•
 
a meeting to walk parents through the complaint process.





















– origin

 Old English 
wealcan

 ‘roll, toss,’ also ‘wander,’ of Germanic origin. The sense ‘move around,’ and specifically ‘go around on foot,’ arose in Middle English.





walkable

 
/ˈwôkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an area or route) suitable or safe for walking




•
 
a walkable neighborhood




•
 
the path is flush with the surface of the glacier, but it's firm and walkable.










2.
 
(of a destination) close enough to be reached by walking




•
 
this hotel is walkable from the bus station.














II.
 
derivatives





walkability

 
/ˌwôkəˈbilədē /






noun





















walkabout

 
/ˈwôkəˌbout/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Austral.)

 a journey on foot undertaken by an Australian Aboriginal in order to live in the traditional manner.




2.
 


(Austral.)

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 an informal stroll among a crowd conducted by an important visitor.




3.
 


(Austral.)

 a walking tour.








II.
 
phrases





go walkabout





a.
 
(of an Australian Aboriginal) wander into the bush away from white society in order to live in the traditional manner.




b.
 
wander around from place to place in a protracted or leisurely way.

















walkathon

 
/ˈwôkəˌTHän/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a long-distance walk organized as a fundraising event.











– origin

 1930s: from walk
 , on the pattern of 
marathon

 .






walker

 
/ˈwôkər/






noun



1.
 
a person who walks, especially for exercise or enjoyment.




2.
 
a device for helping a baby learn to walk, consisting of a harness set into a frame on wheels.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a frame used by disabled or infirm people for support while walking, typically made of metal tubing with small wheels or rubber-tipped feet.













Walker, Alice

 
/ˈwôkər/






(1944–), US writer and critic; full name 
Alice Malsenior Walker

 . She wrote the award-winning 
The Color Purple

 (1982), a story about a black woman rebuilding her life after being raped by her supposed father, which was made into a movie in 1985. She also wrote 
Possessing the Secret of Joy

 (1992) and 
By the Light of My Father's Smile

 (1998).









Walker, Jimmy






(1881–1946), US politician; full name 
James John Walker

 . He was mayor of New York City 1926–32 but resigned when his involvement in fraud was exposed.









Walker, Sarah Breedlove






(1867–1919), US entrepreneur and philanthropist; known as 
Madame C. J. Walker

 . She invented and marketed a preparation to straighten hair in 1905 and built her business into the largest African-American–owned firm in the US, giving much of her wealth to black educational institutions and charities.









Walker Cup






a golf tournament held every two years and played between teams of male amateurs from the US and from Great Britain and Ireland, first held in 1922. The tournament was instituted by 
George Herbert Walker

 , a former president of the US Golf Association.









walkie-talkie

 
/ˌwôkēˈtôkē/






noun




a portable two-way radio.













walk-in

 
/ˈwôk ˌin/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of a storage area) large enough to walk into




•
 
a walk-in closet.










2.
 
(of a service) available for customers or clients without the need for an appointment




•
 
a walk-in clinic.














II.
 
noun




a walk-in customer or a walk-in storage area.













walking bass

 
/ˈwôkiNG ˌbās/






noun






[Music]

 a bass part in 4/4 time in which a note is played on each beat of the bar and which typically moves up and down the scale in small steps.














walking fern






noun




a North American fern with long slender tapering fronds that form new plantlets where the tips touch the ground, typically growing on limestone.

[
Asplenium rhizophyllus

 , family 
Aspleniaceae

 .]













walking frame

 
/ˈwôkiNG ˌfrām/






noun






(Brit.)

 full form of walker
 .













walking leaf






noun



1.
 
another term for leaf insect
 .




2.
 
another term for walking fern
 .













walking leg






noun






[Zoology]

 (in certain arthropods, especially crustaceans) a limb used for walking.













walking papers

 
/ˈwôkiNG ˈpāpərz/






plural noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 notice of dismissal from a job




•
 
the reporter has been given his walking papers.




















walking pneumonia






noun




a type of pneumonia caused by mycoplasmas, with symptoms similar to but milder than those of bacterial or viral pneumonia. It spreads easily and typically affects school-age children and adults under 40.













walking shoe






noun




a sturdy, practical shoe with good treads, suitable for regular or extensive walking.













walking stick

 
/ˈwôkiNG ˌstik/






noun



1.
 
a stick, typically with a curved handle, used for support when walking.




2.
 
(also 
walkingstick

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a long, slender, slow-moving insect that resembles a twig. In many species, it appears that there are no males and that the females lay fertile eggs without mating.

[Family 
Phasmatidae

 , order 
Phasmida

 : many genera.]













walking tour

 
/ˈwôkiNG ˌto͝o(ə)r/






noun




a sightseeing tour made on foot.













walking wounded

 
/ˌwôkiNG ˈwo͞ondəd/






plural noun

 — (usu. 
the walking wounded

 )


1.
 
people who have been injured in a battle or major accident but who are still able to walk.




2.
 
people who have suffered emotional wounds.













Walkman

 
/ˈwôkmən ˈwôkˌman/






noun






‹trademark›

 a type of personal stereo.













walk-off






noun






[Baseball]

 a run scored by the home team to gain the lead at the bottom of the final inning, thereby ending the game




•
 
I like it so much when we win with a walk-off




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a walk-off home run.



















walk-on

 
/ˈwôk ˌôn/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
denoting a small nonspeaking part in a play or film.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who plays a small nonspeaking part in a play or film, or the part itself.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sports player with no regular status in a team.













walkout

 
/ˈwôkˌout/






noun




a sudden angry departure, especially as a protest or strike.













walkover

 
/ˈwôkˌōvər/






noun



1.
 
an easy victory




•
 
they won in a 12–2 walkover.










2.
 
a win by forfeit.




3.
 
a somersault in which a gymnast performs a handstand and then slowly moves the feet backward and down to the floor, or first arches back into a handstand and then slowly moves the feet forward and down to the floor.













walk-through

 
/ˈwôk ˌTHro͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tour or demonstration of an area or task




•
 
a floor-by-floor walk-through of the library.










2.
 
a software model of a building or other object in which the user can simulate walking around.




3.
 
a rough rehearsal of a play, film, or other performance, without an audience or cameras.




4.
 


[Computing]

 a product review of software carried out before release.




5.
 
(in computer gaming) a document giving advice on how to complete a game.




•
 
players may consider downloading a free walk-through of the game.










6.
 
an undemanding task or role.




7.
 
a perfunctory or lackluster performance.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
designed to be walked through




•
 
a walk-through gallery




•
 
walk-through registration.



















walk-up

 
/ˈwôk ˌəp/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a building) allowing access to the upper floors by stairs only; having no elevator




•
 
a walk-up hotel.










2.
 
(of a room or apartment) accessed by stairs.




3.
 
(of a building or service) easily accessible to pedestrians




•
 
a walk-up food stand.










4.
 
(of a travel fare) at the price charged for immediate use rather than at the lower level provided when a customer makes a reservation in advance




•
 
the one-way walk-up fare from Baltimore to San Francisco.














II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a building allowing access to the upper floors by stairs only.













walkway

 
/ˈwôkˌwā/






noun




a passage or path for walking along, especially a raised passageway connecting different sections of a building or a wide path in a park or garden.













wall

 
/wôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a continuous vertical brick or stone structure that encloses or divides an area of land




•
 
a garden wall




•
 
farmland traversed by drystone walls.










2.
 
a side of a building or room, typically forming part of the building's structure.




3.
 
any high vertical surface or facade, especially one that is imposing in scale




•
 
the eastern wall of the valley




•
 


‹figurative›

 flash floods sent a 6-foot wall of water through the village.










4.
 
a thing perceived as a protective or restrictive barrier




•
 
a wall of silence.










5.
 


[Soccer]

 a line of defenders forming a barrier against a free kick taken near the penalty area.




6.
 
short for climbing wall
 .




7.
 


[Mining]

 the rock enclosing a lode or seam or forming the side of a mine-working.




8.
 


[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the membranous outer layer or lining of an organ or cavity




•
 
the wall of the stomach.










9.
 


[Biology]

 see cell wall
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enclose (an area) within walls, especially to protect it or lend it some privacy




•
 
housing areas that are 
walled off

 from the indigenous population.










2.
 
(
wall something up

 )
 — block or seal a place by building a wall around or across it




•
 
one doorway has been walled up.










3.
 
(
wall someone/something in/up

 )
 — confine or imprison someone or something in a restricted or sealed place




•
 
the gray tenements walled in the space completely.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
between you, me, and the wall






see lamppost
 .









2.
 
drive someone up the wall








‹informal›

 make someone very irritated or angry.









3.
 
go to the wall

 

‹informal›






a.
 
(of a business) fail; go out of business.




b.
 
support someone or something, no matter what the cost to oneself




•
 
the tendency for poets to 
go to the wall for

 their beliefs.















4.
 
hit the wall






(of an athlete) experience a sudden loss of energy in a long race.









5.
 
off the wall

 

‹informal›






a.
 
eccentric or unconventional.




b.
 
(of a person) angry




•
 
the president was off the wall about the article.










c.
 
(of an accusation) without basis or foundation.









6.
 
walls have ears








‹proverb›

 be careful what you say as people may be eavesdropping.









7.
 
wall-to-wall





a.
 

/ˌwôltəˈwôl /

 — (of a carpet or other floor covering) fitted to cover an entire floor.




b.
 


‹informal›

 denoting great extent or number




•
 
wall-to-wall customers.


















IV.
 
derivatives





wall-less






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, from Latin 
vallum

 ‘rampart,’ from 
vallus

 ‘stake.’





Wallabout Bay

 
/ˌwôləbout ˈbā/






a former inlet of the East River in Brooklyn in New York City, the site of the imprisonment of thousands of American prisoners during the American Revolution, many of whom died here.









wallaby

 
/ˈwäləbē/





I.
 
noun




an Australasian marsupial that is similar to, but smaller than, a kangaroo.

[Family 
Macropodidae

 : several genera and numerous species, including the 
agile wallaby

 (
Macropus agilis

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk 
walabi

 or 
waliba

 .





Wallace, Alfred Russel

 
/ˈwôləs, ˈwäl-/






(1823–1913), English naturalist; a founder of zoogeography.









Wallace, Edgar






(1875–1932), English novelist, screenwriter, and playwright; full name 
Richard Horatio Edgar Wallace

 . He wrote the screenplay for the movie 
King Kong

 , which was made shortly after his death.









Wallace, George






(1919–98), US politician; full name 
George Corley Wallace

 . A four-term governor of Alabama, he gained national attention in the early 1960s when he defied civil rights legislation that outlawed segregation in public schools. While campaigning for the 1972 Democratic presidential nomination, he was shot and paralyzed by would-be assassin 
Arthur Bremer

 (1950–).









Wallace, Henry A.






(1888–1965), US politician, agriculturist, and editor; full name 
Henry Agard Wallace

 . He was editor of 
Wallaces' Farmer

 and its successor 1910–33. He was US secretary of agriculture 1933–40, US vice president 1941–45, and US secretary of commerce 1945–46. He was the presidential candidate for the new Progressive Party in 1948.









Wallace, Mike






(1918–2012), US journalist; born 
Myron Leon Wallace

 . A news correspondent with CBS from 1963, he appeared on the television news program 
60 Minutes

 from 1968.









Wallace, Sir William






(
c.

 1270–1305), Scottish national hero. A leader of Scottish resistance to Edward I, he defeated the English army at Stirling in 1297. After Edward's second invasion of Scotland in 1298, he was defeated and subsequently executed.









Wallace's line

 

‹Zoology›







a hypothetical line, proposed by Alfred Russel Wallace, marking the boundary between the Oriental and Australian zoogeographical regions. Wallace's line is now placed along the continental shelf of Southeast Asia, east of the islands of Borneo, Bali, and the Philippines. To the west of the line, Asian animals such as monkeys predominate, while to the east of it, the fauna is dominated by marsupials.










Wallachia

 
/wäˈlākēə, wə- /

 
Walachia





I.
 
a former principality in southeastern Europe, between the Danube River and the Transylvanian Alps. In 1861, it was united with Moldavia to form Romania.




II.
 
derivatives





Wallachian






adjective, noun



















– origin

 based on a variant of Vlach
 .





wallah

 
/ˈwälə/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
combination

 or with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


(Indian)

 
‹informal›

 a person concerned or involved with a specified thing or business




•
 
ice cream wallahs.










2.
 


(Indian)

 
‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of a specified place




•
 
Bombay wallahs.

















– origin

 from the Hindi suffix 
-vālā

 ‘doer’ (commonly interpreted in the sense ‘fellow’), from Sanskrit 
pālaka

 ‘keeper.’






wallaroo

 
/ˌwôləˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun




a large Australian kangaroo, the female of which is paler than the male.

[Genus 
Macropus

 , family 
Macropodidae

 : two species, in particular the 
common wallaroo

 (
M. robustus

 ).]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk 
walaru

 .





Walla Walla

 
/ˌwälə ˈwälə/






a historic commercial and industrial city in southeastern Washington; pop. 30,643 (est. 2008).









wallboard

 
/ˈwôlbôrd/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a type of board made from wood pulp, plaster, or other material, used for covering walls and ceilings.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a piece of wallboard.













wall chart






noun




a chart or poster designed for display on a wall as a teaching aid or source of information.













wall covering

 
/ˈwôlˌkəv(ə)riNG/






noun




material such as wallpaper or textured fabric used as a decorative covering for interior walls.













wallcreeper

 
/ˈwôlˌkrēpər/






noun




a Eurasian songbird related to the nuthatches, having mainly gray plumage with broad bright red wings, and living among rocks in mountainous country.

[
Tichodroma muraria

 , family 
Sittidae

 (or 
Tichodromadidae

 ).]













wall cress






noun




another term for arabis
 .













walled garden






noun



1.
 
a garden or yard enclosed by high walls.




2.
 


[Computing]

 
[Telecommunications]

 a restricted range of information to which subscribers to a particular service are limited.













Wallenberg, Raoul

 
/ˈwôlənˌbərɡ, ˈvälənˌber(yə)/






(1912–?), Swedish diplomat in Budapest. In 1944, he helped many thousands of Jews escape death by issuing them Swedish passports. Arrested by the Soviets in 1945, he was imprisoned in Moscow. Although Soviet authorities stated that he died in prison in 1947, his fate remains uncertain.









Waller, Fats

 
/ˈwälər/






(1904–43), US jazz pianist, songwriter, bandleader, and singer; born 
Thomas Wright Waller

 . The composer of the songs 
“Ain't Misbehavin'”

 (1928) and 
“Honeysuckle Rose”

 (1929), he was the foremost exponent of the New York “stride school” of piano playing.









wallet

 
/ˈwälət ˈwôlət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pocket-sized, flat, folding holder for money and plastic cards.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a bag for holding provisions, especially when traveling, typically used by peddlers and pilgrims.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a bag for provisions): probably via Anglo-Norman French from a Germanic word related to well
 2
 . The current sense (originally US) dates from the mid 19th cent.





walleye

 
/ˈwôlī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an eye with a streaked or opaque white iris.




2.
 
an eye directed abnormally outward.




3.
 
a North American pikeperch with large, opaque silvery eyes. It is a commercially valuable food fish and a popular sporting fish.

[
Stizostedion vitreum

 , family 
Percidae

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





walleyed

 
/ˈwôlˌīd /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: back-formation from earlier 
wall-eyed

 , from Old Norse 
vagleygr

 ; related to Icelandic 
vagl

 ‘film over the eye.’





wallflower

 
/ˈwôlˌflou(ə)r/






noun



1.
 
a southern European plant of the cabbage family, with fragrant yellow, orange-red, dark red, or brown flowers, cultivated for its early spring blooming.

[
Cheiranthus cheiri

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who has no one to dance with or who feels shy, awkward, or excluded at a party.













wall hanging

 
/ˈwôl ˌhaNGiNG/






noun




a large decorative piece of fabric or other material to be hung on the wall of a room.













wall-hung

 
/ˈwôlˌhəNG/






adjective




another term for wall-mounted
 .













Wallingford

 
/ˈwäliNGfərd/






an industrial town in south central Connecticut; pop. 44,859 (est. 2008).









Wallis and Futuna Islands

 
/ˈwäləs and fo͞oˈto͞onə, ˈwôləs/






an overseas territory of France that consists of two groups of islands to the west of Samoa in the central Pacific Ocean; pop. 15,300 (est. 2009); capital, Mata-Utu.









wall knot

 
wale knot






noun




a knot made at the end of a rope by intertwining strands to prevent unraveling or act as a stopper.














wall-mounted

 
/ˈwôl ˌmoun(t)əd/






adjective




fixed to a wall.













wall of honor






noun




a wall on which are inscribed the names of individuals whose acts or achievements are deemed praiseworthy.














Walloon

 
/wäˈlo͞on wəˈlo͞on/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people who speak a French dialect and live in southern and eastern Belgium and neighboring parts of France.

Compare with Fleming, Peggy
 .




2.
 
the French dialect spoken by the Walloons.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Walloons or their language.











– origin

 from French 
Wallon

 , from medieval Latin 
Wallon-

 , from the same Germanic origin as Welsh
 .






wallop

 
/ˈwäləp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike or hit (someone or something) very hard




•
 
they walloped the back of his head with a stick




•
 


‹figurative›

 they were tired of getting walloped with income taxes.










2.
 
heavily defeat (an opponent).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavy blow or punch.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a potent effect




•
 
the script 
packs a wallop

 .










3.
 


(Brit.)

 alcoholic drink, especially beer.








III.
 
derivatives





walloper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a noun denoting a horse's gallop): from Old Northern French 
walop

 (noun), 
waloper

 (verb), perhaps from a Germanic phrase meaning ‘run well,’ from the bases of well
 1
 and leap
 . Compare with gallop
 . From ‘gallop’ the senses ‘bubbling noise of a boiling liquid’ and then ‘sound of a clumsy movement’ arose, leading to the current senses.





walloping

 
/ˈwäləpiNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a beating




•
 
she gave him a good walloping.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
large and powerful




•
 
a walloping shock.



















Wallops Island

 
/ˌwäləps ˈīlənd/






an island in eastern Virginia, on the Delmarva Peninsula, the site of a US rocket and high-altitude balloon facility.









wallow

 
/ˈwälō/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(chiefly of large mammals) roll about or lie relaxed in mud or water, especially to keep cool, avoid biting insects, or spread scent




•
 
watering places where buffalo liked to wallow.










2.
 
(of a boat or aircraft) roll from side to side




•
 
the small jet wallowed in the sky.










3.
 
(
wallow in

 )
 — (of a person) indulge in an unrestrained way in (something that creates a pleasurable sensation)




•
 
I was wallowing in the luxury of the hotel




•
 
he had been wallowing in self-pity.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of wallowing




•
 
a 
wallow in

 nostalgia.










2.
 
an area of mud or shallow water where mammals go to wallow, typically developing into a depression in the ground over long use.








III.
 
derivatives





wallower






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
walwian

 ‘to roll around,’ of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
volvere

 ‘to roll.’





Wallowa Mountains

 
/wəˌlouə ˈmoun(t)nz/






a range in northeastern Oregon. The Wallowa River valley, on its east, is home to the Nez Perce Indians.









wall painting

 
/ˈwôl ˌpān(t)iNG/






noun




a painting made directly on a wall, such as a fresco or mural.













wallpaper

 
/ˈwôlˌpāpər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
paper that is pasted in vertical strips over the walls of a room to provide a decorative or textured surface.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an optional background pattern or picture on a computer or mobile phone screen.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply wallpaper to (a wall or room).













wall pass






noun






[Soccer]

 a short pass to a teammate who immediately returns it.













wallpepper

 
/ˈwôlˌpepər /

 
wall pepper






noun




another term for mossy stonecrop (see stonecrop
 ).













wall plate






noun



1.
 
a piece of lumber laid horizontally in or on a wall as a support for a girder, rafter, or joist.




2.
 
a metal plate fixed to a wall for attaching a bracket, wiring, or other device.













wall rock

 
/wôl räk/






noun






[Geology]

 the rock adjacent to or enclosing a vein, hydrothermal ore deposit, fault, or other geological feature.













wall rocket






noun




a yellow-flowered European plant that resembles mustard and emits a foul smell when crushed.

[
Diplotaxis muralis

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













wall rue






noun




a small delicate spleenwort (fern) that resembles rue, growing on walls and rocks in both Europe and North America and sensitive to atmospheric pollution.

[
Asplenium ruta-muraria

 , family 
Aspleniaceae

 .]













Wall Street

 
/ˈwôl ˌstrēt/





I.
 
a street at the south end of Manhattan in New York City, where the New York Stock Exchange and other leading US financial institutions are located.




II.
 
used allusively to refer to the US money market or financial interests.







– origin

 named after a wooden stockade that was built in 1653 around the original Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam.





wall tent






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a tent with nearly perpendicular sides.













wall unit






noun




a piece of furniture having various sections, typically shelves and cabinets, designed to stand against a wall.













wallyball

 
/ˈwôlēˈbôl, ˈwä-/






noun




a game played on a four-walled court with rules similar to volleyball, and with a ball the same size as but harder than a volleyball. The ball is allowed to bounce once against the ceiling or one of the walls before being returned over the net.













walnut

 
/ˈwôlˌnət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the large wrinkled edible seed of a deciduous tree, consisting of two halves contained within a hard shell that is enclosed in a green fruit.




2.
 
(also 
walnut tree

 )
 — the tall tree that produces the walnut, with compound leaves and valuable ornamental timber that is used chiefly in cabinetmaking and gunstocks.

[Genus 
Juglans

 , family 
Juglandaceae

 : several species, including the 
common walnut

 (
J. regia

 ) and the 
black walnut

 (
J. nigra

 ).]











– origin

 late Old English 
walh-hnutu

 , from a Germanic compound meaning ‘foreign nut.’See also Welsh
 .





Walnut Creek






a residential and industrial city in north central California, northeast of Oakland; pop. 63,486 (est. 2008).









Walpole, Horace

 
/ˈwôlˌpōl/






4th Earl of Orford (1717–97), English writer and politician; son of Sir Robert Walpole. He wrote 
The Castle of Otranto

 (1764), one of the first Gothic novels.









Walpole, Sir Hugh






(1884–1941), British novelist, born in New Zealand; full name 
Sir Hugh Seymour Walpole

 . He is noted for 
The Herries Chronicle

 (1930–33), a historical sequence.









Walpole, Sir Robert






1st Earl of Orford (1676–1745), British statesman; first lord of the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer 1715–17 and 1721–42; father of Horace Walpole. He is generally thought of as the first British prime minister, since he presided over the cabinet for George I and George II.









Walpurgisnacht

 
/välˈpo͝orɡisˌnäKHt/






noun




German for Walpurgis night
 .














Walpurgis night

 
/välˈpo͝orɡəs ˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




(in German folklore) the night of April 30 (May Day's eve), when witches meet on the Brocken mountain and hold revels with the Devil.











– origin

 named after St. 
Walburga

 , an English nun who in the 8th cent. helped to convert the Germans to Christianity; her feast day coincided with an ancient pagan festival whose rites were intended to give protection from witchcraft.





Walras' law

 
/ˈvalras ˌlô /

 

‹Economics›






I.
 
a law stating that the total value of goods and money supplied equals that of goods and money demanded.




II.
 
derivatives





Walrasian






adjective



















– origin

 1940s: named after M. E. Léon 
Walras

 (1834–1910), French economist.





walrus

 
/ˈwôlrəs/





I.
 
noun




a large gregarious marine mammal related to the eared seals, having two large downward-pointing tusks and found in the Arctic Ocean.

[
Odobenus rosmarus

 , the only member of the family 
Odobenidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: probably from Dutch 
walrus

 , perhaps by an inversion of elements (influenced by 
walvis

 ‘whale-fish’) of Old Norse 
hrosshvalr

 ‘horse-whale.’





walrus mustache






noun




a long, thick, drooping mustache.













Walsall

 
/ˈwôlˌsôl, ˈwälˌsäl/






an industrial town in western central England; pop. 172,100 (est. 2009).









Walter Mitty

 
/ˌwôltər ˈmidē/





I.
 
the hero of a story (by James Thurber) who indulged in extravagant daydreams of his own triumphs.




II.
 
[as 
noun

 often as 
adj.

 ]
 — used to refer to a person who fantasizes about a life much more exciting and glamorous than their own life.









Walters, Barbara

 
/ˈwôltərz/






(1929–), US television journalist. Noted for her interviews of celebrities, she has appeared on the television programs 
20/20

 (1979–2004) and 
The View

 (1997–).









Waltham

 
/ˈwôlˌTHam, -ˌTHam/






a historic industrial and academic city in eastern Massachusetts, on the Charles River, west of Boston; pop. 60,236 (est. 2008).









Walton, Ernest

 
/ˈwôltn/






(1903–95), Irish physicist; full name 
Ernest Thomas Sinton Walton

 . In 1932 he succeeded, with Sir John Cockcroft, in splitting the atom. Nobel Prize for Physics (1951), shared with Cockcroft.









Walton, Izaak






(1593–1683), English writer. He is chiefly known for 
The Compleat Angler

 (1653; rewritten, 1655), which combines practical information on fishing with folklore and is interspersed with pastoral songs and ballads.









Walton, Sam






(1918–92), US businessman. He founded Wal-Mart discount stores in 1962 and by 1966, with 20 stores, had begun to computerize inventory. By 1991, Wal-Mart was the largest retailer in the US.










waltz

 
/wôlts/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dance in triple time performed by a couple who as a pair turn rhythmically around and around as they progress around the dance floor.




2.
 
a piece of music written for or in the style of a waltz.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance a waltz




•
 
I waltzed across the floor with the lieutenant.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — guide (someone) in or as if in a waltz




•
 
he waltzed her around the table.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move or act lightly, casually, or inconsiderately




•
 
you can't just 
waltz in

 and expect to make a mark




•
 
it is the third time that he has 
waltzed off with

 the coveted award.














III.
 
phrases





waltz Matilda






see Matilda
 2
 .












IV.
 
derivatives





waltzer

 
/wôltsər /






noun



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Walzer

 , from 
walzen

 ‘revolve.’





Walvis Bay

 
/ˈwôlvəs, ˈwäl-/






a port in Namibia; pop. 55,000 (est. 2009). Administratively, it was an exclave of the former Cape Province in South Africa until it was transferred to Namibia in 1994.









Wampanoag

 
/ˌwämpəˈnōaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a member of a confederacy of American Indian peoples of southeastern Massachusetts who spoke the extinct Algonquian language Massachusett.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Wampanoag.











– origin

 from an Algonquian name, literally ‘easterners.’





wampum

 
/ˈwämpəm/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a quantity of small cylindrical beads made by North American Indians from quahog shells, strung together and worn as a decorative belt or other decoration or used as money.











– origin

 from Massachusett 
wampumpeag

 , literally ‘white strings.’





wan

 
/wän/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person's complexion or appearance) pale and giving the impression of illness or exhaustion




•
 
she was looking wan and bleary-eyed.










2.
 
(of light) pale; weak




•
 
the wan dawn light.










3.
 
(of a smile) weak; strained.




4.
 


‹literary›

 (of the sea) without luster; dark and gloomy.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wanly

 
/ˈwänlē /






adverb













2.
 
wanness

 
/ˈwännəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wann

 ‘dark, black,’ of unknown origin.





WAN

 
/wan/






abbreviation






[Computing]

 wide area network.

[1980s: acronym.]













Wanamaker, John

 
/ˈwänəˌmākər/






(1838–1922) US businessman. A pioneering department store merchant, he cofounded a men's clothing store in Philadelphia in 1861. After his partner's death, he made it into a department store 1877 and opened another in New York City 1896. The success of his stores was based on advertising. He also served as US postmaster general 1889–93.









wand

 
/wänd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, thin stick or rod, in particular




2.
 
a stick or rod thought to have magic properties, held by a magician, fairy, or conjuror and used in casting spells or performing tricks




•
 
the fairy godmother waves her magic wand and grants the heroine's wishes.










3.
 
a staff or rod held as a symbol of office.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a conductor's baton.




5.
 
a handheld electronic device that can be passed over a bar code to read the encoded data.




6.
 
a handheld metal detector, used as a security device.




7.
 
a device emitting a laser beam, used especially to create a pointer on a projected image or text.




8.
 
a small stick with a brush at one end used for the application of mascara.




9.
 


[Archery]

 a target 6 feet (1.83 meters) high and 2 inches (5.8 cm) wide, set at 100 yards (91.44 meters) for men and 60 yards (54.86 meters) for women.




10.
 
(
wands

 )
 — one of the suits in some tarot packs, corresponding to batons in others.











– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
vǫndr

 , probably of Germanic origin and related to wend
 and wind
 2
 .






wander

 
/ˈwändər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
walk or move in a leisurely, casual, or aimless way




•
 
he wandered aimlessly through the narrow streets.










2.
 
move slowly away from a fixed point or place




•
 
please don't 
wander off

 again




•
 


‹figurative›

 his attention had wandered.










3.
 
(of a road or river) wind with gentle twists and turns in a particular direction; meander.




4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move or travel slowly through or over (a place or area)




•
 
she found her wandering the streets.










5.
 
be unfaithful to one's spouse or regular sexual partner.








II.
 
noun




an act or instance of wandering




•
 
she'd go on wanders like that in her nightgown.

















– origin

 Old English 
wandrian

 ; related to wend
 and wind
 2
 .





wanderer

 
/ˈwändərər/






noun




a person who travels aimlessly; a traveler




•
 
he is a longtime seaman, a rootless wanderer.



















wandering

 
/ˈwändəriNG/






adjective




traveling aimlessly from place to place; itinerant




•
 
a wandering preacher.



















wandering albatross






noun




a very large albatross of southern oceans, having white plumage with black wings and a wingspan of up to 11 feet (3.3 m).

[
Diomedea exulans

 , family 
Diomedeidae

 .]













wandering Jew

 
/ˈwänd(ə)riNG jo͞o/






noun



1.
 
a legendary person said to have been condemned by Jesus Christ to wander the earth until the Second Coming.




2.
 
a person who never settles down.




3.
 
a tender trailing tradescantia, typically having striped leaves that are suffused with purple.

[Genus 
Tradescantia

 , family 
Commelinaceae

 : 
T. albiflora

 and 
T. pendula

 (formerly 
Zebrina pendula

 ).]













Wanderjahr

 
/ˈvändərˌyär/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a year spent traveling abroad, typically immediately before or after a university or college course.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: German, literally ‘wander year.’





wanderlust

 
/ˈwändərˌləst/





I.
 
noun




a strong desire to travel




•
 
a man consumed by wanderlust.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Wanderlust

 .





wanderoo

 
/ˌwändəˈro͞o/





I.
 
noun




(in Sri Lanka) a leaf monkey or langur.

[Genus 
Presbytis

 , family 
Cercopithecidae

 : the purple-faced leaf monkey (
P. vetulus

 ), or the hanuman (
P. entellus

 ).]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Sinhalese 
wanderu

 ‘monkey.’





Wandervogel

 
/ˈwändərˌfōɡəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a German youth organization founded at the end of the 19th century for the promotion of outdoor activities and folk culture.




2.
 
a wanderer, especially someone who travels the world on foot.











– origin

 German, literally ‘bird of passage.’






wane1


 
/wān/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the moon) have a progressively smaller part of its visible surface illuminated, so that it appears to decrease in size.




2.
 
(especially of a condition or feeling) decrease in vigor, power, or extent; become weaker




•
 
confidence in the dollar waned.














II.
 
phrases





on the wane






becoming weaker, less vigorous, or less extensive




•
 
the epidemic was on the wane.





















– origin

 Old English 
wanian

 ‘lessen,’ of Germanic origin; related to Latin 
vanus

 ‘vain.’





wane2


 
/wān/





I.
 
noun




the amount by which a plank or log is beveled or falls short of a squared shape.








II.
 
derivatives





waney






adjective



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from wane
 1
 .





Wang, An

 
/wäNG/






(1920–90), US computer engineer; born in China. In 1948, he invented a magnetic core memory for computers. The founder of Wang Laboratories in 1951, he held 40 patents.










wangle

 
/ˈwaNGɡəl /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
obtain (something that is desired) by persuading others to comply or by manipulating events




•
 
I wangled an invitation to her party




•
 
I think we should be able to 
wangle it

 so that you can start tomorrow.














II.
 
noun




an act or an instance of obtaining something by persuasion or manipulation




•
 
they regarded the coalition as a wangle.














III.
 
derivatives





wangler

 
/ˈwaNG(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (first recorded as printers' slang): of unknown origin; perhaps based on the verb waggle
 .





wank

 
/waNGk /

 

‹Brit. vulgar slang›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(typically of a man) masturbate.








II.
 
noun




an act of masturbating.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





wank oneself/someone off (or wank off)








(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 masturbate.















– origin

 1940s: of unknown origin.





Wankel engine

 
/ˈwäNGkəl, ˈwaNG-/





I.
 
noun




a rotary internal combustion engine in which a curvilinear, triangular, eccentrically pivoted piston rotates in an elliptical chamber, forming three combustion spaces that vary in volume as the piston turns.











– origin

 1960s: named after Felix 
Wankel

 (1902–88), German engineer.





wanker

 
/ˈwaNGkər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 a person who masturbates (used as a term of abuse).













wanky

 
/ˈwaNGkē/





I.
 
adjective






(Brit.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 contemptible, worthless, or stupid




•
 
I was determined not to end up as some Nigel doing wanky beer ads.

















– origin

 late 20th cent.: from 
wank

 ‘masturbate’ (of unknown origin) + 
-y

 .





wanna

 
/ˈwônə ˈwänə /

 

‹informal›







contraction




want to; want a.













wannabe

 
/ˈwänəbē ˈwônəbē/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who tries to be like someone else or to fit in with a particular group of people




•
 
a star-struck wannabe.

















– origin

 1980s: representing a pronunciation of 
want to be

 .





want

 
/wänt wônt/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have a desire to possess or do (something); wish for




•
 
I want an apple




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
we want to go to the beach




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
she wanted me to go to her room




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
I'll give you a lift into town if you want.










2.
 
wish to consult or speak to (someone)




•
 
Tony wants me in the studio.










3.
 
(usu. 
be wanted

 )
 — (of the police) desire to question or apprehend (a suspected criminal)




•
 
he is wanted by the police in connection with an arms theft.










4.
 
desire (someone) sexually




•
 
I've wanted you since the first moment I saw you.










5.
 
[with 
present participle

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a thing) require to be attended to in a specified way




•
 
the wheel wants greasing.










6.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 ought, should, or need to do something




•
 
you don't want to believe everything you hear.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
want in/into/out/away

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 desire to be in or out of a particular place or situation




•
 
if anyone wants out, there's the door.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly archaic›

 lack or be short of something desirable or essential




•
 
you shall 
want for nothing

 while you are with me.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (chiefly used in expressions of time) be short of or lack (a specified amount or thing)




•
 


it wanted

 twenty minutes 
to

 midnight




•
 
it 
wants

 a few minutes 
of

 five o'clock.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹chiefly archaic›

 a lack or deficiency of something




•
 
Victorian houses which are 
in want of

 repair




•
 
it won't be through want of trying.










2.
 
the state of being poor and in need of essentials; poverty




•
 
freedom from want.










3.
 
a desire for something




•
 
the expression of our wants and desires.














III.
 
phrases





for want of






because of a lack of (something)




•
 
for want of a better location we ate our picnic lunch in the cemetery.





















– origin

 Middle English: the noun from Old Norse 
vant

 , neuter of 
vanr

 ‘lacking’; the verb from Old Norse 
vanta

 ‘be lacking.’ The original notion of “lack” was early extended to “need,” and from this developed the sense ‘desire.’





want ad

 
/ˈwän(t) ˌad ˈwôn(t) ˌad/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a classified advertisement in a newspaper or magazine; a small ad.













wantaway

 
/ˈwäntəˌwā, wônt-/






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 denoting a soccer player who wants to move to another club




•
 
it was the wantaway striker who was at the center of the action




•
 
we can't have wantaways in the team—it's disruptive.



















wanting

 
/ˈwän(t)iNG wôn(t)iNG/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
lacking in a certain required or necessary quality




•
 
they weren't 
wanting in

 confidence




•
 
their products would be 
found wanting

 in a direct comparison.










2.
 
not existing or supplied; absent




•
 
the kneecap is wanting in amphibians and reptiles.



















want list






noun




a list of stamps, books, recordings, or similar items required by a collector.













wanton

 
/ˈwänt(ə)n/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a cruel or violent action) deliberate and unprovoked




•
 
sheer wanton vandalism.










2.
 
(especially of a woman) sexually immodest or promiscuous.




3.
 


‹literary›

 growing profusely; luxuriant




•
 
where wanton ivy twines.










4.
 


‹literary›

 lively; playful




•
 
a wanton fawn.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a sexually immodest or promiscuous woman.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 play; frolic.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 behave in a sexually immodest or promiscuous way.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wantonly

 
/ˈwäntnlē ˈwôntnlē /






adverb













2.
 
wantonness

 
/ˈwänt(ə)nnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
wantowen

 ‘rebellious, lacking discipline,’ from 
wan-

 ‘badly’ + Old English 
togen

 ‘trained’ (related to team
 and tow
 1
 ).





WAP

 
/wap/






abbreviation




Wireless Application Protocol, a set of protocols for connecting mobile phones and other radio devices to the Internet.













wapentake

 
/ˈwäpənˌtāk, ˈwa-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 (in the UK) a subdivision of certain northern and midland English counties, corresponding to a hundred in other counties.











– origin

 late Old English 
wǣpen(ge)tæc

 , from Old Norse 
vápnatak

 , from 
vápn

 ‘weapon’ + 
taka

 ‘take,’ perhaps with reference to voting in an assembly by a show of weapons.






wapiti

 
/ˈwäpədē/





I.
 
noun




another term for elk
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Shawnee, literally ‘white rump.’





Wapsipinicon River

 
/ˌwäpsəˌpinikən ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 225 miles (360 km) across eastern Iowa to the Mississippi River. Its valley is associated with the regional painting of Grant Wood and others.









waqf

 
/wəkf vəkf/





I.
 
noun




an endowment made by a Muslim to a religious, educational, or charitable cause.











– origin

 from Arabic, literally ‘stoppage, immobilization (of ownership of property),’ from 
waqafa

 ‘come to a standstill.’






war

 
/wôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of armed conflict between different nations or states or different groups within a nation or state




•
 
Japan 
declared war

 on Germany




•
 
the two countries had been 
at war

 for six years.










2.
 
a particular armed conflict




•
 
after the war, they immigrated to America.










3.
 
a state of competition, conflict, or hostility between different people or groups




•
 
she was 
at war with

 her parents




•
 
a price war among discount retailers.










4.
 
a sustained effort to deal with or end a particular unpleasant or undesirable situation or condition




•
 
the authorities are 
waging war against

 all forms of smuggling




•
 
a 
war on

 drugs.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
engage in a war




•
 
small states warred against each other




•
 


‹figurative›

 conflicting emotions warred within her.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
go to war






declare, begin, or see active service in a war.









2.
 
go to the wars








‹archaic›

 serve as a soldier.









3.
 
war clouds







/ˈwôr ˌkloudz /

 — a threatening situation of instability in international relations




•
 
the war clouds were looming.















4.
 
war of attrition






a prolonged war or period of conflict during which each side seeks to gradually wear out the other by a series of small-scale actions.









5.
 
war of nerves






see nerve
 .









6.
 
war of words






a prolonged debate conducted by means of the spoken or printed word.









7.
 
war to end all wars






a war, especially World War I, regarded as making subsequent wars unnecessary.















– origin

 late Old English 
werre

 , from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
guerre

 , from a Germanic base shared by worse
 .





war baby






noun




a child born in wartime, especially one fathered by a serviceman.













warbird

 
/ˈwôrbərd/






noun




a vintage military aircraft.













warble1


 
/ˈwôrbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a bird) sing softly and with a succession of constantly changing notes




•
 
larks were warbling in the trees.










2.
 
(of a person) sing in a trilling or quavering voice




•
 
he warbled in an implausible soprano.














II.
 
noun




a warbling sound or utterance.











– origin

 late Middle English (as a noun in the sense ‘melody’): from Old Northern French 
werble

 (noun), 
werbler

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to whirl
 .





warble2


 
/ˈwôrbəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a swelling or abscess beneath the skin on the back of cattle, horses, and other mammals, caused by the presence of the larva of a warble fly.




2.
 
the larva causing this.











– origin

 late Middle English: of uncertain origin.





warble fly

 
/ˈwôrbəl flī/






noun




a large fly that lays its eggs on the legs of mammals such as cattle and horses. The larvae migrate internally to the host's back, where they form a small lump with a breathing hole, dropping to the ground later when fully grown.

[Genus 
Hypoderma

 , family 
Oestridae

 : several species, including the widespread 
H. bovis

 .]













warbler

 
/ˈwôrb(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
any of a number of small insectivorous songbirds that typically have a warbling song.

[● a New World bird of the subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 . ● an Old World bird of the family 
Sylviidae

 , which includes the blackcap, whitethroat, and chiffchaff.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who sings in a trilling or quavering voice.













warblog

 
/ˈwôrˌbläɡ/






noun




a weblog dealing with a war, or written by an active participant in or witness to warfare.













war bride






noun




a woman who marries a man whom she met while he was on active service.













Warburg, Otto Heinrich

 
/ˈwôrˌbərɡ/






(1883–1970), German biochemist. He pioneered the use of the techniques of chemistry for biochemical investigations, especially for his work with the respiratory enzyme. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1931); the Nazis prohibited him from accepting a second one in 1944 because of his Jewish ancestry.









war chest

 
/ˈwôr ˌCHest/






noun



1.
 
a reserve of funds used for fighting a war.




2.
 
a sum of money used for conducting a campaign or business.













war college






noun




a college providing advanced instruction for senior officers of the armed services.













war correspondent






noun




a journalist reporting from a scene of war.













war crime





I.
 
noun




an action carried out during the conduct of a war that violates accepted international rules of war.








II.
 
derivatives





war criminal






noun





















war cry

 
/ˈwôr ˌkrī/






noun




a call made to rally soldiers for battle or to gather together participants in a campaign.














ward

 
/wôrd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a separate room in a hospital, typically one allocated to a particular type of patient




•
 
a children's ward




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a ward nurse.










2.
 
one of the divisions of a prison.




3.
 
an administrative division of a city or borough that typically elects and is represented by a councilor or councilors.




4.
 
a territorial division of the Mormon Church presided over by a bishop.




5.
 
a person, usually a minor, under the care and control of a guardian appointed by their parents or a court.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 guardianship or the state of being subject to a guardian




•
 
the ward and care of the Crown.










7.
 
(usu. 
wards

 )
 — any of the internal ridges or bars in a lock that prevent the turning of any key that does not have grooves of corresponding form or size.




8.
 
the corresponding grooves in the bit of a key.




9.
 


‹archaic›

 the action of keeping a lookout for danger




•
 
I saw them keeping ward at one of those huge gates.










10.
 


‹historical›

 an area of ground enclosed by the encircling walls of a fortress or castle.




11.
 


[Fencing]

 a defensive position or motion.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 guard; protect




•
 
it was his duty to ward the king.










2.
 
admit (a patient) to a hospital ward.








III.
 
phrases





ward of the court






a person, usually a minor or of unsound mind, for whom a guardian has been appointed by a court or who has become directly subject to the authority of that court.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs





ward someone/something off






prevent from harming or affecting one




•
 
she put up a hand as if to ward him off.


















V.
 
derivatives





wardship

 
/ˈwôrdˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
weard

 (
sense

 5 
of the

 noun, also ‘body of guards’), 
weardian

 ‘keep safe, guard,’ of Germanic origin; reinforced in Middle English by Old Northern French 
warde

 (noun), 
warder

 (verb) ‘guard,’ variants of Old French 
garde

 , 
garder

 ; compare with guard
 .






-ward

 
-wards





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
added to nouns of place or destination and to adverbs of direction.




2.
 
(usu. 
-wards

 )
 — (forming adverbs) toward the specified place or direction




•
 
eastward




•
 
homewards.










3.
 
(usu. 
-ward

 )
 — (forming adjectives) turned or tending toward




•
 
onward




•
 
upward.

















– origin

 Old English 
-weard

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘turn.’ The forms in 
-s

 are all remnants of the old genitive singular inflection.





Ward, Artemas

 
/wôrd/






(1727–1800), American politician and soldier. He served as a general during the American Revolution, second in command to George Washington. Later he was a member of the Continental Congress 1780–82 and of the US House of Representatives 1791–95.









Ward, Montgomery






(1843–1913), US businessman; full name 
Aaron Montgomery Ward

 . In 1872, he founded a dry-goods business, which became Montgomery Ward & Co., the first mail-order firm in the US.









war dance

 
/ˈwôr ˌdans/






noun




a ceremonial dance performed before a battle or to celebrate victory.














warden

 
/ˈwôrdn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person responsible for the supervision of a particular place or thing or for ensuring that regulations associated with it are obeyed




•
 
the warden of a local nature reserve




•
 
an air-raid warden.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 the head official in charge of a prison.




3.
 
a churchwarden.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 the head of certain schools, colleges, or other institutions.








II.
 
derivatives





wardenship

 
/ˈwôrd(ə)nˌSHip /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (originally denoting a guardian or protector): from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
wardein

 , variant of Old French 
guarden

 ‘guardian.’





warder

 
/ˈwôrdər/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a guard in a prison.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a watchman or sentinel): from Anglo-Norman French 
wardere

 , from Old Northern French 
warder

 ‘to guard.’ The current sense dates from the mid 19th cent.





ward heeler






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who assists in a political campaign by canvassing votes for a party and performing menial tasks for its leaders.













war dialer





I.
 
noun




a program used to find phone numbers that connect to a modem, often used by someone seeking to access the computers of others without permission.








II.
 
derivatives





war dialing






noun






















wardrobe

 
/ˈwôrˌdrōb/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, tall cabinet in which clothes may be hung or stored.




2.
 
a person's entire collection of clothes




•
 
her wardrobe is extensive.










3.
 
the costume department or costumes of a theater or movie company


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a wardrobe assistant.










4.
 
a department of a royal or noble household in charge of clothing.











– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘private chamber’): from Old Northern French 
warderobe

 , variant of Old French 
garderobe

 (see garderobe
 ).





wardrobe malfunction






noun






‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 an instance of a person accidentally exposing an intimate part of their body as a result of an article of clothing slipping out of position.













wardrobe mistress

 
/ˈwôrˌdrōb ˈmistris/






noun




a woman in charge of the construction and organization of the costumes in a theatrical company.













wardrobe trunk

 
/ˈwôrˌdrōb trəNGk/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a trunk fitted with rails and shelves for use as a traveling wardrobe.













wardroom

 
/ˈwôrdˌro͞om ˈwôrdˌro͝om/






noun




a commissioned officers' mess on board a warship.













war drum






noun




a drum beaten as a summons or an accompaniment to battle.














ware1


 
/wer/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]


1.
 
pottery, typically that of a specified type




•
 
blue-and-white majolica ware




•
 (
wares

 )
 
Minoan potters produced an astonishing variety of wares.










2.
 
manufactured articles of a specified type




•
 
crystal ware




•
 
aluminum ware.










3.
 
(
wares

 )
 — articles offered for sale




•
 
traders in the street markets displayed their wares.

















– origin

 Old English 
waru

 ‘commodities,’ of Germanic origin, perhaps the same word as Scots 
ware

 ‘cautiousness,’ and having the primary sense ‘object of care’; related to ware
 2
 .






ware2


 
/wer/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 aware




•
 
thou speak'st wiser than thou art ware of.

















– origin

 Old English 
wær

 , from the Germanic base of ware
 1
 .





ware3


 
/wer /

 
'ware





I.
 
verb

 — [in 
imperative

 ]


1.
 
beware (used as a warning cry, typically in a hunting context).











– origin

 Old English 
warian

 ‘be on one's guard,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘observe, take care.’





-ware






combining form



1.
 
denoting articles made of ceramic or used in cooking and serving food




•
 
tableware




•
 
bakeware.










2.
 
denoting a kind of software




•
 
groupware.



















warehouse





I.
 
noun

 — 
/ˈwerˌhous /



1.
 
a large building where raw materials or manufactured goods may be stored before their export or distribution for sale.




2.
 
a large wholesale or retail store




•
 
a discount warehouse.














II.
 
verb

 — 
/ˈwerˌhouz ˈwerhous /
 [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
store (goods) in a warehouse.




2.
 
place (imported goods) in a bonded warehouse pending the payment of import duty.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 place (someone, typically a prisoner or a psychiatric patient) in a large, impersonal institution in which their problems are not satisfactorily addressed.













warehouse club






noun




an organization that operates from a large out-of-town store and sells goods in bulk at discounted prices to business and private customers who must first become club members.













warehouseman

 
/ˈwerhousmən/






noun




a person who is employed in, manages, or owns a warehouse.













warehousing

 
/ˈwerˌhouziNG/






noun



1.
 
the practice or process of storing goods in a warehouse.




2.
 
warehouses considered collectively.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the practice of placing people, typically prisoners or psychiatric patients, in large, impersonal institutions.













warez

 
/werz/





I.
 
plural noun






[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 software that has been illegally copied and made available.











– origin

 1990s: respelling of 
wares

 .





warfare

 
/ˈwôrˌfer/






noun




engagement in or the activities involved in war or conflict




•
 
guerrilla warfare.



















warfarin

 
/ˈwôrfərən/





I.
 
noun




a water-soluble compound with anticoagulant properties, used as a rat poison and in the treatment of thrombosis.

[A coumarin derivative; chem. formula: C19
 H16
 O4
 .]











– origin

 1950s: from the initial letters of 
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation

 + 
-arin

 on the pattern of 
coumarin

 .





warfighter

 
/ˈwôrˌfīdər/






noun






(US)

 a soldier in combat.













war game

 
/ˈwôr ˌɡām/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a military exercise carried out to test or improve tactical expertise.




2.
 
a simulated military conflict carried out as a game, leisure activity, or exercise in personal development.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
war-game

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 engage in (a campaign or course of action) using the strategies of a military exercise




•
 
there seemed to be no point war-gaming an election 15 months away.














III.
 
derivatives





war-gamer






noun





















wargaming

 
/ˈwôrˌɡāmiNG /

 
war gaming






noun



1.
 
the action of playing a war game as a leisure activity or exercise in personal development.




2.
 
the action of engaging in a campaign or course of action using the strategies of a military exercise.













warhead

 
/ˈwôrˌhed/






noun




the explosive head of a missile, torpedo, or similar weapon.













Warhol, Andy

 
/ˈwôrˌhôl, -ˌhōl/






(
c.

 1928–87), US painter, graphic artist, and filmmaker; born 
Andrew Warhola

 . A major exponent of pop art, he achieved fame for a series of silkscreen prints and acrylic paintings of familiar objects (such as Campbell's soup cans) and famous people (such as Marilyn Monroe), that are treated with objectivity and precision.









warhorse

 
/ˈwôrˌhôrs/






noun



1.
 
(in historical contexts) a large, powerful horse ridden in battle.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a soldier, politician, or sports player who has fought many campaigns or contests.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 a musical, theatrical, or literary work that has been heard or performed repeatedly




•
 
that old warhorse Liszt's “Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2.”



















warily

 
/ˈwerəlē/






adverb



1.
 
cautiously; carefully




•
 
they walk warily down the street, terrified of being caught.










2.
 
in a way that shows a lack of trust; suspiciously




•
 
she looked at him warily.



















wariness

 
/ˈwerēnəs/






noun



1.
 
caution about possible dangers or problems




•
 
her mother's wariness of computers.










2.
 
lack of trust; suspicion




•
 
they had all regarded her with wariness.




















Warka

 
/wərˈkä/






Arabic name for Uruk
 .









warlike

 
/ˈwôrˌlīk/






adjective



1.
 
disposed toward or threatening war; hostile




•
 
a warlike clan.










2.
 
(of plans, preparations, or munitions) directed toward or prepared for war.













warlock

 
/ˈwôrˌläk/





I.
 
noun




a man who practices witchcraft; a sorcerer.











– origin

 Old English 
wǣrloga

 ‘traitor, scoundrel, monster,’ also ‘the Devil,’ from 
wǣr

 ‘covenant’ + an element related to 
lēogan

 ‘belie, deny.’ From its application to the Devil, the word was transferred in Middle English to a person in league with the devil, and hence a sorcerer. It was chiefly Scots until given wider currency by Sir Walter Scott.





warlord

 
/ˈwôrˌlôrd/






noun




a military commander, especially an aggressive regional commander with individual autonomy.














warm

 
/wôrm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or at a fairly or comfortably high temperature




•
 
a warm September evening




•
 [as 
complement

 ]
 
I walked quickly to keep warm.










2.
 
(of clothes or coverings) made of a material that helps the body to retain heat; suitable for cold weather




•
 
a warm winter coat.










3.
 
(of a color) containing red, yellow, or orange tones




•
 
her fair coloring suited soft, warm shades.










4.
 


[Hunting]

 (of a scent or trail) fresh; strong.




5.
 
(of a soil) quick to absorb heat or retaining heat.




6.
 
having, showing, or expressive of enthusiasm, affection, or kindness




•
 
they exchanged warm, friendly smiles




•
 
a warm welcome.










7.
 


‹archaic›

 characterized by lively or heated disagreement




•
 
a warm debate arose.










8.
 


‹archaic›

 sexually explicit or titillating.




9.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 (especially in children's games) close to discovering something or guessing the correct answer




•
 
you're getting warmer.














II.
 
verb




make or become warm


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I stamped my feet to 
warm

 them 
up






•
 


‹figurative›

 the film warmed our hearts




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
it's a bit chilly in here, but it'll soon 
warm up

 .














III.
 
phrases





keep something warm for someone






hold or occupy a place or post until another person is ready to do so.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
warm down






recover from strenuous physical exertion by doing gentle stretches and exercises.









2.
 
warm to/toward (or warm up to/toward)





a.
 
begin to like (someone)




•
 
she and Will had really warmed up to each other.










b.
 
become more interested in or enthusiastic about (something)




•
 
I never really warmed to the idea of moving.















3.
 
warm up





a.
 
prepare for physical exertion or a performance by exercising or practicing gently beforehand




•
 
the band was warming up.










b.
 
(of an engine or electrical appliance) reach a temperature high enough to allow it to operate efficiently.




c.
 
become livelier or more animated




•
 
after several more rounds, things began to warm up in the bar.















4.
 
warm something up (or over)





a.
 
reheat previously cooked food.




b.
 
amuse or entertain an audience or crowd so as to make them more receptive to the main act.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
warmer

 
/ˈwôrmər /






noun




[usu. in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a towel-warmer



















2.
 
warmish

 
/ˈwôrmiSH /






adjective













3.
 
warmly

 
/ˈwôrmlē /






adverb













4.
 
warmness

 
/ˈwôrmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wearm

 (adjective), 
werman

 , 
wearmian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
warm

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
formus

 ‘warm’ and Greek 
thermos

 ‘hot.’





war machine






noun



1.
 
the military resources of a country organized for waging war.




2.
 
an instrument or weapon of war.













warmblood

 
/ˈwôrmˌbləd/






noun




a horse of a breed that is a cross between an Arab or similar breed and another breed of the draft or pony type.














warm-blooded

 
/ˈˌwôrm ˈblədəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or denoting animals (chiefly mammals and birds) that maintain a constant body temperature, typically above that of the surroundings, by metabolic means; homeothermic.




2.
 
ardent; passionate.








II.
 
derivatives





warm-bloodedness






noun





















warm-down






noun




a series of gentle exercises designed to relax the body after strenuous physical exertion.













warmed-over

 


‹Brit.›

 warmed-up






adjective



1.
 
(of food or drink) reheated




•
 
warmed-over chicken and pasta.










2.
 
(of an idea or product) secondhand; stale




•
 
a heap of warmed-over action film clichés.



















war memorial

 
/wô(ə)r məˈmôrēəl/






noun




a monument commemorating those killed in a war.














warm front

 
/ˈwôrm frənt/






noun






[Meteorology]

 the boundary of an advancing mass of warm air, in particular the leading edge of the warm sector of a low-pressure system.













warm fuzzy






noun




see fuzzy
 .













warmhearted

 
/ˌwôrmˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person or their actions) sympathetic and kind.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
warmheartedly






adverb













2.
 
warmheartedness

 
/ˈˌwôrm ˈˌhärdədnəs /






noun





















warming pan

 
/ˈwôrmiNG ˌpan/






noun






‹historical›

 a wide, flat brass pan on a long handle, filled with hot coals and used for warming a bed.













warmist

 
/ˈwôrməst /

 

‹derogatory›


 
global warmist





I.
 
noun




a person who accepts the proposition that climate change caused by human activity is occurring (used by those who do not accept this proposition)




•
 
the warmists insist the planet is warming, and they want us to attempt to cool it down.














II.
 
adjective




adhering to the proposition that climate change caused by human activity is occurring




•
 
they convinced the broadcaster to to abandon impartiality and take a firmly warmist position.

















– origin

 1980s: from global warming
 + -ist
 .





warmonger

 
/ˈwôrˌməNGɡər/





I.
 
noun




a sovereign or political leader or activist who encourages or advocates aggression or warfare toward other nations or groups.








II.
 
derivatives





warmongering

 
/ˈwôrˌməNGɡ(ə)riNG /






noun, adjective





















Warm Springs






a resort in northwestern Georgia, associated with Franklin D. Roosevelt and his “Little White House,” where he died; pop. 477 (est. 2008).









warmth

 
/wôrmTH/






noun



1.
 
the quality, state, or sensation of being warm; moderate and comfortable heat




•
 
the warmth of the sun on her skin.










2.
 
enthusiasm, affection, or kindness




•
 
she smiled with real warmth.










3.
 
vehemence or intensity of emotion




•
 
“Of course not,” he snapped, with a warmth that he regretted.



















warm-up

 
/ˈwôr ˌməp /

 
warmup






noun



1.
 
a period or act of preparation for a game, performance, or exercise session, involving gentle exercise or practice.




2.
 
(
warm-ups

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a garment worn during light exercise or training; a sweatsuit.




3.
 
a period before a stage performance in which the audience is amused or entertained in order to make it more receptive to the main act.














warn

 
/wôrn/





I.
 
verb

 — [
reporting verb

 ]


1.
 
inform someone in advance of an impending or possible danger, problem, or other unpleasant situation


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
his father had 
warned

 him 
of

 what might happen




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“He's going to humiliate you,” John warned




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
the union warned that its members were close to going on strike.










2.
 
give someone forceful or cautionary advice about their actions or conduct


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
friends 
warned

 her 
against

 the marriage




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 
they warned people not to keep large amounts of cash in their homes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they 
warned against

 false optimism.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





warn someone off





a.
 
tell someone forcefully or threateningly to go away or stay.




b.
 
advise someone forcefully against (a particular thing or course of action)




•
 
he has been warned off booze.


















III.
 
derivatives





warner






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
war(e)nian

 , 
wearnian

 , from a West Germanic base meaning ‘be cautious’; compare with ware
 2
 .





Warner, Pop

 
/ˈwôrnər/






(1871–1954), US football coach; full name 
Glenn Scobey Warner

 . While a coach at Carlisle Indian Industrial School 1907–14, Jim Thorpe was one of his players. He also coached football teams at Cornell University 1897–98, and 1904–06, the University of Pittsburgh 1915–23, and Stanford University 1924–32. A football league for youths is named for him.









Warner Brothers

 
/ˈwôrnər ˌbrəT͟Hərz/






a movie production company founded in 1923 by the brothers Harry, Jack, Sam, and Albert Warner. The company produced the first full-length sound movie, 
The Jazz Singer

 , in 1927 and went on to release successful gangster films with Humphrey Bogart, Busby Berkeley musicals in the 1930s and 1940s, and the Looney Tunes cartoons.









Warner Robins

 
/ˌwôrnər ˈräbinz/






an industrial city in central Georgia, site of a US Air Force base; pop. 61,336 (est. 2008).









warning

 
/ˈwôrniNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a statement or event that indicates a possible or impending danger, problem, or other unpleasant situation




•
 
a warning about heavy thunderstorms




•
 
suddenly and without any warning, the army opened fire




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a red warning light.










2.
 
cautionary advice




•
 
a word of warning—don't park illegally.










3.
 
advance notice of something




•
 
she had only had four days' warning before leaving Berlin.










4.
 
an experience or sight that serves as a cautionary example to others




•
 
his death should be a warning to everyone.














II.
 
derivatives





warningly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
war(e)nung

 (see warn
 , -ing
 1
 ).





warning coloration






noun






[Zoology]

 conspicuous coloring that warns a predator that an animal is unpalatable or poisonous.













warning track






noun






[Baseball]

 a grassless strip around the outside of the outfield grass that warns fielders that they are approaching the outfield wall.













War of 1812






a conflict between the US and the UK (1812–14), prompted by restrictions on US trade resulting from the British blockade of French and allied ports during the Napoleonic Wars, and by British and Canadian support for American Indians trying to resist westward expansion. It was ended by a treaty that restored all conquered territories to their owners before outbreak of war.










warp

 
/wôrp/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
become or cause to become bent or twisted out of shape, typically as a result of the effects of heat or dampness


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
wood has a tendency to warp




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
moisture had warped the box.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to become abnormal or strange; have a distorting effect on




•
 
your judgment has been warped by your obvious dislike of him




•
 (as 
adj.

 
warped

 )
 
a warped sense of humor.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (a ship) along by hauling on a rope attached to a stationary object on shore.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a ship) move by being hauled on a rope attached to a stationary object.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (in weaving) arrange (yarn) so as to form the warp of a piece of cloth.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover (land) with a deposit of alluvial soil by natural or artificial flooding.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a twist or distortion in the shape or form of something




•
 
the head of the racket had a curious warp.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting (fictional or hypothetical) space travel by means of distorting space-time




•
 
the craft possessed warp drive




•
 
warp speed.










3.
 
an abnormality or perversion in a person's character.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — (in weaving) the threads on a loom over and under which other threads (the weft) are passed to make cloth




•
 
the warp and weft are the basic constituents of all textiles




•
 


‹figurative›

 rugby is woven into the warp and weft of South African society.










5.
 
a rope attached at one end to a fixed point and used for moving or mooring a ship.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 alluvial sediment; silt.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
warpage

 
/ˈwôrpij /






noun













2.
 
warper

 
/ˈwôrpər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
weorpan

 (verb), 
wearp

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
werpen

 and German 
werfen

 ‘to throw.’ Early verb senses included ‘throw,’ ‘fling open,’ and ‘hit (with a missile)’; the sense ‘bend’ dates from late Middle English. The noun was originally a term in weaving (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun).





warpaint

 
/ˈwôrˌpānt/






noun



1.
 
a pigment or paint traditionally used in some societies, especially those of North American Indians, to decorate the face and body before battle.




2.
 


‹informal›

 elaborate or excessively applied makeup.













warpath

 
/ˈwôrˌpaTH/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
on the warpath

 )


1.
 
angry and ready or eager for confrontation




•
 
he intends to go on the warpath with a national campaign to reverse the decision.

















– origin

 with reference to American Indians heading toward a battle with an enemy.





warplane

 
/ˈwôrˌplān/






noun




an airplane designed and equipped to engage in air combat or to drop bombs.













war poet






noun




a poet writing at the time of and on the subject of war, especially one on military service during World War I.













warp speed





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 an extremely high speed




•
 
these exciting developments are moving ahead at warp speed.

















– origin

 1970s: popularized by the television series 
Star Trek

 (originally referring to a faster-than-light speed attained by a spaceship traveling in a space warp).






warrant

 
/ˈwôrənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a document issued by a legal or government official authorizing the police or some other body to make an arrest, search premises, or carry out some other action relating to the administration of justice




•
 
magistrates issued a warrant for his arrest




•
 
an extradition warrant.










2.
 
a document that entitles the holder to receive goods, money, or services




•
 
we'll issue you with a travel warrant.










3.
 


[Finance]

 a negotiable security allowing the holder to buy shares at a specified price at or before some future date.




4.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — justification or authority for an action, belief, or feeling




•
 
there is 
no warrant for

 this assumption.










5.
 
an official certificate of appointment issued to an officer of lower rank than a commissioned officer.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
justify or necessitate (a certain course of action)




•
 
that offense is serious enough to warrant a court martial.










2.
 
officially affirm or guarantee




•
 
the vendor warrants the accuracy of the report.














III.
 
phrases





I (or I'll) warrant (you)








‹dated›

 used to express the speaker's certainty about a fact or situation




•
 
I'll warrant you'll thank me for it in years to come.


















IV.
 
derivatives





warranter

 
/ˈwôrən(t)ər /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (in the senses ‘protector’ and ‘safeguard,’ also, as a verb, ‘keep safe from danger’): from variants of Old French 
guarant

 (noun), 
guarantir

 (verb), of Germanic origin; compare with guarantee
 .





warrantable

 
/ˈwôrəntəbəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of an action or statement) able to be authorized or sanctioned; justifiable




•
 
a warrantable assertion.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
warrantableness

 
/ˈwôrən(t)əbəlnəs /






noun













2.
 
warrantably

 
/ˈwôrən(t)əblē /






adverb





















warrantee

 
/ˌwôrənˈtē/





I.
 
noun






[Law]

 a person to whom a warranty is given.











usage:

 
Warrantee

 means 'person to whom a warranty is made'; it is not a spelling variant of 
warranty

 .





warrantless

 
/ˈwôrən(t)ləs/






adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 carried out without legal or official authorization




•
 
warrantless searches and wiretaps.



















warrant officer






noun




an officer in the US armed forces ranking below the commissioned officers and above the noncommissioned officers.













warrantor

 
/ˈwôrəntər/






noun




a person or company that provides a warranty.













warranty

 
/ˈwôrən(t)ē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a written guarantee, issued to the purchaser of an article by its manufacturer, promising to repair or replace it if necessary within a specified period of time




•
 
the car comes with a three-year warranty




•
 
as your machine is under warranty, I suggest getting it checked.










2.
 
(in contract law) a promise that something in furtherance of the contract is guaranteed by one of the contractors, especially the seller's promise that the thing being sold is as promised or represented.




3.
 
(in an insurance contract) an engagement by the insured party that certain statements are true or that certain conditions shall be fulfilled, the breach of it invalidating the policy.




4.
 
(in property law) a covenant by which the seller binds themselves and their heirs to secure to the buyer the estate conveyed in the deed.




5.
 
(in contract law) a term or promise in a contract, breach of which entitles the innocent party to damages but not to treat the contract as discharged by breach.




6.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 justification or grounds for an action or belief




•
 
you have no warranty for such an audacious doctrine.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
warantie

 , variant of 
garantie

 (see guaranty
 ). Early use was as a legal term denoting a covenant annexed to a conveyance of property, in which the vendor affirmed the security of the title. / 
usage:

 See usage at warrantee
 .





warranty deed






noun






[Law]

 a deed that guarantees a clear title to the buyer of real property.













warren

 
/ˈwôrən ˈwärən/





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
rabbit warren

 )


1.
 
a network of interconnecting rabbit burrows.




2.
 
a densely populated or labyrinthine building or district




•
 
a warren of narrow gas-lit streets.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 an enclosed piece of land set aside for breeding game, especially rabbits.











– origin

 late Middle English: from an Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French variant of Old French 
garenne

 ‘game park,’ of Gaulish origin.





Warren1


 
/ˈwôrən, ˈwär-/





I.
 
an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, north of Detroit; pop. 133,939 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial city in northeastern Ohio, on the Mahoning River; pop. 43,789 (est. 2008).









Warren2







American family of physicians. 
Joseph Warren

 (1741–75), a patriot active in the events leading up to the American Revolution, was killed at the Battle of Bunker Hill. His brother 
John Warren

 (1753–1815) was a leading medical practitioner in New England and a surgeon in the American Revolution. 
John Collins Warren

 (1778–1856), the son of John Warren, helped to found Massachusetts General Hospital in 1811.









Warren, Earl






(1891–1974), US chief justice 1953–69. He did much to extend civil liberties, including the prohibition of segregation in schools. He is also remembered for heading the Warren Commission (1963–64), which investigated into the assassination of President Kennedy and concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald was the sole gunman.









Warren, Mercy Otis






(1728–1814), American writer and political satirist; the sister of James Otis. She wrote 
The Adulateur

 (1773) and 
The Group

 (1775), as well as the three-volume 
History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution

 (1805).









Warren, Robert Penn






(1905–89), US poet, novelist, and critic. The first person to win Pulitzer Prizes in both fiction and poetry categories, he was made the US’s first poet laureate in 1986. Notable works: 
All the King's Men

 (1946), 
A Place To Come To

 (1977), 
Promises

 (1957), 
Now and Then

 (1978).









warrener

 
/ˈwôrənər, ˈwä-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a gamekeeper.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a person in charge of a rabbit warren, either as owner or on behalf of its owner.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French 
warener

 , from 
warenne

 ‘game park.’





warring

 
/ˈwôriNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of two or more people or groups) in conflict with each other




•
 
warring factions




•
 
a warring couple.



















warrior

 
/ˈwôrēər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially in former times) a brave or experienced soldier or fighter.




2.
 
(also 
warrior pose

 )
 — any of a number of standing poses in yoga in which the legs are held apart and the arms are stretched outwards




•
 
when you return to downward dog after the first round, add warrior poses I and II.

















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
werreior

 , variant of Old French 
guerreior

 , from 
guerreier

 ‘make war,’ from 
guerre

 ‘war.’





war room






noun



1.
 
a room from which a war is directed.




2.
 
a room from which business or political strategy is planned.













Warsaw

 
/ˈwôrsô/






the capital of Poland, in the eastern central part of the country, on the Vistula River; pop. 1,704,717 (2007). The city suffered severe damage and the loss of 700,000 lives during World War II and was almost completely rebuilt. Polish name 
Warszawa

 .









Warsaw Pact

 
/ˈwôrˌsô pakt/






a treaty of mutual defense and military aid signed at Warsaw on May 14, 1955, by communist states of Europe under Soviet influence, in response to the admission of West Germany to NATO. The pact was dissolved in 1991.









warship

 
/ˈwôrˌSHip/






noun




a ship equipped with weapons and designed to take part in warfare at sea.













Wars of the Roses






the 15th-century English civil wars between the Houses of York and Lancaster, represented by white and red roses respectively, during the reigns of Henry VI, Edward IV, and Richard III. The struggle was largely ended in 1485 by the defeat and death of the Yorkist king Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth and the accession of the Lancastrian Henry Tudor (Henry VII), who united the two houses by marrying 
Elizabeth

 , daughter of Edward IV.









wart

 
/wôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, hard, benign growth on the skin, caused by a virus.




2.
 
any rounded excrescence on the skin of an animal or the surface of a plant.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an obnoxious or objectionable person.




4.
 
an undesirable or disfiguring feature




•
 
few products are without their warts.














II.
 
phrases





warts and all








‹informal›

 including features or qualities that are not appealing or attractive




•
 
Philip must learn to accept me, warts and all.


















III.
 
derivatives





warty

 
/ˈwôrdē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wearte

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wrat

 and German 
Warze

 .





warthog

 
/ˈwôrtˌhäɡ/






noun




an African wild pig with bristly gray skin, a large head, warty lumps on the face, and curved tusks.

[
Phacochoerus aethiopicus

 , family 
Suidae

 .]













wartime

 
/ˈwôrˌtīm/






noun




a period during which a war is taking place.













war-torn

 
/wô(ə)r tôrn/






adjective




(of a place) racked or devastated by war




•
 
a war-torn republic.



















war-weary

 
/ˈwôːrˈwirēː/





I.
 
adjective




exhausted and dispirited by war or conflict




•
 
an increasingly war-weary population.














II.
 
derivatives





war-weariness






noun





















Warwick

 
/ˈwôrik, ˈwär-, -wik/






a city in east central Rhode Island, south of Providence; pop. 84,483 (est. 2008).










Warwick, Dionne

 
/ˈwôrwik/






(1941–), US singer. Her work is collected in albums such as 
Here I Am

 (1966), 
The Windows of the World

 (1968), 
I'll Never Fall in Love Again

 (1970), and 
I Say a Little Prayer for You

 (2000).









Warwick, Richard Neville

 
/ˈwôr(w)ik/






Earl of (1428–71), English statesman; known as 
Warwick the Kingmaker

 . During the Wars of the Roses he fought first on the Yorkist side, helping Edward IV to gain the throne in 1461, and then on the Lancastrian side, briefly restoring Henry VI to the throne in 1470. He was killed at the battle of Barnet.









war widow

 
war widower






noun




a woman (or man) whose spouse has been killed in war.













wary

 
/ˈwerē/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or showing caution about possible dangers or problems




•
 
dogs that have been mistreated often remain very 
wary of

 strangers




•
 
a wary look.

















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from ware
 2
 + -y
 1
 .





war zone






noun




a region in which a war is being fought




•
 
more troops were transferred to the war zone




•
 


‹figurative›

 for children in the ghetto, even the playground is a war zone.



















wasabi

 
/wəˈsäbē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese plant with a thick green root that tastes like strong horseradish and is used in cooking, especially in powder or paste form as an accompaniment to raw fish.

[
Eutrema wasabi

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Japanese.





Wasatch Range

 
/ˌwôsaCH ˈrān(d)ZH/






a range of the Rocky Mountains that extends south from Idaho into central Utah, where Salt Lake City and its suburbs lie on its west.










wash

 
/wäSH wôSH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — clean with water and, typically, soap or detergent




•
 
I stripped and washed myself all over.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — clean oneself, especially one's hands and face with soap and water.




3.
 
(with reference to a stain or dirt) remove or be removed by cleaning with water and detergent




•
 
they have to keep washing the mold off the walls




•
 


‹figurative›

 all that hate can't wash away the guilt




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the dirt on his clothes would easily wash out.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of fabric, a garment, or dye) withstand cleaning to a specified degree without shrinking or fading




•
 
a linen-mix yarn that washes well.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — do one's laundry




•
 
I need someone to cook and wash for me.










6.
 


‹literary›

 wet or moisten (something) thoroughly




•
 
you are beautiful with your face washed with rain.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of flowing water) carry (someone or something) in a particular direction




•
 
floods washed away the bridges.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be carried by flowing water




•
 
an oil slick washed up on the beaches.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of waves) sweep, move, or splash in a particular direction




•
 
the sea began to wash along the decks.










10.
 
(of a river, sea, or lake) flow through or lap against (a country, coast, etc.)




•
 
offshore islands washed by warm blue seas.










11.
 
sift metallic particles from (earth or gravel) by running water through it.




12.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — brush with a thin coat of diluted paint or ink




•
 
the walls were washed with shades of umber.










13.
 
(
wash something with

 )
 — coat inferior metal with (a film of gold or silver from a solution).




14.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 seem convincing or genuine




•
 
charm won't wash with this crew.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of washing something or an instance of being washed.




2.
 
a quantity of clothes needing to be or just having been washed




•
 
she hung out her Tuesday wash.










3.
 
a medicinal or cleansing solution




•
 
mouth wash.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the disturbed water or air behind a moving boat or aircraft or the sound made by this




•
 
the wash of a motorboat.










5.
 
the surging of water or breaking of waves or the sound made by this




•
 
the wash of waves on the pebbled beach.










6.
 
a layer of paint or metal spread thinly on a surface




•
 
the walls were covered with a pale lemon wash.










7.
 
silt or gravel carried by a stream or river and deposited as sediment.




8.
 
a sandbank exposed only at low tide.




9.
 
(in the western US) a dry bed of a stream, typically in a ravine, that flows only seasonally.




10.
 
kitchen slops and other food waste fed to pigs.




11.
 
malt fermenting in preparation for distillation.




12.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a situation or result that is of no benefit to either of two opposing sides




•
 
the plan's impact on jobs would be a wash, creating as many as it costs.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
come out in the wash








‹informal›

 be resolved eventually with no lasting harm




•
 
he's not happy, but he assures me 
it'll all come out in the wash

 .















2.
 
in the wash






(of clothes, bed linen, or similar) put aside for washing or in the process of being washed.









3.
 
one hand washes the other






mutual favors are exchanged




•
 
You can be on the list if you also link to our page. One hand washes the other.















4.
 
wash (or air) one's dirty linen (or laundry) in public








‹informal›

 (of an individual or a member of an organization) discuss or argue about one's private affairs in public.









5.
 
wash one's hands






go to the toilet (used euphemistically).









6.
 
wash one's hands of






disclaim responsibility for




•
 
the social services washed their hands of his daughter.







[originally with biblical allusion to Matt. 27:24.]









7.
 
wash one's mouth out (with soap)






[often as 
imperative

 ]
 — stop swearing.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wash something down






accompany or follow food with a drink




•
 
bacon and eggs 
washed down with

 a cup of tea.















2.
 
wash out (or wash someone out)








(N. Amer.)

 be excluded (or exclude someone) from a course or position after a failure to meet the required standards




•
 
a lot of them had washed out of pilot training.















3.
 
wash something out





a.
 
cause an event to be postponed or canceled because of rain




•
 
the game was washed out.










b.
 
(of a flood or downpour) make a breach in a road.









4.
 
wash over





a.
 
(of a feeling) affect (someone) suddenly




•
 
a deep feeling of sadness washed over her.










b.
 
occur all around without greatly affecting (someone)




•
 
she allowed the babble of conversation to wash over her.





















– origin

 Old English 
wæscan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wassen

 , German 
waschen

 , also to water
 .





Wash.






abbreviation




Washington.













washable

 
/ˈwäSHəb(ə)l ˈwôSHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(especially of fabric or clothes) able to be washed without shrinkage or other damage




•
 
washable curtains




•
 [as 
noun

 ]
 
fine washables.














II.
 
derivatives





washability

 
/ˌwäSHəˈbilitē, ˌwôSH- /






noun





















wash-and-wear

 
/ˌwôSHənˈwer/






adjective




(of a garment or fabric) easily washed, drying quickly, and not needing to be ironed.














washbasin

 
/ˈwäSHˌbāsən ˈwôSHˌbāsən/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a sink or basin, typically fixed to a wall or on a pedestal, used for washing one's hands and face.













washboard

 
/ˈwäSHˌbô(ə)rd ˈwôSHˌbô(ə)rd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a board made of ridged wood or a sheet of corrugated zinc, used when washing clothes as a surface against which to scrub them.




2.
 
a washboard played as a percussion instrument by scraping.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 the surface of a worn, uneven road.




4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a man's stomach that is lean and has well-defined muscles.




5.
 
a board fixed along the side of a boat to prevent water from spilling in over the edge.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
washboarded

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 cause ridges to develop in (a road or road surface)




•
 
a road left washboarded by winter frost.



















washbowl

 
/ˈwäSHbōl/






noun




another term for washbasin
 .














washcloth

 
/ˈwäSHˌklôTH ˈwôSHˌklôTH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a cloth for washing one's face and body, typically made of terry cloth or other absorbent material.













washday

 
/ˈwäSHˌdā ˈwôSHˌdā/






noun




a day on which a household's clothes, bed linens, etc., are washed, especially when the same day each week.













wash drawing

 
/wôSH wäSH ˈdroiNG/






noun




a picture or sketch made by laying on washes of watercolor, typically in monochrome, over a pen or pencil drawing.













washed-out






adjective



1.
 
faded by or as if by sunlight or repeated washing




•
 
washed-out jeans.










2.
 
(of a person) pale and tired.













washed-up






adjective



1.
 
deposited by the tide on a shore




•
 
washed-up jellyfish.










2.
 


‹informal›

 no longer effective or successful




•
 
a washed-up actress.



















washer

 
/ˈwäSHər ˈwôSHər/






noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person or device that washes something




•
 
a glass washer.










2.
 
a washing machine.




3.
 
a small flat ring made of metal, rubber, or plastic fixed under a nut or the head of a bolt to spread the pressure when tightened or between two joining surfaces as a spacer or seal.













washer-dryer






noun




a washing machine with a built-in tumble-dryer.













washerwoman

 
/ˈwäSHərˌwo͝omən ˈwôSHərˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman whose occupation is washing clothes.













washeteria

 
/ˌwôSHəˈtirēə ˌwäSHəˈtirēə /

 
washateria





I.
 
noun




another term for Laundromat
 .











– origin

 1950s: from wash
 , on the pattern of 
cafeteria

 .






washi

 
/ˈwäSHē/





I.
 
noun




decorative paper of kind traditionally handmade in Japan




•
 
a small kite made of bamboo and washi




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
richly designed washi paper.

















– origin

 Japanese, from
wa

 ‘of Japan’ + 
shi

 ‘paper.’





washing

 
/ˈwäSHiNG ˈwôSHiNG/






noun



1.
 
the action of washing oneself or laundering clothes, bed linen, etc.




2.
 
a quantity of clothes, bed linen, etc., that is to be washed or has just been washed




•
 
she took her washing around to the laundromat.



















washing machine






noun




a machine for washing clothes, bed linens, etc.














washing soda






noun




sodium carbonate, used dissolved in water for washing and cleaning.














Washington

 
/ˈwäSHiNGtən/





I.
 
a state in the northwestern US, on the Pacific coast, bordered by Canada; pop. 6,549,224 (est. 2008); capital, Olympia; statehood, Nov. 11, 1889 (42). By agreement with Britain, Washington's northern border was set at the 49th parallel in 1846.




II.
 
the capital of the US; pop. 591,833 (est. 2008). It is coextensive with the District of Columbia, a federal district on the Potomac River bordering on the states of Virginia and Maryland. Founded in 1790, during the presidency of George Washington, the city was planned by engineer 
Pierre-Charles L'Enfant

 (1754–1825) and built as the capital. Full name 
Washington, DC

 .









Washington, Booker T.






(1856–1915), US educator; full name 
Booker Taliaferro Washington

 . A leading commentator for black Americans, he established the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama (1881). His support for segregation and his emphasis on vocational skills for blacks were criticized by other black leaders.









Washington, Bushrod






(1762–1829), US Supreme Court associate justice 1798–1829; a nephew of George Washington. Appointed to the Court by President John Adams, he helped to establish the supremacy of the Court over states' rights.









Washington, Denzel






(1954–), US actor. His many movies include 
Glory

 (1989), 
Malcolm X

 (1992), 
Philadelphia

 (1993), 
The Preacher's Wife

 (1996), 
The Hurricane

 (1999), and 
The Manchurian Candidate

 (2004).









Washington, George






(1732–99), 1st president of the US 1789–97. Commander in chief of the Continental Army, he helped to win the American Revolution by keeping his army together through the winter of 1777–78 at Valley Forge and by winning a decisive battle at Yorktown in 1781. In 1787, he chaired the convention at Philadelphia that drew up the US Constitution. In his two terms as president, he followed a policy of neutrality in international affairs and of expansion on the domestic front.









Washington, Mount






a peak in north central New Hampshire, the highest in the Presidential Range of the White Mountains and in the northeastern US at 6,288 feet (1,918 m).









Washingtonian

 
/ˌwäSHiNGˈtōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or characteristic of the US state of Washington or its inhabitants




•
 
the Washingtonian forests.










2.
 
relating to or characteristic of the US capital city of Washington or its inhabitants




•
 
Washingtonian memoirs.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the US state of Washington




•
 
Washingtonians enjoy all four seasons in a moderate climate.










2.
 
a native or inhabitant of the US capital city of Washington




•
 
a well-connected Washingtonian.



















Washington Monument






a colossal obelisk erected in honor of George Washington as a national memorial in Washington, DC. The square base of the obelisk measures 55 feet (17 m) on a side, and the tapering hollow shaft, containing a stairway and elevator to the top, is 555 feet (169 m) high. The cornerstone to the monument was laid on July 4, 1848; the monument was finished in 1884 and opened to the public in 1886.









Washington Square






a park in lower Manhattan in New York City, a focal point of Greenwich Village.









washi tape





I.
 
noun




a type of decorative colored adhesive tape




•
 
dress up those plain yellow pencils with patterned washi tape




•
 
washi tape can be taped on the sides of a picture frame for a quick, inexpensive update.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: with reference to washi
 , a type of Japanese paper.





Washita River

 
/ˈwôSHiˌtô, ˈwäSH-/






a river that flows for 500 miles (800 km) from the Texas Panhandle across southern Oklahoma to the Red River at Lake Texoma.









washout

 
/ˈwäSHˌout ˈwôSHˌout/






noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 an event that is spoiled by constant or heavy rain.




2.
 
a disappointing failure




•
 
the film was a washout.










3.
 
a breach in a road or railroad track caused by flooding.




4.
 


[Geology]

 a channel cut into a sedimentary deposit by rushing water and filled with younger material.




5.
 


[Medicine]

 the removal of material or a substance from the body or a part of it, either by washing with a fluid, or by allowing it to be eliminated over a period.













washrag

 
/ˈwôSHˌraɡ ˈwäSHˌraɡ/






noun






(US)

 another term for washcloth
 .













washroom

 
/ˈwäSHˌro͞om ˈwäSHˌro͝om/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a room with washing and toilet facilities.













washstand

 
/ˈwäSHˌstand ˈwôSHˌstand/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a piece of furniture designed to hold a jug, bowl, or basin for the purpose of washing one's hands and face.













washtub

 
/ˈwäSHˌtəb ˈwôSHˌtəb/






noun




a large metal tub used for washing clothes and linen.













wash-up

 
/ˈwôSHˌəp/






noun




an act of washing, especially washing oneself or dishes.














washy

 
/ˈwôSHē ˈwäSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of food or drink) too watery




•
 
washy potatoes.










2.
 
lacking in strength or vigor; insipid




•
 
a weak and washy production.










3.
 
(of a color) having a faded look.








II.
 
derivatives





washiness






noun





















wasn't

 
/ˈwəz(ə)nt/






contraction




was not.













wasp

 
/wäsp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a social winged insect that has a narrow waist and a sting. It constructs a paper nest from wood pulp and raises the larvae on a diet of insects.

[Family 
Vespidae

 , superfamily 
Vespoidea

 , order 
Hymenoptera

 : several genera, in particular 
Vespula

 and 
Polistes

 .]




2.
 
a solitary winged insect with a narrow waist, mostly distantly related to the social wasps and including many parasitic kinds.

[Several superfamilies in the sections 
Aculeata

 (digger, mason, and potter wasps) and 
Parasitica

 (parasitic wasps and gall wasps), order 
Hymenoptera

 .]








II.
 
derivatives





wasplike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wæfs

 , 
wæps

 , 
wæsp

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
vespa

 ; perhaps related to weave
 1
 (from the weblike form of its nest).





Wasp

 
/wäsp /

 
WASP





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 an upper- or middle-class American white Protestant, considered to be a member of the most powerful group in society.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Waspish






adjective













2.
 
Waspy






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
white Anglo-Saxon Protestant

 .





waspish

 
/ˈwäspiSH/





I.
 
adjective




readily expressing anger or irritation




•
 
he had a waspish tongue.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waspishly

 
/ˈwäspiSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
waspishness

 
/ˈwäspiSHnəs /






noun





















wasp waist





I.
 
noun




a very narrow or tightly corseted waist.








II.
 
derivatives





wasp-waisted

 
/ˈwäsp ˈˌwāstid /






adjective






















wassail

 
/ˈwäsəl ˈwäˌsāl /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
spiced ale or mulled wine drunk during celebrations for Twelfth Night and Christmas Eve.




2.
 
lively and noisy festivities involving the drinking of plentiful amounts of alcohol; revelry.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — drink plentiful amounts of alcohol and enjoy oneself with others in a noisy, lively way.




2.
 
go from house to house at Christmas singing carols




•
 
here we go a-wassailing.














III.
 
derivatives





wassailer






noun



















– origin

 Middle English 
wæs hæil

 ‘be in (good) health!’: from Old Norse 
ves heill

 (compare with hail
 2
 ). The drinking formula 
wassail

 (and the reply 
drinkhail

 ‘drink good health’) were probably introduced by Danish-speaking inhabitants of England, and then spread, so that by the 12th cent. the usage was considered by the Normans to be characteristic of Englishmen.





wassail bowl

 
wassail cup






noun




a large bowl in which wassail was made and from which it was dispensed for the drinking of toasts.













Wassermann test

 
/ˈwäsərmən, ˈvä-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a diagnostic test for syphilis using a specific antibody reaction (the 
Wassermann reaction

 ) of the patient's blood serum.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after August P. 
Wassermann

 (1866–1925), German pathologist.





Wasserstein, Wendy

 
/ˈwäsərˌstīn, -ˌstēn/






(1950–2006), US playwright. She is most noted for her award-winning play 
The Heidi Chronicles

 (1988). She also wrote 
The Sisters Rosensweig

 (1992) and 
An American Daughter

 (1997).









wassup

 
/wəˈsəp /

 
whassup





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 used as a friendly or informal greeting




•
 
'Wassup, hot stuff?' Bridget called.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: representing an informal pronunciation of 
what's up?







wast

 
/wəst/








‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 second person singular past of be
 .









wastage

 
/ˈwāstij/






noun



1.
 
the action or process of losing or destroying something by using it carelessly or extravagantly




•
 
the wastage of natural resources.










2.
 
the amount of something lost or destroyed by carelessness




•
 
wastage was cut by 50 percent.










3.
 
the weakening or deterioration of a part of the body, typically as a result of illness or lack of use




•
 
the wastage of muscle tissue.




















waste

 
/wāst/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use or expend carelessly, extravagantly, or to no purpose




•
 
we can't afford to waste electricity




•
 
I don't use the car, so why should I 
waste

 precious money 
on

 it?










2.
 
(usu. 
be wasted on

 )
 — bestow or expend on an unappreciative recipient




•
 
her small talk was wasted on this guest.










3.
 
(usu. 
be wasted

 )
 — fail to make full or good use of




•
 
we're wasted in this job.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person or a part of the body) become progressively weaker and more emaciated




•
 
she was dying of AIDS, visibly 
wasting away






•
 (as 
adj.

 
wasting

 )
 
a wasting disease.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 cause to do this




•
 
these symptoms wasted the patients very much.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 devastate or ruin (a place)




•
 
he seized their cattle and wasted their country.










7.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 kill or severely injure (someone)




•
 
I saw them waste the guy I worked for.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 (of time) pass away; be spent




•
 
the years were wasting.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a material, substance, or byproduct) eliminated or discarded as no longer useful or required after the completion of a process




•
 
ensure that waste materials are disposed of responsibly




•
 
plants produce oxygen as a waste product.










2.
 
(of an area of land, typically in a city or town) not used, cultivated, or built on




•
 
a patch of waste ground.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
an act or instance of using or expending something carelessly, extravagantly, or to no purpose




•
 
it's a waste of time trying to argue with him




•
 
they had learned to avoid waste.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 the gradual loss or diminution of something




•
 
he was pale and weak from waste of blood.










3.
 
material that is not wanted; the unusable remains or byproducts of something




•
 
bodily waste




•
 (
wastes

 )
 
hazardous industrial wastes.










4.
 
(usu. 
wastes

 )
 — a large area of barren, typically uninhabited land




•
 
the icy wastes of the Antarctic.










5.
 


[Law]

 damage to an estate caused by an act or by neglect, especially by a life-tenant.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
go to waste






be unused or expended to no purpose.









2.
 
lay waste to (or lay something (to) waste)






completely destroy




•
 
a land laid waste by war.















3.
 
waste one's breath






see breath
 .









4.
 
waste not, want not








‹proverb›

 if you use a commodity or resource carefully and without extravagance, you will never be in need.









5.
 
waste words






see word
 .















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Northern French 
wast(e

 ) (noun), 
waster

 (verb), based on Latin 
vastus

 ‘unoccupied, uncultivated’; compare with vast
 .





wastebasket

 
/ˈwās(t)ˌbaskət/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a receptacle for small quantities of rubbish.













wasted

 
/ˈwāstəd/






adjective



1.
 
used or expended carelessly, extravagantly, or to no purpose




•
 
wasted fuel




•
 
a wasted opportunity.










2.
 
(of an action) not producing the desired result




•
 
I'm sorry you've had a wasted journey.










3.
 
(of a person or a part of the body) weak and emaciated




•
 
her wasted arm.










4.
 


‹informal›

 under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs




•
 
he looked kind of wasted.



















wasteful

 
/ˈwās(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person, action, or process) using or expending something of value carelessly, extravagantly, or to no purpose




•
 
wasteful energy consumption.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wastefully

 
/ˈwās(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wastefulness

 
/ˈwās(t)fəlnəs /






noun





















wastegate

 
/ˈwāstɡāt/






noun




a device in a turbocharger that regulates the pressure at which exhaust gases pass to the turbine by opening or closing a vent to the exterior.













wasteland

 
/ˈwās(t)land/






noun



1.
 
an unused area of land that has become barren or overgrown.




2.
 
a bleak, unattractive, and unused or neglected urban or industrial area




•
 
the restoration of industrial wasteland




•
 


‹figurative›

 the mid 70s are now seen as something of a cultural wasteland.



















wastepaper basket

 
/ˈwāst ˌpāpər ˌbaskət ˈwās(t)ˌpāpər ˌbaskət/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a wastebasket.













waste pipe

 
/ˈwās(t) ˌpīp/






noun




a pipe carrying waste water, such as that from a sink, bathtub, or shower, to a drain.













waster

 
/ˈwāstər/






noun



1.
 
a wasteful person or thing




•
 
you are a great waster of time.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a person who does little or nothing of value.




3.
 
a discarded piece of defective pottery.













wastewater

 
/ˈwāstwôdər, ˈwāstwädər/






noun




water that has been used in the home, in a business, or as part of an industrial process




•
 
this water recycling facility treats wastewater so that it can be reused.



















wastrel

 
/ˈwāstrəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a wasteful or good-for-nothing person.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a waif; a neglected child.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (denoting a strip of wasteland): from the verb waste
 + -rel
 .





wat

 
/wät/





I.
 
noun




(in Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos) a Buddhist monastery or temple.











– origin

 Thai, from Sanskrit, 
vāṭa

 ‘enclosure.’






watch

 
/wäCH wôCH/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — look at or observe attentively, typically over a period of time




•
 
Lucy watched him go




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
as she watched, two women came into the garden




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
everyone stopped to watch what was going on.










2.
 
keep under careful, protective, or secret observation




•
 
there aren't enough staff to watch him properly




•
 
he told me my telephones were tapped and I was being watched.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
watch over

 )
 — observe and guard in a protective way




•
 
I guess I can rest a while, with you here to watch over me.










4.
 
follow closely or maintain an interest in




•
 
the girls watched the development of this relationship with incredulity.










5.
 
exercise care, caution, or restraint about




•
 
most women watch their diet during pregnancy




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
you should watch what you say!










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
watch for

 )
 — look out or be on the alert for




•
 
in spring and summer, watch for kingfishers




•
 


watch out for

 broken glass.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 , usu. in 
imperative

 ] (
watch out

 )
 — be careful




•
 
credit-card fraud is on the increase, so watch out.










8.
 
[usu. in 
imperative

 ] (
watch it/yourself

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 be careful (used as a warning or threat)




•
 
if anyone finds out, you're dead meat; so watch it.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 remain awake for the purpose of religious observance




•
 
she watched whole nights in the church.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a small timepiece worn typically on a strap on one's wrist.




2.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act or instance of carefully observing someone or something over a period of time




•
 
the security forces have been 
keeping a close watch on

 our activities.










3.
 
a period of vigil during which a person is stationed to look out for danger or trouble, typically during the night




•
 
Murray took the last watch before dawn.










4.
 
a fixed period of duty on a ship, usually lasting four hours.




5.
 
(also 
starboard

 or 
port watch

 )
 — the officers and crew on duty during a watch.




6.
 
(usu. 
the watch

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a watchman or group of watchmen who patrolled and guarded the streets of a town before the introduction of the police force.




7.
 
a body of soldiers making up a guard.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
be on the watch






be carefully looking out for something, especially a possible danger.









2.
 
keep watch






stay on the lookout for danger or trouble.









3.
 
watch one's mouth






see mouth
 .









4.
 
watch one's (or someone's) back






protect oneself (or someone else) against danger from an unexpected source




•
 
Because the industry is largely unregulated, you need to watch your back




•
 
Be careful, Ian. I'll watch your back.















5.
 
the watches of the night








‹literary›

 the hours of night, portrayed as a time when one cannot sleep.









6.
 
watch (one's) pennies






see penny
 .









7.
 
watch one's step






used as a warning to someone to walk or act carefully.









8.
 
watch this space






see space
 .









9.
 
watch the time






ensure that one is aware of the time in order to avoid being late.















– origin

 Old English 
wæcce

 ‘watchfulness,’ 
wæccende

 ‘remaining awake’; related to wake
 1
 . The sense ‘small timepiece’ probably developed by way of a sense ‘alarm device attached to a clock.’





watchable

 
/ˈwäCHəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective




(of a film or television program) moderately enjoyable to watch.








II.
 
derivatives





watchability

 
/ˌwäCHəˈbilitē /






noun





















watch cap






noun




a close-fitting knitted cap of a kind worn by members of the US Navy in cold weather.













watchcase

 
/ˈwäCHkās/






noun




a metal case enclosing the works of a watch.













watch chain






noun




a metal chain securing a pocket watch.













watchdog

 
/ˈwäCHˌdôɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a dog kept to guard private property.




2.
 
a person or group whose function is to monitor the practices of companies providing a particular service or utility




•
 
a watchdog for the global banking industry.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
maintain surveillance over (a person, activity, or situation)




•
 
how can we watchdog our investments?



















watcher

 
/ˈwäCHər/






noun




a person who observes something attentively or regularly


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a whale-watcher.



















watchfire

 
/ˈwäCHˌfī(ə)r ˈwôCHˌfī(ə)r/






noun




a fire maintained during the night as a signal or for the use of someone who is on watch.













watchful

 
/ˈwäCHfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
watching or observing someone or something closely; alert and vigilant




•
 
they attended dances under the 
watchful eye

 of their father.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 wakeful; sleepless.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
watchfully

 
/ˈwäCHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
watchfulness

 
/ˈwäCHfəlnəs /






noun





















watch list






noun




a list of individuals, groups, or items that require close surveillance, typically for legal or political reasons.













watchmaker

 
/ˈwäCHˌmākər/





I.
 
noun




a person who makes and repairs watches and clocks.








II.
 
derivatives





watchmaking

 
/ˈwäCHmākiNG /






noun





















watchman

 
/ˈwäCHmən/






noun



1.
 
a man employed to look after an empty building, especially at night.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a member of a body of people employed to keep watch in a town at night.













watch night






noun




a religious service held on New Year's Eve or Christmas Eve.













watch spring






noun




a mainspring in a watch.













watchtower

 
/ˈwäCHˌtou(ə)r/






noun




a tower built to create an elevated observation point.













watchword

 
/ˈwäCHˌwərd/






noun



1.
 
a word or phrase expressing a person's or group's core aim or belief




•
 
the watchword for the market is be prepared for anything.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a military password.














water

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 
a colorless, transparent, odorless, tasteless liquid that forms the seas, lakes, rivers, and rain and is the basis of the fluids of living organisms.




b.
 
water as supplied to houses or commercial establishments through pipes and taps




•
 
each bedroom has a washbasin with hot and cold water




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
water pipes.










c.
 
one of the four elements in ancient and medieval philosophy and in astrology (considered essential to the nature of the signs Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces)


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a water sign.










d.
 
(usu. 
the waters

 )
 — the water of a mineral spring, typically as used medicinally for bathing in or drinking




•
 
resorts where southerners came to 
take the waters

 .










e.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a solution of a specified substance in water




•
 
ammonia water.










f.
 
urine




•
 
drinking alcohol will make you need to 
pass water

 more often.










g.
 
(
waters

 )
 — the amniotic fluid surrounding a fetus in the womb, especially as discharged in a flow shortly before birth




•
 
I think my waters have broken.











Water is a compound of oxygen and hydrogen (chem. formula: H2
 O) with highly distinctive physical and chemical properties: it is able to dissolve many other substances; its solid form (ice) is 
less

 dense than the liquid form; its boiling point, viscosity, and surface tension are unusually high for its molecular weight, and it is partially dissociated into hydrogen and hydroxyl ions.




2.
 
(
the water

 )
 — a stretch or area of water, such as a river, sea, or lake




•
 
the lawns ran down to the water's edge.










3.
 
the surface of an area of water




•
 
she ducked under the water.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — found in, on, or near areas of water




•
 
a water plant.










5.
 
(
waters

 )
 — the water of a particular sea, river, or lake




•
 
the waters of Hudson Bay




•
 


‹figurative›

 the government is taking us into unknown waters with these changes in the legislation.










6.
 
(
waters

 )
 — an area of sea regarded as under the jurisdiction of a particular country




•
 
Japanese coastal waters.










7.
 
the quality of transparency and brilliance shown by a diamond or other gem.




8.
 


[Finance]

 capital stock that represents a book value greater than the true assets of a company.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pour or sprinkle water over (a plant or an area of ground), typically in order to encourage plant growth




•
 
I went out to water the geraniums.










2.
 
give a drink of water to (an animal)




•
 
they stopped to water the horses and to refresh themselves.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of an animal) drink water.




4.
 
(usu. 
be watered

 )
 — (of a river) flow through (an area of land)




•
 
the valley is watered by the Pines River.










5.
 
take a fresh supply of water on board (a ship or steam train)




•
 
the ship was watered and fresh livestock taken aboard.










6.
 


[Finance]

 increase (a company's debt, or nominal capital) by the issue of new shares without a corresponding addition to assets.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the eyes) become full of moisture or tears




•
 
Rory blinked, his eyes watering.










8.
 
(of the mouth) produce saliva, typically in response to the sight or smell of appetizing food




•
 
the smell of frying bacon made Hilary's mouth water.










9.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — dilute or adulterate (a drink, typically an alcoholic one) with water




•
 
staff at the club had been 
watering down

 the drinks.










10.
 
(
water something down

 )
 — make a statement or proposal less forceful or controversial by changing or leaving out certain details




•
 
the army's report of its investigation was considerably watered down.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by water






using a ship or boat for travel or transport




•
 
at the end of the lake was a small gazebo, accessible only by water.















2.
 
cast one's bread upon the waters






see bread
 .









3.
 
like water






in great quantities




•
 
George was spending money like water.















4.
 
make water





a.
 
urinate.




b.
 
(of a ship or boat) take in water through a leak.









5.
 
of the first water





a.
 
(of a diamond or pearl) of the greatest brilliance and transparency.




b.
 
(typically of someone or something perceived as undesirable or annoying) extreme or unsurpassed of their kind




•
 
she was a bore of the first water.















6.
 
under water






submerged; flooded.









7.
 
the water of life






whiskey.









8.
 
water off a duck's back






see duck
 1
 .









9.
 
water on the brain








‹informal›

 hydrocephalus.









10.
 
water under the bridge (or water over the dam)






used to refer to events or situations that are in the past and consequently no longer to be regarded as important or as a source of concern.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waterer

 
/ˈwôdərər ˈwädərər /






noun













2.
 
waterless

 
/ˈwôdərləs ˈwädərləs /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wæter

 (noun), 
wæterian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
water

 , German 
Wasser

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Russian 
voda

 (compare with vodka
 ), also by Latin 
unda

 ‘wave’ and Greek 
hudōr

 ‘water.’






water arum






noun




a plant of the arum family, with heart-shaped leaves, a white spathe, and a green spadix. It grows in swamps and boggy ground in north temperate regions.

Also called wild calla
 . [
Calla palustris

 , family 
Araceae

 .]













water bag

 
/ˈwôdər baɡ ˈwädər baɡ/






noun




a bag made of leather, canvas, or other material, used for carrying water.













water-based

 
/ˈwôdərˌbāst/






adjective




(of a substance or solution) using or having water as a medium or main ingredient




•
 
a water-based paint.



















water bath

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər baTH/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a container of water heated to a given temperature, used for heating substances placed in smaller containers.













water bear






noun




a minute invertebrate with a short plump body and four pairs of stubby legs, living in water or in the film of water on plants such as mosses.

[Phylum 
Tardigrada

 .]













Water Bearer





(
the Water Bearer

 )


1.
 
the zodiacal sign or constellation Aquarius.













waterbed

 
/ˈwôdərˌbed ˈwädərˌbed/






noun




a bed with a water-filled rubber or plastic mattress.













water beetle

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər ˈbēdl/






noun




any of a large number of beetles that live in fresh water.

[Several families, in particular 
Dytiscidae

 (the predatory diving beetles) and 
Hydrophilidae

 (scavenging beetles).]













waterbird

 
/ˈwôdərˌbərd ˈwädərˌbərd/






noun




a bird that frequents water, especially one that habitually wades or swims in fresh water.













water birth






noun




a birth in which the mother spends the final stages of labor in a birthing pool, with delivery taking place either in or out of the water.













water biscuit






noun




a thin, crisp unsweetened cracker made from flour and water.













water bloom






noun




another term for algal bloom
 (see bloom
 1
 ).













waterboard

 
/ˈwôdərˌbôrd/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
subject (someone) to the process of waterboarding.








II.
 
noun




the board or bench onto which a person is strapped during the process of waterboarding.













waterboarding

 
/ˈwôdərˌbôrdiNG/






noun




an interrogation technique simulating the experience of drowning, in which a person is strapped, face up, to a board that slopes downward at the head, while large quantities of water are poured over the face into the breathing passages.














water boatman

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər ˈbōtmən/






noun



1.
 
an aquatic bug that spends much of its time on the bottom, using its front legs to sieve food from the water and its hair-fringed rear legs for swimming.

[Family 
Corixidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : 
Corixa

 , 
Sigara

 , and other genera.]




2.
 
another term for backswimmer
 .













waterbody

 
/ˈwôtərˌbädē, ˈwä-/






noun




a body of water forming a physiographical feature, for example a sea or a reservoir.













water-bomber

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər ˈbämər/






noun




an aircraft used for extinguishing forest fires by dropping water.













waterborne

 
/ˈwädərbôrn/






adjective



1.
 
conveyed by, traveling on, or involving travel or transportation on water.




2.
 
(of a disease) communicated or propagated by contaminated water.













waterbuck

 
/ˈwôtərˌbək, ˈwä-/






noun




a large African antelope occurring near rivers and lakes in the savanna.

[
Kobus ellipsiprymnus

 , family 
Bovidae

 .]














water buffalo






noun




a large black domesticated buffalo with heavy swept-back horns, used as a beast of burden throughout the tropics.

[Genus 
Bubalus

 , family 
Bovidae

 : the domesticated 
B. bubalis

 , descended from the wild 
B. arnee

 , which is confined to remote parts of India and Southeast Asia.]













Waterbury

 
/ˈwôtərˌberē, ˈwätər-/






an industrial city in western Connecticut, on the Naugatuck River, a historic brass-manufacturing center; pop. 107,037 (est. 2008).









water cannon






noun




a device that ejects a powerful jet of water, typically used to disperse a crowd.













water chestnut






noun



1.
 
(also 
Chinese water chestnut

 )
 — the tuber of a tropical sedge that is widely used in Asian cooking, its white flesh remaining crisp after cooking.




2.
 
the sedge that yields water chestnut, which is cultivated in flooded fields in Southeast Asia.

[
Eleocharis tuberosa

 , family 
Cyperaceae

 .]




3.
 
(also 
water caltrop

 )
 — an aquatic plant with small white flowers, producing an edible rounded seed with two large projecting horns.

[
Trapa natans

 , family 
Trapaceae

 .]













water clock






noun






‹historical›

 a clock that used the flow of water to measure time.














water closet






noun



1.
 


‹dated›

 a flush toilet.




2.
 


‹dated›

 a room containing a flush toilet.













watercock

 
/ˈwôtərˌkäk, ˈwä-/






noun




a brown and gray aquatic Asian rail, the male of which develops black plumage and a red frontal shield in the breeding season.

[
Gallicrex cinerea

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]













watercolor

 
/ˈwôdərˌkələr ˈwädərˌkələr /

 


‹Brit.›

 watercolour





I.
 
noun

 — (also 
watercolors

 )


1.
 
artists' paint made with a water-soluble binder such as gum arabic, and thinned with water rather than oil, giving a transparent color.




2.
 
a picture painted with watercolors.




3.
 
the art of painting with watercolors, especially using a technique of producing paler colors by diluting rather than by adding white.








II.
 
derivatives





watercolorist






noun





















water cooler






noun



1.
 
a dispenser of cooled drinking water, typically used in office workplaces.




2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to the type of informal conversation or socializing among office workers that takes place in the communal area where a water dispenser is located




•
 
the subtleties of film noir haven't exactly been a hot topic around the water cooler




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a water-cooler chat about the president.



















watercourse

 
/ˈwôdərˌkôrs ˈwädərˌkôrs/






noun



1.
 
a brook, stream, or artificially constructed water channel.




2.
 
the bed along which a watercourse flows.













watercraft

 
/ˈwôtərˌkraft, ˈwä-/






noun



1.
 
a boat or other vessel that travels on water.




2.
 
skill in sailing and other activities that take place on water.













watercress

 
/ˈwôdərˌkres ˈwädərˌkres/






noun




a cress that grows in running water and whose pungent leaves are used in salad.

[
Nasturtium officinale

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]













water cure






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a session of treatment by hydropathy.













water cycle






noun




the cycle of processes by which water circulates between the earth's oceans, atmosphere, and land, involving precipitation as rain and snow, drainage in streams and rivers, and return to the atmosphere by evaporation and transpiration.














waterdog

 
/ˈwôtərdôɡ/






noun




an aquatic North American salamander that is a smaller relative of the mudpuppy, typically living in flowing water.

[Genus 
Necturus

 , family 
Proteidae

 : several species.]













watered-down

 
/ˌwôdərdˈdoun/






adjective



1.
 
diluted with water




•
 
watered-down wine




•
 
watered-down blue paint.










2.
 
altered so as to be weaker in force, content, or value




•
 
a watered-down version of the book




•
 
the watered-down proposal has not been welcomed.



















watered silk






noun




silk that has been treated in such a way as to give it a wavy, lustrous finish.













waterfall

 
/ˈwôdərˌfôl ˈwädərˌfôl/





I.
 
noun




a cascade of water falling from a height, formed when a river or stream flows over a precipice or steep incline.








II.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a method of project management that is characterized by sequential stages and a fixed plan of work




•
 
each phase of a waterfall project must be complete prior to moving to the next phase.







Contrasted with agile
 (
sense

 2).













water fern






noun



1.
 
a small aquatic or semiaquatic fern that is either free-floating or anchored by the roots, found chiefly in tropical and warm countries.

[Families 
Azollaceae

 , 
Marsileaceae

 and 
Salviniaceae

 : many species, in particular the minute floating 
Azolla filiculoides

 of tropical America, which has been naturalized elsewhere.]




2.
 
an Australian fern with large coarse fronds, typically growing in marshy areas and rain forests.

[Genus 
Blechnum

 , family 
Blechnaceae

 : several species.]














water flea

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər flē/






noun




another term for daphnia
 .













water footprint






noun




the amount of fresh water utilized in the production or supply of the goods and services used by a particular person or group




•
 
major supermarket chains are already understood to be considering how to reduce their water footprint.



















Waterford

 
/ˈwôtərfərd, ˈwätər-/





I.
 
a county in the southeast of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Munster; main administrative center, Dungarvan.




II.
 
the county town of Waterford, a port on an inlet of St. George's Channel; pop. 45,748 (2006). It is noted for its clear, colorless flint glass, known as Waterford crystal.




III.
 
a town in southeastern Connecticut, east of New London; pop. 18,794 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
a city in southeastern Michigan, northwest of Pontiac; pop. 73,150 (2000).









Waterford glass






noun




fine clear, colorless flint glassware first manufactured in Waterford, Ireland in the 18th and 19th centuries.













waterfowl

 
/ˈwôdərˌfoul ˈwädərˌfoul/






plural noun




ducks, geese, or other large aquatic birds, especially when regarded as game.














waterfront

 
/ˈwôdərˌfrənt ˈwädərˌfrənt/






noun




a part of a town that borders a body of water.













water gap






noun




a transverse gap in a mountain ridge through which a stream or river flows.













water garden






noun




a garden with pools or a stream, for growing aquatic plants.













water gas

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər ɡas/






noun




a fuel gas consisting mainly of carbon monoxide and hydrogen, made by passing steam over incandescent coke.













watergate

 
/ˈwôtərˌɡāt, ˈwä-/






noun



1.
 
a gate of a town or castle opening on to a lake, river, or sea.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a sluice; a floodgate.













Watergate

 
/ˈwôdərɡāt ˈwädərˌɡāt/






a political scandal in which an attempt to bug the national headquarters of the Democratic Party (in the Watergate building in Washington, DC) led to the resignation of President Nixon (1974).









water glass

 
/ˈwôdər ˌɡlas ˈwädər ˌɡlas/






noun



1.
 
a solution of sodium or potassium silicate. It solidifies on exposure to air and is used to make silica gel and for preserving eggs and hardening artificial stone.




2.
 
an instrument for making observations beneath the surface of water, consisting of a bucket with a glass bottom.













water gun






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a water pistol.













water hammer

 
/ˈwôdər ˌhamər ˈwädər ˌhamər/






noun




a knocking noise in a water pipe that occurs when a tap is turned off briskly.














water hemlock






noun




a highly poisonous plant of the parsley family that grows in ditches and marshy ground.

Also called cowbane
 . [Genus 
Cicuta

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 : several species, in particular the North American 
C. maculata

 (also called water hemlock
 (see cowbane
 )).]













waterhen

 
/ˈwôtərhen/






noun




an aquatic rail, especially a moorhen or related bird.

[Genera 
Gallinula

 and 
Amaurornis

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]













waterhole

 
/ˈwôdərˌhōl ˈwädərˌhōl/






noun




a depression in which water collects, especially one from which animals regularly drink.













water hyacinth






noun




a free-floating tropical American water plant that has been introduced elsewhere as an ornamental and in some warmer regions has become a serious weed of waterways.

[
Eichhornia crassipes

 , family 
Pontederiaceae

 .]













water ice






noun




sorbet.













watering can






noun




a portable water container with a long spout and a detachable perforated cap, used for watering plants.













watering hole






noun



1.
 
a waterhole from which animals regularly drink.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a tavern or bar.













watering place






noun



1.
 
a watering hole.




2.
 
a spa or seaside resort.













water jacket

 
/ˈwôdər ˈwädər ˈjakət/





I.
 
noun




a casing containing water surrounding and protecting something from extremes of temperature.








II.
 
derivatives





water-jacketed






adjective





















water jump






noun




an obstacle in a jumping competition or steeplechase, where a horse must jump over or into water.













waterleaf

 
/ˈwôtərˌlēf, ˈwä-/






noun




a North American woodland plant with bell-shaped flowers and leaves that appear to be stained with water.

[Genus 
Hydrophyllum

 , family 
Hydrophyllaceae

 .]













water lettuce






noun




a tropical aquatic plant of the arum family that forms a floating rosette of leaves.

[
Pistia stratiotes

 , family 
Araceae

 .]













water level






noun



1.
 
the height reached by the water in a reservoir, river, storage tank, etc.




2.
 
another term for water table
 .




3.
 
an instrument that uses water to indicate the horizontal.














water lily






noun




an ornamental aquatic plant with large round floating leaves and large, typically cup-shaped, floating flowers.

[Family 
Nymphaeaceae

 : several genera and many species, including the white-flowered 
fragrant water lily

 (
Nymphaea odorata

 ) of eastern North America, and the yellow-flowered 
Indian pond lily

 of California (
Nuphar polysepalum

 ).]













waterline

 
/ˈwôdərˌlīn ˈwädərˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
the level normally reached by the water on the side of a ship.




2.
 
the level reached by the sea or a river visible as a line on a rock face, beach, or riverbank.




3.
 
any of a set of structural lines of a ship, parallel with the surface of the water, representing the contour of the hull at various heights above the keel and drawn on shipbuilding plans.




4.
 
a vertical watermark made in laid paper.














waterlog

 
/ˈwôdərˌlôɡ ˈwädərˌläɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
saturate with water; make (something) waterlogged




•
 
the open roof allowed rain to waterlog the field.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent. (originally in the sense ‘make (a ship) unmanageable by flooding’): from water
 + the verb log
 1
 .





waterlogged

 
/ˈwôdərˌlôɡd ˈwädərˌlôɡd/





I.
 
adjective




saturated with or full of water




•
 
the race was called off after parts of the course were found to be waterlogged.

















– origin

 mid 18th cent.: past participle of the verb waterlog
 , from water
 + the verb log
 1
 .





Waterloo

 
/ˌwôdərˈlo͞o ˈwôdərˌlo͞o/





I.
 
an industrial and commercial city in northeastern Iowa; pop. 66,662 (est. 2008).




II.
 
see Austin
 1
 .









Waterloo, Battle of

 
/ˈwôtərˌlo͞o, ˈwä-/





I.
 
a battle fought on June 18, 1815, near the village of Waterloo (in what is now Belgium), in which Napoleon's army was defeated by the British (under the Duke of Wellington) and Prussians. The allied pursuit caused Napoleon's army to disintegrate entirely, ending his bid to return to power.




II.
 
(as 
noun

 
a Waterloo

 )
 — a decisive defeat or failure




•
 
his team 
met their Waterloo

 .















water main






noun




a main line in a water supply system.













waterman

 
/ˈwôdərmən ˈwädərmən/






noun



1.
 
a boatman.




2.
 
an oarsman who has attained a particular level of knowledge or skill.













watermark

 
/ˈwôdərˌmärk ˈwädərˌmärk/





I.
 
noun




a faint design made in some paper during manufacture, which is visible when held against the light and typically identifies the maker.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark with a watermark.













water mass






noun




a large body of seawater that is distinguishable especially by its characteristic temperature and salinity range.














water measurer






noun




a long, thin aquatic bug that walks slowly on the surface film of water and spears small prey with its beak.

[Genus 
Hydrometra

 , family 
Hydrometridae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : several species.]













watermelon

 
/ˈwôdərˌmelən ˈwädərˌmelən/






noun



1.
 
the large melonlike fruit of a plant of the gourd family, with smooth green skin, red pulp, and watery juice.




2.
 
the widely cultivated African plant that yields the watermelon.

[
Citrullus lanatus

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]













water mill

 
/ˈwôtərˌmil, ˈwä-/






noun




a mill worked by a waterwheel.














water moccasin






noun




another term for cottonmouth
 .













water mold






noun




any of a group of fungi-like organisms that live in water or soil, many of which are parasitic on plants.

[Phlya 
Chytridiomycota

 and 
Oomycota

 , kingdom 
Protista

 .]













water nymph

 
/ˈwôdər ˌnimf ˈwädər ˌnimf/






noun




(in folklore and classical mythology) a nymph inhabiting or presiding over water, especially a Naiad or Nereid.













water of crystallization






noun






[Chemistry]

 water molecules forming an essential part of the crystal structure of some compounds.














water opossum

 
water possum






noun




another term for yapok
 .














water ouzel






noun




another term for dipper
 (
sense

 1).













water park






noun




a large outdoor area with swimming pools, water slides, and similar attractions




•
 
I was swimming in the wave pool at a water park.



















water parsnip






noun




a tall plant of the parsley family that lives in or near water.

[
Sium latifolium

 and 
Berula erecta

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]













water pepper






noun




a widely distributed plant of the dock family that grows in wet ground, with peppery-tasting leaves and sap that is a skin irritant.

[Genus 
Polygonum

 , family 
Polygonaceae

 : several species, in particular 
P. hydropiper

 .]













water pipe






noun



1.
 
a pipe for conveying water.




2.
 
a pipe for smoking tobacco, cannabis, etc., that draws the smoke through water to cool it.













water pistol






noun




a toy pistol that shoots a jet of water.













water plantain






noun




an aquatic or marshland plant of north temperate regions, with leaves that resemble those of plantains and a tall stem bearing numerous white or pink flowers.

[Genus 
Alisma

 , family 
Alismataceae

 : several species, including 
A. trivale

 .]













water polo






noun




a seven-a-side game played by swimmers in a pool, with a ball like a volleyball that is thrown into the opponent's net.













water poverty






noun




the condition of not having access to sufficient water, or water of an adequate quality, to meet one's basic needs.




•
 
250 million more people in Africa will face water poverty by 2020.



















water power





I.
 
noun




power that is derived from the weight or motion of water, used as a force to drive machinery.








II.
 
derivatives





water-powered






adjective





















waterproof

 
/ˈwôdərˌpro͞of ˈwädərˌpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
impervious to water




•
 
a waterproof hat.










2.
 
not liable to be washed away by water




•
 
waterproof ink.














II.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a garment, especially a coat, that keeps out water.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make impervious to water.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waterproofer






noun













2.
 
waterproofness






noun





















water rat






noun




any of a number of semiaquatic rodents, in particular

[the 
Florida water rat

 (
Neofiber alleni

 , family 
Muridae

 ) of Florida and southern Georgia, and the muskrat
 .]













water-repellent






adjective




not easily penetrated by water, especially as a result of being treated for such a purpose with a surface coating.













water-resistant





I.
 
adjective




able to resist the penetration of water to some degree but not entirely.








II.
 
derivatives





water-resistance






noun





















water right






noun



1.
 
[usu. 
pl.

 ]
 — the right to make use of the water from a stream, lake, or irrigation canal.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 the right to navigate on particular waters.













Waters, Ethel

 
/ˈwôtərz, ˈwä-/






(1896–1977), US singer and actress. A blues and jazz singer, she made songs such as 
“Dinah”

 (1925) and 
“Stormy Weather”

 (1933) popular. She acted on Broadway in 
Cabin in the Sky

 (1940) and 
The Member of the Wedding

 (1950) and in movies such as 
Pinky

 (1949).









Waters, Muddy






(1915–83), US blues singer and guitarist; born 
McKinley Morganfield

 . He recorded 
“Rollin' Stone”

 in 1950, and that year formed a blues band, with which he had such hits as 
“Got My Mojo Working”

 (1957). The Rolling Stones took their name from his 1950 song.









waterscape

 
/ˈwôtərskāp/






noun




a landscape in which an expanse of water is a dominant feature.













water scorpion






noun




a mainly tropical predatory water bug with grasping forelegs, breathing from the surface via a bristlelike “tail.”

[Family 
Nepidae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : several genera including the 
Nepa

 and 
Ranatra

 .]













watershed

 
/ˈwôdərˌSHed ˈwädərˌSHed/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an area or ridge of land that separates waters flowing to different rivers, basins, or seas.




2.
 
an area or region drained by a river, river system, or other body of water.




3.
 
an event or period marking a turning point in a course of action or state of affairs




•
 
these works mark a watershed in the history of music.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from water
 + 
shed

 in the sense ‘ridge of high ground’ (related to shed
 2
 ), suggested by German 
Wasserscheide

 , literally ‘water-divide.’





water shrew






noun




a large semiaquatic shrew that preys on aquatic invertebrates.

[Four genera, family 
Soricidae

 : several species, in particular the 
American water shrew

 (
Sorex palustris

 ) and the 
Eurasian water shrew

 (
Neomys fodiens

 ).]













waterside

 
/ˈwôdərˌsīd ˈwädərˌsīd/






noun




the edge of or area adjoining a sea, lake, or river.














waterski

 
/ˈwädərˌskē/





I.
 
noun




each of a pair of skis enabling the wearer to skim the surface of the water when towed by a motorboat.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
skim the surface of water on waterskis.








III.
 
derivatives





waterskier

 
/ˈwädərˌskēər /






noun





















water slide

 
/ˈwôdər ˌslīd ˈwädər ˌslīd/






noun




a slide into a swimming pool, typically flowing with water and incorporating a number of twists and turns.













water snake

 
/ˈwôdər ˌsnāk ˈwädər ˌsnāk/






noun




a harmless snake that is a powerful swimmer and spends part of its time in fresh water hunting for prey. Water snakes are found in Africa, Asia, and America.

[
Natrix

 and other genera, family 
Colubridae

 : several species.]













water softener






noun




a device or substance that softens hard water by removing certain minerals.













water soldier






noun




an aquatic European plant with slender, spiny-toothed leaves in submerged rosettes that rise to the surface at flowering time.

[
Stratiotes aloides

 , family 
Hydrocharitaceae

 .]













water-soluble

 
/ˌwôdərˈsälyəb(ə)l/






adjective




able to be dissolved in water




•
 
the paint is water-soluble




•
 
water-soluble vitamins.



















water spider






noun




a semiaquatic spider.

[Several species, including the European 
Argyroneta aquatica

 (family 
Argyronetidae

 ), which lives in an underwater dome of silk filled with air.]













water sports






plural noun



1.
 
sports that are carried out on water, such as waterskiing and windsurfing.




2.
 


‹informal›

 sexual activity involving urination.













waterspout

 
/ˈwôdərˌspout ˈwädərˌspout/






noun




a rotating column of water and spray formed by a whirlwind occurring over the sea or other body of water.













water stone






noun




a whetstone used with water rather than oil.













water strider






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a slender predatory bug that moves quickly across the surface film of water, using its front legs for catching prey.

[Family 
Gerridae

 , suborder 
Heteroptera

 : 
Gerris

 and other genera.]














water table






noun




the level below which the ground is saturated with water.

Compare with phreatic
 , vadose
 .













water taxi






noun




a small motorboat for transporting paying passengers on rivers, canals, etc.













waterthrush

 
/ˈwôtərˌTHrəSH, ˈwä-/






noun




a thrushlike North American warbler related to the ovenbird, found near woodland streams and swamps.

[Genus 
Seiurus

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 : two species.]













watertight

 
/ˈwôdərˌtīt ˈwädərˌtīt/






adjective



1.
 
closely sealed, fastened, or fitted so that no water enters or passes through




•
 
a watertight seal.










2.
 
(of an argument or account) unable to be disputed or questioned




•
 
their alibis are watertight.



















watertight compartment






noun




any of the sections with intervening watertight partitions into which the interior of a large ship is now usually divided for safety.













water torture






noun




a form of torture in which the victim is exposed to the incessant dripping of water on the head or to the sound of dripping.













water tower






noun




a tower supporting an elevated water tank, whose height creates the pressure required to distribute the water through a piped system.













Watertown

 
/ˈwôtərˌtoun, ˈwä-/





I.
 
an industrial city in eastern Massachusetts, on the Charles River, west of Boston; pop. 32,365 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial and commercial city in north central New York, near Lake Ontario and the Thousand Islands; pop. 27,310 (est. 2008).




III.
 
a city in northeastern South Dakota; pop. 20,488 (est. 2008).




IV.
 
an industrial city in south central Wisconsin; pop. 22,930 (est. 2008).









water-vascular system






noun






[Zoology]

 (in an echinoderm) a network of water vessels in the body, the tube feet being operated by hydraulic pressure within the vessels.













Waterville

 
/ˈwôtərvil, ˈwä-/






a commercial city in south central Maine, on the Kennebec River; pop. 16,016 (est. 2008).









waterway

 
/ˈwôdərˌwā ˈwädərˌwā/






noun



1.
 
a river, canal, or other route for travel by water.




2.
 
a thick plank or angle iron at the outer edge of the deck of a vessel, which joins the vessel's side to its deck and directs water overboard via the scuppers.













waterweed

 
/ˈwôdərwēd ˈwädərˌwēd/






noun



1.
 
any aquatic plant with inconspicuous flowers, especially a pondweed.




2.
 
a submerged aquatic American plant that is grown in aquariums and ornamental ponds.

[Genus 
Elodea

 , family 
Hydrocharitaceae

 : several species, in particular 
E. canadensis

 .]













waterwheel

 
/ˈwôdərˌ(h)wēl ˈwädərˌ(h)wēl/






noun




a large wheel driven by flowing water, used to work machinery or to raise water to a higher level.













water wings






plural noun




inflated floats that may be fixed to the arms of someone learning to swim to give increased buoyancy.













water witch

 
water witcher





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a person who searches for underground water by using a dowsing rod.








II.
 
derivatives





water witching






noun





















Water Wonderland






a nickname for the state of Michigan
 .









waterworks

 
/ˈwôdərˌwərks ˈwädərˌwərks/






plural noun



1.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ]
 — an establishment for managing a water supply.




2.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to the shedding of tears




•
 
she is an expert at 
turning on the waterworks

 to manipulate others.



















watery

 
/ˈwôdərē ˈwädərē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
consisting of, containing, or resembling water




•
 
a watery fluid.










2.
 
thin or tasteless as a result of containing too much water




•
 
watery coffee.










3.
 
weak; pale




•
 
watery sunshine.










4.
 
(of a person's eyes) full of or running with tears.








II.
 
derivatives





wateriness

 
/ˈwôdərēnis ˈwädərēnis /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wæterig

 (see water
 , -y
 1
 ).





WATS

 
/wäts/






abbreviation




Wide Area Telecommunications Service.













Watson, James Dewey

 
/ˈwätsən/






(1928–), US biologist. Together with Francis Crick, he proposed the double-helix model for the structure of the DNA molecule. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1962), shared with Crick and Maurice Wilkins.









Watson, John Broadus






(1878–1958), US psychologist; founder of the school of behaviorism. He held that the role of the psychologist was to discern, through observation and experimentation, the innate behavior and acquired behavior in an individual.









Watsonville

 
/ˈwätsənˌvil/






a city in west central California, south of San Jose; pop. 50,442 (est. 2008).









Watson-Watt, Sir Robert

 
/ˌwätsən ˈwät/






(1892–1973), Scottish physicist; full name 
Robert Alexander Watson-Watt

 . He led a team that developed radar into a practical system for locating aircraft; this played a vital role in World War II.









Watsu

 
/ˈwätso͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a form of shiatsu massage that takes place in water.











– origin

 1980s: blend of 
water

 and 
shiatsu

 .





watt

 
/wät /

 
W





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of power, equivalent to one joule per second, corresponding to the power in an electric circuit in which the potential difference is one volt and the current one ampere.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after James 
Watt

 (see Watt, James
 ).






Watt, James

 
/wät/






(1736–1819), Scottish engineer. Among his many innovations, he greatly improved the efficiency of the Newcomen steam engine, which was then adopted for a variety of purposes. He also introduced the term 
horsepower

 .









wattage

 
/ˈwädij/






noun



1.
 
a measure of electrical power expressed in watts.




2.
 
the operating power of a lamp or other electrical appliance expressed in watts.













Watteau, Jean Antoine

 
/wäˈtō/






(1684–1721), French painter. An initiator of the rococo style, he is also known for his invention of the 
fête galante

 .









watt-hour

 
/ˈwädˌou(ə)r/






noun




a measure of electrical energy equivalent to a power consumption of one watt for one hour.













wattle1


 
/ˈwädl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a material for making fences, walls, etc., consisting of rods or stakes interlaced with twigs or branches.




2.
 


(chiefly Austral.)

 an acacia.

[Genus 
Acacia

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : many species, including the 
golden wattle

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make, enclose, or fill up with wattle.











– origin

 Old English 
watul

 , of unknown origin.





wattle2


 
/ˈwädl/





I.
 
noun




a colored fleshy lobe hanging from the head or neck of domestic chickens, turkeys, and some other birds.








II.
 
derivatives





wattled

 
/ˈwäd(ə)ld /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.





wattle and daub

 
/ˈwädl and (ə)n(d) dôb/






noun




a material formerly or traditionally used in building walls, consisting of a network of interwoven sticks and twigs covered with mud or clay.













wattlebird

 
/ˈwädlˌbərd/






noun




the largest of the honeyeaters found in Australia, with a wattle hanging from each cheek.

[Genus 
Anthochaera

 (and 
Melidectes

 ), family 
Meliphagidae

 : four species.]













wattmeter

 
/ˈwätˌmēdər/






noun




a meter for measuring electric power in watts.













Watts

 
/wäts/






a district in southern Los Angeles in California, home to much of the black population of the city.










Watusi

 
/wäˈto͞osē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
Watutsi

 ) [treated as 
pl.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 the Tutsi people collectively.




2.
 
an energetic dance popular in the 1960s.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
dance the Watusi.











– origin

 from the Kinyarwanda language of the Bantu family, from the plural prefix 
wa-

 + Tutsi
 .





Waugh, Evelyn

 
/wô/






(1903–66), English novelist; full name 
Evelyn Arthur St. John Waugh

 . His work was profoundly influenced by his conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930. Notable works: 
Decline and Fall

 (1928) and 
Brideshead Revisited

 (1945).









Waukegan

 
/wôˈkēɡən/






an industrial port city in northeastern Illinois, on Lake Michigan; pop. 90,788 (est. 2008).









Waukesha

 
/ˈwôkiˌSHô/






an industrial city in southeastern Wisconsin, west of Milwaukee; pop. 68,008 (est. 2008).










waul

 
/wôl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a loud plaintive cry like that of a cat.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: imitative.





Wausau

 
/ˈwôˌsô/






an industrial and commercial city in central Wisconsin; pop. 37,576 (est. 2008).









Wauwatosa

 
/ˌwôwəˈtōsə/






a city in southeastern Wisconsin, west of Milwaukee; pop. 45,004 (est. 2008).










wave

 
/wāv/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move one's hand to and fro in greeting or as a signal




•
 
he waved to me from the train.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (one's hand or arm, or something held in one's hand) to and fro




•
 
he waved a sheaf of papers in the air.










3.
 
move to and fro with a swaying or undulating motion while remaining fixed to one point




•
 
the flag waved in the wind.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — convey (a greeting or other message) by moving one's hand or something held in it to and fro




•
 
we waved our farewells




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
she waved him goodbye.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — instruct (someone) to move in a particular direction by moving one's hand




•
 
he waved her back.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — style (hair) so that it curls slightly




•
 
her hair had been carefully waved for the evening.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of hair) grow with a slight curl


(as 
adj.

 
waving

 )


•
 
thick, waving gray hair sprouted back from his forehead.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a long body of water curling into an arched form and breaking on the shore.




2.
 
a ridge of water between two depressions in open water




•
 
gulls and cormorants bobbed on the waves.










3.
 
a shape seen as comparable to a breaking wave




•
 
a wave of treetops stretched to the horizon.










4.
 
(usu. 
the wave

 )
 — an effect resembling a moving wave produced by successive sections of the crowd in a stadium standing up, raising their arms, lowering them, and sitting down again.




5.
 
(
the waves

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 the sea.




6.
 
a sudden occurrence of or increase in a specified phenomenon, feeling, or emotion




•
 
a wave of strikes had effectively paralyzed the government




•
 
horror came over me in waves.










7.
 
a gesture or signal made by moving one's hand to and fro




•
 
he gave a little wave and walked off.










8.
 
a slightly curling lock of hair




•
 
his hair was drying in unruly waves.










9.
 
a tendency to curl in a person's hair




•
 
her hair has a slight natural wave.










10.
 


[Physics]

 a periodic disturbance of the particles of a substance that may be propagated without net movement of the particles, such as in the passage of undulating motion, heat, or sound.

See also standing wave
 and traveling wave
 .




11.
 
a single curve in the course of a wave.




12.
 
a variation of an electromagnetic field in the propagation of light or other radiation through a medium or vacuum.








III.
 
phrases





make waves





a.
 


‹informal›

 create a significant impression




•
 
he has already made waves as a sculptor.










b.
 
cause trouble




•
 
I don't want to risk her welfare by making waves.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wave something aside






dismiss something as unnecessary or irrelevant




•
 
he waved the objection aside and carried on.















2.
 
wave someone/something down






use one's hand to give a signal to stop to a driver or vehicle.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waveless

 
/ˈwāvləs /






adjective













2.
 
wavelike






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wafian

 (verb), from the Germanic base of waver
 ; the noun by alteration (influenced by the verb) of Middle English 
wawe

 ‘(sea) wave.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at waive
 .





waveband

 
/ˈwāvˌband/






noun




a range of wavelengths falling between two given limits, used in radio transmission.













wave equation






noun






[Mathematics]

 a differential equation expressing the properties of motion in waves.













wave farm

 
/ˈwāvfäːrm/






noun




an area of the sea where machinery is installed to harness the energy produced by waves in order to generate electricity.













waveform

 
/ˈwāvfôrm/






noun






[Physics]

 a curve showing the shape of a wave at a given time.













wavefront

 
/ˈwāvfrənt/






noun






[Physics]

 a surface containing points affected in the same way by a wave at a given time.













wave function






noun






[Physics]

 a function that satisfies a wave equation and describes the properties of a wave.













waveguide

 
/ˈwāvɡīd/






noun




a metal tube or other device confining and conveying microwaves.













wavelength

 
/ˈwāvˌleNG(k)TH/






noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
λ

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 the distance between successive crests of a wave, especially points in a sound wave or electromagnetic wave.




2.
 
a wavelength as a distinctive feature of radio waves from a transmitter.




3.
 
a person's ideas and way of thinking, especially as it affects their ability to communicate with others




•
 
when we met we hit it off immediately—we're 
on the same wavelength

 .



















wavelet

 
/ˈwāvlit/






noun




a small wave of water; a ripple.













wave mechanics

 
/wāv məˈkaniks/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


[Physics]

 a method of analysis of the behavior of atomic phenomena with particles represented by wave equations.













wave number






noun






[Physics]

 the number of waves in a unit distance.













wave packet






noun






[Physics]

 a group of superposed waves that together form a traveling localized disturbance, especially one described by Schrödinger's equation and regarded as representing a particle.













wave power






noun




power obtained by harnessing the energy produced by waves at sea.














waver

 
/ˈwāvər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shake with a quivering motion




•
 
the flame wavered in the draft.










2.
 
become unsteady or unreliable




•
 
his love for her had never wavered.










3.
 
be undecided between two opinions or courses of action; be irresolute




•
 
she never 
wavered from

 her intention.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waverer

 
/ˈwāv(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
waveringly






adverb













3.
 
wavery






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
vafra

 ‘flicker,’ of Germanic origin. Compare with wave
 . / 
usage:

 See usage at waive
 .





WAVES

 
/wāvz/





I.
 
plural noun




the women's section of the US Naval Reserve, established in 1942, or, since 1948, of the US Navy.











– origin

 acronym from 
Women Appointed

 (later 
Accepted

 ) 
for Volunteer Emergency Service

 .





wavetable

 
/ˈwāvˌtāb(ə)l/






noun






[Computing]

 a file or memory device containing data that represents a sound such as a piece of music.













wave theory






noun






[Physics]

 
‹historical›

 the theory that light is propagated through the ether by a wave motion imparted to the ether by the molecular vibrations of the radiant body.













wave train






noun




a group of waves of equal or similar wavelengths traveling in the same direction.













WAV file

 
/ˈwav ˌfīl /

 
wave file





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a format for storing uncompressed audio files.




•
 
save the recording as a WAV file on your hard drive.

















– origin

 1990s: shortened from 
waveform audio format

 .





wavicle

 
/ˈwāvək(ə)l/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 an entity having characteristic properties of both waves and particles.











– origin

 1920s: blend of wave
 and particle
 .






wavy

 
/ˈwāvē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a line or surface) having or consisting of a series of undulating and wavelike curves




•
 
she had long, wavy hair.










2.
 
[usu. 
postpositive

 ]
 — 

[Heraldry]

 divided or edged with a line formed of alternating shallow curves.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wavily

 
/ˈwāvəlē /






adverb













2.
 
waviness






noun





















wax1


 
/waks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sticky yellowish moldable substance secreted by honeybees as the material of honeycomb; beeswax.




2.
 
a white translucent material obtained by bleaching and purifying beeswax and used for such purposes as making candles, modeling, and as a basis of polishes.




3.
 
a viscous substance, typically a lipid or hydrocarbon.




4.
 
earwax.




5.
 


‹informal›

 used in reference to phonograph records




•
 
he didn't get 
on wax

 until 1959.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or treat (something) with wax or a similar substance, typically to polish or protect it




•
 
I washed and waxed the floor.










2.
 
remove unwanted hair from (a part of the body) by applying wax and then peeling off the wax and hairs together.




3.
 


‹informal›

 make a recording of




•
 
he waxed a series of tracks that emphasized his lead guitar work.














III.
 
derivatives





waxer

 
/ˈwaksər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wæx

 , 
weax

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
was

 and German 
Wachs

 . The verb dates from late Middle English.






wax2


 
/waks/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the moon between new and full) have a progressively larger part of its visible surface illuminated, increasing its apparent size.




2.
 


‹literary›

 become larger or stronger




•
 
his anger waxed.










3.
 
[with 
complement

 ]
 — begin to speak or write about something in the specified manner




•
 
they 
waxed lyrical

 about the old days.














II.
 
phrases





wax and wane






undergo alternate increases and decreases




•
 
companies whose fortunes wax and wane with the economic cycle.





















– origin

 Old English 
weaxan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wassen

 and German 
wachsen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
auxanein

 and Latin 
augere

 ‘to increase.’





wax3


 
/waks/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 a fit of anger




•
 
she is 
in a wax

 about the delay to the wedding.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps from phrases such as 
wax angry

 .





wax bean

 
//






noun




a dwarf bean of a variety with yellow, stringless pods.













waxberry

 
/ˈwaksˌberē/






noun




a shrub with berries that have a waxy coating, in particular a bayberry or wax myrtle.













waxbill

 
/ˈwaksbil/






noun




a small, finchlike Old World songbird, typically brightly colored and with a red bill that resembles sealing wax in color.

[Family 
Estrildidae

 (the 
waxbill family

 ): several genera, esp. 
Estrilda

 , and several species. The waxbill family also includes the avadavats, mannikins, cordon-bleu, Java sparrow, zebra finch, etc., many popular as cage birds.]













waxed paper

 
/wakst ˈpāpər /

 
wax paper






noun




paper that has been impregnated with wax to make it waterproof or greaseproof, used especially in cooking and the wrapping of foodstuffs.













waxen

 
/ˈwaksən/






adjective



1.
 
having a smooth, pale, translucent surface or appearance like that of wax




•
 
a canopy of waxen, creamy blooms.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 made of wax




•
 
a waxen effigy.



















wax light






noun






‹historical›

 a taper or candle made from wax.













wax moth






noun




a brownish moth that lays its eggs in beehives. The caterpillars cover the combs with silken tunnels and feed on beeswax.

[Genera 
Galleria

 and 
Achroea

 , family 
Pyralidae

 : several species, in particular 
G. mellonella

 .]













wax museum






noun




an exhibition of wax dummies, typically representing famous people and fictional characters




•
 
no wax museum is complete without its chamber of horrors.




















wax myrtle






noun




an evergreen bayberry, especially the common 
Myrica cerifera

 of the southern US. The wax covering its nutlets is used for making scented candles.














wax palm

 
/waks pä(l)m/






noun




either of two South American palm trees from which wax is obtained.

[● an Andean palm with a stem coated in a mixture of resin and wax (
Ceroxylon alpinum

 , family 
Palmae

 ). ● a carnauba.]













wax resist






noun




a process similar to batik used in pottery and printing.













wax tree

 
Japanese wax tree






noun




an eastern Asian tree with white berries that produce a wax that is used as a substitute for beeswax.

[
Rhus succedanea

 , family 
Anacardiaceae

 .]













waxwing

 
/ˈwakswiNG/






noun




a crested Eurasian and American songbird with mainly pinkish-brown plumage, having small tips like red sealing wax on some wing feathers.

[Genus 
Bombycilla

 , family 
Bombycillidae

 : three species.]













waxwork

 
/ˈwaksˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
a lifelike dummy modeled in wax.




2.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 ] (
waxworks

 )
 — an exhibition of wax dummies.













waxy

 
/ˈwaksē/





I.
 
adjective




resembling wax in consistency or appearance




•
 
waxy potatoes.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waxily

 
/ˈwaksəlē /






adverb













2.
 
waxiness






noun






















way

 
/wā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a method, style, or manner of doing something




•
 
worry was their way of showing how much they cared




•
 
there are two ways of approaching this problem.










2.
 
a person's characteristic or habitual manner of behavior or expression




•
 
it was not his way to wait passively for things to happen.










3.
 
(
ways

 )
 — the customary modes of behavior or practices of a group




•
 
foreigners who adopt French ways.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the typical manner in which something happens or in which someone or something behaves




•
 
he was showing off, as is the way with adolescent boys.










5.
 
a road, track, path, or street for traveling along


[in 
place names

 ]


•
 
No. 3, Church Way.










6.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a course of travel or route taken in order to reach a place




•
 
can you tell me the way to Duffy Square?










7.
 
a means of entry or exit from somewhere, such as a door or gate




•
 
we're going in the back way.










8.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] ( 
ways

 )
 — a distance traveled or to be traveled; the distance from one place to another




•
 
they still had a long way ahead of them




•
 


‹figurative›

 the area's wine industry still has some way to go to full maturity.










9.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a period between one point in time and another




•
 
September was a long way off.










10.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — travel or motion along a particular route; the route along which someone or something would travel if unobstructed




•
 
Christine tried to follow but Martin blocked her way.










11.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a specified direction




•
 
we just missed another car coming the other way.










12.
 
(often 
ways

 )
 — parts into which something divides or is divided




•
 
the national vote split three ways




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
a five-way bidding war.










13.
 
(
one's way

 )
 — used with a verb and adverbial phrase to intensify the force of an action or to denote movement or progress




•
 
I shouldered my way to the bar.










14.
 
forward or backward motion of a ship or boat through water




•
 
the dinghy lost way and drifted toward the shore.










15.
 
[in 
sing.

 with 
modifier

 or 
possessive

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a particular area or locality




•
 
I've got a sick cousin over Fayetteville way.










16.
 
a particular aspect of something; a respect




•
 
I have changed in every way.










17.
 
[in 
sing.

 with 
adj.

 ]
 — a specified condition or state




•
 
the family was in a poor way.










18.
 
(
ways

 )
 — a sloping structure down which a new ship is launched.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹informal›

 at or to a considerable distance or extent; far (used before an adverb or preposition for emphasis)




•
 
his understanding of what constitutes good writing is way off target




•
 
my grandchildren are way ahead of others their age.










2.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 much




•
 
I was cycling way too fast.










3.
 
[usu. as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 
(US)

 extremely; really (used for emphasis)




•
 
the guys behind the bar were way cool.







[shortening of away
 .]








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
across the way






nearby, especially on the opposite side of the street.









2.
 
all the way






see all
 .









3.
 
be on one's way





a.
 
have started one's journey.




b.
 
[in 
imperative

 ] (
(be) on your way

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 go away




•
 
on your way, and stop wasting my time!















4.
 
by a long way






by a great amount; by far.









5.
 
by the way





a.
 
incidentally (used to introduce a minor topic not connected with what was being spoken about previously)




•
 
by the way, pay in advance if you can.










b.
 
during the course of a journey




•
 
you will have a fine view of Moray Firth by the way.















6.
 
by way of





a.
 
so as to pass through or across; via




•
 
we approached the Berlin Wall by way of Checkpoint Charlie.










b.
 
constituting; as a form of




•
 
“I can't help it,” shouted Tom by way of apology.










c.
 
by means of




•
 
noncompliance with the regulations is punishable by way of a fine.















7.
 
come one's way






happen or become available to one




•
 
he did whatever jobs came his way.















8.
 
find a way






discover a means of obtaining one's object.









9.
 
get (or have) one's (own) way






get or do what one wants in spite of opposition.









10.
 
give way





a.
 
yield to someone or something




•
 
he was not a man to 
give way to

 this kind of pressure.










b.
 
(of a support or structure) be unable to carry a load or withstand a force; collapse or break.




c.
 
(
give way to

 )
 — allow oneself to be overcome by or to succumb to (an emotion or impulse)




•
 
she gave way to a burst of weeping.










d.
 
allow someone or something to be or go first




•
 


give way to

 traffic coming from the right.










e.
 
(
give way to

 )
 — be replaced or superseded by




•
 
Alan's discomfort gave way to anger.















11.
 
go all the (or go the whole) way





a.
 
continue a course of action to its conclusion.




b.
 


‹informal›

 have sexual intercourse with someone.









12.
 
go out of one's way






[usu. with 
infinitive

 ]
 — make a special effort to do something




•
 
Mrs. Mott went out of her way to be courteous to Sara.















13.
 
go one's own way






act independently or as one wishes, especially against contrary advice.









14.
 
go one's way





a.
 
(of events, circumstances, etc.) be favorable to one




•
 
I was just hoping things went my way.










b.
 
leave




•
 
each went his way singing hallelujahs.















15.
 
go someone's way






travel in the same direction as someone




•
 
wait for Owen, he's going your way.















16.
 
have it your (own) way






[in 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 used to indicate angrily that although one disagrees with something someone has said or proposed, one is not going to argue further




•
 
have it your way–we'll go to Princetown.















17.
 
have it both ways






see both
 .









18.
 
have a way with






have a particular talent for dealing with or ability in




•
 
she's got a way with animals.















19.
 
have one's way with








‹humorous›

 have sexual intercourse with (someone) (typically implying that it is against their wishes or better judgment).









20.
 
in more ways than one






used to indicate that a statement has more than one meaning




•
 
Shelley let her hair down in more ways than one.















21.
 
in a way (or in some ways or in one way)






to a certain extent, but not altogether or completely (used to reduce the effect of a statement)




•
 
in some ways television is more challenging than theater.















22.
 
in the family way






see family
 .









23.
 
in the (or one's) way






forming an obstacle or hindrance to movement or action




•
 
his head was in the way of my view.















24.
 
in the way of






constituting; as a form of




•
 
the script has nothing special in the way of dialogue or characterization.















25.
 
in someone/something's (own) way






if regarded from a particular standpoint appropriate to that person or thing




•
 
it's a good enough book in its way.















26.
 
in no way






not at all




•
 
quasars in no way resemble normal galaxies.















27.
 
keep (or stay) out of someone's way






avoid someone.









28.
 
know one's way around






see know
 . be familiar with (an area, procedure, or subject).









29.
 
lead the way





a.
 
go first along a route to show someone the way.




b.
 
be a pioneer in a particular activity.









30.
 
no two ways about it






see no
 .









31.
 
one way and another (or one way or another, one way or the other)





a.
 
taking most aspects or considerations into account




•
 
it's been quite a day one way and another.










b.
 
used to indicate that something is the case for any of various unspecified reasons




•
 
one way or another she brought it on herself.










c.
 
by some means




•
 
he wants to get rid of me one way or another.










d.
 
whichever of two given alternatives is the case




•
 
the question is not yet decided, one way or the other.















32.
 
on the (or one's) way






in the course of a journey




•
 
I'll tell you on the way home.















33.
 
on the (or its) way





a.
 
about to arrive or happen




•
 
there's more snow on the way.










b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a child) conceived but not yet born.









34.
 
on the (or one's) way out





a.
 
in the process of leaving.




b.
 


‹informal›

 going out of fashion or favor.









35.
 
the other way around





a.
 
in the opposite position or direction.




b.
 
the opposite of what is expected or supposed




•
 
it was you who sought me out, not the other way around.















36.
 
out of one's way






not on one's intended route.









37.
 
put someone in the way of








‹dated›

 give someone the opportunity of.









38.
 
that way








‹dated›

 used euphemistically to indicate that someone is homosexual




•
 
he was a bit that way.















39.
 
to someone's (or one's) way of thinking






in someone's (or one's) opinion.









40.
 
way back

 
way back when








‹informal›

 long ago.









41.
 
the way of the Cross





a.
 
the journey of Jesus to the place of his crucifixion.




b.
 
a set of images representing the Stations of the Cross.




c.
 
the suffering and self-sacrifice of a Christian.









42.
 
way of life






the typical pattern of behavior of a person or group




•
 
the rural way of life.















43.
 
the way of the world






the manner in which people typically behave or things typically happen (used to express one's resignation to it)




•
 
all those millions are not going to create many jobs, but that's the way of the world.















44.
 
ways and means






the methods and resources at someone's disposal for achieving something




•
 
the company is seeking ways and means of safeguarding jobs.















45.
 
way to go








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to express pleasure, approval, or excitement.















– origin

 Old English 
weg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
weg

 and German 
Weg

 , from a base meaning ‘move, carry.’





-way






suffix




equivalent to -ways
 .













wayang

 
/ˈwäyäNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in Indonesia and Malaysia) a theatrical performance employing puppets or human dancers.




2.
 
(also 
wayang kulit

 )
 — a Javanese and Balinese shadow puppet play.











– origin

 Javanese.





waybill

 
/ˈwābil/






noun




a list of passengers or goods being carried on a vehicle.













wayfarer

 
/ˈwāˌferər/






noun






‹literary›

 a person who travels on foot.













wayfaring

 
/ˈwāˌferiNG/





I.
 
adjective




(of a person) traveling on foot




•
 
a wayfaring stranger.














II.
 
noun




the action of traveling by foot.













wayfaring tree

 
/ˈwāferiNG ˌtrē/






noun




a white-flowered Eurasian shrub that has berries at different stages of ripening (green, red, and black) occurring together, growing chiefly on calcareous soils.

[
Viburnum lantana

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 .]













waylay

 
/ˈwāˌlā/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
stop or interrupt (someone) and detain them in conversation or trouble them in some other way




•
 
he waylaid me on the stairs.














II.
 
derivatives





waylayer






noun





















Wayne

 
/wān/





I.
 
an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, southwest of Detroit; pop. 17,186 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a residential and commercial township in northeastern New Jersey, northwest of Paterson; pop. 53,918 (est. 2008).









Wayne, Anthony






(1745–96), American soldier; known as 
Mad Anthony

 . A general noted for his courage and military brilliance, he is credited with saving West Point from British occupation following Benedict Arnold's betrayal. He retired in 1783, but returned to active duty in the 1790s, defeating the Indians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers in Ohio in 1794.









Wayne, James Moore






(c.1790–1867), US Supreme Court associate justice 1835–67. Before being appointed to the Court by President Jackson, he served in the US House of Representatives 1829–35 as a member from Georgia. On the Court, he worked to achieve a compromise between slavery and preservation of the Union.









Wayne, John






(1907–79), US actor; born 
Marion Michael Morrison

 ; known as 
the Duke

 . Associated with movie director John Ford from 1930, Wayne became a Hollywood star with 
Stagecoach

 (1939) and appeared in classic westerns such as 
Red River

 (1948), 
The Searchers

 (1956), and 
True Grit

 (1969).









Wayne County






a county in southeastern Michigan that includes the city of Detroit; pop. 1,949,929 (est. 2008).









way-out

 
/ˈˌwā ˈout/






adjective






‹informal›

 regarded as extremely unconventional, unusual, or avant-garde.













waypoint

 
/ˈwāˌpoint/






noun



1.
 
a stopping place on a journey.




2.
 
an endpoint of the leg of a course, especially one whose coordinates have been generated by a computer.














-ways






suffix




forming adjectives and adverbs of direction or manner




•
 
edgeways




•
 
lengthways.







Compare with -wise
 .













wayside

 
/ˈwāˌsīd/





I.
 
noun




the edge of a road.








II.
 
phrases





fall by the wayside






fail to persist in an endeavor or undertaking




•
 
many readers will fall by the wayside as the terminology becomes more complicated.







[with biblical allusion to Luke 8:5.]

















way station

 
/ˈwā ˌstāSHən/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a stopping point on a journey.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a minor station on a railroad.













wayward

 
/ˈwāwərd/





I.
 
adjective




difficult to control or predict because of unusual or perverse behavior




•
 
her wayward, difficult sister




•
 


‹figurative›

 his wayward emotions.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
waywardly

 
/ˈwāwərdlē /






adverb













2.
 
waywardness

 
/ˈwāwərdnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: shortening of obsolete 
awayward

 ‘turned away’; compare with froward
 .





wayworn

 
/ˈwāwôrn/






adjective






‹archaic›

 weary with traveling.













wazir

 
/wəˈzir/






noun




another term for vizier
 .













wazoo

 
/wäˈzo͞o/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the anus.








II.
 
phrases





up (or out) the wazoo








(US)

 
‹informal›

 very much; in great quantity; to a great degree




•
 
he's insured out the wazoo




•
 
Jack and I have got work up the wazoo already.























Wb






abbreviation




weber(s).













WBA






abbreviation




World Boxing Association.













WBC






abbreviation




World Boxing Council.













W boson

 
/ˌdəbəlˌyo͞o ˈbōˌsän/






noun




another term for W particle
 .













WC






abbreviation



1.
 


(Brit.)

 water closet.




2.
 
(of a region) west central.













WCC






abbreviation




World Council of Churches.













WDYT






abbreviation






‹informal›

 what do you think? (used in electronic communication)




•
 
WDYT, guys?




•
 
WDYT of the names Ava and Ezra for a twin boy and girl?




















we

 
/wē/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
first person plural

 ]


1.
 
used by a speaker to refer to himself or herself and one or more other people considered together




•
 
shall we have a drink?










2.
 
used to refer to the speaker together with other people regarded in the same category




•
 
nobody knows kids better than we teachers do.










3.
 
people in general




•
 
we should eat as varied and well-balanced a diet as possible.










4.
 
used in formal contexts for or by a royal person, or by a writer or editor, to refer to himself or herself




•
 
in this section we discuss the reasons.










5.
 
used condescendingly to refer to the person being addressed




•
 
how are we today?

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wij

 and German 
wir

 .






weak

 
/wēk/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
lacking the power to perform physically demanding tasks; lacking physical strength and energy




•
 
she was recovering from the flu and was very weak.










2.
 
lacking political or social power or influence




•
 
the central government had grown too weak to impose order




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the weak

 )
 
the new king used his powers to protect the weak.










3.
 
(of a crew, team, or army) containing too few members or members of insufficient quality.




4.
 
(of a faculty or part of the body) not able to fulfill its functions properly




•
 
he had a weak stomach.










5.
 
of a low standard; performing or performed badly




•
 
the choruses on this recording are weak.










6.
 
not convincing or logically forceful




•
 
the argument is an extremely weak one




•
 
a weak plot.










7.
 
exerting only a small force




•
 
a weak magnetic field.










8.
 
liable to break or give way under pressure; easily damaged




•
 
the salamander's tail may be broken off at a weak spot near the base.










9.
 
lacking the force of character to hold to one's own decisions, beliefs, or principles; irresolute.




10.
 
(of a belief, emotion, or attitude) not held or felt with such conviction or intensity as to prevent its being abandoned or dispelled




•
 
their commitment to the project is weak.










11.
 
not in a secure financial position




•
 
people have no faith in weak banks.










12.
 
(of prices or a market) having a downward tendency.




13.
 
lacking intensity or brightness




•
 
a weak light from a single street lamp.










14.
 
(of a liquid or solution) heavily diluted




•
 
a cup of weak coffee.










15.
 
(of an acid) only slightly ionized.




16.
 
displaying or characterized by a lack of enthusiasm or energy




•
 
she managed a weak, nervous smile.










17.
 
(of features) not striking or strongly marked




•
 
his beard covered a weak chin.










18.
 
(of a syllable) unstressed.




19.
 


[Grammar]

 denoting a class of verbs in Germanic languages that form the past tense and past participle by addition of a suffix (in English, typically 
-ed

 ); contrasted with strong
 .




20.
 


[Physics]

 of, relating to, or denoting the weakest of the known kinds of force between particles, which acts only at distances less than about 10−15
 cm, is very much weaker than the electromagnetic and the strong interactions, and conserves neither strangeness, parity, nor isospin.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
the weaker sex






[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — 

‹dated›

 
‹derogatory›

 women regarded collectively.









2.
 
weak in the knees






helpless with emotion.









3.
 
the weak link






the point at which a system, sequence, or organization is most vulnerable; the least dependable element or member.












III.
 
derivatives





weakish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wāc

 ‘pliant,’ ‘of little worth,’ ‘not steadfast,’ reinforced in Middle English by Old Norse 
veikr

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘yield, give way.’





weaken

 
/ˈwēkən/





I.
 
verb




make or become weaker in power, resolve, or physical strength


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
fault lines had weakened and shattered the rocks




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his resistance had weakened.














II.
 
derivatives





weakener






noun





















weak ending






noun






[Prosody]

 an unstressed syllable in a place at the end of a line of verse that normally receives a stress.













weakfish

 
/ˈwēkˌfiSH/





I.
 
noun




a large, slender-bodied marine fish living along the east coast of North America, popular as a food fish and for sport.

Also called sea trout
 . [
Cynoscion regalis

 , family 
Sciaenidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from obsolete Dutch 
weekvisch

 , from 
week

 ‘soft’ + 
visch

 ‘fish.’





weak interaction






noun






[Physics]

 interaction at short distances between subatomic particles mediated by the weak force.













weak-kneed

 
/ˌwēkˈnēd/






adjective



1.
 
weak and shaky as a result of fear or excitement.




2.
 
lacking in resolve or courage; cowardly.













weakling

 
/ˈwēkliNG/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that is physically weak and frail.




2.
 
an ineffectual or cowardly person.













weakly

 
/ˈwēklē/





I.
 
adverb




in a way that lacks strength or force




•
 
she leaned weakly against the wall.














II.
 
adjective




sickly; not robust.








III.
 
derivatives





weakliness






noun





















weak-minded

 
/ˌwēkˈmīndəd/





I.
 
adjective




lacking determination, emotional strength, or intellectual capacity.








II.
 
derivatives





weak-mindedness

 
/ˌwēkˈmīndədnəs /






noun





















weakness

 
/ˈwēknəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of lacking strength




•
 
the country's weakness in international dealings.










2.
 
a quality or feature regarded as a disadvantage or fault




•
 
you must recognize your product's strengths and weaknesses.










3.
 
a person or thing that one is unable to resist or likes excessively




•
 
you're his one weakness—he should never have met you.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ] (
weakness for

 )
 — a self-indulgent liking for




•
 
he had a great weakness for Scotch whisky.




















weak sauce

 
/ˈwēkˌsôs /

 

‹US informal›






I.
 
noun




something that is of a poor or disappointing standard or quality




•
 
the rest of your argument is weak sauce




•
 
their handling of those bunts was some weak sauce.














II.
 
adjective




of a poor or disappointing standard or quality




•
 
the weak-sauce pitching staff




•
 
don't buy this weak-sauce car even with the price cut.

















– origin

 1980s: humorous alteration of weak
 .





weak side






noun






[Sports]

 (on teams with an odd number of players) the half of an offensive or defensive alignment that has one player fewer.













weak sister






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a weak, ineffectual, or unreliable member of a group.













weak-willed

 
/ˌwēkˈwild/






adjective




lacking the ability to resist influence or to restrain one's own impulses; irresolute




•
 
he is weak-willed and indecisive.



















weal1


 
/wēl /

 


‹chiefly Medicine›

 wheal





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a red, swollen mark left on flesh by a blow or pressure.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 an area of the skin that is temporarily raised, typically reddened, and usually accompanied by itching.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: variant of wale
 , influenced by obsolete 
wheal

 ‘suppurate.’






weal2


 
/wēl/





I.
 
noun






‹formal›

 that which is best for someone or something




•
 
I am holding this trial behind closed doors in the public weal.

















– origin

 Old English 
wela

 ‘wealth, well-being’; related to well
 1
 .






Weald

 
/wēld/





I.
 
a formerly wooded district of southeastern England that included parts of Kent, Surrey, and East Sussex.







– origin

 Old English, variant of 
wald

 (see wold
 ).






wealth

 
/welTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an abundance of valuable possessions or money




•
 
he used his wealth to bribe officials.










2.
 
the state of being rich; material prosperity




•
 
some people buy boats and cars to display their wealth.










3.
 
plentiful supplies of a particular resource




•
 
the country's mineral wealth.










4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a plentiful supply of a particular desirable thing




•
 
the tables and maps contain 
a wealth of

 information.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 well-being; prosperity.











– origin

 Middle English 
welthe

 , from well
 1
 or weal
 2
 , on the pattern of 
health

 .





wealthy

 
/ˈwelTHē/





I.
 
adjective




having a great deal of money, resources, or assets; rich




•
 
the wealthy nations of the world




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the wealthy

 )
 
the burden of taxation on the wealthy.














II.
 
derivatives





wealthily

 
/ˈwelTHəlē /






adverb





















wean1


 
/wēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
accustom (an infant or other young mammal) to food other than its mother's milk.




2.
 
accustom (someone) to managing without something on which they have become dependent or of which they have become excessively fond




•
 
the doctor tried to 
wean

 her 
off

 the sleeping pills.










3.
 
(
be weaned on

 )
 — be strongly influenced by (something), especially from an early age




•
 
I was weaned on a regular diet of Hollywood fantasy.

















– origin

 Old English 
wenian

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wennen

 and German 
entwöhnen

 .





wean2


 
/wēn/





I.
 
noun






(Scottish)

 
(N. English)

 a young child.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: contraction of 
wee ane

 ‘little one.’





weanling

 
/ˈwēnliNG/






noun




a newly weaned animal.













weapon

 
/ˈwepən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing designed or used for inflicting bodily harm or physical damage




•
 
nuclear weapons.










2.
 
a means of gaining an advantage or defending oneself in a conflict or contest




•
 
resignation threats had long been a weapon in his armory.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weaponed






adjective













2.
 
weaponless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wǣp(e)n

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wapen

 and German 
Waffe

 .





weaponize





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert to use as a weapon




•
 
a list of pathogens that terrorists might weaponize.










2.
 
supply or equip with weapons




•
 
an active program to weaponize smallpox.














II.
 
derivatives





weaponization






noun





















weapon of mass destruction






noun




a chemical, biological or radioactive weapon capable of causing widespread death and destruction.













weaponry

 
/ˈwepənrē/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
weapons regarded collectively.














wear1


 
/wer/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — have on one's body or a part of one's body as clothing, decoration, protection, or for some other purpose




•
 
he was wearing a dark suit




•
 
both ladies wore a bunch of violets.










2.
 
habitually have on one's body or be dressed in




•
 
although she was a widow, she didn't wear black.










3.
 
exhibit or present (a particular facial expression or appearance)




•
 
they wear a frozen smile on their faces.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
adverbial

 ]
 — have (one's hair or beard) at a specified length or arranged in a specified style




•
 
the students wore their hair long.










5.
 
(of a ship) fly (a flag).




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
complement

 ]
 — damage, erode, or destroy by friction or use




•
 
the track has been worn down in part to bare rock.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 or 
complement

 ]
 — undergo damage, erosion, or destruction by friction or use




•
 
mountains are wearing down with each passing second.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — form (a hole, path, etc.) by constant friction or use




•
 
the water was forced up through holes it had worn.










9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
wear on

 )
 — cause weariness or fatigue to




•
 
some losses can wear on you.










10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — withstand continued use or life in a specified way




•
 
a carpet-type finish seems to 
wear well

 .










11.
 
[with 
obj.

 , usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 tolerate; accept




•
 
the environmental health people wouldn't wear it.










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
wear on

 )
 — (of a period of time) pass, especially slowly or tediously




•
 
as the afternoon wore on, he began to look unhappy.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 pass (a period of time) in some activity




•
 
spinning long stories, wearing half the day.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the wearing of something or the state of being worn as clothing




•
 
some new tops for wear in the evening.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — clothing suitable for a particular purpose or of a particular type




•
 
evening wear.










3.
 
damage or deterioration sustained from continuous use




•
 
you need to make a deduction for 
wear and tear

 on all your belongings.










4.
 
the capacity for withstanding continuous use without damage




•
 
old things were relegated to the bedrooms because there was plenty of wear left in them.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
wear one's heart on one's sleeve






see heart
 .









2.
 
wear thin






be gradually used up or become less convincing or acceptable




•
 
his patience was wearing thin




•
 
the joke had started to wear thin.















3.
 
wear the pants






see pants
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wear someone/something down






overcome or exhaust someone or something by persistence.









2.
 
wear off






lose effectiveness or intensity.









3.
 
wear something out (or wear out)





a.
 
use or be used until no longer in good condition or working order




•
 
wearing out the stair carpet




•
 
the type was used again and again until it wore out.










b.
 
(
wear someone/something out

 )
 — exhaust or tire someone or something




•
 
an hour of this wandering wore out Lampard's patience.


















V.
 
derivatives





wearer

 
/ˈwerər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
werian

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
vestis

 ‘clothing.’






wear2


 
/wer/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Sailing]

 bring (a ship) about by turning its head away from the wind




•
 
Shannon gives the order to 
wear ship

 .

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: of unknown origin.





wearable

 
/ˈwerəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(especially of clothing) easy to wear; suitable for wearing




•
 
the simple tailoring make this a stylish and infinitely wearable collection




•
 
wearable pieces of jewelry.










2.
 
denoting or relating to a computer or other electronic device that is small or light enough to be worn or carried on one's body




•
 
a wearable computer could monitor your heart rate and other bodily functions.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
wearables

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an item that can be worn




•
 
one of the industry's leading manufacturers of fashion-forward wearables




•
 
the latest wearables are more durable and more mobile than laptop computers.














III.
 
derivatives





wearability

 
/ˌwe(ə)rəˈbilitē /






noun





















weariness

 
/ˈwirēnəs/






noun



1.
 
extreme tiredness; fatigue




•
 
he began to feel weariness.










2.
 
reluctance to see or experience any more of something




•
 
hardship at home produced war-weariness.



















wearing

 
/weriNG/





I.
 
adjective




mentally or physically tiring.








II.
 
derivatives





wearingly






adverb





















wearisome

 
/ˈwirēsəm/





I.
 
adjective




causing one to feel tired or bored.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wearisomely

 
/ˈwirēsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
wearisomeness

 
/ˈwirēsəmnəs /






noun






















weary

 
/ˈwirē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing tiredness, especially as a result of excessive exertion or lack of sleep




•
 
he gave a long, weary sigh.










2.
 
reluctant to see or experience any more of; tired of




•
 
she was 
weary of

 their constant arguments




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
war-weary Americans.










3.
 
calling for a great amount of energy or endurance; tiring and tedious




•
 
the weary journey began again.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause to become tired




•
 
she was wearied by her persistent cough.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
weary of

 )
 — grow tired of or bored with




•
 
she wearied of the sameness of her life.














III.
 
phrases





no rest (or peace) for the weary








‹humorous›

 one's heavy workload or lack of tranquility is due to one's own choices, or to one's sinful life.

[with biblical allusion to Isa. 48:22, 57:21.]












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weariless






adjective













2.
 
wearily

 
/ˈwirilē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
wērig

 , 
wǣrig

 .





wearying

 
/ˈwirēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing tiredness; tiring




•
 
a long, wearying journey.














II.
 
derivatives





wearyingly






adverb





















weasel

 
/ˈwēzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small, slender, carnivorous mammal related to, but generally smaller than, the stoat.

[Genus 
Mustela

 , family 
Mustelidae

 (the 
weasel family

 ): several species, in particular 
M. nivalis

 of northern Eurasia and northern North America. The weasel family also includes the polecats, minks, martens, skunks, wolverine, otters, and badgers.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 a deceitful or treacherous person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
achieve something by use of cunning or deceit




•
 
she suspects me of trying to 
weasel my way into

 his affections.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 behave or talk evasively.








III.
 
derivatives





weaselly

 
/ˈwēz(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wesle

 , 
wesule

 ; related to Dutch 
wezel

 and German 
Wiesel

 .





weasel-faced

 
/ˈwēzəlˌfāst/






adjective




(of a person) having a face with unattractively thin, sharp, or pointed features.













weasel words






plural noun




words or statements that are intentionally ambiguous or misleading.














weather

 
/ˈweT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the state of the atmosphere at a place and time as regards heat, dryness, sunshine, wind, rain, etc.




•
 
if the weather's good, we can go for a walk.










2.
 
cold, wet, and unpleasant or unpredictable atmospheric conditions; the elements




•
 
stone walls provide shelter from wind and weather.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting the side from which the wind is blowing, especially on board a ship; windward




•
 
the weather side of the yacht.







Contrasted with lee
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
wear away or change the appearance or texture of (something) by long exposure to the air




•
 
his skin was weathered almost black by his long outdoor life.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of rock or other material) be worn away or altered by long exposure to the air




•
 
the ice sheet preserves specimens that would 
weather away

 more quickly in other regions.










3.
 
(usu. as 
noun

 
weathering

 )
 — 

[Falconry]

 allow (a hawk) to spend a period perched on a block in the open air.




4.
 
come safely through (a storm).




5.
 
withstand (a difficulty or danger)




•
 
this year has tested industry's ability to weather recession.










6.
 


[Sailing]

 (of a ship) get to the windward of (a cape or other obstacle).




7.
 
make (boards or tiles) overlap downward to keep out rain.




8.
 
(in building) slope or bevel (a surface) to throw off rain.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
keep a weather eye on






observe very carefully, especially for changes or developments.









2.
 
make heavy weather of








‹informal›

 have unnecessary difficulty in dealing with (a task or problem).

[from the nautical phrase 
make good

 or 
bad weather of it

 , referring to a ship in a storm.]









3.
 
under the weather








‹informal›

 slightly unwell or in low spirits.















– origin

 Old English 
weder

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
weer

 and German 
Wetter

 , probably also to the noun wind
 1
 .





weather balloon

 
/ˈweT͟Hər bəˈlo͞on/






noun




a balloon equipped with meteorological apparatus that is sent into the atmosphere to provide information about the weather.













weather-beaten

 
/ˈweT͟Hər ˈbētn/






adjective



1.
 
damaged or worn by exposure to the weather




•
 
a tiny weather-beaten church.










2.
 
(of a person or a person's face) having skin that is lined and tanned or reddened through prolonged time spent outdoors.













weatherboard

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌbôrd/





I.
 
noun




each of a series of horizontal boards nailed to outside walls with edges overlapping to keep out the rain; clapboard.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fit or supply with weatherboards.













weatherboarding

 
/ˈweT͟HərˌbôrdiNG/






noun




weatherboards collectively.













weather bomb





I.
 
noun






[Meteorology]

 a rapidly developing severe storm, technically defined as one in which barometric pressure at the center of the storm drops by at least 24 millibars over a 24-hour period at or north of 60° latitude




•
 
many houses could face water damage if more weather bombs arrive.

















– origin

 1940s: popular term for an instance of explosive cyclogenesis
 .





weathercock

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌkäk/





I.
 
noun




a weathervane in the form of a rooster.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a boat or aircraft) tend to turn its head into the wind; gripe.













weathered

 
/ˈweT͟Hərd/






adjective




worn by long exposure to the air; weather-beaten




•
 
weathered rock.



















weather helm






noun






[Nautical]

 a tendency in a sailing ship to head into the wind if the tiller is released.













weatherize

 
/ˈweT͟Həˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 make (a house or other building) resistant to cold weather by adding insulation, storm windows, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





weatherization






noun





















weatherly

 
/ˈweT͟Hərlē/





I.
 
adjective






[Sailing]

 (of a boat) able to sail close to the wind without drifting much to leeward.








II.
 
derivatives





weatherliness






noun





















weatherman

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌman/






noun




a man who broadcasts a description and forecast of weather conditions.













weather map






noun




a map showing the state of the weather over a large area.













weatherproof

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌpro͞of/





I.
 
adjective




resistant to the effects of bad weather, especially rain




•
 
the building is structurally sound and weatherproof.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make (something) resistant to the effects of bad weather, especially rain.













weather station






noun




an observation post where weather conditions and meteorological data are observed and recorded.













weatherstrip

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌstrip /

 

‹N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun




a strip of rubber, metal, or other material used to seal the edges of a door or window against the cold.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
apply a weatherstrip to (a door or window).








III.
 
derivatives





weatherstripping

 
/ˈweT͟HərˌstripiNG /






noun





















weathertight

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌtīt/






adjective




(of a building) sealed against rain and wind.














weathervane

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌvān/






noun




a revolving pointer to show the direction of the wind, typically mounted on top of a building.













weatherworn

 
/ˈweT͟Hərˌwôrn/






adjective




eroded or altered by being exposed to the weather




•
 
a weatherworn gravestone.




















weave1


 
/wēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
form (fabric or a fabric item) by interlacing long threads passing in one direction with others at a right angle to them




•
 
linen was woven in the district.










2.
 
form (thread) into fabric by interlacing




•
 
some thick mohairs can be difficult to weave.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
weaving

 )
 — make fabric by interlacing threads on a loom




•
 
cotton spinning and weaving was done in mills.










4.
 
make (a complex story or pattern) from a number of interconnected elements




•
 
he weaves colorful, cinematic plots.










5.
 
(
weave something into

 )
 — include an element in (such a story or pattern)




•
 
flashbacks are woven into the narrative.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
adj.

 ]
 — a particular style or manner in which something is woven




•
 
scarlet cloth of a very fine weave.










2.
 
a hairstyle created by weaving pieces of real or artificial hair into a person's existing hair, typically in order to increase its length or thickness




•
 
trailers show him with dyed blond hair and, in one scene, a flowing blond weave.

















– origin

 Old English 
wefan

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
huphē

 ‘web’ and Sanskrit 
ūrṇavābhi

 ‘spider,’ literally ‘wool-weaver.’ The current noun sense dates from the late 19th cent.





weave2


 
/wēv/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
twist and turn from side to side while moving somewhere in order to avoid obstructions




•
 
he had to 
weave his way

 through the crowds.










2.
 
take evasive action in an aircraft, typically by moving it from side to side.




3.
 
(of a horse) repeatedly swing the head and forepart of the body from side to side (considered to be a vice).











– origin

 late 16th cent.: probably from Old Norse 
veifa

 ‘to wave, brandish.’





weaver

 
/ˈwēvər/






noun



1.
 
a person who weaves fabric.




2.
 
(also 
weaverbird

 )
 — a finchlike songbird of tropical Africa and Asia, related to the sparrows and building elaborately woven nests.

[Family 
Ploceidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Ploceus

 , and numerous species.]













weaver's knot

 
weaver's hitch






noun




a sheet bend used for joining threads in weaving.














web

 
/web/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a network of fine threads constructed by a spider from fluid secreted by its spinnerets, used to catch its prey.




2.
 
a filmy network spun by some insect larvae, especially communal caterpillars.




3.
 
a complex system of interconnected elements, especially one perceived as a trap or danger




•
 
he found himself caught up in 
a web of

 bureaucracy.










4.
 
(
the Web

 )
 — short for World Wide Web
 .




5.
 
a membrane between the toes of a swimming bird or other aquatic animal.




6.
 
a thin flat part connecting thicker or more solid parts in machinery.




7.
 
a roll of paper used in a continuous printing process.




8.
 
the endless wire mesh in a papermaking machine.




9.
 
a piece of woven fabric.








II.
 
verb




[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover with or as though with a web




•
 
she noticed his tanned skin, webbed with fine creases.














III.
 
derivatives





weblike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
web(b)

 ‘woven fabric,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
web

 , also to weave
 1
 . Early use of the verb was in the sense ‘weave (fabric) on a loom.’






Web 2.0

 
/web to͞o point ˈō/






noun




the second stage of development of the World Wide Web, characterized especially by the change from static web pages to dynamic or user-generated content and the growth of social media.













webbed

 
/webd/






adjective



1.
 
(of the feet of a swimming bird or other aquatic animal) having the toes connected by a membrane.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 (of fingers or toes) abnormally united for all or part of their length by a fold of skin.




3.
 
(of a band or strip of tough material) made from webbing or similar fabric




•
 
a heavy webbed strap.



















webbing

 
/ˈwebiNG/






noun



1.
 
strong, closely woven fabric used for straps, belts, etc., and for supporting the seats of upholstered chairs.




2.
 
the part of a baseball glove between the thumb and forefinger.













webcam

 
/ˈwebˌkam/





I.
 
noun




a video camera that inputs to a computer connected to the Internet, so that its images can be viewed by Internet users.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
web

 in the sense ‘World Wide Web’ and 
cam(era)

 .






webcast

 
/ˈwebˌkast /

 
Webcast





I.
 
noun




a video broadcast of an event transmitted across the Internet




•
 
a live Webcast of the Victoria's Secret annual fashion show.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
broadcast (an event) on the Internet




•
 
services from St John's are webcast once a week




•
 (as 
noun

 
webcasting

 )
 
webcasting will make a big difference in promoting public understanding of our work.














III.
 
derivatives





webcaster






noun



















– origin

 1990s: from web
 , in the sense ‘World Wide Web,’ and broadcast
 .





webcomic

 
/ˈwebkämik/






noun




a series of comic strips published online




•
 
a highly amusing webcomic.



















web-enable






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make accessible via or compatible with the World Wide Web




•
 
a project to web-enable legacy accounting systems




•
 
web-enable your small business.



















weber

 
/ˈwebər /

 
Wb





I.
 
noun




the SI unit of magnetic flux, causing the electromotive force of one volt in a circuit of one turn when generated or removed in one second.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after German physicist Wilhelm Eduard 
Weber

 (1804–91).





Weber, Carl Maria von

 
/ˈvābər/






(1786–1826), German composer; full name 
Carl Maria Friedrich Ernst von Weber

 . He is regarded as the founder of the German romantic school of opera. Notable works: 
Der Freischütz

 (1817–21) and 
Euryanthe

 (1822–23).









Weber, Max






(1864–1920), German economist and sociologist; regarded as one of the founders of modern sociology. In 
The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism

 (1904–05), he argued that there is a direct relationship between the Protestant work ethic and the rise of capitalism.









Weber, Wilhelm Eduard






(1804–91), German physicist. He proposed a unified system for electrical units and determined the ratio between the units of electrostatic and electromagnetic charge.









Webern, Anton von

 
/ˈvābərn/






(1883–1945), Austrian composer; full name 
Anton Friedrich Ernst von Webern

 . A leading exponent of serialism, his music is marked by its brevity. The atonal 
Five Pieces for Orchestra

 (1911–13) lasts under a minute.









web-footed

 
/ˌwebˈfo͝odəd/






adjective




(of a swimming bird or other aquatic animal) having webbed feet.













web hosting






noun




the activity or business of providing storage space and access for websites.













webinar

 
/ˈwebinär/





I.
 
noun




a seminar conducted over the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: blend of web
 and seminar
 .





webisode

 
/ˈwebiˌsōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an original episode derived from a television series, made for online viewing.




2.
 
an online video that presents an original short film or promotes a product, movie, or television series.











– origin

 1990s: blend of 
Web

 and 
episode

 .





weblink

 
/ˈwebliNGk/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 another term for hyperlink
 .




2.
 


[Computing]

 a printed address of a website in a book, newspaper, etc.














weblog

 
/ˈwebˌlôɡ ˈwebˌläɡ/





I.
 
noun




another term for blog
 .








II.
 
derivatives





weblogger






noun



















– origin

 1990s: from 
web

 in the sense ‘World Wide Web’ and 
log

 in the sense ‘regular record of incidents.’





webmail

 
/ˈwebmāl/






noun




email that is available for use online and stored in the Internet server mailbox, and that is not downloaded to an email program or used offline.













webmaster

 
/ˈwebˌmastər/






noun




the person who maintains a particular website.













web offset

 
/web ˈôfˌset ˈäfˌset/






noun




offset printing on continuous paper fed from a reel.













web page

 
/web pāj/






noun




a hypertext document connected to the World Wide Web.













website

 
/ˈwebsīt /

 
Web site






noun






[Computing]

 a location connected to the Internet that maintains one or more pages on the World Wide Web.













web-spinner

 
/ˈwebˌspinər/






noun




a slender mainly tropical insect with a soft brownish body, living under stones or logs in a tunnel of silk produced by glands on the front legs.

[Order 
Embioptera

 : several families.]













Webster, Daniel

 
/ˈwebstər/






(1782–1852), US statesman and lawyer. A noted orator, he represented New Hampshire 1813–17 and then Massachusetts 1823–27 in the US House of Representatives, as well as Massachusetts in the US Senate 1827–41 and 1845–50. As secretary of state 1841–43 under President W. H. Harrison, he negotiated the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, which settled boundary disputes with Canada.









Webster, John






(
c.

 1580–
c.

 1625), English playwright. Notable works: 
The White Devil

 (1612) and 
The Duchess of Malfi

 (1623), both revenge tragedies.









Webster, Noah






(1758–1843), US lexicographer. His 
American Dictionary of the English Language

 (1828) in two volumes and containing 70,000 words was the first dictionary to give comprehensive coverage of usage in the US.









Webster Groves

 
/ˌwebstər ˈɡrōvz/






a city in eastern Missouri, southwest of St. Louis; pop. 22,335 (est. 2008).









webwork

 
/ˈwebwərk/






noun




a mesh or network of links or connecting pieces




•
 
a webwork of beams and girders.



















webworm

 
/ˈwebwərm/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a caterpillar that spins a web in which to rest or feed. When present in large numbers, it can become a serious pest.

[
Loxostega

 and other genera, family 
Pyralidae

 .]













webzine

 
/ˈwebˌzēn/






noun




a magazine published on the Internet.




•
 
a webzine seeking to become essential reading rather than just another online pastime.




















wed

 
/wed/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹archaic›

 get married to




•
 
he was to wed the king's daughter.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹chiefly formal›

 
‹archaic›

 get married




•
 
they wed a week after meeting




•
 (
be wed

 )
 
they were wed in London.










3.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹archaic›

 give or join in marriage




•
 
will you wed your daughter to him?










4.
 
(as 
adj.

 
wedded

 )
 — 

‹chiefly formal›

 
‹archaic›

 of or concerning marriage




•
 
10 years of 
wedded bliss

 .










5.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹archaic›

 combine (two factors or qualities, especially desirable ones)




•
 
in this recording he weds an excellent program with a distinctive vocal style.










6.
 
(
be wedded to

 )
 — 

‹chiefly formal›

 
‹archaic›

 be obstinately attached or devoted to (an activity, belief, or system)




•
 
foreign policy has remained wedded to outdated assumptions.

















– origin

 Old English 
weddian

 , from the Germanic base of Scots 
wed

 ‘a pledge’; related to Latin 
vas

 ‘surety,’ also to gage
 1
 .





Wed.






abbreviation




Wednesday.













we'd

 
/wēd/






contraction



1.
 
we had




•
 
we'd already been on board.










2.
 
we should or we would




•
 
we'd like to make you an offer.




















Weddell Sea

 
/ˈwedl, wəˈdel/





I.
 
an arm of the Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of Antarctica.







– origin

 named after the British explorer James 
Weddell

 (1787–1834), who visited it in 1823.





Weddell seal





I.
 
noun




a large mottled gray seal with a small head, ranging farther south than any other seal and breeding on the fast ice of Antarctica.

[
Leptonychotes weddelli

 , family 
Phocidae

 .]











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after James 
Weddell

 (see Weddell Sea
 ).





wedding

 
/ˈwediNG/





I.
 
noun




a marriage ceremony, especially considered as including the associated celebrations.











– origin

 Old English 
weddung

 (see wed
 , -ing
 1
 ).





wedding band

 
/ˈwediNG band/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a wedding ring.













wedding bells

 
/ˈwediNG belz/






plural noun




bells rung to celebrate a wedding (used to allude to the likelihood of marriage between two people)




•
 
do we hear wedding bells for these media sweethearts?



















wedding cake






noun



1.
 
a rich iced cake, typically in two or more tiers, served at a wedding reception.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a building or architectural style that is very decorative or ornate




•
 
a wedding-cake mansion.



















wedding day

 
/ˈwediNG ˌdā/






noun




the day or anniversary of a wedding.













wedding dress






noun




a dress worn by a bride at her wedding, typically long and white




•
 
a beautiful white wedding dress.



















wedding list






noun




a list of items that a couple about to get married have asked to receive as presents.













wedding march






noun




a piece of march music played at the entrance of the bride or the exit of the couple at a wedding.













wedding night

 
/ˈwediNG nīt/






noun




the night after a wedding (especially with reference to its consummation).













wedding planner






noun




someone who plans and organizes weddings as a profession.













wedding ring

 
/ˈwediNG ˌriNG/






noun




a ring worn by a married person, given by the spouse at their wedding.














wedge

 
/wej/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a piece of wood, metal, or some other material having one thick end and tapering to a thin edge, that is driven between two objects or parts of an object to secure or separate them.




2.
 
an object or piece of something having the shape of a wedge




•
 


a wedge of

 cheese.










3.
 
a formation of people or animals in the shape of a wedge.




4.
 
a golf club with a low, angled face for maximum loft.




5.
 
a golf shot made with a wedge.




6.
 
a shoe, typically having a fairly high heel, of which the heel and sole form a solid block, with no gap under the instep.




7.
 
a wedge heel.




8.
 


[Music]

 another term for dash
 .








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fix in position using a wedge


[with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]


•
 
the door was wedged open.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force into a narrow space




•
 
I wedged the bags into the back seat.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
drive a wedge between





a.
 
separate




•
 
the general aimed to drive a wedge between the city and its northern defenses.










b.
 
cause disagreement or hostility between




•
 
his parents drove a wedge between us.















2.
 
thin end of the wedge








‹informal›

 an action or procedure of little importance in itself, but likely to lead to more serious developments.















– origin

 Old English 
wecg

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wig

 .





wedge issue






noun






(US)

 a divisive political issue, especially one that is raised by a candidate for public office in hopes of attracting or alienating an opponent's supporters.













wedgie

 
/ˈwejē/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a shoe with a wedged heel.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an uncomfortable tightening of the underpants between the buttocks, typically produced when someone pulls the underpants up from the back as a prank.













Wedgwood

 
/ˈwejwo͝od/






noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 ceramic ware made by the English potter Josiah Wedgwood (1730–95) and his successors. Wedgwood is most associated with the powder-blue stoneware pieces with white embossed cameos that first appeared in 1775.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 a powder-blue color characteristic of Wedgwood stoneware.













wedlock

 
/ˈwedˌläk/





I.
 
noun




the state of being married.








II.
 
phrases





born in (or out of) wedlock






born of married (or unmarried) parents.















– origin

 late Old English 
wedlāc

 ‘marriage vow,’ from 
wed

 ‘pledge’ (related to wed
 ) + the suffix 
-lāc

 (denoting action).





Wednesday

 
/ˈwenzdā ˈwenzdē/





I.
 
noun




the day of the week before Thursday and following Tuesday




•
 
a report goes before the councilors 
on Wednesday






•
 
they finish early on Wednesdays




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
on a Wednesday morning.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Wednesday




•
 
see you Wednesday.










2.
 
(
Wednesdays

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 on Wednesdays; each Wednesday




•
 
Wednesdays, the jazz DJ hosts a jam session.

















– origin

 Old English 
Wōdnesdæg

 ‘day of Odin,’ named after the Germanic god Odin or Woden, the supreme god; translation of late Latin 
Mercurii dies

 , Odin being equated with the Roman god Mercury. Compare with Dutch 
woensdag

 . / The days of the week in ancient Rome were named after the planets, which in turn were named after gods. In most cases the Germanic names substituted the name of a comparable Germanic god for the Roman god's name.





Weds.






abbreviation




Wednesday.














wee

 
/wē/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly Scottish)

 little




•
 
when I was just a wee bairn.














II.
 
phrases





the wee hours






the early hours of the morning after midnight




•
 
nights of dining and dancing until the wee hours.





















– origin

 Middle English (originally a noun use in Scots, usually as 
a little wee

 ‘a little bit’): from Old English 
wēg(e)

 .






weed

 
/wēd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild plant growing where it is not wanted and in competition with cultivated plants.




2.
 
any wild plant growing in salt or fresh water.




3.
 


‹informal›

 marijuana.




4.
 
(
the weed

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 tobacco.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a leggy, loosely built horse.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remove unwanted plants from (an area of ground or the plants cultivated in it)




•
 
I was weeding a flower bed.










2.
 
(
weed someone/something out

 )
 — remove an inferior or unwanted component of a group or collection




•
 
we must raise the level of research and weed out the poorest work.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weeder

 
/ˈwēdər /






noun













2.
 
weedless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wēod

 (noun), 
wēodian

 (verb), of unknown origin; related to Dutch 
wieden

 (verb).





weed killer

 
/ˈwēd ˌkilər/






noun




a substance used to destroy weeds.













weeds

 
/wēdz/






plural noun




short for widow's weeds
 .













weed whacker






noun






(chiefly US)

 an electrically powered grass trimmer with a nylon cutting cord that rotates rapidly on a spindle.













weedy

 
/ˈwēdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
containing or covered with many weeds




•
 
a weedy path led to the gate.










2.
 
of the nature of or resembling a weed




•
 
a weedy species of plant.










3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) thin and physically weak in appearance.








II.
 
derivatives





weediness






noun





















weejuns

 
/ˈwējənz /

 

‹trademark›


 
Weejuns





I.
 
plural noun




moccasin-style shoes for casual wear.











– origin

 1950s: a fanciful formation.





week

 
/wēk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of seven days




•
 
the course lasts sixteen weeks




•
 
he'd cut the grass a week ago.










2.
 
the period of seven days generally reckoned from and to midnight on Saturday night




•
 
she has an art class twice a week.










3.
 
workdays as opposed to the weekend; the five days from Monday to Friday




•
 
I work during the week, so I can only get to this shop on Saturdays.










4.
 
the time spent working in the workday period of five to seven days




•
 
she works a 48-hour week.










5.
 
a period of five or seven days devoted to a specified purpose or beginning on a specified day




•
 
Super Bowl week




•
 
the week of June 23.










6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 used after the name of a day to indicate that something will happen seven days after that day




•
 
the program will be broadcast on Sunday week.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
week after week






during each successive week, especially over a long period




•
 
week after week of overcast skies.















2.
 
week by week






gradually and steadily over the weeks




•
 
Monday evening demonstrations grew week by week.















3.
 
a week from ——






used to state that something is due to happen seven days after the specified day or date




•
 
we'll be back a week from Friday.















4.
 
week in, week out






every week without exception.















– origin

 Old English 
wice

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
week

 and German 
Woche

 , from a base probably meaning ‘sequence, series.’





weekday

 
/ˈwēkˌdā/






noun




a day of the week other than Saturday or Sunday.













weekend

 
/ˈwēkˌend/





I.
 
noun




the period from Friday evening through Sunday evening, especially regarded as a time for leisure




•
 
she spent the weekend camping




•
 
nobody wants to work 
on the weekend






•
 


(Brit.)

 I went to see the film 
at the weekend






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a weekend break.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 spend a weekend somewhere




•
 
he was weekending in the country.



















weekender

 
/ˈwēkˌendər/






noun



1.
 
a person who spends time in a particular place only on weekends.




2.
 
a bag or suitcase suitable for weekend travel.




3.
 
a small pleasure boat.













weekend warrior






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who participates in an activity only in their spare time.













week-long

 
weeklong






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lasting for a week




•
 
a week-long visit to New Zealand.



















weekly

 
/ˈwēklē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
done, produced, or occurring once a week




•
 
there was a weekly dance on Wednesdays.










2.
 
relating to or calculated in terms of a week




•
 
the difference in weekly income is $290.














II.
 
adverb




once a week




•
 
interviews were given weekly.














III.
 
noun




a newspaper or periodical issued every week.













weeknight

 
/ˈwēknīt/






noun




a night of the week other than Saturday or Sunday.














ween

 
/wēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 be of the opinion; think or suppose




•
 
he, I ween, is no sacred personage.

















– origin

 Old English 
wēnan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wanen

 ‘imagine,’ German 
wähnen

 ‘suppose wrongly,’ also to wish
 .






weenie

 
/ˈwēnē/






noun



1.
 
another term for wiener
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 


‹vulgar slang›

 a man's penis.




3.
 
(also 
wiener

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a weak, socially inept, or boringly studious person




•
 
newer programming languages are a favorite of the tech weenies.



















weeny

 
/ˈwēnē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 tiny.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from wee
 , on the pattern of 
tiny

 ; compare with teeny
 .






weep

 
/wēp/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shed tears




•
 
a grieving mother wept over the body of her daughter




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he wept bitter tears at her cruelty.










2.
 
utter or express with tears


[with 
direct speech

 ]


•
 
“No!” she wept.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 mourn for; shed tears over




•
 
a young widow weeping her lost lord.










4.
 
exude liquid




•
 
she rubbed one of the sores, making it weep.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a fit or spell of shedding tears.











– origin

 Old English 
wēpan

 (verb), of Germanic origin, probably imitative.





weeper

 
/ˈwēpər/






noun



1.
 
a person who weeps.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a hired mourner at a funeral.




3.
 
a small image of a mourner on a monument.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for weepie
 .




5.
 
(
weepers

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 funeral garments, in particular




6.
 
a man's crepe hatband worn at funerals.




7.
 
a widow's black crepe veil and white cuffs.














weepie

 
/ˈwēpē/






noun






‹informal›

 a sentimental or emotional film, novel, or song.













weeping

 
/ˈwēpiNG/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
shedding tears.




2.
 
exuding liquid.




3.
 
used in names of tree and shrub varieties with drooping branches, e.g., 
weeping cherry

 .








II.
 
derivatives





weepingly






adverb





















weeping widow






noun




a mushroom that has a buff cap with purplish-black gills that appear to secrete drops of fluid when damp, found commonly in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Lacrymaria velutina

 , family 
Coprinaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













weeping willow

 
/wēpiNG ˈwilō/






noun




a Eurasian willow with trailing branches and foliage reaching down to the ground, widely grown as an ornamental in waterside settings.

[Genus 
Salix

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : several species and hybrids, in particular 
S. babylonica

 .]













weepy

 
/ˈwēpē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 tearful; inclined to weep




•
 
a weepy clingy child.










2.
 


‹informal›

 sentimental




•
 
a weepy made-for-TV movie.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weepily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
weepiness






noun





















weever

 
/ˈwēvər /

 
weever fish





I.
 
noun




a small, long-bodied fish with eyes at the top of the head and venomous dorsal spines. It occurs along European Atlantic coasts, typically buried in the sand with just the eyes and spines protruding.

[Family 
Trachinidae

 : several genera and species.]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: perhaps a transferred use of Old French 
wivre

 ‘serpent, dragon,’ from Latin 
vipera

 ‘viper.’






weevil

 
/ˈwēvəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small beetle with an elongated snout, the larvae of which typically develop inside seeds, stems, or other plant parts. Many are pests of crops or stored foodstuffs.

Also called snout beetle
 . [
Curculionidae

 and other families in the superfamily 
Curculionoidea

 : numerous genera.]




2.
 


‹informal›

 any small insect that damages stored grain.








II.
 
derivatives





weevily






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wifel

 ‘beetle,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘move briskly.’





wee-wee

 
/ˈwē ˌwē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a child's word for urine.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
urinate.











– origin

 1930s: imitative.





w.e.f.






abbreviation






(Brit.)

 with effect from




•
 
a budget to allocate w.e.f. April 1st.




















weft

 
/weft/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
(in weaving) the crosswise threads on a loom over and under which other threads (the warp) are passed to make cloth.











– origin

 Old English 
weft(a)

 , of Germanic origin; related to weave
 1
 .





Wehrmacht

 
/ˈverˌmäkt, -ˌmäKHt/





I.
 
the German armed forces, especially the army, from 1921 to 1945.







– origin

 German, literally ‘defensive force.’





Wei

 
/wā/






the name of several dynasties that ruled in China, especially that of 
AD

 386–535.









Weichsel

 
/ˈvīksəl/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 the final Pleistocene glaciation in northern Europe.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down at the time of the Weichsel glaciation.








II.
 
derivatives





Weichselian

 
/vīkˈsilēən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1930s: from the German name of the Vistula River in Poland.






Weifang

 
/ˈwāˈfäNG/






a city in Shandong province, in eastern China; pop. 975,300 (est. 2006).

Former name Weihsien
 .









weigela

 
/wīˈjēlə/





I.
 
noun




an Asian flowering shrub of the honeysuckle family, that has pink, red, or yellow flowers and is a popular ornamental.

[Genus 
Weigela

 , family 
Caprifoliaceae

 : several species, in particular 
W. florida

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Christian E. 
Weigel

 (1748–1831), German physician.






weigh1


 
/wā/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — find out how heavy (someone or something) is, typically using scales




•
 
weigh yourself on the day you begin the diet




•
 
the vendor weighed the vegetables.










2.
 
have a specified weight




•
 
when the twins were born, they weighed ten pounds.










3.
 
balance in the hands to guess or as if to guess the weight of




•
 
she picked up the brick and weighed it in her right hand.










4.
 
(
weigh something out

 )
 — measure and take from a larger quantity of a substance a portion of a particular weight




•
 
she weighed out two ounces of loose tobacco.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
weigh on

 )
 — be depressing or burdensome to




•
 
his unhappiness would weigh on my mind so much.










6.
 
assess the nature or importance of, especially with a view to a decision or action




•
 
the consequences of the move would need to be very carefully weighed.










7.
 
(
weigh something against

 )
 — compare the importance of one factor with that of (another)




•
 
they need to weigh benefit against risk.










8.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — influence a decision or action; be considered important




•
 
the evidence weighed heavily against him.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
weigh anchor






see anchor
 .









2.
 
weigh one's words






carefully choose the way one expresses something.












III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
weigh someone down





a.
 
be heavy and cumbersome to someone




•
 
my waders and fishing gear weighed me down.










b.
 
be oppressive or burdensome to someone




•
 
she was weighed down by the responsibility of looking after her sisters.















2.
 
weigh in






(chiefly of a boxer or jockey) be officially weighed before or after a contest




•
 
Mason 
weighed in at

 203 lb.















3.
 
weigh in at





a.
 


‹informal›

 be of (a specified weight).




b.
 


‹informal›

 cost (a specified amount).









4.
 
weigh in with








‹informal›

 make a forceful contribution to a competition or argument by means of




•
 
Baker weighed in with a three-pointer.















5.
 
weigh into





a.
 


‹informal›

 join in forcefully or enthusiastically




•
 
they weighed into the election campaign.










b.
 
attack physically or verbally




•
 
he weighed into the companies for their high costs.















6.
 
weigh out






(of a jockey) be weighed before a race.









7.
 
weigh someone/something up








(Brit.)

 carefully assess someone or something




•
 
investors weighed up their next move.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weighable

 
/ˈwāəb(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
weigher

 
/ˈwāər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wegan

 , of Germanic origin; related to wagon
 and wain
 , and to Dutch 
wegen

 ‘weigh,’ German 
bewegen

 ‘move,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
vehere

 ‘convey.’ Early senses included ‘transport from one place to another’ and ‘raise up.’





weigh2


 
/wā/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
under weigh

 )


1.
 


[Nautical]

 another way of saying underway
 (
sense

 2).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from an erroneous association with 
weigh anchor

 (see weigh
 1
 ).





weigh-in

 
/ˈwā ˌin/






noun




an official or regular weighing of something or someone, e.g., of boxers before a fight.













weigh station






noun




a roadside station where commercial vehicles are required to stop and be inspected, thus protecting the road from travel by overweight or unsafe vehicles.














weight

 
/wāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a body's relative mass or the quantity of matter contained by it, giving rise to a downward force; the heaviness of a person or thing




•
 
he was at least 175 pounds in weight.










2.
 


[Physics]

 the force exerted on the mass of a body by a gravitational field.

Compare with mass
 .




3.
 
the quality of being heavy




•
 
as he came upstairs the boards creaked under his weight.










4.
 
a unit or system of units used for expressing how much an object or quantity of matter weighs.




5.
 
a piece of metal known to weigh a definite amount and used on scales to determine how heavy an object or quantity of a substance is.




6.
 
the amount that a jockey is expected or required to weigh, or the amount that a horse can easily carry.




7.
 
the surface density of cloth, used as a measure of its quality.




8.
 
a heavy object, especially one being lifted or carried.




9.
 
a heavy object used to give an impulse or act as a counterweight in a mechanism.




10.
 
a heavy object propelled by a shot-putter.




11.
 
(
weights

 )
 — blocks or discs of metal or other heavy material used in weightlifting or weight training.




12.
 
the ability of someone or something to influence decisions or actions




•
 
a recommendation by the committee will carry great weight.










13.
 
the importance attached to something




•
 
individuals differ in the weight they attach to various aspects of a job.










14.
 


[Statistics]

 a factor associated with one of a set of numerical quantities, used to represent its importance relative to the other members of the set.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold (something) down by placing a heavy object on top of it




•
 
a mug half filled with coffee 
weighted down

 a stack of papers.










2.
 
make (something) heavier by attaching a heavy object to it, especially so as to make it stay in place




•
 
the jugs were covered with muslin veils weighted with colored beads.










3.
 
attach importance or value to




•
 
speaking, reading, and writing should be weighted equally in the assessment.










4.
 
(
be weighted

 )
 — be planned or arranged so as to put a specified person, group, or factor in a position of advantage or disadvantage




•
 
the balance of power is weighted in favor of the government.










5.
 


[Statistics]

 multiply the components of (an average) by factors to take account of their importance.




6.
 
assign a handicap weight to (a horse).




7.
 
treat (a fabric) with a substance to make it seem thicker and heavier.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
put on (or lose) weight






become fatter (or thinner).









2.
 
throw one's weight around








‹informal›

 be unpleasantly self-assertive.









3.
 
throw one's weight behind








‹informal›

 use one's influence to help support.









4.
 
the weight of the world






used in reference to a very heavy burden of worry or responsibility




•
 
he continues to carry the weight of the world on his shoulders.















5.
 
be a weight off one's mind






come as a great relief after one has been worried.









6.
 
worth one's weight in gold






(of a person) exceedingly useful or helpful.















– origin

 Old English 
(ge)wiht

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wicht

 and German 
Gewicht

 . The form of the word has been influenced by weigh
 1
 .





weight belt






noun




a belt to which weights are attached, designed to help divers stay submerged.













weighted average






noun






[Statistics]

 an average resulting from the multiplication of each component by a factor reflecting its importance.













weighting

 
/ˈwādiNG/






noun



1.
 
allowance or adjustment made in order to take account of special circumstances or compensate for a distorting factor.




2.
 
an allocated proportion of something, especially an investment




•
 
the company continues to recommend a 35% weighting in bonds.










3.
 
emphasis or priority




•
 
they will give due weighting to quality as well as price.



















weightless

 
/ˈwātləs/





I.
 
adjective




(of a body, especially in an orbiting spacecraft) not apparently acted on by gravity.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weightlessly

 
/ˈwātləslē /






adverb













2.
 
weightlessness

 
/ˈwātlisnis /






noun





















weightlifting

 
/ˈwātˌliftiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or activity of lifting barbells or other heavy weights. There are two standard lifts in modern weightlifting: the single-movement lift from floor to extended position (the 
snatch

 ), and the two-movement lift from floor to shoulder position, and from shoulders to extended position (the 
clean and jerk

 ).








II.
 
derivatives





weightlifter

 
/ˈwātˌliftər /






noun





















weight training

 
/ˈwāt ˌtrāniNG/






noun




physical training that involves lifting weights.













weight-watcher

 
/ˈwātˌwäCHər/





I.
 
noun




a person who is concerned about their weight, especially one who diets.








II.
 
derivatives





weight-watching

 
/ˈwātˌwäCHiNG /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 from the proprietary name 
Weight Watchers

 , an organization promoting dietary control as a means of losing weight.





weighty

 
/ˈwādē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
weighing a great deal; heavy




•
 
a weighty candelabra.










2.
 
of great seriousness and importance




•
 
he threw off all weighty considerations of state.










3.
 
having a great deal of influence on events or decisions.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weightily

 
/ˈwādəlē /






adverb













2.
 
weightiness

 
/ˈwādēnəs /






noun






















Weihsien

 
/ˈwāSHyen/






former name for Weifang
 .









Weil, Simone

 
/vīl, vā/






(1909–43), French essayist, philosopher, and mystic. She joined the resistance movement in England during World War II and later died of tuberculosis while weakened by voluntary starvation to call attention to the plight of her French compatriots.









Weill, Kurt

 
/vīl/






(1900–50), German composer, resident in the US from 1935. He is best known for the operas he wrote with Bertolt Brecht, political satires that include 
The Threepenny Opera

 (1928).










Weil's disease

 
/ˈvīlz dəˌzēz/





I.
 
noun




a severe, sometimes fatal, form of leptospirosis transmitted by rats via contaminated water.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after H. Adolf 
Weil

 (1848–1916), German physician.






Weimar

 
/ˈvīmär/






a city in Thuringia, in central Germany; pop. 64,500 (est. 2006).









Weimaraner

 
/ˈwīməˌränər, ˈvī-/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a thin-coated, typically gray breed of pointer used as a gun dog.











– origin

 1940s: from German, from Weimar
 in Germany, where the breed was developed.





Weimar Republic






the German republic of 1919–33, so called because its constitution was drawn up at Weimar. The republic was faced with huge reparation costs deriving from the Treaty of Versailles as well as soaring inflation and high unemployment. The 1920s saw a growth in support for right-wing groups, and the Republic was eventually overthrown by the Nazi Party of Adolf Hitler.









Weinberg, Steven

 
/ˈwīnˌbərɡ/






(1933–), US theoretical physicist. He devised a theory to unify electromagnetic interactions and the weak forces within the nucleus of an atom. Nobel Prize for Physics (1979), shared with Sheldon Glashow and Abdus Salam.









wei qi

 
/wā CHē /

 
wei ch'i





I.
 
noun




a traditional Chinese board game of territorial possession and capture.











– origin

 Chinese, from 
wéi

 ‘surround’ + 
qí

 ‘chess.’





weir

 
/wir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a low dam built across a river to raise the level of water upstream or regulate its flow.




2.
 
an enclosure of stakes set in a stream as a trap for fish.











– origin

 Old English 
wer

 , from 
werian

 ‘dam up.’





weird

 
/wird/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
suggesting something supernatural; uncanny




•
 
the weird crying of a seal.










2.
 


‹informal›

 very strange; bizarre




•
 
a weird coincidence




•
 
all sorts of 
weird and wonderful

 characters.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 connected with fate.








II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a person's destiny.








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
weird someone out

 )


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 induce a sense of disbelief or alienation in someone.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weirdly

 
/ˈwirdlē /






adverb













2.
 
weirdness

 
/ˈwirdnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wyrd

 ‘destiny,’ of Germanic origin. The adjective (late Middle English) originally meant ‘having the power to control destiny,’ and was used especially in 
the Weird Sisters

 , originally referring to the Fates, later the witches in Shakespeare's 
Macbeth

 ; the latter use gave rise to the sense ‘unearthly’ (early 19th cent).





weirdo

 
/ˈwirdō/






noun






‹informal›

 a person whose dress or behavior seems strange or eccentric.













weird sisters






plural noun

 — (usu. 
the weird sisters

 )


1.
 
the Fates.




2.
 
witches, especially those in Shakespeare's 
Macbeth

 .













Weirton

 
/ˈwirtn/






an industrial city in northern West Virginia, on the Ohio River; pop. 18,748 (est. 2008).









Weismann, August

 
/ˈvīsmən/





I.
 
(1834–1914), German biologist, one of the founders of modern genetics; full name 
August Friedrich Leopold Weismann

 . He expounded the theory of germ plasm and suggested that variability in individuals comes from the recombination of chromosomes during reproduction.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Weismannism

 
/-ˌnizəm /






noun













2.
 
Weismannist

 
/ˈvīsmənist /






noun, adjective





















Weissmuller, Johnny

 
/ˈwīˌsmələr/






(1904–84), US swimmer and actor; full name 
John Peter Weissmuller

 . He won three Olympic gold medals in 1924 and two in 1928. He starred in the Tarzan movies in the 1930s and 1940s.









weisswurst

 
/ˈvīsˌwərst, -ˌwo͝orst/





I.
 
noun




whitish German sausage made chiefly of veal.











– origin

 German, literally ‘white sausage.’





Weizmann, Chaim

 
/ˈvītsmən/






(1874–1952), Israeli statesman, born in Russia; president 1949–52; full name 
Chaim Azriel Weizmann

 . He played an important role in persuading the US government to recognize the new state of Israel in 1948.









weka

 
/ˈwekə/





I.
 
noun




a large flightless New Zealand rail with heavily built legs and feet.

[
Gallirallus australis

 , family 
Rallidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori, imitative of its cry.





Welby, Justin

 
/ˈwelbē/






(1956–), English Anglican cleric, Archbishop of Canterbury from 2013; full name 
Justin Portal Welby

 .










welcome

 
/ˈwelkəm/





I.
 
noun




an instance or manner of greeting someone




•
 
you will receive a warm welcome




•
 
he went to meet them with his hand stretched out in welcome.














II.
 
exclamation




used to greet someone in a glad or friendly way




•
 


welcome to

 the Wildlife Park.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
greet (someone arriving) in a glad, polite, or friendly way




•
 
hotels should welcome guests in their own language




•
 (as 
adj.

 
welcoming

 )
 
a welcoming smile.










2.
 
be glad to entertain (someone) or receive (something)




•
 
we welcome any comments.










3.
 
react with pleasure or approval to (an event or development)




•
 
the bank's decision to cut its rates was widely welcomed.














IV.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a guest or new arrival) gladly received




•
 
visitors with disabilities are always welcome.










2.
 
very pleasing because much needed or desired




•
 
after your walk, the cafe serves a welcome pot of coffee




•
 
deregulation is 
welcome to

 consumers.










3.
 
[
predic.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 — allowed or invited to do a specified thing




•
 
anyone is welcome to join them at their midday meal.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
welcome to

 )
 — used to indicate that one is relieved to be relinquishing the control or possession of something to another




•
 
the job is all yours and you're welcome to it!














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
make someone welcome






receive and treat someone hospitably.









2.
 
wear out (or overstay or outstay) one's welcome






stay as a visitor longer than one is wanted.









3.
 
you're welcome






used as a polite response to thanks.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
welcomely






adverb













2.
 
welcomeness

 
/ˈwelkəmnəs /






noun













3.
 
welcomer

 
/ˈwelkəmər /






noun













4.
 
welcomingly






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
wilcuma

 ‘a person whose coming is pleasing,’ 
wilcumian

 (verb), from 
wil-

 ‘desire, pleasure’ + 
cuman

 ‘come’ The first element was later changed to 
wel-

 ‘well,’ influenced by Old French 
bien venu

 or Old Norse 
velkominn

 .





Welcome Wagon






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a vehicle bringing gifts and samples from local merchants to newcomers in a community.














weld1


 
/weld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
join together (metal pieces or parts) by heating the surfaces to the point of melting using a blowtorch, electric arc, or other means, and uniting them by pressing, hammering, etc.




•
 
the truck had spikes welded to the back.










2.
 
forge (an article) by welding.




3.
 
unite (pieces of plastic or other material) by melting or softening of surfaces in contact.




4.
 
cause to combine and form a harmonious or effective whole




•
 
his efforts to 
weld together

 the religious parties ran into trouble.














II.
 
noun




a welded joint.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
weldability

 
/ˌweldəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
weldable






adjective













3.
 
welder

 
/ˈweldər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘become united’): alteration (probably influenced by the past participle) of well
 2
 in the obsolete sense ‘melt or weld (heated metal).’






weld2


 
/weld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a widely distributed plant related to mignonette, yielding a yellow dye.

[
Reseda luteola

 , family 
Resedaceae

 .]




2.
 
the yellow dye made from the weld plant, which has been used since Neolithic times and was a popular color for Roman wedding garments.











– origin

 late Middle English: related to Dutch 
wouw

 , perhaps also to wold
 .






welfare

 
/ˈwelˌfer/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the health, happiness, and fortunes of a person or group




•
 
they don't give a damn about the welfare of their families.










2.
 
statutory procedure or social effort designed to promote the basic physical and material well-being of people in need




•
 
the protection of rights to education, housing, and welfare.










3.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 financial support given to people in need.








II.
 
phrases





on welfare






receiving government financial assistance for basic material needs.















– origin

 Middle English: from the adverb well
 1
 + the verb fare
 .





welfare reform






noun




a movement to change the federal government's social welfare policy by shifting some of the responsibility to the states and cutting benefits.













welfare state

 
/ˈwelfe(ə)r ˌstāt/






noun



1.
 
a system whereby the government undertakes to protect the health and well-being of its citizens, especially those in financial or social need, by means of grants, pensions, and other benefits. The foundations for the modern welfare state in the US were laid by the New Deal programs of President Franklin D. Roosevelt.




2.
 
a country practicing a welfare state system.













welfare-to-work

 
/ˈwelˌfertəˌwərk/






adjective




denoting government policies that encourage those receiving welfare benefits to find a job, for example by providing job training




•
 
Wisconsin's hard-nosed welfare-to-work program.



















welfare work

 
/ˈwelˌfe(ə)r wərk/





I.
 
noun




organized effort to promote the basic physical and material well-being of people in need.








II.
 
derivatives





welfare worker






noun





















welfarism

 
/ˈwelferˌizəm/





I.
 
noun




the principles or policies associated with a welfare state.








II.
 
derivatives





welfarist

 
/ˈwelˌferəst /






noun, adjective





















welkin

 
/ˈwelkən/





I.
 
noun






‹literary›

 the sky or heaven.








II.
 
phrases





make the welkin ring








‹literary›

 make a very loud sound




•
 
the crew made the welkin ring with its hurrahs.





















– origin

 Old English 
wolcen

 ‘cloud, sky’; related to Dutch 
wolk

 and German 
Wolke

 .





Welkom

 
/ˈvelkəm/






a town in central South Africa; pop. 584,700 (est. 2009).










well1


 
/wel/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in a good or satisfactory way




•
 
the whole team played well.










2.
 
in a way that is appropriate to the facts or circumstances




•
 
you did well to come and tell me




•
 [as 
submodifier

 , in 
combination

 ]
 
a well-timed exit.










3.
 
so as to have a fortunate outcome




•
 
his campaign did not go well.










4.
 
in a kind way




•
 
the animals will remain loyal to humans if treated well.










5.
 
with praise or approval




•
 
people spoke well of him




•
 
the film was quite well reviewed at the time.










6.
 
with equanimity




•
 
she took it very well, all things considered.










7.
 
profitably; advantageously




•
 
she would marry well or not at all.










8.
 
in a condition of prosperity or comfort




•
 
they lived well and were generous with their money.










9.
 


‹archaic›

 luckily; opportunely




•
 
hail fellow, well met.










10.
 
in a thorough manner




•
 
add the mustard and lemon juice and mix well.










11.
 
to a great extent or degree (often used for emphasis)




•
 
the visit had been planned well in advance




•
 [as 
submodifier

 , in 
combination

 ]
 
a well-loved mother.










12.
 
intimately; closely




•
 
he knew my father very well.










13.
 
[as 
submodifier

 ]
 — 

(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very; extremely




•
 
he was well out of order.










14.
 
[with 
submodifier

 ]
 — used as an intensifier




•
 
I should damn well hope so.










15.
 
[with 
modal

 ]
 — very probably; in all likelihood




•
 
being short of breath may well be the first sign of asthma.










16.
 
without difficulty




•
 
she could well afford to pay for the reception herself.










17.
 
with good reason




•
 
“What are we doing here?” “You may well ask.”














II.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
in good health; free or recovered from illness




•
 
I don't feel very well




•
 
it would be some time before Sarah was completely well




•
 


‹informal›

 he was not a well man.










2.
 
in a satisfactory state or position




•
 
all is not well in her ideal-looking town.










3.
 
sensible; advisable




•
 
it would be well to know just what this suggestion entails.














III.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express a range of emotions including surprise, anger, resignation, or relief




•
 
Well, really! The manners of some people!










2.
 
used when pausing to consider one's next words




•
 
well, I suppose I could fit you in at 3:45.










3.
 
used to express agreement or acceptance, often in a qualified or slightly reluctant way




•
 
well, all right, but be quick.










4.
 
used to introduce the resumption of a narrative or a change of subject.




5.
 
used to mark the end of a conversation or activity




•
 
well, cheers, Tom—I must run.










6.
 
used to indicate that one is waiting for an answer or explanation from someone




•
 
Well? You promised to tell me all about it.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
all's well that ends well






see all
 .









2.
 
all very well






see all
 .









3.
 
as well





a.
 
in addition; too




•
 
the museum provides hours of fun and a few surprises as well.










b.
 
(
as well

 or 
just as well

 )
 — with equal reason or an equally good result




•
 
I 
may as well

 have a look.










c.
 
sensible, appropriate, or desirable




•
 
it would be as well to let him go.















4.
 
as well as






and also; and in addition




•
 
a shop that sold books as well as newspapers.















5.
 
as well he (or she, etc.) might (or may)






used to convey the speaker's opinion that a reaction is appropriate or unsurprising




•
 
she sounded rather chipper, as well she might, given her bright prospects.















6.
 
be well out of








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 be fortunate to be no longer involved in (a situation).









7.
 
be well in with








‹informal›

 have a good relationship with (someone in a position of influence or authority)




•
 
you're well in with O'Brien, aren't you?















8.
 
very well






see very
 .









9.
 
(all) well and good






used to express acceptance of a first statement before introducing a contradictory or confirming second statement




•
 
well, that's all well and good, but why didn't he phone her to say so?















10.
 
well and truly






completely




•
 
Leith was well and truly rattled.















11.
 
well enough






to a reasonable degree




•
 
he liked Isobel well enough, but wouldn't want to make a close friend of her.















12.
 
well worth






certainly worth




•
 
Salzburg is well worth a visit.





















– origin

 Old English 
wel(l)

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wel

 and German 
wohl

 ; probably also to the verb will
 1
 . / 
usage:

 
1

 The adverb 
well

 is often used in combination with past participles to form compound adjectives: 
well-adjusted

 , 
well-intentioned

 , 
well-known

 , and so on. As far as hyphenation is concerned, there are three general rules: (1) if the compound adjective is placed before the noun (i.e., in the attributive position), it should be hyphenated (a 
well-intentioned

 remark); (2) if the compound adjective is preceded by an adverb (much, very, surprisingly, etc.), the compound adjective is open (a thoroughly 
well prepared

 student); (3) if the compound adjective is placed after the noun or verb (i.e., in the predicate position), it may, but need not, be hyphenated (her remark was 
well-intentioned

 or her remark was 
well intentioned

 ). Likewise, other, similar compounds with better, best, ill, little, lesser, least, etc., are hyphenated before the noun (a 
little-known

 author), often open after a noun or verb (the author was 
little known

 ), and open if modified by an adverb (a 
very little known

 author). 
2

 On uses of 
well

 and 
good

 , see usage at good
 .






well2


 
/wel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shaft sunk into the ground to obtain water, oil, or gas.




2.
 
a plentiful source or supply




•
 
she could feel a deep well of sympathy and compassion.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 a water spring or fountain.




4.
 
short for inkwell
 .




5.
 
a depression made to hold liquid




•
 
put the flour on a flat surface and make a well to hold the eggs.










6.
 
(
Wells

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 (in place names) a place where there are mineral springs




•
 
Tunbridge Wells.










7.
 
an enclosed space in the middle of a building, giving room for stairs or an elevator, or to allow light or ventilation.




8.
 


(Brit.)

 the place in a court of law where the clerks and ushers sit.




9.
 


[Physics]

 a region of minimum potential




•
 
a gravity well.










10.
 


(US)

 a shelf beneath the counter of a bar on which bottles of liquor are stored within easy reach of the bartender




•
 
you would have never heard of the label of the gin in the well in average bars.










11.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting or made with the relatively inexpensive brands of liquor stored in the well of a bar.




•
 
happy hour is from 4 to 7 p.m. weekdays, with $4 well drinks and draft beers




•
 
three shots of well tequila.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a liquid) rise to the surface and spill or be about to spill




•
 
tears were beginning to well in her eyes.










2.
 
(of an emotion) arise and become more intense




•
 
all the old bitterness began to 
well up

 inside her again.

















– origin

 Old English 
wella

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wel

 and German 
Welle

 ‘a wave.’





we'll

 
/wēl/






contraction




we shall; we will.













well adjusted






adjective



1.
 
successfully altered or moved so as to achieve a desired fit, appearance, or result




•
 
her eyes were well adjusted to the darkness.










2.
 
(of a person) mentally and emotionally stable




•
 
a well-adjusted, happy child is less likely to be physically ill.



















well advised






adjective

 — [with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
sensible; wise




•
 
you would be well advised to obtain legal advice.



















Welland Canal

 
/ˌwelənd kəˈnal /

 
Welland Ship Canal






a canal in southern Canada, 26 mi. (42 km.) long, that links Lake Erie with Lake Ontario. It bypasses Niagara Falls and forms part of the St. Lawrence Seaway.









well appointed






adjective




(of a building or room) having a high standard of equipment or furnishing.













well attended






adjective




(of an event) attended by a large number of people




•
 
a well-attended conference.



















well aware






adjective




having full knowledge of a situation or fact




•
 
we are well aware of the dangerous side effects that some herbs can have.



















well balanced






adjective




(of a person) emotionally stable




•
 
we all want well-balanced kids.



















well behaved






adjective



1.
 
conducting oneself in an appropriate manner




•
 
the crowd was very well behaved.










2.
 
(of a computer program) communicating with hardware via standard operating system calls rather than directly and therefore able to be used on different machines.













well-being

 
/ˈˌwel ˈˌbēiNG/






noun




the state of being comfortable, healthy, or happy




•
 
an improvement in the patient's well-being.



















well born






adjective




from a noble or wealthy family.













well bred






adjective




having or showing good breeding or manners.













well built






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) large and strong.




2.
 
of strong, solid construction




•
 
the well-built and massively thick walls.



















well chosen






adjective




carefully selected, especially for a particular effect




•
 
he would sum up any situation with a few well-chosen words.



















well conducted






adjective



1.
 
properly organized or carried out




•
 
responsible, well-conducted businesses.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 well behaved.













well connected






adjective




acquainted with or related to people with prestige or influence.













well crafted






adjective




skillfully constructed




•
 
his well-crafted public image




•
 
the screenplay is well crafted.



















well deck

 
/ˈwel ˌdek/






noun




an open space on the main deck of a ship, lying at a lower level between the forecastle and poop.













well disposed






adjective




having a positive, sympathetic, or friendly attitude toward someone or something




•
 
the company is 
well disposed to

 the idea of partnership.



















well done





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a task or undertaking) carried out successfully or satisfactorily




•
 
the decoration is very well done




•
 [
postpositive

 ]
 
the satisfaction of 
a job well done

 .










2.
 
(of meat) thoroughly cooked




•
 
well-done roast beef.














II.
 
exclamation




used to express congratulation or approval




•
 
Well done—you've worked very hard!



















well dressed






adjective




wearing smart or fashionable clothes.













well earned






adjective




fully merited or deserved




•
 
a well-earned rest.



















well endowed






adjective



1.
 
having plentiful supplies of a resource




•
 
the country is 
well endowed with

 mineral resources.










2.
 
well provided with money; wealthy.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 (of a man) having large genitals.




4.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 (of a woman) large-breasted.













Welles, Orson

 
/welz/






(1915–85), US writer, filmmaker, and actor; full name 
George Orson Welles

 . His realistic radio dramatization in 1938 of H. G. Wells's 
The War of the Worlds

 persuaded many listeners that a Martian invasion was really happening. Notable work as both director and actor include the movies 
Citizen Kane

 (1941), 
The Lady from Shanghai

 (1948), and 
Touch of Evil

 (1958).









Wellesley

 
/ˈwelzlē/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, west of Boston, home to Wellesley College; pop. 27,244 (est. 2008).









well established






adjective




firmly established, especially because of a long existence




•
 
a well-established tradition




•
 
his father was now well established in his career.



















well executed






adjective




skillfully carried out




•
 
the action scenes are well executed, but lack any real punch.



















well favored






adjective




having special advantages, especially good looks.













well fed






adjective




having good meals regularly.













well formed






adjective



1.
 
correctly or attractively proportioned or shaped.




2.
 
(especially of a sentence or phrase) constructed according to grammatical rules.




3.
 
conforming to the formation rules of a logical system.













well found






adjective




(chiefly of a boat) well equipped and maintained.













well founded






adjective




(especially of a suspicion or belief) based on good evidence or reasons




•
 
their apprehensions were well founded.



















well groomed






adjective




(especially of a person) clean, tidy, and well dressed.













well grounded






adjective



1.
 
based on good evidence or reasons.




2.
 
having a good training in or knowledge of a subject




•
 
boys who are 
well grounded in

 traditional academic subjects.



















wellhead

 
/ˈwelˌhed/






noun



1.
 
the place where a spring comes out of the ground.




2.
 
the structure over a well, typically an oil or gas well.













well heeled






adjective






‹informal›

 wealthy.













well house






noun




a small building or room enclosing a well and its apparatus.













well hung






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹humorous›

 (of a man) having large genitals.




2.
 
(of meat or game) hung until sufficiently dry, tender, or high before cooking.













well informed






adjective




having or showing much knowledge about a wide range of subjects, or about one particular subject.














wellington

 
/ˈweliNGtən /

 
wellington boot





I.
 
noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a knee-length waterproof rubber or plastic boot.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: named after the 1st Duke of 
Wellington

 (see Wellington, 1st Duke of
 ).





Wellington

 
/ˈweliNGtən/






the capital of New Zealand, at the southern tip of North Island; pop. 179,463 (2006). It became the capital in 1865, when the seat of government was moved from Auckland.










Wellington, 1st Duke of






(1769–1852), British soldier and statesman; prime minister 1828–30 and 1834; born 
Arthur Wellesley

 ; known as 
the Iron Duke

 . He served as commander of the British forces against Napoleon 1808–14 and defeated him at the Battle of Waterloo 1815, which ended the Napoleonic Wars.









wellingtonia

 
/ˌweliNGˈtōnēə/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 another term for 
giant redwood

 (see redwood
 ).











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from the former binomial 
Wellingtonia gigantea

 (from Wellington, 1st Duke of
 ).





well intentioned






adjective




having or showing good intentions despite a lack of success or fortunate results




•
 
well-intentioned advice.



















well kept






adjective



1.
 
(especially of property) kept clean, tidy, and in good condition.




2.
 
(of a secret) not told to anyone or made widely known.













well knit






adjective




(of a person or animal) strongly and compactly built.













well known






adjective




known widely or thoroughly




•
 
a well-known television personality.



















well liked






adjective




regarded with much affection; popular with many people




•
 
a well-liked city landmark




•
 
he is fair-minded and well liked by his colleagues.



















well made






adjective




strongly or skillfully constructed




•
 
a well-made film.



















well mannered






adjective




having or showing good manners; polite




•
 
they were well mannered and eager to please.



















well matched






adjective




(of two or more people or items) appropriate for or very similar to each other




•
 
a fiercely contested quarterfinal between two well-matched teams.



















well matured






adjective




(of certain foods and drinks) having a rich, satisfying flavor developed through aging




•
 
a well-matured Merlot.



















well meaning

 
well meant






adjective




well intentioned




•
 
well-meaning friends.



















wellness

 
/ˌwelnis/






noun




the state or condition of being in good physical and mental health




•
 
when you come right down to it, stress affects every aspect of wellness.



















well-nigh

 
/ˈwel ˈˌnī/






adverb






‹chiefly literary›

 almost




•
 
a task that is well-nigh impossible.



















well-off






adjective



1.
 
wealthy




•
 
her family is quite well-off.










2.
 
in a favorable situation or circumstances




•
 
they were well-off without her.



















well oiled






adjective



1.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 drunk.




2.
 
(especially of an organization) operating smoothly




•
 
the ruling party's well-oiled political machine.



















well ordered






adjective




arranged or organized in an orderly way




•
 
the only rash decision of his well-ordered life.



















well paid






adjective




earning or providing good pay




•
 
a well-paid job.



















well placed






adjective



1.
 
cleverly or judiciously positioned or deployed




•
 
I obtained the information through well-placed questions.










2.
 
having a fortunate or advantageous position




•
 
the country is well placed to take advantage of the singles market.



















well pleased






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
highly gratified or satisfied




•
 
Moore paused, well pleased with the effect.



















well preserved






adjective



1.
 
(of something old) having remained in good condition.




2.
 
(of an old person) showing little sign of aging.













well proportioned






adjective




having dimensions that are in proportion and give a balanced, pleasing effect




•
 
the house has a spacious layout with well-proportioned rooms.



















well read






adjective




(of a person) knowledgeable and informed as a result of extensive reading




•
 
Ada was 
well read in

 French and German literature.



















well rounded






adjective



1.
 
having a smooth, curved shape




•
 
well-rounded quartz pebbles.










2.
 
(of a person) plump.




3.
 
pleasingly varied or balanced




•
 
a dry, robust, well-rounded wine.










4.
 
(of a person) having a personality that is fully developed in all aspects.




5.
 
(of a phrase or sentence) carefully composed and balanced.




6.
 
(of an education) covering well the necessary areas of instruction.














Wells, Fargo & Co.

 
/welz ˈfärɡō/






a US transportation company founded in 1852 by the businessmen 
Henry Wells

 (1805–78) and 
William Fargo

 (1818–81) and others. It carried mail to and from the newly developed West, founded a San Francisco bank, and later ran a stagecoach service.









Wells, H. G.

 
/welz/






(1866–1946), English novelist; full name 
Herbert George Wells

 . He wrote some of the earliest science fiction novels, such as 
The War of the Worlds

 (1898), which combined political satire with warnings about the powers of science.









well set






adjective



1.
 
(of a construction) firmly established; solidly fixed or arranged.




2.
 
(also 
well-set-up

 )
 — (of a person) strongly built.













well spent






adjective




(of money or time) usefully or profitably expended




•
 
time spent in taking stock is time well spent.



















well spoken






adjective




(of a person) speaking in an educated and refined manner.













wellspring

 
/ˈwelˌspriNG/






noun






‹literary›

 an original and bountiful source of something




•
 
sadness is the wellspring of creativity.



















well taken






adjective




(of a comment, argument, etc.) shrewd and accurate




•
 
though she often makes her case too earnestly, her points are well taken.



















well tempered






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) having a cheerful or emotionally stable disposition.




2.
 
(of a process or activity) properly regulated, controlled, or moderated.













well-thought-of

 
//






adjective




having a good reputation; admired or respected by others




•
 
he was very well-thought-of within the club.



















well-thought-out

 
//






adjective




carefully considered and planned




•
 
an excellent and well-thought-out presentation.



















well thumbed






adjective




(of a book, magazine, etc.) having been read often and bearing marks of frequent handling.













well timed






adjective




occurring at an appropriate time; timely




•
 
a well-timed exit.



















well-to-do

 
/ˈˌwel də ˈdo͞o/






adjective




wealthy; prosperous




•
 
a well-to-do family.



















well traveled






adjective



1.
 
(of a person) having traveled widely.




2.
 
(of a route) much frequented by travelers.













well trodden






adjective




much frequented by travelers




•
 
a well-trodden path.



















well turned





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a compliment, phrase, or verse) elegantly expressed.




2.
 
(especially of an ankle or leg) having an elegant and attractive shape.











– origin

 originally with reference to the turning of a piece of work on a lathe.





well upholstered






adjective



1.
 
(of a chair or sofa) having plenty of padding.




2.
 


‹humorous›

 (of a person) fat.













well used






adjective



1.
 
much used




•
 
a well-used route.










2.
 
worn or shabby through much use, handling, or wear




•
 
a well-used manual typewriter.



















well-wisher

 
/ˈwelˌwiSHər/






noun




a person who desires happiness or success for another, or who expresses such a desire.













well worn






adjective



1.
 
showing the signs of extensive use or wear




•
 
a well-worn leather armchair.










2.
 
(of a phrase, idea, or joke) used or repeated so often that it no longer has interest or significance.













well wrought






adjective




skillfully constructed or put together




•
 
a well-wrought argument.



















welly

 
/ˈwelē /

 
wellie






noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 short for wellington
 .




2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 power or vigor




•
 
I like big, fat voices with plenty of welly.



















welsh

 
/welSH /

 
welch





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
welsh on

 )


1.
 
fail to honor (a debt or obligation incurred through a promise or agreement)




•
 
banks began welshing on their agreement not to convert dollar reserves into gold.














II.
 
derivatives





welsher

 
/ˈwelSHər /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.






Welsh

 
/welSH/





I.
 
adjective




of or relating to Wales, its people, or their Celtic language.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the Celtic language of Wales, spoken by about 500,000 people (mainly bilingual in English). Descended from the Brythonic language spoken in most of Roman Britain, it has been strongly revived after a long decline.




2.
 
(as 
plural noun

 
the Welsh

 )
 — the people of Wales collectively.








III.
 
derivatives





Welshness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
Welisc

 , 
Wælisc

 , from a Germanic word meaning ‘foreigner;’ compare with Latin 
Volcae

 , the name of a Celtic people in southern Gaul.






Welsh corgi





I.
 
noun




a dog of a short-legged breed with a foxlike head.











– origin

 1920s: from Welsh, from 
cor

 ‘dwarf’ + 
ci

 ‘dog.’





Welshman

 
/ˈwelSHmən/






noun




a male native or inhabitant of Wales, or a man of Welsh descent.













Welsh poppy






noun




a yellow- or orange-flowered European poppy of shady rocky places.

[
Meconopsis cambrica

 , family 
Papaveraceae

 .]













Welsh rarebit

 
Welsh rabbit






noun




another term for rarebit
 .













Welsh terrier

 
/welSH ˈterēər/






noun




a stocky, rough-coated, typically black-and-tan terrier of a breed with a square muzzle and drop ears.













Welshwoman

 
/ˈwelSHˌwo͝omən/






noun




a female native or inhabitant of Wales, or a woman of Welsh descent.













welt

 
/welt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a leather rim sewn around the edge of a shoe upper to which the sole is attached.




2.
 
a ribbed, reinforced, or decorative border of a garment or pocket.




3.
 
a red, swollen mark left on flesh by a blow or pressure.




4.
 
a heavy blow.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
provide with a welt.




2.
 
strike (someone or something) hard and heavily




•
 
I could have welted her.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — develop a raised scar




•
 
his lip was beginning to thicken and welt from the blow.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





Weltanschauung

 
/ˈveltˌänˌSHouəNG/





I.
 
noun




a particular philosophy or view of life; the worldview of an individual or group.











– origin

 German, from 
Welt

 ‘world’ + 
Anschauung

 ‘perception.’





welter1


 
/ˈweltər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 move in a turbulent fashion




•
 
the streams foam and welter.










2.
 


‹literary›

 lie steeped in blood with no help or care.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a large number of items in no order; a confused mass




•
 
there's such a welter of conflicting rules.










2.
 
a state of general disorder




•
 
the attack petered out in a welter of bloody, confused fighting.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘writhe, wallow’): from Middle Dutch and Middle Low German 
welteren

 .





welter2


 
/ˈweltər/






noun




short for welterweight
 .














welterweight

 
/ˈweltərˌwāt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a weight in boxing and other sports intermediate between lightweight and middleweight. In the amateur boxing scale it ranges from 140 to 147 pounds (63.5–67 kg).




2.
 
a welterweight boxer or other competitor.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
welter

 of unknown origin.





Weltschmerz

 
/ˈveltˌSHmerts/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of melancholy and world-weariness.











– origin

 German, from 
Welt

 ‘world’ + 
Schmerz

 ‘pain.’





Welty, Eudora

 
/ˈweltē/






(1909–2001), US novelist, short-story writer, and critic. Her novels chiefly focus on life in the South and contain Gothic elements; they include 
Delta Wedding

 (1946) and 
The Optimist's Daughter

 (1972), which won a Pulitzer Prize.









welwitschia

 
/welˈwiCHēə/





I.
 
noun




a gymnospermous plant of desert regions in southwestern Africa that has a dwarf, massive trunk, two long strap-shaped leaves, and male and female flowers in the scales of scarlet cones. It is remarkable for its ability to extract moisture from fog.

[Genus 
Welwitschia

 , family 
Welwitschiaceae

 : one species, 
W. mirabilis

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, named after Friedrich 
Welwitsch

 (1806–72), Austrian botanist.






wen1


 
/wen/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a boil or other swelling or growth on the skin, especially a sebaceous cyst.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 an outstandingly large or overcrowded city




•
 
the great wen of London.

















– origin

 Old English 
wen(n)

 , of unknown origin; compare with Low German 
wehne

 ‘tumor, wart.’





wen2


 
/wen/






noun




old-fashioned spelling of wynn
 .













Wenatchee

 
/wəˈnaCHē/






a city in central Washington, on the Columbia River, near the Wenatchee Mountains; pop. 29,898 (est. 2008).









Wenceslas

 
/ˈwensəsläs /

 
Wenceslaus






(1361–1419), king of Bohemia (as Wenceslas IV) 1378–1419. He became king of Germany, Holy Roman Emperor, and king of Bohemia in the same year, but was deposed by the German electors in 1400.









Wenceslas, St.

 
Wenceslaus






(
c.

 907–29), duke of Bohemia and patron saint of the Czech Republic; also known as 
Good King Wenceslas

 . He worked to Christianize the people of Bohemia but was murdered by his brother; he later became venerated as a martyr. Feast day, September 28.









wench

 
/wen(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 a girl or young woman.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 
‹archaic›

 a prostitute.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a man) consort with prostitutes.








III.
 
derivatives





wencher






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: abbreviation of obsolete 
wenchel

 ‘child, servant, prostitute’; perhaps related to Old English 
wancol

 ‘unsteady, inconstant.’





Wen-Chou

 
/ˈwen ˈCHō/






variant of Wenzhou
 .










wend

 
/wend/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
wend one's way

 )


1.
 
go in a specified direction, typically slowly or by an indirect route




•
 
they wended their way across the city.

















– origin

 Old English 
wendan

 ‘to turn, depart,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
wenden

 , also to wind
 2
 .






Wend

 
/wend/





I.
 
noun




another term for Sorb
 .











– origin

 from German 
Wende

 , of unknown origin.






Wendish

 
/ˈwendiSH/






adjective, noun




another term for Sorbian
 .













Wensleydale

 
/ˈwenzlēˌdāl/






noun




a light-yellow, firm-textured cow's milk cheese made in England.













went

 
/went/






past of go
 1
 .









wentletrap

 
/ˈwen(t)lˌtrap/





I.
 
noun




a marine mollusk that has a tall spiral shell with many whorls that are ringed with oblique ridges.

[Family 
Epitoniidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : numerous species.]











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from Dutch 
wenteltrap

 , literally ‘winding stair.’






Wenzhou

 
/ˈwənˈjō, ˈwen- /

 
Wen-Chou






an industrial city in Zhejiang province, in eastern China; pop. 633,600 (est. 2006).









wept

 
/wept/






past and past participle of weep
 .









were

 
/wər/






second person singular past, plural past, and past subjunctive of be
 .









we're

 
/wir wər/






contraction




we are.













weren't

 
/wər(ə)nt/






contraction




were not.













werewolf

 
/ˈwerˌwo͝olf/





I.
 
noun




(in myth or fiction) a person who changes for periods of time into a wolf, typically when there is a full moon.











– origin

 late Old English 
werewulf

 ; the first element has usually been identified with Old English 
wer

 ‘man.’ In modern use the word has been revived through folklore studies.





Werner, Alfred

 
/ˈvernər/






(1866–1919), Swiss chemist, born in France. He showed that stereochemistry was general to the whole of chemistry and was a pioneer in the study of coordination compounds. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1913).









Werner's syndrome

 
/ˈwərnərz ˌsindrōm/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a rare hereditary syndrome causing rapid premature aging, susceptibility to cancer, and other disorders.











– origin

 1930s: named after Carl O. 
Werner

 (1879–1936), German physician.






Wernicke's area

 
/ˈve(ə)rnikēz, -kəz/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 a region of the brain concerned with the comprehension of language, located in the cortex of the dominant temporal lobe. Damage in this area causes 
Wernicke's aphasia

 , characterized by superficially fluent, grammatical speech but an inability to use or understand more than the most basic nouns and verbs.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Karl 
Wernicke

 (1848–1905), German neuropsychiatrist.





Wernicke's encephalopathy

 
Wernicke's syndrome





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a neurological disorder caused by thiamine deficiency, typically from chronic alcoholism or persistent vomiting, and marked by mental confusion, abnormal eye movements, and unsteady gait.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after K. 
Wernicke

 (see Wernicke's area
 ).





wert

 
/wərt/






archaic second person singular past of be
 .









Weser

 
/ˈvāzər/






a river in northwestern Germany that forms at the junction of the Werra and Fulda rivers in Lower Saxony and flows north for 182 miles (292 km) to the North Sea near Bremerhaven.









Wesley, John

 
/ˈwezlē, ˈweslē/






(1703–91), English preacher and cofounder of Methodism. Wesley won many working-class converts, but the opposition encountered from the establishment of the Church of England led to the Methodists forming a separate denomination in 1791. His brother 
Charles

 (1707–88) was also a founding Methodist.









Wesleyan

 
/ˈweslēən ˈwezlēən/





I.
 
adjective




of, relating to, or denoting the teachings of John Wesley or the main branch of the Methodist Church that he founded.








II.
 
noun




a follower of Wesley or adherent of the main Methodist tradition.








III.
 
derivatives





Wesleyanism

 
/ˈweslēəˌnizəm ˈwezlēəˌnizəm /






noun





















Wessex

 
/ˈwesəks/






the kingdom of the West Saxons, established in Hampshire in the early 6th century and gradually extended by conquest to include much of southern England.










Wessi

 
/ˈwesē, ˈvesē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a citizen of West Germany.

Compare with Ossi
 .











– origin

 probably from German 
Westdeutsche

 ‘West German.’






west

 
/west/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
the west

 )


1.
 
the direction toward the point of the horizon where the sun sets at the equinoxes, on the left-hand side of a person facing north, or the part of the horizon lying in this direction




•
 
the evening sun glowed from the west




•
 
a patrol aimed to create a diversion 
to the west of

 the city.










2.
 
the compass point corresponding to this.




3.
 
the western part of the world or of a specified country, region, or town




•
 
it will become windy in the west.










4.
 
(usu. 
the West

 )
 — Europe and its culture seen in contrast to other civilizations.




5.
 
(usu. 
the West

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 the noncommunist states of Europe and North America, contrasted with the former communist states of eastern Europe.




6.
 
(usu. 
the West

 )
 — the western part of the US, especially the states west of the Mississippi.




7.
 
[as 
name

 ] (
West

 )
 — 

[Bridge]

 the player sitting to the right of North and partnering East.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — lying toward, near, or facing the west




•
 
the west coast.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the west.




3.
 
of or denoting the western part of a specified area, city, or country or its inhabitants




•
 
West Africa.














III.
 
adverb




to or toward the west




•
 
he faced west and watched the sunset




•
 
the accident happened a mile 
west of

 Bowes.

















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
west

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
hesperos

 , Latin 
vesper

 ‘evening.’





West, Benjamin

 
/west/






(1738–1820), US painter, resident in Britain from 1763. He became historical painter to George III in 1769 and the second president of the Royal Academy in 1792.









West, Dame Rebecca






(1892–1983), British writer and feminist, born in Ireland; born 
Cicily Isabel Fairfield

 . She is best remembered for 
The Meaning of Treason

 (1949), a study of the Nuremberg trials. Other notable works: 
Black Lamb and Grey Falcon

 (1942) and 
The Fountain Overflows

 (1957).









West, Dorothy






(1907–98), US writer. She wrote about racism and class and was a spokesman for the Harlem Renaissance during the 1920s. Her novels include 
The Living Is Easy

 (1948) and 
The Wedding

 (1995). 
The Richer, the Poorer

 (1995) is a collection of autobiographical pieces.









West, Jerry






(1938–), US basketball player and coach; full name 
Jerry Alan West

 . A guard, he played for the Los Angeles Lakers 1960–74. After retiring as a player, he coached the Lakers 1976–79 and then became their general manager in 1982. Basketball Hall of Fame (1979).









West, Mae






(1892–1980), US actress and playwright. She established her reputation on Broadway in her own comedies, 
Sex

 (1926) and 
Diamond Lil

 (1928), which are memorable for their spirited approach to sexual matters, before she embarked on her successful Hollywood career in the 1930s.









West, Nathanael






(1903–40), US writer; born 
Nathan Wallenstein Weinstein

 . His works include novels such as 
Miss Lonelyhearts

 (1933), 
A Cool Million

 (1934), and 
The Day of the Locust

 (1939).









West Africa

 
/west ˈafrəkə/






the western part of the African continent, especially the countries bounded by and including Mauritania, Mali, and Niger in the north and Gabon in the south.









West Allis

 
/ˌwest ˈalis/






an industrial city in southeastern Wisconsin, southwest of Milwaukee; pop. 59,416 (est. 2008).









West Bank

 
/ˈˌwes(t) ˈbaNGk/






a region west of the Jordan River and northwest of the Dead Sea; pop. 2,461,300 (est. 2009). It includes Jericho, Hebron, Nablus, Bethlehem, and other settlements. It became part of Jordan in 1948 and was occupied by Israel following the Six Day War of 1967. An agreement was signed in 1993 that granted limited autonomy to the Palestinians, who comprise 97 percent of its inhabitants; withdrawal of Israeli troops began in 1994 but conflict in the area continues.









West Bend






an industrial city in southeastern Wisconsin, on the Milwaukee River; pop. 29,894 (est. 2008).









West Bengal

 
/ˈˌwes(t) ˈbeNGɡəl/






a state in eastern India; capital, Kolkata (Calcutta).









West Berlin






See Berlin
 .









westbound

 
/ˈwes(t)bound/






adjective




leading or traveling toward the west




•
 
I need a westbound train.



















West Bromwich

 
/ˌwest ˈbrämiCH/






an industrial town in western central England; pop. 127,000 (est. 2009).









Westbrook

 
/ˈwestbro͝ok/






a city in southern Maine; a western suburb of Portland; pop. 16,534 (est. 2008).









Westchester County

 
/ˌwesˌCHestər ˈkoun(t)ē/






a suburban county in southeastern New York, northeast of New York City; pop. 953,943 (est. 2008).









West Coast






noun




the western seaboard of the US from Washington to California.













West Country

 
/ˈwes(t) ˌkəntrē/






the southwestern counties of England.









West Covina

 
/ˌwest kōˈvēnə/






a city in southwestern California, east of Los Angeles; pop. 105,790 (est. 2008).









West Des Moines






a city in south central Iowa, a western suburb of Des Moines; pop. 55,426 (est. 2008).









West End

 
/ˈˌwest ˈend/






the entertainment and shopping area of London to the west of the City.









westering

 
/ˈwestəriNG/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 (especially of the sun) nearing the west.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from the literary verb 
wester

 , from west
 .





westerly

 
/ˈwestərlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb



1.
 
in a westward position or direction


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the westerly end of Sunset Boulevard




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
our plan was to keep westerly.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the west


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
a stiff westerly breeze.














II.
 
noun

 — (often 
westerlies

 )


1.
 
a wind blowing from the west.




2.
 
(
westerlies

 )
 — the belt of prevailing westerly winds in the mid-latitudes of the northern and southern hemispheres.











– origin

 late 15th cent.: from obsolete 
wester

 ‘western’ + -ly
 1
 .





Westerly

 
/ˈwestərlē/






an industrial and resort town in southwestern Rhode Island, on the Connecticut border; pop. 23,377 (est. 2008).









western

 
/ˈwestərn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — situated in the west, or directed toward or facing the west




•
 
there will be showers in some western areas.










2.
 
(of a wind) blowing from the west.




3.
 
(usu. 
Western

 )
 — living in or originating from the west, in particular Europe or the US




•
 
Western society.










4.
 
of, relating to, or characteristic of the West or its inhabitants




•
 
the history of Western art.










5.
 


‹historical›

 of or originating in the noncommunist states of Europe and North America in contrast to the Eastern bloc.








II.
 
noun




a film, television drama, or novel about cowboys in the western US, especially in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.








III.
 
derivatives





westernmost

 
/ˈwestərnˌmōst /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
westerne

 (see west
 , -ern
 ).





Western Australia






a state in western Australia; pop. 2,171,197 (2008); capital, Perth. It was colonized by the British in 1826 and was federated with the other states of Australia in 1901.









Western blot





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 an adaptation of the Southern blot procedure, used to identify specific amino-acid sequences in proteins.











– origin

 suggested by Southern blot
 .





Western Cape






a province in southwestern South Africa, formerly part of Cape Province; capital, Cape Town.









Western Church






the part of the Christian Church historically originating in the Latin Church of the Western Roman Empire, including the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican, Lutheran, and Reformed Churches, especially as distinct from the Eastern Orthodox Church.










Western Desert






Egyptian name for Libyan Desert
 .









Western Empire






the western part of the Roman Empire, after its division in 
AD

 395.









westerner

 
/ˈwestərnər /

 
Westerner






noun




a native or inhabitant of the west, especially of western Europe or North America.













Western Front






the zone of fighting in western Europe in World War I, in which the German army engaged the armies to its west, i.e., France, the UK (and its dominions), and, from 1917, the US. For most of the war the front line stretched from the Vosges mountains in eastern France through Amiens to Ostend in Belgium.









western hemisphere






the half of the earth that contains the Americas.









western hemlock






noun




a large coniferous tree with flattened needles of two different sizes, grown for pulp and as an ornamental. It occurs chiefly along the Pacific coast from northern California to Alaska and in the northern Rocky Mountains.

[
Tsuga heterophylla

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]














Western Isles

 
/ˈwestərn īlz/






another name for Hebrides
 .









westernize

 
/ˈwestərˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be westernized

 )


1.
 
cause (a country, person, or system) to adopt or be influenced by the cultural, economic, or political systems of Europe and North America




•
 
the agreement provided for the legal system to be westernized




•
 (as 
adj.

 
westernized

 )
 
the more westernized parts of the city.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be in the process of adopting or being influenced by the systems of the West


(as 
adj.

 
westernizing

 )


•
 
a westernizing tribe.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
westernization

 
/ˌwestərnəˈzāSH(ə)n ˌwestərˌnīˈzāSH(ə)n /






noun













2.
 
westernizer






noun





















western omelet






noun




an omelet containing a filling of onion, green pepper, and ham.













Western Roman Empire






see Roman Empire
 .









Western saddle

 
/ˈwestərn ˈsadl/






noun




a saddle with a deep seat, high pommel and cantle, and broad stirrups.














Western Sahara

 
/ˈˌwestərn səˈherə ˈˌwestərn səˈhärə/






a region in northwestern Africa, on the Atlantic coast between Morocco and Mauritania; pop. 405,200 (est. 2009); capital, Laayoune. Formerly an overseas Spanish province called Spanish Sahara, it was renamed and annexed by Morocco and Mauritania in 1976. Mauritania withdrew in 1979 and Morocco extended its control over the entire region. A liberation movement, the Polisario Front, which had launched a guerrilla war against the Spanish in 1973, continued its struggle against Morocco in an attempt to establish an independent Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic; a ceasefire came into effect in 1991.









Western Samoa






see Samoa
 .









western sandwich






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a sandwich having a western omelet as a filling.













Western swing






noun




a style of country music influenced by jazz, popular in the 1930s.














Western Wall






a high wall in Jerusalem said to stand on the site of Herod's temple, where Jews traditionally pray and lament on Fridays.

Also called Wailing Wall
 .









Westerville

 
/ˈwestərˌvil/






a city in central Ohio, northeast of Columbus; pop. 36,231 (est. 2008).









west-facing

 
/ˈwestˌfāsiNG/






adjective




facing the west




•
 
a small west-facing patio area.




















Westfalen

 
/vestˈfälən/






German name for Westphalia
 .









West Fargo






a city in southeastern North Dakota, a suburb of Fargo; pop. 23,708 (est. 2008).









Westfield

 
/ˈwestfēld/





I.
 
an industrial city in western Massachusetts; pop. 40,608 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a town in northeastern New Jersey, west of Elizabeth; pop. 29,450 (est. 2008).









West Flanders






a province of northwestern Belgium; capital, Bruges.










West Germanic





I.
 
noun




the western group of Germanic languages, comprising High and Low German, Dutch, Frisian, and English.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to West Germanic.













West Hartford






a town in central Connecticut, west of Hartford; pop. 60,495 (est. 2008).









West Haven






a town in southwestern Connecticut, west of New Haven; pop. 52,420 (est. 2008).









West Highland terrier

 
West Highland white terrier






noun




a dog of a small, short-legged breed of terrier with a white coat and erect ears and tail, developed in the West Highlands.













West Hollywood






a city in southwestern California, northeast of Beverly Hills; pop. 36,005 (est. 2008).









West Indian

 
/ˌwest ˈindēən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of any of the islands of the West Indies.




2.
 
a person of West Indian descent.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the West Indies or its people.













West Indies

 
/ˌwest ˈindēz/






a chain of islands that extends from the Florida peninsula to the coast of Venezuela and lies between the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. They consist of three main island groups: the Greater and Lesser Antilles and the Bahamas, with Bermuda lying further to the north. Originally inhabited by Arawak and Carib Indians, the islands were visited by Columbus in 1492 and named by him in the belief that he had reached the coast of India. The islands now consist of a number of independent states and British, French, Dutch, and US dependencies.









westing

 
/ˈwestiNG/






noun



1.
 
distance traveled or measured westward, especially at sea.




2.
 
a figure or line representing westward distance on a map.













Westinghouse, George

 
/ˈwestiNGˌhous/






(1846–1914), US engineer. He is best known for developing vacuum-operated safety brakes and electrically controlled signals for railroads. He held over 400 patents and built up a huge company to manufacture his products.










West Irian






another name for Irian Jaya
 .









West Jordan






a city in north central Utah, south of Salt Lake City; pop. 104,447 (est. 2008).









West Lafayette






a city in west central Indiana, across the Wabash River from Lafayette, home to Purdue University; pop. 30,847 (est. 2008).









Westland

 
/ˈwestlənd/






a city in southeastern Michigan, a western suburb of Detroit; pop. 78,961 (est. 2008).










Westmann Islands

 
/ˈwes(t)mən, ˈves(t)-/






a group of fifteen volcanic islands off the southern coast of Iceland.

Icelandic name Vestmannaeyjar
 .









Westmeath

 
/ˌwes(t)ˈmēTH, -ˈmēT͟H/






a county of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster; county town, Mullingar.









West Memphis






an industrial and commercial city in northeastern Arkansas, across the Mississippi River from Memphis in Tennessee; pop. 27,070 (est. 2008).









West Mifflin

 
/ˌwest ˈmiflən/






an industrial borough in southwestern Pennsylvania, southeast of Pittsburgh; pop. 20,669 (est. 2008).









Westminster

 
/ˈwes(t)ˌminstər/





I.
 
an industrial and commercial city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 88,975 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a city in north central Colorado, northwest of Denver; pop. 107,056 (est. 2008).




III.
 
an inner London borough that contains the Houses of Parliament and many government offices. Full name 
City of Westminster

 .




IV.
 
used in reference to the British Parliament




•
 
Westminster enforced successive cuts in pay.















Westminster Abbey






the collegiate church of St. Peter in Westminster, London, originally the abbey church of a Benedictine monastery. Nearly all the kings and queens of England have been crowned in Westminster Abbey; it is also the burial place of many of England's monarchs and other leading figures.









West New York






an industrial and residential town in northeastern New Jersey, on the Hudson River, across from New York City; pop. 46,472 (est. 2008).









West Nile virus






noun




a flavivirus of African origin that can be spread to humans and other mammals via mosquitoes, causing encephalitis and flulike symptoms, with some fatalities.













west-northwest

 
/ˌwestˌnôrˈwest/






noun




the direction or compass point midway between west and northwest.













West Orange






a suburban township in northeastern New Jersey, northwest of Newark; pop. 42,617 (est. 2008).









West Palm Beach






a resort city in southeastern Florida; pop. 98,779 (est. 2008).









West Papua






a province of Indonesia in the western part of the island of New Guinea.










Westphalia

 
/westˈfālyə/






a former province of northwestern Germany.

German name Westfalen
 .









Westphalia, Treaty of






the peace accord (1648) that ended the Thirty Years War, signed simultaneously in Osnabrück and Münster.









Westphalian

 
/ˌwes(t)ˈfālēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the former German province of Westphalia or its inhabitants




•
 
a sleepy Westphalian village.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the former German province of Westphalia




•
 
the prince was himself a Westphalian.



















West Point

 
/ˈˌwes(t) ˈpoint/






the US Military Academy, founded in 1802, located on the site of a former strategic fort on the west bank of the Hudson River in New York.









Westport

 
/ˈwestpôrt/





I.
 
a town in southwestern Connecticut, an affluent suburb southwest of Bridgeport; pop. 26,592 (est. 2008).




II.
 
a former town, now part of Kansas City in Missouri, that was a 19th-century gateway to the westbound Santa Fe Trail.









West Quoddy Head

 
/ˌwest ˌkwädē ˈhed/






the easternmost (66° 57ʹ W) point in the US, in Lubec in Maine, south of Passamaquoddy Bay.









West Roxbury






a southwestern district of Boston, Massachusetts. It was a separate town until 1874 and was the site of the experimental Brook Farm.









West Saxon





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a native or inhabitant of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Wessex.




2.
 
the dialect of Old English used by the West Saxons, the chief literary dialect of Old English.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the West Saxons or their dialect.













West Seneca






a town in western New York, southeast of Buffalo; pop. 43,795 (est. 2008).









West Side






the residential and commercial districts west of Fifth Avenue in Manhattan in New York City.









west-southwest

 
/ˌwestˌsouˈwest/






noun




the direction or compass point midway between west and southwest.













West Valley City






a city in north central Utah, south of Salt Lake City; pop. 123,447 (est. 2008).










West Virginia

 
/ˌwest vərˈjinēə/






a state in the eastern US; pop. 1,814,468 (est. 2008); capital, Charleston; statehood, June 20, 1863 (35). It separated from Virginia in 1861, at the beginning of the Civil War, because the two areas were at odds over the questions of secession and of slavery.









West Virginian

 
/ˌwes(t) vərˈjinēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the US state of West Virginia or its inhabitants




•
 
the West Virginian wilderness.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the US state of West Virginia




•
 
a West Virginian holding a doctorate degree.



















westward

 
/ˈwestwərd/





I.
 
adjective




toward the west




•
 
the journey covers eight time zones in a westward direction.














II.
 
adverb




in a westerly direction




•
 
the vast prairie lands extending from northern Ohio westward.














III.
 
noun

 — (
the westward

 )


1.
 
a direction or region toward the west




•
 
he sees a light 
to the westward

 .














IV.
 
derivatives





westwardly






adverb





















West Warwick

 
/ˌwest ˈwôrwik/






a town in central Rhode Island, southwest of Providence; pop. 29,255 (est. 2008).









Westwood

 
/ˈwestwo͝od/






a section in western Los Angeles in California, home to the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA).










wet

 
/wet/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
covered or saturated with water or another liquid




•
 
she followed, slipping on the wet rock.










2.
 
(of the weather) rainy




•
 
a wet, windy evening.










3.
 
(of paint, ink, plaster, or a similar substance) not yet having dried or hardened.




4.
 
(of a baby or young child) having urinated in its diaper or underwear.




5.
 
involving the use of water or liquid




•
 
wet methods of photography.










6.
 


‹informal›

 (of a country or region or of its legislation) allowing the sale of alcoholic beverages.




7.
 
(of a person) addicted to alcohol.




8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 showing a lack of forcefulness or strength of character; feeble




•
 
they thought the cadets were a bit wet.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover or touch with liquid; moisten




•
 
he wet a finger and flicked through the pages




•
 (as 
noun

 
wetting

 )
 
the wetting caused an aggravation of his gout.










2.
 
(especially of a baby or young child) urinate in or on




•
 
the child wet the bed.










3.
 
(
wet oneself

 )
 — urinate involuntarily.








III.
 
noun



1.
 
liquid that makes something damp




•
 
I could feel the wet of his tears.










2.
 
(
the wet

 )
 — rainy weather




•
 
the race was held in the wet.










3.
 


(US)

 a person opposed to the prohibition of alcoholic beverages.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a person lacking forcefulness or strength of character.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
all wet








(N. Amer.)

 completely wrong.









2.
 
wet behind the ears








‹informal›

 lacking experience; immature.









3.
 
wet through (or to the skin)






with one's clothes soaked; completely drenched.









4.
 
wet one's whistle








‹informal›

 have a drink.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wetly

 
/ˈwetlē /






adverb













2.
 
wettable

 
/ˈwedəb(ə)l /






adjective













3.
 
wettish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wǣt

 (adjective and noun), 
wǣtan

 (verb); related to water
 .





weta

 
/ˈwedə/





I.
 
noun




a large brown wingless insect related to the grasshoppers, with long spiny legs and wood-boring larvae, found only in New Zealand.

[Family 
Stenopelmatidae

 : several genera, including 
Deinacrida

 (the 
giant wetas

 ).]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Maori.





wetback

 
/ˈwetˌbak/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a Mexican living in the US, especially without official authorization.











– origin

 1920s: so named from the practice of swimming the Rio Grande to reach the US.





wet bar






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a bar or counter equipped with running water and a sink, for serving alcoholic drinks at home.













wet blanket

 
/ˈwet ˈˌblaNGkət/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who spoils other people's fun by failing to join in with or by disapproving of their activities.













wet bulb






noun




one of the two thermometers of a psychrometer, the bulb of which is enclosed in wetted material so that water is constantly evaporating from it and cooling the bulb.














wet cell

 
/wet sel/






noun




a primary electric cell in which the electrolyte is a liquid.

Compare with dry cell
 .













wet dock

 
/wet däk/






noun




a dock in which water is maintained at a level that keeps a vessel afloat.













wet dream

 
/ˈˌwet ˈdrēm/






noun




an erotic dream associated with involuntary ejaculation of semen.













wet fly






noun




an artificial fishing fly designed to sink below the surface of the water.













wether

 
/ˈweT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




a castrated ram.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
weer

 and German 
Widder

 .





Wethersfield

 
/ˈweT͟Hərzˌfēld/






a historic town in central Connecticut, south of Hartford on the Connecticut River; pop. 25,719 (est. 2008).









wetland

 
/ˈwetˌland ˈwetˌlənd/






noun

 — (also 
wetlands

 )


1.
 
land consisting of marshes or swamps; saturated land.













wet look






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an artificially wet or shiny appearance, in particular one possessed by a clothing fabric or achieved by applying a type of gel to the hair.













wetness

 
/ˈwetnəs/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being covered or saturated with water or another liquid; dampness




•
 
the pale brown of the rock was blotched with wetness




•
 
he wiped the wetness from his face with the edge of his shirt.










2.
 
rainy weather




•
 
the long dark wetness of winter.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a lack of forcefulness or strength of character; feebleness




•
 
a profession which regards loyalty as weakness and decency as wetness.



















wet nurse

 
/ˈwet nərs/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a woman employed to suckle another woman's child.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act as a wet nurse to.




2.
 


‹informal›

 look after (someone) as though they were a helpless infant.













wet pack






noun




a session of hydrotherapy in which the body is wrapped in wet cloth.













wet plate

 
/wet plāt/






noun






[Photography]

 a sensitized collodion plate exposed in the camera while the collodion is moist.













wet room






noun




a bathroom in which the shower is open or set behind a single wall, its floor area being flush with the floor of the rest of the room and the water draining away through an outlet set into the floor.













wetsuit

 
/ˈwetˌso͞ot/






noun




a close-fitting garment of neoprene or similar material typically covering most of the body but not designed to exclude water, worn for warmth in water sports or diving.

Compare with drysuit
 .













wetting agent

 
/ˈwediNG ˈājənt/






noun




a chemical that can be added to a liquid to reduce its surface tension and make it more effective in spreading over and penetrating surfaces.













wetware

 
/ˈwetˌwer/






noun



1.
 


‹humorous›

 human brain cells or thought processes regarded as analogous to, or in contrast with, computer systems.




2.
 
(chiefly in science fiction) computer technology in which the brain is linked to artificial systems, or used as a model for artificial systems based on biochemical processes.













wet wipe






noun




a small disposable cloth treated with a cleansing agent, used especially for personal hygiene




•
 
keep wet wipes on hand for use before and after snacks.



















we've

 
/wēv/






contraction




we have.













Wexford

 
/ˈweksfərd/





I.
 
a county in the southeast of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster.




II.
 
the county town of Wexford, a port on the Irish Sea; pop. 8,894 (2006).









Weymouth

 
/ˈwāməTH/






a town in eastern Massachusetts, southeast of Boston; pop. 53,261 (est. 2008).









w.f.






abbreviation






[Printing]

 wrong font (used as a proofreading mark).














whack

 
/(h)wak /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike forcefully with a sharp blow




•
 
his attacker whacked him on the head




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she found a stick to 
whack at

 the branches.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 murder




•
 
he was whacked while sitting in his car.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp or resounding blow.




2.
 
a try or attempt




•
 
we decided to 
take a whack at

 spotting the decade's trends.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 a specified share of or contribution to something




•
 
motorists 
pay

 a fair 
whack

 for the use of the roads through taxes.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a (or one) whack








‹informal›

 at one time




•
 
he built twenty houses at one whack.















2.
 
out of whack








(N. Amer.)

 
(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 out of order; not working




•
 
all their calculations were out of whack.


















IV.
 
phrasal verbs





whack off








‹vulgar slang›

 masturbate.












V.
 
derivatives





whacker

 
/ˈ(h)wakər /






noun



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: imitative, or perhaps an alteration of thwack
 .





whack-a-mole

 
/ˈwakəˌmōl/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Whac-a-Mole

 )
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 an arcade game in which players use a mallet to hit toy moles, which appear at random, back into their holes




•
 
next time you are near a kiddie amusement park, go in and play a round of whack-a-mole.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 used with reference to a situation in which attempts to solve a problem are piecemeal or superficial, resulting only in temporary or minor improvement




•
 
the site's security team has an ongoing battle against spammers, but it's a game of whack-a-mole.



















whacked

 
/(h)wakt /

 
whacked out






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 completely exhausted




•
 
I'm not staying long—I'm whacked.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 under the influence of drugs




•
 
a whacked-out, drug-addicted child.



















whacking

 
/ˈ(h)wakiNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 very large




•
 
she poured us two whacking drinks




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
he dug a whacking great hole.



















whacko

 
/ˈwakō/






adjective, noun




variant spelling of wacko
 .













whale1


 
/(h)wāl/





I.
 
noun




a very large marine mammal with a streamlined hairless body, a horizontal tail fin, and a blowhole on top of the head for breathing.

[Order 
Cetacea

 . See baleen whale
 and toothed whale
 .]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a whale of a ——








‹informal›

 an exceedingly good example of a particular thing




•
 
you've been doing a whale of a job.















2.
 
have a whale of a time






enjoy oneself very much.















– origin

 Old English 
hwæl

 , of Germanic origin.





whale2


 
/(h)wāl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 beat; hit




•
 
Dad came upstairs and whaled me




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they 
whaled at

 the water with their paddles.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: variant of wale
 .





whaleback

 
/ˈ(h)wālˌbak/






noun




a thing that is shaped like a whale's back, especially an arched structure over the bow or stern part of the deck of a steamer, or a large elongated hill


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a whaleback ridge.



















whaleboat

 
/ˈ(h)wālˌbōt/






noun



1.
 
a long rowboat with a bow at either end for easy maneuverability, formerly used in whaling.




2.
 
a boat similar to a whaleboat used as a ship's lifeboat and utility boat.













whalebone

 
/ˈ(h)wālˌbōn/






noun



1.
 
an elastic horny substance that grows in a series of thin parallel plates in the upper jaw of some whales and is used by them to strain plankton from the seawater.

Also called baleen
 .




2.
 
strips of whalebone, used formerly as stays in corsets and dresses


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a whalebone bodice.










3.
 
bone or ivory from a whale or walrus.














whalebone whale






noun




another term for baleen whale
 .













whale oil

 
/ˈ(h)wāl ˌoil/






noun




oil obtained from the blubber of a whale, formerly used in oil lamps and for making soap.













whaler

 
/ˈ(h)wālər/






noun



1.
 
a whaling ship.




2.
 
a seaman engaged in whaling.













whale shark






noun




a very large tropical shark that typically swims close to the surface, where it feeds chiefly on plankton. It is the largest known fish.

[
Rhincodon typus

 , the sole member of the family 
Rhincodontidae

 .]













whale watching





I.
 
noun




the practice of observing whales in their natural habitat, typically as part of an organized tourist activity




•
 
you can drive down the Big Sur coast and go whale watching in Monterey Bay




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the whale-watching season.














II.
 
derivatives





whale watcher






noun





















whaling

 
/ˈ(h)wāliNG/






noun




the practice or industry of hunting and killing whales for their oil, meat, or whalebone.














wham

 
/(h)wam /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express the sound of a forcible impact




•
 
the bombs landed—wham!—right on target.










2.
 
used to express the idea of a sudden, dramatic, and decisive occurrence




•
 
he asked me out for a drink, and—wham!—that was it.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike something forcefully




•
 
trucks whammed into each other.










2.
 
make a loud sound as of a forceful impact




•
 
my heart was whamming away like a drum.

















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





wham bam





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express the idea of a sudden or dramatic occurrence or change of events




•
 
Wham bam!—we were sitting in a wreck at the foot of the cliff.














II.
 
phrases





wham-bam-thank-you-ma'am








‹informal›

 used in reference to sexual activity conducted roughly and quickly, without tenderness.















– origin

 1950s (as 
wham-bang

 ): from wham
 + bam
 or the verb bang
 1
 .





whammo

 
/ˈ(h)wamō/






exclamation




another term for wham
 .














whammy

 
/ˈ(h)wamē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an event with a powerful and unpleasant effect; a blow




•
 
the third whammy was the degradation of the financial system.







See also double whammy
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 an evil or unlucky influence




•
 
I've come to 
put the whammy on

 them.

















– origin

 1940s: from the noun wham
 + -y
 1
 ; associated from the 1950s with the comic strip 
Li'l Abner

 , in which the hillbilly Evil-Eye Fleagle could “shoot a whammy” (put a curse on somebody) by pointing a finger with one eye open, and a ‘double whammy’ with both eyes open.






whang

 
/(h)waNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make or produce a resonant noise




•
 
the cheerleader whanged on a tambourine.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike or throw heavily and loudly




•
 
he whanged down the receiver.














II.
 
noun




a noisy blow




•
 
he gave a whang with his hammer.

















– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘strike as if with a thong’): variant of thong
 ; senses describing noise are imitative.






wharf

 
/(h)wôrf/





I.
 
noun




a level quayside area to which a ship may be moored to load and unload.











– origin

 late Old English 
hwearf

 , of Germanic origin.






wharfage

 
/ˈ(h)wôrfij/






noun



1.
 
accommodations provided at a wharf for the loading, unloading, or storage of goods.




2.
 
payment made for accommodations provided at a wharf.













wharfinger

 
/ˈ(h)wôrfənjər/





I.
 
noun




an owner or keeper of a wharf.











– origin

 Middle English: from wharfage
 + -er
 1
 .





Wharton, Edith

 
/ˈ(h)wôrtn/






(1862–1937), US novelist and short-story writer, resident of France from 1907; full name 
Edith Newbold Wharton

 . Her novels are concerned with the conflict between social and individual fulfillment. They include 
Ethan Frome

 (1911) and 
The Age of Innocence

 (1920), which won a Pulitzer Prize.









wharves

 
/(h)wôrvz/






plural form of wharf
 .










what

 
/(h)wət (h)wät/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
[
interrogative pronoun

 ]
 — asking for information specifying something




•
 
what is your name?




•
 
I'm not sure what you mean.










2.
 
asking for repetition of something not heard or confirmation of something not understood




•
 
what? I can't hear you




•
 
you did what?










3.
 
[
relative pronoun

 ]
 — the thing or things that (used in specifying something)




•
 
what we need is a commitment.










4.
 
(referring to the whole of an amount) whatever




•
 
I want to do what I can to make a difference.










5.
 


‹dialect›

 who or that




•
 
the one what got to my house.










6.
 
(in exclamations) emphasizing something surprising or remarkable




•
 
what some people do for attention!














II.
 
determiner



1.
 
[
interrogative determiner

 ]
 — asking for information specifying something




•
 
what time is it?




•
 
do you know what excuse he gave me?










2.
 
[
relative determiner

 ]
 — (referring to the whole of an amount) whatever




•
 
he had been robbed of what little money he had.










3.
 
(in exclamations) how great or remarkable


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
what luck!




•
 [as 
predeterminer

 ]
 
what a fool she was.














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
to what extent?




•
 
what does it matter?










2.
 
used to indicate an estimate or approximation




•
 
see you, what, about four?










3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 used for emphasis or to invite agreement




•
 
pretty poor show, what?














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
and (or or) what have you








‹informal›

 and/or anything else similar




•
 
for a binder try soup, gravy, cream, or what have you.















2.
 
and what not








‹informal›

 and other similar things.









3.
 
give someone what for






see give
 .









4.
 
what about ——?





a.
 
used when asking for information or an opinion on something




•
 
what about the practical angle?










b.
 
used to make a suggestion




•
 
what about a walk?















5.
 
what-d'you-call-it (or what's-its name)








‹informal›

 another term for whatchamacallit
 .









6.
 
what ever






used for emphasis in questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion




•
 
what ever did I do to deserve him?















7.
 
what for?








‹informal›

 for what reason?









8.
 
what if ——?





a.
 
what would result if ——?




•
 
what if nobody shows up?










b.
 
what does it matter if ——?




•
 
what if our house is a mess? I'm clean.















9.
 
what is more






and as an additional point; moreover.









10.
 
what next






see next
 .









11.
 
what of ——?






what is the news concerning ——?









12.
 
what of it?






why should that be considered significant?









13.
 
what's-his (or -its) -name






another term for whatshisname
 .









14.
 
what say ——?






used to make a suggestion




•
 
what say we take a break?















15.
 
what's what








‹informal›

 what is useful or important




•
 
I'll teach her what's what.















16.
 
what with






because of (used usually to introduce several causes of something)




•
 
what with the drought and the neglect, the garden is in a sad condition.





















– origin

 Old English 
hwæt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wat

 and German 
was

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
quod

 . / 
usage:

 On the distinction between 
what ever

 and 
whatever

 , see usage at whatever
 .





whatcha

 
/ˈ(h)wəCHə, ˈ(h)wä- /

 
watcha






pronoun



1.
 
nonstandard contraction of.




2.
 
what are you




•
 
hey, whatcha gonna do?










3.
 
what have you




•
 
whatcha got this hammer for?










4.
 
what do you




•
 
whatcha want to make a mess like that for?




















whatchamacallit

 
/ˈ(h)wəCHəməˌkôlit/






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a person or thing whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
she wanted me to get the whatchamacallit from her bureau.



















whate'er

 
/wəˈter /

 

‹literary›







contraction




whatever.














whatever

 
/(h)wətˈevər/





I.
 
relative pronoun, determiner



1.
 
used to emphasize a lack of restriction in referring to any thing or amount, no matter what


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
do whatever you like




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
take whatever action is needed.










2.
 
regardless of what


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
you have our support, whatever you decide




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
whatever decision he made I would support it.














II.
 
pronoun




used for emphasis instead of “what” in questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion




•
 
whatever is the matter?














III.
 
adverb



1.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — at all; of any kind (used for emphasis)




•
 
they received no help whatever.










2.
 


‹informal›

 no matter what happens




•
 
we told him we'd back him whatever.














IV.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 said as a response indicating a reluctance to discuss something, implying indifference, skepticism, or exasperation




•
 
Joseph's commentary amounted to “Yeah, well. Whatever.”














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
or whatever








‹informal›

 or anything similar




•
 
use chopped herbs, nuts, garlic, or whatever.















2.
 
whatever next






see next
 .















usage:

 In the sentence I will do 
whatever

 you ask of me (in which 
whatever

 = anything), 
whatever

 is correctly spelled as one word. But in the interrogative sense (
what ever

 was Mary thinking?), the emphasis is on ever, and it should be spelled as the two words 
what ever

 because ever is serving as an intensifier to the pronoun what. See also usage at however
 and wherever
 .





whatevs

 
/(h)wəˈtevz, ˌ(h)wätevz /

 
whatev





I.
 
exclamation, adverb, relative pronoun






‹informal›

 whatever


[as 
exclamation

 ]


•
 
I'm sure someone will disagree with my summary, but whatevs




•
 
It's not how I envisioned spending my Friday night. Whatev




•
 [as 
adverb

 ]
 
we have some potatoes that we could grill too (or mash, or bake, or whatevs)




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
I have no set plans and am open to whatevs.

















– origin

 1990s: alteration of whatever
 .





whatnot

 
/ˈ(h)wətˌnät/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 used to refer to an item or items that are not identified but are felt to have something in common with items already named




•
 
little flashing digital displays, electric zooms and whatnots




•
 
pictures and books and manuscripts and whatnot.










2.
 
a stand with shelves for small objects.













whatsherface

 
/ˈ(h)wətsərˌfās /

 
whatserface






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a woman or girl whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
poor old whatsherface, the blond woman.



















whatshername

 
/ˈ(h)wətsərˌnām /

 
whatsername






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a woman or girl whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
King Kong dragged whatshername to the top of the Empire State Building




•
 
what is Lady Whatshername wearing?



















whatshisface

 
/ˈ(h)wətsizˌfās /

 
whatsisface






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a person whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
the day you married whatshisface.




















whatshisname

 
/ˈ(h)wətsizˌnām /

 
whatsisname





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a man or boy whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
you look like that famous singer, whatshisname




•
 
that guy we used to be so mad at, old whatshisname.

















– origin

 late 17th cent.: contraction of 
what's his name

 .





whatsis

 
/ˈ(h)wətsəs, ˈ(h)wät-/






noun






‹informal›

 used to refer to a thing whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
I am up to my whatsis in snow and slush.



















whatsit

 
/ˈ(h)wətsit/






noun




another term for whatchamacallit
 .













whatso

 
/ˈ(h)wətˌsō, ˈ(h)wät-/





I.
 
pronoun, determiner






‹archaic›

 whatever


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
whatso goes into their brain comes out as prose.

















– origin

 Middle English: reduced form of Old English 
swā hwæt swā

 ‘so what so.’





whatsoe'er

 
/ˌwətsōˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




whatsoever.













whatsoever

 
/ˌ(h)wətsōˈevər/





I.
 
adverb

 — [with 
negative

 ]


1.
 
at all (used for emphasis)




•
 
I have no doubt whatsoever.














II.
 
determiner, pronoun






‹archaic›

 whatever.













what-you-see-is-what-you-get

 
/ˌwətyəˈsēisˌwətyəˌɡet/






adjective




see WYSIWYG
 .














wheat

 
/(h)wēt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a cereal plant that is the most important kind grown in temperate countries, the grain of which is ground to make flour for bread, pasta, pastry, etc.

[Genus 
Triticum

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, including 
bread wheat

 (
T. aestivum

 ) and 
durum wheat

 , and many distinctive cultivars.]




2.
 
the grain of the wheat plant.








II.
 
phrases





separate the wheat from the chaff






see chaff
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English 
hwǣte

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
weit

 , German 
Weizen

 , also to white
 .





wheat belt






noun

 — (
the wheat belt

 )


1.
 
a region where wheat is the chief agricultural product.













wheatear

 
/ˈ(h)wēdˌir/





I.
 
noun




a mainly Eurasian and African songbird related to the chats, with black and buff or black and white plumage and a white rump.

[Genus 
Oenanthe

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 : several species, in particular the gray-backed 
northern wheatear

 (
O. oenanthe

 ), found in the arctic barrens of Eurasia and northeastern Canada.]











– origin

 late 16th cent.: apparently from white
 (assimilated to wheat
 ) + arse
 (assimilated to ear
 2
 ).





wheaten

 
/ˈ(h)wētn/






adjective



1.
 
(especially of bread) made of wheat.




2.
 
of a color resembling that of wheat; a pale yellow-beige.













wheaten terrier






noun




a terrier of a breed with a pale golden soft wavy coat.














wheat germ






noun




a nutritious foodstuff of a dry floury consistency consisting of the extracted embryos of grains of wheat.













wheatgrass

 
/ˈ(h)wētˌɡras/






noun



1.
 
any of various creeping grasses, especially couch grass.




2.
 
the young shoots of the wheat plant 
Triticum aestivum

 , preparations of which are credited with various health-giving properties.













Wheatley, Phillis

 
/ˈ(h)wētlē/






(c.1752–84), American poet; born in Africa. She was sold as a slave at age eight to the John Wheatley family of Boston. She was educated by them and then accompanied a member of the family to London, where her first volume of poetry, 
Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral

 (1773), was published.









wheatmeal

 
/ˈ(h)wētˌmēl/






noun




flour made from wheat from which some of the bran and germ has been removed.













Wheaton

 
/ˈ(h)wētn/






a city in northeastern Illinois, west of Chicago; pop. 54,465 (est. 2008).









Wheat State






a nickname for the state of Kansas
 .









Wheatstone, Sir Charles

 
/ˈ(h)wētˌstōn/






(1802–75), English physicist and inventor. He is best known for his electrical inventions.









Wheatstone bridge

 
/ˈ(h)wētˌstōn brij/






noun




a simple circuit for measuring an unknown resistance by connecting it so as to form a quadrilateral with three known resistances and applying a voltage between a pair of opposite corners.













whee

 
/(h)wē/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express delight, excitement, or exhilaration




•
 
as the car began to bump down the track he felt a lightening of his spirits—whee!

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the 1920s.





wheedle

 
/ˈ(h)wēdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
employ endearments or flattery to persuade someone to do something or give one something




•
 
you can contrive to 
wheedle your way

 onto a court




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Please, for my sake,” he wheedled.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
wheedle someone into doing something

 )
 — coax or persuade someone to do something.




3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
wheedle something out of

 )
 — coax or persuade (someone) to say or give something.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wheedler






noun













2.
 
wheedlingly

 
/ˈ(h)wēd(ə)liNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: perhaps from German 
wedeln

 ‘cringe, fawn,’ from 
Wedel

 ‘tail, fan.’






wheel

 
/(h)wēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a circular object that revolves on an axle and is fixed below a vehicle or other object to enable it to move easily over the ground.




2.
 
a circular object that revolves on an axle and forms part of a machine.




3.
 
(
the wheel

 )
 — used in reference to the cycle of a specified condition or set of events




•
 
the final release from the wheel of life.










4.
 
(
the wheel

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a large wheel used as an instrument of punishment or torture, especially by binding someone to it and breaking their limbs




•
 
a man sentenced to be 
broken on the wheel

 .










5.
 
a machine or structure having a wheel as its essential part.




6.
 
(
the wheel

 )
 — a steering wheel (used in reference to driving or steering a vehicle or vessel)




•
 
his crew knows when he wants to 
take the wheel

 .










7.
 
a vessel's propeller or paddle-wheel.




8.
 
a device with a revolving disk or drum used in various games of chance.




9.
 
a system, or a part of a system, regarded as a relentlessly moving machine




•
 
the wheels of justice.










10.
 
(
wheels

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a car




•
 
she's got wheels now.










11.
 
a bicycle.




12.
 
a thing resembling a wheel in form or function, in particular a cheese made in the form of a disk.




13.
 
an instance of wheeling; a turn or rotation.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — push or pull (a vehicle with wheels)




•
 
the sled was 
wheeled out

 to the flight deck.










2.
 
carry (someone or something) in or on a vehicle with wheels




•
 
a young woman is wheeled into the operating room.










3.
 
(
wheel something in/on/out

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 produce something that is unimpressive because it has been frequently seen or heard before




•
 
the old journalistic arguments have to be wheeled out.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird or aircraft) fly in a wide circle or curve




•
 
the birds wheeled and dived.










5.
 
turn around quickly so as to face another way




•
 
Robert 
wheeled around

 to see the face of Mr. Mafouz.










6.
 
turn or seem to turn on an axis or pivot




•
 
the stars wheeled through the sky.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
on wheels





a.
 
by, or traveling by, car or bicycle




•
 
a journey on wheels.










b.
 
(of a service) brought to one's home or district; mobile.




c.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize one's distaste or dislike of the person or thing mentioned




•
 
she was a bitch on wheels.















2.
 
wheel and deal






engage in commercial or political scheming, especially unscrupulously


(as 
noun

 
wheeling and dealing

 )


•
 
the wheeling and dealing of the Wall Street boom years.















3.
 
the wheel of Fortune






the wheel that the deity Fortune is fabled to turn as a symbol of random luck or change.









4.
 
wheels within wheels






used to indicate that a situation is complicated and affected by secret or indirect influences.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wheeled

 
/(h)wēld /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a four-wheeled cart



















2.
 
wheelless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hwēol

 (noun), of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
cakra

 ‘wheel, circle’ and Greek 
kuklos

 ‘circle.’





wheel and axle






noun




a simple lifting machine consisting of a rope that unwinds from a wheel onto a cylindrical drum or shaft joined to the wheel to provide mechanical advantage.













wheel arch






noun




an arch-shaped cavity in the body of a vehicle, which houses a wheel.













wheelbarrow

 
/ˈ(h)wēlˌberō/





I.
 
noun




a small cart with a single wheel at the front and two supporting legs and two handles at the rear, used typically for carrying loads in building-work or gardening.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carry (a load) in a wheelbarrow.













wheelbase

 
/ˈ(h)wēlˌbās/






noun




the distance between the front and rear axles of a vehicle


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a short-wheelbase model.



















wheelchair

 
/ˈ(h)wēlˌCHer/






noun




a chair fitted with wheels for use as a means of transport by a person who is unable to walk as a result of illness, injury, or disability.














wheelchair rugby






noun




a sport incorporating elements of rugby, hockey, basketball, and volleyball, played by competitors who have a physical disability that requires the use of a wheelchair




•
 
she made history as the first woman to compete in wheelchair rugby at the Games




•
 
wheelchair rugby is not for the faint-hearted.



















wheelchair user





I.
 
noun




a person who uses a wheelchair, especially because of physical disability




•
 
wheelchair users shouldn't have to endure the indignity of being lifted into a vehicle.














II.
 
derivatives





wheelchair-using






adjective





















wheel dog






noun




the dog harnessed nearest to the sleigh in a dog team.













wheeler

 
/ˈ(h)wēlər/






noun



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a vehicle having a specified number of wheels




•
 
a huge eighteen-wheeler truck.










2.
 
a wheelwright.




3.
 
a horse harnessed next to the wheels of a cart and behind a leading horse.













Wheeler, John Archibald

 
/ˈ(h)wēlər/






(1911–2008), US theoretical physicist. Wheeler worked with Niels Bohr on nuclear fission and collaborated with Richard Feynman on problems concerning the retarded effects of action at a distance. He coined the term 
black hole

 in 1967.









wheeler-dealer

 
/ˈˌ(h)wēlər ˈdēlər /

 
wheeler and dealer





I.
 
noun




a person who engages in commercial or political scheming.








II.
 
derivatives





wheeler-dealing






noun





















Wheeler Peak

 
/ˌ(h)wēlər ˈpēk/






a peak in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, northeast of Taos, the highest peak in New Mexico at 13,161 feet (4,011 m).









wheel horse






noun



1.
 
a horse harnessed nearest the wheels of a vehicle.




2.
 


(US)

 a responsible and hardworking person, especially an experienced and conscientious member of a political party.














wheelhouse

 
/ˈ(h)wēlˌhous/






noun



1.
 
a part of a boat or ship serving as a shelter for the person at the wheel.




2.
 


[Baseball]

 the part of a batter's strike zone most likely to produce a home run




•
 
Oakland's closer Street left a fastball 
in

 Bonds' 
wheelhouse

 with two outs.










3.
 
(
one's wheelhouse

 )
 — 

(US)

 a place or situation in which one is advantageously at ease




•
 
as the campaign swings to the south, that should be right 
in

 his 
wheelhouse

 .



















wheelie

 
/ˈ(h)wēlē/






noun






‹informal›

 a trick or maneuver whereby a bicycle or motorcycle is ridden for a short distance with the front wheel raised off the ground.













Wheeling

 
/ˈ(h)wēliNG/






a historic industrial city in northern West Virginia, on the Ohio River; pop. 28,913 (est. 2008).









wheel lock






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a kind of gunlock having a steel wheel that rubbed against a flint.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a gun having a wheel lock.













wheelman

 
/ˈ(h)wēlmən ˈ(h)wēlˌman/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who drives a car or takes the wheel of a boat.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cyclist.













wheelsman

 
/ˈ(h)wēlzmən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who steers a ship or boat.













wheelspin

 
/ˈ(h)wēlˌspin/






noun




rotation of a vehicle's wheels without traction.













wheel well






noun




a recess in a vehicle in which a wheel is located.













wheelwright

 
/ˈ(h)wēlˌrīt/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person who makes or repairs wooden wheels.













wheeze

 
/(h)wēz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person) breathe with a whistling or rattling sound in the chest, as a result of obstruction in the air passages




•
 
the illness often leaves her wheezing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — utter with a wheezing sound




•
 
he could barely wheeze out his pleas for a handout




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Don't worry son,” he wheezed.










3.
 
walk or move slowly with a wheezing sound




•
 
she wheezed up the hill toward them.










4.
 
(of a device) make an irregular rattling or spluttering sound




•
 
the engine coughed, wheezed, and shrieked into life.














II.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sound of or as of a person wheezing




•
 
I talk with a wheeze.










2.
 
an old joke, story, aphorism, act, or routine




•
 
the old wheeze about the diner complaining about the fly in his soup.










3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a clever or amusing scheme, idea, or trick




•
 
a new wheeze to help farmers.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wheezer






noun













2.
 
wheezingly






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: probably from Old Norse 
hvæsa

 ‘to hiss.’





wheezy

 
/ˈ(h)wēzē/





I.
 
adjective




making the sound of a person wheezing




•
 
a wheezy laugh.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wheezily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
wheeziness






noun





















whelk1


 
/(h)welk/





I.
 
noun




a predatory marine mollusk with a heavy, pointed spiral shell, some kinds of which are edible.

[Family 
Buccinidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : 
Buccinum

 and other genera.]











– origin

 Old English 
wioloc

 , 
weoloc

 , of unknown origin; the spelling with 
wh-

 was perhaps influenced by whelk
 2
 .






whelk2


 
/(h)welk/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a pimple.











– origin

 Old English 
hwylca

 , related to 
hwelian

 ‘suppurate.’





whelm

 
/(h)welm/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 engulf, submerge, or bury (someone or something)




•
 
a swimmer whelmed in a raging storm.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 flow or heap up abundantly




•
 
the brook whelmed up from its source.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 an act or instance of flowing or heaping up abundantly; a surge




•
 
the whelm of the tide.

















– origin

 Middle English: representing an Old English form parallel to 
hwelfan

 ‘overturn (a vessel).’





whelp

 
/(h)welp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a puppy.




2.
 
a cub.




3.
 
a boy or young man (often as a disparaging form of address).




4.
 
(
whelps

 )
 — a set of projections on the barrel of a capstan or windlass, designed to reduce the slippage of a rope.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a female dog) give birth to (a puppy)




•
 
Copper whelped seven puppies




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a bitch due to whelp.














III.
 
phrases





in whelp






(of a female dog) pregnant.















– origin

 Old English 
hwelp

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
welp

 and German 
Welf

 .





when

 
/(h)wen/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
at what time




•
 
when did you last see him?




•
 [with 
preposition

 ]
 
since when have you been interested?










2.
 
how soon




•
 
when can I see you?










3.
 
in what circumstances




•
 
when would such a rule be justifiable?














II.
 
relative adverb




at or on which (referring to a time or circumstance)




•
 
Saturday is the day when I get my hair done.














III.
 
conjunction



1.
 
at or during the time that




•
 
I loved math when I was in school.










2.
 
after




•
 
call me when you're finished.










3.
 
at any time that; whenever




•
 
can you spare five minutes when it's convenient?










4.
 
after which; and just then (implying suddenness)




•
 
he had just drifted off to sleep when the phone rang.










5.
 
in view of the fact that; considering that




•
 
why bother to paint it when you can photograph it with the same effect?










6.
 
although; whereas




•
 
I'm saying it now when I should have told you long ago.

















– origin

 Old English 
hwanne

 , 
hwenne

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
wenn

 ‘if,’ 
wann

 ‘when.’





whence

 
/(h)wens /

 
from whence





I.
 
adverb






‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 from what place or source




•
 
whence does Congress derive this power?














II.
 
relative adverb



1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 from which; from where




•
 
the Ural mountains, whence the ore is procured.










2.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 to the place from which




•
 
he will be sent back whence he came.










3.
 


‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 as a consequence of which




•
 
whence it followed that the strategies were obsolete.

















– origin

 Middle English 
whennes

 , from earlier 
whenne

 (from Old English 
hwanon

 , of Germanic origin) + -s
 3
 (later respelled 
-ce

 to denote the unvoiced sound). / 
usage:

 Strictly speaking, 
whence

 means ‘from what place,’ as in 
whence

 did you come? Thus, the preposition 
from

 in 
from whence

 did you come? is redundant and its use is considered incorrect by some. The use with 
from

 is very common, though, and has been used by reputable writers since the 14th century. It is now broadly accepted in standard English.





whencesoever

 
/ˌ(h)wensōˈevər/






relative adverb






‹formal›

 
‹archaic›

 from whatever place or source.













whene'er

 
/(h)wəˈner (h)weˈner /

 

‹literary›







contraction




whenever.














whenever

 
/(h)wenˈevər (h)wəˈnevər/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
at whatever time; on whatever occasion (emphasizing a lack of restriction)




•
 
you can ask for help whenever you need it.










2.
 
every time that




•
 
the springs in the armchair creak whenever I change position.














II.
 
adverb




used for emphasis instead of “when” in questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion




•
 
whenever shall we get there?














III.
 
phrases





or whenever








‹informal›

 or at any time




•
 
if you lay eyes on him, either tonight or tomorrow or whenever, call me right away.





















usage:

 See usage at whatever
 .





when-issued

 
/ˌ(h)wenˈiSH(y)o͞od/






adjective






[Finance]

 
(chiefly US)

 of or relating to trading in securities that have not yet been issued.













whensoe'er

 
/ˌ(h)wensōˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




whensoever.













whensoever

 
/ˌ(h)wensōˈevər/






conjunction, adverb




formal term for whenever
 .














where

 
/(h)wer/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in or to what place or position




•
 
where do you live?




•
 
where is she going?




•
 [with 
preposition

 ]
 
where do you come from?










2.
 
in what direction or respect




•
 
where does the argument lead?










3.
 
in or from what source




•
 
where did you read that?










4.
 
in or to what situation or condition




•
 
just where is all this leading us?














II.
 
relative adverb



1.
 
at, in, or to which (used after reference to a place or situation)




•
 
I first saw him in Paris, where I lived in the early sixties.










2.
 
the place or situation in which




•
 
this is where I live.










3.
 
in or to a place or situation in which




•
 
sit where I can see you




•
 
where people were concerned, his threshold of boredom was low.










4.
 
in or to any place in which; wherever




•
 
he was free to go where he liked.














III.
 
conjunction



1.
 


‹informal›

 that




•
 
do you see where the men in your life are emotionally unavailable to you?




•
 
I see where the hotel has changed hands again.










2.
 


‹informal›

 whereas




•
 
where some caregivers burn out, others become too involved.

















– origin

 Old English 
hwǣr

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
waar

 and German 
wo

 .





whereabouts

 
/ˈ(h)werəˌbouts/





I.
 
adverb




where or approximately where




•
 
whereabouts do you come from?














II.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the place where someone or something is




•
 
his whereabouts remain secret.



















whereafter

 
/ˌ(h)werˈaftər/






relative adverb






‹formal›

 after which




•
 
dinner was taken at a long wooden table, whereafter we sipped liqueurs in front of a roaring fire.



















whereas

 
/ˌ(h)werˈaz/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
in contrast or comparison with the fact that




•
 
you treat the matter lightly, whereas I myself was never more serious.










2.
 
(especially in legal preambles) taking into consideration the fact that.











usage:

 See usage at while
 .





whereat

 
/(h)werˈat/






relative adverb, conjunction






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 at which




•
 
they demanded an equal share in the high command, whereat negotiations broke down.



















whereby

 
/(h)werˈbī/






relative adverb




by which




•
 
a system whereby people could vote by telephone.



















where'er

 
/(h)werˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




wherever.













wherefore

 
/ˈ(h)werˌfôr /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adverb




for what reason




•
 
she took an ill turn, but wherefore I cannot say.














II.
 
relative adverb, conjunction




as a result of which


[as 
conjunction

 ]


•
 
truly he cared for me, wherefore I title him with all respect.














III.
 
phrases





whys and wherefores






see why
 .

















wherefrom

 
/ˌ(h)werˈfrəm/






relative adverb






‹archaic›

 from which or from where




•
 
one day you may lose this pride of place wherefrom you now dominate.



















wherein

 
/ˌ(h)werˈin /

 

‹formal›







adverb



1.
 
[
relative adverb

 ]
 — in which




•
 
the situation wherein the information will eventually be used.










2.
 
[
interrogative adverb

 ]
 — in what place or respect?




•
 
so wherein lies the difference?



















whereof

 
/(h)werˈəv/






relative adverb






‹formal›

 of what or which




•
 
I know whereof I speak.



















whereon

 
/weˈrän/






relative adverb






‹archaic›

 on which




•
 
the cliff side whereon I walked.



















wheresoe'er

 
/ˌ(h)wersōˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




wheresoever.













wheresoever

 
/ˌ(h)wersōˈevər/






adverb, conjunction




formal word for wherever
 .













whereto

 
/ˌ(h)werˈto͞o/






relative adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 to which




•
 
young ambition's ladder, whereto the climber-upward turns his face.



















whereupon

 
/ˌ(h)werəˈpän/






conjunction




immediately after which




•
 
he qualified in February, whereupon he was promoted to sergeant.




















wherever

 
/(h)werˈevər (h)wəˈrevər/





I.
 
relative adverb



1.
 
in or to whatever place (emphasizing a lack of restriction)




•
 
meet me wherever you like.










2.
 
in all places; regardless of where




•
 
it should be available wherever you go to shop.














II.
 
adverb




used for emphasis instead of “where” in questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion




•
 
wherever can he have gone to?














III.
 
conjunction




in every case when




•
 
use whole grain breakfast cereals wherever possible.














IV.
 
phrases





or wherever








‹informal›

 or any similar place




•
 
they all play in England or Italy or Spain or wherever.





















usage:

 In formal writing, 
where ever

 , in which ever is an intensifier of the question where (as distinct from 
wherever

 in the sense of 'anywhere') is written as two words: 
where ever

 can he have gone? See usage at however
 and whatever
 .





wherewith

 
/(h)werˈwiT͟H (h)werˈwiTH/






relative adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 with or by which




•
 
the instrumental means wherewith the action is performed.



















wherewithal

 
/ˈ(h)werwiT͟Hˌôl ˈ(h)werwiTHˌôl/






noun

 — [usu. with 
infinitive

 ] (
the wherewithal

 )


1.
 
the money or other means needed for a particular purpose




•
 
they lacked the wherewithal to pay.



















wherry

 
/ˈ(h)werē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a light rowboat used chiefly for carrying passengers.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 a large light barge.








II.
 
derivatives





wherryman

 
/ˈ(h)werēmən /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: of unknown origin.





whet

 
/(h)wet/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sharpen the blade of (a tool or weapon)




•
 
she took out her dagger and began to whet its blade in even, rhythmic strokes.










2.
 
excite or stimulate (someone's desire, interest, or appetite)




•
 
here's an extract to whet your appetite.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a thing that stimulates appetite or desire




•
 
he swallowed his two dozen oysters as a whet.














III.
 
derivatives





whetter






noun




(
 — 

‹rare›





















– origin

 Old English 
hwettan

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
wetzen

 , based on an adjective meaning ‘sharp.’






whether

 
/ˈ(h)weT͟Hər/





I.
 
conjunction



1.
 
expressing a doubt or choice between alternatives




•
 
he seemed undecided 
whether

 to go 
or

 stay




•
 
it is still not clear 
whether or not

 he realizes.










2.
 
expressing an inquiry or investigation (often used in indirect questions)




•
 
I'll see whether she's at home.










3.
 
indicating that a statement applies whichever of the alternatives mentioned is the case




•
 
I'm going 
whether

 you like it 
or not

 .














II.
 
phrases





whether or no





a.
 
whether or not




•
 
the only issue arising would be whether or no the publication was defamatory.










b.
 


‹archaic›

 in any case




•
 
God help us, whether or no!





















– origin

 Old English 
hwæther

 , 
hwether

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
weder

 ‘neither.’ / 
usage:

 On the difference between 
whether

 and 
if

 , see usage at if
 .





whetstone

 
/ˈ(h)wetˌstōn/






noun




a fine-grained stone used for sharpening cutting tools.













whew

 
/fyo͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




used to express surprise, relief, or a feeling of being very hot or tired




•
 
Whew—and I thought it was serious!

















– origin

 late Middle English: imitative; compare with phew
 .





whey

 
/(h)wā/





I.
 
noun




the watery part of milk that remains after the formation of curds.











– origin

 Old English 
hwæg

 , 
hweg

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wei

 .





whey-faced

 
/ˈ(h)wāfāst/






adjective




(of a person) pale, especially as a result of ill health, shock, or fear.














which

 
/(h)wiCH/





I.
 
interrogative pronoun, determiner




asking for information specifying one or more people or things from a definite set


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
which are the best varieties of grapes for long keeping?




•
 


which of

 the suspects murdered him?




•
 [as 
determiner

 ]
 
which way is the wind blowing?














II.
 
relative pronoun, determiner




used referring to something previously mentioned when introducing a clause giving further information


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
a conference in Vienna, which ended on Friday




•
 [after 
prep.

 ]
 
it was a crisis for which he was totally unprepared




•
 [as 
determiner

 , after 
prep.

 ]
 
your claim ought to succeed, 
in which case

 the damages will be substantial.














III.
 
phrases





which is which






used when two or more people or things are difficult to distinguish from each other




•
 
there is no confusion as to which is which.





















– origin

 Old English 
hwilc

 , from the Germanic bases of who
 and alike
 . / 
usage:

 In US English, it is usually recommended that 
which

 be employed only for nonrestrictive (or nonessential) clauses: the horse, which is in the paddock, is six years old (the which clause contains a nonessential fact, noted in passing; the horse would be six years old wherever it was). A that clause is restrictive (or essential), as it identifies a particular thing: the horse that is in the paddock is six years old (not any horse, but the one in the paddock). See also usage at restrictive
 and that
 .





whichaway

 
/ˈ(h)wiCHəˌwā /

 

‹US informal dialect›






I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in which direction?




2.
 
how? in which way?








II.
 
relative adverb




however; in whatever way.








III.
 
phrases





every whichaway








(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 in a disorderly fashion




•
 
books are skewed and lounge against one another every whichaway.























whichever

 
/ˌ(h)wiCHˈevər/






relative determiner, pronoun



1.
 
used to emphasize a lack of restriction in selecting one of a definite set of alternatives


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
choose whichever brand you prefer




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
their pension should be increased annually in line with earnings or prices, whichever is the higher.










2.
 
regardless of which


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
they were in a position to intercept him whichever way he ran




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
whichever they choose, we must accept it.



















whichsoever

 
/ˌ(h)wiCHsōˈevər/






determiner, pronoun






‹archaic›

 whichever


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
on any occasion whichsoever it be.



















whicker

 
/ˈ(h)wikər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter a half-suppressed laugh; snigger; titter




•
 
a half-loony whicker of nerves.










2.
 
(of a horse) give a soft breathy whinny




•
 
the palomino whickered when she saw him and stamped her foreleg.










3.
 
move with a sound as of something hurtling through or beating the air




•
 
the soft whicker of the wind flowing through the July corn.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a snigger; a soft, breathy whinny.




2.
 
the sound of something beating the air.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘to snigger, titter’): imitative.





whidah

 
/ˈ(h)widə/






noun




archaic spelling of whydah
 .













Whidbey Island

 
/ˌ(h)widbē ˈīlənd/






an island in northwestern Washington, north of Puget Sound.










whiff

 
/(h)wif/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a smell that is only smelled briefly or faintly




•
 
I 
caught a whiff

 of peachy perfume.










2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — an act of sniffing or inhaling, typically so as to determine or savor a scent




•
 
one whiff of clothing and Fido was off.










3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a trace or hint of something bad, menacing, or exciting




•
 
here was a man with a whiff of danger about him.










4.
 
a puff or breath of air or smoke.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (chiefly in baseball or golf) an unsuccessful attempt to hit the ball.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — get a brief or faint smell of




•
 
he screwed up his nose as if he'd whiffed Limburger.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (chiefly in baseball or golf) try unsuccessfully to hit the ball.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (originally in the senses ‘gust of wind’ and ‘inhalation of tobacco smoke,’ also, as a verb, ‘blow with a slight gust’): imitative.






whiffle

 
/ˈ(h)wifəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of the wind) blow lightly in a specified direction




•
 
as we walked, air began whiffling down off Bald Peak.










2.
 
move lightly as if blown by a puff of air




•
 
the geese came whiffling down onto the grass.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — blow or move (something) with or as if with a puff of air




•
 
the mouse whiffled its whiskers.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight movement of air or the sound of such a movement.




2.
 
(also 
whiffle cut

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 a very short haircut worn by US soldiers in World War II.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: frequentative (verb), diminutive (noun) of whiff
 .





whiffletree

 
/ˈ(h)wifəlˌtrē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a singletree.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: variant of whippletree
 .





Whig

 
/(h)wiɡ /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of the British reforming and constitutional party that sought the supremacy of Parliament and was eventually succeeded in the 19th century by the Liberal Party.




2.
 
an American colonist who supported the American Revolution.




3.
 
a member of an American political party in the 19th century, succeeded by the Republicans.




4.
 
a 17th-century Scottish Presbyterian.




5.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a historian who interprets history as the continuing and inevitable victory of progress over reaction.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Whiggery

 
/ˈ(h)wiɡ(ə)rē /






noun













2.
 
Whiggish

 
/ˈ(h)wiɡiSH /






adjective













3.
 
Whiggism

 
/ˈ(h)wiɡˌizəm /






noun



















– origin

 probably a shortening of Scots 
whiggamore

 , the nickname of 17th-cent. Scottish rebels, from 
whig

 ‘to drive’ + mare
 1
 .






while

 
/(h)wīl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a period of time




•
 
we chatted 
for a while






•
 
she retired 
a little while

 ago.










2.
 
(
a while

 )
 — for some time




•
 
can I keep it a while?










3.
 
(
the while

 )
 — at the same time; meanwhile




•
 
he starts to draw, talking the while.










4.
 


‹literary›

 during the time that




•
 
beseeching him, the while his hand she wrung.














II.
 
conjunction



1.
 
during the time that; at the same time as




•
 
nothing much changed while he was away.










2.
 
whereas (indicating a contrast)




•
 
one person wants out, while the other wants the relationship to continue.










3.
 
in spite of the fact that; although




•
 
while I wouldn't recommend a nighttime visit, by day the area is full of interest.














III.
 
relative adverb




during which




•
 
the period while the animal remains alive.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often 
while away the time

 )


1.
 
pass time in a leisurely manner




•
 
a diversion to while away the long afternoons.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
between whiles








‹archaic›

 at intervals




•
 
add potassium carbonate, shaking vigorously between whiles.















2.
 
worth one's while






worth the time or effort spent.















– origin

 Old English 
hwīl

 ‘period of time,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wijl

 , German 
Weile

 ; the conjunction is an abbreviation of Old English 
thā hwīle the

 ‘the while that.’ / 
usage:

 
1

 
While

 is sometimes used, without causing any misunderstandings, in the sense of 
whereas

 (‘although,’ ‘by contrast,’ ‘in comparison with the fact that’). This usage is frowned on by some traditionalists, but 
while

 is sometimes preferable, as in contexts in which 
whereas

 might sound inappropriately formal: 
while

 you say you like her, you've never stood up for her. 
Whereas

 is preferable, however, for preventing ambiguity in contexts in which 
while

 might be read as referring to time, or might falsely suggest simultaneity: 
whereas

 Burton promised to begin at once, he was delayed nine months for lack of funding; 
whereas

 Jonas was an excellent planter and cultivator, Julius was a master harvester. 
2

 On the distinction between 
awhile

 and 
a while

 , see usage at awhile
 . 
3

 On the distinction between 
worth while

 and 
worthwhile

 , see usage at worthwhile
 .






whiles

 
/(h)wīlz/





I.
 
conjunction




archaic form of while
 .











– origin

 Middle English: originally in adverbs such as 
somewhiles

 ‘formerly,’ 
otherwhiles

 ‘at times.’





while-you-wait

 
/ˌ(h)wīlyo͞oˈwāt/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a service) performed immediately




•
 
a while-you-wait oil change.



















whilom

 
/ˈ(h)wīləm /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adverb




formerly; in the past




•
 
the wistful eyes which whilom glanced down upon the fields.














II.
 
adjective




former; erstwhile




•
 
a whilom circus acrobat.

















– origin

 Old English 
hwīlum

 ‘at times,’ dative plural of 
hwīl

 (see while
 ).





whilst

 
/(h)wīlst/





I.
 
conjunction, relative adverb






(chiefly Brit.)

 while.











– origin

 late Middle English: from whiles
 + 
-t

 as in against
 .





whim

 
/(h)wim/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sudden desire or change of mind, especially one that is unusual or unexplained




•
 
she bought it 
on a whim






•
 
he appeared and disappeared 
at whim

 .










2.
 


‹archaic›

 a windlass for raising ore or water from a mine.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: of unknown origin. 
Sense

 2 (mid 18th cent.) is a transferred use.





whimbrel

 
/ˈ(h)wimbrəl/





I.
 
noun




a small migratory curlew of northern Eurasia and northern Canada, with a striped crown and a trilling call.

[
Numenius phaeopus

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from whimper
 or synonymous dialect 
whimp

 (imitative of the bird's call) + -rel
 .






whimper

 
/ˈ(h)wimpər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a person or animal) make a series of low, feeble sounds expressive of fear, pain, or discontent




•
 
a child in a bed nearby began to whimper.










2.
 
[with 
direct speech

 ]
 — say something in a low, feeble voice expressive of fear or pain




•
 
“He's not dead, is he?” she whimpered.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a low, feeble sound expressive of fear or pain




•
 
she gave a little whimper of protest.










2.
 
(
a whimper

 )
 — a feeble or anticlimactic tone or ending




•
 
their first appearance in the top flight ended with a whimper rather than a bang.







[with allusion to T. S. Eliot's “This is the way the world ends Not with a bang but a whimper” (
Hollow Men

 , 1925).]








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whimperer

 
/ˈ(h)wimp(ə)rər /






noun













2.
 
whimperingly






adverb



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from dialect 
whimp

 ‘to whimper,’ of imitative origin.





whimsical

 
/ˈ(h)wimzik(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
playfully quaint or fanciful, especially in an appealing and amusing way




•
 
a whimsical sense of humor.










2.
 
acting or behaving in a capricious manner




•
 
the whimsical arbitrariness of autocracy.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whimsicality

 
/ˌ(h)wimzəˈkalədē /






noun













2.
 
whimsically

 
/ˈ(h)wimzik(ə)lē /






adverb





















whimsy

 
/ˈ(h)wimzē /

 
whimsey





I.
 
noun



1.
 
playfully quaint or fanciful behavior or humor




•
 
the film is an awkward blend of whimsy and moralizing.










2.
 
a whim.




3.
 
a thing that is fanciful or odd




•
 
the stone carvings and whimsies.

















– origin

 early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘caprice’): probably based on whim-wham
 .






whim-wham

 
/ˈwimwam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 a quaint and decorative object; a trinket.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a whim




•
 
the follies and whim-whams of the metropolis.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: fanciful reduplication.






whin1


 
/(h)win/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly N. English)

 furze; gorse.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish 
ven

 ‘bent grass.’






whin2


 
/(h)win /

 
whinstone





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 hard, dark basaltic rock such as that of the Whin Sill in Northern England.











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.






whinchat

 
/ˈwinˌCHat/





I.
 
noun




a small Eurasian and North African songbird related to the stonechat, with a brown back and orange-buff underparts.

[
Saxicola rubetra

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from whin
 1
 + chat
 2
 .






whine

 
/(h)wīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long, high-pitched complaining cry




•
 
the dog gave a small whine.










2.
 
a long, high-pitched unpleasant sound




•
 
the whine of the engine.










3.
 
a complaining tone of voice.




4.
 
a feeble or petulant complaint




•
 
a constant whine about the quality of public services.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or make a long, high-pitched complaining cry or sound




•
 
the dog whined and scratched at the back door.










2.
 
[
reporting verb

 ]
 — complain in a feeble or petulant way


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the waitress whined about the increased work




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“What about him?” he whined.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whiner

 
/ˈ(h)wīnər /






noun













2.
 
whiningly






adverb













3.
 
whiny

 
/ˈ(h)wīnē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hwīnan

 ‘whistle through the air,’ related to whinge
 . The noun dates from the mid 17th cent.






whinge

 
/(h)winj /

 

‹Brit. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
complain persistently and in a peevish or irritating way




•
 
stop whingeing and get on with it!














II.
 
noun




an act of complaining.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whingeingly






adverb













2.
 
whinger

 
/ˈ(h)winjər /






noun













3.
 
whingy

 
/-jē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
hwinsian

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
winseln

 ; compare with whine
 .





whinny

 
/ˈ(h)winē/





I.
 
noun




a gentle, high-pitched neigh.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a horse) make a gentle, high-pitched neigh




•
 
the pony whinnied and tossed his head happily.

















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb): imitative. The noun dates from the early 19th cent.





whinstone

 
/ˈ(h)winˌstōn/






noun




another term for whin
 2
 .














whip

 
/(h)wip/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of leather or length of cord fastened to a handle, used for flogging or beating a person or for urging on an animal.




2.
 
a blow with a whip or similar implement.




3.
 
used to refer to something causing pain or acting as a stimulus to action




•
 
councils are attempting to find new sites 
under the whip

 of a powerful agency




•
 
the governor 
cracked the whip

 in the city.










4.
 
something resembling a whip in form




•
 
a licorice whip.










5.
 
a slender, unbranched shoot or plant.




6.
 
short for whip antenna
 .




7.
 
an official of a political party appointed to maintain discipline among its members in Congress or Parliament, especially so as to ensure attendance and voting in debates.




8.
 


(Brit.)

 a written notice from a political party official requesting attendance for voting.




9.
 
(
the whip

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 party membership of a Member of Parliament or other elected body




•
 
he asked for the whip to be withdrawn from them.










10.
 
a dessert consisting of cream or eggs beaten into a light fluffy mass with fruit, chocolate, or other ingredients.




11.
 
a utensil such as a whisk or an eggbeater for beating cream, eggs, or other food.




12.
 
short for whipper-in
 .




13.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 a scythe for cutting specified crops




•
 
a grass whip.










14.
 
a rope-and-pulley hoisting apparatus.




15.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a car




•
 
I just got new wheels for my whip.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
beat (a person or animal) with a whip or similar instrument, especially as a punishment or to urge them on.




2.
 
(of a flexible object or rain or wind) strike or beat violently




•
 
the wind whipped their faces




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
ferns and brambles 
whipped at

 him.










3.
 
beat (cream, eggs, or other food) into a froth.




4.
 


‹informal›

 (of a player or team) defeat (a person or team) heavily in a sporting contest.




5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move fast or suddenly in a specified direction




•
 
I whipped around the corner.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — take out or move (something) fast or suddenly




•
 
he whipped out his revolver and shot him.










7.
 
bind (something) with spirally wound twine.




8.
 
sew or gather (something) with overcast stitches.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
the whip hand






a position of power or control over someone.









2.
 
whip someone's ass






see ass
 2
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
whip in






act as whipper-in.









2.
 
whip someone into






urge or rouse someone into (a specified state or position)




•
 
the radio host whipped his listeners into a frenzy




•
 
the city had been 
whipped into shape

 .















3.
 
whip something out (or off)






write something hurriedly




•
 
you'll find the software ideal for whipping out memos and proposals.















4.
 
whip someone up






deliberately excite someone into having a strong feeling or reaction




•
 
Dad had managed to 
whip himself up into

 a fantastic rage.















5.
 
whip something up





a.
 
cause water, sand, etc., to rise up and be flung about in a violent manner




•
 
the sea was whipped up by a force-nine gale.










b.
 
stimulate a particular feeling in someone




•
 
we tried hard to whip up interest in the products.










c.
 
make or prepare something, typically something to eat, very quickly.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whiplike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
whipper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
wippen

 ‘swing, leap, dance,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘move quickly.’ The noun is partly from the verb, reinforced by Middle Low German 
wippe

 ‘quick movement.’






whip antenna






noun




an antenna in the form of a long flexible wire or rod with a connection at one end.













whipcord

 
/ˈ(h)wipkôrd/






noun



1.
 
thin, tough, tightly twisted cord used for making the flexible end part of whips.




2.
 
a closely woven ribbed worsted fabric, used for making garments such as jodhpurs.













whiplash

 
/ˈ(h)wipˌlaSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the lashing action of a whip




•
 


‹figurative›

 he cringed before the icy whiplash of Curtis's tongue.










2.
 
the flexible part of a whip or something resembling it.




3.
 
injury caused by a severe jerk to the head, typically in a motor-vehicle accident.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
jerk or jolt (someone or something) suddenly, typically so as to cause injury




•
 
the force of impact had whiplashed the man's head.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move suddenly and forcefully, like a whip being cracked




•
 
he rammed the yacht, sending its necklace of lights whiplashing from the bridge.



















whip pan





I.
 
noun




a camera panning movement fast enough to give a blurred picture.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pan quickly to give a blurred picture.













whipped

 
/(h)wipt/






adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — having been flogged or beaten with a whip




•
 
a whipped dog.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 worn out; exhausted.




3.
 
(of cream, eggs, or other food) beaten into a froth.














whipper-in

 
/ˌ(h)wipəˈrin/






noun




a huntsman's assistant who brings straying hounds back into the pack.













whippersnapper

 
/ˈ(h)wipərˌsnapər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a young and inexperienced person considered to be presumptuous or overconfident.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: perhaps representing 
whipsnapper

 , expressing noise and unimportance.





whippet

 
/ˈ(h)wipit/





I.
 
noun




a dog of a small slender breed originally produced as a cross between the greyhound and the terrier or spaniel, bred for racing.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: partly from obsolete 
whippet

 ‘move briskly.’





whipping

 
/ˈ(h)wipiNG/






noun



1.
 
a thrashing or beating with a whip or similar implement




•
 
she saw scars on his back from the whippings




•
 
whipping was to be abolished as a punishment.










2.
 
cord or twine used to bind or cover a rope.













whipping boy

 
/ˈ(h)wipiNG ˌboi/





I.
 
noun




a person who is blamed or punished for the faults or incompetence of others.











– origin

 extended use of the original term (mid 17th cent.) denoting a boy educated with a young prince or other royal person and punished instead of him.





whipping cream

 
/ˈ(h)wipiNG krēm/






noun




fairly thick cream containing enough butterfat to make it suitable for whipping.













whipping post

 
/ˈ(h)wipiNG ˌpōst/






noun






‹historical›

 a post to which offenders were tied in order to be whipped as a public punishment.













whippit

 
/ˈ(h)wipit/






noun




a small container of nitrous oxide intended for home use in whipped cream charging bottles but often used as an inhalant.














whippletree

 
/ˈ(h)wipəlˌtrē/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for singletree
 .











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: apparently from whip
 + tree
 .





whippoorwill

 
/ˈ(h)wipərˌwil/





I.
 
noun




a North and Central American nightjar with a distinctive call.

[
Caprimulgus vociferus

 , family 
Caprimulgidae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: imitative of its call.





whippy

 
/ˈ(h)wipē/





I.
 
adjective




flexible; springy




•
 
new growths of whippy sapling twigs.














II.
 
derivatives





whippiness






noun





















whipsaw

 
/ˈ(h)wipˌsô/





I.
 
noun




a saw with a narrow blade and a handle at both ends, used typically by two people.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cut with a whipsaw




•
 
he was whipsawing lumber.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 subject to two difficult situations or opposing pressures at the same time




•
 
the army has been whipsawed by a shrinking budget and a growing pool of recruits.










3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 compel to do something.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Stock Market]

 
‹informal›

 subject to a double loss, as when buying a security before the price falls and selling before the price rises.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 cheat or beat (someone) in two ways at once or by the collusion of two others.













whip scorpion






noun




an arachnid that resembles a scorpion, with stout pincerlike mouthparts and a long, slender taillike appendage, living in leaf litter and under stones in tropical and semitropical regions.

[Order 
Uropygi

 .]













whip-smart






adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 very quick-witted and intelligent




•
 
a private eye is expected to be whip-smart and tough as nails




•
 
Allen's whip-smart dialogue.




















whip snake

 
/ˈ(h)wip ˌsnāk/






noun




any of a number of slender, fast-moving snakes that often feed on lizards and catch their prey by pursuing it, in particular

[● a harmless snake found in Eurasia, America, and Africa (
Coluber

 and other genera, family 
Colubridae

 , including the Eurasian 
C. viridiflavus

 ). ● a venomous Australian snake (
Desmansia

 and other genera, family 
Elapidae

 , including the widespread 
D. psammophis

 ).]













whipstitch

 
/ˈ(h)wipˌstiCH/





I.
 
noun




an overcast stitch.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sew (something) with whipstitches.













whipstock

 
/ˈ(h)wipˌstäk/






noun




the handle of a whip.













whiptail

 
/ˈ(h)wipˌtāl /

 
whiptail lizard






noun




a slender long-tailed American lizard with an alert manner and a jerky gait.

[Genus 
Cnemidophorus

 , family 
Teiidae

 : several species.]













whipworm

 
/ˈ(h)wipˌwərm/






noun




a parasitic nematode worm with a stout posterior and slender anterior part, especially one that infests the intestines of domestic animals.

[Genus 
Trichuris

 , class 
Aphasmida

 (or 
Adenophorea

 ).]













whir

 
/(h)wər /

 
whirr





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a machine or a bird's wings) make a low, continuous, regular sound




•
 
the ceiling fans whirred in the smoky air.














II.
 
noun




a low, continuous, regular sound




•
 
the whir of the projector.

















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘move with a whirring sound’): probably of Scandinavian origin; compare with whirl
 .






whirl

 
/(h)wərl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move rapidly around and around


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
leaves whirled in eddies of wind




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I 
whirled

 her 
around

 the dance floor.










2.
 
move or cause to move rapidly


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Sybil stood waving as they whirled past




•
 


‹figurative›

 a kaleidoscope of images whirled through her brain




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he was whirled into the bushes.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the head, mind, or senses) seem to spin around




•
 
Kate made her way back to the office, her mind whirling.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a rapid movement around and around.




2.
 
frantic activity of a specified kind




•
 
the event was all part of the mad social whirl.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a specified kind of candy or cookie with a spiral shape




•
 
a hazelnut whirl.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
give something a whirl








‹informal›

 give something a try.









2.
 
in a whirl






in a state of confusion.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whirler






noun













2.
 
whirlingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: the verb probably from Old Norse 
hvirfla

 ‘turn around’; the noun partly from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
wervel

 ‘spindle,’ or from Old Norse 
hvirfill

 ‘circle,’ from a Germanic base meaning ‘rotate.’





whirligig

 
/ˈ(h)wərlēˌɡiɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a toy that spins around, for example, a top or a pinwheel.




2.
 
another term for merry-go-round
 .




3.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a thing regarded as hectic or constantly changing




•
 
the whirligig of time.










4.
 
(also 
whirligig beetle

 )
 — a small black predatory beetle that swims rapidly in circles on the surface of still or slow-moving water and dives when alarmed.

[Family 
Gyrinidae

 : 
Gyrinus

 and other genera.]











– origin

 late Middle English: from whirl
 + obsolete 
gig

 ‘a top.’





whirling disease






noun




a disease of juvenile trout and salmon caused by a parasitic protozoan, affecting the balance of the fish and causing it to swim with a whirling motion.

[The protozoan is 
Myxobolus cerebralis

 , phylum 
Sporozoa

 .]













whirlpool

 
/ˈ(h)wərlˌpo͞ol/






noun



1.
 
a rapidly rotating mass of water in a river or sea into which objects may be drawn, typically caused by the meeting of conflicting currents.




2.
 
a turbulent situation from which it is hard to escape




•
 
he was drawing her down into an emotional whirlpool.










3.
 
(also 
whirlpool bath

 )
 — a heated pool in which hot, typically aerated water is continuously circulated.













whirlwind

 
/ˈ(h)wərlˌwind/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a column of air moving rapidly around and around in a cylindrical or funnel shape.




2.
 
used in similes and metaphors to describe a very energetic or tumultuous person or process




•
 
a whirlwind of activity




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a whirlwind romance.














II.
 
phrases





(sow the wind and) reap the whirlwind






suffer serious consequences as a result of one's actions.

[with biblical allusion to Hos. 8:7.]

















whirlybird

 
/ˈ(h)wərlēˌbərd/






noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a helicopter.














whisht

 
/(h)wiSHt /

 
whist





I.
 
exclamation






(chiefly Scottish)

 
(Irish)

 hush (used to demand silence)




•
 
“Whisht, child. Away and do what you're told.”














II.
 
phrases





hold one's whisht








(chiefly Scottish)

 
(Irish)

 keep silent.















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the mid 16th cent.






whisk

 
/(h)wisk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take or move (someone or something) in a particular direction suddenly and quickly




•
 
his jacket was whisked away for dry cleaning.










2.
 
beat or stir (a substance, especially cream or eggs) with a light, rapid movement.




3.
 
brush with a whisk broom.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a utensil for whipping eggs or cream.




2.
 
short for whisk broom
 .




3.
 
(also 
fly whisk

 )
 — a bunch of grass, twigs, or bristles for removing dust or flies.




4.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a brief, rapid action or movement




•
 
a whisk around St. Basil's cathedral.

















– origin

 late Middle English: of Scandinavian origin.






whisk broom






noun




a small, stiff, short-handled broom used especially to brush clothing.













whisker

 
/ˈ(h)wiskər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a long projecting hair or bristle growing from the face or snout of many mammals.




2.
 
(
whiskers

 )
 — the hair growing on a man's face, especially on his cheeks.




3.
 
a single crystal of a material in the form of a filament with no dislocations.




4.
 
(a 
whisker

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very small amount




•
 
they won the election by a whisker.










5.
 
a spar for extending the clews of a sail so that it can catch more wind.








II.
 
phrases





within a whisker of








‹informal›

 extremely close or near to doing, achieving, or suffering something.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whiskered

 
/ˈ(h)wiskərd /






adjective













2.
 
whiskery

 
/ˈwisk(ə)rē /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (originally denoting a bundle of feathers, twigs, etc., used for whisking): from the verb whisk
 + -er
 1
 .






whiskey

 
/ˈ(h)wiskē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
whisky

 ) (
pl.

 whiskies)
 — a spirit distilled from malted grain, especially barley or rye.




2.
 
a code word representing the letter W, used in radio communication.











– origin

 early 18th cent.: abbreviation of obsolete 
whiskybae

 , variant of usquebaugh
 . / 
usage:

 Is it 
whiskey

 or 
whisky

 ? Note that the British and Canadian spelling is without the e, so that properly one would write of 
Scotch whisky

 and 
Canadian whisky

 , but 
Kentucky bourbon whiskey

 and 
Irish whiskey

 .





whiskey jack






noun






‹informal›

 another term for gray jay
 .













whiskey sour






noun




a drink consisting of whiskey mixed with sugar and lemon or lime juice.













whisper

 
/ˈ(h)wispər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
speak very softly using one's breath without one's vocal cords, especially for the sake of privacy




•
 
Alison was whispering in his ear




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he managed to whisper a faint goodbye




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Are you all right?” he whispered.










2.
 


‹literary›

 (of leaves, wind, or water) rustle or murmur softly.




3.
 
(
be whispered

 )
 — be rumored




•
 
it was whispered that he would soon die.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a soft or confidential tone of voice; a whispered word or phrase




•
 
she spoke in a whisper.










2.
 


‹literary›

 a soft rustling or murmuring sound




•
 
the thunder of the surf became a muted whisper.










3.
 
a rumor or piece of gossip




•
 
whispers of a blossoming romance.










4.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a slight trace; a hint




•
 
he didn't show even a whisper of interest.














III.
 
derivatives





whispery






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
hwisprian

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
wispeln

 , from the imitative base of whistle
 .





whisperer

 
/ˈ(h)wispərər/






noun



1.
 
a person who whispers




•
 
he's a whisperer—you can hardly hear a word he says.










2.
 
a person who spreads gossip or rumors




•
 
the whisperers say the committee that appointed him was divided.










3.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a person skilled in taming or training a specified kind of animal, typically using body language and gentle vocal encouragement rather than physical contact




•
 
he's reportedly set to quit show business to become a horse whisperer.



















whispering campaign

 
/ˈ(h)wisp(ə)riNG kamˈpān/






noun




a systematic circulation of a rumor, typically in order to damage someone's reputation.













whispering gallery

 
/ˈ(h)wisp(ə)riNG ˈɡal(ə)rē/






noun




a gallery or dome with acoustic properties such that a faint sound may be heard around its entire circumference.













whist1


 
/(h)wist/





I.
 
noun




a card game, usually for two pairs of players, in which points are scored according to the number of tricks won.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (earlier as 
whisk

 ): perhaps from whisk
 (with reference to whisking away the tricks); perhaps associated with whist
 2
 .






whist2


 
/(h)wist/






exclamation




variant spelling of whisht
 .














whistle

 
/ˈ(h)wisəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a clear, high-pitched sound made by forcing breath through a small hole between partly closed lips, or between one's teeth.




2.
 
a sound similar to a whistle, especially one made by a bird, machine, or the wind.




3.
 
a device that produces a whistle by the forced passage of air through a slit in a small tube, especially for giving a signal.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — emit a clear, high-pitched sound by forcing breath through a small hole between one's lips or teeth




•
 
the audience cheered and whistled




•
 (as 
noun

 
whistling

 )
 
I awoke to their cheerful whistling




•
 (as 
adj.

 
whistling

 )
 
a whistling noise.










2.
 
express surprise, admiration, or derision by making a whistling sound




•
 
Bob whistled. “You look beautiful!” he said.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce (a tune) by whistling.




4.
 
(especially of a bird or machine) produce a clear, high-pitched sound




•
 
the kettle began to whistle.










5.
 
produce a whistling sound by moving rapidly through the air or a narrow opening




•
 
the wind was whistling down the chimney.










6.
 
blow an instrument that makes a whistle, especially as a signal




•
 
the referee did not whistle for a foul.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
whistle someone/something up

 )
 — summon something or someone by making a whistling sound.




8.
 
(
whistle for

 )
 — wish for or expect (something) in vain




•
 
you can go home and whistle for your wages.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
blow the whistle on








‹informal›

 bring an illicit activity to an end by informing on the person responsible.









2.
 
(as) clean as a whistle





a.
 
extremely clean or clear.




b.
 


‹informal›

 free of incriminating evidence




•
 
the cops raided the warehouse but the place was clean as a whistle.















3.
 
whistle something down the wind





a.
 
let something go; abandon something.




b.
 
turn a trained hawk loose by casting it off with the wind.









4.
 
whistle in the dark






pretend to be unafraid.









5.
 
whistle in the wind






try unsuccessfully to influence something that cannot be changed.















– origin

 Old English 
(h)wistlian

 (verb), 
(h)wistle

 (noun), of Germanic origin; imitative and related to Swedish 
vissla

 ‘to whistle.’





whistle-blower

 
/ˈ(h)wisəl ˌblō(ə)r /

 
whistleblower





I.
 
noun




a person who informs on a person or organization engaged in an illicit activity.








II.
 
derivatives





whistle-blowing

 
/ˈ(h)wisəl ˌblōiNG /






noun





















whistler

 
/ˈ(h)wis(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person who whistles.




2.
 
an atmospheric radio disturbance heard as a whistle that falls in pitch, caused by lightning.




3.
 
a robust Australasian and Indonesian songbird with a strong and typically hooked bill and a loud melodious call.

Also called thickhead
 . [Family 
Pachycephalidae

 : four genera, in particular 
Pachycephala

 , and many species.]




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for hoary marmot
 .













Whistler, James McNeill

 
/ˈ(h)wislər/






(1834–1903), US painter and etcher; full name 
James Abbott McNeill Whistler

 . He mainly painted in one or two colors and sought to achieve harmony of color and tone. Notable works: 
Arrangement in Gray and Black: The Artist's Mother

 (portrait known as 
Whistler's Mother

 , 1872) and 
Old Battersea Bridge: Nocturne—Blue and Gold

 (
c.

 1872–75).









whistle-stop

 
/ˈ(h)wisəl ˌstäp/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
very fast and with only brief pauses




•
 
a whistle-stop tour of Britain.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a small unimportant town on a railroad.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a brief pause in a tour by a politician for an electioneering speech.














whistling duck






noun




a long-legged duck with an upright stance and a whistling call, often perching on branches.

Also called tree duck
 . [Genus 
Dendrocygna

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several species.]













whistling swan






noun




a bird of the North American race of the tundra swan, breeding in northern Canada and overwintering on the coasts of the US.

[
Cygnus columbianus columbianus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













whit

 
/(h)wit/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a very small part or amount




•
 
the last whit of warmth was drawn off by the setting sun.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
every whit






wholly




•
 
my mother was fond of her and I shall be every whit as fond.















2.
 
not (or never) a whit






not at all




•
 
Sara had not changed a whit.





















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently an alteration of obsolete 
wight

 ‘small amount.’






white

 
/(h)wīt/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the color of milk or fresh snow, due to the reflection of most wavelengths of visible light; the opposite of black




•
 
a sheet of white paper.










2.
 
approaching the color white; very pale




•
 
her face was white with fear.










3.
 
(of a plant) having white flowers or pale-colored fruit.




4.
 
(of a tree) having light-colored bark.




5.
 
(of wine) made from white grapes, or dark grapes with the skins removed, and having a yellowish color.




6.
 


(Brit.)

 (of coffee or tea) served with milk or cream.




7.
 
(of glass) transparent; colorless.




8.
 
(of bread) made from a light-colored, sifted, or bleached flour.




9.
 
(also 
White

 )
 — belonging to or denoting a human group having light-colored skin (chiefly used of peoples of European extraction)




•
 
a white farming community.










10.
 
of or relating to white people




•
 
white Australian culture.










11.
 


‹historical›

 counterrevolutionary or reactionary.

Contrasted with red
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 adjective).








II.
 
noun



1.
 
white color or pigment




•
 
garnet-red flowers flecked with white




•
 
the woodwork was an immaculate white.










2.
 
white clothes or material




•
 
he was dressed from head to foot in white.










3.
 
(
whites

 )
 — white clothes, especially as worn for playing tennis, or as naval uniform, or in the context of washing




•
 
wash whites separately.










4.
 
white wine.




5.
 
(
White

 )
 — the player of the white pieces in chess or checkers.




6.
 
the white pieces in chess.




7.
 
a white thing, in particular the white ball (the cue ball) in billiards.




8.
 
the outer part (white when cooked) that surrounds the yolk of an egg; the albumen.




9.
 
white bread




•
 
tuna on white.










10.
 
the visible pale part of the eyeball around the iris.




11.
 
(also 
White

 )
 — a member of a light-skinned people, especially one of European extraction.




12.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a white or cream butterfly that has dark veins or spots on the wings. It can be a serious crop pest.

[
Pieris

 and other genera, family 
Pieridae

 . See also cabbage white
 .]








III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 paint or turn (something) white




•
 
your passion hath whited your face.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
whited sepulcher








‹literary›

 a hypocrite.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 23:27.]









2.
 
white man's burden






the task that white colonizers believed they had to impose their civilization on the black inhabitants of their colonies.

[from Rudyard Kipling's 
The White Man's Burden

 (1899).]









3.
 
whiter than white





a.
 
extremely white.




b.
 
morally beyond reproach.












V.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
white out





a.
 
(of vision) become impaired by exposure to sudden bright light.




b.
 
(of a person) lose color vision as a prelude to losing consciousness.









2.
 
white something out





a.
 
obliterate a mistake with white correction fluid.




b.
 
cover one's face or facial blemishes completely with makeup.




c.
 
impair someone's vision with a sudden bright light.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whitely






adverb













2.
 
whitish

 
/ˈ(h)wīdiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
hwīt

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wit

 and German 
weiss

 , also to wheat
 .





White, Byron Raymond

 
/(h)wīt/






(1917–2002), US Supreme Court associate justice 1962–93. Appointed to the Court by President Kennedy, he was considered a moderate, or centrist, and was often the swing vote when the Court was evenly divided. Before becoming a lawyer in 1946, he played professional football and studied at Oxford University as a Rhodes scholar.









White, E. B.






(1899–1985), US writer; full name 
Elwyn Brooks White

 . He was a chief contributor to 
The New Yorker

 magazine from 1926 and 
Harper's

 magazine 1938–43 and the author of the children's classics 
Stuart Little

 (1945), 
Charlotte's Web

 (1952), and 
The Trumpet of the Swan

 (1970). White is also known for his 1959 revision of William Strunk Jr.’s 
The Elements of Style

 .









White, Edward Douglass






Jr. (1845–1921), US chief justice 1910–21. Before being appointed to the Court as an associate justice 1894–1910 by President Cleveland, he served as a US senator from Louisiana 1891–94. Appointed chief justice by President Taft, he was the first associate justice to go on to that higher post. He was noted for his work on antitrust legislation.









White, Patrick






(1912–90), Australian novelist, born in Britain; full name 
Patrick Victor Martindale White

 . He is noted for the novels 
The Tree of Man

 (1955) and 
Voss

 (1957). Nobel Prize for Literature (1973).









White, T. H.






(1906–64), British novelist, born in India; full name 
Terence Hanbury White

 . He is best known for the tetralogy 
The Once and Future King

 , his reworking of the Arthurian legend, which began with 
The Sword in the Stone

 (1938).









White, Theodore H.






(1915–86), US journalist and historian. He is best known for 
The Making of the President 1960

 (Pulitzer Prize, 1962). Other works include 
In Search of History

 (1978) and 
America in Search of Itself

 (1982).










white admiral






noun




a North American butterfly that has black wings bearing a broad white band and a marginal row of blue dashes.

[
Limenitis arthemis

 , subfamily 
Limenitinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 . See red-spotted purple
 .]














white ant

 
/(h)wīt ant/






noun




another term for termite
 .













White Army






noun




any of the armies that opposed the Bolsheviks during the Russian Civil War of 1918–21.













white arsenic






noun




an extremely toxic soluble white solid made by burning arsenic.

[Alternative name: 
arsenic trioxide

 ; chem. formula: As2
 O3
 .]













whitebait

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌbāt/






noun




the small silvery-white young of herrings, sprats, and similar marine fish, eaten in numbers as food.













white balance






noun




the color balance on a digital camera.













white bass

 
/(h)wīt ˈbas/






noun




a North American freshwater bass with dark horizontal stripes.

[
Morone chrysops

 , family 
Moronidae

 .]













White Bear Lake






a city in southeastern Minnesota, northeast of St. Paul; pop. 24,095 (est. 2008).









white belt






noun



1.
 
a white belt worn by a beginner in judo or karate.




2.
 
a person wearing a white belt in judo or karate.













white birch






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a birch tree with white bark, especially the paper birch or the European silver birch.













white blood cell

 
/(h)wīt bləd sel/






noun




less technical term for leukocyte
 .













whiteboard

 
/ˈ(h)wītbôrd/






noun



1.
 
a wipeable board with a white surface used for teaching or presentations.




2.
 
(also 
interactive whiteboard

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 an area on a display screen common to several users, on which they can write and draw.













white book

 
/(h)wīt bo͝ok/






noun




a book of rules, standards, or records, especially an official government report, bound in white.













white bread

 
/(h)wīt bred/





I.
 
noun




bread that is light in color, made with flour that has been through a refining process




•
 
a thick slice of white bread.




•
 
refined carbohydrates, such as white breads, contain more starch than whole grains.














II.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 blandly conventional in a way that is regarded as characteristic of the white middle classes




•
 
inoffensive white-bread comedies.



















whitecap

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌkap/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a small wave with a foamy crest.














white cedar

 
/(h)wīt ˈsēdər/






noun




a North American tree of the cypress family.

[
Thuja

 and other genera, family 
Cupressaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
northern white cedar

 (
T. occidentalis

 ), which yields timber and medicinal oil.]













white cell






noun




less technical term for leukocyte
 .













white chocolate






noun




a whitish candy made with cocoa butter.













white Christmas

 
/(h)wīt ˈkrisməs/






noun




a Christmas during which there is snow on the ground.













white clover






noun




see clover
 .













white coat





I.
 
noun




a long white protective garment worn by doctors, hospital attendants, and laboratory workers.








II.
 
phrases





men in white coats








‹humorous›

 psychiatrists or psychiatric workers (used to imply that someone is mad or mentally unbalanced)




•
 
I think the men in white coats will be calling soon.























white coat hypertension

 
white coat syndrome






noun






[Medicine]

 
‹informal›

 a syndrome whereby a patient's feeling of anxiety in a medical environment results in an abnormally high reading when their blood pressure is measured.














white-collar

 
/ˈ(h)wīt ˈˌkälər/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to the work done or those who work in an office or other professional environment.




2.
 
denoting nonviolent crime committed by white-collar workers, especially fraud.













white currant






noun




a cultivated variety of red currant with pale edible berries. The berries are insipid and generally used for jams and jellies, in combination with other fruits.













white dwarf

 
/ˌ(h)wīt ˈdwôrf/






noun






[Astronomy]

 a small very dense star that is typically the size of a planet. A white dwarf is formed when a low-mass star has exhausted all its central nuclear fuel and lost its outer layers as a planetary nebula.













white elephant

 
/ˌ(h)wīd ˈeləfənt/





I.
 
noun




a possession that is useless or troublesome, especially one that is expensive to maintain or difficult to dispose of.











– origin

 from the story that the kings of Siam gave such animals as a gift to courtiers considered obnoxious, in order to ruin the recipient by the great expense incurred in maintaining the animal.





white-eye

 
/ˈ(h)wīdˌī/






noun




a small Old World songbird with a ring of white feathers around the eye.

[Family 
Zosteropidae

 : several genera, in particular 
Zosterops

 , and numerous species.]













whiteface

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌfās/






noun



1.
 
white stage makeup.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a Hereford cow or bull.













white-faced






adjective




pale from fear, ill health, or tiredness




•
 
she emerged white-faced and shaking.



















White Father





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a white man regarded by people of a nonwhite race as having authority over them.




2.
 
a member of the Society of Missionaries of Africa, a Roman Catholic order founded in Algiers in 1868.











– origin

 translating French 
Père Blanc

 .





white feather

 
/ˌ(h)wīt ˈfeT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




a white-colored feather used as a symbol or mark of perceived cowardice.








II.
 
phrases





show the white feather








(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 behave in a cowardly fashion.















– origin

 late 18th cent.: with reference to a white feather in the tail of a game bird, being a mark of bad breeding.





white fir






noun




a North American fir that has a whitish coloration on both sides of its flat needles. White firs are common in the mountainous coastal areas of California, the Sierra Nevada, and the southern Rockies.

[
Abies concolor

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













whitefish

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌfiSH/






noun




a mainly freshwater fish of the salmon family, widely used as food.

[
Coregonus

 and other genera, family 
Salmonidae

 : several species.]













white fish

 
/(h)wīt ˈfiSH/






noun




fish with pale flesh, such as plaice, halibut, cod, and haddock.













white flag

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈflaɡ/






noun




a white flag or cloth used as a symbol of surrender, truce, or a desire to parley.













white flight






noun






(US)

 the move of white city-dwellers to the suburbs to escape the influx of minorities.













white flour






noun




fine wheat flour, typically bleached, from which most of the bran and germ have been removed.













whitefly

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌflī/






noun




a minute winged bug covered with powdery white wax, damaging plants by feeding on the sap and coating them with honeydew.

[Family 
Aleyrodidae

 , suborder 
Homoptera

 : numerous genera and species.]













white-footed mouse






noun




a common deer mouse with white feet, found in the US and Mexico.

[
Peromyscus leucopus

 , family 
Muridae

 .]













White Friar

 
/(h)wīt ˈfrī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun




a Carmelite monk.











– origin

 late Middle English: so named because of the white habits worn by the monks.





whitefront

 
/ˈ(h)wītfrənt /

 
white-fronted goose






noun




a migratory goose with mainly gray plumage and a white forehead, breeding in northern Eurasia and North America.

[Genus 
Anser

 , family 
Anatidae

 : two species.]













white-glove





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 providing or involving meticulous care, attention, or service




•
 
you went to the best restaurant in town where they gave you 
white-glove service






•
 
the sprawling resorts and white-glove hotels in and around San Juan.

















– origin

 1950s: probably with reference to the white gloves traditionally worn by butlers or other domestic servants.





white gold

 
/(h)wīt ɡōld/






noun




a silver-colored alloy of gold with nickel, platinum, or another metal.














white goods

 
/ˈ(h)wīt ˌɡo͝odz/






plural noun



1.
 
large electrical goods used domestically such as refrigerators and washing machines, typically white in color.

Compare with brown goods
 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 domestic linen.













white-haired

 
/ˌ(h)wītˈherd/






adjective




having hair of a white color, especially from age




•
 
a white-haired woman with wrinkled skin.



















Whitehall

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌhôl/





I.
 
a street in Westminster, London, on which many government offices are located.




II.
 
used as an allusive reference to the British Civil Service.




III.
 
used as an allusive reference to the British government, its offices, or its policy




•
 
a pledge was given by Whitehall to protect British troops in Bosnia.
















white-handed gibbon






noun




the common gibbon, which has white hands and feet and is found in Thailand and Malaysia.

Also called lar gibbon
 . [
Hylobates lar

 , family 
Hylobatidae

 .]














white hat





I.
 
noun



1.
 
used in reference to a good or moral person, especially the hero in a movie, novel, or play


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the two central characters are a cop and a gangster, but don't expect a simple black-hat/white-hat duality.










2.
 


[Computing]

 
‹informal›

 a person who hacks into a computer network in order to test or evaluate its security systems




•
 
while security dudes tend to speak in terms of black or white hats, it seems to me that nearly all hats are in varying shades of grey.

















– origin

 1950s: from the color of the hat traditionally worn by the good character in westerns. Compare with black hat
 .





whitehead

 
/ˈ(h)wīt(h)ed/






noun






‹informal›

 a pale or white-topped pustule on the skin.













Whitehead, Alfred North

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌ(h)ed/






(1861–1947), English philosopher and mathematician. He is remembered chiefly for 
Principia Mathematica

 (1910–13), on which he collaborated with his student Bertrand Russell.









white heat

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈhēt/






noun



1.
 
the temperature or state of something that is so hot that it emits white light.




2.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a state of intense passion or activity.













white hole






noun






[Astronomy]

 a hypothetical celestial object that expands outward from a space-time singularity and emits energy, in the manner of a time-reversed black hole.













white hope

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈhōp/






noun



1.
 
a person expected to bring much success to a group or organization




•
 
he was the 
great white hope

 for many kids trapped in bad lives.










2.
 
formerly, a white boxer believed by fans to be able to beat a black champion.













Whitehorse

 
/ˈ(h)wīt(h)ôrs/






the capital of Yukon Territory in northwestern Canada; pop. 20,461 (2006). Situated on the Alaska Highway, it is the center of a copper-mining and fur-trapping region.









white horses






plural noun




white-crested sea waves.













white-hot

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈhät/






adjective




at white heat




•
 
a shower of white-hot embers.



















White House

 
/ˈ(h)wīt ˌhous/





I.
 
the official residence of the US president in Washington, DC.




II.
 
the US president, presidency, or government




•
 
the White House denounced the charge.










III.
 
the Russian parliament building.









white ibis






noun




a white ibis with a red face and a long decurved red bill, found chiefly from the southern US to northern South America.

[
Eudocimus albus

 , family 
Threskiornithidae

 .]













white knight

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈnīt/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that comes to someone's aid.




2.
 
a person or company making an acceptable counteroffer for a company facing a hostile takeover bid.













white-knuckle

 
/ˌ(h)wītˈnək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a vehicle, boat, or airplane ride) causing excitement or tension.











– origin

 1970s: with reference to the effect caused by gripping tightly to steady oneself.





white-knuckled

 
/ˌ(h)wītˈnəkəld/






adjective






‹informal›

 (of a person) showing signs of extreme tension due to fear or anger.













white label






noun




a vinyl record that is supplied with a plain white label before general release for promotional purposes.













White Lady






noun




a cocktail made with gin, orange liqueur, and lemon juice.














white lead

 
/(h)wīt ˈled/






noun




a white pigment consisting of a mixture of lead carbonate and lead hydroxide.













white lie

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈlī/






noun




a harmless or trivial lie, especially one told to avoid hurting someone's feelings.













white light

 
/(h)wīt līt/






noun




apparently colorless light, for example ordinary daylight. It contains all the wavelengths of the visible spectrum at equal intensity.













white lightning






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 illicit homemade whiskey, typically colorless and distilled from corn.













white list





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a list of people or products viewed with approval.

Compare with blacklist
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
white-list

 )


1.
 
place on a white list




•
 
it is not possible to whitelist specific users based on their email address or domain name.



















white magic

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈmajik/





I.
 
noun




magic used only for good purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





white magician






noun






















white matter






noun




the paler tissue of the brain and spinal cord, consisting mainly of nerve fibers with their myelin sheaths.

Compare with gray matter
 .














white meat

 
/(h)wīt mēt/






noun




pale meat such as poultry, veal, and rabbit.

Often contrasted with red meat
 .













white metal

 
/(h)wīt ˈmedl/






noun




a white or silvery alloy, especially a tin-based alloy used for the surfaces of bearings.













White Mountains






a range that rises to 6,288 feet (1,918 m) at Mount Washington, situated in northern New Hampshire, part of the Presidential Range in the Appalachian system.









white mouse

 
/(h)wīt mous/






noun




an albino form of the house mouse, widely bred as a pet and laboratory animal.













whiten

 
/ˈ(h)wītn/





I.
 
verb




make or become white


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
snow whitened the mountain tops




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
she gripped the handle until her knuckles whitened.














II.
 
derivatives





whitener

 
/ˈ(h)wītnər ˈ(h)wītnər /






noun





















whiteness

 
/ˈwītnəs/






noun



1.
 
the property or quality of being white in color




•
 
a landscape dominated by the whiteness of snow.










2.
 
the quality of being very pale




•
 
the whiteness of her skin, like fine porcelain.










3.
 
the fact or state of belonging to a human group having light-colored skin




•
 
whiteness was defined as both a racial and a regional characteristic.



















white night






noun



1.
 
a sleepless night.

[translating French 
nuit blanche

 .]




2.
 
a night when it is never properly dark, as in high latitudes in summer.














White Nile

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈnīl/






the name for the main, western branch of the Nile River that flows between the Uganda–South Sudan border and its confluence with the Blue Nile at Khartoum.









white noise

 
/(h)wīt noiz/






noun






[Physics]

 noise containing many frequencies with equal intensities.













whiteout

 
/ˈ(h)wītout/






noun



1.
 
a blizzard, especially in polar regions, that reduces visibilities to near zero.




2.
 
a weather condition in which the features and horizon of snow-covered country are indistinguishable due to uniform light diffusion.




3.
 
white correction fluid for covering typing or writing mistakes.




4.
 
a loss of color vision due to rapid acceleration, often before a loss of consciousness.













white pages






noun




the part of the telephone book that lists residential and business telephone numbers in alphabetical order by name, usually without any advertising copy.













white paper






noun




a government or other authoritative report giving information or proposals on an issue.













White Pass






a pass from Skagway in Alaska into British Columbia that provided a route for gold seekers in the 1890s Klondike rush. A railroad here, opened in 1900, draws tourists.









white pepper

 
/(h)wīt ˈpepər/






noun




the husked ripe or unripe berries of the pepper (see pepper
 (
sense

 2 
of the

 noun)), typically ground and used as a condiment.














white pine

 
/(h)wīt pīn/






noun




any of a number of coniferous trees with whitish timber, in particular

[● a North American tree that yields high-quality timber that is valued for intricate work (
Pinus strobus

 , family 
Pinaceae

 ). ● the kahikatea.]













white pizza





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a type of pizza made without tomato sauce




•
 
a white pizza topped with rosemary, garlic, anchovies, and black olives.

















– origin

 1970s: translation of Italian 
pizza bianca

 .





White Plains






a commercial city in southeastern New York, the seat of Westchester County; pop. 57,342 (est. 2008).










white pointer






noun




another term for great white shark
 .













white poplar

 
/(h)wīt ˈpäplər/






noun




a Eurasian poplar with lobed leaves that are white underneath and gray-green above.

Also called abele
 . [
Populus alba

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]













white rhinoceros






noun




a very large two-horned African rhinoceros with broad lips.

[
Ceratotherium simum

 , family 
Rhinocerotidae

 .]













White River





I.
 
a river that flows for 720 miles (1,160 m) from northwestern Arkansas across the Ozark Plateau to the Mississippi River.




II.
 
a river that flows in two main branches through Indiana, past Indianapolis, to the Wabash River.




III.
 
a river that flows for 500 miles (800 km) from northwestern Nebraska into South Dakota to the Missouri River.










White Russia

 
/(h)wīt ˈrəSHə/






another name for Belarus
 .









White Russian

 
/(h)wīt ˈrəSHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Belorussian.




2.
 
an opponent of the Bolsheviks during the Russian Civil War.




3.
 
a cocktail made of vodka, coffee liqueur, and milk served on ice.








II.
 
adjective



1.
 
Belorussian.




2.
 
of or relating to the opponents of the Bolsheviks.













white sale

 
/(h)wīt sāl/






noun




a store's sale of household linens.













White Sands






an area of white gypsum salt flats in central New Mexico, designated a national monument in 1933. It is surrounded by a large missile-testing range, which, in 1945, was the site of the detonation of the first nuclear weapon.









white sauce

 
/(h)wīt sôs/






noun




a sauce of flour, melted butter, and milk or cream.













White Sea






an inlet of the Barents Sea off the coast of northwestern Russia.









white-shoe

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌSHo͞o/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 denoting a company, especially a law firm, owned and run by members of the WASP elite, generally regarded as cautious and conservative.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 denoting a privileged and wealthy American person, considered as part of a conservative social set




•
 
white-shoe college boys who edit their campus literary magazines.

















– origin

 with reference to the white shoes fashionable among Ivy League college students in the 1940s and early 1950s.





white slave

 
/(h)wīt slāv/





I.
 
noun




a woman tricked or forced into prostitution, typically one taken to a foreign country for this purpose.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
white slaver






noun













2.
 
white slavery

 
/ˌ(h)wīt ˈslāv(ə)rē /






noun





















whitesmith

 
/ˈ(h)wītsmiTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who makes articles out of metal, especially tin.




2.
 
a polisher or finisher of metal goods.











– origin

 Middle English: from white
 (denoting ‘white iron,’ i.e., tin) + smith
 .





white spruce






noun




a North American spruce with yellow-green or blue-green needles and cylindrical cones, found principally in Canada.

[
Picea glauca

 , family 
Pinaceae

 .]













Whitestone

 
/ˈ(h)wītstōn/






a largely residential section of northern Queens in New York City, on the East River, across from the Bronx, to which it is joined by the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge.









white sugar






noun




purified sugar.













White Sulphur Springs






a historic resort city in southeastern West Virginia, in the Allegheny Mountains; pop. 2,279 (est. 2008).









white supremacy






noun




the belief that white people are superior to those of all other races, especially the black race, and should therefore dominate society.













whitetail deer

 
/ˌwīttāl ˈdir /

 
white-tailed deer
 , whitetail






noun




a reddish to grayish American deer with white on the belly and the underside of the tail.

[
Odocoileus virginianus

 , family 
Cervidae

 .]














whitethorn

 
/ˈ(h)wītTHôrn/






noun




the hawthorn.













whitethroat

 
/ˈ(h)wītTHrōt/






noun




a migratory Eurasian and North African warbler with a gray head and white throat.

[Genus 
Sylvia

 , family 
Sylviidae

 : three species, in particular the common 
S. communis

 .]













white-throated sparrow






noun




a sparrow that winters in southern and eastern North America. It has prominent yellow eyebrows and a white patch at the throat.

[
Zonotrichia albicollis

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .]













white tie

 
/(h)wīt tī/






noun



1.
 
a white bow tie worn by men as part of full evening dress.




2.
 
full evening dress with a white bow tie




•
 
he was wearing immaculate white tie and tails




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a white-tie dinner.



















white trash

 
/ˈˌ(h)wīt ˈtraSH/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 poor white people, especially those living in the southern US.













white truffle






noun




an underground fungus eaten in Europe as a delicacy.

Also called tartufo
 . [
Tuber magnatum

 , family 
Tuberaceae

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 (also called 
Piedmont truffle

 ).]













white vitriol

 
/ˌ(h)wīt ˈvitrēəl/






noun






‹archaic›

 crystalline zinc sulfate.













whitewall

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌwôl/






noun



1.
 
(also 
whitewall tire

 )
 — a tire with a white stripe around the outside, or a white sidewall.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 denoting a haircut in which the sides of the head are shaved and the top and back are left longer.














white walnut






noun




another term for butternut
 (
sense

 1).













whitewash

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌwäSH ˈ(h)wītˌwôSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a solution of lime and water or of whiting, size, and water, used for painting walls white.




2.
 
(also 
whitewashing

 )
 — a deliberate concealment of someone's mistakes or faults in order to clear their name.




3.
 
a victory in a game in which the loser scores no points.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
whitewashed

 )
 — paint (a wall, building, or room) with whitewash.




2.
 
deliberately attempt to conceal unpleasant facts about (a person or organization)




•
 
his wife must have wanted to whitewash his reputation.










3.
 
defeat (an opponent), keeping them from scoring.








III.
 
derivatives





whitewasher

 
/ˈ(h)wītˌwôSHər ˈ(h)wītˌwäSHər /






noun





















whitewater

 
/(h)wītˈwôdər /

 
white water






noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
fast shallow stretches of water in a river




•
 
whitewater rafting.




















white whale

 
/(h)wīt (h)wāl/






noun




another term for beluga
 (
sense

 1).













white willow






noun




a Eurasian streamside willow that has narrow leaves with silky white hairs on both sides, and the bark of which contains salicin.

[
Salix alba

 , family 
Salicaceae

 .]













white witch

 
/(h)wīt wiCH/






noun




a person, typically a woman, who practices magic for altruistic purposes.













whitewood

 
/ˈ(h)wītwo͝od/






noun



1.
 
light-colored wood, especially when made up into furniture and ready for staining, varnishing, or painting.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 any of a number of trees that yield pale timber, in particular

[● a silver fir. ● a basswood. ● the tulip tree.]













whitework

 
/ˈ(h)wītwərk/






noun




embroidery worked in white thread on a white ground.













whitey

 
/ˈ(h)wīdē/






noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a contemptuous term used by black people to refer to a white person or to white people collectively.













whither

 
/ˈ(h)wiT͟Hər/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 to what place or state




•
 
whither are we bound?




•
 
they asked people whither they would emigrate.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 what is the likely future of




•
 
whither modern architecture?














II.
 
relative adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 to which (with reference to a place)




•
 
the barbecue had been set up by the lake, whither Matthew and Sara were conducted.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 to whatever place; wherever




•
 
we could drive whither we pleased.

















– origin

 Old English 
hwider

 , from the Germanic base of which
 ; compare with hither
 and thither
 .





whithersoever

 
/ˌ(h)wiT͟Hərsōˈevər/






relative adverb






‹archaic›

 wherever




•
 
she was free to drift whithersoever she chose.



















whiting1


 
/ˈ(h)wīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slender-bodied marine fish of the cod family, which lives in shallow European waters and is a commercially important food fish.

[
Merlangius merlangus

 , family 
Gadidae

 .]




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of marine fishes similar to the whiting, in particular the northern kingfish of eastern North America.











– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
wijting

 , from 
wijt

 ‘white.’





whiting2


 
/ˈ(h)wīdiNG/






noun




ground chalk used for purposes such as whitewashing and cleaning metal plate.













whitleather

 
/ˈ(h)witˌleT͟Hər/





I.
 
noun




leather that has been prepared by dressing with alum and salt so as to retain its natural color.











– origin

 late Middle English: from white
 + leather
 .






whitlow

 
/ˈ(h)witˌlō/





I.
 
noun




an abscess in the soft tissue near a fingernail or toenail.











– origin

 late Middle English (also as 
whitflaw

 , 
-flow

 ), apparently from white
 + flaw
 1
 in the sense ‘crack,’ but perhaps related to Dutch 
fijt

 ‘whitlow.’





whitlow grass






noun




a dwarf European plant with a rosette of leaves at the base of a low flowering stem, growing widely on rocks and walls. It was formerly believed to cure whitlows.

[Genus 
Erophila

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species, in particular 
E. verna

 .]













Whitman, Christine Todd

 
/ˈ(h)witmən/






(1946–) US politician. She served as the governor of New Jersey 1994–2001 and administrator of the US Environmental Protection Agency 2001–2003.









Whitman, Walt






(1819–92), US poet. In 1855, he published a free verse collection, 
Leaves of Grass

 , that includes 
“I Sing the Body Electric”

 and 
“Song of Myself”

 ; eight further editions followed during Whitman's lifetime. Other notable works: 
Drum-Taps

 (1865) and 
Sequel to Drum-Taps

 (1865).









Whitney, Eli

 
/ˈ(h)witnē/






(1765–1825), US inventor. He is best known for his invention of the cotton gin (patented 1794) to automate the removal of seeds from raw cotton. He also is known to have developed the idea of mass-producing interchangeable parts in order to fulfill a contract in 1797 to supply muskets for the government.









Whitney, Gertrude Vanderbilt






(1876–1942) US sculptor and philanthropist; the daughter of Cornelius Vanderbilt. She sculpted the 
Titanic

 Women's Memorial in 1931 in Washington, DC, and that same year founded the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York City, the first museum in the US devoted exclusively to American art.









Whitney, Mount






a mountain in the Sierra Nevada in California. Rising to 14,495 feet (4,418 m), it is the highest peak in the continental US outside of Alaska.









Whitsun

 
/ˈ(h)witsən/





I.
 
noun




Whitsuntide.











– origin

 Middle English: from Whitsunday
 , reduced as if from 
Whitsun Day

 .






Whitsunday

 
/ˌ(h)witˈsənˌdā ˌ(h)witˈsənˌdē/





I.
 
noun




another term for Pentecost
 (
sense

 1).











– origin

 late Old English 
Hwīta Sunnandǣg

 , literally ‘white Sunday,’ probably with reference to the white robes of those newly baptized at Pentecost.





Whitsuntide

 
/ˈ(h)witsənˌtīd/






noun




the weekend or week including Whitsunday.













Whittaker, Charles Evans

 
/ˈ(h)witikər/






(1901–73), US Supreme Court associate justice 1957–62. Appointed to the Court by President Eisenhower, he was considered a conservative, especially regarding civil rights.









Whittier

 
/ˈ(h)widēər/






an industrial city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 82,267 (est. 2008).









Whittier, John Greenleaf






(1807–92), US poet and abolitionist. From the early 1840s, he edited various periodicals and wrote poetry for the abolitionist cause. He is best known for his poems on rural themes, especially 
“Snow-Bound”

 (1866).









Whittington, Dick

 
/ˈ(h)witiNGtən/






(died 1423), English merchant and lord mayor of London 1397–98, 1406–07, and 1419–20; full name 
Sir Richard Whittington

 . The legend of his early life as a poor orphan was first recorded in 1605.









whittle

 
/ˈ(h)widl/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
carve (wood) into an object by repeatedly cutting small slices from it.




2.
 
carve (an object) from wood by repeatedly cutting small slices from it.




3.
 
(
whittle something away/down

 )
 — reduce something in size, amount, or extent by a gradual series of steps




•
 
the short list of fifteen was whittled down to five




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
the censors had 
whittled away at

 the racy dialogue.














II.
 
derivatives





whittler






noun



















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from dialect 
whittle

 ‘knife.’





Whittle, Sir Frank

 
/ˈ(h)witl/






(1907–96), English aeronautical engineer, test pilot, and inventor of the jet aircraft engine. He took out the first patent for a turbojet engine in 1930. The first flight using Whittle's jet engine was made in 1941.









whiz

 
/(h)wiz /

 
whizz





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move quickly through the air with a whistling or whooshing sound




•
 
missiles whizzed past




•
 


‹figurative›

 the weeks whizzed by.










2.
 
(
whiz through

 )
 — do or deal with quickly




•
 
Audrey would whiz through a few chores in the shop.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to rotate in a machine, especially a food processor




•
 
add remaining sauce and whiz until smooth.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 urinate.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a whistling or whooshing sound made by something moving fast through the air.




2.
 
(also 
wiz

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a person who is extremely clever at something




•
 
a computer whiz.







[early 20th cent.: influenced by wizard
 .]




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 an act of urinating.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: imitative.





whiz-bang

 
/ˈ(h)wizˌbaNG /

 

‹informal›


 
whizz-bang





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(especially during World War I) a small-caliber high-velocity shell.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a resounding success




•
 
Dan was a whiz-bang at mechanical things.














II.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 lively or sensational; fast-paced




•
 
a whiz-bang publicity campaign.



















whiz kid

 
/ˈ(h)wiz kid/






noun






‹informal›

 a young person who is outstandingly skillful or successful at something




•
 
a computer whiz kid.



















whizzy

 
/ˈ(h)wizē/






adjective




technologically innovative or advanced




•
 
a whizzy new technology.




















who

 
/ho͞o/





I.
 
pronoun



1.
 
[
interrogative pronoun

 ]
 — what or which person or people




•
 
who is that woman?




•
 
I wonder who that letter was from.










2.
 
[
relative pronoun

 ]
 — used to introduce a clause giving further information about a person or people previously mentioned




•
 
Joan Fontaine plays the mouse who married the playboy.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the person that; whoever




•
 
who holds the sea, perforce doth hold the land.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
as who should say








‹archaic›

 as if to say




•
 
he meekly bowed to him, as who should say “Proceed.”















2.
 
who am I (or are you, is he, etc.) to do something






what right or authority do I (or you, he, etc.) have to do something




•
 
who am I to object?















3.
 
who goes there?






see go
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English 
hwā

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wie

 and German 
wer

 . / 
usage:

 
1

 A continuing debate in English usage is the question of when to use 
who

 and when to use 
whom

 . According to formal grammar, 
who

 forms the subjective case and so should be used in subject position in a sentence, as in 
who

 decided this? The form 
whom

 , on the other hand, forms the objective case and so should be used in object position in a sentence, as in 
whom

 do you think we should support? or to 
whom

 do you wish to speak? Although there are some speakers who still use 
who

 and 
whom

 according to the rules of formal grammar as stated here, there are many more who rarely use 
whom

 at all; its use has retreated steadily and is now largely restricted to formal contexts. The normal practice in modern English is to use 
who

 instead of 
whom

 (
who

 do you think we should support?) and, where applicable, to put the preposition at the end of the sentence (
who

 do you wish to speak to?). Such uses are today broadly accepted in standard English, but in formal writing it is best to maintain the distinction. 
2

 On the use of 
who

 and 
that

 in relative clauses see usage at that
 .





WHO

 
/ˌdəblyo͞oːāCHˈō/






abbreviation




World Health Organization.













whoa

 
/(h)wō/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used as a command to a horse to make it stop or slow down.




2.
 


‹informal›

 used as a greeting, to express surprise or interest, or to command attention




•
 
whoa, that's huge!

















– origin

 late Middle English: variant of ho
 2
 .





who'd

 
/ho͞od/






contraction



1.
 
who had




•
 
some Americans who'd arrived after lunch.










2.
 
who would




•
 
he knew many of the people who'd be there.



















who'da

 
/ˈho͞odə /

 
whoda






contraction






‹informal›

 who would have




•
 
who'da thunk he could do that?



















whodunit

 
/ho͞oˈdənət /

 


‹Brit.›

 whodunnit





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a story or play about a murder in which the identity of the murderer is not revealed until the end.











– origin

 1930s: from 
who done it?

 , nonstandard form of 
who did it?







whoe'er

 
/ho͞oˈer /

 

‹literary›







contraction




whoever.














whoever

 
/ho͞oˈevər/





I.
 
relative pronoun



1.
 
the person or people who; any person who




•
 
whoever did it hated him.










2.
 
regardless of who




•
 
come out, whoever you are.














II.
 
pronoun




used for emphasis instead of “who” in questions, typically expressing surprise or confusion




•
 
whoever would want to make up something like that?

















usage:

 In the emphatic use, 
whoever

 may be spelled correctly as either one word or two: 
whoever

 does he think he is? or 
who ever

 does he think he is? See also usage at however
 and whatever
 .






whole

 
/hōl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — all of; entire




•
 
he spent the whole day walking




•
 
she wasn't telling the whole truth.










2.
 
used to emphasize a large extent or number




•
 
whole shelves in libraries are devoted to the subject




•
 


a whole lot of

 money.










3.
 
in an unbroken or undamaged state; in one piece




•
 
owls usually swallow their prey whole.










4.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — (of milk, blood, or other substances) with no part removed.




5.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — healthy




•
 
all people should be whole in body, mind, and spirit.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a thing that is complete in itself




•
 
the subjects of the curriculum form a coherent whole.










2.
 
(
the whole

 )
 — all of something




•
 
the effects will last for the whole of his life.














III.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 used to emphasize the novelty or distinctness of something




•
 
the man who's given a whole new meaning to the term “cowboy.”














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
as a whole






as a single unit and not as separate parts; in general




•
 
a healthy economy is in the best interests of society as a whole.















2.
 
in whole






entirely or fully




•
 
a number of stone churches survive in whole or in part.















3.
 
in the whole (wide) world






anywhere; of all




•
 
he was the nicest person in the whole world.















4.
 
on the whole






taking everything into account; in general.









5.
 
the whole nine yards








‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 everything possible or available




•
 
send in the troops, aircraft, nuclear submarine experts, the whole nine yards.


















V.
 
derivatives





wholeness

 
/ˈhōlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
hāl

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
heel

 and German 
heil

 , also to hail
 2
 . The spelling with 
wh-

 (reflecting a dialect pronunciation with 
w-

 ) first appeared in the 15th cent.





whole blood






noun




blood drawn directly from the body from which none of the components, such as plasma or platelets, has been removed.













whole body scan





I.
 
noun




a CT scan of the torso, especially one obtained for health screening purposes.








II.
 
derivatives





whole body scanning






noun





















whole cloth





I.
 
noun




cloth of the full size as manufactured, as distinguished from a piece cut off for a garment or other item.








II.
 
phrases





out of (the) whole cloth








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 totally false




•
 
the allegations had been created out of whole cloth.























whole food

 
/ˈhōl fo͞od/






noun

 — (also 
whole foods

 )


1.
 
food that has been processed or refined as little as possible and is free from additives or other artificial substances.













whole-grain






adjective




made with or containing whole unprocessed grain




•
 
whole-grain cereals.



















wholehearted

 
/ˌhōlˈhärdəd/





I.
 
adjective




showing or characterized by complete sincerity and commitment




•
 
you have my wholehearted support.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wholeheartedly

 
/ˌhōlˈhärdədlē /






adverb













2.
 
wholeheartedness

 
/ˌhōlˈhärdədnəs /






noun





















whole language






noun




a method of teaching children to read at an early age that allows students to select their own reading matter and that emphasizes the use and recognition of words in everyday contexts.













whole-life

 
/ˈhōlˌlīf/






adjective




relating to or denoting a life insurance policy that pays a specified amount only on the death of the person insured.














whole life insurance






noun




life insurance that pays a benefit on the death of the insured and also accumulates a cash value.

Compare with term life insurance
 .













whole note

 
/hōl nōt/






noun






[Music]

 
(N. Amer.)

 a note having the time value of two half notes or four quarter notes, represented by a ring with no stem. It is the longest note now in common use.

Also called semibreve
 .













whole number

 
/hōl ˈnəmbər/






noun




a number without fractions; an integer.













wholesale

 
/ˈhōlˌsāl/





I.
 
noun




the selling of goods in large quantities to be retailed by others.








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
being sold in large quantities to be retailed by others




•
 
bottles from this region sell wholesale at about $72 a case.










2.
 
on a large scale




•
 
the safety clauses seem to have been taken wholesale from union documents.














III.
 
adjective




done on a large scale; extensive




•
 
the wholesale destruction of the natural order.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
sell (goods) in large quantities at low prices to be retailed by others.








V.
 
derivatives





wholesaler

 
/ˈhōlˌsālər /






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English: originally as 
by whole sale

 ‘in large quantities.’





wholesome

 
/ˈhōlsəm/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
conducive to or suggestive of good health and physical well-being




•
 
the food is plentiful and very wholesome.










2.
 
conducive to or promoting moral well-being




•
 
good wholesome fun.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wholesomely

 
/ˈhōlsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
wholesomeness

 
/ˈhōlsəmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: probably already in Old English (see whole
 , -some
 1
 ).





whole step

 
/hōl step/






noun






[Music]

 an interval of a (whole) tone.













whole-tone scale

 
/ˈhōl ˌtōn ˌskāl/






noun






[Music]

 a scale consisting entirely of intervals of a tone, with no semitones.













wholewheat

 
/ˈhōlˌ(h)wēt/





I.
 
adjective




denoting flour or bread made from whole grains of wheat, including the husk or outer layer.








II.
 
noun




wholewheat bread or flour.













wholism

 
/ˈhōlizəm/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of holism
 .








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wholistic

 
/ˌhōˈlistik /






adjective













2.
 
wholistically

 
/ˌhōˈlistik /






adverb





















wholly

 
/ˈhōl(l)ē/





I.
 
adverb




entirely; fully




•
 
she found herself given over wholly to sensation




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
the distinction is not wholly clear.

















– origin

 Middle English: probably already in Old English (see whole
 , -ly
 2
 ).





wholly-owned






adjective




denoting a company all of whose shares are owned by another company.













whom

 
/ho͞om/





I.
 
pronoun




used instead of “who” as the object of a verb or preposition


[
interrogative pronoun

 ]


•
 
whom did he marry?




•
 [
relative pronoun

 ]
 
her mother, in whom she confided, said it wasn't easy for her.

















usage:

 On the use of 
who

 and 
whom

 , see usage at who
 .





whomever

 
/ho͞omˈevər/






pronoun






‹chiefly formal›

 
‹literary›

 used instead of “whoever” as the object of a verb or preposition




•
 
I'll sing whatever I like to whomever I like.



















whomp

 
/(h)wämp (h)wômp /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
strike heavily; thump




•
 
whomp the club head on the ground




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
giant comet chunks whomped into Jupiter.










2.
 
defeat decisively




•
 
that was our last fight and I whomped him good.














II.
 
noun




a dull heavy sound.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





whomp something up








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 produce something quickly




•
 
I might whomp up a couple of gallons of spaghetti sauce.





















– origin

 1920s: imitative.





whomso

 
/ˈho͞omsō/






pronoun






‹archaic›

 used instead of “whoso” as the object of a verb or preposition




•
 
whomso thou meetest, say thou this to each.



















whomsoever

 
/ˌho͞omsōˈevər/






relative pronoun






‹formal›

 used instead of “whosoever” as the object of a verb or preposition




•
 
they supported his right to marry whomsoever he chose.



















whoomp

 
/(h)wo͞omp /

 
whoomph





I.
 
noun




a sudden sound, such as that made by a muffled or distant explosion




•
 
the distant whoomp of antiaircraft shells bursting.

















– origin

 1950s: imitative.





whoop

 
/(h)wo͞op/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud cry of joy or excitement.




2.
 

/wo͝op /

 — a long rasping indrawn breath, typically of someone with whooping cough.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give or make a whoop




•
 
all at once they were 
whooping with

 laughter.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
not give (or care) a whoop








(US)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 be totally indifferent.









2.
 
whoop it up





a.
 


‹informal›

 enjoy oneself or celebrate in a noisy way.




b.
 


(N. Amer.)

 create or stir up excitement or enthusiasm.















– origin

 Middle English: probably imitative.





whoopee

 
/ˈ(h)wo͝opē (h)wo͝oˈpē /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




expressing wild excitement or joy.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
wild revelry




•
 
hours of parades and whoopee.










2.
 


‹dated›

 a wild party.








III.
 
phrases





make whoopee

 

‹informal›






a.
 
celebrate wildly.




b.
 
have sexual intercourse.

















whoopee cushion

 
/ˈwo͝opē ˌko͝oSH(ə)n /

 
whoopie cushion






noun




a rubber cushion that makes a sound like a fart when someone sits on it.













whooper

 
/ˈ(h)wo͝opər ˈ(h)wo͞opər ˈho͞opər/






noun



1.
 
a large migratory swan with a black and yellow bill and a loud trumpeting call, breeding in northern Eurasia and Greenland.

[
Cygnus cygnus

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]




2.
 
short for whooping crane
 .













whoopie pie

 
whoopee pie






noun




a dessert or snack made from two soft cookies, typically chocolate, with a creamy filling sandwiched in between.




•
 
Eunice makes amazing whoopie pies.




•
 
I comforted myself by savoring the sugary sweetness of the chocolate whoopie pie.




















whooping cough






noun




a contagious bacterial disease chiefly affecting children, characterized by convulsive coughs followed by a whoop.

Also called pertussis
 . [The organism responsible is 
Bordetella pertussis

 , a Gram-negative bacterium intermediate between a coccus and a bacillus.]














whooping crane






noun




a large mainly white crane with a trumpeting call, breeding in central Canada and now endangered.

[
Grus americana

 , family 
Gruidae

 .]













whoops

 
/wo͞ops wo͝ops/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 another term for oops
 .











– origin

 1920s: probably an alteration of upsy-daisy
 ; compare with oops
 .





whoosh

 
/(h)wo͞oSH (h)wo͝oSH /

 
woosh





I.
 
verb




move or cause to move quickly or suddenly with a rushing sound


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
a train whooshed by




•
 (as 
adj.

 
whooshing

 )
 
there was a loud whooshing noise.














II.
 
noun




a sudden movement accompanied by a rushing sound




•
 
there was a big whoosh of air.














III.
 
exclamation




used to imitate a rushing movement and sound.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.





whop

 
/(h)wäp /

 

‹informal›


 
whap





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hit hard




•
 
Smith whopped him on the nose.










2.
 


(US)

 defeat; overcome




•
 
the Astros whopped the New York Mets in Saturday's game.














II.
 
noun




a heavy blow, or the sound of such a blow.











– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘take or put sharply’): variant of dialect 
wap

 ‘strike,’ of unknown origin.





whopper

 
/ˈ(h)wäpər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is extremely or unusually large




•
 
the novel is a 1,079 page whopper.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a gross or blatant lie.













whopping

 
/ˈ(h)wäpiNG/






adjective






‹informal›

 very large




•
 
a whopping $74 million loss




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
a whopping big party.




















whore

 
/hôr/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 a prostitute.




2.
 


‹derogatory›

 a promiscuous woman.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a woman) work as a prostitute




•
 
she spent her life whoring for dangerous men.










2.
 
(often as 
noun

 
whoring

 )
 — (of a man) use the services of prostitutes




•
 
he lived by night, indulging in his two hobbies, whoring and eating.










3.
 
debase oneself by doing something for unworthy motives, typically to make money




•
 
he had never whored after money.














III.
 
phrases





the Whore of Babylon








‹derogatory›

 the Roman Catholic Church.

[with biblical allusion to Rev. 17:1, 5, etc.]















– origin

 late Old English 
hōre

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
hoer

 and German 
Hure

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
carus

 ‘dear.’





whoredom

 
/ˈhôrdəm/






noun






‹dated›

 prostitution or other promiscuous sexual activity.













whorehouse

 
/ˈhôrˌhous/






noun






‹informal›

 a brothel.













whoremaster

 
/ˈhôrˌmastər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a whoremonger.













whoremonger

 
/ˈhôrmäNGɡər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who has dealings with prostitutes, especially a sexually promiscuous man.













whoreson

 
/ˈhôrs(ə)n/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 an unpleasant or greatly disliked person.











– origin

 Middle English: from whore
 + son
 , suggested by Anglo-Norman French 
fiz a putain

 .





Whorf, Benjamin Lee

 
/(h)wôrf/






(1897–1941), US linguist and insurance worker, known for his contribution to the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis. A student of linguistics in his spare time, Whorf studied Hopi and other American Indian languages and attended Edward Sapir's courses at Yale.









whorish

 
/ˈhôriSH/





I.
 
adjective




belonging to or characteristic of a prostitute.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
whorishly






adverb













2.
 
whorishness






noun





















whorl

 
/(h)wôrl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a pattern of spirals or concentric circles




•
 
Shelley drew larger and larger dark whorls on her notepad.










2.
 


[Zoology]

 each of the turns or convolutions in the shell of a gastropod or ammonoid mollusk.




3.
 


[Botany]

 a set of leaves, flowers, or branches springing from the stem at the same level and encircling it.




4.
 


[Botany]

 (in a flower) each of the sets of organs, especially the petals and sepals, arranged concentrically around the receptacle.




5.
 
a complete circle in a fingerprint.




6.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a small wheel or pulley in a spinning wheel, spinning machine, or spindle.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 spiral or move in a twisted and convoluted fashion




•
 
the dances are kinetic kaleidoscopes where steps whorl into wildness.














III.
 
derivatives





whorled

 
/(h)wôrld /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a small flywheel): apparently a variant of whirl
 , influenced by Old English 
wharve

 ‘whorl of a spindle.’






whortleberry

 
/ˈ(h)wərdlˌberē/





I.
 
noun




a bilberry.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: dialect variant of Middle English 
hurtleberry

 , of unknown origin.





who's

 
/ho͞oz/





I.
 
contraction



1.
 
who is




•
 
who's that?










2.
 
who has




•
 
who's done the reading?

















usage:

 A common written mistake is to confuse 
who's

 with 
whose

 . The form 
who's

 represents a contraction of ‘who is’ or ‘who has’: 
who's

 going to feed the dog? | I wonder 
who's

 left the light on again? The word 
whose

 is a possessive pronoun or adjective: 
whose

 is this? | 
whose

 turn is it?





whose

 
/ho͞oz/





I.
 
interrogative possessive determiner, pronoun




belonging to or associated with which person


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
whose round is it?




•
 [as 
pronoun

 ]
 
a minivan was parked at the curb and Juliet wondered whose it was.














II.
 
relative possessive determiner




of whom or which (used to indicate that the following noun belongs to or is associated with the person or thing mentioned in the previous clause)




•
 
he's a man whose opinion I respect.

















– origin

 Old English 
hwæs

 , genitive of 
hwā

 ‘who’ and 
hwæt

 ‘what.’ / 
usage:

 On the differences in use between 
whose

 and 
who's

 , see usage at who's
 .





whosesoever

 
/ˌho͞ozsōˈevər/






relative pronoun, determiner






‹formal›

 whoever's


[as 
determiner

 ]


•
 
the story will have been told you by your fathers, whosesoever sons you are.



















whosever

 
/ˌho͞ozˈevər/






relative pronoun, determiner






‹rare›

 belonging to or associated with whichever person; whoever's


[as 
pronoun

 ]


•
 
the choice, whosever it was, is interesting




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
she dialed whosever number she could still remember.



















whosis

 
/ˈho͞ozis /

 
whosit





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 (often in titles) a person whose name one cannot recall, does not know, or does not wish to specify




•
 
lunch with Senator Whosis who was so fond of bourbon.

















– origin

 1920s: contraction of 
who is this?







whoso

 
/ˈho͞osō/





I.
 
pronoun




archaic term for whoever
 :




•
 
whoso took such things into account was a fool.

















– origin

 Middle English: shortening of Old English 
swā hwā swā

 ‘so who so.’





whosoever

 
/ˌho͞osōˈevər/






pronoun




formal term for whoever
 :




•
 
a belief that whosoever steals will be blinded.



















who's who






noun




a list or directory of facts about notable people.













wh-question






noun




a question in English introduced by a wh-word and requiring more information in reply than simply 
yes

 or 
no

 .













whump

 
/(h)wəmp/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a dull thudding sound




•
 
the horse fell with a great whump.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a dull thudding sound




•
 
he pitched a snowball that whumped into the car.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — strike (something) heavily with a dull thudding sound




•
 
she began whumping him on his lower back.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





whup

 
/(h)wo͝op/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 beat; thrash




•
 
they would whup him and send him home.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 defeat convincingly




•
 
if you lined up our guys against the 49ers, they'd get whupped.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: variant of whip
 .





wh-word






noun






[Grammar]

 any of a class of English words used to introduce questions and relative clauses. The main wh-words are 
why

 , 
who

 , 
which

 , 
what

 , 
where

 , 
when

 , and 
how

 .














why

 
/(h)wī/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
for what reason or purpose




•
 
why did he do it?










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — used to make or agree to a suggestion




•
 
why don't I give you a lift?














II.
 
relative adverb



1.
 
(with reference to a reason) on account of which; for which




•
 


the reason why

 flu shots need repeating every year is that the virus changes.










2.
 
the reason for which




•
 
each has faced similar hardships, and perhaps that is why they are friends.














III.
 
exclamation



1.
 
expressing surprise or indignation




•
 
Why, that's absurd!










2.
 
used to add emphasis to a response




•
 
“You think so?” “Why, yes.”














IV.
 
noun




a reason or explanation




•
 
the 
whys and wherefores

 of these procedures need to be explained to students.














V.
 
phrases





why so?






for what reason or purpose?















– origin

 Old English 
hwī

 , 
hwȳ

 ‘by what cause,’ instrumental case of 
hwæt

 ‘what,’ of Germanic origin.






whydah

 
/ˈ(h)widə /

 
whyda





I.
 
noun




an African weaverbird, the male of which has a black back and a very long black tail used in display flight.

[Genus 
Vidua

 , family 
Ploceidae

 : several species.]











– origin

 late 18th cent. (originally 
widow-bird

 ): alteration by association with 
Whidah

 (now Ouidah), a town in Benin.





WI

 
/ˈˌdəbəlˌyo͞o ˈī/






abbreviation



1.
 
West Indies.




2.
 
Wisconsin (in official postal use).




3.
 


(Brit.)

 Women's Institute.













WIC

 
/wik/






abbreviation




Women, Infants, and Children (a federal or state program to ensure proper nutrition for poor mothers and their children).














Wicca

 
/ˈwikə/





I.
 
noun




the religious cult of modern witchcraft, especially an initiatory tradition founded in England in the mid 20th century and claiming its origins in pre-Christian pagan religions.








II.
 
derivatives





Wiccan






adjective, noun



















– origin

 representing Old English 
wicca

 ‘witch.’





Wichita

 
/ˈwiCHəˌtô, -ˌtä/






a city in southern Kansas, on the Arkansas River, the largest city in the state; pop. 366,046 (est. 2008).









Wichita Falls






an industrial and commercial city in north central Texas; pop. 101,202 (est. 2008).









wick1


 
/wik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a strip of porous material up which liquid fuel is drawn by capillary action to the flame in a candle, lamp, or lighter.




2.
 


[Medicine]

 a gauze strip inserted in a wound to drain it.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
absorb or draw off (liquid) by capillary action




•
 
these excellent socks will 
wick away

 the sweat




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
synthetics with hollow fibers that wick well.














III.
 
phrases





dip one's wick








‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) have sexual intercourse.















– origin

 Old English 
wēoce

 ; related to Dutch 
wiek

 and German 
Wieche

 ‘wick yarn.’






wick2


 
/wik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(in place names) a town, hamlet, or district




•
 
Hampton Wick




•
 
Warwick.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 a dairy farm.











– origin

 Old English 
wīc

 ‘dwelling place,’ probably based on Latin 
vicus

 ‘street, village.’





wicked

 
/ˈwikid/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
evil or morally wrong




•
 
a wicked and unscrupulous politician.










2.
 
intended to or capable of harming someone or something




•
 
he should be punished for his wicked driving.










3.
 


‹informal›

 extremely unpleasant




•
 
despite the sun, the wind outside was wicked.










4.
 
playfully mischievous




•
 
Ben has a wicked sense of humor.










5.
 


‹informal›

 excellent; wonderful




•
 
Sophie makes wicked cakes.














II.
 
derivatives





wickedly

 
/ˈwikidlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from Old English 
wicca

 ‘witch’ + -ed
 1
 .





wickedness

 
/ˈwikidnəs/






noun




the quality of being evil or morally wrong




•
 
the wickedness of the regime.



















wicker

 
/ˈwikər/





I.
 
noun




pliable twigs, typically of willow, plaited or woven to make items such as furniture and baskets


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a wicker chair.

















– origin

 Middle English: of Scandinavian origin; compare with Swedish 
viker

 ‘willow’; related to 
vika

 ‘to bend.’





wickerwork

 
/ˈwikərˌwərk/






noun



1.
 
wicker.




2.
 
furniture or other items made of wicker.














wicket

 
/ˈwikit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
wicket door

 or 
wicket gate

 )
 — a small door or gate, especially one beside or in a larger one.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an opening in a door or wall, often fitted with glass or a grille and used for selling tickets or a similar purpose.




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 one of the wire hoops on a croquet course.




4.
 


[Cricket]

 each of the sets of three stumps with two bails across the top at either end of the pitch, defended by a batsman.




5.
 
the prepared strip of ground between the wickets.




6.
 
the dismissal of a batsman; each of ten dismissals regarded as marking a division of a side's innings




•
 
Darlington won by four wickets.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
a sticky wicket





a.
 


[Cricket]

 a pitch that has been drying after rain and is difficult to bat on.




b.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 a tricky or awkward situation




•
 
the problem of who sits where can create a sticky wicket.















2.
 
take a wicket








[Cricket]

 (of a bowler or a fielding side) dismiss a batsman.















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘small door or grille’): from Anglo-Norman French and Old Northern French 
wiket

 ; origin uncertain, usually referred to the Germanic root of Old Norse 
víkja

 ‘to turn, move.’ Cricket senses date from the late 17th cent.





wicketkeeper

 
/ˈwikitˌkēpər/





I.
 
noun






[Cricket]

 a fielder stationed close behind a batsman's wicket and typically equipped with gloves and pads.








II.
 
derivatives





wicketkeeping

 
/ˈwikitˌkēpiNG /






noun






















wickiup

 
/ˈwikēˌəp/





I.
 
noun




an American Indian hut consisting of an oval frame covered with brushwood or grass.











– origin

 Fox ‘house;’ compare with wigwam
 .





Wicklow

 
/ˈwiklō/





I.
 
a county in the east of the Republic of Ireland, in the province of Leinster.




II.
 
the county town of Wicklow, on the Irish Sea; pop. 6,930 (2006).









widdershins

 
/ˈwidərˌSHinz /

 
withershins





I.
 
adverb






(chiefly Scottish)

 in a direction contrary to the sun's course, considered as unlucky; counterclockwise.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from Middle Low German 
weddersins

 , from Middle High German 
widersinnes

 , from 
wider

 ‘against’ + 
sin

 ‘direction’; the second element was associated with Scots 
sin

 ‘sun.’






wide

 
/wīd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of great or more than average width




•
 
a wide road.










2.
 
(after a measurement and in questions) from side to side




•
 
it measures 15 cm long by 12 cm wide




•
 
how wide do you think this house is?










3.
 
open to the full extent




•
 
wide eyes.










4.
 
considerable




•
 
tax revenues have undershot Treasury projections by a wide margin.










5.
 
including a great variety of people or things




•
 
a wide range of opinion.










6.
 
spread among a large number of people or over a large area




•
 
the business is slowly gaining wider acceptance.










7.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — extending over the whole of




•
 
an industry-wide trend.










8.
 
at a considerable or specified distance from a point or mark




•
 
Bodie's shot was inches wide.










9.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitch) outside




•
 
the ball was 
wide of

 the plate.










10.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a throw) to either side of a base




•
 
forced a wide throw to first.










11.
 
(in field sports) at or near the side of the field




•
 
he played in a wide left position.










12.
 


[Phonetics]

 another term for lax
 1
 .








II.
 
adverb



1.
 
to the full extent




•
 
his eyes opened wide.










2.
 
far from a particular point or mark




•
 
a shot that went wide to the right.










3.
 
at or near the side of the field; toward the sideline




•
 
he will play wide on the right.














III.
 
noun






[Cricket]

 a ball that is judged to be too wide of the stumps for the batsman to play, for which an extra is awarded to the batting side.








IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
give someone/something a wide berth






see berth
 .









2.
 
wide awake






fully awake.









3.
 
wide of the mark






see off the mark
 at mark
 1
 .









4.
 
wide open

 
/ˌwīd ˈōp(ə)n /





a.
 
fully open




•
 
the door was wide open.










b.
 
(of an issue or a contest) completely unresolved or unpredictable.




c.
 
vulnerable, especially to attack.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wideness

 
/ˈwīdnəs /






noun













2.
 
widish






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wīd

 ‘spacious, extensive,’ 
wīde

 ‘over a large area,’ of Germanic origin.





wide-angle

 
/ˌwīdˈaNGɡəl/






adjective




(of a lens) having a short focal length and hence a field covering a wide angle.














wide area network

 
/ˈˌwīd ˌerēə ˈnetˌwərk /

 
WAN






noun




a computer network in which the computers connected may be far apart, generally having a radius of half a mile or more.

Compare with local area network
 .













wide-awake

 
/ˌwīdəˈwāk/





I.
 
noun




a soft felt hat with a low crown and wide brim.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: punningly so named, because the hat does not have a nap.





wide-band

 
/ˈwīdband/






adjective




(of a radio, or other device or activity involving broadcasting) having or using a wide band of frequencies or wavelengths.













wide-body

 
/ˈwīdˌbädē/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having a wide body, in particular




2.
 
(of a large jet airplane) having a wide fuselage.




3.
 


(chiefly US)

 (of a tennis racket) having a wide head.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a large jet airplane with a wide fuselage.




2.
 


(US)

 a tennis racket with a wide head.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a large, heavily built person, especially one who plays a team sport.













wide-eyed

 
/ˈwīd ˌīd/






adjective



1.
 
having one's eyes wide open in amazement.




2.
 
innocent




•
 
a wide-eyed country boy.



















widely

 
/ˈwīdlē/






adverb



1.
 
over a wide area or at a wide interval




•
 
he smiled widely and held out a hand




•
 
a tall man with widely spaced eyes.










2.
 
to a large degree in nature or character (used to describe considerable variation or difference)




•
 
lending policies vary widely between different banks




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
people in widely different circumstances.










3.
 
over a large area or range; extensively




•
 
Deborah has traveled widely




•
 [as 
submodifier

 ]
 
she was widely read.










4.
 
by many people or in many places




•
 
credit cards are widely accepted.



















widen

 
/ˈwīdn/





I.
 
verb




make or become wider


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
the incentive to dredge and widen the river




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
his grin widened




•
 
the lane 
widened out

 into a small clearing.














II.
 
derivatives





widener






noun





















wideout

 
/ˈwīdout/






noun




a wide receiver.













wide-ranging

 
/ˌwīdˈrānjiNG/






adjective




covering an extensive range




•
 
a wide-ranging discussion.



















wide-reaching






adjective




having important and widely applicable effects




•
 
a proposal with wide-reaching implications




•
 
a wide-reaching newspaper campaign.



















wide receiver






noun






[Football]

 an offensive player who is positioned at a distance from the end and is used primarily as a pass receiver.













widescreen

 
/ˈwīdˌskrēn/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a movie or television screen presenting a wide field of vision in relation to its height




•
 
a widescreen TV




•
 
the movie makes good use of the widescreen format.










2.
 
a film format presenting a wide field of vision in relation to height




•
 
I filmed in widescreen.



















widespread

 
/ˈwīdˌspred/






adjective




found or distributed over a large area or number of people




•
 
there was widespread support for the war.



















widget

 
/ˈwijit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a small gadget or mechanical device, especially one whose name is unknown or unspecified.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
[Computing]

 an application, or a component of an interface, that enables a user to perform a function or access a service.











– origin

 1930s: perhaps an alteration of gadget
 .






widow

 
/ˈwidō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman who has lost her spouse by death and has not remarried.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹humorous›

 a woman whose spouse is often away participating in a specified sport or activity




•
 
a golf widow.










3.
 


[Printing]

 a last word or short last line of a paragraph falling at the top of a page or column and considered undesirable.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
widowed

 )


1.
 
make into a widow or widower




•
 
she had to care for her widowed mother.

















– origin

 Old English 
widewe

 , from an Indo-European root meaning ‘be empty’; compare with Sanskrit 
vidh

 ‘be destitute,’ Latin 
viduus

 ‘bereft, widowed,’ and Greek 
ēitheos

 ‘unmarried man.’





widower

 
/ˈwidō(ə)r/






noun




a man who has lost his spouse by death and has not remarried.













widowhood

 
/ˈwidōˌho͝od/






noun




the state or period of being a widow or widower.













widow-maker

 
/ˈwidōˌmākər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a thing with the potential to kill men.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 a dead branch caught precariously high in a tree which may fall on a person below.














widow's mite





I.
 
noun




a small monetary contribution from someone who is poor.











– origin

 with biblical allusion to Mark 12:43.





widow's peak





I.
 
noun




a V-shaped growth of hair toward the center of the forehead, especially one left by a receding hairline in a man.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: so called because it was formerly believed to be a predictor of widowhood for a woman.





widow's walk





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a railed or balustraded platform built on a roof, originally in early New England houses, typically for providing an unimpeded view of the sea.











– origin

 1930s: with reference to its use as a viewpoint for the hoped-for return of a seafaring husband.






widow's weeds





I.
 
plural noun




black clothes worn by a widow in mourning.











– origin

 early 18th cent. (earlier as 
mourning weeds

 ): 
weeds

 (obsolete in the general sense ‘garments’) is from Old English 
wǣd(e)

 , of Germanic origin.






width

 
/widTH witTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the measurement or extent of something from side to side




•
 
the yard was about seven feet 
in width






•
 
the shoe comes in a variety of widths.










2.
 
a piece of something at its full extent from side to side




•
 


a

 single 
width of

 hardboard.










3.
 
the sideways extent of a swimming pool as a measure of the distance swum.




4.
 
the quality of covering or accepting a broad range of things; scope




•
 
the width of experience required for these positions.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from wide
 + -th
 2
 , on the pattern of 
breadth

 (replacing 
wideness

 ).





widthwise

 
/ˈwidTHˌwīz ˈwitTHˌwīz /

 
widthways






adverb




in a direction parallel with a thing's width




•
 
fold the pastry in half widthwise.




















wield

 
/wēld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hold and use (a weapon or tool)




•
 
a masked raider wielding a handgun.










2.
 
have and be able to use (power or influence)




•
 
faction leaders wielded enormous influence within the party.














II.
 
derivatives





wielder






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wealdan

 , 
wieldan

 ‘govern, subdue, direct,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
walten

 .






wieldy

 
/ˈwēldē/





I.
 
adjective




easily controlled or handled




•
 
the beefy Bentley is far from wieldy.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from wield
 , later a back-formation from unwieldy
 .






Wien

 
/vēn/






German name for Vienna
 .









wiener

 
/ˈwēnər /

 


‹informal›

 weenie
 , wienie





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a frankfurter or similar sausage.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 another term for weenie
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: abbreviation of German 
Wienerwurst

 ‘Vienna sausage.’





Wiener, Norbert

 
/ˈwēnər/






(1894–1964), US mathematician. He established the science of cybernetics in the late 1940s and made major contributions to the study of stochastic processes, integral equations, harmonic analysis, and related fields.









Wiener schnitzel

 
/ˈvēnər ˌSHnitsəl/





I.
 
noun




a dish consisting of a thin slice of veal that is breaded, fried, and garnished.











– origin

 from German, literally ‘Vienna cutlet.’





Wiesbaden

 
/ˈvēsˌbäd(ə)n/






a city in western Germany, the capital of the state of Hesse, on the Rhine River, opposite Mainz; pop. 275,600 (est. 2006).









Wiesel, Elie

 
/vēˈzəl, ˈvēzəl, wiˈzel/






(1928–), US human rights campaigner, novelist, and academic, born in Romania; full name 
Eliezer Wiesel

 . A survivor of the Auschwitz and Buchenwald concentration camps, he became an authority on the Holocaust, documenting and publicizing Nazi war crimes. Nobel Peace Prize (1986).









Wiesenthal, Simon

 
/ˈvēzənˌtäl, -ˌTHäl/






(1908–2005), Austrian Jewish investigator of Nazi war crimes. After spending three years in concentration camps, he began a campaign to bring Nazi war criminals to justice, tracing some 1,000 unprosecuted criminals including Adolf Eichmann.










wife

 
/wīf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a married woman considered in relation to her spouse.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the wife of a person with a specified occupation




•
 
a faculty wife.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a woman, especially an old or uneducated one.








II.
 
phrases





take a woman to wife








‹archaic›

 marry a woman.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wifehood

 
/ˈwīfˌho͝od /






noun













2.
 
wifeless






adjective













3.
 
wifelike

 
/ˈwīfˌlīk /






adjective













4.
 
wifeliness

 
/ˈwīflēnis /






noun













5.
 
wifely

 
/ˈwīflē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wīf

 ‘woman,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wijf

 and German 
Weib

 .





wife-beater

 
/ˈwīfˌbēdər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a sleeveless undershirt.











– origin

 apparently from the association of such a garment with men who commit domestic violence.





wife-swapping

 
/ˈwīf ˌswäpiNG/






noun






‹informal›

 the practice within a group of married couples of exchanging sexual partners on a casual basis.













wife-to-be






noun




a woman who is to be married; a fiancée




•
 
in Paris he met his wife-to-be, Lisette.



















wifey

 
/ˈwīfē/






noun






‹informal›

 a condescending way of referring to a man's wife.













Wiffle ball

 
/ˈwifəl ˌbôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a light perforated ball used in a type of baseball.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a game played with a Wiffle ball.











– origin

 1950s: 
Wiffle

 , variant of whiffle
 .





Wi-Fi

 
/ˈwīfī/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a facility allowing computers, smartphones, or other devices to connect to the Internet or communicate with one another wirelessly within a particular area.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
convert or adapt for Wi-Fi compatibility




•
 
what type of electronics will be immune from being Wi-Fied?

















– origin

 1990s: from wireless
 + an apparently arbitrary second element, after hi-fi
 ; sometimes incorrectly interpreted as a shortening of 
Wireless Fidelity

 .






wig1


 
/wiɡ/





I.
 
noun




a covering for the head made of real or artificial hair, typically worn by people for adornment or by people trying to conceal their baldness or in England by judges and barristers in courts of law.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wigged

 
/wiɡd /






adjective













2.
 
wigless






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: shortening of periwig
 .






wig2


 
/wiɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 rebuke (someone) severely




•
 
I had often occasion to wig him for getting drunk.














II.
 
phrasal verbs





wig out








‹informal›

 
(chiefly US)

 become deliriously excited; go completely wild.















– origin

 early 19th cent.: apparently from wig
 1
 , perhaps from bigwig
 and associated with a rebuke given by a person in authority.





wigeon

 
/ˈwijən /

 
widgeon





I.
 
noun




a dabbling duck with mainly reddish-brown and gray plumage, the male having a whistling call.

[Genus 
Anas

 , family 
Anatidae

 : several species, in particular the 
American wigeon

 (
A. americana

 )and the 
Eurasian wigeon

 (
A. penelope

 ).]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: perhaps of imitative origin and suggested by pigeon
 1
 .





wigger

 
/ˈwiɡər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a white person who tries to emulate or acquire cultural behaviour and tastes attributed to African-Americans.











– origin

 1980s: blend of white
 and nigger
 .





Wiggins, Sir Bradley

 
/ˈwiɡinz/






(1980–), British racing cyclist; full name 
Bradley Marc Wiggins

 . He shares with Sir Chris Hoy the record for the most Olympic medals won by a British athlete (seven), although he has fewer golds (four). In 2012 he was the first British winner of the Tour de France, and also won a gold medal at the Olympics.










wiggle

 
/ˈwiɡəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
move or cause to move up and down or from side to side with small rapid movements


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
Stasia wiggled her toes




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
my tooth was wiggling around.










2.
 
(
wiggle out of

 )
 — avoid (something), especially by devious means




•
 
they're trying to wiggle out of their agreement.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a wiggling movement




•
 
a slight wiggle of the hips.










2.
 
a deviation in a line




•
 
a wiggle on a chart.














III.
 
phrases





get a wiggle on








‹informal›

 get moving; hurry.












IV.
 
derivatives





wiggly

 
/ˈwiɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: from Middle Low German and Middle Dutch 
wiggelen

 (frequentative).






wiggler

 
/ˈwiɡ(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that wiggles or causes something to wiggle.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a magnet designed to make a beam of particles in an accelerator follow a sinusoidal path, in order to increase the amount of radiation they produce.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹dialect›

 an earthworm.




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a mosquito larva.













wiggle room

 
wriggle room






noun






‹informal›

 capacity or scope for negotiation or operation, especially in order to modify a previous statement or decision




•
 
he had precious little wiggle room because of the budget deficit.



















wiggy

 
/ˈwiɡē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 emotionally uncontrolled or weird




•
 
Jerry and Susan were gloriously wiggy.

















– origin

 1960s: from 
wig out

 (see wig
 2
 ).






wight

 
/wīt/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
adj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a person of a specified kind, especially one regarded as unfortunate




•
 
he always was an unlucky wight.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 
‹literary›

 a spirit, ghost, or other supernatural being.











– origin

 Old English 
wiht

 ‘thing, creature,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wicht

 ‘little child’ and German 
Wicht

 ‘creature.’





Wight, Isle of






see Isle of Wight
 .









wigwag

 
/ˈwiɡwaɡ/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 move to and fro




•
 
the dog wigwagged his way up the porch steps.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 signal by waving an arm, flag, light, or other object




•
 
Ned furiously wigwagged at her.

















– origin

 late 16th cent.: reduplication of wag
 1
 .






wigwam

 
/ˈwiɡˌwäm/





I.
 
noun




a dome-shaped hut or tent made by fastening mats, skins, or bark over a framework of poles, used by some North American Indian peoples.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Abnaki, ‘their house,’ from an Algonquian base meaning ‘dwell,’ shared with wickiup
 .






wiki

 
/ˈwikē/





I.
 
noun




a website that allows collaborative editing of its content and structure by its users.











– origin

 coined by programmer Ward Cunningham (1949–), from Hawaiian 
wiki-wiki

 ‘quick-quick.’





Wikipedian

 
/wikəˈpēdēən/





I.
 
noun




a person who contributes to the collaboratively written online encyclopedia Wikipedia, especially on a regular basis




•
 
to committed Wikipedians, the site is the embodiment of an ideology of free information for all.














II.
 
adjective




relating to the collaboratively written online encyclopedia Wikipedia




•
 
Wikipedian ideals.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
Wikipedia

 (from wiki
 and encyclopedia
 ), the proprietary name of the online encyclopedia.





wilco

 
/ˈwilkō/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing compliance or agreement, especially acceptance of instructions received by radio




•
 
roger, wilco.

















– origin

 1940s (originally in military use): abbreviation of 
will comply

 .






wild

 
/wīld/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an animal or plant) living or growing in the natural environment; not domesticated or cultivated.




2.
 
(of people) not civilized; barbarous




•
 
the wild tribes from the north.










3.
 
(of scenery or a region) desolate-looking




•
 
the wild coastline of Cape Wrath.










4.
 
uncontrolled or unrestrained, especially in pursuit of pleasure




•
 
she went through a wild phase of drunken parties and desperate affairs.










5.
 
not based on sound reasoning or probability




•
 
a wild guess




•
 
who, even 
in their wildest dreams

 , could have anticipated such a victory?










6.
 
stormy




•
 
the wild sea.










7.
 


‹informal›

 very enthusiastic or excited




•
 
I'm not wild about the music.










8.
 


‹informal›

 very angry.




9.
 
(of looks, appearance, etc.) indicating distraction




•
 
her wild eyes were darting back and forth.










10.
 
(of a playing card) deemed to have any value, suit, color, or other property in a game at the discretion of the player holding it.

See also wild card
 .








II.
 
noun

 — (
the wild

 )


1.
 
a natural state or uncultivated or uninhabited region




•
 
kiwis are virtually extinct 
in the wild

 .










2.
 
(
the wilds

 )
 — a remote uninhabited or sparsely inhabited area




•
 
he spent a year in 
the wilds of

 Canada.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
run wild






(of an animal, plant, or person) grow or develop without restraint or discipline




•
 
these horses have been running wild since they were born




•
 


‹figurative›

 her imagination had run wild.















2.
 
wild and woolly






uncouth in appearance or behavior.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wildish






adjective













2.
 
wildly

 
/ˈwīl(d)lē /






adverb













3.
 
wildness

 
/ˈwīl(d)nis /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wilde

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
wild

 .





wild arum






noun




another term for cuckoopint
 .














wild calla

 
/ˌwīld ˈkalə/






noun




another term for water arum
 .













wild cane






noun




another name for giant reed
 .














wild card

 
/ˈwīl(d) ˌkärd/






noun



1.
 
a playing card that can have any value, suit, color, or other property in a game at the discretion of the player holding it.




2.
 
a person or thing whose influence is unpredictable or whose qualities are uncertain.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a character that will match any character or sequence of characters in a search.




4.
 
an opportunity to enter a sports competition without having to take part in qualifying matches or be ranked at a particular level.




5.
 
a player or team granted a wild card.














wild carrot






noun




another term for Queen Anne's lace
 .













wildcat

 
/ˈwīl(d)kat/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small native Eurasian and African cat that is typically gray with black markings and a bushy tail, noted for its ferocity.

[
Felis silvestris

 , family 
Felidae

 , the African race of which is believed to be the ancestor of the domestic cat.]




2.
 
any of the smaller members of the cat family, especially the bobcat.




3.
 
a hot-tempered or ferocious person, typically a woman.




4.
 
an exploratory oil well.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a strike) sudden and unofficial




•
 
legislation to curb wildcat strikes.










2.
 
commercially unsound or risky.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


(US)

 prospect for oil.













wildcatter

 
/ˈwīldˌkadər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a prospector who sinks exploratory oil wells.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a risky investor.













wild-caught

 
/ˈwīldˌkôt/






adjective




(of an animal) taken from the wild rather than bred from captive stock.













wildcraft

 
/ˈwīldkraft/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
gather herbs, plants, and fungi from the wild.








II.
 
noun




the action or practice of wildcrafting.













wild dog

 
/wīld dôɡ/






noun




a wild member of the dog family, especially the hunting dog of Africa, the dhole of India, or the dingo of Australia.













Wilde, Oscar

 
/wīld/






(1854–1900), Irish playwright, novelist, poet, and wit; full name 
Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde

 . His advocacy of “art for art's sake” is evident in his only novel, 
The Picture of Dorian Gray

 (1890). As a playwright, he achieved success with the comedies 
Lady Windermere's Fan

 (1892) and 
The Importance of Being Earnest

 (1895).










wildebeest

 
/ˈwildəˌbēst/





I.
 
noun




another term for gnu
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Afrikaans, literally ‘wild beast.’





wilder

 
/ˈwildər/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 cause to lose one's way; lead or drive astray




•
 
unknowne Lands, where we have wildered ourselves.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 perplex; bewilder




•
 
the sad Queen, wildered of thought.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps based on wilderness
 .





Wilder, Billy

 
/ˈwīldər/






(1906–2002), US movie director and screenwriter, born in Austria; born 
Samuel Wilder

 . His numerous film successes include 
Double Indemnity

 (1944), 
The Lost Weekend

 (1945), 
Sunset Boulevard

 (1950), 
Sabrina

 (1954), 
Some Like It Hot

 (1959), and 
The Apartment

 (1960).









Wilder, Gene






(1935–), US actor; born 
Jerome Silberman

 . He cowrote, directed, and starred in 
The Woman in Red

 (1984). He cowrote and starred in 
Young Frankenstein

 (1974) and also starred in 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory

 (1971) and 
Blazing Saddles

 (1973).









Wilder, Laura Ingalls






(1867–1957), US writer. She wrote a series of children's books about her experiences growing up on the US frontier during the late 1800s. Her best known is 
Little House on the Prairie

 (1935), which was the basis for a television series 1974–83. Other books include 
Little House in the Big Woods

 (1932) and 
These Happy Golden Years

 (1943).









Wilder, Thornton






(1897–1975), US novelist and playwright; full name 
Thornton Niven Wilder

 . His work is particularly concerned with the universality of human experience, irrespective of time or place. He wrote the novel 
The Bridge of San Luis Rey

 (1927) and the plays 
Our Town

 (1938) and 
The Skin of Our Teeth

 (1942).










wilderness

 
/ˈwildərnəs/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospitable region.




2.
 
a neglected or abandoned area of a garden or town.




3.
 
a position of disfavor, especially in a political context




•
 
the man who led the Green Party out of the wilderness




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
his wilderness years.














II.
 
phrases





a voice in the wilderness






an unheeded advocate of reform (see Matt. 3:3, etc.).















– origin

 Old English 
wildēornes

 ‘land inhabited only by wild animals,’ from 
wild dēor

 ‘wild deer’ + -ness
 .





Wilderness, the






a wooded region of Spotsylvania County in northeastern Virginia, site of an inconclusive Civil War battle in 1864.









Wilderness Road






a historic route, opened by Daniel Boone in the 1770s and used until the 1840s, that allowed western migration through the Allegheny Mountains by way of the Cumberland Gap between Tennessee and Kentucky.









wild-eyed

 
/ˈwīldˌīd/






adjective




(of a person or animal) with an expression of panic or desperation in their eyes.














wildfire

 
/ˈwīldˌfī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a large, destructive fire that spreads quickly over woodland or brush.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a combustible liquid such as Greek fire that was readily ignited and difficult to extinguish, used especially in warfare.




3.
 
less common term for will-o'-the-wisp
 .








II.
 
phrases





spread like wildfire






spread with great speed




•
 
the news had spread like wildfire.























wildflower

 
/ˈwīldˌflou(ə)r /

 
wild flower






noun




a flower of an uncultivated variety or a flower growing freely without human intervention.













wildfowl

 
/ˈwīl(d)foul/






plural noun




game birds, especially aquatic ones; waterfowl.













wild ginger






noun




a North American plant with large heart-shaped leaves and hairy leafstalks. Its aromatic root is used as a ginger substitute.

[
Asarum canadense

 , family 
Aristolochiaceae

 .]













wild goose chase

 
/ˌwīld ˈɡo͞os ˌCHās ˌwīl(d)ˈɡo͞os ˌCHās/






noun




a foolish and hopeless pursuit of something unattainable.













wild horse





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a domestic horse that has returned to the wild, or that is allowed to live under natural conditions; a feral horse.




2.
 
a horse that has not been broken in.




3.
 
a wild animal of the horse family.








II.
 
phrases





wild horses wouldn't ——






used to convey that nothing could persuade or force someone to do something




•
 
wild horses wouldn't have kept me away.























wilding1


 
/ˈwīldiNG/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 the activity by a gang of youths of going on a protracted and violent rampage in a public place, attacking people at random.











– origin

 1980s: from the adjective wild
 + -ing
 1
 .





wilding2


 
/ˈwīldiNG /

 
wildling





I.
 
noun




a wild plant, especially an apple tree descended from cultivated varieties, or its fruit.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: from the adjective wild
 + -ing
 3
 .





wildlife

 
/ˈwīl(d)līf/






noun




wild animals collectively; the native fauna (and sometimes flora) of a region.













wild man






noun



1.
 
a man with a fierce or wildly unruly nature.




2.
 
the image of a primitive or uncivilized man as a symbol of the wild side of human nature or of seasonal fertility.




3.
 
a supposed manlike animal such as a yeti.













wild mustard






noun




charlock.













wild oat





I.
 
noun




an Old World grass that is related to the cultivated oat and is commonly found as a weed of other cereal plants.

[
Avena fatua

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]








II.
 
phrases





sow one's wild oats






see oat
 .

















wild pitch

 

‹Baseball›






I.
 
noun




an errant pitch that is not hit by the batter and cannot be stopped by the catcher, enabling a base runner to advance.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
enable (a base runner) to advance by making a wild pitch




•
 
Reed was wild-pitched to second.



















wild rice

 
/wīld rīs/






noun



1.
 
a tall aquatic North American grass related to rice, with edible grains.

[
Zizania aquatica

 , family 
Gramineae

 .]




2.
 
the grain of the wild rice plant used as food.













wild silk






noun




coarse silk produced by wild silkworms, especially tussore.













wild swimming






noun




the practice or activity of swimming for pleasure in natural waters, typically rivers and lakes.













wild type






noun






[Genetics]

 a strain, gene, or characteristic that prevails among individuals in natural conditions, as distinct from an atypical mutant type.













Wild West

 
/ˈˌwīl(d) ˈwest/






the western US in a time of lawlessness in its early history. The Wild West was the last of a succession of frontiers formed as settlers moved gradually further west. The frontier was officially declared closed in 1890.









wildwood

 
/ˈwīldwo͝od/






noun






‹chiefly literary›

 an uncultivated wood or forest that has been allowed to grow naturally.














wile

 
/wīl/





I.
 
noun

 — (
wiles

 )


1.
 
devious or cunning stratagems employed in manipulating or persuading someone to do what one wants.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 lure; entice




•
 
she could be neither driven nor wiled into the parish kirk.










2.
 
(
wile away the time

 )
 — another way of saying while away the time
 . See while
 .











– origin

 Middle English: perhaps from an Old Norse word related to 
vél

 ‘craft.’






wilga

 
/ˈwilɡə/





I.
 
noun




a small white-flowering Australian tree that is resistant to drought and a valuable source of fodder. In North America, it is also planted as an ornamental.

[
Geijera parviflora

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Wiradhuri 
wilgar

 .





Wilhelm I

 
/ˌvilhelm T͟Həˈfərst/






(1797–1888), king of Prussia 1861–88 and emperor of Germany 1871–88. He became the first emperor of Germany after Prussia's victory against France in 1871. The latter part of his reign was marked by the rise of German socialism, to which he responded with harsh, repressive measures.










Wilhelm II






(1859–1941), emperor of Germany 1888–1918; grandson of Wilhelm I and of Queen Victoria; known as 
Kaiser Wilhelm

 . After forcing Bismarck to resign in 1890, he proved unable to exercise a strong or consistent influence over German policies. Vilified by Allied propaganda as the instigator of World War I, he abdicated and went into exile in 1918.









Wilhelmina

 
/ˌvilhəlˈmēnə/






(1880–1962), queen of the Netherlands 1890–1948. During World War II, she maintained a government in exile in London and through frequent radio broadcasts became a symbol of resistance for the Dutch people. She returned to the Netherlands in 1945.









Wilkes, Charles

 
/wilks/






(1798–1877), US naval officer and explorer. He determined that Antarctica is a continent during an 1838–42 expedition. Antarctica's Wilkes Land was named in his honor. In 1861, he was involved in the Trent Affair, an incident on the high seas in which Confederate commissioners to England and France were forcibly detained by the US navy.









Wilkes-Barre

 
/ˈwilks ˌbarə, ˌbarē/






an industrial city in northeastern Pennsylvania, on the Susquehanna River, in the Wyoming Valley; pop. 40,932 (est. 2008).









Wilkes Land

 
/ˈwilks ˌland/





I.
 
a region of Antarctica that has a coast on the Indian Ocean. It is claimed by Australia.







– origin

 named after the US naval officer Charles 
Wilkes

 , who sighted and surveyed it between 1838 and 1842.





Wilkie, Sir David

 
/ˈwilkē/






(1785–1841), Scottish painter. He established his reputation with the painting 
Village Politicians

 (1806). His style contributed to the growing prestige of genre painting.









Wilkins, Maurice

 
/ˈwilkinz/






(1916–2004), British biochemist and molecular biologist, born in New Zealand; full name 
Maurice Hugh Frederick Wilkins

 . From X-ray diffraction analysis of DNA, he and his colleague Rosalind Franklin confirmed the double helix structure proposed by Francis Crick and James Watson in 1953. Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine (1962), shared with Crick and Watson.









Wilkins, Roy






(1901–81), US civil rights leader. He edited the NAACP's magazine, 
The Crisis

 , from 1934 until 1949 and then served as executive secretary of the NAACP 1955–77.










will1


 
/wil wəl/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
expressing the future tense




•
 
you will regret it when you are older.










2.
 
expressing a strong intention or assertion about the future




•
 
come what may, I will succeed.










3.
 
expressing inevitable events




•
 
accidents will happen.










4.
 
expressing a request




•
 
will you stop here, please.










5.
 
expressing desire, consent, or willingness




•
 
will you have a cognac?










6.
 
expressing facts about ability or capacity




•
 
a rock so light that it will float on water




•
 
your tank will hold about 26 gallons.










7.
 
expressing habitual behavior




•
 
she will dance for hours.










8.
 
(pronounced stressing “will”) indicating annoyance about the habitual behavior described




•
 
he will keep intruding.










9.
 
expressing probability or expectation about something in the present




•
 
they will be miles away by now.














II.
 
phrases





will do








‹informal›

 expressing willingness to carry out a request or suggestion




•
 
“Might be best to check.” “OK, will do.”





















– origin

 Old English 
wyllan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
willen

 , German 
wollen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
velle

 ‘will, wish.’ / 
usage:

 On the differences in use between 
will

 and 
shall

 , see usage at shall
 .






will2


 
/wil/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — the faculty by which a person decides on and initiates action




•
 
she has an iron will




•
 
a battle of wills between children and their parents




•
 
an act of will.










2.
 
(also 
willpower

 )
 — control deliberately exerted to do something or to restrain one's own impulses




•
 
a stupendous effort of will.










3.
 
a deliberate or fixed desire or intention




•
 
Jane had not wanted them to stay 
against their will






•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
the will to live.










4.
 
the thing that one desires or ordains




•
 
the disaster was God's will.










5.
 
a legal document containing instructions as to what should be done with one's money and property after one's death.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹chiefly formal›

 
‹literary›

 intend, desire, or wish (something) to happen




•
 
he was doing what the saint willed




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
marijuana, dope, grass—call it what you will.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — make or try to make (someone) do something or (something) happen by the exercise of mental powers




•
 
reluctantly he willed himself to turn and go back




•
 
she stared into the fog, willing it to clear.










3.
 
(
will something to

 )
 — bequeath something to (someone) by the terms of one's will.




4.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — leave specified instructions in one's will




•
 
he willed that his body be given to the hospital.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at will






at whatever time or in whatever way one pleases




•
 
it can be molded and shaped at will




•
 
he was shoved around at will.















2.
 
have a will of one's own






have a willful character.









3.
 
have one's will








‹archaic›

 obtain what one wants.









4.
 
if you will






said when politely inviting a listener or reader to do something or when using an unusual or fanciful term




•
 
imagine, if you will, a typical silversmith's shop.















5.
 
where there's a will there's a way








‹proverb›

 determination will overcome any obstacle.









6.
 
with the best will in the world






however good one's intentions (used to imply that success in a particular undertaking is unlikely although desired).









7.
 
with a will






energetically and resolutely.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
willed

 
/wild /






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
I'm strong-willed



















2.
 
will-lessness






noun













3.
 
willer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
willa

 (noun), 
willian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wil

 , German 
Wille

 (nouns), also to will
 1
 and the adverb well
 1
 .





Will, George F.

 
/wil/






(1941–), US journalist, columnist, and television commentator. His conservative syndicated newspaper column first appeared in 
The Washington Post

 . He also wrote a column for 
Newsweek

 magazine from 1976, and appeared on television's 
This Week

 .









Willamette River

 
/wəˌlamit ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 300 miles (480 km) through western Oregon to the Columbia River.









Willard, Emma

 
/ˈwilərd/






(1787–1870), US educator. She founded a boarding school in Vermont in 1814 to teach subjects, such as mathematics and philosophy, not then available to women.









Willard, Frances






(1839–98), US women's rights and temperance activist; full name 
Frances Elizabeth Caroline Willard

 . She was president of the Women's Christian Temperance Union 1879, an organizer of the Prohibition Party in 1882, and president of the National Council of Women 1890. She wrote 
Woman and Temperance

 (1883).









will-call






adjective






(chiefly US)

 relating to or denoting a place (typically a ticket window or office) where items that have been paid for in advance can be picked up




•
 
those picking up tickets at the will-call window must use the Trumbull entrance.



















willemite

 
/ˈwiləˌmīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral, typically greenish-yellow and fluorescent, consisting of a silicate of zinc.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of 
Willem

 I (1772–1843), king of the Netherlands, + -ite
 1
 .





Willemstad

 
/ˈviləmˌstät, ˈwil-/






the former capital of the Netherlands Antilles, on the southwestern coast of the island of Curaçao; pop. 120,000 (est. 2007).









willet

 
/ˈwilit/





I.
 
noun




a large North American sandpiper.

[
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative of its call, 
pill-will-willet

 .





willful

 
/ˈwilfəl /

 
wilful





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


(US)

 (of an immoral or illegal act or omission) intentional; deliberate




•
 
willful acts of damage.










2.
 


(US)

 having or showing a stubborn and determined intention to do as one wants, regardless of the consequences or effects




•
 
the pettish, willful side of him.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
willfully

 
/ˈwilfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
willfulness

 
/ˈwilfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the noun will
 2
 + -ful
 .






William

 
/ˈwilyəm/





I.
 
the name of two kings of England and two of Great Britain and Ireland.




II.
 


William I

 (
c.

 1027–87), reigned 1066–87; the first Norman king of England; known as 
William the Conqueror

 . He invaded England and defeated Harold II at the Battle of Hastings (1066). He introduced Norman institutions and customs (including feudalism) and instigated the Domesday Book.




III.
 


William II

 (
c.

 1060–1100), son of William I; reigned 1087–1100; known as 
William Rufus

 . He crushed rebellions in 1088 and 1095 and also campaigned against his brother 
Robert

 , Duke of Normandy (1089–96), ultimately acquiring the duchy.




IV.
 


William III

 (1650–1702), grandson of Charles I, husband of Mary II; reigned 1689–1702; known as 
William of Orange

 . In 1688, he deposed James II at the invitation of disaffected politicians and was crowned along with his wife Mary.




V.
 


William IV

 (1765–1837), son of George III; reigned 1830–37; known as 
the Sailor King

 . Having served in the Royal Navy, he came to the throne after the death of his brother George IV.









William, Prince






William Arthur Philip Louis, Duke of Cambridge (1982–), elder son of Prince Charles and Diana, Princess of Wales. He married Catherine Middleton in April 2011 and the couple had a son, Prince George Alexander Louis, in July 2013, and a daughter, 
Princess Charlotte Elizabeth Diana

 , in May 2015.









William I1







(1143–1214), grandson of David I; king of Scotland 1165–1214; known as 
William the Lion

 .









William I2







(1533–84), prince of the House of Orange; first stadtholder (chief magistrate) of the United Provinces of the Netherlands 1572–84; known as 
William the Silent

 .










William of Occam

 
/ˌwilyəm əv ˈäkəm /

 
Ockham






(
c.

 1285–1349), English philosopher and Franciscan friar. A defender of nominalism, he is known for the maxim called “Occam's razor.”









William of Orange






, William III of Great Britain and Ireland (see William
 ).









William Rufus

 
/ˌwilyəm ˈro͞ofəs/






, William II of England (see William
 ).









Williams, Hank

 
/ˈwilyəmz/






(1923–53), US country singer and songwriter; born 
Hiram King Williams

 . He had the first of many hits, 
“Lovesick Blues,”

 in 1949 and that year joined the 
Grand Ole Opry

 television program. Many of his songs were successfully recorded by other artists.
“Your Cheatin' Heart,”

 recorded in 1952, was released after his sudden death.









Williams, Roger






(
c.

 1603–83), American clergyman; born in England. Banished from Massachusetts in 1635, he founded the colony of Rhode Island and, within it, the settlement of Providence in 1636 as a refuge from political and religious persecution. He served as Rhode Island's president 1654–57.









Williams, Rowan






(1950–), Welsh Anglican clergyman; archbishop of Canterbury 2002–2012; full name 
Rowan Douglas Williams

 . His many books include 
Writing in the Dust: Reflections on 11th September and Its Aftermath

 (2002) and 
Anglican Identities

 (2004).









Williams, Serena






(1981–), US tennis player; sister of Venus Williams; full name 
Serena Jameka Williams

 . During September 1999 – July 2015, she won the women's singles titles at six US Open, six Wimbledon, three French Open, and six Australian Open tournaments. She also won the gold medal in women's singles at the 2012 Olympics.









Williams, Ted






(1918–2002), US baseball player; full name 
Theodore Samuel Williams

 ; nickname the 
Splendid Splinter

 . His career as an outfielder for the Boston Red Sox 1939–1960 was interrupted by active duty in World War II and in Korea. His 1941 batting average of .406 remains the last that high. Baseball Hall of Fame (1966).









Williams, Tennessee






(1911–83), US playwright; born 
Thomas Lanier Williams

 . His success began with 
The Glass Menagerie

 (1944) and 
A Streetcar Named Desire

 (1947), which deal with vulnerable heroines living in fragile fantasy worlds that are shattered by brutal reality. Other notable works: 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

 (1955) and 
The Night of the Iguana

 (1961).









Williams, Venus






(1980–), US tennis player; sister of Serena Williams; full name 
Venus Ebony Starr Williams

 . During 2000–08, she won the women's singles title at two US Open, one French Open, one Australian Open, and five Wimbledon tournaments.









Williams, William Carlos






(1883–1963), US poet, essayist, novelist, and short-story writer. His poetry illuminates the ordinary by vivid, direct observation; it is characterized by avoidance of emotional content and the use of US vernacular. Collections include 
Spring and All

 (1923) and 
Pictures from Brueghel

 (1963).









Williamsburg

 
/ˈwilyəmzˌbərɡ/





I.
 
a city in southeastern Virginia, between the James and York rivers; pop. 12,481 (est. 2008). It was the state capital of Virginia from 1699, when it was named in honor of William III, until 1799, when Richmond became the capital. A large part of the town has been restored and reconstructed so that it appears as it was during the colonial era.




II.
 
a residential and industrial section of northern Brooklyn in New York City, noted for its Hasidic Jewish community and arts colony.









Williamsport

 
/ˈwilyəmzˌpôrt/






an industrial city in north central Pennsylvania, on the Susquehanna River; the birthplace of Little League baseball; pop. 29,456 (est. 2008).









William the Conqueror






, William I of England (see William
 ).









willies

 
/ˈwilēz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
the willies

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 a strong feeling of nervous apprehension and discomfort




•
 
that room 
gave

 him 
the willies

 .

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally US): of unknown origin.






willing

 
/ˈwiliNG/






adjective

 — [often with 
infinitive

 ]


1.
 
ready, eager, or prepared to do something




•
 
he was quite willing to compromise.










2.
 
given or done readily




•
 
willing and prompt obedience.



















Willingboro

 
/ˈwiliNGˌbərə/






a residential township in west central New Jersey, near the Delaware River; pop. 36,530 (est. 2008). It was founded as Levittown in 1959.









willingly

 
/ˈwiliNGlē/






adverb




readily; of one's own free will




•
 
she went willingly.



















willingness

 
/ˈwiliNGnəs/






noun




the quality or state of being prepared to do something; readiness




•
 
the ability and willingness of workers to migrate.



















Williston

 
/ˈwiləstən/






a city in northwestern North Dakota, on the northern banks of the Missouri River; pop. 12,641 (est. 2008).









williwaw

 
/ˈwilēˌwô/





I.
 
noun




a sudden violent squall blowing offshore from a mountainous coast.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





Willkie, Wendell






(1892–1944) US politician and lawyer; full name 
Wendell Lewis Willkie

 . The Republican presidential candidate in 1940, he unsuccessfully ran against incumbent Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was running for his third term. He later supported Roosevelt's war effort programs and policies.










will-o'-the-wisp

 
/ˌwiləT͟Həˈwisp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a phosphorescent light seen hovering or floating at night over marshy ground, thought to result from the combustion of natural gases; ignis fatuus.




2.
 
a person or thing that is difficult or impossible to find, reach, or catch.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: originally as 
Will with the wisp

 , the sense of 
wisp

 being ‘handful of (lighted) hay.’





willow

 
/ˈwilō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
willow tree

 )
 — a tree or shrub of temperate climates that typically has narrow leaves, bears catkins, and grows near water. Its pliant branches yield osiers for basketry, and its wood has various uses.

[Genus 
Salix

 , family 
Salicaceae

 : many species.]




2.
 
a machine with revolving spikes used for cleaning cotton, wool, or other fibers.











– origin

 Old English 
welig

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wilg

 .





willow grouse

 
/ˈwilō ɡrous/






noun




another term for willow ptarmigan
 .













willow herb

 
/ˈwilō (h)ərb /

 
willowherb






noun




a plant of temperate regions that typically has willowlike leaves and pink or pale purple flowers.

[
Epilobium

 and related genera, family 
Onagraceae

 : many species, including the common 
hairy willow herb

 (
E. hirsutum

 ) and the common fireweed (
E. angustifolium

 ).]













willow pattern






noun




a conventional design representing a Chinese scene in blue on white pottery, typically showing three figures on a bridge, with a willow tree and two birds above


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a willow-pattern plate.




















willow ptarmigan






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a common Eurasian and North American grouse with reddish-brown and white plumage, turning mainly white in winter.

[
Lagopus lagopus

 , family 
Tetraonidae

 (or 
Phasianidae

 ).See also red grouse
 .]













willowware

 
/ˈwilōwer/






noun






(chiefly US)

 pottery with a willow-pattern design.













willowy

 
/ˈwilōē/






adjective



1.
 
bordered, shaded, or covered by willows




•
 
willowy meadow land.










2.
 
(of a person) tall, slim, and lithe.













Wills Moody, Helen

 
/wilz/






(1905–98), US tennis player; born 
Helen Newington Wills

 . During 1923–38, she won the women's singles title at eight Wimbledon, seven US Open, and four French Open tournaments.









willy

 
/ˈwilē /

 
willie





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a penis.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: nickname for the given name 
William

 .





willy-nilly

 
/ˌwilēˈnilē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
whether one likes it or not




•
 
he would be forced to collaborate willy-nilly.










2.
 
without direction or planning; haphazardly




•
 
politicians expanded spending programs willy-nilly.

















– origin

 early 17th cent.: later spelling of 
will I, nill I

 ‘I am willing, I am unwilling.’





Wilmington

 
/ˈwilmiNGtən/





I.
 
the largest city in Delaware, on the Delaware River, in the northeastern part of the state; pop. 72,592 (est. 2008).




II.
 
an industrial port city in southeastern North Carolina, on the Cape Fear River and the Atlantic Ocean; pop. 100,192 (est. 2008).









Wilms' tumor

 
/ˈwilmz ˌt(y)o͞omər/





I.
 
noun




a malignant tumor of the kidney, of a type that occurs in young children.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after Max 
Wilms

 (1867–1918), German surgeon.





Wilson

 
/ˈwilsən/






an industrial city in east central North Carolina; pop. 48,433 (est. 2008).









Wilson, C. T. R.

 
/ˈwilsən/






(1869–1959), Scottish physicist; full name 
Charles Thomson Rees Wilson

 . After inventing the cloud chamber in 1895, he improved the design and by 1911 had a chamber in which the track of an ion could be made visible. This became a major tool of particle physicists. Nobel Prize for Physics (1927), shared with Arthur Compton.









Wilson, Edmund






(1895–1972), US critic, essayist, and short-story writer. He is remembered chiefly for works of literary and social criticism. He was a friend of F. Scott Fitzgerald and edited the latter's unfinished novel 
The Last Tycoon

 (1941).









Wilson, Edward Osborne






(1929–), US social biologist. He worked principally on social insects, notably ants and termites, extrapolating his findings to the social behavior of other animals, including humans.









Wilson, Harold






(1916–95), British Labour statesman; prime minister 1964–70 and 1974–76; full name 
James Harold Wilson, Baron Wilson of Rievaulx

 . Although faced with severe economic problems, his government introduced a number of social reforms, such as comprehensive schooling, and renegotiated Britain's terms of entry into the European Economic Community.









Wilson, James






(1742–98), US Supreme Court associate justice 1789–98; born in Scotland. A signer of the Declaration of Independence 1776 and a member of the Continental Congress 1775–77; 1782–83; 1785–87, he was appointed to the Court by President Washington.









Wilson, John Tuzo






(1908–93), Canadian geophysicist. He was a pioneer in the study of plate tectonics, introducing the term 
plate

 in this context in the early 1960s.









Wilson, Mount






a peak in the San Gabriel Mountains of southwestern California, near Pasadena, site of a major astronomical observatory.









Wilson, Teddy






(1912–86), US jazz pianist; full name 
Theodore Shaw Wilson

 . He played with Benny Goodman and Gene Krupa in the 1930s, the first black musician to join a major white band, and later led his own bands.









Wilson, Woodrow






(1856–1924), 28th president of the US 1913–21; full name 
Thomas Woodrow Wilson

 . A Democrat, he eventually took the US into World War I in 1917 and later played a leading role in the peace negotiations and the formation of the League of Nations. The Senate, however, failed to ratify the peace treaty. Semi-incapacitated by a stroke in 1919, he did not seek re-election. Nobel Peace Prize (1920).









wilt1


 
/wilt/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a plant, leaf, or flower) become limp through heat, loss of water, or disease; droop.




2.
 
(of a person) lose one's energy or vigor.








II.
 
noun

 — [usu. with 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
any of a number of fungal or bacterial diseases of plants characterized by wilting of the foliage.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (originally dialect): perhaps an alteration of dialect 
welk

 ‘lose freshness,’ of Low German origin.





wilt2


 
/wilt/






archaic second person singular of will
 1
 .









Wilton

 
/ˈwiltn/





I.
 
noun




a woven carpet resembling a Brussels carpet but with a velvet pile.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from 
Wilton

 , the name of a town in southern England, noted for the manufacture of carpets.





Wilts.






abbreviation




Wiltshire.













Wiltshire

 
/ˈwiltˌSHir ˈwilCHər/






a county of southern England; county town, Trowbridge.









wily

 
/ˈwīlē/





I.
 
adjective




skilled at gaining an advantage, especially deceitfully




•
 
his wily opponents.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wilily

 
/ˈwīlilē /






adverb













2.
 
wiliness

 
/ˈwīlēnəs /






noun





















Wimbledon

 
/ˈwimbəldən/






an annual international tennis championship played on grass for individual players and pairs, held at the headquarters of the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in the London suburb of Wimbledon. Now one of the world's major tennis championships, it has been played since 1877.









wimmin

 
/ˈwimin/






plural noun




nonstandard spelling of “women” adopted by some feminists to avoid the word ending 
-men

 .













wimp

 
/wimp /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a weak and cowardly or unadventurous person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
wimp out

 )


1.
 
fail to do or complete something as a result of fear or lack of confidence.




•
 
anyone who wimped out because of the weather missed the experience of a lifetime.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wimpish

 
/ˈwimpiSH /






adjective













2.
 
wimpishly






adverb













3.
 
wimpishness






noun













4.
 
wimpy

 
/ˈwimpē /






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: origin uncertain, perhaps from whimper
 .





WIMP1


 
/wimp/





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 a graphical user interface designed to simplify or demystify computing operations.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
windows, icons, menus, and pointing (device)

 .





WIMP2






I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a hypothetical subatomic particle of large mass that interacts only weakly with ordinary matter, postulated as a constituent of the dark matter of the universe.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
weakly interacting massive particle

 .






wimple

 
/ˈwimpəl/





I.
 
noun




a cloth headdress covering the head, the neck, and the sides of the face, formerly worn by women and still worn by some nuns.








II.
 
derivatives





wimpled






adjective



















– origin

 late Old English 
wimpel

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Wimpel

 ‘pennon, streamer.’






win

 
/win/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be successful or victorious in (a contest or conflict)




•
 
the Mets have won four games in a row




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
a determination to win




•
 [with 
complement

 ]
 
the Pirates won 2–1.










2.
 
acquire or secure as a result of a contest, conflict, bet, or other endeavor




•
 
there are hundreds of prizes to be won




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
the sort of play that won them the World Cup.










3.
 
gain (a person's attention, support, or love), typically gradually or by effort




•
 
you will find it difficult to win back their attention.










4.
 
(
win someone over

 )
 — gain the support or favor of someone by action or persuasion




•
 
her sense of humor had won him over at once.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
win out

 )
 — manage to succeed or achieve something by effort




•
 
talent won out over bureaucracy.










6.
 


‹archaic›

 manage to reach (a place) by effort




•
 
many lived to win the great cave.










7.
 
obtain (ore) from a mine.








II.
 
noun




a successful result in a contest, conflict, bet, or other endeavor; a victory




•
 
a win against Norway.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
one can't win








‹informal›

 said when someone feels that no course of action open to them will bring success or please people.









2.
 
win the day






be victorious in battle, sport, or argument.









3.
 
win or lose






whether one succeeds or fails




•
 
win or lose, the important thing for him is to set a good example.















4.
 
win (or earn) one's spurs





a.
 


‹historical›

 gain a knighthood by an act of bravery.




b.
 


‹informal›

 gain one's first distinction or honors.









5.
 
you can't win them all (or win some, lose some)








‹informal›

 said to express consolation or resignation after failure in a contest.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
winless






adjective













2.
 
winnable

 
/ˈwinəb(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
winnan

 ‘strive, contend,’ also ‘subdue and take possession of, acquire,’ of Germanic origin.






wince1


 
/wins/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a slight involuntary grimace or shrinking movement of the body out of or in anticipation of pain or distress




•
 
he winced at the disgust in her voice.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a slight grimace or shrinking movement caused by pain or distress.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wincer






noun













2.
 
wincingly






adverb



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the sense ‘kick restlessly from pain or impatience’): from an Anglo-Norman French variant of Old French 
guenchir

 ‘turn aside.’





wince2


 
/wins/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a roller for moving textile fabric through a dyeing vat.











– origin

 late 17th cent. (in the sense ‘winch’): variant of winch
 .






winch

 
/win(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a hauling or lifting device consisting of a rope, cable, or chain winding around a horizontal rotating drum, turned by a crank or by motor or other power source; a windlass.




2.
 
the crank of a wheel or axle.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
hoist or haul with a winch.








III.
 
derivatives





wincher






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
wince

 ‘reel, pulley,’ of Germanic origin; related to the verb wink
 . The verb dates from the early 16th cent.





Winchester1


 
/ˈwinCHistər/






a historic city in northwestern Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley; pop. 25,897 (est. 2008).









Winchester2


 
/ˈwinˌCHestər ˈwin(t)SHəstər/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Winchester rifle

 )
 — 

‹trademark›

 a breech-loading side-action repeating rifle.

[named after Oliver F. 
Winchester

 (1810–80), the US manufacturer of the rifle.]




2.
 
(in full 
Winchester disk

 or 
drive

 )
 — 

[Computing]

 a disk drive in a sealed unit containing a high-capacity hard disk and the read-write heads.

[so named because its original numerical designation corresponded to the caliber of the rifle.]














wind1


 
/wind/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the perceptible natural movement of the air, especially in the form of a current of air blowing from a particular direction




•
 
the wind howled about the building




•
 
an easterly wind




•
 
gusts of wind.










2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — relating to or denoting energy obtained from harnessing the wind with windmills or wind turbines.




3.
 
used to suggest something very fast, unrestrained, or changeable




•
 
run like the wind




•
 
she could be as free and easy as the wind.










4.
 
used in reference to an influence or tendency that cannot be resisted




•
 
a wind of change.










5.
 
used in reference to an impending situation




•
 
he had seen which way the wind was blowing.










6.
 
the rush of air caused by a fast-moving body.




7.
 
a scent carried by the wind, indicating the presence or proximity of an animal or person.




8.
 
breath as needed in physical exertion or in speech.




9.
 
the power of breathing without difficulty while running or making a similar continuous effort




•
 
he waited while Jerry got his wind back.







See also second wind
 .




10.
 
empty, pompous, or boastful talk; meaningless rhetoric.




11.
 
air swallowed while eating or gas generated in the stomach and intestines by digestion.




12.
 
air or breath used for sounding an organ or a wind instrument.




13.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ] (also 
winds

 )
 — wind instruments, or specifically woodwind instruments, forming a band or a section of an orchestra




•
 
concerto for piano, violin, and thirteen winds




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
wind players.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (someone) to have difficulty breathing because of exertion or a blow to the stomach




•
 
the fall nearly winded him.










2.
 
detect the presence of (a person or animal) by scent




•
 
the birds could not have seen us or winded us.










3.
 
(
past

 and 
past participle

 winded or wound ) /wīnd /

 — 

‹literary›

 sound (a bugle or call) by blowing




•
 
but scarce again his horn he wound.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
before the wind








[Sailing]

 with the wind blowing more or less from astern.









2.
 
get wind of








‹informal›

 begin to suspect that (something) is happening; hear a rumor of




•
 
Marty got wind of a plot being hatched.







[referring originally to the scent of game in hunting.]









3.
 
it's an ill wind that blows no good








‹proverb›

 few things are so bad that no one profits from them.









4.
 
off the wind








[Sailing]

 with the wind on either quarter.









5.
 
on a wind








[Sailing]

 against a wind on either bow.









6.
 
put (or have) the wind up








(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 alarm or frighten (or be alarmed or frightened)




•
 
he was trying to put the wind up him with stories of how hard teaching was.















7.
 
sail close to (or near) the wind





a.
 


[Sailing]

 sail as nearly against the wind as possible while still making headway.




b.
 


‹informal›

 verge on indecency, dishonesty, or disaster.









8.
 
take the wind out of someone's sails






frustrate someone by unexpectedly anticipating an action or remark.









9.
 
to the wind (s) (or the four winds)





a.
 
in all directions




•
 
my little flock scatters to the four winds.










b.
 
so as to be abandoned or neglected




•
 
I threw my friends' advice to the winds.


















IV.
 
derivatives





windless

 
/ˈwin(d)lis /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wind

 and German 
Wind

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
ventus

 .






wind2


 
/wīnd/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in or take a twisting or spiral course




•
 
the path wound among olive trees.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — pass (something) around a thing or person so as to encircle or enfold




•
 
he wound a towel around his midriff.










3.
 
repeatedly twist or coil (a length of something) around itself or a core




•
 
Anne wound the wool into a ball.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — be repeatedly twisted or coiled




•
 
large vines wound around every tree.










5.
 
wrap or surround (a core) with a coiled length of something




•
 
devices wound with copper wire.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — make (a clock or other device, typically one operated by clockwork) operate by turning a key or handle




•
 
he 
wound up

 the clock every Saturday night




•
 
she was winding the gramophone.










7.
 
turn (a key or handle) repeatedly around and around




•
 
I wound the handle as fast as I could.










8.
 
cause (an audio or videotape or a film) to move back or forward to a desired point




•
 
wind your tape back and listen to make sure everything is okay.










9.
 
hoist or draw (something) with a windlass, winch, or similar device.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a twist or turn in a course.




2.
 
a single turn made when winding.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wind down





a.
 
(of a mechanism, especially one operated by clockwork) gradually lose power.




b.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) relax after stress or excitement.




c.
 
(also 
wind something down

 )
 — draw or bring gradually to a close




•
 
business began to wind down as people awaited the new regime.















2.
 
wind up

 

‹informal›






a.
 
arrive or end up in a specified state, situation, or place




•
 
Kevin winds up in New York.










b.
 
another way of saying wind something up
 :




•
 
he wound up by attacking Nonconformists.










c.
 


[Baseball]

 (of a pitcher) use the windup delivery.









3.
 
wind someone up





a.
 
(usu. 
be wound up

 )
 — make tense or angry




•
 
he was clearly wound up and frantic about his daughter.










b.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 tease or irritate someone




•
 
she's only winding me up.















4.
 
wind something up





a.
 
arrange the affairs of and dissolve a company




•
 
the company has since been wound up.










b.
 
gradually or finally bring an activity to a conclusion




•
 
the experiments had to be wound up because the funding stopped.










c.
 


‹informal›

 increase the tension, intensity, or power of something




•
 
he wound up the engine.





















– origin

 Old English 
windan

 ‘go rapidly,’ ‘twine,’ of Germanic origin; related to wander
 and wend
 .





windage

 
/ˈwindij/






noun



1.
 
the air resistance of a moving object, such as a vessel or a rotating machine part, or the force of the wind on a stationary object.




2.
 
the effect of the wind in deflecting a missile such as a bullet.













Windaus, Adolf

 
/ˈvinˌdous/






(1876–1959), German organic chemist. He did pioneering work on the chemistry and structure of steroids and their derivatives, notably cholesterol. He also investigated the D vitamins and vitamin B1
 and discovered histamine. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1928).









windbag

 
/ˈwin(d)baɡ/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who talks at length but says little of value.








II.
 
derivatives





windbaggery

 
/-ərē /






noun





















wind band

 
/ˈwind ˌband/






noun




a group of musicians playing mainly woodwind instruments.













windblown

 
/ˈwindblōn/






adjective



1.
 
carried or driven by the wind




•
 
windblown sand




•
 
windblown pollution.










2.
 
exposed to or affected by the wind




•
 
the coastline is rugged and windblown




•
 
her windblown hair.



















windborne

 
/ˈwindˌbôrn/






adjective




carried by the wind




•
 
windborne paper bags and candy wrappers caught on a fence.



















windbound

 
/ˈwindbound/






adjective




(of a sailing ship) unable to sail because of extreme or contrary winds.













windbreak

 
/ˈwin(d)brāk/






noun




a thing, such as a row of trees or a fence, wall, or screen, that provides shelter or protection from the wind.













windbreaker

 
/ˈwindˌbrākər/






noun






(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a wind-resistant jacket with a close-fitting neck, waistband, and cuffs.













windburn

 
/ˈwindbərn/





I.
 
noun




reddening and soreness of the skin caused by prolonged exposure to the wind.








II.
 
derivatives





windburned

 


‹chiefly Brit.›

 windburnt






adjective





















Wind Cave National Park

 
/ˌwind ˌkāv ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈpärk/






a preserve in the Black Hills of South Dakota, noted for its caves and wildlife.










windchill

 
/ˈwin(d)ˌCHil /

 
windchill factor
 , chill factor






noun




a quantity expressing the effective lowering of the air temperature caused by the wind, especially as affecting the rate of heat loss from an object or human body or as perceived by an exposed person.













wind chimes

 
/ˈwin(d) ˌCHīmz/






plural noun




a decorative arrangement of small pieces of glass, metal, or shell suspended from a frame, typically hung near a door or window so as make a tinkling sound in the breeze.













winder

 
/ˈwīndər/






noun




a device or mechanism used to wind something, especially something such as a watch or clock or the film in a camera.













Windermere

 
/ˈwində(r)ˌmir/






a lake in northwestern England, in the southeastern part of the Lake District. About 10 miles (17 km) in length, it is the largest lake in England.









windfall

 
/ˈwin(d)fôl/






noun



1.
 
an apple or other fruit blown down from a tree or bush by the wind.




2.
 
a piece of unexpected good fortune, typically one that involves receiving a large amount of money


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
windfall profits.



















windfall profits tax

 
windfall tax






noun




a tax levied on an unforeseen or unexpectedly large profit, especially one regarded to be excessive or unfairly obtained.













wind farm

 
/ˈwind ˌfärm/






noun




an area of land with a group of energy-producing windmills or wind turbines.













windflower

 
/ˈwindˌflou(ə)r/






noun




an anemone.













windgall

 
/ˈwindɡôl/






noun




a small painless swelling just above the fetlock of a horse, caused by inflammation of the tendon sheath.













wind gap

 
/ˈwind ˌɡap/






noun




a valley cut through a ridge by erosion by a river that no longer follows a course through the valley.













wind gauge

 
/ˈwin(d) ˌɡāj/






noun



1.
 
an anemometer.




2.
 
an apparatus attached to the sights of a gun enabling allowance to be made for the wind in shooting.













wind harp

 
/ˈwind ˌhärp/






noun




another term for aeolian harp
 .













Windhoek

 
/ˈwindho͝ok/






the capital of Namibia, in the center of the country; pop. 314,000 (est. 2007).









windhover

 
/ˈwindˌhəvər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹dialect›

 a kestrel.













windigo

 
/ˈwindəˌɡō /

 
wendigo





I.
 
noun




(in the folklore of some northern Algonquian peoples) a cannibalistic giant; a person who has been transformed into a monster by the consumption of human flesh.











– origin

 from Ojibwa.





winding

 
/ˈwīndiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a twisting movement or course




•
 
the windings of the stream.










2.
 
an electrical conductor that is wound around a magnetic material, especially one encircling part of the stator or rotor of an electric motor or generator or forming part of a transformer.




3.
 
a thing that winds or is wound around something.








II.
 
adjective




following a twisting or spiral course




•
 
our bedroom was at the top of a winding staircase.



















winding sheet

 
/ˈwīndiNG ˌSHēt/






noun




a sheet in which a corpse is wrapped for burial; a shroud.













wind instrument

 
/ˈwind ˌinstrəmənt/






noun



1.
 
a musical instrument in which sound is produced by the vibration of air, typically by the player blowing into the instrument.




2.
 
a woodwind instrument as distinct from a brass instrument.













windjammer

 
/ˈwindˌjamər/






noun






‹historical›

 a merchant sailing ship.













windlass

 
/ˈwin(d)ləs/





I.
 
noun




a type of winch used especially on ships to hoist anchors and haul on mooring lines and, especially formerly, to lower buckets into and hoist them up from wells.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
haul or lift (something) with a windlass.











– origin

 late Middle English: probably an alteration of obsolete 
windas

 , via Anglo-Norman French from Old Norse 
vindáss

 , literally ‘winding pole.’





wind load

 
/ˈwind ˌlōd /

 
wind loading






noun






[Engineering]

 the force on a structure arising from the impact of wind on it.













wind machine

 
/ˈwin(d) məˌSHēn/






noun



1.
 
a machine used in the theater or in filmmaking for producing a blast of air or imitating the sound of wind.




2.
 
a wind-driven turbine for producing electricity.













windmill

 
/ˈwin(d)mēl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a building with sails or vanes that turn in the wind and generate power to grind grain into flour.




2.
 
a structure using wind to generate electricity or draw water.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 a pinwheel.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
(with reference to a person's arms) move or be moved around in a circle in a manner suggestive of the rotating sails or vanes of a windmill.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of the propeller or rotor of an aircraft, or the aircraft itself) spin unpowered.








III.
 
phrases





tilt at windmills






see tilt
 .

















window

 
/ˈwindō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an opening in the wall or roof of a building or vehicle that is fitted with glass or other transparent material in a frame to admit light or air and allow people to see out.




2.
 
a pane of glass filling a window




•
 
thieves smashed a window and took $600.










3.
 
an opening in a wall or screen through which customers are served in a bank, ticket office, or similar building.




4.
 
a space on the inside of a store's window where goods are displayed for sale




•
 
I prefer the red dress that's in the window




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
beautiful window displays.










5.
 
a thing resembling a window in form or function, in particular




6.
 
a transparent panel on an envelope to show an address.




7.
 


[Computing]

 a framed area on a display screen for viewing information.




8.
 
(
window on/into/to

 )
 — a means of observing and learning about




•
 
television is a window on the world.










9.
 


[Physics]

 a range of electromagnetic wavelengths for which a medium (especially the atmosphere) is transparent.




10.
 
an interval or opportunity for action




•
 
February 15 to March 15 should be the final window for new offers.










11.
 
an interval during which atmospheric and astronomical circumstances are suitable for the launch of a spacecraft.




12.
 
strips of metal foil or metal filings dispersed in the air to obstruct radar detection.

[military code word.]








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
go out the window








‹informal›

 (of a plan or pattern or behavior) no longer exist; disappear.









2.
 
window of opportunity






a favorable opportunity for doing something that must be seized immediately if it is not to be missed.









3.
 
window of vulnerability






an opportunity to attack something that is at risk (especially as a Cold War claim that America's land-based missiles were easy targets for a Soviet first strike).









4.
 
windows of the soul






organs of sense, especially the eyes.












III.
 
derivatives





windowless

 
/ˈwindōləs /






adjective





window
 (
sense

 1)



















– origin

 Middle English: from Old Norse 
vindauga

 , from 
vindr

 ‘wind’ + 
auga

 ‘eye.’





window box

 
/ˈwindō ˌbäks/






noun




a long narrow box in which flowers and other plants are grown, placed on an outside windowsill.













window cleaner

 
/ˈwindō ˌklēnər/






noun



1.
 
a substance used for cleaning windows.




2.
 
a person employed to clean windows; a window washer.













window dressing

 
/ˈwindō ˌdresiNG/






noun



1.
 
the arrangement of an attractive display in a shop window.




2.
 
an adroit but superficial or actually misleading presentation of something, designed to create a favorable impression




•
 
the government's effort has amounted to little more than window dressing.



















windowed

 
/ˈwindōd/






adjective



1.
 
having a window or windows for admitting light or air


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
a row of bay-windowed houses.










2.
 


[Computing]

 having or using framed areas on a display screen for viewing information.













window frame

 
/ˈwindō ˌfrām/






noun




a supporting frame for the glass of a window.













windowing

 
/ˈwindōiNG/






noun






[Computing]

 the use of windows for the simultaneous display of more than one item on a screen.













window ledge

 
/ˈwindō ˌlej/






noun




another term for windowsill
 .













windowpane

 
/ˈwindōˌpān/






noun



1.
 
a pane of glass in a window.




2.
 
a broad flatfish with numerous dark spots, found in the western Atlantic.

Also called sand dab
 . [
Scophthalmus aquosus

 , family 
Scophthalmidae

 (or 
Bothidae

 ).]













Window Rock






a community in northeastern Arizona, capital of the Navajo reservation, named for a limestone formation; pop. 3,059 (2000).









Windows

 
/ˈwindōz/






plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a computer operating system with a graphical user interface.













window seat

 
/ˈwindō sēt/






noun



1.
 
a seat below a window, especially one in a bay or alcove.




2.
 
a seat next to a window in an aircraft, train, or other vehicle.













window shopping

 
/ˈwindō ˌSHäpiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity of looking at the goods displayed in shop windows, especially without intending to buy anything




•
 
window shopping is the favorite pastime of all New Yorkers.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
window-shop

 
/ˈwindōSHäp /






verb













2.
 
window shopper

 
/ˈwindō ˌSHäpər /






noun






















windowsill

 
/ˈwindōˌsil /

 
window sill






noun




a ledge or sill forming the bottom part of a window.













window treatment






noun




interior decoration for a window or window frame.













window washer






noun




a person employed to clean windows.













windpack

 
/ˈwindpak/






noun




snow that has been compacted by the wind.













windpipe

 
/ˈwin(d)pīp/






noun




the air passage from the throat to the lungs; the trachea.













wind-pollinated

 
/ˌwindˈpälənādəd/






adjective




(of a plant) fertilized by wind-borne pollen




•
 
wind-pollinated flowers that open in spring.



















wind pollination






noun




pollination of plants by means of pollen carried on the wind




•
 
favorable conditions for wind pollination.



















wind power






noun




power obtained by harnessing the energy of the wind.













Wind River Range

 
/ˌwind ˌrivər ˈrānj/






a range of the Rocky Mountains in western Wyoming that rises to 13,804 feet (4,207 m) at Gannett Peak, the highest in the state.









wind rose

 
/ˈwind ˌrōz/






noun




a diagram showing the relative frequency of wind directions at a place.













windrow

 
/ˈwindrō/






noun



1.
 
a long line of raked hay or sheaves of grain laid out to dry in the wind.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a long line of material heaped up by the wind or by a machine.













windsail

 
/ˈwindsāl/






noun






‹historical›

 a long wide tube or funnel of sailcloth used to convey air to the lower parts of a ship.













wind scorpion

 
/ˈwind ˌskôrpēən/






noun




another term for sun spider
 .













windscreen

 
/ˈwin(d)skrēn/






noun




British term for windshield
 .














wind shear

 
/ˈwin(d) ˌSHir/






noun




variation in wind velocity occurring along a direction at right angles to the wind's direction and tending to exert a turning force.














windshield

 
/ˈwin(d)ˌSHēld/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a window at the front of the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle.













windshield wiper

 


‹Brit.›

 windscreen wiper






noun




a motor-driven device for keeping a windshield clear of rain, typically one with a rubber blade on an arm that moves in an arc.













windslab

 
/ˈwindslab/






noun




a thick crust formed on the surface of soft snow by the wind, of a kind liable to slip and create an avalanche.













windsock

 
/ˈwin(d)säk/






noun




a light, flexible cylinder or cone mounted on a mast to show the direction and strength of the wind, especially at an airfield.













Windsor1


 
/ˈwin(d)zər/





I.
 
a town in southern England, on the Thames River, opposite Eton; pop. 31,800 (est. 2009).




II.
 
an industrial city and port in Ontario, southern Canada, on Lake Ontario, opposite the US city of Detroit; pop. 216,473 (2006).




III.
 

/ˈwin(d)zər /

 — a commercial and residential town in north central Connecticut, north of Hartford; pop. 28,851 (est. 2008).









Windsor2


 
/ˈwin(d)zər/






the name of the British royal family since 1917. Previously Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, it was changed in response to anti-German feeling in World War I.









Windsor, Duke of






the title conferred on Britain's Edward VIII upon his abdication in 1936.









Windsor Castle






a royal residence at Windsor, founded by William the Conqueror on the site of an earlier fortress and extended by his successors, particularly Edward III. The castle was severely damaged by fire in 1992.









Windsor chair

 
/ˈwinzər CHe(ə)r/






noun




a wooden dining chair with a semicircular back supported by upright rods.













Windsor knot






noun




a large, loose triangular knot in a necktie, produced by making extra turns when tying.













Windsor tie






noun






‹dated›

 
(chiefly US)

 a wide silk bias-cut necktie, tied in a loose double knot.













wind sprint

 
/ˈwind ˌsprint/






noun






[Sports]

 a form of exercise consisting of repeated alternation between a walk or slow run and a faster run.













windstorm

 
/ˈwin(d)stôrm/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a storm with very strong wind but little or no rain or snow; a gale.













wind-sucking

 
/ˈwin(d)ˌsəkiNG/





I.
 
noun




(in a horse) habitual behavior involving repeated arching of the neck and sucking in and swallowing air, often accompanied by a grunting sound.








II.
 
derivatives





wind-sucker






noun





















windsurfer

 
/ˈwin(d)ˌsərfər/






noun



1.
 
a person who takes part in windsurfing.




2.
 
a sailboard.














windsurfing

 
/ˈwin(d)ˌsərfiNG/





I.
 
noun




the sport or pastime of riding on water on a sailboard.








II.
 
derivatives





windsurf

 
/ˈwin(d)ˌsərf /






verb





















windswept

 
/ˈwin(d)swept/






adjective



1.
 
(of a place) exposed to strong winds




•
 
the windswept moors.










2.
 
(of a person or their appearance) affected, shaped, or mussed by exposure to the wind




•
 
his windswept hair.



















wind tunnel

 
/ˈwin(d) ˌtənl/






noun



1.
 
a tunnel-like apparatus for producing an airstream of known velocity past models of aircraft, buildings, etc., in order to investigate flow or the effect of wind on the full-size object.




2.
 
an open space through which strong winds are channeled by surrounding tall buildings.













wind turbine

 
/ˈwin(d) ˌtərˌbīn ˈwin(d) ˌtərbən/






noun




a turbine having a large vaned wheel rotated by the wind to generate electricity.













windup

 
/ˈwīndˌəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of concluding or finishing something




•
 
the windup of the convention.










2.
 


[Baseball]

 the motions of a pitcher immediately before delivering the ball, in which they take a step back, lift the hands over the head, and step forward.




3.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an attempt to tease or irritate someone.








II.
 
adjective




(of a toy or other device) functioning by means of winding a key or handle




•
 
a windup clock.




















windward

 
/ˈwin(d)wərd/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




facing the wind or on the side facing the wind


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
the windward side of the boat.







Contrasted with leeward
 .








II.
 
noun




the side or direction from which the wind is blowing




•
 
the ships drifted west, leaving the island quite a distance 
to windward

 .














III.
 
phrases





to windward of








‹dated›

 in an advantageous position in relation to




•
 
I happen to have 
got to windward of

 the young woman.























Windward Islands

 
/ˈˌwin(d)wərd ˈīlən(d)z/





I.
 
a group of islands in the eastern Caribbean Sea that constitute the southern part of the Lesser Antilles. They include Martinique, Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Grenada. Their name refers to their position further upwind, in terms of the prevailing southeastern winds, than the Leeward Islands.




II.
 
an island group in the eastern Society Islands in French Polynesia that include Moorea and Tahiti.

French name Iles du Vent
 .









Windward Passage






an ocean channel between Cuba on the west and Haiti on the east that connects the Caribbean Sea with the Atlantic Ocean.









windy1


 
/ˈwindē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of weather, a period of time, or a place) marked by or exposed to strong winds




•
 
a very windy day.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 suffering from, marked by, or causing an accumulation of gas in the alimentary canal.




3.
 


‹informal›

 using or expressed in many words that sound impressive but mean little




•
 
windy speeches.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
windily

 
/-əlē /






adverb













2.
 
windiness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
windig

 (see wind
 1
 , -y
 1
 ).





windy2


 
/ˈwīndē/






adjective




(of a road or river) following a curving or twisting course.













Windy City

 

‹informal›






(
the Windy City

 )


1.
 
a name for Chicago
 :




•
 
she relocated from New Jersey to the Windy City.




















wine

 
/wīn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an alcoholic drink made from fermented grape juice




•
 
he opened a bottle of red wine




•
 
the regional foods and wines of France.










2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — an alcoholic drink made from the fermented juice of specified other fruits or plants




•
 
a glass of dandelion wine.










3.
 
short for wine red
 .








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
wine and dine someone

 )


1.
 
entertain someone by offering them drinks and a meal




•
 
members of Congress have been lavishly wined and dined by lobbyists for years.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — enjoy oneself by eating and drinking lavishly




•
 
we wined and dined with Eddie's and Bernie's friends.














III.
 
phrases





good wine needs no bush








‹proverb›

 there's no need to advertise or boast about something of good quality as people will always discover its merits.

[a 
bush

 was an innkeeper's sign, originally depicting a bunch of ivy used (in place of grape leaves) to show that the establishment sold wine.]












IV.
 
derivatives





winey

 
/wīnē /

 
winy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wīn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wijn

 , German 
Wein

 , based on Latin 
vinum

 .





wine bar

 
/ˈwīn ˌbär/






noun




a bar or small restaurant where wine is the main drink available.













wineberry

 
/ˈwīnˌberē/






noun



1.
 
a bristly deciduous shrub native to China and Japan, producing scarlet berries used in cooking.

[
Rubus phoenicolasius

 , family 
Rosaceae

 .]




2.
 
the fruit of the wineberry bush.













winebibber

 
/ˈwīnˌbibər/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 a habitual drinker of alcohol.








II.
 
derivatives





winebibbing

 
/-ˌbibiNG /






noun, adjective





















wine bottle






noun




a glass bottle for wine, the standard size holding 750 ml or 26 ⅔ fl. oz.













wine cellar

 
/ˈwīn ˌselər/






noun



1.
 
a cellar in which wine is stored.




2.
 
a stock of wine.













wine cooler

 
//






noun



1.
 
a container for chilling a bottle of wine.




2.
 
a bottled drink made from wine, fruit juice, and carbonated water.













wineglass

 
/ˈwīnɡlas/





I.
 
noun




a glass with a stem and foot, used for drinking wine.








II.
 
derivatives





wineglassful

 
/ˈwīnɡlasˌfo͝ol /






noun





















winegrower

 
/ˈwīnˌɡrō(ə)r/






noun




a cultivator of grapes for wine.













wine list

 
/wīn list/






noun




a list of the wines available in a restaurant.













winemaker

 
/ˈwīnˌmākər/






noun




a producer of wine; a winegrower.













winemaking

 
/ˈwīnˌmākiNG/






noun




the production of wine.













wine o'clock






noun






‹humorous›

 an appropriate time of day to start drinking wine




•
 
I just checked my watch and it's definitely wine o'clock.



















winepress

 
/ˈwīnpres/






noun




a press in which grapes are squeezed in making wine.














wine red






noun




a dark red color like that of red wine.













winery

 
/ˈwīn(ə)rē/






noun




an establishment where wine is made.













Winesap

 
/ˈwīnsap/






noun




a large red apple, used for cooking and as a dessert apple.













wineskin

 
/ˈwīnskin/






noun




an animal skin sewn up and used to hold wine.













wine steward






noun




a waiter responsible for serving wine.














wine tasting

 
/wīn ˈtāstiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an event at which people taste and compare a number of wines.




2.
 
the action of judging the quality of wine by tasting it.








II.
 
derivatives





wine taster






noun





















wine vinegar

 
/wīn ˈvinəɡər/






noun




vinegar made from wine rather than malt.













Winfrey, Oprah

 
/ˈwinfrē/






(1954–), US television talk-show host, actress, producer, and philanthropist. In 1984, she started as a talk-show host on 
A.M. Chicago

 , which evolved into the nationally televised 
Oprah Winfrey Show

 (1986–2011). She also played Sofia in the movie 
The Color Purple

 (1985), began publishing 
O

 magazine in 2000, and launched the OWN television network in 2011.










wing

 
/wiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of specialized paired appendages that enable some animals to fly, in particular




2.
 
(in a bird) a modified forelimb that bears large feathers.




3.
 
(in a bat or pterosaur) a modified forelimb with skin stretched between or behind the fingers.




4.
 
(in most insects) each of two or four flat extensions of the thoracic cuticle, either transparent or covered in scales.




5.
 
the meat on the wing bone of a bird used as food.




6.
 
(usu. 
wings

 )
 — used with reference to ease and swiftness of movement




•
 
time flies by 
on wings

 .










7.
 
a rigid horizontal structure that projects from both sides of an aircraft and supports it in the air.




8.
 
(
wings

 )
 — a pilot's certificate of ability to fly a plane, indicated by a badge representing a pair of wings




•
 
Michael earned his wings as a commercial pilot.










9.
 
a part that projects, in particular




10.
 


(Brit.)

 a raised part of the body of a car or other vehicle above the wheel.




11.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — a part of a large building, especially one that projects from the main part




•
 
the maternity wing at South Cleveland Hospital.










12.
 


[Anatomy]

 a lateral part or projection of an organ or structure.




13.
 


[Botany]

 a thin membranous appendage of a fruit or seed that is dispersed by the wind.




14.
 
a group within a political party or other organization that holds particular views or has a particular function




•
 
Sinn Fein, the political wing of the IRA.










15.
 
a side area, or a person or activity associated with that area, in particular




16.
 
(
the wings

 )
 — the sides of a theater stage out of view of the audience.




17.
 
(in soccer, rugby, and other games) the part of the field close to the sidelines.




18.
 
(in soccer, ice hockey, and other games) an attacking player who plays mostly forward close to one side of the field or rink.




19.
 
a flank of a battle array.




20.
 
an air force unit of several squadrons or groups.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — travel on wings or by aircraft; fly




•
 
a bird came winging around the corner.










2.
 
move, travel, or be sent quickly, as if flying




•
 
the prize will be 
winging its way

 to you soon.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — send or convey (something) quickly, as if by air




•
 
just jot down the title on a postcard and wing it to us.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 enable (someone or something) to fly or move rapidly




•
 
the convent was at some distance, but fear would wing her steps.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — shoot (a bird) in the wing, so as to prevent flight without causing death




•
 
one bird was winged for every bird killed.










6.
 
wound (someone) superficially, especially in the arm or shoulder.




7.
 
(
wing it

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 speak or act without preparation; improvise




•
 
a little boning up puts you ahead of the job seekers who try to wing it.







[from theatrical slang, originally meaning ‘to play a role without properly knowing the text’ (either by relying on a prompter in the wings or by studying the part in the wings between scenes).]








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
in the wings






ready to do something or to be used at the appropriate time




•
 
there are no obvious successors 
waiting in the wings

 .















2.
 
on the wing






(of a bird) in flight.









3.
 
on a wing and a prayer






with only the slightest chance of success.









4.
 
spread (or stretch or try) one's wings






extend one's activities and interests or start new ones.









5.
 
take wing






(of a bird, insect, or other winged creature) fly away.









6.
 
under one's wing






in or into one's protective care.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wingless

 
/ˈwiNGləs /






adjective













2.
 
winglike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English (originally in the plural): from Old Norse 
vængir

 , plural of 
vængr

 .





wingback

 
/ˈwiNGbak/






noun



1.
 


[Football]

 an offensive back who lines up outside an end.




2.
 


[Soccer]

 a player who plays in a wide position on the field, taking part both in attack and defense.














wingbeat

 
/ˈwiNGˌbēt/






noun




one complete set of motions of a wing in flying.













wing case

 
/wiNG kās/






noun




each of a pair of modified toughened forewings that cover the functional wings in certain insects, especially an elytron of a beetle.













wing chair

 
/ˈwiNG ˌCHe(ə)r/






noun




a high-backed armchair with side pieces projecting from the back, originally in order to protect the sitter from drafts.













wing collar

 
/ˈwiNG ˌkälər/






noun




a high stiff shirt collar with turned-down corners.













wing covert






noun




(in a bird's wing) each of the smaller feathers covering the bases of the flight feathers.













wing dam






noun




a dam or barrier built into a stream to deflect the current.













wingding

 
/ˈwiNGˌdiNG/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a lively event or party.











– origin

 1920s (in the sense ‘spasm, seizure,’ especially one associated with drug-taking): of unknown origin.





winged

 
/wiNGd/






adjective



1.
 
having wings for flight




•
 
the earliest winged insects.










2.
 
having one or more lateral parts, appendages, or projections




•
 
those eyeglasses with the winged frames were very popular.



















winged bean






noun




a tropical Asian pea plant that has four-sided pods with longitudinal flanges. The entire pod and the roots are edible and are noted for their high protein content.

[
Psophocarpus tetragonolobus

 , family 
Leguminosae

 .]














winged elm






noun




a North American elm that has extremely short leafstalks and flat corky projections on its branchlets.

[
Ulmus alata

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 .]













Winged Victory






noun




a winged statue of Nike, the Greek goddess of victory, especially the Nike of Samothrace (
c.

 200 
BC

 ) preserved in the Louvre in Paris.













winged words





I.
 
plural noun






‹literary›

 highly apposite or significant words.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: translation of the Greek phrase 
epea pteroenta

 , frequently used by Homer.





winger

 
/ˈwiNGər/






noun



1.
 
an attacking player on the wing in soccer, hockey, and other sports.




2.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — a member of a specified political wing




•
 
a left-winger.



















winglet

 
/ˈwiNGlit/






noun



1.
 
a little wing.




2.
 
a vertical projection on the tip of an aircraft wing for reducing drag.













wingman

 
/ˈwiNGˌman ˈwiNGmən/






noun



1.
 
a pilot whose aircraft is positioned behind and outside the leading aircraft in a formation.




2.
 
a man who helps or supports another man; a friend or close associate




•
 
I thought he might need a wingman—he was quite tired and emotional.










3.
 
another term for winger
 (
sense

 1).














wing nut

 
/ˈwiNG ˌnət/






noun



1.
 
(also 
wingnut

 )
 — a nut with a pair of projections for the fingers to screw it on.




2.
 
an Asian tree of the walnut family, with a deeply fissured trunk, compound leaves, and characteristic broad-winged nutlets.

[Genus 
Pterocarya

 , family 
Juglandaceae

 .]




3.
 
(
wingnut

 )
 — 

(US)

 
‹informal›

 a mad or crazy person




•
 
some wingnut down in Finance.










4.
 
a person with extreme, typically right-wing, views




•
 
McCarthyite wingnuts.



















wingover

 
/ˈwiNGˌōvər/






noun




a maneuver in which an aircraft turns at the top of a steep climb and flies back along its original path.













wing oyster






noun




an edible marine bivalve mollusk with a fragile flattened shell, the hinge of which bears winglike projections.

[Family 
Pteridae

 : 
Pteria

 and other genera.]













wing sail






noun




a rigid or semirigid structure similar to an aircraft wing fixed vertically on a boat to provide thrust from the action of the wind.













wing shooting






noun




the shooting of birds in flight.













wingspan

 
/ˈwiNGˌspan /

 
wingspread






noun




the maximum extent across the wings of an aircraft, bird, or other flying animal, measured from tip to tip.













wingstroke

 
/ˈwiNGˌstrōk/






noun




another term for wingbeat
 .













wingsuit

 
/ˈwiNGˌso͞ot/






noun




a one-piece garment that enables a person to glide through the air when in free fall, having sections of fabric between the arms and legs that inflate when the wearer jumps from an aircraft or high place




•
 
he jumped out of a helicopter wearing nothing but a wingsuit and landed safely




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
daredevil wingsuit flyers.



















wing tip

 
/wiNG tip /

 
wingtip






noun



1.
 
the tip of the wing of an aircraft, bird, or other animal.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a shoe with a toe cap having a backward extending point and curving sides, resembling the shape of a wing.













wing walking






noun




acrobatic stunts performed on the wings of an airborne aircraft as a public entertainment.














wink

 
/wiNGk/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
close and open one eye quickly, typically to indicate that something is a joke or a secret or as a signal of affection or greeting




•
 
he winked at Nicole as he passed.










2.
 
(
wink at

 )
 — pretend not to notice (something bad or illegal)




•
 
the authorities winked at their illegal trade.










3.
 
(of a bright object or a light) shine or flash intermittently.








II.
 
noun




an act of closing and opening one eye quickly, typically as a signal




•
 
Barney gave him a knowing wink.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as easy as winking








‹informal›

 very easy or easily.









2.
 
in the wink of an eye (or in a wink)






very quickly.









3.
 
not sleep (or get) a wink (or not get a wink of sleep)






not sleep at all.















– origin

 Old English 
wincian

 ‘close the eyes,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
winken

 ‘to wave,’ also to wince
 1
 .






winkle

 
/ˈwiNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




a small herbivorous shore-dwelling mollusk with a spiral shell.

Also called periwinkle
 2
 . [Family 
Littorinidae

 , class 
Gastropoda

 : many genera and species, including the common and edible 
Littorina littorea

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (
winkle something out

 )


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 extract or obtain something with difficulty




•
 
I swore I wasn't going to tell her, but she 
winkled

 it all 
out of

 me.














III.
 
derivatives





winkler

 
/ˈwiNGk(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: shortening of periwinkle
 2
 .





winkle-picker

 
/ˈwiNGkəl ˌpikər/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a shoe with a long pointed toe, popular in the 1950s.













Winnebago

 
/ˌwinəˈbāɡō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people formerly living in eastern Wisconsin and now mainly in southern Wisconsin and Nebraska.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Winnebago.




3.
 
(
pl.

 Winnebagos)
 — 

(US)

 
‹trademark›

 a motor vehicle with living accommodations used when traveling long distances or camping.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Winnebago people or their language.











– origin

 Algonquian, literally ‘person of the dirty water,’ referring to the muddy Fox River.





Winnebago, Lake

 
/ˌwinəˈbāɡō/






the largest lake in Wisconsin, in the east central part of the state.









winner

 
/ˈwinər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that wins something




•
 
a Nobel Prize winner.










2.
 
a goal or shot that wins a winner or point.




3.
 


[Bridge]

 a card that can be relied on to win a trick.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is a success or is likely to be successful




•
 
the changes failed to make the soap opera a winner.



















winner's circle






noun




a small circular area or enclosure at a racetrack where the winning horse and jockey are brought to receive their awards and have photographs taken.













winning

 
/ˈwiniNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — gaining, resulting in, or relating to victory in a contest or competition




•
 
a winning streak.










2.
 
attractive; endearing




•
 
a winning smile.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(
winnings

 )
 — money won, especially by gambling




•
 
he went to collect his winnings.










2.
 


[Mining]

 a shaft or pit together with the apparatus for extracting coal or other minerals.








III.
 
derivatives





winningly

 
/ˈwiniNGlē /






adverb





















winningest

 
/ˈwiniNGist/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 having achieved the most success in competition




•
 
the winningest coach in pro-football history.



















winning post

 
/ˈwiniNG pōst/






noun




a post marking the end of a race.













Winnipeg

 
/ˈwinəˌpeɡ/






a city in southern central Canada, the capital of the province of Manitoba, at the confluence of the Assiniboine and Red rivers, south of Lake Winnipeg; pop. 633,451 (2006).









Winnipeg, Lake






a large lake in central Canada, in southern central Manitoba, north of the city of Winnipeg. Fed by the Saskatchewan, Winnipeg, and Red rivers from the east and south, the lake is drained by the Nelson River, which flows northeast to Hudson Bay.









Winnipesaukee, Lake

 
/ˌwinəpəˈsôkē, -ˈsäkē/






the largest lake in New Hampshire, a resort center in the east central part of the state.









winnow

 
/ˈwinō/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — blow a current of air through (grain) in order to remove the chaff.




2.
 
remove (chaff) from grain




•
 
women 
winnow

 the chaff 
from

 piles of unhusked rice.










3.
 
remove (people or things) from a group until only the best ones are left




•
 
the contenders had been winnowed to five




•
 
guidelines that would help 
winnow out

 those not fit to be soldiers.










4.
 
find or identify (a valuable or useful part of something)




•
 
amidst this welter of confusing signals, it's difficult to 
winnow out

 the truth.










5.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 (of the wind) blow




•
 
the autumn wind winnowing its way through the grass.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a bird) fan (the air) with wings.








II.
 
derivatives





winnower

 
/ˈwinō(ə)r /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
windwian

 , from 
wind

 (see wind
 1
 ).





wino

 
/ˈwīnō/






noun






‹informal›

 a person who drinks excessive amounts of cheap wine or other alcohol, especially one who is homeless.













Winona

 
/wəˈnōnə/






an industrial city in southeastern Minnesota, on the Mississippi River; pop. 26,785 (est. 2008).









winsome

 
/ˈwinsəm/





I.
 
adjective




attractive or appealing in appearance or character




•
 
a winsome smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
winsomely

 
/ˈwinsəmlē /






adverb













2.
 
winsomeness

 
/ˈwinsəmnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wynsum

 , from 
wyn

 ‘joy’ + -some
 1
 .





Winston-Salem

 
/ˌwinstən ˈsāləm/






an industrial and commercial city in north central North Carolina, a tobacco-processing center; pop. 217,600 (est. 2008).










winter

 
/ˈwin(t)ər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the coldest season of the year, in the northern hemisphere from December to February and in the southern hemisphere from June to August




•
 
the tree has a good crop of berries in winter




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the winter months.










2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the period from the winter solstice to the vernal equinox.




3.
 
(
winters

 )
 — 

‹literary›

 years




•
 
he seemed a hundred winters old.














II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of fruit and vegetables) ripening late in the growing season and suitable for storage over the winter




•
 
a winter apple.










2.
 
(of wheat or other crops) sown in autumn for harvesting the following year.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a bird) spend the winter in a particular place




•
 
birds wintering in the Caribbean.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — keep or feed (plants or cattle) during winter.








IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
winterer






noun













2.
 
winterless






adjective













3.
 
winterly






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
winter

 and German 
Winter

 , probably also to wet
 .






winterberry

 
/ˈwin(t)ərˌberē /

 
winterberry holly






noun




a North American holly with toothed, nonprickly leaves and berries that persist through the winter.

[Genus 
Ilex

 , family 
Aquifoliaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
common winterberry

 (
I. verticillata

 ) and the 
smooth winterberry

 (
I. laevigata

 ).]













winterbourne

 
/ˈwin(t)ərˌbôrn/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a stream, typically on chalk or limestone, that flows only after wet weather.











– origin

 Old English 
winterburna

 (see winter
 , burn
 2
 ).





winter cherry

 
/ˈwin(t)ər ˈCHerē/






noun




a plant of the nightshade family, with cherrylike fruit that ripens in winter.

[Several species in the family 
Solanaceae

 , in particular 
Physalis alkekengi

 , the Chinese lantern plant.]














winter creeper






noun




an evergreen clinging vine that is native to China and cultivated elsewhere as an ornamental ground cover. It has escaped cultivation and is regarded as an ecological threat in some eastern US states.

[
Euonymus fortunei

 , family 
Celastraceae

 .]













winter cress






noun




a bitter-tasting cress of north temperate regions.

[Genus 
Barbarea

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 : several species, in particular 
B. vulgaris

 .]













winter currant






noun




another term for red-flowering currant (see flowering currant
 ).













winter flounder






noun




a common flatfish of the western Atlantic, having cryptic gray-brown coloration and popular as food in winter in North America.

[
Pseudopleuronectes americanus

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 .]













winter garden

 
/ˈwin(t)ər ˈɡärdn/






noun



1.
 
a garden of plants, such as evergreens, that flourish in winter.




2.
 
a conservatory in which flowers and other plants are grown in winter.














wintergreen

 
/ˈwin(t)ərˌɡrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a North American plant from which a pungent oil is obtained, in particular the checkerberry or related shrubs.




2.
 
(also 
oil of wintergreen

 )
 — a pungent oil containing methyl salicylate, now obtained chiefly from the sweet birch or made synthetically, used medicinally and as a flavoring.




3.
 
a low-growing plant of acid soils in north temperate regions, with spikes of white bell-shaped flowers.

[
Chimaphila

 , 
Pyrola

 and other genera, family 
Pyrolaceae

 (the wintergreen family): several species, including the 
spotted wintergreen

 (
C. maculata

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: the plants so named because of remaining green in winter, suggested by Dutch 
wintergroen

 , German 
Wintergrün

 .





Winter Haven






a resort and industrial city in central Florida; pop. 33,353 (est. 2008).









winterize

 
/ˈwin(t)əˌrīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be winterized

 )


1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 adapt or prepare (something, especially a house or an automobile) for use in cold weather




•
 
a waterfront cottage that Dixon had winterized.














II.
 
derivatives





winterization

 
/ˌwintəriˈzāSHən /






noun





















winter jasmine

 
/ˈwin(t)ər ˈjazmən/






noun




a yellow-flowered Chinese jasmine that blooms during the winter.

[
Jasminum nudiflorum

 , family 
Oleaceae

 .]













winter melon






noun




a variety of muskmelon with a sweet, edible flesh that requires a long growing season and ripens in late autumn, making it available in many supermarkets during the winter.













winter moth






noun




a moth that emerges in the winter, the female of which has only vestigial wings. It was formerly a major pest of fruit trees.

[Several species in the family 
Geometridae

 .]













Winter Olympics

 
/ˈwin(t)ər əˈlimpiks ōˈlimpiks/






an international contest of winter sports held every four years at a two-year interval from the Summer Games. They have been held separately from the main games since 1924.









Winter Palace






the former Russian imperial residence in St. Petersburg, stormed in the Revolution of 1917 and later used as a museum and art gallery.









Winter Park






a resort and citrus-growing city in east central Florida, northeast of Orlando; pop. 27,909 (est. 2008).









winter quarters

 
/ˈwin(t)ər ˈkwôrdərz/






plural noun




accommodations for the winter, especially for soldiers.













winter sleep

 
/ˈwin(t)ər slēp/






noun




hibernation.














winter solstice






noun



1.
 
the solstice that marks the onset of winter, at the time of the shortest day, about December 22 in the northern hemisphere and June 21 in the southern hemisphere.




2.
 


[Astronomy]

 the solstice in December.













winter sports

 
/ˌwin(t)ər ˈspôrts/






plural noun




sports performed on snow or ice, such as skiing and ice skating.













winter squash






noun




a squash that has a hard rind and may be stored.

[Cultivars of 
Cucurbita moschata

 and 
C. maxima

 , family 
Cucurbitaceae

 .]













wintersweet

 
/ˈwin(t)ərˌswēt/






noun




a deciduous Chinese shrub that produces heavily scented yellow flowers in winter before the leaves appear, grown in North America as an ornamental.

[
Chimonanthus praecox

 , family 
Calycanthaceae

 .]













wintertide

 
/ˈwin(t)ərˌtīd/






noun




literary term for wintertime
 .














wintertime

 
/ˈwin(t)ərˌtīm/






noun




the season or period of winter.













winter white






noun




a white color with a yellowish tinge




•
 
winter white works brilliantly for dressed-up daywear




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a winter-white cashmere sweater.



















Winthrop, John1


 
/ˈwinTHrəp/






(1588–1649), American colonial leader, born in England. He was the first governor 1630–49 of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. His son 
John Winthrop, Jr.

 (1606–76), also born in England, served as the governor of Connecticut 1657, 1659–76.









Winthrop, John2







(1714–79), American astronomer and physicist. He was the first American to practice rigorous experimental science, giving laboratory demonstrations of electricity in 1746 and predicting the return of Halley's Comet in 1759.









wintry

 
/ˈwint(ə)rē /

 
wintery





I.
 
adjective




characteristic of winter, especially in feeling or looking very cold and bleak




•
 
a wintry landscape




•
 


‹figurative›

 his eyes were decidedly wintry.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wintrily

 
/-trəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wintriness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wintrig

 (see winter
 , -y
 1
 ).





wintry mix






noun




variable precipitation consisting of rain, freezing rain, sleet, or snow




•
 
the wintry mix slowed down drivers crossing the Blue Ridge Mountains.



















win-win

 
/ˈwin ˈˌwin/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or denoting a situation in which each party benefits in some way




•
 
we are aiming for a win-win situation.



















WIP






abbreviation




work in progress (chiefly in business and financial contexts).














wipe

 
/wīp/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
clean or dry (something) by rubbing its surface with a cloth, a piece of paper, or one's hand




•
 
Paul wiped his face with a handkerchief




•
 
he 
wiped down

 the kitchen wall.










2.
 
remove (dirt or moisture) from something by rubbing its surface with a cloth, a piece of paper, or one's hand




•
 
she wiped away a tear.










3.
 
clean (something) by rubbing it against a surface




•
 
the man wiped his hands on his hips.










4.
 
spread (a liquid) over a surface by rubbing




•
 
gently wipe the lotion over the eyelids.










5.
 
remove or eliminate (something) completely




•
 
things have happened to wipe the smile off Kate's face.










6.
 
erase (data) from a magnetic medium.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
an act of wiping.




2.
 
a disposable cloth treated with a cleansing agent, for wiping things clean.




3.
 
a cinematographic effect in which an existing picture seems to be wiped out by a new one as the boundary between them moves across the screen.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
wipe the floor with








‹informal›

 inflict a humiliating defeat on




•
 
they wiped the floor with us in a 36-6 win.















2.
 
wipe the slate clean






forgive or forget past faults or offenses; make a fresh start.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wipe something off






subtract an amount from a value or debt




•
 
the crash wiped 24 percent off stock prices.















2.
 
wipe out





a.
 


(N. Amer.)

 fall over or off a vehicle.




b.
 
be capsized by a wave while surfing.









3.
 
wipe someone out





a.
 
kill a large number of people




•
 
the plague had wiped out whole villages.










b.
 
(usu. 
be wiped out

 )
 — ruin someone financially.




c.
 


‹informal›

 exhaust or intoxicate someone.









4.
 
wipe something out






eliminate something completely




•
 
their life savings were wiped out.


















V.
 
derivatives





wipeable






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wīpian

 , of Germanic origin; related to whip
 .





wipeout

 
/ˈwīpˌout/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 an instance of complete destruction




•
 
a nuclear wipeout.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a complete failure.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the obliteration of one radio signal by another.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a fall from a surfboard.













wiper

 
/ˈwīpər/






noun



1.
 
a windshield wiper.




2.
 
an electrical contact that moves across a surface.













WIPO

 
/ˈwīˌpō/






abbreviation




World Intellectual Property Organization.













Wiradhuri

 
/wiˈrajərē/






noun




an Aboriginal language of southeastern Australia, now extinct.














wire

 
/ˈwī(ə)r/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
metal drawn out into the form of a thin flexible thread or rod.




2.
 
a piece of wire.




3.
 
a length or quantity of wire used, for example, for fencing or to carry an electric current.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
[Horse Racing]

 a wire stretched across and above the track at the finish line of a racetrack.




5.
 
an electronic listening device that can be concealed on a person.




6.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a telegram or cablegram.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
install electric circuits or wires in




•
 
wiring a plug




•
 
they wired the place themselves.










2.
 
connect (someone or something) to a piece of electronic equipment




•
 
a microphone wired to a loudspeaker.










3.
 
provide, fasten, or reinforce with wires




•
 
they wired his jaw.










4.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 send a telegram or cablegram to




•
 
she wired her friend for advice.










5.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — send (money) to (someone) by means of a telegram or cablegram




•
 
he was expecting a friend in Australia to wire him $1,500.










6.
 
snare (an animal) with wire.




7.
 


[Croquet]

 obstruct (a ball, shot, or player) by a wicket.








III.
 
phrases




1.
 
by wire






by telegraph.









2.
 
down to the wire








‹informal›

 used to denote a situation whose outcome is not decided until the very last minute




•
 
it was probable that the test of nerves would go down to the wire.















3.
 
get one's wires crossed






see cross
 .









4.
 
under the wire








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 at the last possible opportunity; just in time.












IV.
 
derivatives





wirer






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wīr

 , of Germanic origin, probably from the base of Latin 
viere

 ‘plait, weave.’





wire cloth

 
/ˈwī(ə)r klôTH/






noun




fabric woven from wire.













wire cutter






noun

 — (usu. 
wire cutters

 )


1.
 
a tool for cutting wire.













wired

 
/ˈwī(ə)rd/






adjective



1.
 
making use of computers to transfer or receive information, especially by means of the Internet




•
 
the economic arguments for getting your business wired.










2.
 
(of a device or network) using wires or cables rather than wireless technology to transmit signals.




3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 in a nervous, tense, or edgy state




•
 
not much sleep lately—I'm a little wired.










4.
 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol.













wire-draw

 
/ˈwī(ə)rdrô/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
wire-drawing

 )


1.
 
draw out (metal) into wire by passing it through a series of holes of diminishing diameter in a steel plate.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 refine (an argument or idea) excessively, in such a way that it becomes strained or forced.








II.
 
derivatives





wire-drawer






noun





















wireframe

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌfrām/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a skeletal three-dimensional model in which only lines and vertices are represented.




2.
 


[Computing]

 an image or set of images which displays the functional elements of a website or page, typically used for planning a site's structure and functionality.













wire fraud






noun






(chiefly US)

 financial fraud involving the use of telecommunications or information technology.













wire gauge

 
/ˈwī(ə)r ɡāj/






noun



1.
 
a gauge for measuring the diameter of wire.




2.
 
the diameter of wire; any of a series of standard sizes in which wire is made.













wire grass






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 
(Austral.)

 a grass with tough wiry stems.

[Genera 
Aristida

 and 
Poa

 , family 
Gramineae

 : several species, including the European 
P. compressa

 , which has become naturalized in North America.]













wire-guided

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌɡīdəd/






adjective




(of a missile) directed by means of electrical signals transmitted along fine connecting wires that uncoil during the missile's flight.













wire-haired

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌherd/






adjective




(especially of a dog breed) having stiff or wiry hair




•
 
a wire-haired terrier.




















wireless

 
/ˈwī(ə)rləs/





I.
 
adjective




using radio, microwaves, etc. (as opposed to wires or cables) to transmit signals




•
 
wireless broadband.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
broadcasting, computer networking, or other communication using radio signals, microwaves, etc.




2.
 
(also 
wireless set

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a radio receiving set.








III.
 
derivatives





wirelessly

 
/ˈwī(ə)rləslē /






adverb





















wireless hot spot

 
wireless hotspot






noun




an area with a usable signal to allow wireless connection to the Internet or some other computer network.













wireline

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌlīn/






noun



1.
 
a telegraph or telephone wire.




2.
 
(in the oil industry) a cable for lowering and raising tools and other equipment in a well shaft.




3.
 
an electric cable used to connect measuring devices in an oil well with indicating or recording instruments at the surface.




4.
 
a horizontal watermark in laid paper.













wireman

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌman ˈwī(ə)rmən/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 an electrician.




2.
 
a journalist working for a news agency.




3.
 


‹informal›

 a professional wiretapper.













wirepuller

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌpo͝olər/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person, especially a politician, who exerts control or influence from behind the scenes.








II.
 
derivatives





wirepulling

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌpo͝oliNG /






noun





















wire rope






noun




a length of rope made from wires twisted together as strands; cable.













wire service

 
/ˈwī(ə)r ˌsərvəs/






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a news agency that supplies syndicated news by wire to newspapers, radio, and television stations.













wiretapping

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌtapiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of connecting a listening device to a telephone line to secretly monitor a conversation.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wiretap

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌtap /






noun, verb













2.
 
wiretapper

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌtap /-ˌtapər/ /






noun





















wire wheel






noun




a wheel on a car, especially a sports car, having narrow metal spokes.













wireworm

 
/ˈwī(ə)rˌwərm/






noun



1.
 
a wormlike hard-skinned larva, especially of a click beetle. Many wireworms feed on the underground parts of plants and can cause damage to arable and other crops.




2.
 
a myriapod, especially of the millipede genus 
Iulus

 , which damages plant roots.













wiring

 
/ˈwī(ə)riNG/






noun



1.
 
a system of wires providing electric circuits for a device or building.




2.
 
the installation of this.




3.
 


‹informal›

 the structure of the nervous system or brain perceived as determining a basic or innate pattern of behavior.













Wirral

 
/ˈwirəl/






a peninsula on the coast of northwestern England, between the estuaries of the rivers Dee and Mersey. Full name 
the Wirral Peninsula

 .









Wirtschaftswunder

 
/ˈvirCHäftsˌvo͝ondər/





I.
 
noun




an economic miracle, especially the economic recovery of the Federal Republic of West Germany after World War II.











– origin

 German.





wiry

 
/ˈwī(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
resembling wire in form and texture




•
 
his wiry black hair.










2.
 
(of a person) lean, tough, and sinewy




•
 
Bernadette was a small, wiry woman.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wirily

 
/ˈwīrəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wiriness

 
/ˈwī(ə)rēnəs /






noun





















Wis.






abbreviation




Wisconsin.














Wisconsin1


 
/wəˈskänsən/





I.
 
a state in the northern US that borders on lakes Superior (in the northwest) and Michigan (in the east); pop. 5,627,967 (est. 2008); capital, Madison; statehood, May 29, 1848 (30). Ceded to Britain by the French in 1763 and acquired by the US in 1783 as part of the former Northwest Territory, it was the site of the Black Hawk War, the last armed Indian resistance to white settlement in the area, in 1832.




II.
 
derivatives





Wisconsinite

 
/-səˌnīt /






noun





















Wisconsin2


 
/wəˈskänsən/






noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 the last (or last two) of the Pleistocene glaciations of North America, approximating the Weichsel of northern Europe.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down during the Wisconsin glaciation.













Wisconsin River






a river that flows for 430 miles (690 km) through central Wisconsin to the Mississippi River at Prairie du Chien. The 
Dells of the Wisconsin

 are a popular scenic area.









Wisd.






abbreviation




(in biblical references) Wisdom of Solomon (Apocrypha).














wisdom

 
/ˈwizdəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the quality of having experience, knowledge, and good judgment; the quality of being wise.




2.
 
the soundness of an action or decision with regard to the application of experience, knowledge, and good judgment




•
 
some questioned the wisdom of building the dam so close to an active volcano.










3.
 
the body of knowledge and principles that develops within a specified society or period




•
 
the traditional farming wisdom of India.














II.
 
phrases





in someone's wisdom






used ironically to suggest that an action is not well judged




•
 
in their wisdom they decided to dispense with him.





















– origin

 Old English 
wīsdōm

 (see wise
 1
 , -dom
 ).





wisdom literature






noun



1.
 
the biblical books of Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Wisdom of Solomon, and Ecclesiasticus collectively.




2.
 
similar works, especially from the ancient Near East, containing proverbial sayings and practical maxims.













Wisdom of Solomon






a book of the Apocrypha ascribed to Solomon and containing a meditation on wisdom. The book is thought actually to date from about the 1st century 
BC

 to the 1st century 
AD

 .









wisdom tooth

 
/ˈwizdəm to͞oTH/






noun




each of the four hindmost molars in humans, which usually appear at about the age of twenty.














wise1


 
/wīz/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or showing experience, knowledge, and good judgment




•
 
she seems kind and wise




•
 
a wise precaution.










2.
 
responding sensibly or shrewdly to a particular situation




•
 
it would be wise to discuss the matter with the chairman of the committee.










3.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — having knowledge in a specified subject




•
 
families 
wise in

 the way of hurricane survival.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ] (
wise to

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 alert to or aware of




•
 
at seven she was already wise to the police.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(
wise off

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 make wisecracks




•
 
Jake and I would wise off to him.










2.
 
[often in 
imperative

 ] (
wise up

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 become alert to or aware of something




•
 
wise up and sort yourselves out before it's too late.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
get wise






become alert or aware




•
 
the birds get wise and figure out it's just noise.















2.
 
be wise after the event






understand and assess an event or situation only after its implications have become obvious.









3.
 
be none (or not any) the wiser






know no more than before.












IV.
 
derivatives





wisely

 
/ˈwīzlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
wīs

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wijs

 and German 
weise

 , also to wit
 2
 .






wise2


 
/wīz/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 the manner or extent of something




•
 
he did it this wise.














II.
 
phrases





in no wise








‹archaic›

 not at all.















– origin

 Old English 
wīse

 , of Germanic origin; related to wit
 2
 .






-wise





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives and adverbs of manner or respect such as 
clockwise

 , 
otherwise

 .

Compare with -ways
 .




2.
 


‹informal›

 with respect to; concerning




•
 
security-wise, there are few problems.

















– origin

 from wise
 2
 . / 
usage:

 In modern English, the suffix 
-wise

 is attached to nouns to form a sentence adverb meaning ‘concerning or with respect to,’ as in tax-wise, money-wise, time-wise, etc. The suffix is widely used, but most of the words so formed are not considered appropriate in formal writing.





wiseacre

 
/ˈwīzˌākər/





I.
 
noun




a person with an affectation of wisdom or knowledge, regarded with scorn or irritation by others; a know-it-all.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Middle Dutch 
wijsseggher

 ‘soothsayer,’ probably from the Germanic bases of wit
 2
 and say
 . The assimilation to acre
 remains unexplained.





wiseass

 
/ˈwīzˌas/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for smart aleck
 .













wisecrack

 
/ˈwīzˌkrak /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a clever and pithy spoken witticism.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a wisecrack


(as 
noun

 
wisecracking

 )


•
 
his warmth, boisterousness, and constant wisecracking.














III.
 
derivatives





wisecracker






noun





















wise guy

 
/ˈwīz ˌɡī /

 

‹informal›







noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who speaks and behaves as if they know more than others.




2.
 


(US)

 a member of the Mafia.













wise man






noun




a man versed in magic, witchcraft, or astrology.

See also Three Wise Men
 .













wisenheimer

 
/ˈwīzənˌhīmər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person who behaves in an irritatingly smug or arrogant fashion, typically by making clever remarks and displaying their knowledge.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from wise
 1
 + the suffix 
-(n)heimer

 found in surnames such as 
Oppenheimer

 .






wisent

 
/ˈvēzent/





I.
 
noun




the European bison.

See bison
 .











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German; related to bison
 .





wise saw






noun




a proverbial saying.













wise woman

 
/wīz ˈwo͝omən/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a woman considered to be knowledgeable in matters such as herbal healing, magic charms, or other traditional lore.














wish

 
/wiSH/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel or express a strong desire or hope for something that is not easily attainable; want something that cannot or probably will not happen




•
 
we 
wished for

 peace




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
he wished that he had practiced the routines.










2.
 
silently invoke a hope or desire, especially in a ritualized way




•
 
I closed my eyes and wished.










3.
 
[with 
infinitive

 ]
 — feel or express a desire to do something




•
 
they wish to become involved.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 and 
infinitive

 ]
 — ask (someone) to do something or that (something) be done




•
 
I wish it to be clearly understood.










5.
 
[with 
two objs.

 ]
 — express a desire for (the success or good fortune) of (someone)




•
 
they wish her every success.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
wish something on

 )
 — hope that something unpleasant will happen to




•
 
I would not 
wish it on

 the vilest soul.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a desire or hope for something to happen




•
 
the union has reiterated its wish for an agreement




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
it is their wish to continue organizing similar exhibitions.










2.
 
(usu. 
wishes

 )
 — an expression of a desire or hope for something to happen, typically in the form of a request or instruction




•
 
she must carry out her late father's wishes.










3.
 
an invocation or recitation of a hope or desire




•
 
he 
makes a wish

 .










4.
 
(usu. 
wishes

 )
 — an expression of a desire for someone's success or good fortune




•
 
they had received kindness and 
good wishes

 from total strangers.










5.
 
a thing or event that is or has been desired; an object of desire




•
 
the petitioners eventually got their wish.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
if wishes were horses, beggars would ride








‹proverb›

 if you could achieve your aims simply by wishing for them, life would be very easy.









2.
 
wish someone well






feel or express a desire for someone's well-being.









3.
 
the wish is father to the thought








‹proverb›

 we believe a thing because we wish it to be true.












IV.
 
derivatives





wisher

 
/ˈwiSHər /






noun




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
an ill-wisher

























– origin

 Old English 
wȳscan

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
wünschen

 , also to ween
 and wont
 . / 
usage:

 Is it correct to say I wish I 
were

 rich or I wish I 
was

 rich? On the question of the use of the subjunctive mood, see usage at subjunctive
 .





wishbone

 
/ˈwiSHˌbōn/






noun



1.
 
a forked bone (the furcula) between the neck and breast of a bird. According to a popular custom, this bone from a cooked bird is broken by two people, with the holder of the longer portion being entitled to make a wish.




2.
 
an object of similar shape to a wishbone, in particular




3.
 


[Football]

 an offensive formation in which the fullback lines up immediately behind the quarterback with the two halfbacks behind and on either side of the fullback.




4.
 
a forked element in the suspension of a motor vehicle or aircraft, typically attached to a wheel at one end with the two arms hinged to the chassis.




5.
 


[Sailing]

 a boom in two halves that curve outward around a sail and meet aft of it.













wish book






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a mail-order catalog.














wishful

 
/ˈwiSHfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having or expressing a desire or hope for something to happen.




2.
 
expressing or containing a desire or hope for something impractical or unfeasible




•
 
without resources the proposed measures were merely 
wishful thinking

 .














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wishfully

 
/ˈwiSHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wishfulness

 
/ˈwiSHfəlnəs /






noun





















wish fulfillment






noun




the satisfying of unconscious desires in dreams or fantasies.













wishing well

 
/wiSHiNG wel/






noun




a well into which one drops a coin and makes a wish.













wish list

 
/wiSH list/






noun




a list of desired things or occurrences.













wish-wash

 
/ˈwiSHˌwôSH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a weak or watery drink




•
 
one pot of wish-wash called “tea.”










2.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 insipid or excessively sentimental talk or writing




•
 
this isn't just emotional wish-wash.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: reduplication of wash
 .





wishy-washy

 
/ˈwiSHēˌwäSHē ˈwiSHēˌwôSHē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of drink or liquid food such as soup) weak; watery.




2.
 
feeble or insipid in quality or character; lacking strength or boldness




•
 
wishy-washy liberalism.

















– origin

 early 18th cent.: reduplication of washy
 .






Wisła

 
/ˈvēswä/






Polish name for Vistula
 .









wisp

 
/wisp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small thin or twisted bunch, piece, or amount of something




•
 


wisps of

 smoke rose into the air.










2.
 
a small bunch of hay or straw used for drying or grooming a horse.




3.
 
a small thin person, typically a child




•
 
a fourteen-year-old wisp of a girl.

















– origin

 Middle English: origin uncertain; perhaps related to whisk
 .





wispy

 
/ˈwispē/





I.
 
adjective




(of hair, threads, smoke, etc.) fine; feathery




•
 
the sky was blue with a few wispy clouds.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wispily

 
/ˈwispilē /






adverb













2.
 
wispiness

 
/ˈwispēnis /






noun





















Wissenschaft

 
/ˈvisənˌSHäft/





I.
 
noun




the systematic pursuit of knowledge, learning, and scholarship (especially as contrasted with its application).











– origin

 German, literally ‘knowledge, science.’





wist

 
/wist/






past and past participle of wit
 2
 .









Wistar rat

 
/ˈwistər ˌrat/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 
[Medicine]

 a rat of a strain developed for laboratory purposes.











– origin

 1930s: named after the 
Wistar

 Institute of Anatomy and Biology, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.





wisteria

 
/wəˈstirēə /

 
wistaria





I.
 
noun




a climbing shrub of the pea family, with hanging clusters of pale bluish-lilac flowers. Native to North America and eastern Asia, ornamental varieties are widely grown on walls and pergolas.

[Genus 
Wisteria

 , family 
Leguminosae

 : several species.]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Caspar 
Wistar

 (or 
Wister

 ) (1761–1818), American anatomist.





wistful

 
/ˈwis(t)fəl/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing a feeling of vague or regretful longing




•
 
a wistful smile.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wistfully

 
/ˈwis(t)fəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wistfulness

 
/ˈwis(t)fəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent.: apparently from obsolete 
wistly

 ‘intently,’ influenced by wishful
 .






wit1


 
/wit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
mental sharpness and inventiveness; keen intelligence




•
 
he does not lack perception or native wit.










2.
 
(
wits

 )
 — the intelligence required for normal activity; basic human intelligence




•
 
he needed all his wits to figure out the way back.










3.
 
a natural aptitude for using words and ideas in a quick and inventive way to create humor




•
 
a player with a sharp tongue and a quick wit.










4.
 
a person who has an aptitude for using words and ideas in a quick and inventive way




•
 
she is such a wit.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be at one's wits' end






be overwhelmed with difficulties and at a loss as to what to do next.









2.
 
be frightened (or scared) out of one's wits






be extremely frightened; be immobilized by fear.









3.
 
gather (or collect) one's wits






allow oneself to think calmly and clearly in a demanding situation.









4.
 
have (or keep) one's wits about one






be constantly alert and vigilant.









5.
 
live by one's wits






earn money by clever and sometimes dishonest means, having no regular employment.









6.
 
pit one's wits against






compete with (someone or something).












III.
 
derivatives





witted






adjective




[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
slow-witted

























– origin

 Old English 
wit(t)

 , 
gewit(t)

 , denoting the mind as the seat of consciousness, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
weet

 and German 
Witz

 , also to wit
 2
 .






wit2


 
/wit/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 have knowledge




•
 
I addressed a few words to the lady you 
wot of






•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I wot that but too well.










2.
 
(
to wit

 )
 — that is to say (used to make clearer or more specific something already said or referred to)




•
 
the textbooks show an irritating parochialism, to wit an almost total exclusion of papers not in English.

















– origin

 Old English 
witan

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
weten

 and German 
wissen

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit 
veda

 ‘knowledge’ and Latin 
videre

 ‘see.’






witan

 
/ˈwitn/





I.
 
noun




another term for witenagemot
 .











– origin

 representing the Old English plural of 
wita

 ‘wise man.’






witch

 
/wiCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woman thought to have evil magic powers. Witches are popularly depicted as wearing a black cloak and pointed hat, and flying on a broomstick.




2.
 
a follower or practitioner of modern witchcraft; a Wiccan priest or priestess.




3.
 


‹informal›

 an ugly or unpleasant old woman; a hag.




4.
 
a girl or woman capable of enchanting or bewitching a man.




5.
 
an edible North Atlantic flatfish that is of some commercial value.

[
Glyptocephalus cynoglossus

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 .]








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a witch) cast an evil spell on




•
 
Mrs. Mucharski had somehow witched the house.










2.
 
(of a girl or woman) enchant (a man)




•
 
she witched Jake.














III.
 
phrases





as cold as (or colder than) a witch's tit








‹vulgar slang›

 very cold.












IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
witchlike

 
/ˈwiCHˌlīk /






adjective













2.
 
witchy






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wicca

 (masculine), 
wicce

 (feminine), 
wiccian

 (verb); current senses of the verb are probably a shortening of bewitch
 .





witchcraft

 
/ˈwiCHˌkraft/






noun




the practice of magic, especially black magic; the use of spells and the invocation of spirits.

See also Wicca
 .













witch doctor

 
/ˈwiCH ˌdäktər/






noun




(among tribal peoples) a magician credited with powers of healing, divination, and protection against the magic of others.













witchery

 
/ˈwiCHərē/






noun



1.
 
the practice of magic




•
 
warding off evil spirits and acts of witchery.










2.
 
compelling power exercised by beauty, eloquence, or other attractive or fascinating qualities.













witches' broom






noun




dense twiggy growth in a tree caused by infection with fungus (especially rusts), mites, or viruses.













witchgrass

 
/ˈwiCHˌɡras /

 
witch grass






noun




a tough creeping grass that can become an invasive weed.

[● couch grass. ● a North American grass (
Panicum capillare

 , family 
Gramineae

 ).]














witch hazel

 
/ˈwiCH ˌhāzəl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a shrub with fragrant yellow flowers that is widely grown as an ornamental. American species flower in autumn, and Asian species in winter.

[Genus 
Hamamelis

 , family 
Hamamelidaceae

 : several species, esp. 
H. virginiana

 , which is the source of the lotion.]




2.
 
an astringent lotion made from the bark and leaves of this plant.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: 
witch

 , variant of 
wych

 (see wych elm
 ).





witch-hunt

 
/ˈwiCH ˌhənt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a search for and subsequent persecution of a supposed witch.




2.
 


‹historical›

 
‹informal›

 a campaign directed against a person or group holding unorthodox or unpopular views.








II.
 
derivatives





witch-hunting

 
/ˈwiCH ˌhən(t)iNG /






noun





















witching

 
/ˈwiCHiNG/





I.
 
noun




the practice of witchcraft.








II.
 
phrases





the witching hour






midnight (with reference to the belief that witches are active and magic takes place at that time).

[with allusion to 
the witching time of night

 from Shakespeare's 
Hamlet

 (
III

 . ii. 377).]

















witchweed

 
/ˈwiCHˌwēd/






noun




a small parasitic plant that attaches itself to the roots of other plants. Native to the Old World tropics and southern Africa, it has been introduced into North America and can cause serious damage to crops such as corn and sugar.

[Genus 
Striga

 , family 
Scrophulariaceae

 .]














witenagemot

 
/ˈwit(ə)nəɡəˌmōt/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 an Anglo-Saxon national council or parliament.

Also called witan
 .











– origin

 Old English, from 
witena

 , genitive plural of 
wita

 ‘wise man’ + 
gemōt

 ‘meeting’ (compare with moot
 ).






with

 
/wiT͟H wiTH/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
accompanied by (another person or thing)




•
 
a nice steak with a bottle of red wine.










2.
 
in the same direction as




•
 
marine mammals generally swim with the current.










3.
 
along with (with reference to time)




•
 
wisdom comes with age.










4.
 
in proportion to




•
 
the form of the light curve changes with period in a systematic way.










5.
 
possessing (something) as a feature or accompaniment




•
 
a flower-sprigged blouse with a white collar.










6.
 
marked by or wearing




•
 
a tall dark man with a scar on one cheek




•
 
a small man with thick glasses.










7.
 
indicating the instrument used to perform an action




•
 
cut it with a knife




•
 
treatment with acid before analysis.










8.
 
indicating the material used for some purpose




•
 
fill the bowl with water.










9.
 
in opposition to




•
 
we started fighting with each other.










10.
 
indicating the manner or attitude of the person doing something




•
 
with great reluctance.










11.
 
indicating responsibility




•
 
leave it with me.










12.
 
in relation to




•
 
my father will be angry with me.










13.
 
employed by




•
 
she's with IBM now.










14.
 
as a member or employee of




•
 
he plays with the Cincinnati Cyclones.










15.
 
using the services of




•
 
I bank with the TSB.










16.
 
affected by (a particular fact or condition)




•
 
with no hope




•
 
in bed with lumbago.










17.
 
indicating the cause of an action or condition




•
 
trembling with fear




•
 
the paper was yellow with age.










18.
 
indicating separation or removal from something




•
 
to part with one's dearest possessions




•
 
their jobs could be dispensed with.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
away (or off or out, etc.) with






used in exhortations to take or send someone or something away, in, out, etc.




•
 
off with his head




•
 
away with poverty!















2.
 
be with someone





a.
 
agree with or support someone




•
 
we're all with you on this one.










b.
 


‹informal›

 follow someone's meaning




•
 
I'm not with you.















3.
 
with it





a.
 
knowledgeable about and following modern ideas and fashions




•
 
a young, with-it film buyer.










b.
 
[usu. with 
negative

 ]
 — alert and comprehending




•
 
I'm not really with it this morning.















4.
 
with that






at that point; immediately after saying or doing something dramatic




•
 
with that, she flounced out of the room.





















– origin

 Old English, probably a shortening of a Germanic preposition related to obsolete English 
wither

 ‘adverse, opposite.’





withal

 
/wəˈT͟Hôl wəˈTHôl /

 

‹archaic›






I.
 
adverb



1.
 
in addition; as a further factor or consideration




•
 
the whole is light and portable, and ornamental withal.










2.
 
all the same; nevertheless (used when adding something that contrasts with a previous comment)




•
 
she gave him a grateful smile, but rueful withal.














II.
 
preposition




with (used at the end of a clause)




•
 
we sat with little to nourish ourselves withal but vile water.

















– origin

 Middle English: originally as 
with all

 .






withdraw

 
/wiT͟Hˈdrô wiTHˈdrô/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — remove or take away (something) from a particular place or position




•
 
slowly Ruth withdrew her hand from his.










2.
 
take (money) out of an account




•
 
normally you can withdraw up to $50 in cash.










3.
 
take back or away (something bestowed, proposed, or used)




•
 
the party threatened to withdraw its support for the government.










4.
 
(in parliamentary procedure) remove or recall a motion, amendment, etc., from consideration.




5.
 
say that (a statement one has made) is untrue or unjustified




•
 
he failed to withdraw his remarks and apologize.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a man) practice coitus interruptus.




7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — leave or come back from a place, especially a war zone




•
 
Allied forces 
withdrew from

 Norway in 1941.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (someone) to leave or come back from a place, especially a war zone




•
 
both countries agreed to withdraw their troops.










9.
 
no longer participate in an activity or be a member of a team or organization




•
 
his rival withdrew from the race on the second lap.










10.
 
depart to another room or place, especially in search of quiet or privacy.




11.
 
retreat from contact or communication with other people




•
 
he went silent and 
withdrew into himself

 .










12.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — cease to take an addictive drug




•
 
for the cocaine user, it is possible to withdraw without medication.

















– origin

 Middle English: from the prefix 
with-

 ‘away’ + the verb draw
 .





withdrawal

 
/wiT͟Hˈdrôl wiTHˈdrôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of withdrawing something




•
 
the withdrawal of legal aid.










2.
 
an act of taking money out of an account.




3.
 
a sum of money withdrawn from an account




•
 
a $30,000 cash withdrawal.










4.
 
the action of ceasing to participate in an activity




•
 
her withdrawal from the commercial art world.










5.
 
the process of ceasing to take an addictive drug.




6.
 
coitus interruptus.








II.
 
phrases





withdrawal symptoms







/wiT͟Hˈdrô(ə)l ˌsim(p)təmz wiTHˈdrô(ə)l ˌsim(p)təmz /

 — the unpleasant physical reaction that accompanies the process of ceasing to take an addictive drug.

















withdrawn

 
/wiT͟Hˈdrôn wiTHˈdrôn/





I.
 
past participle of withdraw
 .




II.
 
adjective




not wanting to communicate with other people




•
 
a disorder characterized by withdrawn and fearful behavior.



















wither

 
/ˈwiT͟Hər/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a plant) become dry and shriveled




•
 
the grass had withered to an unappealing brown




•
 (as 
adj.

 
withered

 )
 
withered leaves.










2.
 
(of a person, limb, or the skin) become shrunken or wrinkled from age or disease


(as 
adj.

 
withered

 )


•
 
a girl with a withered arm.










3.
 
cease to flourish; fall into decay or decline




•
 
programs would 
wither away

 if they did not command local support.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause harm or damage to




•
 
a business that can wither the hardiest ego.










5.
 
mortify (someone) with a scornful look or manner




•
 
she withered me with a look.














II.
 
phrases





wither on the vine






fail to be implemented or dealt with because of neglect or inaction.















– origin

 late Middle English: apparently a variant of weather
 , ultimately differentiated for certain senses.





withering

 
/ˈwiT͟HəriNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
intended to make someone feel mortified or humiliated




•
 
a withering look.










2.
 
(of heat) intense; scorching.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of becoming dry and shriveled.




2.
 
the action of declining or decaying




•
 
the withering of trust in this administration.














III.
 
derivatives





witheringly

 
/ˈwiT͟HəriNGlē /






adverb





















witherite

 
/ˈwiT͟Həˌrīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare white mineral consisting of barium carbonate, occurring especially in veins with galena.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from the name of William 
Withering

 (1741–99), the English physician and scientist who first described it, + -ite
 1
 .





withers

 
/ˈwiT͟Hərz/





I.
 
plural noun




the highest part of a horse's back, lying at the base of the neck above the shoulders. The height of a horse is measured to the withers.











– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently a reduced form of 
widersome

 , from obsolete 
wither-

 ‘against, contrary’ (as the part that resists the strain of the collar) + a second element of obscure origin.





withhold

 
/wiTHˈhōld wiT͟Hˈhōld/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
refuse to give (something that is due to or is desired by another)




•
 
the name of the dead man is being withheld




•
 (as 
noun

 
withholding

 )
 
the withholding of consent to treatment.










2.
 
suppress or hold back (an emotion or reaction).




3.
 
(of an employer) deduct (tax) from an employee's paycheck and send it directly to the government.








II.
 
derivatives





withholder






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from the prefix 
with-

 ‘away’ + the verb hold
 1
 .





withholding tax

 
/wiT͟HˈhōldiNG ˌtaks/






noun




the amount of an employee's pay withheld by the employer and sent directly to the government as partial payment of income tax.













within

 
/wəˈT͟Hin wəˈTHin/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
inside (something)




•
 
the spread of fire within the building.










2.
 
inside the range of (an area or boundary)




•
 
a field located within the city.










3.
 
inside the range of (a specified action or perception)




•
 
within reach.










4.
 
not further off than (used with distances)




•
 
Bob lives 
within

 a few miles 
of

 Honesdale.










5.
 
occurring inside (a particular period of time)




•
 
sold out within two hours




•
 
33% were rearrested 
within

 two years 
of

 their release.










6.
 
inside the bounds set by (a concept, argument, etc.)




•
 
full cooperation within the terms of the treaty.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
inside; indoors




•
 
inquire within.










2.
 
internally or inwardly




•
 
beauty coming from within.














III.
 
phrases





within doors






indoors.















– origin

 late Old English 
withinnan

 ‘on the inside.’





without

 
/wəˈT͟Hao͝ot wəˈTHout/





I.
 
preposition



1.
 
in the absence of




•
 
he went to Sweden without her.










2.
 
not having the use or benefit of




•
 
the first person to make the ascent without oxygen.










3.
 
[often with 
verbal noun

 ]
 — in circumstances in which the action mentioned does not happen




•
 
they sat looking at each other without speaking.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 outside




•
 
the barbarians without the gates.














II.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹literary›

 outside




•
 
the enemy without.














III.
 
conjunction



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 without it being the case that




•
 
he won't be able to go without we know it.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 unless




•
 
I'd never have known you without you spoke to me.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
do without






see do
 1
 .









2.
 
go without






see go
 1
 .















– origin

 Old English 
withūtan

 ‘on the outside.’






withstand

 
/wiTHˈstand wiT͟Hˈstand/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
remain undamaged or unaffected by; resist




•
 
the structure had been designed to withstand winds of more than 100 mph.










2.
 
offer strong resistance or opposition to (someone or something).








II.
 
derivatives





withstander






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
withstandan

 , from the prefix 
with-

 ‘against’ + the verb stand
 .





withy

 
/ˈwiT͟Hē ˈwiTHē /

 
withe





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a tough flexible branch of an osier or other willow, used for tying, binding, or basketry.




2.
 
another term for osier
 .











– origin

 Old English 
wīthig

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
Weide

 .





witless

 
/ˈwitlis/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
foolish; stupid




•
 
a witless retort.










2.
 
[as 
complement

 ]
 — to such an extent that one cannot think clearly or rationally




•
 
I was scared witless.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
witlessly

 
/ˈwitləslē /






adverb













2.
 
witlessness

 
/ˈwitləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
witlēas

 ‘crazy, dazed’ (see wit
 1
 , -less
 ).





witling

 
/ˈwitliNG/






noun






‹archaic›

 
‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who considers themselves to be witty.













witloof

 
/ˈwitlōf/





I.
 
noun




chicory of a broadleaved variety grown for blanching.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Dutch, literally ‘white leaf.’





witness

 
/ˈwitnəs/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who sees an event, typically a crime or accident, take place




•
 
police are appealing for 
witnesses to

 the accident




•
 
I was witness to one of the most amazing comebacks in sprinting history.










2.
 
a person giving sworn testimony to a court of law or the police.




3.
 
a person who is present at the signing of a document and signs it themselves to confirm this.




4.
 
evidence; proof




•
 
the memorial service was 
witness to

 the wide circle of his interest.










5.
 
used to refer to confirmation or evidence given by signature, under oath, or otherwise




•
 


in witness thereof

 , the parties sign this document.










6.
 
open profession of one's religious faith through words or actions




•
 
faithful Christian witness.










7.
 
a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — see (an event, typically a crime or accident) take place




•
 
a bartender who witnessed the murder.










2.
 
have knowledge of (an event or change) from personal observation or experience




•
 
what we are witnessing is the birth of a dangerously liberal orthodoxy.










3.
 
(of a time, place, or other context) be the setting in which (an event or development) takes place




•
 
the 1980s witnessed an unprecedented increase in the scope of the electronic media.










4.
 
be present as someone signs (a document) or gives (their signature) to a document and sign it oneself to confirm this




•
 
the clerk witnessed her signature.










5.
 
[in 
imperative

 ]
 — look at (used to introduce a fact illustrating a preceding statement)




•
 
the nuclear family is a vulnerable institution—witness the rates of marital breakdown.










6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
witness to

 )
 — give or serve as evidence of; testify to




•
 
his writings witness to an inner toughness.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a person) openly profess one's religious faith




•
 
our duty is to witness to God.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as God is my witness (or God be my witness)






an invocation of God as confirmation of the truth of a statement




•
 
God be my witness, sir, I didn't!















2.
 
call someone or something to witness








‹archaic›

 appeal or refer to someone or something for confirmation or evidence of something




•
 
his hands extended upward as if to call the heavens to witness this injustice.





















– origin

 Old English 
witnes

 (see wit
 1
 , -ness
 ).





witness stand

 


‹Brit.›

 witness box






noun






[Law]

 the place in a court where a witness stands to give evidence.













Witt, Katarina

 
/vit/






(1965–), German figure skater. A four-time world champion 1984, 1985, 1987, 1988, she won Olympic gold medals for East Germany in 1984 and 1988.









Wittenberg

 
/ˈwitnˌbərɡ, ˈvitnˌberk/






a town in eastern Germany, on the Elbe River northeast of Leipzig; pop. 46,100 (est. 2006). It was the scene in 1517 of Martin Luther's campaign against the Roman Catholic Church that was a major factor in the rise of the Reformation.









Wittgenstein, Ludwig

 
/ˈvitɡənˌstīn, -ˌSHtīn/






(1889–1951), British philosopher, born in Austria; full name 
Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein

 . His two major works, 
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus

 (1921) and 
Philosophical Investigations

 (1953), examine language and its relationship to the world.









witticism

 
/ˈwidəˌsizəm/





I.
 
noun




a witty remark.











– origin

 1677: coined by Dryden from witty
 , on the pattern of 
criticism

 .





witting

 
/ˈwidiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
done in full awareness or consciousness; deliberate




•
 
the witting and unwitting complicity of the institutions.










2.
 
(of a person) conscious or aware of the full facts of a situation




•
 
he tried to implicate her as a witting accomplice.














II.
 
derivatives





wittingly

 
/ˈwidiNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from wit
 2
 + -ing
 2
 .





wittol

 
/ˈwidl/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a man who is aware and tolerant of his wife's infidelity; an acquiescent cuckold.











– origin

 late Middle English: apparently from wit
 2
 + the last syllable (with the loss of 
-d

 ) of cuckold
 .






witty

 
/ˈwidē/





I.
 
adjective




showing or characterized by quick and inventive verbal humor




•
 
a witty remark




•
 
Marlowe was charming and witty.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wittily

 
/ˈwidilē /






adverb













2.
 
wittiness

 
/ˈwidēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wit(t)ig

 ‘having wisdom’ (see wit
 1
 , -y
 1
 ).






Witwatersrand

 
/ˈwitˌwôtərzˌrand, -ˌwätərz-, -ˌränd/





I.
 (
the Witwatersrand

 )


1.
 
a region in South Africa, around the city of Johannesburg. A series of parallel rocky ridges, it forms a watershed between the Vaal and Olifant rivers. The region contains rich gold deposits that were first discovered in 1886.

Also called the Rand
 (see Rand
 ).











– origin

 Afrikaans, literally ‘ridge of white waters.’





wivern

 
/ˈwīvərn/






noun




archaic spelling of wyvern
 .













wives

 
/wīvz/






plural form of wife
 .










wizard

 
/ˈwizərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a man who has magical powers, especially in legends and fairy tales.




2.
 
a person who is very skilled in a particular field or activity




•
 
a financial wizard.










3.
 


[Computing]

 a help feature of a software package that automates complex tasks by asking the user a series of easy-to-answer questions.








II.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 wonderful; excellent.








III.
 
derivatives





wizardly






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English (in the sense ‘philosopher, sage’): from wise
 1
 + -ard
 .





wizardry

 
/ˈwizərdrē/






noun



1.
 
the art or practice of magic




•
 
Merlin used his powers of wizardry for good.










2.
 
great skill in a particular area of activity




•
 
his wizardry with leftovers.










3.
 
very impressive or ingenious technology or devices




•
 
the car is full of hi-tech wizardry.



















wizen

 
/ˈwizən/






adjective




archaic variant of wizened
 .














wizened

 
/ˈwizənd/





I.
 
adjective




shriveled or wrinkled with age




•
 
a wizened, weather-beaten old man.

















– origin

 early 16th cent.: past participle of archaic 
wizen

 ‘shrivel,’ of Germanic origin.





wk






abbreviation




week




•
 
75 mg per day for 3 wks.



















Władysław II

 
/vläˈdisˌläf, -ˌwäf/






see Ladislaus II
 .









WLAN






abbreviation






[Computing]

 wireless local area network.













WLTM






abbreviation




would like to meet (used in lonely hearts advertisements).













Wm






abbreviation




William.













WMD

 
/dəblyo͞oːemˈdēː/






abbreviation




weapon (or weapons) of mass destruction.













WML






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Wireless Markup Language, a metalanguage that enables text from web pages to be displayed on mobile phones.













WMO






abbreviation




World Meteorological Organization.













WNW






abbreviation




west-northwest.













WO






abbreviation




Warrant Officer.













w/o






abbreviation




without.













woad

 
/wōd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a yellow-flowered European plant of the cabbage family. It was formerly grown as a source of blue dye, which was extracted from the leaves after they had been dried, powdered, and fermented.

[
Isatis tinctoria

 , family 
Brassicaceae

 .]




2.
 
the dye obtained from the woad plant, now superseded by synthetic products.











– origin

 Old English 
wād

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wede

 and German 
Waid

 .






wobble

 
/ˈwäbəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move unsteadily from side to side




•
 
the table wobbles where the leg is too short.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move unsteadily from side to side.




3.
 
[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]
 — move unsteadily in a particular direction




•
 
they wobble around on their bikes.










4.
 
(of the voice) tremble; quaver




•
 
her voice wobbled dangerously, but she brought it under control.










5.
 
hesitate or waver between different courses of action; vacillate




•
 
he is beginning to wobble on the issue.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an unsteady movement from side to side.




2.
 
a tremble or quaver in the voice.




3.
 
a moment of hesitation or vacillation.











– origin

 mid 17th cent. (earlier as 
wabble

 ): of Germanic origin; compare with Old Norse 
vafla

 ‘waver’; related to the verb wave
 .





wobbler

 
/ˈwäb(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that wobbles.




2.
 
(in angling) a lure that wobbles and does not spin.














Wobblies

 
/ˈwäblēz/





I.
 
plural noun




popular name for members of Industrial Workers of the World
 .











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





wobbly

 
/ˈwäb(ə)lē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
tending to move unsteadily from side to side




•
 
the car had a wobbly wheel.










2.
 
(of a person or their legs) weak and unsteady from illness, tiredness, or anxiety.




3.
 
(of a person, action or state) uncertain, wavering, or insecure




•
 
the evening gets off to a wobbly start.










4.
 
(of a speaker, singer, or voice) having a tendency to move out of tone or slightly vary in pitch.




5.
 
(of a line or handwriting) not straight or regular; shaky.








II.
 
derivatives





wobbliness






noun





















Woburn

 
/ˈwo͞obərn, ˈwō-/






an industrial city in northeastern Massachusetts, northwest of Boston; pop. 36,871 (est. 2008).









Wodehouse, Sir P. G.

 
/ˈwo͝odˌhous/






(1881–1975), English writer; full name 
Pelham Grenville Wodehouse

 . His best-known works are humorous stories of the upper-class world of Bertie Wooster and his valet Jeeves, the first of which appeared in 1917.









Woden

 
/ˈwōdn/






another name for Odin
 .










woe

 
/wō/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹often humorous›

 great sorrow or distress




•
 
they had a complicated tale of woe.










2.
 
(
woes

 )
 — 

‹often humorous›

 things that cause sorrow or distress; troubles




•
 
to add to his woes, customers have been spending less.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
woe betide someone (or woe to someone)






used humorously to warn someone that they will be in trouble if they do a specified thing




•
 
woe betide anyone wearing the wrong color!















2.
 
woe is me!






an ironical or humorous exclamation of sorrow or distress.















– origin

 natural exclamation of lament: recorded as 
wā

 in Old English and found in several Germanic languages.





woebegone

 
/ˈwōbēˌɡôn ˈwōbəˌɡôn/





I.
 
adjective




sad or miserable in appearance




•
 
don't look so woebegone, Joanna.

















– origin

 Middle English (in the sense ‘afflicted with grief’): from woe
 + 
begone

 ‘surrounded’ (past participle of obsolete 
bego

 ‘go around, beset’).





woeful

 
/ˈwōfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
characterized by, expressive of, or causing sorrow or misery




•
 
her face was woeful.










2.
 
very bad; deplorable




•
 
the remark was enough to establish his woeful ignorance about the theater.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
woefully

 
/ˈwōfəlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the police response was woefully inadequate



















2.
 
woefulness

 
/ˈwōfəlnəs /






noun





















wog

 
/wäɡ/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹offensive›

 a person who is not white.











– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





Wöhler, Friedrich

 
/ˈvœlər/






(1800–82), German chemist. His synthesis of urea from ammonium cyanate in 1828 demonstrated that organic compounds could be made from inorganic compounds. He was also the first to isolate the elements aluminum and beryllium.









wok

 
/wäk/





I.
 
noun




a bowl-shaped frying pan used typically in Chinese cooking.











– origin

 Chinese (Cantonese dialect).





woke

 
/wōk/






past of wake
 1
 .









woken

 
/ˈwōkən/






past participle of wake
 1
 .










wold

 
/wōld/





I.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
wolds

 )


1.
 
(in Britain, often in place names) a piece of high, open, uncultivated land or moor




•
 
the Lincolnshire Wolds.

















– origin

 Old English 
wald

 ‘wooded upland,’ of Germanic origin; perhaps related to wild
 . Compare with Weald
 .






wolf

 
/wo͝olf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wild carnivorous mammal of the dog family, living and hunting in packs. It is native to both Eurasia and North America, but has been widely exterminated.

[
Canis lupus

 , family 
Canidae

 ; it is the chief ancestor of the domestic dog.]




2.
 
used in names of mammals similar or related to the wolf, e.g., 
maned wolf

 , 
Tasmanian wolf

 .




3.
 
used in similes and metaphors to refer to a rapacious, ferocious, or voracious person or thing.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a man who habitually seduces women.




5.
 
a harsh or out-of-tune effect produced when playing particular notes or intervals on a musical instrument, caused either by the instrument's construction or by divergence from equal temperament.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
devour (food) greedily




•
 
he 
wolfed down

 his breakfast.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
cry wolf






call for help when it is not needed, with the effect that one is not believed when one really does need help.

[with allusion to Aesop's fable of the shepherd boy who deluded people with false cries of “Wolf!”]









2.
 
hold (or have) a wolf by the ears






be in a precarious position.









3.
 
keep the wolf from the door






have enough money to avert hunger or starvation (used hyperbolically)




•
 
I work part-time to pay the mortgage and keep the wolf from the door.















4.
 
throw someone to the wolves






leave someone to be roughly treated or criticized without trying to help or defend them.









5.
 
a wolf in sheep's clothing






a person or thing that appears friendly or harmless but is really hostile.

[with biblical allusion to Matt. 7:15.]












IV.
 
derivatives





wolflike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wulf

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wolf

 and German 
Wolf

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
lupus

 and Greek 
lukos

 . The verb dates from the mid 19th cent.






wolfberry

 
/ˈwo͝olfˌberē/






noun



1.
 
any of various shrubs of the genus 
Lycium

 , in particular the goji berry.




2.
 
the fruit of the wolfberry.













Wolfe, James

 
/wo͝olf/






(1727–59), British general. One of the leaders of the expedition sent to seize French Canada, he commanded the attack on Quebec, the French capital, in 1759. He was fatally wounded while leading his troops to victory on the Plains of Abraham.









Wolfe, Thomas






(1900–38), US novelist; full name 
Thomas Clayton Wolfe

 . His intense, romantic works, including his first autobiographical novel 
Look Homeward Angel

 (1929), dwell idealistically on the US. Other notable works: 
Of Time and the River

 (1935), 
The Web and the Rock

 (1938), and 
You Can't Go Home Again

 (1940).









Wolfe, Tom






(1931–), US writer; full name 
Thomas Kennerley Wolfe, Jr.

 Having been a news reporter for the 
Washington Post

 1959–62 and the 
Herald Tribune

 1962–66, he examined contemporary culture in the US in 
The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test

 (1968), 
The Bonfire of the Vanities

 (1988), and 
A Man in Full

 (1998).










wolffish

 
/ˈwo͝olfˌfiSH/






noun




a large long-bodied marine fish with a long-based dorsal fin and sharp doglike teeth, inhabiting the deep waters of the northern hemisphere.

Also called catfish
 , sea wolf
 . [Family 
Anarhichadidae

 : several genera and species, including the edible 
Anarhichas lupus

 .]













wolfhound

 
/ˈwo͝olfhound/






noun




a dog of a large breed originally used to hunt wolves.













wolfish

 
/ˈwo͝olfiSH/





I.
 
adjective




resembling or likened to a wolf, especially in being rapacious, voracious, or lascivious




•
 
a wolfish grin.














II.
 
derivatives





wolfishly

 
/ˈwo͝olfiSHlē /






adverb





















wolf pack






noun




a group of people or things that operate as a hunting and attacking pack, in particular a group of attacking submarines or aircraft.













wolfram

 
/ˈwo͝olfrəm/





I.
 
noun




tungsten or its ore, especially as a commercial commodity.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from German, assumed to be a miners' term, perhaps from 
Wolf

 ‘wolf’ + Middle High German 
rām

 ‘soot,’ probably originally a pejorative term referring to the ore's inferiority to tin, with which it occurred.





wolframite

 
/ˈwo͝olfrəˌmīt/






noun




a black or brown mineral that is the chief ore of tungsten. It consists of a tungstate of iron and manganese.













Wolf River






a river that flows for 210 miles (340 km) through central Wisconsin.









wolfsbane

 
/ˈwo͝olfsˌbān/






noun




a northern European aconite.

[Genus 
Aconitum

 , family 
Ranunculaceae

 : several species, in particular the purple-flowered 
A. lycoctonum

 .]













Wolfsburg

 
/ˈwo͝olfsˌbərɡ, ˈvôlfsˌbo͝ork/






an industrial city on the Mittelland Canal in Lower Saxony, in northwestern Germany; pop. 120,500 (est. 2006).









wolfskin

 
/ˈwo͝olfskin/






noun




the skin or pelt of a wolf.













wolf spider

 
/ˈwo͝olf ˌspīdər/






noun




a fast-moving ground spider that runs after and springs on its prey.

[Family 
Lycosidae

 , order 
Araneae

 .]













wolf whistle

 
/ˈwo͝olf ˌ(h)wisəl/





I.
 
noun




a whistle with a rising and falling pitch, directed toward someone to express sexual attraction or admiration.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
whistle to express admiration




•
 
fans wolf-whistled her as she took off her jacket




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
they wolf-whistled at me.




















Wollaston, William Hyde

 
/ˈwo͝oləstən/






(1766–1828), English chemist and physicist. He discovered palladium and rhodium and pioneered techniques in powder metallurgy.









wollastonite

 
/ˈwo͝oləstəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




a white or grayish mineral typically occurring in tabular masses in metamorphosed limestone. It is a silicate of calcium and is used as a source of rock wool.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of W. H. 
Wollaston

 (see Wollaston, William Hyde
 ) + -ite
 1
 .





Wollongong

 
/ˈwo͝olənˌɡôNG, -ˌɡäNG/






a city on the coast of New South Wales, in southeastern Australia; pop. 198,324 (2008).









Wollstonecraft, Mary

 
/ˈwo͝olstənˌkraft/






(1759–97), English writer and feminist. Her 
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman

 (1792) defied assumptions about male supremacy and championed educational equality for women. In 1797 she married William Godwin and died shortly after giving birth to their daughter Mary Shelley.










Wolof

 
/ˈwōläf/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people living in Senegal and Gambia.




2.
 
the Niger–Congo language of the Wolof.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Wolof or their language.











– origin

 the name in Wolof.





Wolsey, Thomas

 
/ˈwo͝olzē/






(
c.

 1474–1530), English prelate and statesman; known as 
Cardinal Wolsey

 . He incurred royal displeasure through his failure to secure the papal dispensation necessary for Henry VIII's divorce from Catherine of Aragon. He was arrested on a charge of treason and died on his way to trial.









Wolstonian

 
/wôlˈstōnēən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


[Geology]

 of, relating to, or denoting the penultimate Pleistocene glaciation in Britain, identified with the Saale of northern Europe (and perhaps the Riss of the Alps).




2.
 
(as 
noun

 
the Wolstonian

 )
 — 

[Geology]

 the Wolstonian glaciation or the system of deposits laid down during it.











– origin

 1960s: from 
Wolston

 , the name of a village in central England, + -ian
 .





Wolverhampton

 
/ˈwo͝olvərˌham(p)tən, ˌwo͝olvərˈham(p)-/






an industrial city in western central England, northwest of Birmingham; pop. 246,100 (est. 2009).










wolverine

 
/ˌwo͝olvəˈrēn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a heavily built short-legged carnivorous mammal with a shaggy dark coat and a bushy tail, native to the tundra and forests of arctic and subarctic regions.

[
Gulo luscus

 of North America and 
G. gulo

 of Europe, family 
Mustelidae

 .]




2.
 
(
Wolverine

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of Michigan.











– origin

 late 16th cent. (earlier as 
wolvering

 ): formed obscurely from 
wolv-

 , plural stem of wolf
 .





Wolverine State






a nickname for the state of Michigan
 .









wolves

 
/wo͝olvz/






plural form of wolf
 .










woman

 
/ˈwo͝omən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an adult human female.




2.
 
a female worker or employee.




3.
 
a wife, girlfriend, or lover




•
 
he wondered whether Billy had his woman with him.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a female person associated with a particular place, activity, or occupation




•
 
a young American woman.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — female adults in general




•
 
woman is intuitive.










6.
 
a female paid to clean someone's house and carry out general domestic duties.




7.
 
a peremptory form of address to a woman




•
 
don't be daft, woman.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be one's own woman






see own
 .









2.
 
the little woman






a condescending way of referring to a man's wife.









3.
 
my good woman








(Brit.)

 
‹dated›

 a patronizing form of address to a woman




•
 
you're mistaken, my good woman.















4.
 
woman of letters






a female scholar or author.









5.
 
woman of the streets








‹dated›

 used euphemistically to refer to a prostitute.









6.
 
woman of the world






see world
 .









7.
 
woman to woman






in a direct and frank way between two women.












III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
womanless






adjective













2.
 
womanlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wīfmon

 , 
-man

 (see wife
 , man
 ), a formation peculiar to English, the ancient word being wife
 .





-woman






combining form



1.
 
in nouns denoting.




2.
 
a female of a specified nationality




•
 
Frenchwoman.










3.
 
a woman of specified origin or place of abode




•
 
Yorkshirewoman.










4.
 
a woman belonging to a distinct specified group




•
 
laywoman.










5.
 
a woman having a specified occupation or professional status




•
 
chairwoman




•
 
saleswoman.










6.
 
a woman skilled in or associated with a specified activity, especially a craft or sport




•
 
needlewoman




•
 
oarswoman.



















woman-hater






noun




a person who hates women; a misogynist




•
 
an unpleasant, self-important woman-hater.



















woman-hating






adjective




having or showing an intense dislike of women; misogynistic




•
 
woman-hating, gun-worshipping rappers.



















womanhood

 
/ˈwo͝omənˌho͝od/






noun



1.
 
the state or condition of being a woman




•
 
she was on the very brink of womanhood.










2.
 
the qualities considered to be natural to or characteristic of a woman




•
 
Mary was cultivated as an ideal of womanhood.










3.
 
women considered collectively




•
 
images of African-American womanhood.



















womanish

 
/ˈwo͝oməniSH/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹derogatory›

 suitable to or characteristic of a woman




•
 
he confused introspection with womanish indecision.










2.
 


‹derogatory›

 (of a man) effeminate; unmanly




•
 
Burden thought him a weak womanish fool.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
womanishly

 
/ˈwo͝oməniSHlē /






adverb













2.
 
womanishness

 
/ˈwo͝oməniSHnəs /






noun





















womanism

 
/ˈwo͝oməˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a form of feminism that emphasizes women's natural contribution to society (used by some in distinction to the term 
feminism

 and its association with white women).








II.
 
derivatives





womanist

 
/ˈwo͝oməˌnist /






noun





















womanize

 
/ˈwo͝oməˌnīz/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a man) engage in numerous casual sexual affairs with women


(as 
noun

 
womanizing

 )


•
 
there were rumors that his womanizing had now become intolerable.














II.
 
derivatives





womanizer

 
/ˈwo͝oməˌnīzər /






noun





















womankind

 
/ˈwo͝omənˌkīnd/






noun




women considered collectively




•
 
a giant step forward for womankind.



















womanly

 
/ˈwo͝omənlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
relating to or having the characteristics of a woman or women




•
 
her smooth, womanly skin.










2.
 
(of a girl's or woman's body) fully developed and curvaceous




•
 
I've got a womanly figure.














II.
 
derivatives





womanliness

 
/ˈwo͝omənlēnəs /






noun





















womb

 
/wo͞om/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the uterus.




2.
 
a place of origination and development




•
 
the womb of evil.














II.
 
derivatives





womblike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wamb

 , 
womb

 , of Germanic origin.





wombat

 
/ˈwämˌbat/





I.
 
noun




a burrowing plant-eating Australian marsupial that resembles a small bear with short legs.

[Family 
Vombatidae

 : two genera and three species, in particular the 
common wombat

 (
Vombatus ursinus

 ).]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Dharuk.





women

 
/ˈwimin/






plural form of woman
 .









womenfolk

 
/ˈwiminˌfōk/






plural noun




the women of a particular family or community considered collectively.













women's lib





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 short for women's liberation
 .








II.
 
derivatives





women's libber

 
/ˈˌwiminz ˈlibər /






noun






















women's liberation






noun




the advocacy of the liberation of women from inequalities and subservient status in relation to men, and from attitudes causing these (now generally replaced by the term 
feminism

 ).













women's movement






noun




a broad movement campaigning for women's liberation and rights.













women's rights






plural noun




rights that promote a position of legal and social equality of women with men.













women's room






noun




another term for ladies' room
 .













women's studies






plural noun

 — [usu. treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
academic courses in sociology, history, literature, and psychology that focus on the roles, experiences, and achievements of women in society.













women's suffrage






noun




the right of women to vote.













womenswear

 
/ˈwiminzˌwer /

 
women's wear






noun




clothing for women.













women's work






noun




work traditionally and historically undertaken by women, especially tasks of a domestic nature such as cooking, needlework, and child rearing.













womyn

 
/ˈwimin/






plural noun




nonstandard spelling of “women” adopted by some feminists in order to avoid the word ending 
-men

 .













won1


 
/wən/






past and past participle of win
 .









won2


 
/wän/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of North and South Korea, equal to 100 jun in North Korea and 100 jeon in South Korea.











– origin

 from Korean 
wån

 .






wonder

 
/ˈwəndər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a feeling of surprise mingled with admiration, caused by something beautiful, unexpected, unfamiliar, or inexplicable




•
 
he had stood in front of it, observing the intricacy of the ironwork with the wonder of a child.










2.
 
the quality of a person or thing that causes wonder




•
 
Athens was a place of wonder and beauty.










3.
 
a strange or remarkable person, thing, or event




•
 
the electric trolley car was looked upon as the wonder of the age.










4.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — having remarkable properties or abilities




•
 
a wonder drug.










5.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a surprising event or situation




•
 
it is a wonder that losses are not much greater.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
desire or be curious to know something




•
 
how many times have I written that, I wonder?




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I can't help wondering how Stasia and Katie are feeling.










2.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — used to express a polite question or request




•
 
I wonder whether you have thought more about it?










3.
 
feel doubt




•
 
I 
wonder about

 such a marriage.










4.
 
feel admiration and amazement; marvel




•
 
people stood by and 
wondered at

 such bravery




•
 (as 
adj.

 
wondering

 )
 
a wondering look on her face.










5.
 
be surprised




•
 
if I feel compassion for her, it is not to be wondered at.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
I shouldn't wonder








‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 I think it likely.









2.
 
no (or little or small) wonder






it is not surprising




•
 


it is little wonder that

 the fax machine is so popular.















3.
 
ninety-day (or thirty-day or one-day) wonder





a.
 
something that attracts enthusiastic interest for a short while but is then ignored or forgotten.




b.
 
(usu. 
ninety-day (or thirty-day) wonder

 )
 — a person who has had intensive military training for the specified time.









4.
 
wonders will never cease






an exclamation of great surprise at something pleasing.









5.
 
work (or do) wonders






have a very beneficial effect on someone or something




•
 
a good night's sleep can work wonders for mind and body.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wonderer






noun













2.
 
wonderingly

 
/ˈwənd(ə)riNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
wundor

 (noun), 
wundrian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wonder

 and German 
Wunder

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





Wonder, Stevie

 
/ˈwəndər/






(1950–), US singer, songwriter, and musician; born 
Stevland Hardaway Judkins

 . His repertoire of soul, rock, funk, and romantic ballads includes the albums 
Innervisions

 (1973) and 
Songs in the Key of Life

 (1976) and the songs "You Are the Sunshine of My Life" and “I Just Called to Say I Love You.”









Wonderbra

 
/ˈwəndərbrä/






noun






‹trademark›

 an underwire, padded bra designed to enhance the wearer's cleavage.














wonderful

 
/ˈwəndərfəl/





I.
 
adjective




inspiring delight, pleasure, or admiration; extremely good; marvelous




•
 
they all think she's wonderful




•
 
the climate was wonderful all the year round.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wonderfully

 
/ˈwəndərf(ə)lē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
the bed was wonderfully comfortable



















2.
 
wonderfulness

 
/ˈwəndərfəlnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
wunderfull

 (see wonder
 , -ful
 ).





wonderland

 
/ˈwəndərˌland/






noun




a land or place full of wonderful things




•
 
London was a wonderland of historical sites, museums, theaters, shops, and entertainment.



















wonderment

 
/ˈwəndərmənt/






noun




a state of awed admiration or respect




•
 
Corbett shook his head in silent wonderment.



















wonderstruck

 
/ˈwəndərˌstrək/






adjective




(of a person) experiencing a sudden feeling of awed delight or wonder.













wonderworker

 
/ˈwəndərˌwərkər/





I.
 
noun




a person who performs miracles or wonders.








II.
 
derivatives





wonderworking






adjective





















wondrous

 
/ˈwəndrəs/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 inspiring a feeling of wonder or delight; marvelous




•
 
this wondrous city.














II.
 
adverb

 — [as 
submodifier

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 marvelously; wonderfully




•
 
she is grown wondrous pretty.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wondrously

 
/ˈwəndrəslē /






adverb













2.
 
wondrousness

 
/ˈwəndrəsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: alteration of obsolete 
wonders

 (adjective and adverb), genitive of wonder
 , on the pattern of 
marvelous

 .





wonk

 
/wäNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a studious or hardworking person




•
 
any kid with an interest in science was a wonk.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a person who takes an excessive interest in minor details of political policy




•
 
he is a 
policy wonk

 in tune with a younger generation of voters.














II.
 
derivatives





wonkish






adjective



















– origin

 1920s: of unknown origin.





wonky

 
/ˈwäNGkē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 crooked; off-center; askew




•
 
you have a wonky nose and a crooked mouth.










2.
 


‹informal›

 (of a thing) unsteady; shaky




•
 
they sat drinking, perched on the wonky stools.










3.
 


‹informal›

 not functioning correctly; faulty




•
 
your sense of judgment is a bit wonky at the moment.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wonkily

 
/ˈwäNGkəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wonkiness






noun



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: fanciful formation.






wont

 
/wônt wōnt/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹literary›

 (of a person) in the habit of doing something; accustomed




•
 
he was wont to arise at 5:30 every morning.














II.
 
noun

 — (
one's wont

 )


1.
 


‹formal›

 
‹humorous›

 one's customary behavior in a particular situation




•
 
Constance, as was her wont, had paid her little attention.














III.
 
verb






‹archaic›

 make or be or become accustomed


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
wont thy heart to thoughts hereof




•
 [no 
obj.

 , with 
infinitive

 ]
 
sons wont to nurse their parents in old age.

















– origin

 Old English 
gewunod

 , past participle of 
wunian

 , ‘dwell, be accustomed’ of Germanic origin.





won't

 
/wōnt/






contraction




will not.













wonted

 
/ˈwôntəd ˈwōn(t)əd/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 habitual; usual




•
 
the place had sunk back into its wonted quiet.

















– origin

 late Middle English: from wont
 .





wonton

 
/ˈwänˌtän /

 
won ton





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese cooking) a small dumpling or roll with a savory filling, often of minced pork, usually eaten boiled in soup.











– origin

 from Chinese (Cantonese dialect) 
wān t῾ān

 .





woo

 
/wo͞o/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
try to gain the love of (someone, typically a woman), especially with a view to marriage




•
 
he wooed her with quotes from Shakespeare.










2.
 
seek the favor, support, or custom of




•
 
pop stars are being wooed by film companies eager to sign them up.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wooable






adjective













2.
 
wooer

 
/ˈwo͞oər /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
wōgian

 (intransitive), 
āwōgian

 (transitive), of unknown origin.






wood

 
/wo͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hard fibrous material that forms the main substance of the trunk or branches of a tree or shrub.




2.
 
wood when cut and used as timber or fuel




•
 
a large table made of dark, polished wood




•
 
best quality woods were used for joinery




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a wood cross.










3.
 
a golf club with a wooden or other head that is relatively broad from face to back (often with a numeral indicating the degree to which the face is angled to loft the ball).




4.
 
a golf shot made with a wood.




5.
 
(also 
woods

 )
 — an area of land, smaller than a forest, that is covered with growing trees




•
 
a thick hedge divided the wood from the field




•
 
a long walk in the woods.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
get wood








‹vulgar slang›

 have an erection.









2.
 
knock on wood






said in order to prevent a confident statement from bringing bad luck




•
 
I haven't been banned yet, knock on wood.







[with reference to the custom of touching something wooden to ward off bad luck.]









3.
 
out of the wood (or woods)






out of danger or difficulty.












III.
 
derivatives





woodless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wudu

 , from a Germanic word related to Welsh 
gwŷdd

 ‘trees.’





Wood, Grant

 
/wo͝od/






(1892–1942), US artist; full name 
Grant De Volsen Wood

 . He is most noted for his scenes of his native Iowa in paintings such as 
Woman with Plant(s

 ) (1929), 
American Gothic

 (1930), and 
Spring in Town

 (1941).









Wood, Natalie






(1938–81), US actress. She played the vulnerable adolescent heroine in 
Rebel Without A Cause

 (1955) and similar roles in 
Cry in the Night

 (1956), 
West Side Story

 (1961), and 
Inside Daisy Clover

 (1966).










wood alcohol

 
/wo͝od ˈalkəˌhôl ˈalkəˌhäl/






noun




crude methanol made by distillation from wood.













wood anemone

 
/wo͝od əˈnemənē/






noun




see anemone
 .













wood ant

 
/wo͝od ant/






noun




a large reddish-brown ant found chiefly in woodlands, living in nest mounds, which it defends by spraying formic acid at the attacker.

[
Formica rufa

 , family 
Formicidae

 .]













woodbine

 
/ˈwo͝odbīn/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 either of two climbing plants.

[● Virginia creeper. ● (Brit. )the common honeysuckle.]













woodblock

 
/ˈwo͝odˌbläk/






noun



1.
 
a block of wood, especially one from which woodcut prints are made.




2.
 
a print made with a woodblock.




3.
 
a hollow wooden block used as a percussion instrument.













Woodbridge

 
/ˈwo͝odbrij/






an industrial, commercial, and residential township in northeastern New Jersey; pop. 97,963 (est. 2008).









wood burner






noun






(Brit.)

 a wood stove




•
 
they sat around the wood burner while he told them stories.



















Woodbury, Levi

 
/ˈwo͝odˌberē, -bərē/






(1789–1851), US Supreme Court associate justice 1846–51. Before being appointed to the Court by President Polk, he served as the governor of New Hampshire 1823–24 and as a US senator 1825–31, 1841–45.









woodcarving

 
/ˈwo͝odˌkärviNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the action or skill of carving wood to make functional or ornamental objects.




2.
 
an object carved from wood.








II.
 
derivatives





woodcarver

 
/ˈwo͝odˌkärvər /






noun





















woodchat

 
/ˈwo͝odˌCHat /

 
woodchat shrike






noun




a shrike of southern Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East, having black and white plumage with a chestnut head.

[
Lanius senator

 , family 
Laniidae

 .]














woodchuck

 
/ˈwo͝odˌCHək/





I.
 
noun




a North American marmot with a heavy body and short legs.

[
Marmota monax

 , family 
Sciuridae

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: alteration (by association with wood
 ) of an American Indian name.





woodcock

 
/ˈwo͝odˌkäk/






noun




a woodland bird of the sandpiper family, with a long bill, brown camouflaged plumage, and a distinctive display flight.

[Genus 
Scolopax

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : several species, in particular the 
Eurasian woodcock

 (
S. rusticola

 ), which is sometimes regarded as a game bird.]













woodcraft

 
/ˈwo͝odkraft/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 skill in woodwork.




2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 knowledge of the woods, especially with reference to camping and other outdoor pursuits.














woodcut

 
/ˈwo͝odˌkət/






noun



1.
 
a print of a type made from a design cut in a block of wood, formerly widely used for illustrations in books.

Compare with wood engraving
 .




2.
 
the technique of making woodcuts.













woodcutter

 
/ˈwo͝odˌkədər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who cuts down trees or branches, especially for fuel.




2.
 
a person who makes woodcuts.








II.
 
derivatives





woodcutting

 
/ˈwo͝odˌkədiNG /






noun






















wood duck






noun




a tree-nesting North American duck, the male of which has brightly colored plumage.

Also called Carolina duck
 . [
Aix sponsa

 , family 
Anatidae

 .]













wood ear






noun




an edible fungus, black or brown in color, that grows on trees and is sold in dry wrinkled shapes somewhat resembling ears.

[
Auricularia auricula

 , family 
Auriculariaceae

 .]













wooded

 
/ˈwo͝odəd/






adjective




(of an area of land) covered with woods or many trees




•
 
a wooded valley.



















wooden

 
/ˈwo͝odn/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of wood




•
 
a wooden spoon




•
 
she closed the heavy wooden door.










2.
 
like or characteristic of wood




•
 
a kind of dull wooden sound.










3.
 
stiff and awkward in movement or manner




•
 
she is one of the most wooden actresses of all time.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
woodenly

 
/ˈwo͝od(ə)nlē /






adverb





wooden
 (
sense

 2)













2.
 
woodenness

 
/ˈwo͝od(ə)nnəs /






noun





wooden
 (
sense

 2)






















wood engraving

 
/ˈwo͝od inˌɡrāviNG ˈwo͝od enˌɡrāviNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a print made from a finely detailed design cut into the end grain of a block of wood.

Compare with woodcut
 .




2.
 
the technique of making wood engravings.








II.
 
derivatives





wood engraver

 
/ˈwo͝od inˌɡrāvər ˈwo͝od enˌɡrāvər /






noun





















wooden-head

 
/ˈwo͝odnˌhed/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a stupid person.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wooden-headed

 
/ˈwo͝odnˌhedid /






adjective













2.
 
wooden-headedness

 
/ˈwo͝odnˌhedid /ˌwo͝odnˈhedədnəs/ /






noun





















woodfern

 
/ˈwo͝odfərn/






noun




an evergreen fern with leathery dark-green fronds.

[Genus 
Dryopteris

 , family 
Polypodiaceae

 , numerous species, including the common 
evergreen woodfern

 (
D. marginalis

 ).]













wood fiber

 
/ˈwo͝od ˌfībər/






noun




fiber obtained from wood and used especially in the manufacture of paper.













woodgrain

 
/ˈwo͝odɡrān/






noun



1.
 
a texture seen in a cut surface of wood.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a surface or finish imitating a woodgrain pattern




•
 
the doors are available in woodgrain finish.



















woodgrouse

 
/ˈwo͝odɡrous/






noun




a grouse that frequents woodlands, especially a capercaillie, spruce grouse, or willow grouse.













wood-hoopoe

 
/ˈho͞oˌpō, -po͞o/






noun




a long-tailed African bird with a long, slender, down-curved bill and blackish plumage with a blue or green gloss.

[Genus 
Phoeniculus

 , family 
Phoeniculidae

 : several species.]














wood ibis






noun



1.
 
a stork with a slightly down-curved bill and a bare face or head, found in America and Africa.

Also called wood stork
 . [Genus 
Mycteria

 , family 
Ciconiidae

 : the black-faced 
M. americana

 of America, and the red-faced 
M. ibis

 of Africa.]




2.
 
(
crested wood ibis

 )
 — a mainly brown ibis with a greenish crest, found only in Madagascar.

[
Lophotibis cristata

 , family 
Threskiornithidae

 .]













woodie

 
/ˈwo͝odē/






noun



1.
 
(also 
woody

 )
 — 

‹vulgar slang›

 (of a man) a penile erection.




2.
 
a station wagon with wood exterior paneling.













woodland

 
/ˈwo͝odlənd ˈwo͝odˌland/






noun

 — (also 
woodlands

 )


1.
 
land covered with trees




•
 
large areas of ancient woodland




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
woodland birds are often drably colored.



















Woodland

 
/ˈwo͝odlənd/






a city in north central California, northwest of Sacramento; pop. 54,567 (est. 2008).









woodlander

 
/ˈwo͝odləndər, -ˌlandər/






noun




an inhabitant of woodland.













woodlark

 
/ˈwo͝odlärk/






noun




a small European and North African lark with a short tail and melodious song, frequenting open ground with scattered trees.

[
Lullula arborea

 , family 
Alaudidae

 .]













Woodlawn

 
/ˈwo͝odlôn/






a residential section of the northern Bronx in New York City, site of the noted Woodlawn Cemetery.










wood louse

 
/ˈwo͝od lous/






noun




a small terrestrial crustacean with a grayish segmented body and seven pairs of legs, living in damp habitats.

[
Oniscus

 and other genera, order 
Isopoda

 .]













woodman

 
/ˈwo͝odmən/






noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a person working in woodland, especially a forester or woodcutter.














wood mouse






noun




a dark brown Eurasian mouse with a long tail and large eyes.

Also called field mouse
 . [Genus 
Apodemus

 , family 
Muridae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
A. sylvaticus

 .]













wood mushroom






noun




an edible mushroom with a white cap and brown gills, smelling strongly of aniseed and found in woodland in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Agaricus silvicola

 , family 
Agaricaceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













woodnote

 
/ˈwo͝odnōt/






noun






‹literary›

 a natural and untrained musical note resembling the song of a bird.














wood nymph

 
/ˈwo͝od ˌnimf/






noun



1.
 
(in folklore and classical mythology) a nymph inhabiting woodland, especially a Dryad or Hamadryad.




2.
 
a brown American butterfly of grassy habitats and light woodlands, with large eyespots on the forewings and smaller ones on the hind wings.

[Genus 
Cercyonis

 , subfamily 
Satyrinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
C. pegala

 .]




3.
 
(also 
woodnymph

 )
 — a dark-colored, green-throated hummingbird, found from Mexico to Argentina.

[Genus 
Thalurania

 , family 
Trochilidae

 : several species, including the 
common wood nymph

 (
T. furcata

 ) and the 
Mexican wood nymph

 (
T. ridgwayi

 ).]













woodpecker

 
/ˈwo͝odˌpekər/






noun




a bird with a strong bill and a stiff tail, that climbs tree trunks to find insects and drums on dead wood to mark territory.

[Family 
Picidae

 (the 
woodpecker family

 ): many genera and numerous species. The woodpecker family also includes the wrynecks, piculets, flickers, and sapsuckers.]













wood pigeon

 
/ˈwo͝od ˌpijən/






noun




a large Eurasian and African pigeon with mainly gray plumage, using wing claps in display flight.

[Genus 
Columba

 , family 
Columbidae

 : several species, in particular the widespread 
C. palumbus

 (also called ringdove
 ).]













woodpile

 
/ˈwo͝odˌpīl/






noun




a stack of wood stored for fuel.













wood pulp

 
/ˈwo͝od ˌpəlp/






noun




wood fiber reduced chemically or mechanically to pulp and used in the manufacture of paper.














wood rat






noun




another term for pack rat
 .













woodruff

 
/ˈwo͝odrəf/





I.
 
noun




a white-flowered plant of the bedstraw family with whorled leaves, smelling of new-mown hay when dried or crushed.

[Genera 
Galium

 and 
Asperula

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 : several species, esp. 
sweet woodruff

 (
G. odoratum

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
wudurofe

 , from 
wudu

 ‘wood’ + an element of unknown meaning.





Woodruff key

 
/ˈwo͝odrəf ˌkē/





I.
 
noun




a key whose cross section is part circular, to fit into a curved keyway in a shaft, and part rectangular, used chiefly in machinery.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after the 
Woodruff

 Manufacturing Company, Hartford, Connecticut.





woodrush

 
/ˈwo͝odˌrəSH/






noun




a grasslike plant that typically has long flat leaves fringed with long hairs.

[Genus 
Luzula

 , family 
Juncaceae

 : many species.]













Woods, Tiger

 
/wo͝odz/






(1975–), US golfer; full name 
Eldrick Tont Woods

 . Since turning professional in 1996, he has won several championships, including the Masters (1997, 2001, 2002, 2005), the PGA (1999, 2000, 2006, 2007), the US Open (2000, 2002, 2008), and the British Open (2000, 2005, 2006).









Woods, William Burnham






(1824–87), US Supreme Court associate justice 1880–87. A judge on the circuit court, he was appointed to the Supreme Court by President Hayes.









wood sage






noun




another term for American germander (see germander
 ).













wood screw






noun




a tapering metal screw with a sharp point.













woodshed

 
/ˈwo͝odˌSHed/





I.
 
noun




a shed where wood for fuel is stored.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 practice a musical instrument




•
 
he's off woodshedding again.














III.
 
phrases





take someone to the woodshed








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 reprove or punish someone.

















Woods Hole






a village in Falmouth in southeastern Massachusetts, at the southwest corner of Cape Cod, a resort and noted ocean research center.









woodsia

 
/ˈwo͝odzēə/





I.
 
noun




a small tufted fern that grows among rocks in mountains in temperate and cool regions.

[Genus 
Woodsia

 , family 
Woodsiaceae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Joseph 
Woods

 (1776–1864), English architect and botanist.





woodsman

 
/ˈwo͝odzmən/






noun




a person living or working in the woods, especially a forester, hunter, or woodcutter.













woodsmoke

 
/ˈwo͝odsmōk/






noun




the smoke from a wood fire.














wood sorrel

 
/wo͝od ˈsôrəl/






noun




a small woodland plant with cloverlike leaves and five-petaled flowers.

[Genus 
Oxalis

 , family 
Oxalidaceae

 : several species, including the yellow-flowered creeping 
yellow wood sorrel

 (
O. stricta

 ) and the purple-flowered 
violet wood sorrel

 (
O. violacea

 ).]













wood spirit






noun




another term for wood alcohol
 .













Woodstock

 
/ˈwo͝odstäk/






a small town in southwestern New York, 50 miles (80 km) south of Albany. It gave its name in the summer of 1969 to a huge rock music festival held about 60 miles (96 km) to the southwest.










wood stork






noun




another term for wood ibis
 .













wood stove






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a heater or stove that is fueled by wood.













woodsy

 
/ˈwo͝odzē/





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 of, relating to, or characteristic of wood or woodlands




•
 
trails through woodsy countryside




•
 
the woodsy smells of cedar and pine.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from wood
 (differentiated from 
woody

 ).





wood thrush






noun




a thrush of eastern North America, with a brown back, rufous head, and dark-spotted white breast, and a loud liquid song.

[
Hylocichla mustelina

 , subfamily 
Turdinae

 , family 
Muscicapidae

 .]













wood tick






noun




a North American tick that infests wild and domestic animals, often found clinging to plants and responsible for transmitting spotted fever.

[Genus 
Dermacentor

 , family 
Ixodidae

 , in particular 
D. andersoni

 .]













woodturning

 
/ˈwo͝odˌtərniNG/





I.
 
noun




the action of shaping wood with a lathe.








II.
 
derivatives





woodturner

 
/-ˌtərnər /






noun





















wood warbler






noun



1.
 
a migratory European leaf warbler found in woodlands, with plaintive calls and a trilling song.

[
Phylloscopus sibilatrix

 , family 
Sylviidae

 .]




2.
 
any New World warbler of the subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 .













Woodward, Joanne

 
/ˈwo͝odwərd/






(1930–), US actress. She starred in 
The Three Faces of Eve

 (1957); 
The Long Hot Summer

 (1958); 
Rachel, Rachel

 (1968; directed by husband Paul Newman); 
The Glass Menagerie

 (1987), and 
Mr. & Mrs. Bridge

 (1990).









Woodward, Robert






(1943–), US journalist; full name 
Robert Upshur Woodward

 . He was the 
Washington Post

 reporter who, with Carl Bernstein, broke the story of the Watergate burglary and traced the financial payoffs to President Nixon. With Bernstein, he wrote 
All the President's Men

 (1974) and 
The Final Days

 (1976). He is also the author of 
The Choice

 (1996), 
Shadow: Five Presidents and the Legacy of Watergate

 (1999), and 
Plan of Attack

 (2004).









Woodward, Robert Burns






(1917–79), US organic chemist. He was the first to synthesize quinine, cholesterol, chlorophyll, and vitamin B12
 , and with 
Roald Hoffmann

 (1937–), a US chemist, born in Poland, discovered symmetry-based rules governing the course of rearrangement reactions involving cyclic intermediates. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1965).










woodwasp

 
/ˈwo͝odwäsp/






noun




another term for horntail
 .













woodwind

 
/ˈwo͝odˌwind/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
wind instruments other than brass instruments forming a section of an orchestra, including flutes, oboes, clarinets, and bassoons




•
 
striking passages for woodwind and brass




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a woodwind instrument.



















woodwork

 
/ˈwo͝odˌwərk/





I.
 
noun




the wooden parts of a room or building, such as window frames or doors




•
 
the woodwork was painted blue.














II.
 
phrases





come out of the woodwork






(of an unpleasant person or thing) emerge from obscurity; be revealed.

















woodworking

 
/ˈwo͝odˌwərkiNG/





I.
 
noun




the activity or skill of making things from wood.








II.
 
derivatives





woodworker






noun





















woodworm

 
/ˈwo͝odˌwərm/






noun



1.
 
the worm or larva of a beetle that bores into wood.




2.
 
the damaged condition of wood resulting from infestation with this larva.













woody

 
/ˈwo͝odē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of an area of land) covered with trees




•
 
a woody dale.










2.
 
made of, resembling, or suggestive of wood




•
 
cut out the woody central core before boiling.










3.
 


[Botany]

 (of a plant or its stem) of the nature of or consisting of wood; lignified.








II.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹vulgar slang›

 an erection of the penis.








III.
 
derivatives





woodiness






noun





















woodyard

 
/ˈwo͝odyärd/






noun




a yard where wood is chopped or stored.














woof1


 
/wo͝of/





I.
 
noun




the barking sound made by a dog.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a dog) bark




•
 
the dog started to woof.










2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 say something in a boastful or aggressive manner




•
 
mister, you weren’t just woofing—you can cook.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative.





woof2


 
/wo͞of wo͝of/





I.
 
noun




another term for weft
 .











– origin

 Old English 
ōwef

 , a compound from the base of weave
 1
 ; Middle English 
oof

 later became 
woof

 by association with warp
 in the phrase 
warp and woof

 .





woofer

 
/ˈwo͝ofər/





I.
 
noun




a loudspeaker designed to reproduce low frequencies.











– origin

 1930s: from the verb woof
 1
 + -er
 1
 .






wool

 
/wo͝ol/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the fine soft curly or wavy hair forming the coat of a sheep, goat, or similar animal, especially when shorn and prepared for use in making cloth or yarn.




2.
 
yarn or textile fiber made from wool




•
 
carpets made of 80 percent wool and 20 percent nylon




•
 
a sampler in colored wools




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
her blue wool suit.










3.
 
a thing resembling wool in form or texture, in particular




4.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — the soft underfur or down of some other mammals




•
 
beaver wool.










5.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a metal or mineral made into a mass of fine fibers




•
 
lead wool.














II.
 
phrases





pull the wool over someone's eyes






deceive someone by telling untruths.












III.
 
derivatives





woollike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wull

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wol

 and German 
Wolle

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
lana

 ‘wool,’ 
vellus

 ‘fleece.’





wool clip






noun




the total quantity of wool shorn from a particular flock or in a particular area in the course of a year.













woolen

 
/ˈwo͝olən /

 


‹Brit.›

 woollen





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to the production of wool




•
 
the woolen industry




•
 
a woolen mill.










2.
 
made wholly or partly of wool




•
 
thick woolen blankets.














II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
woolens

 )


1.
 
an article of clothing made of wool.











– origin

 late Old English 
wullen

 (see wool
 , -en
 2
 ).





Woolf, Virginia

 
/wo͝olf/






(1882–1941), English novelist, essayist, and critic; born 
Adeline Virginia Stephen

 . A member of the Bloomsbury Group, she gained recognition with 
Jacob's Room

 (1922). Subsequent novels, such as 
Mrs. Dalloway

 (1925) and 
To the Lighthouse

 (1927), established her as an exponent of modernism.









woolgathering

 
/ˈwo͝olˌɡaT͟H(ə)riNG/





I.
 
noun




indulgence in aimless thought or dreamy imagining; absentmindedness




•
 
he wanted to be free to indulge his woolgathering.














II.
 
derivatives





woolgather

 
/ˈwo͝olˌɡaT͟H(ə)rər /






verb





















woolgrower

 
/ˈwo͝olˌɡrō(ə)r/






noun




a breeder of sheep for wool.













Woollcott, Alexander

 
/ˈwo͝olkət/






(1887–1943), US critic; full name 
Alexander Humpreys Woollcott

 . He was the drama critic for 
The New York Times

 (1914–22) and the 
New York World

 (1925–28) and also had a radio show called 
“Town Crier”

 (1929–42). The title character in 
The Man Who Came to Dinner

 (1939), a play by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman, was based on Woollcott.









Woolley, Leonard

 
/ˈwo͝olē/






(1880–1960), English archaeologist; full name 
Sir Charles Leonard Woolley

 . He directed a British-US excavation of the Sumerian city of Ur 1922–34 that uncovered rich royal tombs and thousands of clay tablets.









woolly

 
/ˈwo͝olē /

 
wooly





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
made of wool




•
 
a red woolly hat.










2.
 
(of an animal, plant, or part) bearing or naturally covered with wool or hair resembling wool.




3.
 
resembling wool in texture or appearance




•
 
woolly wisps of cloud.










4.
 
vague or confused in expression or character




•
 
woolly thinking.










5.
 
(of a sound) indistinct or distorted




•
 
an opaque and woolly recording.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
woollies

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
(chiefly Brit.)

 a garment made of wool, especially a pullover.




2.
 
a sheep.








III.
 
derivatives





woolliness

 
/ˈwo͝olēnəs /






noun





















woolly adelgid

 
/ˌwo͝olē əˈdeljid/






noun




any of several small aphidlike insects that feed on conifers, especially hemlocks, spruces, and firs. By sucking the sap from young twigs, the insect retards or prevents tree growth and causes needles to discolor and drop prematurely.

[Superfamily 
Aphidoidea

 , family 
Adelgidae

 .]













woolly bear






noun




a large hairy caterpillar, especially that of a tiger moth.













woollybutt

 
/ˈwo͝olēˌbət/






noun




an Australian eucalyptus with thick fibrous bark.

[Several species in the genus 
Eucalyptus

 , family 
Myrtaceae

 .]













woolly foot

 
wood woolly foot






noun




a yellowish-brown toadstool with a slender stem, the base of which bears long woolly hairs, found commonly in woodlands in both Eurasia and North America.

[
Collybia peronata

 , family 
Tricholomataceae

 , class 
Hymenomycetes

 .]













woolly mammoth






noun




a mammoth that was adapted to the cold periods of the Pleistocene, with a long shaggy coat, small ears, and a thick layer of fat. Individuals are sometimes found frozen in the permafrost of Siberia.

[
Mammuthus primigenius

 , family 
Elephantidae

 .]













woolly rhinoceros






noun




an extinct two-horned Eurasian rhinoceros that was adapted to the cold periods of the Pleistocene, with a long woolly coat.

[Genus 
Coelodonta

 , family 
Rhinocerotidae

 .]













woolly spider monkey






noun




a large spider monkey with long thin limbs and tail, dense woolly fur, and a large protruding belly, native to the rain forests of southeastern Brazil.

[
Brachyteles arachnoides

 , family 
Cebidae

 .]













Woolmark

 
/ˈwo͝olmärk/






noun




an international quality symbol for wool instituted by the International Wool Secretariat.













Woolsack

 
/ˈwo͝olsak/






noun



1.
 
(in the UK) the Lord Chancellor's wool-stuffed seat in the House of Lords. It is said to have been adopted in Edward III's reign as a reminder to the Lords of the importance to England of the wool trade.




2.
 
(
the woolsack

 )
 — the position of Lord Chancellor.














wool-sorter's disease






noun




see anthrax
 .













wool-stapler

 
/ˈwo͝olˌstāp(ə)lər/






noun






‹archaic›

 a person who buys wool from a producer, grades it, and sells it to a manufacturer.













wool work






noun




needlework executed in wool on a canvas foundation.













Woolworth, Frank Winfield

 
/ˈwo͝olwərTH/






(1852–1919), US businessman. He pioneered the concept of low-priced retailing in 1878 and from this built a large international chain of stores.









woomera

 
/ˈwo͞omərə/





I.
 
noun






(Austral.)

 an Aboriginal stick used to throw a dart or spear more forcibly.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Dharuk 
wamara

 .





Woomera

 
/ˈwo͝omərə, ˈwo͞omə-/






a town in central South Australia, the site of a vast military testing ground used in the 1950s for nuclear tests and since the 1960s for tracking space satellites.









woonerf

 
/ˈvo͞onərf/





I.
 
noun




a road in which devices for reducing or slowing the flow of traffic have been installed.











– origin

 1970s: from Dutch, from 
wonen

 ‘reside’ + 
erf

 ‘premises, ground.’





Woonsocket

 
/wo͞onˈsäkit/






an industrial city in northern Rhode Island, on the Blackstone River; pop. 43,268 (est. 2008).









woopie

 
/ˈwo͝opē /

 
woopy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an affluent retired person able to pursue an active lifestyle.











– origin

 1980s: elaboration of the acronym from 
well-off older person

 .





Wooster

 
/ˈwo͝ostər/






an industrial and academic city in north central Ohio; pop. 26,212 (est. 2008).









woot

 
/wo͞ot/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 (especially in electronic communication) used to express elation, enthusiasm, or triumph




•
 
I definitely get Fridays off, woot!

















– origin

 1990s: origin uncertain.





woozy

 
/ˈwo͞ozē/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 unsteady, dizzy, or dazed




•
 
I still felt woozy from all the pills.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
woozily

 
/ˈwo͞ozəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wooziness

 
/ˈwo͞ozēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.





wop

 
/wäp/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 an Italian or other southern European.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): origin uncertain, perhaps from Italian 
guappo

 ‘bold, showy,’ from Spanish 
guapo

 ‘dandy.’





Worcester1


 
/ˈwo͝ostər/






an industrial and college city in central Massachusetts, on the Blackstone River; pop. 175,011 (est. 2008).









Worcester2


 
/ˈwo͝ostər /

 
Royal Worcester






noun






‹trademark›

 porcelain made at Worcester, England, in a factory founded in 1751. The porcelain (largely tableware) at first showed strong influence from Chinese and Dresden designs before being produced in a wider variety of designs.













Worcestershire sauce

 
/ˈwo͝ostərSHər ˌsôs/






noun




a pungent sauce containing soy sauce and vinegar, first made in Worcester, England.













Worcs.






abbreviation




Worcestershire.














word

 
/wərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a single distinct meaningful element of speech or writing, used with others (or sometimes alone) to form a sentence and typically shown with a space on either side when written or printed.




2.
 
a single distinct conceptual unit of language, comprising inflected and variant forms.




3.
 
(usu. 
words

 )
 — something that someone says or writes; a remark or piece of information




•
 
his grandfather's words had been meant kindly




•
 
a word of warning.










4.
 
speech as distinct from action




•
 
he conforms in word and deed to the values of a society that he rejects.










5.
 
[with 
negative

 ] (
a word

 )
 — even the smallest amount of something spoken or written




•
 
don't believe a word of it.










6.
 
(
one's word

 )
 — a person's account of the truth, especially when it differs from that of another person




•
 
in court it would have been his word against mine.










7.
 
(
one's word

 )
 — a promise or assurance




•
 
everything will be taken care of—you have my word.










8.
 
(
words

 )
 — the text or spoken part of a play, opera, or other performed piece; a script




•
 
he had to learn his words.










9.
 
(
words

 )
 — angry talk




•
 
her father would have 
had words with

 her about that.










10.
 
a message; news




•
 
I was afraid to leave Washington in case there was word from the office.










11.
 
a command, password, or motto




•
 
someone 
gave me the word

 to start playing.










12.
 
a basic unit of data in a computer, typically 16 or 32 bits long.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
choose and use particular words in order to say or write (something)




•
 
he words his request in a particularly ironic way




•
 (as 
adj.

 , with 
submodifier

 
worded

 )
 
a strongly worded letter of protest.














III.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to express agreement




•
 
“That Jay is one dangerous character.” “Word.”














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
at a word






as soon as requested




•
 
ready to leave again at a word.















2.
 
be as good as one's word






do what one has promised to do.









3.
 
break one's word






fail to do what one has promised.









4.
 
have a word






speak briefly to someone




•
 
I'll just 
have a word with

 him.















5.
 
in other words






expressed in a different way; that is to say.









6.
 
in so many words






[often with 
negative

 ]
 — in the way mentioned




•
 
I haven't told him in so many words, but he'd understand.















7.
 
in a word






briefly.









8.
 
keep one's word






do what one has promised.









9.
 
a man/woman of his/her word






a person who keeps their promises.









10.
 
(on/upon) my word






an exclamation of surprise or emphasis




•
 
my word, you were here quickly!















11.
 
of few words






taciturn




•
 
he's a man of few words.















12.
 
put something into words






express something in speech or writing




•
 
he felt a vague disappointment which he couldn't put into words.















13.
 
put words into someone's mouth





a.
 
falsely or inaccurately report what someone has said.




b.
 
prompt or encourage someone to say something that they may not otherwise have said.









14.
 
take someone at their word






interpret a person's words literally or exactly, especially by believing them or doing as they suggest.









15.
 
take the words out of someone's mouth






say what someone else was about to say.









16.
 
take someone's word (for it)






believe what someone says or writes without checking for oneself.









17.
 
too —— for words








‹informal›

 extremely ——




•
 
going around by the road was too tedious for words.















18.
 
waste words





a.
 
talk in vain.




b.
 
talk at length.









19.
 
the Word (of God)





a.
 
the Bible, or a part of it.




b.
 
Jesus Christ (see Logos
 ).









20.
 
word for word






in exactly the same or, when translated, exactly equivalent words.









21.
 
word of honor






a solemn promise




•
 
I'll be good to you always, I give you my word of honor.















22.
 
word of mouth







/ˌwərd əv ˈmouTH /

 — spoken language; informal or unofficial discourse.









23.
 
the word on the street








‹informal›

 a rumor or piece of information currently being circulated.









24.
 
words fail me






used to express one's disbelief or dismay.









25.
 
a word to the wise






a hint or brief explanation given, that being all that is required.












V.
 
phrasal verbs





word up






[as 
imperative

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 listen




•
 
word up, my brother, you got me high as a kite.


















VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wordage

 
/ˈwərdij /






noun













2.
 
wordless

 
/ˈwərdləs /






adjective













3.
 
wordlessly

 
/ˈwərdləslē /






adverb













4.
 
wordlessness

 
/ˈwərdləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
woord

 and German 
Wort

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
verbum

 ‘word.’





-word






combining form




denoting a word that may be offensive or have a negative connotation, specified by the word's first letter




•
 
the F-word.



















word association

 
/wərd əˌsōsēˈāSHən əˌsōSHēˈāSHən/






noun




the spontaneous and unreflective production of other words in response to a given word, as a game, a prompt to creative thought or memory, or a technique in psychiatric evaluation.













word blindness

 
/ˈwərd ˌblīndnis/






noun




less technical term for alexia
 , or (less accurately) for dyslexia
 .













wordbook

 
/ˈwərdbo͝ok/






noun




a reference book containing lists of words and meanings or other related information.













word break

 
/wərd brāk /

 
word division






noun






[Printing]

 a point at which a word is split between two lines of text by means of a hyphen.













word class

 
/wərd klas/






noun




a category of words of similar form or function; a part of speech.













word cloud






noun




an image composed of words used in a particular text or subject, in which the size of each word indicates its frequency or importance




•
 
Louise generated a word cloud of lyrics from the new album.



















word deafness

 
/wərd ˈdefnəs/






noun




an inability to identify spoken words, resulting from a brain defect such as Wernicke's aphasia.













wordfinder

 
/ˈwərdˌfīndər/






noun




a list of vocabulary; a dictionary or glossary




•
 
an English to French wordfinder.



















word game

 
/ˈwərd ˌɡām/






noun




a game involving the making, guessing, or selection of words.













wording

 
/ˈwərdiNG/






noun




the words used to express something; the way in which something is expressed




•
 
the standard form of wording for a consent letter.



















word length






noun






[Computing]

 the number of bits in a word.













word order

 
/ˈwərd ˌôrdər/






noun




the sequence of words in a sentence, especially as governed by grammatical rules and as affecting meaning.













word-perfect

 
/ˌwərdˈpərfəkt/






adjective




another term for letter-perfect
 .













word picture

 
/wərd ˈpik(t)SHər/






noun




a vivid description in writing.













wordplay

 
/ˈwərdˌplā/






noun




the witty exploitation of the meanings and ambiguities of words, especially in puns.













word problem






noun




a mathematics exercise presented in the form of a hypothetical situation that requires an equation to be solved; for example, “if George earns a salary of $18,500 and 28% of it is deducted in taxes, how much take-home pay remains?”













word processing





I.
 
noun




the production, storage, and manipulation of text on a computer or word processor.








II.
 
derivatives





word-process






verb





















word processor






noun




a program or machine for storing, manipulating, and formatting text entered from a keyboard and providing a printout.













word salad






noun




a confused or unintelligible mixture of seemingly random words and phrases, specifically (in psychiatry) as a form of speech indicative of advanced schizophrenia.













word search






noun




a puzzle consisting of letters arranged in a grid, containing several hidden words written in any direction.













wordsmith

 
/ˈwərdˌsmiTH/






noun




a skilled user of words.













word square






noun




a puzzle requiring the discovery of a set of words of equal length written one under another to read the same down as across, e.g., 
too old ode

 .













Wordsworth, Dorothy

 
/ˈwərdzˌwərTH/






(1771–1855), English diarist, sister of William Wordsworth. Her 
Grasmere Journal

 (1800–03) documents her intense response to nature.









Wordsworth, William






(1770–1850), English poet. Much of his work was inspired by the Lake District. 
“Lyrical Ballads”

 (1798), which was composed with Coleridge and included 
“Tintern Abbey,”

 was a landmark in romanticism. He was appointed poet laureate in 1843. Other notable poems:
“I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”

 (1815) and 
“The Prelude”

 (1850).









word wrap






noun




(in word processing) a feature that automatically moves a word that is too long to fit on a line to the beginning of the next line.













wordy

 
/ˈwərdē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using or expressed in too many words




•
 
a wordy and repetitive account.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 consisting of words




•
 
on the publication of Worcester's dictionary, a wordy war arose.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wordily

 
/ˈwərdəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wordiness

 
/ˈwərdēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wordig

 (see word
 , -y
 1
 ).





wore1


 
/wôr/






past of wear
 1
 .









wore2


 
/wôr/






past and past participle of wear
 2
 .










work

 
/wərk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
activity involving mental or physical effort done in order to achieve a purpose or result




•
 
he was tired after a day's work in the fields.










2.
 
[in 
combination

 ] (
works

 )
 — a place or premises for industrial activity, typically manufacturing




•
 
he found a job in the ironworks.










3.
 
mental or physical activity as a means of earning income; employment




•
 
I'm still looking for work.










4.
 
the place where one works




•
 
I was returning home from work on a packed subway.










5.
 
the period of time spent during the day engaged in such activity




•
 
he was going to the theater after work.










6.
 
a task or tasks to be undertaken; something a person or thing has to do




•
 
they made sure the work was progressing smoothly.










7.
 
the materials for this




•
 
she frequently took work home with her.










8.
 


‹informal›

 cosmetic plastic surgery




•
 
between you and me, I think he's had some work done.










9.
 
(
works

 )
 — 

[Theology]

 good or moral deeds




•
 
the Clapham sect was concerned with works rather than with faith.










10.
 
something done or made




•
 
her work hangs in all the main American collections.










11.
 
the result of the action of a specified person or thing




•
 
the bombing had been 
the work of

 a German-based cell.










12.
 
a literary or musical composition or other piece of fine art




•
 
a work of fiction.










13.
 
(
works

 )
 — all literary or musical pieces by a particular author, composer, or artist, regarded collectively




•
 
the works of Schubert fill several feet of shelf space.










14.
 
a piece of embroidery, sewing, or knitting, typically made using a specified stitch or method.




15.
 
(usu. 
works

 )
 — 

[Military]

 a defensive structure.




16.
 
(
works

 )
 — an architectural or engineering structure such as a bridge or dam.




17.
 
the record of the successive calculations made in solving a mathematical problem




•
 
show your work on a separate sheet of paper.










18.
 
(
works

 )
 — the operative part of a clock or other machine




•
 
she could almost hear the tick of its works.










19.
 


[Physics]

 the exertion of force overcoming resistance or producing molecular change.




20.
 
(
the works

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 everything needed, desired, or expected




•
 
the heavens put on a show: sheet lightning, hailstones—the works.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
be engaged in physical or mental activity in order to achieve a purpose or result, especially in one's job; do work




•
 
an engineer who had been 
working on

 a design for a more efficient wing




•
 
new contracts forcing employees to work longer hours.










2.
 
be employed, typically in a specified occupation or field




•
 
Taylor has 
worked in

 education for 17 years.










3.
 
(
work in

 )
 — (of an artist) produce articles or pictures using (a particular material or medium)




•
 
he works in clay over a very strong frame.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce (an article or design) using a specified material or sewing stitch




•
 
the castle itself is 
worked in

 tent stitch.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — set to or keep at work




•
 
Jane is working you too hard.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cultivate (land) or extract materials from (a mine or quarry)




•
 
contracts and leases to work the mines.










7.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — solve (a puzzle or mathematical problem)




•
 
she spent her days working crosswords.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — practice one's occupation or operate in or at (a particular place)




•
 
I worked a few clubs and so forth.










9.
 
make efforts to achieve something; campaign




•
 
we spend a great deal of our time 
working for

 the lacto-vegetarian cause.










10.
 
(of a machine or system) operate or function, especially properly or effectively




•
 
his cell phone doesn't work unless he goes to a high point.










11.
 
(of a machine or a part of it) run; go through regular motions




•
 
it's designed to go into a special “rest” state when it's not working.










12.
 
(especially of a person's features) move violently or convulsively




•
 
hair wild, mouth working furiously.










13.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a device or machine) to operate




•
 
teaching customers how to work a VCR.










14.
 
(of a plan or method) have the desired result or effect




•
 
the desperate ploy had worked.










15.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — bring about; produce as a result




•
 
with a dash of blusher here and there, you can work miracles.










16.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 arrange or contrive




•
 
the chairman was prepared to work it for Phillip if he was interested.










17.
 
(
work on/upon

 )
 — exert influence or use one's persuasive power on (someone or their feelings)




•
 
she worked upon the sympathy of her associates.










18.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — use one's persuasive power to stir the emotions of (a person or group of people)




•
 
the born politician's art of working a crowd.










19.
 
[with 
obj.

 or 
complement

 ]
 — bring (a material or mixture) to a desired shape or consistency by hammering, kneading, or some other method




•
 
work the mixture into a paste with your hands.










20.
 
bring into a specified state, especially an emotional state




•
 
Harold had worked himself into a minor rage.










21.
 
[with 
adverbial

 or 
complement

 ]
 — move or cause to move gradually or with difficulty into another position, typically by means of constant movement or pressure


[with 
obj.

 ]


•
 
comb from tip to root, working out the knots at the end




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
its bases were already working loose.










22.
 
(of joints, such as those in a wooden ship) loosen and flex under repeated stress.




23.
 
[with 
adverbial

 ]
 — 

[Sailing]

 make progress to windward, with repeated tacking




•
 
trying to work to windward in light airs.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
at work





a.
 
engaged in work.




b.
 
in action




•
 
researchers were convinced that one infectious agent was at work.















2.
 
give someone the works





a.
 


‹informal›

 treat someone harshly.




b.
 
kill someone.









3.
 
have one's work cut out






be faced with a hard or lengthy task.









4.
 
in the works






being planned, worked on, or produced.









5.
 
out of work






unemployed.









6.
 
set to work (or set someone to work)






begin or cause to begin work.









7.
 
the work of ——






a task occupying a specified amount of time




•
 
it was the work of a moment to discover the tiny stab wound.















8.
 
work one's ass (butt, etc.) off








‹vulgar slang›

 work extremely hard.









9.
 
work one's fingers to the bone






see bone
 .









10.
 
work one's passage






pay for one's journey on a ship with work instead of money.









11.
 
work one's way through college (or school, etc.)






obtain the money for educational fees or one's maintenance as a student by working.









12.
 
work one's will on/upon






accomplish one's purpose on




•
 
she set a coiffeur to work his will on her hair.















13.
 
work the streets






(of a prostitute) seek clients in the street, rather than work in a brothel




•
 
she now works the streets in Sheffield's red light district to pay for her addiction.















14.
 
work wonders






see wonder
 .












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
work something in






include or incorporate something, typically in something spoken or written.









2.
 
work something off





a.
 
discharge a debt by working.




b.
 
reduce or get rid of something by work or activity




•
 
one of those gimmicks for working off aggression.















3.
 
work out





a.
 
(of an equation) be capable of being solved.




b.
 
(
work out at

 )
 — be calculated at




•
 
the losses work out at $2.94 a share.










c.
 
have a good or specified result




•
 
things don't always work out that way.










d.
 
engage in vigorous physical exercise or training, typically at a gym.









4.
 
work someone out






understand someone's character.









5.
 
work something out





a.
 
solve a sum or determine an amount by calculation.




b.
 
solve or find the answer to something




•
 
I couldn't work out whether it was a band playing or a record.










c.
 
plan or devise something in detail




•
 
work out a seating plan.










d.
 


‹literary›

 accomplish or attain something with difficulty




•
 
malicious fates are bent on working out an ill intent.










e.
 
(usu. 
be worked out

 )
 — work a mine until it is exhausted of minerals.









6.
 
work someone over








‹informal›

 treat someone with violence; beat someone severely




•
 
the cops had worked him over a little just for the fun of it.















7.
 
work through






go through a process of understanding and accepting (a painful or difficult situation)




•
 
they should be allowed to feel the pain and work through their emotions.















8.
 
work to






follow or operate within the constraints of (a plan or system)




•
 
working to tight deadlines.















9.
 
work up to






proceed gradually toward (something more advanced or intense)




•
 
the course starts with landing technique, working up to jumps from an enclosed platform.















10.
 
work someone up






(often 
get worked up

 )
 — gradually bring someone, especially oneself, to a state of intense excitement, anger, or anxiety




•
 
he got all worked up and started shouting and swearing.















11.
 
work something up





a.
 
bring something gradually to a more complete or satisfactory state




•
 
painters were accustomed to working up compositions from drawings.










b.
 
develop or produce by activity or effort




•
 
despite the cold, George had already worked up a fair sweat.


















V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
workless






adjective













2.
 
worklessness






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
weorc

 (noun), 
wyrcan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
werk

 and German 
Werk

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
ergon

 .





-work






combining form



1.
 
denoting things or parts made of a specified material or with specified tools




•
 
silverwork




•
 
fretwork.










2.
 
denoting a mechanism or structure of a specified kind




•
 
bridgework




•
 
clockwork.










3.
 
denoting ornamentation of a specified kind, or articles having such ornamentation




•
 
knotwork.



















workable

 
/ˈwərkəb(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
able to be worked, fashioned, or manipulated




•
 
more flour and salt can be added until they make a workable dough.










2.
 
capable of producing the desired effect or result; practicable; feasible




•
 
a workable peace settlement.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
workability

 
/ˌwərkəˈbilədē /






noun













2.
 
workably

 
/-blē /






adverb





















workaday

 
/ˈwərkəˌdā/






adjective



1.
 
of or relating to work or one's job




•
 
the workaday world of timecards and performance reviews.










2.
 
not special, unusual, or interesting in any way; ordinary




•
 
your humble workaday PC.



















workaholic

 
/ˌwərkəˈhôlik ˌwərkəˈhälik/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a person who compulsively works hard and long hours.








II.
 
derivatives





workaholism

 
/ˈwərkəˌhôlizəm, -ˌhäl- /






noun





















workalike

 
/ˈwərkəˌlīk/






noun



1.
 


[Computing]

 a computer that is able to use the software of another specified machine without special modification.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a piece of software identical in function to another software package.













workaround

 
/ˈwərkəˌround/






noun






[Computing]

 a method for overcoming a problem or limitation in a program or system.













workbasket

 
/ˈwərkˌbaskət /

 
workbag






noun




a basket (or bag) used for storing sewing materials.













workbench

 
/ˈwərkben(t)SH/






noun




a bench at which carpentry or other mechanical or practical work is done.













workboat

 
/ˈwərkbōt/






noun




a boat used for work such as commercial fishing or transporting freight, rather than leisure or naval service.













workbook

 
/ˈwərkˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
a student's book containing instruction and exercises relating to a particular subject.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a single file containing several different types of related information as separate worksheets.













workbox

 
/ˈwərkˌbäks/






noun




a portable box used for storing or holding tools and materials for activities such as sewing.













work camp

 
/ˈwərk ˌkamp/






noun



1.
 
a camp at which community work is done, especially by young volunteers.




2.
 
another term for labor camp
 .














workday

 
/ˈwərkˌdā/






noun




a day on which one works




•
 
Saturdays were workdays for him.



















worker

 
/ˈwərkər/






noun



1.
 
a person or animal that works, in particular




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 or 
noun modifier

 ]
 — a person who does a specified type of work or who works in a specified way




•
 
a farm worker




•
 
she's a good worker.










3.
 
an employee, especially one who does manual or nonexecutive work.




4.
 
(
workers

 )
 — used in Marxist or leftist contexts to refer to the working class.




5.
 


‹informal›

 a person who works hard




•
 
I got a reputation for being a worker.










6.
 
(in social insects such as bees, wasps, ants, and termites) a neuter or undeveloped female that is a member of what is usually the most numerous caste and does the basic work of the colony.




7.
 
a person who produces or achieves a specified thing




•
 
a worker of miracles.



















worker priest

 
/ˈwərkər prēst/






noun




a Roman Catholic priest, especially in postwar France, or an Anglican priest who engages part-time in ordinary secular work.













work ethic

 
/wərk ˈeTHik/






noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the principle that hard work is intrinsically virtuous or worthy of reward.

See also Protestant ethic
 .













workfare

 
/ˈwərkˌfer/





I.
 
noun




a welfare system that requires those receiving benefits to perform some work or to participate in job training.











– origin

 1960s: from work
 + a shortened form of welfare
 .





workflow

 
/ˈwərkflō/






noun




the sequence of industrial, administrative, or other processes through which a piece of work passes from initiation to completion.













workforce

 
/ˈwərkfôrs /

 
work force






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the people engaged in or available for work, either in a country or area or in a particular company or industry.













work function






noun




(Symbol: 
φ

 )
 — 

[Physics]

 the minimum quantity of energy that is required to remove an electron to infinity from the surface of a given solid, usually a metal.













workgroup

 
/ˈwərkɡro͞op/






noun



1.
 
a group within a workforce that normally works together.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a group that shares data via a local network.













work-harden

 
/wərkˈhärdn/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
noun

 
work-hardening

 )


1.
 


[Metallurgy]

 toughen (a metal) by cold-working.













workhorse

 
/ˈwərkˌhôrs/






noun



1.
 
a horse used for work on a farm.




2.
 
a person or machine that dependably performs hard work over a long period of time




•
 
he was a workhorse of an actor, often appearing in as many as forty plays in a year.



















workhouse

 
/ˈwərkˌhous/






noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 (in the UK) a public institution in which the destitute of a parish received board and lodging in return for work.




2.
 


(US)

 a prison in which petty offenders are expected to work.













working

 
/ˈwərkiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having paid employment




•
 
the size of the working population.










2.
 
engaged in manual labor




•
 
the vote is no longer sufficient protection for the working man.










3.
 
relating to, suitable for, or for the purpose of work




•
 
improvements in living and working conditions.










4.
 
(of an animal) used in farming, hunting, or for guard duties; not kept as a pet or for show.




5.
 
(of something possessed) sufficient to work with




•
 
they 
have a working knowledge of

 contract law.










6.
 
(of a theory, definition, or title) used as the basis for work or argument and likely to be developed, adapted, or improved later




•
 
the working hypothesis is tested and refined through discussion.










7.
 
functioning or able to function




•
 
the mill still has a working waterwheel.










8.
 
(of parts of a machine) moving and causing a machine to operate




•
 
the working parts of a digital watch.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the action of doing work.




2.
 
(usu. 
workings

 )
 — a mine or a part of a mine from which minerals are being extracted.




3.
 
(
workings

 )
 — the way in which a machine, organization, or system operates




•
 
we will be less secretive about the workings of government.














III.
 
phrases





working lunch (or dinner, etc.)






a lunch (or dinner, etc.) at which those present discuss business.

















working capital

 
/ˈwərkiNG ˌkapədl/






noun






[Finance]

 the capital of a business that is used in its day-to-day trading operations, calculated as the current assets minus the current liabilities.













working class

 
/ˈwərkiNG ˈˌklas/





I.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
the social group consisting of people who are employed for wages, especially in manual or industrial work




•
 
the housing needs of the working classes.














II.
 
adjective

 — (
working-class

 )


1.
 
relating to people belonging to the working class




•
 
a working-class community.



















working day

 
/ˈwərkiNG dā/






noun




another term for workday
 .













working drawing

 
/ˈwərkiNG ˈdroiNG/






noun




a scale drawing that serves as a guide for the construction or manufacture of something such as a building or machine.













working girl

 
/ˈwərkiNG ɡərl/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a woman who goes out to work rather than remaining at home.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹euphemistic›

 a prostitute.













working group

 
/ˈwərkiNG ɡro͞op/






noun




a committee or group appointed to study and report on a particular question and make recommendations based on its findings.













working load






noun




the maximum load that a machine or other structure is designed to bear during normal operation.













workingman

 
/ˈwərkiNGˌman/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a man who works for wages, especially in manual or industrial work.













working memory






noun



1.
 


[Psychology]

 the part of short-term memory that is concerned with immediate conscious perceptual and linguistic processing.




2.
 


[Psychology]

 
[Computing]

 an area of high-speed memory used to store programs or data currently in use.













working storage






noun






[Computing]

 a part of a computer's memory that is used by a program for the storage of intermediate results or other temporary items.













work in progress






noun



1.
 
an unfinished project that is still being added to or developed




•
 
the book itself is still a work in progress




•
 
students may bring along a blank DVD to record their work in progress.










2.
 
(in accounting) the total value of the materials and labor for unfinished projects




•
 
the board had estimated the value of its work in progress.



















workload

 
/ˈwərkˌlōd/






noun




the amount of work to be done by someone or something




•
 
he had been given three deputies to ease his workload.



















workman

 
/ˈwərkmən/






noun



1.
 
a man employed to do manual labor.




2.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person with specified skill in a job or craft




•
 
you check it through, like all good workmen do.



















workmanlike

 
/ˈwərkmənˌlīk/






adjective




showing efficient competence




•
 
a steady, workmanlike approach.



















workmanship

 
/ˈwərkmənˌSHip/






noun




the degree of skill with which a product is made or a job done




•
 
cracks on the bridge girders were caused by poor workmanship.



















workmate

 
/ˈwərkˌmāt/






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a person with whom one works.













work of art






noun




a creative product with strong imaginative or aesthetic appeal.













workout

 
/ˈwərkˌout/






noun




a session of vigorous physical exercise or training.













work permit

 
/wərk ˈpərmit/






noun




an official document giving a foreigner permission to take a job in a country.













workpiece

 
/ˈwərkpēs/






noun




an object being worked on with a tool or machine.













workplace

 
/ˈwərkˌplās/






noun




a place where people work, such as an office or factory.













work release






noun






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 leave of absence from prison by day enabling a prisoner to continue in normal employment.













workroom

 
/ˈwərkˌro͞om ˈwərkˌro͝om/






noun




a room for working in, especially one equipped for a particular kind of work.













works council






noun






(chiefly Brit.)

 a group of employees representing a workforce in discussions with their employers.













worksheet

 
/ˈwərkˌSHēt/






noun



1.
 
a paper listing questions or tasks for students.




2.
 
a paper for recording work done or in progress.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a data file created and used by a spreadsheet program, which takes the form of a matrix of cells when displayed.













workshop

 
/ˈwərkˌSHäp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a room or building in which goods are manufactured or repaired.




2.
 
a meeting at which a group of people engage in intensive discussion and activity on a particular subject or project.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
present a performance of (a dramatic work), using intensive group discussion and improvisation in order to explore aspects of the production before formal staging




•
 
the play was workshopped briefly at the Shaw Festival.



















work-shy

 
/wərk SHī/






adjective




(of a person) lazy and disinclined to work.













worksite

 
/ˈwərksīt/






noun




an area where an industry is located or where work takes place.













workspace

 
/ˈwərkˌspās/






noun



1.
 
space in which to work




•
 
the kitchen is all white, with maximum workspace.










2.
 
an area rented or sold for commercial purposes.




3.
 


[Computing]

 a memory storage facility for temporary use.













workstation

 
/ˈwərkˌstāSH(ə)n/






noun



1.
 
a desktop computer terminal, typically networked and more powerful than a personal computer.




2.
 
an area where work of a particular nature is carried out, such as a specific location on a manufacturing assembly line.













work-study

 
/ˈwərkstədē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
of or relating to a college program that enables students to work part-time while attending school.













work surface

 
/ˈwərk ˌsərfəs/






noun




another term for countertop
 .













worktable

 
/ˈwərktābəl/






noun




a table at which one may work, especially one with drawers or compartments for holding tools or materials.













workup

 
/ˈwərkˌəp/






noun



1.
 


(chiefly US)

 a diagnostic examination of a patient




•
 
a full neurological workup.










2.
 


[Chemistry]

 a series of experimental procedures carried out to separate and purify substances for analysis.




3.
 
(in a military context) a period of training or preparation, typically for a specific operation




•
 
an intensive predeployment workup.



















workwear

 
/ˈwərkwer/






noun




heavy-duty clothes for physical or manual work.













workweek

 
/ˈwərkˌwēk/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 the total number of hours or days worked in a week




•
 
a six-day workweek.




















world

 
/wərld/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(usu. 
the world

 )
 — the earth, together with all of its countries, peoples, and natural features




•
 
he was doing his bit to save the world.










2.
 
(
the world

 )
 — all of the people, societies, and institutions on the earth


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
world affairs.










3.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting one of the most important or influential people or things of its class




•
 
they had been brought up to regard France as a world power.










4.
 
another planet like the earth




•
 
the possibility of life on other worlds.










5.
 
the material universe or all that exists; everything.




6.
 
a part or aspect of human life or of the natural features of the earth, in particular




7.
 
a region or group of countries




•
 
the English-speaking world.










8.
 
a period of history




•
 
the ancient world.










9.
 
a group of living things




•
 
the animal world.










10.
 
the people, places, and activities to do with a particular thing




•
 
they were a legend in the world of British theater.










11.
 
human and social interaction




•
 
he has almost completely withdrawn from the world




•
 
how inexperienced she is in the ways of the world.










12.
 
average, respectable, or fashionable people or their customs or opinions.




13.
 
(
one's world

 )
 — a person's life and activities




•
 
he felt his whole world had collapsed.










14.
 
everything that exists outside oneself.




15.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — a stage of human life, either mortal or after death




•
 
in this world and the next.










16.
 
secular interests and affairs




•
 
parents are not viewed as the primary educators of their own children, either in the world or in the church.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be not long for this world






have only a short time to live.









2.
 
the best of both (or all possible) worlds






the benefits of widely differing situations, enjoyed at the same time.









3.
 
bring someone into the world






give birth to or assist at the birth of someone.









4.
 
come into the world






be born.









5.
 
come up (or go down) in the world






rise (or drop) in status, especially by becoming richer (or poorer).









6.
 
in the world






used for emphasis in questions, especially to express astonishment or disbelief




•
 
why in the world did you not reveal yourself sooner?















7.
 
look for all the world like






look precisely like (used for emphasis)




•
 
fossil imprints that look for all the world like motorcycle tracks.















8.
 
man (or woman) of the world






a person who is experienced in the ways of sophisticated society.









9.
 
not do something for the world






not do something whatever the inducement




•
 
I wouldn't miss it for the world.















10.
 
out of this world








‹informal›

 extremely enjoyable or impressive




•
 
an herb and lemon dressing that's out of this world.















11.
 
see the world






travel widely and gain wide experience.









12.
 
think the world of






have a very high regard for (someone)




•
 
I thought the world of my father.















13.
 
the world, the flesh, and the devil






all forms of temptation to sin.









14.
 
a (or the) world of






a very great deal of




•
 
there's a world of difference between being alone and being lonely.















15.
 
(all) the world over






everywhere on the earth.









16.
 
worlds apart






very different or distant.















– origin

 Old English 
w(e)oruld

 , from a Germanic compound meaning ‘age of man’; related to Dutch 
wereld

 and German 
Welt

 .






World Bank

 
/ˈˌwər(ə)ld ˈbaNGk/






an international banking organization established to control the distribution of economic aid among member nations, and to make loans to them in times of financial crisis.

See also International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
 .









world beat






noun




Western music incorporating elements of traditional music from any part of the world, especially from developing nations




•
 
the booming sounds of world beat in the background.



















world-beater

 
/ˈwərld ˌbēdər/





I.
 
noun




a person or thing that is better than all others in its field.








II.
 
derivatives





world-beating

 
/ˈwərldˌbēdiNG /






adjective





















world city






noun




a cosmopolitan city, with resident and visiting foreigners.













world-class

 
/ˈˌwərld ˈˌklas/






adjective




(of a person, thing, or activity) of or among the best in the world.













World Council of Churches

 
/wərld ˈkounsəl əv ə CHərCHəz /

 
WCC






an association established in 1948 to promote unity among the many different Christian Churches. Its member Churches number over 300, and include virtually all Christian traditions except Roman Catholicism and Unitarianism. Its headquarters are in Geneva.









World Cup

 
/ˈˌwər(ə)ld ˈkəp/






noun



1.
 
a sports competition between teams from several countries, in particular an international soccer tournament held every four years.




2.
 
a trophy awarded in a sports competition between teams from several countries.













world-famous

 
/ˈˌwərld ˈfāməs/






adjective




known throughout the world




•
 
the world-famous tenor José Carreras.



















World Health Organization

 
/wərld helTH ˌôrɡənəˈzāSHən ˌôrɡəˌnīˈzāSHən /

 
WHO






an agency of the United Nations, established in 1948 to promote health and control communicable diseases.









World Heritage Site






noun




a natural or man-made site, area, or structure recognized as being of outstanding international importance and therefore as deserving special protection. Sites are nominated to and designated by the World Heritage Convention (an organization of UNESCO).













World Intellectual Property Organization

 
WIPO






an organization, established in 1967 and an agency of the United Nations from 1974, for cooperation between governments in matters concerning patents, trademarks, and copyright, and the transfer of technology between countries. Its headquarters are in Geneva.









world language

 
/wərld ˈlaNGɡwij/






noun



1.
 
a language known or spoken in many countries




•
 
English is now the world language.










2.
 
an artificial language for international use




•
 
there have been attempts to introduce a standard world language.



















world line

 
/wərld līn/






noun






[Physics]

 a curve in space-time joining the positions of a particle throughout its existence.













worldling

 
/ˈwərldliNG/






noun




a cosmopolitan and sophisticated person.













worldly

 
/ˈwərldlē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or concerned with material values or ordinary life rather than a spiritual existence




•
 
his ambitions for worldly success.










2.
 
(of a person) experienced and sophisticated.








II.
 
phrases





worldly goods (or possessions or wealth)






everything that someone owns.












III.
 
derivatives





worldliness

 
/ˈwərl(d)lēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
woruldlic

 (see world
 , -ly
 1
 ).





worldly-minded

 
/ˌwərldlēˈmīndəd/






adjective




intent on worldly things.













worldly-wise

 
/ˈˌwərldlē ˈwīz/





I.
 
adjective




prepared by experience for life's difficulties; not easily shocked or deceived




•
 
Lisa was sufficiently worldly-wise to understand the situation.














II.
 
derivatives





worldly wisdom






noun





















World Meteorological Organization

 
WMO






an agency of the United Nations, established in 1950 with the aim of facilitating worldwide cooperation in meteorological observations, research, and services. Its headquarters are in Geneva.









world music

 
/wərld ˈmyo͞ozik/






noun



1.
 
traditional music from the developing world.




2.
 
Western popular music incorporating elements of traditional music from the developing world.













world order






noun




a system controlling events in the world, especially a set of arrangements established internationally for preserving global political stability.













world power

 
/wərld ˈpou(ə)r/






noun




a country that has significant influence in international affairs.














World Series

 
/wərld ˈsirēz/








‹trademark›

 the professional championship for North American major league baseball, played at the end of the season between the champions of the American League and the National League. It was first played in 1903.









World Service

 
/wərld ˈsərvəs/






a service of the British Broadcasting Corporation that transmits radio programs in English and over thirty other languages around the world twenty-four hours a day. A worldwide television station was established in 1991 on a similar basis.









world's fair

 
world fair






noun




an international exhibition of the industrial, scientific, technological, and artistic achievements of the participating nations.













world-shaking

 
/ˈwərldˌSHākiNG/






adjective




(in hyperbolic use) of supreme importance or having a momentous effect




•
 
a world-shaking announcement.



















world soul





I.
 
noun






[Philosophy]

 the immanent cause or principle of life, order, consciousness, and self-awareness in the physical world.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: translating German 
Weltgeist

 .





World Trade Center






a complex of buildings in New York featuring twin skyscrapers 110 stories high, designed by Minoru Yamasaki and completed in 1972. The twin towers were destroyed in a terrorist attack on September 11, 2001, with the loss of about 2,700 lives.









World Trade Organization

 
WTO






an international body founded in 1995 to promote international trade and economic development by reducing tariffs and other restrictions.









worldview

 
/wərldˈvyo͞o /

 
world view






noun




a particular philosophy of life or conception of the world




•
 
I have broadened my worldview by experiencing a whole new culture.



















world war

 
/ˈwərld ˈˌwô(ə)r/






noun




a war involving many large nations in all different parts of the world. The name is commonly given to the wars of 1914–18 and 1939–45, although only the second of these was truly global.

See World War I
 , World War II
 .














World War I





I.
 
a war (1914–18) in which the Central Powers (Germany and Austria–Hungary, joined later by Turkey and Bulgaria) were defeated by an alliance of Britain and its dominions, France, Russia, and others, joined later by Italy and the US.





Political tensions over the rise of the German Empire were the war's principal cause, although it was set off by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria by a Bosnian Serb nationalist in Sarajevo, an event used as a pretext by Austria for declaring war on Serbia. Most of the fighting took place on land in Europe and was generally characterized by long periods of bloody stalemate; the balance eventually shifted in the Allies' favor in 1917 when the US joined the war. Total casualties of the war are estimated at 10 million killed. One of the consequences of the war was the collapse of the German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and Ottoman empires.






World War II





I.
 
a war (1939–45) in which the Axis Powers (Germany, Italy, and Japan) were defeated by an alliance eventually including the UK and its dominions, the former Soviet Union, and the US.





Hitler's invasion of Poland in September 1939 led Great Britain and France to declare war on Germany. Germany defeated and occupied France the following year and soon overran much of Europe. Italy joined the war in 1940, and the US and Japan entered after the Japanese attack on the US fleet at Pearl Harbor. Italy surrendered in 1943, and the Allies launched a full-scale invasion in Normandy in June 1944. The war in Europe ended when Germany surrendered in May 1945; Japan surrendered after the US dropped atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. An estimated 55 million people were killed during the war, including a much higher proportion of civilians than in World War I.





world-weary

 
/ˈwərld ˌwi(ə)rē/





I.
 
adjective




feeling or indicating feelings of weariness, boredom, or cynicism as a result of long experience of life




•
 
their world-weary, cynical talk.














II.
 
derivatives





world-weariness

 
/ˈwərld ˌwirēnis /






noun





















worldwide

 
/wərldˈwīd/





I.
 
adjective




extending or reaching throughout the world




•
 
worldwide sales of television rights.














II.
 
adverb




throughout the world




•
 
she travels worldwide as a consultant.




















World Wide Web






noun




an information system on the Internet that allows documents to be connected to other documents by hypertext links, enabling the user to search for information by moving from one document to another.














worm

 
/wərm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
any of a number of creeping or burrowing invertebrate animals with long, slender, soft bodies and no limbs.

[Phyla 
Annelida

 (segmented worms), 
Nematoda

 (roundworms), and 
Platyhelminthes

 (flatworms), and up to twelve minor phyla.]




2.
 
short for earthworm
 .




3.
 
(
worms

 )
 — intestinal or other internal parasites.




4.
 
used in names of long, slender insect larvae, especially those in fruit or wood, e.g., 
army worm

 , 
woodworm

 .




5.
 
used in names of other animals that resemble worms in some way, e.g., 
slow-worm

 , 
shipworm

 .




6.
 
a maggot supposed to eat buried corpses




•
 
food for worms.










7.
 


[Computing]

 a self-replicating program able to propagate itself across a network, typically having a detrimental effect.




8.
 


‹informal›

 a weak or despicable person (used as a general term of contempt).




9.
 
a helical device or component, in particular




10.
 
the threaded cylinder in a worm gear.




11.
 
the coiled pipe of a still in which the vapor is cooled and condensed.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move with difficulty by crawling or wriggling




•
 
I 
wormed my way

 along the roadside ditch.










2.
 
(
worm one's way into

 )
 — insinuate one's way into




•
 
the educated dealers may later worm their way into stockbroking.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move (something) into a confined space by wriggling it




•
 
I wormed my right hand between my body and the earth.










4.
 
(
worm something out of

 )
 — obtain information from (someone) by cunning persistence




•
 
I did manage to worm a few details out of him.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — treat (an animal) with a preparation designed to expel parasitic worms.




6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 make (a rope) smooth by winding small cordage between the strands.








III.
 
phrases





(even) a worm will turn








‹proverb›

 (even) a meek person will resist or retaliate if pushed too far.












IV.
 
derivatives





wormlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wyrm

 (noun), of Germanic origin; related to Latin 
vermis

 ‘worm’ and Greek 
rhomox

 ‘woodworm.’





WORM

 
/wərm/






abbreviation




write-once read-many, denoting a type of computer memory device.













worm cast

 
worm casting






noun




a convoluted mass of soil, mud, or sand thrown up by an earthworm or lugworm on the surface after passing through the worm's body.













worm-eaten

 
/ˈwərm ˌētn/






adjective



1.
 
(of organic tissue) eaten into by worms




•
 
a worm-eaten corpse.










2.
 
(of wood or a wooden object) full of holes made by woodworm.













wormer

 
/ˈwərmər/






noun




a substance administered to animals or birds to expel parasitic worms.













worm-fishing

 
/ˈwərmˌfiSHiNG/






noun




the activity or practice of angling with worms for bait.













worm gear

 
/ˈwərm ˌɡi(ə)r/






noun




a mechanical arrangement consisting of a toothed wheel worked by a short revolving cylinder (worm) bearing a screw thread.













wormhole

 
/ˈwərmˌhōl/






noun



1.
 
a hole made by a burrowing insect larva or worm in wood, fruit, books, or other materials.




2.
 


[Physics]

 a hypothetical connection between widely separated regions of space-time.













worm lizard






noun



1.
 
a subterranean burrowing reptile that resembles an earthworm, being blind, apparently segmented, and typically without limbs.

[Suborder 
Amphisbaenia

 , order 
Squamata

 : four families and numerous species.]




2.
 
a legless lizard.













Worms

 
/wərmz, vôrms/






an industrial town in western Germany, on the Rhine River, northwest of Mannheim; pop. 82,200 (est. 2006). The Diet of Worms 1521 condemned Martin Luther's teaching.









Worms, Diet of






see Diet of Worms
 .









wormseed

 
/ˈwərmsēd/






noun




a plant whose seeds have anthelmintic properties.

[● santonica. ● an American plant of the goosefoot family (
Chenopodium ambrosioides

 , family 
Chenopodiaceae

 ).]














worm's-eye view

 
/ˈˌwərm ˌzī ˈvyo͞o/






noun




a view as seen from below or from a humble position




•
 
being assigned to the secretariat provided a worm's-eye view of international diplomacy.




















worm snake






noun



1.
 
a small harmless North American snake that resembles an earthworm.

[
Carphophis amoena

 , family 
Colubridae

 .]




2.
 
another term for blind snake
 .













worm wheel






noun




the wheel of a worm gear.













wormwood

 
/ˈwərmˌwo͝od/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a woody shrub with a bitter aromatic taste, used, especially formerly, as an ingredient of vermouth and absinthe and in medicine.

[Genus 
Artemisia

 , family 
Compositae

 : several species, in particular the Eurasian 
A. absinthium

 .]




2.
 
a state or source of bitterness or grief.











– origin

 Old English 
wermōd

 . The change in spelling in late Middle English was due to association with worm
 and wood
 . Compare with vermouth
 .





wormy

 
/ˈwərmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of organic tissue) infested with or eaten into by worms




•
 
the prisoners received wormy vegetables.










2.
 
(of wood or a wooden object) full of holes made by woodworm.




3.
 


‹informal›

 (of a person) weak, abject, or revolting.








II.
 
derivatives





worminess






noun





















worn

 
/wôrn/





I.
 
past participle of wear
 1
 .




II.
 
adjective



1.
 
damaged and shabby as a result of much use




•
 
a worn, frayed denim jacket.










2.
 
very tired




•
 
his face looked worn and old.



















worn out

 
/ˌwôrnˈout/






adjective



1.
 
(of a person or animal) extremely tired; exhausted




•
 
you look worn out.










2.
 
damaged or shabby to the point of being no longer usable




•
 
worn-out shoes.










3.
 
(of an idea, method, or system) used so often or existing for so long as to be considered valueless




•
 
he portrayed the Democrats as the party of worn-out ideas.



















worried

 
/ˈwərēd/





I.
 
adjective




anxious or troubled about actual or potential problems




•
 
your mother and I were very 
worried about

 you




•
 
there was a worried frown on his face.




•
 
he is 
worried that

 we are not sustaining high employment.














II.
 
phrases





the worried well






people who are unnecessarily anxious about their physical or mental health.




•
 
doctors increasingly have to deal with the worried well, rather than the genuinely sick.


















III.
 
derivatives





worriedly

 
/ˈwərēdlē /






adverb





















worriment

 
/ˈwərēmənt/






noun






(US)

 archaic or humorous term for worry
 .













worrisome

 
/ˈwərēˌsəm/





I.
 
adjective






(chiefly N. Amer.)

 causing anxiety or concern




•
 
a worrisome problem.














II.
 
derivatives





worrisomely






adverb






















worry

 
/ˈwərē/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give way to anxiety or unease; allow one's mind to dwell on difficulty or troubles




•
 
he 
worried about

 his soldier sons in the war




•
 [with 
clause

 ]
 
I began to worry whether I had done the right thing.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to feel anxiety or concern




•
 
there was no need to worry her




•
 
I've been 
worrying myself sick

 over my mother.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause annoyance to




•
 
the noise never really stops, but it doesn't worry me.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a dog or other carnivorous animal) tear at, gnaw on, or drag around with the teeth




•
 
I found my dog contentedly worrying a bone.










5.
 
(of a dog) chase and attack (livestock, especially sheep).




6.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (
worry at

 )
 — pull at or fiddle with repeatedly




•
 
he began to worry at the knot in the cord.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a state of anxiety and uncertainty over actual or potential problems




•
 
her son had been a constant source of worry to her.










2.
 
a source of anxiety




•
 
the idea is to secure peace of mind for people whose greatest worry is fear of attack.














III.
 
phrases





not to worry








‹informal›

 used to reassure someone by telling them that a situation is not serious




•
 
not to worry—no harm done.


















IV.
 
derivatives





worrier

 
/ˈwərēər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wyrgan

 ‘strangle.’ In Middle English the original sense of the verb gave rise to the meaning ‘seize by the throat and tear,’ later figuratively ‘harass,’ whence ‘cause anxiety to’ (early 19th century, the date also of the noun).





worry beads

 
/ˈwərē bēdz/






plural noun




a string of beads that one fingers and moves in order to calm oneself.













worrying

 
/ˈwərēiNG/





I.
 
adjective




causing anxiety about actual or potential problems; alarming




•
 
a worrying health risk.














II.
 
derivatives





worryingly

 
/ˈwərēiNGlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
trade deficits are worryingly large



























worrywart

 
/ˈwərēˌwôrt/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person who tends to dwell unduly on difficulty or troubles.














worse

 
/wərs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
comparative of bad
 , ill
 .




2.
 
of poorer quality or a lower standard; less good or desirable




•
 
the accommodations were awful, and the food was worse.










3.
 
more serious or severe




•
 
the movement made the pain worse.










4.
 
more reprehensible or evil




•
 
it is worse to intend harm than to be indifferent.










5.
 
[
predic.

 or as 
complement

 ]
 — in a less satisfactory or pleasant condition; more ill or unhappy




•
 
he felt worse, and groped his way back to bed.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
comparative of badly
 , ill
 .




2.
 
less well or skillfully




•
 
the more famous I became the worse I painted.










3.
 
more seriously or severely




•
 
the others had been drunk too, worse than herself.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
a more serious or unpleasant event or circumstance




•
 
the small department was already stretched to the limit, but worse was to follow.










2.
 
(
the worse

 )
 — a less good, favorable, or pleasant condition




•
 
the weather changed for the worse.














IV.
 
phrases




1.
 
none the worse for






not adversely affected by




•
 
we were none the worse for our terrible experience.















2.
 
or worse






used to suggest a possibility that is still more serious or unpleasant than one already considered, but that the speaker does not wish or need to specify




•
 
the child might be born blind or worse.















3.
 
so much the worse for ——






used to suggest that a problem, failure, or other unfortunate event or situation is the fault of the person specified and that the speaker does not feel any great concern about it




•
 
if his subjects were unwilling to accept the progress her offered, so much the worse for them.















4.
 
the worse for wear

 

‹informal›






a.
 
damaged by use or weather over time; battered and shabby.




b.
 
(of a person) feeling rather unwell, especially as a result of drinking too much alcohol.









5.
 
worse luck






see luck
 .









6.
 
worse off






in a less advantageous position; less fortunate or prosperous.















– origin

 Old English 
wyrsa

 , 
wiersa

 (adjective), 
wiers

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to war
 .





worsen

 
/ˈwərs(ə)n/






verb




make or become worse


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
her condition worsened on the flight




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
arguing actually worsens the problem




•
 (as 
adj.

 
worsening

 )
 
Romania's rapidly worsening economic situation.



















worship

 
/ˈwərSHəp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity




•
 
the worship of God




•
 
ancestor worship.










2.
 
the acts or rites that make up a formal expression of reverence for a deity; a religious ceremony or ceremonies




•
 
the church was opened for public worship.










3.
 
adoration or devotion comparable to religious homage, shown toward a person or principle




•
 
our society’s worship of teenagers.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 honor given to someone in recognition of their merit.




5.
 
[as 
title

 ] (
His/Your Worship

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 used in addressing or referring to an important or high-ranking person, especially a magistrate or mayor




•
 
we were soon joined by His Worship the Mayor.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
show reverence and adoration for (a deity); honor with religious rites




•
 
the Maya built jungle pyramids to worship their gods.










2.
 
treat (someone or something) with the reverence and adoration appropriate to a deity




•
 
she adores her sons and they worship her.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — take part in a religious ceremony




•
 
he went to the cathedral because he chose to worship in a spiritually inspiring building.














III.
 
derivatives





worshiper

 
/ˈwərSHəpər /

 
worshipper






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
weorthscipe

 ‘worthiness, acknowledgment of worth’ (see worth
 , -ship
 ).





worshipful

 
/ˈwərSHəpfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
feeling or showing reverence and adoration




•
 
her voice was full of worshipful admiration.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 entitled to honor or respect.




3.
 
(
Worshipful

 )
 — 

(Brit.)

 used in titles given to justices of the peace and to certain old corporations or their officers




•
 
the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
worshipfully

 
/ˈwərSHəpf(ə)lē /






adverb













2.
 
worshipfulness

 
/ˈwərSHipfəlnəs /






noun





















worst

 
/wərst/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
superlative of bad
 , ill
 .




2.
 
of the poorest quality or the lowest standard; least good or desirable




•
 
the speech was the worst he had ever made.










3.
 
most severe, serious, or dangerous




•
 
at least 32 people died in Australia's worst bus accident.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
superlative of badly
 , ill
 .




2.
 
most severely or seriously




•
 
manufacturing and mining are the industries worst affected by falling employment.










3.
 
least well, skillfully, or pleasingly




•
 
he was voted the worst dressed celebrity.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
the most serious or unpleasant thing that could happen




•
 
when I saw the ambulance outside her front door, I began to 
fear the worst

 .










2.
 
the most serious, dangerous, or unpleasant part or stage of something




•
 
there are signs that the recession is past its worst.














IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
get the better of; defeat




•
 
this was not the time for a deep discussion—she was tired and she would be worsted.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
at its (or someone's) worst






in the most serious, undesirable, or unpleasant state




•
 
nothing's working at the moment, so I suppose you've seen us at our worst.















2.
 
at worst (or the worst)





a.
 
in the most serious case




•
 
at worst the injury could mean months in the hospital.










b.
 
under the most unfavorable interpretation




•
 
the cabinet's reaction to the crisis was at best ineffective and at worst irresponsible.















3.
 
be one's own worst enemy






see enemy
 .









4.
 
do one's worst






(in the view of one's opponent) do as much damage as one can (often used to express defiance in the face of threats)




•
 
let them do their worst—he would never surrender.















5.
 
get (or have) the worst of it






be in the least advantageous or successful position; suffer the most.









6.
 
if worst comes to worst






if the most serious or difficult circumstances arise.









7.
 
in the worst way








(US)

 
‹informal›

 very much




•
 
he wants to win in the worst way.





















– origin

 Old English 
wierresta

 , 
wyrresta

 (adjective), 
wierst

 , 
wyrst

 (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to worse
 .





worst-case






adjective




(of a projected development) characterized by the worst of the possible foreseeable circumstances




•
 
in 
the worst-case scenario

 , coastal resorts and communities face disaster.



















worsted

 
/ˈwo͝ostid ˈwərstid/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a fine smooth yarn spun from combed long-staple wool.




2.
 
fabric made from worsted yarn, having a close-textured surface with no nap


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
a worsted suit.

















– origin

 Middle English: from 
Worstead

 , the name of a parish in Norfolk, England.






wort

 
/wərt wôrt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — used in names of plants and herbs, especially those used, especially formerly, as food or medicinally, e.g., 
butterwort

 , 
woundwort

 .




2.
 


‹archaic›

 a plant or herb used medicinally.




3.
 
the sweet infusion of ground malt or other grain before fermentation, used to produce beer and distilled malt liquors.











– origin

 Old English 
wyrt

 , of Germanic origin; related to root
 1
 .






worth

 
/wərTH/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
equivalent in value to the sum or item specified




•
 
jewelry worth $450 was taken.










2.
 
sufficiently good, important, or interesting to justify a specified action; deserving to be treated or regarded in the way specified




•
 
the museums in the district are well worth a visit.










3.
 
used to suggest that the specified course of action may be advisable




•
 
a meat and potato dish that's worth checking out.










4.
 
having income or property amounting to a specified sum




•
 
she is worth $10 million.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the value equivalent to that of someone or something under consideration; the level at which someone or something deserves to be valued or rated




•
 
they had to listen to every piece of gossip and judge its worth.










2.
 
an amount of a commodity equivalent to a specified sum of money




•
 
he admitted stealing 10,000 dollars' worth of computer systems.










3.
 
the amount that could be achieved or produced in a specified time




•
 
the companies have debts greater than two years' worth of their sales.










4.
 
high value or merit




•
 
he is noble and gains his position by showing his inner worth.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
for all someone is worth

 

‹informal›






a.
 
as energetically or enthusiastically as someone can




•
 
he thumps the drums for all he's worth.










b.
 
so as to obtain everything one can from someone




•
 
the youths milked him for all he was worth and then disappeared.















2.
 
for what it is worth






used to present a comment, suggestion, or opinion without making a claim as to its importance or validity




•
 
for what it's worth, she's very highly thought of abroad.















3.
 
worth it








‹informal›

 sufficiently good, enjoyable, or successful to repay any effort, trouble, or expense




•
 
it requires a bit of patience to learn, but it's well worth it.















4.
 
worth one's salt






see salt
 .









5.
 
worth one's while (or worth while)






see while
 .















– origin

 Old English 
w(e)orth

 (adjective and noun), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
waard

 and German 
wert

 .





Worth, Charles Frederick

 
/wərTH/






(1825–95), English couturier, resident in France from 1845. Regarded as the founder of Parisian 
haute couture

 , he is noted for designing gowns with crinolines and for introducing the bustle.









worthless

 
/ˈwərTHləs/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having no real value or use




•
 
that promise is worthless.










2.
 
(of a person) having no good qualities; deserving contempt




•
 
Joan had been deserted by a worthless husband.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
worthlessly

 
/ˈwərTHləslē /






adverb













2.
 
worthlessness

 
/ˈwərTHləsnəs /






noun





















worthwhile

 
/ˌwərTHˈ(h)wīl/





I.
 
adjective




worth the time, money, or effort spent; of value or importance




•
 
extra lighting would make a worthwhile contribution to road safety.














II.
 
derivatives





worthwhileness






noun



















usage:

 The adjective 
worthwhile

 is used both attributively (that is, before the noun) and predicatively (that is, when it stands alone and comes after the verb). In both positions, it is always correct as one word (a 
worthwhile

 book; we didn't think it was 
worthwhile

 ), but when used predicatively, it may also be written as two words: we didn't think it was 
worth while

 .






worthy

 
/ˈwərT͟Hē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
deserving effort, attention, or respect




•
 
generous donations to worthy causes.










2.
 
having or showing the qualities or abilities that merit recognition in a specified way




•
 
issues 
worthy of

 further consideration.










3.
 
good enough; suitable




•
 
no composer was considered 
worthy of

 the name until he had written an opera.














II.
 
noun






‹often derogatory›

 
‹humorous›

 a person notable or important in a particular sphere




•
 
schools governed by local worthies.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
worthily

 
/ˈwərT͟Həlē /






adverb













2.
 
worthiness

 
/ˈwərT͟Hēnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: from worth
 + -y
 1
 .






-worthy





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
deserving of a specified thing




•
 
newsworthy.










2.
 
suitable or fit for a specified thing




•
 
roadworthy.

















– origin

 from worthy
 .





wot1


 
/wät/






pronoun, determiner, interrogative adverb






(Brit.)

 nonstandard spelling of what
 , chiefly representing informal, dialectical, or humorous use.













wot2


 
/wät/






singular present of wit
 2
 .









Wotan

 
/ˈvōtän/






another name for Odin
 .









Wouk, Herman

 
/wōk, wo͞ok/






(1915–), US writer. His novels include 
The Caine Mutiny

 (1951), 
Marjorie Morningstar

 (1955), 
The Winds of War

 (1971), 
War and Remembrance

 (1978), and 
The Glory

 (1994).










would

 
/wo͝od wəd (ə)d/





I.
 
modal verb



1.
 
past of will
 1
 , in various senses:




•
 
he said he would be away for a couple of days




•
 
he wanted out, but she wouldn't leave




•
 
the windows would not close.










2.
 
(expressing the conditional mood) indicating the consequence of an imagined event or situation




•
 
he would lose his job if he were identified.










3.
 
(
I would

 )
 — used to give advice




•
 
I wouldn't drink that if I were you.










4.
 
expressing a desire or inclination




•
 
I would love to work in Prague




•
 
would you like some water?










5.
 
expressing a polite request




•
 
would you pour the wine, please?










6.
 
expressing willingness or consent




•
 
who would live here?










7.
 
expressing a conjecture, opinion, or hope




•
 
I would imagine that they'll want to keep it




•
 
I guess some people would consider it brutal




•
 
I would have to agree.










8.
 
used to make a comment about behavior that is typical




•
 
every night we would hear the boy crying




•
 


‹derogatory›

 they would say that, wouldn't they?










9.
 
[with 
clause

 ]
 — 

‹literary›

 expressing a wish or regret




•
 
would that he had lived to finish it.

















– origin

 Old English 
wolde

 , past of 
wyllan

 (see will
 1
 ). / 
usage:

 On the differences in use between 
would

 and 
should

 , see usage at should
 .





would-be

 
/ˈwo͝od ˌbē/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


‹often derogatory›

 desiring or aspiring to be a specified type of person




•
 
a would-be actress who dresses up as Marilyn Monroe.



















wouldn't

 
/ˈwo͝odnt/





I.
 
contraction




would not.








II.
 
phrases





I wouldn't know








‹informal›

 used to indicate that one can't be expected to know the answer to someone's question or to comment on a matter




•
 
“It was a lot better than last year's dance.” “I wouldn't know about that.”























wouldst

 
/wo͝odst /

 
wouldest






archaic second person singular of would
 .









wound1


 
/wo͞ond/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an injury to living tissue caused by a cut, blow, or other impact, typically one in which the skin is cut or broken.




2.
 
an injury to a person's feelings or reputation




•
 
the new crisis has opened old wounds.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
inflict an injury on (someone)




•
 
the sergeant was seriously wounded




•
 (as 
adj.

 
wounded

 )
 
a wounded soldier.










2.
 
injure (a person's feelings)




•
 
you really wounded his pride when you turned him down




•
 (as 
adj.

 
wounded

 )
 
her wounded feelings.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
woundingly






adverb













2.
 
woundless






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wund

 (noun), 
wundian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wond

 and German 
Wunde

 , of unknown ultimate origin.





wound2


 
/wound/






past and past participle of wind
 2
 .









wound3


 
/wound/






alternate past and past participle of wind
 1
 .









Wounded Knee

 
/ˌwo͞ondid ˈnē/






a village in southwestern South Dakota, in the Pine Ridge Indian reservation, the site of an 1890 massacre and 1973 demonstrations.









Wounded Knee, Battle of

 
/ˈwo͞ondid ˈnē/






the last major confrontation (1890) between the US Army and American Indians, at the village of Wounded Knee on a reservation in South Dakota. More than 150 largely unarmed Sioux men, women, and children were massacred.









woundwort

 
/ˈwo͞ondˌwərt ˈwo͞ondˌwôrt/






noun




a hairy Eurasian plant resembling a dead-nettle, formerly used in the treatment of wounds.

[Genus 
Stachys

 , family 
Labiatae

 : several species.]













wove

 
/wōv/






past of weave
 1
 .










woven

 
/ˈwōvən/






past participle of weave
 1
 .










wove paper





I.
 
noun




paper made on a wire-gauze mesh so as to have a uniform unlined surface.

Compare with laid paper
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
wove

 , variant of woven
 .





wow1


 
/wou /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
exclamation




expressing astonishment or admiration




•
 
“Wow!” he cried enthusiastically.














II.
 
noun




a sensational success




•
 
your play's a wow.














III.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
impress and excite (someone) greatly




•
 
they wowed audiences on their recent British tour.

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in Scots in the early 16th cent.






wow2


 
/wou/





I.
 
noun




slow pitch fluctuation in sound reproduction, perceptible in long notes.

Compare with flutter
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 noun).











– origin

 1930s: imitative.





wow factor






noun






‹informal›

 a quality or feature that is extremely impressive




•
 
its funky, futuristic looks would add a definite wow factor to any kitchen.



















wowser

 
/ˈwouzər/





I.
 
noun






(Austral./NZ)

 
‹informal›

 a person who is publicly critical of others and the pleasures they seek; a killjoy.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: of obscure origin.





Wozniak, Steve

 
/ˈwäznēˌak/






(1950–), US computer entrepreneur. He cofounded the Apple computer company in 1976 with Steve Jobs and helped to lead it until 1981 and again from 1983 until 1985.









WP






abbreviation




word processing or word processor.













w.p.






abbreviation




weather permitting




•
 
I hope to arrive in London that evening (w.p.).




















W particle





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a heavy charged elementary particle considered to transmit the weak interaction between other elementary particles.











– origin

 
W

 , the initial letter of 
weak

 .





wpb






abbreviation




wastepaper basket.













wpm






abbreviation




words per minute (used after a number to indicate typing speed).













WRAC

 
/rak/






abbreviation




Women's Royal Army Corps (in the UK, until 1993).













wrack1


 
/rak/





I.
 
verb




variant spelling of rack
 1
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb).











usage:

 On the complicated relationship between 
wrack

 and 
rack

 , see usage at rack
 1
 .





wrack2


 
/rak/





I.
 
noun




any of a number of coarse brown seaweeds that grow on the shoreline, frequently each kind forming a distinct band in relation to high- and low-water marks. Many have air bladders for buoyancy.

[Genera 
Fucus

 , 
Ascophyllum

 , and 
Pelvetia

 , class 
Phaeophyceae

 .]











– origin

 early 16th cent.: apparently from wrack
 4
 .





wrack3


 
/rak/





I.
 
noun




variant spelling of rack
 5
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: variant of rack
 5
 .






wrack4


 
/rak/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 a wrecked ship; a shipwreck.




2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 wreckage.











– origin

 late Middle English: from Middle Dutch 
wrak

 ; related to wreak
 and wreck
 .





WRAF

 
/raf/






abbreviation




Women's Royal Air Force (in the UK, until 1994).













wraith

 
/rāTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a ghost or ghostlike image of someone, especially one seen shortly before or after their death.




2.
 
used in similes and metaphors to describe a pale, thin, or insubstantial person or thing




•
 
heart attacks had reduced his mother to a wraith.










3.
 


‹literary›

 a wisp or faint trace of something




•
 
a sea breeze was sending a gray 
wraith of

 smoke up the slopes.














II.
 
derivatives





wraithlike

 
/ˈrāTHˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (originally Scots): of unknown origin.





Wrangel Island

 
/ˌraNGɡəl ˈīlənd/






an island in the East Siberian Sea, off the coast of northeastern Russia. It was named after Russian admiral and explorer Baron Ferdinand Wrangel (1794–1870).









Wrangell Mountains

 
/ˌraNGɡəl ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range in southeastern Alaska, within Wrangell–St. Elias National Park, along the Pacific coast and the border of the Yukon Territory.









wrangle

 
/ˈraNGɡəl/





I.
 
noun




a dispute or argument, typically one that is long and complicated




•
 
an insurance wrangle is holding up compensation payments.














II.
 
verb



1.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have a long and complicated dispute


(as 
noun

 
wrangling

 )


•
 
weeks of political wrangling.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 round up, herd, or take charge of (livestock)




•
 
the horses were wrangled early.










3.
 
another term for wangle
 .











– origin

 late Middle English: compare with Low German 
wrangeln

 , frequentative of 
wrangen

 ‘to struggle’; related to wring
 .





wrangler

 
/ˈraNGɡ(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a person in charge of horses or other livestock on a ranch.




2.
 
a person who trains and takes care of the animals used in a movie.




3.
 
a person engaging in a lengthy and complicated quarrel or dispute.













wrap

 
/rap/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cover or enclose (someone or something) in paper or soft material




•
 
he wrapped the Christmas presents




•
 
Leonora wrapped herself in a large white bath towel.










2.
 
clasp; embrace




•
 
she wrapped him in her arms.










3.
 
cover (the body) with a body wrap.




4.
 
cover (the fingernails) with a nail wrap.




5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ] (
wrap something around

 )
 — arrange paper or soft material around (someone or something), typically as a covering or for warmth or protection




•
 
wrap the bandage around the injured limb.










6.
 
place an arm, finger, or leg around (someone or something)




•
 
he wrapped an arm around her waist.










7.
 


‹informal›

 crash a vehicle into (a stationary object)




•
 
Richard wrapped his car around a telephone pole.










8.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

[Computing]

 cause (a word or unit of text) to be carried over to a new line automatically as the margin is reached, or to fit around embedded features such as pictures.




9.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (of a word or unit or text) be carried over to the next line or fit around a picture.




10.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 finish filming or recording




•
 
we wrapped on schedule three days later.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a loose outer garment or piece of material.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting a garment having one part overlapping another; wraparound




•
 
a wrap skirt.










3.
 
paper or soft material used for wrapping




•
 
plastic food wrap.










4.
 
(usu. 
wraps

 )
 — a veil of secrecy maintained about something, especially a new project




•
 
details of the police operation are being kept 
under wraps

 .










5.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 the end of a session of filming or recording




•
 
right, it's a wrap.










6.
 
a sandwich in which the filling is rolled in a soft tortilla.




7.
 
short for body wrap
 .




8.
 
short for nail wrap
 .








III.
 
phrases





be wrapped up in






be so engrossed or absorbed in (something) that one does not notice other people or things.












IV.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
wrap up

 
wrap someone up






put on (or dress someone in) warm clothes




•
 
wrap up warm




•
 
Tim was well wrapped up against the weather.















2.
 
wrap something up





a.
 
complete or conclude a discussion or agreement




•
 
they hope to wrap up negotiations within sixty days.










b.
 
win a game or competition




•
 
Australia wrapped up the series 4–0.





















– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





wraparound

 
/ˈrapəˌround/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
curving or extending around at the edges or sides




•
 
wraparound sunglasses.










2.
 
(of a garment) having one part overlapping another and fastened loosely




•
 
a wraparound skirt.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a wraparound garment.




2.
 


[Computing]

 a facility by which a linear sequence of memory locations or screen positions is treated as a continuous circular series.













wraparound mortgage






noun




a second mortgage held by a lender who collects payments on it and the first mortgage from the borrower. The lender makes the payments to the original mortgage holder.













wraparound porch






noun




a shallow veranda enclosing two or more sides of a house




•
 
three-story million-dollar houses with wraparound porches perched on pilings.



















wrapper

 
/ˈrapər/






noun



1.
 
a piece of paper, plastic, or foil covering and protecting something sold.




2.
 
a cover enclosing a newspaper or magazine for mailing.




3.
 
the dust jacket of a book.




4.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a tobacco leaf of superior quality enclosing a cigar.




5.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a loose robe or gown.













wrapper application






noun




a computer program that works only with another fully developed program, which it enhances in some way




•
 
we have created a viewer that is a simple wrapper application for the underlying multimedia system.



















wrapping

 
/ˈrapiNG/






noun




paper or soft material used to cover or enclose someone or something




•
 
she took the cellophane wrapping off the box.



















wrapping paper

 
/ˈrapiNG ˌpāpər/






noun




strong or decorative paper for wrapping parcels or presents.













wrap-up

 
/ˈrapˌəp/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a summary or review of an activity, sporting event, etc.




•
 
the post-game wrap-up




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
200 campaign volunteers celebrated during wrap-up festivities.



















wrasse

 
/ras/





I.
 
noun




a marine fish with thick lips and strong teeth, typically brightly colored with marked differences between the male and female.

[Family 
Labridae

 : numerous genera and species.]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Cornish 
wrah

 ; related to Welsh 
gwrach

 , literally ‘old woman.’





wrath

 
/raTH/





I.
 
noun




extreme anger (chiefly used for humorous or rhetorical effect)




•
 
he hid his pipe for fear of incurring his father's wrath.

















– origin

 Old English 
wrǣththu

 , from 
wrāth

 (see wroth
 ).






wrathful

 
/ˈraTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective






‹literary›

 full of or characterized by intense anger




•
 
natural calamities seemed to be the work of a wrathful deity.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wrathfully

 
/ˈraTHfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wrathfulness

 
/ˈraTHfəlnəs /






noun





















wrathy

 
/ˈraTHē/






adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 
‹dated›

 another term for wrathful
 .














wreak

 
/rēk/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cause (a large amount of damage or harm)




•
 
torrential rainstorms 
wreaked havoc

 yesterday




•
 
the environmental damage wreaked by ninety years of phosphate mining.










2.
 
inflict (vengeance)




•
 
he was determined to 
wreak

 his revenge 
on

 the girl who had rejected him.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 avenge (someone who has been wronged)




•
 
grant me some knight to wreak me for my son.














II.
 
derivatives





wreaker






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
wrecan

 ‘drive (out), avenge,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wreken

 and German 
rächen

 ; compare with wrack
 4
 , wreck
 , and wretch
 . / 
usage:

 The phrase 
wrought havoc

 , as in they 
wrought havoc

 on the countryside, is an acceptable variant of 
wreaked havoc

 . Here, 
wrought

 is an archaic past tense of 
work

 . It is not, as is sometimes assumed, a past tense of 
wreak

 .






wreath

 
/rēTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an arrangement of flowers, leaves, or stems fastened in a ring and used for decoration or for laying on a grave.




2.
 
a carved representation of a wreath.




3.
 


[Heraldry]

 a representation of a wreath below a crest (especially where it joins a helmet).




4.
 
a curl or ring of smoke or cloud




•
 
wreaths of mist swirled up into the cold air.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 
(chiefly Scottish)

 a snowdrift.











– origin

 Old English 
writha

 , related to writhe
 .






wreathe

 
/rēT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover, surround, or encircle (something)




•
 
he sits wreathed in smoke.










2.
 


‹literary›

 twist or entwine (something flexible) around or over something




•
 
shall I once more wreathe my arms about Antonio's neck?










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — (especially of smoke) move with a curling motion




•
 
he watched the smoke wreathe into the night air.










4.
 
form (flowers, leaves, or stems) into a wreath.








II.
 
phrases





be wreathed in smiles






be smiling broadly




•
 
his tanned face was wreathed in smiles.





















– origin

 mid 16th cent.: partly a back-formation from archaic 
wrethen

 , past participle of writhe
 , reinforced by wreath
 .






wreck

 
/rek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the destruction of a ship at sea; a shipwreck




•
 
the survivors of the wreck.










2.
 
a ship destroyed at sea




•
 
the salvaging of treasure from wrecks.










3.
 


[Law]

 goods brought ashore by the sea from a wreck and not claimed by the owner within a specified period (usually a year)




•
 
the profits of wreck.










4.
 
something, especially a vehicle or building, that has been badly damaged or destroyed




•
 
the plane was reduced to a smoldering wreck




•
 


‹figurative›

 the wreck of their marriage.










5.
 
the disorganized remains of something that has suffered damage or destruction.




6.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a road or rail crash




•
 
a train wreck.










7.
 
a person whose physical or mental health or strength has failed




•
 
the scandal left the family emotional wrecks.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. 
be wrecked

 )


1.
 
cause the destruction of (a ship) by sinking or breaking up




•
 
he was drowned when his ship was wrecked.










2.
 
involve (someone) in a wreck




•
 
sailors who had the misfortune to be wrecked on these coasts.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
wrecking

 )
 — 

‹chiefly historical›

 cause the destruction of a ship in order to steal the cargo




•
 
the locals reverted to the age-old practice of wrecking.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹archaic›

 suffer or undergo shipwreck.




5.
 
destroy or severely damage (a structure or vehicle)




•
 
the blast wrecked more than 100 houses.










6.
 
spoil completely




•
 
an eye injury wrecked his chances of a professional career.










7.
 
[no 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
noun

 
wrecking

 )
 — 

(chiefly N. Amer.)

 engage in breaking up badly damaged vehicles, demolishing old buildings, or similar activities to obtain usable spares or scrap.











– origin

 Middle English (as a legal term denoting wreckage washed ashore): from Anglo-Norman French 
wrec

 , from the base of Old Norse 
reka

 ‘to drive’; related to wreak
 .





wreckage

 
/ˈrekij/






noun




the remains of something that has been badly damaged or destroyed




•
 
firemen had to cut him free from the wreckage of the car.



















wrecked

 
/rekt/






adjective



1.
 
having been wrecked




•
 
an old wrecked barge lay upside down




•
 
a wrecked marriage.










2.
 


‹informal›

 under the influence of or suffering the effects of drugs or alcohol




•
 
they got wrecked on tequila.



















wrecker

 
/ˈrekər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that wrecks, damages, or destroys something


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
she was unfairly portrayed as a marriage wrecker.










2.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a person who breaks up damaged vehicles, demolishes old buildings, salvages wrecked ships, etc., to obtain usable spares or scrap.




3.
 


‹chiefly historical›

 a person on the shore who tries to bring about a shipwreck in order to profit from the wreckage.




4.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a tow truck.













wrecking ball

 
/rekiNG bôl /

 
wrecker's ball






noun




a heavy metal ball swung from a crane into a building to demolish it.













wren

 
/ren/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a small short-winged songbird found chiefly in the New World.

[Family 
Troglodytidae

 : many genera and numerous species, in particular the very small 
Troglodytes troglodytes

 (
winter wren

 ), which has a short cocked tail and is the only wren that occurs the Old World.]




2.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — any of a number of small songbirds that resemble the true wrens in size or appearance.











– origin

 Old English 
wrenna

 , of Germanic origin.





Wren

 
/ren/





I.
 
noun




(in the UK) a member of the former Women's Royal Naval Service.











– origin

 World War I: originally in the plural, from the abbreviation WRNS
 .





Wren, Sir Christopher

 
/ren/






(1632–1723), English architect. Following the Fire of London in 1666, he was responsible for the design of the new St. Paul's Cathedral 1675–1711 and many of the city's churches.









wrench

 
/ren(t)SH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. in 
sing.

 ]
 — a sudden violent twist or pull




•
 
with a wrench Tony wriggled free.










2.
 
a feeling of sadness or distress caused by one's own or another's departure




•
 
it will be a real wrench to leave after eight years.










3.
 
a tool used for gripping and turning nuts, bolts, pipes, etc.




4.
 


[Mechanics]

 a combination of a couple with a force along its axis.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull or twist (someone or something) suddenly and violently




•
 
Casey grabbed the gun and wrenched it upward from my hand




•
 [with 
obj.

 and 
complement

 ]
 
she wrenched herself free of his grip




•
 


‹figurative›

 the betrayal wrenched at her heart.










2.
 
injure (a part of the body) as a result of a sudden twisting movement




•
 
she slipped and wrenched her ankle.










3.
 
turn (something, especially a nut or bolt) with a wrench.




4.
 


‹archaic›

 distort to fit a particular theory or interpretation




•
 
to wrench our Bible to make it fit a misconception of facts.














III.
 
phrases





a wrench in the works






another way of saying a monkey wrench in the works
 (see monkey wrench
 ).















– origin

 late Old English 
wrencan

 ‘twist,’ of unknown origin.





wrench fault






noun




another term for strike-slip fault
 .













wrentit

 
/ˈrentit/






noun




a long-tailed North American songbird that is the only American member of the babbler family, with dark plumage.

[
Chamaea fasciata

 , family 
Timaliidae

 .]













wrest

 
/rest/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
forcibly pull (something) from a person's grasp




•
 
Leila tried to wrest her arm from his hold.










2.
 
take (something, especially power or control) from someone or something else after considerable effort or difficulty




•
 
they wanted to allow people to wrest control of their lives from impersonal bureaucracies.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 distort the meaning or interpretation of (something) to suit one's own interests or views




•
 
you appear convinced of my guilt, and wrest every reply I have made.














II.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a key for tuning a harp or piano.











– origin

 Old English 
wrǣstan

 ‘twist, tighten,’ of Germanic origin; related to Danish 
vriste

 , also to wrist
 .






wrestle

 
/ˈresəl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
take part in a fight, either as a sport or in earnest, that involves grappling with one's opponent and trying to throw or force them to the ground




•
 
as the policeman 
wrestled with

 the gunman a shot rang out.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — force (someone) into a particular position by grappling with them or trying to throw to the ground




•
 
the security guards wrestled them to the ground.










3.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — move or manipulate (something) in a specified way with difficulty and some physical effort




•
 
she wrestled the keys out of the ignition.










4.
 
struggle with a difficulty or problem




•
 
for over a year David 
wrestled with

 a guilty conscience.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a wrestling bout or contest




•
 
a wrestle to the death.










2.
 
a hard struggle




•
 
a lifelong wrestle with depression.














III.
 
derivatives





wrestler

 
/ˈres(ə)lər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English, frequentative of 
wrǣstan

 ‘wrest.’





wrestling

 
/ˈres(ə)liNG/






noun




the sport or activity of grappling with an opponent and trying to throw or hold them down on the ground, typically according to a code of rules.

Popular in ancient Egypt, China, and Greece, wrestling was introduced to the Olympic Games in 704 
BC

 ; many of the holds and throws used now are the same as those of antiquity. The two main competition styles are Greco-Roman (in which holds below the waist are prohibited) and freestyle, which has become a popular televised sport. See also sumo
 .














wretch

 
/reCH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an unfortunate or unhappy person




•
 
can the poor wretch's corpse tell us anything?










2.
 


‹informal›

 a despicable or contemptible person




•
 
ungrateful wretches.

















– origin

 Old English 
wrecca

 (also in the sense ‘banished person’); related to German 
Recke

 ‘warrior, hero,’ also to the verb wreak
 .





wretched

 
/ˈreCHəd/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a person) in a very unhappy or unfortunate state




•
 
I felt so wretched because I thought I might never see you again.










2.
 
of poor quality; very bad




•
 
the wretched conditions of the slums.










3.
 
used to express anger or annoyance




•
 
she disliked the wretched man intensely.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wretchedly

 
/ˈreCHədlē /






adverb




[as 
submodifier

 ]


•
 
a wretchedly poor country



















2.
 
wretchedness

 
/ˈreCHədnəs /






noun



















– origin

 Middle English: formed irregularly from wretch
 + -ed
 1
 .






wriggle

 
/ˈriɡəl/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
twist and turn with quick writhing movements


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
he kicked and wriggled but she held him firmly




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
she wriggled her bare, brown toes.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move in a particular direction with wriggling movements




•
 
Susie wriggled out of her clothes.










3.
 
(
wriggle out of

 )
 — avoid (something), especially by devious means




•
 
don't try and wriggle out of your contract.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a wriggling movement




•
 
she gave an impatient little wriggle.














III.
 
derivatives





wriggly

 
/ˈriɡ(ə)lē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from Middle Low German 
wriggelen

 , frequentative of 
wriggen

 ‘twist, turn.’





wriggler

 
/ˈriɡ(ə)lər/






noun



1.
 
a person or thing that wriggles.




2.
 
a wriggling animalcule or the larva of a mosquito.

Also called wiggler
 .













wright

 
/rīt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 a maker or builder.











– origin

 Old English 
wryhta

 , 
wyrhta

 ; related to work
 .





Wright






family name of brothers 
Orville

 (1871–1948) and 
Wilbur

 (1867–1912), US aviation pioneers. In 1903, the Wright brothers were the first to make brief sustained and controlled powered flights in an airplane, which was designed and built by them. They were also the first to make and fly a practical powered airplane 1905 and a passenger-carrying airplane 1908.









Wright, Frank Lloyd

 
/rīt/






(1867–1959), US architect. His “prairie-style” houses, characterized by a close relationship among building, landscape, and materials used, revolutionized domestic architecture in the US. Notable buildings include the Kaufmann House, which incorporated a waterfall, in Pennsylvania 1935–39 and the Guggenheim Museum of Art in New York 1956–59.










wring

 
/riNG/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
squeeze and twist (something) to force liquid from it




•
 
she 
wrung

 the cloth 
out

 in the sink.










2.
 
extract (liquid) by squeezing and twisting something




•
 
I wrung out the excess water.










3.
 
break (an animal's neck) by twisting it forcibly.




4.
 
squeeze (someone's hand) tightly, especially with sincere emotion.




5.
 
obtain (something) with difficulty or effort




•
 
few concessions were wrung from the government.










6.
 
cause pain or distress to




•
 
the letter must have wrung her heart.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
an act of squeezing or twisting something.








III.
 
phrases





wring one's hands






clasp and twist one's hands together as a gesture of great distress, especially when one is powerless to change the situation.















– origin

 Old English 
wringan

 (verb); related to Dutch 
wringen

 , also to wrong
 .





wringer

 
/ˈriNGər/





I.
 
noun




a device for wringing water from wet clothes, mops, or other objects.








II.
 
phrases





put someone through the wringer








‹informal›

 subject someone to a very stressful experience, especially a severe interrogation.

















wrinkle

 
/ˈriNGk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a slight line or fold in something, especially fabric or the skin of the face.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a minor difficulty; a snag




•
 
the organizers have the wrinkles pretty well ironed out.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a clever innovation, or useful piece of information or advice




•
 
learning the wrinkles from someone more experienced saves time.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (often as 
adj.

 
wrinkled

 )


1.
 
make or cause lines or folds in (something, especially fabric or the skin)




•
 
Dotty's wrinkled stockings.










2.
 
grimace and cause wrinkles on (a part of the face)




•
 
he sniffed and wrinkled his nose.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — form or become marked with lines or folds




•
 
her brow wrinkled.

















– origin

 late Middle English: origin obscure, possibly a back-formation from the Old English past participle 
gewrinclod

 ‘sinuous’ (of which no infinitive is recorded).





wrinkly

 
/ˈriNGk(ə)lē/






adjective




having many lines or folds




•
 
he's old and wrinkly.




















wrist

 
/rist/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the joint connecting the hand with the forearm.

See also carpus
 .




2.
 
the equivalent joint (the carpal joint) in the foreleg of a quadruped or the wing of a bird.




3.
 
the part of a garment covering the wrist; a cuff.




4.
 
(also 
wrist pin

 )
 — (in a machine) a stud projecting from a crank as an attachment for a connecting rod.











– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin, probably from the base of writhe
 .





wristband

 
/ˈris(t)band/






noun



1.
 
a strip of material worn around the wrist, in particular




2.
 
a small strap or bracelet, especially one used for identification or as a fashion item.




3.
 
a strip of absorbent material worn during sports or strenuous exercise to soak up sweat.




4.
 
the cuff of a shirt or blouse.













wrist-drop

 
/ˈristˌdräp/






noun




paralysis of the muscles that normally raise the hand at the wrist and extend the fingers, typically caused by nerve damage.













wrister

 
/ˈristər/






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 
‹informal›

 another term for wrist shot
 :




•
 
he snapped a wrister into the net.



















wristguard

 
/ˈristɡärd/






noun




a band of leather or leatherlike material worn around the wrist for support and protection, especially for athletic activities such as archery and fencing.













wristlet

 
/ˈristlət/






noun




a band or bracelet worn on the wrist, typically as an ornament.














wrist shot






noun






[Ice Hockey]

 a type of shot in which the puck is swept along the ice against the stick and then released with a rotating motion of the wrists




•
 
he took a wrist shot from in front of the net.



















wristwatch

 
/ˈristˌwäCH/






noun




a watch worn on a strap around the wrist.













wristwork

 
/ˈristwərk/






noun




the action of working the hand without moving the arm, especially in fencing and ball games.













wristy

 
/ˈristē/






adjective






[Tennis]

 (of a stroke) performed using a pronounced movement of the wrist




•
 
he uses a fast, wristy swing to hit his forehand.



















writ1


 
/rit/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a form of written command in the name of a court or other legal authority to act, or abstain from acting, in some way.




2.
 
(
one's writ

 )
 — one's power to enforce compliance or submission; one's authority




•
 
you have business here which is out of my writ and competence.

















– origin

 Old English, as a general term denoting written matter, from the Germanic base of write
 .





writ2


 
/rit/





I.
 
verb




archaic past participle of write
 .








II.
 
phrases





writ large





a.
 
clear and obvious




•
 
the unspoken question writ large upon Rose's face.










b.
 
in a stark or exaggerated form




•
 
bribing people by way of tax allowances is the paternalistic state writ large.
























write

 
/rīt/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark (letters, words, or other symbols) on a surface, typically paper, with a pen, pencil, or similar implement




•
 
he wrote his name on the paper




•
 
Alice 
wrote down

 the address




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he wrote very neatly in blue ink.










2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — have the ability to mark down coherent letters or words




•
 
he couldn't read or write.










3.
 
fill out or complete (a sheet, check, or similar) in this way




•
 
he had to write a check for $800.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — write in a cursive hand, as opposed to printing individual letters.




5.
 
compose, write, and send (a letter) to someone




•
 
I 
wrote

 a letter 
to

 Alison




•
 [with 
two objs.

 ]
 
I wrote him a short letter




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he wrote almost every day.










6.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 write and send a letter to (someone)




•
 
Mother wrote me and told me about poor Simon's death.










7.
 
(
write in

 )
 — write to an organization, especially a broadcasting station, with a question, suggestion, or opinion




•
 
write in with your query.










8.
 
compose (a text or work) for written or printed reproduction or publication; put into literary form and set down in writing




•
 
I didn't know you wrote poetry




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
he wrote under a pseudonym




•
 
he had written about the beauty of Andalucia.










9.
 
compose (a musical work)




•
 
he has written a song specifically for her.










10.
 
(
write someone into/out of

 )
 — add or remove a character to or from (a long-running story or series).




11.
 


‹archaic›

 describe in writing




•
 
if I could write the beauty of your eyes.










12.
 


[Computing]

 enter (data) into a specified storage medium or location in store.




13.
 
underwrite (an insurance policy).








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
be nothing to write home about








‹informal›

 be very mediocre or unexceptional.









2.
 
be (or have something) written all over one (or one's face)








‹informal›

 used to convey that the presence of a particular quality or feeling is clearly revealed by a person's expression




•
 
guilt was written all over his face.















3.
 
be written in stone






see stone
 .









4.
 
(and) that's all she wrote








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 used to convey that there is or was nothing more to be said about a matter




•
 
we were arguing about who should pay the bill, but he pulled out a couple of hundreds and that's all she wrote.


















III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
write something down





a.
 
reduce the nominal value of stock or goods.




b.
 
write as if for those considered inferior.









2.
 
write someone in








(chiefly US)

 (when voting) add the name of someone not on the original list of candidates and vote for them.









3.
 
write something off





a.
 
(
write someone/something off

 )
 — dismiss someone or something as insignificant




•
 
the boy had been written off as a nonachiever.










b.
 
cancel the record of a bad debt; acknowledge the loss of or failure to recover an asset




•
 
he urged the banks to write off debt owed by poorer countries.















4.
 
write something up





a.
 
write a full or formal account of something




•
 
I was too tired to write up my notes.










b.
 
make entries to bring a diary or similar record up to date




•
 
he wrote up a work journal which has never been published.










c.
 
increase the nominal value of stock or goods.












IV.
 
derivatives





writable

 
/ˈrīdəbəl /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
wrītan

 ‘score, form (letters) by carving, write,’ of Germanic origin; related to German 
reissen

 ‘sketch, drag.’





write-back






noun






[Finance]

 the process of restoring to profit a provision for bad or doubtful debts previously made against profits and no longer required.













write-down

 
/ˈrīt ˌdoun/






noun






[Finance]

 a reduction in the estimated or nominal value of an asset.













write-in

 
/ˈrī ˌdin/






noun



1.
 


(US)

 a vote cast for an unlisted candidate by writing their name on a ballot paper




•
 
the results showed 70 blank ballots and 770 write-ins.










2.
 


(US)

 a candidate for whom a vote is cast by writing their name on a ballot.













write-off

 
/ˈrīd ˌôf/






noun



1.
 


[Finance]

 a cancellation from an account of a bad debt or worthless asset.




2.
 
a worthless or ineffectual person or thing




•
 
she burns the toast and decides the weekend is a write-off.



















write-once

 
/ˈrītwəns/






adjective






[Computing]

 denoting a memory or storage device, typically an optical one, on which data, once written, cannot be modified.













write-protect

 
/rīt prəˈtekt/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


[Computing]

 protect (a disk) from accidental writing or erasure, as by removing the cover from a notch in the plastic casing of a floppy disk.













writer

 
/ˈrīdər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who has written a particular text




•
 
the writer of the letter.










2.
 
a person who writes books, stories, or articles as a job or regular occupation




•
 
the distinguished travel writer Freya Stark.










3.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who writes in a specified way




•
 
Dickens was a prolific writer.










4.
 
a composer of musical works




•
 
a writer of military music.










5.
 


[Computing]

 a device that writes data to a storage medium.




6.
 


[Stock Market]

 a broker who makes an option available for purchase or sells options.




7.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a person who has a specified kind of handwriting




•
 
neat writers.










8.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹historical›

 a scribe.




9.
 


(Brit.)

 
‹archaic›

 a clerk, especially in the navy or other government offices.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
writer's block






the condition of being unable to think of what to write or how to proceed with writing.









2.
 
writer's cramp






pain or stiffness in the hand caused by excessive writing.















– origin

 Old English 
wrītere

 (see write
 ).





writer-in-residence

 
/ˌrīdərinˈrez(ə)dəns/






noun




a writer holding a temporary residential post in an academic establishment, in order to share their professional insights.













writerly

 
/ˈrīdərlē/






adjective



1.
 
of or characteristic of a professional author




•
 
the mixture of writerly craft and stamina that Greene had.










2.
 
consciously literary




•
 
novels as tricksy and writerly as those of Robbe-Grillet.



















write-up

 
/ˈrīd ˌəp/






noun



1.
 
a full written account.




2.
 
a newspaper or magazine article giving the author's opinion of a recent event, performance, or product.




3.
 


[Finance]

 an increase in the estimated or nominal value of an asset.














writhe

 
/rīT͟H/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make continual twisting, squirming movements or contortions of the body




•
 
he writhed in agony on the ground




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
a snake writhing its body.










2.
 
(
writhe in/with/at

 )
 — respond with great emotional or physical discomfort to (a violent or unpleasant feeling or thought)




•
 
she bit her lip, writhing in suppressed fury.

















– origin

 Old English 
wrīthan

 ‘make into coils, plait, fasten with a cord,’ of Germanic origin; related to wreathe
 .





writhen

 
/ˈriT͟Hən/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹literary›

 twisted or contorted out of normal shape or form.




2.
 
(of antique glass or silver) having spirally twisted ornamentation.











– origin

 Old English in the sense ‘plaited, entwined,’ archaic past participle of writhe
 .






writing

 
/ˈrīdiNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the activity or skill of marking coherent words on paper and composing text




•
 
parents want schools to concentrate on reading, writing, and arithmetic.










2.
 
the activity or occupation of composing text for publication




•
 
she made a decent living from writing.










3.
 
written work, especially with regard to its style or quality




•
 
the writing is straightforward and accessible.










4.
 
(
writings

 )
 — books, stories, articles, or other written works




•
 
he was introduced to the writings of Gertrude Stein.










5.
 
(
the Writings

 )
 — the Hagiographa.




6.
 
a sequence of letters, words, or symbols marked on paper or some other surface




•
 
a leather product with gold writing on it.










7.
 
handwriting




•
 
his writing looked crabbed.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
in writing






in written form, especially as proof of an agreement or grievance




•
 
he asked them to 
put

 their complaints 
in writing

 .















2.
 
the writing (or handwriting) is on the wall






see handwriting
 .

















writing desk

 
/ˈrīdiNG ˌdesk/






noun




a piece of furniture with a surface for writing on and with drawers and other compartments for pens and paper.













writing pad

 
/ˈrīdiNG ˌpad/






noun




a pad of paper for writing on.













writing paper

 
/ˈrīdiNG ˌpāpər/






noun




paper of good quality used for writing, especially letter-writing.














writ of execution

 
/rit əv ə ˌeksəˈkyo͞oSHən/






noun






[Law]

 a judicial order that a judgment be enforced.













written

 
/ˈritn/






past participle of write
 .










WRNS

 
/renz/






abbreviation






‹historical›

 (in the UK) Women's Royal Naval Service.














Wrocław

 
/ˈvrôtˌswäf, -ˌsläf/






an industrial city on the Oder River, in western Poland; pop. 633,950 (2007).

German name Breslau
 .










wrong

 
/rôNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
not correct or true




•
 
that is the wrong answer.










2.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — mistaken




•
 
I was 
wrong about

 him being on the yacht that evening.










3.
 
unsuitable or undesirable




•
 
they asked all the wrong questions.










4.
 
[
predic.

 ]
 — in a bad or abnormal condition; amiss




•
 
something was 
wrong with

 the pump.










5.
 
unjust, dishonest, or immoral




•
 
they were 
wrong to

 take the law into their own hands




•
 
it was 
wrong of

 me to write you such an angry note.














II.
 
adverb



1.
 
in an unsuitable or undesirable manner or direction




•
 
what am I doing wrong?










2.
 
with an incorrect result




•
 
she guessed wrong.














III.
 
noun



1.
 
an unjust, dishonest, or immoral action




•
 
I have done you a great wrong.










2.
 


[Law]

 a breach, by commission or omission, of one's legal duty.




3.
 


[Law]

 an invasion of right to the damage or prejudice of another.








IV.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
act unjustly or dishonestly toward (someone)




•
 
please forgive me these things and the people I have wronged.










2.
 
mistakenly attribute bad motives to; misrepresent




•
 
perhaps I wrong him.














V.
 
phrases




1.
 
do wrong






commit an unjust, dishonest, or immoral act




•
 
they admit she has done wrong, but believe the punishment is too harsh.















2.
 
do someone wrong






treat someone unjustly




•
 
he sought revenge against those who had done him wrong.















3.
 
get someone wrong






misunderstand someone, especially by falsely imputing malice




•
 
now, 
don't get me wrong

 , my fellow players are a great bunch of people.















4.
 
go down the wrong way






(of food) enter the windpipe instead of the gullet.









5.
 
go wrong





a.
 
make a mistake.




b.
 
(of a device) malfunction; develop a fault.




c.
 
develop in an undesirable way




•
 
the government has ordered an inquiry to ascertain what went wrong.















6.
 
in the wrong






responsible for a quarrel, mistake, or offense.









7.
 
two wrongs don't make a right








‹proverb›

 the fact that someone has done something unjust or dishonest is no justification for acting in a similar way.












VI.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wronger






noun













2.
 
wrongly

 
/rôNGlē /






adverb













3.
 
wrongness

 
/rôNGnəs /






noun



















– origin

 late Old English 
wrang

 , from Old Norse 
rangr

 ‘awry, unjust’; related to wring
 .





wrongdoer

 
/ˈrôNGˌdo͞oər/






noun




a person who behaves illegally or dishonestly; an offender




•
 
we'd like to see wrongdoers expelled from the industry entirely.



















wrongdoing

 
/ˈrôNGˌdo͞oiNG/






noun




illegal or dishonest behavior




•
 
the head of the bank has denied any wrongdoing.



















wrong-foot

 
/ˈˌräNG ˈfo͝ot/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(in a game) play so as to catch (an opponent) off balance




•
 
Cook wrong-footed the defense with a low free kick.










2.
 


(Brit.)

 put (someone) in a difficult or embarrassing situation by saying or doing something that they do not expect




•
 
an announcement regarded as an attempt to wrong-foot the opposition.



















wrongful

 
/ˈrôNGfəl/





I.
 
adjective




(of an act) not fair, just, or legal




•
 
he is suing the police for wrongful arrest.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wrongfully

 
/ˈrôNGfəlē /






adverb













2.
 
wrongfulness

 
/ˈrôNGfəlnəs /






noun





















wrongful death






adjective




denoting a civil action in which damages are sought against a party for causing a death, typically when criminal action has failed or is not attempted




•
 
a wrongful death lawsuit.



















wrongheaded

 
/ˌrôNGˈhedəd/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing bad judgment; misguided




•
 
this approach is both wrongheaded and naive.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wrongheadedly






adverb













2.
 
wrongheadedness






noun





















wrong side





I.
 
noun




the reverse side of a fabric.








II.
 
phrases




1.
 
born on the wrong side of the blanket






see blanket
 .









2.
 
get out of bed on the wrong side






see bed
 .









3.
 
on the wrong side of





a.
 
out of favor with




•
 
she knew not to get on the wrong side of him.










b.
 
somewhat more than (a specified age)




•
 
he cheerfully admits he is the wrong side of fifty.















4.
 
on the wrong side of the tracks






see track
 1
 .









5.
 
wrong side out






inside out.

















wrote

 
/rōt/






past tense of write
 .










wroth

 
/rôTH/





I.
 
adjective






‹archaic›

 angry




•
 
Sir Leicester is majestically wroth.

















– origin

 Old English 
wrāth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
wreed

 ‘cruel,’ also to writhe
 .





wrought

 
/rôt/





I.
 
verb




archaic past and past participle of work
 .








II.
 
adjective




(of metals) beaten out or shaped by hammering.











usage:

 See usage at wreak
 .





wrought iron

 
/rôt ˈī(ə)rn/






noun




a tough, malleable form of iron suitable for forging or rolling rather than casting, obtained by puddling pig iron while molten. It is nearly pure but contains some slag in the form of filaments.













wrought up

 
/rôt əp/






adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 
upset and anxious




•
 
she didn't get too wrought up about things.



















WRT






abbreviation




with reference to




•
 
we have to look ahead, especially WRT energy, transport, and housing.



















wrung

 
/rəNG/






past and past participle of wring
 .









WRVS






abbreviation




(in the UK) Women's Royal Voluntary Service.














wry

 
/rī/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
using or expressing dry, especially mocking, humor




•
 
a wry smile




•
 
wry comments.










2.
 
(of a person's face or features) twisted into an expression of disgust, disappointment, or annoyance.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 (of the neck or features) distorted or turned to one side




•
 
a remedy for wry necks.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
wryly

 
/ˈrīlē /






adverb













2.
 
wryness

 
/ˈrīnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent. (in the sense ‘contorted’): from Old English 
wrīgian

 ‘tend, incline,’ in Middle English ‘deviate, swerve, contort.’






wryneck

 
/ˈrīnek/






noun



1.
 
an Old World bird of the woodpecker family, with brown camouflaged plumage and a habit of twisting and writhing the neck when disturbed.

[Genus 
Jynx

 , family 
Picidae

 : two species, in particular the 
northern wryneck

 (
J. torquilla

 ) of Eurasia.]




2.
 
another term for torticollis
 .













WSW






abbreviation




west-southwest.













wt






abbreviation




weight.













WTAF






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 what the actual fuck? (used as an expression of extreme incredulity or annoyance).













WTF






abbreviation






‹vulgar slang›

 what the fuck? (used as an expression of incredulity or annoyance).













WTO

 
/ˌdəblyo͞oːtēˈō/






abbreviation




World Trade Organization.













Wu

 
/wo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a dialect of Chinese spoken in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces and the city of Shanghai.











– origin

 the name in Chinese.





Wuhan

 
/ˌwo͞oˈhän/






a port in eastern China, the capital of Hubei province; pop. 8,001,500 (est. 2006). Situated at the confluence of the Han and the Yangtze rivers, it is a conurbation of three adjacent towns (Hankow, Hanyang, and Wuchang) that have been administered jointly since 1950.









wulfenite

 
/ˈwo͝olfəˌnīt/





I.
 
noun




an orange-yellow mineral consisting of a molybdate of lead, typically occurring as tabular crystals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of F. X. von 
Wulfen

 (1728–1805), Austrian scientist, + -ite
 1
 .





Wunderkammer

 
/ˈvo͝ondərˌkämər/





I.
 
noun




a place where a collection of curiosities and rarities is exhibited.











– origin

 German, literally ‘wonder chamber.’





wunderkind

 
/ˈwo͝ondərˌkind/





I.
 
noun




a person who achieves great success when relatively young.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from German, from 
Wunder

 ‘wonder’ + 
Kind

 ‘child.’





Wundt, Wilhelm

 
/vo͝ont/






(1832–1920), German psychologist. He founded psychology as a separate discipline and established a laboratory devoted to its study.









wunnerful

 
/ˈwənərfəl/






adjective




nonstandard spelling of wonderful
 , representing dialect pronunciation.













Wuppertal

 
/ˈvo͝opərˌtäl, ˈwo͝op-/






an industrial city in western Germany, in North Rhine–Westphalia northeast of Düsseldorf; pop. 358,300 (est. 2006).









Wurlitzer

 
/ˈwərˌlitsər/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a large pipe organ or electric organ, especially one used in the movie theaters of the 1930s.











– origin

 named after Rudolf 
Wurlitzer

 (1831–1914), the German-born American instrument-maker who founded the manufacturing company.





Würm

 
/vo͝orm/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


[Geology]

 the final Pleistocene glaciation in the Alps, possibly corresponding to the Weichsel of northern Europe.




2.
 


[Geology]

 the system of deposits laid down at the time of the Würm glaciation.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: the former name of the Starnberger See, a lake in Bavaria.





wurst

 
/wərst, wo͝orst/





I.
 
noun




German or Austrian sausage.











– origin

 from German 
Wurst

 .





wurtzite

 
/ˈwərtsīt/





I.
 
noun




a mineral consisting of zinc sulfide, typically occurring as brownish-black pyramidal crystals.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from the name of Charles A. 
Wurtz

 (1817–84), French chemist, + -ite
 1
 .





Würzburg

 
/ˈvərtsbərɡ, ˈwərts-, ˈvYrtsˌbo͝ork/






an industrial city on the Main River in Bavaria, in southern Germany; pop. 134,900 (est. 2006).









wushu

 
/ˈwo͞oSHo͞o/





I.
 
noun




the Chinese martial arts.











– origin

 from Chinese 
wǔshù

 , from 
wǔ

 ‘military’ + 
shù

 ‘art.’





wuss

 
/wo͝os /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




a weak or ineffectual person (often used as a general term of abuse).








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ] (
wuss out

 )


1.
 
fail to do or complete something as a result of fear or lack of confidence




•
 
she'll probably wuss out because she fears my mighty bowling prowess.














III.
 
derivatives





wussy






noun, adjective



















– origin

 1970s: of unknown origin.





Wuxi

 
/ˈwo͞oˈSHē /

 
Wu-hsi






a city on the Grand Canal in Jiangsu province, in eastern China; pop. 2,095,300 (est. 2006).









Wuxia

 
/ˈwo͝oˈSHyä/





I.
 
noun




a genre of Chinese fiction or film dealing with martial arts, sorcery, and chivalry.











– origin

 from Chinese 
wuxia

 , from 
wu

 ‘martial art’ + 
xia

 ‘warrior.’





wuz

 
/wəz/






verb




nonstandard spelling of was, representing dialect or informal pronunciation.













WV






abbreviation




West Virginia (in official postal use).













W.Va






abbreviation




West Virginia.













WWF






abbreviation



1.
 
World Wrestling Federation.




2.
 
World Wildlife Fund .













WWI






abbreviation




World War I.













WWII






abbreviation




World War II.













WWW

 
/dəblyo͞oːdəblyo͞oːˈdəblyo͞oː/






abbreviation




World Wide Web.













WY






abbreviation




Wyoming (in official postal use).













Wyandot

 
/ˈwīənˌdät /

 
Wyandotte





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian community formed by Huron-speaking peoples, originally in Ontario, now living mainly in Oklahoma and Quebec.




2.
 
the Iroquoian language of the Wyandot.




3.
 
(usu. 
Wyandotte

 )
 — a domestic chicken of a medium-sized breed.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Wyandot people or their language.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from French 
Ouendat

 , from Huron 
Wendat

 .





Wyandotte

 
/ˈwīənˌdät/






an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, south of Detroit; pop. 24,739 (est. 2008).










wych elm

 
/ˈwiCH elm /

 
witch elm





I.
 
noun




a European elm with large rough leaves, chiefly growing in woodland or near flowing water.

[
Ulmus glabra

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 17th cent.: 
wych

 , used in names of trees with pliant branches, from Old English 
wic(e)

 , apparently from a Germanic root meaning ‘bend’; related to weak
 .





Wycherley, William

 
/ˈwiCHərlē/






(
c.

 1640–1716), English playwright. His Restoration comedies are characterized by their acute examination of sexual morality and marriage conventions.









Wyclif, John

 
/ˈwiklif /

 
Wycliffe






(
c.

 1330–84), English religious reformer. He criticized the wealth and power of the Church and upheld the Bible as the sole guide for doctrine; Wyclif instituted the first English translation of the complete Bible. His followers were known as Lollards.









wye

 
/wī/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a support or other structure shaped like a Y, in particular




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a triangle of railroad track, used for turning locomotives or trains.




3.
 
(in plumbing) a short pipe with a branch joining it at an acute angle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: the letter 
Y

 represented as a word.





Wye

 
/wī/






a river that rises in the mountains of western Wales and flows southeast for about 132 miles (208 km) before entering the Severn estuary at Chepstow. In its lower reaches it forms part of the border between Wales and England.









Wyeth

 
/ˈwīəTH/






a US family of artists, notably 
N. C.

 (1882–1944), full name 
Newell Convers Wyeth

 , whose many illustrations appeared in publications; his son 
Andrew Newell

 (1917–2009), whose paintings include 
Christina's World

 (1948) and the 
Helga

 series (1971–85); and Andrew's son 
Jamie

 (1946–), full name 
James Browning Wyeth

 , whose notable paintings include 
Portrait of J.F.K.

 (1965), 
Wolfbane

 (1984), and his series of portraits of Orca Bates.









Wyler, William

 
/ˈwīlər/






(1902–81), US director; born in Germany. Notable movies: 
Jezebel

 (1938), 
Mrs. Miniver

 (1942), 
The Best Years of Our Lives

 (1946), 
Ben-Hur

 (1959), and 
Funny Girl

 (1968).









Wyndham, John

 
/ˈwindəm/






(1903–69), English writer of science fiction; pseudonym of 
John Wyndham Parkes Lucas Beynon Harris

 . Notable novels: 
The Day of the Triffids

 (1951), 
The Chrysalids

 (1955), and 
The Midwich Cuckoos

 (1957).









Wynette, Tammy

 
/wīˈnet/






(1942–98), US country singer; born 
Virginia Wynette Pugh

 . Her unique lamenting voice brought her success with songs such as 
“Apartment No. 9”

 (1966) and 
“Stand by Your Man”

 (1968).










wynn

 
/win /

 
wyn





I.
 
noun




a runic letter, used in Old and Middle English, later replaced by 
w

 .











– origin

 Old English, literally ‘joy’; so named because it is the first letter of this word. Compare with thorn
 (
sense

 3) and ash
 2
 (
sense

 2).





Wyo.






abbreviation




Wyoming.














Wyoming

 
/wīˈōmiNG/





I.
 
a state in the western central US; pop. 532,668 (est. 2008); capital, Cheyenne; statehood, July 10, 1890 (44). Acquired, in part, by the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, it gave the vote to women in 1869, the first state to do so.




II.
 
a city in southwestern Michigan, southwest of Grand Rapids; pop. 70,462 (est. 2008).




III.
 
derivatives





Wyomingite

 
/-miNGˌīt /






noun





















Wyoming Valley






a valley in northeastern Pennsylvania, along the Susquehanna River.









Wyotana

 
/ˌwīōˈtanə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a region consisting largely of mountain wilderness lying partly in southern Montana and partly in northern Wyoming.











– origin

 blend of 
Wyoming

 and 
Montana

 .






WYSIWYG

 
/ˈwizēˌwiɡ /

 
wysiwyg





I.
 
adjective






[Computing]

 denoting the representation of text on screen in a form exactly corresponding to its appearance on a printout.











– origin

 1980s: acronym from 
what you see is what you get

 .





wythe

 
/ˈwiTH/





I.
 
noun




a vertical section of bricks or other masonry that is one unit thick.











– origin

 early 18th cent.(as 
with

 ): probably an alteration of width
 .






wyvern

 
/ˈwīvərn/





I.
 
noun






[Heraldry]

 a winged two-legged dragon with a barbed tail.











– origin

 late Middle English (denoting a viper): from Old French 
wivre

 , from Latin 
vipera

 .






X1


 
/eks /

 
x





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twenty-fourth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after W in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
denoting an unknown or unspecified person or thing




•
 
there is nothing in the data to tell us whether X causes Y or Y causes X.










4.
 
(
x

 )
 — (used in describing play in bridge) denoting an unspecified card other than an honor.




5.
 
(usu. 
x

 )
 — the first unknown quantity in an algebraic expression, usually the independent variable.

[the introduction of 
x

 , 
y

 , and 
z

 as symbols of unknown quantities is due to Descartes (
Géométrie

 , 1637), who took 
z

 as the first unknown and then proceeded backward in the alphabet.]




6.
 
(usu. 
x

 )
 — denoting the principal or horizontal axis in a system of coordinates.




7.
 
a cross-shaped written symbol, in particular




8.
 
used to indicate a position on a map or diagram.




9.
 
used to indicate a mistake or incorrect answer.




10.
 
used in a letter or message to symbolize a kiss.




11.
 
used to indicate one's vote on a paper ballot.




12.
 
used in place of the signature of a person who cannot write.




13.
 
a shape like that of a letter X




•
 
two wires in the form of an X




•
 [in 
combination

 ]
 
an 
X-shaped

 cross.










14.
 
the Roman numeral for ten.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
mark or make a sign with an X.




2.
 
overwrite or obliterate with an X or series of X's.




3.
 
make void or annul; invalidate




•
 
we're all 
X-ing

 things 
out

 of our curricula.




















X2


 
/eks/






symbol



1.
 
a rating assigned to movies classified as suitable for adults only.

Replaced in 1990 by NC-17
 .




2.
 
(in systematic names of organisms) hybrid.

[from cross
 (
sense

 3 
of the

 noun).]













-x





I.
 
suffix




forming the plural of many nouns ending in 
-u

 taken from French




•
 
tableaux.

















– origin

 from French.





X-acto knife

 
/iɡˈzaktō ˌnīf/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹trademark›

 a utility knife with a very sharp replaceable blade.











– origin

 1940s: respelling of the adjective exact
 + -o
 .





Xanadu

 
/ˈzanəˌdo͞o/





I.
 
noun




an idealized place of great or idyllic magnificence and beauty




•
 
three architects and a planner combine to create a Xanadu.

















– origin

 alteration of 
Shang-tu

 , the name of an ancient city in what is now the Chinese region of Inner Mongolia, as portrayed in Coleridge's poem 
Kubla Khan

 (1816).





Xanax

 
/ˈzanˌaks/






noun




trademark for alprazolam
 .














Xankändi

 
/ˌKHänkanˈdē/






the capital of Nagorno-Karabakh in southern Azerbaijan; pop. 49,300 (est. 2005).

Russian name Stepanakert
 .









xanthan gum

 
/ˈzanTHən, -ˌTHan/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a substance produced by bacterial fermentation or synthetically and used in foods as a gelling agent and thickener. It is a polysaccharide composed of glucose, mannose, and glucuronic acid.











– origin

 1960s: from the modern Latin name of the bacterium 
Xanthomonas campestris

 + -an
 .





xanthene

 
/ˈzanTHēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a yellowish crystalline compound whose molecule contains two benzene rings joined by a methylene group and an oxygen atom, and whose derivatives include brilliant, often fluorescent dyes such as fluorescein and rhodamines.

[Chem. formula: C13
 H10
 O.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
xanthos

 ‘yellow’ + -ene
 .





xanthic acid

 
/ˌzanTHik ˈasid/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 an organic acid containing the group —OCS2
 H, examples of which are typically reactive solids.








II.
 
derivatives





xanthate

 
/ˈzanˌTHāt /






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: 
xanthic

 from Greek 
xanthos

 ‘yellow’ + -ic
 .






xanthine

 
/ˈzanTHēn ˈzanTHən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


[Biochemistry]

 a crystalline compound that is found in blood and urine and is an intermediate in the metabolic breakdown of nucleic acids to uric acid.

[A purine derivative; chem. formula: C5
 H4
 N4
 O2
 .]




2.
 


[Biochemistry]

 any of the derivatives of this, including caffeine and related alkaloids.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from 
xanthic

 (from Greek 
xanthos

 ‘yellow’ + -ic
 ) + -ine
 4
 .





Xanthippe

 
/zanˈTHipē zanˈtipē /

 
Xantippe






(5th century 
BC

 ), wife of Socrates. Her allegedly bad-tempered behavior toward her husband made her proverbial as a shrew.









xanthoma

 
/zanˈTHōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an irregular yellow patch or nodule on the skin, caused by deposition of lipids.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
xanthos

 ‘yellow’ + -oma
 .





xanthophyll

 
/ˈzanTHəˌfil/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a yellow or brown carotenoid plant pigment that causes the autumn colors of leaves.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
xanthos

 ‘yellow’ + 
phullon

 ‘leaf.’






Xavier, St. Francis

 
/(iɡ)ˈzāvēər/






(1506–52), Spanish Catholic missionary; known as 
the Apostle of the Indies

 . One of the original seven Jesuits, from 1540 he traveled to southern India, Sri Lanka, Malacca, the Moluccas, and Japan, where he made thousands of converts. Feast day, December 3.










x-axis






noun




the principal or horizontal axis of a system of coordinates, points along which have a value of zero for all other coordinates.

Compare with y-axis
 .














X chromosome






noun






[Genetics]

 (in humans and other mammals) a sex chromosome, two of which are normally present in female cells (designated XX) and only one in male cells (designated XY).

Compare with Y chromosome
 .













xd






abbreviation




ex dividend.













Xe






symbol




the chemical element xenon.













xebec

 
/ˈzēbek /

 
zebec





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 a small three-masted Mediterranean sailing ship with lateen and sometimes square sails.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: alteration (influenced by Spanish 
xabeque

 ) of French 
chebec

 , via Italian from Arabic 
šabbāk

 .





Xeloda

 
/zəˈlōdə/






noun




trademark for capecitabine
 .













Xenakis, Iannis

 
/zeˈnäkēs/






(1922–2001), French composer and architect, of Greek descent. He is noted for his use of electronic and aleatory techniques in music.










Xenarthra

 
/zəˈnärTHrə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
an order of mammals that comprises the edentates.

Also called Edentata
 .




II.
 
derivatives





xenarthran

 
/zəˈnärTHrən /






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from xeno-
 ‘strange’ + Greek 
arthron

 ‘joint’ (because of the peculiar accessory articulations in the vertebrae).





xenia

 
/ˈzēnēə/






noun






[Botany]

 the influence or effect of pollen on the endosperm or embryo, resulting in hybrid characteristics in form, color, etc., of the derived seed.













Xenia

 
/ˈzēnyə/






a commercial and industrial city in southwestern Ohio; pop. 27,357 (est. 2008).









Xenical

 
/ˈzenikal/






noun






‹trademark›

 a synthetic drug that blocks pancreatic enzymes used in the digestion of fats, used to treat obesity.














xeno-





I.
 
combining form



1.
 
relating to a foreigner or foreigners




•
 
xenophobia.










2.
 
other; different in origin




•
 
xenograft.

















– origin

 from Greek 
xenos

 ‘stranger, foreigner,’ (adjective) ‘strange.’





xenobiotic

 
/ˌzenəbīˈätik, ˌzēnə-/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or denoting a substance, typically a synthetic chemical, that is foreign to the body or to an ecological system.








II.
 
noun

 — (usu. 
xenobiotics

 )


1.
 
substances that are foreign to the body or to an ecological system.













xenocryst

 
/ˈzenəˌkrist, ˈzēnə-/





I.
 
noun






[Geology]

 a crystal in an igneous rock that is not derived from the original magma.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from xeno-
 ‘foreign’ + crystal
 .






xenogamy

 
/zəˈnäɡəmē/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 fertilization of a flower by pollen from a flower on a genetically different plant.

Compare with geitonogamy
 .








II.
 
derivatives





xenogamous

 
/-məs /






adjective






















xenogeneic

 
/ˌzenōjəˈnē-ik, ˌzēnō-/






adjective






[Immunology]

 denoting, relating to, or involving tissues or cells belonging to individuals of different species.

Compare with allogeneic
 .














xenograft

 
/ˈzenəɡraft/






noun




a tissue graft or organ transplant from a donor of a different species from the recipient.













xenolith

 
/ˈzenəliTH/






noun






[Geology]

 a piece of rock within an igneous rock that is not derived from the original magma but has been introduced from elsewhere, especially the surrounding country rock.













xenology

 
/zeˈnäləjē/





I.
 
noun




(chiefly in science fiction) the scientific study of alien biology, cultures, etc.








II.
 
derivatives





xenologist






noun



















– origin

 1950s: from Greek 
xenos

 ‘stranger, foreigner,’ (adjective) ‘strange.’





xenon

 
/ˈzēˌnän ˈzenˌän/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Xe

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 54, a member of the noble gas series. It is obtained by distillation of liquid air and is used in some specialized electric lamps.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek, neuter of 
xenos

 ‘strange.’





Xenophanes

 
/zəˈnäfəˌnēz/






(
c.

 570–
c.

 480 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. A member of the Eleatic school, he argued for a form of pantheism and criticized belief in anthropomorphic gods.









xenophile

 
/ˈzenəˌfīl, ˈzē-/






noun




an individual who is attracted to foreign peoples, manners, or cultures.













xenophobia

 
/ˌzenəˈfōbēə ˌzēnəˈfōbēə/





I.
 
noun




intense or irrational dislike or fear of people from other countries.








II.
 
derivatives





xenophobe

 
/ˈzēnəˌfōb ˈzenəˌfōb /






noun





















xenophobic

 
/zenəˈfōbik ˌzēnəˈfōbik/






adjective




having or showing a dislike of or prejudice against people from other countries




•
 
the xenophobic undertones of this argument.



















Xenophon

 
/ˈzenəˌfän/






(
c.

 435–
c.

 354 
BC

 ), Greek historian, writer, and military leader. From 401, he fought with Cyrus the Younger against Artaxerxes II. The campaign and retreat are recorded in the 
Anabasis

 . Other notable writings include the 
Hellenica

 , a history of Greece.










Xenopus

 
/ˈzenəpəs/





I.
 
noun




the African clawed frog, much used in embryological research and formerly in pregnancy testing, as it produces eggs in response to substances in the urine of a pregnant woman.

[
Xenopus laevis

 , family 
Pipidae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from xeno-
 ‘strange’ + Greek 
pous

 ‘foot.’





xenotime

 
/ˈzenəˌtīm, ˈzēnə-/





I.
 
noun




a yellowish-brown mineral that occurs in some igneous rocks and consists of a phosphate of yttrium and other rare earth elements.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from xeno-
 , apparently erroneously for Greek 
kenos

 ‘vain, empty,’ + 
timē

 ‘honor’ (because it was wrongly supposed to contain a new metal).





xenotransplantation

 
/zēːnōtransplanˈtāSHn/





I.
 
noun




the process of grafting or transplanting organs or tissues between members of different species.








II.
 
derivatives





xenotransplant

 
/-ˈtransˌplant /






noun





















Xer

 
/ˈeksər/






noun






‹informal›

 another term for Gen Xer
 .














xeric

 
/ˈzi(ə)rik, ˈzer-/





I.
 
adjective






[Ecology]

 (of an environment or habitat) containing little moisture; very dry.

Compare with hydric
 and mesic
 1
 .











– origin

 1920s: from xero-
 ‘dry’ + -ic
 .





xeriscape

 
/ˈzi(ə)rəˌskāp, ˈzerə- /

 

‹chiefly US›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a style of landscape design requiring little or no irrigation or other maintenance, used in arid regions.




2.
 
a garden or landscape requiring little or no irrigation.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
landscape (an area) in a style which requires little or no irrigation.











– origin

 1980s: from xeric
 + -scape
 .






xero-





I.
 
combining form




dry




•
 
xeroderma




•
 
xerophyte.

















– origin

 from Greek 
xēros

 ‘dry.’





xeroderma

 
/ˌzirəˈdərmə/





I.
 
noun




any of various diseases characterized by extreme dryness of the skin, especially a mild form of ichthyosis.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from xero-
 ‘dry’ + Greek 
derma

 ‘skin.’





xeroderma pigmentosum

 
/ˌpiɡmənˈtōsəm, -men-/





I.
 
noun




a rare hereditary defect of the enzyme system that repairs DNA after damage from ultraviolet rays, resulting in extreme sensitivity to sunlight and a tendency to develop skin cancer.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: 
pigmentosum

 , neuter of Latin 
pigmentosus

 ‘pigmented.’






xerography

 
/ziˈräɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




a dry copying process in which black or colored powder adheres to parts of a surface remaining electrically charged after being exposed to light from an image of the document to be copied.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
xerographic

 
/ˌzirəˈɡrafik /






adjective













2.
 
xerographically






adverb





















xerophilous

 
/zəˈräfələs/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 (of a plant or animal) adapted to a very dry climate or habitat, or to conditions where moisture is scarce.








II.
 
derivatives





xerophile

 
/ˈzi(ə)rəˌfīl /






noun





















xerophthalmia

 
/ˌziräfˈTHalmēə ˌziˌräpˈTHalmēə/






noun






[Medicine]

 abnormal dryness of the conjunctiva and cornea of the eye, with inflammation and ridge formation, typically associated with vitamin A deficiency.













xerophyte

 
/ˈzirəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 a plant that needs very little water.








II.
 
derivatives





xerophytic

 
/ˌzi(ə)rəfitik /






adjective





















Xerox

 
/ˈzirˌäks/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹trademark›

 a xerographic copying process.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 a copy made using a xerographic process.




3.
 


‹trademark›

 a machine for copying by xerography.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
copy (a document) using a xerographic process.











– origin

 1950s: an invented name, based on xerography
 .





Xerxes I

 
/ˌzərksēz T͟Həˈfərst/






(
c.

 519–465 
BC

 ), son of Darius I; king of Persia 486–465. He continued his father's attack on the Greeks but was forced to withdraw after defeats at Salamis in 480 and Plataea in 479.









X factor






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a variable in a given situation that could have the most significant impact on the outcome




•
 
the young vote may turn out to be the X factor.










2.
 


‹informal›

 a noteworthy special talent or quality




•
 
there are plenty of luxury cars around, but the S-Type has that special X factor.



















x-height

 
/ˈekshīt/






noun




the height of a lower-case x, considered characteristic of a given typeface or script.













Xhosa

 
/ˈkōsə, ˈkôsə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a South African people traditionally living in the Eastern Cape Province. They form the second largest ethnic group in South Africa after the Zulus.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Xhosa, related to Zulu and spoken by over 7 million people. It is one of the official languages of South Africa.

Also called isiXhosa
 .








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Xhosa or their language.











– origin

 from the stem of Xhosa 
umXhosa

 (plural 
amaXhosa

 ).





XHTML






abbreviation






[Computing]

 Extensible Hypertext Markup Language, an HTML system for tagging text files to achieve font, color, graphic, and hyperlink effects on World Wide Web pages, incorporating user-defined elements.













xi

 
/zī, ksī/






noun



1.
 
the fourteenth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ξ

 , 
ξ

 ), transliterated as ‘x.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Xi

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the fourteenth star in a specified constellation




•
 
Xi Cygni.




















Xiamen

 
/ˈSH(y)äˈmən /

 
Hsia-men






a port in Fujian province, in southeastern China; pop. 961,800 (est. 2006).

Also called Amoy
 .










Xian

 
/SHēˈän /

 
Hsian






an industrial city in central China, capital of Shaanxi province; pop. 3,094,300 (est. 2006). The city has been inhabited since the 11th century 
BC

 , having previously been the capital of the Han, Sui, and Tang dynasties.

Former names Changan
 , Siking
 .









Xiang

 
/ˌSHēˈäNG /

 
Hsiang






noun




a dialect of Chinese spoken by about 36 million people, mainly in Hunan province.













Xingtai

 
/ˌSHiNGˈtī/






a city in northeastern China, south of Shijiazhuang, in the province of Hebei; pop. 563,600 (est. 2006).









Xingú

 
/SHiNGˈɡo͞o/






a South American river that rises in the Mato Grosso of western Brazil and flows north for about 1,230 miles (1,979 km) to join the Amazon delta.









Xining

 
/ˌSHēˈniNG /

 
Hsining






a city in northern central China, capital of Qinghai province; pop. 692,500 (est. 2006).









Xinjiang

 
/ˌSHinˈjaNG/






an autonomous region in northwestern China, on the border with Mongolia and Kazakhstan; pop. 20,950,000 (est. 2007); capital, Urumqi. A remote mountainous region, it includes the Tien Shan and Kunlun Shan mountains, the Taklimakan Desert, and the arid Tarim Basin.









-xion





I.
 
suffix




forming nouns such as 
fluxion

 .











– origin

 from Latin participial stems (see also -ion
 ).





xiphisternum

 
/ˌzifəˈstərnəm/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the lowest part of the sternum; the xiphoid process.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
xiphos

 ‘sword’ + sternum
 .






xiphoid process

 
xiphoid cartilage





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the cartilaginous section at the lower end of the sternum, which is not attached to any ribs and gradually ossifies during adult life.











– origin

 mid 18th cent. (as 
xiphoid cartilage

 ): 
xiphoid

 from Greek 
xiphoeidēs

 , from 
xiphos

 ‘sword.’





X-irradiation

 
/eksiˌrādēˈāSH(ə)n/






noun




irradiation with X-rays.














Xisha Islands

 
/ˈSHēSHä ˌīləndz/






Chinese name for the Paracel Islands
 .










Xizang

 
/SHēˈzäNG/






Chinese name for Tibet
 .









XL

 
/ˈˌeks ˈel/






abbreviation




extra large (as a clothes size).













xlnt





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 excellent




•
 
an xlnt novel




•
 
xlnt show tonight!

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation.





Xmas

 
/ˈkrisməs ˈeksməs/





I.
 
noun




informal term for Christmas
 .











– origin

 
X

 representing the initial chi of Greek 
Khristos

 ‘Christ.’





XML

 
/eksemˈel/





I.
 
noun






[Computing]

 a metalanguage which allows users to define their own customized markup languages, especially in order to display documents on the Internet.











– origin

 1990s: short for 
Extensible Markup Language

 .





XMS






abbreviation




extended memory system, a system for increasing the amount of memory available to a computer.













XO






abbreviation






[Military]

 executive officer.














XOR






noun




another term for exclusive OR
 .













x-radiation






noun



1.
 
treatment with or exposure to X-rays.




2.
 
radiation in the form of X-rays.













X-rated

 
/ˈeksˌrādəd/






adjective



1.
 
pornographic or indecent




•
 
there was some X-rated humor.










2.
 
(of a movie) given an X classification (see X
 2
 ).













X-ray

 
/ˈeksˌrā /

 
x-ray
 , X ray





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an electromagnetic wave of high energy and very short wavelength, which is able to pass through many materials opaque to light.

[X-rays were formerly defined in terms of their wavelength, radiation of shorter wavelength than theirs being classed as gamma rays. They are now usually defined in terms of the mode of production: X-rays are produced by the deceleration of charged particles, especially electrons, or by electron transitions in atoms, while gamma rays arise from the radioactive decay of atomic nuclei.]




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 denoting an apparent or supposed faculty for seeing beyond an outward form




•
 
you didn't need X-ray eyes to know what was going on.










3.
 
a photographic or digital image of the internal composition of something, especially a part of the body, produced by X-rays being passed through it and being absorbed to different degrees by different materials.




4.
 
an act of photographing someone with an X-ray




•
 
he will have an X-ray today




•
 
would you send her for X-ray?










5.
 
a code word representing the letter X, used in radio communication.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
photograph or examine with X-rays




•
 
luggage bound for the hold is X-rayed.

















– origin

 translation of German 
X-Strahlen

 (plural), from 
X-

 (because, when discovered in 1895, the nature of the rays was unknown) + 
Strahl

 ‘ray.’





X-ray astronomy






noun




the branch of astronomy concerned with the detection and measurement of high-energy electromagnetic radiation emitted by celestial objects.













X-ray crystallography






noun




the study of crystals and their structure by means of X-ray diffraction.













X-ray diffraction






noun




the scattering of X-rays by the regularly spaced atoms of a crystal, useful in obtaining information about the structure of the crystal.













X-ray fish






noun




a small almost transparent freshwater fish with an opaque body cavity. Native to South America, it is popular in aquariums.

[
Pristella maxillaris

 , family 
Characidae

 .]













X-ray microscope






noun




an instrument that uses X-rays to produce a magnified image.













X-ray telescope






noun




a telescope designed to detect sources of X-rays.













X-ray therapy






noun




medical treatment of a disease using controlled doses of X-rays.













X-ray tube






noun






[Physics]

 a device for generating X-rays by accelerating electrons to high energies and causing them to strike a metal target from which the X-rays are emitted.













xu

 
/so͞o/





I.
 
noun




a monetary unit of Vietnam, equal to one hundredth of a dong.











– origin

 Vietnamese, from French 
sou

 .






Xuzhou

 
/ˌSHo͞oˈjō /

 
Hsu-chou






a city in Jiangsu province, in eastern China; pop. 1,536,500 (est. 2006).

Former name (1912–45) Tongshan
 .









XXL






abbreviation




extra extra large (as a clothes size).













xylan

 
/ˈzīlan/






noun




a polysaccharide found in plant cell walls that hydrolyzes to xylose.













xylem

 
/ˈzīləm/





I.
 
noun






[Botany]

 the vascular tissue in plants that conducts water and dissolved nutrients upward from the root and also helps to form the woody element in the stem.

Compare with phloem
 .











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
xulon

 ‘wood’ + the passive suffix 
-ēma

 .






xylene

 
/ˈzīlēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a volatile liquid hydrocarbon obtained by distilling wood, coal tar, or petroleum, and used in fuels and solvents, and in chemical synthesis.

[Alternative name: 
dimethylbenzene

 ; chem. formula: C6
 H4
 (CH3
 )2
 ; three isomers.]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from xylo-
 ‘of wood’ + -ene
 .





xylidine

 
/ˈzīliˌdēn, -din, ˈzili-/






noun



1.
 
any one of six isomeric compounds that are derived from xylene and used in the manufacture of dyes.

[Chem. formula: (CH3
 )2
 C6
 H3
 NH2
 .]




2.
 
a mixture of xylidine isomers in the form of an oily liquid.













xylitol

 
/ˈzīləˌtôl, -ˌtäl/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a sweet-tasting crystalline alcohol derived from xylose, present in some plant tissues and used as an artificial sweetener in foods.

[Chem. formula: CH2
 OH(CHOH)3
 CH2
 OH.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from xylose
 + -ite
 1
 + -ol
 .






xylo-





I.
 
combining form




of or relating to wood




•
 
xylophagous




•
 
xylophone.

















– origin

 from Greek 
xulon

 ‘wood.’





xylography

 
/zīˈläɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun






‹rare›

 the art of making woodcuts or wood engravings, especially by a relatively primitive technique.








II.
 
derivatives





xylographic

 
/ˌzīləˈɡrafik /






adjective





















xylophagous

 
/zīˈläfəɡəs/






adjective






[Zoology]

 (especially of an insect larva or mollusk) feeding on or boring into wood.













xylophone

 
/ˈzīləˌfōn/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument played by striking a row of wooden bars of graduated length with one or more small wooden or plastic mallets.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
xylophonic

 
/ˌzīləˈfänik /






adjective













2.
 
xylophonist

 
/ˈzīləˌfōnəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from xylo-
 ‘of wood’ + -phone
 .






xylose

 
/ˈzīlōs ˈzīˌlōz/






noun






[Chemistry]

 a sugar of the pentose class that occurs widely in plants, especially as a component of hemicelluloses.













XYZ Affair






an incident in Franco-American relations in which a bribery attempt perpetrated by French agents in 1797 led the US to the brink of formal war with France.

In 1797, President John Adams sent delegates Elbridge Gerry, John Marshall, and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney to France in order to negotiate a peaceful resolution of problems that existed between the two nations. The US delegates were informed by three French agents that negotiations could not begin until the US granted a $10 million loan to the French government and paid $250,000 to French foreign minister Talleyrand. The US delegation refused the French demands and negotiations were suspended. In 1798, the delegation's dispatches regarding the incident were made public. These documents, in which the French agents were identified only as X, Y, and Z, incited American outrage and precipitated an undeclared naval war (1798–1800) between the US and France. A treaty in 1800 finally averted a major war.









y

 
/yes/






abbreviation




year(s)




•
 
orbital period (Pluto): 248.5y.



















Y1


 
/wī /

 
y






noun



1.
 
the twenty-fifth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after X in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
denoting a second unknown or unspecified person or thing




•
 
the claim that chemical X causes birth defect Y.










4.
 
(usu. 
y

 )
 — the second unknown quantity in an algebraic expression, usually the dependent variable.

[the introduction of 
x

 , 
y

 , and 
z

 as symbols of unknown quantities is due to Descartes (see X
 1
 ).]




5.
 
(usu. 
y

 )
 — denoting the secondary or vertical axis in a system of coordinates


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the 
y

 
-axis

 .










6.
 
(
Y

 )
 — a shape like that of a capital Y


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
rows of tiny 
Y-shaped

 motifs.



















Y2


 
/wī/





I.
 
abbreviation



1.
 
yen




•
 
Y140.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a YMCA, YWCA, YMHA, or YWHA facility




•
 
Scott was living at the Y.














II.
 
symbol




the chemical element yttrium.














-y1


 
/ē/





I.
 
suffix

 — [
forming adjectives

 :]


1.
 
(from nouns and adjectives). full of; having the quality of




•
 
messy




•
 
milky




•
 
mousy.










2.
 
with depreciatory reference




•
 
boozy




•
 
tinny.










3.
 
(from verbs) inclined to; apt to




•
 
sticky.

















– origin

 Old English 
-ig

 , of Germanic origin.






-y2


 
-ey
 , -ie





I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming diminutive nouns and adjectives, nicknames, hypocoristics, etc.




•
 
aunty




•
 
Tommy




•
 
nightie.










2.
 
forming verbs




•
 
shinny.

















– origin

 Middle English: originally Scots.






-y3






I.
 
suffix



1.
 
forming nouns:




2.
 
denoting a state, condition, or quality




•
 
glory




•
 
jealousy




•
 
orthodoxy.










3.
 
denoting an action or its result




•
 
blasphemy




•
 
victory.

















– origin

 from French 
-ie

 , from Latin 
-ia

 , 
-ium

 , or Greek 
-eia

 , 
-ia

 .





ya

 
/yə/






pronoun, possessive determiner




nonstandard spelling of you
 or your
 , used to represent informal pronunciation:




•
 
see ya later.



















yabber

 
/ˈyabər/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 chatter.











– origin

 probably from Wuywurung (an Aboriginal language).





YAC






abbreviation






[Biology]

 yeast artificial chromosome.













yacht

 
/yät/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a medium-sized sailboat equipped for cruising or racing.




2.
 
[with 
modifier

 ]
 — a powered boat or small ship equipped for cruising, typically for private or official use




•
 
a steam yacht.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
race or cruise in a yacht.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: from early modern Dutch 
jaghte

 , from 
jaghtschip

 ‘fast pirate ship,’ from 
jag(h)t

 ‘hunting’ + 
schip

 ‘ship.’





yachting

 
/ˈyädiNG/






noun




the sport or pastime of racing or sailing in yachts.













yachtsman

 
/ˈyätsmən/






noun




a man who sails yachts.













yachtswoman

 
/ˈyätsˌwo͝omən/






noun




a woman who sails yachts.













yackety-yak

 
/ˌyakədēˈyak /

 
yackety-yack





I.
 
noun, verb




another term for yak
 2
 .











– origin

 1950s: imitative.





yadda yadda yadda

 
/ˌyädə ˌyädə ˈyädə/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 used as a substitute for actual words where they are too lengthy or tedious to recite in full




•
 
boy meets girl, boy loses girl, yadda yadda yadda.

















– origin

 1940s: imitative of meaningless chatter.





Yadkin River

 
/ˌyadkin ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 200 miles (320 km) through western North Carolina to join the Uwharrie River to form the Pee Dee River.










Yafo

 
/ˈyäfō/






Hebrew name for Jaffa
 .









YAG

 
/yaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a synthetic crystal of yttrium aluminum garnet, used in certain lasers and as an imitation diamond in jewelry.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
yttrium aluminum garnet

 .





yagé

 
/ˈyäˌZHā, ˈyäˌhā/





I.
 
noun




another term for ayahuasca
 .











– origin

 1920s: from American Spanish.





Yagi antenna

 
/ˈyäɡē, ˈyaɡē/





I.
 
noun




a highly directional radio antenna made of several short rods mounted across an insulating support and transmitting or receiving a narrow band of frequencies.











– origin

 1940s: named after Hidetsugu 
Yagi

 (1886–1976), Japanese engineer.





yah1


 
/yä/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 an upper-class person




•
 
the cafe is full of yahs whose daddies own chateaux in France.

















– origin

 representation of a pronunciation of ‘yes’ in British upper-class speech.





yah2


 
/yä/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing derision




•
 
yah, you missed!

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the early 17th cent.





yahoo1


 
/yäˈho͞o/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a rude, noisy, or violent person.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: from the name of an imaginary race of brutish creatures in Swift's 
Gulliver's Travels

 (1726).






yahoo2


 
/yäˈho͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing great joy or excitement




•
 
yahoo—my plan worked!

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the 1970s.





yahrzeit

 
/ˈyärˌtsīt, ˈyôr-/





I.
 
noun




(among Jews) the anniversary of someone's death, especially a parent's.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Yiddish, literally ‘anniversary time.’






Yahweh

 
/ˈyäˌwā /

 
Yahveh





I.
 
noun




a form of the Hebrew name of God used in the Bible. The name came to be regarded by Jews (
c.

 300 
BC

 ) as too sacred to be spoken, and the vowel sounds are uncertain.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
YHWH

 with added vowels; compare with Jehovah
 .






Yahwist

 
/ˈyäwist, -vist /

 
Yahvist






noun




the postulated author or authors of parts of the first six books of the Bible, in which God is regularly named 
Yahweh

 .

Compare with Elohist
 .













yajna

 
/ˌyəjn(y)ə /

 
yagna





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 a ritual sacrifice with a specific objective.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
yajña

 ‘worship, sacrifice.’





Yajur Veda

 
/ˈyəjo͝or ˈvādə, ˈvēdə /

 

‹Hinduism›






I.
 
one of the four Vedas, based on a collection of sacrificial formulae in early Sanskrit used in the Vedic religion by the priest in charge of sacrificial ritual.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
yajus

 ‘sacrificial formula’ and Veda
 .





yak1


 
/yak/





I.
 
noun




a large domesticated wild ox with shaggy hair, humped shoulders, and large horns, used in Tibet as a pack animal and for its milk, meat, and hide.

[Genus 
Bos

 , family 
Bovidae

 ; the domesticated 
B. grunniens

 , descended from the wild 
B. mutus

 , which rarely is still found at high altitude.]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Tibetan 
gyag

 .






yak2


 
/yak /

 

‹informal›


 
yack
 , yackety-yak





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a trivial or unduly persistent conversation.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk at length about trivial or boring subjects.











– origin

 1950s: imitative.





Yakima1


 
/ˈyakəmə, -ˌmô/






a commercial and industrial city in south central Washington; pop. 84,074 (est. 2008).









Yakima2






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a North American Indian people of south central Washington State.




2.
 
the Sahaptin dialect of the Yakima.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yakima or their language.











– origin

 unknown, but possibly from a Salish language.





yakisoba

 
/ˌyäkēˈsōbə/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of fried noodles, vegetables, and meat, served with a thick, sweetish sauce.




•
 
dishes such as red curry soup, yakisoba, and pad thai taste fresh and honest.

















– origin

 Japanese, from 
yaki

 ‘grilling, frying’ + soba
 (here referring to wheat rather than buckwheat noodles, originally as part of a longer Japanese term).





yakitori

 
/ˌyäkiˈtôrē/





I.
 
noun




a Japanese dish of chicken pieces grilled on a skewer.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
yaki

 ‘grilling, toasting’ + 
tori

 ‘bird.’





Yakut

 
/ˌyaˈko͝ot/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an indigenous people living in scattered settlements in northern Siberia.




2.
 
the Turkic language of the Yakut.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yakut or their language.











– origin

 via Russian from Yakut.






Yakutia

 
/yaˈko͞oSHə/






an autonomous republic in eastern Russia; pop. 948,400 (est. 2009); capital, Yakutsk. It is the coldest inhabited region in the world, with 40 percent of its territory lying north of the Arctic Circle.

Official name Sakha, Republic of
 .









Yakutsk

 
/yəˈko͝otsk/






a city in eastern Russia, on the Lena River, capital of the republic of Yakutia; pop. 255,800 (est. 2008).









yakuza

 
/yäˈko͞ozə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Japanese gangster or racketeer.




2.
 
a Japanese organized crime syndicate similar to the Mafia.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
ya

 ‘eight’ + 
ku

 ‘nine’ + 
za

 ‘three,’ referring to the worst hand in a gambling game.





Yale

 
/yāl /

 
Yale lock





I.
 
noun

 — [often as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a type of lock with a latch bolt and a flat key with a serrated edge.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after Linus 
Yale

 , Jr., who invented the mechanism it uses.





Yale, Elihu

 
/yāl/






(1649–1721), English colonial administrator. He was a large benefactor of the Collegiate School in Saybrook, Connecticut, which was named Yale College in his honor in 1718, after its move to New Haven.









Yale, Linus






Jr. (1821–68), US inventor and manufacturer. He invented the pin tumbler cylinder lock and the combination lock. In 1868, he cofounded the Yale Lock Manufacturing Company.









Yale University






an Ivy League university in New Haven, Connecticut, founded in 1701.









Yalie

 
/ˈyālē/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a student or graduate of Yale University.













y'all

 
/yôl/






contraction




you-all.













Yalta Conference

 
/ˈyôltə, ˈyäl-/






a meeting between the Allied leaders Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin in February 1945 at Yalta, a Crimean port on the Black Sea. The leaders planned the final stages of World War II and agreed on the subsequent territorial division of Europe.









Yalu

 
/ˈyälo͞o/






a river in eastern Asia that rises in the mountains of Jilin province in northeastern China and flows southwest for about 500 miles (800 km) to the Yellow Sea. It forms most of the border between China and North Korea. In November 1950, the advance of UN troops toward the Yalu River precipitated the Chinese invasion of North Korea.









yam

 
/yam/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the edible starchy tuber of a climbing plant, widely distributed in tropical and subtropical countries.




2.
 
the plant that yields the yam.

[Genus 
Dioscorea

 , family 
Dioscoreaceae

 : many species.]




3.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a sweet potato.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Portuguese 
inhame

 or obsolete Spanish 
iñame

 , probably of West African origin.





Yama

 
/ˈyəmə, ˈyämə/





I.
 
(in Hindu legend) the first man to die. He became the guardian, judge, and ruler of the dead, and is represented as carrying a noose and riding a buffalo.







– origin

 from Sanskrit 
yama

 ‘restraint’ (from 
yam

 ‘restrain’).





Yamamoto, Isoroku

 
/ˌyäməˈmōtō/






(1884–1943), Japanese admiral. As commander in chief of the combined fleet (air and naval forces) from 1939, he was responsible for planning the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.









Yamasaki, Minoru

 
/ˌyäməˈsäkē/






(1912–86), US architect. He designed the barrel-vaulted St. Louis Municipal Airport terminal in 1956 and the World Trade Center in New York in 1972.









Yamato-e

 
/yäˈmädōˌā/





I.
 
noun




a style of decorative painting in Japan during the 12th and early 13th centuries, characterized by strong color and flowing lines.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
Yamato

 ‘Japan’ + 
e

 ‘picture.’





yamen

 
/ˈyämən/






noun






‹informal›

 the office or residence of a public official in the Chinese Empire.














yammer

 
/ˈyamər/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 loud and sustained or repetitive noise




•
 
the yammer of their animated conversation




•
 
the yammer of enemy fire.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 make a loud repetitive noise.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 talk volubly.








III.
 
derivatives





yammerer






noun



















– origin

 late Middle English (as a verb meaning ‘lament, cry out’): alteration of earlier 
yomer

 (from Old English 
geōmrian

 ‘to lament’) suggested by Middle Dutch 
jammeren

 .





Yamoussoukro

 
/ˌyäməˈso͞okrō/






the capital of Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast); pop. 110,000 (est. 2008). It replaced Abidjan as the capital in 1983.









yampa

 
/ˈyampə/






noun




a wild plant of the parsley family, native to central and western North America, that has an edible root. It has clusters of small white flowers somewhat resembling Queen Anne's lace.

[
Perideridia gairdneri

 , family 
Umbelliferae

 .]













Yampa River

 
/ˌyampə ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 250 miles (400 km) across northwestern Colorado to join the Green River.










yampee

 
/ˈyampē/






noun




another term for cush-cush
 .














Yamuna

 
/ˈyəmo͝onə/






Hindi name for Jumna
 .









Yancheng

 
/yanˈCHəNG /

 
Yen-cheng






a city in Jiangsu province, in eastern China; pop. 765,400 (est. 2006).










yang

 
/yaNG yäNG/





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese philosophy) the active male principle of the universe, characterized as male and creative and associated with heaven, heat, and light.

Contrasted with yin
 .











– origin

 from Chinese 
yáng

 ‘male genitals,’ ‘sun,’ ‘positive.’






Yangon

 
/ˌyäNGˈɡōn/






Burmese name for Rangoon
 .










Yangtze

 
/ˈyäNG(k)tsē/






the principal river in China. It rises as the Jinsha in the Tibetan highlands and flows south and then east for 3,964 miles (6,380 km) through central China before it enters the East China Sea at Shanghai.

Also called Chang Jiang
 .









yank

 
/yaNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
pull with a jerk




•
 
her hair was yanked, and she screamed




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
he yanked her to her feet




•
 [no 
obj.

 ]
 
Liz 
yanked at

 her arm.














II.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a sudden hard pull




•
 
one of the other girls gave her ponytail a yank.

















– origin

 late 18th cent. (as a Scots word in the sense ‘sudden sharp blow’): of unknown origin.





Yank

 
/yaNGk/






noun



1.
 


‹chiefly derogatory›

 a person who lives in, or is from, the US.




2.
 


(US)

 another term for Yankee
 (
sense

 2).














Yankee

 
/ˈyaNGkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹often derogatory›

 a person who lives in, or is from, the US.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(US)

 an inhabitant of New England or one of the northern states.




3.
 


‹informal›

 
‹historical›

 a Union soldier in the Civil War.




4.
 


‹informal›

 a code word representing the letter Y, used in radio communication.




5.
 
(also 
Yankee jib

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 
[Sailing]

 a large jib set forward of a staysail in light winds.




6.
 


‹informal›

 a bet on four or more horses to win (or be placed) in different races.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: origin uncertain; recorded in the late 17th cent. as a nickname; perhaps from Dutch 
Janke

 , diminutive of 
Jan

 ‘John.’





Yankee Doodle

 
/ˌyaNGkē ˈdo͞odl/






noun



1.
 
(also 
Yankee Doodle Dandy

 )
 — a song popular during the American Revolution. Informally regarded as a national song, it is the official state song of Connecticut.




2.
 


(Brit.)

 another term for Yankee
 (
sense

 1).













Yankton

 
/ˈyaNGktən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Great Plains of North and South Dakota.




2.
 
the Siouan language of the Yankton.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yankton or their language.











– origin

 from Sioux 
ihãkthũwã

 , literally ‘those dwelling at the end.’





Yanktonai

 
/ˌyaNGktəˈnī/






noun



1.
 
a Sioux people now living in the Dakotas and eastern Montana, formerly living in northern Minnesota.




2.
 
a member of the Yanktonai.













Yanomami

 
/ˌyänəˈmämē /

 
Yanomamö





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living mainly in the forests of southern Venezuela and northern Brazil.




2.
 
either of the two related languages of the Yanomami.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yanomami or their language.











– origin

 the name in Yanomami, literally ‘people.’





Yanqui

 
/ˈyaNGkē/






noun




variant spelling of Yankee
 , typically used in Latin American contexts.














Yantai

 
/ˌyanˈtī /

 
Yen-tai






a port in eastern China, on the Yellow Sea, in Shandong province; pop. 1,258,100 (est. 2006).

Former name Chefoo
 .









yantra

 
/ˈyəntrə, ˈyan-, ˈyän-/





I.
 
noun




a geometric diagram, or any object, used as an aid to meditation in tantric worship.











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘device for holding or fastening.’





Yao

 
/you/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a mountain-dwelling people of southern China.




2.
 
the language of the Yao.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yao or their language.











– origin

 from Chinese 
Yáo

 , literally ‘precious jade.’





Yaoundé

 
/ˌyounˈdā/






the capital of Cameroon; pop. 1,611,000 (est. 2007).









yap

 
/yap/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a sharp, shrill bark




•
 
the dachshunds yapped at his heels.










2.
 


‹informal›

 talk at length in an irritating manner.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a sharp, shrill bark.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a person's mouth




•
 
he should 
keep his yap shut

 .










3.
 
loud, irritating talk




•
 
she'll give you a lot of yap.














III.
 
derivatives





yapper






noun



















– origin

 early 17th cent. (denoting a dog that yaps): imitative.






yapok

 
/yəˈpäk /

 
yapock





I.
 
noun




a semiaquatic carnivorous opossum with dark-banded gray fur and webbed hind feet, native to tropical America.

Also called water opossum
 . [
Chironectes minimus

 , family 
Didelphidae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from 
Oyapock

 , the name of a northern Brazilian river.





yapp

 
/yap/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 a form of bookbinding with a limp leather cover projecting to fold over the edges of the leaves, typically used for bibles.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after William 
Yapp

 , a London bookseller, for whom this style of binding was first made (
c.

 1860).





yappy

 
/ˈyapē/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of a dog) inclined to bark in a sharp, shrill way.




2.
 


‹informal›

 inclined to talk foolishly or at length.













Yaqui

 
/ˈyäkē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of northwestern Mexico and Arizona.




2.
 
the Uto-Aztecan language of the Yaqui.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yaqui or their language.











– origin

 Spanish, from earlier 
Hiaquis

 , from Yaqui 
Hiaki

 .





yarak

 
/ˈyerak/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
in yarak

 )


1.
 
(of a trained hawk) fit and in a proper condition for hunting.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Persian 
yārakī

 ‘strength, ability’ or from Turkish 
yaraǧ

 ‘readiness.’





yarborough

 
/ˈyärb(ə)rə ˈyärˌbərō/





I.
 
noun




(in bridge or whist) a hand with no card above a nine.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: named after the Earl of 
Yarborough

 (died 1897), said to have bet 1000 to 1 against its occurrence.






yard1


 
/yärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(abbr.: 
yd.

 )
 — a unit of linear measure equal to 3 feet (0.9144 meter).




2.
 
(
yards of

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a great length




•
 
yards and yards of fine lace.










3.
 
a square or cubic yard, especially of sand or other building materials.




4.
 
a cloth measure, of three feet in length and varying widths.




5.
 
a cylindrical spar, tapering to each end, slung across a ship's mast for a sail to hang from.




6.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 100 dollars; a 100 dollar bill.








II.
 
phrases





by the yard






in large numbers or quantities




•
 
golf continues to inspire books by the yard.





















– origin

 Old English 
gerd

 (in 
sense

 2); related to Dutch 
gard

 ‘twig, rod’ and German 
Gerte

 .






yard2


 
/yärd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a piece of ground adjoining a building or house.




2.
 
an area of ground surrounded by walls or buildings.




3.
 
an area of land used for a particular purpose or business




•
 
a storage yard.










4.
 
an area where deer or moose gather as a herd for the winter.








II.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 store or transport (timber) in or to a log yard.




2.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 (of deer or moose) gather as a herd for the winter.








III.
 
phrases





the Yard








(Brit.)

 informal term for Scotland Yard
 .















– origin

 Old English 
geard

 ‘building, home, region,’ from a Germanic base related to Russian 
gorod

 ‘town.’ Compare with garden
 and orchard
 .





yardage

 
/ˈyärdij/






noun



1.
 
a distance or length measured in yards




•
 
the caddie was working out yardages from tee to green.










2.
 


[Football]

 the distance covered in advancing the ball.




3.
 


‹archaic›

 the use of a yard or enclosure for storage or the keeping of animals or payment for such use.













yardang

 
/ˈyärˌdäNG, -ˌdaNG/





I.
 
noun




a sharp irregular ridge of compact sand lying in the direction of the prevailing wind in exposed desert regions, formed by the wind erosion of adjacent material that is less resistant.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: Turkic; compare with Turkish 
yar

 ‘steep bank.’





yardarm

 
/ˈyärdˌärm/





I.
 
noun




the outer extremity of a ship's yard.








II.
 
phrases





the sun is over the yardarm








‹dated›

 used to refer to the time of day when it is permissible to begin drinking.

















yardbird

 
/ˈyärdbərd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a new military recruit, especially one assigned to menial tasks.




2.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a convict.




3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a chicken.











– origin

 1940s: perhaps suggested by jailbird
 .





yardman

 
/ˈyärdman/






noun



1.
 
a person working in a railroad or lumberyard.




2.
 


(US)

 a person who does various outdoor jobs.













yardmaster

 
/ˈyärdˌmastər/






noun




a person who is in charge of a railroad yard.













yard of ale






noun



1.
 
the amount of ale or beer (typically two to three pints) held by a narrow glass about a yard high.




2.
 
a narrow glass about a yard high for drinking ale or beer.













yard sale

 
/ˈyärd ˌsāl/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 a garage sale.













yardstick

 
/ˈyärdˌstik/






noun



1.
 
a measuring rod a yard long, typically divided into inches.




2.
 
a standard used for comparison




•
 
the consumer price index, the government's yardstick for the cost of living.



















yare

 
/yär, yer/





I.
 
adjective






(US)

 (of a ship) responding promptly to the helm; easily manageable.











– origin

 Old English 
gearu

 ‘prepared, ready,’ of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gaar

 ‘done, dressed’ and German 
gar

 ‘ready.’





Yarmouth

 
/ˈyärməTH/






a resort town in southeastern Massachusetts, on southern Cape Cod; pop. 23,778 (est. 2008).










yarmulke

 
/ˈyämə(l)kə /

 
yarmulka





I.
 
noun




a skullcap worn in public by Orthodox Jewish men or during prayer by other Jewish men.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: from Yiddish 
yarmolke

 .





yarn

 
/yärn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
spun thread used for knitting, weaving, or sewing.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a long or rambling story, especially one that is implausible.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 tell a long or implausible story




•
 
they were yarning about local legends and superstitions.














III.
 
phrases





spin a yarn






see spin
 .















– origin

 Old English 
gearn

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
garen

 .





yarn-bomb





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
cover (an object or structure in a public place) with decorative knitted or crocheted material, as a form of street art




•
 
knitters have yarn-bombed the trees on 175th Street




•
 (as 
adj.

 
yarn-bombed

 )
 
a yarn-bombed lamp post.














II.
 
derivatives





yarn-bomber






noun





















yarn bombing






noun




the action or activity of covering objects or structures in public places with decorative knitted or crotcheted material, as a form of street art.




•
 
yarn bombing has become increasingly popular as a way to brighten up our surroundings.



















yarn-dyed






adjective




(of fabric) dyed as yarn, before being woven.













Yaroslavl

 
/ˌyärəˈslävəl/






a port in western Russia, on the Volga River, northeast of Nizhni Novgorod; pop. 605,200 (est. 2008).









yarrow

 
/ˈyerō/





I.
 
noun




a Eurasian plant of the daisy family, with feathery leaves and heads of small white, yellow, or pink aromatic flowers.

Also called milfoil
 . [
Achillea millefolium

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 Old English 
gearwe

 ; related to Dutch 
gerwe

 .





yashmak

 
/ˈyaSHˌmak yäSHˈmäk/





I.
 
noun




a veil concealing all of the face except the eyes, worn by some Muslim women in public.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: via Arabic from Turkish.





Yastrzemski, Carl

 
/yəˈstremskē/






(1939–) US baseball player; known as 
Yaz

 ; full name 
Carl Michael Yastrzemski

 . With the Boston Red Sox from 1961 until 1983, he had 452 career home runs and 3,419 career hits. Baseball Hall of Fame (1989).









yataghan

 
/ˈyatəɡən, -ˌɡan/





I.
 
noun






‹chiefly historical›

 a sword without a guard and typically with a double-curved blade, used in Muslim countries.











– origin

 from Turkish 
yataǧan

 .





yatra

 
/ˈyätrə/





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a procession or pilgrimage, especially one with a religious purpose.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
yātrā

 ‘journey,’ from 
yā

 ‘go.’





yatter

 
/ˈyadər /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
talk incessantly; chatter.








II.
 
noun




incessant talk.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative, perhaps suggested by yammer
 and chatter
 .






yaupon

 
/ˈyôˌpän, ˈyo͞o- /

 
yaupon holly





I.
 
noun




a holly of the southern US. Sometimes dried and brewed as a tea, its bitter leaves contain caffeine and have emetic properties.

[
Ilex vomitoria

 , family 
Aquifoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 18th cent.: from Catawba (a Siouan language spoken in South Carolina) 
yopún

 , diminutive of 
yop

 ‘tree, shrub.’






yautia

 
/youˈtēə/





I.
 
noun




a tropical American plant of the arum family that is cultivated for its edible tubers and sometimes its leaves.

[Genus 
Xanthosoma

 , family 
Araceae

 : several species, in particular the fleshy-leaved 
malanga

 (
X. atrovirens

 ) of Latin America.]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: American Spanish, from Maya 
yaaj

 ‘wound, poison’ + 
té

 ‘mouth’ with reference to its caustic properties.





yaw

 
/yô/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(of a moving ship or aircraft) twist or oscillate about a vertical axis


[with 
adverbial of direction

 ]


•
 
the jet yawed sharply to the right.














II.
 
noun




a twisting or oscillation of a moving ship or aircraft around a vertical axis.











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.






yawl

 
/yôl/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a two-masted fore-and-aft-rigged sailboat with the mizzenmast stepped far aft so that the mizzen boom overhangs the stern.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a ship's jolly boat with four or six oars.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: from Middle Low German 
jolle

 or Dutch 
jol

 , of unknown origin; compare with jolly
 2
 .





yawn

 
/yôn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
involuntarily open one's mouth wide and inhale deeply due to tiredness or boredom




•
 
he began yawning and looking at his watch.










2.
 
(usu. as 
adj.

 
yawning

 )
 — be wide open




•
 
a yawning chasm.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
a reflex act of opening one's mouth wide and inhaling deeply due to tiredness or boredom.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a thing that is considered boring or tedious




•
 
the awards show was a four-hour yawn.














III.
 
derivatives





yawningly

 
/ˈyôniNGlē /






adverb



















– origin

 Old English 
geonian

 , of Germanic origin, from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
hiare

 and Greek 
khainein

 . Current noun senses date from the early 18th cent.





yawner

 
/ˈyônər/






noun






‹informal›

 a thing that is considered extremely boring




•
 
the game was a real yawner.



















yawny

 
/ˈyônē/






adjective




characterized by or producing yawning




•
 
I am incredibly tired and yawny




•
 
all the material is very yawny.



















yawp

 
/yôp/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a harsh or hoarse cry or yelp.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 foolish or noisy talk.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
shout or exclaim hoarsely.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 talk foolishly or noisily.








III.
 
derivatives





yawper






noun



















– origin

 Middle English (as a verb): imitative. The noun dates from the early 19th cent.






yaws

 
/yôz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a contagious disease of tropical countries, caused by a bacterium that enters skin abrasions and gives rise to small crusted lesions that may develop into deep ulcers.

Also called frambesia
 . [The bacterium is the spirochete 
Treponema pallidum

 subsp. 
pertenue

 .]











– origin

 late 17th cent.: probably from Carib 
yaya

 .






y-axis






noun




the secondary or vertical axis of a system of coordinates, points along which have a value of zero for all other coordinates.

Compare with x-axis
 .













yay1


 
/yā/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing triumph, approval, or encouragement




•
 
Yay! Great, Julie!

















– origin

 1960s: perhaps an alteration of yeah
 .






yay2


 
/yā /

 
yea





I.
 
adverb






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (with adjectives of measure) so; to this extent




•
 
I knew him when he was yay big.

















– origin

 1960s: probably a variant of the adverb yea
 1
 .





ya-yas

 
/ˈyäyäz/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (in phrase 
get your ya-yas out

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 enjoy yourself in an uninhibited way.











– origin

 1970s: from 
Get Yer Ya-Yas Out!

 , the title of an album (1970) by the Rolling Stones, adapted from a reference to 
yas yas

 , a euphemism for ass
 2
 .





Yazidi

 
/yəˈzēdē /

 
Yezidi





I.
 
noun




a member of a Kurdish people living chiefly in Iraq, Syria, Armenia, and Georgia and adhering to an ancient monotheistic religion




•
 
many Yazidis have recently moved to villages further west




•
 
Karim is a Yazidi, a member of an ancient religious minority.














II.
 
adjective




denoting or relating to the Yazidi




•
 
a Yazidi village




•
 
the Yezidi religion.

















– origin

 Ottoman Turkish 
Yezidi

 and Persian 
Yazīdī

 , probably from the name of 
Yazīd

 b. Mu‘āwiya (644–83), the second caliph of the Umayyad dynasty, who is venerated by Yazidis as a founding figure of the religion.





Yazoo River

 
/yaˌzo͞o ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 190 miles (305 km) from northern Mississippi to join the Mississippi River at Vicksburg. The fertile land between the rivers is the Mississippi Delta or 
Yazoo Delta

 .









Yb






symbol




the chemical element ytterbium.













YB






abbreviation






[Computing]

 yottabyte(s).













Ybor City

 
/ēˌbôr ˈsidē/






an industrial and commercial section of Tampa in Florida, noted for its Cuban culture and cigar industry.










Y chromosome






noun






[Genetics]

 (in humans and other mammals) a sex chromosome that is normally present only in male cells, which are designated XY.

Compare with X chromosome
 .













yclept

 
/iˈklept/





I.
 
adjective

 — [
predic.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 by the name of




•
 
a lady yclept Eleanora.

















– origin

 Old English 
gecleopod

 , past participle of 
cleopian

 ‘call,’ of Germanic origin.





yd.






abbreviation




yard (measure).














ye1


 
/yē/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
second person plural

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 plural form of thou
 1
 :




•
 
gather ye rosebuds, while ye may.














II.
 
phrases





ye gods!






an exclamation of astonishment.















– origin

 Old English 
gē

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gij

 and German 
ihr

 .





ye2


 
/yē T͟Hē/





I.
 
determiner




pseudo-archaic term for the
 :




•
 
Ye Olde Bookshoppe.

















– origin

 graphic variant; in late Middle English þ (see thorn
 ) came to be written identically with y, so that 
the

 could be written 
ye

 . This spelling (usually ye
 ) was kept as a convenient abbreviation in handwriting until the 19th cent., and in printers' types during the 15th and 16th cent., but it was never pronounced as “ye.”






yea1


 
/yā/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 yes




•
 
she has the right to say yea or nay.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 used for emphasis, especially to introduce a stronger or more accurate word than one just used




•
 
he was full, yea, crammed with anxieties.














II.
 
noun



1.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 an affirmative answer




•
 
the assembly would give the final yea or nay.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 
‹formal›

 (in the US Congress) an affirmative vote.











– origin

 Old English 
gēa

 , 
gē

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German 
ja

 .





yea2


 
/yā/






adverb




variant spelling of yay
 2
 .













Yeager, Chuck

 
/ˈyāɡər/






(1923–), US pilot; full name 
Charles Elwood Yeager

 . He became the first person to break the sound barrier when he piloted the Bell X-1 rocket research aircraft at high altitude to a level-flight speed of 670 mph in 1947.










yeah

 
/ye(ə) /

 
yeh






exclamation, noun




nonstandard spelling of yes
 , representing informal pronunciation.













yean

 
/yēn/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹archaic›

 (of a sheep or goat) give birth to (a lamb or kid).











– origin

 late Middle English: perhaps representing an Old English verb related to 
ēanian

 ‘to lamb.’






year

 
/yir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the time taken by a planet to make one revolution around the sun.

The length of the earth's year depends on the manner of calculation. For ordinary purposes the important period is the solar year (also called astronomical year, equinoctial year, or tropical year), which is the time between successive spring or autumnal equinoxes, or winter or summer solstices, roughly 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46 seconds in length. This period thus marks the regular cycle of the seasons. See also sidereal year
 , anomalistic year
 .




2.
 
the period of 365 days (or 366 days in leap years) starting from the first of January, used for reckoning time in ordinary affairs.

Also called calendar year or civil year.




3.
 
a period of 365 days starting from any date




•
 
the year starting July 1.










4.
 
[with 
adj.

 ]
 — a year regarded in terms of the quality of produce, typically wine




•
 
single-vineyard wine of a good year.










5.
 
a period used for reckoning time according to other calendars




•
 
the Muslim year.










6.
 
(
one's years

 )
 — one's age or time of life




•
 
she had a composure well beyond her years.










7.
 
(
years

 )
 — 

‹informal›

 a very long time; ages




•
 
it's going to take years to put that right.










8.
 
a set of students grouped together as being of roughly similar ages, mostly entering a school or college in the same academic year




•
 
most of the girls in my year were leaving school at the end of the term.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 in the year of grace) —— ">
in the year of our Lord ( in the year of grace) ——






in the year 
AD

 ——




•
 
I was born in the year of our Lord 1786.







[
year of grace

 , suggested by medieval Latin 
anno gratiae

 , used by chroniclers.]









2.
 
—— of the year






a person or thing chosen as outstanding in a specified field or of a specified kind in a particular year




•
 
the sports personality of the year.















3.
 
put years on (or take years off) someone






make someone feel or look older (or younger).









4.
 
a year and a day






the period specified in some legal matters to ensure the completion of a full year.









5.
 
year in and year out






continuously or repeatedly over a period of years




•
 
they rented the same bungalow year in and year out.





















– origin

 Old English 
gē(a)r

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
jaar

 and German 
Jahr

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
hōra

 ‘season.’





yearbook

 
/ˈyirˌbo͝ok/






noun



1.
 
an annual publication giving current information and listing events or aspects of the previous year, especially in a particular field




•
 
Yearbook of Physical Anthropology.










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 a book containing photographs of the senior class in a school or college and details of school activities in the previous year.













year end

 
/ˈˌyi(ə)r ˈˌend /

 
year's end






noun




the end of the fiscal year




•
 
we will discuss additional changes 
at year end






•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the year-end figures were impressive.



















yearling

 
/ˈyirliNG/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an animal (especially a sheep, calf, or foal) a year old, or in its second year.




2.
 
a racehorse in the calendar year after its year of foaling.








II.
 
adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
having lived or existed for a year; a year old




•
 
a yearling calf.










2.
 
of or relating to something that is a year old




•
 
the yearling market.



















yearlong

 
/ˈyirlôNG/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
lasting for or throughout a year




•
 
his yearlong battle with lung cancer.



















yearly

 
/ˈyirlē/





I.
 
adjective, adverb




happening or produced once a year or every year


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
yearly visits to Africa




•
 [as 
adv.

 ]
 
rent was paid yearly.

















– origin

 Old English 
gēarlic

 (see year
 , -ly
 1
 ).





yearn

 
/yərn/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have an intense feeling of longing for something, typically something that one has lost or been separated from




•
 
she 
yearned for

 a glimpse of him




•
 
some people yearn for a return to monarchy




•
 [with 
infinitive

 ]
 
they yearned to go home.










2.
 


‹archaic›

 be filled with compassion or warm feeling




•
 
no fellow spirit yearned toward her.














II.
 
derivatives





yearner






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
giernan

 , from a Germanic base meaning ‘eager.’





yearning

 
/ˈyərniNG/





I.
 
noun




a feeling of intense longing for something




•
 
he felt a yearning for the mountains.














II.
 
adjective




involving or expressing yearning




•
 
a yearning hope.














III.
 
derivatives





yearningly

 
/ˈyərniNGlē /






adverb





















year-round






adjective, adverb




happening or continuing throughout the year


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
an indoor pool for year-round use




•
 (also 
year round

 )
 
the center is open year round.



















yeasayer

 
/ˈyāˌsāər/






noun



1.
 
a person with a positive, confident outlook.




2.
 
a person who always agrees with or is submissive to others.













yeast

 
/yēst/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a microscopic fungus consisting of single oval cells that reproduce by budding, and are capable of converting sugar into alcohol and carbon dioxide.

[Genus 
Saccharomyces

 , subdivision 
Ascomycotina

 .]




2.
 
a grayish-yellow preparation of yeast obtained chiefly from fermented beer, used as a fermenting agent, to raise bread dough, and as a food supplement.




3.
 


[Biology]

 any unicellular fungus that reproduces vegetatively by budding or fission, including forms such as candida that can cause disease.








II.
 
derivatives





yeastlike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gist

 and German 
Gischt

 ‘froth, yeast,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Greek 
zein

 ‘to boil.’





yeasty

 
/ˈyēstē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of, resembling, or containing yeast




•
 
the yeasty smell of rising dough.










2.
 
characterized by or producing upheaval or agitation; in a state of turbulence, typically a creative or productive one




•
 
the yeasty days of yesterday's revolution.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
yeastily

 
/ˈyēstəlē /






adverb













2.
 
yeastiness






noun





















Yeats, William Butler

 
/yāts/






(1865–1939), Irish poet and playwright. His play 
The Countess Cathleen

 (1892) and his collection of stories 
The Celtic Twilight

 (1893) stimulated Ireland's theatrical, cultural, and literary revival. Notable poetry: 
“Sailing to Byzantium”

 and 
“Leda and the Swan.”

 Nobel Prize for Literature (1923).









YEC






noun




short for young-earth creationism
 or young-earth creationist
 .













yech

 
/yəKH yək yeKH yek /

 
yecch





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing aversion or disgust.








II.
 
derivatives





yechy






adjective



















– origin

 1960s: imitative; compare with yuck
 1
 .





yee-haw

 
/yēˈhô /

 
yee-hah





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 an expression of enthusiasm or exuberance, typically associated with cowboys or rural inhabitants of the southern US.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in American English in the 1970s.





yegg

 
/yeɡ/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a burglar or safecracker.











– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





yeh





I.
 
exclamation

 — 
/ye /



1.
 
variant spelling of yeah
 .








II.
 
pronoun

 — 
/yə /



1.
 
nonstandard spelling of you
 , used to represent various accents or dialects




•
 
are yeh all right, lads?




















Yekaterinburg

 
/yiˈkatərinˌbərɡ, yiˌkətyərinˈbo͝ork /

 
Ekaterinburg





I.
 
an industrial city in central Russia, in the eastern foothills of the Ural Mountains; pop. 1,323,000 (est. 2008).

Former name (1924–91) Sverdlovsk
 .







– origin

 named in honor of 
Ekaterina

 (1684–1727), the wife of Peter the Great, who founded the city in 1721.





Yekaterinodar

 
/yəˌkädəˈrēnəˌdär /

 
Ekaterinodar






former name (until 1922) for Krasnodar
 .









Yekaterinoslav

 
/yəˌkätəˈrēnəˌsläf, -ˌsläv /

 
Ekaterinoslav






former name (1787–1926) for Dnipropetrovsk
 .









yell

 
/yel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a loud, sharp cry, especially of pain, surprise, or delight; a shout.




2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 an organized cheer, especially one used to support a sports team.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a loud, sharp cry




•
 
you heard me 
yelling at

 her




•
 [with 
direct speech

 ]
 
“Happy New Year!” Ashley yelled.

















– origin

 Old English 
g(i)ellan

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gillen

 and German 
gellen

 .






yellow

 
/ˈyelō/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of the color between green and orange in the spectrum, a primary subtractive color complementary to blue; colored like ripe lemons or egg yolks




•
 
curly yellow hair.










2.
 


‹offensive›

 having a naturally yellowish or olive skin (as used to describe Chinese or Japanese people).




3.
 
denoting a warning of danger that is thought to be near but not actually imminent




•
 
he put Camp Visoko 
on yellow alert

 .










4.
 


‹informal›

 cowardly




•
 
he'd better get back there quick and prove he's not yellow.










5.
 


‹archaic›

 showing jealousy or suspicion.




6.
 
(of a book or newspaper) unscrupulously sensational.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
yellow color or pigment




•
 
the craft detonated in a blaze of red and yellow




•
 
painted in vivid blues and yellows.










2.
 
yellow clothes or material




•
 
everyone dresses in yellow.










3.
 
the yolk of an egg.




4.
 
(
yellows

 )
 — any of a number of plant diseases in which the leaves turn yellow, typically caused by viruses and transmitted by insects.








III.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
become a yellow color, especially with age




•
 
the cream paint was beginning to yellow




•
 (as 
adj.

 
yellowing

 )
 
yellowing lace curtains




•
 (as 
adj.

 
yellowed

 )
 
a yellowed newspaper cutting.














IV.
 
phrases





the yellow peril








‹offensive›

 the political or military threat regarded as being posed by the Chinese or by the peoples of Southeast Asia.












V.
 
derivatives




1.
 
yellowish

 
/ˈyeləwiSH /






adjective













2.
 
yellowly






adverb













3.
 
yellowness

 
/ˈyelōnəs /






noun













4.
 
yellowy

 
/ˈyeləwē /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
geolu

 , 
geolo

 ; related to Dutch 
geel

 and German 
gelb

 , also to gold
 .





yellowback

 
/ˈyelōˌbak/






noun






‹historical›

 a cheap and typically sensational novel, with a yellow board or cloth binding.













yellow-bellied sapsucker






noun




a woodpecker of eastern North America with black-and-white plumage, a pale yellow belly, and, in the male, a scarlet crown and throat.

[
Sphyrapicus varius

 , family 
Picidae

 .]













yellow-belly

 
/ˈyelō ˌbelē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a coward.




2.
 


‹informal›

 any of various animals with yellow underparts.








II.
 
derivatives





yellow-bellied

 
/ˈyelō ˌbelēd /






adjective






















yellow bile






noun






‹historical›

 another term for choler
 .













yellow-billed

 
/ˌyelōˈbild/






adjective




(of a bird) having a yellow bill. Used in the name of numerous such birds, including.

[● the North American 
yellow-billed cuckoo

 (
Coccyzus americanus

 , family 
Cuculidae

 ). ● the African 
yellow-billed duck

 (
Anas undulata

 , family 
Anatidae

 ).]













yellow bunting






noun




another term for yellowhammer
 (
sense

 2).













yellowcake

 
/ˈyelōˌkāk/





I.
 
noun




impure uranium oxide obtained during processing of uranium ore.











– origin

 1950s: so named because it is obtained as a yellow precipitate.






yellow card

 
/ˈyelō kärd/






noun




(in soccer and some other games) a yellow card shown by the referee to a player being cautioned.

Compare with red card
 .














yellow dog

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a contemptible or cowardly person or thing.








II.
 
adjective




(of a party-line voter, especially a Democrat) inclined to support any candidate affiliated with one's chosen party, regardless of the candidate's personal qualities or political qualifications




•
 
he is a self-proclaimed yellow dog Democrat.



















yellow dog contract






noun




a contract between a worker and an employer in which the worker agrees not to remain in or join a union.













yellow dog Democrat

 
Yellow Dog Democrat






noun






‹informal›

 see yellow dog
 . Compare with blue dog Democrat
 .













yellow earth






noun




a yellowish loess occurring in northern China.














yellow fever

 
/ˌyelō ˈfēvər/






noun




a tropical viral disease affecting the liver and kidneys, causing fever and jaundice and often fatal. It is transmitted by mosquitoes.













yellowfin

 
/ˈyelōˌfin /

 
yellowfin tuna






noun




a widely distributed, commercially important tuna that has yellow anal and dorsal fins.

[
Thunnus albacares

 , family 
Scombridae

 .]














yellow flag

 
/ˌyelō ˈflaɡ/






noun



1.
 
a ship's yellow flag, denoting the letter Q for ‘quarantine.’ When flown with another flag, it indicates disease on board; when flown alone, it indicates the absence of disease and signifies a request for customs clearance.

Also called quarantine flag
 .




2.
 


[Auto Racing]

 a yellow flag used to signal to drivers that there is a hazard such as oil or a crashed car on the track.




3.
 
a yellow-flowered iris that grows by water and in marshy places, native to Europe and naturalized in North America.

[
Iris pseudacorus

 , family 
Iridaceae

 .]













yellowhammer

 
/ˈyelōˌhamər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for yellow-shafted flicker (see flicker
 2
 ).




2.
 
a common Eurasian bunting, the male of which has a yellow head, neck, and breast.

[
Emberiza citrinella

 , family 
Emberizidae

 (subfamily 
Emberizinae

 ).]











– origin

 mid 16th cent.: 
-hammer

 is perhaps from Old English 
amore

 (a kind of bird), possibly conflated with 
hama

 ‘feathers.’





Yellowhammer State






a nickname for the state of Alabama
 .









yellow jack






noun



1.
 
another term for yellow flag
 (
sense

 1).




2.
 
archaic term for yellow fever
 .




3.
 
an edible marine fish with yellowish underparts, found primarily in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.

[
Caranx bartholomaei

 , family 
Carangidae

 .]













yellow jacket

 
/ˈyelō ˌjakət/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a wasp or hornet with bright yellow markings.













yellow jasmine

 
yellow jessamine






noun




an ornamental climbing shrub with fragrant yellow flowers, native to the southeastern US. Its rhizome yields gelsemium.

[
Gelsemium sempervirens

 , family 
Loganiaceae

 .]













yellow jersey

 
/ˈyelō ˈjərzē/






noun




(in a cycling race involving stages, especially the Tour de France) a yellow jersey worn by the overall leader in a cycle race, at the end of any one day, and ultimately presented to the winner.













yellow journalism





I.
 
noun




journalism that is based upon sensationalism and crude exaggeration




•
 
equating murder and dismemberment with smoking pot is the worst yellow journalism.














II.
 
derivatives





yellow journalist






noun



















– origin

 1895: from the appearance in an issue of the 
New York World

 of a cartoon in which a child in a yellow dress (‘The Yellow Kid’) was the central figure. The color printing was an experiment designed to attract customers.





Yellowknife

 
/ˈyelōˌnīf/






the capital, since 1967, of the Northwest Territories in Canada, on the northern shore of Great Slave Lake; pop. 18,700 (2006).









yellowlegs

 
/ˈyelōˌleɡz/






noun




a migratory sandpiper with bright yellow legs, breeding in Alaska and Canada.

[Genus 
Tringa

 , family 
Scolopacidae

 : two species, the 
greater yellowlegs

 (
T. melanoleuca

 ) and the 
lesser yellowlegs

 (
T. flavipes

 ).]














yellow mombin

 
/ˌyelō ˈmōmbēn/






noun




see hog plum
 .













yellow ocher






noun



1.
 
a yellow pigment that usually contains limonite, a yellowish-brown oxide of iron.




2.
 
a moderate orange color with yellow overtones.













Yellow Pages

 
/ˈyelō ˌpājiz /

 
yellow pages






plural noun

 — ( in the UK and South Africa)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a telephone directory, or a section of one, printed on yellow paper and listing businesses and other organizations according to the goods or services they offer.




2.
 


‹trademark›

 a business directory accessed through the Internet.













yellow pine






noun



1.
 
any of several North American pines having a strong yellowish wood.




2.
 
the wood of a yellow pine.














yellow poplar






noun






(N. Amer.)

 another term for tulip tree
 .













yellow rain






noun




a toxic yellow substance reported as falling in Southeast Asia, alleged to be a chemical warfare agent but now believed to consist of contaminated bee droppings.














Yellow River

 
/ˈˌyelō ˈrivər/






the second largest river in China. It rises in the mountains of western central China and flows for more than 3,000 miles (4,830 km) in a huge semicircle before it enters Bo Hai, an inlet of the Yellow Sea.

Chinese name Huang Ho
 .










Yellow Sea

 
/ˈyelō sē/






an arm of the East China Sea that separates the Korean peninsula from the eastern coast of China.

Chinese name Huang Hai
 .









yellow spot

 
/ˈyelō spät/






noun




the region of greatest visual acuity around the fovea of the eye; the macula lutea (see macula
 ).













Yellowstone National Park

 
/ˌyelōstōn ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈpärk/






a national park in northwestern Wyoming and Montana, known for Old Faithful geyser.









yellowtail

 
/ˈyelōˌtāl/






noun




a marine fish that has yellow coloration on the fins, especially a number of species prized as food fish.

[Several genera and species, including the large sport fish 
yellowtail

 (
Seriola lalandi

 , family 
Carangidae

 ) of southern California, the 
yellowtail flounder

 (
Limanda ferruginea

 , family 
Pleuronectidae

 ) of the Atlantic coast from Labrador to Virginia, and the 
yellowtail snapper

 (
Ocyurus chrysurus

 , family 
Lutjanidae

 ) of Bermuda and the West Indies.]













yellowthroat

 
/ˈyelōˌTHrōt/






noun




a small American warbler with a bright yellow throat.

[Genus 
Geothlypis

 , subfamily 
Parulinae

 , family 
Emberizidae

 : several species.]













yellow underwing






noun




an underwing moth that has yellow hind wings with a black terminal band.

[
Noctua

 and other genera, family 
Noctuidae

 : several species, including the 
large yellow underwing

 (
N. pronuba

 ), the larva of which is a destructive cutworm.]














yellowwood

 
/ˈyelōˌwo͝od/






noun




any of a number of trees that have yellowish timber or yield a yellow dye, in particular

[● a North American tree of the pea family (
Cladrastis lutea

 , family 
Leguminosae

 ). ● a podocarp.]













yelp

 
/yelp/





I.
 
noun




a short sharp cry, especially of pain or alarm




•
 
she uttered a yelp as she bumped into a table.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
utter a short sharp cry of pain or alarm




•
 
my dogs were yelping at Linus.














III.
 
derivatives





yelper

 
/ˈyelpər /






noun



















– origin

 Old English 
g(i)elpan

 (verb) ‘to boast,’ from a Germanic imitative base. From late Middle English ‘cry or sing with a loud voice’ the current sense arose in the 16th cent.





Yeltsin, Boris

 
/ˈyeltsən/






(1931–2007), Russian statesman; president of the Russian Federation 1991–99; full name 
Boris Nikolaevich Yeltsin

 . Impatient with the slow pace of Gorbachev's reforms, Yeltsin resigned from the Communist Party after becoming president of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic in 1990. As president of the independent Russian Federation, he faced opposition to his reforms.










Yemen

 
/ˈyemən/






I.

1.
 
a country in southwestern part of the Arabian peninsula; pop. 22,858,200 (est. 2009); capital, Sana'a; official language, Arabic. Official name 
Yemen Republic

 .





An Islamic country since the mid 7th century, Yemen was part of the Ottoman Empire from the 16th century. During the 19th century, the port of Aden was developed as a British military base. After World War II, civil war between royalist and republican forces ended with British withdrawal and the partition of the country in 1967. South Yemen declared itself independent as the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, and the North became the Yemen Arab Republic. In 1990, the countries reunited to form the Republic of Yemen; the South briefly seceded in 1994 but was defeated in a short civil war. Since 2004, there has been civil war in Yemen, which spread into Saudi Arabia in 2009.




II.
 
derivatives





Yemeni

 
/ˈyemənē /






adjective, noun





















Yemenite

 
/ˈyeməˌnīt/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
another term for Yemeni
 (see Yemen
 ).




2.
 
a Jew who was, or whose ancestors were, formerly resident in Yemen.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Yemeni Arabs or Jews.











– origin

 from Arabic 
yamanī

 ‘Yemeni’ + -ite
 1
 .






yen1


 
/yen/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Japan.











– origin

 from Japanese 
en

 ‘round.’





yen2


 
/yen /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a longing or yearning


[with 
infinitive

 ]


•
 
she always had a yen to be a writer.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
feel a longing or yearning




•
 
it's no use 
yenning for

 the old simplicities.

















– origin

 late 19th cent. (in the sense ‘craving (of a drug addict) for a drug’): from Chinese 
yǎn

 .





Yenisei

 
/ˌyenəˈsā /

 
Yenisey






a river in Siberia, in Russia, that rises in the mountains on the Mongolian border and flows north for 2,566 miles (4,106 km) to the Arctic coast, where it empties into the Kara Sea.









yenta

 
/ˈyen(t)ə/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a woman who is a gossip or busybody.











– origin

 1920s: Yiddish, originally a given name.





yeoman

 
/ˈyōmən/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹historical›

 a man holding and cultivating a small landed estate; a freeholder.




2.
 
a person qualified for certain duties and rights, such as to serve on juries and vote for the knight of the shire, by virtue of possessing free land of an annual value of 40 shillings.




3.
 


‹historical›

 a servant in a royal or noble household, ranking between a sergeant and a groom or a squire and a page.




4.
 


(Brit.)

 a member of the yeomanry force.




5.
 
a petty officer in the US Navy or Coast Guard performing clerical duties on board ship.




6.
 
(also 
yeoman of signals

 )
 — (in the British Royal Navy and other Commonwealth navies) a petty officer concerned with signaling.








II.
 
phrases





yeoman service






efficient or useful help in need.












III.
 
derivatives





yeomanly

 
/ˈyōmənlē /






adjective



















– origin

 Middle English: probably from young
 + man
 .





Yeoman of the Guard

 
/ˈyōmən əv ə T͟Hē T͟H(ə) T͟Hē ɡärd/






noun



1.
 
a member of the British sovereign's bodyguard, first established by Henry VII, now having only ceremonial duties and wearing Tudor dress as uniform.

Also called beefeater
 .




2.
 
used erroneously to refer to a Yeoman Warder.













yeomanry

 
/ˈyōmənrē/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 


‹historical›

 a group of men who held and cultivated small landed estates.




2.
 


‹historical›

 (in Britain) a volunteer cavalry force raised from yeomanry (1794–1908).













Yeoman Warder






noun




a warder at the Tower of London.

Also called beefeater
 .













yeow

 
/you, yēˈou/





I.
 
exclamation




another word for yow
 .











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in American English in the 1920s.






yep

 
/yep /

 
yup






exclamation, noun




nonstandard spelling of yes
 , representing informal pronunciation.













yer

 
/yər/





I.
 
possessive determiner




nonstandard spelling of your
 , used in representing dialectal speech:




•
 
eat yer dinner.














II.
 
contraction




you are, used in representing dialectal speech




•
 
yer a dang fool.














III.
 
pronoun




nonstandard spelling of you
 , used in representing dialectal speech:




•
 
well, are yer comin'?














IV.
 
adverb




nonstandard spelling of here
 , used in representing dialectal speech:




•
 
I hate mighty bad to bus’ up dis yer ax-helve.




















-yer






suffix




variant spelling of -ier
 esp. after 
w

 (as in 
lawyer

 , 
sawyer

 ).













yerba

 
/ˈyerbə, ˈyər- /

 
yerba maté





I.
 
noun




another term for maté
 .











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘herb.’





yerba buena

 
/ˌyərbə ˈbwānə/





I.
 
noun




a trailing aromatic herb with whitish or lilac flowers, related to savory. Native to the western US, it has been used medicinally and as a local tea.

[
Satureja douglasii

 , family 
Labiatae

 .]











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘good herb.’





Yerba Buena

 
/ˌyərbə ˈbwānə/






an island in San Francisco Bay in California; also, the name of the 1820s mainland settlement that became the city of San Francisco.









Yerby, Frank

 
/ˈyərbē/






(1916–91), US writer; full name 
Frank Garvin Yerby

 . He wrote action-packed novels such as 
The Foxes of Harrow

 (1946), 
Judas, My Brother

 (1968), and 
The Dahomean

 (1971). Discrimination against blacks in the US caused him to live in Spain from 1955.









Yerevan

 
/ˌyerəˈvän /

 
Erevan






the capital of Armenia; pop. 1,107,800 (est. 2008).










yes

 
/yes/





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to give an affirmative response




•
 
“Do you understand?” “Yes.”










2.
 
expressing agreement with a positive statement just made




•
 
“That was a grand evening.” “Yes, it was.”










3.
 
expressing contradiction of a negative statement




•
 
“You don't want to go.” “Yes, I do.”










4.
 
used as a response to someone addressing one or otherwise trying to attract one's attention




•
 
“Oh, Mr. Lawrence.” “Yes?”










5.
 
used to question a remark or ask for more detail about it




•
 
“It should be easy to check.” “Oh yes? How?”










6.
 
asked at the end of a statement to indicate the expectation of agreement




•
 
you think I perhaps killed Westbourne, yes?










7.
 
encouraging someone to continue speaking




•
 
“When you bought those photographs …” “Yes?”










8.
 
expressing delight




•
 
plenty to eat, including hot roast beef sandwiches (yes!).














II.
 
noun




an affirmative answer or decision, especially in voting




•
 
answering with assured and ardent yeses.














III.
 
phrases





yes and no






partly and partly not




•
 
“Did it come as a surprise to you?” “Yes and no.”





















– origin

 Old English 
gēse

 , 
gīse

 , probably from an unrecorded phrase meaning ‘may it be so.’





yeshiva

 
/yəˈSHēvə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Orthodox Jewish college or seminary.




2.
 
an Orthodox Jewish elementary or secondary school.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
yĕšīḇāh

 .





yes-man






noun






‹informal›

 a weak person who always agrees with their political leader or their superior at work.













yessir

 
/ˌyesər ˌyesˌsər /

 

‹informal›


 
yessiree





I.
 
exclamation



1.
 
used to express assent




•
 
“Do you understand me?” “Yessir!”










2.
 


(N. Amer.)

 used to express emphatic affirmation




•
 
yessir the food was cheap.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: alteration of 
yes sir

 .





yessum

 
/ˈyesəm/





I.
 
exclamation






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 
‹dated›

 used as a polite form of assent addressed to a woman




•
 
“You feel all right?” she asked. “Yessum.”

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: representing a regional pronunciation of 
yes ma'am

 .






yester-





I.
 
combining form






‹literary›

 
‹archaic›

 of yesterday




•
 
yestereve




•
 
yesteryear.

















– origin

 Old English 
geostran

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
gisteren

 and German 
gestern

 ‘yesterday,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
heri

 and Greek 
khthes

 .





yesterday

 
/ˈyestərˌdā ˈyestərdē/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
on the day before today




•
 
he returned to a hero's welcome yesterday.










2.
 
in the recent past




•
 
everything seems to have been built yesterday.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the day before today




•
 
yesterday was Tuesday.










2.
 
the recent past




•
 
yesterday's bestsellers.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
yesterday morning (or afternoon, etc.)






in the morning (or afternoon, etc.) of yesterday.









2.
 
yesterday's man






a man, especially a politician, whose career is finished or past its peak.









3.
 
yesterday's news






a person or thing that is no longer of interest.















– origin

 Old English 
giestran dæg

 (see yester-
 , day
 ).





yesternight

 
/ˈyestərˌnīt/





I.
 
noun






‹archaic›

 last night.








II.
 
adverb




during last night.













yesteryear

 
/ˈyestərˌyir/






noun






‹literary›

 last year or the recent past, especially as nostalgically recalled




•
 
return with us now to those thrilling days of yesteryear.



















yet

 
/yet/





I.
 
adverb



1.
 
up until the present or a specified or implied time; by now or then




•
 
I haven't told anyone else yet




•
 
aren't you ready to go yet?




•
 
I 
have yet to

 be convinced




•
 [with 
superlative

 ]
 
the congress was widely acclaimed as the best yet.










2.
 
[with 
negative

 ]
 — as soon as the present or a specified or implied time




•
 
wait, don't go yet.










3.
 
from now into the future for a specified length of time




•
 
I hope to continue for some time yet.










4.
 
referring to something that will or may happen in the future




•
 
further research may yet explain the enigma




•
 
I know she's alive and I'll find her yet.










5.
 
still; even (used to emphasize increase or repetition)




•
 
snow, snow, and yet more snow




•
 
yet another diet book




•
 
the rations were reduced 
yet again

 .










6.
 
nevertheless; in spite of that




•
 
every week she gets worse, and yet it could go on for years.














II.
 
conjunction




but at the same time; but nevertheless




•
 
the path was dark, yet I slowly found my way.














III.
 
phrases




1.
 
as yet






see as
 1
 .









2.
 
nor yet






and also not.















– origin

 Old English 
gīet(a)

 , of unknown origin.






yeti

 
/ˈyedē/





I.
 
noun




a large hairy creature resembling a human or bear, said to live in the highest part of the Himalayas.











– origin

 1930s: from Tibetan 
yeh-teh

 ‘little manlike animal.’





Yevtushenko, Yevgeni

 
/ˌyevtəˈSHeNGkō/






(1933–), Russian poet. 
Third Snow

 (1955) and 
Zima Junction

 (1956) were regarded as encapsulating the feelings and aspirations of the post-Stalin generation; full name 
Yevgeni Aleksandrovich Yevtushenko

 . He incurred official hostility because of the outspoken nature of some of his poetry, notably 
Babi Yar

 (1961).









yew

 
/yo͞o/





I.
 
noun




a coniferous tree that has red berrylike fruits, and most parts of which are highly poisonous. Yews are linked with folklore and superstition and can live to a great age; the timber is used in cabinetmaking and (formerly) to make longbows.

[Genus 
Taxus

 , family 
Taxaceae

 : several species, in particular the 
American yew

 (
T. canadensis

 ) and the 
English yew

 (
T. baccata

 ).]











– origin

 Old English 
īw

 , 
ēow

 , of Germanic origin.





yez

 
/yez/






pronoun




nonstandard spelling of youse
 , used in representing dialectal speech.













Yggdrasil

 
/ˈiɡdrəsəl, -ˌsil /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›






I.
 
a huge ash tree located at the center of the earth, with three roots, one extending to Niflheim (the underworld), one to Jotunheim (land of the giants), and one to Asgard (land of the gods).







– origin

 from Old Norse 
yg(g)drasill

 , apparently from 
Yggr

 ‘Odin’ + 
drasill

 ‘horse.’





YHWH






abbreviation




see Tetragrammaton
 .













yi

 
/yi/






pronoun




nonstandard spelling of you
 , used in representing Scottish speech.














Yichun

 
/ˈēˈCHo͝on /

 
I-chun






a city in northeastern China, in Heilongjiang province; pop. 786,400 (est. 2006).









Yid

 
/yid/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹offensive›

 a Jew.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: back-formation from Yiddish
 .






Yiddish

 
/ˈyidiSH/





I.
 
noun




a language used by Jews in central and eastern Europe before the Holocaust. It was originally a German dialect with words from Hebrew and several modern languages and is today spoken mainly in the US, Israel, and Russia.








II.
 
adjective




relating to Yiddish.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
yidish (daytsh

 ) ‘Jewish German.’





Yiddisher

 
/ˈyidiSHər/






noun




a person speaking Yiddish.













Yiddishism

 
/ˈyidəˌSHizəm/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Yiddish word or idiom, especially one adopted into another language.




2.
 
advocacy of Yiddish culture.








II.
 
derivatives





Yiddishist






noun





Yiddishism
 (
sense

 2)





















Yiddishkeit

 
/ˈyidiSHˌkīt/





I.
 
noun




the quality of being Jewish; the Jewish way of life or its customs and practices.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Yiddish 
yidishkeyt

 .






yield

 
/yēld/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — produce or provide (a natural, agricultural, or industrial product)




•
 
the land yields grapes and tobacco.










2.
 
(of an action or process) produce or deliver (a result or gain)




•
 
this method yields the same results.










3.
 
(of a financial or commercial process or transaction) generate (a specified financial return)




•
 
such investments yield direct cash returns.










4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — give way to arguments, demands, or pressure




•
 
the Western powers now yielded when they should have resisted




•
 
he 
yielded to

 the demands of his partners.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — relinquish possession of (something); give (something) up




•
 
they might 
yield up

 their secrets




•
 
they are forced to yield ground.










6.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cease to argue about




•
 
I yielded the point.










7.
 
(especially in a legislature) allow another the right to speak in a debate




•
 
I yield to the gentleman from Kentucky.










8.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 give right of way to other traffic.




9.
 
(of a mass or structure) give way under force or pressure




•
 
he reeled into the house as the door yielded.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
the full amount of an agricultural or industrial product




•
 
the milk yield was poor.










2.
 


[Finance]

 the amount of money brought in, e.g., interest from an investment or revenue from a tax; return




•
 
an annual dividend yield of 20 percent.










3.
 


[Chemistry]

 the amount obtained from a process or reaction relative to the theoretical maximum amount obtainable.




4.
 
(of a nuclear weapon) the force in tons or kilotons of TNT required to produce an equivalent explosion




•
 
yields ranging from five kilotons to 100 tons.














III.
 
derivatives





yielder

 
/ˈyēldər /






noun





yield
 (
sense

 1 
of the

 verb)



















– origin

 Old English 
g(i)eldan

 ‘pay, repay,’ of Germanic origin. The senses ‘produce, bear’ and ‘surrender’ arose in Middle English.





yield curve

 
/ˈyēld ˌkərv/






noun






[Finance]

 a curve on a graph in which the yield of fixed-interest securities is plotted against the length of time they have to run to maturity.













yield gap

 
/ˈyēld ˌɡap/






noun






[Finance]

 the difference between the return on government-issued securities and that on common stock.













yielding

 
/ˈyēldiNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
(of a substance or object) giving way under pressure; not hard or rigid




•
 
she dropped on to the yielding cushions.










2.
 
(of a person) complying with the requests or desires of others




•
 
a gentle, yielding person.










3.
 
[in 
combination

 ]
 — giving a product or generating a financial return of a specified amount




•
 
higher-yielding wheat.














II.
 
derivatives





yieldingly

 
/ˈyēldiNGlē /






adverb





















yield management






noun




the process of making frequent adjustments in the price of a product in response to certain market factors, such as demand or competition.













yield point






noun






[Physics]

 the stress beyond which a material becomes plastic.













yield strength






noun






[Physics]

 (in materials that do not exhibit a well-defined yield point) the stress at which a specific amount of plastic deformation is produced, usually taken as 0.2 percent of the unstressed length.













yield stress






noun






[Physics]

 the value of stress at a yield point or at the yield strength.













yikes

 
/yīks/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 expressing shock and alarm, often for humorous effect




•
 
I had a dip in the 40-degree pool (yikes!).

















– origin

 1970s: of unknown origin; compare with yoicks
 .






yin

 
/yin/





I.
 
noun




(in Chinese philosophy) the passive female principle of the universe, characterized as female and sustaining and associated with earth, dark, and cold.

Contrasted with yang
 .











– origin

 from Chinese 
yīn

 ‘feminine,’ ‘moon,’ ‘shade.’





Yinchuan

 
/ˌyinˈCHwän/






a city in northern central China, on the Yellow River, capital of autonomous region Ningxia; pop. 663,700 (est. 2006).









yip

 
/yip/





I.
 
noun




a short, sharp cry or yelp, especially of excitement or delight.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
give a short, sharp cry or yelp.











– origin

 early 20th cent. (originally US): imitative.





yipe

 
/yīp/






exclamation




an expression of surprise, fear, pain, etc.













yippee

 
/ˈyipē ˌyiˈpē/





I.
 
exclamation




expressing wild excitement or delight.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in American English in the 1920s.





yippie

 
/ˈyipē/





I.
 
noun




a member of a group of politically active hippies, originally in the US.











– origin

 1960s: acronym from 
Youth International Party

 + the suffix 
-ie

 , on the pattern of 
hippie

 .





yips

 
/yips/





I.
 
plural noun

 — (
the yips

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 extreme nervousness causing a golfer to miss easy putts.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: of unknown origin.





Yishuv

 
/yiˈSHo͞ov/





I.
 
the Jewish community or settlement in Palestine during the 19th century and until the formation of the state of Israel in 1948.







– origin

 from Hebrew 
yiššūḇ

 ‘settlement.’





Yizkor

 
/ˈyiskər, ˈyiz-, yēzˈkôr/





I.
 
noun




a memorial service held by Jews on certain holy days for deceased relatives or martyrs.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
yizkōr

 , literally ‘may (God) remember.’






-yl





I.
 
suffix






[Chemistry]

 forming names of groups




•
 
hydroxyl




•
 
phenyl.

















– origin

 from Greek 
hulē

 ‘wood, material.’





ylang-ylang

 
/ˌēläNG ˈēläNG /

 
ilang-ilang





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a sweet-scented essential oil obtained from the flowers of a tropical tree, used in perfumery and aromatherapy.




2.
 
the yellow-flowered tree, native to the Malay peninsula and the Philippines, from which this oil is obtained.

[
Cananga odorata

 , family 
Annonaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Tagalog 
ilang-ilang

 .





ylem

 
/ˈīləm/





I.
 
noun






[Astronomy]

 (in the Big Bang theory) the primordial matter of the universe, originally conceived as composed of neutrons at high temperature and density.











– origin

 1940s: from late Latin 
hylem

 (accusative) ‘matter,’ from Greek 
hūlē

 .





ylid

 
/ˈilid /

 
ylide





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a compound that has an uncharged molecule containing a negatively charged carbon atom directly bonded to a positively charged atom of sulfur, phosphorus, nitrogen, or another element.











– origin

 1950s: from -yl
 + -ide
 .





YMCA

 
/ˌwī ˌem ˌsē ˈā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a welfare movement that began in London in 1844 and now has branches all over the world.




2.
 
a hostel or recreational facility run by the YMCA.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
Young Men's Christian Association

 .





YMHA






abbreviation




Young Men's Hebrew Association.













Ymir

 
/ˈēˌmir /

 

‹Scandinavian Mythology›







the primeval giant from whose body the gods created the world.









YMMV






abbreviation






‹informal›

 your mileage may vary (used to say that people may experience a particular thing in different ways).














-yne





I.
 
suffix






[Chemistry]

 forming names of unsaturated organic compounds containing a triple bond




•
 
ethyne.

















– origin

 alteration of -ine
 4
 .





yngling

 
/ˈiNGliNG/





I.
 
noun




a type or class of racing keelboat, designed to sail with a two- or three-person crew.











– origin

 Norwegian, literally ‘youth.’





yo1


 
/yō/





I.
 
exclamation






‹informal›

 used to greet someone, attract their attention, or express excitement.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in late Middle English.





yo2


 
/yō/





I.
 
pronoun




nonstandard spelling of you
 , used to represent black English.








II.
 
possessive determiner




nonstandard spelling of your
 , used to represent black English.














yob

 
/yäb/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a rude, noisy, and aggressive young man.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
yobbish

 
/ˈyäbiSH /






adjective













2.
 
yobbishly






adverb













3.
 
yobbishness






noun













4.
 
yobby






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: backward spelling of boy
 .





yobbo

 
/ˈyäbō/






noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 another term for yob
 .













yock

 
/yäk/






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 variant form of yuck
 1
 .














yocto-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 10−24





•
 
yoctojoule.

















– origin

 adapted from octo-
 , on the pattern of combining forms such as 
peta-

 and 
exa-

 .





yod

 
/yäd/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the tenth and smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet.




2.
 


[Phonetics]

 the semivowel or glide 
y

 .




3.
 


[Astrology]

 another term for finger of God
 .











– origin

 from Hebrew 
yōḏ

 ; related to 
yaḏ

 ‘hand.’





yodel

 
/ˈyōdl/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
practice a form of singing or calling marked by rapid alternation between the normal voice and falsetto.








II.
 
noun




a song, melody, or call delivered in a yodel.








III.
 
derivatives





yodeler






noun



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: from German 
jodeln

 .






yoga

 
/ˈyōɡə/





I.
 
noun




a Hindu spiritual and ascetic discipline, a part of which, including breath control, simple meditation, and the adoption of specific bodily postures, is widely practiced for health and relaxation.

The yoga widely known in the West is based on 
hatha yoga

 , which forms one aspect of the ancient Hindu system of religious and ascetic observance and meditation, the highest form of which is 
raja yoga

 and the ultimate aim of which is spiritual purification and self-understanding leading to 
samadhi

 or union with the divine.








II.
 
derivatives





yogic

 
/-ɡik /






adjective



















– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘union.’





Yogalates

 
/ˌyōɡəˈlädēz /

 
Yogilates





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a fitness routine that combines Pilates exercises with the postures and breathing techniques of yoga.











– origin

 1990s: blend of yoga
 and Pilates
 .





yoga pants






plural noun




stretchy knit pants designed to be worn for yoga or other exercise.













yogh

 
/yōɡ, yōKH/





I.
 
noun




a Middle English letter (ʒ) used mainly where modern English has 
gh

 or 
y

 .











– origin

 Middle English: of unknown origin.





yogi

 
/ˈyōɡē/





I.
 
noun




a person who is proficient in yoga.











– origin

 from Sanskrit 
yogī

 , from 
yoga

 (see yoga
 ).





yogic flying






noun




a technique used chiefly by Transcendental Meditation practitioners that involves thrusting oneself off the ground while in the lotus position.













yogurt

 
/ˈyōɡərt /

 
yoghurt
 , yoghourt





I.
 
noun




a semisolid sourish food prepared from milk fermented by added bacteria, often sweetened and flavored.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Turkish 
yoǧurt

 .





Yogyakarta

 
/ˌyäɡyəˈkärdə /

 
Jogjakarta






a city in Indonesia, on the southern coast of the island of Java; pop. 433,500 (est. 2005). It was formerly the capital of Indonesia 1945–49.









yo-heave-ho

 
/ˌyōˌhēvˈhō/






exclamation, noun




another term for heave-ho
 .














yohimbe

 
/yōˈhimbā, -bē/





I.
 
noun




a tropical West African tree of the bedstraw family, from which the drug yohimbine is obtained.

[
Pausinystalia johimbe

 , family 
Rubiaceae

 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: a local word.





yohimbine

 
/yōˈhimˌbēn/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a toxic crystalline compound obtained from the bark of the yohimbe tree, used as an adrenergic blocking agent and also in the treatment of impotence.

[An alkaloid; chem. formula: C21
 H26
 O3
 N2
 .]











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from yohimbe
 + -ine
 4
 .





yo-ho-ho

 
/ˌyōˌhōˈhō /

 
yo-ho






exclamation



1.
 


‹dated›

 used to attract attention.




2.
 


[Nautical]

 
‹archaic›

 a seaman's chant used while hauling ropes or performing other strenuous work.














yoicks

 
/yoiks/





I.
 
exclamation




used by fox hunters to urge on the hounds.











– origin

 mid 18th cent.: of unknown origin.





yoke

 
/yōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a wooden crosspiece that is fastened over the necks of two animals and attached to the plow or cart that they are to pull.




2.
 
(
pl.

 same or yokes)
 — a pair of animals coupled together with a yoke




•
 
a yoke of oxen.










3.
 


‹archaic›

 the amount of land that one pair of oxen could plow in a day.




4.
 
a frame fitting over the neck and shoulders of a person, used for carrying pails or baskets.




5.
 
used of something that is regarded as oppressive or burdensome




•
 
the yoke of imperialism.










6.
 
used of something that represents a bond between two parties




•
 
the yoke of marriage.










7.
 
something resembling or likened to a yoke, in particular




8.
 
a part of a garment that fits over the shoulders and to which the main part of the garment is attached, typically in gathers or pleats.




9.
 
the crossbar at the head of a rudder, to whose ends ropes are fastened.




10.
 
a bar of soft iron between the poles of an electromagnet.




11.
 
(in ancient Rome) an arch of three spears under which a defeated army was made to march.




12.
 


(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a control lever in an aircraft.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
put a yoke on (a pair of animals); couple or attach with or to a yoke




•
 
a plow drawn by a camel and donkey yoked together.










2.
 
cause (two people or things) to be joined in a close relationship




•
 
Hong Kong's dollar has been 
yoked to

 America's.










3.
 


‹informal›

 rob; mug




•
 
two crackheads yoked this girl.

















– origin

 Old English 
geoc

 (noun), 
geocian

 (verb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
juk

 , German 
Joch

 , from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
jugum

 and Greek 
zugon

 , also by Latin 
jungere

 ‘to join.’





yokel

 
/ˈyōk(ə)l/





I.
 
noun




an uneducated and unsophisticated person from the countryside.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: perhaps figuratively from dialect 
yokel

 ‘green woodpecker.’






Yoknapatawpha County

 
/ˌyäknəpəˌtôfə ˈkoun(t)ē/






a fictional county in northern Mississippi, the setting for most of the work of William Faulkner.









Yokohama

 
/ˌyōkəˈhämə/






a seaport in central Japan, on the southern side of the island of Honshu; pop. 3,562,983 (2007). It is a major port and the second largest city in Japan.









yokozuna

 
/ˌyōkəˈzo͞onə/





I.
 
noun




a grand champion sumo wrestler.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
yoko

 ‘crosswise’ + 
tsuna

 ‘rope’ (originally denoting a kind of belt presented to the champion).





yolk

 
/yōk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the yellow internal part of a bird's egg, which is surrounded by the white, is rich in protein and fat, and nourishes the developing embryo.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 the corresponding part in the ovum or larva of all egg-laying vertebrates and many invertebrates.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
yolked






adjective




[also in 
combination

 ]
 —












2.
 
yolkless






adjective













3.
 
yolky






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
geol(o)ca

 , from 
geolu

 ‘yellow.’





yolk sac






noun



1.
 


[Zoology]

 a membranous sac containing yolk attached to the embryos of reptiles and birds and the larvae of some fishes.




2.
 


[Zoology]

 a sac lacking yolk in the early embryo of a mammal.













yolk stalk






noun




a tubular connection between the yolk sac and the digestive tract of a developing embryo.













Yolla Bolly Mountains

 
/ˌyälə ˌbälē ˈmount(ə)nz/






a range of the Klamath Mountains, in northwestern California, noted for its wilderness and wildlife.









YOLO

 
/ˈyōlō/





I.
 
abbreviation






‹informal›

 you only live once (expressing the view that one should make the most of the present moment without worrying about the future, and often used as a rationale for impulsive or reckless behavior)




•
 
I just ordered $40 worth of Chinese food. But YOLO, right?




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
the YOLO mentality has swept young adult generations.

















– origin

 1980s: acronym.






Yom Kippur

 
/ˌyôm ˈkipər ˌyôm kiˈpo͝or/





I.
 
noun




the most solemn religious fast of the Jewish year, the last of the ten days of penitence that begin with Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year).

Also called Day of Atonement
 .











– origin

 Hebrew.






Yom Kippur War





I.
 
the Israeli name for the Arab–Israeli conflict in 1973.

Arab name October War
 .





The war lasted for less than three weeks; it started on the festival of Yom Kippur (in that year, October 6) when Egypt and Syria simultaneously attacked Israeli forces from the south and north, respectively. The Syrians were repulsed, and the Egyptians were surrounded. A ceasefire followed, and disengagement agreements over the Suez area were signed in 1974 and 1975.






yon

 
/yän/





I.
 
determiner, adverb






‹literary›

 
‹dialect›

 yonder; that


[as 
adj.

 ]


•
 
you'll find some big ranches yon side of the Sierra.














II.
 
pronoun






‹literary›

 
‹dialect›

 yonder person or thing




•
 
what do you make of yon?














III.
 
phrases





hither and yon






another term for hither and thither
 .















– origin

 Old English 
geon

 , of Germanic origin; related to German 
jener

 ‘that one.’





yond

 
/yänd/






adverb, adjective






‹archaic›

 yonder.














yonder

 
/ˈyändər/





I.
 
adverb






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 at some distance in the direction indicated; over there




•
 
there's a ford south of here, about nine miles yonder.














II.
 
determiner






‹archaic›

 
‹dialect›

 that or those (used to refer to something situated at a distance)




•
 
what light through yonder window breaks?














III.
 
noun

 — (
the yonder

 )


1.
 
the far distance




•
 
attempting to fly off into 
the wild blue yonder

 .

















– origin

 Middle English: of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
ginder

 ‘over there,’ also to yon
 .






yoni

 
/ˈyōnē/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 the vulva, especially as a symbol of divine procreative energy conventionally represented by a circular stone.

Compare with lingam
 .











– origin

 Sanskrit, literally ‘source, womb, female genitals.’





Yonkers

 
/ˈyäNGkərz/






an industrial city in southeastern New York, on the Hudson River, north of the Bronx in New York City; pop. 201,588 (est. 2008).









yonks

 
/yäNGks/





I.
 
plural noun






(Brit.)

 
‹informal›

 a very long time




•
 
I haven't seen him 
for yonks

 .

















– origin

 1960s: origin unknown; perhaps related to 
donkey's years

 (see donkey
 ).





yoo-hoo

 
/ˈyo͞o ˌho͞o/





I.
 
exclamation




a call used to attract attention to one's arrival or presence




•
 
Yoo-hoo!—Is anyone there?

















– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in English in the 1920s.





Yooper

 
/ˈyo͞opər/





I.
 
noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.











– origin

 1970s: representing a pronunciation of the initial letters of 
Upper Peninsula

 + -er
 1
 .





Yorba Linda

 
/ˌyôrbə ˈlində/






a city in southwestern California, southeast of Los Angeles; pop. 65,717 (est. 2008).









yore

 
/yôr/





I.
 
noun

 — (in phrase 
of yore

 )


1.
 


‹literary›

 of long ago or former times (used in nostalgic or mock-nostalgic recollection)




•
 
a great empire in days of yore.

















– origin

 Old English 
geāra

 , 
geāre

 , of unknown origin.





York

 
/yôrk/





I.
 
a city in northern England, on the Ouse River; pop. 136,900 (est. 2009).




II.
 
a commercial and industrial city in southeastern Pennsylvania; pop. 40,097 (est. 2008).




III.
 
the southwestern tip of Hayes Peninsula, on Baffin Bay in Greenland. It served as a base for US explorer Robert E. Peary's polar expedition. A 100-ton meteorite found here was brought to the US by Peary.







– origin

 Danish 
Jorvik

 .





York, Cape






see Cape York
 .









York, House of






the English royal house that ruled England from 1461 (Edward IV) until the defeat and death of Richard III in 1485, with a short break in 1470–01 (the restoration of Henry VI).









Yorkie

 
/ˈyôrkē/






noun






‹informal›

 Yorkshire terrier
 .













Yorkist

 
/ˈyôrkəst /

 

‹historical›






I.
 
noun




an adherent or a supporter of the House of York, especially in the Wars of the Roses.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the House of York




•
 
the town rallied itself to the Yorkist cause.



















Yorks.






abbreviation




Yorkshire.













Yorkshire

 
/ˈyôrkˌSHir ˈyôrkSHər/





I.
 
a county in northern England, traditionally divided into East, West, and North Ridings.




II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
Yorkshireman

 
/ˈyôrkSHərmən /






noun













2.
 
Yorkshirewoman

 
/-ˌwo͝omən /






noun





















Yorkshire pudding

 
/ˌyôːrkSHərˈpo͝odiNG/






noun




a popover made of baked unsweetened egg batter, typically eaten with roast beef.














Yorkshire terrier

 
/ˌyôːrkSHərˈterēər/






noun




a dog of a small, long-haired blue-gray and tan breed of terrier.













Yorktown

 
/ˈyôrktoun/






a historic site in southeastern Virginia, on the York River, north of Newport News, site of both the last (October 1781) battle of the American Revolution and a Civil War battle (1862).









Yoruba

 
/ˈyôrəbə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of southwestern Nigeria and Benin.




2.
 
the Kwa language of the Yoruba, and an official language of Nigeria.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yoruba or their language.











– origin

 the name in Yoruba.





Yorvik

 
/ˈyôrvik /

 
Jorvik






Viking name for York
 (
sense

 1).









Yosemite National Park

 
/yōˌsemədē ˌnaSH(ə)n(ə)l ˈpärk/






a national park in the Sierra Nevada, in central California. It includes Yosemite Valley, with its sheer granite cliffs, and Yosemite Falls, the highest waterfall in the US.









Yoshkar-Ola

 
/yəSHˌkärəˈlä/






a city in western Russia, southeast of Nizhni Novgorod, capital of the republic of Mari El; pop. 248,700 (est. 2008).









yotta-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 1024





•
 
yottameter.

















– origin

 apparently adapted from Italian 
otto

 ‘eight’ (see also yocto-
 ).





yottabyte

 
/ˈyädəˌbīt /

 
Yb
 , YB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to one septillion (1024
 ) or, strictly, 280
 bytes.














you

 
/yo͞o yə/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
second person singular

 or 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
used to refer to the person or people that the speaker is addressing




•
 
are you listening?




•
 
I love you.










2.
 
used to refer to the person being addressed together with other people regarded in the same class




•
 
you Australians.










3.
 
used in exclamations to address one or more people




•
 
you fools




•
 
hey, you!










4.
 
used to refer to any person in general




•
 
after a while, you get used to it.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
you and yours






you together with your family and close friends.









2.
 
you-know-who (or you-know-what)






used to refer to someone (or something) known to the hearer without specifying their identity




•
 
the minister was later to be sacked by you-know-who.





















– origin

 Old English 
ēow

 , accusative and dative of 
gē

 (see ye
 1
 ); related to Dutch 
u

 and German 
euch

 . During the 14th cent. 
you

 began to replace ye
 1
 , thou
 1
 , and thee
 ; by the 17th cent. it had become the ordinary second person pronoun for any number and case.





you-all

 
/yôl ˈyo͞oˌôl /

 
y'all






pronoun






(US)

 
‹dialect›

 (in the southern US) you (used to refer to more than one person)




•
 
how are you-all?



















you'd

 
/yo͞od/






contraction



1.
 
you had




•
 
you'd better remember it.










2.
 
you would




•
 
I was afraid you'd ask me that.



















Youghiogheny River

 
/ˌyäkəˌɡānē ˈrivər/






a river that flows for 135 miles (220 km) from West Virginia into Pennsylvania where it joins the Monongahela River at McKeesport.









you'll

 
/yo͞ol/






contraction




you will; you shall




•
 
you'll find many exciting features.




















young

 
/yəNG/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
having lived or existed for only a short time




•
 
a young girl




•
 (as 
plural noun

 
the young

 )
 
the young are amazingly resilient.










2.
 
not as old as the norm or as would be expected




•
 
more people were dying young.










3.
 
[
attrib.

 ]
 — relating to, characteristic of, or consisting of young people




•
 
young love




•
 
a young authors' association.










4.
 
immature or inexperienced




•
 
she's very 
young for her age

 .










5.
 
having the qualities popularly associated with young people, such as enthusiasm and optimism




•
 
all those who are 
young at heart

 .










6.
 
(
the Younger

 )
 — used to denote the younger of two people of the same name




•
 
Pitt the Younger.










7.
 
[
postpositive

 ] (
younger

 )
 — 

(Scottish)

 denoting the heir of a landed commoner




•
 
Hugh Magnus Macleod, younger of Macleod.














II.
 
noun

 — [treated as 
pl.

 ]


1.
 
offspring, especially of an animal before or soon after birth




•
 
this species carries its young.














III.
 
phrases





with young






(of an animal) pregnant.












IV.
 
derivatives





youngish

 
/ˈyəNGiSH /






adjective



















– origin

 Old English 
g(e)ong

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
jong

 and German 
jung

 , also to youth
 ; from an Indo-European root shared by Latin 
juvenis

 .





Young, Andrew

 
/yəNG/






(1932–), US politician, civil rights leader, and clergyman; full name 
Andrew Jackson Young, Jr

 . He served in various capacities with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 1964–70 before becoming a Democratic representative from Georgia in the US Congress 1973–77. He was the US ambassador to the United Nations 1977–79 and mayor of Atlanta 1982–90.









Young, Brigham






(1801–77), US Mormon leader. He succeeded Joseph Smith as leader of the Mormons in 1844, led them westward, and established their headquarters at Salt Lake City, Utah. He served as governor of the territory of Utah from 1850 until 1857.









Young, Cy






(1867–1955), US baseball player; born 
Denton True Young

 ; also know as the 
Cyclone

 . The all-time pitching leader in wins (511), he pitched for the Cleveland Spiders 1890–98, the St. Louis Cardinals 1899–1900, the Boston Red Sox 1901–08, and, briefly, the Cleveland Indians and the Boston Braves before retiring in 1911. Baseball's Cy Young Award for outstanding pitchers is named for him. Baseball Hall of Fame (1937).









Young, Steve






(1961–) US football player; full name 
Jon Steven Young

 . He played for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 1985–86 and continued as a quarterback with the San Francisco 49ers 1987–1999. Named the NFL's most valuable player in 1992 and 1994, he led his team to victory in the Super Bowl in 1995.










Young, Thomas






(1773–1829), English physicist, physician, and Egyptologist. His major work in physics concerned the wave theory of light. He also played a major part in the deciphering of the Rosetta Stone.









youngberry

 
/ˈyəNGˌberē/





I.
 
noun




a bramble of a variety that bears large, edible reddish-black fruit, believed to be a hybrid of a dewberry.











– origin

 1920s: named after B. M. 
Young

 (
fl.

 1905), the American horticulturalist who first raised it.






young-earth creationism






noun




the belief, arising from a literal interpretation of the biblical account of creation, that the universe and living organisms were divinely created relatively recently and within a comparatively short period of time




•
 
polls show support for young earth creationism is on the rise.







See also creationism
 , old-earth creationism
 .














young-earth creationist






noun




a person who believes in or advocates young-earth creationism




•
 
most young-earth creationists say the earth is 6000 years old.



















young-earther

 
/ˈyəNGˌərTHər/






noun




another term for young-earth creationist
 .














young fustic






noun




the smoke tree.













young gun






noun






‹informal›

 a young man perceived as assertive and aggressively self-confident.













young lady






noun



1.
 
a woman who is not far advanced in life; a girl.




2.
 
a form of address used by an adult to a girl, often in anger




•
 
I don't know what's got into you, young lady.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a girlfriend.













youngling

 
/ˈyəNGliNG/






noun






‹literary›

 a young person or animal.













young-looking

 
/ˈyəNGlo͝okiNG/






adjective




having a youthful appearance




•
 
a very young-looking cast.



















young man






noun



1.
 
a man who is not far advanced in life; a boy.




2.
 
a form of address used by an adult to a boy, often in anger




•
 
don't waste my time, young man.










3.
 


‹dated›

 a boyfriend.













Young's modulus

 
/ˌyəNGz ˈmäjələs/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 a measure of elasticity, equal to the ratio of the stress acting on a substance to the strain produced.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: named after T. 
Young

 (see Young, Thomas
 ).





youngster

 
/ˈyəNG(k)stər/






noun




a child, young person, or young animal.













Youngstown

 
/ˈyəNGztoun/






an industrial city in northeastern Ohio, in the Mahoning River valley; pop. 72,925 (est. 2008).









Young Turk

 
/yəNG tərk/






noun



1.
 
a member of a revolutionary party in the Ottoman Empire who carried out the revolution of 1908 and deposed the sultan Abdul Hamid II.




2.
 
a young person eager for radical change to the established order.













young ’un






noun






‹informal›

 
‹dialect›

 a youngster.













younker

 
/ˈyəNGkər/





I.
 
noun






‹dated›

 a youngster.











– origin

 early 16th cent. (denoting a young nobleman): from Middle Dutch 
jonckher

 , from 
jonc

 ‘young’ + 
hēre

 ‘lord.’ Compare with Junker
 .






your

 
/yôr yo͝or/





I.
 
possessive determiner



1.
 
belonging to or associated with the person or people that the speaker is addressing




•
 
what is your name?










2.
 
belonging to or associated with any person in general




•
 
the sight is enough to break your heart.










3.
 


‹informal›

 used to denote someone or something that is familiar or typical of its kind




•
 
I'm just 
your average

 Joe




•
 
she is one of your chatty types.










4.
 
(
Your

 )
 — used when addressing the holder of certain titles




•
 
Your Majesty




•
 
Your Eminence.

















– origin

 Old English 
ēower

 , genitive of 
gē

 (see ye
 1
 ), of Germanic origin; related to German 
euer

 .





you're

 
/yo͝or yôr/






contraction




you are




•
 
you're an angel, Deb!



















yourn

 
/yôrn, yo͝orn/






possessive pronoun




regional or archaic form of yours
 .














yours

 
/yôrz yo͝orz/





I.
 
possessive pronoun



1.
 
used to refer to a thing or things belonging to or associated with the person or people that the speaker is addressing




•
 
the choice is yours




•
 
it's no business 
of yours

 .










2.
 


‹dated›

 (chiefly in commercial use) your letter




•
 
Mr. Smythe has sent me yours of the 15th inst. regarding the vacancy.










3.
 
used in formulas ending a letter




•
 
Yours sincerely, John Watson




•
 
Yours, Jim Lindsay.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
up yours






see up
 .









2.
 
you and yours






see you
 .









3.
 
yours truly






see truly
 .


















yourself

 
/yərˈself/





I.
 
pronoun

 — [
second person singular

 ]


1.
 
[
reflexive

 ]
 — used to refer to the person being addressed as the object of a verb or preposition when they are also the subject of the clause




•
 
help yourselves, boys




•
 
see for yourself.










2.
 
[
emphatic

 ]
 — you personally (used to emphasize the person being addressed)




•
 
you're going to have to do it yourself.














II.
 
phrases




1.
 
(not) be yourself






see be oneself
 , not be oneself
 at be
 .









2.
 
by yourself






see yourself
 at by
 .









3.
 
how's yourself?








‹informal›

 how are you? (used especially after answering a similar inquiry).


















youse

 
/yo͞oz/






pronoun






‹dialect›

 you (usually more than one person).














youth

 
/yo͞oTH/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[in 
sing.

 ]
 — the period between childhood and adult age




•
 
he had been a keen sportsman in his youth.










2.
 
the state or quality of being young, especially as associated with vigor, freshness, or immaturity




•
 
she imagined her youth and beauty fading.










3.
 
an early stage in the development of something




•
 
this publishing sector is no longer in its youth.










4.
 
[treated as 
sing.

 or 
pl.

 ]
 — young people considered as a group




•
 
middle-class youth have romanticized poverty




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
youth culture.










5.
 
a young man




•
 
he was attacked by a gang of youths.

















– origin

 Old English 
geoguth

 , of Germanic origin; related to Dutch 
jeugd

 , German 
Jugend

 , also to young
 .





youth center

 
youth club






noun




a place or organization providing leisure activities for young people.













youthful

 
/ˈyo͞oTHfəl/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
young or seeming young




•
 
people aspiring to remain youthful.










2.
 
typical or characteristic of young people




•
 
youthful enthusiasm.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
youthfully






adverb













2.
 
youthfulness

 
/ˈyo͞oTHfəlnəs /






noun






















youth hostel

 
/ˈyo͞oTH ˌhästl/






noun




a place providing cheap accommodations aimed mainly at young people on hiking or cycling tours.













YouTube

 
/ˈyo͞oˌt(y)o͞ob/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
upload a video of (someone or something) to the video-sharing website YouTube




•
 
Obama's inaugural will be the first to be YouTubed.










2.
 
search for or watch on YouTube




•
 
I went back and YouTubed the show.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
YouTube

 , the proprietary name of the video-sharing website.





YouTuber

 
/ˈyo͞oˌt(y)o͞obər /

 
youtuber





I.
 
noun




a frequent user of the video-sharing website YouTube, especially someone who produces and appears in videos on the site




•
 
we've been seeing top YouTubers getting TV deals over the last couple of years




•
 
I asked my kids who their favorite YouTubers were.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from 
YouTube

 , the proprietary name of the video-sharing website.





you've

 
/yo͞ov yəv/






contraction




you have




•
 
you've changed.




















yow

 
/you /

 
yeow





I.
 
exclamation




used to express pain or shock.











– origin

 late Middle English: imitative. The word was not recorded again until the mid 19th cent., when it was used to express the cry of a dog or cat.





yowl

 
/youl/





I.
 
noun




a loud wailing cry, especially one of pain or distress.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a loud wailing cry




•
 
he yowled as he touched one of the hot plates.

















– origin

 Middle English: imitative.





yo-yo

 
/ˈyōˌyō/





I.
 
noun

 — ( in the UK)


1.
 


‹trademark›

 a toy consisting of a pair of joined discs with a deep groove between them in which string is attached and wound, which can be spun alternately downward and upward by its weight and momentum as the string unwinds and rewinds.




2.
 
[often as 
modifier

 ]
 — 

‹trademark›

 a thing that repeatedly falls and rises again




•
 
the yo-yo syndrome of repeatedly losing weight and gaining it again.










3.
 


‹trademark›

 
‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a stupid, insane, or unpredictable person.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move up and down; fluctuate




•
 
popularity polls yo-yo up and down with the flow of events.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — manipulate or maneuver (someone or something)




•
 
I don't want the job if it means he gets to yo-yo me around.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.






Ypres

 
/ˈēpr(ə)/






a town in northwestern Belgium, near the border with France, in the province of West Flanders; pop. 34,812 (2008). It was the scene of some of the most bitter fighting during World War I (see Ypres, Battle of
 ).

Flemish name Ieper
 .










Ypres, Battle of






each of three battles on the Western Front near Ypres during World War I in 1914, 1915, and 1917.

See also Passchendaele, Battle of
 .









Ypsilanti

 
/ˌipsəˈlan(t)ē/






an industrial city in southeastern Michigan, near Ann Arbor; pop. 21,464 (est. 2008).









Yquem

 
/ēˈkem/






noun




a sweet white wine from the estate of Château d'Yquem in the Sauternes region of France.













yr.






abbreviation



1.
 
year or years.




2.
 
younger.




3.
 
your.













yrs.






abbreviation



1.
 
years.




2.
 
yours (as a formula ending a letter).













YT






abbreviation




Yukon Territory (in official postal use).













YTD






abbreviation




year to date.














ytterbium

 
/iˈtərbēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Yb

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 70, a silvery-white metal of the lanthanide series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Ytterby

 , the name of a Swedish town where it was first found in a quarry.





yttrium

 
/ˈitrēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Y

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 39, a grayish-white metal generally included among the rare earth elements.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
Ytterby

 (see ytterbium
 ).





Y2K






abbreviation




the year 2000.













yuan

 
/ˌyo͞oˈän/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of China, equal to 10 jiao or 100 fen.











– origin

 Chinese, literally ‘round’; compare with yen
 1
 .





Yuan

 
/yo͞oˈän/






a dynasty that ruled China 
AD

 1259–1368, established by the Mongols under Kublai Khan. It preceded the Ming dynasty.










Yuan Jiang

 
/yo͞oˌän jēˈäNG/






Chinese name for Red River
 (
sense

 1).









Yuba City

 
/ˌyo͞obə ˈsitē/






a commercial city in north central California, northwest of Sacramento; pop. 61,226 (est. 2008).









yuca

 
/ˈyo͞okə/





I.
 
noun






(chiefly US)

 another term for cassava
 .











– origin

 Carib.





Yucaipa

 
/yo͞oˈkīpə/






a city in southern California, southeast of San Bernardino; pop. 49,750 (est. 2008).









Yucatán

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈtan, -ˈtän, ˈyo͞okəˌtan, -ˌtän/





I.
 
a state in southeastern Mexico, at the northern tip of the Yucatán Peninsula; capital, Mérida.







– origin

 adapted from a Mayan name for the language of the Mayan Indians in Oaxaca, Mexico.





Yucatán Peninsula






a peninsula in southeastern Mexico that lies between the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.









Yucatec

 
/ˈyo͞okəˌtek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of the Yucatán peninsula.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a native or inhabitant of the peninsula or the state of Yucatán.




3.
 
the Mayan language of the Yucatec.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yucatec or their language.








III.
 
derivatives





Yucatecan

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈtekən /






adjective



















– origin

 from Spanish 
yucateco

 .





yucca

 
/ˈyəkə/





I.
 
noun




a plant of the agave family with stiff swordlike leaves and spikes of white bell-shaped flowers that are dependent upon the yucca moth for fertilization, found especially in warm regions of North America and Mexico.

[Genus 
Yucca

 , family 
Agavaceae

 : many species, including Spanish bayonet and Adam's needle.]











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (denoting cassava): from Carib.





yucca moth






noun




a small white American moth that lays its eggs in the ovary of a yucca plant. While doing so it deposits a ball of pollen on the stigma, thereby fertilizing the seeds on which the larvae feed.

[Genus 
Tegeticula

 , family 
Incurvariidae

 : several species, in particular 
T. yuccasella

 .]













Yuchi

 
/ˈyo͞oCHē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people now incorporated into the Creek Confederacy in Oklahoma.




2.
 
the language of the Yuchi.











– origin

 Creek, of uncertain origin.






yuck1


 
/yək /

 

‹informal›


 
yuk





I.
 
exclamation




used to express strong distaste or disgust




•
 
“Raw herrings! Yuck!”














II.
 
noun




something messy or disgusting




•
 
I can't bear the sight of blood and yuck.

















– origin

 1960s: imitative.






yuck2


 
/yək /

 

‹N. Amer. informal›


 
yuk





I.
 
noun




a laugh, especially a loud hearty one.








II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
laugh, especially in a loud hearty way.




2.
 
(
yuck it up

 )
 — act so as to cause laughter; fool around.











– origin

 1930s (theatrical slang): probably imitative.





yuck factor






noun






‹informal›

 a feeling of horror, revulsion, or disgust generated by an aspect of an idea, action, situation, etc.




•
 
water recycling is problematic even aside from the yuck factor of drinking purified sewage.



















yucky

 
/ˈyəkē /

 
yukky






adjective






‹informal›

 messy or disgusting




•
 
yucky green-gray slushy cabbage.



















Yudhoyono, Susilo Bambang

 
/ˌyo͞odōˈyōnō/






(1949–), Indonesian statesman, president since 2004; known as 
SBY

 . As president, he has supported an agenda of economic and social reform.










Yue

 
/yo͞oˈā/






noun




another term for Cantonese
 (the language).













yuga

 
/ˈyo͝oɡə/





I.
 
noun






[Hinduism]

 any of the four ages of the life of the world.











– origin

 Sanskrit.





Yugoslav

 
/ˈˌyo͞oɡəˌsläv/





I.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of Yugoslavia or its former constituent republics, or a person of Yugoslav descent.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to Yugoslavia, its former constituent republics, or its people.











– origin

 from Austrian German 
Jugoslav

 , from Croatian 
jug

 ‘south’ + Slav
 .





Yugoslavia

 
/ˌyo͞oɡōˈslävēə/







1.
 
a former federation of states in southeastern Europe, in the Balkans.





The country was formed as the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes in the peace settlements at the end of World War I. It included Serbia, Montenegro, and the former South Slavic provinces of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and assumed the name of Yugoslavia in 1929; its capital was Belgrade. After World War II, during which time Yugoslavia was invaded by Germany, the country emerged as a nonaligned communist federal republic under Marshal Tito. In 1990, communist rule was formally ended. Four of the six constituent republics (Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Macedonia) then seceded amid serious civil and ethnic conflict. The two remaining republics, Serbia and Montenegro, declared a new Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in 1992. This was dissolved in 2003, being replaced by the Union of Serbia and Montenegro. In 2006 Serbia and Montenegro voted to become independent republics.









Yugoslavian

 
/ˌyo͞oɡōˈslävēən/





I.
 
adjective




relating to characteristic of the former federal republic of Yugoslavia or its people




•
 
the Yugoslavian government.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the former federal republic of Yugoslavia




•
 
he was a Yugoslavian by birth.



















yuh

 
/yə/





I.
 
pronoun




nonstandard spelling of you
 , used in representing black English speech.








II.
 
possessive determiner




nonstandard spelling of your
 , used in representing black English speech.













Yuit

 
/ˈyo͞oət/





I.
 
noun, adjective




another term for Yupik
 .











– origin

 Siberian Yupik, literally ‘people.’





yuk1


 
/yək/






exclamation




variant spelling of yuck
 1
 .













yuk2


 
/yək/






noun, verb




variant spelling of yuck
 2
 .













Yukaghir

 
/ˌyo͞okəˈɡir/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a people of Arctic Siberia.




2.
 
the language of the Yukaghir, of uncertain affinity but possibly Uralic.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yukaghir or their language.











– origin

 Yakut.





yukata

 
/yo͝oˈkädə/





I.
 
noun




a light cotton kimono.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
yu

 ‘hot water’ (because originally worn indoors after a bath) + 
kata(bira

 ) ‘light kimono.’





Yukon

 
/ˈyo͞okän/






a river in northwestern North America that rises in Yukon Territory in northwestern Canada and flows west for 1,870 miles (3,020 km) through central Alaska to the Bering Sea.









Yukon stove






noun




a lightweight portable stove consisting of a small metal box divided into firebox and oven.













Yukon Territory






a territory in northwestern Canada, on the border with Alaska; pop. 30,372 (2006); capital, Whitehorse. The population increased briefly during the Klondike gold rush 1897–99.









yulan

 
/ˈyo͞oˌlan, -lən/





I.
 
noun




a Chinese magnolia with showy white flowers.

[
Magnolia heptapeta

 , family 
Magnoliaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from Chinese 
yùlán

 , from 
yù

 ‘gem’ + 
lán

 ‘plant.’






Yule

 
/yo͞ol/





I.
 
noun




archaic term for Christmas
 .











– origin

 Old English 
gēol(a)

 ‘Christmas Day’; compare with Old Norse 
jól

 , originally applied to a heathen festival lasting twelve days, later to Christmas.





yule log

 
/ˈyo͞ol ˌlôɡ/






noun



1.
 
a large log traditionally burned in the fireplace on Christmas Eve.




2.
 
a log-shaped chocolate cake eaten at Christmas.













Yuletide

 
/ˈyo͞olˌtīd/






noun




archaic term for Christmas
 .














yum

 
/yəm /

 

‹informal›


 
yum-yum





I.
 
exclamation




used to express pleasure at eating, or at the prospect of eating, a particular food.








II.
 
adjective




(of food) delicious.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.





Yuma1


 
/ˈyo͞omə/






a city in southwestern Arizona, near the Colorado River and the Mexican border; pop. 90,041 (est. 2008).










Yuma2






I.
 
noun



1.
 
(
pl.

 same or Yumas)
 — a member of an American Indian people living mainly in southwestern Arizona.




2.
 
the Yuman language of the Yumas.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yuma.











– origin

 from Pima 
yumĭ

 .





Yuman

 
/ˈyo͞omən/





I.
 
noun




a family of American Indian languages including Yuma.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the Yuman languages or their speakers.











– origin

 from Yuma
 2
 + -an
 .






yummy

 
/ˈyəmē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 (of food) delicious




•
 
yummy pumpkin cakes.










2.
 


‹informal›

 highly attractive and desirable




•
 
I scooped up this yummy young man.














II.
 
noun

 — (
yummies

 )


1.
 
delicious food




•
 
plates of homemade yummies.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from yum
 + -y
 1
 .





Yunnan

 
/yo͞oˈnän/






a province in southwestern China, on the border with Vietnam, Laos, and Burma (Myanmar); capital, Kunming.









yup1


 
/yəp/






exclamation, noun




variant spelling of yep
 .













yup2


 
/yəp/






noun




short for yuppie
 .














Yupik

 
/ˈyo͞opik/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an Eskimo people of Siberia, the Aleutian Islands, and southwestern Alaska.




2.
 
any of the Eskimo languages of the Yupik.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yupik or their languages.











– origin

 from Alaskan Yupik 
Yup'ik

 ‘real person.’ / 
usage:

 See usage at Inuit
 .






yuppie

 
/ˈyəpē /

 
yuppy





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 a young person with a well-paid job and a fashionable lifestyle.








II.
 
derivatives





yuppiedom

 
/-dəm /






noun



















– origin

 1980s: elaboration of the acronym from 
young urban professional

 .





yuppie flu

 
/ˈyəpē flo͞o /

 
yuppie disease






noun




informal derogatory term for chronic fatigue syndrome
 .













yuppify

 
/ˈyəpəˌfī/





I.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 
‹derogatory›

 make more affluent and upmarket in keeping with the taste and lifestyle of yuppies




•
 
Kreuzberg is slowly being yuppified with smart little eating places.














II.
 
derivatives





yuppification

 
/ˌyəpəfəˈkāSH(ə)n /






noun





















Yurok

 
/ˈyo͝orˌäk, -ək/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people of northern California.




2.
 
the language of the Yurok, distantly related to Algonquian.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Yurok or their language.











– origin

 from Karok 
yúruk

 , literally ‘downstream.’





yurt

 
/yərt/





I.
 
noun




a circular tent of felt or skins on a collapsible framework, used by nomads in Mongolia, Siberia, and Turkey.











– origin

 from Russian 
yurta

 , via French or German from Turkic 
jurt

 .





Yuzovka

 
/ˈyo͞ozəfkə/





I.
 
former name (1872–1924) for Donetsk
 .







– origin

 named in honor of John Hughes (1814–89), a Welshman who established its first ironworks.





yuzu

 
/ˈyo͞ozo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a round, yellowish citrus fruit with fragrant, acidic juice, used chiefly as a flavoring




•
 
a version of eggs Benedict made with smoked salmon and hollandaise sauce flavored with yuzu.










2.
 
(also 
yuzu tree

 )
 — the citrus tree that bears the yuzu, originating in China and widely cultivated in Japan and Korea




•
 
his six yuzu trees yield 200 pounds of the coveted citrus per year.







[
Citrus × junos

 , family 
Rutaceae

 .]











– origin

 Japanese.





YWCA

 
/ˌwī ˌdəbəlyo͞o ˌsē ˈā/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a welfare movement with branches in many countries that began in Britain in 1855.




2.
 
a hostel or recreational facility run by the YWCA.











– origin

 abbreviation of 
Young Women's Christian Association

 .





YWHA






abbreviation




Young Women's Hebrew Association.













Z1


 
/zē /

 
z





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the twenty-sixth letter of the alphabet.




2.
 
denoting the next after Y in a set of items, categories, etc.




3.
 
denoting a third unknown or unspecified person or thing




•
 
X sold a car to Y (a car dealer) who in turn sold it to Z (a finance company).










4.
 
(usu. 
z

 )
 — the third unknown quantity in an algebraic expression.

[the introduction of 
x

 , 
y

 , and 
z

 as symbols of unknown quantities is due to Descartes (see X
 1
 ).]




5.
 
(usu. 
z

 )
 — denoting the third axis in a three-dimensional system of coordinates


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the 
z

 
-axis

 .










6.
 
a shape like that of a capital Z


[in 
combination

 ]


•
 
the same old 
Z-shaped

 crack in the paving stone.










7.
 
used in repeated form to represent the sound of buzzing or snoring




•
 
I'm being overcome with weariness as I write … zzzzz, zzzzz.














II.
 
phrases





catch some (or a few) Zs








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 get some sleep




•
 
I'll go back to the hotel and catch some Zs.























Z2


 
/zē/






symbol






[Chemistry]

 atomic number.













'za

 
/zä /

 
za






noun






(US)

 
‹informal›

 short for pizza
 :




•
 
the mushroom 'za was amazing.




















zabaglione

 
/ˌzäbəlˈyōnē/





I.
 
noun




an Italian dessert made of whipped and heated egg yolks, sugar, and Marsala wine, served hot or cold.











– origin

 Italian.






Zabrze

 
/ˈzäbZHə/






an industrial and mining city in southern Poland, in Upper Silesia; pop. 189,656 (2007). From 1915 to 1945, it was a German city called Hindenburg.









Zacatecas

 
/ˌzäkəˈtākəs, ˌsäkə-/





I.
 
a state in northern central Mexico.




II.
 
the capital of Zacatecas, a silver-mining city located at an altitude of 8,200 feet (2,500 m); pop. 122,889 (2005).









zaffer

 
/ˈzafər /

 
zaffre





I.
 
noun




impure cobalt oxide, formerly used to make smalt and blue enamels.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Italian 
zaffera

 or French 
safre

 .





zaftig

 
/ˈzäftiɡ /

 
zoftig





I.
 
adjective






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 (of a woman) having a full, rounded figure; plump.











– origin

 1930s: Yiddish, from German 
saftig

 ‘juicy.’





zag

 
/zaɡ/





I.
 
noun




a sharp change of direction in a zigzag course




•
 
we traveled in a series of zigs and zags.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a sharp change of direction




•
 
a long path zigged and 
zagged through

 the woods.

















– origin

 late 18th cent.: shortening of zigzag
 .





Zagazig

 
/ˌzäɡäˈzēɡ, zäˈɡäziɡ /

 
Zaqaziq






a city in northern Egypt, located on the Nile delta; pop. 302,800 (est. 2006).









Zagreb

 
/ˈzäɡreb/






a city in northern central Croatia, the country's capital; pop. 704,800 (est. 2009).









Zagros Mountains

 
/ˈzaɡrəs, -ˌrōs/






a mountain range in western Iran that rises to 14,921 feet (4,548 m) at Zard Kuh. Most of Iran's oil fields lie along the western foothills.









Zaharias, Babe

 
/zəˈharēəs/






(1911–56), US track and field athlete and golfer; full name 
Mildred Ella Didrikson Zaharias

 . After winning gold medals in the javelin throw and 80-meter hurdle events at the 1932 Olympic games, she turned to golf and won many major professional titles between 1936 and 1954.









zaibatsu

 
/zīˈbätˌso͞o, -ˈbat-/





I.
 
noun




a large Japanese business conglomerate.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
zai

 ‘wealth’ + 
batsu

 ‘clique.’





zaire

 
/zäˈir/





I.
 
noun




the former basic monetary unit of Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo), equal to 100 makuta.











– origin

 from 
Zaire

 , a local name for the Congo River in central Africa.






Zaire

 
/zäˈir/






Former name (until 1997) of Congo, Democratic Republic of
 .









Zairean

 
/zīˈērēən /

 
Zairian





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the former country of Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo, or its people




•
 
a Zairean doctor.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the former country Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo




•
 
the Zaireans among them categorically refused to buy tickets.




















Zaire River






see Congo
 .










zakat

 
/zəˈkät/





I.
 
noun




obligatory payment made annually under Islamic law on certain kinds of property and used for charitable and religious purposes.











– origin

 via Persian and Urdu from Arabic 
zakā(t

 ) ‘almsgiving.’






Zakinthos

 
/ˈzäkinˌTHôs, zəˈkinTHəs /

 
Zakynthos






a Greek island off the southwestern coast of mainland Greece, in the Ionian Sea, one of the Ionian Islands; pop. 11,000 (est. 2009).

Also called Zante
 .









zakuska

 
/zəˈko͞oskə /

 
zakouska





I.
 
noun




a substantial Russian hors d'oeuvre item such as caviar sandwiches or vegetables with sour cream dip, all served with vodka.











– origin

 Russian.





zalcitabine

 
/zalˈsidəˌbēn/





I.
 
noun




another term for dideoxycytidine
 .











– origin

 1990s: from 
zal-

 (of unknown origin) + 
-citabine

 apparently formed by arbitrary alteration of cytidine
 .





Zambezi

 
/ˌzamˈbēzē/






a river in East Africa that rises in northwestern Zambia and flows for 1,600 miles (2,560 km), first south and then east, through Angola and the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) to Victoria Falls where it turns to form the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe before crossing Mozambique and entering the Indian Ocean.










Zambia

 
/ˈzambēə/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in central Africa, separated from Zimbabwe by the Zambezi River; pop. 11,862,700 (est. 2009); capital, Lusaka; languages, English (official) and various Bantu languages.





Formerly a British protectorate called Northern Rhodesia, Zambia became an independent republic within the Commonwealth of Nations in 1964, under Kenneth Kaunda (president 1964–91). Zambia's economy was adversely affected by its involvement in the Zimbabwe independence struggle 1965–79.




II.
 
derivatives





Zambian

 
/ˈzambēən /






adjective, noun





















Zamboanga

 
/ˌzambōˈaNGɡə/






a port in southern Philippines, on the western coast of the island of Mindanao; pop. 774,400 (est. 2007).









Zamboni

 
/ˌzamˈbōnē/






noun






‹trademark›

 a machine used to resurface ice for skating.













zamia

 
/ˈzāmēə /

 


‹Austral.›

 zamia palm





I.
 
noun




an American or Australian cycad, some kinds of which produce roots or seeds that are edible after careful preparation.

[Genera 
Zamia

 (of America) and 
Macrozamia

 (of Australia), family 
Zamiaceae

 .]











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from 
zamiae

 , misreading (in Pliny) of 
azaniae

 ‘pine cones.’





zamindar

 
/ˈzamənˌdär, zəˌmēnˈdär /

 
zemindar





I.
 
noun






(Indian)

 a landowner, especially one who leases his land to tenant farmers.











– origin

 via Urdu from Persian 
zamīndār

 , from 
zamīn

 ‘land’ + 
-dār

 ‘holder.’





zamindari

 
/ˌzamənˈdärē, zəˌmēn-/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


(Indian)

 
‹historical›

 the system under which zamindars held land.




2.
 


(Indian)

 
‹historical›

 the office or territory of a zamindar.











– origin

 Urdu.





Zande

 
/ˈzandē /

 
Azande





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a central African people of mixed ethnic origin.




2.
 
the Niger–Congo language of the Zande, with over a million speakers mainly in northern Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire) and Sudan.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Zande or their language.











– origin

 the name in Zande.





Zantac

 
/ˈzantak/





I.
 
noun




trademark for ranitidine
 .











– origin

 late 20th cent.: probably from 
Z-

 + antacid
 .






Zante

 
/ˈzan(t)ē/






another name for Zakinthos
 .









ZANU

 
/ˈzano͞o/






abbreviation




Zimbabwe African National Union.













ZANU–PF






abbreviation




Zimbabwe African National Union (Patriotic Front).













Zanuck, Darryl F.

 
/ˈzanək/






(1902–79), US movie producer; full name 
Darryl Francis Zanuck

 . He was the controlling executive of Twentieth Century Fox and its president from 1965 until his retirement in 1971.









zany

 
/ˈzānē/





I.
 
adjective




amusingly unconventional and idiosyncratic




•
 
zany humor.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
an erratic or eccentric person.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a comic performer partnering a clown, whom he imitated in an amusing way.








III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zanily

 
/-nəlē /






adverb













2.
 
zaniness






noun



















– origin

 late 16th cent.: from French 
zani

 or Italian 
zan(n)i

 , Venetian form of 
Gianni

 , 
Giovanni

 ‘John,’ stock name of the servants acting as clowns in the 
commedia dell'arte

 .





Zanzibar

 
/ˈzanzəˌbär/






an island off the coast of East Africa, part of Tanzania; pop. 1,207,500 (2009, with Pemba). In 1964, it became a republic and united with Tanganyika to form Tanzania.









Zanzibari

 
/ˌzanzəˈbärē/





I.
 
adjective




relating to or characteristic of the island of Zanzibar or its inhabitants




•
 
the island's chef cooks up Zanzibari cuisine.














II.
 
noun




a native or inhabitant of the island of Zanzibar




•
 
they asked every Zanzibari to give their opinions.




















Zaozhuang

 
/ˌzouˈZHwäNG /

 
Tsao-chuang






a city in eastern China, in Shandong province; pop. 762,900 (est. 2006).









zap

 
/zap /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — destroy or obliterate




•
 
zap the enemy's artillery before it can damage your core units




•
 
it's vital to zap stress fast.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move suddenly and rapidly in a specified direction




•
 
the boat zapped us up river.










3.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — move suddenly and rapidly, especially between television channels or sections of videotape by use of a remote control




•
 
video recorders mean the audience will zap through the ads.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cook or warm (food or a hot drink) in a microwave oven.








II.
 
noun




a sudden effect or event that makes a dramatic impact, especially a sudden burst of energy or sound




•
 
the eggs get an extra zap of UV light.

















– origin

 1920s (originally US): imitative.






Zapata, Emiliano

 
/zəˈpätə/






(1879–1919), Mexican revolutionary. He attempted to implement his program of agrarian reform by means of guerrilla warfare. From 1914, he and Pancho Villa fought against the regimes of General Huerta and Venustiano Carranza.









zapateado

 
/ˌzäpətēˈädō, -tā-/





I.
 
noun




a flamenco dance with rhythmic stamping of the feet.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: Spanish, from 
zapato

 ‘shoe.’





Zapatista

 
/ˌzäpəˈtēstə/





I.
 
noun




a member or supporter of a Mexican revolutionary force working for social and agrarian reforms, which launched a popular uprising in the state of Chiapas in 1994.











– origin

 Spanish, named after Emiliano 
Zapata

 (see Zapata, Emiliano
 ) + -ista
 .






Zaporizhzhya

 
/ˌzäpəˈrēZH(y)ə/






an industrial city in Ukraine, on the Dnieper River; pop. 781,600 (est. 2009). Russian name 
Zaporozhye

 .

Former name (until 1921) Aleksandrovsk
 .









Zapotec

 
/ˈzäpəˌtek/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of an American Indian people living in and around Oaxaca in southern Mexico.




2.
 
the Otomanguean language of the Zapotec, with some 300,000 speakers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Zapotec or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
zapoteco

 , from Nahuatl 
tzapoteca

 , plural of 
tzapotecatl

 , literally ‘person of the place of the sapodilla.’





Zappa, Frank

 
/ˈzapə/






(1940–93), US rock singer, musician, and songwriter. In 1965, he formed the Mothers of Invention, a group that combined psychedelic rock with elements of jazz and satire. In his later career he often mixed flowing guitar improvisations with scatological humor.









zapper

 
/ˈzapər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a remote control for a television, video, or other piece of electronic equipment.




2.
 


‹informal›

 
(N. Amer.)

 an electronic device used for killing insects




•
 
a bug zapper.



















zappy

 
/ˈzapē/






adjective






‹informal›

 lively; energetic




•
 
a zappy musical tapestry.



















ZAPU

 
/ˈzapo͞o/






abbreviation




Zimbabwe African People's Union.














Zaragoza

 
/ˌsärəˈɡōsə, ˌTHärəˈɡōTHə/






Spanish name for Saragossa
 .









Zarathustra

 
/ˌzerəˈTHo͞ostrə/





I.
 
the Avestan name for the Persian prophet Zoroaster.




II.
 
derivatives





Zarathustrian

 
/-ˈTHo͞ostrēən /






adjective, noun





















zari

 
/ˈzärē/





I.
 
noun

 — [usu. as 
modifier

 ]


1.
 
a type of gold thread used decoratively on Indian clothing.











– origin

 from Urdu 
zarī

 , from Persian 
zar

 ‘gold.’





Zaria

 
/ˈzärēə/






a city in northern Nigeria; pop. 889,000 (est. 2007).









zariba

 
/zəˈrēbə /

 
zareba





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a protective enclosure of thorn bushes or stakes surrounding a campsite or village in northeastern Africa.




2.
 
a cattle corral.











– origin

 from Arabic 
zarība

 ‘cattle pen; stockade.’






Zarqa

 
/ˈzärkə /

 
az-Zarqa






a city in northwestern Jordan; pop. 639,469 (2004).









zarzuela

 
/zärˈzwālə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a Spanish traditional form of musical comedy.




2.
 
a Spanish dish of various kinds of seafood cooked in a rich sauce.











– origin

 Spanish, apparently from a place name.





zayin

 
/ˈzäyin/






noun




the seventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet.













zazen

 
/ˌzäˈzen/





I.
 
noun




Zen meditation, usually performed in the lotus position.











– origin

 Japanese, from 
za

 ‘sitting’ + 
zen

 (see Zen
 ).





Zb

 
ZB






abbreviation






[Computing]

 zettabyte(s).













Z boson






noun




another term for Z particle
 .













Z-DNA

 
/ˌzēˌdēˌenˈā/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 DNA in which the double helix has a left-handed rather than the usual right-handed twist and the sugar phosphate backbone follows a zigzag course.














zeal

 
/zēl/





I.
 
noun




great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause or an objective




•
 
his 
zeal for

 privatization




•
 
Laura brought a missionary zeal to her work.

















– origin

 late Middle English: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
zēlos

 .






Zealand

 
/ˈzēlənd/






the principal island of Denmark, located between the Jutland peninsula and the southern tip of Sweden. Its chief city is Copenhagen.

Danish name Sjælland
 .









zealot

 
/ˈzelət/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a person who is fanatical and uncompromising in pursuit of their religious, political, or other ideals.




2.
 
(
Zealot

 )
 — 

‹historical›

 a member of an ancient Jewish sect aiming at a world Jewish theocracy and resisting the Romans until 
AD

 70.











– origin

 mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘member of an ancient Jewish sect’): via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek 
zēlōtēs

 , from 
zēloun

 ‘be jealous,’ from 
zēlos

 (see zeal
 ).





zealotry

 
/ˈzelətrē/






noun




fanatical and uncompromising pursuit of religious, political, or other ideals; fanaticism.














zealous

 
/ˈzeləs/





I.
 
adjective




having or showing zeal




•
 
the council was extremely zealous in the application of the regulations.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zealously

 
/ˈzeləslē /






adverb













2.
 
zealousness

 
/ˈzeləsnəs /






noun



















– origin

 early 16th cent.: from a medieval Latin derivative of Latin 
zelus

 ‘zeal, jealousy.’





zeaxanthin

 
/ˌzēəˈzanTHin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a carotenoid present in the retina of the eye and in many plants, used as a food additive and supplement.











– origin

 1920s: via German from modern Latin 
zea

 ‘maize’ + 
xanthin

 , a yellow coloring in some plants.






zebra

 
/ˈzēbrə/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an African wild horse with black-and-white stripes and an erect mane.

[Genus 
Equus

 , family 
Equidae

 : three species, the 
common zebra

 (
E. burchellii

 ), 
Grevy's zebra

 (
E. grevyi

 ), and the 
mountain zebra

 (
E. zebra

 ). See also quagga
 .]




2.
 
a large butterfly with pale bold stripes on a dark background, in particular

[● a yellow and black American butterfly (
Heliconius charitonius

 , subfamily 
Heliconiinae

 , family 
Nymphalidae

 ).]




3.
 
(also 
zebra fish

 )
 — 

(S. African)

 a silvery-gold sea bream with vertical black stripes.

[
Diplodus cervinus

 , family 
Sparidae

 .]




4.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 a person whose characteristic garb is a black-and-white striped uniform, especially a football official or a convict.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Italian, Spanish, or Portuguese, originally in the sense ‘wild ass,’ perhaps ultimately from Latin 
equiferus

 , from 
equus

 ‘horse’ + 
ferus

 ‘wild.’





zebra crossing






noun






(Brit.)

 an area of road painted with broad white stripes, where vehicles must stop if pedestrians wish to cross; a crosswalk.













zebra finch






noun




a small Australian waxbill with black and white stripes on the face, popular as a pet bird.

[
Poephila guttata

 , family 
Estrildidae

 .]













zebra mussel






noun




a small freshwater bivalve mollusk with zigzag markings on the shell, sometimes becoming a pest because it blocks water pipes.

[
Dreissena polymorpha

 , family 
Dreissenidae

 .]













zebrawood

 
/ˈzēbrəˌwo͝od/






noun




any of a number of tropical trees that produce ornamental striped timber that is used chiefly in cabinetmaking.

[Species in several families, such as 
Connarus guianensis

 (family 
Connaraceae

 ) of Guyana, and 
Diospyros marmorata

 (family 
Ebenaceae

 ) of the Andaman Islands.]














zebu

 
/ˈzēˌb(y)o͞o/





I.
 
noun




another term for Brahman
 (
sense

 3).











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from French 
zébu

 , of unknown origin.





Zebulun

 
/ˈzebyələn /

 
Zebulon





I.
 
(in the Bible) a Hebrew patriarch, son of Jacob and Leah.




II.
 
the tribe of Israel traditionally descended from him.









Zech.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Zechariah.













Zechariah

 
/ˌzekəˈrīə/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet of the 6th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
a book of the Bible including his prophecies.










zed

 
/zed/





I.
 
noun






(Brit.)

 the letter Z.











– origin

 late Middle English: from French 
zède

 , via late Latin from Greek 
zēta

 (see zeta
 ).





Zedekiah

 
/ˌzedəˈkīə/






(in the Bible) the last king of Judea, who rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and was carried off to Babylon into captivity.









zedoary

 
/ˈzedōˌerē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an Indian plant related to turmeric, with an aromatic rhizome.

[
Curcuma zedoaria

 , family 
Zingiberaceae

 .]




2.
 
a gingerlike substance made from the rhizome of the zedoary plant, used in medicine, perfumery, and dyeing.











– origin

 late Middle English: from medieval Latin 
zedoarium

 , from Persian 
zadwār

 .





zee

 
/zē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 the letter Z.











– origin

 late 17th cent.: variant of zed
 .





Zeeman effect

 
/ˈzēmən, ˈzā-/





I.
 
noun






[Physics]

 the splitting of the spectrum line into several components by the application of a magnetic field.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Pieter 
Zeeman

 (1865–1943), Dutch physicist.





Zeffirelli, Franco

 
/ˌzefəˈrelē/






(1923–), Italian movie and theater director; born 
Gianfranco Corsi

 . His operatic productions are noted for the opulence of their sets and costumes. Notable movies: 
Romeo and Juliet

 (1968), 
Hamlet

 (1990), and 
Tea with Mussolini

 (1999).









zein

 
/ˈzēin/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 the principal protein of corn.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from modern Latin 
Zea

 (genus name of corn) + -in
 1
 .





zeitgeber

 
/ˈtsītˌɡābər, ˈzīt-/





I.
 
noun






[Physiology]

 a cue given by the environment, such as a change in light or temperature, to reset the internal body clock.











– origin

 mid 20th cent.: from German 
Zeitgeber

 , from 
Zeit

 ‘time’ + 
Geber

 ‘giver.’





zeitgeist

 
/ˈtsītˌɡīst ˈzītˌɡīst/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the defining spirit or mood of a particular period of history as shown by the ideas and beliefs of the time




•
 
the story captured the zeitgeist of the late 1960s.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German 
Zeitgeist

 , from 
Zeit

 ‘time’ + 
Geist

 ‘spirit.’





Zelig

 
/ˈzeliɡ/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a person who is able to change their appearance, behavior, or attitudes, so as to be comfortable in any situation




•
 
a financial Zelig, he was the only man to advise all four of the major networks on deals in one year.

















– origin

 1980s: from the name of Leonard 
Zelig

 , the chameleonic subject of Woody Allen's film 
Zelig

 (1983).





zelkova

 
/zelˈkōvə/






noun




an Asian tree of the elm family, often cultivated as an ornamental, for its timber, or as a bonsai tree.

[Genus 
Zelkova

 , family 
Ulmaceae

 : several species, in particular 
Japanese zelkova

 (
Z. serrata

 ).]













zemstvo

 
/ˈzemstvō/





I.
 
noun




one of a system of elected councils established in tsarist Russia to administer local affairs after the abolition of serfdom.











– origin

 Russian, from 
zemlya

 ‘land.’






Zen

 
/zen /

 
Zen Buddhism





I.
 
noun




a Japanese school of Mahayana Buddhism emphasizing the value of meditation and intuition.

Zen Buddhism was introduced to Japan from China in the 12th century and has had a profound cultural influence. The aim of Zen is to achieve sudden enlightenment (satori) through meditation in a seated posture (zazen), usually under the guidance of a teacher and often using paradoxical statements (koans) to transcend rational thought.








II.
 
derivatives





Zen Buddhist






noun



















– origin

 Japanese, literally ‘meditation,’ from Chinese 
chán

 ‘quietude,’ from Sanskrit 
dhyāna

 ‘meditation.’





zenana

 
/zəˈnänə/





I.
 
noun




(in India and Iran) the part of a house for the seclusion of women.











– origin

 from Persian and Urdu 
zanānah

 , from 
zan

 ‘woman.’





Zend

 
/zend/





I.
 
noun




an interpretation of the Avesta, each Zend being part of the Zend-Avesta.











– origin

 from Persian 
zand

 ‘interpretation.’





Zend-Avesta

 
/ˌzendəˈvestə/






noun




the Zoroastrian sacred writings, comprising the Avesta (the text) and Zend (the commentary).













Zener

 
/ˈzēnər /

 
Zener diode





I.
 
noun






[Electronics]

 a form of semiconductor diode in which at a critical reverse voltage a large reverse current can flow.











– origin

 1950s: named after Clarence M. 
Zener

 (1905–93), American physicist.





Zener cards





I.
 
plural noun




a set of 25 cards each with one of five different symbols, used in ESP research.











– origin

 1930s: named after Karl E. 
Zener

 (1903–61), American psychologist.






zenith

 
/ˈzēnəTH/





I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
the highest point reached by a celestial or other object




•
 
the sun was well past the zenith




•
 
the missile reached its zenith and fell.










2.
 
the point in the sky or celestial sphere directly above an observer.

The opposite of nadir
 .




3.
 
the time at which something is most powerful or successful




•
 
under Justinian, the Byzantine Empire reached its zenith of influence.














II.
 
derivatives





zenithal

 
/ˈzēniTH(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French or medieval Latin 
cenit

 , based on Arabic 
samt (ar-ra's

 ) ‘path (over the head).’





Zeno1


 
/ˈzēnō/






(
fl.

 5th century 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher. A member of the Eleatic school, he defended Parmenides' theories by formulating paradoxes that appeared to demonstrate the impossibility of motion.









Zeno2







(
c.

 335–
c.

 263 
BC

 ), Greek philosopher; founder of Stoicism; known as 
Zeno of Citium

 . He founded the school of Stoic philosophy 
c.

 300 (see stoicism
 ).









Zenobia

 
/zəˈnōbēə/






(3rd century 
AD

 ), queen of Palmyra 
c.

 267–272. She conquered Egypt and much of Asia Minor. When she proclaimed her son emperor, the Roman emperor Aurelian attacked, defeated, and captured her.









zeolite

 
/ˈzēəˌlīt/





I.
 
noun




any of a large group of minerals consisting of hydrated aluminosilicates of sodium, potassium, calcium, and barium. They can be readily dehydrated and rehydrated, and are used as cation exchangers and molecular sieves.








II.
 
derivatives





zeolitic

 
/ˌzēəˈlitik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 18th cent.: from Swedish and German 
zeolit

 , from Greek 
zein

 ‘to boil’ + -lite
 (from their characteristic swelling when heated in the laboratory).





Zeph.






abbreviation






[Bible]

 Zephaniah.













Zephaniah

 
/ˌzefəˈnīə/





I.
 
a Hebrew minor prophet of the 7th century 
BC

 .




II.
 
a book of the Bible containing his prophecies.









zephyr

 
/ˈzefər/





I.
 
noun



1.
 


‹literary›

 a soft gentle breeze.




2.
 


‹historical›

 a fine cotton gingham.




3.
 
a very light article of clothing.











– origin

 late Old English 
zefferus

 , denoting a personification of the west wind, via Latin from Greek 
zephuros

 ‘(god of) the west wind.’ Sense 1 dates from the late 17th cent.





Zeppelin

 
/ˈzep(ə)lən/






noun




a large German dirigible airship of the early 20th century, long and cylindrical in shape and with a rigid framework. Zeppelins were used during World War I for reconnaissance and bombing, and after the war as passenger transports until the 1930s.













Zeppelin, Ferdinand von

 
/ˈzep(ə)lən/






Count (1838–1917), German aviation pioneer; full name 
Ferdinand Adolf Heinrich August Graf von Zeppelin

 . An army officer until his retirement in 1890, he devoted the rest of his life to the development of the dirigible airship named after him.










zepto-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 10−21





•
 
zeptosecond.

















– origin

 adapted from septi-
 , on the pattern of combining forms such as 
peta-

 and 
exa-

 .





Zermatt

 
/ˈzərˌmät, (t)serˈmät/






an Alpine ski resort and mountaineering center near the Matterhorn, in southern Switzerland.










zero

 
/ˈzirō ˈzēˌrō/





I.
 
cardinal number



1.
 
no quantity or number; naught; the figure 0




•
 
figures from zero to nine




•
 
you've left off a zero—it should be five hundred million.










2.
 
a point on a scale or instrument from which a positive or negative quantity is reckoned




•
 
the gauge dropped to zero




•
 [as 
adj.

 ]
 
a zero rate of interest.










3.
 
the temperature corresponding to 0° on the Celsius scale (32° Fahrenheit), marking the freezing point of water




•
 
the temperature was below zero.










4.
 
the temperature corresponding to 0° on the Fahrenheit scale (approximately minus 18° Celsius), considered a very cold temperature, especially for outdoor activities




•
 
thirty below zero!







See also subzero
 .




5.
 
[usu. as 
adj.

 ]
 — 

[Linguistics]

 the absence of an actual word or morpheme to realize a syntactic or morphological phenomenon




•
 
the zero plural in “three sheep.”










6.
 
the lowest possible amount or level; nothing at all




•
 
I rated my chances as zero.










7.
 
short for zero hour
 .




8.
 


‹informal›

 a worthless or contemptibly undistinguished person




•
 
her husband is an absolute zero.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
adjust (an instrument) to zero




•
 
zero the counter when the tape has rewound.










2.
 
set the sights of (a gun) for firing.








III.
 
phrasal verbs




1.
 
zero in





a.
 
take aim with a gun or missile




•
 
jet fighters 
zeroed in on

 the rebel positions.










b.
 
focus one's attention




•
 
they 
zeroed in on

 the clues he gave away about.















2.
 
zero out






phase out or reduce to zero




•
 
the bill would zero out capital gains taxes.





















– origin

 early 17th cent.: from French 
zéro

 or Italian 
zero

 , via Old Spanish from Arabic 
ṣifr

 ‘cipher.’





zero-based

 
/ˈzērōbāst/






adjective






[Finance]

 (of a budget or budgeting) having each item costed anew, rather than in relation to its size or status in the previous budget.













zero-carbon






adjective




causing or resulting in no net release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere




•
 
zero-carbon homes.



















zero-coupon






adjective




of or relating to a debt obligation that pays no interest to the holder until it reaches maturity or is sold.




•
 
volatile zero-coupon bonds pay no interest but are issued of a discount to face value.



















zero-coupon bond






noun




a bond that is issued at a deep discount to its face value but pays no interest.













zero-day






adjective






[Computing]

 deriving from or relating to a previously unknown vulnerability to attack in some software




•
 
the service is designed to detect all manner of malware, including zero-day threats.



















zero-defect






adjective




having no errors or flaws




•
 
the shop provides zero-defect and on-time delivery services.



















zero-emission

 
/ˌzērōəˈmiSHən/






adjective




denoting a road vehicle that emits no pollutants from its exhaust.













zero G






abbreviation




zero gravity.













zero gravity






noun






[Physics]

 the state or condition in which there is no apparent force of gravity acting on a body, either because the force is locally weak, or because both the body and its surroundings are freely and equally accelerating under the force.














zero hour





I.
 
noun




the time at which a planned operation, typically a military one, is set to begin.











– origin

 World War I: from zero
 + hour
 .





zero-hours






adjective






(Brit.)

 denoting or relating to a contract of employment that does not include a guarantee of regular work for the employee, who is paid only for the hours they actually work




•
 
their survey suggested that one million people are employed on low-security zero-hours contracts




•
 
the Institute is hiring more zero-hours workers.



















zero option

 
/ˈzirō ˈzērō ˈäpSHən/






noun




a disarmament proposal for the total removal of certain types of weapons on both sides.













zero-point

 
/ˈzērōpoint/






adjective






[Physics]

 relating to or denoting properties and phenomena in quantized systems at absolute zero.













zero population growth






noun




the maintenance of a population at a constant level by limiting the number of live births to only what is needed to replace the existing population.













zero-sum

 
/ˈˌzirō ˈsəm ˈˌzērō ˈsəm/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 
(of a game or situation) in which whatever is gained by one side is lost by the other




•
 
altruism is not a zero-sum game.



















zeroth

 
/ˈzi(ə)rōTH, ˈzēˌrōTH/





I.
 
adjective




immediately preceding what is regarded as first in a series.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from zero
 + -th
 1
 .





zero tolerance






noun




refusal to accept antisocial behavior, typically by strict and uncompromising application of the law.













zest

 
/zest/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
great enthusiasm and energy




•
 
they campaigned with zest and intelligence




•
 [in 
sing.

 ]
 
she had a great 
zest for

 life.










2.
 
a quality of excitement and piquancy




•
 
I used to try to beat past records to add zest to my monotonous job.










3.
 
the outer colored part of the peel of citrus fruit, used as flavoring.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
scrape off the outer colored part of the peel of (a piece of citrus fruit) for use as flavoring




•
 
zest the orange and lemon, taking care to discard all of the white pith.














III.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zestful

 
/ˈzes(t)f(ə)l /






adjective













2.
 
zestfully

 
/ˈzes(t)fəlē /






adverb













3.
 
zestfulness

 
/-fəlnəs /






noun













4.
 
zesty

 
/ˈzestē /






adjective



















– origin

 late 15th cent.: from French 
zeste

 ‘orange or lemon peel,’ of unknown origin.





zester

 
/ˈzestər/






noun




a kitchen utensil for removing fine shreds of zest from citrus fruit.














zeta

 
/ˈzēːtə/






noun



1.
 
the sixth letter of the Greek alphabet (
Ζ

 , 
ζ

 ), transliterated as ‘z.’




2.
 
[followed by Latin genitive] (
Zeta

 )
 — 

[Astronomy]

 the sixth star in a constellation




•
 
Zeta Ursae Majoris.



















zeta potential






noun






[Chemistry]

 the potential difference existing between the surface of a solid particle immersed in a conducting liquid (e.g., water) and the bulk of the liquid.













zetetic

 
/zəˈtedik/





I.
 
adjective






‹rare›

 proceeding by inquiry.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from Greek 
zētētikos

 , from 
zētein

 ‘seek.’





zetetics

 
/zəˈtediks/






noun

 — [treated as 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a historical branch of algebra concerned with the direct search for unknown quantities.













zetta-





I.
 
combining form




(used in units of measurement) denoting a factor of 1021





•
 
zettahertz.

















– origin

 apparently adapted from Italian 
sette

 ‘seven’ (see also zepto-
 ).





zettabyte

 
/ˈzedəˌbīt /

 
Zb
 , ZB






noun






[Computing]

 a unit of information equal to one sextillion (1021
 ) or, strictly, 270
 bytes.














zeugma

 
/ˈzo͞oɡmə/





I.
 
noun




a figure of speech in which a word applies to two others in different senses (e.g., 
John and his license expired last week

 ) or to two others of which it semantically suits only one (e.g., 
with weeping eyes and hearts

 ).

Compare with syllepsis
 .








II.
 
derivatives





zeugmatic

 
/zo͞oɡˈmatik /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: via Latin from Greek, from 
zeugnunai

 ‘to yoke’; related to 
zugon

 ‘yoke.’





Zeus

 
/zo͞os /

 

‹Greek Mythology›






I.
 
the supreme god, the son of Cronus (whom he dethroned) and Rhea, and brother and husband of Hera. Zeus was the protector and ruler of humankind, the dispenser of good and evil, and the god of atmospheric phenomena.

Roman equivalent Jupiter
 .







– origin

 Greek: related to the first syllable in Latin 
Jupiter

 and Sanskrit 
dyauḥ

 ‘sky.’





ZEV






abbreviation




zero-emission vehicle.













Zeya River

 
/ˌzāyə ˈrivər/






a river in eastern Russia that rises in the Stanovoy Range and flows south for 800 miles (1,290 km) into the Amur River at Blagoveshchensk.










Zhangjiakou

 
/ˈjäNGjēˈäˈkō /

 
Chang-chiakow






a city in northeastern China, in Hebei province, near the Great Wall; pop. 719,800 (est. 2006).

Mongolian name Kalgan
 .










Zhanjiang

 
/ˌjänjēˈäNG /

 
Chan-chiang






a port in southern China, in Guangdong province; pop. 1,433,400 (est. 2006).










Zhdanov

 
/ˈZHdänəf/





I.
 
former name (1948–89) of Mariupol
 .







– origin

 named after the Soviet Politburo official Andrei 
Zhdanov

 (1896–1948), the defender of Leningrad during the siege of 1941–44.






Zhejiang

 
/ˈjəjēˈäNG /

 
Chekiang






a province in eastern China; capital, Hangzhou.










Zhengzhou

 
/ˌjəNGˈjō /

 
Chengchow






a city in northeastern central China, the capital of Henan province; pop. 1,883,200 (est. 2006).










Zhenjiang

 
/ˌjənjēˈäNG /

 
Chen-chiang
 , Chinkiang






a port in eastern China, in Jiangsu province, on the Yangtze River; pop. 594,300 (est. 2006).










Zhitomir

 
/ZHēˈtōmir/






Russian name for Zhytomyr
 .










Zhongshan

 
/ZHôNGˈSHan /

 
Chung-shan






a city in southeastern China, in Guangdong province; pop. 721,100 (est. 2006).









zhoosh

 
/ZHo͝oSH /

 
zhush
 , zhuzh /ˈZHo͝oZH/







verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 


‹informal›

 make more exciting, lively, or attractive




•
 
the bag is a cool but economical way to 
zhoosh up

 many an outfit.



















Zhou

 
/jō /

 
Chou





I.
 
a dynasty that ruled in China from the 11th century 
BC

 to 256 
BC

 .





The dynasty's rule is commonly divided into 
Western Zhou

 (which ruled from a capital in the west of the region near Xian until 771 
BC

 ) and 
Eastern Zhou

 (which ruled after 771 
BC

 from a capital based in the east). The rule of the Eastern Zhou saw the Chinese classical age of Confucius and Lao-tzu.






Zhou Enlai

 
/ˌjō ˌenˈlī /

 
Chou En-lai






(1898–1976), Chinese communist statesman; prime minister of China 1949–76. A founder of the Chinese Communist Party, he organized a communist workers' revolt in 1927 in Shanghai in support of the Kuomintang forces surrounding the city. As premier, he was a moderating influence during the Cultural Revolution and presided over the moves toward detente with the US in 1972–73.









Zhukov, Georgi

 
/ˈZHo͞oˌkôf, -ˌkôv, -kəf/






(1896–1974), Soviet military leader, born in Russia; full name 
Georgi Konstantinovich Zhukov

 . During World War II, he defeated the Germans at Stalingrad in 1943, lifted the siege of Leningrad in 1944, and led the final assault on Germany and the capture of Berlin in 1945.










Zhytomyr

 
/ZHiˈtōmir/






an industrial city in central Ukraine; pop. 271,900 (est. 2009).

Russian name Zhitomir
 .









Zia ul-Haq, Muhammad

 
/ˈzēə o͝ol ˈhäk/






(1924–88), Pakistani general and statesman; president 1978–88. As chief of staff, he led the coup that deposed President Zulfikar Bhutto in 1977. He banned all political parties and introduced strict Islamic laws.









zibeline

 
/ˈzibəˌlīn, -ˌlēn, -lin/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a thick soft fabric made of wool and other animal hair, such as mohair, with a flattened silky nap.




2.
 
the fur of the sable.








II.
 
adjective




of or relating to the sable.











– origin

 French ‘sable,’ from Italian 
zibellino

 , probably from a Slavic word; compare with sable
 1
 .






Zibo

 
/ˌdziˈbō /

 
Tzu-po






a city in eastern China, in Shandong province; pop. 1,426,600 (est. 2006).










zidovudine

 
/zīˈdävyəˌdēn, zə-, -ˈdō-/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 an antiviral drug used in the treatment of AIDS. It slows the growth of HIV infection in the body, but is not curative.

[A thymidine derivative; chem. formula: C10
 H13
 N5
 O4
 .]











– origin

 1980s: arbitrary alteration of azidothymidine
 .





Ziegfeld, Florenz

 
/ˈzēɡˌfeld, -ˌfēld/






(1869–1932), US theater manager. In 1907, he produced the first of the 
Ziegfeld Follies

 , a series of revues in New York City that were based on those of the Folies-Bergère in Paris.









ZIF socket

 
/ˈzif ˌsäkit/





I.
 
noun




a type of socket for mounting electronic devices that is designed not to stress or damage them during insertion.











– origin

 late 20th cent.: 
ZIF

 , acronym from 
zero insertion force

 .





zig

 
/ziɡ/





I.
 
noun




a sharp change of direction in a zigzag course




•
 
he went round and round in zigs and zags.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a sharp change of direction




•
 
we zigged to the right.

















– origin

 1960s: shortening of zigzag
 .





ziggurat

 
/ˈziɡəˌrat/





I.
 
noun




(in ancient Mesopotamia) a rectangular stepped tower, sometimes surmounted by a temple. Ziggurats are first attested in the late 3rd millennium 
BC

 and probably inspired the biblical story of the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1–9).











– origin

 from Akkadian 
ziqqurratu

 .






zigzag

 
/ˈziɡˌzaɡ/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a line or course having abrupt alternate right and left turns




•
 
she traced a zigzag on the metal with her finger.










2.
 
a turn on a zigzag course




•
 
the road descends in a series of sharp zigzags.














II.
 
adjective




having the form of a zigzag; veering to right and left alternately




•
 
when chased by a predator, some animals take a zigzag course.














III.
 
adverb




so as to move right and left alternately




•
 
she drives zigzag across the city.














IV.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
have or move along in a zigzag course




•
 
the path zigzagged between dry rises in the land.














V.
 
derivatives





zigzaggedly

 
/-ˌzaɡədlē /






adverb



















– origin

 early 18th cent.: from French, from German 
Zickzack

 , symbolic of alternation of direction, first applied to fortifications.





zilch

 
/zilCH /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
pronoun




nothing




•
 
I did absolutely zilch.














II.
 
determiner




not any; no




•
 
the character has zilch class.

















– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin.





zillion

 
/ˈzilyən/





I.
 
cardinal number






‹informal›

 an extremely large number of people or things




•
 
we had 
zillions of

 customers.














II.
 
derivatives





zillionth

 
/ˈzilyənTH /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 1940s: from 
Z

 (perhaps as a symbol of an unknown quantity) + million
 .





zillionaire

 
/ˌzilyəˈner/






noun






‹informal›

 an extremely rich person.














Zimbabwe

 
/zimˈbäbwā zimˈbäbwē/






I.

1.
 
a landlocked country in southeastern Africa, separated from Zambia by the Zambezi River; pop. 11,392,600 (est. 2009); capital, Harare; languages, English (official), Shona, Ndebele, and others.





Formerly known as Southern Rhodesia, Zimbabwe was a self-governing British colony from 1923. In 1965, the white minority government of the colony (then called Rhodesia) issued a unilateral declaration of independence (UDI) under its prime minister, Ian Smith. Despite UN sanctions, illegal independence lasted until 1979, when the Lancaster House Agreement led to all-party elections in 1980 and black majority rule under Robert Mugabe. The country then became an independent republic and a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. In 2002, Mugabe was returned to power in a presidential election widely regarded as undemocratic: as a result Zimbabwe was suspended from the Commonwealth for twelve months, and then chose to withdraw.




II.
 
derivatives





Zimbabwean

 
/zimˈbäbˌwāən /






adjective, noun



















– origin

 from Shona 
dzimbabwe

 ‘walled grave,’ originally referring to 
Great Zimbabwe

 , a complex of stone ruins in one of the country's fertile valleys, the remains of a city at the center of a flourishing civilization in the 14th and 15th centuries.





Zimbabwe African National Union

 
ZANU
 , ZANU–PF





I.
 
a Zimbabwean political party formed in 1963 as a guerrilla organization and led from 1975 by Robert Mugabe.





The Patriotic Front, an alliance of ZANU and ZAPU formed in 1976 to coordinate opposition to white rule, ruled Zimbabwe as a coalition until a rift developed in 1982. In 1987, the parties agreed formally to merge, adopting the name ZANU–PF in 1989.





Zimbabwe African People's Union

 
ZAPU






a Zimbabwean political party formed in 1961 as a guerrilla organization. It merged with ZANU in 1987.









Zimmerman

 
/ˈzimərmən/






see Dylan, Bob
 , Merman, Ethel
 .










zinc

 
/ziNGk/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
(Symbol: 
Zn

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 30, a silvery-white metal that is a constituent of brass and is used for coating (galvanizing) iron and steel to protect against corrosion.




2.
 
[usu. as 
modifier

 ]
 — galvanized iron or steel, especially as the material of domestic utensils or corrugated roofs




•
 
a zinc roof.














II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
zinced

 )


1.
 
coat (iron) with zinc or a zinc compound to prevent rust.











– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from German 
Zink

 , of unknown origin.





zinc blende

 
/ziNGk blend/






noun




another term for sphalerite
 .













zinc finger






noun






[Biochemistry]

 a fingerlike loop of peptides enclosing a bound zinc ion at one end, typically part of a larger protein molecule (in particular one regulating transcription).













zincite

 
/ˈziNGˌkīt/





I.
 
noun




a rare deep red or orange-yellow mineral consisting chiefly of zinc oxide, occurring typically as granular or foliated masses.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from zinc
 + -ite
 1
 .





zinco

 
/ˈziNGkō/






noun




an etched letterpress printing plate made of zinc.













zinc ointment

 
/ziNGk ˈointmənt /

 
zinc oxide ointment






noun




ointment containing zinc oxide, used for various skin conditions.













zinc oxide

 
/ziNGk ˈäkˌsīd/






noun




an insoluble white solid used as a pigment and in medicinal ointments.

[Chem. formula: ZnO.]













zinc white

 
/ziNGk (h)wīt/






noun




a white pigment consisting of zinc oxide.













zine

 
/zēn /

 
’zine






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 a magazine, especially a fanzine.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a webzine.













zineb

 
/ˈzineb/





I.
 
noun




a white compound used as a fungicidal powder on vegetables and fruit.

[Alternative name: 
zinc ethylene bisdithiocarbamate

 ; chem. formula: C4
 H6
 N2
 S4
 Zn.]











– origin

 1950s: from 
zin(c)

 + 
e(thylene)

 + 
b(is-)

 from the systematic name.





Zinfandel

 
/ˈzinfənˌdel/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a variety of wine grape grown in California.




2.
 
a red or blush dry wine made from the Zinfandel grape.











– origin

 of unknown origin.





zing

 
/ziNG /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun




energy, enthusiasm, or liveliness




•
 
he was expected to add some zing to the lackluster team.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
move swiftly




•
 
he could send an arrow zinging through the air.










2.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — 

(N. Amer.)

 attack or criticize sharply




•
 
he zinged the budget deal in interviews with journalists.














III.
 
derivatives





zingy

 
/ˈziNGē /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: imitative.





zinger

 
/ˈziNGər/






noun



1.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 a striking or amusing remark




•
 
open a speech with a zinger.










2.
 


‹informal›

 
(chiefly N. Amer.)

 an outstanding person or thing




•
 
a zinger of a shot.



















Zinjanthropus

 
/ˌzinˈjanTHrəpəs, ˌzinjanˈTHrō-/





I.
 
noun




a genus name sometimes applied to Australopithecus
 .











– origin

 1950s: modern Latin, from Arabic 
Zinj

 , the early medieval name for East Africa, + Greek 
anthrōpos

 ‘man.’





Zinnemann, Fred

 
/ˈzinəmən/






(1907–97), US movie director, born in Austria. Notable works include the short 
That Mothers Might Live

 (1938) and the feature films 
From Here to Eternity

 (1953) and 
A Man For All Seasons

 (1966).









zinnia

 
/ˈzinēə/





I.
 
noun




an American plant of the daisy family that is widely cultivated for its bright showy flowers.

[Numerous species and cultivars of the genus 
Zinnia

 , family 
Compositae

 .]











– origin

 modern Latin, named after Johann G. 
Zinn

 (1727–59), German physician and botanist.





Zion

 
/ˈzīən /

 
Sion





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the hill of Jerusalem on which the city of David was built.




2.
 
the citadel of ancient Jerusalem.




3.
 
Jerusalem.




4.
 
(in Christian thought) the heavenly city or kingdom of heaven.




5.
 
the Jewish people or religion.




6.
 
the Christian Church.




7.
 
(among Rastafarians) Africa.











– origin

 Old English, from ecclesiastical Latin 
Sion

 , from Hebrew 
ṣīyōn

 .





Zionism

 
/ˈzīəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a movement for (originally) the re-establishment and (now) the development and protection of a Jewish nation in what is now Israel. It was established as a political organization in 1897 under Theodor Herzl, and was later led by Chaim Weizmann.








II.
 
derivatives





Zionist

 
/ˈzīənəst /






noun, adjective






















zip

 
/zip/





I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — fasten with a zipper




•
 
I 
zipped up

 my sweater.










2.
 
(
zip someone up

 )
 — fasten the zipper of a garment that someone is wearing




•
 
he zipped himself up.










3.
 


[Computing]

 compress (a file) so that it takes less space in storage.




4.
 
[no 
obj.

 ]
 — 

‹informal›

 move at high speed




•
 
swallows zipped back and forth across the lake.










5.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause to move or be delivered or dealt with rapidly




•
 
he zipped a pass out to his receiver.














II.
 
noun



1.
 
(also 
zip fastener

 )
 — 

(chiefly Brit.)

 a zipper.




2.
 
[as 
modifier

 ]
 — denoting something fastened by a zipper




•
 
a zip pocket.










3.
 


‹informal›

 energy; vigor




•
 
he's full of zip.










4.
 
short for zip code
 .








III.
 
pronoun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 nothing at all




•
 
you got zip to do with me and my kind, buddy.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: imitative.






zip code

 
/zip kōd /

 
ZIP code





I.
 
noun






(US)

 a group of five or nine numbers that are added to a postal address to assist the sorting of mail.











– origin

 1960s: 
zip

 , acronym from 
zone improvement plan

 .





zipcuff

 
/ˈzipkəf/





I.
 
noun




a plastic strip with a loop on one end that is secured with notches on the other end, used as a temporary handcuff.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
restrain (someone) with zipcuffs




•
 
one cop called someone on the phone while the other one zipcuffed me.



















Zip drive






noun






[Computing]

 
‹trademark›

 a disk drive that stores data on high-capacity removable magnetic disks, often used for data backup.













zip file

 
ZIP file
 , zipped file






noun




a computer file whose contents of one or more files are compressed for storage or transmission, often carrying the extension .ZIP




•
 
a self-extracting zip file.



















zip gun

 
/zip ɡən/






noun






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 a cheap homemade or makeshift gun




•
 
I made the zip gun in class out of a toy airplane launcher.



















zipless

 
/ˈziplis/





I.
 
adjective






‹informal›

 (of a sexual encounter) brief, uncomplicated, and passionate.











– origin

 1970s: from the phrase 
Zipless Fuck

 , in Erica Jong's 
Fear of Flying

 .





zip line






noun




an inclined cable or rope with a suspended harness, pulley, or handle, down which a person slides for amusement.













ziplock

 
/ˈzipläk /

 


‹trademark›

 Ziploc






adjective




denoting a sealable plastic bag with a two-part strip along the opening that can be pressed together and readily reopened.













zipper

 
/ˈzipər /

 

‹chiefly N. Amer.›






I.
 
noun



1.
 
a device consisting of two flexible strips of metal or plastic with interlocking projections closed or opened by pulling a slide along them, used to fasten garments, bags, and other items.




2.
 
a display of news or advertisements that scrolls across an illuminated screen fixed to the upper part of a building.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
fasten or provide (something) with a zipper




•
 
he wore a running suit 
zippered up

 tight.



















zipperhead

 
/ˈzipərˌhed/






noun






(US)

 
‹offensive›

 an Asian person.













zippo

 
/ˈzipō/






pronoun




another term for zip
 .













Zippo

 
/ˈzipō/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 a type of cigarette lighter with a hinged lid, using lighter fluid as fuel.











– origin

 1930s: of unknown origin.





zippy

 
/ˈzipē/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 bright, fresh, or lively




•
 
a zippy, zingy, almost citrusy tang.










2.
 


‹informal›

 fast or speedy




•
 
zippy new sedans.














II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zippily

 
/ˈzipəlē /






adverb













2.
 
zippiness






noun





















zip-up

 
/ˈzip ˌəp/






adjective

 — [
attrib.

 ]


1.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 (of a garment, pocket, bag, etc.) able to be fastened with a zipper




•
 
a white zip-up jacket.



















zircaloy

 
/ˈzərkəˌloi/





I.
 
noun




an alloy of zirconium, tin, and other metals, used chiefly as cladding for nuclear reactor fuel.











– origin

 1950s: from zirconium
 + alloy
 .






zircon

 
/ˈzərkän/





I.
 
noun




a mineral occurring as prismatic crystals, typically brown but sometimes in translucent varieties of gem quality. It consists of zirconium silicate and is the chief ore of zirconium.











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from German 
Zirkon

 ; compare with jargon
 2
 .





zirconia

 
/ˌzərˈkōnēə/





I.
 
noun




zirconium dioxide, a white solid used in ceramic glazes and refractory coatings and as a synthetic substitute for diamonds in jewelry.

See also cubic zirconia
 . [Chem. formula: ZrO2
 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: from zircon
 + -ia
 1
 .






zirconium

 
/ˌzərˈkōnēəm/





I.
 
noun




(Symbol: 
Zr

 )
 — the chemical element of atomic number 40, a hard silver-gray metal of the transition series.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from zircon
 .





zit

 
/zit/





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a pimple on the skin.











– origin

 1960s: of unknown origin; apparently originally American teenagers' slang.





zither

 
/ˈziT͟Hər ˈziTHər/





I.
 
noun




a musical instrument consisting of a flat wooden sound box with numerous strings stretched across it, placed horizontally and played with the fingers and a plectrum. It is used especially in central European folk music.








II.
 
derivatives





zitherist

 
/-ərist /






noun



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from German, from Latin 
cithara

 (see cittern
 ).





ziti

 
/ˈzēdē/





I.
 
noun




pasta in the form of tubes resembling large macaroni.











– origin

 Italian.





zizith

 
/tsēˈtsēt/






plural noun






[Judaism]

 the 613 fringes of thread, symbolizing the 613 commandments in the Hebrew Scriptures, formerly worn at the corners of the shawl-like garment known as a tallith.













zizz

 
/ziz /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
noun

 — [in 
sing.

 ]


1.
 
a whizzing or buzzing sound




•
 
there's a nasty zizz from the engine.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 a short sleep




•
 
Philip's having a zizz.














II.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
make a whizzing or buzzing sound




•
 
the crane whirred and zizzed.










2.
 


(chiefly Brit.)

 doze; sleep




•
 
when everyone inside the building had 
zizzed off

 he sneaked inside.

















– origin

 early 19th cent.: imitative.





Z-list





I.
 
noun






‹informal›

 a notional list of the least celebrated or sought-after members of a group, especially in the entertainment industry


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
Z-list celebrities who are famous for being famous.














II.
 
derivatives





Z-lister






noun





















zloty

 
/ˈzlôdē ˈzlädē/





I.
 
noun




the basic monetary unit of Poland, equal to 100 groszy.











– origin

 Polish, literally ‘golden.’





Zn






symbol




the chemical element zinc.













zo-






combining form




variant spelling of zoo-
 , shortened before a vowel (as in 
Zoantharia

 ).













Zoantharia

 
/ˌzōənˈTHerēə /

 

‹Zoology›






I.
 
a group of coelenterates with polyps that bear more than eight tentacles, including the sea anemones and stony corals.

[Subclass 
Zoantharia

 , class 
Anthozoa

 .]




II.
 
derivatives





zoantharian






noun, adjective



















– origin

 modern Latin (plural), from Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal’ + 
anthos

 ‘flower.’





zocalo

 
/ˈsōkəˌlō, sôˈkäˌlō/





I.
 
noun




(in Mexico) a public square or plaza.











– origin

 Spanish.





zodiac

 
/ˈzōdēˌak/





I.
 
noun




1.

a.
 


[Astrology]

 a belt of the heavens within about 8° either side of the ecliptic, including all apparent positions of the sun, moon, and most familiar planets. It is divided into twelve equal divisions or signs (Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces).




b.
 


[Astrology]

 a representation of the signs of the zodiac or of a similar astrological system.





The supposed significance of the movements of the sun, moon, and planets within the zodiacal band forms the basis of astrology. However, the modern constellations do not represent equal divisions of the zodiac, and the ecliptic now passes through a thirteenth (Ophiuchus). Also, owing to precession, the signs of the zodiac now roughly correspond to the constellations that bear the names of the 
preceding

 signs.




2.
 
(
Zodiac

 )
 — 

[Astrology]

 
‹trademark›

 a small inflatable boat powered by an outboard motor.








II.
 
derivatives





zodiacal

 
/zōˈdīək(ə)l /






adjective



















– origin

 late Middle English: from Old French 
zodiaque

 , via Latin from Greek 
zōidiakos

 , from 
zōidion

 ‘sculptured animal figure,’ diminutive of 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





zodiacal light






noun






[Astronomy]

 a faint elongated cone of light sometimes seen in the night sky, extending from the horizon along the ecliptic. It is thought to be due to the reflection of sunlight from particles of ice and dust within the plane of the solar system.













zoea

 
/zōˈēə/





I.
 
noun




a larval form of certain crustaceans, such as the crab, having a spiny carapace and rudimentary limbs on the abdomen and thorax.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek 
zōē

 ‘life.’





zoetrope

 
/ˈzōēˌtrōp/





I.
 
noun




a 19th-century optical toy consisting of a cylinder with a series of pictures on the inner surface that, when viewed through slits with the cylinder rotating, give an impression of continuous motion.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from Greek 
zōē

 ‘life’ + 
-tropos

 ‘turning.’





Zog I

 
/ˌzäɡ T͟Həˈfərst/






(1895–1961), Albanian statesman and ruler; prime minister 1922–24; president 1925–28; king 1928–39; full name 
Ahmed Bey Zogu

 . His autocratic rule resulted in relative political stability; he went into exile when the country was invaded by Italy in 1939.









Zohar

 
/ˈzōhär/





I.
 
noun




the chief text of the Jewish Kabbalah, presented as an allegorical or mystical interpretation of the Pentateuch.











– origin

 from Hebrew 
zōhar

 , literally ‘light, splendor.’





-zoic






suffix



1.
 
forming adjectives relating to a particular manner of animal existence (such as 
cryptozoic

 ).




2.
 
of or relating to a particular geologic era (such as 
Paleozoic

 ).













zoisite

 
/ˈzoisīt/





I.
 
noun




a grayish-white or grayish-green crystalline mineral of the epidote group consisting of a hydroxyl silicate of calcium and aluminum.











– origin

 early 19th cent.: from the name of Baron S. von Edelstein 
Zois

 (1747–1819), Austrian scholar, + -ite
 1
 .





Zola, Émile

 
/ˌzōˈlä, ˈzōˌlä/






(1840–1902), French novelist and critic; full name 
Émile Édouard Charles Antoine Zola

 . His series of 20 novels collectively entitled 
Les Rougon-Macquart

 (1871–93), including 
Nana

 (1880), 
Germinal

 (1885), and 
La Terre

 (1887), shows how human behavior is determined by environment and heredity.









Zollinger–Ellison syndrome

 
/ˈzäliNGər ˈeləsən, ˈzälənjər/





I.
 
noun






[Medicine]

 a condition in which a gastrin-secreting tumor or hyperplasia of the islet cells in the pancreas causes overproduction of gastric acid, resulting in recurrent peptic ulcers.











– origin

 1950s: named after Robert M. 
Zollinger

 (1903–92) and Edwin H. 
Ellison

 (1918–70), American physicians.





Zöllner illusion

 
/ˈtsəlnər, ˈzôl-/





I.
 
noun




an optical illusion in which long parallel lines appear to diverge or converge when crossed by rows of short oblique lines.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: named after Johann K. F. 
Zöllner

 (1834–82), German physicist.





Zollverein

 
/ˈtsôlfəˌrīn, ˈzôl-/





I.
 
noun






‹historical›

 the customs union of German states in the 19th century.











– origin

 from German 
Zoll

 ‘customs’ + 
Verein

 ‘union.’





zombie

 
/ˈzämbē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a corpse said to be revived by witchcraft, especially in certain African and Caribbean religions.




2.
 
(in popular fiction) a person or reanimated corpse that has been turned into a creature capable of movement but not of rational thought, which feeds on human flesh




•
 
a world overrun by zombies




•
 
a horde of mindless zombies craving brains.










3.
 


‹informal›

 a person who is or appears lifeless, apathetic, or completely unresponsive to their surroundings.




4.
 


[Philosophy]

 a hypothetical being that responds to stimulus as a person would but that does not experience consciousness.




5.
 
a computer controlled by another person without the owner's knowledge and used for sending spam or other illegal or illicit activities.




6.
 
a tall mixed drink consisting of several kinds of rum, liqueur, and fruit juice.








II.
 
derivatives





zombielike

 
/-ˌlīk /






adjective



















– origin

 early 19th cent.: of West African origin; compare with Kikongo 
zumbi

 ‘fetish.’





zombie bank






noun






‹informal›

 a financial institution that is insolvent but that continues to operate through government support.













zombify

 
/ˈzämbəˌfī/






verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ] (usu. as 
adj.

 
zombified

 )


1.
 


‹informal›

 (especially in popular fiction) transform into a zombie




•
 
she was attacked by the zombified old man




•
 
people believed to have the power to zombify a person were widely feared and respected.










2.
 


‹informal›

 deprive of energy or vitality




•
 
exhausted, screaming kids and their zombified parents.



















ZOMG





I.
 
abbreviation






‹informal›

 (used especially on electronic message boards as a sarcastic comment on an inexperienced or overenthusiastic poster) oh my God!




•
 
ZOMG!! I finally managed to reformat the file.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: perhaps in reference to fast or careless typing of OMG
 , during which the shift key is missed and the 'z' key pressed instead.





zona pellucida

 
/ˌzōnə pəˈlo͞osədə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 
[Zoology]

 the thick transparent membrane surrounding a mammalian ovum before implantation.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘pellucid girdle.’





zonation

 
/zōˈnāSHən/






noun



1.
 
distribution in zones or regions of definite character




•
 
quartz grains can exhibit zonation and rounding.










2.
 


[Ecology]

 the distribution of plants or animals into specific zones according to such parameters as altitude or depth, each characterized by its dominant species.













zone

 
/zōn/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
[usu. with 
modifier

 ]
 — an area or stretch of land having a particular characteristic, purpose, or use, or subject to particular restrictions




•
 
a pedestrian zone




•
 
the government has declared the city a disaster zone




•
 
a no-smoking zone.










2.
 


[Geography]

 a well-defined region extending around the earth between definite limits, especially between two parallels of latitude




•
 
a zone of easterly winds.







See also frigid zone
 , temperate zone
 , torrid zone
 .




3.
 
(also 
time zone

 )
 — a range of longitudes where a common standard time is used.




4.
 


(US)

 
[Sports]

 in basketball, football, and hockey, a specific area of the court, field, or rink, especially one to be defended by a particular player.




5.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 an encircling band or stripe of distinctive color, texture, or character.




6.
 


‹archaic›

 a belt or girdle worn around a person's body.








II.
 
verb

 — [with 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
divide into or assign to zones, in particular




2.
 
(often as 
noun

 
zoning

 )
 — divide (a town or stretch of land) into areas subject to particular planning restrictions




•
 
an experimental system of zoning.










3.
 
designate (a specific area) for use or development as a particular zone in planning




•
 
the land is zoned for housing.










4.
 


‹archaic›

 encircle as or with a band or stripe.








III.
 
phrasal verbs





zone out








(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 fall asleep or lose concentration or consciousness




•
 
I just zoned out for a moment.


















IV.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zonal

 
/ˈzōnl /






adjective













2.
 
zonally

 
/ˈzōnl-ē /






adverb



















– origin

 late Middle English: from French, or from Latin 
zona

 ‘girdle,’ from Greek 
zōnē

 .





zoned

 
/zōnd/






adjective



1.
 
divided into zones, in particular (of land) designated for a particular type of use or development




•
 
zoned industrial land.










2.
 


[chiefly Botany]

 
[Zoology]

 marked with circles or bands of color




•
 
strongly zoned leaves.










3.
 


(US)

 
‹informal›

 under the influence of drugs or alcohol




•
 
she's zoned on downers




•
 
a 
zoned-out

 hippie.







[1970s: blend of zonked
 and stoned
 .]













zone defense






noun




(in basketball, football, and hockey) a system of defensive play in which each player guards an allotted area of the field of play and guards an opponent only when the opponent is in his area.













zone plate






noun




a plate of glass marked out into concentric zones or rings alternately transparent and opaque, used like a lens to bring light to a focus.













zone refining






noun




a method of purifying a crystalline solid, typically a semiconductor or metal, by causing a narrow molten zone to travel slowly along an otherwise solid rod or bar to one end, at which impurities become concentrated.













zonk

 
/zôNGk /

 

‹informal›






I.
 
verb



1.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — hit or strike




•
 
Charley really zonked me.










2.
 
fall or cause to fall suddenly and heavily asleep or lose consciousness


[no 
obj.

 ]


•
 
I always just 
zonk out

 and sleep straight through




•
 [with 
obj.

 ]
 
I go rowing because it 
zonks

 me 
out

 .

















– origin

 1940s: imitative.






zonked

 
/zäNGkt/






adjective



1.
 


‹informal›

 under the influence of drugs or alcohol




•
 
the others got zonked on acid




•
 
a 
zonked-out

 beach bum.










2.
 


‹informal›

 exhausted; tired out




•
 
we hit the sack, 
zonked out

 .



















zonkey

 
/ˈzôNGkē, ˈzäNGkē/





I.
 
noun




the hybrid offspring of a donkey and a zebra




•
 
a zonkey has been born at an animal reserve in Florence.

















– origin

 1950s: blend of zebra
 and donkey
 .





zonule

 
/ˈzōnyo͞ol/






noun






‹technical›

 
[chiefly Anatomy]

 a small zone, band, or belt.













zoo

 
/zo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
an establishment that maintains a collection of wild animals, typically in a park or gardens, for study, conservation, or display to the public.




2.
 


‹informal›

 a situation characterized by confusion and disorder




•
 
it's a zoo in the lobby.

















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of zoological garden
 , originally applied specifically to that of Regent's Park, London.






zoo-





I.
 
combining form




of animals; relating to animal life




•
 
zoogeography.

















– origin

 from Greek 
zōion

 ‘animal.’





zoogenic

 
/ˌzōəˈjenik/






adjective



1.
 
produced by or originating in animals.




2.
 
related or relating to animal development or evolution.














zoogeographical region

 
/ˌzōəˌjēəˈɡrafikəl ˈrējən/






noun






[Zoology]

 each of a number of major areas of the earth having characteristic fauna (especially mammals). They include the Palearctic, Ethiopian, Oriental, Australian, Nearctic, and Neotropical regions.

Also called faunal region
 .













zoogeography

 
/ˌzōəjēˈäɡrəfē/





I.
 
noun




the branch of zoology that deals with the geographical distribution of animals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zoogeographer

 
/-fər /






noun













2.
 
zoogeographic

 
/-ˌjēəˈɡrafik /






adjective













3.
 
zoogeographical

 
/ˌzo͞oəˌjēəˈɡrafək(ə)l ˌzōəˌjēəˈɡrafək(ə)l /






adjective













4.
 
zoogeographically

 
/-ˌjēəˈɡrafik(ə)lē /






adverb






















zooid

 
/ˈzōoid/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 an animal arising from another by budding or division, especially each of the individuals that make up a colonial organism and typically have different forms and functions.








II.
 
derivatives





zooidal

 
/ˌzōˈoidl /






adjective



















– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from zoo-
 ‘relating to animals’ + -oid
 .






zookeeper

 
/ˈzo͞oˌkēpər/






noun




an animal attendant employed in a zoo.













zool.






abbreviation



1.
 
zoological.




2.
 
zoologist.




3.
 
zoology.













zoolatry

 
/zo͞oˈälətrē zōˈälətrē/






noun






‹rare›

 the worship of animals.













zoological

 
/ˌzōəˈläjək(ə)l ˌzo͞oəˈläjək(ə)l/





I.
 
adjective



1.
 
of or relating to zoology




•
 
zoological classification.










2.
 
of or relating to animals




•
 
eighty zoological woodcuts.














II.
 
derivatives





zoologically

 
/-ik(ə)lē /






adverb






















zoological garden






noun






‹formal›

 a zoo.













zoology

 
/zōˈäləjē zo͞oˈäləjē/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
the scientific study of the behavior, structure, physiology, classification, and distribution of animals.




2.
 
the animal life of a particular area or time




•
 
the zoology of Russia's vast interior.














II.
 
derivatives





zoologist

 
/zo͞oˈäləjəst zōˈäləjəst /






noun



















– origin

 mid 17th cent.: from modern Latin 
zoologia

 (see zoo-
 , -logy
 ).





zoom

 
/zo͞om/





I.
 
verb

 — [no 
obj.

 ]


1.
 
(especially of a car or aircraft) move or travel very quickly




•
 
we watched the fly zooming about




•
 
he jumped into his car and zoomed off.










2.
 
(of prices) rise sharply




•
 
the share index zoomed by about 136 points.










3.
 
(of a camera) change smoothly from a long shot to a close-up or vice versa




•
 
the camera 
zoomed in

 for a close-up of his face




•
 
zoom out for a wide view of the garden again.










4.
 
[with 
obj.

 ]
 — cause (a lens or camera) to do this.








II.
 
noun



1.
 
a camera shot that changes smoothly from a long shot to a close-up or vice versa


[as 
modifier

 ]


•
 
the zoom button.










2.
 
short for zoom lens
 .








III.
 
exclamation




used to express sudden fast movement




•
 
then suddenly, zoom!, he's off.

















– origin

 late 19th cent.: imitative.






zoom lens






noun




a lens allowing a camera to change smoothly from a long shot to a close-up or vice versa by varying the focal length.













zoomorphic

 
/ˌzōəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective




having or representing animal forms or gods of animal form




•
 
pottery decorated with anthropomorphic and zoomorphic designs.














II.
 
derivatives





zoomorphism

 
/ˌzo͞oəˈmôrˌfizəm ˌzōəˈmôrˌfizəm /






noun



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from zoo-
 ‘of animals’ + Greek 
morphē

 ‘form’ + -ic
 .





zoonosis

 
/zo͞oˈnōsəs zōˈnōsəs/





I.
 
noun




a disease that can be transmitted to humans from animals.








II.
 
derivatives





zoonotic

 
/ˌzōəˈnätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from zoo-
 ‘of animals’ + Greek 
nosos

 ‘disease.’





zoophagous

 
/zo͞oˈäfəɡəs zō-/






adjective






‹rare›

 (of an animal) feeding on other animals.













zoophile

 
/ˈzōəˌfīl/





I.
 
noun




a person who is sexually attracted to animals.








II.
 
derivatives




1.
 
zoophilia

 
/ˌzōəˈfilēə /






noun













2.
 
zoophilic






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent. (originally in the botanical sense ‘a plant pollinated by animals’): from 
zoo

 + 
-phile

 . The current senses date from the early 20th cent.





zoophyte

 
/ˈzōəˌfīt/





I.
 
noun






[Zoology]

 
‹dated›

 a plantlike animal, especially a coral, sea anemone, sponge, or sea lily.











– origin

 early 17th cent.: from Greek 
zōiophuton

 (see zoo-
 , -phyte
 ).





zooplankton

 
/ˈzōəˌplaNGktən/






noun






[Biology]

 plankton consisting of small animals and the immature stages of larger animals.













zoosporangium

 
/ˌzōəspəˈran(d)ZHēəm/






noun






[Botany]

 a sporangium or spore case in which zoospores develop.














zoospore

 
/ˈzōəˌspôr/






noun






[Biology]

 a spore of certain algae, fungi, and protozoans, capable of swimming by means of a flagellum.

Also called swarmer
 .













zoot suit

 
/ˈz(y)o͞ot ˌs(y)o͞ot/





I.
 
noun




a man's suit of an exaggerated style, characterized by a long loose jacket with padded shoulders and high-waisted tapering trousers, popular in the 1940s.











– origin

 1940s: rhyming formation on suit
 .





zooxanthella

 
/ˌzōəzanˈTHelə/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a yellowish-brown symbiotic dinoflagellate present in large numbers in the cytoplasm of many marine invertebrates.








II.
 
derivatives





zooxanthellate

 
/-ˈTHelˌāt /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from zoo-
 ‘of animals’ + Greek 
xanthos

 ‘yellow’ + the diminutive suffix 
-ella

 .





zorbing

 
/ˈzôrbiNG/





I.
 
noun




a sport in which a participant is secured inside an inner capsule in a large, transparent ball that is then rolled along the ground or down hills.











– origin

 1990s: from 
zorb

 , the invented name for the ball, + 
-ing

 .





zori

 
/ˈzôrē/





I.
 
noun




a traditional Japanese style of sandal, much like a flip-flop, originally made with a straw sole.











– origin

 Japanese.






zorilla

 
/zəˈrilə /

 
zoril
 , zorille





I.
 
noun




a black and white carnivorous mammal that resembles a skunk, inhabiting arid regions of southern Africa.

Also called striped polecat
 . [
Ictonyx striatus

 , family 
Mustelidae

 .]











– origin

 late 18th cent.: via French from Spanish 
zorrilla

 , diminutive of 
zorro

 ‘fox.’





Zoroaster

 
/ˈzôrōˌastər/






(
c.

 628–
c.

 551 
BC

 ), Persian prophet and founder of Zoroastrianism; Avestan name 
Zarathustra

 . Traditionally, he was born in Persia and began to preach the tenets of what was later called Zoroastrianism after receiving a vision from Ahura Mazda.










Zoroastrianism

 
/ˌzôrōˈastrēəˌnizəm/





I.
 
noun




a monotheistic pre-Islamic religion of ancient Persia founded by Zoroaster in the 6th century 
BC

 .

According to the teachings of Zoroaster, the supreme god, named Ahura Mazda, created twin spirits, one of which chose truth and light, the other untruth and darkness. Later writings present a more dualistic cosmology in which the struggle is between Ahura Mazda (Ormazd) and the evil spirit Ahriman. The scriptures of Zoroastrianism are the Zend-Avesta. The language survives in isolated areas of Iran and in India, where its followers are known as Parsees.








II.
 
derivatives





Zoroastrian

 
/ˌzôrōˈastrēən /






adjective, noun





















zorse

 
/zôrs /

 
zebra mule






noun




the offspring of a zebra and a horse (strictly, a male zebra and a female horse), typically sterile. Zorses resemble horses or mules with dark zebra stripes.













zoster

 
/ˈzästər/






noun



1.
 
short for herpes zoster
 .




2.
 
(in ancient Greece) a belt or girdle.













Zouave

 
/ZHo͞oˈäv ZHwäv/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a light-infantry corps in the French army, originally formed of Algerians and long retaining their oriental uniform.




2.
 
a member of a light-infantry unit patterned on the French Zouaves, especially in the Union Army in the Civil War.




3.
 
(
zouaves

 )
 — 

‹dated›

 women's trousers with wide tops, tapering to a narrow ankle.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from French, from Kabyle 
Zouaoua

 , the name of a tribe.






Zoug

 
/zo͞oɡ/






French name for Zug
 .









zouk

 
/zo͞ok/





I.
 
noun




an exuberant style of popular music combining Caribbean and Western elements and having a fast heavy beat.











– origin

 1970s: Guadeloupian Creole, literally ‘to party.’





zounds

 
/zoundz/





I.
 
exclamation






‹archaic›

 
‹humorous›

 expressing surprise or indignation.











– origin

 late 16th cent.: contraction from 
(God)'s wounds

 (i.e., those of Jesus Christ on the Cross).






Zovirax

 
/zōˈvīˌraks/






noun




trademark for acyclovir
 .













zowie

 
/ˈzou-ē, zouˈē/





I.
 
exclamation






(N. Amer.)

 
‹informal›

 expressing astonishment or admiration.











– origin

 natural exclamation: first recorded in American English in the early 20th cent.





zoysia

 
/ˈzoisēə/





I.
 
noun




a low-growing grass of the genus 
Zoysia

 , native to tropical Asia and New Zealand and widely used for lawns.

[Family 
Gramineae

 : several species and cultivars, including 
Z. matrella

 and 
Z. japonica

 .]











– origin

 1960s: modern Latin, from the name of the Austrian botanist Carl von 
Zoys

 zu Laubach + -ia
 1
 .






Z particle






noun






[Physics]

 a heavy, uncharged elementary particle considered to transmit the weak interaction between other elementary particles.













ZPG






abbreviation




zero population growth.













Z-plasty

 
/ˈzēˌplastē/






noun




a technique in orthopedic and cosmetic surgery in which one or more Z-shaped incisions are made, the diagonals forming one straight line, and the two triangular sections so formed are drawn across the diagonal before being stitched.













Zr






symbol




the chemical element zirconium.













Zsigmondy, Richard

 
/ˈZHiɡˌmôndē/






(1865–1929), German chemist, born in Austria; full name 
Richard Adolf Zsigmondy

 . He investigated the properties of various colloidal solutions and invented the ultramicroscope for counting colloidal particles. Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1925).









zucchetto

 
/(t)so͞oˈketō, zo͞o-/





I.
 
noun




a Roman Catholic cleric's skullcap: black for a priest, purple for a bishop, red for a cardinal, and white for the pope.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Italian 
zucchetta

 , diminutive of 
zucca

 ‘gourd, head.’





zucchini

 
/zo͞oˈkēnē/





I.
 
noun






(N. Amer.)

 a green variety of smooth-skinned summer squash.











– origin

 Italian, plural of 
zucchino

 , diminutive of 
zucca

 ‘gourd.’






Zug

 
/tso͞ok, zo͞oɡ/





I.
 
a mainly German-speaking canton in central Switzerland. The smallest canton, it joined the confederation in 1352.




II.
 
the capital of Zug; pop. 25,486 (2007).

French name Zoug
 .









zugzwang

 
/ˈzəɡˌzwaNG ˈtso͞oɡˌtsvaNG/





I.
 
noun






[Chess]

 a situation in which the obligation to make a move in one's turn is a serious, often decisive, disadvantage




•
 
black is in zugzwang.

















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German 
Zug

 ‘move’ + 
Zwang

 ‘compulsion.’





Zuider Zee

 
/ˌzīdər ˈzē/





I.
 
a former shallow inlet of the North Sea, in the Netherlands. A dam across its entrance was completed in 1932, and since then large parts have been drained and reclaimed as polders. The remainder forms the IJsselmeer.







– origin

 Dutch, literally ‘southern sea.’





Zukor, Adolph

 
/ˈzo͞okər/






(1873–1976), US movie producer and executive; born in Hungary. He created the Famous Players Film Company in 1912. Through mergers and name changes it evolved as Paramount Pictures with Zukor at the head.









Zulu

 
/ˈzo͞olo͞o/





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a South African people living mainly in KwaZulu-Natal province.




2.
 
the Bantu language of the Zulus, related to Xhosa and spoken by over 9 million people. It is one of the official languages of South Africa.

Also called isiZulu
 .




3.
 
a code word representing the letter Z, used in radio communication.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Zulus or their language.

The Zulus formed a powerful military empire in southern Africa during the 19th century before being defeated in a series of engagements with white Afrikaner and British settlers. Some Zulus still live under the traditional clan system in the province of KwaZulu-Natal, but many now work in the cities.











– origin

 from the stem of Zulu 
umZulu

 (plural 
amaZulu

 ).





Zuma, Jacob

 
/ˈzo͞omə/






(1942–), South African statesman; president 2009–. He has been president of the African National Congress since 2007.









Zumba

 
/ˈzo͝ombə/





I.
 
noun






‹trademark›

 an aerobic fitness program featuring movements inspired by various styles of Latin American dance and performed primarily to Latin American dance music.











– origin

 early 21st cent.: an invented word.





Zuni

 
/ˈzo͞onē /

 
Zuñi





I.
 
noun



1.
 
a member of a Pueblo Indian people of western New Mexico.




2.
 
the language of the Zuni, with about 3,000 speakers.








II.
 
adjective




relating to the Zuni or their language.











– origin

 from Spanish 
Zuñi

 , probably from Keresan.





zuppa inglese

 
/ˈtso͞opə iNGˈɡlāzā, ˈzo͞opə, -zē/





I.
 
noun




a rich Italian dessert resembling trifle.











– origin

 Italian, literally ‘English soup.’





Zurich

 
/ˈzo͝orik/






a city in northern central Switzerland, on Lake Zurich; pop. 358,540 (2007). The largest city in Switzerland, it is a major international financial center.









Zwickau

 
/ˈtsvikˌou/






a mining and industrial city in southeastern Germany, in Saxony; pop. 96,800 (est. 2006).









zwieback

 
/ˈzwēːbak/





I.
 
noun




a rusk or cracker made by baking a small loaf and then toasting slices until they are dry and crisp.











– origin

 German, literally ‘twice-bake.’





Zwingli, Ulrich

 
/ˈzwiNG(ɡ)lē, ˈswiNG-, ˈtsfiNG-/





I.
 
(1484–1531), Swiss religious reformer, the principal figure of the Swiss Reformation. He rejected papal authority and many orthodox doctrines and, although he had strong local support in Zurich, his ideas met with fierce resistance in some regions. Zwingli was killed in the civil war that resulted from his reforms.




II.
 
derivatives





Zwinglian

 
/-lēən /






adjective, noun





















zwitterion

 
/ˈ(t)swidərˌīən/





I.
 
noun






[Chemistry]

 a molecule or ion having separate positively and negatively charged groups.








II.
 
derivatives





zwitterionic

 
/ˌ(t)switərīˈänik /






adjective



















– origin

 early 20th cent.: from German, from 
Zwitter

 ‘a hybrid’ + 
Ion

 ‘ion.’





Zworykin, Vladimir

 
/ˈzwôrikən, ˈzvôr-/






(1889–1982), US physicist and television pioneer, born in Russia; full name 
Vladimir Kuzmich Zworykin

 . He invented a precursor to the television camera, the first to scan an image electronically. This had been developed into the first practical television camera by about 1929.










Zyban

 
/ˈzīˌban/





I.
 
noun




trademark for bupropion
 .











– origin

 1990s: an invented name, probably from 
ban

 or 
banish

 .





zydeco

 
/ˈzīdəˌkō/





I.
 
noun




a kind of black American dance music originally from southern Louisiana, typically featuring accordion and guitar.











– origin

 1960s: Louisiana Creole, possibly from a pronunciation of French 
les haricots

 in a dance-tune title.





zygapophysis

 
/ˌziɡəˈpäfəsis, ˌzīɡə-/






noun




one of the two paired processes of a vertebra that interlock it with the adjacent vertebrae.













zygo-





I.
 
combining form




relating to joining or pairing




•
 
zygodactyl.

















– origin

 from Greek 
zugon

 ‘yoke.’





zygodactyl

 
/ˌzīɡōˈdaktl/





I.
 
adjective




(of a bird's feet) having two toes pointing forward and two backward.








II.
 
noun




a bird with zygodactyl feet.








III.
 
derivatives





zygodactylous

 
/ˌzīɡōˈdaktələs /






adjective





















zygoma

 
/zīˈɡōmə/





I.
 
noun






[Anatomy]

 the bony arch of the cheek formed by connection of the zygomatic and temporal bones.








II.
 
derivatives





zygomatic

 
/ˌzīɡəˈmadik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 17th cent.: from Greek 
zugōma

 , from 
zugon

 ‘yoke.’





zygomatic arch






noun






[Anatomy]

 the zygoma.














zygomatic bone

 
/ˌzīɡəˈmadik bōn/






noun






[Anatomy]

 the bone that forms the prominent part of the cheek and the outer side of the eye socket.













zygomatic process






noun






[Anatomy]

 a projection of the temporal bone that forms part of the zygoma.














zygomorphic

 
/ˌzīɡəˈmôrfik/





I.
 
adjective






[Botany]

 (of a flower) having only one plane of symmetry, as in a pea or snapdragon; bilaterally symmetrical.

Compare with actinomorphic
 .








II.
 
derivatives





zygomorphy

 
/ˈzīɡəˌmôrfē /






noun






















zygospore

 
/ˈzīɡəˌspôr/






noun






[Biology]

 the thick-walled resting cell of certain fungi and algae, arising from the fusion of two similar gametes.

Compare with oospore
 .














zygote

 
/ˈzīˌɡōt/





I.
 
noun






[Biology]

 a diploid cell resulting from the fusion of two haploid gametes; a fertilized ovum.








II.
 
derivatives





zygotic

 
/zīˈɡätik /






adjective



















– origin

 late 19th cent.: from Greek 
zugōtos

 ‘yoked,’ from 
zugoun

 ‘to yoke.’





zygotene

 
/ˈzīɡəˌtēn/






noun






[Biology]

 the second stage of the prophase of meiosis, following leptotene, during which homologous chromosomes begin to pair.













Zyklon B

 
/ˌzīklän ˈbē/





I.
 
noun




hydrogen cyanide adsorbed on or released from a carrier in the form of small tablets, used as an insecticidal fumigant and by the Nazis for killing concentration-camp prisoners.











– origin

 1930s: from German, of unknown origin.





zymase

 
/ˈzīmās ˈzīˌmāz/





I.
 
noun






[Biochemistry]

 a mixture of enzymes obtained from yeast that catalyze the breakdown of sugars in alcoholic fermentation.











– origin

 late 19th cent.: from French, from Greek 
zumē

 ‘leaven.’





zymo-

 
zym-





I.
 
combining form




relating to enzymes or fermentation




•
 
zymogen




•
 
zymase.

















– origin

 from Greek 
zumē

 ‘leaven.’





zymogen

 
/ˈzīməjən/






noun






[Biochemistry]

 an inactive substance that is converted into an enzyme when activated by another enzyme.













zymurgy

 
/ˈzīˌmərjē/





I.
 
noun




the study or practice of fermentation in brewing, winemaking, or distilling.











– origin

 mid 19th cent.: from Greek 
zumē

 ‘leaven,’ on the pattern of 
metallurgy

 .





007






noun




the fictional British secret agent James Bond, or someone based on, inspired by, or reminiscent of him.













101

 
/ˌwənˌōˈwən/






adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
denoting an introductory course at college or university in the subject specified.




2.
 


‹informal›

 denoting the elementary or basic facts associated with the field or subject specified




•
 
stuff that you should learn in hacking 101.



















2.0





I.
 
adjective

 — [
postpositive

 ]


1.
 
used to denote a superior or more advanced version of an original concept, product, service, etc.




•
 
welcome to Big Government 2.0.

















– origin

 early 21st cent.: from Web 2.0
 .





20/20






adjective




denoting vision of normal sharpness.

See twenty-twenty
 .













24/7

 
24-7






adverb






‹informal›

 twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week; all the time




•
 
you just can't afford to let things get you down, especially when you are on call 24/7.



















2G





I.
 
noun




a digital mobile communications standard allowing for voice calls and limited data transmission




•
 
3G handles both voice and data much more efficiently than 2G




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
2G networks.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
second generation

 .





2WD






abbreviation




two-wheel drive.













3D

 
3-D





I.
 
noun




the quality of being three-dimensional




•
 
all their projects are modeled in 3D from start to finish




•
 
today saw the debut of the station's new weather graphics, in 3D and with dynamic imaging.














II.
 
adjective




three-dimensional




•
 
a 3D model.



















3D printing






noun




the action or process of making a physical object from a three-dimensional digital model, typically by laying down many thin layers of a material in succession




•
 
if you use 3D printing for prototypes you will simply be able to go to market faster.



















3G





I.
 
noun




a mobile communications standard that allows mobile phones, computers, and other portable electronic devices to access the Internet wirelessly




•
 
with 3G allowing us to send much bigger files to handsets, video content is the big area that's poised for take-off




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
a 3G network.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
third generation

 .





404






noun






[Computing]

 an error message displayed by a browser indicating that an Internet address cannot be found.













4G





I.
 
noun




a mobile communications standard intended to replace 3G, allowing wireless Internet access at a much higher speed




•
 
they recently announced that the newest iPad will support 4G




•
 [as 
modifier

 ]
 
when a 4G phone can't find a 4G network, it falls back on 3G.

















– origin

 1990s: abbreviation of 
fourth generation

 .





4to

 
/ˈkwôrdō/






abbreviation




quarto.













4WD






abbreviation




four-wheel drive.













8vo

 
/äkˈtävō/






abbreviation




octavo.













9/11






the date of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 (see September 11
 ).









911






(in the US and Canada) a telephone number used to contact emergency services.









999






(in the UK and elsewhere) a telephone number used to contact emergency services.









*






symbol




asterisk.













''






symbol




ditto.













§






symbol




section mark (used to indicate a section of a book).













¶






symbol




paragraph sign (used to mark a new paragraph).













©






symbol




copyright.













®






symbol




registered trademark.














@






symbol



1.
 
‘at,’ used to indicate cost or rate per unit




•
 
30 dictionaries @$60.00 each.










2.
 
used in Internet addresses between the user's name and the domain name




•
 
jscott@oup.com.










3.
 
(in an online discussion, especially on the social media website Twitter) preceding the name of a person to whom a comment is directed




•
 
@Oliver: I'm aware of that fact.



















¢






symbol




cent or cents.













$





I.
 
symbol




(preceding a numeral) dollar or dollars.











– origin

 from handwritten 
ps


 , a former abbreviation for peso
 used in Spanish America.





€






symbol




euro or euros.













¥






symbol




yen or yens.













&






symbol




the ampersand, used with the meaning ‘and.’













#





I.
 
symbol




the pound sign or hash sign, used as a symbol on a phone keypad or computer keyboard, before a numeral, or to represent a pound as a unit of weight or mass




•
 
you're breaking Rule #1




•
 
a 5# bag of flour.

















usage:

 See usage at hash
 3
 .





%






symbol




percent.














symbol




less than.













=






symbol




equals.













≠






symbol




does not equal.











">
>






symbol




greater than.













°






symbol




degree or degrees.













£





I.
 
abbreviation




(preceding a numeral) pound or pounds (of money).











– origin

 the initial letter of Latin 
libra

 ‘pound, balance,’ written in copperplate with one or two crossbars: crossbars were formerly used to indicate an abbreviation.
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. " DuBose said after Saturday 's loss to Louisiana State

, despite the atrocities of a genocide . " The Red Lake , "

. global terrorism . </p><p> And if you think about the role

. But the section titles in Lip Service are orderly and archaic

. His splitter is as good as any pitch in the Majors , maybe

. Something to watch in the Finals : Whichever team wins the

? </p><p> Ty : It is early , and this team hasn't found its identity
a decade of economic stagnation in Japan and left the country

after eleven . </p><p> And as if that wasn't enough , instead

all ? Because President Bush the other day said , because of

all deductions , special breaks , loopholes , and rate progressivity
arbitrary detentions and torture during questioning . It called

as quickly as possible . Prewitt is making a case for traveling
Atlanta 's run of consecutive division titles . </p><p> CHICAGO
because the characters are enormously interesting and likable

Clark Harris is overrated A.. South Florida RB Andre Hall runs
conversation at a party . But congressional hearings , regulatory
group discussions on a positive note , promoting a sense of

her pregnancy . </p><p> I am writing this in response to the

here . </p><p> Art is an intelligible image of a real or imaginary
in 2003 , making its mark in the record books for fund-raising

in a kind of cyber-chacs , a new war of all against all . </p>

in an exclamation point , not after my misadventures with Artichokes
in copulation ( mean = 4.48 0.4 courtships per female , 108

in deadlock and even lead to the violent break-up of the country

In despair . Such a situation may of course pass as highly

in January 2005 , could see Jamaica taking on new obligations

in semi-automatic-weapon fire were settled with knives then
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Evangelista centers his analysis . Chechnya was not fated to
know about my four-year relationship . He hasn't asked me to
sealed these identities . The Left opposed the war and tried to
Jackie Shipp . </p><p> Then there are tackle Tommie Harris and
not reviewing Lethal Weapon 5 , 6 , and 7 as the series can

federally-backed loans . </p><p> University of California workers
violence was erupting again in Ivory Coast . France 's efforts to

slight visitation in summer 1942 . It was the perfect time to

business community watches meekly as the government 's attempts to
succeeded in reintegrating the Biafrans into Nigeria , it did not
She is so uncomfortable that she tries to persuade her son to
relationship ? Should I just get a tourniquet for my heart and
Romeo , who is filled with love for his new cousin , tries to
these rock legends , it would definitely be a fantastic way to
legality of its sovereignty claim to the High Arctic did not
in Toronto in the bill it will almost certainly introduce to
Germany , that 's where he first learned to ride . How did he
Dole-style " stop lying about my record " bitterness , he will
The Punisher is patently absurd A.. and if they would , it would
with our principal allies , the Europeans , so that we do not
However , it is not foolproof - a deeply flawed paper can
people 's opinions on this issue . I find that they inevitably

answer . " </p><p> Atos Origin 's team in Barcelona , Spain , will
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end
end
end

end

end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end
end

end

in violence . War came about because elites in Moscow thought
it , but he 's indicated that when " things fall apart " with

it ; the Right denounced such efforts as disloyal and appropriated
Jimmy Wilkerson , the stars on what for now is perceived as

now at 4 without my feeling a loss . Warner has done another
strike without contract </p><p> University of California clerical
the civil war in its former colony looked shaky . There is

the feeding shows for good . </p><p> The park 's announcement

the financial crisis fail to revive the nation 's banks or

the problems of ethnicity in the country . In the years that

the relationship every opportunity she has alone with him

the whole thing ? HELP ! - In Love , </p><p> Get the tourniquet
their boldness . Before escaping , Tybalt plunges his sword

their great career , because : </p><p> 1 . This band blew the
there . However , the immediate challenge had been dealt with
this strike . </p><p> That 's the scenario Lastman 's shenanigans
up a medalist for the U.S. ? While vacationing in California

up a net loser . The right course is to offer concrete ideas

up at big Paramount . Classics has never released a thriller

up being isolated internationally and perhaps with a regional

up being published under a number of different potential circumstances
up being split along childhood lines . </p><p> If they paddled

up closest to the action - at the Olympics themselves . They
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outer cuticle (in insects and other arthi opods).
—DERIVATIVES ec-dys-i-al /ek'dizéal/ ad
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family did not pay a certain amount of money , Changoor would
Just den't

and 50 % will

Have fun . Head over to The Jacksonville Landing
cancer patients are operated on , 50 ¥ are cured ,
initiative stipulating that people convicted of three felonies could
impatient than Bill , he is very close to Bill . The two brothers
goes smooth until Ricky starts to open his mouth which could

8 , they will also be ruling on those 18,000 couples who did
respect is that the 20 % of the license fee would basically just
the company 's cafeteria kitchens , for example , does in fact
going to work in the hotel industry and in fact you 're going to
peacefully for the benefit of humankind ? Or will those technologies
consequence of this is that most refugees ( or displaced persons
out . And you know , where do they go . We don't want them to

<p> Keyshawn . He claims he was singled out , but really he '11
about the main bad-guys of the movie being troubled teens who
province of the most well-off kids , * Haycock says . " You
get out of college , work more in film and maybe eventually

call in his last appearance there . The Yankees always seem to
bondholders are crammed down and they take equity , they essentially
when the duties became operative . ( 74 ) This resolution did
information . I think that one way or the other the taxpayer will
entire debt | </p><p> Don't worry , it get worse . You would also
followed by the pound sign . " I usually

§i %

person 's last name

little offended that I thought he might be offended | : -

end
end
end
end
end

end

end

up dead . </p><p> Changoor 's kidnapping came the day after the
up drinking on the wrong corner with the wrong people . Or

up dying in 6 to 8 years , but we don't know who is in which
up facing life in prison . The judicial system in Eva 's Man
up fighting for opposing sides during the war . </p><p> Nancy
up getting he and Bobby into big trouble - and maybe even killed
up getting married . We are hopeful that even if the Supreme

up going to pay - you can't do the things such as the permitting
up in local landfills . </p><p> Which makes us feel somewhat

up in the illicit sex trade , " he said . </p»<p> " You 're being
up in the hands of a society that is not mature enough to wield

up in the major cities which can best absorb a stream of individuals
up in the streets . We want these kids to be able to learn

up just like every other Buc : a non-factor in the NFL playoffs
up making terrible choices . If we feel sorry for the villains
up maybe advantaging a few more kids , but creating huge and
up on Broadway - if I can learn how to dance and sing . </p»
up on top in this clash , and it is boring rooting for the

up owning the economy . And so if you think about management
But by and large the references to Chase

up passing . ( 75 )

up paying a lot . I don't see how we can keep AIG in its current
up paying almost § 14,000 on your $ 7,000 loan . </p><p> So getting
up pressing any button , hoping to get a real person who can

up promising to withhold final judgment until T meet her
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